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as contemplated by the Constitution. If the amendment of the Sena- | 
tor from Alabama prevails, sections 147, 148, and following will stand 
and an election will take place according to those sections. The broad 
question is thus presented to the Senate whether they will have an 
election in the intermediate term or whether they will not have one. 

In the argument which I attempted to make the other day, as well 
as in the argument made by the Senator from Massachusetts and others 
favoring this bill, the difficulties and troubles attending these elections 
svere set forth. I quoted from Story himself to show that this was a 
very questionable authority under the Constitution, and as we are now 
attempting to guard against all these difficulties and troubles my hon- 
est conviction is that we had better have no election and avoid this ques- 
tion that Story lays so much stress upon in the second volume of his 
Commentaries. 

Mr. GEORGE. I desire to say in response to the Senator from Ar- 
kansas that if the Senate acting on nominations made by the President 
were to act as was very felicitously set forth by the Senator from Mas- 
sachusetts once in executive session, there would be some force in the 
reply which the Senator from Arkansas has made to my objections. We 
all know that instead of acting on the idea that we give our advice to 
the President in reference to nominations and appointments, we have 
in the main I think abdicated that duty, in practice at least and have 
inserted in the Constitution in lieu ofthe words ‘‘advice and consent”? 


the word ‘‘acquiesce;’’ we simply acquiesce in the nominations of the | 


President. 

For that reason I think the part that we shall perform in the election 
of a successor in the shape of a Cabinet officer will not be a part which 
gives our sanction and our deliberate judgment to the choice of that 
officer as the constitutional successor to the President. 

Mr. INGALLS. The attempt of this bill toseparate the Presidential 
office in case of the emergencies that are named herein from the polit- 
ical power of the people appears to me to be unwise and untenable. | 
desire to amend the tirst section of the bill by a proviso as follows 

Provided, That whenever the powers and duties of the office of President of 
the United States shall devolve upon any of the persons named herein, if Con- 


gress be not then in session orif it woald not meetin accordance with law within | 


twenty days thereafter, it shall be the duty of the Secretary of State to issue a 
proclamation convening Congress in extraordinary session, giving twenty days 
notice of the time of meeting. 

It appears to me that the emergency which would oceur in the case 
of the death of the President and Vice-President, and the fact of there 
being neither a President pro tempore of the Senate nor Speaker of the 
House, would be so great that it would be necessary for the preserv:- 
tion of our institutions that Congress should be immediately called 
into session to take consideration with regard to what should be done. 

Mr. MORGAN. Does the Senator from Kansas offer that as a sul- 
stitute for my amendment? 

Mr. INGALLS. No, sir; I offer it as an amendment to section 1. 

Mr. SAULSBURY. Will the Senator from Kansas allow me to call 
his attention to the fact that his amendment says ‘‘it shall be the 
duty of the Secretary of State?’’ Would it not be better to say ‘the 
officer upon whom the duties of President shall be devolved’’? It 
might be possible that the Secretary of State, the Secretary of War, 
and the Secretary of the Navy should have all died before that duty 
was performed, even though it is specified that it shall be done within 
twenty days. Therefore I suggest whether it would not be proper 
that his amendment, instead of saying “the Seeretary of State,” 
should say ‘‘the officer upon whom the duties of the office shall 
devolve.”’ 

Mr. INGALLS. Probably that would be better. Ll will accept 
the suggestion made by the Senator from Delaware and modify my 
amendment accordingly. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr. CockrELL in the chair). The 
amendment will be read as modified. 

The amendment of Mr. INGALLS as modified was read, as follows 


Provided, That whenever the powers and duties of the office of President of 


the United States shall devolve upon any of the persons named herein, if Con 
gress be not then in session or if it would not meet in accordance with law within 
twenty days thereafter, it shall be the duty of the person upon whom siid powers 
and duties shall devolve to issue a proclamation convening Congress in extracr 
dinary session, giving twenty days’ notice of the time of meeting. 
Mr.GARLAND. I donot know exactly what the Senator from Kan- 
sas would want with Congress here, especially under this bill, inasmuch 
as the bill provides already for the succession. As I heard the amend- 
ment read it does not specify what Congress shall do about the matter 
when it gets here. In other words, there is already a full vesting of 
the authority to carry on the succession; and the duty of Congress here 
would be nothing as to this measure or as to providing any further for 
the succession. But if the Senator from Kansas thinks that it is an ex- 
traordinary occasion that Congress should convene upon, the Constitu- 
tion is already ample upon that point, and says that the President may, 
when in his opinion an extraordinary occasion arises, call Congress to- 
gether. That is not the literal language of the Constitution, but that 
is it substantially. So we are determining in advance when the Presi- 
dent, or the person acting as President, shall call Congress together. 1 
think the provision to that extent would be unconstitutional; but yet 
I can not see from any explanation made of it what relevancy it has to 


this bill. 
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Mr. INGALLS. The Senator from Arkansas finds fault with my 


| amendment because it does not prescribe what Congress shall do when 


it assembles. The reason why | can not do that is because I do not 

know what would happen. It has been said by some distinguished 
| observer of human affairs that it is generally the unexpected that oe 

curs. I think that the student of our history will learn that the emet 
| gencies which have oceurred to require the interposition of Congress 
| have been those against which statutes did not and could not provide 
| It is evident, however, if there should be neither President nor Vie 
| President, and if the powers and duties of the Presidential oflice were 
to devolve upon persons not chosen by the people, there 1 
emergency which requires the political action of Congr 
cide what should be done to possibly avoid the dang 
contusion. 


would be an 


‘88 In order tode 





rs of anarchy and 


lam myself entirely opposed to the theory of this ball, that the See 
| retary of State acting as President should be intrusted with the duties 
| of the Presidential office for a considerable period of tin 


, Wit should 
| happen to be a large fraction of the Presidential term 


Sach | do not 
believe to be the intendment of the Constitution; nor do I believe it to 
be in accordance with the spirit of our institution 
Mr. SHERMAN. I think the amendment of the Senator from Kan 
sas IS &@ very wiseone. If the unexpected and unforeseen event contem 
| plated by his amendment should occur, many questions of diliculty are 
likely to arise. For instance, the new President would des probably 
| to change his Cabinet in some respects, and it would be very inconven 
ient for him to remove or suspend one of his Cabinet officers, as he has 
| the power to do under existing law, and appointanother, unless that ap 
| pointment should be contirmed by the Senate. The presence of the 
Senate, therefore, seems to be very important in case of a devolution of 
the ofiice of President upon any one by operation of haw 
Not only that, but other questions might arise, unforeseen questions, 
which would require the action of Congress to solve It. might be 
necessary to pass a law in an emergency to expedite an election for 
President, so as to change existing law. 


It seems to me this provision, therefore, is a very wise safeguard 
against an unforeseen contingency. Ishall vote for it with great pleas 
ure, while I entirely accord with the general principles of the bill. It 

; seems to me that the legislative power ought to be convened to meet 
any unforeseen difficulties that might stand in the way of a President 
constituted under this proposed law. There may be a question as to 
whether the Secretary of State is entitled to act as President. He may 
be a person not born in the United States, and therefore not entitled to 
perform the duties of President. Hemay not have the requisite quali 
fications. I think the interregnum ought to be as brief as possible, 

| and that to meet any possible questions which may arise the legislative 
| power ought to be here present toaid himin thedischarge of his duties, 
or to provide for the contingency that may happen in that event. 

I shall therefore vote for this amendment with great pleasure. 

Mr. LAPHAM. The amendment of the Senator from Kansas cer 
tainly can have no operative effect if we should adopt it. We by this 

| bill, if it is to become a law, clothe the Secretary of State with the 

} exercise of all the powers and duties of the exeentive oflice on the hap 
pening of a contingency. One of those powers, and one left entirely in 
his discretion, is the assembling of the two Houses of Congress in ex 
traordinary session. Suppose we pass thisamendment ; 

| trol his official action under the Constitution. 
| nay disobe y it. 


it can not con 
Hie may obey it or he 
Suppose we order Coneress to be called together when 
he does not wish to have Congress assembled? If we make it impera 
| tive on him to call Congress together when he himself does not con 
sider it necessary, What is Congress 


todo? They can not change hts 
position by any legislation. 


rhe most that they conld do would be te 
repeal the law we are now considering, and leave this quest 
again. 


mn cthoat 


It seems to me that the amendment ts entirely useless, sad can per 
form no valuable office in any possible view of the cnse 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The question is on agreeing to the 
amendment of the Senator from Alabama [ Mr. Monaan | 

Mr. GARLAND. Does not theamendment of the Senator from Kan 

sas precede it, it being to perfect the first section of the bill? 
Mr. MORGAN. My amendment was pending at the time the Sena 
) tor from Kansas suggested his amendment: 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The amendment of the Senator from 
| Alabama was pending when the amendment of the Senator from Kansas 
was Offered. Is the Senate ready for action on the amendinent of the 
Senator from Alabama? 

Mr. FRYE. Let the amendment of t] 
read, 

The ACTING SECRETARY. Insection 3, line 1, it is proposed tostrike 
out ‘sections’? and insert ‘‘section;’’ and after ‘'146,”’ to strike out 
the words ‘‘one hundred and forty-seven, one hundred and forty-eight, 
one hundred and forty-nine, und one hundred and fifty;’? and after 
““statutes,’’ in line 4, to strike out ‘‘are’’ and insert ‘*is;’’ 
make the section read: 


Senator from Alabama be 


sO as to 


That section 146 of the Revised Statutes is hereby repeale! 
Mr. MORGAN. I ask for the yeas and nay 
The yeas and nays were ordered. 


: 
son the amendment 





23 


on 


 ncsieeth. deepen 


< 
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Mr. ANTHONY. 1| understand that by voting ** yea’’ we vote to 
strike out the provision that the Secretary of State shall hold for the 
term for which the President was elected, . 

Mr. MORGAN. I do not comprehend the Senator's question. 

Mr. ANTHONY. What isthe efiect of the amendment? 

Mr. MORGAN. The effect of the amendment is to leave the law 
regulating the election of President in the case of vacancy in the Presi- 
dency and Vice-Presidency to stand just as it is. 

Mr. ANTHONY. If the amendment is voted down, how will it 
stand ? 

Mr. MORGAN. fit is voted down, then we shall have no law on 
that subject. 

Mr. ALLISON. In that case the Cabinet oflicers will continue dur- 
ing the term? 

Mr. MORGAN. ‘They willcontinue during the full Presidential term. 

Mr. ANTHONY. ‘To vote ‘‘nay’’ is to vote that the person upon 
whom the powers and duties of the office devolve shall hold for the 
term for which the President was elected ? 

Mr. MORGAN. For the term for which he was elected, and that 
would be to reverse the vote that the Senate has just now taken. 

Mr. INGALLS. Unless Congress should otherwise in the mean time 
determine. 

Mr. GEORGE. Let the amendment be reported again. I want the 
section read as it would stand if the amendment should be adopted. 

The ACTING SrcRerARY. If amended as proposed, section 3 would 
then read: 

That section 146 of the Revised Statutes is hereby repealed. 

Mr. GARLAND. Now I will make an explanation if the Senate 
will listen to me. 

Mr. INGALLS. Let ushave section 146 of the Revised Statutes read. 

Mr. GARLAND. 1 will read it. 

Mr. MORGAN, I send to the Secretary's desk and ask to have read 
sections 146, 147, and 148. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Senator from Arkansas has the 
floor. 

Mr. MORGAN. 1 beg pardon. 

Mr. GARLAND. Section 146 of the Revised Statutes is in the fol- 
lowing words: 

In case of removal, death, resignation, or inability of both the President and 
Vice-President of the United States, the President of the Senate, or, if there is 
none, then the Speaker of the House of Representatives, for the time being, shall 
act as President until the disability is removed or a President elected. 

The bill repeals this section 146. The amendment of the Senator 
from Alabama leaves that repeal to stand as to section 146. The bill 
also repeals sections 147, 148, 149, and 150. The amendment of the 
Senator from Alabama will reinstate sections 147, 148, 149, and 150 if 
it passes, which permit an election. The bill from the committee dis- 
penses wit h an election entirely. Thatis the position the question is in. 

A‘ yea’’ voteupon theamendmentofthe Senator from Alabama leaves 
out section 146 and keeps in sections 147, 148, 149, and 150, which pro- 
vide for the election. That is all there is of it. ; 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Secretary will call the roll on 
agreeing to the amendment of the Senator from Alabama [Mr. Mor- 
GAN]. 

The Principal Legislative Clerk proceeded to call the roll. 

Mr. BROWN (when his name was called). On this question I am 
paired with the Senator from Illinois [Mr. Davis]. 

Mr. CALL (when his name was called). I am paired with the Sena- 
tor from Oregon [Mr. GROVER] on this question. I do not know how 
he would vote, and therefere I refrain from voting. 

The roll-call having been concluded, the result was announced—yeas 
25, nays 20; as follows: 

YEAS—25. 


Aldrich Dawes, MeMillan, Sherman, 
Allison, George, Mahone, Vance, 
Anthony, Harrison, Miller of Cal., Vest, 
Blair, Ingalls, Morgan, Williams, 
Cameron of Pa., Jonas, Pendleton, 
Coke, Jones of Florida, Rollins, 
Conger, MeDill, Saulsbury, 
NAYS—29. 

Barrow, Frye, Lamar, Sewell, 
Beck, Garland, Lapham, Slater, 
Butler, Groome, Logan, Van Wyck, 
Camden, Hale, Maxey, Walker, 
Cameron of Wis., Ham} »ton, Miller of N. Y., Windom. 
Chilcott, Hawley, Platt, 
Cockrell, Hoar, Pugh, 
Davisof W. Va., Jackson, Sawyer, 

ABSENT—22. 
Bayard, Farley, Johnston, Plumb, 
Brown, Ferry Jones of Nevada, Ransom, 
Call, Goran, Kellogg, Saunders, 
Davis of Ill., Grover, MePhcrson, Voorhees. 
Edmunds, Harris, Mitchell, 
Fair, Hill, Morrill, 


So the amendment was rejected. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The question now is on agreeing to 

the amendment of the Senator from Kansas [Mr. INGALLs]. It will 
p again read. 





The ACTING SecrRETARY. At the end of section 1 it is proposed to 
add the following proviso: 

Provided, That whenever the powers and duties of the oflice of President of 
the United States shall devolve upon any of the persons named herein, if Con- 
gress be not then in session or if it would not meet in accordance with law within 
twenty days thereafter, it shall be the duty of the person upon whom said powers 
and duties shall devolve to issue a proc ‘lamation convening Congress in extra- 
ordinary session, giving twenty days’ notice of the time of meeting. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The question is on agreeing to the 
amendment. 

The amendment was rejected. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The amendment of which the Senator 
from New Hampshire [Mr. BLATR] gave notice will now be reported. 

The ACTING SECRETARY. It is proposed to amend the bill by strik- 
ing out, in the first section, after the word ‘‘ Interior,’’ in the sixteenth 
line, to the end of the eighteenth line, in the following words: 

Shall act as President until the disability is removed, or a President shall be 
elected, 

And to insert in lieu thereof— 

— forthwith, by proclamation, assemble both Houses of Congress, and shall 
act President until C ‘ongress shail otherwise provide by law, or until a Presi- 
dent shall have been elected and inaugurated into office. And if he shall fail 
forthwith to issue such proclamation, or if he shall neglect to issue such procla- 
mation at any time upon written request of a quorum of each House of Congress, 
the Congress shall assemble immediately; and a quorum of each House being 
assembled, the Congress shall provide for the proper discharge of the executive 
power until there shall be a President; and Congress being so assembled shall 
provide by law for the election of a President ; 

So as to read: 

That in case of removal, death, resignation, or inability of both the President 
and Vice-President of the United States, the Secretary of State, or if there be none, 
or in case of his removal, death, resignation, or inability, then the See retary of 
the ‘Treasury, or if there be none, or in case of his removal, death, resignation, 
or inability, then the Se cretary of W ar, or if there be none, or in case of his re- 
moval, de “ath, resignation, or inability, then the Attorney-General, or if there be 
none, or in case of his removal, death, re signation, or inability, then the Post- 
master-General, or if there be none, or in case of his removal, death, resiznation, 
or inability, then the Secretary of the Navy, or if the re be none, or tn exse of his 
removal, death, resignation, or inability, then the Sec retary of the Interior, shall 
forthwith by proclamation assemble both Houses of Congress, &e. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The question is on agreeing to the 
amendment of the Senator from New Hampshire [Mr. Barr}. 

The amendment was rejected. 

The bill was reported to the Senate as amended. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The question is, Will the Senate con- 
cur in the amendments made as in Committee of the Whole? 

Mr. MORGAN. I desire to reserve a separate vote on the last amend- 
ment I offered. 

Mr. HOAR. There can be no separate vote on that; it was lost. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. If the Senator from Alabama desires 
action upon his amendment, it will have to be offered again in the Sen- 
ate. 

Mr. MORGAN. 1 will renew it in the Senate. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The question is.oh concurring in the 
amendments made as in Committee of the Whole. 

The amendments were concurred in. 

Mr. INGALLS. I renew in the Senate the amendment I offered as 
in Committee of the Whole. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The amendment will be reported. 

The ACTING SECRETARY. At the end of section 1 it is proposed to 
add: 

Provided, That whenever the powers and duties of the office of President of the 
United States shall devolve upon any of the persons named herein, if Cong 
be not then in session, or if it would not meet in accordance with law within 
twenty days thereafter, it shall be the duty of the person upon whom said powers 
and duties shall devolve to issue a proclamation convening Congress in extraor- 
dinary session, giving twenty days’ notice of the time of meeting. 


Mr. INGALLS. Upon the adoption of that amendment I ask for the 
yeas and nays. 

The yeas and nays were ordered; and being taken, resulted—yeas 29, 
nays 26; as follows: 





YEAS—29. 


Anthony, Groome, Mahone, Sherman, 
Blair, Harrison, Miller of Cal., Slater, 
1, Hawley, Morgan, Vance, 

Cameron of Pa., Ingalls, Pendleton, Vest, 

ke, Jackson, Rollins, Williams. 

nger, Jonas, Saulsbury, 
Edmunds, McDill, Sawyer, 
George, MeMillan, Sewell, 

NAYS—26. 
Barrow, Dawes, Lamar, Pugh, 
Beck, Frye, Lapham, Van Wyck, 
Butler, Garland, Logan, Voorhees, 
n, Gorman, Maxey, Walker, 
Cameron of Wis., Hale, Miller of N. Y., Windom. 
Chilcott, Hampton, Morrill, 
Davis of W. Va., ‘Hoar, Platt, 
ABSENT—21. 

Aldrich, Pair, Johnston, Plumb, 
Allison, Farley, Jones of Florida, Ransom, 
Bayard, Ferry, Jones of Nevada, Saunders. 
Brown. Grover, Kellogg, 
Cockrell, Harris, MePherson, 
Davis of D1., Hill, Mitchell, 


So the amendment was agreed to. 
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Mr. MORGAN. I consider the amendment adopted by the Senate at 
this moment asa suflicient regulation in respect of providing for an elec- 
tion in the event that the two off.ces become vacant. If Congress meets 
immediately under the call of the Secretary of State, who then acts as 
President, it can then provide for whatever emergency may arise. Per- 
haps it would be wiser to leave it to the judgment of Congress, which 
may then assemble. I shall not therefore press the amendment which 
a moment ago I said I would offer again in the Senate. 

Mr. SAULSBURY. I ask the Senator from Alabama, if we enact 
this law vesting in the Secretary of State the power to act as President, 
whether it would be competent for Congress to divest him of the author- 
ity to which he would become under the law entitled after Congress 
should meet subsequent to his having become possessed of the oflice? 
I hope the Senate will put all questions of that kind at rest and that 
the Senator will renew his amendment and that it may be adopted in 
the Senate. ; 

Mr. HOAR. Will my friend permit me to suggest to him that the 
Senator from Alabama has already provided for that by providing that 
the Secretary of State shall only hold until an election, so that it leaves 
the law-making power under the Constitution to provide for an election? 

Mr. ANTHONY. 
an existing administration. The person upon whom the powers and 
duties of the Presidential office will devolve will have the power to veto 
any act that Congress may pass. I think that the Senator from Ala- 
bama had better renew his amendment. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. No, you had better give the Secretary or State the 
kingly power and be done with it. 

Mr. SHERMAN. I call the attention of the Senator from Alabama 
to the fact that there being no law on the statute-book providing for an 
election, and this officer being by law to continue until an election is 
held according to the terms of the Constitution, he would necessarily 
hold his office for the residue of the Presidential term. 1 doubt very 
much whether the new Congress could interfere with that officer when 
he once entered on the discharge of the duties of the office. Besides, 
the language of the first amendment of the Senator trom Alabama, 


election is held. There is no election to be held except the constitu- 
tional election at the quadrennial period. It seems to me if the Senate 
desires to secure the election of a President this term should be as short 
as possible, and the Senator from Alabama ought to insist on his amend- 
ment, unless the Senate shall vote it down. 

‘ir. MORGAN. The Senate took such a strange course upon it that 
I felt a little embarrassed by pressing it on itsattention. Atter having 
voted in my first amendment by quite a considerable majority, which 
carried away the proposition of the honorable Senator from Massachu- 
setts and of the committee that this succession of routine officers should 


But we provide for that election under the eye of 
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Mr. HOAR. I hope the Senate will adhere to its original purpose 
I think the American people, with great preponderance of opinion, pre 
fer that the constitutional term should go on rather than to make nex 
essary by law the great inconvenience of an election in the interval 
The time passes by very rapidly. The term of four years is an inti 
nitely shorter period now than it wasone hundred years ago in all things 
which make time seem rapid and make a term brief in national history 
When that first law was adopted the country consisted of thirteen States 
on the seaboard and between four and five million people. Now we 
are more than 50,000,000, and very likely betore the contingeney which 
we are to-day providing tor occurs it may be requiring 100,000,000 peo 
ple to undergo the embarrassment, the excitement, and the insecurity 
ot business which grows out of a sudden Presidential election. i 

I hope the four years’ period will be preserved, and that the bill as 
reported from the committee will be retained. 

Mr. McMILLAN. 


Mr. President, as my votes upon this question 


| have indicated, [am opposed to the theory incorporated in the bill 


| has been from that time to this, if the law should stand unaftee 


hold the term until the next regular Presidential election, I took it for | 
wranted that the Senate had come to an intelligent conclusion about this | 


matter and that they really desired that the term should be held for the 
four years unless in the mean time Congress might intervene to prevent 
such acondition of affairsas that. Really it was in deference to the opin- 
ion of the Senate thus expressed that I concluded I would not trespass 
upon its time by pressing my amendment, though at the time I had the 
honor to offerthe amendment [ thought it was anecessary sequence of the 


adoption of the first proposition which the Senate adopted into the bill | 


that there should remain a law for regulating the election. 

The only difference hetween my present attitude and that which has 
been taken by the Senate inadopting the amendment of the Senator from 
Kansas is, he provides that the Congress which mects upon the procla- 


mation of the acting President, immediately upon the happening of 


these conditions or contingencies, may or may not provide for an elec- 
tion. 


in force so as to secure an election. So I thought it was perhaps more 


| country—I see no indication anywhere 
which has already been adopted, provides that he shall hold until an | 


providing for the succession of the Presidency in case of the death of 
the President and Vice-President of the United States. I think the 
succession should have remained as it was provided by the existing act 
of Congress. I believe that was the principle which the fathers of the 
country intended should be adhered to. I believe it is the expression 
of the republican principle, and to that Ladhere. But if that principle 
is to be departed from, then I think the people should have the earliest 
opportunity of expressing their views as to the choice of the Executive 
ot this nation. 

I have entire contidence in republican institutions, and in the devel 
opment of them as we find them in this country. If Providence brin 
this country into circumstances which render necessary the elect 


ni 
a President to fill a vacancy, Lhave implicit confidence that the peopl 
are prepared to meet it. They will do it intelligently, and they hav. 
a right to express their opinion as to the choice of their ruler thi 
whole bill and all these provisions indicate a want ot confidences in ve 
publican institutions which I do not feel. I see no indication in thi 


that this republican principl: 
upon which we have relied is not as sate and as strong as ever it was 
Mr. MORGAN. Mr. President, if we had allowed the succes 
the Presidency to remain exactly where the law putsit now, in the 
President of the Senate and in the Speaker of the Hous 
Senator here be prepared to move the repeal ot the existing law 
viding for an election of a President? Would any Senator here upon 
principle feel himself authorized to take the election away th 


Led un thy 
hands of the people, to which it was committed in 1792, and wher 


spon to 
* would any 
pro 


eu 
ed o1 
unrepealed in any other particular? 

I sympathize entirely with the sentiments and opinions expressed by 
the honorable Senator from Minnesota [ Mr. McMILLAN ] that this isa 
popwlar Government, that the powers of this Government are derived 
from the people expressed through the Constitation and the luws and 
their official agents, and that it is not very becoming or wise in us to inti 
mate a want of contidence in theirjudgment, theirintegrity, their virtue 
in conducting elections. Theelections tor President and Vice-President 
in the United States are not mobs. According to my observation dur 
ing the elections [have had the opportunity to participate in they have 


been among the most solemn of public occasions ; and while there is 
occasionally some imputation of fraud by the one party against the 
| other, still, in the main, the pe ople of the United States come up W ith 
deliberation and solemnity in the expression of their very highest powe: 


The Senate has concluded that the existing law shall not remain | 


in accordance with the judgment of the Senate that we should leave to | 


Congress to provide for the case of an clection when the contingency 
should oecur. 

The Senator from Rhode Island [Mr. ANTHONY] makes a very im- 
portant suggestion, one that I confess had not occurred to my mind, 
that the incumbent, the President at that time, might veto any law 
that we should enact, for the purpose of continuing himself in power. 
I confess that that has great weight upon my judgment. 
slipped my mind, I will now ask the Senate to vote again upon the 
amendment which I had the honor to offer before, which leaves the law 
to stand precisely as it is now as to the time of holding the election and 
the manner of conducting it, but takes out of the statute the only pro- 
vision which is in conflict with the attitude the Senate has taken upon the 
adoption of the amendment I offered in reference to the length of the 
term and in reference also to the persons upon whom the duties of the 
ofiice shall devolve. 

i will therefore renew the proposition to amend which | offered betor 

Mr. ANTHONY. It is to be observed in support of this amendment 
that the Congress, when it convenes, which would have the power to 
enact, will also have the power to repeal, and if this amendment should 
be found to be an embarrassment the Congress can repeal it. Certainly 
it is much better that we should have some mode of security in regard 
to the matter. 


| here to-day very solemnly and by a very decided majority 


As it had | 


of election, and I am not at all afraid to risk them. 

But to vote down this law which now exists giving to the people the 
right to have an election is to do two things: It is, first, to reverse the 
expression which the Senate has given of its opinion to-day that this 
office shall not continue in the hands of its incumbent ly 
the people until the end of a term, for we have expression 


not clected 
made that 
suud it is 
also to take from the people that which they now have uncer liw, the 
right, as soon as Congress shall determine that it is expedient, to vote 
for the election of a President and Vice-President, and Cougress in 
1792 determined that it was expedient that that should be done within 
wa given number of days and months after the two oflic« 
vacant, 

I do not see any reason for this radical upturning of the act of 1792 
but I think I have seen very clearly, at least to the satisfaction of my 
own conscience, a necessity for changing the succession from the officer 
upon whom it is devolved now by law to executive department of 
this Government. 

Mr. JONES, of Florida. J understand 
bill, if passed without his ana 
the right to elect the Chiet M 
death or rem 


sshould hecome 


t}) 
1 


the Senator to say 


nt, will take away frome the 


j™ ople 
vistrate of this nation in the ever? of t! 


al or disal ility of the President and Vice-President 





Mr. MORGAN. Jt will take it away until the end of the four yoa 
term, or until Congress shall otherwise direct, by law And then comes 
the obj ction (and I think it 1s a ve ry we terhity one indeed) of e Con 
Ht mbled lye re by pro lamation, a3 Isr (pulare cd to ln done b theamen 
ment we have schopte d on the motion of tie Senator fvom Kansas | 
INGALLS], in which I concurred, that that Congress shall have the fran 
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ing of the laws for the purpose of conducting an election to provide the suc- 
cession; that it shall be done under the eyes of the President of the 
United States, himself in office, and who would have all the temptations 
of that enormous power to induce him to vetoa bill which the Congress 
might pass for the election of his successor. 

1 think we had better make as slight an innovation as we possibly 
can on the existing laws, and if we have felt ourselves compelled to 
makean innovation tothe extentof changing the order of succession—— 

Mr. LAPHAM. Let me ask the Senator if he thinks two-thirds of 
both Houses would not be ready to overrule the Secretary of State who 
shoukd obstruct an election? 

Mr. MORGAN. The majority rule in this Government is one of 
the most sacred principles ; and the two-thirds rule is never adopted 
except for the purpose of bringing the powers of one department against 
another. The two-thirds rule is a rule of parliamentary convenience, 
and it may be a rule for the prevention of calamitous evils toa country 
where a Congress, under the excitement of some great pressure, might 
go to an extent in legislation that the President himself would think 
very injurious to the welfare of the country ; but the majority rule is 
the rule of the Constitution; it is the rule that controls in all our 
deliberations when we are deliberating; and I do not think there is any 
occasion for us to put ourselves in reach of the dangers of not finding 
a two-thirds majority to overrule the President when he might veto a 
bill which stood right in his path to glory and renown. ‘‘ Lead us not 
into temptation ’’ is one of the maxims and one of the utterances that I 
think every legislator ought to keep before his mind in respect to himself 
and everybody else connected with the Government. 

Mr. HOAR. Mr. President, the Senator from Minnesota in advocat- 
ing this amendment says that he regrets that its opponents, the framers 
of this bill, have not the confidence that he has in the people. I think 
we show greater confidence in the people than that honorable Senator 
when we undertake to carry out as nearly as we can the behestsand the 
principles of the Constitution which the people have enacted and to 
which they are still attached. The people have decided and remain of 
opinion that that decision of theirs was wise, that there should be a 
change in the executive policy of this Government but once in four 
years. The Senator might as well advocate a Presidential election once 
in two years or annually, as the governors of some States are chosen, 
and reproach those who undertook to resist that innovation with the 
suggestion that they were not sincere friends of republican liberty, or 
had not as much confidence in the people of this Republic as himself. 

The people incorporated in their Constitution the principle that the 
executive policies of this country should be changed but once in four 
years, and they expected to provide what five hundred times to one 
would secure the continuity of executive power in the same hands for 
four years. They thought that this Constitution with the legislation 
under it was to represent and secure the popular will, which was the so- 
ber, deliberate, carefully expressed, and well ascertained popular will, 
and not a sudden breeze or gust of popular emotion; and they meant 
that it should take the people of America four years tochange their mind 
on the great questions of State. We are carrying out the old principle 
and scheme of this Constitution when we provide as fully and com- 
pletely as this bill now seems to me to do that the opinion, the consti- 
tional construction, the legislative and executive policy on which the 
people set their stamp of approbation at the last election should be 
tried and remain in force for tour years. 

When the Constitution was adopted the question was not between 
four years and a shorter term, but between four years and six or even a 
longer term, some persons preferring an executive office for life. When 
the original statute which we now propose to repeal was enacted it was 
a triumph of the reactionary party, if you may so call them; it was a 
triumph of the party who desired to diminish the control of the people 
over the Executive, over James Madison, who represented more than any 
other one man or more than any other ten men the opinion which had 
prevailed in the Constitution of the United Statesin regard to the scheme 
of the executive power, and whose arguments on that subject in the 
Federalist had gone so far to win the American people to the support 
of the Constitution. 

Mr. President, we have already by the amendment of the Senator 
from Kansas (which, although I did not vote for it, preferring on the 
whole the scheme of the bill, it seemed to me there were strong and 
grave arguments for), provided for the assembling of Congress within 
twenty days aftér the emergency takes place, so that they may in their 
discretion determine whether it is wise to have an election or not. 

Mr. JONES, of Florida. Mr. President, I sincerely hope that the 
amendment of my friend from Alabama may be adopted, because it will 

rive a force to this bill that it will not otherwise possess, Since this 
fegislation has been pending the Senator from Massachusetts has called 
into the debate the name of Madison, but I would call to the memory 
of Democrats a memorable instance in the history of the Government at 
the time of the great controversy between Burr and Jefferson. That 
long protracted controversy, which came near driving this country into 
revolution, isa memorable event at least to Democrats. When a very 
powerful party in this Government attempted to ignore the popular will 
and to find a remedy for that difficulty in enactments of Congress, just 
like this, when it was proposed to give the office of President to the 





Chief-Justice or the Secretary of State, both Federalists, the Democratic 
spirit of this country rose like one man and said that the moment that 
law passed the Middle States would arm—that was said in 1801—and 
that it should not be permitted to remain on the statute-book for a sin- 
gle day, and that the people of America had elected their President and 
their Vice-President and they should go into their offices cost what it 
might. 

The election as we know went into the House of Representatives, 
where the controversy was protracted fora longtime. The Federal party 
came forward and said, ‘‘ We will remedy this thing by an act of Con- 
gress and we will declare the election a nullity and give the office of 
President to Mr. Marshall as Secretary of State or to Mr. Jay as Chief- 
Justice.’’ Mr. Jefferson served notice upon his political adversaries 
at that time that when that bill was passed it would not be permitted 
to stand, and that the American people never would submit to having 
a President made in that way, because they never would recognize the 
right of any man to that office who had not derived his title from the 
people. 

I do not say that this will not be constitutional, but it is not in keep- 
ing with the traditions of the country; it is undemocratic and unrepub- 
lican in its tendency. That is my objection to it in all sincerity and 
in all earnestness, and I say that no temporary President, under the 
Constitution of the United States as it stands to-day, has a right to re- 
main in that office one moment longer than would be necessary to bring 
the question before the people in accordance with the amendment of 
my friend from Alabama. The Constitution never intended that the 
appointee designated by the act of Congress should hold that position 
for one hour longer than it was necessary to have the opinion of the 
people upon that great question, and this bill gives that appointee the 
office during the entire term. 

It is not neeessary to repeat what I have said, but I thought I would 
refer to what occurred in 1801, to show the sentiment of the people at 
that time in regard to making Presidents by act of Congress. 

Mr. ANTHONY. Mr. President, to vote down this amendment is to 
declare that we have greater confidence in the members of the Cabinet 
than we have in the presiding officers of the two Houses of Congress 
elected by them. The statute of 1792 intrusts the Presidential office 
only for a short time to the person on whom it devolves; but this bill 
if unamended gives to him the office for the term for which the Presi- 
dent was elected, showing a greater degree of confidence in the mem- 
bers of the Cabinet appointed by the President, it is true with the ad- 
vice and consent of the Senate, than in the presiding officers of the two 
bodies elected by themselves. 

If I were to alter this provision as it has stood for nearly a hundred 
years I would shorten it. There is much reason for shortening it, be- 
cause the improved modes of communication have rendered the limits 
of the country much nearer to each other than they were when the Con- 
stitution was adopted. It is not near as far now from Eastport to 
Brownsville as it was from Concord to Savannah at the time the Con- 
stitution was adopted. 

Mr. SAULSBURY. I regard this amendment of the Senator from 
Alabama as a very important one. I do not regard it as very impor- 
tant whether the President pro tempore of the Senate or the Secretary 
of State shall fill the office of President temporarily. So far as the 
mere change from the President pro tempore of the Senate to one of the 
Secretaries of the Executive Departments is concerned, I think it is a 
very unimportant matter. 

But we have undertaken by this bill not only to transfer the duties 
of the office of President, in case of the contingency of the death of the 
President and Vice-President, from the President pro tempore of the 
Senate or the Speaker of the House to the heads of the Executive De- 
partments, but we propose by this bill to fix the tenure by which they 
shall hold the office. We have said and deciared in this bill that they 
shall hold it until the regular Presidential election. The Senator from 
Kansas has offered an amendment that Congress may be convened and 
shall be convened by the person upon whom the duties of the Presi- 
dent shall devolve within a certain limited time. 

But suppose Congress comes together, you have already by this act 
vested in the person then acting as President the full Presidential term 
for which the late President was elected, and I doubt very much 
whether it would be competent for Congress, if it did meet under the 
provisions of the amendment of the Senator from Kansas, to divest the 
Secretary of State, if he should be the incumbent, of the office which 
had been devolved upon him under this bill. He is there legally under 
theauthority of law for a definite term, and I question very much whether 
Congress, subsequent to his entering upon the discharge of the duties of 
the office, could divest him of the right to hold thatoffice, the right to the 
emoluments of the office, the right to discharge the duties of the office. 
I think, therefore, that the amendment of the Senator from Kansas is 
not a remedy, but that we must preserve the provisions cf the statutes 
as embraced in the amendment of the Senator from Alabama; other- 
wise the Secretary of State if he enters on the discharge of the duties 
of the Presidential office will remain to the end of the full term despite 
of any disposition on the part of Congress to change it. 

I shall certainly not vote for this bill unless the amendment of the 
Senator from Alabama shall be a part of it. I will not vote to take 
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from the people of this country, in the contingency which is contem- 


plated by this bill, the right to select their President. I will not vote 


that the Secretary of State, the Secretary of War, or the Secretary of 


the Navy shall be invested with the duties of that office any longer than 
is absolutely necessary in order that the Presidential office may be regu- 
larly filled by the people of this country. We all know that the Sec- 
retaries of the Departments are not chosen with reference to this office. 
Do the Congress of the United States propose in this bill to supersede 
the people of the country, to make a President for a full term? = Sup- 
pose, for instance, this law had been upon the statute-book at the time 
of the incapacity or death of President Gartield and the Vice-President 


had not been living, the Secretary of State, Mr. Blaine, would have | 
Though the people of | 


become the President for almost a full term. 
this country had never voted for him for President, though the people 
of this country had never contemplated that he would be President, yet 
ander the provisions of this bill he would have been the President, and 
I conceive fully vested with authority to discharge those duties, for 
almost the full term, and there would have been no competency in 
Congress after the enactment of this law to divest him of the powers 
with which he was invested under the bill. 

I am therefore opposed to this bill, and shall vote against it unless 
there is some such provision as that proposed by the Senator from Ala- 
bama inserted, so as to secure to the people of this country the right to 
choose the Chief Magistrate of the United States in the eontingency con- 
tamplated by the bill. 

Mr. LOGAN. If I understand the amendment of the Senator from 
Alabama, it is the reinstatement in this bill of the law repealed by the 
bill providing for an election within a certain length of time after notice 
is given by the Secretary of State. That is the proposition. I agreed 
to this bill as reported by the Senator from Massachusetts, and I must 


| For the purpose of carrying out the will of the peopk 


guy that I am somewhat surprised at the arguments which have been | 


made against this proposition. Ido not understand the billas reported 
by the Senator from Massachusetts to be taking away the right of the 
people to elect a President at all. 
Mr. MORGAN. I will say to the honorable Senator that the bill as 
reported by the committee repeals the sections providing for an election. 
Mr. LOGAN. 


LOLS 


volve upon the President pro tempore of the Senate and his Senatorial 
term should expire, or, in other words, he should become incapacitated 
from performing the duties, and there should be no Speaker of the House 
of Representatives, which has occurred and will oceur again; suppose 
after the 4th of March next, before Congress meets 
should occur, where would you be? 


again, this inability 
There would be no Speaker until 
next December, when Congress would meet; and who then would perform 
the duties of President of the United States’? 
terregnum, for no officer would be authori 
duties. 

If this bill means anything it means this—and in that partienlar 1 
think it is correet so far as the principle is coneerned, and | think it 
does mean much—it means to remedy these detects which now exist in 
the law in reference to the succession to the Presidential oflice Further 
than that, it means that when the President shall be incapacitated or 
when the President shall die or resign, and inability shall attach to the 
Vice-President, then some provision shall be made for what purpose? 


There would be an in 
ed by law to perform those 


When Senators 
tell us that the people are not to be consulted, L say this bill does con 
sult the wishes ofthe people in this: the President of the United States 
is elected by the people on a certain theory or principle; if he appoints a 
Secretary of State, that Secretary of State is appointed with views agree- 
ing with his own views, his views being in accordance with the major- 
ity of the people who elected him. 

Therefore this bill, devolving the duties of President of the United 
States on the Secretary of State, devolves those duties upon a person 
who is in accord at the time with the views, the sentiments of the people 
who have clected the President. To that extent, then, it agrees with the 
will of the people. The people under this Constitution having given 
the authority to Congress to designate some person who shall pertorm 
the duties of that office until an election shall be held for President, 
having agreed to this Constitution and given that power to Congress, if 
will not do to say that this bill takes the power out of the hands of the 


| people to elect a President of the United States or to have their choice. 


I understand that; but the whole argument of the | 


Senator from Alabama and of the Senator from Rhode Island and of the | 


Senator from Delaware and of the Senator from Florida has been that 
we were taking away from the people their right to elect a President. 
Now let us see whether that is so or not. 
this Constitution, and they provided in the Constitution that ‘‘in case 
of the removal of the President from office, or of his death, resignation, 
or inability to discharge the powers and duties of the said office, the 
same shall devolve on the Vice-President; and the Congress may by law 


provide for the case of removal, death, resignation, or inability both of 


the President and Vice-President, declaring what officer shall then act 
as President, and such officer shall act accordingly until the disability 
be removed, or a President shall be elected.”’ 

The people having adopted this Constitution giving Congress the 


That is going too fur and that is saying too much. Thatis saying more 
than is said inthe Constitution; it issaying more than the people them 
selves ask shall be said for them. 

[am as much in favor of the people having their views about every 


| question that comes up, I think, as any Senator on this floor, and I 


| 


| would be probably as unlikely to run against their views as any othe: 
I believe the people adopted 


Senator. If I thought this bill deprived the people of any right that 
they have under the Constitution I certainly should not support it; but 
1 do not believe so, and this thing of all the time calling the people up 


on many questions in order to make an argument that does not exist, 


| merely—lI will notsay to call attention from the main point, but toalarm 


somebody for fear some right is being taken away trom them, is-not 
always as legitimate an argument as might be made. 
In my judgment to-day if an amendment was proposed to the Con 


| stitution to have the election for President every six years two-thirds 


power to provide some oflicer who shall occupy and perform the duties | 


of President under the Constitution, this bill, following the provisions 


of the Constitation, certainly does not deprive the people of the right of 


electing a President. They have elected a President, and atter that 
election the death, resignation, or inability to perform the duties occurs; 
then it devolves upon the Vice-President. If it devolves upon the 
Vice-President, and no inability occurs so far as he is concerned, he 
performs the duties for the residue of the four years, does he not ? 
The Vice-President has not been elected President by the people, but 
by virtue of the Constitution adopted by the people he performs the 


duties for four years, or whatever part of the term shall not have expired | 


at the time of the death or disability of the President. 
case. Let us take the case as it exists to-day. 
argued this proposition insist that the office shall devolve upon the 
President pro tempore of the Senate or the Speaker of the House of Rep- 
resentatives. Suppose an inability of the President should occur to-day ; 
then the duties of the President of the United States would devolve 
upon the President pro tempore of the Senate as the present law is. The 


There is one 


term as a Senator of the President of the Senate expires on the 4th of 


March. Between now and the 4th of March under the law as it exists 
you can not elect a President of the United States. 
culty that you are in under the law as it exists now. ‘Why not?’ a 
Senator asks. Because there is 1u0t time under the law to do it. 

Mr. PENDLETON. I did not mean to interrupt the Senator by a 
side remark, but I understand the Senator to say that we could not be- 
tween now and the 4th of March elect a President pro tempore of the 

nate. 

Mr. LOGAN. Not atall. The Senator misunderstood me. I said 
you could not elect a President by the people between now and the 4th 
of March. ' 

Mr. MORGAN. The reason of that is the fact that the Presidential 
office is held now by the Vice-President. 

Mr. LOGAN. I recognize that fact, and that is the fact I am speak- 
ing about. As the laws stand to-day there is a difficulty that ought in 
some way to be remedied as I have suggested. 

Suppose another case. Suppose the Presidential functions should de- 


The Senators who have | 


There is one diffi- | 


| question with the Senator from Vermont [M1 
| lieve, if here, would 


of the people of this country would vote for it. I believe that’our elee 
tions generally in the different States are too frequent. I believe that 
some of the States where they elect a governor every year have too fre- 
quent elections. In my State it is different; we elect our governor once 
in four years; but in many States they elect once every year a governor 
and other State officers. In this country to-day the people, in my judg 
ment, are willing and would be ghul to adopt an amendment to the 
Constitution making the term of the President six years, and also pro- 
viding that he should hold but forone term. I believe the people would 
vote tor that. I would vote for it to-day, as far as I am concerned, and 
I believe I would truly represent my constituents in doing so. 

So when you eall the attention of the people to the fact that they are 
being robbed of some right because they are not permitted to elect a 
President every four weeks, the intelligent people of this country do 
not believe any such stuff; for that is all itis. Weare not robbing the 
people of any right whatever. They elect their President every four 
years. They have given us power under this Constitution to provide 
in case of the inability, death, or resignation of both President and Vice- 
President the manner in which the office shall be filled afterward. 
They have given consent to that. Having given their consent, when 
Congress provides for that office being filled in any way that is proper 
under the Constitution you carry out the will of the people of the United 
States, and you do not deprive them of any right that they have except 
that right which they themselves have delegated to us in reference to 
providing for the performance of the duties of this office. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The questionison the amendment of 
the Senator from Alabama [Mr. MoRrGAn ] 

Mr. JONES, of Florida. [ask for the yeas and nays 

The yeas and nays were ordered, and the Principal Legislative Clork 
proceeded to call the roll. 

Mr. GARLAND (when his name was called). Iam paired on this 
EDMUNDS], who, I be 
vote tor the amendment, and I should vote against 
it. 

Mr. PENDLETON (when his name was called [am paired upon 
this question with the Senator from Nebraska [Mr. VAN Wyck If 
he were here, I should vote ‘‘ yea.’’ 
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The roll-call was coneluded. 

Mr. CALL. [am paired with the Senator from Oregon [Mr. Gro- 
VER]. 

Mr. MORGAN. I announce the pair between the Senator from 
Georgia [Mr. Brown] and the Senator from Mlinois [Mr. Davis]. 

The result was announced—yeas 28, nays 24; as follows: 


YEAS— 2, 
Aldrich, Dawes, Jones of Florida, Saulsbury, 
Alkison, George, MeDill, Sawyer, 
Anthony, Groome MeMillan, Sherman, 
Blair, Harrison, Mahone, Vance, 
Coke, Hill, Miller of Cal. Vest, 
Conger, Tngalls Morgan, Williams, 
Davisof W. Va Jonas, Rollins, Windom. 

NAYS—21. 
Barrow, Cockrell, Lamar, Platt, 
Beck, Frye, Lapham Pugh, 
Butler, Hampton, Logan, Sewell, 
Camden, Hawley, Maxey, Slater, 
Cameron of Wis., Hoar, Miller of N. Y., Voorhees, 
Chilcott, Jackson, Morrill, Walker. 

ABSENT—24, 

Bayard, Fair, Hale, Mitchell, 
Brown, Farley, Harris, Pendleton, 
Call, Ferry, Johnston, Plumb, 
Cameron of Pa., Garland, Jones of Nevada, Ransom, 
Davis of IL, Gorman, Kellogg, Saunders, 


Edmunds, Groyer, McPherson, Van Wyek. 

So the amendment was agreed to. 

The bill was ordered to be engrossed for a third reading, and was 
read the third time. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Shall the bill pass? 

Mr. CALL. Lask the indulgence of the Senate for just five minutes 
while I state the reasons that govern my vote on this bill. 

The bill proposes that the two Houses of Congress shall divest them- 
selves of the power which they now have by law of designating the 
choice of the President of the Senate and the Speaker of the House to 
the Presidential successors in the contingencies provided by the Consti- 
tution. And it provides by law that the President shall nominate, and 
by and with the advice and consent of the Senate shall appoint, his own 
successor. The act of 1792 provides that the Senate in one contingency 
shall designate the suecession and the House the other. The question, 
then, is whether it is wiser to deposit the power of designating the 
President's successor in the President alone, or to deposit it in the Sen- 
ate, composed of Senators chosen by all the States; and in the other 
case in the Representatives elected by all the people. 

The theory of the bill distrusts the safe and convenient exercise of 
this power by the Senate or the House, and finds safety in its exercise 
by the President alone. The theory of the act of 1792 reposes entire 
confidence in the exercise of this power by the Senate or by the House. 

Some Senators have found a sufficient reason for the support of this 
bill in the fact that if the President nominates his successor his admin- 
istrative policy may and probably will be continued. They find a 
change in a matter of economical and administrative policy a sufficient 
reason for doing what the Constitution itself fails to do, seeking to pro- 
vide the unconstitutional organism of the country for some special ad- 
ministrative policy; but a mere question of economical or administra- 
tive policy can not affect the constitutional organisms of the country, 
and if the Constitution has failed to endeavor to provide for any specitic 
administration in the organism of the country Congress can not and 
ought not to control. 

Others have found that the separate and distinct functions of the co- 
ordinate departments of the Government demand that the person who 
is to exercise them shall be chosen by the President. 

I shall not examine these reasons in.detail. I merely wish to say that 
none of the propositions which have been advocated in support of this 
bill maintain its theory and support its chief conclusion, that the Senate 
and the House of Representatives respectively can not be safely trusted 
to provide for the contingencies of the constitutional succession by con- 
tinuing the functions of their respective officers until their successors 
shallbe chosen. And that, onthe other hand, the President can be more 
safely trusted to this end. 

The great principle of our form of Government is in the control of the 
exercise of political power, through Senators chosen by States and Repre- 
sentatives and a President elected by the people. If this principle be 
established, then it is manifest that all legislation which seeks to pro- 
vide a depositary of power should be in aid and not in derogation of 
this principle. 

To vest the power of appointment of a successor in the contingencies 
named in the President is certainly not in the line of or in aid of the 
control of political power of this Government by the States and by the 
people, since without a change of the Constitution by amendment when 
this bill shall have passed, neither the Senate nor the House can exercise 
the powers now vested in them by law nor get back into the position 
where they are at this time, without the consent of the Executive, the 
President of the United States. 

Yor these reasons I shall vote against this bill, concurring in the clear 
and able presentation of the question made by the Senator from Ver- 
mont [Mr. Epmunps], and in his opinion, that this power is moresately 
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lodged in the Senators representing all the States and in the Representa- 
tives of the people in the other House of Congress. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The question is on the passage of the 
bill. 

Mr. JONES, of Florida, called for the yeas and nays, and they were 
ordered; and the Principal Legislative Clerk proceeded to call the roll. 

Mr. CALL (when his name was called). 1 am paired with the Sena- 
tor from Oregon [Mr. Grover]. If he were here, [should vote ‘* nay.”’ 

Mr. FARLEY (when his name was called). I am paired with the 
Senator from Michigan [Mr. Ferry]. Ido not know how he would 
vote if he were present. but I should vote ‘* nay.’ 

Mr. JACKSON (when Mr. HARRIS’sname was called). My colleague 
{Mr. HArkis], who is necessarily absent, has a general pair with the 
Senator from Kansas {Mr. INGALLS]. Idonot know how my colleague 
would vote on this question. 

Mr. INGALIS (when his name was called). Iam paired generally 
with the Senator from Tennessee [Mr. HARRIS], as announced by his 
colleague; and if he were here, I should vote for the bill as amended. 

Mr. PENDLETON (when his name was called). I am paired with 
the Senator from Nebraska [Mr. VAN Wyck]. 

The roll-call was concluded. 

Mr. MORGAN. I announce the pair between the Senator from 
Georgia [Mr. Brown] and the Senator from Illinois [Mr. Davis]. 

Mr. ROLLINS. ‘The Senator from Pennsylvania [Mr. MITCHELL] is 
paired with the Senator from Virginia Mr. Jounston]. Idonot know 
how either would vote. 

The result was announced—yeas 40, nays 13: as follows: 


YEAS—. 
Aldrich, Dawes, Hoar, Platt, 
Anthony, Frye, Jackson, Pugh, 
Barrow, Garland, Lamar, Rollins, 
Beck, Gorman, Lapham, Saulsbury, 
Butler, Giroome, Logan, Sawyer, 
Camden, ° Hale, MeDill, Sewell, 
Cameron of Wis., Hampton, Maxey, Sherman, 
Chilcott, Harrison, Miller of N. Y., Slater, 
Conger. Hawley, Morgan, Walker, 
Davis of W.Va... Hill, Morrill, Windom. 

NAYS—15. 
Blair, George, Miller of Cal., Williams 
Cockrell, Jonas, Vance, 
Coke, Jones of Florida, Vest, 
Edmunds, MeMillan, Voorhees, 

ABSENT—2. 

Allison. Fair, Johnston, Pendleton, 
Bayard, Farley, Jones of Nevada, Plumb, 
Brown, Ferry, Kellogg, Ransom, 
Call, Grover, McPherson, Saunders, 
Cameron of Pa., Harris, Mahone, Van Wyck. 
Davis of Ill., Ingalls, Mitchell, 


So the bill was passed. 
SUPPORT OF COMMON SCHOOLS. 


Mr. BLAIR. Mr. President, I now desire to call up the special order 
of the day and ask that the bills be laid before the Senate. 

The ACTING SECRETARY. The bill (S. 151) to aid in the establish- 
ment and temporary support of common schools, and the bill (S. 936) 
to establish an educational fund, and apply a portion of the proceeds ot 
the public lands to public education, and to provide for the more com- 
plete endowment and support of colleges for the advancement of scien- 
tific and industrial education, were made the special order for to-day. 

Mr. BLAIR. I wish to say before proceeding with the consideration 
of these bills that on the 5th of December they were made the special 
order of the day for this day at 2 o’clock, with the following under- 
standing: As Senate bill No. 151 was reached on the Calendar, and 
was in order for consideration, I said this to the Senate: 

That bill relates to an appropriation of public funds for the temporary use of the 
common schools of the country. It is reported unanimously by the Committee 
on Education and Labor, which committee has also reported a bill for the same 
general purpose, Order of Business No. 124 on the Calendar, page 5, being Senate 
bill No. 9386. They have asimilar idea; but one is for the establishment of a per- 
manent fund, the interest whereon shall be appropriated to the benefit of the 
common schools of the country, while the bill Fist reached proposes temporary 
aid to a larger and more substantial degree. I suppose it can hardly be expected 
that this subject will be disposed of under the five-minute rule. 1 therefore wish 
to ask that both bills may be considered together and be made the special order 
for Tuesday, the 9th day of January next, at 2 o'clock in the afternoon. 

The PrestpinG Orricer. Is there objection to the request of the Senator from 
Néw Hampshire that the two bills indicated by him be considered together and 
be made the special order for the hourand day named by him? The Chairhears 
none, and it is so ordered. 

Senate bill 151, the bill to aid in the establishment and temporary 
support of common schools, is the first in order of these two bills. Senate 
bill 936 is the one providing for the establishment of a permanent fand, 
the interest whereof shall be appropriated to that object from year to 
year as it shall acerue. That bill is the bill with which the Senate has 
been familiar for several years. There are no new provisions init. It 
was discussed at great length during the last Congress, and if I remem- 
ber aright it was passed by a strong majority. It provides that the an- 
nual income from sales of public lands, together with one-half of the 
net proceeds from the bonded railroads trom year to year, shall be made 
a fund, or an amount equivalent to the receipts from these sources, the 
interest whereof shall be appropriated annually upon the basis of iltit- 
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eracy for ten years to come, afterward upon the basis of population, to 


the support of the common schools of the country, at least two-thirds 
of the amount of such interest, the remaining one-third to be appro- 
priated to the support and maintenance of the agricultural colleges ot 
the country until such time as by the accumulations of the fund one- 
third of the interest thereon shall give to each of the agricultural col- 
leges an income not exceeding $30,000. When that point shall have 
been attained, then the entire proceeds, the interest upon the fund, shall 
be appropriated to the common schools of the country upon the basis ot 
population, that relating to distribution upon the basis of illiteracy only 
holding for the first ten years after the establishment of the fund. 


Now, Mr. President, the Senator from Vermont [Mr. Morr], who | 


has been familiar with this bill for many years, and feels a special in- 
terest in it, and who is confident that it may be passed without debate, 
desires to call the attention of the Senate to it in the first instance; and 
I have assented that if the Senate will take up and pass bill No. 956 
under this arrangement, and without interfering with the understand- 
ing which I have read to the Senate, and without debate, I hope such 
action will be taken by the Senate, but reserving my right to interrupt 


and to object and to retain the floor, as is understood between myself 


and the Senator from Vermont, if debate should follow. Reserving that 
right, I now yield to the Senator from Vermont for the purpose of pre- 
senting that bill and asking immediate action upon it. 

Mr. MORRILL rose. 

Mr. LOGAN. I should like, before the Senator proceeds, to say that 
the bill can not pass without debate. I offered a bill in the Senate a 
considerable time ago, which was referred to the Committee on Educa- 
tion and Labor, which has never had an opportunity of seeing daylight 


since, although I went before the committee and thought a majority of 


them were favorable to it; but still [can not get it reported back to 
the Senate, even to be laid on the table. 1 notify the Senator now that 
he will not pass the bill without dehate and without amendments being 
offered. I think lam prepared to show that the proposition to distribut 
this money according to illiteracy isa proposition to ask a certain number 
of States to pay taxes to educate the others. I do not think the coun- 
try is in favor of any such proposition. Lam in favor of an educational 
fund myself; but I want it to be distributed among the children of the 
country, and I am for a much larger fund than either of these Senators 
is for. 

I only rose for the purpose of notifying the Senator that the bill would 
not pass without debate; and inasmuch as we have remained here to a 
late hour‘this evening, I move that the Senate adjourn. 

Mr. MORRILL. I hope the Senator will not take me off the floor. 


Mr. LOGAN. Not at all; but I thought the suggestion of the Senator | 


from New Hampshire was that the bill should pass without debate. 
Mr. MORRILL. 
Mr. LOGAN. 


I beg the Senator’s pardon. 
Mr. BLAIR. 


I yielded subject to my right to interpose an objection 


if debate should follow, because if there is to be debate on these bills | 


I desire to retain the floor. 

Mr. LOGAN. I did not notice that the Senator from Vermont was 
vccupying the floor. 
Mr. MORRILL. 

Illinois. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. I rise to a question of order, Mr. President. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. TheSenator from Vermont will state 
the question of order. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. [ask the Chair to tell us what bill is now before 
the Senate, for I do not know any rule or law by which two bills can 
‘be before the Senate at the same time. 

Mr. MORRILL. Senate bill 936 is before the Senate. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. I should like to hear the Chair tell us. 

Mr. BLAIR. I do not assert that Senate bill 936 is before the Senate 
unless by unanimous consent it can be so considered and can be acted 
upon without debate. 

Mr. MORRILL. The Senator from New Hampshire can not expect 
that a bill of this importance shall go without some few words. 
to speak five minutes on it myself. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. I want to find out what is before the Senate. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. 
No. 151 is the first bill in order and was first made the special order. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. Will the Chair please have the title of it read, so 
that we can all understand what it is ? 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The title will be read. 

The ACTING SECRETARY. A bill (S. 151) to aid in the establish- 
ment and temporary support of common schools. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. Very good. Now we know where we are. 

Mr. HOAR. May I inquire who has the floor? 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. 
desires to retain the floor, but the Chair understood he had yielded to 
the Senator from Vermont. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. He can not retain it and give it out. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Chair understands that; but a 
guestion of order came up while he was on the floor. The Chair de- 
cided the point of order, and the Senator from Vermont [Mr. MorriL.] 
now has the floor. 


I was on the floor and yielded to the Senator from 


The Senator from New Hampshire yielded to me. | 


I want | 


The Chair decides that Senate bill 


The Senator from New Hampshire | 
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Mr. GEORGE. Will the Senator from Vermo: it allow ro 
duce an amendment ? 
Mr. MORRILL. L shall not ocx upy thre 


minutes may 
Mr. BLAIR. Before the Senator from Vermont p 


i wish to 
understand which bill is before the 


roceeds 
senat 


The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Chair has decided that Senate 
| bill 151 first came in order 
Mr. MORRILI Mr. President, | supposed that the ngement 


with my friend from 


N 


trod 


Hampshire was clear and decided, that the 
bill which was i tby me and reported by the committee was t 
come up first, be tha ; ite 
any considerable debate. So tiras Tam concerned I do not desire, hay 
ing discussed this question many times in the last twenty ver 


if 
o 


LUISe t was one that would not be likely to ex 


Ss, Tooccupy 
more than five minutes of time if I can reach a vote, and I donot think 


there will be any extended discussion upon it. 


| believe it might have 
been passed in the 


But | desire to say also that at 2 
much as I favor education and educational bills, I 


-_ } 
mori nour 


o'clock to-morrow, 


shall ask the Senate to shove aside all business and take up the tan 
bill reported by the Committee on Finances 

Mr. BLAIR. The understanding between myself and the Senator 
from Vermont was clear and distinct that [should take the tloor, call 
up the special order, and then, without losing my right to the floor on 
to proceed, | would, if there were unanimous consent that his bill be 
acted upon without debate, yield the tloor, and his bill could be acted 

|} upon without debate. [stated that understandin dad the Senator 
from Illinois rose in his place and notified the Senator from Vermont 


that his bill could not pass wit! 


hout debate, and showed ind 
a prolonged discussion 


itions of 


\t all events, it is very evident that the Sena 
tor from Vermont, who might be satistied to speak but : ite 
can not control the Senate at larg 
Mr. LOGAN Will the Senato low ni | m th 
iotice I gave applied to both bills iv the same pro my two 
in reference to the distribution of this tand according to illite 
Mr. BLAIR. ‘That provision is in both bills 
Mr. LOGAN \ bill can not pass with that provision in withou 
debate Is iv wt can not fo the reason that I do not thin yur ys ! 
| propose to pay the taxes for the chooling of others when they get none 
| of the benetit themselves They want to distribute the 1 t i 
the different States and Territories 2ecording to population 
Mr. BLAIR. Mr. Vresident 
Mr. WINDOM. I ask the Senator to yield to a motion t » into 
| executive session 
Mr. INGALLS Before that motion is put I wish to offeran amend 
} ment to Senate bill No. 151, to strike out in section 7 all atter th 
| word *‘ provided,’’ in line 6, and insert what I send to the Chair 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The amendment will be print: 
Mr. GEORGE. I wish to offer an amendment to Senate bill No. 151 
| The PRESIDING OFFICER. The amendment will be received and 


printed. 

Mr. WINDOM. I insist on my motion 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Senator from Minnesota moves 
that the Senate proceed to the consideration of executive business 

The motion was agreed to; and the Senate proceeded to the consider 
| ation of executive business. After fort 
| session the doors were reopened, 2nd 
p.m.) the Senate adjourned 


SIX minutes spent in executive 
at 5 o’eclock and 42 minutes 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
TUESDAY, Jannary 9, 1885. 


The House met at 11 o’clock a.m. Prayer by the Chaplain, R i 
D. POWER. 

The Journal of yesterday’s proceedings was read and approved 

Mr. CAMP and Mr. CoLERICK appeared in thei its to-d 

MIXED COMMISSION ON VENEZUELAN CLAIM 

Mr. RICE, of Massachusett f ask unanimou 

Mr. ELLIS.  [ call for the regular order 

Mr. BLOUNT. I hope the gentleman from Louisiana [Mr. ELLs] 
will withhold the demand for the regular order tor @ moment until he 
| hears the proposition of the gentleman from Massachusett 
} Mr. PAGE. I demand the regular order 
| Mr. BLOUNT lam sure the gent! n from Californ Mr. DP Ac | 
would not object to the propositior gentleman from Massachu 
| setts if he would hear it 

Mr. PAGE. L would not ob ni i want ! tl tu tole 
| to get through with the shipping bil 

Mr. BLOUNT. This matter will not take tiv 

Mr. RICE, of Massachusetts. LT ask unanimous consent 
| adoption a resolution fixing as a special order for J 1 t from 
day today thereafter until disposed of, the joint resol | 77 


providing for a new mixed commission in accord ‘ 
| April 25, 1866, with the United States of Venezuela 
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merely gives opportunity for the consideration at some time (if the time 
may occur) of this resolution, in accordance with the request of the Presi- 
dent in a special message. 

The SPEAKER. The resolution sent to the desk by the gentleman 
from Massachusetts will be read. : , 

Mr. PAGE. Will it provoke any discussion? 
Mr. RICE, of Massachusetts. No, sir. 

The Clerk read as follows: 

Resolved, That the Committee of the Whole House on the state of the Union be 
discharged from the further consideration of House joint resolution No. 277, en- 
titled “A joint resolution providing for a new mixed commission, in accordance 
with the treaty of April 25, 1866, with the United States of Venezuela,” and that 
said joint resolution be made the special order for Wednesday, January 10, im- 


mediately after the morning hour, and from day today thereafter until disposed 
of, not to interfere with revenue or general appropriation bills. 


Mr. MILLS. Will the gentleman agree to modify his resolution by 
adding ‘‘said joint resolution to be considered in the House as in Com- 
mittee of the Whole’’? 

The SPEAKER. Is there objection to the adoption of this resolu- 
tion? 

Mr. JOYCE. Will this interfere with previous special orders? 

The SPEAKER. Certainly not; as the Chair has frequently held, it 
will have to take its order. 

Mr. MILLS. As I understand, the gentleman from Massachusetts 
agrees to the modification just suggested by me. 

Mr. RICE, of Massachusetts. I do. 

The SPEAKER. Is there objection to the adoption of the resolution 
with the modification suggested by the gentleman from Texas, that the 
joint resolution be considered in the House as in Committee of the 
Whole? 

Mr. PAGE. I object to that. 

Mr. BLOUNT. If the nature of this proposition were understood 
neither the gentleman from California nor any other gentleman would 
object to it for aninstant. It involves the honor of this country in the 
matter of the Venezucla award. 

Mr. ROBINSON, of Massachusetts. I hope the gentleman from Cal- 
ifornia will withdraw his objection. I think this is a very important 
proposition. 

Mr. PAGE. Very well; I withdraw the objection. 

There being no objection, the resolution was considered and adopted. 


WILLIAM F. KELLOGG. 


Mr. JOYCE, by unanimous consent, submitted the following resolu- 
tion; which was referred to the Committee on Accounts: 

Resolved, That the Clerk of the House of Representatives be, and is hereby, 
authorized and directed to pay to William F. Kellogg, for services rendered as 


messenger, the difference between the pay of a laborer and that of a messenger 
from January 6, 1882, to August 9, 1882, $284.17. 


ANDREW ALBRO. 

Mr. WEST, by unanimous consent, introduced a bill (1. R. 7234) for 
the relief of Andrew Albro; which was read a first and second time, re- 
ferred to the Committee on Military Affairs, and ordered to be printed. 

JUDICIAL PROCEEDINGS IN HARDEMAN COUNTY, TENNESSEE. 

Mr. MOORE. I ask unanimous consent to have taken from the 
Speaker's table for present consideration the bill (8. 1860) to attach the 
county of Hardeman, in the State of Tennessee, to the eastern division 
of the western district of Tennessee. 

The bill was read, as follows: 

Be it enacted, &c., That from and after the passage of this act the territory em- 
braced in the county of Hardeman, in the State of Tennessee, as now constituted, 
shall be attached to and compose a part of the eastern division of the western 
district of Tennessee; and all process issued against defendants residing in said 
county of Hardeman shall be returned to Jackson ; and all civil causes of action 
which have accrued in said county of which the courts of the United States have 
jurisdiction shall be cognizable in the court at Jackson ; but all offenses commit- 
ted in said county against the laws of the United States before the passage of this 
net shall be cognizable in the court of the western division of the western dis- 
trict of Tennessee, held at Memphis; and actions or proceedings now pending 
at Memphis —— defendants residing in said county of Hardeman may, on the 
application of either party, be transferred tothe court at Jackson; and in case of 
such transfer, all papers and files therein, with copies of all journal entries, shall 
be transferred to the office of the clerk of the court at Jackson, and the same 
shall proceed in all respects as though originally commenced in said court. 


There being no objection, the House proceeded to the consideration of 
the bill; which was read three times, and passed. 
Mr. MOORE moved to reconsider the vote by which the bill was 


passed; and also moved that the motion to reconsider be laid on the 
table. 


The latter motion was agreed to. 

CLAIMS ALLOWED UNDER THE ACT OF JULY 4, 1864. 

The SPEAKER, by unanimous consent, laid before the House a letter 
from the Secretary of the Treasury, transmitting a list of claims allowed 
under the act of July 4, 1864; which was referred to the Committee on 
War Claims, and ordered to be printed. 

IMPROVEMENTS IN NAVAL ENGINEERING. 

The SPEAKER also, by unanimous consent, laid before the House a 
letter from the Secretary of the Navy, transmitting, in response to a 
House resolution of the 5th instant the report of Passed Assistant Engi- 





neer John A. Tobin, of the United States Navy, on the latest improve- 
ments in naval engineering in Great Britain; which was referred to the 
Committee on Naval Affairs. 
ORDER OF BUSINESS. 
Mr. PAGE. I now call for the regular order. 
The SPEAKER. The regular order is the call of committees for 
reports. 
Mr. PAGE. I move that the morning hour for the call of commit- 
tees be dispensed with. 
The motion was agreed to (two-thirds voting in favor thereof). 
AMERICAN SHIPPING. 


Mr. PAGE. I now call up the unfinished business—the bill (H. R. 
7061) to remove certain burdens on the American merchant marine, to 
encourage the American foreign carrying trade, and to amend the laws 
relating to the shipment and discharge of seamen. 

Mr. SPRINGER. The gentleman from Maine [Mr. Murcn] yester- 
day yielded to me the remaining portion of his time. 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman from Florida desires to speak this 
morning for ten minutes, and if the gentleman from Illinois has no 
objection he will be recognized at this time. 

Mr. SPRINGER. I certainly have no objection if it does not come 
out of my time. 

The SPEAKER. It will not come out of the time of the gentleman 
from Illinois. The Chair now recognizes the gentleman from Florida 
(Mr. BrsBer] for ten minutes. 

Mr. BISBEE. Mr. Speaker, section 22 of the pending bill proposes 
to prohibit the States from taxing any ships, steamers, or vessels em- 
ployed exclusively in the foreign carrying trade; and the question arises 
whether Congress has the power to exempt in such cases. I think there 
are fatal objections to this section and that they rest upon familiar and 
fundamental grounds. It is not denied, if I understand the theory of 
our Government correctly, that a State may do anything not prohibited 
by its own constitution or the Constitution of the United States. Each 
State government is sovereign within its own constitutional sphere. 
The only limitation I can find in the Constitution upon the power of 
taxation by the States touching commerce is the prohibition of levying 
duties on exports and imports or tonnage tax upon ships. 

Now, it seems to me as an original question that it is perfectly obvi- 
ous we have no power to exempt property in ships owned by a citizen 
of New York from taxation by the State of New York. The power of 
a State to tax is plenary and sovereign within its own constitutional 
limits as the power of the Federal Government. 

I will not take up time in discussion, but will proceed to call the atten- 
tion of the House to some decisions of the Supreme Court of the United 
States, because I think this question has passed beyond an original 
question and has become res adjudicata. In the first place I call atten- 
tion to the case known as the Passenger cases (in 7 Howard, 402). Those 
cases arose out of legislation in the States of New York and Massachu- 
setts, where they undertook to levy a tax on foreign passengers. 

Justice McLean said: 

A State can not regulate commerce, but it may do many things which more 
or less affect it. It may tax a ship or other vessels used in commerce the same as 
any other property owned by its citizens. A State may tax the stages in which 


the mail is transported, but this does not regulate the conveyance of the mail 
any more than taxing a ship regulates commerce. 


Again, a case arose in the State of California where the law provided 
for an assessment of taxes upon property in ships. Itis known as Hayes 
vs. The Pacitic Mail Steamship Company (17 Howard, 598). Justice Nel- 
son said: 

In this the home port of the vessels of the plaintiffs was the port of New York, 
where they were duly registered, and where all the individual owners are resi- 
dent, and where is also the principal place of business of the company, and 


where it is admitted the capital invested is subject to State, county, and other 
local taxes, 


In a more recent case (12 Wallace, 213), by the unanimous opinion of 
the Supreme Court of the United States in the case known as the State 
tonnage-tax cases, which arose in the State of Alabama, Justice Clifford, 
speaking for the court, said: 

Ships and vessels owned by individuals, belonging to the commercial marine, 
are regarded asthe private property of their owners, and not as the instruments 
or means of the Federal Government, and as such, when viewed as property, they 
are plainly within the taxing power of the States, as they are not withdrawn from 
the operation of that power by any express or implied prohibition contained in 
the Federal Constitution. 

He said further : 


The opposite theory is indefensible in principle, contrary to the generally re- 
ceived opinion, and is wholly unsupported by any judicial determination. Di- 
rect adjudication to support that proposition is not to be found in the reported 
decisions of this court ; but there are several cases which state such a tax if levied 
by a State would be legal, and no doubt is entertained the concession is prop- 
erly made. Taxes levied by a State on ships and vessels owned by the citizens 
of the State as property based on the valuation of the same as other property is 
not within the prohibition of the Constitution. 


Now, Mr. Speaker, it is the settled law by the Supreme Court of the 
United States that property of a ship owned by citizens of a State is 
subject to taxation by that State. It necessarily follows that we have 
no power to exempt it from State taxation. We can not exempt from 
taxation property clearly subject to taxation by the States and take 
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| 
from the power of a State to tax when that power is unrestrained by | 
any provision of the Constitution of the United States. 

Mr. SPRINGER. Mr. Speaker, I was surprised on reading the re- 
port of the majority, as well as the minority, members ot the joint | 
committee on American shipping, to find it conceded by the unanimous | 
judgment of that committee that registered vessels employed exclu- 
sively in the foreign carrying trade could be exempted by Congress | 
from any State or municipal taxation. That committee, having con- | 
cluded that this power to exempt from taxation rested with Congress, | 
incorporated in the bill the twenty-second section, which provides— 

That all registered ships, steamers, or vessels employed exclusively in the | 
foreign carrying trade, &c., are hereby exempted from all State or municipal | 
taxation. | 

The minority report of the committee is signed by GrorGE G. VEST, | 
Ropert M. MCLAN®, and 8. 8. Cox. 

On page 20 of the report of the committee is presented an argument | 
by the minority in favor of this power; and to support it the case of | 
Weston vs. The State of Missouri is referred to, and also the case of the 
Western Union Telegraph Company vs. The State of Texas. | 

| 
| 
} 





The case of Weston vs. The State of Missouri, although not given in 
full here, is to the effect, as quoted by this statement of the opinion of 
the Supreme Court, that: 

Commerce is a term of the largestimport. It comprehends intercourse forthe 
purpose of trade in any and all its forms, including the transportation, purchase, 
sale, and exchange of commodities between the citizens of one country and the 
citizens and subjects of other countries, and between the citizens of different 
States. The power to regulate it embraces all the instruments by which such 
commerce may be conducted. 

This opinion was pronounced by Mr. Justice Field, and is reported | 
in 91 United States Reports, page 280. 

That was cited by this special committee as authority for the twenty- | 
second section of this bill; and also, as I have said, the case of the West- | 
ern Union Telegraph Company, to which [ will refer further on in my | 
argument. This Weston case cited by the committee rose out of an act | 
of the State of Missouri imposing a tax upon those dealing in certain | 
articles manufactured out of the State and required them to pay a higher | 
license than was required by those dealing in articles manufactured in 
the State. The Supreme Court held that this was a discrimination | 
against interstate commerce which the State had no right to make, and 
was therefore unconstitutional. In the ease of the Western Union Tele- | 
graph Company against Texas, referred to by the committee (reported | 
in 105 U.S. Reports, page 464), the committee were of opinion, quoting | 
from that decision, that it sustained the doctrine laid down in the twenty- | 
second section of the bill. On the contrary, Mr. Speaker, the case re- | 
terred to by the committee does not sustain the doctrine laid down by | 
this section, but unquestionably the reverse of itin my judgment. I | 
desire to ask your special attention to the case, as it was relied upon by | 
the committee to sustain a most extraordinary doctrine, namely, that | 
Congress might exempt the property of citizens of the States engaged in | 
foreign commerce from State taxation. Chief-Justice Wait delivered | 
the opinion of the court, and in that opinion it is stated: 

The Western Union Te'egraph Company having accepted the restrictions and 
obligations of this provision of Congress— | 

Referring to the act of Congress by which these telegraph companies | 
became under obligations to the Government to transfer their property | 
to the United States upon certain conditions, and also the right to build | 
their lines over postal roads, navigable rivers, and on the public do- | 
main—— 

It occupies in Texas the position of an instrument of foreign and interstate | 


commerce and of a Government agent for the transmission of messages upon | 
public business, 


Its property in the State— 

“‘Its property,’’ mark the language: 

Its property in the State is subject to taxation the same as other property, and | 
it may undoubtedly be taxed in a proper way on account of its occupation and | 
business. 

Mr. SINGLETON, of Illincis. What property is referred to ? 

Mr. SPRINGER. The property of the Western Union Telegraph | 
Company in the State of Texas. 

Mr. REAGAN. It is the right to send messages just as cargoes are | 
sent on a ship. 

Mr. SPRINGER. The law of Texas provides that the telegraph com- | 
panies shall pay a tax of 1 cent for every full-rate message sent and | 
one-half cent forevery message less than fuil rate. TheSupreme Court | 
regarded this tax, in so far as it embraced messages to be sent out of thi 
State, as an interference with interstate commerce. The court also 
held that the property of the company, real and personal, in the State | 
was subject to taxation by State laws the same as other property, and 
they held— 


And its property may undoubtedly be taxed in a proper way on account of its 
occupation and business. 


Mr. REAGAN. Will the gentleman from Illinois permit me at this | 
point to interrupt him for the purpose of getting at the real point in | 
that decision ? 

Mr. SPRINGER. Certainly. 

Mr. REAGAN. Itisnot the taxation of the local property that they 
are discussing in that connection, but it is the property in the right to | 
charge for the transmission of messages that they are discussing; and it | 
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| cases, but it may tax the gross receipts of the corporation e1 


|} more or less affect it. 


| from State taxation. 


LOT 


will mislead if the proposition is argued here upon the idea that it is 
with reference to the mght to tax their local property. And while | 
| 


| will not take issue with the gentleman in his interpretation because 


have not studied the subject, I would like him to state to the House in 
his argument if the property in the right to send messages is interstate 
property, and may be regulated as an instrument of commerce, how he 


| will distinguish that from the right to send cargoes in ships that are 


interstate to foreign commerce? It is the right to transport or transmit, 
not the mere ownerships of local property, that is covered by that decision 
Mr. SPRINGER. The distinction, Mr. Speaker, is this, and is held 
through all the decisions of the court, that the State could tax the 
property which is within its limits according to its valuation. Lut 
where the property is engaged in commerce, whether internal within 
the State, if the tax be laid, as a tonnage tax, or generally as com 
merce among the States or with foreign nations, that the States coukl 
not levy a tax which would amount to a commercial regulation or in 
terfere in any way with that commerce , 
The difference is this: The State may not tax the commerce but 
may tax the instrument or the means of commerce. It may not tax the 
tonnage of a vessel but it may tax the vessel itself. It can not tax tl. 
freights carried among the States, as in the State of 


it 


Pennsylvania 





transportation, and it may tax the car, the boat, and the vessel 
I desire to call the attention of the House to the “ 


decided, in 7 Howard, page 402. 
opinion of the court in these cases. 


Passenger cases" 
Mr. Justice McLean delivered the 
It is there stated: 

A State can not regulate foreign commerce, but it may do many things which 
It may tax aship or other vessel used in commerce the 
same as other property owned by its citizens 

Now, here is a positive decision of the Supreme Court upon 
precisely in point as to property which this bill undertakes 


to exempt 


Mr. REAGAN. I desire the gentleman from Ilinois to observe the 
distinction between a decision on a point before the court and reasoning 
which merely illustrates another point. That is merely reasoning to 
illustrate another point, and not a decision on that point. 

Mr. SPRINGER. IT assure the honorable gentleman the reasoning of 
the court in all eases has been in this line; and I will show him 
time a case precisely in point; and there is no adverse 
decision of the court, and no conflict on the subject in any of the re 
ported cases. I will indicate presently where the line was drawn by 
the Supreme Court. 

It may tax— 


nitera 
>, Opinion Wn any 


Therefore the Supreme Court held, by Justice McLean, a State 


May tax aship or other vessel used in commerce the same as other property 
owned by its citizens, A State may tax the stages in which the mail is trans 
ported, but this does not regulate the conveyance of the mail any more than tax 
ing a ship regulates comme ree And yet in both instances the tax on the prop 
erty in some degree affects its use, 

This decision is in 7 Howard, page 402; and there has been no ad 
verse opinion nor any contlicting opinion so far as I can find in the 
books. 

I call attention of gentlemen to another case, a very important one, 
known as theState Tonnage-tax case. The syllabus of that case is this 


Although taxes levied, as on property, by a State upon vessels owned by its 


| citizens, and based ona valuation of the same, are not prohibited by the Federal 


Constitution, yet taxes can not be imposed on theim by the Stat 


“atso much per 
ton of the registered tonnage.”’ 


Because that is a tonnage tax, which the Constitution expressly pro 
hibits. 


Such taxes are within the prohibition of the Constitution that ‘* no State shall 


| without the consent of Congress, lay any duty of tonnage." 


Nor is the case varied by the fact that the vessels were not only owned by 
citizens of the State, but exclusively engaged in trade between place 
State. 

See 12 Wallace, 204. 


In this case I read further from the opinion of the court 


4 within the 


Power to tax, with certain exceptions, resides with the States independent of 


f 
the Federal Government, and the power when contined within it limnits 


| may be exercised without restraint from any Federal authority 


The court say that the power of the State to tax for its own} 
when exercised within the limits of the State authority, can not be 
strained by any Federal authority; yet this bill proposes to restrain the 
States from taxing the property of its citizens and corporations within 
their limits. 

Mr. SINGLETON, of Illinois. Has my colleague any authority 
which denies to Congress the power to exempt vessels engaged in to 
eign commerce from taxation? 

Mr. SPRINGER. I will answer my colleague, who is a strict con 
structionist. If there be such a power it must be expressed in thi 
Constitution or deducible directly from some of the express powers in 
the Constitution. ‘The States never intended to give up any of thei 
rights except those specified in the instrument 


vl raat 
IT} 


Phe gentleman does 


| not find it laid down in the Constitution that the General Gov ent 
may exempt any property in the States from taxation. ‘The excription 
in the Constitution are well defined and well understood and the t 


have always uniformly decided as to thetr limit 
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I read from the case in 12 Wallace: 

They [the States] can not, however, without the consent of Congress, lay any 
duty of tonnage, nor can they levy any imposts or duties on imports or exports, 
except what may be absolutely necessary for executing their inspection laws, as 
without the consent of Congress they are unconditionally prohibited from exer- 
cising any such power. Outside of those prohibitions the power ofthe States to tax 
extends to all objects within the sovereign power of the States, except the means 
and instruments of the Federal Government. But ships and vessels owned by 
individuals and belonging to the commercial marine are regarded as the private 
property of their owners and not as the instruments or means of the Federal 
Government, and as such, when viewed as property, they are plainly within the 
taxing power of the States, as they are not withdrawn from the operation of that 
power by any express or implied prohibition contained in the Federal Constitu- 
tion. 

Mr. SINGLETON, of Illinois. Does my colleague mean to insist that 
the State has the power to prohibit foreign commerce ? 

Mr. SPRINGER. I have not asserted any such proposition. 

Mr. SINGLETON, of Illinois. Then, I ask my colleague another 
question: whether the State may not, by the exercise of the taxing 
power for which my colleague contends, prohibit foreign commerce and 
dlrive every vessel from the ocean? 

Mr. SPRINGER. There is a case reported in 3 Wallace, 713—Gil- 
man against the city of Philadelphia—whcrein the court did hold that 
2 State might obstruct a navigable stream within its own limits by 
placing a bridge over it. I need not cite that case. I desire now to 
call the attention of the House to two other cases originating in the 
State of Pennsylvania. One was the case known as the State freight 
tax case, the Reading Railroad Company vs. the State of Pennsylvania, 
reported in 15 Wallace, 252. I will read the syllabus of the case: 

1, The transportation of freight, or of the subjects of commerce, is a constitu- 
ent part of commerce itself, 

2. A tax upon freight, transported from State to State, is a regulation of com- 
merce among the States. 

3. Whenever the subjects in regard to which a power to regulate commerce is 
asserted are in their nature national, or admit of one uniform system or plan of 
regulation, they are exclusively within the regulating control of Congress. 

4. Transportation of passengers or merchandise through a State, or from one 
State to another, is of this nature. 

5. Hence a statute of a State imposing atax upon freight taken up within the 
State and carried out of it, or taken up without the State and brought within it, 
is repugnant to that provision of the Constitution of the United States which 
ordains that ‘* Congress shall have power to regulate commerce with foreign na- 
tions and among the several States, and with the Indian tribes.” 

The Supreme Court in that case held that the law of Pennsylvania 
which imposed such a tax upon freight taken up within the State and 
sent without the State, or freight brought from without the State and 
dropped within the State, was an interference with interstate commerce, 
and to that extent declared the law void. 

I will now refer to a case directly in point, the decision of which 
will be found in the same book, 15 Wallace, page 292. That was an- 
other case of the Reading Railroad Company against the State of Penn- 
sylvania. The case arose under a law of that State which imposed a 
tax upon the gross receipts of corporations engaged in transportation, 
whether by water or land. The provision of the law is this, and I de- 
sire to call the attention of gentlemen to it: 

In addition to the taxes now provided by law, every railroad, canal, and trans- 
tee company incorporated under the lawsof this Commonwealth, and not 
iable to the tax upon income under existing laws, shall pay tothe Commonwealth 
a tax of three-fourths of 1 per cent. upon the gross receipts of said company. 

This was the case upon which the Supreme Court drew the line. In 
the case heretofore cited, wherein the Commonwealth undertook to tax 
the freight rates in the State, the law was held to be unconstitutional 
and void. But when the State imposed a tax on the gross receipts of the 
corporations the argument made was to this effect: ‘* This is the same 
asthe othercase; it interferes with interstate commerce, it interferes with 
foreign commerce, and therefore the law of Pennsylvania taxing the gross 
receipts of transportation companies must be declared void by the Su- 
preme Court.’’ ButtheSupreme Court did not agree tothat. Between 
the tax upon gross receipts and the tax upon the freight itself the court 
drew the line as to State and Federal power with reference to State 
taxation. 

I ask gentlemen to consider the opinion of the court in this case, 
which was pronounced by Mr. Justice Strong. I read from page 293: 

No doubt every tax upon personal property, or upon occupations, business, or 
franchises, affects more or less the subjects and the operations of commerce. Yet 
it is not everything that affects commerce that amounts to a regulation of it 
within the meaning of the Constitution. Wethink it may safely be asserted that 
the States have authority to tax the estate, real and personal, of all their corpo- 
rations, including carrying companies, precisely as they may tax similar prop- 
erty when belonging to natural persons, and to the same extent. 

Here isa case for my learned friend from Texas [Mr. REAGAN] which 
is precisely in point, a case where a State imposes a tax on the gross 
receipts of the transportation companies within the State, which tax 
the Supreme Court held to be constitutional and within the power of 
the State and did not interfere with it, and I presume it is the law of 
Pennsylvania to-day. If you may tax the gross receipts of a corpo- 
ration you may tax the real property, as the court here holds. Said the 
court in this case (I quote further from the same case): 

We think it may safely be asserted that the States have authority to tax the 

, real and personal, of all their corporations, including carrying companies, 


precisely as they may tax similar property when belonging to natural persons, 
and to the same extent. 


This bill not only exempts transportation companies from State tax- 














ation, but it exempts the property that belongs to individuals from the 
same tax if the property is engaged in foreign commerce. The court 
does not intimate and never has intimated that the States were in any 
way prohibited from or could be by the General Government prohibited 
from taxing the property within the State according to a rate of valua- 
tion. A ship engaged in foreign commerce may not touch the port of 
a particular State more than once inadozen years. But it is registered 
in a port of that State, and at the place of its registration it has its situs, 
and is there liable to be listed as a piece of property under the laws of 
the State and taxed according to State authority. The court further 
says in this same case: 

We think also that such taxation may be laid upon a valuation, or may be an 
excise, and that in exacting an excise tax from their corporations the States are 
not obliged to impose a fixed sum upon the franchises or upon the value of them, 
but they may demand a graduated contribution, proportioned either tothe valuc 
of the privileges pared 4 or to the extent of their exercise or to the results of 
such exercise. No mode of effecting this and no forms of expression which have 
not a meaning beyond this can be regarded as violating the Constitution. <A 
power to tax to this extent may be essential to the healthy existence of the State 
governments, and the Federal Constitution ought not to be so construed as to 
impair, much less destroy, anything that is necessary to their efficient existence. 

Mr. SINGLETON, of Illinois. Will my colleague allow me to ask 
him one question ? 

Mr. SPRINGER. Certainly. 

Mr. SINGLETON, of Illinois. Would the State of Illinois have the 
right to tax a vessel engaged in foreign commerce, say between Boston 
and Live 1. 

Mr. SPRINGER. I can only answer my colleague by assuming a 
case that may exist. If that vessel is registered in the city of Chicago 
and owned there, has its sifus there, then underthe law and the decision 
of the Supreme Court it is subject to taxation in the State of Illinois 
the same as other property in that State. 

Mr. SINGLETON, of Illinois. Let me puttomy colleague one other 
question. Suppose a vessel is anchored or cabled to the land in New 
York, in the navigable waters of the United States, is that vessel prop- 
erly within the jurisdiction of the State? 

Mr. SPRINGER. I must answer again that the ship has its situs 
where its registry is. . 

Mr. SINGLETON, of Illinois. Its situs is upon the navigable waters, 
which are exclusively under the control of Congress. 

Mr. SPRINGER. But all vessels must be registered in some port, 
and in that port it is liable to taxation, according to the laws of the State. 

I desire tocall attention further to this case of the Reading Railroad 
Company vs. The State of Pennsylvania. I quote further from pages 
293, 294: 

Is, then, the tax imposed by the act of February 23, 1866, a tax upon freight 
transported into or out of the State, or upon the owner of freight for the right 
ofthus transporting it? Certainly it is not directly. Very manifestly it is a tax 
upon the railroad company, measured in amount upon the extent of its busi- 
ness, or the degree to which its franchise is exercised. That its ultimate effect 
may be to increase the cost of transportation must be admitted. So it must be 
admitted that a tax upon any article of personal property that may become a 
subject of commerce, or upon any instrument of commerce, affects commerce 
itself. If the tax be upon the instrument, such as a stage-coach, a railroad car, 
ora canal, or steamboat, its tendency is to increase the cost of transportation. 
Still, it is not a tax upon transportation, or upon commerce, and it has never 
been seriously doubted that such a tax may be laid. 

Never until this committee reported the twenty-second section of this 
bill. 

Mr. ROBESON. I understood the gentleman to state that a ship 
has its sifus where it is registered. Iam not disputing that proposi- 
tion; but I wish to ask the gentleman under what law that is so? 

Mr. SPRINGER. Under the registry laws of Congress. 

Mr. ROBESON. Under what registry law? 

Mr. SPRINGER. Under the law of Congress approved December 31, 
1792, which requires vessels to be registered by the collector of the dis- 
trict nearest the residence of the owner. 

Mr. ROBESON. Passed under the power of the United States to 
regulate commerce ? 

Mr. SPRINGER, Yes, sir; certainly. 

Mr. ROBESON. Thatisall. | 

Mr. SPRINGER. In the case of Hayes vs. The Pacific Mail Steam- 
ship Company, reported in 17 Howard, page 596, the Supreme Court held 
that a vessel must be taxed at the place where it is registered. The 
State of California undertook to tax the steamers of the Pacific Mail 
Steamship Company, and the court held that that State could not tax 
those vessels because they were registered in the port of New York; that 
being registered in the city of New York that State was their sifws, and 
there only were they liable to taxation. 

Mr. MOULTON. That is an exception to the general rule as to per- 
sonal property. 

Mr. SPRINGER. As my colleague [Mr. MouLton] well says, that 
is an exception to the general rule as to personal property. The ship 
must of necessity move; its home is upon the sea; and in order to fix it 
for the purpose of legal restraint or government regulation, and the 
citizenship of its flag (if Imay use such a term), it must have a registry 
in some port, and that is where the ship has its abode—its sifus. In 
pursuance of this idea the law requires that the name of the port where 
the vessel belongs shall clearly appear upon the vessel itself, so as to be 
read and known in whatever port of the world the vessel may be. 
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I have referred to some of the authorities upon this subject; but the 
other cases I have examined are all tothe same effect. The States have 
not, under any provision of the Constitution or by virtue of any au- 
thority conferred upon the General Government, relinquished their 
right to tax within the State the property of its citizens. 

What would be the effect of the doctrine contained in the twenty- | 
second section of this bill? The power of Congress to make this ex- 
emption, if it exists, must be derived from that clause of the Consti- 
tution conferring upon Congress the power to regulate commerce among 
the States and with foreign nations. If this power includes the right | 
to adopt such a provision as this twenty-second section, there would | 
exist in Congress a similar power to exempt from taxation every rail- 
road carin the United States and the property of all railroads engaged in 
interstate or foreign commerce. Not only would Congress be author- | 
ized to enact such an exemption, but the decisions of the Supreme | 
Court are to the effect that taxes laid by any State in restraint of inter- 
state or national commerce are void. Therefore, even inthe absence of | 
legislation by Congress, the courts would be compelled to enjoin the 
collection of such taxes by any of the State governments if the twenty- | 
second section of this bill can be constitutionally enacted into law and | 
upheld by the courts. 

You need no clause in this bill with regard to taxation. The pro- | 

| 
| 


visions of the Constitution on this subject are self-acting; they point 
out the limit of State and national taxation. If these vessels engaged 
in foreign commerce can be exempted trom State taxation they are 
already exempt under the provisions of the Constitution, and no law 
of Congress can either enlarge or diminish the power of the States to 
tax this property. 

What, then, would be the effect of enacting this provision? It would 
recognize as constitutional the power of the General Government to tax 
exclusively the cars engaged in the railroad traflic of the country, to 
tax all steamboats, omnibuses, and stage coaches engaged in inter- 
state commerce. It would transfer from State jurisdiction all the vast 
property of transportation companies, and confer upon the General 
Government an exclusive power of taxation with respect to such prop- 
erty, because the power to exempt from taxation includes the power to 
tax. 

Mr. SINGLETON, of Illinois. 
interstate commerce ? 

Mr. SPRINGER. I will very gladly do so. I will not define it in 
my own language, but will refer my colleague to a judicial decision for 
its definition. I need not undertake to detine this commerce myself, 
when it has already received judicial interpretation, and is therefore 
authoritatively settled. 

I quote from the decision of Justice Washington (in Corfield rs. Cor- | 
yell, 4 Washington’s circuit court, 379): 

Commerce with foreign nations, and among the several States, can mean 
nothing more than intercourse with those nations and among those States for 
the purposes of trade, be the object of the trade what it may, and thus intercourse 
must include all the means by which it can be carried on, whether by the free 
navigation of the waters of the several States, or by a passage overland through 


the States, where such passage becomes necessary tothe commercial intercourse 
between the States. 


Will my colleague define for me 


This would be asufiicient answer to my colleague if it came from my- 
self; but as it comes from a court of the United States it should not 
only answer him but should answer all the members of the House who 
have suppused we should enact into legislation the principle contained 
in section 22 of this bill. 

Mr. SINGLETON, of Illinois. 
court ? 

Mr. SPRINGER. I will not take the trouble to recite the case in 
full, but will hand the report over to my friend and let him look at it. 
I have not time now to quote further from the case, especially as it is 
not pertinent to the argument in which I am engaged. 

I desire to ask members to consider in passing this important section 
whether they are not violating article 10 of the Constitution, which 
provides as follows: 

‘The pores not delegated to the United States by the Constitution, nor pro- | 
hibited by it to the States, are reserved to the States respectively, or to the people 

The powers of the General Government in reference to taxation are 
laid down in the clauses of the Constitution to which [ shall call atten- 
tion. In the first article, clause 3, the Constitution provides that Rep- | 
resentatives and direct taxes shall be apportioned among the several 
States according to population. If the power of the General Govern- 
ment to exempt vessels from taxation by the States is claimed, the power 
to tax these vessels must also exist, because the power to exempt from | 
taxation, as I have already stated, includes the power to tax. The | 
power to tax can exempt as well as tax. ‘Therefore a tax on vessels | 
would be a direct tax upon property, and such tax could only be laid | 
by the General Government by being apportioned among the several | 
States according to population. The taxing power of the General Gov- | 
ernment in regard to duties and imposts is as follows: 

The Congress shall have power to lay and collect taxes, duties, imposts, and 
excises, to pay the debts and provide for the common defense and gen ral wel- | 


fare of the United States; but all duties, imposts, and excises shall be 
throughout the United States.— Article 1, section 8, clause 1. 


The SPEAKER. 


What was the question before the 


uniform | 
| 


The gentleman's time has expired 


| delivered the opinion of the court 


| of the four steamboats and the furniture of the 
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Mr. SPRINGER. Inamoment. The other provisions of the Con 


| stitution on the subject of taxation relate to the tonage tax and pro 


hibit the States without the consent of Congress from laying any im 
posts or duties on imports or exports and duties on articles exported 


| from any State and prescribe the conditions under which capitation and 


direct taxes may be laid. But nowhere in the Constitution are the Stat 
prohibited from taxing any of the property of its citizens as propert) 

I ask consent of the House to print as a part of my remarks the dk 
cision of the Supreme Court in the ease of The Wheeling, Parkersburg! 
and Cincinnati Transportation Company ¢s. The City of Wheeling, 1 
ported in 99 United States Reports, pave 2735. The ease is directly in 
point and the opinion reviews all the authorities. Mr. Justice Clifford 
It is as follows 

Power to lnpose taxes for lewitimate purposes resides in the States as we 
in the United States, but the States can not without the consent of Congress | 
any duty of tonnage nor can they levy any imposts or duties on imports or ex 
ports, except what may be absolutely necessary for executing their inspectic 
laws, a8 without the consent of Congress they are prohibited from exercising 
any such power. Outside of those prohibitions the power ofthe States extends 
to all objects within their sovereign power, except the means and instruments 
of the Federal Government. (State tonnage tax cases, 12 Wall, 212.) 


Taxes levied by a State upon ships or vessels 2s instruments of commerce and 


‘ 


n 


| navigation are within the clause of the Constitution which prohibits the States 


from levyingany duty of tonnage without the consent of Congres iid it makes 
no difference whether the ships or vessels taxed belong to the citizens of the 
State which levies the tax or to the citizens of another State, as the 
is general, withdrawing altogether from the States the power to lay any duty of 
tonnage under any circumstances without the consent of Congress 

Pending the controversy in the subordinate State court the parties by consent 
filed in the case an agreed statement of facts, from which and the pleadings it 
appears that the plaintiffs commenced an action of assumpsit against the defend 


prohibition 


ants to recover back certain sums of money which the latter involuntarily paid 
tothe former astaxes wrongfully assessed, as they allege, upon four certain st 
boats which they owned, and which for four years or more they employed 
carrying passengers and freight between the port of Wheeling and other por 


on the Ohio River 
Itappears that the plaintiffs are an incorporated company organized unde 
the law of the State, and that the defendants are a municipal corporation « 
tered as acity under the law of the same State 
to assess, levy, and collect an 
prescribe by ordinance, for the use of the city, on personal property in the « 
not to exceed in any one year 50 cents on every S100 o7 the assessed valuat 
thereof. By the same law it is provided that personal property shall be deemed 
to include all subjects of taxation which the: 


lint 
Authority is vested in the « 
annual tax, under such regulations as they may 





sessors, acting under the laws « 


} the State, are orshall be by law required to enter on their booksas sach property 


for the purpose of State t 


taxation 
for the several yer 


Pursuant to that law taxes were 
fs mentioned, against the plaintiffs for the ApPpradse d valu 


assessed 





same, Which they owned and 
used as aforesaid, it appearing that the plaintif¥s’ principal place of busine 
was Wheeling and that three of the steamboats were usually lying at the whar 
or at the bank of the river within the corporate limits of the city 

Phroughout the whole period each of the steamboats was duly enrolled snd 
licensed as coasting vessels under the laws of the United States, and the agreed 
statement shows that the plaintiff paid foreach all dues, fees, and charges which 
were properly demandable under those laws 
under protest and in order to escape the seizure and sale of the steamboats 

Service was made, ond the parties having waived a jury and filed an agreed 
siatement of facts as before stated, submitted the case to the court of origina! 
jurisdiction. Hearing was had and the court rendered judgment in favor of th 
defendants. Exceptions were filed by the plaintiffs and they removed the cans 
into the supreme court of the State, called the court of appeals, where ths 
judgment of the subordinate court was aflirmed. Though defeated in both ot 
the State courts, the plaintiffs sued out the present writ of error and removed 
the cause into this court. 

Since the transcript was entered here the plaintiffs have assigned for erro 
that the State court of appeals erred in holding that the taxes levied are 
within the constitutional prohibition that no State, without the consent of ¢ 
gress, shall lay any duty of tonnage. 

Ships or vessels of ten or more tons’ burden, duly enrolled and licensed, if er 
gaged in commerce on waters which are navigable by such vessels from the sea 
are ships and vessels of the United States, entitled to the privileges secured t 
such vessels by the act for enrollingg and licensing ships or vessels to be em 
ployed in the coasting trade. (1 Stat. at Large, 205; 1 Id., 287.) 

Authorities to show that the States are prohibited from subjecting any 
ship or vessel to any duty of tonnage is scarcely necessary, as that proposition 
is universally admitted, the only question which can properly arise in the cas 
presented for decision being whether the tax as imposed by State authority isor 
1s not a tonnage duty within the meaning of the Constitution. Tonnage duties 
can not be levied, but it is too well settled to admitof question that taxes levied 
by a State upon ships or vessels owned by the citizens of the State, as properts 
based ona valuation of the same as property, to the extent of such ownership 
are not within the prohibition of the Constitution 

Power to tax for the support of the State governments exists inthe states in 
dependently of the National Government, and it may well be assumed that where 
there is no cession of contradictory or inconsistent jurisdiction in the United 
States, nor any restraining compact in the Constitution, the power in the State 
to tax for the support of the State authority reaches all the property within the 
State which is not properly regarded as the instruments or means of the Federal 
Government. (Nathan rvs, Louisiana, 8 How.,82; Brown vy. Maryland, 12 Wheat 
118; Weston vs. Charleston, 2 Pet., 467.) 

Beyond question these authorities show that 


Payment of the taxes was mad 


such 


Hl subieet 


over which the «ov 


| ereign power of a State extends are objects of taxation, the rule being that the 


sovereignty of a State extends to everything which exists by its own authority 


| or is introduced by its permission, except those means whieh are employed b 


Congress to carry into execution the powers 


riven by the people to the Feder 
Government, whose laws made in pursuance 


of the Constitution are supreme 


| (McCulloch rs. Maryland, 4 Wheat., 429; Savings Society vs, Coite, 6 Wall, 64 


Annual taxes upon ships and vessels for the support of the State government 
1s property, upon a valuation as other personal property, are everywhere laid 
nor is it believed that it requires muchargument to prove that the opposite the 
ory is unsound and indefensible in principle, as it is contrary to the genera 
received opinion and wholly unsupported by any judicial determinatio J 
stead of that there are many cases in which the courts in refuting the author 
of the States to lay duties of tonnage have admitted that the owners of 
may be taxed to the extent of theirinterest inthe same for the valne of the p 
erty. Assessments of the kind, when levied for municipal purpose mnt 
made against the owner of the property, and can only be made in t m 
pality where the owner resides 

Though aship, when engaged in the transportation of passenger id T 
Ch, is a vehic!l { 


ner wid within the power of reg tion granted 
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Congress, yet it has always been held that the power to regulate commerce, as 
conferred, does not give to Congress the power to tax the ship nor prohibit the 
State from taxing it as the property of theowner when he within their 
own jurisdiction; and he adds that the authority of Congress to tax ships is de- 
rived from the express grant of power in the eighth section of the first article, to 
lay and collect taxes, duties, imposts, and excises, and that the inability of the 
States to tax the ship as an instrument of commerce arises from the express pro- 
hibition contained in the tenth section of the same article. (Passenger Cas., 7 
How., 479. 

Seaberste that view is also derived from one of the numbers of the Federalist, 
which has ever been regarded as entitled to weight in any discussion as to the 
true intent and meaning of the provisions of our fundamentallaw. By that num- 
ber it is maintained that no right of taxation which the States had pew § en- 
joyed was surrendered, unless expressly prohibited, and that the right of the 
States to tax was not impaired by any affirmative grant of power to the General 
Government, that duties on imports were a part of the taxing power, and that the 
States would have had a right, after the adoption of the Constitution, to lay duties 
on imports and exports if they had not been expressly prohibited from doing so 
by that instrument. (Federalist, No. 32.) From which it follows, if the writer 
of that publication is correct, that the power granted to regulate commerce did 
not prohibit the States from laying import duties upon merchandise imported 
from foreign countries, that the commercial clause does not apply tothe right of 
taxation in either sovereignty, the taxing power being a distinct and separate 
power from the power to regulate commerce, and that the right of taxation in 
the States remains over every subject where it before exi , With the excep- 
tion only of those expressly or impliedly prohibited. 

Neither imposts nor duties on imports or exports can be levied by a State ex- 
cept what may be absolutely necessary for executing its inspection laws, nor 
can a State levy any duty of tonnage without the consent of Co State 
power of taxation is Soutien very comprehensive, but it is not without limits 
as appears from what has already been remarked, to which it ma: added 
that State tax laws can not restrain the action of the national authority, norcan 
they abridge the operation of any law which Congress may constitutionally 
pass. They may extend to every object of value not excepted as aforesaid within 
the sovereignty of the State, but they can not reach the means and instruments 
of the Federal Government, nor the administration of justice in the Federal 
courts, nor the collection of the public revenue, nor interfere with any constitu- 
tional regulation of Congress. 

Power to tax its citizens or subjects in some form is an attribute of every gov- 
ernment, residing in it as part of itself, and hence it follows that the power to 
tax may be exercised at the same time upon thesame objects of private property 
by the State and by the United States without inconsistency or repugnancy. 
(McCulloch vs. Maryland, 4 Wheat., 429; Prov, Bank vs, Billings, 4 Pet,, 568.) 

Such power exists in the State as one conferred or not prohibited by the State 
constitution, and in the Congress by express grant. Hence the existence of such 
powers is perfectly consistent, though the two governments in exercising the 
same act entirely independent of each other as applied to the property of the 
citizens. 

Legislative power to tax, as a general proposition, extends to all proper ob- 
jects of taxation within the sovereign jurisdiction of a State, but the power of a 
State of the Union to lay taxes does not extend to the instruments of the Na- 
tional Government, nor to the constitutional means to ca into execution the 
powers conferred by the Federal Constitution. Tax laws of the State can not re- 
strain the action of the National Government, nor can they circumscribe the 
operation of any constitutional act of Con They may extend to every ob- 
ject of value belonging to the citizen within the sovereignty of the State, not 
within the express exemptions of the Constitution, or those which are necessa- 
rily implied as falling within the category of means or instruments to carry into 
execution the powers granted by the fundamental law. (Day vs. Buffington, 3 
Oli?., 387.) 

Power to levy taxes, said Marshall, Ch. J., could not be considered as abridg- 
ing the right of the States on that subject, it being clear that the States might 
have exercised the power to levy duties on imports or exports had the Constitu- 
tion contained no prohibition upon the subject, from which he deduces the prop- 
osition that the prohibition is an exception from the acknowledged power of the 
States to levy taxes, and that the — is not derived from the power of 
Congress to late commerce. (Gibbons vs. Ogden, 9 Wheat., 201.) 

States, said Mr, Justice McLean, can not regulate foreign commerce, but he 
held in the same case that they may tax a ship or other vessel used in commerce 
the same as other property owned by its citizens, or they may tax the stages in 
which the mail is transported, as that does not regulate the conveyance of the 
mail any more than the taxing the ship regulates commerce, though he admitted 
that the tax in both instances affected in some degree the use of the property, 
which undoubtedly is correct. (Passenger Cas., 7 How., 402.) 

Enrolled vessels engaged in conveying ngers and freight, which were 
owned by citizens of the State of New York, entered the port of San Francisco, 
and while there were compelled to pay certain taxes. iyment having been 
made under protest, the owners of the vessels brought suit to recover back the 
amount, and Mr. Justice Nelson, in disposing of the case here, in behalf of the 
court held “that the vessels were not, in any proper sense, abiding within the 
limits of California so as to become incorporated with the other personal pro 
erty of the State; that they were there but temporarily, engaged in lawful trade 
and commerce, with their sifus at the home port where the vessels belonged and 
where the owners were liable to be taxed for the capital invested and where the 
taxes had been paid,’ which shows to a demonstration that the owners of ships 
and vessels are liable to taxation for their interest in the same upon a valuation 
as for other personal property. (Hays vs. Ship Co., 17 How., 599.) 

Ships, when duly registered or enrolled, are instruments of commerce and are 
to be regarded as meansemployed by the United States in execution of the pow- 
ers of the Constitution ; and therefore they are not subject to State regulations. 
(Sinnet vs. Davenport, 22 How., 227.) 

Such instruments or means are not given by the people of a particular State, 
Rut by the le of ali the States, and upon principle as well as autherity 
should be subjected to that government only which belongs to all. 

Taxation, beyond all doubt, is the exercise of a sovereign power, and it must 
be admitted that all subjects over which the sovereign power of a State extends 
are objects of taxation; but it is equally clear that those objects over which it 
does not extend are exempt from State taxation, from which it follows that the 
means and instruments of the General Government are exempt from taxation. 
(McOulloch vs. Maryland, 4 Wheat., 429.) 

Tonnage duties on ships by the States are expressly prohibited, but taxes levied 
by a State upon ships or vessels owned by the citizens of the State as property, 
based on a valuation of the same as property, are not within the prohibition, for 
the reason that the prohibition, when properly construed, does not extend to 
the investments of the citizens in such res. 

Duties of tonnage, says Cooley, the States are forbidden to lay, but he adds that 
the meaning of the prohibition seems to be that vessels must not be taxed as ve- 
hicles of commerce, according to capacity, it being admitted that they may be 
taxed like other property. (Cooley's Const.. Lim., 4th ed., 606.) 

“ Vessels are taxable as property,” = same author, and he adds that 
“ possibly the tax may be measured by capacity when they are taxed only as 
property and not as vehicles of commerce,” which may be true if it clearly ap- 
pears that the tax is to the owner in the locality of his residence, and is not a tax 
upon the ship as an instrument of commerce. on Taxation, 61.) 

Whatever more general or more limited view may be entertained of the true 





meaning of the clause, says Mr. Justice Miller, it is perfectly clear that a duty, 
tax, or burden imposed under the authority of the State, which is by the law im- 

it to be measured by the ey x the vessel, and is in its essence a 
conti on claimed for the a privilege arriving and di ing from a port in 
the United States, is within the prohibition. (Cannon rs. New Orleans, 2) Wall., 
581; Tonnage Cases, 12 Id., 210; Peete vs. Morgan, 19 Jd., 582.) 

Decided cases of the kind everywhere deny to the States the power to tax ships 
as the instruments of commerce, but they all admit, expressly or impliedly, that 
the State may tax the owners of such personal property for their interest in the 
same. Corresponding views are expressed m4 Mr. Burroughs in his valuable treat- 
ise upon taxation. Hesaysthat vesselsof all kindsare liable to taxation as prop- 
erty inthe same manner as other personal property owned by citizens of the 
State; that the prohibition only comes into play where they are not taxed inthe 
same manner as the other property of the citizens, or where the tax is imiposed 
upon the vessel as an instrument of commerce, without reference to the value 
asproperty. (Burroughs on Taxation, 91; Johnson vs. Drummond, 20 Gratt., 419.) 

rty in ships and vessels, say the court of appeals of Maryland, before the 
Federal Constitution wasadopted, was within the taxing power of the State, and 
they held that such property since that time, when belonging to a citizen of the 


State living within her territory and subject to her jurisdiction, and protected by 
her laws, is a of his capital in trade, and, like other property, is the subject 


os n. (Howell ts, The State, 3 Gill, 14; Perry vs. Torrence, 8 Ohio, 


Beyond all doubt the taxes in this case were levied against the owners as prop- 
erty, upon a valuation as in respect to all other personal property, nor is it pre- 
tended that the taxes were levied as duties of tonnage. Con has prescribed 


the rates of measurement and computation in ascertaining the ton of Amer- 
— —¥ = vessels, and in the light of those regulations Burro: says that 
wo! nm 


nage means the contents of the vessel expressed in tons, each of 
one hundred cubical feet (page 89 


Homans says that the word has se been an official term, intended originally 
to express the burden that a ship would carry, in order that the various dues 
and customs levied upon shipping might be imposed according to the size of the 


vessel, or rather in proportion to her capability of carrying burden.—Homans’s 
Die., . and Nav., Tonnage. 
by these definitions and the authorities already cited, it isasclear as any- 
thing in legal decision can be, that the taxes levied in this case are not duties of 
‘, within the meaning of the Federal Constitution. Takenasa whole the 
contention of the — is not that the taxes in question are duties of tonnage, 
but their proposition is that shins and vessels, when duly enrolled and licensed 
for the coasting trade, are not subject to State taxation in any form, and thatthe 
ownersof the vessels can not be taxed for the same as property, even when valued 
as other personal property, as the basis of State or municipal taxation. 

a ag as that theory is to the settled rule of construction that the commer- 
cial ¢ of the Constitution neither confers, regulates, nor prohibits taxation, 
it is not deemed necessary to give the theory much further consideration, (Gib- 
bons vs. Ogden, 9 Wheat., 201.) By that authority it is settled that the power to 
tax and the power to regulate and prohibit taxation are given in the Constitu- 
tion by separate clauses, and that those powers are altogether separate and dis- 
tinct from the feng’ to regulate commerce, from which it follows, as a necessary 
consequence, that the enrollment of a ship or vessel does not exempt the owner 
of the same from taxation for his interest in the ship or vessel as property, upon 
& valuation of the same as in the case of other personal property. 

Judgment affirmed. 


MILITARY ACADEMY APPROPRIATION BILL. 

Mr. BLACKBURN, from the Committee on Appropriations, reported 
back the amendments of the Senate to the bill (H. R. 7050) making 
appropriations for the support of the Military Academy for the fiscal 
year ending June 30, 1884, and for other purposes, and moved that they 
be non-concurred in. 

Mr. HOLMAN. The amendments are not numerous, and I ask that 
they be read. 

Mr. BLACKBURN. There ere only four of them. 

The amendments were read, and then were non-concurred in. 

Mr. BLACKBURN moved to reconsider the vote by which the amend- 
ments of the Senate were non-concurred in; and also moved that the 
motion to reconsider be laid on the table. 

The latter motion was agreed to. 


CONSULAR AND DIPLOMATIC BILL. 


On motion of Mr. BURROWS, of Michigan, by unanimous consent, the 
amendments of the Senate to the bill (H. R. 6957) making appropriations 
for the consular and diplomatic service of the Government for the fiscal 
year ending June 30, 1884, and for other purposes, were taken trom the 
Speaker’s table and non-concurred in. 


AMERICAN SHIPPING. 


The SPEAKER. The House resumes the consideration of the bill 
(H. R. 7061) to remove certain burdens on the American merchant ma- 
rine, to encourage the American foreign carrying trade, and to amend 
the laws relating to the shipment and discharge of seamen. The Chair 
— the gentleman from Alabama [Mr. HERBERT] as entitled to 
the floor. 

Mr. HERBERT. Mr. Speaker, I shall not detain the House at any 
length in the discussion of the pending proposition; but I hope I may 
be able in the short time I shall occupy the floor to advance some views 
on this bill which have not heretofore been sufficiently considered by 
this House. 

This bill is one of great importance. We propose by it to extend to 
the sea the same system of protection which has so long obtained upon 
the land. That system has brought us, I might say, many blessings, 
but at the same time we have paid for them ata fearful cost; and before 
we undertake to adopt upon the seas this same system of protection I 
think it behooves us to stop and consider well the cost. 

It is admitted on all hands that this bill proposes to enter upon a sys- 
tem of subsidies. Thisis simply the firststep. By this bill we propose 
to subsidize ship-building. The report of the committee indicates that 
a‘ter we have done this, in order to restore our carrying trade we mast 
take another step and subsidize those whorun ships. Both of these steps 
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are necessary to be taken before we can restore the carrying trade of 
the United States. In my opinion, Mr. Speaker, itis important that we 
should havea merchant marine. Itis important we should have trained 
sailors. Tohave ships and sailors would aid usin case of a war with for- | 
eign nations, or in case of a war between any of the great nations which 
now carry the commerce of the world. / 

Another argument usually spread before the people in very attractive 
form is that we pay nearly tens of millions of dollars to foreigners to 
carry our commerce, and that we ought to save that money by doing 
our own carrying,” This argument onits face is worth little or nothing. 
We pay others to carry for us and they do it for less than we could do it 
for ourselves. The compensation they receive is small, smaller than 
our capitalists could afford to undertake it for. — ; 

Mr. Speaker, it may be unpatriotic to say it, but the farmer in 
the West who sends his wheat to Europe, or the cotton-grower in the 
South who sends his cotton to Liverpool, just like the merchant in Bos- 
ton, cares veiv little whether that cotton or wheat or that freight is 
carried in foreign bottoms or in American bottoms. If foreigners, com- 
pelled by their necessities to be seafaring people, and enjoying the ben- | 
efits of cheap money and low interest, can carry for less than the Amer- | 
ican whose capital pays better in other employments, it is a matter of | 
dollars and cents better for the producers and shippers of freight to 
have the foreigner do it. » Spade 

Still, though the argument about saving freights as a matter of ccon- 
omy is deceptive and worthless, nevertheless we ought to have trained 
sailors and more vessels, because in case of a war between foreign na- 
tions (those nations which now do our carrying trade) our commerce 
would suffer. 

What, then, is the simplest remedy for usto adopt? Is it to pass this 
bill? Is it to encourage in this manner and promote the building of 
ships? Suppose, asoneof the gentlemen said on this floor on yesterday, 
the war which he says is imminent should break out to-day between 
European nations; how long would it take to build a merchant marine 
even under this law? Why, the war might be over and irreparable 
dlisaster inflicted on our commerce before ships could be built to carry 
our freights. 

But if an amendment which has been proposed to this bill were passed, 
allowing American citizens te buy ships wherever they can be bought 
and to sail them under the American flag, the merchant ships of the 
countries at war with each other could be transferred to the American 
flag almost instantaneously. We might purchase in a fortnight more 
vessels than could be built in years. Therefore, as a remedy for the 
evils that would afflict us in the case of a foreign war, certainly free 
ships would be far better than this bill, which at most could only pro- 
vide for building them up very slowly. 

Then let us look at this bill in another aspect. Its sole purpose is by 
a system of subsidies to secure the building of ships in America. Itis 
confessed by the committee itself that it will not secure the running of 
ships by Americans. This they say will remain to be done by still 
further subsidies. Let us, before proceeding to take this initial step, 
count the actual costofit. Whoare interested in the bill? What classes 
are urging it here? I send to the Clerk a recent number of the Ameri- 
can Protectionist, and ask to have read the clause which I have marked: 

The Clerk read as follows: 

319 Broapway, New York, December 23, 1882. 

Deak Sin: As chairman of the sub-committee on shipping, appointed by the 
mational tagiff convention, I take the liberty of calling your attention to the re- 

No. 1827, of the joint Congressional and the bill H. R. 7061 now before the 
ouse of Representatives, which will be called up early in January. The pas- 
sage of this measure is of the most vital importance to American shipping and 
of our industries generally, as will be seen by the annexed schedule of industries 
affected by ship-building, and whose ruin would be certain if a free-ship bill is 
ever passed by Con, . 
' To secure the passage of the joint committee bill it is necessary that manu- 
focturers and others in favor of protection to American industries should at once 
bring to bear upon Con all legitimate agencies within their control. Will 
ou, if it is ble, assist in this effort by meeting with others of like views at 

illard’s Hotel, Washington, District of Columbia, on Monday, January 8, 1883? 
If you can not be present there, please write to the Congressman from your dis- 
trict and the Senators from your State and secure their votes and active influ- 
ence in behalf of the bill. lease send to the undersigned, at the office of the 
American Protectionist, No. 319 Broadway, New York, the names of the Sena- 
tors and Representatives to whom you write, the nature of the replies received 
from them, and your aprnten as to their probable course. 

This is the first question that comes up in this session of Congress that directly 
bears upon the question of protection, and upon its decision will largely depend 
the disposition of the tariff bill. 

Yours, respectfully, 


HL. C. CALKINS, Chairman. 
MARCUS HANLON, Secretary. 

Mr. HERBERT. Here we see, Mr. Speaker, a call made by the chair- 
man of the shipping committee, which is seeking to carry this bill 
through Congress, upon all of the industries supposed to be interested 
in the 7 of it. It is usual when a subsidy is sought at the hands 
of Congress for the subsidists and their friends to flock to Washington. 
It has been usual for them to use every influence they could possibly 
bring to bear and every means in their power to induce Congressmen to 
favor and pass their measures; and I certainly must say that I like the 
manner of this gentleman. It is, to say the least, honest, honorable 
in him to publish to the world a call on all the industries who may be 
interested in this subsidy to he granted here to come to Washington and 


But I want to interpret that letter a little. Right after that follows 
a list of the industries interested in American ships, as follows: 
FREE SHIPS MEAN FREE TRADE—INDUSTRIES INTERESTED IN AMERICAN SHIPS 
Material and outfits for steamers completed and contracted far by John Roach & 
Son, from January 1, 1880, to January 1, 1882. 
Pig-iron, 3,450 tons, dase esiaalaltiaebnabelaaniatincienpmeeentisaiecnvineckaine 
Manufactured gron plates, angles, bars, rivets, forgings, & c., 47,824,- 
000 Ibs... ears oa’ aa 


$86, 250 00 


1, 675, 840 00 


Copper, 805,000 Tbs............ aig sshantaaiakeeteiels ’ 193, 200 00 

Lead, 127,500 Ibs a eibabipatieee 8,925 GO 

Lumber, 6,750,000 feet........... saints tadianatesiaeicied ; B05, 000 00 

Coal, 18,000 tons... R os va Mole? - $0,000 00 
2, 357, 215 OO 

Anchors 9, 780 96 

Chains........ 22,968 42 

| EE RE ea 16, 650 00 

Life-rafts 6, 660 00 


Steam windlasses, manufactured by the American 


Ship Windlass Company, Providence, Rhode Island 30, 200 00 
Capstans, steam and hantl 8,200 00 
Life-preservers “ 8,670 08 
Hlose..... seeae as “ 1,265 00 
Fire-buckets.... 1°77 Oo 
AxeS...... awendne 200 00 
Deck lines......... 14,726 89 
Lamps and lanterns . 16, 800 00 
Nautical instruments......... ‘ 6,425 00 
Flags ..... smeavene 4,200 00 
Rigging wire, Manila, and blocks 23,90) 00 


Sails and awnings 21,600 00 


Canvas for decks 12,850 00 
Plumbing and brassing ed . 43,500 00 
Stcam-pumps... ei ; 27,800 00 
Steam-gauges 3,300 Oo 


Upholstery, bedding, linen, &c... 91,5¢2 G4 
Carpets ‘ eeeaqunsenns sane enh 31,516 60 
Silverware........... imiaainees 24,707 49 
Stoves and kitchen and cooking utensils 17,809 60 
Crockery and glassware .................. 11,600 41 
Gas and steam pipe and fittings..... 28,000 00 
Hoisting-engines ... cae 35, 600 00 
Spars for musts ..... 12,500 00 
Paints and oils .. : sistance uaiiocd 65,090 00 
Joiners’ hardware, locks, screws, &c 16,700 00 
Covering for boilers, pipes, &e 18,000 00 
Engineers’ tools and instruments 9,000 00 
Drawing-paper, tracing-cloth, Kc , giunaediian 3,500 00 
Cabin and state-room turniture, chairs, tables, brushes, 

pails, baskets, euspidors, & 15, 675 00 
Glass for side lights and windows 5,860 00 
Porcelain and glass name-plates 2,500 00 


- 674, 350 83 
Total amount cbebensanhene 3,031,565 88 
The ship-yards of Harlan & Hollingsworth, Cramp & Sons, and others, use 
goods of the same character. 

Being interpreted this cireular is an open call to the protected indus 
tries, who have received so much from the hands of Congress, to flock to 
Washington and lobby through more subsidies, more of the people's 
money. It says tothe iron and steel, ‘‘ Look at the list and sce what fat 
picking there is for you if this bill passes. John Roach, in his ship-yard, 
has used $2,357,000 worth of iron and steel in the last year. The bill 
proposes to help him buy more iron and more steel and compels him to 
buy it from you. Thereforecome to Washington and help lobby through. 
The people who will pay this subsidy are at home at work on their farms 
or at labor in their shops or behind their counters. Let them stay there; 
let us go to Washington and push through this subsidy.’’ 

The list is complete and the appeal is made to all who are interested 
directly or remotely in the subsidy to come and join the noble army of 
lobbyists—to manufaéturers of the fire-buckets, deck lines, of nautical 
instruments, of flags, of rigging, sails and awning, canvas, upholstery, 
bedding, carpets, of silverware, of stoves, kitchen and cooking utensils, 
cutlery, and glassware, paint, oils, and other things too numerous to 
mention. 

These gentlemen, in response to that letter, were to hold a meeting 
last night in this city for the purpose of urging the passage of this bill 
By their combined strength they propose to put it through. They do 
not represent the people who have the taxes to pay, but only a small 
proportion of the tax-payers and the laborers. 

I wish to God the farmers of this country had it in their power to 
combine; had it in their power to bring to bear their influence to secure 
their rights against these powerful combinations which seek to dictate 
to Congress what laws they shall pass. But afterall, Mr. Speaker, they 
have that power if they would only exercise it. ‘They have only to com 
bine at the polls with other classes of consumers of manufactured mer 
chandise and elect Representatives who will protect their rights. The) 
have the power to do it; and if the farmers of the West would only lay 
aside those prejudices that have in times past bound them to the pro 
tectionists ,then through their Representatives here they could command 
legislation that would be just and fair, legislation that would not take 
money out of the pockets of some and put it into the pockets of others. 

The gentleman from Maryiand (Mr. MCLANE] said on yesterday 
that this was not a question of tariff, that the tariff had nothing to do 
with it. It is true this is not a tariff bill, but you see here those who 
are interested in it, and if the tariff has nothing to do with the bill 
the tariff men shall have something todo with it. And here as itever 





urge it through in person. 








is whenever a new step in the direction of protection is proposed the 
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monopolists come to the front in solid array to strengthen the combi- 
nations by which they intend to control in their own interests the legis- 
lation of the country. Thus have they taken millions and billions of 
dollars from the people. 

But now let us go to the bill. I am in favor of many of its proposi- 
tions. 1 believe we ought to put American shipping as far as possible 
on the same footing with the shipping of other nations. 
provisions of this bill which repeal restrictions heretofore put upon 
American shipping are right and proper and they have my hearty sup- 
port. But there are some pros isions I can notagree to. For instance— 
and I desire to call the attention of the members of this committee to 
it—section 14 provides: 

That section 2314 of the Revised Statutes be amended so as to read as follows: 

“Soc, 2514. That all articles and materials of foreign production needed for the 
repair of vessels engaged in the foreign trade, including the trade between the At- 
lantic and Pacific ports of the United States, and all ship stores, cordage, rigging, 
canvas for sails, and coal to be used and consumed on board of any such vessel, 
may be withdrawn from bonded warehouses free of duty, under such regula- 
t'ons as the Secretary of the Treasury may prescribe.” 

Now, if I can get the attention of the committee to this question I 
cosire to ask them why they propose this change in section 2514. That 
section now provides that American vessels, and American vessels only, 
nuy withdraw without the payment of the duty these foreign products 
from bonded warehouses. What is the purpose of extending this privi- 
lege to other vessels, of putting foreign vessels on the same footing with 

\merican vessels? Why, I thought this bill was intended to benefit 
the American shipping! Instead of that, when you find a statute on 
the hooks which does provide for a protection to the American ship- 
owner, relieving him of taxation as to these foreign products which he 
wishes to withdraw from the warehouse, you extend that also to for- 
cigners; you find it does not include ship-stores, and so you broaden it 
and make it include ship-stores and those other articles. That is all 
very proper, but why you extend to foreigners 2 privilege heretofore 
only granted to Americans I can not conceive. 

There certainly can be no treaty which requires you to do this. ‘That 
statute has been on the books tor vears, and I have heard no complaint 
of the violation of any treaty. There could be no treaty—of course I 
have not looked through them all, but there could be no treaty by 
which the United States could surrender its right to give a bonus to its 
own shipping, as it did in this section 2514, which simply relieves from 
taxation pro tanto or to that extent the American shippers. Now, this 
bill, confessedly tor the purpose of aiding American shipping, comes in 
and extends that privilege also to foreign ships. Unless some good 
reason be given for this | shall move, when we come to consider this bill 
by sections, tostrike out the privilege to foreign ships to withdraw these 
stores from the warehouse without duty, 

| said this bill was a protectionist measure, So it is; and protection 
is always inconsistent with itself. No bill, no system of protection can 
be framed which will not bristle with absurdities and self-contradictions. 
This bill is an illustration, 

The full-blown protectionists will tell you free trade is never a bless- 
ing at all; and yet when they want to encourage a particular industry— 
shipping in this case—they give to it free trade here in this section as to 
certain things. Now, if you wanted to encourage farmers would you 
not give them a little of the same sort of blessing? If free trade is an 
encouragement to shipping would it not he an encouragement to farm- 
ing’ And yet every time any step is taken in that direction protec- 
tionists ery out that is all wrong. 

Mr. Speaker, I do not wish to be misunderstood; | am nota free 
trader; that is to say, that while I believe in the theory of free trade 1 
also know we must have revenue. This I believe in collecting mostly 
by a tariff on imported goods, so I am for a tariff for revenue. I would 
also recognize existing facts when we come to revise the tariff, and I 
would not suddenly strike down the industries which have grown up 
under the fostering care and protection of the law so as to bring dis- 
tress upon the country. But I believe wise statesmanship would lead 
us by wise measures constantly in the direction of tariff for revenue, in- 
stead of making new strides in protection. That is what we contend 
for on this side. But I am digressing. 

I come now to section 18 of this bill, Other gentlemen have criti- 
cised it, but it seems to me they have not got down to the marrow of 
it yet. It oceurs to me, with all due deference to the distinguished 
gentlemen composing this committee, that they themselves do not 
properly appreciate the magnitude and extent of the subsidy proposed 
to be granted by that eighteenth section. I say so because on reading 
their report I find on pages 6 and 7 a statement by them that in order 
to find out what would be the practical working of the plan proposed 
by this section, they submitted this question to the Delaware River Iron 
Ship-building and Engine Works Company ; and that some officer of that 
corporation made a calculation upon two or four—I do not remember 
the number precisely—ships just constructed by them, and asecrtained 
that this would be giving a subsidy on nger ships of S34 per ton, 
and a subsidy on iron steamships for freight of $15 per ton. 

That simple calculation seems to have satisfied the committee, and 
therefore they adopted this section seemingly on the idea that the 
ratio of subsidy would be about the same inall eases. I donot say that 
calculation did not apply to those ships; hut would it apply to all other 
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ships? The principle of this section 18 is to give on each American 
article used in building or equipping a ship a rebate equal to what the 
tariff would be ou a similar article if imported. And so the section 


| leaves it to the ship-builder or the owner, or both combined, to say of 


what material the ship shall be built. This applies not only to the 
building of the ship, but to its equipment and its furnishing. Now, it 
is human nature that the builder or the owner, in selecting the material, 


As to some 
manuiactures the difference between the English and the American 
article is nothing like so great as the tariff. 

On all such articles as that, the owner who wanted a ship built would 
make large profits. I can show you, I think, that under this billa builder 
could at John Rouch’s werks, in Philadelphia, construct a ship of steel 
cheaper than he could build a ship of iron. 

Looking over in the list I sent to the Clerk’s desk to be read, the list 
of articles used by John Roach in the construction of ships, I made ¢ 
calculation to see how much his 3,450 tons of iron cost him per ton, and 
it was something between $22 and $23 per ton. Now suppose he were 
to build a ship of steel? According to the newspapers he would find 
that American steel can be laid down on American soil to-day for $40 
per ton. The tariff on steel is $28 per ton. Now if he should select 
steel instead of iron with which to build his vessel, the Government would 
pay him $28 per ton, in the way of rebate, and he himself would pay 
only $12 per ton for the steel used in that vessel. If he should build 
it of iron he would get a rebate of only $7 per ton, and $7 from $22 
would leave $15. Therefore the iron would cost the builder $15 per ton 
and the steel would cost him only $12 per ton. 

Now, gentlemen of the committee, is that what you mean? Did 
you mean to give to the luilder or to the owner of vessels under this 
bill the right to choose the material in that way so that the greatest 
profits would always come to the builder by the Government paying 


the largest proportion of the cost of the article? In the ease | have 


| mentioned the people of Chis country, when a vessel was built under 


this law of stecl, woul pay S88 toward the material while the owner 
paid only $12. 

And so in regard to the furnishing of ships. Take the article of car- 
peting. An immense profit would be made on that article, becarse 
there is very little difference between English and American prices of 
thatarticle. The tariffon blankets is 98 percent. That is prohibitory. 
That rebate would give the ship-owner an immense profit. So of the 
rehate on silverware and on many other articles. 

from all such things the ship-owner who made a contract for a ship 
under this bill would make a profit, while the American people would 
pay nobody can tell how much, I have not undertaken to be accurate 
in all my figures. It is not necessary to the argument. The figures I 
have used are sufliciently accurate for illustration. 

Now, the committee say in their report that they think the amount 
paid by the Government would be about $34 per ton for passenger 
steamers, and $15 per ton for freight steamers. Then why not put it 
at that amount? Why not say you propose to pay that amount in 
money taken out of the Treasury, for that is where you obtain the 
money? Why not pay a sum certain, so that the people of the United 
States will know that whenever under this law a hundred thousand 
tons of iron freighting ships are constructed, wpon which a bonus of $15 
a ton is paid, that would be a million and a half of dollars, while if 
you build a hundred thousand tons of steel ships, on which the bonus 
is 828, they would pay $2,800,000? 

These figures would look rather ugly, but you ought to be open and 
square with the people and let them know just exactly how much they 
will have to pay if we pass this bill. yd 

* Mr. LORD. Willthe gentleman from Alabama [Mr. Hernert]allow 
me to interrupt him for a single moment? 

Mr. HERBERT. Certainly. 

Mr. LORD. 1 wish to inquire of the gentleman whether he has ob- 

served that there was offered yesterday an amendment which was ac- 
ceptable to 2 majority of the committee having charge of this bill, which 
provides that the amount to be paid under this bill shall not in any one 
single year exceed the amount colJected on tonnage duties, which would 
be about one and a half millions of dollars; also that the drawback on 
any one article should not exceed 35 per cent.? Such an amendment 
was offered yesterday and appears in the REcorp to-day, and gentle- 
men on the floor having charge of the bill have expressed willingness 
to make it a part of the bill. I call the attention of the gentleman to 
that fact simply because it takes all the force out of the remark of the 
gentleman that the rebate under this bill may run up to very large 
figures. 
Mr. HERBERT. 1 observed that such an amendment was offered, 
but I did not observe that the committee had expressed a willingness 
to adopt it. 1 certainly did not suppose they would agree to an amend- 
ment which would utterly emaseulate their bill. 

Mr. LORD. Never mind; they will take the risk of that. I am 
obliged to the gentleman for his courtesy, but I wished him to under- 
stand that in otfering that amendment it was announced to the House 
that it was with the consent and approbation of the committee having 
charge of the bill. 

Mr. HERBERT. 


I did not observe that. I want tosay, however, 
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that I am glad if you have accepted an amendment of that kind. 
it does not answer the argument I have made. ' 
culate this bill, for that would not be a drop in the bucket. 


Still, 


Here is 
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As I said, it will emas- | 


John Roach, who has used so many millionsof dollars’ worth of materials | 


in two years in the construction of his ships, and you say that under 
this bill, with the amendment you have agreed to adopt, you will under- 
take to revive shipping by a bonus of $2,200,000. 

Mr. LORD. Not $2,200,000. Thetonnage duties have never reached 
more than $1,500,000 in a year. My friend trom New York under- 
stands what that is. 

Mr. COX, of New York. Last year it amounted to 41,200,000. 

Mr. LORD. I supposed that it was $1,500,000. 

Mr. HERBERT. That would be a very little sugar-plum for these 
subsidists. But even if it is limited in that way, it does not take from 
the force of my argument. If you are to expend for this purpose one 
and a half millions of the people’s money, why do you leave it to these 
owners or builders of ships to select the materials and the price? You 
say this is for the benefit of ship-building, but the section gives the 
bonus to whom? 

Mr. PAGE. ‘To the ship-owners. 

Mr. HERBERT. Not to the ship-builders, but to the ship-owners. 
I will ask the gentleman to state what the purpose of that was? 

Mr. PAGE. That the ship-owner may have ships manufactured in 
the United States of American materials and by American labor. 

Mr. HERBERT. So it all comes to that at last. The committee 
proposes to give this protection to the owner, whoever he may be, not 
to the builder. Our protective laws heretofore have been bad enough; 
they have undertaken to protect American citizens and enable them to 
get money out of the Treasury; but this proposition protects foreign 
citizens. Who are to-day the owners of the ships engaged in the com- 
merce of this country? The English, the Norwegians, and the Danes; 
they do our carrying trade; and under this eighteenth section you pro- 
pose to give them this protection in order that they may come ip and 
compete with Americans. 

Mr. PAGE. Is the gentleman aware that an act passed in 1560 pro- 
vides that a foreign citizen—Dom Pedro, if you please—may come to 
the United States and order a ship built here; and if it is built to be 
taken out of the United States—to be taken to Brazil, for instance—a 
drawback of 90 per cent. is allowed upon all duty paid on foreign mate- 
rials used in the construction of such a ship? The gentleman proposes 
to deny to American citizens having steamships engaged in the foreign 
trade of the United States: the same protection which by the act of 1860, 
section 3019 of the Revised Statutes, is now given to foreigners. 

Mr. HERBERT. Will the gentleman answer my question? 

Mr. PAGE. I will if I can. f 

Mr. HERBERT. The gentleman has stated that ifUh vessel is con- 
structed for a foreign government there is a rebate of 90 per cent. 

Mr. PAGE. I did not say ** government.”’ 

Mr. HERBERT. I will ask him whether there is any law to pre- 
vent private citizens from buying a vessel from an American citizen ? 

Mr. PAGE, Private citizens? 

Mr. HERBERT. Yes, sir; private citizens who wish to run passen- 
ger steamships or freight steamers; is there any law to prevent them 
trom buying such steamers from an American citizen ? 

Mr. PAGE. Ido not know any law that prevents one citizen from 
selling a vessel to another citizen. I do know a law that prevents a 
citizen of the United States or any one else from buying a vessel built 
in a foreign country and getting an American register for it. 

Mr. HERBERT. That is exactly the converse of my proposition. 
That is to say, you do know a law which I say ought to be repealed -—— 

Mr. PAGE. And which we say ought not to be repealed. 

Mr. HERBERT. Which prevents Americans from buying ships 
abroad; but at the same time when I ask the gentleman whether any 
law prevents foreigners from coming here and buying our ships, the 
gentleman docs not answer the question. I say there is no such law. 

Mr. PAGE. There is no law to prevent foreigners coming here and 
having a ship built at a ship-yard on the Delaware; and this Govern- 
ment says, ‘‘If that ship is built of foreign materials we will grant to 
the foreign citizen a drawback of 90 per cent. of the tariff duty paid 
upon such materials if it is built entirely of foreign material.”’ 

Mr. MOULTON. Will the gentleman allow me to call his attention 
to the fact that at the last session of this Congress when a bill on this 
subject was presented here and when an amendment was offered by my 
friend from Virginia [Mr. TucKER] giving the American citizen the 
same privilege that you proposed to give to foreigners, the Republicans 
sat back in their seats and refused to vote; so that the bill was defeated? 
This is a matter of record. 

Mr. PAGE. I do not remember the action referred to by the gentle- 
man from Illinois. 

Mr. HERBERT. I do not wish my time further taken up. Butas 
I was saying this section is not for the protection of the American ship- 
owner, but for the protection of the owner, be he Norwegian, Swede, 
Italian, or Englishman. 

Mr, PAGE. Will the gentleman let me answer his question? 

Mr. HERBERT. No, sir; I can not yield further. The gentleman 
has admitted that any of these people under this provision will have 





jority of cases foreigners will get the rebate you propose t 
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the right to come in and get 2 bonus from the Government upon their 
ships. Your bill is not for the benefit of the American ship-owner oi 
the Amevican ship-builder, but for the benetit ef any toreigner who 
may sce proper to come in and compete with uA and i 


mericans; ua? 


»vive, in this, 
because they have more eapital; they can run vessels more cheaply 
they can get labor at lower rates than we can. 

Mr. PAGE. Now, will the genleman let me answer him ? 

Mr. HERBERT. No, sir, not now; the gentleman can answer in hi 
own time; he will have the right to close this debate. 

Mr. ROBINSON, of Massachusetts. Will the gentleman 


irom \} 


| bama yield to me for a word? 


Mr. HERBERT. Yes, sir. 

Mr. ROBINSON, of Massachusetts. The gentleman from Illinois 
[Mr. MouLton] has referred to some action on this subject at the last 
session. He will bear in mind that the bill to which he has referred 
came before the House under the operation of what was called the 
** Pound rule,’’ under which there was no opportunity for debate, the 
rule being designed to allow the passage of bills to which there was 
no real objection. The bill having come betore the House in that way, 
& proposition was made to amend it very substantially, a proposition 
upon which there could be no debate; and very naturally we did not 
wish to go into the consideration of the question under such circum- 
stances. 

Mr. MOULTON. It was only an amendment to insert two words 
the words ** and domestic’’—putting Americans upon the same {voting 
as foreigners. 

Mr. ROBINSON, ot Massachusetts. 
words might lead to two days’ debate. 
coastwise trade. 

Mr. HERBERT. The gentleman must excuse me ; my time is about 
to expire, and I can not yield further. I have said that I am in favor 
of encouraging by all proper and wise legislation American shipping 
and American ship-owning. Therefore, I am in favor of free ships. ! 
believe that if we are allowed to buy ships anywhere and everywhere 
in the world, then in case of war (and it is to provide against the emer 
gency of war we are most particularly anxious to have ships of ourown) 
we could buy ships to do our carrying trade, as everybody knows, much 
more easily and much more speedily than we could construct them 

Mr. RANNEY. After the war had begun? 

Mr. HERBERT. Yes, sir; after the war had begun we could buy 
ships abroad. It was done during the late war. 

Then again the theory of this bil is to put the American ship-builde: 
on an equality with the Englishman. If this is what you want to do, 
why notdo it bya simple, straightforward, plain method, which would 
give the American ship-builder free material without giving the oppor 
tunities for frand which are given by this bill? 

I would be willing to vote fora bill of that kind. But this proceeds 
on the theory you are giving him free material. As I have shown by a 
brief glance at a list of articles used by John Roach tor two years in 
constructing his ships it goes mueh further. It givesa great deal more. 
If this system should be adopted, no man can tell to what extent it 
would involve our Treasury. I am satisfied that under the provisions 
of this bill if it be adopted as reported by the committee an American 
ship-builder could build vessels more cheaply than they could be con 
structed on the Clyde; yes, so much more cheaply that if the Treasury 
of the United States will only hold out you can break up ship-build 
ing in England. Are Congressmen here ready to pledge this Govern 
ment to foot the bills? 

One word further. You propose in the bill, as stated by the gentle 
man from California [Mr. PAGE], in my language and not in his, to 
sell all these American ships which are to be built to foreigners or any 
body else who wants them. Your ship-builders can not afford to com 
pete with foreign ship-builders, but you propose to enable them to do 
so by giving to each purchaser a bonus out of the Treasury of the United 
States. That is the shape of this present subsidy which you admit is 
only the first step toward increasing the number of American ships and 
American sailors. 

Your next step is to be another subsidy—a subsidy to any American 
who will buy these ships and ‘run them. By this means you are to 
establish new American lines, lines to Brazil, lines to the Mediterranean 
and to China and all over the world. The ery is here in speeches that 
in this way we must open up new markets for American manufactures 
Right here, if you keep up as you intend to do your present tariff sys 
tem, you will encounter another difficulty, that must also be met and 
overcome by a subsidy. Your goods are so high priced that forcigners 
do not want them. They can buy more cheaply elsewhere. 

If you would change your tariff we might manufacture cheaply. ‘The 
South is even now sending cotton goods to China because we have the 
raw material at our doors and other natural advantages. If you would 
let her have machinery free of duty she could supply cotton goods to 
the world. But you will not do it. So if you would let Northern 
manufacturers have raw materials free they could in many things com 
pete with the outside world. But you will not do it. So your goods 
are and will remain high priced. You compel our own people to buy 
them because you will not let them have any other; but you can not 


But that amendment of two 
Besides that bill related to th 
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compel foreigners. 
high-priced articles ? ’ 

Under your present tariff you can do it only in this way: when you 
get lines of steamers built by subsidies and run by subsidies, then let 
the captains of these vessels which are to carry American-made goods 
to the Mediterranean and Brazil take along with them from the Treas- 
ury of the United States subsidies in their pockets to pay every pur- 
chaser of these high-priced goods ‘so much for buying a blanket and so 
much for buying a hat, so much for this and so much forthat. In that 
way, by carrying out completely your idea of subsidies you can have 
ships and ship-owners and sailors and foreign commerce, provided there 
is no limit to the Treasury and no limit to the patience of the people of 
the United States. 

I yield now the balance of my time to the gentleman from Georgia 
(Mr. HAamMonp]. 

Mr. HAMMOND, of Georgia. Mr. Speaker, I did not intend to say 
a word about this bill and rather think I had better not now, but I 
will give the benefit of the doubt the other way. [Laughter. ] 

The real oceasion for my speaking is this: I was out of the House 
yesterday on other public business and entered as the gentleman from 
Maryland [Mr. MCLANE] was about finishing, and he alluded to my 
distinguished colleague, Mr. Stephens, now governor of Georgia, as a 
great Jeffersonian Democrat and then cited Jefferson as in favor of a 
bill of this character. Had he quoted the language of Jefferson, in- 
stead of drawinga conclusion from it, | would have been content. His 
speech would have been its own answer. But in default of his doing 
that I desire to call attention to the quotation. TI find it in the argu- 
ment made by Mr. John Roach before this select committee, and as- 
sume that it is correct. I know nothing to the contrary. 

In the first place I call attention to the state of facts which called for 
the remarks. It was in the early history of the Government. We were 
having our contention with England asto the mastery of the sea. She 
was occasionally seizing our vessels trading where she had forbidden us 
to trade. We were on the eve of war. England was marching up to 
that acme of insult whereby she sought to arrest and search our ships. 
It was about under these circumstances that Mr. Jeffersonspoke. Itis 
suggested that it was in 1793. If it was that early it was a little ahead 
of the things I have mentioned, but his language was this: 


But on the seaboard they are open to injury,and they have there, too, a com- 
merce which must be protected. 


How, then, will you induce them to take your 


That is, our vessels 
Mr. MCLANE, of Maryland. No, not our vessels, but our country. 
Mr. HAMMOND, of Georgia. I will read itas John Roach quoted it: 


Our navigation involves still higher considerations. Asa branch of industry 
it is valuable; but as a resource of defense essential, The position an! circum- 
stances of the United States leave them nothing to fear from their land-board, 
and nothing to desire beyond their present rights. Buton the seaboard they are 
=— to injury, and they have there, too, a commerce which must be protected. 

1is can only be done by possessing a respectable body of citizen seamen, and 
of artisans and establishments in readiness for ship-bufiding. If particular na- 
‘tions grasp at undue shares (of commerce or carrying), and more especially if they 
seize on the means of the United States to convert’ them into aliment for their 
own strength and withdraw them entirely from the support of those to whom 
they belong, defensive and protecting measures become necessary on the part 
of the nation whose marine resources are thus invaded, or it will be disarmed 
of its defense, its productions will be at the merey of the nation which has pos- 
sessod itself exclusively of the means of carrying them, and its politics may be 
influenced by those who command its commerce. The carriage of our own com- 
modities, if once established in another channe, can not be resumed in the mo- 
ment we desire, If we lose the seamen and artisans whom it now occupies, we 
lose the gocnens means of marine defense, and time will be requisite to raise up 
others when disgrace or losses shall bring home to our feelings the evils of hav- 
ing abandoned them, 





I thank the gentleman for making me requote it to get it, and cor- 
rectly, because it only gives emphasis to the idea i intend to present. 
Mr. Jefferson was arguing that the United States was in a condition of 
danger, that it might be attacked, that the United States might suffer 
injury upon the sea, that the United States might have to protect at sea 
the commerce of its citizens. Therefore, he said, this could only be 
done by possessing a respectable body of citizen seamen, and of artisans 
and establishments in readiness for ship-building. 

We have the establishments (our navy-yards, &c. ) ready for ship-build- 
ing. If we have not we ought to make them, if we need them, under 
the Constitution of the United States, which says Congress may “ pro- 
vide and maintain a navy.’’ We have not the citizen seamen. We 
have been told by the gentleman from Maine [Mr. DinGLry] that the 
seamen of England and the United States are both about 90 per cent. 
foreigners to the flags under which theysail. If the gentleman thinks 
that Congress should build a navy let him say so and let this Congress 
so provide. This doctrine uttered here by Jefferson was a mere declara- 
tion that while we were threatened we should “in time of peace pre- 
pare for war.’’ That is the whole of it. 

Now a great change 

Mr. McLANE, of Maryland. Will thegentlemanallow meamoment 
just here?’ It has a much more general signification than the gentle- 
man gives it. It has nothing to do with being threatened with war. 
h& speaks of the general policy of the country at all times, whether 
threatened or not. 

Mr. HAMMOND, of Georgia. 1 beg to read again: 


If particular nations grasp at undue shares (of commerce or carrying), and 
more especially if they seize on the means of is United States to teen 








into aliment for their own strength, and withdraw them entirely from the sup- 
port of those to whom they bel , defensive and protecting measures become 
necessary on the part of the whose marine resources are thus invaded, or 
it will be disarmed of its defense, its productions will be at the mercy of the na- 
tion which has itself exclusively of the means of carrying them, and 
its politics may be influenced by those who com dd its ox ‘Ov. 

Ie alluded to the very seizure which the English made about then, 
perhaps after that, because we would trade with the French colonists 
against English prohibition. He alluded to the very measures which 
led up to the war of 1812. 

Now, if that is what we areafter, if weare preparing for war, forGod’s 
sake let us say so like honest men and go inside the Constitution and 
build our navy. This Congress, Mr. Speaker, will not say so. There 
is now no nation on the earth seizing, attempting to seize, or attempting 
to search our vessels. There is no nation on earth undertaking to take 
any advantage of us, except in that legitimate manner which grows out 
of the possession of cheaper material, cheaper labor, and other like sur- 
roundings. 

I do not wish to encourage any such idea, that we ought to be pre- 
pared for war. I know it is easy for gentlemen to complain of how 
awkward our situation would be if the whole world were to get mad 
and go to cutting each other’s throatsatonee. My consolation is in two 
propositions: First, that ‘‘ sufficient unto the day is the evil thereof ;’’ 
and, second, that the whole world is not going thus to play the fool. 
I remember a few years ago when I read in Dickens’s Household Words, 
‘** Let but a single American cotton crop fail, ten million looms would 
cease their busy hum, and two million English mouths would starve for 
lack of food toteed them.’’ And yet I lived to see five crops of Southern 
cotton fail to England, and not a mill was closed nor an English babe 
was starved. 

War makes new trades, opens up new channels of thought and enter- 
prise; necessity brings forth inventions. We in the South, without a 
ship, without a shop, without a tool, built vessels that drove your Navy 





| like pigeons in fright from the oceans. 


Again I say the world will not so play the fool. That day is past. 
The densely populated countries of Europe, where they crowd each other 
for room, are frequently at war: but mainly because they are ready for 
it at all times. It is that readiness that begets the disposition to war. 
We occupy an entirely different position. We have land enough; we 
have all that we need for one hundred years, and we need not seek for 
more room. For a thousand years we will not seek for conquest unless 
we forget the fundamental principles of our Government. Instead of 
war we stand rather upon that idea so beautifully expressed by a poet: 

Peace greatness becomes; calm power doth guide 
With far more imperial stateliness 

Than all the swords of violence can do, 

And easier gains the end she tends unto, 

Mark how Iemphasize “‘ peace’? and ‘‘calm!’’ If asamere economic 
proposition you can get cheap ships, all right. The farmer in the West, 
the farmer in the South, will be glad to have relief from any burden 
on the transportation of his products, and will hail with delight any re- 
lief from the oppression which now rests on him by reason of unjust 
transportation laws. But in an economic point of view it is to them 
entire'y immaterial wbether the flag that covers the wheat or floats over 
the cotton bears the Stars and Stripes of America or the lion of England. 

Should I grant that politically I feel some degree of anxiety that our 
Government should protect itself, by being ready, from insult and from 
the aggressions whieh sometimes indiscreet conduct of statesmen might 
bring upon her, yet I would say, as I have said already, do it under the 
Constitution by building a navy for purposes offensive and defensive, 
but not by a sham; not by getting some man’s ship to educate foreigners 
to carry our flag when the purpose is not defense, but protection of a par- 
ticular interest. 

I beg to say one other word with regard to the legal power asserted 
in this bill. I have not thought very much about it; but from the de- 
cisions which were cited this morning by the gentleman from Florida 
(Mr. BisBEE] and the gentleman from Illinois [Mr. SprInGeERr] it is 
apparent that the exact question made in this case has never boen be- 
fore the Supreme Court. The Supreme Court has never had the ques- 
tion before it how far a State might tax in opposition to the expressed 
will of Congress that there should not be taxation on ships. I think it 
is perfectly clear, however, from what the gentlemen have said and 
cited, that the Supreme Court would hold that no State’s sovereign 
right of taxation could be taken away by the declaration of Congress 
that it should not be exercised on ships. Ido not understand that 
Congress has any right to exempt anything from taxation. I knowthat 
the Constitution gives it the power to levy taxes, excise duties, and im- 
posts, and declares that all of them except ‘‘taxation’’ shall be ‘uni- 
form throughoutthe United States.’’ But the power to tax for her own 
exchequer and the power to forbid Georgia to tax for means to protect 
and educate her people are very different and distinct things. 

The language of the Supreme Court in the decision in 12 Wallace, 
which is quoted in the body of the speech of the gentleman fromm Mary- 
land [Mr. McLANE] on yesterday, put there, I think, by the gentle- 
man from Kentucky [Mr. Knorr], practically declares what would be 
the opinion of the Supreme Court on this subject. I quote this express 
language in it: 


But ships and vessels owned by individuals and belonging to the 
marine are regarded 


commercial 
as the private property of their owners and not as the in- 
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struments or means of the Federal Government, and as such, when viewed as 
property, they are plainly within the taxing power of the States, as they are not 
withdrawn fro: f that 


power by any express or implied prohi- 


m the o 
bition contained in the Federal Constitution. 


Now, I grant that there was no question before the court growing out 
of legislation by Congress opposed by legislation of the State: and yet 
there is a declaration of the court that there is no express power or any 
implied power in the Constitution of the United States denying that 
the State may tax a ship, because, being the private property of the 
citizen of the State, its dominion is complete over it when considered as 

perty. And if gentlemen are in doubt, as the committee seem to 
ae been, about the constitutionality of this section, they should give 
the benefit of the doubt against it not for its exercise. [I am not sure 
that my fears are well grounded, because I have not thought upon this 
matterdeliberately. But it seems to me that this may be the entering- 
wedge for a very wide digression from the path which has been trod for 
a hundred years in this country. We have never claimed it by Con- 
gress. Why does it come to be claimed now? 

There is another important factor in all this question. When the 
iron ship began to be built in England to traverse the ocean we began 
to build the iron railway to traverse our continent. We began to go 
to California. Our people found other interests larger to them than 
their shipping interests—their railroads cutting the great farms of the 
South and West. And now we have millions piled up in railroad cars 
and engines which day by day speed across State lines as if they were 
unknown even in geography. 

These engines and cars are under the same clause of the Constitution 
which takes care of foreign trade. They are engaged in interstate com- 
merce. If you can exempt the ship built for one because he trades 
with foreign countries, you may exempt the engines and cars that be- 
long to Gould and Vanderbilt, and perhaps the railroads owned by them 
because they are engaged in interstate commerce. What a boon it would 
be to the monopolists of this country, instead of going to the States and 
begging them, one by one, to be lenient in taxation, to learn that an 
act of a single Congress signed by a President would forever wipe off the 
burdens of taxation from their shoulders. As this principle seems to 
open the way for that grand possible harm, I beg gentlemen to think 
of it deliberately before they vote for such a thing. 

Mr. SINGLETON, of Illinois. I ask the gentleman from Georgia 
before he takes his seat if there is such a thing as interstate commeice 
known to the Constitution? 

Mr. HAMMOND, of Georgia. The Constitution names it. 

the Constitution knows what it is talking about. 
rt has been familiar with it for years. 

Mr. SINGLETON, of Illinois. I am not talking about the Supreme 
Court. I am talking about the Constitution. I ask the gentleman to 
quote that portion of the Constitution which names it. 

Mr. HAMMOND, of Georgia. I will quote it: 

Con shall have power * * * to ce with foreign na- 
an panes — a a regulate commerce with foreign na 

Mr. SINGLETON, of Ilinois. 

Mr. HAMMOND, of Georgia. 
state commerce. 

Mr. SINGLETON, of Illinois. My dear sir, no. 

Mr. HAMMOND, of Georgia. The gentleman understands that I 
am giving a familiar term for the same thing. 

Mr. SINGLETON, of Illinois. That ‘‘commerce among the States”’ 
was the commerce which existed between the States and foreign coun- 
tries at the time of the adoption of the Constitution. It was that com- 
merce which led to the adoption of the Constitution, and hence it: is 
described as ‘“‘commerce with foreign nations and among the several 
States,’’ because it was that commerce which the States were trying 
each for itself to regulate and could not do so, and the Federal Govern- 
ment was empowcred to regulate the commerce which the States could 
not regulate. 

Mr. HAMMOND, of Georgia. The States undertook to regulate the 
commerce coming within or through their borders, just as Pennsylvania 
and California did in the cases cited this morning. And this interstate 
commerce is what we mean by commerce among States. 

Mr. SINGLETON, of Illinois. Yes. 

Mr. HAMMOND, of Georgia. The Supreme Court says that the 
“commerce among the § *” is a matter to be regulated by the Gov- 
ernment of the United States. ; 

Mr. SINGLETON, of Illinois. Can there be such a thing as com- 
merce in transitu? 

Mr. HAMMOND, of Georgia. It is very easy for a gentleman of the 
age, experience, and learning of my friend from Illinois [Mr. SINGLE- 
TON] to ask me questions which I do not know how to answer. 

Mr. SINGLETON, of Illinois. Very well. 

Mr. HAMMOND, of Georgia. Particularly would I not like to be 
compelled to answer such questions when my time is now limited to 
five minutes. 

Mr. SINGLETON, of Mlinois. I simply wanted the gentleman to 
answer that question in order to determine whether he is correct in re- 
gerd tothe power of Congress to deprive the States of their present right 
to tax railroad cars and raZroad property within the State. The gen- 
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That is not interstate commerce. 
Commerce among the States is inter- 





tleman says that if Congress has the power to enact laws exempting ships 
from taxation, it may also enact laws exempting railroad cars and other 
railroad property from taxation. That proposition I deny, because the 
power to regulate commerce with foreign nations is expressly given by 
the Constitution to Congress, together with every other power necessary 
to the execution of that power. 

Mr. HAMMOND, of Georgia. But the same Constitution, in the same 
line, reads, ‘‘to regulate commerce with joreign nations, and among the 
several States, and with the Indian tribes.’’ 

Mr. SINGLETON, of Illinois. Yes, ‘among the several States,’’ be- 
cause it was there at the time the Constitution was adopted, and it was 
that commerce which the Federal Government was to regulate. 

Mr. HAMMOND, of Georgia. Iam not undertaking to decide what 
the law is. I merely said that I was alarmed lest it be so; that is all. 
That is enough to make me pause when one asks me to takea step that 
nobody before ever thought of taking. That it is which gives me pause, 
and will make me vote against this bill, even if there were no other ob- 
jection to its passage. 

[During the delivery of the speech of Mr. HAMMOND, of Georgia, the 
following proceedings occurred: 

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr. Morey) 
man has expired. 

Mr. LADD. IL yield what time he requires to the gentleman from 
Georgia [Mr. HAMMOND] to complete his remarks. 

Mr. PAGE. There appears to be some misunderstanding xbout the 
money that would be allowed under the eighteenth section 

Mr. SPRINGER. Will the gentleman from California indulge me one 
moment? I understand the gentleman from Maine [| Mr. Lapp | was 
entitled to the floor, and he desires to yield a portion of his time to the 
gentleman from Georgia that he may complete his argument. | ask 
the gentleman from California to withhold what he was about to state 
until that is done. 

Mr. LADD. I yield ten minutes to the gentleman from Georgia, or 
so much of it as he requires. 

Mr. PAGE. I do not understand that the gentleman from Maine 
{Mr. LADD] is entitled to the floor in his own right for an hour. 

Mr. HAMMOND, of Georgia. [I will only want about two minutes. 

Mr. PAGE. I shall oppose the gentleman from Maine [Mr. LADD] 
taking the floor after the two minutes have expired. 

TheSPEAKER protempore. Thegentleman from Maine [Mr. LApp} 
is recognized, and yields to the gentleman from Georgia. How much 
times does he yield ? 

Mr. PAGE. Before the gentleman from Maine takes the floor in his 
own right I desire to offer an amendment. But I do not want to offer 
it till the gentleman from Georgia [Mr. HAMMOND] has concluded. 

Mr. REED. I think the recognitions should alternate from one side 
to the other. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. 
ceed. 

Mr. HAMMOND, of Georgia, then continued and concluded his re- 
marks as printed above. ] 

Mr. PAGE. I send now to the Clerk’s desk an amendment, which 
I ask may be read and considered as pending. I offer this by instrue 
tions of a majority of the Committee on Commerce, who have been con- 
sulted with reference to it, in order that the question may be settled at 
once in the minds of the members of this House in regard to the amount 
of money that would be involved in the eighteenth section of this bill. 

The Clerk read as follows: 


The time of the gentle- 


The gentleman froin Georgia will pro 


Amend by inserting after the word “ rods,”’ in the fifteenth linc of section 18, the 
following: 


“ Provided also, That the amount of drawback paid under this section shall not 
exceed $10 per net ton of admeasurement in the case of o sailing veasel, and S25 
per ton in the case of a steamship; and that the entire emountof drawback paid 
in any one year shall not exceed the amount of tonnage tax collected in sue 
year.”’ 

Mr. BUCKNER. I desire tosay that this morning I presented at the 
Clerk’s desk, under the order of the House yesterday, a substitute for 
section 18, which involves to some extent the same question as that 
indicated in the amendment of the gentleman from California. 

Mr. LADD. I now yield ten minutes of my time to my colleague 
{[Mr. REEep]. 

Mr. REED. I can not expect in the time I have to make anything 
like an exhaustive argument on this subject. My purpose simply is to 
group together certain facts, which will be admitted on all sides, in 
order that we may understand what the evil is which we have to remedy, 
and what is the remedy which is actually proposed by this bill. 

This bill does not deal with domestic commerce, because domestic or 
coastwise commerce has thus far taken care of itself. It deals solely 
with foreign commerce, and outside of a few provisions calculated to re- 
move burdens from the ship-owner, it relates to the possible building of 
iron ships by American citizens. 

I have listened to the remarks which have been made, especially by 
the gentleman from New York (Mr. Cox], with somewhat of surprise. 
In fact, the anxiety of free-traders in regard to commerce is something 
which for my part I can not understand. 

The principle of free trade is that you should be allowed to buy what- 
ever you want in the cheapest market, no matter where that market is, 





__—— _ What is this 





1026 


CONGRESSIONAL RECORD—HOUSE. 


JANUARY 9, 





whether it be in this country or in a foreign country, and no matter 
whether it employs our laboring men or employs the laboring men of 
other lands. ‘The doctrine is that if we can get the thing cheaper we 
make a profit, and that it is robbery to prevent us from getting things 
cheapest. 

Now, if that be true in regard to manufactures it ought to be equally 
true in regard to transportation. If the products of manufacture can 
be brought to this country for less freight in a foreign bottom, there 
would be nooccasion, on #&ee-trade principles, to inquire what flag floats 
at the masthead or what capitalists are gaining the profit of that trans- 
portation. It ought on free-trade principles to be enough to say that 
it is cheaper than we can do it; therefore we ought to let them do it. 
How anybody professing the principles of the gentleman from New York 
ean reconcile it with his consistency to be anxious about transporting 
goods ourselves when somebody else can do it at a less rate I fail to 
wpprehend. 

But I will tell you why in my judgment it is desirable for us to have 
u commerce. It is because we are not a combination of traders; it is 
hecause we are a nation; and we must fit ourselves as a nation for the 
contingencies of life. Among those contingencies is war. Every nation 
must be prepared for war. Not as my friend from Georgia [Mr. Ham- 
MOND] says, with armaments, for, as hesaid amoment before in the self- 
same speech, those very armaments are liable to precipitate war. But 
every nation must be prepared to get ready for war. This is to be ac- 
complished not by having an enormous navy, but by having the capa- 
bility of building an enormous navy promptly when required. Here 
you have the protection which the gentleman from Georgia wants, with 
an absence of the danger he deplores, and which I deplore with him. 
I believe with him that the only blessed time for this world will be 
when the sword is beaten into the plowshare and the spear into the 
praning-hook, and there shall be war on earth no more. But we must 
take mankind as we find them; we must take the world as it is; we must 
keep ourselves in such a position that we may be ready to repel nations 
that attack us. That is the reason we need acommerce; thatis why we 
need to have sailors and ships. 

But perhaps some one will say, ‘‘Why not buy your ships already 
maude?’’ The answer to that is that when we need war-ships it may be 
at the moment we are at war with the very nation from which we have 
been buying our ships. We must have ship-yards; we must have plants 
in those ship-yards; we must so encourage ship-building that when war 
comes we shall be ready and equipped within ourselves. 

Let me illustrate this question still further in the line of the remarks 
of the gentleman from Georgia [Mr. HAMMOND]. He says that the 
South built the Merrimac, which ran into and overthrew our fleet. 
That may be true; I accept his statement for the purposes of this ar- 
gument, but they only did that in a single instance. Had they pos- 
sessed within their borders the capability of furnishing the munitions 
of war, I am very much afraid that this House would have not been 
adorned by the presence of my friend from Georgia. 

Mr. HAMMOND, of Georgia. The gentleman ismistaken. He was 
there as a quartermaster; but I was not there at all. [Laughter ] 

Mr. REED. Well, I was not there at all. The gentlemen need not 
be the least bit afraid. I never was under fire any more than he was; 
I was as safe during the war as he himself. [ Laughter. ] 

The doctrine I am at this moment arguing is put forth in the letest 
history of the Southern States, the author of which declares that among 
the disadvantages which those States had to contend against in the late 
war was that when the munitions of war which they bought abroad 
were exhausted and a cordon of ships surrounded their ports and the 
Northern armies swung across their country, they were beaten because 
they had not the materials for manufacturing the articles suitable for 
carrying on the war. 

I say—and it is no discredit to them to say—that a smaller number 
of people, less brave than they, have maintained their independence 
against greater odds than they had to meet, and it was because they 
were suflicient unto themselves. In the North we had manufactures 
of all kinds; we were ready to make munitions of war; we could doit; 
our people lostnota momentof employment. The war rather increased 
than limited our manufactures and our prosperity. I say that the very 
example which my friend from Georgia presents is an argument on our 
side. We ought to be in a condition to build our own war vessels. 
ition for free ships? It militates against every 
proper principle. Free ships! Why, sir, is there anything else that is 
admitted into this country free of duty? If not one other manufactured 
thing is admitted free of duty, why should ships be soadmitted? The 
difficulty with the shipping trade to-day is that citizens of the United 
States can make more money in some other business. Now, if you want 
commerce you must pay for it; you must pay for starting it; you must 
pay to put it on its feet. That costs something. Gentlemen ought 
either to be willing to step up and pay what is necessary to start this 
business, or else they ought forever to hold their peace about it. Let 
thom not clamor one moment that we must have commerce, and the 
next moment say, ‘‘ We will never consent to pay the price forit.”’ Do 
not demand a thing and then refuse the indispensable means of secur- 
ing that thing. 





What is this bill? Itisverysimple. It removes from wooden ships 


certain onerous duties, like the three months’ extra wages in foreign 
ports; and when perfected by the amendments it will give builders of 
iron ships a drawback which will enable them to build ships in this 
country, and compete with the ships builtin England. But the nation’s 
interest is in this—that it will cause to be built ship-yards so well 
equipped that if we should ever be in danger of war we shall have the 
means of building ships at once. As a matter of mere economy it is 
cheaper to-day to give to these ship-builders this n drawback to 
enable them to make good ships than it is to build a vast navy and keep 
iton theseas. ‘Toso encourageiron-ship building in this country that we 
may order a navy when we require it is greater economy than to build 
a navy and keep it afloat for the indefinite number of years during which 
we shall never want it. 

These considerations are general. I refrain from going any more into 
particulars; but I do feel that this question ought te be understood upon 
a proper basis. It ought to be understood that we are adopting these 
measures as a nation, not as an agglomeration of traders. We are do- 
ing it asa people. We are not doing it primarily asa matter of money- 
making, although we believe that when American ingenuity is fairly 
directed toward this end, and American manufactures duly encouraged, 
we shall after a proper period be able to compete pari passu with the 
nations of the world. 

Mr. LADD. I now yield ten minutes to the gentleman from Geor- 
gia (Mr. SPEER]. 

Mr.SPEER. Mr. Speaker, my honorablecolleague [Mr. HAMMOND], 
who referred to the language of Jefferson on this subject, has not, I 
think, read the entire passage from which he quoted with the care it 
deserves. I am not willing that the friends of this measure should be 
deprived of the weight properly belonging to the authority of Mr. Jef- 
ferson. I contend that his language did not, as insisted by my colleague, 
allude to the immediate presence of the war of 1812, or to the Navy, 
but to a precise condition of affairs such as that under which this coun- 
try now suffers. 

Referring to that nation whose marine resources may be invaded by 
other nations which grasp at an undue share of commerce or the carry- 
ing trade, Mr. Jefferson says : 

Its productions will be at the mercy of the nation which has possessed itself 
exclusively of the means of carrying them. 

Carrying what? The productions of the nation. Then certainly the 
nation carrying the productions is not at war with the nation whose 
productions it carries. 

And its politics may be influenced by those who command its commerce, 

Just, for instance, as the politics of this country possibly may be in- 
fluenced by the demands and arguments of the British interests, who 
carry our freights in order that the production of the American ship- 
builder and American ship-owner shall be stricken down that the Brit- 
ish may maintain the monopoly. 

The carriage of our own commodities, if once established in another channel, 
can not be resumed in the moment we desire. If we lose the seamen and arti- 
sans whom it now occupies we lose the present means of marine defense, and 


time will be requisite to raise up others, when or losses shall bring home 
to our feelings the evils of having abandoned them. 


This, sir, was the language of Jefferson ; and he foretold as if by 
foreknowledge the national troubles which this measure is to avoid. 

But we need not depend alone on the opinion of Jefferson. Madison 
and Washington have spoken contemporaneously with him in similar 
terms, and the British historian Alison, in describing the war of 1812, 
which began thirteen years after this report of Mr. Jefferson, declares 
that one of the greatest resources of the American Navy was the fact 
that the trained and skilled seamen might be drawn at will from the 
immense numberof our merchant marine. We were mainly victorious in 
sea fights in that war. Now we have no such merchant marine, and 
gentlemen see that the Government itself is reduced to the humiliating 
necessity of establishing school-ships and enlisting apprentices in order 
to train from the beginning seamen for our Navy. 

Why is it true, Mr. Speaker, that a ship can be built cheaper in Great 
Britain than in thiscountry? We have abounding ores, we have an 
abundance of materials, our transportation is cheaper, we have as fine 
m ical appliance, we have as great ingenuity; then why is it? It 
is because the British laborer is content to work for 60 per cent. less 
than the laborer engaged in American ship-building. The gentleman 
from Texas [Mr. REAGAN] took a comprehensive view of the subject 
in his speech yesterday. He will avoid the difficulty. He wishes to 
reduce the entire schedule of taxation, and thus break down the price 


of commodities so that the purchasing er of the wage of the Ameri- 
can laborer will be as as that of the British laborer. Now, sir, this 
is scarcely feasible. difference in the purchasing power of the wage 


of the American laborer is now only 15 per cent. less than that of the 
British, according to the report of the bureau of labor of Massachusetts, 
while the difference in wages is 60 per cent., and therefore the Ameri- 
can laborer has 45 per cent. advantage over the British laborer, and the 
British builder 45 per cent. advantage over the American builder. And 
for my part I wish to see the American laborer keep the advantage. 
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logic of the gentleman from Texas and those who think with him 
the American workman gets too many dollars, wears too many 
good clothes, eats too much nutritious food; that his wife wears a bon- 
net which perhaps is too ornate, and his little children go to school in 
too warm, and perhaps are too well educated. 
sir, I am glad the American laborer has those advantages, 
I would be interested to see the gentleman from Texas [Mr. Rea- 
go before an audience of laboring men and argue and admit, as 
he did yesterday, that there must be a nominal reduction in the wages 
of American labor in order to have free ships. It will be difficult to 
that thinking auditory of laboring men that a nominal reduc- 
ion is not a real reduction. And the mechanic and laborer will be apt 
to conclude that the comprehensive scheme in the reduction of the 
of commodities contemplated by the gentleman from Texas [ Mr. 
 reted will fail somewhere, and while admitting free ships will 
certainly strike down at one blow the wages of the American laboring 
classes and deprive their families of comfort and their old age of shel- 
ter and home. 

But there is another reason why this free-ship clause should not be 
adopted. It makes our country absolutely dependent on other coun- 
tries. It will take an expenditure of $200,000,000 in the next ten 
years, according to the figures given by those who understand the facts, 
to restore our t marine to what it should be. Suppose that 
money should be expended in Great Britain. Can we stand the drain, 
to begin with? It is a loss to that extent to America. 

We should not consider merely the interests of theship-owner. We 
should legislate and think for all. What is the wealth of the country 
and in what doesit consist? It consists in what remains after the coun- 
try has subsisted. Ifan American owner in this country buys from an 
American ship-builder he pays perhaps 15 per cent. more for his ship, 
bat 85 per cent. remainstohimand all tohis country. If he buys from 
a British ship-builder he pays 15 per cent. less for his ship, but 85 per 
cent. is lost to the country. Itis our policy, therefore, while looking to 
the interest of the ship-owner to look likewise to the interest of the ship- 
builder, but above all to look to and carefully guard the interest of the 
American laboring man, whose wages, whose skill and brain and muscle 
are 90 per cent. of the cost of these ships. 

Our products are carried now in foreign bottoms. Suppose the cloud 
of war which is almost constantly hanging over European nations cul- 
minates and bursts, and Russia, Germany, Austria, Italy, France, or 
England are involved in war, their navies will sweep the seas. Our prod- 
nets being carried in the bottoms of these countries, will they not be 
subject to capture by their privateersmen or by their men of war? We 
will find when our t lines of railroad terminating at our sea-ports 
have carried the grain and meat of the West and the cotton of the South 
and placed them in foreign ships lying at our wharves, a little outside 
the bar there will be seen a cruiser under a foreign and belligerent flag 
waiting to sink or burn the ships of the nation carrying our goods, and 
with it sink or burn our products. 

No, sir; we should havea merchant marine of our own. We should 

i ent in fact as well asin name. The flag of our country 
should float, as it once floated, in every sea at the masthead of our own 
vessels, and that should be the ambition and desire of every man who 
feels a pride in the name American. 

And besides this, Mr. Speaker, one other thought. 
marine is the nursery of our seamen. On our merchant marine de- 
pends our Navy. They go down together pari passu. Our merchant 
marine has gone down. Our navy is a collection of rotten hulks, and 
te-day America with all of its greatness is liable to insult upon the sea 
or in its harbors by the very smallest maritime power of Europe, or even 
of the South American republics, without the means of resenting it. 
Build up our merchant marine and you necessarily build up the Navy. 
Build up the Navy and the name of America will be respected wherever 
its tall masts and swift prows bear the flag of our country. 

Mr. LADD. Mr. Speaker, the question of the restoration of our mer- 
chant marine to its once proud position is a question of the very highest 
and most vital importance. If Iam able to understand the drift of the 
debate in this House there is no difference in the minds of men as to 
the necessity for this. All that we need to restore our marine. 
The only difference of opinion is as to the mode of doing it. And per- 
haps it is wise that we should differ. 

Can we afford longer to delay the consideration of this important ques- 
tion? Can we afford to allow our commerce to run down from 82 per 
cent. in 1840 to 15 per cent. in our own bottoms in the present year? 
Have the gentlemen who have been interested in this debate thought 
for 4 moment as to whom we are fighting in this great contest ‘or the 
pe les trade of the ocean? Weare fighting a power, gentlemen, that 
defeated and destroyed the power of Spain when the eastern section of 
our country was first settled. Weare fighting a power that threw every 

cle in the way of our progress while we were colonies. We are 
fighting for the dominion of the ocean against a power that has taken at 
all times every advantage of our mistakes. Ah, gentlemen, they take 
advantage of our mistakes as they took advantage of the first prosperity 
we had, when our country began to flourish and we had acquired Cali- 
fornia. You all remember that our war with Mexico and the acquisi- 
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tion of California brought about the invention of the clipper ship. 
England immediately repealed her laws and admitted our clipper ships 
under her register; and the clipper ships we built were to be the models 
ot the steamers which she runs to-day, and which ply to every port in 
the known world. She has taken advantage of everything that we 
did in the way of improvement, and has taken advantage, as I have said, 
also of our mistakes. Her history for the last twenty years, if one had 
to record it, would be found to be one of prudence and wisdom in the 
management of her affairs, while ours for the same period is a history 
of mistakes and blunders repeated. : 

Now, gentlemen, we need this commerce. The West needs it; the 
South needs it. There is no use to talk in this enlightened age about 
any class or section of the country that can do without ocean commerce. 
It is essential for the life of all sections. Gentlemen talkof war. Why, 
gentlemen, our merchant marine is the nursery of our Navy, and for a 
navy we have nothing. It wasthe old theory of the Democratic party 
to nurse and protect the American marine and encourage our sailors and 
to encourage our fisheries. Why, in 1819 what did the Democratic 
party do? They passed a law giving a bounty to every fisherman who 
had a given number of men in his employment to go upon the ocean; 
and this bounty was retained in the interest of that industry until it 
had become a flourishing and important branch of our trade 

I am afraid only that this bill will not accomplish the object it is de- 
signed to effect. I have my fears and they come from this: T know 
the force of capital. I know what broke down our shipping in the 
past. You gentlemen may not believe me—for itis a part of your poli- 
tics not to believe this—but it is a fact. Itwas the great commercial 
panic that sprung from your funding legislation here that gave the ship 
builders their deathblow. Let me illustrate briefly. 

A friend of mine in 1868 built and owned a ship. At the same time 
he could have invested in your Government bonds that would have 
paid 6 per cent. free of taxation. He kept the ship for three years, 
paying 3 per cent. local taxation. She earned nothing and he was finally 
forced to sell the ship in Europe and put his money in 6 per cent 
bonds. They appreciated at the rate of 2 per cent. a year. Lam afraid, 
sir, that we have not the capital necessary to build up this shipping in 
terest again. We have the industry, we have the muscle, but we have 
not the capital. England has the capital, and this is one of the great 
reasons why this bill will not accomplish the object designed. If we 
had the capital and if we could loan our ship-builders money at 3 per 
cent., and insure them that it would be continued for sach time as they 
needed it, we could protect our commerce and it would again flourish 
upon the ocean. But as long as we have this system of funding and 
refunding and cheating and gouging, playing tricks upon one another 
here for the purpose otf making one man rich and another poor, there 
is no use to talk about restoring ourcommerce. The real foundation ot 
our commerce is alow rate of interest and the bone and muscle that ex- 
ists upon our Atlantic coast. 

What destroyed our commerce upon the ocean? 

I am not going intoa long argument to show what destroyed our com 
merce; but there are some points from which no man can get away 

am. We, in this country, have tuiled to say tocommercial men, ‘‘ We 
will pass laws and we willsupport a system which will eventuate in the 
perpetuity of our ocean commerce.’> We have directed our attention 
to building immense lines of railroad; we have directed our attention 
to building up monopolies by high tariffs. Gentlemen, it is not the 
high-tariff principle that will make a commercial nation; not much. 
The basis of a commercial nation is those laws and those enactments 
that will make all classes flourish and prosper. We can with our pres- 
ent debt have a tariff high enough. Weare obliged for the next twenty 
or thirty years to have atariff high enough. And when we have a tariff 
for revenue we can have a tariff giving incidental protection and every 
interest in this country will be sufficiently protected. 

Let us then adopt a wise and conservative course. Let us encourage 
the trade with South America. We cannot compete with England on 
the Atlantic for the next twenty years. It would be very surprising 
if we could; but we can open trade with South America and Mexico. 
We can continue our Pacific trade around the world. We can restore 
our ocean commerce. But we have got to do it upon the true princi 
ple of supporting and protecting our labor and by a low rate of interest. 

The trouble with our legislation on this subject has been the ‘‘ teeter 
ing’’ process. We have nothing stable. 

Let me read to yousomething that will illustrate another great case of 
the decline of our ocean commerce: In 1569 the Suez Canal was opened. 
We had at that time a very extensive commerce with China and with 
India around the Cape of Good Hope and Cape Horn. The Suez Canal 
was opened in 1869, and that canal shortened the distance and took the 
place of one-half of our eastern tonnage. Let me read: During the 
first two years of the opening of the Suez Canal, to December 31, 1874, 
there passed through it 4,781 vessels of 6,643,368 tons; of which 2,588 
entered from the Mediterranean and 2,193 from the Red Sea. Of these 
3,286 were British, 394 were French, 281 Austrian, 235 Italian, 121 
Ottoman, 109 Dutch, 35 Egyptian, 83 German, 61 Spanish, and the 





remainder of other nationalities, only 8 being American. Fight Amer 
ican ships passed through the Suez Canal and 3,300 British vessels, 
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You now sec how a large part of our commerce was displaced by steam- 
ers. Formerly sailing vessels could do that business, and did it with 
China and the Indian Ocean. When the Suez Canal was opened our 
trade all came to the Red Sea, passed through that canal by steamer, and 
reached Great Britain and the rest of the world. 

There are several other causes that led to the reduction of our com- 
merce. We ought notto bediscouraged. The reportof the minority of 
your committee is discouraging indeed. But, gentlemen, we ought not 
to be discouraged. Had we kept up with the times, had we adopted 
new machinery when the propeller was invented, had we not been at 
war, had we not been talking about slavery, had not our politicians 
occupied themselves with inciting the North against the South, and 
vice versa, had it not been for that great struggle that commenced in 
1856 when the Whig party went down—had it not been for all this, we 
should have known what steam was doing and we should have prepared 
ourselves to have met the improvements of the world. Being thus oc- 
cupied, England came in; and you see the result? 

Now let me state a fact. When we subsidized what is called the 
Collins line of steamers from New York there was such a difference in 
freights that every ton of goods carried in those steamers could now be 
carried for four-tenths of what it then cost. How is that? The British 
ship owners adopted the new machinery and the propeller and they 
saved in coal, and when they saved in coal they got larger freighting 
capacity ina ship. For instance, if it took fifty tons of coal less to ran 
one steamer than another the space that would have been occupied by 
those fifty tons could be occupied by freight. 

The real secret of the success of England in commerce upon the 
ocean has been her cheapening of the material that carries the freight- 
age—nothing more and nothing less. Part of the reason that we have 
not equaled England in commerce is this: we had no capital to do it. 
Why, every man knows in the East, if you do not know it in the West, 
that we sold our ships and sold our yards for a6 per cent. bond and hid 
it away, expecting to keep it until the day of want. The bond was not 
taxed; and Yankees understood what that meant, because we paid 2} 
or 3 per cent. local taxation. Now Massachusetts has abolished the local 
tax on shipping. 

Eight years ago I made the statement in the newspapers that no ship 
could live in the United States registered in Maine, because our local tax 
killed the earnings and killed the ship. I was taken up by a Philadel- 
4 paper and asked where I got my authority. I made this reply: 

e Englishman pays no tax at all in dull times. There may bea 
period of five years of hard times in England when the ships of the 
merchant of England pays no tax. When itisa hard year and he makes 
nothing he pays notax. The man owninga hundred ships pays not one 
cent if he makes nothing with them; he goes to the assessor and is al- 
lowed to make out a schedule, and he says, ‘on the whole, my ships 
have earned nothing,’’ and he pays nothing, having no income. 

But how is it here? He pays 2} to 3 per cent. local taxation. That 
is enough to kill any industry in this country, and every man knows it. 
The real industry of New England for the last hundred years has never 
earned more than 3 per cent. per annum; and how in God’s name can a 
people under those circumstances pay 3 per cent. local tax ? 

Gentlemen talk about the constitutionality of this bill now pending 
before the House; about the right of taxing shipping by the States. 
Why should our shipping be taxed? We meet an English ship upon 
the ocean, side by side, the one is taxed and the other is not taxed. I 
believe the Supreme Court will decide that every ton of shipping en- 
gaged in the foreign trade may be exempted by the United States from 
taxation; or if possibly they decide otherwise, then an appeal can be 
made to the States. I understand New York, ¥ usetts, and Penn- 
sylvania have already adopted this principle. When we were subsi- 
dizing railroads and when our banks were declaring 25 per cent. divi- 
dends where in God’s name could = find fools to buy ships? No, 
ene: shipping is anindustry that is founded on economy. It has 

n brought up to its present height by the vigorous Anglo-Saxon blood 
which, wherever it has been planted it has @ success upon the 
ocean. 

We want to make no encroachments on the South oron the West. We 
want to stand in the front rank of nations and build up the commerce 
of the country, so that when perchance war and trouble come upon us 
you will find us as you found us in the war of 1812, prepared for the con- 
flict, when Massachusettsand the other New England States furnished the 
material with which we whipped John Bull on the ocean, the only place 
where we ever did whip him. 

Can we afford now, when our commerce has run down to 15 per cent. 
of what it was, to talk hour in and hour out about whether or not the 
court will decide this bill to be constitutional? We have a duty to per- 
form to our country. As we extend west, as we add to our num 
and our strength, every year calls upon us to nurse, protect and pre- 
serve that marine which is our only safety in time of trouble. 

Mr. PAGE. I understand that the gentleman from California, my 
colleague [Mr. Rosrcrans], desires thirty minutes, and the gentle- 
man from Indiana [Mr. HoLMAN] desires twenty minutes. Then, 
after the gentleman from New Jersey [Mr. RoBeson] shall have con- 
eluded his remarks, I propose to close the general debate in ten or fif- 





teen minutes, and at the end of that time to ask that the further con- 


sideration of this bill be under the five-minute rule. 

Mr. ROSECRANS. I will yield for a moment to my friend from 
Maryland [Mr. McLane]. 

Mr. McLANE, of Maryland. I merely wish to say that my reference 
to the report of Mr. Jefferson was to the original text, and not to any 
testimony taken: before the committee. I referred to Mr. Jefferson’s 
commercial report to Congress in mse to a resolution of Congress. 
It was prepared in 1792, and sent to Congress in the early part of 1793. 
The argument which I made, and the conclusions which I presented to 
the House, were founded upon the text of that report of Mr. Jefferson, 
not upon any testimony before the committee. 

Mr. ROSECRANS. I desire, Mr. Speaker, to present to the House a 
few of the reasons why I shall support the bill reported by the com- 
mittee, with certain amendments which have already been sent up. 
In the few remarks which I pro to make I do not intend to enter 
into a general discussion of the bill. 

From the report of that committee it would seem that a great nation, 
consisting of over fifty millions of people, has a commerce which is de- 
cadent, and that that decadence has run through a course of years, and 
has now reached a point so low as to excite the alarm and apprehen- 
sion of all classes of our citizens. 

Fifty millions of people in this country are engaged ey 
production. Nearly 80 per cent. of that production is agricultural. 
value of the products of labor depends largely upon the question of 
transportation. Our problem to-day respects that portion of the products 
of labor which is to be transported to foreign countries. The question 
we are confronted with is, Shall we own the transportation or shall it 
be owned by foreign nations ? 

It seems to be conceded on all hands that when the cost of that trans- 
portation amounts to between one hundred and one hundred and fifty 
millions of dollars only, as it is at present, the question is of some im- 
portance to the laborers of this country, to the workers and to the pro- 
ducers, as to who shall have that money. The general sentiment seems 
to be that $100,000, 000 distributed among those who transport and those 
who own the material to be transported would be a large addition to the 
income of our country. 

I notice a general concurrence of sentiment on the part of most of the 
members of this body, at least those who have spoken upon this sub- 
ject, that the first duty of Congress toward the country is to remove 
such restrictions as it can which now prevent American citizens from 
entering into foreign commerce. Consequently there is a general con- 
currence in the propriety of seventeen sections of this bill. 

But when it comes to the eighteenth section, by which further en- 
couragement is proposed to be given, thore isa divergence of sentiment. 
My honorable friend from Texas [Mr. REAGAN] says that in the pres- 
ent condition of this country the eighteenth section would impose bur- 
dens upon labor, already in an unhealthy condition—labor which is em- 
ployed in manufacturing processes at prices which are artificial and due 
to stimulation. And he regrets that this bill seems to propose to con- 
tinue that system and to place additional labor on stilts, that is, the 
labor employed in building vessels. 

The report of the committee has shown the House that it is not alone 
the men who own the capital nor the men who own the tools and the 
buildings and the yards necessary for the construction of ships who are 
the beneficiaries in this business of constructing ships. There are from 
thirty to forty different trades and occupations, all of which, with the 
labor employed in them, are partakers in the benefits, if there are any, 
of this great business. Therefore it is not solely a question of building 
up capital, but of providing additional occupation and remuneration for 
artisans and rers. 

With proper restrictions, with the amendments which have already 
been indicated, I shall support the eighteenth section of this bill. I 
shall vote for it in the interest of labor I believe that the building up 
of an American commercial marine is in the interest of labor. If I did 
not oe it — in the interest = bog I would he by behead in 

As long as uction goes on country, r 
concur; they are concurrent factors in estan But they are com- 
petitors for the division of the profits, and in that competition labor in 
this country has always been and is behindhand now. 

. The value of the products of labor is so affected and controlled by 
the rates of tion that anything which can be done in reason 
to build upand insure abundant pseu, bes is in the interest of labor. 

Where will all the products of our labor in excess of what is consumed 
in thiscountry find a marketin the years to come? We have a laboring 

pulation pouring into this country annually at the rate of from four 

undred to five hundred thousand adults, capable of earning more than 
they can consume. Whatever they can earn more than they can con- 
sume must find a market somewhere. 

It is a fact that our domestic market amounts to about 85 per cent. 
of what we produce in this country; the rest we have to sell abroad as 
= we must suffer the loss of it. I do not see anything more 
reasonable than to look at the interests which the producing classes 
have in o cheap rtation. I can not see how by passing 
this bill, with proper amendments, we shall diminish the of 
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cheap transportation abroad. On the contrary, I can see how we shall 
increase them somewhat, and how by these means we shall pay the 
insurance which we would willingly pay upon a future. Upon,what 
future? Why, sir, if any other nation owns the means of transporting 
what we sell abroad—$400,000,000 or $500,000,000 worth, $600,000,000 
or $700,000,000 worth, sometimes $800,000,000 or $900, 000,000 worth 
—then, in case of angry disputes with that nation, we are subject to 
all the contingencies of its being able to dictate terms about interest 
and settlements involved on account of its control of our commerce; 
and should the disputes lead to war our exportation would be suspended 
and our commerce abroad be at its mercy. 

If there were nothing else to be considered, if the question of earnings 
were left out of the case, this is no small consideration. But we are 
not only subject to the control which the ownership of the means of 
transportation gives to another nation with respect to these large inter- 
ests. The immense capital which controls these interests can also in- 
tervene to secure legislation adverse to the interests of production. We 
want to be insured against all that. Therefore it seems to me we can 
afford to make some small annual sacrifices in order to have increased 
certainty of cheap transportation and to have the control of a portion at 
least of the transportation in our own hands, so that if a war should 
arise we can not be shut out from our accustomed markets. 

Some of my friends, who know that I consider the protective principle 
per se as the simple principle of transferring the property of one man to 
another by law, wonder how it is that I do not adopt the opposite ex- 
treme and hold that free trade, as it iscalled, is the panacea for the evils 
of the world. I do not believe that the doctrine of protection per se 
can be defended by anybody; and in point of fact itsadvocates never do 
defend it as a principle; they simply defend it in view of certain local 
and peculiar circumstances which require it, that labor may be developed 
and made prosperous. Development of labor, not protection, is the end 
which justifies what otherwise would be unjustifiable. In the same 
way the doctrine of free trade can not be successfully attacked except 
by an argument based on the special circumstances of a people at a given 
time and place. What is free trade per se? It is the surrender of the 
weak to the strong. That is not the ordinary definition of it; but that 
in the last analysis is the effect of the doctrine when applied without 
reference to the peculiar circumstances of a particular nation. Those 
circumstances are such as make protection necessary for the develop- 
ment of productive labor. That is what justifies departure from the 
principles of free trade. 

I take the ground that the legislation which is best for any country 
is that, all other things being equal, which evokes the largest amount 
of productive industry. On that ground I say, as we are in the habit 
of looking at questions in this House with reference to protection on the 
one hand or free trade on the other, I am not bound by either of those 
principles. If this matter were to be decided without reference to the 
great national question involved—to which I was delighted to hear my 
friend from Maryland [Mr. MCLANE] allude so well and forcibly yes- 
terday—if this were to be discussed simply as a question of the annual 
division of profits between capital and labor, I would not be bound to 
oppose this bill because I favor what in general terms is called free 
trade, nor would I be bound to vote for it because I favor protection. 

I am neither a protectionist nor a free-trader. I believe in such leg- 
islation as will make the industry of the country most productive. I 
believe that between capital and labor there has to be an annual di- 
vision of the profits of production; that labor competes with capital for 
its share of those profits; that labor is relatively the weaker of the two, 
and therefore relatively the one to be protected all the time by Govern- 
ment, the true object and duty of which is not to surrender the weak 
te be devoured by the strong nor to subordinate the strong to the weak, 
but to protect the weak against the strongand to do justice to the latter. 
Hence the primary aim of government should be to see that labor is 
properly cared for. It is upon this ground that I would undertake by 
wise legislation to educate the*people who can create your commercial 
marine and make it available in that protitable manner to which I have 
alluded. At the same time it should be remembered that we are pre- 

ring for the contingency of a foreign war. The millenium will proba- 

ly never arriveduringour time. Therefore we must be prepared; and 
as the gentleman from Maine [Mr. REED] has well said, the best and 
cheapest preparation, the one that imposes the least burden upon labor, 
is that preparation which creates great workshops, which provides ma- 
chinery and tools suitable to the manufacture of vessels of war or ves- 
sels of commerce, which pre these materials so that they cost the 


— very little, and hasthem all ready so that in time of need we may - 


able to create a military marine, a war marine, on short notice. In 

the same way, by promoting foreign commerce and increasing the num- 

ber of our young men who learn to become sailors and ship-masters, we 

prepare the material for an American navy in time of war, pre- 

pare it at a cheap rate, and keep it employed so as to be earning some- 
thing. For this reason alone this bill ought to be supported. 

Mr. Speaker, our experience in life furnishes us with that which ought 
to guide us as a nation in the management of our affairs. Wise com- 
munities bring within their body the mechanics and the professional 
men they and educate them to followin the footsteps of those who 








come as pioneers. This is the system of apprenticeship. You can not 
be provided with the things necessary to make a community prosperous 
without going to some antecedent expense. Dowe by this bill propose 
to-day to do anything more than follow this same principle of prudence 
by a little antecedent expense on the part of this nation, levied on the 
body of the people and the labor of the country, albeit, as at first ap- 
pears, without return? Even if there were no direct return, I say that 
this object of building up new and highly important industries and pre- 
paring to manage its own affairs will justify our nation in such an ex- 
penditure as a matter of prudence for the benefit of the producer. | 
can not see, therefore, why this bill should be objected to as another 
great protective measure. It may seem obnoxious to this objection at 
the first blush, but on examination the objections give way to the wiser 
and more considerate policy of securing for ourselves the carrying of a 
large portion at least of our foreign trade, now so large and bound to 
increase for all time to come. 

I think the interest of fifty millions of people in this country engaged 
in production and sharing the commerce of the world, which last year 
amounted to nearly $1,500,000, demands something of this kind at our 
hands. 

Mr. ROBESON. Nearly $1,600,000. 

Mr. ROSECRANS. And it will continue to grow and the interest of 
this country in it will increase. It is at present sufficient to warrant any 
sacrifice called for by this bill, which I hope will be passed at an early 
day. 

Mr. HOLMAN. Mr. Speaker, while itis true that the American peo- 
ple, in the main, are interested in the productive industries of their own 
country, it would be impossible that a people occupying a country teem- 
ing with all the productions of field and shop, of mine and forest, and 
washed by the waves of the two great oceans, should not desire strongly 
to participate largely in the commerce and carrying trade of the world. 
And in the past, as in the present, it has been the conviction of all con- , 
siderate men that ship-building, that instrument and agency of the 
commerce of the world and of the intercourse between the nations, 
should not be neglected. The importance of this industry has never 
been overlooked. It has been the policy, therefore, of the people of 
the United States for more than a century to encourage in a large de- 
gree the building of ships. That policy is especially seen in the old- 
time and unrevised and permanent legislation which limits the vessels 
engaged in the coastwise trade to those constructed in the United 
States; and it is a policy which has been approved by the wise and 
considerate statesmen of past generations. 

And for my own part, sir, [ am compelled to regard it a wise policy, 
which ought not to be disturbed. It is in harmony with the common 
interests of our people, and a measure of public safety. This coast- 
wise trade is widespread and international in its proportions, for such is 
the magnitude of our country that its coastwise trade assumes the pro- 
portions of a foreign commerce. The commerce which controls our 
vast coasts on two oceans, and passes from the Atlantic to the Pacific 
Ocean around the continent, is equal in its magnitude to the trade which 
passes between many other great and prosperous nations. ‘This grand 
coastwise trade, embracing the commerce of the great lakes of the 
north and the great inland rivers, is of itself enough to build up a com- 
mercial navy, and in the years which have gone by the ships engaged 
in that immense trade have been confined to those built in the United 
States. Such has been our policy in the past, and such it will be in the 
future. 

So, then, Mr. Speaker, having inthiscountry from the beginning built 
the ships which have been engaged in carrying on our extended coast- 
wise commerce, we are not in the condition of a people entering upon 
the policy of ship-building and seeking for methods to encourage it. 
We have already an established poliey, which has founded ship-yards in 
every region favorable to the building of ships. Underthe protection 
of ourdomestic commercial policy, ship-yards have existed and flourished 
under al] conditionsand now existand flourish. This policy maintains 
ship-yards sufficient to meet every possible emergency of war, supple- 
mented by the extensive navy-yards of the United States. This en- 
couragement of ship-building for the domestic trade is for the benefit 
of all our people, for it is a measure of national safety and secures to 
our own people the control of their domestic commerce. 

The magnitude of this commerce which is confined to the ships and 
vessels built in the United States is seen in the facet that in 1882 it em- 
ployed vessels of the aggregate tonnage of 2,875,638 tons, an increase 
of 227,627 tons over the preceding year. Here is our safety as a mari- 
time power: Ship-yards, transports, skilled workmen and sailors for 
every emergency. 

We are told that the pending bill is designed to promote the foreign 
commerce of the United States. How does it promote commerce? 
How does it encourage or enlarge the commerce of the United States ? 
Ships are but the instruments of commerce. There is now and has 
always been an active competition for the carrying of the products of 
one people to another, an active, jostling competition among ships for 
the freights of the world, and always will be. The commerce of the 
United States, with their more than 50,000,000 of people, and with 
countless, varied, and flourishing industries and vast productions, hap- 
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pily does not depend upon the accident of whethership-building orship- 
owning is profitable to our capitalists or not. Our commerce is a part 


of the commerce of the world and the citizens of all maritime nations | 
seek the fruits of our labor. No ship-building encouraged by subsidies | 


can promote or increase the magnitude of our commerce, 
This bill in effect, Mr. Speaker, proposes to promote by subsidies a 


single private industry—not commerce, but the building of ships, in- | 
struments of commerce. Does it propose to promote the building of | 


ships to carry the products of America abroad? Is that its design? 
We have ships aggregating 1,259,492 of tonnage, floating the flag of the 
United States, engaged in foreign commerce, engaged in commerce with 
other nations. Do they transport your products abroad’ They are 
engaged in the common carrying trade of the world wherever the best 
cargoes are offered. Ships built under this subsidy system would not 
be identified with our commerce or carry our products to the markets 
of the world, unless we paid the best freights. With them it is but a 
question of pecuniary profit. This bill proposes to enceurage a single 
private industry engaged in the building of ships by free gifts from the 
Treasury, and not to promote American commerce. A subsidy for the 
building of ships for the foreign trade with 1,259,492 tonnage unsub- 
sidized on the ocean and iron-ship building in active progress! 

In order to give this special industry encouragement it is proposed to 
give a bonus to those engaged in ship-building—to the capitalist wish- 
ing a ship—equal to the duty imposed upon the materials, whether of 
iron, wood, or other material which enter into the construction of the 
ship. How would that operate? Take, for instance, wooden ships—I 
see the gentleman from Maine gives me his attention—suppose we pay 
a subsidy for the building of wooden ships. Thirteen years ago, when 
wooden ships were still being built, exclusively, this House made a 
special effort to enver upon the policy of encouraging the building of iron 
ships as well as wooden by a system of subsidies like that which is now 
suggested, only a little more modest, but it failed. What is the testi- 
mony on the subject of wooden ships? I shall quote from the testimony 
taken by this joint committee, as | presume the committee brought 
before it the wisest and most experienced experts in the ship-building 
industry, and here I find the testimony of John Codman, of New York, 
a gentleman well known as extensively identified with shipping inter- 
ests. He testifies as follows: 

Your first question is: Why can notthis country build iron, steel, or wooden 


vessels as well and as cheaply as they are built in Scotland, England, or other 
countries? 

Answer. We can and do build wooden vessels as well and as cheaply as vessels 
of good quality are built elsewhere, and cheaper than they can be built in Great 
Britain. It was for this very reason, in days before the era of extensive iron- 
ship building, that England repealed her navigation laws, which were then sim- 
ilar to our own, in order that her people might still have their share of the car- 
rying trade, even if they could not compete in ship-building, an example that 
now, when circumstances are reversed, we would do well toimitate. In wooden- 
ship building the proportion of cost in material as:compared with labor is far 
greater than in iron-ship building. The cost of plant is infinitely less, and the 
cheapness of the wood compensates for the difference of labor. Finally, this 
part of the question may be set at rest by considering the small demand there is 
now for wooden ships for the great purposes of ocean commerce. 

We can not build iron and steel vessels as well as they are built elsewhere, 
partly because competition is wanting. Weneed abundant foreign as wellasthe 
extremely limited home competition that we have in order to arouse the talent 
and energy of our own ship-builders. 


So, then, we can build wooden ships in the United States cheaper than 
they can in England, notwithstanding we impose a duty on timber 
brought from other countries to the United States and especially from 
the Dominion of Canada. We are able here, then, on our own soil, ac- 
cording to the testimony of this ship-building expert, to build wooden 
ships as cheaply as any nation in the world; and yet we are asked to pay 
a subsidy to encourage the building of wooden ships! Can anything be 
mere absurd? I find in the report on commerce and navigation for 
Ise1, the last issued, that vessels of the aggregate tonnage of 28,671 
tons built in the United States were actually sold to foreigners in 1881! 
And yet we are to pay a subsidy for building them! 

So much for wooden ships. 

Now, sir, as to iron ships. We are discussing this subject as though 
we were trying to revive ship-building as a lost industry. Take the 
testimony, as reported by this joint committee, of one of the shrewdest 
and most experienced men identified with that industry in this country; 
1 refer to Mr. John Roach, of New York, the great ship-builder. He 
says in his testimony: 

I signed two contracts to build two sailing ships at $75 a ton, the parties with 
whom I made this contract finding it to their interests to build them at home. 


John Roach also testified in answer to questions of Senator VEst, of 
Missouri, a member of the joint committee, as follows: 


Mr, Vest, In what year did we begin building steamships in this country ? 

Mr, Roacu. There were a few iron vessels built many years ago, yet there 
were no large vessels built until 1870, 

Mr. Cranrp (interrupting). There were some sea-going vessels built before the 
war, but not very large ones, 

Mr. Vest. Haye Americans continued to improve in this species of ship-build- 
ing since 1870? 

Mr. Roacn. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Vest. Has the manufacture of them increased the construction of iron 
@teamships here? 

Mr. Roacn,. Yes, sir. 


Mr. Vest. Then how has it decreased since the panic of 1873? The Treasury 
| Department reports a gradual falling off since 1873. The following is the table 


given: 
; {From annual reports of the Register of the Treasury.} 


| Sailing | Steam- 


| 
Year ended June 0— = |. la, | Total. 
) ; 
j Tons Tons. | Tons. 
2, 801 2,808 
3,545 4,584 
. 8, 281 
15,412 15,479 
12, 7 12, 766 
26, 8 26,548 
097 33, O87 
21,62 21,633 
21,346 21,346 
5, 927 5,927 
26, 960 26, 960 
22, 008 22, 008 
235, 538 25, 582 
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Mr. Roacn. It must be a mistake if it is represented as having fallen off. The 
iron steamships in the foreign trade from 1870 tothe — time have increased 
over 600 oer cent. I have myself built 8,500 tons of steamships in the foreign 
trade and they are all afloat except two. 

Mr. Vest. you mean the California trade? 

Mr. Roacn,. Yes, sir; between California, Australia, Mexico, China, and Japan, 
west coast of South America and Brazil, and the Havana trade. 

Mr. CaLkins (interrupting). There is one line alone in the foreign trade that 
has had 20,000 tons built. 

Mr. Roacu. I will have built from the Ist of March this year to the Ist of Marah 

on year 32,000 tons of iron steamships, 15,000 tons of which are for the foreiga 
t 2. 
Mr. Vest. Are these tables submitted by the Treasury Department correct? 
If so, with increased facilities and building more cheaply, why is it that the 
+: ~ aaa ship-yards have not built more? Why a falling off between 1874 and 
1880? 

Mr. Roacu. There was a great deal of inland or coasting tonnage built in thas 
time. We have built over 150,000 tons of coastwise steamers. Probably there is 
no nation in the world that has as good ocean freight steamers as the United 
States, except Great Britain. 


After stating the number of ships which had been built, he speaks 
as follows: 

Ocean-going steam tonnage built in the United States since 1872: Number of 
vessels, 145; tonnage, 257,563. 

What a grand showing this is! We have built in ten years more steam ocean- 
going tonnage than England possessed in 1860, though she began to build the iron 
ship in 1840, and had liberally encouraged the establishment of ship-yards, paying 
millions yearly in contracts to induce the investment of capital in the foreign 
carrying trade, 

More than that, in these ten years we have built four times as much steam 
tonnage as we owned in 1860, while that was made up of old side-wheelers not 
fit for ocean carrying, and have built considerably more than one-half as much 
steam tonnage as was owned by the world in 1860. The shipsare first-class, and 





their carrying capacity is equal to 772,659 tons of sail, the most a ved esti- 
mates, based on experience, making one ton of steam equal in ng capacity 


to three tons of sail. 
Besides this we now have in the foreign trade 90,000 tons of iron screw-steam- 
ers, or ten times more than we had in 1560. 


This same experienced and accomplished ship-builder further testi- 
fied before the joint committee, touching this subject of subsidies, as 
follows (page 114 of the report): 
and for ths following season: The bounty so piven will eunble the belider s 
construct his ship for less money. It is really in such a case in reduction of the 
cost of the ship, or at anv rate an element of certain profit. Such being the case, 
what is to prevent a builder after his bounty has been paid from selling the ves- 
sel to a foreign owner, thus putting his cheap ship in competition with such of 
our vessels as were builtearlier? Again, if bounty should be paid tothe builder, 
and the ship should be sold to a foreign owner or lost, the bounty would be los 
and the country would be in no respect the gainer, except in the profits of labor 
in her construction, 

Then as to the iron ships how does the case stand? During the last 
year, as shown by the report of this joint committee, there were built 
by the firm of John Roach & Son three iron vessels for the foreign trade 
of 6,200 tons. Thesame firm had in progress at that time, that-is, the 
time this testimony was taken, a few months ago, to be completed in 
April, 1883, five iron ships of 9,500 tons. Harlan & Hollingsworth, an- 
other firm of iron-ship builders, constructed during the same period, 
that is, the year 1882, one ship for foreign trade—many for domestic 
trade of iron—but one for the foreign trade of 3,264 tons. William 
Cramp & Sons, another ship-building establishment, was shown to have 
built during the same period, 1882, three ships of 7,600 tons. In all, 
eight large iron ships of an aggregate tonnage of 25,344 tons. Besides 
each of these firms have built each year for the preceding ten years iron 
ships for the foreign trade and a much larger number for the domestic 

Now these three firms alone, as shown by the report of this com- 
mittee, constructed last year and have ready to be completed by April 
1883, iron ships amounting to a tonnage of more than 25,000 tons, and 
all this without subsidy. How does that illustrate the provisions of the 
bill which you are considering, especially this extraordinary eighteenth 
section? It is bringing back to us after thirteen years all of the proposi- 
tions embodied in the report made to Congress by Hon. John Lynch, of 
Maine, when this subsidy scheme for this special and limited industry 
was first suggested and urged upon Congress. ‘ 

Now, sir, what is the effect of this eighteenth section on an iron ship? 
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I quote from the report of the joint committee, page 6. After quoting 
the eighteenth section, the joint committee say: 
rpose of illustrating what would be the practical working of the 
Pe ~ pnonig we have obtained from the Delaware River Iron Ship Building 
cngine Works a schedule of the materials actually used in constructing two 
first-class nger and freight iron steamships for the Pacific trade of 2,131 tons 
each, ed oe a speed of thirteen knots. It appears that 3,709,545 pounds of iron, 
mainly in the form of plates, angles, and bars, were used in the construction of 
the hull, engines, boilers, &c., pe yo steamship. The duty on this iron, if im- 
ported in these forms, would average under the present tariff about 1) cents per 
pound, or about $26 for each ton of the steamship. 
The duty on other materials used in the hull, eng and furniture of the 
ip would carry up the drawback allowed from the Treasury to about 
$34. As the cost of each of the steamships to which we have referred was 
$286,317, or $134 per ton, the net cost to the original owner of asimilarsteamship, 
under the foregoing plan, after deducting the “ drawback," would be about $100 
per ton, which, from all the information obtained by your committee, would be 
substantially the cost of a similar steamship built on the Clyde. 


At $34 perton the owner of an ordinary iron ship of 4,000 tons would 
receive a bounty of $136,000! 
The eighteenth section of the bill is as follows: 

Src, 18, That when any vessel, whether steam or sail, shall be constructed and 
equi in the United for the foreign trade, including the trade between 
the Atlantic and the Pacific portsof the United States, in whole or in part of mate- 
rials of the production of the United States, the owner or owners of such vessel 
shall be entitled to receive and collect from the United States a drawback or sum 
equal in amount to the duty which would have been collected upon imported 
materials of like description and of equal quality with the American materials 
used in the construction, equipment, engines, boilers, and other appurtenances 
of such steam or sail vessel : vided, That in ascertaining such drawback the 
duties on such iron or steel materials shall be computed on iron and steel ad- 
van in manufacture not beyond the — of plates, angles, bars, and rods: 
And provided further, That this section shall apply only to vessels commenced 
after the passage of this act. 


This joint committee therefore find and report that under your pro- 
tective tariff the material for one ton of an iron ship costing $134 would 
include $34 of protection to the iron interest, and therefore in building 
an iron ship you must pay not the workmen who build the ship but to 
the capitalist who owns it a bonus of $34 for each ton of the ship to 
equalize things. Thirty-four dollars, then, per ton is the bounty pro- 
posed to be paid to these iron-ship capitalists; and if this law had been 
in force during the last year and applied to those which were built and 
which are to be completed by the time I have specified, April, 1833, 
and built on a profit to the builder, as we are justified in presuming, 
this bill would have given the capitalists who built them a bounty of 
$861,696. This isa startling fact. Why, sir, how can the honorable 
gentleman from California [Mr. PAGE], who does me the honor to hear 
me, in the presence of the people of this country, when this ship-build- 
ing industry is now reviving, when a gentleman largely identified with 
it testifies as a fact that the work is steadily growing and their busi- 
ness increasing, propose to pay annually hundreds of thousands of dol- 
lars out of the public Treasury as a bonus for the building of ships, 
and that, too, sir, when ships, iron ships, have been already built and 
are now being built upon a profit to the manufacturers? 1 do not un- 
derstand how such a proposition can be made. 

Mr. PAGE. Will the gentleman allow me to ask him a question in 
this connection? 

Mr. HOLMAN. Certainly. . 

Mr. PAGE. In reference to this eighteenth section of the bill, I 
would like the gentleman from Indiana to state to the House if in the 
event that this section should become a law, whether John Roach or 
any other ship-builder upon the Delaware or any where else would get a 
direct benefit other than an increase in the amount of work done at 
their yards? 

Mr. HOLMAN. 
benefit or ~ ie 

Mr. PAGE. It is very clear the ship-owner gets it. 

Mr. HOLMAN. Yes; the ship-owner gets the bounty, not the ship- 
builder, not the enterprising manufacturer, not the toiling laborer 
whose sledge strikes and rings on the iron ribs of the rising ship. ~ They 
are not here asking for any such measure as this. From the provisions 
of this bill the mechanic and laboring man receive nothing. No, sir; 
it is a bonus simply to the man who owns the ship when completed, a 
ship which may perhaps be at once engaged in the trade between Malta 
or Calcutta and Liverpool, a subsidy to a ship to enter the carrying 
trade of the world, not for the benetit of the commerce of the United 
States, but for the profits of trade. Our ship-building will be carried 
on and increased by gradual processes without subsidy. When it is 
profitable our people will force their way into the world’s commerce 
without subsidy. It will become a part of the growth of our country 
when the carrying trade becomes more profitable than other enterprises, 
and not till then. Subsidy has never yet established, and never will, 
a solid and prosperous business in the United States. 

The causes which have operated in the last twenty years to diminish 
ship-building in this country have been in some degree removed, and 
the people will go on as they did in former years in developing and in- 
creasing this branch of industry, when it will be advantageous tocapital, 
and not until then. A thorough and careful revision of the tariff must 
precede the success of an industry which comes in direct. competition 
with the rest of the world. 


It is shown by this testimony now before the House that when these 


I think it is too plain for doubt as to who gets the 
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ships are built they will leave your coast, or else you will have to pay 
an annual subsidy to run them. Our capitalists are not satisfied with 
the moderate protits which other capitalists require and are satisfied 
with; hence this clamor for subsidy. . 

But, sir, there is an effort made I fear in this very report to under- 
estimate the extent of your shipping interest. It is put down here in 
the tables before the House at 2,684,943 tons, when the report of your 
statistical bureau informs us that our tonnage is 4,133,130 tons, domes- 
tic and foreign. The larger portion I admit is what is engaged in our 
domestie trade. Four millions! while that of Great Britain counts up 
but to nine. Why should we feel apprehensive of the result while we 
are at the head of the nations in all the trne elements of greatness ? 

The great productive power of the world, even in the matter of ship- 
building we are the second of the nations; even with all the disadvant- 
ages under which we are laboring, under the exactions of oppressive 
taxation, we are, even as a maritime power, the second of the nations, 
the only nation ranking higher in that respect being the nation that 
rests entirely upon her carrying trade and commerce, and affords, as 
this report well shows, to pay out millions a year to support her car- 
rying trade, which is the source of wealth and subsistence to all her 
people. Monarchies can afford to pay subsidies, whereas here the build- 
ing of ships is an interest common to but a small number of our peo- 
ple. Can you afford to tax the labor of all our people to aid capitalists 
to build ships? Can we afford to tax labor, not to promote our com- 
merce but to enable capitalists to engage in competition with other na- 
tions in the carrying trade of the world ? 

But, sir, | base my objection to this measure on far higher grounds 
than any money consideration. It is not the money involved that most 
excites my anxiety about this measure, but I protest that the just pride 
which the American people feel in the relation of their country to the 
other nations of the world should not be invoked in support of a policy 
so entirely and essentially antagonistic to the true genius and spirit of 
our institutions and to the spirit of the Constitution of the United States. 
The policy of giving a subsidy, drawn from the industries of the whole 
people and resting upon all labor, for the benetit of a few is wholly 
indefensible, unless you are justified in taxing all labor to make a few 
great fortunes, for that is the true meaning of all subsidies. This 
subsidy is not tor the swarthy laborer who wields the sledge, weary with 
the heavy task, but of the man who lives off of the labor of other men, 
and whose capital is invested in the building of the ship; to him this isa 
protected, a favored industry—nothing less and nothing more. It is un- 
der the principle of subsidy that in all ages the ‘‘ rich have grown richer 
and the poor poorer.”’ 

Are the representatives of the American people prepared to vote a tax 
upon their constituents, upon the laboring men everywhere, on the farm, 
in the mine, in the workshop, that a few favored men shall get ships 
cheaper to jostle with the ships of the other nations in carrying on the 
shipping of the world and make fortunes ? 

Mr. SMITH, of Hlinois. Will the gentleman from Indiana allow 
me 

Mr. HOLMAN. My friend will please excuse me. I have got but 
aminute left; otherwise | would be very gladtoyield. If this is simply 
a measure in the interest of capital, it is sheer favoritism in legislation, 
the most odious of class legislation, for the benefit of the few at the ex 
pense of the labor of all. Have laboring men been here asking for this 
legislation? I have heard some gentlemen appeal to them. 

{Here the hammer fell. ] 

Mr. WELLBORN. [ask that by unanimous consent the gentleman 
from Indiana [Mr. HOLMAN] be allowed to proceed for five minutes 
more. 

There was no objection. 

Mr. HOLMAN. I wish in the five minutes now allowed me to enter 
my solemn protest against this entire system of subsidy. Are the peo 
ple of this country asking for this legislation? Let me again inquire, 
are the laboring men even of your cities asking for it’? Are they to be 
benefited by it? No one will assert they will be. I have never seen 
a lobby of laboring men here asking for legislation. Yet this Capitol 
swarms with lobbies. I find published in the Nautical Gazette an open 
letter addressed to that comparatively small body of gentlemen who are 
interested in this bill to promote the carrying trad: 





rO ALL INTERESTED IN AMERICAN SHIP 


Call for meeting at Willard’s Hotel, Washington, D. C., January &, 185 


ING 


319 Broapway, New York, December 23, 1882. 

*DearSin: As chairman of the sub-committee on ‘ shipping,” appointed by the 
national tariff convention, I take the liberty of calling your attention to the re 
port, No. 1827, of the joint Congressional and the bill (IL R. No. 7061) now before 
the House of Representatives, which will be called up early in January. ‘The 
passage of this measure is of the most vital importance to American shipping 
and of our industries generally, as will be seen by the annexed schedule of in 
dustries affected by ship-building, and whose ruin would be certain if a “ free 
ship”’ bill is ever passed by Congress 

To secure the passage of the joint committee bill it is necessary that manu 
facturers and others in favor of protection to American industries should at ones 
bring to bear upon Congress all legitimate agencies within their control. Will 
you, if it is possible, assist in this effort, by meeting with others of like views, at 
Willard’s Hotel, Washington, District of Columbia, on Monday, January 4, 18837 
If you can not be present there, please write to the Congreasman from your 
district and Senators from your State, and secure their votes and active influenee 
in behalf of the bill. Please send to the undersigned, at the office of the Ame- 
can Protectionist, No. 319 Broadway, New York, the names of Senatorsand Rep- 
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resentatives to whom you write, the nature of the replies received from them, 
and your opinion as to their probable course. 

This is the first question that comes up in this session of Co: that directly 
beais upon the question of protection, and upon its decision will largely depend 
the di ition of the tariff bill. 

ours, reepectfully, 
H. C. CALKIN, Chairman. 
MARCUS HANLON, Secretary. 

To secure the passage of this joint committee bill it is necessary that 
capitalists interested in building ships should meet at the capital. This 
isa touching appeal. It is necessary ‘‘ that they should bring to bear 
upon Congress all legitimate agencies within their control.’ ‘* Write to 
Congressman of your district.’’ Certainly! 

Mr. Speaker, when a measure affecting the whole people, beneficial to 
all the American people, is before Congress, a justand honest measure, 
do we hear of lobbies gathering at the Capitol to force the subject on the 
attention of Congress? Are the representatives of the people so remiss 
in their duty that when a just measure is brought forward affecting their 
constituents, and calculated to promote their interests, it is necessary a 
lobby should be formed to promote it and remind members of their duty? 
This appeal for help, this gathering of the lobbies of elegant gentlemen 
too plainly tells how subsidies are gained, how class legislation is secured. 
This organized movement on Congress was fixed for the 8th of January, 
yesterday. To-dayisthe9th. Yesterday the bill was under discussion. 
This letter was written on the 23d day of December last. 

And is another subsidy to be carried through Congress by the old 
methods? I will not believe it. 

Has Congress ever granted a subsidy that did not result in discredit 
and the public injury? Not one. 

Sir, has it come to this that a measure sought to be carried by an ap- 
peal to national pride, claimed to be for the benefit of the whole Ameri- 
can people and calculated to promote their industries, yet at war with 
every principle of republican government, can be carried through Con- 
gress by the questionable methods of an organized lobby? Is the appeal 
to national pride but a shelter? Are the people to be benefited by the 
passage of this bill? No; no, sir. If this was legislation for the bene- 
fit of the people, ifthis was legislation for the common good, there would 
be no lobby here. 

{Here the hammer fell. ] 

MESSAGE FROM THE SENATE. 

A message from the Senate, by Mr. SYMPson, one of its clerks, an- 
nounced that the Senate had passed a joint resolution of the following 
title; in which the concurrence of the House was requested: 

A joint resolution (S. ®. 120) granting permission to Ensign L. K. 
Reynolds, United States Navy, to accept the decoration of the Royal 
and Imperial Order of 'rancis Joseph from the Government of Austria. 

The message also announced that the Senate insisted on its amend- 
ments, disagreed toby the House, tothe bill (H. R. 6957) making appro- 
priations for the consular and diplomatic service of the Government 
for the fiscal year ending June 30, 1884, and for other purposes, asked 
a conference with the House on the disagreeing votes of the two Houses, 
and had appointed as conferees on the part of the Senate Mr. ALLISON, 
Mr. HALE, and Mr. Breck. 

The message further announced that the Senate insisted on its amend- 
ments, disagreed to by the House, to the bill (H. R. 7050) making ap- 
propriations for the support of the Military Academy for the fiscal year 
ending June 30, 1884, and for other purposes, asked a conference with 
the House on the disagreeing votes of the two Houses, and had a 
pointed as conferees on the part of the Senate Mr. LOGAN, Mr. RAN- 
som, and Mr, CocKRELL. 

AMERICAN SHIPPING. 

The House resumed the consideration of the shipping bill. 

Mr. ROBESON. Mr. Speaker, I had supposed, that there were some 
principles which had been settlec by the teachings of statesmen and by 
the experience of nations. One of them, which had received its firmest 
lodgment in my mind, was that a nation which was to be free, powerful, 
and progressive, and was to exercise its full and legitimate influence upon 
the progress of the world and the civilization of the race, must contain 
and hold within itself the means of its own independence, the material 
of its own development, and the weapons of its own power. 

Every writer upon political economy who has studied the history of 
nations in the light of their experience has reached that conclusion. The 
wise men who established our own Government, who made our Constitu- 
tion and inaugurated our policy and enacted our laws; were unanimous 
in the assent that they gave to it. There was no dispute of it from the 
Federalist of Massachusetts, from the Democrat of Virginia, or from 
the American patriot anywhere. 

The concurrent testimony of Washington, of Hamilton, of Madison, 
of Adams, of Jefferson, and later on of Webster, of Bayard, of Cass, 
and of Polk, is spread upon the records of Congress, declaring in unan- 
imous voice to those who follow after and t their principles 


that these can be made effective, lasting, and t only through 
those means which tend to encourage the ive industry of our 
own people and to keep within our hands the materials of our indepen- 


dence, the weapons of our defense, and the means of intercourse and 
influence with the other-nations of the earth. 





Indeed, there was not one of the elder statesmen of the Republic, 
not one representative man who was before the American people of even 
the last generation (of whom I know anything), who did not declare 
that it was a clear duty of American legislation, and in accord with the 
principles of all parties, to protect as far as might be the commerce and 
carrying trade of the American Republic. 

We have a continent as an inheritance. Our shores are washed by 
the waves of ei*her ocean. Mighty rivers divide our land, emptying 
into the Pacific, into the Atlantic,and into the Gulf. God has given 
us this country and its possibilities and the freedom we enjoy for our- 
selves not only, but for the development of our principles and for the 
extending of our influence all over the world. 

And there has been no party and never was an American statesman 
until within the last generation who has dissented from the propo- 
sition that it was the duty of our national legislation to take all the 
means that were necessary to keep within our grasp, so far as might be, 
the dominion of the seas, that common arena where progressive nations 
meet and measure their power in war and 

We may judge of the principles of the past by our situation to-day. 
The laws now on our statute-book protect and have always protected 
our coastwise commerce—how? By direct embargo, do we not? All 
our shipping, which we absolutely control wherever our Government 
can reach it, wherever we have the power to lay our hand on it, is pro- 
tected by prohibitory legislation, by legislation which declares that no 
other ships than those that we build, own, and control shallenter upon 
that trade. That is a legacy of the past left us by the wisdom of our 
fathers of all parties, and with the common assent of statesmen. 

And under the same instruction we endeavor to protect our foreign 
commerce, also. How? Not effectively, because our foreign commerce 
is not within our own boundaries nor fuily subject to our own control; 
but so far as we can by the registry laws of old enactment which re- 
main upon our statute-books; by express provision, reaching as far as 
American legislation can reach, we endeavor to protectour foreign com- 
merce, by absolute prohibition. Ourlaws now provide that no ship shall 
carry our flag or bear an American registry that was not built in this 
country and is not owned here. That is the legacy that we have re- 
ceived from the more concentrated and less sentimental patriotism of 
the past. 

This is one legacy from the wise statesmen of all parties who founded 
our Government, established our principles, and gave direction to our 
laws. 

And until the present generation no man has dared to dispute the 
declaration of Jefferson and disregard the admonition of Washington 
that if we were to be free, if we were to be powerful, if we were to be 
independent in, peace and strong in war, we must keep within our own 
control that commerce which marks our relations with other nations, 
the vehicle of our influence and impression in peace, the nursery of in- 
dependence of foreign power, and the weapon of our strength in foreign 
war. 

The statute-books reveal and prove the fact, that the fixed policy of 
our legislation has been and is to protect American commerce where- 
ever it can be reache—the coasting trade by an absolute embargo, and 
the foreign trade, as far as our laws can reach it, by prohibition. 

We now find, in the progress of events, that the protection to our 
foreign trade which our fathers thought sufficient, and which under the 
then condition of our industry and the then situation of our trade was 
sufficient, now fails to protect it by reason of new conditions affecting 
the commerce of the world. We find that day by day, month by 
month, and year by year our proportionate share of that trade fades 
away, and dwindles in comparison with the trade and the influence of 
other people not more enterprising nor more favored by nature. And 
we are to-day brought face to face with thisissue, whether we will give 
up our foreign trade altogether or whether we will help it further; shat 
is all. There is no question of new principle about it. The propriety 
of keeping up that trade has been decided and admitted all down the 
line of our history. 

There never was—and gentlemen will pardon me if I speak plainly 
on this subject—there never was an attempt to break through this prin- 
ciple under the Constitution. It was only when, outside of the Con- 
stitution, certain interests combined in the endeavor to establish an 
agricultural-military empire, depending for its trade, its commerce, and 
its manufactures upon d, that an attempt was made to over- 
throw it. That endeavor and that wish has been abandoned; those 
ideas are given up; and the gentlemen who so Gravely and so ably 
maintained them have come back into the bosom of the Government 
which was established on the old idea and should be puisued along the 
line of the old principles. 

Now, Mr. Speaker and gentlemen, is this carrying trace worth pro- 
tecting? It is nota question of commerce. That we have not and will 
not lose so long as we produce and consume. We had last year, in round 
numbers, $1,600,000,000 worth of commerce, including our export and 
import trade. Nearly 90 per cent. of it was carried in foreign bottoms, 
the money thus paid by American producers and American consumers 
going to build up English commerce and English manufactures. We 
paid for carrying that over $200,000,000 out of the price to the consumer 
and to the producer; for it must be remembered that the cost of the 
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ion is a tax upon the price of the article to the producer and 
to the consumer also; but if the consumer buys in the markets of the 
world, the charge falls on the producer. 5 

Now this is important, not only as a matter of trade and commerce, 
not only as a matter of money, of wealth, development, and progress at 
home, but it is important also as a matter of influence abroad, through 
all the avenues which we ought to control. 

have we lost our influence on this continent, to say nothing of 
the Old World? Do we control to-day as we ought to control, and 
dominate as we ought to dominate, as the responsible nation of this 
continent, its policy and its interests, its principles, its development 
and progress? No; it is given up to England. We control nothing on 
the Spanish main, nothing in eastern or western South America. Their 
trade, their development, their civilization, their progress, their foreign 
and domestic policy, have faded away from under our influence, which 
controlled and directed them in the elder days of our power; and they 
respond now to the touch of English interests and are controlled by 
English policy. Why is it, gentlemen? Open your eyes, shake off the 
shackles of old opposition, break from the allurements of foreign influ- 
ence, and rise to the height of this great question. It is because Eng- 
land has maintained her commerce, has opened whenever it was neces- 
sary the doors of her Treasury, has subsidized carrying trade, has 
stripped the burden from her commerce, has established her lines with 
South America on both oceans and with the East with wise provisions 
and statesmanlike liberality. There is not one line of commercial trade 
which England has established around the world that she has not 
taken care to establish on a firm basis, by so protecting and sustaining 
it that it may notonly so maintain itself but drive out all competition, 
When that was accomplished she has sometimes leit it to work out its 
own destiny. 

If gentlemen desire to see this thing go on, if they wish to stand up 
before the American people and say, ‘* We have a continent which we 
can plow; we have lands which we can cultivate; we will build a 
Chinese wall around ourselves and be sufficient unto ourselves as long 
us we are let alone,’’ why that is another and an intelligible view of 
the question. But let them not forget that no merely agricultural peo- 
ple has ever been a progressive people; that no purely agricultural peo- 
ple has ever accumulated wealth or developed power, and that no purely 
agricultural people has ever been independest except in the mere sense 
of governmental freedom. They have always been dependent on 
the will, dominated by the policy, and controlled by the interests of 
others. 

There surely is but one question in this matter. We are called upon 
by the press in all portions of the country—I do not speak of that as a 
controlling argument for myself, but it is an argument with some peo- 
ple—we are called upon by the intelligent demands of our people ex- 
pressed through the public press to do something to put our carrying 
trade on the same basis with our other industries, on an even basis with 
that of other countries, on the basis where our fathers left it. The metro- 
politan press teem with it, the chambers of commerce of every city are 
full of it, the merchants of every city petition, literary articles in re- 
views and magazines crowd it upon our attention. Political parties 
resolve about it, and political representatives hasten to spring to their 
feet and say, ‘‘ Yes! yes! yes! we desire to revive American commerce;"’ 
but when put to the test they will not give the means of doing it. 
They ave in favor of the war, but opposed to carrying it on. 

How is it to be revived? By removing its burdens, by fostering and 
protecting it, not—and let gentlemen understand this—not by fostering 
and protecting its rivals. 

This bill is an attempt in the right direction. It goes by no means 
as far as I would go; but yet it is an attempt, and I support it because 
it receives the assent of my committee, and because it is the best thing 
I can hope to get for the present. In order that we may know how we 
are to remove the burdens complained of we must first examine and 
determine what they are. ; 

We find first they consist of various petty and small annoyances which 
grow out of a system of navigation laws adapted to other conditions and 
enacted under other circumstances. 
may be, with due regard to the protection they give to persons and in- 
dividual interests. Butgentlemen will observe that there is not one of 
them we sweep away the sweeping away of which is nota direct charge 
upon the public Treasury. You take away fees here; you sweep away 
what seem to be exactions there; you exempt from this tax and that as- 
sessment, but by so doing you take away those fees which are provided 
by the laws to go into the Treasury, and for the discharge of certain 
expenses which the policy of the Government has determined ought to 
be met and paid by the General Government. 

You sweep away consular fees. You must maintain your consuls 
then out of your Treasury. You take away the charges which are 
paid by masters for seamen discharged abroad. Then you must pay 
for bringing home your waifs and your sick seamen discharged in for- 
eign countries, and pay for it out of the Treasury. 

You sweep away taxation. There is some dispute about whether 
that should be done by the General Government or by the States. But, 
whether it is done by the States or by the Government, it surely comes 
out either of the local or the national Treasury. The truth of the mat- 








| ing them away we establish the principle of the larger things. 


These we sweep away as far as | 





ter is you can not have your omelet unless you are willing to break eggs. 
[Laughter and applause.] The real question here is whether the carry- 
ing trade is worth all we here seek to give for it, and that is all there 
is to consider. This bill as amended by the committee provides in 
effect for the appropriation of the tonnage tax to this purpose. What 
is the tonnage tax’? It is the tax levied by law on the shipping which 
enters our ports. Last year it amounted to about $1,450,000, of which 
only about $200,000 came from our own vessels, the rest being made up 
of the tax on foreign ships. 

But this small concession isresisted. In whose interest? I know of 
no lobby here of which the gentleman from Indiana [Mr. HoLMAN] 
spoke. I and those who agree with me are speaking in the interest of 
the American people, in support of a patriotic policy established by our 
fathers, and I hope the gentlemen who speak in what seems to me to be 
the interest of English capital are not subjected toany lobby influence, 
foreign or domestic. 

Gentlemen, the question which is presented to you is simply, is the 
foreign carrying trade of your country, which is fading away under the 
changed condition of things and because of the accumulated sudsidies of 
foreign governments, worth the tonnage tax or not? Eighty-five per cent. 
of itis derived from foreign ships. 1s it worthit? Will you give it in 
response to the demands of your country’s interest? ‘‘No,’’ says the 
gentleman from New York and those who follow him, ‘but I have a 
sovereign remedy for all the ills of our struggling ship-hbuilding and 
our dying carrying trade, without paying anything out of the Treasury. 
We will build up American ship-building and employ American labor 
by opening the markets of your country to the capital and labor ot for 
eign ship-builders. We will maintain ship-building on the. Hudson 
and the Delaware, and re-establish your carrying trade; we will make 
you respectable in peace and powerful in war by abandoning the pro- 
tection which has proved insuflicient, and letting you buy of the ship 
builders of the Tyne and the Clyde. We will commit suicide for tear 
we will die. That is what we will do, and we will do it for fear some 
man, who is enterprising enough and brave enough to maintain Ameri 
an industry and employ American labor against this odds, will make 
some money in doing it. And the ship-builders on the Tyne and Clyde 
will say, ‘‘ Well done. We will take care with our cheap labor, with 
our cheap capital, with our subsidies, with our exemption from na- 
tional taxation, that all competition shall be closed out. We will take 
hold, occupy, andsupply your markets. We will control your carry- 
ing trade, monopolize the transportation of your produce, and take our 
toll of your American labor. We will have your country no longer a 
drain upon our working population. You shall hold out no more in- 
ducements to foreign immigration. You shall either give up that or 
you must put down the price of your labor so that our men will stay at 
home, or if they go away to your, country will be no better off than 
they were with us.”’ 

Mr. SPRINGER. 
tion? 

Mr. ROBESON. Certainly. 

Mr. SPRINGER. Do I understand him to say that he is of opinion 
that the donation of a subsidy amounting to this tonnage tax of about 
a million and a quarter of dollars per annum would enable our ship- 
builders to compete successfully with the English ship-builders? 

Mr. ROBESON. Lam of opinion that it will do something toward 
it. And what is the reason why the gentleman is not willing even to 
do that? He would not only not do that, but would open the flood 
gates of the Tyne and the Clyde to swallow up our manufacturing in 
dustry in the victory of English capital and English lahor. But when 
gentlemen seek to do that thing I want them to understand that that 
is just what it means before the world, and that is what the American 
people will understand it to mean. 

But to return to the practical question. All agree that we shall sweep 
away the small burdens which weigh upon our commerce, but in brush- 
What 
is the real burden upon American ship-building in its competition with 
thatof England? Itis the higher price of American labor—50 per cent. 
more than foreign labor of like character by the actual tables and 
computations, by the official records of your Treasury Department. 
That is the difference, and you must meet the question which presents 
itself threefold—whether you will compel a reduction of the price of 
your Jabor; whether you will abandon ship-building altogether, o1 
whether you think it valuable enough to induce youto supply the dif- 
ference in the price of laboroutof the tonnage tax, 85 per cent. of which 
comes from foreign owners; whether you will apply this tax, which 
many seek to repeal, to building up our shipping interests, re-establish 
ing as far as it may our carrying trade, and employing at remunecrative 
prices American labor. 

I know that there are some gentlemen who have been so long watch 
dogs of the Treasury that we cannot pay out a penny even to pet back 
a dollar without shrinking from it as if it were acrime. But us | had 
the honor to suggest the other day, when my friemd from New York 
reminded me that my ideas were in accord with what hal already been 
said by a wise and philosophic statesman of another age, and wilh this 
sanction I will venture again tosay, that parsimony is not always ccon 
omy. Economy ofien demands expense,and greatexpense. Parsimony, 


May I interrupt the gentleman to ask him aques- 
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on the other hand, in refusing to provide and contribute expense when 
necessary is the most wasteful policy that an individual or a nation 
canindulge in. Again, in to this proposed remedy of free ships. 
In the first place, I do not see that this proposition is in accord with 
the purposes of this bill. This isa bill to encourage American com- 
merce, to build up American ship-building, and to give back to eur 
country the American building and carrying trade. How does an 
amendment which takes the burdens from foreign ships remedy the 
difficulty or remove the burdens from American shipping and re-estab- 
lish the American carrying trade? 

Mr. CANNON. Will the gentleman allow me to interrupt him for 
just a moment ? 

Mr. ROBESON. Certainly. 

Mr. CANNON. I wish to ask the gentleman if I am to understand 
that this bill provides that theships which shall be built under a bounty 
from the Government shall be built for the American people and float 
the American flag, or are they designed to be built for the markets of 
the world? 

Mr. ROBESON. As the law now stands, any ship built for the mar- 
kets of the world has a full drawback of all the duties paid upon the 
material employed in its construction. 

Mr. CANNON. Not upon the domestic material. 

Mr. ROBESON. Very well, admit it; but you can bring in foreign 
material made by foreign labor, practically free, and put it into a ship 
for the markets of the world; but when you get the American laborers 
to make that material you will not give them the benefit of the draw- 
backs you give to the foreign material produced by foreign labor. Does 
that answer the proposition ? 

Mr. CANNON. No. My question, if the gentleman will permit me, 
is this: The gentleman stated, if I understood him aright, that the ob- 
ject of this bill was to put ships upon the ocean which would sail the 
American flag, so that our foreign carrying trade would be in ships 
carrying the American flag instead of the British. 

Mr. ROBESON. That is what I said, but not all I said. 

Mr. CANNON. Now, I want to know if that is the effect of the bill; 
whether it is not rather to give a bounty out of the Treasury of the 
United States to our ship-builders equal to the difference between the 
cost of building ships here and abroad, and let them sell that ship to an 
English subject or anybody else ? 

Mr. ROBESON. It must be built forthe American trade—an Ameri- 
can vessel and sail under an American register. Now, I donot say that 
that ship may not be sold abroad at some future time if you choose. 
But suppose it is sold, will the gentleman say it is not for the benefit 
of our country to do for our ship-builders what we in common with 
every other government try to do to encou them to enter into com- 
petition with the world, and to build ships with American labor which 
may go into the foreign markets and bring the foreign money home here 
for the re-employment of our labor, forthe development of our resources, 
for the enlargement of our wealth and power, and for our safety and 
strength? 

Mr. CANNON. If the gentleman will allow me again for a moment, 
as I do not want to be misunderstood. I meant to say that as the price 
of labor in the United States is one and one-half, where it is one in 
Great Britain, that if you are to enable our ship-builders to compete 
with foreign ship-bwilders permanently, you must permanently give by 
bounty out of the Treasury enough to make up the difference. 

Mr. ROBESON. I answer by saying that when we establish ship- 
yards here, build ships, employ skilled labor, and carry on the trade of 
building ships in this country, we employ American labor, whether it 
goes into our carrying trade or into the carrying trade of any other 
country. 

But I say also that if we can build our ships here as cheaply as they 
can be procured abroad, they will take in the progress of time our carry- 
ing trade, because that isthe tendency of all such trade, as proved by 
the history of all nations. No nation has ever had a carrying trade for 
any length of time that did not build its own ships, and I appeal to the 
teachings of history for the proof of that proposition. 

Again, what does this remedy of free ships mean? It means that 
our struggling ship-building to-day, which is just able to be kept alive 
because in old times men invested their capital in property and in- 
structed their children in skilled workmanship—it means that that in- 
terest. which is now just able to live shall die because the capital on 
the Clyde pays 4 per cent. while ours pays 6, because the tax on an 
ocean line in England is 2 pence on the pound of net income and 
ours is on the whole value of the property employed, and because we 
pay to our skilled labor, to our independent workmen, 40 to 50 per 
cent. more than is paid to the workmen abroad. That is what it 
means. 

Oh, but, say gentlemen, if you do not give us free ships we are going 
to have no competition in this country. Why, you will have nothing 
to compete with; that is all. Give if you choose the drawback that is 
proposed in the eighteenth section, which my friend from Illinois [ Mr. 
SPRINGER] seems to think will not be sufficient to maintain American 
ship-building—and I agree with him, it is not enongh—but give that. 
It is said if you do this the business will all run into some individual’s 
hands. Why of course it will if you have free ships; because nobody 





will stay in the trade except possibly those who have their capital in- 
vested in large plants, their trade organized, and who can not get it out. 
But give it adequate protection and American enterprise will build up 
ship-building on the Hudson, on the Connecticut, on the Delaware, on 
the Mississippi, on the James, and wherever iron and coal can be brought 
together cheaply. Then you will have healthy home competition which 
brings down prices, which you can not have by driving American enter- 
prise out of the business, but only by making it compete on equal terms 
— the cheap capital, the immense resources, the cheap taxation of 
Surope. 

But there are other considerations in this free-ship question. England 
is the great owner and producer of iron ships to-day. France competes 
with her for iron-ship o Ene means of large subsidies on building 
and running ships. The ship-builder finds it so profitable that 
he wants to increase his market, that he wants to open the American 
market for his trade, to sell us those ships that are too much worn out, 
if you choose, or of such a construction that they do not meet the com- 
petition which exists at home. 

And there is yet another thing which I beg you will consider. The 
peace of Europe is teed to-day by its commerce. England is 
pacific, although her disposition is dominant and exacting, because she 
owns a large carrying trade all over the world. Pass this free-ship 
clause as you have itto-day, and to-morrow shecan goto war with Ger- 
many and with Russia, or any other nation, and transfer her carrying 
trade to the neutrality of the United States, by transfersand mortgages, 
keep it safe under the protection of our neutrality, and when the war 
is over retransfer it, making us a cat’s paw, not only of hercommercial 
interests but of her national policy. Are we so enthralled? Does the 
influence of the commercial interests of our great cities which have be- 
come metropolitan, so metropolitan that our greatimporting housesare 
the mere agentsof foreign manufacturers—does their influence so domi- 
nate us that the National Legislature, in defiance of the traditionsof all 
parties and the teachings of every statesman, are willing to respond to 
the demands of foreign capital and foreign interests? 

I have said, Mr. Speaker, that thisa question of labor. Now I am one 
of those men who believe in keeping up the price of American labor, 
so long at least as it is to be kept up at the cost of foreign interests. I 
believe in keeping up this price upon broad principles, which I will state. 
It is because, at last, the power of our Government rests upon American 
labor and upon the men who perform it; and because I wish them to 
have enough pay to arouse their ambition, to excite their interest and 
to give them the possibility of individual accumulation and advance- 
ment. The progress of every community is made up of the successes 
of the persons who compose it. The trials, the struggles, the achieve- 
ments, the successes of each individual make the successes of the com- 
munity of which he is a member and the development of the country 
in which he lives. I wish every workingman in the country to have 
something over at the end of the week, so that he will have a stake in 
the community; so that he will be hopeful, ambitious, and indepen- 
dent: 

Not for to hide it in the hedge, 
Nor for a train attendant; 

But for the glorious privilege 
Of being independent. 

[Applause. ] 

If we are to have a government depending upon workingmen, and 
that government is to be free and independent of foreign influence, the 
workingman must be independent. I want every American laborer, 
if possible, to have a home, because there is where he gets the educa- 
tion which makes him a good citizen. Good principles are not always 
learned in the school-house, not always from the pulpit even, but in 
that domestic circle where are gathered the memories of the past, the 
enjoyments of the present, and the hopes of the future; not in the ten- 
ement house or the grog shop, but around that family hearthstone 
where old age counsels, where childhood prattles, and where the love 
of woman inspires. [Applause.] The principles are the same, Mr. 
Speaker, which make home happy and empires great. And who shall 
estimate the value to a nation of a million homes of industrious, inde- 
pendent, ambitious, free men, who have a stake in the country and an 
interest in its development and progress? 

And if you are to have your country free and powerful and progress- 
ive in the future, let me say to you, men of all parties, you must pro- 
tect American labor, even if you do feel when you are doing it as if a 
dollar was slipping from your fingers, which looks at the time as big as 
a cart-wheel. 

This, then, is the question. We protect every other industry that 
we have, and we are able to protect them because they are within our 
boundaries. We protect our coastwise shipping because that is within 
our control. Will you, when you find that your present laws are not 
sufficient to protect your foreign carrying trade, extend a new protec- 
tion to that trade by giving it the benefit of the tonnage tax? 

T do not to detain this House with details. They have been 
fully gone over by my friend from Maine [Mr. DINGLEY] and by other 
gentlemen who have discussed this question; and they will be more 
fully discussed when we come to consider this bill by sections. But I 
have risen to say that I do not believe that under the teachings of the 
past and under the pressure of the present any man will be bold enough 
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here or elsewhere to stand up in the face of the American people and 
say directly that our American shipping industry and carrying trade is 
not worth the preservation. If that be true, then no man will be bold 
enough to say that we are to preserve it by reducing the price of Amer- 
ican labor. Thus he will be forced to admit that we must adopt some 
other means if we preserve it at all. 

When we have arrived at the position that we must save it, that we 
can not save it by reducing the price of American labor, then who will 
stand up and say that we shall not give it at least the poor pittance of 
the t tax derived from foreign bottoms?’ Answer this by your 
action in presence of the American poem. ; cm 

I know that this subject has been clouded in the past by political 
discussions and by those cies of intelligence that are gathered in 
great importing centers. “Bat when the people come to understand the 
question ey op this land, they will hold their Representatives re- 
sponsible for itions which they here take and the principles 
which they here advocate. “ae 

Mr. PAGE. I rise toa parliamentary inquiry. 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman will state it. 

Mr. PAGE. After the previous question shall have been ordered, 
will I be entitled to an hour to conclude the debate on this bill? 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman will have an hour to close debate 
after the previous question shall have been ordered on the engrossment 
and third reading of the bill. 

Mr. PAGE. Then I ask unanimous consent that we now proceed to 
consider the bill by sections under the five-minute rule. 

The SPEAKER. Unanimous consent has been given to consider this 
bill in fhe House as in Committee of the Whole. If unanimous consent 
be now given that general debate be terminated, the Chair will direct 
the Clerk to proceed to read the bill by sections, as though the House 
was in Committee of the Whole on the state of the Union. Is there ob- 
jection to closing general debate at this time? [After a pause.] The 
Chair hears none and general debate is closed. ‘The Clerk will now pro- 
ceed to read the bill by sections for amendment. 

The Clerk read as follows: 


Be it enacted, &c., That section 4131 of the Revised Statutes be amended so as 
to read as follows: 

“Spc. 4181. Vessels red pursuant to law, and no others, except such as 
shall be duly qualified according to law for carrying on the coast trade and fish- 
eries, or one of them, shall be deemed vessels of the United States, and entitled 
to the benefits and privil appertaining to such vessels; but they shall not en- 
joy the same longer than they shall continue to be wholly owned by citizensand 
to be commanded by a citizen of the United States." 

Sec. 2. That section 4219 of the Revised Statutes be amended by striking out 
the following words from the last clause: ** And any vessel any officer of which 
shall not be a citizen of the United States shall pay a tax of SO cents per ton.” 

Ec. 3. That section 4580 of the Revised Statutes be amended so as to read as 


“Spc, 4580. Upon the application of any seaman to a consular officer for a dis- 
charge, if it appears to such officer that said seaman is entitled to his discharge 
under any act of Congress or according to the general principles or usages of 
maritime law as recognized in the United States, the officer shall discharge said 
seaman, and require from the master of said vessel, before such discharge shall 
be made, payment of the wages which may then be due said seaman. When a 
seaman is discharged by reason of inability to perform his duties, whether in 

uence of illness or other causes, the master shall be required to pay him 
only wages due at the time of discharge. But if any seaman is discharged 
in consequence of any hurt or injury received while in the service of the ship, or 
illness by a wantof such food, water, accommodations, medicines, or anti- 
scorbutics as are yo by law, the master shall be required to pay the ex- 
pense of providing the necessary surgical and medical advice, with attendance 
and medicines, until said seaman is cured or dies, or is brought back to some 
port in the United States.” 


Mr. CRAPO. I wish to inquire of the gentleman in charge of this 
bill whether section 3, justread by the Clerk, makes any difference in the 
method of settling with seamen discharged from whalers at a foreign 
port? The object of my inquiry is this: Whale-ships are fitted out for 
long voyages and to distant seas, and the officers and crews are compen- 
sated, not by fixed wages but by a lay or share of the earnings of the entire 
voyage. Now, when a seaman is discharged at a foreign port during 
his voyage it is impossible to determine the exact amount due him at 
that time. The present method of settlement is to give to that seaman 
an order upon the owner of the vessel and to have that settled at home. 
The reason of this will be apparent by a single illustration. A whale- 
ship sails from New Bedford for the Arctic Ocean. One of the seamen 
on bord that ship is di ata port in Japan, six months from 
homeythe ship having made no catch whatever. He has served on 
board the vessel, we will say, one-sixth of the time required for the 
voyage. Now, by the law as it stands at present, although there is no 
il or bone on the vessel, no whales have been taken, he would receive 
one-sixth of his lay in the whole voyage. Does this proposed section 
change that law ? 

Mr. DINGLEY. It makes no change in that respect. 

The SPEAKER. No amendment is pending. 

Mr. DINGLEY. I move to strike out the last word, for the purpose 
of saying to the gentleman from Massachusetts [Mr. Crapo] that the 
modification proposed by this bill does not change the mode of settle- 
ment with seamen e on whaling vessels. The only change is 
that the exaction of three months’ extra wages is stricken out; other- 
wise the law remains as it now is. 

Mr. REAGAN. If the gentleman from Massachusetts { Mr. Crapo] 
will refer to that portion of the section beginning in line 7 he will see 





_—_ 


that the paymentof wages must be made before the seaman is discharged ; 
that he can not be discharged until payment is made. 

Mr. DINGLEY. I withdraw my pro forma amendment. 

The Clerk read as follows: 


P ee. 4. That section 4583 of the Revised Statutes be amended so as to read as 
‘ollows : 

“ Src. 4583. No payment of extra wages shall be required, upon the discharge 
of any seaman in a foreign country upon the termination of his agreement, or in 
cases where vessels are wrecked or stranded, or condemned as unfit for service. 
Ifany consular officer, upon the complaint of any seaman that he has fulfilled 
his contract, or that the voyage is continued contrary to his agreement, is satisfied 
that the contract has expired, or that the voyage has not been continued by cir- 
cumstances within the control of the master, he shall discharge the mariner ; but 
in case the consular officer shall be satisfied that the master has designedly con- 
tinued the voyage, he shall require from said master the payment of one month's 
extra pay over and above the wages due at the time of discharge ; butin case the 
master of the vessel shall provide said seaman with adequate employment on 
board seme other ship bound to the portat which he was originally shipped, or 
to some other port, as may be agreed upon by him, or furnish the means of send- 
ing him back to such port, or provide him with a passage home, or deposit with 
the consular officer such a sum of money as is by such officer deemed sufficient 
to defray the expenses of his subsistence and passage home, then no payment 
of extra wages shall be required.” 


Mr. DINGLEY. I move to amend the fourth section of this bill by 
inserting after the word ‘‘ agreement,’ in line 5, the words ‘‘ or by his 
own request;’’ so that it will read ‘‘ upon the discharge of any seaman 
in a foreign country upon the termination of his agreement or by his 
own request.’’ I may say with reference to that amendment that the 
New York Chamber of Commerce desires that it shall be made, and 
on examination the committee are satisfied that the request should be 
complied with. 

The amendment wis adopted. 

Mr. MURCH. I move to amend by inserting after the word ‘* serv- 
ice,’’ in line 7 of the section last read, the provision which I send to the 
desk. 

The Clerk read as follows: 

Any master of any vessel of the United States in any port of the United States 
shall have the right to employ, contract with, and ship the whole or any part of 
his crew without the intervention or assistance of any shipping commissioner or 
similar officer now or hereafter exercising or claiming to exercise the functions 
ofa shipping commissioner or shipping agent under the laws of the United States 
orof any of the States. In contracting with such crew or any member thereof 
the said master of such vessel shall have power to contract with said seamen for 
a trip or round voyage, or for an outward, homeward, or pariial trip or voyage, 
and such contracts shall determine the discharges of such seamen so contracting. 
Whenever any seaman contracting with any such master of any vessel of the 
United States shall, pursuant to his said contract, be discharged in any foreign 
port, he shall first be paid the wages due him at the time of such discharge, and 
such paymentshall be duly certified by the United States consul or other official 
representative at such port of discharge upon the papers of the vessel discbarg- 
ing such seaman. But whenever any master of a vessel of the United States 
shall discharge any seaman in a foreign port for other cause than mutiny, in- 
subordination, or the termination of the term of service contracted for, the sea- 
man so discharged shall have and be entitled to receive from the master of such 
vessel, in addition to the wages that may have been earned and due at the time 
of such discharge, a sum equal to the cost of his passage home, at the rate of 50 
cents per day for each day’s sail by a sailing vessel from the place of discharge. 
But no seaman not a citizen of the United States shall be entitled to such home 
ward passage as herein provided for, in addition to his wages, in the absence of 


aspecific agreement providing therefor between the said seaman and the master 
of such vessel. 


Mr. PAGE. [ask the gentleman from Maine [Mr. Murci] to with 
hold this amendment until we reach section 13, when it will be in order 
It is not germane to this section. 

Mr. MURCH. The gentleman from California will allow me to say 
that the question of the discharge of seamen in foreign ports is so inter- 
woven in these several sections that I do not know exactly where this 
amendment ought to come in. ‘ 

Mr. PAGE. If it comesin atall, it ought to be offered as an amend 
ment to section 13. I hope the gentleman will withdraw it for the pres 
ent. 

Mr. MURCH. I will withdraw it for the present with the unde: 
standing that it shall apply to any part of the bill—— 

Mr. PAGE. I do not accept the amendment, but agree that the gen 
tleman may offer jt. It will be germane to the thirteenth section. 

Mr. MURCH. Unless I can have the amendment apply to the sev 
eral sections of the bill I shall insist on offering.it now. 

Mr. COX, of New York. Section 13 was drawn ina hurry and very in 
artificially. Itembracesonlytwolines. It wasintended to be perfected 
I welcome the amendment of the gentleman from Maine, and no doubt 
the committee will accept it. I hope so. 

Mr. PAGE. Perhaps so. 

Mr. COX, of NewYork. A portion of it, at least. 

‘Mr. MURCH. Section 13 applies to the shipping of seamen. This 
amendment applies not only to that, but to the discharge of seamen in 
foreign ports. It seems to me the amendment will come in very well 
here. 

Mr. PAGE. Let me be understood; I have no objection to the gen 
tleman offering the amendment. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair thinks that no point of order would lie 
against it. 

Mr. MURCH. Very well; I withdraw the amendment for the present. 

The Clerk read as follows: 

Sec. 5. That section 4582 of the Revised Statutes be amended so as to read us 
follows: 

“Sec. 4582. Whenever a vessel belonging to a citizen of the United States ts 
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sold in a foreign country, and her company discharged, it shall be the duty of 
the master SS prods 2 the cousul or officer the certified list of his ey she com- 
pany, and also the shipping articles, and to pay to said consul or officer for every 
seaman so discharged one month's pay over and above the wages which ma 
then be due to such seaman; but in case the master of the vessel so sold shall 
vide such seaman with adequate employment on board some other ship 
und to the port at which he was originally shipped, or to such r port as 
may be agreed upon by him, or furnish the means of sending back to such port, 
or provid him with a passage home, or deposit with the consular officer such a 
sum of money as is by such officer deemed sufficient to defray the expenses of 
his subsistence und passage home, then no payment of extra wages 1 be re- 
quired.” 
' Src. 6. That section 4600 of the Revised Statutes be amended so as to read as 
follows: 

“Src, 4600. It shall be the duty of consular officers to reclaim deserters and dis- 
countenance insubordination by every means within their power, and where the 
loca! authorities can be usefully employed for that purpose, to lend their aid and 
use their exertions to that end in the most effectual manner. In all cases where 
deserters are apprehended, consular officers shall inquire into the facts; and if he 
is satisfied that the desertion was caused by unusual or cruel treatment, the sea- 
man shall be discharged, and receive, in addition to his wages to the time of his 
discharge, one month's pay, or the master shall provide him with adequate em- 
ployment on board some other ship bound to the port at which he was originally 
shipped, or tosuch other portas may be agreed upon by him, or furnish the means 
of sending him back to such port, or provide him with a passage home, or de- 
posit with the consular officer such a sum of money as is by such officer deemed 
sufficient to defray the expenses of his subsistence and |] ge home. Andthe 
officer discharging him shall enter upon the crew-list and shipping-articles the 
cause of discharge and the particulars in which the cruelty or unusual treatment 
consisted, and the facts as to his discharge, or re-engagement, as the case may 
be, and subscribe his name thereto officially.” 

Sec. 7. That section 4581 of the Revised Statutes be amended so as to read as 
follows: 

“Spo. 4581. That if any consular officer, when discharging any seaman, shall 
neglect to require the payment of and collect the extra wages and charges re- 
quired to be paid in the case of the discharge of any seaman, he shall be account- 
able to such seaman to the full amount thereof; and if any seaman shall, after 
his discharge, have incurred any expense for board or other necessaries at the 
place of his discharge, before shipping again, such expense shall be paid out of 
the wages to which he shall be entitled, which shall be retained for that purpose, 
and the balance only paid over to him.” 


Mr. ANDERSON. I move to strike out the section last read. I do 
this for the purpose of inquiring of the gentleman in charge of this bill 
what changes these several sections in regard to sailors make in the 
present law ? 
Mr. DINGLEY. Under section 4580 of the Revised Statutes a con- 
sul of the United States has authority to discharge any seaman in a 
foreign port, and under the law as it is now he has also the right prac- 
tically to exact three months’ wages when such seaman is disch . 
the question whether this charge should be imposed on the vessel being 
left entirely to the judgment of the consul, without appeal. The sev- 
eral sections which have just been read provide that when a seaman is 
discharged no extra wages shall be exacted except in three cases: first, 
when a vessel is disposed of abroad; second, when the master of the 
vessel designedly proceeds beyond the port to which the seaman shipped; 
third, when the seaman has been maltreated by the master of a vessel 
and is discharged on that account. 
In all other cases of discharge of seamen by a consul, the payment 
of wages is exacted only to the time of the discharge, except that when 
a seaman is injured on board of a vessel or contracts disease in conse- 
quence of insufficient provisions the master of the vessel is made liable 
for the expense of medical attendance and anything else the sailor may 
require till he recovers. These are in substance the changes wrought 
by the sections just read; and I may add that they are substantially 
the English law, which has existed upon the statute-book of Great Britain 
for twenty-eight years, and has been found to work well, not only in 
the interest of the vessel, but also in the interest of the seaman. 
Mr. ANDERSON. Are the changes proposed in this bill in the in- 
terest of the sailor, or in the interest of the ship-owner? 
Mr. DINGLEY. In the interest of both. 
Mr. ANDERSON. And where the two interests conflict—— 
Mr. DINGLEY. Where the two interests conflict, they are in the 
interest of the sailor. 
Mr. ANDERSON, I withdraw my motion. 
The Clerk read as follows: 
: Sec, &, That section 4584 of the Revised Statutes be amended so as to read as fol- 
oOws;: 

“Spc, 4584. Whenever any consular officer, upon the discharge of any seaman, 
receives the wages due to said seaman, he shall at once pay the same to the said 


seaman, except as provided in section 4581 of the Revised Statutes.” 
: Sec. 9. That seetion 4578 of the Revised Statutes be amended soas to read as fol- 
« 


we: 
“Spc. 4578. All masters of vessels belonging to citizens of the United States and 
bound to some port of the same are requi to take such destitute seamen on 
board their vessels, at the request of the consuls, vice consuls, commercial nts, 
or vice-commercial nts, respectively, and to transport them to the port in the 
United States to which such vessel may be bound, on such terms, not exceeding 
$10 for each person, as may he between the master and the consul or 
officer. But for long voyages and peculiar disabled condition of such seamen, 
there shall be allowed to the officer or owner of such vessel such reasonable com- 
pensation, not to exceed 30 cents per day, in addition to the allowances herein 
rovided, asshall be deemed equitable by the collector of the port in the United 
Riates which the vessel may first reach, the same to be paid under such regulations 
as may be prescribed by the Secretary of the Treasury. Every such master who re- 
fuses same, on the request or order of such consul or officer, shall be liable 
tothe United States ina penalty of $100 foreach seaman so refused. The certifi- 
cate of any such consul or officer, given under his hand and official sea), shall 
be presumptive evidence of such refusal in any court of law a 
for the recovery of the penalty. No master of any vessel shall, however, be 
obliged to take a greater number than two men to every one hundred tons bur- 
den of the vessel on any one voyage.” 


Mr. PAGE. The committee recommend an amendment, on page 7, 








in section 9, to insert the words ‘‘ the same to be paid under such regu- 
lations as may be prescribed by the Secretary of the Treasury.”’ 

The SPEAKER. The bill is being reported as it is reeommended by 
the Committee on Commerce, and those words are included. 

Mr. PAGE. All right then. 

The Clerk read as follows: 

Sec. 10. That no fees shall hereafter be b fi 

, meaninth qr ether alalal ess'viee ts Asstoieee teat oemmnna bates 

foreign trade, or to the owners, officers, or seamen of such. vessels. Consular 
officers who are now in whole or in part by fees shall make adetailed repo 
to the Secretary of of the services performed in accordance with 
this section, with the fees heretofore allowed in such cases, and shal! be entitled 
to receive the amount thereof in the same manner as is previded by law in case 
of other compensation payable by the United States. 


Mr. ANDERSON. What will be the effect of that provision on the 
compensation of consuls? 

Mr. DINGLEY. This section abolishes all consular fees for services 
to American vessels. They amounted last year to near $100,000, and 
came into the Treasury and were paid out in a large number of cases 
as part compensation to consuls. The effect will be to relieve vessels 
in our foreign trade from fees now imposed on them and a serious bur- 
den, and place the vessels of the United States upon substantially the 
same basis as English vessels. I will say that England spends over a 
million of dollars for the support of a consular system devoted entirely 
to the extension of British commerce and assistance of English vessels. 
We propose to apply the same principle to American vessels engaged in 
the foreign trade. 

Mr. ANDERSON. Thissection if adopted, then, will place our ships 
in a to fees, &c., in foreign ports on the same basis with English 
vessels ? 


Mr. DINGLEY. It will. 
Mr. BROWNE. How will it affect our consuls? 
Mr. DINGLEY. Not at all. 


Mr. BROWNE. How are they to be reimbursed ? 

Mr. DINGLEY. The last portion of the section provides that if con- 
suls perform service they shall make return to the Secretary of the 
Treasury and the fees heretofore allowed, where the compensation is 
partly by fees, shall be paid out of the Treasury. The compensation of 
the consul will be the same as-if this had not been passed. 

Mr. MURCH. Consular fees are now about $800,000. 

Mr. DINGLEY. That includes manifests for shipment of goods. 
This does provide for those. 

Mr. MURCH. I wish to do away with them all. 
ment to that effect, which I ask the Clerk to read. 

The Clerk read as follows: 

Sec. —. All consular fees or fees now by law charged or collected by consuls, 
consular officers, agents, or commercial agents of the United States from or upon 


seamen, masters, or ships of the United States are hereby abolished, and the 
demand or collection of any and all such fees is hereby forbidden. 


Mr. DINGLEY. I make the point of order against that amendment. 
It relates to manifests for shipment of goods, and we are dealing with 
vessels. 

Mr. MURCH. We should not only relieve vessels, but citizens. 

Mr. DINGLEY. But that is not the subject we are dealing with. 
It is not germane. 

Mr. MURCH. If it is out of order I will withdraw it. 

The Clerk read as follows: 


Sec. I. That it shall be, and is hereby, made unlawful in any case to pay any 
seaman wages in advance of the time when he has actually earned the same, or 
to pay such advance to any other person, or to pay any person any re- 
muneration for the shipment of seamen. Any person paying such advanco 
wages or such remuneration, shall be deemed guilty of a misdemeanor, and upon 
conviction shall be punished by a fine not less than four times the amount of the 
wages so advanced or remuneration so paid, and may be also acre for a 
period not exceeding six months, at the discretion of the court. The payment 
of such advance wages or remuneration shall in no case absolve the steamer, 
ship, or vessel, or the master or owner thereof, from full payment of wages after 
the same shall have been actually earned, and shall be no defense to a libel, suit, 
or action for the recovery of such wages: Provided, That this section shall not 
apply to such fees as by any law of the United States may be collected by any 

pping commissioner or other officer of the United States for the shipment of 
seamen. This section shall apply as well to foreign vessels as to vessels of the 
United States; and any foreign vessel, the master, owner, consignee, or agent of 
which has violated this section, or induced or connived at its violation, shall be 
refused a clearance from any port of the United States. 


Mr. MURCH. I submit the following substitute for that section: 
The Clerk read as follows: 


Src. —. Masters, agents, or owners of vessels may contract with seamen for the 
prosecution of a passage or voyage to or from any domestic or foreign port at the 
office of the owner, consignee, or agent of their vessel, or on board of such vessel, 
not less than eighteen hours prior to the clearance of such vessel, and may pay 
t, or owner and the seaman may mu- 


I move an amend- 


such advance wages may be paid. 


Mr. PAGE. _Is it not in order first to perfect the text of the section? 

The SPEAKER. Undoubtedly. 

Mr. CRAPO. Then I desire to offer an amendment to the text. 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman from Maine moves to strike out sec- 
tion 11, and insert what has been read. Pending that, the gentlemaa 
from Massachusetts moves to amend the original text. The Clerk 
will read the proposed amendment. 
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The Clerk read as tollows : 

i ’ “seaman,’’ in the nineteenth 
ay py intied farther, "That this. aR an: shall notapply to Gena ls 
engaged in the whaling business.” 

Mr. PAGE. There is no objection to that. 

Mr. CANDLER. I wish to offer an amendment to further perfect 
the section. 

The SPEAKER. The question is first on the amendment offered by 
the gentleman from Massachusetts [Mr. CRAPO]. 

Mr. COX, of New York. As I understand it the amendment has 
been accepted by the chairman of the committee ? 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman can not accept the amendment ; 
the House must act upon it. 

Mr. CRAPO. I desire to say, Mr. Speaker, in support of this amend- 
ment that I assent to everything that has been said during the course 
of this debate in reference to the evils of the present system of advance 

ages and the abuses consequent upon it, so far as it applies to the ordi- 
in merchant marine. But the application of this section, as reported 
by the committee, will work a hardship to men engaged in the whal- 
ing service, for this reason: They are fitted for long voyages—four or 
five years. Now, it is necessary for the crews of the whaling vessels to 
procure outfits for that long time. They must haveakit or outtit different 
trom that necessary in an ordinary merchant vessel ; and they can pro- 
cure that much more economically if they can have an advance from 
the owner which will enable them to go into the stores or trading places 
at the hame ports and buy their clothing and equipments, and get the 
necessary articles for their long absence. This amendment simply 
enables them to do that. 

The SPEAKER. The question is on tiie amendment suggested by 
the gentleman from Massachusetts. 

The amendment was agreed to. 

Mr. CANDLER. I wish now to offer an amendment for the further 
perfecting of the text of the section. 

The Clerk read as follows: 

After the words “‘ United States,”’ in the twenty-third line of the eleventh sec 
tion, insert “* but nothing in this section shall be so construed as to prevent a sea 
man from giving an order for a portion of his wages when earned.” 

Mr. REAGAN. That, if adopted, would nullify the section. I call 
the attention of the gentleman from Maine to the fact that it will ren- 
der this provision entirely inoperative. I suggest, if it is intended to 
preserve the section, that it is better not to adopt the amendment, be- 
cause it provides simply a substitute for the advance-wages system and 
does not remedy the evil. 

Mr. COX, of New York. I believe that every provision, as has been 
said, or that every proposition that may be made, either in England or 
here, in to these advances will be somehow or other avoided 
and evaded. People will get their blood-money. These advances will 
be made, and although we are not now legislating in a practical way as 
I believe, nevertheless this provision is a moral humanitarian speech in 
the body of the bill, and I would like to see it preserved as it is if for 
no other purpose than merely for its moral emphasis. 

The SPEAKER. The question is on the amendment offered by the 
gentleman from Massachusetts. 

Mr.CANDLER. Before that I would like simply to change the word 
“order’’ in the amendment to ‘‘allotment.”’ 

Mr. HEWITT, of New York. Let it be read as modified. 

The Clerk read as follows: 

That nothing in this section shall be so construed as to prevent a 
@eaman from giving an order for an allotment of his wages when earned. 

Mr. McCOOK. Before voting upon this amendment I think the gen- 
tleman from Massachusetts should explain it, because it appears to me to 
be a practical nullification of what precedes it. If this section is in- 
tended to correct the evils of blood-money, this amendment would seem 
to prohibit that good result. 

Mr. DINGLEY. The gentleman is right in that. 

Mr. McCOOK. Iam to know that I am right, and hope it will 
be voted down. 

Mr. COX, of New York. Let it be again read. 

The amendment was again reported. 

Mr. HEWITT, of New York. That is entirely too broad. 

Mr. DINGLEY. I move toamend the amendment by inserting after 
the word “‘wages’’ the words “‘to his wife, mother, or for the benefit 
of his children.” 

= COX, of New York. I desire tooffer an amendment to the amend- 
men 

The SPEAKER. That would not be now in order. 

-Mr. CANDLER. I appreciate the importance of stopping this sys- 
tem of advance wages. It has been one of the most cruel evils that 
owners of ships have had tocontend with. For years we have tried to 
cure it or bring about a reform. Atthe same time, we must remember 
that every sailor when he goes upon along voyage must have the right 
to give an allotment of his wages or something to his wife and children 
for their support during his absence. You can not deny the privilege 
of his ‘aking some arrangement for his family so that they may re- 
ccive a portion of his money after it has been earned. Otherwise yon 
impose a hardship upon them. That is the object of the amendment. 








We do everything we can tostopthesystem of advance wages, but we do 
not wish to deprive a man of the privilege of making a provision with 
his ship-owners for his wifeand children by which they can receive the 
pay that he has earned while he is gone upon the voyage. 

Mr. REAGAN. Mr. Speaker, as the amendment of the gentleman 
from Massachusetts is proposed to be amended by the gentleman from 
Maine, | take it that there can be no objection to it. But if adopted in 
its original form it will change the purposes of the section, and the pur 
pose, I think, has not been stated. It is to protect the seaman against 
the rapacity and greed of the boarding-house keepers, who get them 
drunk and induce them to draw their wages before they are earned, 
wages which do not benefit them, because they go into the hands of these 
vultures. If, therefore, the amendment of the gentleman from Massa- 
chusetts is adopted without the limitation put upon it by the gentleman 
from Maine, I do not believe it will cure the evil. I hope, therefore, it 
adopted at all it will be with the amendment which has been suggested - 

The SPEAKER. The first question is on the amendment of the gen 
tleman from Maine [Mr. DINGLEY] to the amendment of the gentleman 
from Massachusetts [Mr. CANDLER]. 

Mr. DINGLEY. I will modify my amendment so as to insert after 
the word ‘‘ wages ’’ the words ‘‘ for the benefit of his family.’’ I desire 
to say theamendment of the gentleman from Massachusetts, unmodified, 
would allow the seaman to allot his wages to his landlord. 

Mr. CANDLER. A man in many cases will have others dependent 
upon him with the same claims, almost, as those of membersof his family. 
You should go further than the members of his family. The man may 
have an adopted son, for instance. You have no right to take from a 
man, after he has earned his money, the right to dispose of it; and you 
can not name the parties to whom it is to be paid. 

I have the deepest interest in this bill. When we were making the 
original report from the Committee on Commerce this particular clause 
was studied very carefully by the friends of the sailor; and while they 
endeavored to guard it in every way they could, they did not wish to 
take from him the rights that belong toevery man. ‘They would shield 
him from the blood-money, but they would not prevent him from pay 
ing the money after he had earned it to the members of his family or 
others dependent upon him. You should extend it further than by 
saying ‘‘ members of his family.’’ You do not protect him against the 
landlord by saying that. All we can do is to say there shall be no ad 
vance wages paid; but after the ship has sailed and the seaman is on 
his voyage you should not deny him the right to pay the money he has 
earned; but he may pay it to any one to whom he is obliged to pay it, 
or to whom it is his duty to pay it. 

The question being taken on Mr. DINGLEY’s amendment to the 
amendment offered by Mr. CANDLER, it was not agreed to. 

The SPEAKER. The question recurs on the amendment offered by 
the gentleman from Massachusetts [Mr. CANDLER]. 

The question being taken, the Speaker stated that in the opinion of 
the Chair the ‘* noes’’ had it. 

Mr. THOMAS and Mr. CANDLER called for a division. 

The House again divided; and there were—ayes 31, noes 39 

So (no further count being called for) the amendment was not agreed to. 

The SPEAKER. The question recurs on the motion made by the 
gentleman from Maine on the right [Mr. Murcn], which is to strike 
out the whole of section 11 and insert what has been read. 

Mr. MURCH. Before concluding, I shall ask that my amendment 
be again read for the information of the House. [Cries of ‘* Vote !’’ 
“*Vote!’?] Iask to be heard upon that amendment. 

The SPEAKER. ‘The gentleman from Maine [Mr. Munem] is enti 
tled to the floor. 

Mr. MURCH. The only practical solution of this question of ad 
vance wages is to endow the seaman with the responsibilities of man 
hood. If you deny to the seaman the right to make a free contract you 
are trespassing upon personal rights. I say the American seaman to 
day is capable and intelligent enough to make his own contract. The 
only way that you can get over this question of advance wages is to rel- 
egate the whole matter to the master of the ship and the sailor himself, 
with the provision I have inserted there that it shall not be given toa 
landlord; that is, it shall be paid directly to the sailor himsclt eighteen 
hours previously to the sailing of the ship, and he may on his own voli 
tion and written order leave a portion of his pay with his family. 

I say when you deny this right to the American sailor you are deny 
ing him the right to maintain his family and to provide in his absence 
for the maintenance and education of his family. I say the American 
sailor has rights under the Constitution of the United States just as 
sacred as those of any gentleman on this floor or any other citizen of 
the United States; and when you attempt to abridge his prerogative of 
contracting as he sees fit with the master of a vessel for the performance 
of any duty you are trespassing upon personal rights, which you have 
no right to do. 

In that amendment—and I shall ask that it be read again at the close 
of my remarks that the House may understand it—I provide that the 
order may be made in favor of any member of his family. Ile may 
not have a wife; he may have a motherless child for whom it is right 
he should make some provision. 

I have some practical knowledge of the working of this system of 
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advance wages. I have had it myself and have found it very conven- 

ient when going on a long voyage te have the means of providing cloth- 

ing for the inclemencies of a northern or southern climate. When 

you take away this right you subject the sailor to privations he can not 

provide against unless he has money. I ask that my substitute be 
in read as a part of my remarks. 

Mr. BUCKNER. I move that the House do now adjourn. 

Mr. PAGE. ‘The gentleman from Missouri has not the floor for mak- 
ing that motion. 

The SPEAKER. 
motion? 

Mr. McCOOK. The gentleman from Maine [Mr. Murcu] had not 
completed his speech. He called for the reading of his amendment as 
a part of his remarks. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair did not so understand the gentleman 
from Maine. 

Mr. MURCH. Yes, sir; I called for the reading of the substitute as 
a part of my remarks. 

The SPEAKER. Thesubstitute offered by the gentleman from Maine 
will be again reported. 

The Clerk read as follows: 


Does the gentleman from Missouri insist on his 


Sec. —. Masters, agents, or owners of vessels may contract with seamen for 
the prosecution ofa passage or voyage to or from any domestic or foreign port 
at the office of the owner, consignee, or agent of their vessel, or on board of such 
vessel, not less than eighteen hours prior to the clearance of such vessel, and 
may pay advance wages or not as such master, nt, or owner and the seaman 
may mutually agree; such advance shall be paid to the seaman in person, and 
no orders shall be given to pay advance wages of such seaman to any person ex- 
cept to some member of his family, upon the written order of the seaman on 
whose account such advance wages may be paid. 


Mr. MURCH. I yield one minute to the gentleman from Missouri 
[Mr. HASELTINE]. 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman from Maine has no time to yield. 
His five minutes have expired. 

Mr. HASELTINE. Mr. Speaker, I am opposed to section 11 of the 
bill. I am opposed todegrading and humiliating the laboring men placed 
on our vessels. The laboring man upon a ship should have the same 
right to ask for assistance, and the officer to render assistance, as other 
independent Americans. 1 would not degrade seamen upon American 
vessels. I would not allow the Stars and Stripes, the emblem of free- 
dom of the great American Republic, to float over a degraded humanity. 

Sir, I am willing to vote for any reasonable bill to encourage ship- 
building and every other industry. I would offer every reasonable en- 
couragement to enterprise and industry to develop the resources of this 
great country. If we accept the statistics of the gentleman from Maine, 
we built ships successfully until 1855. From that period there was a 
decadence. It was not the low tariff of 1855 or the high tariffafter 1860 
which caused this decadence of American shipping. The financial crisis 
of 1857, with a shrinking volume of money, had much to do with this 
matter. During the four years of war a large part of our shipping was 
driven from the ocean. Other nations had the most favorable opportu- 
nity to get possession of the carrying trade. Our national policy after 
the war in shrinking the volume of money until 1878 had much to do 
with the decadence in American ship-building. 

When capitalists could invest their money in railroads and national 
banks to pay them from 10 to 25 per cent., we could not expect them 
to build ships to be placed in competition with the vessels built with 3 
and 4 per cent. money of other nations. When a large part of the ma- 
terials necessary to ship-building are cheaper in other countries, when 
foreign labor is 45 per cent. cheaper, and when the capital necessary to 
the purchase of such materials and labor is so much cheaper in other 
nations, we cannot hope to compete successfully in such carrying trade. 
Trade regulates itself. The same great law ofdemand and supply per- 
tains to the shipping industry that controls all other industries. 

When the volume of money was contracted by putting it into interest- 
bearing bonds and exempting the bonds from taxation, when money 
paid better in non-taxable bonds and banks, the land was filled with 
millions of unemployed men. When in 1878 Congress remonetized sil- 
ver, stopped the destruction of paper money, and increased the volume 
of money $400,274,983 within two years and ten months from the Ist 
of January, 1879, all industries revived and laboring men were em- 
ployed. In 1880 we built 8,174 miles of new lines of railroads; in 
1881 we built 8,242 miles of new lines of railroads. As money became 
more plenty and interest cheaper we could build railroads, cities, and 
towns, and we could improve our rivers and harbors. When the vel- 
ume of money shall be increased equal to the demands of business, 
when money will pay better in building ships than building railroads 
and establishing banks, then may we expect to compete successfully 
with the cheap money, cheap materials, and cheap labor of other coun- 
tries. 

When wooden vessels were Tres ana! used instead of iron, and we 
had the immense pine forests of Maine to supply cheap materials, we 
could compete successfully with all other nations. Hence until the 
financial crisis of 1857 American ship-building was a success. The 
emancipation of slave labor during the war, the change of materials for 
ship-building from wood to iron, the contraction of the volume of money, 
the greater profits from the investment of money in other enterprises, 





has prevented our successful eompetition with the cheaper materials, 
eheaper labor, and cheaper money of other nations. We may pass this 
bill and remove all the burdens which we propose to remove by this 
bill, we may even donate large subsidies, yet the cheaper money and 
cheaper labor will give the successfal competition to other nations. 

We passed a bill prohibiting Chinese immigration, to protect our la- 
boring classes. It was right todoso. Our civilization, with equality 
of political privileges, with schools and churches, with a reasonable sup- 
ply of food and comforts for the laboring classes, could not be placed in 
competition with the lower civilization of the Chinese Empire. We 
could not afford to degrade the American laborer by such competition. 
Sir, notwithstanding all the patriotic speeches which have been made 
about our commerce in American bottoms, carrying the American flag, 
we can not afford to cheapen the labor of our people, to degrade Amer- 
icans to a level with Chinese coolies, chattel slaves, or the — 
laborers of monarchical governments. Since the war our national policy 
has been changed. A large amount of special legislation in the interest 
of capital invested in bonds, railroads, and national banks has thrown 
capital into other channels. When the Government shall cease to grant 
special privileges to build millionaire monopolies, when it shall assume 
its high perogatives of controling the transportation by just and equita- 
ble laws, and the issuing and controling the money of the country, then 
will trade and commerce be regulated by the law of supply and demand. 

Why should capitalists invest their money in ship-building and for- 
eign commerce in competition with all the cheap money and cheap labor 
of all other nations when they have such special privileges, subsidies, 
and otherinducements offered them for interstate commerce; when they 
can establish their lines of transportation through the rich States of the 
West and South, and make their own freight rates, with but little or 
no competition; when our Government permits them to take such rent 
as they choose from all the farms of the great Western and Southern 
States, and by means of this uncontrolled system of injustice to become 
millionaires within a few years? We can not expect our Goulds and 
Vanderbilts and millionaire bankers to invest their money in competi- 
tion with the cheap labor and cheap money of other nations. 

Mr. CANDLER. I rise to oppose the amendment of the gentleman 
from Maine [Mr. MurcH]. His amendment will defeat entirely the 
purpose which the committee had in view in preparing thissection. It 
is in opposition to the labors of the philanthropists and the friends of 
humanity in this country for twenty-five or thirty years past. 

There is not a seamen’s aid society in this country, there is not a rep- 
resentative of a seamen’s bethel, there is not a board of trade er a con- 
gregation of merchants, who have not expressed themselves in fawor of 
rooting out this pernicious system of advance wages. 

Mr. MURCH. Has the sailor asked this? 

Mr. CANDLER. The sailors have asked it. Every man who came 
before the shipping commission who could properly represent the sailors, 
except the representatives of the sailors’ boarding-houses, 
it was our duty to root out this system of advance 

In my remarks the other day I mentioned that in our committee-room 
were petitions representing ten thousand of the best and most influential 
men in this country in favor of the eleventh section ofthis bill. In 1854, 
in the city of Boston, we called at our exchange the first meeting in favor 
of rooting out this evil. It was presided over by one who had been a 
prominent member of Congress from that State. It was repeated in 
Philadelphia, and John Welsh presided there, a gentleman well known 
to members in this House. 

I hope members will consider well before they at this time destroy all 
the efforts which have finally culminated in the action of this committee 
to save the sailors from the landlords who have corrupted and degraded 
them for the last forty years. Had my amendment been adopted, so 
that a man could allot his pay after it was earned to his wife, his chil- 
dren, or any others dependent upon him, it would in spirit have accom- 
plished all that the gentleman desires to accomplish by his amendment, 
and it should have been adopted. 

Mr. SINGLETON, of Illinois. Is not the question of contract be- 
tween sailors and masters of vessels on shore a queation which belongs 
to the State? 

The SPEAKER. The time for debate upon the pending amendmeat 
has been exhausted. 

Mr. ROBESON. I would like to ask, as a matter of parliamentary 
information, whether or not after this section shall have been com- 
pleted it will be competent to move a substitute for the original section 
with an allotment clause attached to it? 

The SPEAKER. The pending motion is one to strikeout and insert. 
Should that be voted down, the Chair thinks that another motion of the 
same kind would be in order. 

Mr. MURCH. I would like to be heard for one moment. 

The SPEAKER. The time for debate upon the pending amendment 
has been exhausted. 

Mr. MURCH. I ask unanimous consent to make asingle statement. 
I think the labors of the committee have been in the interest of the 
shipping master altogether; charity and manhood has had but very 
little to do with it. 1 notice that there was a large meeting of sailors, 


with others, in Philadelphia the other day protesting against this pro- 





vision. 
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Mr. CANDLER. Who organized that meeting? 
Mr. MURCH. I do not care by whom it was organized, and I can 


not find in the testimony before the committee where one single sailor | 


has testified. 

Many MEMBERS. Vote! vote! 

Mr. WISE, of Virginia. I move that the House now adjourn. 

Mr. PAGE. I hope the gentleman from Virginia will allow the 
gentleman in charge of this bill to manage it. 


CONSULAR AND DIPLOMATIC APPROPRIATION BILL. 


Mr. BURROWS, of Michigan. The gentleman from Virginia [ Mr. 
WISE] withdraws the motion to adjourn, to enable me to ask unani- 
mous consent that the bill (H. R. 6957) making appropriations for the 
consular and diplomatic services of the Government for the fiscal year 
ending June 30, 1884, and for other purposes, returned from the Senate 
with amendments, be taken from the Speaker's table, and that the 
House further insist upon its disagreement to the amendments of the 
Senate to that bill and agree to the conference asked by the Senate on 
the disagreeing votes of the two Houses thereon. 

There was no objection, and it was so ordered. 

The SPEAKER announced as the conferees on the part of the House 
on the disagreeing votes of the two Houses on the bill Mr. Burrows 
of Michigan, Mr. Ropeson of New Jersey, and Mr. Cox of New York. 


MILITARY ACADEMY APPROPRIATION 


Mr. BLACKBURN. 
the Senate for a conference upon the disagreeing votes of the two 
Houses upon the amendments of the Senate to the bill of the House 
No. 7050, making appropriations for the support of the Military Acad- 
emy for the fiscal year ending June 30, 1884, and for other purposes. 

There was no objection, and it was so ordered. 

The SPEAKER announced as the conferees on the part of the House 
upon the disagreeing votes of the two Houses on said bill Mr. BLACK- 
BURN of Kentucky, Mr. RYAN of Kansas, and Mr. BuTTERWORTH of 
Ohio. 


BILL. 


ORDER OF BUSINESS. 

Mr. PAGE. I move that the House now adjeurn. 

The SPEAKER. Before submitting that motion the Chair will sub- 
mit sundry personal requests of members. 

LEAVE OF ABSENCE. 

By unanimous consent, leave of absence was granted as follows: 

To Mr. TALBoTT?, for ten days, on account of sickness. 

To Mr. SPAULDING, an extension for one week, on account of im- 
portant business. 

WITHDRAWAL OF PAPERS. 


By unanimous consent, leave for the withdrawal of papers was granted 
to Mr. ELLIs, in the case of Mrs. Marion Twiggs Myers and others, 
heirs of the late General Twiggs, now before the Committee on War 
Claims. 

ARKANSAS, NEW MEXICO AND PACIFIC RAILROAD. 


Mr. DUNN (by request), by unanimous consent, introduced a bill 
(H. R. 7235) to incerporate the Arkansas, New Mexico and Pacific Rail- 
road Company, and for other purposes; which was read a first and sec- 
ond time, referred tothe Committee on Pacific Railroads, and ordered to 
be printed. 

The motion of Mr. PAGE was then agreed to; and accordingly (at 4 
o'clock and 50 minutes p. m.) the House adjourned. 





PETITIONS, ETC. : 

The following petitions and papers were laid on the Clerk’s desk, 
under the rule, and referred as follows: 

By Mr. ALDRICH: The petition of western distillers and exporters, 
for legislation relating to the exportation of distilled spirits—to the 
Committee on Ways and Means. 

Also, the petition of ship-owners of New York, Boston, Philadelphia, 
Baltimore and Wilmington, for the passage ef the bill submitted by the 
Joint Select Committee on American Ship-building—to the Committee 
on Commerce. 

By Mr. BAYNE: Nine petitions of citizens of the twenty-third Con- 
gressional district of Pennsylvania, and three petitions of citizens of the 
first Congressional district of West Virginia, relating to the duty on tin- 
plates—severally to the Committee on Ways and Means. 

By Mr. BELTZHOOVER: The petitions of citizens of York County, 


Pennsylvania, containing over 600 names, praying for an increase of 


duty on imported tobacco—severally to the same committee. 

Also, the resolutions adopted by the manufacturers, dealers, and work- 
ingmen engaged in the tobacco trade in Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, 
asking for a repeal of the tax on tobacco, &c., and a rebate on all unbrok- 
en packages—to the same committee. 

Also, the petitien of D. W. Eberly and 77 others, of Mechaniesburgh; 
of William Black and others, of Jefferson; and of William L. Shavetts 
and others, of Huntersville, Pennsylvania, for reduction of the duty 
on sugar—severally to the same committee. 

By Mr. BINGHAM: The petition of workingmen, consumers of tin- 
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| plates and sheet-iron, protesting against any increase of duty on same 
| to the same committee. 

By Mr. BRAGG: The petition of H. Brichkeim and 71 others, citi 
; zens of Sheboygan, Wisconsin, for reduction of duty on sugar—to the 
same committee. 

By Mr. CAMP: Eight petitions of citizens of New York, for reduce 
tion of duty on sugar—severally to the same committee. 

Also, the petition of J. H. Harvey and others, for increase of duty on 
imported tohacco—to the same committee. 

By Mr. CAMPBELL: The petition of citizensof Williamsburzh, Penn 
sylvania, for reduction of duty on sugar—to the same committee 

By Mr. CANDLER: The petition of Cyrus Wakefield and others, ot 
Massachusetts, for passage of the bill tor relief of certain settlerson what 
is known as the Ontonagon land grant, in the State of Michigan—to the 
Committee on the Judiciary. 

By Mr. CARPENTER: The petition of W. F. Carleton and 67 others, 
citizens of Spirit Lake, lowa, for reduction of duty on sugar—to th 
Committee on Ways and Means. 

By Mr. CASWELL: The petition of A. M. Doggett and others, and 
of O. W. Brenizer and others, of Wisconsin, for reduction of duty on 
sugar—severally to the same committee. F 

By Mr. COLERICK: The petition of John Mitchell and others, citizens 
of Kendallville. Indiana, asking that all qualified physicians be made 
equal before the law in the Government service—to the Select Commit- 
tee on Reform in the Civil Service. 

Also, the petition of General 8. Schaeter and 59 others, citizens of 
Waterloo, Indiana, for a reduction of duty on sugar 
tee on Ways and Means. 

By Mr. COVINGTON: The petition of Hall, Brother & Co. and others, 
citzens of Worcester County, Maryland, for a reduction of duty on 
sugar—to the same committee. 

By Mr. CRAPO: The petition of John Smith and 145 others, relating 
to the duty on tin and terne plates—to the same committee. 

By Mr. CULLEN: The petition of Bennett & Ryale and 175 others, 
merchants of Ottawa, Joliet, and Peru, Illinois, for a reduction of th« 
duty on sugar—to the same committee. 

By Mr. DAVIDSON: A bill making an appropriation for the im 
provement of Choctawhatchee River, the harbor of Apalachicola, Flor 
ida, of Apalachicola River, of East Bay and Blackwater River, of Es- 
cambia River, and of the harbor of Pensacola, Florida—to the Commit 
tee on Commerce. 

By Mr. G. R. DAVIS: The petition of W.C. Culbrolson and others, 
and of F. B. Stockbridge and others, for passage of the bill granting reliet 
to certain settlers on the Ontonagon land grant, in Michigan—severally 
to the Committee on the Judiciary. 

Also, the petition of W. H. Hannah and others, and of Nelson Even 
den & Co. and others, protesting against any increase of duty on tin 
plates—severally to the Committee on Ways and Means 

By Mr. DE MOTTE: The petition of John W. Wood and 77 others, 
citizens of Valparaiso, Indiana, for reduction of duty on sugar—to the 
same committee. 

By Mr. DEUSTER: The petition of Henry Kroeger and 70 others, 
and of Roundy, Peckham & Co. and 10 others, of Milwaukee, Wisconsin, 
for reduction of duty on sugar—to the same committee. 

By Mr. DINGLEY: The petition of James Dempsey and 75 others, cit 
izens of Lewiston, Maine, for reduction of duty on sugar—to the same 
committee. 

By Mr. DOWD: The petition of Paul B. Means and others, for es- 
tablishment of a post-route in North Carolina—to the Committee on 
the Post-Office and Post- Roads. 

By Mr. FORD: The petition of citizens of Burlington Junction and 
Fairtax, State of Missouri, for a reduction of duty on sugar—to the Com 
mittee on Ways and Means. 

3y Mr. HITT: The petition of J. A. McCune and 76 others, of Ster 
ling, Illinois, for reduction of duty on sugar—to the same committee. 

By Mr. HOGE: The petition of William H. Graham and 32 others, 
citizens of Grafton, West Virginia, for reduction of duty on: sugar—to 
the same committee. 

By Mr. HUMPHREY: The petition of Henry Bichman and 39 others, 
of Fountain City, Wisconsin, for reduction of duty on sugar—to the 
same committee. 

By Mr. HUTCHINS: The petition of citizens of Westchester County, 
New York, for reduction of duty on sugar—to the same committee. 

By Mr. P. JONES: The petition of citizens of New Jersey relative 
to the duty on tin-plates—to the same committee. 

By Mr. KETCHAM: The petition of Ormsbee & Brothers and 57 
others, of Matteawan, and of James H. Thompson and 75 others, of Pat 
terson, New York, for reduction of duty on sugar—severally to the 
same committee. 

By Mr. LACEY: The petition of William Wintersteen and 45 others, 
citizens of Homer, and of C. M. Ambrose and 29 others, citizens of Ver 
montville, Michigan, for reduction of duty on sugar—severally to the 
same committee. 

Also, the petition of Patrick Casey and 36 others, of Jackson, and of 
William Murdy and 165 others, of Jackson, Michigan, for a duty of *2! 
cents per pound on tin-plates—severally to the same committee. 


| a 
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Also, the petition of M. H. Kern and others, and of B. M. Colwell 
and others, for passage of the bill granting relief to certain settlers on the 
land grant known as Ontonagon, in the State of Michigan—severally to 
the Committee on the Judiciary. 

By Mr. McCLURE: The petition of citizens of Burbank, Ohio, for 
reduction of duty on sugar—to the Committee on Ways and Means. 

By Mr. 8. M. MCLANE: The petition of John C. Matthews and 162 
others, protesting against an increase of duty on tin-plates—to the same 
committee. 

By Mr. MILLER: The petition of D. 8S. Jones and 101 others, of West 
Middlesex, and of Thomas Perry and 29 others, of Wheatland, Pennsy]- 
vania, for increase of duty on tin-plates—severally to the same com- 
mittee. 

Also, papers relating to claim of Mary W. Douthett—to the Committee 
on Claims. 

By Mr. MUTCHLER: The petition of A. R. Gronerand others, relat- 
ing to the duty on tin-plates—to the Committee on Ways and Means. 

By Mr. NEAL: The petition of Charles Sisford and 51 others, citizens 
of Ohio, for reduction of duty on sugar—to the same committee. 

By Mr. NOLAN: The petition of George Stevenson, jr., and others, 
of Knowersville; of Charles C. Bullock and others, of Albany, and of 
P. W. Waggoner and others, of Guilderland Centre, New York, for 
reduction of duty on sugar—severally to the same committee. 

By Mr. PEIRCE: The petition of James Collett, of Indiana, for pas- 
sage of the bill to grant relief to certain settlers within the limits of the 
so-called Ontonagan land grant in Michigan—to the Committee on the 
Judiciary. 

Also, the petition of James J. Morrison and 39 others, and of Thomas 
E. Lewis and 37 others, citizens of the cighth Congressional district of 
Indiana, praying that the mode of imposing the duty on imported tin- 
plates be changed—to the Committee on Ways and Means. 

Also, the petition of J. N. Larrick and 79 others, of Darlington, In- 
diana, for reduction of duty on sugar—to the same committee. 

By Mr. RICH: The petition of 76 citizens of Mount Clemens, and of 
61 citizens of Marlette, Michigan, for reduction of the duty on sugar— 
severally to the same committee. 

By Mr. RYAN: The petition of citizens of Kansas, relating to the 
duty on tin-plates—to the same committee. 

By Mr. SCRANTON: The petition of J. Gardner Sanderson concern- 
ing duty on Portland cement—to the same committee. 

By Mr. SHALLENBERGER: The petition of R. E. King & Co. and 
others, of Industry, Beaver County, Pennsylvania, for reduction of duty 
on sugar—to the same committee. 

By Mr. SHERWIN: The petition of citizens of Aurora, Illinois, for 
a reduction of duty on sugar—to the same committee. 

By Mr. SKINNER: The petition of 68 citizens of Theresa, Jeffer- 
son County, New York, for reduction of duty on sngar—to the same 
committee. 

By Mr. A. H. SMITH: The petition of 21 citizens of Lancaster 
County, Pennsylvania, for increase of duty on Sumatra tobacco—to the 
same committee, 

Also, the petition of 75 citizens of Lancaster County, Pennsylvania, 
for repeal of tax on tobacco—to the same committee. 

By Mr. SPARKS: The petition of Amos Watts, P. E. Hosmer, and 
108 others, citizens of Nashville, Washington County, Illinois, protesting 
against the passage of a bankrupt law—to the Committee on the Judi- 
eiary. 4 

Also, the petition of James Buchanan and 78 others, citizens of 
Brownstown, Illinois, for reduction of duty on sugar—to the Com- 
mittee on Ways and Means. 

By Mr. STRAIT: The petition of S. P. Flake and 37 others, of Farm- 
ington; of John Preiss and 78 others, of Glencoe; and of Henry Ander- 
son and 51 others, of Montivideo, Minnesota, for reduction of duty on 
we To Ty to the same committee. 

y Mr. TALBOTT: Six petitions of citizens of Maryland, for reduc- 
tion of duty on sugar—severally to the same committee. 

Also, the petition of Hopper & Bro. and 200 others, citizens of Harford 
County, Maryland, protesting against increase of duty on tin-plates— 
to the same committee. 

By Mr. TAYLOR: The petition of C. Westlake & Co. and others, of 
R. McCready, of James J. Davis and others, and of Noah Morgan and 
others, of Ohio, relating to the tariff—to the same committee. 

Also, the petition of H. C. Henry and 278 others, for reduction of 
duty on sugar—to the same committee. 

Also, the petition of Locke Hughes, 8. W. Warner, and others, con- 
sumers of tin-plate and sheet-iron, protesting against increasing present 
duties on raw material for the same—to the same committee. 

By Mr. VAN VOORHIS: The petition of Isaac T. Merritt and 109 
others, citizens of Albion, New York, for reduction of duty on sugar— 
to the same committee. 

By Mr. WALKER: The petition of citizensof Reno City and Eldred- 
— Pennsylvania, for reduction of duty on sugar—to the same com- 
mittee. 

By Mr. WARD: The petition of citizens of Unionville, Chester County, 


and of Downingtown, Pennsylvania, for reduction of duty on sugar—sev- 
erally to the same committee. 





By Mr. WARNER: The petition of Lewis W. Morgan, for relief—to 
the Committee on War Claims. 

Also, the petition of citizens of the fifth Congressional district of Ten- 
nessee, relative to the duty on tin-plates—to the Committee on Ways 
and Means. 

By Mr. WEBBER: Twelve petitions of citizens of Michigan, praying 
for the passage of the bill H. R. 6235, to grant relief to certain settlers 
within the limits of the so-called Ontonagon land grant, in Michigan— 
severally to the Committee on the Judiciary. 

By Mr. C. G. WILLLAMS: The petition of William H. Williams and 
53 others, of Racine, Wisconsin, for reduction of duty on sugar—to the 
Committee on Ways and Means. 

By Mr. YOUNG: Memorial of Cigar-makers’ Union, No. 30, of Cin- 
cinnati, Ohio, protesting against reduction of tariff on imported cigars— 
to the same committee. 


SENATE, 
WEDNESDAY, January 10, 1885. 


Prayer by the Chaplain, Rev. J. J. BULLock, D. D. 
The Journal of yesterday’s proceedings was read and approved. 
EXECUTIVE COMMUNICATION. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore laid before the Senate a communica- 
tion from the Secretary of War, reporting, in compliance with the pro- 
visions of the sundry civil appropriation act of August 7, 1882, the 
condition of the libraries of that Department and its bureaus, and fa- 
voring certain appropriations therefor; which was referred to the Cora- 
mittee on Appropriations, and ordered to be printed. 

PETITIONS AND MEMORIALS. 

Mr. LAPHAM. Ihave acommunication from the Board of Trade and 
Transportation of New York showing that the remonstrance against the 
passage of a bankrupt bill which was placed in my hands a week or ten 
days since and which I presented to the Senate is one which was pre- 
pared a year ago or more, long prior to the petition which I had the 
honor to present to the Senate in favor of the Lowell bill. The com- 
munication states that a large number of those who signed the remon- 
strance at that time have now petitioned for the passage of the Lowell 
bill, and it is accompanied with letters of two firms certifying to that 
fact. Although they signed the remonstrance against the bankruptcy 
bill as it existed formerly, they are now in favor of the adoption of the 
Lowell bill. I ask that this communication, with the accompanying 
letters, be referred to the Judiciary Committee, that the matter may be 
brought to the attention of the member of that committee having charge 
of the subject. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The communication should lie on 
the table, as the bill upon the subject has been reported. 

Mr. LAPHAM. Very well. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. It will lie on the table. 

Mr. LAPHAM presented the petition of citizens of Chenango County, 
New York, praying for the passage of the bill granting a pension of $40 
a month to soldiers and sailors who have lost a limb in the service; 
which was referred to the Committee on Pensions. 

Mr. PLATT. In connection with the presentation of the last peti- 
tion, I ought perhaps to say that the Senate Committee on Pensions in- 
tended to have disposed of that matter at the last session of the com- 
mittee, which was yesterday, but the chairman of the committee [Mr. 
MITCHELL] has been called home by the illness of his children, and on 
that account it was impossible to finish its consideration. 

Mr. SEWELL presented a petition of the New Jersey Temperance 
Alliance, officially signed, praying for the prohibition of the manufact- 
ure and sale of all alcoholic beverages in the District of Columbia; 
which was referred to the Committee on the District of Columbia. 

He also presented a petition of the Grand Temple of Honor and Tem- 

rance of New Jersey, officially signed, representing over 200 mem- 

praying for an amendment of the Constitution of the United States 
to prohibit the manufacture and sale of all alcoholic beverages through- 
out the national domain; which was referred to the Committee on Edu- 
cation and Labor. 

Mr. BUTLER presented the petition of Professor E. Cooke and the 
faculty of the Claflin University, of Orangeburgh, South Carolina, pray- 
ing for national aid to education; which was ordered to lie on the table. 

Mr. PENDLETON. I present the petition of J. P. Wintermute, 
grand worthy patriarch, and E. J. Morris, grand scribe Grand Division 
Sons of Temperance of the State of Ohio, claiming to speak for ninety 
divisions and 3,500 members of that order, praying for the prohibition 
of the manufacture and sale of all alcoholic beverages in the District of 
Columbia. At their request I move its reference to the Committee on 
the District of Columbia. 

The motion was to. 

Mr. COCKRELL. Iam requested by Mr. A. M. Powell, of Wash- 
ington city, under date of January 10, 1883, to present to the Senate 
the petition of Welli nm Wright, H. M. Jameson, and other citizens 
of the State of Missouri, praying for the prohibition of the manufacture 
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and sale of all alcoholic beverages in the Districtof Columbia. I move 
that it be referred to the Committee on the District of Columbia. 

The motion was agreed to. = 

Mr. HAWLEY. I present a precisely similar petition of the Tem- 
plars of Honor and Temperance of Connecticut, officially signed, pray- 
ing for the prohibition of the manufacture and sale of all alcoholic bev- 

in the District of Columbia. I move its reference to the Com- 
mittee on the District of Columbia. 

The motion was agreed to. ’ 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The Chair presents a similar petition 
of Elijah Mendenhall and others, citizens of Ohio, which will have a 
similar reference. 

Mr. VEST presented a petition of Mills Creek Grange, No. 1926, Ralls 
County, praying for the establishment of a Department of Agriculture; 
which was ordered to lie on the table. 

Mr. INGALLS presented a petition of stone-cutters employed on the 
Washington Monument, praying for compensation during the time 
occupied in the obsequies of the late President Gartield; which was 
referred to the Committee on Appropriations. 

Mr. CHILCOTT presented a petition of the Grand Lodge of Good 
Templars of Colorado, officially signed, representing 1,593 members, 
praying for an amendment to the Constitution of the United States to 
prohibit the manufacture and sale of all alcoholic beverages through- 
out the national domain; which was referred to the Committee on Edu- 
cation and Labor. 

Mr. BLAIR presented a petition of the Independent Order of Good 
Templars of Oregon, officially signed, praying for the prohibition of the 
manufacture and sale of all alcoholic beverages in the District of Colum- 
bia; which was referred to the Committee on the District of Columbia. 

Mr. MORRILL presented a petition of the Woman’s Christian Tem- 
perance Union of Vermont, officially signed, praying for the prohibition 
of the manufacture and sale of all alcoholic beverages in the District 
of Columbia; which was referred to the Committee on the District of 
Columbia. 

Mr. LOGAN presented a petition of citizens of Sacramento, Cali- 
fornia; a petition of Olney Post, No. 92, Department of Illinois, Grand 
Army of the Republic; a petition of citizens of Lawrence County, Illi- 
nois; a petition of citizens of Moultrie County, Illinois, praying for the 

of a bill to increase the pensions of one-armed and one-legged 
soldiers and sailors; which were referred to the Committee on Pensions. 

He also presented a memorial of the Board of Trade of Chicago, favor- 
ing an appropriation for the construction of the Hennepin Canal; which 
was referred to the Committee on Commerce. 

He also presented a petition of the Chicago Trade and Labor Assem- 
bly, praying for immediate settlement of the tax question for the reason 
that the unsettled condition of the tobacco market has thrown many 
workmen out of employment; which was ordered to lie on the table. 

Mr. SHERMAN presented a petition of the Sons of Temperance of 
Ohio, praying for the prohibition of the manufacture and sale of all 
alcoholic beverages in the District of Columbia; which was referred to 
the Committee on the District of Columbia. 

Mr. MILLER, of New York, presented the petition of Marcus Hend- 
rick and others, citizens of Delaware County, New York, praying for the 
prohibition of the manufacture and sale of all alcoholic beverages in the 
District of Columbia; which was referred to the Committee on the Dis- 
trict of Columbia. 

Mr. DAWES presented a petition of the Massachusetts Temperance 
Alliance, Rev. A. A. Miner, president, Charles A. Hovey, secretary, 
praying for the prohibition of the manufacture and sale of all alcoholic 

verages in the District of Columbia; which was referred to the Com- 
mittee on the District of Columbia. 


REPORTS OF COMMITTEES. 


Mr. BARROW. The Committee on Claims have had under considera- 
tion the petition of Collin Adams praying payment of the proceeds of the 
sale of certain cotton seized by the Army of the United States, and have 
instructed me to report the same back adversely. Iask that it be placed 
on the Calendar. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. 
placed on the Calendar. 

Mr. GARLAND. Let the motion to discharge the committee go on 
the Calendar. That will accomplish the object the Senator has in view. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The Calendar is kept for resolutions 
and bills. To go onthe Calendar the report must be put in the form of 
& resolution. 

. Mr. GARLAND. Is not the motion to discharge in the nature of a 
resolution? 


The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The Senator had better withdraw the 


— and hereafter report a resolution to go on the Calendar. 
r. BARROW. It was out of courtesy to the Senator from Tennes- 


pony ane Harris], who is absent, that I asked to have the case placed 
on Calendar 


The PRESIDENT pro tempore. ‘The Senator can withdraw the report 
and afterward present a resolution from the committee in regard to the 


Mr. BARROW. Very well; I withdraw the report. 
XIV——66 


A petition or memorial can not be 
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The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The report is withdrawn. 

Mr. BARROW, from the Committee on Claims, to whom was referred 
the bill (S. 2206) for the relief of Charles L. Dahler, submitted an ad 
verse report thereon, which was ordered to be printed; and the bill was 
postponed indefinitely. 

He also, from the same committee, to whom was referred the bill (S 
1225) for the relief of B. B. Conor, of Louisville, Kentucky, submitted 
an adverse report thereon, which was ordered to be printed; and the 
bill was postponed indefinitely. 

Mr. BARROW. I am instructed by the Committee on Claims, to 
whom was referred the bill (S. 1626) for the reliet’ of Charles Murphy, 
to report it adversely. I ask that it be placed on the Calendar. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The bill will be placed on the Calen 
dar with the adverse report of the committee. 

Mr. CAMERON, of Wisconsin, from the Committee on Claims, to 
whom was referred the bill (S. 2261) for the relief of Ludwig Kramer, 
asked to be discharged from its further consideration, and that it be 
referred to the Committee on Indian Affairs: which was agreed to. 

BILLS INTRODUCED 

Mr. BLATR asked and, by unanimous consent, obtained leave to in- 
troduce a bill (S. 2341) to prohibit the manufacture, importation, and 
sale of intoxicating liquors as a beverage in the Dist: 
which was read twice by its title. 

Mr. BLAIR. I have not examined the specitic provisions of the bill, 
although I would be in favor of one making the provision specified. I 
introduce the bill by request of the National Temperance Society; and 
I move that it be referred to the Committee on the District of Columbia. 

The motion was agreed to. 

Mr. WILLIAMS asked and, by unanimous consent, obtained leave to 
introduce a bill (S. 2342) granting a pension to Minerva Smith; which 
was read twice by its title, and referred to the Committee on Pensions. 

THE FISHERIES TREATY. 

Mr. FRYE asked and, by unanimous consent, obtained leave to in 
troduce a joint resolution (S. R. 123) providing for the termination of 
articles Nos. 18 to 25, inclusive, and article 30 of the treaty between 
the United States of America and her Britannic Majesty concluded at 
Washington, May &, 1871; which was read twice by its title. 

Mr. FRYE. Me. President, as I am exceedingly anxious that this 
joint resolution shall not be pigeon-holed in committee I desire to call 
the attention of the Committee on Foreign Relations to the subject. As 
the chairman of the committee is absent I would like the attention of 
the Senator from Alabama [| Mr. MORGAN] as a member of the Com 
mittee on Foreign Relations. I have presented a joint resolution to 
give notice of the abrogation of certain articles of the treaty of 1871 
with Great Britain, and Lam very anxious that it shall receive imme- 
diate and careful attention on the part of the Committee on Foreign 
Relations. 

Mr. MORGAN. That is the fisheries treaty ? 

Mr. FRYE. Yes, sir. Article 18 of that treaty provides that we 
may have the liberty to fish within certain Canadian waters named. 
Article 19 provides that they may have the liberty to fish in our waters 
north ofthe thirty-ninth parallel. Anotherarticle provides that whereas 
her Britannic Majesty thinks that the privileges granted to us worth a 
great deal more than the privileges granted to them, therefore payment 
shall be made for the excess of value between the privileges, and pro 
vides for an arbitration. Arbitration was had, and by gross mismanage 
ment on the part of our Government and by skillful diplomacy on the 
part of the Canadian authorities they recovered $5,500,000, which ws 
paid. 

In view of the fact that for a hundred years almost we have refused 
to pay our own citizens for spoliations by the French; in view of the 
fact that Ben Holladay, for instance, for fifteen years has been dancing 
in attendance on Congress to recover a just claim, in ny opinion, of three 
or four or five hundred thousand dollars; in view of thousands of like 
cases that wasa most munificent gilt tothe Dominionof Canada, because 
every single cent of it was a gift; the privilege which they granted to 
us was not worth so much to tis by 100 per cent. or 500 per cent. as the 
privilege which we granted to them. 

For instance, take 1881: we caught in 1281, asis shown by the reportof 
the Boston fish bureau, in the Gulfof Saint Lawrence, and under the privi 
lege granted to usinarticle 14, 490 barrels of mackerel—no other fish, not 
a halibut—only 490 barrels of mackerel; and under the privileges we 
granted to them in return, to fish inour waters above the thirty-ninth 
parallel, they and we caught 391,189 barrels of mackerel. Where we 
took one barrel of mackerel in their waters under article 18, they took 
one hundred barrels of mackerel in our waters. 

What other privileges didthey give us? The privilege toget bait for 
mackerel fishingin the Canadian waters. Whatisthat worth? Webuy 
our bait there and pay for it, every dollar that it is worth, and just as 
much as we were obliged to pay before; so that really all that we get is 
the privilege to fish there. That privilege isnot worth one cent a year; 
it is not worth anything, I mean to say; and their privilege to fish in 
our waters is of immense value to them; and yet we paid $5,500,000 
Well, we can not get that back. 

3ut what more? Under article 21 of the same treaty again, in return 


ct of Columbia; 
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for this valueless privilege which they accorded to us under article 18, 
we agreed to allow them to export into the United States during the 
whole term of this treaty free of duty all of their fish caught in their 
water orours. In 1881, in the Boston and Gloucester collection districts 
alone, the remission of duty to the Canadians under article 21 of this 
treaty was a little over $300,000. We took four hundred and seventy- 
nine barrels of mackerel in their water, for which we paid five million 
and a half, and in 1881, in two collection districts alone, $300,090 
more. 

That that treaty should be terminated at the earliest possible moment, 
without the loss of a single hour, must be entirely clear to every Senator. 
When can it be done? And to that I wish to call the attention of 
Senators. 

By article 33 the foregoing articles, 18 to 25, inclusive, and article 30— 
@hose are the articles which relate to these privileges between us and 
the Dominion of Canada—may be terminated afterthe end of ten years 
and two years more of the continuance of the notice. The article pro- 
vides that the notice can be given at the end of ten years, and that the 
treaty shall then continue two years, and shall continue indefinitely 
unless the notice is given. 

The treaty was made, to be sure, in 1871; but proclamation of the 
treaty was made some time later, and a protocol touching articles 18 to 
25, inclusive, and article 30 was added on the 7th Cay of June, 1873. 
The provision of the aay was that after that protocol it should take 
effect on the Ist day of July next; so that the treaty took effect, so far 
as these articles were concerned, July 1, 1873, and, as I understand the 
terms of the treaty, the ten years would not expire until July, 1883. 
I am not certain under the terms of the treaty that we can even give 
notice of its termination until the ten years are absolutely concluded. 
The Senator from Alabama, on looking at the protocol on page 372 of 
the Book of Treaties, will see the language. It is somewhat peculiar: 

Each of the high contracting being at liberty to give such notice to the 
other at the ond of the said period of ten years— 

It does not say they shall not give notice before, but it goes on— 
orpat any time afterward. 


The implication is that you can not give notice at any time before; 
but can not the Congress of the United States, which will not be in ses- 
sion in July, 1883, make a provision of law by whieh the President on 
the 2d day of July, 1883, shall be required to give this notice, which 
shall terminate forever this iniquitous treaty between us and them touch- 
ing these fishing privileges? 

Mr. MORGAN. I did not hear the motion or resolution that the hon- 
orable Senator introduced. Is it a joint resolution, or is it a bill? 

Mr. FRYE. I introduced a joint resolution, drawn without any spe- 
cial care and without any special reference to this article of the treaty. 
I did it simply to bring the matter now before we adjourn (because it 
requires early action if the treaty is te be terminated in July) to the 
notice of the Senators on the Committee on Foreign Relations, and I ask 
them to examine and themselves report such legislation as in their judg- 
ment will enable us on the 2d day of July, 1883, to give this notice 
which is required; and even then we will have to submit to this treaty 
for two years longer. 

Mr. MORGAN. I hope the Senator will put his motion in such 
shape as that the Committee on Foreign Relations can take real and 
substantial jurisdiction of thesubject. It would probably not be worth 
while,-or at least it would be a little presumptuous in us, merely to 
advise the President in advance of the termination of the treaty of the 
opinion of the Senate, or even of the opinion of the two Houses, that it 
should be terminated. While I have no doubt that would be influen- 
tial, we are to presumo nevertheless that the Executive will do his duty 
for the people of the country. I have not any doubt at all, under the 
decisions of our Supreme Court, of our power to abrogate the treaty. 
Of course that is a harsh measure. Neither have I any doubt that by 
law we can require the President to give the notice under that treaty in 
accordance with its terms, and terminate the treaty in two years. 


Mr. FRYE. If the Senator will allow me, that seems to me is the 
better way to do. 
Mr. MORGAN. 


Then I ask the Senator to put his motion in such 
form as to give the committee substantial jurisdiction of the subject, or 
by the order of the Senate, so that we shall not be left in doubt as to 
how far the Senate intends we shall go in ing back a measure. 

‘Mr. FRYE. I will do that with pleasure at a subsequent day. I 
will have the resolution which I have now presented referred to the 
Committee on Foreign Rela’ 


tions. 
The joint resolution was referred to the Committee on Foreign Rela- 


AMENDMENTS TO BILZS. 


Mr. MAHONE submitted an amendment intended to be proposed b 
him to the bill (H. R. 5538) to reduce internal-revenue taxation ; whi 
was ordered to lie on the table and he printed. 

Mr. SEWELL submitted an amendment intended to be proposed by 
him to the bill (H. R. 7077) making for the support of 
the Army for the fiscal year ending June 30, 1884, and for other purposes; 
ee eT 





MESSAGE FROM THE HOUSE. 

A message from the House of Representatives, by Mr. MCPHERSON, 
its Clerk, announced that the House insisted on its disagreement $0 the 
amendments of the Senate to the bill (H. R. 6957) making appropria- 
tions for the consular and diplomatic services of the Government for the 
fiscal year ending June 30, 1884, and for other agreed to the 
conference asked by the Senate on the disagreeing votes of the two Houses 
thereon, and had appointed Mr. J. C. Burrows of Michigan, Mr. G. 
M. RoBEsON of New Jersey, and Mr. 8. 8. Cox of New York, the con- 
ferees on the part of the House. 

The message also announced that the House insisted on its pee 
ment to the amendments of the Senate to the bill (H. R. 7050) ing 
appropriations for the support of the Military Academy for the fiscal 
year ending June 30, 1884, and for other p to the con- 
ference asked by the Senate on the di ing votes of the two Houses 
thereon, and had appointed Mr. J. C. 8. BLACKBURN of Kentucky, Mr. 
THOMAS RYAN of Kansas, and Mr. BENJAMIN BUTTERWORTH of Ohio, 
conferees on the part of the House. 

The message further announced that the House had passed the bilt 
(S. 2150) to provide for extra work in the Government Printing Office 
in cases of emergency. 

The message also announced that the House had agreed to some and 

i to other amendments of the Senate to the following bills: 

A bill (H. R. 6900) making appropriations for the current and con- 
tingent expenses of the Indian Department, and for fulfilling treaty 
stipulations with various Indian tribes, for the year ending June 30, 
1884, and for other purposes; and 

A bill (H. R. 7052) making appropriations for the Agricultural De- 
partment of the Government for the fiscal year ending June 30, 1884, 
and for other purposes, 

PRESIDENTIAL DISABILITY. 
Mr. INGALLS. I ask for the adoption of the following resolution: 


Resolved, That the Committee on the Judiciary be directed to inquire what 
kgislation, if any, is necessary to ascertain and determine when the powers and 
duties of the Presidential office shall devolve upon the Vice-President in case of 


the ipability of the President to disc same, and in what manner the re- 
moval of d lity may be ascertai under the Constitution; and to report 
hereon by bill or otherwise. 


Mr. GARLAND. Let that lie over, Mr. President. 
The PRESIDENT protempore. The resolution wifi lie over. 
STATE NATIONAL BANK OF BOSTON. 

Mr. HOAR. The Senator from Arkansas [Mr. GARLAND] day be- 
fore yesterday reported the bill (H. R. 700) for the relief of the State 
National Bank of Boston, Massachusetts, adversely from the Judiciary 
Committee. My attention was called away at the moment and the bill 
was postponed indefinitely. The Senator intended to call my attention 
to it, but he saw I was called away. I desire to have the bill placed 
upon the Calendar. 

Mr. GARLAND. The proper course is by unanimous consent to re- 
consider the vote by which the bill was indefinitely postponed, and then 
let it go on the Calendar. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. 
objection. 

Mr. GARLAND. I have none. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempere. The vote will be regarded as recon- 
sidered, and the bill will be placed on the Calendar. 

HOUSE BILLS ON CALENDAR. 

The PRESIDENT protempore. The morning business is over. The 
Calendar is now in order. 

Mr. COCKRELL. Mr. President, there are quite a number of bills 
upon the Senate Calendar which have passed the House of Representa- 
tives, have come to the Senate, been referred to the committees of the 

reported favorably, many of them withoutamendment. I would 
suggest that it would greatly expedite the business of the Senate and 
relieve Senators if we should this morning take up the Calendar of un- 
objected House bills and act upon them instead of calling the regular 
Calendar. I make that motion, that we go on in that way until we get 
through with the House bills. 
The PRESIDENT pro tempore. Isthereobjection? The Chairhears 
none, and the House bills will be called in their order. 

P. F. LONERGAN, 


The bill Bs R. 4704) for the relief of P. F. Lonergan was consid- 
ered as in Committee of the Whole. It is a direction to the Secretary 
of the Treasury to investigate the claim of P. F. Lonergan, of Pike 


County, Missouri, for $646.48, being the amount of income tax alleged 
to have been unlawfully collected of him on his a 
tion as sheriff and collector of the county of Pike, ri; and in 
case the Secretary shall be satisfied that such claim, or any part thereof, 
was unlawfully collected, he shall refund the same to Lonergan, or his 
representatives. 

Mr. INGALLS. If ame fe a pipet 6 3 be wea, 

The Acting Secretary read the following report, submitted by Mr. 
Harxgs May 12, 1882: 


The Committee on Finance, to whom was referred the bill (H. R. 4704) for the 
relief of P. F. Lonergan, have had the eame under consideration, and after ex- 


As usual that is done, if there be ne 
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amination adopt the following report of the House Committee on Ways and 
The facts find to be that during the years 1867, 1868, and 1869 the claimant, 
wen the sheriff onde S necer of the revenue for the count; of 
of Missouri; that for the years aforesaid there was assessed 
against him by the United States assessor for the fourth distriet of Missouri an 
income tax derived solely from the emoluments of said offices of sheriff and col- 
lector, as follows: 
For the year 1869. 


Making in the aggregat 
which several amounts so assessed the claimant was compelled to and did pay 
to the collector of said fourth district. 
“It is admitted by the Internal Revenue Commissioner that, the facts above 
established the taxes above assessed were, under the decisions of the Su- 
preme Court (Buffington ts. Day, 11 Wall., 113; Same vs. John Ritchie), illegally 
assessed, and that, under nietiows i 
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" u e Y law, if application had been made to refund 
the amount on or before June 6, same would have been refunded to 
elaimant, because of his for taxes on his income as a State official. 


seems to be no evidence on file in eh pangs Department that claimant 
ae a a = me A egal peneinaent — the 
bed; states e make application in time, 
ES Conmmiacioner Pleasanton replied to this application that sheriffs or 
collectors were not State officers, and on this ground did not consider his claim ; 
but the letter of the commissioner he was not able to find. Hence this applica- 
ton to And your committee are of opinion that he ought to be re- 
paid the amount thus illegally collected, and therefore rec: 
of the bill.”’ 
The bill was reported to the Senate without amendment, ordered to 
a third reading, read the third time, and passed. 
TAXES ON BANKERS AND BROKERS. 


The joint resolution (H. Res. 190) to refer certain claims to the Court 
of Claims was considered as in Committee of the Whole. The resolu- 
tion proposes to refer to the Court of Claims, under the provisions of 
section 1059 of the Revised Statutes, the same as though not barred by the 
statute of limitations, the claims arising within the former thirty-second 
internal-revenue district of New York prior to June 6, 1872, of those 
persons, members of the stock exchange of that city, from whom moneys 
were illegally collected, as substantially shown by the decision of the 
Supreme Court in the cases of Bailey vs. Clark, Dodge, and others (re- 

in 21 Wallace, 286),:where such claimants have not heretofore 
repaid such moneys. 

Mr. CONGER. Why are the other bills passed over? Why jump 
from Order of Business 683 to Order of Business 708 ? 

The PRESIDENT protempore. It isan arrangement to call up House 
bills and none other this morning. When that order is completed the 
Senate will go back to the Calendar regularly. 

Mr. SHERMAN. Read the report. 

Mr. CONGER. I want to inquire whether there is any specification 
of aims in the bill? I heard none. 

Mr. LAPHAM. Perhaps a brief statemen¢ from me will satisfy the 
Senator—— 

Mr. SHERMAN. We had better have the report read. 

Mr. LAPHAM. I can state the facts in much less time than the 
reading of the report will require. 

Mr. CAMERON, of Wisconsin. The report is very brief, made by 


the Senator from Tennessee [Mr. Jackson] from the Committee on 
Claims. 


Mr. JACKSON. 
be read. 





ithe 


The report will explain the whole case. Let that 


The Acting Secretary read the following report, submitted by Mr. 
JACKSON May 17, 1882: 


The Committee on Claims, to whom was referred the joint resolution (H. Res. 
190) to refer certain claims to the Court of Claims, respectfully report as follows: 
our committee have considered the subject-matter of this resolution, and find 
the facts as they appear from the evidence to be clearly set forth in the reportof 
the House Committee on s made at this session of Congress, from which 
rt the — is an extract: 
‘In the years 1869, 1870, 1871, and a part of 1872, certain taxes were imposed and 
collected by the collector of internal revenue in the thirty-second collection dis- 
trictof New York uponsums of borrowed money claimed to be the capital of cer- 
tain bankers and brokers transacting business in said district, which taxes were 
ed at the time to be illegal, and were paid under protest. Said collection 
ct is believed to be the only district in the United States in which such rule 

of taxation was ad 
“A committee frcm the New York Stock Exchange was therefore appointed to 
represent such members of that body as were thus taxed in the said district ille- 
gally, as they believed, and to take such steps as were necessary to secure the legal 
rights of the parties and to recover, if pract cable, the sums which they were from 


time to time compelled to pay. The said committee thereupon conferred with 
the attorney for the Uni in reference thereto. At this conference the 
bs district attorney advised them that it would be useless for all the complain- 


ts to bring suits for the recovery of said taxes; that one suit, asa test case, 
would settle the whole principle; that ajl claims for taxes of this character al- 
leged to have been illegally collected would abide the results of such test case; 
that if any of said parties were repaid their money all would be; and that a great 
number of suits would only make needless expense for both sides without any 
advantage to cither. 

“Aeting upon this advice, a number of the parties in interest—among themthe 

aller tax-payers, who could not well afford the expense of unnecessary litiga- 
ion—did not bring their suits, and took no further steps to prosecute their indi- 
vidual claims pending the decision of the test case agreed upon. Inso doing t hey 
relied upon what they supposed to be a reasonable and valid arrangement as 
much In the interest of the Government as in their own interest. 

“Two test cases were accordingly instituted and carried through the circuit 
eourt and to the Supreme Court of the United States. These were the cases of 
Bailey, collector, vs. Clark, Dodge, and others, reported in 21 Wall. (83 U. 8.) Re- 
[ore bege s36. The Supreme Court, at the October term, 1974, finally decided 

favor of the plaintiffs and against the legality of the taxes complained of. 
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“In the mean time, however, June 6, 1872, a had passed an act (17 Stat., 
257) containing a provision that all claims for refund of taxes collected prior to 
that date must be presented within one year; so that before the decision of the 
Supreme Court was made the claims of all those persons who had relied upon 
the arrangement with the district attorney were technically cut off from consid- 
eration, and the claimants from any means of redress. 

“The parties thus unwittingly involved in difficulty have since then repeat- 
edly petitioned Congress for relief; and the Judiciary Committees of the House 
in both the Forty-fifth and Forty-sixth Congresses have on two occasions unan- 
imously reported in favor ofa bill directing the Treasury Department to refund 
all taxes of this description on application of the proper claimants; but in each 
instance the bill went upon the Calendar and was never reached. 

“In view of the somewhat exceptional circumstances of the case this commit- 
tee are also satisfied that the petitioners and the parties in question are entitled 
to some relief. It is true that any agreement or assurance by the district attor- 
ney could neither enlarge nor abridge the legal rights of any of these parties ; nor 
do the committee understand the petitioners to assume that it did. But the 
claimants do allege that the Government can not equitably insist on inflicting 
further hardship upon them for the offense of reposing too great confidence in 
such an agreement, They point out the fact that the Government has not suf- 
fered in any way, but has rather profited by the circumstance; that the proposals 
of the attorney for the United States had reference to the interests of the United 
States not less than to those of these parties; and that the arrangement made 
was strictly in the line of the policy of the law, which, so far as practicable, dis- 
courages needless litigation. These suggestions are not without force, and seem 
to have been regarded as conclusive by the Judiciary Committee. 

*“ Your committee, however, are of opinion that the proposed measures of re- 
lief heretofore reported have been perhaps broader than the necessities of the 
case demand. They also consider that in determining the facts in these claims 
at the present day, more than ten years after most of the transactions involved, 
it would be desirable to provide for a close and, if possible, a judicial scrutiny of 
each case. They are therefore of opinion that these claims should be sent to a 
court where both sides will be represented and exact justice may be done."’ 


The resolution was passed in the House of Representatives by a nearly unapi- 
mous vote. 


Your committee are dis d to concur in the view that the relief for which 
it provides ought not to be refused. The Government oificers wrongfully ox- 
acted the moneysin question, without equity and, as the Supreme Court decided, 
without warrant of law. If under these circumstances the claimants acted in 
good faith in not multiplying suits and, at the suggestion of the attorney of the 
United States, agreed to abide the issue of a test case which should settle all their 
rights, it is certainly no more than reasonable to give them a day in court. The 
resolution strictly limits the relief to those who bring themselves within the 
equities of the agreement referred to; and with this qualification it seems to be 
free from any fair or reasonable objection. 


Your committee report back the joint resolution and recommend its passage. 


Mr. CONGER. My recollection in regard to that report may be at 
fault, but I am of the impression that it was understood that the agree- 
ment of the district attorney there referred to should be further inves- 
tigated to see if the district attorney did really make such an agree- 
ment. 

Mr. LAPHAM. ‘The resolution requires proof of that. 

Mr. CONGER. The resolution assumes that there was such an agree- 
ment and makes it one of the conditions of jurisdiction; but it seems 
to me that inquiry could have been made by the committee or those 
interested in the passage of the resolution, and some proof more than 
the mere assertion that such an agreement was made should be pre- 
sented to the committee and embodied in the report. I may have been 
mistaken about my understanding of that matter, however. 

Mr. JACKSON. I will state to the Senator that there was proof that 
there was such an agreement. That proof was before the committee, 
but the committee were uncertain as to who would have the benetit of 
that agreement, and hence they referred all the cases to the Court of 
Claims. 

Mr. CONGER. I donot question that the report was made in accord- 
ance with the ultimate conclusions of the committee, but [ was speak- 
ing of my own understanding about it when the matter was before the 
committee. I supposed inquiry was to be made before the report was 
made as to the fact of such an agreement and that. embodied in the 
report, and that that was to have been done before the report was made; 
but I may have been mistaken. I think that should have been done. 

Mr. LAPHAM. ‘There was before the Judiciary Committee of the 
House on two occasions when I had charge of this matter proof by atfi- 
davit of the gentlemen who negotiated this arrangement with the pub- 
lic prosecutor in behalf of the claimants and of the assistant district 
attorney, who himself made the arrangement for the benefit of the Gov- 
ernment, conclusive evidence on both sides that in good faith the ar- 
rangement was made that these claims should rest in abeyance until 
the two test cases were decided. 

That occurred during one session of Congress when the honorable 
Senator from Michigan was a member of the Judiciary Committee of 
the House, and we unanimously reported upon that evidence that the 
Treasury should pay these assessments without any other inquiry what- 
ever. That was the bill recommended by the House committee then. 

Mr. CONGER. But this is a provision that all who claim to-day an 
interest in that class of claims may bring suit, whether they had the 
suits pending or not. ‘The measure that was before the Judiciary Com- 
mittee of the House provided that those whose suits had been com- 
menced and were in abeyance might have the benefit. 

Mr. LAPHAM. Notatall. No one commenced snit except in the 
two cases that came to the Supreme Court and tested the question. All 
the rest forbore to commence action under the arrangement made with 
the public prosecutor. It was an arrangement made in good faith. It 
was clearly proved, and so clearly proved that the House committee at 
two sessions of Congress, I drawing and making the report myself, ro- 
ported that these sums thus illegally assessed should be repaid out of 
the Treasury. Now, the House, from greater caution, have provided in 
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this joint resolution that instead of these claims being paid from the 
Treasury the question shall go to the Court of Claims, where each claim- 
ant must establish as matter of fact that he wasa party to the 

ment with the public prosecutor which induced him not to commence 
an action. 

It seems to me that there can be no sort of question about the pro- 
priety of this resolution. This district was the only district in the 
United States where the collector of internal revenue undertook to 
assess borrowed money as capital of the banks and bankers. He did 
undertake it in this district, and he collected considerable sums of 
money. The Supreme Court held that that was illegal in the Bailey 
case, and the money was refunded. These claimants simply are per- 
mitted to come in and prove the same state of facts, prove that they 
were parties to the arrangement with the public prosecutor, and that 
is the excuse which they make for not having brought their actions. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. It is rather a dangerous proceeding to bind the 
Treasury of the United States by an agreement made by a district 
attorney of the United States that somebody need not sue the United 
State within the statute of limitations, and abide the event of some 
suit that has been brought, and thus subject the United States to indefi- 
nite suits within indefinite times after the statute has run, and after 
often the proof had been lost that would be available for the defense. 

Mr. LAPHAM. Will my friend from Vermont permit me to correct 
him in one respect? There was no statute of limitations when this 
arrangement was made. The statute which is in the way was passed 
pending the Bailey case in the courts, passed after the arrangement, 
and operated as a bar before the final decision of the Supreme Court. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. ‘The people who had made such an arrangement 
are supposed, like all other citizens of the United States, to have had 
notice of the passage of an act of Congress which created the statute of 

‘limitations if it did not exist before, and they are presumed to have 
known perfectly well, whether they were lawyers or not, that no dis- 
trict attorney of the United States had any more authority than I had 
to make anysuch engagement or to enter into any such understanding, 
I think it safe to say that. And therefore the question comes right 
around again whether there being astatute of limitations within whose 
provisions these gentlemen might have brought themselves and tried 
their suits in the time of them and upon proof then existing, they are 
to be excused from doing that because a district attorney of the United 
States—and so far as I understand it even without the direction of the 
Secretary of the Treasury who I agree in point of law would have no 
more authority than the district attorney—but the district attorney 
alone so far as I understand it engaged that the United States would 
waive the statute of limitations. The question is whether you can 
carry on a government in that way ? 

Then there is another thing in the resolution that is somewhat curi- 
ous. There certainly has been existing for a great many years a statute 
of the United States which says that no person in interest shall be a 
witness in his own behalf in a case against the United States. Now, for 
some reason or other—and undoubtedly I suppose it to be a good one 
by the promoters of this measure in the other House—I see there is in- 
serted a clause that these parties may be witnesses contrary to the gen- 
eral and positive prohibition applicable to all other suits against the 
United States, Is that right? Why do you make this special change 
in the law for the benefit of these particular people, even if on other 
grounds you would waive the statute of limitations? The ground of 
this statute securing the United States was that inasmuch as there was 
on the part of the United States no definite private party to protect its 
interests but only public agents who changed from time to time, it would 
be dangerous and unjust to allow claimants against the United States 
to support their claims by their individual testimony. Accordingly the 
law has been all the time, as it regards suits against the United States 
in the Court of Claims, that no person in interest should be a witness 
against the United States, but he must stand just as the opposite party 
does, and that is prove his claim by his own agents and other witnesses 
as according to the course of the common law. That is the policy now. 
If it is not a good policy, then let us repeal this prohibition in the statute 
altogether and have equal rights; but if it is a good policy—and I am 
inclined to think that the Senate would agree that it is—then why should 
this special exemption be made in favor of these particular persons that 
they may swear their claims through when nobody else can ? 

Mr. LAPHAM. If I may be permitted I wish to say 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. By unanimous consent the Senator 
<an proceed. 

Mr. LAPHAM. Iam aware of the rule; and I ask leave simply to 
make one suggestion. The only point upon which the claimants can 
beof any importance as witnesses, if they are important at all, isto show 
that they were parties to and relied upon the arrangement with the 
public prosecutor. Upon the merits of the case their evidence is not 
necessary atall. It is simply to comply with that condition, and there 
certainly can be no objection to it. It is like the service of a notice. 

The joint resolution was reported to the Senate without amendment. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. I move to strike out the clause about the parties 
being witnesses. 

Mr. LAPHAM. I hope that amendment will not prevail. TheSen- 
ate can see that every fhet of this case, except partially the fact that 








the claimant was a party to the arrangement with the public prosecu- 
tor, can be proved as matter of record. 

The PRESIDENT protempore. TheSenator from Vermont [Mr. Ep- 
MUNDS] moves to amend by striking out the words which will be read. 

The ACTING SECRETARY. It is proposed to strike out after the word 
‘passage,’ in line 22, the words: 

And the testimony of any witness otherwise competent shall not be excluded 
by reason of his interest in the issue thereof. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. _I know that the only things to which these par- 
ties can testify are the things that are necessary to their recovery, and 
that is usually the case with most parties who are witnesses; and, as 
the Senator says, very likely the thing that they wish most to swear to 
and that they wish to take the personal privilege of swearing to them- 
selves is this oral engagement—becanse if it be in writing they do not 
need to swear to it—with the district attorney; and that is the very 
point, as is admitted, on which this special legislation is to rest. 

Nobody is in favor, I suppose, of removing the statute of limitations 
as to claims against the United States in general; but the party who 
wishes that done must show a special equity. Now, in order to show 
this special equity it is necessary to prove that some district attorney 
of the United States, by some oral engagement with a variety of people, 

that he would waive the statute of limitations in of the 
United States. That is the sum and substance of it. Now, they 
you may prove this by these people, as well as anything else that ia of 
consequence, and accordingly you may make your case the 
United States shadowy, as it is at its best, on your own personal testi- 
mony, when in no other instance does the United States permit an in- 
terested witness against it to swear. Is that right? Who was this 
district attorney? Is he living? 

Mr. LAPHAM. Heis. Mr. Pierrepont was the district attorney at 
that time. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. Then Mr. Pierrepont is an impartial witness; he 
has not even the bias now of being an officer of the Government; he 
stands indifferent between the two parties, and is competent to preve 
this arrangement; but if these people can club together and outswear 
Mr. Pierrepont, then the Treasury is to be emptied. 

Mr. LAPHAM. Mr. Pierrepont’s statement is in the case. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. Very good; then they have no need of this clause. 

Mr. LAPHAM. The arrangement in behalf of the claimants was 
made by a committee appointed for that purpose. They did not all go 


in person. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The Senator is out of order unless 
by unanimous consent the Senate agrees that he shall speak. 

Mr. CAMERON, of Wisconsin. I desire to ask a question of the Sen- 
ator from Vermont for information. Does the statute which excludes 
interested parties from being witnesses in suits against the United States 
apply to any court except the Court of Claims? 

Mr. EDMUNDS. ‘The section to which I have adverted, as this isa 
Court of Claims case, is the statute in reference to the Court of Claims. 
I have not looked through the other statutes. There is astatute of the 
United States in gerral which speaks of suits between parties, in whieh 
a party in interest may be a witness provided the other party is alive 
and stands on an equal footing; otherwise not. That is what I believe 
to be the law of the United States in general. Whether that would 
apply to a case in which the United States was a party in the circuit 
court with a citizen, I do not know; I am pretty sure it does not, but 
I am not positively certain about it. It strikes me, however, that is 
the state of the law. 

Mr. JACKSON. Asa member of the committee who reported this 
joint resolution, I will state to the Senate that we considered under the 
special circumstances of the case that these claimants ought to be al- 
lowed to testify that they were parties to the agreement. The Govern- 
ment has received the money by an illegal assessment, as decided by the 
Supreme Court of the United States. It has taken the money from 
these parties illegally under an improper assessment. That decision 
was made at the October term, 1874. When the agreement was entered 
into it was entered into with the district attorney, by and through a 
committee of the Stock Exchange, all the parties interested not being 
present, but being represented by a committee. There was no statute 
of limitations in force at that time. This ent was entered into 
in 1871 or 1872. Subsequently, and while suits were pending in 
court, the Congress of the United States, on the 6th of June, 1572, passed 
the statute of limitations referred to by the Senator from Vermont— 

the statute of limitations after this agreement had been entered 
into. There may have been no legal authority on the part of the dis- 
trict attorney to make that agreement, but it was certainly an equita- 
ble arrangement intended to relieve both parties from the expense of a 
troublesome litigation, and it was not to avoid the decision of the two 
test*cases which were pending, and finally decided at the October term 
of 1874 by the Supreme Court. 

Now, inasmuch as their money has been improperly taken by the 
Government, they have a just and an equitable Gain against the Gov- 
ernment for all this money that was paid under that illegal assessment. 
The committee thonght that under these circumstances they might 
show that they were parties to that agréement, and properly show that 
they were parties to it, inasmuch as the arrangement was made through 











1883. 


CONGRESSIONAL RECORD—SENATE. 





a committee of the stock exchange. It will not violate any general 
rule. It is in accordance with the vo rule of the courts of the 
ited States admittin rties to testify. 
Oi, EDMUNDS. Mr. President, I a Iam out of order, but I 
ask unanimous consent, like everybody else, to say one word more. 
The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The Senator from Vermont asks 
unanimous consent to say one word more on this case. The Chair hear- 
ing no objection the Senator will proceed. ; 
ir. LAPHAM. Although I was cut off, Mr. President, I will not 


ect. 
a EDMUNDS. My friend from Tennessee says that this statute 
of limitation about the Court of Claims first began in 1872, if I correctly 
understand him. 

Mr. JACKSON. I beg pardon. I had reference to the special stat- 
ute which provided that claims for refunding taxes must be presented 
within one year, which was passed on the 6th of June, 1872. That is 
the statute I had reference to. 

Mr.EDMUNDS. Thatisanotherthing. But the statutes about the 
Court of Claims have existed ever since the court did, beginning with 
March, 1863, that— 

Every claim against the United States, cognizable by the Court of Claims, shall 
be forever barred unless the petition setting forth a statement thereof is filed in 
the court, or transmitted to it by the Secretary of the Senate or the Clerk of the 
Heuse of Representatives, as provided by law, within six years after the claim 
first accrues. 

So that there being no court of the United States but the Court of 
Claims to which these people could have applied by a suit against the 
United States they were excluded under the statute of limitations all 
the time. As to private suitsagainst an officer of the United States who 
had illegally collected a tax, there has been a statute of limitations 
about private suits always, I think. 

Mr. GARLAND. The other day when we had up the House bill in 
regard to the general reference of claims to the Court of Claims by Con- 
gress and the Departments, I raised this very question on section 6 of 
that bill, that is the question as to allowing parties to testify. 

The Senator from Wisconsin asked the question just now whether or 
not in any other court of the United States a person was excluded be- 
cause of his interest in the subject-matter in litigation. The acts of 
1863 and 1864 as revised in section 858 are expressed in these words: 

Src. 88. In the courts of the United States no witness shall be excluded in any 
action on account of color, or in any civil action because he is a party to or 
interested in the issue tried. 

Afterward, on June 25, 1868, that was amended to read as follows in 
section 1079: 

Sec. 1079. No claimant, nor any person from or through whom any such claim- 
ant derives his alleged title, claim, or right against the United States, nor any 

n interested in an such title, claim, or right, shall be a competent witness 
the Court of Claims th supporting the same, and no testimony given by such 
t or person shall be used except as provided in the next section. 

The act of 1868 amended the previous acts so far as to exclude parties 
who were interested in the subject-matter from testifying. It says that 
they shall not be competent as witnesses in the Court of Claims ‘‘in sup- 

ing the same.’’ It strikes me to-day as it did the other day, when 
the other bill was up, that these Witnesses are called to support their 
claims, and it is a direct breaking down to that extent of the act of 1868. 
I think with the Senator from Vermont that the act ought to be re- 
pealed expressly, or we ought to hold these parties as others are held 
under the act of 1868 who can not testify in support of their claims. 
The question, then, of the Senator from Wisconsin is answered by these 
two sections. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The question is on the amendment 
of the Senator from Vermont, te strike out the words permitting these 


parties to testify. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. Let us have the yeas and nays. 
of a good deal of importance. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 

Mr. MORGAN. I desire to inquire of the chairman of this commit- 
tee or the Senator who reported the joint resolution whether there is 
any doubt at all that the Government of the United States ought to 

d this money. 

Mr. CAMERON, of Wisconsin. None whatever. 

Mr. MORGAN. I do notunderstand that there is any question made, 
then, as to the duty of the Government to refund this money, as a moral 


This is a question 


on. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. I doubt it, for one, because I think the court de- 
cided wrong. 

Mr. CAMERON, of Wisconsin. The Supreme Court decided it. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. I can not say more; I am cut off. 

Mr. MORGAN. The Senator from Vermont thinks the Supreme 
Court has decided wrong about it. We would on many occasions pre- 
fer to take the opinion of the Senator from Vermont to that of almost 
any judge on the bench, but when the whole court concurs and an- 
nounces a decision which is constitutionally binding upon all parties, 
the United States Government as well as the other party to the proceed- 
ing, it seems to me the doctrine of stare decisis at least ought to hold. 

. EDMUNDS. If my friend will allow me out of histime to sug- 
gest to him the difference, the difference is, that I hold we are no more 
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bound by the decisions of the Supreme Court in this Chamber than they 

are bound by ours. If in accordance with some decision ot theirs money 

is to be taken from the Treasury, we are the judges of whether that 

decision is right except in the particular case betore them; there as a 
matter of course we are bound to pay the money. 

Mr. MORGAN. I think when a question of indebtedness between 
two individuals or between the Government and an individual is settled 
as a matter of fact and matter of judgment by the court, we are bound 
by it unless the court has transcended its constitutional powers in com- 
ing to that conclusion; the Senate and everybody else is bound by it. 
That is my view of the subject. 

Now, if there is an adjudication of the Supreme Court which settles 
the right of these parties to have this money against the Government of 
the United States, I desire to know some reason why they should not be 
put in possession of all the necessary ficilities for establishing their de 
mand, and I understand that the object of changing the rule in reference 
to testimony in this case is to allow them to establish the fact of an 
agreement by which the case now before the Senate was intended to 
abide the decision of another case, the very case decided in the Supreme 
Court. 

We find among the criminal statutes of the United States that where a 
man is indicted for murder or for any other offense, high or low, he is per- 
mitted tocome in and testify against the Government of the United States 
in hisown behalf. There the partiesin interest in the cause are the Gov- 
ernment of the United States, representing the great body of the people, 
and an individual indicted by a grand jury for acrime. If we can 
afford to go to that extent in giving indulgence and an opportunity for 
ascertaining the truth of the matter, I can not understand upon what 
ground we stop short of that. And I take occasion to say that I can 
see no reason at all why this statute should ever have been passed, 
excluding a man from testifying against the Government in the Court 
of Claims where he presents a claim, whereas if he was suing an otlicer 
of the Government in a circuit or district court he would be a compe- 
tent witness. There ought to be some rationality, some logic, some 
consistency, running through our system of jurisprudence, and I would 
very gladly participate in a movement to repeal that section and make 
our laws harmonious in their application to all courts and all people. 

I do not understand that a man who goes to the Court of Claims with 
a demand against the Government of the United States is any more 
under the influence of a presumption that he is robbing the Govern- 
ment than a man who goes into the circuit court and sues an oflicer of 
the Government who may have transgressed his authority or against 
whom the statute may give a right of recovery for something that he 
has done in the name and on account of the Government. 

I therefore think that we should be sticking in the bark at the ex- 
pense of justice in this case if we should refuse to give these parties the 
opportunity, which can not be injurious tothe administration of public 
justice, to go into the court and prove the existence of the agreement 
under which this case comes here to be decided in the manner that the 
other case was decided. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The question is on the amendment 
of the Senator from Vermont [Mr. EpMuNDs], to strike out the words— 

And the testimony of any witness otherwise competent shall not be excluded 
by reason of his interest in the issue thereof. 

The Principal Legislative Clerk proceeded to call the roll. 

Mr. FARLEY (when his name was called). I am paired with the 
Senator from Michigan [Mr. Ferry]. If he were present, I should vote 
“*nay.’? 

Mr. GROOME (when his name was called). As I do not understand 
my pair with the Senator from New York [Mr. MILLER] as applying to 
questions of this kind, I vote ‘‘ nay.’’ 


The result was announced—yeas 13, nays 38; as follows: 


YEAS—13. 
Allison, Davis of Il., Harrison, Platt. 
Anthony, Davis of W. Va., Ingalls, 
Cockrell, Edmunds, Logan, 
Conger, Garland, Morrill, 

NAYS—38. 
Barrow, Gorman, Jones of Nevada, Rollins, 
Blair, Groome, Kellogg, Saulsbury, 
Brown, Grover, Lamar, Slater, 
Call, Hampton, Laphain, Vance, 
Camden, Hill, Mahone, Vest, 
Cameron of Wis., Hoar, Maxey, Voorhees, 
Chilcott, Jackson, Morgan, Walker, 
Coke, Johnston, Pendleton, Williams. 
Dawes, Jonas, Pugh, 
Frye, Jones of Florida, Ransom, 

ABSENT—2. 

Aldrich, Ferry, McPherson, Sewell, 
Bayard, George, Miller of Cal., Sherman, 
Beck, Hale, Miller of N. Y., Van Wyck, 
Butler, Harris, Mitchell, Windom. 
Cameron of Pa,, Hawley, Plumb, 
Fair, MeDill, Saunders, 
Farley, McMillan, Sawyer, 


So the amendment was rejected. 
The joint resolution was ordered to a third reading, and read the 
third time. 
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The PRESIDENT pro tempore. Shall the joint resolution pass? 

The joint resolution was passed; there being on a division—ayes 34, 
noes 10. 

DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE. 

The next House bill on the Calendar was the bill (H. R. 4429) to 
enlarge the powers and duties of the Department of Agriculture. 

Mr. INGALLS. My colleague [Mr. PLUMB], who reported that bill, 
being absent, I suggest that it be passed over until his return. 

Mr. DAVIS, of West Virginia. The colleague of the Senator from 
Kansas has charge of the agricultural bill. It is an important bill, 
and I think it ought to be considered soon. The Senator is expected 
here every day. I suggest that it be passed over until the return of 
the Senator from Kansas [Mr. PLUMB]. 

The PRESIDENT pre tempore. The Senate is acting on unobjected 
House bills now. 

Mr. DAVIS, of West Virginia. I understand; but I hope the Senate 
will take up this bill some morning before a great while after the 
return of the Senator from Kansas. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The bill will be passed over. 

ROBERT GORTHY AND CALVIN GREEN. 

The bill (H. R. 804) for the relief of Robert Gorthy and Calvin Green 
was considered as in Committee of the Whole. It proposes to direct 
the Solicitor of the Treasury to convey, by proper deeds of conveyance, 
to Robert Gorthy, of Victor, Clinton County, Michigan, all the interest 
of the United States in and to the northwest quarter of the northwest 
quarter and the east half of the northwest quarter of section 17, in 
township 6 north, of range 1 west, Michigan; and to Calvin Green, of 
the same place, all the interest of the United States in and to the south- 
west quarter of the northwest quarter of section 17 and the northeast 
quarter of the southeast quarter of section 18, in township 6 north, of 
range 1 west, Michigan, with a proviso that Gorthy and Green pay all 
the costs of the proceedings in court on the bond of Benjamin Ballard, 
en which they were sureties. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. Is there any report? 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. There is none, but the bill was re- 
ported by the Senator from Arkansas [Mr. GARLAND]. 

Mr. GARLAND. I have reported this bill twice to the Senate here- 
tofore, and it hasbeen passed each time. However, the House got ahead 
of us in this Congress and passed this bill, while it was sent to the Judi- 
ciary Committee and I reported it back as it came from the House. 
The committee stood by the report of Mr. WILLITs of the House in re- 
porting it there. I ask the Secretary to read that report; it explains 
the whole matter. 

The Acting Secretary read the following report, submitted by Mr. 
WILLITs in the House of Representatives February 7, 1882: 


Prior to the 16th day of March, 1868, Benjamin F. Ballard was arrested on a 
warrant issued out of the United States court for the eastern district of Michigan 
for having obstructed a United States marshal in the service of process, and was 
on said date brought before the United States commissioner for said district and 
entered into recognizance, with Robert Gorthy and Calvin Green as sureties, to 
appear to answer an indictment of said court upon said charge on the 2d day of 
June following, in the sum of He did not appear on said date, nor, so far 
as appears from the a, at any time thereafter. Suit was brought on the rec- 
ognizance on the 19th day of June in the same year, and judgment was rendered 
in favor of the United States against Gorthy and Green for the penal sum of said 
bond and costs. Execution was issued; the lands described in said bill were 
levied upon and sold by the United States marshal for the sum of $585.65. 

This judgment was by default, and should never have been entered. It ap- 
pears from the certificate of the clerk of said court on file in this case that no in- 
dictment was filed against said Ballord at the June term of said court or at any 
other term for the offense charged, to wit, for the offense of resisting an officer; 
that no such indictment is now on file in said court, and never hasbeen; further 
that after diligent search he was not able to find any record of the forfeiture of 
any such recognizance for tht appearance of said Ballord, both of which were 
material tomaintain the suit; and we can not account forthe proceedings in said 
suit, except upon the supposition that some clerk or person not cognizant of the 
requirements of law instituted it. Subsequently a motion was made to vacate 
the judgment, which was denied by the court, and we can do no better than to 
cite, as a part of this report, a portion of the record and the judge's opinion on 
denying said motion: 

“This was an action of debt conditioned for the a gery of Ballord at the 
June term of 1868 to answer to any indictment which might be exhibited and 
tiled in this court by the grand jury against him for obstructing a deputy mar- 
shal in attempting to serve a criminal process. The affidavits in support of the 
motion show that no indictment against Ballord was ever found, that the - 
nizance was never forfeited, and that no steps were ever taken whereby a t 
of action accrued to the United States. The minutes of the grand jury do not 
even show that the case was presented to or considered bythem. The s«it, how- 
ever, was commenced during the Juneterm of 1868. The default of the defend- 
ants entered for want ofaplea. Judgment taken January 5, 1869, and execution 
levied upon the landsof defendantGorthy. The defendant denies that the sum- 
mone was everserved on him, and avers it was not till about the time when theexe- 
cution was levied upon his land that he knew judgment had been obtained ; that 
he then employed Mr, Strickland, of Saint John’s, an attorney, to look after his 
interests. Strickland advised him that he could get his land released from the 
levy, but afterward said he could do nothing except to ask Congress for relief. 
“ Brown, Judge: 

“lL regret my inability toset aside this judgment, for it seems the action should 
never have been commenced. If I were satisfied that the summons was never 
served upon the defendant, I might treat the judgment as void, under the case 
of Thompson es. Whitman (18 Wallace, 457), but it is asking too much for me to 
believe the unsupported affidavit of the defendant himself, made more than ten 
years after the summons is said to have been served, as against the return of the 
officer made at the time that he did actually serve it.” 

This bill was reported favorably in and passed the Senate during the Forty- 
sixth Congress, but failed to be reached in the House. On application from Sen- 
ator Thurman, chairman of the Judiciary Committee of the Senate, the Solicitor 





of the Treasury made a report to the Attorney-General, which, after recitingthe 
facts of the case, closed as follows: 


“In December, 1878, a motion was made by one of the defendants in the United 
States district court to set aside the judgment, on the ground that he was not 
served with process. Although the judge refused the motion because he was pot 
satisfied the defendant had not been served, yet he regretted his inability to do 
so, use, in his judgment, the action on the recognizance should not have 
been commenced. From all the facts I am satisfied that this is a proper case for 
Congressional! relief.” 

In the letter of the Attorney-General, dated January 31, 1880, to Senator Thur- 
man, transmitting the said report of the Solicitor of the Treasury, he used the fol- 


lowing language: “I concur in the view expressed by him in the last paragraph 
of his letter.” 


Gorthy and Green were at the time of the levy and sale and still are living on 
these lands and have made valuable improvements thereon, They are honest, 
hard-working men, and these lands constitute their homes and their entire prop- 
erty. We think thatthe United States never had any cause of action against 
them, and it is unjust now toattempt to enforce the proceedings. As, however, 
the Solicitor of the Treasury in said report suggests that the taking of the title 
to this land by the Government operates to ome the debt, and therefore 
it would be proper that Gorthy and Green be required to pay all costs of o—, 
we have concluded to recommend the bill to the House granting the rel 
sought, with the proviso that they pay said costs, and that it do pass. 

The bill was reported to the Senate without amendment, ordered tea 
third reading, read the third time, and passed. 


HOUSE CONTESTED ELECTIONS. 


The bill (H. R. 4666) relating to contested elections was announced 
as next in order. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. 
any committee. 

Mr. SHERMAN. There is a House bill before that, Order of Business 
813. It is a pension case and I should like to have it disposed of. 

The PRESIDENT protempore. Thatisanadversereport. Theagree- 
ment was to-day to consider House bills that were unobjected to. 

Mr. SHERMAN. ‘The Senator who made that report [Mr. PLATT] 
told me he had no objection to its being taken up. However I will not 
press it against the rule adopted. I will not ask that it be taken up in 
the absence of the Senator who reported against it. I do not see him im 
his seat 

Mr. MORRILL. House bill 4666 never has been referred to a con- 
mittee, I see by the Calendar. It should be referred to the Committee 
on Privileges and Elections, I suppose. 

Mr. HOAR. That is a bill which was passed by the House at fle 
last session, and it was desired by the gentlemen who promoted its 
passage in the House to have it become a law at the last session in order 
that it might operate on the contests growing out of the elections which 
were to take place last fall. I pressed it as well as I could without hae 
ing it referred to the committee, supposing as it was an enactment by 
the House relating solely to the method of preparing cases for its own 
consideration that the Senate would adopt the judgment of the House 
unless there were some very clear objections. But some Senators, I 
think the Senator from Arkansas, thought there were pretty clear and 
strong objections to the bill, and objected, so that we could not in the 
closing hours of the session get consideration for it last summer. One 
of the gentlemen, I think the very gentleman who drafted the bill in 
the House, has informed me at the present session that as it could not 
operate now on the cases growing eut of the recent elections, he did not 
desire to have it passed at this session. I think, therefore, the bill may 
lie on the table. If it shall turn out that any reason occurs to any Sen- 
ator why it should be taken up, that reason can be made known and 
the Senate can act. I should like to have it over or laid on the 
table, whatever the proper thing is to do with it. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The bill will be passed over. 


POSTMASTERS’ SALARIES. 


The bill (H. R. 5200) authorizing the Postmaster-General to readjuss 
the salaries of certain postmasters in accordance with the provision of 
section 8 of the act of June 12, 1866, was announced as next in order. 

Mr. MAXEY. This bill was referred to the Committee on Post-Of- 
fices and Post- amended by that committee and re back 
favorably with certain amendments and placed in charge of the chair- 
man of the committee, the Senator from Michigan, who is not here. 

The PRESIDENT protempore. The bill was reported from the Com- 
mittee on Post-Offices and Post-Roads with amendments. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. Is there a report? 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. There is no report. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. Then I should be glad to have some gentlemaa 
explain it. There ought to be a provision to,repeal the statute of lim- 
itations. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The bill was reported by the Sena- 
tor from Michigan [Mr. Ferry]. 

Mr. COCKRELL. I sup; the committee adopted the report made 
in the House. I have not had time to look over the report, but this 
bill was reported several times in the Senate, I remember, by tho late 
Senator from Tennessee, Mr. Bailey, and it passed the Senate once or 
twice. I send to the desk the report made in the House accompanying 
the bill when it passed the House. I have not had time to examine it, 
but I send it to the desk 

Mr. EDMUNDS. I should like to hear it read because I under- 
stand indirectly that some Senate committee has recently considered 


This bill has not been reported from 
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the subject in committee—I do not know whether it has been reported— 
and made a good many amendments, thinking that this bill as it now 
stands is not what it ought to be. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. There are several amendments. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. It may be that this is the very bill reported with 
amendments. eer 

Mr. MAXEY. I said a whileago that this bill came from the House 
to the Senate; it was referred to the Committee on Post-Offices and 


Post-Roads, and it was very carefully examined by that committee. 1 | 


examined the acts of 1854, 1864, and 1866, having been on the sub-com- 
mittee, and all the acts I could get hold of on the subject. Weamended 
the bill in such a manner as to comply strictly, as I believed, with the 
exact terms of: the law, and the bill as amended is in exact compliance 
with the law, and as amended it ought to be passed. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. How far back do these readjustments go? 

Mr. MAXEY. Underan act passed in 1854, a certain method of pay- 
ment of postmasters was adopted. Ten years afterward, in 1864, that 
was changed and a new system was adopted. That worked very hard 
upon the lower grades of postmasters, the fourth and fifth class post- 
masters. Then, under the act of 1866, an amendment to the act of 1864 
was made whereby it was provided that if the postmasters did not get 
under that act as much salary by 10 per cent. as they would have got 
under the act of 1854, their salaries should be readjusted and this 10 
per cent. put on. 

These postmasters claim that they never have had any of that read- 
justed salary. The report of the First Assistant Postmaster-General 
shows that quite a large number have been paid, while there may be 
others who have not been paid. Iam not in charge of the bill, and I 
only mention this because the chairman is not present to explain it. I 
think this runs back to 1871 or 1872, and from that point on they have 
been coming here term after term of Congress asking that a readjustment 
be made. ‘The House passed the bill and sent it here, and it was re- 
ferred by the Senate to the Post-Office Committee, and to the best of 
our ability we have amended the bill to do justice. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. How much money does it involve as a total, prob- 
ably? 

Mr. MAXEY. Ido not think any man on the face of the earth can 
tell. The bill as amended requires that this readjustment shall be made 
upon sworn returns, strictly in accordance with the judgment of the 
Court of Claims in the case of McLean against the United States and 
strictly in accordance with the decision of the Supreme Court in 5 Otto, 
in the case of United States vs. McLean. Accordingly, as we amend 
that act no application amounts to anything in the way of getting a re- 
adjustment unless it is in strict compliance with the terms of the act 
of 1866, which requires the readjustment to be made upon sworn re- 
turns. Ifthe sworn returns have been made and these parties have not 
had the salaries readjusted, and are entitled to it, unquestionably in 
equity they ought to be paid. 

The Postmaster-General says that the larger portion of them have 
been paid, all who made out their applications in accordance with the 
terms of the law. My opinion is, and I have no hesitation in express- 
ing pe Nacney hundreds of these claimants, who are sending letters to all 
of us here, will never get a dollar, because I do not believe upon astrict 
examination it will be found that they have complied with the terms 
of the law. But as to all those who have complied with the terms of 
the law, and on any account whatever the Post-Office Department has 
not paid them, it does seem to me equitable and just that they should 
get their readjustment. The law devolved that duty on the Postmas- 
ter-General. If from any cause he has not done it, and that fact is made 
apparent, it seems to me it is just to allow it to be done now. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. I understand from a gentleman who knows some- 
os about this business that this involves several hundred thousand 

ollars. 

Mr. MAXEY. I think it amounts to a great deal, but I can not tell 
the exact amount, nor did I take into consideration the exact amount. 

Mr. EDMUN It would only bean argument for the greater care 
on the part of the Senate, which is always careful with the people’s 
money as we know, in investigating the bill. It is a bill of such gen- 
eral importance and involving so much money that it seems to me it 
ought not to go on under the five-minute objected-cases rule. There- 
fore I hope it will go over and be taken up in the regular way, and we 
can investigate it. 

Mr. MAXEY. The House report shows the amount. It will proba- 
bly involve $500,000, as stated. I do not know the amount. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. It is not a bill that ought to go on under the five- 
minute rule. There may be equity in it. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. Objection being made, the bill goes 
over. 

Mr. MAXEY. I ask the Senator from Vermont, as it is a bill of a 
public nature, if he is not willing under his objection to let the bill re- 
tain its place on the Calendar, so that when it is reached again it may 
be disposed of. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. I do not care; it may keep its place on the Calen- 
dar; but it ought not to be discussed under the five-minute rule. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The bill will retain its place on the 








DISTRICT TURNPIKE ROAD. 

The bill (H. R. 6627) to authorize the establishment of a free public 
highway in the District of Columbia was considered as in Committee of 
the Whole. 

Mr. CAMERON, of Wisconsin. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. 

Mr. CAMERON, of Wisconsin. 
the bill will explain it. 

Mr. ROLLINS. The bill was reported by the Senator from North 
Carolina [Mr. VANCE]. 

Mr. VANCE. The report of the House committee was adopted. 

Mr. CAMERON, of Wisconsin. What are the faets in the case? 

Mr. VANCE. It is a House bill, and the report of the House com- 
mittee was adopted without any dissent. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. Let us hear the House report, then, if we have 
not any better one. 

The PRESIDENT pro tenpore. There is no House report with the 
papers. Probably the Senator from North Carolina can state the facta. 

Mr. GORMAN. I will state in a moment what the bill is. This is 
one of the old turnpike roads that was chartered by the United States 
in the State of Maryland, and one of many passing through the State 
of Maryland into the District of Columbia. In every other case we 
have condemned each turnpike leading into the District, within the 
limits of the District. This is the only remaining one. It is one of 
the leading drives from Georgetown to the heights in the northwestern 
part of the District. The provisions of the bill are precisely similar to 
those which have been already passed in other cases. The franchise of 
the old turnpike company is purchased, and it is made a free public 
highway. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. Let us hear the report. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. We have not got it. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. ‘Then let the bill go over until we get it. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. Objection being made the bill goes 
over. There being but a few minutes remaining of the morning hour 
the Chair will lay before the Senate a message from the President and 
other formal business. 


Is there a report in this case? 
There is no report. 
Perhaps the Senator who reported 


EXECUTIVE COMMUNICATION. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore laid before the Senate the following 
message from the President of the United States ; which was referred to 
the Committee on the Library and ordered to be printed : 

To the Senate and House of Representatives : 

I transmit herewith a communication from the Secretary of the Interior, sub 
mitting a report, with accompanying papers, regarding the condition of the sev- 
eral libraries of said Department, and the consolidation of the same. 

CHESTER A. ARTHUR. 

EXECUTIVE MAN#ION, January 9, 1883. 

PRESIDENTIAL APPROVALS. 

A message from the, President of the United States, by Mr. O. L 
PRUDEN, one of his secretaries, announced that the President had, on 
the 6th instant, approved and signed the act (S. 145) to reimburse the 
State of Oregon and State of California and the citizens thereof for 
moneys paid by said States in the suppression of Indian hostilities 
during the Modoc war in the years 1872 and 1873. 

The message also announced that the President had, on the 9th im 
stant, approved and signed the following acts: 

An act (S. 241) for the relief of John 'T. Hennaman, of Baltimore, 
Maryland; 

An act (S. 265) to provide for the payment of the amount due the 
Burlington, Cedar Rapids and Northern Railway Company for trans 
portation of United States mails; 

An act (S. 322) for the relief of John J. Salter; 

An act (S. 335) to extend the time for filing claims for horses and 
equipments lost by officers and enlisted men in the service of the United 
States, and for other purposes; 

An act (S. 390) to amend section 3362 of the Revised Statutes relating 
to the tax on perique tobacco; and 

An act (S. 1026) to permit grain brought by Canadian farmers to be 
ground at mills in the United States adjacent to Canadian territory, 
under such rules and regulations as may be prescribed by the Treasury 
Department. 

INDIAN APPROPRIATION BILL. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore laid before the Senate the action of the 
House of Representatives on the amendments of the Senate to the bill 
{H. R. 6900) making appropriations for the current and contingent ex- 
penses of the Indian Department, and for fulfilling treaty stipulations 
with various Indian tribes, for the year ending June 30, 1884, and for 
other purposes. 

On motion of Mr. DAWES, it was 

Resolved, Thatthe Senate insist upon its amendments to the said bill disagreed 
to by the House of Representatives and ask a conference with the House on the 
disagreeing votes of the two Houses thereon. 

By unanimous consent, it was 

Ordered, That the conferees on the part of the Senate be appointed by the Pree 
ident pro tempore. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore appointed Mr. DAwEs, Mr. PLUMB, 
and Mr. RANSOM. 
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AGRICULTURAL APPROPRIATION BILL. 


The PRESIDENT pro tempore laid before the Senate the action of the 
House of Representatives on the amendments of the Senate to the bill 
(H. R. 7052) making appropriations for the Agricultural Department of 
the Government for the fiscal year ending June 30, 1884, and for other 


purposes. nae, 
On motion of Mr. DAVIS, of West Virginia, it was 


Resolved, That the Senate insist upon its amendments to the said bill disagreed 
to by the House of Representatives and ask a conference with the House on the 
disagreeing votes of the two Houses thereon. 


By unanimous consent, it was 


Ordered, That the conferees on the part of the Senate be appointed by the Pres- 
ident pro tempore. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore appointed Mr. Davis of West Virginia, 
Mr. HAs, and Mr. PLUMB. 


ORDER OF BUSINESS. 


The PRESIDENT protempore. The hour of 2 0’clock having arrived, 
the Senate resumes the consideration of the unfinished business, which 
is the bill (8. 151) to aid in the establishment and temporary support 
of eommon schools. 

Mr. MORRILL. I move, by direction of the Committee on Finance, 
that all present and prior orders be laid aside for the purpose of taking 
up the bill (H. R. 5538) to reduce internal-revenue taxation, which 
includes the provisions reported by the committee for the reduction of 
taxes and for an amendment of the tariff. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The Chair will state to the Senator 
from Vermont that the proper motion would be to postpone the unfin- 
ished business. Then if that is postponed the Chair will lay before the 
Senate the special order for to-day, which is the bankruptcy bill; and 
then the Senator can move to postpone that. 

Mr. MORRILL. I modify my motion according to the suggestion of 
the Chair. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The Senator from Vermont moves 
to postpone the unfinished business until to-morrow. 

Mr. BLAIR. I suppose the motion is debatable. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. Itis. The merits are not debata- 
ble, but debate is allowed upon the propriety of postponing the bill. 

Mr. BLAIR. I wish to say but a word. I donotagreethat the un- 
finished business is a less important measure than the proposed revision 
of the tariff. On the contrary, I esteem it of much greater importance, 
and I think the people of the country soconsider it. Butit has seemed 
tome that the opinion of the Finance Committee and perhaps of a ma- 
jority of the Senate might be that it would be necessary, to facilitate 
the progress of the business before the Senate at this session, totake up 
the tariff measure and discuss it earlier. 

For that reason, and for that consideration alone, I am inclined with- 
out opposition to assent to the motion of the Senator from Vermont; 
but I wish to give notice that immediately upon the final disposition of 
the tariff biil I shall ask the Senate to consider the subject of aid to the 
common schools of the country. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The Senator from Vermont moves to 
postpone until to-morrow the unfinished business, which is the educa- 
ticnal bill. 

The motion was to. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The Chair lays before the Senate the 
special order for 2 o’clock to-day, which is the bill (S. 1382) to estab- 
lish a uniform system of bankruptcy throughout the United States. 


Mr. HOAR. Mr. President—— 

Mr. MORRILL. I now make the same motion in relation to that 
bili. 

Mr. HOAR. Has the Senator the floor for that purpose? 


The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The Chair was yielding to him for 
that purpose. The Chair had indicated to him the course to pursue in 
order to bring the revenue bill before the Senate. 

Mr. HOAR. I rose and addressed the Chair, I believe, before the 
Senator from Vermont. Ishall not interfere, merely desiring, having 
the bankruptcy bill in charge, that it may be temporarily laid aside. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. It must be postponed entirely, with 
the view to get up the revenue bill. 

Mr. HOAR. I want to have it remain a special order, but not to 
interfere with the tax bill. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. There are two special orders to be 
displaced by the motion of the Senator from Vermont—the educational 
bill and the bankruptcy bill. The Chair will have to decide as to them 


when the point ismade. The motion now is to postpone the bankruptcy 
bill. 


Mr. HOAR. 
laid aside. 

Mr. BLAIR. LI object. I do not wish that that bill shall be placed 
in any more favorable position than the one which has just been post- 

by assent. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. Objection being made the question is, 
+ Will the Senate postpone the bankruptcy bill until to-morrow ? 
The motion was agreed to. 


I ask unanimous consent that the bill be temporarily 





The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The Senator from Vermont now 
moves to take up the revenue bill and make it the unfinished business. 
The motion was agreed to. 


MESSAGE FROM THE HOUSE. 


A message from the House of Representatives, by Mr. MCPuERSON, 
its Clerk, announced that the House insisted on its disagreement to the 
amendments of the Senate to the bill (H. R. 6900) making appropria- 
tions for the current and contingent expenses of the Indian Department, 
and for fulfilling treaty stipulations with various Indian tribes, for the 
year ending June 30, 1884, and for other purposes, it to the con- 
ference asked by the Senate on the di ing votes of the two Houses 
thereon, and had appointed Mr. THOMAS RYAN of Kansas, Mr. L. B. 
CASWELL of Wisconsin, and Mr. BENJAMIN LE FEVRE of Ohio, con- 
ferees on the part of the House. 


ENROLLED BILLS SIGNED. 


The message also announced that the Speaker of the House had signed 
the enrolled bill (8. 1860) to attach the County of Hardeman in the 
State of Tennessee to the eastern division of the western district of 
Tennessee; and it was thereupon signed by the President pro tempore. 


INTERNAL REVENUE AND TARIFF DUTIES. 


The Senate, as in Committee of the Whole, proceeded to consider the 
bill (H. R. 5538) to reduce internal-revenue taxation. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. Is it the desire to have the bill read? 

Mr. MORRILL. I ask that the first or formal reading of the bill be 
dispensed with. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. It has been read the first time. 

Mr. DAVIS, of West Virginia. I wish to ask the Senator from Ver- 
— if it is his intention to act on the bill as we go along on each para- 

ph? 

Mr. MORRILL. That is the intention; and any amendment that is 
— on the part of any Senator can be moved as we progress with the 

lil, 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The Senator from Vermont now 
wishes to submit some remarks on the bill, the Chair understands. 

Mr. DAVIS, of West Virginia. I understand that, but I want to 
know the order in which the bill is to be acted on. 

Mr. SHERMAN. I suggest also, inorder tosimplify the matter, that 
the amendment reported be considered as the text of the bill. It em- 
bodies all the old bill that was adopted at the last session. If it shall 
be considered as the text of the bill, that course will simplify the mat- 
ter, and enable us to have amendments in the second degree. 

Mr. MORRILL. There can not be any objection to that. 

Mr. DAVIS, of West Virginia. Ifthe Senator means by that to adopt 
all the recommendations of the committee, there is objection to it. 

Mr. SHERMAN. Notatall. Wedonot adoptanything, but simply 
treat the amendment as in the nature of the text of the bill, so that we 
may have an amendment to an amendment. I want to expedite the 
matter, and also to make it easier for Senators to amend the bill if they 
desire. The proper way is to treat the reported amendment as the text 
of the bill. 

Mr. DAVIS, of West Virginia. Of course there is no objection oa my 
part to any desire of the committee in regard to the mode of acting on 
the bill, but I desire that all items in the bill shall be left open for 
amendment. 

Mr. MORRILL. They will be. 

Mr. DAVIS, of West Virginia. Both in Committee of the Whole and 
in the Senate? 

Mr. MORRILL. The suggestion of the Senator frem Ohio will make 
double amendments practicable. Otherwise there would be but one 
amendment that woukd be in order to each clause. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. By unanimous consent the. reading 
of the bill is dispensed with. 

Mr. BECK. I rise to ask a question of the Senator from Vermont, 
if he will allow me. The first reading of the bill is dispensed with, 
and the bill of the committee is now to be considered as the original 
text? 

Mr.SHERMAN. Yes, sir. 

Mr. MORRILL. And to be read by sections and paragraphs. 

Mr. BECK. That is right. 

Mr. ALLISON. Has that been agreed to? 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. Yes, sir. 

Mr. BECK. I desire to make an inquiry of the Senator from Ver- 
mont. The Senate will understand that there are many cases where 
one paragraph will depend upon other phs in other parts of the 
bill. For instance, I will illustrate by lead. If the tariff on lead is 
increased it will involve the increase of a number of items that come 
very early in the bill, long before the question of the tariff on lead can 
be acted upon; so that a in regard to lead afterward may necessi- 
tate the a to those things which are dependent upon it. 

Mr. MORRI I hope it will be unanimously agreed to now that, 
in regard to subjects which are related, when any item is so fixed as 
to make it necessary to go back to the former part of the bill that has 
been considered, leave shall be granted. 

Mr. BECK. That I think would be important. 
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Mr. HOAR. 
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I ask the Senator from Kentucky if it is worth while | more of a success than was predicted by either friends or enemies. Tho 


to have such an understanding, which may give rise to a great deal of | wide field they explored and the multitude of witnesses examined pro 


doubt in its construction, as it isanovel one? He has perfect protec- 
tion in the fact that anything that is done as in Committee of the Whole 
will be done over again in the Senate; so that if any Senator should ob- 
ject, which never would happen of course, to the unanimous request to 

back, he would have the power in the Senate of making his motion. 

Mr. BECK. This isa very long bill, and while that power would 
exist it might create a good deal of confusion and perhaps some diversity 
of opinion among dissatisfied Senators afterward. 

Mr. MORRILL. There will be no difficulty about it. 

Mr. BECK. I only make the suggestion. I think it will facilitate 
our consideration of the bill. 

Mr. INGALLS. I should like to make one inquiry in regard to the 
desire of the Senator from Vermont about what is to be considered as 
the text of the bill. He states that the amendment of the committee 
is to be ed as the text of the bill. Do I understand by that that 
all that portion of the bill relating to internal-revenue taxes is to be 
excluded? 

Mr. MORRILL. No; it is included in the amendment. 

Mr. INGALLS. Some of the bill is printed in Italics as an amend- 
ment proper to the bill that came from the House; some remains stand- 
ing in Roman, which I understand has been agreed to by the Committee 
on Finance; and where we are to commence the reading of the bill I 
did not from the statement of the Senator understand. Is it on page 4, 
at line 24? 

Mr. ALLISON. We begin at the beginning of the bill. 

Mr. INGALLS. But the amendment of the Committee on Finance 
is to be regarded, as I understand, as the text of the bill. 
does that begin? 

Mr. MORRILL. I will say to the Senator from Kansas that the 
Committee on Finance treated the amendments made in the Senate as 
the text of the bill, and we have reported it identically as it passed the 
Senate so far as any action of the committee is concerned. The remain- 
ing sections of the bill, printed in Italics, are amendments proposed by 
the Senate Committee on Finance by way of addition. 

Mr. MORGAN. I desire to ask the Senator from Vermont whether 
he wishes now to go back over the action taken by the Senate at the 
last session upon the internal-revenue part of the bill? 

Mr. MORRILL. I sappose we shall have to read it and act upon it 
as we go along. 

Mr. SHERMAN. 
of it. 

Mr. MORRILL. There may besome amendments, perhaps, and there 
may not; I can not say. 

Mr. MORGAN. There is a question that probably will arise on this 
bill in the House of Representatives that perhaps it might be well 
enough for Senators to consider. I am apprehensive that the jurisdic- 
tion of the Senate to originate a bill upon the subject of taxation will 
be challenged in the House. 

Mr. MORRILL. There can be no doubt on that point. The provis- 
ion is plain and palpable that the Senate may make amendments to a 
revenue bill. 

Mr. MORGAN. There is no doubt about that. 

Mr. MORRILL. This is a revenue bill, and whether it relates to 
exfernal or internal revenue it is still a revenue bill. 

Mr. MORGAN. But if the bill goes back with amendments added 
to the bill which came to us from the House and the Senate insists or 
agrees that the entire fabric shall be considered as the text of the Sen- 
ate bill, the question would arise, it seems to me, whether that was not 
a new bill on the part of the Senate. 

Mr. MORRILL. We consider it as an amendment, but treat it in 
our consideration here for convenience as the text so as to admit of a 
double amendment. For instance, if the Senator from Kansas were to 
move an amendment, if it is thus treated, the Senator from Alabama 
can then move an amendment to the amendment. 

Mr. MORGAN. I have noobjection to the arrangement, it being con- 
sidered as a mere ment for the convenience of the Senate, not 
changing the character of the bill at all. 

Mr. MORRILL. Thatisall. We have reported 1 as anamendment. 

The PRESIDENT pro a The reading of the bill is dispensed 
with, and the Senator from Vermont has the floor. 

Mr. MORRILL. Mr. President, at the outset, permit me to say that 
the report of this bill by the Senate Committee on Finance has not been 
made in any spirit of antagonism to or competition with the Ways and 
Means Committee of the House; but, in view of the early termination 
of the present Congress, it has been made to secure with greater cer- 
tainty a reduction of a too abundant revenue, from both internal taxes 
and the tariff, by such timely consideration as would permit favorable 
action on the part of the Senate, as well of the House, betore the close 
of the present session. If, with all the other important measures press- 
ing upon our attention, we can wisely accomplish fhis, we shall have 
deserved credit at least for diligence and honest effort. 

The amendment reported from the Finance Committce has for its 
basis the report of the Tariff Commission, which all fair-minded men, 
whatever may be their theoretical opinions, must concede has been 
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and con, sufficiently attest their industry and good faith. I cordially 
bear my testimony, for whatever it may be worth, that a great part of 
their work is excellent, and all of it, as I believe, has been done con- 
scientiously. Having to deal with solargea subject, with so many in- 
terlaced or conflicting details, it would be wonderiul if, in the time lim- 
ited for the completion of their report, they had not made some errors 
or mistakes. Some of these it has been the aim of the committee te 
correct, and perhaps sometimes, inadvertently, to supplement. Of all 
this it will be for the Senate to judge. 

The internal-revenue tax, if the bill should become a law, will here- 
after be limited to spirits, beer, and tobacco, including snulf and cigars 
As we come to the amendment of the tariff it can not fail to be seen 
that a very substantial reduction is proposed, and in some cases possi- 
bly more radical than the future may justify. The reduction of th: 
rates on sugar, and on iron and steel, on cottons, and silks, and on woo! 
and woolens is large andemphatic. The free-list has also been consid 
erably increased. The reduction on the manufactures of paper, of bon 
nets and hats, on salt, on spices, caustic soda, aniline colors, and many 
other articles, is very pronounced. 

Sections 2907 and 2908 of the existing statutes require an addition to 
the cost or value of the imported articles, upon which ad valorem duties 
are to be computed, of the cost of inland transportation, of packages, and 
o* commissions. All this it is proposed to repeal, and this will of course 
cause a conspicuous reduction in many heavy articles, especially crock 
ery and china ware, but it will greatly simplify the work of the customs 
officers in the ascertainment of the precise amount upon which duties 
should be levicd. Without some compensation this change of the law 
would be very disastrous to the home industry in china and crockery 
ware, of which we import about one-half of the consumption of the coun 
try. The Tariff Commission, therefore, reported in favor of 15 per cent 
addition to the present rates of duty, but the Committee on Finance 
have reported an addition of only 10 percent. This will only leave this 
class of trade, it is believed, in its present condition. 

The revision of the statutes relating to the duties of collectors is very 
important, and in the judgment of the Committee on Finance is caleu 
lated to greatly simplify the machinery and the practical administration 
of custom-house business. 

In lieu of the bill presented by the Tariff Commission for the customs 
court in cases of appeal by importers from the decisions of the collectors, 
we have reported the bill pending in the Senate, as more thoroughly con 
sidered, more economical, and more satisfactory, even to the importers 
of New York, where 95 per cent. of all the contested cases occur. 

The repeal and reductions proposed of internal -revenue taxes are as 
follows, namely: 
Friction matches ........ 


ORE SR aS swahe iebienceipearenniilahioan . $3, 272,258 00 
Patent medicines, perfumery , Ac.............cc.csscccccreccsecesenececeeeees 1, ¥78, 395 56 
OE SESE SE x aveee 2,318,455 14 
| cn dpa nd diode damsioee baleobatlationenees 4,007,701 98 
Savings-bank deposits................... Bae tertnteee soe oe wae ene eae ee 88,400 47 
eo. oon cinieaisentancedenpube ph btumeabenspavestwanebody * 1, 138,340 87 
Savings-bank capital....... Siistionaae ii ; souseene 14,729 38 
iiinisschiovdsninetasentens , eeESsE: enna 12,818,281 40 
Add to these items the taxes collected by the Treasurer 

of the United States from national banks, as follows: 
National banks (capital)........... », 521,927 47 
National banks (deposits) ......................cceeseeseneee 437,774 su 
Makes a total derived from these sources of .. . 18,777, 983 67 
Special taxes.................00..++ BENS saree 3, 007, 905 0 
SNE LED LTTE 6,7 16,000 00 
BO isccccscavivesses 6, 258, 45 49 


Ate as ndaia dhideeni alicia tobe 


ths EERE Darron 34,790, 324 16 
In making an estimate of the amount of the reductions of revenue 
that will follow the proposed changes in the tariff no one can pretend 
to any absolute accuracy, but I have gone over the subject with some 
care, and basing my calculations upon the importations of 1542 [have 
reached the following results: 

Cottons estimated at 30 per cent.. ......... 





$3, 651, 000 
ee 5, 200, 000 
ST idddsccnicpananbnctnenpseteeesewes 3, 487, 005 
Wool and woolens................ccccccesscsseees ensiond ; 4,845, 000 
Inland transportation, 2) per cent. commissions and other charyes. 5, 409, 000 
SN uc tngeuuenacushuesoons siiiinindilaetiditateloeaiad 15, 500, 000 
in catakdaddhdickiiasdiieewsees 650, 000 
Other items............ SATS ; aaa 6, 286, 000 

£5, 49, 000 
To this add reductions on internal revenue 34,700, 34 
| Sr eee ae onan ee jaeacnbened 79, 809, 32A 


The estimated surplus by the Secretary of the Treasury is $74,719,897 
If a reduction of the letter postage should be made to 2 cents, as it 
may be, the loss of revenue has been estimated at $2,550,016. 
river and harbor bill has, I believe, been estimated for, and yet some 
appropriation may be made. An addition to the general appropria 
tion for pensions has been asked for, and beyond this, if the so-called 
‘“*forty-dollar pension bill’’ should be passed, how large a dem: 
would be created upon the Treasury I am unable to estimate. A | 
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increase of domestic sorghum sugar is likely to take the place of an 
equal amount of imported sugars. Again, if the increase of Hawaiian 
free sugar should be as great next year as for the past year the loss on 
dutiable sugar will be five million dollars instead of about three million 
andahalf. But without taking into the account any of these contingen- 
cies, which certainly indicate their coming by the shadows visible in their 
front, there will be a positive deficit in the estimated amount of reve- 
nue required to meet the expenditures of the Government, unless much 
larger importations shall be received from which the revenue from cus- 
toms can be largely increased. It is true also that the coinage of the 
silver dollar is likely to continue, and this will absorb at least $24,000, - 
000, or render that amount practically unavailable. 

Under these circumstanees the sudden reduction of so large an amount 
of the national revenues at a single blow, as proposed, is surely quite 
as far as prudence will allow us to go, and possibly further. 

We must not conceal from ourselves that so general a change to lower 
duties, carrying a downfall in values, will seriously affect those with 
stocks on hand, and the doors we also open to labor abroad will to some 
extend shut out labor at home. Some industries, it is to be feared, can 
not be maintained except by a reduction of wages. Already some large 
iron establishments are shut up, and in Philadelphia alone 10,000 looms 
are said to be idle. There has been an overproduction in other articles 
than whisky, and nowhere more extravagant than in the 11,000 miles of 
railroad builtin 1882. Storm-signals of late have been frequently visible 
in the financial horizon. Those who believe that monetary crises are 
periodical now fear the decennial return of that of 1873. Without 
being myself a croaker, I yet frankly say that if there is any proposi- 
tion in the present bill which it shall be made to appear will crush any 
legitimate enterprise, or degrade labor, I shall feel at liberty to do what 
I can to correct it. 

The existing rates of duty upon imports are no doubt beyond the re- 
quirements of the Government and should be carefully reduced, but I 
think very exaggerated reports of these rates have sometimes been made 
which should be corrected by a simple statement of facts. The aver- 
age rate upon the importations of dutiable merchandise is a small frac- 
tion over 42 per cent. ad valorem, and upon both dutiable and free it 
would amount to 30 per cent. and a small fraction. This is much less 
than it has been frequently represented. 

Our foreign export trade in 1882 amounted to $733,239,732, or less 
than one-seventh of our trade in home manufactures alone. Whichof 
these great branches of national industry most deeply concerns the wel- 
fare of our people? The economists of the day separate on this line. 
One part believes that home trade deserves foremost consideration. 
Another part just as honestly believes that our export trade is most de- 
serving attention. 

Would it be well, however, to increase our foreign imports of manu- 
factures by an equal diminution of domestic products? Wecan not find 
® market abroad for manufactures, any more than we can for corn and 
wheat, unless we offer them at a lower price than they are offered in 
any other quarter of the world. Our own markets must be supplied 
and everstocked before we can have much to carry abroad. Nor can 
we have a large export of manufactures until American wages are re- 
duced to the level of all competitors. That day may come, but I should 
regard it as a great misfortune ifany act of mine could ever be construed 
to have contributed to that result. 

At the present time almost every article of manufactures, including 
household goods, tools of trade, and agricultural implements, are obtain- 
able at an immense reduction from former prices, but the wages of work- 
ingmen have been more than doubled. With this increase of wages the 
farmer gets twice as much for his corn and wheat as they formerly 
brought, and twice as much for his fat ox. 

The memory of every Senator here might furnish examples to show 
how greatly the cost of innumerable articles of manufactures has been 
diminished within the limits of their own experience, and American 
energy, with American machinery and a great multitude of abor-saving 
inventions, has grandly contributed to this result. The nail-machine, 
the sewing-machine, the forging-machine remind us of some of the 
miracles accomplished in the processes of cheapening productions, as 
much as the cotton-gin, the reaper, or the mower. Eliminate theshare 
which belongs to Americans in manufactures since the date of our in- 
dependence, and who would be able to compute the loss to ourselves or 
to the world? The blanks would be almost incalculable, and more 
grievous to be borne than all of the lost arts from the time of Homer to 
the era of the Pharaohs. 

The cost of living to-day for the ordinary necessaries of life upon the 
scale which contented our fathers forty years ago would show a reduc- 
tion of nearly one-half.. Anything now in excess of that would be due 
to greater indulgence in comforts and conveniences, or in luxuries and 
more extravagant habits. It is a long step from the log-cabin and 
pewter plates to the brown stone frontand china dinner-ware, but the 
substantial home comforts of all sorts and conditions of men were never 
more abundant than here and now, never to be had at so small a cost 
of labor or money. As a nation no other is more prosperous. 

The great question to be answered as to the protective-tariff policy in 
our country is, whether under it we have prospered and made reason- 
able progress or not. If we have it isa success. This is to be judged 





by the increase of manufactures in quantity and quality and the re- 
duction of cost. Let us remember that as colonies of Great Britian we 
were hardly permitted to manufacture anything, noteven wool hats nor 
hob-nails. Upon our separation from our mother-in-law the hearts or 
all patriots beat loudly in favor of changing our industrial condition 

and favored absolute independence for all of the necessaries of life. Be 
yond this our revenue necessities afforded opportunity and justified 
affirmative discrimination in favor of American manufactures. South 
Carolina, as well as Virginia and Massachusetts, were all soon united in 
this policy. In spite of some dark clouds and interludes of neglect, 
manufactures have had seasons of refreshing sunshine and of positive 
favor. If, therefore, under these circumstances, notalwaysstable, manu- 
factures have visibly prospered, have grown in quantity and quality, 
and gained in beauty as well as in utility—and who will deny the facta— 
then our protective tariff has been a success for which every American 
has reason to be proud. If any fraction of our people at home reject 
these conclusions, they will be effectually answered by our competitors 
abroad, who deplore our advancing skill, imitate our goods, and per- 
sistently seek to supplant us in a field under our own vine and fig tree, 
where they had fondly hoped to gain a perpetual monopoly. 

I am unwilling to weary the Senate with statistics, abundant as they 
are, and which so often cut the largest figure in small arguments; but 
are we not now supplying more than 50,000,000 of people with a much 
larger proportion of their annual consumption of manufactures, e1 
bracing the chief necessaries of life, than we were able to do in Tesd¥ 
Then our population was 23,191,876 and our entire production of man- 
ufactures was only to the amount of $1,019,106,616. In 1880, with a 
population of over 50,000,000, the whole production of manufactares 
was five times greater, or $5,369,579,191; and of all this we were able 
to consume over five thousand millions at home. In this respect our 
rivals, to use the phrase of the race-course, are nowhere. 

This shows a magnificent increase of manufactures by American ar 
tisans, and demonstrates not only the extent of their industry but their 
genius and capacity for a large and diversified industry. Notwithstand- 
ing this decennial exhibit of our home manufactures and our ability 
to use them, we import very liberally, because we are able to pay for 
them, manufactures of all sorts from foreign countries. Of manu- 
factured articles we imported very largely in 1873, or to the amount of 
$407,337,049; but did not that contribute to the disasters of the year? 
In 1878 such imports fell to $257,511,418, and that was the year when 
our prosperity again revived. I regret to say that our imports of for- 
eign manufactures the past year exceed even the amount for 1873, being 
$456, 142,793. 

Without American flour some part of the world would be compelied 
to accept for their daily food oat-meal or corn-meal mush. Withong 
our petroleum, the poor man’s light, thousands of homes would have to 
return to tallow candles and whale oil. Without our cotton half of the 
world might, like the ancient Romans, be left shirtless. 

I have no time to prepare a carefully studied speech, and have 
only hastily endeavored, without going into the details respecting each 
article, to give some idea of the general character of the measure and 
how it will affect the revenues of the country. But I hope I shall be 
pardoned if I venture to occupy the attention of the Senate a few mo- 
ments longer in some observations that to me seem called for, from the 
obvious fact that many of our industries will soon be compelled—pushed 
in some degree by the present measure—to seek the highest skill and 
the greatest economy in order to command success or to maintain their 
existence. 

Forty years ago English manufactures had a good deal of character for 
their solidity and durability, and, it should be added, for their clum- 
siness and lack of artistic finish. Their broadcloths and carpets were 
stout and the colors were generally fast, but they were inferior in style 
and finish to the goods from France, Belgium, or even from Germany; 
and their pottery and hardware pyro to be made for markets sup- 
plied with nothing else, and too ugly ever to be copied. 

Since their adoption of the theory of free trade many of their pao- 
ductions have changed somewhatin character, but apparently notalways 
for the better, except when pushed by sharp competition. English wn- 
bition has been largely satisfied with aiming at abundance and cheapneaa, 
and shows little improvement in positive merits or in the style and 
taste of production. Their conservatism clings to big wigs and W 
ton boots after the world has ceased to stare at them. 

In the United States, on the contrary, where protection now prevails, 
the effort has been to advance as much in the beauty of our manufact- 
ures as in their abundance, as much in utility as in cheapness, and each 
has kept almost an equal pace. We have had to make in all respects 
more attractive goods in order to supplant foreign competition and to 
satisfy home consumers. There is always some prejudice in favor of 
articles brought from afar, and therefore American manufactures had to 
be cheaper as well as more useful and handsomer than similar articles 
imported, or they found no sale. 

In quality and beauty of workmanship we may modestly claim that 
in many branches of hardware, glassware, silver-ware, furnitune, loco- 
motives, and in clocks, watches, jewelry, and many other articles, we 
hold acreditable rank with any of the workshops of the world. Of some 
of these articles the production begins to exceed the home demand, and 
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for any excess a market has to be found abroad. The work turned out 
frem original American designs is slowly winning its way to favor. 

When Mr. Gladstone recently wanted to make a present toa forester 
of an ax, he did not seek for one of English make, but found and pre- 
sented an American ax. This is not a solitary instance where Ameri- 
can workmanship is marching to the front. Who wears here anything 
better than an American watch? Where is the railroad which prefers 
any other than an American locomotive ? 

Of course, as a new world we are bare of the great examples in the 
finearts which have been handed down through all past ages. One hun- 
dred ‘yearsago the American continent was represented by very few peo- 
ple and by very little wealth. Our ancestors came here to hew out with 
their own hands a home in the wilderness. It would hardly be ex- 
pected that we could present examples in poetry, music, statuary, and 
painting, or even in the mechanic arts, of equal abundance and merit 
compared with those of nations whose culture reaches back to the age 
of the Cesars. The advantage of other nations, even for the last one 
hundred years, must be conceded. As Mr. Burke said, we were ‘‘in 
the gristle,”’ while they were hardened in the bone of manhood. We 
were destitute of capital, while they had hereditary wealth, and with 
it had many of the best examples of the masterpieces in all the arts of 
antiquity, and yet were their achievements to be limited to productions 
within the period of our growth the differences would be marvelously 
curtailed. When we call for great names in any direction of the fine 
arts instantly the great masters of the past rise up and rush to the front, 
leaping over all modern heads in Europe as well as in America, and we 
see that later times are but sparingly decorated by the few to whom pub- 
lic opinion awards the rank of undisputed eminence. Among these we 
may claim some share of representatives. Until recently we can not be 
said to have had any surplus with which to support or patronize fine 
arts, for the reason that it has all been wanted *‘ for human nature’s 
daily use,’ for works of immediate and practical utility. And yet 
Americans will be found to have made respectable contributions to the 
list of modern names not born to die. But in the great field of useful 
arts, of human labor-saving inventions, which tender ‘the greatest 
happiness to the greatest number,’’ we have shown no lack of genius 
that should keep us dependent upon foreign skill for all that is excep- 
tionally and beautiful in manufactures. 

Recently it has been found necessary to establish schools of technology 
and of art-in Great Britain as well as in the United States, to equip in- 
dustrial establishments with an independent staff competent to furnish 
designs and drawings for various manufactures, with all the attractive 
conditions of fresh and artistic patterns which annual changes of trade 
and fashions demand. In this race England is now making a heroic 
struggle, such as no other phase of education has prompted; but we 
have the advantage of a broader system of common schools, from which 
reeruits to these training schools more naturally ascend. It is vastly 
important that we should take care not to be distanced by inattention 
to these special fields of instruction. 

I have made these observations because, as it appears to me, we are 
now at that stage of p where we must reach up for the highest 
and most difficult tasks. Articles of ordinary workmanship are abun- 
dant everywhere, and there is a demand for something better, something 
of rare merit, for which better prices are always offered. Our own 
home competition is becoming so great in the production of ordinary or 
common mannfactures, that some parties must give way, or they must 
advance to a finer or higher class of goods. To find a ready market the 
best products possible must invariably be brought forth. Success is 
now mainly to be achieved in any branch of manufactures by superior 
teshnical skill and by establishing a name that will carry with it a 
guaranty of unsurpassed excellence. 

I do not wish to set the example of making a long speech, notwith- 
standing the remarkable patience with which all Senators daily feel 
bound to listen, and I will conclude by saying that if Senators are in 
earnest about having any reduction of taxes and of the tariff, their 

co-operation is absolutely necessary to bring about that result. 
If the work is done at this session of Congress it must be done promptly. 
As we proceed with the bill, if easy questions are asked in explanation, 
I shall answer with great pleasure; if harder questions are asked, | 
shall either step aside for my colleagues on the committee to come to 
the front, or I shall retreat behind the words of old Sam Johnson, when 
asked by a lady how he came to make the blunder in his dictionary as 
to the description of the pastern joint of the horse, responded, ‘‘Sheer 
ignorance, madam.”’ 

The Principal Legislative Clerk proceeded to read the bill, beginning 
on page 3, line 18 of section 3, with the clause: 

That the taxes herein fied im the laws now in f be 
— a as vn wd de tame dag ‘orce be, and the 

Mr. ALLISON. The first amendment is the striking out of the words 

from line 3 of section 1 down to and including line 17 of section 3, on 


3. 
Mr, BECK. Let me understand. Is it assumed that we are to go 


over the internal-revenue part of this bill again which the Senate once 
passed on ? 


Mr. ALLISON. We must do it in form, because our record shows 





that this whole bill was recommitted to the Committee on Finance and 
every amendment passed by the Senate at the last session fell by that 
recommitment. Of course it will not take much time to go on in this 
way. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The first amendment of the Com 
mittee on Finance will be read. 

The PRINCIPAL LEGISLATIVE CLERK. It is proposed to strike out 
from line 3 of section 1 to line 17 of section 3, in the following words: 

That on and after the passage of this act, except as hereinafter provided, the 
taxes herein specified imposed by the internal-revenue laws now in foree be, and 
the same are hereby, repealed, namely: The stamp-tax on bank-checks, drafts, 
orders, and vouchers; the tax on the capital and deposits of banks and bankers 
under section 3408 of the Revised Statutes of the United States as amended; the 
tax on the capital and deposits of national banks under section 5214 of said Re 
vised Statutes, not including the taxes on the capital and deposits of said banks, 
bankers, and national banks for the six months’ period ending in the case of 
national banks on the 30th day of June, 1882, and in the case of other banks and 
bankers on the 3lst day of May, 1882; the tax on matches, perfumery, medicinal 


preparations, and other articles imposed by Schedule A, following section 3437 
of said Revised Statutes. 


Sec. 2. That from and after the Ist day of May, 1883, dealers in leaf-tobacco 
shall pay $12; dealers in manufactured tobacco shall pay $2.49; all manufact- 
urers of tobacco shall pay $; manufacturers of cigars shall pay %; peddlers of 
tobacco, snuff, and cigars shall pay special taxes as follows: peddlers of the first 
class as now detined by law shall pay $50; peddlers of the second class shall pay 
$15; peddlers of the third class shall pay $7.20; and peddlers of the fourth close 
shall pay $3.60. Retail dealers in leaf-tobacco shall pay $250, and 30 cents for each 
dollar on the amount of their monthly sales in excess of the rate of $0, 

Sec. 3. That on cigars which shall be manufactured and sold, or removed for 
consumption or use, there shall be assessed and collected the following taxes, to 
be paid by the manufacturer thereof: On cigars of all discriptions, made of to- 
bacco or any substitute therefor, M per thousand; on cigarettes weighing not 
more than three pounds per thousand, 75 cents per thousand: on cigarettes 
weighing more than three pounds per thousand, $4 per thousand : Provided, That 
on all original unbroken packages of checks, matches, cigars, cheroots, and 
cigarettes held by manufacturers or dealers on the passage of this act, upon 
which the tax has been paid, there shall be allowed a rebate or drawback of the 
full amount of the reduction. It shall be the duty of the Commissioner of In- 
ternal Revenue, with the approval of the Secretary of the Treasury, to adopt 
such rules and regulations and to preseribe and furnish such blanks and formes 
as may be necessary to carry this act into effect. 

Mr. ALLISON. That is the first amendment. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The question is on the amendment 
of the committee striking out these words. 

Mr. MAHONE. What section is that? 

The PRESIDENT protempore. 'Theamendmentistostrike out, from 
line 3 of section 1 to line 17 of section 3, the words just read 

Mr. SHERMAN. These amendments are merely formal. 

The amendment was agreed to. 

The next amendment of the Committee on Finance was, after the 
word ‘‘namely,’’ in line 20, to strike out the following words: 

The taxes now imposed by law on snuff and manufactured tobacco on and 
after January 1, 1883, and from and after that date the tax on snuff and manu- 
factured tobacco shall be 12 cents per pound, and. 

The amendment was agreed to. 

Mr. PLATT. I do not know exactly the understanding with relation 
to the reading of this bill and the offering of amendments to #. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The committee amendments are first 
to be acted on. 

Mr. ALLISON. No; if the Chair will allow me, the understanding 
is that this bill shall be considered by sections, all amendments being 
offered to sections as we go along, and after a section is passed it is not 
to be returned to except by unanimous consent, unless there is some- 
thing in that section which relates to what shall follow. Thai is the 
understanding, I think. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. 
tions. 

Mr. PLATT. Mr. Presidente—— 

Mr.SHERMAN. I believe I made the suggestion about having an 
understanding; but my suggestion was intended to be confined by me to 
thetariff sections. Ithink the mode now mentioned ought to be adopted 
in that respect; but I think in regard to the internal-revenue part 
the bill the amendments of the committee ought to be acted upon, and 
then we can reserve final action until after we get through with the tarifl 
sections. Every one familiar with the practical detailsof this bill knows 
that the text of the internal-revenue sections will depend on the action 
of the Senate upon the tariff sections; and it seems to me it would be 
better to act on the amendments of the committee first, and then after 
we get through with the tariff sections return, leaving those sections re- 
lating to internal revenue open for amendment; otherwise we shall make 
no progress. 

I desire myself to move to strike out a proviso which will lead to 
considerable debate, probably for a day, and Senators all around me 
desire to offer amendments to the sections in regard to the internal 
revenue; and if we follow the ordinary rule and act upon the amend- 
ments of the committee first upon the internal-revenue sections, leav- 
ing them open for future amendments to be offered by any Senator, and 
then proceed to act on the tariff sections seriatim by clauses, we shall 
progress more rapidly. 

Mr. PLATT. I rose for the purpose of saying that at some time I 
desired to offer an amendment to this bill which should repeal the tax 
on the circulation of national banks as well as on capital and deposits, 


The bill is being considered by sec- 
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and this seems to be the spot where the amendment should be intro- 
duced. I have some statistics which I should desire to use in the ad- 
vocacy of the amendment, which are not here to-day, and I do not wish 
to lose my opportunity to move the amendment by failing to give notice 
of it at this time. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. Generally the amendments of the 
committee reporting a bill are first acted on, and then any other amend- 
ments to the bill are received. It can be understood that the internal- 
revenue portion of this bill shall be considered under the ordinary rule 
while the tariff sections shall be considered by clauses. 

Mr. MORRILL. The Senator from Delaware [Mr. BAYARD] is not 
present, and I know that he desires to be here when some of these sec- 
tions are considered, and I should like to reserve the privilege of going 
back to some of these sections referred to by the Senator from Ohio. 

Mr. SHERMAN, I will move that on so much of the bill as relates 
to internal revenue the amendments of the committee shall be acted on, 
leaving the whole bill open for general amendment after the tariff sec- 
tions are gone through with. 

Mr. COCKRELL. Will the Senator speak a little louder, or let us 
have better order in the Senate? 

Mr. SHERMAN. I will move in order to expedite business that the 
sections in regard to internal revenue be considered in the ordinary way, 
that the amendments of the committee shall be acted upon and then 
we pass to the tariff sections and go through with them seriatim, clause 
by clause, with the privilege of any Senator after the tariff sections are 
disposed of to move any amendments to the internal-revenue sections 
in the ordinary way. 

Mr. BECK. I hope that will be done. It will save us an immense 
amount of labor, and we shall be better able to know what we can do 
with the internal revenue after we have passed on the tariff. 

Mr. SHERMAN, ‘That is the purpose I have in view. 

Mr. COCKRELL, I shall most earnestly protest against it, and I 
am sure the Senator from Kentucky will not agree to it when he un- 
derstands the effect. When we come to the tariff portion of this bill it 
is all amendment, and if we adopt it we can not amend it any more. 

Mr. SHERMAN. That has already been provided for. 

Mr. BECK. One word. The Senator from Missouri is mistaken. 
We are to pass upon the tariff amendments item by item, and they are 
to be amended, and amendments to them can be amended, so that there 
can be discussion had upon each item. That is clearly the understand- 


ing. 

Mr. BUTLER. Is not this the first reading of the bill ? 

Mr. BECK. We are on the first reading of the bill. 

Mr. BUTLER. Am I to understand that after the bill has been read 
and amended we can not go back and amend itagain? That is the con- 
struction of the Senate, I believe. 

Mr. MORRILL. We could in the Senate, but not in Committee of 
the Whole. 

Mr. BUTLER. I object to any arrangement which will cut off op- 
portunity to amend this bill. 

Mr. SHERMAN. If theSenator from South Carolina heard me, the 
plan which has been proposed is to open the widest possible door to 
amendments. The proposition which I made some time ago was that 
the tariff amendment, all that follows after page 6, shall be considered 
as the text of the bill open to double amendment—first an amend- 
ment to this committee amendment, and then an amendment to that 
amendment. 

Mr. BUTLER. On the first reading? 

Mr. SHERMAN. Yes, sir; on the first reading. We have 
one reading informally and are upon a formal reading of the bill now; 
and in order to avoid all controversey I will move. that the internal-rev- 
enue sections be left open, and to prevent the Senate being precluded 
from amending the amendments that the committee propose that they 
be left open; also that we pass over for the present informally the in- 
ternal-revenue sections and proceed to the tariff clauses. 

Mr. WILLIAMS. I should like the Senator from Ohio to tell us the 
necessity of passing over the portion of the bill relative to internal rev- 
enue. Why not take it up and act on it? 

Mr. SHERMAN. In the first place the Senator from Delaware [Mr. 
BAYARD] desires to be here and he is detained, and out of courtesy te 
him we propose to pass over that part of the bill. That is one reason. 
We can not determine the rates of internal-revenue taxation until we 
have disposed of the tariff sections. When we see what the Senate is 
prepared to do with the tariff we can then better dispose of the inter- 
nal-revemue sections, which are matters of less controversy. 

Mr. WILLIAMS. On the contrary, I think the country at this time 
deems it much more important to reduce internal revenue than anything 
in the tariff portion of the bill. There are now in this city the repre- 
sentatives of interests particularly affected by the internal-revenue sec- 
tions—the tobacco men of the country, for instance. 

} I appeal to theSenator from Kentucky. Ishould 
utterly d r of any attempt to pass this tariff bill or succeed in this 
effort to reduce taxation if we have got to go back and debate all the 
ie ema eee revenue that we considered at the last session. 

internal-revenue question was debated ad nauseum at the last session. 





Mr. WILLIAMS. For that very reason I should think we are pre- 
pared to vote on it. 

Mr. SHERMAN. No, we are prepared to debate that over again; 
and if we the tariff until that is disposed of we shall have great 
difficulty in making The Committee on Finance have taken 
this bill in regard to internal-revenue taxes precisely as the Senate leit 
it at the last session. Although members of that committee, and a 
majority of the committee, were opposed to some of the amendments 
adopted at the last session in regard to internal revenue, yet in defer- 
ence to the judgment of the Senate as then shown the bill has been 
reported as to internal revenue precisely as the Senate left it. 

Mr. JOHNSTON. Does the Senator from Ohio understand that the 
tariff amendment is to be acted on to the exclusion of the internal-rev- 
enue question ? 

Mr. SHERMAN. Not atall. Wesimply propose to pass over the 
internal-revenue part of the bill for the present, until we go through 
the tariff question upon which there has been no discussion yet, and 
then to come back to the internal-revenue clauses which will then be 


open to amendment. 
Mr. JOHNSTON. Why can not we settle the internal revenue first ? 
Mr. SHERMAN. I have stated the reasons, first because a gentle- 


man who takes a great interest in the subject is not here, and next, be- 
cause we have already discussed every feature and phase of the internal 
revenue. Now itis proposed to go on and consider the tariff question, 
dispose of it, and then come back to the internal-revenue sections and 
debate them. I submit that motion merely to expedite the considera- 
tion of the bill. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The Senator from Ohio moves that 
the tariff part of this bill be taken up first, and after that is finished 
that then the Senate recur back to the internal-revenue part. 

Mr. JOHNSTON. I will agree to that with the understanding that 
it shall not impose any restriction at allon the right of offering amend- 
ments to the internal-revenue portion of the bill. 

Mr. SHERMAN. There is no restriction at all. 

Mr. BECK. It is forthe purpose of giving, I will say, to the Sena- 
tor from Virginia all the opportunity he wants that we propose this. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The question is on the motion of the 
Senator from Ohio [Mr. SHERMAN]. 

The motion was to. 

Mr. FRYE. I desire to offer an amendment, which I should like to 
have printed, to a section of the pending bill. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. It will be received and ordered to be 
printed. The Secretary will now commence to read the tariff portion 
of this bill. 

The ACTING SECRETARY. ‘‘Section 5'’—— 

Mr. BECK. I am not going to inflict aspeech on theSenate. I had 
nothing to say so long as only internal-revenue matters were being con- 
sidered, but I feel it due to myself as a member of the Finance Com- 
mittee to say a few words relative to the work of the Tariff Commission 
which is now before us, so that Senators may understand it, or at least 
have my views of its value, as I differ very radically with the Senator 
from Vermont. He thinks its work was well done; I think ft is full of 
incongruities and false pretenses carefully concealed under plausible 

texts. : 

It is unfortunate that three of the leading members on this side of 
the House who are members of the Finance Committee, the Senator 
from Delaware [Mr. BAYARD], the Senator from Tennessee {Mr. HAn- 
RIS], and the Senator from New Jersey [Mr. McPHERSON], are all nec- 
essarily absent now. Forthatreason I think it incumbent on me to say 
a few words relative to the work the committee has had to consider. 
I think we have improved the bill of the commission in many regards. 

In revising the work of the commission, it will be observed that the 
bill now before the Senate is divided into three We are ap- 
proaching the first and the most important. The part 3s really the 
only subject that was committed to the commission; that is, the ques- 
tion of duties and the free-list. The second part of the bill, which be- 
gins at line 2220, on page 97, and ends at the bottom of page 131, being 
a bill regulating the machinery of collection, was not a question spe 
cially submitted to the Tariff Commission; but itis a valuable 
ment, imperfect, I think, in some regards, especially as it destroys sev- 
eral of the checks on thecollectorsat ports like New York, now provided 
for in the revision by the naval officer and in other important regards, 
but it is an improvement on the whole, which was suggested by the 
Treasury Department to regulate and improve the machinery of collect- 
ing our revenues. 

While the Tariff Commission properly made it part of their report it 
was no part of their work. The commission saw fit also to submit a 
bill arranging a court for the trial of customs cases. That was rejected 
by the Committee on Finance, and a bill which was reported by the 
committee to the Senate last summer was substituted in its piace; its 
provisions will be found beginning at the bottom of page 151, being 
all from section 9 to the end of the bill. 

So the real work of the Tariff Commission for which they are 
to be either blamed or credited is embraced in the matter beginning 
w.h the tariff schedule on page 7, down to line 2220. The Senator 
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from Vermont [Mr. MorRIL1] has taken occasion to say that that com- 
mission has done its work very well. I am sorry to repeat that in 


many I am not able to agree with him. The portion of the 
machinery to which I have referred is pretty well done. The court 
matter we The main work of the commission will have to 
be very examined. 


The two pf I hold in my hand contain over 2,600 printed pages 
of statements taken or laid before the commission; but I fail to observe 
that they have followed in any essential regard the views of anybody 
who have made statements before them. ‘Those statements might as 
well have been filed with the Committee on Ways and Means of the 
House or the Committee on Finance of the Senate as to have been taken 
before the commission, so far as any effect they seem to have had upon 
the schedules presented is concerned, except, as Senators will observe, 
a pretty careful and sometimes pretty vicious cross-examination by the 
commissioners of anybody who differed with them in their particular 
views in regard to a high protective tariff. That is all which appears 
in the statements beyond what would have appeared if they had been 
merely filed before the commission. 

As to the sehedules now presented, beginning with the schedule of 
chemicals and going clear through the list, unless I am incorrectly in- 
formed, mostof their main features were prepared by men who represented 
those special interests, and sought to get all the advantage they could 
outofthem. They form the basisofthe bill. The classilications under 
existing laws are radically changed, and in many regards these changes 
often increase duties where duties ought to be lowered, indeed where it 
is alleged that they are. Schedules are adjusted, I repeat, so as to 
enable men who are engaged in those particular industries to collect 
from the consumers of their products much larger sums than are now 
collected upon many important articles, and new subjects of taxation 
are added, some of them at high rates of duty, by those gentlemen for 
no other purpose that I can see except to enable the producers of them 
to charge very high rates. Ican not go over many of them, time would 
fail me. I can illustrate by a few. 

For example, if Senators will turn to page 9 of the large bill that we 
had before us, giving present and proposed rates, they will seeamong the 
items to be added an important item not a subject of specific taxation 
now, at line 577: 

Armor, or other plate, iron or steel, or combination of iron and steel, finished 
or unfinished, not less than one and a half inches thick, 2) cents per pound. 

Or $50 per ton specificduty. Nobody other than the United States 
in all probability will ever need articles of that sort. In conjunction 
with other bills now being discussed at the other end of the Capitol, 
and which will likely be pressed here, to give rebate for ships built out 
of American material, the result will be that somebody may succeed in 
puttingin material taxed at $50a ton, whichsum he will obtain asadraw- 
back out of the Treasury for every ton of that character of iron he puts 
into ships of the United States or builds here for eur foreign trade. 
That is only a specimen. 

Mr. WILLIAMS. What schedule is that? 

Mr. BECK. Iron and steel. The iron schedule will, I think, be 
found to be the worst of all. When Senators come to it I think they 
will find it most carefully arranged so as to take something out of 
nearly everybody’s pocket to enrich a few men. Another specimen, on 
page 8, is this provision: 

Steel i co: n , blooms iy ’ ‘ 
matic, Thomes-Giichrise, basic, Siemens Martin, open, hearth, or by ony other 

except the crucible process, weighing not less than five hundred pounds 
each and measuring not less than 5 inches square nor less than 5 inches in least 


diameter of cross-section of the ingots, ingots, or blooms, not less than 5 
inches in thickness nor 10 inches in width of the slabs: six-tenths of 1 cent per 


That is reasonable, apparently. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The Chair would say to the Senator 
from Ker thatthe Senate can not understand his quotations. This 
bill is differently paged from the one he is using. 

Mr. BECK. I know it is, we did not report back the bill of the com- 
mission as such, but all the Senators have the schedulethat I hold in 
my hand; much of this is left out in the bill reported by the Finance 
Committee. I am showing what they proposed to do, and have to use 
their work as submitted, to do so. 

Mr. SHERMAN. The Senator is mistaken. He is reading from a 
table of which there are no copies except the few that were printed for 
the Committee on Finance. 

Mr. BECK. No, sir. All I now read is in the bill accompanying 
the report of the commission and is part of their recommendation to us. 
I am now reviewing the work of the Tariff Commission. We have 
stricken out a good many of the things that the commission saw fit to 
put into their bill; but when we are told that the work of this Tariff 
Commission was well done and reduced taxes largely, as they tell us 
themselves—(I will read a little from their report presently )—was in 
the interest of reduction and against the enormous war tariff which we 
have been struggling in vain so long to reduce, and that consumers 
were to be better off under the tariff they proposed than they are now, 
they made a plausible report, one that I confess at first deceived me. 
I want the Senate to understand what they in fact did, much of their 
work being exactly the reverse of what they said they had done, and I 





said that they simply transferred the arrangement of the tariff to the 
men who are personally interested in making money out of these sched 

ules, leading men connected with each one takimg their particular 
schedule and fixing it up to suit themselves, the commiasion only 
throwing them together and handing the result to us as their work. 1 
give it as my epinion that they have done very little intelligent work 
in detail. They have allowed interested parties to frame the bill. 1 
hope Senators will examine it item by item, and see for themselves 
how far the facts sustain my conclusions. 

When I was interrupted I had read as to the Bessemer steel metal, 
at the top of page 8, providing that the articles, if they weighed over 
five hundred pounds each, and measured not less than five inches square, 
were to be admitted at a duty of six-tenths of 1 cent a pound. ‘Then, 
on the top of page 11, there is this other clause: 

Steel ingots, cogged ingots, blooms, and slabs, weighing less than five hundred 
pounds each— 

They divided them at five hundred pounds— 
and measuring less than 5 inches square, or less than 5 inches in greatest diame 
ter of cross-section of the ingots, cogged ingots, or blooms, and leas than 5 inches 
in thickness or less than 10 inches in width of the slabs; die blocks or blanks; 
billets and bars and tapered or beveled bars; bands, strips, and sheets of all 
gauges and widths; plates of all thicknesses and widths; steamer, crank, and 
other shafis; wrist or crank-pins; connecting-rods and piston-rods, pressed 
sheared, or stamped shapes, or blanks of sheet or plate steel, or combination af 
steel and iron, punched or not punched; hammer molds or swaged steel; gun 
molds not in bars; alloys used as substitutes forsteel tools; all descriptions and 
shapes of dry sand, loam, or iron molded steel castings; all of the above valued 
at 5 cents per pound or less, per pqund 2 cents. 

Two cents, instead of six-tenths of 1 cent, or at the rate of $44.80 per 
ton. Then at the bottom of page 12, which is away off so far that per- 
haps it was expected that its connection would not be observed, the tol 
lowing proviso appears: : 

Provided, That all metal produced from iron or its ores, which is cast and mat 
leable, of whatever description or form, without regard to the percentage of cur- 
bon contained therein, whether produced by cementation, or converted, cast, or 
made from iron, or its ores, by the crucible, Bessemer, pneumatic, Thomas-Gil 
christ, basic, Siemens-Martin, or open-hearth process, or by the equivalent of 
either, or by the combination oftwo or more of the processes, or their equivalents, 
or by any fusion or other process which produces from iron or its ores a metal 
either granular or fibrous in structure, which is castand malleable, excepting what 
is known as malleable-iron castings, shall be classed and denominated as steel. 

What is the meaning of these provisions taken together? That all 
the blooms, ingots, slabs, &c., of Bessemer steel which weigh less than 
five hundred pounds, one-fourth of a ton, and are Jess than 5 inches 
square (though six-tenths of 1 cent is ample protectionif they weigh over 
that), shall pay 2 cents a pound, or $44.80 a ton, as the careful pro- 
vision at the bottom of page 12 makes Bessemer steel and all blooms, 
ingots, slabs, &c., of that metal to be counted as steel. They have made 
it $44.80 a ton instead of six-tenths of 1 centa pound by the three care- 
fully inserted provisions, each apart from the other, and,said nothing in 
their report to indicate that they had made any such provisions or 
changes either as to armor or Bessemer products, 

What is the effect of that? Ingots, blooms, slabs, to-day cost $20 per 
ton freeon board ship, so that the tariff proposed by this intricate method 
to be put upon Bessemer steel ingots and blooms is 224 per cent., and 
on billets worth $30 a ton the tax will be $150 or more. 

I have a paper in my pocket handed to me to-day, a carefully prepared 
one, showing the increase the commission have made on cotton-ties from 
35 per cent. up toover 100 per cent. ‘They have increased the tax on the 
barbed-wire fence material from 35 per cent. up to over 80 per cent. 
They have made 1 cent a pound instead of one-half cent a pound the pres- 
ent duty on the rods out of which a great many of our chains are made. 
They have changed the cotton schedule so as to give the cotton manu- 
facturers whatever protection they asked upon what things they desire 
protection on, and upon things that are cheap, where they do not need 
any, they have cut itdown. I have a statement in my hand showing 
where they have increased largely, by a change of classification, ou steel, 
which was prepared I believe in New York at the custom-house. I will 
present it: 

Statement showing the actual percentage of quantities on specified values of 
imported cast-steel, from which it will be seen that the bulk is of the value of 
five to seven and nine to eleven cents per pound : 

Under two and one-half cents per pound, nil; two and one-half to five cents 
per pound, 1} per cent.; five to seven cents per pound, 19) per cent. 

That is increased. 

Seven to nine cents per pound, 3} per cent. 

They do not care for that; that is not big enough. 

Nine to eleven cents— 





=] 


They have increased from 59 to 81 per cent. tax, and of that class 67) 
per cent. of all we consume comes in; so that in that case and in many 
others, while the bill is carefully prepared with a plausible appearance 
of a reduction of the tax upon many of the great, leading, essential arti 
cles, there is a heavy increase even on the present war tariff that the 
commission saw fit to say ought not to last any longer. Let me read a 
little of what they said. I confess they deceived me. It is as plausi 
bly written a report as I ever saw: 

It would seem that the rates of duties under the existing tariff-—fixed for the 


most part during the war under the evident necessity at that time ef stimulating 
to its utmost extent all domestic production—might be adapted through reduc- 
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tion to the present condition of peace requiring no such extraordinary stimulus. 
And in the mechanical and manufacturing industries, especially those which 
have been long established, it would seem that the improvements in machinery 
and processes made within the last er years and the high scale of product- 
tiveness which has become a characteristic of their establishments, would per- 
mit our manufacturers to compete with their foreign rivals under a substantial 
reduction of existing duties. 


That is all very fair; on its face it looks well, and is true; but itonly 
thunders in the index. They did not doit. On the contrary, they in- 
crease on many very essential things that the country demands a re- 
duction on. Why should the wire fences of the people be taxed up from 
35 to Bl per cent.? Why should the cotton-ties imported for the pur- 
pose of being largely re-exported by the man who uses them on cotton 
bales be raised from 35 to 100 per cent.? Why should iron rods be 
doubled? Why should the goods that we want for sheeting be doubled ? 
Why should the commission by their bill, on the plea of reducing tax- 
ation, put tin-plates, out of which the oyster can is made, out of which 
the cans for fruit and milk and a thousand things that are put up in cans 
and sent abroad are made, and which require cheap things to put them 
in, be increased from 1.1 to 2.1 cents a pound, as the Tariff Commission 
propose in their report? Senators had better examine carefully the art- 
fully prepared schedules before they believe the statements in the re- 
port. 

There are so many important things on which duties are increased by 
indirection, many of them adding largely to the burdens of the people, 
that I want Senators to look at them carefully and understand them. 
That is the only reason I am occupying any of the time of the Senate 
now. 

These protectionists are clamoring—indeed, it is the clamor all the 
time—about protecting American labor and keeping it far removed from 
the competition of the pauper labor of Europe. The commissioners have 
furnished tables, which I beg Senators to look at carefully, at the head 
ef each of the schedules, and a consolidated table on pages 100 and 102. 
On pages 100 and 102 there is an abstract of the annual operations of 
the mechanical and manufacturing industries of the United States ac- 
cording to the census of 1580, the details being set forth on the subse- 
quent pages. 

These tables show that the total capital employed was $2,790,223, 506; 
the average number of hands employed, 4,376,150; of these 2,025,279 
were men, 531,753 women, and 1,819,118 youths and children. The 
total wages paid amounted to $947,919,674. The materials used were 
valued at $3,394,340,029, and the products at $5,696,667,060. A cal- 
culation will show that the wages paid amounted to only about 17.6 per 
cent, of the value of the products, and thatthe value of the products ex- 
ceeded the cost of the materials used and wages paid $1,027,408,000, or 
36.8 per cent. upon the capital invested, after paying all wages and for all 
materials; while the average wages amounted toless than $220 to each 
operative annually, or, throwing out the 1,819,118 youths and children, 
the average wages of the 2,557,032 men and women would amount to 
only about $370 a year, or a small fraction over $1.a day. When we 
consider the high wages paid to clerks, foremen, and skilled workmen, 
the average wages of the common laborer will be greatly reduced; and 
when it is considered that the American laborer pays from 75 to 100 
per cent. forevery article that has wool in it, from the blanket under 
which he sleeps to the yarn with which his wife darns his stockings, 
60 per cent. for his sugar, and at least 50 per cent. for everything else 
except food more than any laborer in Europe pays for the same things, 
it will be readily seen how little of the protection which is clamored for 
in the interest of American labor really goes to the workingman and 
his family. 

Mr. GEORGE. What does the Senator mean by throwing out the 
wages of the children? 

Mr. BECK. I assume that they might be claimed to be adjuncts 
to their fathers and mothers. The grown people only get a little over 
a dollar aday, throwing them all out. 

Mr. GEORGE. Do youdivide thesum paid to them with the others ? 

Mr. BECK. I do, and that gives them only $370 a year, throwing 
off the 1,800,000 young people, a little over a dollar a day. 

I am not prepared to say that the total amount of that 38 per cent. is 
prefit; but take off 3 per cent. for insurance, 5 per cent. for repairs— 
take off half the 38 per cent. for all other things necessary to keep up 
the establishments, and then it will leave 18 or 19 per cent. profit— 
more profit than all the wages they have paid to all their operatives. 

One reason why I believe in low tariffsis that when wegive the man- 
ufacturers a protection of 17.6 per cent. on the average we have given 
them enough to cover all the wages they pay to labor; we have made 
them equal to the European pauper, if he works for nothing and finds 
himself. We may double that and largely reduce our present taxes, 
and if that is not protection enough for them, what in God’s name do 
they want? 

We are paying them now an a as the Senator from Vermont 
said a while ago, of 42 per cent. end atection, wool and other things are 
up to 90 per cant., many of the iron interests are above 100 per cent., 
and the fallacy of protection to labor is used all the time when they 
want more. The man in whose interest increases are always pretended 
to be sought is the laborer; he is the man whom we really destroy by 





the protective tariff, because we arrange only to manufacture for 
50,000,000 of people when there are 1,500,000,000 of people in this world 
that we ought to be manufacturing for and selling to, thus giving our 
operatives employment every day in the year instead of having mana- 
facturers organize strikes when they have a surplus on hand, as our 
50,000,000 people can not use all they make and nobody else is con- 
pelled to pay them the price they ask. Then the operatives are left to 
starve while their machinery stands idle, waiting for home consump- 
tion to go on so they can start again on a new di 

I took up the tables attached to the schedules of each industry as pre- 
sented and made a calculation as to wages and profits. Itis perhaps not 
accurately done, but the tables will correct me if I am wrong. In the 
chemical schedule you will observe the capital employed is $85, 486,856; 
there are 29,500 hands; the wages paid amount to $11,820,728; the ma- 
terial, $77,344,281; the product, $117,407,054, or, adding the material 
and the labor, $89,165,009; which left a profit of $18,242,045, or 2.3 
per cent. on the capital after deducting wages and material, while the 
amount paid for wages was only about 10 per cent., and the profit on 
capital 21.3 per cent. 

Take the schedule of metals, about which they boast so much of pay- 
ing such large wages. The number of hands is 298,862; capital, $416,- 
041,643; wages, $122,648,191; cost of materials, $380,304,990; product, 
$604,553,460. Adding the material and wages, it leaves a profit of 
$101,600,279, or 25 per cent. and a fraction of profit to the manufacturer, 
while the wages were only 20 per cent. of the production, and the wages 
were less than $400 a year to each person, including all the skilled work- 
men, clerks, messengers, and so on. 

So I have taken this schedule in regard to cotton, one in regard to 
glassware, another in regard to woolens, mother in regard to potteries, 
stone-ware, and porcelain, another in regard tosilk. Ido not know that 
I will stop to read them. I have taken each one of them from the classi- 
=— made by the tariff commissioners themselves and used only their 

gures. 

Mr, President, I said I was not going to make a speech; I do not 
propose to do so; but I thought it was due to the Senate to say that 
there are many things in the commission’s report which show that 
each schedule was committed to men who were interested in having 
the modifications and changes made to put money into their own pock- 
ets, and to tax consumers more heavily even than they are taxed now, 
and that there was in fact no great amount of real reduction made or 
of intelligent labor done by the commission, that the theory of the re- 
port is not carried out by their action; and the gentlemen on both 
sides of the Senate who are seeking to have the present taxation re- 
duced will have to look to it very carefully and sce that it is not in- 
creased by cunning changes of schedules and the transpositions of 
things from one place to another, all done by interested men who 
perhaps deceived the commission themselves. 

I have no doubt in going over many of these items that there aro 
hundreds of things here that no member of that commission knew spe- 
cially about or could tell the meaning of, and there are things in this 
bill as you go ever it where Senators will inquire what is the meaning 
even of the words, and yet they are extremely important, involving 
sometimes hundreds of thousands and millions of revenue. 

I desire to call attention to another thing before I sit down so that 
Senators can observe it. The commission, no doubt at the dictation of 
the manufacturers, has in a great variety of instances changed taxes 
from an ad valorem to a specific duty. That is done, as it is said, to 
guard against undervaluation. No doubt there can be undervaluation 
if we have dishonest officials in our custom-houses, otherwise not. But 
the specific tax is proposed instead of the ad valorem. Why? It is 
known that in the course of years improved machinery, cheapened 
methods, means of obtaining the raw material at lower rates, will 
bring down the prices of goods, may bring an article for example down 
from a dollar a pound to 50 cents a pound, just as the reaper, the 
mower, and the harvester have enabled a boy and a horse to do in a 
day what perhaps ten men could hardly do with their scythes twenty 
or thirty years ago. Iam referring to the agricultural reminiscences 
of my friend from Mississippi [Mr. GrorGr], who understands how 
that works perfectly. So do I. By these improvements many men 
who used to earn their living by the sweat of their brows mowing and 
cutting grain are transferred to other labor, so in these great establish- 
ments where improved machinery enables men to do with one-half the 
labor thesame work the price is often brought down largely. We know 
that in Germany and England and France and everywhere our competi- 
tors brought down the price of Bessemer steel and a thousand other things 
by improved machinery. When the commission fixed a specific duty, 
and not an ad valorem, they knew that the prices might come down, 
but no matter how much they come down the specific duty would re- 
main as high as ever in the interest of the manufacturer even after % 
becomes prohibitory. It does not come down as the price of the article 
falls. Therefore the protected man wants it to be specific so he may be 
guarded against all the effects of improved machinery, a diminution 
in the price of labor, and everything else in the rapid progress of the 
world. That is the effect of a specific duty of course, and there is mare 
inequality under it than there can be under any sortof'ad valorem duty. 
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Take this well-know example: Cigars now pay a specific duty; one 
hundred cigars that are worth $10 pay precisely the same duty that 
one hundred cigars worth $100 pay. So of the wines that come in, the 
Sherries and Madeiras worth $4 a gallon pay 40 cents; the cheap wines 
ef the Rhine worth 40 cents pay 40 cents. So the blankets of the poor 
pay the same duty when itis specific as blankets ten times as costly that 
the rich can afford to buy. All these things operate to the benefit of 
the manufacturer and to the injury of the men who are obliged to buy 
the poorer article, while they keep up the price under the plea of pro- 
tection no matter how low the goods may fall. 

That has been done carefully all through this bill, wherever it can 
be done, and done for that pu done by schedules prepared by the 
manufacturers themselves, under the plausible pretext that they were 
seeking to get rid of the frauds of undervaluation ; and hence, wherever 
they have made a change of schedules, they have made in many in- 
stances four, five, or six schedules where we have only three now un- 
der the existing law, and instead of basing them all on the ad valorem, 
there is so much on all wire below a certain gauge. There is the 
highest gauge, from 18 to 36. A fine cambric needle would not go 
through this gauge. It is put in three classifications between 18 and 
36, largely increasing every time, and all based on valuation. They are 
never afraid of ad valorem if they can fix a specific upon it to add to the 
profits. There is no danger of undervaluation then, but when the con- 
sumer is to be benefited by a fall in the price and the consequent fall 
in the ad valorem, the cry comes up, ‘‘ There are frauds in undervalua- 

” 

Mr. MAXEY. Will the Senator allow me a word? 

Mr. BECK. Certainly. 

Mr. MAXEY. Seventeen to twenty is one gauge for cotton-ties. 

Mr. BECK. That was a point I was about to suggest to my friend 
from Texas. 

Mr. MAXEY. Seventeen to twenty is the highest gauge that regu- 
lates the cotton-tie. Does not the proposed tariff increase that from 
what we now pay 35 to 135 per cent. ad valorem ? 

Mr. BECK. That is one of the cunning arrangements in the Tariff 
Oommission bill. The difference between the seventeen and twenty can 
hardly be perceived by the naked eye, but yet the classification changes. 

Mr.MAXEY. It makes a difference of over $600,000 in the single 
item of cotton-ties. 

Mr. BECK. TheSenator from Texas doubtless well understands how 
skillfully this arrangement is perfected. Wherever they find that any 
consumer is getting something abroad ata reasonable price in exchange for 
his wheat, cotton, or provisions the clamor is raised that a new industry 
is springing up here. It at once demands double protection and makes 
the consumer pay twice or three times as muchas he is paying now, and 
they will denounce you as being opposed to American industry and in 
favor of foreign pauper labor if you do not put into their pockets three 
times as much as you are paying now. What you are paying now is 
going into the Treasury, but not a dollar of this increase that you would 
pay if this bill passes will go into the Treasury; and yet the Senator 
from Texas will be called a friend of foreign pauper labor if he dares to 
open his mouth in favor of keeping the duty where it is! 

Mr. MAXEY. The fact is that the iron sold for cotton-ties is used 
by white labor and negro labor, and that labor in the cotton-field is 
asked to pay this increased tax on cotton-ties used for binding their 
bales to be sent to the markets of the world; and nine-tenths of it is 
sent to the Liverpool market. 

Mr. BECK. I am glad that the attention of the Senator from Texas 
has been called so sharply and intelligently to that condition. 
Mr. MAXEY. I know all about it. 

Mr. BECK. He will find and so will other Senators find all through 
this bi) just such things; and when you come to the wire that makes 

wire-fence in the West, when you come to the hoop-iron that is put 
upon the barrel, when you come to the tin-plates into which all the fruits 
and milks and oysters are put, you will find that the duties on them are 
increased if not doubled up by this commission for no other purpose 
except to put money in the pockets of a few people who claim to be sup- 
porting an infantindustry. Inall I say now I am speaking of the Tariff 
Commission’s report—we have improved it somewhat—which in its 
action isadelusion and asnare. Their theory is good as stated in their 
report, but their action isabominable. That believe is all I care tocall 
attention to now, perhaps I ought to add. 

When the Senator from Vermont told us we were reducing the tariff 
$8,000,000 because we were taking off charges on freights and commis- 
sions and drayage in foreign countries, I desire to say that the changes 
from ad valorems tospecifics of nine-tenths of the things does away with 
all the benefit we would get. If the committee had allowed ad valo- 
rems to remain and taken off these extra charges there would have been 
rélief; but in making the duties specific in this calculation all these 
things are added in to show what the specific ought to be and what it 

t to be maintained at. 

tif I go on much longer I shall have to take back what I said about 
not making a sp The tables I have prepared, being from the tables 
of the commission, I will now submit, so that Senators may see them in 
the morning. They were made hurriedly, without help, when I had 


| many other things to do, and there may be mistakes in them. The 
data are, however, given by which they can be corrected. 
ScHEDULE A—Chemical products. 
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Adding the amount paid for wages to the cost of material we have a total out 
lay of SS9.165,009; deducting this amount from the product we find a total profit 
of $18,242,045 or 21.3 per cent. on the total investment. 


SCHEDULE C—Total manufacture metals 
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Adding the amount paid for wages to the cost of material we have a tetal out 

lay of $02,953,181; deducting this amount from the product we find a total profit 
ye © € T . s a 

of $101,600,279, or 24.5 per cent. The average rate of wages is 00 per annum 
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Adding the amount paid for wages to the cost of material we have as the total 
outlay $5,845,794; deducting this amount from the product, we find a total profit 
of $2,099,455, or 32.9 per cent. The average rate of wages is $345 per annum. 
SCHEDULE B—Glass-ware. 
Hands ......... sedascataliannitiincenettiaitedaiiasiniiarin 7 
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Adding the amount paid for wages to the cost of material, we have as the to- 
tal outlay $17,108,604; deducting this amount from the value of the produet, we 
find atotal profit of $3,909.860, or 20.1 per cent. The average rate of wages per 
annum is $382. 


SCHEDULE I—Cotion. 
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Adding the amount paid for wages to the cost of material, we have a total out- 
lay of $159,380,956; deducting this amount from the value of the product, we find 
a total profit of $51,569,427, or 23.4 per cent. The average rate of wages per an- 
num is $245, 

ScHEDULE K—Woolens. 
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Adding the amount paid for wages to the cost of material, we have a total out 
lay of $211 697,727; deducting this amount from the value of the product, we find 
a total profit of $55,489,187, or over 50 per cent. The average rate of wages per 
annum is under $300, 

ScnEDULE L—Sik, 
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Adding the amount paid for wages to the cost of material we have a total out 
lay of $31,614,406; deducting this amount from the value of the product we tind 
a total profit of $9,418,639, or 49.2 per cent. The average rate of wages paid is 
$291 per annum. 

Mr. GEORGE. 
him a question. 

Mr. BECK. Certainly. 

Mr. GEORGE. I understood the Senator to state that the average 
of the duties proposed by the Tariff Commission is 42} per cent. 

Mr. BECK. No; I said that the Senator from Vermont had told us 
that the average of the present tariff duties was 42} percent. There is 
no way of calculating, the commission say themselves they can not tell, 
the amount of reduction. I can not, because I can not tell whether, as 
the Senator from Texas says, the increase will be 100 or 150 per cent. 
on cotton-ties; I can not tell what it will be on wire for fences; I can 
not tell what the effect of the thousand changes will be which they have 
proposed. All Tf desire to say is that while they have reduced on many 
things they have increased by indirection on many others and directly 
upon still others; that they have made taxes specific so as to retain the 
highestduty, no matter how the price comes down; that they have made 
compound duties wherever it suited them to get specifics based upon 
them; and that the whole report needs careful examination, for it does 
not do what it professes to do. 

Mr. MAXEY. If the Senatorwill permit meonthat point I can give 
the calculation. At 35 per cent. ad valorem on cotton-ties the tarill is 
$14a ton. At 1} cents a pound, it is $33.60. The Senator is a good 
enough judge of figures to see that if we now pay $14, and under this 
new law pay $33.60, it makes, as I said, an increase of about 135 per 
cent. 

Mr. BECK. I expected to have taken my seat leng before now— 

Mr. GEORGE. Before the Senator takes his seat I should like to ask 
him another question. The average duty of the present tariff, as I un- 
pilerstand from the Senator, is 424 per cent.? 





Before the Senator takes his seat I should like to ask 
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Mr. BECK. About that. That is what the Senator from Vermont 
satd 


Mr. GEORGE. I understood the Senator also to state that the aver- 
age amount paid to labor in manufacturing articles which are covered 
by the tariff is only 17.2 per cent. 

Mr. BECK. Seventeenandsix-tenths per cent. according to the figures 
given at page 102 of the Report of the Tariff Commission. 

Mr. GEORGE. What becomes of the difference between the 17.8 
per cent. and the 42) ? 

Mr. BECK. It must go into the pocket of somebody, but not into 
the pockets of the consumers, the constituents of the Senator from Mis- 
sissippi, especially in cotton-ties. 

Mr. COKE. Nor to the laborer. 

Mr. BECK. Nor to the laborer anywhere. 

That is all I care to say now, Mr. President. I only desire to add 
that unless the Senator from Vermont is compelled to go on this after- 
noon, I would be glad if Senators who have perhaps not had their at- 
tention called to the bill would look over it to-night before we pass upon 
some of the matters that we will now begin to pass upon. I hope the 
Senator trom Delaware [Mr. BAYARD], who is a distinguished member 
of the Committee on Finance and who has taken great interest in this 
measure, may be able to reach here to-night. We will perhaps not lose 
much time if we do not begin the schedule before morning. I merely 
suggest that. 

Mr. BUTLER. I move that the Senate proceed to the consideration 
of executive business. 

Mr. ALLISON. Let me suggest to the Senator from South Carolina 
that we go on with the sections that precede the schedules. 

Mr. BUTLER. I understood the Senator from Kentucky to ask that 
the bill go over until to-morrow. 

Mr. ALLISON. No, he asks that we do not begin with the sched- 
ules. 

Mr. BECK. I ask that we do not go on with the schedules to-night. 
There are a good many sections to be acted on before we reach the 
schedules. 

Mr. ALLISON. There are several sections which precede the sched- 
ules. 

Mr. BUTLER. I have no objection to that course. I withdraw my 
motion for the present. 

Mr. SHERMAN. Let the reading be resumed. 

The reading was continued, as follows: 

Src, 5. That from and after the Ist day of July, 1883, the following sections shall 
constitute Title 33 of the Revised Statutes of the United States: 

TITLE XXXII. 
DUTIES UPON IMPORTS. 

Src, 2491. All persons are prohibited from importing into the United States, 
from any foreign country, any obscene book, pamphlet, paper, writing, adver- 
tisement, circular, print, ee drawing, or other representation, ure, or 
image on or of paper or other material, or any cast, instrument, or other article 
of an immoral nature, or any drug or medicine, or any article whatever, for the 
prevention of conception, or for causing unlawful abortion. No invoice or pack- 
age whatever, or any part of one, in which any such articles are contained shall 
be admitted to entry; and all invoices and packages whereof any such articles 
shall compose a part are liable to be proceeded against, seized, and forfeited by 
due course of law. All such prohibited articles in the course of importation shail 
be detained by the officer of customs, and proceedings taken against the same, 
as prescribed in the following section: Provided, That the drugs hereinbefore 


mentioned, when imported in bulk and not put up for any of the purposes here- 
inbefore specified, are excepted from the operation of this section. 


The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The matter just read is an amend- 
ment of the Committee on Finance. The question is on agreeing to 
the amendment proposed as section 2491 of the Revised Statutes. 

The amendment was agreed to. 

The next clause was read, as follows: 

Src, 2492. Whoever, being an officer, agent, or employé of the Government of 
the United States, shall knowingly aid or abet any person engaged in any vio- 
lation of any of the provisions of low poowaiiing importing, advertising, deal- 
ing in, exhibiting, or sending or receiving by n obscene or indecent publica- 
tions or representations, or means for preventing conception or procuring abor- 
tion, or er articles of indecent or immoral use or te dhail be 
guilty of a misdemeanor, and shall for every offense be pun 
not less than $100 and not more than $5,000, or by imprisonment at 
for not less than one year, nor more than ten, or both. 


Mr. BECK. That I understand to be a new section. I think the 
section is all right except in cne regard, and I do not care much about 
that. I donot believe in minimum punishments. I would ratherhave 
the punishment a fine not exceeding $5,000 or imprisonment not more 
than ten years, and leave all questions of minimum punishment to the 
discretion of the court. I do not believe in minimum punishments by 
law, which may be very severe for mere technical offenses. 

Mr. SHERMAN, This is the exact language of the present law. 
The only difference is that it is transposed from the Revised Statutes, 
in the code of crimes, and placed in its proper connection with the sub- 
ject-matter. 

Mr. BECK. I could not find thissection in the Revised Statutes. I 
care nothing particularly about it, except that I think it is well in all 
cases to leave the minimum punishment to the diseretion of the courts, 
instead of having an arbitrary minimum fixed in the statute. 

Mr. SHERMAN. This subject, as the Senator knows, was talked 


by a fine of 
hard labor 





over in committee, and we preferred in these formal sections, which" 


merely re-enact existing law, to place all the laws in relation to the colle 
tion of customs in this title. We thought we would preserve the lan- 
guage of the old law. Therefore we had better let it stand as it is. 

Mr. BECK. I make no motion. 

Mr. SHERMAN. It was considered by the committee. 

Mr. ALLISON. I call the attention of the Senator from Kentacky 
to page 317 of the Revised Statutes, section 1785, which this section of 
the present bill re-enacts. 

Mr. BECK. I have no doubt it is in the law, but it is mot in com 
nection with the otaer sections and I overlooked it. 

Mr. BUTLER. I shall make a motion to strike out the minimum 
punishment if the Senator from Kentucky does not. I do not care to 
interfere with the reading now, but I give notice that when the bill is 
in the Senate I shall make that motion. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. It must be done now. 

Mr. BUTLER. I move, then, in line 35 tostrike out ‘‘ not less than 
$100, and;’’ and in line 37 to strike ouf ‘‘ not less than one year nor;” 
and after the word *‘ten,’’ in the same line, to insert “‘ years;’’ so as to 
read: 

And shall for every offense be punishable by a fine of not more than $5,000, or 
by imprisonment at h.rd labor for not more t ten years, or both, 

Mr. SHERMAN. This section relates only to the sending through 
the mails of obscene literature or aiding or abetting in it by officers, 
agents, or employés of the Government. If there ever was a subject 
upon which there ought to bea distinct penalty, amaximum and mini- 
mum both, so that the court could properly punish the offense, I think 
the section ought to stand as it is. 

I suggest to Senators as these are formal sections which re-enact ex- 
isting law, it being a mere transposition of existing laws now in the Re- 
vised Statutes to their proper place in connection with the customs laws, 
they had better stand until they are changed by measures which shall 
be referred to the Judiciary Committee and framed with a view to pun- 
ish these offienses. 

All I can say is that this is now the law and we have transferred it 
and we have not attempted to change it, nor do I think we ought to 
change it. I think there ought to be some fixed punishment to this 
particular offense. I think the Senator from South Carolina will agree 
with me that the offense of sending through the mails obscene literature 
ought to be clearly defined and the punishment rigorously enforced. 

I may also say that a society in New York, composed of gentlemen 
whose names probably are familiar to most Senators, are engaged in 
trying to prosecute this kind of offenses, and they deem that it is impor- 
tant that there should be a maximum and minimum punishment for 
the offense, so that the courts shall in all cases be compelled to punish 
with some severity the offense when committed. 

Mr. BUTLER. I concur entirely with the Senator from Ohio that 
this is an offense which ought to be very severely punished. but itseems 
to me that a fine of not more than $5,000 or imprisonment at hard labor 
not more than ter years would be pretty severe punishment for this 
offense or any other. I object to the minimum punishment. I agree 
with the Senator from Kentucky in that respect. There may be a tech- 
nical violation of law where the discretion of the court might lean to- 
ward the accused; there might really be no intentional violation, and 
yet a technical violation of it. 

I do not approve of the principle of fixing a minimum punishmeat; 
and if, as the Senator from Ohio says, that is the law now, I do not 
know any better time to change it than at this time. Hence I make 
the motion in perfect good faith. 

Mr. SHERMAN. I say that any person who sends through the mails 
the kind of literature here referred to ought to pay not less than $100. 
If the Senator were sitting as a judge in the trial of a case, and the jury 
convicted a man of committing this offense, under the language of the 
law he certainly would not impose a less fine than $100. 

Mr. BUTLER. I certainly would not. 

Mr. SHERMAN. Thatisall. That is the minimum. 

Mr. BUTLER. But there are very frequently technical violations 
of a law without any intention to violate it, and if the Senator from 
Ohio were sitting as a judge I am quite well satisfied he would think 
it very hard if he had to impose a fine of $100 when there was no in- 
tention to violate the law. 

Mr. SHERMAN. This can not be done except for an intentional 
violation of the law. 

Mr. BUTLER. Then we areattempting to pass judgment judicially 
upon what a man intends to door does notintend to do. We are sim- 
ply, as I understand, framing a law for the government of the courts. 

Mr. PLATT. This law was enacted in 1873, just ten years ago. Is 
the Senator aware of any ypery Aves it has worked during that time? 

Mr. BUTLER. No; I do not know that any hardship has occurred, 
and I do not know that any will occur; but I object to it on principle. 
I object to it in any penal statute. I think it ought to be left to the 
discretion of the court. That is the ground upon which I make the 
motion to amend. 

Mr. MCMILLAN. Thissection applies only to officers, agents, or em- 
ployés of the Government of the United States, and to constivate the 
offense the person must knowingly aid or abet some person engaged in 
the violation of this law. If an officer or agent of the Government 
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will violate his oath of office, will violate his duty to his Government, 
and violate all the proprieties of life, I see no reason why this minimum 
punishment should not be prescribed. This does not apply to persons 
generally; it is not applicable to the commission of the offense by in- 
dividuals generally, but it is applicable only to the class of persons who 
are officers or ts of the United States, and who before they can be 
guilty of the offense must also violate their duty to their Government 
as well as violate the ordinary duties and proprieties of life. 
the law had better stand as it is. : 


Mr. SLATER. I understood the Senator from Connecticut [Mr. | are only one or two of them. 


PLATT] toask if there had been any complaint of this law or any prose- 
cutions under it. A year or two ago my attention was called to a case 
of prosecution under this statute, I think in the State of New York, as 
to which a very large and respectable portion of the people in various 
sections of the United States complained of the severity of the punish- 
ment inflicted upon some gentleman. I can not now recall the case or 
the name of the gentleman, and the question was simply upon the decis- 
ion as to whether a particular matter or a particular statement or a par- 
ticular book was of an obscene character, in regard to which there might 
be a difference of opinion. 

Mr. CALL. It seems to me that if there ever was a statute upon 
the statute-book which everybody would agree ought to be amended, 
it is that which prescribes this punishment for this offense. | thinkif 
the Senate will give it any consideration, that there will be very little 
difficulty in arriving at a conclusion. The section provides that: 

Whoever, being an officer, agent, or employé of the Government of the United 
States, shall knowingly aid or abet any person engaged in any violation of any 
of the provisions of law prohibiting importing, advertising, dealing in, exhibit- 
ing, or sending or receiving by mail obscene or indecent publications or rep- 
resentations, or means for preventing conception or procuring abortion, or other 
articles of indecent or immoral use or tendency, shall be deemed guilty of a 
misdemeanor, and shall for every offense be punishable by a fine of not less than 
$100, and not more than $5,000 or by imprisonment at hard labor for not less than 
one year, nor more than ten, or both. 

What is an article of immoral tendency? Who is to judge? How 
shall a man know that he is aiding or abetting a person in introducing 
an article of immoral tendency? It is a vague and indefinite and un- 
certain description, in which a man may be made a criminal and sub- 
jected toa severe punishment without any intention whatever of vio- 
lating any public law or any moral principle. I think there is no doubt 
that there should be a discretion left in the court to decide. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The question is on the amendment 
of the Senator from South Carolina [Mr. BuTLER], to strike out the 
minimum punishment from the proposed section 2492. 

The amendment to the amendment was agreed to; there being on a 
division—ayes 25, noes 22. 

The amendment as amended, proposed as section 2492 of the Revised 
Statutes, was agreed to. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The reading will be proceeded with. 

The next amendment was to insert: 

Sec. 2498. Any judge of any districtor circuit court of the United States, within 
the proper district, before whom complaint in writing of any violation of the pre- 
ceding sections is made, to the satisfaction of such judge, and founded on know!l- 
edge or belief, and, if upon belief, setting forth the grounds of such belief, and 
supported by oath or affirmation of the complainant, may issue, conformably to 
the Constitution, a warrant directed to the marshal, or any deputy marshal, in 
the proper district, directing him to search for, seize, and take possession of any 
such article or thing hereinbefore mentioned, and to make due and immediate 
return thereof, to the end that the same may be condemned and destroyed by 


precceenas, which shall be conducted in the same manneras other proceedings 
n the case of municipal seizure, and with the same right of appeal or writ of 
error. 

Mr. ALLISON. In line 44 the word “complaint ’’ should be “‘com- 
plainant;’’ so as to read, ‘‘ by oath or affirmation of the complainant.”’ 

j The PRESIDENT pro tempore. By unanimous consent that altera- 

tion will be made. The question is.on agreeing to the amendment pro- 
posed as section 2493 of the Revised Statutes. 

The amendment was agreed to. 

The next amendment was read, as follows: 

Src. 2494. The importation of neat cattle and the hides of neat cattle from any 
foreign country into the United States is prohibited: Provided, That the opera- 
tion of this section shall be suspended as to any foreign country or countries, or 
any 8 of such country or countries, whenever the Secretary of the Treasury 
shall officially determine, and give public notice thereof, that such importation 
will not tend to the introduction or spread of contagious or infectious diseases 
among the cattle of the United States; and the Secretary of the Treasury is 
hereby authorized and empowered, and it shall be his duty, to make all neces- 


sary orders and lations to carry this law into effect, or to suspend the same 
as therein provided, and to send copies thereof to the proper officers in the United 


poy rides oo = or agents of the United States in foreign countries as 


Mr. MORGAN. I desire to inquire of the Senator from Ohio whether 
that section makes any change in the existing law? 

‘ Mr. SHERMAN. No. I will state to Senators now that these pre- 
liminary sections are the same as the existing law; but it was necessary 
to re-enact them in order to have them in one title of the Revised 
Statutes—title 33. There is but one change in these sections from the 
existing law. In section 2497 there isa change. ‘There is also in sec- 
tion 2800 an addition of the last two clauses, which was recommended 
by the Tariff Commission, and to which there seemed to be no objection. 
All the sections in the bill down to page 13, including section 2503, 
are a re-enactment of existing law or a modification of existing law 
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recommended by the commission. 


There 
tion, however. 


is no substantia wxlitica- 


The only material modification ison page 12. The section to which 
attention is now called is precisely the language of the existing Revised 
If Senators desire to follow any of these 
sections and compare them with existing law, if they will turn to the 
corresponding sections in title 33 of the Revised Statutes they will tind 
the same, except some moditications which have been made } 


\ law 
since, and those modifications are ingrafted in these sections 


Chere 


Mr. ALLISON. Ifthe Senator will allow me, 1 will intorma him of 
one matter which I think ought to be corrected. Theseetion just read 
is in the exact language of section 2493 of the Revised Statutes, but it 
Says: 

And the Secretary of the rreasury is hereby authorized and empowered, and it 


shall be his duty, to make all necessary orders and regulations to carry this law 
into effect, 

Should it not be, now, as we are incorporating this in one law, ‘ te 
carry this section into effect,’’ because this relate 
ject and it is all in this section ? 

Mr. SHERMAN. Ido not think that would chanwe j 
because the words ‘this law’? I think would 


toone particular sub- 


tin the least, 


sufficiently refer to this 
section. 

Mr. ALLISON. To this section only ” 

Mr. SHERMAN. I have noobjection to having it changed, but this 
has been the law for sixteen years, and I have no doubt it would be eon 
strued as a simple transposition of the law by any court 

Mr. ALLISON. Very well. 

The PRESIDENT pro t mpore The «put stion Is On AGTee Ms Lo thre 


amendment proposed as section 2494 of the Revised Statutes 

The amendment was agreed to. 

The next amendment was read, as follows 

Seo, 24%. The President of the United States, whenever in his jud rment the 
importation of neat cattle and the hides of neat cattle may be made withoutdan 
ger of the introduction or spread of contagious or infectious disease among the 
eattle of the United States, may, by proclamation, declare the provisions of the 
preceding section to be inoperative, and the same shall be afterward inoperative 
and of no effect from and after thirty days from the date of said pros 

Mr. CONGER. I desire to inquire whether, when once the Presi 
dent exercises his power to declare the section inoperative 
repeal it. It does not say that the President may 
particular importations or any particular diseases 

Mr. SHERMAN. These twosections relate, as the Senator will see, 
to the importation of neat cattle and the hides of neat cattle. Seetion 
2495 authorizes the President of the United States, whenever in his 
judgment the importation of neat cattle and the hides of neat cattle 
may be made without danger of the introduction or spread of conta- 
gious or infectious diseases, by proclamation to suspend the operation 
of the section prohibiting the importation of neat cattle. That, I think, 
has been done once or twice. 

Mr. CONGER. If he shall suspend, then forever after it will be in- 
operative irom and after thirty days from the date of the proclamation 
as to all importations. It destroys all the value of the section. After 
the declaration is once made the preceding section is inoperative. 

Mr. SHERMAN. But it is only inoperative during the time of the 
suspension. That is now the law. 

Mr. CONGER. It does not say he shall suspend it; it says he may 
declare it inoperative, and the same shall be absolutely inoperative and 
of no effect from and after thirty days trom the date of the proclamation. 
It repeals, therefore, the law. 

Mr. PLATT. Section 2494 prohibits the importation of neat cattle 
from any forcign country into the United States, except that the Secre 
tary of the Treasury may suspend the operation of the law, as has been 
done several times, and then he makes an order suspending the opera- 
tion of the law, if necessary; but by section 2495 it is intended, when- 
ever the danger shall be entirely removed, so that there will be no ne- 
cessity for the law any longer, that the President may declare it inop- 
erative, as | understand. 

Mr. CONGER. The effect is to repeal the law. 

Mr. SHERMAN. It does give the President that power, but that 
has been the law. 

Mr. MORGAN. I do not think we have the right to confer upon the 
President of the United States the power to repeal astatute, and it seems 
to me that section 2495 gives that power, because after he has declare d 
that the statute shall become inoperative there is no method by which 
its‘operation can be restored again except by an act of Congress. 

The first clause in section 2494 is that the importation of neat cattle 
and the hides of neat cattle from any foreign country into the United 
States is prohibited. The Secretary of the Treasury may suspend that 
under the provisions of the same section. The power was then in 
tended to be given, I have no doubt, to the President to suspend the 
order of the Secretary of the Treasury, but the language is unfortunate, 
because it goes to the extent of allowing the President to declare tuiat 
the entire section is inoperative, and after he has made that declara 
tion through his proclamation, what power can restore this prohibition 
against the introduction of neat cattle and hides except an act of Con- 
gress? I would recommend to the Senator in charge of the bill that 


lamuation 


it does not 
suspend it as to any 
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he look over and see whether or not the purpose intended to be accom- 
plished by section 2495 is not really thwarted by the language which 
is used. i 

Mr. SHERMAN. It seems to me that these two sections construed 
together are very plain and simple. At one time, in 1866, there was a 
great fear that pleuro-pneumonia, which had prevailed to some extent 
in Germany and England, would spread to this country; and if it had 
been so it would have created a greater injury, especially in the West 
and Southwest, than any possible calamity almost that we could name. 
Indeed if the pleuro-pneumonia should ever cross the Alleghany Menunt- 
ains and get into the vast plains of the West and South the destruction 
of property would be simply incalculable. Therefore Congress at that 
time provided this remedy, which forbade the importation of all neat 
cattle, but allowed the Secretary of the Treasury to make an exception 
of countries where the disease did not prevail, and practically gave it in 
the power of the Treasury Department to suspend the operation of the 
law as to certain countries. That has been done and practiced from 
time to time. 

Probably there was some objection to placing so much power in the 
hands of the Secretary of the Treasury, a subordinate officer of the Gov- 
ernment, and therefore the power was given to the President of the 
United States, if he thought the danger of pleuro-pneumonia or other 
diseases of various animals had disappeared to declare the previous sec- 
tion inoperative, that is, the suspension of the inyportation of neat cattle. 
I do not think there is any trouble about that. Congress may author- 
ize the President, when the danger has been overcome, to decide and 
make the law inoperative. The Senator from Michigan says that that 
repeals the law. So it does, with the consent of Congress, and Congress 
might see proper, when it again came in session, to re-enact it, if that 
was the view of the Legislature. 

However, I wish now to call to the attention of the Senate the fact 
that if we add to the other troubles about this bill in fixing the rates 
of duty, &c., a revision of the various laws which it is necessary to in- 
graft into this bill in order to make them convenient and easily acces- 
sible, in order to group them together as they are now grouped in the 
Revised Statutes in one title, we had better avoid criticisms upon the 
mere details of phraseology. That is my opinion. If Senators, how- 
ever, think there is doubt about this section, then I am willing to 
have it opened. We simply transposed these sections into this title in 
order to have all the law in regard to imported goods in one title, not 
changing in any respect the terms of existing law except where changes 
were recommended by the Tariff Commission and where they met the 
judgment and approbation of the Committee on Finance. 

I desire to say, in order to explain why I am interfering in this mat- 
ter, that the Senator from Vermont [Mr. MorRILL], supposing that I 
was familiar with these various matters in regard to the machinery and 
the execution of this law, asked me to look at this revision. I have 
done so, and the changes, where any have been made, were made with 
the consent of the Treasury Department and with the approval of the 
Commissioner. 

Mr. HARRISON. I wish to ask the Senator from Ohio whether it 
would not meet the objection and at the same time leave the law in a 
harmonious shape if the power to suspend the importation were lodged 
in the President? If there is objection to lodging it in the Secretary 
of the Treasury or to giving him absolute control over it, then let the 
President suspend importation for such length of time as he pleases, 
and when the suspension terminated the law would be in force. But 
as it is now, if the President’s power is invoked at all under this sec- 
tion and he once acts, then the law prohibiting this importation must 
be restored by Congress, for it ceases absolutely to be astatute. Would 
it not be better to lodge the discretion in the President of the United 
States to suspend it by proclamation as to any country for any time? 

Mr. SHERMAN. Perhaps if the question were de novo it might be 
better to do that, but I think eventhenit would be better not. Some- 
times this danger is quite imperative. Suppose an importation into 
this country of cattle with pleuro-pneumonia, crossing the Canada line, 
were to land at Detroit, the disease might spread over a vast extent of 
territory. 

Mr. HARRISON. Could not the President act as promptly as the 
Secretary of the Treasury ? 

Mr. SHERMAN. I think not. I think it would be better to leave 
it to a subordinate officer who is charged with the collection of customs. 
But if there is any doubt about it, and the Senate thinks so, I have no 
objection to changing the law in that particular, except that perhaps 
“ is wad to leave it to the changes which may be made by Congress 

ereatter, 

Mr. INGALLS. May I make a suggestion to the Senator right there? 
The object, as I understand, is to render the suspension inoperative 
and not the provision of law inoperative. Then why not amend in line 
74 by saying: 

The President may, by proclamation, declare the suspension provided for in 
the preceding section to be inoperative, 

That would remedy the whole difficulty. 

Mr. MORGAN, That meets the case. 

Mr. PLATT. The Secretary of the Treasury may do that. 

Mr. SHERMAN. The Secretary of the Treasury can de that. 





Mr. INGALLS. There is no provision for the Secretary of the 
Treasury to repeal. 

Mr. SHERMAN. In the preceding section there is the following 
proviso: 

Provided, That the operation of this section shall be suspended as to any for- 
eign country or countries, or any parts of such country or countries, whenever 
the Secretary of the Treasury shall officially determine, and give public notice 


thereof, that such importation will not tend to the introduction or spread of con- 
tagious or infectieus diseases among the cattle of the United States. 


It seems to me that the Secretary of the Treasury has already the 
power to suspend the operation of the previous prohibitive clause as 
to any country, and it is usually done as to all countries unless there 
is known to be pleuro-pneumonia or some such disease prevailing in 
some particular country. 

Mr. INGALLS. Notwithstanding, section 2495 is obviously super- 
fluous. 

Mr. SHERMAN. No, section 2495 authorizes the President to sus- 
pend the operation of the prohibitive clause. 

Mr. INGALLS. It authorizes the President practically to annul the 
law and to forbid the Secretary of the Treasury from suspending the 
importation. Ifthe importation of diseased stock is a threatened evil, 
and I admit the proportions it may assume, I am unwilling asa represent- 
ative of a region largely interested in this matter to lodge that power 
in the President. I should be unwilling to say that the President 
might declare that diseased stock might be imported into this country, 
because that is what it means. 

Mr. SHERMAN. I have no objection, except that I would rather 
leave the law as it is. 

Mr. MAXEY. I wish to call the attention of the Senator from Ohio 
to what appears to me to be a trouble. Under section 2494 the im- 
portation of neat cattle and the hides of neat cattle from any foreign 
country into the United States is prohibited. That prohibition may, 
under certain circumstances, be suspended by the Secretary of the 
Treasury. Then section 2495 authorized the President by proclama- 
tion to declare the law inoperative. It provides that— 

The President of the United States * * * may, by proclamation, declare the 
provisions of the preceding section to be inoperative, and the same shall be 


afterward inoperative and of no effect from and after thirty days from the date 
of said proclamation. 


That proclamation goes into effect, the prohibition is mafle inoper- 
ative, and shipload after shipload of diseased cattle may come here, and 
no provision is made for recalling the proclamation. It seems to me 
that there should be added to that a proviso to this effect : 


Provided, That the President may reveke this proclamation, and upon the 
revocation the prohibition shall at once be effective. 


Something of that kind should be provided, because there is no pro- 
vision here, if the proclamation once goes into effect, for stopping it. 

Mr. INGALLS. I think the section ought to be stricken out. 

Mr. MAXEY. That would be better; but if it remains I suggest a 
proviso to the effect that such proclamation may at any time be re- 
voked, and the prohibition of importation as herein provided shall at 
once be in full force. Those are the words that I suggest be added, 
which would make it right, but as it is it is certainly wrong. 

Mr. CONGER. I do notseeany necessity for section 2495. The pre- 
ceding section prohibits fully the importation of cattle, and gives the 
Secretary of the Treasury the right to make all these changes which 
will avoid the importation of neat cattle or their hides that might be 
dangerous to the health of our owncattle. That ought to bea continu- 
ing law; but, as I said before, when once the President exercises his 
power to declare that section inoperative it repeals it; there isno power 
to restore it. It ought not to be repeajed; it ought toremain. The other 
provisions are sufficient for the emergency. I move that section 2495 
be stricken out; it is unnecessary. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr. DAwesin the chair). The section 
has not been agreed to. The question before the Senate is, Shall the 
section be agreed to? 

Mr. INGALLS. Before the motion is put I wish toamend. I move 
to strike out in line 74 the words ‘‘ provisions of ’’ and to insert ‘‘sus- 
pension provided for in;’’ and in line 75 to strike out the word ‘‘same’’ 
and to insert the words “‘ said suspension;’’ so as to read: 

May, by proclamation, declare the suspension provided for in the preceding 


section to be inoperative, and the said suspension shall be afterward inoperative 
and of no effect from and after thirty days from the date of said proclamation. 


The PRESIDING OFFICER. The question is on the amendment of 
the Senator from Kansas [Mr. INGALLs]. 

Mr. SHERMAN. I do not see what effect that will have. It does 
not mean anything except that the President naturally has power to 
reverse the decision of the Secretary of the Treasury as to the suspension 
as to certain countries. 

Mr. INGALILS. I understand that the object of the committee is not 
to give the President power to annul the law which forbids the impor- 
tation of diseased cattle or the hides thereof, but to enable him to ren- 
der a suspension of the law inoperative whenever he sees fit. 

Mr. SHERMAN. On the contrary, I think the section as it now 
stands would enable the President to practically repeal the whole law. 
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Mr. INGALLS. 
into the country ? 

Mr. SHERMAN. Possibly. 

Mr. INGALLS. I am opposed to it. ; 

Mr. SHERMAN. Let me read the language of section 2495 again: 


President of the United States, whenever in his judgment the importation 
P eattle and the hides of neat cattle may be made without danger of the 


And to say that diseased stock may be admitted 


introduction or spread of contagious or infectious disease among the cattle of the | 


United States, may, by proclamation, declare the provisions of the preceding sec- 
tion to be inoperative; and the same shall be afterward inoperative and of no 
effect 


Mr. INGALLS. That is, the Secretary of the Treasury will have no 
longer the power to prohibit the importation of diseased cattle. 

Mr. SHERMAN. It will no longer be prohibited by law. If the 
Senator thinks there is danger of abuse of the power by the President, 
or that it is not wise to confer this power upon the President of the 
United States, the better way is to strike out the whole section. 

Mr. INGALLS. I would prefer that. 

Mr. SHERMAN. That would leave the whole provision absolute, 
subject only to modifications made by the Secretary of the Treasury. 
I presume this was put in merely to prevent an abuse of the prohibition 
made by Congress against the importation of neat cattle, so as to give 
the President an opportunity to waive that law in case he found that 
there was no longer any danger from the threatened importation of 
these diseases. If Senators are fearful of this, I think we had better 
strike out the section entirely and let it stand upon the previous section. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The question is on the amendment of 
the Senator from Kansas. 

Mr. COKE. Let it be reported. 

The amendment of Mr. INGALLS was read. 

Mr. INGALLS. Uponreflection I think the section should be stricken 
out. I withdraw my amendment, and will leave the action of the Senate 
to be taken on the suggestion of the Senator from Michigan [ Mr. Con- 
GER] to strike out the section. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. 
section. 

Mr. CONGER. I have not heard any proposition to adopt the section 
or any of the other sections. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. 
that it be stricken out. 
a positive vote. 

Mr. CONGER. 
adoption. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. As far as the Senate have gone they 
have agreed to each section as it has been read. The question is, Will 
the Senate agree to this section? 

Mr. HALE. What will be the effect of the Senate simply declining 
to embody this provision in the bill? Does that repeal the law as it 
now stands upon the statute-book ? 

Mr. SHERMAN. These sections all take the place of title 33 of the 
Revised Statutes of the United States. 

Mr. HALE. I 80 understand it. 

Mr. SHERMAN. Therefore all those are repealed. 

Mr. HALE. But supposing the Senate concludes not to put an ex- 
isting section of the United States Statutes into this bill, simply nega- 
tively acting, doing nothing whatever about it, how does that change 
the law which is found in another place ? 

Mr. SHERMAN. It practically repeals it, because you will find on 
page 7 it is provided— 

That from and after the Ist day of July, 1883, the following sections shall con- 
stitute title 33 of the Revised Statutes of the United States. 

If the Senator wishes to add to that an actual repealing clause of the 
old title 33, he can do that. 

Mr. HALE. I think when we come to that clause that would be 
safe. I think that would make it perfectly sure. Then you will have 
the body of the law in terms what we have re-enacted here, and all the 
— terms will be repealed, which I think would be a wise thing 
© do. 

Mr. BECK. The Senator from Maine asked the Senator from Ohio 
® very important question and I did not hear the answer. Will he be 
kind enough to repeat it, if he pleases? It is very difficult to hear the 
Senator from Ohio over here. 

Mr. SHERMAN. The question the Senator from Maine asked me 
was whether if we omitted section 2495 from the bill it would not still 
remain as the law? 

Mr. BECK. I heard the question, and I think it is a very important 
one, but I did not hear the answer. 

Mr. SHERMAN. I say no, because the beginning of section 5 sub- 
—— for title 33 of the Revised Statutes these sections. It pro- 
vides: 


That from and after the Ist day of July, 1883, the following sections shall con- 
stitute title 33 of the Revised Statutes of the United States. 

But I said if there was any doubt about that in the mind of any Sen- 
ator it would be better to repeal the existing title 33 of the Revised 
Statutes of the United States, although I do not think it necessary. 

Mr. HALE. When that is reached I will, if no other Senator does, 
move to add that, so that there shall be an express repealing clause. 


The questidén is on the adoption of the 


The Senator from Michigan suggests 
It will be stricken out unless it is adopted by 


Very well. Then we will take the question on its 
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Mr. INGALLS. May I ask the Senator from Ohio a qui 
Senator from Maine is through ? 

Mr. SHERMAN. Certainly. 

Mr. INGALLS. Is there any change at all in the amendment re 
ported by the committee made in the sections as they now stand from 
2491 to 2503, inclusive ? , 

Mr. SHERMAN. As I said, there are one or TWO See tions base d pon 
laws passed since the revision of the statutes. Then there are also the 
last two clauses of section 2500. on page 12, which are new, but which 
were recommended by the Tariff Commission and agreed to by the Com 
mittee on Finance. ; 
exising law. 

Mr. INGALLS. What isthe object of re-enacting the sections which 
are unchanged as they stand in the Revised Statutes? 

Mr. SHERMAN. Inorder to have all the laws with regard to duties 
on imports in asingle statute, so that they may be published in one com 
pact body, as they have to be published for use hy every collector in the 
United States. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The question is on agreeing to the 
amendment reported by the Committee on Financ 
the Revised Statutes. 

The amendment was rejected. 

Mr. CONGER. Before going on to the next section, I wish to call 
attention to the proposition to put a repealing clause in section 5, on 
page 5, which reads: 


it the 


svion 


With that exception it is simply a transposition of 


as section 2495 ot 


That from and after the Ist day of July, 1883, the following »« 
stitute title 35 of the Revised Statutes of the United States 


I would add: 


tions shall con 


And all laws and parts of laws inconsistent therewith are hereby repealed 

Mr. SHERMAN. 
stand as it is. 

Mr. CONGER. That is, we drop a numbered section out of the bill 
and there is no section in its place and then it remains in the statutes 

Mr. SHERMAN. The numbers of the sections will all be changed 
to correspond. The numbers in the bill now do not correspond with 
the numbers of the sections in the Revised Statutes. 
the nature of things. 

Mr. CONGER. I think there should be a repealing clause or some- 
thing to show a little more fully than the words now used that the 
existing sections are repealed. 

Mr. SHERMAN. We mightsay ‘‘shall constitute and be substituted 
for title 33.’ That will probably be better, although | think the lan 
guage is sufficient as it is. Theword ‘constitute’? meansa great deal 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Does the Senator from Ohio propose 
an amendment? 

Mr. SHERMAN. I suggested it. 

Mr. CONGER. Lask foractionon that proposition. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The amendment will be reported. 

The PRINCIPAL LEGISLATIVE CLERK. In section 5, line 3, after 
‘“‘constitute,’’ it is proposed to insert the words ‘‘ and be a substitute 
for;’’ so as to read: 

That from and after the Ist day of July, 1883, the following sections shall con- 
stitute and be a substitute for title 33 of the Revised Statutes of the United 
States. 

Mr. ALLISON. If ‘‘asubstitute”’ it ought to be.a substitute for the 
title 33 proposed by this bill. It seems to me that it is perfectly clear 
as it stands without any additional words. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. 
amendment. 

The amendment was agreed to. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The next section will be read. 

The PRINCIPAL LEGISLATIVE CLERK. ‘‘ Section 2495’’- 

Mr. MAXEY. That is the preceding section. 

Mr. SHERMAN. I think to avoid confusion the Secretary had bet 
ter read the numbers as we have them printed in the bill as reported. 
As a matter of course, striking out section 2495 will make it necessary 
for him to renumber the sections, but I prefer that he should read the 
old numbers. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The rejection of section 2495 makes a 
verbal amendment necessary in section 2496, which will be reported. 

The PRINCIPAL LEGISLATIVE CLERK. In line 
‘*the’’ where it occurs the second time, strike out 
out the word ‘‘sections’’ and insert ‘‘ 
to make the section read: 


I do not think that is necessary. Simply let it 


They can not in 


The question is on agreeing to the 


79, alter the word 
“two;” and strike 
section,’’ in the same line; so as 

Src, 2496. Any person convicted of a willful violation of any of the provisions 
of the preceding section shall be fined not exceeding $500 or imprisonment not 
exceeding one year, or both, in the discretion of the court. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. 
amendment. 

The amendment was agreed to. 

The amendment proposed as section 2496 as amended was 

The next amendment of the Committee on Finance 
lows: 

Sec. 2497. No watches, watch-cases, watch-movements, or parts of watch-move 
ments, of foreign manufacture, which shal! copy or simulate the name or trad 
mark of any domestic manufacturer, shall be admitted to entry at the custom 


The question is on agreeing to the 


agreed te 


was read, as fol 
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houses of the United States, unless such domestic manufacturer is the importer 
ofthe same. And in order to aid the officers of the customs in enforcing this 
prohibition, any domestic manufacturer of watches who hasadopted trade-marks 
may require his name and residence and a description of his trade-marks to be 
recorded in books which shall be kept for that purpose in the Department of the 
Treasury, under such regulations as the Secretary of the Treasury shall pre- 
seribe, and may furnish to the Department fac-similes of such trade-marks; and 
thereupon the Secretary of the Treasury shall cause one or more copies of the 
sume to be transmitted to each collector or other proper officer of the customs. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. _ Is there objection to this section ? 

Mr. MORGAN. ‘This seems to be a case of special legislation in favor 
of a certain class of manufacturers. I do not know whether it would be 
best to extend it to all manufacturers of articles upon which trade- 
marks or names are placed, or whether it is better to confine it to the 
case of watches, watch-cases, and watch-movements. I do not know 
why this particular class of manufacturers have a special prominence in 
this part of the bill. It is very well understood that under the decision 
of the Supreme Court of the United States no one has a right to a trade- 
mark in the United States upon articles to be used here. He only has 
a right toa trade-mark for articles exported for use among the Indian 
tribes or to foreign countries where those countries agree that we shall 
have a trade-mark. That is a species of property, in other words, that 
the people of the United States are not authorized to enjoy under the 
statutes, according to the interpretation given by the Supreme Court to 
the Constitution. 

I should Jike to hear some explanation of the reasons why this pro- 
vision of law is applied only to makers or importers of watches, watch- 
cases, and watch-movements, and parts of watches, when we have a large 
number of articles which have lawful trade-marks affixed to them in 
virtue of treaties that we have made with various foreign powers. 

Mr. MAXEY. Does the Senator from Alabama say that the decision 
of the Supreme Court is that a trade-mark is no protection to an artide 
designed to be protected by that trade-mark within the United States ? 

Mr. MORGAN. Yes, sir. 

Mr. MAXEY. What is the case? 

Mr. MORGAN. I can not mention the title of the case now, but I 
will produce it. 

Mr. PLATT. A trade-mark isa thing to which a person has property 
by the common law. There is a common-law right to a trade-mark, 
and State courts enforce that right and have from time immemorial and 
are now enforcing that right and preventing infringements. The de- 
cision of the Supreme Court of the United States was to the effect sub- 
stantially that under the Constitution of the United States the courts 
of the United States can not have exclusive jurisdiction of the subject 
of trade-marks, except as to those trade-marks used in foreign commerce 
and in commerce with the Indian tribes. 

Mr. MORGAN. The decision went further than that. It went to 
the extent of refusing to recognize the constitutional right to a trade- 
mark under the laws of the United States. I do not understand that 
this is to protect a trade-mark that may be authorized by Connecticut 
or Massachusetts, or any other State. This enactment must have ref- 
erence to the general statutes and the Constitution of the United States, 
a national, not a State or local matter. 

Mr. SHERMAN. I willanswerthe question of the Senator from Ala- 
bama. At the time of the passage of this law in 1871 the attention of 
the Government was called to the fact that in Switzerland and in other 
countries where they are making watches there was an extensive imi- 
tation of the works of American manufacturers, and in that way they 
introduced the bodies of watches into this country by usurping or fraudu- 
lently using, you may say, the trade-marks of our own people. 

Mr. MORRILL. Marking them ‘‘ Waltham watches’ or ‘ Elgin 
watches.’’ 

Mr. SHERMAN. The abuse was brought to the attention of Con- 
gress by this trade, no doubt, and it was corrected by thislaw. We find 
the lawon thestatute-book. That it was not general is the fault of the 
law, and it would be rather difficult to make it generai because it would 
be difficult to describe precisely the nature of all trade-marks; and all 
these questions in regard to trade-marks and the like depend rather upon 
legislation to be reported by the Committee on Patents or the Commit- 
tee on the Judiciary. We simply found a provision in the law, wise in 
itself, designed to protect our own people from fraudulent devices which 
cheated them out of their property fairly earned, for a trade-mark, I 
assume, is a matter of property, and that law was passed by Congress 
in 1871 to correct an evil that was then impending, and to prevent a 
wrong that was then practiced. The law is upon the statute-book, and 
the very words of this section the Senator will find in the Revised 
Statutes of the United States, section 2496, which are transferred to this 
bill. 

Mr. MORGAN. It is a matter of no concern to me; only it appears 
to me to be a very partial and exceptional sort of legislation. Hereare 
the manufacturers of India-rubber goods, in which the Americans have 
exceeded and excelled all other nations, unless it may be the French. 
I am not quite sure that we should ever yield the palm to them in the 
manufacture of India-rubber goods. A great many patented inventions 
are associated with these processes of manufacture of the most valuable 
character, and the trade-mark upon certain inventions of this kind is a 
very valuable matter. Whether it is protected by the national laws or 
whether it is protected by the common law as recogniged in the States 
makes no difference. 





It seems to me that if in this great bill we commence to legislate for 
the people of the United States at large, it is unnecessary that we should 
set out with a marked and peculiar discrimination in our legislation in 
favor of one single named industry, and it would be better to let this 
provision go out of the bill unless we intend to broaden it so as to give 
to every American inventor and manufacturer of peculiar goods and 
goods of peculiar value the same advantage that we give in this bill to 
this particular industry. 

It only occurred to me that it was exceptional and unnecessary legis- 
lation; and the fact mentioned by the Senator from Ohio that this is 
the only industry mentioned in the statutes in favor of which this ex- 
ception or advantage has been given by Congress, perhaps, makes it bet- 
ter that we should drop it out of the body of this bill, and not have the 
principle involved and have ourselves arraigned for not looking around 
and protecting quite a number of other industries that are quite as 
meritorious as this is. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The question is on the adoption of 
the amendment reported as section 2497. 

The amendment was agreed to. 

The next amendment was read, as follows: 

Sec, 2498, No goods, wares, or merchandise, unless in cases provided for by 
treaty, shall be imported into the United States from any foreign port or a 
except in vessels of the United States, or in such foreign vessels as truly an 
wholly belong to the citizens or subjects of that country of which the goods are 
the growth, production, or manufacture, or from which such goods, wares, or 
merchandise can only be, or most usually are, first ship; for transportation. 
All goods, wares, or merchandise imported contrary to this section, and the ves- 
sel wherein the same shall be imported, together with her cargo, tackle, ap- 
parel, and furniture, shall be forfeited to the United States; and such goods, 
wares, or merchandise, ship or vessel, and cargo shall be liable to be seized, 
prosecuted, and condemned, in like manner and under the same regulations, 
restrictions, and provisions as have been heretofore established for the recovery, 
collection, distribution, and remission of forfeitures to the United States by the 
several revenue laws. 

Mr. MORGAN. I should like to have the attention of the Senator 
from Vermont who sits nearest to me [Mr. EpMuNDs] for a moment 
in reference to this section 2498. This section provides for differential 
duties in favor of commerce brought into the United States upon Ameri- 
can ships except in case—— 

Mr. SHERMAN. Read it in connection with the next section. 

Mr. MORGAN. The two sections of course must be considered to- 
gether. It provides for differential duties except in cases where the 
treaties between ourselves and foreign governments otherwise provide. 
Section 2499 reads that— 

The preceding section shall not apply to vessels or goods, wares, or merchan- 
dise imported in vessels of a foreign nation which does not maintain a similar 
regulation against vessels of the United States. 

I suppose as a matter of fact that this law, when the two sections 
shall be enacted, will have no practical operation at al); for I suppose 
there is no country which really makes a discrimination in her lav:s as 
against the United States, and there being nosuch country this statute 
would be of no value, no service. It would perhaps be better to leave 
this matter without a statutory declaration upon a proper interpretation 
of the treaties themselves, for they in fact control the subject. 

But the point I want to make is this, in the hearing of the honor- 
able Senator from Vermont, who I know has had his attention attracted 
to this subject to some extent: Suppose it should be known that in the 
case of Great Britain—I will cite that as an instance—she had by sub- 
sidies or other arrangements that she chose to make put it in the power 
of her commercial marine to do the carrying trade for almost the entire 
civilized world; and suppose that the diplomatic powers of the Govern- 
ment of the United States in construing our treaty relations with Great 
Britain should consider that that was in a proper sense, an actual and 
a substantial sense, a violation of treaty obligations between this coun- 
try and that, which in their integrity and simplicity and truth amount 
only to this, that neither government shall give an undue encourage- 
ment to its own shipping so as to make it the monopolist of the carry- 
ing trade of the world, that neither government by subsidies or other- 
wise shall provide so that its ships shall be able to cut rates with our 
ships and thereby drive them from the commerce of the earth, what 
then? Is that in any sense an open question? I very seriously trust 
that it is an open question, whether considered with reference to the 
general rules of public law or with reference to the special treaty stip- 
ulations between our Government and any foreign government what- 
soever, ially the maritime powers. 

I would very much prefer that our Government in proceeding, as I 
hope it will do, to a solution of this question in the near future, will 
not find itself embarrassed by any unnecessary act of Congress. I am 
not prepared this afternoon to enter into a discussion of this question, 
which I know has engaged the thoughts of some of the most eminent 
gentlemen in this body; and I would like very much that the Senate, 
without taking formal action on these two sections at this moment of 
time, would allow them to be deferred until the matter can be a little 
further looked into, for I believe that the Senate will find that it is a 
matter of very great importance, perhaps, that we should not encum- 
ber the statutes of this country with an unnecessary impediment to ar- 
riving at a better condition of relations with those governments who 
have subsidized their own ships at enormous amounts for the sole and 
avowed purpose of enabling them to cut rates with us upon the high 
seas. 
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I would therefore ask, unless the committee desire that this question 
shall be disposed of now, that it be passed over informally to come up 
again at some future moment of the debate. ; 

Mr. MORRILL. I hardly think the Senator from Alabama will de- 
gire this. As I understand, this section does not Telate exactly to the 
matter he supposes. I believe we have treaties with every nation that 
has any commerce whatever that reserve all there is reserved to foreign 
nations in relation to this matter, except with Spain. Spain has made 


differential duties, and we have not been able to come to an arrange- | 


ment with her. My own judgment, perhaps, would be with the Sen- 
ator from Alabama, that about thirty treaties we have with all the con- 
siderable nations of the earth give all that there is in these sections, 
and the treaties will remain the supreme law of the land unless we 
change them by a subsequent law. 

Mr. MORGAN. The point I made reached beyond the fact of the 
mere existence of treaties or their technical language to the more seri- 
ous consideration whether some of the great nations have not in sub- 
stance and in fact violated the spirit and intent of those treaties; and 
then, if that be so, or if there is good ground to believe that is so, 
whether there is a necessity for clogging ourselves at all with any stat- 
ute behind which, of course, the diplomatic powers of the Government 
of the United Statestan not well get to bring this subject sharply into 
discussion and into settlement. I must state now my firm belief that 
the Government ef Great Britain in the subsidies which she has given 
to her vessels for the avowed and express purpose of enabling her ships 
¢o run ours and others off the high seas has violated the spirit of our 
treaties, and that it is a duty we owe to ourselves that we should have 
that matter more distinctly understood than it is now. 

We have got to go to work to do something for our commercial ma- 
rine; we have got to resort to the system of subsidies equivalent to that 
- which Great Britain offers to her ships, or we have got to lose all pre- 
tension to any interest in the carrying trade of this world; and I am 


not convinced at all that we can ever recover ourselves by the repeal of 


the navigation laws or by bounties conferred upon ship-builders in this 
country or by any other inducement for the mere transfer of the flag to 
our decks. I do not know, when Great Britain uses the whole powers 
of her vast treasury for the purpose of enabling her marine to cut rates 
on us upon the high seas, that we can meet her otherwise than by rais- 
ing enormous subsidies by taxation in this country to prop our ships up 
to the same advantages that hers hold. 

Now, if Great Britain or any other power in the world has so far 
vioiated the spirit of these treaties as to throw the whole weight and 
force of its enormous money power into the hands of this special class 
of carriers, and that for the purpose of driving our ships from the seas, 


I do not understand why that is not in fact and in truth a violation of 


the spirit and the equity of these treaties. I prefer to get as near to 
that question as we can by leaving out of the way all unnecessary Con- 
ional barriers. 

Mr. MORRILL. I hope the Senator will allow this section to pass. 
It will be some days before we can again consider it in the Senate, it 
being now considered as in Committee of the Whole. If in the mean 
time the Senator from Alabama has any proposition to make, we can 
then consider it. 

Mr. MORGAN. Verywell. Iwill not makeany request about it now. 

Mr. MAXEY. It is now nearly 5 o'clock; the snow is falling very 
rapidly, and as it will be dark very soon, I move that the Senate ad- 

a 


rm. Sy 

Mr. MORRILL. I hope the Senator from Texas will allow us to 
reach the next page and go on until we get toSchedule A. It will take 
but a few moments. I trust the Senator will not move an adjourn- 
ment until we reach that point. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Is the motion withdrawn ? 

Mr. MAXEY. Yes, sir; but I want to renew it, for the most of us 
will have to get to our homes the best way we can. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The motion to adjourn is withdrawn. 

Mr. BECK. I desire to say to the chairman of the committee that 
section 2500 has some provisions in it that a number of gentlemen on 
this side of the Chamber desire to look into between now and the morn- 
ing, and perhaps he will not lose anything by allowing an adjourn- 
ment now, because it will provoke some dsscussion now and it may not 
in the morning if time be given to look into it. 

Mr. MAXEY. I renew the motion that the Senate adjourn. 

The question being put, there were on a division—ayes 27, noes 20. 

Mr. MORRILL. I ask for the yeas and nays. I think we ought to 
do a little more work than this. 

The yeas and nays were ordered, and the Principal Legislative Clerk 
proceeded to call the roll. 

Mr. JACKSON (when the name of Mr. HARRIS was called). My 
colleague [Mr. Harris], who is necessarily absent, is paired with the 
Senator from Kansas [Mr. INGALLS]. My colleague would vote ‘‘yea”’ 
if present. 
_ Mr. McDILL (when his name was called). On this question I am 
ag with the Senator from Louisiana [Mr. KeLtoaca]. If he were 

I should vote ‘‘ nay.’’ 

The roll-call was concluded. 

Mr. INGALLS. If not paired with the Senator from Tennessee [ Mr. 
Hagris}, I should vote “ nay.”’ 
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The result was announ@i—yeas 29, nays 24; as follows: 


YEAS—2. 
Beck, Farley, Lamar, Slater, 
Butler, Garland, Mahone. Vance, 
Call, George, Maxey, Vest, 
Camden, Gorman, Morgan, Walker, 
Chilcott, Hampton, Pendleton, Williams 
Cockrell, Jackson, Pugh, 
Coke, Jonas, Rartom, 
Davis of W. Va., Jones of Florida, Seulsbury, 

NAYS—24. 
Aldrich, Dawes, Hill, Platt, 
Allison, Edmunds Hoar, Rollins, 
Anthony, Frye, Jones of Nevada, Sawyer, 
Blair, Halk Logan, Sewell, 
Cameron of Wis., Harrison, MeMillan, Sherman, 
Conger, Hawley, Morrill, Windom, 

ABSENT—23 
Barrow, Ferry, Kellogg Mitchell, 
Bayard, Groome, Lapham Plumb, 
Brown, Grover, MeDill, Saunders, 
Cameron of Pa., Harris, McPherson, Van Wyck, 
Davis of I11., Ingalls, Miller of Cal Voorhees, 
Fair, Johnston, Miller of N. Y., 


So the motion was agreed to; and (at 5 o'clock and 6 minutes p. m.) 
the Senate adjourned. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
WEDNESDAY, January LO, 1883. 


The House met at 11 o’cloek a. m. 

D. POWER. 
The Journal of yesterday's proceedings was read and approved 
EXPORTATION OF 


Prayer by the Chaplain, Rey. F, 


DISTILLED SPIRITS 

Mr. ALDRICH, by unanimous consent, introduced a bill (H. R. 7236) 
to further facilitate the exportation of distilled spirits; which was read 
a first and second time, referred to the Committee on Ways and Means, 
and ordered to be printed. 


EXPENSES OF STAR-ROUTI 

Mr. MILLS, by unanimous consent, submitted the following resolu- 
tion; which was referred to the Committee on the Judiciary: 

Resolved, That the Attorney-General he, and he is hereby, direeted to inform 
the House what persons he has employed as attorneys and others in the prose 
cution of the star-route cases, what are the terms of the contracts he has made 
with each, what amount of money he has paid to each person, what is the prob 
able amount of the entire cost of the prosecutions now pending and such as he 
contemplates instituting. 


INTERNATIONAL 


PROSECUTIONS. 


PELEGRAPHLY 

Mr. CRAPO. Task unanimous consent for the consideration at this 
time of the resolution which I send to the desk. 

The Clerk read as follows: 

Resolved, That the Committee on the Judiciary are instructed to inquire what 
legislation if any is required to establish low, uniform, and equitable rates of 
telegraphy between the different States of the Union and foreign countries, with 
power to send for persons and papers and report by bill or otherwise. 

Mr. ANDERSON. LT ask that this resolution be referred to the Com 
mittee on the Post-Office and Post-Roads; that is where it properly be 
longs. 

Mr. CRAPO. 1 think the matter is now under consideration by the 
Judiciary Committee. 

Mr. ANDERSON. 

The SPEAKER. 
object? 

Mr. ANDERSON. Will not the gentleman from Massachusetts [Mr 
CRAPO] consent to refer the resolution to the Post-Oflice Committee ? 

Mr. CRAPO. Ihave no objection to a reference of the resolution; 
but I understand the matter is now being considered by the Commit 
tee on the Judiciary. 

Mr. REED. I venture to express the hope that the resolution may be 
referred to the Post-Office Committee, or any other committee except the 
Judiciary Committee. We have enough corporations on our hands now 

Mr. ANDERSON. I move the reference of the resolution to the Post- 
Office Committee. 

The SPEAKER. If there be no objection the resolution may be re 
ferred to the Committee on the Post-Office and Post-Roads. 

There was no objection, and the resolution was referred accordingly 

REPORTS OF NATIONAL HEALTH. 

Mr. ROSECRANS, by unanimous consent, introduced a joint resolu- 
tion (H. Res. 312) authorizing the printing and binding of additional 
copies of the reports of the National Board of Health; which was read 
a first and second time, referred to the Committee on Printing, and or- 
dered to be printed. 


I reserve the right to object. 
Does the gentlemen from Kansas [ Mr. ANDERSON | 


BOARD OF 


ENROLLED BILL SIGNED. 

Mr. ALDRICH, from the Committee on Enrolled Bills, reported that 
the committee had examined and found truly enrolled a bill of the fol- 
lowing title; when the Speaker signed the same: 

A bill (S. 1860) to attach the county of Hardeman, in the State of 
Tennessee, to the eastern division of the western district of Tennessee, 
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~“ Senate amendment numbered 23 reduces the sum of the original bill $10,000 
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DEATH OF GAMBETTA. 


Mr. BLANCHARD, by unanimous consént, introduced a joint reso- 
lution (H. Res, 313) expressive of regret and sympathy at the death of 
Léon Gambetta; which was read a first and second time, referred to the 
Committee on Foreign Affairs, and ordered to be printed. 


EXTRA WORK IN GOVERNMENT PRINTING OFFICE. 4 


Mr. PEELLE. I ask unanimous consent to have taken from the 
Speaker’s table for present consideration the bill (8. 2150) to provide for 
extra work in the Government Printing Office in cases of emergency. 

The bill was read, as follows: 

Be it enacted, &c., That for extra work, ordered in emergencies, and performed 
on Sundays or legal holidays, or between the hours of midnight and 8 a. m., ex- 
cepting that done by regularly organized night forces, the Public Printer is 
hereby authorized to pay such extra prices as the customs of the trade and the 
justice of the case may require. 


The SPEAKER. Is there objection to the present consideration of 
this bill ? 

Mr. BURROWS, of Michigan. I would like to inquire whether the 
hill has been considered by any committee of this House? 

Mr. PEELLE. ‘This is a Senate bill. I have submitted it to the 
gentleman from Illinois [ Mr. SPRINGER] and the gentleman from Mis- 
souri | Mr. VAN Horn], and consulted them in regard to it. There is 
no objection to the bill. 

Mr. BURROWS, of Michigan. I will not object. 

There being no objection, the bill was taken from the Speaker’s table, 
read three times, and passed. 

Mr. PEELLE moved to reconsider the vote by which the bill was 
passed; and also moved that the motion to reconsider be laid on the 
table. 

The latter motion was agreed to. 


RETIREMENT OF GENERAL ALFRED PLEASONTON. 


Mr. HUTCHINS. I ask unanimous consent that the Committee of 
the Whole House on the Private Calendar be discharged from the fur- 
ther consideration of the bill (H. R. 5525) authorizing the President to 
appoint and retire Alfred Pleasonton a major-general, and that the bill 
be now considered. 

The bill was read, as follows: 


Be it enacted, &c., That the laws regulating appointments in the Army be, and 
they are hereby, suspended, and suspended only for the purposes of this act; 
and the President is — authorized to nominate and, by and with the advice 
and consent of the Senate, appoint Alfred Pleasonton, of New York, latea ma- 
jor-general of volunteers in the Army of the United States, a brevet major-gen- 
eral in the Army of the United States, and thereupon to place him, the said Al- 
fred Pleasonton, upon the retired-list of the Army assuch major-general, without 
regard, and in addition to, the number now authorized by law of said retired-list. 


Mr. BURROWS, of Michigan. I object, and call for the regular order 
of business. 
VAGRICULTURAL APPROPRIATION BILL. 


Mr. CARPENTER. I rise to a privileged question, and report back 
from the Committee on Agriculture the amendments of the Senate to 
the bill (H. R. 7052) making appropriations for the Agricultural De- 
partment of the Government for the fiscal year ending June 30, 1884, 
and for other purposes, with various recommendations. I ask that the 
report of the committee be read. 

The Clerk read as follows: 


The Committee on Agriculture having had under consideration the Senate 
amendments to H, R, 7052, making appropriations for the Agricultural Depart- 
ment of the Government for the fiscal year ending June 30, 1884, and for other 
purposes, report as follows: 

The committee recommend concurrence in Senate amendments numbered 1, 
2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, 10, 11, 12, 13, 14, 17, 18, 19, 20, 21, and 23, and recommend non-con- 
currence in Senate amendments numbered 9, 15, 16, 22, and 24. Senate amend- 
ments | and 2 reduce the amount proposed to be appropriated $200. Senate 
amendments 3, 4, and 5 are simply verbal. Senate amendments 6,7, and 8 re- 
duce the sum of the original bil In all of which Senate amendments the 
committee recommend concurrence, Senate amendment bered 9 prop to 
increase the amount appropriated by the original bill for the laboratory from 
$6,000 to $16,000. and add the words “including experiments in the manufact- 
ure of sugar from sorghum and other vegetable plants.” In this amendment 
the committee recommends non-concurrence, 

Senate amendments 10, 11, and 12 reduce the original bill $1,400; in which the 
House com mittee recommend concurrence. 

Senate amendments numbered 13 and 14 add to the articles to be distributed 
from the seed divisien the words “ eggs of silk worms;"’ in which the committee 
recommend concurrence, 

Senate amendments 15 and 16 increase the appropriation for the seed division 
$5,000; in which the committee recommend non-concurrence. 

Senate amendments 17, 18, 19, and 21 reduce the sum appropriated by the erig- 
inal bill $2,000 in salaries in the Bureau of Statistics, and Senate amendment 20ad 
the words “and cost of carriage" to the items upon which report is to be made 
in connection with railway transportation ; in all of which the committee recom- 
mends concurrence. 

Senate amendment numbered 22 recommends a decrease of $1,000 in the ap- 
propriation forfurniture, cases, and repairs; in which the committee recommend 
Hon-concurrence, 





making the sum proposed to be appropriated for the reclamation of arid an 
waste lands $10,000 instead of $20,000, the sum proposed by the original bill. With 
this the committee recommend concurrence, 

Senate amendment numbered 24 reduces the sum proposed to be appropriated 
by the House for contingent expenses from $15,000 to $13,000; and in thisthe com- 
mittee recommend non-concurrence. 


Mr. HOLMAN. There is no information furnished to the House by 
this reading, and I hope the gentleman having charge of the bill will 





explain the effect of the proposed recommendations of the Committee 
on Agriculture, if they are adopted. 

Mr. CARPENTER. If the recommendations of the committee are 
adopted they will have this effect: We recommend concurrence in one 
amendment providing for a reduction of salary of $4,180 and concur- 
rence in the amendment reducing the appropriation for reclamation of 
arid lands $10,000, making a total reduction of $14,180. In that reduc- 
tion we recommend concurrence. 

The Committee on Agriculture recommended non-concurrence in the 
proposed increase of the appropriation for the laboratory with the addi- 
tion of these words: ‘‘ including experiments in manufacturing sugar from 
sorghum and other vegetable plants.’’ In that the committee recom- 
mends non-concurrence. 

It recommends non-concurrence in the decrease of the appropriation 
for furnishing the building and repairs, &c., $1,@00. It recommends 
non-concurrence in the reduction of the appropriation of contingent ex- 
penses of $2,000. If the report of the committee be adopted that will 
be its effect. 

y he report of the committee was adopted. 
* Mr. CARPENTER moved to reconsider the vote by which the re- 
port was adopted; and also moved that the motion to reconsider be laid 
on the table. 

The latter motion was agreed to. 


INDIAN APPROPRIATION BILL. 


Mr. RYAN, from the Committee on Appropriations, reported back 
the amendments of the Senate to the bill (H. R. 6900) making appro- 
priations for the current and contingent expenses of the Indian Depart- 
ment, and for fulfilling treaty stipulations with various Indian tribes, 
for the year ending June 30, 1884, and for other purposes, accompanied 
by the following report: 

The Committee on Appropriations, to whom was referred the bill (H R. 6900) 
making a cones ions for the current contingent expenses of the Indian Depart- 
ment, an for ulfilling treaty stipulations with various Indian tribes, for the year 
ending June 30, 1884, and for other pur, , together with the amendments of 
the Senate thereto, having considered the same, beg leave to report as follows: 

They recommend concurrence in the amendments of the Senate numbered 12, 
14, 24, 28, 29, 32, 33, 34, 35, 36, 37, 38, 41, 42, 43, 44, 45, 46, 47, 48, 49, 50, 51, 53, 54, 58,59, 
62, 66, 71, 72, 73, 76, and 78. 

They recommend non-concurrence in the amendments numbered 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 
6, 7, 8, 9, 10, 11, 13, 15, 16, 17, 18, 19, 20, 21, 22, 23, 25, 26, 27, 30, 31, 39, 40, 52, 55, 56, 57, 
60, 61, 63, 64, 65, 67, 68, 69, 70, 74, 75, and 77. 

Mr. RYAN. Isendstatement to the Clerk’s desk showing the status 
of this bill as now reported. 

The Clerk read as follows: 


Indian appropriation bill. 









Amount of estimates for 1884...............ccccecsssssesesceesecceesserscecsesesecensces $6, 725,731 54 
Amount of bill as passed the House.................:ccccccersesesseeseeeeeseeeees 5, 208, 955 91 
Amended in Senate committee...... a 154, 200 00 
I a iniciicictentinnetecasnwrcinssnegntmeveasneussegianseieninns sae 13, 100 00 
As referred with Senate amend ts to committee....................06 5, 376, 255 91 
Reduced by action of committec...................scsscesersesceeceeseenee cesses ceeens , 800 00 
a I I, OO I cnt syste cov ensncnoewnerenenngnatntsensssicoteravnenennsiann 5, 193, 455 91 
Less than appropriations for 1883...................c0csssseeseeeseeeneeeneeeeeeseeeenee 239,700 00 
Toes Chait QUAI Bot BIDE. 0.0.0 sce ccevccnscssecenccsscncosencnsconeosessccsesoonssscese 1,532,275 63 





The principal amendments non-concurred in are Nos. 53,54, 55,56, pages 45, 46» 
and Nos. 63, 64, 65, page 47, for industrial and other schools and schooling, $119,300; 
tes &c., of Sioux of Lake Traverse and Devil's Lake, Nos, 39 and 40 
page 41, $30,000. 

Senate bill with amendments less than appropriations for 1883, $106,900. 


SENATE AMENDMENTS. 











I INI, a ni.cl, so nuksnensonbonssubpensnqncnntedepaubstnban iene 
For Indian inspectors .............. 
For contingencies of service = 
For citizens serving without pensation.................000 
For pay of additional employés for the Sioux in Ne- 
braska and Dakota.................cccccscsesessesseseeceseseeensenseseress 5,000 00 |........cccceeeeee 
For completing negotiations with Sioux 
For instruction, &c., Navajoes ............... sini 5,000 00 
For support, &c., Sioux of Lake Trave ioe 
For support, &c., Sioux of Devil’s Lake.... 
For incidental expenses, Arizona............. 
For incidental expenses, Dakota............ 
For incidental expenses, New Mexico... 
a RRR a renee een 
For Indian schools, day and industrial .... iltniaibewns 
For repairing school buildings ...............cs.0ssesseeeeeseeeeeeeeees 
For transportation of school children ....................0000s000+ 
For care and support of Indian children at industrial, 
agricultural, and mechanical schools .....................s0+++« 58, 300 00 
For establishing Turtle Mountain band of Chippewas... 
To carry out provisions of act of June 15, 1880—Ute In- 
ee ar Pe 5,000 00 
To employ additional clerical force by Commissioner of | 
Indian Affairs, back work 
For removing Indians, in consolidating agencies... 




































Mr. RYAN. I also send to the Clerk’s desk a statement showing 


the amounts expended each year for education of Indian youth from 
1877 to 1882 inclusive; also amount appropriated for that purpose for 
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the current year, ending June 30, 1883; also the amount provided by | 


this bill for that purpose for the next fiscal year, ending June 30, 1884. 
The Clerk read as follows: 


| 1877. 1880. 1881. 1882. 





| 
Appropriations made in| 
fulfillment of treaty pro- | 
visions which pledge 
either oe sums a | | 
education or the suppo 
of specified schools $78, 422 $81,056 | $76,082 
} 
| 


| 
| 


‘tA | $75,950 $57, 450 
Expenditures for schools 
made from general funds 
appropriated or held in 
trust for the support and 
civilization ort li 66, 377 428 
Special appropriations 
made for education.........- 20,000 | 30,000 | 
Expended from civiliza- | 
tion fund for reservation cos | 


72, 49,030 | 122,448 | 116,292 


45, 490 | 





64,000 | 75,000 75,008 | 135,000 


rm) 
- 
SS 


ty 
od 


BOROONS 0. s2.ceceseree soessseocees 36,606 | 16,901 
Expended from civiliza- 

tion fund for schools at 

Hampton, Carlisle, and 

Forest Grove wc.ccesceeeeeeeees 
Expended from Sioux fund | | 


eg ape aaa TT ee en i ee 
188, 619 190, 225 | 290, 463 | 379, 288 





26,992 | 65,748 | 89,104 





22,086 | 1,614 





| | 





Nore.—These figures do not include the cost of rations and clothing used by 


ject deemed it desirable to attain. It matters not whether you make 
an advance of wages eighteen hours before the ship sails or three hours 
before it sails, it is still an advance of wages; and the object of the 
committee and the desire of the friends of the sailor is to see an end 
put to this entire system. For the purpose of showing how important 
this question has been considered by the shipping community and the 


| friends of the sailors, I shall read simply one of the many petitions 


which I hold in my hand, and which represents the substance of all ot 
those that have been sent to Congress upon the subject. I call the parti- 


| cularattention of gentlemen to this matter, so that they may see for them 


selves how great this evil is considered which is sought to be remedied: 
Whereas the system of seamen's advance wages has been, and is now, one of 
the most potent causes of evil to that class of men, making them an object of prey 
by offering inducements for bad men to imbrute them with liquor, and also tempt 
ing such persons to ship men, for the sake of the advance, in« apable of doing the 
duty required of them, thus imperiling the livesand property intrustedto their 
care on the sea; and believing as we dothat the highest interest of our seamen, 
ship-owners,and marine underwriters, and our whole country will be greatly 
benefited, we pray your honorable body to enact into a law the bill accompany 
ing this petition, withany amendments your wisdom may suggest; and as induty 
bound your petitioners willever pray. ; 


Legislation to break up that practice is embraced in the eleventh see 


| tion, by stopping the payment of advance wages in money hereatter. 


But the committee recognize the principle which I suggested last night 
inmy amendment, which was defeated, an amendment which came from 


| the friends of the sailor, and theretore if this amendment of the gentle 


| 411,538 | 


paris at agencies where regular issues of rations and goods are made to all the | 
n 


ians of the agency. 
Appropriations for school pw 


) ses for the current year ending June 3, 1883: 
Indirect, about $168,919; direct, 


87,200; total, $656,119. 


Appropriations for the same purpose by this bill as it passed the House: Indi- | 


rect, about $168,919; direct, $541,900; total, $710,819. 

As this bill passed the Senate it appropriated for this purpose, namely: Indi- 
rect, about $168,919; direct, $661,200; total, $830,819, 

Mr. RYAN. I movethat the report of the Committee on Appropria- 
tions be adopted as read by the Clerk. 

The motion was agreed to. 

Mr. RYAN moved to reconsider the vote by which the report was 
adopted; and also moved that the motion to reconsider be laid on the 
table. 

The latter motion was agreed to. 


ORDER OF BUSINESS. 
Mr. PAGE. I demand the regular order. 
The SPEAKER. The regular order is the call of committees for re- 


rts. 

Mr. PAGE. I move to dispense with the morning hour for the call 
of committees. 

The motion was agreed to (two-thirds voting in favor thereof). 


PUBLIC AFFAIRS IN ALASKA, 


The SPEAKER laid before the House a letter from the Secretary of 
the Treasury, transmitting a copy of a dispatch from Commander E. C. 
Merriman, commanding the United States steamer Adams, relating to the 
condition of affairs in Alaska; which was referred to the Committee on 
the Territories, and ordered to be printed. 


CLAIMS FOR INDIAN SUPPLIES. 


The SPEAKER also laid before the House a letter from the Secretary 
of the Treasury, transmitting a list of claims allowed under the act of 
August 7, 1882, for services rendered and supplies furnished on account 
of the Indian service; which was referred to the Committee on Appro- 
priations. 

LEAVE OF ABSENCE. 

By unanimous consent, indefinite leave of absence was granted to Mr. 
DUNN, on account of sickness. 

. MESSAGE FROM THE SENATE. 

A message fromthe Senate, by Mr. SymMpson, one of their clerks, 
anpounced that the Senate had passed a bill (S. 2047) to provide for 
the performance of the duties of the office of President in case of removal, 
death, resignation, or inability both of the President and Vice-Presi- 
dent; in which the concurrence of the House of Representatives was re- 
quested. 

AMERICAN SHIPPING. 

_The SPEAKER. The regular order is the consideration of the ship- 
ping bill. At the time of adjournmenton yesterday there was an amend- 
ment offered by the gentleman from Maine [Mr. MurcH], on which 
debate had been exhausted. 

Mr. CANDLER. I move to strike out the last word. 

The substitute of the gentleman from Maine was designed to permit 
an advance of wages paid tothe seamen. The object of the section re- 
ported by the committee of this House was to do away with the pay- 
ment of advance wages, considering it one of the greatest evils that now 
exist in connection with the merchant marine of this country. This 


proposition of the gentleman from Maine does away entirely with all 
of the ends which the committee : y 


after a full consideration of the sub- 














| landlord who had shipped three men in twodifferent ships, receiving 


man from Maine is voted down, as it should be, I shall propose as a sub 
stitute for the whole section as it will then stand, or as an addition tothe 
section as it stands amended by the gentleman from Massachusetts 
{[Mr. Crapo], the following words: 

It shall be lawful, however, for any seaman to stipulate in his shipping agree 
ment for the allotment of any portion of the wages which he may have earned 
to his wife, father, mother, grandfather, grandmother, child, grandchild, brother, 
or sister, or to any savings-bank, for the benefit of such seaman, and to no other 
person or corporation, 


I will say, Mr. Speaker, that this suggested amendment is in accord 
ance with the British law which was adopted in 1881. Not only in 
America, but all maritime nations of the earth recognize the fact that 
the sailor is degraded and robbed and defrauded of his money and earn 
ings by this system. In England they discussed a proposition to break 
up that system, for many years, as we have discussed it. In 1880 they 
passed just such a law as this committee proposes, excepting that they 
added to their law by amendment a provision similar to the one which 
I have suggested to be added to this bill. 

During the discussion of this question on yesterday the gentleman 
from Maine asked a question if there had not been a meeting in Phila- 
delphia of seamen to object to the passage of the bill, or of the friends 
of seamen, with a view to taking action to defeat the passage of the bill 
reported from the committee. I. answered rather abruptly and em 
phatically his question, but I see it is not reported in the journal, and 
I will read to him the answer of the Nautical Gazette, of New York, as 
to whether there was or was not a meeting of these seamen for the pur- 
pose indicated. This Gazette, I may be permitted to say, is the repre- 
sentative paper of the seamen in New York, and the answer given there 
is a full answer to his question. 

[Here the hammer fell. ] 

Mr. PAGE was recognized and yielded his time to Mr. CANDLER 

Mr. CANDLER. The following is from the Nautical Gazette : 

We find the following item in the Philadelphia North American of last Sat- 
urday : 

It relates to the meeting to which the gentleman from Maine has 
referred. 

‘The seamen will hold a meeting at Caledonia Hall to-night for the purpose 
of taking action relative to the bill now before Congress abolishing advance 
wages. The seamen claim that the present system of receiving an advance be 
fore shipping is the only way they have of providing for their families while 
away from port.” 

This is the answer: 

It should have read: ‘‘ The sailor boarding-house keepers, sharks, pimps, run 
ners, high-binders, and brothel-house keepers of this city will drive alot of poor, 
alleged sailors, lumpers, Xc., into Caledonia Hall to-night and force them to say 
that they protest against the abolishment of advance wages We will venture 
to say that not 3 per cent. of them have any “ families depending upon them 
for support while away from port, while the other 07 per cent. have a wife, or 
half a dozen of them for that matter, in every port they visit, which said wives 
do for the next sailor that comes in after the previous husband has sailed. We 
hope Congress will not listen to the protests of such There are not 
enough seamen in the port of Philadelphia at one t engaged in the foreign 
trade to fill the dining-room of an 18 by 20 foot house, let alone Caledonia Hall 
Steamers do not pay advance wages; coasters only pay about $, and therefore 
no one can be hurt by stopping advance wages except the sharks enumerated 


itherings 


lm 


above. 

Now, Mr. Speaker, remember this bill applies to foreign trade. It 
is called for, I say, by the most intelligent men of thiscountry. [hold 
in my hand also the Sailors’ Magazine, indorsing the report which I 
presented from the Committee on Commerce some time ago. It takes 
up our report, commending it in every possible way It also gives an 
extract from the proceedings at a trial in Philadelphia, indicating one 
of the abuses which occurred: 

In Tracy vs. Blanchois, common pleas court, at Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, 


October 21, 1869, in which case the plaintiff sought to recover 900 from a sailor 
$i 4) there- 





: 





on 
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for, his honor, Judge Pierce, presiding, in charging the jury used the following | 


languag: 

“Gentlemen of the jury: Lhave always been of the opinion that the port of 
Philadelphia was a free port, but the evidence elicited in this trial shows me 
that | was mistaken, It seems that there is one organization here that controls 
the merchant, the master, and the sailor, and prevents other men from engaging 
in a business lawful in itself, Gentlemen of the jury, I hesitate not to say that, 
if these men were presented for griminal conspiracy aguinst the interests of the 
port of Philadelphia T would instruct a grand jury to tind a bill against them.” 


I read also other authorities which show the importance of this bill 


and indorse and sustain the opinions and arguments [ have presented | 


to the House. 


In this connection, and as providing cumulative testimony to the imminent 
demand for and general merit of the proposed movement to abolish the * ad- 
vance-wages "' system, we present extracts from the Annual Report of the Na- 


| quote the following from the Sailors’ Magazine: 


tional Board of Health, in 1879. Appendix K is a‘ Report on the Ilygiene of | 


the Mercantile Marine, with Recommendations,’ by R. H. Bailhachie, surgeon 
United States Marine-Hospital Service, Among the subjects which this officer 
investigated by direction of the Surgeon-General of the United States Marine- 
Hospital Service was that of * Advance wages to seamen and the effects thereof.”’ 
Upon this Dr. Bailhachie reports as follows : 

“The ‘advance-wages’ system is regarded by some as a necessary evil, but 
the weight of evidence shows that such ‘advances’ generally fall into the hands 
of boarding-house keepers or their agents, and do not go to the family of the 
seaniin or to his own credit, while out of employment.” 

In the language of Assistant Surgeon John Godfrey, United States Marine- 
Hospital Service, ** No matter how much we deplore the condition of * poor Jack,’ 
mace the victim as he is of sharpers on all hands, no one cares to extend the hos- 
pitalities of a home to him.” 

Passed Assistant Surgeon J. M. Gassaway, United States Marine-Hospital Serv- 
ioe, district of the Pacific, writes as follows: ** The subject of advance wages I 

»proach with considerable hesitation; to my mind it presents the key-note of 
discord between the sailor and the merchant, and the sailor andthe public gen- 
eraliy. It has proved itself abundantly to be an_ almost unmitigated nuisance, 
and on its continuance depends a continuance of the brutal atrocities on the part 
of boarding-house masters which are too common to need exampleshere. If the 
sailor is ever to be made a reasoning being he is to be made sothrough the abo- 
lition of the advance system. On this coast wages are from $20 to $30 per month, 
and the advance paid is from one to three months’ wages—more often the latter. 
This advance is in the form of a note, payable three days after the vessel sails, 
by the agent of the vessel at the port whence she sails, and is indorsed to the 
boarding-house master, The men who have signed the articles are put aboard 
at the appointed time, so drunk, 80 per cent. of them, that they are useless for 
twenty-four or forty-cight hours, On getting to work the officers rapidly dis- 
cover that of all the crew that shipped as able or ordinary seamen, less than one- 
half (less than one-fourth in many cases) of the men who have been paid in ad- 
vance for two or three months are competent to perform any of the more im- 
portant duties of the grade for which they have shinped, and, as occurred at this 
port a few months ago, one-half of the crew shipping as ordinary seamen had 
never been out of sight of land in their lives before. 

“The effect on the crew is no less disastrous; suffering from the effects of his 
last debauch, brought to a more or less sudden close, sore from the beating his 
boarding-house muster deemed necessary to inflict to get him on board, or to 
settic a disputed account, his earliest reflections are that the lion's share, if not 
all, of his yet unearned pay for the next two or three monthsis in the pocket of 


his betrayer, in liquidation of whisky bills at fabulous prices, or the purchase of | agrees to take advance pay, or if the master agrees to pay it to him, to 


some articles of his * kit,’ the worthlessness of which may be gathered from the 





| 
fact that it is necessary to replenish itevery voyage. A man under such circum. | 


stances can not perform his duty readily—sulky, ill-humored, as slow as he dare 
be, careless, designedly ineflicient, is it singular that the largest number of sea- 
going vessels that are wrecked are lost on their outward passage ? 

“The advance-wages system is the curse of the seaman. No one profits by it 
except the boarding-house master and his satellite. It is a direct and powerful 
incentive to scoundrelly shipping masters to drag and intoxicate boys and old 
men, epileptics and maniacs (one such case having been brought to this office 
within a month or two) in order to get their advance. The best interests of all 
concerned make it imperative, in my opinion, that legislation looking to the en- 


tire abolition of the advance system be at once had, Stern necessity will teach | 


the sailor, as it has taught the farmer, the merchant, the mechanic, the laborer 
in every other calling, that the wages from the last job must be husbanded until 
another is obtained. That an advance is not absolutely necessary may be gath- 
ered from the fact that the United States Navy and the Revenue Marine are 
constantly besieged by eager applicants to enlist as seamen for less pay, stricter 
discipline, and obligations to provide a uniform, than are found in the merchant 
service, and without an advance, and he might have added, ‘submit toa thorough 
physical examination before enlistment.’” 

Further on in thissame report we find this paragraph, which is not too strong 
in its expression of truth: 

“ But the curse of the advance-wages system does not end with the demorali- 
zation, the drunkenness and debauchery, and consequent evil to moral and 
physical health wrought in the boarding-house. As it seizes upon him the mo- 
ment he sets foot on shore, so it follows him until he isagain afloat,and the 
world is sick of the details of the methods of shipping crews and the cruelties 
practiced upon them at sea, The testimony of all who have studied the subject 
practically 1s to the effect that there can be no improvement in the condition of 
the sailor until the payment of wages in advance is absolutely and effectually 
prohibited. The only argument in favor of the system which is seriously urged 

that from the improvident habits of the sailor it is necessary to furnish him 
with the means to buy his ‘ kit’ before he can go aboard for any ordinary voy- 
age. This is hardly worth a moment’sconsideration. The steward, sailmaker, 
carpenter, and other petty officers, the fireman, coal-heavers, and all others em- 
ployed in the engine-room of steamers rarely, if ever, receive any advance, while 
their ‘ kits’ cost more than those of the ordinary seaman. The General Govern- 
ment only can cope with the difficulty, It is worse than useless, in face of the 


ery of the past, to look for any relief from State legislation or from private 
effort.” 


I could fill an hour's speech with quotations proving the facts with 
regard to this abominable and pernicious system of advance wages. 
The gentleman from Maine [Mr. Murcu] referred to the fact that the 
sailor required the money for his clothing. The truth is that the sail- 
ors to-day have their advance for clothing, but the complaint is that they 
go on board the ships naked and robbed, without the means of protect- 
ing themselves from the inclemencies of the weather. 

If the gentleman from Maine and the House will read the twelfth 
section—I am now speaking of section 11—if they will read the twelfth 
section they will find that the Committee on Commerce-and the ship- 
ping commission in their wisdom, in my judgment, make it in that 
clause incumbent that every ship shall carry clothing, boots, tobacco, 
everything that contributes to the sailor's comfort; and that the law 
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also has that excellent provision that only 25 per cent. over the whole- 
sale price shall be charged to the sailor for clothing, &c. So you 
see that in the foreign trade—mind this does not apply to the home 
trade—we have met wisely this pernicious evil as England has met it, 
and as I say the best sentiment and the most intelligent sentiment 
demands we shall act upon it. It protects the sailor in every way we 
‘an by having a slop-chest on board the vessel; and further it gives him 
the right-—— 

The SPEAKER. The time of the gentleman has expired. 

Mr. CANDLER. I hope the amendment of the gentleman from 
Maine wiil be voted down and that an opportunity will be given to per- 
fect this section. I withdraw the pro forma amendment. 

Mr. MURCH. I renew the pro forma amendment. I am sorry and 
surprised to hear a man whom I respect so much, not only for his wisdom 
and his legal attainments—— 

Mr. CANDLER. Not legal attainments. 

Mr. MURCH. You are something of a lawyer—but whom I respect 
also for his patriotism as an American citizen, quote the laws of Great 
Britain to be applied to a free American citizen. Do you want to in- 
flict on the United States laws of royalty? I think not. 

My amendment, Mr. Speaker, simply recognizes the sailor as a re- 
sponsible human being; that is all. Iam asmuch opposed to the land- 
lord system as any man living, for I have seen its iniquities, and I want 
to relieve the common sailor of the robberies perpetrated upon him by 
that class ofmen. But I believe the way to elevate the American sailor 
is to elevate him in fact; to give him to understand that he is a man 
endowed with all the responsibilities of manhood and citizenship, and 
that he is able in the eye of the law to protect his own contract. The 
law only recognizes him to-day as an infant incapable of exercising the 
judgment of an American citizen; and I say that is entirely wrong. 

I have no fear of any abuse of the advance system of wages if my 
amendment is adopted. The captain or master of a ship can agree for 
a short or long time of service, and he can agree for a small amount of 
advance as he may do now. 

Mr. Speaker, I desire to presenta supposable case. Suppose a sailor, 
in the city of New York for instance, impoverished by sickness or non- 
employment, is entirely without clothing or sea supplies, how is he to 
get it except by going to the ship’s slop-chest and paying there to one 
man, without any competition, whatever he may be charged? True the 
bill fixes the limit of 25 per cent., but I know that people do not always 
adhere to the law; and it is possible that the common sailor may be 
charged even 100 per cent. profit. But Ido not want this thing to rest 
upon any such contingency as the slop-chest. I want the man if he 


purchase his own supplies. I am not going to suppose every sailor is a 
drunkard or a fool. 1 am going to suppose the common sailor isa man, 
and not only a man but the grandest of men, ready on all occasions to 
risk his life for hisemployer’s property, and ready also to divide his last 
cent always with the poorand needy. The sailor is proverbially gener- 
ous and free hearted. [Here the hammer fell. ] 

Mr. FLOWER. I will take the floor and yield my time to the gentle- 
man from Maine. : 

Mr. MURCH. I do not want any more time, and withdraw the pro 
Jorma amendment. 

The question was taken, by a viva voce vote, on the amendment of Mr. 
Murcu; and the Speaker announced that the noes appeared to have it. 

Mr. MURCH. | call for the yeas and nays on that amendment. 
The question was taken upon ordering the yeas and nays; and there 
were 26 in the affirmative. : 

The SPEAKER. The Chair thinks that one-fifth have not voted in 
favor of ordering the yeas and nays. 

Mr. MURCH. Let the other side be counted. 

A further count was made, and there were 83 in the negative. 

So (one-fifth voting in favor thereof) the yeas and nays were ordered. 

Mr. McCOOK. Let the amendment be again read. 

The SPEAKER. The amendment, not having been read this morn- 
ing, will be now read by the Clerk. 

The Clerk read the amendment, as follows: 

Strike out section Ll and insert in lieu thereof the following - 

“ Masters, agents, or owners of vessels may contract with seamen for the prose- 
cution of a passage or voyage to or from any domestic or foreign port at the office 
of the owner, consignee, or agent of their vessel, or on board of such vessel, not 
less than eighteen hours prior to the clearance of such vessel, and may pay ad- 
vance wages or not as such master, agent, or owner and the seaman may mut- 
ually agree; such advance shall be paid to the seaman in person, and no orders 
shall be giver to pay advance wages of such seaman to any person except to some 
member of his family, upon the written order of the seaman on whose account 
such advance wages may be paid.” 

The question was taken; and there were—yeas 99, nays 116, not vot- 
ing 84; as follows: 


YEAS—99. 
Armfield, Blount, Clements, Deuster, 
Atkins, I ; Cobb, Dowd, 
Barbour, Buchanan, Converse, Duero, 
Beach, Buckner, Cook, Dwight, 
Beltzhoover, Burrows, Jos.H,. Covington, E-rmentrout, 
Berry, Cabell, Cox, Samuel 8. Evins, 
Bingham, Caldwell, Cox, William R. Flower, 
Blackburn, Cassidy, Culberson, Ford, 
Blanchard, Chapman, Curtin Forney, 
Bland, Clark, Davis, Lowndes H. Garrison, 
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Lewis, Paul, Thompson, P. B 
oe Manning, Phelps, Tuc ke r, ; 
Hardenbergh, Martin, Phister, Turner, Henry ¢ 
Hardy Matson, Randall, Purner, Osear 
Haseltine, McKenzie, Reese, Upson 
Hatch, McLean, Jas. H. Rice, Theron M.  Van« 

Hewitt, G. W. MeMillin, Robinson, Wm. FE. Van Acrnan 
Hoblitzell, Mills, Scales, Van Voorhis 
lloge Money, Simonton, Warner, 
Holman Morrison, seemnen, 7. he “. er ni, 

; se W. Moulton, Singleton, Otho R ritthorne 
—— compe ©. se ldrow. Smalls, Williams, Thomas 
Knott, Murch, Sparks, Willis, 
Leedom, Mutchler, Steele, Wise, George D 
Le Fevre, Nolan, Stockslager, 

NAYS—116, 

Errett MecCoid, Shatlenberyer 

—_—, Farwell, Sewell 8. MeCook, Sherwin, 
Barr Fisher, McKinley, Skinner, 
Bayne, George, Miles, Smith, A. Herr — 
Belmont, Grout, Miller, Smith, Dietrich C, 
Bisbee, Guenther, Moore, Smith, J. Iyatt 
Bowman, Hammond, John Morey, Speer, 
Brewer, Harmer, Neal, Spooner 
Briggs, Haskell, Norcross, Stone, 
Browne, Heilman, ONeill, Strait, 
Brumm, Hill, Page, Taylor, 
Buck, Hitt, Payson, Thomas, : 
Burrows, Julius C. Horr, Peelle, Thompson, Wm. G. 
Calkins, Hubbs, Peirce, Townsend, Amos 
Campbell, Humphrey, Pettibone, Tyler, i 

ler, Jacobs, Pound, Updegraff, 
Cannon, Jadwin, Ranney, Van Horn, 
Carpenter, Jones, Phineas y, Wadsworth, 
Chace, Jorgensen, Reagan, Wait, 
Crapo, oyce, Reed, Walker, 
Cravens, Kasson, Rice, Wm. W. Ward, 
Cullen, Kelley, Rich, Washburn, 
Davis, George R. Ketcham, Ritchie, Watson, 
Dawes, Lacey, Robeson, Webber, 
Deering, Lindsey, Robinson, Geo. D. West, 
De Motte, Lord, Robinson, Jas. 8. White, 
Dezendorf, Lynch, Rosecrans, Villiams, Chas. G 
Dibrell, Mackey, Russell, Wood, Walter A, 
Dingley, Marsh, Ryan, Young. 

NOT VOTING—S4. 

Aiken, Farwell, Chas. B., Hubbell, Robertson 
Atherton, Frost, Hutchins, Ross, 
Belford, Fulkerson, Jones, James K. Scoville, 
Black, Gibson, Kenna, Scranton, 
Bliss, Godshalk, Klotz, Shackelford, 
Butterworth, Hall, Ladd, Shelley, 
Camp, Hammond, N..J. Latham, Shultz, 
Carlisle, Harris, Benj. W. Mason, Spaulding, 
Caswell, Harris, Henry &8 MeClure, Springer, 
Clard Hazelton, McLane, Robt.M. Talbott, 
Colerick, Henderson, Morse, Townshend, R. W 
Cornell, Hepburn, Mosgrove, Urner, 
Crowley, Herbert, Oates, Valentine, 
Cutts, Herndon, Pacheco, Willits, 
Darrall, Hewitt, Abrun 8S. Parker, Wilson, 
Davidson, Hiscock, Prescott, Wise, Morgan RB. 
Dunn, Hooker, Rice, John B. Wood, Benjamin 
Dunnell, Houk, Richardson, D. P. 
Ellis, House, Richardson, J. 8. 


So the amendment was not agreed to. 
The following pairs were announced: 


Mr. CORNELL with Mr. BLACK. 


Mr. SPAULDING with Mr. JoNes, of Arkansas. 
Mr. VALENTINE with Mr. DAVIDSON. 


Mr. RICHARDSON, of New York, with Mr. RicHArpson, of South 


Carolina. 


Mr. HUBBELL with Mr. BLACKBURN. 

Mr. DUNNELL with Mr. HArRIs, of New Jersey. 
Mr. HENDERSON with Mr. TOWNSHEND, of Lllinois. 
Mr. URNER with Mr. MCLANE, of Maryland. 
Mr. MASon with Mr. KENNA. 
Mr. DARRALL with Mr. TALBOTT. 

Mr. Hovuk with Mr. Fu.KERSON. 

Mr. WILLITs with Mr. HAMMOND, of Georgia. 


Mr. BELFORD with Mr. AIKEN. 
Mr. COX, of New York. 


HEWITT] is detained from the House by sickness. 
he would vote on this question if he were present. 


’ a“ 


I desire to state that my colleague [Mr. 
I do not know how 


The result of the vote was then announced as above stated. 

Mr. CANDLER. I move to amend section 11, by adding to it that 
which I send to the Clerk’s desk: 

The Clerk read as follows: 


It shall be lawful, however, for any seaman to stipulate in his shipping agree- 
ment for an allotment of any portion of the wages which he may have earned 
to his wife, father, mother, grandfather, grandmother, child, grandchild, brother 
or sister, or to any savings bank for the benefit of such seaman, and to no other 
person or corporation. 


Mr. VAN VOORHIS. I move to amend the amendment by striking 


out the words ‘having earned’’ and inserting the word ‘‘earn;’’ so | 


that it willread ‘any portion of the wages which he may earn,” &e. 

Mr. COX, of New York. I desire simply to re-enforce the amend- 
ment of my friend from Massachusetts [Mr. CANDLER], and if the 
House has resolved to keep in the bill this section I thin 


ik his amend- 
ment should be adopted. 


Although the present law seems to be almost 
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} 
sire, neve cles 1 t i that haw present 

reas 

No ad = shall bx © or andy urity ‘ 
but to the sez in himself, or to his wite or other; and no advance of wage 
shall be made or advance security given, unless the agreement co sastipu 
lation for the same and an accurate statement of the amount there wid 
advance wages or advance security shall be given to any seaman, except 
presence of t shipping commiss « 


} 


It was supposed when that law 


t was made that we had provided a 
pertect guard against the landlord sharks of thiscountry. In England 
ntimated vesterday, the law is still more stringent than our law 
or the amendment here vet, as I am informed by mereh 
that law is constantly evaded by means of orde rs, notes, A« 
Mr. CANDLER 1 will ask the gentleman whether the law 
he has just read does not refer to advance wares ? This amendment 


as Was 


proposed ants 


which 


proposes to authorize the allotment of wages which may have been 
earned. 

Mr. COX, of New York. The gentleman is right about that; but 
my remarks apply to wages already earned or wages to be earned. All 


we have to do isto adopt the most stringent law possible to insure that 
the money earned by the sailors may go to their families. That is all 


| we can do; and even then, as I prophesy, the law will be evaded 


| theservice 


Mr. ROBESON. Mr. Speaker, it is well enough before we proceed 
further with the consideration of this bill that this whole subject should 
be understood, since it can be understood in a few moments. Gentle 
men will understand that the admiralty laws of our country and of 
every other civilized and commercial nation proceed somewhat upon the 
principle that the sailor is a ward of the Government. The difficulty 
which has been presented is this: When a sailor comes into port atter a 
voyage he is seized upon by the sailor-landlord **sharks,”’ induced to 
drink, kept drunk, and supplied with the means of gratifying his pas 
sions until he has contracted indebtedness enough to cover his advances 
wages; and then he is taken to the shipping-master and shipped in order 
that the landlord may draw those wages, the sailor being at the time 
often drunk and drugged—“* shanghaied ”’ as it is technically called in 
Thisisthediticulty which we seek toremedy. In doing this 
we must put certain restraints upon individual liberty, if you choose 
the freedom of individual action. Here we always meet with difliculty ; 
and one of the great difficulties in the present case is that if you do not 
allow the sailor before he goes to sea, possibly for years, to receive ad 
vance wages, some provision must be made for his family, such as is made 
in the Navy and such as is now sought to be made in this bill, that the 
sailor shall have the right oes to sea to allot, as it is called.a 
portion of his wag he benefit of the family that he leaves behind 


before he ¢ 


for ti 


| a family depending upon him for support, and who if this allotment be 


not allowed must be 
they live. 


lett to the beneticence of the community in whicl 


As will thus be seen, there are two sides to this question If you 
refuse altogether the payment of advance wages, there is no support for 
| the sailor’s family; if you allow the sailor’s landlord to collect those 


| should by law interfere to some extent with the 


| giving some little leeway 


| 
| 
| 


| commodations, well ventilated, warmed, 


advance wages, there is still no support for the sailor’s family. 
I make this statement in order that 
derstood; that gentlemen may sce 


the whole question may be un 
the necessity in this case that we 
right of the individ 
ual to control his own earnings, and at the same time the necessity of 
that provision may be made for the support 
of the family or other dependents of the sailor 

The SPEAKER. Does the gentleman from Massachusetts [Mr 
CANDLER] accept the modification proposed by the gentleman trom 
New York [Mr. VAN Vooruts] ? 

Mr. CANDLER. I see no objection to it 

The amendment as modified was agreed to 

The Clerk read as follows: 

Sec. 12. That every vessel mentioned in the preceding section shall also tx 
provided with a slop-chest, which shall contain a complement of clothing for 
the intended voyage for each: seaman employed, including boots or shi 
or caps, under clothing and outer clothing, oiled clothing, and eve 
essary for the wear of a seaman; also a full supply of tobacco and blankets. 
Any of the contents of the slop-chest shall be sold, from time to time, to any or 
every seaman applying therefor, for his own use, at a profit not exceeding 25 per 
cent. of the reasonable wholesale value of the same at the port at which the 
voyage commenced. 

Mr. MCLEAN, of Missouri. I move to amend section 12 by insert 
ing after the words ‘‘ that every vessel mentioned in the preceding sec 
tion’’ the words ‘‘ shall have, keep, and m: 
and 


stated on 


*s, hats 
rvthing nee 





intain proper sleeping ac 
onfortable quarters for 
seamen, and this fiet shall be 
certificate.”’ 
This is a very important amendment for the benefit of sailors on th 
ocean, lakes, and rivers. It is not m 
against owners, officers, &c rr) 


ry inspection and clearance 


a hue and «7 
thoughtless] 


y intention to rai 


wy may be innocently, 


the direct cause of untold suffering in not furnishing the scalors ane 
deck-hands proper, comfortable, warmed sleeping accommodatio I 
mean a heated, dry sleeping-room, The distinction must be made, | 
cause on ocean-coing vessels, no matter whether it ummer or wint 


the forecastle is usually damp, either from the character of the car 
or from the wet clothes of the ll 


sailors. ‘To illustrate A northerly gale 
springs up, and all hands ar 
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form other duties incident to seafaring life. The pelting rain, hail, or | Mr. COX, of New York. I offer the following amendment, to come 


snow storm drenches their clothes. No rubber or oil-skin coverings | 


can stand those sea rains and piercing cold winds. The sailors are, as 
the saying is, ‘chilled to the marrow-bones.’’ . After maybe hours of 
this dreadful exposure in the rigging or on deck they are ordered below. 
Then a warmed forecastle and a heated stove would gladden the sailor’s 
heart, dry his clothes, and make him forget the howling tempest and 
angry waves fora while. But no; the place he is to sleep and eat in is 
wet—yes, dripping wet, cold, dreary, and gloomy; his shipmates soured 
and complaining. Then comes the bitter and despairing cry, ‘* Give me 
something to warm me!"’ It may be the first drink. His dear mother’s 
warning voice is hushed and forgotten. 

This is not an overdrawn picture. There are gentlemen on this floor 
who have witnessed many scenes like this. Change the picture to our 
great Mississippi River. That mammoth steamer is lying at the river 
bank taking on a cargo of corn or cotton. The deck-hands are singing 
their usual songs. A storm has come on, but the deck-hand is not 
allowed to stop ** toting the cotton or the corn.’’ Rain or shine, it is all 
the same. That commercial leviathan must not lie there on expenses. 
Phe lines are hauled on board and the boat is plowing her way on 
that grand old river to her destination. Where are those deck-hands 
who worked so hard and faithfully, breasting the storm, hurrying to 
wet the steamer on her journey? There is no place, no room, set apart 
for them, no fire to warm them and dry their clothes. You will tind 
some of them have crept under the boilers, their heads resting on a stick 
of cord-woeod for a pillow, trying to get some sleep preparatory to being 
called on watch or to land at another corn-pile, to go over the same 
hard work until the boat is loaded. Who is at fault, who is to blame 
for the neglect and sufferings of those poor sailors and deck-hands for 
want of warmed sleeping accommodations? Congress will be to blame 
if it does not now insert as part of this wise shipping bill a clause giving 
to our country such governing laws as will from this time forward ex- 
tend to hard-worked mariners simple justice. 

Many have said our deck-hands out West are nearly all negroes. 
Yes; they are. But black-skinned labor is commercially as white as 
any man’s, and demands the same protection, 

The gentleman from California [Mr. PAGR] has stated that nine- 
tenths of our seamen are foreigners. No doubt about it. Why is it? 
[ answer the question and challenge contradiction. The officers and 
owners of vessels, steamers, &c., do not give the young fishermen and 
coastmen the warm sleeping comforts they are entitled to; hence they 
will not ship with them ; they seek other employment. God bless the 
bethel sailors’ missions everywhere. Goon with your good work of re- 
form. But I implore you all tocommence at the beginning end of the 
line. Hang up a motto in every mission and execute the mandate: 
**No vessel, steamer, or steamboat shall leave this port until comfort- 
able sleeping quarters are furnished and maintained for the seamen and 
rivermen.,”’ 

Mr. DINGLEY. I desire to call the attention of my friend from 
Missouri [Mr. MCLEAN] to the provision of existing law upon this sub- 


ject. Section 4572 of the Revised Statutes provides that ‘‘every such 


vessel,’’ that is every vessel engaged in the foreign trade, ‘* shall be pro- 
vided with fuel and a safe and suitable room in which a fire can be kept 
for the use of seamen.’’ I ask the gentleman how much further than 
this his amendment proposes to go? 

Mr. MCLEAN, of Missouri. It simply proposes to provide in this 
shipping bill a guarantee that every sailor shall have these accommoda- 
tions for his comfort. 

Mr. DINGLEY. In addition to the requirements of the present law ? 

Mr. McLEAN, of Missouri. Yes, sir; because I would have this pro- 
vision apply not only to vessels in the foreign trade, but to coasting ves- 
sels and to those upon our western lakes and rivers. 

Mr. DINGLEY. In these sections we are dealing with vessels en- 
gaged in the foreign trade; and the section of the Revised Statutes to 
which I have referred relates to this same subject. It seems to me that 
the amendment of my friend from Missouri had better be deferred until 
we proceed to legislate with reference to the coasting trade. The law 
now reaches vessels engaged in the foreign trade. I think it possible 
that when we come to legislate with reference to vessels engaged in the 
coasting trade some additional provision of this kind may be required; 
but I suggest to my friend whether it would not be better to withdraw 
the amendment at this time, and if he thinks proper prepare an amend- 
ment specifically addressed to the coastwise trade. 

Mr. McLEAN, of Missouri. This amendment does not conflict with 
the other provisions of the bill in regard to foreign vessels; and I think 
it well we should in this bill take means to secure to the sailor his 
right to a warm forecastle. I claim that the master or owner of the 
vessel is under an obligation to have men there for the purpose of keep- 
ing the place warm. 1 know what it is to be on board of a vessel. The 
sailor is told, ‘* There is your place; go and occupy it.’ The cook has 
charge of the only warm place there is. 

I demand a division on my amendment. 

The House divided; and there were—ayes 9, noes not counted. 

So the amendment was disagreed to. 

The Clerk read as follows: 


See. 13. That all masters and owners of vesselsshall have the right to ship and 
pay off the men they employ. 





in at the end of that section: 

All laws or parts of laws requiring the payment of any remuneration to the 
shipping commissioner for the shipping of seamen, if shipped by said master or 
owner, be, andthe same is hereby, repealed. 

Where there is no duty done no fee should be collected. It is agreed 
that will be accepted by my friends on the other side of the House. 

Mr. PAGE. Does it repeal the shipping law ? 

Mr. COX, of New York. It does not repeal the shipping law, but it 
only provides that where the work is done by the masters or owners of 
a ship no fees are to be collected by the shipping commissioners. 

Mr. MURCH. If that amendment is open to another amendment, I 
have one to offer. 

Mr. DINGLEY. I rise for the purpose of opposing the amendment 
of the gentleman from New York, or rather, Mr. Speaker, I rise for the 
purpose of explaining what the effect of the amendment of the gentle- 
man from New York would be. The legislation proposed by the gen- 
tleman would practically repeal the shipping-commissioner act of 1572. 
It does not repeal it in so many words, but by prohibiting the payment 
of any fee where the master does not choose to go before the commis- 
sioner, it would practically have that effect. 

I wish to say further, Mr. Speaker, that there is no commercial na- 
tion on the face of the earth but provides some official under the gov- 
ernment, as in England, in the nature of asuperintendent, and in other 
countries in the nature of an officer of customs, who shall examine and 
see that the seaman when he signs the shipping agreement understands 
its purport and understands the voyage in which he proposes to engage, 
and also to see that he is sober and able to appreciate it. This is the 
law of England and the law of every other commercial nation on the face 
of the earth. 

Now, it seems to me, Mr. Speaker, if we are going to repeal the ship- 
ping-commission act of 1872, that we should provide some substitute, 
some official under the Government before whom the master of the ves- 
sel and the seaman shall go for the purpose of completing the shipping 
agreement. 

I hope my friend from New York will not undertake on this bill to 
go as far as his amendment seems to go. 

I am entirely willing the provision of the bill as it stands should re- 
main, giving the master of the vessel the right to make his own en- 
gagement with the seaman, to provide in fact—for that would be the 
practical effect—that when the agreement is signed the seaman shall go 
before the shipping commissioner and the shipping commissioner shall 
ascertain whether he understands the purport of the agreement which 
he has signed. 

Remember that the shipping-commission act of 1872 was passed jor 
the purpose of obviating that great evil of ‘‘shanghaiing,’’ as it is 
termed, the evil whereby thesailor-landlord took possession of the sailor, 
and having him home drunk, in that condition had him sign an agree- 
ment to go to a port to which he did not wish to go, so that when he 
woke on the vessel out of his drunken sleep he found he was shipped to 
a port to which he never intended to go. It was provided there should 
be shipping commissioners appointed by the circuit courts of the United 
States, before whom all agreements for shipping should be signed. 

I hope the gentleman from New York [Mr. Cox] will not undertake 
to repeal legislation of such great importance. Perhaps some amend- 
ment may be suggested providing the duty of the shipping commis- 
sioner shall be performed by the collector of customs. 

Mr. COX, of New York. In reply to what has fallen from my friend 
from Maine [Mr. MurcH], let me say that the first question members 
would ask is why this section 13 isin this bill atall? It provides that 
the masters and owners of vessels shall have the right to ship and pay 


for the men they employ. That section was the unanimous voice of 


our committee. 

Mr. PAGE. No. 

Mr. COX, of New York. With the exception of one, the Senator 
from Michigan [Mr. CoNGER]. With that exception we all agreed to it, 
although we dissented on other matters of shipping. It was the unani- 
mous voice at least of the House members of the committee. 

All my amendment proposes is that where a master or owner makes 
the contract directly with his servant, the seaman, the shipping com- 
missioner, having no duty, shall receive no fee; where there is no work, 
no pay. 

I do not propose by my amendment to repeal the shipping-commis- 
sionact. Letthatremain. If owners and masters propose to raise their 
crews by the aid of the shipping commissioner, very well; let them do 
it, and let them pay the commissioner for doing it. 

But what is the operation of this shipping-commission act? I will 
tell members of the committee what it is in New York city. We have 
a shipping commissioner, Captain Duncan, who under the law is bound 
to return an account of his stewardship and collections to the United 
States court for confirmation. Any surplus of fees collected is to be 
placed in the Treasury. He ships seamen and gets these fees. He got 
in one year of which I have an account, 1878, amounting to $34,559.75. 
His expenses that year were $34,062.78. There was a deficiency from 
1877 of $219.33. 

A little sum was then due to the Treasury. Iam not aware of any 
such dues since. These accounts were then referred toa master. He 
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stated that the United States attorney objects to the passage of those 
accounts, on the ground that the salaries paid to the deputy commis- 
sioners of $3,800 a year each are too large; that improper arrangements 
were entered into at the beginning of the year between the commis- 
sioner and his deputies; that they are indefinite; that there was no 
proper account kept by the commissioner of the payments made to his 


ceipts of 1878 should be disallowed. Commissioner Gutman overrules 
all objections excepting the last named, and submitted the accounts 
for the approval of the court. The salaries charged in the vouchers ac- 
companying the report are as follows: C. C. Duncan, $ ,000; F. C. Dun- 
can, $3,800; G. F. Duncan, $3,800; C. D. Duncan, $1,583.33, and H. 
E. Duncan, $1,266.67. There.are seventeen other employ és on the sal- 
aried list. At that time the New York Herald in an editorial said 
that ‘‘Commissioner Duncan’s accounts may be properly kept, but to 
have nearly half the outlay of his office go into the hands of his own 
family is, to say the least, in very bad taste.’’ 

Since that time this curious official procedure has gone on; yet not 
one cent of the collections went into the Treasury. In his examina- 
tion the other day Captain Duncan swore that he collected $20,000 as 
the aggregate fees for shipping seamen, and he was asked if that went 
into the Treasury, and he answered ** No,’’ but to himself and his three 
sons and to other supernumerary officers. Here is the testimony (pages 
59 and 60): 

Mr. Cox. What is the expense of running your office? 

Captain Duncan. The office fees last year amounted to 320,000; the expense 
is defrayed by fees. 

Mr. Cox. What are the salaries of your officers? 

Captain Duncan. The salary is fixed by Congress as not to exceed $4,000 tothe 
deputies. 

Mr. Cox. What is the aggregate amount of salary; is 
into the Treasury? 

Captain Duncan. On one or two occasions, but we have to economize to get 
th 





there any surplus paid 


at. 

Mr. Cox. How many officers have you ? 
Captain Duncan, Three deputies. 

Mr. Cox, Who are they? 

Captain Dun#*an. My three sons. I have a cashier, Mr. Lewis Belcher; an 
out-door steamer deputy, Mr. Frank Paulton ; two out-door oflicers, Mr. Hank 
and Mr. Rangeford. 

Mr. Cox. Your jurisdiction extends to all parts of New York? 

Captain Duncan. My jurisdiction extends to wherever the port extends, 

Mr. Cox. You say the aggregate fees of the office are about $20,000? 

Captain Duncan, About that. The maximum salaries are fixed by law 

Mr. Cox. Any surplus paid last year? 

Captain DuNcAN. No, sir. 

Mr. Cox. Did you render your account? 

Captain DuNncAN. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Cox. Are your men pretty well employed all the time? 

Captain DUNCAN. Sometimes; it varies. 

Mr. Cox. How many sailors have you shipped during the year? 

Czuptain Duncan. We shipped a great many more than the fees called for— 
about 10,000 men last year. Where a man makes a second voyage in a ship all 
the work is done free. 

Mr. Cox. These fees pay every expense of your office? 

Captain DuncaAN, Yes, sir; every expense. The shipping fees paid by the 
shipping-master run all the way from $2 to $). 

So, Mr. Speaker, this system, which is nothing more than shipping 
commissioner’s fees, has become a burden and nuisance to the commerce 
of New Yorkcity. Hence, from the testimony taken by the committee, 
including that of leading merchants and that of Dr. Thomas and others, 
who spoke for the seamen, the ship builders and owners from Maine, 
experts, it appears that it would be wise to so modify the shipping-com- 
mission act as to allow the master or owner of the vessel to make his 
own contract with the seamen. What need of an intermediary from 
Government for such a purpose? It intrenches on natural right, es- 
pecially when the officer chatges inordinate fees for this unnecessary 
service; fees which do not go into the Treasury, but which go into the 
pockets of the commissioner and his family. In the amendment which 
I have suggested Iam not proposing to repeal the act, but to enable 
those who are the beneficiaries of this bill to get the benefit of it, and 
to allow the commissioners in the case, where they do perform this serv- 
ice, to receive a quantum meruit for the service they actually render, but 
not be allowed to charge for services which they do not render, and to 
receive fees on seamen shipped by the masters or owners themselves. 

_Mr. DINGLEY. Will the gentleman permit me to ask him a ques- 
tion in this connection? 

Mr. COX, of New York. Certainly. 

Mr. DINGLEY. Would not the abolition of the fees of the shipping 
commissioner practically abolish the office under the 

Mr. COX, of New York. It would not. The effect of it would be to 
draw in the horns of the commissioner. He would still be there to per- 
form such duties as would be required of him by law; but he would not 
have the privilege of collecting this $20,000 or $30,000 to go to his three 
Sons, OF others around him, and not one dollar of which sees the Treasury. 
Therefore I favor the adoption of a radical measure which cuts off the 
pay. I even go further, but not now. I would repeal the shipping- 
commission act altogether, but the thirteenth section was all I was able 
to get from the committee. Iam glad tosay that in this direction I was 
sustained by the gentleman from Massachusetts [{ Mr. CANDLER | and 
the gentleman from Maryland, whom I do not see in his seat [ Mr. 
McLane]. 
Mr. PAGE. 


present law? 


Let me ask the gentleman a question. Did you ever 


take into consideration the question as to whether the duties performed 
by the shipping commissioner, under the law as it now stands, could 


not be performed by either the naval officer or the surveyor of the port 
or some customs oflicer ? 


Mr. COX, of New York. Certainly; and as has been already sug 


| gested these duties are already performed in many places in the United 
employés, and that the deficiency balance of 1377 charged against the re- | States where there is no shipping commiussioner or any ¢ nsular oflicer 


| But for the present let usstand by the bill and perfect the section which 
| would give us a relief from the present system; and I shall hope if th: 
| bill gets into a committee of conterence that the good sense OL gr ntle 


| no official of the Government to take the place of the 


| he was in a condition to appreciate the character of the agreement 


ee 


men on both sides will enable us to perfeet it by 
shipping-commission act 

Mr.-DINGLEY. I move to strike out the last word. I do this to 
the purpose of saying that L agree entirely with the gentleman from 
New York that these fves of the shipping commissioners should eithe: 
be reduced, or both reduced and the salary of the officer paid from the 
Treasury. So tar as that goes, if this office 


a repeal of this entire 


ris to be 


retained I will go 


with the gentleman from New York in the provision he suggests. My 
objection to his sweeping amendment, however, is that it provides for 


shipping commis 
lt his amendment provided that some other ofiicer of the Gov 
ernment should take his place and supervise the shipping agreement, 
in order that the seaman might be protecte d and the thet known that 


sioner. 


lo 
see that he was in a proper mental state to make an agreement and un 
derstand its obligations and duties, I should be willing. but I d 
ject toa practical repeal of the shipping-commission act until somesub 
stitute is provided that will take its place to protect as fu 
the seaman in this matter. 

Mr. COX, of New York. Let me gentleman from 
Maine that I will so modify my amendment as to make it read as fol 
lows, if it will meet his views 


rob 


is } 
! 


the 


Suggest to 


And provided, That the duties now performed by the sh 


pping comm < 
in respect to the shipment of seamen shall be performed by the collector of th 
port. 

Mr. DINGLEY. Does the gentleman propose that the fees of the 


| collector shall still be retained ? 








| 
| 
} 
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No, sir; L will not 


sugvest to the 


es for that service 
from New York 
] 


direction of the col 


Mr. COX, of New York. permit fi 
Mr. ROBESON. Let me rentleman 
that his amendment should read ‘* by or under the 


lector of the port,’’ for the reason that the officer m not at all times 
be able to attend personally to the duties 
Mr. DINGLEY. The gentleman should also bear in mind tha 


suls in foreign ports are shipping commissioners 
Mr. COX, of New York 
Mr. ROBESON. Then 
his amendment the words 


I do not propose to affect the consuls 
let me suggest that the gentleman put into 
‘‘at home ports.”’ ‘ 

Very well, IL will suggest it, then, 


Mr. COX, of New York in thi 
form: 
Provided, The duties performed by the shipping commissioner at home ports 


shall be performed by the collectors at the several ports of the United States 
Mr. BRUMM. 
Mr. BINGHAM. 

and perfect the bill? 


By or under the direction of the collectors. 
Why not use the language of the existing statutes 

The present law provides: 

That in any port in which noshipping commissioner shall have been appointed 
the whole or any part of the business of a shipping commissioner shall be con 
ducted by the collector or deputy collector of customs of such ports, & 

Now, why not wipe out the first part of the amendment and let it 
apply to the collector or deputy collector, so as to make the amend 
ment consistent with the existing statutes ? 

Mr. COX, of New York. I think it will 
Statute. 

Mr. DINGLEY. 
fees shall be charged. 

Mr. COX, of New York. 
from the desk as modified. 

The SPEAKER. The entire amendment proposed by the 
from New York had better be read 

The Clerk read as follows: 

And that all laws or parts of laws requiring the payme 


to the shipping commissioner for the shipment of seame 
master or owners, be, and the are 


conform to the existing 


And the gentleman should also provide that no 


I will ask that the amendment be read 


gentleman 


of any muneration 
n, if shipped by said 
Provided, That the 


same hereby, repealed 


| duties of the shipping commissioner at home ports shall be performed by the col 


lectors of the several ports of the United States, and that no fees shall be charged 
for said services 
Mr. PAGE. That is right. 
The question being taken on the amendment of Mr. Cox, of New Yor! 
as modified, it was agreed to 
Mr. DINGLEY. [rise forthe purpose of offeringan amendment, con 
| sisting of three sections, to come in at this point, to be numbered 14, 15 
| and 16 
The SPEAKER Would it not be better to offer those section fter 
the bill shall hav been ¢ mnpleted ? 
Mr. DINGLEY Very well; Twill simply give notice of tho nend 
ments at the present time and offer them after the bill shall have bee 


| comple ted 
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The SPEAKER. And if adopted it can then be arranged to insert 
them in the bill in their logical order. The Clerk will read section 14. 

Mr. CRAPO. J understood from the gentleman who has charge of 
the bill that section 14 was to be waived till the other sections were 
considered, 

Mr. PAGE. 
over until after the House has passed on section 18. 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman from California asks unanimous 
consent to pass over at this time informally, to be returned to hereafter, 
section 14. Isthere objection? The Chair hears none. The Clerk will 
real section 15. ; 

The Clerk read as follows: 

Spc. 15. That no vessel engaged in commerce with the Dominion of CAnada or 
the Republic of Mexico shall be subject to tonnage tax or duty, nor shall con- 
sular certificates be required from the same. 

Mr. PAGE. I desire to say to the House the committee are not sat- 
isfied exactly, or part of the committee’ I believe, whether it will be 
right to pass this section in its present shape or not, from the fact that 
under present treaty stipulations if we abolish the tonnage tax as re- 
gards any government all those governments with whom we have treaty 
stipulations will be entitled to have the tonnage tax abolished so far 
as it applies to them. Therefore I think this matter ought to be con- 
sidered a little by the House before this section is adopted. My own 
opinion is that this section applying to Canada and Mexico ought to be 
stricken out. 

Mr. TOWNSEND, of Ohio. 
over for the present. 

Mr. PAGE. I move to strike out the section. 
safest course. 


The SPEAKER. 


I suggest that the section be passed 
I think that is the 


The gentleman from California moves to strike* 
out the section. It is subject to amendment before that motion is put. 

Mr. REAGAN. I desire to make a suggestion to my friend from Cali- 
fornia [Mr. PAGE], who thinks the retention of this clause may pro- 
duce complications on account of treaty stipulations with other powers. 
It will be seen that the section as it stands gives no preference either to 
the United States or to any other country. It provides: 

That no veasel engaged in commerce with the Dominion of Canada or the 
Republic of Mexico shall be subject to tonnage tax or duty, nor shall consular 
certificates be required from the same. 

That applies alike to all vessels of all nationalities. 

Mr. PAGE. I wish to say to the gentleman from Texas [Mr. Rra- 
GAN] that some of the best lawyers in the House doubt whether if 
this fifteenth section should be adopted other governments with whom 
we have treaty regulations will not demand that it shall apply to the 
tonnage tax collected from ship-owners engaged in commerce with other 
countries. If there is any doubt as to that, I think the section had 
better be stricken out. 

Mr. REAGAN. If we were to abolish tonnage dues for all vessels— 
and it should be understood that a very small percentage of the tonnage 
dues is paid by the vessels of the United States; the great mass of the 
tonnage dues is paid to vessels of other countries. This proposes to ex- 
empt the vessels of all countries alike from the payment of tonnage dues, 
I suppose what the gentleman from California refers to is the apprehen- 
sion that other countries may claim exemption. Upon what basis such 
a claim could be made I am unable to comprehend. 

Mr. BUCKNER. Upon treaty stipulations. 

Mr. REAGAN. How can it be made on any treaty stipulations? 
This provision relates to the tonnage dues to be paid; these tonnage dues 
are local and may be retained or abolished asthe Government may see 
proper. If we discriminate and provide that as regards vessels of the 
United States they shall be exempt from tonnage dues, and shall con- 
tinue those dues upon vessels of other countries, possibly some question 
might arise. But what other country can complain of this? Great 
Britain cannot complain, for it releases more dues paid by that country 
perhaps than by any other country. 

Mr. PAGE. Suppose that Great Britain should claim that as the 
Congress of the United States had repealed the tonnage dues in connec- 
tion with one of her colonies, for instance, or with Mexico, therefore 
the law should be made to apply to her vessels as well, under the treaty 
stipulation which provides that we shall treat all nations in the same 
way. 

Mr. REAGAN. Ido not understand that this is one of the things 
embraced in the ‘‘ most-favored-nation ’’ clause of a treaty. 

Mr. PAGE. I think it is the safest thing to strike it out any way. 

Mr. DINGLEY. I move tosubstitute forthis section 15 this amend- 
ment; 

That in lieu of all duties on tonnage, including light-money, now imposed by 
law, a duty of 6 cents per ton is hereby imposed at each entry on all vessels 
which shall be entered in the United States from the West India Islands, or from 
any port or place in the Republic of Mexico, or from any port or place south of 
Mexico down to and including Aspinwall and Panama, or from any port or place 
in the Dominion of Canada; and a duty of 12 cents per ton is hereby imposed at 
each entry on all vessels which shall be entered in the United States from any 
other foreign port. 

Mr. PAGE. Would not that clearly violate our treaty stipulations ? 

Mr. DINGLEY. Notatall. Allow me to say where Great Britain 


I hope by unanimous consent section 14 may be passed | 











makes a discrimination in her tonnage dues to-day. A vessel coming 





from the United States to-day to Great Britain pays 12 cents per ton of 
tonnage dues; while a vessel coming from France pays but 6 cents a 
ton. That is a discrimination which does not conflict with the ‘* most- 
favored-nation ’’ clause, but is dependent upon other circumstances and 
gives all an equal right to participate in that particular trade. 

Great Britain would not be excluded ander the provision of the amend- 
ment which I have offered from participating in the trade with the 
West India islands on the payment of the tonnage tax of 6 cents per ton, 
the same as an American vessel; nor would it be excluded from trade 
with the Republic of Mexico on the payment of 6 cents per ton tax. 
That is precisely what Great Britain is doing to-day in the way of dis- 


| crimination. 


The Secretary of the Treasury agrees dhat such a change as this, made 
by different countries, dependent upon circumstances, and opening the 
trade to vessels of all nations, is not a discrimination in conflict with 
the ‘‘ most-favored-nation’’ principle of treaties, and is entirely in con- 
formity with it. And let me say further, in reference to my amend- 
ment, that it also proposes to change the mode of levying the tonnage 
tax from an annual payment to a payment at each entry, just as now it 
is in Great Britain. 

To-day a steamship sailing from the port of New York to the port of 
Liverpool pays annually a tonnage tax of 30 cents per ton, although it 
may mike ten trips a year, and that would only be 3 cents tax per ton 
per trip. But a sailing vessel, sailing from San Francisco to Liverpool 
and thence back to New York, and making only one trip a year, pays 
the same tax of 30 cents per ton, thereby making a discrimination of 
ten times against the sailing vessel and against our own trade and our 
own vessels. 

I trust this substitute for section 15 will be adopted, waiving the 
question of the abolition of the tonnage tax and retaining it as regards 
Canada and the Republic of Mexico and making a discrimination in 
regard to these near countries where the traffic in sailing vessels comes 
in competition with the traflic of railroads. I trust that we shall no 
longer favor Great Britain by allowing her steamships to come here on 
the payment of a tonnage tax of 3 cents per ton per trip while our sail- 
ing vessels are required to pay a tax of 30 cents per ton per trip. 

Mr. PAGE. How much reduction will this make in the tonnage 
tax ? 

Mr. DINGLEY. It will increase the receipts from that tax. 

Mr. BUCKNER. That is the question I wish to ask; what will be 
the effect of this upon the aggregate receipts of this tax ? 

Mr. DINGLEY. It will increase the tax more than one-third, be- 
cause our trade is done largely in English steamships. Bear in mind 
that five-sixths of this tonnage tax comes from foreign vessels and only 
one-sixth from our own. As our own vessels are generally sailing ves- 
sels, it would not add one single penny to the tax paid by those vesse’s 
as our carrying trade exists to-day, and would add it entirely to the for- 
eign vessels. 

Mr. PAGE. I will withdraw my motion to strike out the section. 

The SPEAKER. The question then recurs upon the motion of the 
gentleman from Maine [Mr. DInGLry] to strike out section 15 and 
insert what has been read. 

Mr. COX, of New York. I move tostrike out the last word, not ex- 
actly because I oppose the proposition of the gentleman from Maine, 
for I believe it will bring more money from this tax, but the bulk of it 
will be paid by foreign shipping. I believe that only one-sixth of the 
tonnage tax will fall on American shipping. 

If this were an original question, if the British tonnage were not so 
much larger than our own, [ would vote to cut off the whole of this 
30 cents tonnage tax—to repeal it altogether. It was passed, as we all 
remember, in 1862, as a war measure, or it was at that time increased 
from 10 cents to 30 cents. It has since been a burden upon our ship- 
ping, as wiil be seen by the testimony taken before our committee. 

But gentlemen by this peculiar amendment propose to increase some- 
what the amount of this tax upon the English carrying trade, with the 
view of giving a little more subsidy under the eighteenth section. If 
this increase be made and the English have to pay it, very well, though 
I can not vote for the eighteenth section, for the money goes into the 
general fund of the Treasury. I would not have leeches upon the Treas- 
ury at any point, even though the fund seemed to be akin to the leech. 
All this tonnage tax should be wiped out. It isan abnormal tax. It 
isa war tax. Itisa grievous tax. It hurts our shipping even though 
it may not hurt the shipping of other countries. 

There is one thing very peculiar about this tonnage tax; and to illus- 
trate this peculiarity I ask the Clerk to read from page 86 of an admi- 
rable book entitled Our Merchant Marine, by David A. Wells. 

The Clerk read as follows: 


Vessels belonging to foreign states between whom and the United States ordi- 
nary commercial relations are established pay the same tonnage taxesas Amer- 
ican vessels. But if any person nota citizen of the Uni.ed States becomes an 
owner to the extent of the merest fraction in a ship of American build, then such 
ship is not entitled tothe privileges accorded toships owned wholly by foreigners, 
but must pay on entering a port of the United States a tonnage tax of 60 cents, 
or double rate, and such vessel at once ceases to be entitled to registry or en- 
rollment as a vessel of the United States. Here, then, we have piled up, as it 
were, on the top of all other provisions, another direct, odious, and ~—— dis- 
crimination against the employment of foreign capital, provided it should so in- 


cline for the developing of the American shipping interest and ep capmegeaent 
»ors. Supposing a similar law to 
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be proposed, discriminating in like manner against the investment of foreign 
capital in American railroads, mines, factories, and mercantile enterprises gen- 
erally, does any one doubt that the proponent would be at once hooted into con- 
tempt? And yet the hypothetical law is nomore absurd than the law that actu- 
ally exists upon the statute-book. 

{Here the hammer fell. } 

Mr. WHITE obtained the floor and said: 1 yield my time to the gen- 
tleman from New York. 

Mr. COX, of New York. I thank the gentleman. I will add but a 
word. It appears, therefore, that while we undertake to tax double 
the tonnage of our own country in which any foreigner has any sort of 
interest, the law, as I learn, is practically a dead letter; so that the 
question is presented whether this dead letter should not be buried. 
Surely it ought, along with other unpleasant burdens on shipping. As 
Mr. Wells says: 

If a Sunday-school or a picnic party out on an excursion happen to come into 
an American port on a foreign (Canadian) vessel (as was recently the case on 
one of our upper lakes) for mere temporary and pleasure purposes, the vessel is 
liable to a tonnage tax; and a libel against the vessel, instituted by an overzeal- 
ous official for its payment, was decided by the Treasury Department (August, 
1876) to be a proceeding which the Government must enforce. 

I have read this to show the utter absurdity of many of these burdens 
placed upon shipping. I hope that hereafter we may abolish in some 
way this double-tonnage tax; and be forever relieved of this discrimina- 
tion against a most decrepit but honorable industry. 

Mr. VAN VOORHIS. As I understand the amendment a vessel en- 
gaged in the trade with Canada and making a daily trip must pay this 
tonnage tax every day. 

Mr. DINGLEY. The gentlemen will allow me to say that practi- 
cally there is hardly any tax now imposed upon American vessels en- 
gaged in the foreign trade for this reason: In 1869 an act was- passed 
providing that when an American vessel on the great lakes clears from 
one collection district of the United States to another collection district 
of the United States it may on the voyage touch at a Canadian port 
without payment of thistax. The resultis, that notwithstanding there 
is upon the lakes something like 500,000 tons of tonnage, only about 
$15,000 is collected annually by way of tax. The Canadian vessels are, 
of course, subjected to the tax. Perhaps it might be well to include 
in this bill an exception embracing the provision of the act of 1869; but 
this bill will not repeal that act. 

The question being taken on the amendment of Mr. PAGE, it was 
agreed to. 

The Clerk read as follows: 

Sec. 16. That instead of the assessment of 40 cents per month, authorized by 
sections 458 and 4587 of the Revised Statutes of the United States, there shall 
hereafter be assessed and collected 20 cents. 

Mr. TOWNSEND, of Ohio. I move to strike out that section of this 
bill, and I will state the reasons why I make that motion. 

Perhaps, Mr. Speaker, no class of men in this country are better pro- 
vided for when sick, or at a cheaper rate, than these sailors. In that 
connection I will read for the information of the House an extract from 
the report of Dr. Hamilton, the Supervising Surgeon-General of the 
Marine-Hospital Service of the United States, for the year 1882: 

RECEIPTS AND EXPENDITURES. 


The receipts from all sources were $108,215.69, and the expenditures $468,120.16. 
This includes $54,192.02, which were expended on account of extraordinary alter- 
ations and repairs to hospital buildings. Deducting this amount, there are left 
$413,928.14 as the net expense of the service for the current fiscal year. There is 
stillan unexpended balance of $177,869.85, about $50,000 of which will be required 
for the additional repairs now under control, and $15,000 more for work in con- 


templation. 

This section of the bill which I propose to strike out reduces the hos- 
pital assessment upon the sailors from 40 cents to 20 cents. It would 
amount to a reduction in the aggregate from $413,000 to $200,000. That 
reduction involves one of two contingencies, either an impoverishment 
of the service now rendered to the sailors by this Marine-Hospital Serv- 
ice, or else an appropriation from the Treasury of the United States of 
$200,000 to take care of these sailors when sick. 

No single person asks for this reduction that I am aware of. It in 
no sense aflects the foreign shipping interests, and in no sense promotes 
the revenue marine of thiscountry. On the contrary, it isa great bene- 
fit to the sailor, and to him alone. . 

The average time served by a sailor is seven months in the year, and 
at 40 cents per month it would amount for each sailor to $3.80, for 
which he gets cared for if sick in the marine hospital, medical attend- 
ance, and every other proper attention during all the time he may con- 
tinue to be sick, whether it be three days, three weeks, three months, 
or three years, or for the balance of his lifetime. For that small payment 
per month, that is for the payment of $3.80 per year, he is cared for 
as I have indicated, without any additional expense to him. 

There is no one that I am aware of who complains of this assessment. 
There is no service better managed than this Marine-Hospital Service. 
I hope my motion to strike out will be agreed to. 

Mr. PAGE. So far as I am concerned, Mr. Speaker, as one of the 
members of the Committee on Commerce I am not particular whether 
this is retained or not. It is a tax not levied by any other government 
“on its commerce or shipping. The tax up to 1871 was 20 cents, the 
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same as here provided. In 1871 it was increased to 40 cents 
that much burden on American shipping 

Mr. TOWNSEND, of Ohio. No; the sailor pays it 

Mr. PAGE. Yes; but it is paid in the end by the captain of the ves 
sel in increased wages to the seamen. 

Mr. TOWNSEND, of Ohio. 
is not a very serious burden. 


It is just 


But I do not seriously oppose it. 
Three dollars and eighty cents tora year 
I venture the prediction there is net a 
captain who employs seamen who has paid one cent more or pays one 
cent more for wages in consequence of this assessment upon the sailors. 
Mr. MCLEAN, of Missouri. I had an amendment pending to this 
section, but in order not to complicate matters I will now withdraw it 
Mr. TOWNSEND, of Ohio. It is understood that the Government 
acts as a trustee for this fund, and in these marine hospita!s takes care 
of these sailors. The sailors who are benefited certainly do not com 
plain of it, nor is there any complaint trom anybody else that I know of. 
I ask to have read a letter from Dr. Hamilton. 
The Clerk read as follows: 


WASHINGTON, D. C., January 9, 1883 

DEAR GENERAL: Referring to your inquiry of this morning, I have to respect 
fully inform you that if the shipping bill pass in its present form it will reduce 
the revenues of the Marine-Hospital Service one-half, and unless many men who 
now receive relief are debarred from it after the passage of the bill there will be 
a deficiency of about $200,000, 

The duty of dividing the sick into classes at the various ports so that on) 
most worthy shall receive relief will necessarily be thrown upon the officers of 
this service, a duty at once onerous and unnecessary if the tax is let alone. No 
sailor has asked its reduction to my knowledge, nor does any such re 
pear from any sailor in the printed report of the committee 

Railroads, iron companies, and many fuctories have adopted the system of 
sessment for hospital insurance, and so far as lam aware such assessments are 
greater than thatassessed by the present law. Asexamples, I cite the Baltimore 
and Ohio Railroad and the iron mines in Northwestern and Western Mich 

The statement that there was a surplus produced by taxation is incorrect 
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| Phe 
balance spoken of by gentlemen is one resulting from the sale of old hospitals 
and it has been steadily drawn from to meet deficiencies and will probably be 
| exhausted in two or three years at furthest. 
} Neither is it true as stated in one of the morning papers this morning that there 
is another institution capable of supplying the place of the marine hospitais, for 
the snug harbor mentioned is an almshouse, not a hospital, and receives only 
| the “aged, decrepit, worn out, and helpless.” Nosailor from the lakes or rivers 
is ever admitted to the New York snug harbor, even when he could otherwise 
comply with the terms of admission. And it would indeed be a hardship for a 
sick sailor at Cairo to be told in answer to his application for relief that there 
was a snug harbor in New York. Lrepeat that that institution receives only 
those who need a home, an entirely difierent class from that provided for by the 
hospital service. 

It might as well be urged that post hospitals in the Army should be abolished 
because we had a Soldicr’s IHlome, orthat naval hospitals be discontinued because 
we had a naval asylum at Philadelphia. 

I am, your obedient servant, 


JOHN B. HAMILTON, 
Surgeon-General Marine-Hospilal Servi: 


Hion. JAMES W. Sincierron, M. C 

Mr. TOWNSEND, of Ohio. Thirty-six thousand sailors were ireated 
in marine hospitals and dispensaries last year. 

Mr. MURCH. How many of those were American seamen ? 

Mr. TOWNSEND, of Ohio. It matters not whether the sailor is of 
German or American birth if he is sick and needs treatment in these 
marine hospitals and has paid these assessments. This is no charity to 
the sailor, as he pays for it and is entitled to it. I sincerely hope this 
House will not restrict this hospital service by the adoption of this see- 
tion, but that on the contrary my motion will be adopted tostmke it out 

Mr. DINGLEY. Iriseto oppose theamendment. From the earliest 
years of the history of thiscountry until 1871 the tonnage tax upon each 
vessel was 20 cents per seaman, to be paid by the vessel and deducted 
from the wages of the seaman. During the years immediately before 
and after the war, and in fact during the whole history of the Govern- 
ment up to that time, there was an annual appropriation from the Treas- 
ury for the purpose of aiding in the support of the marine hospitals. 
This was in accordance with the early policy of the Government that 
our commercial marine should be favored and that our vessels engaged 
in the foreign trade should be put on a level with those of our rivals 
upon the ocean. 

There is no nation upon the face of the earth with which we come in 
competition with reference to this foreign trade that imposes a tax upon 
the wages of seamen or upon vessels for this purpose; and yet all these 
nations, or the most of them, and especially the chief nation with which 
we come in competition, Great Britain, has hospitals which are supported 
by appropriations from the treasury and by voluntary contributions. 
The committee thought that if we were to remove all of the burdens 
upon our vessels which come in competition with ships of other nations 
engaged in the foreign trade, or even to remove them in part, so that 
they might be able to come into competition on equal terms with Brit- 
ish vessels, we must remove from them in part at least this burden 
which comes from the imposition of this hospital tax, because england 
imposes no such tax, her hospitals being, as 1 have said, supported by 
appropriations of public money or voluntary contributions. 

There was a proposition to abolish the tax as to all vessels engaged 
in the foreign trade, and a compromise was reached whereby the tax 
was reduced from 40 cents per month to the old figure of 20 cents a 
month for each seaman. The objection has been made that this is a 
tax upon seamen and not upon vessels. To besure, it is paid by the 
vessels and deducted from the wages of theseamen. But the facts are 
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before the committee in the shape of testimony, which comes from 
masters of vessels who have entered at all of the ports of the United 
States and especially at San Francisco, that where the American vessel 
there loading with grain for Liverpool comes in competition with an 
English vessel loading with grain for the same port the professional sea- 
men in that port would prefer to ship in the English vessel, and that En- 
lish vessel would consequently be able to get the first pick of the seamen, 
because there was to be deducted from their compensation, if they sailed 
in an American vessel, 40 cents a month hospital tax. 

Mr. TOWNSEND, of Ohio. Or a cent and a third a day while em- 
ployed. 

Mr. DINGLEY. So the judgment of the committee, in their efforts 
to reduce the burdens upon American shipping and restore it to some- 
thing like equal conditions so as to compete with foreign shipping, was 
that we must take the hospital tax off as one of the items in connection 
with the others which render that competition unequal. 

Mr. TOWNSEND, of Ohio. Will the gentleman allow me a moment 
while I state that we collected about $10,000 from foreign governments 
for taking care of their sailors in our marine hospitals? I do not know 
how they take care of them at home, but they pay us 40 cents a month 
for this service. 

Mr. CANNON. Mr. Speaker, I had occasion during the last year to 
investigate the question of this Marine-Hospital Service, and I found at 
least enough of facts to satisfy my own mind thatit wasa most meritorious 
service. As has been stated by the gentleman from Ohio, the income by 
this tax of 40 cents a month on each seaman, charged upon the wages 
of the seamen, amounts in round numbers to $400,000 a year, and the 
expenditures are slightly in excess of that sum. 

There is a surplus, as was stated in the letter which has just been read 
trom the desk at the suggestion of the gentleman from Ohio, to the credit 
of this fund arising from the sale of abandoned hospitals, under the 
authority of Congress granted some yearsago. Thatsurplus isnow being 
trenched upon. 

Last year there were 36,000 seamen engaged upon our inland waters 
and upon the ocean, who were treated in these hospitals, and with the 
exception of the building of the hospitals, which is always done out of 
the public Treasury, the expenditure was substantially paid by this tax 
of 40 cents a month. 

Mr. TOWNSEND, of Ohio. That is during the time they are in serv- 
ice, Which is only about seven months in the year. 

Mr. CANNON. Certainly, during the titae they are in service; and 
us the gentleman said a while ago the tax was only one and one-third 
cents a day. 

And I might say further, Mr. Speaker, that not only are seamen re- 
lieved and taken care of when sick or disabled, but those also who are 
afflicted by lunacy are also treated at these hospitals. Some, I do not 
recollect exactly how many, but fifteen or twenty are permanently main- 
tained in lunatic asylums out of this fund; and consumptives are also 
treated, and paralytics also. This class of people wasnot taken care of 
under the old 20-cent tax, and any one can see that if this section is 
adopted, or allowed to remain as a part of this bill, these people, if they 
are to have proper attention and care, will have to be provided for in 
some other manner, and you have got to march up and appropriate 
$200,000 @eutef the public Treasury to make provision for them. For 
myself I think that we appropriate enough already out of the public 
Treasury when we build the hospitals, one, two, or three a year, as they 
are needed, outside of this fund, and which expense is paid out of the 
Treasury. 

The seamen donotcomplain of thistax. They do not seem toregard 
itotherwise thana properone. It isproperthat they should be guarded, 
but I do not believe that this House and country should strike down 
this tax without more satisfactory reasons than have been shown so 
far. 

Mr. MURCH. I desire to offer an amendment to the motion of the 
gentleman from Ohio. 

The SPEAKER. The amendment proposed by the gentleman from 
Maine will be read. 

The Clerk read as follows: 

The exaction, payment, or collection of hospital dues or charges from the wages 
of seamen is hereby abolished and forbidden; and all fees for the support of 
marine hospitals shall be paid outof moneys collected on tonnage dues from ves- 


oe of the United States and from foreign vessels trading at ports of the United 
States. 


The SPEAKER. Thegentleman from Maine moves to insert in lieu 
of section 16 what has now been read. 

Mr. PAGE. Is that in order ? 

TheSPEAKER. The motion of the gentleman from Ohio [Mr.Town- 
SEND] was tostrike out. That may be amended by a motion to insert, 
which is the motion of the gentleman from Maine [Mr. MurcH]. 

Mr. MURCH. I stated to the House the other day that the collec- 
tion of the hospital tax was unconstitutional. It was so reported by a 
committee of this House in 1849. You are assessing upon American 
seamen or upon seamen in American vessels a tax of 40 cents a month, 
which amounts to $4.80 per year. There is no other industry in the 
United States or the world that pays a tax in proportion to the receipts 
like this. It should be entirely abolished. There is no necessity for it. 


By the amendment that has been adopted, which levies a tax on ves- 
sels on their regular trips, we shall have receipts enough in the Treasury 
of the United States from tonnage dues to more than pay four times 
over the expenses of the hospital service. 

Mr. TOWNSEND, of Ohio. We are already disposing of this in the 
eighteenth section. 

Mr. MURCH. Nomatterthough we are. The receipts from the ton- 
nage dues should be applied to the relief of American seamen. Under 
the existing law, if I am in the merchant-marine service twenty years 
and pay this monthly tax all that time so soon as I quit the service I 
am debarred from all participation in the benefitsof that fund. Our ves- 
sels to-day are manned to the extent of only one-twentieth by American 
citizens. Nineteen-twentieths of the common seamen in United States 
vessels to-day are foreigners, and they are receiving the benefits of this 
institution the same as American citizens are. 

Mr. TOWNSEND, of Ohio. And they pay for them just the same. 

Mr. MURCH. Of course they do. But if we man our vessels with 
American seamen, which we propose to do under this ‘ill, and reha- 
bilitate the American merchant marine then the tax will fall on the 
American seamen. For these reasons I move to insert what has been 
read from the desk. 

Mr. BRUMM rose. 

The SPEAKER. Does the gentleman from Pennsylvania rise to 
oppose the amendment ? 

Mr. BRUMM. Yes, sir; I am opposed not only to this amendment, 
Mr. Speaker, but I am opposed to the entire system of forced taxation 
under the guise of charity. I can not understand how gentlemen can 
get up in their places and say they offer an amendment in favor of the 
sailors when that amendment says the sailor must pay 40 cents a month 
whether he will or will not. The entire system is wrong from the 
ground up. Give to every sailor who wants the benefit of these hos- 
pitals a chance to contribute a stipulated sum in order that he may be 
entitled to that benefit. If he does not want the benefit of it, by what 
right, sir, do you put your hand into his pocket and say he must pay 
40 cents a month for charity’s sake? 

Mr. ALDRICH. The gentleman from Pennsylvania is entirely mis- 
taken. The seamen are not obliged to pay this; but they will have 
this benefit if they do pay it. 

Mr. MURCH. Whenever a vessel is cleared this tax has to be paid. 

Mr. BRUMM. As I understand, the law makes it a condition inci- 
dent to the contract made by the sailor that this tax shall be paid. 

Now let me give an illustration. Some of these sailors—most of them 
I understand—are shipped in foreign ports. They may agree with the 
master and serve for a certain length of time. Their term of service 
may expire when they get back to the port from which they shipped. 
They do not want then to come to America to go in an American hos- 
pital when discharged in a foreign port. And yet you compel them to 
contribute to this American hospital fund. 

Mr. TOWNSEND, of Ohio. There is no compulsion about it. 

Mr. BRUMM. If there is not then I am entirely misinformed. 

Mr. MURCH. Every master of a ship on clearing from any custom- 
house in the United States has to pay the hospital fee before he gets his 
vessel cleared. 

The SPEAKER. Does the gentleman from Pennsylvania [Mr. 
BruMM] yield further? 

Mr. BRUMM. No, sir. If gentlemen who follow me can show that 
this tax is not compulsory, then my argument of course fails to that 
extent. 

There is not an industry in this country the men engaged in which 
are compelled to pay a special tax to provide for their being taken care 
of in case of indigency or lunacy, as has been stated, or disease. If the 
sailors become diseased, take care of them. If they become mad, put 
them in the mad-house, as you would any othermadman. If they are 
indigent, take care of them under your general law. 

Do you tell me it is too much to have this done in the ports? I an- 
swer, the ports they arrive at get the benefit of all the shipping inter- 
est, just as my region gets the benefit of the labor of the men who are 
engaged in the most dangerous pursuit known to mankind, the industry 
of mining; and hence we havg special institutions to take care of our 
miners, and we do not grumble about it. Let the people of New York 
and of Philadelphia pay for this out of their general funds, or out of 
special hospital funds of theirown. Butif not, then if the sailors want 
hospitals leave the matter to them. Let them be masters of the situa- 
tion. Let them say whether they are willing to contribute or not, and 
no one will find fault with them having hospitals for themselves. 

I am not only opposed to the motion to strike out this clause but [ 
would strike out the whole system. 

Mr. CRAPO. I move to strike out the last word. 

There is one significant fact which has not been alluded to in this 
discussion and which has an important bearing on it. It is this: While 
sailors in the foreign carrying trade and sailors in the coastwise trade 
and the sailors upon the rivers all pay their 40 cents per month alike, 
which is compulsory upon them, the fact appears from the report of the 
8 -General that the sailors in the foreign trade only receive in 
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trade receive about the full extent of the paymentsthey make; whereas 
the sailors on our rivers have expended for their benefit nearly double 
what they contribute. 


That is susceptible of a very easy explanation. A sailor ships, for | 


mstance, from New York for Calcutta or for Valparaiso. He is obliged 
to pay this 40 cents per month during his entire trip out there and 
back, and the only possibility there is for him to receive any benefit 
from this hospital fund is if he happens to be sick when he returns. 
But if a sailor on one of our river vessels is taken sick, no matter from 
how slight a cause, no matter how trifling the disease may be, there isa 
hospital right at hand and he receives medical treatment with the greatest 
facility; whereas the seaman engaged in the foreign trade will not re- 
ceive the benefit of this fund once in years. 

I think that instead of striking out this section and keeping the pay- 
ment for this fund at the present amount of 40 cents per month, it 
might be amended so as to provide that there shall be hereafter assessed 
and collected 20 cents per month from seamen employed in the foreign 
carrying trade. That will leave the present rate of 40 cents per month 
to apply to those employed upon the lakes and rivers whoare receiving 
the benefit of this $400,000 a year. Whenever it isin order I will move 
that amendment. I withdraw the pro forma amendment. 

The SPEAKER. The question is now upon the substitute for the 
section offered by the gentleman from Maine [Mr. DINGLEY]. The 
gentleman from Ohio [Mr. TOWNSEND] moves to strike out the entire 
section, and pending that motion the gentleman from Maine moves to 
substitute for the section that which has been read. 

The question was taken upon the substitute, and it was not agreed to. 

The question recurred on the motion to strike out the section. 

Mr. CRAPO. Imovetoamend the section by adding to it the words 
‘‘from seamen employed in the foreign carrying trade ;’’ so that it will 
read ‘‘ twenty cents from seamen employed in the foreign carrying trade.’’ 

The question was taken upon the amendment; and there were upon 
a division—ayes 67, noes 15. 

So (no further count being called for) the amendment was agreed to. 

The SPEAKER. The question is now upon the motion to strike out 
the section as amended. 

The question was taken; and upon a division there were—ayes 24, 
noes 33. 

Mr. CANNON. No quorum has voted. 

Tellers were ordered; and Mr. TOWNSEND, of Ohio, and Mr. PAGE were 
appointed. 

The House again divided; and the tellers reported that there were— 
ayes 36, noes 89. 

Mr. CANNON. I do not insist on any further count. 

So the motion to strike out was not agreed to. 

Mr. CANNON. I will move to strike out the last word, for the pur- 
pose of asking a question. I wish to call the attention of the gentle- 
man from Massachusetts [Mr. CRAPO] to the section as it now stands 
with hisamendment. From the phraseology of the section as amended 
I think it is doubtful whether there will under it be any tax on inland 
seamen. Is that the object of the gentleman ? , 

Mr. CRAPO. Not at all; my object is to leave that tax at 40 cents 
per month. 

Mr. PAGE. I ask that the section as amended be read. 

The Clerk read as follows: 

Src. 16. That instead of the assessment of 40 cents per month authorized by 
sections 4585 and 4587 of the Revised Statutes of the United States, there shall 
hereafter be assessed and collected 20 cents from seamen employed in the foreign 
carrying trade, 

Mr. CANNON. I think that the words ‘‘ from seamen engaged in 
the foreign carrying trade’’ should be inserted after the words ‘* forty 
cents per month.”’ 

Mr. PAGE. I understand that the gentleman from Massachusetts 
[Mr. CRAPO] desires only to reduce the tax on seamen engaged in the 
foreign trade from 40 cents to 20 cents per month and to leave it as now 
for other seamen, at 40 cents. 

Mr. CANNON. I move toamend by inserting, after the words ‘‘ per 
month,’’ the words “‘ upon seamen engaged in the foreign carrying trade.”’ 
I ask the Clerk to read the section as it will stand if my amendment 
shall be adopted. 

The Clerk read as follows: 

Instead of the assessment of 40 cents per month upon seamen engaged in the 
foreign carrying trade, authorized by sections 4585 and 4587 of the Revised Stat- 


utes of the United States, there shall hereafter be assessed and collected 20 cents 
from seamen employed in the foreign carrying trade. 


Mr. CRAPO. Those last words, inserted on my motion, should be 
omitted. 


The SPEAKER. But the House has already adopted them. 
Mr. CRAPO. Then I ask unanimous consent that the words inserted 


on my motion may be omitted, and the words indicated by the gentle- | 


man from Illinois [Mr. CANNON] be inserted at the point he has sug- 


There was no objection, and the section was modified accordingly. 
The Clerk read the next section, as follows: 


Sxc. 17. That the individual liability of a ship-owner shall be limited to the 


proportion of any or all debts and liabilities that his individual share of the ves 
sel bears to the whole. 

Mr. VAN VOORHIS. I move to strike out that section. 

Mr. DINGLEY. I move to perfect the section by adding to it the 
following: 


And the aggregate liabilities of the owners of the vessels on account of the 
same shall not exceed the value of such vessel. 

A single word in reference to that amendment. When the commit 
tee reported the section as it now stands in the bill it was supposed 
that the statutes of the United States provided for the case of the ag- 
gregate liabilities of a vessel. Butit is foundon morecareful examina 
tion that they provide only for liabilities in case of accident and not in 
other cases, 

The English law of liability which has been adopted limits the ag 
gregate liability in all cases to the value of the vessel, and the individ- 
ual liability to the proportion of the value owned by the individual as 
compared with the value of the whole vessel. My amendment will 
simply put this on the basis of the English law in that respect. 

I may add that it is important this shall be done, because now a 
part owner of an American vessel engaged in the foreign trade may be 
liable for the whole debts, fines, and charges imposed upon the vessel. 

Mr. VAN VOORHIS. Thisisnota question of the liability of the ship, 
but of the ship-owners. I can see no reason why individuals who be- 
come copartners in the business of ship-owning shall not be copartners 
for all the obligations. Why should five owners, there being but six 
owners of a ship, cause the creditor to lose five-sixths of his claim, the 
other one having had nothing to do with the matter, and they having 
taken all the risk and responsibility of the business ? 

One of the owners lives in New York, if you please, the others muy 
live in Canada; and if there should be ten owners the creditor can 
cover only one-tenth of his debt, because they happen to be absentees 
If nine owners reside outside of the country and only one in the country, 
nine-tenths of the obligations of the concern may be allowed to go un- 
paid. Iam speaking now of the personal liability of the ship-owners; 
I am not speaking of any claim there might be to enforce a lien upon 
the vessel itself. 

The SPEAKER. Debate upon the pendingamendment is exhausted. 

Mr. ROBESON. For the purpose of replying to the gentleman from 
New York [Mr. VAN Vooruts] I move to amend the amendment by 
striking out the last word. The difliculty in this case is not such as 
the gentleman states. In the first place, while it is true that according 
to the law of partnership each individual who participates in the joint 
business and joint profits is liable for the whole indebtedness of the 
concern, yet the ownership of a vessel is not a partnership in that 
sense. Partnerships in the ordinary sense are dissolved only by mu- 
tual agreement or by the action of courts. But the ownership of a vessel 
changes at the will of each owner. I may to-day associate myself as a 
ship-owner with ten gentlemen each of whom is responsible, and to-mor- 
row I may find myself associated with ten men none of whom are re 
sponsible ; so that I am left to bear the whole burden. 

Mr. VAN VOORHIS. If the law of partnership does not apply, why 
is there any need of this section ? 

Mr. ROBESON. Practically the law of partnership does not apply 

Mr. VAN VOORHIS. Then why is there any necessity for this sec 
tion? 


people, who are not partners in the ordinary sense, the liability of part- 
ners. We seek by this provision to repeal that liability. The change 
which we propose is perfectly fair. The whole ship in an action inrem is 
still liable for everything; we only provide that in addition each owner 
shall be liable tothe amor at of his interest personally. It isto be remem 
bered that an association of ship-owners is not only not a partnership 
in the sense of the control which each partner has over its duration and 
its conditions, but it is not a partnership in the sense in which a man 
has control over his business, for this business is necessarily committed 
to an agent over whom the ship-owner can not exercise anything but 
the most general and distant control. 

Mr. STONE. I move to amend the amendment by adding the fol 
lowing: 

Provided, That this provision shall not affect the liability of any owner in- 
curred previous to the passage of this act, nor prevent any claimant from join 
| ing all the owners in one action. 








| Mr. DINGLEY. I have no objection to that amendment. 
| Mr. STONE’S amendment to the amendment was agreed to. 
| Mr. STONE. I rise to a parliamentary inquiry. My amendment 
| just adopted was designed not only to qualify the pending amendment, 
but also to qualify some other portions of the section. I wish to in 
quire whether the defeat of the amendment will carry my proposition 
with it, so as to make it necessary for me to submit it again 

The SPEAKER. Undoubtedly the defeat of the amendment of the 
| gentleman from Maine would carry with it the amendment of the gen 
tleman from Massachusetts [ Mr. STONE], which has been adopted as an 
amendment to the amendment. 

Mr. STONE. ‘Then if this amendment be defeated I shall offer my 
| proposition again. 





Mr. ROBESON. But the statute as it now stands imposes upon these 


‘ 
{ 
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Mr. REAGAN. I move pro forma to amend the amendment. The 
subject of the liability of vessel-owners has been a good deal discussed 
of late with reference especially to domestic vessels; I mean vessels upon 
our interior waters and those engaged in our coastwise trade. The Na- 
tional Board of Trade has for several successive years brought to the 
attention of the Committee on Commerce the fact that the measure of 
damages ought to be changed so far as relates to our internal waters, 
and made to conform to the English rule. As I understand, the effect 
of the present proposition is to make the liability of vessels engaged in 
our foreign trade conform to the English rule. 

It has been shown that the result of making a single one of sev- 
eral ship-owners liable for all the damages that.may be incurred has 
prevented persons of property from becoming bona fide owners of vessels, 
and has driven them to a ruse to avoid liability by putting the prop- 
erty apparently in the control of an irresponsible man. It is urged on 
this account that the liability of the owners of our inland shipping (if 
I may so speak) shall be modified so as to encourage persons to be- 
come the responsible owners of ships. 1 do not see why the same rule 
should not apply to vessels engaged in the foreign trade. I do not see 
why the rule which has been adopted by a commercial country like 
Great Britain may not be adopted by us. I donot see why it is not a 
juster and more equitable rule than that which makes each individual 
owner of a ship liable for the whole amount of damages. 

MESSAGE FROM THE SENATE. 

A message from the Senate, by Mr. SYMPSON, one of its clerks, an- 
nounced that the Senate had passed without amendment House bills 
of the following titles: 

A bill (IL. R. 804) for the relief of Robert Gorthy and Calvin Green; 

A bill (11. R. 4704) for the relief of P. F. Lonergan; and 

Joint resolution (H. Res. 190) to refer certain claims to the Court of 
Claims. 

The message further announced that the Senate insisted upon its 
amendments disagreed to by the House to the bill (H. R. 7052) mak- 
ing appropriations for the Agricultural Department of the Government 
for the fiscal year ending June 30, 1884, and for other purposes, asked 
a conference with the House on the disagreeing votes of the two Houses, 
and had appointed as conferees on the part of the Senate Mr. Davis 
of West Virginia, Mr. HALE, and Mr. PLUMB. 

The message further announced that the Senate insisted on its amend- 
ments disagreed to by the House to the bill (H. R. 6900) making ap- 
propriations for the current and contingent expenses of the Indian 
Department and for fulfilling treaty stipulations with various Indian 
tribes for the year ending June 30, 1884, and for other purposes, asked 
a conference with the House on the disagreeing votes of the two Houses, 
and had appointed as conferees on the part of the Senate Mr. DAWEs, 
Mr. PLUMB, and Mr. RANsoM. 

AMERICAN SHIPPING. 

The House resumed the consideration of the shipping bill. 

Mr. GROUT. Mr. Speaker, I move to strike out the last word, not 
only for the purpose of stating my objections to this section, but to the 
whole bill, though ten minutes is a short time in which to do it. 

I should be glad to see the United States the greatest ship-building 
and ship-owning power of the world; should be glad to see the Ameri- 
can people the foremost people of all the earth in the great carfying 
trade of the ocean. And the time is surely coming when they will be; 
perhaps not in this generation, but nevertheless the time is coming. 
Our immense domain, rich in all the natural productions of the earth, 
and capable of easily sustaining a population equal to the combined 
present population of Europe and Asia; our 6,000 miles of sea-coast, in- 
dented with magnificent bays and harbors, upon which are rapidly rising 
opulent and powerful cities, mark our country as the certain future 
center of great commercial interests, the certain future seat of matitime 
supremacy. 

Yes, if these United States will but maintain harmoniously their 
present happy Union, and continue in their present career of material 
prosperity, continue to develop their mining, manufacturing, and agri- 
cultural interests, in short, continue to protect and develop their home 
industries, the time is not far distant when shall be given to American 
shipping a proud place upon the ocean. But this will never be as the 
result of legislation such as is proposed by this bill, in which ship-build- 
ing is to be granted special favors at the expense of weaker and humbler 
interests, at the expense of internal thrift and independence; in fact, 
granted heavy subsidies from out the public Treasury. 

A permanent place in ocean traffic will be reached by American ships 
when our internal resources have become so developed and our accu- 
mulated wealth so great as to fairly exceed the necessities of our domes- 
tic trade. Then will oursurplus capital make itself felt upon the ocean; 
will build ships and go abroad, per seeking investment in foreign 
lands, as English capital is to-day in every quarter of the-globe, partic- 
ularly in this country. Abundant American capital on every hand and 
@ consequent low rate of interest is the best subsidy the American peo- 
ple can furnish American shipping. But American capital just now, 
instead of looking out upon the ocean for investment, is turned from the 
great seaboard cities, where it is most to be found, back into the new 





States and the Territories of the Union and there finds ready investment 
at 10, 15, and 20 per cent. perannum. So long as money can find in- 
vestment at this high rate upon the land it will never venture out upon 
the ocean. 

But wait till the West have built their school-houses and churches, 
till the farmer owns his farm and the merchant his goods; wait till this 
capital comes back again to the Eastern lender with usury; wait till 
this empire in the West is developed, till she has built her telegraph 
lines and railroads and begins to lay the wealth of her prairie products 
into the lap of these seaboard cities, and then American money will be 
found willing to build American ships. Then will be realized the fond 
dream of the advocates of this bill—a powerful American merchant 
marine securely holding the trident of the deep. 

Thus do we see that this ‘“‘ consummation devoutly to be wished ’’ by 
all will by a little delay be reached through natural methods, without 
the stimulus and forcing process of this bill. We shall then havea 
eee independent carrying trade, and not the sickly plant of a hot- 

ouse. 

Besides this general objection to the bill let us look a moment at some 
of its details. 

Under the provisions of existing law our consular officers are required, 
in case of the sale of American vessels in foreign ports, and the conse- 
quent discharge of the crew, to collect of the masters of such vessels 
three months’ extra wages; also three months’ extra wages in case the 
consular officer discharges for cause or for cruel treatment any seaman 
in any foreign port; two-thirds of which in each case is paid to the men 
to help them back to their homes, and one-third in each case is to be 
covered into the Treasury of the United States as a fund out of which 
the Government helps back to the United States such indigent seamen, 
citizens of the United States, as may be cast ashore in foreign ports. 

These provisions have been found necessary to protect this weak and 
improvident class from unfair treatment by cruel and unprincipled mas- 
ters. 

This bill practically repeals these provisions, leaving in no case but 
one month’s pay, and wholly destroys this charity fund. This fund, 
under the wise administration of the Government, has been of great 
service to our indigent and suffering seamen in distant and inhosp:ta- 
ble lands, and if destroyed, as this bill proposes, it will leave poor Jack 
Tar to make his own way home unless assisted out of the public Treas- 
ury, whether like the crew of the Jeannette he be cast ashore upon 
Siberian snows or in some more hospitable quarter of the globe. This 
is legislation in the interest of capital to the neglect of a weak and 
dependent class whose rights, as all history teaches, can not be too care- 
fully protected. And I say if ships can not be built without neglect- 
ing the poor sailor and his necessities let not another American keel be 
laid. 

The subsidy contemplated by this bill, though its friends disclaim 
that word as applicable, consists in this: That in addition to the ad- 
mission duty free of all foreign ship-building materials under existing 
law theship-builder in case he uses American materials is entitled under 
the eighteenth section to have out of the Treasury what the bill calls 
‘*a drawback equal in amount tothe duty which would have been col- 
lected upon imported materials of like description and of equal quality.”’ 
The word drawback isa misnomer, for it implies a previous payment into 
the Treasury when nothing has been so paid on account of American 
material. Had the bill called this by its right name it would have 
read ‘‘ bounty or subsidy.’’ This provision of the bill would enable 
the ship-builder when his vessel is completed to make requisition and 
receive from the Treasury, in case he builds of American materials, 
probably more than 50 per cent. of the cost of those materials. 

For instance, the steel which goes into an iron vessel costs $40 per 
ton, $28 of which is duty if it be foreign steel. But oftheship-builder 
this duty is not collected. The steel costs him but $12 per ton. If he 
uses American steel all he has to do under this bill is to go to the Treas- 
ury and receive $28—amount of duty if it were foreign—therefrom for 
every ton which he puts into his vessel, thereby leaving but $12 per 
ton to be paid by himself. It is true upon no other article would tho 
rebate be as great, but still large upon all; certainly ting more 
than 50 per cent. of the total cost of material. This bounty is simply 
tremendous, and must alarm all prudent men. 

Gentlemen tell us that it is necessary to place this leech upon the 
Treasury in order to place ships upon the ocean—no matter if as the 
result the duty on sugar and wool and coal, in short upon everything 
necessary to feed and clothe and make comfortable the poor man, must 
be enough greater to enable the Government to meet the current ex- 
penses and pay the interest on the public debt. 

Section 17 of the bill is as follows: 

b' a ship-owner shall be limited to the proportion 
of any oF all debts and libites that his individual share of the vessel bears to 
the whole. 

Now, under this section should four men jointly build aship, three of 
whom were not responsible pecuniarily, however wealthy the one might 
be, the individual furnishing supplies for or labor or materials toward 
the vessel, or suffering damage in consequence of its wrongful act, could 
recover of the responsible partner only one-fourth of his debt or damage. 
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The other three-fourths would be devoted to this great American enter- 
prise, having for its object the control of trade upon the oceans. 

This section, if law, would work a compiete revolution in the English 
common law and in all American law as regards the liabilities of part- 
ners. It wholly overturns those principles which the experience and 
judgment of mankind have found just and equitable upon this subject, 
and would make possible the case just supposed of fraud and imposition 
upon an unsuspecting creditor. ; ‘ 

For one, sir, I can not vote for a measure which contains so many re- 
markable provisions for the benefit of a single great moneyed interest, 
every one of which is in derogation of the rights either of some weak 
class of our citizens or of some humbler industrial interest. I should 
be glad to see a revival of American shipping—should at least be glad 
to see our American products carried in our ownships. I hope I am able 
to appreciate the pride which the American citizen must feel as he steps 
aboard an ocean steamer bound for some f>reign port to be able to go 
under his own flag—that pride which the American merchant must feel 
to be able to send his merchandise in an American bottom, over which 
extend the jurisdiction of American laws; but this is a poor equivalent 
for those inequalities in which the bill would be sure to result—a poor 
equivalent for the price which the American masses would be compelled 
to pay for a privilege, which from the very nature of things could be 
enjoyed only by the few. Mr. Speaker, I now withdraw the amend- 
ment, barely adding that I hope the House will come to a speedy vote 
on this bill and go to the consideration of those great questions in which 
the whole body of the American people feel an interest—questions of 
tariff and taxation and the frugal administration of the Government. 
In our elections we are all compelled to wait till the ‘‘rural districts’’ 
are heard from. This debate has already run nearly a week and may 
it not be well tolook justa little to the interests of the ‘‘ rural districts’’ 
of those great industrial classes in whose homes are the issues of the 
national life and spend no more time upon this measure which indi- 
rectly interests only a small circle of importers and ship-builders, prob- 
ably not one-thousandth part of our whole population? It has already 
consumed more than one-seventh of the valuable time of this short ses- 
sion. 

Mr. REAGAN. I withdraw my pro forma amendment. 

The SPEAKER. The question recurs on the amendment of the gen- 
tleman from Maine [Mr. DINGLEY] as amended. 

The House divided; and there were—ayes 44, noes 13. 

So the amendment as amended was agreed to. 

Mr. HOLMAN. Let the entire section as amended be again read. 

The section as amended was again read. 

Mr. VAN VOORHIS. In my judgment, Mr. Speaker, that amend- 
ment makes the section much worse than it was before. Now, it is con- 
ceded to be the law in this country that joint owners of vessels are 
jointly liable for all the obligations they incur. It is here proposed to 
put into this act a provision which will utterly destroy the credit of 
ship-owners abroad whenever that provisionof the law becomes known. 
Its operation is to cancel the debts of owners due to innocent parties— 
to the sailors who perform the service on board the ship, to the men 
who furnish materials and supplies, to the people who trust ship- 
owners for whatever they may need. The ship-owner gets out by con- 
tributing only a fractional part of the debt, only the proportion which 
his ownership bears to the entire debts of the concern. 

The section as now amended provides, if there be two copartners in 
the ownership of a vessel and they shall contract debts to the amount 
of a million dollars, they shall only be liable for $100,000, if that is all 
the ship is worth. It seems to me that it is a monstrous proposition. 
It is one this Congress can notafford to adopt. It is against public morals. 
Itisagainstgood conscience. It will not help shipping or ship-building 
or the merchant marine of this country to put into the law a proposition 
which strikes me as most infamous. 

Mr. ROBESON. Mr. Speaker, in every State in this Union, and in 
every civilized commercial country of the world, limited partnership is | 
permitted. Now, this is a case where it is specially required. | 

Mr. VAN VOORHIS. That is, in reference to general partnership? | 

Mr. ROBESON. There must always be a general partner. There is 
a general partner here, The ship and all its outfit are liable for work. 
Every sailor has a first lien on it. 

The only question is, after you have exhausted the rem, the thing 
itself, whether or not the part owner who does not control the responsi- 
bility, who has never entered into any partnership and can not be affected 
by a transfer of interest, who is to-day associated with responsible men 
and to-mérrow associated with irresponsible men, shall be liable for 
everything contracted by his agent. 

Mr. VAN VOORHIS. That depends on the charter. 

Mr. ROBESON. There is y aState in the Union which has not | 
& general act of corporation, which holds only the corporators liable for 
the amount of shares held by them. 

Mr. VAN VOORHIS. If so, it is all wrong. 

Mr. ROBESON. It may be all wrong, but it is the policy by which 
an individual can be safe in his investment and trade maintained for 
the benefit of the country. All this ownership is a matter of registry, 





and notice is given to the world. 
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Mr. VAN VOORHIS. 
man from New Jersey. 

The SPEAKER. Debate is exhausted on the pending proposition. 

Mr. VAN VOORHIS. Then I move to strike out the section as 
amended. 

The gentleman’s position is that a co-partner should have a better po 
sition than the innocent creditor. If the co-partner should sell out and 
cheat him then the latter should have no chance. 

The motion to strike out was disagreed to. 

Mr. HOLMAN. I wish to amend the section by adding the follow 


ing: 


I wish to say s word in reply to the gentle- 


Nor shall the same apply to wages due to persons employed by said ship 
builder. 


Mr. ROBESON. 

Mr. HOLMAN. I think, Mr. Speaker, the universal policy now is 
to hold the property of owners liable for the wages of the workmen they 
employ. 

Mr. DINGLEY. Permit me to say that the workman now has the 
first lien on that property. 

Mr. HOLMAN. Certainly, a lien on the subject-matter 

Mr. DINGLEY. And that is always ten times more than will pay 
the wages. 

Mr. HOLMAN. Not at all. 
men without remedy. 

Mr. PAGE. I do not see any objection to that amendment 

Mr. DINGLEY. I do not object to it. 

Mr. VAN VOORHIS. I move to amend the amendment by adding 
‘for persons who furnish supplies to a ship.’’ 

The SPEAKER. The question is on the amendment to the amend- 
ment proposed by the gentleman from New York. 

The amendment tothe amendment was not agreed to. 

The question recurred upon the amendment of Mr. HOLMAN 

The amendment was agreed to. 


I have no objection to that. 


On the contrary it leaves the laboring 


MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT. 

A message inwriting from the President of the United States was 
communicated to the House by Mr. PRUDEN, one of his secretaries. 

The message also announced the approval of House bills of the fo}- 
lowing titles: 

Anact (H. R 
Waddell; and 

An act (H. R. 429) to provide for holding a term of the district court 
of the United States at Wichita, Kansas, and for other purposes. 


G6S9) to remove the political disability of James S. 


AMERICAN SHIPPING. 


Mr. MURCH. I desire to offer an amendment to this section. 

The SPEAKER. Does the Chair understand the gentleman to desire 
to offer his amendment to section 17? 

Mr. MURCH. I will withhold the amendment for the present. 

The SPEAKER. The Clerk will read. 

The Clerk read as follows: 

Sec. 18. That when any vessel, whether steam or sail, shall be constructed and 
equipped in the United States for the foreign trade, including the trade between 
the Atlantic and the Pacific ports of the United States, in whole or in part of ma- 
terials of the production of the United States, the owner or owners of such veasel 
shall be entitled to receive and collect from the United States a drawback orsum 
equal in amount to the duty which would have been collected upon imported 
materials of like description and of equal quality with the American materials 
used in the construction, equipment, engines, boilers,and other appurtenances 
of such steam or sail vesse!: Provided, That in ascertaining such drawback the 
duties on such iron or steel materials shall be computed on iron and steel ad- 
vanced in manufacture not beyond the point of plates, angles, bars, and rods 
And provided further, That this section shall apply only to vessels commenced 
after the passage of this act. 


Mr. PAGE. Mr. Speaker, my associates on the joint committee 
have instructed or requested me to offer the following as a substitute 
for section 18 of the bill. I move, theretore, to strike out section 14 
as read and insert what I send to the desk. 

The SPEAKER. The amendment will be read. 

The Clerk read as follows: 

Strike out section 18 of the bill and insert 

“When any American vesse) shall be constructed, equipped, repaired. refitted, 
or supplied with ship's stores for the foreign trade, including the trade between 
the Atlantic and the Pacific ports of the United States, in whole or in part of 
materials of the production of the United States, the owner or owners of such 
vessel shall be entitled to receive and eollect from the United States a drawback 
or sum equal in amount to the duty which would have heen collected upon im 
ported materials of like description and of equal quality with the American 
materials used in the construction, equipment, engines, boilera, attachments, 
and other appurtenances of such vesse], including the repairs, outfit, and sup 
plies: Provided, That in ascertaining such drawback the duties shall be com 
puted on iron and steel advanced in manufacture not beyond the point of plates, 
angles, bars, and rods: Provided also, That such drawback on any article shall 
not exceed the difference between the market price of such article in the collec 
tion district in which the vessel shal! be built, repaired, refitted, or supplied, and 
the market price of a similar article in the city of Glasgow or the river Clyde, 
and shall not exceed £10 per ton adimeasurement in the case of the original 
construction of any sailing vessel, and $25 per ton in the case of the original 
construction of any vessel propelled in whole or in part by steam, and in 
the aggregate the drawback or sum paid under this section shall not in any 
one year exceed the amount of tonnage tax collected in such year: And pro- 
vided further, ‘That this section shall apply only to vessels commenced after the 
passage of this act.” 
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Mr. BUCKNER. I rise to a question of order. I have a substitute 
for that section which I desire to have read at the same time. 

The SPEAKER. That is only a question of the order of precedence. 
The gentleman from California is recognized. 

Mr. PAGE. Mr. Speaker, the eighteenth section of this bill, as 
originally proposed by the committee, has been discussed thoroughly 

upon the floor of this House for the last four days, and the committee 
in offering the substitute which has been read for this section endeav- 
ered to mect objections that have been urged against the original section 
by making it in such terms that there can be no dispute or disagreement 
as to its construction or as to the amount of money that would probably 
be available to a ship-owner under this rebate. 

There has been a general demand on the part of the people of this 
country that Congress should take some action in reference to the res- 
teration of the American flag to the ocean and upon vessels carrying the 
commerce of the United States. The committee have considered care- 
fully all the propositions submitted to them. Some members of the 
committee were in favor of free materials; but free materials will not 
alone provide the remedy that Congress ought to apply to a great sub- 
ject like this. Neither will free ships entirely reach the difficulty. 
Many members of the committee were in favor of free ships—that any 
person who desired to engage in the carrying trade might go to Eng- 
land or to the markets of the world and buy his steam-vessel wher- 
ever he pleased and bring it to the United States under an American 
register. 

But the committee believed that there was a high duty that this Gov- 
ernment owed to its citizens, and that duty was to protect the great 
industries of the country; that the iron mines and the coal mines of the 
country should receive the protection of the Government, and that labor 
should receive its due share of protection and all that it is entitled to 
under the laws of the United States. The committee also believe that 
the men who were engaged in the construction of the ships should not 
be brought down, in the matter of their wages, upon a par with the 
wages of those who build ships in foreign countries. The committee 
believe that this system of rebate was the only means by which the 
American ship-builder and ship-owner would be placed upon an equal- 
ity with those who purchase their ships abroad or have them built in a 
foreign country. 

My friend from Indiana [Mr. HOLMAN] said on yesterday he was sur- 
prised that I would stand before the American Congress and urge a 
rebate in favor of ship-building. 

Mr. Speaker, the gentleman from Indiana was in Congress, as I be- 
lieve, in 1860, when the act was passed, now upon the statute-books 
(section 3019 of the Revised Statutes), which provides that a foreigner 
wishing to have a ship built in the United States out of foreign material, 
when it is built exclusively of that, might have it built in thiscountry 
and exported to a foreign country to sail under a foreign flag, and have 
» rebate or drawback of all the money so paid in the shape cf tariff 
duties, because he is a citizen of a foreign country and gives that ship 
to the world under a foreign flag. But he is astonished when a propo- 
sition is submitted that gives the American citizen the right to go to a 
ship-yard in the United States and have his ship built out of American 
material; that puts to work and gives employment to your foundries, 
your rolling-mills, and your iron mines. He says there shall be no pro- 
tection to him; because this bill proposes to refund to him, or give him 
in bounty if you please, a sum equal in amount to what would have 
been collected if the material had been imported from a foreign country. 
And that is the whole proposition submitted to this House to-day. 

[Here the hammer fell. } 

Mr. ROBESON obtained the floor and yielded his time to Mr. 
Pack. 

Mr. MOULTON. I hope my friend from California [Mr. PAGE] will 
explain the difference between his amendment and the original text. 

Mr. PAGE. The amendment fixes the amount certain and provides 
the fund out of which it shall be paid. It provides it shall be paid out 
of the tonnage taxes collected. It also fixes the amount of tariff accord- 
ing to the condition of the iron or steel advanced to a certain grade of 
finish—plates, angles, &c. Is is also provided in this section that there 
shall be a rebate on material that enters into the repair of a ship. 

Now, Mr. Speaker, this fund out of which this rebate is to be paid is 
created by a tax levied by Congress in war times upon shipping; that is, 
upon ships engaged in the foreign trade. While it is true that asmall 
portion of this comes from the American ship-owner, it is at the same 
time true that 90 per cent. of it comes from foreigners engaged in for- 
eign commerce. 

Mr. THOMPSON, of Kentacky. Will the gentleman yicld to me for 
a question right there? 

r. PAGE. Yes, sir. 

Mr. THOMPSON, of Kentacky. I would like to ask the gentleman— 
suppose the amount that the Government becomes liable for exceeds 
the amount received from these tonnage dues, what then ? 

Mr. PAGE. The amendment I propose limits the payment to the 
amount collected. It provides it shall not exceed that amount. 

Mr. THOMPSON, of Kentucky. Suppose the number of vessels on 
which the drawback is due is greater than can be provided for by that 
fand ? 





Mr. PAGE. The whole thing is to be paid out under instructions to 
be prescribed by the Secretary of the 4 
Will it be divided then pro rata 


Mr. THOMPSON, of Kentucky. 
among the ship-builders ? 

Mr. PAGE. That may be a matterof regulation. Butcertainly the 
ship-builders will have no right to demand any more money than is 
received in the shape of tonnage tax. 

Mr. THOMPSON, of Kentucky. 
on the Government? 

Mr. PAGE. I think the limitation in the amendment fixes the lia- 
bility so that the Government shall not be further responsible. Itsays 
emphatically the Government shall not be liable, or no more money shall 
be payable in one year than is collected from the tonnage tax. 

Mr. THOMPSON, ofKentucky. Will thecommittee acceptan amend- 
ment, that this shall be paid pro rata in case the drawback to which the 
ship-builders are entitled exceeds the amount of tax—— 

Mr. PAGE. The committee are willing to accept any amendment 
that will perfect this section. 

Mr. THOMPSON, of Kentucky. And limit the responsibility of the 
Government to the amount of the tax? 

Mr. PAGE. Now, what gentleman in this House, what Representa- 
tive in Congress, is prepared to say by his vote to the American people, 
‘We are willing that foreigners, subject to a foreign government, may 
come here and have a ship built out of foreign material, and when that 
ship is built it is to be exported out of the country to-sail under a for- 
eign flag; we are willing those foreigners shall have the drawback that 
is provided now, but we are not willing that American citizens should 
have it as is here provided in the eighteenth section ’’? 

Mr. CANNON. Does not the American citizen have the same draw- 
back under existing laws? 

Mr. PAGE. If he becomes a foreigner and sails the ship under a 
foreign flag. 

Mr. CANNON. 
can flag? 

Mr. PAGE. I beg the gentleman’s pardon. 
show under what statute that can be done. 

The opposition to this section means, disguise it as you will, opposi- 
tion to the labor interests of this country. We can build ships of iron 
as cheaply on the Delaware as they can be built on the Clyde if you 
will reduce the price of labor tothe same rate; butas long as you claim 
you have a right under your laws to protect your citizens by levying a 
tariff tax on imported goods manufactured in a foreign country for the 
protection of American labor, you have a right to do this for the shipping 
interest. You may, if you choose, vote down this section and let it go 
to the country that an American Congress has refused, out of the funds 
coliected almost wholly from foreign citizens engaged in the carrying 
trade—have refused to grant this rebate, or bounty if you please, that 
thousands of men now employed may be engaged in the manufacture 
and building of ships. Let your iron mines be closed down; Iet your 
coal mines stop; let those employed in them be turned out of employ- 
ment, that the policy asked for by my friend from Indiana [Mr. Ho1- 
MAN | may be carried out by this Congress; so that you shall go to a for- 
eign country and shall buy your ships, made by foreign labor of mate- 
rial from mines worked by foreigners, while your own mines are left 
unworked, while the light of your forges goes out and the sound of your 
rolling-mills is unheard. That will be the result of carrying out that 
policy. 

The eighteenth section of this bill is in the interest and forthe protec- 
tion of American industries and American labor. Its spirit is purely 
American. While during my ten years’ service in this House J may have 
been liberal in my votes on appropriations, I must say this, that when I 
leave this Congress I will have the proud satisfaction of knowing thaton 
every appropriation bill and in all the legislation during those ten years I 
haveever given my vote to protect, foster, and encourage American labor 
and American industries. 

Mr. COX, of New York. I do not doubt my friend from California 
[Mr. Pace] is in earnest in speaking in favor of the interests of labor. 
I do not doubt this joint committee on shipping meant well toward tho 
American people and this then once-favored industry. The gentleman 
and the committee have done some good in bringing these controversies 
plainly and practically before the House. The country will appreciate 
these efforts to revive their old favorite enterprise, even if the efforts be 
mistaken in means and aim. That committee, in so far as a member of 
it may compliment it, has done a faithful and I may say inexpensive 
work. Ithas costa mere song, compared with othercommittee expendi- 
tures, to gather the facts and present them to Congress. We have given 
you the results of many weeks of careful consideration, and if we differ 
it is because there are irreconcilable differences between men and par- 
ties as to the functions of government, the needs and uses of taxation, 
and the objects of subsidies and other pecuniary aids. 

Among the propositions made for reviving shipping is this proposition 
of the eighteenth section. I am glad it is presented asitis. I hoped 
for its presentation in an’ with the more liberal and enlightened 

licies of free materialsand freeships. It has been ameliorated, as the 
House will see, by the majority of the committee. It now provides that 
the drawback is to be drawn from this tonnage tax of a million and a 


But will not the liability still rest 


No; if he sails an American ship under the Ameri- 
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half or more, two millions perhaps before we get through the next year, 
if the tonnage amendment be adopted. - ; ; 

What, then, is the object and nature of this peculiar subsidy or draw- 
back? Why, ofcourse, the gentlemen intend by its cash, either paid to 
ship-builder or ship-owner, in good faith, to revive our shipping. They 

y mean to lift this interest out of the terrible condition in which 
we find it. In this object, in this desperate condition of the shipping 
interests, any remedy is justifiable which has the element of fairness, 
equity, and justice, and was there ever a case of such urgency? 

Two statements of fact will illustrate whatI mean. They should in- 
duce the utmost earnestness on the part of this House to give a fair con- 
sideration of this matter. There is the startling fact in the first place 
as to our carrying trade that $1,284,000,000 of our exports and imports 
are carried in foreign vessels, while our own vessels only carry one-fifth 
42,000,000. This is the terrible condition of our 
ship-owners and our carrying trade. Was there ever so humiliating a 
showing for a proud people and with such resources of exports ? 

As to ship-building—for this matter concerns both—England excels 
all other nations in ship-building; and among the rest we painfully 
suffer in the comparison. Last year she built 890,000 tons, mostly iron 
steamers, while we built only about 27,000 tons. England has now 
192,800 vessels, with a tonnage of 6,000,000 and more, while we have 
only about 1,300,000 registered tons, nearly all in sailing vessels. _ 

These two pictures sicken the heart. They prompt us almost to for- 
get our legislative integrity, and vote on any plan to subsidize or aid 
by money from the Treasury and by the removal of every burden the 
possible and probable obstacles to our maritime success. 

In this emergency whatis proposed? A mere bagatelle of money in 
the shape of asubsidy, as some would call it; or an allowance of cash, 
for I will not call it a subsidy. 

What does ‘‘subsidy’’ mean? Itcomes from an old word which means 
‘to sit down;”’ “‘the third line in the old rank of the Roman army a 
support of the two front ranks.’’ Hence subsidy philologically means 
asupport. It comes down finally to this “‘unabridged’’ meaning: ‘‘a 
sum of money specifically paid out by one prince to another, or by one 
nation to another, to purghase the service of auxiliary troops,’’ &c. 
[Laughter. ] ; 

This, therefore, is in one sense a specific allowance from a particular 
fund in the Treasury, belonging to all, to help one class of people. If 
it would help labor here and there from funds drawn from the tax on 
all labor, I would be willing to vote for it, provided it was not a dis- 
crimination for a few men, hardly a class, against the many who are in- 
terested in cheap transportation, free materials, and cheap vehicles of 
trade. 

But how will this operate? Will it really help the great bulk of our 
laboring men? Does it help the farmer? Is he not the main element 
of our industry? Is he not entitled to cheap transportation for his 
produce abroad? Every bushel of corn or wheat—is it not rated by 
prices ope a Mark Laneor Liverpool? Never wasamore thoughtful 
sentence pronounced than that of the recent president of the Produce 
Exchange in New York city, the recently elected mayor, Mr. Edson, 
when he said: 


The difference of a eingle penny in the cost of laying down grain at Liverpool 
may determine the question whether millions of bushels shall be supplied by 
this country or shall be drawn from the ample fields of Hungary or Southern 


Wil the agricultural Representatives, fresh from the people, and who 
their constituents alive to economic questions, ponder the mean- 
ing of our mayor’ssaying? In connection with this bill, and especially 
the proposition for ships, which is their own interest more than 
that of the ship-owner, will they ponder it ? 
I read to-day in the New York Commercial Bulletin, of January 9, 
a statement of the foreign grain charters for 1882. It is most sugges- 
tive. I ask to have it appended hereto. It shows that not one ounce of 
our grain, in the past two years, has been carried in American bottoms, 
sail or steam, but in foreign steamers, not even in sailing vessels. It 
is shown that in 1880 our ships carried 1,328,436 bushels of grain out 
of a total of 113,343,168 bushels—only 1 per cent. of the total exports! 
Since then not a bushel carried in our own ships! Seven nationalities 
surpass us in the carrying of our own produce. 


{From the New York Commercial Bulletin, January 9, 1883.] 


grain charters for 1882—Suggestive statistics—Marked increase in steam and 
decrease in sail—Great Britain taking over 50 per cent. of the grain—Not a bushel 
carrted in American bottoms— vessels monopolizing the whole trade— 

Probable abolition of sailing vessels as European grain carriers. 

In the issue of the Bulletin of January 9, 1882, a compilation of grain shipments 
from this port for the year 1881 was presented. eanewhat Sieetlar tables encent 
in a more extended form, are hereunder given for the year ending December 31, 
1882, and will be found of special interest to those who are studying the causes of 
the decline of American marine. 

Going back to 1879, we find, from carefully compiled and trustworthy statis- 
tics, that in that year there were 99,410,080 bushels of grain shipped from this 

rt, of which 40,500,058 bushels were carried by 1,056 steamers, and 58,910,022 
by 1,789 sail vessels. In 1880 there were 113,343,163 bushels shipped, 

‘ of which were Romspertse by 1,292 steamers, while 63,376,584 
Ie found in 1,789 sailing bottoms. In 1881 there were exported to 
Europe 72,276,312 els, and of this quantity 53,255,728 bushels were carried by 
1,302 steamers, and 19,020,584 bushels by 554 sailing vessels. 
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In the year 1882, exports from this port were materially affected by the defi- 
ciency of the wheat and corn crops of 1881; hence 46,162,738 bushels were only 
carried, a decrease of about 26,000,000 bushels as compared with the previous 
year. Of the grain transported in 1882, no less than 39,878,449 bushels were car- 
ried by 1,069 steamers, while 6,284,289 bushels were carried in the bottoms of 240 
sailing vessels, 

The first impression that naturally strikes one on a perusal of the above fig- 
ures is the fact that sailing vessels are rapidly making way for steam in the trans- 
atlantic grain carrying trade. While there were 41,067,851 less bushels shipped 
in 1881 than in the year 1880, the falling off in the sail carrying is most marked, 
the decrease in the amount transported by sail being 44,356,000. On the contrary, 
steamers carried in 1881 °,289,149 bushels more than in 1880, 

In the year 1882 the percentage of steam over sail is still greater, though the 
exports are less by about 26,000,000 bushels, Yet we find that last year, notwith- 
standing the heavy falling off just mentioned, steam carried only 12,377,279 less 
bushels than in 1881,while sailing vessels carried a total of only 6,284,289, being 
12,722,711 bushels less than in IS8Sl. It would be tolerably safe to estimate that if 
Atlantic sailing vessels for the carriage of grain to Europe decrease in the same 
ratio they have during the last three years not a solitary grain sail-charter willere 
long be effected at this port. 4 

Suggestive as these figures are, perhaps the most surprising feature is that not 
an ounce of grain during last year was carried across the Atlantic from this port 
in an American bottom, sail or steam. The same state of affairs existed during 
the year 1881. In 1880 the American ships carried 1,328,436 bushels out of a total 
of 113,343,168 bushels ; in other words, about 1 per cent. of the totalexports. Since 
then, however, they have not conveyed a bushel. In 1880 seven nationalities, 
Dutch, French, Danish, Portuguese, Russian, Spanish, and Swedish, carried less 
grain than American, but the figures given prove how completely they have 
gone ahead of us since. ‘ : 

It is somewhat difficult to obtain a correct yearly average of freight rates, The 
movement of grain last year was not only less, but uncertain. It was shipped 
for a half-penny in May, and was at one time as high as9jd. sterling to Hulland 
8id.to Liverpool. If anaverage, however, be struck at 6d. per bushel, the British 
lines will have received the respectable sum of $3,336,855 or thereabouta for their 
grain carrying of last year, which, as has been shown, wasa comparatively dull 
season. On the same basis, the whole of the foreign steam and sail companies 
received last year from this particular freight about $5,770,342. Asususl. British 
vessels head the list. To say nothing of other countries’ vessels controlled by 
British capital, but not under her flag, she is credited with over 5) per cent. of 
the whole grain-carrying trade from this port, though the percentages over other 
nationalities were greater in 1880 and 1881, being 57 and 62 respectively 

While more British steamers were last year used for grain, her decrease in sail 
tonnage was very marked indeed, as the following figures will show 
21,955,981 bushels ; 1881, 6,300,424 bushels; 1882, 1,004,190 bushels, In her grain sai!- 
ings Great Britain for the first time is beaten by another nation, but has far out- 
stripped all her competitors in supplying their place withsteam, Last year Italy 
headed the list in sail, with Austria second and Great Britain third. Belgium 
had no sail last year, but increased her carriage by steam from 4,595,048 bushels 
in 1881 to 5,287,451 bushels in 1882. The Germans carried less last year than in 
1881], but the Dutch and French are slightly ahead of last year's record 

The following are the shipments of grain from this port by the respective 
European carrying powers during the year 1882 


las 


Shipment by sail and steam in (8x2 


SAS. 













' 
Steam Sail. | Total 

| 

| Bushels. | Bushels 
American........ 1 ee ; , a 
CT SE, ene } 1,769,777 1, 769, 77 
Belgian..... 5, 287, 451 
British ... 


| 

Wy Batol | 

i | 1,004, 190 26, 694, 846 
' 








Danish ... | 8,625 | 1,193,030 

Dutch..... ; 1, 929, 323 

French... : 2, 297,868 |..... 

German . 

Italian......... S38, 

Norwegian 551, 876 | SOL, S76 

Portuguese ' 374, 793 | 374, 793 

Ice. cachtnee POET et Ie 1, SS FAR ; ; 

Spanish ......... FRESE RET j Se 172,715 | 127, 263 | 300, 074 

Swedish..... Cadlaendetindiainctirhnniipaaiusadeiivanaiiliaicie | sia enitatniontiis | 57,729 | 57,720 
Total | 30,978,449 | 6, 284,289 | 46, 162,753 


Number of vessels .......cc.cccce0s -| 1,069 } 240 | 1,309 


For the purpose of comparison, we give the same for the year 1581: 


Shipments by stcamand sail in 1881. 








hol 


Total 
> 


2, 538, 759 


Sail | 
i | 
Bushels. Bushels. I 
& 2 
J 














INI <4 aiid cohen neaeinaniuhiiuaaieniventsestens sesdechnaniien 0, 759 
Belgian 4, 695, 948 |....... ARE 1,605, 48 
III A wenttiatinliodaien 7 39, 395,720 } 6,300,424 | 45,606, 144 
ia thadtudatidcsadinsesbenese chekasheetesniineveecetioneinlt iain Esets seceveet 2,176, 944 
Rea a aD 1,245, 710 50,235] 1,345,945 
French 2,074, 804 68,283 | 2,143,177 
German 3, 988, 562 194,376 | 4,182,938 
ER ccsscicactinnisvennvinensenucesediebbereste wien secon 529,699 | 4,914,299) 5,443, 993 
A EE ESET , Ks | 4,908,712] 4,308,712 
NOE ae Soe ee | 838,375 338, 375 
Russian... , 120,507 130, 507 
cael a ; | 0S, 351 55, 766 14, 117 
Swedish.............. NSE aaaneiaaa | 328, 848 324, 348 








has ait Se acral ae 
| 53,255,728 | 19,020,584 | 72, 276, 312 
pei Sisieielaaenabialele | 1,302 54 | 1,86 


Total 


Number of vessels... 


It should be observed that 1,069steamers carried grain in 1882 and 1,392 in 1841; 
and while in 1882 there were 240 sailing vessels, in 1381 the sail bottoms amounted 
to St. 

The following table gives the shipments of grain (excepting flour) by months 
for the year 1882 by both steam and sail-veasels. The figuresimmediately under 
the monthly tables represent the number of veasels which have sailed during 
such period: 
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Statement showing the number of bushels of grain exported to Europe from New York by steam and sail in 1882. 


British. 


Month a a a a 








Steam. 


January 

Number of vessels 
eas 
Number of vessels.....'... 
March.. 

Number of vessels.....' 
Number of vessels. 

Number of veasels 

June.... 

Number of vessels., 

. Lt mount 
Number of vessels.....).............. 
Asagmach.... exmnnmemaacenies 4,219, 818 
Number of vessels.....)... 80 
september . 3,577,407 
Number of vessels ‘ x 76 
Ce iinccicitarvidiornenn 1, 461, 897 
Number of veswels.....|...... 42 
IIIT i cntninn ocenedleaneeendienell 1,805,718 
Number of veasels.....)............0 ll 4 
I A inctenintinio cena ninip tina 2, 232, 552 
Number of vessels. 4 69 


ian a) 
1, 481, 862 |..... 
a waset 

61 








Sail. Steam. 








124, 273 |. 

2 
249, 158 
161, 898 











Total bushels... 
Total veasels.....|............0++ 











Italian. 
Month. 


January ........ 
Number of vessels. 
February 

Number of veasels..... 
March 

Number of vessels. 
April 

Number of vessels..... 
May oouimmanennen 
Number of vessels..... 
June 

Number of vessels..... 
July 

Number of vessels. 
EE : 
Number of vessels.....) 
September................. 
Number of vessel 
October ... 

Number of vessels..... 
November 

Number of vessels... 
December 

Number of vessels.....' 









































115 
2,918, 182 
2, 985, 368 

4 
3, 053, 313 
102 


2 
10,718 
1 


31,339 
2 








Total bushels.. 
Total veasels 














Grand total, 1,336 vessels and 46,162,738 bushels. 


Mr. William E. eaguemh, president of the Mutual Grain Coiling Company, 17 
South William street, has our thanks fora number of the foregoing statistics. His 
carefully compiled records have proved of excellent service to the shipping in- 
terest generally. 

We come down now to the only real remedy proposed by the major- 
ity, for I do not reckon the other remedies of the bill as of much mo- 
ment. I know this remedy will help the wooden-ship building in 
Maine, I know it will help the iron-ship builders on the Delaware. It 
is not as much, perhaps, for the wood-ship building interests of Maine 
as for the iren-ship building interests on the Delaware; but for both it 
is a bounty, a gift, asubsidy. It is argued as such—confessed to be an 
allowance of cash, and by the present amendment limited to a sum 
and fixed upon a special fund. 

The hull of a wooden ship is built of wood and iron, with copper fasten- 
ings, and on all those articles if imported from abroad there is a duty; 
and so there is on the sheathing of yellow metal. It is calculated that 
of the cost of a wooden ship two-thirds pertains to the hull, and one-third 
only to the spars, sails, rigging, anchors, cables, and furniture; and on 
the iron rigging and hemprigging there isaduty. ‘Takeit all together, 
if this bill, with the eighteenth section, should pass, the wooden-ship 
builders of Maine can save ten or fifteen dollars per ton on a ship which 
they say they can build for $50 per ton, and which they admit they can 
build as cheaply as it can be built anywhere. 

Mr. DINGLEY. Lam sure the gentleman does not intend to mis- 
represent, but that is the effect of his language. 

Mr. COX, of New York. The gentleman can answer me when I get 
through. 


Mr. DINGLEY. But it is at this point that the misrepresentation is, 


, 747, 998 172,715 
21 5 








39, 878, 449 
1,096 


, 














and I know the gentleman does not intend it. In the case of a wooden 
vessel the only metal that goes into it on which there would be a draw- 
back would be the metal material which is employed. The timber is 
as cheap in Maine as it would be anywhere else, so that the ship-build- 
ers would get the advantage of only about $3 a ton under this bill. 

Mr. COX, of New York. I am glad my friend has made that admis- 
sion. 

Mr. DINGLEY. Exactly; and why should not the Maineship-builder 
have it? 

Mr. COX, of New York. The tleman is entitled to credit, and 
I grant it to him, for paring down this greatsubsidy as well to the small 
proportions of $3 above the cost of the ship, but also for limiting the 
total to the amount of the tonnage tax. Yet I know, sir, that this ton- 
nage tax is but the entering-wedge. If ado there will be in the 
future vast subsidies demanded for this interest; the principle 
or policy will be established, and the shipping interest be quartered ad 
libitum on the Treasury. Is there no better plan, sir? 

Perhaps there is no plan adequate to this desperate emergency; per- 
haps, as the Boston Advertiser has shown, the fault is in the half rate 
paid for fifteen or twenty years, and which, while the cost of running 
ships has kept up, has made the gross receipts destructive of the values 
of ship property. 

Perhaps the sale by the million—fifteen millions of dollars’ worth o1 
our model ships, being realized by our ship-ownersin theirsales abroad — 
has given the outside world the finest of freighting ships, with the 
eve’ t model to copy from. A thousand peradventures and guesscs 
may be made as to the causes of our decline, which have not yet been 
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analyzed. But we are safe in saying that one remedy has not yet been 
tried. It is with this remedy that the minority antagonize the propo- 
sition in the eighteenth section. First, by providing for free material. 
Why not? If you would help the ship-builder, give him his material 
free. It lessens the cost of this instrument of commerce, if we can build 
it at all in thiscountry. That is the great obstacle in the way of ship- 
building to-day, especially of a certain class of iron steamships. 

But when we make a proposition for free ships with the proviso of 
the honorable and liberal merchant-prince of Boston [Mr. CANDLER], 
when we make that proposition we are told by the gentleman from 
Maine [Mr. Murcu] that we are indulging in poetry. Now, I have 
always been led to believe that poetry meant something that led to 

imity, morality, and delectation. Lord Bacon in one of his 
definitions calls it one of the principal portions of learning, and noth- 
ing else but feigned history, which may be styled as well in prose as in 
verse. Its use is to give satisfaction to the mind. He says it hath 
some participation of divineness, because it doth raise and erect the 
mind. In speaking of the models of American ships which the gen- 
tleman from Maine [Mr. MurcuH] saw in the Crimea did he not also 
indulge in poetry, albeit he spoke in prose? He admired the models of 
beauty and safety, which Ruskin praised as the perfection of art, amid 
the perils of the sea. 

The SPEAKER. 

Mr. ATKINS. 
New York. 

Mr. COX, of New York. I thank the gentleman for his courtesy. 

My friend from New Jersey, in winding up his most eloquent speech 
of yesterday, could not refrain from indulging in the morality, delec- 
tation, and magnanimity of a little poetry, in which he illustrated the 
grandeur of independence. I therefore ask to be pardoned for my eu- 
logy of that elemental grandeur which the ocean never fails to illus- 
trate, which has been the provocation of enterprise since man first sailed 
the sea. If I drew on my fancy to show the inspiration of freedom 
which the winds and waves give, to enkindle the sentiment which har- 
bors no slavish, ignoble thought, I may be pardoned in view of Lord 
Bacon’s definition and the practice of those who advocate slavish re- 
strictions upon ship-building and ship-buying. Nevertheless the bald 
fact remains, more interesting and sentimental than poetry, a fact which 
never fails to inspire emotion even as the flag itself inspires patriotism, 
that the only way given under heaven and among men in this country 
to revive our ancient glories upon the main is to go forth into the mar- 
kets of the world and buy the vehicles of our commerce as cheaply as 
other nations do who compete with us. 

When, Mr. Speaker, the Franco-German war broke out in 1870, there 
was here in this House a large Republican majority. I had pending at 
that time a bill for free ships, limiting it to ships for foreign trade and 
of 2,000 tons tonnage. The very last day of the session in came a mes- 
sage—from whom, think you ?—1favoring a proposition of that nature. It 
was a message from General Grant, President of the United States, as 
follows: 

To the Senate and House of Representatives : 
Your attention is respectfully called to the necessity of passing an Indian ap- 
jon bill bef the bers of Congress separate. Without such ap- 
gp me Indian hostilities are sure to ensue, and with them suffering, loss of 
jife, and expenditures vast as compared with the amount asked for. 

The latest intelligence from Europe indicates the imminence of a war between 

France and North Germany. In view of this a sound policy indicates the im- 


portance of some legislation tending to enlarge the commercial marine of this 
country. 


The vessels of this country at the present are insufficient to meet the demand 
which the existence of a war in Europe will impose upon the commerce of the 
United States, and I submit to the consideration of Congress that the interests of 
the country will be advanced by the opportunity to our citizens to purchase ves- 
sels of foreign construction for the foreign trade of the country. An act to this 
effect may be limited in its duration to meet the immediate exigency. 

The foreign mail service of the United States is in a large degree depending 
upon the Bremen and Hamburg linesof steamers. The Post-Oftice Department 
has entered into contracts in writing with the twocompanies above named and 
with the Williams and Guion lines, respectively, for a regular and continuous 
service of two years. Theonly arrangement that could be made with the Inman 
and Cunard lines is temporary and may be broken off at any time. The North 
German lines are first-class in point of speed and equipment, their steamers usu- 
ally making the trip across the Atlantic in from twenty-four to thirty-six hours 
in advance of the Williams and Guion lines. Should the North German steam- 
ers be blockaded or impeded by France our postal intercourse with foreign na- 
tions will be greatly embarrassed unless Congress shall interpose for its relief. 

I suggest to Congress the propriety of further postponing the time for adjourn- 
ment, with the view of co ring the questions herein acamentenio’. 


. 8. GRANT. 
Wasurncoron, D. C., July 15, 1870. 


The President proposed in fact that the vessels of Germany, then at 
Hoboken, some twenty-seven in number, great German steamers built 
on the Clyde, should be brought under our flag. I have no doubt that 
General Grant in his Cabinet took the counsel of the honorable gentle- 
man from New Jersey [Mr. RoBEsON]. He bows his head. He did. 
On maritime matters he could not help doing so, for the gentleman from 
New Jersey knew more about such questions than the General himself, 
more perhaps than any other man in that Cabinet. General Cirant gave 
us that advice in an extra message. It was wise and timely. He had 
in view the em of a war between two great powers of Europe. 
After much trouble we brought the question up. Was the proposition 
favored or killed? Mainly through the efforts of a Democrat, Mr. 
Brooks, of New York, it was postponed until too late. A motion was 


The time of the gentleman has expired. 
I will take the floor and yield to the gentleman from 
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made to lay the bill on the table. It failed te carry in a Republican 
House. General Schenck, of Ohio, « liberal Republican of large grasp, 
championed the measure. Republicans voted for it by the score. So 
that my friend from Massachusetts is in splendid Republican company 
in advocating the proposition which he has advocated. 

What a splendid fleet of iron steamers would now be under our flag 
had that Congress postponed its session one day, or even one hour, fo: 
we adjourned sine die within an hour aiter the message came. It was 
estimated that at least fifty millions of freightage was lost to us by our 
failure to have these German steamers. There was a great demand for 
freight room, and no ships. If the emergency returns we will be in a 
similar case; and the farmer loses as well as the shipper and ship-owner 
by our failure to reap the rich harvest. 

Following in the lineof higher authority than General Grant, taking 
into consideration larger reasons than the gentleman from New Jersey 
can now give or then gave, I propose to recover our lost prestige and 
experience and to restore the old calling. 1 propose in the interest of 
the farmer, of the workingman, of the ship-owner as well as the ship- 
builder and the artisan who would repair the ships that we would buy 
and build after buying, under the pressure of competition; I propose in 
the interest of men who, seeing foreign ships bought abroad and brought 
here would with all the ingenuity of Americans rival the world of art 


in construction and the world of science in marvelous motors. | pro- 
pose to stand by the proposition forboth free materials and tree ships 
liberty to buy, liberty to build—as I said before in one inspiring word- 


liberty! [Applause. ] 

Mr. KASSON. Mr. Speaker, on former occasions I have been, with 
reference to this question, on the same side as the gentleman from New 
York [Mr. Cox]. I wish to state, in the very few minutes at my dis 
posal, one or two reasons why I can not at this juncture vote on that side 
of the question. 

Congress made the first great blunder on this subject of shipping im 
mediately after the close of the war. I then remonstrated against it on 
this floor. Atthat time American-built ships which forthe sake of pro- 
tection on the high seas during our rebellion, when we could not protect. 
them, had sought the protection of foreign flags—such ships, although 
American built and registered, were prohibited from returning under 
the flag of the United States; and this was done with the vain supposi 
tion that it alone would revive ship-building in the United States. It 
was a great blow to that interest, from which it has never yet recovered. 
Congress to-day owes something to the people of this country for the 
great mistake which was made at that time. Our sailors have disap- 
peared from the ocean; we have lost our place in the commerce of the 
world; we have lost our management of our own maritime affairs 

The question is not merely that of building ships; it is the raising 
of a race of men who know the linesof commerce, who know the agen- 
cies to be applied for developing the commerce of the country, whose 
patriotic intelligence leads them to serve the commerce of their own 
country rather than the commerce of rival nations. We wish to restore 
the class of great merchants and tamous captains who find and develop 
new markets for American production and who will compete again with 
the rivals to whom our narrow policy has given up our legitimate share 
of oceanic transportation and exploration. 

For these reasons I have twice in former Congresses introduced a bill 
to suspend the registration law for a given term—three years, | think— 
and allow the purchase and registration of foreign ships by our citizens; 
in order to enable our merchants to grasp these vehicles when our ship 
yards were silent, and the sound of the hammer was not heard in them. 
That proposition has always failed; it will be defeated now, because it 
appears tostrike a great industrial interest of the United States, which 
will not allow the ranks of protection to be broken. Hence my vote 
for it to-day would be a vote to defeat another project that may carry, 
and I can not waste a vote on this question of reviving American com 
merce and a knowledge of the seas, of resurrecting that race of seamen 
by whose hands, in our naval wars, the American flag has gained a glory 
which to-day inspires the heart of every school boy as he reads the 
story of our naval triumphs in the past. 

Therefore, I ask those who wish to take some steps for the restoration 
of the American spirit on the seas, of American commerce on the ocean, 
or even for the revival of American ship-building in our ports—I ask 
them to accept any proposition which offers a fair prospect of improve- 
ment, and which may be fairly tried for two or three or five years, and 
if it should fail in its practical operation let it be abolished and another 
be tried. If anything in the nature of a subsidy is to be granted, my 
preference is for a proposition—and [ had partially prepared a bill to 
this effect which failed of completion by reason of other pressing business 
of the session—a proposition authorizing the President to organize a 
commission, consisting of chosen members of some dozen chambers of 
commerce in the United States. 

This commission should determine terminal and way ports of routes 
for the mails and commerce of the United States and frequency of voy- 
ages. In aid of this mode of developing our national interests by new 
or extended markets we could grant a million a year to be allotted by 
this merchants’ commission according to the importance of the route. 
The grant would be nominally for mails, butreally forcommerce. Wisely 
chosen routes would as surely develop and enlarge our export trade 
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and general prosperity as railroads across our desert lands have unfail- 
ingly developed new resources and vast wealth. I want nothing to do 
with subsidies or their distribution. I wish the business men engaged 
in foreigncommerce to determine what will develop that commerce and 
restore the prestige of our country which has been lost by our own 
blunders and neglect. Let Congress do something to make amends for 
its original blunder, and show its disposition to aid the effort now hon- 
estly made to take astep forward toward an object which is unquestion- 
ably demanded by an intelligent public opinion. 

[Here the hammer fell. } 

Mr. WELLBORN. Mr. Speaker, my main purpose in seeking the 
floor is to emphasize in words the opposition I shall record by votes to 
certain parts of the bill now under consideration. 

The decadence of the carrying trade of the United States in their for- 
eign commerce is so patent, and has so nearly approached annihilation, 
that it can not fail to arrest the attention and excite the solicitudeof every 
one who desires the development and utilization of the material resources 
with which nature has so richly gifted this country. Reliable statistics 
have been carefully gathered and forcibly presented to this House and the 
covntry by the JointSelect Committee on American Ship Building, whose 
report accompanies the bill, showing beyond dispute that while the for- 
eign commerce of the United States has rapidly and substantially ex- 
panded until it has reached a volume of almost incalculable proportions, 
our foreign carrying-trade has constantly declined during the last quar- 
ter of a century, until to-day in comparison with the like interests of 
England it has well-nigh faded trom the bosom of the ocean. 

The statistics showing these results are condensed in the following 
table taken from the report of this joint committee. The following 
figures for each semi-~lecennial year since 1840 will present at a glance 
the facts relating to the past and present condition of American ship- 
pug: 
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Commenting on these figures, the committee say: 


The foregoing official table presents a very unsatisfactory and humiliating 
condition of the American merchant marine employed in the foreign carrying 
trade. While our foreign commerce has steadily increased, the value of our ex- 
ports and imports the last fiscal year having been seven times as much as it was 
in 185 and more than twice as much as it was in 1860, yet the share of these ex- 
ports and imports carried in American vessels has decreased from 82.9 per cent. 
in 1840 to 15.5 per cent. in 1882. Of this loss 16.4 per cent. was before the break- 
ing out of the civil war in 1861, 38.8 per cent. during the four years of the war, 
and 12.2 per cent. since the close of the war. : 

The decline experienced between 1845 and 18) was largely recovered between 
1850 and 18%); but from 1856 the decline was continuous, although slow, upto 1861 
when it became so rapid and serious, in consequence of the civil war andthe, 
operations of the confederate cruisers, that between 1861 and 1865 we lost more 
than one-third of our foreign carrying trade. Between 1865 and 1870 there was 
some improvement, oo brought about by a return of vessels to the fore 
trade which had been employed during the war in Government service and the 
coustwise trade. Between 1870 and 1875the share of the foreign carrying trade 
controlied by American vessels declined 9.8 per cent.; between 1875 and 1880 the 
decline was 8.4 per cent.; and in the past two years it has been 1.9 per cent. 

The growth of American tonn oe in the foreign trade practically 
ceased in 18%. Before that period it had increased for many years at the rate of 
about 12 per cent, per annum; but between 1855 and 1860, notwithstanding our 
exports and imports increased 8 per cent. per annum, or 40 per cent. during the 
five years, our tonnage employed in the foreign trade remained almost station- 
ary, and the ship-building industry, so far as it was directed to the construction 
of veseels for the foreign trade, rapidly declined. In 1855 our tonnage employed 
in the foreign trade was 2,348,358 tons, and in 1860 it was only 2,379,396; thus 
barely holding its own. In_ 18% there were 507 vessels, of the classes usually 
employed in the foreign trade, built in the United States; in 1856 the number 
declined to 468; in 1857 it declined to 309; in 1858 to 168, and in 1859 to 117. 

During the four years of civil war the American tonnage employed in the for- 
eign trade declined from 2,496,8M tons in 1861 to 1,518,350 tons in 1865, a loss of 
075,44 tons, or nearly 40 per cent. The decline of this tonnage since 1865 has 
been about 15.5 per cent., yp ey the value of our foreign commerce 
has increased from $604,412,996 in 1865 to $1,567,071,700 in 1882. 


The following figures extracted from the views of the minority of the 
committee show the yearly percentages of exports and imports carried 
in the vessels of the United States from 1855 to 1882: 





1857... 





‘** American vessels transported during the fiscal year 1881, 16.2 per 
cent. ; foreign vessels, 83.8 percent. These figures show, more than use- 
less rhetoric, the degradation of this once proud and profitable employ- 
ment.’’ 

The prostrated and languishing condition of our foreign shipping, as 
exhibited in these tables, has stimulated much of the intelligent thought 
of the country to searching and laborious, if not exhaustive, inquiries 
as to the causes which brought it about. These inquiries have led to 
numerous and diverse conclusions. Time will not allow me to discuss 
or even enumerate all of them. 

The causes assigned and elaborated in the report of the fall commit- 
tee are two. Thegentleman from Maine [Mr. DinGLey] in his speech 
of Saturday thus epitomizes them: 

We are thus brought to the conclusion that the inception of the decline of our 
foreign carrying trade between 1855 and 1861 was due to two causes: 

First. The great change in over-ocean transportation which was gradually 
being made from wooden vessels to iron, and from sails to steam and the screw 
propeller—a change which gave England, with her cheap labor and her mines 
of coal and iron near the seashore, a greater advantage than we had when wood 
was the only material of which vessels were built. 

Second. The adoption in 184 of the policy of removing every burden from 
and giving every possible advantage to her merchantmen, coupled with liberal 
appropriations in the form of postal pay, as well as subsidies, to secure the es- 
tablishment of steamship lines to all parts of the world; while at the same time 


the American Government neither lifted a burden nor offered any encourage- 
ment to her marine. 


It was not until 1855-'56 that these causes began to exert a marked influence 
and to change the current of the foreiga carrying trade. 

It is to be presumed the pending bill was framed with a view of coun- 
teracting or removing these causes. Accordingly, the same gentleman 
tells us that it purposes two objects: 

First. To make it possible for a vessel tloating the American flag to 
carry our exports and imports as cheaply as the vessel of any other 
nation can do. 

Second. To make it possible for an American ship-owner or would-be 
ship-owner to obtain vessels for his trade at no higher cost to him than 
to our foreign competitors. 

This analysis of the bill I shall follow in presenting the grounds of 
my opposition to certain of its provisions. 

Touching the means by which it is proposed to accomplish the first 
of these objects, I have only to say that I have no war to make on any 
of them except that contained in the twenty-second section, which is as 
follows: 

Sec. 22, That all registered ships, steamers, or vessels employed exclusively in 
the foreign carrying trade, including the trade between the Atlantic and Pacific 


ports of the United States, are hereby exempted from all or any State or munici- 
pal taxation. 


Waiving, Mr. Speaker, discussion of the power of Congress under the 
Constitution to enact the section named, which is a disputed and vexed 
question, I have simply to say that to me it seems highly inexpedient 
to enter upon such legislation at this time. As has been said, there is 
no question upon which the people of this country are more sensitive, 
and justly so, than that of Federal interference with the subject of local 
taxation. There is no necessity, besides, for entering on this new and 
untried policy now. Three of the American States, New York, Rhode 
Island, and Massachusetts, have already enacted suitable laws for this 
purpose, and other States will be compelled to follow their example; 
otherwise capital invested in the shipping interest will go to those 
States where these exemptions already exist. Under these circum- 
stances the regulation of this matter can safely and ought to be left to 
the respective authorities of the several States. 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman’s time has expired. 

Mr. MILLS. I will take the floor and yield my time to my col- 


league. 

Mr. WELLBORN. Iam much obliged to my friend. 

Now, Mr. Speaker, I come directly to the means by which it is pro- 
posed to accomplish the second object of the bill, that is, ‘‘to make it 
possible foran American ship-owner, or would-be ship-owner, to obtain 
vessels for his trade at no higher cost to him than to his foreign com- 
petitors.”’ The eighteenth section is designed to effect this object. It 
reads as follows: 

Sec. 18. That when any vessel, whether steam or sail, shall be constructed and 
qvetenes in the United States for the foreign trade, including the trade betwoen 
the Atlantic and the Pacific ports of the United States, in whole or in of ma- 
terials of the production ofthe United States, the owner or owners of such ves- 
sel shall be entitled to receive and collect from the United States a drawback or 
sum equal in amount to the duty which would have been collected upon im- 
ported materials of like description and of equal quality with the American ma- 
terials used in the construction, equipment, engines, boilers, and other apprar- 
tenances of such steam or sail vessel: Provid hat in ascertaining such draw- 
back the duties on such iron or stee] materials shall be computed on iron and 
steel advanced in manufacture not beyond the point of plates, angles, bars, and 
rods: And provided further, That this section shall apply only to vessels com- 
menced after the passage of this act. 

The provisions of this section, by whatever name it may be called, is 
a pure and unmixed subsidy. I oppose it for two reasons: 

First. Because there is another and more reasonable way of attaining 
the end in view, namely, the adoption of the policy of free ships. 

Second. Because subsidies to build up private enterprises are contrary 
to the genius of our institutions, and experience has shown them to be 
baneful in their operations and consequences. 

The adoption of the free-ship policy requires not the enactment of 


new but the repeal of existing laws relating to the registry of foraign- 
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built ships. If these prohibitory and restrictive regulations were ab- | trol should be at once exerted by such a sweeping revision of existing 


rogated so as to allow American capitalists to enter and buy from the 
ship-yards of Great Britain or of any other country they might see 
per to resort to, it is clear and undeniable that it would then be 


** possible for the American ship-owner or would-be owner to obtain | dependence that does not build as well as sail its own ships. 


' 


} 
| 
| 


tarilf laws as will bring duties down to a revenue standard. 

But the advocates of this subsidy scheme urge against the system of 
free ships that no nation intime of peace can maintain its commercial in- 
We are 


vessels for his trade at no higher cost to him than to his foreign com- | told that in the event of a war between England and another country 


petitors.’’ And this policy would be an appropriate remedy, for it 
would countervail one of the causes which, according to the conclu- 
sions of the committee, originally led to the decline of our merchant 
marine. This decline, so say the committee, began in 1855~’56, and 
followed immediately the great change in naval architecture from 
wooden and sail vessels to iron steamers. 

Up to this time and ‘‘so long,’’ the gentleman from Maine [Mr. 
DINGLEY | tells us, ‘‘so long as wooden sailing vessels controlled the 
foreign carrying trade of the world we had an advantage in the con- 
struction of vessels over any nation in the world. We had the cheaper 
material, and this superior cheapness of material enabled us to bridge 
over the difference in labor; for it must be remembered that in the con- 
struction of a wooden vessel, as compared with the construction of an 


iron vessel, the wood or timber when it is cut from the tree is further | 


advanced toward the completion of a vessel than is the iron when the 
ore has been dug from the mine, smelted, and rolled or hammered into 
bars, angles, and plates. The amount of labor to be put upon the 
wooden vessel after the tree has been felled is less than one-half of the 


taken from its bed. 

“Therefore, Mr. Speaker, so long as we occupied the vantage ground, 
possessed so long as wooden sailing vessels ruled the sea, no nation 
could cope with us.”’ 


Until this revolution, therefore, in the means of ocean transporta- | 


tion our navigation laws, passed in the early years of the Republic, 
perhaps in 1790, excluding from registry foreign-built vessels, could not 
have produced any decline in our merchant marine, for the reason that 








the construction of the kinds of ships then used cost no more here than | 


elsewhere. These laws became potent for harm only when iron and 
steam ships, which could not be built as cheaply in America as upon 
the Clyde, began to monopolize our foreign carrying trade, and their 
abrogation then was the means which should have been adopted for the 
preservation of our merchant marine. 

The remedy, which would have been preservative then would be re- 
storative now, except in so far as its operation would be interfered with 
by subsequently developed conditions. These are chiefly three. 

First. The fact that American capital has found other enterprises and 
employments at home more protitable than ocean transportation. On 
this point the minority of the committee say with much force: 

It is not likely that any great increase or revival of our ship-building and ship- 
ping interests will take place until we have reached the maximum of production 
n other lines of laborand enterprise, especially in agriculture. When that point 
is ed, and our energies are diverted to other pursuits, the ocean may have 
its olden attraction and remuneration for our people. 

Second. The high protective tariff which burdens and curses this as 
wellasotherindustries of thecountry. In reference to this the minority 
of the committee speak thus: 

Whatever may be the cause of this decay, the main obstacle to its resuscita- 
tion, and without the removal of which ali other legislation is futile, is the ob- 
m tocommerce by thetariff. Thisadds its forty-odd per cent. tothe other 
obstructions which the committee propose to remove by the bills ordered to be 
reported. 

Some of the burdens imposed on American ship-building by the exist- 
ing tariff are shown in the following table which I have taken from the 
views of the minority of the committee: 


EXHIBIT B.—Tuzes on some of the principal materials used in steamship 
manufacture uader the existing tariff. 




















Per cent. ad valorem. 

Wrought-iron for ships and steam-engines, 2 cents per pound .................. aa ae 
Cables and cab! Ins, 2} cents per POUNG....................ccceeceeesececeseeseeeseeses .. 56 
Anchors and of rs, 2} cents per pound.................ccccccccdeseeseeeees 56 
Boiler and o' Plate-iron, $25 per tOM.................ccccececeeeeseceeeeeeeeeeensereeeees 69 
Nails and spikes, 1} cents per pound...................cccccscseseseserseceesesssescevsneseeeee 37 
iron steam-pi BD EE BOUIE 0.05 <cccosccccccccsesccccsesevescecnscoscosnsesee . 47 
Rolled or hammered iron, 1} cents per pound...............cccccccceceeeeeeeeeeeeecenees . 54 
Screws, for eee to 11 Cents per pound... ccccccceesceseceecseseeeeseteeeeneenencees 50 
Sheet-iron, 1} to 3 cents per pound...............ccccccccceeceesesceeeeseeuseeeeseeecesveveeees 51 
r ae | ~~ OIE * 

Wire rope, or chain, 2 cents per pound and 15 per cent............... ink 
Wrought rivets and bolts, 2) cents per pound............cccccecceccesseeeseeeeeeneee . 44 
Wrought steam and water tubes, Sh cents ET EE ic\npsescsintiepnvivdeeneeseee 67 
edly forms not otherwise specified...... elientisbndaukCindivdetsenusvieciipieveedas . 30 


cable and cordage, 3 cents per pound .. 
Seats (untareed) icy per ond _ 

escriptions, un , 3¢ cen . 
Sail duck, = canvas for sails........ — 
Fe and pitch 





Timber for spars...... 


Third. The various aids extended by the English Government to En- 

shipping interests in the way of munificent mail contracts, amount- 

to bounties, and fixed dividends guaranteed to English capital in- 
vested in steamship lines to different parts of the world. 

For remedies for the first and third of these unfavorable circumstances 

we must rely on the curative virtues which the vicissitudes of time may 

afford. Thesecond, however, is within legislative control, and this con- 





| national life and power, the necessity might exist 
amount of labor that is required to build the iron vessel after the ore is | 





able to put cruisers on the sea the American people would suffer im- 
measurably by depredations on their commerce, 

The gentleman from Alabama [Mr. HERBERT] on yesterday fully 
answered thisargument by asingle question andanswer. ‘‘In the event 
of sucha war,’’ he asked, ‘* how long would it take to build a merchant 
marine? The war might be over and irreparable disaster inflicted on 
our commerce before ships could be built to carry it. Adopt, however,’ 
he continued, ** the free-ship system and allow American citizens to sail 


| under the American flag such vessels as they may choose to own, no 


matter where built, and we might purchase in a fortnight more vessels 
than could be built in years.”’ 

This necessity for a State or government to build its own ships, as- 
serted by gentlemen favoring the subsidy clause of the bill, it seems to 
me does not apply to this country with that foree which they claim 
for it. If we were exclusively a sea-faring people, dependent on ma- 
rine enterprises for livelihood; if from geographical or other conditions 
ocean transportation furnished the chief supports and elements of our 
There have been 
peoples and nations thus cireumstanced. The ancient cities and king- 
doms of Phoenicia may be aptly cited as instances. Occupying a nar- 
row strip of territory, washed on one side by the sea and walled on the 
other by a lofty chain of mountains, they were trom necessity nations of 
mariners. Tyre and Sidon, though fora thousand years the centers of 
the commercial exchanges of the world, had few important home prod- 
ucts besides the purple of the former and embroideries and glass of 
the latter. Hence it is more than likely that their far-reaching power 
and renown, built upon long-continued mastery of the seas and splendid 
triumphs in commerce and navigation, could not have been achieved 
had itnot been that they had within their control and utilized the for 
ests of Lebanon and the varied ship-building resources of Cyprus. 

But, sir, such is not the case with this country. We have here an 
extent and fertility of territory, a richness of mine and forest, a wealth 
of muscle and brain, which will always enable us to produce in unexam 
pled quantities the staple commodities which enter into the commerce 
of nations. With these advantages of soil and factory, of physical 
energy and mental activity, America, obedient to the decrees ot des- 
tiny, must become the chief granary of the world and the great store 
house of its manufactured products. Her people, instead of relying on 
the business of carrying between other nations the respective products 
of each, will command, if need be, into their service these nations as the 
carriers of their products. 

This argument, based on the idea of commercial independence, in 
voked on all occasions by protectionists in behalf of schemes of class 
legislation, has never touched my mind with convincing power or even 
persuasive force. Independence in individual or national life implies 
capacity in the individual or nation, not to produce, but to obtain all 
that such existences respectively require. ‘The surplus products over 
and above home consumption of a country such as ours will be sought 
after at all times by other countries whose soil, climate, and pursuits 
are unfitted to the growth or manuiacture of these products. ‘This for- 
eign demand for our comodities will of necessity force to our shores 
those articles needful or convenient to human life which can be produced 
more cheaply elsewhere than here. The surest as well as safest road, 
therefore, with us to true and enduring commercial independence is 
to so shape the policies of our Government and habits of our people 
as to bring the resources nature has provided us with to the highest 
point of productiveness, which without unjust discriminations by law 
in favor of or against any industry they are capable of attaining 

Sir, it is not agriculture, the great source of wealth, but other classes 
of labor that are most benefited by our ship-building interests; agricult- 
ural classes are profited only in so far as the growth of these interesta 
may increase competition among the agencies of transportation and 
thereby lessen rates of freight. As a strict question of dollars and 
cents, it matters little to the farmer of this country whether his grain, 
cotton, tobacco, and other fruits of his fields are exported to foreign 
markets in American or English bottoms; his chief concern in this a 
pect of the case is cheapness of transportation. 

The control of our foreign carrying trade, therefore, is quite as much, 
if not more, a matter of national pride and prestige than of general 
economic interest. 

I do not mean by these remarks to depreciate the importance to usof 
controlling our foreign carrying trade. On the contrary, I claim that 
such control is a consummation of high value and ought to be resolutely 
contended for in all proper ways. 

What I protest against is the placing of the demand for this control 
on the plea of necessity. 

Necessity is inexorable and knows no law; if the plea be once con- 
fessed, logically we are forced to the accomplishment of the object to 
which the necessity points, even though its accomplishment involves 
unavoidably the employment of unjust and wrongful methods. For 
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one I will not, can not indorse any argument or course of reasoning which 
conducts to such an immoral and perilous conclusion. 

In the next place, it is said we must build our own ships in order to be 
in constant preparedness for war. ; ; 

Now, free ships would conduce more surely to this state of readiness 
than the policy which practically forbids our citizens from buying ships 
where they can be had cheapest. Let this free-ship system be inaugu- 
rated by repealing the prohibitory and restrictive laws which exclude 
from American registry foreign-built vessels, and in a few years the re- 
sult would be that American capitalists, unless they could tind employ- 
ment elsewhere for their capital more remunerative than upon the sea, 
would purchase foreign-built vessels and bring them under our flag; and 
in the event of war between America and a foreign nation we would 
have a merchant marine, an ‘‘ocean militia,’? more numerous in its 
vessels and powerful in their aggregate strength than we can hope ever 
to obtain under the protective, class-favoring policy which to-day afflicts 
and blights the ship-building and other interests of the land. 

Again, as the gentleman from Georgia [Mr. HAMMOND] told us, ‘‘ War 
makes new trades, opens up new channels of thought and enterprise; 
necessity brings forth new inventions.’’ If, unfortunately, war should 
break upon us, a thousand energies now dormant would spring into ac- 
tivity, countless possibilities now unobserved would become accom- 
plished facts, and armaments would soon be mustered on sea and land 
alequate to the defense of our territory and protection of our com- 
merce. 

These arguments against free ships, which I have hurriedly noticed, 
are the only ones to which my attention has been specially drawn dur- 
ing this debate except, perhaps, the one advanced this morning by the 
gentleman from California [Mr. PAGE]. The answer to his adverse 
criticism on the free-ship system brings up the second ground of my op- 
position to the eighteenth section of the bill, namely: 

That subsidies to build up private enterprises are at war with the 
genius of our institutions and baneful in their consequences. 

The gentleman last referred to said, in substance, that he favored the 
subsidy clause, in preference to free ships, because the removal of tariff 
duties from ship-building materials and the introduction of free ships 
would withdraw a part of the protection now afforded to iron mines 
and other industries. His proposition virtually is to continue existing 
protection to these favored industries, and then resuscitate the business 
of ship-building, which this protection has aided in paralyzing, by subsi- 
dies directly from the United States Treasury; or, more succinctly 
stated, to protect against protection by a new sort of protection called 
in the eighteenth section of the bill ‘‘drawback.’’ In this connection 
I wish to read an extract—it will take but a moment to do so—from 
some remarks made to this House in 1871 on a bill similar to this by a 
gentleman from Missouri, then a Representative in Congress, Mr. Fink- 
elnburg. The extract is as follows: 

In my own opinion the real evil which is destroying American shipping is to 
be found in an excess of that policy which we are asked by this bill still further 
to extend—the so-alled policy of * protection.” Between the protection granted 
on the one hand to the manufacturer of material for ships, and upon the other 
hand to the ship-builder, the shipping interest itself has been crushed, as it were, 
between two millstones. Thus one evil is the natural sequence of another. 
Whenever the laws of nature are infringed by overwise legislation attempting 
to improve the natural order of things by arbitrary regulations, those lawsalways 
revenge themselves, Where shall we stop? If we go on protecting one indus- 
try fkom the protection of another until we have pro! everything to death, 


the epitaph will be, “Here lie American industry and commerce; died of too 
much protection.” 


This plan of subsidizing ship-ownersor builders (the latter, though not 
named, would be the real beneficiaries of the contemplated bounty), as 
stated by the gentleman whose remarks I have just read, is butanotherad- 
dition tooraggravation of the pernicioussystem of protection, whose up- 
equal burdens already press so grievously on the toiling, tax-paying mill- 
ions of thecountry. It isa proposed diversion of the revenues of the Gov- 
ernment from their legitimate objects, and involves an improper use of 
the power of taxation. It should be ever borne in mind, especially by 
those to whom it is committed, that the power to tax, even when tem- 
perately exercised, is severe and onerous in its exactions. This power 
can be rightfully employed only to raise revenues for the support of the 
Government. When exerted to prevent or obstruct importations in 
order to enable the home manufacturer to compel higher prices for his 
products, it becomes an engine of rank injustice and oppression. The 
result it then accomplishes is nothing more nor less than the coerced 
transfer, under forms of law, without compensation, of the property of 
one citizen to another. 

But it is urged that this subsidy will benefit the laboring classes, 
and on this point the champions of the measure warm into unusual 
feeling and eloquence. I ask these gentlemen how many persons in 
their respective districts would be benefited by Government bounties 
granted to industries that have localities only in three or four States? 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman’s tiie has expired. 

Mr. WELLBORN. I ask unanimous consent for only a few min- 
utes longer. I do not often consume the time of the House, and I will 
get through in a few minutes. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair hears no objection} and the gentleman 
will be recognized for three minutes longer. 





Mr. WELLBORN. The matter of subsidies to private enterprises is 
one to which I am unalterably opposed, and I desire in the plainest 
possible language to declare my opposition. 

But it is said that this subsidy is not to protect any mere local in- 
terest, but one affecting the great masses of the American people. Now, 
in one sense of the word this is a question that does concern the whole 
country, but not in the sense the advocates of this bill would have us 
to believe. It concernsthe entire country in this, that the entire coun- 
try must contribute in the shape of taxes the revenues which are to be 
diverted from their proper uses, the support of the Government, to the 
purpose of fostering and building up a special and local interest. The 
injuries of the measure are distributed over the whole land, but its 
benefits and advantages are confined to a favored class. 

The gentleman from California has told us that there was a general 
demand from the people of thiscountry for Congress to take some action 
looking to the restoration of the American flag upon vessels carrying 
the commerce of the United States. If, indeed, there be such a de- 
mand, let us in answering it consult only the interests of the people; 
let us not be moved by the selfish calls of ship-owners and ship-builders 
whoseek Government bounties; let us not use the Treasury of acommon 
Government to enrich preferred classes, but let us give to the people 
measures of genuine and general relief; let us establish free ships as 
our permanent policy; last, but greatest in importance, let us so reform 
the tariff as to expunge forever from our statute-books all vestiges of 
protection, which with us is the sum of legislative wrongs and an Iliad 
of economic woes. 

Other members who have championed this bill upon this floor in 
commendable fervors of patriotism have expressed their own longings 
for the period when merchant ships flying the proud emblems of Amer- 
ican nationality shall carry notonly our own exports and imports but 
shall largely effect the commercial exchanges of other nations. Sir, I 
am not so insensible to the promptings of national pride as to be un- 
affected by like feelings. I, too, Mr. Speaker, would rejoice to see the 
day, if its developments could be rightfully accomplished, when flags 
fashioned like that which hangs above your chair, fixed to the mast- 
heads of uncounted and countless ships, should stream in the winds of 
every clime, and thus proclaim to the nations the ocean supremacy of 
the American Union. 

But, sir, at the same time, in connection with that flag I cherish a 
higher and a better aspiration. It is that the national authority its 
presence asserts may never be extended on land or water by an illegiti- 
mate and wrongful exercise of the sovereign power of taxation; that 
this authority may never be upheld at home nor signalized abroad 
through the agency of subsidies unjustly wrung from the hard earn- 
ings of tax-oppressed labor; but wherever that bright emblem may be, 
whether floating over home soil or under alien skies, whether to be 
met with on one or all the seas, it may ever symbolize the great prin- 
ciples of free constitutional government, among which none are more 
vital than uniformity and equality of taxation, unjust privileges to 
none and equal protection of the laws to all. lAgsfaute.) 


INDIAN APPROPRIATION BILL. 


Mr. RYAN. I desire to interrupt the proceedings on the pending 
bill fora moment, to ask that the House insist on its eer ner to 
the amendment of the Senate to the Indian Appropriation bill and ask 
for a committee of conference. 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman from Kansas [Mr. Ry AN] asks that 
the bill (H. R. 6900) making aupeopeiations for the current and con- 
tingent expenses of the Indian ent, and for fulfil treaty 
stipulations with various Indian tri for the year ending June 30, 
1884, and for other purposes, with amendments by the Senate, be taken 
from the Speaker’s table, and that the House insist on its disagreement 
to the Senate amendments, and ask for a committee of conference. In 
the absence of objection it is so ordered. The Chair announces as mem- 
bers of the committee on the part of the House, Mr. RYAN of Kansas, 
Mr. CASWELL of Wisconsin, and Mr. LE FEVRE of Ohio. 


AMERICAN SHIPPING. 


Mr. LORD. I move to strike out the last word. 

Mr. Speaker, it is my conviction that this proposition should be es- 
tablished, that Americans should build ships for their own purposes 
and control the American carrying trade. It is a proposition to which 
not the greatest consequence seems to be attached by some members on 
the other side of this House—I hope they are not very numerous—but 
that proposition embodies a conviction of mine that Americans for 
American purposes should build ships and sail them. 

When this bill was introduced I was very desirous it should be amended 
and passed and that some relief should be afforded to that great interest 
now so nearly dead that it has almost ceased to breathe. But I disliked 
section 18, to the consideration of which we have now come, and I had 
the honor on Monday to propose and have printed in the RecorD an 
amendment to that section limiting it - _— en, so that it should 
not go upto percentages in the way of draw or toa large amount 
in the om proposed an amendment that the drawback should be 
in no instance more than 35 per cent., and that the gross amount in one 
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year should not be more than the tonnage duties collected in mee The SPEAKER. The gentleman can not accept the amendment 


year. ‘ , : | unless he modifies his own substitute so as to include it. 
Iam very glad the committee has introduced a substitute for the | = Mr. BAYNE. Mr. Speaker 
whole section in which they have embraced the more important part | The SPEAKER. Does the gentleman desire to oppose the amend 
of the amendment I proposed. But I rather regret that in the place of | ment of the gentleman from Kentucky? 
theother branchof my amendment, that the drawback should be limited Mr. BAYNE. Yes, sir. But I rise more particularly for the pur- 
in all cases to 35 per cent., the committee have put this limitation in | pose of asking the gentleman from Maine [Mr. DINGLEY] what he 
the form of a tax on tonnage of $10 in case of sailing vessels and $25 in | intends to include in his proposition. That proposition goes on to pro- 
ease of steam-vessels. I shall be glad to have the bill pass, and shall | vide that this drawback shall be allowed on American material used in 
vote for it with that substitute, although it does not exactly include | the construction and equipment of vessels, the engines, boilers, attach 
the amendment I have offered. ments, and other appurtenances of such vessels, including repairs, re 
My friend from Alabama [ Mr. HERBERT] said that if the relief should | fitting, and supplies. Now, do I understand **supplies”’ to mean the 
be restricted to the amount of tonnage tax—which, however, he placed | food that may be taken on board the vessel? 
over the true amount, which may be assumed to be a million and a half Mr. ROBESON. 
of dollars—it would be a mere bagatelle; a mere ‘‘drop inthe bucket,’’ | and applies only to the things necessary tor the construction and fitting 
a mere ‘‘bubble’’ was, I think, the gentleman’s language. of the ship, such as marline-spikes, spars, rigzing, &c 
Now, I want to show to the members of the House that although it Mr. CRAPO. It refers to naval stores. 





It means naval supplies, which is a technical term 


will be but ‘‘a drop in the bucket,’’ as compared with the importance Mr. O'NEILL. Which includes nothing except what enters into the 
of the object we desire to accomplish, yet it will accomplish a great | construction of the vessel. 
deal. Mr. BAYNE. It does not say so. In my judgment the term ‘sup 


The amount of aid that the proposed substitute would afford to Amer- | plies”’ is broad enough to include all supplies taken upon the vessel to 
ican ship-building, assuming that the tonnage tax will be $1,500,000 | provide the passengers with what they may eat and drink; and, if so, 
per year, will appear as follows: $25 per ton on steamships will amount | there must be a drawback on the champagne which they drink 
to $50,000 on each ship of 2,000 tons; and this will aid to that extent Mr. ROBESON. Oh, no. 
in the construction of thirty such ships per year, and as such ships are Mr. BAYNE. Then this must have some technical meaning 
long lived, this would place on the seas one hundred and fifty such ships Mr. PAGE. And the gentleman from New Jersey {Mr. Roneson } 
in five years and three hundred in ten years. As nearly as I canascer- | has just explained the technical meaning. 


tain, with short time for inquiry, the aid would appear to be about 20 Mr. BAYNE. Thatis hardly an explanation. The term ‘supplies’ 
percent. on the whole cost, an important percentage, and one that would | of a vessel includes everything necessary to fit that vessel for the voyags 


be likely to accomplish the object to the extent indicated. Mr. THOMAS. 
The substitute offered by the committee proposes the amount of $10 Mr. BAYNE. 
per ton on sailing vessels. This would afford aid to the extent of $10,000 


That is it exactly. 
If it includes the food and liquors which are to bx 
supplied to the passengers, then let us understand it in that way. 





each to one hundred and fifty sailing vessels of 1,000 tons in each year; Mr. PAGE. That was not the intention, and we have no objection 
and if this assistance would be sufficient to secure their construction | to an amendment to make it clearer on that point. 
it would, if wholly devoted to sailing ships, put afloat 150 such ships in Mr. BAYNE. Then I move to amend by inserting after the word 
one year, and 750 in five years, and 1,500 such ships in ten years, *‘supplies’’ the words ‘‘ used in the construction of saiil vessel."’ 

So it appears that aid to the amount of the tonnage tax would bea | = Mr. O'NEILL. In the construction or repair. 
long step in the direction of a re-established American marine. Mr. BAYNE. In the construction or repair of said vessel. 


Mr, THOMPSON, of Kentucky. I desire to offer an amendment to Mr. O'NEILL. 


Put in these words ‘* supplies which enter into the 
the proposed substitute. It is to insert after the word ‘‘year,’’ in line 


construction, refitting, or repair,’’ then it will be all right. 


28, the following: Mr. BAYNE. I moveto insert the words ‘‘ forconstruction, refitting, 
snare 2? 

And provided further, That if the fand herein provided in any one year is insuf- | OF TEPar. alors Allg ee : : ; ’ 
ficient to pay in full the amount of claims preferred against it, then it shall be Mr. THOMPSON, of Kentucky Phat is not in order at present, for 
prorated pang the cleimontnondaccemted by them in full paymentofallclaims | my amendment is pending. 
against the United States arising out of this law. : . 


Mr. BAYNE. I understood that the amendment of the gentleman 
Mr. PAGE. I willsay tothe gentleman from Kentucky [ Mr. Toomp- | from Kentucky was accepted and had become a part of the substitute 
80N } that [ have no objection at all to that amendment if my amend- Mr. THOMPSON, of Kentucky. Then I am to understand that the 
ment is not sufficiently clear on that point. gentleman from California [Mr. PAGE] accepts the amendment I have 
Mr. THOMPSON, of Kentucky. If the gentlemanaccepts my amend- | offered. 
ment, that is all right. The SPEAKER. 
Mr. ROBINSON, of Massachusetts. It will defer the payment of | proposed substitute so as to include the language of the amendment pro 
these claims for a year. posed by the gentleman from Kentucky ? 
Mr. PAGE. Does it provide that these claims shall go over another Mr. PAGE. Ido. I incorporate it as a part of my amendment. 
year? Mr. O'NEILL. I hope the gentleman from New Jersey [Mr. Rope- 
Mr. THOMPSON, of Kentucky. Notatall. My amendment is in- | son] will explain to the House what ‘‘supplies”’ technically are. Of 
tended to meet what I thought was a defect in the substitute proposed | course he understands this question. 
by the committee. If I understand the proposition of the gentleman Mr. BAYNE. Upon the suggestion of a member of the committee, | 
from California [Mr. PAGE] this one or two millions of dollars derived | move to amend the proposed substitute by striking out the word ‘‘ sup 
from the tonnage tax each year is to be given as a bonus to theship-own- | plies.’’ This word, in my judgment and in the view of others, would 
ers. My proposition is that if there are more claims under the law pre- | include other things than those that go into the construction or repail 
ferred against the fund than it would cover in any one year, then it | of aship. [wish to make it perfectly clear by the language of this 
shall be prorated among the claimants. | section that the drawback is to be allowed only with reference to those 
Mr. PAGE. I think that is right. things that enter into the construction or repair of a ship. 
Mr. THOMPSON, of Kentucky. . That is fair, if we mean honestly Mr. CRAPO. I fear that the amendment of the gentleman trom 
by this bill. 


Does the gentleman from California modify his 





Pennsylvania [Mr. BAYNE] goes further than he intends. Under the 

Mr. ROBESON. That is all right, I think. | word ‘‘supplies’’? would be included, L think, certain articles for the 
Mr. PAGE. Does itnotpostpone the payment of the claims to another running of the vessel. For instance, paints for repainting the vessel 
year? | during the voyage, surplus cordage, certain chains, and other apparatus 


Mr. THOMPSON, of Kentucky. Not at all. | which might not perhaps be included in the term ‘‘equipment,’’ be- 
Mr. BLOUNT. Whydoesitnotpostponetheirpayment? Theclaims | cause these things are used in keeping up the vessel during the voyage 


will all have to be postponed to the end of the year in order to ascertain | Sometimes we use the term ‘‘naval stores.’ The gentleman from 
how many there may be; for you can not prorate them in any other | Pennsylvania certainly does not mean to exclude such things as | have 
way. mentioned; he merely secks to exclude provisions. If the language of 

Mr. THOMPSON, of Kentucky. None of the claims can be paid | the section be modified so as to read “supplies which are used in the 


until they are allowed. Certainly the Secretary of the Treasury would | construction or repair of a vessel,’’ we shal! accomplish al! that the gen- 
not pay all the money to the first claimants and leave the other claim- | tleman desires. 
ants to receive nothing. It is but fair and right toward the claimants | Mr. BAYNE. Does the gentleman wish to complicate the transac- 
themselves. | tions between the owners or builders of a vessel and the Government 
Mr. BLOUNT. Why not postpone them to the end of the year, in by considerations with reference to all these trifling matters which he 
order to ascertain what the aggregate will be ? | has enumerated? Let this bill cover the important things which enter 
Mr. ROBESON. Nobody objects to that. | into the construction of a ship; but the transactions between ship-own- 
Mr. McLANE, of Maryland. There is no objection to that. ersand the Government should not be complicated by this array of little 
Mr. THOMPSON, of Kentucky. Itlimitsthe obligation of the Gov- | details. It seems to me best that the question should be relieved of all 
ernment simply to the distribution of this fund among the claimants. | embarrassments of this kind which might open a gateway for the per 
That is accepted by the gentleman from California, I understand. petration of frands upon the Government. If we embrace 


only thos 
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things actually and constantly used in the construction of a ship, an 
inspector, acting under regulations prescribed by the Secretary of the 
Treasury, could see that no fraud was perpetrated. 

Mr. O'NEILL. Mr. Speaker, I simply wish to correct an erroneous 
impression that my colleague [Mr. BAYNE] has on this subject. The 
Secretary of the Treasury, or those who have charge of the navigation 
division of the Treasury Department, will understand thoroughly the 
meaning of the word ‘‘ supplies,’’ just as they understand the meaning 
of “ provisions” or ‘‘ship’s stores.’’ The ‘‘supplies’’ of aship are what 
the ship-builder or the ship-owner would purchase of those carrying on 
what is called the ship-chandlery business. They would not go to a gro- 
cer to get ship’s ‘‘supplies.’”’ This is a well understood term in ship- 
building. Hence I am afraid the amendment of my colleague striking 
out the word ‘supplies’? would embarrass those who are to construe 
this act. 

A few moments ago I called upon my friend from New Jersey [Mr. 
RoBEsoN | to explain this term, because I knew he well understood the 
interpretation to be given to terms of this kind. There are ship’s sup- 
plies, ship’s provisions, and ship’s stores. 

Mr. ROBESON. Does the gentleman want me to state what the 
word ‘‘supplies’’ means? 

Mr. O’NEILL. = Yes, sir. . 

Mr. ROBESON. A ship at sea can not buy anything necessary for 
the repair of her masts, her cordage, her sails, or anything else neces- 
sary to carry on her voyage. Hence when she embarks upon a voyage 
she must carry with her sometimes one set, sometimes a double set of 
such things. And when a contract is made for building a ship the ship- 
builder understands that those supplies are included, and the ship is 
delivered with its extra spars, its double suit of sails, its extra cordage, 
and everything of that kind, just as when you contract for the building 
of a house the builder furnishes locks and keys. 

The word ‘‘supplies’’ does not mean provisions in any sense. It 
means only those things which are necessary to the full equipment, the 
actual running of the ship while she is on the broad ocean and away 
from her sources of supply. The term has a technical meaning which 
the officers of the Treasury Department, in making regulations, thor- 
oughly understand. 

The SPEAKER. Debate on the pending amendment is exhausted. 

Mr. SINGLETON, of Lllinois. I rise toa parliamentary inquiry— 
whether the text of the bill is now subject to amendment? 

The SPEAFER. It is. 

Mr. SINGLETON, of Illinois. Then, Mr. Speaker, I propose to 
amend by inserting after the word ‘‘ vessel,’’ in the first line, the words 
‘‘on river or sea;’’ by inserting in the second line, after the word 
“‘equipped,”’ the words ‘‘as a common carrier;’’ and by striking out all 
after ‘‘ United States,’’ in the third line, to and including ‘* United 
States,’’ in the fifth line. 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman had better write out his amend- 
ment and present it to the House and have it read from the Clerk’s 
desk. 

Mr. SINGLETON, of Illinois. I understand the Chair has decided 
that the original text of the bill is open to amendment. 

The SPEAKER. The Chairstated that the text of the bill which is 
proposed to be stricken out is subject to amendment before a vote is 
taken on the motion tostrike out. But the Chair thinks the gentleman 
had better submit his amendment in writing and have it read from the 
Clerk’s desk, so it may be definitely understood what it is before he 
proceeds to debate it. 

Mr. SINGLETON, of Illinois. I do not propose to make a speech. 

Mr. HOLMAN. I rise to make a parliamentary inquiry. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair will hear the gentleman from Indiana, 
but the Chair can only answer one gentleman at a time. 

Mr. SINGLETON, of Illinois. I insist on my right to be heard. 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman from Indiana stated that he desired 
to make a parliamentary inquiry. 

Mr. SINGLETON, of Illinois. Andsodol. [Laughter. ] 

The SPEAKER. The Chair has twice answered the gentleman from 
Illinois that the text of the bill which is proposed to be stricken out is 
amendable. 

Mr. SINGLETON, of Illinois. But the gentleman from Illinois is 
not satisfied with the answer of the Chair, and he has a right to make 
a suggestion which may change the decision of the Chair. 

The SPEAKER. Does the gentleman make it in the nature of a par- 
liamentary inquiry? 

Mr. SINGLETON, of Illinois. I do, sir. 

The SPEAKER. State it, then. 

Mr. SINGLETON, of Illinois. I asked first whether the original 
text was subject to amendment, and the Chair replied that it was. I 
then read the amendment which I propose to make to the original text. 

The SPEAKER. That is not a parliamentary inquiry. 

Mr. SINGLETON, of Illinois. I then offer the amendment, if that is 

liamentary. 

The SPEAKER. But the Chair thinks the gentleman from Indiana, 
rising to a parliamentary inquiry, is entitled to be heard. 

Mr. SINGLETON, of Illinois. When the Chair decided that the 





original text was subject to amendment, and the Chair recognized me 
as entitled to the floor, I certainly had the right to offer that amend- 
ment. I might read itmyself or send it to the Clerk’s desk to be read, 
just as I chose. 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman is entitled to the floor to offer an 
amendment, but still another gentleman rising to a parliamentary in- 
quiry is entitled to be heard. 

Mr. SINGLETON, of Illinois. I will yield the floor, of course, to t= 
gentleman from Indiana to make his parliamentary inquiry. 

_ Mr. HOLMAN. I withdraw my request to make a parliamentary 
inquiry. 

Mr. SINGLETON, of Illinois. The amendment] offer tothe original 
text is, afterthe word ‘‘v ,’’ in section 18, to insert ‘‘ on rivers and 
seas,”’ and afterthe word ‘‘equipped,’’ in the second line, ‘‘ascommon 
carriers.’’ 

The SPEAKER. What section? 

Mr. SINGLETON, of Illinois. In the eighteenth section, which I 
believe is the section under consideration. 

Mr. PAGE. There is a substitute for that pending. 

Mr. SINGLETON, of Illinois. I know that, and the original text of 
the bill can be perfected before a vote is taken on that substitute. 

The SPEAKER. That is so. 

Mr. SINGLETON, of Illinois. And further I move to strike out all 
after the words “‘ United States,’’ in the third line, down to the same 
words in the fifth line. My object is to bring—— 

TheSPEAKER. The Chair desires first to have the amendment read. 

Mr. BUCKNER. I understand weare acting on the substitute moved 
by the committee. 

Mr. SINGLETON, of Illinois. Yes, my friend, but we have the 
right to perfect the text on the motion to strike out. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair thinks the gentleman from Illinois has 
the wrong bill. 

Mr. SINGLETON, of Illinois. If so it isnot my fault, but I believe 
I have the right bill. 

Mr. SPARKS. My colleague has the right bill and is stating bis 
amendment correctly. 

Mr. SINGLETON, of Illinois. My object is to bring the service of 
our rivers and inland seas wkthin the purview of this section and the 
legislation proposed in this bill. In behalfof the steamboats employed 
in the navigation of the Mississippi and other rivers of the West, I wish 
them to have the same rebate or drawback allowed to ships engaged in 
foreign commerce or in the coastwise trade. 

I have had no desire to enter into any discussion of this measure, be- 
cause these are matters with which I am not altogether familiar. I do 
not know the difference—I could not tell if I were on a ship whether 
I was before the mastor behind it. [Laughter.] We havesteamboats 
in our country and we are interested in the question of rebate or return 
of duties imposed upon materials used in their construction. I wish 
to save them from taxation, like those engaged in the foreign and coast- 
wise trade. 

Now, Mr. Speaker, I have been involuntarily drawn into the consid- 
efation of this question. I can not vote for the bill, and will not vote 
for it. There are many very monstrous propositions contained in it in 
my judgment. I have been drawn into the discussion, as I have said, 
involuntarily. My colleague from Illinois and the gentleman from 
Georgia have asserted propositions the most extravagant that have ever 
been —— to this country. The proposition of my colleague was 
that the States could destroy the commerce, protected by the Constitution 
of the United States, by taxation. Thegentleman from Georgia thinks 
that all questions of commerce are committed to the Federal Govern- 
ment. He talked of interstate commerce. Why, is there a man on this 
floor who has read the history of the Constitution of the country that 
does not know that the very object of the convention that framed this 
Constitution was to do away with just such questions? 

Mr. HOLMAN. I rise to a parliamentary inquiry. 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman will state it. 

Mr. HOLMAN. I desire to ask whether the substitute now pend- 
ing is still open to amendment ? 

The SPEAKER. The substitute is open to amendment, but there is 
a pending amendment. 

Mr. HOLMAN. Cannot another be pending? 

The SPEAKER. Until the amendment which is pending isdisposed 
of no other would be in order. 

Mr. DINGLEY. I rise simply to o the amendment which has 
been offered by the gentleman from Illinois. In a single word, that 
amendment proposes to extend this drawback section, proposed in this 
bill, to coastwise as well as foreign trade. 

Mr. SINGLETON, of Illinois. To river trade. 

Mr. DINGLEY. Well, that is the same thing. 

Mr. SINGLETON, of Illinois. No, not altogether. The amend- 
ment refers to river trade. 

Mr. DINGLEY. It will be understood by the Honse that the coast- 
wise trade and the foreign trade of this country stand on very different 
bases. The coastwise trade is a protected tradealready. It is restricted 
entirely to American vessels, and needs no farther drawbacks or pro- 
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tection or care from the Government. Its very position gives it ample 
i It stands the same as every other domestic industry. But 
the foreign trade, carried on on the ocean in competition with the ves- 
sels of the world, is on an unprotected basis, and that is where we are 
directing our attention. The gentleman must see that there is a marked 
difference between the two. Hence this amendment is not based upon 
the principle on which the bill has been framed by the committee. | 
need not urge anything further against the amendment. 
Mr. SINGLETON, of Illinois. I move to strike out the last word. 
Mr. Speaker, my amendment does not apply, as the gentleman from 
Maine has supposed it does, to the coastwise trade alone. The section 
of the bill is not intended to apply to it. There is a vast difference be- 
tween the coastwise trade and the navigation of our western rivers. 
There are many things which enter into the construction of a steamboat 


ying upon our western rivers upon which high tariff duties are col- | 


ected, and I propose simply by this amendment—and if I am wrong in 
that I would like the tleman to correct me—I propose simply to 
exempt them and give them the same privilege of drawback that the 
coastwise trade and every other trade under the provisions of this sec- 
tion is given. mm Pt 

Now, as I have said, I may be wrong in this. I do not profess to be 
familiar with these things; but that is the subject of my amendment 
and the object I design to accomplish. It relieves the Western ship- 
owners of the payment of duty on material which enters into the con- 
straction of the craft which they employ in navigating those Western 
rivers. 

I am perfectly willing to admit that some encouragement should be 
offered to the commerce of the country and tothe ship-builders. I am 
perfectly willing, and I take this opportunity to express my views upon 
the subject, to admit that I would be glad to see our registry laws re- 


pealed. I should be glad tosee every American citizen permitted to go | ocean but that it should resume the place it occupied for so many years, 
and buy his ship wherever he pleases, and run it under the regulations | 


of this country protected by our laws. But I am unwilling to grant a 


bounty to the ships which ply on the Atlantic or on any other ocean and | 


| something now when we have but 15 per cent. of the foreign carrying 


subject the lesser craft of my own section of the country to the payment 
of duties upon the same materials which they use and on which these 
larger crafts are permitted to receive a drawback. 

Therefore I have offered the amendment, and if my time permitted 
I should be glad to express more fully my views upon the ques- 
tion. 


The SPEAKER. Does the gentleman withdraw the pro forma amend- 
ment? 

Mr. SINGLETON, of Illinois. I do. 

Mr. CANDLER addressed the Chair. . 

The SPEAKER. Does the gentlemam desire to be heard in opposi- 
tion to the pending amendment? 

Mr. CANDLER. I wish to offer an amendment. 

The SPEAKER. Unless it is an amendment to the amendment of 
the gentleman from Illinois it would not now be in order. The ques- 
tion is upon agreeing to the amendment of the gentleman from Illinois, 
which the Clerk will read. 

The Clerk read as follows: 

After the word “officer,” in line 1 of section 18, insert the words “on river or 
paw after the word ‘‘ United States,” in line 2, insert ‘‘as a common carrier;" 


strike out lines 3 and 4 and including the words ‘‘ United States" in line 5; 
80 that the section will read as follows: 


“Bec. 18 That when any vessel on river or sea, whether steam or sail, shall be 

and equipped in the United States as a common carrier, the owner 

or owners of such vessel shall be entitled to receive and collect from the United 
States drawback,” &e. 


the 

The question was taken. 

Mr. SINGLETON, of Illinois. I demand a division. 

The House divided; and there were—ayes 12, noes 53. 

Mr. SINGLETON, of Illinois. No quorum has voted. Understand- 
ing, however, that there will be a motion to sirike out this entire sec- 
tion, I will not insist upon the point. 

So (no further count being demanded) the amendment was rejected. 

Mr. CANDLER. I offer the amendment which I send to the desk 
as an amendment to the substitute for the eighteenth section. 

The SPEAKER. One amendment is already pending. Therefore 
the amendment of the gentleman from Massachusetts is not now in order. 

Mr. en should like to inquire what amendment is 

in 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman from Pennsylvania [Mr. BAYNE] 
moves to strike out of the substitute proposed by the gentleman from 
California the words ‘‘and supplies’’ wherever they appear. The ques- 
tion is now on agreeing to that amendment. 

The question being taken, the amendment was not agreed to. 

Mr. CANDLER. I now offer as an amendment to the substitute for 
the eighteenth section what I have sent to the desk as an addition to 
the substitute. 

The Clerk read as follows : 

‘That from and after the Ist day of April, 1 ize i 
States may purchase the whole of oe Sop om phere ade op 
steel or iron, no matter where said vessel may have been built, whether within the 
United States or in a foreign country, or whether said vessel may have been 
owned in whole or in 


yest by an alien or aliens; and said vessel shall be regis- 
tered free of duty as to her hull, spars, appliances, outfit, and equipment (includ- 
ing engines, and machinery, if a steam-vessel), as a veasel of the United 
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States, by the collector in any port of entry of the United States to whom ap 
plication for such registry may be made by said citizen or citizens, in the same 
manner as though said vessel had been built in the United States: Provided, 
however, That this law shall apply only to vessels of more than 1,500 tons register, 
to be employed in the foreign carrying trade exclusively, and not in the coast- 
wise trade, excepting between ports on the Atlantic and ports on the Pacific 


Ocean. 

Mr. CANDLER. I bring up now this amendment which was ac 
cepted by the gentleman from New York [Mr. Cox] as an amendment 
to his amendment. 

Mr. COX, of New York. I did not accept it except as an additional 
section where my amendment applied. I offered my amendment as a 
separate section. 

Mr. CANDLER. I offer it now as an amendment to this section 

Mr. COX, of New York. I might not have accepted it as an amend 
ment to this section. As an additional section it is a sugar-coating for 
the substitute. 

Mr. CANDLER. There are members of this House that are op- 
posed to subsidies; and we have listened to a strong speech on that side 
of the question here to-day. ‘There are members of this House that are 
opposed to free ships. But I believe the majority of the members of 
this House desire to improve and to increase the foreign carrying trade 
of the United States. I believe if they will remember the tax imposed 
by the present tariff; if they will remember that our share of the for- 
eign carrying trade has declined so that we now have only 15 per cent. 
of it; if they will remember the speech of the gentleman from Kansas 
this morning, when he indicated that the Government of the United 
States had committed a great error in not suspending the navigation 
laws on a particular occasion a few years ago; if they will remember 
that it is a general sentiment, and I believe the desire of the American 
people, that the flag of the United States should not disappear from tho 


if they will remember these things I believe we can get some practical 
legislation to lead us out of the difficulty. If we do not propose to do 


trade, it seems to me there never will be a time when we can consider 
or take action on this subject. / 

In the section as it will stand with my amendment you give to the 
American ship-builder a bounty which enables him to build a ship just 
as cheaply as a foreigner. If labor is cheaper abroad than here—I do 
not enter into percentages—you propose to tax the American people to 
place our ship-builders on an equality with foreigners. 

Now, I say that if that is a fair proposition to present to the people 
it is also a fair proposition to present for the ship-buying and ship- 
owning classes that you should give them an opportunity to enter into 
the great markets of the world to buy ships in competition if necessary. 
I admit the importance and am in favor of both those propositions, and 
I wish to make this proposition in connection with the other, for the 
first submitted here to give simply a rebate or drawback on ships built 
here will do very little to increase the carrying trade of the United 
States. 

Mr. BERRY. Assuming that the free-ship proposition is proper, why 
not extend it to ships of less burden than 1,500 tons ? 

Mr. CANDLER. The reason I did not do that was because I did not 
wish to interfere with the coastwise trade or to interfere with shipsthat 
are owned in this country of a smaller size than 1,500 tons by the citi 
zens of this country at this time. 

Mr. BERRY. They are restricted to the foreign trade. 
not interfere with the coast wise trade. 

Mr. CANDLER. That is very true; but many of those small vessels 
owned by American citizens are now engaged in foreign trade with Cuba, 
South America, and other countries. I wish to restrict this provision 
to foreign trade so as to meet the objections made by the gentleman 
from New Jersey [Mr. Ropeson] and the gentleman from Maine [Mr 
DINGLEY]; because when they claim that in admitting free ships we 
are attacking American labor I wish them to remember we have a very 
small number of ships engaged in the foreign carrying trade to-day, and 
you do not interfere with the 3,000,000 of tons engaged in the coast- 
wise trade. 

{Here the hammer fell. ] 

Mr. CANNON. I take the floor and yield my time to the gentleman 
from Massachusetts [Mr. CANDLER]. 

Mr. COX, of New York. I desire to say this is the amendment the 
gentleman from Massachusetts [Mr. CANDLER] offered to my amend- 
ment, and the gentleman undertakes now to offer it in his own right, 
in order to strengthen this substitute. 

Mr. CANDLER. Yes, sir; I mean to be fair to ship-builders, ship 
owners, and ship-buyers. 

Mr. Cox, of New York, rose. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr. RoBINSON, of Massachusetts). The 
time of the gentleman from Massachusetts [Mr. CANDLER] having ex- 
pired the floor was taken by the gentleman from Illinois [Mr. CANNON ], 
who yielded his time to that gentleman. The gentleman from Massa- 
chusetts [Mr. CANDLER] is entitled to the floor. 

Mr. CANDLER. I trust that those who oppose the subsidy clause 
and those who favor the free-ship clause will appreciate the fairness of 
the proposition which I now make, to unite them together. 


It would 
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I undertake to say that if the ship-builders of this country, when we 
tax the people in order to give them their material and labor at the 
same price that foreign builders engaged in the same business have to 
pay for it, can not then build ships in competition with foreigners they 
must find out some improvements and some new inventions which will 
enable them to do so. Further than that our people can not go. 

I will make no invidious distinctions or reflections, but I will say that 
whenever you discuss the changing of our laws in regard to these mat- 
ters you will find a few representatives of a single class who come here 
with their influence and their strength, while the people are unheard in 
this House or in the committee-rooms about the House. It would be 
well for us sometimes when we are called upon to legislate, particularly 
when we are asked to give bounties and extend special and almost un- 
precedented favors, to consider that the rights of the many should be 
borne in mind by us as well the advantages for the few. 

We must not forget that under a republican form of government, 
while individual interest is one of the strongest incentives to actions, 
individual skill and individual enterprise are the surest and the safest 
guides to success, I say that if this bill passes without the clause for 
tree shipping, ship-building, particularly the building of iron steamers, 
will fall into the hands of a special class for a long time. 

Now, if we place all on the same footing, by paying out of our own 
pocket the difference in the cost of material and labor between them and 
foreigners engaged in the same business, then they ought to have the 
courage of American citizens, who generally claim that we can compete 
with the world on equal terms. There are very few branches of busi- 
ness, if the Government would agree to pay to those engaged in them 
the cost for them to manufacture over and above the cost to the for- 
eigner—there are very few enterprising men in business that would not 
at once take up the challenge and say that with our skill and our enter- 
prise and our workmen we will meet the world. 

I would go further in regard to this matter. I wish tosay to gentle- 
men from the South and the West who oppose subsidies which they 
think are in the interest of the East, in the interest of those who are on 
the shores of the Atlantic, we have no selfish interest in this matter. 
The portions of the country most interested in the subject of our carry- 
ing trade are the West and the South, the great producing and growing 
portions of the country. Three-fourths of all our foreign trade consists 
in the carrying of our produce abroad and the importation into this 
country of the heavier articles that enter into the prime necessities of 
life. 

You gentlemen are interested to have at the lowest price the trans- 
portation which carries your articles of produce abroad. The immense 
territories of the West and the great producing portions of the South, 
the grain and the cotton fields, are interested in the low price of trans- 
portation. 

And I wish to add one word more. It is not in the interest of New 
England alone that I am speaking to-day. It is for the interest of the 
country, the whole country, that I advocate the improvement of our 
foreign carrying trade under the American flag. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Debate upon the pending amendment 
has been exhasnted. 

Mr. SPARKS. I move to strike out the last word. . 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Thatis notin order atthistime. There 
is pending a substitute and an amendment tothatsubstitute. If there 
is no objection, the amendment to the substitute can be withdrawn, and 
the gentleman can renew it. 

Mr. SPARKS. I will renew it. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Does the gentleman from Massachusetts 
[Mr. CANDLER] withdraw his amendment, to be renewed by the gen- 
tleman from Illinois [Mr. SPARKS]? 

Mr. CANDLER. I desire asingle moment more to conclude the argu- 
ment I was making. 

Mr. SPARKS. I desire to inquire if the gentleman can offer an amend- 
ment and support it and nobody can be heard in opposition to it? 

Mr. CRAPO. I ask unanimous consent that my colleague [Mr. 
CANDLER] be allowed to conclude his remarks. 

Mr. CANDLER. I certainly hope the gentleman from Tlinois [Mr. 
SPARKS] will have an opportunity to reply. This is an important 
question. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. One moment; the Chair will have no 
difficulty about the matter. The gentleman from Massachusetts [ Mr. 
CANDLER] asks for two or three minutes more to finish his remarks. 

Mr. SPARKS. I have no objection to that. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. If there be no objection, the gentleman 
from Massachusetts will proceed, not to exceed three minutes. 

There was no objection, and leave was granted accordingly. 

Mr. CANDLER. I was referring to the interest of the South and the 
West in this question. You from that section export the greatest 
amount; it is your produce that goes across the sea. To-day 85 per 
cent. of our foreign commerce is freighted under the British or foreign 


nder our present law if there should be a war in Europe, as it was 
when the war occurred, our citizens would be prevented 
from going to any foreign country to purchase vessels to carry your 





grain and your produce across the seas. Questions of increased insur- 
ance, delays, or risks, would have their influence upon the producing 
classes of this country more than upon any other. 

I say that as a commercial question it is not prudent or « -vise na- 
tional policy for this great and magnificent Republic to permit ‘35 per 
cent. of her produce and imports to be carried under a foreign flag, sub- 
ject to all the complications that may befiall it. 

But there is one thing more I wish tosay. There isan exaggerated or 
mistaken sentiment in regard to building all our own ships. When we 
are asked to aid our citizens in that respect, and we can not do the best 
thing, must lose our commerce to pursue a certain policy, then it is 
the part of wisdom and good judgment to do the best we can. 

Before the warof 1812 with England we built a noble frigate, the Con- 
stitution, in Massachusetts. We hewed the timber for her oaken keel 
and cut the planks and spars on the banksof the Merrimac. We made 
her gun-carriages and her rigging and her sails in the old port of Boston, 
where her lines were laid. But when we made up her armament we 
took the best guns that could be had. She went out upon the ocean to 
win victories that gave undying fame to the American Navy. It did 
not matter, sir, it did not lessen her fame, when she captured the ships 
of the enemy, or the thunder of her guns was heard in the British Chan- 
nel almost at the gates of London, that every cannon bore the mark of 
George the King. It was the inspiration of the flag, the ability, the 
skill, the courage in the hearts of American officers and seamen that 
won those victories. 

[Here the hammer fell. ] 

Mr. SPARKS. Mr. Speaker—— 

The SPEAKER. Debate is exhausted. Does the gentleman from 
Massachusetts [Mr. CANDLER] withdraw his amendment? 

Mr. CANDLER. I wish no misunderstanding. I will withdraw my 
amendment if the gentleman from Illinois [Mr. SPARKS] will renew it. 

Mr. SPARKS. I will arrange that the gentleman shall have it re- 
newed, or I will renew it myself, in order that I may have the oppor- 
tunity to offer the remarks which I now propose to submit. 

Mr. Speaker, the eighteenth section of this bill provides for asubsidy— 
substantially and solely a subsidy or bounty out of the National Treas- 
ury to these ship-builders or ship-owners, one or the other or both. It 
is admitted by its friends todo so. I, sir, am heartily opposed to all 
legislative subsidies. ‘The gentleman from California {Mr. PAGE] who 
has charge of the bill, in order to make the proposition more palatable 
to the House, has proposed a substitute for this section; still, however, 
retaining in it all of the substantial elements of its subsidy or bounty 
provisions. And now the gentleman from Massachusetts [Mr. CANDLER } 
proposes as an amendment to the substitute a ‘‘free-ship”’ proposition 
which I heartily approve if presented as an abstract, separate proposi- 
tion, and one which my friend from New York [Mr. Cox] has already 
proposed as an additional section, if lam not mistaken. Am I right? 

Mr. COX, of New York. Yes, sir. 

Mr. SPARKS. My friend from New York answers that he has al- 
ready proposed this identical amendment or the substance of it as an 
additional section. Now, why is it hitched on here as an amendment 
to this substitute, unless it be that the gentleman from Massachusetts 
interposes its real merits as a sugar-coated auxiliary to aid in forcing 
through the House the substitute of the gentleman from California, who 
has himself by it endeavored to further sugar-coat the plain, naked, 
bald proposition of legislative subsidy contained in the original section ? 

Sir, the people of this country are not unacquainted with subsidies. 
They have heard of them and been deluged by them for* many years. 
Subsidies in lands, in bonds, and in money for various projects, such as 
steamship corporations, raffroad companies, &c. But in 1874 the peo- 
ple who are yet, thank God, our masters (for members of Congress are 
but their representatives and servants) unmistakably by their voice at 
the polls condemned this whole subsidy business. 

In the elections of that year it will be remembered there was no 
proposition so prominently before the people as this question of subsi- 
dies; and while the Republican party at that time had in this House a 
majority of much more than two-thirds, yet the result of that election 
was such that the Democrats in the next Congress (the Forty-fourth) 
took control of the House with nearly the same majority as that pos- 
sessed by the Republicans in the preceding Congress. And in obedi- 
ence to the public sentiment on this question one of the first proposi- 
tions submitted in that Congress at the very beginning of its first ses- 
sion was a resolution offered by my friend from Indiana [Mr. HoLmMan] 
to the following effect: 

That in the judgment of this House, in the present condition of the financial 
affairs of the Government, no subsidies in money, bonds, public lands, indorse- 
ments, or by pledge of the public credit, should be granted by Congress to as- 
sociations or 10) or ng to engage in public or private 

; and that all appropriations from the public Treasury eught to be 


enterprises ; 
limited at this time to such amounts only as shall be imperatively demanded by 
the public service. 


That resolution, sir, passed the House by an almost unanimous vote. 
In the next Congress (the Forty-fifth), at an early date of its first ses- 
sion, the same proposition, eliminated of the words “in the present 
condition of the financial affairs of the Government,” leaving the naked 
proposition of opposition to subsidies, by a resolution drawn by myself 
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though offered by another, was, under suspension of the rul 
by an arololnine 1 a A similar resolution was offered and 
adopted by a similar vote at the first session of the Forty-sixth Congress, 
ing to my recollection, though as to that statement I am not 
certain, and have not had time to examine the records. The Demo- 
cratic majority of this House in those three Congresses, understanding 
this to have been a vital issue in the elections which gave them the 
wer here for those six years, declared to the people when they came 
into and during their continuance in control that these subsidies and 
bounties from the nation’s Treasury in aid of pet enterprises should 
cease. They kept their pledge and made good their declarations. 

But by the elections of 1880 the Republican party succeeded in ob- 
taining a majority, and came into power and the control of this the 
Forty-seventh Co: And, sir, they are now signalizing their tri- 

at that election by this odious, discriminating legislation which 
again brings to the front these subsidies. I warn this Republican ma- 
jority to beware of acoming day of accounting. Itseems that the “ tidal 
wave”’ of popular indignation which has just swept over you has not 
quite subdued your arrogance nor sobered your frenzy. Look out for 
the deluge in the coming future. 

{Here the hammer fell. ] 

Mr. ROBESON. I believe it is admitted, Mr. Speaker, that the 
American carrying trade must have some support or it willdie. If 
we propose to support it by giving it, as I said yesterday, a drawback 
on the value of the material and limiting the amount of that drawback 
to the tonnage tax, nearly 90 per cent. of which is paid by foreign ship- 
owners, gentlemen on the other side propose in one breath to repeal the 
tonnage tax, to take it out of the Treasury, and in the next breath they 
o our leaving it in, but applying it to establish American shipping. 

en we are met with another specious proposition—that we shall 
couple with this legislation a provision for free ships, ships built upon 
the Clyde. Why, gentlemen, there is no use of a drawback on mate- 
rials if you are going to have the materials worked up abroad into 


adopted 


ships brought here free. 
e eighteenth section gives a drawback on materials only. But re- 
member that 95 per cent. of the value of an iron ship is labor. What 


protects that? With one hand you give a drawback on the iron in its | 


crude form that is put into the ship, and with the other you strike 
down American labor which is to build the ship, and you destroy all 
ship-building here by bringing in free the products of the ship-yards 
of the Tyne and the Clyde. 

All we ask here is that you will make an honest endeavor, a real 
endeavor to rehabilitate American commerce, to build up ship-build- 
ing, to give us some status—not give us a poor drawback with one 
hand and with the other strike down the protection we have. 

Gentlemen on the other side have made appeals to certain ideas. Let 
me read extracts from speeches made by gentlemen who represented the 
same ideas in other days and who rose to the height of a national ques- 
tion when it was a national question. I desire to read from what Mr. 
Polk said onthissuhject. I would not venture to say it myself to-day. 
He was an able man, and knew what he was speaking of : 

It is strange, sir, that men who are presumed to embody the wisdom of the 
land should have to be reminded that they are pandering to British power, that 


are forgetting American interest, and losing sight of that greatness and 
grandeur which attaches to this American Government. I stand upon the floor 
of the American 


ngress and find men who are willing to measure our great- 
ness by the circumference of a dollar—a dollar, sir—measure American prosperity, 
Ame around dollar, and thus pander to British interest, to 
bow the t knee and say to the power that assailed us at Lexington, that 
flashed first guns from Bunker Hill, that fought us upon sea and land in 1812, 


that has been jealous of our prosperity and greatness ever since, ‘Good mother, 
won't you carry our mails for us?” : 


{Applause} 
I do not say this; it is Mr. Polk: 

Why, sir, I scorn, I despise this anti-American feeling and sentiment. The 
men who stand ing upon these principles are behind the age. They are be- 
hind the progress of their country, they know nothing of its power or its influ- 
ence and are contributing to a combination of foreign policy designed to over- 
slaugh us. 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman’s time has expired. 

Mr. PAGE. I will take the floor and yield my time to the gentle- 
man from New Jersey. 

Mr. HAMMOND, of Georgia. Let me ask a single question. 

Mr. ROBESON. Certainly. 

Mr. HAMMOND, of Georgia. Wasthat President Polk or Congress- 
man Polk, a different man? 

Mr. ROBESON. The same man, James K. Polk. 

Mr. HAMMOND, of Georgia. Will you give us the date ? 


Mr. ROBESON. I will some other time. 
I will next quote from Mr, Bayard, Senator Bayard, the father of the 


Senator BAYARD of the present day, Mr. James A. Bayard, whom some 
of you knew: 


Iam wil to trust American skilland industry in competition with any peo- 
le on the mie when they stand nation to nation, without government yma 
erence. But if the treasury of a foreign nation is 
viduals for the purpose of destroying the interests 
+ ® commercial marine at the expense of the commerce and prosperity of the 
nited States, I, for one, will count no costin countervailing such governmental 
action on the part of Great Britain or any foreign power. 


ured into the lap of indi- 
my country, or for building 











I would like to read an extract from Mr. Jefferson, whom gentlemen 
at least will accept as an authority: 

If particular nations grasp at undue shares (of commerce or carrying), and 
more especially if they seize on the means of the United States to convert them 
into aliment for their own strength, and withdraw them entirely from the sup- 
port of those to whom they belong, defensive and protecting measures become 


necessary on the part of the nation whose marine resources are thus invaded, or 
it will be disarmed of its defense, its productions— 


Gentlemen of the West, remember that— 


will be at the mercy of the nation which has possessed itself exclusively of the 
means of carrying them, and its politics may be influenced by those who com- 


mand its commerce. 

Mr. TOWNSHEND, of Illinois. Will my friend from New Jersey 
inform us what pamphlet he is reading from? 

Mr. ROBESON. [am reading from the collected works of Mr. Jef- 
ferson, and from his famous report on commerce. The whole of it is 
to be found spread on the testimony taken in this investigetion. 

Mr. TOWNSHEND, of Illinois. As prepared by Join Roach ? 

Mr. ROBESON. Ido not know whether it was prepared by John 
Roach or not. I read it as a notice to the American péople, and as an 
admonition to members of the American Congress who on the one hand 
profess Jeffersonian principles and on the other strike down interests of 
which he was the great and accepted champion. 

Mr. TOWNSHEND, of IHinois. Will the gentleman say that it is 
not John Roach’s pamphlet ? 

Mr. ROBESON. It may have been printed by the committee; it 
may have been presented by John Roach; but it was the language of 
Thomas Jetferson that I cited. 

Mr. Cox, of New York, and Mr. Hewitt, of New York, rose. 

TheSPEAKER. The gentleman from New York of the select com 
mittee is recognized. 

Mr. HEWITT, of New York. 
moment? 

Mr. COX, of New York. 
my time. 

Mr. HOLMAN. Will the gentlemen from New York yield to me for 
2 moment in order to offer an amendment? 

Mr. COX, of New York. 

The SPEAKER. 
to be withdrawn. 

Mr. HEWITT, of New York. I renew it. 

Mr. Speaker, greatly to my regret I have been unable to take any 
part in this discussion, and my physical condition admonishes me that 
I should not attempt to open my lips upon this subject at this stage of 
the debate. But 1 am unwilling, representing as I do in part the great- 
est commercial city of this continent, that this proposition should be 
urged and pressed here for bounties, under the delusive name of ‘‘ draw- 
backs,’’ in behalf of my constituents, who would reject them with 
scorn, and would feel that the offer of money from the public Treasury 
at the expense of the tax-payers of this country for the benefit of their 
private business, or private business of any kind or anywhere, was an 
insult to their intelligence and to their integrity. 

The gentleman from New Jersey has seen fit to quote upon this floor 
the declaration of certain Democratic statesmen. The quotations which 
he made were all taken from the pamphlet of Mr. John Roach, and I 
followed him with the pamphlet in my hand, word for word, as he read 
the extracts to this House. Now, if Mr. John Roach is authority for 
the advocates of this bill and one upon whom they rely for its passage, 
then Mr. John Roach is also good authority for those who oppose this 
section and oppose all attempts to take money from the Treasury to build 
up a private or individual business. He is good authority against the 
provisions of this eighteenth section. The object of this section, as we 
are told, is to establish American ship-building upon a firm foundation 
first, and, secondly, to give us the carrying trade. Whatdoes Mr. John 
Roach tell this committee in the report which they have brought before 
this House? On page 114 Mr. John Roach speaks as follows: 

With respect to bounties to ship-builders, however, Iam unqualifiedly opposed, 
and for the following reason: the bounty so given will enable the builder to 
construct his ship for less money. It is really in such a case in reduction of the 
cost of the ship, or at any rate an elementof certain profit. Such being the case, 
what is to prevent a builder after his bounty has been paid from selling the ves- 
sel to a foreign owner, thus putting his cheap ship in competition with such of 
our vessels as were built earlier. Again,if bounty should be paid to the builder 
and the shipshould be sold to a foreign owner or lost, the bounty would be lost 
and the country would be in no respect the gainer, except in the profits of labor 


in herconstruction. On the other hand, the bounty should be given to the owner 
of the. vessel— 


Will my colleague yield to me for a 


Certainly; I only want half a minute of 


I have yielded the time to my colleague. 
The Chair understands the pro forma amendment 


The pending substitute provides that it shall be paid to the “‘ owner,”’ 
but does not prohibit him from selling the vessel— 
and be only given to him while he is running her in the foreign trade. In that 
case if he should sell the ship, or if be should withdraw her from that trade, or 
if she should be lost, the bounty ccases. In other words, no bounty should be 
paid unless for that service which will be of benefit to the country at large. 

Now, then, the committee bring ina bill which provides that a bounty 
shall be given which Mr. Roach says should not be given for reasons 
that are absolutely conclusive. And he says in another place that it 
would be absolutely impossible to run the ship under the American 
flag unless subsidies were granted in addition to the bounty for con- 
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struction which he says, and has repeatedly said, is not needed and 
should not be given. He does not want any bounty for building the 
ship, but he does want it for running it after it is built. This bill 
therefore offers a bonus which may be useful and profitable to men who 
build ships for sale, but does nothing for those who want to run ships 
for profit in the foreign trade. ; f 

So that, Mr. Speaker, we are confronted with this proposition to take 
money from the Treasury for the purpose of building up American ship- 
ping, when we are told by the greatest advocate of American shipping 
that it will failof its object, and thatadditional subsidies must be paid 
out of the Treasury to make up the difference between the cost of run- 
ning the foreign built and the American subsidized ship. 

[Hcve the hammer fell. ] 

Mr. PAGE. Let me ask the gentleman from New York a question 
before he takes his seat. 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman’s time has-expired. 

Mr. HEWITT, of New York. I ask unanimous consent of the House 
to make one statement. I desire to state that my colleague from New 
York yielded me a portion of his time with the express understanding 
that a half-minute of it was to be reserved to him. In the heat of the 
discussion I forgot all about that part of the agreement, and it seems 
consumed the whole time. I now ask unanimous consent that he may 
be permitted to have the time of which I have deprived him. 

Mr. PAGE. He can have the time, of course. But I want to ask 
the gentleman from New York before he takes his seat one question: 
If the chamber of commerce of the city of New York, composed of mer- 
chants and business men of that city, did not favor this proposition of 
the committee? 

Mr. HEWITT, of New York. I am perfectly willing to answer that 
question. The chamber of commerce of New York city have had a 
meeting, at which resolutions have been adopted in favor of the bill re- 
ported by this committee. But let me say further, that at this meet- 
ing there was no discussion upon the proposition to take subsidies from 
the Treasury—to take money from the Treasury—for bounties, and if it 
had been discussed it would have been instantly and indignantly voted 
down by that chamber of commerce, as a proposition unworthy of con- 
sideration by such a body. 

What the merchants of New York want is freedom to do business, 
and relief from obstructive legislation. They want the right, which 
every human being who is not an American citizen has, to trade to and 
from the port of New York in ships whether built on this continent or 
in Europe. In other words, they want free ships and not bounties; 
they want the right to get free access to the markets of the world, and 
not to the Treasury of the United States. 

Mr. PAGE. They approve the bill of the committee without reserva- 
tion, which contains that section. 

Mr. HOLMAN. I rise to aparliamentary inquiry. Is not the orig- 
inal text of this eighteenth section subject to amendment? 

The SPEAKER. ‘The Chair has so decided. 

Mr. HOLMAN. Then I desire to offer an amendment. 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman can not rise for the purpose of mak- 
ing a parliamentary inquiry and in that manner get the floor to offer an 
amendment. 

Mr. HOLMAN. The gentleman from New York yielded for that 
purpose, as I understood. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair did not understand the gentleman to 
yield, and his time has been exhausted. 

Mr. HOLMAN. Did not the gentleman from New York yield to me? 

Mr. COX, of New York. The “gentleman from New York’’ has 
not had the opportunity to yield. 

Mr. HOLMAN. Did not the gentleman from New York get unani- 
mous consent to take the floor? 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman from New York [Mr. Hewrrr] 
asks unanimous consent that one minute’s time be allowed to his col- 
league [Mr. Cox]. Is there objection? 

There was no objection. 

Mr. COX, of New York. Mr. Speaker, in the minute allowed to me 
I simply wish to say that since this measure has been brought forward 
by the gentleman from Massachusetts as an independent measure, as an 
amendment, we vote on the amendment only, and I hope our friends 
will vote forthatamendment; that they will when it comes to the amend- 
ment to the amendment vote it down, as I do not propose to help this 
subsidy business through the House. 

And to show the fallacy of the statements of the gentleman from 
New Jersey I ask unanimous consent to publish some letters now in 
my possession from merchants of the present time with reference to 
present interests, not letters from men of the past, but letters of men 
who understand the present situation. I have a letter here from Mr. 
Forbes, a prominent merchant of Massachusetts, and one from Mr. Sam- 
uel Holmes, of New York, who incloses to me a letter from H. E. Moss 
& Co., English ship-brokers, which shows that the English are best 
served by our laws remaining as are, and not by free ships. 

Mr. ROBESON. And I would like in giving this unanimous con- 
sent to the gentleman from New York to be permitted to accompany it 
with acommanication from the ship-owners of New York, Boston, Phila- 





—— Baltimore, and Wilmington, recommending the passage of thia 
ill. 

Mr. COX, of New York. I do not object to that. 

Mr. PAGE. And I ask thesame privilege to have printed the action 
of the Chamber of Commerce of New York in this connection. 

The SPEAKER. Is there objection to these several requests ? 

There was no objection. 

The letters referred to by Mr. Cox, of New York, are as follows: 


MILTonN, Mass., January 8, 1883. 

Dear Str: Although I have not the ge of knowing you personally, or 
of claiming to be a constituent, I take the liberty to allude to yourefforts for free 
ships, as spoken of in the Boston Advertiser of thisday. Being in my seventy- 
ninth year, and having no direct and very little contingent interest in shipping, 
I may claim to be a disinterested party. 

There is one point in regard to ships which I have not seen discussed or 
even tou upon. It is this: The moment a law comes to be passed to permit 
the free importation of ships all our builders, and especially those who have large 
plants where iron and steel are worked on a large scale, will use a)l their exer- 
tions to compete with the cheap markets of Scotland, and will seon come toa 
more complete system of economy and soon be able to turn out ee cheap 
as in Scotland, and of better quality than such as we could purchase. en 
soon, I mean ina few years. I donot believe nee ships w 
having would be imported before we could s' lly compete with foreign 
builders. The iron-workers of the Clyde and the Tyne have about come down to 
the “ hard pan,” sotospeak. They can not reduce wages any more without starv- 
ing their men, and coal, iron, steel, &c., have got to as low a point as ~—— 
Fe. On our side the largest workers of metals are practically “‘ nabobs."' They 

ve not yet come down to the “ hard pan.” 

Instead of existing on oatmeal porridge and herrings, they are living on “pdte 
de foie gras” and champagne. must be understood as speaking somowhat 
figuratively when I say this. You will understand me when I say t! we have 
notyet ved at acomplete system of economy, either in working our coal and 
our iron mines, nor in putting their rough products into shape and ships. The 
great question comes up in my mind as to whether we ean sail our ships cheaply 
enough to compete with the Italian, Scotch, and German nations, after we have 
built or bought them as cheap as those people have them; that is the main 
question. While our country continues prosperous, it will be found very difficult 
to man our ships and to sail them and to feed our maritime lation. 

The interestof the great mass of our people—the growers of cotton and of es 
and the manufacturers—want the cheapest transportation ; the interest of the 
country as a whole lies in encouraging cheap freights, cheap transpor- 
tation, and these I fear can not be had under our flag. If the time ever comes 
when we can carry our s to market cheaperthan they can be carried by the 
economists I have alluded to it will be a | me for our country, for it will 
show that men can not get a living on the land and must go to sea on nominal 


w 4 

My ideas may be al very crude and perhaps I should make apology for intcud- 

ing = your time. pectfull 
am, very res y, your servant, 
R. B. FORBES. 

Hon. 8. 8. Cox, Washington. 

New York, December 23, 1882. 

Dear Str: Those of us interested in the aoe question are looking with 

t anxiety for a little deliverance from the thralidom of obstacles now strang- 
fing our marine. 

1 want succinctly to enumerate a few headings on this subject. To write you 
on the different points in detail would be too long a letter. 

First and greatest requirement, freeships. Difference in cost here over Europe 
on the Tramp steamer (the vessel that has changed the carrying trade) is from 
60 to 100 per cent. These vessels are nearly all plate or angle iron, and the dif- 
ference of cost is proportionate to the difference in cost of these two items of 
material. Even the decks are iron, and the bottom usually double for water 
ballast. You will find 86.66 per cent. difference in favor tish ships in plate- 
iron and 130.20 per cent in angle-iron. (See McKay's letter.) 

Desultory bids of odd builders can not be taken as a basis; too little or too 
much work affect individual bids. 

Together with free ships we must have free coasting trade for American own- 


ers. 

British vessels coming here can afford to change ports in ballast. Our owners 
must beable tochange ports with cargo. In this cular British vessels often 
go from hereto New Orleans and Galveston, and versa, in ballast. Americans, 
with vessels at same prime cost, with the advantage of their own coast trade, 
can win their way to control the shipping of the whole western hemisphere, an 
if they do this first they will soon extend. Round foreign voyages made em- 
bracing this privilege will drive away o ition, and more than evercome any 
cheaper rate that foreignerscan run at, Please look this matter up; itisastrong 
point, and will tell when you argue the question. 

Boys: The bill calls for American ships to carry apprentices. Without free 
ships and free coasting trade for all American owned vessels this clause will bo 
an outrage on the boys, for they will be made sailors with no future, no shi 
to officer or command, and nothing but the rum-mill and curses on those who 
made them sailors left them. Their end will be like poor Joe's in Dickens's 
Bleak House, “ dead t reverends and wrong reverends of every order. Dead 
men and women, born with heavenly com on in your hearts {and after such 
a bill], dying thus around us every day.’ Save the boys from such a fate by 
ones bill and giving fuller, freer, and more statesmanlike proposals. 

king to your championship, yours, truly, 
SAMUEL HOLMES. 


Hon, 8. 8. Cox, New York city. 


The extract from the letter of II. E. Moss & Co., is as follows: 


Thereisa mistaken idea in New York that we Britishers are spending largo 
sums in the United States with a view to Spee oem oer n re- 
pealed. Wedo not believe one farthing has been — for this purpose, and so far 
are ship-builders here from being unanimous as to the advantage to them per- 
sonally of their that I sent in a letter to Samuel Holmes; last week ono 
from our largest ship-builders (John Elder & Co., Govan, Glasgow), in which the 


leading partner (Mr. that nothing would induce him to assist in 
quitter your Set altered : at he is well satisfied it is for this country’s 

ness that we should retain our proud position of being the ‘‘ world’s af 
and that in his belief there is sufficient business for a long time to come in sup- 


plying our own local wants and the wants of all the world except America, who 
are irresistibly impelled toward us from the fact 
and cheaper than any one else. 


The following is the paper referred to by Mr. Ropeson: 
we. yt i Ne York, Bost Philedelphia, Baltt- 
ship-owners of New is on, Ph E 


that we can produce q 


We, the undersigned, 
moon and Wilmington, heartily approve of the report and bill as 
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Select Committee : 
pant wa your honorable body the passage of said bill. 





In domestic trade. In foreign trade. 
Names, a aa 
Steam. Sail. Steam. Sail. 
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T. C., general agent..........ccccccceeee 32,500 5,500 6, 000 5,500 
W. Loud & Co 000 
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New York and Charleston 8. 8. Co., by 
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The following is the report of the New York Chamber of Commerce 
referred to by Mr. PAGE: 


Report of the committee on foreign commerce, &c., of the Chamber of Co: > 
— ry subject of the revival of the Asmeriean merchant marine, adopted Janu. 


To the Chamber of Commerce of the State of New York: 
Your committee, to whom was referred, at the special 


f the cham- 
ber, several subjects bearing upon masters connected with the Me 


pping interest, 


| 
on American Ship-building, and would respectfully 





LOS7 


commerce, and the navigation laws, both State and national, and also the revi- 
val of American commerce, beg leave to report that the matters of wharfage, 
harbor master, quarautine fees, and port wardens have been taken into consid- 
eration and acted upon by the committee on harbor and shipping, allusion to 
which subjects has been made ty Governor Cleveland in his inaugural mes- 
sage at the opening of the legislutive session. 

The matter of pilotage is before the special committee on pilotage, who will 
have a bill prepared to be submitted to the chamber for their approval, such 
bill, as approved, to be presented to the Legislature at an early day. 

In the matter of the bill presented in the House of Representatives by Hon 
NELSON DINGLEY, jr., read twice and referred to the Committee on Conunerce 
and entitled “A bill to remove certain burdens on the American merehant 
marine, to encourage the American foreign carrying trade, and to amend the 
laws relating to the shipment and discharge of seamen,” referred to us for 
consideration and report, your committee have carefully considered exch sec 
tion of the bill, and while it only partially accomplishes the necessities of the 
case, yet your committee have thought it best to defer introducing new subject 
matter before the chamber at this time, except such as is specially alluded to in 
the bill. y 

It is recommended that in section 4 of this bill, which applies to section 4583 
of Revised Statutes, after the word “agreement,” on the third line, there be 
added the words “or by his own request;’’ that in section 9 of this bill, and 
section 4578 Revised Statutes, after the word “reach,”’ on the eighteenth line, 
there be added the words ‘same to be paid under such regulations as may be 
prescribed by the Secretary of the Treasury.”’ 

That in regard to section U1 ofthis bill, it isthe opinion of your committee that 
it is impracticable to carry out the provisions therein contained ; although some 
what in similarity with the English law, yet it is apparently a dead letter; there 
being so many ways to evade the consequences of it; that in many cases it 
works to the detriment of the seamen. Although it would be very desirable to 
do away with the long-time custom of advancing wages to seamen, yet it would 
work great hardship to officers and seamen of vessels who have families de- 
pendent upon them, and also to seamen shipwrecked, or otherwise, Wo may 
not have any money due them when discharged from their respective vessels. 
Some provision should be made, by allotment notes, for the support of these 
families, and to provide for destitute cases. 

That section 20 be so amended as to read: * That whenever any part of the 
equipment or materials used in the construction of a ship or vessel should be 
come decayed, worn out, or unfit for use, or have been Jost by the peril of the 
sea, and is required to be replaced by new, so much of the drawback that has 
been allowed and indorsed on the register of the vessel, for the same articles, shall 
be canceled, on proper and satisfactory evidence being presented to the Secre- 
tary of the Treasury that this was necessary and has been done.” The justice of 
this will be readily seen, as many parts of the equipment of a vessel only last a 
limited time, such as metal, sails, rigging, parts of machinery, boilers, &e. 

Also, that an allowance of 40 per cent. on the amount indorsed on the register 
for drawback be made, after five years from the date of payment of the draw- 
back, and for every five years thereafter, as an allowance for natural weur and 
tear and depreciation of the articles entitled to the drawback. 

Also, that nothing in this act shall not be so construed but that vessels regis- 
tered under it may have the privilege of going from one coastwise port to another 
to load cargo for a foreign voyage. (Without this foreign vessels would be more 
favored than American, as they are allowed to do so.) 

We therefore would recommend to the chamber the adoption of the following 
resolutions : 

Resolved, That this chamber approve and recommend the passage of the bill 
reported to the House of Representatives by Hon. NELSON DINGLEY, Jr., enti 
tled *‘ A bill to remove certain burdens on the American merchant marine, to 
encourage the American foreign carrying trade, and to amend the laws relating 
totheshipmentand discharge of seamen,” with the exception of section Il, which 
the committee think impracticable of being carried out,and with sundry slight 
alterations in section 4, after the word “agreement,” on the fifth line, by adding 
these words: “‘or by his own request.” Also, in section 9, on the eighteenth 
line, by adding these words: “‘sameto be paid under such regulation as may be 
provided by the Secretary of the Treasury.” 

And that section 20 be so amended as to read, that whenever any part of the 
equipment or materials used in the construction of any ship or vesse! should 
become decayed, worn out, or unfit for use, or have been lost by the peril of the 
sea, and is required to be replaced by new, 80 much of the drawback that has 
been allowed and indorsed on the register of the vessel for the same articles 
shall be canceled, on proper and satisfactory evidence being presented to the 
Secretary of the Treasury that this was necessary and had been done. 

Also, that an allowance of 40 per cent. on the amount indorsed on the register 
for drawback shall be made after five years from the date of payment of the 
drawback, and for every five years thereafter, as an allowance for natural wear 
and tear and depreciation of the articles entitled to the drawback. 

Also, that nothing in this act shall be so construed but that vessels registered 
under it may have the privilege of going from one coastwise port to another to 
load a cargo for a foreign voyage. 

Resolved, That the chamber has read with great satisfaction the report and 
recommendations of the joint select committee of Congress on the subject of 
American shipping, embodying, as they do, nearly every suggestion made by 
this chamber in its own special report on this subject. 

Resolved, That this chamber cordially urges the prompt adoption of the bill 
introduced in pursuance of the report of the select committee known as Hlouse 
bill No. 7061, or the bills of similar import introduced by the member from Cali- 
fornia, “‘to remove the burdens on American merchant shipping, to encourage 
foreign carrying trade, and to amend the laws relating to the shipment and dis- 
charge of seamen,”’ with the amendments suggested by the committee on for- 
eign commerce and revenue laws of this chamber as will make the enactment 
constitutional beyond doubt, and at the same time accomplish the desired end 
intended thereby by being made practicab!e. 

Resolved, That this Chamber also strongly urges the adoption of the further 
bill introduced by Mr. Pace, of California, establishing a ‘ department of com- 
merce and navigation,” the same having been strongly recommended by said 
joint select committee, and heretofore by this Chamber. 

Resolved, That a copy of the report and resolutionsand amendments made by 

our committee be sent to each member of the joint select committee of the 
fouse of Representatives and to the Senators of this State. 


All of which is respectfully submitied. 
JAMES W. ELWELL, Chaérman 


New York, January 4, 1883. 


The SPEAKER. The gentleman from Maine is recognized. 

Mr. PAGE. Iask the gentleman from Maine to yield to me for a 
motion to adjourn. 

Mr. REED. I yield the floor for that purpose. 


ORDER OF BUSINESS. 


Mr. PAGE. ‘The gentleman from Maine[Mr. REED], who has the 
floor, yields to me for amotion to adjourn. I move that the House do 
now adjourn. 
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Mr. HOLMAN. I ask the gentlemen from California to yield tome 
to offer an amendment to the bill. 

Mr. PAGE. I have no objection. 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman from California has the floor to 
move anadjournment. Does he withdraw the motion to adjourn? 

Mr. PAGE. I yield that the gentleman from Indiana may have his 
amendment printed. 

Mr. HOLMAN. My amendment is an addition to the eighteenth 
section. I offer it now as an amendment. 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman from Indiana has not the floor for 
that purpose. 

Mr. HOLMAN. Is my amendment considered as pending? Does 
the Chair recognize me to offer the amendment? 

The SPEAKER. The Chair can not recognize the gentleman except 
for a proper purpose. 

Mr. HOLMAN. [rise to make a parliamentary inquiry. The gen- 
tleman from California [Mr. PAGE] has yielded to me to enable me to 
offer this amendment. 

The SPEAKER. But the gentleman from California had not the floor 
for that purpose. . 
JOHN BAILEY. 


Pending the motion to adjourn, the Speaker announced as the select 
committee toinvestigate the charge that the Washington Gaslight Com- 
pany had procured the retention of John Bailey in the Chief Clerk’s 
office of this House in the interest of said company, Mr. CRowLEY of 
New York, Mr. ALDRICH of [llinois, Mr. Bispre of Florida, Mr. MAR- 
TIN of Delaware, and Mr. Cox of North Carolina. 

LIBRARIES OF INTERIOR DEPARTMENT. 

Vhe SPEAKER laid before the House the following message from the 
President of the United States: 

To the Senate and House of Representatives : 

I transmit herewith a communication from the Secretary of the Interior, sub- 
mitting a report, with accompanying papers, regarding the condition of the sev- 
eral libraries of said Department and the consolidation of the same. 

CHESTER A. ARTHUR. 

Executive MAnsion, January 9, 1883. 

The message was referred to the Joint Committee on the Library, and 
ordered to be printed. 

LIBRARIES OF WAR DEPARTMENT. 

‘The SPEAKER also laid before the House a communication from the 
Secretary of War, transmitting, in compliance with the act of August 7, 
1882, a report concerning the libraries of the War Department; which 
was referred to the Joint Committee on the Library, and ordered to be 
printed. 

ENROLLED BILL SIGNED. 

Mr. ALDRICH, from the Committee on Enrolled Bills, reported that 
the committee had examined and found duly enrolled a bill of the fol- 
lowing title; when the Speaker signed the same: ~ 

A bill (8, 2150) to provide for extra work in the Government Print- 
ing Office in cases of emergency. 

WITHDRAWAL OF PAPERS. 

On motionof Mr. MAGINNIS, by unanimons consent, leave was given 
to withdraw from the files of the House papers in the case of Jeremiah 
Fahey, accompanying bill H. R. 3476, second session Forty-sixth Con- 
gress. 

BESSIE 8. GILMORE, 

Mr. YOUNG, by unanimous consent, introduced a bill (H. R. 7237) 
for the relief of Bessie S. Gilmore; which was read a first and second 
time, referred to the Committee on the Judiciary, and ordered to be 
printed. 

MASON CITY SALT COMPANY. 


Mr, YOUNGalso, by unanimous consent, introduced a bill (H.R. 7238) 
for the relief of the Mason City Salt Company; which was read a first 
and second time, referred to the Committee on Ways and Means, and 
ordered to be printed. 

ORDER OF BUSINESS. 


Mr. HOLMAN. I rise toa question of order. The Chair announced 
to the House that the gentleman from California [Mr. PAGE] had moved 
that the House adjourn. I appealed to the gentleman from California 
to yield to me to offer an amendment to the original text of the pending 
section, which he did, I then sent up the amendment, and the Chair 
announced to the House that the gentleman from California had not the 
floor to yield. 

TheSPEAKER, That wasaquestionof fact. TheChair repeats that 


* the gentleman from California [Mr. PAGE] simply took the floor to move 


that the House adjourn, and he could not after that do anything more 
than withdraw his motion. 

Mr. HOLMAN. And if he did withdraw the motion, was not the 
member from Indiana entitled to address the Chair ? 

The SPEAKER. Not when another gentleman had been recognized. 

Mr. HOLMAN. Who was that gentleman ? 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman from Maine [Mr, REED] had been 
temp 9 and had the right to speak. This is not a question of order, 
but of fact. 


Mr. PAGE. The gentleman from Maine [Mr. REED] yielded to me 
to move to adjourn. . 

The SPEAKER. But the gentleman who has the floor to move to 
adjourn can not then yield to gentlemen to make other motions than 
the motion toadjourn. Does the gentleman from Indiana desire to have 
his amendment printed in the RecorD? 

Mr. HOLMAN. I desire to offer it now. 

The SPEAKER. At the proper time it will be in order for the gen- 
tleman to offer his amendment. The question is on the motion of the 
gentleman fromCalifornia[ Mr. PAGE], that the House do now adjourn. 

The question being taken, there were—ayes 50, noes 12. 

Mr. HOLMAN. [| call for tellers. 

The question being taken on ordering tellers, there were ayes 5—not 
a sufficient number. 

Mr. HOLMAN. I call for the yeas and nays. 

On the question of ordering the yeas and nays there were ayes 7. 

The SPEAKER. The ayes are 7—not a suflicient number. 

Mr. HOLMAN. Count the other side. 

The negative side being counted, there were noes 63. 

So (the affirmative not being one-fifth of the whole number voting) 
the yeas and nays were not ordered. 

The motion of Mr. PAGE was accordingly agreed to; and (at 40’clock 
and 30 minutes p. m.) the House adjourned. 





PETITIONS, ETC. 


The following petitions and papers were laid on the Clerk’s desk, 
under the rule, and referred as follows: 

By Mr. BAYNE: The resolutions adopted by the Chamber of Com- 
merce of Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania, declaring that the proposed reduc- 
tion of duty on bituminous coal would work great injury to the 100,000 
miners of Pennsylvania, Maryland, and West Virginia—to the Commit- 
tee on Ways and Means. 

By Mr. BELMONT: The petition of Bentley F. Adams and others, 
and of Lewis F. Betts and others, of New York, protesting against any 
increase of duty on tin-plates and sheet-iron—severally to the same com- 
mittee. 

By Mr.CULLEN: The petition of cigar-makers of Joliet, Ottawa, La 
Salle, and Mendota, Illinois, asking that no reduction be made in the 
duty on imported cigars—to the same committee. 

By Mr. DUGRO: The petition of citizens of New York for repeal of 
tax on tobacco, snuff, cigars, &c.—to the same committee. 

By Mr. ELLIS: The petition of Julieth Perkins, widow, and M. P. 
Evans, only child and heir of the late Dr. John Perkins, deceased, for 
relief—to the Committee on War Claims. 

By Mr. ERRETT: Two petitions of citizens of the twenty-second 
Congressional district of Pennsylvania, relating to the duty on tin— 
severally to the Committee on Ways and Means. 

Also, the resolutions adopted by the Chamber of Commerce of Pitts- 
burgh, Pennsylvania, protesting against the reduction of the duty on 
coal—to the same committee. 

By Mr. GODSHALK: The petition of 67 citizens of the seventh Con- 
gressional district of Pennsylvania, for repeal of tax on tobacco—to the 
same committee. 

By Mr. MACKEY: The petition of underwriters, merchants, and mas- 
ters of vessels engaged in the coasting trade, asking that a light-ship be 
stationed at Cape Hatteras Shoals—to the Committee on Appropria- 
tions. 

By Mr. R. M. McLANE: The petition of G. W. Gail & Co. and 
other business firms of Baltimore, Maryland, for passage of the Brewer 
bill relating to commercial travelers—to the Committee on the Judi- 
ciary. 

By Mr. MILES: The petition of citizens of Brookfield, of Bloomfield, 
of North Canaan, of East Granby, and of East Windsor, Connecticut, 
for increase of duty on tobacco—severally to the Committee on Ways 
and Means. 

By Mr. MORSE: Papers relating to the pension claim of John C. 
Collins—to the Committee on Invalid Pensions. 

Also, the petition of J. P. Roby and others, against an increase of the 
duty on tin-plates and sheet-iron—to the Committee on Ways and 
Means. 

By Mr. PARKER: The petition of citizens of Malone, New York, re- 
lating to the duty on tin-plates—to the same committee. 

By Mr. G. D. ROBINSON: The petition of citizens of Granville and 
Holland, of citizens of Southwick, and of citizensof Sandisfield, Massa- 
chusetts, for increase of duty on Sumatra tobacco—severally to the 
same committee. 

By Mr. J. H. SMITH: The petition of the Medical Society of Kings 
County, New York, for the erection of a fire-proof building tor the use 
of the Surgeon-General’s library and for the continuance of that library 
under its present management—to the Committee on Public Build- 
ings and Grounds, 

By Mr. STONE: The petition of J. D. and J. W. Eaton and others, 
protesting against a duty on tin-plate—to the Committee on Ways and 
Means. 





By Mr. R. W. TOWNSHEND: The petition of William McEvoy, rela- 
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| 
tive to loss of bounty and back pay—to the Select Committee on the 


Payment of Pensions, Bounty, and Back Pay. 

By Mr. TYLER: The petition of a committee of tobacco-growers of 
New England, for relief trom taxation and for increase of duty on im- 
ported tobacco—to the Committee on Ways and Means. 

By Mr. WEBBER: The petition of 8S. M. Stephenson and others, citi- 


zens of Michigan, for passage of bill granting relief to certain settlers | 


Mr. LAPHAM presented a petition of business men of New York city, 
praying for the passage of the Lowell bankruptey bill; which was or- 
| dered to he on the table. 
| Mr. PLATT presented a petition of The E. HL. Carrington Company 
and 75 others, dealers in tobacco in Waterbury and Naugatuck, Con- 
necticut, praying for rebate in case of a reduction of the tax on tabaceo; 
which was ordered to lie on the table 





on the Ontonagon land grant, in the State of Michigan—to the Com- | 


mittee on the Judiciary. 


The following petitions praying for a reduction of the duty on sugar | 


were presented and referred to the Committee on Ways and Means: 

By Mr. BROWNE: Of 31 citizens of Union City, Indiana. 

By Mr. BUCKNER: Of 54 citizens of Adrain County, Missouri. 

By Mr. J.C. BURROWS: Of 80 citizens of Berrien Springs, Michigan. 

By Mr. CAMPBELL: Of 22 citizens of Pattonville, Pennsylvania. 

By Mr. CASWELL: Of 75 citizens of Watertown, Wisconsin. 

By Mr. DEERING: Of 129 citizens of Butler County, Lowa. 

By Mr. ERMENTROUT: Of 63 citizens of Princetown, Pennsylvania. 

By Mr. GODSHALK: Of 60 citizens of Kintersville, Pennsylvania. 

By Mr. GUENTHER: Of 50 citizens of Berlin, and of 14 citizens of 
Weyauwega, Wisconsin. 

By Mr. HASKELL: Of citizens of Fort Seott and of Humboldt, Kan- 
sas. 

By Mr. HEPBURN: Of 59 citizens of Corning, Iowa. 

3y Mr. JACOBS: Of 36 citizens of McDonough, New York. 

By Mr. JUDSON : Of 25 citizens of Jackson, Pennsylvania. 

By Mr. LEWIS: Of 79 citizens of Toulon, Illinois. 

By Mr. MARSH : Of 81 citizens of Elvaston, Illinois. 

By Mr. MARTIN: Of 78 citizens of Dover, Delaware. 

By Mr. PARKER: Of 28 citizens of Ogdensburgh, of 81 citizens of 
Saint Johnsville, and of 8 citizens of Massena, New York. 

By Mr. J. B. RICE: Of 58 citizens of Tiffin, and of 9 citizens of Wood- 
ville, Ohio. 

sy Mr. RITCHIE: Of 31 citizens of Blakesville, Ohio. 

By Mr. SHULTZ: Of 81 citizens of Yellow Springs, Ohio. 

By Mr. D.C. SMITH: Of 78citizensof Mortonof 41 citizensof Manito, 
and of 75 citizens of Pekin, Ilinois. 

By Mr. W. G. THOMPSON: Of 25 citizens of Belle Plaine, Iowa. 

By Mr. G. D. WISE: Of 56 eitizens of Richmond, Virginia. 


SENATE. 
THURSDAY, January 11, 1883. 
Prayer by the Chaplain, Rev. J. J. Buttock, D. D. 
The Journal of yesterday’s proceedings was read and approved. 
PETITIONS AND MEMORIALS. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore presented a petition of importers of 
fruits, of Baltimore, Philadelphia, New York, Boston, and Charleston, 
praying for a reduction of the duty on certain foreign fruits; which was 
ordered to lie on the table. 


_ Mr. HILL presented a petition of the Colorado State Teachers’ Asso- 
ciation, praying that Congress will ‘‘ make such provision as shall enable 


the General Government to distribute for a term of not less than five | 


years a sum of not less than $10,000,000 annually for public school pur- 
poses;’’ which was ordered to lie on the table. 

Mr. CAMERON, of Pennsylvania, presented a memorial of the Cham- 
ber of Commerce of Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania, remonstrating against any 
reduction of the tariff duty now levied on bituminous coal; which was 
ordered to lie on the table. 

He also presented the petition of Geevze Gross and others, citizens of 
York, Pennsylvania, praying for an increase of the duty on Sumatra 
tobacco; which was ordered to lie on the table. 

Mr. BUTLER presented the memorial of John O’ Brien & Brotherand 
other merchants and citizens of Charleston, South Carolina, remonstrat- 
ing against an increase of the present rate of duty now imposed on the 
raw material consumed in making tin and sheet-iron ware; which was 
ordered to lie on the table. 

Mr. SHERMAN presented a memorial of merchants, bankers, and 
manufacturers of Portsmouth, Ohio, remonstrating against the passage 
of a bankrupt bill; which was ordered to lie on the table. 

_ He also presented a petition of citizens of Fulton County, Ohio, pray- 
ing for an increase of pension to soldiers and sailors who lost a limb in 
the service; which was referred to the Committee on Pensions. 

Mr. LAPHAM. I present, in addition to what I presented yesterday, 
letters irom two firms of the city of New York, whosigned the remon- 
strance I presented some time ago against the of a bankruptcy 
bill, stating that they are now in favor of the Lowell bill, and that they 
signed the remonstrance supposing that it applied to another form of 
bankruptcy bill. I move that the communications lie on the table. 


The motion was agreed to. 
XIV-—_69 


REPORT OF COMMITTEES. 


Mr. BUTLER. 1 am instructed by the Committee on the District of 
Columbia to report a bill to provide tor the collection of taxes in the 
| District of Columbia and for other purposes, as a substitute for the bill 
| (H. R. 6929) to provide for the collection of taxes in the District of 
| Columbia, and for other purposes, and the bill (H. R. 6930) to levy an 
| assessment of the realestate in the District of Columbia inthe year L883, 
| and every third year thereafter, for purposes of taxation. | ask that 
| the bill reported by the committee be printed and recommitted to the 
| committee. 

} The PRESIDENT pro le mpore. As thisis report das an original bill, 
the two bills for which it is a substitute should be indetinitely post- 
poned. 

Mr. BUTLER. It is an amendment in the nature of a substitute for 

the two House bills, which I ask may be printed and recommitted to 
| the committee. 

The PRESIDENT pro t mpore. It had better be rewarded as 1 Origa 

| nal bill, and the two House bills postponed indefinitely, in order to 

| avoid confusion. 

Mr. BUTLER. I do not know what the proper course would bx 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. That would present the question in 
a hetter shape, in the opinion of the Chair. 

Mr. SAULSBURY. If the House bills relating to taxation in the 
District of Columbia are indefinitely postponed because an amendment 
in the nature of a substitute for those bills has been reported, and the 
Senate should not agree to that substitute, then we should have put it 
out of our power to deal with the bills which came to us from the louse 
[ suggest whether it would not be better to let the House bills lie on 
the table rather than to indefinitely postpone them. 

Mr. INGALLS. Having just come into the Chamber, I ask what 
| action has been taken in relation to the House bills about taxation in 
| the District of Columbia? 
| The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The Chair suggests to treat the sub- 
stitute reported from the committee as an original bill, and to indeti- 
nitely postpone the other two bills. 

Mr. INGALLS. That is not the action that ought to be taken. 

Mr. BUTLER. I stated that the bill reported was an amendment 
in the nature of a substitute for the House bills. 

Mr. INGALLS. We do not want to report the House bills at all. 
The object of the committee was to have the amendment which has 
been prepared by the Senate committee reported, printed, and re- 
|} committed. There is no necessity for reporting the House bills at this 

time. They ought to remain in the committee. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The Chair suggests, then, that they 
| be withdrawn. 
| Mr. BUTLER. I withdraw the House bills, and ask that the amend- 
ment be printed and recommitted to the committee. 
| Mr. INGALLS. Treat it as an amendment, and let the amendment 
be printed and recommitted. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. That order will be taken. 

| Mr. HILL, from the Committee on Public Lands, reported a substi- 

tute for the bill (S. 2187) to donate Lake Creve Coeur, in Saint Louis 

County, Missouri, to the State of Missouri, formerly reported from that 

committee; which was ordered to be printed. 

Mr. McDILL, from the Committee on the District of Columbia, to 
whom was referred the bill (S. 2029) for the relief of Louisa I'alck, re 
ported adversely thereon; and the bill was postponed indefinitely. 

Mr. INGALILS, from the Committee on the District of Columbia, to 
whom was referred the bill (H. R. 3575) to increase the police force of 
the District of Columbia, and for other purposes, reported it with amend- 
ments. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. Iam instructed by the Committee on the Judi- 
ciary, to which was referred the bill (S. 2238) to amend an act entitled 
‘*An act to amend section 5352 of the Revised Statutes of the United 
States, in reference to bigamy, and for other purposes,’’ approved March 
22, 1882, to report it with a recommendation that it pass, with an 
amendment. I wish to state that 1 hope Senators, as soon as the bill 
and amendment are printed, will kindly examine it, inasmuch as the 
committee feels it to be its duty to ask that it be considered at a very 
early day. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The bill will be placed on the Cal- 
endar. 

Mr. VEST, from the Committee on Commerce, to whom was referred 
the bill (H. R. 5380) supplementary to an act approved December 17. 
1872, entitled ‘‘An act to authorize the construction of bridges across 
the Ohio River, and to prescribe the dimensions of the same,’’ reported 
it with amendments. 
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NATIONAL BANK OF WINTERSET. 

Mr. ALLISON. The Committee on Finance, to whom was referred 
the joint resolution (H. Res. 308) ¢hanging the name of the National 
Bank of Winterset, in lowa, have instructed me to report it with an 
amendment in the nature of a substitute. The bill simply relates to a 
change of the name of a national bank in Iowa, and I trust there will 
be no objection to its immediate consideration. It will take but a mo- 
ment. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. Is there objection. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. Let us hear what the joint resolutionis. Read it. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. It is to change the name of a bank. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. Yes, but I wish to hear the resolution read, re- 
serving the right to object. 

The Acting Secretary read the joint resolution. 

Mr. ALLISON. Now read the substitute. 

The ACTING SECRETARY. The Committee on Finance report to 
strike out all after the resolving clause and to insert: 

That the name of the National Bank of Winterset, Lowa, shall be changed to 
the First National Bank of Winterset, lowa, whenever the board of directors of 
said benk shall accept the new name by resolution of the board contirmed by a vote 
of two-thirds of the stock holders, and cause a copy ofsuch resolution duly authen- 
ticated to be filed with the Comptroller of the Currency: Provided, That such ac- 
ceptance be made within six months after the passage of this resolution, and 
that all expenses of such change, including that of printing and engraving, be 
paid by the said bank. 

Sec, 2. That all the debts, liabilities, rights, privileges, and powers of the 
National Bank of Winterset, lowa, shall devolve upon and inure to the First 
National Bank of Winterset, lowa, whenever such change of name is effected. 

By unanimous consent, the Senate, as in Committee of the Whole, 
proceeded to consider the joint resolution. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The question is on agreeing to the 
amendment reported by the Committee on Finance. 

The amendment was agreed to. 

The amendment was ordered to be engrossed and the joint resolution 
to be read a third time. 

The joint resolution was read the third time, and passed. 

The title was amended so as to read: ‘‘ A joint resolution providing 
for a change in the name of the National Bank of Winterset, in lowa.”’ 


BILLS INTRODUCED. 

Mr. FARLEY asked and, by unanimous consent, obtained leave to 
introduce a bill (S. 2343) toamend section 3 of an act entitled ‘‘ An act 
to facilitate the disposition of cases in the Supreme Court of the United 
States, and for other purposes,’’ approved February 16, 1875; which was 
read twice by its title, and referred to the Committee on the Judiciary. 

Mr. CAMERON, of Pennsylvania, asked and, by unanimous consent, 
obtained leave to introduce a bill (S. 2344) establishing the northern 
district of Pennsylvania, and providing for a district and circuit court 
of the United States to be held therein; which was read twice by its 
title, and referred to the Committee on the Judiciary. 

Mr. JACKSON (by request) asked and, by unanimous consent, ob- 
tained leave to introduce a bill (S. 2345) for the relief of the Nashville, 
Chattanooga and Saint Louis Railroad; which was read twice by its 
title, and, with the accompanying memorial, referred to the Committee 
on the Judiciary. 

Mr. GROVER (by request) asked and, by unanimous consent, ob- 
tained leave to introduce a bill (S. 2346) granting the right of way over 
the public lands in Washington Territory to the Puget Sound and Can- 
adian Railway and Immigration Company, with the right to purchase 
public lands, and for other purposes; which was read twice by its title, 
and referred to the Committee on Public Lands. 

Mr. PLUMB asked and, by unanimous consent, obtained leave to in- 
troduce a bill (S. 2347) to amend the third subdivision of section 4693, 
Revised Statutes of the United States; which was read twice by its 
title, and referred to the Committee on Pensions. 

He also asked and, by unanimous consent, obtained leave to introduce 
a bill (S. 2348) to reimburse the State of Kansas for moneys expended 
in patroling and defending the southern and western borders of that 
State against Indian incursions during the years 1879, 1880, and 1881; 
which was read twice by its title, and referred to the Committee on Mil- 
itary Affairs. 

AMENDMENT TO A BILL. ; 

Mr. CHILCOTT submitted an amendment intended to be proposed 
by him to the bill (H. R. 5538) to reduce internal-revenue taxation; 
which was ordered to lie on the table and be printed. 


HOUR OF MEETING. 


Mr. ROLLINS. I offer the following resolution: 


Resolved, That on and after Monday, the 15th instant, the hour of the meeting 
of the Senate during the present session shall be 11 o’clock a, m, 


Mr. INGALLS. Let that lie over. 
The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The resolution will lie over. 
CUMBERLAND SOUND IMPROVEMENT. 


Mr. JONES, of Florida, submitted the following resolution; which 
was considered by unanimous consent, and agreed to: 


Resolved by the Senate of the United States, That the Secretary of War be directed 
to report the present condition of the work at the entrance to Cumberland Sound ; 





if the amount now available for that work is sufficient to keep it in progress dur- 
ing the current fiscal year; and what appropriation will be required to continue 
it during the next ensuing fiscal year. Also if the work as projected and in prog- 
ress lies in more than one State. 


MESSAGE FROM THE HOUSE. 


A message from the House of Representatives, by Mr. MCPHERSON, 
its Clerk, announced that the House insisted on its disagreement to cer- 
tain amendments of the Senate to the bill (H. R. 7052) making appro- 
priations for the Agricultural Department of the Government for the 
fiscal year ending June 30, 1884, and for other purposes; agreed to the 
conference asked by the Senate on the disagreeing votes of the two 
Houses thereon, and had appointed Mr. C. C. CARPENTER of Iowa, 
Mr. J. W. WApswortH of New York, and Mr. W. H. Hatcu of Mis- 
souri, the conferees on the part of the House. 


ENROLLED BILLS SIGNED. 


The message also announced that the Speaker of the House had signed 
the following enrolled bills and joint resolution; and they were there- 
upon signed by the President pro tempore: 

A bill (S. 2150) to provide for extra work in the Government Print- 
ing Office in cases of emergency; 

A bill (H. R. 804) for the relief of Robert Gorthy and Calvin Green; 

A bill (H. R. 4704) for the relief of P. F. Lonergan; and 

Joint resolution (H. Res. 190) to refer certain Claims to the Court of 
Claims. 

THE GENEVA-AWARD FUND. 

Mr. FRYE. The Senator from Massachusetts [Mr. Hoar] reported 
from the Judiciary Committee a few days since the bill (H. R. 6993) 
to extend the time for claimants to file their claims under the provisions 
of the act of Congress entitled ‘‘An act re-establishing the Court of Com- 
missioners of Alabama Claims, and for the distribution of the unap- 
propriated moneys of the Geneva award,’’ approved June 5, 1882. The 
time provided for by the law will expire this week, and it is causing 
great anxiety in my section of the country. I ask the Senator from 
Massachusetts if there is any reason why he may not ask unanimous 
consent to take up the bill at the present time? It can not possibly 
occupy much time. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. By unanimous agreement this day 
was appointed, after the ordinary morning business, to consider the Fitz- 
John Porter case. 

Mr. FRYE. I ask the Senator from Massachusetts if he will not ask 
unanimous consent to consider the bill? It will take but a few min- 
utes, I think. 

Mr. HOAR. I reported the bill from the Judiciary Committee the 
other day by the direction of that committee, and desired that the Sena- 
tor from Maine should make the suggestion to call up the bill at this 
time, and expected to respond to the suggestion by: asking for the pas- 
sage of the bill; but I have just this moment, since I conferred with the 
Senator from Maine, received several telegrams from Boston remonstrat- 
ing against the passage of the bill, signed one by a person whosaysthat he 
represents an interest of $2,000,000. The names are well known and 
eminent names of Boston, and I think I ought to withhold the request. 
Although the time will expire this week, stili it makes no difference 
whether the bill passes a few days after the old time or not. I think I 
ought: to withhold making the request until I can telegraph to Boston 
that they shall have an opportunity to send onany views that they have. 
I think it would be a great disrespect to these gentlemen to encounter 
their remonstrances against the passage of the bill, which was reported 
only a day or two ago, by a request to take it up out of its order. For 
that reason, as I informed the colleague of my friend from Maine and 
was just coming over to inform him, I should like for him to withhold 
the request for a few days. 

Mr. FRYE. I will withhold the request; but it must be evident to 
every Senator that the representatives of petitioners whose claims have 
been already filed before the court have a very decided interest against 
the extension of the time for filing petitions. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. Yes; there is not money enough to go around. 

That is what is the matter. 
- Mr. HOAR. I think, however that may be, my friend from Maine 
and I will agree that they should be heard. I do not mean that they 
should have a formal hearing before the committee, but they should 
have an opportunity to make known to their representatives here theit 
reasons and grounds before the bill is taken up out of its order. 

Mr. HALE. If the Senator from Massachusetts will give me his at- 
tention for a moment, I hope on accountof the pressure from very meri- 
torious parties the Senator trom Massachusetts, in any way that he can, 
will hurry up any action on the part of these constituents of his who 
have sent the dispatches, so that if possible we may get the bill through 
this week on one of the last days. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. When did the bill pass the House? 

Mr. FRYE. About a month ago, I think. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. And these gentlemen in Boston have just discovered 
that there is something the matter with it? 

Mr. HOAR. Whatever it is, we can judge of their reasons better 
after we hear them than we can before. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. I think not. 


Pe oe ee 


meee 


2 Py 





ae 


Te paneer é 


te 


pe &F 


ohne iy 





1883. 





FITZ-JOHN PORTER. 


The PRESIDENT pro tempore. Is there further ordinary morning | 
business? The Chair, hearing no response, lays before the Senate, by | 
the unanimous understanding of the Senate, the bill (S. 1844) for the 
relief of Fitz-John Porter, upon which the vote is to be taken at 20’clock, 
or sooner, if there is no debate. 

The Senate, as in Committee of the Whole, resumed the considera- | 
tion of the bill (S. 1644) for the reliefof Fitz-John Porter, the pending 
question being on the amendment reported from the Committee on 
Military Affairs, which was to add at the end of the bill the following 
proviso: 

Provided, That said Fitz-John Porter shall receive no pay, compensation, or 
allowance whatsoever prior to his appointment under this act. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. 
amendment. 

The amendment was agreed to. 

The bill was reported to the Senate asamended, and the amendment 
was concurred in. 

Mr. CONGER. In order to test the question this morning, I move 
the indefinite postponement of the bill. ; 

Mr. SEWELL. The understanding was by unanimous consent, that 
the vote should be taken on the main question, on the passage of the 
bill. 

Mr. CONGER. That is the main question. 
bill, if agreed to. 

Mr. SEWELL. That question has been already disposed of. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The motion to postpone indefinitely 
was made as in Committee of the Whole, and can be renewed in the 
Senate. The bill is in the Senate. 

Mr. SEWELL. I simply desire to say that I think it is a violation 
of the unanimous agreement of the Senate to make that motion. 

Mr. CONGER. I dislike such an imputation as that from the Sena- 
tor from New Jersey. What the press says about my action and motives 
is of comparative indifference, but what a Senator says on this floor about 
my violation of any agreement or rule is a matter that I reply to on this 
floor. I unquestionably, under the rules and under any agreement 
which possibly could have been made, or any construction of it, have a 
right to make the motion, and if it shall be carried that will dispose of 
the bill. 

Mr. SEWELL. 

Mr. CONGER. 

Mr. SEWELL. I wish to state that my remark was not intended to 
be personal at all. My remark was as to the agreement of the Senate. 
The Senate agreed to vote on the main question. 

Mr. CONGER. If the Senate has agreed to anything of which my 
motion is a violation, the remark must have been personal. 

Mr. FRYE. Mr. President—— 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. Doesthe Senator from Michigan yield ? 

Mr. CONGER. I yield to the Senator. 

Mr. FRYE. Since the agreement was made a very important amend- 
ment has been adopted by the Senate within the last five minutes; ex- 
ceedingly important, because if Fitz-John Porter was an innocent man 
and ought to be restored, certainly he ought to receive every dollar of 
the pay from the time he was unjustly convicted. Yet the Senate has 
just adopted an amendment prohibiting him from receiving any pay- 
ment from that time until this. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The question is on the motion of the 
Senator from Michigan [Mr. ConGER], to indefinitely postpone the bill. 

Mr. CONGER. On that I ask for the yeas and nays. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The motion is in order, the bill being 
now in the Senate. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 

Mr. CAMERON, of Pennsylvania. Mr. President, it isnot my habit 
to give explanations for votes that I cast, nor is it my intention now to 
depart from that rule, for it makes but little difference how plausible 
are the arguments which may be given on any subject; it is the vote 
itself or its result which counts. 

My object in now rising is to speak of my personal knowledge of 
General Porter’s connection with the war in its early history. I be- 
lieve that I can state a few facts which came under my own observation 
which will go far, very far, to show that he, at the darkest moment of 
our great struggle, proved himself as patriotic as any man in the history 
of the nation. 

Fitz-John Porter, in April, 1861, then a major on the staff of General 
Scott, was sent by the War Department to Harrisburgh, Pennsylvania, to 
aid the State authorities in organizing and forwarding the troops of that 
State totheseat of warat Washington. He had not been in the State forty- 
eight hours before communication by mail and telegraph was cut off 
between the two cities, and he was left toact upon his own responsibility. 
He was equal to the emergency. Not only did he perform the duties to 


The question is on agreeing to the 


That will dispose of the 


Will the Senator allow me to interrupt him ? 
Yes, sir. 





which he had been assigned in Pennsylvania with great zeal, tact, 
industry, and wonderful vigilance, as will be and has been testified to 
by the then State authorities, who were themselves without any mili- 
tary experience, but, knowing the utterly helpless condition of the 
authorities at Washington, he assumed authority in the name of the 
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| commanding general, and directed the movements of troops from other , 


States—particularly the troops from the State of Ohio—who were en 
route to Washington and passing through Pennsylvania. He never 
seemed to eat or to sleep, but was eternally on the alert, cheering the 
men by his zeal and his confidence, aiding the authorities by advice, 
and instructing them how to bring order out of chaos. 

It became my duty to take charge of the railroad from Harrisburgh to 
Baltimore, and while so engaged an incident occurred in my office which 
impressed me greatly at the time, and which, it has always seemed to 
me, should atone to a great extent for any errors General Porter may 
have committed, if any, at a later period of the war. It was to a great 
extent through him, in my judgment, that the services of General Geor 
H. Thomas were secured to the side of the Union 

General Thomas, then Major Thomas, was stationed at Carlisle Bar 
racks; there were at the same time two other majors of the Army sta 
tioned at the same place, I have forgotten their names (but that is im 
material, for the records of the War Department will show), when 
an order was received from the War Department by a messenger who 
came across the country, directing Major Porter to send the troops then 
at Carlisle to Washington, with directions to have them cut their way 
through. It is the language of this order which makes me say that 
this was at one of the darkest periods of the war. The capital of the 
nation was menaced by an enemy camping within a few miles of it, and 
had but a handful of men for its protection. 

Porter, with a quick perception of the gravity of the situation, and 
showing a thorough knowledge of the fitness of the man tor the duty to 
be performed, selected Thomas from the three majors, and ordered him 
to report to him at my office in Harrisburgh, that being Porter's head 
quarters. Thomas arrived there promptly the same evening. When 
informed of the duty to be performed, Thomas hesitated, and then be 
gan aconversation between the two officers which continued until morn 
ing, and made a lasting impression on my mind. Thomas argued 
against the war, taking the ground that the trouble had been brought 
upon the country by the Abolitionists of the North, and that while 
deploring it as sincerely as any man could the South had just cause 
for complaint; Porter took the position that he, Thomas, as a soldies 
had no right to look at the cause of the trouble, but as an officer of the 
United States Army it was his duty to detend his flag whenever it was 
attacked, whether by foes from without or from within. Porter plead 
as zealously, as eloquently, as I have ever heard any man plead a cause 
in which his whole heart was engaged, and it was this pleading whieh 
caused Thomas to arrive at a decision. 

I do not say that Thomas refused to obey his orders, but [do say that 
he hesitated and would much have preterred that the duty had «i 
volved upon another. Thomas was a Virginian and had, as many 
other good and patriotic men, great doubts as to the advisability of the 
Government coercing the States back into the Union that had by their 
Legislatures formally withdrawn, but havingthat night decided to re 
main with the Union, from that time forward there was nodoubt, no 
hesitancy, no wavering, butan earnest, hearty support tothe side which 
had for its motto the maintenance of the Union, and to-day his name 
is among the brightest, best, and purest of its military heroes. If Pitz 
John Porter was to any extent instrumental in saving this great name 
to our list of military heroes, I ask should not this country be grateful 
tohim? I think it should. 

As to Fitz-John Porter’s action at the second battle of Bull Run, tor 
which he was tried, I confess my inability to judge. Able military men 
differ, both sides, in my belief, being equally sincere in their convis 
tions, and both sides beinganxious to do Porter justice ard justice only 
as they view his acts. That there is a prejudice against lorter in the 
minds of many good people | know, and an instance which came under 
my notice within the last few days will fully illustrate it. 

I received a letter from a very worthy and intelligent gentleman re 
siding in Harrisburgh, in which he states that he has been reliably in 
formed that at the time Mr. Lincoln passed through Harrisburgh, in 
February, 1861, Fitz-John Porter was with him, and when it was dete 
mined that Mr. Lincoln would go via Philadelphia by night instead of by 
day direct through Baltimore that Porter protested most violently; and 
then the writer propounded the question: ** Did not Porter know of the 
mob which was waiting to meet him on his arrival? I replied to his 


| letter as follows: 


I am in receipt of your letter of the ith instant and note what you say in ref 
erence to Fitz-John Porter's opposition to President Lincoln's route to Wash 
ington via Philadelphia in 1861. You are mistaken asto that. Fitz-John Por 
ter was rot in Harrisburgh at that time, nor did he reach there until after the 
President's proclamation calling for 75,000 troops in April, L861 The officers 
who were detailed to accompany the President were General Sumner, then 
Colonel Sumner, and General John Pope, then Captain Pope. What their views 
were with regard to Mr. Lincoln’s change of route I do not recollect, but cer 
tainly Fitz-John Porter was not in Harrisburgh at that time nor was he until si 
weeks after 

I believe Fitz-John Porter to have been a loyal soldier of the Union 
and whatever mistakes he committed were of the head and not of tle 
heart; and therefore in justice to him I make this statement 

Mr. CONGER. Mr. President, so much has been said in this di 
cussion, raking up all the literature on this subject, presenting the opin 
ions of the living and of the dead, that I desire to read here, to settle 

1 


one question which has been mooted, a public letter of General Gartield 
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dated July 21, 1880, copied from the Cincinnati Gazette, and [1 will 
saul the words of the paper introducing it: 

The following letter from General Garfield will suffice to settle the false asser- 
tion that General Garfield had changed his judgment on the conduct of General 
Fitz-John Porter. It was written to Captain Lee, whoserved in that campaign, 
and who was on special service which gave him knowledge of the circumstances 
which decide the character of Porter's doing and not doing. 

llouse OF REPRESENTATIVES, UNITED STATES, 
Washington, D, C., July 21, 1880. 

My Drar Sim: Accept my thanks for your very interesting letter of the 2d 
instant, in reference to the Fitz-John Porter case, 
entirely in accordance with my own understanding of the case that I shall be 
glad to make use of them in case I speak on that subject. It would add force to 
the ease if you are willing that your name should be used, but of course I would 
not do this without your consent. Any other memoranda you may have, or are 
pleased to make, willbe received with thanks, The Schofield board have recom- 
mended, und the House Committee on Military Affairs have adopted the astound- 
ing proposition to pass a law annulling and setting aside as void the lawful sen- 
tence of a court-martial executed more than sixteen years ago. Of course they 
thereby virtually condemn the court and President Lincoln. Itseemsto me the 
very extreme to which party passion can go. They will never pass the bill 
without such a review of history as willenlighten the people afresh on the most 
disgraceful portion of our military history. Thanking you again for your letter, 

Iam, very truly, yours, 
J. 


A. GARFIELD 
Hon. Aurrep E, Ler, 
United States Consul-General, Frankfort-on-the-Main 

That is all, cir, I wish to present. 

The PRESIDENT, pro tempore. The question is on the motion of the 
Senator from Michigan to postpone the bill indefinitely. 

Mr. LOGAN. I certainly do not desire to detain the Senate by mak- 
ing a speech; but before the vote is taken I propose to state very shortly 
and briefly, by way of recapitulation, the law and the facts. 

The law under which Porter was tried was astatute law making the 
disobedience of a lawful order an offense punishable with death, or 
sach other punishment as a court-martial might deem proper to inflict. 
These orders were lawful orders. They were disobeyed. The evidence 
does show that the 6.30 p. m. order of August 27, 1862, was not even 
attempted to be obeyed, that he did not even attempt to obey the or- 
der. Lask any Republican-—for those are the Senators I speak to now— 
how hecan, under his oath, say that this man was unlawfully convicted ? 
That is exactly what a Senator does say when he votes for this bill. 
Porter did not obey the order, he did not try to obey the order. He 
could have obeyed the order, and the evidence shows it. 

If Senators desire to say that in the disobedience of that order, it being 
a lawful order, General Fitz-John Porter was acting in accordance with 
law, and was improperly convicted, then I want them to respond for 
their votes to their constituents. 

Again, in reference to the two orders of the 29th of August, 1862, the 
one directing him to push forward to Gainesville, for disobeying which 
he was convicted, and the other, the 4.30 order, directing him to attack, 
for disobeying which he was convicted, the evidence does not only show 
that he did not obey either of these orders, but the evidence sworn to 
by a surgeon of his own command, Surgeon Faxon, of Boston, Massa- 
chusetts, shows that he said he would be damned if he cared whether 
he arrived there or not. That is‘the sworn testimony before the court 
and before the board. Not only that, but Mr. Lord, who is one of the 
oflicial reporters of the House of Representatives, and who was also the 
stenographer of the court-martial in this case, well known here by nearly 
every Senator, a man who has been in the serviceof the House for twenty 
years, a highly respectable gentleman, swears that Fitz-John Porter 
told him while the trial was going on that it was true that he was dis- 
loyal to Pope. Not only does Mr. Lord swear that, but Mr. William 
L. Ormsby, a man of reputation, swears that he was present with Mr. 
Lord at Porter’s room, and heard the conversation, and he details it 
precisely as Mr. Lord did. 

Now, take the statement of the surgeon of Porter's own staff, swearing 
that he said he did not care a damn whether he reached there or not; 
take the evidence of Lord and Ormsby; take the four letters of Porter 
to General Burnside in reference to Pope, his criticism and attacks upon 
Pope, showing his animus, and then take the evidence showing his dis- 
obedience of orders in every respect, and tell me what Republican can 
stand here and denounce the action of Lincoln and Garfield and Hunter, 
and all of those men, by reversing the judgment of the court-martial. 

Senators, if you do it, you do it in the face of the testimony; if you 
do it, you do it in the face of the law; if you do it, you do it beclouding 
the reputation of some of the best men who have ever lived. They are 
dead, and if you do it, you doit because certain men have recently taken a 
great interest in this matter, not only beyond but in Washington city, 
for the purpose of having this man restored for something in the future, 
God only knows what. Men have even come from far-off cities since the 
vote was taken the other day to talk with Senators to get them to vote 
for Fitz-John Porter. Officers have been sent here, who have pursued 
men in order to get them to do this. Why is all this? 

I have in my pocket now, which I would not introduce here and did 
not present this morning, resolution after resolution from the States rep- 
resented by Senators on this floor who are voting now to sustain Fitz- 
John Porter, from the best men in those States, protesting against any- 
thing of this kind. I have them from Ohio; I havethem from Iowa; I 
have them from Pennsylvania and other States, and a number of them 


The facts you relate are so | 
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coming from the best soldiers in those States, protesting against this 
wrong which is about to be perpetrated on the country by the restora 
tion of this man. 

Why, sir, it is not the money he wants, gentlemen say, but meredy 
his character restored. How is his character to be restored? In what 
way? By declaring that President Lincoln signed a wrong verdict 
when he signed the warrant that convicted this man. He wants his 
character restored by clouding the character of such men as Lincoln and 
Garfield and those who tried him, by producing no new testimony that 
changes the situation in any way whatever; and the very man who has 
written so much on this subject—and it has had its influence on Sena- 
tors here—said but a short time ago over his own signature that there 
was no new evidence which changed the features of this case. 

Here is a letter from Longstreet yesterday published in a netspaper— 


why Ido not know—just before this vote was to be taken. Let any 
man read that letter and analyze it, and what does it say? It says 


that on the 29th he violated Lee’s order. Why? Because if he had 
obeyed Lee’s order and moved to Groveton, just as another letter says 
that he did do, and. stayed there all day in front of Porter, Porter would 
have had an advantage so that he could have whipped him. That is 
not the language but it ,is the substance of the letter. By disobeying 
Lee’s order on the 29th it gave him an opportunity to be in a position 
where Porter could not assail him or do him any harm. There is the 
letter of Longstreet published yesterday. He admits that on the 29th 
he had to disobey his order to keep Porter from attacking him on the 
flank and destroying him, and Porter says he could not strike him be- 
cause Longstreet was there ready to whip him. Longstreet says in his 
letter that if Porter had struck him he thinks Porter would have 
whipped him. 

Senators say that certain gentlemen of the military service say orders 
were disobeyed all during the war. That man swears, in his testimony 
before a board a few days ago—and I put his own sworn testimony in 
my remarks—that he always had his orders obeyed; and so he did have 
them obeyed. If they were not obeyed the officer disobeying was at 
once suspended from his command. These things are to influence the 
Senate of the United States in passing upon this case. 

There is much more that I could say, but I will not detain the Sen- 
ate, for I have spoken time and again on this subject, of course without 


effect, but I merely wished to recapitulate what I had said in short sen- 


tences, and to state in a few words substantially what there is in the 
whole case before it is voted on, that the country may understand what 
we are doing when this is done, and that it may understand that in our 
country there is a kind of sentiment that will reverse all laws, reverse 
facts, reverse judgments, restore criminals and put them in high places 
merely because you do not want to punish any longer. Thatis all there 
is in this case. It is the restoration of a criminal, a man guilty of a 
crime, adjudged guilty of a crime, sentenced for being guilty of a crime, 
and twenty years afterward restored to his place, and the evidence and 
the law and everything wiped out, and the foot stamped upon the graves 
of the men who did it, because they are dead, and because this man is 
living. It is bécause men are dead that this isdone and because others 
live. The dead can harm no one, but the living may. 

Mr. LAPHAM. Mr. President, I desire to detain the Senate for but 
a very few moments before the vote is taken on this measure. 

The decision of the court-martial which pronounced Colonel Porter 
guilty was made on the 10th of January, 1863. On the 2ist of that 
month it received the approval of President Lincoln. That court-mar- 
tial, which is admitted to have been a legally constituted body, com- 
posed of able men, was in session a period of forty-five days. They sat 
here in the city of Washington almost in sight of the scenes of the trans- 
actions which constituted the basis of the chargesagainst Colonel Porter. 
They had all the facilities possible to ascertain the exact condition of 
affairs and they had the recollection of men fresh from the scene of ac- 
tion. That judgment stands unreversed, and under the law irreversi- 
ble. So far as it has been executed, it is beyond recall by any power 
on earth; so far as it is unexecuted, the President of the United States, 
on the application of General Porter, has granted him a pardon, the ex- 
ercise of the pardoning power being the only relief attainable. 

The advisory or Schofield board was called and investigated this case 
in the year 1878. They sat at West Point, and I desire to call the at- 
tention of the Senate to one of their findings, which is the key to this 
whole question, in my view of it. They say: 

The evidence of bad animus in Porter's case ceases to be material in view of 
the evidence of his soldierly and faithful conduct. But it is ourduty to say that 
the indiscreet and unkind terms in which General Porter expressed his distrust 
of the capacity of his superior commander can not be defended. And to that in- 
discretion was due, in wer measure, the misinterpretation of both his me- 
tives and his conduct and consequent condemnation. 

Now, I am unwilling by my vote to assent to the proposition that 
there was such a grave indiscretion committed on the part of the court- 
martial or on the part of the President of the United States. The fact 
that Porter was disloyal to his commanding officer is found by this ad- 
visory board as a fact which can not be excused, and that is the founda- 
tion of the whole of Porter’s disobedience of the orders of his superior 
commanding It all rests there. Porter’s fall was the “first 
fruit of his disobedience’’ and its legitimate result. 
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The advisory board committed a grave error in saying that the court- | 


martial were guilty of an indiscretion or that President Lincoln was 
guilty of an indiscretion. Mr. Porter was dismissed the service at a 
{ime when we wanted generals, and when there was no other reason 
for dismissing him but a conviction; he was guilty. We do not want 
any more generals now. He has by theaction of the President been re- 
lieved from the sentence and rendered eligible to office, but this bill 
proposes to go further than that and to create a place for him, an extra 
position not provided for by the law as it now stands. 
sent to that. I would as quick think of going to the city of Springtield, 


been erected to the memory of our martyred President and razing it to 


I can not con- | 
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The roll-call having been concluded, the result was announced 


yeas 
24, nays 31; as follows: 
YEAS—M 
Aldrich Davis of Hl., Hill, Morrill, 
Anthony, Dawes, Logan Platt, 
Blair, Frye, Mebill Plumb, 
Cameron of Wis Hale RMicMillan, Rollins, 
Chileott, Harrison Miller of Cal., Sawyer, 
Conger, Hawley, Miller of N. Y., Windom 
NAYS—31. 
tarrow, Coke Jones of Florida, 


the ground as I would consent to or aid in tearing his signature from the | 


. . . es | 
judgment of the court-martial, as confirmed by him and executed until 


its execution was arrested by the interposition of the pardoning power. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The question is on the motion of the 
Senator from Michigan [Mr. Concer], that the bill be indefinitely 

tponed, on which the yeas and nays have been ordered. 

The Principal Legislative Clerk proceeded to call the roll. 

Mr. ALLISON (when his name was called). On this question I am 
paired with the Senator from Delaware [Mr. BayArp]. If he were 
here, I should vote ‘‘ yea.’’ 

Mr. FARLEY (when his name was called). 
Senator from Michigan [Mr. Ferry]. 
vote on this question. 
this motion. 

Mr. CONGER. 
“ ea.’ 

Mr. GARLAND (when his name was called). I am paired with the 
Senator from Vermont [Mr. EpMuNDs], who, if here, would vote ‘‘ yea,”’ 
and I should vote ‘‘ nay.’’ 

Mr. GROVER (when his name was called). Lam paired generally on 
political questions with the Senator from Nebraska [Mr. VAN Wyck]. 
If this is regarded as a political question I will not vote. Otherwise I 
should vote ‘‘nay.’’ [A pause.] I will vote ‘‘nay,’’ unless there is 
objection. 

Mr. LOGAN. Is not the Senator paired with the Senator from Ne- 
braska [Mr. VAN Wyck]? 

Mr.GROVER. Iam paired with the Senator from Nebraska, not spe- 
dally, but politically. 

Mr. LOGAN. My dearsir, if there is any question more political than 
this in theSenate, I should like toknow it. TheSenator from Nebraska 
{[Mr. VAN WYcK] understands his pair to apply to this bill, for he told 
me so yesterday. 

Mr. GROVER. Then I will withhold my vote. 

Mr. LOGAN. The Senator from Nebraska said if he was out he was 
paired on this question as well as all others. That is what he said to 
me, 

Mr. GROVER. 

Mr. LOGAN. 


Iam paired with the 
I do not know how he would 
If he were present, I should vote *‘ nay’ on 


My colleague [Mr. FERRY] would undoubtedly vote 


This was not named. 


| Beck, 


in Mlinois, and tearing the granite base from the monument which has | 


Saulsbury, 
davis of W. Va., 


Lamar, Sewell, 
Brown George, Mahone Sater, 
| Butler, Gorman, Maxey, Vance, 
Call, (jroome, Morgan, Vest, 
Camden, Hoar, Pendletor Voorhees 
Cameron of Pa., Tackson, Pugh, Walker. 
Cockrell, Jonas, Ransom, 


| sibilities I have ever encountered. 


ABSENT 21 
Allison, Garland, Jones of Nevada Sherman, 


Bayard, Grover, Kellogy, Van Wyck, 
Edmunds, Hampton Lapham, Williamea, 
Fair, Harris, McPherson 

Farley, Ingalls, Mitchell, 

Ferry, Johnston, Saunders, 


So the Senate refused to postpone the bill indefinitely 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The question recurs on ordering the 
bill to be engrossed and read a third time. 

The bill was ordered to be engrossed fora third reading, and was read 
the third time. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore 
bill. 

Mr. LOGAN called for the yeas and nays, and they were ordered 

Mr. HOAR. 1 do not propose to enter at this late period upon a dis 
cussion of this case, but it seems to me proper that I should state very 
briefly the views which will govern me and have already governed me 
in casting my own vote. 


rhe question Is on the passage of the 


I need not say that it has been one of the most painful public respon- 
Lam bound by my duty as a Sena 
tor to act upon a& question which involves the consideration of evidence 
relating to a science; relating to military transactions which are very 
far removed from my own ordinary experience and from the studies to 
which my life has been given. 

I suppose a soldier called upon to deal with the question of the con 
duct of a lawyer in a complicated patent cause, or a question involving 
contingent remainders, would not find himself much more puzzled than 
I have been in attempting to master some of the details which relate to 


| the important, intricate, rapid military operations of the three or four 


| days which have been under discussion in this debate. But 


I only know what the Senator from Nebraska said to | 


me and I do not think it is very fair for Senators to be voting under | 


such circumstances, 

Mr. GROVER. 

Mr. LOGAN. 
vote. 

Mr. BUTLER (when Mr. HAMPTON’s name was called). My col- 
league [Mr. HAMPTON] is paired with the Senator from Louisiana [ Mr. 
KELLOGG]. If he were present, my colleague would vote ‘‘nay”’ 
the Senator from Louisiana would vote ‘ yea.’ 

Mr. JACKSON (when the name of Mr. HARRIS was called). My 
colleague [Mr. HARRIS] who is necessarily absent has a general pair 
with the Senator from Kansas [ Mr. INGALLS]. 
would vote ‘‘nay.”’ 

Mr. INGALLS (when his name was called). If not paired with the 
Senator from Tennessee [Mr. HARRIS] Ishould vote ‘‘ yea.”’ 

Mr. JOHNSTON (when his name was called). I am paired on polit- 
ical questions with the Senator from Pennsylvania[Mr. Mircue.Li]. 1 
am not very willing to regard this as a political question, but that con- 
struction seems to be given to it on both sides of the Chamber and I do 
not know what I can do except withhold my vote, though I am very 
reluctant to give a question of this sort such a complexion as that. I 
ahall not vote. 

Mr. LAPHAM (when his name was called). On this question I am 
paired with the Senator from New Jersey [Mr. McPHerson]. If he 
were here, I should vote ‘‘yea”’ and he would vote ‘nay’? on this mo- 


I said I would withhold my vote. 
I beg the Senator’s pardon; I thought he said he would 


and 


Mr. MAHONE (when his name was called). On the question of the 
postponement of this bill I shall vote ‘‘nay,’’ because I desire that the 
applicant, on this case, General Porter, shall have a fair trial before 
the Senate. In the main question which involves, it seems to me, a 
question entirely between the officers of the Union side in the late war, 
I do not feel at liberty to take part. I shall, therefore, when that ques- 
tion arises, ask to be excused from voting. 

Mr. WILLIAMS (when his name was called). I am paired on this 
question with the Senator from Nebraska [Mr. SAUNDERS]. 





If present, my colleague | 


| tional court. 


still Tam 
forced todo my best, and Lam bound to do it conscientiously, fearlessly 


without regard to any personal consequences or anything else but the 
fact and the law as they shall appear to my mind upon such study as I 
have been able to give. 

Now, Mr precise attitude of this case? In 
the year 1563 a military tribune) composed of able and upright soldiers 
condemned this officer for grave military offenses, sentenced him to be 
cashiered and sentenced him to be incapable of holding any oflice of 


res dent, what is the 


| honor, trust, or profit under the United States during the remainder of 


his lite. I regard that judgment as the tinal judgment of a constitu 


[t is true thateourts-martial, whether in the Army orin 


| the Navy, like allother human mechanisms, are a very imperfect method 


for the administration of justice. Their rulesof evidence are not those 
which prevail in common-law tribunals. They have no jury. ‘The 
prosecution selects the court. The action is had hastily, and when the 
act is done there is an end. 

But I do not either criticise that arrangement or mention it as af 
fording any reason whatever for failing to pay the same respect to the 
conclusions of this court as if they were the conclusions of the Supreme 
Court of the United States or of a circuit court where a jury had been 
empaneled. The experience and wisdom of civilized nations have been 


| unable to devise any better system than this for the trial of nulitary or 


naval offenses. The soldier who goes into battle, who takes his life in 
his hand, who exposes health and life, who abandons all the ordinary 


occupations of life, exposes himself also for the public good, and asa 


| public necessity to having his rights, his conduct, his life atlected by 


| the judgment of this court-martial. 


tribunals of this class. 
complain. 

But it is also true that the pardoning power, as I believe, for the sen 
tences of such courts is properly lodged in the President of the United 
States: and it is also true that Congress has the undoubted clear con 
stitutional right, if it conceive any injustice has been done, to permit 
the restoration to the Army or Navy of an officer whom a court-martial 
has caused to be dismissed. Since I have been in the Senate numerous 
cases have arisen where oflicers cashicred for drunkenness have been 
restored, by permission of an act of Congress, to their former rank in 
the Army or Navy, Congress acting, if not with absolute unanimity 


Lin yy, 


They are the best, and no soldier has a right to 


by large and emphatic majorities. 
Now, what are we asked to do? We are not asked now to reverse 


We are not asked to give or pro 
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vide for a new trial, as we were asked two or three years ago. In my 
own judgment that can not lawfully be done, even by the consent and on 
the motion of the accused himself. General Porter is out of the Army, 
and I do not think even by his consent we could provide for a retrial 
of this Cause, 
him to be shot—a man in time of peace, a man not belonging to Army 
or Navy, without a trial by jury or right of appeal to the higher courts. 

But the last Chief Magistrate of the United States, Mr. Hayes, being 


of opinion that by the access to confederate testimony one-half of the | 


case previously unknown might be disclosed, summoned for his advice 
and to his assistance a board composed of high and intelligent Army offi- 


cers. As has been well said, that board was not a lawful board in the 


sense of having power to administer oaths or to render a binding judg- | 


ment; but it was the only course open to the President of the United 
States to have these facts investigated by some competent authority, 
for his information and forours. That board made its report, and upon 
that report the present President of the United States, Mr. Arthur, has 
pardoned the offense. 

I do not agree with those Senators who think it is a condemnation 
of, much less an insult to, the memory of President Lincoln or to the 
memory of President Gartield, a member of the original court, or any- 
body else to grant this officer the relief which is asked. Was it ever 


heard before that the executive in issuing a pardon, especially a pardon | 


on newly-discovered evidence, insulted the court or jury who found the 
original verdict or passed the original sentence? Is every new trial 
granted by a court with a different verdict an insult to the original 
court, especially when it is upon newly-discovered evidence ? Suppose 
President Lincoln should have disapproved the finding of the original 
tribunal, as he did of many a court-martial. I have yet to learn that 
a difference in judgment, not on the same facts but on the same facts 
taken with others, is any reproach to the person with whom you so 
differ, 

The present head of the Army, as I have said, under his official ex- 
ecutive responsibility has thought fit to pardon this officer and toremit 
what remains of the sentence, and that is the only action which inthe 
least modifies or trenches upon or can modify or trench upon theact of 
the original court-martial. 

Now it is asked, giving such weight as we choose to the action of the 
President, giving such weight as we choose to the newly adduced evi- 
dence, giving such weight as we choose to the opinion of the head of the 
Army at the close of the rebellion and the executive head of the Army 
for eight years after the rebellion ended, that we shall pass an act which 
simply permits hereafter the President and the Senate, if they see fit, 
to restore this man to the Army so far as that he may be placed upon 
the retired-list, at the discretion of the President. In other words, this 
present bill does not deal with the question of the guilt or innocence of 
Fitz-John Porter in terms and technicality; it only authorizes the Presi- 
dent of the United States hereafter, with the advice and consent of the 
Senate, to treat him as a person eligible to the oflice which he formerly 
held, under the particular cireumstances. 

Is there sufficient reason for such action? Ido not, of course if l were 
capable, I should not at this time undertake to go over the evidence in 
detail; but this thing is true, as itseems to me: General Porter was con- 
demned by that court-martial in ignorance of such facts in regard to the 
military situation of the 28th and 29th of August, 1862, as could be 
learned from the reports and testimony of men who were opposed to 
him in those days. 

In the judgment of these high military authorities, including the 
President of the United States charged with his official responsibility, 
that newly disclosed evidence makes a new case. Iam not now speak- 
ing of the 6.30 order of the afternoon of the 27th, but of the charge of 
a failure to attack, a failure to advance and go to the assistance of the 
troops in battle, and the charge of having retreated during the action, 
whether you call it a battle or a series of actions on the 28th of August; 
and these high military authorities declare that upon the study which 
they have given this has become anew and different case. The case on 
which this man was tried is not thecase which is now presented to those 
who in any responsible situation have to try it. 

Mr. President, it seems to me on a fullexamination of this evidence 
that the evidence is such as to afford a fair support to that opinion. I 
recognize the great military authorities that are opposed to it. I donot 
think if I were to select mere authority on which my judgment was to 
be guided that I should select two men in the United States on whom 
I would place higher reliance than two members of the present Com- 
mitteeon Military Affairs, the Senator from Illinois [Mr. LoGan] and 
the Senator from Connecticut [Mr. HAWLEY]. The Senator from I1li- 
nois is himselfan illustrioussoldier. He is himself accustomed to deal 
with evidenceasa lawyer. The training of his life, both civil and mili- 
tary, has fitted him to deal with such questions. 
that any authority on the other side as mere authority is entitled to 
greater weight than his. Ishould alsoplace very great reliance in such 
acase upon the opinion of my distinguished and illustrious friend from 
Connecticut who concurs with the Senator from Illinois in this case. 
But it does seem to me, looking at the case as well as I am able to do, 
that the newly-discovered evidence, whether the conclusion as to Porter's 
guilt or innocence might be the same, does make out a case so different 


If we could, the tribunal retrying it might now sentence | 


And I do not think | 


in the circumstances that it warrants us in passing a law which shal! 
| permit the President if he see fit, and the Senate if hereafter it shall see 
| tit, to allow this man for the little remnant of his days to be restored 
to his old profession. 

Then you come to the specification in regard to the disobedience of 
orders on August 27—the 6.30 order. Who can believe that if the 
other facts in the case had been out of the way the court or President 
Lincoln ever would have sentenced this man to the severe punishment 
to which he was sentenced on that finding alone? Whether it be true 
| or not true that the military law required an attempt to march over 
| that road that night, encumbered with wagons to the extent to which 
| it was, the extent being in dispute, or not; or whether that officer, being 
an officer with a separate command, receiving his order from a superior 
ignorant of the precise condition of things which he had to meet— 
whether the military law and custom permitted him under such cir- 
cumstances a discretion or not, this thing is it seems to me well estab- 
lished, that a very large number of able, honest, experienced military 
men were in the habit of exercising and in the habit of permitting the 
exercise of such discretion; and who can believe that he being wrong 
in an opinion in regard to a state of facts in which, if he was wrong, 
Grant is wrong, in which if he was wrong Longstreet is wrong, in which 
if he was wrong Terry is wrong, in which if he was wrong Schofield is 
wrong and Getty is wrong—who can believe that if this single speciti- 
cation stood alone General Porter would have been condemned with 
this severity of sentence? What we are to do is not to wipe out a 
judgment 

Mr. LOGAN. Will the Senator allow me right there to ask him if 
he says that there is much evidence to show that orders of this kind 
were frequently construed by officers as discretionary, and he cites Terry 
and others ? 

Mr. HOAR. As exercising discretion. 

Mr. LOGAN. Where it was a peremptory order? This was a per- 
emptory order. Can the Senator cite an instance in which Schofield, 
Terry, or Getty ever disobeyed a peremptory order ? 

Mr. HOAR. No. 

Mr. LOGAN. WilltheSenatorcite an instance where any officer ever 
disobeyed a peremptory order and was not relieved from his command ? 

Mr. HOAR. I could cite instances where Iam so informed. 

Mr. LOGAN. I am talking about the testimony and about the law. 
The evidence shows 

Mr. HOAR. I do not wish to interrupt the Senator’s question, but 
he is addressing himself to a point which is not a point in the case. 

Mr. LOGAN. What is the point? 

Mr. HOAR. Iam not now speaking of the question whether these 
orders were in fact disobeyed. I say that these men think that it was 
within the discretion given to an officer exercising a separate command 
and receiving an order from a superior at a distance to exercise this dis- 
cretion. They say so; General Grant says so in his article. These gen- 
tlemen say so in their finding. 

Mr. LOGAN. Iam not discussing what they say in their finding. 
I discussed that the other day. 

Mr. HOAR. That is precisely the point I am making in response to 
the Senator’s question. 

Mr. LOGAN. In all this discussion I have tried to find some man 
on this floor who could show me the authority for the disobedience of 
a peremptory order, and I have never yet found any one who could 
show me that authority. Now, if the Senator will allow me a word in 
reference to the other point, that is, would President Lincoln have 
signed an order affixing this punishment to this man if he had only dis- 
obeyed the 6.30 order and had executed the orders of the day of the 
battle, of the 29th, I will ask the Senator to answer me a question. 
The law says that whenever an officer disobeys a lawful order he shall 
be dismissed from the service of the United States or subjected to any 
other penalty which the court-martial may in their wisdom fix. 

Now, suppose that was a lawful order and it was disobeyed and the 
court-martial found the fact. What was the fact they had to find? 
First, that it was a lawful order; second, that it wasdisobeyed. Would 
not that be all? Very well; they find those two facts and on that the 
law requires them to act. They act in accordance with the law. They 
find him guilty. What is the fact for the President to find? The fact 
for the President to find is, has the court-martial acted in accordance 
withlaw? First, if they have found the accused guilty, have they gone 
in accordance with the facts? Yes. These two propositions being re- 
sponded to affirmatively in the President’s mind, what could the Presi- 
dent do except affirm the sentence of the court-martial, I ask the Sena- 
tor? 

Mr. HOAR. Everybody knows that the President exercises a discre- 
tion in such cases. 

Mr. LOGAN. That is very true. 

Mr. HOAR. President Lincoln could have instantly remitted the 
sentence. I think I had rather not go into this general debate, because 
I have not yet replied to the Senator’s first question, and I fear I shall 
forget that. 

Mr. LOGAN. Very well. 

Mr. HOAR. Itwasaboutthe disobedience. I could cite many cases, 
and that is one of the difficulties which I find in dealing with the case 
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Mr. President, I believe if I were a perfectly brave, honest, and 
straightforward man I should dodge a vote on this question ; but it is 
my duty, as it seems to me, and the public expect of me to state my 
opinions, imperfect and inconclusive as they may be, and I am going 
to do it. : 

I could cite twenty cases to the Senator which have been stated to 
me by very high authority indeed within the last week of otlicers who 
disobeyed orders where military operations were actually going on, 
orders to attack, orders to move to the support of other generals who 
were attacking; but suppose I cited them and undertook to refer to the 
transactions, the Senator from Illinois with his knowledge of this sci- 
ence, Which I know nothing about, would instantly call my attention, 
‘“Was there not this distinction,’’ ‘‘ Was there not that distinction,’’ 
‘Was not this, that, or the other thing the fact at that time,’’ and I 
should be totally unable to answer him; nobody but a soldier or a mil- 
itary historian can answer him. So I should prefer not to interpolate 
into my remarks 4 discussion of this character with the honorable Sen- 
ator to which I confess in advance my inadequacy; but I ask, does any- 
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body suppose that President Lincoln would have permitted this sen- | 


tence to have gone against Fitz-John Porter on the disobedience to that 
6.30 order alone, with Ulysses 8. Grant and Alfred H. Terry saying to 
him that in their judgment it was a discretion they themselves would 
have exercised under the circumstances? 

Mr. LOGAN. Now, if the Senator will allow me (because I do not 
wish to disturb him), I wish to say right here that when we have cited 
to us—I know what the Senator refers to, at least I presume I know 
what the Senator refers to—the case of some very important military 
man who was talking with him this week and has told him—— 

Mr. HOAR. I would rather not have my statement go on record in 
that manner. 

Mr. LOGAN. I want to say that I know one case, and I can name 
a dozen cases of the same character that he speaks of, where orders were 
given to officers and they disobeyed them, but at the same time that I 
name those cases I can inform the Senator that those oflicers were relieved 
from their commands immediately. 

Mr. HOAR. Were they discharged from the Army ? 

Mr. LOGAN. Many of them were. 

Mr. HOAR. Were all of them ? 

Mr. LOGAN. Not all; some were. 

Mr. HOAR. Now, I will resume the floor, if the Senator will par- 
don me, for the time is almost exhausted. 

Mr. LOGAN. I do not desire to take the floor from the Senator, but 
I desire to read an order, if he will allow me. 

Mr. HOAR. I would rather not. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The Senator from Massachusetts has 
the floor. 

Mr. LOGAN. I should like to read an order from General Grant. 

Mr. HOAR. The Senator confirms what I say. He says that he 
knows instances, numerous ones, where orders were disobeyed and the 
officers doing it were relieved from their commands forthwith; and I 
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And he has had in shame and agony—he has had his hour 

Now, Mr. President, I do not know what bitter passion, I do not know 
what prejudice, I do not know what honest love of country, I do not 
know what teeling of a patriotic and generous soldiery may be encoun- 
tered by the vote Lam about tocast. I know this, that | would rather 
incur almost anything myself than to incur the disapprobation of some 
men whom I shall seriously grieve by the conclusion to which 1 
come. 


have 
It is not an easy thing for a Republican, a partisan, a man 
whose lite has been given to the advocacy and the support of the doc- 
trines of this party, to incur the disapprobation and the condemnation 
of his political friends who sit about him on a great question of State; 
but I thank God that after hesitation and doing my best to discover 
what my duty requires he has given me the grace to perform it. 

I do not believe, studying this testimony, that the burden of this con- 
demnation ought to rest longer upon the head of this man unless on 
such re-examination of the facts as it will be the duty of President 
Arthur hereafter to give, and on such re-examination of the faets as it 
will be the duty of the Senate hereafter to give, one or the other (for it 
will require the concurrence of both to restore him) should be of opin 
ion that he ought not to be restored. 

So thinking, Mr. President, I believe that if Abraham Lincoln sat in 
this seat to-day and could read the testimony which has come trom the 
reports of Longstreet and of Lee, changing, as it seems to me, so ma- 
terially the military situation of that day, the vote of Abraham Lincoln, 


with his kind heart, with his sound sense, and his fearless independ- 


| ence in doing right, would be cast as I mean to cast my own 


| and by stating in a very few words the transaction. 


asked him whether they were dismissed from the Army and rendered | 


incapable of holding office, and he says in some cases, but not in all. 

Mr. LOGAN. I will answer, if the Senator will allow me, now, and 
he onght to. In every instance where they were put before a court- 
martial they were dismissed. 

Mr. HOAR. But in a great many instances they were not put before 
a court-martial. 

Mr. LOGAN. That depended on circumstances. 

Mr. HOAR. I know it did; and that is my point. I do not believe, 
with great deference to the very much greater authority of that Sena- 


tor, that Abraham Lincoln, with his kind, merciful, honest heart would | 


have permitted this sentence to have gone against Fitz-John Porter on 
the disobedience of that 6.30 order alone, under the cireumstances, and 
in the face of the opinion of such men as Grant and Terry that they 
should have done the same thing under the same circumstances, any 
more than he would have laid his right hand into a fire of burning coals 
to be burned to the stump. 

Mr. LOGAN. Grant did not think so some time ago. 

Mr. HOAR. That has all been gone over. 

Mr. President, we are not wiping out the sentence of Fitz-John Por- 
ter. That man has tasted for twenty years the bitterness of that judg- 
ment. No cup of death was ever presented to human lips which, it 
seems to me, could beso bitter as that which has been the daily and the 
nightly draught for twenty years of this officer, who, at least, once and 
some time deserved well of the Republic. 

Will the Senator from Illinois say that the President of the United 
States, in pardoning this man, meant to affront or did affront the great 
and mighty shades of Lincoln and of Garfield? He thought that in 





} 


the doubt upon this question it was time at least that justice should | 


stop and that mercy should have her place. Over that name honored 
for generations in the military and naval history of this country—you 
can hardly look upon the stars and stripes on our flag that you do not 
think of the name of Porter—for twenty years has rested the burden 
of this shame, worse than death, worse than torture, and no act of Con- 
gress, no act of God can wipe that away. 


Not fate herself can o'er the past have power, 
But what has been has been. 


Mr. LOGAN. Just one word, Mr. President. I do not desire to an- 
swer the eloquent remarks of the Senator from Massachusetts in justi 
fication of what he is going to do, because I find changes go on very 
frequently which I cannot account for; but 1 desire to answer all that 
he has said about disobedience of orders from the person from whom he 
was quoting, not giving the name. I will do it by reading an order 
I was connected 
with the command at the time myself. I was commanding near Jack- 
son, Tennessee. General Price came across from Mississippi and was 
moving in the direction of Corinth with about 30,000 troops. Corinth 
was garrisoned by a small foree, much smaller than his. 1 was ordered 
to send a portion of my troops to Jackson, which I did. General Grant 
sent an order to General Hurlbut, from which I will read an extract; 
and I ask the Senator from Massachusetts to listen to this and see how 
this general then, when in command, interpreted orders. And tirst be 
fore reading it I will say that the same person to whom the Senator 
refers told me himself, in discussing this very question, that when a 
man was ordered to attack it was not his business to inquire as to the 
order, because he was not always to know what the attack meant; that 
sometimes it was intended that a portion of an army should be almost 
destroyed for the purpose of saving the rest, and that was the interpre- 
tation here where Porter was afraid his force was too short, that should 
be given to this and to carry out that idea. I will read the order 

Mr. HOAR. Will the Senator allow me to put him a question ? 

Mr. LOGAN. Yes. 

Mr. HOAR. Is the principle true in his judgment which he has just, 
affirmed, when the order comes from a superior at a distance trom the 
scene of action? Let me puta case. Suppose the Senator from Illi 
nois in charge of an army corps ora division and ten miles off, as this 
man was, from the commanding ofticer 

Mr. LOGAN. No, he was not ten miles off. 

Mr. HOAR. Nine miles off. 

Mr. LOGAN. I beg the Senator’s pardon 

Mr. HOAR. From Bristoe to Warrenton. 

Mr. LOGAN. That was as to the marching: I am talking of the 
order to attack. 

Mr. HOAR. That makes no difference; I was asking about the cir 
cumstances of this order. Suppose the Senator were ten miles off from 
his commanding officer and he were ordered to cross a broad, deep river 
with his command and take up a position on the other side, and he knew 
that the other bank of the river had been occupied by a largely superior 


| hostile force that would cut him all to pieces in the crossing, and that 
| his military superior ten miles off did not know that fact but supposed 


when he gave the order that it was an unoccupied 
what would he do? 

Mr. LOGAN. In thefirst place I should not know whether the force 
across the river was sufficient to cut me to pieces or not 

Mr. HOAR. Would you obey ? 

Mr. LOGAN. I would try to obey 

Mr. HOAR. Would you try to cross the river? 

Mr. LOGAN. Iwouldtry. I did justsuchathingas that; I crossed 
the Tennessee Riverand built a bridge over it and did exactly the thing 
the Senator suggests, and I did not get cut to pieces either, though the 
enemy’s force was much larger than my own. 

Mr. HOAR. Then the Senator did not notice the fact implied in my 
question. My question was in case he knew he would be cut to pieces. 

Mr. LOGAN. I say Porter did not know it, because he did not try 
it, and the Senators whodefend him know that the evidence shows he 
did not try to ascertain the force there by sending out his officers. 1 will 
read this order. 

Mr. HOAR. M: 


ind vacant place, 


President-—— 
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Mr. LOGAN. Ifthe Senator will allow me now, I will answer the very 
question he has asked me, and I will answer him from the high authority 
that has caused his mind to run in the channel it has. Mark this lan- 
guage. ‘This is an order to General Hurlbut; 

The enemy have developed an attack on Corinth. You will move with your 
command at 3 a, m., marching with all speed by the Pocahontas road, and go 
through to Corinth 

Mark the language 
and go through to Corinth 
Chewallas road. 

That isa peremptory order. 
graph as follows: 

I believe I understand your orders, but I wish to be sure. 
them, they involve the loss of my entire command. 

‘o this dispatch the following reply was received by General Hurl- 
bat: 

Iam glad you comprehend my orders so accurately. 


The enemy, estimated at 35,000 men, lie on the 
General Hurlbut answered this by tele- 


If T understand 


U. 8. GRANT. 

There is the answer to your remark and to your question. 

Mr. HOAR. It is no answer. 

Mr. LOGAN. Yes, it isan answer. Not only that, General Price 
was in the road between Hurlbut and Corinth with 30,000 men, and 
Hurlbut was ordered to go to Corinth. That was what Grant meant, 
that his whole command should be lost if he could not get there. Hurl- 
but attacked them, and Hurlbut drove them from Corinth, and they 
were driven off, and it saved his command, but he was to lose it if neces- 
sary to save Corinth. That was the proposition, and after that Senators 
will stand up here and tell me that orders, peremptory orders, are not 
to be obeyed because a man might lose a portion of his command ! 

Sir, I served too long under that great general not to know that his 
orders had to be obeyed. What would be done to the men who dis- 
obeyed them? The evidence is thick in his history and in his orders 
where men disobeyed his orders they received their just deserts. Many 
of them are out of the Army to-day, and they stay out of the Army on 
account of their not coming up as he thought they should do. I could 
cite instance after instance. It will not do to tell me that a man has a 
right to judge for himself in time of war, in time of battle, as to whether 
he will obey an order or not. There is no such military law. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The hour of 2 o’clock having ar- 
rived 

Mr. LOGAN. One word, sir, and I am done. 

This man stood from morning until night and until 3 o'clock the next 
morning, and had to be ordered on the field to Pope’s presence to get 
him to obey an order, and that was the only order he obeyed through 
that whole day while the battle was raging. You speak of Longstreet’s 
testimony, which does not controvert one point that I have suggested 
in this case. Through that whole day tell me if Porter was not afraid 
to attack, why did he not send word to Pope, his commanding officer, 
who was only three miles from him’? | Pope’s headquarters were but 
three miles from Bethel Chapel where Porter’s headquarters were, and 
there was a direct road running to them on which McDowell traveled. 
Why did he not send word that there was a great force in his front and 
that he could not attack? No word was sent until the last word, at 5 
o'clock, when he says ‘‘ 1 am going to retreat to Manassas."’ That is 
the only time he gave information. 

The Senator from Massachusetts to-day in eloquent strains would ex- 
cuse this man and justify his infamous conduct when his men were 
being slaughtered like beeves; butchered on the field. Sir, his conduct 
was infamous, infamous in the extreme. He was not a patriot. He 
determined that Pope should lose that battle, and the evidence shows 
it. The gentlemen on this side of the Chamber who defend him de- 
fend him in the face of the facts which show him to have been dere- 
lict in his duty, which show him to have been wanting in soldierly 
qualities, and wanting in respect to his superior officer. 

Not only that, you appeal to Lincoln and speak of his generous heart. 
Ilis own son swears that after this court-martial, years afterward, he 
said the evidence would have justified the punishment of death. 

Mr. HOAR. The old evidence? 

Mr. LOGAN. ‘' The old evidence.”’ Sir, there is not one particle of 
evidence in all the new that contradicts the old. General Grant, to 
whom you appealed, said so years ago when he examined itall. He said 
there was nothing in the new evidence that should cause him to take 
up this case. No new evidence has come to the mind of the people. It 
is not new evidence; it is not new testimony. It is something else that 
is new. It is not the facts; it is not the law, it is a change of mind, or 
heart, or whatever you may call it—asudden change recently for some 
cause or other unknown to me. It will not do to say that the new facts 
have done it, for the new facts have done no such thing. They changed 
no man’s mind until recently, when people have been trying to get be- 
hind them as a breastwork to justify themselves for what they are now 
deing 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The question is on the passage of 
the bill, on which the yeas and nays have been ordered. 

Mr. PLUMB. Is debate closed on the bill? 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. Two o'clock was the hour agreed 
upon at which the debate should close. 











Mr. SEWELL. I shall object to further debate. 

Mr. PLUMB. Iam sorry, if that is the case, that the Senator from 
Massachusetts should not haveshortened his remarkssomewhat, so that 
there might have been some opportunity for something to be said against 
the position which he took. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The debate was to be closed at 2 
o'clock by an absolute understanding of the Senate. 

Mr. HOAR. I do not believe the genius of man could make a more 
powerful argument than was made by the Senator from Illinois [ Mr. 
LOGAN] for three days in this case. 

Mr. PLUMB. I am sorry the Senator from Massachusetts did not 
think so, and so omit some portion of his own. 

Mr. MORRILL. I do not know but that the unanimous consent that 
the vote should be taken at 2 o’clock supersedes everything else—— 

The PRESIDENT protempore. Of course it does. 

Mr. MORRILL. Otherwise I should call up the tariff bill. As soon 
as this bill is disposed of, I shall ask that the tariff bill be proceeded 
with. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The Chair will lay the tariff bill be- 
fore the Senate as soon as this matter is disposed of, but by agreement 
the other day this bill was to take precedence of the unfinished busi- 
ness and be disposed of by 2 o’clock, unless there be unanimous con- 
sent to extend the time. [‘‘ Vote!’’ ‘“Vote!’’] 

The PRESIDENT protempore. The question is on the passage of the 
bill, on which the yeas and nays have been ordered. 

The Principal Legislative Clerk proceeded to call the roll. 

Mr. ALLISON (when his name was called). On this question I am 
paired with the Senator from Delaware [Mr. BAYARD]. If he were 
present, I should vote ‘‘ nay.’’ 

Mr. GROVER (when his name was called). I am paired with the 
Senator from Nebraska [Mr. VAN Wyck]. If he werepresent, I should 
vote ‘‘yea.’’ 

Mr. INGALLS (when his name was called). My pair with the Sen- 
ator from Tennessee [Mr. HARRIS] has been transferred for this bill to 
the Senator from Michigan [Mr. FERRY]. I vote ‘‘ nay.”’ 

Mr. JOHNSTON (when his name was called). I am paired gen- 
erally with the Senator from Pennsylvania [Mr. MITCHELL]. It is 
claimed that the pair is obligatory in this case. I therefore refrain from 


voting. If the Senator from Pennsylvania were here, I should vote 
** yea.”’ 


Mr. JONES, of Nevada (when his name was called). I am paired 
with my colleague [Mr. Farr]. If he were here, I should vote 
**nay.”’ 

Mr. LAPHAM (when his name was called). On this question Iam 
paired with the Senator from New Jersey [Mr. MCPHERSON]. If he 
were here, he would vote ‘‘ yea’’ and I should vote “ nay.’’ 

Mr. WILLIAMS (when his name was called). I am paired on this 
question with the Senator trom Nebraska [Mr. SAUNDERS]. 

The roll-call was concluded. 

Mr. SAULSBURY. Thé Senator from Iowa [Mr. ALLISON] an- 
nounced his pair with my colleague [Mr. BAYARD] and said that he 
would vote ‘‘nay’’ if my colleague were present; but he did not state 
how my colleague would vote. I desire to announce that if my col- 
league were here he would vote ‘‘ yea.’’ 

The result was announced—yeas 33, nays 27; as follows: 


YEAS—33. 
Barrow, Davis of W. Va., Jonas, Sewell, 
Beck, Farley, Jones of Florida, Slater, 
Brown, Garland, Lamar, Vance, 
Butler, George, Maxey, Vest, 
Call, Gorman, Morgan, Voorhees, 
Camden, Groome, Pendleton, Walker. 
Cameron of Pa., Hampton, Pugh, 
Cockrell, oar, Ransom, 
Coke, Jackson, Saulsbury, 

NAYS—2". 
Aldrich, Dawes, Ingalls, Morrill, 
4 nthony, Kdmunds, Kellogg. Platt, 
wlair, Frye, Logan, Plumb, 
Cameron of Wis., Hale, McDill, Rollins, 
Chilcott, Harrison, McMillan Sawyer, 
Conger, Hawley, Miller of Gal.. Windom. 
Davis of I., Hill, Miller of N. Y., 

ABSENT—16. 

Allison, Grover, Lapham, Saunders, 
Bayard, Harris, McPherson, Sherman, 
Fair, Johnston, Mahone, Van Wyck, 
Ferry, Jones of Nevada, Mitchell, Williams, 


So the bill was passed. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. 
the preamble to the bill. 

Mr. INGALLS. What is the preamble ? 

The preamble was read, as follows: 


Whereas the board of Army officers convened by the President of the United 
States by special orders numbered 78, headquarters of the Army, April 12, 1878, 
to examine into and report upon the case of Fitz-John Porter, late a major-gen- 
eral of the United States volunteers and a brevet brigadier-general and colonel 
of the Army, having, by their report of March 19, 1879, stated that, in their opin- 
ion, “justice requires at his [the President's] hands such action as may be neces- 
sary to annul and set aside the findings and sentence of the court-martial in the 
case of Major-General Fitz-John Porter, and to restore him to the position of 


The question now is on agreeing to 
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which that sentence deprived him, such restoration to take effect from the date 
of dismissal from the service ;” and 


Whereas the President, on the 4th day of May, 1882, remitted so much of the 


sentence of said court-martial remaining unexecuted as “ forever dis« ‘ven cog hs he 

said Fitz-John Porter from holding any office of trust or profit under the Gov- 

ernment of the United States: Therefore, that justice may be done the said 

Fitz-John Porter, and to carry into effect the recommendation of said board. 
Mr. EDMUNDS. I ask forthe yeas and nays on agreeing to the pre- 
ble. 

wrThe yeas and nays were ordered, and the Principal Legislative Clerk 

ed to call the roll. 

Mr. ALLISON (when his name was called). On this question I am 
paired with the Senator from Delaware (Mr. BAYARD]. If he were 
resent, I should vote ‘‘nay,’’ and I presume he would vote ‘‘ yea.”’ 

Mr. GROVER (when his name was called). Iam paired with the 
Senator from Nebraska [Mr. VAN Wyck]. 
vote “ ea’? 

Mr. JOHNSTON (when his name was called). 
Senator from Pennsylvania [Mr. MITCHELL]. If he were here, I should 
te ‘‘vea,”? 

Mr. LAPHAM (when his name was called). On this question I am 
paired with the Senator from New Jersey [Mr. MCPHERSON]. If he 
were here, he would vote ‘‘ yea,’’ and I should vote ‘‘ nay.”’ 

The roll-call was concluded. 

Mr. FRYE. On this question I am paired with the Senator from 
California [Mr. FARLEY]. If he were present, I should vote ‘‘ nay.’ 

Mr. CONGER. I do not know whether it has been stated that my 
colleague [Mr. FERRY] was paired with the Senator from California 
(Mr. FARLEY], but I understand the pair has been transferred toa pair 
with the Senator from Tennessee [Mr. Harris]. 

Mr. INGALLS. For this bill merely. 

Mr. CONGER. If my colleague were present, he would vote ‘‘nay”’ 
on this question, and against the passage of the bill. 

Mr. INGALLS. I have no doubt that the Senator from Tennessee 
[Mr. HARRIS] would vote ‘‘ yea.”’ 

Mr. MORRILL. Before the result is announced, I inquire of the 


Chair whether the words ‘‘ the President’s”’ in brackets in the preamble | 


will now be included or omitted ? 
The PRESIDENT pro tempore. They will be included, of course; 
they simply relate to and make clear the word ‘‘his’’ which precedes. 


The result was announced—yeas 31, nays 25; as follows: 


YEAS—31, 
Barrow, Davis of W. Va., Jonas, Saulsbury, 
Beck, Garland, Jones of Florida, Sewell, 
Brown, George, Lamar, Slater, 
Butler, Gorman, Maxey, Vance, 
Call, ; Groome, Morgan, Vest, 
Camden, Hampton, Pendleton, Voorhess, 
Cameron of Pa., Hoar, Pugh, Walker. 
Coke, Jackson, Ransom, 

NAYS—25. 
Aldrich, Dawes, Logan, Plumb, 
Anthony, Edmunds, MeDill, Rollins, 
Blair, Hale, MeMillan, Sawyer, 
Cameron of Wis., Harrison, Miller of Cal., Windom. 
Chilcott, Hawley, Miller of N. Y., 
Conger, Hill, Morrill, 
Davis of IL, Ingalls, Platt, 

ABSENT—2. 

Allison, Ferry, Jones of Nevada, Mitchell, 
Bayard Frye, Kellogg, Saunders, 
Cockrell, Grover, Lapham, Sherman, 
Fair, Harris, McPherson, Van Wyck, 
Farley, Johnston, Mahone, Williams, 


So the preamble was agreed to. 


ROCK ISLAND ARSENAL IMPROVEMENT. 

Mr. MORRILL. Mr. President—— 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. If the Senator from Vermont will 
| ae for a moment the Chair will lay before the Senate a message 

the President of the United States. 

Mr. MORRILL. Certainly. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore laid before the Senate the following 
message from the President of the United States; which was referred to 
the Committee on Appropriations, and ordered to be printed: 

To the Senate and House of Representatives : 


I transmit herewith for the consideration of Congress a copy of a communica- 
tion from the Secretary of War, dated the 10th instant, inclosing a copy of one 
from the Chief of Ordnance, together with a copy of one from Lieutenant-Colonel 
D. W. Flagler, commanding the Rock Island arsenal, Illinois, setting forth the 
insufficiency of the sum appropriated by the sundry civil appropriation act of 

7, 1882, for the deepening of the water-power tail-race canal at the arsenal, 
and recommending that a special appropriation of $20,000 be made for the com- 
pletion of said work. 


CHESTER A. ARTHUR. 
EXECUTIVE MANSION, January 11, 1883. 


PRESIDENTIAL APPROVALS. 
A message from the President of the United States, by Mr. O. L. 


PRUDEN, one of his secretaries, announced that the President had this | 


day approved and signed the following acts: 

An act (S. 1304) granting a pension to John V. Bovell; 

An act (S. 156) for the relief of Major Jacob E. Burbank; and 

An act (S. 336) for the relief of James J. Faught, late of Company 
D, Eighth Missouri. 





If he were present, I should 
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} BILLS INTRODUCED. 


Mr. CALL asked and, by unanimous consent, obtained leave to in 
; troduce a bill (S. 2349) for the relief of Perry G. Wall and the exeeu 
tors of O. bh. Hart, deceased; which was read twice by its title, and 
referred to the Committee on the Judiciary 
Mr. MORGAN asked and, by unanimous consent, obtained leave to 
introduce a bill (8. 2350) to explain and carry into effect sections 2498 
| and 2499 of the Revised Statutes and to provide for executing in their 
true intent and purpose the commercial treaties between the United 
States and other governments; which was read twice by its title. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. To which committee does the Sena 
tor trom Alabama wish to have the bill referred ? 

Mr. MORGAN. The bill has connection with the pending tariff bill, 
and I hesitate between the Committee on the Judiciary and the Com 
mittee on Finance. i 

Mr. SHERMAN. My impression is that such a bill as that would 
naturally go to the Committee on Commerce or the Committee on Foreign 
| Relations. A reference to the Committee on Foreign Relations would 
| be just as well as any other. 

Mr. MORGAN. IL ask its reference, then, to the Committee on For 
eign Relations. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. 


The bill will be so referred 
PRESIDENTIAL DISABILITY. 


Mr. GARLAND. Yesterday the Senator from Kansas [ Mr. ING ALLS] 
introduced a resolution of inquiry directed to the Judiciary Committee 
in reference to the office of President. I objected to its consideration then 
and desired it to go over, because I believed that the same question was 
specifically before the committee, but I find upon investigation that 
such is not the fact. I have no objection to the resolution being passed 

Mr. INGALLS. Let the resolution be reported. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The resolution will be read, if there 
| be no objection. 
| The Acting Secretary read the resolution submitted yesterday by Mr 
| INGALLS, as follows: , 


Resolved, That the Committee on the Judiciary be directed to inquire what leg 
islation, if any, is necessary to ascertain and determine when the powers and 
duties of the Presidential office shall devolve upon the Vice-President in case of 
the inability of the President to discharge the same; and in what manner the 
removal of disability may be ascertained under the Constitution: and to ré port 
hereon by bill or otherwise 


The PRESIDENT pro tempore. 
resolution. 
The resolution was agreed to. 


The question is on agreeing to the 


AMENDMENTS TO BILLS. 

Mr. GEORGE submitted an amendment intended to be proposed by 
him to the bill (S. 2301) providing for the forfeiture of railroad grants 
in certain cases; which was ordered to lie on the table and be printed 

Mr. ROLLINS submitted an amendment intended to be proposed by 
him to the bill (H. R. 7181) making appropriations to provide for the 
expenses of the government of the District of Columbia for the fiscal 
year ending June 30, 1884, and for other purposes; which was referved 
to the Committee on Appropriations, and ordered to be printed 


INTERNAL-REVENUE AND TARIFF DUTIES. 


The Senate, as in Committee of the Whole, resumed the consideration 
of the bill (H. R. 5538) to reduce internal-revenue taxation, the pend 
ing question being on the amendment of the Committee on Finance, pro 
posing as section 2498 of the Revised Statutes, in section 5 of the bill 


Sec. 2498. No goods, wares, or merchandise, unless in cases provided for by 


treaty, shall be imported into the United States from any foreign port or place, 
except in vessels of the United States, or in such foreign vessels as truly and 
wholly belong to the citizens or subjects of that country of which the goods are 
the growth, production, or manufacture, or from which such goods, wares, ut 
merchandise can only be, or most usually are, first shipped for transportation 
All goods, wares, or merchandise imported contrary to this section, und the ves 
sel wherein the same shall be imported, together with her cargo, tackle, appare! 
and furniture, shall be forfeited to the United States; and such goods, wares, or 
merchandise, ship or vessel, and cargo shall be liable to be seized, prosecuted, 
and condemned, in like manner and under the same regulations, restrictions, 
and provisions as have been heretofore established for the recovery, collection, 
distribution, and remission of forfeitures to the United States by the several rev 
| enue laws. 

Mr. SAULSBURY. I should like to make an inquiry in regard to 
this section. [understand it to be a provision which prohibits the im 
portation of goods into this country except in American vessels or vessels 
owned by American citizens. 

Mr. SHERMAN. This and the following section have stood upon the 
statute-book since the year 1816. They are only aimed at countries 
who have by discriminating laws forbidden the carrying of our produce 
in American vessels to their countries. Spain | believe is the only na 
tion that does it yet. It is necessary as long as any nations discriminate 
against ourcountry to make a corresponding discrimination against them. 

So far as I now know Spain is the o country that makes such a 
| So f I k S is tl nly country that } ! 
discrimination, and that only in favor of the Island of Cuba. It is ne« 
essary to maintain this provision until that discrimination is removed 
Indeed there are negotiations, and have been for years, going on bet ween 
the two countries to induce Spain tochange in that respect her commer 
cial laws, but as yet 1 believe it has not been accomplished. 
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Mr. SAULSBURY. I understand, then, from the Senator from Ohio 
it will only operate against those countries which discriminate against 
our country. 

Mr. SHERMAN. That is all. That is shown by the language of 
the succeeding section, whic provides that— 

The preceding section shall not apply to vessels, or goods, wares, or merchan- 
dise imported in vessels of a foreign nation which does not maintain a similar 
regulation against vessels of the United States, 

Mr. MORGAN. I will say to the Senator from Delaware that yes- 
terday I called the attention of the Senate to this and the succeeding 
section, and this morning I have had the honor to introduce a bill which 
was relerred to the Committee on Foreign Relations, having for its pur- 
pose the enlargement of the application of the sections in certain cases. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The question is on agreeing to the 
amendment proposing section 2498. 

The amendment was agreed to. 

The next amendment of the Committee on Finance was, to insert as 
section 2499 of the Revised Statutes: 

Spec, 2199. The preceding section shall not apply to vessels or goods, wares, or 
merchandise imported in vessels of a foreign nation which does not maintain a 
similar regulation against vessels of the United States, 

The amendment was agreed to. 

The next amendment was read, as tollows: 

Sec, 2000. There shall be levied, collected, and paid on each and every non- 
enumerated article which bears a similitude, either in material, quality, texture, 
or the use to which it may be applied, to any article enumerated in this title as 
chargeable with duty, the same rate of duty which is levied and charged on the 
enumerated article which it most resembles in any of the particulars before men- 
tioned; and if any non-enumerated article equally resembles two or more enu- 
merated articles on which different rates are chargeable, there shall be levied, 
collected, and paid on such non-enumerated article the same rate of duty as is 
chargeable on the article which it resembles paying the highest duty ; and on all 
articles manufactured from two or more materieis the duty shall be assessed at 
the highest rates at which any of its component parts may be chargeable. If two 
er more rates of duty should be applicable to any imported article, it shall be 
classified for duty under the highest of such rates, and In all cases of doubt as to 
the classification for duty of an imported article, such article shall be classified 
at the highest rate of duty: Provided, That non-enumerated articles similar in 
material and quality and texture, and the use to which they may be applied, to 
articles on the free list, and in the manufacture of which no dutiable materials 
are used, shall be free. 

Mr. VANCE. Mr. President, I move to strike out this entire sec- 
tion. This is the volley that sweeps the deck. The Athenians, it was 
said in old times, in their carefulness for religion, erected altars to every 
known deity, and fearing lest they might have omitted and offended 
some one, likewise erected an altar to the Unknown God. So the friends 
of protection, after having spread a trap wide enough and strong enough 
to gather in and contain every conceivable article manufactured by the 
ingenuity of man for his comfort and convenience, in the composition 
of its wondrous nomenclature have likewise superadded this residuary 
dead-fall by which to entrap and lead up to the shambles of taxation 
this unknown evader of the vigilance of the Senator from Vermont. 

I am opposed to such, Mr. President. On the contrary, should there 
be any such unbranded maverick, feeding upon the pastures of this 
life; or any poor, hunted, and persecuted Wandering Jew in the shape 
of personal prosperity, that has been able by hiding in the secret re- 
cesses of this tumultuousand busy world, to escape the acute cupidity, 
the intelligent greed, and searching rapacity of this bill, which is the 
crowning act of the agonizing incubation of the great centenary infant, 
instead of leading it to the shambles of taxation I should say in com- 
mon pity and in common humanity, let us lade its devoted head with 
the sins of ‘‘ protection ’’ and allow it to escape into the wilderness. 

Mr. SHERMAN. I can only say in reply to the humorous remarks 
of my friend from North Carolina that unfortunately this provision is 
to be found in all the tariff laws, certainly since 1842, including the 
Democratic tariff law of 1846, and in every tariff law that has passed 
from that time to this. It is necessary in order to avoid the change of 
the names of articles with somewhat the constituent property of the 
articles named, te have what is called a similitude clause, so that if the 
article is not named correctly in the tariff, and if the article in contro- 
versy is not commercially known by name in any tariff, it shall be 
classed by the article of similitude made of the same materials and in 
the same way, but under adifferent name. It is a necessary provision 
in every tariff bill, 

There are two clauses, I ought to say to the Senate, added to the old 
law. 

Mr. BECK. Theold section closes at the word ** chargeable,’’ in line 
135. 

Mr. SHERMAN. Then all afterthat is new but is in harmony with 
the body of the section. The first new clause, lines 136, 137, 138, and 
139, was taken from page 58 of the Tariff Commission report, where the 
words inserted now in this section were inserted in the body of the 
schedule. The Committee on Finance unanimously, so far as I know, 
thought it better to transfer this single sentence to the general provis- 
ions of the law rather than to have it contained in one of the schedules. 
It does not change the meaning, but the words here transferred to the 
general provision are similar in character to the words in the bill, but 
are a little broader. 

The proviso which has been added simply extends the same provision 
to the free-list which has always been applied to the rest of the tariff. 





Thus, when articles of a similar kind or import named in the schedules 
are free, all similar articles imported of that kind and nature are also 
to be free. That has been recommended by the Tariff Commission for 
the purpose of carrying out the general spirit of the law. 
tained in page 82 of the report of the Tariff Commission. 

With these exceptions the section is copied from the old law of 1342, 
which has been the law since that time. 

Mr. GARLAND. I would suggest to the Senator from North Caro- 
lina [Mr. VANCE] that his motion will! not properly reach his object. 
The question comes up on the adoption of the section itself. It is not 
necessary to make a motion to strike it out. We shall vote upon it, 
and if we vote against it it will not goin; if we vote for it it will go in. 
I merely make the suggestion. 

Mr. BECK. As I observed a moment ago, down to the word *‘ charge- 
able,’’ in line 135, the section is precisely section 2499 of the Revised 
Statutes. The following words are added, I am not able to say why, 
unless it was to give additional emphasis to the harsh provision of the 
section: 


It is con- 


If two or more rates of duty should be applicable to any imported article, it 
shall be classified for duty under the highest of such rates, and in all cases of 
doubt as to the classification for duty of an imported article, such article shall be 
classified at the highest rate of duty. 

That is new. I do not know who is to determine the question ot 
doubt. I had supposed that without that addition the statute as it 
now stands is strong enough for all purposes. It will be found, how- 
ever, all through this bill that at the end of each schedule there is a 
stringent clause seeking, as the Senator from North Carolina very well 
remarked, to prevent the escape of anything by any possibility from 
the highest possible tax or to prohibit the people who need it from get- 
ting it, and when it is discovered or caught it is to be taxed at the very 
highest possible rate and held till some new-born infant industry can 
squeeze out and absorb all that is in it. 

The non-enumerated articles, that is, the things that are not now 
known to any existing industry, for they are all enumerated and taxed, 
but the things that may be discovered, and if taxed at a low rate may 
prevent some infant industry from springing up, are sought by this drag- 
net to be taxed so high that when some new infant industry sees 50, or 
60, or 75 per cent. protection provided to start on, it can get the bounty. 
All this is carefully provided for in every provision to each specific 
schedule; yet, not content with even that, this sweeping clause is in- 
serted and somebody or everybody is ordered to give the benefit of the 
doubt in the rate of taxation against the man who by some ingenuity 
has found out something new that he can get somewhere more cheaply 
than those pets of Congress want to make it for. 

I think Senators will find before they get through this bill that bad 
as the present tariff law is the proposed bill is a new departure in the 
interest of protection to make it impossible for men to get, as they have 
been getting lately, their fencing-wire and cotton-ties cheaper than the 
gentlemen who own patents for the wire out of which it is made, and 
who obtain royalties of $10 a ton besides all the protective tariff, think 
they ought to have them for. The Tariff Commission and the Finance 
Committee propose to make it impossible that any new thing can be 
discovered, such as the cotton-tie, that can get clear of the highest possi- 
ble taxation. In other words, they are determined to shut the door 
against any possibility of anything escaping the very highest rate of 
duty, so that nobody shall ever get anything into this country without 
paying the very highest possible tax, whether there is any industry 
existing or not that had ever heard of it before. 

If it is possible to put a high enough tax upon anything that may be 
discovered hereatter to induce any person here to make it and deprive 
the man of the right to buy it cheaply elsewhere, provision is made in 
this bill that the man who wants the bounty shall have ample oppor- 
tunities and absolute protection, so that he may hereafter build any 
machinery or start any industry, as he may call it, that he pleases, and 
be protected to the highest possible point, even if that industry never 
existed before, and was unknown anywhere. 

That is the theory of this bill. It is made more pronounced and op- 
pressive than it is even under the present tariff. Senators will find, not- 
withstanding the pretenses of reduction, the present bill provides for an 
increase over the present tariff as to all unenumerated articles, I be- 
lieve, in nearly every instance, certainly in many of them, and this gen- 
eral drag-net is also to be thrown in and strengthened up by emend- 
ments, in order to make it certain that nothing escapes. 

I can not state it as vigorously as the Senator from North Carolina, 
but he has not overstated it. This provision would prevent anything 
from getting out of the clutches of the stalwart beggars who seck to 
enrich themselves by Congressional legislation. They do not intend to 
work like other people; they intend to be made rich by law, by laws 
provided in advance to keep anybody from escaping them, even about 
things they now know nothing. I shall vote to strike out the section, 
or to amend it so as to provide that goods now unknown shall bear the 
lowest and not the highest rate. 

Mr. SHERMAN. The Senator from Kentucky is certainly mistaken 
in one thing he says. This new clause does not apply to the class of 
articles that he refers to, because if the article is not enumerated in the 
tariff the section does not apply to it; but the existing tarifflaw, the pre- 
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vious part of the section, does apply to the class of cases to which he 
refers. That is, under the existing lawas it has been time out of mind, 
if an article not named in the statute is similar to two or more articles 


that are on the dutiable list, then the highest rate of duty levied upon | 


any of the articles upon the list is applied to the non-enumerated arti- 
cle. That is the law now and has been for years; but thisnew provision 
I suppose is to guard against the possibility of an evasion of the law, by 
oversight or otherwise, as has been done in several cases; and the bill 
contains one notable instance of it, where the article can be properly 
classified under two names, and a different duty isimposed by the dif- 
ferent names. I am told that there is one such case in the bill, which 
will be corrected when we reach it. There is an articleof common and 
daily use which is described in technical language in two ditferent clauses 
with a different rate of duty upon each. 

The effect of this general provision inserted here upon the recom- 
mendation of the Tariff Commission is to relieve the officers from doubt 
when such an article comes in, and the officers would then apply to that 
article the highest rate of duty provided by the language of the law tor 
similar articlesor forthatarticle. Many articles of commerce have four 
or five different names, and they may be classified as either. It may 


happen that sometimes very properly a different rate of duty may be | 


put upon an article which is named by different names, because some- 
times the names include many distinct articles; and in that way there 
may be confusion. This is intended to give to the custom-house officer 
a rule by which he can ascertain the duties. 


I will say in reply to the humorous speech of my friend from North | 
Carolina, because I always laugh at his remarks any way and enjoy 
them, that there never was brought before the Congress of the Unfted | 


States, certainly since the war of 1812, a tariff bill that containeda larger 


free-list or that relieved a greater number of articles both in value and | 


amount from taxation by the United States than this bill. Its free-list, 
as my friend from Kentucky will admit, is greatly enlarged, and the 
amounts that will be introduced under the free-list of this bill are 
greater than any tariff law that has come under my observation cer- 
tainly for the last thirty or forty years. 

Mr. VANCE. Will the Senator allow me te ask him a question? 

Mr. SHERMAN. Certainly. 

Mr. VANCE. Does the free-list embrace as many articles which are 
manufactured in America or more than any other tree-list? 

Mr. SHERMAN. Iam notso sure about that, but I should say that 
probably it contains as many. I think the general theory of the bill is 
not to disturb or affect injuriously any of the industrial interests of our 
country. Very probably the Senator and I would differ upon that. I 
would not vote for the billif it shouldseek to disturb any active, thriv- 
ing industry of our own land. 

Mr. VANCE. I will remind the Senator that there is one industry 
which it does disturb. 
Mr. SHERMAN. 

.Mr. VANCE. 
very greatly. 

Mr. SHERMAN. It reduces to the extent of about $40,000,000, ac- 
cording to the statement of my colleague on the committee, the tax- 
producing qualities of the tariff. To that extent it disturbs probably 
somebody. It does not disturb me in that respect. 

It is necessary to have these provisions in the law; they have always 
been there, and I think they should be continued. The provision which 
is inserted at the request of the Tariff Commission is in harmony with 
the general principles of the law, and has not any evil feature about it. 
The last clause of it especially extends the free-list, and in that respect 
I supposed it would meet the wishes of the Senator from North Carolina. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr. Vest in the chair). 
ator from North Carolina [Mr. VANCE] accept the suggestion of the 
Senator from Arkansas [ Mr. GARLAND], that the vote be taken directly 
upon the adoption of the section? 

Mr. VANCE. Yes, sir. When I made the motion to strike out it 
did not occur to me that this section was an amendment in itself. 

Mr. MORGAN. I desire to have the question divided so that we shall 
vote upon the old law down to the word ‘‘chargeable,’’ in line 135, and 
afterward upon the new features which are introduced by the commit- 
tee into the bill. They deserve separate consideration, and they rest, as 
I understand it, upon different principles to a very considerable extent. 
The new provision which is brought into the bill reads as follows: 

If two or more rates of duty should be applicable to any imported article, it 
shall be classified for duty under the highest of such rates. 

That is the first branch of the propositton. I do not know how it is 
that two or more rates of duty can, under an intelligent system of taxa- 
tion, be applicable to the same imported article, whether that is an 
enumerated article or a non-enumerated article. If the bill has not 
succeeded in placing one rate upon an article imported, whether enu- 
merated or not, instead of placing two rates upon it, the bill has failed, 


What is that? 


That is the industry of tax-paying. It disturbs that 


I think, of a very important part of its purpose, unless it be in those | 


cases where there is an ad valorem duty and a specific duty; and in that 
case there are two rates of duty imposed upon every article that is im- 
ported, whether it is enumerated or whether it is not enumerated. 
The interpretation of the language of thisstatute upon its face is not 
such as the honorable Senator from Ohio seeks to give to it, that is to 
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say, by reference to a preceding part of this same section, by reterence 
to the old law. The interpretation would be that whenever anarticle, 
whether enumerated or not enumerated, named or not named, is within 
the reach of two rates of duty, that rate of duty shall be charged upon 
it which is the highest. I object to that as a principle of taxation. 1 
naturally do it because I represent a consuming community, and not a 
manufacturing community. I represent an agricultural community 
very largely. Perhaps nineteen-twentiethsof the people whom I have 
the honor to represent are agriculturists, and not a manutacturing peo- 
ple. They make their money by digging it out of the ground, and not 
by drawing it from the sustenance that is fed to them through statutory 
enactments of the Congress of the United States, 

I should therefore object that in cases where articles have es aped 
taxation because they are not enumerated the highest duty shall be 
imposed npon them. In the interests of my people I will insist that 
in cases of that kind the consumer should be looked after, that his in 
terest should be consulted, instead of the interests which may possibly 
be protected by this tariff taxation; and that instead of having the prin- 
ciple of the highest duty applied to non-enumerated articles when two 
rates may apply, the lowest rate of taxation is the proper on: 

I agree, of course, that my views do not conform to the general tenor 
ofthis bill. Ear-marks abound throughout the bill, indicating the in- 
tention of the committee, as was true also of the Tariff Commission, to 
put as high a rate of duty as could be named, plainly and bluntly, with 
out offense to the American people, upon every article of taxation, and 
as high a rate of duty as could be smuggled into the bill by an indire« 
| tion and by a deception where it was supposed the people or their rep 

resentatives would not have the wit to find out the imposition. ‘Those 
are the ear-marks of this bill, and I do not know one in the whole of this 
| measure which is more thorough!y characteristic of the intent and pur 
pose of the framers of this system of tariff taxation than the one which 
| I have adverted to, and the one which succeeds it in the pending section 
which is in the following language: 


And in all cases of doubt as to the classification for duty of an imported artich 
such article shall be classified at the highest rate of duty. 

Why shall you give the benefit of the doubt that may arise in thi 
minds of the officers who are to « lassify for duty in favor of the highest 
rate of taxation, even when there are two rates applicable? Are the peo 
ple of this country to be exposed to a higher rate of taxation upon arti 
| cles of consumption than they are aware of, or than the legislators them 
selves are aware of atthe time of the framing and enactment of the law, 
by the resolution of a doubt in the mind of the officer appointed by law 
to determine the classification of goods and the rate of taxation against 
the people in favor of the protected industrics? Is that the principle 
of this proposed law? Unquestionably it is. It crops out here in this 
section. Among the very first improvements that the committee have 
attempted to ingraft upon the general law of the land relating to the 
manner of imposing taxes, out comes the proposition that in cases ot 
doubt the doubt shall be resolved against the consumer and in favor ot 
the manufacturers or the protected industries. What reason can there 
be for giving an officer of the Government the discretionary power of re- « 
solving the doubt in his own mind, and that without appeal and with 
out the power of creating it by any superior ageney, practically against the 
peopleand in favorof the highest protection rates? Thatshows the drift 
of the whole thing. Straws show the way the wind blows, according to 
the common maxim, and this is even more than a straw. This isa 
flood-tide which is rushing out into the sea all the interests of the peo- 
ple that have no chance to combine and raft together for the purpose of 
protecting themselves against the floods, for the people can not combine 

Mr. MAXEY. I suggest to the Senator from Alabama that the uni 
versal rule of law is that tax laws are strictly construed. The giving 
the officer the right to resolve the doubt in favor of the protected party 
is a reversal of the universal rule of the law which requires tax laws 
to be strictly construed. 

Mr. MORGAN. Very truly said. The ordinary rules of construing 
| tax laws obtainingin all the courts throughout the United States, inall 
the local tribunals as well as in all the national courts, is thattax laws 
must be strictly construed. Whyso? Becausethe taxing power, speak 
of it as we may, is a tyrannous power; it is the only power against 
which nothing can be said asto the constitutionality of its exercise. If 
you choose to tax goods to prohibition, it has been determined over and 
often in this country, both in the political and in the judicial depart 
ments, that no appeal or exception will lie against the use of that 
power. A State may tax its citizens to the extreme of their capacity 
to pay tlie taxes, and the courts have no power by injunction or other 
wise to prevent the exercise of that power unless it violates some posi 
tive principle of the constitution of the particularState. Here we have 
a right to put taxes, it appears, not 100 per cent. of the value, but 200 
and 300 per cent. and even more than that upon the articles to be im- 





ported from abroad, and nocourt of justice inthis country could be ap 
pealed to with success to restrain the legislative power in this enormous 
and exorbitant exercise of their tyranny upon the tax-payer 

Hence it is a power that the courts uniformly require to be strictly 


construed, and tax laws are always strictly construed 
| we compel the man who is to administer this system 
| placed no judge and nosuperior to rectily his conduct 


Here, however, 
and there 1s 


to decide against 
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the consumer, against the great body of the people, upon the presump- 
tion that. the highest tax is always intended to be levied instead of the 
lowest. There is not a court of justice in the United States which, left 
to itself uncontrolled by statute, would give effect to a principle so enor- 
mous and outrageous as that; and yet we deliberately put it into the 
body of this statute in a cold-blooded way for the purpose of making 
money out of the people by an interpretation of the law against them 
and against every principle of legal construction which has ever before 
been heard of in this country. 

I shall, therefore, ask a separate vote in order that the attention of 
the Senate and the vote of the Senate may be brought right down upon 
this proposition contained in the second part of this section. 

Mr. BECK. [am glad attention has been called sharply to this sec- 
tion, because it is the key to the whole scheme, and the sooner Senators 
anderstand it the better. 

It was proclaimed by the Tariff Commission, and it was announced 
by the Senator from Vermont [Mr. MorRILL] yesterday, that great re- 
ductions had been made, He laid hisestimates, amounting to $45,000,000, 
before the Senate as though that was an assured fact. I venture to 
state, notwithstanding these assertions, that Senators will find everewhere 
in this bill that there is not only’an effort made to catch everything, 
whether enumerated or unenumerated, whether known or unknown, but 
there is an increase upon all classes of enumerated articles in this bill 
even over the present war tariff which was imposed ‘‘ temporarily’? upon 
the country because of the war taxes on incomes and manufactures, 
which everybody knows have long since been removed. Yet the com- 
mission and the Committee on Finance of the Senate, against my vote 
and protest, by their action have added millions of dollars of taxation 
on all classes, when it must be obvious that if the present tax is reduced 
on all articles enumerated, the present tax on unenumerated articles 
ought to have been reduced correspondingly. Take the cotton schedule 
as an illustration. I do not propose to go through all in detail. The 
provision * that— 

All manufactures of cotton not specially enumerated or provided for in this 
act, 40 per cent, ad valorem. 

That is the report of the Tariff Commission, and the proposition of the 
Finance Committee now. Inthe present law the provision is: 


All manufactures of cotton not otherwise provided for, 35 per cent. ad valorem. 


The duty is proposed to be increased from 35 to 40 per cent. on the 
unenumerated articles of cotton. This is not a trifling matter, to be 
passed over as though it was a slight thing, as it might be assumed to 
be unless looked into. 

Turn to the book that I see on the tables of gentlemen all around me, 
on this side of the Chamber at least, issued by the Treasury Department, 
entitled ‘‘ Imported merchandise entered for consumption in the United 
States, with rates of duty and amount of duties collected, comprising 
statement No. 26 of the annual report on commerce and navigation, for 
the fiscal year ended June 30, 1882,’’ and on page 28 of that statement 
it will be found that manufactures of cotton not otherwise provided for, 
and admitted at 35 per cent., amounted in value to $8,962,110.55 last 
year, and duties were received upon those goods to the amount of $3,136,- 
738.69 out of a total value of $31,285,306.49, and total duties upon all 
cottons of all classes of $10,825,115.21. More than one-fourth of all the 
value and of all the revenue received from cotton goods came from the 
unenumerated articles under the present high tariff, which the cotton 
mrnufacturers themselves came before Congress five years ago and said 
would stand a reduction of from 20 to 30 or 40 or 50 percent. The Fi- 
nance Committee and the commission have increased present duties upon 
the unenumerated articles of cotton from 35 to 40 per cent. upon an item 
which pays more than one-fourth of all the tariff collected on cotten 
goods, That is no accident; it is animportant, carefully calculated in- 
crease; it is a larger increase, in my judgment, when it is put into eper- 
ation than all the reductions that have been actually made in the cot- 
ton schedule, or which the Senator from Vermonton yesterday said had 
been reduced 30 per eent., or in amount $3,681,000, 

If bona fide reduction is intended, why this increase on the largest tax- 
paying item in the schedule of cotton goods. 

How is it in iron? We may as well understand the propositions we 
have to meet as we go along. All manufactures of iron not specially 
enumerated are made now by the proposed rates 45 per cent. ad valorem. 
Under the present law they are 35 per cent. ad valorem. Recolleet it 
seems to be conceded that the rate of taxation under the present law is 
too high. We organized the Tariff Commission, and are laboring here 
for the purpose of endeavoring to reduce this enormous war tax which 
everybody is complaining of; yet the taxes are increased from 35 to 45 
per cent. on all articles of iron not specifically enumerated. That is 
reduction of taxation with a vengeance. , The Senator from Vermont 
says we have taken off $5,200,000. I think Senators will find an in- 
crease rather than a decrease before they get through the schedules. 

Turn to *‘ valuations and receipts of duties from iron ’’ under the une- 
numerated articles in the same book from which I read a moment ago, 
and you will understand the meaning of the proposed change. On page 
46, at the top, I find that of manufactures of iron not otherwise pro- 
vided for the amount brought in was $3,158,199.96, and the duties 
collected were $1,105,369.99; and yet that item is increased from 35 up 








to 45 per cent., which under pretense of reducing it is an enormous in- 
crease of the duties upon all these enumerated articles; and to make 
sure that nothing escapes, the general drag-net of this section is spread, 
and every compound and every conceivable thing and everything where 
it is doubtful to the collector or anybody who has to decide where it 
should be placed is by this sweeping clause ordered to be put at the 
highest rate. 

Mr. VANCE. I was about to ask theSenatorthat very thing. Sup- 
pose there was some article the principal part of which was iron and 
perhaps one-sixteenth of it of copper, under this provision of the bill would 
not that be taxable as copper? 

Mr. BECK. I think it would have to pay the highest duty if there 
was any doubt about it. 

Mr. VANCE. So that if there was an article made of ten threads of 
cotton and one thread of silk it would be taxable as silk. 

Mr. BECK. Under the law passed some time ago in order to reach 
that very class of cases where there were cotton goods with a little silk 
ribbon around the edge, the law was so made that wherever 25 per cent. 
of the value was silk it should be all taxed as silk, when cotton was 
worth 10 cents a pound and silk was worth three to four dollars a 
pound, and it would take more than a ribbon around the edge to re- 
quire it all to be taxed as silk. 

Again, referring to the schedules in the bill, take glass not specially 
enumerated, now paying 40 per cent., that is made by the present com- 
mittee’s bill 45 per cent., and see how that operates. ‘‘ Manufactures 
of glass not otherwise provided for ’’ were imported in 1882 to the value 
of $1,654,547.87, paying a duty of $661.819.14 under the 40 per cent. 
clause. The committee propose to increase it to 45. And so I believe 
the increase runs through all the schedules, though I have not exam- 
ined them all with care. 

These are enough to illustrate how delusive all hope of reduction will 
prove. Wherever there has been a change in classification or enumera- 
tion it has been upon some great important article which produces large 
revenue, like the unenumerated items, each change putting them up 
5, 10, or 20 per cent. because they are the things that are imported 
more largely, and thus increase taxes instead of reducing them, and 
increasing more largely than would be ventured upon in any detailed 
branch of the same industries. Then this great drag-net is to be ex- 
tended even beyond what it is now, so as to prevent the possibility of 
anything coming in for fear that somebody will discover something, 
tind out somewhere in some part of the habitable globe where our cot- 
ton, petroleum, and wheat, as the Senator from Vermont said, are now 
going to, feed, light, and clothe half the civilized world, which they can 
swap their goods for. When they strike people who have no money 
and want to swap something that has never been heard of in Vermont 
or elsewhere, then a higher rate of duty is imposed than is even imposed 
by the present tariff; and if it is a mixture of things that is unknown, 
it is proposed to make it pay the highest rate of some high-taxed thing 
that it resembles, then some infant industry will spring up and either 
keep it out or pocket all the profit in order to protect the newly discov- 
ered infant. 

Mr. MORRILL. Mr. President, if we are to discuss upon every item 
of this bill the iron question, and the cotton question, and the silk 
question, we do not present a very probable opportunity of reaching the 
end of this bill before the end of the session. 

Now, in relation to the subject that was discussed by the Senator from 
Alabama. I think that he was unnecessarily eloquent on the subject. 
There is a new proposition here, but the tirst part of the section, I think, 
if the Senator from Alabama understands it, he will not object to. In 
the progress of manufactures it is often a fashion of the trade for an ar- 
ticle to change its name. Should the same article come in with only a 
change of name at any less duty than has been imposed upon it specifi- 
cally ? Take chemical articles. There are a great many varieties, for 
instance, of soda. If it is only slightly changed, it bears one name or 
another. In order to prevent the possibility of any confusion in the 
administration of the law the first part of this amendment, from line 
135 to line 137, is certainly necessary: 

If two or more rates of duty should be applicable to any imported artiole, it 
shall be classified for duty under the highest of such rates. 

That is merely to keep the list stable, so that the duty on an article 
shall not be changed bya mere change of name. The other part I think 
myself is a subject of some criticism, and so far as I am concerned I 
would not care if the last part were stricken out: 

And in all cases of doubt as to the classification for duty of an imported article, 
such article shall be classified at the highest rate of duty. 

Of course that was put in by the Tariff Commission with the purpose 
of avoiding any dispute or losses on disputed articles; but I hardly think 
it would accomplish the purpose, and so far as I am concerned, if the 
Senator shall make a motion to strike out that, I will not object. . 

Mr. GARLAND. Before the Senator from Vermont takes his seat I 
should like to ask him if the proviso commencing in line 140, going to 
line 144, is not an innovation also? Then in addition to that, if such 
would not be the law without it under the principle stated by the Sen- 
ator from Alabama so clearly that we do not extend by construction 
tax laws, everything that is not taxed of course goes upon the free-list 
or is not brought into the tax-list. 
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Mr. MORRILL. It might come under a general clause that some | pecially of that odious part of it which gives to the offer classifving the 
articles would be subject to duty, but I will say to the Senator from | tariff the right to discriminate in his own mind and resolve the doubt 


Arkansas that this proviso was intended to do precisely, or almost pre- 
cisely, for the free-list what was done for the dutiable-list; that is to 
say, it was to enlarge the free-list in any such cases. 

Mr. VANCE. I beg to remind the Senator if it was his intention to 
give the free-list the same chance that he gave the dutiable-list he has 
missed it. The dutiable-list clause says, in the alternative that articles 
which bear similitude either in material, or quality, or texture, or in the 
use to which they may be applied, &c., shall be dutiable. The proviso 
in favor of the free-list says: 

Provided, That non-enumerated articles similar in material, and quality, and 
texture, and the use to which they may be applied, toarticles on the free-list, and 
in the manufacture of which no dutiable materials are used, shall be free. 

In the case of an article to make it bear a similitude to the free-list 
and thus escape taxation, it has to have the similarity in material, and 
in quality, and in texture, and in the use to which it is applied, whereas 
it may be brought up to the shambles of taxation by either one of the 
similitudes mentioned in favor of the dutiable-list. 

Mr. BECK. I desire only to say, in answer to the suggestion made 
by the Senator from Vermont that there will be great difficulty in pro- 
gressing with this bill if cotton, iron, and the other schedules are to be 
mentioned when it does not meet his approval, that however offensive 
my suggestions in regard to these schedules may be to him when we 
are dealing with the subject of taxing to the highest possible rate unenu- 
merated articles, and when the facts are that the unenumerated articles 
all through the schedules as to iron, wool, cotton, and, I believe, every- 
thing else are increased by the action of the committee of which the 
Senator is chairman, I, as a Senator and member of the committee, in- 





against the tax-payer. 

Now, as to the method of discussing this bill; the Senator trom Ver 
mont has been very familiar with this question for many, many years; 
he is said to be the author of various of the tariffs under which this 
country has been conducted, and he has a facility for understanding 
these questions from his long observation and experience that perhaps 
some other Senators here do not possess. More than that, he has had 
this bill under his care and eye, as chairman of tlie Committee on Fi- 
nance, during a larger part of the last session of Congress and during 
all the part of this session of Congress that has passed. The discussions 
which have gone on in committee have not been embodied in a report 
and laid before the Senate, and we do not understand by intuition all 
the reasons that may have operated upon the sagacious minds of the hon- 
orable Senators of that committee or the majority of them, that induced 
them to present a bill of the character which is here, and when we come 
across startling propositions in the body of this bill, he must exeuse us 
if in our ignorance we dare to ask a question or dare to make a com- 
ment. No tariff bill can pass this body without its having been made 
plain to the membership of the body that it isa measure which will 
benefit the people of this country, and I confess that looking, as I have 
remarked, at the ear-marks of this bill I treat every section of it with 
suspicion. 

I regret to have this to say, and I do not say it with a view to cast any 
reproach upon the honorable committee or upon the Tariff Commission; 
but such is the eagerness of the demand to adhere to the heavy imposi- 
tions that have been made upon the industries of this country, the true 
industries of this question, the productive industries of the country for 


tend to tell the Senate what has been done and to exhibit all the facts | years and years in the past, and there is such an exemplification of a 
to the Senate so that Senators may understand it, whether he is pro- | desire in this bill todo it sometimes by artifice and deception and some 


gressing as rapidly with his bill as he likes, or not. I desire to say once 


times by a bold attack, that I, for one, must be excused if I call in 


for all that this bill shall not pass without the truth being told as to the | question the different propositions in this bill seriafim and ask an ex- 


increased duty in these schedules, nor shall there be any misunderstand- 
ing as to the facts as long as I am a member of that committee; and I 
do not desire to have it thrown in my face because I tell the Senate 
that the committee have put up unenumerated articles of cotton 10 per 
cent., and iron 15 per cent., and on glass, and so on, and that they are 


schedules bringing the largest amounts of revenue now, that it isan em- | 


barrassment to have these facts told, and that it is delaying the bill. I 
propose to let the Senate and the country know that instead of dimin- 
ishing taxation this committee, by increasing the rate of taxation on 
unenumerated articles, that as I have shown pay large revenues, are in 
fact increasing the burden of taxation by millions of dollars, instead of 
reducing it, as they profess to be doing. And when we are told as we 
were yesterday in an elaborate speech that the country was getting the 
benefit of forty-odd millions reduction, there is not a member of the 
committee who can lay his hand on theschedulesand examine the amount 
of importations with the increase made in unenumerated articles and 
the changes of classifications who will be able to verify that statement, 
in my opinion, and I think I will be sustained by the time it is fully 
examined. 

I do not propose to take unnecessary time, but I am not going to be 
hectored or scolded because I venture to tell what I think the Senate 
ought to know. 

Mr. MORGAN. I do not quite take the point suggested by the Sena- 
tor from Vermont that there might be a change in the name of an arti- 
cle which would expose it to being charged with taxation under either 
of two rates. I can not comprehend how that could be, for a change of 
name of an article does not change its substance, and so far as I have 
looked through this tariff bill I believe that everything in it is taxed 
by a description which everybody understands, a description of its sub- 
stance and its characteristics, and I fear that the Senator’s explanation 
is not sufficient upon that propositien. It certainly is not sufficient as 
suggestive of a difficulty in the way of taxation to cause us to adopt a 
rule so broad and so sweeping as that which he insists upon here now. 

The language of this bill if it becomes a statute is, ‘‘if two or more 
rates of duties should be applicable to any imported article,’’ not in con- 
sequence of a change of the name, and not because of a doubt under 
which of the rates it should be classified, but if two rates of duty shall 
actually become applicable, then it is to be resolved by the party who 
makes the classification in favor of the classification which carries the 

ighest rate. 

t seems to me that the argument of the Senator from Vermont does 
not meet the case. His explanation that there may be a possibility that 
bya change of name of an article itself there might be a loss of duty 
does not give a sufficient justification for this new, this broad, this sweep- 
ing legislation, legislation that is characterized by an abuse of the prin- 
ciples which have always controlled the Government in all its depart- 
ments, both in imposing taxation and in adjudicating the meaning of 
tax laws. 

I therefore can not withdraw my proposition to have a separate vote 
upon this last clause; and I take occasion to say that I do not know that 
there is a necessity for changing the law as it stands on the statute-book 
and as the Senator says it has stood for so many years, but there can be 
no reasonable necessity for the introduction of this new feature, and es- 





| 
| 





| section, as it now stands in cases of doubt. 








planation, that the country may be satisfied that the Senate is not sleep 
ing upon their rights, negligently treating and abusing the powers that 
they confer upon us, but that we are trying to relieve them from bur 
dens under which they have groaned, as I believe unnecessarily and 
unjustly, for a great number of years. 

Mr. COKE. Mr. President, if in order, I desire to propose two verbal 
amendments to the section under consideration. In line 132 I move to 
strike out the word ‘*‘highest’’ and insert in place of it ‘‘lowest;’’ and 
in line 134 to strike out the word ‘‘highest’’ and insert the word ‘‘low- 
est,’’ inlieu ofit. If in order, I would continue the amendment of that 
section by striking out the word “‘ highest,’’ in line 137, and inserting 
the word ‘‘lowest;’’ and the same amendment, in line 140, striking out 
‘highest’? and inserting ‘‘lowest.’’ The result of these amendments, 
if adopted, would be to tix the lowest rate of duty to imported articles 
that are embraced in the tariff lists, instead of the highestas fixed by the 
I submit the amendments. 

Mr. CALL. I wish to suggest that there seems to be a very indetfi 
nite and unmeaning application of terms in this section. The section 
provides that every non-enumerated article which bears a similitude 
in material, quality, or texture shall bear the highest rate of duty of 
the article to which it bears such similitude. Similitude in quality, 
material, or texture can not be any reasonable ground of taxation. It 
is not identity of use; it is not similitude of use, and it is no intelli- 
gent ground of action. The article may be of one value or another; it 
may be the fourth, the tenth, or the hundredth part of the value of that 
article to which it bears some degree of similitude, however remote. | 
submit that the language should be amended so as to convey some defi- 
nite idea. Certainly there would be some reason to say that a non 
enumerated article which bore a similitude and identity in material, 
quality, or texture and in the use to which it was applied, should bear 
the same rate of duty with another; but certainly none in saying that 
it should bear the highest rate of duty of some other article to which 
it bore some similitude either of material or quality or texture. I sub- 
mit that certainly the section is objectionable in its language 

Mr. MAXEY. I will say but one word in support of the amendment 
sroposed by my colleague to strike out the word ‘‘highest’’ and insert 
‘*lowest.’? The practical effect of that would be simply that where 
there is a doubt as to the classification, that doubt shall be resolved in 
favor of the consumer, in favor of the tax-payer. As I suggested to the 
Senator from Alabama, tax laws, as I have always understood them, are 
strictly construed; and yet this is directly the reverse of the universal 
doctrine in regard to tax laws, that where there is a doubt the doubt 
shall be resolved against the tax-payer. That is the effect of the word 
“highest.’’ Putting in the word ‘‘ lowest’’ makes it, in my judgment, 
just right, what it ought to be. If there is any doubt about it it does 
not leave the Secretary of the Treasury or any of his subordinates to 
determine that doubt at all; but we say to him mandatorily by statute, 
‘If there be adoubt in your mind as to what schedule an article should 
be under, that doubt must be resolved in favor of the tax-payer, the 
consumer.’’ 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The question is on the amendment 
of the Senator from Texas [Mr. Coke], to strike out the word “‘high- 
est,’’ in lines 132, 134, 137, and 140, and insert ‘* lowest.’’ 
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Mr. MORRILL. I ask for the yeas and nays. 

The yeas and nays were ordered, and the Principal Legislative Clerk 
proceeded to call the roll. 

Mr. GROVER (when his name was called). I state for the day that 
[am paired with the Senator from Nebraska [Mr. VAN Wyck]. If 
he were present, I should vote ‘* yea.”’ 

Mr. WILLIAMS. He would vote with you. 

Mr. GROVER. Then I vote “* yea.” 

Mr. JACKSON (when Mr. HARRIS’s name was called). My colleague 
[Mr. Harris], who is necessarily absent, is paired generally with the 
Senator from Kansas [Mr. INGALLS]. If my colleague were present, 
he would vote ‘‘ yea.’’ I make the general announcement for the day 
of that pair. 

Mr. WILLIAMS (when his name was called). 
Senator from Nebraska [Mr. SAUNDERS]. 

The roll-call was concluded. 

Mr. BLAIR. On this question I am paired with the Senator from 
Florida [Mr. JONES]. 

Mr. ALLISON. Iam paired with the Senator from Delaware [Mr. 
BAYARD]. Ido not know how he would vote upon this question, and 
I shall refrain from voting. I should vote ‘‘nay’’ myself. 

The result was announced—yeas 26, nays 25; as follows: 


I am paired with the 


YEAS—26. 
Barrow, Farley, Jonas, Slater, 
Beck, Garland, Lamar, Vance, 
Butler George, Maxey, Vest, 
Call, Groome, Morgan, Voorhees, 
Camden, Grover, Pugh, Walker. 
Oockrell, Hampton, Ransom, 
Coke, Jackson, Saulsbury, 

NAYS—25. 
Aldrich, Frye, MeDill, Rollins, 
Anthony, Hale, MeMillan, Sawyer, 
Cameron of Wis., Harrison, Miller of Cal., Sewell, 
Chilcott, Hill, Miller of N. Y., Sherman. 
Conger, Hoar, Morrill, 
Dawes, Lapham, Platt, 
Edmunds, Logan, Plumb, 

ABSENT—25. 

Allison, Fair, Jones of Florida, Saunders, 
Bayard, Ferry, Jones of Nevada, Van Wyck, 
Blair, Gorman, Kellogg, Williams, 
Brown, Harris, McPherson, Windom, 
Cameron of Pa., Hawley, Mahone, 
Davis of Ill., Ingalls, Mitchell, 
Davis of W. Va., Johnston, Pendleton, 


So the amendment to the amendment was agreed to. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Senator from Alabama asked for 
a division of the question on the adoption of the section. 

Mr. GARLAND. Perhaps now he will not insist on the motion, as 
the section has been amended. The Senator who asked for a division 
I see is not here. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Unless there be objection, the Chair 
will put the question as to the adoption of the section as amended. 

Mr. VANCE. I withdraw my motion to strike out. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Does the Senator from Alabama in- 
sist on a division of the question as to the adoption of the section ? 

Mr. MORGAN. I withdraw the request, since the section has been 
amended. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The question is on the adoption of 
the amendment proposed as section 2500 of the Revised Statutes as 
amended on the motion of the Senator from Texas [Mr. Coker]. 

The amendment as amended was agreed to. 

The next amendment of the Committee on Finance was read, as fol- 
lows: 

Spe, 2501. Upon the reimportation of articles once composted of the growth, 
presen, or manufacture of the United States, upon which no internal tax has 
xeen assessed or paid, or upon which such tax has been paid and refunded by al- 
lowance or drawback, there shall be levied, collected, and paid a duty equal to 
the tax imposed by the internal-revenue laws upon such articles. 

The amendment was agreed to. 

The next amendment was read, as follows: 

Spo, 2602. A discriminating duty of 10 per cent. ad valorem, in addition to the 
duties imposed by law, shall be levied, collected, and paid on all goods, wares, 
and merchandise -which shall be imported on vessels not of the United States; 
but this discrimincting duty shall not apply to 8, wares, and merchandise 
which shall be imported in vessels not of the United States, entitled, by treaty or 
any act of Congress, to be entered in the ports of the United States on paymentof 
the same duties as shall then be paid on goods, wares, and merchandise imported 
in vessels of the United States. 

The amendment was agreed +o. 

The next amendment was read, as follows: 

Src, 2503. There shall be levied, collected, and paid upon all articles imported 
from foreign countries, and mentioned in the schedules herein contained, the 
rates of duty which are by the schedules respectively prescribed, namely : 

ScHEDULE A.—CHEMICAL PRopUCTS, 

Glue, 20 per cent. ad valorem. 

Mr. COKE. I move tostrike out ‘‘ twenty ’’ and insert ‘‘ ten;"’ soas 
to read: 

Glue, 10 per cent, ad valorem. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The question is on the amendment of 


Mr. MORRILL. I hope that will not be done. The rate fixed by 
the committee is a low rate of duty, and it is an article that consumes 
a great quantity of our own products, the hoofs and horns of cattle. 
Mr. COKE asked for the yeas and nays, and they were ordered. 

Mr. SHERMAN. The present rate of duty imposed by law, and it 
has been the rate for a long time, is 20 per cent. on an article which 
comes into direct competition largely with matters produced in Texas 
as much as anywhere else. It seems to me this ought not to be done. 
No suggestion of the kind has ever been made by mortal man to reduce 
this duty from what it is now. This bill simply preserves the old rate 
of 20 per cent., which is almost the lowest ad valorem rate in the tables. 
If this amendment is to prevail, as a matter of course it amounts to a 
reduction of one-half of all the duty; and no article can bear this duty 
better than the article of glue. There is already imported into the 
country an enormous quantity. There is imported at the present rate 
of duty, 20 per cent., 3,758,000 pounds. It seems to me, unless some 
reason can be given for it, it would be an unwise act to reduce the duty 
on this article about which there is no complaint. 

The Principal Legislative Clerk proceeded to call the roll. 

Mr. FARLEY (when his name was called). I was paired with th¢ 
Senator from Michigan [Mr. FERRY] and the Senator from Kansas 
[Mr. INGALLS] was paired with the Senator from Tennessee [ Mr. Har- 
RIS]. We have transferred the pair with the Senator from Michigan 
to the Senator from Tennessee. I therefore vote ‘‘yea.’’ 

Mr. WILLIAMS (when his name was called). I am paired with the 
Senator from Nebraska [Mr. SAUNDERS]. 

Mr. ALLISON. I am paired on all questions proper for a pair with 
the Senator from Delaware [Mr. BAYARD]. I do not know whether | 
ought to vote on this question or not. I will submit to my friend the 
Senator from West Virginia. 

Mr. DAVIS, of West Virginia. Perhaps it would be well for me to 
state that the Senator from Delaware [Mr. BAYARD] is necessarily ab- 
sent, and has been for a week ortendays. I happened to be present when 
the Senator from Iowa and the Senator from Delaware paired. It was 
generally on all political subjects and on all other subjects on which | 
should think they would differ, as it was supposed I would probably 
know the views of the Senator from Delaware. I do not know his 
views on this particular question; but I think the Senator from Iowa 
may vote with propriety on this amendment. There are some articles 
here that the Senator ought not to vote upon, in my judgment. 

Mr. ALLISON. Very well, I will take the liberty of voting ‘‘nay.’’ 

Mr. BLAIR (when his name was called). On this question I am 
paired with the Senator from Florida [Mr. JoNEs]. 

Mr. DAVIS, of West Virginia (when his name was called). I am 
paired with the Senator from Minnesota [Mr. WINDOM.] Heis not in 
the building and I refrain from voting. 

Mr. McMILLAN. My ciitannn, tile. Winpom], I can assure the 
Senator, would vote ‘‘ nay ’’ on this question. 

The roll-call was concluded. 

Mr. VOORHEES. This is one of the items in this bill that were 
passed in committee without objection. There was no reason there given 
for this proposed reduction by any member of the committee, so far as 
I &now, and there has been no reason given now on the floor why the 
work of the committee should be thus changed. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The result has not yet been an- 
nounced. 

Mr. VOORHEES. _I desire to say in addition to what I have already 
said simply this: I stand ready to vote for all proper reductions of taxa- 
tion; but upon matters that were agreed upon in committee, without 
any argument or showing on the floor of the Senate why they ought to 
be changed, I think in good faith and fairmess to the committee of which 
I am a member, I ought to vote for the bill as reported. Therefore | 
shall vote ‘‘nay.’’ 

Mr. DAVIS, of West Virginia. The Senator from Minnesota [Mr 
MCMILLAN] the colleague of Mr. W1INDOoM says that he, if present 
would vote ‘‘nay.’’ Thatismy vote. I vote ‘‘nay.’’ 

The result was announced—yeas 24, nays 33; as follows: 


YEAS—A4. 
Barrow, Coke, Jackson, Pugh, 

. Farley, Jonas, Ransom, 
Brown, Garland, Lamar, Slater, 
Butler, George, Maxey, Vance, 
Call, Grover, Morgan, Vest, 
Camden, Hampton, Pendleton, Walker. 

NAYS—33. 
Aldrich, Frye, Lapham, Plumb, 
Allison, Gorman, Logan, Rollins, 
Anthony, Hale, MeDill, Sawyer, 
Cameron of Wis., Harrison, MeMillan, Sewell, 
Chilcott, Hawley, Mahone, Sherman, 
Conger, Hill, Miller of Cal., Voorhees. 
Davisof W. Va., Hoar, Miller of N. Y., 
Dawes, Jones of Nevada, Morrill, 
Edmunds, Kellogg, Platt, 

ABSENT—19. 

Bayard, Fair, Johnston, Saunders, 
Blair, Ferry, Jones of Florida, Van Wyck, 
Cameron of Pa., Groome, McPherson, Williams, 
Cockrell, Harris, Mitchell, Windom. 
Davis of IIL, Ingalls, Saulsbury, 





the Senator from Texas to the amendment of the Committee on Finance. 


So the amendment to the amendment was rejected. 
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The PRESIDING OFFICER. Will the Senate agree to line 169, be- | 
ing the item as to glue, or is it the desire of the Senate that the ques- | 
tion shall be put on each of the items separately ? { 

Mr. MORRILL. Oh, no. 

Mr. SHERMAN. Let each item be considered as agreed to when 
read, unless there be objection. ' : 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The line will be considered as adopted. 
The next line will be read. 

Line 170 was read, as follows: 

Beeswax, 20 per cent. ad valorem. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. It isadopted unless there be objection. 

Lines 171 and 172 were read, as follows: 

Gelatine and all similar preparations, 30 per cent. ad valorem. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The amendment is adopted, no objec- 
tion being made. 

Line 173 was read, as follows: 

Glycerine, crude, 2 cents per pound, 

Mr. ALDRICH. I offer the following amendment, to come in after 
the word ‘‘crude,’’ to describe crude glycerine, to make a distinction 
between crude and refined: 

Brown or yellow, of the specific gravity of 1.25 at a temperature of 60° Fah- 
renheit, not purified by refining or distilling. 

Mr. COCKRELL. What is the object of that amendment? 

Mr. BECK. I should like to have some explanation of it. I donot 
quite agree with some suggestions of the committee that we are to vote 
for everything that was passed there, when we do not know what one- 
half of the things are. 

Mr. VOORHEES. The Senator from Kentucky will not be allowed 
to place me in any wrong position about this matter as to voting for 
what was agreed on in committee. 1 shall have to restate what I said. 
I stand ready to vote for any amendment to this bill for which reason 
is shown; but where the committee has specially considered an item 
and passed upon it, and no dissent was expressed either by the Senator 
from Kentucky or myself or anybody else, when then a Senator pro- 
poses an amendment here and gives no reason at all why it should be 
sustained I shall feel at liberty to vote against it. I think it is fair to 
the committee to do so; and if any other course is pursued we might as 
well abandon our attempt to pass this bill. In other words, if a slash- 
ing system of amendments for which no special reason can be given, no 
argument made, except simply that it is a reduction, is to be pursued, 
then we are not legislating with our eyes open. 

What I have meant to convey here, and I repeat again to the Senator 
from Kentucky, is simply this: What was agreed upon by the commit- 
tee of course is not binding upon anybody, but it will be binding upon 
me unless valid reasons can be given by the person proposing an amend- 
ment why such an amendment should be made. 

Mr. BECK. I do not know why this suggestion is now made by the 
Senator from Rhode Island [Mr. ALDRICH]. As far as I know it was 
never mentioned in committee. I did not hear it, and I think I was 
there all the time. It may be avery good amendment; it may be one | 
would vote for. But I rose merely toask him to tell us what it meant. 
As to the suggestion of the Senator from Indiana about bad faith to the 
committee in voting against anything, if that was the meaning of his 
remark, I mean simply to say that I am going to endeavor to reduce 
the present tariff wherever I can in the interest of the consumer. I do 
not understand that I am committed to the action of the committee in 
any regard or that any member of it is, or that any question of bad | 
faith is involved in endeavoring to reduce taxation, and when a propo- 
sition is made to reduce it I will vote for it if I think it in the interest 
of the public. 

There are very many things, especially in this list of chemicalsin this 
first schedule, that ought to be reduced much below what the commit- 
tee have seen fit to putthem at,in my Opinion. In other words, I be- 
lieve that if we ever propose to have cheap goods we must give to the men 
who make these goods reasonably cheap raw material out of which to 
make them, and that we shall never obtain any considerable portion of 
the trade of the world for our cottons, woolens, oriron, or anything else, 
if we are going to tax up to the present standard each item that enters 
into the manufactures that we expect the producers of them to sell at 
reasonable prices. 

We shall come to aniline dyes in a short time, which all the cotton 
manufacturers desire, although there may be some people who want to 
get a little wore for some of their little industries who object to any 
rate of duty being put down so as to prevent getting cheap dyes to 
make cheap goods. I propose to vote to reduce them where I reason- 
ably can. 

When the Senator from Rhode I:!and seeks to make this modification 
of one of these items, 1 want to know what it is. If it is in the in- 
terest of cheap raw material, to reduce the cost of standard manufact- 
ured articles in the country, unless somebody is to be very seriously 
hurt by it I propose to aid in cheapening these things, and I suppose 
we can all vote as we desire, without anybody having any particular re- 
flection cast upon him for the opinion he entertains. 

Mr. VOORHEES. A single word I want to say to the Senator from | 
Kentucky. His desire to reduce taxation is not greater than mine. | 








What I meant to say and what I restate is this: He and I are both 
members of the Committee on Finance. We have been parties to th 
work that is brought before the Senate. This is a long and extensive 


| bill. I said a while ago that I stood ready to improve the bill wher- 


ever I could upon anybody’s motion here; but where amatter had been 
allowed to pass by him or by myself or by anybody else in the com 

mittee without a reason given there, I must hear at least a reason given 
here before I will vote for a change simply because it is called a reduc 

tion. That is all I said. 

Mr. ALDRICH. The distinction between crude and retined glycerine 
is a new classification in this bill. Under the present law the duty on 
glycerine of all kinds is fixed at 30 per cent. ad valorem. 

Mr. BUTLER. I can not hear a word of what the Senator says. 

Mr. COCKRELL. Nobody else can hear. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Senste will come to order; ther 
is too much conversation in the Senate; Senators will take their seats 
and suspend conversation. 

Mr. ALDRICH. I had stated that thedistinction between crude and 
refined glycerine in this bill is a new classification. Under existing laws 
glycerine of all kinds pays a duty of 30 per cent. ad valorem. Owing 
to a difficulty in distinguishing the value and to frauds in underval- 
uation, it was thought best to fix it at a specitic rate, and as crude glye- 
erine is worth about 16 cents a pound and refined glycerine is worth 
from 30 to 50 cents a pound, it would be manifestly unfair to tix them 
at the same rate per pound. Therefore the commission fixed crude glye- 
erine at 2 cents per pound and the refined at 5 cents per pound, a re- 
duction of both rates; but it is supposed by our chemists and experts 
that it will be difficult for customs officers with this description alone 
to distinguish between crude and refined glycerine. Therefore it is 
necessary to describe what shall be considered crude glycerine, and the 
amendment which I have offered is merely a description of crude glyc 
erine as well understood by chemists and by merchants dealing in the 
article. 

Mr. BUTLER. Let the amendment be read. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The amendment will be read. 

The ACTING SECRETARY. In line 173, page 14, after the word 
‘crude,’’ it is proposed to insert: 


Brown or yellow, of the specific gravity of 1.25 at a temperature of 60° Fah 
renheit, not purified by refining or distilling 

Mr. DAWES. Suppose there should come in an article of crude 
glycerine that had not precisely that specitic gravity, where would it go ? 

Mr. ALDRICH. If it was less than that specific gravity it would 
come in as crude glycerine. 

Mr. DAWES. I did not hear the words 
‘or less’’ there? 

The Acting Secretary read the amendment. 

Mr. ALDRICH. The words “‘or less’’ should be there. I thought 
they were there. They should be after the word ‘‘ hundredths.”’ 

Mr. VANCE. May IL ask the author of that amendment what effect 
it will have upon the duty ? 

Mr. ALDRICH. The bill reduces the duty on both classes of glyc 
erine from the present rate. The amendment will have no effect what- 
ever except to describe the difference between crude and refined glyc 
erine. 

Mr. COCKRELL. I should like the Senator from Rhode Island to 
explain this. Under the old law the duty is 30 per cent. 

Mr. ALDRICH. Thirty per cent. ad valorem. 

Mr. COCKRELL. What per cent will 2 cents per pound on crude 
and 5 cents per pound refined be? 

Mr. ALDRICH. ‘The price of crude glycerine is about 16 cents pe: 
pound. ‘Two cents per pound will be, therefore, about 12 per cent 
The price of refined glycerine is from 30 to 50 cents. If it was an aver 
age of 40 cents, 5 cents a pound would be 125 per cent. The present 
rate is 30 per cent. ad valorem. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The question is on the amendment of 
the Senator from Rhode Island [Mr. ALprRici]. 

The amendment to the amendment was agreed to—ayes 34, noes not 
counted. 

The amendment as amended was agreed to. 

The next amendment was read, as follows 

Glycerine, refined, 5 cents per pound. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. 
made. 

Line 175 was read, as follows 


‘or less.”? Are the words 


“cc 


This is adopted, no object ion beit 


Phosphorus, 10 cents per pound 

The amendment was agreed to 

Lines 176, 177, and 178 were read, as tollows: 

Soap, hard and soft, all which are not otherwise specially enumerated or pro 
vided for in this act, and castile soap, 2 cents per pound. 

Mr. VANCE. Soap, sir, is the handmaiden of civilization; indeed 


may be said to be a religious element, inasmuch as it is promotive o 
that virtue which is akin to godliness. 

I am opposed to this present schedule regulating the duties upon that 
essential article, for I find that it makes a reduction on common or sott 
soap, such as was used in carrying the Indiana election, of a little 0. 
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14 per cent., while on the fancy toilet @nd perfumed soap it is 15 per 
cent., leaving the rate of duty to be 1.7 per cent. greater on common 
soap than it is on the toilet and fancy soap. I donot see any reason why 
that distinction is made against the article in common use, and there- 
fore I move to reduce the present rate on ‘‘soap, hard and solt,’’ the 
clause just read, by striking out ‘‘2 cents per pound”’ and inserting ‘20 
per cent. ad valorem.”’ 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The question is on the amendment 
of the Senator from North Carolina [Mr. VANCE]. 

Mr. MORRILL. I hope the Senator from North Carolina does not 
want this change. ‘This clause refers to the ordinary bar soap that is 
brought in here or castile soap, worth from 8 up to 25 cents per pound. 
I trust we shall not adopt the amendment. The bill is a large reduc- 
tion from the present duty, making it at least 15 per cent. less than it 
now stands. In answer to the suggestion of the Senator from North 
Carolina, that fancy soaps should bear a higher rate, let me call his at- 
tention to the fact that fancy soap is proposed to be put at 15 cents 


a pound. I trust, therefore, on consideration the Senate will not adopt | 


the amendment. 

Mr. VANCE. Although it is 15 cents a pound owing to the greater 
cost of the fancy soap, according to the enumeration of the Statistical 
Bureau it is 1.7 per cent. less ad valorem when reduced tothead valorem 
scale. 

Mr. MORRILL. Half as much as it is on the coarser kind of soap. 

Mr. VANCE. Very well; but will the Senatorbe pleased to give me 
a reason why the article in common use by the people of this country, 
rich and poor, especially the poor, should pay a greater per cent. ad 
valorem than that which is used only by the rich people of the country ? 
The one is 30 per cent. according to this schedule, and the other is 31.7. 

Mr. MORRILL. This article is made up from animal refuse and 
grease that comes from cattle and sheep and all manner of articles. I 
trust it will not be made an exception. 

Mr. PLUMB. I think the reason for this will be found in the fact 
that this is an industry which is carried on in a small way all over the 
country, especially in the interior portion of the country. Wherever 
this animal matter can be gathered together economically it is used for 
the manufacture of soap; and this amendment, by cutting down the 
duty, would strike more particularly at the smaller industries than it 
would at the larger, while the other classes of soap are not made to any 
extent in this country. 

Mr. VANCE. Twenty per cent., it seems to me, is enough, and Ido 
not think it the policy of the Government to increase the duty on these 
necessary articles which are in common use by everybody. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The question is on the amendment of 
the Senator from North Carolina [Mr. VANCE]. 

The question being put, there were on a division—ayes 26, noes 21. 

Mr. MORRILL. I ask for the yeas and nays. 

The yeas and nays were ordered; and the Principal Legislative Clerk 
proceeded to call the roll. 

Mr. JACKSON (when the name of Mr. HARRIS was called). The 
pair of my colleague [Mr. HARRIS] with the Senator from Kansas bir 
INGALLS} has been transferred to the Senator from Michigan [Mr. 
FERRY]. My colleague if present would vote ‘‘yea.’’ 

The roll-call was concluded. 

Mr. ALLISON (after having voted in the negative). I am paired 
with the Senator from Delaware [Mr. BAYARD], and on this question 
I withdraw my vote, as I see how the Senate is divided. 

Mr. DAVIS, of West Virginia. I think the Senator may vote with 
propriety. 

Mr. ALLISON. I withdraw my vote. 

Mr. RANSOM. Iam paired with the Senator from Wisconsin [Mr. 
SAWYER]. 

Mr. WILLIAMS. I am paired with the Senator from Nebraska [ Mr. 
SAUNDERS]. 

The result was announced—yeas 30, nays 29; as follows: 


YEAS—30. 

_ Barrow, Davis of W. Va., Jackson, Saulsbury, 
Beck, Farley, onas, Slater, 
Brown, Garland, Jones of Florida, Vance, 
Butler, George, Lamar, Vest, 
Call, Gorman, Maxey, Voor 
Camden, Groome, Morgan, Walker. 
Cockrell, Grover, Pendleton, 

Coke, Hampton, Pugh, 
NAYS—2. 

Aldrich, Frye, Lapham, Plumb, 
Anthony, Hal I x Rollins, 
Blair, Ha: 4 MeDill, Sewell, 
Cameron of Wis., Hawley, Mahone Sherman, 
Chilcott, Hoar, Miller of Cal., Windom. 
Conger, Ingalls, Miller of N. Y., 
Dawes, Jones of Nevada, Morrill, 
Edmunds, Kellogg, Platt, 

ABSENT—17. 
Allison, Ferry, McPherson, Van Wyck, 
Bayard, Harris, Mitchell, Williams, 
Cameron of Pa., Hill, m, 
Davis of IlL., Johnston, Saunders, 
Pair, MeMillan, Sawyer, 


So the amendment to the amendment was agreed to. 





The PRESIDING OFFICER. The question is on the item between 
lines 176 and 178 as amended. It will be considered agreed to unless 
objection be made. 

Mr. MORGAN. I desire to ask the Senator in charge of the bill 
whether there is any reason to be stated why the fancy soaps should be 
taxed at 15 cents a pound instead of 30 per cent. ad valorem, which is 
the estimated amount of the tax at 15 cents a pound. 

Mr. MORRILL. I suppose there are a great many varieties—prob- 
ably two hundred varieties of fancy soap. Some are worth more and 
some less. 

Mr. COCKRELL. Fifteen cents a pound is about 30 per cent. ad 
valorem. 

Mr. MORGAN. Soitis stated. I want to know the reason for mak- 
ing the change. 

Mr. VANCE. Is it in order to offer an amendment to the next item ? 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. It has not yet been read. 

The Acting Secretary read the item in lines 179 and 180, as follows: 

Fancy, perfumed, and all descriptions of toilet soap, 15 cents per pound. 

Mr. VANCE. I move to strike out “15 cents per pound”’ and sub- 
stitute ‘‘30 per cent. ad valorem.”’ 

Mr. SHERMAN. The consideration of this bill necessarily is a pro- 
longed one, especially if we are to go over all the items in this way. 
There are some three thousand items in the bill. One of the objects of 
the Tariff Commission was to simplify the mode of taxation, and the 
machinery has been greatly simplified. In other words, the object waa 
to make the duties, as far as practicable, specific instead of ad valorem. 
I believe that is a principle which has been concurred in by all parties. 
It is found that this article of soap varies from the cheapest quality, 
say 5 cents a pound, to soaps worth a dollar and morea pound. What- 
ever is done in regard to this matter it seems to me the duty ought to 
be specific; and if the Senate, at random or on close votes of 30 to 29, 
in the absence of many Senators, is to change these specific rates back 
to ad valorems, it seems to me we might as well abandon all attempt 
to pass this bill. This schedule has been agreed to as reported, and the 
committee have made scarce any changes to Schedule A, because there 
was no objection made by any person or trade to it. 

Mr. COCKRELL. Do I understand that the committee have mado 
no changes in the schedules reported by the Tariff Commission? 

Mr. SHERMAN. I did not say that. I say that on this Schedule A 
the committee have made scarce any changes; I do not now recal) any. 
According to my list we have made scarcely any, certainly very few. If 
we have made them they will be called to the attention of the Senate as 
they are reached. There were no complaints made in regard to the 
miscellaneous items embraced in Schedule A, and as far as practicable 
they have been reduced from an ad valorem or a compound duty to a 
specific duty. 

In regard to soaps, the matter seems rather frivolous, although the 
amount imported is enormous. In order to simplify the tariff it was 
proposed to make the duties specific instead of ad valorem. That is in 
the line of economy of administration, certainty of results, and avoids 
attempts at fraud. 

It seems to me the Senate ought not, if we are really in earnest in the 
attempt to pass this tariff bill, to make changes unless there is some 
good reason forthem. The duty in this case has been reduced nearly 
one-third on all articles of soaps, so that there is no objection to the re- 
duction of duty. Now, the question is, will the Senate by solemn vote 
change the classification from the specific duty which can be easily 
measured and applied by customs officers to a compound duty or to an 
ad valorem duty? The present duty on soaps is a compound duty and 
is very much objected to, and is a matter of serious trouble in the ad- 
ministration of the law. Hard and soft soaps under the present law 
are subject to a compound duty of 1 cent a pound and 30 per cent. ad 
valorem, while fancy soaps are put at 19 cents a pound and 25 per cent. 
ad valorem. The commission have reduced the amount of the duties 
to one-third on all classes, but they have made the duty specific on both 
classes so as to secure certainty. 

I have heard on the other side of this Chamber over and over again 
the old tariff denounced because it was complicated; because there were 
compound duties where there ought to be single duties; because there 
were ad valorem duties where there ought to be specific duties. If that 
is the case, why not correct it in this immaterial matter? By this close 
vote this whole plan is upset, and we fal] back upon ad valorem dutice 
on an article which, from its nature, must vary in value from 5 cents & 
pound to a dollar a pound, and perhaps higher than tha. 

Mr. SAULSPURY. Will the Senator allow me to ask him if there 
is not a difference in the value of these fancy soaps, if some are not 
much higher than others, and whether a specific duty upon the difler- 
ent kinds of soap would be just to all kinds? 

Mr. SHERMAN. You might as well attempt to classify whisky ac- 
cording to its value and make the internal-revenue tax depend upon 
the value of the whisky. The Kentucky Bourbon whisky is worth $5 
a gallon, while some other whisky is worth only 20 cents when manu- 
factured. Soap ranges through the gamut from 5 cents up to a dollar 
a pound. The certainty of the collection, the simplicity of the tariff 
depends upon simple rates, and so far as possible upon all objects a 
specific duty should be imposed if practicable. 
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Mr. COCKRELL. Are not the fine French and German soaps $4 or | aminers to ascertain that the invoices are correct. 


$5 a pound? 

Mr. SHERMAN. LI suppose not. 

Mr. COCKRELL. Do they not sell them at 40 to 60 cents a cake, 
and there is scarcely a quarter of a pound in a cake? 

Mr. SHERMAN. When you buy them you probably pay that, but 
when they are imported they are probably invoiced at 30 or 40 cents a 
pound. The table which is before the Senator, and which he can see 
without asking questions, shows the valuation of these soaps. There 
were 167,000 pounds of fancy soaps imported, and the value was $83,000, 
or about 50 cents a pound, according to the present law, and they have 
paid a duty of 10 cents a pound and 25 per cent. ad valorem. The com- 
mission have reduced that to a simple rate of 15 cents a pound. 

Mr. COCKRELL. I want to understand the Senator. He objects 
to this proposed amendment because it is an ad valorem duty. 

Mr. SHERMAN. Yes, sir. 

Mr. COCKRELL. Now, have not the committee themselves in many 
instances reported ad valorem duties? 

Mr. SHERMAN. In the tariff on woolens they have reported com- 
pound duties, and in some other articles, but as a rule wherever the 
article was subject fairly toa great variation of rate, and the ad va- 
lorem would make a very uncertain rate, they have wherever it is pos- 
sible adopted a specific duty. 

Mr. COCKRELL. I see that the very next item is an ad valorem on 
sponges, and then I go on down but a very short distance until I come 
to 10 per cent. and 20 per cent. and 10 per cent. and 10 per cent.—four 
articles ad valorem right together. 

Mr. SHERMAN. I suppose it would be difficult to measure sponges 
by weight, because the weightier they are the less valuable. 

Mr. COCKRELL. I suppose they do not differ any more in value 
than soaps. 

Mr. SHERMAN. I think they would. The very lightest sponge, 
the very smallest, might be the most valuable. 

Mr. COCKRELL. [have no disposition to reduce the tariff on these 
fine soaps, but I should like to make them pay in proportion to their 
value as nearly as I could, and therefore I sustain the amendment. 

Mr. MAXEY. Iask theSenator from Ohio if the practical result of 
the 15 cents specific duty per pound will not be prohibitory as to the 
lower grades of fancy soaps? 

Mr. SHERMAN. No, nearly all the soaps will be brought in under 
the preceding clause. 

Mr. VANCE. I desire to ask the Senator if the ad valorem duty of 
30 per cent., which is the equivalent of the specific duty here provided 
for, would not in fact yield more revenue? 

Mr SHERMAN. On the contrary, I would rather have the specific 
duty because that makes it easier and certain. How cana customs ofti- 
cer ascertain the value of a great variety of soaps coming in boxes, and 
compel them to be opened and inspected in order to grade them accord- 
ing to quality? 

Mr. VANCE. There isa way of ascertaining the value of those things, 
because in many cases where the commission in order to simplify the 
tariff have adopted specific duties they have adopted compound duties 
embracing the ad valorem duty and basing the specifics upon those ad 
valorem duties. Iam of the opinion, and I ask the Senator for informa- 
tion, that the greater amount of fancy soaps imported into this country 
being above the value of 15 cents per pound the ad valorem duty would 
yield more revenue to the Government. I really beg pardon for sup- 
posing the fact that the Government is entitled to anything under this 
bill. It is not the object of the bill, it is true, but then incidentally 
the Government might be entitled to some revenue where it did not 
conflict with the interest of some soap-boiler. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The question is on the amendment 
of the Senator from North Carolina [Mr. VANCE]. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. Let it be reported. 

The PRINCIPAL LEGISLATIVE CLERK. In line 179, after the word 
“‘soap,’’ it is proposed to strike out the words ‘‘15 cents per pound” 
and to insert ‘‘ 30 per cent. ad valorem;’’ so as to read: 

Fancy, perfumed, and all descriptions of toilet soap, 30 per cent. ad valorem. 

Mr. MORRILL. I ask for the yeas and nays on the amendment. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 

Mr. BECK. The proposition of the Senator from North Carolina does 
not change the rate of duty according to the last returns of the Govern- 
ment for the year 1882; 30 per cent. is the equivalent. Now, it is 
known that these fancy soaps vary all along the line. 

Mr. MORRILL. The Senator from Kentucky is mistaken. 
present duty is so much a pound and 25 per cent. ad valorem. 

Mr. BECK. I beg pardon; the Senator from Vermont will excuse 
me. I said the report of the Tariff Commission and the report of the 
Finance Committee making the duty 15 cents a pound is precisely equiv- 
alent, under the late collections, to 30 per cent. 

Mr. MORRILL. But the Senator from Kentucky must see that the 
great advantage of this is that these soaps coming here in paper boxes 
can hardly be examined each box by itself. Therefore there is a much 
greater simplicity in having all subject to the same rate of duty. 

Mr. BECK. The advantage on the other side is that they all come 
with invoices as to what their value is, and we have appraisers and ex- 
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It a soap worth 50 
cents a pound shall pay 15 cents a pound duty and soap worth a dollar 
a pound only pays 15 cents a pound duty the result would be, as the 
Senator from Missouri very well said, that it would exclude the lowe: 
grades of soaps and we should not get as much revenue on the whole as 
we would at 30 per cent., because all classes of soap coming in at 30 per 
cent. ad valorem, soap costing 50 cents, or 75 cents, or 100 cents would 
come in invoiced just as it does now and just as they always have done, 
but each would pay 30 per cent. ad valorem, and we should have im 
portations of all classes instead of excluding the lower grades. 

In regard to the ad valorem duties, if Senators will run through the 
iron schedule they will see steel ingots, valued above 5 cents and not 
above 9 cents per pound, 2} cents per pound; valued at above 9 cents 
per pound, 3} cents per pound. Then we come down to crucible cast- 
steel, valued above 3 cents and not above 5 cents per pound, 1) cents 
per pound; valued above 5 cents and not above 9 cents per pound, 2} 
vents per pound; valued above 9 cents per pound, 3 cents per pound. 
There are plenty of compound ad valorems reported by the committee 
in which it is far more difficult to ascertain the exact measure than soap 
which comes in paper boxes or any other boxes with its invoice along 
with it. , 

Mr. ALDRICH. This question presents the simple difference be- 
tween a specific and ad valorem duty on a list of articles embracing a 
thousand different varieties perhaps. It isa question whether the cus- 
toms officers of this country shall be called upon to determine the value 
of these thousand different articles of soap, or whether we shall have a 
specific duty easily computed, easily collected. In one case you have 
all the chance for frauds and undervaluation which have been the o 
casion of so much just criticism on the part of everybody in connection 
with the customs revenue, which would not be the case upon a simple 
duty of so much a pound. There can not be in the whole range of the 
tariff a plainer distinction between specific and ad valorem duties. 

Mr. HALE. Will the Senator from Rhode Island tell the Senate what 
articles or class of articles he thinks an ad valorem duty should be placed 
upon properly if not applied to such an article as this, that ranges in 
different valuation all the way from 10 cents per pound up to60 and 70 
cents and perhaps $1? Upon what kind of an article would you put an 
ad valorem duty if you did not upon just such an article as this? 

Mr. ALDRICH. Ifthe Senator from Maine will allow me, I have 
not said that there was a wide range of difference in the prices. I do 
not think there is a very wide range of difference in the prices of soap. 
There is an immense variety of kinds manufactured in various shapes 
and forms, and of all names and descriptions, some perfumed with one 
article and some with another. The range of prices of soap can not be 
very great; it must be I suppose somewhere from 50 cents to a dollar a 
pound. 

In answer to the Senator from Maine, I would say that I would never 
impose an ad valorem duty when a specific duty could be used. Inan 
article like sponges, that can neither be weighed nor measured, and of 
which you can give no accurate description, an ad valorem duty is nee- 
essary; but I believe that in framing a tariff we should never use an ad 
valorem duty when a specific duty can be used. 

Mr. HALE. I agree with the Senator from Rhode Island that wher- 
ever a specific duty can be properly placed it ought to be used in- 
stead of an ad valorem duty; but the reason why I asked the question 
which I did was that I supposed from the large range of different prices 
applied to foreign soaps as we buy them at retail, the same difference 
applied in the imported article when it comes here. About that I do 
not know, and I donot pretend to know. He, from having investigated 
this subject upon the committee, ought to know a great deal more about 
If he is correct, and there is not that range of values and 
prices when the article comes here, then.I agree with him that the duty 
ought to be specific; but if there is that range I think it ought to be ad 
valorem. 

Mr. DAWES. Is it not the fact about the fancy soaps that the value 
of the soap in the market depends entirely upon the facts of the case for 
the moment? There is no great difference in the actual cost of the in- 
gredients of fancy soap, but fancy soap of all kinds and styles comes into 
the market. One of them happens to hit the fashion or the taste and 
it wili command a price double or treble that of another, the intrinsic 
value of which is as great asit. Therefore, if you come to put a valua- 
tion on it in the custom-house before it comes into our market, the cus- 
tom-house appraiser must be all at sea. 

I think that may be a reason why such an article as this, which de- 
pends so much upon style, or fancy, or taste, can not be determined in 
the custom-house, because its price in the market to the consumer de- 
pends upon something that the appraiser in the custom-house does not 
know anything about. 

Mr. MORGAN. As the Senator from Rhode Island suggests, this 
question does bring up the advantage in the two systems of taxation, 
one of specific duties or compound duties and the other of ad valorem 
duties. What little of education I have on this subject has always in- 
clined me to the opinion that the fairest method of taxation is the ad 
valorem duty, for the reason that it gives the people the opportunity of 
enjoying the benefits of depression of prices in foreign markets which 
ought to carry down the prices in our own manufactured articles, as 
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it does upon produce, upon cotton, upon wool, and upon everything of | d 
the kind, and gives to them also other advantages in the fact that the | it. 


manufacturers of the article are kept in competition with foreign man- 
ufacturers. While they receive the benefit of the percentage of the 


ad valorem duty, whatever that may be, still it being an ad valorem | 


duty it keeps the manufacturers of this country constantly in compe- 
tition with those abroad. 

I concur with the Senator from Maine that in an article where there 
is such a variety of prices dependent upon the material of which it is 
composed, on the manner in which the odors are imparted to it, on the 
care and skill with which it is put up, packed, decorated, &c., the ap- 
plication of the ad valorem system is necessary and proper, and applies 
to this case as well, it seems to me, as to any other that could be named. 

Before this article was called in question, before any motion was 
made upon it, I asked the honorabie Senator from Ohio, and he made 
an explanation in reply to my question, as to the reason why a specific 
imstead of an ad volorem duty was put upon these articles, and he as- 
signed the reason that the variety was so great that it was almost im- 
possible to appraise the article. That is the very reason which has 
occurred to the Senator from Maine, and equally to myself, why the 
ad valorem duty ought to be applied and not the specific duty; for 
while prices vary so much, dependent upon the mere character or com- 
position of the manufacture, it seems to me that a stiff specific duty of 
so many cents per pound upon it is unjust to all classes concerned, those 
who use and those who manufacture perhaps. 

The bill abounds with provisions for ad valorem duties. In every 
schedule in the bill there are numerous provisions for ad valorem du- 
ties. The committee have not adhered to the idea that a specific duty 
was to be imposed upon importations every time that they could find 
an opportunity to do so, but for reasons which I have no doubt they 
will be entirely able to explain in the further examination of the de- 
tails of this bill, they have divided the different importations between 
specific and ad valorem duties, and sometimes it occurs to my unedu- 
cated and uninstructed mind that they have done it in a purely arbi- 
trary manner. Perhapsin that I am wrong, but they will have a fair 
opportunity as we go along for removing these difficulties from my 
mind and enlightening me on the subject if they see proper to do so, 
for I shall ask questions for information. 

I find on pages 110, 111, 112, 113, and 114 the most careful provisions 
that legislators could frame for the purpose of having the value of goods 
ascertained that are imported under an ad valorem tax. Since the 
foundation of this Government we have had similar regulations, per- 
haps the very identical regulations, I know not; but in running over 
this and in looking at the different guards that are put into the proposed 
statute to prevent the undervaluation of goods imported under an ad 
valorem tax it seems to me that wisdom could scarcely devise anything 
that was more complete than this system. Here are not only statutes 
very highly penal in their character, but here are oaths of consignees, 
importers, and agents; oaths of owners in cases where merchandise has 
been actually purchased; oaths of manufacturers or owners in cases 
where the merchandise has not been actually purchased, which are framed 
with so much care and particularity that a man would have to commit 
perjury in the most flagrant possible sense of the word to get any article 
imported into this country through the custom-house at an undervalua- 
tion. 

There are various inspections that may be resorted to; there are penal 
statutes for punishing men both for the act of importing at an under- 
valuation and of swearing falsely in these affidavits. These guards 
have always beeu sufficient. The guard is just as sufficient in that re- 
spect as it is in respect to the weight these commodities will bring upon 
the scales when they get into the hands of our own inspectors and 
weighers. If a package of soap comes into a custom-house and is put 
upon the scales to be weighed by the proper weigher of the Government 
you there encounter the danger of that man cheating by a conspiracy 
or combination with the importer or somebody else, and it is a far greater 
danger according to our own experience than that which we encounter 
when we trust to the honor of an importing merchant or the honor of a 
great manufacturer, or the honor of any other man en in extensive 
commercial pursuits who is put upon his oath to verify the original 
schedules of purchase, the invoice, and the actual values at the place 
trom which the goods started for their destination. 

Comparing the two systems together, that which decides upon the 
amount of the tax on acommodity by a test of weight, or a test of meas- 
urement, or a test of the fineness of the material, or a test of the num- 
ber of threads to the square inch, and all the length of that, isasystem 
more complex than the ad valorem system. More than that, it is one 
far more liable to abuse. I believe that the safest system for the reve- 
nues of the country that we can adopt is the ad valorem system, and that 
instead of rejecting that as a rule and adopting specific duties we ought 
on the contrary to reject specific duties as a rule and adopt the ad valo- 
rem system. 
better for all concerned, in my humble judgment. 

Mr. FRYE. Remember that when we strike sugar. 

Mr. MORGAN. 





I will remember it when we strike anything, for I | 


It is fairer for the people, safer for the Government, and | 


ustry in this country at the expense of another, if I know how to avoid 
I do not expect we shall get a perfect system; I dare say we shall 
not come anywhere near to it. At the sametime it is our duty that we 
should give all the different people of the United States, whether they 
are manufacturers, or whether they are producers, or whether they are 
neither, but simply consumers, an equally fair chance to enjoy the bene- 
fits of this system, if benefits result from it, and to share the burdens 
of it, as we know that burdens must result. 

I thought I would say this now, because the subject of ad valorem 
duties as contrasted with the subject of specific duties is for the first 
time upon this bill presented to the Senate. 

Mr. MAXEY. I asked the Senator from Ohio [Mr. SHERMAN] 
whether this specific duty of 15 cents a pound would not practically pro- 
hibit the importation of the lower grade of fancy soap. He thought 
not. Now, let us look at it fora moment. The manufacturer can sell 
a pound of soap at, say 60 cents. The foreign manufacturer can land 
that same article of soap at the custom-house at a cost of 47 cents per 
pound, but to get it through the custom-house he must pay 15 cents 
per pound. Forty-seven plus 15is equal to 62. The effect therefore is 
that this 15 cents per pound specific duty acts as a prohibitory tariff to 
any fancy soap that would only cost the American manufacturer 60 
cents a pound. So I think that it is the true and wise course to let the 
article pay exactly according to its value as it comes in. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Secretary will call the roll on 
Teno to the amendment of the Senator from North Carolina [Mr. 
VANCE}. 

The Principal Legislative Clerk proceeded to call the roll. 

Mr. PLATT (when the name of Mr. CAMERON, of Pennsylvania, was 
valled). The Senator from Pennsylvania [Mr. CAMERON] being com- 
pelled to leave the Senate Chamber to-day, asked me a little while be- 
fore he left to arrange a pair for him. I suggested to him that I hoped 
he would arrange the pair himself, and I supposed that he would do so; 
but—— 

Mr. JACKSON. I will state that he has made a pair with the Sena- 
tor from South Carolina [Mr. BUTLER]. 

Mr. PLATT. I arranged a pair with the Senator from South Caro- 
lina after the absence of the Senator from Pennsylvania, and I wished 
to inquire whether the Senator from Pennsylvania is paired with any 
other Senator, and if so, I shall pair with the Senator from South Carolina. 

Mr. JACKSON. The Senator from South Carolina requested me to 
state that he is paired with the Senator from Pennsylvania. 

Mr. PLATT. The Senator from Pennsylvania, then, is paired with 
the Senator from South Carolina. 

Mr. RANSOM (when his name was called). 
Senator from Wisconsin [Mr. SAWYER]. 

Mr. WILLIAMS (when his name was called). 
Senator from Nebraska [Mr. SAUNDERS]. 

The roll-call was concluded. 

Mr. SEWELL. I wish tostate that my colleague [Mr. MCPHERSON ] 
is absent and that I am paired with him generally, but that I believe 
he would vote on this item, as on others, for the report of the committee 
on the bill. I am therefore at liberty to vote. 

The result was announced—yeas 26, nays 29; as follows: 
YEAS—26, 
Jonas, 
Lamar, 
Maxey, 


Mo " 
Pendleton, 


Pugh, 

Saulsbury, 

NAYS—29. 
Lapham, 
McDiil, 
MeMillan, 


Iam paired with the 
I am paired with the 


Slater, 
Vance, 
Vest, 
Voorhees, 
Walker. 


Plumb, 
Rollins, 
Sewell, 
Sherman, 
Windom. 


Anthony, 

Blair, 

Cameron of Wis., 

Chilcott, Mahone, 

Conger, Ingalls, Miller of N. Y., 

Davis of Iil., Jones of Nevada, Morrill, 

Dawes, Kellogg, Platt, 

ABSENT—21. 
Jones of Florida, 
McPherson, 
Miller of Cal., 
Mitehell, 
Ransom, 
Saunders, 


Allison, Farley, 
Bayard, Ferry, 
Butler, Hale, 
Cameron of Pa., Harris, 
Davis of W. Va., Hoar, 
Fair, Johnston, 

So the amendment to the amendment was rejected. ‘ 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Thequestion recurs on agreeing to the 
amendment of the Committee on Finance to insert lines 179 and 180. 

The amendment was agreed to. 

The next amendment was read, as follows: 

Sponges, 20 per cent. ad valorem. 

The amendment was agreed to. 

The next amendment was read, as follows: 

Sumac, three-tenths of 1 cent per pound. 


Mr. MAHONE. It strikes me that there is a mistake in this item. 


Sawyer, 
Van Wyck, 
Williams. 


expect to strike sugar about as hard as the Senator from Maine does, | The extract of sumac, which is more largely imported, is worth five 
so far as that is concerned. I am not for the protection of any one in- | times as much as the ground, so that when both are put, as is proposed 
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by the bill, at three-tenths of 1 cent per pound, you about double the 
duty on the ground sumac at present prices, while you lower it on the 
extract fully 50 per cent. 

It seems to me to equalize the duty upon the two articles, sumac 

d and sumac extract, th’s clause ought to be amended so as to put 
the extract at 20 per cent. ad valorem. This is an important industry 
to three of the States, namely, Virginia, North Carolina, and Tennessee, 
and the value of the product produced in the United States is about 
$200,000. The value of the ground sumac at the present prices is from 
2 to 3 cents, and of the extract from 16 to 24 cents. 

I therefore move to amend by inserting, after the word ‘‘sumac,”’ in 
line 182, the word ‘‘ ground,’’ and by adding at the end of the sen- 
tence ‘‘ sumac extract, 20 per cent. ad valorem;’’ so as to read: 

Sumac, ground, three-tenths of 1 cent per pound; sumac, extract, 20 per cent- 
ad valorem. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The question is on agreeing to the 
amendment of the Senator from Virginia [Mr. MANoNnrE] to the amend- 
ment of the Committee on Finance. 

The amendment to the amendment was agreed to. 

The amendment as amended was agreed to. 

The next amendment of the Committee on Finance was read, as fol- 
lows: 

Acid, acetic, acetous, or pyroligneous acid, not exceeding specific gravity of 
1,047, 2cents per pound ; exceeding the specific gravity of 1.047, 10 cents per pound. 

Mr. INGALLS. The country, I think, will learn with some surprise 
that of the article named in the paragraph under consideration the im- 
portation last year reached the grand aggregate of two pounds, upon 
which the duty was 60 cents, and that under the proposed revision it is 
to be reduced so that the Income will probably not be in excess of 20 
cents! Such a reckless reduction of the revenue I think can hardly fail 
to excite some alarm and apprehension, and I should like the chairman 
of the committee to say what is the use of keeping such trivial items as 
this upon a tariff schedule. Of course, if there is any great economical 
question involved I shall be very glad to vote to sustain this item, 
which will yield us a gross revenue of 20 cents; but I hope we shall 
have some explanation, because it looks to me trivial as the bill now 
stands, according to the schedule that has been furnished by the Tariff 
Commission. 

Mr. ALDRICH. If the Senator from Ohio will allow me to answer 
the question I will state that this embraces all the wood acids made in 
this country. The present rate of duty is prohibitory, and I presume it 
was intended to beso. I can assure the Senator from Kansas that if we 
should strike out this clause or put the articles embraced in it on the 
free-list we should hear from a great many people in this country who 
are interested in the manufacture of wood acids. It is a very important 
industry in this country. 

Mr. INGALLS. I inquired forinformation. When it appeared that 
the entire importation reached the aggregate of two pounds I supposed 
there must be some reason which was not disclosed why the revenue 
should be reduced from 60 to 20 cents on this article. 

Mr. ALDRICH. It is a very important article of consumption, and 
is manufactured in many portions of the West in large quantities. 

Mr. INGALLS. Into what does it enter ? 

Mr. ALDRICH. It is used in dyeing, and for many purposes in the 


arts. 

Mr. INGALLS. The great amount that is used is manufactured in 
this country ? 

Mr. ALDRICH. Entirely. 


The PRESIDING OFFICER. The question is on agreeing to the 
amendment of the committee. 
The amendment was agreed to 


The following amendments of the Committee on Finance were read, 
and no objection being made, agreed to: 

Acid, citric, 10 cents per pound. 

Acid, tartaric, 10 cents per pound. 

Camphor, refined, 5 cents per pound. 

The next amendment was to insert as line 190: 

Castor beans, or seeds, 30 cents per bushel of fifty pounds. 


Mr. PLUMB. _I observe thatthat is a reduction of 50 percent. on the 
existing rate. There are not a great many things that are produced 
west of the Mississippi River which are affected by this tariff, and for 
the few things whichare I hope theSenate will have some consideration. 
Among them are castor beans, produced largely now in Kansas. I can 
not speak as to other States in that locality, but a large quantity is pro- 
ducedin Kansas. This is singled out it seems for an exceptional reduc- 
tion. The average reduction and the usual reduction being about 25 
per cent., I think, asa maximum, the reduction on castor beans and cas- 
tor oil amounts to 50 per cent. That is to say, the rate of duty is re- 
duced on castor beans from 60 cents a bushel to 30 cents, and on castor 
oil from $1 per gallon to 50 cents per gallon. In line 190, I move to 
strike out “‘thirty”’ and insert ‘‘fifty;’’ so as to read: 

Castor beans, or seeds, 50 cents per bushel of fifty pounds, 


_ The reduction then will be equal to the average reduction provided 
in other portions of the bill. 
Mr. DAVIS, of West Virginia. 


! I ask my friend how that will com- 
pare with the present rate? 





Mr. PLUMB. That is a reduction of 10 cents a bushel on the pres- 
ent rate, which is 60 cents. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The question is on the amendment of 
the Senator from Kansas [Mr. PLUMB]. 

The amendment to the amendment was agreed to. 

The amendment as amended was agreed to. 

The Acting Secretary read the next amendment of the Committee on 
Finance, to insert as line 193: 

Castor oil, 0 cents per gallon, 

Mr. VANCE. Mr. President 

Mr. PLUMB. Now I move in line 192 to strike out ‘650 cente per 
gallon’’ and insert *‘80 cents per gallon.’ The rate is now $1. 

Mr. BECK. At 50 cents a gallon it is 63.99 per cent. ad valorem; 
at a dollar it is 127 per cent., and the whole revenue from that articl 
last year was about $900. This is not quite as hard a ease as the on 
pointed out by the other Senator from Kansas [Mr. INGALLS], where 
we made a reduction trom a duty of 60 percent. to 20 per cent., and we 
obtained 60 cents in revenue when the duty was at 60 per cent. and I 
hope it will be observed whether we get down to 20 cents at a 20 per 
cent. duty. There is nothing in this one way or the other, and it seems 
to me it ought to be on the free-list just like a great many other arti 
cles. The committee saw fit to put wheat, barley, oats, corn, cotton, 
and all sorts of things at 20 per cent., as though somebody could be 
made to believe that they were protecting those articles by putting that 
duty upon them. Why, sir, they might puta thousand per cent. on cot 
ton, wheat, barley, and such things, and it would be no protection at 
all, because we export and can furnish the world with those things. All 
of them ought to be on the free-list. 

Mr. PLUMB. We do not export any castor beans or castor oil. 1 
can not say as to what features the industry presents in other sections o1 
the country; but in my own it is comparatively a new industry. The 
raising of the bean has been followed by the erection of local factories, 
which are now just getting on their feet. They think, at least, and | 
believe honestly, that as serious a reduction as is provided in this bill 
would be fatal to them. While I am willing to go as far ascan be pru 
dently done in regard to everything with which we have had dealing 
enough to determine what may be done without destruction, I want to 
give the newer industries of the country some decent chance at least, and 
for that reason I think the reduction provided by the bill is too large; and 
accepting the conclusion, which I have heretofore expressed as derived 
from the persons interested in this industry, the adoption of the Tarift 
Commission’s report in regard to this industry would be fatal. 

Mr. VANCE. What is now betore the Senate? 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The amendment of the Senator from 
Kansas [Mr. PiumB], to strike out ‘‘fifty,’’ in line 192, and insert 
‘‘eighty.”’ 

Mr. VANCE. I did not rise to discuss that proposition. I rose a 
moment ago when the floor was taken from me atter I thought I had 
been recognized by the Chair; but I yielded. I shall ask the Senate 
when this is disposed of to recur to the previous item. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The question now is on the amend 
ment of the Senator from Kansas to strike out ‘‘fifty,’’ in line 192, and 
insert ‘‘eighty.”’ 

Mr. MORRILL. Clearly the duty on the oil ought to be raised if the 
duty on the castor bean israised. There can not be any doubt about that. 

The amendment was agreed to; there being on a division 
noes 14. 

Mr. VANCE obtained the floor. 

Mr. MORRILL. I will say to the Senator from North Carolina that 
quite a number of Senators desire to leave at 5 o’clock, and therefore | 
will move an adjournment. 

The motion was agreed to; and (at 5 o’clock p. m.) the Senate ad 
journed. 
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The House met at 11 0’clock a. m. 
D. POWER. 

The Journal of yesterday was read and approved 

GEORGE H. WELLS. 

Mr. McCOID, by unanimous consent, introduced a bill (H. KR. 7259 
for the relief of George H. Wells; which was read a first and second 
time, referred to the Committee on Claims, and ordered to be printed 
; FRANCIS GILBEAU. 

Mr. UPSON. L ask unanimous consent that Senate bill No. 783, for 
the relief of Francis Gilbeau, be taken from the Speaker’s table and 
referred to the Committee on Claims. é' 

There was no objection, and the bill was accordingly taken from the 
Speaker's table, read twice, and referred to the Committee on ¢ laims 

WOMAN SUFFRAGE. 


Prayer by the Chaplain, Rev. I 





| Mr. CRAPO. 


I have here a petition from the representatives of the 
} National Woman Suflrage Association. 


I ask that it be referred to the 
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Committee on the Judiciary and printed in the REcoRD; it is very 
short. 
The SPEAKER. 
Woman Suffrage ? 
Mr. CRAPO. Very well; let it be referred to that committee. 
There was no objection, and it was ordered accordingly. 
The petition is as follows: 
To the Senate and House of Representatives of the United States : 


Why should it not go to the Select Committee on 


The undersigned, citizens of Massachusetts. officers and members representing 
the National Woman's Suffrage Association of Massachusetts, respectfully peti- 
tion your honorable body to submit an amendment to the United States Constitu- 
tion which shal! prohibit the several States from disfranchising citizens on ac- 
count of sex 


AGRICULTURAL APPROPRIATION BILL. 

Mr. CARPENTER. I ask unanimous consent that House bill No. 
7052, making appropriations for the Agricultural Department of the 
Government for the fiscal year ending June 30, 1884, and for other pur- 
poses, returned from the Senate, be taken from the Speaker’s table, and 
that the House further insist on its disagreement to the amendments of 
the Senate to that bill and agree to the conference asked by the Senate. 

There was no objection, and it was so ordered. 

The SPEAKER announced as the conferees on the part of the House 
on the disagreeing votes of the two Houses on said bill, Mr. CARPEN- 
TER of lowa, Mr. WApDswortu of New York, and Mr. Hatcu of Mis- 
souri. 

RIVER AND HARBOR APPROPRIATIONS, 


Mr. PAGE. Iam instructed by the Committee on Commerce to re- 
port back with an amendment a resolution introduced by the gentle- 
man from Pennsylvania [Mr. RANDALL], and to recommend that it be 
adopted. 

The SPEAKER. The resolution, with the amendment, will be read. 

The Clerk read as follows: 

Resolved, That the President be requested to transmit to this House a statement 
showing the aggregate amount which has been expended in the improvement 
of rivers and harbors from the beginning of the Government to the present time, 
the amount annually expended, and the aggregate and annual expenditure in 
the improvement of each river and each harbor, and as far as practicable the 
amounts expended in each State, accompanied by references to the laws author- 
izing each of such expenditures; and also a statement showing in brief what 
‘benefit to commerce, if any, has resulted from each of said expenditures, and 
stating the navigable capacity of each of said rivers and harbors before and after 
the improvement; and also to inform this House whetherany moneys have been 
appropriated or expended in the improvement of rivers or harbors not naviga- 
ble within the legal definition of the word “ navigable" as defined by the Su- 
preme Court of the United States; and also to inform this House whether any 
money has been appropriated or expended for the improvement of any river or 
harbor not within the United States, with such other information as he may 
deem proper to communicate. 

Mr. RANDALL. I hope the House will confirm the action of the 
Committee on Commerce by the adoption of the resolution just read. 

Mr. PAGE. With the amendment reported by the committee. 

Mr. RANDALL. I would ask the gentleman if there is any material 
amendment ? 

Mr. PAGE. Only the insertion of certain words. 

Mr. RANDALL. I do not object to any additional words, so that 
none are stricken out of the original resolution. 

Mr. PAGE. The committee recommend the insertion of the words 
“and as far as practicable the amount expended in each State.’’ 

Mr. RANDALL. That is quite right. 

The amendment was agreed to, and the resolution as amended was 
adopted. 

Mr. PAGE moved to reconsider the vote by which the resolution was 
adopted; and also moved that the motion to reconsider be laid on the 
table. ‘ 

The latter motion was agreed to. 

DUTY ON SUGAR. 

Mr. CANDLER. I desire to present a petition from 15,571 consumers 
of sugar in the eastern part of Massachusetts, asking for a reduction in 
the rate of duty on sugar. I ask that the petition, without the signa- 
tures, may be printed in the RecorD; it consists of but a few lines. 

There was no objection, and it was ordered accordingly. 

The petition is as follows: 

To the honorabie Senate and House of Representatives in Congress assembled: 

The undersigned, believing, as consumers, that the article of sugar is through 
us made to pay a much larger portion of the revenue from tariff than is just, 
hereby earnestly petition for a material reduction in the duty on said article. 

Mr. ROBINSON, of Massachusetts. I have a petition on the same 
subject from 5,053 citizens of Western Massachusetts. The heading is 
the same, and I will not ask to have it printed in the Recorp. I will 
ask, however, that it be referred to the Committee on Ways and Means. 

Mr. BRIGGS. I present the memorial of William F. Sleeper & Co, 
of Manchester, and 2,624 others, citizens of New Hampshire, earnestly 
praying for a material reduction in the tariff on sugar, and ask it be 
referred to the Committee on Ways and Means. 

There was no objection, and it was ordered accordingly. 

The SPEAKER. The — just presented will be referred to the 
Committee on Ways and Means. 


ORDER OF BUSINESS. 


Mr. ROBESON. I call for the regular order. 





Mr. SPEAKER. The regular order is the call of committees for re- 
ports. 


JACOB AND ELIZABETH SENER. 


Mr. HUTCHINS, from the Committee on Claims, reported back with 
a favorable recommendation the bill (H. R. 2804) for the relief of Jacob 
and Elizabeth Sener; which was referred to the Committee of the Whole 
on the Private Calendar, and the accompanying report ordered to be 
printed. 

MARY JANE VEAZIE. 

Mr. WISE, of Virginia, from the Committee on War Claims, reported 
back with a favorable recommendation the bill (8S. 566) for the relief of 
Mrs. Mary Jane Veazie; which was referred to the Committee of the 
Whole on the Private Calendar, and the accompanying report ordered 
to be printed. 

WILLIAM H. DONOHOE. 
Mr. GEDDES, from the Committee on War Claims, reported a bill (H. 


%. 7240) for the relief of William H. Donohoe; which was read a first 
and second time, referred to the Committee of the Whole on the Private 


Calendar, and, with the accompanying report, ordered to be printed. 
CALIFORNIA WAR CLAIM. 


Mr. GEDDES also, from the Committee on War Claims, reported, as 
a substitute for H. R. 2139, a bill (H. R. 7241) to indemnify the State of 
California for balances paid and remaining due on account of indebted- 
ness incurred in the Indian wars, for the payment of which said State 
issued bonds in 1851 and 1852, a part of which remain unpaid owing to 
delays occasioned by War Department rulings, under the act of Congress 
of August 5, 1854; which was read a first apd second time, referred to 
the Committee of the Whole House, and, with the accompanying report, 
ordered to be printed. 

ADVERSE REPORTS ON WAR CLAIMS. 


Mr. GEDDES also, from the Committee on War Claims, reported 
back adversely the following bills and petitions; which were laid on 
the table, and the accompanying reports ordered to be printed: 

A bill (H. R. 3300) for the relief of William W. Anderson; 

A bill (H. R. 965) for the relief of D. C. Allen; 

A bill (H. R. 597) for the relief of David Singleton; 

A bill (H. R. 2003) for the relief of W. L. Carey; 

The petition of Elizabeth B. Higgins, Joel Higgins, and Brand Hig- 
gins, of Phillips County, Arkansas; . 

The petition of Robert H. Cleers; 

The petition of the city of Memphis; and 

The petition of Mary E. Whitehead. 

GOVERNMENT SALES OF OLD MATERIAL. 


The SPEAKER, by unanimous consent, laid before the House a let- 
ter from the Secretary of the Treasury relative to the expenses attend- 
ing sales of old material and other public property and the proceeds of 
such sales; which was referred to the Committee on Appropriations, and 
ordered to be printed. 


ENROLLED BILLS SIGNED. 


Mr. ALDRICH, from the Committee on Enrolled Bills, reported that 
the committee had examined and found truly enrolled bills and a joint 
resolution of the following titles; when the Speaker signed the same: 

A bill (H. R. 804) for the relief of Robert Gorthy and Calvin Green; 

A bill (H. R. 4704) for the relief of P. F. Lonergan; and 

Joint resolution (H. Res. 190) to refer certain claims to the Court of 
Claims. 

AMERICAN SHIPPING. 


Mr. PAGE. I now call up the unfinished business. 

The SPEAKER. The House, as the regular order, resumes the con- 
sideration of the bill (H. R. No. 7061) to remove certain burdens on the 
American merchant marine, to encourage the American foreign carry- 
ing trade, and to amend the laws relating to the shipment and dis- 
charge of seamen. The gentleman from Maine [Mr. REED] is recognized. 

Mr. REED. I yield to the gentleman from Indiana [Mr. HoLmAn]} 
that he may offer his amendment. I will speak later. 

Mr. HOLMAN. I offer the amendment which I send to the desk. 
After it has been read I wish to occupy a few moments in explaining it. 

The Clerk read as follows: 


At the end of section 18 add the ——- 2 

“And , . That 50 per cent. of the sum so received from the Treas- 
ury of the United States by the owner or owners of any such vessel under the 
provisions of this bill shall be paid by such owner or owners to the foremen 
artisans, mechanics, and laborers who shall have been employed in the construc- 
tion or repair of such vessel in proportion to the compensation and received 
by them respectively while e in constructing or repairing such vessel, and 
such vessel shall not be entitled to be registered, enrolled, or licensed unless the 
foremen, mechanics, and laborers employed in constrncting or repairing 
such vessel shall have received for their labor thereon ene of the pro- 
visions of this act ual to those paid for like labor in the other ship-build- 
ing establishments of the United nor until said 50 per cent. shall have 
been paid to such foremen, artisans, mechanics, laborers as above provided, 
= = Secretary of the Treasury shall prescribe rules for carrying this provision 

nto effect.’ 


Mr. HOLMAN. Mr. Speaker, with the indulgence of the gentleman 
from Maine [Mr. ReEp] I will occupy but a single moment. _ 
The gentleman from California [Mr. PAGE] on yesterday discussed 
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with his usual clearness the provisions of this bill, and had occasion to | 


refer to the fourth section of the act of Congress of August, 1861, in re- 
to the drawback on foreign materials used in the construction of 
any article manufactured in this country with a view to exportation, | 
that provision being understood to embrace the construction of ships, | 
and the gentleman arraigns me before the House for supporting that 
measure. : 
while, according to my present recollection after the lapse of twenty-one 
years, I gave that measure my support, it must be regarded now as it 
1 I presume I 


was then as exclusively and essentially a war measure. 
voted for that bill, for I voted for every measure we deemed necessary to 
maintain the authority of the Government. My friend from California 
must not overlook the circumstances under which that act was passed. 
It was during the called session which began on the 4th day of July, 
1861, the business of which session according to a resolution which | 
had the honor to submit on the second day after it convened, was con- 
fined to measures pertaining to the then pending war. In pursuance of 
that resolution the proceedings of that session, trom beginning to end, 
covering a period of some five or six weeks, were confined to what were 
understood to be war measures to meet the emergencies of the then pend- 
ing contest between the two sections of the Union. This measure, which 
has come down to us as section 3019 of the Revised Statutes, was in- 
tended for the purpose of meeting, to the extent that its provisions went, 
the emergencies of that hour, and for no other purpose whatever, al- 
though it has been continued in force from that day till this. It was 
designed for the purpose of enabling our people to bring their whole re- 
sources to meet the public emergencies and at the same time to keep up 
our manufacturing industries, to induce persons of skill to come to our 
country for the purpose of filling the places of those who might enter the 
public service, and also I admit for the purpose of encouraging in that 
emergency the industries connected with the construction of ships. It 
was, then, but a war measure; and members of this House at that hour, 
whatever might have been their views of subsidies and class legislation, 
would, without hesitation, have given that measure their support, even 
if it had involved in direct terms specific subsidies, which it did not. 
Permit me tosay that the amendment which I now submit is designed 
to carry out, if possible, in practical legislation the views expressed by 
my friend from California. He regards thissubsidy provision as one tend- 
ing to promote the interests of labor and the laboring men of this country. 
I must insist that the proposition contained in the eighteenth section of 
this bill, as it now stands, does not tend to that result. On the contrary 
it is simply a provision in the interest of capital; a bonus to men in- 
vesting their capital in the construction ofships. While this proposition 
of mine directly, in moderate terms, proposes in a slight degree to dis- 
tribute to laboring men of this country the profit resulting from the 
extraordinary bounty provided by the eighteenth section of this bill, it 
is to give them in direct terms some of the bounty for promoting an 
industry which rests on their labor, while the bill gives the whole of 
it to capital. Can notcapital consent that a bonus paid out of the public 
Treasury to promote private industry shall be equally divided between 
capital and labor? Who shall say the men whose brawny arms build a 
ship shall not participate at least equally, if nothing more, with capital- 


ists whose means are invested in its construction; in the benetits of a | 


bounty taken from the public Treasury to encourage the building of the 
ship? The bounty is paid by the labor of the whole people. 
have no share in its benefits? Iam opposed to all subsidies, but if you 
will give bounties I demand for labor its share. 

Mr. Speaker, I regret I have consumed even so much of the time of 


floor. 

Mr. PAGE. I have listened as well as I could to the amendment 
proposed by the gentleman from Indiana, and if I heard it distinctly it 
provides that the money appropriated by the eighteenth section of this 
bill shall be distributed to men employed in the construction of ships. 
That is a convenient way for the gentleman from Indiana to escape the 
position he voluntarily placed himself in by making a statement which 
if carried out would destroy that class of labor in this country. And 
the men who believe with him and act with him have no appreciation 
of the labor interest of this country so far as protecting them from the 
low wages paid to their foreign competitors. 

Now, then, it has been clearly shown by the gentleman from Maine 
(Mr. DinGLey], when he occupied the floor in his able speech on Sat- 
urday last, that the wages paid by the American ship-builder for skilled 
labor is more than 60 per cent. greater than that paid to the same labor 
in Europe. And that, in my judgment, answers all the objections made 
by the gentleman from Indiana. 

The reason why ships can not be built to-day in the United States as 
cheaply as they can be built on the Clyde is almost exclusively because 
we pay higher wages for labor in this country than they do there. And 
the only remedy the gentleman from Indiana proposes would as a re- 
sult destroy ship-building in this country, or reduce the wages paid to 
labor here to what they are in Europe. 
this matter. 


In answer to my friend from California I wish to say that | 
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Free trade in ships! Free ships, as my friend from Indiana and some 
of his associates on that side tell us. Free ships! And then I would like 
to have some gentleman explain to this House what free ships mean, 
and whether they would have no ship-yards maintained in this country. 

Free ships? What does it mean? It means that every ship-builder 
shall discharge every man in his employ. It means that the men en- 
gaged in getting out iron ore from your mines shall cease their labors. 
It means that the great iron furnaces of the country shall be closed 
down, as there will be then no need of iron or steel to be used in ship- 
building in this country. Instead of having 15 per cent. of our com 
merce carriéd in American bottoms and under the American flag, you 
would not have in that event any—not 1 per cent. 

Free ships, say our friends; no protection of ship-building or ship- 
owning in this country; no protection to that industry which has been 
almost driven out of the land because of the high price of labor. 

We say, Mr. Speaker, that we do not believe the price paid for labor 
in this country is too high, and we can not afford that the workingmen 
of this country shall be brought down in the wages they receive for 
their labor to the level of the poorly paid labor of Europe. 
can citizens we are proud of our laboring men. 
They mostly own their own homes. They are purchased under theen- 
dowment or installment plan. Their beautiful homes, homes of com- 
fort, are upon every hill-side and in every valley of the land 
it with those who labor for a livelihood in foreign ship-yards? They 
do not own their own homes. You tind when you enter their homes 
they are not homes of comfort; you tind no carpet on the floor, no hooks 
or music upon the tables, no curtains at the window. Yet my friend 
from Indiana would strike down all the protection afforded this class of 
labor in order our laborers should be reduced to the circumstances of 
their fellow-laborers across the water. 

[ Here the hammer fell. ] 

Mr. HUTCHINS addressed the House. [See Appendix. ] 

Mr. WARD. I renew the pro forma amendment. I desire to oppose 
the idea of free trade in ships, as suggested by the amendment to the 
section proposed by the gentleman from Massachusetts [Mr. CANDLER] 
That would be free trade in its worst form, and [ say here that) no 
friend of protection to American industry, and no advocate of that 
doctrine can afford to support that idea without abandoning his faith 
or surrendering his principles. : 

The protection of American labor is as much involved in the indus- 
try of ship-building as it is in any other protected industry of the 
United States; and as has been demonstrated by the gentleman from 
New Jersey [ Mr. ROBESON ] the report of this commission does not pro 
pose to take care of, or to benefit, or to give any special advantage 
whatever to American libor, as involved in the construction of ships 
It simply takes the raw material, puts it down in an American ship 
yard on a par with the English material, and then allows the Ameri 
can ship-building mechanic to go on and put it into the ship, which is 
the largest element in the cost of its construction. 

I happen to know by personal experience one establishment engaged 
in ship-building in the United States that employs from one thousand to 
eighteen hundred or two thousand men, depending upon the amount of 
work. That establishment pays out in its wages pay-rolls from $10,000 
to $20,000 a week, the amount depending upon circumstances. And it is 
asserted here by the gentleman from Maine [Mr. DINGLEY ] that that 


\s Amert- 
They are intelligent. 


llow is 


| ship-yard pays to the American mechanics it employs 60 per cent. higher 


| wages than similar establishments pay on the Clyde 


| tion coming in the amendment of the gentleman from Massachusetts 
my friend from Maine [Mr. REED]; and, thanking him, I yield the | 


And that is the whole gist of | 


No man can honestly assert or believe there should be arevival of our | 


ship-building and yet say no legislation shall be had to encourage it 
except we may go into the markets of the world and buy our ships 
wherever we can buy them cheapest. 





And the proposi 


[Mr. CANDLER] and in the proposed amendment by the gentleman from 
New York [Mr. Cox] to admit ships tree of duty means to say that the 
American ship-building mechanic shall be reduced in the amount of his 
wages 60 per cent. and put on a par with his fellow-laborer across the 
water. I want gentlemen: here to understand that that is just the 
proposition which they are called upon to vote. 

Mr. CANDLER. Will the gentleman permit me to ask him «ques- 
tion ? 

Mr. WARD. Yes, sir. 

Mr. CANDLER. The gentleman states that this injures the Amert- 
can mechanic. 

Mr. WARD. 1 do. 

Mr. CANDLER. I say that in this discussion they obscure and leave 
out the fact that we absolutely prohibit and keep out all foreign ships 
from the domestic carrying trade of this country and that the domestic 
carrying trade of thiscountry represents three millionsoftons. Further 
than that, we have only 15 per cent. of the foreign trade. We develop 
by prohibition all the domestic ship-building of: this country; and un 
less that is clearly stated in this charge in regard to American workmen 
the question is not and will not be fully stated. 

Mr. WARD. Yes; and I say to the gentleman from Massachusetts 
that if his amendment is incorporated into this bill it means that ths 
American ship-yard shall be absolutely shut up, and that America shall 
be made dependent upon foreign powers for one of the greatest elemente 
in its prosperity and its greatness, to wit, the means of intercommun! 
cation between the United States and foreign countries. 

Why, sir, what does the report of this commission do toward putting 
the American shipping ona par with the European? What do European 
powers do to stimulate the carrying trade ? 














CONGRESSIONAL 


1110 


RECORD—HOUSE. JANUARY 11, 





They first find a market. Then they determine to supply the mar- 
ket with the products of the nation. Then they go one step further 
and provide a means to carry those productsin theirown bottoms under 
their own flags to the markets which they have discovered. That is 
what is done by England, by Germany, and by France. 

That attempt, Mr. Speaker, was made here some years ago, when it 
was proposed to open traflic with Brazil. But the sentiment of this 
House was against it, and the consequence was that the only two steam- 
vessels of large class that had been enabled to engage in the Brazilian 
trade were driven from it, and that trade was returned to foreign com- 
petition and the foreign powers that had previously enjoyed it. And 
Canada, under the English flag, by the very system which we voted 
down in the Forty-sixth Congress, secured that large trade for her mer- 
chants. 

The joint commission on this subject who examined at great length 
all the expert testimony and other evidence that could be produced did 
not report that free ships would be a remedy for the decline of our car- 
rying trade. But the idea is sprung in the House after the bill gets be- 
fore us; and I am determined to let it appear to the country that the 
success of this amendment means not only the depression of our car- 
rying trade and of our ship-yards, but also the degradation of Ameri- 
can labor engaged in that branch of industry. 

| Here the hammer fell. | 

Mr. HAMMOND, of Georgia. Yesterday when the gentleman from 
New Jersey [Mr. Roprson] had the floor he read with great gusto a 
speech which he attributed to President James K. Polk. I knew that 
President Polk never made such a speech and asked the gentleman a 
«question. I read from the Recorp of this morning: 

Mr. Hammonp, of Georgia. Let me ask a single question, 

Mr. Roneson, Certainly. 

Mr. Ham™Monp, of Georgia. Was that President Polk or Congressman Polk, 
a different man? 

Mr. Roneson. The same man, James K. Polk. 

Mr. Ham™Monp, of Georgia. Will you give us the date? 

Mr. Roprson. I will some other time. 


I could not then reply to him. 

Now, the speech which the gentleman from New Jersey quoted is a 
speech on page 1699 of volume 24 of the Globe, made by William Polk 
and not by the President at all. In it he spoke of his youth. Andon 
the next day, after apologizing for an insult which he had givena United 
States commodore in that speech, he went on to make another five-min- 
ute speech, in which he used this language: 

Iam willing for the sake of progress to vote one hundred millions to-day for 
the prstocion of the commerce of the country. We can battle any foe that will 


land upon our coast, and we can whip any force that the combined forces of 
continental Europe may send against us. 


Now, that was talk big enough fora President; but it was from aman 
who was not big enough for a President. 

Mr. ROBESON. I ask the gentleman from Georgia before he sits 
down, that he may reply to the question, whether the gentleman who 
made the speech was not the brother of the then President Polk? 

Mr. HAMMOND), of Georgia. He belonged to the same family; it is 
not a question of family but of identity. 

Mr. ROBESON. I ask whether he was not then in Congress repre- 
senting on the floor the ideas of the President’s message with regard to 
the Collins line; whether the subsidy to the Collins line was not rec- 
ommended by President Polk, and whether he did not sign the bill 
when it came to him ? 

Mr. HAMMOND, of Georgia. The questions of the gentleman are 
very numerous, but the answer toall of themis very simple. Onthe 3dof 
March, 1847, President Polk signed an act providing for the building and 
equipping of four naval steamships, which according to the provisions of 
the act must be “‘ first-class sea-going steamships, to be attached to the 
Navy of the United States."’ They were to be built under the direc- 
tion of the Secretary of the Navy and officered by the Navy of the United 
States. (See 9 U.S. Statutes, 187.) They were built as war vessels, 
under the grant of the Constitution to Congress of power to ‘‘ provide 
and maintain a navy.’’ 

In this very debate from which the gentleman quotes, in this very 
speech from which he quoted, Mr. William Polk said, ‘‘ The capacity 
of the Collins steamers for war purposes has been contested on this floor,”’ 
showing that he was contending for this thing because his side of the 
House understood they were war vessels. And when a gentleman told 
him that Commodore Skinner said they were not good for war pur- 
poses, he placed such a stigma on the commodore that he had to apol- 
ogize for it the next day. That is the whole of this matter. The bill 
was signed in March, 1847, 

On the 3d of March, 1849, an act was approved which postponed this 
contract until the Ist day of Jane, 1850. After the contract had been 
made, and after four steamers had been put upon the line in 1850, then 
came a contention in Congress about giving six months’ notice and ab- 
rogating the contract. Then and not before came in the speeches of 
William Polk, in July, 1852, Senator Bayard’s speech, and the remarks 
of the gentleman from Maryland [Mr. McLANE], which have been 
quoted in this debate, and pamphlets on this subject came in 1851 and 
1852. They then said that having made a contract, not to help the 





| carrying trade, but with regard to naval vessels, having induced the 
Collinses to put their money into these vessels on our promise, it was un- 
| just then to take back that promise. And their general language, 
| which has been excerpted for this occasion, should always be interpreted 
| with regard to the subject-matter under discussion. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The time for debate on the pro forma 
amendment has been exhausted. 

Mr. WARD. I withdraw the pro forma amendment. 

Mr. SMITH, of Illinois. I renew it. On Monday last | promised 
that I would offer an amendment to the eighteenth section of this bill 
unless the Committee on Commerce would themselves materially mod- 
ify it. The proposition now pending before the House, offered by the 
Committee on Commerce as a substitute for this eighteenth section, 
embodies two propositions which were contained in my amendment as 
printed in the REcorp. 

The first proposition is that the ship-owner shall have the materials 
which enter into the construction of his ship at the same price for which 
ship-builders in other portions of the world get like materials. That 
proposition is now contained in the substitute offered by the Commit- 
tee on Commerce. The second proposition is that we are unwilling 
to offer bounty from the Treasury of the United States to the ship- 
| builder. 
| Itseems to me that many of the gentlemen making speeches upon 
this section have been laboring under a misapprehension, because the 
substitute of the committee does not propose to take a dollar out of the 
Treasury of the United States except that which comes intoit from this 
shipping interest. Ah! but say our friends on the other side, that is 
the entering wedge. Very well; I am willing to trust that entering 
wedge to the Democratic Congress one year hence. If members of that 
Congress find that this proposition is subject to abuse, that it may do 
harm, then let them repeal the law. But let us give it a trial. 

Another objection which gentlemen urge is that the tonnage tax should 
be reserved in the Treasury of the United States in order to maintain 
our light-houses. That was not the purpose of the imposition of the 
tonnage tax originally. There was a light tax, which has since beea 
abolished, which was intended to provide for the maintenance of light- 
houses. 

Now, I would suggest that the maintenance of light-houses is rather 
for our coastwise trade than our foreign trade. It would, therefore, be 
unjust to burden the foreign trade with the expense of maintaining 
light-houses. Is it a bounty when we ask that the tonnage tax paid by 
the foreign shipping and the coastwiseshipping shall be returned to the 
shipping interest, in order to see whether this plan 1s proposed by the 
committee is feasible ? 

Mr. DINGLEY. The coastwise trade pays no light-house tax. 

Mr. SMITH, of Illinois. I am informed that there is no tonnage tax 
on the light-house trade, but that it is all collected from the foreign 
shipping. Weare, therefore, simply saying by this subsidy that weare 
willing to surrender the profits that we as a people make on the foreign 
shipping, in order to see if we can build up our foreign carrying trade. 
Is not that true? What, then, becomes of all this argument about 
bounty, about taking money from the Treasury, and that the people are 
op to paying bounties? 

Here the hammer fell. ] 

Mr. TOWNSHEND, of Illinois. 
eighteenth section of this bill. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. That is not now in order. 
man can speak in opposition to the pro forma amendment. 

Mr. TOWNSHEND, of Illinois. I will do so, and will give notice 
that when in order I will move to strike out the eighteenth section. 

This is not the first time that appeals to national pride and the plausi- 
ble pretense of friendship to American workingmen have been resorted 
to for the purpose of floating a subsidy scheme through Congress. 
Some years ago, when the Republican party had absolute control of both 
branches of Congress, the Pacific railroads obtained bounties of one 
hundred millions of acres of the public lands and over sixty million of 
dollars of the people’s money in asimilar way. In the same period the 
Pacific Mail Steamship Company, by ad captandum appeals like those 
put forth to-day in behalf of this subsidy, obtained vast sums annually 
from the Government. 

During the six years that the Democratic party had control here since 
the war every subsidy scheme presented was defeated, and the lobbies 
and corridors of this Capitol were cleansed of the subsidy seekers and 
jobbers who had swarmed there for years before as effectually as were 
the Augean stables cleansed by one of old; but with the return of a 
Republican majority in Congress the corridors and lobbies are filled 
with the jobbers and their retainers, and the evil days seem to be upon 
us again. When the Democratic majority departed from these Halls at 
the end of the last Congress the New York Herald and other independent 
journals congratulated and commended that majority because of the 
freedom of its legislation from jobs and subsidies, and its ability and 
integrity in freeing the precincts of the Capitol from jobbers and sub- 
sidy seekers. How is it to-day? In contrast with that condition I ask 
the Clerk to read a paragraph which appears this morning in the National 
Republican of this city, the leading organ of the Republican party at 
the capital city. Notwithstanding it is an advocate of the policy of the 
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Republican party, its enterprising reporter could not resist the tempta- 
tion to describe a scene which is very familiar to all upon this floor. 
The Clerk read as follows: 


The doorkeepers on the east side of the Hall of the House of Representatives 
in view of the Ways and Means Committee-rooms can tell to a nicety what the 
committee is doing by the class of visitors. One day the barbed-wire makers are 
on hand in force, buttonholing members as they pass in and out; anothor day 
the steel-rail lobby monopolizes most of the space; then the jute butt fellows 
show up, and they are followed in turn by the distillers and their hired men. 
The tin men, the sugar refiners, the Standard Oil Company lobby, the plate-glass 
manufacturers, the tobacco men, and the representatives of every other industry 
take their turn, and they are always on the alert. The buttonholes of the poor 
tortured members have suffered terribly from the strain. Yesterday the ship- 
builders joined the throng and pervaded the entire south end of the building. 


We are now brought face to face with another grand subsidy scheme. | 


I want to ask my friends here on the Republican side whether they 
have learned nothing from the late elections; whether they intend to add 
this to their many other misdeeds and agyravate the wrath of an out- 

ple? 


Mr. O'NEILL. I desire to ask the gentleman from Illinois [ Mr. 


TOWNSHEND] whether he refers to the late special Congressional elec- | 


tions in Indiana and Ohio for successors to Mr. Orthand Mr. Updegraff? 

Mr. TOWNSHEND, of Illinois. I can not yield; I have but a few 
minutes left. It is not the Credit Mobilier or Pacific Mail ring who 
are here now. Itis John Roach and his confréres who beg our votes 
to aid them in prying open the Treasury vaults that they may fill their 
coffers with money ground out of the people by one of the most odious 
systems of taxation which ever disgraced any country, a system which 
almost amounts to confiscation. 

Lately in the New York Protectionist, an organ of the protectionists, 
appeared a statement of theamount of ship-building done by John Roach 


during two years. From this statement, which I incorporate as a part | 


of my remarks, it will appear that, estimating, as has been done by com- 
petent judges, the profits of these drawbacks at an average of 25 per cent. 
and over of the cost of the vessels, the eighteenth section of this bill will 
put into John Roach’s pocket half a million dollars of subsidy every 
year. 
FREE SHIPS MEAN FREE TRADE. 
[From the American Protectionist. | 

Material and outfits for steamers completed and contracted for by John Roach & Son, 


from January 1, 1880, to January 1, 1882, showing the industries interested in Ameri- 
can ships. 
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Is it to benefit American labor that Mr. Roach comes here with his 
appeals? No, sir; the object is to benefit John Roach’s and four or five 
other large ship-building companies who hold practicall y amonopoly 
in construction of large steam-vessels. It is for this reason that John 
Roach has spread upon our desks his cunningly prepared pamphlets ap- 
pealing to our national pride and our love of the laborer in order that 


this scheme through Congress. These pamphlets have 

| been used as a text-book by some of the advocates of this subsidy on 
this floor. , 

Mr. Speaker, will this subsidy benefit American labor? No, sir. 
Will the twenty-five millions of people in this country who are inter- 
ested in agriculture receive one dime of benefit from it? Will the mill- 

ions engaged in other industries than those interested in ship-building 

and supplies receive benefit? Not at all. It is nothing more than a 

| subsidy to the large ship-builders at whose head stands John Roach. 
The same arguments put forth for it were used by the Credit Mobilier 

| ring, and by the Pacific Mail ring, whose subsidies were lobbied through 
| Congress in the old days when Republican leaders ruled absolutely here. 

{Here the hammer fell. ] 
| The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr. Rontxson, of Massachusetts). 
| gentleman from Maine [Mr. REED] is entitled to the floor. 

| Mr. TOWNSHEND, of Dllinois. I would like to have five minutes 

| more to present one or two additional points. 

| 

} 

| 
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Mr. BURROWS, of Michigan, and others. Go ahead! 

Mr. REED. I am willing that the gentleman from Illinois shall go 
on, if anybody else will take the floor and yield to him 
give up my time. 

Mr. ERMENTROUT obtained the floor and said 
the gentleman from Illinois. 

Mr. TOWNSHEND, of Illinois. I thank my friend from Pennsyl- 
vania. The records of investigating committees of this House reveal 
the sad and shameful fact that it was only the few who formed the rings 
that profited by the spoils extorted from the earnings of the people. 
Some of the plunderers from the spoils thus obtained have built up 
princely fortunes, on which they are now luxuriating, while many of 
the laborers in whose name they obtained their ill-gotten gains are in 
want and destitution. If this section becomes a law, I fear its result 
will be that only the owners of the large ship-yards will receive substan 
tial benetit from the subsidy. 

Mr. Speaker, a few words moreinconclusion. Much tinseled rhetoric 
and loud declamation have been indulged in in this debate because En- 
gland owns the largest merchant marine in the world. Why, sir, this 
should excite no surprise; indeed, it would be marvelous were it other- 
wise. She has provinces dotting the whole face of the earth. Her 
supremacy on the sea is the outgrowth of the commerce among her 
hundreds of millions of subjects, who are separated by long distances. 
The sun never goes down on her flag, because her sons have planted 
it in all latitudes and longitudes. Canada and Australia are parts of 
the British dominion. It extends into Africa, Asia, North and South 
America, as well as Europe, the West Indies, and East Indies. 
all continents, in all the seas. It is north of us, south of us, east of us, 
west of us. She has been building formany centuries. And her ships 
and commerce are free from all the trammels and oppressions with which 
the protective tariff and the navigation laws afflict ours. 

Under such circumstances is it to be wondered that England has a 
larger navy and larger traffic on the seas than we have? We have no 
colonies planted abroad; we have no foot-hold on any continent save that 
of North America. We have been building our navy and merchant 
ships for only a century. Indeed, under all the circumstances we have 
achieved wonders. Although still in our national youth, we are the sec- 
ond maritime nation on the globe. I have faith that in time Ameri- 

can ingenuity and enterprise will whiten every sea with our sails, reach 
every market with our wares, and snatch from England her scepter as 
the ruler of the seas. But in order to accomplish this grand consum- 
mation we must give freedom to our commerce. We must not impov- 
erish the masses with subsidies to the few. We must remove the fet- 
ters imposed by the tariff and navigation laws. Such a system of tariff 
would ruin England's commerce as it is ruining ours. It is a vampire 
sucking the life-blood ofour commerce. I will ask the privilege of quot- 
ing a portion of my remarks delivered on the Tariff Commission at the 
last session, and which bear upon this subject, to-wit: 

But while protection has not added to the prosperty of any except those who 
have received its bounties, yet the statistics reveal to us indisputable evidences 
of its blasting effects. Compare the condition of our merchant marine and car- 
rying trade under the influence of the protective tariff since 1862 with its condi- 
tion during the preceding revenue-tariff period. As far back as 1440 the per- 
centage of our imports and exportscarried in American vessels was nearly 83 per 
cent.; the percentage has fallen to about 16 last year. In 10 American vessels 
earried about two hundred and forty millions of our exports and imports, and 
foreign vessels carried less than ninety-one millions. In 1460, when our mer- 
chant marine was in the zenith of its glory, five hundred and seven and a quar- 
ter millions were carried in American vessels, while on!y abouttwo hundred and 
fifty-five millions were carried on foreign bottoms 

But the census returns of the next decade showed how rapidly was the glory 
of our power on the sea passing away. In 1870 theamountcarried on American 
bottoms had failen to less than three hundred and fifty-three millions, while that 
of foreign vessels had increased to about six hundred and thirty-nine millions, 
But the statistics for 1881 show a far more humiliating condition of our shipping; 
the amount carried by American vessels had fallen to about two hundred and 
sixty-eight millions, whereasthe amount carried by foreign vesse!s had increased 
to the vast sum of 1,378,556,017. 

Thus in twenty years the policy of protection had caused adecay in American 
shipping of nearly 50 per cent., and had inereased the foreign shipping in our 
carrying trade over fivefold. It bad reduced the percentage of American ship- 
ping from 66 in 1860 to 16 per cent. in Iss8l. The tariff has indeed been protective, 
but its protection has extended to foreign shipping and has been destructive of 
the American shipping industry 

These figures are so startling that their accuracy might be doubted if they 
were not obtained from the official documents which lic upon my desk. What 
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a bright day was dawning upon our merchant marine when the fell spirit of 
tariff monopoly laid its palsying hand upon it! As we had become a great peo- 
ple, we were rapidly attaining the lordship of the seas. Our maritime dominion 
was extending around the globe. Foreign nations stood in awe and admiration 
of the growth of the American maritime empire. Its white sails were impelled 
by the winds of free trade into every sea and bay, and the remotest markets of 
the world were open to products borne beneath the American flag. All foreign 
competitors were falling fast before it. The scepter of that great ruler of the 
ocean, England, was within our grasp, when the selfish greed of the tariff rob- 
ber began its work. He captured the American Congress, and by restrictive laws 
accomplished what every foreign power had attempted in vain; he drove the 
American flag from the seas and transferred our foreign carrying trade, with its 
hundreds of millons of profits, to the flags of other lands, 

No country can create or maintain a large commercial marine which adopts 
the policy of a protective tariff, forthe reason that commerce does not take place 
between people who can notexchange products. If a people prohibit or restrict 
importations from other lands, those prohibited or restricted will buy from or 
trade with the people who will take their products. The wise Montesquieu 
said along time ago, in his Spirit of Laws, that “commerce is sometimes de- 
stroyed by conquerors; sometimes, cramped by monarchs, it traverses the earth, 
flies from the places where it is oppressed,and stays where it has liberty to 
breathe.’ “The history of commerce is that of the communication of people.” 
The permanent pees verity of any nation rests with most absolute security upon 
the prosperity of its foreign commerce, through which its surplus products reach 
the markets of the world. And this commerce depends upon the willingness 
of nations to exchange their products with each other. 

To encourage and secure thisexchange it is necessary that liberal laws and regu- 
lations shall be adopted. Discrimination and — beget discrimination 
and prohibition. If anation closes its ports to the commerce and products of the 
world, every other nation will close its ports against that nation. So, then, sir, 
this question comes directly home tous. Lf our farmer could not sell his surplus 
wheat, corn, and provisions in Liverpool on so favorable terms as other nations, 
they would become valueless to him, and would cost him more to produce these 
products than he could realize from them. Instead of converting his surplus 
readily into cash to buyers at his door it would rot in his cribs and fields, Will 
free-trade England always open her ports to us if we continue the policy of ex- 
clusion against her? Sir, the welfare of the farmer is dependent upon the free- 
dom of commerce ; that of the tariff monopolists is dependent upon protection and 
rrohibition, There isa distinct conflict between those two interests. What shall 
xc done? Wisdom directs the adoption of a revenue tariff so adjusted as to pro- 
mote the welfare of all legitimate industries. 

Mr. REED. Mr. Speaker, I do not purpose to take the present val- 
unable time to answer the speech which has just been made. I could 
have answered that speech any time the last six years, and I apprehend 
I shall have the opportunity to answer it any time the next two years. 
{Laughter.] And making that speech I suppose must be of advantage, 
or else it would not be made. Only I can not quite understand why it 
should be made on this particular subject, to which it seems to have 
no special reference. [Renewed laughter. ] 

I ventured to say to the House the other day a few words on what 
seemed to me to be the real point of this matter; that is, if we are en- 
deavoring to revive our shipping as a mere trading power, we are, upon 
the principles of the gentlemen on the other side, making a decided 
mistake; for there has no scheme been provided, there has no method 
been named, whereby we shall have our transportation performed by us 
at a cheaper rate than that it is performed at now. 

The project for free ships, to my mind, opens nothing whatever in 
the way of cheapness of transportation. Free British ships owned by 
Britons can transport our merchandise as cheaply as British ships owned 
by Americans. 

There is nothing, then, to be gained from atrader’s point of view. 
Can there anything be gained from a national point of view? While 
we talk about our flag floating and our flag fading from the sea, that is 
matter of sentiment; but is there any American sentiment raised by 
an American flag floating over a monument of British labor? IT fail to 
see it. I fail, then, to sce any reason for free ships. 

What reason, then, is to be given for ships built by American ship- 
yards? Because thereby we are putting ourselves in position as a nation 
to protect ourselves against attacks from outside, That is the only ex- 
cuse—our nationality—we can give for attempting to interfere with com- 
merce at all. Otherwise we should allow it to be regulated by the gen- 
eral laws which regulate it now. 

But the gentlemen on the other side and the gentlemen on this side 
differ only on one point. They all agree we have to pay for our com- 
merce if we have it, but they are willing to pay for it by throwing up 
the system of protection and by bringing the wages of American laborers 
down to a level with the wages of the foreign laborer. For my part I 
am not willing to pay that price for commerce. For my part I am not 
willing to pay that price to have our flag float on the high seas. I be- 
lieve our present system has made usa great nation. And I can remind 
the gentleman from Illinois [Mr. TOWNSHEND] that the system which 
he so much belabors, the system of bounties and land-warrants, was 
adopted by a Democratic Congress. The first subsidy was given to the 
Collins Steamship Company, and that was made by a Democratic Con- 
gress. The first land-grant was to an Illinois railroad, and that was 
made by a Democratic Congress. And for my part Iam proud and glad 
to believe that the Republican party willalso be found encouraging 
everything which develops this empire an@ makes thig nation mighty 
from sea to sea. 

The SPEAKER. 

Mr. REED. 
wr. PAGE. 
from Maine. 

Mr. REED. Now, there is a specious fairness on the part of this fiee- 
ship proposition as tacked to the eighteenth section. By the eighteenth 
section you say you offera bounty to American ship-builders. Itisonlya 


The gentleman’s time has expired. 
L only want two minutes longer. 
I will take the floor and yield my time to the gentleman 





fair thing, then, to allow the ship-owner to buy free, but whenever you 
do that you offer with one hand one-half the advantage, and with the 
other you takeaway thatanditsequal. You offerasinglethingand you 
take away double. Let me prove it to jou. The bounty that is pro- 
posed here is only what would be the duty upon iron and other materials 
up to plates, angles, and bars. 

Mr. DINGLEY. Difference of price. 

Mr. REED. Yes, difference of price. After that, American labor, at 
60 per cent. greater price than British labor, is to come in and baild the 
ship. In other words, you equalize the material up to plates, angles, 
and bars, but after that, which is one-half the cost of the ship, you throw 
it all open. 

I heard the eulogy the gentleman from Ilinois has bestowed on Eng- 
land. Ihave nougly wordstosay about England. Iadmire England as 
much as my friend from New York [Mr. RoBinson], who is in front of 
me. [Laughter.] I do not care whether we buy from England or any 
other nation. What I contend for is that we ought to exalt this nation 
above all others, and that we ought to use this as a means of equipping 
ourselves as a nation for all events of the future. 

Mr. HERBERT. Mr. Speaker, if it be as the gentleman from Maine 
has just asserted that the Democratic party was responsible for passing 
the first of the land-grant acts, the principle on which that grant pro- 
ceeded was that one section of the public land was given to a railroad, 
while at the same time the section lying alongside of it was doubled 
in value. The Republican party took advantage of that precedent af- 
terward and gave away absolutely and without recompense millions on 
millions of the public domain. 

Mr. RYAN. Upon the same theory. 

Mr. HERBERT. The people of this country have condemned by the 
political platforms of both parties the land-grant system. Those grants 
ought not, therefore, to be quoted here as a precedent now for this pro- 
posed subsidy. 

The Collins line of steamship subsidy, to which the gentleman from 
Maine has alluded, was simply an experiment. That experiment the 
people of this country have also condemned; and now, after both parties 
have condemned these subsidies for years, now when it is absolutely 
certain that the people of the United States are against all subsidies, 
we stand here a party on that side of this Chamber in favor of doing 
with a subsidy the precise thing the party on this side of the Chamber 
proposes to do without a subsidy. 

When this eighteenth section of the bill was framed it doubtless suited 
the subsidy seekers who were consulted in regard to the preparation of 
the bill. When it came in here, sir, some of us pointed at the snake 
that lay in the grass of that section. Doubtless the gentlemen of the 
committee had not seen it before, for as soon as we pointed it out and 
showed what vast opportunities for fraud it opened, what vast sums of 
money would be taken from the Treasury for the benefit of a favored 
few, the committee hastened to propose an amendment; and now, Mr. 
Speaker, what is that amendment? 

It proposes to limit the subsidy, in the first place, to the amount of 
the annual tonnage tax; in the second place, to the difference between 
the price of the materials in the city of Glasgow and in Englandand at the 
place where the vessel is built. We propose to encourage, as the gen- 
tleman from Maine says, ship-building, and to encourage it for national 
purposes. This we want to do just as he does. Their proposition is 
that the ship-builder shall have materials at European prices. We pro- 
pose to do the same thing, to effect the same result. They propose to 
get at it by a subsidy, by putting the hands of the ship-builder into 
the public Treasury to take out the money which represents the com- 
mon sweat and the labor of the toiling masses of the whole country. 
We propose to accomplish it by giving the ship-builders free material. 
The measure of relief is the same. There is no advantage whatever, 
then, to the builder in your amendment, unless you claim that the ad- 
vantage consists in the freights from Europe to America. That advan- 
tage is counterbalanced and far more than counterbalanced by another 
provision of that amendment, which provides, in effect, that there can 
be no distribution of this rebate or drawback until the end of the year, and 
also by the difficulty of getting at that rebate. Every ship-builder wil) 
tell you that he would much prefer to pay the freights directly than to 
attempt to get at the amount of the rebate in this tedious way, and at 
the end of the year it would not even then be certain that he would be 
able to get the full amount to which he was entitled. , 

If the subsidies claimed should amount to more than the tonnage 
dues this amount would be distributed pro rata. 

So that our proposition of free materials is the better one for Amer~ 
ican ship-builders, and I believe that they will so regard it. Are you, 
then, in earnest when you reject our proposition for free materials and 
insist upon this subsidy clause? Is it simply because you prefer to put 
your hand in the people’s pocket and take the money out of the Treas- 
ury, and distribute itin that way? No, you say, itis because you want 
to protect American labor. That is to say, on the most liberal calcu- 
lations that can be made you protect not more than one-hundredth 
portion of the laboring population of the United States (for perhaps 
even a lesser number than that would be directly interested in the labor 
necessary to supply the ship-yards), and in order to give this advantage 
to them you go to the Treasury and take out asubsidy. You tax all 
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the people of the United States for this purpose, instead of passing a | 
plain, straightforward, simple law that will allow the ship-builder to 
get his material where he can get it cheapest. 

So much for the difference between us on that question. Then in addi- 
tion we propose togive freeships. That is tosay, not only that the Amer- 
ican ship-builder shall be encouraged, but the American ship-owner | 
as well; and we want to provide for the contingencies of sudden war, so | 
that our carrying trade might not suffer if war should suddenly spring | 
up between any of the great nations that now do our carrying. I said | 
it before in this discussion, and I only repeat it now because I am at- | 
tempting to sum up briefly and hurriedly the provisions of the bill as | 
it stands and its effects, that in case of such a war we could within | 
thirty days have a fleet of American merchant-vessels to do our carry- | 
ing trade. You have bound the hands of our people on land; you will | 
not let them buy where they can buy cheapest; you deny us that nat- | 
ural right, that natural liberty. We plead now that you will at least | 
give us freedom on the high seas, and freedom in building ships that | 
are to go down unto the sea. 

{Here the hammer fell. ] 

Mr. DINGLEY. Irise, Mr. Speaker, for the purpose of opposing 
the amendment offered by the gentleman from Massachusetts, propos- 
ing that ships constructed in foreign countries may be imported and 
admitted to an American registry free of duty. First, I object to that 

roposition because it would nullify not only the drawback provisions 
of this bill, but also that section which it is proposed to admit giving 
free material. The proposition of the committee as modified, of which 
notice has been given, is to include both the drawback section and 
the free-material section. This would give the original owner of aves- 
sel the right to procure his material either in this country or upon the 
Clyde at the same price. The drawback section simply gives him the 
opportunity of using American material at the same price as it can be 
purchased on the Clyde. The free-material section gives the right of 
importing and using foreign material without duty. If the free-ship 
amendment shall be introduced into the bill it will effectually nullity 
both of these provisions. 

Bear in mind, Mr. Speaker, that the drawback section and the tree- 
material provision propose simply to give the original ship-owner or 
ship-builder his material for an iron ship advanced only to the form of 
plates, bars, angles, and rods. So far both will stand on equal ground. 
But if the free-ship amendment shall be introduced, the builders on the 
Clyde will have the opportunity of coming into our markets with a ship 
constructed there not only with their material, purchased at the same 
price as by the American builder, but also with the advantage of hav- 
ing labor that is at least 50 per cent. cheaper to build a vessel from this 
material. It will be borne in mind that when a vessel is advanced to 
the form of plates, angles, and bars it is only half completed. And 
therefore when you admit to American registry ships built upon the 
Clyde duty free, you give the Clyde builders an advantage in the dif- 
ference between the cost of labor in this country employed in building 
a vessel from iron in the form of angles, plates, and bars that an Amer- 
ican ship-buiider can not have, an advantage which will at once nullify 
the drawback section and the free-material section, and give the mar- 
kets of this country to the builder of a vessel on the Clyde. 

It should be borne in mind that we have in this country to establish 
iron-ship yards. We have but four to-day. Now, no capitalist and no 
gentlemen will invest money in an iron-ship yard to-day if the moment 
that that ship-yard is completed theysare to be brought into competi- 
tion with the builder on the Clyde, who obtains his labor to complete 
his vessel from the point of angles, bars, and rods at two-thirds the 
wages which they have to pay for their labor. 

Why, Mr. Speaker, since we have been discussing this matter I have 
received a letter from Eastern ship-builders saying they have raised the 
capital to establish an iron-ship yard in an eastern seaport, but learn- 
ing that there was a possibility that a free-ship section might be added 
to the bill, they notified me that if that was done every dollar would 
probably be withdrawn, for, as the letter added, ‘‘ We are not fools 
enough to put a large amount of money into an iron-ship yard with a 
view of competing directly with the ship-builders on the Clyde, when 
their labor costs them, after the point of angles and bars, less than one- 
half what it costs in this country.”’ 

{Here the hammer fell. ] 

Mr. ROBESON obtained the floor and yielded his time to Mr. Dinc- 
LEY. 

Mr. DINGLEY. And, secondly, Idesire to call the attention of the 
House to the fact that if a completed foreign-built vessel is admitted 
into this country free of duty, it will be the first time in the history of 
this country that a completed manufacture is admitted without paying 
some duty. 
of wisdom, provides in no case for a duty of less than 30 per cent. on 
any completed manufactured article, and yet it is seriously proposed by 
gentlemen in this House to admit a completed foreign-built vessel with- 
out the payment of any duty. 

Think of it fora moment. Think of it you gentlemen who represent 
South Carolina upon this floor. You ask for a duty upon rice, and yet 


there is not a tenth part of the labor involved in the production of rice 
that there is involved in the construction of a vessel after it is advanced 





to the point of plates, bars, and angles. And yet you say you can not 
produce rice without a duty; and you ask the ship-owners and ship- 
builders of this country to take plates, bars, rods, and angles and then 
proceed to complete the vessel, and have the foreign vessel admit: ed tree 
of duty. The proposition is indefensible. 

You gentlemen who represent Texas upon this floor ask fora duty 
upon wool, for you say you can not compete with the growers of Aus 
tralia and with the growers of South America. 

Take every industry in this country and apply the same principle to 
it that you propose to apply to ship-building and it would break down 
from the start. Mr. Speaker, it is a discrimination against the ship- 
building industry which no one has ever thought of applying to another 
industry. 

To admit foreign-built ships free of duty under such cireumstances is 
to practically give up the attempt to devise a policy to build our own 
vessels for the foreign trade, and to announce to the world that hereattet 
we propose to go to the Clyde to have our iron vessels built. This should 
be understood. No one should favor free ships on the ground that it 
will build up the ship-building industry here. It can not, forthe simple 
reason that no one can take materials advanced simply to plates, angles, 
and bars and from them build an iron steamship in the United States, 
when his labor in constracting such vessel will cost 50 per cent. more 
than it costs his competitor on the Clyde. 

It is said that Germany has admitted free ships and at the same time 
built up the iron-ship buildingindustry. True, toacertain extent; but 
Germany had as cheap labor as England had, and of course she com- 
peted on equal terms. If ship-builders in this country could obtain 
workingmen at English or German wages, then we would not complain 
of free ships. 

The proposition of the gentleman from Indiana to pay half the amount 
of drawback from the Treasury to workingmen is a remarkable one, be 
cause all of this drawback is given simply to equalize the cost of ship- 
building materials in thiscountry and England. Take part of the draw- 
back and pay it to workingmen and it would make their pay 75 per cent. 
instead of 60 per cent. more than the wages on the Clyde, and increase 
the cost of the material 10 per cent. more than the same material costs 
on the Clyde. This, of course, would make it still more impossible to 
build a ship, and therefore none would be built and no workman would 
obtain any of the proposed increase, or even work in a ship-yard at any 
price. 

Theretore I say again that free ships simply means that our ship-yards 
shall build no more vessels for the foreign trade and we shall rely on 
England for whatever we may want. 

But, Mr. Speaker, if this business can be controlled in this country, 
if our ship-builders can have their material advanced to the point ot 
plates, bars, and angles at the same price as our English competitors for 
a few years, they can obtain the experience, they can secure the requi- 
site plant, and they can go forward then with this industry; and within 
five years perhaps they will be able to come in full competition with 
the ship-builders on the Clyde. But to admit free ships to-day, to allow 
a completed ship to come into this country without any duty upon it, is 
the death-knell to the iron-ship building industry in this country. It 
is a confession that we do not intend to supply our own vessels for out 
mercantile marine. 

No great navy was ever built up except on the basis of a merchant 
marine. If you break that down, if you take away the ship-building 
industry in this country so that we can not build our own vessels, as my 
colleague has said, when you go to war where are you? Without the 
means of building your own war vessels. Great navies are never built 
in navy-yards. They are built in private ship-yards. Eighty-one pet 
cent. of England’s war vessels were built in private yards. 

I trust that when we shall reach a vote the free ship will be rejecte: 

{Here the hammer fell. ] 

Mr. BELMONT. I do not like to take up the valuable time of the 
House, after the exhaustive arguments already made by members ot 
the special committee on shipping, which was appointed in consequence 
of a resolutiou introduced by me at the last session of Congress. But 
my interest in this subject will not permit me to pass it by without a 
word of comment. 

No one will undertake to say whether or not the provisions of repeal 
contained in the original bill of the committee or in the pending amend- 
ments will now or speedily be sufficient to bring back under the Ameri- 
can flag its proper share of the ocean carrying trade. That will depend 
on certain facts and circumstances respecting the relations of the whole 
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| present commerce of the world and the whole present ocean carrying 


The tariff of 1846, which has been alluded to as a marvel | 


power. If the ocean carrying trade is now overdone, then, of course in 
& mere business sense there is no room at this moment for more vessels, 
although they may be profitably transierred from one flag to another. 
There are those who say that between 1850 and 1880 the commerce 
of all nations by land and sea increased about 240 per cent., the carry- 
ing power on the sea by vessels increased about 300 per cent., and the 
carrying power on land by railways increased about 395 percent. At 
any rate it seems clear that the carrying power, whether on sea or land, 
has grown in a greater ratio than commerce has grown. And there are 
those also who insist that by reason of the increased efficiency of steamers 
the investments in water transportation are even now excessive, as 1s to 
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be seen by the increase of ballast entries in the several ports of the 
world during the last fifteen years. 

However that may be, I can not doubt about the present duty of Con- 
gress regarding the pending measuresof repeal. TheGovernment should 
instantly remove its heavy hand of impediment and restraint from in- 
dividual enterprise in shipping. Let the skill and ingenuity of Amer- 
icans in this matter be unhindered by Government restrictions. _When- 
ever the favorable moment presents itself, whether it be this year or 
next year or ten years from now, let the freedom of our countrymen to 
build and buy vessels wherever they please be unconstrained by any 
Federal law, and the time may not be so far off when not only our com- 
mercial but our political needs upon the sea will be satisfied. 

In the course of this debate gentlemen on the other side have repeat- 
edly conjured up the specter of a general war in Europe. Why, Mr. 
Speaker, if such an event shall really occur the free-ship clause would 
at once become a necessity, because not only we should be required to 
do our carrying trade, but the belligerents could transfer their merchant 
vessels to our flag. We should then enjoy all the benefits of our neu- 
trality. 

[ Here the hammer fell. ] é' 

Mr. CANNON. Mr. Speaker, I was very much gratified to hear the 
remarks of the gentleman from Maine [Mr. ReEep]. He frankly comes 
forward and confesses (and I believe he is always frank) that all this 
talk about transportation upon the ocean amounts to nothing, because 
it is already cheaper than anything else we pay for. He further frankly 
states that all the talk about restoring the American flag to the ocean, 
so far as the sailing of ships under that flag is concerned, is mere senti- 
ment; and he puts his advocacy of this bill upon one ground, and one 
ground only, that it is necessary for the national defense. 

Mr. REED. Necessary for national purposes. 

Mr. CANNON. Necessary for the national defenses and, as the gen- 
tleman now broadens it, for national purposes. Now, if this bill can be 
defended at all upon any ground itis upon that ground alone. I do not 
believe that his defense is good; and for two reasons. The first is that 
this bill does not propose to change the law touching the building of 
ships for coastwise trade. The ship-yards which we now have give us 
a plant, and they are utilized for the building of ships for that trade, and 
will continue to be so utilized. There is no proposition to give us free 
ships for the coastwise trade. 

Mr. REED. But the kind of plant used for that is not the plant with 
which you can build iron steamships. 

Mr. CANNON. I begyourpardon. Iron steamships of 3,000, and I 
believe as high as 4,000, tons burden have been built in our ship-yards. 
It is suflicient for that, so far as the plant is concerned. 

Then, again, we make our naval appropriations for our war vessels. 
We have our navy-yards in which they can be built. Therefore, from 
that standpoint, so far as national security is concerned, I do not see that 
we can be justified in passing this bill. 

Another reason why I think his position is not well taken is that I 
do not believe this proposed legislation would be practical. Suppose 
you pass this bill. It is a permanent tax upon the Treasury to make 
up the difference in cost of production in this country and in the old 
country. 

Mr. SMITH, of Illinois. Cost of material. 

Mr. REED. It is taken out of the tonnage tax. 

Mr. CANNON. It does not make any difference whether it is taken 
out of the tonnage tax or not; it is so many dollars taken out of the 
Treasury. It makes no difference whether it is whisky tax, tonnage 
tax, or anything else. Now, I do not have any idea and I do not think 
the gentleman himself believes that the people in this countyy would 
submit to taking this bounty permanently out of the Treasury. 

If you put this law on your statute-book, as the committee now pro- 
pose to limit it, it will take at the rate of $2,000,000 a year outofthe 
Treasury for one, two, or three years. Then, with a resolution in busi- 
ness or a change in the opinion of Congress under the demand of the 
people, your law would be repealed and you would take nothing by it. 

Ilaving made this answer so far as I have time to the gentleman’s 
position, I want to state I am in favor of the American policy, in favor 
of protection. My votes will show it; my public course shows it. 

Yet, gentlemen, you cannot protect American labor outside of our 
borders. In our coasting trade, on our internal waters, within ourown 
borders, you can protect, but the moment you go outside into the mar- 
kets of the world you can not do anything till our labor is cheapened. 
I do not believe it will becheapened, and I do not want to see itcheap- 
ened for a century to come—until the country is fully developed. 

You may say, What will our labordo? Sir, it is not obligefl to build 
steamships in order to be employed. We imported last year $400,000, - 
000 worth of manufactured products which, under the principle of pro- 
tection, our high-priced labor can produce and ought to produce. There 
is no fear of people starving for work in this country under a proper 
policy, now or hereafter, at least until the country is fully developed. 

I certainly have no dislike for men who build iron ships, or men en- 
gaged in any other industry. 1 certainly have no desire to demagogue 
about this matter. I do not regard it as a partisan question; I regard 
it as a business question; and if I could see the way clear, if my judg- 





remedy which gentlemen claim that it will be, I would be willing to 
vote for it, provided I could believe it would be permanent. But as I 
believe it would not be permanent or effective I am not willing to vote 
for it. 

One word about free ships. I am for free ships as provided in the 
amendment of the gentleman from Massachusetts, for the reason that 
we now drive American capitalists to make investments in European 
corporations and to have their shipping interests under a foreign flag. 
I am for free ships—not because they are imported into this country; 
they really are not imported. If they were used in the coasting trade 
they would be imported. They are brought into the country, so far as 
our harbors are concerned, and go out again, but they do so in competi- 
tion with the ships of the balance of the world. 

{ Here the hammer fell. ] 

Mr. WHITTHORNE obtained the floor. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. As the Chair understands, the pro forma 
amendment is withdrawn, and it will be considered as renewed by the 
gentleman from Tennessee [Mr. WHITTHORNE]. 

Mr. WHITTHORNE. Mr. Speaker any one listening to the debate 
here upon the pending proposition would conclude that the wealth of 
this country is at a discount in comparison with the wealth of other 
countries, and more especially would he conclude that the people of the 
United States have no commercial marine whatever. 

Mr. Speaker, I desire to refer to a statistical table prepared by Mr. 
Spofford and included in his American Almanac, showing the net ton- 
nage of each of the principal maritime powers of the world, excluding 
vessels under one hundred tons. By thisstatement it appears that the 
net tonnage of Great Britain and British India is 6,940,000 tons; of 
France, 819,000 tons; of Germany, 1,157,000 tons; of Italy, 986,000 
tons; of the United States, 2,438,000 tons. It will be seen that the 
people of the United States in the net amount of their tonnage stand 
second among the commercial nations of the world. When we look at 
the comparative wealth of these countries—and I make this statement 
with pride for my country and its achievements—when we look at the 
import and export trade of these countries, we see that the trade of 
Great Britain and British India is over $4,000,000,000 per annum; of 
France $1,661,000,000; of Germany, $1,678,000,000; of the United States, 
$1,675,000,000, It will beseen that France, Germany, and the United 
States in their import and export trade stand substantially upon an 
equality; yet the commercial marine of the United States is largely in 
excess of that of those countries. When you compare the population of, 
our country with thatof France and her colonies, with that of Germany 
and her dependencies, you find that the United States are nearly equal 
in population, while-wrder the flag of the British Empire there are 
nearly or quite 300,000,000 of population whose wants are to be sup- 
plied. These people being in different portions of the globe demand 
for the supplying of their wants a commercial marine which is not de- 
manded of the United States. It is to be expected from their wealth 
and the relation of these colonies that Great Britain should have a larger 
commercial marine than the United States. 

But, sir, statesmen and patriots looking at this question can not shut 
their eyes to the fact that to-day the largest customer of the people of 
the United States is Great Britain; that out of the entire volume of 
your imports and exports Great Britain demands and receives over 
$600,000,000. Now, the question must occur to practical men whether 
it is wise that weshould so legislate as to drive away our best customer. 
Is it wise on the part of men representing the producers of this country 
to destroy the customer of those producers? And, as a friend near me 
suggests, in doing so do we not destroy also the producer ? 

Mr. Speaker, there is one point to which I desire to arrest the atten- 
tion of gentlemen on this floor. What branch of industry or trade in 
this country is more protected than the coastwise trade of the United 
States? Our protection in that direction is prohibitory. American citi- 
zens do all that trade. In 1860 the tonnage in your coastwise trade is 
represented as having been 2,644,000 tons. Remember, Mr. Speaker, 
with all your protection, with all your prohibition, with all your care, 
the coastwise trade in 1881 amounted to $2,646,000. Does not that show 
you that your protection, that your prohibition, will not and can not 
create a trade beyond the wants of human nature, because the wants of 
human nature after all are commerce. 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman’s time has expired. 

Mr. CONVERSE. I will take the floor, and yield my time to the 
gentleman from Tennessee. 

Mr. WHITTHORNE. Mr. Speaker, I was simply going on to say 
that when gentlemen consult the logic of statistics before them they 
see this idea of protection is not in favor of the interest of the producers 
of this country. And when you come to the consideration of the bill 
now pending that fact will be self-evident. 

Now a word or two on the bill. I am in favor of the first fifteen sec- 
tions, because they remove restrictions which are now placed upon the 
American ship-owner and the American carrier. They should be re- 
moved. All else should be stricken out of the bill. Iam frank enough 
to say that, in my judgment, while I shall vote for free ships, i very 
much doubt whether free ships will add anything to the American car- 
rying trade. And why do I doubt it? If your American ships, 
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pete with American labor, our seamen can not enter into competition 
with the seamen of other countries. So that I question, although I 
shall vote for it, whether free ships will reach what gentlemen aim at. 
What I desire, «nd what I think to be the true remedy, is first to remove 
the restrictions imposed by the first sections of this bill and then to re- 
duce the tariff, so as to give free materials and allow ship-builders and 
ship-owners and carriers to be disembarrassed of the burdens which are 
now imposed upon them. 

Mr. MARSH. Mr. Speaker, in the five minutes’ time which I have 
I shall not attempt to go deeply into any discussion of the questions 
involved in this bill. The decadence of American commerce is a fact 
well known all over this country. There is not a house, nor a hamlet, 
nor a cabin in the most extreme portions of this country whose inmates 
are not aware of the decadence of American shippingand American com- 
merce. Itisacondition of things which is regretted and brings humilia- 
tion to our people everywhere; not alone to those upon the Atlantic 
coast, Who are supposed by some to be most interested in the building 
up of the shipping interest of this country, but everywhere in our land 
where patriotic American hearts are found, is this condition of things 
a source of regret. 

Your newspapers, large and small, all over the country have reiter- 
ated this fact year after year and week after week, and if there is any 
one thing in this country toward which the American people are look- 





ing for a remedy it is to the building up and reinstatement of Ameri- | 


‘an commerce once more upon the high seas. 

Now, for the first time, Mr. Speaker, in twenty years this question is 
practically presented before the American Congress. I approach its con- 
sideration uninfluenced by party consideration. I approach it only with 
a desire to promote the interests of the whole people of this country. 
If this interest can be built up, if it can be restored to its pristine con- 
dition, and if this Congress can build it up, it will receive the plaudits 
not only of the people of the Atlantic coast, but of the people of the 
sparsely settled districts of the great West. 

As a practical question, inasmuch as all sides admit this interest 
should be built up, and built up by legislation, if legislation will ac- 
complish the result—inasmuch as all sides admit the necessity and im- 
portance of building up this industry, it all resolves itself at last into 
the consideration of how it shall be done. It has been said, I believe 
truly and correctly, that the burdens you have levied by your tariff 
legislation, by the duties you have laid upon various materials used in 
the construction of ships, you have made the construction of American 
ships an impossibility in competition with the construction of ships in 
English ship-yards. If that be trne—and that is the charge made by 
gentlemen who oppose this bill—if it be true that the American policy 
of levying a protective tariff has made it impossible to build ships here 
in competition with the English ships, then my friends on the other 
side of the House should join hands with the members on this side and 
remove those tariff duties which affect this industry. 

You say strike down the protective features of your tariff, and ship- 
building can be resumed and the shipping interest of the country can 
be restored to its former prosperity. But, my friends, if you want toac- 
complish something that is practical, do you not know that you cannot 
strike down the protective tariff of thiscountry? You know that even 
if you were to get control of the various branches of this Government 
you have not the courage or the nerve to strike down the American sys- 
tem which has been built up. Gentlemen, you know this; and why 
strike at it by saying we will relieve it if you will consent to the aboli- 
tion of the protective-tariff system? Why do you insist on an impossi- 
bility, on that which you know to be impossible? Why not avail your- 
selves of the opportunity to strike from this ship-building industry the 
features which now oppress it? That is all we propose to do. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Thetime of the gentleman from Illinois 
has expired. 

Mr. MARSH. I do not often trouble the House, and hope I may be 
permitted to have a few minutes longer. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. If there be no objection, the gentleman 
from Illinois will be permitted to proteed for three minutes longer. 

There was no objection. 

Mr. MARSH. Mr. Speaker, a great deal has been said in connection 
with this eighteenth section of the bill proposing a subsidy, to the effect 
that it takes money out of the public Treasury toaid thisindustry. Let 
meask gentlemen upon the other side what are the facts? It takes money 
out of the public Treasury, it is true; but if it does it takes money that 
according to your own assertions has been wrongfully placed there. The 
very money which is taken out of the public Treasury by its provisions 
you claim, under our laws, in the shape of a tariff upon articles that 
enter into the construction of ships, was placed there wrongfully in the 
first instance. You have called it by all kinds of hard names. You 
have not found language severe enough to characterize the proposition. 
You have said it is publicrobbery. Isit publicrobbery? 1s a subsidy, 
to restore that money which has been taken, according to your own state- 
ment, erroneously, to be restored to this interest to build it up and to 
repair the damaged shipping interests of the country, a robbery ? 

For myself, Mr. Speaker, I am in favor of the American policy of a 


protective tariff; but when I find that by the operation of a general | 
tariff law any particular industry in this country, which is a great and | 





valuable one, is being destroyed or crippled by the operation of that 
general tariff system, then I would exempt from the operation of that 
law that particular industry. And it seems to me, Mr. Speaker, there 
is a practical question presented here by this bill in this very provision 
over which this controversy has been proceeding for the last three or 
four days. 

Mr. BERRY. Does the gentleman then admit that the shipping in 
terest of this country is destroyed by reason of the protective taritl? 

Mr. MARSH. That is the claim that is made against the tariff. It 
has been stated that the tariff cripples all industries. 

Mr. BERRY. Do you admit it. 

Mr. MARSH. Ido not know whether the assertion is true or not; 
but I believe myself—and that is why I advocate this bill—I believe 
that if you will give the ship-builders of this country What is proposed 
in the bill, which is simply a rebate of the amount of the tariff that 
will be levied upon the materials that enter into the construction of the 
ship—then I believe, or 1 am hopeful at least, that the ship-building in 
terests of the country, and the American commerce generally, will be 
built up and probably restored to the condition that it once proudly 
occupied. 

But, Mr. Speaker, I was saying, when the gentleman interrupted me 
for a question, that while I believe in the American system of pro 
tection to American industries where American industries need it in 
order that they may compete with foreign industries and foreign labor, 
while I believe in that, at the same time while there is a great and val 
uable interest in this country as great and valuable as the buiiding of 
ships and the American commerce, and when that industry and interest 
is being injuriously affected by this general tariff policy of legislation, 
I say that I would exempt it from the operation of such a law; and 
why? Because that very exemption would be simply furthering the 
project of protecting American industry and carrying out the object and 
the system of legislation by means of which this American industry 
might be revived and benefited. 

| Here the hammer fell. ] 

The SPEAKER pro tempore 
amendment to be withdrawn. 

Mr. MOULTON. I renew it. 

Mr. Speaker, for the last twenty-five years, by the operation of the 
high protective tariff system and our barbarous navigation laws, the 
commerce of the United States and its tonnage upon the seas has been 
constantly decreasing. It is surprising to me that during that whole 
period little or no efforts have been made, or attempted to be made, by 
the party in power to resuscitate or sustain that great interest. I want 
to be understood clearly when I say that I favor any proper measures, 
and shall favor any legitimate ones, that in my judgment tend toward 
the restoration of this great interest; and I am very glad to see that my 
friend and colleague from Illinois [Mr. MArsH] is himself impressed 
with the thought that the tariff under which we have been so long op 
pressed has had something to do with crippling that industry. 

But I say further, Mr. Speaker, to test his sincerity, that when we 
come to the consideration of the fourteenth section I shall offer an 
amendment providing that not only repairs for vessels engaged in the 
foreign trade shall come in free, but that everything that enters into the 
construction or equipment of a foreign ship shall come in free—not pro- 
vide simply for the repairs, but everything entering intoships. In the 
same fourteenth section certain articles are specified, such as cordage 
and other materials necessary to equip our vessels. But I understand 
frora our tariff and protection friends upon that side of the House that 
when that section is reached for consideration they propose to amend it by 
striking out cordage and some other things, so as to protect the special 
interests affected by the text of the bill as it stands now. 

We are all patriotic, Mr. Speaker, when our special interests are un 
affected, and that was most remarkably exhibited before the Tariff? Com- 
mission. While the specialists opposed the decrease of taxes upon 
everything that affected them, they were willing fora reduction of taxes 
upon matters in which they had nointerest. Now, with reference to the 
fourteenth section I shall propose, as I have said, that everything that 
enters into the construction or repairs of the ship shall come in free 

I desire to say but a word here in reference to this eighteenth section 
of the bill. The eighteenth section is a pure gratuity. It is a subsidy 
simply for the benefit of the ship-builder, not for the ship-owner; nor 
can I see how in any way it will protect American industries. ‘1 take 
the ground, sir, that there is no power under our Constitution to grant 
any subsidy such as is attempted to be granted by this eighteenth sec- 
tion. 

This section proposes to take money out of the Treasury and put it 
in the pockets of the ship-builders. Nowhere in the Constitution, in 
my humble judgment, can such power be found. We have the right 
to regulate commerce; but the right to regulate commerce has never 
been decided, as I understand it, anywhere to carry with it the right to 
take money from one class and give it to another. If you admit the 
principle that the right to regulate commerce also carries with it the 
right to do whatever is necessary to protect that interest, there is no 
limit to that power, and you may vote ten millions or forty miilion 

This provision is nothing more nor less than takiag so much out of 
the public Treasury and transferring it to the hands of private individ- 


The Chair understands the pro forma 
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uals. The tendency of the legislation of the past twenty years has 
been constantly toward centralization; and this legislation is nothing 
more than a practical application of that principle. We have seen that 
admirably developed with reference to the Federal judiciary and the 
invasion of the powers of the States, We see it in this case by another 
section in an invasion of the right of the States by preventing them 
from taxing private property. I am opposed to that feature of the 
bill. 

The advantage it seems to me that is given by this bill, excluding 
the eighteenth section, ought to be all that the shipping interest, as to 
foreign commerce, has the right to demand, If we give them free ma- 
terials that certainly places them in a very favored position if, as is 
proposed, in addition to this you exempt this property from taxation 
there is 25 or 3 per cent, in its favor. 

The modification and improvement of the navigation laws certainly 
vives this interest a fair chance. [Here the hammer fell.] I would like 
to have about two minutes more. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr. RoBLNSON, of Massachusetts). Is 
there objection to extending the time of the gentleman from Lllinois 
for two minutes? The Chair hears none. 

Mr. MOULTON. It is claimed by the gentleman from Maine [Mr. 
DINGLEY ] and by others that one of the great reasons why we should 
protect this interest is that it is important to us as a nation for pur- 
poses of defense. It has not been shown by any one how that argu- 
ment applies. These ships that are engaged in foreign commerce are 
not war ships; neither could we use them under the circumstances of 
modern warfare. They could only be used for the purpose of trans- 
porting troops and for freight; and for that purpose we have thousands 
and thousands of vessels upon our coast that could perform that duty 
as well as any of the ships engaged in the foreign trade. It seems to 
me, Mr. Speaker, that if you place this simply upon the ground that it 
tends to our defense as a nation the argument is a weak one. It is 
well known that it is the navies of a country, its harbor defenses, and 
its citizens that defend it. 

The passage of this bill with the eighteenth section is placed upon 
the further ground that the passage of this bill will tend to sustain 
the laborers of the country and elevate them, Let me say to you, Mr. 
Speaker, that, while I favor the laborer, I am opposed to sustaining the 
labor of any particular class at the expense of the whole people. Nine- 
tenths of the laborers of this country—the farmers, the miners, the 
railroad men, the artisans—are wholly unprotected; and now it is 
claimed that the few men who are engaged in building ships or navi- 
gating them upon the ocean should be protected at the expense of the 
whole people. I am opposed to class legislation of every kind. The 
laboring men engaged in ship-building are not asking for this kind of 
special legislation. 

I want to say, in conclusion, another thing. If it is true that with 
the advantages this bill (leaving out the eighteenth section) affords 
foreign commerce it can not sustain itself, it is self-evident it is a busi- 
ness that has not the elements of success and which is not profitable 
and that capital will seek employment elsewhere. And I am opposed 
to giving subsidies to any interest for the purpose of sustaining it at the 
expense of the whole people and all the other interests of the country. 
My doctrine is equal justice to all, special privileges to none. 

Mr. ROBESON obtained the floor. 

Mr. BROWNE. Will the gentleman from New Jersey yield to me 
that I may make a parliamentary inquiry? I want to know what is 
the question now pending before the House. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The pending amendment is to strike 
out the last word of the amendment proposed by the gentleman from 
Indiana [Mr. HoLMAx]. 

Mr. ROBESON. Every provision, Mr, Speaker, in this bill, including 
the fifteenth and sixteenth sections, whichevery gentleman who opposes 
the eighteenth section says he is in favor of, is in effecta subsidy. Each 
one of the sections of this bill relieves some imposition or takes off some 
burden by way of tax or otherwise on the foreign carrying trade which 
has been imposed by previous laws for the sake of putting money into 
the Treasury, to enable it to discharge certain national charges. So that 
every man who votes for any of those sections votes, in effect, money 
out of the Treasury. The man who votes to take away consular fees 
votes to pay the consul out of the Treasury. The man who votes to 
strike down taxation votes to take that resource from the Treasury. 
Every man who votes to take off the wages paid abroad votes to impose 
upon the Treasury the bringing home of all the waifs and poor sailors 
abroad. The principle is admitted by all. 

It is also admitted by all in the statement of this question that our 
foreign carrying trade is declining to death. It is also admitted on both 
sides that something ought to be done to revive it. 

Two propositions are presented. The one is that the tonnage tax 
which is now levied upon the shipping and goes into the Treasury, 85 
per cent. of which comes from foreign bottoms, should be applied to the 
relief of this carrying trade, or that a sum of money from the impost rev- 
enues of the country, if you choose, no larger than the tariff upon the 
material necessary to go into a ship, shall be appropriated and limited 
to the amount of that sum. 

The gentlemen who oppose that say in one breath they want to re- 


peal that and give it—to whom?’ Why, to the foreign interests from 
which it comes. But they are not willing to keep it and give it to the 
American interest to which we seek to apply it. Now, that is stating 
the case fairly, and if anybody can dispute it I would like him to dis- 
pute it. 

But my friend from Illinois, 1 mean on our side of the House [Mr. 
CANNON ], says that he is opposed to this, and he puts his opposition on 
one broad principle. That is, that it is not worth our while toattempt 
American ship-building; it is not worth our while to do it. The ship- 
yards that maintain our coasting trade afford a sufficient plant, he says, 
and then he asks us to resign this great national industry which has an 
element of sentiment and national pride about it which our fathers pro- 
eagacs for, to give it up to the ship-builders onthe Clyde. That is what 

1e says. 

Now, if you are willing to do that, then do it; you have the power, 
perhaps. But let the country understand what you are doing, that is 
all. 

Now, this eighteenth section provides that we shall give a drawback 
on American manufactured material in the building of these ships. 
The committee have also given notice of a proposed amendment that 
will allow all material up to a certain point to come in free for Ameri- 
can ships, as it now comes in free for foreign ships, 

What do you do with that? You put the material on both sides on 
a par in order that our American energy and our American workmen 
can be on a par with the cheap labor on the Clyde. 

But, say gentlemen, that will not do; that will give our American 
ship-builders too much of a chance; that will give our American labor 
too much freedom, and therefore that will not do. We must couple 
with it free ships. What doesthatmean? That means that the whole 
manufactured article, not the material, which does not amount to 50 
per cent. of the value of the manufactured article, but the whole ar- 
ticle, which now must be put together after it comes here by that 50 
per cent. of American labor, shall be brought in free, and that the labor 
of this country shall be antagonized by the labor on the Clyde and the 
Tyne. That is what it means, and it means nothing else. It means 
that the manufactured article, the full-built ship, which employs thou- 
sands of men and takes hundreds and thousands of dollars of capital, 
shall be brought in here free. 

Now, that is proposed to accomplish what? Exactly what my friend 
from Illinois [Mr. CANNON] admits will be accomplished; the destruc- 
tion of American ship-building, which he saysis not worth our while to 
maintain. He says that if he believed this provision would be perma- 
nent he would vote for it. Then let him try it; he can not tell whether 
it will be permanent or not until he tries it. 

There have been remarks made in this debate which call for a reply, 
and I desire to make it. When an American ship-builder, who has in- 
vested his capital in the building up of American shipping and in the 
employment of American labor, seeks to advocate by argument and 
illustration the propositions contained in this bill in favor of American 
labor, he is denounced on this floor by men who do not hesitate to de- 
nounce the representative of American labor, when they have no words 
of denunciation of English interests whichare represented by a lobby in 
the galleries of our Capitol. 

Mr. SPEAKER. The time of the gentleman has expired. 

Mr. ROBESON. I ask to be allowed two or three minutes more. 
Other gentlemen have been granted that indulgence. 

The SPEAKER. If there be no objection the gentleman will be per- 
mitted to proceed. [Aftera pause.] The Chair hears no objection. 

Mr. ROBESON. Now, this gentleman who has been denounced here 
is a man who was born of the people, a man who came from Ireland 
without the advantages of education, a man who by his energy, his in- 
dustry, and his brains has built up the greatest American ship-building 
establishment that we now have in the country or ever have had; who 
to-day employs thousands of Americans and pays them high prices for 
their labor. He is a man in character and in history, in the estimation 
of those who deal with him and know him, the equal, at least, of those 
who denounce him. I am not a man who would denounce any Ameri- 

an industry because somebody profits by it. 

I do not denounce the steel-rail interest because some gentlemen get 
50 per cent, profit by it. I do not denounce the iron interest because 
certain gentlemen have built their fortunes upon it. I say there can 
not be any American industry pursued with energy and with enterprise 
which will not bring profit to somebody. If it did not it would not be 
pursued. 

But I denounce, as far as I can denounce it, that spirit, if there 
is any such spirit anywhere, that would strike a blow at American 
industry in the interest of foreign cheap labor; that would bring into 
this country free a manufactured ship with all her outfit and entirely 
equipped, to the destruction of this great interest, to the discharge 
of that American labor, and the destruction of everything which looks 
toward maintaining our commerce and carrying trade in our own 
hands. 

Mr. BLOUNT. I would like to ask the gentleman something about 
the English lobby here. He has referred to a lobby against this bill. 
Is he sure that that influence is at work here? 





Mr. ROBESON. I have not felt that influence, but I have seen the 
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admitted agents of the English foreign carrying trade here, not on this 
floor, but in these lobbies, and I see them now in the galleries. 
Mr. SPRINGER. Name them. 
Mr. ROBESON. [am not a man who seeks to attack outside peo- 
Je, men who are here to serve those who pay them. 


Mr. BLOUNT. You have already assailed them, now name them. | ufactories under the tariff, and now they propose to attempt to build 


Mr. ROBESON. 
such influences. ; 

Mr. TURNER, of Kentucky. Mr. Speaker, in the tew minutes al- 
lowed me under the rules I have no time to enter into an argument 
upon this bill; in fact, it requires no argument to expose its monstrosity ; 
but I want to avail myself of this opportunity to say a few words to gen- 
tlemen on this floor. 

Mr. Speaker, I have listened day after day to spread-eagle speeches 
of a majority of the committee who framed this bill, and to whom has 
been allotted nearly all the time in general debate, appealing to the 


What I denounce is the spirit which responds to 


patriotism of members to support this bill and to protect ‘‘ American | 


industry.’’ This has always been the cry from those who want to tax 
the great mass of the people to benefit a few. But, sir, I hope no man 
will be deluded by the display of rhetoric and the sophistry we have 
heard for the last five days. 

The main and I might say the only object of this bill is to divert 
part of the revenuesof this Government from its legitimate purpose and 
give it tothose capitalists whodesire to build ships. It is to take out of 
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the Treasury annually about one and a half millions of dollars and give | 
it as asubsidy or bonus to a small class of capitalists to increase their | 


profits in building ships; and we are told this is to ‘* protect American 
industry.’’ The advocates of this seem always when advocating their 
protective schemes to lose sight of the fact that there are other indus- 
tries in this country besides manufactures and ship-building. Over 
27,000,000 of our people are engaged in agriculture. They are already 
taxed about 45 per cent. unjustly for the merchandise they use and for 
the necessaries of life, under your tariff system. These farmers have 
no combinations to protect themselves upon this floor. They have no 
lobbyists here to influence members of Congress. They ask no subsi- 


dies, no bonuses; they toil on year after year bearing the burdens of 


unjust taxation and only ask for justice, and they can not get that. 
Look, Mr. Speaker, at the immense war tax imposed upon the tobacco 

interest in this country—over five hundred millions have been collected 

and paid into the Treasury on tobaccoalone since 1862, as shown by this 


table, to pay the interest on the United States bonds and expenses of 


the Government: 
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An average annual collection during the last ten years of $39,517,- 
840.50, and yet the incomes of millionaires are not taxed one dollar. 

Sir, we can not even get the privilege of selling the products of our 
labor, our tobacco, free from a tax. .Tobacco is a necessity to the pro- 
ducer. He sells his little crop, and with its proceeds isenabled to buy 
the necessaries of life for his family, and yet year after year we have 
asked for the just privilege of selling our crops of tobacco where we 
could get the most money—a right that every freeman ought to have, 
and you deny it tous. At the beginning of this session a bill was re- 
ported by the chairman of the Committee on Ways and Means to abol- 
ish the tax on tobacco and all restrictions on the sale of it. We felt 
encouraged; we thought at last a sense of justice would give the tobacco- 
growers partial relief. But, Mr. Speaker, what has become of that bill? 
It sleeps on the Calendar. The session is rapidly drawing to a close. 
The gentleman [Mr. KELLEY] who has charge of it will not bring it 
forward for consideration. There & no time for its consideration. They 
aré too busy in the Ways and Means Committee room increasing the 
tariff rates, instead of lowering them, as I am informed. 

But there is always time to consider a bill in favor of capital, in favor 
of monopolies, and whenever these bills are brought forward we are told 

they are for the interest of the farmer.’’ How often have we been 
told during this discussion that this bill isin the interest of the farmer. 
Mr. Speaker, no farmer in the land will be benefited by this bill. It 
will not reduce the cost of transportation of produce. It is contrary to 
oo of our institutions to tax the masses to enrich afew. It is class 
legislation of the worst sort. You have driven our ships from the ocean 
and destroyed our commerce by your tariff system by preventing our 
ships from returning laden with profitable cargoes from foreign coun- 
tries. You were warned of this result by that great statesman, Daniel 
Webster, who said it would have that effect. 

Look at the speech of Mr. Webster in 1824, look at the protests and 
resolutions adopted in Boston, in Philadelphia, New York, Belfast and 


Portland, Maine, in the home of the gentleman who reported this bill, 
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4 
all protesting against a protective tariff in 1824, and assigning ason: 
of the chief reasons that it would ruin our shipping interest and de- 
I wish I had time toread them. But, Mr. Speaker 
these warm advocates of this bill and their constituents preferred to 
give up their shipping interest to zet the enormous profits for their man- 


up the shipping interest again by another tax, a subsidy 
to come out of the Treasury of the United States annually 
sir, the bill may be defeated. I enter my protest against it and shall 
vote against it. Reduce your tariff taxation to a revenue standard, 
lighten the burdens of taxation, make your taxes equal and uniform, 
and leave your shipping interest free. Let capitalists buy ships where 
they can get them cheapest, and under the skill, industry, and ente1 

prise of our citizens, the commerce of this great country will take care 
of itself, governed by the natural laws of trade , 

{Here the hammer fell. ] 

Mr. BROWNE. It has been apparent to every reader of our com 
mercial history that our merchant marine has been disappearing from 
the high seas for more than a quarter ofa century. Yet whenit is pro 
posed that the American Congress shall do something in the way of re- 
storing this important industry, it isantagonized by the suggestion that 
we have done nothing to relieve the producers of tobacco or the distill- 
ers of intoxicating liquors. 

Sir, it strikes me that the carrying trade is a matter of national im 
portance, in which every producer, whether on the seaboard or in the 
interior, is interested. But it is said that we may not grant subsidies 
in thatdirection because we ought torelieve the chewersand the smokers 
and the slobberers of this country from the tobacco tax. While I use 
the article myself, [ wish to God it was in the power of Congress to pro 
hibit its production. 

Mr. HAMMOND), of Georgia. 
refer? 

Mr. BROWNE. To either of them. I want my friend from Ken 
tucky [Mr. TURNER] to understand that the very last tax which T as 4 
Representative of my constituency will vote to repeal is the tax on liq 
uors and tobacco. If there beany protectionist inthis House who would 
abolish the entire internal-revenue system in order to compel the Gov 
ernment to derive its entire revenue from import duties, ifthere be such 
a one, I have no sympathy with him. I have but one idea on thissub 
ject; that is, to impose upon tobacco and intoxicating liquors the highest 
duty that can be honestly collected. Ifwecan derive the most revenue 
from liquors by a tax of 40 or 50 cents a gallon, Lam in favorof a tax at 
thatrate. Ifthe revenue may be increased by a tax of $2 or $3 or $5 a 
gallon, I amin favor ofthat rate. So with tobaccoand cigars. Inothe: 
words, if specific taxes are to be imposed upon commodities, [ am in 
favor of deriving the largest possible revenue from luxuries and the 
smallest possible amount from those commodities which are necessary 

Mr. TURNER, of Kentucky. [agree with you in the last part of 
your proposition, and I have never taken any other position. Taxes 
should be lightest on the necessaries of life, bothinternal and tariff tax- 
ation. 

Mr. BROWNE. I would put salt and sugar, and trace-chains, if the 
gentleman from Kentucky pleases, on the free-list. But I would make 
him payas muchas possible upon every chew of tobacco and every drink 
of whisky he may take. 

Mr. TURNER, of Kentucky. 
tion if he will permit me. 

Mr. BROWNE. Certainly. 

Mr. TURNER, of Kentucky. Does not the gentleman know that 
the crop of tobacco raised by the poor man is not a luxury to him, but is 
a necessity? For with it he buys the necessaries of life for his family. 
It is only a luxury to the man who uses it, not to the producer; and it 
is unjust to discriminate against it and burden the producer with taxes 
that are not imposed upon producers of barley, rye, or corn, or to re- 
strict the farmer in his right to sell for the best price the tobacco raised 
by him, the product of his own labor. 

Mr. BROWNE. Mr. Speaker, in my view tobacco whether produced 
by the poor man or the rich man, by the small farmer or by the planter 
of large acres, isbutaluxury. There is no goodin it. It brings noth- 
ing of health. It brings nothing of real enjoyment to the domestic 
It might be dispensed with without injury to anybody and 
with benefit to all. 

What I have said as to tobacco applies with still more force to intoxi 
cating liquors. On this subject of taxation, whether by import duties 
or by internal taxes, I stand here in favor of imposing for the purposes 
of revenue as large a tax as possible upon luxuries and as small a tax 
as may be possible upon articles which are necessaries. 

I see the Speaker’s gavel is about to fall; I hope I may be indulged 
a moment. I only speak once in a decade anyhow. I hope the House 
will give me unanimous consent to go on for two minutes. [Cries of 
‘** Go ahead !’"] 

The SPEAKER. If there be no objection, the gentleman’s time will 
be extended two minutes. 

There was no objection. 

Mr. BROWNE. Now, on the subject of the bill. 
to understand it in all its details. 
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have been on a sailing vessel once or twice in my life. I am, however, 
in favor of encouraging the industry known as ship-building, and par- 
ticularly that industry engaged in the foreign carrying trade. I have 
listened to this discussion with much interest, and have determined in 
my own mind that when those gentlemen who seem to understand the 
subject have perfeeted the bill as nearly as may be I shall vote for it. 
if | were allowed to exercise my own personal judgment I would per- 
mit every American to go into any market and buy any ship at the 
smallest ‘possible cost. I admit that this might be against ship-build- 
ing interests; but if I understand the object of this legislation, it is not 
to promote ship-building but to promote the carrying trade. If you are 
to promote ship-building you will as a matter of course adopt this 
eighteenth section, with its drawback upon tariff duties, and those other 
sections to which I need not refer, But if we intend to secure a mer- 
chant marine and to put it in competition with carriers in foreign bottoms 
we must havecheapships. To getcheap ships we must buy them where 
we can buy them at the smallest possible cost. This seems to me to be 
a proposition that need not be discussed. While such is my opinion, 
however, I wish to say that when this bill has been perfected I intend 
to vote for it, notwithstanding the fact that it may contain some pro- 
visions which do not meet the assent of my judgment. I doubt very 
much the power or the propriety of exempting any kind of property 
from State taxation; but I will waive that question and vote in favor 
of this bill, expecting that if it is imperfect our experience will so dem- 
onstrate, and that future legislation may cure whatever detects may be 
made manifest; for 1 hope to see the time when our people may com- 
pete with any in the world in the carrying trade as well as in every 
other industry. 

{ Here the hammer fell. ] 

Mr. McLANE, of Maryland. Mr. Speaker, I desire to support the 
amendment of the gentleman from Massachusetts [Mr. CANDLER]; I 
wish to express my approval of it at this time, because, as I understand, 
we shall shortly come to a vote on the eighteenth section and all the 
amendments to it. 

If this bill is to be disposed of under this tariff discussion, I for one 
have very little hope of any intelligent solution of the question. If the 
honorable gentleman from New Jersey [Mr. RoBEson] persists in his 
uncompromising opposition to free ships, or if, on the other hand, gen- 
tlemen on this side of the House, especially the gentleman from New 
York [Mr. Hewrrrt], persist in their uncompromising opposition to the 
eighteenth section in any form, it will be absolutely impossible, as has 
been evident from the beginning of this discussion, to come to any sat- 
isfactory conclusion upon this bill. 

The bill will be killed in the house of its friends if these two positions 
are maintained. If this House is called on to consider the protection of 
the ship-building establishment of Mr. Roach, who has been so promi- 
nently introdaced into this debate, if the object of this bill is to pro- 
tect that establishment, if that be its only object, it never had and never 
will have the slightest prospect of passing this House. What support 
it has received in this debate has always been more or less associated 
with the national and political features of the bili. On both sides of 
the House the friends of this bill have looked to the national and political 
features of the American shipping, interest as a whole, ship-building 
and.ship-owning, and if we fall away from that view of the question it 
will go down and have no more support in the House than the least im- 
portant article of the 2,000 which are likely to be the subject of our 
tariff legislation. 

But if the House will take note of the amendment of the gentleman 
from Massachusetts [Mr. CANDLER], and will bear in mind the sub- 
stitute for the eighteenth section proposed by the gentleman from Cal- 
ifornia [Mr. PAGE], who is the chairman of the committee that re- 
perted this bill, the House will find in that substitute the limitation 
that has been asked for on both sides. The House will find it limited 
to the $1,500,000 derived from the tonnage tax and the bounty itself 
rated by the tax on both sailing ships and steamers. The amendment 
of the gentleman from Massachusetts [Mr. CANDLER] is the free-ship- 
ping amendment. It proposes that every ship exceeding 1,500 tons en- 
giged in the foreign trade shall be free, and that will embrace all the 
carrying ships this country will ever want for the foreign trade. From 
fifteen hundred to three or four thousand will leave the carrying trade 
of the world in our hands, and you will have them as free ships. And 
the only accompaniment to that free-ship proposition is the operation 
of the eighteenth section, which does protect the ship-building inter- 
est, but it protects the ship-building interest in a defined way. 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman’s time has expired. 

Mr. McLANE, of Maryland. I ask only for a few minutes longer. 

Mr. PAGE. 1 will take the floor and yield my time to the gentle- 
man from Maryland. 

Mr. McLANE, of Maryland. I say the amendment of the gen- 
tleman from Massachusetts opens the whole principle of the free-ship 
clause as proposed in the amendments of the minority of the committee. 
And with great reserve and deference to gentlemen who are the advo- 
cates of free ships and who are opposed to this subsidy and with whom 
I entirely sympathize, yet I ask their forbearance and their attention 
when I explain to them why I am willing, if I can have this free-ship 
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clause, to take so much of the bounty section as is in the amendment 
of the gentleman from California. That is to say 

Mr. SPARKS. I hope the gentleman will explain how the doing 
away of the tonnage tax is any less taking out of the Treasury ? 

Mr. MCLANE, of Maryland. I have no embarrassment at all in 
taking out of the Treasury any sum which may be judicious. 

Mr. SPARKS. In the way of subsidies? 

Mr. McLANE, of Maryland. No, sir; but the question of amount 
does not reach the principle, but the question of amount reaches more 
immediately the personal discretion and judgment of the legislator. I 
might very freely take out of the Treasury $1,500,000, which comes 
from the tonnage tax, when I would not consent to take out an indefi- 
nite sum of money. And when I addressed the House on the original 
bill I felt it my duty fo call attention to the fact that the original 
eighteenth section had no limitation whatever, that it was a subsidy 
in the most odious sense of the term. But I never dreamed any con- 
tingency would occur in which I would have to give that section my 
support in the shape it is in the bill, as it was well understood it was 
subject to amendments proposed by the minority of the committee. 
From the beginning I have seen my way and my path of duty clear, 
and that was, if possible, to obtain under this bill the principle of free 
ships. And to that extent there is no difference at all between myself 
and my honorable friend from Illinois. The only point of difference 
comes when we look to the eighteenth section; and as I have used the 
strongest terms in denouncing it, I think I might be listened to by my 
friend when I explain the modified form in which it comes in the sub- 
stitute. AsI have said, if we refuse free ships when we can have them 
by. this very limited and very narrow eighteenth section of the bill, | 
think we are acting unwisely, and I say no more. 

Just as I say to my friend, the honorable gentleman who so praises the 
eighteenth section by itself and denounces free ships, I say to him in the 
interest of the great ship-owning interest of this country, and the in- 
terest of commerce and navigation of the country, that he is standing in 
his own light and destroying every prospect of passing the bill into a law. 

{Here the hammer fell. ] 

Mr. ATKINS. May I ask the gentleman one question ? 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman from Illinois [Mr. THoMAs] is en- 
titled to the floor. 

Mr. ATKINS. Will the gentleman yield to me for a question ? 

Mr. THOMAS. Certainly. 

Mr. ATKINS. I desire to ask whether under this amendment as 
modified, supposing a ship to cost $1,000,000, what rebate under the 
eighteenth section would be given ? 

Mr. McLANE, of Maryland. Its proportion, under the original sec- 
tion, of one-third of its value. That, héwever, is proposed to be modi- 
fied. 

Mr. COX, of New York. That refers to iron ships. 

Mr. McLANE, of Maryland. Any ships. As to the wooden ships 
I have not taken it into account at all, because, as the gentleman from 
Maine clearly stated, it is only the iron of the wooden ship that brings 
it under the eighteenth section at all. 

Mr. ATKINS. Would the rebate amount to one-third of the total 
cost ? 

Mr. BUCKNER. It is dependent upon the tonnage. 

Mr. PAGE. It would be $10 per ton for a sailing vessel, and $25 per 
ton on steam-vessels. 

Mr. McLANE, of Maryland. The substitute for the section submit- 
ted by the gentleman from California does away with the plan of de- 
termining this amount, as originally proposed by the eighteenth sec- 
tion, and places it directly upon the tonnage; $10, as’ ‘he has stated, 
upon sailing vessels on each ton measurement, and $25 per ton in the 
case of vessels propelled in whole or in part by steam. 

Mr. THOMAS addressed the House. [See Appendix. } 

Mr. REAGAN. Early in the debate on this bill I submitted some 
remarks in relation to it. Subsequently the gentleman from Georgia, 
[Mr. SPEER] whom I now see in hisplace, did me the honor to make a 
criticism upon the remarks I made; and I desire to call attention to that 
criticism for a moment, as the gentleman is now present. I had en- 
tered into an argument as I supposed to demonstrate that the policy of 
taxing each vocation at the expense of all other vocations in the country 
was a policy which had produced an abnormal condition of things and 
put our whole business on stilts, making prices unusually high; and 
that by the system of taxing all vocations for the benefit of particular 
vocations we had so increased the value of material, of labor, of rents, 
of living, that we had placed it out of our power to build ships in com- 
petition with the policy of other countries which did not impose such 
burdens on their trade. I had gone on to show that the average rate 
of taxation upon the taxable imports of this country was about 43 per 
cent. ; and that the labor of this country, without the subsidy proposed 
here, was already taxed to anamount that no people on the earth would 
endure if it were attempted to be imposed upon them by a direct tax. 
Upon that the gentleman from Georgia made this remark as it is pub- 
lished: 


The logic of the gentleman from Texas and those who think with him is that 








the American workman gets too many dollars, wears too many good clothes, 








; 
} 
Li 
. 
! 
£ 
t 
od 


= is at ile aan 





1883. CONGRESSIONAL 





eats too much nutritious food; that his wife wearsa bonnet which perhaps is too 
ornate, and his little children go to school in clothes too warm, and perhaps are 
too well educated. 


Now, sir, I was arguing in favor of taking off the burdens of these 
ple so as to let them have these comforts. - I could have stood the 
talse statement that I wanted the men to have fewer dollars and poorer 
clothes and less nutritious food. But when it comes to being charged 
that I objected to the women having fine bonnets, I can not stand it 
{laughter}; and when it comes to being charged that I objected to the 
little children going toschool in warm clothes and getting too much edu- 
cation my friend from Georgia piled it on too high. What I did say 
on that subject is here, and it will be seen the gentleman utterly and 
entirely misunderstood what I said. I will read it. [Here the ham- 
mer fell.] I hope I will be allowed another moment. 
Mr. PAGE. I did not understand when the gentleman from Texas 
rose that it was to involve the House in further debate. The gentle- 
man from Georgia [Mr. SPEER] has come to me and says he has been 
attacked by the speech of the gentleman from Texas, and that he must 
have an opportunity to reply. I hope we can close the debate on this 
question without going into these matters, 

Mr. REAGAN. I only desire another moment to complete what I 
was saying. 

Mr. SPEER. 
tleman from Texas to proceed for a moment and complete his criticism 
on my remarks. 

The SPEAKER. In the absence of objection, the gentleman from 
Texas will be allowed to proceed. 

There was no objection. 

Mr. REAGAN. My remarks which were criticised by the gentleman 
from Georgia [Mr. SPEER] were in answer to a question propounded by 
the gentleman from Maine. The gentleman from Maine tMr. DING- 
LEY | asked me this question: 

If the gentleman will permit me, [ will ask him further does he desire to re- 
duce the wages of American labor to the standard of the Clyde? 

I answered the gentleman’s question in this way: 

I shall not answer that question affirmatively. But I will tell my friend what 
I do wish to do. I wish to see a rate of taxation that will let us down off our 
stilts to practical, reasonable, and business relations so that a lower rate of wages 
will buy as much to live upon as the higher rate does now. Ifthe purchasing 
power of one dollar is in the markets at one time equal to what the purchasing 
power of two dollars is in the markets at another time, the laborer gets the 
same price for his labor ateach rate. And if you reduce taxation so that the cost 
ef what a man eats and feeds his family on, the rent of his house, and the 


general cost of living are reduced, this will of necessity lower the rate of wages 
but will not decrease the purchasing power of the wages paid. 


My argument had no reference to wages originally at all; but it had 
reference to a system of taxation that produces artificial values of every- 
thing that enters into ship-building. The idea enunciated by the gen- 
tleman from Maine was what I was replying to, and all I said in relation 
to it was that I wanted no diminution of taxes for the purpose of de- 
creasing the purchasing power of the wages paid; but that we might 
get down from our extraordinary condition of things, which would prob- 
ably have the effect of reducing the nominal amount of wages. 

Mr. BRUMM obtained the floor. 

Mr. SPEER. Will the gentleman from Pennsylvania [Mr. BkRuMM] 
allow mea moment to reply to the gentleman from Texas [ Mr. REAGAN ] 
who has criticised my remarks? 

Mr. BRUMM. I have but five minutes, or I would yield. 

There is no dispute on any side of the House as to the one main ques- 
tion at issue in this bill. It is that something should be done to restore 
the carrying trade to American bottoms. There is a difference, how- 
ever, as to the mode of arriving at that restoration. 

The other side of this House says that we can accomplish that result by 
a fair system of free trade, and because we can accomplish it in that way 
they are opposed to our system of arriving at the same result. What 
is our system? It is to encourage American ownership of vessels, to 
encourage the building of vessels in American yards to be owned by 
American citizens; and to that the other side is opposed. 

Now, to accomplish the object by introducing free trade—and I agree 
with gentlemen when they say that will accomplish it—we must do so 
upon the hypothesis that it will reduce the wages of American labor to 
the standard of the wages of foreign pauper labor. You acknowledge 
the fact yourselves when you say that your free-trade system will en- 
able you to compete with the foreign manufacturers by bringing about 
a reduction of the wages of American labor. 


I ask the gentleman from California to allow the gen- 








But you tell us that this will involve the labor of only a few thousand | 


people. 
interest is an interest which if you touch it at one point will feel the 
influence over the whole country, like electricity, ramifying throughout 
the entire length and breadth of this land. Reduce one interest and to 
that extent you have reduced every manufacturing and laboring inter- 
est in the country. Take one thousand laboring men out of the labor 
market and you have them seeking ingress into other branches of labor. 

What is our system? By having ships built by American labor we 
establish American ship-yards. 
ship-yards. I say it is not only the encouraging of labor throughout 


That may be true; but you forget the fact that the laboring | 


You say that we ask for aid only for | 


the country but it is the establishment of American ship-yards practi- | 


cally without a cost of one farthing to this country. 





I was not surprised when the gentleman from Georgia [Mr. HAm- 
MOND] said that we want no American ship-yards for defensive pur- 
poses, that it was not necessary in time of war to have the plant ready. 
He said, Why, we built the Merrimac, and she revolutionized the en- 
tire system of naval warfare. 

Ideny it. Yow never built the Merrimac. The Merrimac was an 
old ship-of-war, built by the United States before you seceded. Sunk 
at Norfolk, you raised her, and then taking pattern from the old Iron- 
sides, you clad her with sloping walls of iron. That isall youeverdid. 
You did not even build the ram Atlanta. You took the hull of the 
old Fingal, razeed it and built her wall and covered it with railroad iron 
You never had the capacity to build such a ship. I would say, how- 
ever, that if the South had before then encouraged ship-building | 
doubt whether we should have succeeded in whipping her as we did 
We would not have been able to maintain the blockade. 

The SPEAKER. The time of the gentleman has expired. 

Mr. BRUMM. I would like one moment more. 

Mr. HAMMOND, of Georgia. I was not trying to be exact about 
who originally built the ship, for I did not know. I simply enforced 
the idea that when it was necessary to get something to frighten you 
with we got it. Perhaps it was by the adaptation of an old vessel to a 
new use. 

Mr. BRUMM. But you had to use that which we lett with you. 
One word more. There are gentlemen here who are in favor of free 
ships. I do not believe the gentleman from Massachusetts [ Mr. CANp- 
LER], who introduced this amendment, is one of them. But most 
of them are in favor of free ships because they know it will kill the 
entire bill. I for one must vote against it if that amendment shall Ix 
adopted. The law as it now stands obstructs our ship-building; this 
amendment annihilates it. 

Mr. MARTIN. The people of the State which I have the honor to 
represent have been engaged in theindustry of ship-building from ow 
earliest colonial settlement. So important has that industry been to 
our people that we have engraven upon the coat-of-arms of our State a 
mechanic bearing in his handa fully equipped ship. 

One of the first iron vessels propelled by steam that was ever built in 
the United States was built in the city of Wilmington. The only ship- 
yard in the whole country to-day, that I am aware of, that builds iron 
ships on foreign account is located in the city of Wilmington. 

I have heard a great deal in this debate about protection to the iron- 
ship building interest in this country. I do not believe in the principle 
of protection as enunciated in this debate, and which has become. the 
modern doctrine of certain politicians in thiscountry. I donot believe 
in the principle of subsidy, which is the corollary, the natural corollary, 
of the principle of protection. You have protected American ship 
building until you have destroyed it; and now you come to Congress 
and ask us to appropriate subsidies from the Treasury of the United 
States to restore it. 

Sut I can not do justice to this subject in the five minutes which I 
have allowedme. I will not attempt to go into a general discussion of 
all the features of this bill, many of which [ approve. I rose princi- 
pally to read to this House the testimony of one of our principal iron- 
ship builders on thisquestion of subsidies. With the indulgence of the 
House I will reada letter which was written less than a year ago by Mr. 
William G. Gibbons, the president of the Pusey & Jones lron-ship Build- 
ing Company in the city of Wilmington, addressed to my colleague in 
the United States Senate, Hon. THoMAs F. BAYARD. 

WILMINGTON, DEL., April 16, 1882 

My Dear Sir: I have yours of yesterday, and take pleasure in answering 
your inquiries, 

First. As to the difference in value between labor and material in the construc 
tion of an iron ship, I refer to the construction account of one lately built by my 
company, and find the costs of the various details as follows: 





Labor. Material. 
| ae janasonegunaverss £46, 62 876, 447 
PD i ctiaretaccdbeniinatnesssaxenawase ‘ 21,570 29, 924 
EMEDIA ERSTE REE eae Aas 20), 966 16, 062 
Ls Aeapneuennioies sana mass 23, 461 16, 761 
Sundries, consisting of anchor-chains, masts, sails, rig- 
ging, cook’s department, steering-gear, boats, life- 
preservers, outfits in general : 5, 000 15,000 
Total .. : aan 5 117,059 152,194 
Per cent. of whole cost, nearly alas ; 43 57 
Second. As tothe relative cost of the chief material (iron) in this country and 
England, the question isa diflicuitone. If the same grade of iron, | mean the 
same grade as to durability and measure of tensile stre ngth that is used in this 
country were offered to #iip-building in England the prices would rate to-day 


at 3.1 cents per pound here and 2.7 ceits 1 


i England. Comparing under the low 
grades used there, and particularly as t 


» plates, the proportion would be as 5.1 


cents to 2.3 cents, or possibly 2.2 cents ; 

You will see at once that the English vessel is by reason of this an inferior one 
Latterly, however, under pressure of the Board of Trade of London, better iron 
has been put into English passenger vessels than formerly, The lower grades 


have gone into car 

It would be interesting to note the history of these last, during the past five 
years. I have not the statistics by me, but I think that during 1S81, more tian 
twenty have been lost by foundering onthe Atlantic, or were never heard ofatter 
leaving their ports 


ro Vessels mnainiy. 
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In general, when the English use the same grade of material that we do, there 
is little difference in the cost ofthe ships, not enough to pay the expenses 0 send- 
ing the funds across to pay forthem. Labor perdiem is less in the English yards 
than in ours, but we supplement our labor by much labor-saving machinery 
that is unknown there, and our day means ten hours, while theirs is nine hours; 
trades unions have kept out the machinery and shortened the hours. Of allthis 
I speak of what I personally know. [Applause. | 

Third. Timber in the (United States is greatly cheaper than in Great Britain. All 
that is used in the latter country isimported, Much Canadian and Southern pine 
and teak from Hindostan are used, all costly in England. 

Fourth. Asto cost of finished ships, the answer can be deduced from the above. 

Fifth. As to the amount of tariffduties I can not, from any data in my posses- 
sion, give you the exact percentage upon the cost of a complete vessel, but itis 
« large factor, and | am sure that with it abrogated, ship-building in this country, 
looking to furnishing ships to the world’s market, would very shortly be one of 
the most profitable branches of industry in our country. [Applause. ] 

Sixth. As to victualing vessels here and at an English port there is little differ- 
ence, but that little is in favor of American ports. England is not a food-produc- 
ing country. You are doubtless aware that no sailors in the world are fed so 
well and at so much expense as are the American, and with this in view it is 
probable the expense to an English vessel is not greater than to an American 
who draws his supplies from home. 

Seventh. The pay of officers and men on English ships is much less than Ameri- 
can—English receiving but seven-tenths the amount paid the American. 

Kighth. Answering generally, upon the same specification, it is dificult now 
to get quotations from good English builders lower than American. A case in 
point came under my own eye within three months, A party at Vera Cruz wanted 
a steam-vessel of 700 tons. My company made for him drawings and specifica- 
tions, and submitted figures. He said the price was beyond his expectation, and 
declined to order, remarking that he would go to England where he could do 
better, and asked permission to take the plansand drawings. This we gave, and 
he went. 

He is now back, and I have his letter giving his experience. He found two 
parties who would build lower than we, and four who wanted a little more. All, 
however, wanted to cheapen the specification and give him a lower price. 

He goes in a few days home to consult his associates as to whether they shall 
build at all. 
specification, 

This ship subject is a long one, and one, perhaps, upon which more is igno- 
rantly written and printed than any other. 

That the Americans have lost the larger share of the carrying trade of the 
world that they once enjoyed is in no sense due to the fact that their ships cost 
more if purchased at home than abroad, for any difference in this regard is so 
trifling an amount that it can not possibly bear upon the question atall, The 
causes in my judgement are mainly differences in the rate of interest upon capi- 
talemployed, difference on ratesof insurance, Capital now (until very recently) 
has commanded 7 per cent.; in England, 4percent. Insurance here, 7 per cent.; 
there, 5 per cent., and often less, 

Obnoxious legislation, involving tonnage taxes, inspection fees, hospital dues, 
laws requiring certain allowances to sailors, not in the interest of justice, forc- 
ing upon the ship the necessity to purchase and carry patented humbugs, and a 
hundred other things which only foad the American vessels and make the con- 
duct of his business so costly that she can not compete with untrammeled rivals. 

Almost everything a ship requires to use in way of outfit and repairs is en- 
hanced in value by a tariff duty somewhere. All these things add themselves 
together and prove an almost impassable barrier to the American ship-owner 
who wants to put his vessel in the carrying trade of the world, 


Very truly, yours, 
WILLIAM G. 


If they do we shall have the order. He doesnot want the English 


JIBBONS. 
Hon. Tuomas F, BAYARD, Washington. 

Mr. ROBESON. Before the gentleman sits down I would like toask 
him whether the Pusey & Jones Iron-ship Building Company, whose 
letter he has read, is the same concern which by its president has signed 
a petition for the passage of this bill? 

Mr. MARTIN. I see that they have signed such a recommendation, 

{During the delivery of the. foregoing remarks, when five minutes 
had expired, the time of Mr. MARTIN was, by unanimous consent, ex- 
tended for five minutes. ] 

Mr. PAGE. I rise for the purpose of calling the previous question on 
the eighteenth section and the pending amendments thereto. 

Mr. SPEER. I hope the gentleman from California will not call the 
previous question till I have had the opportunity to say a few words. 

Mr. PAGE. There will beample time for the gentleman from Georgia 
{Mr. Speer] to reply to the gentleman from Texas, for there are four 
more sections to be considered. 

Mr. KNOTT. [rise to a parliamentary inquiry. If the previous 
question be sustained will it preclude a motion to strike out the sec- 
tion? Ifso, I desire to make that motion now. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair will state the condition of the question, 
so that there may be no misunderstanding. There is now pending a 
motion made by the gentleman from California [Mr. PAGE] to strike 
out the section and insert asubstitute. There is also pending an amend- 
ment offered by the gentleman from Massachusetts [Mr. CANDLER] 
to the substitute of the gentleman from California. There is likewise 
pending a motion of the gentleman from Indiana [Mr. HoLMAN] to 
amend the original text of the section. The Chair is of opinion, as at 
present advised, that if the motion to strike out and insert should pre- 
vail it —— then be too late to move to strike out that which had been 
inserted. 

Mr. KNOTT. Suppose the motion to strike out and insert should 
not prevail, then I wish to know whether a motion to strike out the 
entire section would lie—— 

The SPEAKER. It would. 

Mr. KNOTT. Whether the previous question be sustained or not? 
I do not want to be cut off by the previous question from making this 
motion. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair is inclined to think that if the previous 
question should be sustained, and the motion to strike out and insert 
should be negatived, the right to make a motion to strike out would be 
cut off under the operation of the previous question. 

Mr. KNOTT. Then, Mr. Speaker, I make the motion now to strike 
out the section. 


The SPEAKER. That motion is not now in order. The Chair will 
make a suggestion. In order that the object sought by the gentleman 
from Kentucky [Mr. KNotT] may be reached, in case the motion to 
strike out and insert should fail, the previous question might now be 
ordered with the understanding, by unanimous consent, that a motion 
to strike out shall be considered pending if it should be in order. It 
could only become in order in case the motion to strike out and insert 
should not prevail. 

Several MEMBERS. 

Mr. SPRINGER. I rise to a parliamentary inquiry. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair must dispose of one question at a time. 
The gentleman from Illinois [Mr. SPRINGER] will suspend for a mo- 
ment. 

Mr. PAGE. TI ask unanimous consent that the amendment offered 
by the committee as a substitute for the eighteenth section may by 
unanimous consent be considered as the eighteenth section of the bill, 
so that these amendments may apply to the substitute, which has the 
unanimous indorsement of the committee. 

Several MEMBERS. That is right. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair does not think that would relieve this 
difficulty at all. 

Mr. SPRINGER. I rise to a question of order. We are considering 
this bill in the House as in the Committee of the Whole. If we were 
in Committee of the Whole, the proper motion would be to close debate 
upon the pending section and all amendments thereto, which would 
allow amendments to be offered thereafter but not debated. I submit 
that the proper motion now is not the previous question, a motion pe- 
culiar to the House, but is a motion to close debate upon the section 
and all amendments thereto. This would bring us to a direct vote on 
the pending amendments, and would allow amendments to be voted 
on thereafter without debate. 

Mr. ANDERSON. That is right. 

The SPEAKER. The difficulty about that proposition is that while 
one is the previous question the other is a mere order of the House to 
close debate on a pending paragraph or section. The Chair thinks, 
however, that this may be solved so as to reach the question by having 
it understood that in case the previous question shall be ordered and 
the motion to strike out and insert shall not prevail, then the motion 
shall be in order to strike out the section. 

Mr. SPRINGER. My point of order is that the previous question is 
not operating, as we are acting upon this bill in the House as in the 
Committee of the Whole. 

Mr. PAGE. Would that do away with the motion to strike out and 
insert? 

Mr. CANNON. What is desired, as I understand it, is that the 
House may have the opportunity to vote on the motion to strike out 
the eighteenth section as amended. 

The SPEAKER. And that is what the Chair is trying to have ac- 
complished. 

Mr. PAGE. I ask unanimous consent that the substitute offered by 
the committee may be considered pending to the eighteenth section. 

Mr.SPRINGER. Let the gentleman from California withdraw his 
demand for the previous question and move that all debate shall be 
closed on the pending paragraph and all amendments thereto. 

The SPEAKER. There seems to be no difficulty about reaching « 
result, if that be the wish of the House. 

Mr. CRAPO. I rise to a parliamentary inquiry. 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman will state it. 

Mr. CRAPO. If the previous question prevails will it be in order to 
submit an amendment to perfect the text? 

The SPEAKER. It would not any further than amendments are 
now pending. 

Mr. CRAPO. Could not amendments be sent to the Clerk’s desk 
and considered pending ? 

The SPEAKER. Not under the rule. 

Mr. PAGE. [rise toa parliamentary inquiry. If the House shall 
consent to close further debate on the section and all amendments thereto 
would I then lose any of my parliamentary rights? 

The SPEAKER. If the House agrees that all debate on the section 
shall now be closed that would cut off any opportunity for further debate. 

Mr. PAGE. But amendments could be offered when in order. 

The SPEAKER. Certainly. 1 

Mr. TOWNSHEND, of Illinois. I rise to a parliamentary inquiry. 

The SPEAKER. Let us settle one question at a time. 

Mr. PAGE. If the House will give consent, then I will withdraw the 
demand for the previous question. 

Mr. TOWNSHEND, of Illinois. I rise to a parliamentary inquiry. 

The SPEAKER. One question will be disposed of before another is 
considered. 

Mr. TOWNSHEND, of Illinois. But I rise to a parliamentary in- 
quiry now. 4 
The SPEAKER. Does the gentleman make a parliamentary point 
against the gentleman from California asking unanimous consent’? 

Mr. TOWNSHEND, of Illinois. My parliamentary inquiry is to 
know whether my amendment is ing and embraced within this mo- 
tion. My amendment was to strike out the eighteenth section. Is that 


That is right. 





pending? 
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The SPEAKER. ‘The Chair heard no such motion. 

Mr. TOWNSHEND, of Illinois. I made it when the gentleman from 
Massachusetts was in the chair. 

The SPEAKER. It was not then in order. 

Mr. SPARKS. ‘The Chair stated that it might be received as a sug- 


gestion. ; : 

Mr. ROBINSON, of Massachusetts. It is proper to state that the gen- 
tleman from Illinois did make the motion at the time, but I ruled it out 
of order. , 

Mr. TOWNSHEND, of Illinois. Is that pending now’? 

The SPEAKER. It is not, and it is not in order now. 

Mr. TOWNSHEND, of Illinois. If the motion is adopted will it de- 

rive me of the right hereafter to offer it? 

The SPEAKER. Thatis the proposition of the gentleman from Ken- 
tucky, which the Chair is trying to have arranged. The gentleman from 
California withdraws the demand for the previous question, and asks by 
unanimous consent that all debate be closed on the eighteenth section 
and all amendments now pending or which may be oficred thereto. 

There was no objection, and it was ordered accordingly. 

Mr. TOWNSHEND, of Illinois. I ask that my motion to strike out 
the section may be considered as pending. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair will entertain that motion when it isin 
order under the ruJes. The first question is on the amendment of the 
gentleman from Indiana [Mr. HoLMAN] to the original text. 

Mr. MILLS. On that I demand the yeas and nays. 

Mr. PAGE. I hope the gentleman from Indiana will withdraw his 
amendment and let it apply to the substitute to the eighteenth section 
offered by the committee. 

Mr. HOLMAN. I prefer to have it voted on as a part of the original 


xt. 

Mr. PAGE. The proposition of the committee is to strike out the 
eighteenth section and insert a substitute therefor. 

The SPEAKER. The Clerk will report the pending amendment, 
offered by the gentleman from Indiana. 

The Clerk read as follows: 


Add at the end of section 18 the following: 


“And provided further, That 50 per cent. of the sum so received from the 


Treasury of the United States by the owner or owners of any such vessel under 
the provisions of this bill shall be paid by such owner or owners to the foremen, 
artisans, mechanics, and laborers who shall have been employed in the con- 
struction or repair of such vessel in proportion to the compensation and wages 
received by them respectively while engaged in constructing or repairing such 
vessel, and such vessel shall not be entitled to be registered, enrolled, or licensed, 
unless the foremen, artisans, mechanics, and laborers employed in constructing 
or repairing such vessel shall have received for their labor thereon, independent 
of the provisions of this act, wages equal to those paid for like labor in the 


other ship-building establishments of the United States; nor until said 50 per | 


cent. shall have been paid to such foremen, artisans, mechanics, and laborers, 
as above provided; and the Secretary of the Treasury shall prescribe rules for 
carrying this provision into effect.” 

Mr. HOLMAN and Mr. SPARKS demanded the yeas and nays. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 

The question was taken; and there were—yeas 101, nays 128, not 
voting 60; as follows: 

YEAS—101, 


Aiken, Cox, William R. Hoblitzell, Randall, 
Anderson, Covington, Hoge, Reese, 
Armfield, Cravens, Holman, Robinson, Wm. E. 
Atkins, Culberson, House, Scoville, 
Barbour, Curtin, Hutchins, Simonton, 
Bayne, Davis, Lowndes H. King, Ringleton, J. W. 
Beach, Deuster, Klotz, Singleton, Otho R 
Belmont, Dibrell, Knott, Sparks, 
Beltzhoover, Dowd, Ladd, Springer, 
Berry, Dugro, Latham, Stockslager, 
Blanchard, Ermentrout, Leedom, Thompson, P. B 
Bland, : Evins, Le Fevre, Townshend, R. W. 
Blount, Flower, Manning, Tucker, 
Bragg, Forney, McKenzie, Turner, Henry G. 
Buchanan, Garrison, MeMilin, Turner, Oscar 
Burrows, Jos.H. Geddes, Mills, Vance, 
Caldwell, Gibson, Money, Warner, 
Carlisle, Gunter Morrison, Wellborn, 
Chapman, Hammond, N. J. Moulton, Whitthorne, 
Crardy, Hardenbergh, Muldrow, Williams, Thomas 
Clark, Hardy Murch, Willis, 
Clements, Haseitine, Mutchler, Wilson, 

, Hatch, Nolan, Wise, George D. 
Converse, Herbert, Oates, 
Cook Hewitt, Abram 8. Phelps, 
Cox, Samuel S. Hewitt, G. W. Phister, 

NAYS—128. 

Aldrich, Carpenter, Godshalk, Jadwin, 
Barr, Caswell, Grout, Jones, Geo. W. 
Belford, Cc x Guenther, Jones, Phineas 
Bingham, Crapo, Hall, Jorgensen, 
Bisbee, Cullen, Hammond, John Joyce, 
Bowman, Cutts, larmer. Kelley, 
Brewer, Dawes, Harris, Benj. W. = Ketcham, 
B " Deering, Haskell, Lacey, 
Browne, De Motte, Hazelton, Lewis, 
Brumm, Dezendort, Heilman, Lindsey, 
Buck, Dingley, Hepburn, Lord, 
Buckner, Dwight, Hill, Lynch, 
Burrows, Julius C. Ellis, Hitt, Mackey, 
Cam Errett, Horr, Marsh, 
Campbell, Farwell, Sewell S. Hubbs, McClure, 
Candler, Fisher, Humphrey, McCoid, 
Cannon, George, Jacoba, McCook, 


xIV——71 





| McKinley, Peirce, Russell, Thompson, Wm, @ 
McLean, Jas. II Pettibone, Seranton, Townsend, Amos 
| Miles, Pound, Shallenberger, Tyler, 
Miller, Ranney, Sherwin, Updegralf, 
Moore, Ray, Skinner, Upson, 
Morey, Reed, Smalls, Van Acrnam 
Morse, Rice, John B Smith, A. Herr, Van Hora 
Neal, Riee, Wm. W Smith, Dietrich C. Wadsworth 
Norcross, Rich, Smith, J. Hyatt Wait, 
| O'Neill Richardson, D. P. Speer, Walker, 
Page, Ritchie, Spooner Ward, 
Parker Robeson Steele, Webber, 
Paul, Robinson, Geo. D Stone White, 
Payson Robinson, Jas. S Strait, Williams, Chas. G 
Peelle, Rosecrans, Thomas Willits 
NOT VOTING—& 
Atherton, Dunnel!, Martin, Shelley 
Black, Farweil, Chas. B. Mason, Shultz, 
Blackburn, Fora, Matson, Spaulding, 
| Bliss, brost, MeLane, Robt. M Calbott, 
Butterworth, Fulkerson Ma ’ laylor, 
Cabell, Harris, Henry 8 Pacheco, Urner, 
Calkins, Henderson, Prescott, Valentine, 
Cassidy, Ilerndon, Reagan, Van Voorhis, 
Colerick, Hiscock, Rice, The iM Washburn 
; Cornell, Hooker, Richardson, J. 38 Watson, 
| Crowley, Jlouk, Robertson, West, 
| Darrall, Hubbell, Ross, Wise, Morean R 
| Davidson, Jones, James K Ryan, Wood, 1 wnin 
Davis, George R Kasson, Seales Wood, Walter A 
Dunn, Kenna, Shackelford, Young 


So the amendment was not agreed to 

The following pairs were announced: 

Mr. CORNELL with Mr. BLACK. 

Mr. SPAULDING with Mr. Jones of Arkansas 
Mr. VALENTINE with Mr. DAvipson. 

| Mr. RiIcHARDSON, of New York, with Mr. RiGHARDSON, of South 
| Carolina. 

| Mr. HUBBELL with Mr. BLACKBURN 

Mr. DUNNELL with Mr. HArnris of New Jersey. 
Mr. HENDERSON with Mr. BENJAMIN Woop 

} Mr. URNER with Mr. MCLANE of Maryland. 

Mr. MAson with Mr. KENNA. 

Mr. DARRALL with Mr. TALBor1 

Mr. WASHBURN with Mr. REAGAN 

Mr. DAvis, of J}linois, with Mr. CABELL 

Mr. CALKINS with Mr. MAtTson. 

Mr. TAYLOR with Mr. ATHERTON 

Mr. CROWLEY with Mr. Ross. 

Mr. FISHER with Mr. Rosecrans 

Mr. WATSON with Mr. Ric 

Mr. BUTTERWORTH with Mr. DUNN. 

Mr. FARWELL, of Illinois, with Mr. SCALES 

Mr. RYAN with Mr. Wisp of Pennsylvania. 

Mr. ARMFIELD I desire to announce that my colleagues, Mr 
SCALES and Mr. SHACKELVORD, are both detained trom the House in 
consequence of sickness. 

On motion of Mr. PAGE, by unanimous 
names was dispensed with. 

The result of the vote was then announced as above recorded 





consent, the reading of the 


The SPEAKER. The question recurs upon the amendment offered 
by the gentleman from Massachusetts to the substitute offered by the 
gentleman from California, which the Clerk will report. 


Mr. PAGE. Woulditbeinorder now toask unanimousconsent that 
the committee’s substitute may be considered as the eighteenth section 
| of the bill, and let the amendment of the gentleman from Massachusetts 
| be offered to this substitute? 

Mr. COBB 
had ? 

The SPEAKER. It has been, and the result of the vote announced 
The House has now proces ded to the consideration of another subjeet 

Mr. COBB. 1 was absent for a moment; when I came in I was told 
that it was the first call of the roll. 

The SPEAKER. 
ative. 

Mr. COBB. Thatis right. [Laughter. ] 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman from California [Mr. PAGE] asks 
unanimous consent to have the amendment or substitute offered by him, 
which he states was the one agreed upon by the committee, to be con- 
sidered as the original section of the bill to which the amendment of the 
gentleman from Massachusetts would apply 

Mr. ANDERSON. I object to that. 
| Mr. SPARKS. Ifthe gentleman would allow that to be voted upon 

first, on the motion to strike out that substitute, considering it as the 
section, prior to the vote upon the amendment of the gentleman from 
Massachusetts, I think he could have unanimous consent. 

The SPEAKER. 

Mr. SPARKS. 


I desire to makean inquiry. Has the second call been 


? 


The gentleman is reported as voting in the aftirm 
! 


Objection has been made. 
There could be none to the proposition in that hape. 
MESSAGE FROM THE SENATE. 

A message from the Senate, by Mr. SymMpson, one of their clerks, an 
nounced that the Senate had passed without amendment House joint, 
resolution 308, changing thename of the National Bank of Winterset, 
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im Towa; and also, that the Senate had passed a bill (S. 1844) for the 
relief of Vitz-John Porter; in which amendments and bill the concur- 
rence of the House of Representatives was requested. 

AMERICAN SHIPPING, 

TheSPEAKER. Thegentleman from Massachusetts [Mr. CANDLER] 
moves to amend the substitute offered by the gentleman from Califor- 
nia {Mr. PAGE] by adding what the Clerk will read. 

The Clerk read as follows: 

That from and after the Ist day of April, 1883, any citizen or citizens of the United 
States may purchase the whole of any steam or sail vessel constructed mainly of 
steel or iron, nomatter where said vessel may have been built, whether within the 
Wnited States or ina foreign country, or whether said vessel may have been 
owned in whole or in part by an alien or aliens; and said vessel shall be regis- 
tered free of duty as to her hull, spars, appliances, outfit, and equipment (includ- 
ing boilers, engines, and machinery, if a a steam-vessel), as a vessel of the United 
States, by the collector in any port of entry of the United States to whom ap- 
plication for such registry may be made by said citizen or citizens, in the same 
manner as though said vessel had been built in the United States: Provided, 
however, That this law shall apply only to vessels of more than 1,500 tons register, 
to be employed in the foreign carrying trade exclusively, and not in the coast- 
wine trade, excepting between ports on the Atlantic and ports on the Pacific 
Ocean. 

Mr. BLOUNT. I call for the yeas and nays. 

Mr. COX, of New York. I suggest verbal amendment, to strike out 
the word “‘law’’ and insert the word “‘ section.’’ 

Mr. CANDLER. I see no objection to that. 

Mr. ROBESON. I object. 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman from Massachusetts [Mr. CAND- 
HER] has the right to modify his amendment. 

Mr. COX, of New York. It is not very important. 

The SPEAKER. Does the gentleman from Massachusetts consent 
to the modification ? 

Mr. CANDLER. 
corrected. 

The Clerk read as follows: 

Provided, however, That this section shall apply only to vessels of more than 
1,500 tons register, &o. 

Mr. CANDLER. I sce no objection to that. 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman from Massachusetts modifies his 
amendment by striking out the word “‘law’’ and inserting the word 
““section.’’ The gentleman from Georgia [Mr. BLouNnT] demands the 
yeas and nays on this amendment to the substitute. 

The yeas and nays were ordered—338 members voting therefor. 

The question was taken; and it was decided in the affirmative—yeas 
125, nays 104, not voting 60; as follows: 


YEAS—1235. 


I would like to have it read as it would stand 


Aiken 
Aldrich, 
Anderson, 
Armiield, 
Atkins, 
Barbour, 
Reach, 
Belmont, 
Reltzhoover, 
Horry 
ieaihers. 
Blanchard, 
Bland, 
mo 


Browne, 
Buchanan, 
Buckner, 
Burrows, Jos. H 
Caldwell, 
Oundler, 
Cannon, 
Carlisle, 
Chapman, 


Cox, William R. 
Crapo, 

Cravens, 
Culberson, 
Cullen, 

Cutts, 


Davis, Lowndes H. 


Deering, 

De Motte, 
Deuster, 

Dibrell, 

Dowd, 

Dugro, 

Dunn, 

Dwight, 

Evins, 

Farwell, Sewell 8. 
Flower, 

Forney, 
Garrison, 
Geddes, 
Guenther, 
Gunter, 
Hammond, N. J. 


Hoblitzell, 
Hoge, 
Holman, 
House 
Hutchins, 
Jones, Geo. W. 
Jones, Phineas 
King, 

Knott, 

Lacey, 
Latham, 
Leedom, 

Le Fevre, 
Manning, 
McCoid, 
McCook 
McKenzie, 
Mclane, Robt. M. 
MeMillin, 
Mills, 
Morrison, 
Morse, 
Moulton, 
Muldrow, 


Reese, 

Rice, Wm. W. 
Robinson, Geo, D, 
Scoville, 
Sherwin, 
Simonton, 
Singleton, Jas. W. 
Singleton, Otho R. 
Smith, Dietrich C, 
Sparks, 

Springer, 
Stockslager, 
Stone, 

Strait, 
Thompson, P. B. 


Townshend, R. W. 


Tucker, 

Turner, Henry G. 
Turner, Oscar 
Updegraff, 
Upson, 

Vance, 
Wadsworth, 
Warner, 


Clardy, 


Clements, 
Cobb, 
Converse, 
Cook, 
Covington, 
Cox, Samuel 8, 


Hardenbergh, 
Haseltine, 
Haskell, 

Hatch, 

Herbe 

Hewitt, Abram 8. 
Hewitt, G. W. 
Hitt, 


Wellborn, 
Whitthorne. 
Williams, Thomas 
Willis, 


Tarr, 
Rayne, 
Belford, 
Bingham, 
Bisbee, 
Bliss, 
Brower, Hall, 

Briggs, ar mee John 


Buck, H 
Burrows, Julius C. : 





Smith, A. Herr Thomas, Van Horn, West 
Smith, J. Hyatt Thompson, Wm. G, Wait, White, 
Speer, Townsend, Amos Walker, Williams, Chas. G. 
Spooner, Ward, Willits, 
Steele, Webber, Wilson. 
NOT VOTING—®6. 


Matson, Shackelford, 
Mosgrove, Shelley, 
Pacheco, —— 

‘ e Pettibone, Spaulding, 
Calkins, Harris, Henry 8. ‘Prescott, Talbott, 
Camp, Henderson, Reagan, Taylor, 

Cassidy, Herndon, Rice, Theron M. Urner, 

Hill, Richardson, D. P. Valentine, 

Hook 2, Richardson, J.8. Van Voorhis, 
Hubbell, Robertson, Washburn, 
Jones, James K. Robinson, Wm. E. Watson, 

n, Rosecrans, Wise, Morgan R. 
Kenna, Ross , Benj. 
Dunnell, Martin, Wood, Walter A. 
Farwell,Chas.B. Mason, Young. 

So the amendment was agreed to. 

Mr. BLACKBURN. Iam paired with the gentleman from Michigan 
(Mr. HuBBELL], but only on political questions; and having advised 
withoneof the gentleman’s colleagues, who takes the same view of this 
question that I do, I have exercised the right to vote. I have voted 
oe ay. ” 

TheSPEAKER. Each gentleman decides these questions for himself. 

Mr. McLANE, of Maryland. I am paired with my colleague (Mr. 
URNER], but I have the privilege to exercise my own discretion on what 
questions to vote or not. 

Mr. ROSECRANS. Having paired with the gentleman from Penn- 
sylvania [Mr. FisHER] this afternoon with the understanding he would 
remain to cast his voteon this question, I voted ‘‘ay.’’ Seeing he is not 
present I withdraw my vote. ; 

Mr. SPRINGER. I move to dispense with the reading of the names. 

There was no objection. 

The SPEAKER. On this vote the yeas are 126, the nays are 104. 
The ayes have it, and the amendment is agreed to. [Applause. ] 

Mr. CANDLER moved to reconsider the vote by which the amend- 
ment to the substitute was adopted; and also moved that the motion 
to reconsider be laid on the table. 

The latter motion was agreed to. 

Mr. ROBESON. I offer the amendment which I send to the desk. 

The Clerk read as follows: 

Strike out the words “ free of duty as to” and insert “upon payment of an 
impost duty of 20 per cent. upon the value of.” 

Mr. SPRINGER. To what does that apply? 

The SPEAKER. The Chair understands it is an amendment to the 
substitute as amended. 

Mr. ROBESON. It is protection on the manufactured articles used 
in a ship. 

Mr. COX, of New York. Is debate in order? 

The SPEAKER. It is not. 

Mr. COX, of New York. I want to debate this if any one else de- 
bates it. 

Mr. SPRINGER. Does this amendment apply to the proposition on 
which we have just voted? If it does I make the point of order we can 
not change the text of what we have already agreed to by the last 
vote. 

Mr. ALDRICH. We did not agree never to change it. 

Mr. SPRINGER. We did, so far as this bill is concerned. If the 
Chair is in doubt I will submit authority to show that this having been 
agreed to it must stand. 

Mr. REED. There hasbeen no section agreed to, but merely anamend- 
ment to a substitute for a proposed section. 

The SPEAKER. This substitute has not yet been agreed to. The 
question is whether a proposition to strike out a part of the B 
just voted in as an amendment to the substitute and to insert other 
language isin order. That isa question about which the Chair has some 
doubt. [Afterapause.] If this were a proposition to strike out a por- 
tion of an amendment which had been inserted in the original bill, the 
Chair would certainly hold that it was not inorder. But it isa proposi- 
tion to strike out language which has not yet been agreed to as a part 
of the original bill, but has been agreed to only as an amendment to the 
substitute, or as an amendment toan amendment, for that is the effect of 
it—as an amendment to an amendment which is merely pending. The 
Chair thinks it might be in order to perfect the substitute as amended 
before it is voted on as a part of the bill. . 

Mr. SPRINGER. I make the point of order that the amendment 
just agreed to by the House is not now subject to amendment. 

The SPEAKER. But the difficulty is that the amendment has not 
been to as a part of the bill. 

Mr. SPRINGER. That does not make any difference. The amend- 
ment of the gentleman from New Jersey [Mr. RoBEsoN] applies to lan- 
guage that has just been adopted by the House. If the House can now 
amend that language you can never reach an issue on the pending bill, 
because as soon as we agree to the gentleman’s amendment, if it be 
adopted, I may move to amend that, and so we can continue without 
interruption to pile amendments on amendments to the end of time. 


Atherton, 
Black, 
Bowman, 


Colerick, 
Cornell, 


Ryan, 
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The object of parliamentary rules is to bring the House to a determina- | 
tion, to an issue, toa conclusion of the matter pending. When the | 
House has adopted any particular language, that must stand as the judg- | 
ment of the House. 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman is entirely right in his proposition 
except as to the facts. The fact is that the House has not agreed to 
the amendment of the gentleman from Massachusetts [Mr. CANDLER} | 
as a part of the bill. 

Mr. KNOTT. [I rise to a parliamentary question. 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman will state it. 

Mr. KNOTT. Suppose that the amendment of the gentleman from 
Wew Jersey [Mr. Ropeson] is ruled in order and should be adopted, | 
would it then be in order to move to strike out that amendment ? 

The SPEAKER. To strike out that alone the Chair thinks would 
not be in order. 

Mr. KNOTT. Or to change the language of the amendment ? 

The SPEAKER. By adding to it, certainly it would. 

Mr. KNOTT. This is a proposition to change an amendment just 


adopted. 

TheSPEAKER. But the gentleman from Kentucky [Mr. Knorr] 
will bear in mind the status of this amendment. It is simply an 
amendment to an amendment, which has not yet been agreed to as a 
whole, for the purpose of insertion in the bill. 

Mr. KNOTT. I understand that thoroughly. 

The SPEAKER. If it had been, then the Chair would hold that it 
could not be changed. 

Mr. KNOTT. Butif the amendment of the gentleman from New 
Jersey [Mr. RopEeson] should be adopted, would not its status be pre- 
cisely the same as that of the amendment which has just been adopted ? 
And would not a similar motion to amend be as much in order then as 
the motion now made? That is the question. 

TheSPEAKER. Undoubtedly; but that isadiiferentstatement from 
the one the gentleman just made. 

Mr. KNOTT. No, precisely the same. And if that be so, I would 
like to know when we will reach a conclusion of this matter. 

The SPEAKER. If an amendment is inserted as a part of the bill, 
it would be in order to move to strike out a part of the language in- 
serted, together with other language contained in the bill. 

Mr. COX, of New York. Do I understand that it is in order to move 
to strike out words which have been inserted by action of the House? 

The SPEAKER. If they had been inserted in the bill it would not 
be in order to strike them out. 

Mr. COX, of New York. These words have been inserted. 

TheSPEAKER. But not in the bill; that is the difficulty about it. 
They have been simply inserted in an amendment which has not yet 
been voted on. 

Mr. SPRINGER. Before we pass from this point I would ask the 
Chair to consider an authority in Jefferson’s Manual, on page 124, which 
I will read: 

to amend by inserting a paragraph, or of one, the 
frivade of oy a ph may make it as piuisib an thee wan pete ther hee 
before the question is put for inserting it. 

Now, if the gentleman from New Jersey [Mr. Ropeson ] had desired 
fo amend thisparagraph, the pending substitute, it was his duty to have 
moved thatamendnient before we voted on the amendment tothat sub- 
stitute. The authority goes on to say: 

If it be received, it can not be amended afterward in the same stage— 


That is, the amendment of the gentleman from Massachusetts [ Mr. 
CANDLER] having been adopted by the House, it can not therefore be 
afterward amended in the same stage— 
because the House has, on a vote, agreed to it in that form. 


The SPEAKER. The Chair agrees with that authority, and has been 
stating it all the time, though perhaps in different language. There is 
no controv about that. 

Mr. SPRINGER. Then if there is no controversy the Chair certainly 
can not admit the amendment of the gentleman from New Jersey [Mr. 
ROBESON], because the proposition pending before the House is ‘‘ in 
the same stage;”’ and being in the same stage, the amendment to that 
substitute, which has been agreed to by the House, can not be changed. 
If the gentleman from New Jersey had desired to move an amendment 
to the proposition of the gentleman from Massachusetts [ Mr. CANDLER] 
he should have done so before the House voted on it, but the House 
having agreed to the amendment of the gentleman from Massachusetts, 
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it is too late te change that form of language and substitute other lan- 
guage for it. 

TheSPEAKER. Thegentleman fails to understand this; the amend- 
ment of thegentleman from New Jersey [Mr. ROBESON ] would not have 
been in order before the last vote was taken, because there were then 
pending two amendments, one in the form of a substitute and the other 
an amendment to that substitute oramendment. One amendment hav- 
ing been disposed of, another amendment to the pending amendment 
38 In order. 

Mr. SPRINGER. That does not change the parliamentary rule. 

The SPEAKER. This is a proposition to amend the amendment of- 





fered by the gentleman from California. That is the only proposition. 


1123 


Mr. SPRINGER. If it proposed to modify the language of the 
amendment of the gentleman from California that would be in order 

The SPEAKER. The Clerk will read the amendment 

The Clerk read as follows: 

Strike out the words in the amendment just adopted— 

Mr. SPRINGER. That says the amendment has been adopted. 

The CLERK (continuing to read )— 

“free of duty as to” and insert in lieu thereof“ upon payment of an import 
duty of 20 per cent, upon the value of;” so that it will read “and said vessel 
shall be registered upon the payment of an import duty of 20 per cent. upon the 
value of her hull, spars,”’ &c. 

Mr. SPRINGER. Now will the Chair allow me to read-— 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman from Illinois must not take the 
statement of the Clerk as conclusive against the fact, which every one 
must remember, that this amendment has not been adopted as a part 
of the bill. 

Mr. SPRINGER. I have not so stated. 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman has repeatedly stated it. 

Mr. SPRINGER. No, sir. 

The SPEAKER. This is aproposition toamend a proposition amend- 
ing the amendment of the gentleman from California, which has never 
been adopted. 

Mr. SPRINGER. I understand, however, from the language of the 
amendment that it is to amend the amendment of the gentleman from 
Massachusetts. It so states. 

The SPEAKER. But the amendment of the gentleman from Massa- 
chusetts is now merely a part of the amendment of the gentleman from 
California, which has never been adopted. The rule on the subject is 
very clear. 

Mr. SPRINGER. Will the Chair allow me to read the remainder of 
the paragraph from Jefferson’s Manual to which I have already called 
attention, and which, it seems to me, is conclusive wpon this point? 


In like manner, if it is proposed to amend by striking out a paragraph, the 
friends of the paragraph are first to make it as perfect as they can by amend- 
ments before the question is put for striking it out. If on the question it be re- 
tained, it can not be amended afterward, because a vote against striking out is 
equivalent to a vote agreeing to it in that form, 

The SPEAKER. There isno dispute as to that. The only difference 
here is upon a question of fact, which ought to be well understood 

Mr. SPRINGER. What is the question of fret? 

The SPEAKER. The fact is that the amendment which the gentde- 
man talks about as having been agreed to has not. been agreed to. 

Mr. SPRINGER. But I understood the Clerk to read that this 
proposition was to strike out certain words in ‘tthe amendment just 
adopted.’’ I call for the reading again. 

The SPEAKER. Although the Clerk may have stated that it has just 
been adopted, it has not been, but on!w incorporated as a part of the 
amendment offered by the gentleman from California, which has never 
been voted on. 

Mr. SPRINGER. I make the point that you can not amend the lan- 
guage of the amendment of the gentleman from Massachusetts, because 
the House has just agreed to it. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair has disposed of the question. 

Mr. ALDRICH. I make the point that my colleague should not con- 
tinue throwing at a stick which has already been knocked down 
[ Laughter. ] 

Mr. COX, of New York. I rise to a parliamentary inquiry. If this 
amendment of the gentleman from New Jersey be adopted, will it be 
in order 

Mr. ROBESON. I object to debate. 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman from New York is making a par 
liamentary inquiry. 

Mr. COX, ot New York. 
ment ad infinitum ? 

The SPEAKER. Undoubtedly the amendment of the gentleman 
from California, like all other propositions which are amendable, will 
be subject to further amendment; but only two amendments can be 
pending atone time. As manyas are in favorof theamendment of the 
gentleman from New Jersey will say ‘‘ay.”’ 

Mr. KNOTT. I rose to appeal from the decision of the Chair. 

The SPEAKER. But the gentleman waited until other parliament- 
ary questions had intervened and been disposed of. Those opposed will 
say ‘‘no.’? The ayes seem to have it. 

Mr. KNOTT and others called for the yeas and nays, 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 

Mr. SPRINGER. I call for the reading of the amendment. 

TheSPEAKER. It may be read again 

The Clerk read as follows: 

Strike out the words “ free of duty asto”’ and insertin lieu thereof “ upon pay 
ment of an import duty of 20 per cent. upon the value of;" so that it will read 
“and said vessel shall be registered upon the payment of an import duty of 20 per 
cent, upon the value of her bull, spars,”’ &e. 

Mr. SINGLETON, of [linois. Will the Chair state the precise ques- 
tion upon which we are to vote? 

The SPEAKER. ‘The precise question is the amendment offered by 
the gentleman from New Jersey, which is to strike out the language 
just read and insert what has also been read. 





Will it be in order to amend that amend 
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‘The question was taken; and it was decided in the negative—yeas 107, 

nays 126, not voting 56; as follows: 
YEAS—107. 

lewis, 
Lindsey, 
Lord, 
Lynch, . 
Marsh, 
McClure, 
McKinley, 
McLean, Jas. H. 
Miles, 
Miller, 
Money, 
Moore, 
Murch, 
Mutchler, 
Neal, 


Barr, 

Bayne, 

Belford, 
Beltzhoover, 
Bingham, 
Bisbee, 

Isliss, 

Bowman, 
Brewer, 

Briggs, 

Brumm, 

Buc k, 

Burrows, Julius C. 
Burrows, Jos. H. 
Butterworth, 
Campbell, 
Carpenter, 
Caswell, 

Chace, 

Curtin, 

Davis, George R 
Dawes, 

De Motte, 
Dezendorf, 
Dingley, 

Ellis, . 
Ermentrout, 


Ritchie, 
Robinson, Jas. 8. 
Russell, 
Scranton, 
Shallenberger, 
Skinner, 

Smalls, 

Smith, A. Herr 
Smith, J. Hyatt 
Speer, 

Spooner, 

Steele, 

Thomas, 
Townsend, Amos 
Tyler, 

Van Aernam, 
Van Horn, 

Wait, 

Walker, 

Ward, 

Webber, 

West, 

White, 
Williams, Chas, G. 
Willits, 

Wilson. 


Errett, 
Ford, 


Hall, 
Hammond, John 
Hardenbergh, 
Hardy, 
Ilarmer, 
Harris, Benj. W. 
Hazelton, 
licilman, 
Hepburn, 
Hill, 
Hliscock, 
llorr, 

Houk, 
Hubbs, 
Humphrey, 
Jacobs, 
Jadwin, 
Jorgensen, 
Joyce, 
Kelley, 
Ketcham, 
Klotz, 

Ladd, 


Pound, 

Randall, 

Ranney, 

Ray 

Reed, 

Rice, John B. 

Rich, 
NAYS--126. 
House, 
Hutchins, 
Jones, George W. 
Jones, Phineas 
King, 
Knott, 
Lacey, 
Latham, 
Leedom, 
Le Fevre, 
Manning, 
Martin, 
Matson, 
McCoid, 
McCook, 
McKenzie, 
McLane, Robt. M. 
MeMillin, 
Mills, 
Morrison, 
Morse, 
Moulton, 
Muldrow, 
Nolan, 
Norcross, 
Oates, 
Parker, 
Payson, 
Phelps, 
Phister, 
Reese, 
Rice, Wm. W. 

NOT VOTING—57. 

Fulkerson, Mosgrove, 
George, Pacheco, 
Gibson, Pettibone, 
Harris, Henry 8. Prescott, 
Henderson, Reagan, 
Ilerndon, Rice, Theron M. 
Hooker, Richardson, D. P. 
Hubbell, Richardson, J. 8. 
Jones, James K, Robertson, 
Kasson, Robinson, Wm. E. 
Kenna, 
Mackey, 


Aiken, 
Aldrich, 
Anderson, 
Armfield, 
Atkins, 
Beach, 
Belmont, 
Berry, 
Blackburn, 
Blanchard, 
Bland, 
Blount, 
Bragg, 
Browne, 
Buchanan, 
Buckner, 
Cabell, 
Caldwell, 
Candler, 
Cannon, 
Carlisle, 
Cassidy, 
Chapman, 
Clardy, 
Clark, 
Clements, 
Cobb, 
Converse, 
Cook, 
Covington, 
Cox, Samuel 8. 
Cox, William R. 


Robeson, 
Robinson, Geo. D. 
Ryan, 

Scoville, 

Sherwin, 
Simonton, 
Singleton, J. W. 
Singleton, Otho R. 
Smith, Dietrich C, 
Sparks, 

Springer, 
Stockslager, 
Stone, 

Strait, 
Thompson, P. B. 
Thompson, Wm. G. 
Townshend, R. W. 
Tucker, 

Turner, Henry G. 
Turner, Oscar 
Updegraff, 
Upson, 

Vance, 
Wadsworth, 
Warner, 
Wellborn, 
Whitthorne, 
Williams, Thomas 
Willis, 

Wise, George D. 


Crapo, 

Cravens, 
Culberson, 
Cullen, 

Cutts, 

Davis, Lowndes H, 
Deering, 
Deuster, 

Dibrell, 

Dowd, 

Dugro, 

Dunn, 

Dwight, 

Evins, 

Farwell, Sewell 8. 
Flower, 

Forney, 
Garrison, 
Geddes, 
Guenther, 
Gunter, 
Hammond, N, J. 
Haseltine, 
Haskell, 

Hlatch, 

Herbert, 
Hewitt, Abram 8, 
Hewitt, G. W. 
ifitt, 

Hoblitzell, 
Hoge, 

llolinan, 


Atherton, 
Barbour, 
Black, 
Calkins, 
Camp, 
Colerick, 
Cornell, 
Crowley, 
Darrall, 
Davidson, 
Dunnell, 
Farwell, Chas, B. 
Fisher, Mason, 
Frost, Morey, 

So the amendment was rejected. 

During the roll-call, 

Mr. ROBESON. I change my vote from ‘‘ay”’ to ‘‘no.”’ 

Mr. SPRINGER. The gentleman does that to move to reconsider. 
I will do it for him. 

Mr. ROBESON. Timeo Danaos et dona ferentes. [Laughter. ] 

On motion of Mr. PAGE, by unanimous consent, the reading of the 
names was dispensed with. 

The vote was then announced as above recorded. 

Mr. ROBESON. I move to reconsider the vote by which the amend- 
ment was rejected. 

Mr. McMILLIN. And I move that the motion to reconsider be laid 
upon the table. 

Mr. ROBESON. And pending the motion to reconsider I move the 
House do now adjourn. 

Mr. McMILLIN. I demand the yeas and nays on my motion. 

Mr. ROBESON. I have moved that the House adjourn. 

Mr. SPRINGER. I demand the yeas and nays on the motion to ad- 
ourn. 

Mr. PAGE. I hope the gentleman from New Jersey will withdraw 
the motion to adjourn. 

Mr. ROBESON. At the request of my colleague on the committee 
I will withdraw my motion to adjourn. 

Mr. SPRINGER. 
a division of the House on the motion to adjourn. 


Shelley, 

Sliultz, 
Spaulding, 
Talbott, 

Taylor, 

Urner, 
Valentine 

Van Voorhis, 
Washburn, 
Watson, 

Wise, Morgan R. 
Wood, Benjamin 
Wood, Walter A. 


Shackelford, Young. 


I will withdraw my demand for a count till after. 





Mr. ROBESON. I insist on my motion to adjourn. 

The House divided; and there were—ayes 79, noes 88. 

So the House refused to adjourn. 

The SPEAKER. The question recurs on the motion to lay upon the 
table the motion to reconsider: 

Mr. ROBESON. I withdraw the motion to reconsider. 

Mr. SPRINGER. I move to reconsider the vote by which the amend- 
ment was rejected; and also move that the motion to reconsider be laid 
on the table. 

The latter motion was agreed to. 

Mr. COX, of New York. I move an amendment. 

Mr. PAGE. Ought we not to have a vote on my substitute? 

The SPEAKER. It is amendable. 

Mr. COX, of New York. My amendment is for free materials to 
help the ship-builder. I offer it, tocome in at the end of the substitute. 

Mr. PAGE. The gentleman has insisted there should be no debate 
on these amendments. 

Mr. COX, of New York. I am not debating it. 

The SPEAKER. The Clerk will read the amendment. 

The Clerk read as follows: 

Src. — That section 2513 of the Revised Statutes of the United States be amended 
so as to read as follows, namely : 

“Spe, 2513. All or any part of the materials, whether wood, steel or iron, cop- 
per, yellow metal, bolts, spikes, sheathing, trenails, canvas for sails, whether flax 
or cotton; rigging and cordage, whether hemp, manila-hemp, or iron wire; an- 
chors and cables, iron plates, castings and forgings, angle-irons, beams, masta, 
yards, rivets, bolts, nuts, screws, engines, boilers plates and tubes, and ma 
chinery, and all other materials and appliances which may be necessary for the 
construction and equipment, tn whole or in part, of vessels, whether steam or 
sail vessels, to be built and furnished in the United States after the Ist day of 
April, 1883, may be imported in bond, under such regulations as the Secretary of 
the Treasury may prescribe; and upon proof that such materials have been used 
for such purposes, no duties shall be collected or paid thereon,” 

Mr. DINGLEY. I would like to ask the gentleman from New York 
a question as to the bearing of that amendment. 

The SPEAKER. It is not debatable. 

Mr. DINGLEY. I simply wish to ask whether it applies to coast- 
wise vessels? 

Mr. COX, of New York. It will apply of course to coastwise vessels. 
It applies to all vessels built in the United States. 

The SPEAKER. It is not debatable. 

Mr. PAGE. I judge that in its present shape this is subject to the 
point of order. 

Mr. COX, of New York. I will modify it so that it shall have refer- 
ence simply to the foreign trade. 

Mr. DINGLEY. Including the trade between the Atlantic and Pa- 
ciffe ports of the United States. 

Mr. COX, of New York. I will make the modification. 

Mr. DINGLEY. Let it be submitted as a proviso to section 2513. 

The SPEAKER. The Clerk will report the amendment as modified. 

The Clerk read as follows: 

Provided, That all or any part of the materials, whether wood, steel or iron, 
copper, yellow metal, bolts, spikes, sheathing, trenails, canvas for sails, whether 
flax or cotton; rigging and cordage, whether hemp, manila-hemp, or iron wire; 
anchors and cables, iron plates, castings and forgings, angle-irons, beams, masts, 
yards, rivets, bolts, nuts, screws, engines, boilers plates and tubes, and ma- 
chinery, and all other materials and appliances which may be necessary for the 
construction and equipment, in whole or in part, of vessels to be built and fur- 
nished in the United States after the Ist day of April, 1883, for the foreign trade, 
including the trade between Atlanticand Pacific ports, may be imported in bond, 
under such regulations as the Secretary of the Treasury may prescribe ; and <= 
proof that such materials have been used for such purposes, no duties shall be 
collected or paid thereon. 

The SPEAKER. The question is upon agrecing to the amendment 
of the gentleman from New York, which has just been read as modified, 
to the substitute of the gentleman, from California. ; : 

Mr. SPEER. . I wish to make a parliamentary inquiry. What is 
there in the bill which would prevent materials admitted for the for- 
eign trade being used for the coasting trade ? af : 

The SPEAKER. That is aquestion of fact. The Chair can not in- 
terpret the bill without more information. It would not be the duty 
of the Chair to do so. f 

The question is on agreeing to the amendment submitted by the gen- 
tleman from New York. 

Mr. PAGE. On that I demand the yeas and nays. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 

The question was taken; and there were—yeas 124, nays 106, not vot- 
ing 59; as follows: 


YEAS—12. 

Cox, William R. 
sravens, 

Culberson, 
Curtin, 
Davis, Lowndes H, 
De Motte, 
Deuster, 
Dibrell, 
Dowd, 
Dunn, 
Dwight, 
Ellis, 
Ermentrout, 
Evi 


ns, 
Flower, 


Aiken 
Aldrich, 
Anderson, 
Armfield, 
Atkins, 


Belmont, 
on 
try, 
Bland, 
Bowman, 


Bragg, 
Browne, 


Buckner, , 
Burrows, Jos, H. 


Cabell, Forney, 
——— Garriso: 
Guenther, 
Gunter, 
Hammond, N. J. 
Hardenbergh, 

y 
Haseltine, 
Hatch 


Herbert, 
Hewitt, Abram S, 
Hewitt, G. W. 
Hoblitzell, 


Holman, 








erate 


§ 
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se McCook, Payson, Thompson, P. B 
.. McKenzie, Phelps, Townshend, I. W. 
Jones, George W. McLane, Robt. M. Phister, Tucker, 

Kasson, MeMillin, Randall, Turner, Ilenry G. 
King, Mills, Reese, Turner, Oscar 
Klotz, Money, Rice, Theron M. Upson, 
Knott, Morrison, tobinson, Wm. E. Vance, 
Lacey, Morse, Scoville, Wadsworth, 
Laad, Moulton. Simonton, Warner, 
Latham, Muldrow, Singleton, Otho R. Wellborn, 
Leedom, Murch, Sparks, Whitthorne, . 
Le Fevre, Mutehler, Springer, Williams, Thomas 
Manning, Nolan, Stockslager, Willis, 
Martin, Oates, Stone, WwW illits, 
Matson, Parker, Strait, Wise, George D. 
¢ NAYS—106. 

rr. Grout, - McCoid, Sherwin, 
=~ ne, Hall, McKinley, Skinner, 
Belford, Harmer, MeLean, Jas, If. Smalls, 
Bingham, Harris, Benj. W. Miles, Smith, A. Herr 
Bisbee, Haskell, Miller, Smith, Dietrich C. 
Brewer, Hazelton, Moore, Smith, J, Hyatt 
Briggs, Heilman, Morey, Speer, 
Brumm, Hepburn, Neal, Spooner, 
Buck, Hill, Norcross, Steele, 
Burrows, Julius C. Hiscock, O'Neill, Thomas, 
Camp. Hitt, Page, Thompson, Wm. G. 
Cam ll, Horr, Paul Townsend, Amos 
Carpenter, Houk, Peelle, Tyler, 
Caswell, Hubbs, Peirce, Updegraff, 
Chace, Humphrey, Pound, Van Acrnam, 
Crapo, Jacobs, Ranney, Van Horn, 
Cullen, Jadwin, Ray, Wait, 
Cutts, Jones, Phineas Reed, Walker, 
Davis, George R. Jorgensen, Rice, Wm. W. Ward, 
Dawes, Kelley, Rich, Watson, 
Deering, Ketcham, Ritchie, Webber, 
Dezendorf, Lindsey, Robinson, Geo. D. West, 
Errett, Lord, Robinson, Jas. 8S. White, 
Farweil, Sewell, 8. Lynch, Russell, Williams, Chas, G. 
Ford, Mackey, Ryan, Wilson. 
George, Marsh, Scranton, 
Godshalk, McClure, Shallenberger, 

NOT VOTING—59. 

Atherton, Farwell, Chas. B. Mason, Shelley, 
Barbour, Fisher, Mosgrove, Shultz, 
Black Frost, Pacheco, Singleton, J. W 
Blackburn, Fulkerson, Pettibone, Spaulding, 
Blanchard, Gibson, Prescott, Talbott, 
Bliss, Hammond, John Reagan, Taylor, 
Blount, Ilarris. Ilenry 8. Rice, John B. Urner, 
Butterworth, Henderson, Richardson, D. P. Valentine, 
Colerick, Herndon, Richardson, J.S. Van Voorhis, 
Cornell, looker, Robertson, Washburn, 
Crowley, Hubbell, Robeson, Wise, Morgan R. 
Darrall, Jones, James K. tosecrans, Wood, Benjamin 
Davidson, Joyce, Ross, Wood, Walter A. 
Dingley, Kenna, Scales, Young 
Dunnell, Lewis, Shackelford, 


So the amendment was agreed to. 
The following additional pairs were announced: 
Mr. Lewis with Mr. BLANCHARD. 


Mr. RoBEson with Mr. Blount. 


On motion of Mr. COX, of New York, by unanimous consent, the 


reading of the names was dispensed with. 
The result of the vote was then announced, as above recorded. 


Mr. COX, of New York, moved to reconsider the vote by which the 
amendment was agreed to; and also moved that the motion to recon- 


sider be laid on the table. 
The latter motion was agreed to. 
Mr. ANDERSON. 
Mr. RYAN. 
Mr. MOORE. 

remarks upon the pending bill. 
The SPEAKER. 

from Tennessee ? 
There was no objection. 
Mr. MOORE. 


the record. 


I desire to offer an amendment. 
I move that the House do now adjourn. 
Before that, I ask unanimous consent to submit some 


Mr. Speaker, I do not wish a bill containing so much 
that vitally concerns the interests of our nation as that now under dis- 
cussion to pass this House withoutat least briefly putting myself upon 
I am an intense American; an American who is willing to 


help in the development of every nook and corner of our magnificent | 


land; an American in the broadest and most comprehensive sense of 
that term; one who wishes to see our flag wave triumphantly over sea 
as well as land. 

I believe in that ‘‘ manifest destiny’? which is to carry this nation 
ultimately to the highest possible pinnacle of national glory and re- 
nown, and so believing, I consider it my pleasing duty to do whatever 
I may be able by my votes to help along and hasten that desired at- 
tainment. The weak spot, indeed the weakest now as it seems to me, 
in our national armor, is our poverty upon the seas, our incapacity to 
compete successfully with even smaller nations who make less preten- 
sions. I would, therefore, endeavor by every honorable means to 
strengthen this weakness. We have, it must be sorrowfully admitted, 
lost our American prestige on the ocean. I would do what I can to 
reinstate it. I would legislate purely for American interests and let 
other nations legislate for themselves. 


| 
} 
| 


upon the seas without aiding them in the start by some 





| 


Is there objection to the request of the gentleman | 


| 
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Without undertaking now to argue in detail or going over ground 
already so deeply and thoroughly digged and plowed by eloquent gen 
tlemen both for and against the bill under discussion, I am tree’ to ex 
press the opinion that we can never successfully re-establish our ships 
sort of national 
legislation which shall discriminate something in their favor; you may 
call it ‘‘drawback,’’ ** bounty,”’ “ rebate,”’ ‘‘subsidy,’’ or what you will. 
And if certain Ameri in ship-vards, ship-builders, orship-owners shall, 
in the successful building up of our now substantially lost national ma- 
rine, make fair or even liberal profits upon their enterprise and their in 
vestments, I shall not consider that any suflicient reason for objecting to 
a policy which will inevitably benetit largely more, as 1 believe, the 
other fifty-odd millions Americans who do not build or own ships, but 
who will thereby, I am persuaded, receive far higher resultant avere 
gate advantages. In a broad, enlarged, and national spirit, theretore, 
I will vote for the committee's bill, believing it t 
tion of building up our national 
sea as well as upon the land. 


obe astep in the diree- 
1 supremacy upon the 


French 


LEAVE OF ABSENCE 
By unanimous consent leave of absence was granted to Mr 


llouK, 
for three days, on account of important business 


ROCK ISLAND ARSENAI 


The SPEAKER laid before the House the following me ‘trom the 
President of the United States; which was read, referred to the ¢ 
mittee on Appropriations, and ordered to be printed 


To the Senate and House of Representatives 


onm- 


I transmit herewith, for the consideration of Congress, acommunication from 
the Secretary of War, dated the 10th instant, inclosing one from the Chief of 
Ordnance, together with one from Lieutenant-Colone! Db. W. Flag o 
manding the Rock Island arsenal, Illinois, setting forth the insuficieney of th 
sum appropriated by the sundry civil appropriation act of August 7, 1882, for 
the deepening of the water-power tail-race canal at that arsenal, and recom- 
mending that a special appropriation of $20,000 be made for the 
said work. 


er, come 
o 


completion of 


CHESTER A. ARTHUR 


EXECUTIVE MANSION, January 11, 1883 


CLAMS ALLOWED 


The SPEAKER also laid before the House a letter from the Secretary 
of the Treasury, transmitting schedules of claims allowed under appro- 
priations, the balances of which have been exhausted or carried to the 
surplus fund; which was referred to the Committee on Appropriations, 
and ordered to be printed, 


ORDER OF BUSINESS 
Mr. STEELE.  Lask unanimous consent to take from the Speaker's 
table for reference to the Committee on Military Affairs a bill 
Mr. RYAN. I call for the regular order. 
The SPEAKER. The recular order is the motion to adjourn 
The motion was agreed to; and accordingly (at 5 o'clock p. m.) the 


House adjourned. 


PETITIONS, ET 

The following petitions and papers 
under the rule, and referred as follows: 

By Mr. BREWER: The petition of the taculty of Princeton College, 
New Jersey, in relation to the National Observatory 
on Public Buildings and Grounds. 

Also, the petition of F. B. Thurber & Co., for passage of the bill per 
taining to commercial travelers—to the Committee on the Judiciary 

By Mr. J. H. BURROWS: The petition of D. K. Stringer and 300 
others, of Humphreys and Sullivan Counties, Missouri, for the repeal 
of the duty on lumber—to the Committee on Ways and Means 


were laid on the Clerk’s desk, 


to the Committee 


By Mr. CANNON: The petition of FE. G. Fish and others, for repeal 
| of tax on tobacco and for rebate, &c.—to the same committee 

By Mr. 8.8. COX: The petition of Henry Heiking, for arrears of pen- 
sion—to the Committee on Invalid Pensions. 

Also, the petition of John D. Haas and 75 oth active work- 
ingmen who are consumers of tin-plate and sheet-iron, against in- 


| 


crease ot duties on raw materi 


Means. 


nh Way und 


al, Xe to the Comiunitt 


Also, memorial of Charles B. Tooker and 142 others, citizens of New 
York, asking for the application by contract the vrant of $400,000 
made by Congress four years ago for th iprovement ot Harlem 
River—to the Committee on Commere 

By Mr. CRAPO: The petition of Ia Robinson Shattuck and 
others, offic rs and members ] ! Woman Suilrage Associa- 
tion of Massachusetts, foran amend t tothe Constitution of the United 
States to prohibit the veral Statcs trom distranchising citizens on ae 
count of sex—to the Select Committee on Woman Suttra 

By Mr. FLOWER: The petition ot \ H. Schleick, presid nt nd J 
H. Kafka, secretary of Cigar-make1 Union, and of William F. Damopt 


and George i makers’ Union No. 141, protesting 
against reduction of duty on imported cigars—severally to th 


on Ways and Means. 


Pope, officer of (1 


Committee 
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| 
By Mr. K LOTZ: The petition of dealers in tin-waie of Chambersburgh, | SENATE. 
Pennsylvania, relative to the duty on tin—to the same committee. ; ‘- ne 
By Mr. NORCROSS: The petition of George W. Fitch and 50 others, | FRIDAY, January 12, 1853. 
| i - i A c st ‘ . ¥ i S, i 4 T “© p f J s HY « U ¥ . , 
aon re = : a tts, for increase of duty on Sumates te- Prayer by the Chaplain, Rev. J. J. BuLLock, D. D. 
acco 4) © SA cC Col ec, nn ‘ J i “sain. 49 inl F y : n , : 
By Mr. O'NEILL: The petition of Professor Joseph E. and William he Journal of yeste rday 8 proceedings was read and approved. 
Nourse, adiministrators, for relief—to the Committee on Appropriations. | MESSAGE FROM THE HOUSE. 
By Mr. SCRANTON: The petition of members of the bar of Susque- | A message from the House of Representatives, by Mr. McPHERSO. N, 


hanna County, Pennsylvania, for passage of the bill (H. R. 7120) estab- | its Clerk, announced that the House had passed the bill (S. 2290) to in- 
lishing the northern judicial district of Pennsylvania—to the Commit- | crease the fees of witnesses in the United States courts in certain cases. 
tee on the Judiciary. 


By Mr. A. H. SMITIE: The petition of 57 citizensof Lancaster County, i — = bomeeng war ipheamp 2 ngage : 
Pennsylvania, for an increase of duty on imported tobacco—to the Com- | ,. The E RESIDENT ee tempore laid befe - the Senate a pe pnencen-val 
mittee on Ways and Means. tion from the Secretary of State transmi¢ting the names ot consular 

Also, the petition of 39 citizens of Lancaster County, Pennsylvania, officers not citizens of the United States to whom salaries were paid dur- 
for increase of duty on Sumatra tobaeco—to the same committee. an the fiscal va ending June 30, 1862; which peters referred to the Com- 

By Mr. J. 1. SMITH. The petition of D. 1H. Houghtaling & Co. and mittee on F —. Relations, and ordered to be printed. . 
others, tea merchants of New York, for relief—to the same committee. He also laid before the Senate a communication from the Secretary of 


te ; - gr ean on War transmitting, in compliance with the requirements of the act a 
Also, the petition of John Nichols, D. E. Row, and 37 other mayu- d = I - s a a 
facturers and dealers in tobageo, for repeal of tax on tobacco, cigars, Xc., proved August 7, 1882, the report of the Quartermaster-General of his 
and for & rebate—40 the eames commalétes. examination of the claims of Julia A. Nutt, widow and executrix of 
By Mr. SPAULDING: The petition of J. R. McDonald, president, and Haller yr gy fo ee Mississippi. ie : 
A. G. Monnick, secretary, of Cigar-makers’ Union No. 186, of Flint, | ,. a of pee The bill to which that Comanuaen- 
Michigan, relative to the duty on imported cigars—to the same com- tion relates was reported from the Committee on Claims, and I think 
eittan the communication had better be referred to that committee. We do 
By Mr. A. TOWNSEND: The petition of workingmen of Cleveland, | ®t es it printed. 1 move that it be referred without printing. 
Ohio, against any increase of duty on tin-plates and sheet-iron—to the The motion was agreed to. : p . . 
same committee. _ The PRESIDENT pro tempore laid before the Senate a communica 
By Mr. UPDEGRAFF: The petition of Warner Post, Grand Army tion from the Commissioner of Agriculture, transmitting, in compliance 
of the Republic, of Iowa, protesting against any reduction in internai- | With a resolution of July 1, 1882, a report of the committee of the Na- 


revenue taxation—to the same committee. tional Academy of Sciences upon the subject of sorghum sugar. 
By Mr. WELLBORN: The petition of Ulysses Merchant, for relief— |, The PRESIDENT pro tempore. This subject is an important one, and 
to the Committee on War Claims. the Chair will refer the question of printing the communication to the 


By Mr. WILLIS: The petition of G. W. Chamberlain and others, | Committee on Printing. It consists of five hundred pages of manuscript, 
of Louisville, Kentucky, protesting against increase of duty on tin- | #4 relates to a matter of very great importance. An extra number of 
plates—to the Committee on Ways and Means. 4 copies will doubtless be recommended by the Committee on Printing. 

; Mr. DAVIS, of West Virginia. Shall I understand that the commu- 
The following petitions, praying for a reduction of the duty on sugar, | 2i€ation has been referred to the Committee on Printing? 





were presented and referred to the Committee on Ways and Means: The PRESIDEN t pro tempore. The subject of printing the cuneate 
By Mr. BEACH: Of citizens of Rockland County, New York. nication is referred to the Committee on Printing, and after the commit- 
Ry Mr. BELMONT: Of 42 citizens of Amityville, Suffolk County, | tee bas decided on the number of copies to be printed the communica- 
and of 20 citizens of Whitestone, Queen’s County, New York. » ‘| tden will be refeered to the oe oe cn 
hy Mr. BRAGG; Of 39 citizens of Oakfield, Wisconsin. Mr. DAVIS, of West Virginia. ery well. 
By Mr. BRIGGS: Of William T. Sleeper & Co. and 2,624 others, PETITIONS AND MEMORIALS. 
citizens of New Hampshire. a : , Mr. LAPHAM. I have a letter, which I desire to present, from H. 
By Mr. J. C. BURROWS: Of 70 citizens of Hartford and of 67 citi- 


srewer & Brothers, also one from the Secretary of the Bridgwater Iron 

Company, stating that they were signers of the remonstrance against the 
passage of a bankruptcy law, which I presented some time since, and 
that they signed it a year and a half or two years ago, remonstrating 
against the re-enactment of the bankrupt law of 1867. They say they 
are now in favor of the Lowell bill, and desire its passage. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The papers will lie on the table, the 
bill having been reported. 

Mr. GORMAN presented the petition of Roger Brooke, W. M. Sta- 
bler, and others, citizens of Maryland, praying that Congress will not re- 
duce the tax on spirits and malt liquors and tobaccos, and for a modifi- 
cation of the law relating to the license tax to retail dealers in spirita- 
ous and malt liquors in localities where sale is prohibited by State laws ; 
and 33 citizens of Kingston. which was referred to the Committee on Finance. 

By Me. KLOTZ: OF 79 citizens of Orangeville, Pennsylvania. | Mr. VEST presented a memorial of Daniel W. Camth and F. M. Me- 

By Mr. MARTIN: Of 78 citizens of Milford, Delaware. | 


zens of Kalamazoo, Michigan. 

By Mr. CANDLER: Of 366 petitions of citizens of Massachusetts. 

By Mr. CARPENTER: Of79 citizens of Gowrie, Webster County, and 
of 19 citizens of Westside, Crawford County, Iowa. 

By Mr. ERMENTROUT: Of citizens of the eighth Congressional dis- 
trict of Pennsylvania. 

By Mr. 8.8. FARWELL: Of 40 citizens of Davenport, Towa. 

By Mr. PORD: Of 172 citizens of Barnard, Missouri. 

By Mr. JEASKELL: Of citizensof Ottawaand Osage Mission, Kansas. 

By Mr. HATCH: Of 110 citizens of Scotland County, Missouri. 

By Mr. HIP? T: Ofs1 citizens of Milledgeville, Carroll County, Illinois. 

By Mr. JACOBS: Of 75 citizens of Coxsackie, of 56 citizens of Glasco, 





Lean and other manufacturers using tin-plates and sheet-iron, citizens 

By Mr. PARKER: Of 33 citizens of Port Jackson, New York. of Saint Louis, Missouri, remonstrating against any increase of the duties 

By Mr. PHELPS: Of 100 petitions, signed by 3,523 citizens of Con- | now imposed on the raw material consumed in making tin and shect- 
necticut, iron ware; which was ordered to lie on the table. 

By Mr. G. D. ROBINSON: Of C. H. Bull and 5,052 others, citizens Mr. PENDLETON. I present the memorial of the Swift Iron and 
of Western Massachusetts. Steel Works, of Cincinnati, Ohio, remonstrating against the proposed 

By Mr. ROSS: Of 80 citizens of Freehold, of 31 citizens of Colt’s | rates of duty to be imposed on articles of their manufacture by the tar- 
Neck, and of 42 citizens of Turkey, New Jersey. iff bill, which has been reported to the Senate. It is a communication 
hy Mr. SCOVILLE: Of 86 citizens of East Aurora and of 32 citizens | by telegraph, and very brief, and I ask that it be printed in the Rro- 
of Eden, New York. orp. I would not ask to encumber the RecorD were it not very brief. 

By Mr. SKINNER: Of 83 citizens of Herkimer, New York. I also ask that it lie on the table. 

ty Mr. D. C. SMITH: Of 122 citizens of Atlanta, Illinois. The memorial was ordered to lie on the table and to be printed in the 

By Mr. SPARKS: Of 80 citizens of Mulberry Grove, Bond County, | Recorp, as follows: 
Illinois. 





CINCINNATI, Ont0, January 11, 1985. 

Ry Mr. SPAULDING: Of 35 citizens of Oxford, of 69 citizens of | Hon. Grorcr H. PenpLeton, United Slates Senator: 

Owassa, of 71 citizens of Corunna, of 59 citizens of Byron, and of 20 | ‘The ironand steel manufacturers of Cincinnati and vicinity, having thoroughly 

citizens of Maple Rapids, Michigan considered the proposed rates of duty to be imposed on articles of their manu- 
Ry Mr. W.G THOMPSON: ‘Of 9 citizens of Brooklyn, Iowa | facture, desire to express their unanimous opinion that the rates of duty as 
Vi : o UU, i ; iN: »” ; de , v 9 a. 


‘ > . ~oo aatheese 2 . wg ine 5 proposed by the Senate Finance Committee, if ae ang will prove ruinous to 
By Mr. R. W. TOWNSHEND: Of 58 citizensof Carmi, White County, | their business interests, and they respectfully invoke your influence in aid of 


Illinois the defeat of such committee's report, and favor the immediate adoption of 
Ry Mr UPDEGRAFF: Of 79 citizens of Decorah, of 81 citizens of either the report of the House Ways and Means Committee or Tariff Commis 
Phage 4 sey aloe - - remem | : en sioners. 

Brush Creek, of 37 citizens of Edgewood, and of 80 citizens of Oelwein, Swirt Iron AND STEFI. Works, 

Towa. B. L. HARPER, President. 


By Mr. WEST: Of Dr. E. S. Moore and 78 others, and of Charles 8. Mr. PENDLETON. I also present the petition of the National Con- 
Smith and 82 others, citizens of Saratoga Springs, New York. vention of Manufacturers of Lead Products, sitting in the city of New 
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York, the deleyates to which from the city of Cincinnati are among its 


most important, influential, and intelligent citizens, and as it also is | 


only two or three lines I ask that it be printed in the Rrecorp and lie 
on the table. : | 

The petition was ordered to lie on the table and be printed in the 
Recor, as follows: 
New York, January 11, 1883. 


SENATOR PENDLETON: National Convention Manufacturers of Lead Products, | 


now in session, unanimously request that rates of duties based on 2 cents per 
pound duty on pig lead be made as follows: 
* White lead, dry and ground in oil, litharge, red lead, and orange mineral, 
all 3 cents per pound.” 
Should duty on pig lead be reduced or advanced from 2 cents, an advanced dif- 
ference of l cent per pound in favor of above products should be maintained. 
EaAGLe Wutte LEAD Company, Cincinnati. 
J. H. Morvey & Co, Leap Company, Cleveland. 
GEBHART & CO., Dayton. 


Mr. PUGITI presented the memorial of Anderson & Frank, of Union 
Springs, Alabama, manufacturers of tin and sheet-iron ware, remon- 
strating against ay increase of duty imposed on raw material consumed 
in making such ware ; which was ordered to lie on the table. 

Mr. HOAR presented a petition of Burtt Alexander & Co. and others, 
underwriters, merchants, and masters of vessels engaged in the coast- 
ing trade of the United States, citizens of Boston, Massachusetts, pray- 


ing that a light-ship be stationed on the outer side of Cape Hatteras | 


Shoals; which was referred to the Committee on Commerce. 

Mr. CAMERON, of Pennsylvania, presented the memoria! of J. De- 
wald and others, citizens of Lebanon County, Pennsylvania, remonstrat- 
ing against any increase of the duty on tin-plate ; which was ordered to 
lie on the table. 

BILLS INTRODUCED. 


Mr. KELLOGG asked and, by unanimous consent, obtained leave 
to introduce a bill (S. 2351) for the relief of Dr. Robert Carter; which 
was read twice by its title, and referred to the Committee on Claims. 

Mr. INGALLS asked and, by unanimous consent, obtained leave to 
introduce a bill (S. 2352) to provide for determining the existence and 
removal of inability of the President to discharge the powers and duties 
of his office; which was read the first time by its title. 

Mr. PENDLETON. Let the bill be read at length. 

The bil] was read the second time at length, and referred tothe Com- 
mittee on the Judiciary, as follows: 


Be it enacted, &c., That whenever two heads of Departments shal! state in writ- 
ing to the Chief-Justice of the Supreme Court of the United States that the Presi- 
dent is unable to discharge the powers and duties of his office, then if said court 
be not sitting the Chief-Justice shall within ten days convene the same to hear 
and determine summarily the question of said alleged inability; and if upon 
said hearing it shall appear to said court that such inability exists they shall cer- 
tify their decision to the Vice-President, who shall thereupon discharge the 
powers and duties of the oflice of President. 

Sec, 2. That whenever two heads of Departments shall, in the case provided 
for in the previous section, state in writing to the Chief-Justice of the Supreme 
Court of the United States that the disability so ascertained has been removed, 
then if said court be not sitting the Chief-Justice shall within ten days convene 
the same to summarily hear and determine the question of said removal! of disa- 


bility; and if upon said hearing it shall appear to said court that said disability | 


has been removed, they shall certify their decision to the President and Vice- 
President, and the President shall thereupon discharge the powers and duties of 
said office. 


Mr. PENDLETON (by request) asked and, by unanimous consent, 


obtained leave to introduce a bill (S. 2353) to incorporate the Arkan- | 


sas, New Mexico and Pacific Railroad Company, and ior other purposes; 
which was read twice by its title, and referred to the Committee on 
Railroads. D 

Mr. PLUMB (by request) asked and, by unanimous consent, obtained 
leave to introduce a bill (S. 2354) for the relief of settlers on the Osage 
Indian lands in Southern Kansas; which was read twice by its title, 
and referred to the Committee on Indian Affairs. 

ONTONAGON RAILROAD GRANT. 

On motion of Mr. WALKER, it was 

Ordered, That Senate bill 192, to quiet the title to certain lands in the Upper 
Peninsula of Michigan, with the accompanying reports, be reprinted for the use 
of the Senate. 


Mr. WALKER. Mr. President, some weeks ago I gave notice that 


to-day I should ask the Senate to take up and consider Senate bill 192. | 


I am satisfied that that can not be done to-day. I therefore ask that 


the bill which is to quiet the title to certain lands in the Upper Penin- | 


sula of Michigan be made the special order for to-morrow a week, 
Saturday the 20th instant. 

Mr. MORRILL. I shall have to object to all special orders until we 
get through with the tariff bill. 


Mr. KELLOGG. With the understanding that if the tariff bill of 


which the Senator from Vermont has charge is pending at that time the 
Senator from Arkansas will give way, there may be no objection to 
making the bill a special order. 


Mr. WALKER. As a matter of course I will give way to the tariff 


bill if it is then pending. 
The PRESIDENT pro tempore. Does the Senator from Vermont ob- 


ject? 


Mr. MORRILL. _ I object to all special orders. 
The PRESIDENT pro tempore. Does the Senator from Arkansas ask 


. to have the bill made a special order by a vote of the Senate ? 
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Mr. WALKER. I do, sir. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The Senator from Arkansas asks to 
have made a special order for the 20th of this month, at 2 o'clock, the 
bill he has indicated, 4 

Mr. MORRILL. 


I trust that at this period of the session no special 
orders will be made 


No advantage whatever can be obtained by it, 
| because if the tariff bill or any other bill is under consideration and the 
| Senate resolves to continue with it, that overrides any special order, 

and therefore nothing whatever is gained except to create a contest. for 
the time being and consume time 

The PRESIDENT pro tempor rhe question is on the motion of the 
Senator from Arkansas, to make the bill (S. 192) to quiet the title to 
certain lands in the Upper Peninsula of Michigan the special order for 
the 20th instant. 

Mr. CONGER. What is the proposition about that bill ? 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. 
20th of this month at 2 o'clock. 

Mr. CONGER. I object to making a special order of that bill. There 
is no more necessity for the consideration of that bill than of any other 
bill on the Calendar. It is on the Calendar, and let it stay there and 
take itsplace. There are interests involved and parties interested who 
are not here and perhaps may not be at that time. The Senator from 
| Wisconsin [Mr. SAWYER] perhaps isas much interested in that meas 
| ure, at least in considering it, as anybody, and he does not desire, as | 
understand, to have it made a special order for that day or any other 
until we reach it properly. 

Mr. PLUMB. I sugyest to the Senator from Arkansas that he will 
accomplish his purpose just as well by giving notice that he will on 
that day, or the next day on which it shall be convenient in reference 
to the consideration of the tariff bill, call up his bill. That will take 
less time and accomplish the same purpose exactly. 

Mr. WALKER. I fear not, Mr. President. 1 prefer that it shall lx 
made a special order, as there is a necessity that the bill should b 
considered. A similar bill was reported at the last session of Congress 
and delayed, and it becomes very important to those who are interested 
in these lands that the bill should be considered now. ‘The object. of 
the bill is to quiet titles to certain lands which have been granted to 
parties within the railroad grant alter the ten years, the time limited in 
the act making the grant, had expired. It is a matterof great impor 
tance to those parties that the bill should be early considered. IT hope 
the Senate will make it a special order for the time indicated 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The question is on the motion of the 
Senator from Arkansas, to make the bill indicated by him aspecial order 
for the 20th instant at 2 o'clock 

Mr. CONGER. Is that in the nature of a resolution? 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The Senator from Vermont [Me. 
MORRILL | objected to the bill being made a special order, and then th 
Senator from Arkansas, asked for a vote of the Senate on the subject 
It requires two-thirds to make the bill a special order 
| Mr. CONGER. 
The question being put, there were on a division—ayes 17, noes 22 
| 


To make it a special order for the 





I object to its being made a special order 


The PRESIDENT pro tempore The motion is lost, and the bill is 
not made a special order 


PRINTING OF REVENI BIL! 
Mr. MORRILI Task an order to print five hundred more copies of 
the tariff bill Che old number having been exhausted, Task that this 
| additional number may be printed 


The order was read, as follows 


Ordered, That five hundred additional copies of House bill & be printed 
the use of the Senat 
| The PRESIDENT pro tempo: The order will be referred to the 
| Committee on Printing, and they can report it at any time 
ORDER OF BUSINI 
Mr. PLUMB. Has the morning business been concluded 
The PRESIDENT pro tempore If there be no further concur Lor 


other resolutions—— 

Mr. MORRILL. Chen I move that the Senate proceed to the con 

sideration of the tariff bill 

The PRESIDENT pro tempo The Senator mi Kansas has the 

floor. 

Mr. PLUMB. Ifthe morning busines concluded, I desire to move 
| that the Senate proceed to the consideration of the bill (HL. R. 4429) to 
enlarge the powers and duties of the Department of Agriculture, which 
was passed over when reached on the Calendar to be taken up on m) 
return, and whieh I think can be disposed of without a very great 
deal of debate. Being a House bill it comes within the rule whieh the 
| Senate has established, and which it will find necessary to execute be 
fore the final adjournment in order that any result may be arrived at 
in regard to very important matters of legislation 

Mr. DAVIS, of West Virginia. I am heartily in favor of the bill 
which my colleague on the Committee on Agriculture proposes to take 
up, but i sugcest to him to give notice that he will ask the Senate to 
consider the bill to-morrow or the next day. Thechairman of the Com 
mittee on Agriculture is not in his seat now, and it would suit me bet- 
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tor to have the bill taken up to-morrow or Monday. I hope the Senator 
from Kansas will consent to the course I have suggested. 

Mr. PLUMB. So far as the notice is concerned I shall not give it, 
because [ am aware how ineffectual such notices are. I think unless 
the Senate shall decide to take up some other order I will insist on 
taking up the bill now. 

Mr. MORRILL. I wish to say that that bill will be very likely to 
cause a discussion of at least a whole day; there are many other meas- 
ures in the charge of other Senators which they consider equally impor- 
tant, and if the tariff bill is made to give way to one it will be made 
to give way to another. I therefore hope, as the motion can not be su- 
perseded without a direct vote, that it will be voted down, and I shall 
instant!y then ask the Senate to proceed at once to the consideration of 
the tariff bill. 

Mr. HOAR. What is the present motion? 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. To take up a certain bill on the Cal- 
endar. ‘The Calendar is now the regular order, and the Senator from 
Kansas moves to take upthe bill to enlarge the powers and dutiesof the 
Department of Agriculture. 

Mr. ROLLINS. Is morning business now in order? 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The Chair will receive it. 

Mr. ROLLINS. _ I desire simply to give notice that I shall to-morrow 
morning call up for the action of the Senate the resolution in reference 
to meeting at 11 o'clock in the morning. 

Mr. MORRILL. Willa motion to set aside the present and all other 
orders supersede the motion of the Senator from Kansas ? 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The Chair supposes that the ques- 
tion is to be put first on the motion of the Senator from Kansas. If 
that motion is denied by the Senate, then the Senator from Vermont 
can move to postpone the Calendar until to-morrow morning. 

Mr. PLUMB. Whatis the motion to which the Chair refers ? 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The Chair stated to the Senator from 
Vermont that the motion of the Senator from Kansas is in order first. 

Mr. PLUMB. My motion, if I understand it, is in the nature of a 
suggestion, that as this bill to which I refer was temporarily passed over, 
when the Calendar is taken up it shall be first considera. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. Then the motion of the Senator from 
Vermont is in order to postpone the Calendar until to-morrow. 

Mr. COCKRELL. I should like to make an appeal to the Senator 
from Vermont that we might have some time each morning to consider 
the unobjected House cases upon the Calendar. I think if we devote 
an hour or so each morning to the Calendar we shall not lose anything 
bby it, and we should really facilitate business and prevent the necessity 
of Senators moving to take up special cases, which consumes time. 

There are quite a number of bills on the Calendar which have passed 
the House; they have come to the Senate, have been referred to the ap- 
propriate Senate committeesand favorably reported, and if we take them 
up and act on them, that ends them; it gets them out of our way at this 
session and for all coming time. We ought certainly to consider some 
of those cases. We took up the Calendar the other morning and passed 
several House bills and got rid of them entirely. One or two cases came 
up which provoked discussion and prevented action upon as many as 
otherwise would have been acted upon. 

I think if we should take up the Calendar this morning, we could in 
a very short time dispose of all unobjected House cases on the Calen- 
dar, maintaining the Anthony rule limiting debate to five minutes. 

Mr. MORRILL. Butthe Senator from Missouri must see that every 
one of these cases is sure to be acted upon before the close of the session. 
We shall surely find time to act upon the unohjected cases from the 
House. It will take but a short time to do that. None of the meas- 
ures which have passed the House and are unobjected to in the Senate 
will have to go back to the House; so that there is not the slightest 
danger but what every one of those cases will be considered before the 
close of the session. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. 
Calendar. 

Mr. HOAR. Ido not mean to antagonize the motion of my friend 
from Kansas-—— 

Mr. MORRILL. 
gestion, he says. 

Mr. HOAR. But I think I ought to insist on the right of the bank- 
raptcy measure, which has been acted upon by the Senate on one im- 
portant stage and was recommitted, and actually has its place now. 
Being the special order for Wednesday of this week and being displaced, 
it is entitled to any time which is given to any special measure. I 
think we can determine the opinion of the Senate on that measure in 
a brief space of time one way or the other. 1 shall therefore, if any 
measure has to have precedence out of its course, insist upon ¢hat, not, 
however, applying the rule to the motion which the Senator from Kan- 
gas makes, if he makes it, because that is a matter which was passed 
over without prejudice when reached on the Calendar. 

Mr. PLUMB. Let me say briefly that, if we take up the tariff bill 
now, of course we displace the entire Calendar, and it can not come up 
again practically while the tariff bill is under consideration. We shall 
therefore be in the attitude of having an antagonism to that bill as to 
precedence all the way through. If the Calendar is given a fair show 


The question is on postponing the 


He does not make a motion; he only made a sug- 





of an hour or two each morning, we shall all sit down in harness here 
for work on the tariff bill, and bring that up until it is disposed of, and 
I have no doubt really do more with it, at the same time accomplishing 
as well some other business, which is really important, in the mean 
time. I think, therefore, that the Calendar ought to be proceeded with. 
I only say that the bill to which I have called attention is at the head 
of the Calendar, and it ought to be considered by reason of its impor- 
tance. If the debate shall be interminable upon itso as to displace any 
other portion of the Calendar unnecessarily, or to any very considerable 
length, I shall be willing that it be postponed to some other time; but 
it is certainly in order to be brought up now under the rule of the Sen- 
ate as to considering House bills. Certainly there is no other House 
bill on the Calendar to-day in my judgment which is of more impor- 
tance than this bill, and none which more nearly affects in every way, 
practically and sympathetically, a larger portion of the people of the 
United States than this bill. 

Mr. MORRILL. I suggest to the Senator from Kansas that he had 
better postpone the bill he refers to until it is decided whether we shall 
meet at 11 o’clock. If we determine to meet at 11 o’clock, then there 
will be some time given beyond the morning hour for the consideration 
of such measures. 

Mr. PLUMB. There is no condition about the bill at all. If the 
Senate should consent to meet at 4 o’clock in the afternoon the impor- 
tance of the bill would be just the same, and the importance of this 
method of proceeding, if we are todo anything at all, would be the 
same. 

I wish to say simply that if we are to be cut off from the Calendar 
by the tariff bill, I am satisfied that the tariff bill will encounter a 
great deal more opposition of a factious character, and so much so that 
it will be finally necessary to displace it, for the reason that on the whole 
the Senate will not say that it will cut itself off from doing anything 
else, but that it will give the right of way to the Calendar, ifonly for half 
an hour each day. 

Mr. MORRILL. Let us try it. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The Chair would state that the mo- 
tion the other day to proceed to the consideration of unobjected House 
bills fell with the day. The vote of the Senate would have to be taken 
on that subject again. 

Mr. PLUMB. But, as I understand it, this bill was reached in- its 
order and was postponed until I should return, and then come up. 
Such is the record. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The whole subject of considering 
House bills alone fell with the day. If the Senate should again agree 
to proceed to the consideration of House bills, that bill would be first 
in order The question now is on the motion to postpone the Calendar 
until to-morrow. 

The question being put, there were on a division—ayes 23, noes 23. 

Mr. BROWN and Mr. MORGAN called for the yeas and nays; and 
they were ordered. 

Mr. DAVIS, of West Virginia. I wish the tariff bill to have its place 
and its time; but I believe it would be better to allow the Senate each 
morning for two hours after meeting to proceed with the ordinary busi- 
ness. ‘There are a great many bills on the Calendar which are impor- 
tant; and if we now take up the tariff bill and continue to do so each 
morning, all other business will be delayed. I think it would be far 
better and would save time each morning to spend the first two hours 
in general business and then take up the tariff bill regularly each day. 
I hope the Senate will so decide. I belfeve it will be far better to do so. 

Mr. MORRILL. I desire this vote, because I want to see whether 
there is an earnest purpose to take up the tariff bill and act upon it. 
We worked yesterday all day from 2 o’clock, and we succeeded in get- 
ting over nearly three pages. The bill contains one hundred and thirty- 
six pages. Therefore Senators will see that at the same rate of progress 
we are not likely to get through the bill during the present session. 1 
therefore ask for a vote on the question. 

Mr. MORGAN. The Senator from Vermont can not determine whether 
there is an earnest purpose to pass the tarff bill at this session by antago- 
nizing it with all the other business of the Senate. There is an earnest 
purpose to understand it and discuss it. The bill has been reported here 
very recently. It is very comprehensive in its provisions, introducing 
agreat number of new topics. The bill is essentially imperfect in many 
particulars. It was amended on the other side of the Chamber yester- 
day on the motien of the honorable Senator from Rhode Island [ Mr. 
ALDRICH], it was amended on the motion of the honorable Senator from 
Virginia ir MAHNONE], in matters which are essential to a proper 
understanding of the bill, and also by the honorable Senator from Kan- 
sas[Mr. PLUMB]. Three amendments were put upon it on the other side 
of the Senate. The Senator from Texas [Mr. CoKE] also amended the 
bill on his motion. 

The bill has not come to us in such astate of sanctified perfection as 
to authorize the Senator from Vermont to suppose that we are going to 
take it simply on trust and not debate it. We must understand it. It 
is necessary that some Senators here should have time to consider this 
bill at their own residences. We have not had an opportunity to study 
this bill as the committee have had by tar; they have made no report 
except the speech of the honorable Senator from Vermont to indicate 
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what the purpose and the details of the bill may be and how far it may 
affect the commerce or general welfare of this country. 1 do not accept 
the speech and explanation of the honorable Senator from Vermont as 
a fair exposition of this tariff; it is no more so than the report of the 
Tariff Commission was itself of the tariff they reported. It isa partisan 
eulogy upon the Tariff Commission and upon the work and labor of this 
commission, which I do not propose just to gulp down without any sort 
of consideration. The honorable Senator will make more progress with 
his bill if he will allow the Senate of the United States to consider it 
as other bills are considered, and he will not make progress by under- 
taking to crowd out the consideration of all the other important mat- 


ters that are pending in the Senate by the measure which he seems to 


have so much at heart. 

He intimates that the bill is to be destroyed by discussion and by 
amendment. Sir, if it is to be destroyed by amendments and by dis- 
cussion it ought to fail; fora bill that can not stand with itsable backers 
here the force of discussion and propositions to amend it in this Senate 
is a bill that ought not to pass; and I accept the situation precisely as 
the honorable Senator from Vermont likes to lay it before the country. 
If the bill has been amended in the short action we have taken upon it 
four times, there is evidence enough that a Senate intelligent enough 
to understand this proposition after discussion find in it defects that 
are necessary to be reformed before it can tind its way into the shape of a 
statute. 

Mr. MORRILL. It was no purpose of mine to hamper the Senate in 
the least degree; but it was my object to get rid of this bill in order to 
give the Senate an opportunity to attend tosome other business. Now, 
if the Senate shall decide to meet at 11 0’clock I shall be perfectly will- 
ing, so far as I am concerned, to allow the first two hours of the session 
each day to be devoted to miscellaneous business; but I think, in view 
of the magnitude of the bill and also of the extent of discussion which 
is likely to arise thereupon, it is obvious that we must take more time 
than from 2 o’clock until 5 in order to finish the bill. 


does not exactly heed what [ said. He said this motion would develop 
the honesty of the Senate in regard to this tariff bill. I do not propose 
torest under a criticism of that kind. I want the tariff revised, I think 
quite as much perhaps as some people who are more actively engaged 
in measures looking to that end; but I want that done as everything 


| 








mind I am; but for the last year I have heard from two-thirds of the 
gentlemen on that sideof the Houseso many regrets, so many reproaches, 
so many delicate and tender allusions to this subject, so much urgency 
that we should act upon the tariff, so many reproaches because we had 
passed so many days and weeks without reducing taxation, that I have 
got to believe they were somewhat, or some of them at least, in earnest. 
It seems, however, that when we come to any vote our friends on the 
other side are unwilling to take up the question and make one contin 
uous, vigorous eflort to reduce taxation, to modify the tariff, to get 
through with this business, so that we may go on with the other busi- 
ness of the Senate. 

I certainly, aside from my desire that this question may be settled, 
that the propositiens which are before the Senate may be considered and 
disposed of, desire to get past that time when every day and continu 
ously Iam reproac hed for neglect in the past. I trust I can learn som 


thing trom the past. If these réproaches on the Republican party tor 


| not having reduced taxes, not having moditied the tariff, not having 


passed some tariff bill are made in sincerity, they demand our consid 
eration. If they are made without sincerity, they are made to the 
American people continually to condemn us for our inactivity in regard 
to this very measure, and I should like to take away that condition 
where we are liable to the reproach. I should like to‘learn trom the 
gentlemen on the other side what we ought todo, and do it at once, and 
1 regret very much to see our friends one after another, either by their 
remarks or their votes, indicate a desire to postpone and put olf tor even 
a single hour the consideration of this bill. Our friends all throueh the 
country will inquire why it is that those who have been persistently 
gouling the Republican party for not passing this bill are not wil 
now to let them go on with the bill and periect it. 

1 hope, sir, we may give our entire attention to the consideration of 
this matter before us until it is completed in one way or another, and 


ing 


| then be prepared to take up the Calendar, or take up any business whieh 


| may be betore the Senate. 
Mr. PLUMB. Mr. President, I think the Senator from Vermont 


else is done, with a due consideration for all other interests and for the | 


public business in other,departments as well; and I know, or at least 
{ think I know, that if the tariff bill is to be put in opposition to every 


other measure on the Calendar, in the course of a week or two the taritf 


bill will be put aside from time to time to take its chances while the 


regular business has the right ef way. It has the right of way now, | 


and we can sit here not only from 2 to 5 but from 2 to 6, and can do 
more business with other things disposed of and properly out of the 
way, than we can by attempting all the time to run the tariff bill in the 
way of everything else that other Senators are interested in and which 
must be taken up now or not at all. 

I may say further, that while I want the tariff revised and am going 
to vote for a good, fair revision of it, | am not going to vote for a bill 
embracing tariff and internal revenue of which I do not understand the 
full purport, and I will vote for no bill which reduces largely the pub- 
lic revenue, which puts it out of the power of the Government to pay a 
Jarge and increasingly large amount of the public debt as it shall he- 
come liable to be paid, which in any way impairs the ability of the 
Government to pay promptly all the pensions it justly owes to the sol- 
diers of the late war, or which is designed to pamper and build up 
special interests in this country upon any assumed guise of cutting 
down taxation about which the people of this country do not complain. 
And when we come to consider this question we shall need all the good 
humor we have got, and shall need to believe that we have all of us had 


irrespective of the rights we have on this floor, and of the interest we 
have in other measures as well. 

Mr. MAXEY. I desire to say that I will mect the Senator from 
Vermont in the passage of a tariff bill fairly and equitably adjusted, 
having in view the raising of revenue, and no other view than raising 
revenue, for the purpose of paying the interest on the public debt, pro- 
viding for the sinking fund and the current expenses of the Government. 
I will meet here with him at 10 o'clock or 11 0’clock, or any other hour, 


and sit as long at night as he will until he accomplishes that object; | 


but it must be a revenue bill and a reduction of revenues to meet the 
purpose which I have justindicated. I have this morning myself been at- 
tending two very important committees, having important matters be- 
fore them which should be disposed of by the Senate and by the House; 


and if this bill is to take precedence of every other bill—if the Calendar | 


is to have no show whatever—we had just as well stop work in com- 
mittees and begin here at 10 o'clock and spend the day on this tarifl 
bill. 

Mr. CONGER. Mr. President, I hope the Senate will go on, to the 
exclusion of almost all other business, with this tariff bill until it is 
completed and whatever is to be done in the Senate is done. I do not 


know but that my extreme sympathy for my friends on the other side, | 


my consideration for their feelings, may have led me into the state of 


Mr. BECK. I rise to say that I shall press, as far as I am concerned, 
the hearing of the tariff bill and all matters connected with it; but I 
desire also to say that when the bill was reported I insisted, if it was 
possible—and I believed it would tend to a proper elucidation of the 
subject—that two very important members of the Finance Committee 
who were compelled to be absent for a day or two should be here, the 
Senator trom Delaware { Mr. BAY ARD | and the Senator from Tennessee 
{Mr. HArnis], both of whom heard in committee nearly all the diseus 
sion; and I reserved the right to maintain the morning hour during this 
week for other business, and I expect so to vote. 

Mr. SAULSBURY. The statement made by the Senator from Michi 
gan as to this side of the House was calculated to impress the country 
with the idea that this side of the House was resisting an attempt to 
lessen taxation and reduce the tariff. I want-to say to the Senator from 
Michigan and other gentlemen on that side of the Chamber that for one 
member of this side of the Chamber Iam as anxious now as I have ever 
heen to see the taxes on the people of this country reduced, and I ex 
pect at this session to go for this bill provided 1 can get it ina proper 


| shape so that if may not contain provisions to which I am opposed 


Mr. MAXEY. Let me suggest to the Senator from Delaware that 
our votes of yesterday show very clearly that we are favorable to re- 
duction. 

Mr. SAULSBURY. This new-born zeal for the reduction ef taxation 
on the part of the Senator from Michigan and other gentlemen on the 
other side will not make the impression on the country which they may 
suppose it will. The people have not forgotten thatat the last session 


of Congress we were persistent in our appeals to that side of the House 


to reduce taxation. I apprehend this new-born zeal now is born of the 
lessons taught by the elections of last fill. I give them eredit for lis 


tening to the popular sentiment of the country on this subject, and hope 
a fair chance, and that it has not been brought on us like a cow-catcher, | 


that in the future they will conform their views to the wishes of the 


| people, and not ignore the demands of the people of this country as they 
| have done heretotore in reference to the subject of taxation 
I say to the Senator from Michigan and to Senators on the other side 
that for one I shall gro as far as the y dare vo for the reliet of thie | ople 
| from taxation, and I shall labor as best Tean to put this bil in the best 
| possible shape, so that if we can accomplish what ought to he done I 
| will give to the bill my cordial support, though it may contain some 
| provisions not in harmony with my own wishes in all regard 
Mr. CONGER. I ean hardly express the gratification T focl at find 
ing that those who are the leaders of the party on the other side, the 
| distinguished gentlemen who have spoken, have given in so publicly 
| their adhesion to the doctrine that we shall go on and that it is our 
| duty to go on with the tari? bill, to reduce t tion, to modily it, and 
are willing todoso. Tam glad that the other gentlemen did not op 
pose them. We welcome to our rank ind to our desire to do \ 
| best for the interests of the people of this country those who | 
| expressed their opinions in fiver of nding tothis bill unt 
posed of. lam vy lto know that the old adage so often quoted 
| there isa party in this country whose members never I 
and never forget anything, is not applicable in this day of proure ! 
wish there v more Who would make their confession 
| press their willingness to go on and assist in this good worl 
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The PRESIDENT pro tempore. 
Calendar. 

Mr. INGALLS. Before voting on this motion I wish we could reach 
some understanding about meeting at 11 o’clock in the morning. I un- 
derstand the Senator from Vermont to say that if the Senate can meet 
hereafter at 11 o’clock there will be no objection on the part of the 
friends of the tariff measure to continuing the consideration of other 
business until 1 o'clock. 

Mr. MORRILL. None whatever. 

Mr. INGALLS. ‘Twat will give the ordinary interval for the consid- 
eration of matters in which Senators are interested. 

It is obvious to my mind from the developments of yesterday and 
this morning that the tariff bill will not have an easy passage through 
this body. I shall be agreeably surprised if the debate closes before the 
end of this month; and if that is the case, it is obvious that there ought 
to be some interval each day for the consideration of business in which 
other Senators are interested. I shall be unwilling until there is some 
action taken upon that resolution of the Senator from New Hampshire 
[ Mr. RoLLINs] to have the Calendar finally disposed of; and I wish that 
before this vote is taken we might in some informal or formal way ex- 
press the wishes of the Senate upon that proposition. If we are to meet 
at 11 o’clock, Iam willing to have the Calendar postponed now; but if 
we are not, and the entire time is to be taken up for the rest of this 
month by the consideration of the tariff bill, I am disposed to think it 
will be injudicious. 

Mr. ROLLINS. I am quite willing that the sense of the Senate 
should be taken on my resolution at this time, if it can be done. 

Mr. INGALLS. I ask unanimous consent before this vote is taken 
on the pending motion, that we may act on the resolution offered by 
the Senator from New Hampshire yesterday. 

HOUR OF MEETING, 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Is there unanimous consent given that 
the Senate may act on the resolution of the Senator from New Hamp- 
shire? [‘* No objection.’’] 

Mr. ROLLINS. Let the resolution be read. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The Chair hears no objection, and 
temporarily the motion to postpone is withdrawn with the consent of 
the Senator from Vermont. The resolution of the Senator from New 
Hampshire will be read. 

The Acting Secretary read the resolution yesterday submitted by Mr. 
ROLLINS, as follows : 

Resolved, That on and after Monday, the 15th instant, the hour of the meeting 
of the Senate during the present session shall be 11 o'clock a, m. 

Mr. INGALLS. That must be further amended, because under the 
present pending order of the Senate the consideration of the Calendar 
will continue in terms until 2 o'clock, and it must be the understand- 
ing that the hour of 2 is to be rescinded in the morning order. 

Mr. VOORHEES and others. Say 1 o’clock. 

Mr. INGALLS. Let the Calendar be continued to 1 o’clock. 

Mr. VOORHEES. So as to have two hours for general business each 
day. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. 
an amendment to the resolution ? 
Mr. INGALLS. It is not necessary if there be an understanding. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. Is there consent to the understand- 
that if the resolution is adopted the morning hour is to last from 11 
to 1 o'clock? The Chair hears none. The question is on the resolution 
of the Senator from New Hampshire [Mr. RoLuins]. 

The resolution was agreed to. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The resolution is adopted, and the 
Chair announces that, by the unanimous consent of the Senate, here- 
after the morning hour will be considered closed at 1 o'clock. 

Mr. MORRILL. Now with the leave of the Senate I withdraw the 
motion I have made, but give notice that I will ask for the considera- 
tion of the tariff bill every day at 1 o’clock beginning with Monday 
next. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. 
of the motion ? 


The question is on postponing the 


Does the Senator from Kansas move 


Is there objection to the withdrawal 
The Chair hears none. 


CONSIDERATION OF HOUSE BILLS. 


Mr. COCKRELL. I move now that the Senate proceed to the con- 
sideration of unobjected House bills on the Calendar which have been 
reported favorably to the Senate under the Anthony rule. 

Mr. INGALLS. House bill No. 5200 was under consideration and 
nearly concluded when the Senate had the Calendar last under consid- 
eration. It might be well to finish that this morning. 

Mr. COCKRELL. I think that ought to be finished; that was the 
one under consideration when we last had the Calendar up. 

Mr. PLUMB. I want to give notice, in view of what has taken place 
and my responsibility in regard to the bill mentioned by me, that I can 
not consent to that. If we are to consider unobjected cases, I shall be 
obliged to sit here and object to all cases that may be called. This bill 
was passed over in my absence with the understanding that it should 
be taken up on my retarn. It has been a long time on the Calendar. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. Therule the other day when this bill 
was passed over was to consider only unobjected cases. 





Mr. COCKRELL. It is only continuing the Anthony rule. 

Mr. PLUMB. I shall move or suggest, whatever may be necessary 
for the purpose, that the bill to which I have referred be taken up. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The Chair will inform the Senator 
from Kansas that when the bill is reached, if there is objection to con- 
sidering it, he can have a vote of the Senate on proceeding to its consid- 
eration. The Chair hears no objection to the suggestion of the Senator 
from Missouri [Mr. CocKRELL]. 

Mr. GEORGE. Do I understand the Senator from Kansas to with- 
draw his proposition to take up the Agricultural Department bill ? 

The PRESIDENT protempore. That is not the question now. The 
suggestion is to proceed with the unobjected House bills on the Cal- 
endar under the Anthony rule. When the bill referred to by the Sen- 
ator from Kansas is reached the Senate can take it out of the rule if it 
chooses. The Chair hears no objection to the suggestion of the Senator 
from Missouri. 

POSTMASTERS’ SALARIES. 


_The Senate, as in Committee of the Whole, proceeded to consider the 
bill (H. R. 5200) authorizing and directing the Postmaster-General to 
readjust the salaries of certain postmasters in accordance with the pro- 
vision of section 8 of the act of June 12, 1866. 

The bill was reported from the Committee on Post-Offices and Post- 
Roads with amendments, after the word ‘‘made,’’ in line 9, to strike 
out ‘direct official application or;’’ in line 21, after the word ‘‘such,”’ 
to strike out ‘‘application,’’ and after the word ‘‘ postmaster,”’ in line 
24, to insert ‘‘or legal representative;’’ so as to make the bill read: 

That the Postmaster-General be, and he is hereby, authorized and directed to 
readjust the salaries of all postmasters and late masters of the third, fourth, 
and fifth classes, under the classification provided for in the act of July 1, 1864, 
whose salaries have not heretofore been readjusted under the terms of section § 
of the act of June 12, 1866, who made sworn returns of receipts and business for 
readjustment of salary to the Postmaster-General, the First Assistant Postmas- 
ter-General, or the Third Assistant Postmaster-General, or who made quarterly 
returns, in conformity to the then existing laws and regulations, showing that 
the salary allowed was 10 per cent. less than it would have been upon the basis 
of commissions under the act of 1854; such readjustments to be made in accord- 
ance with the mode presented in section 8 of the act of June 12, 1866, and to date 
from the beginning of the quarter succeeding that in which such sworn returns 
of receipts and business or quarterly returns were made : ided, That every re- 
adjustment of salary under this act shall be upon a written application signed b 
the postmaster or late postmaster, or legal representative, entitled to said rea 
justment; and that each payment made shall be 1 ees or check on the 
Treasurer or some assistant treasurer of the United tes, made payable to the 
order of said applicant, and forwarded by mail to him at the -oftice within 
whose delivery he resides, and which address’shallbe set forth in the applica- 
tion above provided for. 

The amendments were agreed to. 

Mr. ALLISON. Jf think I must object to the consideration of the 
bill. ‘ 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. 
its further consideration. 

Mr. ALLISON. I object to it for the present. 
tain its place on the Calendar. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. 
prejudice. 

Mr. INGALLS. What does the Senator from Iowa desire in connec- 
tion with the bill? It was discussed at the last session of the Senate 
when the Calendar was under consideration. It has passed the Senate 
on two or three previous occasions. It has passed the House after elabo- 
rate discussion. And it would appear as if, it having proceeded through 
so many stages, it ought finally to be disposed of. If it is wrong, it 
ought to be rejected; but if it is just, there is no reason why it should 
not pass. The Senator from Texas [Mr. MAXEY] yesterday gave an 
explanation of it that seemed to be very lucid and satisfactory. 

Mr. MAXEY. Lask the attention of the Senator from Iowa for + 
moment. As I have heretofore stated, I was on the sub-committee that 
examined this bill. It-had been previously examined by Senator Bailey, 
of Tennessee, when a member of the committee, who made a very care- 
ful examination of it together with the Senator’s late colleague, Mr. 
Kirkwood; and both of them here in the Senate stated that the bill was 
right. I took the bill when itcame from the House, by direction of the 
Committee on Post-Offices and Post-Roads, and I compared it with the 
case in the Court of Claims of McLean vs. The United States, and also 
with the same case in the United States Supreme Court, in 95 United 
States Reports; and this bill, worded asthe committee amend it, is in pre- 
cise accord with the decision of the Supreme Court. . While I do believe 
that a very large number of these men have been paid, and are not now 
entitled to anything, yet the examination showed me that there were 
some who had not been paid, and if they have not been paid they ought 
to be paid. That is all there is in it. The House report will show 
every fact that I have stated. 

Mr. ALLISON. I understand that this bill will take a large sum of 
money out of the Treasury, and I also understand that it relates to the 
compensation of postmasters who were postmasters prior to 1866. It 
seems to me that we ought to know the amount involved in this bill 
from some source before we undertake to pass it. 

Mr. MAXEY. The House committee said $500,000. I do not say 
that amount, for I really do not know, and I do not think anybody 


The Senator has a right to object to 
I will allow it to re- 


The bill will be passed over without 


does. 
Mr. ALLISON. I have received a great many circulars from post- 
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masters stating that attorneys and agents have offered to collect this 
sum for 50 or 25 per cent. of the amount involved. It has occurred to 
me from receiving these circulars that this was rather in the nature of 
a stale claim that ought to be carefully examined before it is passed. 

I do not know but that the Senator from Texas is perfectly right that 
it ought to pass in principle, whatever the cost is; but Iask that it may 
go over that we may ascertain from the Post-Office Department in some 
definite way what amount of money is involved. If the Postmaster- 
General has already stated the amount involved so that we know, of 
course I do not ask that the bill go over on that ground. 

Mr. INGALLS. The law under which these claims arose, as I under- 
stand, originally provided that when the quarterly returns of postmas- 
ters showed that they were entitled to 10 per cent. more than they were 
receiving, the Postmaster-General should review and readjust their sala- 
ries. For some reason hitherto unexplained the Postmaster-General 
refused to comply with this law. A test case was taken to the Court 
of Claims and there decided in favor of the claimant and against the 
Government, and this bill is merely declaratory of the prior law, and 
requires that the readjustment that should hitherto have been made 
shall be made now. 

The Senator from Iowa states that he is informed that it will take a 
large sum of money out of the Treasury. It would be a novel defense 
to a suit upon contract that the debtor thought, as the sum was larger 
than he really expected to pay, that on the whole he concluded he 
would deny the debt. The question is not whether the amount is 
large, but whether the obligation is just; and inasmuch as the claim 
under which the demands of these officers are made has been submitted 
to the Court of Claims and the decision has been made in favor of the 
claimants and against the Government, I can see no good reason why 
the bill should not pass. I believe from the best information I can ob- 
tain that the amount involved will not be less than $300,000, nor more 
than half a million; and so far as the interests of claim agents and at- 
torneys are concerned, inasmuch as the warrant must issue direct from 
the Post-Office Department and be paid to the claimant in person, there 
is no great reason for apprehension that agents and attorneys will re- 
ceive anything more than that to which they are justly entitled. 

Mr. HAWLEY. Has the Senator given the date and title of that 
case in the Court of Claims to which he refers? 

Mr. INGALLS. I have not, but I have seen the report, and have a 
copy of the report at my room, which I regret is not here. 

Mr. MAXEY. It is the case of McLean vs. The United States in the 
Court ofClaims. Idonot remember the number of that volume, but the 
same case went to the Supreme Court as The United States vs. McLean, 
it being taken up by the Attorney-General. It is the case of The United 
States vs. McLean, reported in 95 United States Reports, and that case 
in 95 United States refers back by number to the case in the Court of 


. Claims. 


Mr. ALLISON. These people have waited until 1866; they can 
wait another day. I object to the bill, without prejudice. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The bill will be passed over without 
prejudice. 

DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE. 

Mr. PLUMB. I now call up House bill No. 4429. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The Senator from Kansas calls up 
the bill (H. R. 4429) to enlarge the powers and duties of the Depart- 
ment of Agriculture, heretofore passed over without prejudice. 

Mr. DAVIS, of West Virginia. I suggest to my colleague on the 
Agricultural Committee that probably it would be well to wait until 
to-morrow before calling that bill up, as a great part of to-day’s morn- 
ing hour has passed, and some of us may wish to make some remarks, 
and there will be hardly time to finish the bill this morning. 

Mr. PLUMB. Considering that we have the Calendar in some deti- 
nite position now, I have no objection to doing that, with the under- 
standing, of course, that the bill does not lose its place on the Calendar 
and is subject to be called up to-morrow. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. By unanimous consent the bill will 
be passed over without prejudice. 

DISTRICT TURNPIKE ROAD. 

The consideration of the bill (H. R. 6627) to authorize the establish- 
ment of a free public highway in the District of Columbia was resumed 
as in Committee of the Whole. 


The bill was reported to the Senate without amendment, ordered to 
& third reading, read the third time, and passed. 


DELAWARE INDIANS. 

Mr. SLATER. I now ask the Senate to return to the bill (S. 1333) 
to authorize the payment to the Delaware Indians of the amount 
awarded to them under the provisions of the treaty of July 4, 1866. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The Senate is proceeding under an 
order to call up House bills and not Senate bills. 

Mr. SLATER. I beg pardon. 


SUPPRESSION OF GAMING. 
The bill (H. R. 1294) more effectually to suppress gaming in the Dis- 


Mr. ANTHONY. Itstrikes me that the penalties in this bill are very 
severe. I move to strike out the minimum penalty wherever it occurs 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The committee propose an amend 
ment to that effect. 

Mr. ANTHONY. Very well 

The amendments reported by the Committee on the District of Colum- 
bia were read. 

The first amendment was, in section 1, line 14, after the word ‘‘not,”’ 
to strike out ‘less than two nor;’’ so as to read: 

That every person who shall, in the District of Columbia, set up or keep any 
gaming-table, or any house, vessel, or place on land or water for the purpose of 
gaming, or gambling device commonly called A. B. C., faro-bank, FE. O., rou 
lette, equality, keno, thimbles or “little joker,” or any kind of gambling table 
or gambling device, adapted, devised, and designed for the purpose of playing 
any game of chance for money or property, or who shall induce, entice, or per 
mit any person to bet or play at or upon any such gaming-table or gambling de- 
vice, or on the side or against the keeper thereof, shall, on conviction, be ad- 
judged guilty of a misdemeanor, and shall be punished by imprisonment for a 
term not more than five years 

The amendment was agreed to. 

The next amendment was, in section 2, line 2, before the word “ per- 
mit,’’ to insert ‘‘ knowingly;’’ and in line 8, after the word ‘‘not,”’ to 
strike out ‘ less than three months nor;’’ so as to make the section read: 

Sec, 2. That every person who shall, in the District of Columbia, knowingly 
permit any gaming table, bank, or device to be set up or used, for the purpose of 
gaming, in any house, building, vessel, shed, booth, shelter, lot, or other prem- 
ises to him belonging, or by him occupied, or of which he hath at the time the 
possession or control, shall, on conviction, be adjudged guilty of a misdemeanor, 
and punished by imprisonment for not more than one year, and by fine not ex- 
ceeding Soo, 

The amendment was agreed to. 

The next amendment was, in section 3, line 9, after the word ‘ not,"’ 
to strike out ‘‘less than one nor;’’ so as to make the clause read 

Sec. 3. That every person who shall, in the District of Columbia, deal, play, 
or practice, or be in any manner accessory to the dealing, playing, or practicing 
of the confidence game or swindle known as three-card monte, or of any such 
game, play, or practice, or any other confidence game, play, or practice, shall be 
deemed guilty of a» misdemeanor, and, upon conviction thereof, shall be pun 
ished by a fine not exceeding $1,000, and by imprisonment at hard labor in the jail 
of the District not more than five years 

The amendment was agreed to 

Mr. ANTHONY. What is the significance of the provision in the 
fifth section that this act shall take effect from its passage? Does not 
every act of Congress take effect from its passage? What is the signifi- 
cance of the provision that all acts inconsistent herewith are repealed ? 
Does not the enactment of any law repeal all previous acts inconsistent 
with it? I move that the bill be amended by striking out those pro 
visions. . 

The PRESIDENT pro te mpore. The Senator from Rhode Island moves 
to strike out section 5, which will be read. 

The Acting Secretary read as follows: 

Sec. 5. That this act shall take effect from the date of its passage; and all laws 
inconsistent herewith are hereby repealed 

Mr. LAPHAM. I trust the repealing clause will not be stricken out 
That is eminently proper in all statutes, to save any question that may 
arise. The other provision as to the time when the act takes effect may 
very well go out 

Mr. ANTHONY. Does not the enactment of a law repeal all acta in 
consistent therewith? I deter to the legal knowledge of my friend from 
New York, but it strikes me so 

Mr. LAPHAM. Thatisaquestion which constantly occurs, whether 
it does or not. 

Mr. ANTHONY. Then I withdraw that part of the amendment 

Mr. LAPHAM. It repeals all inconsistent clauses by implication 

Mr. ANTHONY. I modify my motion by striking out, after the word 
**that,’’ in line 1, section 5, the words ** this act shall take effect from 
the date of its passage; and;’’ so as to read: 

That all laws inconsistent herewith are hereby repealed 

The amendment was agreed to. 

Mr. INGALLS. ‘The reason that was not stricken out in committee 
was because it was a House bill and the amendment was believed to be 
unimportant and would result in the bill being sent over for further 
action. 

Mr. ANTHONY. 

Mr. INGALLS. 
out those words. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The fifth section will be amended 
by striking out ‘‘ herewith’’ and inserting ‘* with this act,’’ if there be 
no objection. 

Mr. CALL. I move to strike out the word ‘‘five’’ before the word 
‘*vears’’ and insert ‘‘ two,’’ in line 10 of section 4; soas to read: 


It has to go back now 
As it is now to go back it is well enough to strike 


And by imprisonment at hard labor in the jail of the District not more than 
two years. 

Itseems to me to be a pretty severe punishment for an offense of that 
description to inflict imprisonment for five years. 

The PRESIDENT protempore. The question is on the amendment of 
the Senator from Florida [Mr. CALL]. 

Mr. CALL. The Senator from Maryland [Mr. GorMAN ] suggests to 





trict of Columbia was considered as in Committee of the Whole. 
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bill and has charge of it here, and I therefore think the bill had better 
go over in his absence. 

Mr. INGALLS. I think we had better go through with it. Itisa 
simple bill, easily understood, to suppress an evil that exists here. 

Mr. CALL. 1 withdraw the objection. 

Mr. INGALLS. I would say, in reply to the suggestion of the Senator 
from Florida that the maximum should be reduced, that I think it 
ought to be increased. If there is any one trade that is meaner and 
more nefarious and more deleterious and more indefensible than another, 
it is that of the three-card monte man or faro-dealer who goes around in 
the community preying on its interests, robbing innocent and honest 
people. I think the penalty is none too severe; it ought to be more so 
rather than less. 

Mr.CALL. The objection the Senator makes that the offense is very 
mean and very contemptible is true, but that is not the principle upon 
which crimes are punished with severity. The meanness and con- 
temptible character of an offense is not the test which the penal law 
applies in considering whether it should be dealt with with great se- 
verity. Severity is applied to crimes of violence, to murder, to robbery, 
&c. The law reserves severity for that kind of offenses; but such pun- 
ishments are not to be applied to things so mean and contemptible as 
those the Senator speaks of. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The question is on the amendment 
of the Senator from Florida [Mr. CALL}. 

The amendment was rejected. 

The bill was reported te theSenate asamended, and the amendments 
made as in Committee of the Whole were concurred in. 

The amendments were ordered to be engrossed and the bill to be read 
a third time. 

The bill was read the third time, and passed. 

WILLIAM BOWEN, 

The Senate, as in Committee of the Whole, proceeded to consider the 
bill (11. R. 1768) for the relief William Bowen; which was reported from 
the Committee on the District of Columbia with an amendment, to 
strike out all after the enacting clause and to insert: 

That the claim of William Bowen for $3,749.80 as a balance due him for abat- 
ing certain nuisances underauthority of the late board of health of the District of 
Columbia be referred to the Court of Claims for its decision and adjudication 
upon the merits of the claim according to law and the practice of said court with- 
out regard to the statute of limitation or the conclusiveness of a certain receipt 


signed by said Bowen in 1875, in full settlement for all claims against the District 
of Columbia for said work. 


Mr. COCKRELL. Let the report in that case be read. I should 
like to hear something about the case. 

The Principal Legislative Clerk read the following report, submitted 
by Mr. RoLuins July 10, 1882: 


The Committee on the District of Columbia, to whom were referred the bills 
(IL. R. 1768 and 8. 1918) for the relief of William Bowen, have considered the 
sume and respectfully report: 

That on November 15, 1872, William Bowen, a colored man, made a proposi- 
tion to the board of health of the District of Columbia to fill all lots below grade 
in the District without expense to the board of health, said Bowen expecting to 
receive his compensation in the shape of tax liens on the property improved. 
The board of health accepted this proposition, and on July 18, 1873, William 
Bowen received from said board a schedule of lots having stagnant water upon 
them, which they desired him to fill, under the direction of the surveyor of the 
District. Bowen did this work, as ordered, and the District surveyor certifjed 
that it was properly done. By his report it is shown that Bowen hauled and 
deposited several thousand cubic yards of earth, for which he charged 65 and 67 
cents per cubic yard, and the assessor of the District assessed the property at 
that rate to pay for the work. 

Rh. W. MePherson, for R. T. Meehan, appealed to the District commissioners 
to be relieved from the payment of this tax, being the owner of a portion of the 
property improved by Bowen, and the petition was referred to the District at- 
torney, who made an elaborate opinion, in which he sets forth that in making 
the agreement with Bowen the board of health acted entirely without authority 
of law; that the District assessor had no right to assess these taxes, and that 
owners of property could not be compelled to pay for the abatement of nuisances 
unless it was shown that they caused the nuisances, The District attorney de- 
cided the assessments to be erroneous and void, and none of them were collected. 

In 1875 William Bowen came to Congress for relief, and a clause was inserted 
in the deficiency appropriation bill, approved March 3, 1875, authorizing the board 
of audit to reopen the case and pay William Bowen such amount as, in their 
judgment, was due him for this work, The board of audit examined the claim, 
reported that, in their judgment, Bowen's charge of 67 cents per cubic yard was 
excessive, and recommended an allowance of 3) cents per cubic yard, which, 
they state, was the price usually paid, Bowen’s original claim was $5,213.38; 
the amount allowed by the board of audit, at a rate of 3> cents per cubic yard, 
was $1,463.58, Bowen, it seems, accepted this adjustment, and signed a receipt 
for this amount in full settlement for all claimsagainst the District for this work. 

Notwithstanding this receipt, which is on file in the office of the commission- 
ers of the District of Columbia, Bowen makesan assignment of his claim for the 
balance of his original charge, amounting to $3,719.80, to the Freedman’s Savings 
and Trust Company, with the understanding that he shall prosecute said claim 
before Congress. 

It is claimed by Bowen that the receipt given by him was given “ under pro- 
test;"’ but this fact does not appear on the receipt, 

It appears that no contract or agreement as to the price per yard forthe filing 
of said lots was ever made or named, either by Bowen in his proposition or by 
the board of health m accepting it; but in rendering the bills forthe work done, 
Bowen seems to have charged, and the taxes were at first levied upon the lots 
therefor, xt a price which the board of audit afterward reported was excessive 
and nearly double the price usually paid for similar work. 

Whether the proposition of Bowen made to the board of health, that his com- 
yensation should alone be derived from the levying of a tax therefor against the 
ots, was the result of legal advice which he had taken and which proved to be 

erroncous, or whether he acted upon his own responsibility, your committee 
are not advised; but it would appear that in making the proposition he took 








some chances, in a legal sense, entirely voluntary upon his part, and which is 
now the source of his complaint. 
Your committee, therefore, in view of the above complications of law and 


fact, desiring to secure for the claimant full justice and such relief as he may 
prove himself entitled to in law or equity, believe that it can only be secured 
by a proper adjudication of the claim in all its bearings, and therefore recon. 
mend the passage of the accompanying bill as a substitute for bills H. R. 1755 
and 8. 1913, under consideration. 

Mr. COCKRELL. I should like to have a moment’s time to send ny 
to the document-room and getsome five or six adverse reports that have 
been made on this case during the last ten or twelve years. 

Mr. CAMERON, of Wisconsin. I think it will not be necessary to 
send for the adverse reports. 

Mr. COCKRELL. | have the record of them here. 

Mr. CAMERON, of Wisconsin. The report itself, just read, is a con- 
clusive argument against the claim. 

Mr. ROLLINS. ‘The report is a favorable report in this, that instead 
of giving Mr. Bowen some $3,000, as the House bill does give him, the 
Committee on the District of Columbia propose to send him to the 
Court of Claims, and there let him appeal to that court, and if he has 


just and equitable claim let him there show it. He is a poor man, 


illiterate, and the committee thought it was possible that he had some 
claim in equity and they wanted to give him achance. It may be a 
very poor one, but I do not think any great harm will be done if he is 
allowed to take this slight case to the Court of Claims. I hope the 
amendment of the committee will be adopted and the bill passed in 
that form. 

I want to say one wordabout the receipt in full, to which attention is 
called. I have before me all the papers in this case. Mr. Bowen is an 
illiterateman. He accepted the compensation granted him by the board 
of audit under protest. That is unquestionabie. The board of audit so 
report. 

Mr. CAMERON, of Wisconsin. This claim was before the Com- 
mittee on Claims in the last Congress when the Senator from Missouri 
(Mr. CocKRELL] was chairman of that committee. That committec 
examined the claim and reported adversely upon it. 

It appears that the contract entered into by Bowen with the board of 
health of the District of Columbia was entered into by the board with- 
out any authority of law whatever. It provided that he should mako 
these so-called improvements without any expense to the board of health, 
the opinion being that the cost of the improvements could be assessed 
against the lots benefited by such improvements. The matter was 
brought before the supreme court of the District of Columbia and the 
contract was held to be illegal and unauthorized, and of course he could 
not recover. The report says: 

R. W. McPherson, for R. T. Meehan, appealed to the District commissioners 
to be relieved from the payment of this tax, being the owner of a portion of the 
property improved by Bowen, and the petition was referred to the District at- 
torney, who made an elaborate opinion, in which he sets forth that in making 
the agreement with Bowen the board of health acted entirely without authority 
of law. 

The board of audit afterward considered the matter, and came to th 
conclusion that the amount charged by Bowen, 65 and 67 cents per cubic 
yard, was excessive, and recommended that he be paid the actual value 
of the work, which they found to be 35 cents per cubic yard instead of 
65 and 67 cents per cubic yard, and that amount was paid to him. It 
amounted to $1,463.58. He received the amount and receipted in full 

Mr. ROLLINS. Under protest. 

Mr. HARRISON. Will the Senator from Wisconsin allow me to ask 
him aquestion? Is not this bill entirely delusive as to any remedy which 
it extends to this claimant? 

Mr. CAMERON, of Wisconsin. I was coming to that. 

Mr. HARRISON. It seems to me he could have no possible relief 
under it. 

Mr. CAMERON, of Wisconsin. None whatever. 

Mr. HARRISON. It simply holds out to him a delusive hope which 
might put him probably to some expense in presenting his claim to the 
Court of Claims. Certainly no court could hold that there was any ob 
ligation on the part of the District authorities or the United States, and 
that being so it would be a mere trap that we set for him. 

Mr. CAMERON, of Wisconsin. Itis no kindness to this poor, unfor 
tunate man to pass this bill to enable him to bring an action, because 
after bringing it he certainly can not sustain it. 

Mr. COCKRELL. I move the indefinite postponement of the bil! 

The motion was agreed to. 


HEIRS OF PETER GALLAGHER. 

The bill (H. R. 1698) for the relief of the heirs of Peter Gallagher 
was considered as in Committee of the Whole. It provides for the p: 
ment to the representatives or heirs of Peter Gallagher, deceased, of 
$6,128.82, in full satisfaction for corn furnished the military authori 
ties of the United States at Forts Stockton and Davis, in Texas, in thie 
year 1875. 

Mr. HARRISON. Is there a report? 

The PRESIDENT pro tempoxe. There is. 

Mr. COKE. Task that the report be read. 

The Principal Legislative Clerk read the following report, submitted 
by Mr. GrorGrE July 12, 1882: 

The Committee on Claims, to whom was referred the bill (H. R. 1698) for te 
relief of the heirs of Peter Gallagher, have had the same under consideration, aad 
beg leave to report as follows: 

The committee have carefully considered this claim of Peter Gallagher, and 
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find that the facts are as stated in the report of the House Committee on Claims 
made the present year. They adopt said report, and recommend the passage of 
the bill. ‘The House report is as follows: 

“In June, 1875, Peter Gallagher entered into a contract with Colone! S, B. Hola- 
bird, who was chief quartermaster of the department of Texas at that time, to 
supply Forts Stockton and Davis with certain quantities of forage for the fiscal 
year ending June 30, 1876. 
Fort Stockton he was to furnish 368,549 pounds of corn and 154,441 pounds of bar- 
ley, at 2} cents per pound. It was agreed by the terms of the contract that the 
claimant was to supply the above quantities, ‘more or less,as might be required 
during the fiscal year ending June 30, 1876.’ 

* The contract or contracts, for there were two of them, were approved by the 





He was to furnish at Fort Davis 377,080 pounds of | 
corn, at 2) cents per pound, and 184,040 pounds of barley, at the same price. At 


commander of the Department of Texas June 23, 1875, and by General Sheridan | 


July 6, 1875. In consequence of the exchange of the Eighth and Ninth Cavalry 
Regiments from New Mexico to posts in Texas during that year, and the ex- 
changing regiments having to pass through Forts Davis and Stockton, a larger 
quantity of forage was required than the amount embraced in the contract, and 
the claimant was notified that a large addition would be required. He then 
made a proposition in writing to supply the additional quantity at 22 per bushel 
for both corn and barley. This proposition was accepted by Colonel Holabird 
and forwarded to General Ord, with a recommendation of its approval. 
Ord approved the same in the following words: 

“*Approved, The contract will be increased to one-third additional, or such 
amount within one-third as may be required for troops passing through, which 
is a legitimate demand for the post, and is included under the contract.’ 

“ The forage was furnished, and bills for payment presented, and vouchers were 
allowed for the excess at 2} and 2} cents per pound, instead of $2 per bushel, 
which was about 3} cents per pound, and the claimant was paid by the Govern- 
ment at 2} cents and 2} cents per pound instead of $2 perbushel. The difference 
amounted to $6,128.82. This amount the heirs of the claimant ask Congress to 
appropriate, ; : 

“This claim has been presented and disallowed by the Third Auditor of the 
Treasury on the ground that the contractor was bound by his original contract 
to supply not only the amount stipulated, but ** more or less,’ as might be re- 
quired, and that the second contract made with the commander of the depart- 
ment, General Ord, and the quartermaster of the department, Colonel Holabird, 
was inoperative to change the first contract approved by Generai Sheridan. The 
Quartermaster-General also disapproves the claim, and so do most of the other 
officers who have been called upon to express official opinions. We believe that 
the opinions of General Ord and Colonel Holabird are rather to be taken than 
the opinions of others, because they know all the circumstances; it was in their 
department, and they certainly acted for the best interests of the Government. 

“The contractor, Gallagher, settled in the neighborhood of these forts and 
opened up farms, as Colonel} Holabird informs us, justtosupply them, and greatly 
reduced the price the Army had been paying for forage before. In making his 
bid at the first contract he was evidently controlled by the amount of forage 
stipulated for and which he knew he could supply from the neighborhood, He, 

xerhaps, never thought how elastic the words ‘more or less’? might be. He 
[ooked at the amount required and the capacity of the neighborhood to furnish 
it, and bid accordingly. But when the extraordinary increase oceasioned by the 
passage of the two cavalry regiments had to be met, the facts changed ; he could 
no more supply them from the adjoining country. Ile had to go aeross the Rio 
Grande into Mexico, into the State of Chihuahua, and haul the corn two hundred 
miles and pay a duty on it at the custom-house. The conditions were wholly 
changed, and General Ord and Colonel Holabird knew it, and hence agreed 
with him to supply the needed forage from Mexico at the enhanced price. 

“In reference to the obligation of the claimant to supply more or less than the 
stipulated amount, General Ord says: 

“*The practice in this departiment has been, when the contract price was more 
than the price at which any additional supply might be needed for the United 
States, to go into open market and purchase at lowest rate (see General Perry's 
recommendation on case of A. B. Adams), not giving the contractor, when he 
could profit nd them, the benefit of the words ‘ more or less,’ used in the contract. 
Therefore, I think it not just, when an additional supply is needed, and the price 
in market is higher than the contract price, to hold the contractor to the words 
‘more or less;’ in other words hold him to them when he would lose, and de- 
prive him of them when he would gain.’ 

“General Ord, in forwarding the papers to General Sheridan, says: 

“*On careful examination of the claim, I am of the opinion that Mr. Gallagher 
is clearly entitled, in equity, to payment for the grain furnished at the posts of 
Stockton and Davis for the Eighth and Ninth Cavalry, at the rate agreed upon 
with Mr. Corbett (Gallagher's agent), and that the difference between the amount 
paid him for the grain furnished those regiments and the price per bushel agreed 
upon is still due him.’ 

“Colonel Holabird says the claim is just. He says that he first inserted the 
words * more or less’ in contracts for supplying posts, and that it was intended 
to cover the legitimate increase or decrease of the troops belonging to the post, 
and not to troops that were passing; and that the extraordinary demand for 
forage to meet the wants of the two exchanging regiments was not embraced in 
the first contract. Your committee believe that the contract made by General 
Ord and Colonel Holabird, for forage for the two regiments, is valid, and that, it 
having been executed in good faith, the Government is bound to abide by it and 
pay to the representatives of Peter Gallagher the sum of $6,128.82; and they re- 
port back the bill to the House, and recommend that it do pass.” 


The bill was reported to the Senate without amendment, ordered to 

a third reading, read the third time, and passed. 
CATTLE DISEASES. 

The bill (H. R. 896) for the establishment of a bureau of animal in- 
dustry, to prevent the exportation of diseased cattle and the spread of 
infectious or contagious diseases among domestic animals, was announced 
as next in order on the Calendar. 

Mr. CAMERON, of Wisconsin. The Senator from Virginia | Mr. Ma- 
HONE]. who reported the bill, is not present; it is an important bill, and 
I think ithad better go over without prejudice. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The bill will be passed over without 
prejudice. 


General 


DANIEL G. GEORGE. 
The bill (H. R. 1011) granting an increase of pension to Daniel G. 
George was announced as next in order on the Calendar. 
Mr. COCKRELL. That is a contested case, and we hardly have time 
for it in the morning hour. Let it be passed over. 
The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The bill will be passed over. 


DANIEL CARROLL’S ESTATE. 


The bill (H. R. 6405) to authorize the Court of Claims of the United | relief of Samuel Chase Barney. 


States to ascertain the amount of damages sustained by Ann C. Carroll 





| reported trom the Committee on the District of Columbia 
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and Maria C. Fitzhugh, executrices of the estate of the late Daniel Car- 
roll, deceased, by the regrading of the streets around square No. 736 in 
the city of Washington, was announced as next in order on the Calendar 

Mr. HARRISON, I see the Senator who reported that bill is not in 
his seat. 

Mr. COCKRELL. I should like toknow if the Calendar is correct in 
saying that that bill was reported from the Committee on Finance. It 
is so marked on the Calendar, and I ask the Senator from Vermont if 
that is correct. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. It is a mistake. The bill was re 
ported by the Committee on the District of Columbia. 

Mr. COCKRELL. It is marked on the Calendar as 
mittee on Finance, and | wanted to know it 
sumed jurisdiction of that class of cases 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. Che Senator from Rhode Island | Mr 
ALDRICH ], who made the report, is upon the Committee on Finance and 
also upon the Committee on the District of Columbia. The bill 


from the Com 
that committee had as 


Was 


Mr. MORRILL. I think the Calendar statement 
should be ** from the Committee on the Dist: 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The Chai 
and has so stated. 

Mr. ROLLINS. 

Mr. HARRISON. 
absence. 

Mr. ROLLINS. Let it be passed over without prejudic 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. : 

TERRITORIAL HE PEAC! 

The bill (H. R. 3506) amending sections 1926 and1927 of the Revised 
Statutes so as to extend the limits of the jurisdiction of justices of the 
peace in the Territories of Washington, Idaho, and Montana was an 
nounced as next in order. 

The PRESIDENT pro ¢ The Senator 
SAUNDERS], who reported the bill, is not here. 

Mr. HARRISON 
bill. 

The Senate, asin Committee of the Whole, pro ceded to consider the 
bill. It proposes to ame nd sections 1926 and 1927 of the Revised Statute 
by striking out the word ** Washington ’’ and the words ‘‘ Idaho, Mon 
tana,’’ where they occur in section 1926, and inserting those word 
mediately after the word ‘* Colorado,’’? where tl 
1927. 

M:. ANTHONY. That is a very slovenly way to amend a statute 
I think it should he: ** shall read as follows | 
hope the bill will be recommitted to the committee with instructions 
to report it in that form. 

Mr. HARRISON. It is perhaps a better method to reproduce the 
section as amended, but I think if the Secretary will turn to the section 
which is amended and read it the Senator from Rhode Island will sec 
that this makes it perfectly intelligible and plain 

Mr. ANTHONY. But it requires an examination of two acts in o1 
der to see what the lawis. It seems to me that when a law is amended 
it should be plain, and the section amended should be repeated as 
amended sothat we can understand what it is 

Mr. HARRISON. 1 call the attention of the Senator from Arkansas 
{Mr. GARLAND] to this bill, reported trom the Committee on Territo 
ries. I think he will recollect it. The bill was reported by the chair 
man of the committee, I think by the unanimous direction of the com 
mittee. 

Mr. VEST. The 

Mr. HARRISON. 


to in committee. 


is & misprint It 
ict of Columbia.’ 


} } " ’ 
hus ascertained the f 


The Senator who reported the 


bill is not present 
And I suggested that it 


be pkisse | over mm 


That course will be pursued 
JUSTICES OF 


wipore, 
i 


from Nebraska | Mr 


1 do not think there will be any objection to that 


S 1m 


sume occurs rn section 


so that the section 


bill comes from the Committee on Territories 

My recollection is that it was unanimously agreed 
It is simply extending jurisdiction of justices of the 
peace in the Territories named somewhat beyond the present limits 

Mr. GARLAND. The bill ought to be put in another shape, as sug 
gested by the Senator from Rhode Island; but as it involves only the 
addition of a few names to an existing law, it does not make much dil 
ference; but I think the title ought to be amended, so as to 


ndicate 


what is in the body of the bill. I will state to the Senator from Rhode 
Island that his objection is correct, but inasmuch as t! was simply 
adding a name or two to the jurisdiction given in a certain secuon it 


was thought proper to let it go as it passed the Hous 

Mr. ANTHONY. If so good a lawyer as the Senator from Arkansas 
thinks that is the proper way to amend the law, I wit 
tion. 

Mr. GARLAND. I do not think it is the proper way, because T have 
made the same objection myself as the Senator from Rhode Island; but 
as this bill came from the House in that shape, and only related to 
some few Territories where names are proposed to be inserted in a cer 
tain section, we did not think it worth while to interfere with it 


hdraw my objec 


The bill was reported to the Senate without amendment, ordered toa 
third reading, read the third time, and passed. 
SAMUEL CHASE BARNEY 

The next House bill on the Calendar was the bill (IL. R. 660) forth 


Mr. COCKRELL. That is exercising a very great power by Congress, 
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to appoint a man to an office without the exercise of any discretion or 
power on the part of the Chief Executive, in whom by the Constitu- 
tion the power of appointment is vested. I should like to have some 
explanation of that bill. 

Mr. ROLLINS. The Senator who reported the bill isnot now in the 
Chamber, and I think it had better go over without prejudice. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The bill will be passed over without 
prejudice. 

EXTRA PAY TO CAPITOL POLICE, 


The next business on the Calendar was the joint resolution (H. Res, 
281) to pay the Capitol police one month’s extra pay. 

Mr. COCKRELL. That had better be passed over. The Senator 
who reported it is not present. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The resolution will be passed over. 


PUBLIC LANDS IN ALABAMA. 


The bill (H. R. 4757) to exclude the public lands in Alabama from 
the operation of the laws relating to mineral lands was announced as 
next in order. 

Mr. WINDOM. I desire to ask the Senator from Alabama whether 
this is not a case that the Senator from Connecticut [Mr. HAWLEY] 
desired to be heard upon? 

Mr. MORGAN. The Senator from Connecticut at one time expressed 
a desire to be heard upon this bill; Ido not know whether he does now 
or not. 

Mr. WINDOM. I know he did at one time. 

Mr. HARRISON. I suggest to the Senator from Alabama, as it is 
only five minutes to 2 o'clock, whether it would not be better to allow 
the bill to go over without prejudice if the Senator from Connecticut 
really desires to be heard upon it. 

Mr. MORGAN. Let it stand as the unfinished business for to-mor- 
row. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. It will be first in order to-morrow. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. It will be one of the numbers to be 
called to-morrow. 

Mr. HARRISON. Ido not know anything about the bill myself. 

Mr. MORGAN. I will consent to that arrangement, this rule being 
in operation to-morrow. 

Mr. HARRISON. The Senator from Connecticut is in his seat now. 

Mr. HAWLEY. I desired to consult the Commissioner of the Gen- 
eral Land Office on this matter, who, I understand, was opposed to this 
bill. Perhaps the Senator from Alabama can tell me how that is. 

Mr. MORGAN. I think not. We have a recommendation of the 
Secretary of the Interior, and that was after full conference between him 
and the Commissioner. 

Mr. HAWLEY. [I told the Senator from Alabama that I would offer 
no fuctious resistance to the bill and would not take technical advan- 
tages by way of objecting ‘o its consideration because I did that once, if 
not twice. I believe the bill to be wrong in principle. I believe it to 
be a serious departure from the land policy which has commanded the 
approbation of the country and has been one of the boasts of our leg- 
islation. I find myself not supported by the Committee on Public 
Lands. TI find the Secretary of the Interior against me. I know the 
United States attorney in Alabama is against this bill. I was told the 
Commissioner of the General Land Office was against it. I went tothe 
Interior Department but could not wait longer than to consult the Sec- 
retary of the Interior, intending at the first convenient moment to see 
the Commissioner of the General Land Office. 

While I find myself unsupported by anybody who takes any interest 
in it whatever, I believe it to be wrong in principle and an unwise re- 
versal of the established and honored policy with regard to public lands. 
If the Senate desire to consider it, I can content myself with voting 
against it, but Iam not now fully prepared with an argument that I 
could make against the bill—only partially prepared. 

Mr. MORGAN. I think I am as well prepared to defend this bill as 
any measure I have advocated in the Senate. I prefer a little oppor- 
tunity to do it. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. It had better go over, then, as there 
are only two or three minutes of the time left and another case that is 
not ohjected to may be called up. The bill will go over and can be 
called up to-morrow. 

Mr. MORGAN. I should like very much if the Senate would allow 
this bill to be considered by unanimous consent as the unfinished busi- 
ness for the morning hour to-morrow. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. It will be, as it is now really 2 o’clock. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. But some other case that has beer 
passed over may be taken yp first. The Chair will call up thts bill to- 
morrow unless there be objection from some person who has a case pre- 
ceding it. 

PORT SMITH MILITARY RESERVATION. 


Mr. COCKRELL. It is now nearly the hour of 2 o'clock, and the 
Senator from Alabama desires this bill to remain the unfinished busi- 
ness, as at 2 o'clock we are to go into executive session to consider im- 
portant matters; and I would ask for the Senator from Arkansas and 
the Senator from Texas that a little bill reported by me, and of which 





I gave notice the other morning, be taken up and passed. It willonly 
take a minute. It is a matter of great public necessity for the great 
Southwest. It is Senate bill No. 2239. 

By unanimous consent, the Senate, as in Committee of the Whole, 
proceeded to consider the bill (8. 2239) granting right of way for rail- 
road purposes and telegraph line through the lands of the United States 
included in the Fort Smith military reservation at Fort Smith, in the 
State of Arkansas. 

The bill was reported to the Senate, ordered to be engrossed for a 
third reading, read the third time, and passed. 


EXECUTIVE SESSION. 


Mr. WINDOM. In pursuance of an arrangement heretofore made, I 
move that the Senate proceed to the consideration of executive business. 

The motion was agreed to; and the Senate proceeded to the considera- 
tion of executive business. After 3 hours and 20 minutes spent in ex- 
ecutive session the doors were re-opened, and (at 5 o’clock and 20 minutes 
p- m.) the Senate adjourned. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
FRIDAY, January 12, 1883. 


The House met at 11 o’clock a. m. Prayer by the Chaplain, Rev. 
F. D. POWER. 
The Journal of yesterday’s proceedings was read and approved. 
ORDER OF BUSINESS. 


Mr. BUTTERWORTH. I was not in my place yesterday when the 
committees were called, and I ask unanimous consent now to make two 
reports from the Committee on Pacific Railroads. 

There was no objection. 


PACIFIC RATLROADS. 


Mr. BUTTERWORTH, from the Committee on Pacific Railroads, 
reported, as a substitute for H. R. 6316, a bill (H. R. 7242) to author- 
ize the Southern Pacific Railroad Company and other railroad companies 
to unite and consolidate so As to form a continuous line of railroad be- 
tween the tidal waters of the Atlantic and Pacific Oceans; which was 
read a first and second time, referred to the House Calendar, and ordered 
to be printed. 

Mr. BUTTERWORTH also, from the Committee on Pacific Railroads, 
reported, as a substitute for H. R. 6397, a bill (H. R. 7243) to compel 
the payment by the Kansas Pacific Railway Company of the cost of sur- 
veying, selecting, and conveying certain lands granted to it, and to create 
a sinking fund for the Kansas Pacific, Sioux City and Pacific, and Cen- 
tral Branch Union Pacific Railroad Companies, and for other purposes; 
which was read a first and second time,referred to the House Calendar, 
and ordered to be printed. 


ADDITIONAL ENROLLING CLERKS. 


Mr. MARTIN, by unanimous consent, submitted the following reso- 
lution; which was read, considered, and adopted: 

Resolved, That the Clerk of the House be, and is hereby, authorized to employ 
not exceeding two clerks to assist the enrolling clerk during the remainder of 
this session, to be paid out of the contingent fund of the House, at a rate of com- 
pensation to be fixed by the Committee on Accounts. 

Mr. MARTIN moved to reconsider the vote by which the resolution 
was adopted; and also moved that the motion to reconsider be laid on 
the table. 

The latter motion was agreed to. 


GENERAL MONTGOMERY C. MEIGS. 


Mr. McCOOK. I usk unanimous consent to take from the Speaker's 
table and have put upon its passage the bill (8. 1117) authorizing the 
President to place Brigadier and Brevet Major-General Montgomery C. 
Meigs on the retired-list with the payand emoluments of a major- 
general on the retired-list. 

The SPEAKER. Is there objection to the present consideration of 
this bill? 

Mr. SPRINGER. I have no objection to this if you include with it 
the Fitz-John Porter bill. 

The SPEAKER. The House can not pass two bills at once. 

Mr. SPRINGER. But we can take up the other bill immediately 
afterward. 

Mr. MILLS. I object to the present consideration of the bill. 

Mr. McCOOK. If the gentleman from Texas will withhold his 
objection I can satisfy him in one minute that that bill should be 


passed. 

Mr. ROSECRANS. I think so too. 

Mr. MILLS. I will hear the gentleman, reserving the right to 
object. 

Mr. McCOOK. The Forty-sixth Congress retired General Ord, who 
was a brigadier-general, with the rank and pay of major-general. That 
was done unanimously. No objection was made to the bill either in the 
Military Committee or in the House when it came up for consideration. 

General Meigs has been in the Army for fifty years. For overtwenty 
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he was Quartermaster-General of the United States Army. And 
t will appeal to any man on this floor who has followed his career dur- 
ing that whole time and feel confident he will sustain me when I say 
no more faithful, honest, and intelligent officer was ever in the United 
States Army. Hundreds of millions of dollars passed through the 

master’s Department under his charge, and there never has been 
a suggestion against his integrity or the administration of the affairs 
of his office. 

General Meigs is now retired with the pay of brigadier-general. For 
seventeen years he held the brevet rank of major-general, exercising 
the duties of that rank, and it seems to me only fair to put his case on 
all-fours with that ofGeneral Ord. For that reason I have asked that the 
House take up and pass this bill, as it has already passed the Senate. 

Mr. THOMAS. = [ object. 


ORDER OF BUSINESS. 


Mr. HUMPHREY. I rise to make a privileged report. 

Mr. ROBESON. I call for the regular order; but that, of course, will 
not operate against a privileged question. 

TheSPEAKER. The gentleman from Maryland [ Mr. Hosiirze.y] 
asks unanimous consent to take from the Speaker's table for present 
consideration a Senate bill. 

Mr. BURROWS, of Michigan. 


WITNESSES IN STAR-ROUTE PROSECUTIONS. 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman from Wisconsin [Mr. Humrurey } 
is recognized to make a privileged report. That gentleman reports back 
from the Committee on the Judiciary a Senate bill which was referred 
to that committee with the right to report at any time. The report is 
now in order. The Clerk will read the bill. 

The Clerk read as follows: 


A bill (S. 2290) to increase the fees of witnesses in the United States courts in 
certain cases. 

Be it enacted, &c., That all persons residing west of the Mississippi River, ex- 
cepting those who are by law entitled to a higher compensation, who have been 
or may hereafter be in attendance at Washington, District of Columbia, under 
subpcena or under direction of the Department of Justice as witnesses in any of 
the courts of such District, in any of the cases known as star-route prosecutions, 
shall be entitled to receive a total per diem of $2.50 per day, and mileage for 
actual travel only to and from their place of residence, by the usual route of 
travel, at the rate of 7 cents per mile. 


Mr. HUMPHREY. This is a unanimous report, and I ask for the 
present consideration of the bill. 


I insist on the regular order. 


Mr. HOLMAN. Iask that the report may be read, reserving the 
right to object. 


Mr. HUMPHREY. It is a unanimous report from the Judiciary 
Committee, the object being to help these men who have been subpa- 
nal on the part of the Government. 

Mr. HOLMAN. I reserve the right to object. 

The SPEAKER. The bill is before the House for consideration. It 
was referred by unanimous consent to the Committee on the Judiciary 
with leave to report at any time, the object being to enable the com- 
mittee to bring the bill back before the House for consideration. 

Mr. HOLMAN. I hope that the gentleman having charge of this 
bill will inform the House what is the present law in regard to the mile- 
age and per diem of witnesses. It is very remarkable that just now these 
witnesses that are here, none of whom belong to the class to which the 
gentleman has referred, should ask for a change of the law. I hope the 
gentleman will state what the law now is. 

Mr. HUMPHREY. I will state that the present law authorizes a 
mileage of but 6 cents per mile. This bill applies only to witnesses 
who come from beyond the Mississippi River. It proposes to give them 
7 cents mileage and $2.50 per diem. 

I will state that the witnesses here on the part of the Government 
have been brought here on subposna, and some of them while coming 
here were obliged to get along with but one meal a day, because they 
had not the funds to pay for more. And now that they are here they 
can not get away for the compensation which is allowed them. Some 
of them are paying $3 a day for board. One of the witnesses says that 
he has come here at a loss of $500. 

Mr.HOLMAN. Hecan not beoneof those who could not pay his way. 

Mr. HUMPHREY. No. He says he does not ask it for himself, 
but for these other poor fellows who have not the means of their own. 

Mr. HOLMAN. Does my friend mean to say that 6 cents a mile is 
not a very ample allowance for traveling expenses between this city and 
the West ? 

Mr. HUMPHREY. Aman cannotcome here from beyond the Missis- 
sippi River and return to his home for the traveling expenses now allowed 

» unless he travels with less conveniences than the gentleman or 
myself would want to travel with. I will say that it costs 7 cents a 
mile to travel on the Pacific Railroad, and a man can not get a meal 
beyond Omaha short of a dollar. 

Mr. HOLMAN. There are witnesses here from Saint Louis. Now, 
does the gentleman think that witnesses from Saint Louis and other 
points just across the Mississippi River should receive this additional 
compensation ? 


Mr. HUMPHREY. The bill makes provision in regard to witnesses 
west of the Mississippi River. 
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Mr. HOLMAN. That would affect witnesses from Saint Lonis 

Mr. REED. 1 hope the two gentlemen who seem to be engaged in 
conversation on the other side of the Hall will retire to the cloak-room 
SO as not to interrupt the proceedings of the House. | Laughter. } 

Mr. HUMPHREY (returning to his seat). I rise toa question of 
order. 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman will state it. 

Mr. HUMPHREY. We can not hear what the gentleman trom Indi 
ana [Mr. HOLMAN} is saying. 

The SPEAKER. ‘The point of order is well taken. The entleman 
from Indiana will suspend until gentlemen in the aisles have tinished 
their conversation. 

Mr. HUMPHREY. I call the previous question on this bill. 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman has not the floor for that purpose 

Mr. HUMPHREY. 1 thought the gentleman from Indiana had 
yielded. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair is waiting until gentlemen have finished 
their conversation, so that business can be proceeded with 

Mr. HAZELTON. 
{ Laughter. } 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman from Indiana will proceed 

Mr. HOLMAN. It seems to me very clear that this bill should 
either be recommitted to the Committee on the Judiciary, or amended 
so as to apply only to that portion of the country west of Omaha. It 
now applies to all persons coming to the capital from any point west of 
the Mississippi River. A witness coming here from Saint Louis is to 
receive this increased compensation for traveling expenses, when we are 
all well aware that three or four cents per mile would be a very ampli 
allowance for that purpose. 

If my friend will make the motion that this bill be so amended as to 
apply only to persons coming from the far West and traveling on the 
expensive routes to which he has referred, for instance, trom points 
west of Omaha, I should be inclined to acquiesce in the bill. 

Mr. HUMPHREY. 

Mr. HOLMAN. 
the Judiciary. 

Mr. HUMPHREY. If in order I move the previous question. 

Mr. HOLMAN. And I desire also to move instructions to the com 
mittee to report the bill back so amended as toapply solely to witnesses 
coming to this capital from points west of the city of Omaha. 

Mr. REED. I desire to say simply that this bill is reported unani 
mously from the Committee on the Judiciary, who have thoroughly 
considered the subject, and it seems hardly necessary to recommit it to 
them. 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman from Indiana moves to recommit 
the bill to the Committee on the Judiciary with instructions to soumend 
it as toapply to witnesses coming to the capital from points west ot 
Omaha. 

The motion to recommit was not agreed to, upon a division 
12, noes 56. 

Mr. HUMPHREY. I now move the previous question on the bill 

The previous question was ordered, and under the operation thereof 
the bill was ordered to a third reading, and read the third time. 

The question was on the passage of the bill. 

The question was taken; and upon a division there were—ayes 
noes 26. 

So (no further count being called for) the bill was passed. 

Mr. HUMPHREY moved to reconsider the vote by which the bill 
was passed; and also moved that the motion to reconsider be laid on 
the table. 

The latter motion was agreed to. 


I think they have about got through now. 


These witnesses are west of Omaha. 
I move to recommit the bill to the Committee on 


aye s 


ib, 


UNLAWFUL OCCUPATION OF THE PUBLIC LANDS. 


Mr. RICE, of Missouri, from the Committee on the Public Lands, 
by unanimous consent, reported, as a substitute for H. R. 3560, a bill 
(H. R. 7244) to prevent the unlawful occupation of the public lands; 
which was read a first and second time, placed on the House Calendar, 
and, with the accompanying report, ordered to be printed. 


LAND-GRANT-RAILWAY TELEGRAPH LINES. 


Mr. BINGHAM, from the Committee on the Post-Otlice and Post- 
Roads, reported back with a favorable recommendation the following 
resolution: 


Resolved, That the Secretary of the Interior be requested to inform the House 
whether the various railroad companies incorporated by Congress or aided by 
bonds or lands have complied with the laws of Congress respecting the construc- 
tion, operation, and maintenance of their own telegraph lines for the use of the 
Government and the public, and if not what companies have failed to do so 

Second. To inform the House what contracts, if any, exist between any of the 
railroad companies so aided and any telegraph company by which the railroad 
company may undertake to lease or assign its telegraph facilities or property, 
so far as it relates to the transmission of commercial messages for the Govern 
ment and the public. 


The resolution was adopted. 

Mr. BINGHAM moved to reconsider the vote by which the resolu- 
tion was adopted; and also moved that the motion to reconsider be laid 
on the table. 

The latter motion was agreed to 
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REDUCTION OF DUTY ON SUGAR. 
Mr. JOYCE, by unanimous consent, presented a petition of 3,378 citi- 
gens of Vermont, praying for the reduction of the duty on sugar; which 
was referred to the Committee on Ways and Means. 


ORDER OF BUSINESS. 


Mr. PAGE. I move that the morning hour for the call of commit- 
tees be dispensed with. 

The motion was agreed to (two-thirds voting in favor thereof). 

AMERICAN SHIPPING. 

Mr. PAGE. Inowcall up the unfinished business coming over from 
yesterday. 

Mr. WHITE. I call for the regular order. 
vate bills should be considered. 
shipping bill in the shape it is now. 

Mr. PAGE. IT understand that the shipping bill, being a continuing 
order, supersedes the consideration of the Private Calendar. 

The SPEAKER. The shipping bill is the special order from day to 
day until disposed of, having been made so by unanimous consent. 

Mr. WHITE. I object. 

The SPEAKER. ‘The Chair thinks the regular order is the further 
consideration of the unfinished business, the bill (H. R. 7061) to remove 
certain bardens on the American merchant marine, to encourage the 
American foreign carrying trade, and to amend the laws relating to the 
shipment and discharge of seamen. 

Mr. KNOTT. 1 desire to ofier an amendment to the pending sub- 
stitute. 

Mr. PAGE. Are further amendments in order at this time ? 

The SPEAKER. At the close of the session last evening the House 
had voted upon and adopted an amendment offered by the gentleman from 
New York [Mr. Cox] to the amendment in the nature of a substitute 
for the eighteenth section offered by the gentleman from California. The 
Chair thinks it is now in order to offer a further amendment to that sub- 
stitute; and this, as the Chair understood, was the proposition of the 
gentleman from Kentucky [Mr. Knorr]. The amendment will be 
read, 

Mr. WHITE. I rise to a question of order. Do TI understand the 
Speaker to decide that the shipping bill is now before the House as 
unfinished business ? 

The SPEAKER. 
sider it. 

Mr. WHITE. 
other business ? 

The SPEAKER. Not always; but it doesin thiscase. The amend- 
ment of the gentleman from Kentucky [Mr. KNorr] will be read. 

The Clerk read as follows : 


This being Friday, pri- 
They are more important than the 


Undoubtedly. The House is proceeding to con- 


Strike out the following words: 

“Whenany American vessel shall be constructed, equipped, repaired, refitted 
or supplied with ship's stores for the foreign trade, including the trade between 
the Atlantic and the Pacilic ports of the United States, in whole or in part of 
materials of the production of the United States, the owner or owners of such 
vessel shall be entitled to receive and collect from the United Statesa drawback 
or sum equal in amount tothe duty which would have been collected upon im- 
ported materials of like description and of equal quality with the American ma- 
terials used in the construction, equipment, engines, boilers, attachments, and 
other appurtenances of such vessel, including the repairs, outtit, and supplies: 
Provided, That in ascertaining such drawback the duties shall be computed on 
iron and steel advanced in manufacture not beyond the point of plates, angles, 
bars, and rods: Provided also, ‘That such drawback on any article shall not exceed 
the ditference between the market price of such article in the collection district 
in which the vessel shall be built, repaired, refitted, or supplied, and the market 
price of a similar article inthe city of Glasgow or theriver Clyde, and shall not 
exceed $10 perton admeasurement in the case of the original construction of any 
sailing vessel, and $25 per ton in the case of original construction of any vessel 
propelled in whole or in part by steam; and in the aggregate the drawback or 
sum paid under this section shall not in any oye year exceed the amount of ton- 
nage tax collected in such year: And provided further, That this section shall 
apply only to vessels commenced after the passage of this act,” 


Mr. PAGE. [rise toa parliamentary inquiry. As I understand, the 
proposition now made by the gentleman from Kentucky is to strike out 
the substitute. 

Mr. KNOTT. My motion is to amend the original text of the sub- 
stitute so as to strike out the subsidy clause. 

Mr. PAGE. If I understood the reading of the amendment offered 
by the gentleman from Kentucky, it was to strike out the substitute 
otfered by myself, to which two amendments have been adopted by the 
House. If the substitute is stricken out it carries with it, as I under- 
stand, the amendments which have been adopted. 

Mr. BUCKNER. I suggest to my friend from Kentucky [Mr. Knorr] 
that in view of the purpose which I presume he desires to accomplish, 
he should not include in this proposition to strike out the amendment 
offered by the gentleman from Kentucky [ Mr. THOMPSON] and accepted 
‘by the committee. 

Mr. ROBESON. I rise to a parliamentary inquiry. 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman will state it. 

Mr. ROBESON. If the proposition of the gentleman from Kentucky 
to strike out the original substitute should prevail does it carry with 
it the provisions which have been added to that substitute by votes of 
the House? As I understand the question, a substitute for the eight- 
eeuth section—the drawback section—was offered by the gentleman 





And the unfinished business takes precedence over | 





from California [Mr. PAGE], embracing certain conditions and limita- 
tions. This drawback provision has been amended by adding a pro- 
vision for free ships and free materials. Now, the motion of the gen- 
tleman from Kentucky is to strike out the drawback, leaving the tree 
ships and free materials standingalone. I wish to know whether strik- 
ing out the original substitute carries with it the amendments? 

Manifestly it does not. 


Mr. KNOTT. 


The SPEAKER. 


the Chair it does not. 


Mr. ROBESON. 


The Chair is ready to decide. 


In the opinion of 


Then I understand the Chair tosay that if this mo- 


tion striking out the original substitute be agreed to the drawback pro- 
vision is gone, and the free ships and free materials stand alone. 


The SPEAKER. 


amendment. 


The Chair has nothing to do with the terms of the 
The question is one of parliamentary law. 


Mr. ROBESON. That is all I wanted to understand. 


Mr. PAGE. 


I again rise to a parliamentary inquiry. 


Is it possible 


under the rules of order to amend the substitute, and then, before the 
substitute as amended has been adopted, to strike out the substitute, 
leaving the amendments standing? The proposition, as I understand, 
is to strike out the whole substitute. 


The SPEAKER. 


ing substitute as amended. 


Mr. PAGE. 


This motion is only a means of amending the pend- 


How can you amend the substitute by striking it out 


without interfering with the amendments which have been adopted as 
a part of the substitute? 


The SPEAKER. 


out any portion of the substitute as amended. 


Mr. BUCKNER. 


ject to debate. 
Mr. REED. 


Mr. BUCKNER. 


ment? 


The SPEAKER. 


Mr. MILLS. 


The SPEAKER. 


bate is closed. 
Mr. PAGE. 


It is not. 


All debate has been closed. 
Is the previous question operating on this amend- 


But is it open to debate? 
It is not,as by unanimous consent all further de 


I demand the yeas and nays. 
The yeas and nays were ordered. 


The Chair holds that it is in order tomove to strike 


I desire to know whether this amendment is sub- 


The question was taken; and it was decided in the negative—yeas 93, 
nays 131, not voting 65; as follows: 


YEAS—93. 


Aiken, 
Anderson, 
Armiield, 
Atkins, 
Barbour, 
Beach, 
Belmont, 
Beltzhoover, 
Berry, 
Blackburn, 
Bland, 
Blount, 
Bragg, 
Buchanan, 
Buck, 
Cabell, 
Caldwell, 
Cannon, 
Carlisle, 
Chapman, 
Clardy, 
Clark, 
Clements, 
Cobb, 


Aldrich, 
Barr, 
Bayne, 
Bingham, 
Bisbee, 
Bliss, 
Bowman, 
Brewer, 
Briggs, 
Buckner, 
Burrows, Julius C. 
Butterworth, 
Camp, 
Campbell, 
Candler, 
Carpenter, 
Caswell, 
Chace, 
Crapo, 
Cullen, 
Cutts, 
Davis, George R. 
Dawes, 
Deering, 
De Motte, 
Dezendorf, 
Dingley, 
Ellis, 

crrett, 
Farwell, Sewell 8. 
Flower, 

rd 


> 


ord, 
George, 


Converse, 
Cook, 

Cox, Samuel 8. 
Cox, William R. 


Covington, Holman, 
Cravens, Tlouse, 
Culberson, Jones, Geo, W. 
Curtin, Klotz, 
Davis, Lowndes Hl. Knott, 
Deuster, Latham, 
Dibrell, Lecdom, 
Dowd, Le Fevre, 
Dugro, Manning, 
Dunn, Martin, 
Ermentrout, Matson, 
Evins, McCook, 
Forney, McKenzie, 
Frost, MeMillin, 
Garrison, Mills, 
Geddes, Morrison, 
Gunter, Moulton, 
Hammond, N. J. Muldrow, 
Haseltine, Mutehler, 
Haskell, Phelps, 
NAYS—I31. 
Gibson, Mackey, 
Godshalk, McCoid, 
Grout, McKinley, 
Guenther, McLane, Robt. M. 
Hall, McLean, Jas, H. 
Hammond, John Miles, 
Hardenbergh, Miller, 
Hardy, Money, 
Harmer, Moore, 
Harris, Benj. W. Morey, 
Tlazelton, Morse, 
Heilman, Mosgrove, 
Hepburn, Murch, 
Hill, Neal, 
Tlitt, Nolan, 
Hlorr, Norcross, 
Hubbs, O'Neill, 
Humphrey, Page, 
Jacobs, Parker, 
Jadwin, Paul, 
Jones, Phineas Payson, 
Jorgensen, Peelle, 
Joyce, Peirce, 
Kasson, Pettibone, 
Kelley, Prescott, 
Ketcham, Ranney, 
King, Ray 
Lacey, Reed, 
Ladd, Rice, Wm. W. 
Lewis, Rich, 
Lindsey, Ritchie, 
Robeson, 
Lynch, Robinson, Geo. D. 


Hatch, 
Hlerbert, 
Hewitt, G. W. 
Hloblitzell, 


Phister, 

Randall, 

Reese, 

Rice, Theron M. 
Ryan, 

Simonton, 
Singleton, Jas. W. 
Singleton, Otho R. 
Sparks, 

Springer, 
Stockslager, 
Townshend, R. W. 
Tucker, 

Turner, Henry G 
Turner, Oscar 
Vance, 

Warner, 
Wellborn, 
Whitthorne, 
Willis, 

Willits. 


Rosecrans, 
Russell, 

Scoville, 
Shallenberger, 
Shelley, 

Sherwin, 
Skinner, 

Smalls, 

Smith, A. Herr 
Smith, Dietrich C. 
Speer, 

Spooner, 

Stone, 

Strait, 

Taylor, 

Thomas, 
Thompson, Win. G, 
Townsend, Amos 
Tyler, 

Updegraff, 

Van Aernam, 
Van Horn, 
Wadsworth, 

Wait 

Ward, 

Watson, 

Webber, 

West, 

Williams, Chas. G. 
Wilson, 


rv: 


Wise, George D. 
Wood, Walter A. 
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NOT VOTING—®S. 


n, Fisher, Oates, Steele, 
rn Fulkerson, Pacheoo, Talbott, 
Black Harris, Henry 8S. Pound, Thompson, P. 8B 
Blanchard, Henderson, Reagan, Upson, 
Browne, Herndon, Rice, John B. Urner, 
Brumm, Hewitt, Abram S. Richardson, D. P. Valentine, 
Burrows, Jos. H. Hiscock, Richardson, J. 8. Van Voorhis, 
Calkins, Hoge, Robertson, Walker, 
Cassidy, Hooker, Robinson, Jas.S. Washburn, 
Coleri¢k, Houk, Robinson, Wm. E. White, 
Cornell, Hubbell, Ross, Williams, Thomas 
Crowley, Hutchins, Scales, Wise, Morgan Rk. 
Darrali, Jones, James K. Scranton, Wood, Benjamin 
Davidson, Kenna, Shackelford, Young. 
Dunnell, Marsh, Shultz, 
Dwight, Mason, Smith, J. Hyatt 
Farwell, Chas. B. McClure, Spaulding, 


So the amendment was rejected. 

During the roll-call the following pairs were 
Clerk’s desk: 

Mr. CoRNELL with Mr. BLACK. 

Mr. SPAULDING with Mr. JONES of Arkansas. 

Mr. VALENTINE with Mr. DAvIpson. 

Mr. RICHARDSON, of New York, with Mr. RicHARDSON, of 
Carolina. 

Mr. HUBBELL with Mr. BLACKBURN. 

Mr. DUNNELL with Mr. HARRIS of New Jersey. 

Mr. HENDERSON with Mr. BENJAMIN Woop. 

Mr. URNER with Mr. MCLANEof Maryland. 

Mr. MASON with Mr. KENNA. 

Mr. DARRALL with Mr. TALBOTT. 
Mr. WASHBURN with Mr. REAGAN. 

Mr. Hovuk with Mr. Ross. 

Mr. FISHER with Mr. RosecRANs. 

Mr. SmiTH, of New York, with Mr. Hurcnrns. 

Mr. Hiscock with Mr. Hewitt of New York. 

Mr. PoenD with Mr. WILLIAMS of Alabama. 

Mr. MARSH with Mr. HoGe. 

Mr. OATES with Mr. Upson. 

Mr. DwiGuTt with Mr. WALKER. 

Mr. BELFORD with Mr. HoBLitze.. 

Mr. FARWELL, of Illinois, with Mr. SCALEs. 

Mr. CALKINS with Mr. SHACKELFORD. 

Mr. WHITE with Mr. THoMpson of Kentucky. 

Mr. PAGE. 
be dispensed with. 

Mr. KNOTT. I object. 

The vote was then announced as above recorded. 

Mr. PAGE moved to reconsider the vote by which the amendment was 
rejected; and also moved that the motion to reconsider be laid on the table. 

The latter motion was agreed to. 

Mr. MILLS. I move to add to the substitute the following: 

The Clerk read as follows: 

It being the object of this bill to increase the wages of American labor, as well 
as to encourage the growth of American shipping, no rebate or drawback shall 
be paid to any ship-builder or ship-owner until he shall file with the Secretary of 
the Treasury the proof that he has paid to each of his employés 20 per cent. ad- 
vance on the wages he paid for like services for the month of December, 1882. 

Mr. WHITE. Iam paired with my colleague, Mr. THomMPSON. 

The SPEAKER. The rule requires pairs to be filed in writing. 

Mr. MILLS. I demand the yeas and nays on my amendment. 

The House divided; and there were—ayes 24, noes 40. 

The SPEAKER. Not a sufficient number. 

Mr. KNOTT. Tellers on the yeas and nays. 

Tellers were ordered; and Mr. MILLs and Mr. PAGE were appointed. 

The House again divided; and the tellers reported ayes 41. 

So the yeas and nays were ordered (more than one-fifth having voted 
in the affirmative). 

The question was taken; and it was decided in the negative—yeas 94, 
nays 116, not voting 79; as follows: 


announced from the 


South 


YEAS—94. 
Aiken, Cobb, Hardenbergh, Phelps, 
Anderson, Converse, te Randall, 
Armfield, k, Haseltine, Reese, 
Atherton, Covington, Hatch, Rice, Theron M. 
Atkins, Cox, Samuel S. Herbert, yan, 
Barbour, Cox, William R. Holman, Shelley, 
Bayne, Cravens, House, Simonton, 

h, Culberson, Jones, George W. Singleton, J. W. 
Belmont, Curtin, Klotz, Singleton, Otho R. 
Beltahoover, Davis, Lowndes H. Knott, Sparks 
Berry, Deuster, Latham, Springer, 

Blan % Dibrell om, Stockslager, 
Bland, Dowd, Manning, Townshend, R. W. 
Blount, Dugro, Matson, Turner, Henry G. 
Bragg, Dunn, McKenzie, Turner, Oscar 
Browne, Ermentrout, MeMillin, Vance, 

B > Evins, Mill Warner, 

Cabell, Ford, Mo n, Wellborn, 

Cald 8 Forney, Moszgrove, Whitthorne, 
Carlisle, Frost, Moulton, Willis, 

Cassidy, Garrison, Muldrow, Wilson, 

Clardy, Geddes, Murch Wise, George D. 
Clark, Gunter, Mutchier, 

Clements, nd,N.J. Nolan, 
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Dezendorf, Ketcham, Robeson 


Willits 


NAYS—116 
Aldrich, Ellis Ladd Rosecrans 
| Barr, Errett Lewis. Russell, 
BeWord, Farwell, Sewell S. Lindsey Shallenberyer, 
Bingham George Lord Sherwin 
Bisbee, trodshalk Mackey Skinner 
| Bliss, Grout, MeCoid Smalls, 
| Bowman Guenther McCook, Smith, A. Herr 
| Brewer, Hall, McKinley, Smith, Dietrich C 
| Briggs, Hammond, John MeLean, Jas, H Speer, 
Brumm, Harmer, Miles, Spooner 
| Buck, Harris, Benj. W Miller, Stone, 
| Burrows, Julius C. Haskell Moore, Strait, 
| Butterworth, Hazelton Morse Taylor, 
| Camp, Heilman, Norcross rhomas, 
Campbell, Ilepburn, ONeill Thompson, Wm. G. 
| Candler, Hewitt, G. W Page Townsend, Amos 
} Cannon, Hill, Payson lyler, 
Carpenter, Hitt, Peelle Updegraff, 
Caswell, Hlorr Peires Van Aernam, 
Chace, Hubbs, Pettibone Van Horn, 
Crapo, Humphrey Prescott, Wadsworth 
Cullen, Jacobs, Ranney Wait 
| Cutts, Jadwin, Ray, Ward 
| Davis, George R. Jones, Phineas Reed Watson 
| Dawes, Jorgensen, Rice, Wm. W Webber 
| Deering, Joyce, Rich, West, 
| De Motte, Kelley, Ritchie Williams, Chas. Q. 
| 
| 





I move by unanimous consent the reading of the names | 





Dingley, Lacey, Robinson, Geo. DP Wood, Walter A 
NOT VOTING—79 
Black, Herndon, Money Shackelford 
Blackburn, Hewitt, Abram S. Morey Shultz 
Buckner, Hiscock, Neal Smith, J. Hyatt 
Burrows, Jos. H Hoblitzell, Cates, Spaulding 
Calkins, Hoge, Pacheco Steele, 
Chapman, Hooker, Parker, lalbott 
Colerick, Houk, Paul, Thompson, PB 
Cornell, Hubbell, Phister, Pucker, 
Crowley, Hutchins, Pound, Upson, 
Darrall, Jones, James K Reagan, Urner 
Davidson, Kasson, Rice, John B Valentine 
Dunnell, Kenna, Richardson, D. P. Van Voorhis 
Dwight, King, Richardson, J. 8 Walker, 
Farwell, Chas. B. Le Fevre Robertson, Washburn 
Fisher, Lyneh Robinson, Jas. 8 White, 
Flower, Marsh, Robinson, Wm. KE. Williams, Thomas 
Fulkerson, Martin toss Wise, Morgan R 
Gibson, Mason, Seales Wood, Benjamin 
Harris, Henry 8 MeClure Scoville Young 


Henderson, McLane, Robt. M. Scranton 


So the amendment was not agreed to 

The following additional pairs were announced 

Mr. NEAL with Mr. PHISTER. 

Mr. WHITE with Mr. THOMPSON of Kentucky 

On motion of Mr. PAGE, by unanimous consent, the reading of the 
names was dispensed with. 

The result of the vote was then announced as above recorded. 

Mr. PAGE moved to reconsider the vote by which the amendment 
was rejected; and also moved that the motion to reconsider be laid on 
the table. 

The latter motion was agreed to 

Mr. PAGE. I now move the previous question upon the substitute 
to the eighteenth section as amended 

Mr. ANDERSON. [rise to a parliamentary inquiry 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman will state it. 

Mr. ANDERSON. I wish to inquire whether in case the previous 
question is ordered, and in case this substitute offered by the gentle- 
man from California should be adopted in place of the eighteenth sec- 
tion, it would then be in order to move to strike out the eighteenth 
section as it stands amended ? 

The SPEAKER. The Chair thinks it would not be in order to make 
that motion. 

Mr. ANDERSON 
it be in order? 

The SPEAKER. It would not be in order if the previous question 
is not ordered, if the substitute is adopted. If the previous question is 
ordered, only the motion now pending would be inorder. If the sub- 
stitute was not adopted the motion might be made to strike out the 
eighteenth section, as the previous question would have very little to 
do with the matter in that event. 

Mr. ANDERSON. As I understand, then, the adoption of the sub- 
stitute would preclude the other motion. 

Mr. HOLMAN. Let me suggest that the motion be considered as 
pending, by unanimous consent—and I hope the gentleman from Cali- 
fornia will not oppose it—to strike out the original text of the eight- 
eenth section in case the substitute is rejected, and let the previous 
question be ordered with that understanding. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair will repeat that the previous question 
would have very little to do with it, whether pending or not, if the sub- 
stitute were adopted and the original text stricken out. The point iv 
whether the motion to strike out the adopted substitute would be in 
order. The Chair thinks not, under the rule, whether the previous 
question is pending or not. 

Mr. HOLMAN. But if the substitute is not adopted? 

The SPEAKER. Then the motion to strike out the eighteenth sec- 
tion would be in order if the previous question is not operating. 


If the previous question was not ordered would 
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Mr. HOLMAN. If, then, the gentleman from California confines 
his motion to the pending substitute und amendments to it, so that it 
would not interfere with the motion to strike out the original section, 
there is no objection. Or L suppose that unanimous consent could be 
given even alter the prev ious question is ordered that that motion 
might be regarded as pending. 

Mr. PAGE. My motion is for the previous question upon the sub- 
stitute and the amendments thereto. 

Mr. HOLMAN. That is all right, then. 

Mr. ANDERSON. Let me ask another question. Did not the gen- 
tleman trom Illinois enter a motion to strike out the eighteenth sec- 
tion? [refer to the gentleman from Illinois, Mr. TOWNSHEND. 

The SPEAKER. He did not. The gentleman gave notice of his 
intention to make the motion, when in order. 

Mr. ANDERSON. Would it be in order now to make that motion? 

The SPEAKER. It is not now in order. 

Mr. PAGE. You have not the floor to make the motion. 

Mr. ANDERSON. I am addressing my inquiry to the Chair. 

Mr. PAGE. And I am giving you the information. [Laughter. ] 

The SPEAKER. The Chair does not think that there need be any 
difficulty or confusion about this matter. If the previous question is 
ordered upon the pending substitute as amended only, that is the sub- 
stitute of the gentleman from California, as amended, to the eighteenth 
section, a motion may be made to strike out the section in case the 
motion to strike out and insert the substitute shall fail. Thatisas far 
as the Chair desires to make a ruling at present and does not feel called 
upon to go beyond that. 

Mr. ROBINSON, of Massachusetts. And if the motion tostrike out 
and insert prevails, that is, if the substitute is adopted, it would not 
be in order at any time to make the motion to strike out. 

The SPEAKER. ‘The Chair does not think it necessary to rule fur- 
ther upon the question at this time. 

Mr. ANDERSON. Permit me again, Mr. Speaker. Would it not 
be in order to amend the motion of the gentleman from California, which 
is to make the previous question applicable to both the substitute and 
the section? Would it be in order to make it applicable to the substi- 
tute only ? 

Mr. PAGE. You have not the floor to make any motion. My mo- 
tion is for the previous question on the proposed substitute as amended. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair thinks that this subject is wholly under 
the control of the gentleman from California. The gentleman from Cali- 
fornia demands the previous question upon the substitute, as amended, 
to section 18. 

The previous question was ordered. 

The SPEAKER. The question is now upon the motion of the gen- 
tleman from California, which is to strike out the entire section 18, as 
it appears in the original bill of the committee, and to insert in lieu 
thereof a substitute as amended by the House. 

Mr. PAGE. Let the substitute as amended be read. 

The SPEAKER. It may be read for the information of the House. 

The Clerk read as follows: 


In lieu of section 18 of the original bill insert: 

“Src. IS. When any American vessel shall be constructed, equipped, repaired, 
refitted, or supplied with ship's stores for the foreign trade, including the trade 
between the Atlantic and Pacific ports of the United States, in whole or in part, 
of materials of the production of the United States, the owner or owners of such 
vessel shall be entitled to receive and collect from the United States a draw- 
back or sum equal in amount to the duty which would have been collected on 
imported materials of like description and of equal quality with the American 
materials used in the construction, equipment, engines, boilers, attachments, 
and other appurtenances of such vessel, including repairs, outfits, and supplies : 
Provided, That in ascertaining such drawback the duty shall be computed on iron 
and steel advanced in manufacture not beyond the point of plates, angles, bars, 
and rods: Provided also, That such drawback on any article shall not exceed the 
difference between the market price of such article in the collection district in 
which the vessel shall be built, repaired, refitted, or supplied, and the market 
price of a similar article in the city of Glasgow, or the river Clyde, and shall not 
exceed $10 per ton admeasurement in the case of the original construction of any 
sailing vessel, and $25 per ton in the case of the original construction of any ves- 
sel propelled in whole or in part by steam ; and, in the aggregate, the drawback 
or sum paid under this section shall not in any one year exceed the amount of 
tonnage tax collected in such year: And provided further, If the fund herein pro- 
vided in any one year is insufficient to pay in full the amount of claims preferred 
against it, then it shall be prorated among the claimants and accepted by them in 
full payment of all claims against the United States arising out of this law: And 
provided further, That this section shall apply only to vessels commenced, re- 
paired, refitted, or supplied after the passage of this act. 

That from and after the Ist day of April, 1883, any citizen or citizens ofthe United 
States may purchase the whole of any steam or sail vessel constructed mainly of 
steel or iron, no matter where said vessel may have been built, whether within the 
United States or in a foreign country, or whether said vessel may have been 
owned in whole or in part by an alien or aliens; and said vessels shall be reg- 
istered free of duty as to the hull, spars, appliances, outfit, and equipment (in- 
cluding boilers, engines, and machinery if a steam-vessel) as a vessel of the 
United States by the collector in any port of entry of the United States to whom 
application for such registry _ be made by said citizen or citizens, in the same 
manner as though said vessel had been built in the United States: Provided, 
however, That this section shall apply only to vessels of more than 1,500 tons regis- 
try, to be employed in the foreign carrying trade exclusively, and not in the coast- 
wise trade, excepting between ports on the Atlantic and ports on the Pacific ocean: 
Provided, That all or any part of the materials, whether wood, steel, or iron, 
copper, yellow metal, bolts, spikes, sheathing, trenails, canvas for sails, whether 
flax or cotton, rigging and cordage, whether hemp, manila hemp, or iron wire ; 
anchors and cables, iron plates, castings and forgings, angle-irons, beams, masts, 
yards, rivets, bolts, nuts, screws, engines, boiler plates and tubes, and machinery, 
and all other materialsand appliances which may be necessary for the construc- 
tion and equipment, in whole or in part, of vessels to be built and furnished in 





the United States after the Ist day of April, 1883, for the foreign trade, includmg 

»rts, may be imported in bond under 
reasury may prescribe ; and upon proof 
that such materials have been used for such purpose, no duties shall be collected 


the trade between Atlantic and 
such regulations as the Secretary of the 


or paid thereon.” 


The SPEAKER. 


-acific 


The question is on striking out the original sec- 


tion and inserting as a substitute the words just read. 


Mr. MOULTON. 


I call for the yeas and nays. 


The yeas and nays were ordered, 44 voting therefor. 
The question was taken; and it was decided in the affirmative—yeas 
135, nays 85, not voting 69; as follows: 


Aiken, 
Aldrich, 
Anderson, 
Armfield, 
Atherton, 
Atkins, 
Beach, 
Belmont, 
Beltzhoover, 


Bowman, 
Bragg, 
Browne, 
Buchanan, 
Buckner, 
Cabell, 
Caldwell, 
Calkins, 
Candler, 
Cannon, 
Carlisle, 
Cassidy, 
Caswell, 
Chapman, 
Clardy, 
Clark, 
Clements, 
Cobb, 
Converse, 
Cook, 
Covington, 
Cox, Samuel 8. 


Barr, 
Bayne, 
Bingham, 
Bisbee, 
Brewer, 
Briggs, 
Brumm, 
Buck, 


Burrows, JuliusC. 


Camp, 
Campbell, 
Carpenter, 
Chace, 
Davis, George R. 
Dawes 
Dezendorf. 4 
Dingley, 
Ermentrout, 
Errett, 
Ford, 
Godshalk, 
Grout, 


Barbour, 
Belford, 

Black, 
Blackburn, 
Blanchard, 
Blount, 
Burrows, Jos. H. 
Butterworth, 
Colerick, 
Cornell, 
Crowley, 
Curtin, 

Darrall, 
Davidson, 
Deering, 
Dunnell, 
Dwight, 
Farwell, Chas. B. 


YEAS—135. 
Cox, William R. Hoge, 
Crapo, Holman, 
Cravens, House, 
Culberson, Hubbs, 
Cullen, Jones, Geo, W. 
Cutts, Kasson, 
Davis, Lowndes H. King, 
De Motte, Klotz, 
Deuster, Knott, 
Dibrell, Lacey, 
Dowd, Ladd, 
Dugro, Latham, 
Dunn, Leedom 
Ellis, Le Fevre, 
Evins, Manning, 
Farwell, SewellS. Martin, 
Flower, Matson, 
Forney, McCoid, 
Frost, McCook, 
Garrison, McKenzie, 
Geddes, McLane, Robt. M. 
Gibson, MeMillin, 
Guenther, Mills, 
Gunter, Money, 
Hammond, N.J. Morrison, 
Hardenbergh, Morse, 
Hardy Moulton, 
Haseltine, Muldrow, 
Hatch, Mutchler, 
Hazelton, Nolan, 
Heilman, Oates, 
Herbert, Page, 
Hewitt, G. W. Parker, 
Hitt, Payson, 

NAYS—85. 
Hall, Miles, 
Harmer, Miller, 
Harris, Benj. W. Moore, 
Haskell, Murch, 
Hepburn, Norcross, 
Hill, O'Neill, 
Horr, Peirce, 
Humphrey, Prescott, 

acobs, Ranney, 

Jadwin, Ray, 
Jones, Phineas Reed, 
Jorgensen, Rice, John B. 
Joyce, Rich, 
Kelley, Ritchie, 
Ketcham, Robinson, Geo, D. 
Lewis, Robinson, Jas. 8. 
Lindsey, Russell, 


igrach, 


ey, 
McKinley, 
McLean, Jas. H. 


Scranton, 
Shallenberger, 
Skinner, 


Smalls, 
Smith, A. Herr 


NOT VOTING—49. 


Fisher, 
Fulkerson, 
George, 
Hammond, John 
Harris, Henry 8. 
Henderson, 
Herndon, 
Hewitt, Abram S. 
Hiscock, 
Hoblitzell, 
Hooker, 

Houk, 

Hubbell, 
Hutchins, 

Jones, James K. 
Kenna, 

Marsh, 

Mason, 


So the substitute was adopted. 
The following additional pair-was announced: 


Mr. RopEson with Mr. BLouNT. 
Mr. MILLER. 


with. 


Phister, 

Pound, 

Reagan, 
Richardson, D. P. 
Richardson, J. 8. 
Robertson, 
Robeson, 
Robinson, Wm. FE. 
Rosecrans, 

Ross, 

Ryan, 

Scales, 


Peelle, 

Pettibone, 
Phelps, 

Randall, 

Reese, 

Rice, Theron M. 
Rice, Wm. W. 
Scoville, . 
Shelley, 

Sherwin, 
Simonton, 
Singleton, Jas. W. 
Singleton, Otho R. 
Smith, Dietrich C. 
Sparks, 

Springer, 
Stockslager, 
Stone, 

Strait, 
Thompson, P. B. 
Thompson, Wm. G, 
Townshend, R. W. 
Tucker, 

Turner, Henry G. 
Turner, Oscar, 
Upson, 

Vance, 
Wadsworth, 
Warner, 
Wellborn, 
Whitthorne, 
Willis, 

Wise, George D. 


Speer, 

Spooner, 

Steele, 

Taylor, 

Thomas, 
‘Townsend, Amos 
Tyler, 

Van Aernan, 
Van Horn, 

Van Voorhis, 


est, 
Williams, Chas. G. 
Willits, 
Wilson 
Wood, Walter A. 


Shackelford, 
Shultz, 

Smith, J. Hyatt 
Spaulding, 
Talbott, 
Updegraff, 
Urner, 
Valentine, 
Walker, 
Washburn, 
White, 
Williams, Thomas 
Wise, Morgan R. 
Wood, Benjamin 
Young. 


I move that the reading of the names be dispensed 


There was no objection. 

The result of the vote’was then announced as above recorded. 

Mr. PAGE moved to reconsider the vote by which the substitute was 
adopted; and also moved that the motion to reconsider be laid on the 


table. 


The latter motion was 


The Clerk read sections 19 and 


Sec. 19. That such sums shall be paid in the same manner and from the same 
funds as drawbacks on customs dues, and under such regulations as may be 
adopted from time to time by the Secretary of the Treasury, and shall be adjusted 
and the amount thereof determined prior to the registry of such ship or vessel. 


to. 
20, as follows : 
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20. That the certificate of registry of every such ship or vessel shall be en- | 


titled ‘ Certificate of registry under an act to remove certain burdens on the 
American merchant marine, to encourage the American foreign carrying trade, 
and so forth,” and shall contain a prohibition of such ship or vessel engaging in 
the coasting trade, except between ports on the Atlanticand ports on the Pacific. 
Every such certificate shall have indorsed upon it the amount paid or adjusied 
to be paid to the owner under this act. Every renewal of the registry shall be 
in likeform. Should any vesselso registered be about to engage in the coasting 
trade, other than that between ports on the Atlantic and ports on the Pacific, the 
owners must first surrender such certificate of registry, repay to the collector of 
customs to whom the certificate is surrendered the sum indorsed thereon, and 
take out a new certificate of registry or of enrollment in ordinary form. Should 
any ship or vessel, registered as hereinbefore provided, engage in the coasting 
trade other than that between ports on the Atlantic and ports on the Pacific, with- 
out surrender of such certificate, as hereinbefore provided, or without repayment 
of the amount indorsed thereon, or without taking out a new certificate of reg- 
istry or enrollment in ordinary form, she shall be subject to a fine of double the 
amount indorsed on such original certificate of registry, which fine shall be a 
lien on such ship or vessel, and shall be ascertained and collected at suit of the 
United States in rem in admiralty against such ship or vessel in the district 
court of the United States for the proper district; such suit to be governed by 
the laws, rules, and regulations pertaining to other suits in admiralty. 


Mr. VAN VOORHIS. 
desk. 
The Clerk read as follows : 


I offer the amendment which I send to the 


Amend section 20 by inserting after the word * Pacific,’ in line &, the follow- 
ing: “ And except between ports on the great lakes of the Canada frontier ;"’ and 
after the word * Pacific,” in lines 13 and 19 of the same section, insert ‘and the 
lakes on the Canada frontier.” 

Mr. VAN VOORHIS. The object of the amendment is to allow ves- 
sels built under this law trading with Canada to stop at American ports 
on the line. There is no coastwise trade on the American side of Lake 
Ontario except such as can be done by vessels trading with Canada. 
The only coasting trade prohibited in this bill is that pertaining to the 
lakes. Ships built under this act may start from Portland, Maine, and 
carry passengers and freight to and from every port on the Atlantic, and 
also every port on the Pacific. I do not know what coasting trade we 
have except on the Atlantic and Pacific coasts and the lakes. It seems 
to me there should not be an exception here which shall discriminate 
against lake commerce. It would very much injure the commerce of 
the lakes, and prevent the building of ships under this act to be used 
upon the lakes, if they are prohibited from doing such business as there 
may be to do between American ports. 

Mr. DINGLEY. The gentleman from New York has made an inter- 
pretation of the language ‘‘ except between ports on the Atlantic and 
ports on the Pacific.’’ This has always been construed by the Depart- 
ment to relate simply to that class of vessels that sail from some port 
on the Atlantic coast round Cape Horn to some port on the Pacific coast, 
and not to vessels that touch on a coastwise passage at various ports. It 
is the same language as is used in section 2513 of the Revised Statutes, 
which has always been construed by the Department as relating to a 
vessel which goes round by Cape Horn to the Pacific coast. This does 
not include the coastwise trade. If a vessel onthe lakes is engaged in 
trade with Canada, then of course it is engaged in a foreign trade, which 
would be included in the bill. Butif it isengaged inthe coastwise trade, 
then it is excluded, as all coastwise trade is excluded, that being a pro- 
tected trade restricted to American vessels. 

Mr. VAN VOORHIS. Would not a ship built under section 18, 
clearing from Portland, be authorized to take in goods on every port on 
the Atlantic coast ? 

Mr. DINGLEY. Not under the construction of the Treasury De- 
partment. 

Mr. VAN VOORHIS. I do not know anything about this matter of 
construction by the Department; this language does not admit of such 
construction. It is very easy to make this plain. The grammatical 
construction of section 18, unless you do violence to the language by 
some form of interpretation, is that these ships may do business bet ween 
the Atlantic ports and between the Pacific ports of the United States; 
and no ship is limited to any one single Atlantic port or Pacific port, 
but may do business at every port on the Atlantic and every port on 
the Pacific if it so desires. That is the plain meaning of this bill. | 
should be slow to believe that any construction by the Department can 
modify or change the plain meaning of the words used here. 
rate, if the intention of the committee reporting this bill is what has 
been stated by the gentleman from Maine {Mr. DINGLEv], then it 
should be so expressed in the bill. I hope the amendment will be 
adopted. 

[Here the hammer fell. } 

The question was taken upon the amendment of Mr. VAN Vooruts, 
and it was not agreed to. 

Mr. ROBINSON, of Massachusetts. It seems to me that there should 
be an amendment to this twentieth section. 1 move to strike out the 
last word, in order to make an inquiry. It will be recollected that the 
House has adopted an amendment proposed by the gentleman from New 


York [Mr. Cox], known as the ‘‘ free-material”’ clause, and that has | 


gone into the bill as a part of the eighteenth section. 

Now, although in the language of that amendment reference is made 
to the “foreign trade,’’ there is nothing in it that will prevent the 
change of that vessel from the foreign trade after it has made one voy- 
age, for instance, to the coastwise trade. I suppose it was not the in- 
tention of the mover of that amendment that it should have that effect. 


At any | 
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The only restraint there can be upon such a result will be in the pro- 
Visions of the twentieth section, which we are now considering. ‘The 
amendment proposed by the gentleman from New York with the limi 
tation ‘for foreign trade’’ is not sufficient, because the general lan 
guage of section 23 of this bill will repeal all restrictions contained in 
section 2513 of the Revised Statutes, which section provides in terms 
that no such vessel shall be employed in the coastwise trade for more 
than two months in any one year. That impresses upon the vessel the 
character of foreign trade, and restricts it to foreign trade except. tor 
two months in a year. 

Now, as I understand it, the purpose of the gentleman from New 
York [Mr. Cox] is to keep the vessel contined-to that trade. The 
House will remember that this section 20 was drawn for the purpose of 
meeting the preceding provisions of this bill as presented by the com 
mittee, and not in contemplation of the enlargement of the bill which 
has since been made. Therefore the provisions of this section 20 are 
not quite broad enough; they only provide fora ship built subject to 
the drawback provision. Consequently the provisions of this section 
do not cover the case of a free ship, as it is called 
| of free material. 

Therefore, if I may be permitted to withdraw my pro forma amend 
ment and submit something substantial, I will move to insert, after the 
word ‘‘ vessel,’’ in line 2 of this section, the words ** purchased or con 
structed under the provisions of the eighteenth section of this act.” 

Mr. PAGE. I have no objection to that. 

Mr. COX, of New York.- That is all right. 

Mr. PAGE. That was the intention of the 
York. 

Mr. COX, of New York. Without a doubt. 

The amendment of Mr. ROBINSON, of Massachusetts, was agreed to. . 

Mr. BUCKNER. I move to further amend this section by inserting, 
after the word ‘‘Pacific,’’ in line 8, that which I send to the Clerk’s 
desk. 

The Clerk read as follows 

And of its alienation or voluntary sale and delivery to the citizen or citizens 


or any other country, or for the purpose of obtaining a foreign registry, within 
ten years from date of certificate 


only ofa ship built 


gentleman from New 


Mr. BUCKNER. It seems to me that if this section as reported by 
the committee amounts to anything it should provide that the owner 
of a subsidized vessel shall not dispose of it to a citizen of a foreign 
country within a limited time, but that it shall be put into the coast 
wise trade, except under certain conditions. ‘There should be, it seems 
to me, some prohibition against such vessels being used except in the 
foreign trade, and not sold abroad until after a limited period. That is 
the object of the amendment I have offered. 

Mr. CANDLER. The object of this bill is to give freedom to a man 
to build ships or sell ships or to have his ship engaged in the foreign 
trade. Now, we certainly at this late day, after having completed a 
sound and liberal bill that is to do something tor these three classes, do 
not wish to shut out the builder from selling his ship to whomsoever 
he may please. If we admit foreign-built ships, we certainly do not 
wish to shut out our ship-builders from the markets of the world. 

Mr. BUCKNER. We do not want to offer any inducement to a man 
to build a ship at the expense of our Treasury and then sell it to aciti 
zen of a foreign country. 

Mr. CANDLER. There have been a great many charges made that 
this bill is against the interest of the mechanic. I contend that it isin 
the interest of the laboring classes, and that under this bill two men 
will be employed for one who was employed before. If we can build 
ships for the world and give employment to our mechanies, then let us 
do so. I do not believe in laws which will prevent aman from buying 
and selling. The amendment of the gentleman from Missouri [Mt 
BUCKNER] if adopted will really do away with the very spirit of the 
whole bill. 

Mr. REED. I suggest to the gentleman from Missouri | Mr. Boek 
NER] that it is not really of much practical importance; we shall not 
build or sell a great many ships under the provisions of this bill 


Mr. CANDLER. The gentleman from Maine [Mr. Recep] has given 
| us a great many suggestions on this subject. There an honest differ 
ence of opinion, and a majority of this House so far do not agree with 


him. 

We believe that we shall build ships and run ships and increase our 
carrying trade. If the responsibility of killing this bill is to be taken 
by any one, I hope it will be taken by the gentleman from the State 
of Maine, and not by those who believe they are presenting to the coun 
try a bill which will do as much for our interests as any bill can 

“Mr. REED. I can always take the responsibility myself of voting 
| against a proposition which pretends to be fair and is not half fair; a 
| proposition that proposes with the one hand to give a bounty, and not 
the half of what is necessary, and then with the other hand to repea! 





all the protection that at present exists. If that will encourage Amer 
| ican ship-building, then we have a long line of American industries to 

be protected in the same way. For my part I do not believe that th 
sort of encouragement encourages anything except certain death {Ap 


plause on the Republican side. ] 
Mr. DINGLEY 


I move pro forma to amend the amendment of the 
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gentleman from Missouri [Mr. BUCKNER] by striking out the last word, 
While I concur entirely in the object which he has in view, and while 
I urged such a prohibition in the committee, yet I wish to call atten- 
tion to the fact that the gentleman’s proposition for attaining this end 
would not be effective. Nothing can be effective to prevent the aliena- 
tion of a vessel and its transfer to a foreign flag, except the requirement 
that when a vessel has registered under this act the owner or owners 
shall give a bond to the United States to pay the amount indorsed upon 
the register, in case the vessel shall be transferred to another flag. I 
offered in committee an amendment, which Ihave now before me, that 
would accomplish precisely this end; but the amendment suggested by 
the gentleman from Missouri would not, as I think he will see, accom- 
plish the purpose, because there would be no security under it. 

Mr. BUCKNER. LT will say to my friend that I had intended to fol- 
low up the amendment, if adopted, by other provisions which would 
provide the same security that is now given where vessels are forbidden 
to go into the coastwise trade. I will, however, withdraw my amend- 
ment for the present, to hear that of the gentleman from Maine [ Mr. 
DINGLEY ]}. 

Mr. DINGLEY. Theamendment, if it proposed to apply in the first 
instance, should be attached to the nineteenth section. If it is the de- 
sire of the House to accomplish this end, perhaps unanimous consent 
would be given to revert to the nineteenth section that an amendment 
may be offered. It is true that under this bill, if no additional limita- 
tion be inserted, the owner or owners of a vessel which may be built 
under this section may, after using it for a short time in the foreign 
trade, alienate it to a foreign owner. Under the bill as it stands, there 
is no remedy in a case of that kind. This matter was discussed some- 
what in committee; but the majority of the committee did not incline 
to incorporate in the bill any prohibition upon such alienation. If the 
House desires to do so, the object can be easily accomplished. 

Mr. CANDLEKR. Mr. Speaker, it seems to me that an amendment 
of the kind now suggested would impose restrictions which may result 
ina great many embarrassments. Suppose we should have a war or 
any difficulty with a foreign country, our ship-builders or ship-owners 
may be restricted under very embarrassing circumstances from dispos- 
ing of their property. I believe that it is a bad precedent and is in 
opposition to the free exchange of property to deny by law the right 
of a man to sell his ship when he desires to do so. 

There is one thing that we must remember. We have lost most of 
our foreign carrying trade, and the American people desire to enter into 
the foreign commerce of the world. They propose to make a liberal 
proposition—to allow a rebate on the materials entering into the con- 
struction of a ship built in this country, and to allow other privileges 
of that kind. They also demand free ships, or the right to buy some 
ships where they are the cheapest. I believe that in carrying out this 
measure we should use every effort and encourage all branches to see 
whether we can not be successful; and with all the concessions you may 
make, with all the favors you may extend, this is a very difficult prob- 
lem to solve. The increase of the carrying trade of the United States 
will be a very slow process. It may seem that you are doing a great 
deal; but however liberal may be your legislation, you will find that 
with all you may do your carrying trade will increase very slowly. 

I would not check this spirit of freedom; I would not bind by law 
the liberty of the man who builds this description of property or owns 
it. Lora few years at least, until you can see the effect of this policy, 
carry out this law which is as sound and good a law under the circum- 
stances as can be enacted. Let us go on for two or three years at least 
without fettering in this way the builder, the owner, or the man who 
wants to buy ships. If two or three years hence you find your law 
requires amendment, if next year a necessity for amendment should be 
apparent, amend the law in your wisdom. But do not to-day fetter 
the man who builds ships; do not check the progress and growth of his 
operations. 

You say it will be a very difficult thing to induce men to put their 
capital into ship-yards. Soit will. Do you wish to check such invest- 
ment of capital, which it is admitted to be a very difficult thing to se- 
cure, by providing that the man who puts his capital into the construc- 
tion of ships shall not after he has built them sell them wherever he 
can? 

You need not be afraid of hasty legislation. As I have said any im- 
provement of the carrying trade must be a slow process. I appeal to 
the House not to fetter enterprise in that direction, but to endeavor to 
carry out the liberal spirit with which we have commenced. 

{Here the hammer fell. ] 

Mr. Cox, of New York, and Mr. STEELE rose. 

The SPEAKER. Debate is exhausted. 

Mr. COX, of New York. I move to strike out the last word. 

Now, Mr. Speaker, the reason why the committee did not report a 
section like that which my friend from Maine will present di y was 
because we did not want to fetter the American ship-builder or the 
American ship-owner. It is a matter of history that a portion of the 
loss of the American mercantile marine is because our merchants and 
ship-owners did sell their ships, and especially after the Crimean war, 
when our thodels attracted universal attention. We sold our ships at 
one particular season amounting to the sum of over $15,000,000—it was 





after our war; and one reason why I imagine ship-building began to 
fail some time about 1856-’57 and so on was because we began to sell 
ships and sell them profitably. 

1 know it seems unreasonable that ships built by the aid of the United 
States Treasury should be sold to foreign nations. The object of this 
allowance from the Treasury is to build up our own marine, but after 
these comes in the ship-builder and he must have his opportunity of a 
large market. And 1am not prepared to say now, as the matter has 
been brought up in the House, in order to make this bill stronger to 
gentlemen like the gentleman from Missouri [Mr. BUCKNER], I would 
not favor some restriction after allowing, as we have, this semi-subsidy, 
as the gentleman from Maine would term it. Therefore, I ask unan- 
imous consent for my friend from Maine to go back to section 19 to 
which his amendment would apply, and if my friend from Missouri 
could hear it he would be willing to accept it and put it on the bill. 

Mr. CANDLER. I object to going back. 

Mr. STEELE. Now, Mr. Speaker, like my colleague I know very 
little about ship-building; but I havea pride in seeing this country able 
to build ships, and to that end I wish to encourage ship-building in this 
country. But I confess we are being trailed along by a man who has 
more interest in ships than in ship-building, This tax amounts to 20 
cents a ton to theship-builder. It costs about $34 more with our labor 
to build a ship in this country than it does in a foreign country. There- 
fore, if thisamendment to the eighteenth section stands, we have against 
the American ship-builder about 14 per cent. 1s that encouraging Ameri- 
canshipping? On the contrary, do we not strike at the very vitals of it? 

But the principal purpose for which I rose was to make a parliament- 
ary inquiry of the Speaker, whether at this time it is in order to move 
to recommit the bill with instructions to strike out the eighteenth sec- 
tion as amended? 

Mr. DINGLEY. When we have gone through the bill it will be 
then in order to move a substitute, omitting certain sections. 

Mr. STEELE. Then I will move to recommit the bill in that way. 
I am here to vote in the interest of ship-building, but not in the inter- 
est of ship-owners. I want to see our own ship-yards in time of war able 
to manufacture the best war vessels in the world, and to do that we must 
have our ship-yards in good condition at all times. 

Mr. COX, of New York. I withdraw my pro forma amendment. 

Mr. SPEER. I renew the pro forma amendment. Mr. Speaker, on 
Tuesday last I took occasion to offer some reflections on this bill. On 
Wednesday I was notified by my distinguished friend from Texas [Mr. 
REAGAN] that he intended to reply to me, and he sent me a message 
to the Ways and Means Committee room, where I was engaged in our 
work with the Tariff Commission bill, that I had best come into the 
House as he intended to criticize my speech. I came and sat around 
my friend from Texas, as I confess with some trepidation, for two hours. 
He then said that he would not reply to my remarks. I was not un- 
grateful; but, sir, on yesterday he took the floor and did me the honor 
of perhaps a column of his attention. 

Now, I regret my friend from Texas is not here this morning. He 
has been here. I have sent for him all around, to the Senate and to his 
committee-room, and I have telephoned to his hotel. I understand he 
has paired and left the House. 

I can not, however, Mr. Speaker, forego the right te defend myself 
briefly from ‘the misconstruction which he placed on my remarks. I 
shall in the absence of my honorable friend say nothing which will be 
offensive to him. 

He said, speaking of my speech: 

I could have stood the false statement that I wanted the men to have fewer 
dollars and poorer clothes and less nutritious food; but when it comes to being 
charged that I objected to the women having fine bonnets, I can not stand it. 

The House laughed with keen appreciation at that protest of my dis- 
tinguished friend, and I now hasten to relieve him from the imputa- 
tion which he seems to think that my remarks placed on him, that he 
is not susceptible to the influence of a pretty bonnet, or a pretty face 
under it. fLaughter. My friend has attained an age at which ordi- 
narily men would say his days are in ‘‘ the sere and yellow leaf,’’ and 
they might also say, ‘‘that which should accompany old age, honor, 
love, obedience, and troops of friends,’’ he has inrichprofusion. And, 
sir, no man who knows my honorable friend has ever said of him that 
he is insensible to that ‘‘one touch of nature ’’ which ‘‘ makes the whole 
world kin.’ 

Now, sir, I did not state that he wanted the men to have fewer dol- 
lars or less nutritious food, or their wives to wear plain bonnets; but | 
said that was the logic of the gentleman and those who think with him. 
In his statement, and in his reasoning, and by reference to his speech, 
it will become apparent I commented on his speech at least fairly. The 
following part of the colloquy will serve to show this: 

Mr. DrnGuey. If the gentleman will permit me,I will ask him further does 
he desire to reduce the wages of American labor to the standard of the Clyde? 

Mr. REAGAN. I shall not answer that question affirmatively. But I will tell 
my friend what I do wish to do. I wish to see a rate of taxation that will let us 
down off our stilts to practical, reasonable, and business relations so that a lower 
rate of wages will buy as much to live upon as the higher rate does now. 

Further on he does, as I think, answer the question: 


Mr. Speaker, the view I have of this is that the real remedy is to reduce taxa- 
ion to a revenue standard and come down that much to a level with the balance 
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of the world. This of course involves the idea of a reduction, a nominal redue- 
tion of wages; but it does not involve the idea of a reduction of the purchasing 
power of the wages to be paid. 


Now, sir, this presented a question for fair argument, and not agree- 
ing with my honorable friend, in addition to what I said of his logic I 
said: 

I repeat, sir, I am glad the American laborer has those advantages, and I would 
be interested to see the gentleman from Texas [Mr. REAGAN | go before an audi- 
ence of laboring men and argue and admit, as he did yesterday, that there must 
be a nominal reduction in the wages of American labor in order to have free 
ships. It will be difficult to satisfy that thinking auditory of laboring men that 
a nominal reduction is not a real reduction, And the mechanic and laborer will 
be apt to conclude that the comprehensive scheme in the reduction of the prices 
of commodities contemplated by the gentleman from Texas | Mr. Rieacan} will 
fail somewhere, and while admitting free ships will certainly strike down at 
one blow the wages of the American laboring classes and deprive their families 
of comfort and their old age of shelter and home. 


. 

Now, what is the stilted condition to which the gentleman alludes 
whereby the workingmen of this country have privileges and advan- 
tages not enjoyed by the laboring men of Great Britain? Let me draw 
your attention to acomparison. Look at the tables of wages furnished 
by the testimony before the committee. I will allude to some of them. 
Wages per week on the Clyde, in free-trade Great Britain, machinists, 
$6.92; wages in America, machinists, $13.54; blacksmiths on the Clyde, | 
$7.80; blacksmiths in America, $12.89; teamsters on the Clyde, 35.76; 
teamsters in this country, $9; painters with free trade, $7.95; in Amer- 
ica, $13.37; founders with free trade, $7.68; in America, $13.85. And 
so on through the table. 

Now, sir, that is the stilted and unreasonable condition of affairs 
about which my honorable friend says that there must be a nominal re- | 
duction of wages, and therefore I maintain that I was entirely justified | 
when I said that the logic of the gentleman’s argument was that the 
American laboring man had too much good food, that their wives and 
children were clothed too well or too costly, that their homes were too 
comfortable and possibly that their children were too well educated, for 
good wages confer these luxuries. The bow was drawn like that of the 
archer of Scripture at a venture, but it seems the shaft went to the 
mark; and in the language of Junius ‘it still rankles in the wound.’ 

The SPEAKER. The time of the gentleman from Georgia has ex- 


ired. 

Mr. ROBESON. Ifthe gentleman desires more time I will take the 
floor and yield to him. 

Mr. SPEER. Iam very much obliged to the gentleman, but [shall | 
not occupy the attention of the House any longer on this subject. I 
withdraw the pro forma amendment. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair desires to call the attention of the gen- 
tdeman from Missouri [Mr. BucKNER] to the matter before the House. 
Does the gentleman desire to withdraw his amendment ? 

Mr. BUCKNER. I understand my friend from Maine [ Mr. Dinc- 
LEY ], who has investigated the matter more closely than I have, pro- 
poses to make an amendment covering substantially the same ground. 
If so, I withdraw the amendment. 

Mr. DINGLEY. I renew the pro forma amendment, Mr. Speaker, 
simply for the purpose of making an observation to the gentleman from 
Missouri. Since the free-ship clause has been adopted in this bill, I 
wish to ask gentlemen if they would propose now, having adopted that 
provision allowing an American citizen to import under an American 
register a vessel free of duty constructed in foreign countries, and of 
course the momerrt he has imported it being necessarily at liberty to 
sell it where he pleases, if you would now turn around aad prohibit an 
American citizen building a vessel from American material in the ship- 
yards of our country from enjoying the same privilege you accord in the 
case to which I have referred? In other words, would you give the 
Clyde builder an advantage which you refuse to give to the American 
builder? 

The SPEAKER. The Chair only desires to know if the gentleman | 
from Missouri withdraws his amendment. 

Mr. DINGLEY. I withdraw the pro forma amendment. From my 
standpoint of opposition to free ships I shall not offer an amendment. 

Mr. BUCKNER. Then I insist upon the amendment which I have | 
submitted. 

Mr. ROBINSON, of New York, addressed the House. [See Appendix. ] 

Mr. BUCKNER. In order to carry out my views as to this entire 
section, if the House shall adopt my ideas upon the subject, I send up 
to the Clerk’s desk two additional amendments, which I ask may be 





considered as pending. 
TheSPEAKER. Does the gentleman withdraw his tirst amendment? | 
Mr. BUCKNER. Notatall. And I wish to say 
The SPEAKER. 


The time for debate upon the pending amendment 
has been exhausted. The question is upon the amendment offered by 
the gentleman from Missouri. 

Mr. COX, of New York. Let the amendment be again read. 

The amendment was read, as follows: 


Insert after the word “ Pacitic,”’ in line 8 of section 20, these words 

“ And of itsalienation or voluntary sale and delivery tothe citizen or citizens 
of any other country, or for the purpose of obtaining a foreign registry within 
ten years from date of certificate.” 


. - - ' 
The question was taken on the amendment, and it was not agreed to. | 
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I desire to offer an amendment to this twen- 
I move to amend by striking out of lines 18 and 19 the 
words ‘that between ports on the Atlantic and ports’’ and inserting in 
lieu thereof the words ‘directly from a port on the Atlantic toa port 
so that portion of the seetion will read: 

Should any ship or vessel, registered as hereinbefore provided 


}, Chgage in the 
coasting trade other than directly from a port ou the Atlantic to a port on the 
Pacilic, &e. 


Mr. VAN VOORHIS. 
tieth section. 


The object of that amendment is to make this section read exactly as 
the committee claim they desire the law to be. If it is not intended 
that these ships shall engage in the coastwise trade, then my amend 
ment will prevent it and make the language of this section clear and 
free from ambiguity and obscurity. 1 think my friend from Maine 
[Mr. DINGLEY] has misconceived the construction by the Treasury 


} Department of the language contained in this bill 


Mr. DINGLEY Ido not know that I have any objection to the 
Mr. PAGE. I hope the amendment will be voted down 
The question was taken upon the amendment of Mr. VAN VooORHIS, 


and it was not agreed to upon a division—ayes 3, noes not counted. 


Mr. VAN VOORHIS. I move to strike out the hast word, for the 


| purpose of saying that I know of no reason why a man in California 


should have the right under this bill to engage in the coastwise trade, 
or why the gentleman from California [Mr. PAGE] should object to re 
stricting that trade, when he will not consent that the restriction shall 
be removed from the trade in other parts of the country Phat is all} 
have to say, and I withdraw the amendment. 

The Clerk read as follows: 

Sec. 21. That when a steam or sailing vessel is builtin ie United States for 
foreign account, wholly or partly of foreign materials on which import duties 
have been paid, there shall be allowed on such vessel, when exporte<t, a draw 
back equal in amount to the duty paid on such materials, to be ascertoined un 
der such regulations as may be prescribed by the Secretary of the Treasury 
Fen per cent. of the amount of such drawback so allowed shall, however, be 
retained for the use of the United States by the collector paying the same 


Mr. KNOTT. I move to strike out the section just read. I do so 


because it scems to me that it is a glaring discrimination in favor ofa 


foreign purchaser of an American-built vessel against a domestic pur 
chaser. I do not see why a foreign purchaser should be exempted trom 


tariff exactions that are left on the domestie purchaser. 


Mr. PAGE. The gentleman from Kentueky [Mr. KNotr] will al 
low me to say that this section was inserted in the bill because there 
is now a section of the Revised Statutes which permits a rebate of 90 
per cent. upon imported material, if that material is wholly used in 
the construction of a ship built on foreign account. This section pro- 
vides that if a portion of the material is so used the rebate shall be al 
lowed on that portion, and is intended to encourage the use of Ameri 
can material in the construction of ships on toreign account. 


Mr. CANNON 


What is the use of this section now that you have 


| all free material under the amended eighteenth section ? 


Mr. MARTIN. The tree material provided for in the cighteenth 
section is only for ships engaged in foreign trade under the American 
flag. This section is for the benetit of ship-builders in this country 
who construct ships on foreign account. 

Mr. PAGE. This section can certainly do no harm. The object. of 
it was to allow a ship to be built partly of foreign material and partly of 
American material, and to give the rebate on that part of the ship con 
structed of foreign material. 

Mr. DINGLEY. I desire to call the attention of the gentleman from 
Kentucky [ Mr. Knorr] to the fact that section 3019 of the Revised Stat 
utes of the United States provides that there shall be allowed on all arti 
cles wholly manufactured of materials imported on foreign account 90 
per cent. drawback. 

Now, if the Delaware ship-builders, for example, the Wilmingtonship 
builders, desire to build a vessel for Dom Pedro of Brazil, and they con- 
struct it entirely of foreign material, they will obtain a drawback of 90 
per cent. of the duties imposed on that material. But if they build any 
part of that vessel of home material, though it may be only a single 
plank, they can obtain no drawback on any of the foreign material used 
in the construction of that vessel. 

Now, the result is that these builders of vessels on foreign account 
are obliged to import their plank for the vessel, or else they obtain no 


drawback on any of the material used. There is no reason for that. If 


| we allow a drawback in the ease of « vessel constructed wholly of im 


ported materials we should also allow a drawback on vessels constructed 
partly of foreign materials and partly of home materials—a drawback 
so fur as the foreign material enters into the product. 

This question was before the Committee on Ways and Means at the 
last session and they reported unanimously in favor of a provision simi 
lar to this. It seems to me that the section is entirely reasonable and 
just, and is in the interest of American industry, for it encourages the 
use of American timber and anything else that can be obtained as 


| cheaply as or more cheaply than the like material can be obtained 


abroad. 
Mr. PAGE. I hope the gentleman will withdraw his motion. 
Mr. MARTIN. I hope it will be withdrawn. 
Mr. KNOTT. I withdraw my motion to strike out. 
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The Clerk read the following: 

Sec, 22. That all registered ships, steamers, or vessels, employed exclusively 
in the foreign carrying trade, including the trade between the Atlantic and Pa- 
cifie ports of the United States, are hereby exempted from all or any State or 
inunicipal taxation. 

Mr. McMILLIN. I move to strike out this section. 

Mr. PAGE. If the Speaker will recognize me for a moment I think 
I can relieve the gentleman from Tennessee. 

Mr. MCMILLIN. Mr. Speaker, there are some features of this bill 
that are so repugnant to the principles of good government that Iam con- 
strained to oppose them. | have moved to strike out the twenty-second 
section, just read, and will briefly give my reasons why the motion should 
prevail. I believe this section to be an attempt to exercise authority 
without constitutional warrant. Where in that instrumentis there any 
authority for Congress to deprive State Legislatures of the right to tax 
citizens for the support of State government? Gentlemen claim that 
the right to ‘regulate commerce among the States’? gives the au- 
thority. 

Now, sir, I insist that by no reasonable construction of the Constitu- 
tion can it be tortured into the granting of such power to Congress. 
Who advocated it at the time of the adoption of that instrument? What 
court or commentator ever placed such a construction upon it? What 
would be the result of such a construction and such legislation? Con- 
gress would be forcing State Legislatures and municipalities to unequal, 
unjust, and discriminating taxation. You claim that it is for the ben- 
efit of the laboring man; yet while the laboring man’s very existence 
is taxed through the poll-tax, if a man having half a million of money 
invests it in a ship to be used in the foreign carrying trade, you say to 
the State, ‘‘ You shall not make this immense wealth pay a dollar to 
carry on the State or city government, which protects the life and prop- 
erty of its owner.’’ How does it benefit the poor or laboring man to 
have to carry on the government while his neighbor, who could buy a 
thousand times his wealth, is exempted from all its burdens? 

Nor are these the only bad features of the bill. Not only is this ob- 
ject attained without warrant in the Constitution of the United States, 
but in order to accomplish it we have to ride over the prostrate consti- 
tutions of more than twenty-five of the States of this Union. Have 
Representatives forgotten that they come here from States which have 
rights? Are they willing to tear down their State constitutions by Con- 
gressional enactment in order to build up a few private ship-yards? 
Are they ready to say to their State Legislatures, ‘* You shall not tax 
equally all the property of the State to support the life of the State?’ 
If so, the people have cause to rejoice and congratulate themselves that 
they did not spurn this Congress and spit it out of their mouth (last 
November) any too soon. 

Mr. Speaker, that members may see that I do not misinterpret the State 


constitutions on the subject of equal taxation, I quote from a number of 


them. 

The State of Alabama has this provision relative to taxation: 

All taxes levied on property of this State shall be assessed in exact proportion 
to the value of such property. 

Arkansas: 

All property subject to taxation shall be taxed yn to its value, that value 
to be ascertained in such manner as the General Assembly shall direct, making 
the same uniform throughout the State. Noone species ofproperty from which 


a tax may be collected shall be taxed higher than another species of property of 
equal value. 


California: 
Taxation shall be equal and uniform throughout the State. All property in 


this State shall be taxed in proportion to its value, to be ascertained as directed 
by law. 


Colorado: 


All taxes shall be uniform upon the same class of subjects within the territo- 
rial limits of the authority levying the tax, and shall be levied and collected un- 
der general laws which shall prescribe such regulations as shall secure a just 
valuation of all property, real and personal. 


Florida: 
The Legislature shall provide fora uniform and equal rate of taxation and shall 


prescribe such regulations as shall secure a just valuation of all property, both 
real, and personal, &c. 


Illinois: 
The Legislature shall provide such revenue as may be needful, by levying a 


tax by valuation so that every —— and corporation shall pay a tax in propor- 
tion to the value of his, her, or its property, &e. 


Indiana: 


The General Assembly shall provide by law for a uniform and equal rate of 
assessinent and taxation, and shall prescribe such regulations as shall secure a 
ust valuation for taxation of all property, both real and personal, &c. 


lowa: 


The property of all corporations for pecuniary profit shall be subject to taxa- 
tion the same as that of individuals. 


Kansas: 


The Legislature shall provide for a uniform and equal rate of assessment and 
taxation, &c. 


Louisiana: 


All property shall be taxed in proportion to its value, to be ascertained as 
directed by law. 


Mr. Speaker, the States of Michigan, Minnesota, Missouri, Nebraska, 








Nevada, North Carolina, Ohio, Oregon, Pennsylvania, South Carolina, 
and in fact most of the other States, have similar constitutional provis- 
ions in favor of uniform, fair, equal taxation of all property except that 
used for religious or eleemosynary institutions. 

Sir, if the ‘right to regulate commerce among the States”’ gives us 
the right to exempt property in ships from State taxation, let us see to 
what lengths of constitutional infraction and depths of financial woe it 
may carry us. ‘*Commerce among the States’’ is carried on mainly by 
railroad and steamboat. If you may prevent the States under this 
clause of the Constitution from taxing stock or property in a ship, why 
may you not in like manner lay the heavy Congressional hand on the 
State and stop it from taxing railroad and steamboat property? If yeu 
may do the one you may the other, and set free from State taxation the 
thousands of millions of dollars invested in railroads and steamboats 
from one side of this continent to the other. 

Mr. Speaker, members will consider well and strike out this section. 

Here the hammer fell. ] 

Mr. PAGE. After consultation with many members of the select 
committee, and in order to avoid fifteen or twenty constitutional speeches 
{langhter] I move that this section be struck out. 

The motion of Mr. MCMILLIN was agreed to. 

The Clerk resumed and concluded the reading of the bill, as follows: 

og That all acts and parts of acts in conflict with this act are hereby re- 
pealed, 

Mr. MONEY. I desire to offer an amendment. 

Mr. PAGE. I will say to the gentleman from Mississippi [Mr. 
MONEY] that we are obliged to return to section 14 before finishing the 
bill. 1 presume he wishes to offer an amendment to come in at the end 
of the bill. I suggest that he defer the amendment for the present. 

TheSPEAKER. TheChairthinksit would be proper thatany amend- 
ment in the form of an additional section should be offered after section 
14 has been returned to. It was agreed thatthe right to return to and 
amend this section should be reserved. The section will be read. 

The Clerk read as follows: 


P aoe. 14. That section 2514 of the Revised Statutes be amended so as to read as 
OLlOWS: 

“Sec, 2514. That all articles and materials of foreign production needed for the 
repair of vessels engaged in the foreign trade, including the trade between the 
Atlantic and Pacific ports of the United States, and all ship stores, cordage, rig- 
ging, canvas for sails, and coal to be used and consumed on board of any such 
vessel, may be withdrawn from bonded warehouses free of duty, under such 
regulations as the Secretary of the Treasury may prescribe.” 

Mr. CRAPO. Asasubstitute for this section, I offer the provision 
which I sent to the desk. 

The Clerk read as follows: 

That section 2514 of the Revised Statutes be amended so as to read as follows: 

“That all materials of foreign production, to be manufactured in this country 
into articles needed for and used in the construction, equipment, repairs, or sup- 
plies of American vessels employed or to be employed exclusively in the forei 
trade, including the trade between the Atlantic ports and Pacific ports of the 
United States, may be withdrawn from bonded warehouse free of duty, under 
such regulations as the Secretary of the Treasury may prescribe; and if the duty 
shall have been already paid on such materials so used, the same shall be re- 
funded and repaid to the owner or owners of such vessel so using them or their 
legal representatives.”’ 

Mr. CRAPO. Under the eighteenth section of this bill as it now 
stands we permit the importation free of duty of articles of foreign man- 
ufacture to be used in the construction of vessels to be in the 
foreign trade. The purpose of the provision I now submit is to allow 
the American manufacturer to have the raw material free of duty. It 
is to prevent the discrimination which would otherwise exist in favor 
of the foreign manufacturer as against the American manufacturer. 
Section 18 as it stands allows articles of foreign manufacture, if used 
in the construction of vessels for the foreign trade, to come in free of 
duty. Now, if the American manufacturer is to be subjected to the 
operation of that provision he asks that the raw material entering into 
the article to be made shall be permitted tocome in free of duty. That 
is the object of the section. 

Mr. MOULTON. Does the gentleman’s substitute include construc- 
tion as well as repairs ? 

Mr. CRAPO. Yes, sir. It refers to materials which are to be manu- 
factured in this country and which enter into the construction or re- 
pair of ships to be used in the foreign trade. The provision is limited 
to vessels engaged in the foreign trade. 

Mr. MOULTON. I see no objection to that. 

The motion of Mr. CRAPO was agreed to. 

Mr. CRAPO moved to reconsider the vote by which the amendment 
was to; and also moved that the motion to reconsider be laid on 
the table. 

The latter motion was agreed to. 

MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT. 

A message in writing from the President of the United States was 

communicated to the House by Mr. PRUDEN, one of his secretaries. 
AMERICAN SHIPPING. 

The House resumed the consideration of the shipping bill. 

Mr. DINGLEY. I ask unanimous consent to revert to section 15, re- 
lating to the tonnage tax, for the purpose of adding to it a proviso to 
carry out what was the understanding of the House when that section 
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was under consideration. It was then stated, as will be remembered, 
that the adoption of that section would not in any way interfere with 
the provision of the Revised Statutes which allows an American vessel 
on the lakes clearing from a port in one collection district of the United 
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States toa port in another collection district of the United States to | 
touch in the course of the voyage at a Canadian port and trade there | 


without being subject to the tonnage tax. It was not the intention to 
repeal that provision (contained I think in the act of 1871), or in any 


way to increase the tonnage tax upon vessels engaged in the Canadian | 
‘ But in order to make the matter perfectly clear it has been | 


trade. : , 
thought best by the committee that a proviso be adopted to carry out 
that understanding. Hence I ask unanimous consent that the proviso 
which I send to the desk may be added to the fifteenth section. 

The Clerk read as follows : 

Amend section 15 hy adding the following: 

“ Provided, That nothing in this section shall be construed to repeal section 2793 
of the Revised Statutes: And provided also, That the aggregate duty imposed 
under this section in any one year upon any vessel engaged in no other foreign 
trade than the trade between the United States and the Dominion of Canada or 
the Republic of Mexico, or any ports or places south of Mexico down to and in- 


cluding Aspinwall and Panama, or any ports or places in the West India Islands, | 


shall not exceed 30 cents per ton.”’ 


Mr. BERRY. Reserving the right to object, I would like to hear 
the gentleman from Maine explain the scope of this amendment. I 
confess I do not understand it fully. 

Mr. DINGLEY. Section 2719 of the Revised Statutes provides that 
any American vessel upon the lakes clearing from a port in one col- 
lection district of the United States to a port in another collection dis- 
trict of the United States shall be allowed to touch and trade at a Ca- 
nadian port without the payment of a tonnage tax. Under the pro- 
visions of that section nearly all the American vessels engaged in the 
trade with Canada upon the great lakes escape the payment of the ton- 
nage tax according to the act of 1872. 

There is also a danger that the section passed the other day would 
impose a tonnage tax on your lines of steamers which may be making 
daily trips on the lakes or monthly or semi-monthly trips in the trade 


with the West India Islands, and with Mexico, and with the countries | 


south of Mexico down to and including Aspinwall and Panama. This 
trade is engrossed almost entirely by American vessels. It was not the 
intention of the committee in any event to increase the tonnage tax, 
and hence this proviso secures all the rights under section 2719 of the 
Revised Statutes, and in the second place provides that the aggregate 
tonnage tax or duty collected in any one year on vessels engaged in this 
particular trade shall not exceed 30 cents per ton. The object of it, as 
is well understood, is to give an advantage to the American vessels en- 
gaged in this near-by trade, so to speak. 

The SPEAKER. Is there objection to receiving the amendment ? 

There was no objection, and the amendment was received and adopted. 

Mr. DINGLEY. There is a new section I wish to offer to the bill, 
which I send up to the Clerk’s desk to be read. 

The Clerk read as follows: 

Whenever any fine, penalty, forfeiture, exaction, or charge arising under the 
laws relating to vessels or seamen has been paid under protest to any collector 
of customs or consular officer, and application has been made within one year 
from such payment for the refunding or remission of the same, the Secretary of 
the Treasury, if on investigation he finds such fine, penalty, forfeiture, exaction, 
or charge was illegally, improperly, or excessively imposed, shall have the 
power, either before or after the same has been covered into the Treasury, to 
refund so much of said fine, penalty, forfeiture, exaction, or charge as he may 
think proper from any moneys in the Treasury not otherwise appropriated. 

Mr. DINGLEY. Thissection has been offered after consultation with 
the Treasury Department in order to give that Department power to 
remit any fine, penalty, or charge imposed on a vessel by a collector of 
customs or by a consul after the money thus collected has been covered 
into the Treasury. Under the decisions of the Treasury Department 
when money has been covered into the Treasury it isthen too late. The 
object is to give the Treasury Department power to remit a fine, penalty, 
or charge after the money has been covered into the Treasury the same 
as before it has been covered into the Treasury. 

The amendment was to. 

Mr. DINGLEY. With the consent of the committee, I now offer two 
additional sections. 

The Clerk read as follows: 

J That section 2966 of the Revised Statutes be amended by striking out the words 
propelled in whole or in part by steam; so that the section as amended shall 
read as follows: 

Src, 2966. When merchandise shall be imported into any port of the United 
States from any foreign country in vessels, and itshall appear by the bills of lading 
that the merchandise so imported is to be delivered immediately after the entry of 
the vessel, the collector of such port may take possession of such merchandise and 

it the same in bonded warehouse; and when it does not appear by the bills 
of lading that the merchandise so imported is to be immediately delivered, the 
collector of the customs may take possession of the same and deposit it in bonded 
w , at the request of the owner, master, or consignee of the vessel, on 
me days’ 





notice to such collector after the entry of the vessel.”’ 
hat section 2872 of the Revised Statutes be amended by adding thereto the 
following: 

“When the license to unload between the setting and rising of the sun is granted 
to a sailing vessel under this section a fixed uniform and reasonable compensa- 
tion may be allowed to the inspector or inspectors for service between the set- 
ting and rising of the sun under such regulations as the Secretary of the Treas- 
ury may prescribe, to be received by the collector from the master, owner, or 
consignee of the vessel, and to be paid by him to the inspector or inspectors.” 
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Mr. DINGLEY. The only change in the law made by these sections 
which have been added by consent of the committee is to strike out 
the words ** propelled in whole or in part by steam.’ The etlect of it 
is that it gives the sailing vessels the same privileges of unloading car 
goes that are given to vessels propelled in whole or in part by steam. 
That is the whole s¢ ope of it, 

This section also has been submitted to the collector of New York as 
well as to the Treasury Department, and that collector says the provis 
ion is right and ought to be adopted giving sailing vessels the same 
privileges as steat-vessels. 

Mr. HUMPHREY. 1 wish simply to say in regard to the amend 
ments just offered that it seems to me, as they make provision for un- 
loading between the setting and the rising of the sun, that it would be 
well for this House before the sun sets this evening to unload this bill 
of one provision which it now contains. The friends of the bill wish 
to provide for the revival of the shipping interest in this country and 
at the same time revive the industries connected with the building of 
ships. 

It seems tome, Mr. Speaker, that as this bill is now constituted both 
of these objects are in the main defeated; for when the provision was 
incorporated allowing free ships we adopted a provision which would 
allow the 1,027 vessels owned by American ship-owners, who, during 
the war, were neither brave nor patriotic enough to run their ships under 
the American flag and pay the war premiums, taking thereby the chance 
of the destruction of their vessels by confederate cruisers, to come back 
under our flag and laws. We give them the privilege of coming back 


under an American registry without any further question. ‘They have 


| been here for years, aseverybody knows, wanting to get their vessels back 


| Pass this bill, and you let every one of them back 


| 
| 


| ing to Fitz-John-Porterize this country. 





under American registry, and by this provision you let them all in—the 
very thing that this Congress has over and over again refused to allow 
; and the result will 
be that in every provision of this present bill you have beensimply aid 
[ Laughter. ] 

Pass this bill, Mr. Speaker, in its present form, and you undo what 
the wisdom of this country saw proper to do during the war. Pass the 
bill, and you bring back those men with all of their rights unimpaired, 
men who were not friendly to our interests then; and you give them priv 
ileges and powers now on a par with all of the other citizens of this 
country, privileges and powers which you then saw fit to deny them 

Mr. Speaker, if there was no other reason for it than what | have 
suggested, it should not be permitted to pass into a law. I say to you 
that this Congress, when it shall have closed its labors, although it has 
done more business of a general legislative character than any other 
Congress for the past ten years, will go down in history as a Congress that 
has been vilified and abused by a portion of the Republican press through 
out the country without stint, and some of the Republican party even 
come here and apply the lash, seeking now tosecure the undoing, in acet 
tain sense, of what was done when the country was imperiled. 1 want 
here, sir, to put my earnest protest on record and say let all the metro 
politan press of this country of a Republican character abuse Congress to 
the end of time. 

I believe in the main that withthe exception of some difficulties in 
the way of legislation, difficulties thrown in our way by reason of our 
rules, that Democrats and Republicans alike have stood together before 
the country animated by a desire for the revival of those industries and 
the rebuilding of those interests which will enable it to step upward 
and onward in the march of progress. But we never can do this by 
passing a bill of this character, the very element of which will enable 
us tounload between the rising and the setting of the sun all of the leg 
islation we put upon our statute-books for the protection of tree gov 
ernment in America in a time of war. 

[ Here the hammer fell. } 

The SPEAKER. The question is upon agreeing to the amendment 
proposed by the gentleman from Maine [Mr. DiInGLry] as additional 
sections to the bill, which have been read. 

Mr. BERRY. I would like to ask the gentleman from Wisconsin a 
question before he takes his seat. 

The SPEAKER. The time of the 
expired. 

Mr. BERRY. I wish to ask the gentleman if it is not a fact that all 
of the ships which he claims went under the foreign flag are not by 
this time rotten or destroyed; and therefore how could they be brought 
back, as he fears? 

Mr. HUMPHREY. Rotten? Certainly not. There is nothing rot- 
ten that was built during the war. Many of them are as sound at this 
day as they were when they were built 

Mr.CANDLER. Permit me to say that there are not ten ships in 
existence at this day that went under the British flag twenty years ago. 

Mr. HUMPHREY. Where is the proof? 

Mr. BERRY. Where is your proof of what you have stated ? 

Mr. HUMPHREY. My proof is in the archives of the State Depart- 
ment. 

The SPEAKER The question is upon 
the adoption of the sections proposed by the gentleman from Maine. 

The amendments were agreed to. 


gentleman from Wisconsin has 


Chis debate is out of order. 








CONGRESSIONAL 


1144 


RECORD—HOUSE. JANUARY 12, 





Mr. PAGE. I believe now, Mr. Speaker, that we have passed through 
with all the provisions of the bill. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair understands the gentleman from Mis- 
sissippi desires to offer an amendment. 

Mr. MONEY. I desire to offera new section. 

The SPEAKER. It will be read. 

The Clerk read as follows: 

That the Postmaster-General is hereby empowered and directed, after proper 
advertisement for bids, to contract for carrying the mails in steam-vessels of the 
United States performing regular trips at stated periods between ports of the 
United States and foreign ports,when such contracts for mail service will, in his 

uadgment, promote the postal and commercial interests of the United States. 
ins: contracts shall be for the term of four years, and the price paid for such 
service shall not exceed & per mile outgoing for each trip, the distance being 
counted from port to port terminating the route, counting bythe chart. Andall 
such contracts shall be under the laws and regulations governing contracts for 
carrying the domestic mails of the United States, and all routesselected for con- 
tract are hereby made post-routes: Provided, That steam-vessels of the United 
States, engaged under contract to carry the mails to foreign ports shall be sub- 
ject to purchase for charter by the Government of the United States in time of 
war ata fair and reasonable price, to be determined by some method to be de- 
vised and directed by the Secretary of the Navy. 

Mr. HERBERT, Mr. HOLMAN, and Mr. THOMPSON of Kentucky 
addressed the Chair. 
The SPEAKER. 

tacky rise? 

Mr. THOMPSON, of Kentucky. 
against the proposed amendment. 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman will state the point of order. 

Mr. THOMPSON, of Kentucky. My point of order is that the amend- 
ment is not germane to the bill. 

The SPEAKER. Is that the only point of order? 

Mr. HOLMAN. I desire to add the further point of order that the 
proposed amendment is the substance of a bill pending before the House. 
That is my understanding; I am not able to verify it at this moment. 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman from Kentucky [Mr. THompson] 
makes a point of order that the new section proposed by the gentleman 
from Mississippi [Mr. MONEY] is not germane to the bill. The gen- 
tleman from Indiana [Mr. HOLMAN] suggests the further point of order 
that the proposed section is the substance of a bill pending before the 
House. The Chair will hear the gentleman from Kentucky first, if he 
desires, in support of his point of order. 

Mr. THOMPSON, of Kentucky. The bill we are now considering 
relates entirely to navigation laws, while the amendment of the gentle- 
man from Mississippi relates to amendment of the postal laws. They 
relate to entirely different subjects and one is not germane to the other. 

Mr. HERBERT. I desire to say further in support of the point of 
order made by the gentleman from Kentucky that the purpose of the 
two bills is plainly distinct in this. The purpose of the pending bill is— 

To remove certain burdens on the American merchant-marine, to encourage 


the American foreign carrying trade, and to amend the laws relating to the ship- 
ment and discharge of seamen. 


For what purpose does the gentleman from Ken- 


I rise to make the point of order 


The proposed amendment on its face gives to the Postmaster-General— 
and that is the gist and substance of it—gives to the Postmaster-General, 
when in his judgment it will aid the commercial and postal interests 
of the United States, the right to make these mail contracts. The two 
things are as distinct and as different as they can be. 

In the first place there can be no sort of doubt that this is not intended 
to remove any of those burdens on the American merchant marine, 
such as the registry law, such as the unnecessary charges by consuls, 
and other burdens which the bill proposes to remove. 

Then, there is a wide and a broad distinction between a bill ** to en- 
courage the American foreign carrying trade’’ and an amendment to 
promote foreign commerce. The discussions on this floor have made 
perfectly clear the distinction between commerce and the carrying 
trade. It is sufficient to say that everybody admits the foreign com- 
merce of America is flourishing, while the foreign carrying trade of 
America is in its decadence. Those two things are entirely distinct. 

Then, the last purpose avowed in this bill is ‘‘to amend the laws re- 
lating to the shipment and discharge of seamen.’’ That proposition 
only needs to be stated to show that this amendment is not germane to it. 

Therefore the subject-matter of the amendment and the subject-matter 
of the bill are different and distinct ; and so much so that in this House 
they are in charge of different committees. It is a gentleman from the 
Post-Oflice Committee who proposes to add here matter that has been 
properly under the consideration of that committee as an amendment 
to subject-matter broughtin here by another committee. And the sub- 
ject-matter of this amendment, as is suggested to me by the gentleman 
from Indiana [Mr. HOLMAN], was referred to the Committee on the 
Post-Oflice and Post-Roads at this present session of Congress. 

The subject-matter of this bill could not properly have been referred 
under the rules to the Post-Office Committee, and they could not under 
the rules have considered it. And that consideration alone, it seems to 
me, is sufficient to show that this amendment is not germane. 

Mr. THOMPSON, of Kentucky. I would like to call the attention 
of the Chair to clause 7 of Rule XVI, which says that— 

No motion or proposition on a subject different from that under consideration 
shall be admitted under color of amendment. 


That rule, for the reasons which have been clearly stated by the gen- 


tleman from Alabama [Mr. HERBERT], applies to the proposition of the 
gentleman from Mississippi [Mr. MONEY], which is distinct in whole 
and in part from every proposition contained in this bill, and every 
amendment adopted by the House in reference to it. Therefore I sub- 
mit the amendment is subject to the point of order. 

Mr. MONEY. In reference to the point of order made by the gen- 
tleman from Indiana [Mr. HOLMAN], that this amendment is substan- 
tially the bill reported by the Committee on the Post-Office and Post- 
Roads, and now pending, I have this to say: If it is meant by the clause 
of the rule the gentleman from Kentucky has read that no gentleman 
can at any time offer a measure in amendment to a bill reported by a 
committee because it has the same object.as some bill on the Calendar, 
then the objection is good. Otherwise it is not; because, Mr. Speaker, 
in substance this is not the bill which I had the honor to report from 
the Committee on the Post-Office and Post-Roads. , 

That bill had agreat many provisions in it which are not even alluded 
to in theamendment which I have had the honor to offer. Among other 
things that bill provides as one of its most important provisions that 
the vessels which shall be employed in carrying the mails shall be Amer- 
ican-built ships; and nothing of that sort is in the amendment I offered. 
Among other things also is the provision that these ships shall be com- 
manded by officers of the Navy of the United States, and nothing of 
that sort is here mentioned. I have not repeated the substance of that 
bill, unless the gentleman assumes that when an amendment has one 
of the objects of a bill reported it is substantially the same bill. His 
objection then goes for nothing. 

On the same point, to meet, as I do with diffidence, the argument of 
so distinguished a parliamentarian as my friend from Alabama [Mr. 
HERBERT], I will say the title of this bill is itself a sufficient answer to 
his objection. The title reads: 

To remove certain burdens on the American merchant marine, to encourage 
the American foreign carrying trade, and to amend the laws relating to the ship- 
ment and discharge of seamen. 

If this amendment is in accordance with either one of the sections of 
the title it is germane to the bill. 

I say, Mr. Speaker, it will hardly be denied that this bill is to en- 
courage the foreign trade. It does offer a fair and reasonable compen- 
sation for the transportation of domestic and foreign mails to the ships 
which may carry our mails between domestic and foreign ports. If that 
is not to encourage the foreign carrying trade of this country, then there 
is no provision in this bill which will accomplish that result. 

Mr. HERBERT. Let me call the attention of the gentleman to the 
fact that his amendment on its face vests the power in the Postmaster- 
General to base the contract on two entirely different considerations, 
one for the benefit of commerce and the other to carry out postal facili- 
ties for the United States. These are the purposes of the amendment, 
avowed on its face, and are the only grounds upon which the Postmas- 
ter-General is authorized to make any contract. 

Mr. MONEY. That is not the object of the amendment at all; it is 
only one of the methods by which the amendment shall be put in op- 
eration if adopted. The gentleman has entirely misconceived the whole 
object of the amendment. That provision is simply a matter of regula- 
tion. It was necessary that the amendment, if adopted, should become 
operative; and the question was in what manner to best subserve the 
postal service of the United States. That matter was left to the Post- 
master-General simply to select the route upon which the mail should 
be carried. The gentleman has therefore misunderstood the whole 
matter. 

Mr. HERBERT. That is what the amendment says on its face. 

Mr. MONEY. I am unwilling to argue this at any length, because 
I do not consider it necessary. I think I have met the objections offered 
by the gentleman from Alabama [Mr. HERBERT] and by the gentleman 
from Kentucky [Mr. THOMPSON 

Mr. HOLMAN. The bill to which I desire to call the attention of 
the Chair, and which is now pending before the House, is House bill 
No. 4668. The fourth clause of Rule XXI is the one upon which the 
point of order is predicated. That clause reads: 

No bill or resolution shall at any time be amended by annexin, 


incorporating therewith the substance of any other bill or resolut 
before the House. 


I concede that the proposition submitted by the gentleman from Mis- 
sissippi [Mr. MonEyY] does not embrace the entire substance of the 
pending House bill to which I have called attention; but it does em- 
brace a portion of the substance of that bill. It therefore presents the 
question whether or not you can introduce by way of amendment a per- 
tion of the substance of a pending bill; that is to say, whether you can 
submit by way of amendment the substance or any portion of the sub- 
stance of a bill now pending before the House. 

One other word, with the permission of the Speaker, upon the other 
point of order presented. The bill now pending before the House is a 
bill to encourage commerce. There is not a word in the bill having 
reference to the postal service, I believe. The joint committee, in re- 
porting this bill to the House, have called attention to the fact that they 
have not incorporated in it a provision touching the postal service, be- 


thereto or 
pending 





cause that subject was under consideration by the Post-Oftice Commit- 
tee of the House. 
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This is a bill to encourage commerce. The proposed amendment is a 
provision to create and establish facilities for the transportation of the 
mails of the United States. I submit that they are absolutely separate 
and distinct subjects-matter, and, as was suggested by the gentleman 
from Alabama [Mr. HERBERT], belong to two separate and distinct 
committees. , 

The SPEAKER. The Chair desires to call attention to the fact that 
there is no dispute about what is the parliamentary rule on either 
point of order. If the proposition to amend is different from the bill 
under consideration, of course it will have to be ruled out. And if it 
is the substance of a pending bill before the House it will have to be 
ruled out. There is no question what the rule is on either point; it is 
rather a question of fact, and not a question of parliamentary law at 


—* THOMPSON, of Kentucky. A moment in reply to what has 
been said by the gentleman from Mississippi [Mr. Mon Ey] on the point 
of order. He did not claim when he addressed the Chair that there 
was any clause or proposition in the bill now pending before the House 
to which his amendment related. He claimed only that in the title of 
the bill there were these words, ‘‘to encourage the American foreign 
carrying trade,’’ and he claims that the proposition he submits is ger- | 
mane to the bill because it is covered by the title. | 
Now, it isa familiar rule of construction that no clause in a bill can be 
| 





extended by the title, nor is the title a part of the bill until the bill has 
been finally passed and the title adopted with it. Therefore, though 
his proposition may to some extent be covered by the title of the bill, | 
that does not make it relate in any way to the substance of the bill | 
itself. 

I do not understand that the gentleman from Mississippi claims that 
there is any proposition in the bill which we are now considering to | 


which theamendment he presentsis inany mannerrelated; it isa totally | 


different subject altogether. 
Mr. ROBESON. The bill now under consideration is a bill to remove 


burdens from American shipping. We have sought to do that ‘‘all | 
along the line.’”’ Those burdens are to be found in the restrictions of | 
our statutes against the use of American shipping; in the impositions, 
the taxes, and the restrictions which our laws impose upon it. 

Among those restrictions is one that every American ship shall carry | 
the mails of the United States for 2 centsa letter. Among the restric- 
tions which are now imposed upon American commerce is the restric- 
tion of the statutes which requires that every ship clearing from an 
American port, and every American ship getting a clearance from an 
American officer in a foreign port, must take the mails from that port, 
bring them to the United States, deliver them to the post-oflice, send 
them up and certify to them, all for 2 cents a letter, even if the mail 
consists of a single letter. 

That is one of the burdens of which complaint was made betore our 
committee, and which our committee in reporting this bill did not choose 
to relieve; but which the gentleman from Mississippi thinks ought to 
be relieved ‘‘along the line’’ of removing burdens trom American ship- 

ing. His proposition is directly in accord with the spirit, scope, and 
intention of the bill itself, only it goes further than the bill which has 
been presented by the committee. So much for that portion of the point | 
of order. 

The real objection to this amendment, if there be any, is to be found 
in the point made by the gentleman from Indiana [Mr. HoLMAN ], that 
it is the substance of a bill now pending before this House. That is a 
question of fact. But I contend that the gentleman is not correct in 
point of fact. In the first place he himself admits that the amendment 
is not the whole of the substance of the bill. Now, if it is not the 
whole of the substance, then it is not obnoxious to the point of order, 
because the very spirit and idea of the rule is that you shall not, as a 
bill goes through the House, put upon it as a ‘‘rider’’ another propo- 
sition which has been considered by a committee of the House and is 
on its Calendar for separate action. But if an amendment be obnox- 
ious to the point of order provided it contains anything which is in an- 
other bill, then when a bill is to be considered a member need only in- 
troduce here another bill embracing a number of general items cover- 
ing the whole subject and no amendment can be offered. 

The real, legitimate spirit of the requirement of the rule is that an 
amendment shall not contain the substance of another bill which is 
pending. If it contains only part of the substance, it does not contain 
the substance. As a logical proposition, I submit that the substance is 
the thing—not half of it. When you say the substance, you mean all 

af it, in effect; and the gentleman from Indiana admits that in this 
view the amendment does not embrace the substance of the bill re- 








. 


But in another view there is, it seems to me, a perfect answer to the 
point oforder. I find that this amendment not only does not contain 
the substance of the bill referred to, it does not embrace the spirit of it 
atall. The third section of the bill as reported from the Committee 
on the Post-Office and Post-Roads provides that— 

The vessels employed in the mail service under the provisions of this act shal! 
be steamships built in American ship-yards, and shall be owned by American 


or American corporations a majority of whose stock shall be owned by 
American citizens and a majority of whose stockholders shall be American citi- 
zens, and officered and manned by American citizens. 


| performing trips. 
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dozen different restrictions, confining the provisions ot 
the bill entirely to American ships. We have before us a bill upon 
Which gentlemen here have voted, that we shall have ships not Amer 
ican built, not built in American ship-yards. They say in their at 
guments that we are to revive our commerce, rehabilitate our carry 
ing trade, and put our tlag again upon the seas, by having ships which 
are to be built on the Clyde and the Tyne. Now, a proposition comes 
in that the whole body of our American carrying trade, including these 
foreign ships, may be contracted with by the Postmaster-General to 
carry the mails. That is not the same proposition embraced in this 
other bill, nor the substance of it, nor the spirit of it, for the provisions 
of this other bill are confined entirely to American-built ships 
Therefore the amendment is not obnoxious to the pointoforder. ‘This 
amendment proposes to repeal an existing restriction on American com 
merce, a restriction under which « vessel sailing from Madagascar, if 
you please, to New York with but a single letter, is compelled to have 
mail-pouches, mail messengers to take care of the mails, to deliver them 
to the post-ottice and to make affidavit that they have done so before 
the vessel can have a clearance; and the compensation for all this may 
be but 2 cents on that single letter. This isa burden on American com 
merce. It is one of the great burdens which was complained of before 
our committee, and the amendment proposes to remove that burden. 
Mr. BINGHAM. Will the Chair listen to me on the question of thet 
as to the supposed similarity between the amendment and the bill re 
ported from the Committee on the Post-Office and Post-Roads”? 
The SPEAKER. The Chair will very gladly hear the gentleman 
Mr. BINGHAM. Withsomedegree of care I have made examination 


There are a 


| of the amendment submitted, together with the bill reported favorably 


by the Committee on the Post-Office and Post-Roads. ‘The only similar 

ity between the amendment and that bill is the simple proposition of 
ocean mail transportation. The Money bill asreported trom the commit 

tee directs the Postmaster-General to make contracts for the transporta 

tion of the United States mail to such ports as in his judgment will best 
subserve and promote our postal and commercial relations. The amend 

ment directs contracts with steam-vessels of the United States perform- 
ing—observe the language—performing regular trips at stated periods 
between any port of the United States and foreign ports. Under the 
amendment the vessels to be contracted with must be in existence and 
Under the bill the vessels are to be hereafter con 

structed in accordance with specifications in the bill. 

Again, the bill tixes a contract term of ten years, while the amend 
ment fixes a contract term of four years. 

More than this, the bill directs that mail service under contract be 
performed by ‘* steamships built in American ship-yards and owned by 
American citizens or American corporations, a majority of whose stock 
shall he owned by American citizens and a majority of whose stock 
holders shall be American citizens, and officered and manned by Amer 
ican citizens,’’ and that these steamships ‘‘shall be constructed after 
the latest and most approved models.’’ Then it goes on to classify 
these vessels into three distinct classes. The amendment does not specify 
in any way where the ship shall be built, or the classification of the 
ship. 

Again, the amendment directs that the contractors shall be governed 
by the laws and regulations governing contracts for carrying the do- 
mestic or inland mail. 

The Money bill directs the contractors to be governed by the Jaws 
covering ocean transportation. 

Again, the bill fixes the annual rate of compensation, and that the 
service shall be monthly; and it pays for the service in accordance with 
the class of vessels the mail is carried in, and limits the sum total of 
possible expenditure to two and a half million dollars. The amend 
ment is entirely different. It fixes the maximum compensation at $2 
per mile, not monthly but for each trip, counting the distance from port 
to port by the chart. 

Again, the bill directs transportation free of charge of the mail mes 
senger. The amendment contains no such enactment. 

The bill directs inspection of vessels contracted for by a competent 
naval officer. The amendment says nothing on the subject 

The bill allows regular officers of the United States Navy on shore 
duty to perform service on such vessels 
on that question whatever. 

The bill directs the Postmaster-General to arrange a schedule of ar 
rivals and departures, and limits the maximum rate of speed. In other 
words, the bill gives to the Postmaster-General the same control in ret 
erence to fast-mail facilities which are given under the appropriation 
bill to-day, as well as the right to fix the schedule of arrivals and de 


The amendment says nothing 


partures. The amendment says nothing on that subject whatever. 
Therefore, Mr. Speaker, there is only one question, as a question of 
fact, between the amendment and the bill, and that is the provision 
providing simply for ocean mail transportation. 
Mr. ROBINSON, of New York, took the floor and concluded his 


speech. [See Appendix. ] 

Mr. CANNON. I wish to be heard. 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman must confine himself to the point 
of order. 


Mr. CANNON I will try to confine myself te the point of order 
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Now, I do not believe, Mr. Speaker, that it appears on the face of the 
proposed amendment that it is germane to the bill under consideration. 
No clause or section in the bill can be found that it would be germane 
to. It is claimed that it is germane on the ground of the general title 
of the bill, which is to remove certain burdens on the American mer- 
chant marine, to encourage the American foreign carrying trade, and 
to amend the laws relating to the shipment and discharge of seamen. 

Now, sir, to show that it is germane the gentleman from Mississippi 
[Mr. Monty] and the gentleman from New Jersey [Mr. ROBESON] say 
that it is a burden on the steamship companies and upon other ships 
to carry these mails for the compensation now fixed by law. As the 
gentleman from Wisconsin [Mr. HUMPHREY] said a moment ago, where 
is your proof? And when I call for proof I call for something that does 
not appear on the face of the bill or the face of the amendment, and the 
very fact that it is necessary for them to go out and inquire about it is 
futal to the amendment when the point of order is made. 

The amendment itself provides for the carrying of the foreign mail, 
and is amendatory of existing law on that subject. Thatisall. Whether 
or not it would tend to promote commerce I do not know, but I deny 
and call for proof that it would tend to promote commerce. At once, 
then, we have got to an issue of fact, and I presume the Speaker can 
not resolve himself, parliamentarily speaking, into a jury to determine 
that question of fact, it not appearing on its face. The rate of postage 
which a steamship company or any other ship shall get is fixed by law. 
Beside this is not the only duty the ship has to perform for the Gov- 
ernment where the price is fixed by law. Turn to the Revised Statutes, 
section 4578, which reads as follows: 

Sec. 4578. All masters of vessels belonging to citizens of the Unitéd States, and 
bound to some port of the same, are required to take such destitute seamen on 
board of their vessels, at the request of the consuls, vice-consuls, commercial 
agents, or vice-commercial agents, respectively, and to transport them to the port 
in the United States to which such vessel may be bound, on such terms, not ex- 
ceeding $10 for each person, as may be agreed between the master and the con- 
sul or officer. Every such master who refuses the same on the request or order 
of such consul or officer shall be liable to the United States in the penalty of $100 
for each seaman so refused. The certificate of any such consul or officer, given 
under his hand and official seal, shall be presumptive evidence of such refusal, 
in any court of law having jurisdiction for the recovery of the penalty. No 


master of any vessel shall, however, be obliged to take a greater number than 
two men to every one hundred tons burden of the vessel, on any one voyage. 


Now, then, the gentleman from New Jersey [Mr. RoBEsON] might 
well say, as a matter of fact, that is too little, that that is a burden; 
but I do not know whether it is or not. I deny it. It would be just 
as proper to provide by the amendment that they should be entitled to 
one dollar or two dollars a mile between two ports for carrying these 
seamen as to provide a different compensation than that fixed by law 
for carrying the mails. 

Mr. ELLIS. Does one burden justify another? 

Mr. CANNON. I deny either of them is a burden; and how are 
you going to determine whether they are or not? 

Mr. THOMPSON, of Kentucky. Will the gentleman from Illinois 
permit me to ask him a question while upon this subject of burdens ? 

Mr. CANNON. Certainly. 

Mr. THOMPSON, of Kentucky. I wish to ask if an effort was not 
made during the last Congress to reduce the burdens imposed by the in- 
ternal-revenue system of taxation, and when it was proposed to offer 
other amendments affecting the burdens imposed by tariff legislation, 
the Speaker did not rule that no amendment relating to the burdens 
imposed by duties other than those relating to the internal revenue was 
germane to the bill; and if that ruling was not acquiesced in by the 
House ? 

Mr. CANNON. Oh, yes, I believe that is correct. 

But again, Mr. Speaker, we pay to these vessels the cost of the trans- 
portation of our foreign ministers and attachés of legation. They are 
officers of the Government traveling between our ports and the ports of 
other countries. Now, we had just as well provide in this bill that we 
should pay these steamship companies $1 or $2 a mile to carry them, 
because it is a part of the carrying business, and claim that it was ger- 
mane to the propositions embodied in this bill, just as this pro 
amendment of the gentleman from Mississippi seeks to be entertained. 
It is a matter of contract under the law; and when the amount of this 
payment or charge can not be ascertained—whether it be a dollar or a 
million of dollars—except by argument, therefore it makes this amend- 
ment subject in my opinion to the point of order. 

Mr. ELLIS. Mr. Speaker, whether the point of order shall lie 
against this amendment or not depends upon two propositions. In the 
first place, if it be not germane, it must go out; in the second place, if 
the entire substance of any pending bill in this House be offered and is 
embodied in the amendment of the gentleman from Mississippi, then 
the amendment must also be ruled out on the point of order. 

The second ground, that is, the ground that the substance of another 
bill pending in the House is embodied in this amendment of the gen- 
tleman from Mississippi, has been so fully, so completely, and so per- 
fectly answered by the gentleman from Pennsylvania [Mr. BriIncHamM] 
that I propose to waste no time upon it. 

The first ground, whether the pending amendment be germane to the 
bill, I shall refer to briefly. Now, sir, as I read the title of this bill, 
and as well as I have been able to gather the purpose of this_legisla- 


tion from all that has transpired with reference to it during this de- 
bate, it is designed to encourage the American foreign carrying trade 
and to lift the burdens which rest on American shipping. There is 
no logic or common sense, I may be permitted to say, in a portion of 
the argument of my friend from Illinois, for whose opinion I have or- 
dinarily great respect, that two burdens justify one, or that half a 
dozen burdens may justify one. We are here endeavoring to raise as 
many burdens from these depressed interests as possible, and one ot 
them is, and I assert it without fear of successful contradiction, the 
law of the United States—which is a disgrace, which is unconstitutional 
in my judgment—whereby the private property of the citizen may be 
taken for public use at a compensation to be arbitrarily fixed upon it 
by the Government. 

I hold it to be unconstitutional, as it is unquestionably burdensome. 
Why, sir, it is one of the complaints which have come up from all of these 
interests that an American captain can not get his clearance papers even 
until he certifies that he has the American mails on board. He can not 
break bulk until he has delivered the letters, and for this business he is 
paid the munificent sum by this Government of 2 cents a letter. 

This principle isstrangely in contrast with the policy adopted by other 
great nations—strangely in contrast with the policy of Great Britain 
which has been copied by other nations, whereby, under the postal-con- 
tract system of England and her direct subsidies to steamship lines, she 
dominates the sea. 

France by adopting a similar policy has gone far ahead of us in this 
matter of tonnage. Look at the contrast between these systems. France 
pays some of her steamship lines (and I take this statement from con- 
tracts, the translations of which I have in my desk, between the French 
= department and these companies), the Messagéries Maritimes, 

7.59a mile. Her South American line is paid $7.32 a mile. Another 
private company is paid $2.08 a mile. The Compagnie Générale Trans- 
Atlantique is paid $5.71a mile. Another line is paid $3.73 a mile. Her 
total pay to her shipping lines amounts to $4,667,778 per annum, or an 
average of $6.77 a mile. 

Now look at the munificent pay allowed by the United States Govy- 
ernment for similar service. The Pacific Mail Steamship Company carry 
the mails ata rate of 5 cents amile. One line from New York to 
Havana carries it for 1} cents a mile; and another earns the great sum 
of half a cent a mile for this service. 

Now, Mr. Speaker, it is a burden to oblige an American ship to wait 
the arrival of the United States mails before she can get her clearance 
papers and thus compel her to incur port fees and charges of all kinds, 
pilotage, and other expenses, only for the purpose of delivering the let- 
ters of the United States, receiving therefor the sum of 2 cents on each 
letter. It is a direct burden upon the shipping interest of the United 
States; and therefore the provision of my friend from Mississippi, 
which proposes to lift this burden, is unquestionably germane to the 
question now before the House. 

Again, sir, another proposition of this bill is to encourage, as I have 
said, the American foreign trade—the American carrying trade—and 
we propose to do that by allowing this compensation to our ships. But 
we are met at the threshold by the howl of ‘‘ subsidy,’’ that bugbear 
of the little minds. I regret, Mr. Speaker, that the committee did not 
formulate a broad national policy, and declare, dehors the question of 
tariff, for free trade; that we did not resolve to adopt a broad American 
policy, taking from the Treasury, if need be, enough money to elevate 
our carrying trade from its present humiliating and dependent condition 
and lift it up until it is enabled to maintain itself. 

It is then in the direction of encouraging the foreign carrying trade 
by paying a just and liberal compensation for the transportation of the 
United States mails. Subsidy! Is it any more a subsidy, sir, than you 
pay to one of Vanderbilt's railroad lines, or any other railroad line lead- 
ing to the West? Is it any more a subsidy than you pay to any of the 
steamboats on your rivers? Is it any more of a subsidy than you pay 
to the mule-cart with red wheels and yellow body that transports your 
mails on the star routes in the West? The amendment simply proposes 
to place these routes and means of transportation on the same footing 
with other routes and means of transportation, by permitting the offer 
of bids for a competing service; and therefore it has a direct tendency 
to give an encouragement to the American foreign carrying trade. I 
submit, therefore, Mr. Speaker, the amendment is germane to the pur- 
poses and objects of this bill, as couched in its provisions and as indi- 
cated in its title. 

TheSPEAKER. The questions presented by the points of order made 
by the gentleman from Kentucky [Mr. THoMPson ] and the gentleman 
from Indiana [Mr. HOLMAN] are not free from doubt. The first point 
of order—that made by the gentleman from Kentucky—is based upon 
a clause in paragraph 7 of Rule XVI, which provides that— 

No motion or proposition on a subject different from that under consideration 
shall be admitted under color of amendment. 

The gentleman from Indiana [Mr. HoLMAN] submits the further 
point of order based upon clause 4 of Rule X-XI, which provides that— 

No bill or resolution shall at any time be amended by annexing thereto or 


i ing therewith the substance of any other bill or resolution pending 
before the House. 





The Chair has very considerable doubt as to whether or not this 
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amendment is germane. The original bill is a bill the object and pur- 
pose of which are indicated clearly in the title. It is a bill— 

To remove certain burdens on the American merchant marine, to encourage 
the American foreign carrying trade, and toamend the laws relating to the ship- 
ment and discharge of seamen, 

Now the proposition of the amendment is to empower the Postmas- 
ter-General, after proper advertisement for bids— 

carryi i -v e United States per- 
ee ee a periede emmy = of the United States aoa 
foreign ports, when such contracts for mail service will, in his judgment, pro- 
mote the and commercial interests of the United States. 

The chief object of this amendment seems to be to provide a different 
mode from that now provided by law for carrying the United States 
mails and to provide another mode of letting these contracts and to limit 
the price which shall be paid to vessels of the United States, provided 
contracts of that kind are made. 

It does not follow, the Chair thinks, that such an amendment would 
necessarily promote the foreign carrying trade. It might turn outasa 
matter of fact when contracts were made, if they were made at all or 
could be made at all under the amendment if it were adopted and 
enacted into a law, that such contracts made under the limitation, to- 
wit, $2 per mile on all outgoing trips, the distance to be counted as 
provided in the amendment, might not be in the interest of a vessel or 
in the interest of the owner of a vessel, but might be a burden. 

The Chair is not competent to decide that question. As before inti- 
mated, this resolves itself into a question of fact. It seems to the 
Chair that the amendment is in that sense not germane to the pending 
bill. 

Upon looking at the other question and examining House bill No. 
4668, which is a bill reported trom the Committee on the Post-Oflice and 
Post-Roads and entitled ‘‘A bill to provide for ocean mail service be- 
tween the United States and foreign ports,’ the Chair thinks the amend- 
ment is not of the substance of that bill, and would not rule it out on 
that ground. The substance of the bill undertakes to provide for a 
general plan to carry the mail between the* United States and foreign 
ports. The proposition to amend has perhaps the same object in view; 
but it is not in substance the whole of the bill, and the same object 
may be found to be incorporated in an amendment and yet not be the 
entire substance of a pending bill. 

The Chair would not rule the amendment out on the ground that it 
is of the substance of House bill No. 4668; but in view of the doubt of 
what the effect of this amendment might be, it not being strictly « 
parliamentary question but more a question of fact, the Chair having 
indicated its present views on the subject of the effect of the amend- 
ment will submit the question to the House whether it is in order as 
an amendment to this bill. The question is, Shall the amendment be 
considered as in order ? 

The question being taken by a viva voce vote the Speaker stated that 
the ‘‘ noes’ ap to have it. 

Mr. MONEY. I cali for a division: 

The House divided; and there were—ayes 35, noes 73. 

So (further count not being called for) the amendment was decided 
to be out of order. 

Mr. REED rose. 

Mr. MURCH. lIask my colleague to yield to me. 

Mr. PAGE. I rise for the purpose of calling the previous question. 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman from Maine [Mr. REED] has been 
recognized. 

Mr. REED. I move to strike out the eighteenth, nineteenth, and 
twentieth sections of the bill. 

Mr. PAGE. And I call the previous question on the bill and the 
amendment of the gentleman from Maine. 

Mr. ELLIS. I ask the gentleman from California to yield to me for 
the purpose of offering—— 

Several members called for the regular order. 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman from Maine [Mr. REED] moves to 
strike out sections 18, 19, and 20. The gentleman from California in 
charge of the bill demands the previous question on the bill and pend- 
ing amendment. 

The previous question was ordered. 

_ Mr. PAGE moved to reconsider the vote by which the previous ques- 
tion was ordered; and also moved that the motion to reconsider be laid 
on the table. 

The latter motion was agreed to. 

The SPEAKER. The question recurs on the motion of the gentle- 
a from Maine, which is to strike out sections 18, 19, and 20 of the 

ill. 

Mr. DINGLEY. I would like to ask my colleague from Maine [Mr. 
REED] if these sections cover the drawback, the free-ship, and the free- 
material Dg of the bill and nothing more ? 

Mr. REED. The effect of striking out the eighteenth, nineteenth, 
and twentieth sections is to strike out the subsidy, the free ships, and 
the machinery for carrying out the subsidy and the free-ship provisions, 
en the rest of the bill as it isnow. I think that motion should 


Mr. DINGLEY. I think that motion should be adopted. 








Mr. PAGE. 


it will not be adopted. 


Mr. CANDLER. 
The SPEAKER. 


of the bill. 


Mr. ROBINSON, of Massachusetts. 
The SPEAKER. 
Mr. ROBINSON, of Massachusetts. 


It is not. 


I hope it will not be adopted. 
The motion is to strike out sections 18, 19, and 20 
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I differ from my colleague on the committee, and hope 


Is debate in order ? 


I would like to have the same 


privilege that my friend from Maine [Mr. ReKp] obtained. 


The SPEAKER. 
Mr. HERBERT. 


a Separate vote on striking out each section? 


The SPEAKER. 


Mr. PAGE. 


The yeas and nays were ordered. 


The question was taken; and there were 


voting 76; as follows: 


Anderson, 
Armfield, 
Atherton, 
Atkins, 
Barr, 

Bayne, 
Berry, 
Bingham, 
Bisbee, 
Blackburn, 
Bland, 
Blount, 
Bowman, 
Briggs, 
Brumm, 
Buchanan, 
Buck, 
Burrows, Julius C. 
Butterworth, 
Cabell, 
Caldwell, 
Campbell, 
Carlisle, 
Chace, 
Clardy, 
Clark, 
Clements, 
Cobb, 
Converse, 
Cook, 
Covington, 
Cox, William R. 
Crapo, 
Cravens, 
Crowley, 
Culberson, 
Cullen, 
Curtin, 
Davis, George R. 
Dawes, 


Aiken, 
Aldrich, 
Barbour, 
Beach, 
Belmont, 
Bliss, 
Bragg, 
Buckner, 
Candler, 
Cannon, 
Carpenter, 
Cassidy, 
Cox, Samuel S. 
Cutts, 


Belford, 
Beltzhoover, 
Black 
Blanchard, 
Brewer, 
Browne, 
Burrows, Jos. H. 
Calkins, 
Camp, 
Caswell, 
Chapman, 
Colerick, 
Cornell, 
Darrall, 
Davidson, 
Deuster, 
Dibrell, 
Dugro, 
Dunn, 


YE 


Dezendorf, 
Dingley, 
Ellis, 
Ermentrout, 
Errett, 
Ford, 
Forney, 
Frost, 
Geddes, 


Hammond, N. J 
Harmer, 
Harris, Benj. W. 
Haseltine, 
Haskell, 
Hatch, 
Heilman, 
Herbert, 

Hill, 

Hitt, 

Holman, 
House, 

Hubbs, 
Humphrey, 
Jacobs, 
Jadwin, 
Jones, Geo. W. 
Jones, Phineas 
Joyce, 

Kelley, 
Ketcham, 
Klotz, 

Knott, 

Lacey, 

Ladd, 

Latham, 

Le Fevre, 
Lewis, 


AS—159 
Lindsey, 
Lord, 
Lynch, 
Mackey, 
Matson, 
McClure, 
McKinley, 
McLean, Jas. H. 
MeMillin, 
Miles, 
Miller, 
Mills, 
Money, 
Moore, 
Morey, 
Morrison, 
Mosgrove, 
Moulton, 
Murch, 
Mutchler, 
Neal, 
Norcross, 
Oates, 
O'Neill, 
Peelle, 
Peirce, 
Pettibone, 
Phister, 
Prescott, 
Randall, 
Ranney 
Ray, 

Reed, 

Reese, 

tice, John B 
Rice, Theron M. 
Rice, Wm. W. 
Rich, 

Ritchie, 


Robinson, Geo. D. 


NAYS—. 


Davis, Lowndes lI 
Deering, 

De Motte, 

Dowd, 

Dwight, 

Evins, 


Farwell, Sewell S. 


Flower, 
Garrison, 
Guenther, 
Hlardenbergh, 
Hardy, 
Hepburn, 
Hewitt, G. W. 


I. Hoge, 
Jorgensen, 
Kasson, 
King, 
Leedom, 
MecCoid, 
McCook, 


McLane, Robt. M. 


Morse, 
Nolan, 
Page, 
Parker, 
Payson, 
Phelps, 


NOT VOTING—76. 


Dunnell, 


Farwell, Chas. B. 


Fisher, 
Fulkerson, 
George, 

Gibson, 

Gunter, 
Hammond, John 
Harris, Henry 8. 
Hazelton, 
Henderson, 
Herndon, 


Hewitt, Abram S. 


Hiscock, 
Hoblitzell, 
Hooker, 
Horr, 
Houk, 
Hubbell, 


So the motion was agreed to. 
The following additional pairs were announced: 


Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 


Hutchins, 
Jones, James K. 
Kenna, 
Manning, 
Marsh, 

Martin, 

Mason, 
McKenzie, 
Muldrow, 
Pacheco, 

Paul, ° 
Pound, 

Reagan, 
Richardson, D. P 
Richardson, J. 5 
Robertson, 
Robeson, 


Robinson, Wm. E 


Rosecrans, 


HAZELTON with Mr. MANNING. 
CALKINS with Mr. DIBRELL. 
BREWER with Mr. WISE of Virginia. 
WHITE with Mr. MARTIN. 
SHELLEY with Mr. DuGRo. 
ROBESON with Mr. MCKENZIE. 
SMITH. of New York. 


yous 


A question was asked him and he answered it 
Is the motion to strike out divisible, so as to have 


The Chair thinks the motion is not divisible. 
I call for the yeas and nays. 


159, nays 54, not 


Robinson, Jas. S. 
Russell 

Ryan 

Scranton, 
Shallenberger, 
Singleton, Jas. W 
Singleton, Otho R 
Skinner, 
Smalls, 
Smith, A 
Sparks, 
Spooner, 
Springer, 
Steele, 


Hert 


Stockslage: 
Taylor, 

Thomas, 
Thompson, P. B 
Thormpson,Wm. G 
Townsend, Amos 
Townshend, R.W. 
Turner, Henry G 
Turner, Oscar 
Tyler, 

Vance, 

Van Aernam, 
Van Horn, 

Van Voorhis, 
Wait, 

Walker, 

Ward, 

Warner, 

Watson, 

Webber, 
Wellborn, 
Whitthorne, 
Villiams, Chas. G 
Willis, 

Willits. 


Scoville, 
Sherwin, 
Simonton, 
Smith, Dietrich C 
Speer, 

Stone, 

Strait, 

Tucker, 
Updegraff, 
Upson, 
Wadsworth, 
Wood, Walter A. 


Roas, 

Scales, 
Shackelford, 
Shelley, 

Shultz, 

Smith, J. Hyatt 
Spaulding, 
Talbott, 

Urner, 
Valentine 
Washburn, 
West, 

White, 

Williams, Thomas 
Wilson, 

Wise, George D. 
Wise, Morgan R. 
Wood, Benjamin 
Young. 


I am paired with my colleague, Mr. 
HutcHins: if he were present I should vote ‘‘aye. 
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Mr. WISE, of Virginia. I am paired with the gentleman from New 
Jersey, Mr. Brewer; if he were here, I should vote ‘‘no.’’ 

Mr. BROWNE. I was unfortunately absent when the roll was called 
and therefore under the rule can not now vote. Had I been present I 
would have voted in the negative. 

Mr. WILSON. I was paired with the gentleman from Virginia, Mr. 
BARBOUR, and was not aware that he had returned and voted. It is 
too late for me to vote now, 

The result of the vote was then announced as above stated. 

Mr. REED moved to reconsider the vote just taken; and also moved 
that the motion to reconsider be laid on the table. 

The latter motion was agreed to. 

The question was upon the engrossment and third reading of the bill. 

Mr. MILLS. I rise to a parliamentary inquiry. 

Tbe SPEAKER. The gentleman will state it. 

Mr. MILLS. Is it now in order to move to recommit this bill with 
instructions ? 

The SPEAKER. 

Mr. MILLS. 
bill ? 

The SPEAKER. It has been ordered on the engrossment and third 
reading of the bill as amended, but not on the passage of the bill. 

The bill as amended was then ordered to be engrossed and read a 
third time; and it was accordingly read the third time. 

The question was on the passage of the bill. 

Mr. PAGE. I call the previous question on the passage of the bill. 

Mr. COX, of New York. I desire now to move to recommit this bill 
to the Committee on Commerce, as I believe the special committee is 
dead. 

Mr. REED. I hope that will not be done. 

Mr. PAGE, There are many good features in this bill pertaining to 
the running of vessels, and I hope it will be passed. 

Mr. COX, of New York. I move to recommit the bill with the in- 
structions which I send to the Clerk’s desk. 

Mr. PAGE. I would like to inquire how the gentleman obtained 
the floor to make that motion ? 

TheSPEAKER. The gentleman has the right under the rule to 
make the motion to recommit, pending the demand for the previous 
question or after it is ordered on the passage of the bill. The gentle- 
man from New York [Mr. Cox] moves to recommit the bill with in- 
structions which the Clerk will read. 

The Clerk read as follows: 


It is not. 
Has not the previous question been ordered upon the 


That the bill be recommitted to the Committee on Commerce with instructions 
to report back to the House without — a bill providing for the purchase, 
free admission, and registry of foreign-built vessels, and for the free admission 
of all material used in the construction and repair of vessels in American yards. 

The SPEAKER. The question is upon the motion of the gentleman 
from New York to recommit the bill, with the instructions which have 
been read. 

Mr. CANNON. ‘The instructions should be modified so as to exclude 
these vessels from the coastwise trade. 

Mr. MURCH. Is this motion subject to amendment? 

Mr. TOWNSHEND, of Illinois. Pending the motion to recommit, I 
move that the House adjourn. [Cries of ‘‘ Vote!’ ‘‘ Vote !’’] 

The SPEAKER proceeded to put the question upon the motion of 
Mr. Cox, of New York. 

Mr. CANNON. I understand that the motion of the gentleman from 
New York [Mr. Cox] has been modified. I want to hear it read as 
modified. 

Mr. HAMMOND, of Georgia. I rise to a parliamentary inquiry. 
The information I desire to have is this: As a part of this motion, can 
the committee be authorized to report at any time? 

Mr. COX, of New York. I accept that as a modification. 

Mr. HAMMOND, of Georgia. I think the proposed instructions 
ought to be modified in that way. 

~ REED. There can be only one motion made, and that has been 
made. 

Mr. COX, of New York. I accept the modification suggested by the 
gentleman from Georgia, if it be in order for me to do so. 

The SPEAKER. The House is now proceeding under the operation 
of the previous question. 

Mr. HAMMOND, of Georgia. The gentleman from New York can 
modify his proposition, can he not? 

Mr. REED. I object. 

Mr. COX, of New York. I accepted the modification before the gen- 
tleman from Maine objected. 

Mr. REED. I object. 

Mr. HAMMOND, of Georgia. I do not think my friend from Maine 
has the right to object. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair has nothing to do with the question of 
any defect in the motion. 

Mr. CANNON. I want to have the proposed instructions again read. 

Mr. TOWNSHEND, of Illinois. I insist on my motion to adjourn. 

Mr. PAGE. The gentleman had not the floor to make that motion. 

Mr. COX, of New York. I have not relinquished the floor. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair understands the gentleman from New 
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York to have taken the floor, as he had the right to do under the rules 
to move a recommitment of the bill with certain instructions. 

Mr. REED. Mr. Speaker—— 

The SPEAKER. Does the gentleman rise to a parliamentary in- 
quiry ? 

Mr. REED. I rise to make a parliamentary point. It is that the 
House was dividing before the modification of this motion was proposed, 
and the Speaker had declared the vote on one side. Thereupon the gen- 
tieman from Georgia [Mr. HAMMOND] rose and made a parliamentary 
inquiry, as he may have had the right to do; nevertheless, the gentle- 
man from New York could not modify his proposition while the House 
was dividing. 

Mr. HAMMOND, of Georgia. The intention of the gentleman trom 
New York was doubtless to embrace this provision in his motion. | 
thought the language as read did not make the matter quite certain, 
and therefore I suggested the modification. 

Mr. COX, of New York. The Chair has been very fair and just in 
this matter. I hope he will not allow us to be cut off by any technical 
objection. No objection was made until after I had accepted the mod- 
ification. 

Mr. REED. I make the further suggestion to the Speaker that the 
authority to report at any time can not be made a part of the proposed 
instructions. 

Mr. COX, of New York. Oh, yes, it can; that is often done. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair does not think the fact that the House 
was dividing upon a viva voce vote cuts off the right of the gentleman 
under the rules and the practice to modify his‘motion. Such modifica- 
tions seem to be provided for by the rule; and according to the practice 
motions may be modified before the previous question is seconded and 
before a decision is reached. In this case no result was announced. 
But the further point is made that the authority to the committee to 
report at any time—— 

Mr. REED. Is a change of the rules. 

The SPEAKER. Would be a change of the rules, and is not prop- 
erly in order. This question came up once before, and it was then de- 
cided —— 

Mr. SPRINGER. I rise to a parliamentary inquiry. This bill has 
been made a special order to continue from day to day until finally dis- 
posed of. The recommitment with instructions to report back a par- 
ticular provision is not a final disposition of the bill; therefore it con- 
tinues to be a special order until the vote is taken on the passage of the 
bill. 

The SPEAKER. That is a question which the Chair will pass upon 
when it comes up. What would be the effect of the special order when 
this bill may come back, if it should ever come back, is a question which 
the Chair is not now called upon to decide. 

Mr. COX, of New York. Thegentleman from Illinois [Mr. CANNoN} 
suggested an amendment which I accepted, before even my friend from 
Maine had made his suggestion or objection. I have incorporated the 
suggestion of my friend from Illinois in my proposed instructions. 

The SPEAKER. The clause of the proposed instructions that the 
committee have authority to report at any time is not, in the opinion of 
this Chair, in order; and unless that clause be withdrawn the Chair wil} 
have to rule out the whole. 

Mr. COX, of New York. I withdraw that clause. 

The SPEAKER. That clause being struck out, the Chair thinks the 
other modification is in order. 

The Clerk read as follows: 


That the bill be recommitted to the Committee on Commerce with instructions 
to report back to the House without delay a bill providing for the purchase, free 
otminien, and apary of foreign-built vessels, and for the free admission of the 
material used in the construction and repair of vessels in American yards, to be 
used in the foreign and not in the coastwise trade of the United States. 


Mr. REED. That report without delay I understand is to be in the 
morning hour. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair would hold it does not change the rule. 

Mr. SPRINGER. That question will come up at the proper time. 

The SPEAKER. It is a mere notice to the committee to report 
It does not give them any specific instruction about it. 

Mr. REED. That is all right. 

Mr. SPRINGER. It is patriotic advice. 

Mr. CONVERSE. I rise toa parliamentary inquiry. If I heard it 
correctly, the motion requires the Committee on Commerce to report 
back a bill in a certain form. I wish to inquire whether the motion 
should not be to report back this bill with certain amendments, and 
whether they have a right to report a new bill? 

Mr. REED. I wish gentlemen on the other side would perfect their 

roposition. 
r Mr. COX, of New York. It refers to the present bill. 

The SPEAKER. This refers to the same bill. 

Mr. CONVERSE. It could not cover but one bill. 

The SPEAKER. If it did it would not be in order. 

The House divided, and there were—ayes 60, noes 118. 

Mr. KNOTT. I demand the yeas and nays. 

Mr. TOWNSHEND, of Illinois. I move the House do now adjourn. 
The motion was disagreed to. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 
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The question was taken; and it was decided in the negative—yeas 77, 
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nays 131, not voting 81; as follows: 
’ YEAS—77. 


Aiken, Clark, Herbert, Reese, 
‘armfield, Clements, Hewitt, G. W. Simonton, : 
Atherton, Cobb, Hoge, Singleton, Jaa. W. 
‘atkins, Cook, Holman, Singleton, Otho R. 
Barbour, Covington, House, Sparks, 
Beach, Cox, Samuel 8. King, Springer, 
Belmont, Cox, William R. Knott, Stockslager, 
orry Cravens, pe ng ae, os. 
ici Culberson, aedom, ownshend, R. W. 
— Davis, Lowndes II, Le Fevre, Tucker, 
Blount, Dowd, Matson, — Turner, Henry G. 
Bragg, Dunn, McKenzie, Turner, Oscar 
jrowne, Evins, MeMillin, Upson, 
Buchanan, Forney, Mills, Vance, 
Cabell, Frost, Morrison, Warner, 
Caldwell, Garrison, Moulton, Wellborn, 
Cannon, Geddes, Muldrow, Willis. 
Carlisle, Hammond, N. J. Oates, 
Chapman, Hardenbergh, Phelps, 
Clardy, Hatch, Randall, 
NAYS—151. 
Aldrich, Farwell, Sewell S. McClure, Robinson, Jas. S. 
‘Anderson, Ford, McCoid, Russell, 
Barr, Geo % McCook, Scranton, 
Bayne, Godshalk, MeKinley, Shallenberger, 
Bingham, Grout, McLean, Jas. 1. Sherwin, 
Bisbee, Guenther, Miles, Skinner, 
Bliss, Hall, Miller, Smalls, 
Bowman, Harmer, Money, Smith, A. Herr 
Briggs, Haseltine, Moore, Smith, Dietrich C. 
Brumm, Haskell, Morey, Speer, 
Buck, Heilman, Morse, Spooner, 
Burrows, Julius C, Hepburn, Mureb Steele, 
Butterworth, Hill, Mutchler, Stone, 
Calkins, Hitt, Neal, Taylor, 
Campbell, Hubbs, Norcross, Thomas, 
Candler, Humphrey, O'Neill, Thompson, W. G 
Carpenter, Jacobs, Page, Townsend, Amos 
Caswell, Jadwin, Parker, Tyler, 
Chace, Jones, Geo. W. Payson, Updegraff, 
Crapo, Jones, Phineas Peelle, Van Aernam, 
Crowley, Jorgensen, Peirce, Van Horn, 
Cullen, Joyce, Pettibone, Van Voorhis, 
Cutts, Kasson, Prescott, Wait, 
Davis, George R. Kelley, Ranney, Walker, 
Dawes, Ketcham, Ray, Ward, 
Deering, Klotz, Reed, Watson, 
De Motte, Lacey, Rice, John B. Webber, 
Dezendorf, Ladd, Rice, Theron M. West, 
Dingley, Lewis, Rice, Wm. W. Williams, Chas, G. 
Dwight, Lindsey, Rich, Willits, 
Ellis, Lord, Ritchie, Wilson, 
Ermentrout, Lynch, Robeson, Wood, Walter A 
Errett, Mackey, Robinson, Geo. D 
NOT VOTING—81. 
Belford, Flower, Manning, Shack@lford, 
Beltahoover, Fulkerson, Marsh, Shelley, 
Black, Gibson, Martin, Shultz, 
Blanchard, Gunter, Mason, Smith, J. Hyatt 
Brewer, Hammond, John McLane, Robt.M. Spaulding, 
Buadkner, Hardy, Mosgrove, Strait, 
Burrows, Jos. H. Harris, Benj.W. Nolan, Talbott, 
Camp, Harris, Henry 8. Pacheco, Urner, 
Cassidy, Hazelton, Paul, Valentine, 
Colerick, Henderson, Phister, Wadsworth, 
Converse, Herndon, Pound, Washburn, 
Cornell, Hewitt, Abram S. Reagan, White, 
Curtin, Hiscock, Richardson, D. P. Whitthorne, 
Darrall, Hoblitzell, Richardson, J.S. Williams, Thomas 
Davidson, Hooker, Robertson, Wise, George D. 
Deuster, Horr, Robinson, Wm. E. Wise, Morgan R. 
Dibrell, Houk, Rosecrans, Wood, Benjamin 
Dugro, Hubbell, Ross, Young. 
Dunnell, Hutchins, Ryan, 
Farwell, Chas B. Jones, JamesK. Scales, 
Fisher, Kenna, Scoville, 


So the motion to recommit with instructions was not agneed to. 
The following additional pairs were announced: 


Mr. STRAIT with Mr. PHISTER. 


Mr. Harris, of Massachusetts, with Mr. WHITTHORNE. 
Mr. RYAN with Mr. DIBRELL. 


Mr. HAMMOND, of New York, with Mr. SHACKELFORD. 


Mr. WISE, of Virginia. I would like to state that if I were not 
paired I should vote ‘‘ay.”’ 

On motion of Mr. VAN HORN, by unanimous consent, the reading 
of the names was dispensed with. 

The result of the vote was then announced as above recorded. 

The SPEAKER. The question now recurs upon the demand made 
by the gentleman from California for the previous question. 

The previous question was ordered. 

Mr. PAGE moved to reconsider the vote by which the previous ques- 


tion was ordered; and also moved that the motion to reconsider be laid 
on the table. 


The latter motion was agreed to 


The SPEAKER. The question recurs upon the passage of the bill. 
| bill was ; 
tr. PAGE moved to reconsider the vote by which the bill was passed ; 
and also moved that the motion to reconsider be laid on the table. 
The latter motion was agreed to. 





QUESTION OF PRIVILEGE. 

Mr. KASSON. I rise, Mr. Speaker, to a question of privilege. | 

send to the desk, and ask to have read, an extract which I have marked 
I find this in a copy of the New York Times of this morning 

The Clerk read as follows 

An examination of the civil-service-reform bill as printed and reported from 
the Committee on the Civil Service, with the bill passed by the Senate, as tele 
graphed to the Associated Press the night of its passage, discloses a curious and 
important omission. The Senate bill contained as the fifth of the declarations 
to be made by the rules of the Civil-Service Commission the following: * That 
promotions shall be from the lower grades to the higher on the basis of merit 
and competition.”’ This is omitted in the bill reported to the House, which, how 
ever, leaves in force the third provision, * that appointments to the public service 
aforesaid in the Departments at Washington shall be apportioned among the 
several States and Territories and the District of Columbia upon the basis of pop 
ulation as ascertained at the last preceding census.’ 

In the absence of the provision which is omitted, the vacancies in the higher 
grades might have to be filled from the States according to their * quota,” though 
on this and all other points the proviso “as nearly as the conditions of good ad- 
ministration will warrant” has an important effect, But what is of much more 
consequence is the conclusion that if the bill actually passed by the louse varies 
from that passed by the Senate, it can not, without the further action of the House 
and Senate, become alaw. Should the discrepancy referred to be found to exist 
in the engrossed bills, an explanation of the most explicit character will be nee 
essary, and a prompt correction of it will be still more so, t« 
comniittee from the gravest suspicion. 


Mr. KASSON. Mr. Speaker, I have only to say, in response to that 
article, that for the first time | rise to a pointof that kind connected 
with the insinuation of a suspicion against either a committee with 
which I have been connected or myself. If it rested against myself 
alone, probably I might pass it over without calling the attention of the 
House to it. It isa partof the penalty paid by members upon the floor 
of the House, that they must suffer many misrepresentations to pass 
without notice. But this is an insinuation against the honorable con 
duct of a regular committee of the House. 

That bill as it came from the Senate, without the crossing of a ‘'t’’ 
or the dotting of an ‘‘i,’? with the same paper and the same ink which 
they sent to us, went back to the Senate without even bearing the mark 
of any person connected with the House of Representatives, except the 
customary indorsement upon the bill to signify its approval by the 
House of Representatives. Further than that, not only is the bill itselt 
absolutely identical in word, syllable, and punctuation with the bill as 
it came from the Senate, but it was printed by order of the House before 
it ever came to the attention of the committee, and that print was upon 
the desks of the members of the House. No such clause as that re 
ferred to appears in that print; and I am informed by a gentleman, 
who says he has personal knowledge of the fact, that it was deliber 
ately struck out in the Senate either on the motion of Senator PENDLE 
TON, or on motion of Senator BROWN ot Georgia, and therefore never 
came to the House of Representatives. 

In the face of these facts the last remark of that article is simply 
shameless; and I have only to say that it remains to be seen whether 
in the conduct of that paper there is honor enough to make these facts 
known, and to make the amende honorable to the Civil Service Reform 
Committee of the House of Representatives. [| Applause. ] 


»Save Mr. K Asson's 


MESSAGE FROM THE SENATE 


A message from the Senate, by Mr. SyMpson, one of their clerks, an- 
nounced that the Senate had passed without amendment bills of the 
House of the following titles: 

A bill (H. R. 3506) to amend sections 1926 and 1927 of the Revised 
Statutes, so as to extend the limits of the jurisdiction of justices of the 
peace in the Territories of Washington, Idaho, and Montana; 

A bill (H. R. 1698) for the relief of the heirs of Peter Gallagher; 
and 

A bill (H. R. 6627) to authorize the establishment of a free public 
highway in the District of Columbia. 

The message also announced the passage with amendments of the bill 
(H. R. 1294) to more effectually suppress gaming in the District of Co- 
lumbia; in which amendments concurrence of the House of Represent- 
atives was requested. 

The message further announced the passage of a bill of the Senate of 
the following title; in which concurrence was requested: 

A bill (S. 2239) granting the right of way for railroal companies 
and telegraph lines through the lands of the United States, included in 
the Fort Smith military reservation at Fort Smith, in the State of 
Arkansas. 

SALARY OF INSPECTOR OF DRUGS, BOSTON. 


Mr. KELLEY, by unanimous consent, from the Committee on Ways 
and Means, reported, as a substitute for H. R. 6382, a bill (H. R. 7245) 
to amend section 2743 of the Revised Statutes; which was read a first 
and second time, referred to the Committee of the Whole on the state of 
the Union, and ordered to be printed. 


LEAVE OF ABSENCE. 
3y unanimous consent leave of absence was granted as follows: 
To Mr. PAUL, for four days, on account of important business. 
To Mr. Hewitt, of New York, indefinitely, on account of sickness. 
To Mr. MArsH#, for one day, on account of sickness. 
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NEW YORK STATE DAIRYMEN’S ASSOCIATION. 


Mr. SKINNER. I ask unanimous consent to have printed in the 
RecoRD the body of a petition from the New York State Dairymen’s 
Association in reference to cattle diseases, and ask that it be referred 
to the Committee on Agriculture. 

There was no objection. The petition is as follows: 


New York STATE DAIRYMEN’S ASSOCIATION, 


Ilion, N. Y., January, 1883. 
To the honorable the Congress of the United States : 


Whereas the imported contagious disease of cattle known as lung p 
tinues to prevail around certain cities on the Atlantic seaboard, curtailin 
our export cattle trade, on our domestic cattle industry a yearly loss of $2,000, 
to $3,000,000, and through the present unrestricted movement of cattle from our 
Eastern infected districts to the West and South, threatens to infect our Western 
unfenced pastures, at a prospective and irremovable yearly loss of $60,000,000 or 
more: Therefore, 

Resolved, That the New York State Dairymen’s Association hereby petitions 
the honorable Congress of the United States to enact such a law as shall prohibit 
under a suitable pe yenalty the removal of any bovine animal out of a State, Ter- 
ritory, or district known to be infected with lung plague, until the same animal 
shall have undergone a period of supervision and quarantine equivalent to that 
now imposed on cattle coming from infected fo on countries, and that they 
= oy r provide and designate the means of carrying such law into effect: 

1erefore 

Resolved, That Congress is hereby petitioned to appropriate the sum of $5,000,000 
or so much thereof as may be needed to be employed in carrying out the above 
suggested law, and in assisting the States to stamp out the lung plague, the 
money to be disbursed by some designated Federal officer on the approval of the 
work by veterinary sanitary authority to be created for the tet a 

I hereby certify the foregoing a true ny | of the original resolution as passed 
at the convention of the Ne »w York State Dairymen’s Association held at Cort- 
land, New York, on the 20th day of December, 1882. 

JOSIAH SHULL, Secretary. 


POST-ROUTE BILL. 


ie con- 
on 


Mr. BINGHAM. I desire to make an announcement to the House 
that on Wednesday next the Committee on the Post-Office and Post- 
Roads will report the post-route bill, so that all members having routes 
to incorporate in the bill will be kind enough to send them to the room of 
the committee or through the petition-box in time. 


ORDER OF BUSINESS. 


Mr. PAGE. I move that the House do now adjourn. 
The motion was agreed to; and accordingly (at 4 o’clock and 40 min- 
utes p. m.) the House adjourned. 





PETITIONS, ETC. 

The following petitions and papers were laid on the Clerk’s desk, under 
the rule, and referred as follows: 

By Mr. ATHERTON: Memorial of the Cigar-makers’ Union, No. 116, 
of Newark, Ohio, protesting against the reduction of duty on imported 
cigars—to the Committee on Ways and Means. 

By Mr. BARR: The petition of citizens of Philadelphia and of Pitts- 
burgh, Pennsylvania, for the passage of the Senate substitute for bill 
H. hk. 5656—severally to the same committee. 

By Mr. BAYNE: The petition of A. Overholt & Co. and 35 others, 
dealers in spirituous liquorsin Allegheny County, Pennsylvania, urging 
favorable action on the Sherman substitute for bill H. R. 5656—to the 
same committee. 

By Mr. BELTZHOOVER: The petition of dealers in wines and spirits 
of Philadelphia and of Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania, for passage of the 
Sherman substitute for bill H. R. 5656—severally to the same commit- 


tee. 

By Mr. CANDLER: The petition of Peter McIntyre & Co. and others, 
asking for a light-ship at Cape Hatteras Shoals—to the Committee on 
Commerce. 

By Mr. CRAPO: The petition of William J. Rotch and 109 others, 
for a light-ship at Cape Hatteras Shoals—to the same committee. 

By Mr. FLOWER: The petition of Kemp, Day & Co. and others and 
of Sydney Thursby and others, of New York, relative to the duty on 
tin-plate and sheet-iron—severally to the Committee on Ways and 
Means. 

By Mr. J. HAMMOND: The petition of citizens of New York and 
Vermont, relative to the duty on tin-plate—to the same committee. 

By Mr. HASKELL: The petition of citizens of Spring Hill, Kansas, 
protesting against repeal of tax on whisky and tobacco—to the same 
committee. 

By Mr. HEILMAN: The petition of George Brownlee, of Gibson 
County, Indiana, for a pension—to the Committee on Invalid Pensions. 

By Mr. HEPBURN: The petition of W. G. Wiles and 50 others, cit- 
izens of Atlantic, lowa, for reduction of the present duty on cigars—to 
the Committee on Ways and Means. 

By Mr. JADWIN: The petition of John Gibson, Son & Co. and 30 
others, citizens of Philadelphia, and of citizens of Pittsburgh, Penn- 
sylvania, for passage of Senate substitute for bill H. R. 5656—severally 
to the same committee. 

By Mr. McCOTD: Memorial urging the adoption of the resolution re- 
lating to international arbitration—to the Committee on F\ Affairs. 

By Mr. MILLER: The petition of Cigar-makers’ Union, No. 140, 








of Greenville, Pennsylvania, against reducing the duty on imported 
cigars—to the Committee on Ways and Means. 

By Mr. MORRISON: The petition of the Cigar-makers’ Union of 
Alton, Illinois, protesting against reduction of duty on imported cigars— 
to the same committee. 

By Mr. OATES: The petition of citizens of Bullock County, Alabama, 
for a reduction of duty on tin-plates—to the same committee. 

By Mr. O’NEILL: The petitions of dealers in wines and spirits of 
Philadelphia and of Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania, for the passage at an 
early day of the Senate substitute for House bill No. 5656—severally 
to the same committee. 

By Mr. PEELLE: The petition of the heirs of Casper Mans, with 20 
affidavits attached, asking for payment for the loss of property during 
the war—to the Committee on Claims. 

By Mr. PEIRCE: The petition of James R. Ross & Co., of Indian- 
apolis, Indiana, for passage of the Sherman substitute for House bil! 
No. 5656—to the Committee on Ways and Means. 

By Mr. SCRANTON: The petition of Philadelphia and of Pittsburgh 
wine and spirit dealers for passage of Senate substitute for House bill 
No. 5656—to the same committee. 

Also, the petition of A. T. McClintock and 60 others, members of 
Luzerne County, Pennsylvania, bar, for passage of bill establishing the 
northern judicial district of Pennsylvania—to the Committee on the 
Judiciary. 

By Mr. STEELE: The petition of J. Day and 10 others, urging Con- 
gress to extend relief to the Davidson family—to the Committee on 
Appropriations. 

By Mr. WATSON: The petition of manufacturers and dealers in to- 
bacco and cigars of Union City, Pennsylvania, for rebate on all stamped 
goods in the event of a reduction being made in the tax on tobacco, 
cigars, &c.—to the Committee on Ways and Means. 

By Mr. WHITTHORNE: A bill to establish a post-route from Nutt 
to ~ teeatley Lewis County, Tennessee—to the Committee on the Post- 
Office and Post-Roads. 

By Mr. YOUNG: Memorial of wool-growers of Hardin County, Ohio, 
protesting against reduction of duty on foreign wool—to the Committee 
on Ways and Means. 

Also, the petition of S. Horrwitz and others, against increase of duty 
on tin-plates—to the same committee. 

The following petitions for reduction of the duty on sugar were pre- 
sented and referred to the Committee on Ways and Means: 

By Mr. ATHERTON: Of 80 citizens of Philadelphia, of 47 citizens 
of Roscoe, and of 11 citizens of Kirkersville, Ohio. 

By Mr. BAYNE: Of 77 citizens of Pittsburgh, Pennsy!vania. 

By Mr. BELTZHOOVER: Of 21 citizens of York and of 36 citizens 
of Dover, Pennsylvania. 

By Mr. BREWER: Of 52 citizens of Hammonton and of 69 citizens 
of Point Pleasant, New Jersey. 

By Mr. J. C. BURROWS: oF 43 citizens of Buchanan, Michigan. 

By Mr. CAMPBELL: Of citizens of Loretto, Pennsylvania. 

By Mr. CARPENTER: Of 57 citizens of Marcus, Cherokee County, 
and of 78 citizens of Sioux City, Iowa. 

By Mr. DWIGHT: Of 62 citizens of McLean, and of 33 citizens of 
Odessa, New York. 

By Mr. J. HAMMOND: Of 98 citizens of Luzerne, New York. 

By Mr. HARDENBERGH: Of 24 citizens of Bayonne City, and of 
38 citizens of Union, New Jersey. 

By Mr. HOGE: Of citizens of Moorefield and of Shepherdstown, West 
Virginia. 

By Mr. JACOBS: Of 45 citizens of Delhi, and of 52 citizens of Mil- 
ford, New York. 

By Mr. JOYCE: Of 3,378 citizens of Vermont. 

By Mr. KETCHAM: Of 47 citizens of West Lebanon, and of 79 citi- 
zens of Rhinebeck, New York. 

By Mr. LACEY: Of 28 citizens of Brooklyn, and of citizens of Bron- 
son, Michigan 

By Mr. MILLER: Of 81 citizens,of Jamestown, and of 39 citizens of 
Cambridgeborough, and of 81 citizens of Conneautville, Pennsylvania. 

By Mr. MUTCHLER: Of 30 citizens of Bethlehem, Pennsylvania. 

By Mr. PETTIGREW: Of 80 citizens of Rapid City, Dakota Terri- 


tory. 

By Mr. RICH: Of 77 citizens of Algonac, Michigan. 

By Mr. SCOVILLE: Of 69 citizens of Towanda, New York. 

By Mr. SHERWIN: Of 45 citizens of Pecatonica, Illinois. 

By Mr. A. H. SMITH: Two petitions of citizens of Lancaster County, 
Pennsylvania. 

By Mr. A. TOWNSEND: Of 41 citizens of Cleveland, Ohio. 

By Mr. WADSWORTH: Of citizens of Livingston County, New York. 

By Mr. A. WALKER: Of certain citizens of Pennsylvania. 

By Mr. WATSON: Of 42 citizens of Erie and of 38 citizens of Lake 
Funnel, Pennsylvania. 

By Mr. WEST: Of 47 citizens of Ballston Spa, New York. 

By Mr. W. A. WOOD: Of 78 citizens of Troy, and of 62 citizens of 
aii, New York. 
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SENATE. 
SATURDAY, January 13, 1885. 


Prayer by the Chaplain, Rev. J. J. Buttock, D. D. 
The Journal of yesterday’s proceedings was read and approved. 
EXECUTIVE COMMUNICATION. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore laid before the Senate a communica- 
tion from the Secretary of the Interior, transmitting, in answer to a res- 
olution of the Senate, certain information in relation to homestead lands 
in Florida; which, on motion of Mr. CALL, was referred to the Commit- 
tee on Public Lands and ordered to be printed. 

PETITIONS AND MEMORIALS. 

Mr. HOAR. I present the petition of J. 8. Fowler and other citizens 
of Tennessee, submitting a plea for the favorable consideration of the 
joint resolution relating to international arbitration.. Accompanying 
this petition are certain resolutions unanimously adopted by the na- 
tional arbitration convention held at Washington, May 30 and 31, 1882; 
and also certain resolutions passed by the legislative bodies of six of the 
principal nations of Europe. I move the reference of the petition and 
resolutions to the Committee on Foreign Relations. 

The motion was agreed to. 

Mr. LAPHAM. I present a letter from Schoverling, Daly & Gales, 
of New York city, who say that they do not recollect signing the me- 
morial I had the honor to present on the 29th of December, 1882, oppos- 
ing the passage of all bankruptcy laws, and that they desire to record 
themselves in favor of a just and economic bankrupt law that will pre- 
vent fraudulent creditors, preferred claims, and legal expenses from 
swallowing up insolvent estates. I move that the communication lie 
upon the table. 

The motion was agreed to. 

Mr. SHERMAN. I present a memorial adopted at a meeting of the 
Western Pig-iron Association, representing the producers of pig-iron 
west of the Alleghany Mountains, held in Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania, on 
the 11th day of January, 1883. In their memorial they state that the 

reduction of rates on iron and steel below those recommended 
by the Tariff Commission would be unwise, wncalled-for, and injurious 
to the public interests. I move that the memorial lie on the table. 

The motion was to. 

Mr. MILLER, of New York, presented a petition of the FE. A. Slo- 
cum Post, Grand Army of the Republic, No. 212, in the State of New 
York; resolutions adopted at the annual reunion of the Engineer Corps 
of the Potomac, held at the city hall of Rochester, New York; and a 
petition of citizens of Rochester, New York, praying that the same 
amount be allowed to soldiers who have been made deaf by service in 
the Army as is allowed those who have lost a limb in the service; which 
were referred to the Committee on Pensions. 

He also presented a memorial of citizens of Camden, Oneida County, 
New York, remonstrating against any increase of the duty on tin-plate; 
which was ordered to lie on the table. 

Mr. PLUMB presented a petition of citizens of Leavenworth County, 
Kansas, praying for the passage of a bill granting a pension of $40 a 
month to soldiers and sailors who have lost a limb in the service; which 
was referred to the Committee on Pensions. 

Mr. MCPHERSON. I present a petition of a large numberof working 
people of the city of New York engaged in the manufacture of cigars. It 
reads: ‘‘ We beg of you togivethe bill pending in the House to abolish the 
internal revenue on cigars, or any other that may bring about alike result, 
your support, we, as work-people, being deeply interested inthesame for 
the following reasons,’’ which are stated in the petition, to which I in- 
vite special attention. I wish to state that the petition is forty-two feet 





long and contains the names of something like 3,600 people engaged in 
the manufacture of cigars. I move that the petition lie on the table. 

The motion was agieed to. 

Mr. ANTHONY presented the petition of the Grand Division of the 

Sons of Temperance of Rhode Island, officially signed, praying for the 
prohibition of the manufacture and sale of all alcoholic beverages in the 
District of Columbia; which was referred the Committee on the District 
of Columbia. 
__Mr. CALL presented the petition of Perry G. Wall, a citizen of Flor- 
ida, praying a release from a judgment rendered against him by the 
cirenit court of the United States as cosurety on the bond of Otis 
Fairbanks, collector of customs at Saint Mark’s, Florida; which was 
referred to the Committee on the Judiciary. 

Mr. BLAIR presented the memorial of the New Hampshire Central 
Medical Society, in favor of the erection of a suitable building for the | 
preservation of the medical museum and library of the Army, in Wash- 
ington, District of Columbia, and remonstrating against the separation 
of the mnsuem and library; which was referred to the Committee on 
Public Buildings and Grounds. 

Mr. BUTLER presented a petition of the trustees of the Church Or- 
phanage of Washington, District of Columbia, praying for an appropria- 
tion in aid of the objects of that institution; which was referred to the 
Committee on the District of Columbia. 

REPORTS OF COMMITTEES. 

Mr. JACKSON, from the Committee on Claims, to whom was referred 
the petition of Thomas T. Stratton asking compensation for certain im- | 


| the Senate for some time 


provements made on the United States cireuit and district court rooms 
at Memphis, Tennessee, submitted a report thereon, accompanied by a 
bill (S. 2355) for the relief of Thomas T. Stratton, assignee of W. B 
Waldran. 
The bill was read twice by its title, and the report was ordered to be 
printed. 
BILLS INTRODUCED 


Mr. SHERMAN asked and, by unanimous consent, obtained leave to 
introduce a bill (S. 2356) to authorize the increase of the capital stock 
of the Second National Bank of Xenia, Ohio; which was read twice by 
its title, and, with the accompanying papers, referred to the Committee 
on Finance. 

Mr. INGALLS. [ask leave to introduce a bill, and desire to have it 
read the first time and lie on the table. 

By unanimous consent, leave was granted to introduce a bill (S. 2357) 
to provide for the appointment of a commission to investigate the sub- 
ject of railroad transportation; which was read the first time by its title. 

Mr. ALLISON. I should like to have the bill read in full 

The bill was read at length, as follows: 

Be it enacted, &c., That the President of the United States, by and with the ad 
vice and consent of the Senate, shall appoint seven commissioners from civil life, 
whose duty it shall be to consider and investigate the subject of railroad trans- 
portation in its relation to the agricultural, commercial, and industrial interests 
of the United States. Said commission shall inquire generally into the conditions 
affecting commerce among the States, what grounds of complaint exist against 
railroad corporations resulting from unjust discriminations, exorbitant or un 
equal rates, insufficient facilities for traffic and unlawful combinations, and in 
what manner existing evils can be remedied by legislation. Said commission 
shall report their recommendations and the results of their inquiry to Congress 
not later than the first Monday of December, 1883. 

Src, 2. The first named of said commission shall be president of the board 
Said commissioners shall have power to send for persons and papers, to admin 
ister oaths and examine witnesses, and may in the prosecution of its inquiries 
visit such portions of the country as it may deem advisable. It shall have power 
to appoint and employ a clerk, stenographer, and messenger, who shall be paid 
such reasonable compensation as may be fixed by the Secretary of the Treasury 
Each commissioner shall be paid his actual reasonable expenses, and shall in 
addition thereto receive a compensation of $10 per day while engaged in the per 
formance of his duties; said foregoing compensation and expenses to be audited 
and paid by the Secretary of the Treasury out ofany money in the Treasury not 
otherwise appropriated. 


The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The bill will lie on the table at the 
request of the Senator from Kansas. 

Mr. ALLISON asked and, by unanimous consent, obtained leave to 
introduce a bill (S. 2358) to amend the act entitled ‘An act to authorize 
the construction of a ponton wagon-bridge across the Mississippi River 
at or near the city of Dubuque, in the State of Iowa;’? which was read 
twice by its title, and, with the accompanying papers, referred to the 
Committee on Commerce. 

Mr. SAWYER asked and, by unanimous consent, obtained leave to 
introduce a bill (S. 2359) granting an increase of pension to Edward FE. 
Eno; which was read twice by its title, and, with the accompanying 
paper, referred to the Committee on Pensions. 

Mr. HOAR asked and, by unanimous consent, obtained leave to intro 
duce a bill (8S. 2360) concerning Federal elections; which was read twice 
by its title. 

Mr. HOAR. | introduce the bill by request without having read it 
I believe I know its object, which 1 am inclined to think reasonable and 
for the public interest, but I do not know its details. 
ence to the Committee on Privileges and Elections. 

The motion was agreed to. 

Mr. JACKSON asked and, by unanimous consent, obtained leave to 
introduce a joint resolution (S. R. 124) authorizing the Secretary of War 
to loan tents to the board of directors of the national military competi 
tivedrill to be held at Nashville, Tennessee, in May, 1883; which was read 


I move its refer- 


| twice by its title, and referred to the Committee on Military Affairs 


ORDER OF BUSINESS. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. If there be no further morning busi 
ness the Calender is the order until 2 o'clock. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. I wish to ask the Senate to take up this morning 
and dispose of the bill reported two or three days ago from the Commit 
tee on the Judiciary, Senate bill 2238, making further provision regard 
ing the condition of things in the Territory of Utah, and | move, in order 
to get the consent of the Senate if I can, to postpone the Calendar for that 
purpose. I may say 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. Possibly by unanimous consent the 
Calendar may be postponed for that purpose without a formal motion 

Mr. ALLISON. I suggest to the Senator from Vermont to ask for 





| unanimous consent to take up the bill 


Mr. EDMUNDS. Very well. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. Is there unanimous consent to taking 
up the bill indicated by the Senator from Vermont? 

Mr. PLUMB. I will consent, so far as lam concerned, if it does not 
displace the Calendar for theentire morning. There are other subjects 
of great importance, and there are matters, in which I have an interest for 
my convenience, which I have been trying to bring to the attention ot 
[ can not afford to yield permanently for 
that or any other bill 

Mr. GEORGE. | thought the understanding was that this morning 
the bill to enlarge the powers and dutiesof the Department of Agricult 
ure was to be taken up and acted upon, 
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The PRESIDENT pro tempore. There was no understanding about 
it; but the bill is on the Calendar, and the Senator from Vermont asks 
unanimous consent to consider another bill. If there is objection, of 
course it can not be done. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. I cap move it, then, sir. 

The PRESIDENT protempore. The Senator from Vermont moves to 
postpone the Calendar—for how long? 

Mr. VEST. I do not intend to object, but I want to ask a question. 
I thought the understanding was that we were to take up unobjected 
House bills on the Calendar until we had disposed of them. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. That was the order yesterday; but 
the Senator from Vermont moves to postpone the Calendar with the view 
of taking up the bill indicated by him, because there is objection to 
taking it up by unanimous consent. 

Mr. EDMUNDs. I wish to have it understood that I do not propose 
to interfere with the private bills, but my motive is to get this bill of 
public importance about further legislation regarding the polygamy 
business to the attention of the Senate. If the Senate does not think 
it of sufficient consequence to take it up now, very well; my duty will 
be done; that is all. I do not wish to disturb anybody else. 

Mr. VEST. I simply want to say—and I suppose I am only situated 
as a good many other Senators—that I have a bill which I consider of 
very great importance that I should like to have considered. A great 
many of us are in the same position. That is all I desire to say about 
it. I shall not object to taking up the Utah bill. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The Senator from Kansas [Mr. 
PLUMB] objects. Does the Senator from Vermont move to postpone the 
Calendar until to-morrow ? 

Mr. EDMUNDS. I simply move to postpone it, the effect of which 
will be that it can come up again whenever the Senate wills. That 
will be the technical motion, I suppose. We all know what that means. 
It does not mean to-morrow, either. 

Mr. PLUMB. It seems to me that bills which have been a long time 
on the Calendar ought to have some chance in this wrestle. While I 
have no doubt of the very great importance to the people of Utah of that 
bill, at the same time there are bills here of importance to the people 
who live this side of Utah and the other side of Utah, in whom I have 
as much interest as I have in them. I think the bills that come on the 
Calendar at this late day, unless they are without objection, not involv- 
ing a serious discussion, ought at least to yield some portion of the 
morning hour for those bills which have been waiting hopefully and ex- 
pectantly when they may be reached in the ordinary way without press- 
ing the Senate for special favors. I therefore hope the Utah bill will 
not be taken up now. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. I do not ask anything as a fitvor, simply as a 
duty. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The question is on the motion of the 
Senator from Vermont to postpone the Calendar. [Putting the ques- 
tion.] The noes seem to have it. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. Let us have the yeas and nays, and my duty will 
have been finished about it. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 

Mr. GEORGE. Mr. President, I do not wish to be understood, in 
the vote I shall give against the motion of the Senator from Vermont, 
that I am opposed to the bill which he moves, but there is another bill 
on the Calendar, a bill which passed the House of Representatives early 
last session with only seven dissenting votes, for the purpose of enlarg- 
ing the powers and duties of the Department of Agriculture. That 
bill was referred to the Committee on Agriculture of this body at the 
last session, was very carefully considered, some amendments made to 
it, and it was reported to this body. I think that bill ought to be taken 
up and considered; and it is because I think that bill is more important 
than the bill referred to by the Senator from Vermont that I shall vote 
against his motion. 

Mr. BLAIR. As the Senator from Vermont has called for the yeas 
and nays, I wish to state one or two reasons why I am opposed to his 
motion. 

The matter of polygamy in Utah isa profound problem. Iam in 
favor of the legislation which has been enacted by the present Congress 
for the purpose of its removal; but nevertheless I believe it to be the 
general sentiment of those most conversant with this evil and the effect 
it has upon that and other Territories, that there is no way of effecting 
its permanent removal but by educating the children of the common 
people. The education of the children of Utah and the adjoining Ter- 
ritories is now largely under the management of those who are interested 
in the perpetuity of this peculiar institution. 

In Senate bill 151, which has been postponed to make room for a little 
industrial legislation touching the pockets of the people of this country, 
there are provisions aimed directly, and having the recognition and ap- 
proval of those interested really in the cause of education and in the 
removal of polygamy in the Territories. That bill, I think, ought to 
be considered by the Senate, especially if the Senate is in earnest in un- 
dertaking to effect a permanent removal of the evil. 

Therefore, I am opposed to the postponement of a radical and im- 
portant measure for the extirpation of polygamy in favor of a bill 
which is but a supplement to one already in operation, and which I un- 
derstand further raises for the consideration of the Senate and the coun- 





try at this time the great and growing issue of woman suffrage. No 
bill can go through the Senate readily aimed directly at the principle 
of female suffrage, aimed at measures sanctioning and imparting this 
great right of one-half the people of America. No one can bring for- 
ward a bill probably leading to the consideration of that question and 
expect to get it through in less time than will be consumed in the re- 
vision of the tariff. 

Therefore I feel, as a friend of education and a foe of polygamy, the 
necessity of voting against the Senator’s motion. 

Mr. COCKRELL. Do I understand the Senator from New Hamp- 
shire to say that the bill of the Senator from Vermont is in opposition to 
female suffrage? 

Mr. BLAIR. I understood him to sayso. I have not read the bill, 
but I understand there is a provision in the bill to that effect. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. I did not say that it was in opposition to female 
suffrage. 

Mr. BLAIR. I understood the Senator to say in a side-bar manner 
that the bill provides for relieving the women of Utah of the privilege 
or duty of voting, whichever way the case may be put. That will prob- 
ably lead to some discussion. 

Mr. BARROW. Some of us are under the impression that when the 
Senate proceeded to the consideration of executive business on yester- 
day there was an understanding that House bill 4757, to exclude the 
public lands in Alabama from the operation of the laws relating to 
mineral lands, by unanimous consent at that time should be the untin- 
ished business for the morning hourthis morning. In connection with 
the motion of the Senator from Vermont, I should like to call his atten- 
tion to what transpired at the time I refer to on yesterday with regard 
to that bill. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. Ido not wish to occupy time in this discussion, 
but it is right to say to my friend from Georgia I did not suppose there 
was an understanding that that particular billshould be proceeded with, 
but that it should stand where when the Calendar was next taken up 
it would be the thing to be done. That I agree to now, and I am only 
discharging what I think to be a public duty on behalf of the Judiciary 
Committee to call the attention of the Senate to this Senate bill (which 
of course will take longer to become a law, if it ever does, than a House 
bill which is already here), to the importance of making further pro- 
visions in regard to the question of polygamy in Utah. If the Senate 
does not think it of sufficient importance to take it up, then the duty of 
the committee will have been discharged, and we shall have nothing 
further to say. I thought it right to submit it to the Senate and sec 
whether they were willing to do it or not. 

Mr. BARROW. So far as I am concerned I heartily concur in what 
the Senator from Vermont says in regard to the importance of the bill 
in his care; but I call his attention to the understanding of yesterday 
as printed in the REcorD in regard to the matter I referred to. The 
Senator from Alabama [Mr. MorGAN] and the Senator from Vermont 
(Mr. EDMUNDs] are reported as follows: 

Mr. Moraay, I should like very much if the Senate would allow this bill to be 


considered by unanimous consent as the unfinished business for the morning 
hour to-morrow. 


Mr. EpMUNDS. It will be, as it is now really 2 o'clock. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. That is so; it is the unfinished business. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. Was not that another bill? 

Mr. BARROW. Yes; it was the bill relating to the public lands in 


labama. 

Mr. COCKRELL. If the motion of the Senator from Vermont pre- 
vails, as soon as his bill is disposed of then this other matter will come 
up on the Calendar. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. That is what it is; it is the unfinished business on 
the Calendar. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The Secretary will call the roll on 

ing to the motion of the Senator from Vermont. 

The question being taken by yeas and nays, resulted—yeas 26, nays 
29; as follows: 


YEAS—26. 
Allison, Davis of Illinois, Ingalls, Platt, 
Anthony, Edmunds, Jones of Nevada, Rollins, 
Cameron of Pa., Frye, Kellogg, Sawyer, 
Cameron of Wis., Garland, . Sherman, 
ae er Ha M a Voorhees. 
‘ n, Miller of N. Y., 
Conger, Hawley, Morrid, 
NAYS—29, 

Barrow, Davis of W. Va., Jonas, Saulsbury, 
Beck, wes, : Slater, 
Blair, George, Maxey, Vance, 
Brown, Grover, Morgan, Vest, 
Butler, Hampton, Pendleton, Walker. 

1, Hoar, Plumb, 
Camden, Jackson, Pugh, 
Coke, Johnston, Ransom, 

ABSENT—21. 
drich, Groome, McPherson, Van Wyck, 

~ % Williams, 

r, Hill, Miller of Cal., Windom. 
Farley, Jones of Florida, Mitchell, 

4 a. Saunders, 

Gorman. MeMillan, Sewell, 


So the motion was not agreed to. 
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WILLIAM BOWEN. 


Mr. ALLISON. I desire to enter a motion to reconsider the vote by 
which the House bill 1768 was indefinitely postponed yesterday. Ido 
not care to take it up now. 

Mr. INGALLS. What is the title of the bill? 

Mr. ALLISON. A bill for the relief of William Bowen. I move to 
reconsider the vote by which the bill was indefinitely postponed. 

Mr. COCKRELL. We had that fully discussed; I shall object to the 
motion to reconsider. 

Mr. ALLISON. I move a reconsideration. 

Mr. COCKRELL. Let the motion be entered. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The motion to reconsider will be en- 


tered. ' 
Mr. ALLISON. That is what I ask. 
ORDER OF BUSINESS. 


The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The first bill on the Calendar, by 
agreement yesterday, is the bill (H. R. 4757) to exclude the public lands 
in Alabama from the operation of the laws relating to mineral lands. 

Mr. JONES, of Nevada. I move toset aside the Calendar, with the 
object of making a motion to take up the bill (S. 1683) for the relief 
of Ben Holladay. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The Senator from Nevada moves to 

tpone the Calendar with a view to take up the bill for the relief of 
Ben Holladay. He has a right to make that motion now, because busi- 
ness has intervened since the last motion to postpone. 

Mr. PLUMB. It is known that I am opposed to the passage of that 
bill, but I have not recently opposed any factious objection to its con- 
sideration. We have had a good deal said here about the propriety of 
doing some public business; we have a tariff bill and we have a variety 
of bills on the Calendar that affect large portions of the people of the 
United States. The Senator from Iowa [Mr. ALLISON] made a some- 
what practical remark yesterday in regard to a certain class of claimants, 
that as they had waited sixteen years they could wait another day. 
Hereisa claim which waited ten or twelve years before it was presented 
at all, and while it has been pending four or five years, I do not think 
it will hurt it any to go.over to nextsession. It might as well be under- 
stood now that for the rest of this session, in regard to private claims 
other than pension claims, there will be some account to be rendered 
about a variety of claims that come before the Senate between now and 
its adjournment. 

Mr. JONES, of Nevada. We hear again, sir, the stereotyped argu- 
ment about the necessity of paying attention to public bills. I do not 
know any bill before this body more public than this bill is. The 
claimant herein could afford very well to have this postponed, but the 
Government of the United States can not afford to postpone doing justice 
to its citizens from year to year on the claim that the bill isa private bill. 

If this bill is an old bill and has been knocking at the doors of this 
body for a hearing for years, it is not the fault of the party to whom 
the money is due; it is the fault of Senators here. If this gentle- 
man were a Japanese, or if he were a foreigner of any description, he 
might get a hearing, perhaps, and have the measure called a public one; 
but I am at a loss to know why it is not one of the most public of all 
measures for the Government of the United States to pay what it owes 
to its own citizens. ; 

The bill comes here with a unanimous report of one of the standing 
committees of this body that this bill is justly due from the United 
States to this party; and, sir, I do not think any more heroic or any 
juster expression was put into the mouth of Richelieu by Bulwer than 
when he made him say: 

For justice 
All place a temple, and all season, summer. 

_ T hope this bill will no longer be postponed, and I hope that that jus- 
tice which a few of us claim to be due to this claimant will be rendered 
— bah eater ible time. 

- The IDENT protempore. The question is on the motion to post- 
pone the Calendar. oe Peay ‘ a 

Mr. MORRILL. Mr. President, I deny that this claimant is not in 
fault in not presenting his claim at an earlier period. He was a con- 
traetor in 1862 and for years afterward, and stole a march upon the Gov- 
ernment by taking testimony at that time that he presents now to a 
committee of this body, and proposes to use that testimony in behalf of 
this claim—testimony taken entirely ex parte out of four hundred and 
fifty men employed by him, seizing upon the testimony of twenty-five 
and taking their affidavits in 1862, and never moving in Congress for 
years and years afterward in the way of asking any claim or reimburse- 
ment for losses sustained. 

And yet, Mr. President, this claim was presented at that time upon 
& petition and acted upon by the House and sent here, he calculating 
then only the amount of grain and hay taken by the Government of the 
United States. Does anybody suppose that any officer of the Govern- 
ment of the United States ever took any grain or hay or provender of 
= a en giving a receipt for it, for which he has not already 

18 pay 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The merits of the bill are not open 

to discussion on this im " 


XIV——73 











Mr. MORRILL. Iam only speaking as to the delinquency of this 
party in not presenting hisclaim. Then, after this time—— 

Mr. CAMERON, of Wisconsin. Will the Senatorallow mea moment? 

Mr. MORRILL. Yes, sir. 

Mr. CAMERON, of Wisconsin. The Senator first denounces this 
claimant for not presenting his claim in time. He states that he took 
testimony in 1862, and in the next breath he says that at that time he 
presented the claim to the House of Representatives. 

Mr. MORRILL. No, not for years afterward. 

Mr. CAMERON, of Wisconsin. He presented it in 1366 

Mr. MORRILL. That is what I say 

Mr. CAMERON, of Wisconsin. He 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. 
being on the merits of the bill. 

Mr. CAMERON, of Wisconsin. [am aware that it is not in order. 
Certainly the remarks of the Senator from Vermont are out of order. 

Mr. MORRILL. Then, Mr. President, to show that this man is in 
fault in not presenting his claim, he did not present it again until six 
years afterward. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. But that siy! 
order strictly. 

Mr. MORRILL. All I ean say is that this claim can not go through 
here without a full debate and disclosure of all the facts in the case. 
The chairman of the committee, who made the report in the House, is 
not here this morning. I do not think it ought to come up during his 
absence. 

Mr. JONES, of Nevada. Mr. President, the Senator from Vermont 
tells us that this claim can not gothrough here without a fall discussion 
and a full disclosure of all the facts in the case, and yet he persistently 
votes that those disclosures shall not be made and those tacts shall not 
be brought to light. All we ask him to do is to bring the case up so 
that those facts ean be presented and those disclosures made. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. 
pone the Calendar. 

Mr. COCKRELL. It is now near 1 o'clock, and it is very manifest 
that we can not dispose of this measure in this morning hour. The 
motion is now pending to take it up. It is known to the Senate well 
that we have executive business that will probably consume the rest of 
the entire day. Therefore, while this motion is pending, I move that 
the Senate proceed to the consideration of executive business, leaving 
this as the pending motion 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The Senator from Missouri moves 
that the Senate proceed to the consideration of executive business. : 

The motion was not agreed to; there being on a division—ayes 22, 
noes 25. 

The PRESIDENT pro taapore. 
to postpone the Calendar. 
have it. 

Mr. JONES, of Nevada, called for the yeas and nays, and they were 
ordered. 

Mr. DAVIS, of West Virginia. Yesterday morning the Senator from 
Kansas [Mr. PLUMB] desired to take up a bill in which he is very much 
interested, and he wished, as I understood, to make some remarks upon 
it. At my suggestion he allowed the Senate then to go on with the 
Calendar, with the understanding that this morning he would call up 
that bill. So J feel bound, and I think the Senate is somewhat so, to 
hear the Senator from Kansas as he wishes to call up a particular bill, 
he having been absent when the bill was reached in its regular order on 
the Calendar. 

The Principal Legislative Clerk proceeded to call the roll. 

Mr. JACKSON (when Mr. HARRIS’S name was called). 1 announce 
for the day the pair of my colleague [Mr. HARRIS] with the Senator 
from Michigan [Mr. Ferry ]. 

Mr. JOHNSTON (when his name was called). On this particular 
question I am paired with the Senator from Massachusetts [ Mr. Hoar]. 

Mr. CALL (when the name of Mr. JoNEs, of Florida, was called). 
My colleague [ Mr. JONES] is absent on account of sickness. If he were 
here, I understand he would vote ‘‘yea.’’ He is paired with the Sena- 
tor from Delaware [Mr. SAULSBURY ]. 

Mr. SAULSBURY (when his name was called 
the Senator from Florida [Mr. Jones]. 

The roll-call having been concluded, the result was announced—yeas 
28, nays 26; as follows: 


He claimed— 
Chis debate is not in order at all, 


f debate is not im 


The question ison the motion to post- 


The question reeurs on the motion 
| Putting the question.|] The noes seem to 


Tam paired with 


YEAS—23 
Allison, Dawes, Jones of Nevada Platt, 
Anthony, Frye, Kellogg, Rollins, 
Call, Garland, Lamar, Sawyer, 
Cameron of Pa., Hawley, Lapham, Sherman, 
Cameron of Wis., Hill, Logan, Voorhees, 
Chilcott, Ingalls, MebDill, Walker, 
Conger, Jackson, Miller of N. Y., Williams. 
NAYS—26. 
Barrow, Coke, Harrison, Pugh, 
Beck, Davis of Lll., Jonas, tansom, 
Blair, Davis of W. Va., Maxey, Slater, 
Brown, Edmunds, Morgan, Vance, 
Butler, George, Morrill, Vest. 
Camden, Gorman, Pendleton, 
Cockrell, Hampton, Plumb, 
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ABSENT—22. 

Mirich Grever, MeMillan, Saunders, 
~ i Hale, McPherson, Sewell 
_— Harris, Mahone, Van Wyck, 
Farley, Hoar, Miller of Cal., Windom. 
Merry, Johnston, Mitchell, 

Groome, Jones of Florida, Saulsbury, 


So the motion was agreed to. 

Mr. JONES, of Nevada. I move to take up the Holladay bill. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The Senator from Nevada moves to 
take up the bill (S. 1683) for the relief of Ben Holladay. 

Mr. PLUMB. I object to it, and I object to it for the purpose of 
moving, now that the Calendar has been postponed, to take up House 
bill No. 4429, to enlarge the powers and duties of the Department of 
Agriculture. Il want to test the sense of the Senate in regard to the 
relative importance of these two measures. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The motion of the Senator from Ne- 
vada can not be amended by a motion to take up another bill. If this 
motion is voteddown the Senator from Kansas can then make his motion. 

Mr. PLUMB. I object to the motion for the purpose of moving, if 
it shall be rejected, to take up the bill I have indicated. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. ‘The question is on the motion of the 
Senator from Nevada. 

Mr. PLUMB called for the yeas and nays, and they were ordered and 
taken. 7 

Mr. GEORGE (after having voted in the negative). It has just come 
to my mind that I am paired on this question with the Senator from 
Nevada [Mr. Farr]. I therefore withdraw my vote. 


Mr. ALLISON (after having voted in the aflirmative). I forgot for 


the moment that I was paired on this question with the Senator from_ 


Delaware [Mr. BAYARD]. I withdraw my vote. 
The result was announced—yeas 29, nays 24; as follows: 


YEAS—29. 
Anthony, Conger, Jackson, Rollins, 
Harrow, Dawes, Jones of Nevada, Sawyer, 
Blair, Frye, Kellogg, Voorhees, 
Call, Garland, Laphan, Walker, 
Camden, Hawley, I Williams. 
Cumeron of Pa., Hill, MeDili, 
Cameron of Wis., Hoar, Miller of N. Y., 
Chiloott, I » % 

NAYS—2. 
Aldrich, Davis of Tll., Johnston, Plumb, 
Beck, Davis of W. Va., Jonas, Pugh, 
Brown, Bdmunds, Maxey, Ransoan, 
ltatler, Gorman, Morgan, Slater, 
Cockrell, Hampton, Morrill, Vance, 
Coke, llarrison, Pendleton, Vest. 

ABSENT—23. 

Allison, Groome, MeMillan, Saunders, 
Bayard, Grover, McPherson, Sewell, 
Yair, Hlale, Mahone, Sherman, 
Purley, Harris, Miller of Cal., Van Wyck, 
Ferry, Jones of Florida, Mitchell, Windom. 
George, Lamar, Saulsbury, 


Sothe motion was agreed to. 
BEN HOLLADAY. 


Mr. PLUMB. I now move to substitute for that bill House bill No. 
4129, to enlarge the powers and duties of the Department of Agriculture. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. Letushearthe substitute read. The Senatorfrom 
Kansas moves to strike out all after the enacting clause and insert this. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The bill (8. 1683) for the relief of 
Ben Holladay is before the Senate as in Committee of the Whole. 

Mr. PLUMB. I now make the motion—— 

Mr. COCKRELL. Let the bill be read. 

Mr. BUTLER. May I inquire of the Senator from Kansas what the 
object of his bill is? 

Mr. EDMUNDS. That will be read as an amendment. We shall 
kear it in a minute. 

Mr. BUTLER. I should like the Senator from Kansas to state his 
abject. 

Mr. VLUMB. My object is to displace the consideration of the pend- 
ing bill in order that the Senate may proceed to consider House bill No. 


4429, 
Mr. BUTLER. What is that bill? 

Mr. PLUMB. To enlarge the powers and duties of the Department 
of Agriculture. 
Mr. BUTLER. Doesit come from the Committee on Agriculture ? 

Mr. PLUMB. It comes from the Committee on Agriculture and isa 
House bill. 

Mr. HOAR. Is that in order? 

The PRESIDENT pro It is not. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. It is in order to move to amend. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The pending bill will be read. 
ss are Secretary read the bill (8. 1683) for the relief of Ben 

0 y. 

Mr. PLUMB. _I now move to strike out all after the enacting clause 
and insert what I send to the desk, and I ask that it be read. 





The ACTING SECRETARY. 
enacting clause and to insert: 


That the Department of Agriculture, established at the seat of Government of 
the United States, shall be an Executive Department, under the supervision and 
control of a secretary of agriculture, who shall be versed in the science and 
practice of agriculture, appointed by the President, by and with the advice and 
consent of the Senate, and who, in addition to his other duties, shall be 
with the collection and dissemination of information concerning the cultural 
commercial, manufacturing, mining, an er industrial interests of the United 
States; and section 158 of the Revised S is hereby amended to include such 
department, and the provisions of title 4 e Rev Statutes are hereby made 
applicable to said department, 

See, 2. That there shall be in said department an assistant secretary of agri- 
culture, who shall be a practical agriculturist, to be appointed by the Presi- 
dent, by and with the advice and consent of the Senate, and who shall perform 
such duties as may be required by law or prescribed by the ponte ey 

Sec. 3. That forthe purpose of collecting all important and useful information 
concerning agriculture, and also concerning those scientific matters and indus- 
trial pursuits which relate to and are connected with agriculture, and for the 
purpose of encouraging the development of the national resources, increasing the 
value of the national domain, and ascertaining the fertilizers, implements, build- 
ings, varieties of seeds, vines, plants, fruits, and crops best adapted to the several 
sections of the country, and developing suitable rural work for women and 
children, and enabling the secretary to co-operate with the agricultural colleges 
in the several States in the making of experiments in testing the value and qual- 
ities of plants, seeds, soils, and fertilizers in their respective localities, the divis- 
ions of botany, entomology, chemistry, forestry, statistics, horticulture, micro- 
scopy, and seed distribution now provided for and existing in said Department 
of p +A ete are continued, and the following additional divisions are hereby 
created, namely: 

First. A division of geology, whose duty it shall be to institute such investiga- 
tions and collect such information, facts, and statistics relative to the mines and 
mining and the resources and capabilities of the public lands of the United States 
as may be deemed of value and importance; and for the purpose of poy 
organizing this division, the commission known as the logical Survey, wit 
all its powers, duties, and provisions, together with all officers, clerks, employés, 
and agents as at pr t established, andall instruments, records, books, papers, 
= other property thereof, is hereby transferred to the said department of agri- 
culture, 

Second, A division of animal industry to be in charge of a com 
inary surgeon, whoshall be appointed by the , and who shall investigate 
and report upon the number, value, and condition of the domestic animals of 
the United States; their protection, growth, and use ; the causes, prevention or 
cure, and extent of contagious, communicable, or other diseases; and the kinds, 
races, or breeds best adapted to the several sections of the country ; and the salary 
of said surgeon shall be $2,500 per annum. 

Sec. 4. That the chief of the statistical division of said department shall col- 
lect and report the agricultural statistics of the United States; and, in addition, 
all important information or statistics relating to industrial education and agri- 
cultural colleges; to labor and wages in this and other countries; to markets 
and prices; to modes and cost of transporting Itural products and live- 
stock to their final market; to the demand, supply, and prices in foreign mar- 
kets; to the location, number, and products of manufacturing establishments 
of whatever sort, their sources of raw material, methods, markets, and prices; 
to the testing of the textile strength and other liarities of wools and other 
animal fibers, and the ascertaining of the physical properties of cotton, hemp. 
jute, ramie, and other vegetable fibers produ under different conditions of 
climate and culture; to such commercial or other conditions as may affect the 
market value of farm products or the interests of the industrial classes of the 
United States. And the secretary is hereby authorized to make such monthly 
or other reports as he shall deem most effective forthe prompt dissemination of 
such reliable information respecting crops and domestic and foreign markets as 
will be of service to the farmers or other industrialists of the United States; 
and the secretary may exchange the reports, bulletins, and other publications 
of the de ment designed for general circulation with the agricultural, live- 
stock, and all weekly journals published in the United States. 

Sec. 5, That, so far as practicable and consistent with the proper efficiency of 
the service, the officers and employés of the department not appointed by the 
President shall be selected, without reference to their party affiliations, from the 
industrial classes of the various sections of the Union. 

See. 6. That the seeretary of iculture shall hereafter receive the same sal- 
ary as is paid to the Secretary of each of the Executive Departments; and the 
salary of the assistant secretary of agriculture shall be the same as that now paid 
to the Assistant Secretary of the Department of the Interior. 

Sec. 7. That all laws and parts of laws relating to the Department of Agricult- 
ure now in existence, as far as the same are applicable and not in conflict with 
this act, and only so far, are continued fm full force and effect. 


Mr. PLUMB. Mr. President—— 

Mr. WILLIAMS. I make aquestion of order on that. It is clearly 
out of order. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The Chair is of the opinion that no 
question can be raised as to the germaneness of amendments. The 
Senate has long ago decided that the germaneness of an amendment is 
not to be considered except upon appropriation bills. Any bill that 
comes up can be amended by an entirely new bill. If the Chair were 
to decide it as an original question he would decide the other way, be- 
cause he thinks that is the most common-sense way, but the Senate has 
decided otherwise. 

Mr. PLUMB. The misfortune about the amendment which I have 
had the honor tooffer to this bill is thatit only concerns about 30,000,000 
of the people of the United States (for full seven-twelfths of the people 
of the United States are engaged in the pursuits of agriculture), while 
the bill which is before the Senate on the motion of the Senator from 
Nevada is a claim for damages aggregating a pretty large sum, and of 
course as between these two measures there can be no doubt as to which 
ought to have, at least by precedent, the right of way and receive first 
the consideration and the favorable consideration of the Senate. But 
it is for each Senator to di his duty in regard to these measures 
as seems to him fit and proper. I have discharged a portion at least of 
mine in presenting to the Senate and to the country what I think is of 
most importance, and especially at this stage of a short and rapidly dis- 
appearing session of 

It has been here jocularly, but still for all it has a certain 
seriousness about it, that the friends of the Ben Holladay bill would 


It is proposed to strike out all after the 
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consent to this bill to enlarge the powers and duties of the Department 
of Agriculture as an amendment; and as the major carries with it the 
minor, it might be reasonably expected of course that the Ben Holladay 
bill would carry through the agricultural bill. While that was said 
jocularly, it at the same time actually voices the existing tacts on this 
floor as determined by the vote of the Senate. 

Mr. President, this amendment is a bill which concerns, as I said, 
seven-tweliths of the people of the United States, a class of people liv- 
ing scattered over all the broad domain of this country remote usually 
from the sources and seats of power, not in a condition to bring them- 
selves together for consultation or for co-operation rapidly or successfully, 
a class of people having few representatives in this branch or the other 
of Congress—men of intelligence and men of convictions, and yet by 
reason of their calling and their comparative isolation unheard. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. Will the Senator suspend a moment ? 
As a point was raised about the amendment being out of order, the 
Chair will read from page 289 of Jefferson’s Manual: 

Amendments may be made so as totally to alter the nature of the proposition ; 
and it is a way of getting rid of a proposition by making it bear a sense differ- 
ent &om what it was intended by the movers, so that they vote against it them- 
selves. (2 Hats.,79; 4,82, 84.) A new bill may be ingrafted by way ofamendment 
on the words “ Be it enacted,” &c. (1 Grey, 190, 192.) 

The Chair has been informed that in the last hours of a session on a 
bill for a pension a land grant to a railroad was ingrafted and passed. 
The Senator from Kansas will proceed. 

Mr. PLUMB. AsI was proceeding to observe, the people whom this 
amendment which I have proposed concerns, although intelligent, in- 
dutrious, productive, absolutely necessary and more necessary than any 
other class of people in the United States, have had comparatively less 
influence upon its policy than any other class. I do not mean to say that 
they have been legislated against and that the policy of the Government 
has been necessarily and inevitably against their interests, but they have 
not been heard to say as a rule what those interests were, have not been 
permitted, or at least have not been ina condition to impress their views 
and ideas of public affairs or of matters which concern them upon the 
policy of the Government as settled by legislation, or by the practice of 
the Executive Departments. 

If I had been myself preparing this bill I should have made it simply 
a bill to constitute the Commissioner of Agriculture the secretary of 
agriculture, in order to give him a seat in the Cabinet; and for all the 
purposes for which I shall discuss this measure I will diseuss it as 
though that were the full and sole intent and purpose of it. It is true 
that it does to some extent enlarge the functions of the present Depart- 
ment of Agriculture; that it does give to the oflicer who is to be named 
the secretary of agriculture more duties, more opportunities, more re- 
sponsibilities than he has as Commissioner of Agriculture, as he is now 
known and designated by the Jaw; and that is one of those propositions 
which, having been considerably discussed, has been met with some de- 
nunciation and with considerable adverse criticism; and it is an illus- 
tration of the truth of what I said in the remarks I had occasion to 
make upon the civil-service bill, that this Government was run by sub- 
ordinates and not by heads of Departments, that this bill found itself 
in the Treasury Department in some way calling upon the Secretary of 
the Treasury to state whether he thought it should be passed, and that 
he referred that bill to a clerk in his Department, who made a report 
on the subject adverse to it. 

AsI said, that is a very conspicuous illustration of what I stated 
before, to the effect that the subordinates run the Executive Depart- 
ments of the Government. Of course it might be supposed that the 
opinion of a clerk of the Treasury Department or any other Depart- 
ment would be against creating anybody who might outrank him or 
get more salary. I think generally, like Paul, they magnify their own 
office, and consequently they do not want anybody else’s office mag- 
nified in order to prevent the result they seek in magnifying their own. 

Mr. President, the selection of Cabinet ministers might originally 
have been supposed to have been for the purpose of bringing around the 
President persons specially versed in the executive and routine duties 
of the various Departments over which they were to preside; but in 
point of fact such is not now the case. We do not select soldiers for 
Secretaries of War, nor men who are versed in the art of war by its 
practice or by its study. ‘The present Secretary of the Navy I do not 
think would claim, as able a man as he is and as conspicuous an exam- 
ple as he has given of efliciency in the management of that Department, 
that he was specially versed in naval affairs. And soall the way through, 
with possibly the*exception of the Department of Justice, no Cabinet 
minister is selected solely or chiefly because he is versed in the routine 
duties of the Department over which he is to preside; and the country, 
in looking to see whom a new President will surround himself with in 
the shape of Cabinet ministers, looks to the character of the men, to 
their relation to the general politics and interests of the country, a great 
deal more than to the question of their special fitness for the particular 
bureau’s duties that they may be called on to perforn.. 

So we have now and we have had heretofore many men conspicuous 
for their learning, conspicuous for their ability, conspicuous for their 
high standing in the country, called to preside over different Depart- 
ments of the Government solely because the President desired to have 
the counsel of such men, and he could only get it through their inter- 
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vention and help as members of his Cabinet, and by reason of being 
members of his Cabinet authorized to sit at his council-board. 

When the President comes to consider of matters of public policy 
which as the Executive of this nation he is required to consider of and 
to report upon and to act upon, he naturally and inevitably addresses 
himself for advice to those men by whom he has surrounded himself 
He talks with the Secretary of the Treasury about financial matters, 
with the Attorney-General about those matters that concern the ad- 
ministration of justice, with the Secretary of the Interior about public 
lands, and with all of them collectively about those questions which 
concern the administration of the Government which has been devolved 
upon him, and takes their counsel; not simply because they are learned 
in finance or learned in the special routine of their several Departments, 
but more particularly because of their ability to discuss and decide mat- 
ters which affect the general policy of the Government outside of that 
routine which is settled largely by the inferior and subordinate oflicers 
of the Government. 

Here is a class of people, representing, as I said, seven-twelfths of 
the people of the United States, engaged in agriculture. Any finan- 
cial proposition that may be broached, any question of the creation or 
funding of anational debt, the question of the kind and the volume of eur- 
rency, the question of specie payments—all the intricate questions, large 
and small, which have to do with the financial matters of this country, 
rest finally in their ultimate consequences upon this class of people 
We are discussing, for instance, now the tariff question, and the mo 
ment it was announced that it was to be discussed there came to this 
city from all quarters of the country scores of men interested in the va 
rious industries to be affected by the tariff, who came to counsel, came 
to advise, came to cajole, and came to threaten almost, in some cases, 
I have no doubt; and yet I venture to say that not one single man rep 
resenting the great agricultural interest of this country has put in an 
appearance or was heard before the Finance Committee in regard to the 
details or effect of this tariff, and certainly not one single representa 
tive of that great interest was found upon the Tariff Commission which 
prepared the bill substantially that is now before the Senate. 

Mr. President, that does not grow out of a lack of interest; it grows 


out of a lack of facility, a lack of opportunity. The farming interest 
of this country can not focus itself suddenly and at a moment's notice 
upon legislation. Its members can not get together without great ex 


pense, coming from long distances, and unused largely as they are to 
public affairs, clumsily perhaps expressing themselves, but yet at the 
same time they have as deep an instinct, as strong a feeling in regard 
to their own interests as any other class of people in the United States 

It is therefore eminently proper that they should be represented in 
the highest councils of the nation; that when the President comes to 
consider what he will recommend to Congress in regard to taxation 
which falls upon them, some person specially selected because he rep 

resents them, is in harmony with them, who has been in relations with 
them during all his life perhaps, shall be there to say to the President 
that this, that, or the other policy which is proposed or which he in turn 
himself may propose, affects them wisely or unwisely, as the case may 
be; and the President can not make up a message which deals with these 
great questions properly unless he has either of his own knowledge or 
in some other way that information which ought to precede such an im 

portant decision. 

Sir, we talk about funding the publie debt; we talk about the tariff 
upon iron and upon glass and upon all the various articles embraced in 
its different schedules as though they concerned only the manufacturers 
of these articles. Who pays these taxes? When the manutacturer ot 
iron comes to the Senate and says, ‘I can live or I can make a profit. 
if a certain duty is imposed,’’ what is he saying? He is simply saying, 
‘Tf you give me a certain duty you put it in my power to charge over 
that duty as an additional protit on the farmers of the United States;’’ 
and yet the farmers who are to pay these taxes, who are to bear these but 
dens and pay this profit, not only are almost without representation in 
both halls of Congress, but are absolutely without representation in 
the executive department of the Government. They, as I have said, 
have not been heard here at all, while the city is thronged with repre 
sentatives of every interest that is dealt with by the tariff directly. 
While our desks are loaded down day after day with protests, with ex- 
planations, with arguments, printed and sent here by them, there is no 
one to say what the effect of any of these things will be, if adopted, 
upon the people upon whom finally and ultimately the great burdens 
of government must rest. 

It has been said that there were no functions for a minister of agri 
culture to perform; that it was not an Executive Department in the 
sense in which the Interior Department is an Executive Department, o1 
the Department of State, and we have been appealed to to believe that 
this was adesign simply to give office and emolument tosome particnlat 
person; and the present very worthy and capable Commissioner of Ay 
riculture has been reproached for that he himself was back of this bill 
and was guilty of self-seeking in endeavoring to promote its passage 
I want to say in regard to that that it does him great injustice. So 
far as I know, he has not urged the passage of the bill or in any way 
said anything about it, and he has not, unless it may be incidental] 
been advised of its terme. 
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But if the Commissioner of Agriculture is not an executive officer, if 
he is not a person to advise the President, what shall we say about the 
Attorney-General? What has the President himself to dodirectly about 
the administration of justice that he can not be informed concerning 
by sending a note over to the Attorney-General rather than have him 
appear at his table? Similarly of the Secretary of the Treasury. This 
otlicer executes the law in regard to the borrowing of money; he re- 
ceives the money which the people pay for taxes, and he pays it out; 
and if all the President wants is simply technical information in regard 
to the working of that Department, he can get it from the report of the 
Secretary, or send for him on occasion and talk with him about the mat- 
ters in regard to which he desires to inquire. 

But here is an interest that, as I said, represents a majority of all the 
people of the United States. It lies at the foundation of all interests ; 
it is the basis of American independence ; it is an interest which will 
increase in value to the country by just as much as population trenches 
upon production. The time will come when there will be no certainty, 
as now it seems to be taken for granted that the harvest of each year 
will not only yield enough to support all the people, but also a surplus 
to be sent abroad. ‘The experience of last year may serve as a warning. 
As a result of the bad harvest of 1881 we imported large amounts of 
agricultural products, potatoes, cabbage, pease, and beans. 1 was told 
in this city, by a gentleman who is a member of a Chicago commission 
house, that the firm of which he is a member actually bought corn in 
Sicily and shipped it to Chicago. If that was the case last year, with 
only fifty millions of people, with all our great area, with every man 
having suflicient land to work upon, what may it be when these fifty 
millions shall become one hundred millions, and the one hundred mill- 
ions shall become two hundred millions, and men shall be stinted for 
the areas in which they can work upon the soil? We shall need then, 
as a matter concerning the welfare and the well-being not only of the 
individual citizen but the stability of the Government itself, that the 
Government shall give direct attention to the question of production, to 
the question of the supply of food, more than to almost any other ques- 
tion that can be mentioned, 

Suppose the President is considering some question of diplomacy which 
may result in war; at once comes up the question of the ability of the 
country to maintain war. Is ita question of navies or of armies? We 
. know by experience that both of them can be improvised, and on short 
notice. But not so the supplies by means of which armies are to be 
fed. The question of maintaining war may be one of food supply, a 
question of the means not only of raising the food and of the supply on 
hand, but of transporting it as well. That is a question which no one 
could so well aid the President in deciding as some one selected from 
that great class of people posted about it, and upon whose judgment and 
information the President could implicitly rely. 

Speaking of that question of transportation reminds me that we are 
on the threshold of legislative regulation not only by means of the 
action of State Legislatures, but by means of legislation to be passed 
by Congress regulating the rates of fares and freights, and it is a ques- 
tion which can not be very long postponed. It is a question that is 
pressing for determination even now, and no settlement ever will be 
made that will be just, and permanent because just, which does not 
take into special account the interest in that great question of the ag- 
riculturists of the United States, and their relation to it is different 
from that of any other class of people. 

The man who raises a bushel of wheat worth at the nearest railroad 
station 50 cents and which costs another 50 cents to take it to its ultimate 
market is interested in that problem toa far different extent from the man 
who takes a pound of iron worth a quarter of a cent in its crudestate and 
by adding to it laborand skill makes a knife or other implement which, 
when manufactured, is worth fifty times or five hundred times the raw 
material, and the cost of carrying which to its ultimate market is but 
a fraction of the percentage which is required to carry the product of the 
farmer to market. His interest, therefore, is greater than that of any 
other class of people. It ismore permanent and more abiding; it isthe 
interest that ought first to be considered. Not only that, but it ought 
first to be considered in regard to all the other matters which affect the 
relations of this Government to its people, and especially in regard to 
its financial matters. 

We talk about funding the debt, about the payment of pensions, 
about all the concerns of this Government relating to the transactions 
of the Treasury Department, as though they were to be settled and de- 
termined by men in Wall street, men who get their inspiration and 
their interest from their relations to Europe, from their relations to 
men living entirely apart from this people. We look tothose men who 
are simply the money-changers, the men who make money es 
the products of this country for the products of other countries, we 
go to them instead of going to the great producing class to determine 
what the policy of this Government shall be in regard to matters which 
affect all the people in this broad land, and by their decision we appear 
heretofore to have been entirely bound. 

I think the time was long ago when we might have inaugurated 
safely a departurein thisregard. I think the time now has come when 
there is sufficient demand from this classof people to indicate theirown 
views and feelings in regard to it, and when we can afford to recognize 





with some degree of consideration the interest which they have in the 
problems of Government, and accord to them, as lacking representa- 
tion largely elsewhere, the right to be represented at the council board 
of the President in determining matters in which they have a greater 
and deeper and more abiding and more sensitive interest than any other 
class of le. 

And, Mr. President, this is not a new question; it isa question which 
has excited attention recently elsewhere. To those who are accustomed 
to look for examples to England and to France and to foreign countries 
generally, I point to the recent action of the French Republic in this 
same direction. I will send to the desk to be read by the Secretary a 
letter of Gambetta, minister of foreign affairs, addressed to the Presi- 
dent of the Republic of France, transmitting a copy of an act establish- 
ing a ministry of agriculture in that country. I ask the Secretary te 
read it. 

The Principal Legislative Clerk read as follows: 


DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE AND CoMMEROR, 
Paris, November 14, 1881. 

Mx. Presipent: The desire, as well as the necessity to develop more fully all 
the resources of this country made more urgent the wish for an independent 
department of agriculture to represent this great interest in the cabinet. 

Vast improvements and satisfactory results have been gained within the latter 
years, yet the fact remains that the steady growth of internatienal exchanges, as 
well as the direction of home and colonial interests, commercial treaties, &e., 
absorb all the attention of the present minister, and that for this reason the two 
principal interests of the country, agriculture and commerce, can not remain 
much longer as one department, without detriment to both. This fact has in 
most large countries led to the establishment of an independent department ef 
agriculture, as in Germany; in United States of America after the war of seces- 
sion; in Austria after the battle of Sadowa, and finally, quite recently, in Italy. 

With us also it has become an urgent necessity to establish such a department 
to facilitate agriculture and do away with many of the obstacles now hamper- 
ing it, 

At the international convention the insufficient harvest, as well as the dis- 
astrous invasion of phylloxera, were fully discussed, and the assistance of the 
government urged. 

A list was made of the additional branches to be enrolled under the depart- 
ment and annexed to the yearly report. Under this department comes at pres- 
ent practical and theoretic veterinary schools, practical agricultural schoo 
inspection of agriculture and silk culture; the stimulation of agriculture a 
drainage, phylloxera, doryphora, &c.; the breeding of horses and cattle, &c. ; 
mage <4 the establishment and maintenance of a sanitary department, statis- 
ties, &e. 

The pro addition would embrace irrigation, board of public works, drain- 
age, &c. If this bill, which I have the honor of presenting, meet your views, I 
trust you will signify it by affixing your signature. 

Iam, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
LEON GAMBETTA, 
Minister of Foreign Affairs and President of the Cabinet. 





OFFICE OF THE PRESIDENT OF THE REPUBLIC OF FRANOR. 


On the proposition presented by the president of the cabinet and minister of 
foreign affairs— 

Be it enacted : 

Artic.e I. That a department of agriculture be created. 

ARTICLE If, That the minister of agriculture shall have actual charge of all 
matters pertaining to agriculture, such as irrigation, public works, improvemeats 
in culture, water courses, &c., and the forming of contracts with responsible 
parties for such work as he may deem necessary. 

ARTICLE III. The president of the cabinet and minister of foreign affairs is 
hereby authorized to have above orders executed. 

Done at Paris, November 14, 1881. . 

JULES GREVY, 
President Republic of France. 
Lton GAMBETTA, 
President 


y Cabinet and Minister of Foreign Affairs. 


Mr. PLUMB. It will be observed that in the first paragraph of thas 
letter Gambetta ially of the necessity of creating a minister 
of agriculture, to be a member of the cabinet. That is the special 
point to which I wish to direct attention in this connection. 

Of course there is this difference between the situation in France and 
in this country: There are ‘there no intermediate governments, suchas 
we know as State governments here; but we have had, by reason of the 
war, by reason of the great aggregation of population and wealth oa 
this continent, by reason of great community of interests which 
has come from the development of our means of internal ¢ransporta- 
tion, to have functions for the General Government to perform in rela- 
tion to the general welfare of the people which were entirely unknown 
twenty-five years ago. . 

It is safe to say that we shall go on with a constantly accelerating 
ratio in this direction, and it will @ more and more from year to 
year a part of the obligation of the General Government to consider all 


those matters which relate to the welfare of the le, and there 
is no way in which it can reach the great mass of the le, to be ad- 
vised of their wishes and of their interests, and to them so well 
as by having 


pr remeteteet formed yaad le and efficient rep- 
resentative of that great class of which I have spoken. ; 
The question of transportation to which I have alluded is one of in- 
creasing itude. By judicial decisions from time to time the rela- 
tions of the General Government to this question have been defined. 
We know now that all matters of transportation crossing the boundaries 
of States are within the exclusive purview of the national authority. 
Statistics must be ered, policies and must be formulated, 
and in every way foundations laid for the intervention and for the 
control on the part of the General Government of the greet. system of 
transportation, the necessity for which grows constantly with the ne- 
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cessity for its use, because, Mr. President, the railroad is as much a ne- 
eessity of modern civilization as light and air, and this emphasizes and 
makes necessary the intervention of the Government to see that it is | 
not misused and that so far as possible it shall be beneticently used for 
the benefit of the entire people. 

I have in my hand a dispatch which was published in the New York 
papers on the 23d of last month, and which I will read as I copied it 
from a paper in which it was published: 


Lonpbon, December 22. 
The Country Gentleman's Sporting Gazette and Agricultural Journal states 
that arrangements for the creation of a ministry of agriculture are almost com- 
lete. The Right Honorable Joseph Chamberlain will be made first minister, and 
bir Charles Dilke will succeed Mr. Chamberlain as president of the board of 
trade. 

It will thus be seen that in the two great countries of the world out- 
side of the United States, Great Britain and France, this question has 
received recent and practical attention. Now, what is the agriculture 
of France or the agriculture of Great Britain as compared with that of 
the United States? Itisasamole-hilltoamountain. In bothcountries 
perhaps it has already come to its maximum, while in the United States 
we are only on the threshold of its development; and while we are on 
its threshold only we must remember that by reason of its character 
fhe question of profit and loss is brought into a very small compass. 

The question of 10 per cent. added to or detracted from the value of 
the agricultural products of the United States is the difference between 
distress and opulence to the men who produce them; and by reason of 
that narrow margin, by reason of the great consequences that depend 
from day to day and from year to year, affecting the independence and 
the well-being of the people upon that margin, it ought to be the first 
and chiefest care of the Government representing the people to see that 
everything is done that can be done to not only contribute safety to that 
interest but profit as well. 

Mr. President, at this time, when it seems that there is a general | 
recognition of the fact that the people have been more or less discon- 
tented with the management of affairs, that there has come a necessity 
for a change of front, for new legislation, for the reorganization of pol- 
icies and plans and the substitution of new, it seems to me that we can 
not do a wiser thing, a more sensible thing, and at the same time a more 
gracious thing, than to recognize the interests of this great and important 
class of the community by putting one of their number and some one 
who is to represent them in a place where his counsel and his advice in | 
their behalf can be heeded and can be felt, not only in legislation but in 
policies to be formulated by the Executive which ultimately must bear 
good or ill fruit to them more than to any other persons or class of per- | 
sons under the flag. 

All things are comparative. It is well enough, of course, that we 
should decide some time, I suppose, whether Ben Holladay is entitled to | 
half a million of dollars out of the Treasury or not. I have no doubt 
that the suggestion which I make now will probably accelerate the dis- 
position and will probably aid in the passage of that bill. It is the thet, | 
that there are probably a thousand other men in the United States who 
have claims of precisely the same character, who are waiting with a 
greedy expectancy for this bill to pass, so that if there is any fear that | 

| 





we shall be out of business we can make pertectly sure of plenty to do 
of that kind during the next six or seven years by simply passing this 
bill and letting loose upon us the hordes of other claimants whose stage 
stations have been destroyed all the way trom the Mississippi to the 
Pacific, and whose horses have been run off, and whose riders have been 
killed by Indians, and who are only waiting to see what account and 
gauge we shall take of this bill in order to prepare their claims to present 
them for payment out of the public Treasury. 

But, Mr. President, seriously, in this middle of a session whichis to 
close by law on the night of the 3d March, with tifty millions of people 
looking with expectancy as to what we shall do, it is proposed to dis- | 
place all the legislation which has been prepared during a long and | 
almost fruitless session and which is now upon our Calendar, and the 
tariff bill and everything else, in order that this claim, which has been 
discussed and rediscussed, which hung up in the pockets of its proprietor 
for eight or ten years before it was presented at all, and thus every- 
thing which is of concern to the great mass of the people shall be held | 
to wait until this claimant can be heard and his claim can be disposed 
of. It seems to me that this is belittling the dignity of legislation; it | 
is trifling with the duties of the hour; it is paltering with the responsi- 
bilities which we are laboring under and which we have led the countrys 
to believe we would properly respond to. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr. GARLAND in the chair). 


The | 
question is on the amendment offered by the Senator from Kansas as a 
substitute. | 

Mr. WILLIAMS. Mr. President, as one of the very few practical | 
farmers upon the floor of the Senate, I must say that I concur with the 
Senator from Kansas in all that he said in regard to the bill which he | 
offers as a substitute. I thank him not only upon my own motion, but | 
I thank him for millions of the horny-handed constituency behind us. | 
I believe he is a banker and a lawyer, and I am glad to hear so much 
from that source. | 

Mr. PLUMB. And a farmer, too. 

Mr. WILLIAMS. You add that to your other qualifications for Sen- | 


| by the friends of this measure 


| farmers have occupied as compared with the farm 


ator. I would goas far as he or anybody else in advancing the interests 
of the agriculturists of the country, tor [am one myself. Lam in tavor 
of his bill when it comes up properly; but Iam not in favor of taking 
it up now, throwing out the bill we have just agreed to take up and to 
consider, the bill for the relief of Ben Holladay, a bill that has been 
before Congress for sixteen years, an honest and just claim which has 
been pressed upon us now for sixteen years, and which at the last session 
had a special day set for it at this session but was crowded out by other 
business. Now that the Senate has decided to take it up I am opposext 
to substituting any other proposition for it, and I am against the motion 
of the Senator from Kansas, though I heartily concur with him in the 
principle and purpose of the bill he proposes to substitute. 

Let me say to him that he is not rendering any benefit to, he is not 
helping the agricultural bill any by pressing it inthis way. Here isa 
meritorious claim for services rendered and losses sustained by an Amer- 
ican citizen in the most perilous period of the country’s history, aman 
who has rendered great service to his country, and tor sixteen long years 
he has been appealing to the Congress of the United States for justice. 
At least let us give him a trial. 

Mr. GEORGE. Mr. President, the motion now made brings before 
the consideration of the Senate the bill reported by the Committee on 
Agriculture to enlarge the powers and duties of the Department of Agri- 
culture. Upon that bill I desire to submit some observations to the 
Senate. 

The measure under consideration is, in my judgment, an important 
one, and should receive the sanction of this body. It has already passed 
the other House, with only seven dissenting votes. It has been con- 
sidered carefully by the Committee on Agriculture, and is approved by 
them as amended. 

I give my hearty assent to the proposition contained in the bill to make 
the Department of Agriculture an Executive Department. I believe also 
that the farmers throughout the Union favor it. The measure meets 
the approbation of my judgment. Very early in the last session I pre- 
sented a bill on this subject, which had been prepared with great care 
and sound judgment by my colleague in the other House [| Mr. Money ]. 
That bill F like better than I do the bill passed by the House and now 
under consideration here. That bill was considered by the Committee 
on Agriculture, and after some amendments, which I think added to 


| its value, I was directed to report it to the Senate, but without any 


recommendation, each member of the committee being free to oppose it 
or not, as he should sce proper. 

Under these circumstances [did not feel at liberty to call it up or at 
tempt to call it up for the action of the Senate. | had no assurance of 
its success; and so I waited till the time should come when the com- 
mittee would be unanimous or nearly so in support of a bill on this 
subject. That time has come now. And though I deem the bill less 
pertect, less efficient, than the one reported by me, | cheerfully support 
it. The interests involved are too great, the necessity for action too 
urgent, to allow of a division about details among those who agree in 
the main upon the measure. [ shall not refuse the half loaf because 
I think the whole is due. 

[shall not repeat here the many just and convincing arguments made 
in the other House, and which secured 
its passage there with almost absolute unanimity. I presume that Sen- 
ators are familiar with them,as they have been again and again pre- 
sented with great force and ability during the last two years. I shall 
content myself with some general observations pertinent to the diseus- 
sion and an exposition of some of the more important provisions of the 
bill. 

In the tirst place it is a notable fact that the Government of the United 
States has paid but little attention to the wants of the farmers of the 
country, has done but little to advance and make prosperous that pur 
suit, which is confessedly the support and stay of all other industries 
and all other enterprises, and which contributes more than all others 
combined to the wealth and the progress of the country. So far from 
favoring it, it seems that our legislation has in many respects been in- 
spired with a spirit unfriendly to this great interest. Cert 
had no fostering care, if we except sugar and rice 

This has resulted in part from the advantageous position which our 
sof Eurepe. This 
advantage consisted in a great degree in the facility with which land 
has been acquired; the fact that the producers hay 
the proprietors of the soil, not tenants of lordly class in which is 
vested the ownership of our lands. Another advantage, and a great 
one, too, has arisen from the extraordinary fertility of our virgin soil, 
unexhausted by the centuries of tillage whi h has impoverished the 
farming lands of Europe. Another advantage has resulted from the 
vigor and energy, inspired by the contident hope and the assnred pros- 
pect of the early acquisition of independence and comparative wealth, 
and by the ambitions and aspirations of tree citizenship with » hich our 
farmers have pursued their vocations. 

Another cause of the neglect by the Government of the interests of 
agriculture, while others have been made the objects of especial care 
and protection, is, that owing to the great number of the farmers, seat 
tered too all over this great country, they have not been able to com 
bine, to send delegates or lobbyists to this city 


unly it has 


in the main been 


and to enforce atten- 
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tion to their wishes and interests. They have neither the money nor 
the opportunity te organize an efficient lobby. They have no other re- 


liance than the justice of their cause and the fidelity of their Repre- | 


sentatives and Senators. 

Other great interests have been more fortunate. They are represented 
by a few persons of great wealth, and have used fully and ireely the 
great power of association, directed by a persistent, intelligent, and self- 
ish pursuit of their own ends. The result is natural, in fact, inevita- 
ble. Associated capital, organized and guided by an active and selfish 
intelligence, has secured from the Government—State and Federal—an 
undue attention to its interests, and excessive, not to say invidious 
advantages. 

It has secured corporate franchises not only not necessary but inim- 
ical to the public good. It has seized through legislative enactments, 
sometimes under provisions of a covert and not understood force, and 
sometimes by a flagitious and open purchase, exclusive privileges—ex- 
elusive frequently in express terms, but exclusive nearly always in 
that corporate capital, combined for its own interest, has been too pow- 
erful for weaker rvails. It has secured bounties, subsidies, exemptions 
from competition and grinding monopolies. These bounties and sub- 
sidies have in the main been levied on agriculture and labor, and these 
exemptions and monopolies have been secured and have flourished at 
their expense. 

Hitherto the farmers and other industrial classes have borne this neg- 
lect of their interests, this discriminating and inordinate favoritism to 
others, if not with resignation and patience, at all events with that sub- 
mission and endurance which come from a consciousness of inability to 
prevent them. They have seen others reap where they have sown. 
They have seen the transportation of their products to the markets of 
the world under the absolute control of corporations whose sole aim in 
the discharge of their public duties as common carriers has been to 
increase their own wealth. 

They have seen the market price of their property fixed and regu- 
lated—depressed and enhanced—not by the commercial law of supply 
and demand, but by the caprices and interests of speculators on their 
toil. In short, sir, the fertility of our soil, the beneficent seasons of a 
bountiful Providence, the hard and often repulsive labor of the farmer, 
eventuating in the great crops which enabled us to resume specie pay- 
ments and to bring to our shores the Pactolean stream of the precious 
metals, turning the exchanges of commerce in our favor, have more ad- 
vantaged the carriers, warehousemen, buyers and sellers for specula- 
tion than the producers or consumers, against whom these middlemen 
have waged an equal war. 

The farmers are getting tired of this. They now seek some small part 
of the favoring legislation which has beenso bountifully and recklessly 
bestowed on others. They think the passage of this bill will be a rec- 
ognition of their interests. I do not think that all the good will come 
of it that some of its more enthusiastic, though not more sincere, friends 
claim; but that good will come I do notdoubt. The measure before us 
is not by any means perfect. It is far less than the needs or the merits 
of the farmers demand, but, as I have said, it is a good start; it is the 
germ and promise of a more eflicient system to be hereafter built up. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The hour of 2 o’clock having arrived 
the morning hour expires. The Senator from Mississippi may proceed 
by unanimous consent. 

Mr. JACKSON. Lask that consent be given for the Senator from 
Mississippi to complete his remarks. 

Mr. WINDOM. I desire to move that the Senate go into executive 
session as soon as the Senator concludes his remarks, but I do not 
object to his proceeding. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. 
from Mississippi will proceed. The Chair hears none. 

Mr. GEORGE, Other countries have agricultural departments of 
equal grade and dignity with their other executive departments which 
ave far more extensive and efficient than that proposed to be created by 
this bill. I have examined some of these. Especially Russia, Prussia, 
Austria, and France have such departments for the advancement, pro- 
tection, and care of agriculture and its kindred pursuits. Compare this 
measure with the agricultural department of France and it will be seen 
how insignificant it is when considered in connection with the more 
elaborate and more eflicient system of our sister republic. The annual 
expenditures of France in this department exceed $7,000,000. Besides 
a cabinet minister the French system has three bureaus, with a general 
director and inspector, a general council of agriculture, a consultative 
chamber, a supreme commission on the labor of women and children, 
se\cn inspectors-general and two adjutant inspectors-general, including 
the national agricultural institute, with a president, secretary, eleven 
directors, and nineteen professors. 

The subjects over which the department exercises supervision and 
care embrace all the applianees and methods and all the arts and sci- 
ences which can aid in the full and profitable development of agriculture 
in all its forms. Among them are: Agricultural schools, school farms, 
veterinary schools, and veterinary medicine, epidemics among cattle, 
cattle stables, sheep-folds, competitive exhibitions of cattle, breeding of 


If there is no objection, the Senator 


CONGRESSIONAL RECORD—SEN ATE. 





i 


JANUARY 13, 








_ tries, the collection and publication of agricultural information, silk 


culture, the herd-book, the food supply, prices of agricultural products, 
the importation and exportation of seeds and their free circulation, 
rural economy, physics, meteorology, geology, mineralogy, technology, 
botany, zoology, mechanics, rural engineering, horticulture, Viticulture, 
with schools of art and manutactures, and schools of arts and trades. 

The systems in Russia, Austria, and Prussia are no less extensive and 
efficient. Compare these with what we have done, or even now propose 
to do, and it will be seen how far behind these enlightened nations we 
are in affording proper protection and facilities for progress to the great- 
est of our industries. 

Mr. President, though the provisions of this bill even when amended 
as proposed by the Senate Committee are in my judgment inadequate, 
yet they constitute an important advance in the right direction. They 
contain sufficient to contribute greatly to the advancement of the inter- 
ests of agriculture. 

1. The Department is made executive, and the head of it raised in 
dignity, importance, and influence to an equality with the other Secre- 
taries. 

2. He is required to be versed in the science and practice of agricult- 
ure, Which means that he is to be a practical farmer, coming from and 
sympathizing with that portion of our people. The place is not to be 
filled by a mere politician of no particular calling. It is not to be filled, 
as such places sometimes are, with the view simply of securing an ex- 
pert in political and party management, or to subserve the interests of 
party by an equation of its honors and emoluments among its different 
factions. 

3. The officers and employés of the Department, except the Secretary 
and Assistant Secretary, are to be selected by the Secretary himself; 
and he is required to make the selection without reference to the party 
affiliation of the appointees, and from all the various sections of 
country. The operation of the Department is to be non-partisan, an 
its work is to be devoted exclusively to the great business of advancing 
the interests of the farmers and laborers of the country. 

4. The Department is charged with the great work of developing 
suitable rural work for women and children, which embraces in it the 
no less important end of adorning and making more healthful and 
attractive rural homes. 

I attach great importance to this. Ido not hesitate to say that if this 
work be performed well, as I have nodoubt it will beif the present head 
of the Department be continued in that position, that alone will justify 
the expenditure of all the money which the Department will cost. The 
family, sir, is the unit of our civilization. It is the baseof our free in- 
stitutions. To make its members happy is the end which they seek to 
attain. 

The family can exist in perfection only at the family home. Scat. 
tered, driven abroad by necessity, repelled from its sacred precincts by 
disgusting or offensive surroundings and associations, the members cease 
to be what they were designed to be, the mutual support and stay of 
each other and of the family as a whole. There must be household 
gods, there must be domestic altars, there must be the common hearth- 
stone around which the family may gather. To have these, to have a 
true and perfect family, to have the comfort and happiness attendant 
on progress and purity, the homes of the people must be attractive as 
well as healthful. 

Then, sir, there is the work for women and children provided for in 
this bill. There are methods already existing or in the easy reach of 
intelligent inquiry and experiment, which, if adopted and simplified, 
would secure rural employment for women and children more suitable 
to their strength, more attractive in its details, more healthy and more 
improving, and at the same time more remunerative, As things exist 
now, there is to a large extent an enforced idleness on the part of women 
and children in the rural districts, or a compulsery engagement in work 
hard and repulsive, unsuited to their strength, and in the main unre- 
munerative. These toilers have none of the pleasurers of taste, none 
of the stimulus of active intelligence applied to labor, none of the in- 
centives of the hope of gain to relieve the dreary drudgery of repellens 
work. Especially, sir, is the rural work of women too often of that 
kind which demands a sacrifice of their personal attraetiveness. 

This bill seeks to make a change in all this—a change which whea 
fully accomplished will confer more real happiness, more substantial 
comfort, more independence in means and in ter, more elevation 
and progress than can result from any other single measure. The life, 
sir, of a farmer is, at best, one of hard toil, of embarrassing and annoy- 
ing care, and of small profit. It means labor from the rising of the sun 
till the shadows of night have made work no longer ible. Itmeans 
exposure to the heat of summer and the chilling blasts of winter. It 
means disappointment from unfavorable seasons, storma, and drought. 
And should he safely escape all these accidents and at last, under the 
smile of abeneficent Providence, gather into his barn a rich harvest, his 
expected profits are often turned to loss from the manipulations of the 
markets by speculators. These workers deserve a better fate. 

This country owes its greatness to the farmers more than to any other 
class. All its industries, all its great wealth, have their foundation in 





cattle, cattle farms and markets, drainage, improvement of rural indus- 


their productions. The failure to raise one single crop would destroy 
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all our prosperity and reduce to beggary and starvation more than half 
of our population. We are almost without exports besides our agri- 
cultural productions. Our foreign trade rests on them; our domestic 
commerce and manufactures are equally dependent on them. Denied 
the right under our tariff system to exchange their productions for 
foreign goods which they need, the farmers are forced to furnish a home 
market for manufacturers at a price which enriches the seller and im- 
poverishes the buyer. If, sir, with all these burdens which they bear 
for the benefit of others, with all these disadvantages under which they 


labor, it is in our power to extend to them the help and aid which this | 


bill offers, it is certainly our duty to do so. 

Mr. President, there are many other beneficent provisions in this bill 
which should commend it to our support. Among them is the co-op- 
eration between the Department and the agricultural colleges in the 
work of experimental stations, and, to quote the language of the bill, 
‘the ascertaining of the fertilizers, buildings, varieties of seeds, vines, 


plants, fruits, and crops best adapted to the several sections of the 


country.” 


The importance of these provisions can not be exaggerated. Our coun- | 


try has every climate in which the strongest races of men and the best 
domestic animals and the most useful productions can attain their high- 
est perfection. 
profitable and successful raising of everything that any part of the 
globe can produce or that any part of the human race can desire. 

It is destined, too, in no very long period—I may say it is its ‘* man- 
ifest destiny ’’—to expand still more, especially in the direction of the 
equator. Nothing can prevent this but our own folly—the failure to 
grasp that which will be offered to us. This expansion has no terrors 
to me, and is heralded by no misgivings as to its propriety or its great 
advantages to our own people or to those who will thus be incor- 

rated into our Union. 

sis just to all will be greatly aided by this expansion. 
the races in the added territory, that part of their institutions which 
is worth preserving, will be saved; all else, by an inexorable law of nat- 
ure, will disappear forever. 

The best preparation of our people for their grand destiny is a train- 
ing in the knowledge and practice of those methods by which men and 
women can most easily, most comfortably, and most independently ac- 
quire and enjoy the means and opportunities of a successful career in 
if 


e. 

This bill proposes to aid in this direction. If enacted it will give 
this aid, and that too most effectively. 

The bill not only establishes proper machinery for the collection of 
useful knowledge in relation to the latest improvements in the science 
and practice of agriculture, but provides for its dissemination in the 
most thorough and complete manner. Besides the printed reports to 
be distributed directly to the people, according to the present practice, 
the wise provision is made for their exchange with agricultural and 
live-stock journalsand with the weekly pressof the country. The press— 
especially the weekly press—circulates among all classes and inall parts 
of the country, and is the great educator of the people. It contains the 
cream of the best knowledge, as it is generated by the intellect and cult- 
ure of the age, especially that adapted to the condition and wants of 
its readers. 

Another provision in the bill deserves especial favor. It inaugurates 
@ new system in the appointments to places in the Department. The 
officers and employés are to be taken from the industrial classes, for 
whose interests the Department is organized. This isa just recognition 
of the rights and merits of the laborers of the country. They, at least 
in this Department, are to be recognized as fit to serve the Government 
and to be recipients of its benefits and favors. They are also to be se- 
lected without reference to party; merit alone is to be the standard of ap- 
pointments. This is a great and important step in civil-service reform, 
now so sadly needed. This provision of the bill especially meets the 
approbation of my judgment. 

I have detained the Senate longer than I desired. There is yet much 
more to be said which might be properly said, but I have supposed 


that every Senator has given this important subject some study and re- | 


flection. I know the wants of the agricultural population of the coun- 
try; I know their troubles, the obstacles in the way of their success; 
I know the great merit of this part of our population. My constitu- 
ents are mainly of this class. They desire the passage of this bill. It 
is a pleasure as well as a duty to carry out their wishes and to press 
for a recognition of their interests. 

_ Mr. DAVIS, of West Virginia. Mr. President, the measure now pend- 
ing is one of very great importance and one that I hope will receive the 
attention of the Senate and at an early day become a law. 

Mr. WINDOM. If the Senator from West Virginia will make his 
address, if he proposes one, at some future time, I should be very glad 
to move an executive session. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The pending order of business passes 
over at the expiration of the morning hour. 

Mr. WINDOM. If the Senator will yield to me for that purpose, I 
shall be very much obli to him. 


irginia. 


Mr. DAVIS, of West 


If it can be understood that I shall 





Including Alaska, it is a world in itself, fitted for the | 


The settlement of the question of race on a | 
That part of | 
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have the floor for Monday morning when the bill will come up as the 
untinished business, 1 of course shall yield with pleasure. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The bill will not come up as the un 
finished business on Monday. It will have to be taken up by motion. 

Mr. DAVIS, of West Virginia. Nevertheless I believe it is usual 
when a Senator wishes to address the Senate to accord him that priv 
ilege. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER 
rect about that. 

Mr. DAVIS, of West Virginia. 
| perhaps. 

Mr. MORRILL! 

| stand. 

Mr. DAVIS, of West Virginia. Certain 

Mr. MORRILL. At 1 o'clock on Mond: 
with the revenue bill. 


RECORD—SENATE. 


Che Chair thinks the Senator is cor 


[ shall not oecupy over half an hour 


hat will be done in the morning hour, | under 


ly 
iy 
iy | shall insist on going on 


MESSAGE FROM THE 


the Ilouse of Representative 


HOUS} 


A message from *, by Mr. MCPHERSON, 
its Clerk, announced that the House had passed the following bills; in 


which it requested the concurrence of the Senate 


A bill (H. R. 7061) to remove certain burdens on the American mer 
chant marine, to encourage the American foreign carrying trade, and to 
amend the laws relating to the shipment and discharge of seamen; 

A bill (HT. R. 7191) making appropriations for fortifications and other 
works of defense, and for the armament thereof, for the fiscal year end 
ing June 30, 1884, and for other purposes; and 

A bill GH. BR. 7193) making appropriations for the payment of invalid 
and other pensions of the United Stat 
30, 1884, and for other purposes 


s for the fiseal year ending June 


ENROLLED BILLS SIGNED 


The message also announced that the Speaker of the House had signed 
the following enrolled bills; and they were thereupon signed by the 
President pro tempore : 

A bill (H. R. 3506) to amend sections 1926 and 1927 of the Revised 
Statutes, so as to extend the limits of the jurisdiction of justices of the 
peace in the Territories of Washington, Idaho, and Montana ; 

A bill (H. R. 1698) for the relief of the heirs of Peter Gallagher ; and 

A bill (H. Rt. 6627) to authorize the establishment of a free public 
highway in the District of Columbia 


HOUSE BILLS REFERRED 


The bill (If. R. 7061) to remove certain burdens on the American mer 
chant marine, to encourage the American foreign carrying trade, and to 
amend the laws relating to the shipment and discharge of seamen, was 
read twice by its title, and referred to the Committee on Commerce. 

The following bills were severally read twice by their titles, and re 
ferred to the Committee on Appropriations: 

A bill (H. R. 7191) making appropriations for fortifications and other 
works of defense, and for the armament thereof, for the fiscal year end 
ing June 30, 1884, and for other purposes; and 

A bill (H. R. 7193) making appropriations for the payment of invalid 
and other pensions of the United States for the fiscal year ending June 
30, 1884, and for other purposes. 

INTERNAL-REVENUE AND TARIFF DUTIES. 

Mr. WINDOM. I move that the Senate proceed to the consideration 
of executive business. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr. GARLAND). The Chair will lay 
the unfinished business before the Senate, with the consent of the Sen 
ator from Minnesota. 

Mr. WINDOM. 








Certainly; I withdraw the motion for that purpose. 
The ACTING Secretary. ‘‘A bill (EL. R. 5538) to reduce internal 
| revenue taxation.”’ 
| The PRESIDING OFFICER 
| Committee of the Whole. 


The bill is before the Senate as in 


| MESSAGE FROM THE HOUSI 


A message from the House of Representatives, by Mr. MCPIHERSON, 
its Clerk, announced that the House had agreed to the amendments of 
the Senate to the joint resolution (H. R. 308) changing the name of the 
National Bank of Winterset, in Iowa. 

The message also announced that the House had passed a bill (IL. R- 
3249) relating to the adjudication of claims for pensions, in which it 
requested the concurrence of the Senate 


1 
\ 


HOUSE B 

The bill (H. R. 3249) relating to the adjudication of claims for pen 
sions was read twice by its title, and referred to the Committee on Pen- 
sions. 


LL REFERRED 


EXECUTIVE 

Mr. WINDOM. I renew my motion. 

The motion was agreed to; and the Senate proceeded to the considera 
tion of executive business. After 3 hours and 13 minutes spent in 
executive session the doors were reopened, and (at 5 o’clock and 3% 
minutes p. m.) the Senate adjourned. 


SESSION 
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HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
SATURDAY, January 15, 1885. 


The House met at 11 o’clock a.m. Prayer by the Chaplain, Rev. 
FP. D. Powrr. 


The Journal of yesterday's proceedings was read and approved. 
ORDER OF BUSINESS. 
i ask unanimous consent—— 
I demand the regular order. 
I rise to a question of privilege. 
The regular order is the call of committees for 


Mr. CALKINS. 

Mr. HISCOCK. 

Mr. MURCH. 

The SPEAKER. 
reports. 

Mr. O'NEILL. I move to dispense with the morning hour for the call 
of committees for reports, my object being to call up the pension appro- 
priation bill. 

The motion to dispense with the morning hour was agreed to (two- 
thirds voting in favor thercof). 

Mr. WHITE. TI call for the regular order. 
the unfinished business is the regular order. 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman from Maine [Mr. Murcu] said he 
rose to a matter of privilege. The gentleman will state it. 

Mr.O’NEILL. I donot think the pension bill will occupy much time. 

Mr. MURCH. I withhold for the present the question of privilege 
to which I rose. 

Mr.O’NEILL. I move that the House resolve itself into Committee of 
the Whole House on the state of the Union for the purpose of proceed- 
ing with the consideration of the pension appropriation bill. 

Mr. WHITE. Before the question is put on that motion I desire to 
know how much time this bill will occupy. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair is not able to say. 

Mr. HISCOCK. I think not over an hour. 

Mr. WHITE. Then I want to know whether the unfinished business 
will not be next in order? If we decide to go into Committee of the 
Whole to consider the pension bill, when that is disposed of will not 
the unfinished business before the House then be in order? 

The SPEAKER. What unfinished business ? 

Mr. WHITE. The report from the Committee on Ways and Means 
made on the 6th of June last. 

The SPEAKER. What is that? 

Mr. WHITE. It is this: 

Resolution of inquiry of the Secretary of the Treasury relative to the passage 
of a bill (IL. R. 5237)— 

It should be bill H. R. 5656— 
to amend the liws relative to the entry of distilled spirits in distilleries and 
special bonded warehouses. 

I think it is very important that matter should be discussed to-day. 

The SPEAKER. That has no preference over the motion made by 
the gentleman from Pennsylvania [Mr. O'NEILL}. 

The motion of Mr. O'NEILL was to. 

The House accordingly resolved itself into Committee of the Whole 
House on the state of the Union, Mr. Rrep in the chair. 


I make the point that 


PENSION APPROPRIATION BILL. 


The CHAIRMAN. The House is in Committee of the Whole House 
on the state of the Union for the consideration of the bill (IL. R. 7193) 
making appropriations for the payment of invalid and other pensions 
of the United States for the fiscal year ending June 30, 1884, and for 
other purposes. 

The bill was read. 

The CHAIRMAN. 
amendment. 

The Clerk read as follows: 

That the following sums be, and the same are hereby, appropriated, out of any 
money in the Treasury not otherwise appropriated, for the payment of pensions 
for the fiscal year ending June 30, 1884, and for other purposes, namely : 

For Army pensions, as follows: For invalids, widows, minor children, and 
dependent relatives, and survivors and widows of the war of 1812, $80,000,000; 
and any balance of the appropriation for the like purpose for the current fiscal 
year that may remain unexpended on the 30th of June, 1883, is hereby reappro- 
—- and made available for the service of the year ending June 30, 1884: 

‘rovided, ‘That the amount expended for each of the above items shall be ac- 
eounted for separately. 

Mr. HOLMAN rose. 

Mr. O'NEILL. I desire tooffer an amendment which I am authorized 
by the Committee on Appropriations to offer. 

The Clerk read as follows: 

At the end of line 10 strike out ‘ $90,000,000" and insert ‘* $85,000,000."" 


Mr. BLACKBURN. I desire to say a word upon this amendment, 
submitted by authority of the committee by the gentleman in charge 
ef the bill. I want the House to understand distinctly the action the 
committee is taking with reference to the amount of pensions to be ap- 
propriated in this bill. I am not complaining of the action of the 
committee or of the bill in the slightest. The estimate of the Com- 
missioner of Pensions for the current fiscal year was $101,575,000. If 
this amendment shall be adopted-—— 

Mr. O'NEILL. I wish to ask the gentleman frankly if he is going 
to oppose the amendment? 


The bill will now be read by paragraphs for 





Mr. BLACKBURN. Oh, no. Does the gentleman desire to force 
me to state =f position in advance ? 

Mr. O'NEILL. I do not want to force the gentleman at all. 

Mr. BLACKBURN. Iam favoring the amendment. 

The CHAIRMAN, TheChair understood the gentleman from Penn- 
sylvania [Mr. O’NEILL] did not desire to address the committee. 

Mr. BLACKBURN. And I did not seek the floor except on that 
same understanding. 

The CHAIRMAN. The gentleman from Kentucky will proceed. 

Mr. BLACKBURN. I am favoring the amendment offered by the 
gentleman from Pennsylvania. The bill as reported to the House was 
for $81,000,000 in round numbers. This amendment proposes to raise 
the amount for Army pensions to $85,000,000. 

Mr. O’NEILL. Lhad por to explain this bill to the committee. 

Mr. BLACKBURN. I shall be glad to have the gentleman do so, 
and shall ask to be heard when he has finished. 

Mr.O’NEILL. I noticed thegentleman from Indiana [Mr. HoLMAN] 
rose in _ place as I suppose to ask some explanation; and I was about 
to give it. 

The explanation of adding the $5,000,000 is a very simple one. The 
amendmentis offered by order of the committee, and isto add $5,000,000 
to the $80,000,000 for invalid pensions; this action being based upon a 
communication which was received by the committee from the Com- 
missioner of Pensions, which I propose to have read as a full explana- 
tion of why we come in here asking this additional $5,000,000. Isend 
up thiscommunication from the Commissioner of Pensions made through 
the Secretary of the Interior, and ask that it be read. 

The Clerk read as follows: 


DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR, Washington, January 8, 1883. 
Chairman Committee on Appropriations, House of Representatives : 

Str: I have the honor to inclose a letter from the Commissioner of Pensions, 
giving, in response to a uest from your committee, the balances of army and 
navy penne Pi y camain unexpended on the 30th day of June next. 

ery respectful 


ly, 
If. M. TELLER, Secretary. 


DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR, PENSION OFFICE, 
Washington, D. C., J y 8, 1885. 
Sir: L have received a letter from Mr. Robert J. Stevens, clerk of the Commit- 
tee on Appropriations of the House of Representatives, dated the 6th instant, re- 
questing to be informed of my “ largest estimate of what balances will be unex- 
pended on the 30th day of June next for army pensions, &c.; also what for navy 
pensions,” and in answer thereto I have the honor to state that had the increased 
clerical force now nearly educated and at work been eT for, appointed, and 
educated early enough to have made it available for full fiscal year, from June 
30, 1882, to June 30, 1883, as it was expected it would be, the 
for the year would have been entirely exhausted. As it is, however, the new 
force was, for practical purposes, not appointed and educated until about Decem- 
ber 1, 1882, and will be effective for less than two-thirds of the year. Hence, as 
near as I can now estimate, there will be the following unexpended balances 
: ad. ~ ae Army pensions, $15,000,000; navy pensions, $800,000; a total of 
lam, sir, very respectfully, 





priations made 


W. W. DUDLEY, 
Co issi of Pe 





Hon, Henry M. TELLER, 
Secretary of the Interior. 

Mr. O'NEILL. Mr. Chairman, I simply wish to state to the com- 
mittee if these letters have been listened to the committee will appre- 
ciate the reasons for offering this amendment. It is simply because 
there will be, it is supposed, an unexpended balance of $15,800,000 on 
the 30th of June of this current fiscal year. The committee desire to 
reappropriate this $15,800,000, which, with the sum now appropriated, 
will amount very nearly to the estimate made by the Commissioner of 
Pensions through the Secretary of the Interior of one hundred and one 
millions and odd for pensions for the ensuing fiscal year ending June 
30, 1884. 

Mr. BLACKBURN. Now, if the gentleman from Pennsylvania [Mr. 
O’ NEILL] has furnished his explanation of the bill, I desire to call the 
attention of the committee to one fact. I am not going to criticise at 
all the action of the Committee on Appropriations on this pension ap- 
propriation bill. Iam not going to complain because the committee 
has made no effort to correct the abuses that exist in the matter of pen- 
sions in this country. 

It has been before stated, on the authority of the then Commissioner 
of Pensions, supported by proof that was unquestioned and furnished 
in his own report, that there is not a bureau of this Government in 
which so many abuses exist as in this Pension Bureau. It results nec- 
essarily from the application of the law. 

The Government is not represented at all in the applications for pen- 
sions. No counsel appears for the Government; no cross-examination 
of witnesses is had; no testimony is taken on the part of the Govern- 
ment, no judicial tribunal passes upon the claim of the applicant for a 
pension. It is based simply upon ex parte affidavits. 

The Commissioner of Pensions preceding the present incumbent of 
that office showed to this House and to the country that he had cut off 
$218,000 in one fiscal year, which was being paid annually upon forged 
and fraudulent papers to parties no more entitled under the law toa 
pension than I am myself to-day. I am not going to complain of the 
Committee on Appropriations for seeking to provide no remedy for these 
evils; but I want to call the attention of this Committee of the Whole 
House to the fact. 
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The amendmentoffered by the gentleman from Pennsylvania in charge | from Kentucky means to intimate anything against the Commissioner 
of this bill [Mr. O’NEILL] proposes to raise the aggregate sum for the | personally in this respect. The whole aim of the committee has been 
purpose of invalid and other pensions to $85,000,000. That amend- | to aid the Commissioner in his desire to make the administration of his 
ment is right as far as it goes. The question is whether it goes far | office exceedingly and exceptionally efficient. 
enough or not. It does not argue against the Commissioner of Pensions because he may 

The letter from the Commissioner of Pensions which has just been | have said formerly, prior to the passageof the pension appropriation act 
read shows that the amount estimated by him as needed for the pay- | of last year, that he might be able to use $150,000,000 in the fiscal year 
ment of pensions during the next fiscal year is $101,750,000. This bill | ending June 30, 1884. It is no argument against him or ageinst his man 
proposes to appropriate $85,000,000 for that purpose, and to reappro- | ner of conducting his oflice that it is proved he can not use $150, 000,000 
priate the unexpended balance that shall be on hand at the end of the | within the coming fiscal year. Why, sir, we should give credit to the 
present fiscal year. ’ Commissioner for stating, as he has done, openly and publicly (and it is 

The Committee on Appropriations called upon the Commissioner of | on record through his letter which has been read), that he supposes there 
Pensions to inform them what in his judmgent would be the amount of | may be a balance of $15,800,000 unexpended at the end of this fiscal 
the unexpended balance at the end of the present fiscal year. If mem-| year. The Committee on Appropriations seeks to give the Commis 
bers of the Committee of the Whole will look at the letter sent by him in | sioner of Pensions what it is believed can be properly expended in the 
reply to that interrogatory they will find that it is predicated upon ap- | next fiscal year, which is about $100,000,000. The unexpended bal- 
proximate estimates, which he himselfin candor and in fairness describes | ance of $15,800,000 added to the $86,000,090 really appropriated by this 
as the largest estimate that he has made. bill will make over $101,000,000, nearly $102,000,000, for the payment 

One half of the present fiscal year has gone. Of course the Commis- | of pensions for the next fiscal year. , 
sioner can not tell exactly what will be left unexpended at the end of Mr. BLOUNT. Will the gentleman allow me to ask him a question 
this fiscal year. But hereports to us that the largest estimate of unex- | for information? 
pended balances that he has made or can make fixes the amount at Mr. O'NEILL. Yes, sir. 
$15,800,000. Mr. BLOUNT. I would like to know whether any estimate has been 

Now, the bill that is before you proposes to subtract that largest | made as to the amount which will be necessary hereafter to meet the 
pessible estimate of unexpended balance trom the estimates made by | requirements of the arrearage act? 


the Commissioner of Pensions of the amount needed for the next fiscal Mr. O'NEILL. Yes, sir. 

year, and to appropriate for that purpose the remainder. It is utterly Mr. BLOUNT. How much is it? : 

impossible tor the Commissioner of Pensions to tell precisely the amount Mr. O'NEILL. I can not refer the gentleman to the figures at this 
of money which shall be left on hand at the end of this fiscal year; and | moment, but I will turn to them directly. 

it follows inevitably that for whatever amount his estimate shall vary Mr. Chairman, the force of clerks which we allowed to the Pension 
from the actual unexpended balance this bill will necessitate a deficiency ; | Office in the last act making appropriations for legislative, executive, and 
that of necessity must come. judicial expenses, was not organized until within the last two or three 


Now, we had as well be frank with each other. We are appropri- | months so as to be effective. Hence during the first six months of the 
ating for pensions by this bill to-day only that amount of money abso- | present fiscal year the expenditures of the Commissioner of Pensions 
hitely necessary to pay the pensions for the next fiscal year, predicated | amounted to about $36,000,000, leaving unexpended upon the Ist of Jan 
upon the very largest estimate that the Commissioner of Venaions can | uary $64,000,000 in round numbers. I do not believe it possible—and 
possibly make as to what he will have on hand on the 30th day of June | certainly I do not desire to see rendered necessary in the next Congress 
next. the passage of a deficiency bill. 1 do not believe it possible to expend 

If such an accident should occur that he should guess exactly, and | in that office during the remainder of the fiseal year more than the 
then another accident should supplement it that he guess iton the larg- | $64,000,000 unexpended. 
est and most liberal estimate he could make, then there will be no de- Mr. McMILLIN.  [ will ask my friend from Pennsylvania whether 
ficiency. But all these contingencies must occur upon the statement of | it is not the fact that when the Cammissioner of Pensions asked for in- 
the Commissioner of Pensions which has just been read to this commit- | creased clerical force during the last session of Congress he stated that 
tee or such a deficiency must inevitably happen. I call attention to | in view of this increase there would be required an appropriation of 
that fact. $100,000,000 for pension purposes for the fiscal year ending June next; 

Mr. BLOUNT. Before the gentleman takes his seat I would like to | $150,000,000 for the fiscal year ending June 30, 1584, and $100,000,000 
ask him a question. tor the fiscal year ending June, 1885? 

Mr. BLACKBURN. Certainly. Mr. O'NEILL. — Tewill answer that question. Congress did not ad 

Mr. BLOUNT. I desire to know whether we may, in the next year | journ last year until the sth day of August, as we well know. The 
or two years, look for any considerable abatement of the large sums to | fiscal year had closed some five or six weeks before. This increased 
be appropriated under the arrearages act? force was not appointed until some months after the adjournment of 

Mr. BLACKBURN. The Commissioner of Pensions told us that forthe | Congress, and it did not get properly to work until about the Ist of last 
present fiscal year it would require $100,000,000 of money, and that for | December. Those who had been in the office for years—experts in the 
the next fiscal year it would require $150,000,000, but that after that | business of the office so to speak, examiners and other—were obliged 
time, in his judgment, a decrease in appropriations for pensions would | to educate up to their work the new appointees who came into the ot 
occur, ficeafew monthsago. IHence the work of the office was to a great extent 

He explains by his letter read here that the $150,000,000 will not be | crippled. But now, starting from the Ist day of January, or possibly 
needed for the next fiscal year, and he assigns his reasons. It is be- | from the Ist day of February, this full force will be doing eflective 
cause of the want of organization, discipline, and training of the seven | work; and there will be settled in the Pension Oflice from 5,000 to 6,000 
hundred or eight hundred additional clerks given to the Pension Office | claims monthly as against 2,300 or 2,400 settled monthly prior to the 
by this Congress at the last session for at least one-third of this fiscal | increase of force. Even during the month of December Jast nearly 
year. On the information furnished us by the Pension Bureau | do not | 3,000 original invalid claims were settled. 
believe that any diminution of pension appropriations can reasonably | Gentlemen must remember that the claims which are now being set- 
be expected for at least two years to come; but, onthe contrary, an in- | tled are the most difiicult to settle. The older claims, claims not pre- 
crease at least for the next year after the one for which we are now appro- | sented until years after the war and years after the wounds or disability, 

iating. are more diflicult of examination in reference to the proot. Hence the 

Mr.BLOUNT. But after that time is there any indication that there | result of the labors of this great force is not at present so apparent as it 
will be any very considerable reduction in the third year or the fourth | would have been under ordinary circumstances. 








| 


year from this? | As to the question of examination, to which the gentleman from-Ken 
Mr. BLACKBURN. If we are to take the opinion of the Commis- | tucky [Mr. BLACKBURN ] has referred, no case is now settled that does 
sioner of Pensions, after the maximum, which he puts at $150,000,000 | not undergo an examination into the various details. \nd pension 


annually, shall have been reached, then a very decided reduction is to ; claimants complain their cases are not soon settled. They ean not be 
be anticipated. Of course under the influence of natural causes the | settled so soon, because, under the wise administration of the present 
pension appropriations will grow less and less with each succeeding | Commissioner of Pensions, a case must be proved almost as you prove 
year. But it has not reached the maximum as promptly as the Com- | it in court. An examiner is sent to the neighborhood, he sends for wit 

missioner expected, for he said it would be $150,000,000 for the next | nesses and for the claimant, and the testimony is not now taken ex part, 
year, if it may have been done so prior to the appointment of the examiners 
Mr. BLOUNT. The particular point I had in ‘mind was what the | allowed by the bill of last year. The testimony is not now er parte, 
arrearage act called for. and the pension claimant has to prove his case almost as a case is proved 

Mr. BLACKBURN. The arrearage act, it is believed — in a court of justice. 

[Here the hammer fell. } {Here the hammer fel] 

Mr. O)NEILL. Mr. Chairman, in the consideration of this bill 1 Mr. ATKINS. Imovetostrikeoutthe last word. Now, Mr. Speaker, 
think it should be assumed that the whole aim of the Commissioner | there seems to be apprehension on the part of some of the members, as 
of Pensions, and joining with him the Committee on Appropriations, | evidenced by their interrogatories, that there will be a deficiency for 
has been to do away so far as possible with any abuses which may have | pensions at the next sessionof Congress. I have no doubt thers will be 
existed in the Pension Office. I do not understand that the gentleman | a deficiency. ‘The statement made a moment ago by the gentleman 
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from Kentucky [Mr. BLACKBURN], my colleague on the Committee on 
Appropriations, shows that @pere will be a deficiency. This force was 
increased at the last session of Congress 816 clerks in the Pension Office. 
They had 743 already. That makes 1,559 clerks, basedon the idea of 
$100,000,000 of appropriation at the last session of Congress, one hundred 
and fifty millions at this session of Congress for the fiscal year 1884, one 
hundred and fifty millions for the fiseal year ending June 30, 1885, and 
then areduced amount, whatever it might be. We now appropriate eighty- 
five millions and reappropriate fifteen millions, making $100,000,000 for 
this year 1884, instead of one hundred and fifty millions, as stated by the 
Commissioner would be necessary, and for which 816 additional clerks 
were granted. On that statement of facts there can be little doubt in 
any gentleman’s mind that there will be a heavy deficiency. 

Mr. TOWNSHEND, of Illinois. Why not appropriate enough to 
avoid that? 

Mr. ATKINS. Thatis a pertinent inquiry. Now, I want to say, so 
far as I am concerned, in reply to a remark of the gentleman from Penn- 
sylvania, which I overheard, and which, perhaps, it is impolite in me to 
mention,so far as I am concerned I have never seen the hour I was not 
willing to appropriate every dollar necessary to pension the soldiers of 
the Amezican Union under the laws of Congress. 1 am willing to ap- 
propriate every dollar necessary, never mind how much, and as I stated 
before, I would not respect a Government that would not provide for 
its crippled and maimed soldiers. 

But, sir, that is not the question, There should be no partisanship 
about it, nor is there any necessity for the exhibition of patriotism. 
J am as patriotic as the gentleman from Pennsylvania. [Mr. Butrer- 
Wortu rose.] I have the floor for five minutes. 

Mr. BUTTERWORTH. I wish to call the attention of the gentle- 
man from Tennessee to this fact, whether it is not true in the investi- 
gation of pension cases that they have not been disposed of as rapidly as 
was anticipated by this House? 

Mr. ATKINS. Yes, that is true. 

Mr. BUTTERWORTH. In point of fact is it not so? 

Mr. ATKINS. Iam not indicating or wishing to be understood as 
criticising the Administration; I am not criticising the Commissioner 
of Pensions. I regard him as an honest and intelligent man, and I am 
glad to be able to pay that tribute to him. 

Mr. BUTTERWORTH. What I wish to have stated is that these 
pension cases have not been disposed of as rapidly as was anticipated 
when this increase of force was asked for. 

Mr. ATKINS. Thatistrue. Iadmit they have tobetrained. But, 
sir, | --y now, with due deference to the Commissioner of Pensions and 
to the Committee on Appropriations, that with 816 additional clerks, 

1 on the assumption $150,000,000 would be appropriated for 1884 
and 1885, it does seem to me, as a legitimate conclusion, that force either 
ought to be cut down or the appropriation increased. 

[Here the hammer fell. ] ° 

Mr. HISCOCK. Mr. Speaker, some remarks made by the gentleman 
from Kentucky [Mr. BLACKBURN] would indicate that the Committee 
on Appropriations should have attached to this bill some legislation 
providing for a more thorough investigation of pension claims. I think 
he said he did not find fault with the committee because it had not done 
so, but his remark implied we were in fault because it was not done. 
The House will remember at the last session of Congress we did place 
on this bill certain provisions of law formulated after careful and full 
consideration by the Committee on Pensions, and which in operation 
have had the effect to have these claims passed on, not in an ex parte 
manner, but to subject them to the closest criticism. I should have 
been most happy, and every member of the Committee on Appropria- 
tions I believe would have been glad, to have had the gentleman from 
Kentucky [Mr. BLACKBURN] or any other member of the committee 
present to its consideration any provision of law looking in the direction 
of a more thorough investigation of pension claims. 

Asingle word in reply tothe gentleman from Tennessee [ Mr. ATKINS]. 
He prophesies there will be a deficiency for the next current year; that 
we have not provided a sufficient sum of money. I do not know that 
we have. I can only say that we have given the amount estimated by 
the Department. Every dollar that Department has designated we have 
given. I have never yet known any Department or any bureau of the 
Government making an underestimate, and I do not believe the Com- 
missioner made an underestimate for the next fiscal year. 

Mr. ATKINS. Will the gentleman allow me a word? 

Mr. BLOUNT. May I ask the gentleman a question? 

Mr. HISCOCK. One atatime. I yield tothe gentleman from Ten- 
nessee [ Mr. ATKINS] for a question. 

Mr. ATKINS. I desire simply to say to the gentleman from New 
York that I think there will be a deficiency, it is true, but I do not mean 
to be understood as desiring to increase the appropriation. The point 
that IT made was that the force was entirely too large for the amount of 
the appropriation. 

Mr. HISCOCK. I now yield to the gentleman from Georgia for a 
question, and will reply to both at the same time. 

Mr. BLOUNT. I simply desired to ask a question for information. 

Mr. HISCOCK. Then I would snggest tothe gentleman that he with- 





hold his question for the present, until the gentleman from Pennsylvania 
takes the floor again. 

I believe, Mr. Chairman, in answer to the remarks of the gentleman 
from Tennessee, that the increase of force in the Pension Office, in con- 
nection with the legislation of Congress at the last session, has had the 
effect, to a very great extent, of exposing and eliminating fraudulent 
claims; and while I am unprepared to give the figures, I can state this 
in a general way that the percentage of rejected claims under the pres- 
ent organization of the office is largely increased over what it has been 
before, and that the small amount which we have given for clerical force 
has resulted in the weeding out of a great many of these claims which 
might otherwise have been passed. 1 believe that the reason why the 
Commissioner of Pensions has been unable to expend the full appropria- 
tion this year is largely due to the fact that he based his estimates upon the 
allowance of more claims in proportion to the whole number examined 
than were actually allowed after the examination; and I believe that 
will be true with reference to the next fiscal year; and that under the 
legislation to which I have referred the percentage of claims disallowed 
will be largely increased, so that there will be a great saving to the Gov- 
ernment in this matter. 

Mr.O’NEILL. Mr. Chairman, the gentleman from Tennessee [ Mr. 
ATKINS] stated erroneously, though not intentionally, as I understand 
him, the number of clerks that we authorized to be appointed under 
the legislative appropriation bill of last year. I understood his state- 
ment to be that there were about 1,500 or over. I ask him if I was 
correct in that understanding? 

Mr. ATKINS. I stated that we had 743 originally, and had increased 
the force by 816, making a total of 1,559. I spoke from the record. 

Mr. O'NEILL. That is right. I misunderstood the gentleman. 
But I simply want to say that in the neighborhood of 800 clerks were 
appointed in the Pension Office proper under the appropriation bill to 
which I have referred. There were alsoa number allowed in some bu- 
reaus of the War Department to aid in bringing forward this pension 
work; the total number so appointed being as stated by the gentleman 
from Tennessee. 

Some gentlemen upon the floor, and the chairman of the committee 
among others, have expressed natural surprise as to why gentlemen are 
so anxious of making an appropriation of more millions of dollars than 
we know can be reasonably and properly expended during the course 
of the year. In answer, it can only be said that we appropriate all that 
we believe to be required for this service. 

Mr. Chairman, as I have said before, there is no reason to complain 
of the Commissioner of Pensions because, on the ground I have stated, 
he has seen proper to make an estimate, when this matter was before 
us on another occasion, of $150,000,000 for the next year and probably 
$100,000,000 for the year following. He simply estimated that upon 
the basis of the increase of the business and force of the office up to that 
time. But he has not been able to make as much headway as was ex- 

ed; and as a consequence the large amount he anticipated will not 

neccessary for the next year. On the basis of the present condition 

of the business, and making due allowance for any reasonable increase, 
he has made what he regards as a liberal estimate. 

Now, we believe that the amount which I have suggested in this 
bill will be ample. All who read the clauses of the pension bill and 
the legislative appropriation bill of last year will see that the examina- 
tions in pension cases must be more thorough than they have been here- 
tofore. There is scarcely a case that comes before the office that is al- 
lowed where a single doubt remains; and we all know by letters coming 
to us from pensioners in our districts how thorough and rigid the exam- 
inations are and what the requirements must be to pass the careful 
scrutiny of the office. There is no doubt allowed to be unsolved by 
the Commissioner of Pensions in this matter of the allowance of pen- 
sions; and the force of additional examiners all through the country 
has had a most wholesome effect in weeding out improper and fraudu- 
lent claims. So that now we are pruning these claims down to the 
closest principles of testimony, as we have it in our courts. 

I think the Commissioner is to be commended for letting us know 
what he believes the balance will be at the end of the year. I do not 
think the committee can hesitate to pass this appropriation of $85,000, - 
000, as I have recommended by authority of the committee. 

Mr. BUTTERWORTH. May I ask the gentleman from Pennsyl- 
vania a question? 

Mr. O'NEILL. Certainly. 

Mr. BUTTERWORTH. Is it not a fact, and known to the gentle- 
man in charge of the bill, that as cases become older, when the wit- 
nesses are dead and other difficulties occasioned by the lapse of time 
arise, that the investigation must be more thorough and necessarily re- 
quires more time, so that the progress is slower, although the force may 
be increased? I know that to be the fact from my own experience, and 
I ask the gentleman whether his experience bears out that impression ? 

Mr. O'NEILL. Necessarily so; and I have many letters from con- 
stituents and others wondering why delay occurs in settling their claims 
before the office. We all know the energy and thorough organization 
of the office under its present head, and the desire of the Commissioner 
of Pensions to expedite the claims of our soldiers. We know that the 
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whole feeling of the present Commissioner of Pensions goes out to the 
soldier who has lost a leg or an arm, or has been wounded or otherwise 
disabled by sickness or disease in the Army, and that no delay that he 
can possibly prevent will be permitted. He is ready and willing and 
anxious to settle the claims as rapidly as possible. 

Mr. COBB. Mr. Chairman, I have not examined the facts upon 
which this appropriation bill is based; but I desire to say that I believe 
that the Pension Bureau has been conducted for the last two years with 
ability and efficiency. I have a large number of pensioners in my own 
district that receive information through me, which brings me in close 
communication with this bureau, which has given me an opportunity to 
learn much of its workings and the manner in which the business is per- 
formed, and I want to say that in my judgment it is conducted with 


great energy, skill, and ability, and I may add fairness to applicants | 


for pensions. Since the additional force has been given that bureau I 
find that it moves on more rapidly, and in my judgment more carefully. 
Of course the new force given it needs training, and mistakes may occur. 
This is to be expected. But this force | trust will be more efficient soon. 

As has been suggested by the gentleman from Ohio [Mr. Burrer- 
WORTH], many of the claims are getting old, the witnesses have died, 


and the evidente is very hard to get, and the labor and care thereby | 


becomes largely increased in proportion. 1 know of my own knowledge 
that in the last year many special agents have been sent out to exam- 
ine into such cases as were believed by the Commissioner to possess 
merit. And in this way many cases have been adjusted, doing justice 
to the applicant as wellas the Government. Whether or not the service 
is overdone by having too many clerks I ean not say, as | have not ex- 
amined that question carefully. But T can say that the service is well 
performed, and in my judgment it is carefully and faithfully performed, 
consistent with the public service. 

I know in my district cases that have been hanging for years where 
soldiers are invalids and are not able to make « support for themselves 
and families, those cases growing out, as I believe, of injuries received 
in the service. Some of those cases [ tried very hard under a former 
administration of this bureau to get through; and I knew of my own 
knowledge some of them were right and proper and that pension certi- 
ficates ought to issue; but it was notdone. The present Commissioner, 
however, has settled some of these cases and he is going on in this di- 
rection, as I think doing his duty. 

I say this bureau ought to be supplied with appropriations from the 
Treasury from time to time as will enable it to go forward and grant 
pensions wherever parties are entitled to them, because there are men 
all over the country to-day whose claims are now pending that should 
he speedily adjusted. I know there are men in my district where wit- 
nesses have died and who I firmly believe are entitled to pensions. They 
are afilicted; they are unable to labor; their families need the money, 
and they ought to have it if a careful examination of their cases entitle 
them to it; and it would be unjust in Congress, it would be unjust in 
this Government to not grant the necessary force and the necessary 
money to compensate these men who have fought under the flag and 
defended it and their country. 

Congress ought to appropriate all the money that is necessary to carry 
out the provisions of the law and to give to the present Commissioner 
of Pensions such assistance as is necessary to enable him to go on, as I 
believe he will, and perform his duty honestly, faithfully, and effi- 
ciently. 

The CHAIRMAN. The question is on the adoption of the amend- 
ment proposed by the gentleman from Pennsylvania [Mr. O’ NEILL). 

The amendment was adopted. 

Mr. LYNCH. I offer the amendment which I send to the desk. 

At the end of line 17, add the following: 

That the act of March 3, 1873, entitled “‘ An act to place colored persons who 
enlisted in the Army on the same footing as other soldiers as to bounty and pen- 
sion,”’ be, and the same is hereby, so construed as to extend to and include the 
heirs of such soldiers in their claims for military service ; and the accounting ofli- 
cers of the Treasury are hereby authorized and directed to readjust the claims of 
such heirs as may have been denied the full benefit of said act. Anda sufficient 
sum to pay said claims is hereby appropriated. 

Mr. O’NEILL. I will have to make the point of order on that amend- 
ment. There is a bill now, as I understand, in the Committee on In- 
valid Pensions designed to accomplish this object; and besides it is new 
legislation. 

The CHAIRMAN. Does the gentleman from Mississippi desire to 
address the Chair on the point of order? 

Mr. O’NEILL. I would be very glad personally if that provision 
could go into the bill; but it is impossible to admit it, the point of order 
1s so palpable. 

Mr. LYNCH. I think there is no such bill as the gentleman refers 
to now pending before the House. 

Mr. O'NEILL. There is a bill I believe before the Committee on 
Invalid Pensions on that subject. 

Mr. LYNCH. A bill of this kind was introduced into the previous 
Congress, but I think not into this. 

Mr. O'NEILL. It changes existing law and hence is not in order. 
I will say to the gentleman from Mississippi that I am in harmony with 
him in this matter. I would like to see a law of thiskind passed. The 
gentleman will have ample time to have this presented by one of the 
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Senators, and if put on in the Senate it will probably be agreed to by 
the House. 
Mr. HISCOCK. Ido not want it to be understood that we make any 
| pledge of that kind 
Mr. O'NEILL. 
| on Appropriations. 

Mr. JOYCE. I would like to say for the information of the gentl: 
man from Mississippi [| Mr. Lyncu] that the bill referred to is now be 
fore the committee of which I am chairman, the Select Committee on 
Pensions, Bounty, and Bark Pay, and will be reported favorably to the 
House probably within a week or two, just as soon as we can geta 
quorum of the committee together. It is precisely the bill which has 
betn referred to. 

Mr. LYNCH. 
prey ious Congress. 

The CHAIRMAN. The gentleman from Vermont says the identical 
| bill is before his committee. 

Mr. LYNCH. Iwas not aware such a bill had been introduced in 
this Congress. Nevertheless it is not subject to the other point if it is 
| tothis. It is perfectly germane, as I think I could show the Chair. 
| The CHAIRMAN. 
} that is enough. 

} Mr. LYNCH. I think the gentleman from Vermont would not ob 
ject to this proposition being made a part of this bill 

Mr. JOYCE. Certainly not; 1 would not object. 

Mr. LYNCH. And I think it ought to be made a part of this bill; 
for that is the only way we can ever get it through. [Even if it is re 
ported and passed by the House, in my judgment it will not become a 
law. Butif it is made a part of an appropriation bill it will become 
law. I think nobody will object to it on its merits. Then why not 
put it here? I think it ought to be made a part of this bill in order to 
secure what we all admit ought to be done. If it is right, if it is just, 
| if it is equitable, why not do it in this way? I sce no objection to it 
and I think it ought to be put on this appropriation bill. 

The CHAIRMAN. Is the point of order insisted upon‘ 

Mr. O'NEILL. It is. 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair sustains the point of order. 

Mr. ONEILL. Iwishthe gentleman from Mississippi [Mr. Lyncu ] 
had asked authority of the House for the Committee on Appropriations 
to incorporate the provision he indicates in this bill, because | myself 
favor it personally, although I do not know what may be the views of 
my colleagues on the Committee on Appropriations. Under the in 
structions of the committee I must insist upon the point of order. 

The CHAIRMAN. ‘The Chair has sustained the point of order 

Mr. HEWITT, of Alabama. I desire to offeran amendment, simply 
for the purpose of making an inquiry. I donot know whether I shall 
insist on the amendment or not, until I learn what is the practice of 
the Pension Bureau. 

The CHAIRMAN. The amendment will be read. 

The Clerk read as follows: 


I merely say so for myself, not for the Committee 


Tam aware a bill of this kind was introduced in the 





But if it is subject to the other point of order 





After line 17 insert the following : 

‘No pension for disability shall be hereafter granted under the provisions of the 
arrears-of-pensions act, approved January 25, 1879, for any period before such 
disability occurred. 

Mr. HISCOCK. I make the point of order on that amendment. 

Mr. O'NEILL. The same point of order must be made on that as on 
the other amendment. 

Mr. HEWITT, of Alabama. 
of order is. 

Mr. O'NEILL. It is a change of existing law. 

Mr. JOYCE. I would like to ask the gentleman from Alabama [ M1 
HEWITT] what he means by that amendment. 

Mr. RYAN. I would like some explanation of it. 

Mr. JOYCE. I do not understand that any pension is granted under 
the arrears act to commence previous to the disability. 

Mr. HEWITT, of Alabama. The law says that in all cases where a 
pension is granted under the arrears-of-pensions act the pension shall 
| date, not from the time of the disability, but from the date of the dis 
charge of the soldier; that is what the law says in plain terms. 

Mr. JOYCE. Discharged because of the disability. 

Mr. HEWITT, of Alabama. Ah, but all the applicant has to show 
is that the disability arises from a wound received or a disease con 
tracted while in the service. When that wound or that disease develops 
into a disability the party is entitled to a pension 

A man may have been wounded in the service, and for ten years after 
he is discharged he may have been practically a sound and able-bodied 
man; butafterward that wound may develop intoa disability, and under 
the arrears-of-pensions act, if the law is literally construed, the pension 
dates, not from the time when the wound disabled him, but from the 
time when he was discharged from the service. 

It is to meet just such a case as that that I have offered the amend 
ment. Ihave been told by some gentlemen that the practice of the 
bureau is to grant « pension, not from the time of the discharge of the 
soldier, but from the time the proof showed thatthe disease or the wound 
disabled him. If thot is the fact, then my amendment is not necessary 

3ut suppose that is not the fact, and that the Department holds, under 


I would like to know what the point 
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the law, that if the disability occurs ten years after he received the 
wound he is entitled to a pension; that is what the language of the 
arrears act would justify. 

Mr. O'NEILL. There is a time for that question to come up; not 
here. 

Mr. HEWITT, of Alabama. The law declares that he shall be en- 
titled to the pension from the time of his discharge, whether he was dis- 
abled at that time or not. The arrears act says that the pension shall 
date, not from the time the man wasdisabled, but from the time he was 
discharged. The pension is bottomed alone on the ground that he was 
disabled and that the disability resulted from the wound or disease con- 
tracted in the service. 

Mr. RYAN. I wish to ask the gentleman a question. 

Mr. HEWITT, of Alabama... Certainly. 

Mr. RYAN. I wish to ask the gentleman whether under the prac- 
tice of the Department a pensioner is not required to show the degree 
of disability year by year for every year that he is paid a dollar, and 
there must be absolute proof of it before a dollar is paid him? 

Mr. HEWITT, of Alabama. I do not know what the practice of the 
Department is. 

Mr. RYAN. Ido. 

Mr. HEWITT, of Alabama. I introduced this amendment in order 
to find out. I know what the law declares. My opinion is that if a 
man applies under the arrears-of-pensions act for a pension, and shows 
thatat the time he made his application he was disabled from the wound 
received or disease contracted in the service, he is entitled to his pension 
from the time he was discharged, although that wound or that disease 
may not have disabled him for ten years after he was discharged from 
the service. 

Mr. O'NEILL. Thegentleman has had great experience as a member 
of the Committee on Pensions. I wish he would save this point and let 
it come up on another bill. It can not be put on this bill under the 
point of order. 

Mr. SPARKS. The arrears-of-pensions act as it now stands means 
simply this: that all those meritorious claimants who did not obtain 
their pensions when they were entitled to them, who were cut out by 
limitation laws, or who have been delayed from one cause or another in 
obtaining them, should when they obtain them receive just the amount 
of money and in ali things be placed in precisely the same position of 
those of a similar class who had applied for and received their pensions 
at the time when all were entitled to them. 

The provision of the pension laws grading the arrears in classes by 
the Commissioner of Pensions was incorporated on my motion in the 
arrears-of: pensions appropriation bill, introduced by me at the second 
session of the Forty-tifth Congress. I have no time now to discuss it; 
but the purpose of it was that the pension should relate back to the 
period when the pensioner became entitled thereto and that he should 
receive the same amount of money and no more as other pensioners of 
the same class who had applied and received theirs in due time. In 
other words, that arrears of pensions should be graded according to 
pensions already issued to others of the same class of disability, grad- 
ing from period to period as the disability increased. This was a very 
material amendment of the original act, or what is popularly known as 
the Rice bill, and, inmy judgment, not only put all the pensioners upon 
a perfect equality, but has and will save to the Government more than 
$100,000, 000. 

But the purpose of the original arrears act and the amendatory act to 
which I refer was simply to put the pensioners who were entitled to re- 
ceive such arrearages in the same relation as to pay as those who ob- 
tained theirs in due time, and in no sense to change nor attempt to 
change the law then existing as to the time when any or all pensions 
should begin to run. 

To illustrate the operation of this act and the amendment we will in- 
stance a case of a pensioner who applied for and received his pension 
from the beginning upon a disability then entitling him to a pension. 

At the rate of $4 per month, increasing age increased the extent of the 
disability, so that perhaps in three or four years the pension isincreased 
to $8 a month, and in three or four years more the same increasing disa- 
bility may bring it up to $12, and in three or four years more to $61 per 
month, &e. Now, under the Rice bill a claimant of the same class of 
disability as the one just mentioned, obtaining his pension at the time 
when the disability had run the former up to $16 per month, would go back 
for arrears at that rate ($16 per month) to the beginning, which would 
give him about twice as much money as the first-mentioned pensioner, 
who had been prompt in obtaining his pension when he was entitled to 
it under the law. This would be evidently unjust to pensioners and 
to the Government. My amendatory clause in thearrears appropriation 
act heretolore referred to cured this defect by authorizing the Pensions 
Commissioner to classify the pensioners and grade the rate of payment 
of the arrears to those entitled to it according to the degree of disabil- 
“4 of those who had already received pensions of the same class and 
who had been increased from time to time, &e. 

But there was in all this no change of the law, as I remember, with 
respect to the date at which a pension should begin. 

Mr. CASWBLL. The gentleman will allow me to call his attention 





to the fact that the law of 1879 construing the arrears-of-pensions act 
contains this provision: 

That in no case shall arrears of pension be allowed and paid from a time prior 
to the date of the actual disability. 

Mr. SPARKS. Precisely; that fixes actual disability asthe ultimate 
period. I had lost sight of that act. 

Mr. CASWELL. That is the provision of the act of 1879 construing 
the law of 1878. 

Mr. SPARKS. Yes, itis very plain, and makes the amendment offered 
by the gentleman from Alabama quite unnecessary. But my purpose 
was mainly to explain the character of and operations under the arrears 
act as it now stands. There is no law upon thestatute-book involving 
so much of interest to the whole people and so large an annual expendi- 
ture of public money as this, which is so wonderfully misunderstood, 
and none so eminently just which has been so flagrantly misrepresented. 
It may be abused in its execution, doubtless is, but that is not the fault 
of the law. 

Mr. HEWITT, of Alabama. I withdraw my amendment. 

The Clerk read as follows: 


For fees and expenses of examining surgeons, $275,000. 


Mr. O'NEILL. Iam directed by the Committee on Appropriations 
to offer the amendment which I send to the desk. 

The Clerk read as follows: 

After the word “dollars,” at the end of line 31, add the following: 

* And of this sum $50,000 shall be immediately available." 

The amendment was agreed to. 

The Clerk read as follows: “ 

For pay and allowances of pension agents for salary, fees for preparing 
vouchers, rent, fuel, lights, and postage on letters tothe Executive Departments 
and to pensioners, $290,000. 

Mr. FROST. 1 move to amend by adding to the paragraph just read 
the proviso which I send to the desk. 

The Clerk read as follows: 

Provided, That in every county and city inthe United States a list containing 
the names of all pensioners residing in said cities and counties shall be place 
in a conspicuous place in the post-oflices situated in said cities and countics. 

Mr. O'NEILL. I must raise a point of order on that amendment. 

Mr. HISCOCK. It is new legislation and increases expenditures. 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair sustains the point of order. 

Mr. HOLMAN. In order to make an inquiry of the gentleman from 
Pennsylvania [Mr. O’NEILL], I move to amend by striking out the 
last word of the pending paragraph. In providing that $50,000 of tho 
appropriation for fees and expenses of examining surgeons shall be im- 
mediately available is it the understanding that there is a deliciency 
of that amount for this year? 

Mr. O'NEILL. No, sir; it does not mean that there is a deficiency 
of that amount; but these examinations are now progressing so rapidly 
(and this is to some extent an answer to what was said a while ago by 
the gentleman from Kentucky) that it is desirable $50,000 of the appro- 
priation be made at once available so as to bring the examinations to a 
close as far as possible before the end of the present fiscal year. 

Mr. HOLMAN. But does not my friend see that the same causes 
for rapidity in the examination of these claims will continue straight 
along for a year, perhaps two years, to come? 

Mr. O’NEILL. I understand from the Commissioner of Pensions, 
and from the workings of the office just now, that it is very desirable 
to have these examinations made as rapidly as possible. That is the 
object the Commissioner is trying to bring about. 

Mr. HOLMAN. Certainly that is very desirable; but as we have not 
reached, and I certainly shall not reach for two years to come, a point 
when the pension-list will begin to decline, and as we are required to 
appropriate for the present fiscal year $300,000 for this item, instead of 
$250,000—— 

Mr. O'NEILL. Not necessarily. 

Mr. HOLMAN. It is quite clear that $300,000 will be required fox 
the next year. 

Mr. O'NEILL. It is not quite €9 clear as the gentleman thinks; that 
is to say, it is not clear in the mind of the Commissioner; but it is clear 
to my mind, and I think to the minds of members of the committee, 
that we must hurry on with this examinati 

Mr. HOLMAN. Certainly. 

Mr. O'NEILL. Ido not mean that they should be hurried in such 4 
way as to cause them to be improperly made; but we must bring these 
examinations to a close as rapidly as possible. We are approaching 
time when the amount necessary to be appropriated for pensions will be 
reduced from year to year. 

Mr. HOLMAN. But as we require $300,000 for this item for the 





present year, and as it is quite clear the number of cases to be disposed 
of next year will be as large as those disposed of in this year, and there- 
fore $300,000 will be required for the next year, I think it is just as 
well toappropriate the sum required. 
ment. 

The Clerk read as follows: 

For contingent expenses of pension agencies, $10,000. 


I withdraw the pro forma amend- 
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Mr. BROWNE. I move to amend by adding to the paragraph last 
read the provision which I send to the desk. 

The Clerk read as follows: 

That all pensions and arrears of pensions payable or to be paid to pensioners 
who are or may become inmates of the National Home for Disabled Volunteer 
Soldiers shall be paid to the treasurer of said home—— 

Mr. O'NEILL. The Clerk need not read any further. I make the 
point the amendment is not in order. It is new legislation. 

Mr. HISCOCK. -We put on the last sundry civil appropriation bill 
in reference to those soldiers precisely the legislation the gentleman from 
Indiana indicated. And I say now we will again put it on in the sun- 
dry civil bill when reported to the House. And if in any way he desires 
to have it amended we will consult with him in regard to the amend- 
ment at that time. 

Mr. BROWNE. I am entirely willing with that understanding to 
withdraw my amendment. 

Mr. O’NEILL moved that the committee rise and report the bill and 
amendments to the House. 

The motion was agreed to; and the Speaker having resumed the 
chair, Air. REED reported that the Committee of the Whole House onthe 
state of the Union had, according to order, had under consideration the 
bill H. R. 7193, making appropriations for the payment of invalid and 
other pensions of the United States for the fiscal year ending June 30, 
1884, and for other purposes, and had directed him to report the same 
back to the House, with sundry amendments in which concurrence was 








requested. 


The amendments were agreed to. 


Mr. O’ NEILL moved to reconsider the vote by which the amendments 
were agreed to; and also moved that the motion to reconsider be laid on 


the table. 


The latter motion was agreed to. 
The bill as amended was ordered to be engrossed and read a third | 


time; and being engrossed, it was acccordingly read the third time. 


The SPEAKER. 


This being a general appropriation bill, under the 


rules the vote on its passage must be taken by the yeas and nays. 
The question was taken; and it was decided in the affirmative—yeas 
176, nays 3, not voting 110; as follows: 


YEAS—176. 

Aldrich, Davis, LowndesH. Le Fevre, tyan, 
Anderson, Dawes, Lewis, Scranton, 
Atherton, Deering, Lindsey, Shallenberger 
Atkins, De Motte, Lord, Sherwin, 
Barr, Dibrell, Lynch, Shultz, 
Bayne, Dingley, Mackey, Simonton, 
Beach, Dowd, Marsh, Singleton, J. W 
Belford, Dunn, Matson Skinner, 
Belmont, Ellis, . McCoid, Smalls, 
Berry, Ermentrout, McCook, Smith, A. Herr 
Bingham Evins, McKenzie, Smith, Dietrich C. 
Bisbee, Farwell, Sewell 8S. McLean, Jas, HH. Sparks 
Blackburn, Flower, MeMillin, Spaulding, 
Bland, Forney, Miles, Spooner, 
Blount, Frost, Miller, Springer, 
Bowman, Garrison, Mills, Steele, 

ragg, Geddes, Moore, Stockslager, 
Brewer, Godshalk, Morey, Stone, 
Briggs, Guenther, orse, Strait, 
Browne, Hall, Moulton, Taylor, 
Buchanan, Hammond, N. J. Murch, Thomas, 
Burrows, Julius C. Hardenbergh, Mutchler, Thompson, P. B. 
Burrows, Jos. H. Harmer, Neal, Thompson, Wm. G. 
Butterworth, Harris, Benj. W. Nolan, Townsend, Amos 
Caldwell, Haseltine, Norcross, Townshend, Rk. W. 
Calkins, Hatch, O'Neill, Turner, Henry G. 
Campbell, Heilman, Page, Tyler, 
Carpenter, Hepburn, Parker, Updegraff, 
Cassidy, Hiscock, Payson, Upson, 
Caswell, Hitt, Peelle, Valentine, 
Chapman, Holman, Peirce, Van Aernam, 
Clardy, Horr, Pettibone Wadsworth, 
Clark, Hubbs, Phister, Walker, 

» Jacobs, Pound, Ward, 
Converse, Jadwin Prescott, Warner, 
Covington, Jones, George W. Ranney, Watson, 
Cox, William R. Jones, Phineas Reed, Webber, 
Cravens, Joyce, Rice, Theron M. West, 
Culberson, Ketcham, Rice, Wm. W. White, 
Cullen, Klotz, Rich, Williams, Chas. G. 
Curtin, Lacey, Ritchie, Williams, Thomas 
Cutts, Lad Robinson, Geo. D. Willis, 
Davidson, Latham, Robinson, Jas.S. Willits, 
Davis, George R. Leedom, ns, Wilson. 
NAYS—3. 
Clements, Money, Turner, Oscar 
NOT VOTING—110. 
Aiken, Cannon, Dunnell, Harris, Henry 8. 
Armfield, Carlisle; Dwight, Haskell, 
Barbour, Cc ¥ crrett, Hazelton, 
Beltzhoover, Colerick, Farwell, Chas. B. Henderson, 
Black, ° Cook, r, Herbert, 
Blanchard, Cornell, Ford, Herndon, 
Bliss, Cox, Samuel S. Fulkerson, Hewitt, Abram S. 
Brumm, Crapo, George, Hewitt, G. W. 
’ Crowley, Gibson, Hill, 

Buckner, Darrall, Grout, Hoblitzell, 
Cabell, Deuster, Gunter, I . 
pe 3 Dezendorf, Hammond, John Hooker, 
Candler, ’ Hardy, Houk, 




















House, McKinley, Richardson, J.S. Urner, 
Hubbell, McLane, Robt. M. Robertson, Vance, 
Humphrey, Morrison, Robeson, Van Horn, 
Hutchins, Moagrove, Robinson, Wm. FE. Van Voorhis, 
Jones, James K Muldrow, Ross, Wait, 
Jorgensen, Oates, Russell, Washburn, 
Kasson, Pacheco Seales, Wellborn, 
Kelley, Paul, Scoville, Whitthorne, 
Kenna Phelps Shackelford, Wise, Georre D 
King, Randal Shelley, Wise, Morgan R. 
Knott, Singleton, Otho R. Wood, Benjamim 
Manning, Smith, J. Hyatt Wood, Walter A 
Martin, “, Speer, Young. 
Mason, Rice, John B lalbott, 
McClure, Richardson, ». » Cucker 

So the bill was passed 

During the roll-call the following pairs were announced from the 


Clerk’s desk: 
Mr. CORNELL with Mr. BLAcK. 


Mr. SPAULDING with Mr. JoNes of Arkansas 
IP sy Ricuarpson, of New York, with Mr. RicHARpson, of South Car- 

Mr. HUBBELL with Mr. BLACKBURN 

Mr. DUNNELL with Mr. HARnRIs of New Jersey 

Mr. HENDERSON with Mr. BENJAMIN Woop 

Mr. URNER with Mr. MCLANE of Maryland. 

Mr. MASON with Mr. KENNA. 

Mr. DARRALL with Mr. TALBotTr 

Mr. WASHBURN with Mr. REAGAN 

Mr. Hovuk with Mr. Ross. 

Mr. FISHER with Mr. ROSECRANS 

Mr. Smitu, of New York, with Mr. Hurenins 

Mr. CANDLER with Mr. HOBLITZELL. 

Mr. HAMMOND, of New York, with Mr. Hrwrrt, of New York. 

Mr. WAIT with Mr. Kina. 

Mr. ROBESON with Mr. HERBERT 

Mr. Buck with Mr. AIKEN. 

Mr. Camp with Mr. MARTIN. 

Mr. FARWELL, of Illinois, with Mr. SHACKELFORD 

Mr. ROSECRANS. lam paired with Mr. Fismer, but as he and I 
are in favor of this bill I have voted in the affirmative. 


Mr.SPAULDING. Lam paired with Mr. Jones, of Arkansas, on po- 
litical questions, but not regarding this as of that character I have voted. 

The vote was then announced as above recorded. 

Mr. O'NEILL moved the vote by which the bill was 
passed; and also moved that the motion to reconsider be laid on the 
table. 

The latter m« 


to reconsider 


ition was agreed to 


JOUN BAILEY 

Mr. MURCH. I submit the following privileged resolution 

The Clerk read as follows: 

That the select committee of the House of Representatives in relation to the 
charges against John Bailey, Chief Clerk of this House, be instructed to imquire 
whether said Bailey has at any time attempted to influence legislation in this 
House for the benetit of the Washington Gaslight Company 

Mr. MURCH. lL offer this resolution because Iam desirous there 
should be an exhaustive and thorough investigation. 

Mr. REED. We reserve objection. 

Mr. MURCH. I understand the resolution passed the other day is 
limited and would not cover one result we want to get. And I offer 
thissubseq uent one for the purpose of making thisinvestigation thorough 
and exhaustive, and either establishing the charges or proving the inno- 
cence of this man inrespect to this matter. I therefore call for a vote 
upon it. 

The resolution was agreed to. 

Mr. MURCH moved to reconsider the vote by which the resolution 
was agreed to; and also moved that the motion to reconsider be laid 
on the table. 

The latter motion was agreed to. 

ENROLLED BILLS SIGNED. 

Mr. ALDRICH, from the Committee on Enrolled Bills, reported that 
they had examined and found duly enrolled bills of the following titles; 
when the Speaker signed the same: 

A bill (H. R. 6627) to authorize the establishment of a free public 
highway in the District of Columbia; 

A bill (Hf. R 1698) for the relief of the heirs of Peter Gallagher; and 

A bill (H. R. 3506) amending sections 1926 and 1927 of the Revised 
Statutes so as to extend the limits of the jurisdiction of justices of the 
peace in the Territories of Washington, Idaho, and Montana. 

ORDER OF BUSINESS. 

Mr. WHITE. 
ness, 

Mr. BUTTERWORTH. I desire unanimous consent to take from 
the Speaker’s table House bill 5656 with Senate amendments 

Mr. WHITE. I object. 


I now call up the regular order, the unfinished busi 
i ’ 


Mr. BUTTERWORTH 
request. 


Well, wait a moment and let me make my 
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Mr. HISCOCK. I call for the regular order. 

Mr. WHITE. I have no objection to having the bill read. 1 ask 
that the gentleman from Ohio may be allowed to have this bill read. 

Mr. BUTTERWORTH. I do not care to have it acted upon. 

Mr. WHITE. I ask that it be read without debate. 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman from Ohio asks unanimous consent 
to take from the table the bill which he has indicated. 

Mr. WHITE. I ask that it be read without debate. 

Mr. BUTTERWORTH. LI have no objection to its being read. It 
is a Senate amendment to the House bill. 

Mr. ANDERSON. I object. 

Mr. HISCOCK. L rise to make a privileged motion. 

Mr. WHITE. I reserve the point of order on this bill. 

The SPEAKER. Objection has been made to the request of the gen- 
tleman from Ohio. 

Mr. HISCOCK. I yield now to the gentleman from Alabama. 

Mr. BUTTERWORTH. I will detain the House but for a moment. 

The SPEAKER. Objection has been made. 

Mr. FORNEY. I now move that the House resolve itself into Com- 
mittee of the Whole on the state of the Union for the purpose of consid- 
ering the bill (HL. R. 7191) making appropriations for fortifications and 
other works of defense, and for the armament thereof, for the fiscal year 
ending June 30, 1884, and for other purposes. 

Mr. WHITE. I raise the question of consideration. I have already 
made a motion that we now proceed to the consideration of the unfinished 
business, and I ask the Speaker to decide whether that is not now in 
order. 

The SPEAKER. In the absence of something higher it would be in 
order; but the gentleman from Alabama submits a motion to go into 
Committee of the Whole on the state of the Union to consider a general 
appropriation bill. 

Mr. WHITE. And on that [ raise the question of consideration. 

The SPEAKER. The only way you can raise the question of con- 
sideration against this motion will be by voting it down. 

Mr. PAGE. I desire to make a parliamentary inquiry. 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman will state it. 

Mr. PAGE. ‘The gentleman from Kentucky has called for the reg- 
ular order, being, as he claimed, the unfinished business. What is the 
unfinished business ? 

The SPEAKER. As the Chair recollects, it is the report made by the 
gentleman from Maine to amend the rules of the House. 

Mr. ANDERSON. Well, let us take that up by unanimous consent. 
{| Laughter. ] 

Mr. REED. If there is any business before the House more unfin- 
ished than that, 1 would like to know what it is. [Laughter and ap- 
plause. ] 

The SPEAKER, ‘The House will be inorder. The gentleman from 
Alabama submits a motion which he is entitled to make under the rules 
of the House. 

Mr. WHITE. Pending that I rise to a question of order. 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman will stete it. 

Mr. WHITE. Under Rule XXTV of the House resolutions of inquiry 
directed to the heads of the Executive Departments shall be in order for 
reference to appropriate committees, which resolution shall be reported 
to the House within one week thereafter. A resolution of inquiry was 
introduced by myself, and was referred to the Committee on Ways and 
Means. After being considered six weeks it was reported back to the 
House on the 6thof June last, The report has been printed, and is now 
on the list of unfinished business. The gentleman from Maine does not 
call up his unfinished business; I have called up this, and I make the 
paint that this is a question of the highest privilege, and that the Speaker 
m deciding the way he has is simply lending to this whisky bill 

The SPEAKER The gentleman claimed that he rose to a question 
of order, The Chair discovers that it was no point of order at all. 

The resolution was reported back by the committee adversely, and 
on the application of the gentleman from Kentucky was placed upon 
the Calendar of unfinished business. It is not now entitled to come 
up as against the motion of the gentleman from Alabama. 

The question is now on agreeing to the motion submitted by the gen- 
tleman from Alabama that the House resolve itself into the Committee 
of the Whole on the state of the Union for the purpose of considering 
the fortifications appropriation bill. 

The motion was . 

The House accordingly resolved itself into Committee of the Whole 
House on the state of the Union, Mr. DAvis, of Illinois, in the chair. 


FORTIFICATIONS APPROPRIATION BILL. 


The CHAIRMAN. The House is now in Committee of the Whole 
on the state of Union for the purpose of considering the bill (H. R. 
7191) making appropriations for fortifications and other works of de- 
fense, and for the armament thereof, for the fiscal year ending June 30, 
1884, and for other purposes. The Clerk will report the bill. 

The bill was read at length. 

Mr. FORNEY. Mr. Chairman, the bill that the committee has under 
consideration at this time appropriates $325,000, some $50,000 less than 








the amount apprepriated in the present year. If the committee will 
notice the first section of the bill the sum of $175,000 is appropriated 
for the protection, preservation, and repair of fortifications and other 
works of defense for the fiscal year ending June 30, 1884; a similar sum 
was appropriated for the present year, and for the year 1882, and out 
of this sum about $166,000 wasexpended. The committee do not think 
that they can get along with a less sum than that specified in the bill 
and this amount is appropriated to keep them in proper repair and 
preservation. It is not appropriated for the purpose of building any 
other fortifications, but the Chief of Engineers is satisfied that he can 
not get along with less than this amount. 

The next item is $100,000, appropriated for heavy guns and howitz- 
ers, but the principal object of this appropriation is to convert smooth- 
bore guns into rifled guns. The Chiet of Ordnance last year converted 
some of those guns. They are found to be very useful, and we have a 
large number of smooth-bore guns that can be converted. He thinks 
that $100,000 can be judiciously expended next year for that purpose. 

The next item is $50,000 for torpedoes for harbor defense. For this 
year we appropriated $100,000, but we find that only $5,000 of that 
sum has been expended up to this time, and we did not think it was 
necessary to appropriate a larger sum this year than $50,000. 

If no gentleman desires to ask any question or to discuss this bill I 
now ask that it be read by paragraphs under the five-minute rule. 

Mr. HOLMAN. How does the bill compare as to amount with the 
bill of last session ? 

Mr. FORNEY. It is $50,000 less. 

The Clerk read the following paragraph: 

That the sum of $175,000 be, and the same is hereby, appropriated, out of any 
money in the Treasury not otherwise appropriated, for the protection, preserva- 
tion, and repair of fortifications and other works of defense for the fiscal year end- 
ing June 30, 1884, the same to be expended under the direction of the Secretary of 
War; also the following for the armament of fortifications, namely : 

For the armament of seacoast fortifications, including heavy guns and howitz- 
ers for flank defense, carriages, projectiles, fuses, powder, and implements, their 
trial and proof, and all necessary expenses incident thereto, including compen- 
sation of draughtsmen on gun-construction while employed in Ordnance Bureau, 
and for machine guns, including the conversion of smooth-bore cannon into 
rifles, $100,000, 

Mr. McCOOK. I move to strike out the last word. 

On more than one occasion I have tried to show to the House of Rep- 
resentatives that the fortifications of this country are in an absolutely 
worthless condition for all purposes of warfare. In the last session of 
Congress when this bill was before the Committee of the Whole | offered 
an amendment to increase very materially the appropriation for the 
purpose not only of repairing the present fortifications but of adding to 
them. I cited the report of eminent engineers in justification of that 
action on my part. , 

I have been long enough in the House, Mr. Chairman, to understand 
fully the difficulty, the almost impossibility, of attempting to amend 
any bill that comes before us from the Committee on Appropriations, 
especially a bill of this character; and therefore I simply rise for the 
purpose of again protesting against the neglect that the House of Rep- 
resentatives or the Congress of the United States indulges in in leaving 
our seacoast fortifications in their present helpless condition. 

It is recognized by all of us that practically we have no navy. It is 
asserted by. the Engineer Department of the United States that for all 
purposes of defense our fortifications are in a worthless condition. And 
were it not for the efficiency of our torpedo system, in the event of war 
with one of the great maritime powers, the harbor of New York is as 
defenseless to-day as if there were not an earthwork there. 

I hope the time is not very far distant when the Committee on Ap- 
propriations of this House will recognize that fact ; and that the opinion 
of educated officers who have made the state of the fortifications of this 
country and of our harbor defenses a life study will be consulted, rather 
than the economy which amounts to parsimony. And, as one of the 
Representatives from the city of New York, I again, for the fifth or sixth 
time and for the last time, call the attention of the House to the con- 
dition of the harbor of that great city and assert, on the statement of 
competent engineers, that it is absolutely defenseless to~<lay in the 
event of war with one of the great maritime powers of the earth. 

I withdraw the formal amendment. ‘ 

The Clerk resumed and concluded the reading of the bill. 

Mr. FORNEY. I move that the committee rise and report the bill. 

The motion was agreed to. ‘ 

The committee accordingly rose; and Mr. PAYSON having taken the 
chair as Speaker pro tempore, Mr. Davis, of Illinois, reported that the 
Committee of the Whole House on the state of the Union had had under 
consideration the bill (H. R. 7191) making appropriations for fortifi- 
cations and other works of defense, and for the armament thereof, for 
the fiscal year ending June 30, 1884, and for other purposes, and had 
directed him to report the same back to the House with the recom- 
mendation that it do pass. ; 

The bill wasordered to be engrossed and read a third time; and being 
engrossed, it was accordingly read the third time. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The question is on the passage of the 
bill. This being a general appropriation bill, the question must be 
taken by yeas and nays. 
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The question was taken; and it wasdecided in the aflirmative—yeas | Winterset, Iowa. 
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That resolution has been returned from the Renate 


| with an amendment, containing, | suppose, some proper restrictions. 1 


ask that the joint resolution be taken from the Speaker's table and the 


| Senate amendment concurred in 


| orders. 


YEAS—185. 
Aiken. Curtin, Ladd, Shallenberger, 
Aldrich, Davidson, Latham, Sherwin, 
Anderson, Davis, George R. Leedom, Shultz, 
Armfield, Davis, Lowndes IH. Le Fevre, Simonton, 
Atherton, Dawes, Lewis, Singleton, Otho Rh. | 
Atkins, Deering, Lindsey, Skinner, 
Bayne, De Motte Lord Smalls, 
Beach, Dezendorf Lynch, Smith, A. Herr 
Belford, Dibrell, Mackey, Smith, Dietrich C, 
Belmont, Dowd, Manning, Sparks, 
Bingham, Dunn, McCoid, Spaulding, i 
Bisbee, Ellis, McCook, Speer, 
Blackburn, Ermentrout, McKenzie, Spooner, 
Blanchard, Evins, McKinley, Springer, | 
Bland, Farwell,Sewell S, McLean, Jas. If. Steele, | 
Blount, Flower, MeMillin, Stockslager, 
Bowman, Forney, Miller, Stone, | 
Bragg, Frost, Mills, Strait, 
Brewer, Garrison, Money, Taylor, 
Briggs, Geddes, Moore, Thomas, | 
Browne, George, Morey, Thompson, P. B. | 
Brumm, Gibson, Morse, Thompson, W. G. 
Buchanan, Godshalk , Mosgrove, Townsend, Amos 
Buck, Grout, Moulton, ‘Townshend, R. W. | 
Burrows, Julius C, Guenther, Muldrow, Turner, Henry G. | 
Burrows, Jos. H. Gunter, Mutchler, Turner, Oscar | 
Butterworth, Hardenbergh, Neal, Updegraff, | 
Cabell, Harmer, Nolan, Upson, | 
Caldwell, Harris, Benj. W. Norsross, Valentine, 
Calkins, Haseltine, Oates, Vance, 
Campbell, Hatch, Parker, Van Horn, 
Candler, Heilman, Payson, Wadsworth, 
Carpenter, Hewitt, G. W. Peelle, Wait, 
Cassidy, Hill, Peiree, Walker 
Caswell, Hiscock , Pettibone, Ward, } 
Chapman, Hitt, Phelps, Warner, | 
Clardy, Holman, Phister, Watson, ! 
Clark, Horr, Prescott, Webber, 
Clements, House Ranney Wellborn, 
Cobb, Humphrey, Ray, West, 
Converse, Jacobs, Reed, White, | 
Cook, Jones, George W. Reese, Whitthorne, | 
Covington, Jones, Phineas Rice, Wm. W. Williams, Chas. G. 
Cox, Samvel 8. Joyce, Rich, Williams, Thomas 
Cox, William R. Kasson, Ritchie, Willis, 
Crapo, Ketcham, Robinson, Geo. D, Willits, 
Cravens, Klotz, Robinson, Jas. 8S. Wilson, | 
Culberson, Knott, Ryan, Wise, George D 
Oullen, Lacey Scranton, i 
NAYS—0. 
NOT VOTING—%t. | 
Barbour, Ford, Kelley, Robeson, 
rr, Fulkerson, Kenna, Robinson, Wm. EF. | 
Beltzhoover, Hall, King, Rosecrans, | 
Berry, Hammond, John Marsh, Ross, | 
Black, Hammond, N, J. Martin, Russell | 
Bliss, Hardy, Mason, Scales, 
Buckner, Harris, Henry § Matson, Scoville, 
Camp, Haskell, McClure, Shackelford, 
Cannon, Hazelton, McLane, Robt. M. Shelley, | 
Carlisle, Henderson, Miles, Singleton, J. W. 
Chace, Hepburn, Morrison, Smith, J. Hyatt 
Colerick, Herbert, Murch, Talbott, 
Cornell, Herndon, O'Neill, Tucker, 
Crowley, Hewitt, Abram S. Pacheco, Tyler, } 
Cutts, Hoblitzell, Page, Urner, } 
Darrall, Hoge, Paul, Van Aernam, 
Deuster, Hooker, Pound, Van Voorhis, | 
Dingley, Houk, Randall, Washburn, 
Dugro, Hubbell, Reagan, Wise, Morgan R. 
Dunneli, Hubbs, Rice, John B. Wood, Benjamin 
Dwight, Hutchins, Rice, Theron M. Wood, Walter A. 
Errett, Jadwin, Richardson, D. P. Young. 
Farwell, Charles B. Jones, James K. Richardson, J. 8. | 
Fisher, Jorgensen, Robertson, 
So the bill was passed. | 


The following additional pairs were announced: 
Mr. HAMMOND, of Georgia, with Mr. TowNSEND, of Ohio. 
Mr, CALKINS with Mr. BARBOUR. 


Mr. CALKINS. 


political question is involved. 


Mr. TOWNSEND, of Ohio. 


Mr. WAIT. 


questions; but not 
Mr. ARMFIELD. 


I degjre to state that although I am paired with 
Mr. BARBouR, of Virginia, I have voted on this roll-call, because no 


mr I am paired with Mr. HAMMOND, of 
Georgia, but it is upon political questions, and this not being one, I 
have voted, and I think the gentleman from Georgia would have voted 
the same way had he been present. 
I am paired with Mr. KING, of Louisiana, on political 
regarding this as one, I have voted. 
' I desire to state that my colleagues, Mr. SCALES 
= Mr. SHACKELFORD, are detained from the House on account of 


The result of the vote was announced as above stated. 


Mr. FORNEY moved to reconsider the vote by which the bill was 





— and also moved that the motion to reconsider be laid on the 
e, 


The latter motion was agreed to. 


NATIONAL BANK OF WINTERSET. 
Mr. KASSON: A few days since the House, by unanimous consent, 
passed a joint resolution to change the name of the National Bank at 





There was no objection, and the joint resolution (H. Res. $08) chang 
ing the name of the National Bank at Winterset, in Iowa, was taken 
from the Speaker's table. 

The amendment of the Senate was to strike out all after the enactis 
clause, and insert in lieu thereof the following: 


That the name of the National Bank of Winterset, Lowa, shall be char 
the First National Bank of Winterset, lowa, whenever the board of directors of 
said bank shall accept the new name by resolution of the board confirmed by a 
vote of two-thirds of the stockholders, and cause a copy of such resolution, duly 
authenticated, to be filed with the Comptroller of the Currency: Provided, That 
such acceptance be made within six months atter the passage of this resolution 
and that all expenses of such change, including that of printing and engraving 
be paid by the said bank 

Sec. 2. That all the debts, 
National Bank of Winterset 
National Bank of Winterset, 


liabilities, rights, privileges, and powers of the 
lowa, shall devolve upon und inure to the First 
lowa, whenever such « han re of name is effected 
The amendment of the 
The amendment to the 


follows: 


Senate was concurred in 
title was also concurred in, so as 


A joint resolution providing for a change in the nan 


of the National Bank « 
Winterset, lowa,. 


Mr. KASSON moved to reconsider the votes just taken; and also moved 
that the motion to reconsider be laid on the table 

The latter motion was agreed to. 

ORDER OF 

Mr. BUTTERWORTH 
Speaker’s table. 

Mr. JOYCE. I call up the special order. 

The SPEAKER. The special order takes precedence of the motion 
of the gentleman from Ohio [ Mr. BuTreRWortTH]. The Clerk will read 
the order of the House. 

The Clerk read as follows 

Resolved, That the public bills reported from the Select Committee on the Pay 
ment of Pensions, Bounty, and Back Pay be made the special order for Thursday, 
May 11, after the morning hour, and from day to day thereafter until disposed 
of, not to antagonize gencral appropriation and revenue bills or existing special 

(April 20, 1882 

Mr. CULBERSON. I desire to inquire whether or not the special 
order which I endeavored to call up the other day does not now com 
up? 

The SPEAKER. ‘The special order called up by the gentleman from 
Vermont [ Mr. Joyce] takes precedence, not only because it is prior in 
point of time fixed for its consideration, but also in another respect 

Mr. THOMPSON, of Kentucky. 
inquiry. 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman will state it 

Mr. THOMPSON, of Kentucky. [ understand that the gentleman 
from Ohio [Mr. Be7rTeRWortTH]| desires to call up the bonded spirit 
bill, which is a revenue bill, and revenue bills are excepted from the 
special order which the gentleman from Vermont [Mr. Joycr] has 
called up. 

The SPEAKER. The bill referred to by the gentleman from Ken 
tucky is on the Speaker’s table, and therefore not before the Llouse for 
consideration, or the point might be well taken. 

Mr. THOMPSON, of Kentucky. I understand that the gentleman 
from Ohio [ Mr. Burrrrwortit] moved to go to business on the Speaker's 
table for the purpose of taking up that bill. 

The SPEAKER. But that motion does not take precedence of the 
special order. 

Mr. BUTTERWORTH. L understand that the question of prece 
dence arises only when the two bills are before the House, and not when 
one is on the Speaker’s table. 

TheSPEAKER. The question of precedence can not rise in this case. 
The motion to go to the Speaker’s table is not in order as against the 
special order called up by the gentleman from Vermont. 

Mr. JOYCE. Iask unanimousconsent thatthe bills which have been 
reported from the Committee on the Payment of Pensions, Bounty, and 
Back Pay be now considered in the House as in Committee of the Whole 

The SPEAKER. That is not necessary. 

Mr. JOYCE. Then I withdraw that request. 

Mr. WHITE. I raise the question of consideration. 

The SPEAKER. Against what? 

Mr. WHITE. Against the bill that has been called up by the gen 
tleman from Vermont [Mr. Joyce]; not that Iam opposed to it, but 
I am more in favor of considering another matter. 

The SPEAKER. The title of the bill will first be read. 

The title of the bill was read, as follows: 


BUSINESS. 


I now move to proceed to business on the 


I desire to make a parliamentary 


A bill (II. R. 3249) relating to the adjudication of claims for pensions 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman from Kentucky [Mr. WiiTr] raises 
the question of consideration against this bill. 

The question was taken; and the House decided to proceed with the 
consideration of the bill. 
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ADJUDICATION OF PENSION CLAIMS. 

The SPEAKER. The Clerk will read the bill. 

The bill was read, as follows: 

Be it enacted, &-c., That the Secretary of the Interior be, and is hereby, author- 
ized and directed in the adjudication of all claims for pensions now pending or 
hereafter filed to treat the declarations that have been verified before any oflicer 
or officers authorized to administer oaths as if the same had been verified before 
a court of record, or before some officer thereof having custody of its seal, as 

»yrovided by section 4714 of the Revised Statutes; and that the said section is 
Renaher amended accordingly. _ 

Mr. HISCOCK. I hope the gentleman from Vermont [Mr. Joycr] 
will explain what is intended by this bill. 

Mr. MCMILLIN. Let the report be read. 

Mr. JOYCE. ‘The report is very brief; merely a formal report. 

The SPEAKER. The report will be read. 

‘The report was read, as follows: 

The Committee on the Payment of Pensions, Bounty, and Back Pay, to whom 
was referred the bill of the House No, 3249, have duly considered the same, and 
for reasons appearing upon the face of the bill recommend the passage of the 
same with the following amendment: 

Add at the end of the bill the following words: 

* Provided, ‘That the official character of the officer before whom any declara- 
tion shall hereaftér be verified shall be duly attested by some oflicer of a court 
having the custody of its seal.”’ 

Mr. JOYCE. Section 4714 of the Revised Statutes provides that 
the declarations of pension claimants shall be made before a court of 
record or some officer thereof having custody of its seal, &c. It has 
been found in the practice of the Pension Office that very often claim- 
ants make a mistake in regard to these matters, and the oath is admin- 
istered by a notary public or a justice of the peace. Of course the 
declaration executed in that manner is sent to the Pension Office and 
sometimes remains there for two or three years before it is discovered 
that there is any mistake in the matter. 

The subject was brought to the attention of the Commissioner of Pen- 
sions when he began to execute the arrears-of-pensions law. It was 
then found that in a great many cases men who were honestly entitled 
to arrearages of pensions had made their declarations before a justice 
of the peace or a notary public or some officer of that character, and 
not before an officer of a court of record, and of course when the papers 
come to be examined they had to be thrown out, and the man by this 
means was deprived of his arrears of pension. 

This bill is intended to cover and correct that difficulty. It provides 
that the declaration of an applicant for pension may be sworn to before 
a notary public or a justice of the peace; and the amendment provides 
that the official character of this officer, whether a notary public or a 
justice of the peace, must be certified by an officer of a court of record 
who has a seal. 

Mr. HISCOCK. I wish to ask the gentleman a question. Is not the 
purpose of the law as it now stands to prevent fraudulent claims for 
pensions from being filed? And has it been regarded as necessary that 
these affidavits, which are the evidence upon which the Commissioner 
of Pensions acts in determining claims, should be authenticated in the 
same manner as affidavits received in ordinary courts, the purpose be- 
ing to guard against fraudulent or fictitious claims being sworn to before 
officers unknown to the Federal law, and officers of such a character 
that their certification would carry with it very little evidence of au- 
thenticity? Does not this bill propose to remove one of the safeguards 
which was intended to be especially provided in the statute which the 
gentleman proposes to repeal ? 

Mr. JOYCE. The gentleman from New York has propounded to me 
a question which is a great deal longer than my in explanation 
of the bill; but I think I can answer him. I believe, Mr. Speaker, that 
the effect of this bill will be precisely contrary to what the gentleman 
intimates. The officer whose authentication we propose to receive isan 
officer of a court of record, who resides at the county-seat and who has 
aseal. If the parties themselves be required to appear before him, he 
may know nothing at all about them or their character. But if you 
allow the affidavit to be made before a justice of the peace or a notary 
public he will doubtless know the character of the applicant and all 
about him. The very p of the bill is to protect the Government 
and the Pension Office against any opportunity for fraud or collusion. 
Under this bill the applicant for pension will go before a justice of the 
peace or notary in the town where he resides. This officer, who knows 
all about him and his pension claim, takes the affidavit; and then the 
county clerk, who is an officer of a court of record, certifies to the official 
character of the man who has administered the oath to the claimant. 

Mr. BLACKBURN. Mr. Speaker, as I understand, there is but one 
class of citizens in this country to-day who have the right under the 
law to reach the Treasury of this Government on ex parte testimony; 
this class consists of claimants for pensions. In respect to these appli- 
cations the Government is represented by uo counsel; no depositions 
are taken on its part; there is no cross-examination of the testimony in 
support of the application. The whole proceeding is ex parte. But as 
the law stands to-day the pensioner must take his affidavits and have 
them certified by an officer of a court of record. This bill has but one 
purpose—to give to every irresponsible justice of the peace throughout 
the land the power to make the certificate which the law now requires 
to be made by an officer of a court of record to these er parte affidavits. 





Mr. ROBINSON, of Massachusetts. Will the gentleman allow me 
to make a suggestion? 

Mr. BLACKBURN. Certainly. 

Mr. ROBINSON, of Massachusetts. It seems to me the gentleman 
is in error, and perhaps the House may be under a misapprehension. 
This bill, if I understand it correctly, applies only to what is called the 
original application or declaration for a pension. It doesnot at all refer 
to the affadavits which support that declaration, because under the law 
as it at present exists all the testimony in support of such an application 
may be taken before any of the officers named in this bill, provided the 
official character of the officer is certified to by the clerk of the county 
court. Therefore this bill does not open the question of receiving testi- 
mony. It opens no door to fraud except, as the gentleman may say, 
with respect to the original declaration—— 

Mr. BLACKBURN. That is it. 

Mr. ROBINSON, of Massachusetts. The declaration in which the 
applicant for a pension declares that he is the identical person who served 
in a certain company and regiment, and is entitled toa pension. Fur- 
ther than that no change in the lawis proposed. This bill has no refer- 
ence to the affidavits in support of the application. 

Mr. BLACKBURN. Mr. Speaker, I admit that the gentleman from 
Massachusetts is entirely correct in his statement as to the scope of this 
bill. But I know he isa good lawyer, and I submit to him the question, 
do these original declarations constitute any evidence at all? Are they 
of any value in any court whatever ? 

Mr. ROBINSON, of Massachusetts. The declaration? No, sir. 

Mr. BLACKBURN. Is the declaration of any other value than as a 
part of the pleading ? 

Mr. ROBINSON, of Massachusetts. Not at all. 

Mr. BLACKBURN. Now, Mr. Speaker, I am perfectly willing to 
submit to the gentleman from Massachusetts the question, and let him 
answer with his usual candor, whether the only effect of this bill will 
not be to enlarge the opportunities that the applicant for pension, who 
now has special privileges over every other citizen in respect to support- 
ing his claim by ex parte testimony, will have to reach the Treasury of 
the Government ? 

Mr. ROBINSON, of Massachusetts. I will answer the gentleman in 
this way: The clerk of a county court may reside fifty or one hundred 
miles from the residence of the applicant. The applicant under the 
present law is compelled to go before that officer, possibly at consider- 
able expense and trouble, to be identified. Under this bill he may go 
before a notary public or a justice of the peace in his immediate vicinity 
to be identified, and then there must bea certification by the county oflicer 
that the notary or the justice of the peace is authorized to take aflida- 
vits and is a person of good character and standing. In my judgment 
there is quite as much safety for the Government under this method of 
authenticating the declarations as under the present law. 

Mr. JOYCE. Allow me to suggest another hardship under the law 
as it now stands. If the claimant fails to complete his claim before his 
death the widow is not allowed to draw pension if it is discovered that 
the declaration of the claimant is informal in the matter now under con- 
sideration. I will ask the gentleman from Kentucky [Mr. BLack- 
BURN] upon his own theory what possible objection he can have to the 

of this bill? 

Mr. BLACKBURN. Will my friend from Vermont allow me to ask 
him a question by way of suggestion? Will he agree that the bill may 
be amended by adding the following words: 

And provided, That said application shall not be received as evidence of the 
facts therein stated. 

Mr. BROWNE. That amendment is not necessary; it is the law now. 

Mr. JOYCE. There can be no possible excuse for any amendment 
of that kind, because a declaration is not received as evidence now. 

Mr. BINGHAM. Let it go. 

Mr. JOYCE. The declaration is no evidence in the case. It isa 
statement of the claim fora pension. It is a mere matter of formality 
before any evidence is introduced et all, and can have no possible bear- 
ing on the case as evidence, unless backed up by evidence already pro- 
vided. 

Mr. BLACKBURN. Let me ask the gentleman in charge of the bill 
one question ? 

Mr. JOYCE. One word farther. Ifthe case stopped in the Pension 
Office with the filing of the application, of course no pension would be 


ted. 

eM. BLACKBURN. As the gentleman fails to respond directly to 
the proposition of this amendment, I have just this to say: I do not see 
any object or purpose this bill can have unless it be to open still wider 
the doors for the prosecution of pension cases. Under the law, as it 
stands to-day, the pensioner has advantages given to no other citizen ot 
this country. That no man will deny; and I do not see the necessity 
for additional legislation in that direction. 

Mr. JOYCE. It would exclude every one of these cases now in the 
Pension Office. Those claims can not be allowed because of this sim- 
ple informality. : 

Mr. HOUSE. I should like to ask the gentleman a question. As 
I understand it the amendment of the committee does nc* apply toeany 
declaration already filed? 
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Mr. JOYCE. Yes, it does. 

Mr. HOUSE. Does it apply to those now on file”? 

Mr. JOYCE. Yes; to those now on file. 

Mr. HOUSE. Any declaration already on file, not sworn to before 


a court of record, is not required to be certified by any officer having | except those who are allowed to appear in the Court of Claims prove 


charge of the seal of the court. 

Mr. JOYCE. Oh, yes; it is. 

Mr. HOUSE. Oh, no. If the gentleman will read the amendment 
it will be seen it provides as follows: 

Provided, The official character of the officer before whom any declaration 
hereafter shall be verified shall be duly attested by some officer of the court hav- 
ing the custody of the seal. 

And the declarations already on file, although not made as the law 
requires, before the court of record, are not to be thus certified. 

Mr. JOYCE. 
sible there may be a word omitted in the amendment, to have all these 


declarations, not only those hereafter to be filed but those already on | 


file, to be certitied to. 

Mr. HOUSE. If the gentleman will look at the amendment he will 
see that is not provided for. 

Mr. JOYCE. I have not the bill before me, but I am willing that 
the words shall be inserted, so as to include those already on file as 
well as those hereafter to be filed. 

Mr.SKINNER. With the permission of the gentleman from Vermont 
[Mr. Joyce], in charge of this bill, I wish toask hima question. Now, 
sir, this country has become sensitive upon the question of pensions. 
As the gentleman from Kentucky [Mr. BLACKBURN ] has said, and as 
has been said by other gentlemen on this floor, a pensioner is the only 
citizen of the United States who can knock at the doors of the Treasury 
and receive his pension on ex parte testimony. I believe it is the duty 
of this Congress, as soon as possible, to provide some means whereby in 
the examination of every case the Government as well as the pensioner 
may be represented. 

Mr. BLACKBURN. That is right. 

Mr. SKINNER. Now, there is one question in regard to this bill. 
Knowing the people of the country have become sensitive on the ques- 
tion, I desire to ask this one particular question of the gentleman from 
Yermont, who has this bill in charge: Does this bill, if it becomes a law, 
make it easier or more difficult for a pensioner to prosecute his claim to 
success ? 
door, not against an honest pensioner but against dishonest pensioners. 
And you will find pension agents all over the country who are just as 
strenuous to get their arms into the Treasury fora dishonest pensioner as 
for an honest one. And I would like to know the general effect of this 
bill, whether it makes it easier or more difficult to procure pensions? 

Mi. BROWNE. It does not affect the law at all. 

Mr. SKINNER. Then what is the use of it? 

Mr. JOYCE. I move to insert, after the word 
words ‘‘ has been verified or;’’ so it will read: 

Provided, That the official character of the officer before whom any declaration 
has been verified or shall hereafter be verified, Kc. 

Mr. SPRINGER. The gentleman from Indiana [ Mr. Matson ], who 
introduced this bill, desires to say a word. 

Mr. JOYCE. I yield to the gentleman from Indiana. 

Mr. MATSON. Mr. Speaker, I had the honor to introduce the bill 
now pending before the House, and it was never intended in any way 
to affect the proof in pension claims, nor does it in its language affect 
any proof made in any case. It relates only to one matter, and pro- 
vides simply that in the pension claims now pending and hereatter to 
be filed where the claimant by mere inadvertence, or perhaps by ig- 
norance of the law, has filed a declaration which was sworn to before 
some other officer than the clerk of a court of record, he shall be al- 


**declaration,’’ the 


lowed to perfect his declaration by having a certificate of the clerk of 


that court of record that the officer before whom the claimant was sworn 
was authorized to administer oaths. 

There have been many cases which came to my attention during the 
time I have been in Congress where I know that very great injustice 
was done by reason of the fact that these claims were adjudicated but 
the arrears not allowed, although the claims were filed within the time 
prescribed by law. : 

Mr. CASWELL. That has been corrected now. 

Mr. MATSON. That has been measurably corrected, as suggested by 
the gentleman from Wisconsin, I know, by a recent decision of the At- 
torney-General. 
that decision, which is liable at any time to be reversed by the present 
Attorney-General or some successor who may differ in opinion with him. 
: is proposition is based upon the idea of giving equal and exact 
justice to all the claimants as between themselves, and not upon a prop- 
osition to give advantage to any one class or to any single pensioner in 
the prosecution of his individual claim against the Government. It 
places all upon an equal footing. 

Mr. SPRINGER. Will the gentleman from Vermont yield to me 
for a moment ? 

Mr. JOYCE. Certainly. 

Mr. SPRINGER. I simply desire to say, Mr. Speaker, that the gen- 


tleman from Kentucky [Mr. BLACKBURN] and the gentleman from 
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But the whole matter rests upon the uncertainty of 


— 


New York [Mr. SKINNER] have stated that the only class of persons 
who are allowed to approach the Treasury of the United States with 
er parte evidence are the pensioners, 


1 desire to call their attention to 
the tact that this is an error. 


All claimants against the Government 


their cases upon ex parte testimony. All the claims adjudicated by the 


| Quartermaster’s Department, and which come to this House by the 


I say instead of opening the door wider we should close the | 





general law, covering a vast number of cases in one bill, are adjudi 
cated upon ex parte testimony. All the cases that come before the two 
Houses of Congress are passed wpon by ex parte testimony As IT stated 
before, there is but one department in which the rule is reversed, and 
that is in the Court of Claims in such eases where that court has juris 
diction originally or special jurisdiction by special laws of Congress 


set h ; ¥ ° | In the Court of Claims the ordinary practice in courts of law prevails 
The object of the committee was, and it may be pos- | 


I deprecate the rule just as much as the gentleman trom Kentucky 
or any other gentleman upon the floor, the rule that allows any person 
to approach the Treasury upon purely ¢v parte testimony. But if there 


| is a class that should be permitted to prove their cases by such testi- 


mony that class is the class of persons who present claims for pensions 
to this Government. In the very nature of things their eases can not 
be proven in any other way, and I should favor, and hope the commit 

tee will report, a bill providing a court for the hearingor all such cases 
in which a case could be heard under circumstances where t! 
ment is represented and its interests properly protected 

Mr. JOYCE. I believe the House wholly understands the bill now, 
and therefore | demand the previous question upon the bill and amend 
ment. 

The previous question was ordered, under the operation of which the 
amendment was agreed to, and the bill as amended ordered 
engrossed for a third reading, read the third time, and passed 

Mr. JOYCE moved to reconsider the vote by which the bill was 
passed; and also moved that the motion to reconsider be laid on the 
table. 

The latter motion was agreed to 


e Crovern 


to be 


AMENDMENT OF PENSION LAWS 


Mr. JOYCE. I now call up for present consideration House bill No. 
1247, to amend the pension laws 
The bill was read. It is as follows 


Be it enacted, &e., That the provisions of an act entitled 
consolidate the statutes of the United States in foree December Ist, [873° ap 
proved June 22, 1874, be, and the same are hereby, so amended that from and 
after the passage of this act every person entitled by law to a less pension than 
hereinafter specified, who, while in the military or naval service of the United 
States, and in the line of duty, by disease contracted or 
have lost the sight of one eve, shall be entitled to receive a pension of $12 per 
month; and in cases in which the injury to the one eye manifestly affects inju 
riously the sight of the other eve he shall be entitled to an equitable increase in 
his pension, not to exceed, in the whole amount, $25 per month; and all those 
who, under like circumstances, have lost the sight of one eve, the sight of the 
other having been previously lost, shall be entitled toa pension of SW per month ; 
and all those who, while in the military or naval service of the United States, in 
the line of duty, by injury received or disease contracted, shall have lost the 
hearing of both ears, shall be entitled to receive a pension of $25 per month; and 
for any loss of hearing less than total deafness, in one or both ears, they shall 
receive an equable portion of the full pension 


Mr. HISCOCK Let the report be read 
The report is as follows: 


An act to revise and 


injury received, shall 


The Committee on Pensions, Bounty, and Back Pay, to whom was referred 
House bill 1247, having duly considered the same, beg leave to report 

By the act of Congress of Mareh 3, 1873, forthe period commencing July 4, 1864, 
and ending June 3, IS72, a pension of $25 per month was given to those persons 


who had lost the sight of both eyes inthe military or naval service of the United 
States 

It was also provided by the same act that from and after June 4, 1872, every 
person who had lost the sight of both eyes, or lost the sight of one eye, the sult 


of the other having been previously lost, should receive a pension of $31.25 per 
month, 

By the act of June 18, 1874, the pension in such cases was raised to $50 per 
month; and again, by the act of June 17, 1878, it was increased to $72 per month 

This bill provides that for the loss of one eye the person shall receive $12 per 
month, and in case the othereye isinjuriously affected he shall receive an equit 
able increase of pension, the whole not to exceed $25 per month. The provis 
ion of the bill in regard to persons who have lost one eye, the other having been 
previously lost, does not change the law as established by the act of June Is 
1874. 

The act of March 3, 1873, provided that from and after June 4, 1872, all per 
sons who had lost the hearing of both ears should be entitled to a pension of 
$13 per month. 

This bill increases the pension in such cases to $25.per month, and also pro 
vides that for any loss of hearing less than total deafness in one or both ears the 
person shall receive an equitable portion of the full pension. _ ; 

After a careful consideration of this bill this committee are of the opinion that 
it ought to pass. 


Mr. JOYCE. <A word or two, Mr. Speaker, in reference to this bill 
On the 3d of March, 1273, Congress passed a bill providing that for the 
period commencing July 4, 1564, and ending June 3, 1872, a pension 
of $25 a month was to be given to those persons who lost the sight of 
both eyes in the military or naval service of this Government. [It was 
also provided in that same bill that after June 4, 1872, every person 
who had lost the sight of both eyes, or lost the sight of one eye, the 
sight of the other being previously lost, should receive a pension of 
$31.25 per month. Again by the act of June 18, 1574, the pension in 
such cases was raised to $50 a month. Again by the act of June 17, 
1878, it was increased to $72 a month. 
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On looking through these various statutes I did not find anywhere 
any statutory provision as to the right of a pension to a person who had 
lost one eye only; and I understand from the Pension Office that they 
have adopted a rule there, although there is no statutory authority for 
it, and I can not find any that detines what the pension would be, but 
they adopted a rule that for the loss of one eye the rate is fixed at one- 
half of total disability, according to the rank of the person to whom the 
pension isgramted. So that a pension to a private soldier who had lost 
one eye in the service would be at the rate of $4 a month. 

Well, the committee, after a good deal of discussion and after a good 
deal of consideration in regard to this matter, came to the conclusion 
that the bill which was reported here was nothing but fair and equita- 
ble to this man. It provides that the soldier who— 

Shall have lost the sight of one eye shall be entitled to receive a pension of $12 
per month; and in cases in which the injury to the one eye manifestly affects 
injuriously the sight of the othereye he shall be entitled to an equitable increase 
in his pension, not to exceed, in the whole amount, $25 per month. 

If both eyes are totally disabled, under the present law he would get 
a pension of $72 a month. 

Now, Mr. Speaker, it has seemed to us that a man who had lost an 
eye in the service was certainly entitled to that much. I would have 
been willing myself to have placed it ata much higher sum. I under- 
stand, Mr, Speaker, very well that the Government can not make full 
compensation to a man for the injuries he received in the service. But 
it can do something for him; it can approximate; it can give him an 
amount of money which will enable him to gain a livelihood and keep 
out of the poor-house, and keep his family from being thrown out to 
the cold charities of the world. It appeared to me when I considered 
this matter that a man who had lost an eye in the service—a loss which 
is beyond computation—ought to have more than $12.a month. And 
then, if the other eye was affected, as it often is by sympathy with the 
lost eye, in that case his pension for the other eye should be graded ac- 
cording to the amount of disability, not to exceed in any case in the 
whole amount $25 per month, That is the conclusion we came to in 
regard to this portion of the bill which is now before the House. 

Then the bill makes a further provision. The act of March 3, 1873, 
provided that, from and after June 4, 1872, all persons who had lost 
the hearing of both ears should be entitled to a pension of $13 per month. 
This bill increases the pension in such cases to $25 per month, and also 
provides that for any loss of hearing less than total deafness in one or 
both ears the person shall receive an equitable portion of the full pen- 
sion. 

The same remarks I made in regard to the man who had lost an eye 
would apply with equal force to this partof the bill. Of course the loss 
of an eye is more severely felt than the loss of hearing, but we all un- 
derstand what a terrible affliction that is to anybody. Now, if any man 
has lost his hearing in the military service of the United States, I say 
the amount we have fixed here as a stipend for him monthly for that 
terrible affliction is, to say the least, small enough. I would have been 
in favor myself of increasing the amount in both cases. I would have 
heen in favor of giving the man more money than that. I would be in 
favor of giving to any man who in the line of his duty had suffered an 
injury to his eyes or his ears or any other portion of his body, when it is 
made out by full and complete proof that the injury actually occurred in 
the service and inthe line of his duty—I would bein favor of giving him 
wmuch higher amount than we have recommended in this bill, and much 
higher than has been recommended by any bill that has been brought 
into this House at any time to pay these men. 

While T would not pay a dollar or a farthing to a man who was a 
shirk or a coward or a fraudulent claimant, I would vote to pay the 
true soldier who was injured in the service something like an adequate 
compensation for his terrible losses and sacrifices. 

If there is nothing more to be said, Mr. Speaker, I call for a vote on 
this bill, 

Mr. CASWELL and Mr. BRAGG rose. 

Mr. JOYCE. [yield to the gentleman from Wisconsin. 

The SPEAKER. What length of time? 

Mr. JOYCE. Five minutes. 

Mr. BRAGG. Does the gentleman from Vermont propose to move 
the previous question before any other gentleman has an opportunity to 
be heard ? 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman from Vermont yields to the gentle- 
man from Wisconsin [Mr. BRAGG] for five minutes. Does he desire 
more time than that? 

Mr. BRAGG, I do not know that I do, but I do not want to start 
in harness. 

| hope, Mr. Speaker, this bill will not pass; and I trust I am as good 
a friend of the Union soldier as any man on the floor of this House or 
elsewhere. 

The great bane and evil of our pension system is making pensions for 
special classes, whereby, under the guise of seeking to do justice to a few, 
whose numbers may be 50 or 100 or 200 or 300, you are doing the rank- 
est, foulest injustice to 50,000. 

What does this bill propose to do? It proposes first to give a man 
who lost one eye $12. Why? Because he is totally disabled? No! 
But because he has lost one eye. Now, what do you give a soldier that 
suffers total disability, who was shot through the body, and though he 








lives, lives a living death ; day by day, night by night, suffering the 
extremest pain—neuralgia, rheumatism, and everything in the world 
that makes life uncomfortable—and totally disabled from earning his 
subsistence by manual labor. What do you give him? Eight dol- 
larsa month is the maximum. There are of the class of which I speak 
who draw $8 a month as the total pension thousands and tens of thou- 
sands. There are scattered over this land thousands and tens of thou- 
sands of widows whose husbands were killed in the service, and who 
are totally deprived of their assistance ; and the sum total they can get 
is $8 a month. 

The highest pension that is provided by law for the payment of a 
commissioned oflicer of the highest grade is $30 a month. 

The highest pension of a captain is $20 a month, of a major $25 a 
month, of acolonel $30 per month. And we have already by evil laws— 
I say evil because they are not equable—provided three or four classes 
of pensioners who draw more than twice as much as the highest grade 
of pension known to the law for the highest grade of officers; who draw 
more than 25 per cent. greater than the highest pension ever allowed 
by Congress to a major-general commanding the armies of the United 
States, or to his widow in case of his death while in service. 

And how comes this injustice? Perhaps gentlemen will say it is not 
an injustice. Is it not an injustice to bind a man whose life is per- 
fectly miserable, whose health is utterly and totally destroyed, who is 
nothing in the world but a shattered wreck of humanity—bind him 
down to $8 a month when he sees his neighbor, who has simply lost one 
eye and is hale and hearty and competent to earn as much as ever he 
could, drawing $12 a month, and if he can prove that the sight of the 
other eye is injured he can draw from $25 to $50 a month, while this 
poor wreck of humanity goes about day by day dragging his weary 
limbs and waiting for the grave as his only resting place? Yet you say 
he can only have $8 a month. Now, that injustice comes from the 
passage of just such laws as this; and it is no excuse for the passage of 
this law to say that we have already passed some bad ones. If we have 
passed bad laws, then for God’s sake let us stop there and puss no more; 
not make the bad laws we have already passed a precedent for other 
bad laws. 

If we are to go into this pension business let us have a committee 
which will take up the whole pension system and grade our pensioners 
so as to do justice to all alike, and not take class by class and give them 
pensions from $8 a month to $72.a month. The soldiers of the Army 
who may not have lest an eye, who may not have lost an arm, who may 
not have lost a leg, but who may have given their lives to their coun- 
try, leaving but their hulks behind, get but $8 a month, and the widows 
of those who fall on the battlefield get but $8 a month. Should they 
not be considered when you are talking about an increase of pension ? 
And is it not possible for you to consider that you are doing these men 
great injustice all this time in order to reach a few who have made their 
applications for this sort of thing ? 

I say let us have an end of it. If we pay pensions now which are 
too low, then let us increase our pensions and grade them so as to be 
uniform, Do not let total disability mean $8 a month, partial disa- 
bility mean $12 a month or $20 a month or $37a month or $50 a month, 
and total disability again $72a month. That is the way our pension 
laws are now, and I protest against it. 

Mr. JOYCE. I now yield to the gentleman from Indiana [Mr. MAt- 
SON]. 

Mr. MATSON. What the gentleman from Wisconsin [Mr. BRAGG] 
has said in relation to the inequalities that now exist among our pen- 
sioners is to some extent true. And when he says that those inequali- 
ties have grown out of the fact that certain rates of pension have been 
fixed by law for special disabilities, he also states what is true. But 
when he says that the private soldier who had his eye shot out ought 
not to draw $12 a month, and that the lieutenant-colonel or officer above 
him is better entitled to $30 a month, then I do not agree with him. 

Mr. BRAGG. I did not say so. 

Mr. MATSON. I understood the gentleman to intimate that this 
bill ought to be defeated because those officers did not draw pensions 
in proportion. F 

Mr. BRAGG. I spoke of those rates to show the inequality in the 
grading. No man has ever heard me say that the pension of the private 
soldier should be reduced for the benefit of the officer. 

Mr. MATSON. Let me say that the inequality of grades in pensions 
has grown out of this fact more than any other: the offieers are allowed 
more pension than they are entitled to. The private soldier should be 
allowed as much as the officer. 

I concur with the recommendation contained in the report of the Com- 
missioner of Pensions made this year, that there ought to be equality 
between all pensions, and that there should be no grades known after 
the volunteer soldiers were discharged fromthe Army. Therefore I say 
that it is there more than anywhere else that the inequality exists, and 
the gentleman fails to discover it. It is because of that fact that the 
inequality exists among the pensioners of this country. — J 

While it perhaps is necessary, and we may say there is a crying ne- 
cessity for it, that the whole system of grading pensions should be re- 
modeled and revised at once (I am willing to admit that), that is not 
likely to be done. The question is as to whether this deserving class of 
men who have lost either of the two most important senses, sight and 








PONT Geta try i>! 








eee 





$ 
> 








1883. 





| 
hearing, shall be allowed the pension to which they are justly entitled, | 
or whether the just claims shall be deterred until a thorough revision 
is made of all the pension laws. 

I think there can be no question that as compared with the rate of 
pensions allowed to other persons this class of persons who have lost 
one eye or have become totally deaf should be allowed an increased 
grade, not an absolute increase, but their pensions should be graded in 
accordance with the question of their disability. 

Mr. HOUSE. Let me ask the gentleman how he will arrive at that 
grade. A man has not totally lost his hearing, but claims to have been 
made a little deaf. Now, between good hearing and absolute deatness 


Mr. MATSON. 
precise extent of the loss of hearing, but | apprehend that our medical 
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step by step, if we must, until we cam make them more nearly equal 


or, if possible, pertect ? 
Mr. BRAGG. You are creating greater divergence all the time by 
these amendments to the laws. 
Mr. CASWELL. I think whene man for the lossof one eye receives 
only $4a month, we should not hesitate a moment to increase that pen 


| Sion so as to give him at least $12 a month. 


I know there is great difficulty in arriving at the | 


| 

there is a great distance. | 
| 

| 


examiners are able todo so. Iam nota doctor, and for that reason can 
not answer the gentleman as satisfactorily as he would like to be an- 
swered, but I think he knows—and so do I—that medical science can 


ascertain the degree of deafness as well as the degree of loss of sight. | 
| 
| 


Mr. FLOWER. I wish to ask the gentleman from Vermont [ Mr. 


Joyce] in charge of this bill what will be its probable effect upon the | 


Treasury? How many men will be affected by it ? 

Mr. JOYCE. I have not made any estimate at all in regard to that, 
but I am informed by a gentleman who has been a long time in the Pen- 
sion Department that there are some four or tive hundred cases which 
will be affected by the bill. 

Mr. THOMPSON, of Kentucky. I would like to ask the gentleman 
from Vermont one question before we vote upon this bill. How much 
money will be required to carry out its*provisions? What estimate, if 
any, does the committee make in regard to the amount? 

Mr. JOYCE. In answer to the gentleman from New York [Mr. 
FLOWER] I stated a few moments ago—— 

Mr. THOMPSON, of Kentucky. I understood the gentleman to say 
that about five hundred men would be atfected by the bill. 

Mr. JOYCE. Four or five hundred. 

Mr. THOMPSON, of Kentucky. How much in dollars will be called 
for under the bill? 

Mr. JOYCE. The amount of money | have not figured up. 

Mr. THOMPSON, of Kentucky. Has the Department given the 
committee any estimate at all? 

Mr. JOYCE. Ido not think that the expenditures under the bill will 
amount to enough to require any additional appropriation; but whether 
that should be so or not, what has it to do with the question? If it is 
right and just that these men should have their pensions, what does it 
matter whether a greater or less appropriation be required ? 

Mr. THOMPSON, of Kentucky. The House ought to know what 
amount of money it is voting away. 

Mr. JOYCE. These men have earned the money; and there is nota 
man in the whole country, I believe, who is not willing that every man 
who was a good soldier should have all the pension he is entitled to. 

Mr. MCMILLIN. Has the Department been called upon for informa- 
tion in regard to the probable expenditure under this bill? 

Mr. JOYCE. It has net been called upon by me, for I did not think 
that question important. 

-Mr. BRAGG. Will the gentleman from Vermont answer me this 
question : Ought not the amount of pension to be graded in accordance 
with the degree of disability, rather than in reference to the kind of 
wound ? 

Mr. JOYCE. Now, Mr. Speaker, if I understand the gentleman’s 
question aright, and if I understood his speech, he claims that the man 
who now gets $8 a month for what is called total disability does not 
get enough. If the gentleman will bring in a bill increasing that 
amount I will vote for it. 

Mr. BRAGG. I reply to that by saying I am not chairman of the 
committee having this subject in charge; neither do I propose to do the 
business of that committee. : 

Mr. JOYCE. The gentleman from Wisconsin does not need to be 
chairman of the committee or a member of it in order to get up just 
whatever bill he thinks is right, and bring it in here. 

_ Mr. BRAGG. I desire an answer to my question, whether the pen- 
sion should not be rated according to the degree of disability rather 
than in accordance with any particular kind of wound which may have 
been received, and whether the Pensions Committee ought not to act 
upon that view? 

Mr. JOYCE. Certainly I think that pensions ought to be graded in 
their amount according to the degree of disability. 

Mr. CASWELL. I would like to ask my colleague [Mr. BRAGG] a 
question. The law as it now stands allows $4 a month for the loss of 
one eye, and my colleague thinks that the law should not be changed 
because in such a case the pensioner is supposed to be half disabled. 

Mr. BRAGG. No, I did not say that. 

Mr. CASWELL. Upon that theory would my colleague allow only 
$4 a month for the loss of one arm or one hand? : 

Mr. BRAGG. I would leave the pension laws to stand as they are until 
they can all be revised, so that justice may be done toall. I would not 
proceed to create more and more injustice day by day under the pre- 
tense of relieving particular classes of soldiers. 

Mr. CASWELL. If the laws are unequal, should we not proceed 


‘should not be provided for. 





Mr. BRAGG. Supposing the loss of an eye creates only half disabil 
ity, ought not a man to receive more for total disability ? 

Mr. CASWELL. For the loss of an eye, an organ so vital to the hap 
piness of a man, he certainly ought to have a greater pension than is 
now allowed. 

Mr. BRAGG. Can there be anything greater than total disability 

Mr. CASWELL. The * total disability’ to which my colleague re 
fers means only disability to perform hard manual labor. It does not 
mean a case where a man is a ‘‘ mere wreck,’ as the gentleman said 
If the disability extends further than untitness to perform hard manual 
labor, the pensioner is entitled to a proportionate increase 

Mr. BRAGG. Let me call my colleague's attention toan actual case 
Last winter there appeared in Washington aman who had been a mem 
ber of the Sixth Regiment of Wisconsin Volunteer Intintry 
here to see about his pension. I at first supposed that he received no 
pension. He came to my committee-room, and Lasked him whether he 
had a pension. He answered *‘ yes,’’ and he showed me his pension 
certificate. It was for ‘*total disability,’’ S8a month. He said, ** You 
remember me.’? Then he opened his breast, showing a bullet wound 
which was still suppurating, a wound gangrenous incharacter. | said 
to him, ‘*‘ My boy, I wish you received $100 a month; but you can not 
get more than eight.’ ‘* How is it, then,’’ said he, ‘‘thata fellow who 
lives up in my neighborhood gets $37.50 a month, and isa hale, hearty 
man, doing work every day?’’ T replied, ‘* He gets that amount undet 
special Congressional act.’’ 

Mr. CASWELL. I will say to my friend that he neglected the inter 
ests of one of his constituents if he did not see to it that the man lx 
speaks of had more than $8 a month under the circumstances ck 
scribed. 

Now, Mr. Speaker, I think this bill does not go far enough ] wish 
to call the attention of the gentleman trom Vermont in charge of the 
bill to line 16, where it is provided that for the loss of one eve the pen 
sioner shall receive $12 a month, and if through sympathy the other ey: 
should be injured the amount shall be increased, but not to exceed in 
the aggregate $25 a month. Now, one eye having been lost, suppose 
the other through sympathy should also be lost, would not the tact that 
both eyes were not lost in the service preclude the man from being 
brought within the act which allows $72 2 month for the loss of both 
eyes? 

Ought it not to be the fact, if the other eye is lost by sympathy, he. 
should have a proportionate part of the $72 a month? It is as bad for 
a man to lose his second eye from sympathy with the first, which is a 
total loss, and he certainly should have a proportionate increase. — It is 
as bad to lose an eye by sympathy as to lose it in battle; and if $72 is 
allowed for total blindness I do not see why the cases I have indicated 


Ile came 


I do not wish to offer an amendment, but I 
wish to call attention to the injustice which exists. 1 believe if a man 
loses his other eye by sympathy he should be allowed a proportionate 
amount of the $72 now allowed for total blindness. 

The bill was ordered to be engrossed and read a third tim 
engrossed, if was accordingly read the third time. 

Mr. BRAGG demanded the yeas and nays on the passage of the bill 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 

The question was taken; and it was decided in the aflirmative 


yeas 127, nays 55, not voting 107; as follows: 


and being 


YEAS—127 
Aldrich, Dezendorf, Ladd, Robinson, Jas. S$ 
Anderson, Dingley, Leedom, Russell 
Atherton, Dwight, Le Fevre, Scoville 
Bayne, Ermentrout, Marsh, Seranton 
Beach, Farwell, Sewell S. Matson, Shallenberger 
Belford, Ford, McClure, Sherwi 
Bingham, Geddes, McKinley, Shultz 
sisbee, George, McLean, Jas. II Skinner, 
Bliss, Godshalk, Miles, Smalls 
Bowman, Grout, Miller Smith, A. Herr 
Brewer, Hall, Moore Smith, Dietrich ¢ 
Briggs, Hardenbergh, Morey, Springer, 
Browne, Harmer, Morrison Steele, 
Brumm, Harris, Benj. W Moulton Stockslager, 
Burrows, JuliusC. Haseltine, Murch Straight, 
Burrows, Jos. H Haskell, Norcross Thompson, Wim, G 
Calkins, Heilman, Page Townsend, Amos 
Campbell, Hepburn, Peelle, Tyler, 
Cannon, Hill Peirce Updegraff, 
Carlisle, Hitt, Pettibone Valentine, 
Caswell Holman Phelps, Van Aernam 
Clardy, Horr, Phister, Van Horn, 
Cobb, Iiubbs, Prescott, Van Voorhis 
Conterse Humphrey Randall, Walker, 
Crapo, Jacobs, Ray, Ward, 
Cullen, Jadwin Reed, Watson 
Curtin, Joyee, Rice, John B Webber 
Cutts, Kasson, Rice, Theron M West 
Davis, George R Kelley, Rice, Wm. W. White 
Dawes, Ketcham Rich, Williams, Chas. G 
Deering, Klotz, Ritchie, Wilson 
De Motte Lacey Robinson, Geo. D, 
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NAYS—S, 

Aiken, Cook, Gunter, Oates, 
Armiield, Covington, Hammond, N. J. Reese, 
Atkins, Cox, William R. Hewitt, G. W. Simonton, ' 
Belmont, Cravens, House, Singleton, Jas. W. 
Berry, Culberson, Jones, Geo, W. Thompson, P. B. 
Blanchard, Davidson, Latham, Turner, Henry G. 
Bland, Davis, Lowndes IL. Lynch, Turner, Oscar 
Blount, Dibrell, Mackey, Upson, 
Bragg, Dowd, McKenzie, Vance, 
Buchanan, Ellis, MeMillin, Warner, 
Cabell, Evins, Mills, Wellborn, 
Caldwell, Forney, Money, Williams, Thomas 
Clark, Frost, Muldrow, Wise, George D. 
Clements, Gibson, Mutchler, 

NOT VOTING—l%. 
Barbour, Fulkerson, Lord, Scales, 
Karr, Garrison, Manning, Shackelford, 
Beltzhoover, Guenther, Martin, Shelley, 
Black, Hammond, John Mason, Singleton, Otho R. 
Blackburn, Ilardy, MeCoid, Smith, J. Hyatt 
Buck, Harris, Henry 8S. MeCook, Sparks, 
Buckner, Hatch, McLane, Robt. M. Spaulding, 
Butterworth, Hazelton, Morse, Speer, 
‘ ane Henderson, Mosgrove, Spooner, 
Candler, Herbert, Neal, Stone, 
Carpenter, Iferndon, Nolan, Talbott, 
Cassidy, Hewitt, Abram 8S. O'Neill, Taylor, 
Chace, Hiscock, Pacheco, Thomas, 
Chapman, Hoblitzell, Parker, Townshend, R, W, 
Colerick, Howe, Paul, Tucker, 
Cornell, Hooker, Payson, Urner, 
Cox, Samuel S$ Houk, Pound, Wadsworth, 
Crowley, Hubbell, Ranney, Wait, 
Darrall, liutechins, Reagan, Washburn, 
Deuster, Jones, James K. Richardson, D. P. Whitthorne, 
Dugro, Jones, Phineas Richardson, J.S. Willis, 
Dunn, Jorgensen, Robertson, Willits, 
Dunnell Kenna, Robeson, Wise, Morgan R. 
Errett, King, Robinson, Wm. E. Wood, Benjamin 
Farwell, Chas. B Knott, Rosecrans, Wood, Walter A. 
Visher, Lewis, Ross, Young. 
Flower, Lindsey, Ryan, 


So the bill was passed. 

During the roll-call the following additional pairs were announced 
trom the Clerk’s desk: 

Mr. H1eENDERSON with Mr. TOWNSHEND of Illinois. 

Mr. DuGko with Mr. JoNgs of Arkansas. 

Mr. HLArCH with Mr. CARPENTER. 

Mr. RYAN with Mr. DUNN. 

On the motion of Mr. JOYCE, by unanimous consent, the reading of 
the names was dispensed with. 

The vote was then announced as above recorded. 

Mr. JOYCE moved that the title be amended so as to read ** A bill to 
amend the pension laws.’’ 

‘The amendment to the title was agreed to. 

Mr. JOYCE moved to reconsider the vote by which the bill was 
passed; and also moved that the motion to reconsider be laid on the 
table. 

The latter motion was agreed to. 

PENSION APPLICATIONS. 

Mr. JOYCE. 1 now call up the bill (H. R. 3887) to extend the time 
allowed in paragraph 3 of section 4693 of the Revised Statutes of the 
United States to certain classes of applicants for pensions to complete 
their applications. 

The Clerk read the bill, as follows: 

Be it enacted, &e., That applicants for pensions belonging to the classes speci- 
fied in paragraph 3 of section 4693 of the Revised Statutes of the United States 
shall be allowed two years from the date of the passage of this act in which to 
complete their applications: Provided, That replies to inquiries from the Pension 
Office may be made at any time thereafter, and that no allowance nor claim shall 
be made for any time prior to the date of the application. 

Mr. McMILLIN. Let the report be read. 

The Clerk read as follows: 

The committee have duly considered House bill 3887, and are of the opinion 
that the same ought to pass, 

The third ph of section 4698 of the Revised Statutes provides that the 
a a oned in that paragraph must be prosecuted to successful issue prior 
to July 4, 1874. 

This bill seeks to extend the time forthe Seton of applications under that 
paragraph to two years from the passage of this act. 

In the opinion of the committee every claimant is justly entitled to this exten- 
sion of time in which to complete and file his application. 


Mr. CALKINS. Ifthe gentleman from Vermont will yield to me, 
since this will go over as the unfinished business, I will move to ad- 
journ. 

Mr. JOYCE. It will take but a very few minutes to get through 
with this. I do not think there can be any objection to the bill. 

Mr. Speaker, if gentlemen will give me their attention for a few min- 
utes I will read this section, being the third paragraph of section 4693 
of the Revised Statutes to which this bill refers. It is in the following 
words: 

Third. Any person not an enlisted soldier in the Army, serving for the fime 
being as a member of the militia of any State under orders of an officer of the 
United States, or who volunteered for the time being to serve with any regularly 
organized military or naval force of the United States, or who otherwise volun- 
teered and rendered service in any e its with rebels or Indians, disabled 


ngagemen 
in consequence of wounds or injuries received in the line of duty in such tem- 
porary service. But— 
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And here is the point to which I wish to call attention— 


no claim of a State militia-man or non-enlisted person, on account of disability 
from wounds or injury received in battle with rebels or Indians while tem 
rarily rendering service, shall be valid unless prosecuted to a successful issue prior 
to the 4th day of July, 1874. 

The object of this bill is simply this: By that statute these militia- 
men who rendered this service to the country were entitled, if they were 
wounded or contracted disease in the line of duty, to a pension. But 
a limitation was put into the act sothat unless the applications were filed 
previous to the 4th day of July, 1874, of course they would be shut out. 

Now, these men went into the service of the United States by order 
of the War Department of the United States, on requisition from that 
Department upon the governors of the several States where these troops 
were raised. They went into the service under the command of United 
States officers, and continued in that service on active duty, wherever it 
was necessary to perform the duty, until they were finally discharged 
and returned to their homes. 

It seems that there are a number of this class of men, and how many 
there are I can not exactly say now, but a great many, who have failed 
to get in their applications within the limited time prescribed by the 
statute, and the committee in considering the matter could see no good 
reason why if these men had actually performed the service under United 
States officers, being called into the service by an order from the War 
Department, and were wounded or contracted diseases in that service, 
they should be shut out by this limitation. The committee, there- 
fore, came to the conclusion unanimously, as I now remember it, that 
the bill ought to pass, and this limitation ought to be removed for the 
term of a couple of years only,and let in these men who are so justly 
entitled to their pensions. These men, as I understand it, reside in the 
State of Kentucky, in Minnesota, in Kansas, and some of the other 
States. 

I yield now to the gentleman from California [Mr. RosEcRANs]. 

Mr. BERRY. . Let me ask the gentleman a question before he takes 
his seat. 

Mr. JOYCE. Very well. 

Mr. BERRY. Why do youmake this limitation fortwo years? Why 
not remove it entirely ? 

Mr. JOYCE. I would have no sort of objection to doing so, as far 
as Iam concerned; but I am not at liberty to accept an amendment of 
that kind. 

Mr. BERRY. Then will the gentleman state the reason for this 
limitation to two years ? 

Mr. JOYCE. That is more than I can tell you. 

Mr. BERRY. Because if you limit it to two years there may be 
some reason why it should not perhaps be extended at all. If it should 
be extended it does not seem reasonable to limit it; and if you limit it, 
it would seem that it ought not tobe extended. Weought to have all 
the facts. 

Mr. JOYCE. As I have said, I would have no objection to removing 
the limitation entirely; but the committee deemed it best to fix this limi- 
tation at two years. 

Mr. McMILLIN. Let me also ask the gentleman from Vermont 
whether the committee called upon the Department for information as 
to the number of persons who will be included under the provisions of 
this bill; and, if'so, how many it affects? 

Mr. JOYCE. I have no such information. 

Mr. MCMILLIN. You can not tell, then, how many persons it will 
cover? 

Mr. JOYCE. I can not, because I do not know how many of these 
militia-men had already made their applications before the law expired. 

Mr. McMILLIN. They are militia-men, are they? 

Mr. JOYCE. Yes, sir. 

Mr. McMILLIN. The report fails to show, and we are wholly in 
the dark as to the facts bearing upon the question. Itseems to me be- 
fore this bill passes, and I say it with all due deference to the gentle- 
man front Vermont, we should have some data upon which to act. 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman from Tennessee has not the floor. 

Mr. McMILLIN. I thought I had. 

Mr. JOYCE. I yielded to the gentleman fora question. I now yield 
to the gentleman from California [Mr. RosEcRANsS]. 

Mr. ROSECRANS. Mr. Speaker, the history of this bill is as follows: 
The widow of a wagoner and mail-messenger in the employ of the 
United States Army, and who had volunteered to recover the body of 
General Canby when he was murdered, applied to me to get a special 
act giving her a pension. She stated that her husband had been mur- 
dered in the service of the United States as a mail-carrier and wagon- 
master, but was not regularly enlisted; and that she, a widow, with 
two children to take care of, being in ignorance of her rights, failed to 
make her application, under that provision of the statute which has 
been read by the gentleman from Vermont, until it was too late. 

At the same time that this widow requested this of mea chief of 
scouts, whom I employed myself in 1862 while commanding the Army 
of the Mississippi, who had rendered distinguished and extraordinary 
services for the Government, and had, in an attempt to escape across 
pee ay epee) a small body of our men, been so dam- 
aged that he was lamed for life, but had persisted in trying to earn his 
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own living, came to me and said ‘‘ General, I am disabled; you know 
all the history of my case, and I want you to ask a pension for me.”’ 
That was another case. He was no more mustered regularly into the 
service of the United States than this wagon-master was, and therefore 
could not come under that third clause; the limitation of July 4, 174, 
eut him off, and there had to be special legislation for him betore he 
could be taken care of. 

I went then to the Pension Office and found there were a few cases 
more—five or six—known to the Pension Office where the applicants 
had been cut off by the limitation of that statute. After considering the 


matter with the Commissioner of Pensions, it was thought to be the | 


shortest cut to business and the shortest way to reach justice that I 
should present this bill. That isthe history of it. There may be a few 
more cases than these, but according to the knowledge the Commissioner 
of Pensions had there were but five or six applications in addition to 
these two which would come under this clause, and which would there- 
fore be provided for by extending the time, as this bill provides it shall 
be extended, for two years for those persons and for any others, if there 
haply should be such, equally entitled by justice and equity to come 
within that limit. That is the history of this bill, and that is all the 
information I possess respecting the chances of the Government being 
taxed provided this bill becomes a law. 

Mr. BRAGG. I wish to inguire if the gentleman from Vermont is to 
hold the floor all the afternoon ? 

Mr. ROSECRANS. A question is asked me by one of my colleagues 
on this side. 1 wish in reply to say the widow who has applied to me 
to procure her a pension was a widow of a man then employed by the 
Government as wagon-master and mail-messenger, who when Canby was 
murdered by the Modocs volunteered to go and recover his body; and 
that man was killed by the Indians and robbed of $1,500 of money he 
had in his pocket. 

Mr. JOYCE. I demand the previous question. 

Mr. BRAGG. I was recognized by the Chair. 

TheSPEAKER. TheChairbegsthe gentleman's pardon. 
had no right to recognize the gentleman. 

Mr. BRAGG. The Chair did recognize me and then inquired how 
much time was to be yielded, and I replied by asking was the gentle- 
man from Vermont to hold the floor all the afternoon. 

The SPEAKER. TheChair recognized the gentleman from Vermont 
{Mr. JoYcE]; but if he desires to yield to the gentleman from Wiscon- 
sin the Chair has no objection. 

Mr. JOYCE. I yield the gentleman from Wisconsin five minutes. 

Mr. BRAGG. Whenever there is a new pension law to be passed we 
always find some one single meritorious case that is pushed to the front 
and no other case is known to exist, and we pass a general law so as to 
allow that one meritorious case to receive its deserts. And when we 
pass the general law we have every claim agent in the United States send- 
ing out his scouts with fife and drum from one end of this country to 
the other advising people that the laws are more liberal now than they 
used to be; that Congress has just passed a new law entitling thousands 
more to pensions, and giving the invitation, ‘‘come tothe fountain and 
be healed; we will do it for $20 apiece. N. W. Fitzgerald, & Co.”’ 

When this law was passed we gave from the time of the close of the 
war to 1874 for parties to make applications. In 1874 this law became 
dead. Eight years after this law is dead we have a case brought to the 
attention of my distinguished friend from California [Mr. RosecrANs], 
and that is to be made the basis of a new law for two years more. 

I would like, Mr. Speaker, to read two or three little billet-doux to 
show how these things are drummed up. In the first place notice is 
given all over the country that certain laws to which certain soldiers 
are opposed are likely to be passed. A heading of petition is sent out 
to some known soldier with directions to get the name of every soldier 
in his neighborhood and return the petition ‘‘to us.’’ That petition is 
returned to a claim office in Washington city and is carefully copied. 
By that means the agent receives names of thousands and tens of thou- 
sands of soldiers. That petition comes to Congress, and then goes out a 
letter of inquiry to each one of these soldiers to know whether they are 
not entitled to a pension, and certain questions are asked, which if they 
answer these gentlemen lend them their services to procure a pen- 
sion. 

I have here one of these charming notes which I cut trom the New 
York Tribune, not a Bourbon or confederate organ; so that I hope I will 
be saved being called in alliance with any such persons for such apur- 
pose: 


The Chair 


{Card No. 2. Delinquent declarations. | 


From N, W. FitzGeratp & Company, 

Attorneys and Counselors at Law, Lock-Box 588, Washington, D. C. 
Some time ago we sent youa declaration, with instructions how toexecute same, 
so as to enable us to prosecute your claim. Did we not think your claim a good 
one we would not have sent you the papers, and are surprised at your not hav- 
ing returned them, as everything is now in your favor. The laws are now ex- 
ecedingly liberal, and at every session of Congress changes benefiting soldiers 
and their heirs are made, and the claimant that puts the matter off will regret it 
all the remainder of his life, and his family will dosoafter he has passed away. 
Congress granted the enormous sum of $100,000,000 to pay this year’s pensions 
alone, and 1,100 additional clerks are at work rapidly closing pending claims. 
No eg even think of abandoning his claim. Let us hear from you. 
y, 
N. W. FITZGERALD & CO. 





Here is another little notice which was published in a Western paper: 
_INCREASE OF PENsION.—Thousands entitled under new laws which are more 
liberal. Also pensions procured for disabled soldiers, widows, &c Address 
with stamps, Stoddart & Company, No, 415 G street, northwest, Washington, D 
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Here is another: 


AINCREASE.—Pension laws are now more liberal than formerly, and many are 
entitled to better rates. Apply at once for list of questions to determine right to 
higher rates. No charge for services in increase claims where no new disability 
is alleged, unless successful 

The SPEAKER. The time of the gentleman has expired. 

Mr. BRAGG. If the gentleman from Vermont [Mr. Joyer] will 
allow me to read one more memorandum it will answer my purpose 

Mr. JOYCE. Read every one you have. 

Mr. BRAGG.  Lreceived trom asoldier, who at one time served under 
me and thought he was entitled to a pension, a blank filled up which 
he had received from one of these agents. He said he knew no one 
more ready and willing to assist him than I would be, and therefore he 
sent me the original blank trom Washington with the memorandum of 
what it was thought necessary for him to swear to. 1 will read it: 

That about January, 1862, at or near Arlington Heights, Virginia, he contracted 
disease of lung by exposure, &c.; 

Also that about February, 1862, at or near same place he « 
liver caused by exposure ; 

Also that about May, 1862, at or near Alexandria, Virginia, he contracted dis- 
ease of heart and kidneys from exposure 


mtracted disease of 


Now, these attorneys are the men we are passing laws for, so that they 
may send out and notify persons that they may make more raids on the 
Treasury. 

I think it better, if they are meritorious cases, such as have been 
mentioned by my friend from California [Mr. RosecRANS], that we 
pass private bills for the relief of the soldier, the teamster, or his 
widow, instead of breaking down the statute of limitations that has 
stood for eight years and opening the door anew to a fresh raid on the 
Treasury. 

Mr. JOYCE. 1 now call the previous question. 

The previous question was ordered; and under the operation ‘thereof 
the bill was ordered to a third reading, and read the third time. 

The question was taken on the passage of the bill: and upon a division 
there were—ayes 56, noes 51. 

Mr. BRAGG. [I call for tellers. 

Tellers were ordered; and Mr. Joycrand Mr. BRAGG were appointed. 

The House again divided; and the tellers reported that there were 
ayes 29, noes 57. 

Mr. JOYCE. I do not call for any further count. 

So the bill was rejected. 

Mr. BRAGG moved to reconsider the vote just taken: and also moved 
that the motion to reconsider be laid on the table. 

The latter motion was agreed to, 


ORDER OF BUSINES*. 

Mr. ROSECRANS. I wish to ask unanimous consent of this House 
to present a bill on Monday next containing the names of the persons 
who should receive this assistance trom the Government. 

TheSPEAKER. The Chair will submit the proposition at that time 

Mr. HISCOCK. I move that the House now adjourn. 

ENROLLED BILL AND JOINT RESOLUTION SIGNED 

Pending the motion to adjourn, 

Mr. ALDRICH, trom the Committee on Enrolled Bills, reported that 
the committee had examined and found truly enrolled a bill and a joint 
resolution of the following titles; when the Speaker signed the sar 

A bill (S. 2290) to increase the fees of witnesses in the United States 
courts in certain cases; and 

Joint resolution (H. Res. 308) providing for a change in the name of 
the National Pank of Winterset, in Iowa. 

FRENCH CABLE COMPANY. 

The SPEAKER laid before the House the following message from the 
President of the United States; which was referred to the Committee 
on Foreign Affairs, and ordered to be printed: 

To the House of Representatives: 


I transmit herewith a report of the Secretary of State, and accompanying 
papers, furnished in response to the resolution of the House of Representatives 
of July 15, 1882, calling for any information in the possession of the Department 
of State in reference to any change or modification of the stipulations which the 
French Cable Company made with the Government 

CHESTER A, ARTHUR 

EXECUTIVE MANSION, January 12, 1853 


HARLOW W. TEACHOUT. 

The SPEAKER also laid before the House a letter from the Secretary 
of the Interior, transmitting « litional evidence in the Indian depreda- 
tion claim of Harlow W. Teachout; which was referred to the Commit 
tee on Indian Affairs. 

CONTINGENT INTERIOR DEPARTMENT. 

The SPEAKER also laid before the House a letter from the Secretary 
of the Interior, transmitting a detailed statement of the disbursements 
of the contingent fund of the Interior Department for the year ending 
June 30, 1882; which was referred to the Committee on Expenditures 
in the Interior Department, and ordered to be printed. 
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ADDITIONAL DESKS AND CHAIRS IN THE HALL OF THE HOUSE, 
The SPEAKER also laid before the House the following: 
Cirerk's Orrice, Hovst or REPRESENTATIVES, 
Washington, D. C., January 12, 1883. 
Sir: The increase in the membership of the House from two hundred and 
ninety-three to three hundred and twenty-five will require the placing of thirty- 
two additional desks and chairs in the Hall of the House. An examination of 
the Hall shows that this is practicable with acomparatively slight change in the 
existing arrangements. I respectfully recommend that the subject be examined 
by a committee of the House and that proper authority be given for the execu- 
tion of the work in the interval between the close of the present Congress and 


the meeting of the Forty-eighth, EDWARD McPHERSON, 
Hon. J. WARREN KrIrer, Clerk House of Representatives. 
Speaker House of Representatives, Washington, D. C. 

Mr. RANDALL. It seems to me that that communication should be 
referred to the Committee on Rules, with instructions to confer on the 
subject with the Architect of the Capitol, in orderthat we may ascertain 
what amount of money will be required to make the necessary alterations 
in this Hall; and then the Committee on Appropriations can insert the 
amount in the sundry civil appropriation bill. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair thinks the communication had better be 
referred to the Committee on Rules. 

Mr. WHITE. Would it bein order to offer a resolution at this time 
to appoint a select committee for the purpose ? 

The SPEAKER. Not pending the motion to adjourn. 

Mr. WHITE. Lask the gentleman who made that motion to yield 
for that purpose. 

Mr. SPRINGER. 1 will move that the communication from the 
Clerk be referred to the Committee on Rules, with leave to that com- 
mittee to report to the House a plan for providing increased facilities in 
this Hall. In that way the proposition can be brought before the House 
80 that we can act upon it. 

The SPEAKER. If there is no objection, it will be so ordered. 

There was no objection, and the communication was referred accord- 
ingly. LEAVE OF ABSENCE. : 

Mr. MARTIN, by unanimous consent, obtained leave of absence for 
four days. WITHDRAWAL OF PAPERS. 

Mr. GEORGE, by unanimous consent, obtained leave to withdraw from 
the files of the House the memorial of the Legislature of Wyoming on 
the case of Lieutenant Frederick Schwatka, jr. 

ORDER OF BUSINESS. 

Mr. WHITE. The gentleman from New York [ Mr. Hiscock] yields 
to me that I may have a resolution read. 

The SPEAKER. Does the gentleman from New York withdraw his 
motion to adjourn ? 

Mr. HISCOCK. I yield to the gentleman to have his resolution read. 

TheSPEAKER. Does the gentleman withdraw his motion to adjourn? 

Mr. HISCOCK. I do not. 

OBITUARY ADDRESSES ON HON. R. M. A. HAWK. 


Mr. HITT. Mr. Speaker, I ask thatthe special order for Tuesday, the 
6th day of February, at 30’clock, be the consideration of suitable resolu- 
tions of respect to the memory of the late Hon. Robert M. A. Hawk 
and the expression of their esteem for him by hisassociates on this floor. 

The SPEAKER. If there be no objection, the order proposed by the 
gentleman from Illinois [Mr. Hrrr] will be made. 

There was no objection, and it was ordered accordingly. 

The motion of Mr. Hiscock was then agreed to; and accordingly (at 
3 o'clock and 30 minutes p. m.) the House adjourned. 





PETITIONS, ETC. 

The following petitions and papers were laid on the Clerk’s desk, 
under the rule, and referred as follows: 

By Mr. BINGHAM: The petition of citizens of Philadelphia and of 
citizens of Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania, for passage of Senate substitute for 
bill H. R. 5656—severally to the Committee on Ways and Means. 

By Mr. BLANCHARD: The petition of J. Nelson Smith, for relief— 
to the Committee on Claims. 

By Mr. BLOUNT: The petition of boards of health, municipal au- 
thorities, boards of trade, chambers of commerce, for continuance and 
support of a quarantine station at Blackbeard’s Island—to the Commit- 
tee on Appropriations. 

By Mr. DAVIDSON: The petition of D. H. Woodlee, of Florida, 
for relief—to the Committee on War Claims. 

By Mr. FORD: The petition of W. P. Saunders and others, citizens 
of Saint Joseph, Missouri, protesting against an increase of duty on 
tin-plate and sheet-iron—to the Committee on Ways and Means. 

By Mr. HEILMAN: The petition of the Cigar-makers’ Union, No. 
45, of Evansville, Indiana, protesting against a reduction of the duty 
on imported cigars—to the same committee. 

By Mr. HENDERSON: The petitions of clerks in Quartermaster’s 
Department, relative to bill S. 432—to the Committee on Military Affairs. 

Also, the petitions of Army officers, in relation to compulsory retire- 
ment from the United States Army—to the same committee. 

Also, the petition of citizens of Dixon, Ilinois, protesting against an 
increase of duty on tin-plate and sheet-iron—to the Committee on Ways 
and Means. 





By Mr. HITT: The petition of the mayor, common council, and many 


_ citizens of East Dubuque, Jo Daviess County, Illinois, for an appro- 


priation of $15,000 to improve the harbor at that place—to the Com- 
mittee on Commerce. 

By Mr. LADD: The petition of citizens of Bangor, Maine, for a re- 
duction of the tax on tobacco and for a rebate, &e.—to the Committee 
on Ways and Means. 

By Mr.OATES: The petition of P. M. Calloway and 292 others, citizens 
of Dale County, Alabama, foran additional appropriation for the improve- 
ment of the Choctawhatchee River—to the Committee on Commerce. 

By Mr. PEIRCE: The petition of Townley Bros. and others, of Terre 
Haute, Indiana, protesting against an increase in the duty on tin-plate 
and sheet-iron—to the Committee on Ways and Means. 

By Mr. SCRANTON: The petition of members of the bar of Monroe 
County, Pennsylvania, for passage of bill to establish the northern ju- 
dicial district of Pennsylvania—to the Committee on the Judiciary. 

sy Mr. SMALLS: Thepetitionof H. M. Robinson and others, citizens 
of Beaufort, South Carolina, relative to the enactment of a bounty law— 
to the Committee on Payment of Pensions, Bounty, and Back Pay. 

By Mr. STRAIT: The petition of P. Cadmore, of Fairbault, Minne- 
sota, and 2,017 others, for the passage of a law granting arrears of pen- 
sions toall pensioners who have not received the same—to the Committee 
on Invalid Pensions. 

By Mr. VANCE: The petition of R. F. Barr and others, for a post- 
route from Cranberry Forge to Linville Cove, North Carolina—to the 
Committee on the Post-Office and Post-Roads. 

By Mr. VAN VOORHIS: The petition of Harvey Beebe, for a pen- 
sion—to the Committee on Invalid Pensions. 

Also, the petition of Martin B. Anderson, president, and 10 others, 
members of the faculty of the Rochester University, for the passage of 
a law under which no one but an experienced, practical astronomer of 
established reputation can be appointed Superintendent of the National 
Observatory—to the Committee on Appropriations. 

By Mr. WILSON: The petition of Michael Reilly and 70 others, of 
Wheeling, West Virginia, for abolition of tax on cigars and tobacco— 
to the Committee on Ways and Means. 

Also, the petition of Henry F. Fish and 120 others, ex-Union soldiers 
of West Virginia, for equalization of pensions and bounties—to the Com- 
mittee on Pensions, Bounty, and Back Pay. 

Also, papers relating to claim of Barna Powell, of West Virginia—to 
the Committee on Claims. 





The following petitions for reduction of the duty on sugar were pre- 
sented and referred to the Committee on Ways and Means: 

By Mr. BREWER: Of 37 citizens of May’s Landing, of 45 citizens 
of Mount Holly, and of 29 citizens of New Gretna, New Jersey. 

By Mr. BROWNE: Of 45 citizens of New Castle, Indiana. 

By Mr. BRUMM: Of M. L. Shoemaker and 79 others, of Henry L. 
Drep and 76 others, of James O’Brien and 41 others, and of Robert 
Carter and 27 others, 

By Mr. J. C. BURROWS: Of 51 citizens of Centreville and of 78 
citizens of Lawrence, Michigan. 

By Mr. CALKINS: Of 72 citizens of Mishawaka, Indiana. 

By Mr. CAMPBELL: Of citizens of Saint Clairsville, Bedford County, 
Pennsylvania. 

By Mr. CONVERSE: Of 61 citizens of Worthington, Ohio. 

By Mr. DEERING: Of 55 citizens of Clews, Hardin County, Iowa. 

By Mr. DE MOTTE: Of 75 citizens of Winamac, Indiana. 

By Mr. GUENTHER: Of 49 citizens of Winneconne, and of 20 citi- 
zens of Appleton, Wisconsin. 

By Mr. HITT: Of 78 citizens of Nora, Stephenson County, Illinois. 

By Mr. HUMPHREY: Of 59 citizens of Sparta, Wisconsin. 

By Mr. KASSON: Of H. W. Beckett and 28 others of Osceola, Iowa. 

By Mr. KLOTZ: Of 49 citizens of Pittston, Pennsylvania. 

By Mr. LEEDOM: Of 49 citizens of West Union, Ohio. 

By Mr. MARTIN: Of 74 citizens of Clayton and of 7 citizens of Ken- 
ton, Delaware. 

By Mr. MOREY: Of 48 citizens of Wilmington, Ohio. 

By Mr. MORRISON: Of citizens of East Saint Louis, Ilinois. 

By Mr. MOSGROVE: Of 44 citizens of Apollo, Pennsylvania. 

By Mr. NOLAN: Of citizens of Green Island and of citizens of Pres- 
ton Hollow, New York. 

By Mr. PARKER: Of 77 citizens of Chateaugay, New York. 

By Mr. PEIRCE: Of 61 citizens of Clay City, Indiana. 

By Mr. PETTIGREW: Of 73 citizens of Brookings, of 80 citizens of 
Dell Rapids, of 39 citizens of Grafton, and of 76 citizens of Pierre, 
Dakota Territory. 

By Mr. RICH: Of 49 citizens of Port Huron and of 16 citizens of 
Memphis, Michigan. 

By Mr. SHALLENBERGER: Of 141 citizens of Freedom, Pennsy]- 


vania. 

By Mr. SKINNER: Of 54 citizens of Clayton and of 37 citizens of 
Cape Vincent, New York. 

by Mr. SPARKS: Of 45 citizens of Germantown, Clinton County, 
Ilinois. 

By Mr. SPAULDING: Of 31 citizens of Otisville, of 62 citizens of 
Ovid, and of 76 citizens of Vernon, Michigan. 
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By Mr. SPRINGER: Of 78 citizens of Beardstown, of 50 citizens of | 
Petersburgh, of 27 citizens of Mount Auburn, of 28 citizens of Murry- | 


ville, of 31 citizens of Winchester, and of 15 citizens of Mechanies- 
burgh, Ilinois. 
By Mr. W. G. THOMPSON: Of 35 citizens of Marion, Iowa. 


By Mr. VAN VOORHIS: Of 136 citizens of Holley, of 78 citizens of | 


Churchville, of 40 citizens of Lewiston, and of 78 citizens of Wilson, 
New York. 


dent usurpation of powers not granted to the said public servants by law 
therefore tacitly prohibited to them, 

6. That your petitioners, patrons of all systems of medical practice, including 
the so-called “ regular” itself, do earnestly pray that such unjust and injurious 
discrimination be hereafter prohibited by law of Congress, in some form, such 
as the joint resolution now before your honorable bodies, namely, Senate reso 
lution (first session) No. 96, and House resolution No. 259 of July Mand 15 last 
respectively ; and that all qualitied physicians be thus made equal before the law 


and 


in the Government service 


By Mr. WADSWORTH: Of citizens of Ontario County, New York. | 


By Mr. WEST: Of 54 citizens of West Galway, New York. 
By Mr. WILSON: Of Jacob Netmyer and 245 others, of Benwood, 
and of J. B. Wyere & Brothers, of Wellsburgh, West Virginia. 


SENATE. 
MonpDAY, January 15, 1883. 


The Senate met at 11 o’clock a. m. 


Prayer by the Chaplain, Rey. J. 
J. BuLiocK, D. D. 


The Journal of proceedings of Saturday last was read and approved. | 


PETITIONS AND MEMORIALS. 

Mr. CAMERON, of Wisconsin, presented a petition of members of the 
Robert Chivas Post, Grand Army of the Republic, of Milwaukee, Wis- 
consin, praying for immediate action on the bill granting a pension ot 
$40 a month to those whe have lost a limb in the service; which was 
referred to the Committee on Pensions. 

Mr. McMILLAN presented a petition of the Order of Templars of 
Honor and Temperance of Minnesota, signed by the officers, praying for 
the prohibition of the manufacture and sale of all alcoholic beverages in 
the District of Columbia; which was referred to the Committee on the 
District of Columbia. 

Mr. SAWYER presented the memorial of F. J. Blair & Co., and other 
importers of earthen-ware, citizens of Milwaukee, Wisconsin, remonstrat- 
ing against the increase of the import duties on white granite and printed 
earthen-ware; which was ordered to lie on the table. 

Mr. JONAS presented a petition of underwriters and masters of ves- 
sels of New Orleans, Louisiana, praying for an appropriation for the pur- 
pose of erecting a light-ship on the outer side of Cape Hatteras Shoals; 
which was referred to the Committee on Commerce. 

He also presented a memorial of importers and dealers in crockery and 
china ware, citizens of New Orleans, Louisiana, remonstrating against 
an increase of duty on articles of that kind; which was ordered to lie 
on the table. 

Mr. PENDLETON. I present the memorial of W. G. Hyndman & 
Co., of Cincinnati, Ohio, and the memorial of Scott & Co., of Cincinnati, 
Ohio, manufacturers of iron roofing, protesting against the reduction of 
duties upon tin-plate, and representing very strongly that the iron which 
they use largely in their business is now taxed very high, and that tin- 
plates are admitted at a rate that comes in ruinous competition with 
them. I move thatthe memorials lie upon the table. 

The motion was agreed to. 

Mr. PENDLETON. I present also the petition of the board of health 
of Dayton, Ohio, in favor of an appropriation for the support of the im- 
migrant inspection service as a means for the prevention of the intro- 
duction and spread of the small-pox in the country, which I move be 
referred to the Select Committee to Investigate and Report the Best 
Means of Preventing the Introduction and Spread of Epidemic Diseases. 

The motion was a to. 

Mr. SHERMAN. I present a petition of a similar kind to that pre- 
sented by my colleague—a petition of the board of health of Dayton, 
Ohio, praying for liberal appropriation to prevent the spread of small- 
pox. I move its reference to the Select Committee to Investigate and 
Report the Best Means of Preventing the Introduction and Spread of 
Epidemic Diseases. 

The motion was a; to. 

Mr. VOORHEES. I present a petition signed by many of the most 
eminent citizens of Indianapolis, Indiana, including Ex-Governor Con- 
rad Baker, Ex-Governor T. A. Hendricks, and persons of that class, 
which is brief, and I ask that it be read. 

The petition was read and referred to the Committee on Military 

_ Affairs, as follows: 
To the honorable the Senate and House of Representatives 
of the United States of America, in Congress assembled : 
he wadenigned, your petitioners, respectfully represent to your honorable 
1. That the theory and practice of medicine is a matter of great importance to 
the Army, the Navy, and the civil service of the United States. 
2. That at the present time the opinions and practice of physicians of equal 


learning, ability, and honesty, differ so widely as to divide them into sects, such 
as those commonly called allopathic and homeopathic. 

3. That one of these sects, calling itself ‘ regular,” has now and has always had 
absolute medical control of all departments of the Government service, thus 
compelling all Government employés to submit to its arbitrary choice of med- 
ical treatment. 

no candidate for appointment to medical service under the Govern- 

ment who avowed his belief in any other system of medical practice than that 

called “ regular,” however learned and wel qualified in other respects, has here- 

re been accorded an appointment or even an examination for the same in 
any Government service, except the Pension Office. 

5. That such discrimination in favor of one medical system against all the oth- 
ers, equally high in the confidence of the people of the United States, is an evi- 











And your petitioners will ever pray, &« 


Mr. GARLAND presented a memorial of the Little Rock Oil and Com 
press Company, of Little Rock, Arkansas, remonstrating against any re- 
duction of the duty on cotton-seed oil; which was ordered to lie on the 
table. 

Mr. HOAR presented a petition of the Washington Fire and Mu- 
tual Insurance Company, by their president and other underwriters, 
merchants and masters of vessels engaged in the coasting trade of the 
United States, citizens of Boston, Massachusetts, praying that a light- 
ship be stationed on the outer side of Cape Hatteras Shoals, and asking an 
appropriation therefor, to be expended under the direction of the Secre- 
tary of the Treasury; which was referred to the Committee on Commerce. 

Mr. HARRISON presented resolutions adopted at a meeting of busi- 
ness men of Indianapolis, Indiana, remonstrating against the passage of 
any bankrupt law; which were ordered to lie on the table 

Mr. DAWES presented the petition of William I. Rotch and other 
underwriters, merchants, and masters of vessels engaged in the coast 
ing trade of the United States, praying for the establishment of a light 
ship on the outer side of Cape Hatteras Shoals; which was referred te 
the Committee on Commerce. 

Mr. GEORGE presented a petition of Edward Harris, a soldier of the 
war of 1812, praying arrears of pension; which was referred to the Com 


mittee on Pensions. : 
REPORTS OF 


COMMITTEES. 

Mr. GARLAND. The Committee on the Judiciary have had under 
consideration the bill (S. 1308) for the relief of William H. Whiting, 
and have directed me to report it back and ask its indetinite post pone- 
ment, and in lieu of it to report a substitute, of which they recommend 
the passage. 

The bill (S. 2361) amending an act re-establishing the Court of Com- 
missioners of Alabama Claims, and for the distribution of the unappro 
priated moneys of the Geneva award, approved.June 5, 1882, was read 
twice by its title; and the bill (S. 1508) for the relief of William H. 
Whiting was postponed indefinitely. 

Mr. GARLAND. The Judiciary Committee have also had under con- 
sideration the bill (S. 2294) to remit the forfeiture of the British bark 
Viscount Canning, and to refund the proceeds of the sale thereof to her 
owners, Edward D. Morris and C. R. Morris, and they have instructed 
me to report the same back and recommend its indefinite postponement, 
but with a substitute which they recommend be passed. 

The bill (S. 2362) to remit the forfeiture of the British bark Viscount 
Canning, and to refund the proceeds of the sale thereof to her owners, 
Edward D. Morris and C. Rh. Morris, was read twice by its title; and 
Senate bill 2294 was postponed indetinitely. ° 

VERMONT RAILROAD BRIDGES. 

Mr. McMILLAN. [am instructed by the Committee on Commerce, 
to whom was referred the bill (S. 2264) to authorize the construction 
of certain bridges and to establish them as post-roads, to report it with 
amendments. Iam also desired to ask that the Senate act upon the 
bill at the present time. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore 
sideration of the bill? 

Mr. ALLISON. Let us hear what the bill is first. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The bill will be read. 

Mr. McMILLAN. I will state before the Secretary reads the bill 
that it authorizes the construction of two bridges between the States of 
Vermont and New York; that it has been submitted to the War Depart- 
ment and to the Chief of Engineers, and they have reported favorably 
in regard to its passage. The committee have made certain amendments 
to the bill. Among others, there is one amendment embracing a repeal- 
ing clause which is so general that it will cover any right the Govern 
ment may have in regard to the removal or change of the bridges at 
any time. I think there can be no objection to the passage of the bill. 

By unanimous consent, the Senate, as in Committee of the Whole, 
proceeded to consider the bill. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The amendments reported trom the 
Committee on Commerce will be stated in their order 

The first amendment was, in section 1, line 22, toinsert, after the word 
‘*opened,’’ the words ‘‘ by the owners thereof and at their expense;’’ 
so as to read: 


And said draws shall always be opened by the owners thereof and at their 
expense for the passage of vessels, whenever re quired, except during and for fif- 
teen minutes prior to the passage of trains 


Is there objection to the present con- 


The amendment was agreed to. 

The next amendment was, in section 2, line 14, to insert, after the word 
‘fopened,’’ the words *‘ by the owners thereof and at their expense;”’ 
so as to read: 

And said draw shal! be opened by the ownersthereof and at their expense for 
the passage of vessels, whenever required, except during and for fifteen minutes 
prior to the passage of trains 


The amendment was agreed to. 
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The next amendment was to add at the end of section 2: 

And said bridges are established as post-roads, 

The amendment was agreed to. 

The next amendment was tostrike out section 3, in the following words: 

That this act shall be subject to amendment or + at the pleasure of Con- 
gress; and said bridges are established as post-roads, 

And in lieu thereof to insert: 

That the right to alter, amend, or repeal this act is hereby expressly reserved, 
and the right to require 4 changes in said structure or its entire removal, at 
the expense of the owners thereof, whenever Congress shall decide that the pub- 
lic interest requires it, is also expressly reserved, 

The amendment was agreed to. 

The bill was reported to the Senate as amended, and the amendments 
were concurred in. 

The bill was ordered to be engrossed for a third reading, read the third 
time, and passed. OHIO RIVER BRIDGES. 

Mr. BECK. There is a House bill on the Calendar, the bill (H. R. 
5380) supplementary to an act approved December 17, 1872, entitled 
“An act to authorize the construction of bridges across the Ohio River, 
and to prescribe the dimensions of the same,’’ which was reported from 
the Committee on Commerce with some verbal amendments. The Com- 
mittee on Commerce of the House meet to-morrow morning, and in 
order to have final action on the bill speedily I should like to have it 
considered this morning, if there is no objection. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. Would the Senator from Kentucky, as I am obliged 
to go down to a committee-room, allow me to introduce a bill before he 
takes that up? 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The morning business is not yet 
through. If there are no further reports of committees the introduc- 
tion of bills is next in order. 

Mr. BECK. I beg pardon; I withdraw the request. 

BILLS INTRODUCED. 

Mr. CONGER asked and, by unanimous consent, obtained leave to 
introduce a bill (S. 2363) to establish the rights and to define the priv- 
ilegesof the James River Navigation and Improvement Company of the 
Territory of Dakota; which was read twice by its title, and referred to 
the Committee on Commerce. 

Mr. MORGAN asked and, by unanimous consent, obtained leave to 
introduce a bill (S. 2364) for the relief of the Mobile Marine Dock 
Company; which was read twice by its title, and referred to the Commit- 
tee on Claims. 

Mr. PLUMB asked and, by unanimous consent, obtained leave to in- 
troduce a bill (S. 2365) granting a pension to Peter Riley; which was 
read twice by its title, and, with the accompanying papers, referred to 
the Committee on Pensions. 

Mr. BUTLER asked and, by unanimous consent, obtained leave to 
introduce a bill (S. 2366) making appropriations for continuing work 
on the jetties in Charleston Harbor; which was read twice by its title, 
and referred to the Committee on Commerce. 

Mr. EDMUNDS asked and, by unanimous consent, obtained leave to 
introduce a bill (S. 2367) granting a pension to Fannie 8. Beaumont; 
which was read twice by its title, and referred to the Committee on 
Pensions. 

Mr. WILLIAMS asked and, by unanimous consent, obtained leave to 
introduce a bill (S. 2368) for the relief of Isabella Burbank; which was 
read twice by its title, and, with the accompanying petition, referred 
to the Committee on Pensions, 

AMENDMENTS TO A BILL. 

Mr. ROLLINS submitted amendments intended to be proposed by 
him to the bill (FH. R. 5538) to reduce internal-revenue taxation; which 
were ordered to lie on the table and be printed. 

PRINTING OF TESTIMONY, ETC. 

On motion of Mr. LOGAN, it was 

Ordered, That the select committee on heavy ord ted under the 


resolution of the Senate of August 2, 1882, be authorized to have printed for its 
use the testimony, statements, and documents submitted to it. 


JULIA A. NUTT. 
On motion of Mr. CAMERON, of Wisconsin, it was 


Ordered, That the Committee on Claims be discharged from the consideration 
of the papers in the claim of Julia A. Nutt, and that the Secretary of the Senate 
transmit the same to the House of Representatives, 


MESSAGE FROM THE HOUSE. 

A message from the House of Representatives, by Mr. MCPHERSON, 
its Clerk, announced that the House had passed the bill (S. 1340) for 
the relief of the heirs at law of William R. Downing, deceased, with an 
amendment in which it requested the concurrence of the Senate. 

The message also announced that the House had passed a bill (H. R. 
1247) to amend the pension Igws, in which it requested the concurrence 


of Che Gennte. ENROLLED BILLS SIGNED. 

The message further announced that the Speaker of the House had 
signed the following enrolled bill and joint resolution; and they were 
thereupon signed by the President pro tempore : 

A bill (8. 2290) to increase the fees of witnesses in the United States 
courts in certain cases; and 

A joint resolution (H. Res. 308) providing fora change in the name of 
the National Bank of Winterset, in Iowa. 








ORDER OF BUSINESS. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. If there be no “ concurrent or other 
resolutions ’’ the morning hour is closed. 

Mr. JONES, of Nevada. Mr. President—— 

Mr. COCKRELL. I ask that the House cases on the Calendar be now 
taken up and considered. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. That is the order. 

Mr. JONES, of Nevada. I move to set aside the Calendar, and I do 
so for the purpose of making a motion to take up the bill (S. 1683) for 
the relief of Ben Holladay. 

The PRESIDENT protempore. The question is on the motion of the 
Senator from Nevada, to postpone the Calendar until to-morrow with a 
view to take up the bill for the relief of Ben Holladay. 

Mr. DAVIS, of West Virginia. On Saturday when the Senate went 
into executive session I had the floor for the purpose of addressing the 
Senate briefly onthe then pending question, which was the substitution 
of the Agricultural Department bill for the bill now proposed to be 
moved by the Senator from Nevada. If it is the pleasure of the Senate 
I will now proceed with my remarks as I gave way at that time for an 
executive session. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The whole proceeding fell with the 
day. If the bill is taken up, the Chair will recognize the Senator from 
West Virginia first upon the subject of the amendment of the Senator 
from Kansas. 

Mr. DAVIS, of West Virginia. Then I will wait. 

The PRESIDENT pro If the bill is taken up that will be 
the pending amendment. The question is on the motion of the Sena- 
tor from Nevada, to ne the Calendar. 

Mr. DAVIS, of West Virginia. I suggest to the Senator from Ne- 
vada that I be permitted to finish my remarks, and then the motion as 
to whether the bill shall be taken up can be acted upon. It makes 
but little difference to the Senator either way. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. Does the Senator from Nevada insist 
on his motion to postpone the Calendar ? 

Mr. JONES, of Nevada. TI insist on my motion to postpone the Cal- 
endar for the purpose of making a motion to take up the bill for the 
relief of Ben Holladay. 

Mr. DAVIS, of West Virginia. The Senator from Nevada perhaps 
does not understand the situation. On Saturday when the Senate 
went into executive session I gave way for the purpose of an executive 
session, retaining the floor for this morning, desiring to conclude some 
remarks which I was about to commence then. 

Mr. JONES, of Nevada. I will say to the Senator that when the 
motion carries it will then be time enough for him to make his speech. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. If the bill is taken up the pending 
question will be on the substitution of the bill moved by the Senator 
from Kansas and then the floor will be awarded to the Senator from 
West Virginia. The question is on the motion of the Senator from 
Nevada, to postpone the Calendar. 

The motion was agreed to, there being on a division—ayes 35, noes 7. 

BEN HOLLADAY. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. TheSenator from Nevada now moves 
to take up the bill indicated by him, which is the bill (S. 1683) for the 
relief of Ben Holladay. 

The motion was to. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The bill is before the Senate as in 
the Committee of the Whole, and the question is on the amendment of 
the Senator from Kansas [Mr. PLUMB] to substitute the bill to enlarge 
the powers and duties of the Department of Agriculture. 

Mr. HAWLEY. It is taken up de novo; and is that amendment 
pending unless the Senator offers it, I respectfully ask? 

The PRESIDENT protempore. When the bill is taken up again it is 
taken up in the situation in which it wasleft. That was the situation. 

Mr. DAVIS, of West Virginia. If there is any doubt about it, I 
move—— 

Mr. PLUMB. There is certainly no doubt about it. 
amendments go along with the bill. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The Chair has so decided, that the 
bill is taken up in the same situation in which it was left. The Sen- 
ator from West Virginia has the floor on the pending question. 

Mr. DAVIS, of West Virginia. Mr. President, the prosperity, the 
wealth, the happiness, and the life perhaps of a nation depend greatly 
upon its industrial pursuits, among which are agriculture, mining, manu- 
factures, and commerce. Theseare, in fact, the most important of them. 

During the late war, when the country was hard pressed on every side, 
so great did Congress then think the necessity of encouraging agriculture 
that it formed what is now called the Department of Agriculture, but 
which is in fact only a bureau. This to my mind shows that in war or 
in peace it is highly necessary for any country, if it would prosper, to pay 
attention to its industrial pursuits, the leading of which is agriculture. 

On the 25th of March, 1879, I introduced this resolution, which was 
referred to the Committee on Agriculture: 

Whereas agriculture isthe foundation of nearly all our wealth, and it is mainly 


thro’ the exportation of its products that we are paying off our large indebt- 
a devctgn andl domestic, and have the present Cowe ance of trade in our 


favor; and 
h about one-half of the people of this country are engaged in 


All pending 


Whereas altho 
agricultural pursuits, and all other interests are dependent upon this our lead- 

















1883. 











been done by the General Government to promote agriculture, while other less 
neral and important interests have been largely aided: Therefore, 

Resolved by the Senate (the House of Representatives concurring), That the Com- 
mittees on Agriculture of the respective Houses be, and they are hereby, in- 
structed to consider generally the subject of agriculture, and report by bill or 
otherwise what can or ought to be done by the fieneral Government to better 
advance, encourage, and foster agricultural interests; and that said committee 
shall have the power to send for persons and papers. 


. . * . ° 
I also introduced a bill and made a speech favoring the encourage- 
ment of agriculture by the General Government. It may be that the 


resolution, bill, and speech aided somewhat in calling the attention of 


Congress to this very important question, and the pending bill, which 
passed the House almost unanimously, is in part the fruit. 


The industrial pursuits of any country I think important enough to | 


require the attention of the nation, and especially in a country like 
ours. In my judgment a country can not prosper for any great length 
of time if it neglects agricultural, mining, and manufacturing pursuits. 
We have now seven Executive Departments, most of which were formed 
early in the history of the Government. The Department of State was 
organized in July, 1789; the Department of War, August, 1789; the 
Treasury Department, September, 1789; the Post-Oflice Department, 
September, 1789; the Navy Department was formed about ten years 
later, in 1798; the Interior Department was not formed until 1849. 
When the first five of these Departments were formed our population 
was less than 4,000,000; when the sixth, the Navy Department, was 
made it was less than 5,000,000; when the last, the Interior Depart- 
ment was formed, there were about 20,000,000 people, and the wealth 
of the country has grown in greater proportion than its population. 
The present Agricultural Department was formed in May, 1862. 

Wall street and the financial world perhaps watch the crops more 
closely than the farmer. On the crops depends largely the condition of 
the country. Ifthe crops are poor or bad we generally have what are 
known as hard or tight times. Consequently we see the whole country 
watching carefully as to the crops. 

History shows that wherever a nation or a people neglected agricult- 
ure they soon fell to decay; and, on the contrary, they have prospered 
in proportion to the attention they have paid to agriculture, mining, 
manufacturing, and commerce. As soon as they neglected these pur- 
suits and went to war, as was very often the case earlier in history, the 
nation fell. 

I submit a table, which is official, that shows, commencing with 
1820, the total value of the exports of the country and the percentage 
which agriculture contributed: 


Values of exports from the United States of domestic merchandise, and of 


the exports of the products of agriculture, and the percentage which the 
of such products bear to the total value of exports of domestic mer- 
chandise for the years mentioned. 








y Value of ex- Per cent. 
V pa Bae _ ports of pro- of pro- 
Year ended June 30— a “4 ducts of do- ducts of 
payee + mestic agri- agricul- 
oe culture. ture, 
$51,683,640 | $41,657,673 
58, 524, 878 48,095, 184 
111, 660, 561 | 92, 548, 067 
134, 900, 233 108, 605, 713 
316, 242, 423 256, 560, 972 
455, 208, 341 | 361, 188, 483 
78, 115, 292 368, 466, O11 
476, 421,478 368, 796, 625 
575,227,017 | 446, 900, 004 
633, 339, 368 501, 371,501 
559, 237, 638 430, 306, 570 
594, 917,715 456, 113,515 
632, 980, 854 459, 734, 148 
695, 749, 930 536, 192, 873 
699, 538, 742 546, 476,703 
823, 946, 353 683, 010, 976 
883, 925, 947 729, 650, 016 





In will be seen that in 1820 the proportion was 80 per cent., in 1870 
nearly 80 per cent. , and soon down to 1881, when agriculture contributed 
over 824 per cent. of our entire foreign commerce. 

I present another table, which is also official, showing that other pur- 
suits are generally protected by the tariff, and by the tariff bill pending 
now, while the articles used by the farmer are heavily taxed: 

Per cent. 


.. 40 to 50 
.. 2B to 30 
. 40to 5 

35 to 60 
St 


) 
40 to 68 
60 
. Hto 
35 to 50 
Owing to the tariff the farmer in this country pays more for his goods 
than the farmer of Europe, where there are little or no customs duties. 
Here they average about 40 per cent. Upon the farmer and the miner 
the country depends principally for its support. All the great powers 
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and most important interest, commercial and otherwise, yet but little has | 
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of Europe recognize the importance of agriculture, and most of them 
have ministers of agriculture and spend annually much more than we 
do in each decade. Russia, Prussia, France, Austria, Italy, Spain, and 
other nations have ministers of agriculture, and Englard has recently 
sent to this country a commission or committee of Pariizment for the 
purpose of examining into the subject. I have here the report of that 
commiitee after its return. It is a very interesting document, and has 
led to the proposition for the creation of an exclusively agricultural 
department in England. The report that I refer to is well worth the 
| perusal of those who have not seen it. 

Russia is our great rival in agricultural products, and she expends 
more money, as | have before said, in a single year than the United 
States does in ten. Let me state some of the amounts expended by 
European governments in aid of agriculture. Russia.spends annually 
$5,012,350; Prussia, $4,054,875; Austria, $5,006,767; France, $7,271.- 
375; Italy, 31,589,900; and the United States for the last ten years has 
expended $2,717,496, and for the past year, 1882, $366,280. These fig- 
ures show clearly that any one of the leading powers of Europe expends 
more annually tor the care of agriculture than we have in the last ten 
years. 

I have seen it stated, and I think it true, that out of the three hun- 
dred and sixty-nine members of the two Houses of Congress there are 
but sixteen farmers to two hundred and fifty-two lawyers—tifteen or 
sixteen to one. In the British Parliament there are six hundred and 
fifty-two members in all, of which there are one hundred and eight law- 
yers and three hundred and sixty-three farmers. This shows that we 
have sixteen farmers in the two Houses of Congress to represent 26,000, - 
000 agriculturists and Great Britain has, if my table is true, as I think 
it is, three hundred and sixty-three farmers to represent 12,000,000 
agriculturists. 

Mr. JONES, of Florida. 
represent the agriculturists ? 

Mr. DAVIS, of West Virginia. They do ita little sometimes by way 
of side thought. They generally take care of themselves. I will let 
my friend talk for the lawyers; I am now talking for the farmers. 

The agricultural industry of the country is greater than all others, 
and I think it ought to be represented by an Executive Department. 

I have a table here which shows in part the value of the agricultural 
interest of the country in 1850 and in 1880, and it is quite interesting 
to see the very large ratio that it bears and the great increase of it: 


Does the Senator think the lawyers do not 





Iso 18 
Land in farms acres 293,! 5s 1, 71 
Improved land ..- Acres 113 220, 321 
Value of farms : dollars 3, 271, 10, 197, 161, 905 
Value of farm implements dollars 151,! 106,522,414 
Value of farm animals dollars 1, 500, 503, 807 


Value of farm products 
Horses 

Mules and asses 
Working oxen 
Milch-cows............... 
Other cattle 


dollars 
numbers 
numbers 
numbers 
numbers 
numbers 





22, 488, 590 





ee numbers - 35, 191, 656 
en ee numbers , , 213 17, 683, 051 
ae eeeeeee DOUShHEIS 592, 071, 104 1, 74, 861,535 
ae bushels 100, 485, O44 150, 479, 
Oats.... seicuiiiedaniilidea ..bushels 146, 584, 179 107, 858, 9990 
ES 6. ciandaieia ciel oeseshinos W uhnentenneuniianes ..bushels 14, 188, 813 19, 881,595 
Barley - 2 ES eee ae oe ny a oe ..bushels 5, 167,015 44,115, 405 
Buck wheat bushels 8, 056, 912 11,817, 327 
i ee ' bales 2, 469, 093 5,746, 414 
SAIL Uiccisslimtbindsundsudanendetuieseaudraeesueth tons 13, 838, 642 soa 

i siinceni pounds. 52,516, 959 155, 685, 75) 
Butter.. veeeeeee POUNCS 313, 345, 306 777, 204, 471 


To show how very valuable are the products of the farm, I give the 
value in 1881 of corn, hay, and cotton: 
Value of corn of United States, 1881............... 
Value of hay of United States, 1881......... 
Value of cotton of United States, 1881. 


$759, 482,170 
415, 151, 366 
259, 016, 315 


Total of corn, hay, and cotton for 1881......... eA 1, 433, 629, 851 

It isestimated by the Agricultural Department that the entire product 
of the farms in 1881 amounted tothe enormous sum of $3,500,000,000 of 
money, or more, as we all know, than our entire national indebtedness; 
and we find that the production of wheat alone in the States of California, 
Nevada, &c., is greater than the products of their mines. The value of 
the crops of this country for a single year is greater perhaps than all the 
gold and silver of this country and Europe combined. We import and 
pay large amounts of money for many articles of agriculture that ought 
to be raised at home. I give a list of eight or ten of the leading articles, 
which amounts to $160,000, 000 


Sugar and molasses 


S84. 432.005 


Tobacco and manufactured tobacco ; : 6,474, 839 
Spirits and wines . dasa 8, 762, 765 
Fruits and nuts ; 12,511, 0 
Barley...... 6,711, 47 
Rags, cotton, or linen 5.474 

Hides and skins, other than furs 30, O07 ‘ 


Eggs in 1880, 7,773,492 dozen, value.. 
| Eggs in 1881, 9,562,056 dozen, value 
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Upon the success of the furmer depends cheap food, and on cheap food 
depends our capacity to pay our foreign debt and encourage our manu- 
factures. A partial failure even for a single year of the crops is very 
apt to bring on general distress in the country. 

Our agricultural exports for 1881 amounted to $729,650,016, which 
was 82.55 per cent of our entire foreign commerce: 


Exports of breadstuffs for ISSL ..............+ . . $270, 332,519 
Exports of cotton for IASI ..........666 ni aden 247, 695, 746 
Exports of provisions for Lssl 151, 528, 216 
Exports of tobacco for  PBREERON ate entire 20, 878, S84 





The census of 1880 showed that the value of the agricultural products 
for that year amounted to more than the entire national debt. 

I submit a table which shows for several years prior to our several 
financial crises, such as those of 1827, 1857, and 1873, the balance of 
trade was largely against us, which resulted in bringing on a panic. 

The following are the official statistics of imports and exports and 
losses for the year, and preceding years to each panic, which occurred 
in years 1837, 1857, 1873, showing each year’s loss to our industries and 
wealth by adverse balance of trade, and being the only true and sufli- 
cient cause for our country’s former impoverishment and financial dis- 
tress: 

SEVEN YEARS OF ADVERSE BALANCE OF TRADE, 


Merchandise. Yearly loss 


Ve by adverse 
—_ balance of 
Imports. Exports. trade. 

1831 : $82,808,110 $59,218,583 | $23,589, 527 
1833..... iévecnstennunen 75, 327, 688 61,726,529 | 13, 601, 159 
ae ‘ ‘ 83,470,067 | 69,950, 856 13,519, 201 
Iss pean ousovadsucnsceubistsenensemunstabegiind 86,973,147 | 80,623, 662 | 6, 349, 485 
InSS weanied 122,007,974 | 100,459,481 | 21, 548, 493 
R36 penn onape epnnenl 158,811,392 | 106,570,942 | 52, 240, 450 
1837 tins ‘ an 113, 310, 571 94, 280, 8B 19, 027, 676 

TL 8 te RS Cer here ag bated 149, 675, 991 


EIGHT YEARS OF ADVERSE BALANCE OF TRADE, 


___ RRR Aenea aE EN $164, 034,038 | $134, 900, 233 $29, 133, 800 
185i..... shied stink | 200,476,308 | 178,620,188 | 21, 856, 170 
1852... ; SS. 195,387,314 | 154,931, 147 40, 456, 167 
Iss nei Ween ee 189, 869, 162 60, 287, 983 
In sesecsssssseesecseesseseree] 200,901,929 | 215,328,200 60, 663, 579 
INN.. , neem eS 38, 899, 205 
1856. : inpaneedveatideaboaeessunsscthepenasoeend] |G | ne 29, 212, 887 
1857 Pe ee 54, 604, 582 


Panic of 1857; total loss 335, 013,573 


TEN YEARS OF ADVERSE BALANCE OF TRADE. 








| 

RE See EC Renee cecesseseeeee] $801, 113,322 | $143,504,027 | $157, 609, 295 
RRR CoE 209, 656,525 | 136, 940, 248 72, 716, 277 
I = sais ies cconeerepnebeiesias enmenmeienascannlaien | 423,470,646 | 337,518, 102 85, 952, 
ST Sin tupantinsisnchsbuneniaierbeastaenicuail .| 381,043,768 | 279,786, 809 101, 256, 959 
REGS ho a 344,873,441 | 269,389, 900 75, 483, 541 
TN. a wn aisihahis ei iaeeninab cae NE 406, 555,379 | 275, 166, 697 131, 388, 682 
1870. 419,803,113 | 376,616, 473 43, 186, 640 
Hei A tesetesteseeneseecreeeeses! 805,802,414 | 428,398,908 | 77, 403,506 
| Ee es ae ee 
1873.. eee snsneneestavncnvsccvesaveinandscsl GSGUGL OEE | GUNA GED 119, 656, 288 

mabe ef TERR: Ciba ROG cccsictscesecnl sccceescitceddteineneteeseniaa | 1,047, 070, 223 


For several years past it is well known that the balance of trade has 
been in our favor, and to show the extent of it I desire to present a table 
from which it will be seen that it has been more than $1,200,000,000 in 
our favor in the last seven years, which would show that the country 
now ought to be in a prosperous condition, The last year, however, it 
has been much less than formerly, only about $25,000,000 in our favor. 
The table to which I refer is as follows: 


Year Exports. Total ox- Excess of ex- 
me ports, Imports. | rts over 
June 30, | | | : . 

: | Domestic. | Foreign. — 
$525, 582,247 | $14,802,424 S40, 384,671 $460,741,190 $79, 643, 481 
589, 670,224 | 12, 804, 996 | 602,475,220 | 451, 323, 126 151, 152, 094 
680,709,268 | 14, 156, 498 604, 865, 7 437,051,582 | 257,814,234 
698,340,790 | 12,098,651 | 710,439,441 9445, 777,775 | 264, 661, 666 
823,946,353 | 11,692,305 | , 638, | , 8M, 7 167, 683, 912 
883,925,417 18,451,399 902,377,346 | 642,664,628 , 259,712,718 
738, 239,732 17,302,525 | 750, 542, 257 724, 639, 574 25, 902, 683 








Total... 


4,935, 414,561 | 101,308,798 | 5,036,723, 359 | 3,830, 152,571 | 1,206,570, 7: 





Mr. President, in addition to our foreign commerce the internal tax- 
ation is principally derived trom the products of agriculture. It is well 
known that whisky contributes about $70,000,000 and tobacco about 








$47,000,000. Each of these products comes almost directly from the soil, 
On this point I present the following table: 


Comparative statement showing the receipts from the several sources of internal 
revenue during the fiscal years ended June 30, 1881 and 1882, with the 
increase or decrease from each source. 


(The figures for 1882 are subject to revision until publication in Commissioner's 


report.) 
Amount of tax paid during 
al years— 

Sources of revenue. Increase. Decrease. 

1881. 1882. | 

SPIRITS. 

Spirits distilled from | i 

_)_Peaenendmuesn | $1,531,075 83 | $1,095,164 60 |... eee $435, 911 23 


Spirits distilled from | 
grain and other ma- ) 



















































pe eteicomaee 60,683,051 73 63,683,592 37 
Rectifiers ........00..00..00000 | 170, 145 99 184, 483 67 
Retail liquor-dealers .... 4,322,298 21) 4,455,355 55 
Wholesale liquor-deal- | 
___ ae | 418,813 68 | 439,018 86 
Manufacturers of stills., 2,516 67 | 1,490 08 
Stills or worms manu- | 
FACCUTEM ......c0ccecsesee0e- 6, 880 00 it) eee | 2.177 @ 
Stamps for distilled 
spirits intended for | 
“we Dili SE 18, 470 80 0000: hiciiaenes 8, 870 7 
Miscellaneous .............. OE 8 ee) See 721 97 
Total ccccceesssesees| 67,158,974 88 | 69,873,408 18 | 2,719,433 30 |... 
TOBACCO, re 
Cigars and cheroots...... | 16,095,724 78 | 18,245,852 37 | 2,150,127 59 |................ 
Cigarettes ............ | 992, 981 22 | 4 } | =e | 20,411 12 
TE 689, 183 03 778, 650 87 2 | See 
Tobacco, chewing and | | 
a TE 22, 833, 287 60 | 25,033,741 97 | 2,200, 454 37 |........... - 
Stamps for tobacco, | 
snuff, and cigars in- | 
tended for export...... | 6,852 40 6, 606 06 
Dealers in leaf-tobacco..| 83,190 03 $4,533 97 | 
Dealers in manufact- | | 
ured tobacco ............ | 1,976,071 55 | 2,094,536 21 
Manufacturers of to- | | } 
DODDS sesccatassananseress | 9,169 55 8,762 48 
Manufacturers of cigars, 142, 273 02 | 143, 859 66 
Peddlers of tobacco...... 26,258 13 | 22,875 22 
eee | 42,854,991 81 | 47,391,988 91 
FERMENTED LIQUORS, 
Ale, beer, lager, and | 
MUNN nigunisssivitetnpventaitn 13, 237,700 63 | 15,680,678 54 
IE i ccatdbsccnnisiirsteneae | 195, 308 52 | 1%, 824 31 
Dealers in malt liquors 267,232 06 | 277,417 57 
ER eer | 13,700,241 21 | 16,158,920 42 | 2,453,679 21 |... 
BANKS AND BANKERS, 
Bank deposits... “a 2,946, 906 64 
Bank capital........ | 811,006 35 | 
Bank circulation.......... } 4, 295, 08 285 
ee eer | 8,762,208 07 | 5,253,458 47 | 1,491,950 40 |... 
MISCELLANEOUS, | 
Bank checks............... | 2,253,411 20 | 2,390,455 14 | 137,043 94 |.....e.seeceseenne 
Friction matches.......... } 8,278,580 G2) 3,272,258 00 |...............0000- 6, 322 62 
Patent medicines, per- | | 
fum ery, cosmetics, 
| SER EK eR 1,843,263 90 1,906,395 56 | 63,131 66 |............ceeeee 
Penalties. ..........s000+0000 231,078 21 | |_| SE ae 31,248 17 
Back taxes under re-_ 
pealed laws............ soe! 152, 162 90 78, 558 99 |... wememee 73,603 91 
Total... cccccssssveeeceeee! 7,758,496 83 | 7,847,497 73 | 89,000 90 |.....eccceesoees 
Aggregate receipts.) 135, 229,912 30 | 146,520,273 71 {11,290,361 41 oan 
| j | | 


So that in addition to 80 per cent. of our foreign commerce which 
agriculture contributes, 90 per cent. of our internal revenue comes from 
it, which makes it still more important that we should give some at- 
tention to it. 

The population of the United States in 1880 was 50,155,783; engaged 
in agriculture, about 26,000,000; value of farms in 1850, $3,271,575, 426; 
value of farms in 1880, $10,197,161,905. 

The farmer labors more hours and gets less pay as a rule than men 
engaged in other occupations. You may ask why create another Execu- 
tive Department for agriculture? We have fewer Departments now 
than almost any of the foreign governments. In the present Depart- 
ments of the Interior and the Treasury it is well known that many of 
the bureaus or offices are so large that they can not be seen once in a 
week and perhaps once in a month by the head of the Department. In 
1849, when the Interior Department was formed, the same question 
was asked, ‘‘Why create another Department ?’’ We then had a little 
over 20,000,000 people. We now have a little over 50,000,000 people. 
It is well known that just on the eve of the passage of the bill creating 
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| 
the Interior Department the administration was about changing. It | 
had been Democratic for many years. General Taylor had been elected 
President and was about to come in, and the argument used was that | 
we had Departments enough, that there ought to be no more Depart- | 
ments, but the Senate almost unanimously agreed that there should be 
another Department, and it had among its members then Webster, | 
Clay, Calhoun, and Benton. Whonow would say that those men were | 
wrong? So it will be if a new Department is made for agriculture. It 
will soon grow, because the country is growing, and we require more 
brains to regulate and manage the affairs of 50,000,000 people than ot 
20,000,000 people. 

In 1802 the total number of employés in the Departments in Wash- | 
ington was 103; in 1860, 1,311; that was after the Interior Department | 
wasformed. Inthe fiscal year 1882 the numberof employés amounted to 
6,268. In 1883 it amounted to 7,750. I know the increase was prin- 
cipally for the Pension Office, but still they are employs of the Gov- 
ernment. I am not now condemning the increase, but the fact is that 
the increase is upon us, and we should provide more brains to govern 
it than we have. 

The increase last year in the Departments in Washington was greater 
than the whole number of employés in the Departments in 1860. In 
1860, as I have said, the number was 1,511. Last year there was an 
increase of 1,462, and this, let me say, does not include the several 
Bureaus of Printing and Engraving, of Public Printing, the Coast Sur- 
vey, &c., which probably numbers somewhere between two and three 
thousand. 

The Treasury Department now is so large that the Secretary of the 
Treasury, I think, can hardly see his leading subordinates once a week. 
I think it safe to say he has not seen some of them fora month. Nearly 
all of the large foreign governments have a separate department for re- 
ceiving and for paying; that is, one department to collect money and 
another to pay it; and I believe it would be well if the Treasury De- 
partment were divided into two departments, one for the collection and 
another for the payment of moneys, so that one would not depend upon 
the other in any form or manner. I take itall will agree that our man- 
ufacturing and mining interests need more care and attention. 

Mr. President, we are losing our foreign commerce rapidly. It is 
well known that in 1830 American vessels carried 89 per cent. ; in 18-40, 
82 per cent.; in 1850, 72 per cent.; in 1860, 66 per cent.; in 1870, 35 
per cent.; in 1880, 17 per cent.; in 1881, 16 per cent.; in 1882, 15 per 
cent. These figures show that we must change our policy or we shall 
soon have no foreign commerce in American vessels. That interest 
ought to receive attention, and I hope it may before long. 

Mr. President, the bill as reported by the Agricultural Committee of 
the Senate, not as it came from the House, creates very little expense. 
I believe $9,500 is the total expense. It simply transfers the present 
organization of the Agricultural Bureau toa new department, which will 
go on as it is now, so that there is little or no additional expense at- 
tending it. The only expense, as I understand it, and I have examined 
it carefully, is $9,500; as the bill now stands it creates but three new 
officers and dispenses with one. It only adds a secretary and assistant 
secretary and a veterinary surgeon and drops the Commissioner of Agri- 
culture. The entire expense is annual salary of secretary $8,000, of 
assistant secretary $3,500, and of veterinary surgeon $2,500, making 
in all $14,000; and deducting the present salary of the Commissioner of 





Agriculture, $4,500, we find that the total increase of expenditure will 
be $9,500 annually. 

I believe all the great minds of this country, commencing with Wash- 
ington and followed by Jefferson, Madison, Jackson, Clay, Webster, and 
Lincoln, have recommended from time to time that more care be given 
to agriculture and more attention paid to it. When Rome was in her 
glory and her prosperity was the greatest, no man could hold a public 
office unless he was an agriculturist. When she neglected agriculture, 
however, and became a warlike nation, she soon fell to pieces. 

Though I am as much opposed, perhaps, as any Senator to increasing 
the expenditures of the Government, I believe that a head of depart- 
ment who will represent the industries of the country is highly neces- 
sary, for upon the industries of the country the nation must depend. 
Those industries which need care and attention and have but little or 
none now, are agriculture, mining, manufacturing, and commerce. 

Mr. MORRILL. _I desire to know what bill is before the Senate. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The bill for the relief of Ben Holla- 
day is before the Senate, and the pending question is the motion of the 
Senator from Kansas [Mr. PLUMB] to amend it by striking out all after 
the enacting clause and substituting the bill creating a Department of 
Agriculture. 

Mr. MORRILL. I wish to say something on the Ben Holladay case. 
I do not desire to discuss the amendment proposed by the Senator from 
Kansas. In the short time which I have had to make any preparation 
for this bill, of course I can deal with only a part of the subject, but I 
have yet spent more time about it than I think the case deserves. 

It seems to me that the consideration of this claim now will be a 
useless consumption of time, as it will not reach the House in time for 
favorable action, if the House should ever be so inclined, as I very 
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much doubt whether it will ever be, but there is no doubt the claim 
wil! be again presented here while any lamp holds out to burn. 
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We have been told that this bill has been reported unanimously by 
the committee. If the fact be so, and all the members of the Commit 
tee on Claims, after proper examination, support it, I regret the thet, 
because I would have greatly preferred that some member of that com 
mittee had done the work I am about to undertake, and for which | 
can receive no thanks, namely, to show that the bill, as reported, ought 
not to pass. 

It is true that the bill appears to be amended in its phraseology, but it 
covers the same obnoxious claims as much as ever. Hiding payments 
to Ben Holladay ** fer spoliations by hostile Indians’? under a longer 
drawn out specification adds no sweeter fragrance to the bill. Th 
phraseology of the bill now reads 

For all losses sustained by him by reason of his having carried the mail on a 
route different from the one specified in the contract, under the military author 
ity of the United States and upon the request of the President, during the exist 
ence of Indian hostilities on the line of said mail-route, and in full satisfaction 
for the property taken and used by the United States troops for the benefit of 
the United States 

This must be accepted as a very ingenious, euphemistical rendering 
of the language contained in the previous bill, but it conveys a very 
erroneous impression. The change of route was only made in order to 
give him protection for the benefit of Ben Holladay, and which, if it had 
not been given, might have exposed him to greater losses. Let me add 
that the incorporation of the words ‘‘ upon the request of the President ”’ 
appears to refer to the orders *‘ under the military authority,’ and, if se 
would undoubtedly be correct; but if they were intended to prop up the 
case beyond that, then the case would rest upon the testimony of the 
claimant alone. 

While I can not think any of the officers of the United States Army 
can be supposed ever to have seized any of the property of Mr. Holla 
day without giving a receipt therefor, and for which he was not ulti 
mately duly paid, yet, if there can be such a case made out, I should 
be quite ready to vote for a bill fully covering it. 

Notwithstanding it has been said that this bill was reported unani 
mously, and is reduced inamount from the former report of the same com- 
mittee, yet it appears to me a little singular that the Committee on 
Claims should have tailed to remember that the Ben Holladay claim has 
been before the Senate in Committee of the Whole, and there, after a 
prolonged discussion, it was cut down to $100,000. Surely the recent 
opinion of a decided majority of the whole Senate was entitled to some 
respect and to more weight than appears to have been given to it. The 
bill, it is true, is razed from over $520,000 down to about $320,000, but 
that is more than three témes one hundred thousand, which the Senate 
once decided was all that the claimant was entitled to receive. I thought 
then that $50,000 would be abundant and very liberal. 

It has sometimes been suggested that this claim ought to go tothe Court 
of Claims. That might be so if restricted to the claim for property 
taken and used by United States troops; but if to cover a claim where 
none now exists, or for losses by hostile Indians, then it would not answer, 
and especially would not answer under the conditions once reported that 
the ex parte testimony taken in 1862 and 1865 of twenty-four of the 
persons in his service should be received and accepted by the court. 
Without any notice to the Government this testimony was taken, some 
of it more than twenty years ago, most of it eighteen years ago, and 
none of it ever saw the light of day until 1878. What kind of a chance 
would that leave the Government in a suit in court with such a claim- 
ant and with testimony, besides his own, such as he chose to preserve 
chiefly out of the four hundred and fifty men in his service ? 

If this bill should pass and become a law it would reverse the prin 
ciple and the action of the Government trom its foundation, and would 
establish a great and conspicuous precedent that will compel the Gov- 
ernment to pay to mail contractors, a class which has notoriously made 
fortunes out of the Government, for all losses they have heretofore en- 
dured, or may hereafter endure, in consequence of Indian depredations 
The amount covered by this bill we might pay without bankrupting 
the Treasury, but who can foretell the thousands of claims, supported 
by equal and in many instances by greater merits, that would throng 
our corridors the moment it is established that the United States has 
consented to become the insurer of mail contractors and refirnd their 
losses? These depredations have been made at a great many points in 
the South and Southwest as well as throughout our country west of the 
Mississippi, both in the earlier and later periods of our history. It 
would be a great mistake to open the door for this great multitude of con- 
tractors to come here for additional sums of money to which they never 
had any right or expectation under their original Post-Oflice contracts. 

I know there is now one act of Congress and but one for a similar 
claim pushed through by a Senator from Oregon, I believe, but it ap- 
parently got through here without any special attention of the Senate, 
and is too insignificant in amount to be pointed at save as an example 
to be shunned. 

In the whole history of the Post-Office Department I know of no in 
stance where that Department has paid to mail contractors or even rec 
ommended payment ‘‘ for spoliations by hostile Indians while carry 
ing the United States mails,’’ and if there is any instance of that sort 
I respectfully ask the chairman of the Committee on Claims to point 
it out. Does my friend, the honorable Senator from Wisconsin, know 
of any such instance ? 
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Mr. CAMERON, of Wisconsin. I think there are several instances 
referred to in the report made by the Committee on Claims at the last 
Congress 

Mr. MORRILL. I have the report here and after a careful reading 
I do not find any such instance whatever. 

Mr. CAMERON, of Wisconsin. 
opinion that this is an exceptional ease, and they state in their report 
why they consider it an exceptional case. 

Mr. MORRILL. 1 will assent to the idea that the committee have 
made it an exceptional case, in no other wise. 

Mr. CAMERON, of Wisconsin. The committee do not intend to give 
their assent to the docirine that under all circumstances persons car- 
rying the United States mails whose property has been depredated upon 
by Indians are entitled to compensation. 

Mr. MORKILL. But the precedent does go to that fullextent. 
is no doubt about it. 

If to-day railway tracks were to be torn up, locomotives and cars de- 
stroyed, and fuel burned up by hostile Indians, would not the railway 
companies, as contractors for United States mail service, have in law 
and equity as just a claim to be reimbursed for their losses as Ben Hol- 
laday now has? How many such cases have occurred or will occur I 
know not, but it is obvious that they must have equal merit. 

Again, suppose that one of our ships having a contract, for instance, 
between New York and Galveston should in time of war be captured, 
or be seized by pirates, could the owners expect to have the loss made 
good by the United States? To be sure the loss would not be in con- 
sequence of the fault of the owners of the ship, and just as certainly not in 
consequence of the fault of the United States, as the latter would have 
done all it could have done to protect the owners, and all that it ever 
promised to do in the case of Ben Holladay, as will be seen by the testi- 
mony of Colonel Chivington. 

I read a letter addressed by Colonel Chivington to Ben Holladay from 
Denver, Colorado: 


There 


HIRAPQUARTERS DistRIcT or COLORADO, 
Denver, December 2, 136A. 

Sir: lam directed to furnish your line complete protection against hostile In- 
dians, which [can only do by its removal from the Platte to the Cut-off route. 
As it now runs Iam compelled to protect two lines instead of one, You will, 
therefore, remove your stock to the Cut-off route, which will enable me to use 
troops retained for an active campaign against these disturbers of public safety. 

Tam, sir, with respect, your obedient servant, 
J. M. CHIVINGTON, 
Colonel Commanding District. 
BexJsaMin HoLLApay, Exx,., 
Proprietor Overland Stage Line. 

This officer was direeted to furnish the line complete protection, all 
that he could, and that was done by a removal to a shorter route, the 
Cut-off route —easier and cheaper, as well as safer to be run. 
timony is that it could be run with ‘more safety and greater celerity 
than the old route.’’ The Government is entitled to credit for using 
all the military force it could spare for the protection of the stock of 
Ben Holladay. There is no ground for any claim that our military 
officers neglected the duty with which they had been charged. I do 
not think Congress will be ready now or ever to become the insurers of 
the ships, locomotives, coaches, horses, and harnesses of mail-contract- 
ors. They must still do as they have ever done, estimate for all contin- 
gencies when they offer their written proposals for contracts. If the 
risks are hazardous their terms must be raised accordingly, as they 
were beyond all question in this case and as they ever have been. 

This claim of Ben Holladay should be decided upon its merits to- 
day as it was in 1866. If we owe him any money I should be glad to see 
him paid. If I were the only one to assert the rights of the United 
States Treasury against the distinguished Senators who espouse the 
cause of the claimant with such zeal, I should have little courage to 
take any part in the present discussion. When this claim was last be- 
fore the Senate the Senator from Ohio (Mr. Thurman) and my colleague 
[Mr. EpMUNDs] were both here to resist it, and they were lawyers of 
some repute, and I think, therefore, I shall not be deterred from deny- 
ing the validity of this enormous claim, which has had nearly twenty 
years of vigorous growth, though the drought of last year appears to 
have somehow checked ‘its rankness a little. 

Let me say that I have very great confidence in the Committee on 
Claims. I have rarely ever heretofore done more than to silently vote 
for any report they have made, but thisisso plainly and palpably against 
the whole history and practice of the Post-Oftice Department and of Con- 
gress that it has arrested my attention, and the more I have examined 
it, less and less have appeared its merits. 

Let us look at the history of thisclaim. Mr. Holladay became a mail 
contractor in 1860, and from 1861 to 1864 had the overland mail con- 
tract at one millionayear. Does anybody suppose that he did not then 
understand, as well as the Department, that he took all the risks of the 
service? He was a very competent man forthe businessand understood 
- about it, and understood the profits of the business as well as the 
Osses, 

The passenger traflic was a monopoly and subject to the most extrava- 
gant charges, as was the express business. I do not think there is any 
doubt but that the whole business was very remunerative, but whether 
it was so or not, he did not call upon the Government at the expiration 
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of his contract in 1864 to reimburse him for losses or even to increase 

his compensation for the continuation of his contract, but again took 

the same contract over the same line of travel, and before any railroads 

had been constructed across the continent, for $840,000, instead of a mil- 
| lion dollars, or for $160,000 less. No claim for losses by Indians was 
| then or ever presented to the Post-Office Department, and, if there had 
been, most likely it might have been more than offset by fines for numer- 
ous failures to perform the regular trips on schedule time. How this 
was I do not know, but I have never understood that Mr. Holladay 
suffered any penalties for non-performance of the service, and although 
the Government often supplied him with mules and other assistance no 
payment for such service has ever been made. 

Mr. Holladay in his own testimony claims that President Lincoln told 
him he should be protected, and it appears that the military authori- 
| ties did all they could to protect him, but it is a little queer that no 
one but Mr. Holladay heard the words of President Lincoln. Presi- 
dent Lincoln’s version of the conversation can not now be had. It would 
have been easy to have had a scrap in writing, if a new contract had 
been made, from the Postmaster-General, but no such authentic docu- 
ment is forthcoming, and the testimony of Postmaster-General Blair, 
now living, appears to have been most industriously avoided and ex- 
cluded in the examination of this claim. It is not a little remarkable 
that in his memorial of 1872 Mr. Holladay says nothing about Mr. Lin- 
coln. No business man can reach the conclusion that a contractor so 
experienced and so conspicuously the master of his great business as 
all admit Mr. Holladay to have been, and as he is now, would have 
taken out a new contract ata lower rate if he found himself a loser on 
the old contract. 

With consummate forethought Mr. Holladay obtained five affidavits of 
men in hisservice, dated in 1862, respecting losses prior to that date, and 
used for the first time sixteen years afterward. Now, why did he not 
present his claim forsuch losses to the Post-Office Department or to Con- 
| gress, indorsed by the Postmaster-General, in 1864? The Postmaster- 
| General knew all about it and President Lincoln was alive. An inde- 
| pendent jury would be sure toreach anadverse conclusion upon both the 
| action and non-action of Mr. Holladay in this transaction up to 1864, and 
| nothing in the lapse of eighteen years helps his position. 

Mr. Holladay in his memorial in 1872 says his claims were presented 
| to Congress in 1866 and the petition referred to the Committee on Indian 
Affairs of the House, ‘‘and that subsequently by a disagreement of the 
two Houses of Congress as to the proper relief to be granted, the meas- 
ures of relief failed by the adjournment of Congress.’’ These words are 
very artistically put together and fail to show the fact that neither of 
the two Houses ever proposed to grant any relief for his losses by Indian 
hostilities. These were not presented, or, if presented, excluded by 
both the House and the Senate. 

What was the resolution which was passed by the House? I find it 
in these words: 

That so much of the claim of Benjamin Holladay as relates to damages for 
change of route by military orders and paw taken by the military authori- 
ties and appropriated to the use of the Government be referred to the Court of 
Claims for adjustment. 

This was reported in the House by the chairman [Mr. Winpom] of 
the Committee on Indian Affairs, the present distinguished Senator from 
Minnesota, now chairman of our Committee on Foreign Relations, and 
then as now a very able and experienced chairman. But the Commit- 
tee on Claims of the Senate, Senator Clark, of New Hampshire, being 
chairman, a gentleman eminent for his industry and fidelity to his duties 
on his committee, reported the case to the Senate with an amendment 
striking out that part of the claim which was for damages for change 
of route. The Senate appeared to think no claim could be set up on 
account of any military order, and, upon the motion of Senator Nes- 
mith, the resolution was taken up, the amendment agreed to and passed 
without a dissenting vote. The friends of Mr. Holladay contended for 
nothing more. 

This all occurred in May, 1866, when all the facts were fresh, known 
to everybody, and within reach. It was done when both the House and 
Senate were strongly Republican. That is to say, all that Congress 
then proposed to do was this: 

That so much of the claim of Ben Holladay as relates to property taken by 
| military authorities and appropriated to the use of the Government referred 
to the Court of Claims for adjustment. 
| A committee of conference was appointed on the part of the two 
Houses, but it was late in the session and it does not appear that they 
ever met. This was the measure of relief which the memorial states 
‘* failed by theadjournment of Congress,’’ but it wasa very light measure 
compared with the munificent bill proposed sixteen years later by our 
present Committee on Claims, who seem to be deaf to any other side ot 
this claim than that now presented by the untiring fidelity of the memo- 
rialist to a big claim that he strangely neglected while it was only a 
small claim. 

I do not think the facts as to this claim or the laws which determine 
its validity have changed since the Senate passed judgment upon it in, 
1866. 1 would be willing to do as much as the Senate did then, for it 
there was any ‘‘ property taken by military authorities’’ for the use ot 
the Government, and not paid for, let us pay for it by all means. I sup- 
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pose, however, if any property was so-taken a receipt must have been | 


given for it—that would be the duty of the military authorities—and 
that it has long since been paid for. That isso according to one of the 
officers who testified in this case, who says: 

When he did not have sufficient supply and he found a train loaded with 
corn coming to Denver he pressed it into the service of the Government, gave 
a receipt, and it was paid for. 

If there really was a substantial claim of over a half million dollars 
against the Government, how does it happen that this claimant now let 
it sleep for six years, or from 1866 to 1872? 
affidavits made out then as now, astheir date shows. He was not waiting 
to obtain proof himself, but did wait until it would be difficult, if not 
impossible, for the Government to make any effective disproofs or answer 
to his claims. Mr. President, if I had the legal ingenuity of some Sen- 
ators who advocate this bill I could make more holes in this claim than 
there ever was found im an old-fashioned New England colander. 

In 1872 Ben Holladay once more appears, after an absence of six years, 
in a memorial presented this time to the Senate. Would any shrewd 
business man like Mr. Holladay suffer a claim of real merit, amount- 
ing to over a half million dollars, against the Government, which, as he 
knew, never pays interest, to receive no attention whatever on his part 
for this length of time? If the claim was bad, the mold of years might 
hide its deformity; if good, the earlier and closer it could be examined 
the better it would appear. We have acopy of this memorial, but even 
at this date, 1872—— 

Mr. CAMERON, of Wisconsin. Does the Senator from Vermont 
think that that is really an argument against this claim because for six 
years it was not pressed ? 

“ Mr. MORRILL. Most undoubtedly I do. 

Mr. CAMERON, of Wisconsin. Take theclaimof Commodore Reid, 
which was passed favorably upon by Congress at its last session. The 
claim arose in 1814. It was presented to Congress soon after that time. 
It was not favorably acted upon. Then for ten years it was not again 
presented. 

Mr. MORRILL. But that does not relate to mail-contractors. 

Mr. CAMERON, of Wisconsin. Undoubtedly ; but it relates to a 
claim against the Government. 

Mr. MORRILL. This mail-contractor has been alive and, to use a 


R. L. Pease was a trustee; Lemuel Flowers, division agent; Richard 
Murray was a driver; J. A. Slade was a route agent; 8. B. Babcock, 
driver; J. E. Bromley, divisionagent; William A. Reid, divisionagent; 
Isaac E. Eaton, superintendent; George H. Carlyle, master of transpor- 


| tation; Sol. Riddle, division agent; George M. Lloyd, agent; Charles 


He had all but two of his | 


Ivins, division agent and employé; 8. O. Jerome, a division agent; 
Reuben 8. Thomas, division agent; William Reynolds, superintendent; 
W. M. Hudnut, messenger; Richard Quinn, loeal agent; James Stew- 
art, division agent; R. J. Spotswood, division agent; William Trotter, 
in service; G. H. Carlyle, in service; and R. J. Spotswood, a division 
agent and a very willing witness, it will be seen, and a man of all 
work, certainly as a witness; David Street, paymaster; George K. Otis, 
general superintendent, and this man, let me say, made all the esti- 
mates that are appended to each affidavit—a man in Holladay’s employ 
as general superintendent made the estimates under each affidavit, and 
that not under oath at all, nor under the oath of the parties from whom 


| affidavits were taken. 


vulgar phrase, kicking all the time, and there was no reason why he | 
should not have presented his case without leaving a lapse of six years | 


at one time and six or seven at another without pursuing it if he 
thought there was any chance of his getting favorable action upon it. 
Any man must have a large capital that will not ask for the payment 
of a debt of a half million of dollars oftener than once in six years. 

Mr. CAMERON, of Wisconsin. There are hundreds of claims that 
so far as this point is concerned stand exactly in the same position. 


peat. 
; Mr. CAMERON, of Wisconsin. Why are they different from other 
claims? 

Mr. MORRILL. I tried to have the Senator precede me, as he knows, 
and open this debate, but he declined, and therefore I think I will 
conclude what I have to say. 

We have a copy of this memorial, but even at this date, 1872, there 
was not the slightest allusion to that very confidential talk of the 
claimant with President Lincoln in 1862, heard by nobody but him- 
self, which he brings out in his own testimony in 1879, or seventeen 
years subsequently. Talk that could be remembered with such pre- 
cision of verbiage after the lapse of so many years, if regarded of any 
consequence, it would have been well to have remembered a trifle 
earlier. Mr. Lincoln’s words if truly reported bind nobody. If they 
did it would be important to have his own version of those words and 
not those of a deeply interested party. 

The memorial of 1872 was referred to the Committee on Indian Af- 
fairs, and afterward reported back and referred to the Committee on 
Claims, but no report appears to have been made. Again it went to 
sleep for almost as long a time as that of Rip Van Winkle, and did not 
wake up until 1878 or 1879, or for seven years, and then the claimant 
had his affidavits, fifteen to seventeen years old, all cut and dried, in 
his pocket, to prove that the Government was in duty bound to hand 
over to him a half million of dollars! Was there ever such forbear- 
ance upon the part of aneedy creditor? But if for seventeen years this 
claimant appears for the most part of the time as having no claim or 
as a laggard in pressing his claim, no fault of that kind can attach to 
him for the last three or four years. 

But I wish to call the attention of the Senate to the wholly unsatis- 
factory character of the testimony as I find it in the report of the com- 
mittee made in 1879: 

That testimony can be found in Miscellaneous Document No. 19, Forty- 
sixth Congress, second session, and I ask the attention of the lawyers 
of the Senate to the remarkable similarity of these affidavits. They 
are almost as perfect as many of the petitions that we receive in a printed 
form; they evidently had been arranged and concocted by a lawyer in 
each case, and the same one. It will be seen, if any one will take pains 


to examine, that out of his four hundred and fifty employés twenty-four 
have been used by him in these affidavits. 


| of 200 sacks of corn at Dennison Station, 227 sacks of corn at 


| tion, and so on. 


| everywhere at about $50 a ton, and all the corn at 22 cents a pound, no 
Mr. MORRILL. Nothing that relates to mail contractors, as I re- | 


| 





Mr. WILLIAMS. I should like, if it will not interrupt the Senator, 
right here toask him this question, how it was possible to tind anybody 
else than the employés of Mr. Holladay in a country where there was 
no population, a wilderness for 1,200 miles, no people, no courts, no 
magistrates, nobody who knew anything about these things, except the 
very men by whom he proved the losses ? 

Mr. MORRILL. I think there were some, yes, many settlers on the 
route, some travelers, and many at each end of the routes. Ido not 
think it was entirely bare of all population except the emploves of this 
contractor. Ifit had been, there would have been no reason for having 
such a mail-route run. ; 

But I desire to call the attention of the Senate to these estimates. It 
isa little remarkable how they are put in, in round lumpsums. You will 
find in the course of the testimony that the various stations were sup- 
plied twice a year, that is tosay, once in six months, and it would seem 
that in every case where there has been any claim of depredation by 
Indians there must have been at least a stock of six months and per- 
haps more on hand; and yet you will notice that when they come to esti- 
mate hay taken, it is 25 tons at Antelope Station, 20 tons at Spring Hill 
Station, 25 tons at Dennison Station, 30 tons at American Ranch, 10 
tons at Junction Ranch, 20 tons at Valley Station; so that you will see 
that they never had made any inroad on their stocks on hand, there were 
no fractions, but had these large quantities always to be accounted for. 

Again, when you come to sacks of corn you see they claim the loss 
Ameri- 
ean Ranch (there is an odd number); 75 sacks of corn at, Creek Station, 
100 saeks of corn at Murray Station, 100 sacks of cornat Junction Sta- 
You will find that they estimate the value of this hay 


matter where it was located. They estimate harness always at the 
highest price of new harness; that is, two sets of four-horse harness, 
$110 each. They never were worn any, but always worth the original 
price of new harness. I could go through the whole of this testimony 
and point out many things about it that ought not to be received by 
any court, and I think it would be useful to the Senate, only I do not 
desire to take up the time. 

I should be glad to think T had now discharged my duty and take 
leave forever of this case. The bill reported by the Senator from Min- 
nesota in 1866, as amended at that time by the Senate, covers as I be- 
lieve all the merits of this case, and that or something to be regarded 
as an equivalent is all that I can persuade myself has any substantial 
foundation either under the contract or the actual justice of the whole 
matter. A very large sum was paid, a million of dollars per annum, 
under the contract—much, much larger than would have been paid if 
the contract had involved no hazard. The present claimant took the 
risk, and whatever may have been said, it has never been shown, as we 
have not seen the books, that the contract by itself was not fairly re- 
munerative, or that it did not cover all losses as well as expenses. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The question is on the amendment 
of the Senator from Kansas [Mr. PLUMB], which is to strike out all 
after the enacting clause and to substitute the bill commonly known as 
the bill to create an agricultural department. 

Mr. CAMERON, of Wisconsin. I do not think the friends of the ag- 
ricultural bill will desire this motion to prevail. The bill for the relief 
of Holladay is a Senate bill; the bill establishing an agricultural de- 
partment is a House bill. If this motion prevails it will make the bill 
for the establishment of an agricultural department a Senate bill, and 
will necessitate its return to the other House. I suppose we all know 
that in the present condition of business in the House it will be impos- 
sible to secure action upon it during the present session. I presume the 
object in moving the amendment was to enable Senators to address the 
Senate in favor of the agricultural bill. It seems to me it would remove 
the complication and put the bill in a better position to withdraw this 
amendment and allow us to go on with the Holladay bill. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The amendment was moved by the 
Senator from Kansas, who is not now in his seat. 

Mr. CAMERON, of Wisconsin. He may have authorized some other 
Senator to withdraw it. 


Mr. DAVIS, of West Virginia. The Senator from Kansas has charge 
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of the bill. It is true I am a member of the Agricultural Committee, 
and was one of the sub-committee on the bill. I think that the Sena- 
tor from Kansas was in earnest when he offered it as a substitute, and 
that he believes it is fur better for the people of this great country that 
the industries of the country should be cared for and nursed if neces- 
sary, and certainly should receive the attention of Congress, than aclaim 
twenty-odd years of age which proposes to go into the Treasury and 
taxe out a quarter of a million dollars. 

Mr. CAMERON, of Wisconsin. I will ask the Senator, with hiscon- 
sent 

Mr. DAVIS, of West Virginia. Certainly. 

Mr. CAMERON, of Wisconsin. If he thinks the passage of the agri- 
cultural bill will be promoted by amending the Holladay bill so as to 
insert the agricultural bill instead of the Holladay bill? Does he not 
perceive that it will make the agricultural bill a Senate bill and compel 
its return to the House for action there; whereas the agricultural bill, 
being a House bill, can be taken up in the Senate, and if it is passed with- 
out amendment will go to the President for his signature? 

Mr. DAVIS, of West Virginia. Isuggest to my friend, then, that he 
allow the agricultural bill to be passed as a Senate bill, and let the 
Holladay claim wait, which has waited twenty years now, and which 
ought to wait a good deal longer, in my opinion. 

Mr. HOAR. I am authorized by the Senator from Kansas [ Mr. 
PLUMB] to say that he withdraws his amendment tothe Holladay bill. 
Though he desires to speak in opposition to that bill before the Senate 
takes a vote on it, the amendment, he authorizes me to say, he with- 
draws. 

Mr. DAVIS, of West Virginia. The Senator from Massachusetts says 
that the Senator from Kansas withdraws his amendment. 

Mr. HOAR. He will be back verysoon. He isin an adjoining room. 

Mr. DAVIS, of West Virginia. Then I suggest to the Senator to send 
tor him. 

Mr. HOAR. That Senator has a brief hearing on a matter connected 
with the Committee on Appropriations in which my colleague and 
myself are engaged, and probably the Senator from Kansas will be en- 
gaged for ten or fifteen minutes. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. 
question is on the Holladay bill. 

Mr. HOAR. The Senator from Kansas [Mr. PLUMB] is opposed to 
the Holladay bill, but he does not desire to have his amendment sub- 
stituting a bill not germane to it pressed further, and he authorizes me 
to withdraw it, but at the same time he said he expected to speak on 
the Holladay bill. TI would not feel justified in withdrawing his amend- 
ment unless the debate was to continue long enough to enable him to 
return and make his speech. 

Mr. CAMERON, of Wisconsin. As I suppose there will not be time 
to complete the consideration of the Holladay bill to-day, I ask that the 
report be read, in order that it may appear in the RECORD to-morrow. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. Does the Senator desire to have it 
read ? 

Mr. CAMERON, of Wisconsin. 
pendix, but the report itself. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. 
not be read, the Chair suggests. 

Mr. BUTLER. ° I desire now to give notice, as the consideration of 
the Holladay bill will not be concluded to-day, of an amendment which 
I shall propose to it. In line 5 I shall move tostrike out ‘‘ three’’ be- 
fore “‘hundred’’ and to insert ‘‘one,’’ and to strike out ‘twenty ’’ be- 


fore ‘‘ thousand,’’ and after ‘‘thousand”’ to strike out ‘‘one hundred 
and fifty-three;’? so as to read: 


If the amendment is withdrawn, the 


| prefer to have it read, not the ap- 


If it goes into the Recorp it need 


That there be, and is hereby, appropriated, out ofany moneys in the Treasury 
of the United States not otherwise appropriated, the sum of $100,000, &e. 


I give notice of that amendment. 

Mr. DAVIS, of West Virginia. May I ask my friend, the chairman 
of the Committee on Claims, who has charge of this bill a question? 

Mr. CAMERON, of Wisconsin. Certainly. 

Mr. DAVIS, of West Virginia. I notice, if I have the correct report 
(I have not looked into this case very carefully lately), that the sum- 
ming up in the recapitulation of the claim against the Government is 
$348,876, and the bill proposes to appropriate $320,153, a difference say 
of $28,000. I notice further, for instance, that the first item in the re- 
capitulation isone hundred and seventy-three horses and forty-one mules, 
at $41,400, which would be nearly $200 for each horse and mule; and 
so on in proportion all the way through. I should be glad to know how 
the committee arrived at a sum $28,000 less than the recapitulation ? 

Mr. CAMERON, of Wisconsin. If the Senator had read the report 
he would have seen how we arrived at it. 

Mr. DAVIS, of West Virginia. I have looked overthe report; I have 
not read it carefully. I see it calls for $348,000, and I see that the bill 
proposes to appropriate $320,000. 

Mr. CAMERON, of Wisconsin. 
of the report. 

Mr. DAVIS, of West Virginia. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. 
floor. 


That is explained in the latter part 


I wish to say one word further. 
The Senator from Wisconsin has the 


Mr. CAMERON, of Wisconsin. I desire, as we can not complete the 
consideration of the bill to-day, to have the report read. 

Mr. DAVIS, of West Virginia. The Senator cansend it upand I will 
hear it then. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. Does the Senator from Wisconsin 
desire to have it read, or does he simply wish to have it appear in the 
RECORD ? 

Mr. CAMERON, of Wisconsin. 
port that I desire to have read. The appendix need not be read. 

Mr. DAVIS, of West Virginia. I have no objection to the reading 
of the report, but I want to ask a question, or rather to make a short 
statement. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. Does the Senator from Wisconsin 
yield to the Senator from West Virginia? 

Mr. CAMERON, of Wisconsin. Certainly. 

Mr. DAVIS, of West Virginia. In 1872, I think it was, I was a mem- 
ber of the Committee on Claims in connection with other Senators. 
The present Postmaster-General, Mr. Howe, was a member; Judge 
Wright, of Iowa, was a member; John Scott, of Pennsylvania, was a 
member. I name these gentlemen because I happen to think of them. 
As to this claim it was examined carefully, as I think and believe, for 
I was a member of the sub-committee to examine it. That committee 
went through it as carefully as they could and spent considerable time 
upon it, and finally came to the conclusion that it was not a claim 
against the Government which should be allowed. 

Mr. CAMERON, of Wisconsin. Did the committee make a report 
to that effect ? 

Mr. DAVIS, of West Virginia. I thinknot. TI sent tosee, but have 
not found it. However, I recollect the fact, and as I said, the present 
Postmaster-General, the then Senator ‘from Pennsylvania, Mr. John 
Scott, and Judge Wright of Iowa were three members of the committee. 
I think after an examination carefully—and that was ten years ago, as 
the Senator will see—they believed that it was not a just claim against 
the Government. I think that I went through the whole of the papers; 
I think I read them all, and while apparently there was some justice 
in some of the items, yet it was thought very dangerous for the Gov- 
ernment to undertake to pay any such claim. I suppose there have 
been thousands of similar claims. My recollection is that at that time 
there was a larze number of claims pending before the Committee on 
Claims, and upon the payment or the recognition of this claim depended 
many others for Indian depredations; and the committee came to the 
conclusion that it would not be to the interest of the people or of the 
Government to pay such a claim, and that if money was to be given to 
Mr. Holladay some other way should be found to give it than to set a 
precedent so dangerous as this. 

Mr. FRYE. Yet, notwithstanding the care of distinguished gentle- 
men, notwithstanding the terrible danger to the Government of the 
United States in allowing such an infamous claim as this, notwithstand- 
ing all that, they did not take interest enough in the protection of the 
Treasury of the United States even to put their views into writing for 
the benefit of the Government hereafter and Committees on Claims who 
might have this matter under consideration. It does not impress me that 
those distinguished Senators at that time were so confident as to-day; 
the Senator from West Virginia thinks they must have been; for I know 
that Mr. Wright at any rate, one of those Senators, was in the habit of 
deciding against cases, and in the habit I might say without any devia- 
tion from it of drawing and submitting and having printed a report with 
his views. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. 
of the Senator from Wisconsin. 

Mr. MORRILL. I suggest to the Senator from Wisconsin that there 
is hardly time to read it to-day. I shall have to claim the floor at 1 
o'clock, and it now lacks only five minutes of that hour. I suggest to 
him that he had better ask to have it read when the bill comes up again. 

Mr. CAMERON, of Wisconsin. I think there is time to read the 
report proper. 

Mr. MORRILL. Very well. 

The Principal Legislative Clerk proceeded to read the report submit- 
ted by Mr. CAMERON, of Wisconsin, from the Committee on Claims, 
April 11, 1882. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The hour of 1 o'clock hasarrived, and 
it will take about fifteen minutes to finish reading the report. Isit the 
pleasure of, the Senate that the reading shall be finished, or shall the 
morning hour be declared closed ? 

Mr. MORRILL. 1 hope it will be postponed until to-morrow. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The report can be printed in the 


There are only four pages of the re- 


The report will be read at the request 


RECORD. ‘ 
Mr. CAMERON, of Wisconsin. I ask that it be printed in full in the 
RECORD. 


Mr. MORRILL. There will be no objection to that. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The report will be printed in the 
RECORD. 

The report is as follows: 


The Committee on Claims, to whom was referred the memorial of Ben Hol- 
laday, praying compensation for spoliations by Indians on his property while 
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carrying the mails of the United States, and for damages and expenses incurred 
in consequence of the changing of his mail-route in compliance with military 
orders, and for property taken and used by the military forces of the United 
States, having had the same under consideration, submit the following report: 

From the evidence taken in this case it appears— ‘ : 

First. That Ben Holladay was the contractor for carrying the overland mail 
in 1861 from the Missouri River to Salt Lake City, at the rate of $450,000 a year; 
that from July 2, 1862, to September 30, 1864, he paid to the Pacific Mail Steam- 
ship Company $75,000 a year for carrying printed matter, leaving him $375,000; 
that from October 1, 1864, to November 13, 1866, he received atthe rate of $365,000 

rear. 

’ eal: That in the performance of this service he usually employed about 
110 coaches, 1,750 horses and mules, and 450 men, not including persons engaged 
in the repair of coaches, wagons, and harness, nor agents, clerks, and other em- 
ployés in the offices at New York and San Francisco. That he erected houses 
and stables necessary at 120 stations, for the use and convenience of passengers, 
employés and animals; that he had as many as 150 wagons, and 420 oxen and 
cows, for the purpose of supplying food and forage, all of which involved an 
outlay of more than $2,000,000. : 

Third. When the original contract was made for carrying the overland mail, 
in 1860, we were at peace with all the Indian tribes along this route. As amat- 
ter of fact nearly the whole Army of the United States was posted in that coun- 
try forthe oe of preventing or putting down any possible Indian outbreak. 
In 1861 most of the soldiers were withdrawn, leaving small garrisons, far apart, 
and wholly inadequate to protect this line. Upon the removal of the troops 
seven or eight warlike tribes of Indians, who had been repressed by the presence 
of the Army, suddenly attacked the stations on about five hundred miles of the 
line, murdered agents and drivers, captured and drove away great numbers of 
horses and mules, burned buildings, wagons, coaches, large quantities of forage 
and provisions, and other property, all of which, in order to carry out his con- 
tract, he was compelled to rebuild and replace at great expense. That the In- 
dians, for many miles on each side of the line, set tires that consumed the grass, 
greatly increasing thereby the cost of forage. 

Fourth, That during these Indian depredations, the line being unprotected by 
soldiers, Mr. Holladay, knowing that he was in great danger of losing all that 
he had invested, besides incurring obligations beyond his power to meet, came 
to Washington and made known the situation to President Lincoln and the 
Postmaster-General. He was assured by the President that it was a political 
necessity that the mails should be carried; that a line of communication must 
be kept open across the continent for the reason that confederate cruisers had 
pode rendered communication by sea unsafe, and that under no circumstances 
and for no reasons should the overland mail-route be abandoned. The Presi- 
dent also assured him that soldiers would be furnished suflicient for his protec- 
tion, and that Mr. Holladay could rely implicitly upon the honor and justice of 
the Governnient to reimburse him for all the losses he might incur. The Presi- 
dent also advised him to keep an accurate account of his losses, so that he might 
at the end of his contract substantiate his claims. Relying upon the statement 
of the President, upon the justice of the Government, seeing the necessity for 
carrying the mail and for keeping a communication open with the Pacitic coast, 
Mr. Holladay, careless alike of loss and danger, carried the mails, rebuilt the 
stations as soon as burned, restocked the line as often as necessary, and fulfilled 
his contract. 

Fifth. That it became necessary to remove the route fromthe North Platte 
and Sweetwater or South Pass to that known as Bridger’s Pass, along the Lara- 
mie Plains, then known as the Cherokee Trail. That this change of route was 
made in accordance with military orders. That he was compelled to abandon a 
large number of his stations and buildings, together with a considerable amount 
of his supplies. That on making such change he erected new stations at great 
expense, under great difficulties, and exposed to great danger. That he changed 
the route for at least five hundred miles of the line, and that the change involved 
the abandonment of old stations and the building of new, the construction of 
roads and bridges, and the loss of much valuable property. 

Sixth. It also appears that Mr. Holladay was obliged to remove from the Platte 
River route, to the so-called Cut-off route, by order of Colonel Chivington, by 
which removal he sustained great damages, not only by the abandonment of his 
property, but by a lengthening of his line. 

Seventh. That large quantities of his hay, grain, and other provisions were 
taken for the use and service of the Government troops and agents, for which 
no compensation was ever made. 

Eighth. In 1866, on the 24th of January, the claim of Mr. Holladay to be reim- 
bursed for his losses incurred was referred to the Committee on Indian Affairs 
of the House of Representatives. Mr. Holladay asked that his case might be 

upon by the Court of Claims, the two Houses of Congress disagreeing as 
to the proper relief to be granted; pending which, Congressadjourned. On the 
6th of March, 1872, Mr. Holladay again presented his petition to the Senate, set- 
ting forth his contract and his losses, and again asking that he be reimbursed. 
That petition was referred to the Committee on Claims, and on the 26th day of 
November, 1877, the committee reported a bill authorizing Mr. Holladay to bring 
suit in the Court of Claims. That report was accompanied by twenty-three afli- 
davits, together with letters from several military officers, including Colonel 
Chivington, Generals Craig and Mitchell, and others, establishing the facts set 
forth in the petition. But inasmuch asthe testimony was ex parte, the committee 
thought best to refer the whole matter to the Court of Claims. On the 2th of 
March, 1878, the bill being under consideration, the Senate refused to send the 
case to the Court of Claims, but recommitted it to the committee, with instruc- 
tions to reporttothe Senate what amount, if any, wasequitably due the claimant. 
The committee proceeded to take the testimony of witnesses acquainted with 
the facts, and after an investigation of the claim, including the examination of 
more than thirty witnesses, reported that Mr. Holladay was fairly and equitably 
entitled to the sum of $526,739. It will thus be seen that this claim has been ex- 
amined by three committees, consisting of nine members each, and that these 
committees have reported in favor of its payment. 

Ninth, After a careful examination of all the testimony in this case, your com- 
mittee is of opinion that the memorialist, Holladay, is equitably entitled to 
compensation. Your committee find that in the summer of 1862, in consequence 
of Indian hostilities, about five hundred miles of the main line of claimant's 
route was so damaged and infested by Indians as to compel its abandonment by 
the claimant, under the orders of the Post-Office Department and of the officers 
in command of the military forces sent to protect the overland mail. That he 


| ties in carrying the mails of the United States 





was forced to select a route further south, involving the establishment of a new | 


line, for a distance of over five hundred miles, and distant from the old line from 
one hundred to three hundred miles. That this removal was an absolute neces- 
sity, as it was not possible to carry the mail by the old route, ‘except,’ accord- 
ing to the testimony of General Craig, *‘ with the consent of the Indians them- 
selves,”” And, alan. that the claimant was assured not only protection but 
indemnity for his losses by the President of the United States. 

Your committee also find that the removal thus mentioned involved the aban- 
donment of twenty-six mail stations, a large amount of forage, and many arti- 
cles of value necessary to the running of the stages. That the memorialist was 


large expense, sustaining by such removal from the old line damages, in the opin- 
ion of your committee, to the extent of $77,000. (See Appendix A for details.) 
Your committee further find that, in pursuance of a military order of Colonel 


J. M. Chivington, commanding the district of Colorado, the memorialist was | 


compelled to remove the stage line from the Platte River route, to the Cut-off 


route, being forced to abandon some of his stations on one hundred and forty 
miles of the road, and to remove twelve others to the new road, and to rebuild 
the same at great loss and expense. That the testimony tends to show that the 

damage to the memorialist by the removal to this line, under the order of Colonel! 
Chivington, rendering necessary, as it did, the transfer of houses, barns, hay 

grain and other articles, and rebuilding necessary structures on the new line, 
amounted to about $W,000, (See Appendix B for details.) 

Your committee also tind from the testimony that a large amount of hay, pro 
visions, and other property belonging to the memorialist, was taken and used 
from time to time by the military forces of the United States seattered along 
the route of the new line. That large quantities of wood belonging to the sta 
tions were taken and appropriated by the soldiers and several houses and sta 
bles destroyed and used by them for fuel, for none of which were vouchers 
given. That the testimony on this claim tends to show that the value of the 
property thus taken and destroyed by the military forces was in the neighbor 
hood of $30,000. (See Appendix C for details ; 

Your committee further report that the evidence shows that the damages sus 
tained by the memorialist while carrying the mails of the United States, by 
reason directly of depredations and hostilities of Indians along his route, was 
$359,739, which sum, added to the other sums above found, makes a total of 
$526,739, as the damages sustained by the memorialist in the discharge of his du 

See Appendix D for details 
report made by this committe 





Your committee refer for full details to th 
June 13, 1878. 

While your committee is satisfied that the claimant is equitably entitled to the 
sum mentioned in said report, and that he sustained losses to that amount, it 
has been deemed best totake into consideration only the losses sustained by the 
said claimant during the existence of the contract expiring October 1, IS64: a 
doubt existing in the minds of some of the committee as to whether claimant is 
equitably entitled to be reimbursed for losses sustained by Indian depredations 
under the second contract, as the testimony shows that the promises of the Pres 
ident and Postmaster-General to the effect that the claimant should be reim 
bursed and the orders of the War Department applied only to the first contract 

Your committee report in favor of paying the losses incurred by Indian dep 
redations during the existence of the first contract, namely, to the Ist day of 
October, 1864. The evidence shows such losses, together with the dates, up to 
the Ist day of August, 1864, amounting to $163,158. The evidence then shows only 
the amount from August to January, to wit, $57,167.32; and consequently it is 
matter of doubt as to how much loss was incurred before October | 

Taking into consideration the fact that most of the Indian depredations, accord 
ing to the testimony, were committed in the summer and fall, your committer 
think they might fairly allow half of said amount, but on account of the uneer 
tainty of the time when these losses happened your committee exclude them 
entirely. 

Your committee also report that the losses of claimant arising from the removal 
of the route fromthe North Platte and Sweetwater of Laramie Plains and Bridy 
er’s Pass were $77,000; and that the removal from the Platte River to what was 
known as the “Cut-off involved an expense and loss amounting to at least 
$50,000, 

Your committee also report that the amount taken, used, and destroyed of the 

vrroperty of the claimant by the soldiers of the United States for the use of the 

United States amounted to at least $30,000; making an aggregate of $320,158, to 
which, in the judgment of your committee, the said claimant is equitably en 
titled. 

Itshould not be forgotten that the services of the claimant were of the highest 
importance to the whole country, and that it would be hard to overestimate the 
magnitude of the undertaking, the obstacles overcome, or the ability, persever- 
ance, and courage that were nec« ssary to success 

Your committee therefore report the accompanying bill, and recommend that 
it do pass, 


rHE FISHERIES TREATY. 

Mr. FRYE. Jl introduced and had referred a few days since to the 
Committee on Foreign Relations a joint resolution giving notice of the 
abrogation of certain articles in the treaty of 1871 with Great Britain. 
I stated at the time that it was an informal resolution and that I would 
draw a more formal one. I have now drafted one directing the Presi- 
dent of the United States in July to give the requisite notice. Task 
leave to submit this, have it printed, and sent tothe Committee on For 
eign Relations. 

3y unanimous consent obtained, leave was granted to introduce a joint 
resolution (S. R. 125) directing the President to terminate Articles X VIII 
to XXV, inclusive, and Article XXX of the treaty between the United 
States of America and her Britannic Majesty concluded at Washington, 
May 8, 1871; which was read twice by its title, and referred to the 
Committee on Foreign Relations. 


WILLIAM KR. DOWNING, 


The PRESIDENT pro tempore laid before the Senate the amendment 
of the House of Representatives to the bill (S. 1340) for the relief of 
the heirs at law of William R. Downing, deceased; which was referred 
to the Committee on Military Affairs. 

MESSAGE FROM THE HOUSE. 

A message trom the House of Representatives, by Mr. MCPHERSON, 
its Clerk, announced that the House had passed a bill (HL. R. 3245) tor 
the relief of Ernest F. Unland, in which it requested the concurrence 
of the Senate. 

EXECUTIVE COMMUNICATIONS 


The PRESIDENT pro tempore laid before the Senate a letter from the 
Secretary of War, transmitting, in response to a resolution of January 
4, 1883, a report of the Chief of Ordnance, United States Army, respect 
ing the number, caliber, weight, and value of all cast-iron cannon on 
hand condemned or unfit for use; &c¢.; which, on motion of Mr. Cock 
RELL, was referred to the Committee on Military Affairs, and ordered 
to be printed 

He also laid before the Senate a letter from the Secretary of War, in 


: b 4 L | re 10 a res ion of the 11th of December, 1882, respecting in 
compelled to construct new stations on the new line, twenty-five in number, at | 'SPOPS* to a resolution of the 11 esp , 


cursions on the Niobrara military reservation: which was ordered to lic 
on the table and be printed 

He also laid before the Senate a letter from the Secretary of the Navy, 
transmitting additional! report from the naval advisory board as to thi 














[isd 


CONGRESSIONAL RECORD—SENATE. 





JANUARY 15, 





wisdom and expediency of completing the iron-clad steamers Monad- 
nock, Puritan, Amphitrite, and Terror; which was referred to the Com- 
mittee on Appropriations, and ordered to be printed. 

HOUSE BILLS REFERRED. 

The bill (H. R. 1247) to amend the pension laws was read twice by 
its title, and referred to the Committee on Pensions. 

The bill (H. R. 3243) for the reliefof Ernest F. Unland was read twice 
by its title, and referred to the Committee on Finance. 

INTERNAL-REVENUE AND TARIFF DUTIES. 

The Senate, as in Committee of the Whole, resumed the considera- 
tion of the bill (11. R. 5538) to reduce internal-revenue taxation, the 
pending question being on the amendment proposed by the Committee 
on Finance, to insert, as line 193: 

Cream of tartar, 6 cents per pound. 

The amendment was agreed to. 

The next amendment was, to insert, as lines 194 and 195: 

Dextrine, burnt starch, gum substitute, or British gum, 10 percent. ad valorem. 


Mr. HALE. In lines 194 and 195 I move to amend by striking out 
the words ‘‘ 10 per cent. ad valorem’’ and inserting in their stead ‘*2 
cents per pound.”’ 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The question is on agreeing to the 
amendment of the Senator from Maine. 

Mr. HALE. The other day, when the Senate was considering the 
bill and had reached the item of soap, in line 176, the discussion de- 
veloped the fact that the Committee on Finance, which has charge of 
the bill, believe in specific duties wherever they can be placed. The 
argument made at that time by members of the committee was so con- 
vincing to me that I did not vote, as I expected, to change the duty 
there from specific to ad valorem duty. The argument used was that 
where an article is well known, does not fluctuate in price, as it was 
said then that foreign soaps did not, a specific duty is much better than 
an ad valorem duty. If it is proper in any degree that that should ap- 
ply to foreign soaps, which certainly do have some variation of price, it 
would clearly be much more fitting that dextrine or burnt starch or 
gum substitute (they are all one practically), an article well known, 
the value easily estimated, should have a specific duty. For that rea- 
son I have moved to strike out the ad valorem duty and to insert ‘‘2 
cents per pound.’’ 

My reason for fixing upon that is that I find on page 46 of the bill the 
committee have inserted potato or corn starch at 1 cent per pound, rice 
starch at 2) cents per pound, other starch at 2 cents per pound. From 
my knowledge of this industry, which is one in which I am bound to 
say my own State is much interested, I think the duty on all these drticles 
should be left not as high as the committee have got it, in some places 
24} cents, not as low as in other places, but that it ought to be at 2 cents 
per pound. I hope before the Senate finishes this subject, not only as 
applied to dextrine or burnt starch, but potato, rice, and corn, or any 
other starch, they will all be left at 2 cents per pound. 

The operation of cutting down the duty upon starch will be that the 
manufacturers, of which in one county alone, that of Aroostook, in my 
State, there are thirty, would beshutup. These manufacturers can not 
compete with the starch factories of Germany, or with the starch facto- 
ries of Prince Edward Island, or Nova Scotia. I think the chairman 
of the committee must realize that, if he has given attention, as I have 
no doubt he has, to this industry. It has grown up in the county of 
Aroostook so that to-day, as I have said, there are thirty starch facto- 
ries making a market right at the door for the potatoes that are raised 
in such immense quantities in that county. It has in effect built up that 
county so that it has doubled its population in the last ten years. The 
farmers of Aroostook County get about 25 cents a bushel at the starch 
factory for their product. The farmers of Nova Scotia and Prince Ed- 
ward Island sell theirs at 12 and 14 cents a bushel; and unless this 
industry is protected, and only to the extent that other industries are 
protected in this bill, the competition will ruin this industry; it will 
break up the business, it will stop the work in these starch factories. 
In Northern New York and New Hampshire there are others in the same 
way. 

I hope that the committee will not oppose the amendment which I 
have offered, for I have sought to make it as fair in its rate as I could; 
not, as I have said, as high as some starches are put nor as lowas others, 
but leaving it all at 2 cents per pound. Dextrine is really nothing but 
starch. 

Mr. VANCE. Will the Senator allow me to ask him what per cent. 
ad valorem 2 cents per pound would be? 

Mr. HALE. The average price of starch imported into our market 
is about 6 cents a pound, I think. Two cents a pound, then, would be 
about 33 per cent. 

Mr. VANCE. The present duty is 10 per cent. ad valorem. . The 
shifting of it to the specific form would make it about 33 per cent. ad 
valorem. 

Mr. FRYE. I ask mycolleague if he is not mistaken about the price 
of dextrine? 

Mr. SHERMAN. It is about 4} cents. 

Mr. HALE. Not dextrine? 





Mr. FRYE. The invoice price? 

Mr. SHERMAN. Yes, sir. 

Mr. HALE. Some pamphlet or statement I have, which I believe 
to be ee has put the rates at somewhere from 4} or 5 to 6 cents 

rT pound. 

Mr. SAULSBURY. I should like to inquire of the Senator from 
Maine whether the material of which starch is made, the potato, corn 
&c., is not higher in European countries than the same material is in 
this country, and whether the actual cost of starch made abroad is not 
more than the actual cost of starch made in this country ? 

Mr. HALE. I do not understand the Senator exactly. 

Mr. SAULSBURY. I inquire of the Senator from Maine whether 
the material from which starch is made in Germany and Europe gen- 
erally is not higher there than the same materials are in this country ? 

Mr. HALE. Almost all the German starch—and dextrine is nothing, 
as I have said, but burnt starch—is made from the potato, which is 
raised in Germany in immense quantities, and is stored in pits or holes, 
silos, where it can be kept for the entire year, and where the manufac- 
tories can run for the entire year. The wages paid there are, of course, 
largely less than those paid here; the potato bringsa less price, and the 
article can be made at such a rate greatly cheaper, instead of, as the 
Senator from Delaware seems to think, as highasours. This industry 
here, about all the time that it can run in these northern latitudes 
where it is made, is from the time of harvesting the crop until winter. 
They can not be kept over on account of the frosts, and there is that dis- 
advantage in the manufacture. The competition is allagainst us. The 
cost is very much less than ours here. 

Mr. MORRILL. I regret that I can not quite agree with my friend 
from Maine in relation to the rate of duty on this article. I do agree 
with him on two of his points: one is that we have placed the duty on 
potato starch at too low a rate, and the other that specific duties are 
better than ad valorem. The present duty on this article is 10 per cent. 
ad valorem, and we import very large quantities of it. The proposition 
made by the Senator from Maine would about three and a half times 
increase the duty. That is to say, the present foreign price of this arti- 
cle is about 4} cents, and to put the duty up to 2 cents per pound would 
be to make an increase equal to 45 per cent. instead of 10. 

This article is used not only by people outside but by people inside 
of Maine. I think that the Senator from Maine will find himself in- 
terested on both sides of this question. It is very largely used for the 
purpose of starch as a substitute for gum arabic in stiffening calicoes 
and bleached cotton, and it is also used very largely for the sizing of 
paper, and is still further used in adhesive stamps. 

ar. HALE. Will the Senator allow me to ask him a question right 
there? 

Mr. MORRILL. Yes, sir. 

Mr. HALE. I am well aware of the uses that the Senator is naming 
of this product, dextrine or burnt or torrefied starch, whatever it is; 
but is it not a fact that it isso distributed and the quantity used as 
applied to the fabric is so small that it does not and will not really 
change the price of the article upon which it is put, paper, calico, or 
whatever it may be, while on the other hand it is fatal to the industry 
that produces it here if it is not protected? Would the manufacturers 
of cloth ever know or feel the difference in its price? 

Mr. MORRILL. I think the Senator would find some complaint in 
various parts of his State if the duty upon this article were to be raised, 
for it is consumed in very large quantities, both of our own product and 
of that which is imported. Last year we imported 1,763,354 pounds. 
Under these circumstances, while I would not object to and would pre- 
fer a specific duty, say if it was levied at about three-fourths of a cent 
per pound, and I should not object to even 1 cent, but to so high a rate 


as proposed by the Senator I think he will find objections on all sides of 


the Chamber. 

Mr. HALE. The matter has excited a great deal of interest in my 
State, and I have had many communications in reference to it, as my 
colleague has, and I have never heard from the manufacturers of paper 
or of cotton in Maine any complaint with reference to the projected rise 
that is covered by my amendment, although it has been well known 
there. It has all been the other way in reference to the industry that 
produces starch. 

Mr. MORRILL. I maysay that while we have had multitude after 
multitude of papers in reference to almost everything in this bill, we have 
not had any papers complaining of the imposition on dextrine. 

Mr. BLAIR. About one-sixth of the starch manufactured in this 
country is made in a single county of my own State, the county of Coos, 
adjoining Canada. There is a considerable quantity manufactured in 
Maine, a considerable portion also in the northern portion of the State 


of New York. A few years ago there was an attempt at a revision of 


the tariff in the House and this production of my own and the other 
States I have mentioned was struck at, and I had occasion then to learn 
some facts which are pertinent to be stated now. 

In Nova Scotia and in that portion of the Canadian provinces north 
of us and nearly all along the line where this commodity is manufact- 
ured by ourselves, the potato is raised very easily, is exceedingly prolific 
on the other side, and upon an average it can be raised at about 8 cents 
per bushel. The duty upon the potato per bushel is now 15 cents by 








ERLICH aere, Oc mn 

















SEC Mas cee 





~ 








1883. 





CONGRESSIONAL RECORD—SENATE. 


LL85S 


the existing tariff. 
this commodity to an advantage for less than 20 or 25 or 30 cents per 
bushel. It becomes an unprofitable crop at less, and so far as he is 
concerned a ruinous crop, to raise if brought in competition with the 
commodity across the line which can be raised at the price | have men- 
tioned. The potato can be produced at 8 cents per bushel in Canada. 
Nova Scotia raises itin vast quantities at that price,and profitably raises it. 

Mr. ALLISON. Is that on account of the superior soil or on account 
of some other thing? 

Mr. BLAIR. Partly superior soil, and then the cheapness of labor 
and all those things which make production in Canada cheaper than on 
our own side of the line. 

If there is any substantial reduction of the duty on starch of course 


it must be the utter destruction of the industry and the people in my | of New York, would not dextrine have gone up in the same way ? 


own State, where agriculture is at the best not a very profitable em- | 


! 
It is impossible for the American farmer to raise 


ployment, but at the same time it is the source of livelihood toa large | 


part of our population; and any reduction would be a very serious, in 
tact a ruinous thing. 

Mr. SLATER. I should like to ask the Senator from New Hamp- 
shire whether or not the manufacturers of this article in his State are 
in a prosperous condition ? 

Mr. BLAIR. They are not ina prosperous condition, It is not a 
business which is the source of an extravagant or anything more than 
an ordinary return. 

Mr. SLATER. They are making comfortable livings’ 

Mr. BLAIR. Fairly comfortable livings, as we yet our living in New 
Hampshire; I do not know how it would be regarded in other portions 
of the country. 

Mr. VANCE. Ido not know exactly what percentage of profits is 
being made by the manufacturers of this starch, but [have not a doubt 
that they are making quite as much as the women of this country who 
make their living by washing, in which they use starch. I have no 
doubt of it. Of starch there are 1,763,350 pounds imported. It does 
not cost quite 5 cents per pound, according to the figures which any one 
«an make out for himself. The value of the whole amount of importa- 
tions being $81,151, it was not quite 5 cents a pound. To raise the 
duty now to 2 cents a pound would be about 40 per cent. 
see any justice in it; I can not see any propriety in it. It is an article 
in universal use by our people. In fact, it is a concomitant of that soft 
soap which we reduced the tariff on the other day; and if we put the 
duty up here there will be no foreign importation at all. Therefore 


| reports of the Bureau of Statistics. 


j 
| 


ing the duty at 10 per cent. ad valorem about forty-five hundredths of 
a cent, or a little less than half a cent a pound. 

Mr. FRYE. Does it not bear a relative price to starch ” 

Mr. ALDRICH. What does the Senator mean? 

Mr. FRYE. Is not dextrine increased in value over starch about 
one-third by reason of decreasing the weight of the staroh one-third in 
making it? 

Mr. MORRILL. 

Mr. HALE. Forty per cent. 

Mr. FRYE. Isnot the Senator from Rhode Island taking the invoice 
price for last year, when starch was down to the lowest figures by reason 
of the increase of the production of potatoes in Germany; but when starch 
was up to 5, 6,7, 8,9, or 10 cents, as [ have it here from the market prices 


A little more than that 


Mr. ALDRICH. Iam not sure about the present price of dextrine; 
but I think it is quoted at about 4! cents in London. I know that is 
about the av erage price the last three or four years, as shown by the 
Theduty therefore is in the neigh 
borhood of half a cent a pound. The duty proposed by the amend 
ment of the Senator from Maine would theretore be a fourtold increase 

We propose in this bill to reduce the duties on colored and printed cot 
ton cloths from 26 to 50 per cent., and we are proposing it upon the 


| theory that the drugs, dyes, and other materials which calico printers 


| country is now idle. 


I can not | 


use are to be reduced induty. Weimported last year about 18,000,000 
yards of colored and printed cotton cloths, and upon those cloths im 
ported we propose by this bill to reduce the duties at least 25 per cent 
On other goods of « class not now imported we propose to reduce them 
about 50 per cent. 

The business of printing cotton cloths in this country has been de 
pressed, as the Senator from Maine knows very well, for a number of 
years. A considerable proportion of the printing machinery in the 
There is hardly any important industry in the 
country but what is more remunerative to-day than calico-printing 
The other day, upon the motion of the Senator trom Virginia [Mr. Ma 
HONE], we doubled the duty on extract of sumac. To-day it is pro 
posed by the Senator from Maine to increase fourfold the duties upon 
dextrine. While I have no special antagonism to make to this motion, 
I wish to call the attention of the Senate to the faet that if we go on 


| doubling and quadrupling the duty upon the materials which are used 


there will be a diminution of revenue and an increase of price at the | 


same time. 
Mr. FRYE. 
Mr. VANCE. Starch. 
Mr. FRYE. The duty on starch to-day is cents « pound and has 
been for the last twenty years. 
Mr. VANCE. The article we are now considering. ‘*dextrine, burnt 
stareh.’’ 
Mr. FRYE. 


What does the Senator mean—dextrine or starch? 


But the starch which the women use, whom the Senator 


from North Carolina talks about, is the ordinary potato starch, and the | 


duty on that has been 1 cent a pound and 20 per cent. ad valorem tor 
nearly twenty years, and the price has gone down from 9 cents a pound 
to 5 cents or 4} cents under the influence of the duty. 

Mr. VANCE. Perhaps the Senator can tell us what this burnt starch 
is used for. 

Mr. ALDRICH. 1 will state what it is used for 

Mr. HALE. Will the Senator from Rhode Island let me answer the 
question of the Senator from Oregon ” 

Mr. ALDRICH. Certainly. 

Mr. HALE. [have here the figures which give an answer to the ques 
tion which the Senator from Oregon asked just now about the condition 
of thisindustry. The total yearly profit to the one hundred and seventy- 
five manufacturers of this article for the year 1880 as shown by the re- 
turns, on an invested capital of $2,000,000, was less than $31,000. It is 
not an interest “hat is receiving inordinate profit, but is actually strug- 
gling along end making upon its investment hardly enough now. 

Mr.SLALER. That I understand is starch, and not dextrine. | do 
not »olerstand that there is any of this particular article manufactured 
in the United States. 

Mr. HALE. Of course the’dextrine comes in competition with our 
starch. Dextrine is nothing but starch burnt or roasted. It is a man- 
ufactured product; that is, a manufactured starch going through differ- 
ent processes, and it comes here by this name of dextrine, but it is noth- 
ing but burnt starch. Everything that touches this touches our starch 
manufactories. Therecan beno legislation upon dextrine, noduty fixed 
upon it, that does not directly affect the manufacturers of our starch. 

Mr. ALDRICH. I desire to say a few words about the effect of the 
amendment proposed by the Senator from Maine. 

The duty upon this article was first fixed in the tariff of 1816 at 10 
per cent, ad valorem. It was reduced in 1857 to 8 per cent., restored 
in 1861 to 10 per cent., and has remained at 10 per cent. from that time 
to this. It is largely used in the printing of cotton cloths and in the 
finishing and stiffening of textile fabrics. Last year, as the chairman 
of our committee has said, there were about 2,000,000 pounds imported. 
‘The average foreign price is about four and a half cents a pound, mak- 
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| justed to the present rates of duty 
| unchanged for forty years 


| no reason in having a duty of 2 cents a pound or 1 


by printers, at the same time reducing duties on colored and printed 
cloths, we are preparing a great industry for swift and certain disaster 

Mr. HALE. Let me ask the Senator trom Rhode Island one ques 
tion. If he were starting anew to fix the duty on these different arti 
cles, dextrine, which is burnt starch, potato starch, corn starch, or any 
other kind of starch, and were keeping the duty at what it is on starch, 
2 cents per pound, in effect, would he not think then that this duty ot 
10 per cent. ad valorem is too little correspondingly upon dextrine, which 
comes in competition with it? 

Mr. ALDRICH. If I were fixing the duties anew on these artteles, 
I should probably fix the duty on potato starch at less than 2 cents a 
pound. If it were a new question open to-day forthe tirst time I think 
the duty on dextrine ought to be quite as large as that on potato starch 
[ would say, however, that the business of the country has been ad 


, Which have remained practically 


Mr. FRYE. Why did the Senator consent to reduce the duties on 
cotton goods ? 
Mr. HALE. The admission of the Senator from Rhode Island covers 


precisely this case. It is one of those things that when we are reform 
ing and curing detects in the tariff ought to be cured now. There is 
cents, whatever 
you may fix upon starch, which is the original product, and only 10 per 
cent, ad valorem, which is less than half a cent upon dextrine, which is 
burnt starch reduced in bulk, when it is brought here and made more 
valuable, and coming into direct competition with our product every 

where in every market. There is no sense in one having a duty of L! 
or 2 cents a pound, to which nobody objects, on starch wid then haying 
only 10 per cent. ad valorem upon dextrine 

Mr. MORRILL. I move to amend by striking out “iwo™ and in 
serting ‘‘one’’ in the amendment proposed by the Senator from Maine 

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr. HAkkISON in the chair The 
Senator trom Vermont moves to strike out from the amendment of the 
Senator trom Maine the words ‘‘two cents’ and insert** one cent.’ 
The Chair understands this to be an amendment in the third degree 

Mr. MORRILL. No: we are treating the text reported by the com 
mittee as the original bill. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER.  Thiut is true, and therefore the prop 
osition is in order. The question is on the amendment of the Senator 
from Vermont to the amendment of the Senator from Maine. 

Mr. SLATER. I desire to call attention toa few figures which | 
have hastily picked up during the debate. I find on page 108 of the 
Tariff Commission's report, under the head of ‘‘ starch:”’ 

Number of establisiments, 139; capital invested, $5,328,256; total amount paid 
in wages during the year, $919,197; materials, 4,911,060; value of product, 


$7 ATT 742 


Now, by a little calculation I ascertain that the profits, deducting 
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wages and material, would appear to be something over 30 per cent., 
and it looks to me, as compared with other industries of like character, 
that that is a pretty fair average. Of course there are other expenses 


which do not come under wages and material, but in comparing this | 


with other industries, which run from a good deal below that to some- 
thing over 50 per cent., it seems to me that it is a pretty fair average 
and there is no occasion for an increase of the tariff on this article. 

Mr. FRYE. I should like to know how often the utter absurdity of 
those processes of finding profit in manufacturing corporations must be 
exposed in the Senate, not to have them repeated ? 

Mr. SLATER. [should like to know what is the use of having es- 
timates of this character made by our Census Bureau and our Tariff 
Commission ? . 

Mr. FRYE. If Senators will make a proper use of the figures which 
the Census Bureau gives, there may be some benefit in those figures; 
but when a Senator rises on the floor of the Senate and finds out the 
profits of a business by giving the capital, then giving the cost of ma- 
terial, then giving the cost of labor, then giving the value of the prod- 
net, and adding the cost of the labor and the cost of the material 
together, deducts that from the value of the product—when Senators 
insist on doing that, it seems to me there ought to be a limit to it some 
time or other. 

The repairs and renewals of machinery in a cotton-mill or a woolen- 
mill are equal to the wages paid for common labor. This method leaves 
out entirely the compensation of the officers of the concern, leaves out 
commissions, leaves out repairs to machinery, leaves out taxes, leaves 
outinsurance, leaves out interest on the plant, leaves out water-power, 
leaves out steam-power, leaves out more than it puts in; and yet Senator 
after Senator on the other side rises here and declares that it shows the 
profits of these corporations to be all the way from 30 to 50 per cent. 
Do not Senators know that if there was any business in this country by 
which men could make 30 per cent. they would not buy United States 
bonds at 3 per cent. interest and pay more than par for them? Does 
not the Senator know thatthe savings-banks of this country would not 
to-day have $100,000,000 looking for investment if they could invest in 
any manufacturing enterprise and gain by it even 20 per cent. profit? 

Now, I say to the Senator from Oregon that last year the starch 
manufactories could not run, and did not half of them run, because Ger- 
many had a great product of potatoes. Whenever German potatoes are 
produced in abundance the starch-mills of the United States stop their 
operation; whenever a country becomes settled and a railroad runs into 
it, the starch manufactories disappear. The only way on earth to-day 
that a starch manufacturer can run his factory at all is to go into a re- 
mote country where potatoes can not get to the market; where there 
are no railroads to take them away, or where the rates of freight are so 
great that they can not possibly get to market. There the starch fac- 
tories go and spread themselves, and afford those farmers a market at 
from 20 to 25 cents a bushel for their potatoes. 

Take the case in Northern New York; there was more starch made in 
New York last year in one single county, one of the upper counties of 
New York, than in all the rest of the United States; and to-day nearly 
every starch-mill there is still. So in New Hampshire; so it will be in 
Maine. ‘The moment the potatoes can get to the market at a reasonable 
rate of freight your starch factories stop. I say that they are running 
to-day on the very closest margin possible and are content if they can 
make 6 or 7 per cent., profit and use the potatoes which the farmers sell 
to them. 

But it is not the starch manufacturers we are looking out for. In the 
county of Aroostook, as my colleague said, last year those starch fac- 
tories, 30in number, bought 1,200,000 bushels of potatoes of the farmers 
of Aroostook County, paid them 25 cents a bushel, amounting to 
$240,000, that would not have been worth one single cent if it had not 
been for the starch factories. The legislation which my colleague asks 
for is not for the starch manufacturers. They will go where potatoes 
are cheap. If they are not cheap enough on our own side they will go 
to Canada, they will go to Prince Edward Island; and three years ago 
they started for Prince Edward Island and last year they made 1,800 
tons of starch ahd dextrine in Prince Edward Island out of potatoes 
for which they paid 14 cents a bushel. Your starch factories can go; 
but where can the farmers go to find a market? 

Then let me say to the Senator from Oregon, who represents farmers, 
that up in this section of the country, Northern New Hampshire, North- 
ern Vermont, Northern Maine, you can not raise corn as he can raise it 
out on the prairies; you can not raise any of the articles farmers raise 
as you can raise potatoes. It is the crop of the back farmers of North- 
ern Maine and Vermont and New Hampshire; and yet the crop is worth- 
less practically if they can not have starch manufactories to use it up 
and make it into starch. It does not make starch any higher. Starch 
within twenty years has been up to 9 or 10centsa pound. In ten years 
it has gone from 8 cents a pound down to 4} cents last year; the year 
before it was 3} cents; you can not expect to get it less than that. 

Mr. SLATER. If the Senator had paid attention to what I said he 
would have saved himself all the trouble of his speech. I did not un- 
dertake to say that the 30 per cent. on the figures which I gave covered 
all the expenses of a starch factory, for I expressly said that I did not 
suppose the items given would cover all expenses; but I drew a com- 
parison between this particular case and other industries of like char- 





acter where the per cent. does not run greatly over that, and inferred 
from these facts that this industry was reasonably and fairly prosperous 
and did not need an increase in the tariff. 

Again, sir, if we are to be taken to task every time we make a refer- 
ence to figures that are furnished us, I ask the Senate what is the use 
of having figures of this kind placed before us if some reliance is not to 
be placed upon them? The Senator says they are not properly used. 
Then, sir, they are inefficient; they do not state anything of which proper 
use can be made. The inference would be that those interested in this 
question are the only ones who can use these figures properly. I think 
there are some on this floor who understand this question quite as well; 
and especially those who come from constituencies that bear the burden 
of these taxes know very well where the burdens are and how grievous 
they are to be borne. 

Mr. HALE. I can give the Senator from Oregon the exact figures 
in a way that will satisfy him as to this question of profit, and the best 
way is to take a single ton of starch and see what it will bring in the 
market, and then see what is to be paid, first from the potatoes that it 
is made from and afterward for the labor, and the Senator will see 
himself how it disposes of his figuring giving so much to profit. 

In the last year the average price of a tonof potato starch was $88.33. 
Will the Senator bear that in mind? It takes 250 bushels of potatoes 
to manufacture a ton of starcli. At 25 cents per bushel, a low rate, 
and as the Senator from New Hampshire [Mr. BLAIR] has said, our 
farmers can not afford to raise potatoes and sell them at a less rate than 
that, the cost of the bare article—the original article that goes to make 
up a ton of starch—is $62.50. Now, setting aside all the labor, all the 
packing, freight, insurance, commission, and everything else, there is 
only between the price paid for the potatoes and the final product of 
the starch in the market per ton $26.33 in all, less than 30 per cent. if 
it was all profit; but out of that must come wages, packing, freight, 
insurance, and commissions, to say nothing about the interest upon the 
plant, amounting to $22. So last year a ton of starch sold in the market 
only netted to the manufacturer a profit of $3.83. 

There is no getting around these figures. They are not made vaguely; 
they are not made approximately; but the single statement of the cost 
of the potato itself without any labor whatever disposes of everything 
excepting the $22 balance out of which comes all the labor and every- 
thing else, asst np | that little profit. If that is not an industry that 
properly appeals for sympathy and protection here in the Senate I find 
it very diflicult to discover one. 

Mr. VANCE. Mr. President, I am learning something all the time 
as this discussion progresses. I did not have the assurance to believe 
that I knew it all before. I am satisfied now that Iam but a tyro in 
this subject of political economy as taught by the advocates of protec- 
tion. Heretofore, and nearly all the way through, the song has been 
that protection was absolutely necessary for the American laborer, anc 
all the burden of protection was laid upon his broad and brawny shoul- 
ders. Now it seems that labor is entirely overlooked in this matter ot 
the manufacture of starch, and protection is needed because of the cost 
of the raw material. 

That is what I have always believed was the matter, if anything was 
the matter, with American manufacturers, that under the protective 
system raw material was taxed so high that our manufacturers could 
not compete with those of Europe, where the raw material was fur- 
nished free, and this case is a confession of that fact. Nota word has 
been said here about the necessity of keeping up this tax in behalf of 
the American laborer, but it is all in consequence of the great crop of 
‘*praties’’ in Europe, which enables them to furnish the raw material 
cheaper than it can be furnished in this country. 

Mr. MORRILL. I appeal to my friend from Maine to accept my 
amendment. I think it will be obvious to the Senateand they will be 
willing to vote for that,and unwilling to vote for what he has pro- 
posed, as the cent a pound on dextrine is no more than the lowest rate 
of duty imposed or to be imposed upon starch, from which dextrine is 
mad 


e. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Does the Senator from Maine accept 
the suggestion of the Senator from Vermont? 

Mr. HALE. I will accept that amendment, although I know it is 
not enough. 

Mr. SAULSBURY. I should like to inquire what is the necessity of 
increasing the duty on this article when, according to the statement of 
the Senator from Rhode Island, this industry has been under protec- 
tion in this country since 1846, and the highest protection that has ever 
been afforded is a duty of 10 percent.? Yet the industry has gone on, 
these establishments have been in existence, and now we propose after 
the lapse of thirty-five or forty years to increase the protection which 
this industry in its infancy had and under which it has prospered. I 
can see no necessity whatever for an increase. Whatever duty we put 
upon these articles falls especially upon the poorer classes of the com- 
munity. If it is starch, it is used ly in the laundry by women 
and those engaged in that occupation. If it is dextrine, as said by the 
Senator from Rhode Island, then it falls heavy on the printing’ estab- 
lishments that print calicoes and other cheap articles of cotton, which 
are used also by the poorer classes of the community. I see therefore 
no necessity for it. 

1 want to see the tariff properly adjusted so that it shall yield suffi- 
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cient revenue to the Government, and at the same time so arranged 
that it will relieve the consumers who are least able to bear the bur- 
dens of government. 

Mr. HALE. Let me give the Senator one reason, if I have not done 
so already. Struggling along as this industry has for ten years to the 
present date, though the Senator from Delaware says he can see no 
reason why this duty should be raised, there are not to-day as many 
starch factories, the product is not as great, as it wasten yearsago. In 
Northern New York this low rate of duty, this competition of dextrine 
or German burnt starch, has almost wiped out the factories. What bet- 
ter reason can be given than that? 


The PRESIDING OFFICER. The question is on the amendment | 
of the Senator from Maine [Mr. HALE] as modified, in line 194 tostrike | 


out ‘10 per cent. ad valorem’’ and insert ‘*1 cent per pound.”’ 

Mr. VANCE. On that I ask for the yeas and nays. 

The yeas and nays were ordered; and the Principal Legislative Clerk 
proceeded to call the roll. 

Mr. GARLAND (when his name was called). I am paired with the 
Senator from Vermont [Mr. EpMuNps]. If he were here, I should vote 
“nay ’? and he would vote ‘* yea.”’ 

Mr. WILLIAMS (when his name was called). [am paired with the 
Senator from Nebraska [Mr. SAUNDERS]. 

The roll-call was concluded. 

Mr. ALLISON (after having voted in the negative). I am paired 
with the Senator from Delaware [Mr. BAYARD]. I do not know how 
he would vote. I withdraw my vote. 

Mr. JACKSON. My colleague [Mr. HArris] is paired with the 
Senator from Michigan [Mr. Ferry]. I make that announcement for 
the day. 


Mr. JOHNSTON. I am paired with the Senator from Pennsylvania | 


{Mr. MITCHELL]. 
The result was announced—yeas 24, nays 26; as follows: 


YEAS—XH. 
Aldrich, Dawes, Jones of Nevada, Platt, 
Anthony, Frye, Logan, ollins, 
Blair, Hale, MeMillan, Sawyer, 
Cameron of Pa., Harrison, Miller of Cal., Sewell, 
Chilcott, Hawley, Miller of N. Y., Sherman, 
Conger, Hill, Morrill, Windom. 

NAYS—26. 

Barrow, Farley, Lamar, Slater, 

" George, Maxey, Vance, 
Batler, Groome, Morgan, Vest, 
Call, Grover, Pendletoa, Voorhees, 
Cockrell, Hampton, Pugh, Walker. 
Doke, Jackson, Ransom, 

Davis of W. Va., Jonas, Saulsbury, 

ABSENT—26. 
Allison, Fair, Johnston, Mitchell, 
Bayard, Ferry, Jones of Florida, Plumb, 
Brown, Garland, Kellogg, Saunders, 
Camden, Gorman, Lapham, Van Wyck, 
Cameron of Wis., Harris, McDill, Williams. 
Davis of Illinois, Hoar, McPherson, 
Edmunds, Ingalls, Mahone, 


So the amendment was rejected. ~ 

Mr. VANCE. When this bill was last under consideration I was on 
the floor and had asked the favor of the Senate to recur to the item of 
camphor which had just been passed over. I ask the Senate now to go 
back to it. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Is there objection to that request? 

Mr. VANCE. Consent was given at the time, and I gave the floor 
this morning to another Senator. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Chair hears no objection. 

Mr. VANCE. I simply want to move to strike out the present duty 


of 5 cents a pound. One of the witnesses who is engaged most largely | 


in the manufacture of refined camphor from the crude camphor, Mr. 
Gould, appeared before the Tariff Commission and said that a tariff of 
3 cents protected them sufficiently, that is they could get on with it. 
There are only eleven pounds of refined camphor imported, which at 5 
cents a pound makes a revenue of 55cents. That shows that the pres- 
ent duty, small as it is, is prohibitory, while there are a million and sev- 
eral hundred thousand pounds of crude camphor imported out of which 
the refiners manufacture the refined camphor. I move to strike out 
“5”? and insert ‘‘3’’ cents per pound in order to see if we can not 
obtain some revenue. 

Mr. MORRILL. I trust that will not be done. There should be a 
proportionate duty put upon this according to its value, and this arti- 
cle is worth 40 or 50 cents a pound refined. The average price is, say, 
45 cents, and 5 cents a pound would be but alittle more than 10 per 
cent. ad valorem. ‘ 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The question is on the amendment of 
the Senator from North Carolina [Mr. VANCE], in line 189, to strike 
out “5” and insert ‘‘3.”’ 

Mr. VANCE. I ask for the yeas and nays. 

The yeas and nays were ordered, and the Principal Legislative Clerk 

ed to call the roll. 

Mr. GARLAND (when his name was called). I am paired with the 
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Senator from Vermont [Mr. EpmMuNnps]. If he were here, I should 
vote “"yea.”’ 
The roll-call was concluded. 
Mr. ALLISON (after having voted in the negative). For the moment 
I forgot that I was paired with the Senator from Delaware [ Mr. BAYARD }. 
| I withdraw my vote. 
The result was announced—yeas 26, nays 27; as follows 


YEAS—26 

Barrow, George, Jones of Florida, Saulsbury 
Beck, Gorman, Lamar, ; Slater, 

| Butler, (jroome Maxey, Vance, 
Call, Grover, Morgan, Vest, 

| Cockrell, Hampton, Pendleton, Walker 

| Coke, Jackson, Pugh 

| Farley, Jonas, Ransem. 

| NAYS—27 

Aldrich, Dawes, Lapham, Platt, 
Anthony, Hale, Logan, Rollins, 
Cameron of Pa., Harrison, Mebill, Sawyer, 
Cameron of Wis., Hawley, MeMillan, Sewell 
Chilcott, Hill, Miller of Cal Sherman, 

| Conger, Hoar, Miller of N. Y., Windom 

| Davis of W. Va., Ingalls, Morrill, 

ABSENT —23 

| Allison, Edmunds, Johnston Plumb, 

| Bayard, Fair, Jones of Nevada Saunders 
Blair, Ferry, Kellogg, Van Wyck 
Brown, Frye, McPherson, Voorhees 
Camden, Garland, Mahone, Williams 


Davis of Il., harris, Mitchell, 


| So the amendment was rejected. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Chair will regard lines 194 and 
195—the amendment to them having been voted down—as passed, un 
less there be further amendment. 
| Mr. MILLER, of New York. Isit permitted to go back? 
| Mr. MORRILL. No, sir. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Senate only went back by reason 
of unanimous agreement made at the time to which attention was called 
by the Senator from North Carolina. It can not be done if there is ob- 
jection. 

Mr. MILLER, of New York. It is not necessary to Lo back: I will 
offer an amendment at this place, though it should have come in after 
an amendment which was made to line 182 the otherday. The extract 
of-sumac clause was amended by putting extract of sumac at 20 per 
cent. ad valorem. I see that the committee have omitted extract of 
hemlock and other barks for tanning purposes. It should come in at 
that place, but I will offer it at this. I move to insert after line 195 

Extract of hemlock and other bark used for tanning, not otherwise enumerated 
or provided for in this act, 20 per cent. ad valorem, 

That stands on precisely the same ground as the amendment which 
was put in the other day, which was adopted by unanimous consent, as 
to extract of sumac. No argument is necessary. 

Mr. MORRILL. I say to my triend from New York that this will 
affect a very large and important interest, and that is the tanning of 
leather and sole leather. I think that 10 per cent. 6n the extract would 
be all it ought to bear, not higher. It certainly should not be at any 
such rate as 20 per cent.; 10 per cent would be sufficient for the pur 
pose. I move to amend by substituting ‘‘ten’’ for ‘‘twenty.”’ | 
think there should be some duty upon the extract, but 10 per cent 
ought to be suflicient. 
| The PRESIDING OFFICER. The question is on the amendment ot 
| the Senator from Vermont to the amendment of the Senator from New 
York. 

Mr. MILLER, of New York. The Senator from Vermont gives no 
reason for his amendment. The amendment adopted the other day 
when the bill was last under consideration on Thursday was that ex 
tract of sumac should be placed at 20 per cent. That was adopted by 
the Senate without discussion and without division and without ob 
jection. I myself am able to see no reason why extract of hemlock 
and other barks, which would be principally of course oak bark, should 
not stand upon precisely the same ground. If the bill is to be har- 
| monious I can see no reason why it should not be at 20 percent. Ido 
not care to take up the time of the Senate by going into a discussion or 
undertaking to show the difference in the cost of manufacturing these 
extracts in the United States and in the adjoining Dominion of Canada; 
but if there is any question raised in the Senate that this rate of duty 
should be only one-half what it is upon extract of sumac I shall be 
able to show it, I think, most conclusively. It does seem to me that 
it ought to stand precisely on the same ground as extract of sumac, 
and that amendment was adopted the other day without a division and 
without objection. It seems to me that the amendment I have offered 
should stand as I have presented it and should not be reduced. 

Mr. MORRILL. The amendmentin relation tosumac merely reaches 
a very small amount of sumac that is used for special tanning purposes 
of goat skins or sheep skins, but this amendment in relation to hemlock 
bark would tend toincrease the cost of manufacture and of tanning sole 
| leather and upper leather. Of course there isagreat amount of hemlock 

bark that is now produced in our own country, and a great deal from abroad 
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that is brought in free. 1 suppose all the tanners would ask to have 
the extract of hemlock bark also brought in free, but I do not think | 
that would be just, and 10 per cent. I think would be a proper rate. | 

Mr. CONGER. The bark and all the material that is used for making 
the extract of hemlock bark comes in free now; there is no duty upon 
that; but there have sprung up in many of the Northern States and in 
some of the Middle States factories for making from the limb and the 
bark and smaller parts of the trees, as well as from the bark, extracts | 
of hemlock, factories costing for each particular item of manufacture | 
thousands of dollars. They are through the States, north and central, 
wherever hemlock grows; they have been put up at a great expense; 
and the present rate of duty on hemlock bark has been continued until 
these manufactures have spread through the hemlock-growing regions 
to a large extent. Reducing the duty one-half now, in my opinion, 
would shut up the manufactories of extract of hemlock bark in almost 
all the States; it would destroy that industry. There are a great many 
people engaged in it, and in all the newly settled parts of the country 4 
it is an indacement to the persons settling and clearing lands to bring 
the bark of hemlock trees cut down for clearing land and the limbs 
and boughs as their winter work to the factories, where they are used 
to make extract of hemlock bark. 

Before both Houses of Congress this matter was discussed some four 
or five years ago, and it was decided by Congress that the duty of 20 
per cent. upon hemlock bark should remain. These industries have a 
right to expect that that duty shall remain. It will not only benefit 
those engaged directly in the manufacture, but be of great benefit to 
the frontiersmen and settlers in all the new countries, by furnishing 
them the means of utilizing the hemlock timber which is cut off in 
clearing their lands, which can not be done by the usual processes of 
peeling the tree and selling the bark. 

This is entirely in connection with labor; not only with the labor of 
manufacturers, but the labor of the settlers and the common people, all 
through regions where they are situated, enabling them to bring the 
boughs and such bark as they can gather from these trees in the fall 
and in the winter to the factories. 

I may say that in Vermont itself there are these factories, which will 
be just as much injured as they will in Pennsylvania or in Michigan or 
in any other State where the hemlock bark can be utilized in this way. 

Mr. MORRILL. I had the impression that the duty on the extract 
at the present time was 10 per cent.; I believe it is 20. 

Mr. MILLER, of New York. Twenty per cent. 

Mr. MORRILL. ‘Therefore I withdraw my amendmeat. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Senator from Vermont withdraws 
his amendment. 

Mr. BECK. 1 was desiring to hear what the Senator from Vermont 
said was the present duty, but 1 did not catch it. 

Mr. MORRILL. ‘Twenty per cent. 

Mr. MORGAN, I desire to have the amendment read. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The amendment will be read. 

The ACTING SECRETARY. After line 195 it is proposed to insert: 

extract of hemlock and other bark used for tanning, not otherwise enumer- 
ated or provided for in this act, 20 per cent, ad valorem. 

Mr. MORGAN. ‘Yhat would inelude oak also. 

Mr. MILLER, of New York. Certainly it includes oak. 

Mr. BUTLER. Is that the present rate of duty? 

Mr. MILLER, of New York. It is the present rate of duty. 

Mr. BUTLER. I understood it was not on the schedule at all. 

Mr. MILLER, of New York. By the decision of the Treasury De- 
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partment it pays 20 per cent. 
Mr. MORRILL. It does not happen to be in this bill, but 20 per 
cent. is the present duty levied upon it. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The question is on the amendment 
proposed by the Senator from New York. 
Mr. HOAR. IL should like to have read a brief statement made by | 
I’. Shaw & Brothers, and Young, Thayer & Co., of Boston. 
The Acting Secretary read as follows: 


REASONS POR REMOVING THE DUTY ON THE EXTRACT OF HEMLOCK BARK. 


We would respectfully ask yourattention to the following petition for protec- 
tion to our hemlock foresis, which are rapidly being depleted by one of the 
larwest interests in our country, namely, the leather interest. As an indication 
of the importance this question—bark—is assuming, it may be stated that the 
tannersof this country use 1,250,000 cords of bark a year. An acre of hemlock 
land will yield about seven cords of bark. Itthus es upward of 178,000acres 
of land to supply bark to the tanneries. As only nine States produce hemlock 
bark, it can be seen why the supply is becoming yomgtey exhausted. Itought 
to be understood that to get the bark the tree must eut down, and can not 
be replaced, 

We, the undersigned, own and control 1,500,000 acres of bark land and oper- 
ate twenty-three tanneries; own nine extract works, and employ 5,000 men 
part of the year, 2,000 men all the time, and make 72,000 barrels of extract ayear, 
the entire product of North America being but 100,000 barrels. 

It has been stated that there are la extract factories in Canada owned by 
English capitalists, Asa matter of fact there are seven factories in Canada, of 
which five belong to us, and are ran, with the exception of one, to supply our 
own tanneries, thereby saving the forests around them, thus adding to the lives 
of the plants. Four of these factories have cost us $200,000 each, and in order to 
protect the plant and run them we must have lange amounts of bark in their im- 
mediate neighborhood, and for this reason we have built extract works in Can- 
ada, thereby practically bringing our bark from another country, in a cheap and 
coconomical way, and in this manner our own forests for future use. 

There is a duty of 20 per cent. on this extract under the law of a manufactured | 
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article unprovided for, and the Tariff Commission recommend that the duty be 
= to 10 per cent. 


Ye would most me pegreny | ask to have it put on the free-list, coming under 
the head of protection to our hemlock forests. 


We ask this as owners of 1,500,000 acres of land, and as manufacturers of 72,- 
000 barrels of extract, which is two-thirds of all the extract manufactured in North 
America. A memorial has been presented to Congress signed by most of the 
leading tanners of the country. Nearly, if not all, would have signed it had 
there been an opportunity to present it to them. They ask that this duty of 20 
per cent, on the extract of hemlock be removed. 

Very respectfully, yours, 
F. SHAW & BROTHERS. 
YOUNG, THAYER & CO, 
Boston, Mass. 

Mr. MORRILL. I have seen that communication before, and it seems 
to me if these parties are the owners of a million and a half acres of land 
and of establishments costing $200,000 and have made this investment 
while the rate was 20 per cent., they can afford to go on if we continne 
the same rate. 

Mr. MILLER, of New York. It seems to me that the circular which 
has just been read is the best argument in favor of retaining the duty 
of 20 per cent. These gentlemen are asking us to make exemptions in 
favor of their property located in the Dominion of Canada because they 
are large capitalists and have been able to establish five works there 
costing $200,000 each. Thisamendment isin the interest of small owners 
of timber land in Northern New York, in Maine, in Michigan, and all 
along the border, lands which are being rapidly cleared up, and of lands 
all along the Alleghanies and in many of the Southern States also where 
extracts are made from oak bark. The hemlock upon our northern 
frontier is rapidly disappearing by disease, trees are dying, and the lands 
are also being cleared for agricultural purposes. 

Now, if we are to transfer the entire industry of making these ex- 
tracts to Canada, we shall lose the whole value of our own barks. The 
manufacturers of extracts on this side, and those who are not able to go 
into Canada and control a million and a half of acres of land, tell me 
that with anything less than 20 per cent. they will not be able to con- 
tinue their manufacture; and this amendment is directly in the inter- 
est of the farmers, those owning the land, and also of the laborers on 
our own side of the line. 

I have here a statement given to me of the comparative wages paid 
in Canada and in New York State in extract works. This statement 
is absolutely correct. The source from which I have it is a person in- 
terestel in this business, and who knows precisely what is paid. I will 
simply vive you a few of the figures : 

Wages paid common workmen in Canada, 90 cents to $1.25. The 
American makes $1.50 to $2. Teams in Canada, $2.25 to $2.50 per 
day; in New York, $4 to $4.25, and so on all through the list. The 
rate of wages is all the way from 50 to 100 per cent. higher upon our 
side of the line than upon the other. 


It seems to me that in justice to this industry and as a matter of 


saving for ourselves, working up this bark which will otherwise be 
absolutely wasted and lost to commerce, it should have at least this 
protection which it has had for the last two years. 

Mr. DAWES. ‘There is one view of this case which has not been pre- 
sented and which I commend to the Senator from New York, and that 
is supported by what he has just stated, that the forests are disappearing 
on our northern frontier. It is true that in all that region we can tan 
leather in no other way but by relying upon the hemlock bark at a dis- 
tance, and that hemlock bark at a distance can only be brought here in 
the form of extract, and unless we are enabled to rely to some extent 
upon the extract produced in the Dominion, we shall soon be obliged to 
cease tanning in this country, because the hemlock bark and largely the 
oak bark that can be used for tanning is disappearing. It seems to 
me it is quite in the interest of those farmers that the hemlock be pre- 
served and not cut off and destroyed to this great extent, such an extent 
as is absolutely necessary to continue and maintain the tanning estab- 
lishments in this country. 

By means of this extract of hemlock bark the forests are brought 
from a great distance to the tanneries, and tanneries can be maintained 
at a great distance from the hemlock trees themselves, solely due to the 
fact that the freight on the bark is saved almost entirely in this way, 
and unless our friends having land onthe borders have less inducement 
to cut off all their forest trees their farms in a few years will benaked 
and comparatively worthless; whereas if tanners are unable to supply 
themselves to some extent from abroad, and save thereby the forest trees 
that are growing up and are being maintained by their growth on the 
borders, the Senator from New York and his constituents will find 
themselves like those who killed the goose that laid the golden egg. 

Mr. MILLER, of New York. Mr. President, just aword. The peo- 
ple in New York and in all the bordering States desire to have such leg- 
islation as will enable them to make use of the products of nature which 
they now have, and which are rapidly disappearing from various causes. 
Much of the hemlock timber is now dying, and cannot be utilized ex- 
cept in this way. 

This matter comes simply to this: Messrs. Shaw & Brothers and 
Young, Thayer & Co., constituents of the Senators from Massachusetts, 
have been able to go into Canada and invest abouta million dollars, and 
perhaps much more, because they say they control a million and a half 
acres of land; and they are substantially the only persons who are tobe 
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benefited by importing extracts from Canada. They have their tan- 
neries upon this side, and they are to bring the extract here and use it 
in their own works. 

If we reduce the duty on extracts from the point it was when these 
gentlemen established their works in Canada, we are simply voting so 
much money into their pockets and out of the pockets of those who own 
the lands and who have the extract works on this side. These gentle- 
men invested these large sums of money in Canada when the duty was 
2) per cent., as it now is. They knew perfectly well what the law was 
and what they had todepend upon. ‘They have gone there because they 
found it protitable to pay 20 per cent. duty. They now come single- 
handed and alone asking us to reduce it to 10 per cent., or, as they 
would prefer, to have it put on the free-list; and it we do it wesimply 
legislate in favor of two firms only. 

Mr. BECK. Mr. President, I do not know much about the impor- 
tance of this particular article (it seems that a very small revenue is 


forests; but if we desire to do any good, the idea that the extracts and 
the articles that are necessary to produce cheap leather, cheap material 
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for men who are engaged in the manufieture of leather, will have to | 


prevail, or we shall be wholly unable to make any reduction of any 
value in the finished products. Fight or ten years ago, I forget ex- 


actly when, we had a high duty on raw hides, and when it was pro- | 


posed to make hides free a great clamor came up trom all over the West, 
and I remember some from our region of country; but it was done, and 
the export of the manufactures of leather from the time we made hides 
free increased at once from about a million and a half to ten or twelve 
or perhaps now fifteen million dollars. 

Mr. BUTLER. The exports? 

Mr. BECK. Yes, the exports. The furnishing of the raw material 
in the shape of hides became an immense business. 

Look at your free-list. Hides and skins other than fur skins on the 
free-list now, $27,702,970. As soon as that was done and men bought 
cheap the raw material, they got their hides from South America and 
elsewhere, and the business of the manufacture of leather sprang up at 
once, and increased and doubled and quadrupled until we are export- 
ing, [ think, perhaps more than we do of cotton goods now. ‘This is one 
of the things that enables men to make leather cheap. ‘To get the price 
of the finished product down is what the great mass of the people are 
interested in; but now they are building little industries up in every 
nook and corner upon every item which goes to make up the ingredients 
with which the work is to be done. 


LIS 


not adapted to agricultural purposes. There is no communication to 
the timber. All the hemlock that is within reach of communication 
has been used in the old fashion. 

Mr. BECK. If the Senator will allow me, so that it may ippear in 
connection with the remarks I have made, I have the exports of do 
mestic merchandise, given by customs districts, for the year ending June 
30, 1882. The export of sole, upper, and other leather and of boots and 
shoes, saddlery, and other manutactures of leather, liberalized as it has 
been, has gone up from a million or two to $9,125,465 

Mr. MAXEY. There is a vast importation of hides from Mexico as 
well as from South America, as I happen to know. 

Mr. PLATT. As I was saying, all the hemlock available in the old 
way had been reached. In order to make what remained available it 
Was necessary to go to the ground where tl 


he hemlock grew andestablish 
extract manufactories. It is an industry which has sprung up ina few 


| years. The article was not mentioned in the tariffer 1861. Tt hasall 
derived from it), nor do I care about speaking as to the effect upon our | 


grown up since that. Now they 
Mr. GEORGE. Mr. President 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. Will the Senat 
yield to the Senator from Mississippi ? 
Mr. PLATT 
mine. 


ro into the interior 
vv” trom Connecticu 


I yielded a moment ago and got another speech into 


Mr. GEORGE. If want to sugvest to the Senator from Connecticut 
that we are very anxious to hear him over here, but we are not able t 
| doso. 

Mr. PLATT. I suppose it is due partly tothe mistortu ole 
and partly to the noise in the Chamber. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Chair will request Senators to be 
seated and to Keep order in the Chamber 

Mr. GEORGE. We want to hear the Senator from Connect ici na 


we do not hear him. 
Mr. PLATT.  [ will state again what I was saying Large trac 
hemlock forest have heretofore been unavailable because all the } 


Heh 


! . * . 
| within reach of the tanneries had been taken. Within thirty or forty 


| or fifty miles of the tanneries the bark was drawn from the forest to t! 


| formerly the bark was brought to the mill and ground up. 


| has been that it has largely decreased the cost of tanning All that 
The former Secretary of the Treasury, now a distinguished member 


of the Committee on Finance of the Senate—I allude to the Senator from | 


Ghio [Mr. SHERMAN ]—while Secretary made a very sensible suggestion 


in his report to us some years ago, even when there was no particular | 


surplus of revenue. He then said: 

A large number of isolated articles are now included in the dutiable list which 
yield less than $10,000 a year each, and the cost of collecting the duty on these 
ee onthe staplearticles. The addition ofmany 
such artic 
eoffee— 


Which he sought then to restore— 
would be beneficial. 


es to the free-list, in the event of the duty being placed on tea and | 


i aut 
tannery, and so the forest had been exhausted within reach of the tan 
neries. There are large tracts that were thus unavailable until the 
process of extracting the bark was discovered; and then they went into 
the forest and extracted the bark, and it being reduced to a small com 
pass it could be brought out. That is now largely used in tanning wher 
Che result 


cumbersome freighting haus been done away with, and the tanner gets 
the essential property of the bark very much cheaper than he did in the 
old way. 

This is a question between the hemlock timber in this country and 


| the owners of it and the owners in Canada, between the workmen in 


We have been extending our free-list whenever we could in order to | 
give the manufacturers of staple articles no excuse for saying that they | 


had to have a high protective tariff because of the high cost of the ma- 
terial out of which they had to manufacture their goods. 
I sent just now, since I took the floor, to see if I could not ascertain 


what were the leather exports. I have here the domestic exports of 


merchandise by customs districts of manufactures of leather. It is very 
much more than I said it was. I have not time to foot it up. J will 
make up the figures in a few minutes. I only desire to say, not caring 
about this particular thing, that all through the chemical list I shall 
endeavor to so vote as to give the men who are making staple articles 
the goods which are to them raw materials as cheaply as I ean, without 
endeavoring to destroy any special interest. Senators seem to think 
that all these interests are very important, but I would rather destroy 
a good many of them, so as to give men who are making a staple article 


a chance to furnish it at a reasonable rate and compete with the rest of 


the world for the trade of the world. We have built up, as I have said, 
the leather industry by giving them hides free. 

Mr. MAXEY. What is the relative importance of the leather in- 
dustry as compared with the extract-of-hemlock industry ? 


| ground of the protection of American forests. 


lock forests and not 


Mr. BECK. That Ido not know. There is no comparison. It is | 


thousands and tens of thousands. 
Mr. MAXEY. Of course it is our interest to maintain that industry 


which is most important tothe country. The leather industry being of 


far more consequence to the American people than the other, it is our 
interest to sustain the leather industry, in which everybody is interested. 
Mr. BECK. Beyond all question the Senator from Texas is right. 
i will foot up the figures in regard to the export of leather. 
Mr. PLATT. I think none of my constituents are interested in this 


this country and the workmen in Canada. 

Mr. HOAR. And the manufacturers of leather 

Mr. PLATT. The manufacturers of leather, of course, have thei 
cost decreased by either, whether the extract is manufactured in Canada 
or in this country. Certain parties in Boston have gone into Canada 
They have there bought up the hemlock lands much cheaper than they 
can be purchased in this country. They employ their labor much 
cheaper than they can in this country, and they employ their teams 
much cheaper than they can in this country. ilaving done that they 
ask to have the duty of 20 per cent. removed, and they put it upon the 
It seems to me that is a 
very weak argument, a very weak ground to put if upon 

These hemlock forests are dying, dying from natural causes, bein; 
destroyed by fire, continually wasting away, and the result will be that 
if the Canadian product can be brought into this market so cheaply 
that it will run out the American manuiacture, we shall lose our hem 

receive any advantage from them eit] now or in 

the future. 


It seems to me that what ought to be done is to have a suflicient duty 
on the Canadian product so that there shall be an equilibritum between 
the manufacture here and in Canada, and that we shall b ine both 
the forests in this country and in Canada at the same tim samend 
ment is not to reduce the duty, it is to retain the duty where iti 
The reduction suggested is simply tor th nelit of the importers who 
desire to contro] the market. 

Mr. WILLIAMS. Inthis connect {f wish to make a single remark 
I am for voting to make the raw material as cheap as possible, asa gen 
eral principle; but in this country of ours, where we have more tanned 
bark than all the countries in the world, where we have more hice 
than any other people, where we manufacture leather not only enough 
for our own use but to export to the extent of $20,000,000 a hoot 

| and shoes of the better qualit are higher than in any « utry under 


subject, but as I have a summer residence in the State of New York I | 


think I know a little something about it. There are vast tractsof land 


in the State of New York upon which hemlock is growing. They are 





the sun. 

Mr. ALLISON. I should like to inquire of the junior Senator from 
Kentucky if he is quite sure that boots and shoes are dearer in this 
country than in any other? 

Mr. WILLIAMS. Iam,sir. Theyare dearer here thanin any other 
civilized country in which I have traveled. 

Mr. ALLISON That is news to me I am sorry to hear it. 
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Mr. WILLIAMS. And it is only for the sake of protection to the | 


manufacturers. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The question is on agreeing to the 
amendment of the Senator from New York [Mr. MILLER]. 

Mr. HOAR. I desire to amend the amendment of the Senator from 
New York. I move to make the duty 10 per cent. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. TheSenator from Massachusetts moves 
to make the duty 10 per cent. 

Mr. MILLER, of New York. Before that motion is put I wish to 
say a few more words on this subject. 1 do not desire to weary the 
Senate, but, as I stated before, there are no parties asking for a reduc- 
tion of the duty on extract of hemlock bark except two or three concerns 
in Boston which have built large establishments in Canada, and built 
them when the duty was 20 per cent., knowing full well what it was, 
and now they come here and ask us to put it on the free-list, and if we 
will not do that, then to put it at 10 per cent. 

\s I understand our friends on the other side, they are attempting to 
vole steadily againt monopolies and against great corporations and in 
the interest of the laboring man and the farmer. Now, you may sit 
right down and figure up the amount of extract produced in Canada, 
und this proposition is simply voting so many dollars and cents to gen- 
tlemen in Boston who own the works in Canada. The duty of 20 per 
cent. has been maintained, and under it extract works in nine or ten 
States in the Union have been built up. It has not increased the cost 
of manufacturing leather in this country. On the other hand, it has 
enabled many tanneries, from around which the forests have disappeared, 
to continue their work by going back into the forest and there making 
the extract and bringing it out. It has reduced the cost of making 
leather, and it is one of the reasons why we are able and why we do 
export so much leather, as the Senator from Kentucky told us we were 
doing. All there is of this proposition is te vote so many dollars and 
cents to two firms in Boston owning extract works in Canada against our 
own interest. 

Mr. HOAR. It seems to me that while the Senator’s argument is a 
very good one against having this article on the free-list, yet that 20 
per cent is a very high duty on what is substantially a raw material. 
| should like to test the sense of the Senate on it. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The question is on the amendment 
of the Senator from Massachusetts [Mr. HoAR] to the amendment of 
the Senator from New York [Mr. MILLER]. 

Mr. DAVIS, of West Virginia. May I ask the Senator from New 
York what his amendment is? 

Mr. MILLER, of New York. My amendment is to make the duty 
on extract of hemlock and other barks 20 per cent., what it now is. 
The committee have left it out of the bill, and I propose to put it in. 

Mr. DAVIS, of West Virginia. 1 do not find it in the bill. 

Mr. MILLER, of New York. No, it is not in the bill; it was an 
oversight of the committee, and I propose to put it in at the present 
rate of duty, not increasing or lowering it. 

Mr. DAWES. My colleague proposes, instead of putting it at 20 per 
cent. to put it at 10 per cent., and the chief argument against my col- 
league’s amendment is a misapprehension of the Senator from New York 
as to the residence of somebody who makes extract of hemlock bark. 
I think if my friend from New York could be correctly informed on that, 
there would not be any objection to my colleague’s amendment. 

Mr. MILLER, of New York. It would not make any difference if 
they lived in New York or in any otherState. It does not matter where 
they reside; they are simply American capitalists who have invested 
their money in Canada and who come here now and ask us to take off the 
duty. 

Mr. HOAR. They say that a memorial to this effect has been pre- 
sented, signed by the leading tanners of the country. 

Mr. CONGER. ‘There are only fourteen. 

Mr. MILLER, of New York. I have not heard of any such memorial 
being presented to the Senate; it has never appeared here. 

Mr. VANCE, As this seems to be the first monopoly in the United 
States that has asked for a reduction of duties I think it ought to be 
encouraged. I shall vote for the amendment of the Senator from Mas- 
sachusetts. 

Mr. MILLER, of New York. I am surprised at the language of the 
Senator from North Carolina. A few days ago, after he had been labor- 
ing most strenuously to reduce the duty upon soft-soap, there was a mo- 
tion made here to put a duty of 20 per cent. upon extract of sumac, 
which is largely and chiefly produced in his own State, and I did not 
hear the Senator rise to object to a duty of 20 per cent., or any duty at 
all, upon sumac. 

Mr. VANCE. The reason why the Senator did not hear from the 
Senator from North Carolina was simply because the Senator from North 
Carolina said nothing. 

Mr. MILLER, of New York. I supposed he did not say anything. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Thequestion is on the amendment of 


, the Senator from Massachusetts [Mr. HoAR] to the amendment of the 


Senator from New York [Mr. MILLER]. 

The amendment to the amendment was rejected—ayes 17, noes not 
counted, 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The question recurs on the amend- 
ment of the Senator from New York [Mr. Mm..LEr]. 











| 


Mr. BUTLER. I should be very much obliged if some Senator would 
inform the Senate how much revenue is received from the 20 per cent. 
ad valorem levied now. 

Mr. BECK. Eighteen thousand dollars. 

Mr. MILLER, of New York. I do not know how much revenue is 
derived, but I know in regard to the manufacture that when business 
is dull in Canada in tanning then the extract is thrown into this coun- 
try in large quantities; and when it is not so then it does not come here 
to interfere with us at all. I think the industry is entitled to a pro- 
tection of at least 20 per cent., which is certainly not a prohibitory 
duty and not an excessive duty. The industry has been built up under 
this rate of duty and it needs this in order that it may continue. 

Mr. BUTLER. I should like to ask the Senator if in his opinion 10 
per cent. ad valorem would raise a larger or a less amount of revenue? 

Mr. MILLER, of New York. It would raise a much less amount, 
because the document presented by the Senator from Massachusetts 
shows that five-sevenths of all the extract made in Canada is made by 
manufacturers living in the United States, and that they bring it in. 
They will bring it in anyhow, whether the duty is 10 per cent. or 20 per 
cent. They have been doing so. If you reduce it to 10 per cent. you 
get 10 per cent less; if you put it on the free list you get 20 per cent. 
less, or whatever the value may be. Undoubtedly the revenue will be 
larger or smaller, as the rate may be, and if you have no duty at all it 
will be 20 per cent. less. If you want a duty for revenue, leave it 
where it is, because it will come in anyhow. The manufacturers live 
here. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The question is on agreeing to the 
amendment of the Senator from New York [Mr. MILLER]. 

The amendment was agreed to. 

The next items were agreed to, as follows: 

Glucose, or grape sugar, 20 per cent. ad valorem. 
Indigo, extracts of, and carmined, 10 per cent. ad valorem. 

The next item was to insert, as line 200: 

Iodine, resublimed, 40 cents per pound. 


Mr. VANCE. That rate is almost prohibitory. That duty on iodine 
I move to strike out, and to make it 10 per cent. ad valorem. I want 
to read the testimony of a very intelligent gentleman connected with 
the manufacture of chemicals who, by special invitation of the commis- 
sion, appeared before it. Mr. Henry Bower, of Philadelphia, appeared 
before the commission at Long Branch, and after having given his 
opinion upon the various matters connected with the manutacture of 
chemicals went on to say: 

Branching off into another direction, we would then inquire as to what is 
necessary to produce goods cheaply. We should be able to produce them in as 
large a quantity as possible. We have shown in our industry that by the heavy 
duties placed on some of those goods under the war tariff, by the inculcation of 
their manufacture here, from the skill of our people, and by obtaining the home 
market we have been able to produce cheaper than in England, and, indeed, we 
are exporting large quantities of goods to England to-day. 

You may say,then, what do you want with those duties? Well, we do not 
want them, but at the same time it would not be wise to disturb them. 

That is the evidence of one of the most intelligent men connected 
with this branch of manufactures before the Tariff Commission. HH 
they themselves do not want the duties, and if they are able to make 
better and cheaper goods than are made abroad, and if they are able to 
export large amounts of their goods to England as they say they are 
now doing, then I want to know, in the name of common sense, what 
is the use of keeping up the tariff on these goods so high as to amount 
to a prohibition ? 

Mr. MORRILL. Of course if we are to consume any amount of time 
on these inconsiderable items we can never reach the end of the bill. 
This article is resublimed iodine. Iodine is made from kelp or sea- 
weed and also from oxide of magnesia. This is a reduction of the pres- 
ent rate of duty from 75 cents a pound down to 40 cents. I think it 
would be well for the Senate to leave it atthat rate. It is a very small 
rate of duty on the cost of the article, and I think we might well pass 
along without consuming time upon so inconsiderable a matter. 

Mr. VANCE. The Senator from Vermont and I differ on one very 
important matter. He is for saving time, and I am for trying to save 
the people’s money. We are twitted all the time about the consump- 
tion of time, and a bill here that is to raise from $225,000,000 to 
$250,000,000 on importations, and about $750,000,000 more on domes- 
tic products—I do not know, but perhaps a thousand million dollars 
at the lowest calculation—must be hurried through and must not be 
discussed; we must save time. I am opposed to any such idea in ref- 
erence to the discussion of a great question like this. I intend to con- 
sume all the time that I can when I think that the consumption of time 
will throw any possible light upon the subject under discussion, and I 
am more chary of the people’s money than I am of Congressmen’s time. 

Mr. MORRILL. The Senator from North Carolina read an article 
that did not relate at all to this matter. All that was imported of this 
article last year was fifteen pounds. I do consider it too insignificant 
for the Senate to consume any time about. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The question is on the amendment 
of the Senator from North Carolina, which is, in line 200, after the 
word ‘‘resublimed,”’ to strike out ‘‘40 cents per pound’’ and to insert 
‘**10 per cent. ad valorem;’’ so as to read: 

Iodine, resublimed, 10 per cent. ad valorem. 
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The amendment 
noes 24. 

The item was agreed to. 

The following items were agreed to: 

Licorice, paste or roll, 7} cents per pound ; licorice juice, 3 cents per pound 

Oil of bay-leaves, essential, or bay rum essence or oil, $2.50 per pound 

Oil, croton, 50 cents per pound. 

The next item was read, as follows: 

Oil, flaxseed or linseed, 25 cents per gallon, seven and one-half pounds weight 
to be estimated as a gallon. 

Mr. GARLAND. I wish to offeran amendment to line 208. I sup- 
pose it was an omission of the committee, probably, in not inserting it. 
{ move, following immediately after line 208, to insert: 

Cotton-seed oil, 25 cents per gallon. 

Mr. MORRILL. The Senator from Arkansas is right, but I suggest 
that after the word ‘‘linseed,’’ in line 206, he insert ** and cotton-seed 
oil,’’ so as to have it all in one paragraph. 

Mr. GARLAND. That will be in the same connection. 
objection to that. 

Mr. MORRILL. 
tion to it. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The amendment will be reported. 

The ACTING SECRETARY. In line 206 after the word ** linseed,”’ it 
is proposed to insert ‘‘ and cotton-seed oil,’’ so as to read: 

Oil, flaxseed or linseed, and cotton-seed oil, 25 cents per gallon 

The amendment was agreed to. 

The item as amended was agreed to. 

The following items were read and agreed to: 

Hemp-seed oil and rape-seed oil, 10 cents per gallon. 

Soda and potassa, tartrate, or rochelle salt, 3 cents per pound 

Strychnia, or strychnine, and all salts thereof, 50 cents per ounce 

Tartars, partly refined, including lees crystals, 4 cents per pound 

Alumina, alum, patent alum, alum substitute, sulphate of alumina, and alumi- 
nous cake, and alum in crystals or ground, 50 cents per hundred pounds 

Ammonia, anhydrous, liquefied by pressure, 20 per cent. ad valorem 

Ammonia aqua, or water of ammonia, 20 per cent. ad valorem. 

Ammonia, muriate of, or sal-ammoniac, 10 per cent. ad valorem 

Ammonia, carbonate of, 20 per cent. ad valorem. 

Ammonia, sulphate of, 20 per cent. ad valorem. 


All imitations of natural mineral-waters and all artificial mineral-waters, 30 
per cent. ad valorem. 


ras rejected, there being on a division—ayes 19, 


I have no 


That was an omission, and I see no sort of objec- 


Line 229 was read, as follows: 

Asbestos, manufactured, 20 per cent. ad valorem 

Mr. DAWES. I move to insert ‘‘five’’ atter the word **twenty,”’ 
so as to make the duty 25 per cent. ad valorem. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The question is on the amendment 
of the Senator from Massachusetts [Mr. DAWeEs]. 

Mr. DAWES. I will by permission of the Senate state what that 
is, and I have no doubt the committee will see the propriety of the 
amendment. Twenty-five per cent is the present tariff duty upon this 
article. Under the present tariff only a small amount has been imported, 
$500 worth, I think. 

Mr. MORRILL. Five hundred and four dollars’ worth. 

Mr. DAWES. Five hundred and four dollars’ worth was imported. 
Asbestos is a new manufacture which has sprung up since the last tariff 
act almost entirely. It is a manufacture out of a fibrous stone which 
is imperishable in the fire and is largely used wherever material of fire- 
proof construction of any kind is made. It has been lately introduced 
by the arts into use for fire-proof thread and fire-proof cloth and tire- 
proof material, board, pasteboard I do not know but that it may properly 
be called, and is used to line houses. 
and that stone is found in Canada and in all of the Southern States of 
this Union, more largely in the State of Georgia than anywhere else. 
It is not found in any of the Northern States. 

The only question is whether we shall use the asbestos made of the 
stone in Canada or the asbestos made of the stone in the United States. 
The difference is just this: The asbestos in Canada is made into the fine 
articles by workmen who work at 80 cents a day; in the United States 
the same character of workmen get a dollar and a half a day. 
the difference, and that is why, unless we have a tariff which will make 
up just that difference, the asbestos of the United States will sleep for 
all time to come in the ground where it is. Itis the case which has just 
been decided, the case of hemlock bark, only more so. The Senate has 


decided to keep the duty upon the extract of hemlock bark where it is | 


in the old tariff forthe reason that the hemlock trees can be utilized in 
this country. 
here, but the asbestos does not need to be preserved; it will preserve 


itself. The Senate have decided to keep the tariff upon hemlock bark 
precisely as the existing law. I hope they will do the same with this 
article. I hope they will be consistent in so voting. 


The PRESIDING OFFICER. The question is on the amendment 
of the Senator from Massachusetts [Mr. Dawes}. 

The amendment was agreed to. 

Mr. COCKRELL. I desire to reserve action on lines 227 and 222, re- 
lating to mineral waters, for a few moments. I was called out while 
that item was passed upon, and I will call it up again. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Is there objection’ 
none, and it is so agreed 


It ismade of astone, as I have said, | 


That is | 


I thought that the hemlock trees had better be preserved | 


The Chair hears 


| Mr. LAPHAM. [have anamendment which I want to offer to those 

lines. 
} ThePRESIDING OFFICER. The amendment may be offered at that 
| time. The Senator from Missouri asks to reserve action upon that item 
| in view of proposing some amendment to it. 

Mr. LAPHAM. In the hurry in which it was read and acted upon 
I had not time to prepare my amendment. 

Mr. COCKRELL 
had been passed upon. 

Mr. ALLISON. I hope it will be understood that we shall go back 
to it. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. By general consent that is agreed 
upon. 

The following items were agreed to 


Thad just come to my seat, and found that it 


Raryta, sulphate of, or barytes, unmanufactured, lO per cent. ad valorem 
Baryta, sulphate of, or barytes, manufactured, 20 per cent 
Refined borax, 3 cents per pound 

Cement, Roman, Portland, and all others, 20 per cent. ad valorem 


ad valorem 


Lines 237 to 240, inclusive, were read, as follows 
| Whiting and Paris white, dry, 20 per cent. ad valorem 
per pound 

Putty, 1 cent per pound 

Mr. ALDRICH. I move toamend by inserting after the word **oil,’” 
in line 232, the words *‘ or putty,’’ and by striking out °° 1) cents’ and 
inserting **1 cent,’’ and then striking out line 240, which reads, 
‘putty, Ll cent per pound.” Whiting ground in oil, or putty, is the 
same thing. 

Mr. VANCE. I should like to inquire for information of the chair 
man of the committee, if he will be kind enough to give me his atten 
tion, why it is that the method of imposing this duty is changed in 
this same sentence from ad valorem to specific? Whiting and Paris 
white are 20 per cent. ad valorem, and ground in oil 1) cents per 
pound. 

Mr. ALDRICH. If the chairman of the commitice will allow me I 
will reply that it is because this preparation is ground in linseed oil, 
on which the duty is fixed at 25 cents a gallon. 

Mr. VANCE. Then it would be a reason perhaps for making the 
duty greater; but why should the form of levying the duty be changed ? 
Why not have both ad valorem or both specific? I can not see any 
reason why that is done unless it is to deceive somebody. The simple 
Way, it seems to me, would be to make them both specific or both ad 
valorem; but the change from one foot to the other in one sentence, it 
seems to me, has a suspicious look I move to make both ad valorem 
and both 20 per cent 

The PRESIDING OFFICER rhe Senator from North Carolina will 
state his amendment so that the Secretary may note it 

Mr. VANCE. In line 238 I move to strike out ‘'1! 
and to insert ** 20 per cent, ad yvalorem.”’ 

Mr. ALDRICH.  Tsuggest that L have an amendment pending whieh 
[ offered before the Senator from North Carolina made his motion to 
amend. It will be necessary to dispose of my amendment tirst, I suppose 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Chair supposes that the amend 
ment of the Senator from North Carolina is in order under the rule we 
ure proceeding upon 

Mr. MORRILL proposition of the Senator 
from Rhode Island is to reduce the duty on this article when ground in 
| oil from 14 cents, as it is in the bill, to L cent per pound, and so long as 
| we puta specific duty upon linseed oil, that is none too much 


xround in oil, 1) cepts 





cents per pound "' 


I would say that the 


Twenty 
per cent. ad valorem upon whiting and Paris white arises from a dis 
position in which the Committee on Finance concurs with the Tariff 
Commission to group as many articles as possible into one schedule 
Whiting isa material ofa little lower value than Paris white, and there 
fore they are put at an ad valorem rate instead of a specific 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The question is on the amendment 
of the Senator from North Carolina to the amendment of the Senator 
from Rhode Island. 

Mr. ALDRICH. I did not understand that the Senator from North 
| Carolina offered his amendment as an amendment to mine but that he 
offered it as an amendment to the original text 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Chair supposes that it is an 
amendment to the amendment of the Senator trom Rhode Island 

Mr. VANCE. If the amendment of the Senator from Rhode Island 
} Should be adepted, I suppose my amendment would not be in order. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The amendment of the Senator from 
North Carolina is in order, under the agreement that the committee 
amendments shall be treated as the text of the bill. Therefore it is 

only an amendment in the second degree, and it is in order 
| Mr. ALDRICH I submit that it is certainly in order as an amend 
offered as an amendment to the 


ment to my amendment, but if ib ts 
ken first on my amendment, 





original text the question should be take 
which has precedence in point of time. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Chair regards it a 
ment to the amendment of the Senator from Rhode Island 
tion is on agrecing to the amendment to the amendment 

The amendment to the amendment was rejected 


‘) no aT | 


an amend 
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The PRESIDING OFFICER. The question recurs on the amend- | and had levied whatever duty they saw proper upon the consumer 


ment proposed by the Senator from Rhode Island, which will be read. 


throughout the world. Their price was 37 cents a pound prior to the 


The ACTING Seckerary. It is proposed to amend the clause so as | establishment of the manufactory in Baltimore. 


to read: 

Whiting and Paris white, dry, 20 percent. ad valorem; ground in oil or nvtty, 
I cent per pound, 

The amendment was agreed to. 

The following items were read and agreed to: 

Prepared chalk, precipitated chalk, French chalk, red chalk, and all other 
chalk preparations which are not specially enumerated or provided for in this 
net, 20 per cent, ad valorem, 

Chromic acid, LS per cent, ad valorem. 

Chromate of potash, 3 cents per pound. 

Line 247 was read, as follows: 

Bichromate of potash, 3 cents per pound. 

Mr. GORMAN. In line 247, after the word *‘three,’’ I move to in- 
sert ‘‘and one-half,’’ so as to read: 

Bichromate of potash, 3) cents per pound. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The question is on agreeing to the 
amendment of the Senator from Maryland [Mr. GoRMAN]. 

Mr. GORMAN. Mr. President, of this article of bichromate of pot- 
ash there are only two manufactories to any considerable extent which 
make it, one in Scotland and the other in Baltimore. They control the 
markets of the world. It is used principally as a mordant in dyeing 
eotton goods and some classes ot woolen manufactures. 

Mr. BECK. And paints. 

Mr. GORMAN. Paints to some extent, but principally it is an arti- 
ele used for dyes. 

Under the tariff of 1846, which was purely a revenue tariff (known 
as the Walker tariff), the duty on this article was 20 per cent. ad valo- 
rem, equivalent to7 cents a pound. It was afterward, in 1856, reduced 
to 15 per cent. ad valorem, equal to about 6 cents a pound. In 1861 
the ad valorem duty was converted into a specific duty of 3 cents a 
pound. Afterward, in 1875, it was increased to 4 cents a pound. 

The Tariff Commission, in considering the proper duty to levy on 
this article, reported that it ought to be retained at 4 cents a pound; 
that otherwise the article could not be manufactured in this country, 
owing to the scarcity of the ore, in competition with the Scotch manu- 
facture. The ores originally were found in Maryland and Pennsylva- 
nia, close to this manufacturing establishment, but now they are brought 
almost exclusively from California, at a cost of from $25 to $30 a ton. 

It is represented by those who are engaged in the manufacture and 
the commission to examine the question thatif a lower duty is imposed 
it will in effect give the Scotch manufacturing establishment the ex- 
elusive control of this article throughout the country. When they had 
it the cost to the consumer in this country was 37 cents a pound, whereas 
ander the present tariff it is 15 cents. 

Therefore it is in the interest not only of the manufacturer of this 
article and the owners of the few ore beds which are found in this 
country, but it is in the interest of the consumer in securing a cheap 
article. For that reason I offer the amendment. 

Mr. BECK. Before the Senator from Maryland closes his remarks I 
desire to read an article found in the New York Times, which may be alla 
slander, but I should like to hear whether it is true or not. It reads 
thus: 

Another industrial chemical, which has a very extensive use in various tech- 
nical operations,isan article made only by asingle very wealthy firm of Baltimore. 
Thisarticle is bichromate of potash, Most readers will remember that this article 
was the subject of special legislation a few zoe ago as a poor, suffering Mary- 
land industry, languishing through insufficient protection. Itat that time only 
received 2 cents per pound or $5 specific duty = ton, but through the efforts of 
ony Senator, who believed in free trade for everything but bichromate of 
potash, the duty was promptly raised to$90perton, Ninety dollars aton specific 
duty on such an article as bichromate of potash, which enters into consumption 
among the calico-printing and other branches of textiles to the extent of thou- 
sands of tons yearly from thissingle factory! The factory in Baltimore reaping 
this harvest of millions from the textile industry isa pregnant cause of the ruling 
desire for free chemicals, for it exacts an enormous price here for this article, 
this firm using the American market asa pocket bonanza, as the Scotch manu- 
facturers, by special agreement, do not send their products here. 

A few years ago the foreign makers shipped a large amount, hoping to reap a 
harvest from the great difference in the price between the selling price of the 
bichromate here and the price at which it could be laid down in New York. 
When this occurred the price was immediately dropped to a somewhat reason- 
able basis, and a shipment of five hundred casks per month to the Edinburgh 
market soon brought the Scotch manufacturers to their senses and gave them 
sharp notice that this market belonged to the Baltimore monopolists. As but 
one firm produces this article in the United States, and it has shown its ability 
to undersell the foreign producers in their own markets, we think it quite time 
that the article so much used "* the textile industry and known as bichromate 
of potash should be placed on the 25 per cent. schedule, if not indeed at a lower 
rate, instead of the $00 per ton specific duty, which is nothing more nor less than 
sheer robbery. 

I do not know the truth of that statement, but it is rather a striking 
one if it is true. 

Mr. GORMAN, My attention has never been called to that article, 





} 
| 





bat I have no doubt it was written by some paid agent of this Scotch | 
manuiicturing concern in Glasgow. There is not a single fact to bear | 
out the statement contained in the article. It is well known to every 

gentleman who has examined this question that until the mines were 
discovered in Maryland and Pennsylvania, about fifty years ago, this | 
Scotch house had bought every mine in Europe where this ore is found, | 





When they began, thestatesmen then in Congress, inmaking a revenue 
tariff just toall, recognized that it was absolutely necessary to protect this 
interest, and in framing that tariff an ad valorem duty was placed upon 
bichromate of potash equal, as I have stated, to 7 cents a pound. It 
continued until 1856, when there wasa general reduction of 5 percent., 
bringing it down to 15 per cent. ad valorem. From that day to this, 
as I am informed, the Scotch firm have endeavored to make an arrange- 
ment with the American house to fix the price of bichromate of potash 


| throughout the world, which the American house has constantly re- 
_ fused to do, and the result has been that the price of the article has 


been reduced from 37 cents to 15 cents a pound to the consumer. 

Itis true thata few yearsago, when the Scotch house attempted to make 
this arrangement again, the American house again declined the proffer to 
make a monopoly of it, and the Scotch house then at a loss shipped bi- 
chromate of potash to this country and sold it for a less amount than 
it could be made in this country. To retaliate, the Baltimore house 


| sent its bichromate to Europe, and sold it there at a less price than it 


could possibly make it, and sold it in the European market. The man- 
ufacture now goes on with fair competition, and I think there is no 
complaint on the part of consumers as to the price. But if the duty is 
reduced, as is proposed, in opposition to the recommendation of the com 

mission who have examined this question, the only tendency will be to 
drive the American article out of the market. 

The American works are located in Baltimore. There has been a 
large amount of money invested in the plant ; so large an amount, and 
with so small a quantity of ore to be found in thiscountry, that capital 
ists, even with the present tariff, are afraid to adventure in more works 
of this sort. If you reduce the tariff and drive the Baltimore enter- 
prise out of the market you will leave it exclusively for the house in 
Glasgow to lay whatever tribute they please wpon the balance of the 
world. 

Mr. VANCE. 1 think there has been some complaint in regard to 
the price of this article. I ask the Secretary to read a cireular which 
has been sent to me from the Textile Colorist in relation to this matter 

The Acting Secretary read as follows : 


[From the Textile Colorist of March, 1882.) 


THE MANUFACTURE OF BICHROMATE OF POTASH AND ITS USE IN THE UNITPD 
STATES. 


The immense yy of bichromate of potash, not only in dyeing and 
Ete. but also in other branches of industry, as well as its comparatively 

igh price, attracted the attention of the consumers of this article, and the ques- 
tion has been presented if it might be ible to lower the price by manufactur- 
ing it in our own country and not, as is at present done, to import large quanti- 
ties from Europe. 

We consume in the United States over 10,000,000 pounds of bichromate of potash 
annually, One-third of this isimported from Scotland and two-thirds are manu- 
factured in this country by only one single firm, who have had the monopoly in 
this country for nearly three generations. 

We are no friends of free trade, but neither are we friends to monopoly, and, 
generally, monopolies are r injury to the manufacturing interests of a 
country than free trade. The duty for the importation of bichromate of potash 
since 1874 is 4 cents per pound ; before that = it was only 3cents. The price 
varied since 1845 from 12 cents to 29 cents. The agers were, from 1875 to 1880, 
as follows: In 1875, 1,416,000 pounds, at 17.44 cents; in 1876, 1,666,000 pounds, at 15 
cents; in 1877, 2,470,000 pounds, at 12.92 cents; in 1878, 1,930,000 pounds, at 12.19 
cents; in 1879, 2,624,408 pounds, at 13.27 cents; in 1880, 3,505,740 pounds, at — cents. 

The present market value is 15} to 16 cents, which is much higher than what 
it ean be produced for in this country, even allowing a very good profit to the 
manufacturers. 

The cost of manufacture, including production and transportation to the fac- 
tory, wages, apparatus, &c., also the interest on capital invested, can not be more 
than 7 to 8 cents per pound for a well-established concern, and allowing a fair 
profit 10 cents should be the price of the manufactured article, and no more. 

The mines from which at present the chrome-iron ore is taken are all under 
the control of the single firm alluded to, but there are certainly other mines in 
this vast country where this ore can be found, which, however, have not so far 
been worked; but should these be put into operation, there would be no doubt 
that a considerable reduction of the price of bichromate of potash would be the 
result, which would prove a great blessing to our dyeing and other establish- 
ments, 

As regards dyeing, we are behind the European countries, not only in quality 
but also in consideration of the price; and this is principally the case where such 
kinds of mordants or colors are produced as are in the hands of monopolists, 
and where the duty on raw material is too high. We believe in heavy taxation 
of manufactured goods, but raw material should be either very lightly taxed or 
not at all, so that our manufacturers may at least see a chance for competing 
with imported goods. Insuch case, however, we have to be careful in notallow- 
ing sin Ae parties to procure the range ty d of certain articles, which would be 
very often worse than anything else, and in which case a heavy duty would not 
protect the manufacturing interest, but the monopolists only. ’ 

There are mines in California where the original researches for silver were 
made, and after a considerable quantity had been taken out it was found that 
they contained not silver enough to pay expenses; but the reports of analysts 
showed that the ore so far produced wasa very fair specimen of chrome-iron ore, 
and, in fact, better than any other ore of this kind from which bichromate of 
potash had everbeen produced. Several specimens ofthis ore have been analyzed 
and showed the following results: 
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The first two samples were tested in Washington, No. 3 in Glasgow, Scotland, | 
and the fourth in New York. Several analyses have also been made of other 
chrome-iron ore from which bichromate of potash is manufactured, and showed 
the following result: i 

‘re from Baltimore, 45 per cent. sesquioxide of chromium. 

Ore from Norway, 40 per cent. sesquioxide of chromium. 

Ore from France, 37 per cent. sesquioxide of chromium. 

Ore from France, 51 per cent. sesquioxide of chromium. 

Ore from France, 54 per cent. sesquioxide of chromium. 

Ore from Asia Minor, 53 per cent. sesquioxide of chromium. 

Ore from Hungary, 31 per cent. sesquioxide of chromium, 

Ore from Ural Russia, 49.5 per cent. sesquioxide of chromium. 

These tests show that the California ore is better than any of the above men 
tioned, and would certainly produce a very good article, and also give promise 
of good profits. 

These California mines are at present the only ones which are known to con- 
tain valuable chrome ore, besides those from which bichromate of potash is manu- 
factured; but there is no doubt that there are a great many more places where this 
valuable ore could be found and be profitably worked. Thisisa good chance for 
capitalists, who would not only benefit themselves by realizing good profits out 
of such an enterprise, but also a large number of consumers, all of Whom know 
well that they pay too high for a product which they must use largely in their 
works, and to whom a reduction of price would be very welcome. 

Mr. VANCE. It will be seen from that statement that the effect of 
a very heavy duty heretofore has not been to beat down the price by 
competition; no other factories in the United States have been started ex- 
cept that one, and therefore Tee no reason why it should not come down 
if we intend to aid the manufacturers by reducing the price of raw 
materials instead of imposing a high protective duty. 

Mr. GORMAN. What paper is that from ? 

Mr. VANCE. It is a paper called the Textile Colorist. 

Mr. BUTLER. Before the Senator from Maryland takes his seat, I 
should be glad if he would inform the Senate, if he can, in that connec- 
tion, what would be the effect of a reduction to 3 cents a pound upon 
the revenue, for I am very frank to say that in casting my vote T shall 
be governed largely by the amount of revenue any tax will realize. If 
the effect of reducing the duty from 4 to 3 cents a pound would be to 
increase the revenue derived from it, I should be very much inclined to 
favor it. 

Mr. GORMAN. I will say to the Senator from South Carolina that 
the facts prove conclusively that the duty of 4 cents a pound on bichro- 
mate of potash has been beneficial. As has been stated, the consump- 
tion in this country is about 10,000,000 pounds. Two million four 
hundred thousand pounds were imported from Scotland, and the reve- 
nue on it during last year, according to the statement of imported mer- 
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ening this article, that this duty ought to be kept up at least to the 3! 
cents a pound proposed by the amendment. I, in taet, think that th: 
present duty of 4 cents a pound ought to be maintained. That rate was 


} recommended by the Tariff Commission after the investigation which 
| 1t gave to this question. 


It is argued, however, that this legislation is in the interest of a Bal 
timore monopoly. Such, in the proper sense of the word, is not the 
fact. It is true that th ‘ two establishments for the man 
ufacture of bichromate in the United States, one in the city of Bal 
timore, which has long existed, and the other in the city of Philadel 
phia, which has only been in « afew years. But that taet 
argues strongly kept at least at 34 
pound. : 

The fact that. although there ha 
manufacturing this article tors 


re are but 


> 


istenee tor > 


n favor of this duty being eents 2 


heen a Baltimore establishment 
thirty-tive or forty years, no other 
manufacturing establishment but one has undertaken to produce the 
same article indicates to my mind very clearly that there is no very 
great profit in its manutacture, and that the millions of dollars of prot 
its, of which the Senator from Rhode Island spoke, are but a figment 
of his imagination Phe manufacturers of this article in this eountry 
as I have been informed and believe, have derived 


rie 


ino CXCECSSIVE protits 

from their venture, but on the other hand the manufacture of bichro 

mate in Baltimore has been of great advantage to the p ople of thi 
country. 

There is in Glasgow, Scotland, one establishment that is capable of 


manufacturing all the bichromate whith can be used inthe world. It 
managers have so conducted their business as to erush out all the small 
establishments in Europe, or, rather, to make them subordinate to it 
compelling them to regulate their prices by those it chose to establish 
They have attempted to compel the Baltimore manufacturers to clo th: 
same thing. They have demanded of them that they should only man 
ufacture to a limited amount inorder that the priceof thisarticle might 


be enhanced under the threat that if they did not yield to this demand 


| their establishment would crush them out of existence; and when thi 


chandise furnished by the Bureau of Statistics, was $97,995, that being | 


the greatest amount which has ever been received in any one year since 
we have levieda duty upon this articie. Therefore the duty as it exists 
to-day at 4 cents per pound is not prohibitory. 

Mr. BUTLER. ‘Then I understand the Senator to state that the re- 
duction of the import duty to 3 cents a pound would have tlre effect of 
reducing the amount of revenue derived from that business? 

Mr. GORMAN. It would not only reduce the revenue, in my opin- 
ion, but destroy the manufacture. 

Mr. BUTLER. My idea is that the first consideration is how we 
shall raise the largest amount of revenue. 
any sum which would realize that object. 

Mr. GORMAN. 
factory. 

Mr. ALDRICH. 
tween the Senator from Maryland and the Senator from South Caro- 
lina; but I must confess my very great surprise that the Senator from 
Maryland, who has, I believe, invariably voted for the greatest reduc- 
tions upon all articles, manufactured or unmanufactured, should now 
seek to increase the duty upon an article of such universal consumption 
as bichromate of potash. 

Mr. GORMAN. The Senator from Rhode Island does not intend to 
do me injustice 

Mr. ALDRICH. 

Mr. GORMAN. 


I am informed that 3} cents a pound will be satis- 





Certainly not. 

He says I have voted for all reductions, without 
Mr. ALDRICH. Not without regard 
Mr. GORMAN. Without regard to other considerations 

not a correct representation of my course. 

Mr. ALDRICH. I will leave that to the record. 
show whether he has so voted or not. 

This article is used in large quantities by every calico printer, every 
woolen manufacturer, every dyer, and every manufacturer of paper, and 
it is proposed to increase the duty on this article of almost universal 
consumption, for the benefit of a single concern in the city of Baltimore, 
who have already made a very large sum of money from the manufuct- 
ure of bichromate of potash. This is a plain and simple flict stated in 
a few words. 

The duty instead of being increased should be decreased, and I shall 
watch with some curiosity the votes of gentlemen on the other side to 
see whether they are willing to pick out this article and increase the 
daty upon it when they are striving in every way to reduce the duties 
on all other articles on the list. 

Mr. GROOME. I was not in when this discussion began, and hence 
am a little embarrassed in attempting to participate in it. 

It isin the interest, I think, of this country, and with a view to cheap 





Chat is 


The reeord will 





Baltimore house refused to accede to the demand of the great Glasgow 
establishment and set it at defiance, it sent its manufactured articles 
into this country at an absolute loss to itself in the attempt to force thy 
Baltimore house to abandon its business, and thus enable it to secur 
absolute control of the market and greatly advance the price of bichro 
mate. 

The Baltimore house determined to fight the great Scottish establish 
ment with its own weapons, and sent bichromate, of Baltimore manu 
facture, to Europe to compete with that manutactured by the Glasgow 
establishment at a loss of $40,000 to the Baltimore house in a singh 
year. The effect of this article being manufactured in this country i 
that its price has been greatly reduced, and it stands to-day at about 
15) cents a pound, when at the time the Baltimore menutictory wa 


| established its price was from 37 to 40 cents a pound 


Therefore I should vote for | 


I have not been able to hear all the colloquy be- | 


So, then, I say that the existence of this Baltimore house has had the 
effect of greatly cheapening this article in this country, and it is in the 
interest of all the various branches of business that require this bichro 
mate to aid in their coloring and other processes that this duty should 
be kept up to such a rate as to enable this house successt 
with this vast Scottish monopoly, 
existence, and I do not think that 
cents per pound. 

Mr. SHERMAN 


illy to compete 
which otherwise will crush it out ot 
the rate ought to be lower than 34 
Mr. President, Iam disposed to treat these various 
industries started in this country by one uniform rule. It is very 
tain that not many years ago, within ni recollection, the pric ot thi 
article, bichromate of potash, was over 50 cents a pound. By the con 
petition of this firm, none of whom | know, it has been reduced to 11 
cents a pound. 
Mr. ALDRICH 


I Suppose the Senator would like to be correct It 

is worth 16 cents in this country. 
Mr. SHERMAN. Iknowthat. | am talking of the foreign valua 
tion, on which all our duties are imposed You must not talk about 
home valuation when we wish to reduce the duties. The tables before 


us show that the present market value of these goods in the foreign 
market is 11 cents a pound. Under this duty of 4 cents a pound, over 
2,000,000 pounds of bichromate of potash is 
try. 

Mr. GROOME. Two millions four hundred and { 
and some hundreds of pounds. 

Mr. SHERMAN. So that this 
means. On the other hand ther 
rival establishments, one in Glasg 
valorem rate of duty at 4 cents a pound 
not much more than the ; 
tallic substances, pre b ibly 

The Tariff Commission, to who 
deal of weight, have proposed to 
a pound, because the large 
the duty is simply an 
tion. I do not kno 
if 2,460,000 pounds ; 


4 > hw , 
ory OV any 


introduced into this coun 


nine thousand 


is not prohibitory duty by any 
competition between two 

in Baltimore, and the ad 
is only 37 per cent., which is 


iss of duties impose don mm 


is a Close 
ow andoi 
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verage of the el 


not so high as the average rate of duty. 
opinion Tam disposed to give a 
leave the duty stand as it is at 
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As we must make a reduction all around by a fair rule, if this inter- 
est is satisfied with a reduction to 3} cents per pound, I think it is but 
fair to agree to it. It is not sufficient for the Senator from Rhode 
Island to tell us that this article enters into various branches of manu- 
fuctures. Soit is with pig-iron and so it is with many other articles that 
we maintain a fair protective duty on, and IT am willing to apply to this 
article the same rule as toany other. If the rate is reduced to 3} cents 
a pound instead of 4, it brings down the ad valorem rate to about 30 
or 32 per cent. It seems to me that as this Baltimore firm is now man- 
fully, and at some sacrifice at times, struggling to maintain this indus- 
try, we ought not to strike at it because the article is of universal use. 

I shall therefore vote with the Senator from Maryland for 34 cents a 
pound, which I think is about fair. The Finance Committee reduced 
it to 3 cents, against the advice of the Tariff! Commission which left it 
at 4 cents, but at 35 it will be a reduction of half a cent a pound, which 
is equivalent to a reduction of from 12 to 15 per cent. 

Mr. WINDOM. In accordance with notice previously given I move 
that the Senate proceed to the consideration of executive business. 

Mr. SHERMAN. Let us have a vote on this. 

Mr. ALLISON. Let us finish bichromate of potash. 

Mr. WINDOM. I withdraw the motion if a vote can be taken. 

Mr. FRYE. Then I desire to say a word about bichromate of potash. 
I was once on a free-trade Democratic Committee of Ways and Means, 
and bichromate of potash came up for consideration. We had a full 
hearing. I hate to do anything against my distinguished friend from 
Maryland, for whom | have a profound admiration; but justice to truth 
compels me to say that we voted unanimously to put bichromate on the 
tree-list, and it would have been put on the free-list and would have 
staid there if a Democratic free-trade lawyer, a former member of Con- 
gress, had not come over from Maryland and spent two or three days. 
Then I discovered all of a sudden that a motion was made by a Demo- 
erat on the Ways and Means Committee to restore bichromate of pot- 
ash; and it was restored by a vote of the Democrats. 

Now I want tomakea few suggestions. First, if there is but one man 
in Seotland who makes bichromate, and one’man in America who makes 
it, and he is Tyson, it does not make any difference what tariff you put 
on bichromate of potash; Tyson and the Scotchman put their heads to- 
gether every time, and there is not the slightest danger on earth of 
your getting bichromate of potash down in price whether you put the 
duty at 5 cents, 10 cents, or 3 cents. The suggestion was made to us 
and there was evidence—in justice to Mr. Tyson, I will say that he 
contradicted it—that whenever there was an attempt to put bichromate 
down then the two monopolists of the world came together, and it did 
not go down but it went up. 

Another suggestion was made. 
fornia, Who pwns them now’? 
difficulty, you"see, 
‘Tyson goes and buys that mine. You may find a mine anywhere in the 
United States, Tyson goes and buys it. 


Mines have been discovered in Cali- 
Does not Mr. Tyson? There is the 


in Maryland will control the market. 

Mr. MILLER, of New York. Will the Senator allow me to ask a 
question. The statement has been made here on both sides of the Cham- 
ber that this was a struggling industry and that no money had been 
made out of it? Does the Senator pretend to say the owner of this 
tuctory can buy up any mine that may be discovered anywhere in the 
United States? 

Mr. FRYE. Itisastragglingindustry between Scotland and America. 
it has been struggling for supremacy for a long while. 

Mr. SHERMAN. The price has gone down. 

Mr. FRYE. I know the price has gone down. 
keep it up. 
went the price. It would have gone down further and further if it had 
not been for Mr. Tyson, who went and bought the mine, and that stopped 
it. Should you discover a mine anywhere in America to-day, I am 
convinced from the evidence before the Ways and Means Committee 
that the Scotchman and Tyson would soon own it. In my judgment 
it does not make any difference whether you put it at 3cents or 3}. I 
would put it on the free-list where the Ways and Means Committee 
put it, just where it ought to be. 

Mr. COCKRELL. Why not put it on the free-list, I ask the Senator? 

Mr. FRYE. That is where | would put it if I had my way. 

Mr. ALDRICH. 1 want to say a word in answer to the ingenious 


defense just made by the Senator from Ohio of this struggling industry. | 


He says he wants to treat this article the same as he has everything 
else. Sodol. We propose to reduce the duty on it 25 per cent., which 
is about the average, as he said himself, of the whole bill as reported by 
the Finance Committee. IT say it is not any more than the average of 
the reduction recommended by the Finance Committee and by the Tariff 
Commission. 

Mr. SHERMAN. I beg to remark that I did not say that this tariff 
bill proposed to reduce the duties all around 25 per cent. 

Mr. ALDRICH. On an average. 

Mr. SHERMAN. Notonan average, because that is not true. The 
Senator from Vermont [Mr. MorrtL.], who made the only computa- 
tion on this subject that has been made, placed the aggregate of reduc- 


You discover a‘mine in California; immediately | 


Now, the man in Scotland is in | 
the same interest that Tyson is, and the man in Scotland and the man | 


ah . | 
They did not dare 
The moment a mine was discovered in California down | 





tion proposed by the bill at $45,000,000, which is far less than 25 per 
cent. 

Mr. ALDRICH. I say the bill does reduce on an average 25 per 
cent., at least on the industries with which I am familiar, and it is sus- 
ceptible of proof. The Tariff Commission state that the average reduc- 

ion recommended by them is from 20 to 25 per cent. Now, we pro- 





} ti 
| pose to reduce the duty on this article just 25 per cent., leaving it, 
| according to the statement made by the Senator from Ohio, at 30 per 
| cent., or 32 per cent. ad valorem, I think he said. Now, what rate 
have we fixed on other dyes? We have fixed a rate of 10 per cent. on 
a large portion. We have made a special exception in behalf of sumac, 
which was fixed at 20 per cent. We have also made another special 
exception in behalf of certain barks. It is now proposed in behalf of 
this ‘‘struggling’’ monopoly, controlled by parties said to be worth 
several millions of dollars, to increase the duty from 32 per cent., as 
| recommended by the committee, to about 40 per cent., as proposed by 
the Senator from Maryland. 

Mr. WINDOM. It is evident that this debate will run for some time 
Therefore I renew my motion that the Senate proceed to the considera- 
| tion of executive business. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The question is on the amendment of 
the Senator from Maryland [Mr. GorMAN]}. 

Mr. MORRILL. One word. Having had a personal acquaintance 
with the firm alluded to here for at least forty years, I know them well, 
and the idea that they are worth several million dollars is not correct. 
I think that they have a very considerable property and are engaged in 
a great many enterprises; and I want to say that they are among the 
most beneficent of the Quaker families there are in this country. They 
_ have spent a great many thousand dollars in States where they have 
| never received a single dollar in the way of dividends, and it is a mis- 
take of the Senator from Maine to say that the California mine is owned 
by,these parties. I do not know but that they may have some interest 
in it. 

Mr. FRYE. The Senator from Maryland admitted it to be true. 

Mr. MORRILL. Ido not know but that they may have some in- 
terest there; but there is another party who has mines out there, for 
the chrome ore there is very abundant; and one man has now already 
expended several thousand dollars in the purchase of machinery and 
is about to establish a manufactory of bichromate of potash in California. 
| lunderstand from these gentlemen—and they are as truthful gentle 
| men as we can have before us—that it has been a véry close business 
| even with 4 cents per pound duty, and they say if it should be reduced 
to 33 cents they will try to get along, but at 3 cents it would be utter 
| discouragement. 

Mr. WINDOM. 
motion. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Can the question be taken on the 
amendment of the Senator from Maryland? 

Mr. INGALLS. Mr. President, from what I have heard my impres- 
sion is that this article ought to go on the free-list, and I therefore move 
to strike out line 247, with the purpose of having the article inserted in 
a proper place on the free-list. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Chair had recognized the Sena- 
tor from Minnesota on his motion to go into executive session. Dees 
the Senator yield? 

Mr. WINDOM. No: | insist on the motion. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Senator from Minnesota moves 
that the Senate proceed to the consideration of executive business. 

Mr. MORRILL. I ask for the yeas and nays. 

The yeas and nays were ordered; and being taken, resulted—yeas 46, 
nays 16; as follows: 


If the question can be taken I will not press my 








YEAS—6 

| Allison, Rdmunds Jackson, Ransom, 
Barrow, Farley, Johnston, Saulsbury 
Beck, Garland, Jonas, Sewell, 
Brown, George, Kellogg, Slater. 
Butler, Gorman, Lamar, Vance, 

} Call, Groome, Lapham, Vest, 
Cameron of Wis., Grover, MeDill, Voorhees, 
Chilcott, Hampton, MeMillan, Walker, 
Cockrell, Harrison, Maxey, Williams, 

| Coke, Hawiey, Miller of Cal.., Windom 

| Davis of Lil., Hill, Pendleton, 

| Davisof W. Va.. Ingalls. Pugh, 

NAYS—16. 
Aldrich. Conger, Hoar, Plumb, 

| Anthony, Dawes, Miller of N. Y.., Rollins, 

| Blair, Frye, Morrill, Sawyer, 

| Cameron of Pa.. Hale, Platt Sherman. 

ABSENT—l1. 

| Bayard, ILarris, McPherson, Saunders, 

| Camden Jones of Florida, Mahone, Van Wyck. 

| Fair, Jones of Nevada, Mitchell, 

Ferry, Logan, Morgan. 


So the motion was agreed to; and the Senate proceeded to the consid- 
eration of executive business. After 2 hours and 45 minutes spent in 
executive session the doors were reopened, and (at 6 o’clock and 36 
minutes p. m.) the Senate adjourned. 
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HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
MonDAY, January 15, 1883. 


The House met at 11 o’clock a. m. 
F. D, POWER. ; 
The Journal of proceedings of Saturday last was read and approved. | 
SWEARING IN OF A MEMBER. 


Mr. FORNEY. L[risetoaquestion of privilege. Mr. Joseph Wheeler, 
elected a Representative in the Forty-seventh Congress from the Eighth 
Congressional District of Alabama, to fill vacancy caused by the death 
of Mr. William M. Lowe, is present, and I ask that he be sworn in. 

The SPEAKER. The Chairwill state that this certificate of the Gov- 
ernor of the State of Alabama has been examined by the Clerk of the 
House and by the Chair, and unless it is required to be read, or objec- | 
tion is made, Mr. Wheeler will be sworn in. 

There was no objection, and Mr. WHEELER presented himself in front | 
of the Speaker’s desk and was duly qualified by taking the oath pre- 
scribed by section 1757 of the Revised Statutes. 

TheSPEAKER. The credential will be printed in the Recorp, as | 
asual. 

There was no objection. It is as follows: 

In the name and by the authority of the State of Alabama, IE. A. O'Neal, gov- 
-ernor of the said State, to allto whom these presents shall come, sends greeting 

From the returns made to the office of the Secretary of State, in pursuance 
of the law, it appears that Joseph Wheeler has been elected a Representative in 
the Forty-seventh Congress of the United States, from the eighth congressional 
district of Alabama, to fill vacancy caused by the death of Hon. William M. 
Lowe. 

{ do therefore, by virtue of the power and authority in me vested, hereby | 
commission the said Joseph Wheeler as a Representative in the Forty-seventh 
Congress aforesaid, for and during the time prescribed by the law regulating 
the same. 

In witness whereof I have hereunto set my hand and cause the great seal of | 
the State to be affixed at Montgomery this llth day January, in the year of our 
Lord 1883, and in the one hundred and seventh year of American Independence. 

EK. A. O'NEAL, 


Governor of Alabama. 


Prayer by the Chaplain, Rev. 


By the governor 
ELLIS PHELAN, 


Secretary of State. 


HENRY 0’MAHONY. 


Mr. ROBINSON, of New York. I ask by unanimous consent to pre- 
sent the memorial of Henry O’ Mahony, one of the American citizens re- 
cently imprisoned in Great Britain, and ask that it be printed in the , 
RecorD, and referred to the Committee on Foreign Affairs 

The SPEAKER. Is there objection ? 

Mr. JOYCE. Yes; I object. 

Mr. ROBINSON, of New York. 

Mr. JOYCE. I object. 

Mr. ROBINSON, of New York. 
see it comes from that quarter. 


Who objects ? 


You objected before. 


Iam glad to 


NATIONAL TEMPERANCE SOCIETY. 

Mr. WHITE, by unanimous consent, presented the following memo- 
rial; which was ordered to be printed in the RECORD, and referred to 
the Committee on Ways and Means: 


New York, January 13, 1883 
To the United States Senate and House of Representatives : 

The board of managers of the national temperance society respectfully and 
earnestly protest against the passage of any measure tending to stimulate whisky | 
production in the interest of whisky speculators, such as the pending “ bonded 
whisky extension bill,” and they pray for such legislation only by Congress as 
shall stringently restrict and ultimately suppress the whisky traffic, which they 
believe to be highly inimical to the nation’s welfare. 

WILLIAM E. DODGE, President 


J. H. Stearns, Corresponding Secretary. 
HEIRS AT LAW OF WILLIAM R. DOWNING, DECEASED. 

Mr. WARD. I move by unanimous consent to take from the Speak- 
er’s table the bill (S. 1340) for the relief of the heirs at law of William 
R. Downing, deceased, in order that it may be put on its passage with 
an amendment proposed by the House Committee on War Claims 

Mr. BERRY. Let the bill be read subject to objection. 

The bill was read, as follows: 

That the proper accounting officers of the Treasury be, and they are hereby, au- 
thorized to audit and adjust the accountsof William R. Downing, deceased, late 
acaptain and assistant quartermaster of United States volunteers, and are hereby 
authorized and directed to credit said William R. Downing, deceased, late a cap- 
tain and assistant quartermaster of United States volunteers, such amount, not 
exceeding $10,000, that may be shown he is justly entitled to of Government funds | 
received by him from Major R. E, Clarey, chief quartermaster of the mountain 
department, on July 3, 1862, and paid out by him on the same day to H. W. Gwin- 
ner, collecting agent of the Pennsylvania Railroad Company, for transportation, 
the proper vouchers for said payment having been lost or destroyed. 


There was no objection, and the bill was taken from the Speaker's 
table and read a first and second time. 

Mr. WARD. I move the following amendment, recommended by 
the House Committee on War Claims. 

The Clerk read as follows: 

Strike out these words : 

That may be shown he is justly entitled to of Government funds received by 
him from Major R. E. Clarey, chief quartermaster of the mountain department, 
on July 3, 1862, and paid out by him on the same day to H. W. Gwinner, col- | 

ing agent of the Pennsylvania Railroad Company, for transportation, the 
proper vouchers for said payment having been lost or destroyed.”’ 


1195 


RECORD—HOUSE. 


And in lieu thereof insert the following 

*‘ As may be shown he is justly entitled to in the settlement of his accounts as 
assistant quartermaster of the United States, although the proper vouehers of 
the items of credit are not produced, if evidence is furnished that the said items 
in equity and justice ought to be credited 


The amendment was agreed to, and the bill as amended was ordered 
to a third reading; and it was accordingly read the third time, and 
passed. 

Mr. WARD moved to reconsider the vote by which the bill was passed 
and also moved that the motion to reconsider be laid on the table 


The latter motion was agreed to : 
WILLIAM H. DAVIS 


Mr. BERRY. I move that the Committee of the Whole House be 
discharged from the further consideration of the bill (H. R. 3222) for 
the relief of William H. Davis 

Mr. HISCOCK. I object 

MARY A. LEI 

Mr. LACEY. I move, by unanimous consent, that the Committee of 

the Whole House be discharged from the iurther consideration of the 


| bill (H. R. 3335) for the relief of Mary A. Lee 


The bill was read subject to objection 
Mr. HISCOCK. 
Mr. PAGE. 


I ask for the reading of the report in that ea 
I object to it. | Cries of ** Regular order ' 


FITZ-JOHN PORTER 

Mr. BRAGG. I move to take from the Speaker's table the bill (S 
1844) for the relief of Fitz-John Porter 

Mr. DAWES. 1 object. [ Cries of ** Regular order! 


AMSTERDAM EXHIBITION 


Mr. CANDLER I move that the Committee of the Whole House 
be discharged from the further consideration of joint resolution (3. R 
52) authorizing the Government of the United States to accept the in 


| vitation of the Government of the Netherlands to take part in a general 


colonial and export-trade exhibition to be held in Amsterdam in the 
year 1883. 
Mr. BRAGG. ] object 
Mr. COX, of New York I demand the rv gular order 
CALL OF STATES 
The SPEAKER. The regular order is the call of States and ‘Terri- 


tories for the introduction of bills and joint resolutions and resolutions 
of inquiry for printing and reference; also, under this eall concurrent 
resolutions and memorials of State and 
order for reference 

Mr. COX, of New York. 1! withdraw my 
order of business in favor of my colleague [M1 

The SPEAKER. The call for the 
made by several members 


‘Territorial Legislatures are in 
demand for th 
BELMONT | 
regular order of business has been 


reoular 


JAMES 1 LAWLER 
Mr. WHEELER introduced a bill (HL R. 7246) for the 
kK. Lawler; which was read a first and second time, re 
mittee on Pensions, and ordered to be printed 
MASONIC LODGE, FLORENCE, ALABAMA 
Mr. WHEELER alsointroduced a bill (H. R. 7247) for the relief of the 
Masonic lodge at Florence, Alabama: which was read a first and second 


relief of James 
ferred to the Com 


time, referred to the Committee on War Claims. and ordered to be 
printed. 
WILLIAM A. MILAM 
Mr. WHEELER also introduced a bill (H. R. 7248) for the relief of 


William H. Milam: which was read a first 


and second time, referred 
to the Committee on War Claims 


, and ordered to be printed 


JAMES M. KIRK 
Mr. WHEELER also introduced a bill (HL. R. 7249) granting « pen 
sion to James M. Kirk: which was read a first and second time, referred 


to the Committee on Pensions, and ordered to be printed 
HENRY A. F. WORTIH 
Mr. WHEELER also introduced a bill (Hf. R. 7250) for tl 


ry) he relief ot 


Henry A. F. Worth; which was read a first and second time, referred 
to the Committee on Invalid Pensions, and ordered to be printed 
JURISDICTION OF CIRCUIT COURTS, UNITED STATES 
Mr. HERBERT introduced a bill (HL. R. 7251) toamend an act entitled 


t courts of the United 
irom State courts, and for 


“An act to determine the jurisdiction of cirent 
States, and to regulate the removal of ca 


other purposes: which was read a first ul second time, referred to 
the Committee on the Judiciary, and ordered to be printed 
VOLUNTARY RETIREMENT OF ARMY OFFICERS 


re) Dae) | 
‘ 


Mr. PAGE introduced a bill (H.R. 7252) providing for the voluntary 
retirement of the officers of the United States Army; which was read a 


| first and second time, referred to the Committee on Military Affairs, and 
| ordered to be printed. 


PENINA HUNT 


Mr. ROSECRANS introduced a bill (H 
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Penina Hunt; which was read a first and second time, referred to the 
Committee on Pensions, and ordered to be printed. 
DELIA G., WEBBER AND OTHERS. 

Mr. ROSECKANS also introduced a bill (IH. R. 725 
Delia G. Webber, L. H. Naron, and others; which was read a first and 
second time, referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions, and ordered 
to be printed. 

rENTS FOR GRAND ARMY THE REPUBLIC, 

Mr. BELFORD introduced a bill (H. R. 7255) to authorize the Sec- 
retary of War to loan tents to the Grand Army of the Republic, Denver, 
Colorado: which was read a first and second time, referred to the Com- 
mittee on Military Affairs, and ordered to be printed. 


OF 


\MENDMENT REVISED STATUTES. 

Mr. BELFORD also introduced a bill (IL. R. 7256) to amend section 
&24 of the Revised Statutes; which was read a first and second time, 
referred to the Committee on the Judiciary, and ordered to be printed. 

UNION METALLIC CARTRIDGE COMPANY. 

Mr. MILES introduced a bill (11. R. 7257) for the relief of the Union 
Metallic Cartridge Company; which was read a first and second time, 
referred to the Committee on Patents, and ordered to be printed. 

NATIONAL CEMETERY, MARIETTA, GEORGIA. 

Mr. CLEMENTS introduced a bill (IT. R. 7258) making an appro- 
priation to build a road from the city of Marietta, Georgia, to the na- 
tional cemetery near that city; which was read a tirst and second time, 
referred to the Committee on Military Aflairs, and ordered to be printed. 

UNITED STATES GAS AND FUEL COMPANY. 

Mr. CALKINS (by request) introduced a bill (H. R. 7259) to incor- 
porate the United States Gas and Fuel Company, and for other pur- 
poses; which was read a first and second time, referred to the Commit- 
tee on the District of Columbia, and ordered to be printed. 


JONATHAN M’LAUGHLIN. 
Mr. DE MOTTE introduced a bill (I. R. 


~~ 


7260) granting a pension to 


Jonathan McLaughlin; which was read a firstand second time, referred | 


to the Committee on Invalid Pensions, and ordered to be printed. 


AUSTIN B. LYNCH. 
Mr. RYAN introduced a bill (H. R. 7261) granting a pension to Aus- 


tin B. Lynch; which was read a first and second time, referred to the 
Committee on Invalid Pensions, and ordered to be printed. 


WILLIAM G. RAYMOND. 
Mr. RYAN also (by request) introduced a bill (H. R. 7262) for the re- 


lief of William G. Raymond; which was read a first and second time, | 


referred to the Committee on War Claims, and ordered to be printed. 
MILITARY TELEGRAPH LINES. 
Mr. ANDERSON submitted the following resolution of inquiry ; which 
was read and referred to the Committee on the Post-Office and Post 
Roads: 


Resolved, That the Secretary of War be hereby requested to inform the Houve 
of Representatives what telegraph lines have been built under his direction by 


the Army of the United States, what Giapesiiinn, if any, has been made of the | 


same, and upon what terms, with maps s 


10Wing all such lines and the lines now 
in use by the Army. 


ESTHER GEARHEART. 


Mr. WHITE introduced a bill (H. R. 7263) permitting Mrs. Esther 


Gearheart to present for adjudication her claim against the United 
States Government in the Court of Claims; which was read a first and 
second time, referred to the Committee on War Claims, and ordered to 
be printed. 
BONDED PERIOD FOR DISTILLED SPIRITS. 

Mr. WHITE. 
to the desk. 

The Clerk read as follows: 


T also submit the resolution of inquiry which I send 


Whereas it is reported that a thoroughly organized lobby rushed the bonded 


extension bill for distilled spirits Uhrough the House of Representatives on April 
3, I882, under a suspension of the rules, without debate and without a yea-and- 
nay vote; and 


Whereas the Secretary of the Treasury subsequently condemned said bill in 
a letter as follows: 


And whereas said bill (IT. R. 5656) has been amended by the Senate and now 
lies upon the Speaker's table, as follows : 

Mr. WHITE. Just at that point I want the Reading Clerk to get 
the bill from the Speaker's table and read it. 

The SPEAKER. It would not be in order to read the bill under 
this eall. 

rhe Clerk continued the reading of the resolution, as follows: 

Therefore, 

Resolved, ‘That the Secretary of the Treasury be, and he hereby is, requested to 
report to this House in writing his views asto what effect epee of said bill 
as amended by the Senate will have upon the collection of internal revenue 
from distilled spirits, 
_ Mr. WHITE. The Senate amendment is on the table. 
it be inserted in the resolution. 
less the Clerk reads it 


I ask that 
It is impossible for me to get at it un- 
I have got what I think is the Senate amend- 
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7254) for the relief of 
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| ment as it appears in the RecorD; but that I may make no mistake | 
ask that the bill on the Speaker's table be read. 
The SPEAKER. This is not up for consideration. It is simply for 
reference and the question is whether it is a resolution of inquiry at all 
/or not. It merely asks for an expression ot opinion. 
| Mr. ROBINSON, of Massachusetts. I object to taking the bill fu 
any purpose from the Speaker’s table just now. 

The SPEAKER. Itis impossible to do it under thiscall. The gen- 
tleman from Kentucky [Mr. WHITE] had better withdraw his resolu- 
tion and put it in the shape of calling upon the Department for a report 
as to the effect of such legislation. The resolution in its present form 
is merely as to a matter of opinion. 

Mr. WHITE. I think the Speaker if he will read the close of the 
resolution read will see his objection is not good. 

The SPEAKER. The resolution has been read. It may be referred 
| to the Committee on Ways and Means if the gentleman desires. Ther 
is where it belongs. 

Mr. WHITE. I rise to ask a question for information. Do I under 
stand that because the Clerk omitted to read the Secretary’s letter and 
the amendment they will not therefore be printed? If so, I shall insist 
on my right to have my resolution of inquiry read. 

The SPEAKER. The resolution will be referred to the Committee 
on Ways and Means; it belongs there. The reading will not cause the 
printing on this call. 

The resolution was referred to the Committee on Ways and Means. 

IRA HALL, 
| Mr. CANNON (by request) introduced a bill (11. R. 7264) for the re 
| lief of Ira Hall; which was read a first and second time, referred to the 
, Committee on Military Affairs, and ordered to be printed. 
HANNAH FE. ROUGHTON. 

Mr. CANNON also (by request) introduced a bill (H. R. 7265) for the 
relief of Hannah E. Roughton; which was read a first and second time, 
_ referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions, and ordered to be printed 
| AMENDMENT OF RULE XXIV. 

Mr. OSCAR TURNER submitted the following resolution; which 
was referred to the Committee on Rules: 


Resolved, That Rule XXIV be amended by adding thereto the following : 

, “When a public bill or resolution or proposition shall have been referred to a 
| standing or select committee of the House forthirty days and no report has been 
| 


made thereon, it shall be in order for the member who introduced said bill, 
resolution, or proposition, on any Monday immediately after the expiration of 
the morning hour, to offer a resolution or move to place said bill, resolution, or 
proposition on the proper Calendar, which resolution shall then be considered 
| and disposed of either by final action on the bill, resolution, or proposition, or 
by placing the same upon the ~~ Calendar, as the majority of the House may 
determine, and the committee 
same.” 


ischarged from further consideration of the 
ALEXANDER RITTER. 

Mr. CALDWELL introduced a bill (H. R. 7266) for the relief o1 
Alexander Ritter; which was read a first and second time, referred to 
| the Committee on Military Affairs, and ordered to be printed. 

CIVIL SERVICE. 

| Mr. GIBSON introduced a bill (H. R. 7267) to reform the civil serv- 
| ice; which was read a first and second time, referred to the Select Com- 
| mittee on Reform in the Civil Service, and ordered to be printed. 

| CONVENING OF FORTY-EIGHTH CONGRESS. 

Mr. GIBSON also introduced a bill (H. R. 7268) to convene the Forty- 
eighth Congress on the first Monday in March, 1883; which was read 
a first and second time, referred to the Committee on Ways and Means, 
and ordered to be printed. 

CHARLES H. DUDLEY. 

Mr. LADD introduced a bill (HH. R. 7269) granting a pension to Charles 
| H. Dudley; which was read a first and second time, referred to the Com:- 
| mittee on Invalid Pensions, and ordered to be printed. 

FEDERAL ELECTIONS. 

Mr. MORSE (by request) introduced a bill (H. R. 7270) concerning 
Federal elections; which was read a first and second time, referred to 
the Committee on the Judiciary, and ordered to be printed. 

8. HAMMOND AND E. RECTOR. 
, Mr. WILLITS (by request) introduced a joint resolution (H.R. 311) 
for the relief of Samuel Hammond and Elias Rector; which was read 
a first and second time, referred tothe Committee on the Public Lands. 
and ordered to be printed. 


J 


E. WARE. 
Mr. WEBBER introduced a bill (H. R. 7271) for the relief of F. 
_ Ware; which was read a first and second time, referred to the Commit- 
tee on Claims, and ordered to be printed. 
DONATION OF CONDEMNED CANNON. 

| Mr. SPAULDING introduced a bill (H. R. 7272) to donate four con- 
demned cast-iron cannon to the Phil McKernan Post, No. 53, Grand 
Army of the Republic, of Mason, Michigan; which was read a first 
and second time, referred to the Committee on Military Affairs, and 
ordered to be printed, 
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JOHN BANNISTER. 
Mr. BURROWS, of Michigan, introduced a bill (H. R. 7273) for the 


CONGRESSIONAL 


relief of John Bannister; which was read a first and second time, re- | 


ferred to the Committee on Military Affairs, and ordered to be printed. 
SEATS IN THE ITALL FOR MEMBERS OF THE 
Mr. MONEY submitted the following resolution: 


Resolved, That the Clerk of the House of Representatives be, and he is hereby, 
instructed, in preparing the Hall for the use of the next Congress, to remove all 
the desks now used by members, and to substitute benches or fixed chairs for the 
seats now used, 


The SPEAKER. This is not strictly in order under this call: it is 
not a resolution calling for executive information. 

Mr. MONEY. I do not ask to have it adopted at this time, but that 
it be referred to the Committee on the Rules, which are now investi- 
gatingthat subject. 

The resolution was accordingly referred to the Commitice on the Rules. 

W. H. H. GILLESPIE. 

Mr. BURROWS, of Missouri, introduced a bill (LL. 2. 727 

ing a pension to W. H. H. Gillespie, late of the First Missouri Cavalry, 


HOUSI 


1) grant- | 


Company I, now a resident of Harrison County, Missouri; which was | 


read a first and second time, referred to the Committee on Invalid Pen- 
sions, and ordered to be printed. 
CHARLES BULER. 

Mr. FORD introduced a bill (H. R. 7275) granting an increase of 
pension to Charles Buler; which was read a first and second time, re- 
jerred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions, and ordered to be printed. 

HENRY N. DEAVER. 


Mr. VALENTINE introduced a bill (H. R. 7276) for the relief of 


Henry N. Deaver; which was read a first and second time, referred to 
the Committee on Military Affairs, and ordered to be printed. 
SWAMP AND OVERFLOWED LANDs. y 
Mr. VALENTINE also introduced a bill (H. R. 7277) to extend the 
provisions of an act entitled ‘* An act to enable the State of Arkansas 
and other States to reclaim swamp lands within their limits,’’ and also 


of an act entitled ‘‘ An act for the relief of purchasers and locators of 


swamp and overflowed lands’ to Kansas, Nebraska, Colorado, Nevada, 
and for other purposes; which was read a first and second time, referred 
to the Committee on the Public Lands, and ordered to be printed. 

WASHINGTON’S HEADQUARTERS AT MORRISTOWN, NEW JERSEY. 

Mr. HILL introduced a joint resolution (H. R. 315) authorizing the 
Secretary of War to aid in defraying the expenses of the centennial cele- 
bration to be held at Washington’s Headquarters, Morristown, New 
Jersey, in the year 1884; which was read a first and second time, re- 
ferred to the Committee on Public Buildings and Grounds, and ordered 
to be printed. 

CYNTHIA SHAW. 

Mr. PRESCOTT introduced a bill (II. R. 7278) granting a pension to 
Cynthia Shaw; which was read a first and second time, referred to the 
Committee on Invalid Pensions, and ordered to be printed. 

BEDANT BEARD. 


Mr. PRESCOTT also, introduced a bill (H. R. 7279) for the relief of 


Bedant Beard; which was read a first and second time, referred to the 
Committee on Public Buildings and Grounds, and ordered to be printed. 
ANN BROOKS. 

Mr. PRESCOTT also introduced a bill (H. R. 7280) granting a pen- 
sion to Ann Brooks; which was read a first and second time, reterred to 
the Committee on Pensions, and ordered to be printed. 

JAMES H. CONANT. 

Mr. ROBINSON, of New York, introduced a bill (11. R. 7281) tor 
the relief of James H. Conant; which was read a first and second time, 
referred to the Committee on Claims, and ordered to be printed. 

SEPTIMA RANDOLPH MEIKLEHAM. 
Mr. ROBINSON, of New York, also introduced a bill (IL Rt. 7: 


. @ 


granting a pension to the sole surviving grandchild of the author of the 


Ins) 


referred to the Committee on Pensions, and ordered to be printed. 
WRECKS AND SEIZURES OF NAVAL VESSELS. 
Mr. COX, of New York, submitted the following resolution: 
Resolved, That the Secretary of the Navy be instructed to communicate to this 
House the number of disasters and wrecks to vessels belonging to the United 
States Government during the past ten years; and further, a list of the seizures by 
the revenue-marine service of United States vessels of war and of contraband 
goods smuggled on board the same during the past ten years. 
The question was on the reference of the resolution. 
Mr. COX, of New York. 
Committee on Naval Affairs. 
The SPEAKER. Should it not go to the Committee on Commerce? 
Mr. COX, of New York. I ask its reference to the Committee on 
Naval Affairs because a similar resolution was referred to that commit- 


tee, but applied to one year only. This is intended tosupplement that 
resolution. 


| and reducing the expense in cases of contested elections; which was read 
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The SPEAKER. The revenne marine does not belong to the Navy 
Department 

mr. COX. 
There is a pr 
Department, 
Naval Athairs 

The resolution was accordingly referred to the Committee on Naval 
Affairs. 


of New York. No; but to the Treasury Department 
position to transfer the-revenue-marine service to the Navy 


and this resolution | ask be referred to the Committee on 


GEORGE M 

Mr. BELMONT introduced a bill (11. R. 7283) granting a pension to 

George M. Hawkins; which was read a tirst and second time, referred 
to the Committee on Invalid Pensions, and ordered to be printed 


LAWKINS, 


WILLIAM B 
Mr. BELMONT also introduced a bill 
William B. Foster; 


FOSTER 


H. RR. 7 tor the relief of 
Which was read a first and second time, referred to 


Us | 


the Committee on Invalid Pensions, and ordered to be printed 


PROTECTION OF AMERICAN INDUSTRIES 


Mr. BELMONT also submitted the followine resolution: which was 
referred to the Committee on Ways and Means 


Resolved, That the Committee on Ways and Means are hereby instrueted to 
forthwith report to this House whether or not any class or classes of industries in 
the United States, infant or aged, and if so what class or classes, require aid and 
support from the Federal Government either in the form of customs duties levied 
on imported articles or in any other form of bounty, subsidy, charity, or dona 
tion; and also to report to this House what class or classes of industries. if any 
do not require such aid and support 

EXPENSES OF 


CONTESTED ELECTIONS 


Mr. COX, of North Carolina, introduced a bill (HL. Ro 7255) rewulating 


a tirst and second time, referred to the Committee on Kieections, 
ordered to be printed 


and 


NELLY ROBERTs 


Mr. ILUBBS (by request) introduced a bill (HL. BR. 7286) granting a 

pension to Nelly Roberts; which was read a first and second time, re 

ferred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions, and ordered to be printed 
DANIEL BREED 

Mr. NEAL introduced a bill (H. R. 7287) to confirm: a deed executed 

by the trustees of the public schools to Daniel Breed; which was read 


| a first and second time, referred to the Committee on the District ot 


Columbia, and ordered to be printed 


EDWARD F. VANCI 
Mr. NEAL also introduced a bill (If. R. 72s= ol 
F. Vance: which was read a first and second time. referred to t} 
mittee on Invalid Pensions, and ordered to be printed. 


Talward 


ic ( ol 


for rehet 


EXTRADITION FROM THE DISTRICT 


Mr. NEAL also introduced a bill (H.R. 7289) to confer upon the 
senior associate justice of the supreme court of the District of Colum 
bia, in the absence or inability of the chiet-justice of said court, the 
powers and duties now conferred upon said chief-justice relative to the 
extradition of fugitives from justice and second 


OF COLUMBLA 


I: 
: Which was read a first 


| time, referred to the Committee on the District of Columbia, and or 
| dered to be printed 
WILLIAM BOLWERIA 
Mr. SHULTZ (by request) introduced a bill (EL R. 7290) granting 


| 


printed 


a pension to William Bolwerk; which was read a first and second time, 


referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions, and ordered to be 


RE-ENLISTED VETERAN VOLUNTEER 
721 the 


was read a first and second time, 


Mr. MOREY 
re-enlisted vets 


introduced a bill (H.R. 
ran volunteers; which 


lon relief Of Certain 


| referred to the Committee on Military Affairs, and ordered to be printed 


ABOLITION OF NEWSPAPER 
Mr. GEDDES introduced a bill (H. 


POSTAG! 


Kt. 7292) providi that news 


} papers may besent through the mails free to actual subscribers; which 
Declaration of Independence; which was read a first and second time, | 


was read a first and second time, referred to the Committee on the 
| Post-Office and Post-Roads, and ordered to be printed 
WILLIAM H. CRUMP 
Mr. TOWNSEND. of Ohio, introduced a bill (ff. R. 7293) for the re 


I ask that the resolution be referred to the | 


| 


lief of William H. Crump; which was read a tirst and second time 
referred to the Select Committee to Audit Expenses of the Late Presi 
dent James A. Garfield’s IIness and Burial, and ordered to be printed 

1. 0 
t) introduced a bill (HL. R. 7294 
which wv 
on Military 


GOoOocH 

Mr. ATKINS (by 
lief of L. O. Gooch: 
to the Committee 


reques for the re 
as read « first and second time, referred 


\flairs, and ordered to be printed 
Likt 
Mr. GEORGE introduced a bill (HH. R. 7295) to carry 


into effect the recommendation of the board of admirals convened under 
the joint resolution approved February 5, 1579, in the case of Lieuten- 


TENANT-COMMANDER CIPTARLES D. SIGSBEE. 


by 


re juest 
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ant-Commander Charles D. Sigsbee, United States Navy; which was 
read a first and second time, referred to the Committee on Naval Affairs, 
and ordered to be printed. 

COMMANDER JAMES H. SANDS. 

Mr. GEORGE also (by request) introduced a bill (H. R. 7296) to 
carry into effect the recommendation of the board of admirals convened 
under the joint resolution approved February 5, 1879, in the case of 
Commander James Il. Sands, United States Navy; which was read a 
first and second time, referred to the Committee on Naval Affairs, and 
ordered to be printed. 

COMMANDER HENRY GLASS. 

Mr. GEORGE also (by request) introduced a bill (H. R. 7297) to carry 
into effect the recommendation of the board of admirals convened under 
the joint resolution approved February 5, 1879, in the case of Com- 
mander Henry Glass, United States Navy; which was read a first and 
second time, referred to the Committee on Naval Affairs, and ordered to 
be printed, 

CHILDREN OF ROBERT H. RAMSEY. 

Mr. SHALLENBERGER introduced a bill (H. R. 7298) granting a 
pension to Armand, William A., and James C. Ramsey; which was read a 
first and second time, referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions, 
and ordered to be printed. 

JACOB HICKS. 

Mr. WISE, of Pennsylvania, introduced a bill (H. R. 7299) granting 
a pension to Jacob Hicks; which was read a first and second time, re- 
ferred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions, and ordered to be printed. 

ISAAC PRATT. 

Mr. WISE, of Pennsylvania, also introduced a bill (H. R. 7300) grant- 
ing a pension to Isaac Pratt; which was read a first and second time, 
referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions, and ordered to be printed. 

DAVID N. HARRISON. 

Mr. PETTIBONE introduced a bill (IL. R. 7301) for the relief of 
David N. Harrison; which was read a first and second time, referred to 
the Committee on Claims, and ordered to be printed. 

PRECEDENCE OF GOVERNMENT SUITS. 

Mr. DIBRELL introduced a joint resolution (H. Res. 316) directing 
that all suits now or hereafter pending in the Supreme Court in which 
the United States is a party shall have precedence over all other suits; 
which was read a first and second time, referred to the Committee on 
the Judiciary, and ordered to be printed. 

JEREMIAH FRITTS. 

Mr. HOUK (by Mr. Moore) introduced a bill (H. R. 7302) for the 
relief of Jeremiah Fritts; which was read a first and second time, re- 
ferred to the Committee on Military Affairs, and ordered to be printed. 

JOHN J. LOW. 

Mr. WILSON introduced a bill (H. R. 7303) granting a pension to 
John J. Low; which was read a first and second time, referred to the 
Committee on Invalid Pensions, and ordered to be printed. 

JOHN R. HURLBURTP. 

Mr. HUMPHREY introduced a bill (H. R. 7304) granting a pension 
to John R. Hurlburt; which was read a first and second time, referred 
to the Committee on Invalid Pensions, and ordered to be printed. 

HIRAM 8. TOWN. 

Mr. GUENTHER introduced a bill (H. R. 7305) for the relief of 
Hiram 8. Town; which was read a first and second time, referred to 
the Committee on Claims, and ordered to be printed. 

FREDERICK WALES. 

Mr. POUND introduced a bill (H. R. 7306) for the relief of Fred- 
erick Wales; which was read a first and second time, referred to the 
Committee on Invalid Pensions, and ordered to be printed. 

LA ARIBAC LAND GRANT. 

Mr. OURY introduced a bill (H. R. 7307) to confirm the title to La 
Aribae land grant in the Territory of Arizona; which was read a first 
and second time, referred to the Committee on Private Land Claims, and 
ordered to be printed. 

ANTHONY JOSEPH AND PEDRO J. JARAMILLO. 

Mr. LUNA (by Mr. Lewis) introduced a bill (H. R. 7308) for the 
relief of Anthony Joseph and Pedro J. Jaramillo; which was read a 
first and second time, referred to the Committee on Claims, and or- 
dered to be printed. 

WERNER LENTZ. 

Mr. MORRISON introduced a bill (H. R. 7309) granting a pension to 
Werner Lentz; which was read a first and second time, referred to the 
Committee on Invalid Pensions, and ordered to be printed. 

DISTRICT POLICE FORCE. 

Mr. BARR submitted the following resolution; which was referred 

to the Committee on the District of Columbia: 


Resolved, That the commissioners for the District of Columbia report to the 
Speaker of the House without delay the and ber of men now on the 








police force; the various duties assigned to each man; and if said force has been 
reduced by di , Suspensions, or dismissals, give the names of the persons 
so dismissed or s' nded. Also the namesof all persons, if any, who have been 
appointed to serve in any capacity who were nothonorably discharged from the 
—— and Navy of the United States, according to section 559 of the Revised 
Statutes. 


IRA G. OMSBEE. 

Mr. SPAULDING introduced a bill (H. R. 7310) for the relief of Ira 
G. Omsbee; which was read a first and second time, referred to the 
Committee on Invalid Pensions, and ordered to be printed. 

RAILROAD TRANSPORTATION. 

Mr. DUNN introduced a joint resolution (H. Res. 317) providing for 
an investigation of the subject of railroad transportation in all of its 
relations to the agricultural, commercial, and industrial interests of the 
United States; which was read a first and second time, referred to the 
Committee on Commerce, and ordered to be printed. 

Mr. DUNN. [I ask that the resolution be printed in the Recorp. 

There was no objection, and it was ordered accordingly. The resolu- 
tion is as follows: 

Resolved by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United States in Congress 
assembled, That the Commissioner of Railroads be, and he is hereby, directed to 
consider and investigate the subject of railroad transportation in all of its rela- 


—_ to the agricultural, commercial, and industrial interests of the United 
tes. 

That he inquire generally into the conditions affecting commerce with foreign 
nations and among the States, the character and extent of discriminations made 
by railroad corporations, and the rates charged by them, whether exorbitant or 
—— rates are charged, and the sufficiency of facilities for traffic throughout 
the country. 

That he lavestignte and ascertain as near as may be the actual cost of the con- 
struction and equipment of the railroads in the United States (not including re- 
pairs or improvements), the amount of stocks issued by said railroad companies, 
the amount of such stocks that has been issued in excess of the actual cost of con- 
struction and equipment, and the rate and amount of dividends declared and 
paid upon such stocks. 

That he report generally the character and extent of existing evils and in what 
manner they may be remedied by legislation, with such recommendations as he 
may deem wise and expedient; and that he report the results of his investiga- 
tions to Congress not later than the Ist day of January, 1884. 

That said Commissioner shall have power to send for persons and papers, to 
administer oaths and examine witnesses, and may in the prosecution of his in- 
quiries visit such portions of the country as he may deem advisable. 

He shall have power to appoint and employ a clerk, stenographer, and mes- 
senger, who shall be paid such reasonable compensation as may be fixed by the 
Secretary of the Interior. 

That - y segmme seemed me pe i + atnel and peapeneite aes mers 
engaged in the performance of the duties hereby imposed, to be audited and pai 
by the Secretary of the Treasury out of any money in the 'Preasury not otherwise 


appropriated. 
LAND-GRANT RAILROADS. 

Mr. POUND. I ask, by unanimous consent, that a letter of the Sec- 
retary of the Interior, addressed to the chairman of the Committee on 
Public Lands, giving information concerning railroads that were not 
completed within the period fixed by law, be printed as one of the doc- 
uments of the House. 

There was no objection, and it was ordered accordingly. 

The SPEAKER. The call of States for the introduction of bills and 
joint resolutions is now concluded. 

ORDER OF BUSINESS. 

Mr. WHITE. I rise to a question of order. I introduced a resolu- 
tion directed to a head of a Department, a resolution of inquiry, and 
understand the Speaker to decide a part of the resolution could not be 
printed in the REcorD. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair did nothing of the kind. 

Mr. WHITE. The Reporter so understood the Speaker and so did 
I. I ask unanimous consent it shall appear in the RECORD to-morrow 
so that members may understand it when I call the matter up. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair stated it was not in order at that time 
under that call to ask for printing in the RecorpD. The resolution has 
been referred to the Committee on Ways and Means. The gentleman 
from Kentucky now asks unanimous consent to have his resolution, in- 
cluding the matters referred toin the resolution, printed in the REcorD 
to-morrow morning. Is there objection ? 

Mr. WILLIS. [| object. 

Mr. WHITE. I desire to know who objects. I believe under the 
rules the member who objects must rise in his place. 

Mr. WILLIS. The gentleman need not have any difficulty about 
that. I objected. 

Mr. WHITE. I only desire to know who it was objected. 

COUNTERFEITING FOREIGN SECURITIES. 


Mr. BELMONT. Mr. Speaker, I ask unanimous consent to take 
from the Speaker’s table Senate bill No. 1000 for present consideration. 
This bill is intended to supply an omission in the statutes to prevent. 
and punish the counterfeiting within the United States of notes, bonds, 
or securities of foreign governments. 

I think my friend from Maine, the chairman of the Judiciary Com- 
mittee, will corroborate my statement as to the importance of the im- 
mediate passage of this bill. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair is informed that it is not upon the 
Speaker’s table. 

Mr. BELMONT. Itisonthe HouseCalendar. Iask that it be taken 
from the Calendar for present consideration. 

Several MEMBERS. Regular order. 
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ORDER OF BUSINESS. 

TheSPEAKER. The regular order being demanded is in the nature 
of an objection, and cuts off the opportunity to recognize the gentle- 
man from New York. The regular order is the call of committees for 
motions to suspend the rules. 

Mr. PAGE. Regular order. 

The SPEAKER. 


lic Buildings and Grounds had been called and made a motion. The | 
next committee in order is the Committee on Pacific Railroads. The | 


Chair will state to the House that this being the third Monday of the 
month, on this day motions to suspend the rules are in order, the Chair 
being required to give precedence to motions from committees. 


BUSINESS FROM COMMITTEE ON PACIFIC RAILROADS. 

Mr. BUTTERWORTH. Iam directed by the Committee on Pacitic 
Railroads to submit the resolution which I send to the desk, and move 
to suspend the rules and pass the same. 

The Clerk read as follows: 

Resolved, That Wednesday, January 24, immediately after the morning hour, 
be set apart for the consideration of such bills as may be presented or indicated 
by the Committee on Pacific Railroads, this order not to interfere with general 
appropriation or revenue bills or existing special orders. 

Mr. THOMPSON, of Kentucky. 
tion. 

The SPEAKER. 
ered as ordered. 

Mr. THOMPSON, of Keniucky,.and Mr. COBB objected. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair will appoint tellers. 

Mr. BUTTERWORTH and Mr. THOMPSON of Kentucky were ap- 
pointed tellers. 

Mr. HOLMAN. Mr. Speaker, I desire to ask the gentleman from 
Ohio a question. This resolution was not distinctly heard, and I hope 
it will be read again, after which I would like to ask a question. 

The SPEAKER. Without objection the resolution will be again 
reported. 

The resolution was again read. 

Mr. HOLMAN. I trust that, by unanimous consent, the gentleman 
from Ohio will be permitted to explain what bills are referred to. 

Mr. BUTTERWORTH. I will doso; there are several of them. 
One is a bill bringing the roads which are not now included within the 
terms of what is known as the Thurman act under the provisions of 
that act; and also requiring the payment of money due to the Govern- 
ment for locating, selecting, and surveying lands for the Kansas Pacifie 
and other roads. 

Mr. HOLMAN. Is that all? 

Mr. BUTTERWORTH. No, sir. There is also a bill authorizing a 
consolidation of the Southern Pacific with other lines of roads between 
the tidal waters of the Pacific and the Gulf of Mexico or the Mississippi 
River. There are between these two points some eight different con- 
necting and continuous lines which this bill authorizes to consolidate 
as one continuous line. It prohibits the consolidation of any parallel 
or competing lines. 

Mr. HOLMAN. 
of these roads? 

Mr. BUTTERWORTH. I will say to my friend that it does not 
confer any grant or subsidy in any way, shape, or form, nor does it tend 
to imply or confirm any. On the contrary, the bill expressly provides 
that it shall not. Now, we only ask a day for the consideration of these 
bills in the House, and I hope this resolution will be agreed to. 

Mr. HOLMAN. Let me ask the gentleman from Ohio, does it re- 
vive the Texas Pacific land grant? 

Mr. BUTTERWORTH. It does not ; it expressly disclaims that. 

Mr. REAGAN. The bill I have before me would seem to imply 


I demand a second upon that mo- 


If there be no objection the second will be consid- 


Does it confer any additional privileges upon any 


otherwise. 
Mr. TOWNSHEND, of Illinois. Is that an amendment to the origi- 
nal bill? 


Mr. BUTTERWORTH. It is a proviso. 

Mr. REAGAN. I have the bill before me, and I dislike that state- 
ment to be made without answer. I can answer it from the bill itself. 

Mr. HAZELTON. It is a condition of the bill. 

Mr. BUTTERWORTH. And if it is not full enough | am perfectly 
willing to make it stronger if desired. : 

Mr. HOLMAN. Will you allow an amendment to the bill to declare 
that grant forfeited ? 

Mr. HAZELTON. 


It would not be germane. 
Mr. REAGAN. 


I desire to answer a suggestion of the gentleman 


from Ohio. 
Mr. WHITE. I demand the regular order. 
The SPEAKER. This debate is entirely out of order. The House 


will be in order. The regular order is the motion of the gentleman 
from Ohio to suspend the rules and pass the resolution just read. On 
that a second has been demanded by the gentleman from Ohio. The 
tellers will take their places. 
Mr. THOMPSON, of Kentucky. I want to ask unanimous consent 
to make a single inquiry of the gentleman from Ohio. 
The SPEAKER. The regular order has been demanded. 


At the close of the last call the Committee on Pub- | 
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Mr. THOMPSON, of Kentucky. I simply ask unanimous consent 
I want to know whether there are not other bills besides those to which 
the gentleman has referred to be brought up? 

Mr. BUTTERWORTH. I do not know 
brought up. 

Mr. HAZELTON. 
yet. 

Mr. THOMPSON, of Kentucky And my object in asking is that] 
object to giving this committee carte blanche to bring in any bills they 
| may choose under such an order 
Mr. BURROWS, of Michigan. 


| 


of any other bills to be 


They have not been reported from the committe 


i rise to a parhamentary inquiry 
I desire to inquire if this resolution shall prevail whether by its terms 
the committee will be entitled to one day only, or whether it will bea 
continuing order ? 

The SPEAKER. That is not a parliamentary inquiry, but a ques 
tion of fact to be determined by the resolution itself. 

Mr. BLAND. I wish to make a parliamentary inquiry, whether 
this motion will take these bills out of the Committee of the Whole ? 

The SPEAKER. Undoubtedly. 

Mr. BLAND. Then I hope it will not be adopted 

The House divided; and the tellers reported—ayes 100, noes 49 

Mr. KNOTT. I eall for the yeas and nays. 
| TheSPEAKER. The yeas and nayscan not be demanded on a mere 
seconding of a motion to suspend the rules 

Mr. THOMPS« N, of Kentucky. The count is not yet completed 
All have not passed through. 

The SPEAKER. <A quorum has voted 





Mr. THOMPSON, of Kentucky. I make the point that the Speaker 
can not suspend the voting. 
The SPEAKER. The Speaker does not suspend the voting. The 
members themselves suspend. There is no one now voting. 
The tellers reported three more votes in the negative. 
| TheSPEAKER. ‘The ‘‘ayes”’ are 100 and the *‘noes’’ are 52. The 
| ‘‘ayes’’ have it and the motion is seconded. 
Mr. THOMPSON, of Kentucky Have two-thirds voted in the 


affirmative? 

The SPEAKER. Two-thirds have not voted in the affirmative; but 
it does not require more than a majority to second. This vote is noton 
the adoption of the resolution. The motion to suspend the rules is see- 
onded. Debate is in order, if gentlemen desire, for fifteen minutes on 
each side. 

Mr. BUTTERWORTH. It has been suggested that the resolution 
should specify the bills to be considered. ‘That is perfectly satisfactory 
to the committee. [am willing to limit the resolution by inserting the 
titles of the two bills te which I have referred. My friend from Indiana 
[Mr. HoLMAN ] has spoken of some other bills, and my friend from Ken 
tucky [Mr. THOMPSON] has suggested that he did not desire to have 
other bills brought in except those designated. With the consent of the 
House I will amend the resolution so as to include these 

Mr. REAGAN. I shall object to that. [ desire to say the resolu 
tion is objectionable for the reason I shall proceed to state. 

Mr. BUTTERWORTH. I reserve my time. 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman from Ohio [Mr. RutreERwortu | 
asks unanimous consent to be allowed to modify the resolution so as to 
specify the two bills which he has indicated. 

Mr. REAGAN. I do object. 

Mr. HOLMAN. I think the proposition was not distinctly heard 

The SPEAKER. ‘The Chair will again state it. The gentleman 
from Ohio [Mr. BuTrERWORT!H] asks unanimous consent to be allowed 
to modify his resolution so as to name two bills which may be in order 
under the resolution, the titles of which he has indicated. 

Mr. HOLMAN. I hope that will be allowed 

The SPEAKER. Is there objection? 

Mr. CONVERSE. I object. 

Mr. MILLS. I want toask unanimous consent that when these bills 
are considered it shall be in order to offer any amendment that pre 
scribes the rate of transportation for interstate commerce 

Mr. SINGLETON, of Illinois. I object to that. 

The SPEAKER. Objection is made. The gentleman from Texas 
[Mr. REAGAN] is recognized in opposition to the resolution 

Mr. REAGAN. One of the bills I am not prepared to discuss. I 
| only know it has a feature in it to authorize the investment of a sink 
| ing fund in bondsof the corporation. Tothat lam unalterably opposed, 
and for that reason I shall vote against it 

The other bill is fora different purpose from what seems to be apparent 
| on its face. I will call attention to it so that the House will not mis- 
understand it. The bill reads: 





Is there objection ? 


That it shall be lawful for the Southern Pacitic Railroad Company (being the 
same corporation mentioned in section 23 of an act of Congressapproved March 
3, 1871, entitled “ An act to incorporate the Texas Pacific Railroad Company, 
and to aid in the construction of its road, and for other purposes,” and the same 
corporation mentioned in section 18 of an act of Congress approved July 27, 
1866, authorizing the construction of the Atlantic and Pacific Railroad) to con 
solidate and merge its corporate powers, franchises, and organization with any 
other company or companies, whether organized and existing under the laws 
of any State or Territory or under the lawsof the United States, for the purpose 
of forming a through line of railroad between the city and bay of San Fran 
ciseo, in California, and other ports of the Pacific Ocean, or on the navigable 
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tidal waters adjoining thereto, and such ports and places as may be selected on 
the Mississippi River or Gulf of Mexico, or the navigable tidal waters adjoining 
thereto. 

Now I call attention to what follows. After giving this general 
power to consolidate with all these companies without naming them, 
the bill says 





And it shall be lawful and competent forany one or more of such companiesto 
unite, merge, and consolidate their respective railroads, telegraph lines, — 
stock, rights, privileges, franchises, property, and debts with the said Southern 
Pacific Railroad Company, &c. 

Then, as explaining what that means, it will be found in the closing 
part of the first paragraph of the report which recommends this bill 
that this is said: 

It confers upon the Southern Pacific with reference to consolidation the powers 
and privileges conferred by the act before mentioned on the Texas and Pacific, 
«extending the line, however, to the Mississippi River. 

I understand that the report of the proper officer on the subject shows 
that the Texas and Pacific would have been entitled to about fifteen 
millions of acres of land—— 

Mr. PAYSON. Nineteen millions. 

Mr. REAGAN. And that the conditions have occurred which would 
enable the Government to forfeit the grant. But it must forfeit it by 
positive action, as 1 understand. 


Now, this consolidation simply means to transfer that fifteen millions | 


or nineteen millions of acres from the Texas and Pacific road which has 
not been built in New Mexico, Arizona, or California to the Southern 
Pacific, which has been built through California and those two Terri- 
tories; while it is professed, and the bill and the report go upon the idea 
that this is a consolidation for the purpose of putting the whole trans- 
portation there under one management that exists now by contracts be- 
tween thecompanies. I do not think that is the object of thebill. But 
it is said that the closing paragraph of the bill prohibits this. Let us 
see if it does. 

Mr. BUTTERWORTH. Let mesay tothe gentleman from Texas 

Mr. REAGAN. ‘The gentleman will please allow me to finish. The 
closing paragraph provides— 





That nothing in this act shall be so construed as to confirm orinany wise affect 
any grant of land to any railroad company. 

This is not the confirmation of a land grant, but it is the transfer of 
a grant by consolidation from one corporation to another; and while the 
language here might seem at first blush to prevent that, when it is 
analyzed it will be seen that it does not prevent the transfer by con- 
solidation of this large grant of land. 

I mention these things so that it may be seen what, it seems to me, 
is the real object of this bill. How much time, Mr. Speaker, have I 
left? 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman has seven minutes. 

Mr. REAGAN. I will reserve that for the present. 

Mr. BUTTERWORTH. I want to say to my honorable friend from 
rexas [Mr. REAGAN] that his apprehension that this is intended to 
transfer, or will have the result of transferring the land grant from the 
‘Texas Pacific to the Southern Pacific or to any other road is absolutely 
groundless, And I say further to him that if it is possible to so use the 
English language as to prevent such transfer, to absolutely and posi- 
tively negative such a proposition, we will accept that amendment now. 

This bill was prepared by the honorable gentleman from Arkansas 
{Mr. DuNN] with direct reference to preventing any confirmation of 


any land grant, or of securing to either one of these companies any ad- | 


vantages by reason of any grant heretofore made. That is the object 
and purpose of this bill, and if the words used are not ample to accom- 
plish that purpose, then we will use other words that are competent to 
accomplish what is desired in that behalf. That is one of the very 
things which it is desired to provide against, as also to prevent the con- 
solidation of parallel or competing lines. 

This bill is entirely within the exact direction of the desire of my 
honorable friend from Texas [Mr. REAGAN], inasmuch as these inter- 
state lines, in order that there may be a reasonable and fair carrying 
rate, must be under the control of some authority which has the right 
to limit them and control them. | insist that it will be made to appear 
on a full examination of this bill that it is in the public interest, and 
exactly in the interest which my friend from Texas has been trying dur- 
ing the Forty-sixth and Forty-seventh Congresses to subserve. 

So fur as the other bill is concerned—and I will say to the House that 
the committee do not propose to consider any except the two bills I have 
indicated; they are perfectly willing that the resolution shall so state— 
the other bill is to bring the Kansas Pacific and other roads within the 
terms of the Thurman act, and also to compel those roads to pay money 
now due to the Government for locating and surveying lands, there being 
2 certain sum already due from them. 

Now, if these things are not in the public interest, then we fail to 
«onceive what will serve the public interest. If when these bills are 
being considered my heneisihhe friend from Texas, or any other gentle- 
man, shall offer an amendment which shall more fully protect the pub- 
lic interest, it will be aceepted. If the clause to which he takes excep- 
tion does not accomplish what he desires to accomplish, then let him 
frame one that is more fitted for that purpose. My friend Judge Dunn 
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| believed that this was ample for that purpose, and | believe myself it 
This is the clause: 

Nothing in this act shall be so construed as to confirm or in any wise affect any 

grant of land or any railroad company. 
In other words, we leave the statute just where it is. We are not 
intending to forfeit any grant by this bill; we want the House to con- 
sider this as a matter of public interest. 
| The freight from the Pacific coast now goes around Cape Horn, six- 
| teen or seventeen thousand miles, every ton of it in foreign vessels. The 
| millions of tons of freight which will go to or come from the Pacific 
| coast when these roads have been consolidated, there being then the 

Southern Pacific road, the Northern Pacific road, and the Union and 
Central Pacific road, will be carried on these roads to the Atlantic States 
| and to the markets of Europe in one-fourth the time now required, and 
at as little or at less cost. You have now on this southern route eight 

separate small organizations. This bill is to accomplish just the prac- 
ticable thing which my friend from Texas desires. 

Mr. BERRY. Why can not the freight now be carried in that way 
without this proposed consolidation? These roads have formed a con- 
solidation all the way through. 

Mr. BUTTERWORTH. My triend knows that there are eight sep- 
arate independent organizations. 

I now yield to my friend from Arkansas. 

Mr. DUNN. I hope the House will indulge me until 1 can make a 
statement in explanation of this matter. The apparition of monopoly 
power which has startled the House this morning is only a delusion; 
it is not in this resolution, and gentlemen can possess their souls in 
perfect security. 

If I have any record for any one thing more distinct than another 
it is in favor of the national regulation of interstate commerce in the 
interest of the industries of this country, and against allowing the com- 
merce of the country to be regulated by railroad corporations. 

I am satisfied that a day ought to be set for the consideration of these 
measures. I hope I will be allowed time to explain the reasons for 
each one of them. 

The first is a bill with respect to the Kansas Pacitic and the Sioux 
City Branch of the Pacific railroads. The Kansas Pacific road is in- 
debted to the Government for the selection and survey of its grant ot 
lands about $150,000, which it refuses to pay. It also refuses to take 
title to the land which it has earned, and by that refusal escapes State 
taxation in the State of Kansas alone to the amount of about $250,000 
a year. 

These two roads are indebted to the Government for subsidy bonds 
in the amount of fifteen or sixteen millions of dollars, and are not in- 
cluded within the operation of the Thurman act, and consequently are 
doing nothing toward liquidating that indebtedness. 

This bill requires suit to be brought to collect the money due for se- 
leeting and surveying the lands granted to it, and to compel them to 
take title to the lands. It directs the Secretary of the Interior to di- 
vest the title out of the Government and vest it in the railroad entitled 
ta it, so that these lands will be taxable by the States. It also brings 
these roads under the operation of the Thurman act, compelling them 
to that extent to provide a sinking fund for the liquidation of their in- 
debtedness to the Government. That is certainly an important meas- 
ure in the interest of the Government and of the people, and I shall be 
surprised if any gentlemen upon this floor refuse to give a day for its 
consideration. 

The other measure relates to the consolidation of certain connecting 
and continuous lines of railroad. 

Now, the consolidation which has startled the House is in this bill. 
It provides for the consolidation of connecting and continuous lines from 
the Pacific to the Mississippi River and the Gulfof Mexico. The proviso 
to this bill is not to the full measure the language of the proviso which 1 
prepared to be added to a different bill. There was a former bill, re- 
ported by the gentleman from Ohio [Mr. Roprnson], to which I pre- 
pared carefully a proviso making it absolutely impossible for that con- 
solidation to revive any land grant which had become liable to forfeiture 
or which had not been earned by any road, or to which any road in- 
volved in that bill was not entitled by reason of compliance with the 
law making the grant. That proviso declared expressly that nothing in 
the act should confirm, aflirm, transfer, convey, or perfect any grant or 
pretended transfer of, any such forfeited or unearned grant from one 
road to another. The language of that proviso is as follows. I will 
read it: : 

Provided, That nothing in this act shall be so construed as to re-enact, revive, 
perpetuate, or relieve from forfeiture any grant of public lands made by the 
Government of the United States to aid in the construction of any railroad, that 
may not have been earned by such railroad company in compliance with the 
terms and provisions of the act making such grant; nor shall anything therein 
contained be construed to affirm, con , or in any manner legalize any pre- 
tended or attempted conveyance, grant, or ee ye | of any such unearned 
land grant by any railroad company to any other such company ; nor in any 
case to give effect to any general assignment from one railroad company to 
another as to authorize such | tocarry with it any right, title, or claim 
whatever to any such unearned land grant that wor deying become liable to for- 
feiture: And . That all public lands may have been granted 
to any of the rail by this act and that shall not have been earned 
by a compliance with the terms and conditions of the act or acts we , Corot 
grants shall be, and the same are hereby, declared forfeited to the United 
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and restored to the public domain and opened to sale and settlement in accord- 
ance with law. 

I submitted it to the gentleman from Tennessee [Mr. Housr], amem- 
ber of our committee, and he was perfectly satisfied with 't. The pro- 
viso to the present bill is not in full what that was, as will be seen. I 
was not present when this bill finally passed the committee and this 
order of the committee was adopted. I was sick on that day. I had 
previously given notice that I should insist upon this proviso to this bill 
also, a6 I shall when it is considered. 

Mr. TOWNSHEND, of Illinois. Which proviso does the committee 
recommend, yours or the one in the bill? 

Mr. DUNN. Ido not know what the action of the committee was 
on that day; I was not there. I reserved the right to offer that proviso 
in the House when the former bill should come up for consideration, 
and I also notified the committee that I would offer the proviso in the 
House as an amendment to this bill. I know that it was carefully pre- 
pared and was so explicit and certain in its terms as to render the con- 
tirmation or revival of amy such grant, or the transfer of it, absolutely 
impossible. 

Now, I am in favor of the principle of the gonsolidation of connect- 
ing continuous lines, in the interest of our business industries and 
of the commerce of the country. It reduces the cost of maintaining 
railroad organizations. In this case it would bring down eight organ- 
ivations into one. As we enable companies to economize in the cost of 
maintaining their organizations, and operating their roads, we, to that 
extent, enable them to reduce freight and passenger rates. This facili- 
tates and expedites the transportation of commodities and passengers 
across the country. It is in the direction of economy in operation and 
expedition of business. 

1 am in favor of such legal regulation of interstate commerce as will 
compel all railroad companies to take the lowest rates that will give 
them a moderate and reasonable profit on their capital actually invested, 
after payment of the expenses of economical management. If we re- 
quire them to be economical we must enable them to be economical. 
Make it possible for them to take low rates and then we may justly 
require it. 

Another proviso which I offered to the former bill was that nothing 
in the act should authorize the consolidation of these systems of roads 
with the Atchison, Topeka and Santa Fé system of roads, whieh should 
be a competing system. That proviso ought to be in this bill. 

I am in favor of the consideration of this bill with the fullest liberty 
of discussion and amendment. The bill needs amendment. 

Mr. TOWNSHEND, of Illinois. Is it the understanding that we 
are to have the right of discussion and amendment ? 

Mr. BUTTERWORTH. Certainly. 

Mr. DUNN. That is the understanding which the gentleman from 
Ohio gives the House and which we are willing shall be ingrafted on 
this resolution or made of record. [I would under no circumstances 
give my consent to any legislation which would revive the Texas Pa- 
cific land grant or confirm the pretended assignment of it from the 
Texas Pacific to the Southern Pacific Railroad of California. 

Mr. BLAND. How does the gentleman think this legislation would 
affect the right of the States to regulate transportation rates? 

Mr. DUNN. Not at all; nor the right of the Government to regu- 
late them. 

Mr. BLAND. How would it affect the right of the States to tax the 
roads ? 

Mr. DUNN. The power of the States and the pewer of the United 
States Government over commerce are matters defined by the Constitu- 
tion. We can not add to or take from either by any act which we may 
pass here. By this consolidation we make a continuous interstate line, 
and by that act we bring the entire system under the direct control of 
Congress for the regulation of commerce between the States. [Mr. 
BLAND rose.] Let me complete my statement. The power of the 
States to regulate State commerce has been fully settled by the Supreme 
Court in a case that came up from Louisiana—the case of Hall vs. De 
Cuir, 95 U. 8.8. C. Reports. In that case the power of a State and the 
power of the Federal Government over commerce are clearly defined. 
The line where one power ceases and the other commences is distinctly 
stated. The State can not pass any law regulation affecting interstate 
commerce, nor can Congress enact a law regulating strictly local State 
commerce, The court say in that case that ‘‘ there can be no doubt but 
that exclusive power has been conferred upon Congress in respect to the 
regulation of commerce among the several States.’’ It has also often 
been held that a State might regulate the charges of public warehouses 
and of railroads situate entirely within the State. The same is true of 
turnpikes and ferries. 

By such statutes— 

The court say— 


the States regulate as a matter of domestic concern the instruments of com- 
merce situated wholly within their jurisdictions, and over which they have ex- 
elusive governmental control, except when employed in foreign or interstate 
commerce. As they can only be used in the State, their regulation may be as- 
sumed by the State, until Congress acts in reference to their foreign or inter- 
state relations. When Congress does act, the State laws are suspended only to 
the extent that they affect commerce outside the State as it comes within the 
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Mr. REED. Isitdistinetly understood that if the present bill makes 
any change in the condition of the land-grant question an amendment 
may be presentéd which will make that matter perfectly clear? 

Mr. DUNN. {have no doubt that every member of the committe 
intends to agree to that. 

Mr. BUTTERWORTH. Not ondy intends to consent to it, but ms 
anxious to have it done. 

Mr. HAZELTON. And it was so agreed in committee. 

Mr. BUTTERWORTH. ‘That is not only satisfactory to the com 
mittee, but the committee desires that it be done. 

Mr. HAZELTON. The committeedoes not intend to injure anybody. 

Mr. BUTTERWORTH. I yield to my friend from Kansas [Mr. AN 
DERSON }. 

Mr. ANDERSON. Mr. Speaker, I wish to say there are in each of 
these two bills provisions which, in my judgment, are wrong; and when 
this proposition was made I had intended to oppose it. But in view of 
the statements which have been made, and, furthermore, in view of my 
solemn belief that this House will strike out of both bills anything that 
is wrong, I trust a day will be fixed for the consideration of the bills, 
with the full right of amendment and discussion 

Mr. REAGAN. I yield for two minutes to the gentleman from In 
diana. 

Mr. HOLMAN. Mr. Speaker, I am opposed to the bill providing for 
the consolidation of these eight railroad corporations. It will have the 
effect ultimately to withdraw them from State jurisdiction, creating one 
great railroad line under the control of one great corporation, and that 
corporation organized by Congress and placed within Federal jurisdie- 
tion. I think it is much safer that these eight corporations should con- 
tinue to exist, some of them at any rate, subject to State legislation, and 
all of them to be ultimately subject to such legislation, rather than one 
great corporation should be organized out of the consolidation of these 
eight corporations with a corresponding increase of power. In view of 
the decisions of the Department of Justice, I also fear the effect of this 
bill will be to confirm and revive the Texas Pacific grant of 15,000,000 
acres, notwithstanding the last proviso. : 

But the other bill, in my judgment, is one of very great moment. It 
proposes to amend what is known as the Thurman act. I think itisof 
the highest public moment that that measure should be brought before 
Congress at an early day for consideration. And I fear if this resolu 
tion is not passed no opportunity will occur for reaching its consider 
ation, as proposed by the gentleman from Ohio. That Thurman act 
ought to be amended; it is a measure that eught to receive the earliest 
consideration. The whole country is informed of the importance of the 
measure. I am satisfied with the assurance given by my friend from 
Ohio that this bill as well as the other shall be open to amendment 
and fair debate; that every amendment shall be in order calculated to 
promote the public safety. 

As to the bill for the amendment of the Thurman act, I regret: my 
friend from Ohio has not in the first instanee provided by this bill that 
the payments by the Pacific railroads into the sinking fund should 
amount to something. Practically they now amount to nothing. The 
25 per cent. of the net profits is wholly insufficient. I think when the 
measure comes before the House at least 50 per cent. of the net earn- 
ings of all these Union Pacific corporations will be reserved for the ulti- 
mate liquidation of the great debts they will owe the United States. 
Unless we intend that the United States shall be ultimately defrauded 
out of a vast sum of money we must greatly enlarge the annual pay- 
ments into this sinking fund. 

I submit to my friend from Texas [Mr. REAGAN] whether, with the 
assurance given thatthese measuresshall be open to every proper amend- 
ment to secure the public interest and to full debate, in view of the im 
portance of the sinking-fund measure, notwithstanding the objections 
to the other bill, it would not be the part of wisdom to allow the bills 
to come before the House for consideration, as proposed by the gentle- 
man from Ohio ? 

Mr. REAGAN. Iyield now to the gentleman from Ohio three mtn 
utes. 

Mr. CONVERSE. Mr. Speaker, I understand theonly question pend 
ing is the consolidation of the Southern Pacitic and the Texas l’acifie 
Railroads, and embracing perhaps some other railroad, constructed or to 
be constructed in that section of the country. The question of mak- 
ing the Kansas Pacific or the Sioux City Railroad Companies provide a 
sinking fund with which to pay its interest on its bonds is not pending. 

Mr. BUTTERWORTH. Both are in the bill 

Mr. CONVERSE. On the question of consolidation alone I desire to 
suggest one or two thoughts. In my judgment it is the most mis- 
chievous piece of legislation that has been brought into this House dur 
ing the life of this Congress. There are six railroads built and in the 
process of building terminating on the Pacilic coast, and extending east- 
ward to the chain of lakes or the Gulf or the Mississippi or Missouri 
Rivers, and which, with their connections east of the rivers, become 
transcontinental. 

The Northern Pacific, partly finished, extends from Puget Sound to 
Lake Superior. ‘The Central Pacific and the Union Pacific are com 
plete and united, and extend from San Francisco, in California, to 
Omaha, on the Missouri River. The Atlantic and Pacific, extending 
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from San Francisco to Saint Louis, is in the process of building. The 
Southern Pacific, extending from San Francisco to the Gulf, has been 
completed from the Pacific coast about half way. The Texas Pacific, 
extending from the Mississippi River through Southern New Mex- 
ico to San Francisco, has been completed through Texas and about 
half its entire length, so that it and the Southern Pacific now form a 
continuous line from the Mississippi to the Pacific Ocean. The Atch- 
ison, Topeka and Santa Fé Railroad extends from Kansas City to Guay- 
mas, on the Gulf of California, and is now completed into old Mexico, 
and is rapidly reaching its termination. 

The Northern Pacific, the Central and Union Pacific, the Atlantic and 
Pacific, and the Texas Pacific are land-grant railroads, and have been 
orare to be built largely out of subsidies given to them by the United 
States. One of the purposes which the Government must have had in 
view in making the immense grants which were made to these roads 
was to build and have maintained forever these several parallel lines 
as competing lines for travel and freight to and from the Pacific Ocean. 
The only two roads now in running operation which terminate at San 
Francisco, namely, the Central and Union Pacific and the Southern 
Pacific, are owned and operated under one management and in one in- 
terest, and the proposition now is to consolidate the Texas Pacific with 
them, thus preventing the completion both of the Southern Pacific and 
the Texas Pacific and preventing competition. 

I understand this grand scheme of consolidation to embrace finally 
all of the transcontinental railroads south of the Central and Union Pa- 
cific, with that line thus controlling in one interest, under one manage- 
ment, not only the trade of the United States, but the commerce of the 
world to and from the Pacific Ocean. Such a project is contrary to 
public policy. All consolidation of parallel or competing lines of rail- 
road is contrary to public policy, and in this case not only defeats the 
purposes of the Government in making princely grants for their con- 
struction, but turns the very munificence of the Government against 
the people, thereby to oppress and rob them. 

The Southern Pacific Railroad Company and the Texas Pacilic Rail- 
roud Company have already entered into an agreement, I am told, not to 
extend their lines beyond their present meeting on or near the Rio Grande 
in New Mexico for the purpose of preventing competition, and the Texas 
Pacific, in furtherance of the object, has attempted to convey by deed or 
contract her magnificent land grant from the United States of 19,000,000 
of acres to the Southern Pacific Railroad Company. If this be true, 
not only ought consolidation to be prohibited, but the charters and fran- 
chises of these public servants ought to be forfeited and taken away 
from them. The nextstep in the grand scheme, if not embraced in this 
bill, will be a consolidation of the Atlantic and Pacitic with the Topeka 
and Santa Fé road. They already have a non-competitive contract 
between them. The munificence of the Government is thus turned to 
private account, and the country and the people deprived of that com- 
petition in the carrying business to the Pacific which they have so 
dearly purchased. 

I know gentlemen say they are willing that an amendment shall be 
made to the bill providing that the grants of land shall not be affected 
by the consolidation. But there are many intricate questions of law 
which may arise under that state of the case. There may be third 
parties’ interest whose rights would be protected by the courts. The 
lands may be already mortgaged for funds expended in building the 
road, with the consent of Congress. Whatever questions of that kind 
might arise, they have never been submitted to or reported upon by 
any committee of this House. Neither have the specific facts connected 
with the various companies to be affected by this bill been reported to 
this House. We are asked to legislate in the dark on this important 
and danverous subject—the most important and the most dangerous to 
the people of any presented te this Congress. 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman’s time has expired. 

Mr. CONVERSE. _ I will ask leave to print a few thoughts in addi- 
tion which the short time prevents mentioning. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair hears no objection. [See Appendix. ] 

Mr. REAGAN. Mr. Speaker, in this bill there is no description of 
the roads to be consolidated with the Southern Pacific, although in the 
debate it is said there is to bea consolidation of some eightroads. The 
only one mentioned in the report of the committee with which there is 
to be consolidation is the Texas Pacific road. 

Now, the bill provides that the property and franchise of the Texas 
Pacific are to be transferred to this road. That is to be transferred to 
this road, but it does not name the road. The bill, some how or other, 
it strikes me, is curiously worded in reference to this greatsubject, bury- 
ing, 4s it does, in secrecy almost everything intended to be done by it. 
I would rather it would come before us frankly avowing what its pur- 
poses are. 

The SPEAKER. 

Mr. HAZELTON. 

The SPEAKER. It is not. 

Mr. HAZELTON. I only want to say, Mr. Speaker, that the com- 
mittee merely ask, in reference to this matter, for a day incourt. They 
simply want to be heard in the consideration of this measure. That is 
the only question pending before the House. When the question comes 
up it can then be discussed on its merits. 


The-gentleman’s time has expired. 
Is further debate in order? 





The SPEAKER. The gentleman from Ohio [Mr. BuTTERWoRTH] 
asks to modify the resolution. 

Mr. THOMPSON, of Kentucky. 
resolution. 

Mr. BUTTERWORTH. 

Mr. HOLMAN. 
to the House. 

The SPEAKER. Objection being made, the Chair holds that aftera 
second has been ordered it can not be modified except by unanimous 
consent. The question is on suspending the rules and adopting the 
resolution. 

The House divided; and there were—ayes 60, noes 50. 

The SPEAKER. ‘Two-thirds have not voted in the affirmative. 

Mr. BUTTERWORTH. [ ask for tellers. 

The SPEAKER appointed Mr. BUTTERWORTH, and Mr. THomPpson 
of Kentucky, as tellers. 

The House againdivided; and the tellers reported—ayes 101, noes 53. 

So (two-thirds not having voted in the affirmative) the rules were not 
suspended. 


I object toany modification of the 


Very well, then. 
I trust the proposition to modify will be reported 


° EDUCATION. 

Mr. SHERWIN, from the Committee on Education and Labor, moved 
to suspend the rules and adopt the following resolution. 

The Clerk read as follows: 

Resolved, That Saturday the 20th day of ne vaanp 1883, immediately after the 
morning hour, be assigned to the consideration o House bill 6158, a bill in the 


support of common schools, to be continued from day to day until completed, 
subject only to revenue and appropriation bills and prior orders. 


Mr. SPRINGER. I demand a second. 

The SPEAKER. If there be no objection—— 

Mr. BRAGG. I object. 

The SPEAKER appointed Mr. SPRINGER and Mr. SHERWIN as tellers. 

The House divided; and there were—ayes 117, noes 11. 

So the motion to suspend the rules was seconded. 

The SPEAKER. Does the gentleman desire to be heard in support 
of the resolution ? 

Mr. SHERWIN. Very briefly. I think it proper to say a few words 
by way of explanation of the bill which the committee pro . Betore 
doingso I will premise the statement by saying that this bill, Mr. Speaker, 
is essentially different from bills of a similar character which have been 
before the House on previous occasions. During the Forty-second Con- 
gress a bill was reported by the gentleman from Massachusetts, now 
Senator HoAr, which passed the House; and during the Forty-sixth 
Congress a similar bill passed the Senate. Both of those bills provided 
that a certain portion of the proceeds arising from the sale of the public 
lands should be set apart perpetually as a fund for the support of com- 
mon schools in the United States. 

The present bill is different from both of the bills to which I have 
referred in this, that it creates no perpetual fund. It recognizes an 
emergency which has to be met at the present time, but does not pro- 
vide that the General Government shall set apart any permanent fund 
for the support of education. It provides that there shall be an appro- 
priation of $10,000,000 annually, for a period of five years, to be dis- 
tributed among the States upon the basis of illiteracy as shown by the 
census of 1880. This amount is to be paid by the Secretary of the 
Treasury to the school officials of the several States, the same officials 
that are directed by the statutes of those States to expend the money 
for local and State education. 

Mr. THOMPSON, of Kentucky. Will the gentleman permit me to 
interrupt him for a question. desire to know whether it is to be 
absolutely under the control of the States or not? 

Mr. SHERWIN. This fund is, as far as the expenditure is concerned, 
to be under the control of the commissioners of education of the several 
States. The only conditions attached by the General Government are 
these: that this sum of money shall bedivided proportionately between 
the colored and the white schools. Furthermore, that no State shall 
receive any portion of this money unless it has a system of common- 
school education in force. Again, it provides that it shall not receive 
its proportionate share of this fund unless it shall have supported the 
schools within the State from the proceeds of its own educational fund 
for at least three months during the preceding year, and likewise un- 
less the length of the school period provided ‘for by State taxation 
shall be as great as that which may be caused by the money received 
from the General Government under the provisions of this bill. It 
also provides that the State officials shall report annually to the Com- 
missioner of Education certain facts in the nature of statistics. Forin- 
stance, they would be required to report the amount of money expended 
for colored and white schools; the number of pupils in each; the number 
of teachers, both white and black; the number of months the schools 
have been kept open in the different States, and other information of 
that character soas to enable the General Government to determine from 
year to year, during the time that this fund is to be expended, that 
is, the period of five years covered by the bill, the exact conditions of 
the schools in the different States. 

Mr. SPRINGER. May I ask my colleague a question ? 

Mr. SHERWIN. Certainly. 

Mr. SPRINGER. What is the amount of the proceeds of the public 
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lands which will be by this bill annually appropriated to school pur- 


Mr. SHERWIN. Itdoes not provide for the use of any portion of that 
fand for this purpose. ‘The fund appropriated under this bill does not 
arise from the sales of public lands, but is an absolute appropriation 
from the Treasury of $10,000,000 annually for a period of tive years. 

Mr. SPRINGER. I misunderstood the gentleman. I thought it was 
a provision making an appropriation of a certain portion of the money 
derived from the sales of public lands. 

Mr. SHERWIN. No, sir; it only provides, as I have stated, for an 


appropriation directly from the Treasury for this purpose. 
Mr. SPRINGER. It appropriates, then, $10,000,000 every year for 


five years? 

Mr. SHERWIN. Yes, sir. 

Mr. SPRINGER. Upon what basis? 

Mr. SHERWIN. Upon the basis of illiteracy, as disclosed by the 
reports of the census of 1880. 

Mr. SPRINGER. My State would get very little, then, under that 
appropriation. (Laughter. ] 

Mr. PAGE. May Ilaskthegentlemana question? If this bill should 
be considered on the day specified, will he consent that an amendment 
may be offered providing that the money appropriated by it may be 
expended under the direction of the General Government ? 

Mr. SHERWIN. I have no authority from the committee upon that 


int. 

Mr, HAZELTON. Would the gentleman himself favor such an 
amendment ? 

Mr. SHERWIN. I should oppose it myself. The committee were 
unanimous in their belief that this fund could be safely intrusted to the 
school officials of the States. The committee had before it the leading 
educational men from many of the States in the Union, superintendents 
of public institutions from the States, representatives of charitable and 
benevolent institutions of the Northern States, men who had looked into 
the school systems and had examined the statistics of education and the 
general condition of school affairs throughout the Southern States, and 
it was their unanimous opinion that the State officials would expend the 
fund judiciously. And one of them, a gentleman of national reputation, 
Rev. Dr. Mayo, stated that he had examined the systems of education 
in the several States of the South and that he had become well acquainted 
with the officials, and was satisfied that that fund would be as thor- 
oughly, as economically and carefully administered if it was intrusted 
to the commissioners of education in the States as it was possible to have 
it done by any men. 

Mr. BISBEE. May I ask the gentleman a question? I desire to 
know if there is any provision in the bill (I have not had time to ex- 
amine it myself, having been recently admitted a member of the com- 
mittee) with reference to the forfeiture by any State of its proportion 
of this fund, in case its proportion for the previous year has been mis- 
applied ? 

Mr. SHERWIN. In reference to that I can say to the gentleman 
that there is. ‘These annual reports to which I have referred will in- 
form the Commissioner of Education and Congress whether the money 
has been expended entirely in accordance with the terms of the law; 
and if those reports are not made no further payment will be made to 
the State which fails to make its reports in accordance with the law. 

Mr. ROBINSON, of Massachusetts. I would like to ask the gentle- 
man from Illinois whether he contemplates having this very important 
bill considered in the Committee of the Whole, so that debate may not 
be cut off by calling the previous question? 

Mr. SHERWIN. 
the Whole. 

Mr. ROBINSON, of Massachusetts. Unless some order to that effect 
is made the Chair will rule, in conformity to previous decisions, that the 
bill shall not be considered in Committee of the Whole although it 
expends the public money. 

' Mr. SHERWIN. I shall consent to such a modification of the reso- 
ution. 

Mr. ROBINSON, of Massachusetts. 
ification should be made. 

Mr. SHERWIN. The committee invite the fullest.discussion of the 
bill. I ask unanimous consent to have the resolution modified. 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman from Illinois [Mr. SieRw1n ] asks 
unanimous consent to insert in the pending resolution a clause which 
would authorize the bill to be considered in the House as in Committee 
of the Whole. Is there objection? The Chair hears none, and the mod- 
ification will be made accordingly. 

Mr. SPRINGER. I take the floor in opposition to the bill, and yield 
five minutes to the gentleman from New York [Mr. Flower]. 

Mr, SHERWIN. I reserve the balance of my time. 

Mr. FLOWER. Such bills as this proposing to vote $10,000,000 a 
year for five years for school purposes should teach the House that it is 
collecting too much revenue. From letters on my desk received every 
morning, ten to twenty-five in number, from all over the country, ask- 
ing what the House is to do in regard to reducing taxation, it seems to 
me we should rather call upon the Ways and Means Committee to move 
to suspend the rules and get up some measure that will give relief to the 


It is very proper that that mod- 


I think it should be considered in Committee of 
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pe country—every part of it. Every business interest in this coun 
| try is paralyzed to-day by reason of our non-action on some of these 
| bills for the reduction of internal or tariff taxes. And it seems to me 
| our duty either to tell the country that we will not reduce taxes during 
| this session, or to go to work and do it. 
| Lam willing, for one, to work from 9 o'clock in the morning till 9 
o’clock at night to accomplish this end. I had supposed after the ar 
ranging of the tariff was so splendidly cared for by the Tariff Commis- 
sion, the Ways and Means Committee would have nothing to do. Let 
us take up this or any other bill; but for the present I am opposed to 
the pending proposition, because we may, by reduction of taxation, pro- 
duce a deficit in the Treasury, and this $10,000,000 would then be a 
good thing to have there. 

Mr. BISBEE. 

Mr. FLOWER. Certainly. 

Mr. BISBEE. I ask the gentleman if the education of the illiterate 
people of this country is not quite as important as the business inter- 
ests of the country ? 

Mr. HAZELTON. 

Mr. FLOWER. 
portant. 
ourselves. 

Mr. O'NEPLL. I want to make a suggestion to the gentleman from 
New York [Mr. FLoweEr]. I have a very large correspondence of th 
same character as that to which the gentleman has referred, and I pre 
sume nearly all the members of this House have. And I invariably 
refer my correspondents who write to me on the subject to look to the 
records of the past Congress and see what the Democratic Senate has 
done to prevent the passage of the tax bill which the House passed 

Mr. FLOWER. A Republican caucus added some tariff articles to 
the internal-revenue bill which they knew made it impossible tor the 
bill to be passed. 

Mr. O'NEILL. And Democratic Senators intentionally talked the 
bill to death, determined the people should not be relieved to the ex 
tent to which the Republican House had sought to give relief from taxa 
tion. 

Mr. SPRINGER. Were it not for the great. pressure upon Congres: 
during this session tor legislation I would not object to giving consider 
ation to this bill. It is a subject that ought to be discussed. But the 
time allowed between now and the 4th of March for the transaction ot 
business which is absolutely necessary to be transacted before adjourn- 
ing is so limited that it seems to me we ought to devote ourselves to 
those subjects which we must consider betore the necessary adjourn 
ment of this body. 

The Committee on Ways and Means will within a few days, I hope, 
report a bill upon the subject of reduction of tariff taxes. We shall 
also have a bill from the other body as an amendment to the one we 
have already passed with reference to internal taxes. If we can get 
those two measures betore the House and give them the consideration 
which their importance demands, and in addition thereto pass the ne« 
essary appropriation bills, the time of this body until the 4th of March 
will have been exhausted, and on that day our lifetime under the law 
will have ceased. 

I am opposed, therefore, to bringing this subject in at this time for 
| consideration. It is avery important question which this bill presents 
| It proposes to appropriate $50,000,000 out of the Treasury of the United 
| States, $10,000,000 a year for five years, to be devoted in the States to 
the support of common-school education, to be divided, as stated by the 
| gentleman from Illinois [Mr. SHERWIN ], on the basis of illiteracy 
| We understand where the greater portion of this fand is to go, and I 
| would be very glad to co-operate with the gentlemen in those regions 
where education is needed and help is needed from the Government 
But it seems to me we ought to consider first the necessities of the Gov 
ernment, and whether we desire to make « great departure in a matte! 
of this kind from State control of education to national control. The 
State of Illinois, Which I have the honor in part to represent, has a mag 
nificent common-school system. I believe it the best common-school 
system that is enjoyed by any State of the Union. 

Mr. HAZELTON. Not the best. 

Mr. STEELE. What about Indiana? 

Mr. BROWNE. What is the amount of the school fund of Illinois? 

Mr. SPRINGER. I can not say at this moment. 

Mr. BROWNE. We have a fund of over $9,000,000 in Indiana. 
That State has the best school system in the world, beyond any kind 
of question. 

Mr. SPRINGER. I think Indiana comes next to Illinois. 
born in Indiana, and I like that Stat« much, 

Mr. BROWNE. Does Indiana know it? 

Mr. SPRINGER. Ihave no doubt Indiana knows it. I had the 
| honor of being educated in the common schools and collegesof that State 
| We donot want any aid from the General Government in our common 

school system. 
I think the gentleman from Indiana [Mr. BROWNE] will agree with 
| me in the statement that these two States have taken care of the edu 
cational interests of their own people in the past and can do so in thy 


future, and do not ask any aid from the General Government in th 


Will the gentleman allow me to ask him a question ? 


And as the whisky interest? 
The education of the illiterate is no doubt very im 
We in the State of New York are attending to that very well 
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respect. Ihave not heard a single person in the State of Indiana or 
I}Jinois ask that the General Government shall give one dollar of aid for 
this purpose. We have taken care of our children in this respect in the 
past and are able to take care of them in the future without asking any 
aid of the General Government. 


Mr. PEELLE. While it is true that Indiana and Illinois do not ask 
any aid of the General Government for this purpose, is it not equally 
true that Indiana, and I suppose Illinois, is willing to make some sac- 


rifice for the benefit of those that are not so well situated as they are? 

Mr. SPRINGER. Ido not know but what Illinois and Indiana would 
make some sacrifices in this connection. But should we now be asked 
to depart from the policy of the Government in this respect and appro- 
priate $10,000,000 a year for five years foreducational purposes in these 
States? This is an important subject, and should receive very careful 
consideration. 

Mr. CLEMENTS. I will ask the gentleman from Illinois [Mr. 
SPRINGER] how much money from the General Government has been 
received by Llinois and Indiana from the proceeds of the sales of public 
lands ? 

Mr. SPRINGER. Not one dollar so far as the State of Illinois is 
eoncerned. I do not know anything about Indiana. 

Mr. CALKINS, Will the gentleman yield to me for a moment ? 

Mr. SPRINGER. Certainly. 

Mr. CALKINS. Is it not the fact that Illinois, Iowa, and Indiana, 
and all of the Western States have a magnificent and munificent per- 
manent school fund derived from the sale of public lands? 

Mr. COBB. That is not true with regard to Indiana. Our school 
fund mainly comes from the twenty-third section of the old bank 
charter. 

Mr. CALKINS. I beg my colleague’s pardon, our school fund does 
not come mainly from that source. 

Mr. COBB. Over five millions of money came from that source. 

Mr. CALKINS. I beg my colleague’s pardon. I do not dispute the 
amount that came from that source, but I say that the fund mainly came 
from the proceeds of the sales in our States of the sixteenth sections of 
the public lands. We have now a munificent permanent fund which 
we derived from the General Government for the benefit of public 
schools. 

Mr. COBB. That fund belongs to the public schools in the broad 
sense; not to the townships. 

Mr. CALKINS. It seems to me that the States which were deprived 
ef the benefit of this grant of land for school purposes ought even at this 
late day to have some of the advantages which are derived by the other 
States from the proceeds of the sales of the public lands. It would be 
but right for us to consider that question. 

Mr. SPRINGER. I will now yield to the gentleman from Indiana 
[Mr. Conn]}—— 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman has no time to yield. 

Mr. SHERWIN. I will yield three minutes to the gentleman from 
Kentucky [Mr. WILLIs]. 

Mr. WILLIS. I am very much surprised at the character of the 
objections made to this proposition. I am surprised to hear the gen- 
tleman trom Illinois [Mr. SPRINGER] say there is no reason for what 
he calls a departure from the previous action of the Government with 
reference to this question of education. 

Mr. RYAN. This is no departure. 

Mr. WILLIS. As my friend well says, this is no departure from that 

licy. From the very foundation of our Republic to this day it has 

n the well-established policy of the General Government to grant 
aid for educational purposes. Millions of acres and millions of dollars 
have been appropriated for that purpose. All our Presidents, from 
Washington down to the present one, have placed upon public record 
their estimate of the value of popular education as the best, if not only, 
safeguard of free institutions. 

For over ten years the bill now under discussion, or one similar in 
its terms and objects, has been favorably reported to this body. Public 
meetings have been held in all parts of the Union; by address, and by 
petition the people have indorsed and urged this legislation. Over 
two-thirds of these United States have through their Legislatures for- 
mally requested Federal aid for educational purposes. And yet the 
honorable gentleman says there is no reason and no demand for this 
legislation. 

What response have we made to these repeated appeals and solemn 
admonitions? What response will we make to our constituents for our 
failure or refusal to legislate upon this supremely important subject ? 

Only forty-four working days remain of this Congress. Whatever is 
done must be quickly done, and what explanation, what excuse, can 
we give for not doing it? Shall we say that we did not think the con- 
dition of the Treasury justified it? We all know that over a million 
dollars a day is pouring into our already full coffers. The last fiscal 
year has shown, the present and the next fiscal year will show, a surplus 
revenue of over one hundred million dollars. Only two days ago we 
voted out of the Treasury eighty-five millions to pay the wounded and 
disabled citizen soldiers of our country. High as is our obligation to 
them, it is not higher than what we owe to that other and more numer- 





ous class of our disabled citizens whose lives are cursed by the blighting 
effects of vice and ignorance. The gentleman from Illinois says that we 
have not time to consider this bill. 

My friend has had time during this session to stand here day after 
day and vote millions of dollars for the fortifications of our country. 
He has, without objection, given his time and consented for this House 
to give its time to the consideration of bills for the support of the Army 
and Navy, and that too in atime of profound peace. I do not complain 
of that; I do not undertake to say that he was wrong in that. By no 
means. But here isan enemy who threatens the very citadel of our lib- 
erties; an enemy whose strength is increasing with every year and whose 
power, if not promptly broken, will be irresistible. Yet he is unwill- 
ing to give even a day for the consideration of a bill which provides a 
defense against this enemy; he will not appropriate a dollar from our 
overflowing Treasury for the protection of our Republic from this great 
danger. 

Can he maintain such a position? Are we not called upon by every 
dictate of self-interest and of self-preservation, by every duty, individ- 
ual and national, to endeavor at once to overthrow this organized igno- 
rance in our midst, to strike down this deadly foe of our institutions 
while we have the power to do so? 

Does my honorable friend know that the last census presents to us 
the appalling fact that one-eighth of all the people of these United 
States over 10 years of age are illiterate, unable to read the very char- 
ter of their liberties? Does he recall the fact that in sixteen States of 
our Union over one-third of the voting population are illiterate, unable 
to read the ballots which are to decide their and our destiny? And 
these are the men who are to make our laws, who are to elect our Presi- 
dents and legislators, who are to shape the policy and decide the des- 
tiny of our Republic? Yet he, as a member of the American Congress, 
is unwilling even to consider a bill that seeks to change this condition 
of things, to remove this mass of ignorance which is at once a humili- 
ating disgrace and a standing menace to our liberties. 

Net only that, Mr. Speaker, but does not the gentleman know—as- 
suredly he does—that the flood-tides of immigration are open wider than 
ever before was known in the history of ourcountry. Does he not know 
that a large per cent. of these immigrants come with ignorant views or 
false views of our system of government? Do we not owe it to them 
and to ourselves to promptly place within their reach the means of 
knowledge, of intelligent citizenship, and of happiness? 

And should he not also bear in mind the relation which our colored 
population bear to this question? Only a few years ago we struck the 
chains of slavery from 4,000,000 bondsmen. To-day they stand at the 
bar of this House by petition appealing to us tostrike from their minds 
the equally degrading slavery of ignorance. They say to us, ‘‘ You havo 
given us the rights, you have imposed upon us the duties and responsi- 
bilities of citizenship. Give us now the means of knowing and main- 
taining those rights and meeting those responsibilities. The inexorable 
logic of the situation—justice to them, justice to ourselves demands that 
this appeal should be promptly heard and heeded. 

{Here the hammer fell. } 

Mr. SHERWIN. I believe I have two minutes left, and I yield that 
time to the gentleman from Mississippi [Mr. Lyncn]. 

Mr. PEELLE. Before the gentleman commences, I ask 
consent of the House that he have five minutes’ time. 

Mr. LYNCH. I may not need it. 

Mr. WHITE. I want consent to agree with my colleague [Mr. WIL- 
L1s] on education if I can not agree with him on the whisky bill. 

Mr. SPARKS. How much time is there left fordiscussing this prop- 
osition ? 

The SPEAKER. There is two minutes’ time remaining. 

Mr. SPARKS. On which side? 

The SPEAKER. On the affirmative side of the proposition. 

Mr. PEELLE. I ask unanimous consent that the gentleman from 
Mississippi have five minutes. 

Mr. SPARKS. You can not get it. 

Mr. LYNCH. I do not want it. 

Mr. SPRINGER. I hope that by unanimous consent the gentleman 
from Mississippi [Mr. LyNcu) and the gentleman from New York [ Mr. 
Cox] will each be allowed five minutes. : 

TheSPEAKER. Thegentleman from Illinois [Mr. SPARKS] objects. 

Mr. SPARKS. I object emphatically, unless we can be heard on this 
side. The gentleman from New York wishes to say something, and I 
do not want him to be cut off. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair thinks it very unjust to make the re- 
mark about that side not being heard. It has just exhausted its full 
time. There was no occasion for the remark. 

Mr. SPARKS. I pardon of the Chair; but I understood my col- 
league [Mr. SPRINGER] to say that he had not occupied his fifteen min- 
utes. 

The SPEAKER. TheChair understood that the time had bean divided 
with exact equality. 

Mr. SPRINGER. I think it was a very short fifteen minutes. — 

The SPEAKEK. But the gentleman yielded a portion of his time, 
besides occupying a part. 


unanimous 
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Mr. SPRINGER. I ask unanimous consent that five minutes be 
allowed to the gentleman from Mississippi and five to the gentleman 
from New York. 

Several members objected. 

Mr. RYAN. The gentleman fiom Mississippi is not asking for addi- 
tional time. 

Mr. SPRINGER. 

Mr. LYNCH. 
I am entitled. 

Mr. Speaker, I only wish to say as a member of the committee that 
I was not appointed upon it in time to serve when this bill was pre- 

by the committee. I approve the bill as a whole; but there are 

a few amendments which I would like to have made and to which I 

to be able to get the consent of the committee before the bill is 

brought up. These amendments, however, do not apply to the general 
principle of the bill, but only to matters of detail. 

This in my judgment is a very important measure, but one not con- 
nected with politics; one for which I think every member of the House, 
without regard to political lines or to the section of the country from 
which he comes, can vote willingly and readily, for it is a measure of 
justicealone. Gentlemen all remember that while the Southern States, 
which will get the ter portion of this money, were devastated dur- 
ing the war and their wealth wiped out, this was not true of the North; 
and I think that wealthy States like Indiana, Illinois, and other North- 
ern States, that have more money than they know what to do with, 
ean afford to expend a little of it in the South for so noble a purpose as 
that contemplated in this bill. 

{Here the hammer fell. } 

The question being taken on the motion of Mr. SHERWIN to suspend 
the rules and adopt the resolution submitted by him, there were—ayes 
329, noes 20. 

So (two-thirds voting in favor thereof) the resolution was adopted. 

ERNEST F. UNLAND. 

The Speaker proceeded with the call of committees until the Com- 
mittee on Claims was reached. 

Mr. TAYLOR. I am authorized by the Committee on Claims to 
move a suspension of the rules for the passage of the bill which I send 
to the desk. 

Mr. RICE, of Missouri. Mr. Speaker, has the Committee on Pensions 
been called? I did not hear it called. 


Then why is he standing up? 
I am standing up to occupy the two minutes to which 


The SPEAKER. The Committee on Pensions has been passed. 
Mr. RICE, of Missouri. ‘Then I will ask unanimous consent to go 
back—— 


Mr. TAYLOR. That can be done after action upon this bill, which 
will take but a moment. 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman from Ohio [Mr. TAytor], by in- 
struction of the Committee on Claims, moves to suspend the rules and 
pass the bill which will be read. 

The Clerk read as follows: 


A bill (H. R. 3243) for the relief of Ernest F. Unland. 

Be it enacted, &c., That the Secretary of the Treasury be, and he is 
thorized and directed to pay to Ernest F. Unland, of Pekin, Ilinois, out of any 
money in the Treasury not otherwise appropriated, the sum of $796.71, the same 
being the amount paid by said Unland, in error, on the 18th day of October, A. 
D.1 into the United States Treasury to effect a compromise of a judgment of 
forfeiture and costs held by the United States against the distillery and premises 
of the City Distilling Company of Pekin, said judgment and costs having al- 
ready been quashed by executive pardon of August 24, A. D. 1880, granted tothe 
owners of said distfilery. 


Mr. HORR. I call for a second upon this motion. 
The SPEAKER. If there be no objection, a second will be consid- 
ered as ordered. 
Mr. BRAGG. I object. 
The SPEAKER. The Chair appoints as tellers the gentleman from 
Michigan, Mr. Horr, and the gentleman from Ohio, Mr. TAYLOR. 
The House divided; and the tellers reported—ayes 135, noes 12. 
So the motion was seconded. 
The SPEAKER. The gentleman from Ohio [Mr. TAYLOR] is enti- 
fled to the floor for fifteen minutes in support of the bill. 
Mr. TAYLOR. I call for the reading of the report. 
The SPEAKER. The report will be read in the gentleman’s time. 
The Clerk read as follows: 
The Committee on Claims, to whom was referred the bill (FI. R. 3243) for the 
relief of Ernest F. Unland, having had the same under consideration, report: 
That on the Mth day of July, 1875, the distillery premises of the City Distillery 
Sompany, Pekin, Illinois, owned by Daniel S. Risinger, George T. Risinger, and 
Herman FE. Kickler, were seized by the collector of the eighth Illinois district 
ra violation of the revenue laws (section 3281, Revised Statutes), and on the 
following 4th day of August were libeled in the United States courts. On the 9th 
day of August, 1875, the property was released to said company under bond. 
propery, oher being bonded on the 19th day of August, 1875, was conveyed 
® George T. nger, who on the same day conveyed it to the Copper Distillery 
Company, and the distillery was operated by that company until the 13th day 
of January, when it and all of the destructible machinery and personal property 
nging to it were destroyed by fire. Afterward, on the 5th of February, 1877, 
Copper Distillery Company reconveyed the real estate to George T. Risinger, 
who rebuilt and operated the distillery till Ma: 


, 1879. 
In the mean time proceedings had been instituted against said two Risingers 
Mee ackler, ¢ oe kel ee wx a —_ said aneure was mate, and such 
Olation o e laws connected with the revenue, to 
which said defendante 


guilty and were find in considerable sums, for 


hereby, au- | 








which and for costs judgments were rendered against them, and a decree wae 
made gainst said property at the January term for IS79 of suid court for $4.S76.5@ 
the amount of said fines and costs. 

Efforts were being made to collect the fines and costs by subjecting the prop 
erty to such payment, which efforts were resisted on the ground that the bond 
was taken in place of the property and released it from the lien before existing 
thus raising a very serious question, as the Secretary of the Treasury thought 
The property had become of little value, and at this point said Unland, for said 
firm of Smith € Hippen, who had no other interest in the matter than junier 
judgment creditors, if the claim of the United States, on the Isth day of Octo 
ber, 1880, under section 3469 of the Revised Statutes, compromised all said claime 
with the Treasury by paying him $796.71. However, before that time, to wit 
on the 2ith day of August, 1880, the President granted a full pardon (expressly 
releasing said judgment) to said Daniel 8. Risinger, George T. Risinger, and Her 
man E. Kickler, which fact was unknown to said Unland and to the Secretare 
of the Treasury atthe time said compromise was made and said money paid 
The object of the bill under consideration is to authorize the Secretary of the 
Treasury to refund to Unland the money so paid. As the money was paid un 
der amutual mistake of fact, upon a claim which had ceased to exist, your come 
mittee think the bill should pass, and doso recommend 

Mr. TAYLOR. Mr. Speaker, in the few minutes I now have I cae 
not of course explain all the facts in this case. This man Unland, whe 
paid this money which this bill proposes to refund, was a junior ered- 
itor, having a judgment against the Risingersand Kickler. A fairjudg- 
ment had been rendered in favor of the United States. The Secretary 
of the Treasury and Unland both supposed that the prior judgment was 
in force, and upon this supposition Unland paid on a compromise some- 
thing over $700 for that prior judgment, when in fact it had been re 
leased. The pardon of the President to the Risingers and Kickler in- 
cluded in its very terms the release of the judgment. 

Mr. BRAGG. Will the gentleman permit me toask him whether be 
maintains that the President in the exercise of the pardoning power may 
release a judgment in a civil case? 

Mr. TAYLOR. This was a judgment incident to a matter of costa, 
and so far I answer ‘‘ yes.’’ 

Mr. BRAGG. Did I understand you to say that was within the 
pardoning power of the President? 

Mr. TAYLOR. In this instance it was a judgment for the costs ins 
criminal case, and when he pardoned him for that he had express power 
to do what he did do. 


Mr. BRAGG. The billspeaks of “judgment quashed by the pardon- 
ing power of the President.’’ Does the gentleman regard that asalegal 
term ? 

Mr. TAYLOR. I did not draw the bill 

The question recurred on the motion tosuspend the rules and pass ths 
bill; and (two-thirds voting in favor thereof) the rules were suspended 
and the bill was passed. 


SURVIVORS OF MEXICAN AND INDIAN WARS. 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman from Missouri [Mr. Rice] states 
he did not hear the Committee on Pensions called, and now. asks to go 
back, so that he may submit a motion from that committee 
objection ? 

Mr. WISE, of Virginia. I would like to know, if the gentleman from 
Missouri is permitted to make his motion, whether it will give a right 
to other committees which have been passed over to submit reports. 

The SPEAKER. Consent is only asked in the case of the Committee 
on Pensions. 

There was no objection. 

Mr. RICE, of Missouri. I am directed by the Committee on Pensions 
to submit the following resolution. 

The Clerk read as follows: 


Is there 


Resolved, That the rules be suspended and House bill 7135, granting pensions 
to the survivors of the Mexican and Indian Wars, reported from the Committes 
on Pensions, be made a special order in the House, asin the Committee of the 
Whole House, for the first Tuesday in February next after the morning hour, 
and from day to day thereafter until disposed of, not to interfere with appropri 
ation or revenue bills or other prior special orders. 

Mr. BRAGG. I demand a second. 

The SPEAKER. Is there any objection to considering it as ordered f 

Mr. BRAGG. I object. 

The SPEAKER appointed Mr. Rice, of Missouri, and Mr. BrRAG@ 
as tellers. 

The House divided; and there were—ayes 124, noes 20 

So the motion to suspend the rules was seconded 

The SPEAKER. Does the gentleman from Missouri desire to bes 
heard ? 

Mr. RICE, of Missouri. No, sir, not now. 

Mr. WHITE. I ask the gentleman te yield to me for 4 moment. 

Mr. RANDALL. I shall ask for the yeas and nays on this question. 

Mr. WHITE. If I understand this resolution it is to set a day whea 
we can discuss the propriety of giving pensions to Mexican soldiers or 
soldiers who fought under the American flag in the war with Mexice 
thirty years ago. It does seem to me the number of petitions which 
have been presented to Congress during the last few years onght to in- 
duce every member to agree to it, or to this much at least, that is, te 
give them a day in court. 

I shall be glad, sir, on a proper occasion, when the bill comes up, te 
say something in advocacy of the justice of it. For the present I sim- 
ply desire to say I do not believe we can afford, as a party, or as repre- 
sentatives of the people, regardless of party, to deny so many surviving 
Mexican soldiers the justice which they ask at our hands. 
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Mr. JOYCE. 

Mr. WHITE. Certainly. 

Mr. JOYCE. I wish to ask the gentleman from Kentucky whether | 
the bill repeals section 4716 of the Revised Statutes? which is as follows: 


Will the gentleman yield to me toask him a question ? 





Src. 4716. No money on account of pension shall be paid to any person, or to 
the widow, children, or heirs of any deceased person, who in any manner vol- 
untarily engaged in, or aided or abetted, the late rebellion against the authority | 
of the United States 

Mr. WHITE. Most unquestionably it does. 

Mr. JOYCE. Then I can not vote for it. 

Mr. HEWITT, of Alabama. I ask the gentleman from Kentucky to | 
permit me in one moment to reply to the gentleman from Vermont. — | 

Mr. WHITE. Certainly. 

Mr. HEWITT, of Alabama. I will answer the gentleman from Ver- 
mont. ‘The bill does not repeal that section of the Revised Statutes 
of the United States, except in so far as it applies to pensions under 
this bill. That is all. 

Mr. WHITE. Now, Mr. Speaker, I want to say tothe gentleman from 
Vermont, who is asloyalasany man in this country, if we believe these 
Mexican solidiers did a good work long before the civil war we can not 
afford to see them inasutfering condition and puta bar between them and 
justice onaccount of certain things they did during the late civilwar. 1 
claim to be as good a Republican as he or any other man on this floor, 
but | donot go that far. The men who fought under the American flag 
in Mexico or in Indian wars are entitled to pensicns, especially when 
they are inasuflering and destitute condition, as hundredsof these brave 
old Mexicansoldiers now are. And when the gentleman reads astatute 
here which was passed at the close of the late war, in excitement, read- 
ing them out; when now, twenty years beyond the war, these men are 
in destitute circumstances, crying out for help to keep them from the 
poor-house, and when we have an empire they have given tothiscountry, 
it seems to me the coldest and most heartless denial of charity to refuse 
them what they ask, whichis nothing more than that they shall have a 
day in court for the consideration of their proposition. 

TheSPEAKER. The question is upon agreeing tothe motion of the 
gentleman from Missouri. 

Mr. RANDALL. And onthat I demand the yeas and nays. 

Mr. WILLIS. I ask the gentleman from Missouri to yield to me for 
a moment. 

Mr. RICE, of Missouri. 
for five minutes. 

Mr. WILLIS. Ido not propose, Mr. Speaker, to trespass long upon 
the time of this House. The merits of this measure are too well known 
to require debate, even if our rules permitted it. I rose, however, to 
appeal to the gentleman who has charge of this bill to withdraw his 
resolution providing a day for its consideration, and give us here and 
now an opportunity to vote directly upon the bill itself. 

Too long already has justice been delayed to these old Mexican vet- 
erans, Over thirty-five years have gone by since they gave their vol- 
untary service to our country. 

The youngest recruit of that war has long since passed the meridian 
of life. Of those who survived the direct conflict and the equally deadly 
climate the overwhelming majority are pressed down by the infirmities 
of age and disease, broken in health and poor in purse. In my own 
city and district only a few months ago an old man died leaving #widow 
and a family of children. He had gone forth when the lone settlers 
upon our frontier wilderness were exposed to the horrors of savage war- 
fare. He had protected and avenged them. He had shouldered his 
musket and gallantly fought upon the plainsof Mexico. He had given 
his aid to the Federal cause in the recent war. He died and now fills 
a pauper’s grave. The hero of three wars, old, helpless, and poverty- 
stricken, his family was compelled to appeal to his friends and comrades 
for the coflin in which he was buried. A number of old Mexican vet- 
erans contributed from their own scanty purses the means to bury him 
and support his helpless family. 

Only a tew weeks ago, in the same city, I called upon the widow of 
another soldier. Her husband when but a youth had enlisted for the 
Mexican war. Hewasas gallant asoldierand astruea manas ever lived. 
Ile was the first to plant the flag of his country upon the heights of 
Charubusco. He was voteda sword by hisnativeState. He was amem- 
ber of the confederate congress—honored and esteemed in all the rela- 
tionsof life. Hedied without leaving adollartohisfamily. His widow 
is how making a noble struggle for the support of herself and her little 
family. Such instances could be multiplied by the thousands. 

‘Too long already, I repeat, has justice been delayed. The grave has 
long since closed upon thousands and tens of thousands of brave veterans 
to whose declining years a more grateful country would at least not 
have refused the poor pittance asked by this bill. 

Sir, I need not remind this House of the deeds of valor, of the national 
fame, which these men achieved for our country; the grand heroism and 
self-sacrifice, the generous devotion and patriotism of her citizens—these 
are the true wealth of every country.» How grand and imperishable a 
contribution of this character our Mexican soldiers secured is a part, and 
the noblest part, of our national history. 

Nor should we forget the material wealth which these gallant heroes 


I will yield tothe gentleman from Kentucky 





won for their Government. Four States and four Territories were 





wrested by their valor from the common enemy—California, Nevada, 
Colorado, and Texas; Utah, New Mexico, Arizona, and Wyoming—a 
grand empire covering an area of over 937,875 square miles, a domain 
greater than all Europe—these stand to-day an enduring monument of 
the grandeur of their achievements and of the ingratitude of the Govern- 
ment in failing so long to reward them as they deserve. 

Only two days ago, with but three dissenting votes, we gave a hundred 
millions of dollars to the soldiers of the late war. During the last ses- 
sion, under a suspension of the rules and without a word of debate or 
objection, we voted another hundred millions for the same purpose 
Whence came the money forthese greatappropriations? Itcame largely 
from the gold-ribbed mountains and fertile plains which the Mexican 


| soldiers conquered for us. The countless millions which have been 


supplied from the mines of California and Colorado, of Nevada and New 
Mexico and Arizona, have been our source of prosperity in peace and 
our reliance in war. If we had to-day all the wealth which has come 
from even one of these States we would have enough to erect a statue 
of gold and give a pension of a thousand dollars a year to every man 
who ever bore our flag upon the fields of Mexico. And yet we are here 
to-day hesitating about an eight-dollar pension, not to all, but to the few 
who have survived, numbering according to the best estimate less than 
10,000. 

It isa shame on the American Congress that this bill has not long 
ago become a law. I hope the gentleman, therefore, will change his 
motion and give us an opportunity to vote now and directly upon this 
subject. Let us honor ourselves by honoring these brave veterans. Let 
us place upon the statute-books of our country a provision that they 
shall at least have enough to keep the wolf from the door. 

Mr. RICE, of Missouri. In response to the gentlemen from Ken- 
tucky I will say that Iam not authorized to make the motion he sug- 
gests. 

I now yield to the gentleman from Alabama, Mr. WHEELER 

Mr. WHEELER addressed the House. [See Appendix. ] 

Mr. RICE, of Missouri. I reserve the remainder of my time 

Mr. BROWNE and Mr. HoRk rose. 

The SPEAKER. Does the Chair understand that any gentleman 
desires to occupy the time in opposition ? 

Mr. PAGE. I understand the gentleman from Indiana rises to op- 
pose the motion. 

Mr. HAZELTON. 

The SPEAKER. 
trol the time? 

Mr. BRAGG. If anybody desires to take the floor I will control the 
time for his benefit. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair recognizes the gentleman from Wiscon- 
sin to control the time in opposition. 

Mr. BRAGG. I yield to the gentleman from Indiama [Mr. Browne]. 

Mr. ATKINS. Before that let me ask a question of the gentleman 
from Missouri. Why not put before the House now the bill to pension 
the Mexican soldiers instead of this resolution? I believe in the pres- 
ent temper of this House the bill will pass by a two-thirds majority. 

Mr. RICE, of Missouri. I am not so instructed by the committee. 

Mr. BROWNE. Mr. Speaker, I would not interpose an objection to 
fixing a time for the consideration of this or any other important meas- 
ure if it could be considered under such circumstances as to give lib- 
eral opportunities for amendment. If I understand this bill it pro- 
poses to put on the pension-roll persons who were engaged in the Mex- 
ican and our several Indian wars simply because they performed military 
service. It does not propose to take into consideration the question 
of physical or pecuniary condition. It puts the millionaire, if you 
please, who happened to serve in any of these wars, who is in robust 
health, who does not need the bounty of the Government at all, on the 
rolls at a little sum of $8 a month. I believe I am correct in my un- 
derstanding of this bill. 

There is not an old worn-out Mexican soldier in the Union that I 
would not be willing to put on the pension-roll if he needed the bounty 
of the Government. 

Mr. SPRINGER. They all need it. 

Mr. BROWNE. Not all of them. 

Mr. WILLIS. Let me ask the gentleman how many millionaires 
there are among the surviving Mexican veterans ? 

Mr. BROWNE. I donot know how many there may be; I do know 
that there are many Mexican war soldiers in the United States who are 
in infinitely better pecuniary condition than I am; who are merchants, 
land-owners—— 

Mr. HAZELTON. Members of Congress. 

Mr. BROWNE. Yes, sir; members of Congress, persons in good phys- 
ical and pecuniary condition, and who do not need the bounty or the 
charity of the Government. 

Mr. BLOUNT. Will the gentleman from Indiana allow me to ask 
him a question ? 

Mr. BROWNE. Certainly. : 

Mr. BLOUNT. What is there to prevent amending the bill? This 
is simply a proposition to consider it. ¢ 

Mr. BROWNE. I hope the gentleman will permit me to give the 
reasons why I am opposed to the consideration of this bill. If 1 under- 


The gentleman from Michigan also. 
Does the gentleman from Wisconsin desire to con- 
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stand correctly there were about 106,000 volunteers, including regulars, 
sailors, and marines engaged in the Mexican war. That service ended 
in 1817, thirty-six years ago; only thirty-six years ago. ; 

In 1879, after the war cf 1812 had been closed for sixty-four years, 
we put all who served in that war for a period of fourteen days or more, 
and the surviving widows of such, on the pension-roll. There was not 
a gentleman in the House who supposed that more than a few hund red 
persons would go on the pension-roll by reason of that legislation, and 
yet, sir, Within a few years there were over 34,000 pensions allowed 
by reason of that service. 

“Now at the end of thirty-six or thirty-seven years we propose to put 
on the pension-roll without regard, as I said, to pecuniary or physical 
condition all who served in the Mexican and inthe Indianwars. There 
were 105,000 or 106,000in the Mexican war alone. The bill not only 
applies to those who served, but to the widows and the infant children of 
those who served in case they havedied. 1 undertake to say it will put 
on the pension-roll more than 50,000 pensioners. 

Many MEMBERS. Oh, no! 

Mr. HEWITT, of Alabama. I know the gentleman from Indiana 
does not wish to misstate the provisions of the bill. 

Mr. BROWNE. Certainly not. 

Mr. HEWITT, of Alabama. The bill provides for putting on the roll 
those who served and the widows who were married to the soldiers prior 
to the time of discharge, and excludes those who have remarried. It 
puts no child of a soldier on the pension-roll. 

Mr. SPRINGER. How many would be put on the roll? 

Mr. HEWITT, of Alabama. Not over a thousand widows. 

Mr. BROWNE. 
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Let me tell gentlemen one thing more; statesmanship requires that 
we should regard not only the present but also the future. L assert that 
there is no government which may be frequently engaged in war that 
dare establish the precedent of putting its soldiers on the pension-rolls 
simply because of service. It wouid destroy any Europeau government; 


; it will destroy the Government of the United States ultimately if the 


| precedent set by this bill becomes the rule; and I want to warn gentle 


| & War once in a generation dare establish such a policy. 
| fore us? 


| years from the conclusion of that conflict mon 


| 750,000 on the pension-roll. 
; can not 
| question confronts us. We 


men of that fact. Nonation maintaining large armies and engaged in 
What is be 
Let us look to our future 
How would it be with regard to the late war? We had in the Union 
Army 2,600,000 men. More than a million and a half of those men 
served for a period exceeding thirty days. At the end of thirty-seven 
than one-half a million 
of those men will be surviving, and there will he of widows trom two to 
three hundred thousand more. Taking the ult of our legislation for 
the survivors of the war of 1812, and this estimate is too low 


Now, if we set the precedent to put the soldiers of the Mexican 
and Indian wars on the pension-roll simply because of service, then 1 
stand up here for the men who went through the recent tiery ordeal of 


the rebellion and say that you should give them equal recognition. By 
this legislation and by the precedent you propose to establish in this 
bill you will put of those soldiers of the late war and of their widows 

they 
This 
future, tor we are 


I want to warn gentlemen of that 
you to do this for the Union sol 


must meet it in the neat 


Are 


escape it. 


| already twenty years from our civil war 


I undertake to say, even with the limitations in the | 


bill the gentleman speaks of, forty or fifty thousand persons would go | 


on the pension-rolls under this actif it becomes a law. From seven to 
ten million dollars will be taken from the Treasury for this purpose in 
the first year, and a hundred millions before we have reached the end 
of this legislation. 

Mr. SPRINGER. Will the gentleman allow me one moment? | 
understand the estimates of the Department place the whole number at 
less than 10,000. 

Mr. BROWNE. I donot care what the estimates are. If the Depart- 
ment had been called on to estimate the number of surviving soldiers 
of the war of 1812 they would have perhaps fixed the limit at a theu- 
sand or less; and yet thirty and odd thousand have gone on the pension- 
roll. 

Mr. BELFORD. I desire toask the gentleman from Indianaa question. 

Mr. BROWNE. [hope the gentleman will wait a moment and I will 
then respond if I have time. 

before I go further I want the House to understand distinctly I am 
willing to put the soldiers of the Mexican and Indian wars on a perfect 
equality with the soldiers of the war of 1812 or soldiers of the Revolu- 
tionary War. In neither of these cases did we put the soldiers of those 
struggles upon the pension-rolls until more than fifty years had passed 
from the conclusion of the war. 

Let me say further: There is no soldier who served in these wars who 
needs assistance from the Government that I will not vote to pension. 
Those who have grown old and infirm and are unable to labor for a 
living I would put there. Those who are in such physical condition 
that they may not be able to perform labor I would put there. Those 
who are pecuniarily unfortunate and are unable to maintain themselves 
with their families I would put there. 

Mr. McMILLIN. Would you require them to swear themsclves 
paupers before you did that? 

Mr. BROWNE. Ah, we did that practically as to the Revolutionary 
soldiers, for their service pension was made to depend on the amount of 
their property, and the man who invaded Mexico or fought the Indians 
is no better than the man that stood by the flag in maintaining the 
independence of the colonies. 

Mr. MCMILLIN. I remember no such provision as to the soldiers 
of the war of 1812. 

Mr. BROWNE. I would make no man say he was a pauper. 

Mr. MCMILLIN. You would have them practically say that. 

Mr. BROWNE. I hope the gentleman understands me. Nobody in 
this country looks upon poverty as a crime. And let me say the Mex- 
ican-war soldier has received in every instance his bounty land-warrant, 
and that has not been given to the Union soldier of the war of the re- 
bellion. Let me say more than that, that to-day the soldier of the 
Mexican war occupies exactly the same position under our pension laws 
that the soldier of the Union Army occupies. You provide here that 
the soldier in the Mexican or Indian war who served only thirty days 
shall get a pension for his services, and for that reason only. But the 
Union soldier who carried his knapsack and cartridge-box through four 
weary years of war, the soldier who faced the dangers of the conflict, 


have been in Congress | 





| survivors of the late 


Having said this much, I have not alluded to the facet that this bill 
proposes to put on the pension-rolls of this country persons who were 
engaged on the side of the rebellion against the Government Since | 
believe | alluded to that 
conflict. IT am not putting my opposition to this bill now on that 
cround, although I confess | am not willing to vote for this bill with that 
provision in it. On this point I may have something to say hereafter 
I put my opposition to the bill now on the broader ground that we 
ought not to establish this precedent We ought to continue to stand 
as near as may be by the rule that pensions are for those who have in 
curred some kind of disability in the military service of the Govern 
ment. I put my opposition to this bill upon that ground, because to 
establish a different principle is dangerous, is very dangerous. I put 
my opposition on the further ground that it puts the soldier in these 
wars above the soldier of the Union Army, of the Army of 1812 and of 
the Revolution. 

I think when I have said this much I have discussed the question 


have Searee ly evel 


candidly. I regret exceedingly to be called upon to oppose any measure 
of gratuity or relief to any soldier of the nation, and I certainly would 


not interpose an objection to this bill except from asense of duty. But 
I believe there are times when the representatives of the people ean at 
least afford to resist wrong, although it may be popular. ‘To the bill in 
its present shape I enter my protest. 

Having said this much I want gentlemen to understand that I will 
cheerfully unite with them in the passage of this measure if they will 
limit the provisions of the bill so as to grant this relief to men who 
need it. I want you tounderstand that, and | want to emphasize that 
declaration in your presence here this aiternoon. I will give relief, 
with the exception stated, to every man who needs it. Ought we to go 
further? It is certainly no humiliation tor an old soldier to say he is 
infirm or poor. Our Revolutionary heroes said this and it brought no 
shame. 

Are you wanting to go further than I have proposed, gentlemen”? 
Are you hoping to manufacture political capital by going further than 
that? Does any party desire to do that? Let us do what is just, let 
us do what is right to these men, and establish a precedent upon which 
the future representatives of the people will not fear to act when they 
come to consider the demands of the million and a half or two m 
unfortunate conflict 
The time of the gentleman from Indiana [Mr 


lliou 


The SPEAKER. 


| BROWNE] has expired. The gentleman trom Missouri [| Mr. Ricr] has 
four minutes of his time remaining. 

Mr. RICE, of Missouri I did not anticipate, Mr. Speaker, and I do 

not now propose, to enter into a discussion of the merits of this bill. 


| Alabama, and then if I have 


who lay in the fever swamps and by the black bayous, gets no pension | 


unless he incurred some measure of disability in the service and in the 
strict line of duty. Are not two, three, or four years of arduous and 

serous service in the Union Army equal to thirty days’ service in 
Mexico or Florida? This bill says not. It gives a pension to thirty- 


day soldiers of the one class and denies it to three and four year sol- 
diers of another class. Why is this? 


The time for that discussion will come when we 
properly. The bill is not now before the 
fix a day for its consideration 
bama [Mr. Hewrrr] 
Mr. BELFORD. I ask the 
Mr. RICE, of Missouri I 


can enter upon it 
ifouse; only a proposition to 
I now vield to the gentleman from Ala 
eentleman to yield to me for one minute 
will yicld first to the gentleman from 
time I will yield to the gentleman from 
Colorado [Mr. BeLrorp] 

Mr. HEWITT, of Alabama. The gentleman from Indiana [M1 
BROWNE] has asserted that pensions for the Revolutionary soldiers and 
the soldiers of the war of 1412 are confined to those in indigent circum 
stances. 

Mr. BROWNE. Pardon me amoment. I stated that the original 
pension law for the Revolutionary soldier was passed because it was al 
leged that the money in which he was paid, the old continental maney, 
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had perished, had ceased to haveany value. In the second place, I as- 
sert that the pension law for the Revolutionary soldiers was grounded 
on the poverty basis. i 

Mr. HEWITT, of Alabama. Itis true that when the act of 1818 was 
first passed, thirty-tive years after the close of the Revolutionary War, 
and not fifty years, as the gentleman from Indiana asserted, there was 
a property limitation. But in 1832 the Northern States, represented 
by such men in the Senate as Mr. Frelinghuysen, of New Jersey, made 
war upon that provision and Congress was forced to wipe it out. I de- 
gire that the Clerk will read an extract I have marked from the speech 
of Scnator Frelinghuysen, of New Jersey, on this subject, made in the 
Benate of the United States in 1832. 

The Clerk read as follows: 

But there were two defects in the system even as thus liberalized. In the first 

Ince, it enacted the humiliating confession of absolute poverty, it required of 
tne aged veteran that he should publicly, in the presence of the sons by the side 
of whose fathers he had foughtand suffe , expose the wretchedness of his con- 
dition ; that he should produce the proof of his pauperism and swear to it him- 
sclf. { have seen these worthies in our public courts of justice exhibit an inven- 
tory of their poverty down to the items of cups and saucers. I have felt hum- 
bled for tay country. Sir, a noble spirit would sometimes exclaim: “I would 
dic in want first... If my country exacts such ignoble conditions let her with- 
oid the miserable pittance. And who, sir, of this Senate does not honor this 
sentiment? It has been honored and vindicated by the manly feelings of this 

community. Public opinion would no longer brook such termsof national 

orand gratitude, and by the concurring indications of pee me 

we are invoked to release these hard conditions; and should a few pa eofa 

favor that do not need it, better so than that even one deserving relic of times so 
dearly cherished should go down to the dust neglected and forgotten. 

The SPEAKER. The time for debate on the pending resolution has 
been exhausted. The question is upon agreeing to the resolution which 
has been read. 

The question was taken upon a viva voce vote, but before the result 
was declared, 

Mr. ATHERTON, Mr. RAY, and others called for the yeas and nays. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 

The question was taken; and it was decided in the affirmative— 
yeas 157, nays 62, not voting 71; as foNows: 


YEAS—157. 
Aiken, Curtin, Knott, Richardson, J. 8. 
Armfield, € Ladd, Ritchie, 
Atherton, Davidson, Latham, Robinson, Jas. 8. 
Atkins, Davis, George R. Leedom, Rosecrans, 
Rarbour, Davis, Lowndes IT, Le Fevre, Scranton, 
Beach, Deering, Lewis, Shultz, 
Belford, De Motte, Lynch, Simonton, 
Belmont, Deze rf, ackey, Singleton, Otho R. 
Rerry, Dibrell, Manning, Smal 
Bisboa, Dowd, Marsh, Smith, Dietrich C, 
Blackburn, Dunn, Mateon, q 
Binnchard, Ellis, McOlure, Speer, 
Bland, Ermentrout, MeOoid, Springer, 

iss, Evins, McCook, Stecle, 

Blount, Flower, McKenzie, s lager, 
Brumpy, Ford, McKinley, Stone, 
Buchanan, Forney, McLean, Jas. H. Thomas, 
Buokner, Fulkerson, MeMillin, Thompson, P. B. 
Burrows, Jos. I. Garrison, Miller, Townsend, Amos 
Butterworth Geddes, Mills, Townshend, R. W. 
< - George, Money, ‘Tucker, 
Caldwell, Gunter, Moo Turner, Henry G. 
Oalkinas, Hardenbergh, Morey, Turner, Oscar 
Cannon, Hardy, Morse, Updegraff, 
Qarlisie, Harmer, Muldrow, Vance, 
Onssidy, Haseltine, Mutchler, Walker, 
Ohapman, Haskell, Nolan, Warner, 
Cardy, Hatch, Oates, Webber, 
Qiark, Herbert, Page, Wellborn, 
Moments, Hewitt, G. W. Payson, Wheeler, 
Cobb, -_ Peellg, White, 

tok, Hoblitzell, Peirce, Whitthorne 
Converse, Holman, Pettibone, Williams, Thomas 
Oook, H Phelps, Willis, 
Covington, Hu Phister, Wilson, 
Cox, Samuel 8. Humphrey, Prescott, Wise, George D. 
Oox, William I Jones, Geo. W Randall, Wise, Morgan R. 
Oravena, Jorgensen, Reagan, 
Oulberson, Kasson, Rice, John B. 
Cullen, Klotz, Rice, Theron M. 

NAYS—@2, 

Anderson, Dingley, Kelley, Sherwin, 
Barr, Dwight, Miles, Skinner, 
Bayne, Erreta, Norcross, Smith, A. Herr 
Bowman, Farwell, Sewell 8. O'Neill, Thompson, Wm. G, 
Bragg, Fisher, Parker, Tyler, 
Brower, Godshalk, Pound, Valentine, 

i Hall, Ranney, Van Aernam, 
Browne, Harria, Benj. W. Ray Van Voorhis, 
Buck, Hazelton, Wadsworth, 
Burrows, Julius O. Heilman, Rice, Wm. W. Wait 
Candler, Hill, Rich, Ward, 

Qarpenter, Hiscock, Robinson, Geo. D. West, 
Qaswell, Horr, Russell, Williams, Chas. G. 
Dhace, noobs, Ryan, Willits. 

», Jadwin, Sooville, 
Dawes, Joyce, Shallenberger, 

NOT VOTING—i1L. 

Alirich, Crowley, Gibson, Hepburn, 
Beitzhoover, Darrall, Grou Herndon, 
Bingham, “% Guenther, Hewitt, Abram 8. 
Black, Dugro Hammond, John Hoge, 
Ce etl, Dunnell, . ae ag N. - —. 
Cornell, Frost, Henderson, Hubbell, 


Hutchins, McLane, Robt. M. Robeson, Talbott, 

Jones, James K. Morrison, Robinson, Wm. E. Taylor, 

Jones, Phineas Mosgrove, Ross, Upson, 

Kenna, Moulton, Scales, Urner, 

Ketcham, March, Bhackelfor, Van Horn, 
King, ® She Washburn, 
Lacey, I Sit n, J. Watson, 
Lindsey, Paul, Smith, J. Hyatt, Wood, Benjamin 
Lord Reese, Spaulding, Wood, Walter A. 
Martin, Richardson, D. P. Spooner, Young. 

Mason, Robertson, t, 


So the motion of Mr. Ric, of Missouri, to suspend the rules was 
to. 


During the roll-call the following announcements were made: 

Mr. ROBINSON, of New York. I am paired with the gentleman 
from Minnesota [Mr. StrAtT]. Not knowing how he would vote if 
present, I have voted ‘‘ay ;’’ but I desire now to withdraw my vote. 

Mr. UPSON. I have voted ‘‘ay;’’ but asI am paired with the gen- 
tleman from Illinois [Mr. ALpRicH], I withdraw my vote. 

Mr. RICHARDSON, of South Carolina. I am paired with the gen- 
tleman from New York [Mr. RicHARDsON]; but having been assured 
that he was present in the House to-day, I have voted ‘‘ay.” 

The SPEAKER. Does the gentleman desire to withdraw his vote ? 

Mr. RICHARDSON, of South Carolina. No, sir. 

The following pairs were announced from the Clerk’s desk: 

Mr. CORNELL with Mr. BLACK. 

Mr. SPAULDING with Mr. JONES of Arkansas. 

Mr. RICHARDSON, of New York, with Mr. BELTZHOOVER. 

Mr. HUBBELL with Mr. BLACKBURN. 

Mr. DUNNELL with Mr. HarRIs of New Jersey. 

Mr. URNER with Mr. MCLANE of Maryland. 

Mr. MASON with Mr. KENNA. 

Mr. DARRALL with Mr. TALBOTT. 

Mr. WASHBURN with Mr. REAGAN. 

Mr. Hovuk with Mr. Ross. 

Mr. SmitH, of New York, with Mr. Hutcurs. 

Mr. HAMMOND, of New York, with Mr. Hewrrtt, of New York. 

Mr. STRAIT with Mr. Roprnson of New York. 

Mr. ALDRICH with Mr. Upson. 

Mr. LACEY with Mr. SCALEs. 

Mr. GUENTHER with Mr. DEUSTER. 

Mr. ROBESON with Mr. HAMMOND of Georgia. 

Mr. FARWELL, of Illinois, with Mr. SHACKELFORD. 

Mr. CAMP with Mr. KING. 

Mr. JONES, of New Jersey, with Mr. Duaro. 

Mr. HENDERSON with Mr. BENJAMIN Woop. 

The result of the vote was announced as above stated. 


ORDER OF BUSINESS. 


The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr. BUTTERWORTH). The gentleman 
from North Carolina [Mr. VANCE] advises the Chair that he was mo- 
mentarily out of his seat when the Committee on Patents was called, 
and that he had been directed by the committee to move the passage of 
a bill. The Chair can only go back in the call by unanimous consent. 

Mr. WISE, of Virginia. I object. 

Mr. VANCE. This bill will take only a few moments. [Cries of 
‘* Regular order !’’] 

WILLIAM B. ISAACS & CO. 

The Committee on War Claims being called, 

Mr. WISE, of Virginia, said: I am instructed by the Committee on 
War Claims tomove asuspension of the rules for the passage of the joint 
resolution which I send to the desk. 

The Clerk read as follows: 


Joint resolution (H. R. 238) for the relief of Willlam B. Isaacs & Co. 


Resolved by the Senate and House of R. iwes of the United States of America 
in Congress assembled, That the petition and claim of William B. Isaacs & 
Co. for certain assets claimed to belong to them, as successors in interest of 
certain banks of Virginia described therein, with the accom nyin pers 
now on file in the House of Representatives, be referred to the Court of laims 
for adjudication ; that wherever papers or affidavits are made or executed 
rsons deceased not interested in the cause they shall be considered as evi- 
ence by the court and given such weight as they may deserve, but wherever 
the affidavits are of living persons the evidence shall be taken in the usual way, 
—oe to crossexamination on behalf of the United States; that the court 
shall fully adjudicate upon the rights of the parties and the ownership of the 
property described in the petition, and render such judgment as to justice may 
obtain, upon finding the fact of ownership or right, either in the petitioners or 
in the United States, or any other persona, to said property. Thesaid petition- 
ers shall not be barred of relief in the said court by reason of any act of limita- 
tions; nor shall said petitioners be bound to make any oath or proof in said 
court except touching the right and justice of their claim. From any judgment 
rendered by the said court either party may, within ninety days from the rendi- 
tion of such judgment, appeal to the Supreme Court of the United States in the 
manner provided by law in other cases of appeal from the Court of Claims. 


Mr. CONVERSE. I demand a second. 

The SPEAKER. If there be no objection—— 

Mr. VALENTINE and Mr. BRAGG objected. 

Mr. CONVERSE. My only object in demanding a second is to have 
some explanation of this bill. 

The SPEAKER appointed as tellers Mr. ConVERSE, and Mr. WISE 
of Virginia. 

The Housedivided; and the tellers reported—ayes 107, noes 41. 





So the motion to suspend the rules was 
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Mr. WISE, of Virginia. Mr. Speaker, on the 2d of April, 1865, at 
the evacuation of the city of Richmond, certain bank oflicers started 
from that city with certain gold coin and bullion belonging to the V im 
ginia banks. They went to the town of W ashington, in the State of 
Georgia, and there remained until about the 24th of May, 1865. On 
that day, with a safe-conduct and permit from General Patrick, they 
started on their return to Richmond with the coin belonging to these 
Virginia banks. On the night of that day they were robbed of one-half 
of their treasure. The bank oilicers, or a portion of them, went to 
Richmond with what remained after this robbery, leaving a portion of 
the bank officers in Georgia to recover the stolen funds. 

On the night of the fellowing day, that is, the day following the 
2th of May, 1865, they recovered nearly $100,000, and returned to 
Washington, Georgia, with the money so recovered. They remained 
there till about the Ist of August, and then removed to Savannah un- 
der a permit from the major-general commanding there. This treas- 
ure was kept in the Bank of Savannah, under the charge of the ofli- 
cers from Virginia, until about the last of August, when an order was 
given by the then President of the United States requiring that this 
treasure should be removed to Washington and placed in the Treasury 
of the United States on deposit. And that was done. Immediately 
after it reached the Treasury, upon a petition signed by the officers of 
the banks, the President ordered an investigation, under the direction 
of the then Attorney-General. And that investigation was had. 

It was unanimously agreed by the President, the then Secretary of 
the Treasury, and the then Attorney-General, after the fullest investi- 
gation, that that money was rightfully the property of the Virginia 
banks. The President then gave an order that it should be returned to 
its rightful owners, but before the execution of that order a joint reso- 
lution was offered in the House of Representatives that it should be 
covered into the Treasury of the United States. In that joint resoln- 
tion there was a clause providing that these claimants should have the 
right to go before the Court of Claims and there establish their claim. 
That clause was stricken out of the joint resolution in the House of 
Representatives, for what reason I do not know, but when it went to the 
Senate it was generally agreed by the Senators, as members will ascer- 
tain by reference to the Congressional Globe of the Fortieth Congress, 
that these claimants should have the right to establish their ownership 
before the Court of Claims. And in that debate the only question which 
was raised was as to whether they could make their claim in the Court 
of Claims under the general law, or whether it was necessary to pass 2 
special act for the purpose. 

Mr. HOLMAN. Will the gentleman let me ask him a question in 
this connection ? 

Mr. WISE, of Virginia. I would rather you would wait till I get 
through with my statement. 

In that discussion Hon. Reverdy Johnson, then Senator from Mary- 
land, maintained that this case came within the general jurisdiction of 
the Court of Claims, and Mr. EpMuUNDs, Mr. SHERMAN, and other Sen- 
ators maintained that a special act was necessary. Butall agreed, and 
especially Mr. EpMUNDs, the Senator from Vermont, that it was right 
to give these claimants a day in court. And he offered an amendment 
to the joint resolution to that effect. But at the instance of Mr. Will- 
iams, of Oregon, the amendment was withdrawn with the express decla- 
ration from Mr. Williams that at some future day, when they had more 
time forconsideration, justiceshould be done to these Virginiaclaimants 

In this connection 1 beg to call attention to the following extracts 
from the debate in the Senate when the joint resolution (H. R. 10) to 
provide for the payment of this coin and bullion into the Treasury was 
under consideration: 

Mr. SuerMan. The House of Representatives, however, has undertaken to 
decide the controversy against the banks. The President undertook to decide 
itin favor of the banks. Itseemsto me thatneither is right. The money ought 
to remain as it is—on deposit in the Treasury—and these banks ought to be au- 
thorized to commence a suit in the Court of Claims to establish their right. By 
the statements made by the Committee on Retrenchment—I have read the re- 

rt—I have no doubt that it was the property of the Confederate States, and is, 

fore, now rightfully the property of the United States; but possibly that 
report may only contain the statement of one side of the question. If that re- 
yma all the factsof the case I should decide in favor of the United States; 

t it seems to me the question ought to be settled by some competent tribunal. 
The Court of Claims is the proper one in suoh case. 

Mr. Epmunps. I wish merely to say that the Senator from Obiois mistaken in 
supposing that the House of Representatives has undertaken to decide this case 

inst the bonds, It has simply provided, as I understand, that this money 

li go intothe Treasury. Thenany claimantof money that is in the Treasury, 
like any other claimant against the Government, of course will prosecute his 
claim in the Court of Claims. 

At first Mr. EpMunDs inclined totheopinion that the Court of Claims 
had jurisdiction of a case like this, but afterward said that he was in 
doubt whether that court could entertain jurisdiction of this claim with- 
out special authority, and declared in favor of giving it, and Mr. Surr- 
MAN also, as appears from the following: 

Mr. SHerman, I move to amend the resolution by adding to ita provision 
that the parties in interest shall have leave to prosecute their claim in the Court 
of Claims, or any words that will effect that purpose. 

Mr. Epmunps. I have drawn an amendment which will perhaps cover it: 

And any party claiming said money and bullion may file a petition to be al- 


and paid the same in the Court of Claims; and said court upon proceed- 
ings as in other cases shall hear and determine such petition.” 


The statements contained in the report of the Committee on Retrench- 





CONGRESSIONAL RECORD—HOUSE. 





1209 





ment referred to by Mr. SHERMAN are not correct, and that report does 
present only one side of the question. 

Now, sir, fornearly twenty years thissum, aggregating nearly a hun- 
dred thousand dollars, has romained in the Treasury, and these people 
simply ask the justice to be heard before the courts of thiscountry. It 
was taken from their custody after the war. It was their treasure, but 
taken upon suspicion, after it had been stolen and recovered, that it 
was the property of the Confederate Statea 

I repeat, Mr. Speaker, that the testimony in reference to this case 
was taken under the eye of a representative of the Government in the 
person of the Attorney-General, and the President, Secretary of tho 
Treasury, and Attorney-General united in reporting this treasure as 
belonging to these claimants. And now, after nearly eighteen years 
they ask only the poor privilege of going before one of the eourts to es- 
tablish their ownership. 

It seems to me, Mr. Speaker, it is asking but little and that the mem- 
bers of this House ean not refuse this slow justice. I will now answer 
the question of the gentleman from Indiana. 

Mr. HOLMAN. ‘The question I wish to ask the gentleman from 
Virginia is this. I had no opportunity of hearing this claim diseussed. 
The statement contained in the report is that on the 2d of April, 1865, 

‘aptain Strother left Richmond with this sum of $246,000 in his charge, 
in company with officers of said banks, who had in their charge about 
$280,000 belonging to said banks. The whole fund was transported in 
the same railway car, but was so marked that each portion was distin 
guishable from the other, each party remaining and being in charge 
and control of its own treasure. Jt was thus carried to Danville, and 
thence on south. At Danville on the &th of April, 1865, Captain 
Strother agreed with the bank oflicers that in the event of his being 
cut off from General Lee’s army he would restore to them the remain 
der of the fund in his hands to be credited on the bonds of the Stat 
which the banks held. 

Now, was not this money loaned by the banks to the confederate 
governmem ? 

Mr. WISE, of Virginia. Not the money which was taken and cov- 
ered into the Treasury by the joint resolution. It is true that the 
banks prior to the evacuation of Richmond had made a loan or agreed 
to make it to the confederacy; but that loan was never consummated. 
It was not the money of the confederate government at all. And that 
is the very question which it is proposed in this joint resolution to have 
adjudicated by the Court of Claims. 

Mr. HOLMAN. If it was not money loaned by the bank to the con 
federate government and restored before the expiration of the time for 
which the loan was made, why is this statement in the report made? 

The object of the loan having failed— 

I read now from the reportin reference to this case: 

The object of the loan having failed it was proper to return the money, and it 
is clear that it was competent for Strotherto repay it, acting as he did under the 
orders of the confederate secretary of war, to whom the money was paid and 
under whose charge it was exclusively placed by the express terms of the loan. 

Now, this passage refers, does it not, to the money that the gentle- 
man claims belongs to these banks and which was covered tnto the 
Treasury by the joint resolution. 

Mr. WISE, of Virginia. I will state to my friend from Indiana in 
substance the facts again. If I had time to have the whole report read 
it would show exactly the basis of the transaction and the action under 
the joint resolution taken by the Government; also the measure of relied 
sought to be obtained. I will state to him that the report shows that 
these parties, when they went before the President and Secretary of the 
Treasury with an application or demand for this money, made not only 
a full statement in regard to that fund but made a statement in refer 
ence to their whole transactions with the confederate government from 
beginning to end, fortified by the necessary proofs, and demonstrated 
that this fund was never under the control of the confederate wovern 
ment, 

Mr. WILSON. Who was the President at that time? 

Mr. WISE, of Virginia. Mr. Andrew Johnson. 

Mr. CALKINS. May I ask the gentleman a question ” 

Mr. WISE, of Virginia. Certainly. 

Mr. BRAGG. Was not Mr. Memminger treasurer of the confederacy, 
or was Mr. Trenholm; and did the contederate treasurer have anything 
to do with it? Let me ask the gentleman, was not an arrangement 
made between these banks and the treasury department of the Conted- 
erate States that the banks were to make a loan of money to the con 
federacy, and was not that arrangement partly carned out by the de 
livery to Captain Strother of a part of the money, he represcuting the 
war department? And then about the time that the money was turned 
over was it not claimed on the part of the banks that there was some 
defect in the arrangement between the secretary of the treasury and 
the banks by which the loan became, not exactly illegal, but the con 


tract to make it was considered inchoate, and thereafter, so soon us the 
Yankee troops came near enongh to show that it was dangerous to have 
the money in that condition, did not the money sro back to the banks? 


Mr. WISE, of Virginia. I will say to the gentleman from Wisconsin 
in answer to his question that there was no danger whatever, to use his 
own expression, of ‘* Yankee troops’’ at that time. 
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Mr. BRAGG. We are not ashamed of that term. 

Mr. WISE, of Virginia. I now yield to the gentleman from Indiana 
for a question. 

Mr. REAGAN. Let me say first that Mr. Memminger was not then 
secretary of the treasury. 

Mr. WISE, of Virginia. No, sir; he had nothing to do with it. 

Mr. REAGAN. 1 wasacting in the capacity of secretary of the treas- 
ury and there was no such arrangement with the confederate authori- 
ties at that time as the gentleman from Wisconsin refers to. 

Mr. WISE, of Virginia. And I would like to add here, Mr. Speaker, 
in this connection, that it is true as stated by the gentleman from Wis- 
consin that there was a partial loan to the Confederate States. But this 
money, to which that joint resolution alludes—the money which was 
taken trom these bank oflicers—it can be proved, and has been proved 
by the evidence in this case, was not the money that was ever proposed 
to be loaned to the confederate government. 

Mr. WILSON. What is the object that the gentleman from Vir- 
ginia has in view? 

Mr. WISE, of Virginia. Simply to allow these parties to go before 
the Court of Claims where the matter can be investigated judicially 
upon legal evidence, and the fact of the ownership of the money estab- 
lished. They only ask an opportunity for a legal hearing. 

Mr. WILSON. Thatisall right. They ought to have it. 

Mr. CALKINS. I desire to ask the gentleman from Virginia whether 
there was not an investigation by the House and a report made with 
reference to this subject by the Judiciary Committee during the Forty- 
sixth Congress? 

Mr. WISE, of Virginia. Yes, sir; and in favor of it. 

Mr. CALKINS. Was there a minority report? 

Mr. WISE, of Virginia. No, sir; there was never a minority report. 

The SPEAKER. The time of the gentleman from Virginia has ex- 
pired. The gentleman from Ohio [Mr. CONVERSE] is recognized to 
control the time in opposition. 

Mr. CONVERSE. _ L yield five minutes tothe gentleman from Indiana. 

Mr. HOLMAN. I think, Mr. Speaker, the real question here is 
whether or not this money was borrowed from the banks by the con- 
federate government, or by the State of Virginia, or by the confederate 
government with the State of Virginia as surety for the return of the 
money; and whether after the object of the loan, which was to pay the 
troops of the confederacy, had been defeated by reason of the collapse of 
the rebellion, the money was not taken from the confederate treasury to 
be returned prior to the time it becamedue tothe banks. For the pur- 
pose of presenting the real points at issue, I ask that the Clerk read the 
portion of the report which I have marked. I think it will be found to 
involve the real question presented here. 

The Clerk read as follows: . 

But assuming that the whole of the money delivered to Strother was properly 
»aid to him, still it would seem that the coin at the time it was sei by the 
Jnited States Government had become and was the private property of the 

banks. The money was loaned by the banks to the State of Virginia to be ap- 
plied exclusively to the subsistence of the army of Northern Virginia. The loan 
was made under circumstances almost amounting to duress. It was stipulated 
that it was not to be paid over to the confederate government nor into the con- 
federate treasury, but directly to the secretary of war or general-in-chief of the 
confederate army, as the governor of Virginia might deem most expedient. It 
was never in the possession of the confederate treasury department, nor under 
the control of the officers of that department; but the warrants for the money, 
for which warrants were issued at all, namely, for the $159,000, were made pay- 


able to the confederate secretary of war, and the money was paid over to Cap- 
tain Strother by his direction. 

When Captain Strother and the bank officers, who were ‘traveling together, 
reached Danville on April 8, 1865, perceiving that they would probably be cut 
off from General Lee's army, and thereby the object for which the loan had 
been made would be defeated, it was agreed between them that in that event 
Strother would pay over to them the coin remaining in his hands; and when 
this anticipation had become a certainty, on the 2lst of April, 1865, at Washing- 
ton, Georgia, General Lee's army having surrendered, and the object for which 
the loan had been made, and to which it could alone be properly applied, hay- 
ing failed, Strother carried out the executory agreement he had previously made 
at Danville, and paid over to the officers of the banks the money remaining in 
his hands, which action was ratified by an order of the confederate secretary of 
war, which had been issued before he made the payment but was not received 
by him until afterward. 

The object of the loan having failed, it was proper to return the money, and 
it is clear that it was competent for Strother to repay it, acting as he did under 
the orders of the confederate secretary of war, to whom the money was paid, 
and under whose charge it was exclusively placed by the express terms of the 
loan—he being constituted really a trustee of the money—and it was competent 
to return it to the banks, they being the creditors ultimately entitled to receive 
it; the substance of the transaction, tinder the terms of the loan, being that the 
banks were the creditors, the confederate secretary of war the principal debtor, 
and the State of Virginia the surety, and the banks being entitled to the benefit of 
any indemnity given by the Confederate States which the act of March 14, 1865, 
provided should be taken, and which the Confederate States were under an obli- 
gation to furnish, though they never actually furnished it. 


Mr. WISE, of Virginia. Will the gentleman from Indiana allow 
me— 

Mr. HOLMAN. I do not yield at this moment. If I understand 
that statement correctly it amounts to this: Strother was quartermas- 
ter-general. This money was borrowed by the confederate govern- 
ment, with the State of Virginia as surety, and money was placed under 
the control of the confederate secretary of war for the purpose of pay- 
ing certain confederate troops. Immediately after this loan was made 
this movement was made southward, as indicated by this statement; a 
collapse of the confederacy began to be manifest. 








Now, before the money became due to the bank, and when it could 
not be applied to the purpose for which it was loaned to the confederacy 
with the indorsement of i:he State of Virginia, inasmuch as it could 
not be applied to that purpose before it became due, the money is re- 
turned to the officers of this bank, who were with Strother and his 
associates in their movements with this money to pay these troops. Is 
not that the substance of the case as here presented ? 

Mr. WISE, of Virginia. I ask the gentleman from Indiana for the 
privilege of having read, to sustain the statement I have made that a 
portion at least of the fund which is in controversy —— 

Mr. HOLMAN. I ean only yield for a question. 

[Here the hammer fell. } 

Mr. CONVERSE. I yield the gentleman from Indiana a few moments 
more. 

Mr. WISE, of Virginia. The gentleman has misrepresented the case 
by having read a portion of this report, which does not apply to the fund 
in question. 

TheSPEAKER. The gentleman from Indiana is entitled to the floor 

Mr. WISE, of Virginia. I ask the gentleman from Indiana to permit 
Wae——- 

The SPEAKER. Does the gentleman from Indiana yield ? 

Mr. HOLMAN. Ifthe gentleman from Ohie [Mr. CONVERSE] thinks 
proper to yield I have no objection. I have the floor only by his court- 
esy. 

Mr. CONVERSE. 
Maine. 

Mr. HOLMAN. If that portion of the report which was read does 
not present the facts as to this fund, but refers to some other fund, will 
the gentleman from Virginia explain why some other fund is being dis- 
cussed so minutely when the real fund is entirely different ? 

Mr. WISE, of Virginia. The report sets out the whole transaction 
with regard to all bullion taken by the Virginia banks to Georgia, but 
a subsequent part of this report shows that of the money recovered 
from the robbers a portion at least was never in the hands of Strother. 
And it is established by clear proof: 

The SPEAKER. Does the gentleman from Indiana yield the floor? 

Mr. HOLMAN. My time has expired and I return the floor to the 
gentleman from Ohio [Mr. CoNVERSE]. 

Mr. CONVERSE. I yield to the gentleman from Maine [Mr. Rrep} 
the balance of my time. 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman from Maine is recognized for eight 
minutes. 

Mr. REED. I desire to preface what I want to read by a single word 
of my own. It will be noticed this bill is somewhat peculiar in its 
character. It provides that affidavits which have never been subjected 
to cross-examination shall be used as evidence in the case. In addition 
to that here is this very singular passage in the bill: 

The said petitioners shall not be barred of relief in said court by reason of any 
act of limitation; nor shall said petitioners be bound to make any oath or proof 
in said court except touching the right and justice of their claim. 

In every other claim similarly situated loyalty has had to be proved. 
Whether that ingenious form of words is intended to avoid that or not 
I do not know. But probably it would be construed to avoid it. 

Now, there would seem to be a very decided objection to such a pro- 
vision in a case as suspicious as this is upon the report of the gentle- 
man from Virginia himself. If the proof of loyalty is to be avoided in 
such a case as that there is no reason on earth why we should not go 
back and take up the whole series of Southern claims whereof I had 
supposed this country had got forever rid by the consent of all parties 
in interest on either side of the question. I should be sorry for one if 
we should by any haphazard accident, such as the passage of a bill 
under suspension of the rules, open up that question again. Thiscoun- 
try is tired and sick of it. Our people believe that losses of the war of 
this character, after the lapse of nearly twenty years, should rest where 
they fell. The Republican party, this side of the House, has been of 
that opinion for a long time; and for the last two years I had indulged 
the consolatory hope that the other side were like-minded. And I 
hope this vote may prove such to be the fact. Now I desire to send to 
the Clerk’s desk to be read—— 

Mr. WISE, of Virginia. Will the gentleman from Maine allow me to 
ask him a question ? 

Mr. REED. Certainly. 

Mr. WISE, of Virginia. Under the statute as to captured and aban- 
doned property has the proof of loyalty ever been required ? 

Mr. REED. I will not undertake to answer that question positively 
at this moment—— 

Mr. WISE, of Virginia. I will undertake to say never. 

Mr. REED. I think the act itself provides for it. 

Mr. WISE, of Virginia. No, sir. 

Mr. REED. And the only difficulty about it has been this, that there 
has been a decision of the Supreme Court that a pardon rehabilitates the 
man, and that if it could be got at now and the statute of limitations 
were removed loyalty might not have to be proved; but the statute of 
limitations is dead against it and has ended it, and the struggle, for the 
last two years at least, to remove the statute of limitationsseems to have 
ceased. 


I have agreed to yield time to the gentleman from 
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Here is a part of the report presented to the House March 15, 1867: 


There can be no dispute that the banks loaned the State of Virginia $300,000 
in coin expressly to be advanced to the rebel government. The banks received 
State bonds as security, and the State received a confederate order for 2,000,000 
pounds of cotton in payment. The contract was complete in law. From that 
moment the coin became forfeited to the United States Government. 

Before the 21st of April, to wit, on the 9th, Lee had surrendered. On the 18th 
Johnson had commenced negotiating for surrender; the chief of the Confeder- 
acy was disguised and in flight; the headquarters of the rebellion, with all its 
hopes and treasures, were in an army wagon hastening to get beyond the Mis- 
sissippi. It is idle to pretend that Ca tain Strother had the shadow of right to 
act as administrator of the effects of the dead confederacy and defraud this Gov- 
ernment of its legal spoils of war. After the surrender of Lee all the property 
of the confederacy by that act passed to the control ofthe United States Govern- 
= erether had no more right to give to the Richmond banks $223,929 than he 
had to give them 223,000 muskets had they been in his possession. It wasa fraud 
upon this Government. The agents of the banks were participes criminis, and 
the banks should not receive any benefit therefrom, no matter what became of 
the property afterward. It wa8a conversion for the full amount at the time they 
took it. a : ‘ - 

The coin taken from Strother, with their own, was safely deposited in Wash- 
ington, Georgia, by the banks’ agents. They had no right to attempt its re- 
moval to Richmond, and therefore became liable to the Government for the 
amount, no matter how lost. 


Mr. BEACH. From what is the gentleman reading? 

Mr. REED. From areport read to the House of Representatives, 
March 15, 1867, at the time the joint resolution complained of passed 
the House, and it passed the Senate afterward. 

Mr. WILLITS. In two days. 

Mr. REED. Passed the Senate in two days afterward. 

Mr. WISE, of Virginia. Allow me to say in reply to the statement 
of the gentleman in reference to the statute of limitations, that no stat- 
ute of limitation could ever have run against people who have always 
from the beginning been denied the right to appear in court. And will 
the honorable gentleman also pardon me 

The SPEAKER. Does the gentleman yield? 





Mr. REED. Yes, I yield; I have no objection to this line of argu- 


ment. 

Mr. WISE, of Virginia. Allow me to say that the evidence is clear 
to the effect that at least a portion of this fund was never in the posses- 
sion of Captain Strother and never belonged to the Confederate States. 
The evidence is clear to that effect. 

Mr. REED. Very well. The case now rests upon the report made 
by the gentleman from Virginia himself [Mr. WISE], who has just ad- 
dressed the House, and the report which was made to the House in 1867. 
They seem to agree, and I think the conclusion which we come to ought 
to be unanimous. 

Mr. REAGAN. Allow me to say to the gentleman from Maine [ Mr. 
REED] that the fact has been referred to that the committee reported 
favorably on this claim in the Forty-sixth Congress, and I add that 
General Butler reported favorably on it in the Forty-fifth Congress. 

The SPEAKER. The time for debate upon the pending motion to 
suspend the rules has expired. 

Mr. HORR. I call for the yeas and nays upon the motion to suspend 
the rules and pass the bill. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 


The question was taken; and it was decided in the negative—yeas 64, 


Ritchie, 
Robinson, Geo. D. 
Robinson, Jas. S. 
Ryan, 

Scoville, 
Scranton, 
Shallenberger 
Sherwin, 

Shultz, 


Aldrich, 
Barbour, 
Beltzhoover 
Berry, 
Black, 
Blackburn, 
Blanchard, 
Bliss, 
Bowman, 
Buck, 
Buckner, 
Burrows, Jos. H 
Butterworth 
Camp, 
Carlisle, 
Cassidy, 
Colerick, 
Cornell, 
Crowley 
Curtin, 
Darrall, 
Dawes, 
Deering 
Dugro, 
Dunnell, 


So (two-thirds not voting in favor thereof) the motion to suspend the 


Skinner, 

Smalls, 

Smith, A. Herr 
Smith, Dietrich C. 
Sparks, 

Spooner, 

Steele, 
Stockslager 
Thomas, 


Thompsen, Wm. G. 


Townsend, Amos 


Townshend, R. W. 


Tyler, 
Valentine, 
Van Aernam, 
Van Horn, 
Van Voorhis, 
Wadsworth, 


NOT VOTING—%8. 


Errett, 

Farwell, Chas. B 
Farwell, Sewell 8. 
Flower, 

Ford, 

Frost, 

Fulkerson 
George, 

Gibson, 
Hammond, John 
Hammond, N, J 
Hardenbergh, 
Harris, Henry 8 
Haskell, 
Henderson, 
Hepburn, 
Herbert, 
Herndon, 
Hewitt, Abram 8. 
Ilewitt, G. W 
llooker, 

Houk, 

Hiubbell, 
Hutchins, 
Jacobs, 


rules was not agreed to. 
The following additional pairs were announced: 
Mr. YOUNG with Mr. RANDALL. 
Mr. BOWMAN with Mr. SHELLEY. 


Jadwin, 

Jones, James K. 
Jones Phineas 
Kasson, 

Kelley, 

Kenna, 
Ketcham 

King, 

Klotz, 

Martin, 

Mason, 
McKinley 
MeLane, Robt. M 
Morrison, 
Morse, 
Mosgrove 
Moulton, 
Murch, 

Nolan, 

Pacheco 

Paul, 

Randall, 

Reese, 
Richardson, D. P 
Robertson, 


Wait, 

Walker, 

Ward, 

Watson, 

Webber, 

West, 

White, 

Williams, Chas. G 
Willits 


Robeson, 
Robinson, Wm. FE 


Scales, 
Shackelford, 
Shelley, 
Singleton, Jas. W 
Smith J. Hyatt 
Spaulding 

Speer, 

Strait, 

Talbott 

Paylor, 

lurner, Osear 
Updegrat!, 
Upson, 

Urner, 
Washburn 

Wise, Morgan R 
Wood, Benjamin 
Wood, Walter A 
Young 


nays 128, not voting 98; as follows: 


YEAS—4. 

Aiken, Cravens, Tlouse, Simonton, 
Armfield, Culberson, Jorgensen, Singleton, Otho R. 
Atkins, Davidson, Knott, Springer, 

and, Davis, Lowndes H. Latham, Stone, 

Blount, Dezendorf, Leedom, Thompson, P. B. 
Buchanan, Dibrell, Manning, Tucker, 
Cabell, Dowd, McKenzie, Turner, Henry G. 
Caldwell, Dunn, MeMillin, Vance, 
Chapman, Ellis, Money, Warner, 

Clardy, Evins, Muldrow, Wellborn, 
Clark, Forney, Mutchler, Wheeler, 
Clements, Garrison, Oates, Whitthorne, 
Cook, Hardy, Phister, Williams, Thomas 
Covington, Hatch, Reagan, Willis, 
Cox, Samuel §. _ Hoblitzell, Richardson, J.S. Wilson, 
Cox, William R. Hoge, Rosecrans, Wise, George D. 

NAYS—128. 

Anderson, Converse, Hiscock, Miller, 
Atherton, Crapo, Hitt, - Mills, 

Sarr, Cullen, Holman, Moore, 

Rayne, Cutis, Horr, Morey, 

Beach, Davis, George R. Hubba, Neal, 

Belford, De Motte Humphrey, Norcroas, 
Belmont, Deuster, Jones, Geo. W O'Neill, 
Bingham, ne a § Joyce, Page, 
Bisbee, Dwight, ‘ Parker, 
Bragg, Ermentrout, Ladd, Payson, 
Brewer, Fisher, Le Fevre, Peelle, 
Briggs, Geddes, Lewis, Peirce, 
Browne, Godshaik, Lindsey, Pettibone, 
Brumm, Grout, Lord Phelps, 
Burrows, Julius C. Guenther, Lynch, Pound, 
Calkins, Gunter, ackey, Prescott, 
Campbell, Hall, Marsh, Ranney, 
po . > te Ww Methun Rey, 

on, nj. W ure, 

Carpenter, Haseltine McCoid, Rice, John B. 
Caswell, Hazelton, McCook, Rice, Theron M. 
Chace, . McLean, Jas. H. Rice, Wm. W. 
Cobb, Hill, es, Rich 





Mr. WISE, of Virginia. I ask unanimous consent to print some ad 
ditional remarks upon this subject. 

There was no objection, and leave was granted accordingly. [See 
Appendix. ] 

MESSAGE FROM THE SENATE. 

A message from the Senate, by Mr. SYMPsOoN, one of its clerks, an- 
nounced that the Senate had passed a bill (S. 2264) to authorize the 
erection of certain bridges and to establish them as post-roads, in which 
the concurrence of the House of Representatives was requested. 

The message further announced that the Senate directed the Secre- 
tary to communicate to the House of Representatives the papers in rela- 
tion to the claims of Julia A. Nutt, executrix of Haller Nutt, late of 
Natchez, Mississippi. 

ORDER OF BUSINESS. 

Mr. RYAN. I move that the House now adjourn. 

Mr. MOORE. Before that motion is put, I ask leave to introduce a 
bill for reference. 

There was no objection. 

THOMAS T. STRATTON. 

Mr. MOORE, by unanimous consent, introduced a bill (H. R. 7311) 
for the relief of Thomas T. Stratton, assignee of W. B. Waldran; which 
was read a first and second time, referred to the Committee on Claims, 
and ordered to be printed. 

JULIA A. NUTT. 

The SPEAKER laid before the House papers in relation to the claim 
of Julia A. Nutt, widow and executrix of Haller Nutt, late of Natchez, 
Mississippi, transmitted to the House by the Senate; which was referred 


| to the Committee on War Claims. 


EDUCATION. 

Mr. SHERWIN asked and obtained consent for the reprinting of re 
port No. 1214 of the Committee on Education and Labor of the House 
of the first session of the present Congress on the subject of the bill re 
lating to education, and which to-day was made a special order by the 
House. 

CLERKS IN THE NAVY DEPARTMENT. 

The SPEAKER also laid before the House a letter from the Secretary 
of the Navy, transmitting a list of the clerksin the Navy Department, 
in compliance with section 194 of the Revised Statutes; which was re 
ferred to the Committee on Expenditures in the Navy Department, and 
ordered to be printed. 

COMPLETION OF IRONCLADS. 

The SPEAKER also laid before the Housea letter from the Secretary 
of the Navy, transmitting an additional report from the naval advisory 
board as to the wisdom and expediency of completing the iron-clad 
steamers Monadnock, Puritan, Amphitrite, and Terror; which was re 
ferred to the Committee on Appropriations. 

BANKRUPT LAW. 

Mr. PEELLE. I ask unanimous consent to have printed in the 
RECORD resolutions which were adopted by the representative business 
men in the city of Indianapolis a few days ago, protesting against the 
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enactment of a bankrupt law. The resolutions are short and will not 
occupy more than a dozen lines in the RecoRD, if that; and I ask that 
they may be printed in full in the Recorp. 

There being no objection, the following resoiutions were ordered to 
be printed in the Rncorp, and referred to the Committee on the Judi- 
ciary: 

Whereas there are now pending before the Senate and House of Representa- 
tives of the United States various bills providing for ageneral bankruptlaw; and 

Whereas all former laws of this character have in our opinion been failures, 
amd detrimental rather than beneficial to the country at large; and 

Whereas the business of the country is now in a prosperous condition, and we 
believe there is neither demand nor necessity existing for such law: Therefore, 

Resolved, That we earnestly protest against the passage of any general bank- 
rupt law by the Congress of the United States, intending to express by such pro- 
test our conviction that such laws are opposed to sound principles, injurious to 
the business interests of the country, and subversive of good morals. 

Resolved, That our Senators and Representatives be furnished by the secretary 
with copies of the proceedings of this meeting, and requested to present the 
same to their respective bodies, and to use their best efforts to defeat the passage 
of the proposed measure. 


WITHDRAWAL OF PAPERS. 


Mr. DIBRELL, by unanimous consent, obtained leave to withdraw 
from the files of the House papers relating to the claim of Jasper L. 
Moyers, Cumberland County, Tennessee, for reference to the Quarter- 
master-General for settlement, there being no adverse report. 

Mr. MOORE, by unanimous consent, obtained leave to withdraw, 
with accompanying papers, the bill (H. R. 2680) for the relief of Mrs. 
Sally Jarratt, executrix, for reference to the Quartermaster General. 

The motion of Mr. RYAN was then agreed to; and accordingly (at 4 
o’clock and 14 minutes p. m.) the House adjourned. 





PETITIONS, ETC. 

The following petitions and papers were laid on the Clerk’s desk, under 
the rule, and referred as follows: 

By the SPEAKER: Resolutions adopted by the Bar Association of 
the State of Ohio, urging the passage of Senate bill commonly known as 
the Davis bill, now pending in the House of Representatives—to the 
Committee on the Judiciary. 

By Mr. BLANCHARD: The resofations of the New Orleans Auxiliary 
Sanitary Association, relative to the National Board of Health—to the 
Select Committee on the Public Health. 

By Mr. BREWER: The petition of David E. Clark and others, ex- 
Union soldiers, praying that pensions may be granted toall soldiers and 
sailors of the late war who were confined in rebel prisons—to the Select 
Committee on the Payment of Pensions, Bounty, and Back Pay. 

By Mr. BUCKNER: A bill to establish a post-route from Troy, Mis- 
souri, to Chain of Rocks—to the Committee on the Post-Office and Post- 
Roads. 

By Mr. BUTTERWORTH: The petition of Major Ely McClellan and 
30 others, officers of the United States Army, for passage of a law retir- 
ing officers at 62 years of to the Committee on Military Affairs. 

Also, the petition of the Underwriters’ Association of Cincinnati, for 
passage of the Sherman substitute for House bill 5656—to the Com- 
mittee on Ways and Means. 

By Mr. CALKINS: The resolutions adopted at a meeting of business 
men of Indianapolis, Indiana, in relation to pending bankrupt bills— 
to the Committee on the Judiciary. 

By Mr. CANNON: The petitions of Dr. W. M. Chambers and 147 
others, of Charleston, Illinois, and V. B. Clifton and 37 others, of Cerro 
Gordo, Illinois, favoring the continuance of the immigrant inspection 
service—to the Committee on Appropriations. 

By Mr. CLEMENTS: Papers relating to the claim of Joshua Sumner, 
of Georgia—to the Committee on War Claims. 

Also, a bill to continue the improvement of Coosa River in Georgia 
and Alabama—to the Committee on Commerce. 

By Mr. COLERICK: The petition of Charles F. Muhler and others, 
citizens of Fort Wayne, Indiana, for reduction of duty on tin-plate and 
sheet-iron—to the Committee on Ways and Means. 

By Mr. CROWLEY: The petition of Laura Hosmer, for relief and 
pension—to the Committee on Pensions. 

By Mr. CULLEN: The petition of Cigar-makers’ Union of Ottawa, 
Nlinois, relative to duty on imported cigars—to the Committee on Ways 
and Means. 

By Mr. CURTIN: The petition of the subscribers to the stock of the 
centennial exposition, held in Philadelphia in 1876, for an appropria- 
tion to pay the deficit arising from the inadequacy of the receipts to pay 
expenses, with memorial of central board of finance—to the Committee 
en Appropriations. 

By Mr. G. R. DAVIS: The petition of E. G. Culow and others, of Chi- 
cago, Illinois, praying that Congress will take immediate steps to ex- 
terminate the disease of pleuro-pneumonia in cattle in this country— 
to = yee on ry ey ee ton 5 

, the petition of the Chicagb Law Institute, praying for passage 

—_ nate bill to create a court of appeals—to the Committee on the 
ciary. 

miinots, ag petition of F. TH. Bools and 27 others, citizens of Chicago, 


against increase of duty on tin-plate—to the Committee on 
Ways and Means. 








By Mr. DEUSTER: The petition of Mathew O’Regan, for increase 
of pension—to the Committee on Invalid Pensions. 

By Mr. DINGLEY: Memorial of the Woman’s Christian Temperance 
Union of Maine, for national prohibition of the importation and saleof 
intoxicating liquors—to the Select Committee on the Alcoholic Liquor 


Cc. 

By Mr. ERMENTROUT: The petition of dealers in wines and spirits, 
urging the passage of the Sherman substitute for bill H. R. 5656—to 
the Committee on Ways and Means. 

By Mr. FLOWER: The petition of John W. Kramer, relative to the 
duty on quinine—to the same committee. 

By Mr. HARDY: The petition of W. R. Jaunivier and other work- 
ingmen of the city of New York, protesting against an increase of duty 
on tin-plate and sheet-iron—to the same committee. 


y. By Mr. HORR: The petition of the Michigan Sportsmen’s Associa- 


tion, for the enactment of a law for the preservation of game—to the 
Committee on the Judiciary. 

By Mr. HOUK: The petition of Isaac Stennett, of Limestone County, 
Alabama, for relief—to the Committee on War Claims. 

Also, the petition of W. C. Shelton, for relief—to the Committee on 


By Mr. KASSON: The petition of the sanitary officers of Des Moines 
and of business men of Des Moines, Iowa, for an appropriation for the 
continuance of the immigrant inspection service under the National 
Board of Health—severally to the Committee on Appropriations. 

By Mr.LORD: The petition of the Michigan board of health, forsan- 
itary inspection of immigrants—to the Committee on the Public Health. 

By Mr. McKINLEY: The petition of J. A. Long and 182 others, 
citizens of Akron, Ohio, relative to the duty on tin-plate—to the Com- 
mittee on Ways and Means. 

By Mr. J. H. MCLEAN: The petition of citizens of Saint Louis, for 
the passage of Senate substitute for House bill No. 5656—to the same 
committee. 

By Mr. MILLER: The petition of A. W. Williams, employé in the 
House folding-room, for relief—to the Committee on Accounts. 

By Mr. MORSE: The petition of the Newburyport (Massachusetts) 
Marine Society, protesting against the transferof the Life-Saving Service 
to the Navy Department—to the Committee on Commerce. 

Also, the petition of the presidents of the several marine insurance 
companies of Boston, Massachusetts, for the establishment of a light- 
ship on the outside of Cape Hatteras—to the same committee. 

By Mr. PAYSON: The petition of citizens of Kankakee, Illinois, for 
an appropriation for the immigrant inspeetion service—to the Commit- 
tee on the Public Health. 

By Mr. PEELLE: The petition of Mullaney & Hay, J. R. Ross & 
Co., and 10 others, wholesale liquor dealers of Indianapolis, Indiana, 
for passage of the Sherman substitute for bill H. R. 5656—to the Com- 
mittee on Ways and Means. 

By Mr. PETTIBONE: The petition of David A. Harrison, for relief— 
to the Committee on Claims. 

By Mr. PHELPS: The petition of the president and other officers 


| comprising the faculty of Yale College, with reference to the appoint- 


ment of superintendent of the United States Naval Observatory, and 
asking that the new building for the observatory may be constructed 
under the direction of a commission of scientific men—to the Commit- 
tee on Naval Affhirs. 

By Mr. PRESCOTT: Paper relating to the pension claims of Cynthia 
Shaw, widow of James B. Shaw, and of James Rodegan—severally to 
the Committee on Invalid Pensions. 

Also, the petition of James Vorhees, relative to fees paid pension 
agents—to the same committee. 

Also, the petition of Ann Brooks, widow of Anthony Brooks, for 2 
pension—to the Committee on Pensions. 

By Mr. D. P. RICHARDSON: The petition of George Davenport and 
others, of H. C. McKay and others, of W. F. Wormley and others, of 
William Edminister and others, of C. W. Gamper na | others, and of 
George W. Lowell and others, of New York, relative to the tax on to- 
bacco—to the Committee on Ways and Means. 

By Mr. W. E. ROBINSON: Paper relating to the claim of James H. 
Conant—to the Committee on Claims. 

Also, the petition of John Maxheimer and others, protesting against 
an increase of duty on tin-plate and sheet-iron—to the Commitice on 
Ways and Means. 

By Mr. SCRANTON: The petition of members of the bar of Montour 
County, Pennsylvania, for passage of bill to establish the northern judi- 
cial district of Pennsylvania—to the Committee on the Judiciary. 

By Mr. SHALLENBERGER: The petition of William C. Ramscy, 
guardian of the minor children of Robert H. Ramsey, deceased, asking 
for a pension for said children—to the Committee on Invalid Pensions. 

By Mr. SPARKS: The resolutions of the Law Institute of Chicago, 
Illinois, for passage of Senate bill creating a court of appeals--to the 
Committee on the Judiciary. 

By Mr. STEELE: The petition of James McLean and Thomas Ii. 
Norton, for repayment of $3,200 required of and paid by them on ac- 
count of entry of coal lands of the United States—to the Committee 
on Private Land Claims. 
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By Mr. WAIT: The petition of citizens of New London, Connecti- 
cat, relative to duty on tin-plate and sheet-iron—to the Committee on 
Ways and Means. vf ne ; 

By Mr. WATSON: The petition of wine and spirit dealers of Pitts- 
burgh, and of Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, for extension of bonded 

riod on distilled spirits—severally to the same committee. 

By Mr. WHEELER: A bill for the improvement of the Tennessee 
River at the Mussel Shoals—to the Committee on Commerce. 

By Mr. C. G. WILLIAMS: The letter of the Secretary of State rela- 
tive to the decoration of the third class of the Order of the Bust of the 
Liberator, which the Government of Venezuela conferred upon Hon. 
Wo. M. SPRINGER, a member of the House of Representatives—to the 
Committee on Foreign Affairs. 

By Mr. M. R. WISE: The petition of Blume & Co. and 75 others, 
relating to the report of the Tariff Commission—to the Committee on 
Ways and Means. ; 

Also, the petition of C. H. Kimball and others, and of J. R. Smith 
and others, relative to the duty on tin-plate—severally to the same com- 
mittee. 

Also, the petition of John Gibson & Son and 50 others, and of A. 
Overholt & Co. and 50others, urging the passage of the Sherman bill— 
severally to the same committee. 

Also, the petition of John Armstrong, of Corry, Pennsylvania, for 
relief—to the Committee on Claims. 

By Mr. YOUNG: The petition of The San Bernardino Borax Mining 
Company and others, of California and Nevada, relative toa tax upon 
crude borax, boracic acid, and borate of lime—to the Committee on 
Ways and Means. 

Also, memorial of the New York board of trade and transportation 
line, in relation to the duty on tin-plate, bottles, leaf-tobacco, and cigars— 
to the same committee. 

Also, the memorial of H. F. West, Brother & Co. and others, protesting 
against increase of duty on foreign pottery—to the same committee. 

Also, the petition of Bloom & Co. and many other firms of New York, 
asking that no increase of duty shall be placed on imported chicory— 
to the same committee. 

The following petitions for reductionof the duty on sugar were pre- 
sented and referred to the Committee on Ways and Means: 

By Mr. ALDRICH: Of Charles W. Merriam and 161 others, citizens 
of Chicago, Illinois. 

By Mr. BEACH: Of J. P. Chase and 21 others, citizens of Orange 
County, New York, and John L. Crane and 33 others, of Rockland 
County, New York. 

By Mr. BELMONT: Of Edward Oakes and 40 others, citizens of Stony 
Brook, Suffolk County, New York, and N. B. Rogers and 34 others, of 
Hampton, New York. 

Also, of J. I. Baker and 57 others, citizens of Yaphauk, and of James 
Dobbin & Son and 80 others, of Port Richmond, New York. 

By Mr. CALKINS: Of Jerry Blair and 21 others, of Plymouth, In- 


By Mr. CANNON: Of G. H. Terry and 43 others, of Humbolt, Ili- 
nois; R. D. McDonald and 82 others, of Danville, Illinois; S. D. Lloyd 
and 39 others, of Arcola, Illinois; and Charles H. Gones and 71 others, 
of Catlin, Illinois. 

By Mr. CHACE: Of 2,771 citizens of the State of Rhode Island. 

By Mr. COLERICK: Of FE. E. Bolyard and 172 others, citizens of 
Monroeville, Indiana, and Herman Freygang and 78 others, citizens of 
Angola, Indiana. 

By Mr. COVINGTON: Of Z. P. Wheaton and 75 others, citizens of 
Stockton, and Charles E. Harrison and 79 others, of Saint Michaels, 
Maryland. 

By Mr. CROWLEY: Of citizens of the State of New York. 

By Mr. CULLEN: Of L. B. Ketcham, G. D. Henning, and 200 others 
of Leland, Plano, and Seneca, Illinois. 

By Mr. CURTIN: Of 231 citizens of Lewisburgh, Pennsylvania. 

By Mr. DEERING: Of Gage & Ayres and 29 others, of Nora Springs, 
Towa; J. C. Moore and 77 others, of Rockford, Iowa; and G. G. Pritch- 
ard and 20 others, of Belmont, Iowa. 

By Mr. DE MOTTE: Of J. N. Mallon and 22 others, of Francesville, 


iana. 
mn | Mr. DWIGHT: Of O. P. Hains and 45 others, of Nichols, New 
ork. 

By Mr. GEDDES: Of J. H. Fry, jr., and 63 others, citizens of Sul- 
phur Springs, Ohio. 

By Mr. GODSHALK: Of David Davis & Co. and 46 others, citizens of 
Lower Marion, Pennsylvania. 

By Mr. GUENTHER: Of C. A. Smart and 21 others, of Wild Rose, 

isconsin. 

; By Mr. HEPBURN: Of Bell & Hall and 80 others, citizens of Coun- 

cil Bluffs, Iowa. 

By Mr. HILL: Of 36 citizens of Parsippany, of 36 citizens of Mil- 
= of 32 eitizens of Madison, arf of 28 citizens of Chatham, New 


ersey. 
<n Mr. HORR: Of Adams, Barrow & Co. and others, citizens of Alma, 


nd of Andrew Summerfield and others, citizens of East Saginaw and 
vicinity, Michigan. 
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By Mr. KETCHAM: Of Thomas Alexander & Co. and others, of Glen- 
ham, New York. 

By Mr. MATSON: Of R. Snyder and 39 others, citizens of Columbus, 
and of George B. Moore and 79 others, of Ellettsville, Indiana. 

By Mr. MCKINLEY: Of L. W. Raver and 17 others, citizens of Arm- 
strong, Ohio; S. W. Lambright and 79 others, citizensof Canal, Fulton 
County, Ohio; George A. Vogleson and 79 others, citizens of Colum- 
biana County, Ohio; J. E. Loud and 52 others, citizens of Navarre, Ohio. 
onat Mr. MORFY: Of J. E. Robinson and 69 others, of Springborough, 

110. 


saat Mr. NEAL: Of H. T. Halland 30others, citizensof Wheelersburgh, 
rio. 


By Mr. PARKER: Of Louis F. Simons and 77 citizens of Henvelton, 
New York. 

By Mr. PEELLE: Of JamesC. Smith, John Carter, and 47 others, citi- 
zens of Fairland, Shelby County, Indiana. 

By Mr. PRESCOTT: Of 2 citizensof Whitestown, 31 citizensof Rome, 
33 citizens of Clayville, 96 citizens of Rome, 78 citizens of Utica, and 63 
citizens of Forest Port, New York. 

sy Mr. RANNEY: Of Frederick A. Morrill and 3,025 othersof Boston, 
Massachusetts. 

By Mr. RAY: Of George Whittier and 50 others, of Everett; of Will- 
iam O. Folsom and 56 others, of Henniker; of William Butterfield and 
29 others, of Windham; of Edwin Moorhouse and 77 others, of Tilton; 
of L. G. Warren and 35 others, of Lyme; of Prescott & Clark and 44 
others, of Auburn; of Morrill & Merrill and 55 others, of Hillsborough; 
of William B. Little and 11 others, of Atkinson; of William P. Frost 
and 20 others, of Durham; of C. C. Gerrish & Co. and 8 others, of Ber- 
lin; of G. D. Tilton and 24 others, of Gazo; of O. J. Martin and 32 
others, of Hinsdale; of Burus W. Pattee and 44 others, of Enfield; of 
KE. 8S. Kimball and 70 others, of Woodsville; of G. G. Davis and 17 
others, of Marlborough; of William Bailey and 19 others, of Claremont; 
of Norris C. Griffin and 26 others, of Thornton Ferry; of R. L. Smiley 
and 29others, of North Sutton; of Pettee & Co. and 62 others, of Derry; 
of A. D. Hammond and 38 others, of Gilsum; of S. L. Fletcher and 
63 others, of Charlestown; of Nathan Whittaker and 79 others, of North 
Conway; of Willard G. Jones and 45 others, of Rindge; of C. G. 
Matthews and 8 others, of Hancock; of Josiah Turner and 24 others, 
of Sunapee; of A. A. Beckwith and 14 others, of Drewsville; of H. B. 
Bullard and 18 others, of West Sutton; of George W. Marston and 12 
others, of Newton; of E. L. Plummer and 29 others, of Laconia; of 
Arthur Tucker and 149 others, of Lake Village; of A. D. Greely and 
10 others, of Pelham; of George W. Miner and 27 others, of Haverhill; 
of J. A. Carlton and 36 others, of Conway; of James Stearns and 20 
others, of Wilmot; of David D. Webster and 68 others, of Meredith; 
of H. T. Alexander and 50 others, of Bristol; of George E. Prime and 
36 others, of John Cashman and 13 others, of Frank P. Carpenter and 
61 others, of Manchester; of N. F. Lund and 20 others and of Amos 
Blanchard and 30 others, of Concord; of Charles F. Ham and 77 others, 
of S. R. Leighton and 23 others, and of J. C. Hutchins and 56 others, 
of Dover; of R. Byrne and 43 others and of Frank P. Brown and 29 
others, of Whitefield; of F. A. J. Smart and 35 others, of Effingham; of 
Jedidiah Rand and 77 others, of Rye; of John M. Fox and 36 others, 
of Mount Vernon; of James A. Foster and 44 others, of Nashua; of 
David T. Dale and 70 others, of Chester; of Willard Brothers and 69 
others, of Orford; of D. E. Proctor and 46 others, of Wilton; of Alonzo 
H. Sawyer and 59 others, of Alton; of H. E. Frye and 74 others, of 
Portsmouth; of Levi Richardson and 57 others, of E. S. Gilchrist and 
43 others, of Franklin; of Howard Locke and 16 others, of William 
Plummer and 38 others, of Great Falls; of William P. Ball and 5 oth- 
ers, of C. C. Leighton and 21 others, of Walpole, New Hampshire. 

By Mr. D. P. RICHARDSON: Of William Ayer and 74 others, of 
Elmira, New York; R. C. Voseand 78 others, of Corning, New York; J. 
A. Bendy and 71 others, of Elmira, New York; 58. Hopkinsand 36 others, 
of Woodhull, New York; and E. M. Hathaway and 36 others, of Wood- 
hull, New York. 

By Mr. SHERWIN: Of 60 citizens of Marengo, Ilinois. 

By Mr. SPAULDING: OfE. B. Ward and 39 others, of Laingsburgh, 
Michigan. 
3y Mr. TAYLOR: Of Richards Brothersand 79 others, of Ashtabula, 
Ohio. 

By Mr. WADSWORTH: Of 80 citizens of Livingston County, New 
York. 

By Mr. WARD: Of J. W. Rennady and 39 others, of Kemblesville, 
Pennsylvania. 

sy Mr. WEBBER: Of F. D. Glazier and 56 others, of Whitehall, 
Michigan. 

By Mr. WILSON: Of John T. Griffin and 150 others, citizens of 
Clarksburgh, West Virginia, and George Ross and 12 others, of Weston, 
West Virginia. 

sy Mr. G. D. WISE: Of C. H. Taylor and 33 others, of Ashland, Vir- 


nia. 

By Mr. M. R. WISE: Of 78 citizens of Fayette City, and of 74 citizens 
of Livermore, Pennsylvania. 

By Mr. YOUNG: Of William De Armond and 55 others, of Linnwood, 
Ohio; P. Moock and 59 others, of Reading, Obio; and A. Merilees and 
59 others, of Glendale, Ohio. 
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SENATE. 
TUESDAY, January 16, 1883. 
The Senate met at 11 o’clock a.m. Prayer by the Chaplain, Rev. J. 
J. BuLLocK, D. D. : 
The Journal of yesterday’s proceedings was read and approved. 


NOTICES OF BUSINESS. 


Mr. HOAR. Mr. President, I should like to be permitted to give 
notice at this time that as soon as the pending measure in the morning 
hour is out of the way I shall desire to call up the bankruptcy bill for 
action. That bill had the right of way and was recommitted for the 
convenience of the Senate to the Committee on the Judiciary after it 
had passed one stage, and was entitled to the right of way, as I claim, 
when the tariff bill was taken up; and therefore, in the morning hour, 
after the measure which comes over from yesterday is disposed of, I 
shall ask to take up that bill. 

Mr. PLATT. I should like to give a notice. I donot, of course, de- 
sire to antagonize the bankruptcy bill; I am quite interested in having 
it considered; but there is a matter which it seems to me ought to be 
taken up next, and that is the bill to regulate the practice in patent 
suits. I believe there isa very great demand and necessity for the pas- 
sage of some bill on that subject, and I must insist as soon as the pend- 
ing matter, the Holladay claim, is out of the way that the Senate shall 
take up that bill. 

Mr. HARRISON. I desire to support the suggestion of the Senator 
from Connecticut. I have had numerous communications from my 
own people in reference to that matter, and as a lawyer I have had ob- 
servation of the practice under our present patent laws. I think there 
are abuses connected with their administration, affecting especially the 
West, to a degree which calls for immediate relief to a very large class 
of our people by some appropriate legislation. An almost endless num- 
ber of patent suits are brought in the Federal jurisdiction in the West 
by which people are drawn two hundred miles from their homes to de- 
fend actions for damages for infringements of patents or the use of pat- 
ented articles where the damages claimed and recovered will not amount 
to $10 in each case, and when the fees of the marshal of the United 
States for serving the writ of summons are on an average twenty-five 
or thirty dollars. The continuance of this sort of thing is actually 
bringing the Federal jurisdiction into disrepute, and I think there is 
an urgent demand for some appropriate legislation. 

Mr. HOAR. 1 wish my friend, before he sits down, would permit 
me to say I am on the committee which helped to frame that bill, and 
have given a great deal of personal attention to it. I think the bill is 
right in principle and I believe will certainly almost wholly extirpate 
the evil of which the Senator and his constituents complain, while it 
does, I believe, no injustice to any honest and just right of the inventor. 
Being of that opinion I shall feel bound to co-operate in secing that the 
bill is taken up at an early day and disposed of. I wish to say that 
the character of that bill is such that I am quite sure it will have no 
difficulty in promptly passing the Senate. I think I know enough of 
the opinion of the Senate to know that it will pass by nearly a general 
acquiescence. I hope, therefore, the Senator will not find it his duty 
to insist on that bill being used in antagonism to the bill which I have 
in special charge, which is partly under consideration. 

I desire to say that if the bankruptcy bill shall be taken up, and if 
it shall turn out that it lasts more than two or three hours, so that the 
Senator feels the least uneasiness about the fate of the patent bill, I 
shall consent to lay the bankruptcy bill aside temporarily and take up 
his bill. I hope we shall not have any contest. Feeling an interest in 
both bills, I do not want to see them opposing each other. 

Mr. HARRISON. In supporting the suggestion of the Senator from 
Connecticut, that the bill regulating patent suits should be taken up, I 
did not mean to commit myself to the bill in its present terms. The 
Senator from Massachusetts will recollect that the bill was reached in 
the regular call of the Calendar at the last session, and that I then pro- 
posed an amendment to the bill, and when that amendment was pro- 
posed objection was made to the further consideration of it by the 
Senator from Massachusetts. 

Mr. HOAR. No. 

Mr. HARRISON. 
BLAIR], perhaps. 

Mr. HOAR. My impression is that the Senator’s amendment, if I 
remember it aright, can be accepted, or at any rate an amendment going 
nearly as far as his does, to which he will probably assent, without the 
destruction of the vajae of the bill. I do not believe there is going to 
be any debate or any conflict of a about that bill, or about the 
Senator’s proposed amendment, which is to increase the sum, I think. 

Mr. HARRISON. That was one of the amendments I had prepared, 
to increase the sum to $50. 

I want to say in reference to the bankruptcy bill that I do not agree 
with the Senator from Massachusetts that there is a present urgency for 
the consideration of that measure by the Senate. I do not believe 
there is a prospect of that measure becoming a law at this session. I 
think this other measure is fairly entitled, by reason of its importance 
and the interest felt in it, to precedence. 


It was the Senator from New Hampshire [Mr. 





Mr. HOAR. I have no doubt we shall be able to make an arrange- 
ment in regard to it. 

Mr. PLATT. May I be indulged in just one further suggestion? 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The morning business is first in or- 
der. 

Mr. PLATT. I am aware of that; but these are both important 
matters. I do not suppose any discussion here now will fix any defi- 
nite order of business, but it seems to me it may help to facilitate the 
business. It occurs to me that if the Senator from Indiana and tho 
Senator from Massachusetts were agreed that the bankruptcy bill might 
be taken up and then laid aside temporarily for the patent bill it would 
be well, for I agree with the Senator from Massachusetts that I do not 
think the latter will provoke a long discussion. 

Mr. HOAR. We shall have no difficulty in making an arrangement. 

Mr. BLAIR. It seems to be going by general consent that Senators 

are arranging the order of business in such a way that others by silence 
will be understood to be giving consent. It is well known, I suppose, 
that the educational bill was the unfinished business, and I do not wish 
it to be understood that I waive any right to move its consideration at 
any time. 
Mr. HOAR. If my friend will pardon me, this notice of mine re- 
lates only to the unexpired portion of the morning hour. The educa- 
tional bill has precedence for the latter part of the day, as it stands as 
the regular order. 

Mr. BLAIR. I understand precisely what the Senator’s suggestion 
related to. I do not know that any measure has precedence as to the 
unexpired portion of the morning hour any more than with reference 
to the unexpired portion of the time after 1 o’clock when the tariff bill 
is disposed of. The session is being gradually eaten away by this effort 
to force bills out of their order upon the Calendar into consideration in the 
morning hour. I do not wish, as the matter moves along, to waive any 
right which I may have to press the educational bill for early consid- 
eration, so that it shall not be pushed aside for the session by any meas- 
ure whatever. 

EXECUTIVE COMMUNICATION. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore laid before the Senate a communication 
from the Secretary of War, transmitting, in compliance with sectiong229 
of the Revised Statutes, a statement showing the contracts made by the 
War Department and its bureaus on behalf of the United States during 
the fiscal year ending June 30, 1882; which was referred to the Com- 
mittee on Military Affairs. 

PETITIONS AND MEMORIALS. 

Mr. INGALLS. I present a petition numerously and reputably 
signed by citizens of Coffey County, Kansas, praying for an increase in 
the rate of pension now allowed to certain soldiers. I move its refer- 
ence to the Committee on Pensions. 

The motion was agreed to. 

Mr. CAMERON, of Wisconsin. I present the petition of Mr. Foster 
Henshaw, of this city, claiming that his property has been greatly dam- 
aged by certain so-called local improvements, and praying that he be 
permitted to bring an action in the Court of Claims. I move the refer- 
ence of the petition to the Committee on the District of Columbia. 

The motion was to. 

Mr. CHILCOTT presented a memorial of the Board of Tradeof Pueblo, 
Colorado, remonstrating against any reduction of the duty on lead; 
which was ordered to lie on the table. 

Mr. LOGAN presented a memorial of jobbers and manufacturers of 
Chicago, Illinois, using tin-plate, remonstrating against any increase of 
duty on that article; which was ordered to lie on the table. 

Mr. FARLEY presented a petition of the Trinidad and San José Sil- 
ver Mining Company of California, praying for a certain amendment of 
the treaty between Mexico and the United States; which was referred 
to the Committee on Foreign Relations, and ordered to be printed. 


REPORTS OF COMMITTEES. 


Mr. HARRISON. I am directed by the Committee on Military At- 
fairs, to whom was referred the bill (8. 2190) for the relief of Marcus A. 
Reno, to submit an adverse report thereon and recommend its indefi- 
nite postponement. The bill was introduced by the Senator from Penn- 
sylvania [Mr. CAMERON] by request. 

The bill was postponed indefinitely, and the report was ordered to be 

rinted. 

Mr. PLUMB. I am instructed by the Committee on Appropriations, 
to whom was referred the bill (H. R. 7049) making appropriations for 
the service of the Post-Office Department for the fiscal year ending June 
30, 1884, and for other purposes, to report it with amendments. I give 
notice now that to-morrow morning during the morning hour, imme- 
diately after the conclusion of the regular formal morning business, I 
shall ask for the consideration of the bill. 

Mr. DAWES, from the Committee on Indian Affairs, to whom was 
referred the petition of members of the Ottawa tribe of Indians pray- 
ing that their lands be patented to them in severalty, reported a bill (S. 
2369) to provide for the allotment of lands in severalty to the Ottawas 
of the Indian Territory, and for other purposes; which was read twice 
by its title. 
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He also, from the same committee, to whom was referred the bill (S. | = Mr. JOHNSTON asked and, by unanimous consent, obtained leave to 
2336) to accept and ratify an agreement made by the Pah-Ute Indians, | introduce a bill (S. 2378) for the relief of Sarah E. Rose; which was read 
and granting a right of way to the Carson and Colorado Railroad Com- | twice by its title, and referred to the Committee on Claims. 
pany through the Walker River reservation in Nevada, reported it He also asked and, by unanimous consent, obtained leave to intro 
without amendment. ne | duce a bill (8. 2379) for the relief of William A. Courtenay, agent ot 

Mr. MAXEY. Iam instructed by the Committee on Military Af- the Clyde line of steamers; which was read twice by its title, and re 
fairs, to which was — nha. (8. ae oe the ns ig of cameo ferred to the Committee on Commerce. 

Ss. P. ford, to submit an adverse re ereon and recommenc ’ La gon pore 
a cee pass. For the reasons phe 9 A the report I ask that the | Bis enya AND ATLANTIC RAILROAD ¢ OMPAN) 
bill be indefinitely postponed. Mr. GORMAN. I ask wnanimous consent to reconsider the vote by 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The bill will be indetinitely post- which the bill (H. R. 6625) to authorize the W dishington and Atlantic 
poned, and the report will be printed. Railroad Company to extend a railroad into and within the District of 

Mr. WALKER, from the Committee on Indian Affairs, to whom was Columbia was postponed indetinitely = with aviK Ww to have it recommit 
referred the bill (S. 2287) for the relief of E. C. Chirouse, reported it ted to the Committee on the District of Columbia. 
without amendment, and submitted a report thereon, which was or- The I RESIDEN r pro tempore. ‘The order will be made if there be 
dered to be printed. no objection, T he Chair hears none. 

Mr. GROVER, from the Committee on Military Affairs, to whom was Mr. ROLLINS subsequently said: I desire to call the attention of 
referred the bill (S. 1711) making appropriations for military roads in the Senate to the proposed action in reference to a District railroad bill 
the Territory of Idaho, reported adversely thereon; and the bill was I do not think the Senate understood what it was asked to do in that 

indefinitely. case, 

DOTA MERON, or Wisconsin, from the Committee on Indian Af- The PRESI DENT pro lempore. The bill had been reported back and 
fairs, to whom was referred the bill (S. 2229) for the relief of Joseph postponed indetinitely, wund on the request of the Senator trom Mary 
H. Blazer, submitted an adverse report thereon, which was ordered to land the vote was reconsidered and the bill reecommitted 
be printed; and the bill was postponed indefinitely. _ Mr. GORMAN. I asked unanimous consent of the Senate to recon 

Mr. LOGAN, from the Committee on Military Affairs, to whom was sider the vote by which the bill w as indefinitely postponed, by request 
referred the bill (S. 2278) to authorize the sale of the Baton Rouge | Of the sub-committee of the Committee on the District of Columbia 
arsenal and grounds, reported it with an amendment. who had charge ot the bill, with a view to having it recommitted to the 

Mr. INGALLS, from the Committee on Indian Affairs, to whom was | Committee on the District of Columbia. Soe 
referred the bill (S. 2236) for the relief of J. G. Fell, Edward Hoopes, ‘The PRESIDENT pro t mpore. It there is objection to it the Chair 
and George Burnham, trustees of the Walnut Grove Gold Mining Com- | Wil! put the question again. The Senate probably did not understand 
pany, submitted an adverse report thereon, which was ordered to be it. The notion to reconsider can be entered. 
printed; and the bill was postponed indefinitely. | Mr. ROLLINS. It is too late to enter a motion to reconsider. 

Mr. HILL, from the Committee on Post-Oflices and Post-Roads, to; Mr. GORMAN. By unanimous consent it can be done. I stated 
whom was referred the bill (H. R. 5661) to modify the postal money- | When I made the motion that IT asked unanimous consent. 
order system, and for other purposes, reported it without amendment, Mr. ROLLINS. But I do not think the Chair understood it 
and submitted a report thereon, which was ordered to be printed. Mr. EDMUNDS. Let the title of the bill be announced. 

Mr. HARRISON, from the Committee on Military affairs, to whom || The AcTINGSEcRETARY. A bill (I. R. 6625) to authorize the Wash 
was referred the bill (H. R. 5653) for the relief of Kirk W. Noyes, re- | mgton and Atlantic Railroad Company to extend a railroad into and 
ported it without amendment, and submitted a report thereon, which within the Distr ict of Columbia. 
was ordered to be printed. he PRESI DENI pro t mpore. Is there Unanimous consent to en 

WILLIAM R. DOWNING. — a — to reconsider the vote by which the bill was indetinitely 
postponed ¢ 
Mr. LOGAN. L ask leave to report from the Committee on Military . ae. GORMAN. 
Affairs the bill (S. 1340) for the relief of the heirs at law of William R. 
Downing, deceased. This bill was sent to the House and was there 
amended. ‘The Committee on Military Affairs report in favor of con- 
curring in theamendment ofthe House. [ask that it may be done now, 
80 a8 to save a committee of conference. 

The amendment of the House of Representatives was to strike out all 
after the word ** dollars,’’ in line 10, and insert: 








I desire to state that the sub-committee of the 
Committee on the District of Columbia who had this matter under con 
sideration reported adversely on the bill as it was framed and passed by 
the House. Since then there is a very great desire to have the bill 
amended so as to permit an entirely different line from the one originally 
proposed to enter the city. After consideration I was instructed to re 
quest unanimous consent to have the vote by which the bill was indeti 
nitely postponed reconsidered and the bill recommitted to the Com 
As may be shown he is justly entitled to in the settlement of his accounts as | mittee on the District of Columbia for further consideration 


assistant quartermaster of the United States, although the proper vouchers of Mr. ROLLINS. Iwasa member of the sub-committee and I have 
the items of credit are not produced, if evidence is furnished thatthe said items collects  eneh acti 
in equity and justice ought to be credited. | no recollection of such action. 


Mr. GORMAN. Not upon this bill? 
Mr. ROLLINS. Certainly. 
BILLS INTRODUCED. Mr. GORMAN. The Senator is mistaken. 

Mr. ANTHONY asked and, by unanimous consent, obtained leave to Mr. ROLLINS. My object in calling the attention of the Senate to 
introduce a bill (S. 2370) to amend section 3780 Revised Statutes; which this matter is to ascertain whether it is possible to reconsider a vote ot 
was read twice by its title, and referred to the Committee on Printing. this kind when the bill was indefinitely postponed during the last ses- 

Mr. ALLISON asked and, by unanimous consent, obtained leave to | Sion of Congress. _ 
introduce a bill (8. 2371) granting a pension to Emma A. Tuttle; which The PRESIDENT pro lempore. It can be done by unanimous con 
was read twice by its title, and, with the accompanying paper, referred | Sent. ‘ ; 
to the Committee on Pensions. Mr. ROLLINS. That may be true, but the Senate did not unde1 

Mr. BECK asked and, by unanimous consent, obtained leave to in- | Stand what it was doing. 
troduce a bill (S. 2372) for the relief of John Finzer & Brothers; which The PRESIDENT pro tempore. De novo, then, the Senator trom 
was read twice by its title, and referred to the Committee on Finance. | Maryland asks unanimous consent to reconsider the vote by which the 

Mr. MILLER, of New York, asked and, by unanimous consent, ob- bill was indefinitely postponed, with a view to having it recommitted 
tained leave to introduce a bill (S. 2373) to authorize the construction | to the Committee on the District of Columbia. Is there objection? 
of a bridge across the Niagara River; which was read twice by its title, Mr. INGALLS. Really I suppose there should be no objection to 
and referred to the Committee on Commerce. this. The railroad company originally asked permission to come down 

He also askedand, by unanimous consent, obtained leave to introduce | Rock Creek for the purpose of reaching the river and obtaining a south- 
a bill (S. 2374) to authorize the construction and maintenance of a bridge | ¢™ connection over that route. They have since abandoned that, and 
across the Niagara River; which was read twice by its title, and referred | NOW desire an amendment by which they may enter the District paral 
to the Committee on Commerce. lel with the Baltimore and Potomac Railroad. It isno more than just 

He also asked and, by unanimousconsent, obtained leave to introduce | that the subject should be considered by the committee, and I can see 
a bill (S. 2375) toauthorize the construction and maintenance of arail- | 20 Objection to the motion being allowed. 
way bridge across Niagara River; which was read twice by its title, and The PRESIDENT pro tempore. Is there objection to reconsidering the 
referred to the Committee on Commerce. : vote by which the bill was indefinitely postponed during the last ses 

He also asked and, by unanimous consent, obtained leave to intro- | Sion? The Chair hearing no objection, the order will be made, the 
duce a bill (S. 2376) to prevent the importation of adulterated teas; | Vote reconsidered, and the bill recommitted to the Committee on the 
which was read twice by its title, and, with the accompanying papers, | District of Columbia. 
referred to the Committee on Commerce. BEN HOLLADAY. 

Mr. CONGER asked and, by unanimous consent, obtained leave to in- Mr. JONES, of Nevada. Mr. President—— 
troducea bill (S. 2377) to authorize thestockholders of the First National The PRESIDENT pro tempore. If there be no “‘ concurrent or othe: 
Bank of Grand Rapids, Michigan, to amend the fifth article of the arti- | resolutions,”’ the morning hour is closed. 
cles of association of the said bank; which was read twice by its title, Mr. COCKRELL. I ask for the regular order, which is the Calen 
and referred to the Committee on Fiance. dar. 


The amendment was concurred in. 
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Mr. JONES, of Nevada. I move to set aside the regular order for 
the purpose of taking up the bill (8. 1683) for the relief of Ben Holla- 
day. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. ‘The Senetor from Nevada moves to 
postpene the Calendar. 

The motion was agreed to. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The Calendar is postponed. The 
question is now whether the Senate will proceed to the consideration of 
the bill for the relief of Ben Holladay. 

The motion was agreed to; and the Senate, as in Committee of the 
Whole, resumed the consideration of the bill (8. 1683) for the relief of 
Ben Holladay. . 

Mr. CAMERON, of Wisconsin. Before the discussion is renewed, I 
wish to occupy the attention of the Senate for about two minutes for 
the purpose of referring to two errors which the Senator from Ver- 
mont [Mr. MORRILL], who discuased this bill yesterday, fell into, in- 
mivertently of course. I find in his speech, on page 9 of to-day’s REc- 
ORD, the following: 

Let us look at the history of this claim. Mr. Holladay became a mail con- 
tractor in 1860, and from 1861 to 1864 had the overland mail contract at one mill- 
ion a year, 

The original contract under which Mr. Holladay carried the mails 
from the Missouri River to Salt Lake City was entered into in 1857. 
The contractors were John Butterfield, William B. Dinsmore, William 
G. Fargo, and others. The contract was entered into on the part of 
the United States by Aaron V. Brown, then Postmaster-General. The 
contractors agree in this contract to carry the mails from the Mississippi 
River to San Francisco, California, as follows: 

From Saint Louis, Missouri, and from Memphis, Tennessee, converging at 
Little Rock, Arkansas; thence via Preston, Texas, or as nearso asmay be found 
advisable to the best point of crossing the Rio Grande, above El] Paso and not 
far from Fort Fillmore; thence along the new road being opened and constructed 
under the direction of the Secretary of the Interior to or near Fort Yuma, Cali- 
fornia; thence through the best passes and along the best valleys for safe and 
expeditious staging to San Francisco, California, and back twice a week, in good 
four-horse es or spring-wagons, &c, 

The consideration that the United States agreed to pay for this serv- 
ice was $600,000a year. In 1861 this contract was modified by the con- 
sent of the United States and the contractors. The modification was 
raade on the 12th of March, 1861, as follows: 

Pursuant to act of Con approved 2d March, 1861, and the acceptance of 
the terms thereof by the Overland Mail Company, modify the present contract 
with that company for route No. 12571— 

That is the route under consideration— 


executed 16th September, 1857, to take effect 16th September, 1858, so as to dis- 
continue service on the present route, and to provide for the transportation of 
the entire letter mail, six times a week, on the central route; said letter mail to 
be carried through in twenty days’ time eight months of the year, and in twenty- 
three days the remaining four months of the rene. from “aint Joseph, Missouri 
(or Atchison, in Kansas), to Placerville, in California, and also for the delive 
of the entire mail three times a week each way to Denver city and Great Salt 
Lake City ; and in case these mails do not amount tu six hundred pounds per 
trip, then other mail matter to make up that weight per trip to be conveyed; 
but in any event the entire Denver city and Salt Lake City mails ard the entire 
letter mail for California to be conveyed. The contractorsalso to be required to 
convey the residue of all mail matter in a period not exceeding thirty-five days, 
with the privilege of sending the latter semi-monthly from New York to San 
Francisco in twenty-five days by sea, and the public documents in thirty-five 
days. And to be required also, during the continuance of their contract, or until 
the completion of the overland telegraph, to run a pony express semi-weckly, 
ata schedule time of ten days, eight months of the year, and twelve days four 
months of the year, and to convey for the Government, free of charge, five 
»ounds of taail matter, with oe of my <p the public, for transportation of 
etters by said express, not exceeding one doll.r per half ounce. The P 
sation for the whole service to be $1,000,000 per annum. . 


I presume it was this that led the Senator from Vermont into the error 
which he unquestionably did fall into. Mr. Holladay was not the con- 
tractor to carry the mails through from the Missouri River to Placer- 
ville, California, but from the Missouri River to Salt Lake City, and 
for this service, instead of receiving a million dollars per annum he re- 
ceived, as is stated in the report, $450,000. Out of this he paid the 
Pacitic Mail Company $75,000 a year for carrying the printed matter 
to the Pucitic coast by water. 

Mr. MORRILL. May I inquire of the Senator whether Mr. Hol- 
laday was not a party in interest in the Overland Mail Company ? 

Mr. CAMERON, of Wisconsin. I understand that he was not. He 
became surety for the Overland Mail Company, and was compelled to 
assume the obligations of that company. In that way he got into the 
company. I understand that he was not interested in the Overland 
Mail Company, except as I have stated. 

Mr. MORRILL. I will say that I very hastily gathered together the 
documents in relation to this matter, and I may have made a mistake 
as to the date; but I have the report of the Postmaster-General show- 
ing the large number of contracts in which Mr. Holladay has been in- 
terested, and some were of different dates, 1862, 1863, 1864, and so on. 
I find that the Postmaster-General represented him to have been in 
partnership or concerned in ten, I believe, af these contracts. 

Mr. CAMERON, of Wisconsin. The Senator will observe that they 
are all small contracts. 

Mr. MORRILL. No, sir. I observe that one of them is $365,000, 
another $317,000, another $156,000, another $186,000; and the whole 
computed, if they were in the same year, would amount to $1,113,600, 











The compensation is very large. I had always understood, and never 
heard it before disputed, that he did receive a million dollars for the 
contract between 1860 or 1861 and 1864, and afterward took it for 
$860,000, instead of the million. 

Mr. CAMERON, of Wisconsin. Well, the Senator is in error in regard 
to that matter. That is all the answer I have to make. 

Mr. MORRILL. I think not much in error. 

Mr. CAMERON, of Wisconsin. I wish to refer to another statement 
which I think is erroneous. In the speech of the Senator, on page 9 of 
to-day’s Recorp, I find this statement: 

I do not think there is any doubt but that the whole business was very remu- 
nerative, but whether it was so or not, he did not call upon the Government at 
the expiration of his contract in 1864 to reimburse him for losses or even to in- 
crease his compensation for the continuation of his contract, but again took the 
same contract over the same line of travel, and before any railroads had been 
constructed across the continent, for $840,000, instead of a million dollars, or for 
$160,000 leas. 

The Senator has again fallen into an error, as I have already stated, 
in regard to the compensation paid to Mr. Holladay under this second 
contract. The contract of 1864, if he will examine the public docu- 
ment which I see he has in his hand, is thereon page 8. The contract 
was made by the United States with Mr. Holladay on the 19th of 
August, 1864. It provides: 

For transporting the mail on route No. 14260, from Atchison, Kansas (or Saint 
Joseph, <p ty to Salt Lake City, Utah Territory, daily (excluding paper and 
document mails for the Pacific coast, which are to be sent by sea), supplying all 
intermediate offices on the route, and supplying Denver city, Colorado Terri- 
tory, by side mail, in due connection with the main linedaily, by aschedule sat- 
isfaetory to the Department, at $365,000 per year. 

The statement of the Senator was that for this contract Mr. Holladay 
received $840,000 a year. It appears from the contract which the Sena- 
tor himself had in his hand at the time he made his statement that the 
consideration paid was $365,000. 

Before I sit down I desire to refer to the Congressional history of this 
case. On the 27th of March, 1866, a petition for the relief of Mr. Hol- 
laday was presented to the House of Representatives. It was referred 
by the House to the Committee on Indian Affairs and soon thereafter— 
the exact date I have not got—it was reported back from that commit- 
tee by the present senior Senator from Minnesota [Mr. WINnDomM ] favor- 
ably. The House bill came to the Senate, it was amended in the Sen- 
ate on May 17, and returned, so amended, to the House. The House 
refused to coneur in the Senate amendment. A committee of confer- 
ence was appointed, but it does not appear that the committee ever 
reported. So the bill or resolution, whichever it was, failed at that 
time. 

In 1867, on December 5, leave was granted by the House of Represent- 
atives to Mr. Holladay to withdraw his papers. Thereupon they were 
withdrawn from the House by Mr. Holladay. On the 25th of March, 
1872, the senior Senator from West Virginia [Mr. Davis] presented in 
the Senate the memorial of Mr. Holladay. It was referred by the Sen- 
ate to the Committee on Indian Affairs. It was reported back by that 
committee and committed to the Committee on Claims. It does not 
appear that the Senate Committee on Claims in 1872 took any action 
upon it except what appears from the statement made by the Senator 
from West Virginia yesterday. 

In 1873 Mr. Holladay’s petition for relief was again presented to the 
House of Representatives, and in 1874 his petition was presented in the 
Senate. In 1876 Mr. Mitchell, then a Senator from Oregon, introduced 
a bill referring the whole matter to the Court of Claims. In 1878 this 
bill was considered by the Senate Committee on Claims and reported 
back. The bill provided that the whole claim should be referred to 
the Court of Claims for hearing and adjudication. This bill was con- 
sidered by the Senate on the 3d of May, 1880, and I think for some 
days subsequent to thattime. TheSenate did not agree to the recom- 
mendation of the committee, but the bill was recommitted to the com- 
mittee with instructions to examine the claim and report what amount 
was, in the opinion of the committee, equitably due to Mr. Holladay. 
In view of this recommendation the committee did review the claim, 
did call numerous witnesses before it, and in 1881, reported a bill pro- 
viding for the payment of $526,739. This bill was considered in the 
Senate and amended so as to provide for the payment of $100,000, and 
thus it passed the Senate. It went to the House of Representatives, 
but no action, so far as I am advised, was taken upon it by the House. 

In the present Congress Mr. Holladay’s petition was presented carly 
in the last session. It was considered by the Committee on Claims, 
which provided for the payment of $321,154. The claim has also been 
considered by the House Committee on Claims of the present Congress, 
and that committee adopted the Senate report upon the bill and re- 
ported it back to the House, recommending the payment of the sum of 
$321, 154. 

Mr. PLUMB. Mr. President, I do not suppose that anything I can 
say will add to the knowledge the Senate already has about this bill. 
I certainly have no desire to discuss it further; but with the convictions 
I have upon this claim I can not avoid restating some of the conclusions 
at which I have arrived, which will govern my vote, and the correct- 
ness of which I have as little doubt of as of any other subject that I 
have come to the consideration of. 

The ground upon which this claim stands has been somewhat shifted 
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since it was last considered in the Senate. It now stands upon one 
fundamental proposition according to the report of the committee, and 
that is the promise of the then President of the United States, Mr. Lin- 
coln, that Congress should reimburse Mr. Holladay. That is relied 
upon to take this case out of that vast class of cases known as damage 
cases on account of Indian depredations upon mail-routes known as 
star-routes, by horseback or stage. 

Of course if this foundation fails, if no such promise was made, then 
there is nothing to hang this bill upon. On the other hand, if the 
promise was invalid in law and in equity—and when I say ‘‘in equity ”’ 
I mean in that court of conscience in which we, all of us more or less, 
are administrators of justice—then of course that claim must entirely 
tail. If it should be held that there was a valid, subsisting promise, 
the question then comes as to the amount which Mr. Holladay should 
recover. 

I have examined this case, as laid before the committee, somewhat 
carefully, not recently, however, but it is the same case submitted and 
upon the same proof that it was submitted at the last Congress. I have 


had some little, and only a little, practice in the trial of causes, but I ° 


say, With a great deal of deference for lawyers like the Senator from 
Wisconsin and others who have examined or claim to have examined 
this case, that I should not expect to win a case for any considerable 
sum of money based on testimony such as is presented in this case. I 
do not believe it is possible for anybody to say that according to the 
rules of testimony which prevail in the courts or which should prevail 
anywhere where the judgment of men is to be convinced beyond per- 
adventure, there is testimony of any considerable consequence showing 
the value of the property which Mr. Holladay claims to have lost. 

I do not mean to say that is conclusive against the claim in all its 
parts, but itis conclusive against a large portion of it, because while it 
may be shown that a horse has been lost, or a bushel of corn, yet there 
is no adequate testimony showing the value of the horse or the corn. 
Some portion or the claim, then, must certainly disappear. 

I have noticed one thing which seems to me a little singular, that all 
the witnesses who testified on behalf of the Government are regarded 
and treated by this committee as absolutely without credibility. No 
credence whatever has been given to one single line or syllable of the 
testimony which any witness testified toon behalf of the Government. 
Where a witness for the Government testified that a station was worth 
$750, the committee have taken the testimony of Mr. Holladay’s partner 
or employé of indefinite character fixing it at three times that amount. 
Wherever a witness testified that corn was worth 6 cents a pound, and 
some one else has put into this case, surreptitiously or otherwise, a mem- 
orandam showing that it was worth 20 cents a pound, the committee has 
given Mr. Holladay 20 centsa pound. This bill as originally reported pro- 
vided for paying Mr. Holladay $520,000 upon certain items accompanying 
the report. Those items figured up, giving every single one of them its full 
amountas stated in the document, amounted to less than $400,000. 
other words, so great was the haste, so perfect and cast-iron was the deter- 
mination that Mr. Holladay should have absolutely what he claimed, 


that the committee gave him more than $120,000 beyond what his bill of 


items showed him to be entitled to; and for the purpose of illustrating it 
further, as I did at the last session of Congress, I call attention to the fact 
that when it comes to providing for the paymentofcorn destroyed at J ules- 
burgh, with so much hasteand with so little care for the interests of the 
Government and with so little relation to the testimony was the case ex- 


amined and decided that they put in for corn destroyed to the extent of | 


3,000 or 4,000 pounds that was not claimed for at all. 

Mr. President, it is stated in this testimony by witnesses whose 
credibility has not heen impeached, it was stated in debate by the Sen- 
ator from Colorado himself, advocating the passage of this bill, that corn 
was worth from 75 cents to a dollar a bushel on the Missouri River at 
the time these losses occurred, and all the witnesses who testify in re- 
gard to the value of transportation testify that $1 per one hundred 
pounds per one hundred miles was the universal price. Supposing the 
average distance it had to be transported was the distance from the Mis- 
souri River to Denver, which was largely more than the average, that 
would make corn cost 6 cents a pound for transportation. It was worth 
adollar a bushel at the Missouri River. But there is another item in 
this case which shows that that corn could have been purchased, as no 
doubt it was, from tifty to one hundred miles nearer, and as it ap- 
proached the frontier it was sold very much cheaper. 
tified that he bought corn as low as 25 cents one hundred and twenty- 


five miles nearer to Fort Kearney, and consequently to Denver, than | 


the Missouri River point. 

Every cent which should be charged for that corn having any rela- 
tion to its value which should exceed $4 a bushel would be that much 
absolutely given away. It is testified, it is true, by a person that it 
was sometimes 30 cents a pound. You might as well measure the 
value of water by what Dives would have paid for it in his agony as 
to value corn by saying what some ranchman, shut in from the outside 
world by Indians, would give for it in order that he might maintain 
life during the time he was in that stress. The selling price of corn 
to travelers who bought it by the handful, who were glad to get it and 
bought it from persons who did not have it to sell but had it for use, 
perhaps, was one thing; but the commercial value of corn, well estab- 
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One witness tes- | 


| lished and well known, into which only two elements entered, the cost 
| price on the Missouri River or wherever else it was bought and the 
regular price of transportation to the point of consumption, was an en- 
tirely different thing. There was no bushel of corn whose commercial 
worth during any considerable period of time in any of the years in which 
these losses are charged for would have exceeded $4 a bushel at any point 
on that line; certainly the value was not more than that; and vet there 
is not a bushel of corn that is charged for here that is not charged for at 
the rate of about $12 per bushel. That constitutes a very large item on 
this cost. 

I speak of this not because I imagine it is going to have much effect 
in the decision of this case. There seems to be a determination not 
only to give thissum, but almost to make thisa party question. Ihave 
had some apprehension, indeed, that there might be a party caucus called 
upon this bill and that I might be constrained by reason of that caucus 
to do something which my judgment did not dictate, for fear of acting 
separately and apart from my party associates. But I speak of this to 
show the method in which this claim has been examined and presented 
to the Senate and for the purpose of impeaching, as I do here, the judg 
ment of the Committee on Claims in regard to this claim of Mr. Hol- 
laday. 

It is asserted, in the first place, that Mr. Holladay lost $77,000 by rea- 
son of changing his route from what is known as the Fort Laramie and 
South Pass route to the Fort Collins and Bridger Pass rout: Those 
members of the Senate who are familiar with the geography of that 
country will not need to be told that Julesburgh was the departing point 
on the Platte route for Fort Laramie and the South Pass: that Denver 
was about one hundred and fifty miles beyond in a westerly direction, a 
little south of west; that when that line was changed from the Fort 
Laramie and South Pass route to the Fort Collins and Bridger Pass 
route by that change Mr. Holladay brought himself nearer to Denver 
one hundred miles than he was betore, and consequently saved the ne 
cessity of duplicating one hundred miles in his carriage of the mails 
By reason of that also he was brought one hundred and fifty miles 
nearer to Salt Lake and all the remaining portion of the line, thus sav 
ing at least two hundred and fifty miles of transportation, which saving 
was a clear gain to him by reason of that change of route 

Mr. President, there is not nor a hint that Mr. Hol- 
laday was required by military or civil authority to change that route 
atall. He did it absolutely on his own account for his own purposes 
and in order to make a more economical carriage of the mail that he 
was obligated by his contract to carry; and yet, after he made all this 
saving, he charges the Government $77,000, and the committee allow 
it to him, for having made that change. 

Mr. President, more than that, Mr. Holladay was about sixty days 
making that change, and during that time he did not carry one pound 
of mail, but his pay was going on at the rate of $1,500 a day. He 
was getting then a half million dollars for carrying the mail. During 
that time the Government carried every pound of the mail by way of 
Panama, and Mr. Holladay got every day’s pay as though he was ear 
rying the mail, and yet he charges $77,000, besides having pay for sixty 
days of service that he never rendered. 

I have had the fortune or misfortune scen some of the stations 
out there which Mr. Holladay claims $2,000 as the value of. The gen 
eral run of them, after you leavethe Platte country, were not worth $250 
apiece. They were little 12 by 14 or 14 by 16 shanties, about seven feet 
high, made of logs, without door, window, or floor, with no shingle or 
plank upon them or in them, just put up with pine logs brought, it is 
true, from some distance frequently 
labor except for the iron beams which were used for the purpose of piec- 
ing out from time totime. A blanket was hung upat the place by which 
entrance was effected, and nothing put in to cover the place fora window, 
because there were rarely storms in that section of country, especially 
during the summer time. A tew coffee-sacks or corn-savcks, gunny 
sacks, were thrown on the ground for the men to make their bed of 
blankets upon. Then there was a little rude table made out of split 
logs perhaps, or sometimes of plank. The entire affair, furniture and 
| all, was not worth more than from $200 to $250 apiece. In fact, I think 

the bulk of the stations were not worth over $150 apiece. I saw a num- 

ber of them that had been abandoned on that line. I do not say there 
| were not others that were worth more, but the bulk of them were of 
that kind; and yet every single one of them is charged, witha uniformity 
that would have put to shame the P: 
heard, at $2,000 apiece. I suppose if some ot 
they cut them off, and if some were w 
Of the twenty-six of them on that partic 
there were some that were worth more The one at Strawberry Sta 
tion, which was there when [ was en that line, was a very creditable 
sort of building, as things went in that country. That one might have 
cost $2,000. But when you come to consider the comparatively expen- 
sive buildings of that line of route remember that none of that expense 
was put on as a necessary adjunct to carrying the mail; it was put on 
for the purpose of accommodating the express and the passenger busi- 
ness of the line, of which the Government was not, as I am aware, an 
insurer or guarantor. ‘There were exceptions, it is true, but they were 
very few. 
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It is worth considering when we come to this question of value that 
Mr. Holladay bought the entire affair, every mule, every colt, every 
bit of harness, every station on the entire line for “$100,600 at public 
outery. That was in March, 1862. It is worthy of notice, too, that 
the gentleman who ran that line prior to its being purchased by Mr. 
Holladay, and who, as is presumed here, acting under the order of the 
court, turned over to Mr. Holladay all this property, says that the mules 
upon that mail line were worth from $75 to $125 apiece. I saw a good 
many of them on the upper part of the line, between the Platte and Salt 
Lake, and the mules were of the character here stated; small Spanish 
mules, worth about $75 apiece. On the other part of the line, which ex- 
tended from the Missouri River to Denver, the main line, the stock was 
a great deal better, and I have no doubt there were many animals there, 
horses and mules both, that were worth $200, the price charged, and 
the damages on that portion of the line by reason of Indian depredations 
were less in proportion than they were on the upper portion of the line. 
It was better protected by troops and it was less liable to incursion from 
Indians by reason ofits closer proximity to various forts and places where 
troops were always kept in station. 

But, Mr. President, there has not been an animal charged for at less 
than $200. That same unanimity which characterized the committee 
when they considered the question of stations and which induced’them 
to fix them at $2,000 apiece, staid with them when they came to con- 
sider the value of these animals, and they fixed them at the price of 
$200 each, except as it sometimes happened in the case of stations they 
had some worth more; and they find, therefore, $30,000 for the de- 
struction of the station at Julesburgh. I did not see that station my- 
self; I saw the site where it had stood. It is in testimony here, how- 
ever, by witnesses whose testimony is not impeached and can not be 
impeached, that the entire value of the buildings and property at 
Julesburgh at that time could not have exceeded $10,000; but that tes- 
timony is put aside as of no consequence, the determination being ap- 
parently that only those witnesses shall be entitled to credit and receive 
credit who testify to the largest possible sums as a measure of damage. 
The committee all the while give to the statements of Mr. Holladay’s 
employés, and even to their insinuations and inuendoes in regard to 
values, an importance which they deny absolutely to witnesses who 
testify to the contrary effect. 

This is a stale claim to some extent. The Senator from Wisconsin 
has stated what he calls the legislative history of it. I think heomitted 
to state the vital portion of that legislative history. It goes without 
saying that the men who were in the Senate and in the House in 1866, 
advised as they could have been then by the men who were in the De- 
partment and by men in all that section of the country and elsewhere 
who knew about this matter, could have decided it more justly than 
we can now at this distance away from the transactions. Mr. Holladay, 
as the Senator from Wisconsin says, presented his claim in 1866. Con- 
gress then having all the facts before them, with Mr. Holladay here 
himself, with all the witnesses living then who are living now, and a 
great many living then who are not living now, with all the surround- 
ings and connections of this transaction thoroughly understood and 
known as part of the public history of the time, the committees of both 
Houses of Congress differed upon one proposition, and one only. The 
House insisted that Mr. Holladay should have pay for the property that 
was taken by United States soldiers, and that alone, and the Senate 
agreed that he might have whatever he could prove he was damaged by 
reason of carrying out what is called the military order for removing his 
line, not from Fort Laramie and the South Pass route to the Bridger’s 
Pass route, but for removing it to what is called the Cut-off route, a 
second removal which he made, as is stated, on the order of Colonel 
Chivington from Fort Collins down to Denver, abandoning all the part 
between the mouth of the Cache la Pondre and Fort Collins, an aban- 
donment which, by the way, if any Senator will look at the map he will 
ascertain was, I think, less than sixty miles of route. The most that 
eitherof the two Houses of Congress was willing to do then was to allow 
him first for the supplies which he claimed (and which they were will- 
ing he should prove if he could) the soldiers had taken and used; and 
in the second place the Senate said it would add to that whatever he 
could prove he was damaged by reason of compliance with the military 
order, and that alone. 

There are two items which aggregate $80,000, and that was all; and 
yet the Congress which sat here in the light of that time, and with all 
the knowledge it could get then, brushed aside as of no earthly account 
and as entitled to no consideration all this claim for the loss of forage, 
for the loss of horses, for the loss of stations, for the loss of mules, and 
all the paraphernalia of that line. Four-fifths of all that was claimed 
by Mr. Holladay was said by both Houses of Congress to be entirely out 
of the way. The House of Representatives even went further, and said 
that the only thing he was entitled to at all was for such supplies as 
he could prove te the Court of Claims the Government had taken and 
used by means of its troops. Now, we are asked to enlarge that, to 
say that we know a great deal more about it than Congress did then, 
and to go back on the judgment ex at that time, upon which 
Mr. Holladay was constrained to wi w his claim from Congress en- 
tirely, no doubt realizing that ifhe would wait eight or ten years till the 
memories of men had become less sharp, until some men had died and 
knowledge of these transactions had passed away largely, he could come 








before some other Congress, and by importunity multiply his claim five- 
fold. Weare asked deliberately to go back on the judgment of Con- 
gress to that extent, to give him pay for something which the Congress 
of that time, sitting here when these losses were fresh—not when Mr. 
Lincoln was alive, it is true, but when Mr. Stanton was Secretary of 
War, when Mr. Montgomery Blair was Postmaster-General, as he was 
Postmaster-General at the time this contract was made—refused to 
allow. When everything was fresh in the mind of the public and in 
the mind of every one who chose to be informed in regard to the mat- 
ter Congress cut out every single thing except one item practically, and 
that was for supplies which it was alleged the soldiers of the United 
States had taken from Mr. Holladay and converted to their own use. 
There is another singular thing in connection with that time and 
with what occurred then. Mr. Holladay, I take it, knew as well then 
as he knows now whether the President of the United States ever gave 
him a promise, and yet his memorial of 1872, which I have in my hand, 
which is a copy of his memorial of 1866—I had the original memorial 
of 1866 among my papers, but it has mysteriously disappeared; I have 
had occasion to compare the two memorials, and with the exception of 
the dates they are the same—makes no allegation at all that the Presi- 
dentever gave himany promise. Neither memorial has any such allega- 
tion in it. In other words, that which the committee now stand upon 
as the foundation of this claim, and without which they confess it would 
have no standing here at all, Mr. Holladay himself did not know any- 
thing about, either in 1866 or 1872. It is the invention practically, so 
far as this case is concerned, of a ten years’ later conception of what took 
place in 1863. This claim was before the Senate in 1366, on the 17th of 
May, us the Senator from Wisconsin has said. Mr. Nesmith, of Oregon, 
said: 
m. "eve that the Senate proceed to the consideration of House joint resolution 
vo. '. 


Then this followed: 


The motion was agreed to; and the joint resolution (H. R. 108) to refer the pe- 
tition of Benjamin Holladay to the Court of Claims was considered as in Com- 
mittee of the Whole. It provides that so much of the claim of Benjamin Holla- 
day as relates to damages for change of route by military orders and property 
taken by the military authorities and appropriated to the use of the Govern- 
ment be referred to the Court of Claims for adjustment. 

The Committee on Claims reported the joint resolution with an amendment, 
which was in line 4 to strike out the words “dan for change of route by 
military orders and ;"’ so that the joint resolution will read : 

That so much of the claim of Benjamin Holladay as relates to property taken 
by the military authorities and appropriated to the use of the vernment be 
referred to the Court of Claims for adjustment. 

Mr. TrumButt. I do not know anything about this particular case, but I 
am entirely opposed to referring by joint resolution, which amounts to a law, 
special cases in this way to the Court of Claims. We have a general law giving 
that court jurisdiction of a certain class of cases. If the law is not broad enough, 
enlarge it; but this way of coming in and giving the court jurisdiction of a par- 
ticular case, some favorite case, I do not think is right, unless it is done under some 

~uliar circumstances. There may be some circumstances in this case which 
Justity that species of legislation ; but it is certainly a very bad way to be con- 
ferring upon a court of general jurisdiction of a particular class of cases like this 
special jurisdiction of some special case. 

Mr. Pomeroy. The Senator must be aware that the Committee on Claims, who 
passon this class of claims, have the opportunity of hearing testimony only on 
one side ; the Court of Claims have an opportunity to examine witnesses on bot! 
sides, and I think it is safer for the Government to let claims be tried where wit 
nesses can be examined on both sides. 


A little further on Mr. Clark speaks. He says: 


This is a joint resolution from the House of Representatives. As it came to 
the Senate it was referred to the Committee on Claims, and read in this way 
“That so much of the claim of Benjamin Holladay as relates to damages for 
change of route by military orders, and property taken by the military author- 
ities and appropriated to the use of the Government, be referred to the Court of 
Claims for adjustment.”” The Committee on Claims came tothe conclusion to rec- 
ommend to the Senate to strike out that partof the claim which was for damages 
for change of route, and to let the other part of the claim, for property alleged to 
be taken by military orders, go to the Court of Claims, and no more; and we 
think that is a better tribunal than the Committee on Claims and the Senate. 

Mr. Pomeroy. I do not wish to contest the amendment, but I have this to say 
Benjamin Holladay, who had the overland contract, made his stations every fif- 
teen miles on a given routeand built houses. The military authoritiestold him 
to abandon all those and to go on to another line, because they could protect 
him from the Indians on that other line. 


One line only was mentioned as having been subject to this change. 
The other line is a new invention again, the $77,000 which is the gross 
amount of this claim for a change of line. 

It is a question of equity whether he ought not to have some compensation 
for the abandoned houses and stations that he had built at great expense. 

Mr. CLARK. I ought to say that the Committee on Claims examined the claim 
so far as to see precisely what it was. I doubt very much whether he can set up 


any military order in the case ; but we concluded to let the whole matter go for 
udication to the Court of Claims. 


r. Pomeroy. If he can not set up any military order the resolution was 4 
very harmless thing as it was before 


r. CLARK, I think the amendment should be agreed to. 
The amendment was agreed t 


0. 
The joint resolution was reported to the Senate as amended, and the amen«- 
ment was concurred in. 


The amendment was ordered to be & and the joint resolution to be 
read a third time. It was read the third time and passed 

It is plain to be seen that this matter received consideration at that 
time. It was discussed pro and con. There was no opposition devel- 
oped to the claim presented as a claim, but only as to the amount 
which should be allowed, or rather the class of claims which Mr. Hol- 
laday might set up before the Courtof Claims. Inthatdiscussion every- 
thing was eliminated, as it was in the resolution, which now gives the 
great volume to the allowance proposed by the Committee on Claims. 
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On the 26th day of July, 1866— 


Mr. Wrxpom, from the same committee [on Indian Affairs), reported back 
the amendment of the Senate to House joint resolution No, 103, to refer the pe- 


tition of Benjamin Holl vay to the Court of Claims, with the recommendation | 


that the Senate amendment be non-concurred in. 

The amendment of the Senate was to strike out the words “damages for change 
of route by military orders and; so that the resolution would read: 

“That so much of the claim of Benjamin Holladay as relates to property taken 
by the military authorities and appropriated to the use of the Government be 
referred to the Court of Claims for adjustment.” 

The amendment was non-concurred in. 

Mr. WrInpDoM moved that the House request a committee of conference. 

The motion was agreed to. 

That substantially was the end, so fur as legislative action was con- 
cerned, in 1866. Mr. Holladay thereupon, having had his day in court, 
having been betore the Committee on Indian Affairs of the House and 
the Committee on Claims of the Senate, having had advocates of the 
proper kind, of course friendly ones, upon the floor of both Senate and 
House, there being no question whatever upon either side and no one 
to set up on his behalfafter the examination given that he should have 
one single dollar on account of mules stolen, stages destroyed, or stage 
stations destroyed, or anything of that kind, the two Houses disagree- 
ing only as to whether he should beallowed for stations abandoned by 
military order—-Mr. Holladay after that withdrew his claim, and did 
not prefer it again till 1872. 

Mr. President, I think I know something about the reason why Mr. 
Holladay was willing to sleep upon his claim during those years. There 
are ainong the papers of this case somewhere, or were originally, some 
notes of an investigation made by the War Department in regard to this 
ease. Mr. Holladay charged the Government 30 cents a mile for the 
transportation of officers and soldiers in his coaches. When his claim 
came before the Quartermaster-General, the Quartermaster-General or 
the Secretary of War, on an appeal from the Quartermaster-General, 
said he would not allow the whole 30 cents a mile. The Government 
never did that. It was a purchaser at wholesale of transportation prac- 
tically, and it did not allow full rates to railroad companies. It dealt 
more largely than private individuals, and was entitled to a reduction. 
It allowed but 20 cents a mile, and 20 cents a mile only. He came 
back subsequently, by his attorney, and claimed of the Government 
that as he had endured great losses out there, had carried the mails at 


great expense, he ought to have this other 10 cents a mile, and in con- | 


sideration of that the Secretary of War gave it to him. In the course 
of the investigation which accompanied and preceded that allowance 
it was testimony, and it was referred to in the the opinion of the Sec- 
retary of War, that Mr. Holladay had had supplies from the Govern- 
ment. There was no suggestion in that that Mr. Holladay had ever 
given supplies to the Government, but it was in testimony that he had 
received supplies from the Government; that his men and horses had 
been fed from the Government stores, and that the soldiers of the United 
States had helped to build and rebuild his stations, take care of his 
stock, and run his line. 

This question of the furnishing of supplies to the Army or supplies 
having been taken by the Army is one that we all know the rule about. 
Any man who had his supplies of corn, fuel, or other property which 
could be converted to the use of the Army taken found a remedy under 
the general law, which authorized him to go before the Quartermaster- 
General and prove up his claim and get his pay. In addition to that 
there was the regular way of proceeding before Congress, for that is one 
of a class of claims with which everybody was then familiar by reason 
of the fact that the war had developed a large number of them. Con- 
gress was in the habit of dealing with them, as also were the Depart- 
ments. Mr. Holladay would have had no trouble whatever if he had 
any claim of that kind of any value in getting an ample allowance from 
the Quartermaster-General or from Congress for that particular thing, 
which was recognized as being entirely legitimate, and a claim of that 
kind was eatirely outside of the character of the remainder of his claim 
against the General Government. 

Some part of this testimony, I notice for the first time to-day, was 
addressed to some statement which I made in regard to this case when 
it was before the Senate in 1877 or 1878. I stated then what I now 
state again, that while I was on that line, for a considerable portion of 
the time, and for some hundreds of miles, the stages were run and the 
mail was carried by Government horses and Government mules driven 
largely by Government soldiers. Mr. Spotswood’s attention I see was 
directed to that in substance, and he was asked the question as to 
whether ‘the Government did not carry the mail, or did they furnish 
mules or soldiers, except as a loan?’’ Mr. Spotswood conveniently 
goes on to leave about the time I went there. I arrived at Fort Hal- 
leck, as I remember, on the 23d of June. After that time, and up to 
about the middle of August, the rule was that on from two hundred to 
four hundred miles of that line the stages were run and the mails were 
carried—practically, the whole business of the line was done—by Gov- 
ernment horses and Government coaches and Government soldiers as 
drivers. 

But that is only a small item. It was not especially worthy of con- 
sideration except for the fact that Mr. Holladay all the time puts him- 
self in the attitude of a man borne down upon by the Government. I 
was at Julesburgh also, on my way going out, after that station was de- 
stroyed. The horses that came down were put into the Government 





stables at Julesburgh and fed with Government supplies. Atevery point 
along the line of the road every officer had that instruction. It was the 
rule whenever Mr. Holladay was out of anything that the Government 
| conveniently supplied it. 

| In connection with that, and showing how leniently he was dealt with 
and that it was 2 dealing which was predicated on the basis that he had 
| lost something which should be compensated in that way, Mr. Holladay 

was never fined for not carrying the mail. 

It is a rule of the Department that every one known as a star-route 
contractor or a railroad who shall not carry the mail continuously, or 
who shall fail to deliver it properly and promptly, shall be fined for such 
failure; but during all the time Mr. Holladay was running this line he 
never was fined onesingle dollar. Whether he carried the mail or whether 
he did not, his pay went on all thesame. The Government dealt with 
him during that time, as I think it ought to have done—I do not com- 
plain of it at all—with very great liberality, with a liberality which | 
think now he is not properly repaying by coming here when from the 
memories of men largely these things have passed away, driven by lapse 
of time, and demanding pay for everything he lost, as well as for a great 
many things which he did not lose. 

There is no adequate proof in all this testimony of the value of any 
very considerable portion of the property which is said to have been 
stolen. There is no adequate proot that it was taken by Indians. 
Every man familiar with the frontier knows that horses and mules 
will stray away on the wild plains and be caught up again.. It is part 
of the traditions, part of the history of that line during that time that 
such was the case; and every time a mule was missing somebody would 
promptly put in an affidavit, saying it was taken by Indians, but there 
was not so much promptness in noting when it was returned. 

Mr. Holladay was carrying on a business of large magnitude. He 
had bookkeepers, secretaries, treasurers, auditors, and all the para 
phernalia of a large business requiring to be kept with exactness. He 
had undoubtedly invoices of his stock, of his coaches, of his harness, 
an account showing what he had on hand from day to day, and its cost; 
and yet not one single original document or anything purporting to be 
a copy of it was ever produced before the committee. Witnesses come 
in and speak loosely about the value of corn out on the plains without 
| ever testifying to the purchase of a single bushel, except in one case 
There is only one case in all this testimony where any one speaks of 
any corn having been purchased to his knowledge. All simply speak 
loosely in a general way of its value at these remote points, and at a 
time, too, when some raid being in progress by the Indians or some 
thing of that kind, of course everything possessed not an average 
but an exceptional value. Neither Mr. Otis, nor Mr. Holladay, nor 
Mr. Carlyle, nor Mr. Lloyd, nor any one else who testifies in behalf of 
Mr. Holladay, testifies to the purchase of a single bushel of corn, except 
Mr. Otis, who testifies that he knows Mr. Holladay bought at Denver 
some corn to meet an emergency on the upper line between there and 
Fort Bridger, for which he paid 15 cents a pound. But in spite of the 
care with which it was determined apparently to be kept out, it crops 
out occasionally that even on the part of these witnesses the value was 
very much less than that which has been claimed and which has been 
allowed. 

Mr. Carlyle himself in his testimony says they bought corn twice a 
year; and that grain was purchased at Fort Kearney and it cost about 
6 cents a pound during the Indian troubles. That was $3.36 a bushel, 
and that same corn is now sought to be unloaded on the Government at 
20 cents a pound, three times what Mr. Carlyle says it cost at Fort 
Kearney during the Indian troubles; and during the Indian troubles 
was a time when everything was worth a great deal more than usual 
Mr. Holladay might have had to pay sometimes a dollar a pound for 
corn 2t some single moment because he had not supplied himself amply, 
but that would not furnish a measure of damages for the Government 
if it is called upon to pay for it at all. 

Speaking of the value of these stations, a witness called on the part 
of the Government, Mr. Foote, testified that he built two stations for 
Mr. Holladay, which were fine stations and above the average, and he 
says he only got $750 apiece for them; and yet that testimony is wholly 
and entirely disregarded. It would have been a stretch of clemency and 
against justice, so far as the Government was concerned, to have allowed 
that as an average; and yet that is totally disregarded, and the general 
estimate of men who speak of twenty-six stations valued at $2,000 each 
is taken in spite of and against the testimony of men like Mr. Foote. 

Mr. President, I do not care to detain the Senate much longer upon 
this case; but I desire to call special attention again to the question of 
the promise of President Lincoln and to the action of the two Houses 
of Congress at the time when everything was fresh. During all this 
time while Mr. Holladay was pursuing Congress and asking that he be 
allowed this damage, he never until within the last three years said 
one single time to anybody that President Lincoln ever had made him 
any promise at all. That is an after-thought clearly, something that 
comes into this case at too late a day to be disputed; and singularly 
enough, while Congress is being called upon to feel itself bound by this 
alleged promise of Mr. Lincoln, the man who was Postmaster-Genera! 
at that time, who had immediate control of the mails, who would have 
been informed by Mr. Lincoln of anything which he had done of a 
| material character in regard to the carriage of this mail, has been in 
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this city during all the time and has never been called. Not an em- 
ployé of the Post-Office Department, not an officer of the Army, noone 
about the President or in any way related to him has ever been sum- 
moned here as a witness to testify at all. More than that, witnesses 
and names have been given to the committee. There are to-day hun- 
dreds of men on the frontier who know about thiscase at least as much 
as other men who have testified, men whose testimony might have 
been had either to corroborate or to rebut that which has been taken; 
and yet they have not been heard to say anything about it, and only in 
the exception of two instances have two witnesses been brought here 
on behalf ot the claimant and not at all on behalf of the Government. 

I have been accused of having some ill-will toward Mr. Holladay. 
I have none whatever, To me he is absolutely as any other citizen of 
the United States with whom I have no acquaintance and whom I know 
generally, and what I know, as far as I do know of him in a general 
way, being in his favor. But it is plain to me that this case has had 
an importance before Congress, and especially in the Senate, which it 
never could have had if it had not been for solicitations which I think 
would not have been permitted, which would not have been tolerated, 
in regard to the great mass of claims brought before Congress for set- 
tlement. If we had not been pursued in regard to this case as we are 
not pursued in regard to other cases by social and other appliances, and 
i do not know but I might say almost that if political appliances had 
not been brought to bear here for the purpose of giving this case a pecu- 
liar standing, it would not to-day be in the situation in which it now 
is. If it had been the case of some poor soldier or some poor frontiers- 
man who had gone out upon the public lands by the invitation of the 
Government and taken his wife and his childrenand his little household 
goods out there as one of the avant-coureurs of civilization, I think he 


would have had cold comfort at the hands of this committee, or of any | 


other committee. 
This is too large a claim to be treated lightly. By its very magni- 
tude it is enjoying, and it has had, of course, by its very magnitude, 


appliances in its favor which have given it, as 1 think, consideration | 


which ordinary claims do not have. 


I impute nothing to anybody; but, speaking from that which I regard | 


as the basis of knowledge—knowledge, it is true, not perfect in every 
detail, but from a knowledge somewhat of detail and in general cov- 
ering the most critical period of the time when Mr. Holladay carried 
or assumed tocarry temporarily, or at least a portion of the time carried 
the mail on that line—taking the fact that the Government allowed him 
for one year $80,000 forcarrying transient soldiers and officers in coaches, 
paying him at the rate of 30 cents a mile apiece; taking into consid- 
eration the fact that the Government never docked him a dollar, that 
it permitted him not to carry it during sixty days, carrying the mail 
itself by the isthmus and paying him all the time as if he was carry- 
ing it; taking into consideration the fact that he abandoned the longer 
line for the shorter to his own advantage, and took sixty days t» do it 
in, carrying, as his witnesses say, everything that was portable away 
from the old stations on to the new stations; taking into consideration 
the fact that the Government did supply him largely, as shown by the 
proof everywhere, with food, with supplies, with aid, with help; con- 
sidering too the fact that we have—— 

Mr. WILLIAMS. Will the Senator allow me to ask him a question? 
What is the proof of what he says now? 

Mr. PLUMB. What proof? 

Mr. WILLIAMS. Proof that he was paid for carrying the mail when 
he did not carry it. 

Mr. PLUMB. It is found in the Post-Office Department. 

Mr. WILLIAMS. I do not find it in the case before the Senate. 

Mr. PLUMB. Itis not my business to bring it here. I say it now 
and defy contradiction that Ben Holladay never was fined one single dollar 
for not carrying the mail. I say that during the entire time he was 
changing the line from Fort Laramie and the South Pass route to the 
Fort Collins and Bridger’s Pass route, a period of sixty days, he got pay 
for the mail and did not carry it. 

Mr. CAMERON, of Wisconsin. I assert that the proof before the com- 
mittee is to the contrary of that statement. 

Mr. PLUMB. I say the testimony before the committee is that he 
was sixty days transferring the route from one line to the other, and 
did not carry the mail during the time. 

Mr. CAMERON, of Wisconsin. There is no proof that he did not 
carry the mail during that time. 

Mr. PLUMB. I want to say this about the testimony: In the first 
place the committee did ot subpoena witnesses here that they were 
notified could testify in this case, and the committee, in my judgment, 
failed in theirduty to the Government in that matter. They subpcenaed 
witnesses here, or brought them before them, and one of the witnesses 
who came here, summoned on behalf of the Government, met an offi- 
cer of the Senate at yonder door and was informed when he came that 
Mr. Holladay wanted to see him. Itis by ies of this kind largely 
that men have been induced, as I think, to forego that critical exami- 
nation of the testimony which ought to precede allowances of large 
sums of money, or small ones either. 

Mr. FRYE. Will the Senator pardon me for a question? Where is 
the testimony that Ben Holladay abandoned one route for another? 


Mr. PLUMB. It is in the testimony; in every line of it almost. 
is in Mr. Holladay’s own petition. 

Mr. FRYE. Was he not directed to do it? 

Mr. PLUMB. No, sir; not the one I am speaking of at all. There 
are two changes of route alleged. If the Senator has not got that far 
into the case he has not qualified himself as a juror before he votes 
on it. 

Mr. FRYE. The Senator will pardon me. The Senator from Maine 
was a member of the Committee on Claims, and he thinks that he quali- 
fied himself as well as the Senator from Kansas has qualified himself 
to not only vote on the case here but to vote on it in committee. 

Mr. PLUMB. I inferred from what the Senator said that he meant 
to state that Mr. Holladay abandoned both routes by order. I say he 
did not, and I say there is no such proof. 

Mr. FRYE. But the Senator was talking about the abandonment 
of the route. 

Mr. PLUMB. I was. 

Mr. FRYE. And he was treating it unfairly as, in my judgment, he 
treats it unfairly all through. Certainly there is evidence of the 
est unfairness when it is said here in the presence of the Senate that 
political considerations may enter into it. Where is there any politi- 
cal consideration ? 

Mr. PLUMB. 
it back. 

Mr. FRYE. No; but I want the case treated fairly. 

Mr. PLUMB. I said we were dividing here almost on the political 
| line on this question. If that is not a proper reference to be made, and 
| the Senator is thin-skinned about it, 1 will take it back; but I say it 
| is in the testimony that Mr. Holladay did abandon the route from Jules- 
burgh by way of Fort Laramie to South Pass. He claims that he 
abandoned it and the committee allow him $77,000 for having aban- 
doned it. 

Mr. CAMERON, of Wisconsin. Allow me a word? 

Mr. PLUMB. Yes. 

Mr. CAMERON, of Wisconsin. He did remove the stage line from 
the northerly to the southerly route; he removed it because it could 
not be run on the northerly route. All the northern Indians substan- 
tially were at war against the United States. In one day they caine 
down simultaneously upon his line for nearly five hundred miles and 
burned and destroyed almost every station and carried off his stock and 
supplies. It was removed because it could not be maintained upon that 
route. The northern route ran througha comparatively fertile country, 
and it was removed south. The southerly line ran through a barren 
country, where there was poor grass and very little water, but it was 
difficult for the Indians to reach it, and it was for the purpose of avoid- 
ing the attacks of the hostile Indians that it was removed. The testi- 
mony, | think, is abundant to show that it ought to have been removed. 
If it had not been removed it could not have been maintained at all. 

Mr. PLUMB. 1 was not disputing that; I was speaking about the 
question of orders. In the first place, there is no such testimony, and if 
there had been such testimony it would have been false. The stations 
were not destroyed to any considerable extent, and there were only a 
few head of stock taken on that portion of the line before Mr. Holla- 
day went away. I do not say that his anticipations of damage were 
not correct; I do not say that the route to which he went was not safer: 
I think it was; it was both safer and shorter; but I say he had no or- 
der to go there. And when I spoke of that I was referring to the Sena- 
tor from Maine; I spoke to his implication, as I thought, that Mr. Hol- 
laday had abandoned that by order. That line which he charges $77,000 
for the abandonment of he left upon his own motion, without any hint 
or suggestion from the Government, and presumably because he deemed 
it to his advantage to do so. 

Mr. CAMERON, of Wisconsin. The Senator will permit me. On 
that point there appears in the evidence, on page 55 of Senate Document 
No. 19, a letter from James Craig, brigadier-general commanding troops 
for defense of overland mail route, addressed to Brigadier-General J. 
G. Blunt, United States volunteers, commanding Department of Kan- 
sas. It isdated at ‘‘ Headquarters Forces for Detense of Overland Mail, 
Fort Laramie, July 10, 1862.’’ It commences: 

GENERAL: I am in receipt to-day of a dispatch informing me that the Post- 
master-General has orde the Overland Mail Company to abandon the North 
Platte and Sweetwater portion and remove their stages and stock to a route 
south of this, running through Bridger’s Pass. 

General Craig, who commanded the troops for the defense of the over- 
land mail, writes to General Blunt, commanding the Department of 
Kansas, that he had received a dispatch from the Postmaster-General 
that the Postmaster-General had ordered this removal of the route. 

Mr. PLUMB. Does he say a dispatch from the Postmaster-General ’ 
Mr. CAMERON, of Wisconsin. He says: 
ioe in receipt to-day of a dispatch informing me that the Postmaster-Gen- 
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If the Senator is thin-skinned about that I will take 
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Mr. PLUMB. Does it say a dispatch from the Postmaster-General ? 

Mr. CAMERON, of Wisconsin. No. 

Mr. PLUMB. There is no such testimony. eceey —_ -~ a 
dispatch picking up some rumor; but there is no dispatch from the Posi- 
master-General, and there is no allegation by Mr. Holladay himself that 
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he abandoned that route under orders. 


ing to the testimony, abandoned by orders at all. Mr. Murdock, who 


was part of the guard, who was on that line himself and a soldier of 


the Ninth Kansas Cavalry at the time this change of route was made, 
said it was made in entire peace and quiet, made with perfect leisure, 
the troops going along helping Mr. Holladay to remove his material 
from one line to the other, and there was no suggestion or hint that any 
damage had been done. I do not mean to say that Mr. Holladay did 
not act wisely in removing; I do not mean to say that he did not get 
out of harm’s way in doing so; what I do mean to say is that there was 
no order that he should so remove. 

Mr. WILLIAMS. If the Senator will look at Mr. Holladay’s peti- 
tion—I have not seen it for more than a year, but I know it states that 
he was compelled to remove the route and did it on consultation with 
the military authorities sent there to protect him in carrying the mail. 

Mr. PLUMB. That was the other change of route. 

Mr. WILLIAMS. In the other case he was ordered by the command- 
ing officer to do it. The order is on his petition and in the papers. 

Mr. PLUMB. It is not in the case at all, if the Senator from Ken- 
tucky will pardon me. Theonly suggestion of it is that Mr. Craig says 
he got a dispatch from somebody informing him that the Postmaster- 
General had done something, which there is no other evidence that he 
had done at all. 

In the first place, if there is any claim at all, I call the attention of 
the Senate to the fact that everything has been put at the highest pos- 
sible price that any one has testified either directly or indirectly that 
such stuff was worth, far beyond even what some of the witnesses for 


Holladay himself testify it was worth, at a price three or four times for | 
corn, a thing the value of which could easily have been ascertained, what 


it was worth at that time. If this man is to be paid upon any theory 
whatever, where is the warrant for paying three or four times what the 
thing was worth, three or four times more than the witnesses testify it 
was worth, entirely beyond all reason, out of all kind of keeping. 

But, Mr. President, as I said, there is nothing on which this case can 
stand in the way of a promise. 
discovery of a promise at a very late period. 
it in 1866; he knew nothing about it in 1872. 
and simple. Every line and syllable of this case from the beginning 
down shows conclusively that there was no such promise known to Mr. 
Holladay until years after he had presented his claim, and until in some 
way he seems to have been advised that on the ordinary basis of grant- 
ing damages to mail contractors there was no show for the allowance 
whatever. 

! will send to the desk and have inserted at the close of my remarks 
a letter which was made part of my remarks two years ago, the letter 
of General J. D. Bingham, acting quartermaster-general, and also the 
two letters of Mr. Pease, who was receiver of the line, showing the 
amount paid by the Government to Mr. Holladay, and the basis on 
which he was paid for transportation, and showing also the value of 
the line at the time Mr. Holladay bought it, the profit which he made 
while operating under the receiver, and the value of the stock which 
was employed on the line. 

The Acting Secretary read as follows: 


QUARTERMASTER-GENERAL’S OFFICE, 
Washington, D. C., February V5, 1875. 

Sir: Iam in receipt of your letter of February 5, 1875, requesting information 
relative to the claims of Benjamin Holladay for losses alleged to have been sus- 
tained by him when he wasa contractor for the transportation of the United States 
mails from the Missouri River to Salt Lake City, on what was known as the 
“Overland Mail Route.” 

Your letter states, ‘the losses are said to have occurred through Indian dep- 
redations upon his property, change of routes made by military order to insure 


the better defense of the line, and appropriation of sundry supplies for the | 


troops by the military authorities without compensation therefor.” 
Also, that “‘in December, 1864, Colonel J. M. Chivington, commanding district 
of Colorado, required Mr. Holladay to run on his line from the Platte to the 


‘Cut-off’ route that he might be better enabled to protect it against the Indians, | 
ps mentioned are understood to be the soldiers placed on the line 


and the troo 
to defend it. 


You ask whether any application was ever made to this office by Mr. Holladay 
for compensation for the alleged appropriation of supplies for the troops by the 
military authorities. 

In reply you are informed that no such application has been made. 

You also ask for any information bearing upon the case which this office may 
be able to impart. 

In compliance therewith, I invite attention to the accompanying copies of pa- 
pers, the originals of which are on file in this office, showing that in 1866a series 
of accounts, one hundred and ninety-three in number, of the “Overland Stage 
Company,” “Overland Mail and Express Company,” and “Overland Mail Com- 
pany,” Benjamin Holladay, president, for military transportation from the spring 
of 1864, to October, 1865, amounting in the aggregate to $88,345.63, were settled 
through this office. 

hese accounts were settled as rendered, at the full tariff rates of the company. 

It was proposed by the Quartermaster-General at the time, however, to reduce 
the rates charged by the company for military transportation, upon the following 
xeneral principles and for the following reasons: 

“First. That all services as well as supplies can be more cheaply furnished on 
4 large seale than to individuals, and therefore should be furnished cheaper to 
Government, the heaviest consumer of all. 

“Second, That Government should not submit for the services it requires to 
the excessive rates which a monopoly exacts from individuals, but pay only a 
reasonable and just equivalent, such as, were there fair competition, would alone 
be demanded. 


“These principles have been recognized and followed in the settlement of 
teansportalion accounts throughout the war. 


“Upon ferries, bridges, and turnpikes a reduction is made of 50 per cent. upon 
the to the public. “ 


| 
[ say that route was not, aceord- 


Mr. Holladay simply arrived at the | 
He knew nothing about | 
It is an invention pure | 


“The rate paid railroad companies, 2 cents per mile, is equal to a reduction of 
between ) and 33 per cent. upon their charges to the public. 

“Usual stage transportation averages not above 8 cents per mile. This road 
charges about 30 cents per mile. That there isa great difference between this and 
eastern stage routes is recognized.” 

It was therefore considered by the Quartermaster-General that this company 
should be allowed its own tariff rates, with a reduction upon the general grounds 
| above stated of 33} per cent., makinga rate of about 20 cents per mile, which was 

believed to be, taking also into consideration the facilities afforded this company by 
| Government, a sufficient compensation for the services rendered. 
| _ As to the facilities afforded to this company by the Government, through the 
United States military authorities, I invite attention to the accompanying copy 
of report of the Quartermaster-General, dated September 30, 1867, with its in- 
closures, showing that the United States has furnished to Mr. Holladay for his 
stage line at various times the services of enlisted men and other employés of 
the Government, in building, removing, and repairing stations, herding stock, 
taking care of teams, and cooking rations; has furnished teams to transport their 
| forage, and has furnished forage for their teams and horses to draw their coaches, 

quarters, and rations for their men, It does notappear that any charge hasever 


been made or any consideration received from Mr. Holladay for these services 
| and supplies furnished. 


Full copies of the arguments used and memorials presented by the Overland 
Mail and Express Company, in opposition to the proposed reduction of their 
rates, are herewith, in which there is no denial of the facts presented that the 
United States military forces located at the time at points on’ the route of travel 
were diverted from their accustomed and legitimate sphere of duties to assist 
the company, both in the nature of services rendered and materials furnished, 
in a manner not required of them by law or regulations, and which operated to 
the detriment of the United States service and to the advantage of the stage 


company, for which no remuneration was asked of or received from the com 
pany. 


Nor does there appear in these memorialsand argumentsacounter-statement 
to the effect that any services or supplies were furnished by the company tothe 
United States for which full remuneration was not asked and received by the 
company, although it appears by your letter that such statements are now made 
to Congress in Mr. Holladay’s claim for relief. 

The reduction of rates proposed by the Quartermaster-General was not ap 
proved by the Secretary of War, and full rates were paid to the company in ac 
cordance with the following decision of the Secretary of War 

“It is the opinion of the Secretary of War ad interim that there should have 
been a stipulation arranged by the proper officers of the Quartermaster’s Depart 
| ment with the proprietors of the stage line at the commencement of the trans 
| portation service to be performed, tixing the rates of such transportation. In 
default of this, and in view of all the facts, it is concluded that justice requires the 


allowance of 53) per cent. hitherto withheld. The Quartermaster-General will 
accordingly pay that amount 


As to any orders of the military authorities to change the route of travel, &c., 
you are respectfully informed that copies of such orders, if issued, can probably 
be furnished from the records of the Adjutant-General’s Office. 

Respectfully, your obedient servant, 


J.D. BINGHAM, 


Acting Quartermaster-General, 


Brevet Brigadier-General, United States Army. 
Hon. Jonn Scorr, 


Chairman Senate Committee on Claims, Washington, D. C. 


ATCHISON, KANS., March 31, 1878 

DEAR Str: Yours of the 28th at hand, in which you make a few inquiries asto 
Holladay’s stage line that used to start overland from this place 

First. He acquired his title tothe property of the line on March 21, 1862 

Second. The average value of the horses used on the line at that time I should 
say $125 to$l40each, As to the value of the mules there were two kindsin use 
one, the small Mexican mule, worth say $75 to $100 each, and the ordinary sized 
mule worth $125to $150. The value of the stations varied greatly 
very expensive, while others cost considerable money to build 

I could not, on the stations as a class, fix anything like a value 
think, was worth $60 to $75 for a “ four-horse set. 

Third. [ran the line as trustee from December 31, 1861, to March 21, 1862, a period 


of eighty-one days, during which time the receipts and expenses were in amount 
as follows 


Amount received for mail-pay....... ; 
Amount received for passengers and freights 


some were not 


Harness, I 


. $95,984 
26, 656 90 
Total receipts were 


ose owecceess 122,641 40 
Expenses paid for eighty-one days were 


87,051 U4 
Net profit for eighty-one days einnsndiaiiadisdltia . 85.589 46 
Thave the above ina sort of abstract form, having turned over books and vouch 
ers tothe Central Overland and Pike's Peak Express Company when I settled my 

| “trustee accounts "’ with them in fall of 1862 


The above-mentioned time was in winter, and business of the line compara 
tively small. 


Yours, truly, 
R. L. PEASE. 
Hon. P. B. PLums, 
United States Senate, Washington, D. C. 


ATCHISON, KAns., April 13, 1878. 
DEAR Str: Yours of the 4th at hand. A corporation known as the ‘ Central 
| Overland California and Pike’s Peak Express Company 
previous to Holladay’s purchase 
The property of the line was bid off by Mr. Holladay’s agent at the sale on March 
21, 1862, for $100,000, which amount was credited on the nbove company's notes 
due to him; the total amount of said notes due Holladay was about $220,000, to 
secure which the trust deed was made, and under it the property was sold 
Holladay’s purchase covered all the stations then builtand property of the line 
The mail contract was held and controlled by a company or corporation 
known as the “Overland Mail Company,’ from Missouri River to California, at 
$1,000,000, and they contracted with the above-named Central Overland Cali 
fornia and Pike’s Peak Express Company to carry that portion of the route from 
Missouri River to Salt Lake City for $500,000 per year. The stock, stations, & 
purchased by Mr. Holladay were used in transmitting the mails over that part 
of the route, By reference to the books at the Post-Office Department you can 
tell in whose name the “overland contract"’ was made. It toek effect July | 
1861, I think 
Respectfully, yours, 


owned the property 


R. L. PEABE 
Hon. P. B. Piume, 


United States Senate, Washington, D. C. 
The PRESIDENT pro tempore. If no amendment be proposed — 
Mr. MORRILL. I think there is an amendment pending. 
| The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The Senator from South Carolina 
| [Mr. BurLeR] gave notice of an amendment, but did not offer one. 
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Mr. COCKRELL. 
offered that amendment. 

The PRESLDENT pro tempore. 
offer it. 

Mr. COCKRELL. I move to strike out the amount named in the 
bill and insert $100,000. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The question is on the amendment 
of the Senator from Missouri [Mr. CocKRELL]. 

Mr. MORRILL. I happen to know that the Senator from Kentucky 
[ Mr. Beck ] is expecting to address the Senate on this subject this morn- 
ing. He has just come in, and itseems to me that asthere are but two 
minutes and a half left of the morning hour the Senate had better pro- 
ceed with the consideration of the tariff bill. 

Mr. CAMERON, of Wisconsin. That is notin order until 2 o’clock. 

Mr. MORRILL. It is in order at 1 o'clock. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The question is on the amendment 
of the Senator from Missouri [Mr. CocKRELL]. 

Mr. BECK. I came in this moment, having been at work on other 
matters in reference to the tariff bill, when the Senator from Vermont 
alluded to the fact that I desired to say something in regard to the Hol- 
laday case. I said to him in committee that I might say something in 
regard to it, but I have been wholly unable to hear any of the debate, 
and I do not intend to participate in it. So the Senate may go on re- 
gardless of my wishes in the matter. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The question is on the amendment 
of the Senator from Missouri. 

Mr. COCKRELL called for the yeas and nays, and they were ordered. 

Mr. MORRILL. One hundred thousand dollars is the same amount 
that was voted for at the last consideration of the bill by the Senate. 

The Principal Legislative Clerk proceeded to call the roll. 

Mr. ANTHONY (when his name was called). I am paired on this 
question with the Senator from Vermont [Mr. EpMUNDs]. 

Mr. LAMAR (when Mr. GEORGE’s name was called). 


He said he gave notice that he would 


I understood the Senator from South Carolina | 





My colleague | 


{Mr. GeorGe] is paired with the Senator from Nevada [Mr. Farr]. | 


My colleague, if he were here, would vote “‘ nay.’’ 

Mr. HALE (when his name was called). I am paired on this ques- 
tion with the Senator from Louisiana [Mr. KELLOGG]. 

Mr. SLATER (when his name was called). I am paired with the 
Senator from Louisiana [Mr. KELLOGG]. Ifhe were here, I should vote 
hd i 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The Senator from Maine [ Mr. HALE] 
announced his pair with the Senator from Louisiana [Mr. KELLOGG]. 

Mr. SLATER. Then I vote ‘‘ yea.”’ 

Mr. VEST (when his name was called). 
ator from Virginia [Mr. MAHONE]. 
** vea,’”’ 

The roll-call was concluded. 

Mr. ALLISON. On this question I am paired with the Senator from 
Delaware [Mr. BAYARD]. 

Mr. MORRILL. 1 think the Senator from Delaware would vote in 
the affirmative. 

Mr. ALLISON. I should vote in the negative. 

Mr. CAMERON, of Pennsylvania. On this question I am paired 
with the Senator from South Carolina [Mr. BuTLeR]. If he were 
present, I should vote ‘‘nay.’’ 

The result was announced—yeas 21, nays 31; as follows: 


I am paired with the Sen- 
If he were here, I should vote 


YEAS—21. 
Aldrich, Farley, Maxey, Ransom, 
Barrow, Gorman, Morgan, Saulsbury, 
Beck, Hampton, Morrill, Slater. 
Cockrell, Harrison, Pendleton, 
Coke, Jonas, Plumb, 
Davis of Il., MeMillan, Pugh, 

NAYS—31. 
Blair, Groome, Lamar, Sawyer, 
Call, Hawley, Lapham, Sewell, 
Cameron of Wis., Hill, I n, Sherman, 
Chilcott, Hoar, MeDili, Voorhees, 
Conger, Ingalls, Miller of Cal., Walker, 
Dawes, Jackson, Miller of N. Y., Williams, 
Frye, Johnston, Platt, Windom. 
Garland, Jones of Nevada, Rollins, 

NOT VOTING—2. 

Allison, Cameron of Pa., Grover, Mahone, 
Anthony, Davis of W. Va., Hale Mitchell, 
Bayard, Edmunds, . Saunders, 
Brown, r, Jones of Florida, Vance, 
Butler, Ferry, Kellogg, Van Wyck, 
Camden, rge, ¢Pherson Jest. 


So the amendment was rejected. 

Mr. MORRILL. I now ask for the regular order. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The Holladay bill goes over, and the 
Chair lays before the Senate the unfinished business, which is House 
bill 5538. 

MESSAGE FROM THE HOUSE. 


A message from the House of Representatives, by Mr. MCPHERSON, 
its Clerk, announced that the House had passed a joint resolution (H. 
Res. 320) oe the Secretary of War to loan to the directors of 
the competitive drill at Nashville, Tennessee, one hundred tents; in 
which it requested the concurrence of the Senate. 


.* 








The message also announced that the House had a concurrent 
resolution for the printing of 6,000 copies of the bill (H. R. 7313) to 
impose duties upon foreign imports, and accompanying reports. 

The message further announced that the House had concurred in the 
report of the committee of conference on the bill (H. R. 7052) making 
appropriations for the Agricultural Department of the Government for 
the fiscal year ending June 30, 1884, and for other purposes. 


ENROLLED BILL SIGNED. 


The message also announced that the Speaker of the House had signed 
the enrolled bill (S. 1340) for the relief of the heirs at law of William 
R. Downing, deceased; and it was thereupon signed by the President 
pro tempore. 

AMENDMENT TO A BILL. 

Mr. MILLER, of New York, submitted an amendment intended to be 
proposed by him to the bill (H. R. 7049) making appropriations for the 
service of the Post-Office Department for the fiscal year ending June 
30, 1884, and for other purposes; which was ordered to lie on the table 
and be printed. 

HOUSE BILL REFERRED. 

The joint resolution (H. Res. 320) authorizing the Secretary of War 
to loan to the directors of the competitive drill at Nashville, Tennes- 
see, one hundred tents, was read twice by its title, and referred to the 
Committee on Military Affairs. 


PRINTING OF HOUSE TARIFF BILL. 
The PRESIDENT pro tempore laid before the Senate the following 
resolution; which was referred to the Committee on Printing: 
Resolved by the House of Representatives (the Senate concurring), That6,000 copies 
of the bill (H. R. 7313) to im duties upon foreign imports, and accompany- 


ing reports, be printed, of which 2,000 copies shall for the use of the Senate 
and 4,000 copies for the use of the House. 


INTERNAL-REVENUE AND TARIFF DUTIES. 


The Senate, as in Committee of the Whole, resumed the considera- 
tion of the bill (H. R. 5538) to reduce internal-revenue taxation, the 
pending question being on the amendment proposed by Mr. GORMAN, 
to insert in line 247, after the word ‘‘three,’’ the words ‘‘andone-half;’’ 
so as to make the item read: 

Bichromate of potash, 3} cents per pound. 


Mr. BECK. I believe a further amendment is in order, the amend- 
ment of the committee being treated as the text of the bill. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The Senator from Kansas [Mr. In- 
GALLS] moved to amend by striking out the whole line. The amend- 
ment of the committee is treated as the original text. The amendment 
of the Senator from Maryland is the first amendment and the amend- 
ment of the Senator from Kansas the second, because a motion is in or- 
der to perfect the line before taking the question on striking it out. 

Mr. INGALLS. The part proposed to bestricken out may be amended 
before the question is taken on the motion to strike out. 

Mr. BECK. I move to amend the amendment of the Senator from 
Maryland by making the duty 25 per cent. ad valorem. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The amendment of the Senator from 
Kentucky will be reported. 

The ACTING SECRETARY. In line 247 it is proposed to strike out 
**3 cents per pound ”’ and to insert ‘‘25 per cent. ad valorem;’’ so as to 
read: 


Bichromate of potash, 25 per cent. ad valorem. 


Mr. BECK. That is a reduction of 25 per cent. upon the present 
rate. 

Mr. INGALLS. A reduction of how much on the present rate ? 

Mr. BECK. Of nearly 25 percent. on the present rate, the way I un- 
derstand it in looking over the table and seeing what the prices are; 
25 per cent. ad valorem, in other words, is about 3 cents a pound. I 
am seeking to make it about what the bill makes it, instead of 3}, as 
proposed by the Senator from Maryland, but to make it an ad valorem 
duty. 

Mr. President, if I can have a little bit of order I should like to say 
a few words. 


The PRESIDENT pro tempore. Senators will please be seated and 
cease conversation. 
Mr. BECK. I desire to say a few words about ad valorem duties, 


which it now seems fashionable to abuse. A good deal has been said 
against them, and much has been said in laudation of this bill because 
there was a change from ad valorem to specitic duties. The ad valorem 
system has been declared to be productive of undervaluations and of 
frauds, and therefore the new departure assumed to have been made 
has been held up to the Senate as a great improvement in the general 
character of this particular tariff bill. Weare approachinga great many 
important items in the bill presenting ad valorem rates, specific rates, 
and specitic based on ad valorem. The merits of this question will be 
fairly tested, therefore I desire Senators to look into it in advance. I do 
not know any better time to state why I think the present bill is not 
only worse than the existing law, but in many important instances 
worse than any system of ad valorem that ever I saw or heard of, and 


that it will prove more productive of fraud, ially by reason of the 
compound claasifications wherein specifics are upon ad valorems. 
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That character of classification has been increased to such an extent 
that I hardly see how there can be an honest collection of revenue under 
the provisions of the bill in many of its most important schedules. As 
these questions will be before us in all the schedules and in very many 
important items of nearly all of them, I propose now to show what | 


mean, by protesting in advance against the laudation of the proposed | 


system of specifics and compound specifics such as I have referred to, 
and to show, if I can, that plain ad valorem duties are fairer, freer from 


fraud, and more just to the Government and the people than the | 


methods proposed in the bill. 

First, let me say that the proposition of 25 per cent. ad valorem on 
this article is about 25 per cent. reduction on the present rate, which 
is about 37 per cent. I will read what the commission in their report 
say, following the portion of their report that I read the other day, about 
their desire to reduce the present exorbitant war taxes. 

Mr. President, I ask that order may be kept; I can not be heard. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. Gentlemen will please take their 
seats. The Chair appeals to Senators to be seated and cease conversa- 
tion. 

Mr. MORGAN. 
comes from gentlemen who by courtesy occupy the floor, and they 
ought to have respect enough for themselves if not for the Senate to 
refrain from conversation. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The Chair can not bear out the Sen- 
ator there, for Senators are engaged in conversation. 

Mr. MORGAN. And others, too. 

Mr. BECK. I have no objection to gentlemen leaving the Chamber 
in order to converse, but I can not hear myself on account of the noise 
in the Chamber. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. 
from Kentucky will proceed. 

Mr. BECK. After showing that the war taxes ought to be largely 
reduced, the Tariff Commission say : 


Order is restored, and the Senator 


Entertaining these views, the commission has sought to present a scheme of 
tariff duties in which substantial reduction should be the distinguishing feature. 
The average reduction in rates, including that fromthe enlargement of the free- 
list and the abolition of the duties on charges and commissions, at which the 
commission bas aimed, is not less on the average than 20 per cent., and it is the 
opinion of the commission that the reduction will reach 2>percent. The reduc- 
tion, slight in some cases, in others not attempted, is in many cases from 40 to 50 
per cent. 


Therefore the reduction I propose on this article, being a reduction 
of about 25 per cent., comes within the average of what the commis- 
sion say they propose doing. 

I repeat, that specific duties even when not based upon ad valorem 
rates very frequently work great injustice, and always impose the 
heaviest taxes on the lowest grade of goods. Take Bessemer steel, for 
example. At the time when 1} cents a pound or $28 a ton was im- 


This interference with the business of the Senate | 


| 


a fraction over it. Now take the plain ad valorem rate, about which 
so much is said disparagingly, and let the actual cost be 5} cents. The 
merchant and the Government officer, if you please, combine to cheat 
the Government and mark it down to 5 cents. What is the effect of it’ 
After they have undervalued and brought it down to 5 cents at 30 
per cent. ad valorem, which is the present rate of tax on steel, the man 
who does the cheating only makes $1.68 a ton, and takes all the risk 
of fine, imprisonment, and forfeiture of goods. Under the system now 
proposed, where it is 2} cents a pound tax over 5 cents, and 1} cents at 
5 cents and under, the inducement to undervalue is magnified to the ex- 
tent of three-fourths of a cent a pound, or $16.80a ton. Ifthe man who 
imports under the proposed system of compound ad valorem, and spe- 
cific duty, being three-fourths of a cent more the moment it passes 5 
cents, say 5} from what it is at 5 and under, if he can fraudulently re- 
duce it to 5 cents he will save $16.80 a ton, and the Government will be 
cheated out of $16.80 of revenue per ton by the same change that un- 
der 2 simple ad valorem it would lose $1.68 per ton. 

The system of fixing specifics upon ad valorem, which gives every 
sort of margin that a simple ad valorem duty does for undervaluations 
and frauds, magnifies the loss to the Government and increases the in- 


| terest of the importer to commit fraud often timesa hundred-fold. Yet 


| 


posed as a specific duty on Bessemer steel the price was from $60 to $75 | 


per ton, and the specific was a reasonable ad valorem rate. New im- 
provements, new patents if you like, new conditions and discoveries in 


Germany, England, and France, for most of them were foreign patents, | 


have brought the present price down to $24 or $25 per ton, certainly 
not over $28, so that what was at the time the duty was fixed about 
35 per cent., being then perhaps a reasonable duty upon Bessemer steel 
rails, it has been for the last year or so 100 per cent. and is now over 
100 per cent., because the specific duty remains the same, no matter 
how the original price of the article may vary. It has simply become 
a protected monopoly. 
the benefit from improved machinery, improved methods, the cheapen- 
ing of production, or anything else, and under specific duties, as the 
Bessemer steel tax very well illustrates, the importation of that article 
has now become almost prohibitory as it was three or four years ago, or 
until in 1880 and 1881 when there were large importations because 
railroads were struggling with each other which could first reach cer- 
tain points, how they could secure their charters by building their 
roads, and obtain their land grants, and these great interests that they 
were acquiring induced them to buy Bessemer steel rails at almost any 
rate, they did not care what they cost, because that was a small item 
as compared with other things. That is all ended now, and at $28 a 
ton the tax is prohibitory, and the tax will be almost prohibitory at 
$18.50, the sum now proposed, because it is at least a 75 per cent. 
tax. 

We might get along with simple specifics by frequent changes if that 
were possible, but all through this bill there are specific duties based 
upon ad valorem rates. There iswhere the vice of the proposed system 
lies, and Senators may as well understand and examine it. Let me il- 
Justrate. Take the article of steel. The bill of the commission is a 
eunningly devised scheme to increase duties by high specific rates and 
at the same time to open the door for the widest possible fraud: 


Crueible cast-steel rivet, screw, nail, fence, and wire rods, round, in coils and 


In other words, the consumer gets no part of 


loops, not lighter than No.5 wire gauge,and valued above 3 cents and not above | 


5 cents per pound, 1} cents per pound. 
ralued above 5 cents and not above 9 cents per pound, 2} cents per pound. 
Valued above 9 cents per pound, 3 cents per pound. 


There the specific is based upon the valuation. There is an increase 
of three-fourths of a cent a pound between a valuation of 5 cents and 





| 


it is said that the present rate of compound specifics is very much better 
than simple ad valorem. 

Turn to page 19 of the table to which I have referred and observe the 
provisions relative to iron and steel wire. There are only two divis- 
ions of steel wire under the wire gauge in the present law. The bill 
of the Tariff Commission divides them into four, as follows: 

Iron or steel wire not smaller than No. 10 wire gauge, 2} cents per pound; 
smaller than No, 10 and not smaller than No. 18 wire gauge, 2} cents per pound; 


smaller than No. 18 and not smaller than No. 26 wire gauge, 3} cents per pound; 
smaller than No. 26 wire gauge, 4 cents per pound. 


The present classification runs from not finer than 16, and finerthan 
16. The proposed law multiplies or doubles them up into four classi- 
fications instead of two, and at each point of e¢lassification the induce- 
ment to cheat is as great because of the specific based upon the ad valo 
rem as in the case that I put before, the rate of increase being from } 
to }] at each new departure, based upon the wire gauge in these cases 
which largely multiply the inducements to cheat in the proposed sys- 
tem over what exists in the old. Three-fourths of a pound, under the 
26 wire gauge, or from 3} to 4 cents a pound, is the increase, or $16.80 
aton. I hold in my hand the standard wire gauge, and I defy any 
Senator, in looking at the wire gauge (I wish | could put it in the 
RECORD ; I would stamp it there so that it could be seen ; I hope it 
can be done), to tell the difference by the naked eye between 26 and 


27. In my opinion it can not be done. 
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Mr. FRYE. What is the difference in the rate? 
Mr. BECK. The difference in the rate is $16.80 a ton. 
Mr. FRYE. That is as bad as sugar. 


Mr. BECK. It is a good deal worse. I hope the Senator from Maine 
will look at that gauge and see if he can detect with his keen eye the 
difference in size between 26 and 27, and if a man who wants to get in 
his goods at $16.80 a ton less can not call it 26 instead of 27, and whether 


anybody could prove that either he or the officer were defrauding the 


Government when they called it 26 when in fact it was 27. It is im- 
possible. Yet this bill, while lauding specific rates, proposes to intro 
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duce that condition of things to double the extent now existing on 
importations amounting to millions of dollars, greatly increasing the 
opportunities for fraud and making it the interest of the importer to 
cheat, and placing it in the power of the officer, if he is corrupt, to aid 
him with impunity. Sixteen thousand eight hundred dollars would be 
the difference in the tax on a thousand tons of that metal imported, to 
be added or taken off on the difference between the one wire-gauge and 
the other. I ask ought we put that additional strain upon the honesty 
of the officers of the Government in making collections under such a 
nice shade of distinction that no man with the naked eye can discover 
it? 

Again, take the cotton schedule, for we may as well at the threshold 
understand that the laudations we have heard so much of in favor of 
this system of specifics really have no merit in them. On page 33 of 
the comparative tables which Senators have on their desks they will 
find that the present Tariff Commission report, instead of reducing the 
cotton schedule, as they reported it, have increased it largely. They 
have made seven classifications of cotton yarns and threads instead of 
four, as now exist. Valued at not exceeding 25 cents per pound, 7} 
cents; valued at over 25 cents per pound and not exceeding 40 cents 
per pound, 15 cents; and so on through seven classifications; whereas 





l 
the present law, bad as it is and much complained of as it justly is, 


has only four. 
Mr. ALDRICH. Mr. President—— 
Mr. BECK. Iam speaking of the Tariff Commission bill. I hope 


the Senator from Rhode Island has improved this. I spoke to him yes- 
terday to see the effect of the changes he has made in regard to it; but 
I am now dealing with the bill of the commission, and I am endeavoring 
to show that the bill of the commission is worse in its classifications, 
worse in its chances for fraud, holding out greater inducements for un- 
dervaluations by these minute subdivisions, than even the existing 
law or any system of revenue that ever was devised in this or any other 
country. I hope that the Senator from Rhode Island will be able to do 
away with many of the bad things recommended in the original bill 

I am dealing with the original bill, not with his amendment now, and 
I call the attention of Senators to the fact that notwithstanding all the 
pretenses they make of improvements in conditions in these great and 
important items there is not only no improvement, but a very great 
deterioration in safeguards against fraud even from the present law. 
These changes do not relate to small matters. Look at the amounts. 
Turn to page 33, with which we are dealing; you will find the following 
table: 





Statement of rates of duty under present and proposed tariff. 
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Articles. Rates of duty. jofESS 
Imported merchandise entered for con- bide io & g 3 
aa sumption during the year ended June Soe Ee 
1582. Present tariff. Proposed tariff, |= o tgs 
lene nite — |g BSs2E 
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As proposed by the Tariff Com- schedule of the Bureau 23 i ee é Szes5} 
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“es = = A= died 
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TON Goops, 
Cotton threads, yarns, warps, 
warp-yarn, for weaving 
whether single or advanced 
beyond condition of single 
by twisting two or more sin- | 
le yarns together, whether | 
on beams, or in bundles,| Cotton thread, yarn, 
skeins, or cops, in any other warps, or warp-yarn not 
form— | wound on == 
Valued at not exceeding 2) | | 
cents per pound, , . | 10 cents per TE CAB. BD. Wdece]ecoccoccscosfoocccssonesecoczes 
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pound, and not exceeding | | cents per pound. i percent. BB CBB. Bo. Dip .eecce]ocvcen ovcees|seecccceseccescees 
60 cents per pound, | 
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pound, and not exceeding | | cents per pound. per cent. | | | 36 ets. p. Re, Eee re 
30 cents per pound. } } } } 
Valued at over 80 cents per | Valued at over 80 cents | 1,058,226.15 1,204,052 00 | 664,100 88 | 40 cents per | 55.16 | 50 per cent... 50.00 | 662,026 00 
| | 7] pe I } J 
pound. per pound, | ——————.__s Jb. and 20 | | 
Cotton, unbleached, manufact- | 1, 293, 815 35 per cent. | 
ures of— | 
Valued at 8 cents or less per Eee Ce oe, ee MTS! A oe a. La A .. 3 cents per sq. ............ 
square yard, | yard. 








It will be seen that very large amounts are involved in these changes 
of classifications. Let me again illustrate. An importer seeks to bring 
in a thousand pounds of these cotton yarns—for a thousand will illus- 
trate as well as a million—vreally worth 25} cents, when under a valua- 
tion of 30 per cent. ad valorem, the simple ad valorem value, he under- 
takes to cheat, and he combines with the officer and calls it 25 cents in- 
stead of 25} cents, what does he make? He makes 75 cents and the 
Government loses 75 cents. Under the proposed system by the Tariff 
Commission, where the moment it passes 25 it becomes 15 per cent. in- 
stead of 74, if by the same process of undervaluation he makes it 25 
instead of 25} he makes $75, for he ought to pay $150 on the true valu- 
ation and he brings it down and pays $75. Therefore he pockets $75 
by his fraud and the Government loses $75, whereas if the valuation 
had been a true one, and not a specific based upon values, the Govern- 
ment would have lost 75 cents and the man who attempted to commit 
the fraud would only have made 75 cents, and he would not attempt it 
for such a trifle. 

There is no comparison between the magnituce of the frauds that can 
be perpetrated under all the new compound classifications of this bill, 
considering the immense amounts of money with which they deal, be- 
cause they are all made applicable to the largest amounts both in cotton, 
steel, iron, woolen, and everything else, and the minute frauds from 
undervaluation with simple ad valorem. I did not feel content to stand 
by and hear the provisions of the bill lauded as a careful, well-consid- 





ered measure; and to hear the oldad valorem system denounced, which, 
with all its imperfections, is fair and equal, and reduces, if we have 
honest officers, frauds down to such a small point that in very few in- 
stances it would be worth while to attempt them; certainly, then, 
temptation is small as compared to the enormous bonus that is offered 
for cheating, both in the steel under the combined ad valorem and spe- 
cific and under the wire-gauge test. I might go through cotton and 
woolen goods and show perhaps worse examples than these upon the spe- 
cific duty based on an ad valorem, growing out of the increase of rates 
as soon as you pass a mere arbitrary point. 

There can be no honest specific based upon an ad valorem duty. It 
may be honest if not based upon ad valorem, as the Bessemer steel tax 
might be, so much a ton, or as cigars, no matter what the value on any- 
thing that we keep the ad valorem test away from, but when, as in this 
bill, where in all these great schedules and in all the schedules that 
| deal with the largest amount of values and taxes they apply a specific 
| upon an ad valorem, they open the door to frauds much wider than it 
| has ever been heretofore opened by the arbitrary, unjust, and except to 
make money for monopolists, senseless increase of classification. 

Mr. MORGAN. I desire to ask the Senator from Kentucky a ques- 
tion, if he will allow me. 

Mr. BECK. Of course. 

Mr. MORGAN. The Senator has studied the question of the tariff, 
the method of imposing duties, perhaps as thoroughly as anybody on 
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our side of the Chamber at least, and I desire to ask him if he knows 
of any instance in all the tariff, in all the articles upon which duties 
are imposed, in which it is necessary to resort to specific duties for the 
protection of the revenue, or if he knows of any instance in which a 
specific duty is preferable to an ad valorem duty? I should like him 
to name it if he can. 

Mr. BECK. I should not like to attempt to answer that question. 
In the vast range of thousands of articles I might give an answer that 


toms laws: Provided, That the penalties and forfeiture in this section provided 
for shall only apply to the particular articles in each invoice which are under 
valued: And provided further, That when it shall be made to appear to the col 
lector by satisfactory evidence that the said undervaluation on said entry was 
caused by a manifest clerical error, or mere mistake, and without any intention 
to undervalue or defraud, the collector shall so certify to the Secretary of the 
Treasury, and with such certificate transmit the evidence in support thereof, and 


| the Secretary of the Treasury, if fully satisfied that said certificate is sustained 


would not be satisfactory even to myself. All I am proposing to show | 


now is that specifics based upon thead valorem is the very worst possible 
system of taxation. That much I think the Senator from Alabama will 
with me about. 

Mr. MORGAN. Ido. 

Mr. BECK. Beyond that I would not like to go in answering ques- 
tions without making a critical examination, which I have not been 
able to do. 

Mr. MORGAN. I merely desired to know of the Senator if he had 
ever found a case in which he was satisfied that a specific duty was 


preferable to an ad valorem duty either forthe protection of the revenue | 


or for the protection of any body else but the manufacturer. 

Mr. BECK. Certainly the manufacturer under the specific duty 
holds on to the specific tax imposed for his protection, no matter how 
much the price of the article he produces may fall, or from what cause. 





As the tendency of all improvements of machinery, of rapid communi- | 


cation and cheapening of hauling by the competition of railroads and 
bringing in raw material cheap, and by reducing the tariff so that the 
laboring man can get twelve pounds of sugar, if you please, for what 
he now has to pay for ten pounds, and can get blankets for 50 cents 
for which he now has to pay 75 cents, and so on with everything else, 
as he will if we make an average 25 per cent. reduction of taxes, and 
having done so the laborer will make more even if he gets less wages; 
his wages will buy more than they do now. 

Notwithstanding we may do all that and can get labor cheaper because 
the wages of labor will be worth more, the manufacturer will hold on 
to the specific tax now imposed in spite of the reduction that may come 
from all the combination of causes we are struggling for, but the con- 
sumer will get no benefit of a reduction of tariff taxes, because the 
manufacturer pockets the high specific tax on the thing he is producing, 
no matter whatit is worth inthe market. It may be worth half what 
it isnow and the high specific tax may prohibit imports. That only 
makes the protected manutacturer rich at the expense of the consum- 
ers of the country; even his employés get no benefit from it. There is 
where the vice of specific taxes comes in. 

I rather agree with the Senator from Alabama it would be very 
diffievlt in the present advancing condition of the world, and in the 
efforts we are making to reduce the cost of things by reducing the cost 





of living and rapid transportation and the cheapening of materials, to | 


imagine a case where anybody could say that a specific would be as fair 
as an ad valorem at the end of five years from this time upon any given 
article. 

Passing frem that, as this bill has to be considered as a whole I ask 


particularly the attention of the Senator from Alabama and the other | 


lawyers in this body to the provisions we are making to guard against 
frauds and undervaluations. I assert that the additions to existinglaw 
proposed in this bill are absolutely cruel, absolutely unjust, as the Sen- 
ator from Alabama will see whenI read section 2900. If he will take 
the Revised Statutes and read section 2900 he will see how much worse, 
how much more onerous, it is now proposed to make it. 

The section reads: 

Sec, 2900, The owner, consignee, or agent of any merchandise which has been 
actually purchased, or procured otherwise than by purchase, at the time, and not 


afterward, when he shall produce his original invoice to the collector and make 
and verify under oath or aftirmation— 


That is added— 


his written entry of his merchandise, may make such addition in the entry to 
the cost or value given in the invoice as in his opinion may raise the same to the 
actual market value or wholesale price of such merchandise at the period of ex- 


| appraiser to appraise antimony 
| a lot ofantimony and entered same by the invoice, which was cost 








portation to the United States in the principal markets of the country from which | 


the same has been imported, and the collector within whose district the same 
may be imported or entered shall cause such actual value or wholesale price to 
be appraised— 


This we added— 


but the duty shall not, however, be assessed upon an amount less than the 
invoice or entered value, except in case of a mistake or misdescription of the 
goods in the invoice, clearly established to the satisfaction of the cotlector, and 
in all cases where such market value or wholesale price as appraised, estimated, 
and ascertained under the customs laws of the United States, of any article or 
articles of imported merchandise subject to ad valorem duty— 


This is all new— 
or to duty based in whole or in part on value, shall exceed the entered value at 


the custom-house (whether such entered value be based on a certified invoice or 
any other document whatever admitted or received in lieu of such certified in- 


voice) more than 5 per cent., and not more than 15 per cent. of the value stated | 


in said entry thereof, then in addition to the duty imposed by law on such arti- 
cle or articles of merchandise there shall be levied, collected, and paid 2 per 
cent. of such total appraised market value or wholesale price thereof for each 
fullorentire 1 per cent. of such additional value above such 5 per cent. as a penalty 
for such undervaluation; and if such appraised value suail cuneed said entered 
value more than 15 per cent. the said entry shall be deemed and held to be pre- 
sumptively fraudulent, and the collector shall seize such article or articles of 
merchandise, and proceed as in other cases of forfeiture for violation of the cus- 





by said evidence, and not otherwise, may remit said penalty, or may remit said 
forfeiture at any time before the commencement of legal proceedings for for 
feiture, and not afterward; and insuch legal proceedingsthe fact of such under- 
valuation shall be presumptive evidence of fraud, and the burden of proof shell 
be on the claimant to rebut the same, and forfeiture shall be adjudged unless he 
shall fully rebut said presumption of fraudulent intent by sufficient evidence. 

Now, what is the meaning of that? If the Senator from Alabama 
sends an order to England to buy anything, a bale of goods or a dozen 
bales of goods, and he buys them, say, at £40 a bale, and by reason of 
a foreign war or any other cause a boom takes place and they spring up 
to £60 before the time that they are shipped to him, and he furnishes 
the collector at New York his invoice, which is in truth at £40, and they 
have advanced to £60, his goods are forfeited and it is a presumptively 
fraudulent entry, because he does not put in an invoice up to the £60 
that they were worth at the time they were shipped, four months after 
he made his purchase and paid his money. But if, on the other hand, 
he purchase them at £60, and by some other accident they fall to £40, 
and were only worth £40 at the day they were shipped, he has to pay 
taxes on the £60, and if he puts them at the true value at which they 
were shipped, at £40, his goods are again forfeited as fraudulently under 
valued. I have an actual case furnished by a gentleman who acted as 
appraiser under these circumstances, which I asked him to write out 
for me. 

Mr. MORGAN. Before the Senator comes to that, let me suggest 
that is the fault of the statute and not of the system. 

Mr. BECK. It is the fault of the statute we are seeking to impose, 
which is even worse under existing conditions, and they are severe 
enough. 

Mr. MORGAN. 
an ad valorem duty. 

Mr. BECK. Of course it is not, but it shows to what extent the bill! 
proposes to go in order to carry out their favorite system and the unjust 
and unreasonable penalties that the bill we are now considering seeks 
to impose upon all men who are bringing goods to this country. 

Mr. JONES, of Florida. How does the existing law stand on that 
subject ? 

Mr. BECK. If the Senator will look at this section of the Revised 
Statutes he will see that we are proposing to add greatly to the severity 
and injustice of the present law. 

I will now state the case I started to speak about a moment ago, in 
the words of the friend who told me of it: 

A merthant of New York once told me that he was summoned as a merchant 
\ party, not a regular dealer, had imported 
rhe anti- 
mony was contracted for at, say, £52 per ton, for shipment in September ; the 
maker did notship until November, when the market had advanced to £65 per 
ton. The purchaser, ignorant of the law, had innocently entered the antimony 
by his invoice which wastheactual cost; 20 percent. penalty had been imposed 
vhich he had to pay. By the proposed law his antimony would have been for 
feited, unless he coul | have convinced the collector and the Secretary of the 
Treasury and found them in a mood to believe that he was innocent of any in 
tent to defraud 

If his antimony had been bought at £66 and the market had declined to £50 
before shipment, he could abate nothing from his invoice, as you will see by 
the section that it is proposed to pass 


It is not a necessary consequence of the levying of 


That is all I care to say now. I did not choose that the bill should 
be gone through with without at least showing in advance of action 
upon many provisions the iniquities that 1 think lurk all through this 
system of basing specifics upon ad valorems. 

In this case now before us an ad valorem of 25 per cent. upon this 
article is equivalent to about 3 cents a pound. For the reason given 
by the Senator from Maryland [ Mr. GoRMAN ] yesterday, when this in 
dustry began the article was selling at four times or three times, cer 
tainly very much more than itis now. As it falls in value, as the ma 
terial becomes cheaper and as the manufacturer can make it for less, 
what was then equal to 25 per cent., if its value was imposed, the present 
specific rate is more than 25 per cent. now; owing to the cheapening of 
the material and the fact they can make it for much less: but if if eon- 
tinues to fall three or four cents, specific tax may in five years be 100 
per cent. instead of being 37 per cent., as it is now, whereas if it con 
tinues to cheapen, as I hope it will for the benetit of all the manutfact- 
urers who have to use it, we will still have 26 per cent. on the actual 
cost, which I think will be suflicient protection to the manufacturer, 
with as good an establishment as he has got now added to the freight and 
transportation from foreign countries, to enable him to compete with 
any foreign producers. 

[ shall not vote for the motion of the Senator from Kansas to place 
this article upon the tree-list, though I think it would be better for the 
whole country if it were there along with many other things of the same 
class, but I do not believe in striking down in a way that will fatally 
destroy any one of those so-called industries, especially as old and re 
spectable an industry as this seems to be. I would bring them down 
gradually and fairly to about 25 per cent. each if I could; many of them 
now have a protection of at least 100 per cent. As this is 37 per cent. 
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now, I thought 25 per cent. enough, and therefore I moved the amend- 
ment I did. 

I desire only to add that I moved the amendment more for the pur- 
pose of calling attention to the general provisions of the bill in regard to 
the much lauded specifics based upon ad valorem rates which, I think, 
are ruinous to the Government revenues, productive of fraud, and un- 
fair in every regard. As this is a simple specific I care very little 
whether it is specific or ad valorem; if specific it ought not to be in- 
creased above 3 cents, which is about the reduction 1 hope we will be 
able to make on most things. 

Mr.SHERMAN. Mr. President, I owe an apology to the Senate for 
attempting to reply to any speech, especially one of so general a char- 
acter as that made by the Senator from Kentucky, on account of the 
condition of the business of the Senate. Here we have been I do not 
know how many days debating a tariff bill for the purpose of reducing 
taxes. Itcontains fourteen schedules. Every other schedule, I believe, 
is more important than the one (Schedule A) we are now engaged upon. 
We are about half through that schedule. If we are to debate all the 
questions connected with the tariff policy of this and other countries 
and the principles which lie at the foundation of them we will never 
get through with the bill. We must make more progress. 

Therefore I owe an apology to the Senate for endeavoring to reply to 
the Senator from Kentucky, but he has now assailed the axiom recog- 
nized by all civilized nations as the proper rule in framing tariff laws. 
It is now recognized by every nation in the world which levies duties 
on imported goods that a specitic duty should, in every case where the 
nature of the article allows it, be applied instead of an ad valorem 
duty. That is so with France; it is so with Germany, and with Great 
Britain, the country whose policy my friend from Kentucky seems to 
approve so much, the policy of free trade. The taxes levied by Great 
Britain on imported goods are in every case specific except one. Great 
Britain levies no ad valorem duty at all except on the essence of spruce, 
10 per cent. All other duties levied by Great Britain are specific. 

So it has got to be the axiom of tariff policy to levy specific duties. 
You might as well attempt when dealing with a geometric problem to 
endeavor to demonstrate by the rules of logic one of the admitted axioms 
of Euclid, because now it is an admitted axiom by every man who 
has ever undertaken in the last forty years to frame a tariff bill that 
specitic duties are better than ad valorem duties. The country which 


has made free trade the basis of all her revenue laws, which because of 


a long series of years of protective policy has been enabled to obtain 
the mastery in all manufactures, even Great Britain recognizes as the 
tundamental principle of her tariff law that specific rates ought to be 
adopted rather than ad valorem, Why? Because of the uncertainty 
of ad valorem rates. The market values of every article rise and fall, 
and every invoice would have to be inspected and every invoice would 
have to be tested by the market price on the day of importation. How 
difficult that is is shown by the experience of the custom-house officers. 

In other words, instead of having a fixed rule for levying your tariff 
duties you would have a variable rule; varying not only from month to 
month but from day to day, and on every invoice of every article of the 
goods imported. There is a constant variation on ad valorem duties; 
the temptation to fraud occurs on every invoice. A reduction of the 
invoice value by consignment to an agent in this country enables the 
owner of the property to avoid the duties fixed by the law. 

Therefore it is that from the tariff of 1842 including the tariff of 1846 
and every tariff which has been framed in this country from that time, 
it has been the admitted axiom of legislators that specific duties should 
be substituted for ad valorem duties as far as practicable; and here, in 
this short session, when we are dealing with a bill which is now before 
us, we are to debate and discuss these questions of public policy which 
have been abandoned by every country anywhere that undertakes to 
levy duties on imported goods. 

It is true, as the Senator says, that sometimes from the nature of the 
articles specific rates can not be put upon duties, and ad valorem must 
he substituted. To avoid these ad valorem duties as far as possible the 
class of duties that the Senator comments upon has been adopted, that 
is by adopting classifications of articles. Take the case of iron. lron 
varies enormously in value from the rude pig which is produced by the 
furnace to a fine iron wire which probably costs ten or twenty times 
the value of pig. Every one would suppose the system of ad valorem 
might be applied, but on the contrary experience shows that there is 
more certainty by classifying the various articles made out of iron ac- 
cording to their value, and then by adopting specific rates so as to make 
the duty equal to ad valorem duties on the ordinary price of the articles, 
and by this adoption of aclassification of iron and wool and otherarticles 
of that kind which vary from the nature of their manufacture, a spe- 
cifie duty is adopted as far as practicable, instead of an ad valorem 
duty. 

The very attempt of Congress and of all governments to avoid the 
uncertainty of an ad valorem duty of classifying articles that can be 
classified in order to have a fair duty levied upon them—that very ex- 
perience of Congress is made the argument by the Senator from Ken- 
tucky for putting an ad valorem duty upon the articles. Take for 
instance the case he puts. He says he can not tell the difference be- 
tween No. 26 and No. 27 grade of wire. Perhaps he can not by the eye, 











but by that little instrument which he produced here any custom-house 
officer would tell the difference in a moment without testing by his eye. 
They may test the article by chemical analysis; they may test it by 
gauges or other devices. That little instrument which he produced 
itself is the answer to his argument, because it is better than the eye. 
Although the eye might fail in saying whether the wire was No. 27 or 
26, and although he threw it over to the Senator from Maine to see 
whether he could tell the difference by the eye between 27 and 26, yet 
either of these gentlemen could tell the difference by the use of the little 
gauge which he produced, and in that way there is avoided all possibility 
of fraud. Indeed, when articles of this kind are classified according to 
their value, according to their grade by instruments used by every 
merchant, you have tests which can not be evaded. 

Suppose the market value of wire depended upon the oath of the man 

who imported it; suppose it depended upon the market value or the 
estimated value from day to day, how then would there be any mode 
of testing the grade or quality or value of that article? You could not 
do it. But Congress has substituted various guides and means of test- 
ing. 
Take the case of sugar. The old habit of commercial nations justi- 
fied a gauge by color. That has been abandoned by Holland itself, it 
has been abandoned by every country in the world, and now for that is 
substituted an ingenious chemical contrivance by which the saccharine 
strength of the sugar is told to the buyer, running from seventy-five to 
one hundred with absolute accuracy. We adopt these tests which 
have been adopted by other nations as well as our own in order to test 
the value of these commercial importations. 

But the Senator says that these are uncertain because the values are 
falling constantly. That is an answer to the great argument I have 
heard him utterso often. These prices have fallen with these large 
protective duties. What has caused it? What has caused the price ot 
steel and of iron to fall and all the other articles that enter into the con- 
sumption of every intelligent nation? It is domestic competition; it 
is the tariff, the protective laws of this country which have built up 
here in our own midst workshops which can rival those of any country 
in the world. Give usasteady protective policy fortwenty years longe: 
and America may proclaim free trade to Great Britain and all the na- 
tions of the world, but it can not be done if we allow these industries 
to be broken down in their growth before they have gained their full 
manhood and strength. 

This is the best answer which has ever been made to the argument 
that my friend from Kentucky has repeated so often. Why put ona 
protective duty? He says if we put on a duty to-day competition will 
probably reduce the price. Take this article of bichromate of potash, 
an article I would not know if I would see it, although other Senators 
know more about it. Here it is shown that when this article was not 
manufactured in this country it was worth from 30 to 40 centsa pound. 
It was controlled by one man in Glasgow who had a monopoly of it. 
Congress gave this infant industry a small protection and then an enter- 
prising Baltimorean undertook to make it and competing with his Scotch 
rival under this competition, by domestic manufacture, hy domestic 
production by a single man the price of the article was reduced down to 
11 cents a pound foreign valuation and 16 cents a pound domestic val- 
uation. 

Sir, what produced this great change in prices? What produced this 
reduction? Suppose we had had no duty on bichromate of potash, would 
the price have been reduced? No; the Scotch monopolist in Edinburgh 
or Glasgow, wherever he lived, would have maintained his price, and 
every manufacturer would still have paid the old price, but by domes- 
tic competition, by aid of a protective tariff, the price has been reduced 
to 11 cents. 

Shall we abandon that protection? No; common sense as well as the 
experience of mankind would tell us to maintain that protection, to 
keep up this competition and not allow the Scotch monopolist to beat 
down, if you please, the American manufacturer, but let them compete 
with eachother. Give the American manufacturer that additional pro- 
tection which would enable him to pay to his workmen reasonable and 
fair wages, not such wages as are paid in Scotland, but American wages— 
give him that protection and, by competition, the article will be re- 
duced lower and lower. 

I have no doubt the time will come when bichromate of potash will 
be produced from the mines of California probably at 6, 7, and 8 cents 
a pound, but how is it to be done? Would you take off that protec- 
tion which has thus far built up this industry and reduced the price? 
No, sir; I would maintain it. That is the difference. 

Coming to the single question before this body, the question now is 
whether, in the midst of the circumstances by which we are surrounded, 
we will abandon all the experience of all the nations, and abandon the 
specific duty which is Sealy absolute tested by a weight, by tons, by 
scale, or will you take the ad valorem rate of an importer sworn to by 
a custom-house oath to estimate the value of bichromate of potash ? 

It is hardly necessary to answer that question. Experience shows that 
the real way to test it is the specific rate, and not thead valorem. All. 
nations confirm that experience. No party line has ever been drawn 
on this question, but by common consent of all parties in this country 
a specific rate, founded as nearly as possible upon an ad valorem basis, 
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shall be levied upon certain articles of merchandise, and wherever an | classifications. He will not venture to assert before the American-peo 


ad valorem rate 
cific rate it shall be done. 

The Senator from Kentucky in the midst of this argument asks us 
to go back forty, fifty, or sixty years into ancient history to adopt the 
ad valorem scale again—and why? He says, ‘‘Suppose this article goes 
down, the protection that has been given to the American manufacturer 
still stands at 4 cents a pound.’’ Suppose it does; is it not better to 
stand at a fixed rate until in future times there will be Congresses after 
us, and they may be able to reduce the rate more and more? 

Mr. DAWES. The consumer does not suffer. 

Mr. SHERMAN. The consumer does not suffer, nor is it added to 
the priceof thearticle. The price of the article is fixed by competition, 
and if you remove that competition the price of the article advances. 
Maintain that competition at a fixed rate, so that it cannot be avoided by 
a custom-house oath, by an estimate of value, and then you will give to 
the American manufacturer the fair advantage of a protective duty, and 
his business it is to reduce gradually the price of the article, as he has 
done in the past. 

I expect to see, I hope to live long enough to see, the time when iron 
and steel will enter into the material of building houses and barns, as 
well as steamships and workshops; when iron and steel and various 
metals yet scarcely developed from the bosom of mother earth will add 
to the comfort and convenience of the household purposes of the Ameri- 
ean people, made from the materials now in the deep soil. 

The remarkable growth which has been made in this country in 
twenty years is the best evidence of the wisdom of this policy. 


| 


m its nature can be properly converted into a spe- | ple or the Senate that specific rates based upon ad valorems in the way 


it is proposed in this bill is not opening a door to frauds of the grossest 
sort, and to an extent wholly unknown heretofore. When I call the 
attention of the Senate to these facts, which many Senators had not 
heard of before so far as I know, ina public way, I am told by the Sena- 
tor that he must apologize to the Senate for taking time in replying to 
what I may see fit to say, that he is in earnest seeking to reduce duties; 
and he is doubtless seeking to make the country believe that this bill 
is an honest effort to do so. 1 deny that it does so. 

Notwithstanding the statement of the Senator from Vermont the other 
day and the Senator from Ohio now about the reduction of duties, it 
will be found when schedule by schedule is examined that the bill of 
the Tariff Commission is an ingenious effort to increase duties in many 
important regards and to promote frauds upon the revenue. Isawastate- 
ment the other day, and | believe it to be true, that the cotton schedule 
as reported by the Tariff Commission bill was an increase of more than a 
million dollars over the present rate ofduties. I make itso by such ealeu- 
lations as I am able to make, although the Senator trom Vermont said 
it was a reduction of $3,681,000. I saw a statement made by a very 
careful man that although the Senator from Vermont said we were re- 


| ducing the sugar tax fifteen and a half million dollars, in fact there 


| we were taking off from iron and steel five or six milliondollars, I 


would be only a reduction of $8,000,000 and a fraction; and although 


, nen 


| deavoring to make an investigation as tothe facts in that regard, sought 
| the aid of the Bureau of Statistics, and the following letter was banded 


When- | 


ever before did a nation spring into power asa great manufacturing | 


nation like the United States of America? Look at your statistics, 
developed as they have been in the last two decades by your census 
reports. They show a marvelous progress in growth and in wealth, in 
power and in prosperity. Thirty years ago this country could do noth- 
ing without the aid of imported materials; now it can do everything 
without the aid of imported materials. We have grown independent, 


strong, powerful, not only in population but in advancing wealth and | 


strength. 

For one, I am willing to give to the American producer of any article 
that can be fairly developed in this country a reasonable degree of pro- 
tection and fostering care, with a certain expectation that he will pro- 
duce the article in competition with foreign labor, and will reduce the 
price gradually as new improvements and new opportunities develop 
and enable him to do so. 

Let us therefore not go back to ad valorem duties. Let us not 
abandon the workmen who have built up these industries in our midst. 
Let us not destroy that capital that is now actively and earnestly and 
usefully employed in all part8 of our country. Let us give to all sec- 
tions, North and South, East and West, the same opportunities for de- 
velopment. 

Within ten years from this time in Alabama and Tennessee there 
will be built up great hives of manufacturing industry. | expect to 
see the pig-iron, the steel rails, and the various forms of the iron in- 
dustry developed in that country. Chattanooga will become a center 
like Pittsburgh has been of old, and so with other parts of ourcountry. 

Away off on the Pacific coast there are almost unknown and unde- 
veloped treasures of all the metals ofthe world. Ourcountry is ribbed 
around by three mountain ranges, the Appalachian chain and the 
Rocky Mountain range and the Sierra Nevada range, full of all the min- 
erals which God ever gave to man. Of all the industries which can be 
developed the iron or metallic industries of this country are those that 
aré most capable of great and advancing development. The iron ore is 


to be found in almost every State of this broad Union, all along the | 


mountain chains and on the spurs of the mountains. Around Saint 
Louis and Lake Superior all these materials for future development are 
to be found. Not only iron, but lead and the base of this very article 
which we are now considering are found in this country in greater 
abundance than anywhere else in the world. If you only give to our 
laboring men and the men who employ capital for the development of 
this labor a reasonable and fair opportunity they will make this coun- 
try the great manufacturing nation of the world, as it is now the great 
agricultural mart of the world. 

I wish to see our industries diversified. I wish to see ours not only 
the greatest cotton-producing country and the greatest wheat-produc- 
ing country in the world, but the builders of the manufactories and the 
workshops of the world. This never can be done except upon a broad 
and liberal policy which will encourage our labor, encourage capital to 
develop labor and build up the varied industries of our great country. 
Let us not go back thirty or forty years and revive questions that have 
been settled by experience, and talk about ad valorem duties, when ad 
valorem duties have been banished as far as practicable from the cus- 
tom-house laws of nearly every civilized nation of the world. 


to me yesterday in reply: 


TREASURY DEPARTMENT, BUREAU OF STATISTICS, 
Washington, D. C., January V5, 1883. 

DeEaR Sir: In reply to your note of the 12th instant I have the honor to inform 
you that in so far as it was possible to institute a comparison between the amount 
of duty collected and the amount which would have been collected under the 
proposed tariff on the imports of 1882, that was done in the statement prepared 
for the Committee on Ways and Means of the House of Representatives, the 
duty being given in the fifth and last columns 

It appears to me that if you would have the first two, the fifth, and last col 
umns cut out of a copy and pasted together, you would have, in a compact 
form, what you need; but the perplexity of this whole matter consists in the 
fact that the schedule presented by the Tariff Commission is, in some perticu 
lars, entirely different from the present schedule 

For example: Referring to the last article on page Sand on pages Manda part 
of 15, you will observe that the classification of boilerand other plate-iron, &e., is 
entirely different from the classification of the same group of commodities un 
der the present tariff Of course vou have the amount of duty raised on this 
class of irons under the present duties, but I have no means of ascertaining the 
quantities of the different classes as specitied by the Tariff Commission; so that 
it is impossible for me to carry out the amount of duties which would have 
been collected on the imports of IS82 at the proposed rates. As stated above I 
have given the comparative amounts of duty under the two tariffs as far as I 
have thought it safe to do so, If I could have had at my command an expert in 
regard to iron and steel, I might have been able to arrive at an estimate on the 
subject, but I have not in my office any specialistin regard to the manufactures 


| of iron, and, therefore, | do not think Tam inany better position to compute the 
|} amount of duty which would have been collected under the proposed tariff 


than are the members of the Finance Committee. [I presume that Hon. ABRAM 
S. Hewitt, of the House, is as well qualified, if not better than any other gentle 
man in Congress, to go through this doubtful class of iron and steel. and de 
termine how the computation which you desire should be made 

In so far as relates to iron and steel and manufactures thereof, the duties on 
which under the present and under the proposed tariff can be stated, the 
amount of duty collected under the present rate was $22,888,736.26, and under 
the proposed rates it would have been $26,890,358.82, both being computed upon 
the basis of imports during the vear ended June 
crease under the proposed rates of 17.38 per cent 

Tery respectfully, yours 


0), S82 This shows an in 


JOSEPH NIMMO, Jr. Chief of Bureau. 
Hon. JAMES B. Beck, Senator United States 


Mr. ALLISON 
rates?’’ 

Mr. BECK. 1 mean the proposed rates in the Tariff Commission bill, 
of which the Senator from Vermont spoke and which the Senator from 
Ohio now endeavors to make us believe and which they themselves say 
was a reduction of 25 per cent 

l agree with what a very sensible man—-I believe, M1 
Boston 


May I ask the Senator what he means by ** proposed 


Endicott, of 
says in regard to this bill in a paper which | hold in my hand 
Taking up the different goods which the people wear, especially the 
plain people of the country, and showing that the present rate per cent 
is in some cases 75 and the proposed rate is made 120, and so on, each 
change increasing duties, he says 

Upon all such goods weighing over five ounces to the square yard the present 


duty is 53 per cent. and 50 cents per pound. Upon such goods weighing just over 
five ounces and costing SL per squere vard the present duty is 51 cents per 


} yard, and the proposed duty of tO per cent and 35 cents per pound would be pre- 


Mr. BECK. Mr. President, the Senator from Ohio is right in lauding | 


the great improvements of the country, but the attack that I made 
upon the bill because of basing specifics upon ad valorem he has not 
ventured to answer. I maintain that no other country ever adopted 
such a system, nor is there any other bill that ever did it to anything 
like the extent that this bill now proposes to do it through its minute 





cisely the same 

Two reflections are suggested by this clause: One is from the point of view 
of the manufacturer— whether the effort to establish an industry that can barely 
live with a protection of 100 per cent. is not very like building the factory upon 
the ice, and whether the effort to circumvent nature ix not as likely to come to 
grief in one case as in the other, through the prevalence of breezes from the 
south and west, that are pretty certain to come at some time 

The other is of the consumer—whether paying 100 per cent. additional for his 
goods, in order that his enterprising neighbor may be able to make a doubtful 
profit of 5 or 10 per cent., is not paying rather dear for the American whistle? 

Upon woolen clothing and wearing apparel and upon balmoral skirts and 
skirtings (now little used) the old rate is 40 per cent. and 50 cents per pound, and 
the proposed rate is 35 per cent. and 30 cents per pound. This is a sensible re 
duction in the duty, but the schedule is of little importance. 

It should be added that the report recommends the omission of charges and 
commissions as a part of the dutiable value, which would be equivalent to a re 
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duction in the duty upon dry goods of from 2 to 4 per cent. in addition to the 
changes above noted. 

I agree with Mr. Endicott. Lay the bill on the table and enact the 
report. 

All I desire now to say in reply to the speech of the Senator from Ohio 
is, that I intend to call attention to these things so that Senators may 
examine and understand them. I will take no more of the time of the 
Senate than is necessary to do it, but as we reach schedule after sched- 
ule I expect to understand it, and when I see a change of classification 
affording an opportunity for fraud inserted under the guise of reduction, 
which is in fact an increase, perpetrated upon the people of this coun- 
try, 1 will not be deterred from giving my opinion in regard to it and 
asking Senators to oppose it, no matter if it does consume time. 

The tariff of Robert J. Walker from 1850 to 1860 was a low ad valo- 
rem tariff, and embracing that the commission give a table and add: 

The above table shows that capital increased in the decade ending in 1860 about 
90 per cent; during the period between 1860 and 1870 about 110 per cent., and 
for the last decade only about 32 per cent., to which should be added the differ- 
ence m the standard of values. That at the close of the first decade referred to 


the number of hands employed increased 37 percent.; between 1860 and 1870, 75 
per cent.; and between 1570 and 1880, about 33 per cent, 
From 1850 to 1860 the wages paid increased 60 per cent.; from 1860 to 1870, 105 


per cent.; and from 1870 to 1880, as we come down again to a gold basis, 22 per 
cent, 


The materials used from 1850 to 1860 increased 86 per cent.; from 1860 to 1870, 
141 percent.; and from 1870 to 1880, 36 per cent. 


The value of the products of these manufactures increased from 1850 to 1860, 
8&5 per cent.; from 1860 to 1870, 124 per cent.; from 1870 to 1880, 27 per cent. 

Yet from 1850 to 1860 was Robert J. Walker’s so-called free-trade 
low ad valorem tariff, under which all these increases took place. Un- 
der it we were fast becoming the mistressof theseas and were doing 75 per 
cent. of the carrying trade to and from this country, and received from 
other countries $25,000,000 annually from that great carrying trade 
alone, while to-day, as the Senator knows—he will not venture tospeak 
of it—we have hardly a ship on the ocean, holding only about 15 per 
cent. of the business, and are paying $130,000,000 to other nations to 
do what we used to do for them. This protective system, with all its 
assertion that it builds up industries, only curtails and cripples them 
and keeps them down to a home trade, making farmers who must ex- 
port pay twice what the things they need are worth to fatten a few man- 
ufacturers, who starve their laborers by organizing strikes whenever 
they have got more products on hand than our own people can consume; 
instead of cheapening the material, lowering taxes, and encouraging 
our commerce, go out to countries of the world with manufactures and 
get their raw material in exchange for what we give them. I seek to 
build up commerce with 1,500,000,000 people; I seek to break down 
nobody; I seek to extend trade and benefit the country in a way I think 
will most conduce to promote the interest of all. 

Mr. MORGAN. Mr. President, I am very much obliged to the Sen- 
ator from Kentucky for bringing up this discussion upon the question 
between specific and ad valorem deties on this item of bichromate ot 
potash. Itisaclean, clear subject for the application of the one doctrine 
or the other. There seems to be no classitication of bichromate of pot- 
ash; it is all bichromate and all potash; there is no class first, second, 
or anything of the kind. It brings up the question distinctly whether 
or not this article ought to be taxed according to its value at the time 
of importation or whether it ought to be taxed aspeciticduty. I thought 
the remarks of the Senator from Kentucky were particularly relevant 
and appropriate, and he announced himself when he opened the dis- 
cussion on this question that he desired now to say in advance what 
objections he had to certain parts of the bill upon this question in con- 
nection with this line of thought without detaining the Senate to take 
up the discussion on each of the articles as they may arise. We are just 
approaching in the twilight of the consideration of this bill, I may say; 
we have not gotten fully into the system of it, and those of us who have 
not been upon the Committee on Finance are trying to receive light and 
instruction as to what we ought to do for our constituents and for the 
country at large. 

The Senator from Ohio informs the Senate that the Senator from 
Kentucky and those who believe in ad valorem duties want to go back 
to an antiquated and exploded system of ad valorem duties. He com- 
plains of this system, he challenges it, he abuses it, he kicks and cuffs 
it about over the Senate, and one would suppose after he had gotten 
through with it that it would hardly maintain its respectability in an 
ordinary debating society, and that no man of any reason or common 
sense would ever be found to assert that an ad valorem duty was ap- 
plicable to any part of the tariff. He cites Great Britain, he cites Ger- 
many and France, he cites all the civilized countries that have tariffs 
in support of the idea that the ad valorem duty is something that must 
be driven out of the consideration of men who pretend to have wisdom 
enough to levy a tariff for the support of any government whatever. 

Contrast that with the fact that this honorable committee have pre- 
sented a bill which the Senator from Ohio has agreed totake charge of, 
it seems, in which 33 per cent. of the articles which are taxed are taxed 
ad valorem. The committee have found an occasion for a resort to pure 
ad valorem duties in one article outof every three presented in the bill. 
T have taken the pains to count a little to see how that would work. 
Between pages 63 and 77 of this measure there are 414 taxed articles 
and 100 of them are taxed purely upon the ad valorem doctrine. You 








may read along through these different schedules and you will come to 
one article of a certain class taxed ad valorem and another description 
of the same class taxed specific, and no man can imagine why the change 
is made in the character of the taxation, the principle upon which the 
tax is levied, and it will become necessary for the honorable committee 
to explain it, because questions will be asked where men can not see 
the reason of things. We are not expected to adopt this tariff just as it 
is reported to us without any explanation; nor do we expect, nor does 
thecountry expect that weshall be rebuffed every time we make aquestion 
about it, and that it shall be said to us that we are consuming unneces- 
sary time. We have not as yet been as long considering the tariff by 
far as the committees of the two Houses have been considering a system 

We are asking for information and trying to get light on that question, 
and every time we ask it we are met either by the Senator from Ver- 
mont or the Senator from Ohio with a notification that we are not try 

ing to serve the country at all patriotically because we ask these ques 

tions about this proposed tariff. Sir, questions must be asked whether 
they are answered or not, and I here state that there is not a‘ man in this 
world who is not in the secrets of this arrangement who can account for 
the committee in flying back and forth from ad valorem to specific du 

ties, changing with every two or three lines in the bill and upon the 
same general classifications of articles. It is an unaccountable thing. 

But one thing I do notice, and that is, when the large manufacturing 
interests of thiscountry need articles imported from abroad for the pur- 
pose of conducting their business operations and making the goods that 
they manufacture, in nine cases out of ten those goods are supplied to 
them upon the ad valorem and not upon thespecific tax, whereas in the 
other cases, nine out of ten, the people who have to pay the taxes at last 
are visited with specific duties and excused from having all concern o1 
interest in ad valorem duties. 

Can it be said, will the honorable Senator from Ohio in the face of 
his bill undertake to make this country or the Senate believe, that he 
has abandoned ad valorem duties or the ad valorem principle? Read 
through the bill and you will see an average of more than five items on 
every page of it upon which ad valorem duties are put by the commit 
tee, and then contrast that with the statement of the honorable Sena- 
tor that it is an antiquated and exploded system, which, out of respect 
for the progress of human opinion in reference to taxation, the com- 
mittee were bound to abandon. They have not abandoned it. They 
have held to it in every case where they believed they could give a fos- 
tering hand to the peculiar interests they want to build up at the ex- 
pense of the peopleof this country. I utter this on the face of the bill 
Here it is. I canread the bill throughand point out the articles. The 
honorable Senator from Ohio certainly forgot that a record existed in 
this body when he made the statement that we desire to administer the 
tariff system of this country mostly upon antiquated principles. 

Mr. SHERMAN. If my friend will allow me, I think I said dis 
tinctly that wherever the article from its nature could be classified by 
a specific duty the committee had adopted that system; and I believe 
that is true throughout. There are a great number of articles which 
are necessarily classed by an ad valorem duty because they are such as 
can not be classified by specific duties. For instance: 

Prepared chalk, precipitated chalk, French chalk, red chalk, and all other 
chalk preparations which are not specially enumerated or provided for in this 
act, 20 per cent. ad valorem. 

The difference in value of these different kinds of chalk isso great that 
it would be impossible to classify them in anything like specitic duties 
Wherever the article could be classified by specific duties it is done 
In respect to this particular article, the Senator says that wherever we de- 
sire to impose a duty upon the manufacturers we only make the duty 
ad valorem, as I understood him—— 

Mr. MORGAN. I do not say wherever, but in the majority of cases. 

Mr. SHERMAN. In that the Senator is mistaken. Take the ar- 
ticle we are now considering. It is not consumed by the people at all. 
It is simply a hase of manufacture ; it is used by the manufacturers of 
paper, &c., and we have provided a specific duty for it; so I think that 


| rule does not apply. The rule is that wherever an article named in 


the tariff bill can be in reason classitied by a specific duty it is done; 
and where it is not done, if the Senator will call my attention to the 
case, I will try and show him that it is because the particular article 
referred to could not be classified by specific duties. 

Mr. MORGAN. The committee have been singularly unfortunate in 
the application of this doctrine if the committee (and I have no doubt 
the Senator is correct) have tried to make the application which he in 
sists upon. I can scarcely lay my eye upon a page of the bill which 
does not either refute the fact of the proper application of this principle 
or show the unfortunate want of sagacity on the part of the committee in 
applying it; but noone can impute to that committee a want of sagacity. 
I will take two articles that just now my eye happens to fall upon, which 
are here in juxtaposition in lines 1499 and 1500: 

Bristles, 15 cents per oe oa 

Brooms of all kinds, 25 per cent. ad valorem. 

Is not there as much difference in brooms as there is in bristles? 

Mr. SHERMAN. On the contrary, brooms will vary from the most 
expensive brooms made of the feathers of the ostrich down to the least 
expensive feather brush of grass. 
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Mr. MORGAN. Bristles vary in proportion to their value quite as 
much as brooms. 

Mr. SHERMAN. 
about $1 a pound. 

Mr. MORGAN. That is some kind of bristles. Then there is the 
article of timber. Timber is let in upon an ad valorem duty; timber 
cut is brought in upon a specific duty. 

Mr. SHERMAN. It varies in price, as the Senator can see, greatly. 
The finest mahogany, the product of the islands and of the tropics, is 
a very different article indeed from the ordinary pine lumber brought 
in from Canada. 

Mr. MORGAN. Mahogany, unless it is specially classitied under 
some other name here, would be admitted under the name of timber 
and come in at an ad valorem duty. 

Mr. ALLISON. It comes in free if it comes in the log. 

Mr. SHERMAN. Whenever theSenator comes to anad valorem duty, 
if he can give any reasonable rule of specifics I shall be very glad to vote 
with him to convert any ad valorem duty that he may tind into a spe- 


I doubt it. Bristles are classified generally at 


cific duty, unless it can not be done from the nature of the article itself. | 


Mr. MORGAN. Now, will the Senator be equally obliging and vote 
for ad valorem duties where they can be substituted for specilic’ 

Mr. SHERMAN. No. 

Mr. MORGAN. We find that they are necessary and indispensable; 
but how does a case of this kind come before the Senator, what are we 
to think of a case of this kind where a specitic duty is imposed upon an 
ad valorem duty or upon the value of the article’ 

Mr. SHERMAN. That is explained by the case of wool, which is 
the great compound duty of that kind and where it was impossible to 
change it. There is a daty on the wool produced by the tarmer of 10 
or 12 centsapound. Asa matter of course the manufacturer must have 
a corresponding duty on the article which he manufactures, and there- 
fore a corresponding duty of 30 or 40 cents a pound is put on the manu 
factured goods, because it requires three or four pounds of raw wool to 
produce one pound of cloth. That experience shows, at least it is so 
testified to us, and I believe it is admitted on all hands. Theretore a 
corresponding specific duty is put upon the article of woolen manutact- 
ure. Then, in addition to that, as woolen manufactures vary in price 
from the finest broadcloth and the 
to coarse jeans, it would be very difficult to frame a specific duty on 
cloth, and therefore there isa compound duty first upon the manufactured 
goods to meet the duty on the raw wool, and, second, a reasonable ad 
valorem rate in order to give our manufacturers fair protection. 

Mr. MORGAN. Now, therefore, instead of the ad valorem principle 
being abandoned as a superannuated or exploded principle, it is taken 
in this bill as the basis upon which the specific duties themselves are 
levied. 
the article under that principle for which | contend. 
that and levy a specific duty on the top of that. ‘The new-tangled idea 
is ingrafted upon the old one. The committee of the Senate have not 
felt disposed or justified in abandoning the old system, but they retain 
it as the very basis of taxation, superadding to it this new invention of 
specific duties. 

The ad valorem duty is the most natural; it is the most just, and con- 


Then you go upon 


sequently the committee of the Senate do not hesitate to go to it when- | 


| assured, and I believe the statement 
-autiful wear made for ladies down | 


You first ascertain the value and levy a tax upon the value of | 


ever it is even convenient to do so, or rather when it is inconvenient to | 


arrive ataspecific duty. But, sir, when it becomesconvenient to stiffen 
up the prices of imported commodities, so that it makes no difference 
whether they go high or whether they go low in foreign markets they 
shall bear a certain price in the markets of the United States, there 
seems to be no difficulty in putting on a specific duty, even though you 
first have to ascertain what is the ad valorem duty before you com- 
mence to putiton. That is what I complain of in this bill. 

I maintain that the people of the United States ought to be taxed 
equally and justly. 


tariff taxation and the internal-revenue taxation; but I do object that 
specific prices shall be put upon goods that they have got to buy, and 
shut them out of the market where they can buy, paying a reasonable 
revenue duty to the Government of the United States. 


is something that to my mind is extremely wrong and unjust, and they 
ought to be allowed to benetit by the fluctuations of the markets. 
There is one reason for this that has not yet been stated, which to 
my mind is the great controlling reason. In all the provision crops, in 
all the cotton crops of this country—I am not sure whether this remark 
will apply to wool or not, but I am sure in reference to the provision 
crops and cotton crops—the price is regulated entirely by the foreign 


demand. We have to take prices for our productions which are put | 


upon us in foreign markets where we have no power to contro! them, be- 
cause we are not authorized to put on any exportduty. We are obliged 
to let our commodities go here in this country at the prices tixed upon 
them in London, Liverpool, Paris, and Berlin. 


Now, when the producers of this country must have other markets | 


for what they sell, measured by the foreign demand and foreign prices, 
why, on the other hand, shall they not be permitted to buy their goods 
as measured by foreign rates of production, with a bare tariff added for 


Tam willing that my section of the country shall | 
contribute its full quota to the support of this Government through the | 


That they shall | 
pay 5 cents specific duty for an article that itself is not worth 3 cents | 


| the support of our Government? Why shall not that be allowed to 
| them? 
The statement of these two propositions in contrast or in contradis- 
tinction to each other is an answer to all that has been said on the other 
side in opposition to this fair method of taxation. Iam very glad that 
the Senator from Kentucky brought it out, and that he argued it, as he 
usually does questions of this kind, with so much exactness and so much 
ability rhe country will understand without furtherargumentation, 
I think, at least so far as he is concerned, the principles upon which 
this tariff bill is based: and now as we go along in the consideration ot 
it, When we strike these matters, and the mere question is asked as to 
the reason that the committee had for changing back and forth from 
specific to ad valorem duties, there will be no difticulty in the applica 
tion of a proper rule for our vote 
The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr. Vooruees in the chair). The 
question is on the amendment proposed by the Senator trom Kentucky 
{ Mr. BECK] in line 247. , 
Mr. GORMAN. Lhope the Senator will withhold that for the present 
Mr. BECK. I have no objection to the question being taken first on 
the amendment of the Senator from Maryland. It was not in regard 
| to this particular matter, but as a principle applying to the whole bill 
that L rose to say anything this morning, because we were approaching 
much more important schedules than this, and what I said had to be 
said at some time, and I desired to present it now 
The PRESIDING OFFICER It there be no objection the vote will 
be first taken on the amendment proposed by the Senator trom Mary 
land | Mr. GORMAN]. That amendment will be read 
The ACTING SECKETARY (iter the word ** three 
proposed to insert **and one-half;"’ 
Bichromate of potash 3 
Mr. GORMAN | wish to make a single statement in reply to the 
remarks of the.Senator from Khode Island [ Mr. ALDRICH] and the 
Senator from Maine | Mr. Frye], made yesterday, as to the immense 
profit on the manufacture of this article in this country 
statement was made by 


* in line 247, it is 
so as to make the clause read 
cents per pound 


The broad 
hoth those Senators that «millions of mone, 


had been made out of it by a single tirm located in Baltimore. I am 


from evidence which has been 
statement made by both those 

For the past ten years, with 
a duty of 4 cents a pound, the average dividend of this manufacturing 
company in Baltimore has not exceeded & per cent 
vested. 

Further, as to the statement made by the Senator from Maine, that 
the company in Baltimore absolutely owns all the mines,in the United 
States, | am assured that is not the thet. 


presented to me this morning, that the 
Senators is without foundation in thet 


on the capital in 


There is now another organi 
zation in Philadelphia which owns a large portion of the mines in Cali 
fornia, and there is a Scottish tirm that 


owns quite a number of the 
mines, so that My 


fyson has not by any means the monopoly of this 
manuiacture in this country so tar as the ores are concerned 
Mr. MORGAN. Chere 
by private peopl 
Mr. ALDRICH 
him a question ? 
| Mr. GORMAN 
Mr. ALDRICH. How many menare employed by the Tysons in the 
manutacture of bichromate of potash % 
Mr. GORMAN I can not give the 
how many men are emploved; but 


is plenty of this ore in Alabama that is owned 
Will the Senator from Maryland allow me to ask 


Certainly 


Senator the information as to 
as | understand, their pay-roll for 
the labor employed in the manutacture of this article amounts to $6,000 
a week. 

Mr. ALDRICH [ have been informed from sourees which I deem 
to be reliable that they have less than fifty men employed in the manu 
| facture of bichromate of potash, and I should like to know whether 
the information is correct I had it from sources which I believed to 
be reliable. 

Mr. GORMAN. Lam not able to give the Senator the information 
| but I know that they manufactured about 
| annum. 

Mr. ALDRICH. Ifthe statement which I have alluded to is correct, 
and the product of these mills is, as I understand it to be, about $10, 
000,000 per annum, the amount of labor involved is less than 1 percent 
| of the product, which the Senator can see at once is 
portion. 


” 500 tons of this ore per 


a very small pro 


Now, I have no special antagonism to make to this interest. It is 
generally understood by people who are conversant with the articleand 
with its method of manufacture, as was stated in the paper on textile 
fabrics read yesterday, that there is a very large profit in this article 
| It is controlled by one firm; and they are understood generally to 
| have made a very large amount of money out of it, which | believe to 
| be so. 

I say there is nothing in this article, in its character, in its surround 
ings, in its past history, in its present condition, that should lead the 
| Senate of the United States to select it out for their special care and 
| preservation. The duty recommended by the Committee on Finance is 
| an average duty on articles of this kind. It certainly is all the pro 
tection upon any statement which has been made either by the Senator 
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from Maryland or any other Senator on this floor which it is fairly en- 
titled to. It would amount to about 30 per cent. on the cost of the raw 
material. 

It is not a national industry; it is not a State industry; it is hardly a 
neighborhood industry, employing, as I say—and that statement will go 
until it is contradicted—about fifty men in the production of $10,000, - 
000 worth of product per annum, a product which is used, as I stated 
yesterday, in every manufacturing establishment in this country. I 
say there is no reason why this industry should be selected out, taken 
out of the general list, and treated with such care and consideration by 
the American Congress. 

Mr. INGALLS. Mr. President, the Senator from Ohio [Mr. SHER- 
MAN] yesterday, in speaking upon this subject, alluded to the influence 
of competition in bringing down the price of the article. That Sena- 
tor is not often suspected of jocularity, but it appears to me that it was a 
felicitous misuse of language to speak of the relation between the Bal- 
timore house and the Glasgow house as competition. 
properly defined as a combination. 


The production of bichromate of potash, as I understand, is abso- | 
It isan absolute and typi- 


lutely under the control of these two houses. 
cal monopoly. Not only do they manufacture all that is used, but they 
control the sources of supply, so that there can be no competition from 
any source whatever. 

| learn from the statistics that the annual consumption of bichro- 
mate of potash is about 10,000,000 pounds. The duty heretofore has 
been 4 cents per pound, making anaggregate of $400,000 for duty alone. 

The cost is between 7 and 8 cents a pound. The market price ranges 
from 154 to 16 cents per pound. This $400,000 is a direct tax that is 
paid by the people of this country, and the revenue that goes into the 
Treasury from the tax is about $97,000; so that the people are compelled 


to pay to this monopoly the sum of $400,000 annually to enable the Gov- | 


ernment to secure $97,000 of revenue. I think that is an extravagant 
process. It can not be called profitable; it is not economical; it is spar- 
ing at the spigot and spilling at the bung. And upon whom does this 
tax fall? Not upon those who are most able to bear it, but upon the 
humble, the lower and the middle classes of American society, those 
who wear calicoes and cotton goods; for, as I am informed by the Sena- 
tor from Maryland and from the report of the statistician, this product 
is used almost exclusively as a mordant for the purpose of dyeing cotton 
goods. 

If any reason can be shown why when these producers obtain a profit 
that ranges from 7) to 8 cents a pound upon this production, of which 
$400,000 in the aggregate is in the nature of a direct tax upon the peo- 
ple, when they have the entire sources of supply under their control 
and can put their own price upon the product in the market, the duty 
should be raised from 3 to 34 cents per pound, I should be very glad to 
hearit. There never was, so far as my observation has gone, an article 
that ought to be placed upon the free-list more unmistakably than this 
article of bichromate of potash, because the men who produce it can 
protect themselves; they have control of the market; and it has been 
shown here in evidence that the amount that is imported into this 
country is the deticiency above what the Baltimore house can manu- 
tucture. If they could manutaxeture more than they do, a less amount 
would come in from abroad. The Senator from Maryland shakes his 
head, but I affirm that the evidence is incontrovertible that whenever 
they have assumed to sell in the American market amounts have been 
sent over to Scotland from the Baltimore house as a threat or menace 
to them, so that they would thereafter abstain from attempting to in- 
terfere with the sale of this product in the American market. 

Sir, this is one of the illustrations that make tariff duties odious in 
this country. There is no reason why the tax of 3 cents per pound 
should be retained because we are compelling the people to pay $400,000 
or $350,000 under the amendment of the Senator from Maryland for a 
revenue of less than $100,000 to the Treasury. They can protect them- 
selves. 

Mr. GROOME. Mr. President, [ will try, without consuming the 
time of the Senate unnecessarily, to answer very briefly some of the 
statements which have been made by the two Senators who were last 
upon the floor. 

The Senator from Rhode Island [Mr. ALDRICH] asked of my col- 
league what number of men are employed by the Baltimore company, 
and although my colleague told him that while he did not know the 
number of men employed his information was that the pay-roll of that 
company amounted on the average to about $6,000 per week, the Sen- 
ator from Rhode Island chose to assume, upon what information I do 
not know, that the number of employés of that company is but fifty. 
This assumption is about as accurate as a good many statements which 
have been made in regard to the manufacture of bichromate of potash 
in the progress of this debate. The information which my colleague 
was notable to give the Senator from Rhode Island I can now give him, 
and that is that the number of persons employed by this Baltimore 
company in connection with the manufacture of bichromate varies from 
time to time from 500 to 1,000. 

Mr. ALDRICH. The Senator means, I suppose, in all branches of 
their business ? 

Mr. GROOME. The employés on their pay-roll generally, which I 
understood to be the question the Senator asked. 








It would be more | 





Mr. ALDRICH. Not at all. I asked how many people were actually 
employed in making or preparing bichromate of potash alone. This is 
a large company, doing an immense business in various other things, 
and any general information of the character suggested by the Senator 
from Maryland is very far from answering my question. 

Mr. GROOME. My information is that the whole number of men 
employed by them in connection with this manufacture ranges from 500 
to 1,000, and that about 300 of them are employed in the manufactur- 
ing department. That information I got buta moment ago in order to 
enable me to answer what I understood to be the question of the Sena- 
tor from Rhode Island. I was also informed that the pay of those la- 
borers varies from $1.50 to $2.50 per day. So much in reply to what [ 
regard as the Senator’s first error. 

I also understood that Senator—for I was engaged, while he was speak 
ing, in the attempt to procure the information he desired, and hence 
may not have understood him accurately—but I understood him to state 


that this was the only manufactory in this country of bichromate. Did 
I understand correctly ? 

Mr. ALDRICH. Yes, sir. 

Mr. GROOME. Then he has made another error of fact. There is 


another establishment in this country, a very considerable establish- 
ment, that of Henry Bower, in the city of Philadelphia, of recent ori 
gin, I know, but it has manufactured bichromate. I havein my hand 
a telegram received this morning from Mr. Bower, in which he states 
that the capacity of his works is one-third that of the Tyson works; 
that he has invested $150,000 in the plant of this manufactory; that he 
has $40,000 invested in the mining of ores in the State of California, 
and that the reduction of this duty may seriously interfere with the 
profitable manufacture of bichromate in this country. So much for 
that statement. 

The Senator from Kansas [Mr. INGALLS], also in speaking of this 
article stated it to be the fact that whenever the foreign manufacturers, 
this immense Glasgow monopoly of J. & J. White, attempted to bring 
their manufactured article into this country retaliatory measures were 
taken by the Baltimore house, and that the bichromate manufactured 
in Baltimore was sent into Europe to undersell the Scotch manufact- 
urers. That statement is an error also. I stated yesterday that in one 
instance where the Scotch company, having failed to exact terms from 
Tyson & Co., sent over their article and sold it at a positive loss in 
the United States with a view to crush out the Baltimore manufactory 
and thereby obtain absolute control of the market and be able to put up 
the price to such figures as they might choose to exact, the Baltimore 
company did meet them upon their own ground and did send bichro- 
mate to Europe and sell it at a loss of $40,000 in a single year. 

To show the inaccuracy of the Senator from Kansas in stating that 
that has been the usual course of this business, and that the Baltimore 
house sends its bichromate to Europe whenever the European hous 
sends to America, it is only necessary to state the fact that every yea 
bichromate is imported into this country to a very large amount. The 


‘duties collected upon it last year were upward of $97,000, and the 


amount imported into this country then was 2,449,875 pounds, show- 
ing, as I think, very clearly that the Senator from Kansas was in error 
in the statement that he made. Bichromate has never been, as I have 
been informed and believe, exported except in the one case to which I 
have alluded, and then for the reason I have stated. 

I desire to state another fact. I am assured that if the profit were 
sufficient to justify the working to the very fullest extent of this Bal- 
timore manufactory, to justify the getting out of chrome ore in greater 
quantities and by more expensive processes, the Baltimore house could 
furnish the whole supply of bichromate of potash needed for its various 
uses in our land, and that the only reason that house does not do it and 
does not attempt to do it is that the margin of profit upon it is not 
sufficient to justify them in making the extra exertions and incurring 
the extra expenses necessary to secure that result. 

Mr. ALLISON. I should like toask the Senator from Maryland how 
long this manufacture has been in existence in Baltimore? 

Mr. GROOME. Somewhere from thirty-five to fifty years. 
know accurately. 

Mr. ALLISON. Mr. President, one word only on this subject. | 
agreed to the recommendation of the committee to place the duty on bi- 
chromate of potash at 3 cents a pound. I did so believing that that 
would be an ample provision for all those who were engaged in its man- 
ufacture or who proposed to engage in its manufacture. I think I can 
say, as the Senator from Rhode Island said yesterday, that there is but 
one manufactory in the United States at the present time. There is an- 
other manufactory about to be started in Philadelphia by Mr. Bower. 
but he has not yet commenced the production of bichromate of potash. 

Mr. GROOME. _I will simply say that Mr. Bower states to the con- 
trary. 

Mr. ALLISON. He may have made a few pounds of it. 

Mr. ALDRICH. I have a dispatch from Mr. Bower in my hand, in 
which he states that his works are just completed—a dispatch received 
within five or ten minutes of this time. 

Mr. ALLISON. Mr. Bower stated to the committee that his manu 
factory was about completed, and that he had already rted from 
California to Philadelphia a thousand tons of chrome ore. I am told 
that the manufactory in Baltimore also transports its ore from California 


I do not 
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to Baltimore for the purposes of manufacture. I understand further 
that most of the chrome ores in the Atlantic States are exhausted. 
Whether I am mistaken about that or not I do not know; but I do 
know that there are considerable quantities of chrome ore in California, 
some discovered some time ago and some recently discovered. It would 
occur to persons who are interested in this product that the natural 
place to make bichromate of potash would be in California, where the 
ores are; but it seems that these gentlemen transport the ores from Cal- 
ifornia first a considerable distance by rail and other modes of convey- 
ance to San Francisco, and then by water to Baltimore, and also pro- 
to do so from California to Philadelphia. 

From 1861 to 1875 the duty on bichromate of potash was 5 cents a 
pound. This Mr. Tyson was able through all the period of the war, 
through all the period that followed the war, with heavy internal tax- 
ation, to manufacture successfully in competition with the Scotch house 
bichromate of potash at a duty of 3 cents a pound. 

Mr. GORMAN. I know the Senator from Iowa desires to be entirely 
fair in this matter. 

Mr. ALLISON. I do. 

Mr. GORMAN. At that time the premiumon gold, the duty being 
collected in gold, made this production more profitable than it would be 
ata duty of 4 cents now. 

Mr. ALLISON. I cannot go into the discussion of what the effect 
of the premium on gold was, either on imported articles or on the pro- 
duction of domestic articles. The general theory has been that the 
premium on gold had some effect on home prices, so that I suppose the 
price fluctuated in accordance with it; but here we were with « heavy 
burden of internal taxes in every form running through a long period 
of time, and yet this Baltimore firm was able to produce bichromate 
of potash in competition with the monopoly on the other side of the 
water at a duty of 3 cents a pound. 

In 1875, for what purpose I do not know, but by some remarkable 
interposition in the little tariff bill which we passed in that year, bi- 
chromate of potash jumped up a cent a pound; and by a similar dis- 
position somewhere the Tariff Commission reported it at 4 cents a pound. 
I do not know why they did that thing. I do not know whether it 
was because the chemists’ association, which had a great deal to do 
with this chemical schedule, was about to start the manufacture of bi- 
chromate of potash or not ; but it is quite certain that this article never 
bore a duty higher than 3 cents a pound in this country until 1875. | 
am willing to stand by that duty and let it remain at 3 cents a pound: 
but I am not willing, without protest, to increase this duty beyond 
what it was during the long period intervening from 1861 to 1875. 

Mr. GROOME. I send to the Secretary’s desk and ask to have read 
the dispatch which I alluded to a few moments ago as received trom 
Mr. Bower, of Philadelphia. 

The Principal Legislative Clerk read as follows : 

PHILADELPHIA, January 16, 1883. 
Jas. BLAcK Groome, U. 8. 8.: 


The assertion made on the floor of the Senate yesterday that the manufacture 
of bichromate of potash was a monopoly in this country isnottrue. Lam largely 
interested in the manufacture of this article in this city,and have erected works 


T 


that have already produced bichromate, and have at present a capacity of one- | 


third that of Tyson’s worksat Baltimore. A reduction of duty on thisarticle might 
be disastrous to this enterprise. The claims for reduction come from selfish in- 
terests that are largely protected themselves and that are aided by foreign influ- 
ence to drive this manufacture out of this country. California is largely inter- 
ested, as the raw material used in my works comes from there. I have $40,000 
invested in California in mining chrome ore. 
HENRY BOWER, Ma nufacturing Chemist, 
Gray's Ferry Road, Philadelphia. 

Mr. VANCE. At the risk of being held out of order, I beg leave 
again to remind Senators that we have a Government that is to be sup- 
ported by taxation and that the power conferred upon Congress by the 


Constitution of the United States to levy imposts is for the purpose of 


defraying the expenses of that Government. I have heard nothing in 
the course of this discussion except the interest of private parties. We 
are asked to legislate for the interest of this Baltimore house, whether 
it is a monopoly or not, or the possible interests of a house that per- 
haps, peradventure, please God, may be established in Philadelphia. 
Now, sir, I think it is necessary that we should legislate for the true 
objects of the Government and under the true sense of the power con- 
— upon Congress by the Constitution, and look to the revenues a 
ittle. 

Mr. MAXEY. 


the Government ? 

Mr. VANCE. The people, asa matterof course. The telegram which 
has just been read from Mr. Bower, I believe, speaks of the opposition to 
the present duty upon bichromate of potash asa selfish interest. What 
right have the people, who pay the taxes on bichromate of potash, 
which enters into nearly all the manufactures of the country, and that 
swells the price that is to be paid for the manufactured articles, to com- 


I ask the Senator from North Carolina for whose in- | 
terest we should legislate when we consider who pay the expenses of 


plain or interfere in Congress when there is an attempt to lower the | 
price of the articles that they have to pay for? That is denominated | 


as a selfish interest. 

I am opposed to the continuance of this duty on bichromate of pot- 
ash. The house in Baltimore whether it deems it proper to be so styled 
or not, in the language of a celebrated character whether it regards it- 


self or wishes so to be regarded as a monopoly or not, is virtually a 
monopoly, inasmuch as no other manufactory of that article is in ex 
istence in the United States, if we may possibly except the embryo 
manutactory of which we have just had notice from Mr. Bower. It 
employs, | understand, from fifty to seventy-five men 

Mr. GORMAN. From tive hundred to a thousand 

Mr. VANCE. From tive hundred to a thousand. Say 5,000 if you 
will, still the interest of Mr. ‘Tyson is to be consulted and not the in 
terest of the 500 or 5,000 or 50 men who are in his employ It isa vir 
tual monopoly, and it has had three generations, as I am informed, 
nearly well on to one hundred years to try whether under a protective 
taritt, ranging according to the discretion of the various Congresses on 
the subject, other manutictories would spring up and bring down the 
price, and it has not been done If it has had a trial for three genera 
tions and still continues the same old monopoly with no rival, Tam in 
favor of putting it on the free-list, where it ought to be, and that is the 
proper way to relieve the manuticturers of this country 

Mr. HAWLEY Nobody feels more anxious than | to hasten so fer 
as practicable the consideration of this bill, but if my friend from North 
Carolina will allow me, I propose to say a word in behalfof the manu 
facturers whom he is seeking to relieve It does not always follow that 
the manufacturer desires to put upon the free-list articles which he 
needs in his manufacture. If bichromate of potash could be got for 2 
3, or 4 cents a pound, he would be very greatly delighted, tor it would 
enable him to produce his calico and his woolen goods more cheaply 
but the men who sustain a concern like that at Baltimore—and there 
are numerous other instances of men who sustain a single concern o1 
two or three of them—are these very manuticturers because they de 
sire a check upon the foreign manutacture of this, tothem rew material 

An analogous case is that of the duty upon nickel there being but 
one nickel-producing mine in the United States. The Connecticut 
manutacturers of German silver and the men who use nickel in a great 
variety of ways were atraid to have Mr. Wharton killed as a manutiet 
urer, because he served to keep the price of foreign nickel down, and 
when it was proposed a while ago to abolish or reduce greatly the duty 
upon nickel—I have forgotten which—the very Connecticut manutaet 
urers for whom the Senator from North Carolina speaks came to Con 
gress and said, ** No, let Mr. Wharton live, we play him off against the 
foreigners, and without him they would come down upon us with 25 
or 50 per cent. increase on nickel 

The New England manufiwturers do not want to destroy the Balti 
more concern, but this they do wish always, that as fast as it may be 
practicable such duties may be reduced if a reduction would bring about 
a decrease in the price of the article. That is not always certain. They 
want their bichromate of potash as cheaply as they ean, and they tak« 
naturally enough whichever course would best bring that about. I 
that course is better brought about by sustaining with a reasonable duty 
the Baltimore concern, they take that course, and 1] think in this cas 
they do not want the Baltimore concern destroyed 

Mr. VANCE 


I want to disclaim that my aim is primarily to relieve 
the manufacturers. The manutieturers demand a high protective tar 
ifffor their relief. To that Lam opposed; but Tsay if they were allowed 
to have their raw material free, or very nearly free, they then could 
afford to do with less of a protective tariff, and in that sense only am I 
anxious for their relief. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore lhe question is on the amendment 
of the Senator from Maryland [ Mr. GorMAN | 

Mr. SAULSBURY. IT should like to inquire of the chairman of the 
Committee on Finance, or some other gentleman on the committee, how 
the increase of one-half a cent would affect the revenue on this article’ 

Mr. MORRILL. If the same amount should be imported, it of course 
would increase it a little. 

Mr. SAULSBURY. That is the very point I should like to know 
whether it is likely to affect the importation, whether the one-half cent 
proposed to be added will decrease or prevent the importation from 
which we are now deriving ninety-odd thousand dollars 

Mr. MORRILL.  [ do not think it would be aprohibitory duty, but 
it would be more protective, and probably there might bea less amount 
imported, but it would not diminish the revenue 

Mr. GORMAN. I will say to the Senator from Delaware, that the 
present duty is 4 cents apound, and the amendment | propose is to make 
it 33 cents a pound, a reduction of halfia cent a pound. Of course 
the more hichromate is imported, the greater will be the revenue. 

The.PRESIDENT pro tempore. The question is on the amendment 
of the Senator from Maryland [ Mr. GorMAN | 

The amendment was rejected—ayes 0, noes not counted 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The question now is on the amend 
ment of the Senator from Kansas [ Mr. INGALLS], tostrike out line 247 
in these words: 

Bichromate of potash, 3 cents per pound 

Mr. MORRILL. I hope the Senator trom Kansas will withdraw 
that. 

Mr. INGALLS. At the request of the chairman of the committee 
and against my own convictions I withdraw that amendment. 

The PRESIDENT protempore. Theamendmentiswithdrawn, The 
line as reported is agreed to, unless objection be made. 
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Mr. VANCE. What became of the motion of the Senator from Ken- 
tucky [Mr. Beck] to make the duty 25 per cent. ad valorem ? 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. That was withdrawn, as the secre- 
tary informs the Chair. 

The next amendment of the Committee on Finance was to insert as 
line 248: 

Cobalt, oxide of, 20 per cent. ad valorem. 

The item was agreed to. 

The next amendment was to insert as line 249: 

Copper, sulphate of, or blue vitriol, 3 cents per pound. 

Mr. SLATER 


as to read: 


I move to strike out ‘‘ three ’’ and insert *‘ two;’’ so 


Copper, sulphate of, or blue vitriol, 2 cents per pound. 


By reference to the imports of last year I find that at the present 
rate of duty, 4 cents per pound, the total amounteof this article imported 
was 20 pounds, and the total amount of the duty collected was 80 
centa. 


In order to get some revenue from this article, I desire to put it at a | 
point where we may anticipate that there will be some importation, | 


that the duty shall not be prohibitory in its character. 


Besides, I come from the northwest section of the Union, a wheat- 


producing section, and it has come under my observation that this arti- 
cle is used very largely by farmers as a means to prevent smut in wheat. 
It is used in large quantities, and while they are taxed upon everything 
else to the highest point, it seems to me we might begin to give them 
a little relief on the vitriol they use in saturating their wheat in order 
to protect it fromsmut. I really think it ought to go on the free-list. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The question is on the amendment 
of the Senator from Oregon [Mr. SLATER}. 

The question being put, the ayes were 14 and the noes 13—no quorum 
voting. 

Mr. MORGAN. I call for the yeas and nays. 

Mr. MORRILL. If there is nota quorum present I know of no other 
way than to have the yeas and nays. I merely state that this item is 
a reduction of the present rate of duty from 4 centsa pound to 3 cents. 

The yeas and nays were ordered, and the Principal Legislative Clerk 
proceeded to call the roll. 

Mr. CAMERON, of Wisconsin (when his name was called). I am 
paired for the day with the Senator from Mississippi [Mr. GrorGE]. 
If he were present, I should vote ‘* nay.”’ 

Mr. JACKSON (when the name of Mr. HARRIS was called). I an- 
nounce the pair of my colleague [Mr. HARRIS] with the Senator from 
Michigan [Mr. Ferry]. If present, my colleague would vote ‘* yea.’’ 

Mr. McMILLAN (when his name was called), I am paired with 
the Senator from North Carolina [Mr. RANsomM], who was called from 
the Chamber by the sickness of a friend. If he were here, I should 
vote **nay’’ and he would vote ** yea.’’ 

The roll-call was concluded. 

Mr. ALLISON. Iam paired with the Senator from Delaware [Mr. 
BAYARD]. Ido not know how he would vote on this proposition, but 
I should vote ‘‘ nay ’’ if he were here. 

Mr. HARRISON. Perhaps I ought to state that [am paired with 
the Senator from West Virginia [Mr. DAvis], but left at liberty on 
these questions, except one, to vote as | deem proper. 

The result was announced—yeas 22, nays 24; as follows. 


YEAS—22. 
Barrow, Farley, Jonas, Saulsbury, 
Beck, Garland, Jones of Florida, Slater, 
Butler, Groome, Lamar, Vance, 
Call, Grover, Maxey, Walker. 
Cockrell, Hampton, Mo ™ 
Coke, Jackson, Peak. 
NAYS—24. 

Aldrich, Dawes, Lapham, Platt, 
Anthony, Hale, I n, Rollins, 
Blair, Harrison, Mahone, Sawyer, 
Cameron of Pa., Hawley, Miller of Cal., Sewell, 
Chilcott, Hill, Miller of N. ¥., Sherman, 
Conger, ingalls, Morrill, Windom. 

ABSENT—30. 
Allison, Fair, Jonesof Nevada, Ransom, 
Bayard, Ferry, Kell . Saunders, 
Brown, e, MeDill, Van Wyck, 
Camden, George, MeMillan, Vest, 
Cameron of Wis., Gorman, McPherson, Voorhees, 
Davis of Ill., Harris, Mitchell, Williams. 
Davis of W. Va., Hoar, Pendleton, 
Edmunds, Johnston, Plumb, 


So the amendment was rejected. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The question recurs on the adoption 
of the amendment reported as in line 249. 

The amendment was agreed to. 

Lines 250 and 251 were read, as follows: 

Iron, sulphate of, or copperas, one-quarter of 1 cent per pound. 


Mr. ALDRICH. We had several discussions as to the duty on cop- 
in the committee, and the rate was c once or twice, but 
finally fixed by the committee at three-tenths of a cent per pound, but 


in some way the action of the committee was not incorporated in the 
| bill. The present duty is one-half cent a pound. This item should 
| read three-tenths of a cent per pound. I move to amend so as to make 
the bill conform to what was the real action of the committee. 
The PRESIDENT protempore. Theamendment is tostrike out ‘‘ one- 
quarter ’’ and insert *‘ three-tenths;’’ so as to read: 
Iron, sulphate of, or copperas, three-tenths of 1 cent per pound. 


Mr. BECK. We all agreed to that, after pretty careful investigation. 
Theamendment wasagreed to; and the item as amended was agreed to. 
Line 252 was read as follows: 

Acetate of lead, brown, 3 cents per pound, 

Mr. ALDRICH. The committee desire that these lead provisions 
should go over until we fix the duty on pig lead and on lead ore, as the 
whole range of lead products may have to be changed in accordance 
with the rates fixed on those articles. Therefore down to line 261 
should be passed over. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. By common understanding those 
items can be passed over, from line 252 to line 260 inclusive. 

Mr. BECK. That is to await the action on pig lead. 

Mr. ALDRICH. On pig lead and lead ore. 

The items in lines 261, 262, 263, and 264 were read and agreed to as 
follows: 

Magnesia, medicinal, carbonate of, 5 cents per pound. 
Magnesia, calcined, 10 cents per pound. 
Magnesia, sulphate of, or Epsom salts, one-half of 1 cent per pound. 
Lines 265, 266, and 267 were read, as follows: 
Potash : 
Crude, carbonate of, or fused, and caustic potash, 20 per cent. ad valorem. 

Mr. VANCE. The crude carbonate of potash ought to be upon the 
free-list. It is made, as is known, from the ashes of leaves, and the 
source of supply being dependent on our forests, is becoming scarcer 
and scarcer every day as those forests disappear. It is essential to be 
used in manufactures. The duty was first put upon the article to pro- 
tect the potash men in this country against Canadian potash, but since 
the disappearance of our forests it seems to me it isour true policy, out- 
| side of the consideration of the tariff itself, to encourage the importa- 
tion of the article made from the woods and forests of other countries 
to the saving of our own; and as the price is getting higher and 
| higher all the time in consequence of the decrease of the wood from 
which it is manufactured, I move to strike out that article and insert 
it in the free-list. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. 
lines 266 and 267, in these words: 

Crude, carbonate of, or fused, and caustic potash, 20 per cent. ad valorem. 

Mr. MORRILL. I trust that will not be done. It is merely giving 
a premium to the people who live on the other side of the line. Inall 
the northern parts of this country they still use wood as a fuel, and 
therefore make ashes from it, from which they subsequently make 
potash, and whatever profit there may be in the Northern States of the 
| country in that product I trust will still remain, and that we shall not 
give an advantage to the people who live on the other side of the line. 

Mr. VANCE. The product of the present duty is only $25,000. 
That is the amount of the revenue collected, and it seems to me so ob- 
viously our policy to preserve our forests, because it is utter destruc- 
tion to the forests to convert them into potash, that we ought to be 
much obliged to the Canadians who will burn their woods and bring 
over the potash for our use. 

Mr. MORRILL. None of our people burn their forests for the sake 
of the ashes at the present time. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The question is on the amendment 
of the Senator from North Carolina [Mr. VANCE]. 

The amendment was rejected. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The question is on the amendment 
of the committee. 

The amendment was agreed to. 

Line 268 was read and agreed to, as follows: 

Chlorate of, 3 cents per pound. 

Line 269 was read, as follows: 

Hydriodate of, 50 cents per pound. 


Mr. BECK. I should like to ask the Senator from Rhode Island if 
the committee did not consolidate a number of these matters of detail 
on a reinvestigation and classify them all under one or two classes, in- 
stead of six of them as here inserted? That is my recollection. 

Mr. ALDRICH. It wasstated to the sub-committee that hydriodate 
of potash, iodate, and iodide were all the same thing, and that they 
might properly be all classed as iodate of potash. The whole commit- 
tee never have acted upon it. 

Mr. BECK. I beg pardon; I thought they did. 

Mr. MORRILL. I think they ought to be included together. 

Mr. BECK. That seemed to be thesense of the sub-committee after 
hearing the gentlemen who had charge of the matter. I thought the 
committee had acted on it, but I was not there at the time. 

Mr. ALLISON. It will not hurt to leave it as it is. 

Mr. MORRILL. I move to amend, on line 269, by inserting after 
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‘ hydriodate ’’ the words “‘iodide of and iodate of, 
be all classed together. 

The amendment was agreed to. 4 

Mr. MORRILL. Then I move to strike out lines 270 and 271, as 
follows: 

Iodide of, 50 cents per pound. 

lodate of, 50 cents per pound. 

The motion was agreed to. 

Lines 272 and 273 were read and agreed to, as follows: 

Prussiate of red, 10 cents per pound. 

Prussiate of yellow, 5 cents per pound. 

Lines 274 and 275 were read, as follows: 

Nitrate of, or saltpeter, crude, one-half of 1 cent per pound. 


Mr. PLATT. I move to amend by striking out, in line 274, the words 
‘‘ one-half of,’’ the object being to leave the duty on saltpeter as it is at 
the present time, and I desire to make a very short statement, and I 
think my amendment will commend itself to the Senate. 

Saltpeteris manufactured in thiscountry under the name of converted 


so that they will 


saltpeter. It is imported in a natural state from Calcutta through En- 
gland. The rate of duty was formerly 2} cents per pound on crude salt- 


peter. It has been reduced at different times until the present rate is 
l cent per pound. It is manufactured in my own State, and I know 
something of the business. The business of the manufacture of salt- 
peter, which is made from nitrate of soda and muriate of potash com- 
bined, has not been a profitable business. The rate as it stood before 

yas only 26.84 per cent. ad valorem. The Tariff Commission propose 
to reduce it one-half, for what reason I do not know. Nobody asked 
for it except an importer of the natural article, and the manufacturers 
protested against it. The manufacturersof powder, who use it, protested 
against it because they do not want to destroy the manufacture of it in 
this country. 

The importation of saltpeter into this country has been prohibited 
twice. It was prohibited once in 1861 just when we were commencing 
the war, and it was that prohibition which established the manufacture 
of converted saltpeter in thiscountry. It is anarticle which manifestly, 
as it seems to me, we ought to manufacture in this country forthe pur- 
pose of our defense if nothing else, and we ought not to cripple the 
manufacture in this country so as to give to England the control of that 
article which enters into the manufacture of powder. 

I may say with reference to it that it does not enter into the lower 
and cheaper grades of powder. They are made of nitrate of soda and 
not of saltpeter, either the natural saltpeter or the converted saltpeter. 
It is used for the manufacture of the finer grades of powder, which are 
really luxuries, sporting powders. 

This matter I believe was brought to the attention of the committee 
and passed over by the committee without full consideration. I am 
quite sure that to reduce this rate would quite seriously cripple the 
manufacture of the article in this country. 


Mr. COCKRELL. What is the difference between the proposed and 
the present tariff? 
Mr. PLATT. The present tariff is only 1 one cent a pound, or 26.84 


percent. ad valorem. The proposed tariff is one- half cent per pound, 
or 13.42 per cent. ad valorem. It is a very low duty, as will be seen. 
Mr. DAWES. There have been a good many changes in the tariff 
on this subject since I have had connection with tariff legislation. 
once tried the experiment of having the crude at 2) and the refined at 
2 cents a pound, and then it all came in as refined. 
and then it allcameinascrude. Ishould think that with this arrange- 
ment the result would be precisely the same. But if there is anything 
in the world that we ought to be independent of foreign nations in it is 
with reference to those materials out of which gunpowder is manutact- 
ured. I think that to be dependent upon a foreign nation for the raw 


materials the component parts of gunpowder, would be a very bad | 
And although gunpowder is not | 


condition of things in time of war. 
manufactured exclusively of this article, yet it is largely; and it is con- 
trolled abroad entirely by Great Britain; and Great Britain on two or 
three occasions, when they needed all the material out of which gun- 


powder could be manufactured for their own use, forbade the export of 


it out of their country. If it so happened that they should be in that 
condition and at the same time at war with us we should be ina 
miserably dependent condition if we had no means of manufacturing 
gunpowder ourselves. 

Our grandfathers used to tell us about the straits we were in in the 
Revolution to get the material out of which gunpowder was manufact- 
ured ; and that I think was the experience of both sides in the time 
of the late war. Our friends on the other side, we used to hear, were 
driven very much tostraits in that regard. I should think they would 
feel like being entirely independent, as all of us would, of foreign gov- 
ernments for any material that entered into the manufacture of gun- 
powder. Wecandevelop in thiscountry enough of this material, as well 
as the material out of which the coarser kinds of gunpowder are manu- 
factured. We can doit ourselves and be absolutely independent. Why 
should we not? 


Mr. VANCE. If I am correctly informed, Mr. President, of all the 
xIV——78 
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chemicals that enter into the arts this one needs most to be placed upon 
It is not only used tor 


of the most important elements ip the manufacture of sulphuric acid, 
which is the universal solvent for all the materials of which our agri 
cultural fertilizers are composed. The phosphate rock of South Caro 
lina and other similar materials are obliged to be operated upon by 
sulphuric acid; and the use of fertilizers on the exhausted soils of the 
Atlantic States, which are rapidly being exhausted, is increasing from 
year to year. My own State of North Carolina uses about $4,000,000 
worth of chemical fertilizers per annum, and they are constantly being 
One of the material and most 


acid, and I do hope that the Senate will consent to see it placed upon 
the free-list for the special benetit of the agricultural people of this 
country. 

Mr. PLATT. Ido not know to what extent it is used in the man 
ufacture of sulphuric acid. I know that of the persons who appeared 
before the Tariff Commission there was only one person who appeared 
asking for a reduction of this duty. He was a druggist, and he gave 
the uses of it, but he did not mention sulphuric acid. The manutact 
urer of it appeared and gave the uses of it, among which he did not 
mention sulphuric acid; and I have never heard anything of its appli 
cation to the manufacture of sulphurie acid. All that the Senator from 
North Carolina says may, nevertheless, be true 

Mr. MAXEY. My judgment about it is that the tax should be equit 
ably distributed-—— 

Mr. PLATT. If the Senator from Texas will permit me, [ am in 
formed by the Senator from Colorado [Mr. Ht], whom I judge to be 
an expert in these matters, that it is nitrate of soda which is used in 
the manufacture of sulphuric acid, and that comes in tree, I believe 

Mr. MAXEY. Asa matter of course, it is very easy to see that that 


| nitrate is the cheapest element in making sulphuric acid as a solv 


ent. That is not the point | was going to make. My point is simply 
this, that we have got to raise a large amount of money, and this money 
must be raised by a tariff laid upon imported goods, and that tarift 


justly and equitably ought to be distributed among the various arti 


cles. Now, I see no reason why this article, which mainly is a luxury, 
should not bear a fair and equitable proportion of the taxes paid by the 
people. I think we ought to retain it as it is in the bill 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The question is on the amendment 
of the Senator from Connecticut [Mr. PLATT], to strike out ‘‘ one-half 
of’? in line 274, so as to leave the duty 1 cent per pound 

The amendment was agreed to. 

Mr. PLATT. I now move that “‘ nitrate of, or refined saltpeter,’’ in 
line 276, be put up to 1} cents per pound, to correspond with the ad 
vance in the former line, to make it a half cent more 

Mr. MAXEY. I understand the committee reported one-half of 1 
cent, as it now is in line 274. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore 


The Senate has struck out ‘‘ one 


| half of.’’ 


Mr. MAXEY. Ido not think that was understood, however, here, 
and I should like to have the votetaken over again. 1 want to leave the 
item as the committee reported it 

Mr. PLATT. The present tariff is 1 cent a pound 

Mr. MAXEY. I understand; but the committee report one-half of 
1 cent per pound. 

Mr. PLATT. The Tariff Commission reduced it to one-half of 1 cent 

Mr. MAXEY. One-half of 1 cent it is in the bill 

Mr. PLATT. The committee had some consideration of this matter, 
and I think were inclined to restore the tariff to what it is now, but 
passed over it without coming to any conclusion on this subject 

Mr. MAXEY. My own judgment is that I took this bill and said. 
what I did on the faith of what the committee report. The commit 
tee report one-half of 1 cent per pound. That I think is thir, and if 
the Senate understand the case they will take that view I theretore 
ask that that vote be taken again. 

The PRESIDENT pro te mpore. 
PLATT] moves to strike out 
the duty 1 cent per pound 
that amendment. 

Mr. MORRILL. This is one of the articles that General Jackson 
thought we ought to be independent of all the world in manufacturing. 

The question being put, there were on a division 

Mr. PLATT. Let us have the yeas and nays 

The yeas and nays were ordered 

Mr. HAWLEY. One word. There are three things that a nation 
can not afford to be without; there are three things which it ought to 
manufacture. One of them is powder, another is iron, another is wool; 
and you propose by this change in this duty practically to destroy what 
ever manufactures of saltpeter there are in the country. The most 
rampant free-trader that I have ever known is disposed to agree with 
the proposition I make. Youcan not carry on war, you can not defend 
your national life, without saltpeter, or powder and iron and wool 
Great Britain has twice within a generation cut off the sole supply of 
saltpeter that we get. We get this crude saltpeter from Calcutta, 


The Senator from Connecticut [Mr 
‘‘one-half of’? in line 274, so as to leave 
The Chair will put the question again on 


ayes 19, noes 21. 
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within her dominions. We ought, if we have any due regard to the 
proprieties, the necessities, of the national life, even if it were necessary 
to pay a bounty, to protect the manufacture of saltpeter in the United 
States. 

Now, the powder manufacturers want this saltpeter quite as cheap 
as anybody, and yet the men in this country who make powder and who 
would be glad to get saltpeter as cheaply as possible reconcile them- 
selves to this and assent to a reasonable duty upon saltpeter. 

Mr. MAXEY. As far as the use of powder for war purposes is con- 
cerned, unless this world changes from what it has alway been hereto- 
fore, that will not depend upon putting half a cent additional into the 
pockets of powder manutacturers in the way of protection. Whenever the 
United States needed powder it always has had powder and always will 
have powder; so of iron and soof wool. At last it comes down to a ques- 


tion of this kind, and it is the simple question: Is thisa fair, just propor- | 


tion which this article ought to bear as compared with all other articles 
that ought to be taxed? Thatis theonly question init. The committee 
report one-half cent a pound, That does not suit certain parties; and 
if the Senate gives way to every particular industry that comes along 
here you will make the entire fifty millions of people in the United States 
simply hewers of wood and drawers of water for the protected industries. 
I am opposed to the whole principle. The amount which is in here is 
the fair, equitable, and just proportion, and it isall the peopleshould pay. 

Mr. PLATT. Ido not want to prolong this debate, but I desire to 
say that if it is advisable that saltpeter should be manufactured in this 
country it will not do to reduce the present rate of duty. There is the 
simple proposition. The manufacturers are making no money on it, 
and most of the firms engaged in the business have failed. It came 
about just in this way: Great Britain stopped the exportation of salt- 
peter at the commencement of the war. That developed this industry, 
and then it had a protection of 24 cents a pound on the natural saltpeter, 
and under that tariff this industry was built up. Afterward the tariff 
was reduced from 24 cents to 1 cent a pound, and that has taken away 
all the profit, substantially, of the manufacturers of saltpeter. Now you 
propose to reduce it one-half cent more. Of course I do not want to 
say the same thing over and over again about manufactures, but in 


this instance it is the destruction of the saltpeter manufacture in this 


country. Lf you want to do that, very well. 

The Principal Legislative Clerk proceeded to call the roll. 

Mr. ALLISON (when his name was called). I am paired with the 
Senator from Delaware [Mr. BAYARD]. 

Mr. PLATT. I think he would vote ‘‘ yea’’ on this amendment. 

Mr. ALLISON. I should vote ‘‘nay’’ on this amendment. 

Mr. CAMERON, of Wisconsin (when his name was called). 
paired with the Senator from Mississippi [Mr. GEORGE]. 

Mr. GARLAND (when his name was called). I am paired with the 
Senator from Vermont [Mr. EpMuNpDs]. If he were here, I should vote 
““nay’’ and he would vote ‘‘ yea.’’ 

Mr. JOHNSTON (when his name was called). I am paired with the 
Senator from Pennsylvania [Mr. MrrcHELL], who is absent at home on 
account of sickness in his family. 

The roll-call was concluded. 

Mr. McMILLAN. Lam paired with the Senator from North Carolina 
[Mr. RANsom]. If he were present, I should vote ‘* yea.’’ 

The result was announced—yeas 24, nays 21; as follows: 


T am 


YEAS—2A4. 
Aldrich, Frye, Kellogg, Platt, 
Anthony, Hale, Lapham, Rollins, 
Blair, Harrison, Logan, Sawyer, 
Cameron of Pa., Hawley, Mahone, Sewell, 
Conger, Hill, Miller of N. Y., Sherman, 
Dawes, Jones of Nevada, Morrill, Windom. 

NAYS—21. 
Barrow, Coke, Jones of Florida, Slater, 
Beck, Farley, Lamar, Vance, 
Butler Grover, Maxey, Walker. 
Call, Hampton, Morgan, 
Camden, Jackson, Pendleton, 
Cockrell, Jonas, Pugh, 

ABSENT —31. 

Allison, Fair, Ingalls, Ransom, 
Bayard, Ferry, Johnston, Saulsbury, 
Brown, Garland, MeDill, Saunders, 
Cameron of Wis., George, MeMillan, Van Wyck, 
Chilcott, Gorman, ePherson, Vest, 
Davis of I1l., Groome, Miller of Cal., Voorhees 
Davis of W. Va.,__ Harris, Mitchell, Williams. 
Edmunds, Hoar, Plumb, 


So the amendment was agreed to. 

The item as amended was agreed to. 

Line 276 was read, as follows: 

Nitrate of, or refined saltpeter, 1 cent per pound. 


Mr. PLATT. I now move to insert in line 276, before ‘‘cent,’’ the 
words ‘‘and one-half.’? There should be that distinction. That would 
be reducing the duty one-halfa cent a pound from what it isnow. The 
change is necessary in order to keep up the equilibrium between the 
two. 

The amendment was agreed to. 

The item as amended was agreed to. 











Lines 277 to 292 were read and agreed to, as follows: 
Sulphate of, 20 per cent. ad valorem. 
Soda : 
Soda ash, one-quarter of 1 cent per pound. 
Soda, sal, or soda crystals, one-quarter of 1 cent per pound. 
Bicarbonate of, or super-carbonate of, and saleratus, calcined or pearl ash, 1| 
cents per pound. 
Hydrate of caustic, 1 cent per pound. 
Sulphate, known as salt cake, crude or refined, or niter cake, crude or refined, 
and Glauber’s salt, one-quarter of | cent per pound. 
Sulphur: 
Refined, in rolls, $10 per ton. 
Sublimed, or flowers of, $20 per ton. 
Wood-tar, 10 per cent. ad valorem. 
Coal-tar, wells, 10 per cent. ad valorem. 
Lines 293 and 294 were read, as follows: 


Coal-tar, refined, naphtha, benzine, benzole, dead oil, and pitch, asphaltum, or 
bitumen, 20 per cent. ad valorem. 

Mr. ALLISON. There is an amendment necessary there. In line 
293, the word ‘‘refined’’ should be stricken out there and the words 
“products of, such as’’ inserted. 

Mr. SHERMAN. That we agreed upon. 

Mr. ALLISON. That we agreed upon in committee. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The amendment will be read. 

The ACTING SECRETARY. In line 293, after the word ‘‘coal-tar,’’ it 
is proposed to strike out ‘‘refined’’ and insert ‘‘ products of, such as;”’ 
so as to make the clause read: 

Coal-tar, products of, such as naphtha, benzine, benzole, dead oil, and pitch, 
asphaltum, or bitumen, 20 per cent. ad valorem. 

The amendment was agreed to. 

Mr. SHERMAN. Asphaltum and bitumen were agreed to be strickeu 
out from this. I call the attention of the Senator from Iowa to the 
fact. 

Mr. ALLISON. Asphaltum may be a product of coal-tar. 

Mr. SHERMAN. Asphaltum and bitumen are natural products. 

Mr. ALLISON. I know they are as well; but does the Senator from 
Ohio say they are not products of coal-tar? 

Mr. SHERMAN. They are natural products, I believe, of volcanic 
formation. 


Mr. ALLISON. Iknow theyare, but I also supposed that something 


| in the nature of asphaltum and bitumen was produced from coal-tar. 


Mr.SHERMAN. Ido not know. My impression is that asphaltum 
and bitumen ought to be on the free-list, especially natural asphaltum. 

Mr. ALLISON. Perhaps natural asphaltum or bitumen should be. 
I think we so agreed in committee. 

Mr. MORRILL. A majority of the committee so agreed. 

Mr. SHERMAN. I therefore move that “ asphaltum’”’ and ‘‘ bitu- 
men’’ be stricken out here and transferred to the free-list. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The question is on the amendment 
of the Senator from Ohio to strike out ‘* bitumen ”’ and ‘‘ asphaltum,”’ 
in line 294. 

The amendment was agreed to. 

Mr. BECK. The motion is to transfer them to the free-list as well. 

Mr.SHERMAN. We can putthem in the free-list when we reach it. 

Mr. BECK. Very well. 

Lines 293 and 294 as amended were agreed to. 

Lines 295 to 297 were read, as follows: 


All coal-tar colors or dyes, by whatever name known, and not specially enu- 
merated or provided for in this act, 35 per cent. ad valorem. 


Mr. COKE. Imove an amendment in line 297, that ‘‘thirty-five’’ 
be stricken out and ‘‘twenty-five’’ inserted; and in support of that 
amendment I will simply send to the Chair a concise statement of the 
reasons given for that change, which I ask may be read. 

The Acting Secretary read as follows: 

COAL-TAR COLORS AND DYES, 


The Tariff Commission recommend the following provision : 

“All coal-tar colors or dyes, by whatever name known, and not herein specially 
enumerated or provided for in this act, 40 per cent. ad valorem.” 

In behalf of the consumers of these dyes, whose names are signed to the peti- 
tion presented in the House of Representatives, and referred to the Committee 
on Ways and Means, we urge that the above rate should be reduced and fixed at 
a rate not to exceed 25 per cent. ad valorem, as asked in the petition. 

Our reasons, concisely stated, are as follows: 

1. The articlesin question are not luxuries, as the 40 per cent. recommended by 
the Tariff Commission would indicate, butare in the nature of raw material. They 
enter into the cost of production of silk, woolen, and cotton goods, and the effect 
of a high rate of duty is to materially increase the cost of the manufacture of 
such goods—a result disastrous to our home manufacturers, who are making an 
earnest effort to compete with English manufacturers in foreign markets, notably 
South America and Mexico. 

2. The manufacture of coal-tar dyes in the United States is not an industry that 
justifies such a rate of duty as is recommended by the Tariff Commission. The 
largest works, situated in Albany, New York, according to the testimony of the 
manager before the Tariff Commission, produces but one dye, and that a cheap 
one, known as aniline red. Thisdye ismade of arseniate of aniline, which is on 
the free-list, and is an article in itself almost a complete dye, uiring but a 
simple and inexpensive process to convert it into adye. This article—arseniate 
of aniline—is largely imported for this purpose. 

There are four or five other establishments, some of which do not manufacture 
dyes, but confine themselves to salts and acids, and none of which produce any 
considerable quantity of dyes. : 

This is the condition of the dye manufacture in this country, although it has 
been protected for eighteen years—by the act of June 30, 1864, at the rate of $1 
per pound and 35 per cent. ad valorem, and by the act now in force at 50 cents 
per pound and 35 per cent. ad valorem. 

From the most reliable statistics, we are able to say that there are less than 
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one hundred persons employed in making these dyes, with an amount of capital 
invested in proportion. i : 
"3 As to sarees. A large proportion of those now imported are cheap dyes 
But many dyes, still cheaper, which would be useful to our manufacturers, are 
»rohibited by the present rate of duty, and many would be by a 40 per cent. duty 
he increase in quantity that would be imported at a low rate of duty would 
more than compensate for the reduction in rate, so that the revenue to the Gov- 
ernment, instead of being diminished, would, in our opinion, be increased. 
Mr. MILLER, of New York. I move to amend the amendment 
of the Senator from Texas by making the rate 40 per cent. instead of 
35 or 25. The circular which has just been read, which purports to be 
signed by an attorney for consumers, came to me under cover from the 
importers, Or rather from the agents of the German manufacturers. | 
am surprised that it is presented here indorsed as it has been. 
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Mr. MORRILL. It reduces the amount something over half a mill 


ion dollars, about $550,000 if the importation should be the same as it 
was last vear 


Mr. COKE. Mr. President, the argument which I had read at the 
Secretary's desk just now is all the information I have on this subject 
It was presented to the House of Representatives with a large petition, 
which states very clearly most cogent reasons for the conclusions drawn 
init. Itasks that the duty on this head be fixed at 25 instead of 35 
per cent., and that argument states that there are less than one hun 


| dred men in the United States concerned or interested in the produc 


The present rate of duty on coal-tar colors or aniline colors is 35 per | 


cent. ad valorem and 50 cents per pound. Under that rate of duty a 
number of establishments have been erected where aniline colors ot 
the first quality are now manufactured in the United States, and have 
been for a number of years back. It has been only since the manutact- 
ure began in the United States that the cost of these colors has been 
reduced to the American consumer on an average of 50 per cent., and 
in making that statement I speak of what I know by my own personal 
knowledge. 

The recommendation of the committee that the duty be fixed at 35 
per cent. ad valorem, taking off the 50 cents per pound, will simply, at 
one stroke of the pen, wipe out of existence the industry in this coun- 
try. This proposed reduction of the duty is made undoubtedly, as it 
is supposed, in the interest of the dyers and printers, but they make a 
great mistake, in my judgment, in coming here and asking that all 
manufactories of dyes which have been established in this country shall 
be broken up, and that they shall again go back and be compelled to 
rely entirely upon the foreign manufacture. If this manutacture is 
destroyed in this country, it will not be a twelvemonth before the 
price of aniline dyes will be raised in this country from 25 to 50 per 
cent. As I have stated from my own personal knowledge, most of these 
dyes have been reduced nearly 50 per cent. in their selling price since 
these establishments were started in this country. 

It seems to me that in a reduction of the tariff we should have some 
consideration for the industries which have been established under the 
now existing tariff. The now existing tariff, as I have stated, is 35 per 
cent. ad valorem and 50 cents per pound. The Tariff Commission rec- 
ommend a rate of 40 per cent. ad valorem. The committee, it seems, 
were not satisfied with that and have gone still lower, and my friend 
from Texas proposes to go still lower than that. If the rate of duty 
recommended here by the committee is to be adopted, or that proposed 
by the Senator from Texas is tobe adopted, it would be much better that 
we should strike out this clause entirely and put the article upon the 


tion of these dyes 
ures, 


The dyes enter generally into textile manutaet 
It is the interest of the consumers of all sorts of textile goods 
that dyes should be as cheap as possible; the whole population of this 
country is interested that they shall be as cheap as possible; and the 
Senator trom New York moves an amendment to my amendment pro 
posing an advance upon the committee's report in behalf, as the argu 


| ment which was read a while ago from the 


or Secretary's desk states, of 
less than one hundred people concerned in the production of these dyes 
Mr. MILLER, of New York. May lL ask the Senator a question ? 
I should like to know his authority tor stating that there are less than 
one hundred people engaged in this enterprise. 
Mr. COKE. That is the statement in the argument accompanying 
the petition of a large number of manufacturing consumers of these 


| dyes presented to the Ways and Means Committee of the House of Rep 


free-list, for the rate of duty here proposed or that proposed by the Sena- | 


tor from Texas is not sufficient to maintain the industry in this coun- | further than has been proposed by the committee, which is 35 per cent 


try; and if we are to entirely destroy the industry, then, as this legis- 


lation is supposed to be in the interest of the dyers and printers of cali- | 


coes and other goods in this country, it would be much better to put 
it entirely upon the free-list. 


ple, and in the interest of the dyers and printers of this country that 
there should be left upon this article such a rate of duty as will enable 
its manufacture to be still carried on in this country. The manutiet- 


possible to go on, and | have facts and figures here to show it, but | 
will not take up the time of the Senate at this moment by reading them. 
It seems to me thatin making these reductions we should be governed 


by some general principle. It has been stated that the reduction of 


duties generally through the bill is from 20 to 25 per cent. The reduc- 
tion made by the committee is fully 50 per cent. in this case. I pre 
sent these facts for the consideration of the Senate, knowing that ifeither 
one of these rates is adopted this industry will be entirely destroyed. 

Mr. PLATT. Ishould like to ask whether this matter was fully 
considered in committee, and whether the committee were agreed on the 
rate proposed in the bill ? 

Mr. MORRILL. I will say that the committee had alongdiseussion 
upon this matter and the Tariff Commission reported very fully upon 
it. There are many pages in their reportin relation to these aniline dyes. 

Only a few years ago some of these colors were very expensive, cost- 
ing from five to seven or eight dollars a pound. The duty which was 
then put upon them was not too extravagant; but recently they have 
been reduced in cost so that the average cost of the aniline dyes im- 
ported is at present about $1.25 or $1.30 per pound, and that embraces 
perhaps one hundred different shades of color and some of these colors 
are very much more expensive than others. 

The committee were anxious to continue the manufacture of these 
aniline dyes in the United States, from the fact that nearly all the coal 
tar which comes from our gas manufactories is now utterly wasted and 
unused. If there can be a use made for it, it is desirable that there 
should be. The committee, after full discussion, decided to reduce the 
amount as reported by the Tariff Commission from 40 per cent. to 35 
per cent. 

Mr. MILLER, of New York. Will the Senator from Vermont tell 
us how much this does reduce the revenue received from these dyes? 





resentatives, which was read just now at the Secretary's desk 

Mr. MILLER, of New York. 
is unqualitiedly false 

Mr. COKE. I know nothing about it. I only know that this peti 
tion was presented to the Committee on Ways and Means of the House 
with this argument accompanying it. 
for what it is worth. 


I undertake to say that the statement 


L simply present the argument 
It seems to me to be a conclusive one. The only 
doubt I had about it was as to whether this, instead of having 25 pet 
cent. duty upon it, should not be added to the tree-list; but the idea 
that 25 percent. is an insuflicient protection when from 1846 to IN61 
we had a tariff of only about 18 per cent. average, simply shows that 
we have gotten in this country to a point where the people, the great 
mass of the consumers of manutiactured products, are expected to lic 
pertectly still and allow themselves to be taxed for everybody's bounty 
and every body’s advantage lwenty-live per cent. is the point to which 
my amendment seeks to reduce this duty C'wenty-tive per cent., it 
would seem, ought to be a suflicient protection, and the consumers of 
the articles upon which this tax is laid have petitioned that it shall 
not be above that, saying that it atfords ample protection, that it will 
pay a good revenue, and that beyond that the tax will be oppressive 
upon them 


Mr. MORRILL. I trust that we shall not reduce the revenue any 


I will say to 
very anxious for the im 
, although exceedingly brilliant, they 


instead of 55 percent. ad valorem and 50 cents a pound 
the Senator from Texas that he need not be 
portation of these colors, because 


| are also very fugitive and vanish atter a little wear 
It seems to me that it is wise, that it is in the interest of all the peo- 


Mr. ALDRICH The committee gave considerable attention to this 
question, and the result arrived at was a sort of compromise ol the con 


flicting views of different membersof the committes Many of us were 


| in favor of making the duty ata still lower rate, but it was finally tixed 
urers of this article tell me that under this rate of duty it will not be | upon at 35 per cent. as a rate which ought to be satisfactory both to the 


manutacturers and to the consumers 

Mr. MILLER, of New York. So far as I have examined this bill, I 
think there is not another item in it where such a reduction has been 
made, and [ insist that if manufactures of this kind are to live at all in 
this country the reductions which may be made from year to vear or 
from decade to decade must be made with some consideration to their 
wants and to their necessities, and some consideration to the laws which 
have created them and under which they have lived If we are to make 
a reduction here of at least 50 per cent. on the lower grades of these 
dyes, it stands to reason that the manufacturer can not be considered 

Then as to whether the consumer is to be benetited or considered in 
this question, [ have already stated and the Senator trom Vermont has 
stated that within the past few years since this industry has been estab 
lished in this country the price of all aniline dyes has been reduced 
about 50 per cent in some Cases more and insome less; and the consume 
has been benetited to that extent by having the industry established 
here. It is now proposed by taking away the specific duty entirely and 
by reducing the ad valorem rate at present imposed to so lower the duty 
as practically to destroy the home manutacture of these dyes entirels 
and put the consumer back in the hands of the foreign manufacturer 
Those goods are sent here by Germanand English establishments to thei 
own agents, and we have little control over the invoice price which they 
see tit to put on the goods 


rhe old rate of duty was 35 per cent. ad 
valoremand 50 centsa pound 


rhe committee have taken off entirely the 
50 cents a pound Some of these goods, as we know, are worth only 
from a dollar to a dollarandaquarterapound. Itisan enormous reduc 

tion to take off 50 cents a pound, and the committee have gone furthes 
than the Tariff Commission went. The Tariff Commission propose to 
take off the 50 cents a pound, and to make the ad valorem duty 40 pes 
cent. Possibly the manufacturers of these articles might live unde 
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that or under 45 per cent. duty; but if it is the intention of the Senate 
to legislate entirely in the interest of the great cotton and woolen manu- 
facturers, then take off the duty entirely, put this item on the free-list, 
and wipe out the little industry that has already been started in this 
country 

Mr. MORGAN. I desire to ask the Senator from New York if there 
has been any considerable increase in the amount of these dyes pro- 
dsced in the United States in the last four or five years? 

Mr. MILLER, of New York. I can not give the exact amount, but 
it has been constantly growing. It has been an experimental manu- 
facture. 1 speak from personal knowledge in regard to the price, and 
also as to the fact that it is a growing industry, and that it has been 
of great benefit to all the consumers in this country that the industry 
has been established here. It gives the American consumer two com- 
peting sources from which to buy—the foreign source and the domestic 
source. 

Mr. MORGAN. Now, Mr. President, we have a perfect illustration 
in this very important article, because it appears that the tax upon this 
is very large, bringing in more than a million dollars revenue—$1,074,440 
revenue during the last fiscal year—of a large amount of revenue being 
derived from the importation of this article, a large increase in the pro- 
duction of it and a large decrease in the tariff upon it. The tariff up to 
June, 1864, was at the rateofa dollar a pound and 35 per cent. ad va- 
lorem. It started very well under that, I suppose. It was then re- 
duced to 50 cents per pound and 35 percent.ad valorem. It continued 
to grow and the price continued to depreciate; so that the people were 
benetited, and so that the manufacturers, by the reduction of the price, 
were enabled, because they had more consumers and doubtless because 
they were in contact with the crude article of coal-tar for manufactur- 
ing purposes, to reduce the value of the article they manufactured. 
This is one of the best illustrations that can be produced of the beneti- 
cent effects of a reduction of the tariff as these different industries are 
developed, as they gain their strength and their growth; and it is due 
to the people as well as to the manufacturers that the Congress of the 
United States, following this brilliant example, should reduce the tariff 
upon all these articles whenever they think they can benefit the con- 
sumer and also the manufacturer by it. 

It has not been merely the establishment of these manufactures of 
aniline dyes in the United States that has reduced the price of the mar- 
ket; it has been also, and I think chiefly, if not entirely, the reduction of 
the tariff that has had that effect. Therefore we see these three beneficent 
results coming together: a large increase of production, a large amount 
of importation yielding us over a million dollars a year revenue, and a 
large decrease in the price. I think the committee ought to have felt 
encouraged at the instance of the honorable Senator from Rhode Island— 
for I take it for granted that it was at his instance—to assist the cotton- 
spinners and cotton-dyers in Rhode Island in getting these aniline dyes 
at a lower rate, so that they can manufacture goods at a cheaper rate 
for the benetit of the consumers throughout the country. That is whole- 
some legislation and sound doctrine. I am glad of the opportunity of 
presenting in this way the theories for which I contend for the reduc- 
tion of taxes, 

Mr. MILLER, of New York. Iam very glad to discover that the Sen- 
ator from Alabema has come substantially on to my side of this question, 
and to admit that industries of this kind can be established in this 
country first by a high rate of duty, and that by being established they 
very rapidly reduce the cost of the article to all the consumers. So it 
has been in this case. Starting originally with a very high rate, five, 
seven, or ten dollars a pound, some of these colors are now sold as low 
as a dollar and a quarter a pound, and it has been done under this pro- 
tective tariff system which we have been so long standing here contend- 
ing for, which we have so ably defended and kept in operation up to the 
present time. 

I am willing, and so are the manufacturers of these dyes, to consent 
to a large reduction in the rate of duty upon aniline colors; all I ask is 
that the Senate shall not reduce it to a point at which the industry can 
not live; that the Senate shall not reduce it to a point which will de- 
stroy the industry and put it entirely in the power of the foreign manu- 
fucturers. The TariffCommission, after considering this question fully, 
tixed a duty of 40 per cent. ad valorem and took off the 50 cents per 
pound. It does seem to me that the Senate ought not to go further 
than that, though I know that the Finance Committee, having particu- 
larly in charge and care the calico printers and the dyers of wools, silks, 
Xc., thought it necessary to go still further. I believe they have gone 
so far in this bill that if it shall become a law it will entirely destroy 
and wipe out the manufacture of aniline dyes in this country. 

In my judgment it is unwise for the manufacturers who use these 
dyes largely to insist on reducing the duty to so low a point as will de- 
stroy the industry in this country. I speak from some personal know]l- 
edge in this matter, and I believe that it is entirely in the interest of 
all consumers, first the dyers and the printers, and second the people 
themselves, that this industry shall be left at such a point that it can 
continue to live. If it is to be reduced to the rate moved by the Sena- 
tor from Texas then I should say the item might much better be put on 
the free-list and our industry wiped out entirely, and let us depend 
wholly on the foreign market for our supply. 
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The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The question is on the amendment 
of the Senator from New York [Mr. MILLER], to increase the duty on 
**all coal-tars or dyes,’’ in line 297, to 40 per cent. The Senator from 
Texas [Mr. CoKE] moved to strike out ‘‘35”’ and insert ‘25.’’ Then 
the Senator from New York moved to amend the amendment by mak- 
ing the rate 40 per cent. 

Mr. MAXEY. The bill as reported by the Finance Committee is an 
amendment to the House bill. The Senator from Texas moved to 
amend that amendment. Does it not have to stop there? 

Mr. MILLER, of New York. I am willing to withdraw my amend- 
ment until the amendment of the Senator from Texas is acted on. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. By agreement the amendments re- 
ported by the committee are regarded as the original text of the bill. 

Mr. MAXEY. I was not aware of that. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The question is first on the amend- 
ment of the Senator from New York. 

Mr. ANTHONY. Was it not understood at the beginning that the 
amendments of the Senate committee were to be considered as the text 
of the bill ? 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. Yes, sir. The first vote is on the 
amendment of the Senator from New York to increase the rate to 40 per 
cent. ad valorem. 

Mr. SHERMAN. I would vote, if I was guided alone by my sense 
of what was right in this matter, with the Senator from New York; but 
I feel bound by the action of the committee, because I know that the 
committee gave to this subject the most careful attention. 

It seems to me that this industry, which is a very important one, a 
mere chemical industry, is pretty severely used by both the commis 
sion and the committee. The present duty is 74 per cent., and unde: 
the operation of that duty the cost of these various articles—and there 
is a list of them here of about twenty-tive or thirty—has been reduced 
to about one-third of their former price, taking the whole aggregate to 
gether. The operation of a protective duty induced parties in Albany 
to start the production of these aniline dyes, and it has already operated 
very beneficially to the whole trade. To endanger that industry, to 
even threaten it by a reduction of the tax so great as is now proposed by 
the Senator from Texas, it seems to me would be wrong. 

The amendment proposed by the committee reduces the tax more 
than one-half. The present rate of duty is 74 per cent., being a com- 
pound duty of 35 per cent. ad valorem and 50 cents a pound. To re 
duce that now to 35 per cent., as is proposed by the Committee on 
Finance, would reduce it to less than one-half the present duty. | 
believe it is true that no other active industry that is struggling for ex- 
istence is more severely or harshly used than this industry. 
further than that it seems to me would be a gross injustice. 

I hope, therefore, the Senate under all the circumstances will stand 
by the committee on this one matter and leave the duty stand at 35 per 
cent., which I believe is almost destructive if not entirely so to this 
industry. I have hereaspecimen of their handiwork [exhibiting }, and 
everybody can see that it is expressly due to these dyes which enable 
our manufacturers to give all these various colors the most beautiful 
forms, not only to cotton, but to wools and silks, and that the industry 
is one so interesting that it should be protected. They use the rawest 
and crudest form of materials. They use the coal-tar, and produce out 
of that chemical compounds, some of which are worth from six to seven 
dollars a pound, but they range from about $1.50 to $6 a pound. It 
seems to me that to destroy an industry which makes out of nothing 
that which would be otherwise waste, this valuable product which is 
now imported to the extent of more than one million pounds, yielding 
the Government more than $1,000,000 revenue, even though in an in 
fant state, an industry which has done so much good, would be an act 
not justified by prudence and good sense. 

Mr. MORRILL. I hope the Senator from Fexas will withdraw his 
amendment, so that we may take a vote then on the other proposition. 

Mr. MAXEY. I wish to say, before anything of that kind is done, 
that I have been disposed whenever I thought the action of the com- 
mittee was fair and equitable to support the committee; and yet when 
the committee had made a report which | thought was clearly fair on 
nitrate of potash, the Senator from Connecticut [Mr. PLATT] moved to 
double that, to increase the duty twice as much as the committee had 
put upon it, I noticed some members of the committee voting with the 
Senator from Connecticut. If the committee expect outsiders to act 
with them in this matter they had better act together themselves and 
stand by their own report. 

I am very much inclined to think that what the Senator from Ohio 
says about this is reasonable, that this is a very large reduction, and 
yet Lam also very much struck with what my colleague has put for- 
ward inthe statement made by consumers. I know and everybody 
else knows that this aniline enters into articles which are used by the 
whole people. There is scarcely one of the 50,000,000 people in the 
United States, and especially the female portion of them, who does not 
use goods colored in some way or other with this aniline dye, and there- 
fore it is a matter in which everybody is interested in getting it at the 
lowest figure we can. 

I wish to do whatever is right about it, but I should like to see the 
committee act in matters relating to the increase of the tariff somewhat 
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reasonably. When the Senator from Connecticut moved to increase a 


duty 100 per cent. over what the committee reported, a part of thecom- | 


mittee voted with him, and yet when my colleague moves to decrease the 
action of the committee the committee go the other way. 

Mr. BECK. After a long struggle in committee and a very careful 
investigation 35 per cent. was the very lowest possible rate upon which 
we could agree. While I would have been glad to have had it lower, 
I agreed to vote for 35 per cent. in the committee and I expect to do it 
now, though I should like to vote with the Senator from Texas [ Mr. 
CoKE]. I am delighted that his colleague, the senior Senator trom 
Texas [Mr. MAXeEy], has taken occasion to remind other members of 
the committee, who sometimes think that I vote against them when | 
ought not to do so, that it is only a few minutes since they themselves 
voted against the recommendation of their own committee, and I had 
the honor to stand by it. 

While I believe that aniline itself ought to be made as cheap as pos 
sible, and agree fully with the Senator trom Texas, I shall oppose now 
the amendment of the Senator from New York, and I hope that the 


Senator from Texas will be content. If he had heard the contest made | 
in committee and had heard all that was said about it, he would have | 


thought that 35 per cent. was the best we could do. 1 have no appre 
hension that they are going to be starved out at 35 per cent., with the 
freight added. 


Mr. COKE. Mr. President, I believe the way to get a revenue tariff | 


is to bring it down to a revenue basis and to strike wherever an item is 
above the average of that basis. Iam willing to take this tariff bill 
and to go through it and reduce the duties proposed wherever they can 
possibly be reduced. Lintroduced evidence which wassatistactory to my 
mind, and which was satisfactory to a large body of consumers of this 
product, to show that the tariff could be reduced here and that the rev- 


enues would not be decreased. The argument made by these gentle- | 


men was a sensible one. It is sustained by the signatures of good men, 
practical men, men who know what they are talkingabout. They take 
up the point affecting the revenue and go on tomake an argument which 
shows to my mind that the revenue not only would not be reduced but 
would be increased by the reduction which I propose. 

That we ought to cheapen articles of universal use, entering into the 
consumption of all the people in this country who wear textile ftibrics, 


no one for a moment doubts, and we can only cheapen them by taking | 


hold of the small things in this tariff list which enter into the cost and 
tend to swell the aggregate. It was with that view that I offered the 
amendment; but as the Senator from Kentucky, a member of the Com- 
mittee on Finance, a leading man on our side ot the Chamber, in favor 
of a reduction of tariff duties, proposes to vote against my amendment, 
I have no other alternative than to withdraw it, still believing that it 
ought to be sustained. 


The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The question is on the amendment | 


of the Senator from New York [Mr. MILLER], to strike out 35 per cent. 
and insert 40 per cent. 
The amendment was rejected; there being on a division—ayes 12, 
noes 28. 
The following items, from line 298 to line 302, inclusive, were read 
and agreed to: 
_All preparations of coal-tar not colors or dye not specially enumerated or pro 
vided for in this act, 20 per cent. ad valorem. 
Logwood and other dye-woods, extracts and decoctions of, 10 percent. ad val 
orem, 
Line 303 was read, as follows : 
Ultramarine, 5 cents per pound. 


Mr. COKE. In line 303, after the word ‘‘ultramarine,’’ I move to 
strike out ‘‘5cents perpound”’ and toinsert ‘25 percent. ad valorem.”’ 

This product, I am informed, is used in the manufacture of writing 
paper, paper hanging, calicoes, and for general painting purposes. The 
present rate of duty is 6 cents, and it is proposed to reduce it to 5 cents 
per pound. At 6 cents it is 48 per cent. ad valorem, and at 5 cents it 
would be 40 per cent. ad valorem. The article is used so extensively 
that it seems to me it ought to be cheapened as fur as possible. I am 
told that it is manufactured in this country by but two firms; that there 
are but two houses where it is manufactured. The only doubt in my 
mind is as to whether it should go on the free-list. 1, however, have 
offered the amendment reducing the duty to 25 per cent. ad valorem 
instead of 40 per cent., as the committee have reported it, or rather the 
committee report 5 cents per pound, which would be equal to 40 per 
cent. ad valorem. It seems to me that 25 per cent. ought to be high 
enough to tax this raw material entering into so many manufactures. 

Mr. MORRILL. I hope the amendment of the Senator from Texas 
will not be adopted. The present rate of duty upon this article is 6 
cents apound, and it is reduced by the commission and the committee 
from 6 cents to 5 cents. There has been no demand made to the 
Committee on Finance for any different action from what we have re- 
ported, and therefore I hope it will remain as fixed in the bill. 

Mr. MILLER, of New York. I should like to inquire of the chair- 


man of the committee what reasons there are for retaining one rate of 


duty on ultramarine and another on ‘‘ colors and paints, including lakes?”’ 
It seems to me that naturally they should go together. The article is 
largely used by calico printers and dyers. In making a specific duty 





upon it, it seems to me this specific duty ought to be divided, that ther 
ought to be two different rates. The value of ultramarine varies from 
8 to 25 cents per pound. Of course 5 cents a pound on an article worth 
Scents is a pretty high rate of duty, but 5 cents a pound on an article 
worth 30 cents is not exorbitant. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr. VoorHEEs in the chai The 
question is on the amendment of the Senator from Texas [| Mr. Cok 

The amendment was rejected 

The PRESIDING OFFICER Line 308 will be agreed to if there 
be no objection, and the next item will be reported 

Lines 304 to 308, inclusive, were read and agreed to, as follows 


Turpentine, spirits of, 20 cents per gallon 
Colors and paints, including lakes, whether drv or mixed 


water or oil, and not specially enumerated or 
cent. ad valorem 


or ground with 
provided for in this act, 25 per 


Lines 309 to 312, inclusive, were read. as tollows 


| The pigment known as bone-black, and ivory «1 


| | y™ ent vd 

valorem 
| Bone-char, or bone-black, fit for sugar refining, one-f rthof ! cent per pound 

Mr. MORRILI A majority of the Committee on Finance requested 
| an amendment here, and that is to insert, after “* drop blac the word 
} ‘and bone-char,’’ and to strike out lines S11 and 31 y rake 
| lines 309 and 310 read 

The pigment known as bone-black ind worv drop l \ au 
per cent. ad valorem 

Mr. BECK. I desire to ask the chairman if some ot tho irtie] 
| are not now on the tree-list? I have an impression that they 
| Mr. MORRILI No, sir, they are not 

Mr. COCKRELI What is the reason fortaking bone-char trom line 


311 and putting it in line 309? 

Mr. MORRILL It is about the same article as the others We 
want to put them together when they are alike 

Mr. COCKRELL. What is the rate of duty, about the same 

Mr. MORRILI About the same 

The PRESIDING OFFICER It the Chair hears no objection, lines 
309 and 310 will be agreed to as proposed to he amended by the Sena 
tor from Vermont, and lines 311 and 312 will be stricken out 

The next item, beginning at line 513, was read and avreed to, as fol 
lows: 


| Ocher and ochery earths, umber and umber earths, and sienna and sienna 
earths, when dry, one-half of L cent per pound; when ground in oil, |) cents pet 
pound 


Lines 317 and 318 were read as follows 

Zine, oxide of, when dry, 1} cents per pound 

Mr. MORRILL. 
consider white lead 

The PRESIDING OFFICER 
no objection. 

Lines 319 and 320 were read. as follows 





L ask that lines 317 and SIS be postponed until we 


That order will be made, there being 


Zinc, oxide of, when ground in o 1} cents per pound 
Mr. COCKRELL Lines 319 and 320 should also be postponed 
Mr. MORRILL Yes; they are of the same Import a the preceding 
| item. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Chair hearing no objection, lines 
319 and 320 will also be postponed 





Lines 321 to 354, inclusive, were read and agreed to, as follows 





All preparations known as essential oils, expressed oils, distilled oils, rendered 
oils, alkalis, alkaloids, and all combinations of any of the foregoing, and all 
chemical compounds and salts, by whatever name known, and noi specially enu 
merated or provided for in this act, 25 per cent. ad valorem 

Preparations: All medicinal preparations known as cerates, conserves, deen 
tions, emulsions, extracts, solid or fluid 


nfusions; juices, liniments, lozenges 


mixtures, mucilages, ointments, oleo-resins pills, plasters, powder resins iy 
positories, sirups, vinegars, and waters; of any of which aleohol is not a com 
ponent part, and which are not specially enumerated or provided forin this act 
25 per cent. ad valorem 

| The next item, beginning at line 335. was read. as follow 

All barks, beans, berries, balsams, buds, bulbs, and bulbous roots and exere 

|} cences, such as nutgalls, fruits, flowers. dried fibers, erains u mod gum 
resins, herbs, leaves, lichens, mosses, nuts, roots and stems, ‘spice vevetable 
seeds (aromatic, not garden seeds), and seeds of morbid growth, weeds, wood 
used expressly for dyeing, and dried insects, any of the forewoing of which are 

| not edible, but which have been advanced in value or condition by refining o1 

| grinding. or by other process of manufacture, and not specially enumerated o1 


provided for in this act, 10 per cent. ad valorem 

Mr. BECK. Mr. President 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Senator from Kentueky 

Mr. BECK I beg pardon I see that clause applies only to those 
which are advanced in value by manufacture I thought it took some 
things off the free-list that are now on it, but I believe it does not 

Mr. MORRILL No, it does not 

Mr. BECK. It provides only for those that are partially manutact 
ured. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER The item will be agreed to, if there 
be no objection 

The following items, from line 346 to line 354, inclusive, were read and 
agreed to: 


All non-dutiable crude minerals, but which have been advanced in value er 
condition by refining or grinding, or by other process of manufacture, not spe 
| cially enumerated or provided for in this act, 10 per cent. ad valorem 
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All ground or powdered spices not specially enumerated or provided for in this | 


act, 5 cents per pound, ‘ 
All earths or clays, unwrought or unmanufactured, not specially enumerated 
or provided for in this act, $1.50 per ton, 


The next item, beginning at line 355, was read, as follows: 


All earths or clays, wrought or manufactured, not specially enumerated or pro- | 


vided for in this act, $8 per ton; china clay, or kaoline, $% per ton. 


Mr. COCKRELL. I may have an amendment to move to that item. 
The papers that I have I furnished to the chairman of the Committee 


on Finance, and | will reserve the right to offer the amendment if after | 


comparing those papers with this item I desire to make any amendment. 
I simply desire that right. 

Mr. ALLISON. ‘The Senator wishes to reserve action on the item 
for that purpose ? 

Mr. COCKRELL. I want to reserve the right to offer an amendment. 

Mr. ROLLINS. That can be done in the Senate. 

Mr. MORRILL. The Senator can do that when the bill is reported 
to the Senate, of course. 

Mr. COCKRELL. I want to reserve it asin Committee of the Whole; 
that is what I asked for. 

Mr. ALLISON. All right. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The right will be reserved. 

The next item, beginning at line 358, was read and agreed to, as fol- 
lows: 

Proprietary preparations, to wit, all 

Cosmetics, pills, powders, troches, or lozenges, sirups, cordials, bitters, ano- 
dynes, tonics, plasters, liniments, salves, ointments, pastes, drops, waters, es- 
senees, spirits, oils, or preparations or compositions recommended to the public 
as proprietary articles, or prepared according to some private formula as reme- 
dies or specifies for any disease or diseases, or affections whatever, affecting the 
human or animal body, including all toilet preparations whatever used as ap- 
plications to the hair, mouth, teeth, or skin, not specially enumerated or pro- 
vided for in this act, 50 per cent, ad valorem, 

Lines 370 to 372, inclusive, were read as follows: 

Aleoholic preparations 

Aleoholic perfumery and cologne water, 75 per cent, ad valorem. 

Mr. MORRILL. Iam directed by amajority of the committee, Ido 
not know but unanimously, to present the amendments to the items on 
this page which I send to the desk. 


Mr. BECK. Will the Senator from Vermont allow me to make a sug- | 


yestion to him’? 

Mr. MORRILL. Certainly. 

Mr. BECK. I desireonly to make the suggestion tothe Senator from 
Vermont that there are quite a number of amendments in regard tothe 
alcoholic preparations running from the point we have now reached to 
the end of the schedule. We tirst obtained information from the Com- 
missioner of Internal Revenue which, after a good deal of examination, 
we all thought was quite unsatisfactory. Then we received information 
trom practical chemists of Philadelphia who had originally a largeshare 


in preparing thisschedule, ‘The originalschedule I believe as prepared | 


by them, with the explanatory notes, can be found on pages 2583, 2584, 
QRS, 2586, and 2587 of the report of the TariffCommission, in the state- 
ments attached thereto, 

The amendments of the Senator from Vermont, in which I believe I 
concur, though I should like to consult further with the Senator from 
lowa [| Mr. ALLISON ] and the Senator from Rhode Island [Mr. ALDRICH ], 
who looked at them more carefully than I did, set aside much of what 
we originally agreed upon, and perhaps make the scheme exactly right; 


but unless the Senator from Vermont expects to go into the schedule of | 


glass and earthen ware to-night, and to take that up, I should be glad 
if he would offer these amendments at the proper point and let them go 
into the Recorp, and then I could compare during the morning hour 
to-morrow the proposed amendments with the suggestions made by the 
Philadelphia gentlemen and by the Commissioner of Internal Revenue 
and see if we had not duplicated some of those items. The Senator from 
lowa I see now in his seat. Perhaps he knows better than I do whether 
they are all exactly right or not. We have changed them two or three 
times in order to try to get them right. 

Mr. ALLISON. If the Senator will yield to me, I think the amend- 
ments suggested by the Senator from Vermont are right; but it might 
be well to pass them over for the time being and finish the remainder 
of the schedule, and then we can go on perhaps to-morrow morning. 
I think those amendments are as they should be, as I have looked over 
them. 

Mr. MORRILL. I will state to the Senator from Kentucky that I 
should be very glad to reach a conclusion of this sehedule to-day, but 


I am quite willing that the amendments which I propose shall be | 
adopted with the understanding that they may be reviewed to-morrow | 
morning, if the Senate sees fit, if there is found to be any objection to | 


them. 


Mr. BECK. Very well. I did not want to pass finally upon them. | 


I am not sure that I object to any of them. I rather think I do not. 
Mr. MORRILL. I ask not only that they be adopted, but that they 
be printed in the Recorp. 
Mr. ALLISON. They will be printed in the Recorp if adopted. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The first amendment proposed by 
the Senator from Vermont, relating to the item now under considera- 
tion, will be read. 





| 
The PRINCIPAL LEGISLATIVE CLERK. In line 371 it is proposed 
to strike out ‘‘and’’ before ** cologne’? and to insert ‘‘including;’’ and 
to strike out ‘*75’’ before ‘* per centum”’ and to insert ‘* two dollars per 
| gallon and fifty;’’ so as to read: 
Alcoholic perfumery, including cologne water, $2 per gallon and 50 per cent, 
| ad valorem. 
| The PRESIDING OFFICER. The next amendment proposed by 
the Senator from Vermont will be read by the Secretary. 
Mr. ALLISON. Is it all one amendment? 
Mr. MORRILL. Let the amendment just read be adopted for the 
present. 
Mr. ALLISON. Does the Senator offer the whole as asingle amend- 
ment? 
Mr. MORRILL. I offer the whole. 
Mr. ALLISON. I suggest to the Senator from Vermont that that be 
adopted as a distinct amendment. 
Mr. MORRILL. Very well. 

Mr. ALLISON. And that we then adopt the other amendments as 

| we go along. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Chair hears no objection, and 
that course will be pursued, The amendment to line 371 will be con- 
sidered as agreed to for the present, and the next amendment of the Sen- 
ator from Vermont will be read. 

| ‘The PRINCIPAL LEGISLATIVE CLERK. It is proposed, after line 372, 
to insert: 


Distilled spirits, containing 50 percent. of anhydrous alcohol, $1 per gallon. 

Alcohol containing % per cent. anhydrous alcohol, $2 per gallon. 

Alcoholic compounds not otherwise specially enumerated or provided for, $2 
per gallon for the aleohol contained and 25 per cent, ad valorem. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Chair hearing no objection, this 
amendment will be considered as adopted, with the understanding that 
it will be open to further action to-morrow if desired. The next item 
in the bill will be read. 

Line 373 was read, as follows: 

Chloroform, 50 cents per pound. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. This item will be agreed to if there 
be no objection, and the next item will be read. 

The next item, lines 374, 375, and 376, was read as follows: 
| Collodion, and all preparations of, by whatever name known, 50 cents per 
| pound; rolled or in sheets, but not made up into articles, 60 cents per pound. 
| The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Senator from Vermont proposes 

an amendment to this item, which will he read. 
The PRINCIPAL LEGISLATIVE CLERK. In line 374 it is proposed to 
strike out ‘‘all’’ before ‘* preparations ’’ and insert *‘ other alcoholic,’ 
| and after the word ‘of’? to insert ‘‘ pyroxyline;’’ so as to read: 


Collodion, and all other alcoholic preparations of pyroxyline, by whatever 
| name known, Xe, 


The PRESIDING OFFICER. This amendment will be regarded as 
agreed to, subject to the understanding. 

Lines 377 and 378 were read and agreed to, as follows: 

Ether, sulphuric, 50 cents per pound. 

Hoffman's anodyne, 30 cents per pound, 

Line 379 was read, as follows: 

lodoform, $1 per pound, 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Senator from Vermont proposes 
an amendment to line 379, which will be read. 
| The PrIncrPAL LEGISLATIVE CLERK. In line 379, it is proposed 
to strike out ‘‘one’’ and to insert ‘‘two,’’ and to change ‘‘dollar’’ to 
**dollars;’’ so as to read: 

lodoform, $2 per pound. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. This amendment will be adopted un- 
der the understanding had. 

Line 380 was read, as follows: 

Acid, tannic, and tannin, 50 cents per pound, 

The PRINCIPAL LEGISLATIVE CLERK. In line 380, Mr. MORRILL 
proposes to strike out ‘‘fifty cents’? and to insert ‘‘one dollar;’’ so as 
to read: 

Acid, tannic, and tannin, $1 per pound. 

Mr. COCKRELL. Why is that immense increase made ? 

Mr. MORRILL. Beeause it is an alcoholic preparation. 

Mr. COCKRELL. It is made to correspond with the other amend- 
ments? 

Mr. MORRILL. = Yes, sir. 

Mr. COCKRELL. It is an enormous increase. 

Mr. ALLISON. The duty is $2 a pound now under existing law. 

Mr. COCKRELL. I do not see it in the schedule here. 

The amendment was agreed to. 

Line 381 was read and agreed to, as follows: 

Ether, nitrous, spirits of, 30 cents per pound. 








Line 382 was read, as follows: 
Santonin, $2 per pound. 
The PRINCIPAL LEGISLATIVE CLERK. In line 382 Mr. MORRILL 
proposes to strike out ‘two’? and insert ‘‘ three;’”’ so as to read; 
| Santonin, $8 per pound, 
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Mr. VANCE. I want to inquire why that increase is proposed ? 

Mr. MORRILL. That is an alcoholic preparation, and a very dan- 
gerous one, and very expensive. ry 

Mr. VANCE. It must be a very dangerous alcohol indeed if it costs 
a dollar a pound. It must be worse than ** Jersey lightning.’’ I do 
not see any reason for putting the revenue tax upon alcohol higher than 
the cost of the alcohol. 

Mr. MORRILL. This is distilled from artemisia, or wormwood, and 
is obtained from the flower-heads of those weeds, and is very largely 
used in liquor shops. 

Mr. VANCE. I am opposed to that increase, sir. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. It will be open tor consideration to- 
morrow according to the understanding. It is proposed to print the 
amendments of the Senator from Vermont, and all of them will be open 
tor consideration to-morrow. 

Mr. VANCE. Very well. 

The amendment was agreed to. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. 
from Vermont will be reported. 

The PRINCIPAL LEGISLATIVE CLERK. 
posed to add: 

Amzylic alcohol or fusel oil, 10 per cent. 

Oil of cognac, or cenanthic ether, #4 per ounce. 

Fruit ethers, oils, or essences, $2.50 per pound. 

Oil or essence of rum, or bay-rum essence or oil, 50 cents per ounce 

Ethers of all kinds not specially enumerated or provided for in this act, $1 
per pound. 

Coloring for brandy, 50 per cent. ad valorem. 


The next amendment of the Senator 


Following line 382 it is pro- 


The next item was to insert, from line 383 to line 387, inclusive, the 
following: 


Preparations: All medicinal preparations known as essences, ethers, extracts, 
mixtures, spirits, tinctures, and medicated wines, of which alcohol is a compo 
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nent part, not specially enumerated or provided for in this act, 50 cents per | 


pounc 


Mr. MORRILL. It is necessary, I will say, that this should be read 
in order to understand the full effect of the other amendments which 
have already been adopted, but it is specially understood that the Sen- 
ator from Kentucky shall have the right to go back to these to review 
them to-morrow. The last amendment I propose relates to the next 
page. It isnot intended that any article should be skipped, but merely 
that this shall be brought in now in order that the full effect of the 
amendments proposed shall be seen. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The item will be agreed to. 

Mr. COCKRELL. What has been done with lines 388, 389, and 390% 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. No amendment is proposed to those 
lines. 

Mr. ALLISON. We have not reached them yet. 

Mr. COCKRELL. If we may go back to them, it is all right. 

The next item, beginning in line 388, was read and agreed to, as fol- 
lows: 

Varnishes of all kinds, 40 per cent. ad valorem; and on spirit varnishes, $1.32 
additional per gallon. 

Mr. PLATT. Are those lines considered as adopted ? 

Mr. MORRILL. For the present. 

Mr. PLATT. I desire to say in reference to the article of varnishes 
that those are lines which have just been passed, but I shall wish to 
introduce an amendment reducing the rate. 

Mr. COCKRELL. I will join the Senator in that. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Chair understands that the 
amendments of the Senator from Vermont are offered trom the com- 
mittee to be printed for consideration to-morrow. 

Mr. COCKRELL. I know; but the particular item to which I reter 
has no amendment proposed to it, and that is the reason why I called 
attention to it. If there had been an amendment proposed to it it 
would have been open for action according to the understanding; but 
there was no amendment proposed, and I join the Senator trom Con- 
necticut in reserving the right to-morrow, when we shall consider these 
items, to offer an amendment reducing the duty. 

_ Mr. PLATT. It is understood that we can offer an amendment to 
it to-morrow. 

Mr. ALLISON. 
amendment the Senator from Connecticut proposes to the paragraph 
about varnishes. 

Mr. PLATT. I would prefer if the right might be reserved until to- 
morrow. I have not prepared my amendment. 

Mr. ALLISON. Very well. 

Mr. PLATT. I wish that I could have unanimous consent to make 
the amendment I propose to-morrow. It will create some little diseus- 
sion, probably, and besides I have not prepared the amendment and | 
should like that unanimous consent. 

Mr. MORRILL. I have no objection. 

Line 391 was read, as follows: 

Opium, $1 per pound. 


Mr. MILLER, of California. 


It is a spirit article. 


I wish to offer an amendment in line 


391. After the word ‘“‘opium,’’ I move to insert 
not less than 9 per cent. morphia.”’ 








I think it would be well enough to let us hear the | 


“erude, containing | 
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The object of the amendment is to limit the rate on crude opium to 
that which contains 9 per cent. or over of morphia. 

Mr. ANTHONY. To protect the Chinese ? 

Mr. MILLER, of California. No, it is to protect the United States 
from a traud which has been committed and the opportunity of which 
is open to be committed at any time, because two pounds of crude opium 
that is9 per cent. morphia will make one pound of smoking opium. 

Mr. BECK. I desire to ask the Senator from California to speak a 
little louder. We are endeavoring to hear him, but can not 

Mr. MILLER, of Calitornia. I am very hoarse, so that it is hard for 
me to speak any way. The amendment which | propose is to limit the 
Importation of crude opium to that which contains 9 per cent. or over 
ot morphia. The importation of crude opium is for the purpose of ex- 
tracting the morphia from it. If you permit the importation of crude 
opium containing less than 9 per cent. of morphia it is profitable to boil 
it down, two pounds into one, and make smoking-opium of it, the duty 
upon which is 86 per pound, so that there is a loss to the Government 
of about $4 a pound by this process. 

Mr. ALLISON. May I ask the Senator from California if that is be- 
ing done now ? 

Mr. MILLER, of California. It has been done 

Mr. ALLISON. Thisduty has not been changed 
rate of duty at the present time. 

Mr. MILLER, of California. There has been no opportunity to 
change it, but the attention of the Department has been called to it by 
the customs officers at San Francisco, and the law ought to be changed in 
that particular. It will not pay to import crude opium containing more 
than 9 per cent. of morphia, for the purpose of making it into smoking 
opium, but that which contains less it will pay to import. The revenue 
ought to be protected by this amendment, and there also ought to be a 
clause inserted prohibiting entirely the importation of crude opium con 
taining less than 9 per cent. of morphia, or else there should be an in 
ternal-revenue tax levied upon smoking-opium prepared in this coun 
try, if you wish to protect the revenue. 

Mr. MORRILL. Let me ask my friend from California if that would 
not reverse the whole character of a tariff bill—that is to say, that the 
lower the value the less morphia contained in the opium, it ought to be 
charged either with a prohibition or an increased duty ? 

Mr. MILLER, of California. I think I have sufficiently explained 
that. Ifthe erude opium contains more than 9 per cent. of morphia it 
can not be made into smoking opium profitably. 1 do not see that it 
affects the prin iple of the bill atall. The object is to prevent crude 
opium from coming in, no matter what the percentage of morphia is in 
it. You should raise the duty on erude opium to make it correspond to 
something like the duty on prepared opium if you are going to retain 
the duty at 56a pound, as you have it here, which I suppose is about 
the right duty. It was formerly more than that, but L suppose that is 
about a proper rate on smoking opium. At any rate, there ought not 
to be an encouragement by legislation here to the importation or the 
use of smoking opium in this country. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The question is on the amendment 
proposed by the Senator from California, which will be reported 

The ACTING SECRETARY. After the word *‘ opium,” in line 391, it 
is proposed to insert ‘‘crude, containing not less than 9 per cent. of 
morphia *? so as to read: 





This is the exact 


Opium, crude, containing not less than 9 per cent. of morphia, $1 per pound 

Mr. ALLISON. Suppose it does contain less than 9 per cent. ? 

Mr. BECK. I desire only to ask the Senator from California as we 
have passed several other things until the morning, whether he will ob 
ject to giving us time to look over that matter? He was before the com 
mittee this morning, but did not have a hearing. 

Mr. MILLER, of California. I should be glad to have it laid over 
und have it investigated. It ought to be. 

Mr. BECK. We never had it considered before us. 

Mr. MORRILL. I should like much to get through this schedule, 
but I do not like to deny a member of the committee. 

Mr. BECK. So would I, but I do not know about this matter at all. 

Mr. MAXEY. Lask the chairman of the committee, in connection 
with this item, is opium produced atall in this country ? 

Mr. MORRILL. Not at all. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. 
391 going over until to-morrow. 

The next item, beginning in line 392, was read, as follows : 


The Chair hears no objection to line 


Opium, prepared for smoking, and all other preparations of opium not spe 
cially enumerated or provided for in this act, $6 per pound; but opium prepared 
for smoking, and other preparations of opium deposited in bonded warehouse s 
shall not be removed therefrom for exportation without payment of duties, and 
such duties shall not be refunded 

Mr. MAXEY. I move, in line 394, to strikeout ‘‘ six ”? before ‘‘ dol 
lars’? and to insert ‘‘ten,’’ so as to make the duty on opium prepared 
for smoking $10 per pound, and I do it because I regard opium-smoking 
as the most absolute curse in this country. That was the object I had 
in view in asking the chairman if opium was produced in this country. 
If it can be prohibited I should like to see it prohibited entirely. 

Mr. MORRILL. I will say to the Senator from Texas that I hardly 
think he will accomplish his object by increasing the duty, because the 
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article would be brought here as opium and then would be prepared for 
smoking uses; so it would not effectually exclude it even if we were to 
put the duty at $20 a pound, and I think $6 is perhaps as much as we 
can enforce. 

Mr. MAXEY. After that explanation I withdraw the amendment. 
My object was, supposing that it was a preparation made specifically 
for the purpose of smoking, to exclude it. I judged that from the fact 
that the duty was put at 36a pound. If we could exclude it and stop 
it I think it would be a great good. 

Mr. MILLER, of California. I suggest to the Senator from Texas 
that if we stop the importation of crude opium containing less than 9 
per cent. of morphia, then you can put any duty you please on smok- 
ing opium and you can enforce it; but as long as the law remains as it 
is the higher the duty on smoking opium the greater the temptation to 
bring in crude opium. 

Mr. ALLISON. 1 see that one of the witnesses states that opium can 
not be introduced having less than 9 per cent. of morphia. 

Mr. MILLER, of California. I do not care whether it can or not; I 
do not want it to be introduced. 

Mr. ALLISON. How much more can it contain and still be crude 
opium ? 

Mr. MILLER, of California. Crude opium contains from 9 to 10 per 
cent. of morphia and as high as 12 per cent. perhaps. 

Mr. ALLISON. What | want to get at is, if the Senator from Cali- 
fornia introduces a definition as to what shall be crude opium in one 
direction, it seems to me he ought to introduce a definition in the other 
so as to say that crude opium shall be that opium which contains not 
less than so much morphia and not more than so much. 

Mr. MORRILL. The Senator from California has asked to have this 
jtem go over until to-morrow. 

Mr. ALLISON. Very well 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The reading will continue. 

The following items, from line 399 to line 404 inclusive, were read 
and agreed to: 

Opium, aqueous extract of, for medicinal uses, and tincture of, as laudanum, 
and all other liquid preparations of opium not specially enumerated or provided 
for in this act, 40 per cent. ad valorem. 

Morphia or morphine and all salts thereof, $1 per ounce. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Senator from Vermont proposes 
to strike out the remaining paragraph of Schedule A. It will be read. 

The PRINCIPAL LEGISLATIVE CLERK. It is proposed to strike out 
from line 405 to line 409, inclusive, in the following words: 

And in addition to the duties provided in this act there shall be levied a specific 


duty, on all aleoho! or distilled spirits contained in articles imported, equal to the 
internal-revenue tax imposed on domestic distilled spirits; but this provision 








shall not apply to varnishes. 


The amendment was agreed to. 

Mr. MORRILL. TI shall not ask the Senate to remain in session 
longer upon the bill to-night. Having got through with schedule A, 
with the exception of the reservations made, I move that the Senate do 
now adjourn. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. 
that the Senate adjourn. 

Mr. MORRILL. It is suggested that we ought to have an executive 
session. 

Mr. RANSOM and others. Oh, no. 

Mr. MORRILL. I withdraw the motion to adjourn, in order that | 
we may have an executive session. 

Mr. ALLISON. I move that the Senate proceed to the consideration 
of executive business. 

Mr. BUTLER. I move that the Senate do now adjourn. 
**No!’’} 

The motion was not agreed to; there being on a division—ayes 6, 
noes 33. 

Mr. ALLISON. Lrenew my motion that the Senate proceed to the 
consideration of executive business. 

The motion was agreed to; and the Senate proceeded to the considera- 
tion of executive business. After 10 minutes spent in executive session 
the doors were reopened, and (at 5 o’clock and 20 minutes p. m.) the | 
Senate adjourned. 


The Senator from Vermont moves 


[Not 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
TUESDAY, January 16, 1883. 
. The House met at 11 o’clock a.m. Prayer by the Chaplain, Rev. F. D. 
: yr of yesterday’s proceedings was read and approved. 


| the tax thereon become due and payable. 





BONDED PERIOD FOR DISTILLED SPIRITS. 


Mr. WHITE. Mr. Speaker, I rise to correct the Recorp. I find 
that on page 25 of to-day’s RecorpD the resolution which I offered yes- 
terday is emasculated so as to leave it almost meaningless. The pre- 
amble of my resolution reads: 


Whereas it is reported that a thoroughly o ized lobby rushed the bonded 
extension bill for distilled spirits through the Honse of Representatives on April 


3, 1882, under a suspension of the rules, without debate and without a yea-and 
nay vote; and 
Whereas the Secretary of the Treasury subsequently condemned said bill in 


| a letter as follows: 


That letter, which I hold in my hand and which is omitted from the 
RECORD, is in these terms: 

TREASURY DEPARTMENT, Washington, D. C., April 21, 1882, 

Sir: I have the honor of acknowledging the receipt—— 

The SPEAKER. Does the gentleman from Kentucky desire to cor- 
rect the RECORD? 

Mr. WHITE. [I desire to correct the Recorp by showing that it 
does not report my resolution correctly. 

The SPEAKER. But thegentleman does not expect under the privi 
lege of correcting the RECORD to read a speech or letter ? 

Mr. WHITE. I propose to read the part of the resolution which was 
omitted; otherwise I can notshow where the error occurs. 

The SPEAKER. But the gentleman should first speak to the ques 
tion of fact. The question is, whether the RECORD contains what ov 
curred yesterday, not whether what the gentleman desired to go in the 
RECORD is there. 

Mr. WHITE. The Recorp does not contain my resolution. 

The SPEAKER. Very well. 

Mr. WHITE. The point I make, Mr. Speaker, is that the resolu 
tion as it now stands in the RECORD is meaningless. 

The SPEAKER. That may be. 

Mr. WHITE. And it is meaningless because the Clerk did not read 
the whole of my resolution. 

TheSPEAKER. But the gentleman must recognize that a correc 
tion in the RECORD involves only a question of fact—not a question of 
what the gentleman desired should be in the Recorp. Under the pre 
tense of correcting the RECORD the gentleman has no right to make s 
speech on the subject and state what ought to have gone in according 


| to the gentleman’s own view. 


Mr. WHITE. Not my view, but a part of the resolution. I ask 
unanimous consent that the complete resolution shall appear in to- 


| morrow morning’s RECORD. 


is 


TheSPEAKER. The Chair will submit that request. But it 
fair to those who make up the RECORD to say that it seems to contain 
exactly what was read. 

Mr. WHITE. It does contain what was read, but not the whole 
resolution. 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman asks unanimous consent to have 
printed in the REcoRD of to-morrow morning the complete resolution 
offered by him yesterday. Is there objection? The Chair hears none. 

The resolution offered by Mr. WHITE is as follows: 


Whereas it is reported thata thoroughly organized lobby rushed the bonded ex- 
tension bill for distilled spirits through the House of Representativeson April 3, 
1882, undera suspension of the rules, without debate and without a yea-and-nay 
vote; and 

Whereas the Secretary of the Treasury subsequently condemned said bill in a 
letter as follows: 

TREASURY DEPARTMENT, 
Washington, D, C., April 21, 1882. 

Sir: I have the honor of acknowledging the receipt from you of bill H. R 
5656, entitled “‘ An act to amend the laws relating to the entry of distilled spirits 
in distillery and bonded warehouses, and the withdrawal of the same there- 
from,”’ and of your letter asking the judgment of this Department thereon. 

I must and do ask the pardon of your committee for the length of time that | 
have kept this bill in my hands. It is because of the fact that the routine busi- 
ness of my office necessarily to be disposed of daily has been so great and en- 
grossing; and now I am able to submit as my own only the heads of suggestions 


| upon the bill without amplification. 


I then respectfully ask the notice of your committee to the following : 

First. The bill changes completely the policy of Congress in regard to the 
storage of spirits. Heretofore there has always been declared by law a time 
when they should comeout of store,and thetaxthereon be paid. This bill fixes 
no time when the distilled spirits shall be withdrawn from the warehouse. and 
It is altogether at the option of the 
owner of the spirits. It will be perceived that thereby power is given to accu- 
mulate in unlimited quantity one of the great staples of the country. Thus the 
bill legalizes the forestalling of a chief product. Forestalling of products was 
an offense at common law. It is one of the seriousevilsof the presentday. We 
readily perceive that it is so when the subject of such action is grain, or cotton, 
or other like things; and I see no reason why it may not be so with any other 
article that has a large place in the business of the country. 

Second. I think that the bill proposes an insufficient security for the final pay 
ment of the tax; itis by bond. That bond is not forthe payment of the tax, the 
tax on the whole of the spirits put in store. It is for the tax on what is after- 
ward withdrawn from store, or fraudulently removed. 

Section 3296 United States Revised Statutes is looked to by the Commissioner 
of Internal Revenue asa great security. But it is not necessarily the fact that 
all spirits put in store will be put there by the distiller. They who become own- 
ers by purchase from the distiller may also store. If the distiller has complied 
with the law his real estate is discharged. Then the reliance for the tax is upon 
the bond or upon the spirits. 

In the t volume of the transactions in this article likely to ensue from the 
power of accumulation above noted, it may be found by and by the bonds will 

re a r reliance, and that the spirits put up for sale in large quantities will fail 
to bring in market the amount of the tax. 

Besides the bonds, though made at the start by solvent persons, who continue 
such, may not always prove enough in amount to secure the payment of the 
tax. The bill proposes as the amount of one class of bonds the penal sum of 
$160,000, Under that class 30,000 barrels may be stored. The tax on that wil! 
be $1,080,000, or six-sevenths greater than the bond. Under the class of bonds 
with $200,000 penalty there is no limit to the amount of spirits that may be stored. 
Nor is the lien upon the spirits stored a sufficient security in case of great accu- 
mulation of the article. The amount of the tax is so much greater than the 
prime value of the spirits that when, in casefof a general failure to pay the tax, 
the Government should be forced to put the spirits upon the market there would 
be a glut, and the spirits would fail to bring enough to give the Government its 
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revenue. If the bid did not equal the tax the officials must bid in for the Gov- 
ernment; but the Government can not hold the spirits as its own for length of 
time, and when it shall try to realize by other sale free from tax it may find it 
impossible to realize the amount of the lien. sf . J 

It is pertinently said that the provisions of the bill for bonding spirits in special 
warehouses are not materially variant from those for bonding imported Tor ds, 
or for postponing the payment of tax upon tobacco, cigars, and the like. There 
is, however, a material difference in the articles affected by the several provis- 
ions. Spirits grow better by age up to a certain time. Tobacco, cigars, & 
after a time, not long, grow worse. Many imported goods, if kept too long, lose 
their style and in other ways deteriorate. The owner of spirits is not damaged 
by holding them fora long time. The ownerof tobacco is. The incentive of the 
latter is to make prompt sale, and thus he soon becomes liable to pay the tax, 
and needs no compulsion to sell from the law. The owner of spirits, who has 
means and credit, is not so moved, and needs the compulsion of law. 

it is also tobe noted thatthe customs revenue laws in providing for the bond- 
ing of imported goods in warehouses have prescribed restrictions not found in 
this bill and of important effect. The bond required in such case is in double 


the amount of the duties. If the goods lay in store over one year 10 per cent. of | 
the amount of duties is added, and if not withdrawn in three years from date of | 


importation the goods are treated as abandoned and have to be sold. Nor is it 
an idle thing to ask attention to the effect that may result from this bill if it be- 
comes a law upon the revenues of the Government. The financial administra- 
tion of the Government is to some extent to be conducted upon probabilities. 
Estimates are to be made from year to year and month to month, based upon 
the data of the past and the reasonable expectations of the future. Of conse 
quence therein is the amount’of revenue upon the tax on distilled spirits. If 
enough is said herein to show that the provisions of this bill may put it in the 
power of private citizens to suspend collection of an important tax on a large 
portion of it for an indefinite period, it has also been shown that it may result 
from it that the financial administration may be embarrassed and defeated in 
its plans. 

The amount of accumulation now is about seventy-five millions of gallons, ac- 
cording to data and estimates. The tax on this, owing, but not yet payable, is 
over $67,000,000, It surely isan amount to be saved to the country, and presents 
a reason for care and scrutiny in legislation. 

Third. It must be conceded that it is not provident legislation that will tend 
to produce disturbance in the natural laws of trade, and finally bring about a 
collapse in any great business and commercial ruin to those engaged in it. 1 re- 
spectfully suggest that such results may well be apprehended from the possible, 
nay, the probable, and it may almost be said the necessary, effects of this bill 

The statistics of this trade show a large increase in production over consump- 
tion; an increase following upon every step in legislation that has permitted the 
storing, and a postponement of the payment of the tax. 

On June 30, 1878, there was in bond about fourteen millions of gallons, an in- 
crease of a million almost on that of the year before. 

On June 30, 1879, the amount had increased to over nineteen millions 

On June 30, 1880, the amount was over thirty-one millions and a quarter 

On June 30, 1881, it was over sixty-four millions and a half. 

The amount is still increasing, and the successive increase has followed steps 
in legislation that have successively gone toward ease in the carrying of spirits 
by a postponement of the payment of the tax. Theincrease isstill going on. It 
is also a significant fact that the accumulation is going on in comparatively few 
hands and in a restricted locality ; for the increase in one State from November, 
1881, to March, 1882, is about nine millions of gallons, which is near the increase 
in the whole country for that short time. 

Is it not to be looked for that when at last this process stops, as at some time 
stop it must, there will be public inconvenience and private disaster’? [tis plain 
that the demands of trade ir consumption have not come upto the industry and 
ability of production. Is there reason to suppose that this relative state of things 
will soon and largely change? If it does not, where is to be found the market 
for these spirits which will give to the Government its due of revenue and to the 
owner his money invested? 

It is just to note, on the other hand, that the exportsof spirits from this coun- 


try have steadily increased for the last, say, three years, and it is reasonable to | 


assume that a foreign demand is growingand to argue that it will go on increas- 
ing; but with this consideration also, that the bulk of the export trade is I think 
in alcohol, which is made of the high wines, and not from the rectified spirits, 
which latter are the principal subject of the present accumulation. 

It may be said that the whole matter is in the control of Congress, and that it 
may modify this legislation when need for change isshown. A short answer to 
this would be that prevention is better than cure. Nor feed Lremind your com- 
mittee that legislation is not easy to be had in the face of large private interests, 
intelligent, zealous, and persevering. And it may be well to consider whether 
there would not be a quasi vested right to still keep in store for an indefinite pe- 
riod all that had been placed there under this bill, and yet remained there. An 
argument of that kind would be plausible if not sound, and would strongly ap 
peal to equitable consideration. Especially so in behalf of sureties who might 
assert that the covenant into which they had come wascorrelative with the agree- 
ment of the Government (if not express yet implied) that the principal might 
keep in store so long as he pleased without paymentoftax. Foranenforcement 
and amplification of this point I cite United States vs. Tillottson (1 Paine, C. Cls. 
R., 320, 321) and the saying of Mr. Justice Thompson there. Does notthe law as 
it exists at the time that the contract of the surety is made, and in reference to 
which it is made, enter into this contract; and is not a change in the law andan 
attempt to subject the contract to the new law an unavailing attempt to change 
the contract? That may not be done. Thesurety is bound only to meet the con 
tingency when it shall arrive, in the time and mode prescribed by his contract 
(Kent, Ch. J., 2 Caine’s cases (N. Y.), 57, 58.) 

Fourth. There is a possible practical working of this bill that should have at- 
tention. It has been noted above that the bond to be given is not to pay the tax 
on that stored but on that withdrawn from store. Now, the distiller puts his 
product in store and gives his bond. The bond he has given is for a year only, 
and renders him and his sureties liable only for what is withdrawn in a year. If 
none is withdrawn in a year, the condition of his bond has been fulfilled, and 
there is no obligation after that. He may decline to give a new bond at the end 
of the year, The spirits may be forfeited. It may turn out that he has sold them 
subject to the tax. The owner from him is under no personal obligation. The 
distillery has been freed from lien by the giving of the bond. The spirits are the 
only reliance the Government has for thetax. The bond has been discharged by 
the lapse of the year. The Government may distrain upon the spirits. They 
may at public sale bring the tax, but if there be many such cases there may be 
so much spirits to be sold as to glut the market, for we have seen consumptive 
demand has not kept pace with production. Then, for the Government to real- 
ize anything, it must finally sell for what it can get, and sell free from tax 

ink any one can foresee that in such a state of things the price will not rule 
high; that a la amount of spirits will appear inthe market at low rates, and 
that collapse will follow. Is it an idle apprehension that there may be many 
such cases? My information is that great quantities of the spirits now in store 
have been sold to many scattered venders, in varying yet comparatively small 
quantities, on s ulative ventures. (See Report Commissioner Internal Rev- 
enue on this point for 1881, page xxviii.) 

The probability is that these venders are not men of large means or great 
credit, and hence not able to carry their ventures through a time of panic. 

There is at least this to be said from this view, that the bill should be so 
amended as to give to the Government a continuous security by bond. 
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Fifth. The provisions of the bill as to leakage need consideration. The effect 
of them is to double the allowance for leakage overthat which is shown by data 
to actually oceur, and hence we may say to be actually needed. This appears 
from the following statement, derived from data in this Department 

The tirst column shows the number of packages from which the leakage was 
ascertained by test; the second, the numberof gallonsinthe package ; the third 
the length of time the package lay in store, the fourth, actual leakage as found 
by test; the fifth and sixth are suppositions and calculations under the rates pro 
posed by the bill rhe average of time under columns 38 and 5 would be 16.485 
months 

It will be seen that the bill allows twice the amount of leakage which experi 
ence shows as likely to oceur 








l { > t 
| Spackages 210 gallons lO months %—1.S8 ih aL 
5 pack: s 210 gallons Il months es a 7 40 
60 pack ~ ’ 820 gallons 12 months 1021.7 JA0 tim 
10 pack: ‘= 120 gallons IS months 141. 4 ) fim 
20 packages S10) gallons I7 months ‘H--2. 1s nO 
28 packages 1. 176 gallons months as ’ 168 6.00 
10 packages 120 gallons "months 0 0 “wo 6.00 
158 5 7 116 Th iy 1 
Sixth. As a matter mixed of principle and detail, lL deem it well to suggest that 
whatever else may be done with the bill, it will be prudent. if it is te become a 
| law, that it should provide for a payment of the whole tax, by other security 
| than merely bw the len upon the spirits, and for some control by the Govern 


| ment of the time when the tax should become compulsorily due and payable 
| To this end, the penalty of the bond should be equal to the tax on the spirits 
covered by the bond: there should be provisions for a compulsory renewal, at 

the end of the vear, of the bond by the original obligors, or the substitution of 

a new bond by whoever has come into the ownership within the year, there 

should be provision for reports of sales, to this Department, so that the subse 

quent owners may be made known, and there should be power in the Depart 

ment to require additional or other bonds, when need therefor is seen 
}; Seventh. Ifthis bill isto become a law, there is another matter which should be 
considered. It is so that there is a large pecuniary interest in the distillation of 
spirits from fruits Those engaged therein are worthy of benefit from legisla 
tion, as well as others in like pursuits. The query has been made to me whether 
this bill takes in spirits distilled from fruits. Without making an answer thereto 
I present the query to the committee, as worthy of consideration in this connec 
tion, referring to section 3255 of the Revised Statutes of the United States, and to 
8 of the pending bill : 

The foregoing are the suggestions that it has occurred to me as fitting to be 
made responsive to your communication. | may be permitted to add that Tam 
satisfied that an immediate attempt to collect the tax upon the spirits now in 
store would be oppressive and ruinous to many lum, therefore, not in antag 
onism to legislation that shall give temporary aidto an important braneh of bus 
iness. I believe it tobe needed and that it may beso accorded as to be healthful 
toall, This can be effected by a prolongation, but for a fixed period, of the time 
for which spirits may remain in store without payment of tax. But, in my judg 
ment, there should go hand in hand therewith the preservation of the security 
of the Government for the ultimate receipt of its just revenue, and forecasting 
provisions against any evil likely to result from excessive accumulation of a great 
staple 

I also transmit herewith a communication to me from the « xpenmenced Com 
missioner of lnterval Revenue, to whom your letter was referred by me for an 
expression of his views upon the bill 

It will be seen that they are in some respects variant from mine Our com 
munications together may serve to present to vour committee the two sides of 
the matter 

Very respectfully, &« 
CHAS. J. POLGER 
Hon. JusTIn S. Morris, Chairman, dee and 


Whereas said bill (H. R. 5656) has been amended by the Senate and now lies 
upon the Speaker's table, as follows 
Strike out all after the enacting clause of the bill and insert inhi 
following 
“*That the time within which distilled spirits heretofore entered for deposit in 
distillery warehouses are required to be withdrawn therefrom pursuant to the 
condition of any warehousing bond, taken upon the entry of such spirits into 
such warehouse, shall be extended for a period of two years beyond the time 
limited in such bond; but such extension shall not be made in any case unless 
there shall be indorsed upon or appended to the warchousing boud. at or before 
| the maturity thereof, a written request for suchextension, and an acknowledg 
ment of their liability under the terms of seid bond for the period for which the 
extension is granted, and the aceruing interest thereon, as if the sume were in 
serted in the body of said bond by the principal and sureties on said bond, te be 
duly executed and acknowledged by each of them before a collector or deputy 
collector of internal revenue, or some other officer authorized by law to take the 
acknowledgment of deeds: Provided, That the sureties on said bond are at the 


uthereof the 


time of such request satisfactory to the collector, and. if not satisfuctor orilthe 
sureties shall fail or refuse to makethe request and acknowledgment aforesaid 
that a new warehousing bond, with suretics satisfactory to the collector, shall be 
given: And provided further, That no additional allowance for leakage shall be 
made beyond the limit now allowed by law: And provided furthe Mat from 


and after the expiration of three years from the entry of any distilled spiritsnow 
in warehouse, interest at the rate of 5 per cent. per annum upon the tax now 
imposed by law shall be collected and paid upon all distilled spirits, to be com 
puted tothe time of the withdrawal of such distilled spiritsin bond; but neo frac 
} tion of a month shall be computed Andany bonds taken under the provisions 
of this act shall be for an amount sufficient to cover all taxes due and any accrued 
or acerting interest on the same.’ 


. * 


“Amend the tithe soas to read Anactextending the time within which spirits 
heretofore entered for deposit in distillery warehouses may be withdrawn:'”’ 

Therefore. 

Resolved, That the Secretary of the Treasury be, and he hereby is, requested to 
report to this House in writing his views as to what effect such legislation pro 
posed in said bill as amended by the Senate will have upon the collection of 
internal revenue from distilled spirits 


SETTLERS IN NEBRASKA AND KANSAS 
Mr. VALENTINE. | ask unanimous consent for the consideration 
| at this time of a Senate bill. It is one which | asked to have consid 
| ered a few days ago, when the gentleman from Indiana [ Mr. HOLMAN | 
| objected. He has since examined the bill, I believe, and will not now 
| Object. J ask to have the bill read and then to make a statement. 
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The Clerk read the title of the bill, as follows: 


A bill (S. 1492) for the relief of settlers and purchasers of lands on the public 
domain in the States of Nebraska and Kansas. 


Mr. BRAGG. 1 object to that bill. 
COUNTERFEITING OF FOREIGN SECURITIES. 


Mr. BELMONT. I ask unanimous consent to have taken from the 
House Calendar for present consideration the bill (8. 1000) to prevent 
and punish the counterfeiting within the United States of notes, bonds, 
or other securities of foreign governments. 

The bill was read, as follows: 


Be it enacted, d&e., That every person who, within the United States, or any 
Territory thereof, with intent to defraud, falsely makes, alters, forges, or coun- 
terfeits any bond, certificate, obligation, or other security in imitation of, or pur- 
porting to be an imitation of, any bond, certificate, obligation, or other security 
of any foreign government, issued or put forth under the authority of such for- 
eign government, or any treasury note, bill, or promise to pay issued by such 
foreign government, and intended to circulate as money, either by law, order, 
or decree of such foreign government, and any person who causes or procures 
to be so falsely made, altered, forged, or counterfeited, or who knowingly aids 
or assists in making, altering, forging, or counterfeiting, any such bond, certifi- 
cate, obligation, or other security, or any such treasury note, bill, or promise to 
pty, intended as aforesaid to circulate as money, shall, upon conviction thereof 
in any cireuit or district court of the United States, be punished by a fine of not 
more than $5,000, and by imprisonment at hard labor not more than five years. 

Sec. 2. That every person who knowingly, and with intent to defraud, utters, 
passes, or puts off, in payment or negotiation, within the United States, or any 
Territory thereof, any such false, forged, or counterfeit bond, certificate, obliga- 
tion, security, treasury note, bill, or promise to pay, as mentioned in the first 
section of this act, whether the same was made, altered, forged, or counter- 
feited within the United States or not, shall, upon conviction as aforesaid, be 
punished by a fine of not more than $3,000, and by imprisonment at hard labor 
not more than three years, 

Sec, 3. That every person who shall, with intent to defraud, falsely, within 
the United States, or any Territory thereof, make, alter, forge, or counterfeit, 
or shall cause or procure to be so made, altered, forged, or counterfeited, or shall 
knowingly aid and assist in the false making, altering, forging, or counterfeit- 
ing, of any bank note or bill issued by a bunk or other corporation of any for- 
eign country, and intended by the law or usage of such foreign country to cir- 
culate as money, such bank orcorporation being authorized by the laws of such 
country, shall, upon conviction in any circuit or district court of the United 
States, be punished by a fine not exceeding 92,000, and by imprisonment at hard 
labor not more than two years, 

Sec. 4. That every person who shall, within the United States, or any Terri- 
tory thereof, utter, pass, put off, or tender in payment, with intent to defraud, 
any such false, forged, altered, or counterfeited bank note or bill, as mentioned 
in the preceding section, knowing the same to be so false, forged, altered, and 
counterfeited, whether the same was made, altered, forged, or counterfeited 
within the United States or not, shall, upon conviction as aforesaid, be punished 
by a fine of not more than $1,000, and by imprisonment at hard labor not more 
than one year. 

Spee. 5. Every person who, within the United States, or any Territory thereof, 
shall have in his possession any such false, forged, or counterfeit bonds, certifi- 
cate, obligation, security, treasury note, bill, promise to pay, bank note, or bill 
issued by a bank or other corporation of any foreign country, with intent to utter, 
pass, or put off the same, or to deliver the same to any other person with intent 
that the same may thereafter be uttered, passed, or put off as true, or who shall 
knowingly deliver the same to any other person with such intent shall, upon 
conviction as aforesaid, be punished by a fine of not more than $1,000, and by im- 
prisonment at hard labor not more than one year. 


The SPEAKER. Is there objection to the consideration of the bill ? 

Mr. HOLMAN. I desire to reserve the right to object until I hear 
some explanation of it. The question I wish to put is this: Whether 
the Judiciary Committee have considered this legislation in regard to 
the powers of the Federal Government over crime committed in the 
respective States? Every State in the Union, I presume, has legislation 
broad enough to cover the offenses covered by this bill. This relates to 
the crime of forgery or utterance of forged instruments without refer- 
ence to whether the forgery is to operate on instruments used in the 
United States or not. I understand this assumes that the Federal Gov- 
ernment possesses the power to punish the crime of forgery of instru- 
ments which may affect other governments. If so, is not the same 
power possessed and exercised by the local State governments, and if the 
Federal Government possesses the power to punish counterfeiting in the 
respective States, where is the limit of the power of the Federal Govern- 
ment to punish crime? I presume this subject has been considered by 
the Committee on the Judiciary. If not, I think it is one of sufficient 
importance to require such consideration. 

Mr. WALKER. Is there a report from the committee ? 

Mr. BELMONT. There is a unanimous report from the Committee 
on the Judiciary. 

The SPEAKER. 
this bill? 

Mr. REED. This is a bill which has already passed the Senate and 
received the consideration of the Judiciary Committee with regard to 
the point which the gentleman from Indiana makes. I would suggest 
to him that this is to punish counterfeiting of securities and bills and 
notes of a foreign government. Now, the United States has the sole 
control of all matters relating to foreign powers and transactions con- 
nected with foreign governments, and it seems to me that it is the only 
power in this country having authority to treat this particular matter, 
because it relates to infringements upon the rights of foreign nations, 
that is, that the effect of the forgery is to cheat a foreign government 
or the inhabitants of a foreign nation out of property or the value of it. 
It hardly seems to me it can come within the purview of State laws. 
At any rate I am informed, although of course I can not speak of a ques- 
tion so widely variant as the laws of all our different States, that there 

' 


t 
‘ 


Is there objection to the present consideration of 


is no law of a State which will punish the crime which this bill is in- 
tended to reach. 

Mr. ROBESON. Mr. Speaker, if I may be allowed, the question is 
just this: What is the crime we seek here to punish? It can not be 
forgery exactly. It must be the utterance of a forged paper, a false 
token, or something of that kind. Now, the real question in this case, 
as suggested by the gentleman from Indiana [Mr. HOLMAN], is whether 
or not when that takes place, within the boundaries of a State, against 
the peace and dignity of that State, it isa United States matter. Of 
course it will not be contended that everything that has relation to for- 
eign countries or comes from foreign countries is subject directly to the 
jurisdiction of the United States. The jurisdiction of the United States 
on criminal matters in the States extends to the violation of its own 
laws only, and other violation is against the citizens of the State, is 
against the proper execution of its laws and the guarantee which State 
laws give. I think there is a great deal in the suggestion of the gentle- 
man from Indiana. I think it should be examined at least. 

Mr. HOLMAN. Unless there is a report from the Committee on the 
Judiciary of the House, I think the matter should be considered. 

Mr. REED. It has been examined by that committee, and there is a 
report from it. 

Mr. HOLMAN. Let it be read. 

The Clerk read as follows: 

The Committee on the Judiciary, to whom was referred the bill (S. 1000) to pre- 
vent and punish the counterfeiting within the United States of notes, bonds, or 
other securities of foreign governments, beg leave to report : 

That they have given the matter careful consideration, and find that the evil 
sought to be remedied is of sufficient importance to warrant action in the nature 
of the proposed act; that comity between nations should impel us to enact some 
such legislation; that the State Department has recommended this bill and de- 
sires its ; that it seems to meet the requirements; and therefore return 
it to the ous with the recommendation that it do pass. 

The SPEAKER. 
the bill? 

Mr. BLAND. Yes, I object. 
than they can do now. 

The SPEAKER. The bill is not before the House. 


TERMINATION OF HAWAIIAN TREATY. 


Mr. KASSON, by unanimous consent, from the Committee on For- 
eign Affairs, reported joint resolution (H. Res. 318) providing condi- 
tionally for the termination of the treaty of the United States with the 
Hawaiian Government, signed June 3, 1875; which was read a first and 
second time, referred to the House Calendar, and, with the accompany- 
ing report, ordered to be printed. 

Mr. PAGE. Does not that require unanimous consent ? 

The SPEAKER. Unless objected to it will be referred as indicated. 

Mr. ALDRICH. Can we not have it read? 

Mr. KASSON. It is only presented for reference. 

The SPEAKER, The resolution has not been presented for consid- 
eration at this time. 


The United States court have more 


ORDER OF BUSINESS. 


Mr. RYAN. 
of my colleague Mr. HASKELL, who is necessarily absent in commit- 
tee, for reference. 

Mr. ROBESON. I demand the regular order. 

The SPEAKER. Is there objection to the introduction of the bills 
as requested by the gentleman trom Kansas ? 

Mr. ROBESON. There is no objection to that. 


JOHN THEYE. 
Mr. RYAN (for Mr. HASKELL), by unanimous consent, introduced 
a bill (H. R. 7312) for the relief of John Theye; which was read a first 
and second time, referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions, and 
ordered to be printed. 


KANSAS CITY, FORT SCOTT AND GULF RAILROAD COMPANY. 


Mr. RYAN (for Mr. HASKELL) also, by unanimous consent, intro- 
duced a joint resolution (H. Res. 319) for the relief of the Kansas City, 
Fort Scott and Gulf Railroad Company; which was read a first and 
second time, referred to the Committee on Pacific Railroads, and ordered 
to be printed. 

CHANGE OF REFERENCE. 

Mr. STEELE. Iam instructed by the Committee on Military Affairs 
to report back a petition erroneously referred to that committee, and 
ask that the same be referred to the Committee on Appropriations. 

The SPEAKER. The change of reference will be made through the 
petition-box. 

SWEARING IN OF A MEMBER. 

Mr. TAYLOR. I rise to a question of privilege. I present the cre- 
dentials of Hon. Joseph D. Taylor, who was elected as a Representative 
to this Congress to fill the vacancy caused by the death of the late 
Jonathan T. Updegraff. I ask that he be now sworn in. 

TheSPEAKER. The gentleman from Ohio presents the credentials 
in due form of the governor of Ohio certifying to the election of Hon. 
Joseph D. Taylor to fill the vacancy occasioned by the death of the late 





Mr. Updegraff. This certificate has been examined and found to be in 
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I ask unanimous consent to present two bills in behalf 
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due form. Unless there is objection made the gentleman will come 
forward and be sworn in. 

There was no objection. 

Mr. J. D. TAYLOR having appeared at the bar of the House was then 
duly qualified by taking the oath prescribed by section 1756 of the 
Revised Statutes. 

The SPEAKER. The credentials will be printed in the RECORD. 

The credentials are as follows: 

In the name and by the authority of the State of Ohio, Charles Foster, gov- 
ernor of said State, to all to whom these presents shal] come, greeting : 

1, Charles Foster, governor of the State of Ohio, hereby certify that at a special 
election held on the 2d day of January, 1883, in pursuance of law, in the six- 
teenth Congressional district of said State, Joseph D. Taylor was duly elected 
a Representative to the Forty-seventh Congress of the United States, to fill the 
vacancy caused by the death of Jonathan T. Updegraff. 

In testimony whereof I have hereunto subscribed my name and caused the 
great seal of the State of Ohio to be affixed, at Columbus, the 13th day of Janu- 
ary, inthe year of our Lord 1883, and in the one hundred and seventh year of 
the Independence of the United States of America. 

femur.) 

3y the governor: 


CHARLES FOSTER. 
JAS. W. NEWMAN, Secretary of State. 
ORDER OF BUSINESS. 

Mr. PAGE. I demand the regular order. 

Mr. TOWNSEND, of Ohio. 1 ask unanimous consent to present for 
immediate consideration the following resolution. 

The SPEAKER. The demand for the regular order if insisted upon 
will prevent the recognition of the gentleman from Ohio to ask unani- 
mous consent. 

Mr. TOWNSEND, of Ohio. Let the resolution be read. 
believe there will be any objection to it. 

The SPEAKER. The resolution may be read. 

The Clerk read as follows: 

Resolved, That House bill No. 6511, to establish a board of commissioners of 
interstate commerce, &c., be made the special order for Wednesday, the 3ist day 
of January, 1883, immediately after the morning hour, to continue from day to 
day until disposed of, not to interfere with appropriation or revenue bills nor 
special orders heretofore made. 

The SPEAKER. 
the resolution ? 

Mr. BUTTERWORTH. What is that? 

The SPEAKER. It is to fix a day for the consideration of the bill 
establishing a board of commissioners of interstate commerce. 

Mr. BURROWS, of Michigan. I desire to inquire if that is a con- 
tinuing order? 

Mr. UPSON. 
REVENUE-CUTTER SERVICE 

Mr. COX, of New York. I ask unanimous consent to have printed 
in the RECORD a couple of memorials adopted by the board of directors 
of the Maritime Association of the Port of New York, with referenee to 
the revenue-cutter service and the establishment of a bureau of mer- 
cantile marine. They are short. 

The SPEAKER. Is there objection to the request of the gentleman 
from New York? 

There was no objection. 


I do not 


I object. 
AND BUREAU 


The memorials are as follows: 
NAVAL BUREAU OF MERCANTILE MARINE. 
Resolutions of the board of directors of the Maritime Association of the Port of 
New York. 
Whereas the Secretary of the Navy has recommended the establishment of a 


bureau of mercantile marine in his Department, and a bill (H. R. 7158) has been 
introduced into Congress for that purpose ; and 


Is there objection to the present consideration of 





OF MERCANTILE MARINE. 


Whereas the bill provides that the Secretary of the Navy shall have the powers | 


and duties hitherto exercised by the Secretary of the Treasury as regards vessels 
and seamen, as well as those now devolving upon the United States circuit 
courts concerning shipping commissions and seamen, that the chief of the bureau 
shall be a naval officer; and that pegoenen shall be employed in the local marine 
offices provided for, except with the approval of the Secretary of the Navy: 
Therefore, 

Resolved, That while we believe a governmental department of commerce— 
upon the absence of which the Joint Select Committee on Shipping have reported 
to Congress—to be highly desirable, if not indeed indispensable to the proper 
protection and maintenance of our ocean marine, we, as representatives of the 
commercial community of New York, emphatically protest against the attempt 
to centralize in the military or naval department the functions properly be- 
longing to the civic. 

ved, That we believe the measure proposed by the bill to be unwise and 
calculated to work injury alike to the public service and to the commerce of the 
country. 

Resolved, That instead of a naval bureau for the protection of the mercantile 
marine, an executive governmental department similar to the British board of 
trade, or the French department of commerce, would operate to re-enforce and 

rt the naval establishment in time of war, constituting in peace a naval 


su 
militia without cost to the Government, while increasing its resources and en- | 


riching its people. 
(SEAL. } CHARLES F. ELWELL, President. 

Attest: 

F. W. HOUGHTON, Secretary. 
REVENUE-CUTTER SERVICE. 

Preamble and resolutions adopted by the board of directors of the Maritime 
Association of the port of New York at a regular meeting, January 11, 1883. 
Whereas there is pending before Congress a bill (H. R. 7157) “to transfer 

the administration of the revenue-cutter service to the Navy Department,” to 

which we strongly object: Therefore, 
Resolved, That the Maritime Association of the port of New York protests 


the pro change as one wrong in principle, hurtful in practice, and 
ive on helpful to commerce. 
ved, That so to employ the naval forces of the United States would be a 
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dangerous innovation as uncalled for as to use the Army for purely police pur- 


| poses in time of peace. 


Resolved, That the revenue-cutter service, in its intimate connection with the 
collection of duties and enforcement of the revenue laws, is a natural adjunet 
of the custom-house, and should therefore remain as hitherto under the control 
of the Treasury Department. 

[SEAL] CHARLES F. ELWELL, President 
Attest : 


F. W. HOUHTON, Sceretary 
The SPEAKER. 
on Commerce. 


The memorials will be referred to the Committee 


AMENDMENT OF THE RULES 

Mr. POUND. I rise to a question ot privilege. 1 desire to give no 
tice that on to-morrow I will submit for the adoption of the House a 
resolution amendatory of the rules, which | send to the desk pursuant 
to Rule XXVIII. 

Mr. BRAGG. Under what rule is that privileged —this giving notice”? 

TheSPEAKER. It is provided that the standing rules of the House 
shall not be amended except upon one day's notic« 

Mr. ANDERSON. Is the notice by unanimous consent ? 

The SPEAKER. The Chair will not undertake to decide what the 
effect of the notice will be now. 

Mr. BRAGG. Is it a question of higher privilege than the demand 
for the regular order? 

The SPEAKER. An amendment to the rules is a matter of high 
privilege, but the Chair does not undertake to decide what the effect ot 
the notice will be. The resolution will be read. 

The Clerk read as follows : 

Resolved, That during the remainder of this session of Congress it shall be in 
order, immediately after the approval of the Journal, to proceed in the House as 
in Committee of the Whole to the consideration, for the period of one hour, of bills 
and resolutions which shall have been previously reported by standing com 
mittees of the House, and such reports printed, and Senate bills and resolutions 
on the Speaker's table, which, or substantially similar measures, shall have re 


ceived favorable action of appropriate House committees, in the following man- 
ner, to wit 


The Speaker shall call the standing committees in their order, whereupon, 
by direction of committees so called, not more than one measure may be called 
up for final consideration; if not more than three members object such consid 
eration shall proceed, providing that debate on each bill or resolution shall be 
limited to ten minutes, exclusive of five minutes which may be occupied in read 
ing reports of committees, the latter upon request of a member to be allowed 
prior to submitting the call for objections; this hour not to interfere with reve 
nue or appropriation bills 

Mr. ANDERSON. 

The SPEAKER. 

Mr. ANDERSON. I desire to know whether it requires unanimous 
consent now to have this notice given ? 

The SPEAKER. The Chair thinks 
notice shall be given. 

Mr. ANDERSON. But does the rule provide it shall be given as 
against other questions ? 

Mr. REED. 
Rules. 

Mr. POUND. 

Mr. REED. 
to have it. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair thinks the resolution had better be re- 
ferred to the Committee on Rules; but the gentleman from Wisconsin 
can take his own course about it 

Mr. POUND. When the resolution is offered for the action of the 
House that question will be in order 

Mr. McMILLIN. 


I rise to make a parliamentary inquiry. 
The gentleman will state it. 


not. The rule provides such 


The resolution might be referred to the Committee on 


It is not before the House for consideration 
The Committee on Rules might bea sate place in which 


How does the resolution come before the House ? 
The SPEAKER. It isnot before the House. This is simply a notice. 
Mr. POUND. I give notice I will submit the resolution to-morrow 

It is a revival of the rule of last session. 

Mr. McMILLIN. Let it be referred. 

Mr. POUND. The resolution is not before the House 

Mr. McMILLIN. Then I eall for the regular order 

The SPEAKER. The regular order is the call of committees for 
reports. 

H. W. HOWGATE. 

Mr. SPAULDING. I desire to make a privileged report. I report 
back from the Committee on Military Affairs, with the recommendation 
that it be adopted, a resolution of inquiry referred to that committee 

The Clerk read the resolution, as follows 

Resolved, That the Secretary of War be directed to transmit to the House of 
Representatives, if not incompatible with the public interests, full information 
in reference to all measures which have been taken by the War Department or 
the United States Signal Service Bureau to secure the arrest and trial of HE. W 
Howgate, late property and disbursing officer of the said United States Signal 
Service. 

The resolution was adopted. 

Mr. SPAULDING moved to reconsider the vote by which the reso 
lution was adopted; and also moved that the motion to reconsider be 
laid on the table. 

The latter motion was agreed to 

AGRICULTURAL BILL. 

Mr. CARPENTER. [submit a report of the committee of conference 
on the agricultural appropriation bill. 

The SPEAKER. The report will be read. 


APPROPRIATION 
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The Clerk read as follows: 


The committee of conference on the disagreeing votes of the two Houses on the 
agricultural appropriation bill (H. R. 7052) report as follows: 
That the House recede from its disagreement tothe amendments of the Senate 
numbered 9, 15, 16, and 22, and agree to the same 
That the House recede from its disagreement tothe amendment of the Senate 
numbered 24, and agree to the same with an amendment as follows: Strike out 
the word “thirteen "’ proposed to be inserted by said amendment and insert in 
lieu thereof the word © fourteen;"’ and the Senate agree to the same 
c, C. CARPENTER, 
J. W. WADSWORTH, 
W. H. HATCH, 
Managers on the part of the House. 
H. G. DAVIS 
P. B. PLUMB, 
EUGENE HALE, 
Managers on the part of the Senate, 
Mr. PAGE. Task the gentleman from Iowa [Mr. CARPENTER] to 
give an explanation of the effect of the conference report. 
The SPEAKER. The Clerk will read the statement accompanying 
the report. 
The Clerk read as follows 
The managers on the part of the House on the agricultural appropriation bill 
(H.R. 7082) submit the following detailed statement in explanation of the con- 
ference report 
The effect of the action recommended, if agreed to, will be as follows 
On amendment numbered 9: To provide for continuing the experiments in the 
manufacture of sugar from sorghum and other vegetable plants, and in conse- 
quence thereof to increase the total appropriation for the laboratory, $10,000 
Onamendment numbered 15: To increase the appropriation inthe bill as passed 
the House for the purchase, propagation, and distribution of seeds, plants, 
shrubs, &e., $5,000, 
On amendment numbered 16; Tomake the total amount of the paragraph cor- 
respond with the changes made therein 
On amendment numbered 22: To reduce the appropriation inthe bill as passed 
the House for repairs, furniture, carpets, &e., 31,000 
On amendment numbered 24: To reduce the appropriation in the bill as passed 
the House for contingent expenses, $1,000 
The amount of the bill as agreed upon in conference is $405,640, being $115,630 
jess than the estimates, and $21,640 less than the appropriation for the fiseal year 
1883, 
CC. C, CARPENTER, 
J. W. WADSWORTH, 
W. H. HATCH, 


Managers on the part of the House 

The report of the committee of conterence was agreed to. 

Mr. CARPENTER moved to reconsider the vote by which the report 
of the committee of conference was agreed to; and also moved that the 
motion to reconsider be laid on the table. 

The latter motion was agreed to. 


ADDITIONAL ACCOMMODATIONS FOR CONGRESSIONAL LIBRARY. 


Mr. RICE, of Massachusetts, by unanimous consent, from the Select 
Committee on Additional Accommodations for Congressional Library, 
reported back with amendments the bill (H. R. 3843) authorizing the 
construction of a building for the accommodation of the Congressional 
Library, and moved that the bill and amendments be printed and re- 
committed. 

The motion was agreed to. 

ORDER OF BUSINESS. 

Mr. CULBERSON. I move to dispense with the morning hour for 
the call of committees for reports. 

Mr. CALKINS. Does the gentleman from Texas state for what pur- 
pose he desires to dispense with the morning hour? 

Mr. CULBERSON. I propose to call up the special order of the 19th 
of December. 

Mr. CALKINS. What is that special order? 

Mr. CULBERSON. An order for the consideration of the bill (H. R. 
$123) to regulate the jurisdiction of circuit courts of the United States. 

The question being taken on Mr. CULBERSON’S motion, it was agreed 
to (two-thirds voting in favor thereof), and the morning hour was dis- 
pensed with. 


REMOVAL OF CAUSES FROM STATE COURTS. 


Mr. CULBERSON. I call up the special order of the 19th of De- 
cember, 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman calls up for present consideration, 
under a special order of the House, the bill (H. R. 3123) which the 
Clerk will read. 

The Clerk read as follows: 


A bill (HL. R. 3128) to amend sections 1, 2, 3, and 10 of an act to determine the juris- 
diction of the circuit courts of the United States,and to regulate the removal 
of causes from State courts, and for other purposes, approved March 3, 1875. 

Re it enacted, &c., That the first section of an act entitled “An act to determine 
the jurisdiction of circuit courts of the Uuited States, and to regulate the removal 
of causes from State courts, and for other purposes,”’ approved March 3, 1875, be, 
and the same is hereby, amended so as to read as follows: 

“That the circuit courts of the United States shall have original cognizance, 
concurrent with the courts of the several States, of all suits of a civil nature, at 
common law or in equity, where the matter in dispute exceeds, exclusive of 
interest and costs, the sum or value of $2,000, and arising under the Constitution 
or laws of the United States, or treaties made, or which shall be made, under 
their authority, or in which controversy the United States are plaintiffs or 
petitioners, or in which there shall be a controversy between citizens of differ- 
ent States, in which the matter in dispute exceeds, exclusive of interest and 
costs, the sum or value aforesaid, or a controversy between citizens of the 
same State, claiming lands under grants of different States, or a controversy be- 
tween citizens of a State and foreign states, citizen?, or subjects, in which the 
natter in dispute exceeds, exclusive of interest and costs, the sum or value afore- 





RECORD—HOUSE. 


JANUARY 1 6, 





said, and shall have exclusive izance of all crimes and offenses cognizable 
under the authority of the United States, except as otherwise provided by law, 
and concurrent jurisdiction with the district courts of the crimes and offenses 
cognizable by them. But no person shall be arrested in one district for trial in 
another in any civil action before a circuit or district court; and no civil suit 
shall be brought before either of said courts against any person by any origina! 
process or proceeding in any other district than that whereof he is an inhabitant, 
or in which he shall be found at the time of serving such process or commencing 
such proceedings, except as hereinafter provided ; and where the controversy is 
between citizens of different States suit shall be brought only in the district of 
the residence of either the plaintiff or defendant; nor shall any cireuit or district 
court have cognizance of any suit founded on contract in favor of an assignee, 
unless a suit might have been prosecuted in such court to recover thereon if no 
assignment had been made, except in cases of foreign bills of exchange; and the 
circuit courtsshall also have appellate jurisdiction from the district courts under 
the regulations and restrictions prescribed by law.” 

That the second section of said act be, and the same is hereby, amended so asx 
to read as follows : 

“Spe. 2. That any suit of a civil nature, at law or in equity, arising under the 
Constitution or laws of the United States, or treaties made, or which shall be 
made, under their authority, of which the circuits courts of the United States are 
given original jurisdiction by the preceding section, which may now be pend 
ing, or which may hereafter be brought, in any State court, may be removed by 
the defendant or defendants therein to the circuit court of the United States for 
the proper district whenever it is made to appear from the application of such 
defendant or defendants that his or their defense depends in whole or in part 
upon a correct construction of some provision of the Constitution or law of the 
United States, or treaty made by their authority ; and any other suit of a civil 
nature at law or in equity, of which the circuit courts of the United States are 
given jurisdiction by the preceding section, and which are now pending, or which 
may hereafter be brought, in any State court, may be removed into the circuit 
court of the United States for the proper district by the defendant or defendants 
therein: Provided, That such defendant or defendants are non-residents of the 
State in which the suit is pending; and when in any suit mentioned in this se« 
tion there shall be a controversy which is wholly between citizens of different 
States, and which can be fully determined as between them, then either one on 
more of the defendants actually interested in such controversy may remove said 
suit into the circuit court of the United States forthe proper district. And where 
a suit is now pending, or may be hereafter brought, in any State court in which 
there is a controversy between a citizen of the State in which the suit is brought 
and a citizen of another State, such citizen of another State whether he be plain 
tiff or defendant may remove such suit into the circuit court of the United States 
for the proper district at any time before the trial thereof, by filing an affidavit 
in such State court setting forth that he has reason to believe, and does believe, 
that from prejudice or local influence he will not be able to obtain justice in such 
State court.” 

That section 3 of said act be, and the same is hereby, amended so asto read as 
follows: 

“Src. 3. That wheneverany party entitled to remove any suit mentioned in the 
next preceding section, except in such casesas are provided for in the last clause 
of said section, may desire to remove such suit from a State court to the circuit 
court of the United States, he may make and file a petition in such suit in such 
State court, at any time before the defendant is required by the laws of the Stat« 
or the rule of the State court in which such suit is brought to answer or plead to 
the declaration or complaint of the plaintiff, for the removal of such suit into the 
cireuit courtto be held in the district where such suit is pending, and shall make 
and file therewith a bond, with good and sufficient surety, for his or their enter 
ing in such circuit court, on the first day of its then next session, a copy of the 
record in such suit, and for paying all costs that may be awarded by the said 
circuit court if said court shall hold that such suit was wrongfully or improperly 
rmoved the reto, and also for their appearing and entering special bail in such 
suit if special bail was originally requisite therein. It shall then be the duty of 
the State court to accept said petition and bond, and proceed no further in such 
suit, and any bail that may have been originally taken shall be discharged; and 
the said copy being entered as aforesaid in said circuit court of the United States 
the cause shall then proceed in the same manneras if it had been originally com 
menced in the said circuit court; and if in any action commenced in a State court 
the title of land be concerned, and the parties are citizens of the same State, and 
the matter in dispute exceed the sum or value of $2,000, exclusive of interest and 
costs, the sum or value being made to appear, one or more of the plaintiffs or 
defendants, before the trial, may state to the court, and make affidavit if the 
court require it, that he or they claim and shall rely upon a right or title to the 
land under a grant from a State, and produce the original grant, or an exempli 
fication of it, exeept where the loss of public records shall put it out of his or 
their power, and shall move that any one or more of the adverse party inform 
the court whether he or they claim a right or title to the land undera grant from 
some other State, the party or parties so required shall give such information, or 
otherwise not be allowed to plead such grant or give it in evidence upon the 
trial; and if he orthey inform that he or they do claim undersuch grant, any one 
or more of the party moving for such information mfy then, on petition and 
bond, as hereinbefore mentioned in this act, remove the cause for trial to th« 
circuit court of the United States next to be holden in such district; and any on« 
of either party removing the cause shall not be allowed to plead or give evidenc« 
of any other title than that by him or them stated as aforesaid as the ground of 
his or their claim; and the trial of issues of fact in the circuit courts shall, in al! 
suits except those of equity and of admiralty and maritime jurisdiction, be by 
jury. 

“ That the circuit courts of the United States shall not take original cognizance 
of any suit of a civil nature, either at common law or in equity, between a cor 
poration created or organized by or under the laws of any State and a citizen of 
any State in which such corporation at the time the cause of action accrued may 
have been carrying on any business authorized by the law creating it, except in 
cases arising under the patent or copyright laws, and in like cases in which said 
courts are authorized by this act to take — cognizance of suits between 
citizens of the same State; nor shall any such suit between such a corporation 
and a citizen or citizens of a State in which it may be doing business be removed 
to any circuit court of the United States, except in like cases in which such re 
moval is authorized by the foregoing provision in suits between citizens of th: 
same States.’ 

That section 10 of said act be, and the same is hereby, amended so as to read 
as follows: 

“Src. 10. That all laws and parts of laws in conflict with the provisions of this 
act and section 640 of the Revised Statutes be, and the same are hereby, repealed 
Provided, That this act shall not affect the jurisdiction over or disposition of any 
suit removed from the court of any State, or suit commenced in any court of the 
United States, before the passage hereof.” 


Mr. CULBERSON. Mr. Speaker—— 

Mr. TOWNSHEND, of Illinois. Before the gentleman proceeds | 
desire to ask what will be the probable course of debate on this bill: 
how much time will be allowed for debate ? 

Mr. CULBERSON. I am not instructed by the Committee on the 
Judiciary to limit debate on this bill or to deprive any member of « 
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reasonable opportunity to offer amendments. So far as Lam concerned, 
I am willing that the freest and fullest discussion may be had and that 
ample opportunity may be given for amendments to the bill. 

Mr. TOWNSHEND, of Illinois. If there be no desire for a lengthy 
debate on the bill, it might be well perhaps to have an understanding 
now that at the conclusion of the hour to which the gentleman is entitled 
we may then vote on the bill. 

Mr. CALKINS. 1 do not think any such arrangement as that ought 
to be made now. 

Mr. TOWNSHEND, of Llinois. Can not we have some intimation 
as to the amount of debate that will be had ? 

Mr. CALKINS. Perhaps the chairman of the Committee on the 
Judiciary [Mr. REED] might give some intimation. 

Mr. REED. The ‘chairman of the Committee on the Judiciary ”’ 


Texas. 

Mr. PAGE. Let the debate run for to-day. 

Mr. CULBERSON. 
that after the debate has run for a while the*House can then better 
determine what course to pursue in the matter. 

Mr. REED. Better let the debate run tor a while. 

Mr. CULBERSON. Mr. Speaker, I present this bill under the in- 
structions of a majority of the Committee on the Judiciary, and in per- 
forming that duty I desire to say in the outset that while in my opinion 
it does not present a full and adequate relief for the evils which have 
followed the legislation of Congress extending and enlarging the juris- 
diction of the circuit courts of the United States, it will, if it should 
become a law, afford as much relief'as may be reasonably attained unde1 
the circumstances which attend legislation in Congress at this time. 

There are, Mr. Speaker, some considerations which make it proper 
and desirable that this bill should become a law, and those considera 
tions in the main arise in the convenience of litigants, the reduction 


I do not think it will run for the day; I think | 





| in said court to recover said contents had no assigment been mace 


of expenses incident to litigation, and the necessity now apparent of | 


relieving the circuit courts and the Supreme Court of the pressure of 
business which has of late years accumulated inthem. It is conceded, 
as I believe, on all sides that in consequence of the legislation of Con- 
gress during and since the war, and especially by the act of 1875, which 
is proposed to be amended by this bill, enlarging the jurisdiction of the 
circuit courts and facilitating the removal of cases from the State court 
into the circuit court, the business of these courts, as well as the Su 

preme Court, has accumulated with such rapidity that we must eithe1 
reduce the jurisdiction of the circuit courts or provide additional judi 

cial machinery and an additional number of judges, at great cost to the 
Government, to perform the labor. 

In aimost all the States of the Union the circuit courts are over- 
worked and are unable to determine the business before them with that 
deliberation, patience, and research which become a judicial tribunal. 
There are now pending on the docket of the Supreme Court over 1,000 
cases. It is a physical impossibility for the judges to dispose of more 
than about 300 cases annually, and therefore, instead of reducing the 
number of cases on the docket, they increase every year. It ordinarily 
requires three years from the date of filing a transcript to reach a case 
on that docket. Of course such delay is not only vexatious and ex- 
pensive to litigants, but is tantamount to a denial of justice. The ne- 
cessity for relief is so pressing and imperative that the Senate has passed 
a bill, which is now on the Speaker's table, and which, by the way, a 
majority of the Committee on the Judiciary of the House has recom 
mended to be passed, providing for the appointment of eighteen addi 
tional circuit judges and the creation of nine courts of appeal, which are 
to have tinal appellate jurisdiction of all causes involving a less sum 
than $10,000. If the measure now under consideration can become a 
law, the convenience of litigants will be greatly promoted, the circuit 
courts and the Supreme Court relieved of'a large proportion of the burden 
of business now unnecessarily imposed wpon them, and the cost and ex 
pense of litigation both to the Government and the public greatly re 
duced. 

The changes in existing laws proposed to be made by this bill 
relate to the original jurisdiction of the cireuit courts and the removal 
of causes from the State courts into the circuit courts of the United 
States. I propose to call the attention of the House, tirst, to the amend- 
ment relating to the original jurisdiction of the courts, and, secondly, 
to those relating to the removal of causes. 

The first amendment proposed by the bill to the act of 1875 is to 
substitute ‘‘two thousand’’ for ‘‘tive hundred’? where those words 
occur in said act. This change, if adopted, will fix the minimum juris- 
diction of the circuit court at two thousand dollars instead of tiv: 
hundred, as it is now. The present minimum jurisdiction was tixed 
by the act of 1789. At that time the population of the United States 


did not exceed 4,000,000 people, and the business of the country, out of 


which litigation grows, compared with that of the present day, was 
wholly undeveloped. Besides, it will be observed by reference to the 
eleventh section of the act of 1789 that only a fragment of the subjects 
embraced in the judicial powers of the United States as defined in the 
Constitution was permitted to go in the cireuit court. Quite the 
largest proportion of them was left to the jurisdiction of the courts of 
the States, where they remained for eighty-six years 





| change in the law in this respect made by-t 
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The United States now contains a population of over 50,000,000 peo 
ple, engaged in every branch of business which can give employment to 
an industrious population. By the legislation of Congress during and 
since the war the jurisdiction of the circuit courts have been extended 
to the utmost limits of, if not beyond, the judicial powers ot the Umi 
ted States as detined by the Constitution. In view, therefore, of the 
changed relations of the courts to the population and business of the 
country, and in view of the tact that the present judicial force of the 
United States is wholly inadequate to pertorm the labor imposed upen 
it in consequence of the enlargement of Federal jurisdiction, $2,000 is 
as low & minimum amount as ought to be tixed for the jurisdiction ot 
the circuit court. The effeet of this minimum will not be to diminish 
the burden of litigation in the Supreme Court, as causes involving a 


| less sum than 35,000 do not ordinarily go into that court by appeal, but 
has opposed this bill and it is under the control of the gentleman from 


it will take from the circuit courts all causes involving a less sum than 
$2,000, and to that extent will reduce the labors and business of that 
court. 

Just how much relief it will afford can not be estimated with accu 
racy, but the observations of lawyers and business men justify the be 
lief that it will not be inconsiderable. The next change proposed in 
the act of 1875 to which 1] invite attention, and I am now dealing with 
the most important changes, is to restore the provision of the act of 1789 
in respect to assignees of promissory notes and other choses in action 
The provision of the act of 1789 reterred to provided as follows substan 
tially: *‘ Nor shall any district or circuit court have cognizance of any 
suit to recover the contents of any promissory note or Other chose in ic 
tion in favor of an assignee unless a suit might have been prosecuted 
Nn 
cept in cases of foreign bills of exchange 

The act of 1575 repealed that provision in part by substituting the 
following provision substantially: ** Nor shall any circuit court or dis 
trict court have cognizance of any suit founded on contract in favor ot 
an assignee unless the suit might have been prosecuted in such court 
to recover the same had no assignment been made, except in cases of 
promissory hotes, nevotiable by the law merchant, and bills of ex 
change.”’ 

This bill proposes to strike out the exception contained in the act of 
1875 and restore the exception as it existed in the act of 1780 Phe 
the act of IS7T5 greatly in 
creased the business in the circuit court and the Supreme Court a- 
well. During the period trom 1789 to 1875, about eighty-six years 
no court of the United States had jurisdiction of this class of cases, not 
because this class of cases is not embraced within the judicial powers 
of the United States, as detined by the Constitution, for the Suprem 


| Court decided many years ago that this class of cases did fall within 
| the judicial powers ot the United States, but that Congress possessed 


the power to extend or withhold the jurisdiction of circuit courts over 
it; that the circuit courts being the creatures of Congress had no juris 
diction except such as had been conterred upon them by law, and Con 
gress having exercised its discretion by withholding its jurisdiction from 
this class of cases, the court could not entertain it 

I do not know, Mr. Speaker, what inthuence operated upon the First 
Congress to induce it to withhold jurisdiction over this class of cases, 
as the debates of that Congress do not show, but it is significant that 
every Congress assembled from 1789 until 1875 approved the wisdom 
of the First Congress by withholding 
courts. 


such jurisdiction trom the circuit 


Jurisdiction, however, over this class of cases was conferred 


| by the Forty-third Congress and by a slight consideration of the results 


jurisdiction trom. the 


which have tollowed the act of 1875 the wisdom of withholding such 


Pederal courts for eighty-six years is fully dem 
onstrated and vindicated : 

If the Forty-third Congress, Mr. Speaker, had been devising a method 
by which to swell the dockets of the cireuit courts and the Supreme 
Court, to furnish an easy method by which grave frauds could be pra 
ticed upon the jurisdiction of the courts, and multiply the expense of 
litigation, no better scheme could have been devised than the repeal ot 
the exception contained in the act of 1789, and conferring upon the cit 
cuit courts jurisdiction over suits brought by assignees of promissory 
notes and other choses in action 

It is conceded on all sides that the expense and cost of litigation are 
vreater in the Federal than State courts, and it ought to be conceded 
also that the results, ordinarily, of litigation in the Federal courts are 
mere favorable to plaintiffs than defendants 


Phis is due to a variety 
of causes, 


Ordinarily suits are founded on contracts evidenced by writ 
ing, the production of which establishes a prima facie case for the plain 


| tiff, and where a defense exists, eMher in whole or part, to the action 


it must usually be established by evidence of witnesses produced into 
court. Cireuit courts are not held in every county. Outside of large 
cities many counties compose a judicial district, and the courts are held, 
therefore, for the most part remote from the greater number of people 
The cost of litigation, the difficulty and expense of producing witnesses 
in court, the personal expenses of the litigants, the long and vexatious 
delays which attend an overcrowded docket, deter prudent men from 
incurring them, however meritorious their defense may be, and the re- 
sults, therefore, are largely in favor of plaintiffs. 

The payees of promissory notes and other choses in action, justly es 
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timating the value of such advantages, make assignments, often col- 
orable only, to non-residents for the purpose of having suits brought in 
the cirenit courts of the United States instead of the State courts, and 
thus the dockets of the circuit courts and the Supreme Court as well, 
by so many of such cases as find their way into that court by appeal 
are swelled, and the citizen unduly and unnecessarily oppressed. 

The supply of litigation from this source to Federal courts ought to 
be cut off. We ought to return tothe law on this subject as it existed 
for over eighty years, and which the Supreme Court early decided was 
a wise and proper provision. Noinjustice would flow to anybody from 





its restitution, and on the contrary the expense of litigation, both to | 


the Government and parties involved, would be greatly reduced, the 
labor of the judges diminished, the ancient custom of trying causes in 
the vicinity where the cause of action originated restored, and the op- 
portunity to practice frauds upon the jurisdiction of the court by col- 
orable assignments, maintained by perjury, removed. 

The next important change of existing law proposed by this measure 
is known as the ‘corporation clause.’’? On this clause of the bill there 
was a divided opinion among the members of the committee. It will 
be observed that it provides that the cireuit court shall not take cog- 
nizance of any suit at law or in equity between a corporation created 
or organized by or under the law of a State and a citizen of any State in 
which at the time the cause of action arose, such corporation was car- 
rying on any business authorized by the law creating it, except in cases 
arising under the patent or copyright laws, and in like cases in which 
courts are authorized by this bill to take original cognizance between 


citizens of the same State; nor shall any such suit between a corpora- | 


tion and a citizen or citizens of a State be removed from a State court 
except in like cases, in which such removal is authorized by the pro- 
visions of this act, between citizens of the same State. The only amend- 
ment proposed by the committee is to strike out all the words after the 
word ‘‘corporation’’ in line 142, and the word ‘‘and’’ in line 143. 

The effect of this proposed amendment of the committee, if adopted, 
will be to place all corporations created by State or national authority, 
and foreign corporations as well, upon the same plane for judicial pur- 
poses with a citizen of the State in which such corporation may be car- 
rying on business either by the comity or expressed license of the State. 
If, therefore, the amendment proposed by the committee to this clause 
of the bill should become a law, no corporation of any kind created 
either by national or State authority, or by the laws of a foreign gov- 
ernment, can sue a citizen of a State in which it may be carrying on its 
business in the circuit courts of the United States. 1 am inclined to 
think, Mr. Speaker, that the members of the committee would not be 
unwilling to have the House reject this proposed amendment, as after 
further consideration in regard to the scope of it it appears to be an 
UnWwise Provision, 

Banking organizations created or organized under the act of Con- 
gress sue and are sued now in the circuit courts of the United States 
under the provisions of an act of Congress, and while it may well be 
doubted whether Congress has the power to extend the jurisdiction of 
the circuit courts over all suits in favor of or against.such banking 
corporations, no benetits would be gained by taking the jurisdiction 
away from them since a like jurisdiction has been conferred by another 
statute upon district courts of the United States, and we do not propose 
by this bill to deal with the jurisdiction of the district courts at all. 
Besides, if the amendment of the committee is adopted, it will exclude 
corporations created or organized under the laws of foreign governments 
from the privilege of suing in the courts of the United States. 

The comity which exists between governments, if the rules of inter- 
national law did not compel, would require this Government to extend 
the jurisdiction of the Federal courts to such cases, especially would 
this be proper as the judicial powers of the United States extend to and 
embrace them. Ifthe amendment proposed by the committee is not 
adopted, then the prohibition upon the jurisdiction of the circuit courts 
will extend to that class of suits which are styled *‘* controversies be- 
tween corporations created or organized under the laws of any State and 
a citizen or citizens of any other State in which such corporations at the 
time the cause of action arose may have been carrying on any business 
authorized by its charter except in like cases where the courts are au- 
thorized to take cognizance of suits between citizens of the same State.’’ 

Mr. Speaker, this is not the time or occasion to deplore the tendency 
of capital to seek employment in almost all the branches of American 
industry through the agency of corporations; but I may be permitted 
to say that there is no subject in our social or political polity of more 
serious magnitude and importance than the rapid accumulation of cor- 
porations in this country, and the power and influence which they 
wield over the business of the people and the policies of government, 
national, State, and municipal. They occupy ail the fields of trade, 
of commerce, and manufactures, and clutch and hold with greedy hands 
the richest harvests they yield. They even monopolize the time of the 
Federal courts in adjusting their controversies with the citizen. There 
can be no higher duty imposed on this Congress than to lessen their 
power to oppress the citizen in the courts of the United States by the exer- 
cise of vicious privileges secured by the favoritism of legislation. Wher- 
ever it may be done lawfully and without injustice, corporations should 
be compelled in all matters before the law to occupy the same plane 
with the citizen. 


| judicial purposes a citizen of such State. 








Mr. Speaker, a corporation created or organized under the laws of a 
State is by the force of judicial construction presumed to be for all 
This presumption, violent 
and illogical as it is, gives to a corporation a standing in the circuit 
courts of the United States in a proper case. The law is too well set- 
tled to be disputed. However unsatisfactory the ruling of the Supreme 
Court establishing the principle that a corporation is a citizen of the 
State in which it is organized may be, and however absurd may be the 
reasoning by which that principle has been upheld, we must accept it 
as existing law and deal with itaccordingly. The practical questions, 
therefore, which arise on this proposition are: Does Congress possess the 
authority under the Constitution to deprive this class of citizens, which 
may be termed the *‘ corporation class,’’ of the right they exercise under 
alaw of Congress to sue in a proper case in the circuit courts of the United 
States, or, if you please, to exclude such controversies from the circuit 
courts; if so, would the interests of the public be promoted by depriv- 
ing them of the right, and can it be done without injustice to them ? 

From time to time, Mr. Speaker, since 1789, it has been determined 
both by legislative and judicial construction that the circuit and other 
inferior courts of the United States did not derive their jurisdiction 
directly from the Constitution, but alone from the laws of Congress. 
It is true, Mr. Speaker, that the judicial power of the United States 
have their origin and are specified in the Constitution, but, except in « 
few named cases relating solely to the jurisdiction of the Supreme Court, 
Congress has the absolute distribution and disposal of them. It may 
withhold from the jurisdiction of such inferior courts a part of the sub- 
jects of litigation within the judicial powers of the Government, or it 
may vest in such courts jurisdiction over the whole of them. On this 
point I submit the decision of the Supreme Court in the case of Sheldon 
et al. vs. Sill, 8 Howard, page 441: 


The only question which it will be necessary to notice in this case is whether 
the circuit court had jurisdiction. Sill, the complainant below, a citizen of New 
York, filed his bill in the circuit court of the United States for Michigan against 
Sheldon, claiming to recover the amount of a bond and mortgage which had 
been assigned to him by Hastings, the president of the Bank of Michigan. Shel- 
don in his answer, among other things, pleaded that the bond and mortgage in 
controversy, having been originally given by a citizen of Michigan to another 
citizen of the same State, and the complainant being assignee of them, the cir 
cuit court had no jurisdiction. The eleventh section of the judiciary act, which 
defines the jurisdiction of the circuit courts, restrains them from taking “ cog 
nizance of any suit to recover the contentsof any promissory note or other chose 
in action in favor of an assignee, unless a suit might have been prosecuted in 
such court to recover the contents, if no assignment had been made, except in 
cases of foreign bills ofexchange.’’ The third article of the Constitution declares 
that “the judicial power of the United States shall be vested in one Supreme 
Court and such inferior courts as the Congress may from time to time ordain and 
establish.” The second section of the same article enumerates the cases and con- 
troversies of which the judicial power shall have cognizance, and, among others, 
it specifies ‘controversies between citizens of difterent States.”’ It has been 
alleged that this restriction of the judiciary act with regard to assignees of choses 
inaction is in conflict with this provision of the Constitution, and therefore void 
It must be admitted that if the Constitution had ordained and established the 
inferior courts and distributed to them their respective powers they could not be 
restricted or divested by Congress; but as it has made nosuch distribution, one 
of two consequences must result—either that each inferior court created by Con- 
gress must exercise all the judicial powers not given tothe Supreme Court, orthat 
Congress, having the power to establish the courts, must define their respective 
jurisdictions. The first of these inferences has never been asserted and could not 
be defended with any show of reason; andif not, the latter would seem to follow 
as a necessary consequence ; and it would seem to follow also that, having a right 
to prescribe, Congress may withhold from any court of its creation jurisdiction of 
any of the enumerated controversies. Courts created by statute can have no juris 
diction but such as the statute confers. No one of them can assert a just claim to 
jurisdiction exclusively conferred on another or withheld from all. The Consti 
tution has defined the limits of the judicial power of the United States, but has not 
prescribed how much of it shall be exercised by the circuit court; consequently 
the statute which does prescribe the limits of their jurisdiction can not be in con- 
flict with the Constitution, unless it confers powers not enumerated therein, Such 
has been the doctrine held by this court since its first establishment. To enumer- 
ate all the cases in which it has been either directly advanced or tacitly assumed 
would be tediousand unnecessary. Inthe case of Turner vs. Bank of North Amer- 
ica, 4 Dallas, 10, it was contended, as in this case, that, as it was a controversy be- 
tween citizensof different States, the Constitution gave the plaintiffa right to suc 
in the circuit court, notwithstanding he was an assignee within the restriction of 
the eleventh section of the judiciary act. But the court said: “* The political truth 
is that the disposal of the judicial power (except in a few specified instances) be- 
longs to Congress; and Congress is not bound to enlarge the jurisdiction of the 
Federal courts to every subject in every form which the Constitution might war 
rant.” Thisdecision was made in 1799. Since that time the same doctrine has 
been frequently asserted by this court, as may be seen in McIntire vs. Wood, 7 
Cranch, 506; Kendall vs. United States, 12 Peters, 616; Cary vs. Curtis, 3 Howard, 
245. 


I read as an additional authority on this subject from the case of Cary 
vs, Curtis, 3 Howard, 245, as follows: 


Secondly, in the doctrine so often ruled in this court, that the judicial power 
of the United States, although it had its origin in the Constitution, is (except in 
enumerated instances, applicable exclusively to this court) dependent for its dis 
tribution and organization, and for the modes of its exercise, entirely upon the 
action of Co , who the sole power ef creating the tribunals (infe- 
rior to the Supreme Court) for the exercise of the judicial power, and of invest- 
ing them with jurisdiction either limited, concurrent, or exclusive, and of with- 
holding jurisdiction from them in the exact degrees and character which to Con- 
gress may seem per for the public good. To deny this position would be to 
elevate the judicial over the legislative branch of the Government and to give to 
the former powers limi by its own discretion merely. It follows, then, that 
the courts created by statute must look to the statute asthe warrant for theirau 
thority ; certainly they can not go beyond the statute and assert an authority with 
which they may not be invested by it, or which may be clearly denied to them 
This argument isin no wise impaired by admitting that the judicial power shal! 
extend to all cases arising under the Constitution and laws of the United States 
Perfectly consistent with such an admission is the truth that the organization 0! 
the judicial power, the definition and distribution of the subjects of jurisdiction 
in the Federal tribunals, and the modes of theiraction and authority have been 
and of right must be, the work of the Legislature, The existence of the judicia! 
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act itself, with its several supplements, furnishes proof unanswerable on this 
point, The courts of the United States are all limited in their nature and con- 


stitution, and have not the powers inherent in courts existing by prescription or 
by the common law. 


Mr. Speaker, the Constitution provides that— 


The judicial power shall extend to all cases, at law and in equity, arising under 
this Constitution, the laws of the United States, and treaties made, or which shall 
be made, under their authority ; to all cases affecting ambassadors, other public 
ministers, and consuls; to all cases of admiralty and maritime jurisdiction; to 
controversies to which the United States shall be a party; to controversies be- 


tween twoor more States ; between a State and citizens of another State ; between | 


citizens of different States; between citizens of the same States claiming lands 
under grants of different States, and between a State, or the citizens thereof, and 
foreign states, citizens, or subjects. 

Thus the classes of cases to which the judicial powers of the United 
States extends are specified, and they may be thus analyzed: 

Without reference to citizenship, and alone in respect to subject-mat- 
ter as the element of Federal jurisdiction, the judicial power of the 
United States embraces, first, all suits at law orin equity arising under 
the Constitution or laws of the United States or treaties made by their 
authority; second, of all suits in which the United States may be 
plaintiff or petitioner. 

And without reference to subject-matter as the elements of Federal 
jurisdiction, the judicial powers of the United States extend to, first, 
controversies between citizens of different States; second, to controver- 
sies between citizens of the same State claiming lands under grants of 
different States; third, to controversies between citizens of a State and 
foreign states, citizens, or subjects. 

Jurisdiction over cases affecting embassadors, other public ministers, 
and consuls, and all controversies to which a State may be a party are 
vested by the Constitution in the SupremeCourt. Now, the proposition 
which I submit, in view of the objections urged against this proposed 
change in the law, is that Congress possesses the power to establish in- 


ferior courts and to extend to such courts jurisdiction over one or both of 


the classes of litigation falling within the judicial powers on account 
of subject-matter; and that Congress may extend the jurisdiction of the 
circuit courts over all or any of the classes falling within the judicial 
powers of the United states on account of citizenship, or it may divide 
up such latter classes and permit jurisdiction over one part and exclude 
it as to the other. 

I think the authority already submitted is conclusive of this proposi- 
tion, but it may be not out of place to inquire how the power and discre- 
tion of Congress on this subject has been exercised? The First Congress, 
composed largely of the men who had been members of the convention 


which framed the Constitution, organized the judicial department of 


the Government by the act of 1789, commonly called the judicial act. 
That act gave jurisdiction to the circuit courts over only three of the 
classes of cases embraced by the judicial powers of the United States; 
the remaining classes were left unprovided for, in the main, until the 
passage of the act of 1875. No reference is made to those vested in the 
Supreme Court by the Constitution. By reference to the act of 1789 it 
will be seen that only one of the two classes of cases to which the judi- 
cial power of the United States extends on account of subject-matter 
was provided for by that act, namely, ‘‘ of all cases in which the United 
States were parties.’ Over the other, namely, ‘‘ to all cases arising 
under the Constitution and the laws of the United States, and treaties 
made by their authority,’’ no jurisdiction was conferred. Congress 
exercised its discretion and withheld jurisdiction altogether from the 
inferior courts over that class of cases. 

In respect to those classes of cases in which citizenship determines Fed- 


different States;’’ and in respect to the latter Congress discriminated 
between citizens of different States. 
of a promissory note or other chose in action by assignment, although a 
citizen of a State other than the State in which the maker resides, could 
not sue in the cireuitcourt. Therefore it seems that it was in the judg- 
ment of the First Congress and all subsequent Congresses down to 1875 
constitutional to discriminate between citizens of different States and 
to extend the right to only a part of them to sue in the circuit courts, 
and the Supreme Court sustained the constitutionality of the exception. 

Again, it will be seen that the judicial power of the United States ex- 
tends to all cases arising under the Constitution and the laws, &c. If 
Congress attempts to confer jurisdiction over this class of cases it must 
over all of them, because the judicial power extends to all of them and 
not toa part. The judicial power also extends, among others, ‘‘ to con- 


troversies between citizens of different States,’’ not to all controversies. | 


It would therefore-seem clear that Congress could determine what char- 
acter of controversies should be submitted to the jurisdiction of inferior 
courts. What does this bill propose on this subject? Simply that the 
cirenit courts shall not take cognizance of a controversy between a cor- 
poration organized under the laws of any State and a citizen of another 
State in which such corporation may be domiciled and carrying on its 
business. There is only an inhibition upon the jurisdiction of the cir- 
cuit court over one class of controversies provided for in this clause of 
the bill, namely, such as arise between a corporation and a citizen of 
the State in which such corporation is carrying on its business. 
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law will promote the interest of the public, and on that subject there 
can be no doubt. Fully one-half the litigation in the cireuit courts is 
supplied by corporations, and it is estimated that one-third of the cases 
in the Supreme Court are those in which corporationsare either plaintitls 
or defendants. It seems, therefore, that if there is an imperative neces 
sity to relieve these courts of the burden of litigation a cheaperor mor 
satistactory method could not be suggested than to allow this truitrul 
breeder of litigation to parcel out its controversies among the courts of 
the several States. While such a disposition of this character of liti 
gation would be eminently just to the people and economical to the 
Government, it would not be unjust to corporations. If they are pet 
mitted to domicile and carry on their business in a State, is it not even 
handed justice to allow the courts of the State to adjust the controver 
sies between them and the citizens of such State? Why should they 
demand an advantage over the citizen? Why should they be allowed 
to drag him hundreds of miles from his home to litigate in a circuit 
court? Why should they not be content with such advantages in the 
courts of the State as come trom superior wealth and a combination of 
skill? 


REMOVAL OF CAUSES 


I propose now, Mr. Speaker, to call attention to the provisions of this 
bill which relate to the removal of causes trom the State courts to the 
circuit court of the United States, and to show in what respect it is pro 
posed to change existing laws by them. 

The provisions of this bill are not in conflict with the statutes provid 
ing tor the removal of causes, civiland criminal, arising under the ‘civil 
rights *’ act or of suits, civil and criminal, against revenue oflicers ot 
against officers acting under registration laws. ‘These statutes were de 
signed to apply to special cases, and however unnecessary their contin 
uance in the statute-books may be, this bill does not propose to repeat 
them. The measure betore the House deals with the general statutes 
on the subject of removal of causes, the act of 1789, the 1366, 
1867-126, and especially the act of 1875. The twelfth section of the act 
of 1789, the acts of 1866, 1867, and 1868 were repealed by the adoption 
of the Revised Statutes, but were subsequently re-enacted in sections 
639 and 640 of the Revised Statutes 

The provisions of the act of 1875 which relate to the removal of 
causes from the State courts to the cireuit of the United States are not 
in contlict with sections 639 and 640 of the Revised Statutes, and there 
fore do not repeal them. . 

by the twelfth section of the act of 1789, and now by section 639, the 
right of removal is given to a non-resident defendant when sued ina State 
court by a citizen of the State in which the suit is brought, and to an 
alien when sued in a State court 


ucts ol 


Thus the law stood from the organi 
In L866 the act of 
1789 was amended so as togive the right of removal to the non-resident 


defendant, although he might be joined inthe suit with a citizen of the 


| State in which the suit was brought provided the cause could be de 


termined as to him in the circuit 
the presence of the codefendant 
The act of 1867 was amendatory of the act of 1866, and it provided 
that when a suit is now pending or may be brought in any State court 
in which there is a controversy between a citizen of the State in which 
the suit is brought and a citizen of another State, such citizen of another 
State, whether he be plaintiff or defendant, if he makes and files in such 
State court an affidavit that he has reason to believe and does believe 
that from prejudice or local inthuence he will not beable to obtain jus 


court of the United States without 


; ( | tice in such State court, may have the cause removed to the circuit court 
eral jurisdiction, only two of the classes were provided for, namely, in | 


suits where an alien was a party, and to “all suits between citizens of 


of the United States. 

Section 640, which is substantially the act of 1868, gives the right of 
removal to any corporation enacted under a law of Congress, other than 
a banking corporation, when sued in a State court, upon application of 


| such corporation stating that its defense to the action arises under the 


Constitution or laws of the United States. It is proposed by the bill 
before the House to repeal that section of the Revised Statutes 

The provisions of the act of 1875 relating to removal of causes have 
been construed to be supplementary to all the foregéing acts, and sub- 
stantially they provide for the removal of any cause from a State court 
to the circuit court of the United States which by reason of either 
the subject-matter or the citizenship of the parties might have been 
instituted in the circuit court originally. In all the acts on this sub 
ject prior to the act of 1275 the right of removal when citizenship was 
the ground was limited to the non-resident citizen. Under the act of 
1875 either party, paintiff or defendant, has the right of removal 

This was a sweeping and radical change of the law, and has greatly 
facilitated the removal of causes from the State into the Federal courts, 
and consequently has contributed largely to increase the business of 
the Federal courts. 

The change in existing laws which this measure proposes may be thus 
stated: Whenever a suit is brought in a State court upon a cause of 
action arising under the Constitution or the laws of the United States 
or treaties made under their authority the right of removal is given to 
and limited to the defendant, provided that in his application tor a re 
moval it is made to appear to the satisfaction of the court trying the 
cause that his defense in whole or in part depends for a correct decision 


I come now, Mr. Speaker, to inquire whether such a change in the | upon a right construction of some provisions of the Constitution or laws 
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of the United States or treaties, &c. ; secondly, whenever a suit is brought 
in a State court against a defendant who is a non-resident by a citizen 
of the State in which the suit is brought the right of removal is given 
to such non-resident defendant. 

The right to remove a cause is therefore by this bill restricted to the 
defendant in the suit and taken away from the plaintiff, except in the 
instance provided for by the act of 1868, which is incorporated in this 
bill to meet the views of those who otherwise would oppose any changes 
in the law. The plaintiff who elects to sue in a State court when the 
suit might originally have been instituted in the Federal court ought, 
as I believe, be held to his election without exception. If such changes 
as we propose to make are adopted they will put an end to the practice 
of plaintiffs dragging a defendant from one court to another, at great ex- 
pense, for the purpose of gaining an advantage not justitied by the merits 
of the cause. 

Mr. Speaker, it is said by some members of the House that a repeal 
of section 640 of the Revised Statutes would be unjust to Federal cor- 
porations. I do not think so, Mr. Speaker, but on the contrary I be- 
lieve that that section secures to corporations created or organized under 
the laws of Congress a vicious privilege and an unconscionable advan- 
tage over their adversaries in suits, and it is but fair and just that such 
corporations should be brought down to a plane with the citizen. 

The theory upon which section 640 is based is that in every suit where 
a defendant will state that his defense to the action arises under some 
provisions of the Constitution or the laws of the United States he ought 
to be allowed to remove the cause from the State court to a Federal 
court, in order that he may have the privilege of having the provisions 
of the Constitution or the laws of the United States under which his 
defense arises construed by a court of the United States. 

But section 640 and the pretended theory upon which it is alleged 
to rest are in conflict, because it is ruled in practice under section 640 
that in any suit against a Federal corporation if it has a defense at all 
it arises under a law of Congress, because the corporation was char- 
tered under a law of the United States. ‘The consequence is that every 
suit against a Federal corporation involving the requisite amount is re- 
movable under this section from a State court to the circuit court of the 
United States. There are some Federal railroad corporations travers- 
ing entire States, such as the Pacific railroad companies. Every suit 
brought against them in a State court where the amount involved is $500 
is removable to the circuit court of the United States upon the affi- 
davit of an agent or attorney that the defense of the corporation to the 
action arises under a law of the United States. 

In nine hundred and ninety-nine cases out of every one thousand re- 
moved into the circuit courts of the United States from State courts 
under section 640 there is not the semblance, even, of an element of 
Federal jurisdiction involved. Upon a bare pretense that the defense 
arises under a law ot Congress, the case is removed to the circuit court, 
and when tried by that tribunal is disposed of by the application of the 
general rules of law; no provision of the Constitution or the laws of the 
United States being involved, therefore no construction of either is in 
the most remote degree necessary. The law therefore contributes to 
swell the dockets with this class of cases and permits the greatest frauds 
to be practiced upon the legitimate jurisdiction of those courts. It is used 
by corporations, not for the purpose of securing the construction of some 
provision of the Constitution or the laws of the United States by the 
Federal judiciary, but to harass, to vex, to oppress, and especially to gain 
advantages over their adversaries by compelling them to ligitate in 
courts remote from their homes, with all the disadvantages attending. 

I believe, Mr. Speaker, in dealing in strict justice and fairness with 
corporations of all kinds. [am not one of those who would, even in 
the slightest degree, swell the senseless clamor against them on any 
wecount, But lam opposed to extending to them privileges not ac- 
corded to the citizen, and I am in favor of taking away from them all 
such privileges heretofore extended, and as far as practicable bringing 
them down to a level with the citizen, especially in the courts. 

Now, sir, while this bill repeals outright section 640 of the Revised 
Statutes, it provides that whenever asuit is brought in a State court in 
which the defense depends for a correct decision upon the right con- 


struction of some provision of the Constitution or laws of the United | 


States, and that faet is made to appear to the court, the defendant is 
given the right to remove the cause into the Federal courts in order 
that he may have such construction made by acourtof the United States. 

The only difference, therefore, between the provision of the bill and 
section 640 is that before such a suit can be removed from a State court 
to a circuit court of the United States under the provisions of this bill 
there must be a Federal element of jurisdiction involved, and that must 
be made to appear to the court trying the cause. Under section 640 a 
Federal corporation removes a cause from a State court upon a state- 
ment that the defense arises under the Constitution or the laavs of the 
United States, when the defense of the corporation may not depend for 
a correct decision upon the construction of any provision of the Consti- 
tution or the laws of the United States. 

I have now submitted to the House the most material amendments 
proposed to the existing laws on the subjects embraced in the act of 
1875. There are others of minor importance which will readily com- 
mend themselves to the House upon inspection, and I will not consume 
the time of the House by other reference to them. 
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Mr. HUMPHREY. Mr. Speaker, I wish to call the attention of the 
House to the amendment which the Judiciary Committee has reported 
to this bill. That amendment proposes to strike out, in section 9, line 
142, after the word ‘‘corporation,’’ the words ‘‘ created or organized by 
or under the laws of any State.’’ As thus amended the provision will 
read: 

That the circuit courts of the United States shall not take original cognizance 
of any suit of a civil nature, either at common law or in equity, between a cor- 
poration and a citizen of any State in which such corporation at the time the 
cause of action accrued may have been carrying on any business authorized by 
the law creating it, except in cases arising under the patent or copyright laws, &. 

I rise to oppose this amendment. If it be adopted it would simply 
place every corporation created by act of Congress in a worse condition 
than a corporation created by the law of a State. Under the existing 
law such a corporation may in certain instances bring an action in the 
United States court, whereas this amendment would preclude the United 
States court from assuming in any case jurisdiction of an action by or 
against a corporation created under the laws of the United States. It 
seems to me this was certainly not the intention. I will state what I 
understand to have been the object of those who proposed the amend- 
ment. An insurance company created without the limits of the United 
States coming into any of the United States to do business can in all 
cases, under the law as it now exists, bring suit in the United States 
court, and if sued in a State court can remove the cause to a United 
States court. 

The object of this amendment was to place that class of corporations 
in the same position as domestic corporations, or corporations created 
by the laws of any State in the Union. The object was a good one. 

But it goes further. The effect of it, as I have already stated, is to 
prevent the United States courts in all cases from assuming jurisdiction. 
I wish to draw adistinction here. Now, itis perfectly proper and right 
if a corporation created by act of Congress should select its forum in a 
State court that it should be concluded by that action the same as any 
domestic corporation, and should not afterward be allowed to remove its 
case from a State court into the United States court unless it can show 
to the satisfaction of the court that prejudice on the part of the State 
court or otherwise should entitle it to be so removed. 

Mr. CLARDY. Why will not the remarks made by the gentleman 
from Wisconsin in reference to corporations apply with equal force to 
natural persons? I understand that by the amendment proposed to 
thesecond section a plaintiff who has selected the State court as his forum 
in which to try his cause may afterward, on his motion, have such cause 
removed to the Federal court. When a plaintiff has selected the State 
tribunal for the adjudication of his cause why should he not be obliged 
to prosecute his cause therein? 

Mr. HUMPHREY. I do not understand under this act when any 
plaintiff has selected his forum, whether a citizen of a foreign state or 
a corporation, he can remove his case from a State court to the United 
States court. 

Mr. CLARDY. ‘The amendment to the bill expressly provides, as | 
understand it, for such removal. 

Mr. HUMPHREY. Yes; so can any corporation by making an afli 
davit and showing certain facts. 

Mr. CLARDY. Does the law of 1875 authorize a plaintiff who has 
selected his forum to remove it unless he makes affidavit showing cause ” 

Mr. HUMPHREY. Certainly it does. The law of 1875 provided 
that a plaintiff who was a citizen of a foreign state and had selected 
his forum in a State court, who under the laws could have brought bis 
action in any one of the courts of the United States simply by setting 
forth the fact he was a citizen of a foreign state, or that it was a cor 
poration organized in a foreign state, should be able to remove his 
cause from a State into a United States court without showing the 
court any other reason. In other words, it gave the plaintiff the ad- 
vantage of going into the State courts and dragging the defendant in 
there, and then saying to the defendant, ‘*1 am not satisfied with my 
own forum, and theretore I will drag you to another forum.’”’ 

This law is intended to prevent that. It does not prevent him from 
selecting a forum in which he can bring his action. If he is a citizen 
of a foreign state, or if it is a corporation which under the laws is en 
titled to bring its action in the United States courts, that can still be 
done, and this does not seek to prevent it. But if he has once brought 
his action, then he must show some cause which did not exist at the 
time he brought his action to entitle him to remove it. That is just, 
that is right. He must show by aflidavit some local influence or some 
prejudice existing which was not within his knowledge when he brought 
his action in the State court. 

But to come back to the other point. While I am not opposed to the 
amendment proposed by the committee, while it would be harmless, 
and in fact would be beneficial as it applies to corporations created by 
foreign countries, like the London and Liverpool assurance companies 
doing business in this country, yet when they come here they should 
be subject to the same laws as our domestic corporations. When doing 
business in Maryland or Pennsylvania they should not select always 
the forum of the United States court in which to bring their action or 
take their case if sued in a State court when a corporation created by 
Maryland and Pennsylvania can not do it. They should be subject to 
the same laws, and this act should provide it should only bein case they 
can make affidavit they shail be allowed to remove a cause from aState 
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to a Federal court. If the amendment proposed by the committee | 
should prevail, then there should be a further amendment to that part 
of section 9 which provides that nothing herein contained shall deprive | 
any court of the United States from assuming any case where the cor- 
poration is created by act of Congress. As has been intimated by the 
gentleman from Texas (Mr. CULBERSON], this is a question which has 
never been discussed or disposed of in any courtof the United States as 
to what is the status of a corporation created by act of Congress. This 
Government assumes jurisdiction over the whole country, and when it 
creates a corporation it may have a domicile somewhere. It may have 
a domicile and yet not be a citizen. It may have a domicile and yet 
may not be a resident. Where an individual is domiciled in a foreign 
country he does not thereby gain residence. He has a right to deter- 
mine his own residence. 

But here is a case of a corporation created by an act of Congress that 
has no power to determine any residence whatever; and I do not know 
that the courts have ever discussed or determined the question so as to 
settleit. Itseems to me, though, that Congress should set the matter at 
rest for all time, either by this act with necessary amendments or by 
some bill of asimilarcharacter. It should settle that a corporation cre- 
ated by an act of Congress, no matter where domiciled, should, when- | 
ever it selects its forum in a State court, be bound by it. excepting un- 
der certain conditions. It would not of course be right for Congress to 
pass a law abridging the jurisdiction of the United States courts over a 
corporation created by act of Congress, because the constitutions of all of 
the States provide, and the Constitution of the United States also, that 
any decision of a court of last resort in any State, if it involves the con- 
struction of any law of Congress, or the decision of any tribunal of any 
sort in a case in which the United States is a party, may be removed by 
order of the court to the United States courts. Because in such cases | 
the United States courts, with the final court of appeals—the Supreme 
Court—shall be the supreme tribunal for the final construction and de- 
cision of all points involved in the Constitution or under it, and of all 
laws or treaties made in pursuance thereof. 

Therefore it seems to me that if the amendment of the committee to 
which I have called attention should prevail, and shall be adopted by 
this House, that we must amend the bill still further, providing that 
nothing in the act contained shall take away from the United States 
courts any jurisdiction that they now have over any action brought by 
or against any corporation created by an act of Congress. It should be 
provided that it shall not be taken away for the simple reason that it 
would be an anomaly in our system of government to do so. But on | 
the other hand we should let the provision stand as it does in this bill, 
that if such a corporation, created under an act of Congress, brings an 
action in any court of any State in this Union, that it should then, | 
having selected its own forum or tribunal, be precluded from the privi- 
lege of removing it to any Federal court unless it shows to the satisfac- 
tion of the judge of the State court that local influences or prejudices 
exist at that time that were not known at the time of the bringing of 
the action or the selection of the court, which prejudices or influences 
were such as to preclude the probability of fair and impartial justice 
being done it. 

In that case, where it was reasonably shown that there was an appre- 
hension that justice could not be done, it should be entitled to remove 
the cause to the Federal courts, but under no other circumstances. This 
in other words places the corporation in the same position with reference 
to the courts as any citizen, or any individual, or any other party, who 
under the laws as they now exist, and the Constitution, have a right to 
bring an action in the United States courts. Having selected their forum, 
as I have said, in a State court, it is manifestly proper, for reasons which 
I shall presently show, that they should be precluded thereafter from | 
changing that forum and dragging the other party to the suit elsewhere; | 
unless, as I have said, sufficient cause isshown that did not exist at the | 
time the forum was selected and the action brought. 

Now, this act also provides that section 640 of the Revised Statutes 
shall be repealed. That section provides that— 





_Any suit commenced in any court other than a circuit or district court of the | 
United States against any corporation other than a banking corporation, organ- 
ized under a law of the United States, or against any member thereof as such 
member for any alleged liability of such corporation, or of such member as a 
member thereof, may be removed for trial in the circuit court for the district | 
where such suit is pending, upon the petition of such defendant, verified by oath, 
stating that such defendant has a defense arising under or by virtue of the Con- 
stitution or of any treaty or law of the United States. Such removal, in all other 
respects, shall be governed by the provisions of the preceding section. 


We see by the provisions of this section of the statutes, which is a 
part of the act of July 27, 1868, and which was enlarged by the subse- 
quent act of 1875, that a corporation created by an act of Congress, or 
any member of such corporation, may, after having been sued in any 
State court, go in upon petition and state the bare fact that he has a 
defense arising under and by virtue of any treaty or under the Consti- 
tution of the United States or under any act of Congress, and on such 
Statement may secure the removal of that cause into the Federal court. 

Now let us look at the injustice of this act. While in many cases it 
would operate beneficially, here is an illustration—and this will illus- 
trate it for all practical purposes, because this section and another pro- 
vision of the law which gives the same opportunity to an individual in 
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certain cases is all that exists on the subject—we will take for instance 
a party who has transported a cargo of wheat by a continuous line ot 





transportation through two or three different States, and by some neg 

ligence on the part of the carrier his wheat is damaged or destroyed 

He brings his action in the case against the transportation company. If 
it is between Saint Paul and New Orleans, and he shipped his cargo 
from Saint Paul, he brings his action against the company in oneot the 
courts of the State of Minnesota in the city of Saint Paul to recover 
damages for such negligence. That particular company is possibly or- 
ganized under the laws of the State of Llinois or the State of Missouri; 
and it steps into the court at Saint Paul and sets forth in petition that 
it is a foreign corporation and not a citizen of the State of Minnesota, 
and takes the whole case out of the State court into the United States 
court. 

Now, inthe city of Saint Paul that would not be an unusual hardship, 
because in that State the court sitsin the city of Saint Paulonly. But 
take the case in Wisconsin. Let that action be brought in the town 
where I reside, where the Saint Louis boats are coming up to our town 
every day, if they desire, during the season of navigation, and if the ae- 
tion is brought against the company running one of these boats they 
may take the plaintiff away to Milwaukee or Madison, three hundred 


| milesdistant, fora hearing, and ifthe plaintiff isa poor man he virtually 


deprives him of that justice which the constitution of the State of Wis 
consin provides in such cases by saying he shall not only have a speedy 
but he shall have a sure remedy. And the Constitution of the United 
States says it shall be speedy, though the language is not so broad as 
the constitution of our State. But this actually deprives him of the 
real benefits which the constitution of the State and the Constitution 
of the United States intend to give him; and it directs him to a forum 
where, by a prolonged litigation, he is compeiled to submit in certain 
cases to such terms as he can get, and sometimes he loses his whole 
eargo of wheat in the litigation. 

That is an illustration, and it is not an uncommon one. Now, what 
Congress should do is to place these corporations created in any one of 
the States on the same footing as citizens of the State; and that when 
they shall have chosen their forum they shall be bound by it and never 
in any instance change it except they show some cause which could not 
be known to them at the time or could not by reasonable diligence be 
known to them at the time they selected the forum; because if they 
could by reasonable diligence that is chargeable to them as notice, and 
then they should not be allowed to change the forum; and when any 
corporation created under act of Congress has selected its forum ina 
But we should not take away that 
original jurisdiction from the courts of the United States over cases that 
arise under any law of Congress, because not only would it be anom- 
alous but the result would be you would be depriving the United States 
court in certain cases of the power of construing the law of Congress 
and would compel parties to go into United States courts where other- 


| wise they would have a right to select their forum. 


Let me be understood as tothis. If they select their forum let them 
abide by it. But if this amendment is agreed to it would prevent the 
United States courts in any case assuming jurisdiction over a corpora 
tion created by act of Congress. That should not be so. We should 


| let the jurisdiction remain where it is, but provide where the corpora 
| tion has selected its forum it shall not change it except for causes pre 


scribed in this act. 

Therefore it seems to me right to repeal the provision of section 640 
and not allow—where you sue a corporation created by act of Congress 
in a State court—not allow them to remove the cause except they show 


| that they are a corporation created under the laws of the United States, 


and that from local prejudices or local influences justice can not be done 
them, because thenthey have had no opportunity to select their forum, 


| and therefore they should be allowed to come in and show that they 


can not get justice done them, and should be allowed to remove the 
cause to any Federal court within the district. 

Mr. MOULTON. Will the gentleman from Wisconsin allow me to 
ask a question for information merely ? 

Mr. HUMPHREY. Certainly. 

Mr. MOULTON. If a corporation is created by a law of Congress, 
does not this bill provide that whenever it is sued in a State court, if 
the corporation makes an affidavit or a petition stating it involves a 
Federal question, a constitutional provision, or the construction of a law 
of Congress, it can remove its cause? Does not this bill provide that? 

Mr. HUMPHREY. It does provide that. But that is not the ques- 
tion. Iam glad the gentleman from Illinois has called my attention 
to that. Jam referring to this provision of section 3, commencing at 


| line 140. Where the corporation has been sued, and is a defendant, 


this provides: 

That the eircuit court of the United States shall not take original cognizance 
of any suit of a civil nature, either at common law or inequity, between a cor 
poration and a citizen of any State, Ke. 

Mr. MOULTON. 
by Congress. 

Mr. HUMPHREY. No,no. Nowwait. I say that this bill which 
comes in here and which is the bill introduced by the gentleman from 
Texas [Mr. CULBERSON ] isa bill with which I find no fault. But [wish 


Chat is a corporation created by a State and not 
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to draw the attention of the gentleman from Illinois to the amendment 
which the Committee on the 
section. 

Mr. MOULTON. I have not heard that amendment. 

Mr. HUMPHREY. It is that amendment I have been talking about. 
That amendment strikes out the words in lines 142 and 143: 

Created or organized by or under the laws of any State. 

Mr. MOULTON. I am opposed to the amendment. 

Mr. HUMPHREY. That is just what I am drawing the attention 
of the House to. I say it would preclude any Federal court from ever 
taking any jurisdiction of a case between a corporation created under | 
an act of Congress and an individual. 

Mr. MOULTON. Ll agree with the gentleman from Wisconsin. 

Mr. HUMPHREY. But I have said wedo need some provision that | 
where foreign insurance companies, which are erganized and created 
by the laws of a foreign country without the limits of the United | 
States—we should provide that when they come into any one of the 
United States, or the District of Columbia, or any of the Territories, 
and do business then they shall be subjected to the same laws as any 
domestic corporation, and that they should be compelled to sue in the 
State courts in all cases where a domestic corporation would be com- 
pelled to do so. 

Mr. MOULTON. 
refers? 

Mr. HUMPHREY. The amendment is simply proposed. 
mittee does not strike out the clause in the bill as printed. 
tleman will find the amendment in report No. 680. 

| will not spend any further time than simply to call attention to this 
provision. I believe that without this amendment this act would be 
productive of great good and great benefit. I believe that the various 
acts of Congress which were passed from 1862 to 1875 went too far. 
There are cases where a party should have the right, even when he has 
selected his own forum, to remove his cause if he can show that any- 
thing exists which will prejudice his rights which was not known to 
him to exist or could not have been known by reasonable diligence on | 
his part when he brought his action. On the other hand, where he has 
not the opportunity to select his forum, he should have the right to 
avail himself of it in certain cases. 

But these corporations, which are domiciled in every State, and which 
for judicial purposes are residents of the States which created them, 
when they do business in other States should be subjected to the same | 
laws as corporations created by the laws of that State. When they sue | 
for a small sum—of five or ten dollars—and the determination of the | 
suit may settle a principle which would be worth half a million of dol- 
lars to the community, if the person sued should be poor, the corpora- 
tions should not have the advantage of subjecting him to great expense 
by taking the case to a Federal court and putting the defendant to the 
expense thereby involved. They should stand in the same position as 
other persons, and persons should stand in the same position as corpora- 
tions. 

No cause should be removed from the State court by any party who 
would have been entitled to go into the Federal court. If he is a de- 
tendant and has been sued in such acourt, he should have the right, if 
he can make it appear that justice can not be done him in the case, to 
remove the cause. But the plaintiff selecting his forum should not 
have the rightof removal. In the case of the detendant he has the right 
to remove the case if he is the citizen of another State. 

Mr. PEELLE. Will thegentleman permit me toask him a question ? 

Mr. HUMPHREY. Certainly. 

Mr. PEELLE. 1 understood the gentleman to say a while ago that 
the Supreme Court of the United States ought to have the right to in- 
terpret the lawsand treaties and Constitution of the United States, and 
I certainly agree with him, as no other tribunal ought or can have, under 
our Constitution, that power. 

Now, by section 2 of this bill it is provided that the defendant may 
have his cause transferred from the State to the Federal court ‘‘ where 
it shall be made to appear’’ that such cause of action arose out of 
some law of Congress, some treaty, or some provision of the Constitution. 
Now, [ understand ‘‘ where it shall be made to appear’’ to mean that 
trom a certain statement of facts the State court may draw its conclu- 
sion; and it is within its own discretion whether the case shall be trans- 
ferred to the Federal court or not. Might not that work a hardship in 
some sections of the country? 

Therefore that section leaves it discretionary with the State court, 
upon the statement of fact, to say whether the case shall be transferred 
to the Federal court or not. If that be so, then might not the Supreme 
Court be deprived of the right of passing upon a law of Congress unless 
the defendant saw fit and was able to apply to the Federal court for an 
order of transfer ? 

Mr. HUMPHREY. The answer to that question is simply this: It 
can not be true that this will leave it discretionary with the court. 
Under this law and under every other law, the moment such fact shall 
appear by petition or otherwise then the jurisdiction of the State court 
at once ceases. The United States Supreme Court has decided that the 

jurisdiction so far ceases that any injunction granted in the State court 
becomes at once dissolved the moment the petition is filed. When the 
fact appears the jurisdiction of the State court ceases in the case, 
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Judiciary have proposed to this part of the 
| whether by affidavit or by petition, the jurisdiction of the court ceases 





Mr. PEELLE. Appears to the court? 
Mr. HUMPHREY. The moment it is made to appear to the court 


at that moment. That is a well-settled principle of law. 

We have in Wisconsin a law which provides that if an affidavit is 
made by any party (and criminals are always making them) that he 
believes the judge is prejudiced against him (and he need not state 
what the prejudice is), he can remove his cause outside of the circuit. 
That is a law peculiar and indigenous to the State of Wisconsin. 

The result is that the Supreme Court has decided, and they could not 
decide otherwise, that when a defendant in any criminal case files a 
petition or makes a statement, it may be by petition or affidavit to that 
effect, then the jurisdiction of the court ceases at once, and every act 
subsequent is null and void. 

The Supreme Court of the United States has decided more than once 
that the moment the petition is filed, or an affidavit is filed, setting 
forth the reasons here given for removal, that moment the jurisdiction 
of the court ceases, and any attachment, any injunction, any provisional 
remedy that was granted by the court, from the time of bringing the 
action to the time of removal, falls completely. 

Mr. PEELLE. Is not that a decision, however, under section 640 of 
the Revised Statutes? 

Mr. HUMPHREY. 
enacted. 

Mr. PEELLE. 
that section? 

Mr. HUMPHREY. I can only say that if he ‘‘ makes it appear,’’ 
the court cannot proceed any further. The court isousted of jurisdic- 
tion if his affidavit sets forth what this provision requires. 

Mr. PEELLE. Section 640 merely provides that *‘ when the defend- 
ant shall state,’’ without setting forth the facts at all, there shall be a 
removal; there is no discretion in the State court. 

Mr. HUMPHREY. It does not make any difference whether he files 
a petition or makes an affidavit setting forth the fact. The common 
language of this class of statutes reads, ‘‘ That if it shall satisfactorily 
appear to the court;”’ that is the language always used when there is a 
discretionary power left to the court. But when the language is ‘‘is 
made to appear,’’ then the court has no discretion. If it proceeds be- 
yond that, the act is coram non judice, and therefore void. That is all 
I have to say. 


It was a decision before section 640 was ever 
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SPIRITS IN BOND. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr. Burrows, of Michigan). The gen- 
tleman from Ohio [[Mr. BUTTERWORTH ] asks unanimous consent that the 
amendment of the Senate to a bill now on the Speaker’s table, House 
bill No. 5656, extending the time within which spirits heretofore en- 
tered for deposit in distillery warehouses may be withdrawn, be printed 
for the use of the House. Is there objection? The Chair hears none, 
and the order will be made. 

MESSAGE FROM THE SENATE. 

A message from the Senate, by Mr. SYMPsoN, announced concurrence 
in the amendments of the House to the bill (8. 1340) for the relief of 
the heirs at law of William R. Downing, deceased. 

REMOVAL OF CAUSES FROM STATE COURTS. 


The House resumed the consideration of the bill (H. R. 3123) to 
amend sections 1, 2, 3, and 10 of an act to determine the jurisdiction of 
the circuit courts of the United States, and to regulate the removal of 
causes from State courts, and for other purposes, approved March 3, 
1875. 

Mr. MOULTON, Mr. Speaker, I desire to say a few words in favor of 
the bill reported by the Judiciary Committee. I regard it as of very 
great importance to the whole people. It proposes to lessen the right 
of removal of causes from the State to the Federal courts, and also to 
materially limit the right of bringing suits in the Federal courts and the 
right of appeal from the circuit to the Supreme Court. 

The law as it now stands is unjust and unequal in its operation, tend- 
ing to the advantage of the rich and powerful and against the poor. In 
my section of the country the complaint among citizens is almost uni- 
versal against the operation of the law that now exists in reference to 
bringing suits in Federal courts and removing them from the State 
courts. The operation of these laws seems to be against common right 
and against justice. 1 can see no special reason why a foreign corpora- 
tion coming into the State of Ilinois and being permitted there to do 
business, and receiving the protection of our laws, should insist upon 
any rights not enjoyed by citizens who reside in the State. There is no 
reason and no justice in such aclaim. No reason can be given why 
such a corporation should be permitted to sue our citizens in the 
Federal courts hundreds of miles away from their homes, or that when 
such corporations are sued they can remove said cause to the Federal 
court. 

Something really ought to be done for the purpose of relieving our 
present Federal judiciary system from the great oppression and accu- 
mulation of business. Citizens in my own district have now suits in 
the United States court of very great importance, involving fifty or sixty 
thousand dollars; and it is impossible, from the number of cases on the 
docket, for my clients and constituents to have those cases tried short 
of four or five years. It is an absolute denial of justice. If this bill is 
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passed with the amendments which are proposed it will relieve the 
circuit as well as the Supreme Court of very much of the burdens that 
press upon them, and may enable them to discharge their duties more 
to the satisfaction of the people than they can possibly do under the 
present system. 

I confess that I desire to lessen the jurisdiction of the Federal courts, 
not only as a means of relieving them of burdens that now oppress 
them but particularly and especially of restoring to the State courts 
the rights and jurisdiction of what they have beenso unjustly deprived 
by the encroachments of the Federal judiciary within the past twenty- 
five years. 

If the State courts were restored to their rightful powers the Federal 


courts could discharge all the duties that rightiully devolve upon them, | 


and this is the proper mode of relieving them. 

There is one provision of this bill which, it seems to me, must ad- 
dress itself directly to the common-sense and justice of every person who 
has practiced law in these courts, as a means of relieving the Federal 


the Supreme Court. I refer to those cases where jurisdiction is obtained 
by reason of assignments. Fictitious assignments is a regular business 
with reference to certain classesof securities, notes for fraudulent patents 
and among certain parties, to enable them to sue in the Federal courts, 
as this tends to prevent defenses by poor debtors. The old law as it 
stood prior to 1875 provided that if A gave his note to B in the same 
State, under no circumstances, by assignment or otherwise, could that 
note be sued in the Federal courts. 
the note be made between parties in Illinois, the payee may assign the 
note to a citizen of Indiana and that assignee may bring suit at once 
in the Federal courts. And Iam informed that over one-third of all 


the cases that reach the circuit courts in the Western States arise from | 


permitting such assignees to sue, and by collusion between parties. 
This operates unjustly, and especially so as against the maker of the 
note or bonds. I am heartily in favor of that provision of the bill which 
proposes to correct this practice. It is a very important provision and 
ought to pass this House. It injures no one and will operate princi- 
pally for all honest people. 

This bill also contains the following important provision 


| where a man from Connecticut, 


| not have as fair and good a chance for his riehts 
courts of a very considerable amount of business which finally reaches | 


| 


To-day the law is that, although | 


| 
| 


That the circuit courts of the United States shall not take original cognizance | 


of any suit of a civil nature, either at common law or in equity, between a cor- | 


poration created or organized by or under the laws of any State and a citizen of 
any State in which such corporation at the time the cause of action accrued may 
have been carrying on any business authorized by the law creating #,except in 
eases arising under the patent or copyright laws, and in like cases in which said 
courts are authorized by this act to take originial cognizance of suits between 
citizens of the same State; nor shall any such suit between such a corporation 


and » citizen or citizens of a State in which it may be doing business be removed | 


to any circuit court of the United States, except in like cases in which such re- 
moval is authorized by the foregoing provision in suits between citizens of the 
same States, 

The effect of this proposition is that a corporation created in one State 
and doing business in another State shall have no more rights and priv- 
ileges than the citizens of the latter State. 

Now, to amplify this so we can see the operation of this provision: 

A corporation is created in Massachusetts, and an agency is estab- 
lished in Ilinois—it may be a fire and marine or life insurance com- 
pany, or something of that kind. 
such a corporation may bring the smallest suit against a citizen and 
drag him two or three hundred miles from home, even upon a promis- 
sory note of not more than $50. It is done in this way: These insur- 
ance companies have notes against parties in all parts of the State. They 
claim that there is a default in the payment of a note of $50. They 
file their declaration in the Federal court, alleging in the ad damnuin 
$500. When such a suit is brought in a circuit court of the United 
States it is a great hardship upon the defendant, residing, it may be, in 
Cairo, Illinois, to go to Springtield, a distance of two hundred and fifty 
iniles, toattend court. The expenses for himself and hisattorney would 
be more than double the amount for which he is sued. To my certain 
knowledge hundreds and hundreds of cases of this kind have occurred 
all over the Western States by reason of the operation of the present 
law. In my own county as well as others men have been sued in the 
Federal courts upon notes so small in amount as $15. This isa erying 
injustice which ought to be remedied in some way. Every one ought to 
find a speedy remedy in the law and in his own neighborhood or county. 
Chis was the theory and practice of the common law, and is the practice 
now under the State laws. 

If this provision of the bill is adopted the citizen will be protected 
against present injustice. This provision will not operate tothe injury 
of the foreign corporation. ‘ 


laws protection for its property and rights, why should it not be content 
with the enjoyment of all the rights of the citizens of the State, but no 
more? Ifthe corporation has occasion to sue the citizen let him do it 
in thecounty where that citizen resides. The courts are alwaysopen and 
there is no justice or reason why the citizen at the caprice of a corpora- 
tion should be compelled to go hundreds of miles from home at great 
inconvenience and expense. 
practice is giving all the advantage tothe foreign corporation and 
at the expense of the citizen. 
In my judgment if this bill becomes a law as it stands now it will 





Under the law as it stands to-day | of the operation of the laws as they now stand? 
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lessen the causes in the Federal courts in the Western States at least 
one-third. I have not a doubt that it will also lessen at 
cent. the causes which now under the present system reach 
the docket of the Supreme Court ef the United States 

This certainly will be a great advantage to the people and in the 
direction of a material reformation in our judic lary system. 

I wish to say one other thing. 


east Zo per 


and ciog 


Phis bill provides—and I am rather 
inclined to go with my friend from Wisconsin [Mr. HUMPHREY ]—it 
provides among other. things that if the corporation or the foreign citi 

zen elects his forum and brings his suit in a State court, that if he 
should subsequently discover or fancy he discovered there was some 
local prejudice against him, that in that case he should have the right 
to remove his case to a Federal court. 1 am opposed to that principle 

From my practice for a good many vears I am satisfied that there is 
hardly a county or a locality anywhere in any of our Western States 
or Massachusetts, or Pennsylvania can 
In our 


as provided tor by our State laws as he could in the I 


superior courts 


deral courts or 


| anywhere else, 


In my judgment in nine cases out of ten the incentive or motive for 


the removal of causes from the State to the Federal court is t 


to harass 

and obtain some advantage over the other party Phis is wrong and 
should not be tolerated. 

Let me say that under most of our State laws, a man charged with 

murder or felony or in a civil case, if he comes into court and makes an 

affidavit and says he has reason to believe and does believe that because 


of a prejudice on the part of the people he can not have a fiir and im 
partial trial he is then entitled to a change of venne. I wish to say that 
it is my experience and observation, and it must be that of every at 
torney who has practiced law, that in nine cases out of ten those 
Vits are false, and the man who makes them commits perjury. Youcan 
always find in all the larger counties thousands of citizens who never 
heard of the particular case or of the parties or of the subjects-matter 
of the litigation 
This practice only provides parties with the means of escaping justice 

and the rights of the citizen is greatly 


athiida 


jeopardl A d 


And the same thing is true in reference to foreign citizens and corpora 
tions. I have seen hundreds of those cases tried in the circuit courts 
of the States, and I have never known a man suffer by reason of any 
local prejudice against him 

The foreign citizen or corporation can have as fair atrial in the State 


courts as citizens Then the reason ot the present rule of law and prac 
tice fails and the law as provided in this bill should conform to the 
reason of the case 

Let me call attention to another class of cases this bill involves and 
provides for. Take railroad corporations, take the Indianapolis and 
Saint Louis Railroad Company, chartered by the States of Indiana and 
Illinois and running through both of those States. In Indiana that 
corporation is claimed to be a foreign corporation because it is char 
tered by Llinois, and in the State of Illinois it isclaimed to be a foreign 
corporation because it is chartered under the laws of the ate ot 
diana. What is the consequence? If that railroad kills a hors 
cow of a poor man and is sued, what d 


st In 
or a 
ves the corporation do by reason 
W hy, sir, they remove 
the case from the State to the Federal court, and the poor man is com 
pelled to lose his horse or his cow or other property which has been 
damaged or destroyed by this railroad. And th general 
duct of all corporations so circumstanced. 

Mr. RYAN. He is too poor to follow the case to a Federal court 

Mr. MOULTON. Yes; he is compelled to abandon the case because 
he is too poor to follow it into the Federal court. 
case which occurred within 


sis the 


con 


Let me g 
fifteen miles of where I live 


Ve 


you au 


only a tew 


years ago. This same corporation brought into the State of Illinois 
and landed a lot of diseased Texas cattle at the town of Pana, in my 
colleague’s [Mr. SPRINGER’S] district, whereby over a hundred milch 
cows of poor citizens of that town died by reason of the infection ordi 

ease known as the Texas fever. What did they do? The company 
refused to pay. It was sued by the individual owners of the property 
lost betore a justice of the peace, and it went to the cir court of 
Christian County. Under the operation of the laws as they stand to 
day that corporation removed every one of the cases brought against if 


to the Federal court, and as a consequence these poor citizens had to 
lose their property because they were unable to bear the expense of that 
removal and litigation away from their homes to the United States 


courts. No such law as this ought to exist for the purpose of enabling 


I | corporations to defraud the citizens under the idea of protecting thes 
If a corporation is permitted to come into a State and enjoy under its | 


great corporations from local prejudice. This corporation could have 


had its rights protected, and as succ: in the county of Christian 
as in the Federal court That they knew, of course, and they also 
knew the tact that the poo! widow who lost her last cow by reason of 


the wrongtul acts of that corporation could not follow it into the Fed 
eral court. That is the reason why they availed themselves 
iquitous statute. I hope this House will wipe it out 

There are some other important provisions in the bill that tend 
limit the present jurisdiction of the Federal courts. These provision 
are just and necessary so that equal justice may be done to all 

I have a bigh regard tor the Federal judieiary and the eminent u 


ol this in 
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who adorn the bench. This court is necessary under our form of gov- 
ernment; but no reason exists why the proper and necessary jurisdic- 
tion of the State courts should not be fully preserved and the rights of 
the citizen maintained. 

Without delaying the House longer I wish to say, Mr. Speaker, that 
there is a demand for the passage of this bill. I have received hun- 
dreds of letters on this subject, asking that something may be done 
whereby the citizens may be relieved from this injustice of being 
dragged hundreds of miles from their homes to litigate their rights. 

This bill ought to become a law as speedily as possible. 

Mr. BISBEE. 
brought up this morning for consideration and discussion. I am not 
prepared to make an argument upon it, and I should be very glad to 
yield the floor now to some member of the committee who is opposed 
to the bill. 

I believe it is substantially the same bill that passed the House of the 
Forty-sixth Congress, but did not succeed in getting through the Sen- 
ate. lam opposed to the passage of this bill. I do not think there is 
any demand for such a law. I know that ina large portion of this 
Union a great many of the people are opposed to it. They are opposed 
to the passage of any law that diminishes the jurisdiction of the Federal 
courts. This isa bill to deprive the United States of its jurisdiction and 
conter larger jurisdiction on the States. It is not unlike other bills 
that constantly creep into Congress and are discussed in this House. 
There are from certain quarters always coming objections to the exer- 
cise of power on the part of the Federal Government, I think without 
any foundation. It arises either from undue prejudice against or un- 
due jealousy of the authority exercised under the laws of the United 
States. 

This is a bill to strip the Federal Government of power and confer 
more upon the States of this Union. Now, there has been but one 
substantial reason given in all of this debate for the passage of such a 
hill, and that is, it is claimed that it will diminish the labor of the 
circuit courts of the United States. It is proposed first to amend the 
existing law in this respect: to change the jurisdiction of the circuit 
courts from $500 to $2,000. Under existing law where jurisdiction 
depends upon the amount in controversy it applies only to claims of 
the value of or of property of the value of $500. ‘This bill proposes to 
increase that sum and make it $2,000; and it is also gravely urged 
here that that amendment of the existing law will diminish the num- 
her of cases that will go to the Supreme Court of the United States; 
for it is claimed here that not only will this bill, if it becomes a law, 
diminish the number of cases in the circuit courts, but also in the 
Supreme Court of the United States. 

Now, Mr. Speaker, it is well known to every lawyer that the juris- 
diction of the circuit courts of the United States in all cases involving 
property in value not amounting to over $5,000 is final under the pres- 
ent law. No case under existing law where the amount of property 
involved does not exceed $5,000 can go to the Supreme Court of the 
United States on appeal from the circuit courts, unless it involves a 
constitutional question or a right under a Federal statute. Therefore 
this bill would not tend at all, not in the most remote degree, to di- 
minish the number of cases in the Supreme Court of the United States. 
| say that the reason assigned, that it will diminish the labor of the 
circuit courts, therefore, is the only substantial reason given for the pas- 
sage of the bill; and yet another bill now pending in Congress that has 
already passed the Senate, and known as the bill to establish a court 
of appeals, proposes to remove that evil by authorizing each of the sev- 
eral circuit judges to hold a circuit court. That is to say, that three 
courts, if so many judges are present, will be held at the same time; 


and in this manner, I have no doubt, under the operation of that bill,’ 


if it becomes a law, as I think it ought, there would be no trouble in 
the way of the Federal courts disposing of all of the cases that come 
before them. 

It is said that it is a great hardship on the defendant to sue him in a 
Federal court and take him from his home and require him to make 
his defense possibly outside of his own county or district. It is even 
said here by gentlemen upon this floor that suits are sometimes brought 
in this manner involving only $15. Now, as all know, if the plaintiff 
recovers less than $500 in a circuit court of the United States he is com- 
pelled to pay all the costs of the case, not only the plaintiff's but the 
costs of the defense as well. 

Mr. ATHERTON. Where does the gentleman find that provision of 
the law ‘‘in all cases ?’’ 

Mr. BISBEE. I say inall cases of jurisdiction between citizens of dif- 
ferent States if the plaintiff recovers less than $500 (he may lay his 
claim to more than that for the purpose of getting jurisdiction), but if 
he recovers less than $500 he is compelled to pay the costs of the suit 
both of the plaintiff and the defendant. 

But there is another side to this question. This bill is in the inter- 
est of debtors. It is to enable debtors to evade as long as possible the 
payment of their obligations. 

Mr. ATHERTON. Let me ask the gentleman again if he can turn 
to the provision of the law by which he claims that costs are to be paid 
by the party winning the suit in case the amount involved is less than 
$500? 


Mr. Speaker, I had not read this bill until it was | 





Mr. BISBEE. I can not now doso. But I will say to the gentle- 
man that I have practiced in the Federal courts for nearly eighteen 
years, and I know it has been the constant practice in the application 
of the law in the courts where I have had business to do so. 

Now, Mr. Speaker, how about the hardship on the other side? Ifa 
defendant issued now in a State court, and he is defeated in the county 
court, he can take it to the next higher court in the State, and if de- 
feated there he can take it to the supreme court of the State, or the 
court of last resort. No matter how frivolous his defense may be, on 
one pretense or another he can annoy, perplex, and vex his creditor while 
the case is going from the court of original jurisdiction to the highest 
court in the State; and that is one reason, I suppose, why they want to 
enlarge the jurisdiction of the State courts and deprive non-resident 
creditors of the right to sue unless the claim amounts to $2,000 or over. 

But again, when he has gone to the supreme court of the State the 
judgment of the lower court may be reversed on some technical ground 
or error in pleading, and he has an opportunity to go through the same 
course again. Whereas under existing law, if a non-resident brings a 
suit in a Federal court and the amount does not exceed $5,000 there is 
an end of it. That decision is final, the case is at rest, and neither 
party is subject to the expense or delay of litigating the case further. 

I believe that the great majority of litigants prefer the jurisdiction 
to remain where it is. The Federal court’s judgment is final in every 
case when the amount involved does not exceed $5,000. I repeat that 
I believe that the great majority of litigants in this country prefer that 
the law should remain as it is. 

Now, gentlemen point out individual cases of hardship. But was 
ever any law passed in the world, asa general rule, that did not operate 
injuriously in some particular case? Gentlemen prove nothing by sim- 
ply referring to individual cases in their experience or observation where 
the law has operated harshly or injuriously. Laws are made to operate 
generally for the greatest good of the greatest number; and it is im- 
possible to frame a law that will relieve from hardship in all individual 
cases. And I want to say here I am opposed to this law for a further 
reason: That this whole subject was gone over but a few years ago and 
was examined by able committees of the Senate and the House, the re- 
sult being the passage of the law of 1875. Those laws have been con- 
strued. The people and litigants know what their rights are under 
those statutes. They have become settled; and I am opposed now to 
this eternal and everlasting tinkering of the jurisdiction of the Federal 
courts, especially when you undertake to take away from them any 


jurisdiction they now possess. 


The next amendment proposed to existing law is to prevent jurisdic- 
tion in the Federal courts under colorable assignments of promissory 
notes and bills of exchange. Up to 1875 no assignee or indorsee of ne- 
gotiable paper could maintain a suit in the Federal court unless his in- 
dorser orassignorcould. In 1875the law was changed and this restriction 
removed. The only objection to the law now is that it results in en- 
larging the jurisdiction of the Federal court. Gentlemen say that fraud- 
ulent transfers are made. That may be true in some cases. You can 
pass no law under which fraud can not be committed. But even this 
amendment, Mr. Speaker, would not remedy the supposed evil, if it is 
an evil, which I donot admit. Even if this amendment becomes a law 
all the creditor needs to do is to have his paper made payable to bearer 
or to A. B. or bearer; and then the suit is maintainable in the Federal 
court. Even under the law of 17#9suit could always be brought in the 
name of any one where it was on negotiable paper made payable to 
bearer, or A. B. or bearer; and the creditor can always obtain the evi- 
dence of his claim in such formas suits him. So that amounts to noth- 
ing. 

Mr. MOULTON. May I ask the gentleman a question? 

Mr. BISBEE. Certainly. 

Mr. MOULTON. Does the gentleman assert the proposition that 
where a note is made payable to A. B. or bearer anybody holding it 
could sue on it in his own name? 

Mr. BISBEE. Yes, sir. 

Mr. MOULTON. That is not the common law. 
or not depends on the laws of the different States. 

Mr. BISBEE. I say this: Where a promissory note is payable to 
John Smith or bearer, suit may be brought in the Federal court in the 
name of any person alleging he is the holder of that note. 

The third amendment proposed is to limit the right of removal to the 
defendant in a suit. We are asked to pass that provision in this bill 
for the sole reason that if a plaintiff selects a State court to try his case 
he ought to be bound by that selection. 

Now that is more plausible and fanciful than real. I concede thatif 
the plaintiff voluntarily, uninfluenced by surrounding circumstances, 
brought a suit in the State court, there might be some reason to hold him 
there and deprive him of the right to remove it to the Federal court. 
But frequently he is compelled in the first instance to bring a suit in 
the State court or lose his rights. It may be found that in a few days 
the statute of limitations will run. He is compelled to bring his suit 
in the State court and get service on his debtor as soon as he can. He 
may not have time to apply tothe Federal court. He may be one hun- 
dred or two hundred miles from the Federal court, and before he could 
reach it, sue out process, and obtain service the statute of limitations 


Whether he could 
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would have run and he has lost his claim—I have known of such in- 
stances,as that—and the plaintiff brings his suit in the State court and 
afterward removes it, if he chooses, to the Federal court. 

Then again it may be necessary for the plaintiff or non-resident cred- 
itor in such cases as I have mentioned to sue out a writ of attachment, 
for that in his knowledge he has reason to believe before he could go to 
the circuit court and get his remedy there the defendant would have 
parted with his property and subjected him to further delay and litiga- 
tion. Isay that reason, then, is rather fancifulthan real. I believe that 
this bill does provide that the plaintiff may always remove his case on 
an affidavit of local prejudice. 


The theory of this Government is, and the theory of the provision of | 
the Constitution that confers jurisdiction in suits between citizens of | 
different States is, that the defendant, a citizen of the State where suit | 


is brought, by reason of his acquaintance in the locality where he lives, 
would have undue influence either over the court or the jury, and the 
plaintiff would not be able to obtain a fair trial, and for that reason 
this jurisdiction extends to the non-resident claimant or creditor to sue. 
It is no hardsdip upon the defendant—it is merely technical—to have 
the case removed any more than it would have been if the suit had 
been brought to the Federal court originally. 
the defendant is saved expense by it. 
he must generally be sued in the county where he resides. It might 
not cost a dollar to get service on him, whereas if he were sued origi- 
nally in the Federal court,residing one hundred or one hundred and fifty 
miles from it, the costs of the marshal might run up to $50 or $100, or 
even a greater sum of money. 

The next amendment proposed is this: It is proposed to prohibit ju- 
risdiction in a circuit court in suits between the citizens of a State and 
the corporation of another State doing business in the former State. In 
other words, a corporation organized under the laws of South Carolina 
is doing business in the State of Georgia, and this bill proposes that 
neither the corporation nor the citizen of the State of Georgia can main- 
tain a suit in the Federal court of Georgia. 

I think it is but reasonable to maintain the contrary theory. If the 
State of Georgia allows a corporation of South Carolina to do business 
in that State—whether it allows it or not—the citizen of Georgia ought 
to have the right to sue that corporation wherever he can and whenever 
he pleases. 

This bill contemplates doing something thatin my judgment we have 
not the right todo. The Constitution gives to the Federal courts juris- 
diction in cases between citizens of ditferent States. And under exist- 
ing law, and even under this bill, you can not deprive the corporation 
of South Carolina of the right to remove the case to the Federal court, 
where it is sued in the State of Georgia by a citizen of Georgia. You 
say that the corporation shall not be sued in the first instance in the 
Federal court; you let the citizen of Georgia sue the South Carolina 
corporation in the State court. Yet under the very terms of this bill 
that corporation may remove the case to a Federal court, if I understand 
the bill correctly. 

But I am taking up more time than I had intended. I wanted some 
gentleman on the Judiciary Committee, which reported this bill, who 
was opposed to it to let the House understand his objections to it; but 
no member of that committee seems disposed to speak in opposition toit. 

One other thing is proposed by the bill: the repeal of section 640 of the 
Revised Statutes, the absolute repeal of that section. What is that 
section? It is one which gives the defendant the right to remove his 
cause from a State to a Federal court in all cases where he rests his de- 
fense upon any provision of the Constitution of the United States or of 
any treaty or law of the United States. And we are gravely asked to 
repeal that section of the Revised Statutes. 

Now, why should it be repealed? Is it to enable the defendant to 
postpone the judgment day? You sue him in the State court and he 
goes through all those courts to the highest court of the State, and then 
he can by appeal or writ of error take his case to the Supreme Court 
of the United States. Under the twenty-fifth section of the judiciary 
act you can not deprive him of that right of appeal from the highest 
court of the State to the Supreme Court of the United States. 

Yet you now propose to ask us to repeal the law by which he can re- 
move his case from the State to the Federal court, where he claimsa right 
under the Constitution, treaty, or laws of the United States. That will 
merely result in postponing the litigation in the State court, continuing 
it through all the courts of the State to the highest appellate State tri- 
bunal, and then by writ of error to the Supreme Court of the United 
States. There is no reason for that; you will accomplish nothing by it 
except to multiply the evils of litigation. 

There is one other thing which I notice in this bill. I will read a 
portion of section 1, commencing with line 30: 


And no civil suit shall be brought before either of said courts against any per- 
son by any original process or proceeding in any other district than that whereof 
he is an inhabitant, or in which he shall be found at the time of serving s:.ch 
process or commencing such proceedings, except as hereinafter provided. 

That is a repeal or modification of the existing law. Underthe pres- 
ent law, ina suit to enforce a lien on real estate, you may bring in a 
non-resident defendant by serving a rule of court upon him, or, if he 
can not be found, by advertising in the newspapers. That law was 
passed because it was found in actual practice tobe a necessity. It was 


aaa Indeed, in many Cases, | Committee on Ways and Means 
It he is sued in the State court | 


| amendment reported from the committe 
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deliberately considered and matured, was enacted into a law, 
know of no cause of complaint against it. 


and | 


It was a necessity, and is still a necessity in many Cases of Mortgag 
or other lien on real estate, to enable the Federal court to bring in a 
non-resident defendant by serving the rule upon him or by advertise 
ment in the newspapers, according to the law or rule of the court 

Mr. MOULTON. 

Mr. BISBEF. case of a suit in rem; not at all 
It is any case where service has been made upon one or more detend 
ants, and there are other parties in 
made in the ordinary course of proc 
the statute providing that he 1 
tisement. 

Mr. CULBERSON., 


That is only in the case of a process in rem 
It is not strictly the 
nterest on whom service can not be 
Chat was the necessity for 
night be brought into the case by adver 


I now eall the pret 


ous question on the billand 
I will state that if the House 
shall order the previous question, I will yield the hour remaining for 
debate to any gentleman who may desire. 

Mr. BISBEE. Is it in order 


now to movean am 


TARIFF 
I ask consent 


endment to the bill? 
Mr. KELLEY. at this time to report 
and have 
of the Whole on the state of the Union 

The SPEAKER. That can be done if there is no objection 

There was no objection, and leave was granted according} 

Mr. KELLEY, from the Committee on Ways and Means, reported a 
bill (HL. R. to impose duties upon foreign imports, and tor other 
purposes; which was read a first and second time, referred to the Cor 
mittee of the Whole on the state of the Union, and, 
nying report, ordered to be printed 

A MEMBER. How many « 

Mr. KELLEY. 


a bill from the 
it referred to the Committee 


Po1t9% 
Ole 


ll 
with the LOCOTLp MA 
opies will be printed ? 

will want tosee the bill, I 


ol 


As miuiny persons will ask 


numbet copies of the bill and report be 
printed. 

Mr. ROBINSON, of Massachusetts Allow me to sugyvest to the gen 
tleman from Pennsylvania that unless some resolution or order is adopted 
providing for the equal distribution of these 
the House may not be well served with them, even though double o1 
treble the usual number be printed. I sugyest be 
drawn up to prov ide for that distribution. 

The SPEAKER. That can by 


copies, many members ol 
that a resolution 
done pending 


the printing of the bill 


| and report. 


| 





Mr. KELLEY. Task unanimous consent for the adoption of a short 
resolution which I send up in obedience to the instructions of the ma 
jority of the committee. 

Mr. TOWNSHEND, of Ulinois. 
to objection 


Let the resolution be read subject 


The resolution was read, as follows: 


Resolved, That in view of the prolonved discussion of the 


tariff at the first 
session of this Congress, of the brief period remaining of the present session 
and of the public anxiety touching the probable action of Congress on the sub 
ject, which is deranging the ordinary course of trade, general debate upon the 
pending bill (H. R. 7313) reported from the Committee on Ways and Means bx 
limited to one day, to be equally d led between the friends and opponents of 
thebill, and that the House proceed to its consideration on Tuesday, the 23d diay 
of January,after the morning hour, and from day to day until completed 
The SPEAKER. Is there obj etion ? 
Mr. TUCKER. Mr. Speaker, the report which accompanies this bill 
has not yet been printed, and when printed will be found to be very 
brief and general in its character, not giving any information as to the 


principles of the bill or its special details. The committee have called 
upon the Treasury Department for information which it is very impor 
tant should be had, not only by members of the committee but by mem 
bers of the House, in the comparison of the rates imposed by this bill 
as well as those proposed by the Tariff Commission with the 1 
the existing tariff laws. Until this information be obtained the mi 
nority of the committee, who wish to reserve the right to present thei 
views in opposition to the bill, will be unable to prey 
writing. Iam therefore constrained to object to the preset dera 
tion of the resolution offered by my honorable friend the chairman ot 
the committee. 
Mr. KELLEY. 


ites of 


pare their views in 


iwecon 


Objection being made, I ask that the resolution may 


be printed in the Recorp of to-morrow for the information of mem 
bers. 

The SPEAKER. It will be printed 

Mr. TUCKER. I believe that according to the rules of the House I 


should ask on behalf of the minority of t] 
their views in writing in opposition to the report of the committee 

Mr. KELLEY. he committee have no objection to 
that. 

The SPEAKER Unless object be made leave will be cranted to 
the minority of the committce to submit their views in writing, which, 
whenever ready, will be ordered to be printed. 

There was no objection. 

Mr. KELLEY. I desire now to submit a concurrent resolution for 
the printing of 2,000 copies of the bill and report for the use of the 
Senate and 4,000 for the use of the House. 

Mr. TUCKER. My objection does not apply to that resolution, 

The SPEAKER. The Chair so understands, 


ic committee leave to present 


The majority ol tl 


Ion 
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The Clerk read the resolution, as follows: 

Resolved (the Senate concurring), That 6,000 copies of the bill (H. R. 7313) to im- 
pose duties upon foreign imports, and for other purposes, and the accompanying 
report be printed, of which 2,000 copies shall be for the use of the Senate and 
4,000 copies for the use of the House, 

Mr. MOULTON. There should be in that resolution a clause that 
the copies be equally divided among members. 

The SPEAKER. That will follow as a matter of course. 

Mr. RYAN. ‘That is not implied. 

Mr. MOULTON. I move to amend by inserting the words ‘to be 
equally divided among members.”’ 

Mr. ROBINSON, of Massachusetts. When documents are ordered 
for the use of the House it is always understood that they are to be 
equally divided; there is no question about that. 

The SPEAKER. The practice has been to divide equally all matter 
ordered to be printed by the two Houses; that practice, it is to be pre- 
sumed, would be followed in this case. That, however, as the Chair is 
informed, applies only to bills printed under the rule. 

Mr. MOULTON. I withdraw my amendment. 

There being no objection, the resolution of Mr. KELLEY was con- 
sidered and adopted. 


REMOVAL OF CAUSES FROM STATE COURTS. 

The House resumed the consideration of the bill (H. R. 3123) to 
amend sections 1, 2, 3, and 10 of an act to determine the jurisdiction of 
the circuit courts of the United States and to regulate the removal of 
causes from State courts, and forother purposes, approved March 3, 1875. 

Mr. CULBERSON. I have called the previous question on the bill 
and amendment. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair will say to the gentleman from Florida 
{Mr. Bisper] that the gentleman from Texas, who controls the bill, has 
called the previous question, which will operate to prevent the gentle- 
man from Florida offering an amendment, unless the gentleman from 
Texas should give way for that purpose. The Chair desires to state to 
the gentleman from Texas that if the previous question be ordered it 
will not follow that an hour's time for closing the debate will be al- 
lowed to the gentleman in charge of the bill. 

Mr. CULBERSON. I understand that no further discussion upon 
the bill is desired, and if the previous question be ordered I shall ask 
for a vote. 

Mr. TOWNSHEND, of Illinois. The gentleman will permit me to 
say aword. I had intended to address the House upon this bill, but 
desiring to hasten the dispositionof the measure I will simply ask leave 
to print. 

There being no objection, leave was granted. [See Appendix. ] 

Mr. ROBINSON, of Massachusetts. Does the Chair hold that there 
can be no debate after the previons question isordered ? 

The SPEAKER. The Chair simply indicated to the gentleman from 
‘Texas [ Mr. CULBERSON ] thatif the previous question should be ordered 
he would not be entitled to another hour. Clause 3 of Rule XIV reg- 
ulates this matter. If this debate had run beyond to-day the gentle- 
man from Texas would have been entitled to an hour after the ordering 
of the previous question. 

Mr. ROBINSON, of Massachusetts. I would like to occupy one or 
two minutes. Perhaps the gentleman from Texas will withhold his 
demand for the previous question to allow me that time. 

Mr. CULBERSON, I will. 

Mr. ROBINSON, of Massachusetts. I am notin favor of the passage 
of this bill, but I do not propose to occupy time in stating the grounds 
of my opposition. It seems to me the statutes as they stand at present, 
in view of the experience we have had since the passage of the original 
judiciary act, ought to be satisfactory to the country, and I believe 
they are so in the main. There is no demand for such legislation. I 
do think, however, the amendment which has been suggested striking 
out certain words should be voted down. I believe the House will do 
that. And that is all I propose to say on the bill at the present time. 

Mr. CULBERSON. I demand the previous question. 

The previous question was ordered. 

Mr. BISBEE. I move to recommit the bill to the Judiciary Com- 
mittee, 

The SPEAKER. That motion is not now in order. 
first recurs on the amendment of the committee. 

The Clerk read as follows: 

Page 7, lines 142 and 143, strike out the following words: “Created or organ- 
ized by or under the laws of any State.” 

Mr. CULBERSON. Iam authorized by a sufficient number of the 
members of the Judiciary Committee to state to the House they would 
be willing to see that amendment rejected. 

The amendment was rejected. 

The question recurred on the engrossment and third reading of the 
bill. 

The House divided; and there were—ayes 82, noes 28. 

So the bill was ordered to be engrossed and read a third time. 

The bill being engrossed, it was accordingly read the third time. 

Mr. CULBERSON, I demand the previous question on the passage 
of the bill. 


The question 














The previous question was ordered. 
I move that the bill be recommitted. 
The motion was disagreed to. 
The question recurred on the passage of the bill. 
I demand the yeas and nays. 


Mr. BISBEE. 


Mr. BISBEE. 


The yeas and nays were ordered. 


The question was taken; and it was decided in the affirmative—yeas 
134, nays 67, not voting 90; as follows: 


Aiken, 
Anderson, 
Armfield, 
Atherton, 
Atkins, 
tarbour, 
Beach, 
Belford, 
Belmont, 
Berry, 
Blackburn, 
Blanchard, 
Bland, 
Blount, 
Bragg, 
Briggs, 
Brumm, 
Buchanan, 
Buckner, 
Burrows, Jos. H. 
Butterworth, 
Cabell, 
Camp, 
Cassidy, 
Chapman, 
Clardy, 
Clark, 
Clements, 
Cobb, 
Converse, 
Cook, 
Covington, 
Cox, Samuel 8. 
Cox, William R. 


Aldrich, 
Barr, 
Bayne, 
Bisbee, 
Bowman, 
Brewer, 
Browne, 
Burrows, Julius C, 
Calkins, 
Campbell, 
Carpenter, 
Chace, 
Cullen, 
Deering, 
Dingley, 


YEAS—134. 
Cravens, Humphrey, 
Culberson, Jones, George W. 
Curtin, Jones, James K. 
Cutts. King, 
Davidson, Klotz, 
Davis, Lowndes H, Lacey, 
Dawes, Atham 
Dibrell, Le Fevre, 
Dowd, Lewis, 
Dunn, Lord, 
Ellis, Manning, 
Evins, arsh, 
Farwell, Sewell 8. Matson, 
Flower, eClure, 
Ford, MeMillin, 
Forney, Mills, 
Fulkerson, Money, 
Gibson, Morrison, 
Guenther, Moulton 
Gunter, Muldrow 
Hammond, N. J. Neal, 
Hardenbergh, Nolan, 
Hardy, Norcross, 
Haseltine, Oates, 
Haskell, Page, 
Hatch, Payson, 
Herbert, Phelps, 
Hewitt, G. W. Phister, 
Hill, Reagan, 
Hitt, Rice, John B. 
Hoblitzell, Rice, Theron M. 
Hoge, Rich, 
Holman, Ritchie, 
House, Robinson, Jas. 8. 
NAYS—47. 
Fisher, Moore, 
Godshalk, Morey 
Grout, O'Neill, 
Harmer, Parker, 
Heilman, Peelle, 
Hepburn, Peirce, 
Hiseock, Pound, 
Horr, Prescott, 
Hubbs, Ranney, 
Jacobs, Ray, 
Joyce, eed, 
Ketcham, Rice, Wm. W. 
Lynch, Robeson, 
McCook, Robinson, Geo. D. 


McLean, Jas. H, 


Russell, 


Dwight, Miles, Shallenberger, 
Errett, Miller, Skinner, 
NOT VOTING—9. 

Beltzhoover, Frost, Ladd, 
Bingham, Garrison, Leedom, 
Black, Geddes, Lindsey, 
Bliss, George, Mackey, 
Buck, Hall, Martin, 
Caldwell, Hammond, John Mason, 
Candler, Harris, Benj. W. MceCoid, 
Cannon, Harris, Henry 8. McKenzie, 
Carlisle, Hazelton, McKinley, 
Caswell, Ifenderson, McLane, Robt. M. 
Colerick, Herndon, orse, 
Cornell, Hewitt, Abram S. Mosgrove, 
Crapo, Hooker, furch, 
Crowley, Houk, Mutchler, 
Darrall Hubbell, Pacheco, 
Davis, George R. Hutchins, Paul 
De Motte, Jadwin, Pettibone, 
Deuster, Jones, Phineas Randall, 
Dezendorf, Jorgensen, Reese, 

ug}ro, < n, Richardson, D. P. 
Dunnell, Kelley, Richardson, J.S. 
Ermentrout, Kenna, Robertson 
Farwell, Chas. B. Knott, Robinson, Wm. E. 

So the bill was passed. 


Rosecrans, 

Ryan, 

Scoville, 

Sherwin, 

Shultz, 

Simonton, 
Singleton, Jas. W. 
Singleton, Otho R. 
Smith, Dietrich C. 
Sparks, 

Springer, 
Stockslager, 
Taylor, Ezra B. 
Thompson, P. B 
Townshend, R. W. 
Tucker, 

Turner, Henry G 
Updegraff, 


Upson, 

Vance 

Van Horn, 
Warner, 
Webber, 
Wellborn, 
Wheeler, 

White, 
Whitthorne 
Williams, Chas. G. 
Willis, 

Willits, 

Wise, Morgan R. 
Wood, Walter A 


Smalls, 

Smith, A. Herr 
Spaulding, 
Spooner, 
Steele, 

Stone, 

Taylor, Jos. D. 
Thomas, 
Thompson, Wm. G 
Tyler, 
Valentine, 
Van Aernam, 
Wadsworth, 
Wait, 


Ross, 

Scales, 
Scranton, 
Shackelford, 
Shelley 

Smith, 5. Hyatt 
Speer, 

Strait, 

Talbott, 
Townsend, Amos 
Turner, Oscar 
Urner, 

Van Voorhis, 
Ward, 
Washburn, 
Watson, 
Williams, Thonia-~ 
Wilson 

Wise. George dD. 
Wood, Benjamin 
Young. 


The following pairs were announced from the Clerk’s desk: 


Mr. CORNELL with Mr. BLACK. 


Mr. HUBBELL with Mr. BLACKBURN. 

Mr. DUNNELL with Mr. HARRIS of New Jersey. 
Mr. URNER with Mr. MCLANE of Maryland. 
Mr. MASON with Mr. KENNA. 
Mr. DARRALL with Mr. TALBOTT. 
Mr. Hovuxk with Mr. Ross. 
Mr. Smitru, of New York, with Mr. HuTcHINs. 


Mr. HAMMOND, of New York, with Mr. Hewitt, of New York. 


Mr. STRAIT with Mr. Ropryson of New York. 


Mr. ALDRICH with Mr. SCALES. 
Mr. FARWELL, of Illinois, with Mr. SHACKELFORD. 


Mr. JONES, of New Jersey, with Mr. DuGRo. 
Mr. MARTIN with Mr. CAMP. 


Mr. Youne with Mr. RANDALL, 
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Mr. DEZENDORF with Mr. GARRISON. 

Mr. HAZELTON with Mr. Kwnorv. 

Mr. JADWIN with Mr. WIsE of Virginia. 

Mr. Buck with Mr. ERMENTROUT. 

Mr. HENDERSON with Mr. WILLIAMS of Alabama. 

Mr. CANDLER with Mr. RICHARDSON of South Carolina. 

Mr. SKINNER with Mr. LATHAM. 

Mr. DAvis, of Illinois, with Mr. CALDWELL. 

Mr. WASHBURN with Mr. ROBERTSON. 

Mr. RICHARDSON, of New York, with Mr. DeusTeER. 

Mr. CANNON with Mr. HARRIS of Massachusetts. 

Mr. COOK. My colleague, Mr. REESE, is detained at his room by 
indisposition. 

The vote was then announced as above recorded. 

Mr. CULBERSON moved to reconsider the vote by which the bill was 
passed; and also moved that the motion to reconsider be laid on the table. 

The latter motion was agreed to. 

LEAVE TO PRINT. 

Mr. WHEELER. [ask unanimous consent to offer certain remarks 
with reference to the bill which has just been passed. 

There was no objection. [See Appendix. } 

NAVAL APPROPRIATION BILL. 

Mr. ROBESON, from the Committee on Appropriations, reported a bill 
(H. R. 7314) making appropriations for the naval service for the tiscal 
year ending June 30, 1884, and for other purposes; which was read a 
tirst and second time, referred to the Committee of the Whole House on 
the state of the Union, and, with the accompanying report, ordered to 
be printed. | 

Mr. McMILLIN. All points of order are reserved upon that bill. 

Mr. ROBESON. I desire to give notice that, nothing of greater im- | 
portance intervening, I shall move to take up that bill for consideration | 
on Thursday morning. 


CHANGE OF REFERENCE. 

Mr. RYAN. Iam instructed by the Committee on Appropriations 
to report back the following papers and ask that they be referred to 
the Committee on Indian Affairs. 

The SPEAKER. This being a petition, will be referred through the 
box. 





COMPETITIVE DRILL, NASHVILLE, TENNESSEE. 


Mr. HOUSE. I ask unanimous consent to put the following joint | 
resolution upon its passage. I think there will be no objection to it. 

The SPEAKER. The joint resolution will be read. 

The Clerk read as follows: 

Joint resolution (H. Res. 320) authorizing the Secretary of War to loan to the 
directors of the competitive drill at Nashville, Tennessee, one hundred tents. 
Be it resolved &c., That the Secretary of War be, and he is hereby, authorized to 

loan to the directors of Nashville competitive drill, consisting of James C. War- 

ner (president), W. M. Duncan, G. M. Fogg, H. B. Buckner, J. W. Childress, and 

James M. Martin, one hundred tents, to be used for encampment purposes dur- | 

ing the month of May, 1883: Provided, That security satisfactory to the Secretary | 








of War shal! be given that said tents shall be returned in good condition immedi- 
ately after their use as aforesaid, 


The SPEAKER. 
the joint resolution ? 

There was no objection. 

The joint resolution was read a first and second time, ordered to be 
engrossed for a third reading, read the third time, and passed. 

Mr. HOUSE moved to reconsider the vote by which the joint resolu- 


tion was passed; and also moved that the motion to reconsider be laid 
on the table. 


The latter motion was agreed to. 


Is there objection to the present consideration of 


ENROLLED BILL SIGNED. 


Mr. ALDRICH, from the Committee on Enrolled Bills, reported that 
they had examined and found duly enrolled a bill of the following title; 
when the Speaker signed the same: 

A bill (8. 1340) for the relief of the heirs at law of William R. Down- 
ing, deceased. 

ORDER OF BUSINESS. 

Mr. BOWMAN. I move that the House resulve itself into Commit- 
tee of the Whole House on the state of the Union. 

Mr. PAGE. For what purpose? 

Mr. BOWMAN. For the consideration of the Calendar. 

The motion was agreed to. 





The House accordingly resolved itself into Committee of the Whole 
House on the state of the Union, Mr. RYAN in the chair. 
The CHAIRMAN. The House is now in Committee of the Whole 


House on the state of the Union. The Clerk will report the first bill 
on the Calendar. 


CLAIM OF THE STATE OF MASSACHUSETTS. 

The first business on the Calendar of the Committee of the Whole on 
the state of the Union was the bill (H. R. 686) to reimburse the State 
of Massachusetts for certain expenditures for coast defense. 

The bill was read, as follows: 


Be it enacted, &c., That there shall be allowed and paid to the State of Massa- 
chusetts, out of any moneys in the Treasury not otherwise appropriated, the | 
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sum of $230,100.06, being the sum of money expended by said State for coast de 
fense, which was found to be justly due and owing to said State by the commis 
sioners appointed in that behalf by resolution of Congress approved July 26 
1866, and reported by said commissioners to Congress as being justly due to 
said State 
Mr. THOMPSON, of Kentucky. Let the report be read 
The report is as follows: 
The Committee on Claims, to whom was referred the bill (H. R. 686) to reimburs« 
the State of Massachusetts for certain expenditures for coast defense, have cor 


sidered the same and make the following report 


This is a claim by the State of Massachusetts to be repaid certain moneys ex 
pended by it, at the request and under the direction of the General Govern 
ment, for coast defenses during the late war, and under at least an implied 
agreement, which was express, so fur as it could be made such by the then offi 
cers of the Government, that all such moneys should be repaid to the State. 

The facts in this case are as follows 

During the late war it was the desire and persistent purpose of those who 
were then opposed to the Federal Government to involve it in controversies 
with foreign powers, and to induce armed foreign intervention in our affairs 

This was, during the first vears of the war. not only possible, but probable 
It was, therefore, regarded by the General Government as of great importance 
that the coast defenses should be strengthened and the seaboard be protected 
as efficiently as possible aguinst attack by foreign cruisers, and that we should 
put ourselves in a position of complete defense against a possible foreign foe 

It was the sole duty and province of the Federal Government to provide for 
this defense by building and strengthening fortifications and providing them 
with the requisite armament, and under ordinary circumstances it would have 
promptly done this work At that time, however, every nerve and sinew was 
fully and entirely engaged in meeting a present enemy, and in creating, equip 
ping, and supplying an immense army and navy for immediate use, and Con 
gress had at the time of the writing of the following letter adjourned without 
providing as amply as could be wished for coast defenses, 
then appreciating the immediate necessity therefor 

Under the circumstances President Lincoln directed Mr 
send to Governor Andrew, of Massachusetts, the 


and perhaps without 
Secretary Seward to 
following: letter 


DEPARTMENT OF STATE, Washington, October 14, 1s61 

Sir: The present insurrection had not even revealed itself in arms when dis 
loyal citizens hastened to foreign countries to invoke their intervention for the 
overthrow of the Government and the destruction of the Federal Union These 
agents are known to have made their appeals to some of the more important 
states without success. It is not likely, however, that they will remain content 
with such refusals. Indeed it isunderstood that they are industriously endeay 
oring to accomplish their disloyal purpose by degrees and indirection. Taking 
advantage of the embarrassment of agriculture, manufacture, and commerce in 
foreign countric s resulting from the insurrection they have inaugurated at home 
they seek to involve our common country in controversies with states with 
which every public interest and every interest of mankind require that it shall 
remain in relations of peace, amity, and friendship 

Iam able to state for your satisiaction that the prospect of any such disturl 
ance is now less serious than it has been at any previous period during the course 
of the insurrection. It is, nevertheless 
to take every precaution that is possillc 


necessary now, as it has hitherto been 


to avert the evils of foreign war, to tn 
superinduced upon those of civil commotion which we are endeavoring to cure 
One of the most obvious of such precautions isthat our ports and harbors on the 
seas and lakes should bein a condition of complete defense ; for any nation may 
be said to voluntarily incur danger in tempestuous seasons when it fails to show 
that it has sheltered itself on every side from which the storm might possibly 
come. 

The measures which the Executive can adopt in the emergency are such only 
as Congress has sanctioned and for which it has provided 

The President is putting forth the most diligent efforts to execute these meas 
ures, and we have the great satisfaction of seeing that these efforts, seconded by 
the favor, aid, and support of a loyal, patriotic, and selfsacrificing people, are 
rapidly bringing the military and naval forces of the United States into the high 
est state of efficiency 

But Congress was chiefly absorbed, during its recent extra session, with those 
measures, and did not provide as amply as could be wished for the fortification 
of our sea and lake coasts. In previous wars local States have 
selves, by independent and separate activity 
Government in its arduous responsibilities. 
manifested in a degre eminently honorable by all the loyal States during: the 
present insurrection In view of this Jact, and relying upon the con 
tinuance of the same disposition on the part of the loyal States, the President has d 
rected me to invite your consideration to the subject of the importance of pe 
defenses of the State over which you preside, and to ask you to subrnit the subjer 
consideration of the Legislature when it shall have assembled. Such 
the State would require only a temporary Use of its means, The expenditures ought 
to be made the subject of conference with the Federal Government 
with the concurrence of the Government for general defense, there is every reason t 
believe that Congress would sanction u hat the State should do, and would provide fo 
its reimbursement. Should these suggestions be accepted, the President will direct 
proper agents of the Federal Government to confer with you, and to superimn 
tend, direct, and conduct the prosecution of the system of defense of your State 

I have the honor to be, sir, your obedient servant 

WILLIAM 


applied them 
to support and aid the Federal 
Phe same disposition has been 


erease and 


fecting the 
t tor the 


proceedings by 


Being thus mace 


Hi SEWARD 


His Excellency Joun A, ANDREW, 
Governor of the State of Massachusetts, 
It will be seen by the italicized parts of this letter that the Federal Govern 


ment made as express a contract as it could then by its officers make to repay 
the State any moneys which it should ad 


advance for the specified purposes It 
appealed for help and promised to pay, especially declaring that “such proceed 
ings by the State would require only a temporary use of its means . 9 There is 


every reason to believe that Congress would sanction what the State should do, and 
would provide for its reimbursement.” In accordance with the requests and re« 
ommendations of this letter, Governor Andrew presented the subject to the 
Legislature in his annual address of January and the Legisiature passed u 
resolve (February 14, 1862) appropriating half @ million dollars for the 
purposes; and the governor again elaborately presented the subject in his an 
nual address of January, 1863, andthe Legislature appropriated (March 30, 1863 
$1,000,000 for the general purposes of coust defense 

In pursuance of these acts the governor and other officers of the State thor 
oughly discussed the proper method of advantage ously expending these fund- 
with the President, Secretaries of War and Navy, and the heads of the variou~ 
bureaus connected with this subject, and the agents of the State acted through 
out in the expenditure of the money in conjunction with the executive author) 
ties and the military and naval officers of the United States 

The expenditure of the State was largely for strengthening seacoast fortificea 
tions and for ordnance for their armament, and is specifically stated in the ré 
port of the commission hereinafter referred to, and the net expenditure 


Iso 


above 


| amounted to the sum of $230,100.06, which sum was then equitably and justly 
| due from the Federal Government to the State 


As to the legislative history of this claim, it has never reached final action iu 
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Congress, and has never received adverse action either of committee or either 
branch of Congress. 

In the Thirty-ninth Congress the Legislature of the State memorialized Con- 
gress (Senate Miscellaneous Document 104, 1866) for the payment of this claim, 
and the Senate Committee on Military Affairs and Militia (Congressional Globe, 
3071) reported in favor of the claim, and after giving a full history of it, said: 

* All the expenditures as set forth in the memorial were made in the interest, 
on behalf of, and to the advantage of the whole nation. 


They were available | 


during the war, are now, and will be hereafter, and they were properly and hon- | 


orably made and should be promptly reimbursed.” 

Subsequently, under a joint resolution of the Thirty-ninth Congress, approved 
July 26, 1866, the President, by and with the advice and consent of the Senate, 
appointed Isaac A. Verplanck and Daniel L, Colliercommissioners to * examine 
into the claim and audit the accounts of the State of Massachusetts for moneys 
expended for coast defense during the war, and shall make a full and complete 
report thereon to Congressat its next session.” (Congressional Globe, July 24, 
1866, pagre 4093.) 

lhe commissioners examined the subject fully, both sides being represented 
at the hearings by eminent counsel, and reached a unanimous conclusion and 
made a full and complete report thereon to the Fortieth Congress (December 16, 
1867, House Miscellaneous Document 22), and reported the amount due to Mas- 
sachusetts without interest to be $230,100.06, 

The commissioners made a recapitulation of the case as follows: 


Expenditures were made by the State amounting to ....................s00 
After a thorough examination of each class and item of expenditure 
the commissioners deducted unexpended balances, arsenal site, 
guns and war material sold, amounting to 


$414, 140 2: 


oa 


184, 040 


» 


werrrrritti ti itt etter irr) 


Leaving as the balance of the claim 


errertt itt tte ee tee eee eee 


230, 100 06 

It thus becomes an adjudicated claim, settled after due trial and hearing by a 
tribunal duly constituted and empowered by act of Congress; and it would seem 
that it only remains for Congress to appropriate the money necessary to carry 
out the judgment of its own court or tribunal. 

The House Committee on Claims of the Forty-first Congress (H. R. 108) re- 
ported a resolution in favor of the claim in accordance with the report of the 
commission, and said, as tothese expenditures, that “they were carefully and 
judiciously made, in conformity to the advice of the Executive of the United 
States, to prevent foreign invasion and with the expectation on the part of the 
State authority and the officers of the General Government that they would be 
repaid by Congress.” 

The committee are satisfied (1) that these expenditures were made at the re- 
quest and under the direction of the Federal Government; (2) that they were 
reasonable and such as were necessary inthe judgment of all the national and 
State officials cognizant of the matter; (3) that it was the agreement or under- 
standing between the national and State governments that all such expenditures 
should be repaid to the latter; (4) that the amount found due by the commission 
is justly and properly due, and (5) the claim is now in the nature of an adjudi- 
cated claim established by a duly constituted tribunal. 

The committee therefore recommend the payment of this claim to the State of 
Massachusetts, and for that purpose report back the accompanying bill with the 
recommendation that the same do pass, 

Mr. BOWMAN. Mr. Chairman, perhaps it is only necessary for me 
to state in reference to this bill that it is to provide for the appropria- 
tion of a sum of money ascertained to be due the State of Massachu- 
setts by a judgment of a tribunal established by Congress to audit and 
decide upon this claim. It is the unanimous report of the Committee 
on Claims that is now presented, and the decision of the court which 
made the adjudication of this case was also unanimously rendered. 

This bill is simply for the purpose of making the appropriation under 
that adjudication precisely as we would make an appropriation for the 
payment of a judgment of the Court of Claims, and therefore, unless 
objection is made or questions are asked which will require a fuller ex- 
planation, I shall propose in a very few moments togive only the brief- 
est_abstract of the case. 

Mr. THOMPSON, of Kentucky. Let me ask the gentleman from 
Massachusetts a question with his permission, whether or not this has 
been ever adversely reported to Congress ? 

Mr. BOWMAN. It has not been adversely reported on, and this is 
the third Congress in which the report has been in substance favorable. 
It passed the Senate through one stage at the first Congress to which 
it was presented, and then, from abundant caution, the Senate in sub- 
stance said, ‘‘ Although we think this is a true and correct bill, let us 
nevertheless, from abundant caution, send it to a court of commission- 
ers to be appointed under an act of Congress by the President.’’ 

That court was accordingly appointed. Eminent counsel appeared 
on both sides, the United States being represented by the Attorney-Gen- 
eral, and a full hearing was had. The court reported that this sum, 
as specified in the bill, was due; that report was sent to Congress, and 
the United States, by the Attorney-General and by its authorities, has 
always admitted that that sum was due, as established by the court in 
that long trial. 

Perhaps I need only say this in further explanation, that during the 
war, when there were threats of an intervention by England, President 
Lincoln and Secretary Seward wrote to the State of Massachusetts that 
Congress had adjourned, that no money could be obtained, that there 
was danger of foreign intervention, and our seacoast was unprotected, 
and said tothe State, ‘Ifyou will raise money, and, under the instruc- 
tions of the Government officers and of the War Department, and un- 
der their superintendence, make some necessary repairs of the coast for- 
tifications, we have no doubt that the Government will repay you.’’ Here 
is the exact language of the official letter written by Secretary Sew- 
ard under the instructions of the President: 


Such proceedings by the State would require only a temporary use of its 
means, 


This is the language. 


There is every reason to believe that Congress would sanction what the State 
should do, and would provide for its reimbursement, 





Massachusetts appropriated the money and the officers of the War 
Department took charge of the work, and the work was done under the 
oversight of officers of the United States and of the War Department, 
using Massachusetts money for that purpose. 

The court or board of commissioners then went through the whole 
case, examined all the vouchers and said that this amount of money 
was due to the State of Massachusetts. And the State here only asks 
for the payment of the principal amount of the sum which it expended 
in 1862, $230,000, and does not ask for one single cent of interest dur- 
ing those twenty years. The bill appropriates merely money enough 
to pay the principal sum and throws off all interest and all pay and 
other expenditures for services by officers of the State. 

Mr. BRAGG. We have provided for this House certainrules. Those 
rules provide for the classification of business to be referred to the ap- 
propriate committees for the consideration of each class of business. 
We are bound to presume the Speaker of the House in appointing mem- 
bers to fill positions on these committees makes the appointments with 
a view to the fitness and capacity of the persons appointed for the 
business peculiarly designated and given in charge to the proper com- 
mittee. 

Now, I regret to say there has been from time to time an opportunity 
given, by mere oversight, to steal away bills from the committee that 
ought to have them under consideration and to carry them to other 
committees which, under the rules, have no right to consider them. [ 
do not say here it is because a man can be found on a particular com- 
mittee that will favor a bill that does not properly go to that commit- 
tee. But it frequently occurs that gentlemen having a pet measure in 
charge and being upon a committee take it upon themselves to consider 
that bill instead of sending it to the committee where, under the rules 
of the House, it ought to go. 

This claim is a claim of the State of Massachusetts for money ex- 
pended by her during the war for fortifications and the strengthening 
of defenses against the enemy. Is not that a claim arising out of the 
war? It seems to me most certainly it is. The rules provide: 

Claims arising from any war in which the United States has been engaged— 

Shall go— 
to the Committee on War Claims, 


If Massachusetts gets frightened at the complexion of the Committee 
on War Claims, has this for the time being ceased to be a war claim’? 

Mr. ROBINSON, of Massachusetts. Will the gentleman from Wis- 
consin allow me to make a suggestion ? 

Mr. BRAGG. Certainly. 

Mr. ROBINSON, of Massachusetts. It may perhaps relieve him a 
little from his difficulty for me to suggest that when a claim has been 
audited and passed upon by commissioners appointed by Congress and 
they have found a certain amount to be due, it then ceases to be what 
is technically a war claim and becomes a claim against the Government. 

Mr. BRAGG. I will answer the gentleman by saying that this 
identical bill was, in the Forty-sixth Congress, presented by the same 
member of Congress who presents this bill; and notwithstanding the 
claim that this had been audited, he respected the rules of this House 
and had the bill referred to the Committee on War Claims. If he has 
received any new light since then that light ought to be made to shine. 

This is a claimarising outof thewar. There isno adjudication which 
is in the nature of a final settlement of this claim by any commission 01 
by any person or body. It is a war claim unadjusted. If it were an 
adjudicated claim it would go tothe Appropriations Committee for mone) 
to pay it. It is not an adjudicated claim; and that is but a thin, gauz) 
covering put over the war claim of the patriotic State of Massachusetts. 
They sent it to Congress away back. How long ago? Was it 186: ” 

A MEMBER. Eighteen hundred and sixty-six. 

Mr. BRAGG. They have had this claim pending before Congress eve 
since then. They have during that time had a majority agreeing with 
the opposite side of the House—for a considerable portion of that time 
in excess of two-thirds—and yet when the claim was fresh and before it 
had ripened by age and become richer and sweeter and better a Repu) 
lican two-thirds would not pass this claim for the benefit of patriotic 
Massachusetts. Why? Because, although it is said that this money 
was expended under the direction of somebody or upon the advice of 
somebody, a critical analysis of the papers and of the motives which led 
to the expenditure of this money will prove it to have been an expendi- 
ture of money made upon their own motion to protect their own par- 
ticular local interest. And if this claim be adjusted and allowed what 
shall be said to New York and to all others of the States upon the sea- 
coast that took measures to protect themselves against any dangers that 
might arise growing out of the war; yes, and upon the western lakes 
also? All these States did this thing; they did it of their own voli 
tion—— 

Mr. MORSE. Not so in this case. 

Mr. BRAGG. And for their own protection; and the State of Mas- 
sachusetts had no authority anywhere to expend this money. If they 
had, a Republican President and Republican Cabinet and a two-thirds 
Republican majority in both branches of Congress would have adjudi- 
cated and paid it at once. It was money laid out without any author- 
ity and without any direction save thatdirection that the fear of injury 
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to their own interests gave to those people that expended the money in 
Massachusetts. 

Mr. CANDLER. 
Secretary Seward ? 

Mr. BRAGG. Secretary Seward had no more authority to direct the 
State of Massachusetts to expend the money than I had. 

Mr. MORSE. But did he not give that direction? 

Mr. BRAGG. ILcarenotif he did. Suppose you had written a letter 
to the governor of the State of Wisconsin, asking him to expend money 
for such a purpose, would that have brought any obligation on Congress 
to pay it? We all know how these payments are made, and how the 
money is appropriated to pay them. 

Mr. MORSE. Willthe gentleman allow me to ask him one question? 

Mr. BRAGG. Certainly. 

Mr. MORSE. Do you or do you not consider this a iair claim? 

Mr. BRAGG. I consider it an unfair case. 

Mr. MORSE. How unfair? 

Mr. BRAGG. 


Was it not done in pursuance of authority from 


I consider it an imposition upon this Congress for the | 


patriotic State of Massachusetts to come here and ask us to reimburse | 


her for the money which she expended in her own local defense. If the 
people of Massachusetts got so badly frightened at that time that they 
thought the rebels were going to enter their harbors to invade that State 
and sweep over it, and expended this money in order to defend them- 
selvesagainst such invasion, then all right. ButI donot think they have 


one color or shadow of right to come here to Congress and ask us to re- | which, as stated by the gentleman from Massachusetts. th 


imburse them for money so expended. 
But to return. I said that it was a war claim. It has so been con- 
sidered; it has so been in the handsof the War Claims Committee until 
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of Congress, which met in December, 1861, but until the year 1863 
And the tirst effective legislation which oceurred in the State of Massa 


chusetts under which this money was expended occurred after 1-62, it 
my Memory is correct. Yet this letterof the Secretary of State, to which 
reference has been made, bears date October 14, 1561. 

Now, certainly Massachusetts can not say that she acted upon the a 
thority of that letter, in the absence of Congress, when the mouey was 
not expended by her until after Congress had been in session for ovet 
six months and had then adjourned and another session of Congress had 
begun. 

I do not put the case as strongly even as does the report of the com 
mittee auditing this claim. Let me read a few passages from it. It 
will be found in volume 1, Miscellaneous Documents tor the year 1867 
On the matter of dates it will be found by reterence to that document 
that there isan item under the Schedule A 
$354,346.11 

The item in schedule A for guns, projectil 


tl 


head of amounting to 
es, and powder bought ot 
the United States Naval Ordnance Bureau is claimed on th 
ground: 


tollowing 


The proof shows that the State of Massachusetts, in the monthof Au 


at. 1N¢ 
purchased at Philadelphia of the United States Naval Ordnance Bureau t 


puns. 
Then it goes on reeapitulating the other articles, amounting to ag 
sum. 


ven 
It was in the month of August, 1863, that these purchases were 
made, nearly two years after the letter of the Secretary of St 


ite on 


S claim i 


| predicated 


this Congress, when it found its way to the Committee on Claims, of | 
> ’ . 


which the gentleman who introduced this bill happens to be a member. 

Now, in reference to this bill, and in order that it may go to the com- 
mittee designated by the rules of the House for the examination of this 
kindof claims, I move that the committee now rise and report this bill 
to the House with the recommendation that it be committed to the Com- 
mittee on Claims for consideration, where it properly belongs. 

Mr. RANNEY. It is rather late to raise that question. 

Mr. BRAGG. It can be raised at any time; the only thing is have 
we the votes. 

Mr. HOLMAN. That the members of the Committee of the Whole 
may see the points really involved in this claim, I wish simply to call 
attention to one or two facts. The amount I believe recommended by 
this auditing committee to be paid is some $230,000. 

Stress is laid upon the letter of the then Secretary of State of the 
United States, which was dated October 14, 1861. I must admit that 
if the expenditure of this money, considering the condition of affairs at 
that time, the absence of Congress—for Congress had adjourned the pre- 
ceding August—if the expenditure of this money had been made by 
Massachusetts on her coast defenses between that time and the time of 
the next meeting of Congress, then it would seem that this claim would 
press itself upon us with great force as one entitled to very fiir consid- 
eration, and as perhaps a fairly equitable claim upon the Government, 
resting upon the same basis as other transactions in our history, where 
the anthority on the part of the public officer to justify the expendi- 
ture did not exist, but where from the nature of the transaction an 
equitable claim was based upon the unauthorized act of a Federal ofiicer. 
Or if this money had been expended before Congress had been enabled 
to act upon the matter, subsequent to its meeting in December, 1261, 
orif it had been expended even during the session of that Congress, 
then I would be inclined to hold that the claim would have some equity 
in it. 

All men now know to what extent Congress at that time was pressed 
by very important public business during a very large portion of the 
session commencing in December, 1861. And I am rather inclined to 


| the money expended, incurred this indebtedness; 


believe that if this money had been expended by the State of Massa- | 


chusetts even before the adjournment of that session of Congress, and 
before any opportunity had occurred on the part of Massachusetts to pre- 
sent the subject to the consideration of Congress and receive its direc- 
tion, then perhaps a claim with strong equity would rest against the 
Government based upon the letter of the Secretary of State. 

But let me call the attention of the gentleman from Massachusetts 
{Mr. BowMAN] to one fact. While I have not before me the memorial 
of the State of Massachusetts sent to Congress, I think, in 1865 or 1566, 
und therefore can not speak with positive certainty as to the dates— 
while I have not been able in the short time allowed me to lay my 
hands upon that memorial, yet my recollection is that officers of the 
State of Massachusetts came to this Capitol during the early part of the 
session of Congress beginning in December, 1861, not only to confer with 
members of Congress, but also with the Secretary of War, and perhaps 
other officers of the Government, touching the defense of that border. 

No arrangement was then made, and the Secretary of War protested, 
as will be shown by that memorial, I think, against the State of Mas- 
sachusetts going into the open market for the purchase of arms, inas- 
much as it tended to embarrass the Federal Government in the pur- 
chase of arms to meet the contingency which was then existing. 

I think it further appears that none of this money was expended by 
the State of Massachusetts not only until long after the adjournment 








It is further stated that so muchof the claim as refers to expenditures 
by the town of Gloucester was for labor performed in the months o| 
July, August, September, October, and November, 1363 

Again, a portion of these expenditures were as late as the year 1861 
as shown by this report. In the first place I make the point that this 
claim does not rest upon the letter of the Secretary of State to which 
reference has been made 

Mr. MORSE 
time ? 

Mr. HOLMAN. It does not rest upon it the claim: must 
rest entirely upon the ground that in the absence of Congress, in the 
emergency of the hour, the State of Massachusetts, upon the assurance 
of the Secretary of State that the Federal Government would refund 


Simply beeause the money was not expended at that 


because 


while in fret, if these 
statements are correct, if T have not misread them in the haste of dis 
cussion, the State did not commence operations until the vear 1S63, 
Mr. RANNEY She be ean before that time 
Mr. HOLMAN Let us see the legislation on that point What 
was the very first step in the legislation on the part of Massachusetts 
I have here the memorial to which I have reterred 


the memorial of the 


State of Massachusetts for the reimbursement of this mone I hie 
dates as presented here are more favorable to Massachusetts than mia 
previous statement would show, and I am very glad to be corrected. | 


read from this memorial: 


Massachusetts could not and did not hesitate 


lnstant 
swering such a request as this 


in 1h puitriotieally an 
Referring to the letter of the Secretary of State 
Goverpvor Andrew promptly presented this communication to the Leg 
in his annual address of January, 1562 
Mr. RANNEY 
Mr. HOLMAN. 
Mr. RANNEY 
Mr. HOLMAN. 


gress, 


As soon as they met 

But Congress met in December, 1°61 

But the Legislature did not. 

Congress met in December, 1261 It was for Con 
not the Secretary of State, to provide for the national defense 
Could Massachusetts rest upon a letterof the Secretary of State touch 
ing a matter of public expenditure when Congress was in session ? 


The Legislature passed a resolve 


, approved February 14, 1862, author the 
governor to contract for the manufacture of suitable ordnance, and appropriat 
ing half a million dollars for that purpose 

I now come to the part of these stores that was boueht in Eneland 
Further on in this report it is stated that ‘‘early in the year 1864 the 


American minister in London, Hon. Charles Francis Adams 
to Colonel Ritchie,’’ then the agent of Massachusetts, M1 and 
others with a view to the purchase of arms there. This was in 1864 
A part of this bill has reference to the purchase of arms abroad. Quits 
an important item was as late as 1564. ‘This same report shows—| 
speak of this confidently—that leng before any of these moneys had 
been expended, but after the writing of this letter of the Secretary ot 
State, the oflicers of the State of Massachusetts, including, | think, the 
governor, were right here in this capital trying to make some arrange 
ment with the officers of the Department of War with a view especially 
to the question of their defense; and inasmuch as it embarrassed the 
Federal Government to have a State acting on its own responsibility 
no arrangement was macs 

Having said this much upon the first point, I wish to eall attention 
to another fact. 

Mr. RANNEY. The gentleman has not stated how soon after the 
resolution making the appropriation the work was begun. 

Mr. HOLMAN. I go further in my references to this report. 


introduced 


Iiussel] 


I am 
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very sorry that the absence of this document has prevented me from 
being fully informed heretofore. 

Governor Andrew again, in his annual address of 1863, elaborately presented 
this subject to the Legislature; and the Legislature promptly ee one 
million of dollars for the general purposes of coast defense. This act was ap- 
proved March 30, 1863, The governor at once sent his military secretary, Colonel 
Browne, to Washington 

I am glad to have fallen upon this passage, because it corrects a mis- 
statement I have made— 
furnished with a letter of introduction to the President, inclosing a copy of the 
act of March 30, 1863 

The act under which these expenditures were made, if Iam correct— 
and expressing a desire “that the expenditure of the money thus appropriated 
may be made with the co-operation of the Federal Government, and in the fur- 
therance of its matured plans for coast defense, and asking the President to sug- 


gest a plan; also directing Colonel Browne to see the Secretary of War and ob- 
tain his opinion.” 


This is the passage to which I referred, supposing that the Governor 
of Massachusetts was embraced in the statement— 

In this letter he directs that the subject of fabrication of heavy ordnance be 
especially considered, in view of the present lack of it and the prospect of its sup- 
ply for our harbors under the Government contracts. 

Colonel Browne fully complied with his orders and thoroughly discussed the 
proper method of advantageously expending these funds with the President, 


Secretaries of War and Navy, and the heads of various bureaus connected with 
this subject. 


His report shows the various opinions received. These opinions, when com- 
bined and compared, reduced themselves to three objects asdesirable for the ap- 
propriation of the funds, first, the construction of a floating steam ram; second, 
the maturing of plans for harbor obstruction; third, the procuring of approved 
heavy ordnance for our harbors, from whatever source obtainable. 

As to the first object, the officers of the Navy Department expressed an earnest 
hope that the State would not enter into competition with the General Govern- 
ment by undertaking the construction of such a vessel. 

There was no conflict of opinion as to the second object. 

As to the third object, it was clear that it was not only of paramount impor- 
tance, butan essential part of both the others. But how this third object should 
be effected was not so clear. The Ordnance Bureau at Washington expressed 
its readiness and desire to absorbthe whole product of all the founderies in the 
country capable of casting heavy guns, and Sectased that any effort of the State 
to procure guns from these founderies could only increase the cost, by competi- 
tion, without adding to the number produced. 

Mark you, it is in 1864 this agent comes to Washington city. In this 
emergency, instead of buying arms in the open market of the United 
States in competition with the War Department here, or manufactur- 
ing them in competition with the War Department, or constructing a 
floating vessel in competition with the War Department, Massachusetts 
sends off to Europe to make the purchase. In 1864 and after that time, 
may be in that year, the larger portion of this expenditure occurred. 
Yet my friend from Massachusetts is predicating this claim against the 
Federal Government on the letter of the Secretary of State written Octo- 
ber 14, 1861. 

Mr, Chairman, one word further. That isa very valuable document 
for it isa fair statement of the whole transaction and shows, whatever 
Massachusetts did, she did not rely, or have occasion to rely, on the 
letter of the Secretary of State, because after that, and before any of this 
money had been expended, Congress had met and sat and deliberated 
and made provision for the national defense and adjourned. And before 
any expenditure had occurred it had again adjourned. 

And as to the expenditure of Massachusetts, two Departments of the 
Government, the Navy and the War Department, objected to her in- 
dependent action as it embarrassed the movements of the Government 
for the common detense. 

How did Massachusetts treat this matter herself? 

In December, 1866, the State of Massachusetts received an offer from the Gov- 
ernment of Chili fora portion of the guns and material purchased in Europe as 
aforesaid by Massachusetts for coast defense. The offer was for certain Low- 
moor and Blakely guns and material, particularly described in the correspond- 
ence and documents herewith submitted, and the State accepted said offer and 
received for said wuns and material the sum of $165,876.58. This sum was the 
full value of the property sold. 

Now my second point, Mr. Chairman, is this: Not only in reference 
to this item of $165,276.58, but in reference to the whole of this prop- 
erty, as I think is shown by this report, Massachusetts treated this 
transaction as one of her own. Not as the agent of the Federal Gov- 
ernment, not as a State acting on the suggestion of the Secretary of 
State, but as a transaction of her own, and she entered upon it to the 
embarrassment of the Federal authorities. And she treated the mu- 
nitions of war she had gathered together as her own property, selling 
$165,876.58 of them to the Government of Chili. 

And yet this same State is here insisting thatall through this trans- 
action she was simply acting as the instrument by which the Federal 
Government was making preparation for the defense of that coast, while 
at the same time, as shown by the record, the Federal Government was 
there on the coast of Massachusetts, as everywhere else within her 
power, providing for the common defense. 

Now, sir, when a State of the Union sets upaclaim against the Fed- 
eral Government it is entitled to respectful consideration, but I trust 
this case will be decided on its actual merits, that it will not be assumed 
this expenditure was necessarily or properly made under the letter of 
the Secretary of State, or that it was in co-operation with the Federal 
Government, or by authority of the Federal Government, or upon the 








inducement of Congress in any shape or form, or by any legislation, but 
was absolutely an independent act on the partof Massachusetts. And 
the property resulting from the expenditure has always been treated as 
her own property, and to the extent of hundreds of thousands of do! 

lars has been disposed of without consultation with the Federal Gov- 
ernment. Under these circumstances I would desire this subject should 
be more carefully considered than it has been by the Committee oy 
Claims, for the important facts developed in these two papers I have 
called to the attention of the committee are not developed by the report 
of the committee. I think the Committee on War Claims was the on: 
which ought to have considered this matter. One word further and | 
am done. Congress in 1867 appointed a commission to inquire into this 
claim, an auditing committee, and they have reported the amount ox 

pended by the State, the amount of property sold by the State, and 
the amount of credit which should be applied to the sum expended, show 

ing a balance of $230,000. This auditing committee do not even favo: 
Congress with a minute history of the transaction. Itis simply anaud 

iting committee, to the extent of showing the amount expended, the 
amount of property sold, the amount of credit to be applied to the ex 

penditure, and the balance, that and nothing more. 

Mr. ROBINSON, of Massachusetts. Mr. Speaker, I should like to 
say a few words on this subject. It has been impossible to hear what 
the gentleman from Indiana [Mr. HOLMAN] has said in consequence o/ 
some little confusion in the Hall. But I understood the gentleman 
from Wisconsin [Mr. BRAGG] to take the ground because this bill had 
not been referred to the Committee on War Claims instead of to the 
Committee on Claims that would be a reason for some adverse action 
on it. Of course that will not bearconsideration tor a moment, becaus: 
if the claim is a just and proper one, it is now reported on, is before the 
House for consideration, and the whole matter lies in such a position 
thateach member will determine it for himself and will not ask to have 
another committee pass upon it. 

Nor is it an objection, as 1 understand it, that this claim has not vet 
been paid, because it goes without saying, and it is the experience 0! 
everybody in this House, that there are a great many real and hones! 
claims against the United States which have not been paid, althoug! 
presented many years ago, and which should have been paid long since 
Nor is it any defense against the claim here presented for a gentleman 
to rise and say that it isan old claim; because we know claims are made 
old in many cases by reason of vexatious delays in the settlement o! 
them by the Government, and by our failure to take them up and puss 
upon them one way or the other, as well as the difficulty of getting 
action upon them by both Houses of Congress during any one sessior 

The matter of this claim of the State of Massachusetts has been betor 
Congress constantly ever since the expenditures were made; and in 
order to have it properly investigated the two Houses of Congress sent 
the whole question to two commissioners to take the subject into con 
sideration and pass upon it. They were to hear the testimony on bot!) 
sides; gentlemen were chosen to represent the State of Massachuset's 
and also the United States in that hearing, and the commission, atter « 
thorough examination of all the testimony in the case, reported in favo 
of the allowance of this amount of $230,000 as specified by this bi!! 
That was in 1866; and, as has been said by my colleague, at no tiny 
since that adjudication by this commission has :ny committee of Co 
gress made an adverse report upon the claim. Every time that it hia- 
received consideration it has been reported upon favorably. It hia- 
passed first one branch of Congress and then the other, but like a greai 
many other claims it has never succeeded in passing the two Houses ii) 
any one Congress. 

Now, it is a fact and I assume it to be, on the statement of the gen 
tleman from Wisconsin [Mr. BRAGG] that it was before the War Clain- 
Committee of the last Congress, and I believe he was a member of thi: 
committee. I donot know but that he was the chairman of the comi::| 
tee. But he did notreportagainstit. He had it under his charge. «ni 
my friend with all of his industry and honesty in the consideration 0 
such matters could not and did not report against the claim. It conics 
here now on a unanimous report from the Committee on Claims of 1! 
House. That brings me therefore to the consideration of the objectio- 
offered by my friend from Indiana [Mr. HoLMAN]. Let us look 1: 
them. 

He says, and I agree with him, because the whole House wil! 2 
there, that if Massachusetts expended the money in consequence «! 
the letter of the Secretary of State dated October 24, 1861, then =!) 
ought to be reimbursed, although there may not be what might !) 
called technically a contract between the Government of the United 
States and the Commonwealth of Massachusetts; because, as he ver) 
well says, in the alarmed and disturbed condition of the country it w:- 
necessary for the salvation of the Union that every State should do «!! 
that it could do for the protection and defense of the country and t!\ 
existence of the Government; and that the United States Government! 
should stand ready to reimburse every State government that assiste:! 
and put forth its means or power at that perilous time. 

Now, I state what everybody knows, that in 1861 the credit of Mas~: 
chusetts, as well as that of some other States, was better everywher: 
than the credit of the Union. She could buy supplies because 1!) 
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country and the world knew that that State would pay, no matter what 


became of the Government of the United States. 


It was in that condition of affairs, and it was one that Mr. Seward, | 
as Secretary of State, fully appreciated, that he, under instruction of Mr. | 
Lincoln, the then President, conferred with the authorities of Massa- | 


chusetts and also the State of New York. It was not alone the State 
of Massachusetts that correspondence was had with, but the Govern- 
ment applied as well to the great State of New York, and the same order 
was sent to that State that was sent to Massachusetts. In New York, 
however, but $5,000 was spent. That was the only sum expended, al- 
though the State Legislature of New York appropriated a larger amount. 


letter, than $5,000. 

Massachusetts went on under the request of the letter of Secretary 
Seward, the language of which has been quoted and read at length to 
the committee, and spent the sum of money covered by this bill. Now 
my friend from Indiana says it was not spent in consequence of that 
letter. I do not know why he makes that statement. That was writ- 
ten in October, 1861. The Legislature met on the first Wednesday of 
January, 1862, and the governor then called the matter to the imme- 
diate attention of the Legislature in his annual message on the assem- 
bling ofthat body. The Legislature immediately, and tor that purpose, 
made an appropriation at its first assembling after the receipt of the 
letter. It was made in response to that letter. This was made, as | 
have said, immediately following the assembling of the Legislature in 
the next January after the letter was received. ‘There was an appropri- 
ation at that time by the Legislature in response to that call, and to meet 
that emergency, of half a million dollars. 

Now, does any one believe that Governor John A. Andrew, of Mas- 
sachusetts, whose name is familiar in our country’s history, and who 
was one of the war governors in that critical struggle with rebellion 
does any one believe that Governor Andrew slept from October to Jan- 
uary on this application? He was alive to the exigencies of the situa- 
tion, and he put himself upon that inquiry sothat when the Legislature 
organized in January he was ready to conclude the contracts and put 
torward the work of preparing the defenses as rapidly as possible. The 
report still further says that in the following session of the Legislature 
a million of dollars was appropriated to carry out the same purpose, in 
order that full consideration should be shown to the letter of the Sec- 
retary of State. 

This whole matter was under the direction not only of the Legislature 
of Massachusetts, but of the governor of Massachusetts, Governor An- 
drew. There remains upon this floor as a member of this House one of 
these war governors who labored so honorably for the preservation of this 
Union and the successful termination of the war. He can testify even 
better than one of the sons of Massachusetts what was the power, per- 
severence, and patriotism of Governor John A. Andrew. 

Massachusetts went on then year after year making this expenditure; 


it has been said some of this money was not spent till 1863 or 164. | 


Why, yes, indeed; the war did not terminate till 1865. And is it not 
alive in the memory of all of us that in all those years the whole At- 
lantie seacoast in its northern portion was threatened by the incursion 
of the rebel pirates, that they might take possession of the harbors and 
so invade the country and strike our forces in the rear? Was it not 
important that that work of defense should go on for the succeeding 
years? All that has been submitted to, all this has been passed upon 
by a commission chosen by Congress for this very purpose. They sifted 
out what was spent by the State on her own account, what she ought 
not to be paid for, and they have returned in their report to Congress 
what she did justly and reasonably and, as they say, patriotically ex- 
pended under this emergency. 

Further they say—and Lask the attention of my friend opposite—they 
say the governor of Massachusetts furnished copies of the act of the 
Legislature to the President of the United States, to the Secretary of 
War, to the Secretary of the Navy, and the agents of the State conterred 
with each of those officers and with the Assistant Secretary of the Navy, 
the heads of the several War and Navy bureaus, the chiefs of the En- 
gineer and Ordnance Departments, and many officers of the Army and 
Navy, and correspondence was had with them, as appears in the report. 

The report shows that the Legislature and governor of Massachusetts 
conformed exactly to what was asked in the dispatch; and that the 
whole expenditure was made under conference with the officers of the 
National Government. There was no departure from that whatever. 
And when my friend says that Massachusetts sold material that she 
had not used, I answer—very well; that is not charged up against the 
Government in this bill. Due credit and deduction is given for that. 
Everything has been estimated, and everything has been considered, 
and the amount due in 1866, without interest, up to the present time 
is all that the committee recommended and all that the State asks, and 
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pay what is justly due from the United States to the State of Massa 
| chusetts, which I understand was “‘ patriotic ’’—I do not know whethe1 
my friend from Wisconsin in a sarcastic way implied she was not 
I believe she was patriotice—— 

Mr. BRAGG. Oh, yes; she filled her quota. 

Mr. ROBINSON, of Massachusetts. And I believe it is no disgrace 
when he talks about her as a State that was not poor, Kc. I believe 
that what is due from the United States will be paid to her promptly 

Mr. CURTIN. I have no serious objection to Congress paying the 
claim of Massachusetts for money which I have no doubt was honest) 


but 


} and judiciously expended for her detense and the protection of this 
Still, the governor did not expend a larger amount, as he says in his | 


Government during the time of war. But before the claim is paid on 
the authority of this letter of Mr. Seward, I desire to recall a chapter 
of the history of the war, in connection with the letter and events con 
nected with it. It will be found in the archives at Harrisburgh, if not 
here, in the office of the Secretary of State, that the governor of Penn 
sylvania received a letter of similar date; my recollection is it was 
almost, if not quite, a perfect copy of that letter. I know the governo! 
of New York received such a letter. And surely the governors of New 
Jersey and Delaware also received similar communications from the 
Secretary. After the receipt of the letters, considering the gravity ot 
the subject, we held a conference, and the State of Pennsylvania, the 
State of New Jersey, the State of Delaware, and the citizens of Phila 
delphia expended large sums for the purpose for which these States 
were summoned by their exposed condition and the measure of prudenc: 
justified by the inability of the National Government at that period ot 
the war. 

It never crossed the mind of the executive of Pennsylvania that there 
Was a contract that the money thus expended was to be refunded by this 
Government. Andsurely amanas enlightened and patriotic as Governor 
Andrew, and a man of his thorough culture as lawyer and statesman 





| 


——EEE 





I believe it is what she ought to have. 

_ It has been said here that the claim is an old one. Mr. Chairman, 
it will be a much older one if we go on in the same way of declining to 
pay it or consider it. If it is right and ought to be paid, I believe, 
without regard to the question whether some other State may not have 
spent money which she has not been paid, every one will be ready to 





knew that Mr. Seward as Secretary of State had no right by virtue ot 
his high office and by authority of paramount law to make a contract to 
bind this Government, nor had he the right to authorize the State to 
make defenses of her coasts by any written or implied authority. The 
Legislature of Pennsylvania, not considering there was any contract 
predicated upon the letter addressed to her executive by Mr. Seward 
although large sums of money were expended by that State and neigh 
boring States, never made any claim upon the Government 

The gentleman from Massachusetts can say nothing to which I will 
not assent of the patriotism of that State and of the wonderful energy 
of its executive during that trying period of her history. It was my 
good fortune to know him well and intimately, and to act in concert 
with him. And I flatter myself now by saying that generally if not 
always | agreed with him in all which he did for the defense and good 
of our distressed country. 

But I do not wish the House to make this appropriation for Massa 
chusetts on the authority of that letter of Mr. Seward. If vou do ws 
have a claim to make in Pennsylvania, and Delaware will make a claim 
and New York can, and as is not unusual will, make heavy demands on 
your Treasury, and the gentleman who so worthily represents the Stat 
of New Jersey, sitting in the front row [Mr. ROBESON }, will raise his 
stentorian voice and ask that Jersey be paid too, as neither he nor that 
State is too modest to ask a share when a precedent is established by 
the passage of this bill. (Laughter and applause. ] 

Mr. BOWMAN. Mr. Chairman, I have only a very few words to say 
after the eloquent remarks of gentlemen on both sides who have pre 
ceded me. 

Let us, aside from sentiment, analyze this case. I will not take more 
than five minutes, for | know the House isimpatient at the end of this 
session, the hour being advanced, to get away; but I hope the bill can 
he completed and a vote taken this evening. Now, what have we a 
facts that are admitted by every one? First, the United States by its 
President and its Secretary of State, so far as they had authority, asked 
Massachusetts tospend this money, and said to that State, ‘* Although 
we acknowledge that technically we can not make a contract, you have 
every reason to trust to the honor of the United States and to believe 
that you will be reimbursed.’? That was the meaning and the sub 
stance of what was said. Massachusetts thus took up a duty which did 
not belong to her, to build up and repair the seacoast fortifications 
Next, it is admitted that the State of Massachusetts went forward 
and spent $230,000 for that purpose. Third, it is admitted that every 
cent of that money was spent under the observation, direction, and in 
struction of the United States oflicers of the War Department. The 
report of the board which adjudicated this claim says that the letters 
from the different officers of the Army and Navy, trom the Chief of kn 
gineers and Ordnance Bureau, and trom the several heads of the Wat 
and Navy Bureaus were on file before that commission. 

It is next admitted that every cent of this money was properly ex- 
pended, and that the adjudication of the claim is an honest and fair 
one. The gentlemen who oppose this bill here must take the following 
position, and must say, ‘‘We acknowledge the money was honestly 
spent; we acknowledge it was spent under the direction of the Presi- 
dent and Secretary of War; we acknowledge it was spent on the promise 
by them and on the understanding by Massachusetts that it should be 
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repaid; we acknowledge that it was usefully and wisely spent, and that 
so far as the matter of honor and integrity is concerned and the right 
for Massachusetts to have confidence in and to rely upon the United 

States, this money is due to that State to-day.” 

Now I do not know how much or how little was spent by the gov- 
ernor of Pennsylvania or by the governor of New Jersey; but probably 
very little. My colleague has shown that only $5,000 was spent by 
the State of New York. The question of the indebtedness to them has 
nothing to do with this question now before us. 

Again, we have to strengthen this claim the fact that Congress sent it 
to a board, which examined into it and audited all the details, which 
heard counsel on both sides; and that board, composed of eminent law- 
yers and disinterested men outside the State, decided unanimously, 
giving their reasons and the figures, that this amount was justly due to 
the Commonwealth of Massachusetts. 

Yet we hear gentlemen on the other side casting slurs upon the Com- 
monwealth of Massachusetts, not because she seeks money that was 
not promised to her, not because she seeks money that is not equitably 
due her, not because she seeks money that she did not honestly expend 
for the benefit of the General Government, but because she asks to be 
repaid what she expended under an actual contract, so far as a legal 
contract could be made at that perilous time, after the complications 
with England, when every day we expected news might come from 
England that she had sent or was to send her cruisers to our coasts, 
and when the southern confederacy, by appeals to foreign prejudices, was 
endeavoring to bring us into war with foreign powers. 

I have only one word to say in conclusion. Massachusetts does not 
come here seeking for any pound of flesh. The war governor of Penn- 
sylvania and the war governor of Massachusetts stood side by side in 
those trying days. Every man on this floor knows that Massachusetts 
poured her money out like water and shed the blood of her sons with- 
out stint for the cause of the country. She never held back her hand 
while her assistance was needed. She always was willing to give money 
and men for carrying on the war, 

| will venture t> say that no other State can show a greater list of 
war expenses in proportion to population or wealth than the State of 
Massachusetts. Her patriotism needs no defense. She did not hold 
back. In this case she went on without counting the costand did what 
she thought was tor the interest of the Government, what she was re- 
quested by the United States Government to do for the defense not only 
of her own borders, but for the defense of the whole country. To re- 
fuse payment of this claim would be nothing but rank repudiation of 
honorable contracts by the Government, adjudicated as such by a tri- 
bunal of its ewn choosing. It isas much a repudiation as to refuse pay- 
ment of a judgment of the Court of Claims. 

Mr. ANDERSON. If this were a bill—— 

Mr. BRAGG. I rise to a point of order. 

The CHAIRMAN. The gentleman will state it. 

Mr. BRAGG. My point of order is that the motion I made is not 
debatable, although debate has been allowed to run on by unanimous 
consent, 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair thinks the motion is debatable in 
Committee of the Whole. 

Mr. BRAGG. The motion that the committee rise? 

The CHAIRMAN. No, not that motion. 

Mr. BRAGG. I moved that the committee rise. 

The CHAIRMAN. The gentleman from Kansas [Mr. ANDERSON] 
had the floor. 

Mr. ANDERSON, I will yield the floor for that motion. 

Mr. BRAGG. I made the motion some time since that the commit- 
tee rise and report back to the House this bill with a recommendation 
that it be referred to the Committee on War Claims. 

The CHAIRMAN. The gentleman from Wisconsin [Mr. Brace] 
moves that the committee rise. 

Mr. SPRINGER. ‘That is not the motion. The gentleman moved 
that the committee rise and report this bill back to the House with a 
recommendation that it be referred to the Committee on War Claims. 
That is a very different motion from the one that the committee rise. 

Mr. BRAGG. That was my original motion. 

The CHAIRMAN. Does the gentleman from Kansas [Mr. ANDER- 
SON] yield the floor for that purpose ? 

Mr. ANDERSON. Ido not; I am willing to yield it simply for a 
motion that the committee rise. . 

Mr. BRAGG. Ido not want the gentleman from Kansas to yield. 
That was the motion that I made when I concluded my remarks, and 
the debate has been going on since by unanimous consent in order that 
both sides might be heard. 

The CHAIRMAN, The Chair thinks the motion to which the gen- 
tleman refers is debatable. 

Mr. BRAGG. All right; I have no objection to the debate going 
on. 

Mr. ANDERSON. If this were a bill expressing admiration for the 
State of Massachusetts I certainly should find no difficulty in the world 
in voting for it, but, as I understand it, it is a bill to vote $230,000 to 
the State of Massachusetts. Or if it were a bill expressing the very 





highest admiration of the war governor of Massachusetts I certainly 
would vote for it; but, as I understand it, it is a bill to vote $230,000 
to the State of Massachusetts. 

Mr. MORSE. If it is due to her. 

Mr. ANDERSON. I find myself in considerable doubt about the 
justice of this claim, for the reason that, in the first place, the claim is 
twenty-odd years old. Now, if any State of this Union has to-day ani 
has always had a bright, vigorous, industrious delegation on this floor 
and in the other House it is the State of Massachusetts. It is utter|, 
impossible for me to see how a claim that was so patent and clear as 
these gentlemen claim this one to be has gone unacted upon through al! 
these years. That occasions some doubt in my mind. 

Mr. BOWMAN. It was acted on in 1868, when it was sent to 
court to be examined. 

Mr. ANDERSON. Why did it not pass the House and the Senate’ 

There is this further trouble—in my mind at least : Gentlemen whv 
have attempted to show that this is a righteous claim, so far from ad 
hering to the facts of the case bringin the patriotism of Massachusetts, 
which we all concede, bring in the resplendent glory of her war go. 
ernor, which we all admire—bring in anything and everything almost 
in God’s world except the facts of this case. I am in so great dou!) 
about the question that I really would like further time to conside: 
the case. I therefore move that the committee rise. 

The motion of Mr. ANDERSON was not to. 

Mr. BRAGG. I move that the bill be reported to the House with « 
recommendation that the enacting clause be struck out. 

The CHAIRMAN. The gentleman from Wisconsin [Mr. Bracc 
has already a motion pending. 

Mr. BRAGG. I withdraw my former motion and make the motion 
I have just stated. 

The question being taken on the motion of Mr. BRAGG, there were— 
ayes 85, noes 58. 

Mr. BOWMAN. I make the point that no quorum has voted. 

Tellers were ordered; and Mr. BOWMAN and Mr. BRAGG were ap 
pointed. . 

The committee again divided; and the tellers reported—ayes 95, noes 
53. 

So the motion of Mr. BRAGG was agreed to. 

Mr. WHITE. I move that the committee rise. 

The motion was agreed to. 

The committee accordingly rose; and the Speaker having resumed 
the chair, Mr. RYAN reported that the Committee of the Whole House 
on the state of the Union, having had under consideration the bill (ti 
R. 686) to reimburse the State of Massachusetts for certain expendi 
tures for coast defenses, had directed him to report the same back wit! 
a recommendation that the enacting clause be struck out. 

Mr. PAGE. I move that the House adjourn. 

Mr. BRAGG. I hope the House will not adjourn until we dispose of 
this bill. 

LEAVE OF ABSENCE. 

By unanimous consent, leave of absence was granted as follows: 

To Mr. ERMENTROUT, until Monday next. 

To Mr. PHELPs, for night sessions, on account of serious weakness «| 
his eyes. 

WITHDRAWAL OF PAPERS. 

Mr. HOGE, by unanimous consent, obtained leave to withdraw from 
the files of the House papers relating to the claim of Samuel C. Lud 
ington, of Greenbrier County, West Virginia, for reference to the Com 
missary-General for settlement, there being no adverse report. 

Mr. STOCKSLAGER, by unanimous consent, obtained leave to wit) 
draw from the files of the House the bill (H. R. 3926) to provide 1 
the payment of claims for property taken during the Morgan raid in t!) 
States of Indiana and Ohio. 


BOOKS IN TREASURY DEPARTMENT. 


The SPEAKER, by unanimous consent, laid before the House a 1«' 
ter from the Secretary of the Treasury, transmitting a report showing 
the number of books in the several oflices of the Treasury Department. 
which was referred to the Committee on the Library, and ordered 
be printed. 

REPRESENTATION OF NEBRASKA. 


Mr. HAMMOND, of Georgia, by unanimous consent, presented fro 
the Committee on the Judiciary a report, with accompanying test: 
mony, in the matter of the contingent member from Nebraska; whic!) 
was ordered to be printed, and recommitted. 


ORDER OF BUSINESS. 

The question being taken on the motion of Mr. PAGE, that the Hou~ 
adjourn, there were—ayes 49, noes 59. 

Mr. PAGE. I call for tellers. 

Tellers were ordered; and Mr. PAGE and Mr. BRAGG were appoint! 

The House again divided; and the tellers reported—ayes 66, noes. 

So the motion was agreed to; and accordingly (at 5 0’clock p. m.) tle 
House adjourned. 
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PETITIONS, ETC. SENATE 
The following petitions and papers were laid on the Clerk’s desk, - A 
under the rule, and referred as follows : WEDNESDAY, January 17, 1883. 





- Peety So ae oe Ds aia te ' 

By Mr. ANDERSON: The petition of the Cigar-makers U rene No. The Senate met at 11 o'clock a. m Prayer by the Chaplain, Rey. J 

61, of Atchison, Kansas, protesting against reduction of duty on im- J. BULLOcK. D. D : A 

ported cigars—to the Committee on Ways and Means. . go Nie Ae, ae ar ee Sa a 
Also, the petition of R. T. Kerr and 100 others, of Hollenberg, Kan- } , - yesterday's proceedings was read and apy 

sas, asking that lumber be placed on the free-list—to the same com- PETITIONS AND MEMORIALS 

mittee. 

Also, the petition of citizens of Riley County, Kansas, for the enact- 

ment of a law for the equalization of bounties—to the Sélect Commit- 

tee on the Payment of Pensions, Bounty, and Back Pay. 

By Mr. BRAGG: The petition of Wayne, Rand & Co. and others, of 

Manitowoc, Wisconsin, protesting against increase of duty on tin-plate 

and sheet-iron—to the Committee on Ways and Means. 

By Mr. COBB: The resolutions adopted by the board of trade of the 


Mr. MILLER, of New York, presented resolutions of the board of 
directors of the Maritime Association of the Port of New York, protesting 
against the passage of the bill providing for the establishment of a 
bureau of mercantile marine in the Navy Department; which were 
referred to the Committee on Commerc« 

He also presented a preamble and resolutions adopted by the board 
of directors of the Maritime Association of the Port of New York, pro- 


a > ~" . testing against the passage of the bill to transfer the administration of 
atv af Chie > Nass: >» Senate Ss . > 5S "Blas : : 
city of Chicago, for the passage of the Senate substitute for bill H. R. | th pevenue-cutterserviee tothe Navy Department; which were referrred 


3656—to the same committee. ~ aa wit 
By Mr. CRAPO: The petition of John G. Thompson and others, pro- | “ ‘seers AN reo anr ‘dhe easel of WF. Mecca. 3. 8 
testing against the transfer of the revenue-marine service to the Navy Wolterstorff and other manufacturers citize ns of Saint Paul, Minne 
and against ap a of the mereantile-marine bureau—to the | .o¢4 using tin-pl aie neil ulead dante: sienetbieading sunken ane inne 
Committee on Naval Affairs. spn th 5 nico spent Pagan. wn i a i any cres 
By Mr. DAVIDSON: Bills for the improvement of the northwest of the duty on the raw material; which was ordered to lic on the table 
cnannel of the harbor of Key West, Florida; of Tampa, Bay, Florida; of REPORTS OF COMMITTEES 
Manatee River, Florida, and of Withlacoochee River, Florida—sever- | 
ally to the Committee on Commerce. 
By Mr. G. R. DAVIS: The petition of the Cigar-makers’ Union of 
Chicago, Illinois, representing 1,000 members, protesting against any 
reduction of duty on imported cigars—to the Committee on Ways and sti “acini 
Means. pansies See 


By Mr. FLOWER: The petition of citizens of the city of New York | Mr. EDMUNDS asked and, by unanimous consent, obtained leave to 





Mr. FRYE, from the Committee on Claims, to whom was referred 
the bill (S. 2308) for the relief of Joseph Wescott & Son, reported it 
without amendment, and submitted a report thereon, which was ordered 
to be printed. 


engaged in scientific pursuits, praying for the construction of a national | introduce a bill (S. 2550) to provide for the appointment of a commis 
observatory—to the Committee on Public Buildings and Grounds. sion to investigate the subject of railroad transportation; which was 
By Mr. GARRISON: The petition of James McLaughlin, for relief— | read the first time by its title 
to the Committee on the District of Columbia. | Mr. EDMUNDs. Before the bill is read the second time and referred, 
By Mr. HASKELL: Thepetition of Worley Brothers & Co. and others, | I wish to say that it has been prepared by the Commissioner ot Rail 
of Fort Scott, Kansas, relative to the duty on tin-plate—to. the Com- | roads. I do not take the responsibility of agreeing to all of its provis 
mittee on Ways and Means. ions of detail, nor do I know that they are wrong, but it is right to say 
By Mr. KASSON: The petition of citizens of Des Moines, Iowa, pro- | that it is not my own bill. However, I entirely agree with him, and | 
testing against terminating the fishery clauses of the treaty of the United | hope with a great many Senators, that in some manner the subject of 
States with England—to the Committee on Foreign Affairs. regulating the transportation, the commerce, of this great country, Which 
By Mr. J. H. MCLEAN: Papers relating to the claim of Mrs. Margaret | embraces a continent, in such a way as to deal justly with the peopl 
Bender—to the Committee on Ways and Means. who produce things and consume them, and at the same time to deal 
By Mr. A. H. SMITH: The petition of D. W. Bair and 68 others, | justly with the carriers, prevent unjust combinations either way, but 
citizens of Lancaster County, Pennsylvania, for increase of duty on | to have fair play, and take into view also the relations of water trans 
Sumatra tobacco—to the same committee. portation to railroad transportation, a part of it, is asubject of the very 
By Mr. WILLIS: The petition of Dr. John J. Speed and others, for | greatestimportance. Theretore I very cheerfully introduce the bill which 
continuance of immigrant inspection service—to the Select Committee | this gentleman has prepared, and aiter its second reading I ask that it 
on the Public Health. | be referred tothe Committee on Railroads, which I suppose is the proper 
committee. 

Mr. ALLISON. Unless the bill isvery long I should like to haveit 
read at length 

Mr. EDMUNDS t is not very long 

The bill was read a second time at length, as follows 





x 
a — 


The following petitions for a reduction of the duty on sugar were 
presented and referred to the Committee on Ways and Means: 

By Mr. ANDERSON: Of Charles Pairan and 18 others, of White 
Rock; of A. F. Abernerthy and 87 others, of Scottsville; of J. Sandi- 
lands and 35 others, of Atchison; of Long & Brown and 39 others, of Re itenacted, &c. Thata commission, to consist of seven members, is hereby con 
Manhattan; of L. D. Hess and 31 others, of Medicine Lodge; of H. C. | stituted toinvestigate and report to Congress what legislation, if any, is necessary 
Rash and 13 others, of Salina; of William H. Bower and 6 others, of | "SAPS"thut ie Possident of the United States shall, by and with the alee 
Manhattan, andof C. C. McCarthy and 41 others, of Nortonville, Kansas. | and consent of the Senate, appoint seven commissione rs, three of whom shall be 
By Mr. BRAGG: of Charles Farnum and 27 others, citizens of Fond experts in railroad transportation, and one of whom, the first named, shall be 
du Lae, Wisconsin. president of the commission. The commissioners shall receive as compensation 


_ ta pve ae | for their services each at the rate of $10 per day when engaged in active duty 
By Mr. COBB: Of J. W. Cassill and 51 others, citizens of Vincennes, T 


} and actual traveling and other necessary expenses. The commission shall have 
Indiana, | power to employ a stenographerand a messenger, and the foregoing compensa 
| 


By Mr. CROWLEY: Of William Rudd and 47 others, of Perry, and tion and expenses shall be auditedand paid by the Secretary of the Treasury out 


< ~- bs “2 of any moneysin the Treasury not otherwise appropriated 
of James A. Webster and 80 others, of W arsaw, New York. Sec. 3. That it shall be the duty of said commission to take into consideration 


By Mr. DAWES: Of A. L. Miller and 42 others, and of C. W. Davis | and to thoroughly investigate all the questions relating to the establishment and 


‘ ~¢ * maintenance of reasonable and just interstate transportation tarills for puissenpers 
and 79 others, of Malta, Ohio. ‘ ‘ part eae | and freights by railroads or other modes of transportation affecting railroad trans 

By Mr. DE MOTTE: Of William Lisk and 30 others, citizens of Wol- portation within the United States; and forthe purpose of fully examining the 
cott, Indiana. matters which may come before it, said commission, in the prosecution of its 


“ae ao he + ° ~ i iries, is e rowered to sit such differe wortionsand sectionsof the coun 
: By Mr. HASKELL: Of N. W. Flemming and 36 others, of Paola, | trfasit may decm advisable Pere 
ANSas, Sec. 4. That the commission shall make to Congress final report of the results 
By Mr. LADD: Of 225 citizens of Bangor and Houlton, Maine. of ~ oe ee -—_ _ eens. taken in the pee = reap hee oe oer ae 
dy “V1: e w nliiwhk shailer ~ody their sugwestions, not later min mw iirs onda 
By Mr. REED: Of W. & C. R. Milliken and 249 others, of Portland; bande thy 1883, poser it shall« LUISE the te stimony taken to be printed from time 
of D. C. Palmer and 90 others, of Gardiner; of George M. Bean and 77 | to time and distributed to members of Congress by the Public Printer, and shall 
ca of Augusta; of T. B. Hume & Son and 88 others, of Eastport; of together with t — for the use of Congress 2,000 copies of its final report, 
. A. Barnard & Son and 36 others, of Calais; of George R. Andrews | “°8°°8" WHE Nhe testumons 
und 91 others, of Biddeford; of William T. Libby and 82 others, of Au- Mr. EDMUNDS. I wish to withdraw my suggestion that the bill be 
ware, and of H. B. Bartlett and 275 others, of Lewiston, Maine. referred to the Committee on Railroads, for I had forgotten there is the 
By mont H. SMITH: Of Lewis J. Kirk and 25 others, of A. K. | Committee on Commerce, which deals with commercial affairs between 
ender and 40 others, and of Jesse Klugh and 20 others, citizens of Lan- | the States, and the Committee on Transportation Routes to the Sea 
caster County, Pennsylvania. board, which also might be a perfectly suitable committee for the con 
By Mr. SPARKS: Ofcitizensof New Baden, Clinton County, Illinois. | sideration of the bill. I donot know to which of those committees the 
By Mr. STOCKSLAGER: Of A. J. Hardingand and 34 others, of Os- | bill fairly ought to go. Therefore I donot make any motion about it 
good, Indiana. but I think on reflection it ought to go to either one or the other, the 
By Mr. M. R. WISE: Of A. O. Caven and 73 others, of Derry Station, | Committee on Transportation Routes to the Seaboard or the Commit- 
and of H. J. Gilmore and 38 others, of Masontown, Pennsylvania. tee on Commerce. 
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The PRESIDENT pro tempore. 
Chair suggests. 

Mr. DAVIS, of West Virginia 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. It is to appoint a commission on the 
subject of interstate commerce. The subject is appropriate for the 
Committee on Commerce; and the Chair will refer it to that committee 
unless there is objection. The bill will be referred to the Committee 
on Commerce. 

Mr. McDILLasked and, by unanimous consent, obtained leave to in- 
troduce a bill (S. 2381) to establish depositories and provide for the dis- 
tribution of public documents; which was read twice by its title, and 
referred to the Committee on Printing. 

Mr. COKE asked and, by unanimous consent, obtained leave to in- 
troduce a joint resolution (S. R. 126) providing for the purchase of steam- 
launches for use in the harbors of Galveston, Texas, and Mobile, Ala- 
bama. 

Mr. COKE. Lask for the present consideration of the joint resolution. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. It will be read at length for informa- 
tion. 

The joint resolution was read the first time at length, as follows: 

Resolved by the Senate and House of Representatives, &c., That the Secretary of the 
lreasury is hereby authorized and directed, if in his judgment the exige neies of 
the service require it, to use the $16,000appropriated by act of August 7, 1882, for 
the construction of steam launches for use in the harbors of Galveston, Texas, 
and Mobile, Alabama, in the purchase of such launches already built. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. That is a joint resolution is it not ” 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. It is. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. Then of course it has to be read a second time and 
referred. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. That is the usual way. 
lutionshave to be read a second time and _ referred. 
objection it will have to take that course. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. It is just like a bill. 

Mr. COKE.  Lsuggest that itis a matter of some urgency and should 
be acted on at the earliest moment. There was at the last session of 
Congress in the sundry civil act an appropriation made of $16,000 for 
the construction of steam-launches for use in the harbors of Galveston 
and Mobile. Those launches are not yet constructed, and it will be sev- 
eral months before they can be built. 

I have here a letter from the collector of customs at Galveston stat- 
ing that there is an absolute, pressing, present necessity there for one of 
these launches. I have also a letter from the chief of the revenue 
marine service stating that it will be some time before the launches can 
be built, and suggesting that judicious purchases can be made in New 
York of launches already constructed. 

The object of the joint resolution is simply to confer upon the Secre- 
tary of the Treasury the discretion, if in his judgment the exigencies 
of the service require it, to use this appropriation in the purchase of 
these launches rather than to wait for their construction. 

Mr. EDMUNDs. Lhave no doubt that the object is a good one, 
otherwise my friend from Texas would not press it: but there have been 
so Many misfortunes in respect of purchasing vessels when we had pro- 
vided some other way—some of which I remember—that I for one feel 
a little sensitive on the subject. Inasmuch as it is really a bill, has all 
the qualities of a bill, I think it would be better forthe public interest, 
and it need not occasion any delay of more than a day or two, to have 
it referred to the Committee on Commerce and printed, who can find 
out from the Treasury Department and examine it and report very 
soon. 

Mr. COKE. Task, then, that the joint resolution be referred to the 
Committee on Commerce, and that the accompanying papers be referred 
with it. 

The joint resolution was read the second time by its title, and, with 
the accompanying papers, referred to the Committee on Commerce. 

Mr. McDILL asked and, by unanimous consent, obtained leave to in- 
troduce a joint resolution (S. R. 127) providing for the sale of public 
documents; which was read twice by its title, and referred to the Commit- 
tee on Printing. 


The Committee on Commerce, the 


What is the bill’? 


Joint reso- 
If there is any 


AMENDMENT TO POST-ROUTE BILL. 

Mr. CALL submitted an amendment intended to be proposed by him 
to the post-route bill; which was referred to the Committee on Post- 
Offices and Post-Roads, and ordered to be printed. 

JOHN H. RUSSELL AND HENRY M. RECTOR. 

On motion of Mr. GROVER, it was 


Ordered, That the petition and papers of John H. Russell and Henry M. Ree- 
tor, on the files of the Senate, be taken froin the files and transmitted to the Com- 
mittee on the Pubfe Lands of the House of Re presentatives. 


AGRICULTURAL APPROPRIATION BILL. 
Mr. DAVIS, of West Virginia, submitted the following report: 


The committee of conference on the di sing votes of the two Houses on the 
amendments of the Senate to the bill (H. R. 7052) making appropriations for the 
Agricultural Department of the Government for the fiscal year ending June 30, 
1884, and for other purposes, having met, after full and free conference have 





agreed to recommend, and do recommend, to their respective Houses as follows: 

“eThat the House recede from its disagreement to the amendments of the Senate 
numbered 9, 15, 16, and 22, and agree to the same. 

That the House recede from its disagreement to the amendment of the Senate | 
numbered 24, and agree to the same with an amendment as follows: Strike out | 


the word “thirteen” proposed to be inserted by said amendment and insert in 
lieu thereof the word “fourteen ;'’ and the Senate agree to the same. 
, H. G. DAVIS, 
P. B. PLUMB, 
EUGENE HALE, 
Managers on the part of the Senate. 
©, C. CARPENTER, 
J. W. WADSWORTH, 
W. H. HATCH, 
Managers on the part of the House. 
Mr. DAVIS, of West Virginia. I will state for the information of 
the Senate that the bill is just as the Senate passed it less $1,000, there 
being a change from $14,000 to $13,000. In all other particulars the 
Hofse has concurred with the Senate. 
The report was concurred in. 


MESSAGE FROM THE HOUSE. 


A message from the House of Representatives, by Mr. MCPHERSON, 
its Clerk, announced that the House had passed the following bills; in 
which it requested the concurrence of the Senate: 

A bill (H. R. 3123) to amend sections 1, 2, 3, and 10 of an act to de- 
termine the jurisdiction of the circuit courts of the United States, and 
to regulate the removal of causes from State courts, and for other pur 
poses, approved March 3, 1875; and 

A bill (H. R. 7240) for the relief of William H. Donohoe. 

POST-OFFICE APPROPRIATION BILL. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. If there be no further morning busi- 
hess 

Mr. PLUMB. I move that the Senate proceed to the consideration 
of the bill (H. R. 7049) making appropriations for the service of the 
Post-Office Department for the fiscal year ending June 30, 1884, and 
for other purposes. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The Senator from Kansas moves to 
postpone the Calendar with a view to proceed to the consideration of 
the Post-Office appropriation bill. 

Mr. MORGAN. Does the Senator from Kansas expect to press that 
bill until it is passed ? 

Mr. PLUMB. I will respond to the inquiry of the Senator from Ala- 
bama by saying that the Committee on Appropriations instructed me 
to ask for the consideration of the bill this morning, and that it should 
be continued until disposed of. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. 
postpone the Calendar. 

The motion was to—ayes 27, noes not counted. 

Mr. PLUMB. I move that the Senate proceed to the consideration 
of the Post-Oflice appropriation bill. 

The motion was agreed to; and the Senate, as in Committee of the 
Whole, proceeded to consider the bill (H. R. 7049) making appropria 
tions for the service of the Post-Office Department for the fiscal yea 
ending June 30, 1884, and for other pu 

Mr. PL UMB’ I suggest that the bill be read for the purpose of act 
ing on the amendments as they are reached, and that it be understood 
that the mere formal reading of the bill shall be dispensed with. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. That course will be pursued. The 
amendments of the Committee on Appropriations will be acted upon as 
they are reaclied in the reading of the bill. 

Mr. PLUMB. The Post-Office bill as reported from the Committee 
on Appropriations contains one or two items which ought to be explained 

Mr. DAVIS, of West Virginia. Before my colleague on the com- 
mittee proceeds I desire to say that I was unfortunately absent yester 
day when the bill was considered in committee, and I should like to 
make a suggestion to him. I desire an explanation of one item in the 
bill. I see that that part of it relating to the reduction of compens:: 
tion to the land-grant railroads has been stricken out by the committee, 
and that a new provision is made of $185,000 for necessary and special 
facilities to trunk lines of railroad. I should like to know what that 
$185,000 for trunk lines of railroad is for? Itstrikes me from the word 
ing of it that it is unfair to all lines which are not trunk lines. It 
strikes me further that it is to compensate particular roads, while othe: 
roads all over the country will be excluded. I mention that so that 
my colleague on the committee may explain the matter to the Senate. 

Mr. PLUMB. I will explain in a few words the items about which 
there may bea controversy, or at all events in which this bill as received 
from the House contains something in the nature of a departure from 
previous Post-Office appropriation bills. 

I have in my hand an itemized account of the bill as it is reported, 
compared with the estimates and compared with the appropriations 


for the last year : 
Post- "ls OT bill. 





The question is on the motion to 


Amount of estimates for 1884.. . $46, 741, 1h) 25 





Amount of bill as passed the House..................ccc0cceecseeeseeereeeeeeseeeees 


“44, 229, 520 om 
Amount added by the Senate committee... ...........c.cc..cccccseceeeeecneeee 


210, 00000 
Total as reported to the Senate 


Rivesscun “Snadinetnchasnctiaubelndesunbcenesl 44, 439, 439, 520 | oo 
Amount of appropriations for 1883 ...............cccccceeseeesesseneeceeeeenseonees 44, 843, 900 | oO 
The bill as reported to the Senate less than estimates for 1884 2,301,591 2 
The bill as reported to the Senate less than appropriations for 1883 404, 380 00) 
Amount of estimated revenues for 1884 50, 670, 456 27 











[RR5. 


{mount of estimated revenues at 2-cent letter rate 


- $42, 670, 456 27 
Estimated revenues exceed estimated expenses ISSt , 


3, 929, 345 02 


| siimated revenues at 2-cent letter rate less than estimated ex- 

pense s Iss cn wendine Da AA a Fo SRE 1.070. 64 OS 
> . syenues exceed bill as reported ........................0065 . 6,230,936 27 
Estimated rever I 


Estimated revenues at 2-cent letter rate less tha 1, 769, 063 73 


The increase made to the bill by the Senate committee is for the fol- 
jowing purposes, namely : 
For necessary and special facilities on trunk lines......... 


. $185,000 
For transportation by steamboat routes, increase........................ 











etait 25, 000 

NI... nacsdsanentopesadvecnsessecrneepenen AE ek Saanes ‘ 210, 000 | 
Che changes in amounts made in the appropriations for 1883 by the 

bill as reported to the Senate are as follows : 
INCREASE. 

For compensation I sateivcci tan doteesercnesenmanesvcsnesees S450, 000 
For compensation to clerks in post-offices............... 305,000 
For compensation to letter-carriers.............. 300, 000 
For WFaPping PAPECF..........00...cecrcocscoserssccesssrccsssccssee sensor ses senses 3.000 
Por marking and rating stamps.......... oe 5,000 
For letter-balances, test-weights, and scales.. 5, 000 
For office furniture.. 5,000 
gD Sista d decenvenscened sesnorsnustccusmesiec one cvcsecvensseuecnescsoncosesseescinene 5.000 
For transportation on railroad routes...................cccccccceceeeseeeeeeeeeeeees 545, 000 
For railway post-office car service................cc6..c0e00 19, 000 
For railway post-office clerks.............:::60..cceeeeeees 267, 120 
For mail-messengers.... 5), 000 
For mail-bag catchers and packing-trunks........................ 29, 000 
For manufacture of adhesive postage-stamps................. ; ae - 21,000 
For manufacture of stamped envelopes and newspaper-wrappers 85, 000 
For manufacture of postal cards................. i A : aa 11,000 

For registered-package envelopes, locks and seals, &c........... 30,000) | 

For engraving, printing, and binding drafts and warrants.. ow | 
For transportatton of foreign mails.............. a 50,000 


For balances due foreign countries.. 10,000 


Total increase 2 


REDUCTION, 
Forsupplying fourth-class post-offices with canceling-stamps. 
&e. (omitted) 


235, #0 


koe behanedbeneheneunencaceeoscacenceesenencccooes > 5,000 
For rent, light, and fuel....................c.ccceeeeees ae ee 10,000 
For necessary and special facilities on trunk lines. £15,000 
For transportation by steamboat routes... aes 175, 000 
For transportation by star routes... seca nbeent 2,000, 000 
For mail locks and keys....................... 


5, 000 
FE BIR ass v0nss 5 onisecescnsccricces . 2,040,000 
Net reduction made by bill as reported to the Senate fre 

ations for L883 


one cebeda 404, 380 
I will proceed first to explain those items in which this bill is a de- 


parture and enters upon subjects which may possibly lead to contro- 
versy. 


whatever for special mail service. The members of the Senate will 
recall the fact that last year the appropriation for that led to consid- 
erable controversy, and $600,000 was appropriated for what are known 
us special mail facilities, to be divided among the leading trunk lines 
in different sections of the country, the intention of the committee and 
of Congress being to distribute those facilities as nearly as possible ae- 
cording to the needs of the different sections of the country. The Post- 
master-General entered upon the discharge of the duty that was de- 
volved on him by that appropriation, and after a long and thorough 
and patient examination of the subject, and interviews with the dif- 
ferent railroad companies as to the service necessary in order to expend | 
properly the money, he found that he could not expend it in such a 
way as to meet the intention of the law. He therefore did not ex- 
pend any of it except the sum of about $185,000. That sum was ex- 
pended in the increase of facilities which amounted practically to 
expedition on a line from Boston, by way of New York, Philadelphia, 
Baltimore, and Washington, to Savannah, making at the last named 
point a connection for Jacksonville and New Orleans. Perhaps the 
connection for New Orleans was made at Richmond ; the connection 
lor Jacksonville was made at Savannah. He also expended part of it 
in running a train from New York to Albany to make a connection at 
the latter point with the regular line there that runs to Chicago, in such 
a Way as to make a difference of about six hours between New York and | 
Chicago. That was all of the money that was expended and all of the 
— facilities that were provided for under the last appropriation 
Mik. 

The House, when it came to consider this subject, dropped out the 
entire appropriation. When the bill reached the Senate Committee on 
\ppropriations there came before that committee persons representing 
the merchants of Boston and the various interests which are served by 
the special facilities of which I have spoken as now existing, and after 
‘ull consideration of the question the committee decided in effect to 
recommend an appropriation of sufficient money to continue the service 
as It now exists, neither adding to nor taking from it, deeming it un- 
Wise todiminish any service now existing for which there seemed to be 
« considerable demand, and believing also that the service we have is 
« valuable one, not more valuable perhaps than other service which 
might he had by the expenditure of money, but a service not only val- 
uable, but one which can be had substantially without controversy; 
that 1s to say, not involving controversy between two different lines of 
ailroad as to which line shall render it. 


| 


CONGRESSIONAL RECORD—SENATE. 


1263 


One thing which the Postmaster-General encountered in the attempted 
distribution of the 600,000 to which | have reterred was the contro 
versy between lines going out of Chicago toe Saint Pant and Omaha, 
there being two lines to Saint Paul and three trom Chicago to Omaha 
Neither line of railroad was willing that the other should undertake to 
render the expedited service, because that would devolve upon them a 
necessity, connecting itself with their own ordinary business, of ren 
dering the same service themselves, and that, too, without compensa 


tion. As all could not be accommodated, the Postmaster-General did 


not feel warranted in trying to accommodate any 


; that is te say, refer 


| ring to this as an accommodation to the railroads, which it really is not, 


he did not contract with any as he could not contract with all. 

The committee tound in this bill as it came trom the House the para 
graph which commences on page 3 of the bill which is in terms an 
amendment to the Pacific railroad bill, and the effect of which is to 


| assume to modify the original Pacific Railroad charters so that 


Hereafter the compensation paid or allowed for the carrying and transporta 
tion of the United States mails by such railroad companies, or their assigns ot 
successors, shall be fixed by the Postmaster-General, at a rate not exceeding that 


fixed by him or allowed by law to other railway companies of the same class to 
which the United States have furnished aid by grant of land, right of wav, on 
otherwise. 


The law under which the Pacitic railways were chartered provides 
that they shall have reasonable compensation for such service thes 
shall render to the Government. It seems to have been assumed in the 
debate which resulted in the adoption of this provision that the reason 
able compensation claimed and allowed to these railroad companies 
was something other and different from the reasonable compensation 
claimed, allowed, and paid to other railway companies in the United 
States. An investigation of the subject at the Post-Oflice Department 
disclosed the error in this assumption. The Post-Office Department is 
actually settling with the Pacific railways upon the same basis that it 
does with all other railways for similar service, paying no attention 


| whatever toany claims, if there be any, on the part of the railway com 


| panies 


panies for compensation beyond that received by other railway com 
It was apparent, therefore, to the committee in the first place 
that this is not in effect any saving in the amount to be paid for the 
rendering of this service 
In the next place the committee thought if it were adopted at all it 
ought to be amended, but admonished by the ruling of the present or 
cupant ot the chair at the last session of Congress that substantive 
amendment to it would be construed to be new legislation, and thu 
within the rule of exclusion provided by the rules of the Senate, they 
felt that it would not be proper with their view of the case to have this 


| clause stand as it was, leaving the Senate in that he Ipless condition in 
The bill as it came from the House contained no appropriation | 


regard to it. 

In the third place the committee felt that it was entering upon a large 
and fruitful subject, one which had received the attention of Congress 
in the consideration and passage of what is known as the Thurman bill 
in which an adjustment of the relations of the Government to these rail 
roads had been undertaken in a comprehensive manner, that adjustment 
now being under consideration and under operation by the Unlited States 
and the railway companies, and the result of which has not yet been 
fully determined 
In the next place it would be undertaking that upon an appropriation 
bill. While the committee, I think, have not been charged particularls 
with modesty in regard to general legislation upon appropriation bills 
they thought that would be going at least a little further than any step 
which had ever been taken heretofore in the direction of general legis 


lation. And they themselves were unwilling to engage in this subject 


| at this time and in this way 


There is another thing which also I think had some little weight in 
determining the action of the committee, and that is that the Govern 
ment is largely the creditor of all these railroad companies, so largely 
their creditor in fact that grave doubts have been expressed in intluen 
tial and well informed quarters whether the Government would ¢ 
receive any payment of the indebtedness of these companies to it; and 
it being now one of the chief concernsof the Government to yet in som 
way its pay it was not deemed best to embarrass that payment in any 
way by establishing a modified or reduced scale of payment to these 
railway companies, especially when it would be based upona deduction 
not applied to other railroad companies; that is to say, giving them an 
insufficient compensation judging by the rate paid to other companies 

In the next place, and for a reason which appeals especially to me as 
a representative of a State traversed by the road of one of these com 
panies, if the Government exacts of these railroads the transportation 
of its supplies at a price less than that paid by private shippers, that 
much must be charged over to the people of the States and ‘Territories 
through which these railways run in order that they may receive that 
reasonable compensation which they may be said to be entitled te. 
the Government can take away one-half of course it can take away all 

I am not dealing now with the right of the Government or with its 
policy in a certain event, but with its policy as applied to the present 
condition of things If the Government can take away a part of the 
two or three million dollars which it now pays to these railway com 
panies for postal and Army service it may take it all away, and there 
fore compel the people who are served in their individual capacities by 


Ve 


! 
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these railroads to pay just that much more, or at least some portion of 
that addition to what they now pay, in order that these railroads may 
subsist and pay the fixed and other charges necessary for their mainte- 
nance. 

For these reasons the committee deemed it wise to leave out of the bill 
this paragraph. 

In place of section 3, which was framed with the evident intention of 
securing an investigation of existing methods of transportation by rail- 
road lines and of the compensation for the same, the committee have 
proposed a substitute, prepared on consultation with the post-office au- 
thorities, which they believe will better accomplish the purpose in view 
and which they are assured will result, if not immediately in greater 
economy in the transportation of the mails, certainly at once in a much 
better system and very soon in much greater economy in the transporta- 
thon. 

On page 5, under the general title of *‘ Office of the Third Assistant 
Postmaster-General,’’ the bill contains an item in the nature of legis!a- 
tion, inserted by the House, reducing the charge for carrying letters 
from 3 cents per one-half ounce to 2 cents per one-half ounce, provid- 
ing, however, that the reduction shall take eflect on the Ist day of Janu- 
ary, 1884. This is what is popularly known as 2-cent postage. After 
due consideration the committee determined to change the date and to 
have this reduction of postage take effect on the Ist day of July next, 
the beginning of the fiscal year. 

The estimated revenues of the Post-Otlice Department for the coming 
year upon the basis of existing charges for transportation of mail mat- 
ter are $50,670,456.27. That is upon the basis of an increase of 10 per 
cent. over the revenues of the last year. The revenues of last year 
were a little more than 10 per cent, over the revenues of the year pre- 
ceding, and the Department believe that that is a safe estimate, and in 
tact that the estimate will be somewhat exceeded by the result. Upon 
the basis, however, of a reduction of letter postage from 3 cents to 2, 


there will be a nominal diminution in the receipts from that source of 


about $8,550,000, the total receipts from 3-cent postage being for the 
last year $25,660,000, The expenses of the Department by the bill as 
it is now before the Senate are $44,439,520. The estimated revenues 
for the same period, upon the basis of existing charges, as | said a 
moment ago, are $50,670,456.27, and at the reduced charge for letter 
postawe will be $42,670,456.27, provided the reduction in revenue cor- 
responds with the reduction in rate. That would leave a deticiency 
upon that basis of calculation of $1,769,063.73, a somewhat modest de- 
ficiency, it will be borne in mind, compared with some that we have 
heen accustomed to during the past few years. The committee believe 
that the reduction of postage will not be followed by a corresponding 
reduction in revenue; that a very considerable number of letters now 
transmitted unsealed under existing rates will be transmitted as sealed 
letters, and thus we shall get the added rate of 1 cent, and that to a 
very considerable extent also there will be an increase of business grow 
ing out of this reduction, corresponding to the experience which the 
country has heretofore had at the various reductions of postage as they 
have been severally made. Independent, however, of the question of 
the effect upon the revenue, the committee believe that, as there had 
been a determination expressed outside, followed by a very decided vote 
in the Llouse, to reduce letter postage to 2 cents, leaving only a question 
as to the time when it should be done, it were better to do it at once; 
that is to say, it should commence at the beginning of the fiscal vear. 
In arriving at that determination they were confronted by some state- 
ments from the Post-Office Department as to the effectof the change at 





amount to the percentage of increase of the revenues which is estimated 
for the coming year. 

Only one increase in regard to an item of administration is made, and 
that is for inland transportation by steamboat routes. That appropria- 
tion in the bill as it came from the House was $600,000. The commit- 
tee have added to that sum by $25,000 upon the statement of the De- 
partment that the service as being rendered now would somewhat ex- 
ceed the amount provided for by the House. With that exception the 
committee have not added to any item of the bill and have only inserted 
one new item of expenditure, the one I spoke of in the opening of my 
remarks for special facilities upon trunk lines. 

Now, I will say to the Senator from West Virginia that if he takes 
any exception whatever to the word “ trunk”? or to the discrimination 
in the character of the railroad lines on which special services shall be 
rendered I shall be willing to accept any suggestion which he may 
make that leaves the purpose unimpaired. He understands what it is. 
It issimply to keep up the existing service in that direction. 

Mr. DAVIS, of West Virginia. I will state to the Senate that it wil! 
make no difference what you name it. Two of the great companies of 
this country get the whole of this money, $185,000, the New York Central 
and the Pennsylvania Central. It makes no difference in what way 
you name them, I think the whole expenditure goes to those two com 
panies, and other companies, who are just as deserving and who would 
do more service to the community at large if the amount was mor 
equally and properly divided, get nothing. I prefer giving nothing and 
let the commercial community of all the cities stand on the same toot 
ing, and not give special benetits to one particular city. 

My colleague on the committee will notice that each one of these 
lines starts trom New York and starts over two roads and two road: 
only, and the city of New York and those two roads get the whole ot 
the S185,000, 

Mr. PLUMB. ‘The Senator is mistaken in regard to that. 

Mr. COCKRELL. When that first mail-train leaves New York, how 
tar does it go in advance of the train that leaves at the ordinary time in 
the morning? How far is it until the train that leaves in the morning 
overtakes it ? 

Mr. PLUMB. I do not understand that it overtakes it atall. Ihave 
a letter here which was written to two members of the House and which 


| was before the Committee on Appropriations, a letter written by Mi 


Thompson, superintendent of the railway mail service, which I ask to 
have read, which will answer the inquiry of the Senator from Missouri, 


| as also the objection of the Senator from West Virginia, more fully than 


anything I can state. 
The Acting Secretary read as follows: 
Post-OrricE DEPARTMENT, 
Orrick GENERAL SUPERINTENDENT OF RAILWAY MAIL SERVICE, 
Washington, D. C., January 12, 1883 
Referring to the conversation with the honorable Postmaster-Genera! 
of this morning, at which time you presenteda resolution adopted in Boston 1 
specting fast mail leaving Boston about9 p.m. and reaching New York betwee: 


Sins 


| and 4 o'clock a. m., | have the honor to make the following statement respect 


that period of time upon the administration of the affairs of that office, | 


the necessary changes being made on account of the reduction from 3 
cents to 2 cents; but the committee did not on consideration regard this 
objection as of very great value, and as practically of no value compared 
with what they believed to be the propriety from a legislative standpoint 
of entering upon this change at as early a day as practicable. If it is 
to be done at all, the committee thought it ought to be done as early as 
practieable; and the time that will elapse between now and the begin- 
ning of the fiscal year, 5) months, they believe will give ample oppor- 
tunity for all adjustments made necessary in the Department and for 
the printing of new supplies made necessary by the change. 

In view, also, of the condition of the Treasury, there being money 
enough to meet any deficiency, even if it were as large as the maximum 
of which I have spoken, without inconvenience, the committee thought 
that it might be encountered for the coming year without assuming 
any very great responsibility on account of this diminution. But be- 
lieving as they do that this deficiency, in place of being, as it commonly 
is, one and three-quarter million do}lars, will be less than a million 
dollars, they do not regard the deficiency as in any way very material 
in the consideration of this question. 

The additions which have been made to the appropriation for the 
current expenses of the Department, it will be observed by a careful 
examination of the bill, are such as grow out of the natural and inevita- 
ble increase in the business of the Department. There have been no 
additions for railway mail service, for star-route service, for steamboat 
service, for the salaries of postmasters, for clerk-hire, or for incidental 
expenses of any kind or description whatever, to correspond even in 


ing mail facilities for New England, and from New England to the South and 

Vest 

Prior to December lastthere was atrain that left Boston at 7 p.m. on the New 
York and New England Railroad, The mail reached the New York oflice at | 
a.m. The train for Philadelphia and points south was taken on the steame: 
Maryland at Harlem River, thence to Jersey City, where it made the connection 
with the 4.35a. m. train for Charleston, South Carolina,and points west and 
south of the last-named place. Atthat time the steamer Maryland became <di- 
abled, and it was withdrawn from service. Consequently, the New York an 
New England train leaving Boston at 7. p. m. was discontinued, which deprives 
Boston and all New England of a connection with the fast train leaving New 
York at 4.5 a. m. for Philadelphia, Baltimore, Washington, Richmond, an: 
Wilmington, arriving at Charleston next morning after leaving New York at 
a. m., Savannah 10,30a. m., and Jacksonville, Florida, at 4.50 p. m. 

To remedy this delay as far as possible the honorable Postmaster-General oi 


| the Ist of December last placed clerks on the trains leaving Boston, also New 


York at about 10.30 p. m., and distributing the city mail in transit, which ha- 
been done since that time, and it has worked very successfully, the mail having 
been delivered in each city by the first carriers’ delivery, with a few rare exce) 
tions. 

The expenditures out of the special-facilities appropriation for the present fi- 


| cal year are about as follows: 


New York to Springfield 
eT eg eee weereeeesesessscssenessees sone 
Philadelphia to Charleston, South Carolina 


$17,647 06 
25,000 00 
142, 274 26 








You will see that this entire expenditure, with the exception of the $25,000, wa- 
largely for New England, and prior to the discontinuance of the New England 
train, above referred to, this secured a continuous train from Vanceborough 
Maine, on the line between the United States and New Brunswick, to Jackson 
ville, Florida. 

To besure the special facilities between Philadelphia and Charleston perfected 
the system of trains and made a continuous service. 

The House has passed the appropriation bill for the next fiscal year withou! 
any appropriation for special facilities. Consequently this whole system wil! 
be discontinued after the 30th day of June next. Now, I would suggest that if 
Congress should make an appropriation of $185,000 for special facilities it would 
continue the present service during the next fiscal year. 

Ifthe appropriation is made, so that the railroad companies can feel reasonab!) 
certain of the connection from New York and Philadelphia to the South, I have 
no doubt that the honorable Postmaster-General can secure the service on thir 
steamer Maryland, and the New England train will be re-established without 
paying any money out of the special-facilities appropriation for that portion of 


the service; and, in addition to this, this train and its connections to the South 
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-ithin the next sixty days will be more important than they ever were before, 
pty: fact that an additional link of road is being completed west of Bain- 
bridge, Georgia, so that it will have a continuous and direct connection to New 
Orleans, Louisiana, where it will make direct connection for all of the Texas 
roads through to Laredo, on the Rio Grande, between Texas and the Republic 

Mexico. y 
“a arrangment, if continued, would give a train leaving Boston at 7 p.m 
(after the arrival of all the evening lines at Boston), arriving at New York at 4 
a. m.; Philadelphia at 7 a. m.; Washington, 11 a. m.; Richmond, 3 p. m.; 
Charleston, the second morning, at 6a. m.; Savannah, 10.30 a. m.; Jacksonville, 
4.30 p.m. ; and New Orleans, the third morning, at 9 a. m.; and in addition to 
that continue the city distributers on the trains that leave Boston, also New 
York, at 10p.m.; 80 that this mail will be delivered by the first carriers’ delivery 
except when trains are late. Iam clearly of the opinion that it would make a 
very perfect service and one that would satisfy your people. : 

I think it very important for the interests of New England and the coast-line 
cities that this appropriation should be made and the service continued; other- 
wise Boston’s connection with the South after the Ist of July will be about as 
follows: 

"Leave Boston, 10.30 p. m.; leave New York the next day at 8.15 a. m.; arrive 
at Washington at 5 p. m.; remain at Washington until the next day at 7 a. m.; 
thence going South on a slow train that stops at all way stations. This you 
will see will be a very slow and unsatisfactory schedule. 

If 1 have not made this clear, and there are any other points upon which you 
desire information, I will only be too glad to give you all the information that it 
is possible for me - = 

Very respectfully, 
W. B. THOMPSON, 
General Superintendent. 
Heons. A. A. RANNEY and LEOPOLD Morsr, 
House of Representatives. 

Mr. RLUMBb. It will be proper for me to say at this point that the 
committee considered a question which was discussed when a similar 
bill was under consideration a year ago, in regard to the cost and proper 
charge for carrying fourth-class matter. They addressed a communica- 
tion to the Postmaster-General upon the subject with a view, if it should 
be found practicable, of increasing the charge upon certain portions of 
the fourth-class matter carried in order to make up some of the appar- 
ent deficiency which would be created by reason of the reduction of let- 
ter postage. Inreply to the inquiry the letter which I send to the desk 
to be read was received. 

In addition to the conclusion at which the Postmaster-General has 
arrived, which was a surprise not only to him but to the committee as 
well, it was thought advisable not to interfere at all with this class of 


postal matter, either in regard to the charge for carrying or in regard | 
to the facility of carriage which should be extended to it, until the re- | 


port of the commission provided for in this bill should be had, by which 
time we expect to have such information as will enable Congress to act, 
if at all, with precision. Therefore that question which has been made 
the subject of considerable discussion was left to stand exactly as it is 
by existing law. 

I now ask the Secretary to read this letter. 1 think, however, that 
I will simply ask that it be printed in the RecorD and not detain the 
Senate to hear it rez 
Mr. COCKRELL. I should like to hear it read. 
Mr. PLUMB. Very well; let the Secretary read it. 
The Acting Secretary read as follows: 


Post-Orrice DEPARTMENT, 
Washington, D. C., January 15, 1883. 

Sir: I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of a letter addressed to me 
under date of December 26, 1882, by the clerk of the Committee on Appropria- 
tions, asking on behalf of your sub-committee the views of this Department upon 
the subject of ‘reducing the deficiency which will follow a reduction of letter 

* * by rearranging third and fourth class mail matter in sucha 
manner as to save the United States from the loss consequent on carrying for 
long distances, and at the same time prevent the express companies from takin® 
from us in transporting for short distances those things that pass as fourth-class 
mail matter.” 

Your committee evidently contemplate the idea of regulating the charges on 
small parcels of merchandise according to the distance to which they are to be 
conveyed. That would seem to be the only possible way in which to avoid 
losses for carrying long distances, and at the same time to furnish inducements 
to the public fo 
for short distances. 


the postal service is that of transportation. The scheme is equitable in princi- 
ple, and I have been inclined to favor it; but upon close examination I fear its 
execution would be attended with Uificulties that would prove almost insur- 
mountable, These difficulties grow mainly out of the great magnitude of the pos- 
tal service, The service is spread over a vast area of territory; it embraces 
about 47,000 post-offices, and at the close of the last fiseal year it employed 12,295 
different lines of transportation, aggregating 343,618 miles in length, and on 
which 194,901,703 miles of service were performed during the year. In view of 
the wide extent of our territory there would have to be many variations in the 
rates; and it would be necessary not only that each postmaster should be in- 
formed as to the specific charges for given distances, but that he should be fur- 
nished with some means of determining the distance to any other post-office. It 
would certainly be impracticable to furnish each postmaster with a list of dis- 
tances to all the other post-offices, and a list of distances between the principal 
post-offices would hardly serve the purpose. 

The plan of charging according to distance is not new, it having been adopted 
when our service was founded; but so many difficulties were encountered in 
carrying it into practical effect, and it was productive of so much dissatisfaction 
on the part of the public, that by successive acts of Congress, al! gradually tend- 
ing toward that end, it was finally abandoned in 1863, and uniform rates were 
established for all distances. 

The difficulties previously encountered in carrying this plan into operation 
would be largely increased by the new matter since admitted into the mails, and by 
the greater proportions to which the service hasattained. The difficulties would 
be still further increased by the changed conditions with respect to the manner 
of paying postage. Formerly prepayment was optional; and if by design or 
accident the postage was not prepaid, either in whole or in part, the matter was 
forwarded and the postage collected at the office of destination. The postmaster 
“oe mailing office had no other duty than simply to forward the matter. Ifmis- 
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r patronizing the mail service rather than the express companies | 
Such a scheme would tend to accomplish the object sought | 
by your committee, since by far the largest element in the cost of conducting 


€8 were made through the ignorance of the sender or of the mailing post- | 
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master, they could be rectified at the other end of the line at the expense of the 
addressee. Only on the refusal of the addressee, or the failure to tind him, did 
the matter come to the dead-letter oflice. 

From motives of sound policy prepayment in full is required for third and 
fourth class matter. It would scarcely be wise to abandon that principle under 
any circumstances whatever. Under a system of optional prepayment many 
articles embraced within the designation of third and fourth class matter would 
from their very nature be refused by the addressee if he were called upon to pay 
the postage on them, and the Department would not only suffer the loss of trans 
porting them, but would be put to the expense of finally disposing of them. If 
& package deposited in a post-office for mailing should furnish a clue to the name 
of the sender it would be the duty of the postmaster to call on him for any defi 
ciency of postage; if without such clew the only recourse would be to send the 
package to the dead-letter office, with the chances largely against its ultimate 
restoration. These instances would not be of infrequent occurrence, as it is not 
reasonable to expect that the public would be sufliciently well informed to act 
intelligently upon ascheme of charges graded by distances. Indeed, inthe light 
of experience, it may well be doubted whether as a rule postmasters could be 
depended upon to exercise the intelligence and care necessary to a proper exe 
cution of such ascheme. In any event this phin would very hirwely inerease the 
labor of postmasters, and greatly swell the volume of m , 
letter office. 

In a letter addressed by me to the Speaker of the House of Representatives 
under date of May 18, 1882, I expressed the opinion that the cost of handling and 
transporting fourth-class matter exceeded the revenue derived from that matter 
That was the opinion which at that time, aud for a period long previous tothat 
time, had obtained in the Department. I fear Laccepted it without due consid 
eration. L accepted it because it was the opinion of thos: st faroiliar with 
the service, and because it seemed most plausible. It seemed to me inevitable 
that while the Government had one fixed rite for all distanees, and at the same 
time the express companies were at liberty to transport the same matter, and 
were actually doing so, at a tariff of rates adjusted according to distance, the 
would carry the matter over all distances where our fixed rate would vield « 
profit, and leave the mails to be carried over such distances as our rate would 
entail a loss. Lam not sure either that the opinion was correct, or that the rea 
soning was sound. The fact remains that there are more post-oflices than ex 
press agencies; consequently, that the mail reachesa great many localities which 
the express companies do not visit From this, or from some other cause, it 
seems pretty evident that the bulk of the fourth-class matter carried in the mails 
is not carried over the longest distances but over shorter distances ty omy di 
rection an actual count was made in the New York post-office of fourth -class 
parcels dispatched from that oflice for the twenty-four hours beginning at mid 
night of November 10, last. The whole number of such parcels’was 24.445. Of 
these 18,145, or 72.2 per cent., were sent less than 1,000 miles ; 4,886, or 20 per cent 
were sent more than 1,000 and less than 2,000 miles; SOS, or 3.6 per cent., were 
sent more than 2,000 miles and less than 3.000 miles. Only 517 parcels, or 2.1 per 
cent., were sent over 3,000 miles. IT have no reason to beliewe that the day on 
which that count was taken was other (hana representative day of the business 
transactions at that office 

Besides, these results are in harmony with the faets reported from the same 
otlice to the Second Assistant Postmauaster-CGeneral under date of the Usth of Octo 
ber, last. That report gives the weight of fourth-class matter dispatched from 
the New York office for one week ending on that day Phe total weight was 
11,606 pounds, Of that 4,664 pounds were addressed to Buffalo and points east; 
3.776 pounds were sent to pomts west of Builido and east of Chicago; S64 pounds 
were sent to points west of Chicago and east of Omaha, and 2.508 pounds to points 
west of Omaha and east of San Francisco. In other words, 40 per cent. of the 
total weight did not go beyond Bullulo, a distance of 412 miles from New York 
while 72.48 per cent. did not go beyond Chicago, a distance of 9S4 miles from 
New York. Eighty per cent. of the same class of matter stopped at Omaha, or 
points east of Omaha, which is distant 1484 miles 

The intfiuence of distance upon the amount of fourth-class matter sent by mail 
is illustrated by the fact that 20 per cent. of the whol 
New York that week went to points west of Onoahia 
population is located east of that point 

The superintendent of railway adjustments estimates that the cost of trans 
| porting the mailson railways, calculated upon the basis of 5,000 pounds per day, 

is 11.92 cents per pound 

The mail is transported in part over 1 
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While 9 per cent. of the 


methods was 80,906,385. While the exist 
riage of fourth-class matt overnment nothing, 
is carried on such routes at a stipulated price without re 
ways alone is the compensation for carrying the 
weight. It is not practicable to asce 
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| residue over what are known as star routes During the last tisenal year the 
| aggregate number of miles over which the mail was carried by the two last 
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to the total weight carried According toa caleulation made in the office of the 
general superintendent of the railway mail service on a road which carries an 

| average of 200 pounds per day, the present postage charge of 16 cents per pound 

will carry one pound 273! miles; on a road which carries 500 pounds one pound 

| would go 388? miles; on a road which carries 1,000 pounds per day one pound 

} would go673 miles; ona road which carries 1,500 pounds per day one pound would 
go $20 miles; on a road which carries 3,500 pounds per day one pound would gee 
1,366 miles; and on a road which carries 7,006 pounds per day one pound would go 
5.4688 miles. Itis obvious that if the Government has but one rate for carrying 
merchandise, while express companies have rates graduated according to dis 
tance, if the Government rate should be raised the effect of that increase would 
be to exclude this class of matter from a largerextent of territory which isserved 


by express companies, and at the same time impose the additional burde 


Th Ulp pote 
the communities which are not visited by the expre 
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panies 


After the fullest consideration which I have beemable to give to the subject 
with such meager data as I can now obtain, TF arn not prepared to advise au in 
creased rate on fourth-class matter, Jfsome feasible way could be found for grad 
uating rates according to distance, or if it were thought expedient by Congress 
to monopolize the carriage of fourth-class matter, as the carriage of first-class 





matter is monopolized, Iam inclined to the opinion that the great balk of mer 
chandis¢ which we now carry might be carried ata less rate than is now charged, 
and with more profit to the service 


I have the honor to be, & 
ro TLOW EF, Postmaster-General 
lion. P. B. PLUMe, 
Chairman Sub-Committ ippre ufior 
United St Senalé 
Mr. PLUMB. L ask now that the bill be read, tor amendment. 


The Principal Legislative Clerk proceeded to read the bill. The tirst 
amendment reported by the Committee on Appropriations was to strike 
out the following proviso from lines 6:22 to 77: 


Provided, That for the better accomplishment of the objects of the acts authoriz 
ing the construction of the railroads hereinafter referred to, and the better to se 
| cure tothe Government the use and benetit of the sayne, the acts authorizing the 
building and construction of those railroads which have received, in addition te 
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land grants, Government aid by the loan or guarantee of bonds by the United 
States, andall other acts, parts of acts, and provisions having relation thereto, are 
hereby so altered, amended, and modified that hereafter the compensation paid 
or allowed for the carrying and transportation of the United States mails by such 
railroad companies, or their assigns or successors, shall be fixed by the Postmas- 
ter-General, at a rate not exceeding that fixed by him or allowed by law to other 
railway companies of the same class to which the United States have furnished 
aid by grant of land, right of way, or otherwise 


Mr. DAVIS, of West Virginia. Iask the Senator who has charge 
of the bill, and who understands this provision much better than I do, 
to explain it. I was unfortunate enough to be absent from the Com- 
mittee on Appropriations when the bill was considered there. If I do 
anderstand this clause, it is a reduction of the amount paid to rail- 
rouls that have received subsidies from the Government by way of 
loans of bonds. Am [right in that? 

Mr. PLUMB. It assumes to reduce the compensation, but it is not 
an actual reduction. 

Mr. DAVIS, of West Virginia. I should beglad to hear why it is not. 

Mr. PLUMB. I stated that the compensation now allowed to the 
Pacific railroads was precisely that allowed to other railroads in the 
United States. In other words the Post-Oflice Department treats them 
precisely as it treats other railroads. With respect to that which they 
have claimed under the provision of their charter, that they shall have 
reasonable compensation, the Department pays them just what it pays 
other railroads—a reasonable compensation—and consequently the allow- 
ance made to the Pacific railroad companies is precisely the same paid 
to the Baltimore and Ohio, the Pennsylvania Central, and all other 
railroads in the United States. 

Mr. DAVIS, of West Virginia. Then why strike out the proviso? 
If this confirms by law what the Postmaster-General is now doing, 
and there are some doubts about his authority, why strike it out? 

Mr. PLUMB. In thefirst place, I think the question would be much 
fairer to ask why put it in. Why assume to exercise a power and au- 
thority which, if proper to be exercised legally, really accomplishes 
nothing? 

Mr. DAVIS, of West Virginia. My colleague on the committee will 
understand that I only wanted information. He asks why do an idle 
thing? I agree with him that we should not doan idle thing. So far 
as that is concerned he and I do not disagree; but I understand that this 
clause proposes to confirm by law what is now done by the present Post- 
master-General. So I understand from the Senator, though I did not 
think so previously. If that be so, why not let this clause stand so that 
any future Postmaster-General may have law for his action instead of 
going upon an assumption of what is right in regard to this matter? 

Mr. PLUMB. So far as that is concerned, of course whatever I may 
say about this matter is argumentative, except the statement of fact as 
to what the Postmaster-General is now doing. If the Senator will ex- 
amine it carefully he will ascertain that this is entering into a very im- 
portant subject. It is an assumed modification of the charters of these 
railroad companies. I do not say they ought not to be modified; I do 
not say they ought not to be repealed. Tam not going to say that they 
ought not to carry all the mails of the United States for nothing. Iam 
only saying that it is a question of such magnitude and of such impor- 
tance as involving our relations heretofore fixed by what the Supreme 
Court has said to bea contract, that I think we ought not to enter upon 
it on an appropriation bill. 

Mr. DAVIS, of West Virginia. I do not wish to detain the Senate, 
bat this subject was discussed very thoroughly in the House, and I 
understand it was believed by the committee to be a considerable re- 
duction, and upon that theory the House adopted the proviso. I do 
not know what the Postmaster-General has said upon this subject, but 
it occurs to me that it is a reduction of the cost of carrying the mail, 
and only puts the railroad companies who received bonds in aid of the 
construction of their roads on a footing with all other roads and with 
individuals. Why should not that be done? The Senator answers 
that itis now being done. That is probably the case. Of course it is 
if he says so; I take that for granted. Although it is now being done, 
some future Postmaster-General may believe that he has no authority 
to do it, and may not do it; and I think it would be better to retain the 
proviso. However, I have no special argument to make about it. I 
think it would be wise for the Senate to retain the provision. It cer- 
tainly would make a law, and would direct the Postmasters-General in 
future as to what is now uncertain as to their authority. 

Mr. PLUMB. There is one further consideration in reference to 
what the Senator from West Virginia has said, or what is implied in 
what he has said. I do not regard it myself as being a matter, in the 
present state of the case, of a great deal of moment whether the proviso 
reduces the pay or not, or whether it confirms by law what the Post- 
master-General is now doing, for two reasons. As I said, I think this 
is not the proper place to enter upon a discussion of so delicate and dif- 
ficult and at the same time so important a question and one which has 
been so recently the subject of exhaustive discussion and of somewhat 
drastic enactment by Congress. The other reason is, that if it were 
itself to reduce the pay, manifestly if the Government is to get its car- 
rying of the mail or other matter at less than individuals pay, individ- 
uals then must pay more, and, as I am willing toadmit, if the Govern- 
ment were paying the money to these railway companies upon a basis 








that it pays to the other railroad companies, that is, if it dealt with 
them on the same basis and had no other relations to them than it had 
to other railway companies, it might not be conclusive, because the 
Government would have the right perhaps to say that it would make 
a cheap bargain even if it did work an imposition of a higher rate upon 
some private person. But in this case the Government relation to 
these railway companies is modified by the fact that these companies 
owe it large sums of money which they are not paying and which a 
good many people, as I said before, believe they will not be able to pay, 
or at least will not pay; and therefore what the Government pays to 
them is not full value, as it would be if the money was appropriated 
out of the Treasury. I do not regard it worth while to enter in this 
irregular and to some extent reprehensible way and at this time and 
place, upon the regulation of that, even if we should thereby save nom- 
inally a little something to the Government, which after all would 
only be a saving in the book-keeping or in the ink with which the en- 
tries were made of credit upon the books of the Treasury Department. 

The whole matter, therefore, looked upon asa matter of money, from 
my standpoint, is wholly inconsequential. From the standpoint of the 
relations which we occupy to these railroads, and which we may mod- 
ify by legislation, as I have no doubt we may, considering the place 
and the time in which it is assumed to be done, I think it is a matter 
of considerable moment. Therefore I am led to indorse the action of 
the committee in saying that this is not the place to determine what 
we shall do in relation to these railroad companies about the carrying 
of the mails or anything else; and in the next place that it is not worth 
while to enter upon a doubtful domain when there is absolutely noth- 
ing in money to be gained by it. 

Mr. INGALLS. Can the Senator having charge of the bill inform us 
what is the rate now fixed or allowed by law to other railway companies 
designated in lines 75, 76, and 77 of the part proposed to be stricken 
out? 

Mr. PLUMB. It is the same rate as is allowed to all other railway 
companies, less, I think, a reduction of 10 per cent. 

Mr. INGALLS. Then if the proviso between lines 62 and 77 were 
retained the result would be an aggregate reduction on certain lines of 
10 per cent. from the amount now allowed by the Postmaster-General. 

Mr. PLUMB. Provided the legislation should be held to be effective 
and accomplish anything, it would accomplish that. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The question is on agreeing to the 
amendment to strike out the proviso from line 62 to line 77 inclusive. 

The amendment was agreed to. 

Mr. PLUMB. The next amendment proposed by the committee is 
not to take the place of what has been stricken out, but at the same 
time it occurs in the bill at this particular point. 

The reading of the bill was resumed. 

The next amendment of the Committee on Appropriations was, after 
line 79, to insert: 

For necessary and special facilities on trunk lines, $185,000, 

Mr. MAXEY. Congress began several years ago to make appropri- 
ations like this for special mail facilities on trunk lines, but it was found 
practically that about all the benefit which resulted from that appro- 
priation went to the city of New York and to lines running out from 
that place. Last year the Senate amended the House bill in such a man- 
ner as to require an equitable distribution of this appropriation so that 
the whole country should have the benefit of these special mail facili- 
ties, and I believe the amount of $600,000 was appropriated; but not- 
withstanding that provision in the act the benefit resulted again only to 
the city of New York and lines running out from there. The country 
west of the Mississippi River did not get the benefit of that appropri- 
ation. I find that at this time the appropriation is reduced to $185,000. 

My judgment about it is that the people of the whole country are 
just as much entitled to mail facilities as the people of the city of New 
York, and unless these facilities reach out to the whole country there 
ought to be no appropriation of thiskind. I think this amendment put 
in by the Senate Committee on Appropriations ought to be stricken out 

Mr. BUTLER. I think the Senator is mistaken in saying that the 
only part of the country deriving any benefit from this service is the 
city of New York. 

Mr. MAXEY. And lines reaching from it. 

Mr. BUTLER. Itso happens that one of these fast mails runs from 
this point to Charleston and from Charleston to Jacksonville, which has 
been of very great service to the people of my section of the country, 
and I therefore trust that the amendment of the committee will not be 
stricken out. It is of the very last consequence to the people of my 
~~ of the country that the appropriation of $185,000 shall be retained 

have a statement from the superintendent of the railway mail service 
which shows that the appropriation for this purpose has been distrib- 
uted from New York to Albany and from Boston and from New York 
to Charleston, and to Jacksonville, Florida, and also from Springfield. 
Massachusetts, to New York, as I now remember. 

Mr. ALLISON. We can not hear, Mr. President. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. It is very difficult to keep order to- 
day. 

Mr. BUTLER. I was simply saying that I hope the amendment of 
the committee will be sustained. 
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Mr. MAXEY. I never have believed in making fish of one and flesh 
of another. I believe that the people west of the Mississippi River who 
aid in supporting this Government and who constitute now a very large 
proportion of the population of the United States, are just as much en- 
titled to the benefit of mail facilities as the people in the city of New 
York or anywhere east of the Mississippi. We do not get them, and it 
is not just, it is not fair that we should be required to pay taxes for the 
benefit of other people and receive no corresponding benetit for our own 
people. 


Mr. BUTLER. I say to the Senator from Texas very frankly that if 


the people of the West have not received those facilities to which they 
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are entitled (and I admit that they are entitled to just such facilities as | 


other portions of the country), if he will introduce an amendment giv- 
ing them the benefit of these facilities, I will take very great pleasure 


in voting for it and supporting it. I have no desire whatever to dis- | 


criminate against the West,.so far as I am concerned. 

Mr. MAXEY. I will state to the Senator trom South Carolina that 
we did do just that thing at the last session of Congress. We put in an 
amendment which we thought would be effective, requiring an equita- 
ble distribution of the amount which was then largely increased by the 
Senate over the House appropriation, up to I think $600,000. 

Mr. DAVIS, of West Virginia. It was $600,000, 

Mr. MAXEY. We put aspecial clause in the act that the amount 
appropriated should be equitably distributed so as to accommodate the 
various commercial centers. Saint Louis is, I believe, the fourth city in 
the American Union, and the people of Saint Louis, Galveston, San 


| benefit to a very large section of the country. We have cut thi 


Antonio, San Francisco and Omahaand other great points west of the | 


Misissippi River, are just as much entitled to the benctit of special mail 
facilities as the people east of that river. Wedo not get them. We 
did not get them when we put in the very amendment which the Sena- 
tor from South Carolina nowspeaksabout. As long as I am a member 
of the Post-Office Committee, I shall oppose anything of this kind which 
makes fish of one portion of the community and flesh of another. 

Mr. BUTLER. Then I suggest to my friend from Texas that the 
remedy he has would be to hold the Post-Office Department to account. 
That is his remedy. I can not see the force of the position which the 
Senator from Texas takes when he permits the Postmaster-General to go 
on without rebuke or without accountability and attempts to deprive 
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conflicts between the various railroads along those lines were of such 
character that he was unable todoit. Hethensought from Saint Louis 
to reach the great lines running to the southwest through Arkansas 
and the Indian country and the Union and Central Pacific and Kansas 
Pacilic roads, but he did not seem to meet with much better success 
I know he came before the Committee on Appropriations several times 
and told us the trials and tribulations he had in endeavoring to a 

complish our object. The real difficulty in the way was that he could 
not give the service to one large line of railway without the other roads 
cutting rates against that road, and he could not give it toall. The 
competing lines there interfered with him so that he could not do any 

thing atall. Take the Chicago and Northwestern, and the Chicago, 
Milwaukee and Saint Pynl Railroads, running almost side by side from 
Chicago to Minneapolis ind Saint Paul. He could make no arrange- 
ment with one of those roads that the other would not resist, and there 
was the difficulty. 

Mr. MAXEY. So tar as the roads fromSaint Louis to the southwest 
are concerned that objection does not apply, tor the whole line is under 
one control practically. 

Mr. BECK. Perhaps so; but at any rate the objection proved fatal 
We were met with this question in the sub-committee the other day 
If we abandoned the service altogether, as the House seemed disposed 
to do and as the Senator from Texas thinks ought to be done, we should 
in the mean time be cutting off established facilities that ; 
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priation down from $600,000 and recommended $185,000 now so as not 
abruptly to destroy the fast line running from Boston, New York, and 


Washington to Charleston and Savannah and extending on to New 
Orleans. By allowing that line to run on at the present rate it enables 
gentlemen from Boston, for example, who have been here giving their 
views before our committee, to get their mails delivered at 11 o'clock 
in the morning, instead of at 5 in the afternoon. The great theilities 
afforded are exhibited by the letter which has been read at the desk; 
and they extend from Washington clear on to Charleston, Savannah, 


|} and New Orleans. While we are endeavoring to cut this service down, 


that portion of the country which is now getting the benefit of these | 


facilities, of them. It seems to me that his proper remedy would be to | pose may designate not to exceed three competent oflicers of the Post-Office 1 


call upon the Post-Office Department to know why they have not made 
an equitable distribution of the $600,000 appropriated for this purpose. 


I do not feel authorized to cut off that line abruptly; but the commit 
tee recommend this amendment as an additional section at the end ot 
the bill: 

Sec. 3. That the Postmaster-General is hereby directed to make a thorough 
investigation into the railway mail service of the United States, and forthat pur 


| partment, experienced in matters relating to the transportation of mails on rail 


Mr. MAXEY. I can reply to that in an instant. The House did | 


give the rebuke and the precise rebuke which the Post-Oftice Depart- 
ment ought to have had. The appropriation was not distributed ac- 
cording to the spirit of the law, and the result was that the House re- 
fused to put in this bill any appropriation whatever for this purpose, 
and there is where it ought to stand. 


road routes, and the system of compensating for the same, asa commission to so 
aid him that he may devise and report to Congress, in Deceniber next, with the 
data upon which it is based, a more complete system of gauging the ratesof pray 


| forcarrying the mails on railroad routes, in order to secure the better protection 


of the interests of the Government, and the allowance of just rates of compensa 
tion for the service required; and he is authorized to expend not to exceed £10,000 


| out of the appropriation for the transportation of mails to compensate the con 


Mr. McMILLAN. I should like to ask the Senator from Texas if it | 


was not on account of the refusal of the railroad companies to comply 
with the terms prescribed by the Post-Office Department, and not the 
fault of the Post-Office Department that this distribution was not made? 
Were not the purposes of the Post-Office Department defeated by the 
action of certain of the railroads? 

Mr. MAXEY. This appropriation of $185,000 is practically to all 
intents and purposes a donation of that much to the railroads. “Last 
year when the question came up, as is well recollected by the Senator 
from West Virginia [Mr. Davis] and the Senator from Kentucky [ Mr. 


missioners for their specific services, and for clerk-hire, and expenses involved, 
which sum shall be immediately available 


We were advised by the Post-Otfice officials that if that were done they 
could in course of a year or two make a new readjustment which would 
be equitable toall, and which would save the Governmenta large amount 
of money and make a proper readjustment of the lines of road over which 
the mails have to run, and the speed at which they should run; and in 
the mean time, as this great line extends along the seaboard from Boston 


| to New Orleans, it furnishes facilities the cutting off of which would be 


Beck }, it was shown that sixty odd thousand dollars which justly and | 


rightly belonged to the general railroad service, the distribution of 


the mails for the general railroad service had been used. After the 


appropriation for special mail facilities had been exhausted, New York | 


had not got as much as they wanted New York to get, and there was 
given to Mr. Vanderbilt’s line sixty-odd thousand dollars that belonged 
honestly to the general railroad mail service throughout the United 
States. 

This $185,000 is simply a donation for the benefit of the railroads 
leading out of New York, and for the benefit of what are called the 
metropolitan papers going from there, and is of no service whatever to 
the great mass of the American people who have this tax to pay. The 


a condemnation of the Post-Office Department which came justly from 
the House, and I propose to stand by it. 

Mr. BECK. Last year, after a full conference with the Senator from 
Texas and other gentlemen who think as he and I do, that these mat- 
ters ought to be fairly and equitably adjusted or that we ought tostop 
these fast-mail facilities, so called, when they become partial, we al- 
lowed $600,000, inserting in the body of the bill the provision the Sen- 
ator from Texas has just quoted, that it should be equitably distributed 
to accommodate the various commercial centers. It became apparent 
to us all then that we should have to increase that amount somewhat 
im order to reach the object fully, but we saw that that would be a good 
starting place. 

The Postmaster-General, as I am advised, endeavored faithfully to 


execute the act of Congress. He went to Chicago and he endeavored | 
to have those facilities carried up to Saint Paul and Minneapolis; but the | 


very severe. We thought that while this investigation was being mace 
under the provision in the bill that I have read, we should allow this 
line to continue rather than to upset and upturn all the existing accom 
modation on this one line. 

I thought that was a reasonable proposition, and [shall so vote now, 
although I agree with the Senator from Texas that unless some means 
is devised to make the service equitable all over the country I shall not 
vote to continue special facilities in one section over another; but it 


| seems almost too hard to cut off at once all the special facilities. We 


make a reduction from $600,000 to $185,000, allowing this one line to 
remain as it is now established, and the taking off of which would re 
sult in serious inconvenience to the people all the way from Boston to 
New Orleans along the seaboard, until we can see if we can make a new 
adjustment. Feeling very much as the Senator does, I am not quite 


| prepared to go at this moment where he is prepared to go 
House of Representatives was right when it struck it out, and that was | 


Mr. COCKRELL. The Senator from Kentucky said that the com- 


| mittee was cutting down this appropriation trom $600,000. As LT under- 
| stand we did not expend that appropriation at all. 


| 


Mr. PLUM’. No doubt that is a very interesting conversation; but 
if it is, it ought to be heard on this side of the Chamber. 

Mr. COCKRELL. I said that the Senator from Kentucky stated 
that the committee was cutting down this appropriation from $600,000 
to $185,000. Now I ask whether that $600,000 had ever beén exp ended 
at all, and whether this $185,000 is not as great an appr opriation as has 
actually been expended heretotore. 

Mr. BECK. It is nothing like what has been expended heretofore; 
but it is asmuch as was expended of the appropriation made last year, 
because of the failure to accomplish what the Postmaster-General and 
Congress earnestly desired should be accomplished. 

Mr. COCKRELL. Then thisis simply theamount that was expended 
last year? 
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Mr. BECK 
master-Creneral did not expend the money we authorized him toexpend, 


having failed to make the arrangements we authorized him to make | 


with the railroads. 

The Senator from Missouri is a member of the Committee on Appro- 
priations as well as myself, and he heard a good deal of this discussion. 
The letters which have been read from the desk explain why this one 


route is sought to be maintained at present until we can see what can be | 
done hereafter, and I would rather (having confessedly no great famil- | 
iarity with the subject) that the Senator from Missouri would look at 


that letter which has been put in the Recorp by being read this morn- 
ing, and say if he does not think there is good reason in continuing it 
at Jeast for a time, until we see whether a better adjustment can be 
made. That is all I care to say. 

Mr. COCKRELL. Iwas not a member of the sub-committee which 
had this bill in charge. L will ask some other Senator, in the course 
of this discussion, to explain what I asked the Senator in charge of the 
bill to explain, and which that letter does not explain—what is the 
benefit of this service? These fast-mail trains leave New York about 4 
v’elock in the morning; how many letters do they carry ? 

Mr. BECK. They bring all the Boston mail of the night before. 

Mr. COCKRELL. They leave New York at 40’clock in the morning; 
now, What mail matter do they take out of New York? They take out 
the mail which is brought in from Boston. 

Mr. BUTLER. Leaving Boston at 7 o'clock on the evening before. 

Mr. PLUMB. ‘They take out all the mail that is deposited in New 
York between 6 o'clock the evening before and this period of 4.30 in 
the morning, at which time the fast train departs, besides the news- 
papers which are printed in the morning at about 3 or 4 o’clock. 

Mr. BECK. And all the Boston mail which left there the night 
before 

Mr. PLUMB. It includes not only the mail deposited in Boston and 
gathered up at intermediate points between Boston and New York, but 
the mail from Halifax, which includesa!so quite a considerable foreign 
mail. 

Mr. BECK.  L ask the Senator from Kansas if I was right in saying 
that the present arrangement enables not only the Representatives and 
Senators, but everybody else in Washington, to obtain the Boston mail 
at 11 o'clock in the morning instead of 5 in the afternoon, as would be 
the case if this train was taken off ? 

Mr. PLUMB. It makes a difference of six hours. 

Mr. McMILLAN. I should like to ask the Senator in charge of the 
billhow much sooner does the 4 o’clock mail. from New York reach 
Chicago than the subsequent morning mail ? 

Mr. PLUMB. The saving is about six hours. 

Mr. McMILLAN. ‘To Chicago? 

Mr. PLUMB. To Chicago. 

Mr. COCKRELL. Are there not trains leaving New York at 1 
o'clock in the morning going south and going west which take all the 
mail matterdeposited up to that time? 

Mr. PLUMB. Lam not aware of any train leaving New York at 1 
o'clock a.m. There is a train that leaves New York at 12.10. 

Mr, COCKRELL. Well, 12.10 at might. When there are trains 
leaving New York at about 12 o’clock at night which take all the mail 
matter deposited up to that hour going south and west, what does this 
train at 4 o'clock take? 

Mr. PLUMB. My understanding is that that 12 o’clock train does 
not carry the mail from New York. 

Mr. DAVIS, of West Virginia. Yes, it does. 

Mr. COCKRELL. Ll understand it does, and it is reported and pub- 
lished in the press of the country that it does, and that was the reason 
Itwanted the Senator to explain what mail these fast trains take out of 
New York. They start at 4 inthe morning. The trains that leave 
at 12, or about 12, take all the mail matter deposited up to that time. 
They take, as the Senator from Kentucky says, the mail which leaves 
Boston the previous afternoon at, say, 7 o’clock and arrives in New 
York just before 4 0’clock. That is distributed and put on and goes 
immediately on, and that is all. 

Now, I should like the Senator to explain further how far these fast 
trains carry mail matter? What mail does the train going from New 
York to Chicago take on the route, and where does the morning mail 
train from New York overtake the same mail matter? 

Mr. PLUMB.  Itis not overtaken at all. The fast mail train which 
leaves New York is not overtaken by any subsequent train; on the 
contrary, it itself overtakes, and there is the advantage of it, a train 
which departs from Albany at a period which would make it impossi- 
ble to make the connection by the regular train. It goes, it is true, 
mto a regular train at Buffalo. 

Mr. COCKRELL. Where it stops. 

Mr. PLUMB. No, I beg pardon; it does not stop there. 
right on with that train. 

Mr. COCKRELL. What mail does it carry ? 

Mr. PLUMB. All the mail which it takes out from New York and 
what it gathers up subsequently. 

Mr. COCKRELL. Between 12 and 4 in the morning. That is all. 


It goes 
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Mr. PLUMB. Oh, no. The Senator from Missouri has got either 
| his geography or his facts wonderfully mixed up, or both. He was 
talking at first about a 12 o’clock train going south, and now he is 
talking about a 12 o’clock train going west, and there is none. 

Mr. COCKRELL. There is one going in each direction about the 
same hour. 

Mr. PLUMB. Going to Chicago ’ 

Mr. COCKRELL. Yes, sir. 

Mr. PLUMB. Not at all. 

Mr. COCKRELL. The Pennsylvania Railroad train which leaves 
New York about 12 o’clock, and which takes all the mail up to that 
hour, gets into Chicago before your fast mail train in the morning. 

Mr. PLUMB. Weare talking about an entirely different train ; we 
are talking about the train which leaves New York on the New York 
Central Railroad, and not about the train which departs from New 
York on the Pennsylvania road. There is-no pay to the Pennsylvania 
Railroad Company for its train. The Pennsylvania Railroad Company, 
as the Post-Oflice Department assures us, declined to continue the serv- 
ice at the price the Post-Office Department had before been paying, 
and the price only which it can afford to pay for the service rendered. 
The amount paid for the service of which I speak isa trifle, only $25,000, 
I think. 

Mr. SAULSBURY. ‘To what road ? 

Mr. PLUMB. The New YorkCentral. * That is only for the service 
between New York and Albany. The remaining portion is paid on 
the line from Boston to Savannah. 

Mr. BUTLER. I have some special interest in the fast mail from 
the points south, particularly from here to Wilmington and Charleston, 
and hearing that this appropriation had been left out in the House, I 
addressed a note to the superintendentof the railway mail service, mak- 
ing some inquiries about it. 1 should like to have his letter read im 
reply to my communication. It is very short. 

Mr. DAVIS, of West Virginia. Previous to that I should like te 
correct a statement of fact. I read from the official report—— 

Mr. BUTLER. I submit to the Senator that the letter I have sent 
up should be read. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The Senator from South Carolina 
has the right to have read the letter which he has sent to the desk. 

The Acting Secretary read as follows: 

Post-OFrricEe DEPARTMENT, 
Orricr GENERAL SUPERINTENDENT OF RAILWAY MAIL SERVICE 
Washington, D. C., January 16, isss. 

Sin: | have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 15th 
instant, and in reply say that the appropriation for the fast mail service as ap- 
plied to the Atlantic coast line has been of very great service to the large seo- 
tion of country which it supplies. The service will not be maintained without 
the companies are paid the “ special facilities.” 

This was an additional train placed on the road on the schedule arranged by 
the Post-Office Department, and if the compensation should be withdrawn [am 
confident that the train would also be withdrawn. The managers have informed 
me to that effect. 

In view of their statements and the fact that they did not run a similar train 
to this prior to the payment of “special facilities,’ Lam clear the train will not 
be continued longer than the present fiscal year. If such is the case, on and 
after the Ist day of July the through schedule from New York to Charleston, 
South Carolina, will be once per day, arriving at the last-named place at 4 p.m. 
instead of 6.50 a.m. I inclose herewith a copy of a letter that I wrote Hons. 
RANNEY and Morse, of the Massachusetts delegation, which I think will fairly 
represent the case. 

f, however, you should desire anything more definite, I will be glad to fur- 
nish all the information in my power. 

Very respectfully, 


W. B. THOMPSON, 
General Superintendent. 
Ilon. M. C. BUTLER, 
United States Senate, Washington, D. C. 

Mr. BUTLER. It will be seen that the effect of withdrawing this 
appropriation will be to put the mail in Charleston from New York 
later by eight hours than under the present arrangement. That fast- 
mail train leaves here at 11 in the morning and arrives in Charleston 
next morning about 6—eighteen hours. If this appropriation is with- 
drawn, that mail will not reach Charleston until 4 o’clock p. m. that 
day, instead of 6 in the morning. That is the effect on that part of the 
country. 

Mr. MAXEY. If theSenator from Missouri [Mr. CocKRELL] be cor- 
rect, the whole matter is perfectly clear. The Senator states that there 
is a train leaving New York between 12 and 1 o’clock at night, about 
12.10. As a matter of course that train takes up all the mail which is 
deposited previous to that time. Does not everybody know that there 
isno mail of any consequence, if any at all, deposited between 12 0’clock 
at night and 4 o’clock in the morning? So that the train which starts 
out at 4 o’clock in the morning carries not letters but simply carries 
mainly the morning papers issued that morning. That is about the 
principal business it has to do, and the papers really go by express and 
pay no postage. 

Mr. BUTLER. What does the Senator say about the train leaving 
here at 11 o’clock a. m. going south? I feel a special interest in the 
mails from here to Charleston; I do not care so much about the mails 
from New York. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The hour of 1 o’clock has arrived, 
and the unfinished business comes up. 
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this one which will excite debate, and I presume debate on this has 
been substantially concluded. 

Mr. MORRILL. But this bill can just as well be finished to-mor- 
row in the morning hour as to-day. 

Mr. PLUMB. I hope the Senator from Vermont will give us a few 
minutes at least. If it is going to make delay beyond a tew minutes, 
1 shall not press it. 

Mr. HOAR. The Senator from Vermont will allow me to say that 
he ought not to use his power to antagonize all other business. 1 do 
not mean that the Senator is at all inclined to do so; but to drive this 
bill into the morning hour drives down everything else. 

Mr. MORRILL. If we are to complete the taruf bill we must con- 
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Mr. PLUMB. TI think there is probably no item in this bill except | 


tinue earnest work upon it every hour and minute of the time that we | 


have. If the Senator from Kansas thinks the appropriation bill can be 
disposed of in ten minutes, I will yield for ten minutes. 

Mr. PLUMB. I think it can. 

Mr. ROLLINS, Mr. HOAR, and others. Let us take a vote 

Mr. BUTLER. 1 do not desire to say anything further on the point 


I was discussing; but I avail myselfof the privilege [ have while on the | 


floor to say that I hope the Senator from Kansas having the bill in 
charge will insist on its being finished now 

Several SENATORS. Vote! Vote! 

Mr. JONES, of Florida. I wish to give notice that on Saturday after 
the expiration of the morning hour I shall call up the resolution in 
troduced by me—— 

Mr. HOAR. My friend willallow me. It is too bad to take up this 
ten minutes that the Senator from Vermont allows us with notices 
Why not give them at some other time? Let us vote on this hill 

Mr. JONES, of Florida. Why should the Senator object? 

Mr. HOAR. I do not object; I merely appeal to my friend 

Mr. JONES, of Florida. [ wish to give notice that on Saturday | 
desire to call up the resolution introduced by me on the 27thoft Deeem- 
ber in relation to the treaty between the United States and Spain, on 
which I shall desire to make a few remarks. 

The PRESIDENT prolempore. 
morning business? 

Mr. JONES, of Florida. Yes, sir. 

Mr. PLATT. lamasanxioustohave this appropriation bill disposed 
of as any member of the Senate, but I desire to say a few words in con- 
nection with the subject of the reduction of letter postage, and if there 
is to be an effort to finish the bill in ten minutes | thought perhaps I 
ought to give that notice at this time. 


Does the Senator mean atter the usual 


The PRESIDENT pro tempore. There is no agreement about that. | 


If the Senator from Vermont does not call up the untinished business, 
the Chair will understand that this appropriation bill continues betore 
the Senate. 

Mr. DAVIS, of West Virginia. The Vost-Oflice appropriation bill 
is still before the Senate? 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. It is. 

Mr. DAVIS, of West Virginia. This is a question of great impor- 
tance to some of the commercial cities of this country who have to pa? 
tribute to the larger cities, as I understand. The entire country has 
to pay its portion of this $155,000, while the city of New York gets 
almost the whole benefit of it. All the trains to which any money 


Springfield $17,000 is paid; from New York to Buffalo, $46,000; these 
are some of the items that make up the $185,000; $150,000 of it is for 
service from one city. I believe with the exception of a little erumb 
dropped here in the South to one or two roads between Charleston and 
Richmond, New York gets the entire amount, and not one dolar is for 
any other city. 

The Senator who has charge of the bill stated a moment ago that 
$25,000 was the amount that was paid fut the mail service out of New 
York. 

Mr. PLUMB. Not out of New York, but out of New York west. 


Mr. DAVIS, of West Virginia. The official report says $46,000 from | 


New York to Buffalo. 


Mr.PLUMB. The Senator has got the report for the preceding year. | extra compensation whatever on tho part of the Government 


Mr. DAVIS, of West Virginia. It is the same, the Postmaster- 
General tells you, and the only excuse he has got for paying the same 
as last year is that he made no changes. 

Mr. PLUMB. I hold in my hand the letter of the superintendent 





of the railway mail service, in which he says: ° 
The expenditures out of the special-facilities appropriation for the present 
year are about as follows: 
Mew York to Springgfield.....................ccccccssrescsscecssssee cose $17,647 06 
EE ee ree ee 25, 000 00 
Philadelphia to Charleston, South Carolina....,............... Da . 142,274 26 





NN etha pinairciasakiiiitvataneediesiecor frvesdbtbidbadastestadieenens 184,921 32 

Mr. DAVIS, of West Virginia. If the Senator is right in that, there 
is no mail coming from Bostonthrough. If the southern fast mail starts 
from Philadelphia and not from New York, there is no direct. connec- 
tion from Boston through. The official report which I hold in my hand 
says that it is from New York to Charleston, and it starts from New 
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York and not from Philadelphia. That letter is gotten up for this pur 
pose, while this official report was gotten up for the whole country 
The Postmaster-General has said in his report, and so has the super 
intendent of the railway mail service, if not in words substantially, that 
$600,000 should be given to supply the whole country; and there is no 
citv of New York for one o1 two great lines should hav 
whole country paying the expense and getting no benetit 
whatever. My friend trom South Carolina says that this fast mail 
service does his people a great deal of good llow? Not by anv money 
being paid on his part of the line to It is paid to great 
corporations in the city of New York, whose lines move south and con 
nect with the regular trains when they get to Richmond or about there 
andthen they goon.  Itisnot for the bem 
in South Carolina 


reason why the 
$185,000, the 


inv extent 


t it of the Senator’s constituents 
New Orleans also j ker 


spoken o but Tsav not one 
cent out of this SPS85,000 is p id toany part of the S ept between 
New York and Charléston 
Mr. BUTLER. In reply to what the Senator lL hee to remark 
that I do not care the snap of my finger whether the railroads make 
| one dollar out of this service or not That is not the question Che point 
I referred to when I said it was of great benetit to my part of the 
country was the convenience to the business portion of the community 
the merchants particularly on the line of the road, the merchants in 
Charleston and Wilmington, and on all the lines connect with this 
fast mail service I do not eare whether the railroads eet any ad 
vantage from it or not: it is not a matter of the slightest cor pence 
to me whether trunk lines or branch lines or other railroa | 
was referring to the benetit it was to the business conmmun wh 





| 


almos | more especially for the newspapers. Why? 
is paid for special mail facilities start from there. From New York to | 


ness interests of the South 

Mr. DAVIS, of West Virginia Mav Task the Senator how | { 
from Florence to Charleston ? 

Mr. BUTLER. Something over one hundred miles Phe tust mai 
goes right to Charleston via Florence. [ do not know whether 
Northeastern Railroad vets the henetit of it or not, but T know the n 
goes through, for | went on the same train myselt 

Mr. DAVIS, of West Virginia. It has been shown by the Senator 
from Missouri and others that there are in the evening, after business 
hours close in New York, | think four trains leaving there betore this 
fast train in the morning leaves that carries the metropolitan newspa 
pers, and that was what it was put on for, and for hardly any mail mat- 
ter whateve 

Mr. MAXEY IT submit that the most of those papers are carried 
by express and pay no postage. 

Mr. BUTLER. 1 think the Senator is entirely misinformed about 
the quantity of mail matter brought by that train. Lam not prepared 
to say how much, but in conversation the other day with the superin 
tendent of the railway mail service he made a statement of the num 
ber of pounds of mail matter brought by that mail, and I was very 
much surprised at it. 

Mr. DAVIS, of West Virginia. | admit that there is a great number 
of pounds, but what is it? Newspapers. 

Mr. BUTLER. No, the fast mat} does not bring new spapers 

Mr. DAVIS, of West Virginia. I will state the case as I understand 
it, and I think I understand the question as to the mail service. This 
train leaving New York, say, at 4 o’clock in the morning is put on 


Chere is a mail now leay 
ing New York for the South and West, | believe, at 7.45 in the even 
ing, Which takes nearly all the mail that is gathered during the day 
Last year I heard the statement of the officers of the Post-Office De 
partment, and it was that the mail leaving New York at 7.45 in th 
evening, which is not in any way compensated other than as the reg 
ular service, is the first to get to all the southwest cities, to Cincinnati. 
Louisville, Saint Louis, New Orleans, and everywhere in the Southwest 
and in the Texas country. Following that, I believe, at 9 
leaves New York going south and going west, with 
sation. 


10, a train 
no extra compen 


Again, at 12.10, | think, a train leaves New York to take 


whatever else is gathered, without compensation, starting south and 
starting west, and gathering up all the mail matter of the day trom 
the commercial communities through which it runs, and there is no 


A train leaves New York in the morning at about 4 o'clock As I 


understand, that train takes the metropolitan newspapers, and there is 


alarge amount of them. I know, as wa uid by the Senator from 
Texas, that they are generally sent as express matter and not as mail 
matter. The train brings them here and takes them south in very 
good time; but why should the Government pay specially for a train 
which runs out of New York to carry newspapers when the mail has 
nearly all preceded it? Why should the Government p y from New 
York to South Carolina on one train about $100,000a year when trains 
have preceded it with both ! passengers 7 : 

What is the result of this? The train that leaves New York at 4 
o'clock in the morning comes by way of Philadelphia, it true, and 
by way of Baltimore and to this city and on south Vhere iso @ 
train, without patronave in any way, without aid from the Government, 


which leaves Baltimore at 4 o’clock in the morning, wit 


no pay trom 
the Governm« 


and it takes the Baltimore papers and the 
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Baltimore mail matter and the Baltimore passengers, and it is run down 
at Florence by this fast train from New York, which is paid for by the 
Government, and from Florence south the two trains go together, with- 
out compensation, everywhere south, to New Orleans, Mobile, Florida, 
as I understand. 

These are the facts about the southern trains, and I believe Iam cor- 
rect in the statement; so that the only thing which the fast train does 
that my friend from South Carolina talks about is that it does bring in 
the papers; but the train that leaves Baltimore at 4 o’clock, which will 
take him or me or anyone else, is just as fast a train as the one that 
leaves New York at that time. 

Mr. BUTLER. The Senator is entirely mistaken about that, I can 
assure him. He has referred to the fact that the train which arrives 
here about 11 o'clock brings the metropolitan newspapers. I wish to 
say that that is of very great consequence to the country, for everybody 
in the country is always extremely anxious to see the New York papers. 
While | admit that it would hardly be proper for the Government to 
pay for that specially, I think it accomplishes a great deal when we get 
the New York papers at 11 o’clock in the morning, and at Charleston 
the next morning atGo’clock. I think that accomplishes a great deal. 
| have no doubt the mails go, as the Senator says, from New York at 4 
o'clock in the afternoon or 12 o'clock at night, but the point I make— 
and I only do that by way of illustration—is that We get the mails in 
Charleston eight hours earlier by this fast train, which is rendered pos- 
sible by the special-facilities appropriation, than we should do by the 
running of the ordinary trains. That is all there is of it. 

Mr. DAVIS, of West Virginia. So faras New York is concerned the 
Senator is right, but not so far as Baltimore and Washington are con- 
cerned. Why should the Government pay for special mail facilities for 
running the Southern train to which he refers? I speak of that now, 
for that is the most important one and the one for which the most money 
is paid. Why should the Government pay for this New York train, so 
that New York papers or letters may be putin advance of the mail 
matter of other sections of the country? Why should not other sections 
of the country have the same facilities? 

Mr. BUTLER. I will ask the Senator a question. Does not that 
same train take up the mail at Philadelphia and Baltimore and Wash- 
ington and Richmond and Weldon and Wilmington, as it goes along, 
increasing it and expediting it to that extent? 

Mr. DAVIS, of West Virginia. Is a passenger or a letter to wait in 
Baltimore in order to allow a train from New York to come along and 
take him or it up, and should the Government pay expressly for that 
train? Is that right? Is it proper? Is it just? 

Mr. BUTLER. I do not understand that the Government pays any- 
thing. It is only on this train that it pays. . 

Mr. MORRILL. I call for the regular order. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The Chair can not take the Senator 
from West Virginia off the floor. 

Mr. MORRILL. I thought the Senator from West Virginia was 
through. 

Mr. DAVIS, of West Virginia. No, sir. To the people whom I 
represent this is a very important question, and it will take the Sen- 
ate some time to get through with it. 

Mr. MORRILL. I merely ask, as it is obvious that this bill can not 
be completed at least in less than an hour’s debate, whether the Sena- 
tor will not forego his explanation until to-morrow morning? 

Mr. DAVIS, of West Virginia. I have no objection at all to giving 
way for the purpose of going on with the revenue bill. 

Mr. MORRILL. Then I call for the regular order. 

Mr. DAVIS, of West Virginia. The matter now under consideration 
can not be passed without proper discussion, I will say to Senators. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. I hope my colleague will not take the Senator 
from West Virginia off the floor if he wishes to proceed. 

Mr. MORRILL. I do not propose to do so. 

Mr. DAVIS, of West Virginia. I give way forthat purpose. I will- 
ingly yield to the Senator from Vermont. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The regular order is called for. 

Mr. PLUMB. I do hope that we may get through with this appro- 
priation bill. I have no desire to antagonize the tariff bill which the 
Senator from Vermont has in charge, but in the absence of any new | 
instruction from the Committee on Appropriations I feel constrained | 
to insist that the further consideration of this bill shall be continued. 

Mr. MORRILL. The Senator must see that the bill will excite dis- 
cussion. ‘The question as to reducing the postage from 3 cents to 2 cents 
will occupy at least an hour. Therefore it had better go over until to- | 
morrow morning, so that Senators may have full time to consider it. | 

Mr. EDMUNDS. It can be taken up to-morrow as soon as the rou- | 
tine morning business is concluded. 

Mr. PLUMB. Ithink on the whole the argument is a good deal 
stronger in favor of getting through with the appropriation bill, because | 
we shall get more time by going ahead now. I do not feel that I have 








cept that I must ask the Senate to continue the consideration of the bill. 
Mr. MORRILL. Lask for the consideration of the unfinished busi- 


ness. 
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any discretion in the matter under the instruction of the committee ex- | t 
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to do so, I move that the Senate proceed with the consideration of the 
appropriation bill. 

Mr. PLUMB. No; that is my own position. I said I did not feel 
warranted in yielding to the Senator trom Vermont. 

Mr. BUTLER. I misunderstood the Senator. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The Chair lays before the Senate the 
unfinished business, which is the revenue bill. 

Mr. PLUMB. I move to lay aside the unfinished business until to- 
morrow. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The Senator from Kansas moves to 
postpone the unfinished business until to-morrow. 

Mr. MORRILL. I trust that will not be done. 

Mr. BUTLER. I hope it will. 

Mr. MORRILL. Iask for the yeas and nays on the motion. We 
may as well have it understood whether we are to go on with the rev- 
enue bill. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 

Mr. ALLISON. I trust we shall not spend time now in taking the 
yeas and nays as to the order of business. It seems to me the appro- 
priation bills ought to pass, and certainly we ought to go on with the 
tariff bill with rapidity, spending each day some hours upon it. If we 
do not do it, we are certain not to have a tariff bill or tax bill at this 
session. 

Mr. SHERMAN. I wish to say that the appropriation bills were 
never, as my recollection goes, so far advanced at this period of the ses- 
sion as they are now. Noneof them will go into effect until the 1st of 
July, except there be special provisions as to particular items. It is 
not expected that these bills will pass before the 4th of March, and they 
are just as certain to pass as that the sun will roll around. If we are 
to take up and act on the tariff question, either upon the pending bill 
or any measure for the reduction of taxes, we must go on and do it to 
the postponement of other business or we have got to abandon it. I for 
one will stand by the tariff bill and the Senator from Vermont against 
all other business, unless it is his discretion to waive the morning hour 
or any other time to such matters as may be pressing. There is no ne- 
cessity and I do not think it is fair to press these appropriation bills, 
which are in the nature of bills that will pass and must pass in due 
time, against the tariff bill, unless there is an indifference to the tariff 
bill or a determination to defeat it. 

The PRESIDENT protempore. The roll will be called on the motion 
to postpone the revenue bill until to-morrow. 

The Principal Legislative Clerk proceeded to call the roll. 

Mr. JACKSON. I wish to announce the pair of my colleague [Mr. 
HARRIS], who is absent, with the Senator from Michigan [Mr. FERBY]). 
I make the announcement for the day. 

The result was announced—yeas 27, nays 31; as follows: 


YEAS—27. 
Barrow, Davis of W. Va., Jonas, Pugh, 
Butler, Garland, Jones of Florida, Ransom, 
Call, Grover, Kellogg, Saulsbury, 
Cameron of Wis., Hampton, Lamar, Vance, 
Chilcott, Ingalls, Maxey, Vest, 
Cockrell, Jackson, Morgan, Walker. 
Coke, Johnston, Plumb, 

NAYS—31. 
Aldrich, Davis of IIl., Hoar, Pendleton, 
Allison, Edmunds, Jones of Nevada, Platt, 
Anthony, George, Lapham, Rollins, 
I " Gorman, MeDill, Sawyer, 
Blair, Groome, McMillan, Sewell, 
Camden, Harrison, Miller of Cal., Sherman, 
Cameron of Pa., Hawley, Miller of N. Y., Slater. 
Conger, Hill, Morrill, 

ABSENT—18. 

Bayard, Ferry, McPherson, Voorhees, 
Brown, Frye, Mahone, Williams, 
Dawes, Hale, Mitchell, Windom. 
Fair, Harris, Saunders, 
Farley, Logan, Van Wyck, 


So the motion was not agreed to. 

ENROLLED BILL SIGNED. 

A message from the House of Representatives, by Mr. MCPHERSON, 
its Clerk, announced that the Speaker of the House had signed the en- 
rolled bill (H. R. 7052) making appropriations for the Agricultural De- 
partment of the Government for the fiscal year ending June 30, 1854, 
and for other purposes; and it was thereupon signed by the President 
pro tempore. 

HOUSE BILLS REFERRED. 

The bill (H. R. 3123) to amend sections 1, 2, 3, and 10 of “an act 
to determine the jurisdiction of the circuit courts of the United States, 
and to regulate the removal of causes from State courts, and for other 
purposes,’ approved March 3, 1875, was read twice by its title, and re- 


| ferred to the Committee on the Judiciary. 


The bill (H. R. 7240) for the relief of William H. Donohoe was read 
wice by its title, and referred to the Committee on Military Affairs. 


REPORTS OF COMMITTEES. 


Mr. SHERMAN, from the Committee on Finance, to whom was re- 
Mr. BUTLER. If the Senator from Kansas does not feel authorized | terred the bill (S. 2356) to authorize the increase of the ca ital stock of 
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the Second National Bank of Xenia, Ohio, reported it with an amend- 
ment striking out the preamble. 


PRINTING OF HOUSE TARIFF BILL. 


Mr. ANTHONY. Lam instructed by the Committee on Printing, to 
which was referred a concurrent resolution of the House of Representa- 
tives for printing House bill No. 7313 and accompanying reports, to re- 
port it without amendment and recommend its passage, and I ask for 
its present consideration. j 

Mr. INGALLS. I object to its consideration to-day. 

Mr. ANTHONY. It is merely to print some extra copies of the House 
tariff bill. 

Mr. INGALLS. 

Mr. ANTHONY. I hope the Senator from Kansas will not object. 

Mr. COCKRELL. Let the resolution be read for information. 

The resolution was read, as follows: 

by the House of Representatives (the Senate concurring), That 6,000 copies 
of the bill (H. R. 7313) to impose duties upon foreign imports, and accompany- 


ing reports, be printed, of which 2,000 copies shall be for the use of the Senate 
and 4,000 copies for the use of the House. 


The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr. MILLER, of California, in the chair). 
Objection being made, the resolution will lic over until to-morrow. 


BILL INTRODUCED. 


Mr. SHERMAN askedand, by unanimous consent, obtained leave to 
introduce a bill (S. 2382) to confer upon the senior associate-justice of 
the Supreme Court of the District of Columbia, in the absence or ina- 
bility of the chief-justice of said court, the powers and duties now 
conferred upon said chief-justice relative to the extradition of fugitives 
from justice; which was read twice by its title, and referred to the Com- 
mittee on the District of Columbia. 


IMPROVEMENT OF THB DETROIT RIVER. 


Mr. CONGER. I present a letter from the Detroit Board of Trade 
in regard to the improvement of the Detroit River, which I ask to have 
printed in the Recorp and referred to the Committee on Commerce. 

Mr. ANTHONY. I do not like to object, but really we are cumber- 
ing up the REcoRD with petitions and memorials to a great extent. 

Mr. CONGER. This is a question of such general national impor- 
tance that I feel it would be desirable to have this paper go into the 
RECORD. 

The paper was referred to the Committee on Commerce, and ordered 
to be printed in the RECORD, as follows: 


Derrorr Boarp or TRADE, 
Detroit, Mich., January 9, 1883. 

Dear Str: Ata meeting of the Detroit Board of Trade, held this a. m., the fol- 
lowing preamble and resolutions, introduced by W. Livingstone, jr., were unani- 
mously adopted : 

* Whereas the Lime Kiln Crossing in Detroit River is the most dangerous ob- 
struction to navigation on the chain of lakes; and 

“ Whereas 40,000 vessels, with 20,000,000tons of freight, pass through the Detroit 
River in a single season, incurring an enormous loss in revenue from detention, 
damage, and sinking in crossing this obstruction; and 

“Whereas the present improvement will be of little or no benefit to vessels un- 
til entirely completed, and as the present appropriation will soon be exhausted, 
leaving 

* Resol 


I object. 


the work in a dangerous condition: 
ved, That this board of trade do earnestly request our Representatives 
and Senators in Congress to use all possible efforts tosecure an appropriation of 
$200,000, estimated to be sufficient to entirely complete the work. 

** Resolved, That a copy of these resolutions be sent to each of our Representa- 
tives and Senators.”’ 


W. LIVINGSTONE, Jr., President 
JNO. H. MACIVER, Secretary. 


Hon. OMAR D. Concer, Washington, D. C. 
BARBARA MARQUARDT. 

Mr. MILLER, of New York. Task unanimous consent that the vote 
by which the Senate indefinitely postponed the bill (H. R. 4357) grant- 
ing a pension to Barbara Marquardt, which was reported adversely Jan- 
uary 2, and which escaped my attention, may be reconsidered and the 
bill recommitted to the Committee on Pensions. We expect to be able 
to present some new testimony in the matter. I did not notice the re- 
port at the time. 

Mr. JACKSON. Asa member of the Committee on Pensions I re- 
ported the bill referred to by the Senator from New York. I under- 
stand that there is additional evidence to be introduced, and I trust that 
the Senate will assent to the recommittal of the bill. 

Mr. MILLER, of New York. I ask unanimous consent for that pur- 


pose. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. There being no objection, the vote by 
which the bill was indefinitely postponed will be reconsidered and the 
bill recommitted to the Committee on Pensions. 

AMENDMENT TO A BILL. 

Mr. BLAIR submitted an amendment intended to be proposed by 
him to the bill (H. R. 1410) to amend the pension laws by increasing 
the pensions of soldiers and sailors who have lost an arm or a leg in the 


service; which was referred to the Committee on Pensions, and ordered 
to be printed. 


INTERNAL REVENUE AND TARIFF DUTIES. 
The Senate, as in Committee of the Whole, resumed the consideration 
of the bill (H. R. 5538) to reduce internal-revenue taxation. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. 


Schedule B will be proceeded with, 





7 





Mr. PLATT. Yesterday I reserved the right to propose an amend 
ment tothe item about varnishes, but as I understand that amendments 
may be made as well in the Senate as in Committee of the Whole, | 
shall reserve the amendment until the bill comes into the Senate. 1 
desire to obtain some further information in relation to the matter. 1 
think there should be a serious reduction on the article of varnishes 
below what the committee have reported. 

Mr. BECK. Yesterday | asked leave to reserve until this morning 
the amendments offered by the Senator from Vermont [Mr. Morriu} 
upon all that portion of Schedule A relating to aleoholic preparations 
I did so forthe purpose of sending the bill as moditied by those amend 
ments to the Commissioner of Internal Revenue this morning, who had 
furnished the committee with a long and somewhat complicated state- 
ment of changes which he thought ought to be made, many of which 
were not approved by the committee, and others substituted in their 
place. I have not had an opportunity this morning (being in a session 
of a committee until the Senate met and looking somewhat into the 
Post-Oflice appropriation bill since that time as a member of the Com- 
mittee on Appropriations) tomake the comparisonand examination that 
I hoped to be able to do before this hour this morning. 1 will reserve 
whatever amendments I may see fit to offer in regard to those items until 
the bill reaches the Senate, having no reason to believe that | shall then 
offer any, as other members of the committee who have looked into the 
matter believe it is now right. I state that as a reason why | do not 
now ask to go back to those amendments. 

Mr. LAPHAM. Before the reading of the bill is proceeded with, I 
ask to go back to lines 227 and 228, the consideration of which was re 
served when the item was reached; and [ offer in connection with that 
item the amendment which I send to the Chair. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. 
tion to going back. 

Mr. COCKRELL. I reserved those lines. 

Mr. MORRILL. I think the Senator from New York reserved the 
item or had it reserved. 

Mr. COCKRELL. I will say to the Senator from Vermont that I 
reserved it expressly 

Mr. LAPHAM. ‘The Senator from Missouri expressly reserved it, 
and I offer the amendment which I now send to the Chair. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The amendment will be reported. 

The ACTING SECRETARY. It is proposed to strike out lines 227 and 
228 in the following words: 


The Chairsupposes there is no objec 


All imitations of natural mineral waters, and all artificial mineral waters, 
per cent. ad valorem. 

And in lieu thereof to insert: 

Mineral waters, 3 cents per bottle or jug 

Mr. ALLISON. 
jug? 

Mr. LAPHAM. 

Mr. INGALLS. 
this form. 

Mr. LAPHAM. IL ask the Secretary to read a brief statement in sup 
port of the amendment which I send to the desk. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The communication will be read 

The Acting Secretary yead as follows: 


Suppose they should not be imported in a bottle or 


They are not imported in any other way. 
They probably would be if the law were put ia 


MINERAL WATERA. 

All imported mineral waters should pay duty, first, because there are impor 
tant home intereststo protect; and, second, because they are luxuries from which 
revenue should be derived. 

There are about 8,000,000 bottles of mineral waters imported annually, 90 per 
cent. of which are artificial—mostly sparkling table waters 

As the present law is construed by the Secretary of the Treasury, these waters 
pay no duty. It is believed that his construction of the law is erroneous, and 
that an annual revenue of about $400,000 should be derived from this source under 
the existing law 

There should be a specific duty on mineral waters of not less than 3 cents per 
bottle or jug. A duty of 3 cents would secure a revenue of $240,000 per annum, 
andafford some protection to home interests. An ad valorem duty would yield 
little revenue, forthe reason that the waters are invoiced so low as todeteat the 
object of the law. 

The cost of mineral waters in Europe is trifling, and the cost of labor, bottles, 
bottling, &e., much cheaper than in this country 

The owners of natural mineral springs and the manufacturers of mineral wa 
ters in this country have invested many millionsof-dollars in their business, and 
employ thousands of men—between 3,000 and 4,000 in the city of New York alone 
And there are mineral-water factories in most of the important cities and towns 
in the country. 

The admission of 8,000,000 bottles of mineral waters fre 
annually, is a positive injury to the business of the ¢! 


ri 
sbottler 


brome 


val duty, 


i anulacturers ip 


this country. It is equally detrimental to the business of the bottlers, who em- 
ploy a large amount of capital and many thousands of laborers 

The various interests above referred to place this question among the impor 
tant ones to be considered in connection with the tarill 

I. R. 5538 should be amended as follows 

“Strike out lines 227 and 228, page 16, and insert in licu thereof the following 

“* Mineral waters, 3 cents per bottle or jug.’ 

“Strike out line 1875, page 83."' 

Mr. LAPHAM. In order to obviate the suggestion of the honor 
able Senator from lowa[ Mr. ALLIS. |, which had not occurred to me, 


as this amendment was sent to me tu be introduced, and at the sugges 
tion of the chairman of the Finance Committee f ask leave to modify 
my amendment by taking the provision which I find in the bill which 
passed the House, the report of the Committee on Ways and Means of 
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the House, page 11, lines 245to 249, I ask tosubstitute those lines in 
lieu of the amendment I sent to the Secretary’s desk. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. We have no such bill here. 

Mr. LAPHAM. It is on our tables. 

Mr. ALLISON. I make the point of order that it is not in order to 
allude to a tariff bill which may have passed or may be pending in the 
House 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. 
before us 
Mr. BECK The bill of the House is on our tables. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. 1t may be on Senators’ tables. 


We have no such bill of the House 


Mr. BECK. 1 object to bringing the action of the House before the 
Senate. It is not in order. 

Mr. LAVHAM. Ido not bring the action of the House before the 
Senate. | ofler the language of that bill as my amendment, in lieu of 


the amendment I first sent up. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. 

Mr. ALLISON. 
the other House. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. 
occurred in the other ILouse. 

Mr. LAPILAM. I have not stated what occurred in the other House. 
I stated that | found those words in a printed document on my desk, 
and I asked to substitute them for the amendment that I first pro- 
posed. 

Mr. ALLISON. That is all right. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The Secretary will read the amend- 
ment offered by the Senator from New York [Mr. LAPHAM]. 

The ACTING SECRETARY. It is proposed to strike out lines 227 and 
228 and to insert in lieu thereof: 


The Senator has a right to do that. 
But he has no right to allude to what occurred in 


He has no right to allude to what 


Natural and imitation mineral waters and all wholly artificial mineral waters 
containing not more than one quart each, 3 cents per bottle or jug; containing 
more than one quart or fraction thereof, 3 cents additional for each bottle or jug. 

Mr. MORRILL. I desire to say in relation to this proposition— 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The Senator from New York has the 
floor. 

Mr. LAVHAM. I yield to the Senator from Vermont. 

Mr. MORRILL. IL would not take the floor from the Senator from 
New York. I thought the Senator was through. 

Mr. LAPHAM. Certainly, I yield. 

Mr. MORRILL. My impression is that all natural mineral waters 
ought to come in entirely free. I have no objection to, putting any sort 
of duty upon the imitations or the artificial mineral waters. I think 
that some duty should be placed upon the bottles, but 3 cents would 
be a great deal too high, probably at least 200 per cent. on the bottles. 
If there was any duty to be placed upon them at all, it should be at a 
lower rate, and perhaps it should be made specific, probably 14 cents a 
pound. ‘The small pint bottles weigh less than a pound, and the quart 
bottles weigh more. But I really think that the natural mineral waters 
from abroad, which differ essentially from those which we have in this 
country, for instance like apollinaris water, an article of large con- 
sumption, ought to come in as they do now, entirely free. 

Mr. BECK. Mr. President, this seems to be the last straw, and they 
say it was the last one that broke the camel’s back, that natural min- 
eral waters are a home industry. 1 suppose the Saratoga Springs were 
flowing there before ever a white man approached the American conti- 
nent, and that they will continue to flow, and because Mr. Hathorne, 
or anybody else who happens to get possession of those springs, desires 
a monopoly against all the world and all the waters that anybody may 
want to drink, the proposition is now made to levy a duty on im- 
ported mineral waters. There was a story told once, at a time when 
England was taxing everything until Sidney Smith burlesqued it in his 
inimitable way, which I will repeat. Dean Swift had a little country 
place in a hilly part of Ireland. 
the fogs of London, went to pay him a visit. After being there a little 
while she said that the air was perfectly delicious. The dean laid his 
hand on her shoulder and said, *‘ Madam, do not speak of it; they will 
tax it.’’ This is coming as near that condition of things as anything I 
know of. 

Mr, COCKRELL, Is not this a luxury ? 

Mr. BECK. Aluxury! Has not a man a right, if he desires to have 
water that he thinks is good for his health, to enjoy it without paying 
3 cents a bottle to put into the pocket of somebody who owns a little 
Saratoga spring or something else? If we were struggling for revenue, 
and it was a matter of life or death to the Government that we should 
have a large revenue, that might be one consideration; but the struggle 
now is to get clear of the surplus revenue. We are paying $81,000,000 
for six months of this year on the principal of the national debt, when, 
as the Senator from Missouri, who asks if this is not aluxury, very well 
knows that under the arrangement of our bonds we can only pay $26,- 
000,000 a year from now until 1907, when the last of the bonds fall due. 
And now, because somebody is likely to get water that may do him 
good, or which the doctors may advise him to use, as Vichy, if he is 
sick, or if it is prescribed for the health of his family, he is to pay trib- 
ute to somebody living in Saratoga. I look at it as simply an outrage. 

Mr. LAPHAM. The amendment that I first offered did not include 
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natural mineral waters in terms. The substitute which I offer does in 
terms include natural and imitation mineral waters. I have no desire 
whatever to impose a duty upon natural mineral waters; because they are 
not brought into this country in very large quantities; but I wish to do 
so upon the imitations, which the Secretary of the Treasury has ruled 
as a matter of law in the Department can come in free under the pro- 
vision of the present tariff permitting natural mineral waters to come 
in free. Artificial waters in vast quantities come into the country now 
free of duty under that decision. The object of the amendment is to 
strike at that evil, and to relieve the Treasury Department from the 
trouble to which it has been subjected in determining that question. 

These artificial mineral waters come in at a mere nominal price, and 
an ad valorum duty upon them amounts to nothing whatever. They 
are purely articles of luxury, and they are thrown in here in competi- 
tion with our natural mineral waters without paying anything what- 
ever, whereas by the imposition of a 3 per cent. bottle tax, as is now 
proposed, not only a fair revenue would be obtained but probably the 
importation of them would be to some extent restricted. 

Mr. ALLISON. If the Senator will allow mea moment, do I under- 
stand him simply to desire a change in the phraseology of line 228, so 
as to require a specific duty instead of an ad valorem duty ? 

Mr. LAPHAM. That is all the change that I desire. 

Mr. ALLISON. Then I submit to him that he can do it very readily 
by inserting instead of 30 per cent. ad vaiorem the specilic duty that he 
proposes, 

Mr. LAPHAM. I willconsent tothat modification. My only object 
is to make this a specific duty. In answer to the suggestion of the Sen- 
ator from Vermont that 3 cents a bottle is too much of a tax upon these 
waters if they contain anything whatever of any value, I suggest that this 
very bill imposes a tax of 3 cents per bottle upon all bottles containing 
wines which are imported into this country. 

Mr. MORRILL. I willsay to the Senator that the bottles containing 
champagne are very much more valuable than the lower-priced bottles, 
which contain nothing but beer or mineral water. 

Mr. INGALLS. How does the amendment stand now, Mr. Presi- 
dent? 

Mr. ALLISON. As modified. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. It will be reported. 

The ACTING SECRETARY. It is proposed to strike out lines 227 and 
228 and to insert in lieu thereof: 

Natural and imitation mineral waters and all wholly artificial mineral waters 
containing not more than one quart each, 3 cents per bottle or jug; containing 
more than one quart or fraction thereof, 3 cents additional foreach bottle or jug. 

Mr. INGALLS. I move to amend the amendment by striking out 
the words ‘‘natural and”? in the first line of the proposed amendment. 

Mr. MORRILL. I thought the Senator from New York consented 
to amend the text of the bill according to the suggestion made by the 
Senator from Iowa. 

Mr. INGALLS. I asked the Chair what the question pending was, 
and he answered by what was read by the Secretary. 

The PRESIDENT protempore. That is all the Chair now understands 
to be the amendment of the Senator from New York. 

Mr. MORRILL. I think the Senator from New York intended to 
modify it. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. 
modify his amendment ? 

Mr. LAPHAM. I consent to take the suggestion of the Senator from 
Towa and in line 228 will move to strike out ‘‘30 per cent. ad valorem”’ 
and to insert: 

Three cents per bottle or jug of not more than one quart each, and 3 cents for 
each additional quart or fraction thereof. 

So as to make lines 227 and 228 read: 

All imitations of natural mineral waters and all artificial mineral waters, 5 
cents per bottle or jug of not more than one quart each, and 3 cents for each 
additional quart or fraction thereof. 

Mr. ALLISON. That makes the amendment now apply to all arti- 
ficial mineral waters ? 

Mr. LAPHAM. To purely artificial mineral waters. 

Mr. BECK. And is a raising of the tariff upon them about 100 per 
cent. above what it now is. 

Mr. MORRILL. The Senator is mistaken. 

Mr. ALLISON. The Senator from Kentucky is mistaken about that. 

Mr. MORRILL. The duty is now 3 cents a bottle and 25 per cent. 
ad valorem. 

Mr. SHERMAN. But the amendment as now proposed does not 
reach what the Senator from New York wished to accomplish. 

Mr. BECK. I mean that it raises the tariffabout 100 per cent. above 
the 30 per cent. ad valorem proposed in the bill. 

Mr. VANCE. In other words it will be equivalent to about 60 per 
cent. ad valorem. 

Mr. BECK. It will be equivalent to about 60 per cent. 

Mr. ALLISON. I think 3 cents per quart is about 20 per cent. 

Mr. BECK. I beg pardon. 

Mr. ALLISON. If the Senator will turn to his own tablea he will 
see that these waters now pay 3 cents a bottle and 25 per cent. ad valo- 
rem. 


Does the Senator from New York 
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Mr. ALDRICH. The unit of value last year was 11.1 cents per} The item in lines 41 


bottle. q 

Mr. ALLISON. That is about 20 per cent. 

Mr. ALDRICH. Three cents a bottle would be about equivalent to 
2 per cent. ad valorem. 

Mr. ALLISON. That is what I endeavored to state. 

Mr. VANCE. I rose, Mr. President, to inquire if the object of this 
duty was to protect artificial mineral waters manufactured in this coun- 
try ‘in counterfeit of the natural? Ifso, I think it is against good mor- 
ality as well as health. I think there ought to be a prohibitory duty 
levied upon all these infernal concoctions which pass for mineral waters 
in imitation of the natural. If we are to have protection, I think the 
protection ought to be all around. Mostof the bottles, I believe, have 
the corks secured with wire. There ought to be a duty levied on the 
wire in behalf of the Pennsylvania iron interest. I am not sure that 


any corks are produced in this country, or I should move thata tariff 
Let us have the whole thing protected, if 


be levied on the corks also. 
we go in for protection at all. 

Mr. VEST. Mr. President, it is very evident that the demand for 
this increased duty and this specific duty does not come from the con- 
sumers of this country, whether they belong to the very wealthy classes 
or the middle classes or the poorer classes. It comes from the manu- 
facturers of artificial mineral waters, and it is intended to give them a 
monopoly. 


A very respectable gentleman, a constituent of mine, in the city of 


Saint Louis, has sent me a brief argument on this question addressed 
to Mr. CARLISLE, of Kentucky. Iask the Secretary toread it. Itcomes 
from the American Mineral Water Company. Out of the two millions 
and a quarter of people whom I represent I have only heard from one 
or two manufacturers of mineral water in regard to this matter; the rest 
seem to be very indifferent on the subject. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The Secretary will read what the 
Senator from Missouri has sent to the desk. 

The Acting Secretary read as follows: 

Deak Str: The undersigned respectfully submit their views in accordance 
with those expressed by other mineral water manufacturers on the following 

in the Tariff Commission report: 

* All imitations of natural mineral waters and wholly artificial mineral waters, 
3% per cent, ad valorem.” 

his provision will yield no revenue, because practically no mineral waters 
embraced by it are being imported. The great bulk of highly effervescent table 
waters, although artificially impregnated with carbonic acid, are neither imita- 
tions of natural mineral waters nor are they wholly artificial, because the water 
and the carbonic acid of natural springs are used in their manufacture and there- 
fore would come in duty free. They are luxury waters, constituting over 90 per 
cent. of the entire importation of mineral waters which, under the present tariff, 
if properly applied, should have paid over $300,000 duty for the current year. 

Special Treasury Agent Colonel Tichenor, in a recent report on German min- 
eral waters, designates as dutiable such waters as taunus, rheuse, &c., although 
the changes made in the above before bottling are less than in the case of the 
Apollinaris Spring. 

Considering that most imported mineral waters are Inxuries, it would seem 
that the best way of adjusting the matter, and of avoiding confusion, trouble, and 
expense, would be to imposeareasonable duty of, say ,30 cents per dozen bottles 
or jugs upon all mineral waters. 

This would impose a reasonable duty upon a foreign luxury the importation 
of which has grown to such enormous proportions as to overshadow and injure 
all domestic mineral water interests. 

But should it be deemed advisable to admit natural mineral waters free of duty, 
then we suggest that the above quoted paragraph in the Tariff Commission re- 
port be made to read as follows: 

“All mineral and other waters, for any purpose impregnated with carbonic 
acid or other minerals by artificial means, 30 cents per dozen bottles or jugs.”’ 

Most respectfully submitted. 

Hon, Joun G. CARLISLE, M. C., Washington, D. C. 


Mr. VEST. I will simply say that the idea that the mineral springs 


of the United States, the natural springs which gush from the sides of 


the mountains in almost every neighborhood and township, not to say 
county, throughout the length and breadth of the Union, need this 
tariff duty to protect them from the natural or manufactured mineral 
waters of foreign countries is simply a monstrous absurdity. ‘The Sen- 
ator from Delaware [Mr. SAULSBURY ] says that this is a movement for 
the protection of American labor. What I have presented in the shape 
of a letter coming from a manufacturer of mineral waters shows the 
view of the gentlemen who manufacture them. Weare asked now seri- 
ously in the interest of that company to put upon the thousands and 
millions of people in the United States who consume mineral waters, 


according to their own taste or according to medical necessity, a tax of 


3 cents a bottle on those who drink the seltzer water or the apolli- 
naris that is brought here. 


The pretense is made that it is giving revenue to the amount of 


$300,000, while at the same time it puts upon the consumers of the 
United States this tax coming directly out of their pockets. 

It is stated in this letter that these waters are luxuries. An argu- 
ment could be made which I think would absolutely destroy that asser- 
tion. They are medical waters; they are prescribed in a great many 
eases. In one word, I am opposed to the whole thing. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The question is on agrecing to the 
amendment of the Senator from New York [Mr. LAPHAM]. 

The amendment was rejected. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. 


1 l The Senate will now proceed with 
the consideration of Schedule B. 


110 to 415, inclusive, was read and agreed to, as 


follows: 


Schedule B.—Earthen-ware and glass 


-ware 
Brown earthen-ware, common stone-ware, gasretorts, and stone-ware not 
ornamented, 25 per cent. ad valorem 
The item from line 414 to line 417, inclusive, was read, as follows 


China, porcelain, parian, and bisque ware, including plaques. ornamenta, 
charms, vases, and statuettes, painted, printed, or gilded, or otherwise decorated 
or ornamented in any manner, @ per cent, ad valorem 

Mr. BECK. Mr. President, | donot propose toargue these questions 
I only desire before we pass upon them to call attention to them. 

The first item in the schedule, ** brown earthen-ware, common stone 
ware,’’ &c., upon which a duty of 25 per cent. ad valorem is imposed 
by the bill, is the same as the existing law; but we make that in such 
quantities that we export it everywhere, and the whole import of it 
amounts to only $9,000. It would not make any difference whether 
the duty was 20 per cent. or 100 per cent. or 500 x r cent 
body can compete with it. 

In the item just read the proposed increase is from 50 per cent. ad 
valorem to 60 per cent. ad valorem. The ‘Tariff Commission asked tor 
65 per cent. and the Senate committee recommend 60. Many of those 
things are luxuries, if you choose to so term them. On that item of 
china, porcelain, and other things the rate is now 45 per cent. ad valo 
rem. ‘Theitem beginning at line 421 is an important one, and is as fol 
lows: 


, because no 


All other earthern, stone, and crockery ware, white, glazed, edged, printed 
painted, dipped, or cream-colored, composed of earthy or mineral substances 
not specially enumerated or provided for in this act, 50 per cent. ad valorem 


The present law is 40 per cent. ad valorem. The Senate committe. 
proposes 50 per cent. ad valorem; the Tariff Commission recommends 
55 per cent. ad valorem. It will be observed that they are all increases 
except the first item, which does not amount to anything, and in re 
gard to which it makes no difference what the duty is, because none is 
or can be imported. 

Mr. PUGH. The entire schedule is increased. 

Mr. BECK. The entire schedule is much increased. For example, 
if the commission bill is carried out, for it isonly in regard to that that 
comparisons can be made, the china, porcelain, parian, and bisque ware, 
of which the value imported was $2,075,707.90, on which the duty col 
lected last year was $1,037,853.97, would yield $1,349,210.16, or an 
increase of over $310,000. If we were seeking for a revenue and to 
increase our revenues this would be valuable because it would be an 
increase of revenue and of course an increase of the burdens as well 

Mr. SAULSBURY. Provided we imported as much. 

Mr. BECK. Provided we imported as much; and perhaps we should 
impert as much or nearly as much as is now done. These are gener 
ally high-priced goods, and people who desire to ornament their houses 
with fine sets of china would not, in all probability, care much about 
the price. 

On the item beginning at line 418, ‘‘china, porcelain, parian, and 
bisque ware, plain white, and not ornamented or decorated in any man 
ner,’’ the duty is now 45 per cent.; by the commission it is proposed 
to be put at 60 per cent. ; and by the bill as reported itis fixed at 55 per 
cent. If the report of the commission were carried out, there would be 
an increase of about $50,000 revenue if the same quantity was imported 
On the plain earthen, stone, and crockery ware, the importation of which 
was large, at 40 per cent. the revenue was $1,775,294.93. If the same 
amount was imported at 55 per cent. as recommended, that would be 
an increase of 374 per cent., producing $2,441,030.55 or $665,735.62 
above the present duty. I have not made the calculation at 56 per cent 
as proposed by the Senate committee. ‘This last class is used by all the 
people of the United States. 

Mr. VANCE. The first and last are 

Mr. BECK. The first may not be used by all, but the last certainly 
is. I object to the raising of these duties, and for the reasons which | 
shall state. They are an absolute necessity, especially the last clase, 
on which we propose to increase the duties from 40 to 50 pereent. We 
have given to the manufacturers of those goods since the present tariff, 
which provided 40 per cent. ad valorem, a great m 
they did not have at the time the tariff was enacted. For example, we 
put by the present bill the duty on refined borax, which they use in 
very large quantities, at 3 cents a pound instead of 10 cents, as now 
That isa reduction of 70 per cant. on refined borax. Litharge, 
they use largely, we have reduced 331 per cent 
to 2 cents apound. China clay, or kaolin, we have reduced 40 pet 
cent., or $35a ton. Feldspar, which they use largely, from 20 per cent 
we have put on the free-list. A large number of the articles that they 
use have been free for some time. Stilts and spurs, which are used in 
the perfection of earthen-ware, were 24 per cent. when the present 
tariff was enacted. That we have made free since that time. 

The following raw materials are free now, and it is proposed to con 
tinue them so: JPorax or tincal, crude; flint-stones and ground flint 
stilts and spurs; cobalt, ore of; magnets, and bolting-cloths. 


iny privileges that 


which 
,or from 3 cents a pound 





We have reduced the duty on a great many other things. Hair pen 
cils which they use, it is proposed to reduce by the bill from 35 per cent 
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to 30 per cent. Indeed on nearly all the items which are most used by 
these manufacturers we have reduced the rates, and put a great many 
upon the free-list. The object has been to bring down the price of 
these articles by giving their manufacturers free materials. 

It is claimed that by taking off the duty on crates and transportation 
from the inland to the seaboard we have substantially reduced 15 per 
cent. I hold in my hand a paper which I do not care to take time ~ 
read, ‘'a brief statement of facts concerning the tariff on pottery,’ 
which a very large number of cases are given from actual lendiiiiens. 
in which it is shown that 5 per cent. is in fact about the reduction that 
is made by taking off the duty on crates and commissions and other 
charges before reaching the seaboard instead of 10 per cent or 15 per 
vent., and we have made reductions of at least 5 per cent. by the addi- 
tions we have made to the free-list of the things which I have named. 

I submit the following extracts from the statement to which I refer: 


The honorable Tariff Commission, in its report, on page 13, goes on further to 
state 

‘This recommendation, as to increase (of 15 per cent.) of duties, is largely more 
apparent than real, as it will be observed that the proposed abolition of duties 
upon packages, inland freights, charges, and commissions, affects this species of 
earthenware in general use more seriously, perhaps, than any other article em- 
braced in the tariff schedule.” 

The latter part of this remark is quite true, but as to the former remark, that 
the abolition of duties on inland charges, packages, &c., offsets the increase 
recommended in the tariff, is refuted by the following statistics; referring you 
to the table on page 760 ( Tariff Commission's Report) : 

One hundred crates of earthenware as now imported— 


Net cost of ware at Staffordshire potteries.................... ‘ oe 

Charges and commission, free on board at Liverpool..........................s0008 Tu 

3, 763 

Duty, 40 per cent ness 2005 
The duty according to the recomme ndation of Tariff Commission— 

Cost of ware at Staffordshire potteries....................cccceccecce eee eeeteeeeneeeeee es .. 38,019 

Beaty, GB er COM. ivescscnsscescossceve sesnsa sescocuve sscnonessovesnesonsesccssoussbecsosssenesseseeneses 1,660 


Showing an advance of $155 on $1 505, or over 10 per cent. increase in duty. 

According to the change proposed by the Committee on Ways and Means, 
placing ordinary printed earthen-ware in the same class as highly decorated 
china, as we see by the press is proposed— 
Net cost of ware at Staffordshire POULETIOS............000000.00esecrerserercosseonecssees $3,019 00 
Duty, 65 per cent, on $1,509, assuming the ——— to consist of 50 

per cent, of white granite, and printed or colored.....................ccceeeeees 981 00 
Duty, 55 per cent. on $1,510, assuming the importations to consist of 50 

per cent. of white granite, and printed or colored.........................00000 SSL 00 


OIG cnnisncinteresenetiiiaiain nchlihbien inisinasihiin ties aibitbinhiinaa titans tncninineteqeidaie 1,812 00 
Showing an advance of $307 on $1,505, or 20 per cent, increase in duty. 

These figures are based upon the adoption of the recommendation that the 
duties be abolished on packages, charges, inland freight, &c. Should this rec- 
eommendation not be embodied in the tariff, then the atease would be greater 
than the percentage above noted, 

And we submit further calculation, made up from actual importations, show- 
ing how white and decorated china will be affected. 

TARIFF AS AT PRESENT ASSESSED. 


Thirty-two cases white china, cost of ware at Limoges.............. sesessecee Say 190 OO 
(Charges and commission, free on board, Bordeaux.......... ‘ 


2, 305 00 
Sees Neeee Ni epehiatpseneuinesoesnensnontins 1,037 25 
ACOORDING TO RECOMMENDATION OF TARIFF COMMISSION, 


ei i IG is caciachinciniintis edeiniatedgintennntemietivenyannnndendneeunnsceoniih $2,130 00 
atta, GE OR’ CBM viseiatesecaireensnsvicveiege cists vorovitdagncarnmemereneesnecspesvenies 1,171 50 
Showing an increase of $134.25 on $1,037.25, or 13 per cent, increase in 
duty. 
This is without duty on packages, charges, &c.; and should their rec- 
ommendation not be accepted as regards abolition of duty on pack - 
ages, charges, &c., the duty would be 55 per cent. on $2,305................. 1,267 75 
Showing an increase of $230.50 on $1,087.25, or 22} per cent. in duty. 


TARIFF AS AT PRESENT ASSESSED. 


Duty, 4) per cent.. 


Fifteen cases decorated china, cost of ware at Meiasen.......................... $1, 245 00 
Charges and commission, free on board, at Hamburg.......................... 99 00 

1,344 00 
Duty, ) per cent............... . eveseees 672 00 


ACCORDING TO RECOMMENDATION OF TARIFF COMMISSION, 


Cost of ware at Meissen... risettevabiiimavitinnddalls tadiaedineiaimeeied $1,245 00 
Se AMIN CARTED \.<,,.cxrenth saninpensonensseeninepeeeniinin memmnasineensnnnieaeiiinenciigpeniae S09 25 
Showing an increase of $137.25 on n $672, or 20) per cent. increase in duty. 
This is without duty on packages, charges, commission, &c.; and should 

their recommendation not be ‘accepted as regards abolition of duty 

on packages, charges, &c., the duty would be 65 per cent. on $1,344.. 873 60 
Showing an inerease of $201.60 on $672, or 30 per cent. in duty. 

TARIFF AS AT PRESENT ASSESSED. 


fhirty-three casks of decorated china-ware, cost of ware at Limoges... $1,802 00 
<harwee and commission, free on board, at Bordeaux............... ......... 188 00 


1,990 00 
cone 995 00 
ACCORDING TO RECOMMENDATION OF TARIFF COMMISSION, 
EE Ee Tee aE ee FF 
eth, GB Ga WR id cccrtabessp resenting nregyeinnntpeienintnns tenn essmsenetiinateaneenneupeta 1,171 30 
Showing an increase of $176.30 on $995, or 172 per cent. increase in 
duty. This is without duty on packages, charges, conumission, &c.; 
and should their recommendation not be accepted as regards aboli- 
tion of duty on pasnga, charges, &c., the duty would be 65 per cent. 
on $1,000, . 1,293 50 
Showing an increase ¢ of $298.50 on $995, or B0per cent. increase induty. 


Duty, 50 per cent 


TARIFF AS AT PRESENT ASSESSED. 


8 gold band (decorated) china, cost of ware at Limoges...... 571 00 
and commission, free on board, Bordeaux...................cs0e0.sesee 53 00 


Ten cas 
Charges 






624 00 
innekeres 312 00 


Duty, 50 per cent 





ACCORDING TO RECOMMENDATION OF TARIFF COMMISSION. 





Cost of ware at Limoges $571 00 
AE EEE TE ES Ee AEE EAL 371 15 
Showing an increase of $59.15 on ms, = 19 per cent. in duty 

This is without duty on packages, cha . &e.; and should their recom- 


mendation not be accepted as segnede @ abolition of duty on packages, 
charges, &c., the duty would be 65 per cent. on $624 
Showing an increase of $93.60 on $312, or 30 per cent. increase in duty. 


The present rate of duty is all that these people ask, ail that they 
ought to have; and as we are reducing on an average 25 per cent. on 
everything else, if we allow those things to stand where they are, simply 
taking off the charges on crates and increasing the free-list and reduc- 
ing their raw material, surely we have done better by them than any 
other industry expects us to do. 

I shall therefore, whenever I have an opportunity, move to return to 
the present rates of duty, simply allowing these things to remain as 
they are now, at 50 per cent. instead of 60 per cent. in the first class, 
at 45 per cent. instead of 55 per cent. in the second class, and at 40 per 
cent. instead of 50 per cent. in the third class. Admitting that the 
people of the country are getting the benefit of the reduction already 

‘aused by removing the very serious and embarrassing and annoying 
and, especially in ad valorem cases sometimes, if you please, fraudulent 
amounts charged upon freights and transportation and commission 
and drayage from the city to which goods come, we have compensated 
them very fully by the increase of the articles that they necessarily use 
upon the free-list; and by the reduction of those that are not made free, 

as in the case of borax 70 per cent., in the case of litharge 33 per cent., 

in the case of china-clay or kaolin 40 per cent., in the case of feldspar, 
making it free, and with the other reductions that we have made from 
time to time in the articles that they use, we have substantially left 
them where they are, far better off, I think, than they are under the 
present tariff, especially if you reduce other things to the extent we 
propose. Therefore I shall move as we proceed with these items to 
make the reductions I have indicated. 

Mr. MORRILL. It ought to be remembered by Senators who have 
read the report of the Tariff Commission or the present bill, that the 
abolition of inland freights, commissions, and charges for consular cer- 
tificates, will take off about 5 per cent. upon all articles that are now 
dutiable, and upon such articles as glass and crockery-ware it will cer- 
tainly not take off less than 10 per cent. In the statements that were 
presented to the Tariff Commission, it will be seen that one hundred 
crates brought in here with the duties computed at the rate of the pres- 
ent charges, and with the present charges omitted, would absolutely 
make a difference of at least 10 per cent. The Tariff Commission 
thought these manufacturers ought to have 15 per cent. in addition to 
compensate them, not only for this but for the extreme closeness with 
which business had tobe carried on in the manufacture of these arti- 
cles. 

The Senator from Kentucky has referred to the reduction that we pro- 
pose to make on borax and litharge. It will be a mere trifleif it were 
to become a law, in no way adequate to compensate for the loss of 5 or 
10 per cent. duties upon thesearticles. Besides that, if the Senator had 
read the bill that comes to us from the House this morning he would 
find that the House was not in favor 

Mr. BECK. I object again, and I intend to continue to object, to any 
statement made on this floor as towhat the House has done or proposes 
to do, as being out of order. I have nodoubt that there are members 
of that House committee, if I dared to speak of them, who would pro- 
hibit anything 

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr. INGALLs in the chair). If the 
Senator from Kentucky desires tosubmit a point of order, it should be 
done briefly, that the Chair may decide upon it. 

Mr. BECK. Iobject to an allusion towhat the House hasdone. The 
Senator from Vermont has called me to order more than once; I am 
more frequently guilty of this than he; and therefore I propose that he 
shall be in order. 

Mr. MORRILL. I will not transgress any rule of the Senate, and 
I think I would not have done so if I had made the statement precisely 
as I intended to make it. But to ease the mind of the Senator from 
Kentucky I will refer to a bill now on our tables and say that should 
it be preferred by Congress instead of the Senate bill no reductions 
would be made in these raw materials that are used, but if there were 
such a reduction it is too insignificant to be accounted for in this way 








| by a reduction of the duties upon crockery-ware. 


So far as the revenue is concerned there will be just about the same 
amount of revenue received that there was before, not more, and I do 
not think much less, and the articles will be offered to the public her 
as low as they ever have been. If this policy of encouraging the pro- 
duction of these articles so useful and so extensively demanded throug! 
out the country is continued it will not be a great while before the clays 
of the Southwestern States of this country will be used, and we shall 
make all that we require for consumption instead of about one-hal!. | 
trust, therefore, that the amendment of the Senator from Kentuc ky 
will not prevail. 

Mr. HOAR, 

Mr. BECK. 


Let the amendment be reported. 
My proposition is to strike out 60 per cent. and insort 
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50 per cent. ad valorem in line 417. I hold in my hand a list of actual 
importations under each of these classes, by which it may be seen that 
5 per cent. instead of 10 or 15 per cent. is the actual amount of reduc- 
tion, because of the freights and charges in crates, commissions, &c. I 
have no doubt the Senator from Vermont has seen it as it has been pre- 
pared by men who are engaged in the trade with great accuracy even 
down to a cent. 

Mr. MORRILL. The Senator from Kentucky knows very well that 
the statements on either side have to be taken with a grain of salt. 

Mr. BECK. To that I agree. 

Mr. MORRILL. And that statement must be so received. 

Mr. BECK. The exact amount is figured out. 

Mr. MORRILL. A statement made by an importer, as that is, 
while the importer may be disposed to state the truth, will not agree 
with the statement of the manufacturer, whois equally disposed tostate 
the truth. 

Mr. BECK. Iam not vouching foreither. They are like other peo- 
ple, perhaps. ; ; 

Mr.SAULSBURY. Mr. President, we are engaged in very important 
legislation. At the last session of Congress there was a general admis- 
sioh on both sides of the Chamber that we were raising more revenue by 
duties upon imports than was necessary, and that there ought to be a 
reduction of taxation. Now, when this bill comes to the Senate we find 
that while there are reductions in some things there is an iucrease of 
duties upon other articles which are essential and important to every 
class of people in this country. 

There is nothing which is in more common use than the character of 
articles on which the duty is proposed to be increased by this bill— 
articles which enter into everybody’s family, for the poorest people of 
the country as well as the rich have to use them. Ido not see why 
upon articles of that kind which enter into general consumption, where 
a reduction would relieve people of all classes of society, we should 
not reduce the taxation. If you want to increase the duty on any 
articles increase it upon those that enter into consumption only by the 
more wealthy—those which are luxuries, or which are used because 
people are able’on account of their means to use them. 

It seems to me that we are not engaged in a discussion of this bill 
with a view to reduce taxation, but that on the other side of this Cham- 
ber the great effort is to protect certain interests in this country. We 
must have revenue, but I am in favor of putting the bill insuch ashape 
as to yield a sufficient amount of revenue to the Government. Ido not 
want to see the Government crippled in its revenues. I want to see 
such @ tariff adjustment as will secure to the Government all necessary 
revenue and at the same time will give to the people of this country, 
especially those who are least able to bear the burdens of the Govern- 
ment, the proper relief from taxation. 

This stone-ware and some of these other articles are matters in re- 
gard to which we can afford some relief to the poor classes of people, 
and yet it is proposed to increase the duty on those very articles. *] am 
opposed to an increase upon mattersof that kind. I am in favor of re- 
ducing, as the Senator from Kentucky has said, the tariff on the raw 
material. We have already put some of those articles on the free-list, 
and there is a general reduction of 5 per cent. on the raw materials that 
enter into these articles. Yet we propose to raise the duty trom 50 per 
cent. to 60 per cent. and from 45 per cent. to 55 per cent. upon some 
of the articles. There is no justification for it. 

If the object is, as was intimated a while ago on the other side of the 
Chamber, to legislate so as to protect the industries of this country the 
dill is well adapted to accomplish that purpose. If, however, the ob- 
ject is to grant relief from taxation, then I say this bill isa failure, and 
the bill prepared by the Tariff Commission is a failure. 

We ought as legislators to address ourselves honestly and squarely 
to the question of the reduction of taxes, and we ought to so adjust the 
tariff that the people of this country shall be relieved from the burdens 
under which they have so long struggled. If the bill is passed as recom- 
mended by the Tariff Commission, or as reported from the Committee 
on Finance, there will be no sensible reduction of taxation upon the 
great body of the people. 

Iam therefore in favor of going over this bill in detail and cutting 
down taxation upon all those articles which enter into general con- 
sumption. 

Mr. HOAR. I believe I shall vote, if I have an opportunity, to make 
this duty 55 per cent., which is half way between the proposition of 
the Senator from Kentucky and the proposition of the committee, be- 
lieving on the authority of persons for whose judgment I have a high 
respect that 5 per cent. is enough to make a fair equivalent for the loss 

of the addition of charges which the Tariff Commission estimate at 10 





per cent. ° 

I wish to have read as containing my own views to some extent, so 
far as relates to this matter of charges only, at any rate containing a 
very excellent statement of the argument of the importers, a bricf letter | 
written me by an importer in my own city. Although he looks at this 
question from the point of view of the present interest against the duty, 
he is a person whose intelligence and integrity may be relied upon. 
The letter is very brief, and I should like to have the Secretary read it 


The letter was read, as follows: 
Worcrster, Mass., December 3), 1382 
DEAR Str: We have read with great surprise the report of the Tariff Commis- 


sion on earthen-ware. How any body of men could have arrived at such con- . 


clusion seems incomprehensible. The trade had looked with a feeling of ab 
solute certainty for a reduction of the duties to at least 30 per cent., and many 
had been confident that an investigation by candid men would lead to a recom- 
mendation of 25 percent. But instead of this we have an advance. The duty 
on these goods was advanced as a war measure to 40 per cent., which duty was 
levied on the goods and packages, and all costs of the goods delivered at tide-wa 
ter, so that the duty itself was about 3) per cent. on the cost of the goods alone, 
and the amount of protection afforded to the American maker by reason of this 
duty and the transportation and other expenses was on an average lot fully 90 
percent. That is surely protection with a vengeance, and we had felt certain 
that the most rabid protectionist would say that it was too much, and with the 
added influence that the temper of the people is strongly in favor of lower du 

ties on all merchandise the result could not possibly be other than a lower rate 
for the future, and we know that the most the American makers had hoped to 
accomplish was to keep the rate where it was. This is a matter of great impor 

tance to us and we trust you will bear with us in patience while we attempt to 
show its absurdity. Now, if the duty was abolished altogether the American 
maker would havea very large protection, owing to the very bulky nature of the 

goods and the extra loss from breakage incident to so long and expensive trans 

portation. 

We are told that the trade is languishing inthis country. This is true without 
doubt. Now why? Itissimply a question of quality. The productofthe makers 
in this country has had the great fault of failing in actual service, being soon cov 
ered with fine cracks in the glazing, which at once makes it absorb imipurities 
and unfit for use. This is a fault they have labored in vain to overcome, and to 
accomplish which they have tried every expedient, have tmported the best 
workmen from abroad, but without success. We have frequently been posi 
tively assured that this difficulty had been overcome, and we have made several 
attempts to use it (some of them recently), but each time with serious loss ; and 
it has come to be a settled conviction with the dealers that it never will be over 
come, owing to some inherent difficulties in the material found here. We lave 
been led toattempt to use it for several reasons which will appear plain to you 
First, it is cheaper than the foreign. Second, it involves much less cupital and 
labor to us from the ease and rapidity with which our stock is kept up and 
replenished, as we could do the same amount of business with half the stock 
that we are now obliged to carry on account of being so far from our base of sup 
plies. Third, the American product is in shape, color, and appearance much 
better than the average foreign product. These reasons have led us, us we say 
to repeated attempts to make use of the American product. [tis siniply a ques 
tion of quality in service, and when they do produce a good wearing article they 
can command the trade under a 25 per cent. duty. We do not at present offer 
for table use a single piece of it, or should we if the rate of duty wus increased 
as proposed. And we do not believe the increase would result in the more ex 
tended use of American goods, except to perhaps a very few who might from 
sheer necessity be compelled to buy alower costarticle, without regard to its in 
trinsic value. The result would only be to still further limit the sales of the 
dealers and to impose an additional burden on the purchaser. To the new house- 
keeper the price they now have to pay for their crockery always startles them 
and is the dearest of all the things they have to buy, and seemsto them, and does 
cost beyond its seeming value. It is the ambition of every good housekeeper, 
however poor, to present an attractive table, and is one of the prides of the home 
but the price of all except the plainest articles are beyond their reach, Thisisa 
hardship and a burden not only to them but to the trade, and the small extent 
of the crockery business in this country for its population is amazing 

The very small number of people who are engaged in the manufacture inthis 
country, of wares which would be imported, even under free trade, is another 
fact to which we call your attention. Inall the statements which have come un 
der our eye from the organized manufactures—has included everybody who was 
engaged in potting of any kind. Now, not one-third of these would lose their 
vocation under actual free trade. The country at large could better afford to 
support a few at some good hotel. The American makers are able, under the 
present schedule, to undersell the foreign. Why, then, more protection except 
to compel a few of the poorer classes to use them. These goods are not, as some 
would have us believe, produced by the pauper labor of Europe. This is a well 
sounding phrase and may be truc, to considerable extent, inthe iron trades, but 
from positive and personal knowledge we assert it is not true of the earthern 
ware trade. The industry in this country was unhealthily stimulated by the 
years immediately succeeding the war. Whenthe premium on gold gave a large 
additional bounty and the extraordinary and sudden revival of business caused 


a demand which the light stocks of foreign goods, caused by the previous hard. 


times, could notsupply and some kind of goods must be had at once and in those 
times, as every business man knows, it was not a question of equality or price 
but to get the goods of some kind at once 

The commission reported a duty of 55 per cent. to be levied on goods only, and 
we understand that the Trenton manufacturers, stimulated by their unexpected 
success, are going to make an effort to get this last provision stricken out, so 
that the 5 per cent. shall be levied, as the 40 per cent. was, on all charges 

Now, we zre not free-trade advocates by any means. We belive in a fair and 
honest protection to American labor, but we do not believe in building a Chinese 
wall around this country. 

We recognize the difficulties the trade and the people labor under, and the al 


vantages which the potters have by having one of their number a member of 


Congress, and consequently in a position to have more influence than thousands 
of people unorganized. It seems to us that one of the great dangers of a revis 
ion of the tariff is the power and influence that the manufacturers of all kinda 
are able to exact by their immense wealth, organization, and social position, 
while the great mass of the people are unheard and unfelt 

It is, perhaps, fair and undoubtedly legitimate to make use of all fair means 
they can to advance their own interests, and it is a legitimate advantage which 
they have and a misfortune to the rest of the people who have different inter 
ests. In this connection we are reminded of a friend of ours in another line—a 
manufacturer whose business, to our certain knowledye, has paid an average 
profit of 25 per cent., and who has accumulated a large fortune—rushing to Wash- 
ington to urge against a proposed reduction of 5 percent. on the line of goods he 
makes. Itisall right; it affects his pocket, and it is his business to make aa 
much money as he can; and when he gets to Washington we suppose he will 
urge his claims under the guise of protection to American labor 

As analogous to the pottery business we ask your attention to a similar in 
dustry—glass-makers—who have completely captured the trade in this country 
under a lower duty (35 per cent.) than the potters have enjoyed, We appeal to 
you for your influence in favor of justice and right in this matter 

tespectfully yours 
CLARK, SAWYER & 60 
Ifon, GrorGe F. Hoar 


Mr. MORRILL. I regret that the Senator should present # document, 
of this kind here to be read. I could present half a dozen quite the re 
verse of the position of this gentleman who writes to the Senator from 





: 
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Massachusetts, and who, I have no doubt, is a very respectable gentle- 


man. I regret still more the purpose manifested by the Senator to re- 
duce the rate proposed by the Tariff Commission 10 per cent., and even 
that proposed by the Committee on Finance, 5 per cent. 

I want to say to the Senator from Massachusetts that before we get 
through with this bill we shall find that there are articles in the bill 
in whish his State is more interested than in this article and upon which 
a higher rate of protection is required, and articles which are manufact- 
ared by machinery instead of being solely by hand. Every article of 
erockery-ware has to be made by hand labor. We have not made any 
improvement from the time of Moses in the way of manufacturing crock- 
ery-wareé; that is to say, in the manipulation, in the manual labor re- 
quired 
these articles a very large numberof young women are engaged and use- 
fully employed, and they find that they can obtain higher wages than 
they can at anything else. Mr. President, I should like to encourage 
this labor on the part of the young women of the country. It is not 
only a usefal labor, but it isin some respects artistic. 1 do not wish 
to prevent their going on as they have been for the last five or ten years; 


JANUARY 17, 


I shall move to make the rate 25 per cent. also, for it is precisely the 
same ware, I understand, with the simple exception of any coloring 
matter or any decoration or ornamentation that may be given to it. Dy 


| the placing on white stone-ware or earthen crockery-ware of whatever 


description of any ornamentation, a flower or a ring of some coloring 
paint, or anything of that kind, immediately the duty increases 100 per 
cent. by this clause, From the best information that I can get no pos- 
sible ornamentation given to common stone-ware in this country can 
exceed 2} to 5 per cent. of the cost of the article, so cheap are the proc- 
esses by which this ornamentation is given; and it is even provided 
that if the clay or substance of which they are made has a different shade 
from the plain white, as cream-colored or otherwise, then the duty is 


| increased 100 per cent. 
I wish to add further that at the present time in the decoration of | 


| 
| 


and in ashort time hereafter there is no question but what we may re- | 


duce the present rate. 

So far as the difference between the proposed bill and the existing 
tariff is concerned, upon an examination of the report of the Tariff Com- 
mission it will be seen that there is no essential difference between the 
present duty and that proposed by the Committee on Finance. 

Mr. HOAR. IT agree with the Senator from Vermont in regard to his 
general principle, but the point is precisely this: The manufacture of 
pottery has now a very high protection and a protection under which it 
is living in this country. It has a high protection, in addition to the 
duty fixed in the law, by the bulky and fragile character of the article 
protected, because the foreign importer has of course to incur the loss 
by breakage and the extra cost of freight of the article, which is outof 
proportion to its intrinsic value. The Tariff Commission put an in- 
crease on this duty, but the Senator’s committee differ with them and 
say it ought not to be increased. The argument which the Senator ad- 
dresses to me might just as well be addressed’ to him by somebody 
standing on the ground of the TaritfCommission, who might say, *‘ Why, 
the commission put on this duty for excellent workmen and excellent 
goods, and now you are cutting it down.’’ Thechairman of the Tariff 
Commission might of course say, ‘I regret that the honorable Senator 
from Vermont is cutting down the duty on an article upon which these 
good Americans are at work.’’ It is a question not of principle but of 


fact. The committee agree that they wish to have this duty remain 
as the existing tariff places it. We put on after the war a high increase 
of the old duty. We all agreed to that. That is where I stand and 


that is where the Senator stands. The Senator, however, thinks that 
having abolished the allowance for breakage and so on, 10 per cent. 
should be put on to the existing nominal duty as an equivalent, and I 
think 5 per cent. is enough to cover it. 

So, then, the mere question between me and the Senator is whether 5 
per cent. is or is not a sufficient equivalent for the breakage and other 
allowances which are now provided for under the existing law. There 
isthe point. Tothat Ihave had read, stating the fact that the gentleman 
writing it is an importer, but a man of integrity and character, a very 
able and well-stated letter. That is the whole of this point, whether 
these importers are rightin their statementsas to the equivalent for in- 
land transportation, breakage, &c. That is all there is to it. 








Allow me one word further as to the Senator’s suggestion—certainly | 


he will not adhere to it on reflection—that there may be other indus- 
tries affecting the State which I represent that ought to have a high duty, 
but if they do not go tor a high duty that is not just somewhere else, 
they will not have it. 

Mr. MORRILL. I made no such suggestion. 1 merely suggested to 
the Senator that there were articles in which his State was deeply in- 
terested which were protected where the article produced was by ma- 
ehine labor, and that this article was made entirely by hand labor. 

Mr. HOAR. That is a very strong, potent, cogent, wise argument 
for the Senator's position, and I agree with every word of it, so far as 
this particular crockery is concerned; but it does not help us to deter- 
mine whether 5 per cent. or 10 per cent. is enough as an equivalent for 
the inland transportation charges to tell me that there are some very 
highly protected machine-made articles in my State. It does not help 
us in the least to settle that question. 

Mr. VANCE. Mr. President, I would propose to strike out the rate 
named in the committee’s report and reduce the duty to 50 per cent. ; 
indeed I should be glad to reduce it to 40 per cent., or even to 30, and 
at the proper stage of the consideration of the bill [shall move to change 
the duty on the fourth classification of stone-ware, &c., to the same 
duty as the first enumerated, that is to say- 

Rrown ecarthen-ware, common stone-ware, gas retorts, and stone-ware not 
ernamented, 3) per cent. ad valorem, 

In the clause which reads— 


All other earthen, stone, and crockery ware, white, glazed, edged, printed, 
painted, dipped, or cream-colored, composed of earthy or mineral substances, 
not specially enumerated or provided for in this act, 0 per cent. ad valorem— 


I can see no reason for that in the world, except to give the manu- 
facturers on this slight pretext this great duty upon the article. I shall 
move to make it 25 per cent. when that clause is reached. 

Generally in regard to crockery-ware, I wish to read what Mr. Thomas 
C. Smith testified before the Tariff Commission. He represented him 
self to be a manufacturer of porcelain at Green Point, New York. He 
said: 

The present duty of 45 per cent. on white china should not be altered, as it is 
preferable to have a low and permanent rate of duty than a temporary high 
rate of duty, with the certain prospect of a lowering of that high rate in a few 
years and again agitating this question. This present rate, with the full intent 
of the law properly executed as regards classification of goods, and goods hon 
estly invoiced, is sufficient to enable the manufacturer in this country to com- 
pete with imported goods, by the further application of machinery and a con 
stant effort to lessen cost of production. 

In answer to this question— 

What is the prospect for an extension of your industry in this country” 

Ife answers: 

I see no reason why it should not be extended if the present duty is adhered 
to. The duty of course is a low one, but as it has been the rate for some time 
we have got used to it, and would rather have it remain as it is than take the 
chances of any change in the tariff. Ican get along with the tariff as it is. I 
have introduced a large amount of machinery, which I employ inthe manufact- 
ure of those goods, and I have been spending large sums of money in that way 
during the present year. : 

Mr. President, here is a large manufacturer of this class of goods 
who comes before the Tariff Commission and says that he is satistied ; 
that the present duty is sufficient to protect him against the competi- 
tion of foreigners, and that he does not want to see it changed. He can 
get along with it; and yet the Finance Committee, for some reason | 
know not what, following perhaps the Tariff Commission, increased the 
duty on these articles 20 per cent., some of them, and some more than 
that, in the face, as it were, of the manufacturers, whosay they do not 
need it and do not require it. I will therefore move at the proper time 
to strike out the duty of 50 percent. in line 424 and insert 25 per cent., 
making it correspond with the plain white and undecorated ware men- 
tioned in the first clause of the schedule. 

Mr. COKE. Mr. President, this entire schedule is an advance of 
some 15 or 20 per cent. as reported by the committee over the rates of 
the present tariff, and this in a bill which professes to reduce taxation, 
and upon a class of products which are of universal use and consump- 
tion. I shall vote for every reduction which is proposed to any item 
in the schedule. I believe that it ought to be largely reduced. I can 
not conceive why so large an increase has been proposed by the com- 
mittee. The manufacturers of pottery, earthen-ware, and glass-ware, so 
far as I can learn from all the testimony accessible, are satisfied with 
the tariff as it now stands. The country certainly has not expected an 
increase of duties, but on the contrary a reduction. 

The tariff as it now stands on this schedule, if I believe evidence 
which I have before me, is greatly too high. Itis not necessary for the 
fostering of American industry, while it does lay a very great burden 
upon the people. I have here an argument made before the Finance 
Committee of the Senate by dealers in pottery, or rather a statement 
of facts and argument; and in that statement it is said: 

On page 12 of the report of the honorable Tariff Commission we find a table 
giving the production of earthen-ware for the decade ending with the year 15” 
According to this there were already four hundred and eighty-four establish 
ments, producing $1,466,000. In 1860 this industry had increased to six hundred 
and sixty establishments, with a product of $2,706,000, showing in this decade, 
with a tariff of only 24 per cent. and no gold premium, an increase of over 92 per 
cent. in the productions, while, according to the honorable Tariff Commission 
(see table, page §), the entire industrial progress of the United States during the 
same period was only 8 per cent., hence clearly showing that under a tariffof 24 
per cent. and no gold premium the industry of the manufacture of earthen-ware 
ran far ahead of the general increase of the entire manufactures of the country 

Here under a 24 per cent. tariff this industry ran ahead of any other 
industry in this country. The manufacturers admit that the existing 
tariff, which is some 40 or 45 per cent., is enormously protective, yet 
the Finance Committee have recommended here an increase of some 15 
or 20 per cent. average, and this upon products which are used univer- 
sally by all the people of the whole country. Whyso? Why increase 
the tariff duties upon a schedule confessedly enormously protective, 
satisfactory as it now stands to the manufacturers and already oppress- 


| ive to the consumers? It seems to me, sir, to be very wantonness in 


the exercise of a taxing power to add to the already existing burdens 
upon this class of goods. 
The honorable Senator from Vermont [Mr. MORRILL] says that no 






k 
‘ 








improvement occurs in the manufacture of this class of goods; that it 
js all manual labor. The honorable Senator from North Carolina [ Mr. 
VANCE] just now read from testimony toshow that machinery is largely 
used, and at least one manufacturer testified before the Paritf Commis- 
sion that he was introducing largely new and improved machinery into 
his works. ; 

However that may be, the fact that, under a tariff of 24 per cent., 
this industry showed a larger per cent. of increase and development 
than it has ever shown since it was increased up to 40 or 45, of itself 
answers all the:arguments made by gentlemen in favor of the protee- 
tion of American labor and the development of American industry. 
If 24 per cent. would develop this industry at a more rapid rate than 
even 45 per cent. has done since, why add to the impost duty ” 

Mr. President, confessedly, if the import duties are reduced reason- 
ably, and importations encouraged, while the people will be getting the 
products cheaper, the Treasury will be losing no revenue. ‘There is no 
part of this bill which, in my judgment, needs revision, and no part of 
the existing tariff law which, in my judgment, needs revision more 
than this particular schedule, and instead of improving it by reducing 
the burden of taxation upon the people—tor they are bound to have all 
the things embraced in this schedule—the duties are absolutely raised 
from 15 to 20 per cent., and that in a bill which professes to reduce the 
burdens of taxation. I can see nothing but the rankest injustice in this 
schedule to the great mass of the people, and the most odious favoritism 
to a few manufacturers. If we needed revenue there would be some 
plausibility in the argument in support of it, but we do not. The Treas- 
ury is overflowing and we profess to be trying to reduce our income. 
The Treasury not needing the money, and the industry as I have shown 
from the record not needing protection, the increase of duties is utterly 
without a shadow of justification. 

Mr. SEWELL. Mr. President, I beg to call the attention of the 
Senate to the report of the Tariff Commission on the pottery interests 
of this country, and their reasons for the recommendation of a nominal 
increase of 15 per cent. in the tariff thereon. They recommend at the 
same time the doing away of the tariff on freights, breakage, and trans- 
portation. In the course of their investigations they report a 10 per 
cent. reduction on these items. The commission took into considera- 
tion the position of the trade in this country at the present time, and 
recommended a 5 per cent. advance in the tariff on this article, that 
being the difference between the 10 per cent. taken off in the items I 
have referred to and the 15 per cent. nominally added to the duty on 
this article. 

The Senator from Texas alluded to the trade having progressed at 
one period under a 24 per cent. taziff. I beg to say that if he had 
looked into the history of pottery in this country he would have found 
that there was not at that time a single white-ware pottery in this 
country, that only made tiles and drain-pipes, and that tariff was prob- 
ably sufficient protection because such articles were used where they 
were produced. 

The gentleman whose testimony the Senator from North Carolina 
read manufactures no pottery except Portland knobs, which he does 
with machinery and which he can do at the present tariff. 

Mr. VANCE. Do I understand the Senator to say that Mr. Smith, 
from whose testimony I read, manufactures no pottery ? 

Mr. SEWELL. Unless you call Portland knobs pottery. 
makes no ware such as we are talking about, table-ware. 

Mr. VANCE. It comes under the generic term pottery, as I under- 
stand. 

Mr. SEWELL. 
chinery in manufacturing. You can not use machinery in the manu- 
facture of table-ware. The actual wages expended on the article from 
the time it is taken out of the ground to the time that it is sold constitute 
about 90 per cent. of the cost. I ask the Secretary to read that part of 
the report of the Tariff Commission which refers to their action on this 
matter. I have marked it, commencing on page 12. 

The Acting Secretary read as follows: 

The commission has not recommended any change in the duties on brown 
earthen-ware and common stone-ware, as these duties are already low, and the 
progress of manufacture in this country is such that notwithstanding the pro 
208ed abolition of the duties on packages, charges, and commissions, it is be- 


ieved that the old rates will afford a reasonable protection to the manufacture 
here. 


On white and printed earthen-ware, and on white and decorated china, porce- 
jain, and parian ware, the commission recommends an increase of duty in each 


CONGRESSIONAL RECORD—SENATE, 


1277 


that the duty under the proposed rates is substantially only 5 per cent. higher 
than those under the present tariff, because of the proposed a rwolition of the duty 
on charges and commissions 

The commission's justification for recommending this increase is that the con 
dition of this industry is such as to make the increase absolute ly necessary to 
its maintenance, and we are convinced that without the relief proposed there 
must be a very material reduction—if not an absolute destruction 
facture of earthen-ware in the United States 

The statements made before the commission show that this industry is one of 


very recent introduction ; that at the time the present duties were inyposed it had 


of the manu 


| Substantially no existence in this country, and that its establishment under the 


I mean he | 


But it is a class of pottery where they can use ma- | 
| Jerse V 


instance of 5 per cent., andalsoa change in the wording of the schedules, which, | 
it is believed, is necessary for the purpose of more clearly describing the articles | 


subject to duty. 

This recommendation as to increase of duties is largely more apparent than 
real, as it will be observed that the proposed abolition of duties upon packages, 
inland freights, charges, and commissions affects this species of earthen-ware in 


schedules, so that, as will be apparent from the statement of the president of the 
Pottery Dealers’ Association, and substantially all statements made to the com- 
mission which bears upon the question, a duty of 40 per cent. under the present 
tariff is substantially equal to a duty of 50 per cent. on these goods with the pro- 
posed abolition of dutiable charges. 

To illustrate, taking the “ calculations on one hundred crates of earthen-ware, 
being a fair average of the goods as imported,” in the statement of the president 
of the Pottery Dealers’ Association, the original cost is given at $3,019,0n which 
the duty at 50 per cent. would be $1,509.50, while the dutiable basis on the same 
importation under the present tariff, with dutiable charges and commissions 
wdded, is $3,763, which at 40 per cent. gives $1,505.20 as the amount of duty; so 





present rates could hardly have been accomplished but forthe premium on gold, 
which, during and after the war, operated as an incidental protection, Under 
the stimulus of the incidental protection the manufacture of white earthen-ware 
commenced less than twenty years ago, preceding attempts having resulted in 
failure. 

The present tariff on this class of goods was not intended as protective in any 
sense, as there was not at the time of its passage any such industry to protect, 
and the rate of duty was increased from: 24 per cent. to 4 ) per cent. as a revenue 
measure only. Referringagain tothe comparative statement of the earthen-ware 
business presented above, we find that although the manufacture ef white ware 
did not commence until 1868, the growth up to ISTO was very much in excess of 
the growth of the succeeding ten years; while we believe, as indicated in the 
statements made before us, that at present it is on the decline: and the small 
value of the product in comparison with the capital and labor employed seems 
to indicate very severe competition in the business i 

This is also, as we think, shown in the fact that although the f reign cost of 
production has actually increased since 1860, the prices to the retail dealer and 
consumer have decreased, which we think is fully established by the clear state 
ments which have been presented by the representatives of the industry, aceom 
panied by actual invoices of sales to retail dealers; and, we may add. that we 
think a careful examination of the statements of the importers and dealers will 
lead to the same conclusion, for while some of these think prices are now higher 
than between 1850 and 1860, many of them admit that they are about the same or 
somewhat lower 

The reason of the reduction of prices since 1860 is proper matter for considera 
tion, and the commission is unable to indicate any cause except the competition 
occasioned by manufacture in this country. The machinery used in this busi 
ness, unlike that used in almostall others, seems to be incapable of material im 
provement; the potter's wheel of to-day is substantially that in use at the com 
mencement of the century, and even of much earlier times. A very large pro 
portion of the work has been, and must be, hand labor; and the fuet of aw in 
crease in the cost of production within the last thirty vears clearly shows that 
the reduction in price can not be attributed to any of the usual causes for reduc 
tion, namely, improvement in machinery and appliances, and consequent de 
crease of cost of production; so that we are driven tothe conclusion that the com 
petition occasioned by the establishment of the industry here has resulted in a 
reduction of the profits of the foreign manufacturer and of the importer and 
dealer, which has lowered the price to the consumer in this country, until now 
it is probable that as to foreign goods there is very little margin, ifuny; and the 
statements show that as to domestic goods the price has been reduced so low 
that there is no margin to warrant a continuance of the businessut present rates 

The difference of wages in Staffordshire, England, and in this country is, we 
think, clearly shown to be 113 per cent., without allowing for the fact that in En 
gland the production of each workman is counted “ good from kiln,’ and inthis 
country © good from hand That is, the work being mainly piece-work,in En 
gland the workman is only paid for such articles as are good when burnt, while 
in this country he is paid for the articles which he delivers good before burning 
so that here the employer pays for and loses the ware spoiled in firing, which 
as the statements show, makes a difYerence of about 12 per cent nel 
actual difference in wages about 125 per cent 

We think the statements as to wages may be fairly assumedto be correct. The 
foreign statement was made in the progress of a wage-arbitration proceeding, 
and apparently admitted to be correct both by workmen and employers, and is 
confirmed by other statements before the commission; while the home state 
ment is for the same articles, as shown by the books of a like number of potteries 
at Trenton, New Jersey 

As to the relative value of American as 
foreign wares, we think that whil 


onukes the 


compared with the same grades of 
in the earlier manufacture here, there was 
just cause of complaint, because of the greater liability of the American product 
to “ecraze,”’ this has now been overcome, and the American ware is at least as 
good as the foreign of the same class 

In less than twenty years this industry has been established to such an extent 
that it produces about one-half of the $10,000,000 of these 
try; it Is now, as we think, lancuishing, and, in view of all the facts appearing 
in the statements made to us, the small increase of duty recommended is neces 
sary to its continued existence in this country 


Mr. VANC! \s 


wares used in the coun 


to the statement made by the Senator from New 
and which I saw stated by several orators before the New York 
tariff convention, that 90 per cent of this pottery business is labor, | 
desire to call the attention of the Senate to the tables prepared by the 
Tariff Commission on the pottery interest. In 1880 there were 66 es 
tablishments, there were 9,494 hands employed, there were $6,550,610 
capital invested, there were wages paid $3,279,535, and the product 
was $7,943,229. They were lacking right smartly of 50 per cent. in 
stead of 90 

Mr. SEWELI 

Mr. VANCE ; 

Mr. SEWELI There is to be added to that the cost of labor on the 
coal and clay and everything that is used in the production of the ar 


Will the Senator allow me to help him along’ 
Certainly. 


ticle. That which he quotes is simply what is paid out as wages at the 
potteri« s. 
Mr. VANC] I did not catch the Senator’s remark 


Mr. SEWELI [ say the direct expenditure for labor amounts te 
about 60 per cent. in the manufacture of pottery. The other 30 per 


| cent. is that which is represented in getting out the raw material, the 
general use, perhaps, more seriously than any other article embraced in the tariff | 


coal, the clay, and other articles used 

Mr. VANCE. I suppose the cost of materials would cover that, and 
that is given here as “‘ materials, $2,564,259."’ Certainly the potters 
do not buy the material in the market and then pay for the getting ot 
it out also. 

Mr. SEWEL! I make the statement that it is nearly all labor 

Mr. VANCE. Well, there is a discrepancy somewhere. This is a 
great matter to the people of the United States, for under this head, te 
which | called the attention of the Senate a moment ago, earthen, 
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stone, or crockery-ware, &c., it will be seen that the importations 
amount to $4,438,237.36; the duties received amount to $1,775, 294.93, 
showing that that classification is the one most in use by the people of 
the United States, and it is estimated, I believe, that there is manu- 
factured in this country three times as much as is imported. So that 
this duty of $1,775,294.93 which is paid on the importation is trebled 
when we come to calculate the amount we pay upon the domestic 
product. So here we have struck no item in this bill more important 
to the great majority of the common people of this country. 

Mr. MAXEY. ‘The general average of tariff on imported goods, as 
the law now stands, is about 434 per cent. That yields confessedly a 
very much larger revenue than is necessary for the payment of the in- 
terest on the public debt, for providing for the sinking fund, and the 
current expenses of the Government. This bill professes to be a reduc- 
tion of the tariff, and yet we find here in this article now under con- 
sideration not 43} per cent. but 60 per cent. is charged. Some of these 
goods go into every house in all the length and breadth of this country. 
L:verybody uses china-ware, porcelain-ware, or something that is named 
nere. An industry which can not stand on a protection of 50 per cent. 
ought to go down, but I suppose that this is one of those infant industries 
which need to be protected. It is one of the hungry daughters of the 
horse-leech, and it has already learned to cry ‘Give, give!’’ I have 
heard nothing but ‘‘give, give, give’’ from the people, and “‘give’’ to 
these protected industries trom the beginning to the end of this bill. 

Mr. President, we have in the State which I have the honor in part 
to represent a great bed of kaolin, which experts have pronounced to 
be of the most excellent quality and description, and in due course of 
time factories will be raised there for the manufacture of china and 
porcelain ware; but I say that if a factory can not stand with a pro- 
tection coming out of the pockets of the people of 50 per cent. it ought 
to go down. And where goods like these, which reach every house in 
the land, from the palace of a lordly Vanderbilt or Gould down to the 
poor man out on the frontier of Texas, are used by everybody, it is 
common justice and fair dealing that a reasonable, and no more than a 
reasonable, tariff should be laid upon them. 

Therefore I shall favor the proposition made by the Senator from 
Kentucky, and would have done so if he had put the duty down to a 
general average of not exceeding 40 per cent. 

Mr. SHERMAN. ThisSchedule B embraces two articles only,earthen- 
ware and glass-ware. Prior to 1863 there was no white earthen-ware 
made in the United States of America. It is therefore what Senators 
call an infant industry; and yet we have in this country of ours a greater 
amount and a greater number and variety of articles which enter into 
the manufacture of these two things than any other country in the 
world. In Texas, as the Senator says, in Missouri, in Indiana, in Ohio, 
in Pennsylvania, and in nearly every State there are pure white clays 
adapted to the manufacture of pottery, and latterly there has been dis- 
covered the finest possible article to make glass-ware out of. 

Under the effect of the tariff, and partly because of the high price of 
gold added to the tariff duty during many years, there has grown up in 
this country within the last twenty years an enermous industry. In 
the State of New Jersey I do not know how many furnaces there are, 
but in a single neighborhood in Ohio, called East Liverpool, there 
are now over one hundred furnaces engaged in manufacturing the 
most beautiful ware. In New Jersey I believe the production is still 
larger. They draw from all parts of the country clay used in the manu- 
facture of this article. They bring it from Missouri largely and from 
other States. The result has been that ordinary china-ware such as is 
consumed by the mass of our people has been reduced to one-half and 
in many cases to one-third its former value. Such has been already the 
effect produced in the production of crockery in this country by home 
competition. Formerly all forms of ware were brought from Liverpool 
and places in England. 

In regard to glass-ware the result has been more remarkable still. 
Mainly by the capital and ingenuity and ability of a Mr. DePauw of 
Indiana, who has established great glass-ware factories in Southern 
Indiana, the price of the article has been greatly reduced, and the arti- 
cle produced here now is better than even the French plate-glass. I re- 
member a case where this article made in Indiana was brought in direct 
competition not only as to quality but as to price with the article pro- 
duced in France, because formerly France had practically a monopoly 
of plate-glass. Now our American product is gradually taking the 
market and is supplying the wants of our own people at a greatly 
reduced rate. 

When this question came before the Tariff Commission they found 
that although the progress had been remarkable and very great, yet 
now the industry was languishing; and I know of my own knowledge 
that that industry, upon which the livelihood of thousands of people along 
the banks of the Ohio River depends, is now languishing, and these peo- 
ple are not making any profit. It isso, I am informed, in New Jersey; 
and it is well known that the glass-ware factories in Indiana are strug- 
giing for existence, and the gentleman whose name I have mentioned, 
who lost a million dollars in the attempt to establish it, is maintaining 
it now barely at a reasonable and what would be called a very small 
profit. 

The Tariff Commission, who seem to have given to this subject a 





great deal of care and attention, representing all parts of the com- 
munity as well as the parts represented in the pottery and glass-ware 
business, came to the conclusion that it was not wise to reduce the 
present rate of duty; that the present rate of duty would enable these 
people to develop their industry and gradually to reduce the price, and 
no doubt in a short time the rate of duty may be reduced without 
injury to them; but they found it necessary in their revision of the 
tariff laws to base the rate of duty upon the actual cost at the place of 
production, excluding from the foreign valuation all cost of boxing, ot 
package, of breakage, and everything of that kind. - They show by 
their report that the effect of this change, and a wise change, in the 
tariff laws so as to give a certain market value at the place of produc- 
tion as the basis of the computation of foreign value is a reduction of 
10 per cent. upon the foreign valuation, and consequently a reduction 
of the amount of duty levied upon the article caused by throwing out 
of the estimate of valuation these items which enter into the cost of 
all importations as well as into the cost of the domestic production. 

The result was that if they proposed a tariff containing the same rates 
as in the old tariff it would be a very serious reduction of the duty on 
these two articles, which is absolutely necessary for their maintenance, 
and they therefore, in order to compensate for this reduction, in one way 
gave to this industry a corresponding increase of the nominal rate of 
duty, but the actual rate of duty is no greater than it was in the old 
tariff. When this matter came before the Committee on Finanee it was 
discussed very fully, and it was shown that the rate proposed by the 
Tariff Commission was perhaps 5 per cent. more than the old rate; and 
therefore the Committee on Finance, in order to leave the duties on 
these articles the same as they were under the existing tariff, reduced 
the commission rate 5 per cent., so as to make the proposed rate exactly 
equivalent to the present tariff rate on an industry which is languish- 
ing but has been productive of great good in the past. 

Mr. President, I say here to the Senate what is manifest by the con- 
curring testimony of all the persons engaged in this business, by the 
report of the Tariff Commission, by what I supposed was the unani- 
mous opinion of the Committee on Finance, that this industry can not 
exist in its present condition of infancy unless the old rate is maintained ; 
and therefore when I myself conceded upon the arguments which were 
presented to us a reduction of the nominal rate proposed by the com- 
mission, 5 per cent., I supposed that the committee were unanimous 
that this industry should have a chance to live and struggle along. 

Any reduction of this rate of duty upon any theory which may be 
advanced, however plausible, which will put the duty below what it is 
now, practically will destroy this industry; whileif it ismaintained by a 
reasonable rate of protection it will be built up and grow stronger and 
stronger year by year, until not only can we manufacture the white- 
ware of Liverpool but we can manufacture the highest grade of this 
ware, ware which combines the highest art of painting with the pro 
duction of beautiful ware. 

The casein Indiana was very marked, and the gentleman concerned 
in it and who had risked his fortune in developing the industry, said 
distinctly that if the duty was reduced any further than it had been 
proposed to be reduced he could not continue his establishment. |! 
know that is the case with the small potteries scattered along the Ohio 
River near East Liverpool; they can not bear this reduction and live; 
they will simply go out of the business. Their work is simply and 
solely the result of labor; and that the whole cost of the production is 
the labor and the interest on the capital employed is shown by the very 
fact that it is made out of the earth—that it costs nothing, made out 
of these different kinds of clay carefully mixed; the various kinds mix 
with each other so as to make the article designed. They use entirely 
articles of American labor, and there is no money involved in it except 
the interest on the capital invested in producing this article and the 
cost of building the furnaces. Every particle of the industry is sim- 
ply American labor seeking to build up a new industry for the first 
time established in this country within twenty years, and all they ask 
of Congress is to let them alone, to see whether or not they can develop 
this industry as the cotton industry and other industries have been 
developed. 

I say it would be cruel in the last degree to knock from under them 
the props which have enabled them to build up thisindustry. It would 
be simply to destroy a large mass of American capital and to throw out 
of employment a multitude of American laborers, merely to open up 
again the absolute monopoly of the English crockery-ware in this coun- 
try. The French and the Belgians and the Hungarians, and also the 
Germans have established higher forms of pottery. They excel in them. 
The Bohemian ware probably is the most valuable; next to that is pro! 
ably the French ware, used mainly by the rich; but our people by im- 
porting skilled laborers to instruct the native people in this production 
have developed remarkable skill, and now in the city of Cincinnati there 
is a pottery producing articles of vertu, articles of taste, which adorm 
the homesteads of the poor as well as the rich, and this has been built 
up mainly by the energy and enterprise of ladies of taste who have de 
voted their time to the development of this beautiful industry. They 
have but recently established a pottery which is confined to the burn 
ing and producing the very highest forms of this class of ware, making 
out of simple earth the most beautiful articles of ornament and ware 
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They have so cheapened the ordinary crockery of commerce that now 


any poor family starting in life can eat from plates as good as any that 
were ever made in Liverpool, at a cost so insignificant that it would | 
scarcely be realized, so that a vast quantity, a crate of these articles, | 
you may say, can now be sold from seventeen to twenty-five dollars, | 
containing an assortment of all the plates used in the ordinary home- 
steads of America. 

The result of the destruction of this industry would be to compel us 
to import these articles, simply because we will not give to our own | 
people a reasonable chance to build up this industry. You say the 
rates of duty are high. So they are, because those rates of duty are 
levied upon the cost of the article in Europe, which simply represents 
the cost of molding and forming these plates in their ordinary way. | 
The rates are high because the cost of the materials which enter into | 
their construction is very low indeed ; the cost of the clay is nothing ; 
it can be found almost everywhere in our country, as I said. It is the 
labor, the handiwork of our own people which has developed this in- 
dustry in a most remarkable degree. The plate-glass now which is 
made by Mr. De Pauw is competing in the New York market with the 
ordinary plate-glass of France, and the French had a monopoly of it 
once. I remember when this competition occurred, the importer came 
and examined the ware, went to Indiana, and finally said that he 
could not compete with this Indiana plate-glass, because the materials 
that were used in the manufacture of plate-glass in Indiana were supe- 
rior to any that could be found in the world. And yet on account of 
the difference in the price of labor between this country and Europe it 
would be very easy for them, unless our people have a chance to build 
up this industry, to break it down. I appeal to the Senator from In- 
diana to say—he knows and lives among the people who have developed 
this industry—whether any further reduction or any change or tamper- 
ing with the substantial rates which have been fixed by law will not 
break down that great industry which has marked the history of Indi- 
ana perhaps more than any other in the development of her manufact- 
ures. . 

I trust Senators will not deal carelessly with this question. Give 
some faith at least to the unanimous testimony of your Tariff Commis- 
sion that placed these rates higher than we have placed them, because 
we have reduced them somewhat, in deference to the argument that was 
made before us. Why, sir, if you can notrely to some extent upon the 
judgment of the Tariff Commission and upon the judgment of the Com- 
mittee on Finance, who have passed upon this question, what is the use 
of referring these matters to commissioners or committees? We can not 
here debate all thesé questions of detail which require close and intense 
laborand examination; we can not debate them item by item in this bill, 
and I sey to my friend from Kentucky in all kindness that I supposed 
when he agreed finally after the debate was exhausted in the Com- 
mittee on Finance to the reduction of the rate of duty from 65 to 60 
per cent., that was the end of the controversy, and that we agreed prac- 
tically unanimously that this schedule should not be changed. 

In substance and in fact, in every way in which you can present it, the 
rates now proposed are the rates under the existing law, raised nomi- 
nally, it is true, 10 per cent. above the present rates, but actually not 
raised at all, because under the old tariff the cost of the box, the cost 
of the freight, the cost of the packing, the unavoidable loss by break- 
age, was all deducted and thrown off for the convenience and for the 
economy of the administration of the customs laws, and the duties now 
proposed by this bill are simply the old rates changed only to meet the 
changes made by this bill in the existing law. 

I may say that all this schedule shows the most careful examination 
by the Tariff Commission, and I am told that there was no controversy 
about it. I have here in the books of testimony the testimony of many 
witnesses, experienced witnesses, laboring men and manufieturers, giv- 
ing the facts which I have briefly narrated. The testimony is volumi- | 
nous. I ask if the Senate is prepared, without examining this volume 
of testimony, without looking into the facts in detail and examining the 
nature and character of this industry, to change the work of the Tariff 
Commission and of the Committee on Finance, or whether it will un- 
dertake to do it? Are you not willing at least to concede that much 
of care, that much of credit, that much of respect for the work of the 
Tariff Commission created by Congress, which reported this schedule 
unanimously, and also to the Committee on Finance, who examined it 
carefully? What is the use of referring these matters of detail to ordi- 
nary committees? We may go through this tariff bill item by item, 
we may renew this debate on every item contained in this and the other | 
schedules, and, after all, the individual members of the Senate can not 
have that full information in regard to these details which was known 
and shown to the Tariff Commission, which is here contained in these 
public documents, and that information which it was the duty of the 
Committee on Finance to examine, and which they did examine with 
care and attention. 

Sir, we have no more desire to impose burdens on the people of the 
United States than have others; but we have some regard to the in- 
terests of the people employed in this industry; we have some regard 
for the revenue, for I say if you reduce this down you may make more 
revenue, and this is one of the articles where a large reduction of the | 








s 





| they have regarded it. 
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duty will increase the revenne. The reduction proposed here would 
increase our revenue, but it would destroy our home industry. I trust, 
therefore, the Senate will take this schedule, which has been carefully 
gone over in all its details, reported by the Tariff Commission and re 


| ported by the Finance Committee. I am not at liberty under the rules 


of the Senate to refer to what has been done in the House of Repre 
sentatives, but when their work comes before you you will see how 
It is not proper for me to do more now than 
refer to it in that way, but your committee and the Tariff Commission 
have examined these details. I have not attempted to read to you th: 
testimony on which that judgment is founded 

Mr. DAVIS, of West Virginia 
question? 

Mr. SHERMAN. Certainly. 

Mr. DAVIS, of West Virginia. Shall I understand the Senator to 
say that the rate proposed in the bill is not an increase of the present 
duty? 

Mr. SHERMAN. I said that it was noi an increase; that although 
the nominal rate was increased from 50 to 60 per cent. on one grade, 
and from 40 to 50 on the other, yet the reduction in the invoice value 
caused by striking out from the invoice value the costs of freight, trans- 
portation charges, commissions, and breakage, makes 60 per cent. upon 
the invoice value framed under this new tariff law no higher than 50 
per cent. on the invoice value under the old law. 

Mr. DAVIS, of West Virginia. Inother words, as the bill now stands 
the Senator thinks it is about equal to the present duty. 

Mr. SHERMAN. It was intended to be exactly equal. That was 
the purpose of the committee, and Lappeal to my friend trom Kentucky 
whether it was not expected or designed when the reduction was made 
from 65 to 60 per cent. that the reduction was made on that ground? 

Mr. BECK. In answering the question now put, I will say that it 
was agreed, so fur as the committee examined it, to make no increase 
on the present duty, and it was asserted that we had made no increase 
after reducing it down to the point the Senator from Ohio now has it 
at; and yet tables have been furnished us of importation after importa 
tion, showing that we have in fact increased it, and that it ought to be 
55 instead of 60 per cent., all of which has been furnished since the 
committee acted. 

Mr. SHERMAN. [ask the Senator from Kentucky whether it was 
not shown to us, not only by the report of the Tariff Commission which 
has been read at your desk, but by the testimony in these books, that 
the duty on the cost of the foreign article, the expense which entered 
into the final value of the goods, was so reduced as in the opinion of the 
Tariff Commission to amount to 10 percent. ? 

Mr. BECK. In the opinion of the Tariff Commission it amounted 
to 10 per cent., but when the actual fact was brought before us it was 
shown that it did not amount to over 5 per cent., and the opinion of the 
Tariff Commission, which is said tobe entitled to great weight, has been 
demonstrated in every instance to be entitled to no weight whatever, 
because the Tariff Commission themselves admit Gai tiey Curned over 
the schedules in nearly every instance to persons interested in them, 
and merely flung them together as they were presented. The great 
difficulty we have had with this bill has been, and will be clear through 
the schedules, to undo what the Tariff Commission reported, which was 
furnished. to them by other people and not by their own investigations 

Therefore, while I believed at first the report of the Tariff Commis 
sion was entitled to great weight, I am now satisfied that its report is 
entitled to no consideration at all, and that we have to look to the truth 
in each ease, and in this case the truth as developed by the men who 
have made the importations shows, as I had read at the Secretary's desk 
when I was up before, that 5 per cent. covers this cost, instead of 10 or 


May I ask my friend from Ohio a 


| 15, as was claimed when they appeared before us. 


So it is that I have moved merely to restore the duties to those fixed 
in the existing law, not to reduce any of them, but to stand on the 
present law as it is. 

As I showed when I was up before, we have put upon the iree-list a 
very large number of articles formerly dutiable for the benefit of these 
very manufacturers. We have reduced duties on articles used by them 
in some instances 75 per cent.. in some 33 per cent., in some 40 per 
cent., and put other articles used by them upon the free-list. When 
we have reduced in this way the cost of their raw materials, and then 
given, as we propose throughout this bill, 25 percent. average reduction 


| on sugar, woolen and cotton goods, and everything else, if we allow 


them to stand with all that the present law now gives them, surely it 
is all they can ask. 

Mr. SHERMAN. ‘The Senator attacks the Tariff Commission. I 
think that is greatly unjust, because in this matter they have shown the 
utmost care, and they give the facts and figures upon which they base 
their statements. He says the Tariff Commission turned these ques- 
tions over to interested parties. As a matter of course they heard in- 
terested parties, heard their testimony and reported their testimony 
here; but they acted upon this matter item by item, and they made 
these schedules, sometimes dividing the labor among themselves as sub 
committees, as members of the Committee on Finance and other com- 
mittees often do, but these were all reported to the commission and 
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were gone over in detail, and no doubt alterations made from time to 
time. Here is what the Tariff Commission say: 

This recommendation as to increase of duties is largely more apparent than 
real, as it will be observed that the proposed abolition of duties upon packages, 
inland freights, charges, and commissions affects this species of earthen-ware in 
general use perhaps more seriously than any other article embraced in the 
tariff schedules, so that, as will be apparent from the statement of the president 
of the Pottery Dealers’ Association, and substantially all statements made to the 
commission which bears upon the question, a duty of 40 per cent, under the 
present tariff is substantially equal to a duty of 50 per cent. on these goods with 
the proposed abolition of dutiable charges. 

Then they go on: 


To illustrate, taking the * caleulations on one hundred crates of earthen-ware, 
being a fair average of the goods as imported,” in the statement of the president 
of the Pottery Dealers’ Association, the original cost is given at $3,019, on which 
the duty at 50 per cent. would be $1,509.50, while the dutiable basis on the same 
importation under the present tariff, with dutiable charges and commissions 
added, is $3,763, which at 40 per cent. gives $1,505.20 as the amount of duty; so 
that the duty under the proposed rates is substantially only 5 per cent. higher 
than those under the present tariff, because of the proposed abolition of the duty 
on charges and commissions. 


And in order to meet the argument and not to increase the duties on 
these articles we threw off that 5 per cent., taking the estimate of the 
Tariff Commission as just and correct. Having done that, having gone 
ito detail in all these matters, why is not that satisfactory to the Sen- 
ate? If you may strike at random, breaking down one industry here 
and another industry there, you may create trouble in this country 
which you will hear of often again. 

My idea in regard to this revision of the tariff is to leave industries, 
which are not unduly prosperous, which are merely making a living, 
to stand upon the present law and reduce on all other articles raw in 
their nature which tend to cheapen prices in this country as far as pos- 
sible. A great many articles we have transferred to the free-list. In 
this way we have made a reduction of 10 or 15 per cent. 

This matter must be arranged with care. You can not strike at the 
multiplied industries of this great country at random by a 10 per cent. 
reduction all around, because upon some duties you can take off more 
than 10 per cent., and in some cases we have taken off 30 or 40 percent. 
Perhaps in some cases we have gone too far, but in these cases where 
infant industries, interesting and valuable, those producing articles 
which are used by every homestead in the land, where they have been 
developed, and the effect of home production has been a decrease of 
price one-half, we say, ‘* Well done, good and faithful servant, give 
them achance, letthem build up their industry,’’ and I have nodoubt 
that in twenty years from this time East Liverpool will be as famous 
for its production of home ware as old Liverpool was in former days. 
{ have no doubt that Indiana plate-glass will be made in thiscountry and 
exported to foreign lands, if you will only give an opportunity to build 
ap this industry. They have got toexperiment, and get glass here and 
get glass there and try it. It takes a long period of time to develop 
an industry of this kind, and while it is in the process of development 
no rude hand should be thrust upon it to kill it off. Better deal with 
care with these industrial interests until the productions of our country 
are as diversified as those of Europe. 

Mr. BECK. The Senator from Ohio has made a worse attack upon 
the policy of the Tariff Commission than I think I have when he insists 
that his idea of what we ought to do is to allow the present law sub- 
stantially to stand. 

Mr. SHERMAN. 
a reduction. 

Mr. BECK. And he will never find an interest that thinks it can 
in any regard bear any reduction. I propose to allow the present law 
to stand so far as these earthen-ware men are concerned, and I believe 
it is entirely satisfactory to them. It is one of the few things as to 
which I am willing to allow the present law to stand. I will show 
wherein the Senator makes an attack on the commission, high protect- 
ive as they were, by reading what they say themselves ought to be done: 

Early in its deliberations the commission became convinced that a substantial 
reduction of tariff duties is demanded, not by a mere indiscriminate popular 
clamor, but by the best conservative opinion of the country, including that which 
has in former times been most strenuous for the preservation of our national in- 
dustrial defenses, Such a reduction of the existing tariffthe commission regards 
not only as a due recognition of public sentiment and a measure of justice to 
consumers, but one conducive to the general industrial prosperity, and which, 
though it may be temporarily inconvenient, will be ultimately beneficial to the 
special interests affected by such reduction. No rates of defensive duties, except 
for the establishment of new industries, which more than equalize the condi- 
tions of labor and capital with those of foreign competitors, can be justified. Ex- 
cessive duties, or those above such standard of equalization, are positively inju- 
rious to the interest which they are supposed to benefit. They encourage the 
mvestment of capital in manufacturing enterprise by rash and unskilled specu- 
lators, to be followed by disaster to the adventurers and their employés, and a 
Wethora of commodities, which deranges the operations of skilled and prudent 
enterprise, 

Numerous examples of such disasters and opegepente oceurred durin 
shortly after the excessively protective period of the late war, when tariff duties 
were enchanced by the rates of foreign exchange and premiumsupongold. Ex- 
cessive duties gencrally, or exceptionably high duties in particular cases, dis- 
credit our whole national economic system and furnish plausible arguments for 
its complete subversion. They serve to increase uncertainty on the part of in- 
dustrial enterprise, whether it shall enlarge or contract its operations, and take 
from commerce, as well as production, the sense of —— uired for extended 
undertakings. It would seem that the rates of duties under the existing tariff— 
tixed, for the most part, during the war underthe evident necessity at that time 
of stimulating to its utmost extent all domestic production—might be 
through reduction, to the present condition of peace requiring no such ex 


Only in the case of industries that will not bear 


and 
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dinary stimulus. Andinthe mechanicaland manufacturing industries, especially 
those which have been long established, it would seem that the improvements 
in machinery and processes made within the last twenty years, and the high scale 
of productiveness which has become a «characteristic of their establishments, 
would permit our manufacturers to comp te with their foreign rivals under asub- 
stantial reduction of existing duties, 


Entertaining these views, the commission has sought to present a scheme of 
tariff duties in which substantial reduction should be the distinguishing feature. 
The average reduction in rates, including that from the enlargement of the free- 
list and the abolition of the duties on charges and commissions, at which the 
commission has aimed, is not less on the average than 20 per cent., and it is the 
opinion of the commission that the reduction will reach 25 per cent. The reduc- 
tion, slight in some cases, in others not attempted, is in many cases from 40 to 50 
per cent, 

And yet in the face of that report the Senator from Ohio insists that 
we shall stand by the present law and shall reduce nothing when any- 
body says that he wants it kept up. In this particular case I am will- 
ing to stand by the present law, asking no other benefit for the con- 
sumer than the slight reduction on freights abroad, which is proved by 
the imports I have laid before the Senate to be only about 5 per cent., 
and to compensate for that we have voted a reduction upon some of the 
articles they use, important articles to them, of 75 per cent., on others 
of 40 per cent., on others of 33 per cent., and placed others on the free- 
list. We give them all this without proposing any reduction below the 
present law on their product, though they have the benefit of the reduc- 
tion of 20 or 25 per cent. on all the articles they themselves will have to 
use. That I regard as being entirely satisfactory to the producers of 
earthen-ware. If it is not I am at a loss to comprehend the meaning 
of the report of the committee, and, as far as I recollect, that is sub- 
stantially what, on the slight examination—for it was slight, of course— 
we made in the Committee on Finance, we expected to do. 

Mr. SEWELL. I desire to correct the Senator from Kentucky. 1 
have no doubt he believes all that he states in relation to the reduction 
made on articles in the tariff that are used by the pottery men, but the 
facts are that they do not use them at all. They do not use the arti- 
cles he refers to in the manufacture of pottery. 

Mr. VANCE. The statement I endeavored to controvert this morn- 
ing has been again made by the Senator from Ohio [Mr. SHERMAN], 
that nearly all the expense of the potteries is labor. I can not permit 
that to go unchallenged. If he will look at the statement prepared by 
the Tariff Commission, which has been referred to more than once this 
morning, he will see that both labor and materials do not amount to 75 
per cent. instead of being 90, as has been again and again stated, for 
labor alone. He goes on to put the whole of the merit of this duty on 
the ground of protecting American labor, and he cites the glass manu- 
facturing interest of this country as an instance of that protection. | 
happened this morning to come into possession of a circular issued by 
the Malaga Glass and Manufacturing Company, 400 Chestnut street, 
Philadelphia, dated December 28, 1882: 

We now take pleasure in announcing that after four months of idleness, 


caused by striking workmen, we have resumed the manufacture of window 
glass at Malaga, New Jersey. 

We are working with French operatives, whohave proved themselves equal, 
if not superior, to the American workmen; and we feel confidence in asserting 
that we are now manufacturing glassthat will compare favorably withany made 
in this country for window glass, picture, car, and photographic purposes. 

* ~ 


MALAGA GLASS AND MANUFACTURING COMPANY. 

That is the way that American labor is protected. Reference was 
also made by the Senator from Ohio to a great manufacturing establish- 
ment in the State of Indiana by one Mr. De Pauw, and that was given 
as an instance where the American labor was protected, and the duty 
was commended for that reason. Now, I desire to read from the testi- 
mony of a man by the name of Bishop, who appeared before the Tariff 
Commission—O. A. Bishop, an iron-worker of Chicago, Ilinois—who 
remarked that he was born in the city, had never had but three months’ 
education, and that the paper which he submitted to the Tariff Com- 
mission was written at his work-bench; and then he goes on to give an 
account of his observations in relation to the protection of American 
labor. He says: 


I will cite one or two cases in point. Some four years ago the glass-blowers 
were receiving $1.50 per box for making glass, and a good journeyman eould 
make from $175 to $225 per month (none too much, considering the average tife 
of a glass-blower is only nine years). They had a strong union; every man and 
boy was protected by it, They had a large treasury and could prevent compe- 
tition among themselves. But inan evil hour their employers discovered that 
they could use the steamships which the workingman’s genius and energy had 
perfected, to whip him into the traces of slavish toil. They saw over in Belgium 
a lot of idle glass-blowers. The high tariff had shut out their wares from our 
market, and the expense to bring a man over here was only $238. 

They immediately sent an agent over, and he made contracts for their labor 
for three years at 50 cents per box, and transportation to and from this country 
at the expiration of their term of service. Three hundred such coolies were 
brought overand landed at New Albany, Indiana, and without warning the Amer- 
ican worker was given the mean alternative of discharge or cents per box—a 
reduction of a oe cent. They very indignantly refused. The pemnen wore 
a at work in their places. The citizens of New Albany refused to deal with or 
»oard them, and the masters were forced to build a house for them and furnish 
them whisky, tobacco, and stale bread and beef, charging to their account “on 
the ae plan.” Thus the masters gained the large tariff tax and $1 per box 
reduction in wage 


ages. 
Thatis how protection protected the American laborer. Of course it wasa i 
oe 


thing for the masters, but grievous outrage upon the industrious Ame 

worker who had to sacrifice his trade and seek other means of life ; and the man 
that built a house paid as much for his glassasever. I could cite a cas 
at Saint Louis in the iron trade 


That illustrates the old falsehood that is continually put up that this 
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protective policy is in the interest of the American laborer. This very | 


man cited here as running such a great establishment, the great bulk 
of expense concerning which was wages, paid to the American laborer, 
went to Europe and imported his labor at a reduction of 200 per cent. 
below what the Americans were charging him, put those men who 
could not speak the English language and whom the citizens of that 
country refused to board or to entertain in their places, and the Amer- 
ican laborers with their families were turned adrift to starve or hunt 
something else todo! That was protection against the pauper labor of 
Europe! That is the way the whole thing works! Why, Mr. Presi- 
dent, there is another case cited by this same man. 

In a conversation I had not long age with a journeyman hatter, he said: 
“Our hat factories at home (Birmingham, England) are all closed up and have 
been so long that the grass has grown in the factory streets. [saw that nearly 
all of the hats sold there were made in the United States, and reasoning logic- 
ally, Lcame to the conclusion that trade was brisk in America, and | would go 
there. I scraped together cash enough to pay my fare out to Connecticut, where 
a large factory was located, and applied for work, only to be told that they did 
not employ many men, mostly girls and boys, and machines; a girl at S4 per 


by hand a few years ago. And to my horror I realized my situation; my seven 
years’ apprenticeship was wasted ; my trade which I had made such a sacrifice 


my home, and that was to invent more perfect tools and employ our little babies 
to tend them.” 

This too was in the interest of American labor. And that also illus- 
trates another branch of the false political economy injected into this 
whole question, which attributes the decline in the price of everything 
to the blessings of the tariff instead of the invention of machinery and 
the progress made in the sciences and arts. 

Mr. President, this pottery business is spoken of as an infant in- 
dustry. I wish for a moment, if the Senate please, to show you when 
this infant commenced taking in pabulum, and how long it has contin- 
ued to imbibe thereof at the public expense, increasing the appetite of 
the infant from year to year. 

It began in 1789, at which time it had a tariffof 10 percent. 1 sup- 
pose it was on spoon-victuals then, or was sucking at an artificial bottle. 
It was changed subsequently to 15 and to 175 per cent. Then it began 
to have partially solid food, such as mush or hominy, or something of 
that kind. In 1812 it was put at 35 per cent. 
growing in his appetite very rapidly. In 1816 it took a relapse and went 
back to 20 per cent. In 1842 it got better and got up to 30 per cent. 
In 1857 it relapsed again to 24 per cent.; in 1861 to 25 per cent.; in 1862 


You see the infant was 


to 35 per cent.; in 1864 to 40 per cent.; and in 1874 to 50 per cent., and 
is not satisfied still. 

That is the history of this American industry, beginning when Con- 
gress in 1789 placed a protective duty on pottery—tor I suppose there 
was » pottery in existence then, or Congress would not have legislated 
for it, beginning almost a hundred years ago, ninety-four years ago—and 
it has continued to feed all the time. 

Thissame man fromwhom I have been reading, Hon. J. Hart Brewer, 
who made an oration before the tariff convention in New York, goes on 
to explain the whole thing that was before mysterious to me; that is 
to say, howa high protective duty which lowered prices so much more 
rapidly than free trade, could at the same time maintain the prices of 
labor ; and how a man working in this country could compete on pau- 
per terms advantageously and make money with his own people at home 
but could not compete on the same terms with foreign paupers, but would 
be ruined. This is explained by that same gentleman in this way : 

I am often asked the question, ‘Don’t you think you are getting too many 
potteries in this country?’’ My answer always is, No, the more the merrier. It 
is with a growing industry as with all things else—necessity knows no law. 
When competition in plain goods brings the price down below a living profit, 
trade stretches out its feelers and twines around a higher and more ornamental! 
branch. So the tree of beauty climbs. Art growsthis way, by labor, of necessity. 
It only can come through experience, wealth, and culture. 

No one should fear home competition; the only thing that kills, absolutely 
annihilates, is foreign competition unchecked by protective laws. Home compe- 


tition creates new fields, new products, higher grades, so that all can live, with 
adequate protection. 


abroad is not the difference between free trade and adequate protection. 


_ Now, sir, the whole thing is explained there. Competition is not in- 
jurious because it is competition, but it is only injurious according to 
the nativity of the competitor. We can compete here with each other 
if we bring the price of calico down to one-fourth of a cent a yard, and 
still live and still make money, and the manufacture would still be 
profitable and the wages paid our laborers would still be higher than 
those paid in Europe; and there will not be pauper labor by any man- 
ner of means; but if competition from abroad brings down the price of 
the same calico or any other article, although it did not bring it down 
nearly to one-fourth of a cent a yard, we should be ruined, because it 
would ‘kill and annihilate us.’’ 

_ The foreign competition annihilates and ruins, but the home competi- 
tion is the life of trade! Thatisthe argument inanutshell, anda more 
ridiculous and absurd set of propositions I have never known in my 
life. In the first place it is that the protective tariff absolutely brings 
down the price of everything, and in the second place that however low 
the price gees, provided that price comes from domestic competition, it 
is all lovely and we make money! Is not that ahandsomesetof propo- 
sitions to draw to? They comprise the whole argument in this case. 

The same old storv is again gone over every time a gentleman rises 
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people to buy his goods at a higher price than they can 
week could make more hat-bodies in a day with a machine than could ten men | 


; not) to pay his laborers higher prices than other peopl 
to acquire was lost, and I could see but one way for us to get the trade back to 
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on the other side of the Chamber to advocate some protection—it isan 
infant industry; it isstrugyling, struggling against foreign competition, 
struggling against the pauper labor of Europe, and it must be fed, and 
when it has obtained the necessary protection its growth is prosperous 
and prices immediately come dewa; and with ample machinery there 
is & busy, happy, contented, and well-dressed people, and a church spire 
towers over all, and a school-house, with its imposing proportions, is 
lifted against the sky on a hill top, and a lordly mansion somewhere 
belonging to the owner of it all, who is getting rich, and all the people 
happy and prosperous and so forth: and now, if you withdraw this 
protection it will die, it will perish, and everything will rise in price 
again. That is the same old story I have 
again—and I expect to hear it until th 
an attempt is made to lower duties ; 

No one on the face of the earth doubts that if you will give a man 
#® monopoly, and will shut out all competition trom him and oblige 


heard again and again and 
ith day of March—every time 


t 


vet them any- 
where else, he will get rich, and he can afford (whether he does it. or 
~ and he can 
build school-houses, and can build churches, and he can have the nicest 
time inthe world. The question is, where does it all come trom It 
all comes out of the pockets of the consumers, as a matter of course. 
Mr. President, if we are to do anything for the reliefof the people by 
this bill we ought certainly to go forward and do it, and we ought cer 
tainly to have some regard tor the interests of the Government in rais 
ing the revenue necessary for itssupport It seems to me that our whole 
legislation and our whole time here should not be employed in consult 
ing how the people of this country may be taxed to sustain some one 
man’s private interest or a dozen men's private interest or the private 
interest of any particular community; and yet that is just what we are 
doing; that is the whole course of our legislation 
But, Mr. President, 1 have digressed from the subjeet under consid 
eration. My wish was simply to say that the whole subject of pottery, 
the cost of labor and of the material together, does not reach quite 75 
per cent.; and it is clearly shown that the employers, whenever they 
can, employ foreign labor, to the detriment and exclusion of \meriean 
labor; and as there is a tax on the goods of the foreign pauper coming 
into this country, there will be no protection to American labor until 
there isa tax on the pauper himself to prevent his coming in. ‘That is 
shown in the case of De Panw. Whenever a man can get cheaper goods 


) manufactured by bringing in foreigners he will doso, and the Amerean 


Now, the difference between the cost of labor here and | 


labor may shift for itself! All that | want, all that I long tor, and all 
that I labor for and all that I live for politically is to see the day come 
when the American workingman will no longer be madea dupe of, but 
will see that these taxes levied in his name are a fraud upon him and 
for the purpose of enriching the manulacturer Who puts the tax in his 
own pocket. 

Mr. SLATER. Mr. President, in connection with what the Senator 
from North Carolina has been saying I desire to call attention to sub- 
stantial facts which, I think, throw a little light upon what protection 
is and who claim protection. I do this at the risk of being taken to 
task again for the use of figures which have Leen placed before us by 
the Tariff Commission; but I can not understand why they should be 
placed before us if they are not to be used, and to be used legitimately, 
as it would seem they were intended to be 
itself. 

I find on page 104 of the Tariff Conimission’s report a schedule under 
the head of **‘ mechanical and manufacturing industries of the United 
States, &e.”’ Glancing over the column of the various manufactures 
there referred to, I find that the output for 1882 is $5,696,677,060, all 
of which has had the benetit of a protection under our present laws 

By referring to the tariff schedule furnished us in table 26 [ find that 
this class of mechanical industries for 1882 received a uniform protec 
tion of 42 per cent. Then carrying out the calculation I tind that these 
industries received in round numbers the beneficial effects of tariff leg 


used by the commission 


| islation to the amount of $1,627,622,018, a sum more than $100,000,000 





greater than our interest-bearing bonded debt of the United States 
And looking again to it I find that the amount received at the Treasury 
in 1882 was $215,000,000 and something more. In other words, the 
people of the United States are paying to these protected industries 
$7.50 to get $1 into the Treasury of the United States. It was sup- 
posed that something happened last fall in the November elections, and 
this is the reason of it. The people are beginning to understand what 
protectron is and who bears the burdens of protection. 

Mr. MORGAN. Mr. President, the discussion of this branch of the 


| tariff seems to have brought directly up various phases of the doctrine 
| of protection. 


It seems to have two sides to it, in which capital is in 
controversy with the consumer and also in controversy with the oper 
atives, the men employed in making manufactures of various kinds 
I would naturally help those who belong to the class of consumers, in- 
asmuch as there are not a great variety of manufactures in my section 
of country; but I have always believed that a high protective tariff 
bore more severely upon the men who are employed in manufactures, 
who give their skill, their genius, their labor, and their sacrifices of 
every kind to the building up and conducting of these industries, than 


on almost any other class that could be named. A very intelligent 
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gentleman, Mr. William K. Wright, of Philadelphia, president of the | bosom—and the doing of everything which has any effect and tendency 


Association of Dealers in lottery in the United States, made an address | 
before the Tariff Commission at Buffalo, New York, and he called atten- 
tion in that address to a memorial which had been sent by the oper- 
ative potters of the city of Trenton, New Jersey, to the Senate and 
House of Representatives; and as his quotation from that is very brief | 
I will read it 


To the Senate and House of Representatives : 


We, the operative potters of the city of Trenton, being convinced by experi- 
ence that a high rate of duty on crockery-ware yields no benefit financially to 
the workingman and is inimical to his interests in its effects in increasing the 
price of living generally, respectfully petition your honorable bodies for such a 
revision of the tariff as will reduce the rates on crockery to a revenue basis. 

We respectfully submit that the only plea upon which a high protective tariff 
ean be justified is that it enables the manufacturer to pay better wages to the | 
laborer than he receives in European countries, and that the artisan thus shares 
in the benefit of a higher price which protection allows the manufacturer to ob- | 
tain. 
ican industry” is a false pretense and a delusion, 

it is highly injurious to the workingman when his fair share of its benefits 
are withheld and all its benefits are appropriated by the manufacturer, because 
it strengthens the task-master, while its indirect results being to increase the 
price of all necessaries, it weakens the task-doer. 

In me peneien operation it is monopoly for the benefit of the few at the ex- 
pense of the many. 

Such being our experience, and believing that, with the exception of the 
privileged few who reap its fruit, a high tariff entails disadvantages for which 
it offers no compensation, we respectfully ask for such a reduction as will de- 
stroy monopoly and encourage healthy competition; and your petitioners will, 
as in duty bound, ever pray, &c. 

I do not know, considering the source from which that petition ema- 
nated, that a more eloquent speech could possibly be made in behalf of 
the operatives in the potteries of the United States than is there presented. 
It comes directly from home; it comes from the men interested, the men 
whose skill contributes to the production of articles of high value in 
the line of pottery; men whose labor is utilized by capital for the pur- 
pose of the production of these articles of value, and men who, it ap- 
pears according to their own statement, are almost entirely ignored in 
the benefits of the high protective tariff. I do not know any way by 
which we can measure the rights of the capitalist and the rights of the 
operative in the production of any kind of manufacture. You may pass 
a law by which it shall be said that the capitalist is protected to the ex- 
tent of 50 per cent. on his capital invested, and that he shall divide 25 
per cent. of that with the operative; but that law would be unconsti- 
tutional and in the nature of communism, and we should never venture 
to enact a statute of that kind. 

Now, in what way is this petition of the potters of Trenton, New Jer- 
sey, to be answered otherwise than by a reduction of the tariff on pot- 
tery to a revenue standard? They know perfectly well that if it is so 
reduced they will not,be put out of employment, for the world demands 
so much pottery; clays are at hand in New Jersey, and if they are not 
they are convenient in Alabama in great abundance for the manufacture 
of the very best description of wares that can be produced in any coun- 
try this side of China, and I do not know but what our wares are as 
good as some of those. These men know that the demand for pottery 
and for the skill and taste with which they make it and decorate it will 
always supply them with a sufficient amount of employment, and that 
at living wages. They know that they can not get a division of profits 
with the men who furnish the capital and who receive the direct and 
actual benefits of protection. They know that no law can be passed 
here to compel the capitalist, who receives the protection, to divide his 
profits with them. Then they resort naturally and properly to the 
only other means by which their earnings and their income shall have 
some reasonable approximation to the amount of actual value that they 
confer upon the articles in the making of which these large amounts of 
capital areemployed. Whatisthat? It isthe reduction of the general 
rates of the tariff, so that the living of that man and his family may be 
cheapened. That is the only resource the man has got in the world, 
and well might the Senator from North Carolina congratulate the coun- 
try that the workingmen of this land are beginning to understand the 
actual reasons of this proposition; that they are beginning to see that 
in the enactment of laws for protection there is no possibility of con- 
ferring upon the laboring men of this country engaged in manufactures 
any reasonable share of the bounties and benefactions of the Govern- 
ment otherwise than by reducing those articles of necessity and those 
articles of comfort and those articles of luxury also which they desire 


| the world can occupy. 
| they are honest and faithful laborers; they cut themselves off from 


This not being the case, a tariff levied in the name of “ protection to Amer- | 





that they and their families may enjoy in common with the people of | 


the United States. 

tam alittle opposed to the doctrine which deprives the laboritig man 
and his wife and his children of the benefit of what we term luxuries. 
I think it is the right of every young woman in this country, and every 
young man too, to grow up in the enjoyment of everything that enables 
that young person to make a better appearance, to have a better educa- 
tion, and to have richer food and in more abundance, and to have all 
the facilities which society makes necessary for the introduction of that 
person comfortably into any class or range of company to which he or 
she may be admitted, Ido not believe in placing beyond their reach 
all that may contribute to the adornment of the person and the culti- 
vation of the mind and the cultivation of the taste, the elevation of the 





pride, if you will have it so—for that is a noble sentiment in the human 





to lift them up and put them on as high ground as any other peoplein 
They deserve it. They toil day in and day out; 


every opportunity of enjoyment of what passes through the world dur- 
ing their hours of labor; they find themselves constrained by actual 
necessity under the influences of a high tariff to limit their personal ex- 
penditures down to starvation points, and while it may be true that 
under our system they get more dollars and more cents for a day’s 
work than laborers do in other countries, yet it is certainly true that 


| half the money in other countries would buy for them more than they 


can buy with the whole sum here. 


What is it that they are trying to do? It is to improve, to develop, 


to increase, to prosper, to grow in every good respect and in every worthy 


way. Then, in order to enable them todo that we must put our laws, 
so far as we can control these subjects by law, upon a basis which will 
make the money that they receive for aday’s wages, whether it is a half 
dollar or whether it is a dollar and a half, buy more than can be bought 
anywhere else inthe world. If we put the laboring people of this country 
connected with manufactures upon that foundation, they will not only 
become prosperous, but they will become happy and contented, and we 
shall have nomore of those strikes which have disturbed the equanimity 
of this country during the last seven, eight, or ten years, and indeed 
a great many more years than that. 

I must here express my regret that the Committee on Education and 
Labor of the Senate have not probed into the question which was com- 
mitted unto them at the last session and ascertained from men like 
Mr. Wright and from others like the man from whom the Senator from 
North Carolina read a while ago exactly the condition of affairs as 
between the operatives and the employers. There is the unrevealed 
field of truth into which we are trying to dig and to probe to-day; and 
if that whole subject could be laid open with the frankness and intel- 
ligence which this gentleman, Mr. Wright, possesses, and has exhibited 
in his remarks before the commission and in the petition which he 
there advocated, we should be far less at a loss to know what to do for 
the protection of the American laborer. I am for protecting him, but 
I am, in the language of this petition, for giving him honest and genuine 
protection. I am not for allowing the name of protection to American 
industry to be used as a false pretense and a delusion for the purpose of 
enabling the capitalists of the country to get the advantage of all the 
protection under the tariff system and refuse to divide with the men 
who do the work and furnish the skill and the taste which brings them 
the money. 

These are the reasons which have caused me to be more willing than 
etherwise I should be to reduce the general average and range of tariff 
protection in this country. It is not merely because I represent the 
consuming class and that that class desires to get out of all other oper- 
ative classes a large amount of their values and their earnings at a small 
price, but the intermediary, the man who gives his skill, as in the case 
read by the Senator from North Carolina, seven years’ apprenticeship to 
the promotion of a particular line of industry, after these things have 
been done, deserves that Congress shall do for him all that it can, and 
that in no grudging spirit. When we find that we can benefit such men 
only in one way, and that is by cheapening the duties upon the articles 
on which they and their families must subsist, and which they may use 
and must use in order to make a decent appearance in the world, then, 
sir, does not duty point out to us clearly the path which we must follow 
not only in respect to the consumer but also in respect to the operative ? 
There is a perfect identity of interests between the consumers and the 
operatives in this country, because the expenditures of the operatives are 
in the same line with the expenditures of the consumers ; they use the 
same things ; their families consist of the like membership ; their wants 
and their necessities are the same ; their aspirations and their hopes of 
cultivation and improvement are the same ; and they are allied classes. 
The capitalists of this country, under a false pretense and a delusion, 
claim an alliance with the operatives, when the true alliance is between 
the consumer and the operative and not between the capitalist and the 
operative. The capitalist uses his power to crush both classes. There- 
fore, when I argue in favor of low rates of duty, measured by the stand- 
ard of revenue, my argument goes just as far for the protection and benefit 
of the operative in these factories as it does for the consumer who pro- 
duces the raw material only. 

Mr. MORRILL. We have now had more than four hours of debate 
on a single item of this bill, which I think ought not to have occupied 
over thirty minutes, and we might have obtained in that time all the 
information we have received. I hope now we may be permitted to 
have a vote. 

Mr. MORGAN. I should like to say in reply to that stereotyped re- 
mark of the honorable Senator from Vermont, that if he was half as 
economical of the expenditures of the people of the United States as he 


_ is of the time of the Senate we should be very happy throughout the 


whole country. 


Mr. EDMUNDS. I should like to inquire whether it would be in 


order to move that there be a tax of 50 per cent. ad valorem on debate, 
in order to protect the industry of debate in this country? (Laughter. | 
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Mr. PLUMB. Inreply tothe Senator from Vermont [Mr. EpMUNDs] 
I wish to ask him what he thinks such a tax would actually yield if it 
was based on the value of the debate? [Laughter. ] 

Mr. EDMUNDS. That is a question for the Treasury Department; 
I cannot say. 

Mr. PLUMB. Ifa specific duty were levied I think it might realize 
something, but an ad valorem duty would yield nothing. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr. INGALLSin the chair). The ques- 
tion is on the amendment offered by the Senator from Kentucky | Mr. 
Beck]. 

Mr. BECK called for the yeas and nays. 

The yeas and nays were ordered, and the Principal Legislative Clerk 

roceeded to call the roll. . 

Mr. FARLEY (when his name was called). Lam paired with my 
colleague [Mr. MILLER, of California]. I do not see him in his seat. 
If he were here, I should vote ‘‘ yea.’’ 

Mr. JACKSON (when his name was called). I am paired with the 
Senator from Maine [Mr. FRYE]. If he were present, I should vote 
‘*vea.’’ 

“Mr. JONES, of Florida (when his name was called). I am paired 
with the Senator from Illinois[Mr. LoGAN]. If he were here, I should 
vote ‘‘yea.’’ 

Mr. SEWELL (when Mr. MCPHERSON’S name was called). I desire 
to announce that my colleague [Mr. MCPHERSON] is paired with the 
Senator from Arkansas [Mr. WALKER] on this question. 

Mr. SLATER (when his name was called). I am paired with the 
Senator from Louisiana [Mr. KELLOGG]. Otherwise I should vote 
“ ea.’’ 

Mr. WALKER (when his name was called). Lam paired with the 
Senator from New Jersey [Mr. MCPHERSON]. If he were here, he would 
vote ‘‘nay’’ and my vote would be “ yea.”’ 

The roll-call was concluded. 

Mr. ALLISON. Iam paired with the Senator from Delaware [ Mr. 
BAYARD]. Ido not know how he would vote on this question, but if 
he were here, I should vote ‘‘ nay.’’ 

The result was announced—yeas 21, nays 29; as follows: 








YEAS—21. 
Barrow, Coke, Lamar, Saulsbury, 
Beck, Garland, _ Maxey, Vance, 
Butler, George, ' Morgan, Vest, | 
Call, Grover, * Plumb, 
Camden Hampton, : Pugh, 
Cockrel Jonas, Ransom, | 
NAYS—29. 

Aldrich, Dawes, Lapham, Sawyer, 
Anthony, Edmunds, MecDill, Sewell, 
Blair, Groome, MeMillan, Sherman, 
Cameron of Pa., Harrison, Mahone, Voorhees, 
Cameron of Wis., Hawley, Miller of N. Y., Windom. 
Chilcott, Hill, Morrill, 
Conger, Hoar, Platt, 
Davis of W. Va., _ Ingalls, Rollins, 

ABSENT—26. 
Allison, Frye, Jones of Nevada, Saunders, 
Bayard, Gorman, Kellogg, Slater, 
Brown, Hale, Logan, Van Wyck, 
Davis of IIl., Harris, McPherson, Walker, 
Fair, Jackson, Miller of Cal., Williams. 
Farley, Johnston, Mitchell, 
Ferry, Jones of Florida, Pendleton, 


So the amendment was rejected. | 

The item from lines 414 to 417 was agreed to. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The reading will proceed. | 

The Acting Secretary read lines 418 to 420, as follows: 

China, porcelain, parian, and bisque ware, plain white, and not ornamented or | 
decorated in any manner, 55 per cent. ad valorem. 

Mr. BECK. My motion covers that line, making it 45 per cent., the | 
present law. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Theamendment is to strike out ‘‘fifty- 
five’’ and insert ‘‘ forty-five.”’ 

Mr. BECK. I want the yeas and nays on that. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. | 

The Principal Legislative Clerk proceeded to call the roll, and Mr. | 
ALDRICH answered to his name. | 

Mr. PLUMB. What is the proposition ? 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. TheSecretary will report the amend- | 
ment, 

The PRINCIPAL LEGISLATIVE CLERK. In line 419 it is proposed to | 
strike out ‘‘55 per cent. ’’ and to insert *‘45 per cent.;’ so as to read: | 

China, porcelain, parian, and bisque ware, plain white, and not ornamented | 
or decorated in any manner, 45 per cent. ad valorem. | 

Mr. PLUMB. I move to amend that proposition by making the duty | 
50 per cent. ad valorem. 

Mr. ALDRICH. I have answered to my name on the roll-call. 

Mr. MORRILL. The roll-call had commenced. 
sata PRESIDING OFFICER. As a strict question of parliamentary 

Ww 

Mr. PLUMB. I withdraw the amendment. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Senator from Rhode Island havy- 





Ing answered to his name, the amendment can not be moved, but it is 
usual in such a case to regard the call as not having commenced. 

Mr. PLUMB. I was not aware that an answer was given to the 
call, or I should not have proposed the amendment. I withdraw it 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. 
roll. 

The roll-call was resumed. 

Mr. FARLEY (when his name was called 
colleague (Mr. MILLER, of California] 
** yea.” 

Mr. GARLAND (when his name was called lam paired with the 
Senator from Vermont [Mr. Epmunps]. If he were here, [should vote 
*ven.”” 

Mr. SLATER (when Mr. GRovER’s name was called). My colleague 
[Mr. GROVER] is paired with the Senator trom Louisiana [Mr. Ke 
LOGG]. I have transferred my pair to my colleague. 

Mr. JACKSON (when his name was called 
Senator from Maine [Mr. Frye}. 

Mr. JONES, of Florida (when his name was called) 
with the Senator from Hlinois [Mr. Log Ay J. 
vote **yea.’’ 

Mr. WALKER (when his name was called) 
Senator from New Jersey [ Mr. MCPHERSON ]. 
vote ‘‘yea.’’ 

The roll-call was concluded. 

Mr. ALLISON. [am paired with the Senator from Delaware [M1 
BAYARD]. 

The result was announced—yeas 20, nays 27 


The Secretary will proceed with th 


Lam paired with nay 
It he were here, I should vote 


1 am paired with the 


Tam paired 
If he were here, [should 


Lam paired with the 
If he were here, [should 


; as follows: 
YEAS—2. 


Barrow, George, Maxey, Ransom, 
Beck, Groome, Morgan, Saulsbury, 
Camden, Hampton, Pendleton, Slater, 
Cockrell, Jonas, Plumb, Vance, 
Coke, Lamar, Pugh Vest. 
NAYS—27. 

Aldrich, Davis of W. Va., Lapham, Rollins, 
Anthony, Dawes, MeDill, Sawyer, 
Blair, Harrison, MeMillan, Sewell, 
Cameron of Pa., Hawley, Mahone, Sherman, 
Cameron of Wis., Hill, Miller of N, Y., Voorhees, 
Chilcott, Hoar, Morrill, Windom. 
Conger, Ingalls, Platt, 

A BSENT—29 
Allison, Farley, Jackson Mitchell, 
Bayard, Ferry, Johnston, Saunders, 
Brown, Frye, Jones of Florida, Van Wyck, 
Butler, Garland Jones of Nevada, Walker, 
Call, CGiorman, Kellogg, Williams 
Davis of Ill. Grover, Logan 
Edmunds, Hale, MePherson, 
Fair, Harris, Miller of Cal., 


So the amendment was rejected. 

Mr. BECK. In line 419 I move to strike out ** fifty-five’? and to in- 
sert ‘‘fifty,’’ so as to make the rate of duty 50 per cent. ad valorem, 
which is the present law; and 5 per cent. in addition is a sum sutlicient 
to cover all that could be possibly claimed for striking off crates, if we 
do strike them off, which we have not yet done. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER = The question is on agreeing to the 
amendment of the Senator from Kentucky [Mr. BEck ]. 

Mr. ALDRICH. I desire to call the attention of the Senator trom 


| Kentucky and the Senate to a statement made by Mr. William hk 


Wright, a gentleman whom the Senator from Alabama has just quoted 


| in a laudatory manner, upon the question of the cost of packages and 


inland freight. On page 761 of the testimony Mr. Wright shows that a 
calculation made ona fairaverage of one hundred crates of carthen-ware 


imported, the cost of the packages and straw was 13 per cent., and of in 


land freight 6% per cent., making the aggregate cost of these two items 


19% per cent. In the same report, page 2291, in a statement made by 
two hundred and fifty persons and iirms, importers and dealers, through 
out the country, embracing almost all the States in the Union, they say 

We ask for the abrogation of duty on packing charges, &e.. because on the 
lower grades of white and printed earthen-ware, majolica. and Bohemian glass 
ware, on which the nominal duty is 40 per cent., the actual duty collected onthe 
cost of the goods amounts to from 70 to 80 per cent., and we have every reason 
to believe that none outside of those whoare engaged in the importation of these 
goods have, and even those who enacted the laws respecting thereto had, the 
remotest idea of how onerous the packing charges, inland freight, &c., bear on 
the original cost of the goods. 

This is testimony before the Tariff Commission trom the very genth 
men who have been quoted on the other side upon this question 

Mr. BECK. I only desire to say that I have placed the testimony on 
fileof twenty or thirty cases where 5 percent. covered it; besides we have 


| not taken off any charges from the crates, and I judge from the way the 


Senate is voting now we do not propose to do it, although there is a 


| clause when we come toit that Senators will haveachance to vote upon 


I assume that those gentlemen who have voted for protection will vote 
for protection upon crates as well when it comes to that. 

Mr. PLUMB. I voted to reduce the duty on these various articles 
of china, &c., so far as they have already been voted upon, and I ex 
pect to keep that up. I desire to say, however, now, more particularly 
with reference to the argument adduced upon this question, that I have 
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yet to hear a single word uttered in regard to the interest of the class 
of people who have got to pay these taxes. The Senator from Ohio 
argued laboredly and ably as to the interests of the people who manu- | 
facture, but I have yet to learn that a single person who is interested 
in this matter from the basis of the tax-payers has ever been heard be- 
fore the commission, or that his interest has been considered in the 
slightest degree. It is simply what is necessary to keep these people 
going and to give them an ample and plethoric profit upon their labor 
and their capital. 

fam not willing to accept that alone as the basis upon which we | 
should proceed. Iam not willing to consider in connection with this | 
matter the importer at all; Lam willing to leave him entirely out ; but 
I would be glad to hear from somebody who is interested in this from 
the basis of the tax-paying standpoint, and then strike a difference per- 
haps between him and the person interested from the manufacturing 
standpoint, and see if we could not get something that was reasonably 
equitable, 

I venture the prophecy now that any tariff bill which proceeds en- | 
tircly and exclusively, as this seems to do, upon the basis of the per- | 
son Who is to manufacture and who is to receive the profits, and any | 
report which is based solely upon counsel with that class of people, will 
not become a law. Not only will it not probably become a law, but 
what is worse it will beget, | think, a most unhappy state of feeling 
in the public mind in regard to what is proposed for the people of this 
country in the shape of atarilf bill. I think it would be wise to mod- | 
erate to some extent the demands and exactions of those who manu- 
fheture, and to consider to some extent the interests and wishes of those 
people who have got to pay the taxes, if they are to be levied at all. 

With that idea, not because | assume to know more about it than | 
anybody else, but because | think the truth usually lies between ex- 
tremes, | propose to vote, so far as I have any vote to give, for a redue- 
tion of the tariff upon every single item that is proposed in this bill, 
and not to base wn increase of duty upon the outery of manufacturers that 
they can not live unless they are protected. 

The Senator from Ohio advanced what seemed to me a very novel 
argument. Hesaid because trade was dull we ought to put up the duty. 
In other words, up to within about six months these people have been | 
making large profits in the manufacture of these various wares, but in | 
the last six months trade has been dull. It seemed to be an extraor- | 
dinary argument indeed that at a time when goods could not be sold at 
all and consequently there was a cessation in their manufacture we | 
should remedy that disease by putting up the duty. If the basis upon 
which we are to proceed is that every time trade is dull we shall pro- 
ceed to turn the serew upon the people who are paying for these things 
and raise the duty in favor of the men who are manulacturing them, I 
venture the hope that no tariff bill will be passed, 

I think it would be an outrage upon the people of the United States; 
it would be flying in the face of the latest authentic expression of their 
wishes in regard to what ought to be done. If itis to be a tariff to put | 
things up in order that men may have some shelter behind which to 
labor and put up prices in place of putting them down, then I think | 
the sooner we abandon any effort to reconstruct the tariff until we can 
come to the consideration of it from the basis of the interests and | 
wishes and well-being of the entire people of the United States the better. | 

Mr. MORRILL. I trust that the Senator from Kansas has not for- | 
gotten so soon that on his motion we increased the rate of duty upon 
castor-oil, consumed by the common people all over the country. 

Mr. PLUMB. No, my dear sir, we did not; we simply did not put 
it down as much as the Tariff Commission recommended it should be. 
With a very great consideration for the people who were heard before 
them, they raised the tax upon the manufactured article and put it 
down upon the agricultural production of the country; and I only pro- 
tested against that and insisted that the duty should only be reduced in 
proportion, as some manufactured articles had been. No, Mr. President, 
upon my motion the duty upon castor-oil and castor-beans was not put 
down; it simply was not raised. 

Mr. MORRILL. It was put up from what it was in the bill. 

Mr. PLUMB. Oh, it was put up from what it was in the bill. 

Mr. BECK. If the Senator from Kansas will allow me, even after 
the increase he moved at 30 per cent. it stands below the present law, 
while this is a pro 1 increase of 5 per cent. above the present law. 

Mr. PLUMB. Thatiswhat Iwasabouttosay. I donot ask that any 
duty shall be increased. No one raising anything within the State of 
Kansas and no manufacturer in that State asks for an increase of duty 
on anything. We doask that a ring, if I may use that expression with- 
out offense, a collection and combination of interests located upon the 
eastern frontier of this country, near to the seat and source of power, 

sasily accessible to tariff commissions, and easy to get their ears, shall 

not have theirown way about everything of this kind entirely, irrespect- 
ive of the sections of this country remote from the seat and sources of 
power. 

Mr. President, some of us have got to be consulted before this bill 
finally passes, and some of us will be consulted after the bill has passed 
in regard to the reasons for the action or non-action taken. I say now 
to the persons who have the run of this thing, to those who have had 


| Senator from Maine [Mr. FRYE]. 





control and are better posted, and have been able by arts and by vari- 





ous processes to do those things which were not thoroughly understood — 
I beg of them to consider that the people are watching this proceeding, 
and that they want no higher taxes, but lower taxes, and that in giv- 
ing the protection for American industry they want to have a decent 
chance for a class of people who by reason of their calling can not be 
protected at all, but who have got to take their chances in the markets 
of the world for their products, hard products to raise, expensive prod- 
ucts to get to market, and in the production of which there is the 
smallest margin of profit. 

I was talking with a farmer from Massachusetts to-day about this 
thing. He said he had as good a farm as there was in the old Bay 


State, and yet he said that he could barely make both ends meet, and 


he complained to me that one of the reasons why he could not do so 


| was because everything else that surrounded him was so much pro- 


tected that it simply took the difference between profit and loss in his 


| calling and left him a very slim chance indeed from year to year. 


The PRESIDING OFFICER. The question is on the amendment 
offered by the Senator from Kentucky [Mr. Beck] to strike out ‘55 
per cent. ad valorem’? and insert ‘‘50 per cent. ad valorem.”’ 

Mr. MORRILL. I ask for the yeas and nays. 

The yeas and nays were ordered, and the Principal Legislative Clerk 
proceeded to call the roll. 

Mr. FARLEY (when his name was called). I am paired with my 
colleague [Mr. MILLER, of California] on this question. If he were 
here, I should vote *‘yea.’’ 

Mr. GARLAND (when his name was called). 
Senator from Vermont [Mr. EpMUNDs]. 
vote ‘yea.’’ 

Mr. JACKSON (when his name was called). 


I am paired with the 
If he were here, I should 


Iam paired with the 
If I were not paired, I should vote 
** vea.”” 

‘Mr. JONES, of Florida (when his name was called). 
with the Senator from Illinois [Mr. LoGAN]. 
vote * yea.”’ 

Mr. WALKER (when his name was called). 
Senator from New Jersey [Mr. MCPHERSON ]. 
vote ** yea.”’ 

The roll-call having been concluded, the result was announced—yeas 
22, nays 27; as follows: 


I am paired 
If he were here, I should 


Iam paired with the 
If he were here, I should 


YEAS—22. 


Barrow, Coke, Maxey, Saulsbury, 
Beck, George, Morgan, Slater, 
Butler, Groome, Pendleton, Vance, 
Call, Hampton, Plumb, Vest. 
Camden, Jonas, Pugh, 
Cockrell, Lamar, Ransom, 

NAYS—27. 
Aldrich, Dawes, Lapham, Rollins, 
Anthony, Hale, MceDill, Sawyer, 
Blair, Harrison, MeMillan, Sewell, 
Cameron of Pa., Hawley, Mahone, Sherman, 
Cameron of Wis., Hill, Miller of N. Y., Voorhees, 
Chilcott, Hoar, Morrill, Windom. 
Conger, Ingalls, Platt, 

ABSENT—27. 

Allison, Farley, Jackson, Miller of Cal., 
Bayard, Ferry, Johnston, Mitchell, 
Brown, Frye, Jones of Florida, Saunders, 
Davis of Illinois, Garland, Jones of Nevada, Van Wyck, 
Davis of W. Va., Gorman, Kellogg, Walker, 
Edmunds, Grover, Logan, Williams. 
Fair, Harris, McPherson, 


So the amendment was rejected. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. 
reading. 

The item from line 421 to line 425, inclusive, was read, as follows: 

All other earthen, stone, and crockery-ware, white, glazed, edged, printed, 
nergame ln pon or cream-colored, composed of earthy or mineral substances, 
not specially enumerated or provided for in this act, 50 per cent. ad valorem. 

Mr. VANCE. According to the notice I gave I now move to strike 
out the word “‘fifty,’’ in line 424, and to insert ‘‘ twenty-five;”’ so as 
read ‘25 per cent. ad valorem.’’ 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The question is on agreeing to the 
amendment of the Senator from North Carolina [Mr. VANCE]. 

Mr. VANCE. Mr. President, I desire to detain the Senate buta single 
moment, as I partially discussed the proposition before we came to it in 
the previous remarks which I made. 

This is the clause in the specification of these goods which the great 
bulk of the people are most interested in, the amount of importations 
for the year ending June 30, 1882, being $4,438,237.36 in value, and the 
amount of duty collected $1,775,294.93, showing the extensiveness to 
which the articles are used by all the people at large. 

The difference between the goods named in this paragraph and those 
in the first clause, beginning at line 411, is simply the little matter of 
ornamentation which may be given to them, as I before explained; and 
why a man should be permitted to buy a lot of plain white stone-ware 
for the use of his table at a certain price, and should be compelled, if 
he bought the same lot of stone-ware precisely with a little ornamenta- 
tion, with a little ring around the plates and saucers, or a flower, or 
something in the way of decoration displaying taste among the people, 


The Secretary will proceed with the 
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to pay 100 per cent. more for that, when the fact is that the ornamenta- 
7 1 


tion does not cost more than 2} per cent. or 5 per cent. on the article, 
is something that I can not see any reason for. Of course the addi- 
tional cost of ornamenting the article is included in sthe ad valorem 
which will be levied. 

For these reasons, in the effort to bring decorated common earthen- 
ware within the reach of the poorest people of the country and of all 
the people, I have moved to reduce the dut y from 50 to 25 per cent. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The question is on agreeing to the 
amendment of the Senator from North Carolina [Mr. VANcE]. 

Mr. VANCE. I ask for the yeas and nays. 

The yeas and nays were ordered; and the Principal Legislative Clerk 
proceeded to call the roll. 

Mr. ALLISON (when his name was called). 
Senator from Delaware [Mr. BAYARD]. 

Mr. FARLEY (when his name was called). 
colleague [Mr. MILLER, of California]. 

Mr. GARLAND (when his name was called). [| am paired with the 
Senator from Vermont [Mr. EpMUNDs]. If he were here, I should vote 
Ah ge ” 

Mr. HAWLEY (when his name was called). [am paired with the 
Senator from South Carolina [Mr. HAMPTON], who was obliged to leave | 
the Chamber. If he were present, I should vote ‘‘nay.’’ 

Mr. JACKSON (when his name was called). [Tam paired with the | 
Senator from Maine [Mr. Frye]. 


fam paired with the 


I am paired with my 


Mr. WALKER (when his name was called). [am paired with the | 
Senator from New Jersey [Mr. MCPHERSON]. If he were here, I should | 
vote ‘‘ yea.”’ | 


The roll-call having been completed, the result was announced—yeus 
20, nays 27; as follows: 


YEAS—20, 
Barrow, Coke, Maxey, Ransom, } 
Beck, George, Morgan, Saulsbury, 
Butler, Groome, Pendleton, Slater, 
Call, Jonas, Plumb, Vance, | 
Cockrell, Lamar, Pugh, Vest. } 
NAYS—27. 
Aldrich, Davis of W. Va., Lapham, Rollins, 
Anthony, Dawes, MeDill, Sawyer, 
Blair, Hale, MeMillan, Sewell, 
Cameron of Pa., Harrison, Mahone, Sherman, 
Cameron of Wis., Hill, Miller of N. Y., Voorhees, 
Chilcott, Hoar, Morrill, Windom. 
Conger, Ingalls, Platt, 
ABSENT—29. 
Allison, Ferry, Jackson, Mitchell, 
Bayard, Frye, Johnston, Saunders, | 
Brown, Garland Jones of Florida, Van Wyck, | 
Camden, Gorman, Jones of Nevada, Walker, 
Davis of IIL, Grover, Kellogg, Williams. 
Edmunds, Hampton, Logan, 
Fair, Harris, McPherson, 


Farley, Hawley, 

So the amendment was rejected. 
Mr. BECK. In line 424, I move to strike out ‘‘fifty’’ and to insert 
“‘forty,’’ so as toread ‘‘40 per cent. ad valorem.’’ That is restoring the | 
present tariff upon this plain class of goods which are the lowest-priced 
goods of this sort and which the poorest people are compelled to have. | 
The present value of these goods imported is $4,438,237.36, and the 
duty collected upon them is $1,775,294.93, the tariff being 40 per cent., 
and upon this class of cheap goods it is now proposed to make the duty 
50 per cent., or an increase of 25 per cent. upon the present rate of duty, 
and to add $443,823 to the taxes that the people will have to pay for 
the crockery they can not get along without. I propose to restore it to 

the present rate. 

Mr. SEWELL. I wish to say that the present rate of duty is 40 

r cent. and the rate proposed by the committee is 50 per cent., al- 
owing 10 per cent. for the difference on the crates, commissions, Kc. 
It has been proved to the satisfaction of the Senate, I think, from the 
votes of the Senate, that that amounts to fully 10 per cent., although | 
some of the importers themselves when desiring an allowance for that 
figured it up to 19 per cent. The report of the committee on this 
question, fixing the rate at 50 per cent., is practically, as I said before 
when on the floor, the same as the present tariff. The adoption of the 
amendment of the Senator from Kentucky would practically close 
every productive industry of this kind in the country to-day, because 
under this clause the articles are principally made. | 
_ Mr. DAWES. The Senator from Kentucky is exceedingly well posted | 
in figures. I should like to inquire of himif he has any figures to show | 
the cost to the consumer for several years past, whether it has been on 
the rise or on the fall? 

Mr. BECK. I know of no means of reaching that. 

Mr. DAWES. Why I inquire is because it would be interesting to 
know how much the consumer is suffering, year in and year out, in con- 
sequence of this great duty that is imposed, whether the price is going 
up or going down. I did not know but that the Senator might have 

his curiosity led to that branch of inquiry. 

Mr. BECK. I can only answer that the consumers of this product 
have to pay 50 percent. more than the thing is worth in the open markets | 
of the world by reason of this tax, not only upon all that is imported | 


Miller of Cal., 
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| are you grumbling about ?’’ 
| I showed the other day that England is selling the railroad bars and 
| the locomotives, and everything that goes into Mexican roads at just 
| $26 a ton for rails and $5,000 apiece for locomotives, cheaper than we 
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but upon all that is made here, because the clamor is that unless that 
amount of money is paid to a few people here they will starve and this 
industry will be ruined. That is the general ery raised on every item 
of the bill, while the only object of requiring people to pay 50 per cent 
more than the article is worth is to put the money into the pockets of 
some men who will not work as cheap as somebody else 

Mr. SEWELL. The result of the tariff of 40 per cent. during the 
last twenty years has been to cheapen this article 50 per cent. It is 
that much cheaper to-day than it was then 

Mr. VANCE. [think I can answer that question if permitted 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Senator trom Massachusetts ha 
the tloor. 

Mr. DAWES. If the Senator from Kentucky would look into the 
evidence before the Tariff Commission perhaps he might be enabled to 
fortify himself and satisfy himself that he is in the right; that the con 


| sumer has to pay this price, and that the duty puts so much into the 


pockets of somebody else, and perhaps it would overthrow that theory 
in his mind. ‘The Senator does not seem to have investigated that thet 
The truth that cannot be controverted is that under this policy the 
price to the consumer has been going down all the time, and it has tillen 
Within these few years 50 per cent. 

Mr. PLUMB. Within what time? 

Mr. VANCE. Mr. President 

Mr. ALDRICH. If the Senator 


The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Senator from North Carolina 

Mr. ALDRICH. If the Senator from Massachusetts will allow 
me—— 

Mr. VANCE. — I believe I have the floor. 


The PRESIDING OFFICER. 
has the tloor. 

Mr. DAWES 
me some surprise 

The PRESIDING OFFICER 
the tloor. 

Mr. DAWES. 


The Senator from North Carolina 
Che Senator trom Kansas [Mr PLUMB expresses to 
Phe Senator from North Carolina has 


Will the Senator allow me to relieve the Senator from 


| Kansas trom the surprise he seems to be laboring under? 


Mr. VANCE. Ina moment, if the Senator pleases. 1 think if the 


| Senator were to do so now he would stir up the Senator trom Kansas, 


and then I should have to give place to him 

Mr. ALDRICH Will the Senator from North Carolina allow me to 
read some figures ? 

Mr. VANCE In a moment the Senator 
ean have the floor I want to say that | have been indulging in some 


excuse me, if you please 


equations of the third degree, and am able to answer the question of 


the Senator from Massachusetts. ‘The consumers of these products are 


suffering just precisely to the amount that the manufacturers have been 


benetited, within the fraction of a cent. It is a demonstration. 

Mr. ALDRICH. On page GIS of the testimony betore the Tariff Com 
mission it will be found that a crate of crockery-ware of the kind which 
the Senator from Kentucky has alluded to would cost in 1864, $210.75 
In IS77, SL1L0.10; and in PSs. 357.89, or about one-quarter of the price 
which it would have cost in ING4. the same goods. 

Mr. SAULSBURY. Does the Senator attribute the reduction in 
price to the fact that there has been a tariff put upon the article? 

Mr. ALDRICH. I think that is one of the principal reasons why the 
price has heen reduced 

Mr. VANCE. Then we had better make it over 100 per cent. and 
get our goods for nothing, and bring the manufacturers in debt to us 
{ Laughter. ] 

Mr. BECK. I have only one additional remark to make. It is evi 
dent by the admission of gentlemen on the other side that these men are 
to be driven out by cheap goods; that every man who lives anywhere 
outside of the limits of the United States can buy these things to-day 


| any citizen of Mexico or Canada or the West India Islands, tor precisely 


50 per cent. less than we buy them for. It is because that is the faet 
that 50 per cent. tax is put on to prevent our people from getting them 
at the same price that the English and the French and the German are 
to-day selling to every other country but this 

Senators say that prices have come down. Of course they have. In 
Is64 it took a man three months and perhaps cost him S500 to get to 
California. The railroad takes him there now in six or seven days, and 
that railroad is guilty of extortion Ihave no doubt. The answer would 
be, ‘Suppose it is; did it not take four months betore, and did it not 
cost $500 where it costs $100 now: and you want to go for 350% What 
It is the same in regard to Bessemer steel 


are buying them at Fort Worth; and yet they say competition keeps 
them down. It is competition between countries that have a right to 
sell free. France and Germany are competing with England, and that 
competition keeps the price down. We are competing with nobody 
We are making a tariff of 50 per cent. and 100 per cent. to make out 
people pay what nobody else will pay, while other nations are compet 
ing with each other and bringing down prices every wher 

Mr. MAXEY. I suggest to the Senator from Kentucky that, so far 
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as this talk about the tariff reducing the prices is concerned, the price 
of all articles, including every article that the Senator has referred to 
in England, where the tariff was not placed, is being reduced as rapidly 
usin this country. It is the increased competition and the improve- 
ment in the machinery that does it, and not the tariff. 

Mr. BECK. Of course. 

Mr. MAXEY. The tariff has got nothing to do with the reduction. 

Mr. BECK 


competing with England, and her prices come down and keep down 
lower than the rest of the world, and she is paying to-day 25 per cent. 
more than the best paid labor in France; she is paying 30 per cent. more 
than the best paid labor in Germany; she is paying 40 per cent. more 
than the best paid labor in Belgium, and 50 per cent. more than they 
are paying in Spain and Italy, and because she has free material and 
free commerce she has driven them out of their own markets by her in- 
telligent labor, for pauper labor is the dearest labor in the world. It 
is intelligent labor that we want, and that this country has got if it 
would only take the shackles off its hands and quit erying about starv- 
ing infant industries that have been pampered to death to ruin the 
laborer, 

Mr. ALDRICH. The Senator from Kentucky has alluded to the fact 
that this same article of earthen-ware could be bought at half the price 
abroad at which it may be bought here. That may be accounted for to 
a very large extent by the fact that the average wages paid to plate- 
makers in England is 87.70, asshown by a table at page 617 of the Tar- 
iff Commission report, against $20.30 for wages paid to the same class 
of laborers in New Jersey. About one-third the rate of wages is paid 
in England that is paid to the same class of labor exactly in this coun- 
try. Those are the pockets exactly that the Senator from Kentucky 
has alluded to in which this excess of cost is put—the pockets of the 
laboring men in the State of New Jersey who are engaged in the mak- 
ingot this earthen-ware. Dish-makers are paid $9.62 in England, $19.43 
in America; cup-makers $9.92 in England, against $19.67 in America; 
andso on through the long list, which I shall not detain the Senate to 
read 

Mr. BECK. The Tariff Commission have furnished a schedule of the 
wages paid to all the persons engaged in pottery, stone-ware, and porce- 
lain. ‘There are 9,494 hands; the wages paid is $3,279,535, only about 
D400 a year. 

Mr. VANCE. Three hundred and forty-five dollars. 

Mr. BECK. Three hundred and forty-five dollars Iam told exactly, 
less than a dollar a day, and yet these people who get less than a dollar a 
day—here is the amount of wages, $3,279,535, the number of hands 
9,494; anybody can make the calculation—are paying twice what any- 
body else is paying for all they use, and they are not getting rich very 
fast 

Mr. MAXEY. The whole theory upon which this bill proceeds is 
as false in political economy as it is in the theory of our Constitution. 
We have a right under the Constitution to lay and collect taxes, duties, 
imposts, and excises for the purpose, and for the purpose only, of pay- 
ing the public debt, providing for the common detense, and promoting 
the general welfare of the country. Now we are told when we strike 
this protected article that it is not the tariff that increases the price. 
If it is not the tariff which does it, I ask how it is that when you strike 
one of these protected industries every Senator who represents a pro- 
tected industry is instantly upon his feet to fight for the highest tariff 
he can get? The actions do not correspond with the theory. 

Again, it is said that this is done for the purpose of protecting labor. 
Outof whose pockets is the money taken to protect the labor? The very 
item we are acting upon now is the poorest class of crockery-ware, the 
cheapest class of crockery-ware, a ware which is used by the negroes 
of the South, which is used by the poor people throughout the whole 
country, which is used by the laboring people of the country; and yet 
the theory is that we have got to take part of the hard earnings of these 
people who work day by day for their living, who work by day’s labor 
to make the money to feed their families, in order to protect some other 
labor. Where is there honesty or justice in taking the money out of 
the pockets of the people of your State, Mr. President, to put it into 
the pockets of anybody else ? 

What is fair and right is to raise by taxation whatever amount of 
money is necessary for the due purposes of the Government, and not 
one farthing more. The whole theory of protection from beginning to 
end is false in logic, false in political economy, and in violation of the 
very spirit and purpose of our Constitution. 

Mr. CAMERON, of Pennsylvania (at 50’clock and 15 minutes p. m. ). 
I move that the Senate do now adjourn. 

Mr. MORRILL.  L ask for the yeas and nays. 

The yeas and nays were ordered, and the Principal Legislative Clerk 
proceeded to call the roll. 

Mr. GARLAND (when his name was called). 
Senator trom Vermont [Mr. EpMuNDs]. 
vote ‘ yea.”’ 

Mr. HAWLEY (when his name was called). 
Senator from South Carolina [Mr. HAMPTON]. 
should vote ‘‘nay.”’ 


I am paired with the 
If he were here, I should 


I am paired with the 
If he were here, I 


Germany is competing with England, Belgium is com- | 
peting with England, France is competing with England, the world is 
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The roll-call having been concluded, the result was announced— 
yeas 20, nays 24; as follows: 


YEAS—2. 
Barrow, Cockrell, Jonas, Saulsbury, 
Beck, Coke, Maxey, Slater, 
Call, Davis of W.Va., Pendleton, Vance, 
Camden, George, Pugh, Vest, 
Cameron of Pa., Jackson, Ransom, Voorhees. 

NAYS—24. 
Aldrich, Dawes, MeDill, Plumb, 
Anthony, Harrison, MeMillan, Rollins, 
Blair, Hill, Mahone, Sawyer, 
Cameron of Wis., Hoar, Miller of N. Y., Sewell, 
Chilcott, Ingalls, Morrill, Sherman, 
Conger, Lapham, Platt, Windom. 

ABSENT—282. 

Allison, Ferry, Harris, McPherson, 
Bayard, Frye, Ilawley, Miller of Cal., 
Brown, Garland, Johnston, Mitchell, 
Butler, Gorman, Jones of Florida, Morgan, 
Davis of I11., Groome, Jones of Nevada, Saunders, 
Edmunds, Grover, Kellogg, Van Wyck, 
Fair, Hale, Lamar, Walker, 
Farley, Hampton, Logan, Williams. 


So the Senate refused to adjourn. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The question recurs on the amend- 
ment offered by the Senator from Kentucky [Mr. Breck]. 

Mr. BECK called for the yeas and nays. 

The yeas and nays were ordered; and the Principal Legislative Clerk 
proceeded to call the roll. 

Mr. CAMERON, of Pennsylvania (when his name was called). On 
this question I am paired with the Senator from South Carolina [Mr. 
BuTLER]. If he were here, I should vote ‘‘ nny.’ 

Mr. GARLAND (when his name was called). I am paired with the 
Senator from Vermont [Mr. EpMuNDs]. If he were here, I should vote 
** yvea;’’ and while I am on the floor I will announce the pair of my col- 
league [Mr. WALKER] with the Senator from New Jersey [Mr. Mc- 
PITERSON ]. 

Mr. HAWLEY (when his name was called). 
Senator from South Carolina [Mr. Hampton ]. 

Mr. JACKSON (when his name was called). Iam paired with the 
Senator from Maine [Mr. FRYE]. But for that, I should vote ‘‘ yea.’’ 

Mr. ROLLINS (when Mr. LOGAN’s name wascalled). The Senator 
from Illinois [Mr. LOGAN] is paired with the Senator from Florida 
[Mr. JoNEs]. 

Mr. McDILL (when his name was called). On this question I am 
paired with the Senator from Mississippi [Mr. LAMAR]. I desire to 
say that I voted on the last call of the yeas and nays, having forgotten 
my pair. 

Mr. WINDOM (when his name was called). I am paired with the 
Senator from Alabama[Mr. MORGAN]. Otherwise, I should vote ‘‘nay.’’ 

The roll-call was concluded. 

Mr. HARRISON. I desire to state for the Senator from California 
{Mr. MILLER] that he is paired with his colleague [Mr. FARLEY]. 

Mr. HALE. My colleague [Mr. FRYE] is paired with the Senator 
from Tennessee [Mr. JACKSON ]. 

The result was announced—yeas 17, nays 22; as follows : 


Tam paired with the 


YEAS—17. 
Barrow, Coke, Maxey, Vance. 
Beck, Davis of W. Va., Pendleton, Vest. 
Call, George, Pugh, 
Camden, Groome, Saulsbury, 
Cockrell, Jonas, Slater, 

NAYS—22. 
Aldrich, Dawes, MeMillan, Sawyer, 
Anthony, Hale, Mahone, Sewell, 
Blair, Harrison, Miller of N. Y., Sherman, 
Cameron of Wis., Hill, Morrill, Voorhees. 
Chilcott, Hoar, Platt, 
Conger, Lapham, Rollins, 

ABSENT—37. 

Allison, Frye, Jones of Florida, Plumb, 
Bayard, Garland, Jones of Nevada, Ransom, 
Brown, Gorman, Kellogg, Saunders, 
Butler, Grover, Lamar, Van Wyck, 
Cameron of Pa., Hampton, Logan, Walker, 
Davis of IL, Harris, MeDill, Williams, 
Edmunds, Hawley, McPherson, Windom. 
Fair, Ingalls, Miller of Cal., 
Farley, Jackson, Mitchell, 
Ferry , Johnston, Morgan, 


So the amendment was rejected. 

Mr. VOORHEES. It is now half past 5 o’clock, and I do not know 
what advantage can be obtained by further staying here. I therefore 
renew the motion to adjourn, and I hope the Senator from Vermont will 
not antagonize the motion. I think we have reached a point where it 
is very proper and reasonable to adjourn. I make that motion. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Senator from Indiana moves that 
the Senate do now adjourn. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. Let us have the yeas and nays. 

The yeas and nays were ordered, and the Principal Legislative Clerk 
proceeded to call the roll. 
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Mr. McDILL (when his name was called). 
Senator from Mississippi [Mr. LAMAR}. 

Mr. WINDOM (when his hame was called). 
Senator from Alabama | Mr. MorGan]. 

The roll-call was concluded. ; . 

Mr. BARROW. TheSenator from Tennessee [ Mr. J ACKSON } is paired 
with the Senator from Maine [Mr. Frye]. ; 

The result was announced—yeas 22, nays 21; as follows: 


YEAS—22. 


I am paired with the 


I am paired with the 


Coke, Jonas, Slater, 
— ; Davis of W. Va., Maxey, Vance | 
Call, Garland, Pendleton, Vest 
Camden, George, Pugh, Voorhees. | 
Cameron of Pa., Groome, Ransom, | 
Cockrell, Hale, Saulsbury, 

NAYS—21. 

Se Conger, Lapham, Sawyer, | 
—_— Dawes, MeMillan, Sewell, 
Anthony, Edmunds, Mahone, Sherman 
Blair, Harrison, Morrill, | 
Cameron of Wis., Hoar, Platt, | 
Chilcott, Ingalls, Rollins, 

ABSENT—33. 
Bayard, Grover, Kellogg, Plumb, | 
Brown, Hampton, Lamar, Saunders, | 
Butler, Harris, Logan, Van Wyck, | 
Davis of IL., Hawley, MeDill, Walker, 
Fair, Hill, McPherson, Williams, } 
Farley, Jackson, Miller of Cal., Windom 
Ferry, Johnston, Miller of N. Y., 
Frye, Jones of Florida, Mitchell, 
Gorman, Jones of Nevada, Morgan, 


So the motion was agreed to; and (at 5 o'clock and 51 minutes p. m. ) 
the Senate adjourned. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
WEDNESDAY, January 17, 1585. 


The House met at 11 o'clock a. m. 
D. POWER. 
The Journal of yesterday’s proceedings was read and approved 
WILLIAM H. DONOHOE. 


Mr. NEAL. I ask unanimous consent that the Committee of the 
Whole House on the Private Calendar be discharged from the further 
considerAtion of the bill (H. R. 7240) for the relief of William H. Don- 
ohoe, and that the bill be now put on its passage. 

The bill was read, as follows: 


Be it enacted, &c., That the Secretary of the Treasury be, and he is hereby, au- | 
thorized and directed to pay to William H. Donohoe, late a private in detach- 
ment of the Signal Corps, out of any money in the Treasury not otherwise appro- 
priated, the sum of $300, for the balance of veteran bounty due him. 


Mr. NEAL. Before objection is made, I ask that the report be read. 
It is the unanimous report of the Committee on War Claims, having 
been submitted by my colleague [Mr. GepDEs}. 

The report was read, as follows: 


The Committee on War Claims, to whom was referred the petition of William 
H. Donohoe, iate private in detachment of the Signal Corps, report as follows: 

That it appears from the records of the War Department that petitioner en- 
listed on the 19th day of April, 1861, in Company A, Eighteenth Regiment of 
Ohio Infantry, re-enlisted in Company H, Sixth Regiment of Ohio Cavalry, and 
served as a private in the latter regiment until January, 1864, at which time he 
was transferred to the Signal Corps, and assigned toduty at headquarters Army 
of the Potomac ; and in February of the following year he re-enlisted as a vet- | 
eran, to serve three years or during the war, for which service he was to receive 
the pay and allowances of a private soldier, and a bounty of $402. He continued 
in said service until August 2, 1865, when, by a special order of the War Depart- 
ment, he was honorably discharged, and had the last paid installment of $50 
bounty deducted from his pay. 

The members of the Signal Corps were held in service until August 3, 1865, 
when a general order of the War Department was issued, providing for the dis- 
charge of all the members of that organization east of the Mississippi River, in- | 
cluding the detachment on duty at headquarters of the Army of the Potomae, 
to which petitioner belonged. 

The petitioner protested against this discharge being granted under aspecial | 
order, and made every effort to have the special order revoked, that he might | 
be discharged with his comrades, and like them receive bounty. } 

It appears from Se penee submitted that petitioner's father made application | 
to President Johnson for his son’s individual discharge. The President referred | 
the letter to Major Charles L. Davis, commanding detachment of the Signal | 
Corps, who returned the application to the President with the recommendation | 


Prayer by the Chaplain, Rev. F. 


that it be granted. The President, on August 2, 1865, ordered his discharge, and | ! 


on the next day the Secretary of War ordered the discharge of the whole de- 
tachment. The detachment were discharged under general order, and received 
their bounty in full. 

The petitioner applied to the Second Auditor of the Treasury Department for | 
the $300 due him as the balance of the veteran bounty. This officer rejected hts 
claim on the ground that he was discharged by special order, and not a general 
order. He then made application to the Secretary of War for a revocation of 
the special order of August 2, 1865. The Secretary of War, under date of March 


11, 1870, in reply thereto, decided that “the case is one that can only be char 1 
by action of Congress,” : Aunabnieent 





The statement of the petitioner's service shows that he fulfilled all the require- 
ments of the law; and it is difficult to find any valid reason why he is not en- 
titled to the bounty of $300, 


The committee are of opinion that it would not comport with the dignity of the 
Government thus to break faith with the gallant men who in that hour of gloom 

forth to peril their lives for their country. They therefore report the ac- 

| 





companying bill appropriating the sum of $300 to pay William H. Donohoe the 
veteran bounty due him, and recommend its passage. 


| come forward and be sworn in. 
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There being no objec tion the Committee of the Whole House on the 
Private Calendar was discharged from the further consideration of the 
bill; which was thereupon ordered to be engrossed for a third reading, 
and was accordingly read the third time, and passed 

Mr. NEAL moved to reconsider the vote by which the bill was passed ; 
and also moved that the motion te reconsider be laid on the table 

The latter motion was agreed to. 

CAPTAIN 

Mr. MUTCHLER. Task unanimous consent that the Committee of 
the Whole House onthe Private Calendar be discharged from the further 
consideration of the bill (HL. R. 4169) tor the relief of Douglass Ottinger, 
of the revenue-marine service, and that the bill be taken up for passage. 

The bill was read, as follows 


DOUGLASS OTTINGER 


Whereas Captain Douglass Ottinger 
in the said service since 1832, is now over 77 ve 
record as an officer and a man; and 

Whereas his services as an official have been large 
inventions for saving life, all of which have 


of the revenue-marine service, has been 


ars of awe, and has a stainless 
ly supplemented by useful 
been freely donated to the United 


States and are in actual use in its work of life-saving, and the said Douglass 
Ottinger is now too old for active service: Therefore 
Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives ¢ i ted States of 


imerica in Congress assembled, That the said Douglass Ottinger shall hereafter 
be entitled to receive the full pay of his rank in the said revenue-marine service 


during the remainder of his natural life, whether on active duty or otherwise 
Mr. DINGLEY. IL object We should not begin pensioning officers 

of the revenue-marine service 

RAILWAY COMMUNICATION WITH CENTRAL AND SOUTIL AMERICA, 


Mr. BELFORD, by unanimous consent, prese nted the memorial of 
Hinton Rowan Helper on the subject of railway communication be 


tween North and Central and South America; which was reterred to 
the Committee on Commerce. 
AGRICULTURAL APPOPRIATION BILL. 
\ message from the Senate, by Mr. SYMPSON, one of its clerks, an 


nounced the adoption of the conference report on the agricultural appro 


priation bill 


STEAMER JACKSON 

Mr. OATES 1 ask by unanimous consent that the 
the Senate to the bill (H. R. 2156 
steamer Jackson be taken from thx 


Mr. PAGE L object 


amendments of 
tor the relief of certain ownersot the 
Speaker's table and coneurred in 
SARAIL A. SCOTT 

Mr. WISE, of Pennsylvania, by unanimous consent, introduced a bill 
(H. R. 7315) for the relief of Mrs. Sarah A. Seott; which was read a 
first and second time, referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions, 
and ordered to be printed 


GEORGE GRAHAM 

Mr. RICE, of Missouri, by unanimous consent, introduced a bill (H 
R. 7316) for the relief of George Graham; which was read a first and 
second time, referred to the Committee on War Claims, and ordered to 


| be printed 


HELEN M. THAYER. 


Mr. DAWES, by unanimous consent, from the Committee on Invalid 
Pensions, reported back favorably the bill (Hf. R. 6923) granting a pen 
sion to Mrs. Helen M. Thayer; which, with the accompanying report, 
was referred to the Committee of the Whole House, and ordered to be 
printed. 

SWEARING IN 


or A MEMBER. 


Mr. BROWNE. I rise toa question of privilege, and present the cre 
dentials of Mr. Charles T. Doxey, Representative-elect from the ninth 
Congressional district of Indiana, elected to fill the vacaney occasioned 
by the death of Mr. Orth, former Representative. There is no contro- 
versy as to the election, and I ask that he be now sworn in 

The SPEAKER. These credentials have been examined and seem to 
be regular in form, and unless objection is made the gentleman wilb 
The credentials will be printed in the 
RECORD. 

They are as follows 

Exnct DePARTMENT 

I, Albert G. Porter, governor of the State of Indiana, do hereby certify that 
Charles T. Doxey was regularly elected to the Forty-seventh Congress of the 
Inited States of America, from the ninth Congressional district of the State of 
ndiana, on the 9th day of January, A with the laws of 
the said United States and the State of Indiana 

In witness whereof I have hereunto set my hand and cause 


seal of the State of Indiana, at the city of Indianapolis, th 
A. D. 1885. 


rivi 


» TRXS in aceordane 


lto be affixed the 
sith day of January, 


ALBERT G. PORTER 


By the governor 
kK. Rh. LLAWN, Seerctary of State. 

Mr. Doxey presented himself in front of the Speaker's desk and was 
qualified by taking the oath prescribed by section 1756 of the Revised 
Statutes. 

NEW MIXED COMMISSION 

Mr. RICE, of Massachusetts. I move to dispense with the morning 
hour for the call of committees for reports 

Mr. PAGE. For what purpose ? 

Mr. RICE, of Massachusetts To call up the special order fixed tor 


WITH VENEZUELA. 
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January 10, which is House joint resolution 277, providing for a new 
mixed commission in accordance with the treaty of April 25, 1866, with 
the United States of Venezuela. 
The motion was agreed to (two-thirds voting in favor thereof). 
Mr. RICE, of Massachusetts. [ now call up the special order. 
will he seen by reference to the Calendar that it was 


Resolved. That the Committee of the Whole House on the state of the Union be 
discharged from the further consideration of H. Res. 277, entitled “A joint reso- 
lution providing for a new mixed commission in accordance with the treaty of 
April 25, 1866, with the United States of Venezuela,’ and that said resolution be 
made the special order for Wednesday, January 10, immediately after the morn- 
ing hour, and from day to day thereafter until disposed of, not to interfere with 
revenue or general appropriation bills; said resolution to be considered in the 
House as in Committee of the Whole Hlouse on the state of the Union 


Mr. BUTTERWORTH. How long will this take? 

Mr. RICE, of Massachusetts. The report of the Committee on For- 
eign Affairs was unanimous on the subject, and I only desire to make 
such brief presentation as will enable the House to vote intelligently 
on it. 


The joint resolution was read, as follows: 


Whereas since the dissolution of the mixed commission appointed under the 
treaty of April 25, 1866, with the United States of Venezuela, serious charges, 

peaching the validity and integrity of its proceedings, have been made by the 
»vernment of the United States of Venezuela, and also charges of a like char- 
acter by divers citizens of the United States of America, who presented claims 
for adjudication before that tribunal; and 

Whereas the evidence to be found in the record of the proceedings of said com- 
mission, and in the testimony taken before committees of the House of Repre- 
sentatives in the matter, tends to show that such charges are not without founda- 
tion; and 

Whereas it is desirable that the matter be finally disposed of in a manner that 
shall satisfy any just complaints against the validity and integrity of the first 
commission, and provide a tribunal under said treaty constructed and conducted 
So as not to give cause for just suspicion; and 

Whereas all evidence before said late commission was presented in writing 
and is now in the archives of the State Department; and 

Whereas the President of the United States has, in a recent communication to 
Congress, solicited its advisory action in this matter: Therefore, 

Resolved by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United States of America 
in Congress assembled, That the President be, and he hereby is, requested to open 
diplomatic correspondence with the Government of the United States of Vene- 
zucla, with a view to the revival of the general stipulations of the treaty of April 
25, 1866, with said government, and the appointment thereunder of a new com- 
mission, to sit in the city of Washington, which commission shall be authorized 
to consider all the evidence presented before the former commission in respect 
to claims brought before it, together with such other and further evidence as the 
claimants may offer; and from the awards that may be made to claimants, any 
moneys heretofore paid by the Department of State, upon certificates issued to 
them, repectively, upon awards made by the former commission, shall be de- 
ducted, and such certificates deemed canceled; and the moneys now in the De- 
partment of State received from the Government of Venezuela on account of 
said awards, and all moneys that may hereafter be paid under said treaty, shall 
be distributed pro rata in payment of such awards as may be made by the com- 
mission to be appointed in accordance with this resolution, 


Mr. PAGE. Let the report of the committee be read. 
The report of the committee was read, as follows: 


It 











The Committee on Foreign Affairs, to whom was referred a bill in relation 
to the Venezuela awards (H.R. 3150), and the message from the President of the 
United States relative to the same awards, dated May 25, 1882, having had the 
same under consideration, submit the following report and accompanying joint 
resolution, the passage of which they recommend, 

The committee have not thought it necessary to make any original investiga- 
tion into the questions relating to the Venezuela awards, the consideration of 
which has been submitted to them, For fifteen years these awards have been 
the subject of diplomatic correspondence and Congressional investigations. We 
have deemed it Impossible to obtain, after this long interval, any fresh informa- 
tion, not already spread upon the record, of this correspondence and these in- 
vestigations. Our work, therefore, is of collation and reference, so far as may 
be necessary to form conclusions upon the points submitted to us. Our report 
will be narrative rather than argumentative, and we shall quite briefly state the 
eonclusions which the facts seem to suggest : 





CLAIMS AGAINST VENEZUELA. 

Prior to 1864 many unsettled claims had accumulated in favor of American 
citizens against Venezuela. In 1864 Hon. E. D. Culver, then minister of the 
United States to Venezuela, made schedules of these claims, to be forwarded to 
his Government. Those schedules, marked A and B, are appended to this 
report. 

Schedule A is headed “Claims of citizens of the United States, pending and 
unliquidated, which have been presented to the Governmentof Venezuela, with 
the proofs and documents in support thereof.’ These claims amount to 
$308,263.74, exclusive of those referred to in the note, which nominally would be 
some $46,000 more. 

Schedule B is headed * Claims of citizensof the United States which have been 
liquidated and adjusted, but which are yet unpaid in whole or in part,’’ These 
amount to 8,314.74. 

The minister is careful to guard against prejudicing any claims which might 
have been brought to his knowledge, or might have been inadvertently omitted 
by him; but there is no reason to suppose that he did not use due care to ascer- 
tain and include all claims then known to be outstanding of the character de- 
scribed 

THE TREATY. 

April 28, 1866, a convention was made between the United States and Vene- 
zuela for a commission for the settlement of claims of citizens of the United 
States upon the Government of Venezuela. A copy of the treaty, marked C, is 
hereunto appended, This treaty provided fora mixed commission consisting of 
two members, one to beappointed by the United States and one by Venezuela, 
to mect in Caracas within four months from the exchange of the ratification of 
the convention. The commissioners were to appoint an umpire to act in cases 
of disagreement between them, and if they could not agree in the selection of 
the umpire, he wasto be named by the diplomatic representative either of Switz- 
erland or of Russia in Washington. 

The commissioners were to hear one person in behalf of each government in 
every separate claim, ifso required, They were to issue certificates of the sums 
to be paid to the respective claimants under theirdecisions where payment was 
»rovided for. The commission was to terminate its labors in twelve months 
rom the date of its organization, except an extension of thirty days, if necessary, 
for the issue of the certificates on the awards of the umpire. The last article 





made the decisions of the commission and umpire final and conclusive as to all 
claims pending at the date of their installation, and claims not presented within 
the twelve months were to become disregarded and invalid. 

By the record of the commission, as deposited in the State Department, it ap- 
pears that it organized August 30, 1867, and finally adjourned August 5, 1868. 
This record assumed that the date of the organization was at the first meeting 
of the two commissioners, rather than at that after the appointment of the um- 
pire, April 18, 1868, A statement of the claims allowed and disallowed by this 
commission is hereto appended, marked D. From thisstatement itappearsthat 
the claims presented to the commission aggregated $4,823,273.31, of which the 
commission allowed $1,253,310.30, and disallowed $3,569,963.01, It may be inferred 
from a comparison of these amounts with those reported by Minister Culver 
that the soil of a commission possesses peculiarly fertilizing qualities for the 


| growth of claims, 














PROTEST OF VENEZUELA. 

When the first installment of the awards became due, Venezuela protested 
against payment on the ground of irregularities in the commission, and asked 
to have the entire award set aside and a new commission ordered. The charge 
cited especially three cases; at a subsequent time seven cases were cited. In- 
closure 1, with the communication of the Secretary of State, forwarded by the 
President with his message, states these seven cases; they are those of the awards 
made by the arbitrators; that is, those as to which the commissioners did not 


agree, but which the umpire was called to settte. These seven claims, as al- 
lowed, amounted to $794,122. 


THE PRESIDENTS MESSAGE. 


The President's message is in the Appendix, marked E. It will be noted from 
this communication (pages 7 and 8) that Venezuela has paid sufficient to enable 
the United States to pay her dividends upon all the awards amounting to 15 per 
cent, and still leave a balance on hand ef $221,065.89. She has not, however, 
nearly paid the amounts called for by the termns of the treaty protesting against 
the validity of the awards, 

The Secretary of State recommends the passage of an act directing the Court 
of Claims * * to hear and determine * whether any, and, if so, 
which of the seven awards objected to by Venezuela were obtained by fraud or 
corruption, He suggests an inquiry by the Court of Claims as to whether the 
holders of any of the certificates of awards found to be fraudulent are innocent 
holders, that they may be instituted for the original claimants in any future ne- 
gotiations with Venezuela to the extent of their certificates. 

The Government of Venezuela protests against the entire action of the com 
mission, alleging that it was tainted by fraud and therefore should be treated as 
anullity. It claims that there has been no valid commission, and therefore that 
the treaty provision creating a commission is yet unexecuted. 

The President says, in his message: A 

“In case either House takes action upon it (the subject of his message) during 
the present Congress, I shall feel it my duty to direct that this prolonged discus- 
sion be definitely terminated by recognizing the absolute validity of all the 
awards,”’ 

It has been argued by able counsel that Congress, surely the House of Repre- 
sentatives, has no jurisdiction in this matter, but that it is wholly for the decision 
of the Executive; but now the President himself expresses his desire ** to secure 
an expression of legislative purposes and wishes respecting this matter,’’ and 
“earnestly invites the attention of Congress”? to his communication. It does 
not seem necessary, therefore, to consider this objection to Congressional action 
at this time, but to enter upon an examination of the subject with the earnest- 
ness expressed by the President and demanded by its greatimportance. If these 
awards are tainted by fraud they should not be enforced ; but we are now as- 
sured that their validity will be recognized unless Congress acts. The right and 
the duty of Congress are thus made clear. The honor of the nation is committed 
toit. Itdevolves upon it to investigate the charges of fraud made by Venezuela, 
and, having done so, to express its ** purposes and wishes.”’ 

PREVIOUS CONGRESSIONAL ACTION. 


In the Forty-first Congress Mr. Wilkinson, from the House Committee on 
Foreign Affairs, made a report sustaining the award, but no action was taken 
thereon. (House Report No. 79, second session, Forty-first Congress.) 

At the second session of the Forty-second Congress Mr. Packard, from the same 
committee, made a report, which says: 

“Your committee have examined the testimony and can not avoid the con- 
clusion that it shows reasonable ground for complaint on the part of the Govy- 
ernment of Venezuela and the claimants whose cases were not adjudicated be- 
fore the tribunal. These complaints are of the following tenor: That powers 
of attorney were given in some of the cases tothe American commissioner, and 
he received pecuniary compensation for executing the same; that an improper 
intimacy existed between the American commissioners, the umpire, and Mr 
William P. Murray, who was the attorney of sundry claimants, and wasalso rep- 
resented as being the secretary of legation, all the claims having to pass through 
his hands, and that the said William P. Murray received from the tribunal of arbi- 
tration certificates tothe amount in heard cases of one-half the sum allowed the 
claimants.”’ 

The report closes with the opinion that the Presiden should be directed to sus- 
vend paymenton the certificates and authorized to enter into negotiations with 

Yenezuela for a rehearing of the claims. (House Report No. 29, second session 
Forty-second Congress. 

In the third session of the same Congress the same committee reviewed its 
first decision, and, contrary to their former report, said that they did not find 
“that the complaints were so clearly established as to cause the awards of the 
commission to be set aside.”’ On this finding a bill passed Congress, February 
15, 1873, providing— 

“That the adjudication of claims by the convention with Venezuela of April 
25, 1866, pursuant to the terms of said convention, is hereby recognized as final 
and conclusive, and to be held as valid and subsisting against the Republic of 
Venezeula,.”’ 

In the Forty-fourth Coygress, first session, an exhaustive investigation was 
made into these complaints. The report then made, and the testimony which 
accompanied it, supplemented by that taken before the same committee of the 
Forty-tifth Congress, so fully cover the whole ground as to render it unnecessary 
for any future committee to do more than to review it. (Report No. 787, Forty- 
fourth Congress, first session; Report No. 702, Forty-fifth Congress, second ses- 
sion; Mis. Doc. No. 11, Forty-fifth Congress, second session; Mis. Doc. No, 30, 
Forty-fifth Congress, second session.) 

After a careful review of the whole case, the report of the committee of the 
Forty-fourth Congress closes as follows : 

“Now that a careful inquiry has been made by your committee in reference 
to the conduct of our officials, and also to the fraudulent character of the claims 
awarded by the commission—which investigation, in the opinion of your com- 
mittee, has demonstrated the truth and reasonableness of the allegations of 


| Venezuela—a further and continued refusal on the part of our Government to 
| respond to the appeals of that government can not be justified on principles of 


international honor and comity. If Venezuela were the equal of this Govern- 
ment in area, population, and resources, she would have long since ceased to 
address our Government by appeals to our magnanimity and sense of justice, 
and would have terminated all diplomatic intercourse and assumed toward us 
the attitude which we now bear toward her. In order, therefore, to vindicate 


the proud position which our Government has always assumed toward other 











ate 
her 


s 
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nations of the world, andto preserve intact the peaceful means of national arbit- 
rament for the settlement of all differences arising between nations, we should 
at once proceed to do full justice in the premises. We can afford to respond to 
the appeals of Venezuela in this case, and by so doing will honor ourselves and 
vindicate the ancient precept, that ‘ righteousness exalteth a nation, but sin is a 
reproach to any people. nee a ; 

“In view of the fact that this session of Congress will soon adjourn, and that 
definite and ffnal legislation on this subject can not be effected at this session 
your committee recommend the passage of the following joint resolution sus 
pending all further payments by the Secretary of State to holders of Venezuelan 
certificates, and withholding further demands upon Venezuela for future pay- 
ments until the 4th day of March next, or until further legislation by Congress 


“ Joint resolution in reference to the payment of awards of the Venezuclan mixed 
CODD ISSton, 

* Resolved by the Senate and Howse of Representatives of the United States of America 
in Congress assembled, That the President of the United States is hereby requested 
to withhold further demands upon the Government of Venezuela on account of 
the awards of the mixed commission under the convention of April 25, 1866, until 
the 4th of March, 1877, and the Secretary of State is authorized and directed to 
suspend all further payments to holders of certificates awarded by said mixed 
commission until said time, unless Congress shall otherwise direct. 

“ The committee unanimously concur in recommending the passage of the fore 
going joint resolution. But upon concurring with the report of the committee, 
the following explanations are made : 

“By Mr. Monroe, of Ohio: 

“+The undersigned concurs in the conclusion reached by the committee in re- 
gard to the fraudulent character of the claims decided by the umpire and in the 
disapproval of the conduct of the United States commissioner, but is not prepared, 
with present opportunities for examination, to adopt all the incidental statements 
and opinions of the report. 

“JAMES MONROE,’ 

“By Messrs. Packer and Banks: 

«* Phe undersigned members of the Committee on Foreign Affairs concur in 
the foregoing resolution ; but in view of the fact that the testimony taken by the 
sub-committee has not all beep printed, has not yet been submitted to the com- 
mittee, and is incomplete, and that the time afforded for an examination of the 
questions involved has been limited, they do not wish to commit themselves to 
all the findings, deductions, and propositions contained in the report. 

“* J. B. PACKER. 
“*N. FP. BANES.’* 

The resolution so reported was unanimously adopted by the House, 

The reportof the committee of the Forty-fifth Congress summed up as follows : 

“The committee think it unnecessary to extend this report to the length that 
would be required by an exhaustive analysis of the large mass of testimony and 
documentary evidence bearing upon the case, but propose to state briefly the 
general conclusions to which a careful examination of all this testimony and 
evidence and the whole history of the commission hasled them. Your coniunit- 
tee are of the opinion, from such examination, that there was irregularity in the 
selection of the umpire and manifest incompetency on the part of the commis- 
sion; that some of the Maims allowed were, to say the least, very questionable 
in character,and that the entire proceedings are sotainted with fraud and cor- 
ruption that the objections urged thereto by the Government of Venezuela are 
well founded, and its request for a rehearing is entitled to favorable considera- 
tion; and that justice to American citizens who have been wronged and defrauded 
by the conymission, as well as a proper regard for the honor and character of 
thisGovernment, requires that there should be a re-examination of all the claims 
passed upon by that commission.” 

Fo!lowing the recommendation of this report, Congress, June 20, IS78, repealed 
the act of February 25, 1873. 

The report of the Committee on Foreign Affairs in the Forty-sixth Congress 
states the leading facts, as follows : 

“The appointment of the umpire was confirmed on the Isth of June, 186s, 
This was really the date of the organization of the commission, but tae com- 
missioners held that their organization was complete on the 30th of August, 1867, 
because on that day they had met and consulted about an umpire. They ad- 
journed finally on the 5th of August, 1868, twenty days less than twelve months 
after organization, according to their own construction, and only three months 
and eighteen days after the confirmation of the appointment of the umpire. 


that they were not presented in time, but the evidence tends to show that these 
claims were not considered because their owners would not pay 50 per cent 
thereof, which was the amount demanded asthe price of presenting them before 
the commission. 

“ The testimony conduces to prove that the appointment of the umpire, who 
was the attorney and agent of Mr. Talmage (the United States commissioner), 
was procured by him in fraud of both governments; that Mr. Murray, the brother- 
in-law of the American minister, Stillwell, was permitted to manage the claims 
before the commission, although no attorney was permitted to appear. (See 
Miscellaneous Document 30, second session, Forty-fitth Congress, page 24. 
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then unsettled in Veneznela, and General Blanco was absent from home 
otherwise busy i ives complaints ure quite as indicative of an inte i 
on his part t ul with the Venezuclan Government 

At the tirst eet ro August 30. the commissioners conferred as to the selec 
thon of an umpire 

At the first meetin Talmage proposed TO. G. Rolandus, consul-general of 
the Netherlands; General Blanco objected to Rolandus, but offered to accept 
either oue of the diplo representatives of four European powers, to w 
England, France, Germany, and Spain, then resident at Caracas Palnagwe re 
fused toaceept either one of these but insisted upon Rolandus Phis contention 
continued until October 7, when Blanco resigned and Francesco Conde was ap 
pointed tn his place Conde added to the names proposed those of nine eminent 
persons resident in Caracas 


one of them William Stinup, consul-general of Den 
mInark, a prominent and reliable person tines, both before and since this 
time, Intrusted with the affairs of the | States legution as well as of Det 
mark; but the devotion of Talmawe to Rolandus could not be shaken He pro 
posed no other name and would accept none of those suggested bw his associate 
We append the niiiutes of the conmission on this subject, marked F 
need not be ashamed to compare the style and temper of the two commissions 
By referring to these records it appears that September Lb} Blanco sugwested 
that application should be made to the minister 





\ eHnezueus 


of Switzerland or Russia at 
Washington, according to the treaty for the selection of am wunipire lo this 
Talmage objected in the language found in the record, Oetober Palmage 


remarked 

* That in virtue of so much time consumed on his part in ene 
upon an umpire and of his determination not to accept now any person that nay 
be proposed, his desire now is that the designation of an unmipire be 
the embnssador or minister of Switzerland or Russia 
as provided in the treaty 

Palmage swears in his testimony that he first became acquair 
N. Machado, jr., afterward umpire, in September. October 4 
power of attorney to this Machado to attend to his private busin ) 
absence; and on the 9th he left Caracas for the United States, with a protoce 
referring the selection of an umpire to the Russian or Swiss minister at Wash 
ington. We shall hereafter have opportunity to become better acquainted with 
Machado, but it is well to inquire now, who was this Rolandus LEpork Whi 
selection as umpire the American commissioner insisted to the exclusion of 
everybody else and to the great delay of the business of the commission 

No. 42 0f the claims presented to the commission was by W. P. Murray 
was for some broken bank notes to the amount of $483,686.53 


avoring to agree 


submitted to 


aceredited at Washington 


ted with Juan 
executed a 
= aburin 





an 





and 
Referring to the 


| testimony of Murray (Mis. Doe. No. 11, second session, Forty-fifth Congress, page 


| sought to prove by transfer to an American citizen 


| ers) to the embassador of Russia at Washington. 


8), it appears that he received these notes from Rolandus, and represented him 
in presenting them. The person for whom Talmage consented to act as umpire 

to the exclusion of all others, was interested to this great amount aguinst the 
Government upon which he was to be forced as umpire, which he afterward 
: Itistrue the claim was dis 
Better opportunities had presented themselves, in the mean time 
profitable to all parties in interest, excepting 


allowed more 


Venezuela and Rolandus; and 
Rolandus, being no longer useful, was dismissed, without his once antic ipated 
reward 

October 22, Talmage was in New York with a proctocol, signed by himself 
and Conde, The method by which this proctocol was obtained is given by Tal 
mage himself in his statement before the Foreign Affairs Committee of the 
Forty-first Congress (IT. Report No. 70, Forty-first Congress, second session, page 
5 After describing his last meeting with Blanco, which resulted in the resig 
nation in disgust of that commissioner, and stating that 
appointed in his stead, Talmage says 

“ Agerieved by the many indignities already sutYered at the hands of that 
ernment, and in view of my determination to return to the | 





Francesco Conde was 


OV 
hited States, T ck 
clined any communication with the newly appointed commissioner unless he 
should consent that, at our first meeting, we determine to refer the appointment 
of an umpire (as provided by treaty in case of non-agreement by commission 
Pwo months or more having 
elapsed in vain attempts to secure a selection by commissioners, the communis 
sioner of Venezuela finally consented to such proposition ; and at our first official 


meeting, 7th October, I867, we protocolized our respective governments to that 
| effect . 
| 


“The testimony further conduces to prove that there was a corrupt under- | 


standing between Stillwell and Murray and Talmage and the umpire, and aman 
named Whiton, in New York, by which Murray was to charge for presenting 
the claims one-half of the amount allowed by the commission, and that the 
amount so charged should be divided among the conspirators, and that, tomake 
sure of that amount, the commission, instead of awarding one certificate to each 
successful claimant, issued certificates of $100 each, anda few of $1,000each, enough 
in each case to make up the amount awarded, and made them payable to bearer, 
and that 50 per cent. only of said certificates was delivered to the claimants, the 
remainder being retained and divided among the conspirators: that Mr. Still- 
well’s share was one-fifth of the 50 per cent., and amounted to about $85,000; that 
the certificates thus retained and divided amounted to $425,000 ; that Mr. Tal- 

, the American commissioner, was the attorney of some of the claimants, 
and received these certificates to the amount of several hundred thousand dol- 
lars, and was the owner of a large amount of such certificates after his return to 
this country. The evidence also indicates that all of the seven claims allowed 
by the umpire, and amounting to $794,122, were either without any foundation 
or were grossly and fraudulently enlarged.” ; 

These numerous and influential findings of our predecessors have constrained 
this committee to the 
low the validity of these awards to be recognized without at least an examina- 
tien of the testimony upon which these findings were based. 

THE COMMISSION, 

Ratifications of the treaty were exchanged April 17,1867. The treaty was pro- 
claimed May 29, 1867. David M. Talmage, of New York, having business inter- 
ph A ay yee, was appointed commissioner on the part of the United States July 

7 te 


the government on the 8th of the same month. On the 19h he was notified of 


Ve appointment of General Antonio Grosman Blanco, then the foremost man of | 


enezuela, as commissioner for that government. On the 30th the commission- 
ers met and exchanged credentials, and appointed a secretary. 

Talmage indulged in angry correspondence with the representatives of the 
Venezuelan Government, complaining of an intention to delay the organization 
of the commission, but there is no evidence of any suchintention. Affairs were 





August 4, 1867, he arrived at Caracas, and presented his credentials to 


| umpire 
They left unsettled claims amounting to about half a million of dollars, alleging 


‘Por more than three months the commission awaited the appointment of an 

I forbear to comment upon such delay, save to remark that it was not 
occasioned by any lack of promptness or solicitation on the part of the United 
States,”’ 

This promptness and solicitation had consisted in sugy 
landus for umpire, August 30; in refusing to consider any name proposed by 
Blanco or Condé; in refusing, September 18, Blanco’s proposition to refer the 
selection to one of the designated ministers at Washington, and October 7, three 


resting the name of Ro 








| days after having made Juan N. Machado, jr., his private attorney, insisting that 


the selection should be referred to Washington 

Mr. Talmage declares his opinion of Condé in his testimony as follows 

*T found him to be a wily, astute diplomat, alive to every artifice and subter 
fuge by which to secure advantage in argument or negotiation.” 

The committee have not the advantage of Condé’s expressed opinion of Tal 
mage. 

Talmage arrived in New York October 22. He was able to restrain his impa 
tience for action sufficiently to refrain from writing to the Department of Stats 
regarding the appointment of an umpire until November 13. November 15 Mr 
Seward acknowledged receipt of this letter 

November IS Mr. Seward addressed Thomas N. Stillwell, United States minis 
ter to Venezuela, the following note: 





DEPARTMENT OF STATI 
Washington, November 18 1SO7 
Sir. The Departmentis informed by Mr. Talmage, United States commissioner 
under the convention with Venezucla for the adjudication of the claims of Ameri 
can citizens against the latter government, that the commissioners have been 
unable to agree upon the selection of an umpire to decide upon any case or cases 
upon which they may disagree,or upon any point of difference that may arise 


| inthe course of their proceedings 


| and the parties must request the diplomatic representative 


i ssor ) or of Russia, in Washington, to appoint the umpire 
conclusion that they would be remiss in duty did they al- | 


The contingency provided for in the convention has consequently occurred, 
either of Switzerland 


Mr. Florencio Rivas, chargé d'affaires ad interim of Venezuela, having been 
addressed in reference to the above state of alYairs, in a communication of the 
12th instant, informs this Department that he has received no instructions from 
his government upon the subject 

You will, therefore, at an early date after your reception by the President of 
Venezuela, inacommunication to the minister of foreign affairs, urge the neces 


| sity of that government's immediately instructing their representative to unite 
| with this Department in requesting the minister of His Majesty the emperor of 


Russia to make the 
tive in this country 
Lam, sir, your obedient 


appointment, Switzerland having no diplomatic representa 


servant 
WM. If SEWARD 
THOMAS N, STILLWELL, Esq., de., &e., &e 
At this time it appears Rivas, chargé of Veneanela, had received no instruc 
tions from his government regurding the appointment of an umpire 
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November 23 Talmage left New York for Caracas, where he arrived Decem- | 


ber 7 

January 24, 1868, Mr. Seward addresses a note to Rivas, informing him of the 
receipt of a communication from Gutierrez, Venezuelan minister of foreign re- 
lations, and requesting him to unite in requesting the minister of Russia to make 
the appointment of an umpire, Switzerland having no minister at Washington. 

February 6 the application was made to Baron Stoeck], Russian minister. 

February 27 

WASHINGTON, February 27, 1868. 

By your communication of the 6th of February ultimo you send me acopy of 
a convention betweenthe United States and Venezuela to arrange the arbitra- 
ment of certain claims, in which convention it is stipulated that, in case the two 
commissioners employed respectively by the two governments do not agree with 
the election of one arbiter, he will be appointed by me as representative of His 
Majesty the Emperor of all Russia in the United States, 

I have been trying to fulfill the confidence reposed in me by those two govern- 
ments, and, therefore, T have oe ge an impartial and respectable man as 
arbiter, which man is Sefior Machado, who, according tothe best information I 
yet about him, has the qualifications, 


I have submitted his election to Mr. Rivas, who is in charge of the business | 


belonging to the United States of Venezuela, and he has regarded it as favor- 
able 
lam, &e., 
STOECKL. 
April Is the minutes of the conumission record the following 
CARACAS, April 18, 1868. 

Whereas the embassador of Russia at Washington city has appointed an um- 
pire in pursuance of the convention entered into between the Government of 
the United States and that of Venezuela on the 25th of April, 1866, and Mr. Juan 
N. Machado, jr., being the person so appointed, and he having accepted same, 
and made proper oath before the commission, and the commissionersat the same 
time having been hereon advised by their respective governments, they resolved 
to continue the meetings of the mixed commission, pursuant to resolution of 
7th October, 1867, and to notify the same to the minister resident of the United 
States and Venezuela. 

Resolved, That the meetings of the commissioners be holden daily (Sundays 
excepted), from 1 to 4 o'clock p. m., at the office of the commission, No, 30 Sol 
street, Caracas 

Adjourned to the following day at Ll p.m. 

DAVID M. TALMAGE, 
Commissioner of the United States. 
FRANCISCO CONDE, 
Comisionado de los EE. Unidos de Venezuela, 


ALFRED ALDERSON, Secretary. 
April 22, Mr. Seward addressed the following note to Baron Stoeck!: 
WASHINGTON, April 22, 1868, 


Dear Sin: Upon turning to your note appointing the arbiter under the con- 


| mission allowed $352,814. 


vention between the United States and Venezuela, it is noticed that you acci- | 


dentally omitted his Christian name, As it is desirable that the omission should 
be supplied, you will oblige me either by withdrawing the original note and sub- 
stituting another of the same date with the full name of the person intended to 
be appointed, Juan N. Machado, jr., or by addressing to me a supplementary 
note stating that it was your intention to appoint that gentleman. 
lam, very truly, yours, 
W. IL. SEWARD. 

Mr. EpWARD DE STOERCKL, &c., d&e., de. 

Mr. Haywood, clerk at the Department of State, testified as to the result of 
this letter as follows 

* Question, What was the date of Baron Stoeckl's original letter? 

* Answer, February 22, 1868, The subsequent one, which is on file asthe orig- 
inal, was no doubt substituted by Baron Stoeck! himself.” 

Mr. Pile stated to the committee that Mr. Machado took the oath of office as 
umpire and entered on the duties of the office in Caracas on the 8th of April, 
ISOS ‘ 

“By Mr. Pine: 

~Q. On the original of this note is there a note by Mr. Hunter, Assistant Secre- 
ey of State, which fixes the date of the substitution of the second original for 
the first? 

“A. The original is supposed to bear the date 27th of February, 1868. The 
translation does not give the date. Afterward we discovered that Baron Stoeck! 
«lid not give the Christian name of the umpire, and then this letter of the 22d of 
\pril was written to him asking him to supply the omission, either by withdraw- 
ing the note and sending another one, or else giving a supplementary note. He 
seems to have been satisfied with giving a duplicate of the first note, putting in 
the Christian name of Mr, Machado, and Mr, Hunter has put upon it the date of 
its receipt, 29th of April. The first note is marked, ‘ Received 28th of February,’ 
and the next 20thof April. The latter note was no doubt handed in in person, with 
the date of the first note, and was substituted for the first note, as it was never 
supposed that any more would be thought of it; and as we only wanted a trans- 
lation forthe use of the office no new translation was made, but Mr, Hunter took 
wey and wrote in the translation of the first note the words, ‘Juan N.’ 
and ‘jr." 

April 7, Mr. Talmage had written Mr, Seward the following letter: 

CARACAS, April 7, 1868. 

Sir: Lam notified by Thomas N. Stillwell, United States minister resident at 
this legation, that Mr. Edward de Stoeck1, the diplomatic representative of Russia 
in Washington city, on the previous invitation of the Governments of the 
United States and Venezuela, had been pleased to name Juan N, Machado as 
— under the convention between the United States and Venezuela, con- 
cluded at Caracas April 25, 1866, 

Our minister resident, Thomas N. Stillwell, has notified Juan N. Machado, 
ir., of his appointment as umpire, he being undoubtedly the person intended, 
and not the father, Juan N, Machado, senior, who is disqualified, being aged 
and intirm, 

I mention this circumstance so that the person intended be particularly desig- 
nated, so as to prevent any possibility of misunderstanding in the future. 

The business of the commission will now proceed, 

I have the honor to be, your obedient servant, 
DAVID M. TALMAGE. 

Hox. Winuiam H. Sewarp, 

Secretary of State of the United States, &e., &e., &e. 

This correspondence tells its own story and requires no explanation or com- 
ment from the committee, 

February 27, 1867, Baron Stoeck! appointed Sefior Machado as umpire. 

April 7, 1868, Talmage informed Secretary Seward that Stillwell, United States 
minister, had notitied Juan N. Machado, jr., that he was appointed umpire, he 
being undoubtedly the person intended, and not the father, Juan N. Machado, 
ar., who is disqualified, being old and infirm. 

April 18. Juan N. Machado, jr., appeared and took his oath as umpire. 

April 29, Baron Stoeckl, at request of the State Department, first wrote into 
his note of appointment “ Juan N.” “junior.” 


| 
| 
} 
| 
} 








| when the minister happened to be absent. 


Juan N. Machado, jr., was the son of a respectable citizen of Caracas, who it 
is claimed was by no means incapacitated by ageand infirmity. Talmage swears 
that he first became acquainted with the young man in September, 1867. He 
was so well pleased with him that he appointed him his private attorney to look 
after his matters during his visit to the United States to see about the appoint- 
ment of an umpire. 

Soon after the breaking up of the commission Machado left Venezuela, and 
seems to have since passed his time in the United States and Europe. The 
young man was engaged in some business in which he had been established by 
his father at the time of his selection as umpire. 4 

It is claimed that the appointment was procured by suggesting the name of the 
father, and afterward substituting theson, already Talmage’s private attorney. 

The committee have no means of settling this point except inferentially from 
the facts and correspondence above stated. 

The commission was thus at last organized. 

It was composed of D. M. Talmage, commissioner on the part of the United 
States; Francisco Condé on the part of Venezuela, and Juan N. Machado, jr., 
umpire. Condé resigned upon the decision of the umpire as to rules of proced- 
ure, and May 7, 1868, José Gregorio Villafané was appointed in his place, and 
thus the final adjudicating commission was composed. The history of its organ- 
ization would seem to justify a watchful eye upon its proceedings. 


WILLIAM H, WHITON, 


In the winter of 1867-68 there seems to have been a man named William H. 
Whiton engaged in the paintand lead business in Fulton street, New York city 
In his testimony he swears that he never knew Stillwell, Murray, or Machado; 
he was not an attorney at law; he was ignorant of the Spanish language ; he 
knew nobody in Venezuela, and yet he became attorney for the prosecution of 
three claims before the commission for the sum of $525,000, upon which the com- 
These were the Idler claim, the Ralph Random claim, 
and the James Barnes claim, neither of which is found in the schedule made up 
by Minister Culver. Why Whiton was selected to represent these claims does 
not very distinctly appear. He thinks that a Mr. Bogert first spoke to him of the 
Idler claim, but does not speak very positively aboutit. IHleseems to have done 
nothing about the matter except to have gone to Washington, where he claims 
that he was informed by some one in the State Department ‘that if there was 
an honest claim against Venezuela it was the Idler claim.’ He swears that he 
then occupied some six or eight weeks to go over the accounts, &c., not to prove 
the claim against Venezuela, but to see how it should be divided between the 
Idler heirs and other parties claiming aninterest. He wrote a letter ortwoabout 
the claim to a Mr. Bermudes at Caracas. He gave Talmage a power of attorney 
to act for him, authorizing him todo everything he could do regarding the pres- 
entation of the claim, receipt of its proceeds, &c. Talmage seems to have per- 
formed his duty as attorney most faithfully. The commission, of which he was 
a member, considered it first upon the list, and awarded $252,814, the certificate 
for which Talmage receipted for and brought tothe United States. For his sery- 
ices in these matters Whiton swears that he was to have one-third of the Idler 
claim, and other testimony indicates that he was to have 50 per cent. of the others, 

Mr. Henry Woodruff, an attorney of New York, represented about a quarter of 
a million of Venezuela claims. His testimony relating to Whiton is as follows 

“In the spring of 1866 I learned that Mr. Talmage, thegommissioner on the 
part of the United States, had sailed for Venezuela, and L understood about the 
same time that the Russian minister had designated the umpire to act in con- 
nection with the commissioners. Wishing to present the claims in accordance 
with such rules as the commission might establish, I sought to communicate in 
some manner with Mr. Talmage, and to that end called upon his brother, a 
resident of the city of New York,a gentleman who was in business there at 
that time, and he referred me to a Mr. Whiton, who, he informed me, attended 
to all matters relating to the Venezuelan business for Mr. Talmage. At that 
time Mr. Whiton was doing business or had an office on Fulton street, north 
side, east of Broadway. I called upon Mr. Whiton, and he asked me why I in 
quired in reference to the matter. I toid him that I represented certain claims 
against the Governmentof Venezuela. He then said to me that he was engaged 
in sending forward claims to be placed before the commission, and that if mr 
clients desired he would send forward the claimsthatI represented. I informed 
him that there was a gentleman then resident in Caracas to whom I proposed 
to send the claims to actin behalf of my clients, if any action was required. He 
(Whiton) said that he would only take charge of the matter upon the condition 
that the claimants should enter into an agreement to permit him to designate 
an attorney to act in the matter in Caracas, and receive the certificates or awards 
that might be made, and that in consideration of the service he was to retain 
at least one-half of such awards. I suggested to him that I thought the com- 
pensation was large, considering the service to be done, as I had the matter all 
prepared, had presented the claims already myself to the government, and that 
they were in fact ackowledged, at least I so considered them to be by the cor- 
nen ong 1 had with the secretary of foreign affairs and the minister of 

‘omento. 

“ Perhaps I had better state in explanation of this that the government did not 
in terms agree to pay the bonds of the railway, but it acknowledged the seizure 
of the railroad; acknowledged having taken possession of the franchises of the 
corporation so far as the running of the road and taking possession of its receipts 
was concerned. They acknowledged also that they had transferred the enter- 
prise to one Clark, an Englishman, but contended they had transferred with 
it the liabilities that pertained to the enterprise. I held, on the contrary, | 
thought in accordance with law, that when the government had seized the en- 
terprise, and assumed toe discharge the subscribers to the stock from their liabili- 
ties (the government itself being a subscriber to the stock), it thereby became 
liable for the bonds of the corporation ; and, further, that if the government at- 
tempted, as it had done, to dispose of the property to a foreigner, it must itself 
become liable for the bonds of the corporation then outstanding. For that rea- 
son I considered that practically the liability of the government for the bonds 
was established. did not consider that anything was to be done before the 
commission by an attorney. 

“In response to some remarks of mine in regard to the largeness of the consid- 
eration demanded by Mr. Whiton, he informed me that he would not forward 
any claims for less than one-half; and then remarked that as to one claim that 
he had forwarded, * We have two-thirds; ’ and ‘ That claim,’ says he, ‘ will appear 
as No. Lon the list... He did not mention the claim or the claimant; his manner, 
however, and the positiveness of his assertions in regard to its appearance as No 
1 on the list, caused me to believe that his associations were somewhat intimate 
with the commission, and I therefore reported the matter to my clients for their 
consideration, suggesting to them that it might be desirable that they should 
accede to his demand. They declined, however, and desired me to confer again 
with Mr. Whiton, and see if I could not make better terms. 

“T had a second conference with him, ascertained that I could obtain no differ- 
ent arrangement than the one he had indicated, and I therefore closed the con- 
ference, and had no further interviews with him. I then forwarded the papers 
in the claims, the one standing in my own name on the bonds, and the claim of 
Flanagan, Bradley, Clark & Co.,to the American legation at Caracas. That was 
about the 9th day of June, 1868. 1 was advised of the receipt of the claims at the 
legation, not by any letter from the minister or his secretary, but by a letter from 
Mr. Sturup, who at the time I was in Caracas was the representative of the Gov- 
ernment of Denmark, and, as I understood, at times had charge of our legation 
I had written to Mr, Sturup, asking 


| that he would call upon the legation and see that the claims were properly pre- 
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sented before the commission. Tn August, 1868, I received from him a letter dated 
the 6th of that month, in which he informs me of his having called at the lega- 
tion in reference to the matter.” 

Whiton admits the conversation, while denying many of its details. 

James 8. Mackie, for twelve years at the head of the South American division 
in the Diplomatic Bureau in the Department of State, twice United States com- 


ynissioner to South America, made the following statement before the commit- 
tee of his knowledge of Whiton in this matter: 

“With my memorial and with my package of bonds, I went to Mr. Talmage’s 
office, supposing that I would tind him some prominent lawyer or merchant of 
large experience in New York. 1 went into a coal-broker’s office and found Mr. 
Talmage to be a coal-broker, dealing largely in anthracite coal. 1 introduced 
myself and congratulated him on his appointment, and said: ‘ Mr. Talmage, | 
want you to do mea favor—to look at a memorial which I have here (referring 
toa parcel of bonds). Have the goodness to count the bonds over and to see 
that they are all there, as stated in my memorial, and take charge of them in 
behalf of American citizens, whom I represent as attorney.’ Mr. Talmage said, 
‘Lean not have anything to do with that kind of business.’ I said, I beg your 
pardon; I thought you were a commissioner on the part of the United States to 
represent our citizens.’ Said he, ‘I have nothing to do with taking charge of 
their claims.’ I said, ‘Mr. Talmage, if you will excuse my personality, 1 was 
twelve years in the Department of State, and I have known about all the com- 
missions to the Spanish governments in that time, and I have never yet heard 
a commissioner, either an American commissioner or a foreign commissioner, 
say that it was no part of his duty to take charge of the claims of his fellow-citi- 
zens. I take it that that is one of the objects of yourappointment. He said,* I 
can not recognize that atall. I will have nothing to do with it. | then said, 
*Mr. Talmage, I was a commissioner of the United States myself to Peru, and | 
felt it not only a duty but a privilege to give every attention that | could to Amer- 
ican claims before I went abroad.’ Ilestill persisted. I said,‘ Itis very strange ; 
here I am an attorney for these recognized claims, and you, as commissioner, 
refuse to take charge of them. What am Itodo”?’ Said he, *Mr. Mackie, I 
advise you to go to a gentleman who happens to have a great deal of that 
business in his hands, and I think he is the best man that you can give your 
claims to.’ I said ‘Whoishe’?’ He said ‘Mr. William HL. Whiton. He gave 
me his address—I think some place in John street or Maiden Lane. IT went down 
to that place, and went through rows of bales of hay piled up all through a ware- 
house, until I came toa gentleman sitting with his hat on at the desk writing. 
Isaid, ‘Is Mr. Whiton here?’ This gentleman looked up and said ‘Yes.’ I said, 
*Whiton, is that you?’ I recognized in him an old friend and neighbor of mine 
when I was living on the heights of Georgetown. Said 1, * Lam looking for an- 
otherman.’ Hesaid,* Who? Isaid, ‘A man ofthe same name, W. H. Whiton.’ 
He said, ‘ What do you want with him?’ I said, ‘I was referred to him by Mr 
Talmage as having charge of Venezuelan claims; but you have nothing to do 
with Venezuelan claims?’ *‘ Yes,’ said he, ‘Ihave; Lamthe man.’ With a little 
strength of expression L asked him what the deuce he knew about Venezuelan 
elaims. He said that he had peculiar facilities for presenting them and having 
favorable action uponthem. Isaid, ‘ Whiton, I have got a bundle of claims here, 
but I do not know why I should give them to you more than to anybody else 
What are you going to charge for taking care of them?’ He said, ‘50 per cent.’ 
Said I, ‘That is modest. There is about $180,000 of these claims, and as much 
accrued interest, and you want half for presenting the memorial and claims 
All the claims are recognized ; they are simply protested notes of Venezuela. I 
can not give you 50 per cent., because I could not control that.’ Said he, ‘IT can 
not do it for less, for I have gotto divide,’ I said, ‘ You can not divide any of my 
friends’ money,’ ang I went out. I then immediately wrote to the Department 
of State and transniitted my papers, and I have the receipt from the Department 
of State, in which the Department promised to send them to Venezuela.’ 

It is probable that Mr. Mackie mistook the brother of Talmage for Talmage 
himself. Whiton admitted the interview, but denied many of the details, as he 
had done with Woodruff. 





MINISTER THOMAS N, STILLWELL. 


Thomas N. Stillwell was appointed minister for the United States to Vene- 
zuela in the fall of 1867. He was a citizen of Anderson, Indiana, where he was 
president ofa bank. He was not confirmed as minister, and returned to Indiana 
early in 1868, He died in 1874, both he and his bank being largely insolvent. 
Stillwell had a brother-in-law, by name William P. Murray, a practicing lawyer 
in Saint Paul, Minnesota. Murray's eye was quite open to the main chance. 
His character and aspirations can be judged from the following letter, addressed 
by him to Stillwell : 

OFFICE MINNESOTA INSURANCE COMPANY, 
Saint Paul, Minn., September 21, 1867. 

Dear Tom: Your letter was received last night. In reply Colonel Nobles, of 
this city, who was in Venezuela in 1862 and 1863, was contracted with by that 
government to run a line of mail steamers from New York city and La Guayra, 
a port ofthe Republic of Venezuela. This contract was made while Paez was 
chief. As soon as he was deposed and the Faleon faction came in power the 
contract was abrogated, and this at a time when he had one steamer ready for 
sea and another almost ready. The contract run for thirty years, the Govern- 
ment of Venezuela paying $50,000 a year for three years and $60,000 for twenty- 
seven years, with extraordinary privileges. Under this contract Nobles claims 

magesto a large amount. He is anxious that I should take hold of it for him 
and go out with you. He thinks by seeing Paez, the late chief and president of 
Venezuela, and Dr. J. C. Beales, of New York, that in addition to thisclaim they 
could put me on the track of a large amountof business. Beales resided a num- 
ber of years in Caracas and is in high favor with the present party in power. 
Nobles has shown me a letter from Beales, in which he offers to give letters toany 
one who goes out to all the principal men of the republic, and Paez to the prin- 
cipal men of his party. I feel disposed to try it on. Assoonas you reach Wash- 
ington I want you to post yourself thoroughly as to the lay of the land and write 
me in detail. Johnson should have made the resident minister commissioner, 
which he had the power to do under the resolution authorizing the appeint- 
ment. The commissioner will make the money. Can not Talmage be rejected 
by the Senate as commissioner? Nobles will send you a letter of introduction 
to Dr. Beales, and while en route to Washington, or on return home, I want you 
to see him, He will post you as to how we shall proceed, &c. 

Colonel Nobles proposes, if I consent to go, to foot the expense-bill in case of 
# failure to succeed in accomplishing anything. Yetit might be a fellow would 
have to stay six or eight months in that God-forsaken country, where a nigger, 
“a negro, a black man, a colored gentleman, is better than a white man. 

a would like to have something to do. Can you not, while in Washington, 
ring me in some way as an attaché, consul, attorney, or something else that will 
pay? Look to this. It would suit me better to go out the last of November. 
Our courts commence the fall term a week from Monday, and I will be busy 
most of the month; after they close it will take two or three weeks to get every- 
thing ready, All well. Write me as soon as you make any discovery. ‘ 

Yours, x 
MURRAY. 

. Murray testified (Miscellaneous Document, Fort y-fourth Congress, second ses- 
sion, page 63), that when he first heard of Stillwell’s appointment to Venezuela, 

I was as ignorant of Venezuela as an ordinary member of Congress would be 
of Jerusalem. I don’t know that I had ever heard of it until I heard of Mr. Still- 








well’s appointment.’ But he knew Colonel Nobles, of the firm of Beales, Nobles 
& Garrison, of New York, and the claim of which he speaks in his letter ex 
panded to one for $614,700 before the commission, of which $250,000 was allowed 
This claim does not appear upon the schedule furnished by Minister Culver 
Murray accompanied Stillwell to Caracas, where, as events will show, he be 
came a leading member of the United States deputation in + hat city 

Talmage sought Stillwell's acquaintance eauring his visit to New York from 
Caracas. Stillwell and Murray met Talmage while in New York. In Novem 
ber they sailed for Caracas, and Talmage followed on the next vessel 


WHAT THE COMMISSION DID 


After the organization of the commission by the induction of Machado as um 
pire, the first thing was to settle the rules to regulate its proceedings. The most 
important of these were to the effect that the claims were to be listed by the 
secretary in the order in which they were presented As they were presented 
from the American legation, this put it in Stillwell's power to arrange the list 
That— 

“3. Each claim shall be considered by the commission according to the order 
in which it may appear on the secretary's list; and shall be tinally decided upon 
by the commissioners in the same order, within five days, t« 
upon which the commission shall have resolved to consider it 

And, sixth, that 

“When an award shall be made upon any claim by virtue of the decision of 
the commissioners or that of the umpire the commissioners shall 
cates of the sum or sums to be paid the respective claimant or ¢ 
tenor and date) in such number and for such amount each 
claimant, agent, or attorney may request: Provided, That whenever more than 
one certificate shall be issued for or on account of any one award the amounts 
in the aggregate in such several certificates expressed shall not exceed the 
amount of the sum awarded such respective claimant by virtue of the decision 
made by the commissioners or the umpire, as provided in article Sof t 
vention,” 

Rules 3 and 6 were opposed by the Venezuelan commissioner, 
were allowed by the umpire. He claimed that the purpose of the hist role was 
to enable a division and distribution to be made to parties in interest, without 
depending upon the good faith of the original claimant. He shrewdly added 

* That such a division of the indemnities very probably might arouse in th: 
public mind a suspicion that their product would be divided among several per 
sons, Which would lean to the detriment of the honor and probity of the com 
mission,” 
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When the umpire decided against him Condé resigned and Villafané was ap 
pointed in his place 

After this the business of the commission ran along quite smoothly 

The umpire was qualified April IX, August 5 the commission closed its labor 
August 6 Talmage and Murray took boat for New York. Stillwell had preceded 
them, not having been contirmed by the Senate 

The commission awarded $1,253,310.30; of which Murray represented $851 000 
Whiton represented $352,000—$1,203,000; leaving a balance allowed to others of 
$50,000. The claims represented by Woodrut! and Mackie were pigeon-holed 
‘without prejudice,’ whatever that may mean 

Talmi and Murray receipted for, and carried away, all the certificates of 
award, excepting for $10,000 to Lorenzo H. Finn 

It is not the purpose of the committee to analyze or discuss, to any extent, the 
voluminous testimony which has been taken regarding this matter bet 
mer committees of this House. 

In 1869 and 1870 we find Stillwell, Talmage, and Murray all earnestly at work 
in Washington to secure the passage of an act making the Venezuelan certifi 
cates redeemable by the United States, They were very much interested in be 
half of the holders of these certificates. In this they did not succeed, but they 
did succeed in procuring the payment of two dividends upon them, one of 7 per 
cent. and one of 8 per cent. The letters of congratulation which they wrote to 
one another, not forgetting *‘ Dear John’’ Madrado, are very interesting and 
suggestive reading, but it is unnecessary for our present purpose to do more than 
to refer to them. 

The triumvirate were first brought to bay in the Forty-fourth Congre 
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SETH DRIGGS, 
aremarkable figure throughout all these transactions, to whom an award of 
about $300,000 was made, partly in his own right and partly as attorney for 
other parties, memorialized Congress, charging that the whole proceedings of 
the commission had been fraudulent 
memorial : 

“The commission passed a rule that one claim should be decided within every 
five days, and as there were forty-nine claims pending in the legation to be ad 
judicated, and only ninety working days remaining of the twelve months allowed 
by the treaty for the commission to conclude its labors, it was believed that not 
more than half the claims could be adjudicated within the time limited 

“The American minister intimated that those claims supported by powers of 
attorney would have the preference of being sent tothe board of commissioners 
for adjudication. Mr. Talmage himselfadvised your memorialist to give a power 
ofattorney to Murray, as it would be for hisinterest to do so, and Murray was very 
urgent; and finally on the the 6th of May, 1868, seven days after the prohibitory 
rule had been passed (which was well known to Murray, but concealed from 
your memorialist), the power of attorney was signed authorizing William P 
Murray to prosecute your memorialist’s claims before the mixed commission 
which power had been previously prepared by Murray with a clause to allow him 
one-half the amount to be adjudicated, with authority for David M. Talmage to 
draw the certificates from the board of commissioners. 

‘Under all the circumstances, and considering his advanced aye and infirm 
ities, your memorialist was actually coerced into the measure for fear of being 
left out in the cold, as some others were, whose powers of attorney omitted the 
S-per-cent. clause.”’ 

Driggs seems to have been willing to pay 50 per cent. upon that part of the 
award which belonged to him, but charged that Talmage took and retained $150 
000, or one-half of the entire award made in his name, while he had only agreed 
to pay one-half of that belongingto himself. Driggs’s testimony was direct and 
positive ; if believed it would fully sustain the allegations of fraud against Tal 
mage. Of course this committee are obliged to take the testimony as it reads, 
without the advantage of seeing and hearing the witness as he gave it 

It is certain, however, that Driggs, aman thoroughly competent to manage 
his own affairs, with his proofs all prepared, himself in Caracas, agreed to pay 
one-half of his immense claim to Murray when allowed, and that Talmage 
should draw the certificates. For what innocent purpose this could have been 
done can not be conceived, and Driggs swears positively that it was for the pur 
pose of bribery and corruption. Inthe judgment of this committee the admitted 
facts tend strongly to corroborate his testimony 

Talmage was a witness before the same committee. He was closely pressed 
as to hisownership of certificates of awards made by the commission, of which 
he wasa member, and charged with having acted eorruptly as such. The fol 
lowing is extracted from his testimony 


The following is an extract from Driggs’s 


“ Question, Did you ever give Mr. Orth to understand that you owned some of 
these certificates in your own right” 

* Answer. I presume so. 

“Q. State how much you owned? 
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‘A. Thave no idea 

‘Q. From whom did you get them, and in what manner? 

“A. LT can not tell exactly; my impression is that what I had I bought. In 
disposing of certificates, selling them, &c., I bought some myself at times 

“@. From whom did you ever buy any? 

“A. I was interested in some that I bought from Murray. 

“Q.) How much did you bay from Murray? 

“A. Lean not tell you exactly 

“Q. Those certificates that you bought from Murray, did they have the name 
of Seth Driggs as payee’ 


\ No sit 





“A. Ido; yes, sir. 

“qQ. Then he is wrong about it? 

“A. Well, Lam correct so far as my staterment is concerned. I do not know 
what he swore to. 

*Q. Are you sure that he has paid you thisamount of money in cash for these 
certificates ? 

“A. Well, I know that he has.” 

Murray was very forgetful and uncertain how Talmage paid him; only hy 


| was sure it was in currency, and could not tell where he deposited or used the 


Q. You can not tell how many of these certificates you owned at that time? | 


4. No sit 
"Q Nor from whom you bought them, except that you bought some of them 

from Murray? 

A. Lrecolleet buying some of them from Murray 

«). What did you pay Murray for them’? 

I think | paid about 30 cents on the dollar 
». Hlow much did you buy from Murray ? 
Ido not know, 
Did you buy $1,000 or $50,000 of certificates ? 
I may have bought $6,000 or $7,000 of certificates. 
. Did you pay in cash for therm 30 cents on the dollar”? 
I lid. 
When was that” 
I can not tell 
Can you give any idea? 
. No, sir; it was a couple of years ago. 
. Was it not immediately after your return from Venezuela? 


No, sir. 
Did come from Venezuela with Murray” 
I did, 
“Q. Did you purchase any of these certificates from him in New York on 
your arrival from Venezuela’ 
“AN 


\ 
A 
Q 
\ 
Q 

\ 
“Q 
J 
Q 
‘A 
Q 

A 
“a 
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. No, sir. 
“QQ. Not one? 
“A. No, sir 


“QQ. Do you mean you bought 5,000 or $7,000 worth of them, or bought cer- 
tifleates of that amount of face-value? 

‘A. That amount of face-value 

“QQ. What have you done with those certificates”? 

“A. Lsold them 

“Q. To whom? 

* A. Lean not tell you 

*Q. Did you ever draw any dividends on them”? 

“A. No, sir.” 

A few pages further along we find the following 

“QQ. Do you own any of these certificates now? 

‘A. No, sir. 

*“Q. How long is it since you owned any of them * 

‘A. Six months or a year; a year at least, [ think. 
*Q. From whom did you purchase the last certificate that you had? 
0: From Murray. 
*Q. Where is Murray now?” 
‘A. 1 suppose in Saint Paul, Minnesota. 
“Q. Ilow many certificates does he own: 
- I do not know. 

“Q. Ilow many did you purchase from him then ”* 

“A. From seven to ten, 

“QQ. At 30 cents on the dollar? 

“A. Lam not certain about that; it was between 30 and 40 cents.” 

This uncertain knowledge under such circumstances was certainly suspicious. 

In the Forty-tifth Congress Murray was a witness before the committee. It 
would seem that he had not reviewed the testimony given before the last com- 
mittee with sufficient care. He swore that he had sold Talmage certificates. 
Ile swore to selling him three lots. After he had given this testimony the fol- 
lowing questions and answers appear: 

“Question, Then you sold him in all $30,000, $25,000, and $14,000 of them ? 

* Answer, TL sold him in all $69,000, 

“QQ. How much money did you get for them? 

“A, At my figuring, there was $30,000 at 33) cents, $14,000 at [5 cents, and $25,000 
at 10 cents, making $14,600 

“Q. Mr. Talmage, then, has paid you in cash $14,600 for $69,000 of these certifi- 
cates” 

“A. Yes, sir 

“Q. Ilow do you explain that in connection with this testimony of Mr. Tal- 
mage, on page ¥2 of the printed report: 

“" A. Lrecollect buying some of them of Mr. Murray. 
Q. What did you pay Murray for them ? 
“*A. LT think I paid 50 cents on the dollar. 
“*Q. How much did you buy from Murray ? 
“*A. [donot know. 
“*Q. Did you buy $1,000 or $5,000 of certificates ? 
“*A. Tmay have bought $6,000 or $7,000 of certificates. 
“*Q. Did you pay in cash for them 30 cents on the dollar? 
“*A, Tdid. 
“*Q. When was that? 
“*A. Lean not say.’ 


“The Wrrness. That was the last purchase. 
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“ Mr, SPRINGER (continuing quotation) : 

“*Q. Can you give any idea? 

“*A, No, sir; it wasa couple of years ago. 

vse Lg it immediately after your return from Venezuela? 

** A. No, oir. 

“*@. Did you come from Caracas with Murray ? 

“*A. I did. 

“*Q. Did you purchase any of these certificates from him in New York, on 
your arrival from Venezuela? 

“*A. No, sir. 

“"*Q. Not one? 

“* A. No, sir, 

“*Q. Do you mean that you bought $6,000 or $7,000 worth of them, or bought 
certificates of that amount of face value? 

“*A. That amount of face value. 

“*Q. What have you done with those certificates * 

“*A. Lsold them. 

“*Q. To whom? 

“*A. Tean not tell you. 

“*Q. Did you ever draw any dividends on them? 

** A. No, sir.’ 

* Now, it seems that after a very sharp examination of Mr. Talmage, he only 
admitted to have bought, on the face value, $6,000 or $7,000 of these certificates 
from you, yet you say here that you sold him $69,000 worth, 





money. 
But Talmage was not the only one to be covered by Murray's protection 
Stillwell died in 1874. Among the assets of the bank which he had shipwrecked 


| were found $80,400 of the Venezuela certificates pledged for his overdrafts. How 


“ame they into his possession? Murray attempted to explain this by saying the 
bonds were his; that he had left them with Stillwell for safe-keeping, and that 
he had pledged them without leave for his own indebtedness. Why, living in 


| Saint Paul, Minnesota, he should have deposited these bonds in Anderson, In- 
| diana, for safe-keeping, or why he should have so deposited a portion and not 
| all of which he was the fortunate possessor, is not apparent to an ordinary un 


derstanding. 

Another remarkable witness appeared before the committee of the Forty-fifth 
Congress in the person of John C, Nobles, brother of Colonel Nobles, of Beales, 
Nobles & Gamsen, who had died. John C. swore that his brother disclosed to 
him before his death the frauds by which the awards were made by the com- 
mission, and gave him a letter from Murray, in which Murray wrote to him in 
detail how much he paid to different parties to accomplish his purposes. 

Murray denied writing this letter, which would have been exact and conc! .- 
sive evidence. It was exhibited to the committee, but as the testimony of No- 
bles was hearsay and seareely warranted by rule, this committee choose not to 
dwell upon it at length. 

There was very much more testimony, the reading of which conduces to es 


| tablish the truth of the charges of fraud alleged by Venezuela. The committee 


has, however, thought best to call special attention to the above points taken 
from the parties themselves. We can not see how our predecessors in the Forty- 


| fourth and —— Congresses, from the testimony before them, could have 


failed to reach the conclusions they did, and which are already stated in this re- 
port. In our opinion any honest and intelligent jury, upon the recorded testi- 
mony, would convict Talmage, Machado, Stillwell, and Murray of conspiring to 
defraud Venezuela through the mixed commission of 1867 and 1868. 

Having concurred in the conclusions reached by our predecessors, to the effect 
that members of the mixed commission were improperly interested in the 


| claims before them, it remains to decide what legislative action we shall recom- 
mend. 


Congress can not remain inactive and allow these awards to be enforced against 
Venezuela and distributed to these guilty conspirators; they have already s« 
cured too much of their booty. Nor can the committee, after examining the 
testimony and reaching the conclusions stated above, adopt the recommendation 


| of the Secretary of State and refer the awards for examination to the Court of 


Claims, 

The Committee on Foreign Relations of the Senate, during the present ses 
sion, through its chairman, Mr. Wrinpom, have reported on a bill referring the 
Venezuela award to the Court of Claims, as follows: 

“ That in their opinion the Court of Claims can not be clothed with jurisdiction to 
modify orannul the action of the commission organized under the provisions ot 
the act of April 20, 1866, between the Governmentsof the United Statesand Vene 
zuela, Thecommittee are also of the opinion that the Department of State has 
full powerand authority touching the distribution of the moneys paid in under 
the awards made by said commission, and they therefore recommend the indeti 
nite postponement of said bills.”’ 

The grounds of decision taken by this committee render it unnecessary to 
discuss the correctness of the foregoing opinion. 

The treaty with Venezuela provides for a commission to consider the claims 
of American citizens against Venezuela. There has been no valid commission 
as called for by that treaty. 

The alleged commission was a conspiracy ; its proceedings were tainted with 
fraud. That fraud affects its entire proceedings. It was diseased throughout ; 


, and there is no method known to the committee by which to separate the fraud- 


ulent part from the honest part and establish any portion in soundness anid 
integrity. Falsus in uno, falsus in omnis, 

It is a principle not only of the common law but of universal jurisprudence 
that fraud vitiates every act, public or private. No record, however solemn, 
estops an allegation of fraud. Judgments of courts of competent jurisdiction 
impart absolute verity whenever they are brought in question, but if obtained 
by fraud they are set aside. 

Justice to Venezuela demands that these proceedings should be set aside 
speedily and without circuitous action. The Court of Claims is an American 
tribunal in whose creation Venezuela has no voice, and to whose jurisdiction 
she has not submitted. She has agreed to submit these claims to a mixed com- 
mission, and as yet there has been no such tribunal where action is binding and 
valid. She is now ready to co-operate with our Executive in creating sucha 
commission, and professes to be ready to perform its awards. A great nation 


| seeking a position of highest influence among the republics of the continent can 


notafford to do anything in her own dealings with these republics inconsistent 
with exact and impartial justice. Her honor must be kept unstained. We dc 
not recognize any conceivable danger to innocent holders of these certificates o: 
award, if any such there are. The certificates have no such character as to ex- 
empt them from the equities between the original parties. Moreover, the same 
precautions suggested for the protection of innocent holders can be provided re- 
garding the awards of new commissions. 

Justice to the parties who refused to comply with the demands of the con- 
spirators, and whose claims were not considered by the former commission, re- 
quires a new one by whom they can be heard and judged according to their 
merits. 

Your committee therefore report the following joint resolution, and recom- 
mend its adoption. 

All of which is respectfully submitted. 


Mr. RICE, of Massachusetts. Mr. Speaker, I hope the unpopularity 
which must attach to the author of this report will not be visited on 
the cause he represents, and that the members of this House, already 
wearied by attention to its reading, will accord to me a little patience 
while I endeavor to explain the reasons which have induced its adop- 
tion by the Committee on Foreign Affairs. 

May 25, 1882, the President of the United States, by special message 


to this House, communicated a letter of the Secretary of State, vhich 


may be found on the thirty-first page of the report, in the appendix, 


| and in that message the President uses these words: 


I earnestly invite the attention of Congress to this communication and the we 
companying iaclosures. In case neither House takes action upon it during the 
resent Congress, I shall feel it my duty to direct that this prolonged discussion 
S definitely terminated by recognizing the absolute validity of all the awards 
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It becomes, therefore, Mr. Speaker, not only the privilege but the 
imperative duty of this House to consider the subject of these awards, 
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in order that the honor of the nation may be preserved and that no in- | 


justice be done to a sister republic. This communication of the Presi- 
‘dent was referred to the Committee on Foreign Affairs of this House, 
and that committee, with substantial unanimity, instructed me to pre- 
sent the report with the accompanying resolution which has been laid 
before the House. 


In its decision the committee of this House but followed the example | 


of the committees of three successive Congresses immediately preceding. 
This is the fourth report, made in four successive Congresses, which, 
with almost unanimous accord, have denounced these awards as fraudu- 
lent and invalid. And in the face of this fact, and of the fact that the 
President says that their enforcement can only be prevented by action 


of at least one House of Congress at this session, we feel that we have | 


the right to call the attention of the House for a short time to their con- 
sideration. 

Venezuela is the broad right shoulder of South America, thrust out 
into the waters of the ocean. Its mountains are lofty, its rivers are 
mighty, its valleys are fertile. Its Spanish conquerors, when they first 
discovered it, thought they detected in its wave-indented shores some 
resemblance to old Venice, and called it in musical syllables Venezuela— 
Little Venice. 


Its inhabitants are Spanish, Indians, negroes, and mixed. | 





Their blood is heated by the sun of the tropics; their passions are strong; | 


their impulses are restless. 
their society of revolutions. 

From 1808 to 1828 Venezuela was distracted by a succession of revo- 
lutions which were denominated a war for independence, but were 
really frequently only contests between rival chiettains for supremacy 
in the state. Among these Bolivar at length became supreme, and 
established a somewhat settled government, which was maintained for 
a few years, during his lifetime, after which revolutions again broke 
out, and have succeded one another with but little interruption until 
a time near the present. 

During all these troubles in Venezuela claims were accumulated 
against that state by citizens of many nations; claims contracted with 
one of the chieftains or another, with one government or another. 
Some of these claims were contracted by American citizens. The at- 
tention of the State Departgnent of this Government was frequently 
brought to these claims, and in 1864 Secretary Seward instructed Mr. 
Culver, then minister of the United States to Venezuela, to ascertain 
and report in regard to the amount of claims of citizens of the United 
States against Venezuela. He submitted a report, which is also printed 
in the appendix to the report presented by your committee. 

According to that report there were then pending of claims of citi- 
zens of the United States against Venezuela, of liquidated and adjusted 
claims, $54,184; and of unliquidated but presented claims, $222,263; 
making $276,448, that sum covering the entire amount of claims which 
could then be discovered as having been presented by American citizens 
against the Republic of Venezuela, with some slight possible exceptions 
referred to in foot-notes. 


Their soil is the cradle of earthquakes, and 


| would be content with any one of the four ministers resident in Vene 


In 1866 a treaty was established between the United States of Amer- | 


ica and the United States of Venezuela, providing for a joint mixed 
commission which should sit, consider, and award in regard to these 
claims. 


The commission was to consist of one selected by the United | 


‘ r . | 
States, one selected by Venezuela, and an umpire to be selected by the 


two, or, in default of their agreement, by the Russian minister resi- 
dent at Washington. 

In July, 1867, David M. Talmage was appointed commissioner on the 
part of the United States. General Antonio Grosman Blanco, the fore- 
most citizen of Venezuela, then and since president of that state, was 
appointed commissioner on the part of Venezuela. 
Venezuela in the early fall of that year, and the first meeting of the 
commission was held in September, 1867. 

Sefore proceeding to consider the action of the United States com- 
missioner upon which this report is based I desire to call the attention 
of the House to a few circumstances which surrounded the commission, 
collateral circumstances which, as it seems to me, bear to a consider- 
able extent upon the judgment we should form of the action of the 
commission itself. 


United States minister to Venezuela, deceased, and Thomas N. Still- 
well was nominated for minister in his stead. As has already been ob- 
served from the reading of the report, Mr. Stillwell had a brother-in-law 
named Murray, who, immediately upon the nomination of Stillwell for 
the place of minister at Venezuela, thought that he saw an opportunity 
tomake some money. He therefore wrote the letter which has been 
read in the report to his brother-in-law, Mr. Stillwell. I am not pro- 
posing to re-read that letter, but I desire to call the attention of gentle- 
men to it, as found on page 13 of the report. The letter is dated Sep- 
tember 21, 1867. It begins: 


Dear Tom: Your letter was received last night. 


And he then goes on to state that he has had a proposition to go out 


to Venezuela to present a certain claim before the commission, which | N. Machado, jr., who was to act in that place. 


claim was made by one Colonel Nobles against that republic. 


Talmage left for | 





| appoint. 
Just before the appointment of the commission, Mr. Wilson, the 
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close of the letter, and I call the attention of the House to it as diselos 
ing the true character of the writer, he says: 


As soon as you reach Washington I want you to post yourself thoroughly as 
to the lay of the land, and write me in detail. Johnson should have made the 
resident minister commissioner, which he had the power to do under the resolu 
tion authorizing the appointment The commissioner will make the money 

This man saw that there was an opportunity for the commissioner to 
make the money, and he desired that his brother-in-law should be com 
missioner rather than minister, and then desired, to use his own elegant 
language, that his brother-in-law should ‘‘ring him in’ somewhere for 
a share of the spoils 

Murray was the first of the American representatives to set foot upon 
thesoil of Venezuela; he preceded his brother-in-law Stillwell, who very 
soon followed him. In the mean time Talmage was getting ready to go 
to Venezuela. Stillwell and Murray had no previous acquaintance with 
Talmage. They formed that acquaintance very soon alter they came 
together in Caracas. They were after the same game and concluded to 
hunt in company. 

The first business of the commission was to choose an umpire; and 
here is the first point in the conduct of the United States commissioner, 
Talmage, to which I desire to call the attention of the House, as tend 
ing to impeach his integrity as commissioner. ‘The commissioners, by 
the terms of the treaty, were to choose an umpire. Talmage named 
one T. G. O. Rolandus. Blanco, on behalf of Venezuela, said that he 
zuela, either of England, France, Germany, or Spain. Talmage refused 
to accept either of them; he said that he had nominated a good men, and 
he would not abandon that name, but insist upon it 

After some little delay Blanco resigned. He had a revolution to at 
tend to just about that time, and one Condé was appointed commissioner 
in his stead. 

Immediately upon Condé being qualified for his position, he enlarged 
the proposition which Blanco had made, and said that he would not in 
sist upon the nomination of either of the four ministers as umpire, but 
would be content to take somebody else; and he named eleven respect 
able gentlemen, one of whom was Mr. Stinup, consul-general of Den 
mark, and often intrusted with the matters of the American legation 
during the absence of its representative from the capital of Venezuela 

Talmage replied, ‘* No; Rolandus or nobody,’’ and then said, ‘‘ There 
can be noagreement. 1 insist upon Rolandus, and if you will not take 
him, then let us certily to our respective governments that we can not 
agree, and let the minister of Russia at Washington make the selection 
of the umpire as provided in the treaty.’’ Mark you that he had but a 
few weeks betore this, when Blanco made the same proposition to sub 
mit the matter to the decision of the minister of Russia, refused it, say 
ing to Blanco he would not yield Rolandus; but now, when Condé had 
named a large number of persons from whom the selection of umpire 
was to be made, he said, ‘* We will try this no longer, but refer the 
whole matter to the minister of Russia at Washington.” 

To two things here I desire to call the attention of the House One 
is that it afterward was proved that this Rolandus upon whom ‘Talmage 
insisted as his only choice for umpire held a claim of over $400,000 
against the Republic of Venezuela, and afterward assigned it to this 
Murray, to whom I have referred, through whom he sought to have it 
allowed before the commission. So that the man upon whom Talmage 
insisted for umpire was himselfa claimant against the Republic of Vene 
zuela. His claim was not allowed, tobe sure. Why not? Because, as 
Talmage himself told one of the witnesses who testified before the com 
mittee in the Forty-fitth Congress in relation to another claim, the 
umpire had already allowed so many claims against Venezuela that he 
did not dare to show his face in the streets, and therefore Rolandus, not 
being longer necessary to the purposes of the commission, was ruled 
out. 

The commissioners agreed to notify their respective governments ot 
their inability to agree upon an umpire, and Talmage left for New York 
in order to bring the message to our Government. Asa result of this 
visit one Juan N. Machado, jr., was appointed umpire by Baron Stoeck], 
the minister of Russia to the United States. It has been claimed here 
tofore that this Machado was not the person Baron Stoeck! intended to 
I know not and care not whether that be true or otherwise. 
Baron Stoeckl in his note of appointment nominated as umpire Sefior 
Machado, with no Christian name mentioned, and it was upon that 
nomination of Sefior Machado that notice was sent to Venezuela, where 
Talmage had already returned, and then this Juan N. Machado, jr., 
was notified that he had been appointed, and consequently appeared and 
qualified as umpire. Then Minister Stillwell notified Secretary Sew- 
ard that the Christian name of the umpire had been omitted, and that 
Juan N. Machado, jr., was his name. Accordingly Secretary Seward 
wrote a note to Baron Stoeckl, calling his attention to the omission of 
the Christian name, and kindly informing him that the name was Juan 
N. Machado, jr. Baron Stoeck] then went into the State Department, 
and with a stroke of the pen interlined the name, and that was done 
after Juan N. Machado, jr., had appeared and taken his oath in Caracas 
as umpire of this commission. Now, somebody knew that it was Juan 
Somebody knew his 


Near the | Christian name and gave the information to him and to Minister Still- 
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well, and saw to it that Secretary Seward was notified, that the name | 
might be inserted in the original defective certificate of Baron Stoeckl, | 
and thereby the proceedings of the commissioner confirmed and made 
valid. Who was this person ? 

Mark one thing, Mr. Speaker; four days before Talmage sailed for 
New York to notify the Government that he and the Venezuelan com- | 
missioner could not agree upon the selection of an umpire he had ap- 
pointed this very Juan N. Machado, jr., his own private attorney to 
negotiate certain business transactions which he as a private individual | 
had in the Republic of Venezuela. He therefore knew this man. He | 
knew his name. He came to New York and had communication with | 
our Government, he had communication with Baron Stoeckl, and the 
result was the appointment as umpire of the commission of the very 
man whom four days before he left Caracas he had selected as his own 
private attorney. 

It is true that Rivas, the representative of Venezuela in the United 
States at that time, dwelling in New York, concurred in Talmage’s rec- 
ommendation of Machado, but there is no evidence that he knew Juan 
N. Machado, jr.; and afterward, when the commission had done its 
work, and its integrity had been attacked, he said, this same Rivas, to 
Castro, then the representative of Venezuela to the United States, that 
he was induced to recommend Machado because he was a citizen of Ven- 
ezuela, and he thought that he would not therefore be unfavorable to | 
his native state. Therefore he was induced—induced by whom ?—in- 
duced to concur in recommending his appointment, for which he had 
afterward been very sorry. 

Now we have the commission complete. Talmage, Condé, for whom | 
Villafané was very soon substituted, and Machado as umpire, and Mur- 
ray, the brother-in-law of Stillwell, occupying the same house with 
Stillwell, as attorney, preparing claims to be presented before the com- 
mission. The first thing after the commission was completed, and the 
next thing to which I desire to call the attention of the House, as im- 
peaching the integrity of this commission, was the adoption of rules by 
the casting vote of Machado by which the claims were to be presented 
by the American minister, Stillwell, and to be considered in the order 
of their presentation. The claims were then arranged by the American 
minister's brother-in-law, Murray, and were laid before the commis- 
sion. What was the result? Minister Culver, less than four years be- 
fore, had reported that there were but $276,000 of claims which he 
could ascertain against Venezuela. 

Before this commission were presented $4,823,000 of claims, and there 
were allowed $1,253,000. The commissioners agreed to $459,000, and 
Talmage and Machado to the balance, $794,000. Not one of these last, 
with possibly one small exception, can be found in the lists of those 
which were ascertained by Minister Culver and reported to Secretary 
Seward. TI have no doubt that the $459,000 of claims are substantially 
just, and have been, and will be, concurred in by Venezuela. This 
$794,000 were claims disallowed by the Venezuelan representative, but 
allowed by Talmage and Machado, and against which it is charged that 


they are fraudulent and were allowed by fraudulent means and for | 


fraudulent purposes. 

Those claims are seven in number. They are stated in the appendix 
to the report which has been read. They are in favor of four individ- 
uals and one firm, and as I said are in seven items. The first of them 
is the claim which Mr. Murray had picked up when he wrote his letter 
to his brother-in-law, ‘‘ Dear Tom,’ and asking that he might be rung 
in somewhere, as he wanted to make some money. It is a claim in 
favor of Beales, Nobles & Garrison. This claim was presented by 


Murray for some four or five hundred thousand dollars. Two hundred | 


and fifty thousand dollars was the modest sum awarded by Talmage 
and Machado. 

What was the claim?—and I do not propose to weary you with a 
prolonged discussion of these claims—what was the claim? These 
claimants, Beales, Nobles & Garrison, asserted that they made a con- 
tract with Paez, who was dictator of Venezuela for a few months, not 


recognized by the United States, to establish and run a line of steam- | 


ships between Venezuela and New York. They never did anything to 
carry out the contract; they never spent a dollar; they never built a 
ship; they never laid the keel of a ship; they made no expenses. The 
governmentof Paez went down. Nothing was done about the contract. 


But they claimed through Murray they would have made four or five | 


hundred thousand dollars out of the contract if they had carried it out. 
Murray took the claim, carried it to Caracas, presented it before the 
commission, and got $250,000 allowed upon it. 

Mr. SPRINGER. The gentleman from Massachusetts might state 
also the manner in which that claim was divided. 

Mr. RICE, of Massachusetts. I am coming to that in a moment. 
The gentleman from Illinois [Mr. SPRINGER] knows all about this; he 
has been over it before. I am coming to that, and the gentleman will 
rake up after me if I omit anything. 

Another claim was presented to the commission, upon which $11,500 
was allowed, by a man who claimed that he had been whipped by an 
Italian in Caracas and was so frightened he did not dare to stay and 
sell his goods, and therefore was obliged to sacrifice them and lose 
that amount; and that claim was allowed by Talmage and Machado. 

Mr. SPRINGER. A case of consequential damages. 


Mr. RICE, of Massachusetts. Another claim was by one Seth Driggs, 
who had been imprisoned in Caracas for alleged forgery and perjury, 
and I know not what other crimes, and he claimed he had been dam- 
aged, I think, $100,000—at any rate, a large sum—for being imprisoned 
there, and these righteous commissioners awarded him an amount as a 
gratuity to his wounded feelings for imprisonment in the prisons of 
Caracas on a charge of forgery and perjury. 

Mr. BUTTERWORTH. How much did they allow him ? 

Mr. RICE, of Massachusetts. I think only $35,000 for that; he got 
$100,000 for something else. 

Now, that is the character of these seven awards. 
consider them any further. 

I want to say right here that it is not every claim made by the citi- 
zen of one government against a foreign government which is entitled 
to the protection and support of that government. It is discretionary 
with the government to say whether the character of the claim is such 
as to entitle it to be presented and enforced by itself. 

Lord Palmerston in 1848, in a celebrated circular letter addressed to 


I am not going to 


| the diplomatic representatives of Great Britain, asserts this policy, and 


I believe it is the correct policy for all governments, that claims of a 
speculative character made by the subjects of Great Britain must not 
he supported against the governments against which they are made. 
He said that it would encourage citizens of that nation to make invest- 
ments for high rates of interest, speculative investments of British capi- 
tal in insecure countries, and then rely upon the protection of their 
own home government to enforce the claims. I call this policy to the 


| attention of this House as what should be inaugurated, as it seems to 
| me, in regard to many classes of claims which are preferred by citizens 


of the United States against these small, restless, revolutionary repub- 
lies of Central and South America. 

When a man, for the sake of great gains, makes loans or investments 
in countries which are distracted by revolution, he takes his risk; the 
doctrine of contributory negligence should apply to him, and this coun- 
try should say, ‘‘ You put yourself in danger voluntarily. You thought 
you saw where you could reap sufficient reward to justify the risk. We 
can not follow you there to exact doubtful and exaggerated compensa- 
tion or remuneration from the nation into which you thus recklessly 
thrust yourselves. ’’ 

Mr. Speaker, I have called the attention of the House to the charac- 
ter and the amount of the claims upon which awards were rendered by 
this commission against Venezuela by the vote of the umpire, most o¢ 
which, as it appears to the committee, were baseless and fraudulent. 
Of all the claims which were allowed by the commission, it is a remark- 
able fact that Murray, who wanted to be ‘‘rung’’ in for something, ap- 
peared as attorney in $851,000 of the $1,250,000; and a man, Whiton, 
in the city of New York, as attorney for $352,000 of the balance; leav- 
ing only $50,000 of the entire sum that were not represented by either 
Murray or Whiton. I have told you who Murray was. I desire now 
to tell you who Whiton was. Whiton lived in New York. He says in 
his testimony before the committee: 

That after the departure of David M. Talmage to Venezuela in July, 1867, it oc- 
curred to him (Whiton) that he might buy up or prosecute or otherwise interest 
himself in any claims of American citizens against the Republic of Venezuela 
that might seem to him well grounded in law and equity. And thereupon he 
visited Henry Talmage, brother to the said commissioner, and inquired of the 
said Henry Talmage whether he was acquainted with any of the claims or had 
any knowledge of any kind of the claims. The said Whiton, thinking that in 
the absence of the commissioner claimants would naturally visit his brother, re- 
quested the said Henry Talmage to refer such parties to said Whiton, which the 
said Talmage agreed to do, 

Whiton had never been in Venezuela. He had no interest in Vene- 
zuela. He testified he knew nothing about Venezuela till this occurred 
| tohim. It was quite remarkable, therefore, that he should sosuddenly 
| have become interested in this, to him, before unknown republic and 
subject. 

What is the secret of Mr. Whiton’s interest? I will not read to you 
the evidence on the subject, but I will state it substantially. One 
Henry Woodruff, a respectable gentleman of New York, says that, rep- 
resenting Venezuelan claims, he called upon Mr. Talmage to find what 
he should do with them. First he called upon the brother of Mr. Tal- 
mage, commissioner, who he says referred him to Mr. Whiton, ** who 
| he informed me attended to all matters relating to the Venezuelan mat- 

ters, for Mr. Talmage.’’ Mr. Woodruff went to Mr. Whiton. Mr 
Whiton said he would take charge of the matter, upon condition that 
the claimant should enter into an agreement to permit him to designate 
an attorney to act in the matter in Caracas and receive the certificates 
of awards that might be made, and that in consideration of the service 
he should retain one-half of the awards. Mr. Woodruff suggested to 
him that he thought this rather steep; but Mr. Whiton said he woul: 
not forward any claim for less than one-half, and ‘‘as to one claim,” 
he said, ‘‘ we have two-thirds.’’ ‘‘That claim,’’ said he, ‘ will appear 
No. 1 on the list;’’ and it did. The modest sum of $252,000 was 
awarded upon it. é 
Mr. Mackie, for twelve years head of the bureau for South America 
in the Department of State in this city—a gentleman of unquestionab!: 
integrity and veracity—also called to see what he could do about cer- 
tain claims which he represented. He found Mr. Talmage himself, and 
| Mr. Talmage himself referred him to Mr. Whiton. According to the 
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testimony of Mr. Mackie this honest commissioner said, ‘‘ I advise you | 
to go to a gentleman who happens to have a great deal of this business 
in his hands; I think he is the best man you can give your claim to.” 
“Who is it?’’ ‘‘Mr. Whiton,’’ said Mr. Talmage. Mr. Mackie went | 
to Mr. Whiton, and stated he had a bundle of claims. Mr. Whiton 
said, ‘‘ I have peculiaradvantages for presenting claims.’’ ‘‘ What will 
youcharge fortakingcare of mine?’’ *‘Fiftypercent.’’ *‘ That is mod- 
est,’ said Mr. Mackie; the claim was for $180,000. Said Mr. Whiton, 
“7 can not do it for less, for I have to divide.’’ ‘* You can not divide 
any of my money,’’ said Mr. Mackie. That claim was not allowed. 
Mr. Woodruff’s claim was not allowed by these commissioners. These 
men would not ‘* divide.’’ 

Mr. SPRINGER. Mr. Mackie represented the Aspinwalls, of New 
York. 

Mr. RICE, of Massachusetts. Yes, sir; he represented the famous 
house of the Aspinwalls, of New York, and that claim was simply 
pigeon-holed when it got out there. It was presented by somebody else 
than Mr. Murray or Mr. Whiton. 

Said Mr. Whiton to Mr. Woodruff, ‘* You will recollect I must name 
the attorney.’’ Whom did Whiton name as attorney to represent his 
claims before the commission and to receive the awards? Mr. Speaker, 
will it be credited when I say that Talmage, commissioner, was the at- 
torney of record of William H. Whiton, prosecutor of claims, and re- 
ceipted for and brought home to New York the certificates of the awards | 

| 





which were made? 

There was yet another man, one of the principals whom Woodruff 
represented. He could not believe this story that Mr. Woodruff told 
him; that he must pay 50 per cent. of his claim in order to get it con- | 
sidered. He went himself to Mr. Whiton and asked him about it. | 
Whiton said to him as a reason why he should allow him 50 per cent. | 
of this money: ‘‘I have certain relations with the commissioners, and | 
I have great influence with them. I can have your claim passed if we 
can make an e ment.’’ 

Both Mr. Whiton and Mr. Talmage deny that they had anything to 
do with each other in this matter. All criminal lawyers know what 
the testimony of parties is worth. You may believe what they say or 
you may disbelieve it, but youare very likely to get a good deal of in- 
formation out of their testimony upon the subject under investigation 
which they do not intendtoimpart. They deny that they had anything 
to do with each other in this matter; and Whiton denies that he had 
these conversations with these other men. But they are respectable 
men, each and all. And itis for this House to decide whether the com- 
mittee was not right in believing them rather than the parties accused. 

One thing more. Mr. Woodruff saw Mr. Talmage after he returned 
to New York, and complained to him that he had not allowed the claim 
which he had sent out there. What did Mr. Talmage say? ‘You 
ought to have put it into Whiton’s hands when I told you to.”” He 
does not say, ‘* It would have been allowed if you had done so;’’ but 
he says, ‘‘ You ought to have done that.’’ Whatis the inference? The 
inference is irresistible that Whiton was an alter ego for Talmage, and 
that the two were interested in the awards. 

Mr. Speaker, I have shown that of the $1,250,000 awarded by this 
commission all but $50,000 was upon claims which were represented 
by either Murray or Whiton. There was one man named Driggs, an 
old man who had had many years of business, and rough business, too, 
in Venezuela, who had claims, some of them just, probably, and some 
of them unjust. He was in Venezuela at the time the commission was 
sittingthere. He had prepared his papers, asheswears. Hisclaim wasall 
ready for presentation before the commissioners when he was induced— | 
this man accustomed to law was induced—to make Murray his attor- 
ney and to promise him 50 per cent. of whatever sum might be awarded 
to him by the commission. 

Thereupon some $300,000 were awarded on the various claims of Seth 
Driggs, of which Talmage retained one-half the certificates for Murray. 
Driggs swears that Talmage told him to go to Murray and put his claim 
into his hands, and when the claim was put into Murray’s handsit was | 
allowed and a power of attorney was given by Driggs and Murray to 
Talmage that he might receive the certificates of award and divide them 
between Driggs and Murray. Murray was to have 50 per cent. of them. 
When Talmage gave the certificates to Murray and Driggs he exacted 
from Driggs a receipt specifying by number each of the certificates which 
he gave tohim. From Murray he took a receipt in the lump—acknowl- 
edging receipt from Talmage of certificates of award in full of all claims 
against him. 

Why this difference? Why did Driggs give to Murray this power of 
attorney, and why did Driggs and Murray give their power of attorney | 
to Talmage? Why, that Seth Driggs might be held to pay 50 per cent. | 
of his claim to Murray, and that Talmage might have the certificates | 
in his hand to divide according to any agreement that might be had | 
between himself and Murray. 

Thus, Mr. Speaker, the commission did its work, made its awards 
and left, as it is said, between two days. I do not know how that was, 
nor do I care. They brought home the certificates, Murray and Tal- 
mage coming together to New York, and they were followed by remon- 
Strances from the injured republic, addressed to the Department of 
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State, declaring that the proceedings of the commission had been fraud 
ulent, and therefore ought not to be enforced. 

It has been said sometimes that Venezuela did not make complaint 
promptly and at once, but I have here the letter of De Cantro to Grant, 
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| within a year after the dissolution of the commission, assailing these 


claims and saying they were fraudulent. I say that Venezuela was not 
remiss, that she did press upon our Government at once and has per 
sistently pressed it ever since that the proceedings of this commission 
were tainted by fraud. 

To be sure, the early Secretaries, Seward, Fish, Washburne, did not 
listen to the charges made by the Venezuela representatives. Why not ? 
Because they were unable then to prove them. Investigatians were not 
had which have since been had before committees of Congress, and the 
facts which I have detailed to you had not then been spread upon the 
records of Congress, and no Secretary of State, no committee of this 
House, since those investigations and since that testimony, has declared 
anything else than that these awards were tainted with fraud and there- 
fore ought not to be enforced. 

But, Mr. Speaker, I see my time is passing. Iam like a counsel sum 
ming up in an hour a case the testimony upon which it has taken months 
to put in. Iam only able to touch the most prominent points, leaving 
the great bulk of the testimony undiscussed and unreferred to 

One thing more I desire tosay. Fifteen per cent. of these claims was 
exacted by the early Secretaries. Fifteen per cent. has been paid ot 
these awards, and a balance of $221,000 is in the Treasury exacted from 
Venezuela and remaining to be divided. 

Mr. SPRINGER. In the custody of the Secretary of State 

Mr. RICE, of Massachusetts. Yes, in the custody of the Secretary 
of State. It has never been covered into the Treasury. 

Now, Mr. Speaker, when these matters come before Congress whom 
do we find here at once taking charge of the matters and seeking, in 
the first place, that the United States Government should assume thx 
payment of these certificates and then collect the amount from Vene 
mela. Who? Talmage, Murray, Stillwell, all here, confréres in Vene- 
zuela, transferring the scene of their operations from Caracas to Wash 
ington, seeking to induce the Congress of the United States to assume 
the payment of $1,250,000 of awards which had been made in the man 
ner [ have stated against the sister Republic of Venezuela. They were 
brought to bay by old Seth Driggs, who, when he came to think the mat 
ter over, thought he had paid rather too much for his award, and con 
cluded he would tell the whole thing. He presented a statement of 
facts in a memorial to Congress, which led to the investigation conducted 
by the committee of which my friend from Illinois [Mr. SPRINGER] was 
a member. 

I say these men eppeared here to lobby their claims through Congress 
and when they testified in behalf of these awards Talmage was asked, 
**Do you own any of these certificates of awards?’’ I only give sub 
stantially the interrogatories and answers, as I can not take time to 
read them. He answered, ‘‘ Yes; I do.”’ *‘How many?” ‘‘I think 
I own six or seven thousand dollars.’’ ‘‘ Where did you get them ?”’ 
‘*T do not know.’’ Finally, however, he thought he bought them of 
Murray. He was asked, ‘* Do you mean six or seven thousand dollars 
in value or in amount?’’ He said, ‘‘Inamount.’’ A little later Mur 
ray was put on the stand and he testified that he had sold Talmage at 
one time $30,000; at another, $25,000; at another, $14,000—making in 
all $69,000. 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman's time has expired. 

Mr. WHITE. Mr. Speaker, I move that the gentleman be allowed 
by unanimous consent to proceed until he concludes his remarks 

Several MEMBERS. Go on. 

The SPEAKER. Without objection the gentleman will proceed 

There was no objection. 

Mr. RICE, of Massachusetts. Mr. Speaker, I regret to trespass upon 
the patience of the House, but this is a matter, as I said at the outset, 
of some importance, and there are a few points yet remaining which | 
desire to discuss before I leave this subject. I will therefore trespass 
upon the forbearance of the House for a little while longer. [said that 
Talmage declared that he had about six or seven thousand dollars’ worth 
of these certificates of award and no more; while Murray said that he 
himself had sold to Talmage some $69,000 worth. That is contained 
in the report which was read this morning. Beyond this Talmage was 
asked, ‘‘ Why are you here interesting yourself in these matters, having, 
as it appears, no personal interest in them yourself?’’ And he replied, 
‘Tam here as an attorney; [am paid to be here.’” Who paid you 
who hires you? These are the questions and answers 

Who paid you the money? 

I was paid by different parties 

Name some of them’ 

I was paid by Ben. L. Swann 

Where does he live” 

In New York city; I was paid by him and other associates in the claim of 
Jacob Idler. 

How much did he pay you” 

I think altogether about ten or twelve thousand dollars 

Benjamin L. Swann paid Talmage ten or twelve thousand dollars to 
represent his interests betore the Congress of the United States, he hold 
ing a large amount of these certificates of award 
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Mr. SPRINGER. 
award. 

Mr. RICE, of Massachusetts. Now, Mr. Speaker, what said Benja- 
min L. Swann when these questions and answers were read to him ? 


What reply have you to make to hisstatement that you paid him that money ? 

I never paid him a centof any kind forany purpose or in any manner, form, or 
shape; notacent, Was that Mr. Talmage’stestimony? Thereisnotruth inthe 
statement that | paid him anything. It is true it might have come from Bogart 
and Kneeland 

They were partners of Swann 
but it is impossible, for they had no money to pay it. 

Do you know of any of your associates paying him money for such services? 

Ido not 

If Bogart and Kneeland had paid anything it would have been on that account, 
and you would have been called upon for your share of the assessment to meet 
that expense? 

I presume so 

Your associates have not consulted with you about paying him anything? 

No, sir 

And you did not assent to any such payment? 

No, sir; of course not. IT never was consulted about it at all 

Who, then, did pay you” 


And Talmage being the judge who made the 


‘Talmage was asked as a final corner question with reference to his 
employment here. And who, Mr. Speaker, of all the world, was the 
one, according to his own testimony, by whom this money was paid to 
Talmage to appear in Washington’ William H. Whiton, his a/ter ego, 
for whom he took out the claims to Caracas and for whom he brought 
back the certificates of award. 

Now, Mr. Speaker, | do not know David M. Talmage. 1 never saw 
him to my knowledge; but I say that I find him in the first place in 
suspicious relations with a man in New York to whom very large 
awards were made by himself; I find him insisting upon a single man 
as umpire, Which man was himself a large claimant, who was the owner 
of a large claim and afterward presented before the commission; I find 
him, as I believe, abandoning that candidate to secure the appointment 
of his own confidential friend attorney; I find him denying the owner- 
ship of the certificates of award. 

I find him when the certificates are traced into his possession unable 
to explain where he got them. I find him affirming that he was em- 
ployed to represent the Venezuelan claimants before a committee of 
Congress, when these claimants denied that they had ever employed him. 
I find him recommending claimant after claimant to the man Whiton, 
whose attorney he was, and with whom it is charged, with probable 
truth, he divided at last the award which he himself made. I tind him 
thus covered all over, as it seems to me, with badges of suspicion and 
fraud, and | am unwilling for one to allow him to represent the honor 
of my country in an international commission established for the peace- 
ful settlement of claims between our citizens and the Government of 
Venezuela. 1 ask therefore, Mr. Speaker, that this matter may receive 
such consideration at the hands of this House as shall put it to rest for 
ever, Venezuela is ready to pay what she owes. She is not ready to 
be bound by a commission the fraudulent character of which she claims 
has been established not only to her own satisfaction, but also to that 
of investigating committees of successive Congresses of the United States. 

We can not afford to stand before the nations of the earth as enfore- 
ing claims rendered in such a manner as these appear to have been. In 
behalf, therefore, of the honor of our country, and as a matter of good 
faith to a weakand struggling sister republic, I ask the members of this 
House to give proper attention to this subject and to adopt this resolu- 
tion recommending to the President that a commission, which has not 
yet been had according to the treaty, may be established, to sit not in 
Caracas but here in Washington, to consider the old testimony and the 
new and to pass upon these claims, so that citizens of the United States 
shall have no occasion to hang their heads in shame when they walk 
the streets of Caracas, the capital of Venezuela. [Applause. ] 

Mr. BLOUNT. The resolution pending before the House at this time 
from the Committee on Foreign Affairs I believe received the support 
of every member of that committee, except one, possibly, the gentleman 
from West Virginia [Mr. WiLson.] Iam not sure as tothat. That 
report proposes that an award made by virtue of a treaty between the 
United States and Venezuela to adjudicate certain claims, which claims 
were adjudicated, shall be set aside on the ground of fraud in the con- 
duct of the commissioners and parties connected therewith. 

This is not a new question. In the Forty-first Congress the award 
was sustained; the evidence which has been developed since was then 
unknown to the country. In the Forty-second Congress it was re-ex- 
amined and disapproved. In the Forty-fourth Congress it was exam- 
ined very fully and a great deal of testimony taken—to be found in the 
volume I have in my hand—under the especial and efficient conduct of 
the gentleman from Illinois |Mr. SPRINGER]. The subject was again 
examined and reported on by the Forty-fifth Congress and was again 
reported on by the Forty-sixth Congress. In all cases save one the re- 
port sustained the idea that the commission were guilty of frauds in 
the making up of the award, of a character so outrageous as to affect 
the honor of this Government and to require it to yield to the request 
on the part of Venezuela that the award should be set aside and a new 
commission created and a fair examination had under it. 

These reports have not always been acted on by the House. Gentle- 
men can well understand how reports from various committees come in 





and are never reached, reports of very great importance, and this very 
instance is an illustration. 

A practice, Mr. Speaker, seems to have sprung up on the part of a 
certain class of our citizens who display enterprise in gathering up old 
and fraudulent claims against various governments in South America, 
and then come here to the State Department at one time and to com- 
mittees of Congress at others and by ex parte statements obtain the sanc- 
tion of the one or the other branch ofthe Government. Great scandals 
are likely to arise from such a practice, and we should watch them 
with care. 

During this very Congress one of the most monstrous jobs that we 
have ever known, the Shipherd claim, was presented to the country 
through the Committee on Foreign Affairs, and it appeared that some of 
the most eminent citizens of this country were either disposed to enter 
into the criminal purpose, or were duped by him. One of the claims 
connected with that investigation was known as the Landreau claim. 
Acting without proper care a committee of this House unanimously re- 
ported that the Government of the United States should use its good 
offices for the collection of that claim. I apprehend that no gentleman 
now, in view of our troubles in South America and the discussions which 
have taken place, would be silent if any committee should seek to bring 
that or any similar claim forward. It is well, therefore, for us to exam- 
ine with care-—with suspicion, if you please—any effort on the part of 
citizens of this country to make and enforce claims against the feeble 
governments in South America. 

In the instance presented by the present resolution there was a sched- 
ule of claims amounting to $308,000 made out by Hon. E. D. Culver, 
minister of the United States to Venezuela. 

This was the basis of the commission. This was the occasion of the 
treaty and the especial matter to which the attention of the commission 
was called. 

Subsequently, after the ratification of the treaty, there came a series 
of details in connection >with this matter which it is important for this 
House to carefully understand in order that they may see as I think 
that this is not an exceptional case to the general conduct in reference to 
claims in this country against South American governments. We had 
nominated about the time of the submission of these claims a minister 
to Venezuela, a Mr. Stillwell, who had a secretary of legation at Cara- 
cas, & Mr. Murray. Mr. Murray, ina communication in this testimony, 
writes to the minister at this city, about the time he was to be appointed, 
a letter asking that he shall be connected with the legation in some 
way, and insisting that it would be a right thing for the American minis- 
ter to be made the United States commissioner; that the commissioner 
was the man that would make the money. This secretary of legation, 
mark you, was the brother-in-law of the American minister. 

A Mr. Talmage was appointed as one of the American commissioners. 
Under the treaty the American commissioner and the Venezuelan com 
missioner where they did not agree were authorized to select a third 
man to settle the differences between them—an umpire. We find the 
American commissioner selecting one single man and insisting always 
that he and nobody else should be the umpire, and we find that this 
very man had a corrupt claim. While he was doing this the Venezue- 
lan minister was urging the representative of this and that court—eight 
or ten; but on the part of the American commissioner nobody was to be 
allowed except a man bythe nameof Rolandus. Unless he was selected 
there could be no agreement between the commissioners. 

The treaty provided that the Russian minister or Swiss minister should 
name the umpire where the two commissioners could not agree. When 
they reached this point the American commissioner left Caracas, and, 
having first employed a young man by the name of Machado as his see- 
retary and agent, came to Washington, and presented the matter of the 
submission of the appointment of the umpire to the State Department. 
There was no minister from Switzerland here and the duty of selecting 
the umpire devolved upon the Russian minister. He selected an old 
man at Caraccas by the name of Machado; the papers disclose that 
fact. The American commissioner returned and substituted as the um- 
pire his private secretary and his agent. 

Mr. SPARKS. Being of the same name. 

Mr. BLOUNT. Being of the same name, and a young man, the son 
of the elder Machado. 

Mr. SPRINGER. The gentleman is incorrect; not the son. 

Mr. BLOUNT. The gentleman from Illinois [Mr. SPRINGER], who 
is quite familiar with the subject, states that Iam incorrect in saying 
that the two were father and son; but they were different persons, and 
that answers my purpose. 

The Russian minister was afterward called on at the State Depart 
ment, at the instance of the American commissioner, to substitute the 
name of the younger Machado as umpire, on the allegation that the old 
man was ineflicient. The commission was thus made up. 

After the commission was organized there was a meeting and i! 
adopted rules of procedure. One of the rules was that the claims shou! 
be taken up in the order in which they came from the office of the 
American minister at Caracas; he was to list the claims. Bear in min« 


that Murray was the secretary of legation and he had the listing 0! 


these claims. 


Murray represented a number of claims at the instance of a party he 
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knew personally in New York, who had no knowledge of the language 
and of the people of that country. It was agreed that Murray and the 
New York party should have one-half, or 50 per cent. of the amount of 
the claims collected. Murray and this New York man were in part- 
nership. Murray was to list the claims and he and the New York man 
were to divide the amount they received—50 per cent. of the claims col- 
lected. é Y 
It turned out that during the time arrangements were being made in 
New York to gather up these claims, Whiton, the New York man, re- 
fused various claims, among them claims which had been reported by 
the previous American minister. 
be employed to collect the claims that he had peculiar advantages. The 
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He stated as a reason why he should | 
| hesitate? 


result shows that he had an understanding with Murray that Murray | 


should list the claims under the rule adopted by the commission. 


There were over $700,000 of Gaims allowed which had never been | 


thought of or heard of before by the American minister at Venezuela. 
Nearly every dollar of the claims represented by Murray and by Whiton, 
of New York, were allowed, and in almost every instance where parties 
had refused to agree to the terms of Whiton the claims were disallowed. 

Mr. SPRINGER. In every instance. 

Mr. BLOUNT. The gentleman from Illinois [ Mr. SPRINGER] informs 
me that they were disallowed in every instance. The treaty required 
that the commission should be kept open for twelve months from the 
date of the organization of the commission. Before the twelve months 
had expired they adjourned and brought the investigation to a close. 
All these claims of Whiton and Murray were in and allowed, and the 
claims of other parties who had refused to make a contract with them 
were not entertained by the commission. 

August 30, 1867, the commission organized and August 5, 1868, the 
commission adjourned. That is to say, they held that the commission 
was organized August 30, 1867, although the umpire was not appointed 
until April T8, 1868. Under a fair construction the commission sat only 
from April 18, 1868, to August 5, 1868. 

The commission having concluded their labors, the American com- 
missioner and Murray hastened home. Under the regulations of the 
commission they had made a divisionof theseclaims. While thetreaty 


required that the certificates should be made out to the claimants for | 


the amount of their claims, the commissioner made a regulation con- 
trary to that and divided them up into small sums. 

It appears in evidence that the commissioner had a power of attorney 
to collect these claims and charged a commission for their collection. 
They were divided into small sums, it is supposed for the purpose of 
convenience in making the division between the commissioner, the 
attorneys, and the claimants. 

These parties came back to America, as I have stated, the commis- 
sioner with large sums of these certificates, Murray with large sums of 
these certificates, and Whiton, of New York, with his share. 

The Venezuelan Government protested against the payment of the 
claims, giving various reasons which appear in the report. I will not 
take time to read them, they are voluminous, and the gentleman from 
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brought about in the way suggested, it is entitled to any of the respect 
which would belong to an award arrived at by proper methods. 

I have therefore felt it my duty to unite with the gentleman from 
Massachusetts [ Mr. Rice] in asking, in view of these facts, that the sub 
ject shall be re-examined—re-examined by a commission iree from sus 
picion, free from the allegation of fraud and fraudulent action, which , 
appears all through the pages of this testimony. This examination 
would wrong noone. Every one of these claims may be and should be 
re-examined. The Government of Venezuela is asking for a re-exam 
ination, and giving in detail the merit of the various causes. 
mittee have disclosed the improper conduct of these agents 


Your com 
Can we 


No man can read the testimony in this case without being astounded 
that such conduct should have been perpetrated. Sir, I have found in 
my little experience that in nearly all these cases where parties are clam 
oring for the payment of claims against these South American govern 
ments, these claims, when you come to analyze them, are found to be 
fraudulent, and the parties are simply attempting to impose on the State 
Department or on Congress. I have simply said this much at the pres 
ent time with the view of giving an outline only to this side of the House 
of the character of this resolution, and the purpose it has in view. As 
some issue may be taken with the Committee on Foreign Affairs upon 
this report, I desire to reserve the residue of my time to reply to any 
thing which may be said in opposition to it 

Mr. WILLIAMS, of Wisconsin. Mr. Speaker, it this bill were 
brought to a vote now I am sure it would pass by a handsome majority 
Whether we may endanger it by further discussion remains to be seen 

lam aware, sir, that strong language is not argument, that denunei 
ation is not always fact; but it seems to me that if ever a case was before 
Congress which should be characterized in unstinted terms that case is 
this one. Sir, if it were to be supposed that this Government and its 
Congress would not speedily do what ought to be done in the interests 
of justice, then I have no hesitation in saying that this pause of fifteen 
years over such a mass of damning factsas those contained in this report 
which have been so analytically and exhaustively detailed by the chair 
man of the sub-committee having the subject in charge, the gentleman 
from Massachusetts [Mr. Rice], the Government and the Congress it 
self would become almost particeps eriminis in one of the foulest 
in the history of this country. 

I venture to say that if proceedings like thes 


Wrongs 


are not to be corrected 


and that speedily and effectually, this Government might as well start 


| its corsairs on the sea, and organize its bandits on the land; I measure 
my words when I say that in the corruptest of Rome's procon 

| sulates no fouler thing was done than this, vet fifleen years ha 

| brought no correction as vet 

| Itis said that fraud vitiates everything; that the taint of fraud 

|} aside judgments and solemn records. Why, sir, this case is not only 

| tainted, it is saturated with fraud. From its inception tothe end ther 

} is no clean ground anywhere to place your foot upor It is muck and 


Massachusetts [Mr. Rice] has pretty thoroughly discussed that ques- | 


tion already. ‘These persons came back to America laden with these 


certificates, and a protest was made at the State Department by the | 


Venezuelan minister against the payment. 

These parties then appeared at the State Department as lobbyists for 
the purpose of enforcing these very claims. Now, with such surround- 
ings as these, is it true that this award should stand? The Committee 


mire, all: it is scoundrelism e\ 


veryWhere: it reek with corruption and 
dishonesty. And all perpetrated by the accredited representat 


ives oO 
| this Government, which prates so much of justice to the citiz mand fait 
dealing with weak and friendly nations. I hope that in the action ot! 
this House to-day we shall take one step at least to discountenance 
what seems to be becoming too prevalent, and that is a disregard of 


on Foreign Affairs, not only of previous Congresses but in this Congress, | 


have heard the counsel of these claimants. They do not explain these 


improprieties on the part of the commissioner, on the part of the Ameri- | 
can minister, on the part of the secretary of legation, but they have been | 


before our committee with counselarguing that they have vested rights; 


that the subject had been submitted by virtue of a treaty to a commis- | 
sion, the award had been made and they had rights that were vested, | 
and it was a usurpation on the part of Congress to attempt to interfere | 


with those rights. 

This testimony discloses all along through it suggestions on the part 
of every person connected with these claims of a conspiracy to defraud 
the Venezuelan Government. I do not think that any gentleman who 
will examine this matter can escape the feeling that there was gross 
fraud eommitted. 
gress has uniformly so found. Yet these parties are here to-day using 
all the influences they can outside in the various branches of the Gov- 
ernment, making arguments on the ground of vested rights. 


Sir, the people of this country have some rights. The Government 


of the United States has a position to maintain among the nations of | 


the earth; her dignity and her honor to be upheld. 

_ Itis right and proper that the Government shall use its good offices 
in all honorable ways to bring about a settlement, and a just settle- 
ment, of the claims of its citizens against foreign governments; that is 
customary. But it is likewise the right and the duty of the Govern- 
ment, in all proceedings connected with the reclamation of these claims, 
to see to it that the Government, through any of its agents, shall do no 
act that shall affect the honor of the American name. No one will un- 
dertake to say that if this transaction was fraudulent, if this award was 
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Committee after committee of Congress after Con- | 


honor and justice between nations, especial if the } backed Dy 
| 


thee TG 
shotted guns with which to enforce just demands 
The letter of the Secretary of State embodies in a compact form t 
salient points involved im this case. He sa 
| dent: 


It will be ebserved that the objections rest upon the allegation that there w 
corrupt bargain between the commissioner on the part 
| umpire, and the agent of the claimants 

This charge has been often made, and often passed upon by committees o 
House of Repre sentatives 

In 1876 the majority of the Committee on Foreign Affairs reported that ¢ 
vestigation “in the opinion of your committee hi 


, ae 
sin his letter to the I’: 


of the United State 


' 
4demonstrated the truth and 


reasonableness of the allegationsof Venezuela Oneotthe minority of the cor 
mittee, in a separate report, saidthat he concurred in the conclusion reached by 
the committee in regard to the fraudulent character of the claims decided by the 


umpire, and in the disapproval of the conduct of the United States commissioner 
Two other members of the minority declined to express an opinion upon the 
| “findings, deductions, and propositions contained in the report 


| If wehad any representatives in Venezuela they were the United 
States minister and the United States commissioner; vet it was demon 
strated in 1876 that they were guilty of a corrupt bargain with the um 
pire, the final judge. Still Venezuela knocks at 
can Congress and is turned away unheard 

| The Secretary says further : 


the door of the Ameri 


In 1878 the same committee, in another Congress, reported to the House that 
there was “evidence tending to show that there was incompetency on the part 
of the commission, that some of the claims allowed were questionable in char 
acter, and that the proceedings were tainted with fraud and corruption.’ The 
minority reported that in their opinion “‘the charges of fraud have not been 
sustained.” In 1881 the same committee, in still another Congress, reported to 
the House that the testimony conduces to prove that there was a corrupt under 
standing between parties by which one of them was to charge for bis services in 
presenting the claims one-half of the amount allowed by the commission, and 
that the amount so charged should be divided, and the committee reported a bill 

| referring the whole subject of the awards to the Court of Claims 
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After so many and so decided authoritative expressions of opinion from rep- 
resentatives of one part of the legislative branch of the Government, it seems 
impossible for the Executive, in its relations with a foreign power, to say that 
there is nothing in these transactions which ought to be inquired into, On the 
contrary, the honor of the country requires that everything of which Venezuela 
may rightfully complain should be investigated. 

I say to the House that it has been investigated most thoroughly and 
exhaustively by this sub-committee, and they bring you here to-day 
the result of their labors. 

On the other hand, duty to our own citizens whose rights of property are ques- 
tioned demands that the inquiry should be limited to the points which Vene- 
zuela has a just right to assail, 

Against the awards to which no exception has been taken, seventeen in num- 
ber, Venezuela can not, at this late day, rightfully interpose a complaint. They 
should stand as valid, and the holders of certificates which represent them will 
be paid from time to time their proportionate sums of amounts paid or that may 
be paid by Venezuela, except so far as courts of competent authority in the 
United States, having proper jurisdiction between the parties, may adjudicate 
otherwise upon their rights, or unless Congress shall direct to the contrary. 


Now comes the gravamen of this whole matter: 


An examination of the charges formulated by Venezuela against the remain- 
ing seven awards shows that they are objected to for various reasons; as, for in- 
atumee, that the party agreed that his claim was not to be the subject of an inter- 
national reclamation; thatthe contracts were not made by the lawful government 
of Venezuela; that there was no just foundation for the claim; that the claims 
were grossly exaggerated; that the claimant had not exhausted all his remedies 
in the local courts, &c. As all such defenses were open to Venezuelainthecom- 
mission, the time for advancing them has now past. But theallegation thatthe 
commissioner or the umpire was induced to make these awards by corrupt com- 
bination with the claimants or their agents is quite a different matter, The 
honor of Ghe United States calls for an investigation of this charge, and the claim- 
ants have no rights in the finality of an award which stands in the way of such 
ane inquiry 

What is the evidence of that fraudulent and corrupt combination ? 
The gentleman from Massac husetts [Mr. R1cE] has abundantly told you 
from the record this morning what that evidenceis. The first step taken 
in these proceedings was the appointment as American commissioner 
of Mr. Talmage. No sooner had he received his credentials than the 
tirst thing he did was to employin thecityof New York anagent of his 
own to collect these claims, asking 50cents on the dollar of theamounts 
which should be awarded. The American minister, Mr. Culver, an 
honoralle man, representing thisGovernment at Venezuela, collected all 
the claims which could be gathered and returned tothe Government; they 
amounted to some $276,000, But under the industry of this commis- 
sioner and his interested agent with others, with thesubsequent Ameri- 
can minister and Mr. Murray, his brother-in-law, and acorrupt umpire, 
theamount rises trom $276,000 to some $4,000,000 presented to this com- 
mission, and an award by this corrupt tribunal of $1,225,000, when an 
honest minister afew years before returned the whole amount, as I have 
said, less than $300,000. The Venezuelan commissioner acquiesced in 
awarding $408,000, and the President, through the Secretary of State, 
tells you that those awards will be paid unless Congress acts. Butnot 
satisiied with that, those cormorants, acting under the authority and rep- 
resentingthe honorof this nation, claima bonus of some $700,000 more. 


What was the conduct of this Commissioner Talmage, this faithful | 


representative of American honor, when he reached Venezuela? He 
asked that Mr. 'T. O. G. Rolandus, the consul of the Netherlands, should 


be accepted as umpire. Why he? Venezuela objected, saying ‘‘ No; 
take one of the representatives of England.’’ Talmagesaid *‘no.”’ *‘ Take 
the representative of France.’’ Talmagesaid ‘‘no.’’ ** Take the rep- 
resentative of Germany or Russia or any other honorable government.’ 
‘No ‘Take any one of eleven prominent citizens of character and 


responsibility in Caracas.’ ‘No. **Whothen?” ‘*T.O.G. Rolan- 
dus.”’ And that was the spirit of equity and justice which the United 
States displayed in the inception of these honorable proceedings. 

Why T. O. G. Rolandus, and nobody else? It turns out that Ro- 
landus held a claim of $483,000 which he had transferred to Murray, 
the brother-in-law of the American minister. That is the reason, and 
that is the way the United States was represented in Venezuela. 
When Rolandus was not accepted, when Blanco resigned, when Condé 
resigned, when a third commissioner had to be appointed on the part 
of Venezuela, then it was finally agreed that the representative of Rus- 
sia, Baron de Stoegkl, should name him, and he named Sefior Machado. 


And the gentleman trom Massachusetts has explained to you how beau- 


tifully things were manipulated so that the son of Machado was substi- 
tuted inhis place, as advised by Talmage. Why advised by Talmage? 
Why did he want this impartial umpire the final judge of these claims? 
Beeause this model commissioner, this honest man, had a few days be- 
fore nude the other Machado his private attorney. Murray, the disin- 
terested brother-in-law of the American minister, received one bill of 
$50,000, of which he was to have one-half for its allowance before this 
pure and impartial tribunal representing American justice and purity 
in the South American republics. Why, sir, the $50,000 swelled in 
his hands to $614,000, and was allowed by this immaculate tribunal at 
$250,000, The original claim of $50,000 reached an allowance of 
$250,000, and yet such things in the American archives and records of 
Congress have slumbered without final action for sixteen years. 

The commissionerssat from April 18, 1868, to August 5 and awarded— 
what? Three hundred thousand dollars, that Minister Culver had re- 
ported was the maximum amount of the claims? No. Four hundrel 
and eight thousand dollars, as Venezuela was willing to admit? No. 


—$————— 
} 


What then? Why, $1,253,000 this pure and just commission of ours 
awarded. Thenwhat? Why, Murray, the brother-in-law ofthe Amer- 
ican minister, brought away of that amount certificates representing 
$851,000. Whiton, the agent of the American commission (Talmage 
in New York that declined Woodruff’s proposition—and I happen to 
know this gentleman Woodruff, who is an old townsman of mine—and 
because he as an honest man would not submit to this robbery and pa) 
| one-half of the amount involved in his claim to get it allowed, it was 


rejected by this American mixed tribunal; and his claim was pigeon- 
holed ** without prejudice.’’ This same man Whiton who would take 
the claim for 50 per cent. brought away certificates amounting to 
$352,000; and the total amount that these parties got control of was 
$1,253,000, leaving to all other claimants the modest sum of $50,000. 

Now we come to the American Congress, to the House of Representa- 
tives, and ask you to-day, ‘* Shall such villainy as this succeed or shall 
it be branded with the damnable infamy which any man engaged in it 
should bear with him to his grave’’’ It is not a question of dollars 
and cents with individuals. If this Government is to be preserved in 
its purity and strength, if it is to carry among the nations of the earth 
a banner of honor, which its power will enable it to do, then we should 
see to it that such transactions as this do not longer stain our escutcheon. 

But, Mr. Speaker, go further; these gentlemen returned together. 
The gentleman from Massachusetts [Mr. Rice] has abundantly ex- 
plained that after the commission was organized, with an interested um- 
pire, with a corrupt commissioner, with a majority of the tribunal al- 
ready pledged to these fraudulent claims, the first rule established by 
that tribunal was that the claims should be taken up in the order in 
which they should be numbered by the American minister at Caracas, 
and they were so numbered and presented. Itso happened that each 
one of these fraudulent and corrupt claims, in which the agents and 
the tribunal were to have afifty-per-cent. share, were the very first ones 
adjudicated and allowed; and it so turned out that the honest claim- 
ants who would not submit to this swindle were turned out of court 
without a hearing. And after that, after the tribunal had closed its 
doors, Talmage and the American minister, with Murray, and I think 
Whiton, took the same ship to Washington, bringing this $800,000 ot 
certificates of award from the tribunal. I say, Mr. Speaker, that this 
was suspicious enough. 

But what was the next step? Uncertain of their ground, knowing 
that fraud honeycombed all their proceedings, the next move was to 
come to Congress and ask for the passage of a law by which the United 
| States should bind itself to redeem these certificates, and with that th« 
‘fraud would be clinched and complete. But,as the gentleman from 

Massachusetts has stated, at that point the foul and dastardly proceed- 
| ing was staid, and gradually it grew into the mind of the greate: 
| branch of the Government and Congress what the thing consisted of, and 
| the action for relief has grown stronger and stronger at each successive 
| Congress and with each committee of Congress, until it comes here to- 
| day substantially indorsed by three committees of Congress branding 

these processes with fraud, and we say that the only adequate relief is 
| to commence the proceedings de novo. What Venezuela admits we can 
| safely stand by; but a court or tribunal bribed in its inception, corrupt 
| in its every action, impure in all of its movements and findings, should 
| not be relied upon by any nation fog any public action whatever. W: 
| say, then, that justice to ourselvesand our national honor, to honest claim- 
| ants and to Venezuela, demands that in this Congress the whole pro- 

ceeding be set asideand anew commission organized and what the honest 
| claimants are entitled to should be speedily collected and paid overand 
all fraudulent claims be rejected and thrown aside. 

I now yield to the gentleman from New York [Mr. Cox]. 

Mr. MILLS. Before the gentleman takes his seat I would like to 
ask him a question. There seems no appropriation made in this bill to 
bear the expense of that commission. I would like to ask how it is to 
be provided for? 

Mr. WILLIAMS, of Wisconsin. I will refer the gentleman to my 
friend from Massachusetts who has charge of the measure. 

Mr. RICE, of Massachusetts. I think that there was no provision 
made in the original resolution. But the treaty provides that a com- 
mission shall be appointed consisting of one from each government, and 
I presume of course whenever that is done they will be entitled to he 
paid for their services. 

Mr. WILLIAMS, of Wisconsin. An appropriation must be made fo: 
that purpose. 

Mr. MILLS. In case Venezuela agrees toreopening the question then 
| the money will be appropriated. 
| Mr. WILLIAMS, of Wisconsin. Why, Venezuela is begging that the 
question be opened. There will have to be a new commission, and «n 
appropriation of course will follow. 

I yield the remainder of my time to the gentleman from New York. 





DELEGATE FROM UTAH. 


Mr. PETTIBONE. Mr. Speaker, I rise to make a privileged motion. 
I am authorized by the Committee on Elections to report to the House, 
in the matter of the application of Mr. John T. Caine to baadmitted to 
a seat for the unexpired term of the present Con as a Delegate from 
the Territory of Utah, that the committee, having had the same undei 
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: consideration, have unanimously adopted the resolution with which their | is the mode so much commended by gentlemen in these latter millenial 
report concludes, and which resolution I ask the Clerk to read. | days. 


The SPEAKER. The resolution will be read. Well, sir, we made a treaty and constituted a “ommission by the treaty 
The Clerk read as follows: of April 26, 1865. That treaty is in the majority report. It is in the 
Resolved, That John T. Caine was duly elected as a Delegate to Congress from | usual form of such treaties. Under it the commission was organized 
the Territory of Utah for the unexpired term of the Forty-seventh Congress, and | jy August, 1867 
is entitled to the seat as such Delegate. = 
The SPEAKER. The question is upon agreeing to the resolution. 
The resolution was agreed to. 
Mr. PETTIBONE. If there is no objection I now ask consent that | 
Mr. Caine be sworn in. 
There was no objection. 


The claims leaped up trom $360,000 to $4,823,273.31 
Under this organization there was allowed $1,253,310.30. This growth 
of claims was marvelous, but not more so, as the sequel shows, than 
their allowance by the commission and its umpire. 

If it be said, sir, that there should be an end of controversy when the 
awards are given and when the umpire coincides, it is well to answet 





: . ; that in limine As will be seen by Exhibit C, in this report, it is pro 

Mr. CAINE, then appearing before the bar of the House, was duly | vided: 
qualified, taking the oath prescribed by section 1756 of the Revised | ppg decisions of this commission and those (in ease there mav be anv) of the 
Statutes. |} umpire shall be tinal and conclusive as to all pending claims at the date of their 


VENEZUELAN MIXED COMMISSION. installation. 

Mr. COX, of New York. Mr. Speaker, I would not undertake to say | _ Then it is also provided that certificates shall be issued to these dit 
anything on this bill but for the fact that my relations with the For- ferent successful parties. These certificates are signed in pursuance ot 
eign Affairs Committee in other Congresses have brought me somewhat the treaty, which Is a part ot the law of nations governiny our action 
in connection with this case. I always felt, sir, as if there was some | Then the first question which arises, and to which [ call the special at 
cleud over our country by reason of the perfidy, the corruption, the | tention of members, is not somuch what the merits or demerits of these 
conspiracy and fraud growing out of this Venezuelan imbroglio. We | Cases May be, or what may be the conspiracy, fraud, or corruption ot 
were not, because of it, Mr. Speaker, in as good condition as we might | MUDISter, commissioner, umpire, lawyer, or any one else engaged in 
have been to call other nations to account who conspired to defraud us | Schemes. The main point is: what is the relation which these certifi 
in arbitration. I refer especially to the fishery award. Without men- | cated awards bear to the law of nations so as to bind our country and 
tioning any names, it is now well ascertained by the unchallenged evi- | to our Congressional action now that we are called upon to act 


dence of men of character—gentlemen, too, of alien nationality—that | __We know that Congress has no diplomatic function; none whatever 
the $5,500,000 paid so prematurely by an appropriation of Congress for W e are not the Executive. We have nothing whatever to do with mak 
that fishery award was imprudently and wrongfully paid. It remains | 12S treaties or awards or in setting aside the results of amicable co 
as a lasting reproach on the British name. It is a scandal on comity | Missions. These awards, if we strictly construe our duty, are wiv 
and a coarse forgery of national records. | thesupervision and control of the Executive alone. What then Wh 


f Had the same rules of natural justice been applied to that award by | Simply this: That these certificates of award are claimed by their hold: 
‘3 our magnanimous mother country which is now to be applied to this, | tO be like, if not superior to, any other record. They ean not be que 
Great Britain would have returned to us the millions obtained through | tigned. They impart absolute verity. They are truly sacred: niore 
the deceit and devices of her officials. ~ | Sir, than a promissory note or a bill of exchange; more so than: 
Hitherto this House has refused to investigate the fraud connected | bill; more than a judgment ina municipal or even a national tribunal 
with the fishery question. It was brought to our attention by the late They are the decrees of the highest tribunal. They emanate trom ; 
member from Michigan (Mr. Newberry). It remains and will forever | tribunal only next to the tribunal of God; for is it not a tribunal se 
remain an unredressed wrong to us and a stigmaon England. The lected by sovereign powers to adjudicate between nation 





Cilit 


amount was fixed on an appropriation bill in this House about 3o’clock | If it be said that the awards made by such a tribunal are paramo 
in the morning, just before we adjourned sine die. Two members in | 2nd of such absolute verity that they can not be set aside, and 
‘ this House, one now the governor of Massachusetts and the other my- | the holders or bearers of the certificates can go into the open market 
self, were arrested alternately by the Sergeant-at-Arms because we | and dispose of them, and that innocent purchasers shall have ama 
ie uttered a not very orderly protest against the outrage. We protested | Course upon our Government forthe amount of the certiticat: 
a and protested against the payment of that five and a half millions, not | the answer? What, sir, is the only answer? 
c. merely because it was tendered leng before it was due, but becausethere | If Congress has not power over the subject the President has. In h 
3 was a doubt hanging over it that demanded investigation and solution. | Message he has invoked the power of Congress as an advisory power to 
4 This experience leads me, sir, to be wary and chary of awards made assist him in'his emergency. In these cases Congress for the last ti 






under foreign auspices, even when made seemingly in our interest. or six years has responded to the Executive invocation. It has right 
Let us, however, Mr. Speaker, carry out the highest morality of the | fully responded. As the custodian of the war power, as the dispenser 

4 law of nations. In justice to others let us forget and disregard the by appropriation of the Treasury funds, as the giver of the money to 

; schemes and devices by which we have been robbed. Let us do jus- | Carry on these commissions, Congress has some right, even if shadowy, 

tice toward other nations in order that we may demand justice from | to advise with the Executive. 

other nations. But the great right of Congress in these matters isthe moral ¢ mphasi 
International law, if it means anything except the power of the strong, with which we aid the President in doing—what? Tearing up, whei 

isarule of right. It is moral obligation resulting from reason. Civ- tainted, awards and theircertifications? Yes; if tainted hy fraud, ye 


ilized peoples define it as consisting of those rules of conduct which | Here is the point of this whole controversy. Gentlemen who arg 
i reason deduces as consonant to justice from the nature of the society | other questions or lay stress on other points miss the mark if they 
existing among independent nations. (Wheaton, page 26.) The best | to see, as this committee has so well said in its report, tha 
writers call it the law of natural justice and equity. There is no sanc- | The alleged commission was a conspiracy ; its proceedings were tainted 
0 b: tion for it in the ‘‘legislative or judicial authority which regulates | fraud. That fraud affects its entire proceedings. It was diseased throughout 
0 q the reciprocal relations of States.” It has no amphictyonic magistry, | “04 there 8 no method known to the committee by which to separate the tran 
o : no federation of mankind, to interpret or apply it. Its sanction is | tegrity. Faleus in uno, falses inomnis ne Sones 
d found in the text of the best writers, showing what is the approved | | It is principle not only of the common law but of universal jurisprud 
y 2 usage of nations or their general opinion. It is found in the con- row heey Pepe ly oF eee ee eee Shs apd pc en ee 
q science of mankind, in the natural equity which comes to us from the | impart absolute verity whenever they are brousht im question, but if « ed 
m iy highest sources. It is found as well in treaty obligations as in the ad- | by fraud they are set aside 
. P a pana in the courts of admiralty and international arbitrament | ;, 2 Wtice to, Venezuela demands that these proceedings should be set aside speed 
K 3 anc commissions. in whose creation Ve eae has no ita ease to w “sghactic ur ‘acl tion pie . feopat 
bed : This law of nations, sir, isa power in the world. Although it has | submitted. She has agreed to submit these claims to a mixed comm und 
- no legislative or judicial sanction, as our laws have, for national or mu- | #8 ¥¢t there has been no such tribunal where action is binding and valid. | she 
DY nicipal conduct, still it isalaw with sanctions of the highest import. As | and professes to be : ady to perform its awards. A great nation seeking © pos 
j between nations there are ways by which international obligations can | tion of highest influence among the republies of the continent can notatlord to 
en be enforced. Two of these rules are named by writers on the law of | oe eee one eee a eee teed nmstent with exaet 
; nations, One is called via facti; in the way of war it is force and arms. | ; Se gener cognize any cone Sivahio dame to innocent holders of these.c: 
he A The other is via amicabilis ; that is, comity, diplomacy. Our Department | tificates of award, if any such there are. ‘The certificates have no such eharar 
an a of State or our Executive in this latter way creates certain relations by + th ates brn Rahannahad ter ties guotegtion ae ran aor Ps in 
= treaty. They constitute courts of prize or international tribunals. | provided * garding the award of new mma. eavareee 
k. ce This is done in the way of peace. And there is only one event that can | Justice to the parties who refused to comply with the demands of the cons} 
happen in case nations do not peacefully agree on disputed points. It | 8toT. and whose claims were not considered by the former commission 
is Outside of international comity. That way is war; it is the arbitra- merits. all . ce nh OR Te re TY 
on. ‘ tion of arms. Do we desire any definition of fraud to reach the essenti: 
se, ; Now, as between Venezuela and the United StatesGovernment there | this contention? If so. let us turn to Judge Story’s sumn 
i to ; was no other except the amicable mode ef settling the claims to which the definitions of others (Story’s Equity vol. I, 186 _ 
om} ; attention was called by our minister, Mr. Culver, in 1864. They nT 1 OPER beyond doubt ba Sat — a 6 wha 
dey 4 amounted then to about $360,000. The mode was by arbitration. It | neue: ont a t; tl eae mas Cheon tee ac # wv om eres vy ¥ he y becalled 
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upon another to his injury ] be | de the large 
of implied or constructive frauds, which are within the remedial jurisdiction of 
a court of equity. Fraud, indeed, in the sense of a court of equity, Degperty 
includes all acts, omissions, and concealments which involve a breach of legal 
or equitable duty, trust, or confidence, justly reposed, and are injurious to 
another, or by which an undue and unconscientious advantage is taken of 
another. And courts of equity will not only interfere in cases of fraud to set 
aside acts done, but they will also, if acts have by fraud been prevented from 
being done by the parties, interfere, and treat the case exactly as if the acts had 
been done 

If it be said there is no fraud in this case, I ask, where, sir, will you 
find one equal to it in the annals of this or any other country? 

Iam at a loss how to designate or to characterize these proceedings. 
Fraud in the bud; fraud in the blossom; fraud in the fruit. Fraud at 
the inception, in the pursuit, and at thetermination. Fraud all through 
it; fraud through and through these transactions. Fraud on the part 
of the commissioner. Fraud in the very appointment of the commis- 
sioner. Fraud on the part of Murray, the brother-in-law, who man- 
aged the case. Fraud, as is alleged here, on the part of the minister. 
I'raud not on Venezuela only, but fraud on the United States Govern- 
ment; for its honest citizens, its Treasury, and its honor were defrauded. 
Fraud with Stillwell and Murray; between Talmage and Murray; 
fraud with Stillwell, Talmage, Murray, and the umpire Machado; fraud 
with Stillwell, Talmage, Murray, and Whiton; fraud in the payment 
of the money, one-half to be given to these men who themselves were 
frauds. The fraud is shown in the certificates, issued in denominations 
of one hundred and one thousand dollars so as to make the fraud more 
desirable and convenient of execution. The very fact of making the 
certificates payable to bearer is a badge of fraud. The fact that they 
were delivered to the lawyer and that one of the commissioners acted as 
lawyer and received hundreds of thousands of dollars of these certificates 
shows fraud. Fraud on the part of the commissioner with reference to 
the seven rotten claims to which Venezuela calls our attention, amount- 
ing to $800,000; fraud all through and through and through, over, un- 
der, and around. 

Do you want a specimen? Consider Whiton! Who was he? What 
was he about? Let the report (page 10) answer: . 

In the winter of 1867-"68 there seems to have been a man named William H. 
Whiton engaged in the paint and lead business in Fulton street, New York city. 
In his testimony he swears that he never knew Stillwell, Murray, or Machado; 
he was not an attorney at law; he was ignorant of the Spanish language; he 
knew nobody in Venezuela, and yet he became attorney for the prosecution of 
three claims before the commission for the sum of $525,000, upon which the com- 
mission allowed $352,814. These were the Idler claim, the Ralph Randon claim, 
and the James Barnes claim, neither of which is found in the schedule made up 
by Minister Culver, 

Why Whiton was selected to represent these claims does not very distinctly 
appear. He thinks that a Mr. Bogert first spoke to him of the Idler claim, but 
does not speak very positively about it. He seems to have done nothing about 
the matter except to have gone to Washington, where he claims that he was in- 
formed by some one in the State Department “that if there was an honest claim 
against Venezuela it was the Idler claim.’’ He swears that he then occupied 
some six or eight weeks to go over the accounts, &c,, not to prove the claim 
against Venezuela, but to see how it should be divided between the Idler heirs 
and other parties claiming an interest. He wrote a letter ortwoaboutthe claim 
to a Mr. Bermudes at Caracas. He gave Talmage a power of attorney to act for 
him, authorizing him to do everything he could do regarding the presentation 
of the claim, receipt of its proceeds, &c. 

Talmage seems to have performed his duty as attorney most faithfully. The 
commission, of which he was a member, considered it first upon the list, and 
awarded $252,814, the certificate for which Talmage receipted for and brought 
to the United States. For his services in these matters Whiton swears that he 
was to have one-third of the Idler claim, and other testimony indicates that he 
was to have 50 per cent, of the others, 

Whatever is alleged or sworn to, the facts point to a gigantic con- 
spiracy, an enormous fraud, all the more monstrous because of the dig- 
nity of the tribunal and the forum of conscience. If it be true that fraud 
is more odious than force, as Cicero says; if it be true that courts de- 
cline to define its protean shapes ‘‘lest other means of avoiding the 
equity of the courts should be found out,’’? what can be said of the 
despicable audacity of this ramified conspiracy to cheat a sister republic 
and dishonor our own? 

I need not argue the matter of fraud after what has been so ably said 
by the diligent and learned gentleman from Massachusetts [Mr. RIce]. 
I need not show further detailsas to how the umpire was selected to show 
that fraud was there; nor any further or other indicia of fraud. I need 
not say that there never was a case so reeking with fraud as this. The 
sadness is that it has remained for some twelve or thirteen years utterly 
remediless. 

Mr. Speaker, are we to say here and now, when the President calls 
our attention to it for our advice and aid, that there is no remedy, that 
our nation shall stand before the world besmirched with the frauds, 
and that there is no remedy? 

The Senate proposes torefer this matterto the Court of Claims. What 
has that court to do with it? This is an international matter and be- 
longs to another and not a national tribunal. 

Since treaties can be abrogated or renewed by consent of two nations, 
since the very law of nations contemplates an agreement between them 
as to all matters in dispute, the best thing as a remedy to be proposed 
for this crying mischief and fraud is that proposed by my honorable 
friend from Massachusetts [Mr. Rice], namely, the making of a new 
treaty witha new commission, where all these cases can be re-examined, 
and where on the re-examination the money already paid may be 
credited on any future awards. 

I will conclude what I have to say by one further remark. That is, 


But it can hardly be said to include the large class | 


that it becomes the American Congress to vindicate the honor of the 
country when the subject is so palpably brought before it as on this 
occasion. We arenothere representing the peculiar powers of Congress 
under the Constitution to make laws for ourselves. There is no ques- 
tion here as to the dividing line of sovereignty between States and the 
Union. Weare acting here to-day ina higher capacity. We are acting 
in a law-giving capacity in the highest sense of national justice and 
equity. It is the sense which Hooker declared, whose definition of law 
I always loved to repeat: ne 

Of law there can be nothing else acknowledged than that her seat is in the 
bosom of God, her voice the harmony of the world; all things in Heaven and 


earth do her homage; the very least as feeling her care and the greatest as not 
exempted from her power. 





Under that high function as law-givers between nations, for the con- 
science of mankind and to give emphasis to our own future relations 
with other governments, I hope that the American Congress, nemine 
contradicente, may pass this joint resolution and vindicate the fair fame 
of our Republic. [Applause, and cries of ‘‘ Vote!’’ ‘‘ Vote!’’] 

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr. CHACE). The Chair recognizes the 
gentleman from Illinois [Mr. SPRINGER] as entitled to the floor. 

Mr. SPRINGER. If the House will pardon me, I will be very brief 
in the statement I desire to make in this matter. [Renewed cries of 
“Vote!” ‘Vote!’ ‘Go on!’ ‘‘Goon!’’] I will be very brief; gen- 
tlemen need not be impatient. 

Mr. HAZELTON. Take your hour; we want to hear you. 

Mr. SPRINGER. This is a matter of great importance and I think 
it should be thoroughly understood by the House. I will ask your in- 
dulgence for a moment by way of recapitulating the facts which have 
led to the introduction of this joint resolution. 

In 1866 there were pending between the Government of the United 
States and the Government of Venezuela certain claims of citizens of the 
United States against the latter government. It was agreed between 
the two governments that those claims should be referred to a mixed 
commission, consisting of a commissioner appointed by the United States, 
a commissioner appointed by the Government of Venezuela, and an 
umpire appointed by one of the resident diplomats near this Govern- 
ment. 

That commission was appointed, organized, assembled, and adjudi 
cated certain claims, and adjourned its session on the 5th of August, 
1868. It adjudicated claims to the amount of $1,253,310.30. 

As soon as the commission had adjourned, or very shortly afterward, 
the Government of Venezuela, having been much surprised at the large 
amount of the awards, and especially at the character of some of the 
claims, protested against the payment of any part of some of the awards, 
and alleged fraud on the part of the commission. 

The response of the Secretary of State of ourGovernment at that time 


was that the cases had been adjucated, the claims had been allowed 


The State Department contended that the claims were res adjudicata 
There has been no allegation on the part of the State Department that 
the claims were lawful, were just, or ought to be paid on that account 
That real question has beenevaded and putaside. The position of om 
Government was that the cases had been adjudicated. 

On the part of the Government of Venezuela it was insisted that 
although the cases had been adjucated they were adjucated by a com- 
mission which was illegal in its composition and fraudulent in its con 
duct, and that many of the claims were fictitious and fraudulent in them 
selves. 

The position of the Government of Venezuela in reference to these 
claims was very completely and forcibly set forth by Dr. J. M. Blanco, 
then secretary of state for foreign affairs. In a letter to the American 
minister on the 11th of June, 1875, he said: 


Can it be that a just government will refuse examination of this cardinal point 
on the pending question? The Government of Venezuela does not believe it 
Venezuela does not repudiate the treaty; far from it; she sustains it and defends 
its performance. The treaty could not ask for either government consent that 
the supposed third, in case of disagreement, should be the representative, attor 
ney, personator, and agent of one of the arbitrators. Such abuse of confidence 
which evidently appears to be the work of Talmage, with insult to the honor ot! 
both Late tee ge plainly shows the nullity of the process and of the sentence 

Such being the situation of this disagreeable affair, the Government of Vene- 
zuela could not without diminution of its honor and without stain to the dig- 
nity of the republic consent to the performance of an act spurious, unlawfu! 
and also criminal, ich takes the name of judgment, and with which both 
governments were deceived, and by which that of the United States of Nort! 
America continues to be deceived. 

For reasons so powerful, and because of the inevitable duties which they im- 
— the Government of Venezuela is not able, nor will it be able, to pay to the 

‘orth American legation the sum deposited and those that will be deposited for 
the payment of the legitimate claims of its citizens without insisting that the 
government shall keep them in its depositsand give a hearing to the evidently 
just claim which it has “on the table,” to wit, that of the former question. 
whether there exists a judgment by reason of there having existed a competent 
— in performance of the treaty, observance of which is all that the republic 

uires. 

he undersigned can not but repeat that this government believes it impossible 
that the Governmentof the great Republic of North America will refuse to hear 
examine, and discuss the most just question which till now it goes on keeping 
out of discussion and out of all examination. 

This would be in manifest contradiction to the universal and well-deserved 
conviction of the enlightenment and justice of the native country of Washing- 
ton.. 





This was the ys of the Government of Venezuela to our Govern- 
ment. She appeals to us as the native country of Washington, to do 
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justice to her—to hear, to examine, to discuss these awards, the conduct 


of the commission, and the manner in which it was constituted. The 
Committee on Foreign Affairs of this House has unanimously reported 
that in the constitution of the commission there was fraud practiced 
upon both governments. In the selection ofthe arbitrator of this com- 
mission the Government of the United States as well as the Govern- 
ment of Venezuela was imposed upon. The arbitrator selected, in- 
stead of being a disinterested person, instead of being the person selected 
by the Russian embassador, was an agent, an attorney, a clerk of the 
American commissioner—not the party agreed upon by either govern- 
ment. Such being the composition of the commission, the awards made 
by it are utterly without any binding force upon either government. 
“Not only was the commission illegally constituted, but the claims 
themselves in many cases were fraudulent and fictitious. During the 
Forty-fourth Congress I had occasion to examine some of these claims. 
I sent to the State Department a request that all the papers upon which 
these cases were adjudicated should be sent to the Committee on For- 
eign Affairs, of which I was then a member. ‘The Secretary of State 
very kindly furnished the papers in the cases designated, the aggregate 
awards in which amounted to $794,000. I examined the petitions, the 
evidence, and all the facts before the commission, and upon which the 
claims were adjudicated. I give it as my judgment as a lawyer that 
not one of those claims was meritorious or could have been decided 
tavorably by any man, unless he were either a fool or a knave. 

I desire to call the attention of the House to one case—the claim of 
Beales, Nobles & Garrison. In that case the award was made for 
$250,000. The claim grew out of two alleged contracts which were 
entered into and executed by a consul of the Government of Venezuela, 
then residing in New York city, under the authority of one Seflor José 
Antonio Paez, a military dictator, whose right to be ruler of the coun- 
try rested upon a revolutionary claim which was never recognized by 
this country or any other government—a man who, after « brief period 
of revolutionary existence, styling himself ‘‘the supreme chief of the 
republic,’? was overthrown and the rightful government re-established. 
The contracts were annulled in two or three months after their execu- 
tion by order of the rightful government, which had been re-established 
in the mean time. 

Gentlemen must remember that Venezuela is a republic fashioned in 
the main after the Government of the United States; it has a house of 
representatives, a senate, and a president elected by the people. Yet 
this military dictator, having an existence of only a few months and 
not recognized by the lawful Government of Venezuela, or by the Gov- 
ernment of the United States, or any other nation, assumed to bind that 
government for thirty years in contracts for running a line of steam- 
ships between Venezuela and the United States. 

These contracts remit customs duties on certain articles imported, 
grant lands to colonists who may be brought into Venezuela, give ex- 
clusive privileges and promise large sums of money to be paid from year 
to year. There was no ratification of the contracts by the Venezuelan 
congress whatever, and in the very nature of the case they were void. 

Twenty-five years before the termination of the contracts judgment 





was rendered by this commission for the amount which the contractors | 


alleged they would have earned if they had put their ships on the line. 
which they did not do, and foran amount that they would in their opin- 
ion have earned on account of carrying emigrants into the country, 
upon whom they were entitled toso much per capita. *‘Consequential 
damages !’? Such a case was never heard of anywhere. The judgment 
of the American commissioner upon this claim is a most remarkable 
document in its statement of law as well as of fact, and I will incor- 
porate it in my remarks. 
interested in the new rule for determining the measure of damages which 
this astute judge adopted for himself and by which he reached the 
conclusion that the sum of $250,000 should be paid to the claimants by 
the Government of Venezuela. 

During the Forty-sixth Congress I called upon the Secretary of State 
for all the papers on file in the State Department in relation to the claim 
of Beales, Nobles & Garrison, including the contracts, the evidence upon 
which it was allowed, and the decisions of the commissioner and umpire. 
These papers were furnished and printed as House Miscellaneous Doeu- 
ment No. 42, second session Forty-sixth Congress. Tothis document Lin- 
vite the attention of members. From this it will be seen that there was 
not a particle of evidence before the commission to sustain the claim of 
Beales, Nobles& Garrison. Their petition was sworn to “‘ as true accord- 
ing tohis best knowledge, information, and belief,’’ before a notary public 
in the city of New York, and Nobles and Beales make separate affidavits 
before the notary as to certain items of personal expenses which aggre- 
gate less than $15,000. The affidavits were wholly ex parte, and were 
made by the claimants themselves in the city of New York. There 
were no proofs, affidavits, depositions, or evidence of any kind before 
the commission other than the formal jurats to the petition, as I have 


stated. No arguments were heard by the commission in this or any | 


other case, and their findings were based neither upon law nor evidence. 

I assert without fear of contradiction that in the claim of Beales, 
Nobles & Garrison there was no legal evidence whatever before the 
commission upon which the claim could be adjudicated, and that the 


contracts upon which the award was made on their face excluded the | 


1301 


claim trom the jurisdiction of the commission. I refer to clause 1”, 
which is as follows : 


Eighteenth. An indispensable condition of this contract is, and it is hereby 
most solemnly agreed, that uny doubts, differences, difficulties, or misundes 
standings of any class or nature whatever that may arise from, or have any con- 
nection with, or in any manner relate to this contract, directly or indirectly, 
shall be settled in a friendly manner in the city of Caracas or the port of La 
Guayra by a commission to be composed of two arbitrators, to be chosen one by 
the Government of Venezuela, and who shall be one of the ministers of the su 
preme court of the republic, and the other to be selected by the company; and 
if the arbitrators should not agree, they shall select a third as umpire ; and 
they should not agree upon an umpire, he shall be named by the minister «» 
representative of Spain in Caracas. Should there be no representative of Spar 
then he shall be appointed by the representative of Denmark, Bremen, Holland 
or Belgium. 

And the opinion of the two arbitrators, or the decision of the umpire, should 
there be one, shall be considered as a judgment issued by authority after due 
trial, and shall have no appeal whatever; and therefore this contract Shall never, 
under any pretext or reason whatever, be cause for anv international claims or 
demands. 


The arbitration provided for in this clause of the contracts was never 
invoked. No request appears in the papers for a settlement of any dif 
ferences which might arise in pursuance of the terms of the contract. 
It does not appear that the Government of Venezuela ever refused 
the arbitration provided for in the clause just quoted. This clause in 
the contract excluded the claim of Beales, Nobles & Garrison trom all 
consideration by the mixed commission. Their claim was only cogni 
zable before the arbitrators provided tor, and their arbitration was to be 
final. There wasan immigration clause also in the contract, which wis 
to continue for a number of years. In deciding the case the learned 
commissioner held that according to the course ef emigration between 





Gentlemen who have studied law will be | 


the Old World and the new a certain number of emigrants would have 
arrived in the United States, and that at least twelve hundred of such 
emigrants would probably have lett this country during the four years 
from the execution of the contract to the time the commission sat and 
settled in Venezuela, according to the estimates made by the petition- 
ers, by reason of their steamship line between the United “tates and 
Venezuela. Upon this estimate of the number of emigrants which the 
company might have taken out in their ships for four years a judg- 
ment was rendered for 330,000 Noemigrants were ever carried; no 
ships were ever run; not a dollar was earned or expended under the 
contract; yet a judgment of $250,000 was awarded in this ease. I will 
| print as a part of my remarksthe opinion ofthe American commissioner 
in this case 


It is as follows 


Opinion of United States commissioner on claim of Nobles, Beales & Gai on 
against the Republie of Venezuela 
MIXED COMMISSION OF THs UNITED STATES AND VENEZUELA 
Caracas, June 16, 1568 
| This is a claim for $614,700 damages, resulting from the annulment of two sev 
| eral contracts by the Government of Venezuela, which had been executed, one 
for the purpose of an ocean line of steamers from the city of New York and La 
| Guayra, in Venezuela, and the other to open up a tide of immigration into Verne 
} zueia 
It appears from the papers in this case that on the Istday of May, 1868, two of 
the claimants, namely, Messrs. Nobles and Beales, entered into a contract with 
| the Republic of Venezuela to run a line of ocean mail steamers from the city of 
|; New York to Venezuela fer the term of thirty vears, atacertain fixed and stipu 
lated sum per annum, as Compensation for carrying the mails, & 
| It further appears that on the Sth day of May, 1863, the said Nobles and Beales 
entered into and executed a second contract with the Republie of Venezuela for 
the establishment of a current of immigration to Venezuela. It further appears 


that shortly after the execution and delive of these contracts Nobles and 


Beales associated with them Cornelius K. Gurrison, one of the present clain 
| ants 
| Itfurther appears that in September of ear 1863, the President of Vene 
zuecla annulled these several contracts 
It may not be necessary, perhaps, inthis opinion togive at length the diferent 
} Stipulations of agreement and covenants in the two several contracts It will 
be suflicient for our purpose to refer to those of the most importance, an first 
in regard tothe “ocean mail steamer contract 
The claimants bound themselves, within a period of one hundred davs, to send 
their first steamer, fitted in every respect for the 


service, that Is to say, of iffi 
cient capacity to carry twenty-five passer rsand six hundred tons of merchar 
dise, and to be supplied with a proper place for carrying the mail i} one 
hundred days was sul 








sequently extended for a period of ei tamer ddi 
tion.) This was the first thing the claimant rated themselves to de nder 
said contract Did they doit? The proofs show, to wit 
Phat after the completion of the said contract by its signiat ty of 
New York on the Ist day of May, 1865, the | tioners a ‘ ‘ ttheis 
“arrangements for carrying out ench and every of the ter ot thre i tract 
literally and faithfully; and to that end they prepared and ads the 
steamer West Point, then being a duly re tered Aine ent 
capacity to carry the number of passengers and the nuniber of tons of merchan 
dise in the first article of said contract stipulated wa ipplied 
with a safe and prop r plave for « ry inige the 
The petitioners also then had under their« un would 
have followedin their order the West Pe t 1 pun te the terms 
of the said contract), if the same hade ! »ettect! t (hover? 
mentof Venezuela Said steamers were t nil tvand under the control! 
of the petitioners or of one of them, and ft nd capacit uired 
| by the terms of said contract, and conmipeter every respect to tia ! 

ages specified in the said contract, with the Wy es there med Ih “ 
the proprietors of the said steamers e potit ers) wereable faithfully te hs 
ply with and fulfill the conditions syx« ‘ the pro ons of the said contract 
numbered from 2 to 10, both inclusive But before the expiration of the 
time limited, the Government of Venez acts ed said contr fannulledand 
of no effect Following this decree of the Ire entof Venezucla came the pro 
test of the United States 1 ister re lent at Caracas, which was as folle 

His Excellency Mr. G. T. VittrGas 

Secretary Department Foreiqn Relatia d 

The undersigned has the honor tomake known to your excelleneyv that he has 

| seen with surprise what purports to be two decrees issued by the ¢ tir \- 
| thorities in Venezuela: the one purporting to abrogate and ant ‘nivel esis 
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cuted in New York on the Ist day of May, 1863, between Simon Camacho onthe 
one part, aud John Charles Beales and William Hl. Nobles on the other, touch- 
ing the establishment of a line of steamers between the United States and Ven- 
ezuela; the other purporting to annul a contract executed in New York on the 
Oth day of May, 1863, between the same parties, for the encouragement of foreign 
immigration to Venezuela, The undersigned is assured that the said Beales 
and Nobles are citizens of the United States; and that the said Simon Camacho, 
in making and signing said contracts, acted for and on behalf and as the duly 
authorized awent of the Government of Venezuela; that under and by virtue of 
said contracts the said Nobles and Beales can well claim that they have become 
seized of certain vested rights, of which the Government of Venezuela can not 
divest them except by their consent, or through some fraud or default on their 
part 

The undersigned has no means of knowing the ground or reasons for annul- 


crees, to wil, in the one case that the concession of land to each immigrant was 
exorbitant, and that it isnot Known what action the next national assembly 
inight take, in virtue of its new organization; in the other, that in the scanty 
condition of the public treasury it should not be submitted to so great an expense 
for such a slow enterprise 

inthe absence of any other reasons, the undersigned must assume that those 
stated are all that can be assigned forannulling these contracts; and as to those, 
the undersigned is sure that the bare statement of them must satisfy the author- 
itiesof Venezuela that they are wholly insufficient, both in law and equity, to 
justi annulment ofthe contracts, The undersigned has always understood, 
uid such he is confident must have been your excellency’s understanding, that 
parties, ia the absence of fraud, are bound by their contracts; that the poverty 
or feebleness of one of the parties is no ground for annulling his contract; that 
a nation or government can contract with an individual, or confer on him for a 
consideration certain grants, privileges, or immunities, and is just as much 
bound by its acts and grants as an individual. 

ihe truth of these propositions is too manifest to require argument. The un- 
dersigned has no means of judging at present of the extent of the injuries toor 
the damages sustained by the citizens of his Government, who were parties to 
the contracis; but he feels called upon to enter his protest at the earliest moment 
against the principle involved in the annulment of these contracts; neither the 
parties northe representative of their Government were heard or even notified of 
the purpose to annul these contracts. The undersigned protests also against this 
annulment being used as a precedent in any case where his Government or its 
citizens are concerned, The undersigned would be happy to receive any expla- 
nations touching this matter which Mr. Villegas may feel disposed to afford 
him, ashe desires nothing in the premises but what is just and legal for the citi- 
zens of his Government, &c. E. D. CULVER. 


The Government of Venezuela, asa matter of fact, assumed and became legally 
liable for any damages which might flow from and follow the annulment of said 
contracts 

The contracts having been executed, the claimants citizens of the United States, 
and having entered upon their performance ata large outlay of money and time, 
and the government having abrogated the contracts without any laches or neg- 
leet upon part of claimants, the only question for our consideration and deter- 
mination isthe amount of damages to which claimants may be entitled. 

iy the cleventh and thirteenth articles of said contract claimants were entitled 
to receive $90,000 in gold coin of the United States annually for the period of 
three years from the Ist day of May, 1863, and by the fourteenth article the sum 
of $30,000 in gold coin of the United States, annually for the period of twenty- 
seven years from the Ist day of May, 1866. 

he claimants being ready and willing and always with a present and future 
ability to carry out their contract, what should they receive as damages by reason 
of the positive actionof the Venezuelan Government in abrogating the contract. 

The rule of law is well settled that where parties show an ability and a will- 
ingness to perform a contract, and are prevented by the acts of the other con- 
tracting parties, they are considered as having performed their part of the agree- 
ment and entitled to receive the stipulated compensation therefor. The courts 
of the United States have always held thus; this being true and treating the con- 
tract under consideration as having been fully performed up tothe present time, 
or say to the Ist day of May, 1868, claimants would be entitled to receive the sum 
of $210,900, 

This «ontract runs through a period of time equal to almost the average life of 
man, stili having twenty-five years to run—a quarter ofa century. The determina- 
tion of the question of damages by known and well-established rules of law and 
equity for the term yet unexpired is more difficult, 

The claimants in their petition say : 

Fifth. They also respectfully request that they may be adjudicated and de- 
creed to be entitled to a reasonable compensation for the residue of the unex- 
pired term of twenty-seven years, nominated in the fourteenth stipulation of 
said contract 

Phe measure of damages (to use a legal phrase) is specified in the stipulation 
at $30,000 per year, and this is prima facie the assessment of damages to which 
the Government of Venezuela has consented against itself if the contract shall 
be abruptly broken byit. This coversa period of at least a quarter of a century, 
during which the vicissitudes of human life or of human endeavor are beyond 
human previsions, and it can not therefore be either safely adjudicated or decreed 
that the parties to the contract (especially those represented by the petitioners) 
would either be in existence or able to fulfill that contract, Still, the legal pre- 
sumption isin favoras well of the continuity of the contracting parties as of their 
continued ability to fulfill their contract; and in this view the petitioners would 
be entitlod, at the time the twenty-seven years elapsed, to ask for a judgment in 
their favor at the stipulated sum multiplied by the given number of years, 

But as this application is made before the years have elapsed and before the 
service is rendered il necessarily presents in that respect a ground fora com- 
promise, The petitioners believe, with that sincerity which is founded upon the 
possession of that which would enable them to accomplish the terms of the con- 
tract losmeorrow, hext month, or next year, literally, that they have demonstrated 
their ability to have earned the stipulated compensation, 

rhev also believe that they or their successors, if the contract had been carried 
into eect by the Venezuclan Government, would have been able to have earned 
the sume stipulated compensation during the entire stipulated period, But as 
they ask now for a compensation which will terminate as well their obligation 
and the liability of the Venezuelan Government under the contract, they suggest 
isa fair omise of the sum to which they are entitled for the residue of the 
term of twentyaive years yet unexpired 50 per cent, of the sum nominated in 
th a itract or SVS. 

Wile there is no doubt, perhaps, that with the growing importance of trade, 
omreree, and enlarged facilities for travel between the United States and Ven- 
rucla, the increase of population and wealth in these respective republics, this 
ontract would have become more certain and valuable each year, by which 

\imants or their assigns would have made large sums of money, yet I can not 

y »the amount which they claim as a just and equitable settiement for the 
xpired term of said contract; not but weat it may be a reasonabie demand, 

t but what they may have and will sustain much heavier damages than any 
) this commission may award, still, as many years will have to elapse before 

tion of the contract, and no bonds have ever been executed for its 

et ment, Lam of the opinion that the claimants are not entitled to re- 
ecive for Uie unexpired term of twenty-five years the sum of $375,000 as claimed. 

Dut as the action of this commission isto be a finality as to any question which 
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may ever arise under said contract, either as to its breach or damages, I am 
clearly of the opinion that a reasonable, just, and equitable amount should be 
awarded claimants for the unexpired term, as the facts establish their ability, 
responsibility, and readiness to carry out said contract. The amount I have 
fixed and determined as damages for the unexpired term of said contract is 
one hundred thousand “hard dollars.” It may be possible that I have done the 
claimants great injustice, but under all the circumstances of the case I do not 
feel justified in indicating a larger sum. 

Passing from the otean mail steam contract to the contract executed on the 
5th of May, 1863, to open up a tide of emigration, the claimants allege in their 
petition as follows, namely : 

“At the same time of the execution of the agreement to which your petition- 
ers have hereinbefore referred, anotheragreement was executed by and between 


| the said José Antonio Paez and your petitioners, touching the cession by the 
ling these contracts except what is set forth in the preambles of the respective de- | 


said government to your petitioners of certain lands within the territorial oc- 


| cupation of the Government of Venezuela for the use of such colonists as your 


petitioners might be able to debark at Caracas, or elsewhere within the territory 
of Venezuela aforesaid, to become citizens of the said Government of Venezuela. 

“ Por every colonist so imported by your petitioners your petitioners were to 
receive a stipulated cession of land and a grant of so many tons of guano. 

* This contract by its terms had no less of duration than the contract in re!a- 
tion to the formation of the steamship company. Your petitioners are advised 
and believe that if they had been allowed to fulfill the last above-named con- 
tract the same would have been of great pecuniary benefit to themselves, and of 
great and permanent benefit to the country and Government of Venezuela. 
Other enterprises of a similar character have been successfully carried into 
effect. 

* Other suggestions have been made with regard to the direction of the streams 
of emigration which are constantly flowing from the Old World to the New. 
Other companies have been formed for the successful direction of a current of 
emigration from Pennsylvania to New York, or from New York to the Western 
States. 

“The current never ceases. The point where it shall stop and enrich this 
country is subject to the control of commerce and of capital. The Government 
of Venezuela is cognizant of this fact, and it yet offers a premium of $25 per 
capita for each colonist that shall be induced to leave a port of the United States 
and find a home within the territory of the Government of Venezuela. With 
a knowledge of this fact, even in its application to one colonist, the damages to 
your petitioners from a violation of the last-named contract are susceptible of 
very easy calculation. If but the one colonist should have been turned away 
by the violation of the contract last above named, which took place simulta- 
neously with the violation of the one first above named, the damages to your 
petitioners would be the premium offered by the Venezuclan Government. 

‘From the fairest estimate which your petitioners can make, in view of the 
statistics showing the annual tide of emigration from the Old World to the New, 
and how much there is susceptible of deflection from the United States to one of 
the South American independencies, your petitioners believe that during the 
past four years they would have been able to have supplied at least twelve hun- 
dred colonists under the terms of the last-named contract, upon which, at the 
specified sum of $25 per colonist (the premium towhich your petitioners would 
have been entitled), would have amounted to $30,000,” 

It is impossible to indicate what might or might not have been made under 
thiscontract. Thecontract isevidently a liberal one to claimants, and one which 
large sums of money might have been realized from if carried out. Iam of the 
opinion claimants have not in fact demanded or asked as muchas they were 
really entitled to recover. 

As to the items of expenses incurred in procuring and in the execution of said 
contracts specified in Schedule A, it being shown that they were created at the 
instance and request of the Executive of Venezuela, lam of opinion that the 
same should be allowed in amount $9,650. 

As to the items on Schedule B, they appear to me to be enormous. Iam of 
the opinion that $1,500 would be a sufficient compensation for the services and 
expenses mentioned in said schedule. 

have not deemed it proper to allude to the question of jurisdiction arising in 
the case between the commissioners (and upon appeal), finally decided by the 
umpire as within the jurisdiction of this commission; therefore, after a careful 
consideration of the whole case, and as before indicated, I determine and ad- 
judge claimants entitled to receive the sum of three hundred and fifty-one thou- 
sand one hundred and fifty * hard dollars” in adjustment of said claim. 

Respectfully submitted, 

DAVID M. TALMAGE, 
United States Commissioner. 


CARACAS, June 15, 1368. 
The commissioners having failed to agree upon award in the above case and 
referring the same to the umpire, in addition to the above, I hereto annex for 
the information of said umpire the report of the secretary of fomento made Sep- 
tember, 1863, to the minister of foreign relations of Venezuela, relating to the 
contracts in question, showing date and manner of their annulment and the con- 
sequences contemplated and expected to result from such unwarrantable abro- 
gation, in the way of indemnity to the parties aggrieved who would be justly be 
entitled to such indemnity, the contracts having been annulled without their 
knowledge or consent, and from no fault or omission on their part. 
DAVID M. TALMAGE, 
United States Commissioner. 
Following adjudication made as above by United States commissioner. 
Damages for abrogation of steamer Contract .................ccsceecescceesee cen eneeee $310, 000 








Damages for abrogation of emigration (C). .......... 39, 000 
For expenses as per Schedule A (Nobles) 9, 650 
1, Beales 1,500 

BI as saachcinienckenehenrsbenaeatyendengenpianinisisaestinanitniniinciseyrnnterenews 351, 150 


Against that judgment as well as other judgments of the same char- 
acter the Government of Venezuela has been protesting from that day 
to this. There is but one explanation of this extraordinary decision, 
and fortunately that is supplied by the evidence which the Committee on 
Foreign Affairs has taken in former Congresses. That evidence is to be 
found in a letter written by the attorney of the claimants to his prin- 


_cipals. That letter was transmitted to the House by President Hayes 


in a message of December 10, 1879, and it is as follows : 
Mr. Murray to Colonel Nobles. 
Saint Pact, MINn., September 3, 1508. 
Dear CoLtoneL: On the 2th ultimo I reached Washington, and the 26th, New 


| York, where I went for the purpose of closing up our Venezuela matter with Dr. 


Beales. I had hardly reached New York before Lreceived a telegram from Still- 
well which required my immediate presence. I at once left New York, on amo- 


| ment’s notice, for Anderson, intending to return to New York. At Anderson I 


found my family, and then learning you were at Saint Paul, I came to the con- 


| clusion it was just as well to report to you, which would obviate the expense of 


i 


my return to New York. On my reaching Caracas two months elapsed before 
General Talmage arrived, and two months more before the umpire was appointed. 
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During this time I examined all the papers and correspondence on file at the | 


United States legation at Caracas and with the Government of Venezuela in re- 
gard to the contracts upon which the claim was based. 

| found two mistakes had been made in the management and prosecution of 
the claims. The first was the filing of a claim by Dr. Bea‘es for $200,000, and his 
correspondence with ¢ ‘ulver, which Culver gave to the government as soon as 
received; the next mistake was in drafting our petition, relying almost wholly 
on the ocean-steamers contract for damages, whereas we should have based our 
claim on the emigration contract. I at once went to work to manufacture pul- 
lic opinion, so as to secure an award, Cendeé was then the Venezuelan commis- 
sioner. I tried the usual appliances of talking up the merits of the claim to him, 
but itwasnogo. I then offered him, first, $25,000, then $50,000 fora two-hundred- 
thousand-doliar award, but failed. I then felt satisfied that unless Condé could 
be got rid of I might as well return home. Stillwell and myself at once went to 
work at Falcon to secure Condé’s removal; but as Falcon had abrowated the con- 


tracts, and the filing of the claim had then become notorious in Caracas, Falcon not | 


only refused to remove hini, but as a matter of fact approved of his course. The 
flight of Faleon a few weeks after, and the assumption by Bruzual of the presi- 
dential chair, led to another offer on our part to secure the removal of Condé. 
After several interviews it was agreed that Condé should be removed provided 
Bruzual was recognized as president, and the influence of the legwation should 
be used to secure one thousand stand of riflesand four pieces of artillery, which 
contract was carried out by all parties. Theappointment of Mr. Villafané as com- 
missioner led us to hope our trouble was at an end, as I had made him a propo- 
sition before his appointment, but I wasdisappointed, as the success of the revo- 
jution suspended everything, and Villafané refused to act any longer as com- 
missioner unless reappointed by Monagas. Monagas,on the other hand, would 
do nothing unless the legation would recognize his government, which they 
were compelled to do or let the commission goup. The reappoibtmentof Villa- 
fané closed the negotiations with the government. My labor was then withthe 
commissioners. 
Upon the arrival of Talmage at Caracas, to get him enlisted I agreed to give 
him one-eighth of the award; subsequently I agreed to give another party one- 
eighth to secure the removal of Bruzual. Upon the appointment of Villafané I 
promised him $25,000 if he would give us an award of $200,900, and finally I 
agreed to give the umpire $25,000 for a $250,000 award, these sums amounting to 
$112,000. 1 paid the several parties, as Il agreed, before I left Caracas, leaving 
$137,500. The original contract, as you will remember, was one-eighth and one- 
eighth. This was afterward increased to one-half in the event of a $200,000 


ayard, Iherewith pay over $100,000, which you can distribute among the parties | 


ininterest. The $37,500 I retain as my fee. 
Yours, 
W. P. MURRAY. 

Now, this letter, written by Mr. Murray, the attorney of these claim- 
ants, states the fact as to his relation to this commission. I have seen 
the original of that latter. I am acquainted with Mr. Murray's hand- 
writing, and it is in his handwriting. That letter was brought out in 
evidence before a committee of this House in the Forty-fifth Congress, 
and he has never yet asked to come before a committee of this House 
to deny it. And in addition to that, the brother of one of these claim- 
ants testified before the same committee that one of this firm told him 
that Mr. Murray had truthfully stated in this letter the manner in 
which this claim was divided. 

Here is a claim made against the Government of Venezuela to an 
amount of $250,000. In order tosecure that award the American com- 
missioner received $37,500 in the very certificate he had himself awarded. 
The Venezuelan commissioner received $25,000 of the award he had made 
and the umpire received $25,000. Then the attorney was to be paid 
$37,500, and the remaining $100,000 was paid to the claimants. 


This 
is aspecimen of the claims adjudicated by this commission. As the 


gentleman from New York [Mr. Cox] has stated, the commission was 
fraudulent in its inception, fraudulent in its conduct, and fraudulent 
all the way through. The umpire was a fraud. The commissioners 
and umpire were bribed, and shared in their ownawards. The claims 
allowed were fictitious, fraudulent, and without merit. Could any- 
thing be more abhorrent to an enlightened judgment than the enforce- 
ment of the awards of such a tribunal ? 

What is the remedy? Enforce the payment of these claims? 


Should 
we insist on the payment by Venezuela of such claims as these? 


I say 





no. The Government of Venezuela has asked that a new commission | 


beappointed which can adjudicate the claimsof American citizensagainst 
that government. She agrees to respond promptly to the awards of an 
honest commission, to the adjudication of honest claims against that 
government. 

I ask whether the binding faith of a treaty is such we can not go be- 
hind it and determine whether that treaty was carried out in good faith 
I maintain it is a part of the law of nations that treaties are 
binding only to the extent they are carried out in good faith. I call the 
attention of gentlemen to the law on this subject as laid down by Vattel 
in the Law of Nations, page 277: 

The faith of treaties should be religiously observed. If, however, the arbitra- 
tors, by pronouncing sentence evidently unjust and unreasonable, should for- 
feit the character with which they were invested, their judgment should deserve 
no attention. 

That is the recognized law of nations on this subject. 

Now in this case are not these awards evidently unjust ? 
adjudication evidently unreasonable? 
on the part of our Government to insist on the payment of claims ad- 
judicated in the way these have been? Can a great Government like 


Is not this 


ours, now numbering over 50,000,000 of people, enforce the payment of 


frandulent and dishonest claims against a sister republic too weak to 
resist, too feeble to do anything save to make solemn protest? I main- 
tain, Mr. Speaker, that we owe it to the honor of this Government to 
pass this bill. We owe it toourselves, we owe it tothe people of a sister 
republic, to repudiate this fraudulent commission and authorize our 
Government to secure the organization of a new tribunal before which 
all honest claims of our citizens may be heard and determined 





Would it not be unreasonable | 


justice requires this 
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To refuse a new commission and enforce the pay- 
ment of these dishonest claims would be dishonorable in our Govern- 
ment and discreditable to ourselves 

There is another point of view stated by the honorable gentleman 
from Massachusetts [ Mr. Rice] who made this report, namely, that there 
are certain claimants who refused to divide with these dishonest parties, 
and whose claims were disregarded. We owe it to those claimants, 
who were too honest to become parties to a corrupt bargain, that they 
should be permitted to go betore an honest tribunal and have a hearing 
They have been disregarded because they were too honest to enter into 
a corrupt bargain. Will we ba claimants from a hearing, in 
order that dishonest ones may have dishonest awards? I think not 
Theretore I appeal to the House to pass this bill by a unanimous vote. 
Let us place the seal of our condemnation upon that fraudulent com 
mission and testify to the world that the American Congress will not 
countenance fraud, even though it has taken she 
obligations of a treaty. [Great applause. | 

Mr. WILSON. Mr. Speaker, the « loquc nt genth 
ceded me have discussed the various questions of tact connected with 
this award. Ihavenotheard that anyone of them has discussed the real 
question brought to the attention of the House by the State Depart- 
ment, and upon that I desire to say a few words. They discussed the 
facts here. Why? Will any gentleman upon the tloorof the House as 
a constitutional or international lawyer tell you that this House has the 
power to act upon this question at all?) No one will. Whence does it 
derive its power? It derives it from the Federal Constitution, and I 
shall address myself to the judgment of the members of this llouse 
upon a great question, not of tact, but of the power under the Consti 
tution conferred upon Congress upon this subject. 

L undertake to say, Mr. Speaker, that in pursuance of the law aud 
the Constitution of this country the House has no power to pass this 
resolution; and if I fail to show that, then I shall have failed in the ad 
vocacy of the right. 1 undertake to say, and will repeat, that neither 
by text nor by precedent, beginning with Washington and coming down 
to the present time, is there any power in the House to pass this reso 
lution. ; 

A few years ago, in 1878, this question came before Congress for a 
third consideration. In 1875 an act had been passed affirming these 
awards, making them finaland binding. That act was unconstitutional, 
and Congress in 1878 passed an act, atter full and deliberate considera 
tion, which I desire the Clerk of the House to read, and I invite gentle 
men to give careful attention to that reading. 

The Clerk read as follows: 

Be it enacted, &c., That the act entitled “ An act to enforce the stipulations of 
the convention of Venezuela of April 25, 1866, and the payment of adjudicated 
claims,” approved February 2, 1875, be, and the same is hereby, repealed: Pro 
vided, however, That nothing herein, or in the act hereby repealed, shall be con 
strued as an expression of any opinion on the part of Congress in respect to the 
validity of any awards made under said convention, or as to the propricty of a 
negotiation by the Executive of a new convention in respect to the sare 

Approved, June 20, 187s. 

Mr. WILSON. In 1878 Congress repealed the act of 1375 because 
the latter act was unauthorized, 

Mr. RICE, of Massachusetts. 
him a question ? 

Mr. WILSON. Certainly. 

Mr. RICE, of Massachusetts. Does not the gentleman think that in 
this case a different question is presented from that to which he refers 
from the fact that Congress merely in response to the request of the 
President recommends to the treaty-making power certain action; no 
final action but merely a recommendation ? 

Mr. WILSON. Lamobliged to the gentleman for the question 
I will turn it to his disadvantage 

Mr. RICE, of Massachusetts. Very well 

Mr. WILSON. Congress, Mr. Speaker, in 1875 declined to express 
an opinion upon the merits or demerits of the matter, for the reason 
that it rested entirely with the Executive. Of the three co-ordinate 
branches of the Government that power belonged to one; thet is the 
treaty-making power, to the Executive In the language of Story on 
the Constitution 


honest 


iter behind the sacred 


men who have pre- 


Will the gentleman permit me to ask 


. and 


The President is the immediate author and finisher of all treaties, and all the 
advantages which can be derived from talents, informati« integrity, and de 
liberate investigation on the one hand, and from secrecy and d 1 on the 
other, are thus combined in the system But no treaty so formed s bind 

| ing upon the country unless it receives the deliberate usse + of the 
Senate 

Now, to answer my friend from Massachusetts, in 15743 Congress said 
to the President, you have full and adequate powers upon the subject. 
You are the beginning, the author, and the finisher of treatie 

Not long ago President Arthur sent to the House a letter from which 
I propose to read only a brief ext t I want toshow what he thought 
of the question, to show also that my distinguished frie nd who has just 
addressed the House entirely missed the mark. The President says 

I earnestly invite the attention of ¢ sore to this communication and the a 
companying inclosures i 

In case neither House takes action upon it during the present Congress I shal 


Simple | 


at this prolonged discussion be definitely 
ite validity of all of the awards 


feel it my duty to direct t! 
by recognizing the absol 


The Preside 


terminated 


nt asked Congress to consider the letter of the Secretary 
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of State. Now what is that letter? Is it in accordance with the terms 
of the bill proposed by this committee? Nota word of it. Had it 
any relation to the bill proposed by this committee, and now before the 
House? Not a word of it. What does the Secretary of State recom- 
mend? The Secretary recommends the passage of an act which shall 
direct the Court of Claims, upon the documentary evidence now in the 
Department of State or printed in Congressional decuments, and upon 
such other proof as may be submitted under the rules made or to be 
made by the court, to hear and determine, with or without counsel, as 
the court may decide, whether any and if so which of the seven awards 
objected to by Venezuela was obtained by fraud or corruption. 

Now, there is a plain and simple recommendation. The Secretary of 
State says it appears from the documents in the Department that some 
of these claims are tainted with fraud. Seventeen of them are unques- 
tioned. Seven are supposed to be tainted by fraud. Now, the Secre- 
tary of State asks that you refer that question to the Court of Claims 
to determine whether or not fraud did exist; and I ask the attention of 
my distinguished friend from Massachusetts to this matter and am per- 
tectly willing that he shall be permitted to have time to reply and say 
why the committee did not adopt the recommendation of the Secretary 
of State. 

Mr. RICE, of Massachusetts. Do you desire me to reply now? 

Mr. WILSON. I will yield, sir, for a reasonable time. 

Mr. RICE, of Massachusetts. The treaty with Venezuela provides 
for a mixed commission to which these claims shall be submitted. The 
committee has found that the commission which claimed to sit upon 
these awards was tainted by fraud. Its proceedings are therefore in- 
valid. There has been, then, no valid commission which has as yet acted 
under the treaty. Venezuela is entitled to a commission; she never yet 
agreed to accept as a tribunal to pass upon these claims the Court of 
Claims, but she has agreed to the commission, and that only. 

Mr. WILSON. ‘That is the reason, then, why the gentleman from 
Massachusetts repudiates the recommendation of the Secretary of State. 

Mr. RICE, of Massachusetts. Oh, we considered the question and 
reported on it according to the judgment of the committee. 

Mr. WILSON. ‘They repudiate the recommendation of the Secretary 
of State. They deny to him what he asked, which is merely the aid 
of the Court of Claims to determine whether or not there is fraud in 
seven of these claims, 

Mr. RICE, of Massachusetts. What has the Court of Claims to do 
with a question between citizens of the United States and Venezuela? 

Mr. WILSON. [I will answer that question. Iam obliged to the 
gentleman for asking it. The Federal Constitution has said that the 
President shall have power to make treaties. The entire power is with 
the President, subject only to the ratification by two-thirds of the Sen- 
ate. Asa co-ordinate branch of the Government this House has no 
power over that subject. The President, who has the power, has made 
this request to Congress through the Secretary of State. 

All the President asks is to let the Court of Claims report to him the 
fact whether there was fraud in a part of these claims. As my dis- 
tinguished friend from Ohio [Mr. GepDES] oftentimes when presiding 
on the bench has directed a jury to ascertain some question of fact in 
a chancery cause pending before him, your President, your Executive 
head, says, ‘‘ 1 am satisfied seventeen of these claims are all right. The 
others | am not certain about.’? I want to read the recommendation of 
the Secretary of State, because gentlemen have gone wild on this ques- 
tion and absolutely repudiate and ignore what the Secretary and the 
President have requested. It is as follows: 

Against the awards to which no exception has been taken, seventeen in num- 
ber, Venezuela can not atthis late day rightfully interpose a complaint. They 
should stand as valid, and the holders of certificates which represent them will 


be paid from time to time their proportionate sums of amounts paid or that may 
be paid by Venezuela, 


Mr. SPRINGER. Who says that? 

Mr. WILSON. ‘TheState Department has been examining this mat- 
ter for more thantenyears. The Secretary tells you that out of twenty- 
four of these claims there are seventeen which Venezuela can not and 
shall not question. Venezuela has heretofore given her assent that 
seventeen of them are right. 

Mr. RICE, of Massachusetts. Will the gentleman permit me ? 

Mr. WILSON. I ask the gentleman to wait one moment. But 
then the Secretary says, or the President through the Secretary says: 
‘*T ask Congress to aid me to solve the question of fact; to aid me in 
this way; let those cases be taken to the Court of Claims, and let that 
court say whether there is fraud as alleged.’’ 

Mr. SPRINGER. Will the gentleman allow me to say that from the 
statement which I read of Grosman Blanco in the presence of the House 
it appears, and that has been the position of Venezuela all the time, 
that there never has been an adjudication of a claim that is binding on 
the Venezuelan Government? 

Mr. WILLSON. Qh, I did not want to talk about the facts in the 
case, nor quote from Blanco. 

Mr. SPRINGER. The gentleman did talk about the facts. 

Mr. WILSON. I talked only of the issue here presented; Iam talk- 
ing about the legal question. 

Mr. SPRINGER. And I say the gentleman does not present the 
issue correctly. 





Mr. WILSON. Iam reading from the letter of Mr. Frelinghuysen, 
Secretary of State. 

Mr. SPRINGER. Mr. Frelinghuysen is mistaken. 

Mr. RICE, of Massachusetts. Will thegentleman from West Virginia 
allow me 

Mr. WILSON. In one munute. After you receive this communica- 
tion, the committee repudiate the recommendations of both the President 
and the Secretary of Stateand bring inabill here involving the integrity 
of the whole twenty-four claims. More than that, the Executive only 
asks, as a court might direct, that where fraud is suspected an inquiry 
of fact may be directed so as to surcharge the claim. The committee 
go a bow-shot further, and say ‘‘createanew commission and commence 
the trial of the causes de novo.”’ 

I undertake to say that no lawyer who enjoys a respectable standing 
at the bar would say that the resolution proposed is a compliance with 
the recommendation of the Executive. No tyro at the bar would risk 
his reputation by asserting that an order to surcharge a judgment or 
decree would be complied with by setting aside the order or decree. 

Mr. SPRINGER. Do I understand the gentleman as saying that no 
decree of a court has ever been opened for fraud? 

Mr. WILSON. No, sir; I did not say that. 

Mr. SPRINGER. What did you say? 

Mr. WILSON. I did not propose to reply to the argument of fact. 
The gentleman from Illinois has talked about the Venezuela commis- 
sioner, and Venezuela being plundered by him. Now, does he know the 
fact is proven that Venezuela has kept that commissioner whom she 
thus charged with fraud in an official position for a series of years; that 
after charging him with fraud she elevated him to a high position? 

Mr. SPRINGER. I do not know anything of the kind. 

Mr. WILSON. The gentleman stated awhile ago he knew the Mug- 
ray letter to be in Murray’s handwriting. Does the gentleman know 
it was proven by a bank officer who knows Murray’s handwriting well 
that the letter was not in Murray’s handwriting? 

Mr. SPRINGER. I am ready to be sworn and to testify that I know 
that letter to be in Murray’s handwriting. If the gentleman from 
West Virginia will look at the papers he will see it himself; and I am 
surprised that he will come here to defend a man for writing such a 
letter when that man has never attempted to defend it himself. 

Mr. WILSON. lam notdefending him. I am speaking here of the 
duty this Congress owes to the Secretary of State and to the executive 
head of the Government. 

Mr. RICE, of Massachusetts. My friend was kind enough to say [ 
might have a moment. 

Mr. WILSON. Certainly. 

Mr. RICE, of Massachusetts. I understood him to say that Vene- 
zuela had never protested against seventeen of these awards. 

Mr. WILSON. I did not say that. 

Mr. RICE, of Massachusetts. What did you say? 

Mr. WILSON. I will tell you what Isaid. I refer gentlemen to 
the letter of Secretary Frelinghuysen, and to a sentence in that letter 
to be found on page 33 of this report. He says: 

Against the awards to which no exception has been taken, seventeen in num- 
ber, Venezuela can not at this late day rightfully interpose a complaint. 

1 will say this, that in the earlier stages of the inquiry, for the first 
two or three years, Venezuela never raised her voice against any more 
than seven of these claims; it was an afterthought. 

Mr. RICE, of Massachusetts. Now will my earnest and enthusiastic 
friend allow me to read from a memorandum of a conversation between 
Sefier Castro and Mr. Seward, February 8, 1869, within less than one 
year after this commission had dissolved. 

Mr. WILSON. Iam familiar with that paper. Iam speaking of the 
letter of the Secretary of State. I am talking about the issue now 
before this House. 

Mr. RICE, of Massachusetts. This memorandum was transmitted 
to Congress. 

Mr. WILSON. I cannot consent to have all this taken out of my time. 

Mr. RICE, of Massachusetts. If the gentleman will not allow me 
to do so, the House will infer what I would read. 

Mr. WILSON. Goon. 

Mr. RICE, of Massachusetts. This is it: ‘‘Mr. Castro proceeded 
immediately to say that he regretted that it was his duty to present 
the views of his government concerning the conduct of the late claims 
convention, which had committed irregularities so gross that they an- 
nulled their awards.’’ There is no exception there. 

And I wish further to ask my friend what it is that the President 
recommends this House to consider; if it is not whether these awards 
were fraudulent and whether the proceedings of this commission were 
tainted with fraud ? 

Mr. WILSON. I can not submit to a long argument. You gentle- 
men have had all day for yourselves. I want to talk a little while 
about the issue pending here before Congress. 

Secretary Fish, in July, 1875, in a dispatch to our minister at Ven- 
ezuela, reviewed fully and ably the history of this entire transaction, 
sustaining the position of our Government, and showing the ground- 
lessness of the complaints of Venezuela, and the utter absence of any 
testimony to maintain their charge. Here is what Secretary Fish said. 
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Mr. RICE, of Massachusetts. 
ut. 
. Mr. COX, of New York. 
Mr. WILSON. 
ment with all this. 


That was before this testimony came 


Long before that. 
But I do not want to break in on my line of argu- 


I have been upon the Committee on Foreign Affairs | 


for the last three Congresses, and I am to-day the oldest member of the | 


Committee on Foreign Affairs in continuous service. 

I am the author of the act of 1878. I prepared that act with my own 
hands, because I thought the act of 1873should berepealed. I thought 
Congress had no power over the subject. I prepared the act that was 
adopted by this House with singular unanimity, and adopted also by 
the Senate and approved bythe President. In that act the House and 
the Senate declined to express any opinion on the merits of the subject, 
the question belonging entirely to the executive department. 

One word more. 
points them out, as being subject to the imputation of fraud. The other 
seventeen claims he says, by and with the advice and sanction of the 
President, ought not to be, and as far as the executive head of this 
Government is concerned, shall not be disturbed. 

Now, I want to talk to the House a moment upon the power of 
Congress over thissubject. Under the articles of the old confederation 
this House had a voice in the ratification or rejection of treaties with 
foreign powers. But by the convention which framed our present Con- 
stitution that power was taken away from this House. Under the pres- 
ent Constitution the House of Representatives has no control, any more 
than any other tribunal in the land, over the ratification or the rejection 
of a treaty. 

Mr. PAGE. Not all treaties. 

Mr. WILSON. Of all treaties. The President is the treaty-mak- 
ing power, subject only to ratification by the Senate; two-thirds of the 
Senators present voting so to do make the treaty the supreme law of 
the land. 

I can go back very far in our history, and if this House desires to 
have read I will read you an analogous case. It commenced in 1796, 


just after the Jay treaty had been adopted between this country and | 


Great Britain. 

Our minister to Great Britain, John Jay, who had negotiated that 
treaty, came to Philadelphia and was burned in effigy; he was mobbed. 
The question came before Congress, and this House propounded a reso- 
lution which I hold here in my hand. 


I ask the Clerk to read that resolution in his clear, stentorian voice | 


[laughter] for the benefit of my friend on the right and my friend on 
the left. I want to say to the members of the House that this simple 
question came nearer overthrowing this Government than any other 
one question of peace or war from that day to this. 

The Clerk read as follows: 

Resolved, That the President of the United States be requested to lay before 
this House a copy of the instructions to the minister of the United States, who 
negotiated the treaty with the King of Great Britain communicated by his mes- 
sage of the Ist of March, together with the correspondence and other documents 
relative to the said treaty. 

Mr. WILSON, The Jay treaty had just been adopted; there was 
great dissatisfaction with it in the country. As I beiore observed, Mr. 
Jay was burned in effigy in Philadelphia. General Washington was 
denounced. The entire force who gave sanction to that treaty were 
vilified and abused from one end of the country to the other. 

No action of this House ever created greater commotion or came nearer 
overthrowing the Government than did the simple inquiry proposed in 
that resolutign, asking President Washington to state to the House ot 
Representatives what instructions he had given to our minister in Great 
Britain while negotiating that treaty. The question was discussed in 
the House for weeks. We have only brief notes of the discussion at 
that day, but they fill seven hundred printed pages. 

I have not time to read extracts from the speeches of various distin- 
guished men, embracing those who had taken part in framing the Con- 
stitution—men whose swords had leaped from their scabbards and whose 
blood flowed like water in defense of our liberties. The fathers of the 
Republic declared at that time that this question came neurer to over- 
throwing the Government than any other propounded up to that time. 
I will read a few extracts from the speech of Mr. Buck, a patriot of that 
day, one of the fathers of the Republic: 

Iam opposed to the resolution now under consideration, not from an appre- 
hension that the papers referred to will not bear the public scrutiny, or from a 
belief that there would be the least reluctance on the part of the Executive to 
deliver them on account of any such apprehensions of his; but I am opposed 
to the resolution in point of principle. 

* + + * * * « 

If we are to take upon ourselves the right of judging whether it was expedient 
to make the treaty or not, whether it is as good a one as might have been ob- 
tained or not, and if we are to assume the power of judging upon the merits as 
well as the constitutionality of it, then those papers may be necessary; and if we 
possess the power of thus judging, then we equally possess the right to call for 
those papers. But from whence do we derive this right and power? Have the 
people, when coolly deliberating upon and forming the Constitution, which is the 
expression of their dispassionate will, in that Constitution given us this right? 
No; not a syllable in the Constitution that even intimates the idea, Do we pos- 
sess the right merely because we are the Representatives of the people? No; 
that can not be, for we are the Representatives only for particular purposes, and 
the Constitution has prescribed to us our bounds and assigned to us the limits 
of our powers as well as to the Executive. 

* = 


« * 








| 


jority. 


As I consider the passing of this resolution a direet step toward the abolition 
of those sacred rights for which we have fought and bled, should I give my con 
sentto it the blood which I have shed and my own mutilated frame would re 
proach me 

[Cries of ~~ Voen?** *Vote!’’] 

Gentlemen, I do not objec tto your calling for a vote. L have desired 
only to explain my own position. So long as I have been connected with 
the Committee on Foreign Attairs, and with the Congress of the United 
States, Ihave never raised my voice and I will never raise my voice to 
aid any department of the Government to encroach on the rights ot 
another co-ordinate department. Here is a flagrant encroachment pro 
posed a proposition to do that which we have no more power todo than 
you have to go into the Senate of the United States and cast your vote 


without having amembership in that body. Lf you desire to pass the 


r to ; | bill which the Secretary of State asked you to pass, or which the Senate 
Secretary Frelinghuysen named these seven claims, 


of the United States has passed, I shall waive my objection. 

I might go on citing precedent after precedent to show that the 
popular branch of Congress has no authority upon such a question as 
this. When President Andrew Jackson had the public deposits r 
oved from the Bank of the United States, Congress for some r 
or other sent to him an inquiry asking what instructions he had ¢iven 
his officials on that subject. President Jackson in reply said, as clearly 
as language could say, *‘ It is none of the business of the House of Rep 
resentatives, and I do not propose to answer the question.”’ And he 
did not answer it. The popular branch of Congress, assumine p 
atives that did not belong to them, undertook to encroach upon th 
rights and powers of the Executive, and President Jackson 1 pelled 
the encroachment. 

One word to my friend from Illinois [Mr. SPRINGER], a man 


asoh 


rerow 


‘ 


whoni 


I love. God bless him! ‘* With all his taults I love him still! 
[Laughter.] But since he has ** pitched into’? me so savagely, sin 
he has * gone for’? me so fero< iously, I will remind him oft anothe 


little incident. 

It was when the Democratic party came into power in 1875. 1 had 
the honor then to be a member of this House. We had detvated the Re 
publican party and captured this branch of Congress by over sixty ma 
We looked to our triend 


from Illinois [Mr. SPRINGER] as : 


man who was to bore the Radical party for oil. [Laughter.] He went 
at them witha will. He offered a good many resolutions which stag 
gered and dumbtounded them Attcera while heconceived the brilliant 


idea of offering a resolutionin reference to the places 
dent discharged the duties of his office. 
name of Grant as President of the 1 tes, a kind of horse-jockey 
President, frequently running to Long Branch, attending horse 


and I[ will eallon him,’’ said Mr. SPRINGER, 


at which th 
‘*}Lere we have a man by the 


ted Stat 


Presi 


Ces 
“to tell this House wher 
he performs the duties of hisoffice."’ | Laughter.] Thereupon my friend 
trom Illinois offered a resolution to have President Grant arraigned be 

fore the bar of public opinion and compel him to disclose the tacts called 


for. ‘Where, you son-ol-a-gun, have you been doing the duties of youn 
office 7"? [ Great lauchte - Mr. SPRINGER rose Well, I take back 
the expression ‘‘son-of-a-gun."?— [ Laughter. | , 

Mr. SPRINGER. I did not introduce the resolution to which the 


gentleman refers. It was introduced by another gentleman 


Mr. WILSON. His nameis WILLIAM M.SPRINGER. [Great laugh 
ter. | 

Mr. SPRINGER. I did not introduce the resolution to which the 
gentleman refers. 

Mr. ANDERSON. Did you vote tor it? [Cries of ‘* Vote!’ 

Mi. WILSON. Who did introduce it, then? 

Mr. SPRINGER. It was introduced by Mr. BLACKBURN, of Ken 
tucky. 

Mr. WILSON. I thought it was the handsome and versatile gentle 


man from Illinois who did it But never mind that Phat re 


olution 


was passed We were chuckling to ourselves how we were going t 
cook Grant's goose | Laughter.| Well, President Grant received the 
resolution, and inh s reply he said to the Speaker of the House ot Rep 
resentatives, *‘ I] have tostate in reply to your resolution that 1 eck 
cessor, George Washington, performed his executive duties at certain 
places, and my other predeces ors, Adamsand Jetierson, per d thet 
executive duties at certain other places; my prede J nad 
Martin Van Buren performed their duties at certainother pl o fia 
as I am concerned, I beg leave to say to you that it is none of your 
business and I will not answer yout lution I hits 

Well, as I have said, the Democratic party came into power here in 
this House with a majority of over ty, and yet by just such acts we 
were not able to retain our hold ot power in th Ilouse 

Such, Mr. Speaker, was the result in that « hen this branch « 


Congress attempted to usurp the powers of the Executive or eall for 
formation we had no right to call for. Dut 


ifest case of encroachment by this 


there can be no more man 


House upon the power of the Exc 


tive than we have presented to us in the resolution now pendin Lut 
there is another matter to which I wish to reter 

This subject came up on a bill somewhat similar to this one rl 
bill was not offered by Mr. BLACKBURN, of Kentucky, but by my friend 
from Dlinois [ Mr. SPRINGER] That bill went to the Committee on 
Foreign Affairs. It provided for having these matters referred to th 


Court of Claims The Committee on Foreign Affairs, that 


is those w he 
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reported on it—I did not—ignored the bill, ignored the gentleman who 
offered it, ignored the recommendations of the President, ignored the 
recommendations of the State Department, and they brought in here a. 
resolution, not to accomplish the purpose of the State Department, but 
proposition to accomplish a wholly different object. Now, sir, Presi- 
dent Arthur to-day can provide for another treaty without the aid of 
this House : : : 

To pass this resolution is to pass beyond the boundary line between 
two co-ordinate branches of the Government. We have no more power 
to do it than the President has to come in here and vote as a member 
of this House. The President, under the power given to him by the 
Constitution, in polite terms has asked this House to remit to the Court 
of Claims—not to let the Court of Claims decide the constitutionality 
of any question involved, not to dectde in reference to any question of 
international law, but to decide whether from the evidence fraud was 
committed in the procurement of some of these awards. 

This resolution provides for a new mixed commission under a treaty 
between the United States and Venezuela. Let me read justa few ex- 
tracts, if you please, from President Washington’s message to show how 
unauthorized this action would be: 

Having been a member of the general convention, and knowing the principles 
on Which the Constitution was formed, I have ever entertained but one opinion 
on this subject, and from the first establishment of the Government to this mo- 
ment my conduct has exemplified that opinion, that the power of making treaties 
is exclusively vested in the President, by and with the advice and consent of the 
Senate, provided two-thirds of the Senators present concur ; and that every treaty 
so made and promulgated thenceforward becomes the law of the land. 

E 7 a 7 a * * 

In those journals [those of the general convention] it will appear that a propo- 

sition was made * that no treaty should be binding on the United States which was 


not ratified by law,” and that the proposition was explicitly rejected. 
s * - * » * * 


And as it is essential to the due administration of the Government that the 
boundaries fixed by the Constitution between different departments should be 
preserved, a just regard to the Constitution and to the duty of my office under 
all the circumstances forbid a compliance with your request. 

G. WASHINGTON. 

The Journal shows that a proposition was made in the Constitutional 
Convention that no treaty should be binding on the United States which 
was not ratified by law. There was a proposition made in the conven- 
tion which framed our present Constitution that the popular branch of 
Congress should have a vote on the subject of treaties, but that propo- 
sition was deliberately voted down. The Articles of Confederation did 
not work well, and that convention was asssembled, representing all 
the States, for the purpose of adopting a new constitution, and to form 
a more perfect union. 

One question was distinctly settled, and that was that the popular 
branch of the Congress should have no power over the question of treaties. 
They decided that that question should be left entirely to the Execu- 
tive, who isthe beginner, theauthor, andthe finisherof treaties, provid- 
ing always that no treaty should be valid until two-thirds of the Sen- 
ate had concurred in the same. Now, Mr. Speaker, I am not talking 
at random upon that question. I state it from the book, and I say that 
this resolution which is presented here is a departure, a clear, plain, 
and palpable departure, from that principle of constitutional power 
which the convention saw proper to establish, and is in my judgment 
a manifest—lI will not say impertinent—interference with the powers of 
the Executive. If you want to formulate a resolution upon the sub- 
ject in accord with the recommendation of the Executive, why in God’s 
name do you not do it? Take the judgment of the Secretary of State 
and carry out his ideas. I will not consent to any measure that 
trenches upon the prerogatives of any other co-ordinate department of 
this Government. 

Referring again tothe question under consideration, the Executive has 
virtually said to this House, ‘I do not ask you to determine what ques- 
tions of international law are involved in this matter, nor what power 
the Executive has. I only want you togive me the means to solve a 
doubt upon the question of frand, not of the executive power, but of 
fact.’’ He does not ask the appointment of a new commission. He 
does not ask you to take into consideration the question of fraud. He 
only asks you to give him the means to remove the doubt which exists 
in his own mind. 

Will you ignore his request? Will you wring from him the power 
which he has under the Constitution? Will you wrest from him his 
authority under the law and frame a new commission and try the case 
de novo, without his consent and inferentially against his will? You 
propose in this bill to wring from the President the power that he has 
under the Federal Constitution. 

ENROLLED BILLS SIGNED. 

Mr. SUALLENBERGER, from the Committee on Enrolled Bills, re- 
ported that the committee had examined and found truly enrolled a 
bill of the following title; when the Speaker signed the same: 

A bill (1. R. 7052) making appropriations forthe Agricultural Depart- 
ment of the Government for the fiscal year ending June 30, 1884, and 
for other purposes. 

VENEZUELA MIXED COMMISSION. 

Mr. BLOUNT. I desire to occupy the time of the House only for 

four or five minutes. [Cries of ** Vote!’’ ‘* Vote!’’] 











The SPEAKER. 
time. 

Mr. BLOUNT. And I shall occupy but little of the time I reserved. 

Mr. RICE, of Massachusetts. I desire to give notice that after the 
gentleman from Georgia has spoken I shall move the previous question. 

Mr. PAGE. I suggest that the gentleman from Massachusetts can 
not move the previous question until the joint resolution is considered 
in the Committee of the Whole under the five-minute rule. 

The SPEAKER. Thejointresolution is not in the Committee of the 
Whole. 

Mr. PAGE. Itisin the House as in Committee of the Whole, ac- 
cording to the order that it was to be considered in the House as in 
Committee of the Whole. 

The SPEAKER. The previous question may be ordered upon the 
resolution, as it was on the motion of the gentleman from California 
[ Mr. PAGE] himself the other day on the shipping bill. 

Mr. BLOUNT. I desire to call the attention of the House to a state- 
ment of the gentleman who has just taken his seat [Mr. WiLson] that 
the State Department have declared that there was no assault except 
upon seven of these claims. Those seven claims amounted to $794,000 
of the award. The remaining claims amount to about $459,000. The 
Venezuelan Government and its representatives here are not asking 
that those shall be reviewed at all. While they claim that the whole 
matter has been fraudulent they are willing to avoid any issue as to 
$459,000. The seven claims amount to $794,000. 

The gentleman from West Virginia, who has just spoken, attempts 
to obstruct this resolution by a suggestion that we are in conflict with 
the President of the United States upon a constitutional question as to 
where the treaty power resides. Now, Mr. Speaker, this matter has 
been for a great many years considered by the Executive and by Con- 
gress. I hold in my hand a joint resolution in reference to the pay- 
ment of awards by the Venezuela mixed commission. In that joint 
resolution I find this provision: 

That the President of the United States is hereby requested to withhold further 
demands on the Government of Venezuela on account of the awards of the 


mixed commission organized under the treaty of April 25, 1866, between the United 
States and Venezuela, until the 4th March, 1877. 


The gentleman from Georgia reserved some of his 


That time has expired, and the various reports of committees of the 
House of Representatives have induced the Executive of the United 
States to feel it his duty to stand still in the presence of the charges 
against that commission. TheSecretary of State has, in his communi- 
cation to the President upon this very subject, made this declaration: 

After so many and so decided authoritative expressions of opinion from repre- 
sentatives of one part of the legislative branch of the Government, it seems im- 

ssible for the Executive, in its relations with a foreign power, to say that there 
is nothing in these transactions which ought to be inquired into. On the con- 
trary, the honor of the country requires that everything of which Venezuela 
may rightfully complain should be investigated. 

This is the language of the Secretary of State, and he simply sug- 
gests the reference of these claims to the Court of Claims. The Presi- 
dent makes no recommendation upon the subject. He calls the atten- 
tion of Congress to the fact that their final settlement has been postponed 
from year to year, and to the reports that have been made. He saysit 
is time that one branch or the other should act, and he is awaiting our 
action; not suggesting any particular line of action, but waiting for some 
action from us. He isasking it at our hands. He is not at issue with 
us on any constitutional question; not at all. On the contrary he is 
inviting suggestions from us. 

And I desire to say, sir, that I have never heard this question of con- 
stitutionality raised but once before. This whole argument upon the 
power of the Executive and the power of Congress on the subject of 
treaties was elaborately presented by the attorney of the claimants un- 
der this fraudulent award to the Committee on Foreign Affairs. They 
have sought to use that power to protect themselves against setting aside 
this award on account of its fraud and corruption and infamy. And 
that is the only occasion on which the Committee on Foreign Affairs 
have ever heard any suggestion as to constitutionality. 

The Committee on Foreign Affairs and the Executive are in thorough 
accord; and I trust, sir, that with unanimity or almost entire unan- 
imity—my friend from West Virginia dissents, but I trust there will be 
no other dissent on the part of the House of Representatives—this re- 
port will be adopted, and that the expression of the House will be so 
decided that this whole country and that all countries may understand 
that the sentiment of honor, the sentiment of regard for national integ- 
rity permeates the House of Representatives and every American citizen. 

Mr. WILSON. I desire to say just one word. [Cries of ** Vote!” 
““Vote!’’?] I hope gentlemen will listen to me for a moment. 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman from Massachusetts [Mr. Ricr] is 


| recognized. 


Mr. RICE, of Massachusetts. I demand the previous question. 

Mr. WILSON. I desire to make one remark in reply to the gentle- 
man from Georgia. I believe I had the floor before the gentleman trom 
Massachusetts was recognized to call the previous question. 

I wish to say a word about this fling of the gentleman from Georgia 
at me. The gentleman says he never heard this argument before but 
once, and that was in the Committee on Foreign Affairs. If the yentle- 


man had read the book of his ancestor, the book of Mr. Blount, of 
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Georgia, who was in Congress in the time of the Revolutionary War, he 
would have found a statement of the same doctrine; and I think the 
Mr. Biount of to-day would not, if he had read that book, be holcing 
the position on this question he now does. The gentleman tells the 
House I have misrepresented what the Secretary of State recommends 
here. Let me read an extract referring to this very matter, and I ask 
gentlemen to listen: 

The Secretary of State recommends the passage of an act which will direct 
the Court of Claims, upon the documentary evidence now in the Department of 


State, or printed in Congressional documents, and upon such further proofas may | mittee on Commerce. 


be submitted under the rules made or to be made by the court, to hear and de- 
termine, with or without counsel, as the court may decide, whether any, and, if 
so, which of the seven awards objected to by Venezuela were obtained by fraud 
or corruption, &e. 

Mr. RICE, of Massachusetts. And the Senate committee has re- 
ported that the Court of Claims has no jurisdiction in the matter. 

Mr. WILSON. The Secretary of State asks a specific thing; asks 
that this Congress shall pass an act referring this question to the Court 
of Claims, and that they shall report whether or not any of the seven 
claims complained of by Venezuela are fraudulent. 

Mr. MILLS. Did not the gentleman from Massachusetts [Mr. Rice] 
ask the previous question on this joint resolution? 

The SPEAKER. He did, but withdrew it and yielded to the gentle- 
man from West Virginia [Mr. WrLson]. 

Mr. WILSON. Here is an amendment which I want to offer. 
to the joint resolution these words: 

Provided, That the seven awards heretofore contested by Venezuela shall be 
regarded as prima facie just unless it shall appear from evidence offered, and to 
be offered, that they are clearly and manifestly fraudulent. 

In other words, that you may surcharge them, but not tear them 
down entirely. 

Mr. RICE, of Massachusetts. I object to that amendment. 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman did not obtain the floor for the 
purpose of offering an amendment. 


Mr. WILSON. Does the gentleman object to the amendment? 
Mr. RICE, of Massachusetts. I do object to it. 


Mr. WILSON. I gave notice that I would offer it. 

Mr. RICE, of Massachusetts. I now call the previous question. 

Mr. COX, of New York. Iask the gentleman to give me one mo- 
mem. 

Many MEMBERS. Vote! vote! 

The SPEAKER. The question is upon ordering the previous ques- 
tion on the engrossment and third reading of the joint resolution. 

The previous question was ordered; and under the operation thereof 
the joint resolution was ordered to be engrossed for a third reading, and 
it was accordingly read the third time. 

The question was upon the passage of the joint resolution. 

Mr. RICE, of Massachusetts. I call the previous question. 

The previous question was ordered; and under the operation thereof 
the joint resolution was passed. 

Mr. RICE, of Massachusetts, moved to reconsider the vote by which 
the joint resolution was passed; and also moved that the motion to re- 
consider be laid on the table. 

The latter motion was agreed to, 

ORDER OF BUSINESS. 

Mr. REED. I move that the House now adjourn. 

The SPEAKER. Pending the motion to adjourn the Chair will sub- 
mit the request of a member. 

WITHDRAWAL OF PAPERS. 

By unanimous consent, leave was granted for the withdrawal of papers 
from the files of the House to Mr. MACKEY, the papers and petition in 
the case of James F. Hogan, now before the Committee on Claims. 

BRIDGE ACROSS THE MISSISSIPPI. 

Mr. HITT, by unanimous consent, introduced a bill (H. R. 7317) to 
amend an act entitled *‘ An act to authorize the construction of a pon- 
ton wagon-bridge across the Mississippi River at or near the city of 
Dubuque, in the State of Iowa;’’ which was read a first and second 
time, referred to the Committee on Commerce, and ordered to be 
printed. 

AMERICAN SEAMEN. 
Mr. MCLEAN, of Missouri, by unanimous consent, introduced a bill 


(H. R. 7318) to encourage American seamen, and to provide for aged, | 


helpless, and disabled seamen, and for other purposes; which was read a 
lirst and second time, referred to the Committee on Naval Affairs, and 
ordered to be printed. 
ORDER OF BUSINESS. 
Mr. MILLS. I call for the regular order. 
_ The SPEAKER. The regular order is the motion of the gentleman 
trom Maine [Mr. REED], that the House now adjourn. 
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man Boker & Co., and others, importers and dealers in percussion caps, 

praying that percussion caps be taken from the list of goods classed as 
explosives—to the Committee on Ways and Means. 

Mr. BELTZHOOVER: The petitionof A. Watson, asking forthe trans 





| fer of the weather bureau of the Signal Service to the Interior Depart 


ment—to the Committee on Military Affairs. 
By Mr. CALKINS: The petition of the mayor and common coun 


| of Michigan City, Indiana, on the subject of the communication of the 


| 


Add | 








The motion was agreed to; and accordingly (at 4 o’clock and 30 min- | 


utes p.m.) the House adjourned. 


PETITIONS, ETC. 
The following petitions and papers were laid on the Clerk’s desk, 
under the rule, and referred as follows: 


By Mr. BELMONT: The petition of the Albert Finch Company, Her- | 





i 


Secretary of War on the riverand harbor appropriations—to the Com 

By Mr. GUNTER: The petition of George W. Grayson, for balance 
of salary due under Creek Indian treaty, August 11, 1866—to the Com- 
mittee on Appropriations. 

By Mr. HATCH: Memorial of the Saint Louis Cotton Exchange, pro 
testing against the transfer of the Signal Service Bureau to the Interior 
Department—to the Committee on Military Affairs 

By Mr. HOLMAN: Papers relatingto the claim of Lewis Hartwell 
to the Committee on War Claims 


By Mr. LORD: The petition of the Detroit (Michigan) Board of Trade, 
for completion of improvements at Lime Kiln Crossing, Detroit River 
to the Committee on Commerce. 

Also, the petition of 150 citizens of Detroit, Michigan, for continuan 
of immigrant inspection forsanitary purposes—to the Committee on the 
Public Health. 

By Mr. MOREY: Papers relating to the claim of A. C. Morgan—to 


the Committee on Military Affairs 

By Mr. O'NEILL: Memorial of tin-plate manufacturers, protesting 
against a reduction of the duty on the same—to 
Ways and Means. 

By Mr. PEIRCE: The petition of Ira H. Gillum and 19 others, ex 
Union soldiers of Parke County, Indiana, protesting against the reduc 
tion of internal-revenue taxes, and asking for an equalization of boun 
ties—to the same committee. 

By Mr. RAY: Papers relating to the claim of Thomas Lynch—to the 
Committee on Claims. 

By Mr. REED: The petition of John W. Munger & Co., for a light 
ship at Cape Hatteras—to the Committee on Commerce. 

By Mr. A. H. SMITH: The petition of C. C. Werth and 81 others, 
of Jacob Morrow and 53 others, of J. K. Umble and 27 others, and ot 
Jacob Evans and 33 others, citizens of Lancaster County, Pennsylvania 
for increase of duty on Sumatra tobacco—severally to the Committee 
on Ways and Means. 

By Mr. WASHBURN: The petition of workingmen, consumers of tin 
plates and sheet-iron, protesting against increasing duties on tin and 
sheet-iron—to the same committee. 

By Mr. WHITE: The petition of A. T. Hurst, for relief—to the same 
committee. 


the Committe 


on 


The following petitions for reduction of duty on sugar were presented 
and referred to the Committee on Ways and Means: 

By Mr. ALDRICH: Of J. C. Wheaton and 31 others, of Wheaton, 
Illinois. 

By Mr. BELMONT: Of William MeNish and 37 others, of Cutchogue, 
Long Island, New York. 

By Mr. BELTZHOOVER: Of J. K. 
field, Pennsylvania. 

By Mr. BROWNE: Of 14 citizens of Pennville, Indiana. 

By Mr. J. C. BURROWS: ‘Of Oliver Aldrich and 46 others, of Ken 
dall, Michigan. 

By Mr. CARPENTER: Of S. K. Winne and 78 others, of Humboldt, 
Humboldt County, and of L. 
County, Iowa. 

sy Mr. CULLEN: Of Charles M. Henssgen and 27 others, of Joliet 
Illinois. 

By Mr. DEERING: Of 65 citizens of Flovd County, Iowa 

By Mr. DE MOTTE: Of J. M. Ballou and &8 others, of Monticello 
Indiana. 

By Mr. GUENTHER: Of George W. Wray and 21 others 
nee, Wisconsin. 


Birdler and 44 others, of Plain 


T. Jones and 125 others, of Sae City, Sa 


ot Kewan 


By Mr. HATCH: Of C. Hardman and 69 others, of La Grange, Mis 
souri. 

By Mr. HOLMAN: Of King Newbro and 41 others, of Clarksburgh, 
and of R. A. Jamieson and 34 others, of Patriot, Indiana 

By Mr. HUMPHREY: Of G. H. Anderson and 37 others, of Paola, 


Kansas, and of Robert Sandon and 41 others, of Ontario, Wisconsin 
sy Mr. POUND: Of James Bardon & Co. and others, citizens of Su 
perior, and of Elias Boynton and 44 others, of New Lisbon, Wisconsin 
By Mr. RYAN: Of H. W. Andrews & Co. and others, of Welling 
ton; of D. W. Friend and 77 others, of Augusta; of H. C. Stone and 
14 others, of Topeka; of L. Martin and 70 others, of Cottonwood; ot 
Thomas Bruce and 75 others, of Howard; of A. Strutle and 53 others, 
of Madison; and of T. W. Tucker and 71 others, of Florence, Kansas 
By Mr. TALBOTT: Of A. H. Shultz and 29 others, of Peter Hines 
and 32 others, of John H. Chew and 50 others, and of William IF. Cow 
man and 25 others, citizens of Baltimore, Maryland 
By Mr. URNER: Of Adam FE. Hutchins and othei 
Robinson and 25 others, of Elkhart Mines, ot 


3, of Jam li 


D. H. Wyand and 65 
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others. and of F. M. Gramlick and 13 others, of Cumberland; of James 
taumgardner and 79 others, of Frederick; of J. Van Glosen and 82 
others, of Hancock; of Benjamin White and 37 others, of Poolsville; of | 
M. St. Rohrback and 73 others, of Frederick; and of D. P. Fahrney | 
and 79 others, of Hagerstown, Maryland. 


SENATE. 
THURSDAY, January 18, 1885. 


The Senate met at 11 a. m. 
BuLvock, D. D. 
The Journal of yesterday's proceedings was read and approved. 


Prayer by the Chaplain, Rev. J. J. 


LITHOGRAPHING AND ENGRAVING CONTRACTS. 

The PRESIDENT protempore. If there be no petitions or memorials, 
reports of committees are next in order. 

Mr. ANTHONY. The Committee on Printing, to which was referred 
the bill (S. 2370) to amend section 3780 of the Revised Statutes, directs 
me to report it without amendment, and to ask for its present consid- 
eration. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. Let it be read for information. 

After reading, by unanimous consent, the Senate, as in Committee 
of the Whole, proceeded to consider the bill. It amends section 3780 
of the Revised Statutes so as to read: 

When the probable cost of the maps or plates accompanying one work or doc- 
ument exceeds $1,200, the lithographing or engraving thereof shall be awarded 
to the lowest and best bidder, after advertisement, by the Congressional Printer, 
under the direction of the Joint Committee on Public Printing. Butthe com- 
mittee may authorize him to make immediate contracts for lithographing or 
engraving whenever, in their opinion, the exigencies of the public service do not 
justify advertisements for proposals. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. Will the Senator explain to us what the present 
law is? 

Mr. ANTHONY. The present law limits to $250 the amount of a 
contract to be let without advertisement. The law requires the adver- 
tisement to be put in twelve different papers, and the cost of advertis- 
ing is much more than the difference between the highest and the low- 
est bids. 

Mr. EDMUNDS 
$1,200. 

Mr. ANTHONY. This earries it up to $1,200, under the direction ot 
the Joint Committee on Printing. 

The bill was reported to the Senate without amendment, ordered to 
be engrossed for a third reading, read the third time, and passed. 

PRINTING OF HOUSE TARIFF BILL. 

Mr. ANTHONY. Yesterday I reported from the Committee on Print- 
ing a concurrent resolution from the House of Representatives authoriz- 
ing the printing of extra copies of the tariff bill reported in the House, 
and the resolution was laid over under objection. It would be a con- 
venience to the other House and a courtesy on our part to pass it at 
once 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. 
formation 

The resolution was read and concurred in, as follows: 

Resolved by the House of Representatives (the Senate concurring), That 6,000 copies 


of the bill (HL. R. 7313) to impose duties upon foreign imports, and accompany- | 


ing reports, be printed, of which 2,000 copies shall be for the use of the Senate 
and 4,000 copies for the use of the House. 


REPORTS OF COMMITTEES. 
Mr. LAPHAM, trom the Committee on Patents, to whom was referred 


the bill (S. 2070) for the relief of the Union Metallic Cartridge Company, | 
reported it with an amendment, and submitted a report thereon, which | 


was ordered to be printed. 

Mr. COKE. Lam directed by the Committee on Commerce, towhom 
was referred the joint resolution (S. R. 126) providing for the purchase 
of steam-launches for use in the harbors of Galveston, Texas, and Mo- 
bile, Alabama, to report it favorably and without amendment. Iam 
further directed by the committee to ask for action upon the joint reso- 
lution at this time. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. I should like to see it in print. 

Mr. COKE. Then I give notice that I shallask to take it upand con- 
sider it to-morrow morning after the routine morning business. 

Mr. PMDMUNDs. That is all right. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The joint resolution will be placed on 
the Calendar. 

Mr. VANCE. 
Columbia, to whom was referred the bill (H. R. 7226) to punish larceny 


from the person in the District of Columbia, to report it without amend- | 


ment with « recommendation that it be passed. I file a letter from 
Judge Snell, of this city, with the bill in the nature of a report. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The report will be printed. 

Mr. MORRILL, from the Committee on Finance, to whom was re- 
ferred the bill (S. 2305) authorizing the commissioner of the Freedman’s 


Savings and Trust Company to examine and audit certain claims against | 
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The resolution will be read for in- | 


I am authorized by the Committee on the District of | 
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said company and to pay certain dividends barred by the act of Febru- 

ary 21, 1881, and for other purposes, reported it without amendment 
COAST SURVEY REPORT. 

Mr. ANTHONY, from the Committee on Printing, to whom was re- 


| ferred a letter from the Secretary of the Treasury transmitting, in com- 


pliance with section 4690 of the Revised Statutes of the United States, 
a report of the Superintendent of the Coast and Geodetic Survey for the 
year ending June 30, 1882, reported the following resolution: which 
was considered by unanimous consent, and agreed to: 

Resolved by the Senate (the House of Depesenietios concurring), That the report 
of the Superintendent of the Coast and Geodetic Survey for 1881-82 be printed 
and that 3,000 additional copies be printed for the use of the Superintendent of 
the Coast Survey, the engraving to be given out by contract under existing laws 
and executed and printed to the satisfaction of the Public Printer and the Super 
intendent of the Coast and Geodetic Survey. 


BILLS INTRODUCED. 


Mr. CHILCOTT asked and, by unanimous consent, obtained leave 
to introduce a bill (8. 2383) for the relief of Anthony Joseph and Pedro 
J. Jaramillo; which was read twice by its title, and referred to the Com- 
mittee on Claims. 

Mr. BUTLER asked and, by unanimous consent, obtained leave t: 
introduce a bill (8S. 2384) to authorize the retirement of Colonel Henry 
J. Hunt, Fifth United States Artillery, with the rank and pay of briga- 
dier-general; which was read twice by its title, and, with the accompany - 
ing papers, referred to the Committee on Military Affairs. 

Mr. MORGAN asked and, by unanimous consent, obtained leave t 
introduce a bill (S. 2385) for the relief of Henry H. Sibley; which was 
read twice by its title, and referred to the Committee on Claims. 

Mr. RANSOM asked and, by unanimous consent, obtained leave t 
introduce a bill (S. 2386) to authorize the purchase of a wharf for th: 
use of the Government in Wilmington, North Carolina; which was read 
twice by its title, and referred to the Committee on Commerce. 


WITHDRAWAL OF PAPERS. 


| On motion of Mr. VOORHEES, it was 

Ordered, That permission be given to withdraw from the files of the Sena 
| 

' 

| 

| 

| 





certain papers of the late William S. Carr, subject to the rule governing > 
cases. 
PRINTING OF TESTIMONY. 
On motion of Mr. MORRILL, it was 
Ordered, That certain testimony concerning the bill CH. R. 55388) to reduc: 
| ternal-revenue taxation, now being taken by the Committee on Financ 
printed for the use of the committee. 


POURTH ARKANSAS INFANTRY. 
Mr. GARLAND. I submit the following resolution, and ask tor it 
| present consideration: 

Resolved, That the Secretary of War be directed to inform the Senate what a: 
tion has been taken under the provisions of the resolution approved March |» 
1870, providing for the payment of the Fourth Arkansas Mounted Infantry V« 
unteers, and to furnish copies of all papers, correspondence, aud muster-rol!- 
on file in his Department, relating to said organization. 


The Senate, by unanimous consent, proceeded to consider the resol 
tion. 

Mr. GARLAND. The Secretary of War has discovered that poss 
bly the resolution of 1870 can not be enforced on account of some diili 
culty in the rolls or the papers in his office, and it is necessary to get 
copies of them that we may know what legislation is necessary to carr 
the resolution into effect. 

Mr. COCKRELL. I suggest to the Senator from Arkansas that hi 
certainly does not want copies of all the muster-rolls of that regiment 
It would entail a work that would take months and months to copy al! 
the various muster-rolls of the regiment from the beginning of the 01 
ganization down to the close. 

Mr. GARLAND. I do not know what will be the amount of work 
but as there seems to be difficulty in the matter, and we want to see 1! 
| we can remedy it, we can not very well shorten the inquiry and mec 
the difficulty suggested. Let the resolution go in that shape, and 11 tl 
Secretary of War says there will be any difliculty about it we canarrany 
it in some other manner. 

The resolution was agreed to. 

DISTRICT POLICE FORCE. 

Mr. INGALLS. I reported from the Committee on the District 
Columbia a few days since a House bill to increase the police force o 
the District of Columbia, and for other purposes, for which I suppo- 
there can be no doubt a great necessity exists. If it is to pass, an add 
tional appropriation will be required. The bill making appropriation- 
for the District of Columbia is now before the Committee on Appr: 
priations, and I should like to have the bill acted upon this mornin: 
on that account, if possible, so that the Committee on Appropriatio 
may know what action to take in regard to that appropriation bill. |! 
| there is no objection I ask that the bill may be taken up for considers 
tion. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. 
let us hear what it is. 

The Acting Secretary read the bill : 

By unanimous consent, the Senate, as in Committee of the Whol: 


The bill had better be read for information an. 
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proceeded to consider the bill (H. R. 3575) to increase the police force 
of the District of Columbia, and for other purposes. 

The bill was reported from the Committee on the District of Colum- 
bia with amendments. 

The first amendment was, in section 1, line 8, after ‘‘exceeding,’’ to 
strike out ‘‘three hundred’’ and insert ‘‘two hundred and fifty;’’ so 
as to read: 

That section 340 of the Revised Statutes of the United States, relating to the 
District of Columbia, be, and the same hereby is, amended so as to read as follows: 

“The police force shall consist of the following officers, namely :* One major, 
one captain, ten lieutenants, twenty sergeants, such number of privates, not ex- 
ceeding two hundred and fifty, for the regular service.” 

Mr. CAMERON, of Wisconsin. I will inquire of the Senator from 
Kansas how much this bill will increase the police force, if it becomes 
alaw? 

Mr. INGALLS. The maximum number of police which the com- 
missioners are now authorized to appoint is two hundred. ‘The bill as 
amended authorizes them to increase the number to two hundred and 
fifty. The chairman of the board informs me that from twenty-five to 
thirty additional will probably be the number that will be required for 
the present. It does not change the official staff of the police force. 

The purpose of the bill is also to abolish the present detective force, 
about which so much scandal has recently been disseminated, and to 
permit the commissioners to designate a detective force from the rank 
and file of the police. For this purpose they ask an abrogation of so 
much of the law requiring this force to be appointed from those who have 
been soldiers in the Army or employed in the Navy as wili authorize 
them to appoint this number of six detectives from those who have not 
been in the Army or Navy. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. 
ives? 


Mr. INGALLS. 


control of the commissioners. Great difficulty has resulted from this 
want of a responsible head. The bill proposes to abolish the present 
detective force and authorize the District commissioners to designate a 
corps of six as detectives, the same number now allowed, from those 
who are now or may hereafter be on the police force. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. How are those now allowed appointed ? 

Mr. INGALLS. I think they were designated originally by the chief 
ofthe police. Thatis my impression, thoughIam not positive. Inany 


event a discussion has recently arisen as to the question whether the | 


board of commissioners have any authority over them or not. Several 
of them have been suspended by the action of the commissioners in 
consequence of difficulties that have arisen, with which I suppose every- 
body is familiar through the public prints. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. How many detectives are there now ? 

Mr. INGALLS. Six. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. Do they come under the present law as to being 
soldiers ? 

Mr. INGALLS. They do. 
ported be acted upon. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. Let it be read again. 

The amendment was again read. 

The amendment was agreed to. 

The next amendment was, in line 9, after the word ‘* the,”’ 
out ‘‘board’’ and insert ‘*‘ commissioners;’’ so as to read: 

For the regular service, as the commissioners may deem necessary 


Let the amendment which has been re- 


The amendment was agreed to. 

The next amendment was, in line 10, after the word ‘* necessary,”’ to 
strike out: , 

And eight detectives; and all promotions to the position of captain, lieuten- 
ant, and sergeant shall be made from the next succeeding grade or rank on the 
force. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. Why is that stricken out? 

Mr. INGALLS. That would destroy, so we are informed by the com- 
missioners, the efficiency of the force, because to be a competent detec- 
tive requires some particular qualifications that might not exist in those 
who would be next in the line of promotion. They therefore ask that 
they may have the opportunity of selecting these detectives from the 
whole force of the police. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. I see the force of that; but the clause about pro- 


motions to the positions of captain, lieutenants, and sergeants being | 


from the next grade, like the military law, applies to the whole body 
of the police, and if you strike it out with the words ‘‘eight detectives ”’ 
(to the striking out of which I see no objection now), it would leave 


the commissioners the power to be imposed upon by the claims of 


favorites and all that sort of pushing, so that they could jump every- 
body in the regular course. I do not quite see that that is right. 
Mr. INGALLS. The Senator will observe that this is analagous to 


a military force, and it isobvious that a man might be a very good private | 
It appeared to the committee | 


soldier and not bea good major-general. 
that it would be wise to have this official staff selected from the whole 
force irrespective of the mere fact of seniority or position upon the files 
of the office. 


Mr. EDMUNDS. What is the present law ? 





How is the existing law about the present detect- | 


The present detective force is an independent or- | 
ganization, and there has been some doubt whether it is under the | 


to strike | 


| 

| Mr. INGALLS. The present law, I think, is that they may be ap- 
| pointed as the bill provides. 

| Mr. EDMUNDS. Let us find out about that. 

Mr. INGALLS. About this matter I am not strenuous one way o1 
| another. The provision came from the House, and if the Senator from 
Vermont objects to it, it is a matter that I am indifferent about. The 
great thing is to obtain an increase in the police force which will pro 
tect the lives and property of the people, and a detective force that shal! 
detect and not protect criminals. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. T[should like to have the question divided, and 
take it first on striking out the words, ‘‘and eight detectives.’’ That 
would leave the clause pertectly homogeneous, and then the question 
can be taken on striking out the promotion part 

The PRESIDENT protempore. The Senator from Vermont asks ton 
a division of the question. The question will be tirst taken on strik 
ing out the words ‘‘and eight detectives.’ 

The first part of the amendment was agreed to 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. 
second part of the amendment. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. I rather think it would be better with what we 
know about this world of ours to try the experiment, if it is not now 
the law—and I have not time to look to see whether it is or not—of hav 
ing the captain, lieutenants, and sergeants promoted in regular order 
as in the military service. It saves so much of favoritism and pushing 
and all sorts of operations to get high places, that I should preter to leay. 
| it in for one. 

Mr. INGALLS 
the Senate 

Mr. BUTLER. Asthe Senator from Kansas knows, the opinion given 
to us by one of the commissioners was very decidedly in favor of allow 
ing them the privilege of selecting from the torce generally tor promo 
tion. That idea prevails in a very large degree inthe military service 
and some contend that it ought to be by selection even in the military 
I do not agree with that view, but I think in a police force where efi 
ciency can be determined more by experience it would be a little dan 
gerous to make promotion by seniority 


The question is on agreeing to the 





I am entirely willing to leave it tu the discretion ot 


Mr. EDMUNDS. It is not by seniority: is by grade, so that he 
| may take anywhere out of the list of the force 
| Mr. BUTLER. The promotion is practically, | understand, by sen 


iority under the provision proposed to be stricken out 


Mr. EDMUNDs. It ‘'shall be made trom the next succeeding grade 
or rank.’ There is to be one major, one captain, and then there are 
| to be ten lieutenants It th be a vacaney in the office of capta 
under this clause I think it clear that the appointing power could tak: 


any one of the ten lieutenants. They could not go down and take any 
one of the twenty sergeants or any one of the two hundredand fifty pri 
vates. Out of ten lieutenants it appears 
range of selection 


tome there is considerabl: 


Mr. BUTLER. I was not aware that that was the construction put 
| upon it. 
| Mr. EDMUNDs.  [ think it is clear that that is it 

Mr. BUTLER. I thought the next in grade went up to the office 
| vacated by resignation, death, or removal of the one who was ahead ot 
| him 
| Mr. EDMUNDS. The grades are grades of lieutenants, sergeant 
| and privates. Then the rank is like an army rank; the first lieutenant 


| in the list would rank the other lientenants; 
appoint by grade as well a 
that right of selection 

Mr. BUTLER 
missioners 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The question is on agreeing to the 
| second branch of the amendment, to strike out the remainder of th: 
clause, 


but as this gives leave to 
s rank, I think it clear that they would have 


If that is the case 


. it enlarges the power ol the com 


The second part of the amendment was rejected 
The next amendment of the Committee on the District of Columbia 
was to insert as an additional section 


Sec, 2. That the detective force established by the aforesaid section of the Re 
vised Statutes of the United States, relating to the District of Columbia, be and 
the same is hereby abolished 

Mr. EDMUNDS. NowIshould like to see, if we cat 
detective force is established 

Mr. INGALLS. The House asked for an increase in the force of de 
tectives from six to eight The commissioners, and the Senate com 
mittee following them, thought the increase was not necessary if thy 
six can be effective and honest 

Mr. CONGER. I should like to inquire of the chairman whether 
that abolishes the law requiring the detectives to be taken from those 
who have served in the Army or Navy? 
| Mr. INGALLS. Itisthe purpose of the committee, by a subsequent 
section that they have recommended, to permit these six detectives to 
be selected from citizens of the United States who have not served in 
the Army or Navy. 
| Mr. EDMUNDs. That isinthe fourth section 

presently. 
| Mr. INGALLS 


1, how the present 


We shall come to that 


The remainder of the force, except the six detectives, 
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is subject to the same limitations that now exist with regard to service 


in the Army or Navy. 
The PRESIDENT pre tempore. 
amendment of the committee. 
The amendment was agreed to. 
The next amendment was to insert as an additional section: 


Sr 


The question is on agreeing to the 


That the commissioners of the District of Columbia are hereby au- 
thorized to detail, from time to time, from the privates of the police, such num- 
ber of privates, not exceeding six, as may in their judgment be necessary, for 
special service in the detection and prevention of crime; and such privates so 
specially detailed shall be entitled to receive and shall be paid the compensa- 
tion now allowed by law to the detective force abolished by this act, during 
such time as they shall continue so detailed by the order of the commissioners. 

The amendment was agreed to. 

The next amendment was to insert as an additional section : 

sno. 4. That the commissioners may, and they are hereby authorized to, ap- 
point not more than six privates to be membersof the police force, from among 
citizens of the United States who have not served in the Army and Navy of the 
United States, but who shall possess all the other qualifications prescribed by 
section 36 of the Revised Statutes of the United States relating to the District of 
Coiumbia 

Mr. EDMUNDS. We having agreed to repeal the present law au- 
thorizing the appointment of any detectives, and as this fourth section 
is intended to take its place I think its legal construction, as it now 
stands, would be to compel the selection of these six privates to be de- 
tectives from among those who have not served in the Army or Navy. 
I do not suppose that was the intention, but that it was to authorize 
the commissioners to select them from the Army or Navy men or from 
others, as should be convenient. 

Mr. INGALLS. That was the design of the committee. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. I therefore move, to make it clear, in line 4, after 
the word *‘ have,’’ to insert ‘‘or have;’’ so as toread ** have or have not 
served,’’ 

The amendment to the amendment was agreed to. 

The amendment as amended was agreed to. 

The next amendment of the Committee on the District of Columbia 
was to strike out the original section 2, in the following words: 

Sere, 2. That the commissioners of the District of Columbia are hereby author- 
ized to appoint one additional clerk for service at police headquarters, 

Mr. INGALLS. The committee found that no such additional force 
in their judgment was necessary, and they ask that the section be stricken 
out. 

The amendment was agreed to. 

Mr. CONGER. Now | ask whether the law in regard to the selection 
of policemen from enlisted soldiers or persons who have served in the 
Navy is changed in any other respect ? 

Mr. INGALLS. In no other respect whatever. The limitations on 
all the police force, except the six who are to be detailed as detectives, 
remain as they now exist under the law. 

The bill was reported to the Senate as amended, and the amendments 
were concurred in. 

The amendments were ordered to be engrossed and the bill to be read a 
third time. 

The bill was read the third time, and passed. 

MESSAGE FROM THE HOUSE. 

\ message from the House of Representatives, by Mr. MCPHERSON, 
its Clerk, announced that the House had passed a joint resolution (H. 
Res. 277) providing for a new mixed commission in accordance with the 
treaty of April 25, 1866, with the United States of Venezuela; in which 
it requested the concurrence of the Senate. 

POST-OFFICE 


Mr. ALLISON. IT call up now the Post-Office appropriation bill. 

Mr. VEST. lLask the Senator from Iowa, as there are several un- 
objected House bills on the Calendar, if he will not consent to let them 
be taken up and disposed of? 

Mr. ALLISON, I think we had better finish this bill, and then to- 
morrow morning we can take up the unobjected matters on the Calen- 
dar. They will not take much time. 

Mr. VEST. If that can be understood, I shall not object to the 
Senator's motion. 

Mr. ALLISON. It.can be understood, as far as I am concerned. 

Mr. PLUMB. I think we can dispose of this bill in a short time. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The Senator from Iowa moves to post- 
pone the Calendar. 

The motion was agreed to. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The Senator from Iowa now moves to 
take up the Post-Oflice appropriation bill. 

The motion was agreed to. 

Mr. PLATT. I cannot consent to any arrangement which will take 
up House bills to-morrow morning. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. There has been no arrangement. 

Mr. PLATT. Ithought there was an attempt made to have an ar- 
rangement of thatsort. Ican not consent to it. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. It wastalked of, but no arrangement 
was made. 

The Senate, as in Committee of the Whole, resumed the consideration 

“ ; 


APPROPRIATION BILL. 
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of the bill (H. R. 7049) making appropriations for the service of th: 


Post-Office Department for the fiscal year ending June 30, 1884, and 
for other purposes, the pending question being on the amendment of th: 


Committee on Appropriations, after line 79, to insert: 


For necessary and special facilities on trunk lines, $185,000. 
Mr. BUTLER. I desire to present some facts which I have procured 


, fromthe superintendent of the railway mail service this morning in reply 








| to statements made by the Senator from Missouri [Mr. COCKRELL] and 


the Senator from West Virginia [Mr. DAvis] as to the quantity ot 
mail matter that goes out of New York by the fast mail train to th 
South. I saw the superintendent of the railway mail service this morn- 
ing and he gave me the following statement: 

May 18, 1882, at 4.35 a. m., there were dispatched on this line from the New 
York post-office, for points south of Washington, 13,997 letters, 21,840 circulars 
and 6,560 pounds of second, third, and fourth class matter. Of the last numbe: 
of pounds above indicated, 700 pounds were daily papers from New York and 
Philadelphia, and in addition tothis the New England connection was received 
at New York from the train leaving Boston at7 p. m., and it also had mails from 
Philadelphia, Baltimore, and Washington, and intermediate points. 

The figures I give above are from New York office alone. 

W. B. THOMPSON, 
General Superintendent R. M. 8 

This was the record of May 18, 1882, which Mr. Thompson informs 
me is the last statement he has had from the New York post-oflice. 
This, it seems to me, puts at rest the statement of the Senator from 
Missouri and the Senator from West Virginia that this morning fast 
mail train brought nothing but the metropolitan papers. 

Mr. DAVIS, of West Virginia. The Senator is mistaken in saying 
that either of us said it brought nothing but the metropolitan papers 
I said the train was put on principally for the purpose of taking th: 
morning papers from New York. 

Mr. BUTLER. It seems the Senator is mistaken in that, because it 
does not appear to have been put on principally for the metropolitan pa 
pers, inasmuch as there were 21,840 circulars and 15,997 letters brought 
on that day. 

Mr. DAVIS, of West Virginia. 
the Senator and myself. 

Mr. BUTLER. Notatall. I give the facts from the Post-Office De 
partment. It is not a question between the Senator and myself at a}! 

Mr. DAVIS, of West Virginia. When this bill was under discussion 
last year I presented some tables which I think were about as correct 
as they can be got. 1 wish tosay but a very few words more, for I lx 
lieve the Senate will consider this so unjust, so unfair to all other sec 
tions of the country than those getting the special service that they wil! 
disagree in Committee of the Whole with the Committee on Appropria- 
tions. Ifthey do not when the bill comes into the Senate I shall hav: 
more to say than I have now. I do not wish to take up time. 

The giving of extra pay for these fast trains is a recent thing. Tl: 
companies get paid regularly as all other railroads do carrying mai! 
matter, but they get an extra compensation, as they say, for fast timc 
In the last four years the facts are that $1,800,000 has been appropri 
ated for these few lines which take, as they say, the fast mails to th: 
exclusion of all others. Is it fair, is it just, is it right that a few lines 
of communicatio& should have commercial advantages over others, when 
all pay the taxes? New York, of course, is the great center of trade in 
the country; but is it right that every dollar of this money, as I shall 
show from the Postmaster-General’s report, should be expended for 
lines starting from New York, when no point anywhere south of Charles- 
ton gets any benefit, and not one dollar in any form or manner is cx- 
pended for the West or South? 

Mr. BUTLER. I think the Senator is entirely mistaken about tha‘ 

Mr. DAVIS, of West Virginia. If the Senator will wait a moment 
I will give the figures from the Postmaster-General’s report. 

Mr. BUTLER. If the Senator does not wish to be interrupted, of 
course I shall not interrupt him; but I merely wanted to correct what 
I thought was an erroneous impression. 

Mr. DAVIS, of West Virginia. Anything the Senator wishes wil! 
be agreeable to me; but he will recollect that several times when I hav: 
been about reading from the official report I have been interrupted. | 
ask the Secretary to read a very short paragraph from what the Post- 
master-General says under the head of ‘‘ fast mails and special facili- 
ties.’ It is very short, and I shall be glad to have the attention of th« 
Senator from South Carolina and of the Senator from Kansas to what 
the Postmaster-General says in his report just submitted to Congress 

I will state first that both the Postmaster-General and the superin- 
tendent of the railway mail service recommend an appropriation 0! 
$600,000 in their communications to Congress, and not of $185,000 
They say they will be able to distribute more equitably $600,000 ove: 
the country, but the $185,000 the Postmaster-General tells you in th: 
clause in his report which is about to be read will only enable him to 
do just what is being done now. 

The Acting Secretary read as follows: 


That is a matter of opinion between 


Touching these items it is proper to say that I have as yet been unable to mak: 
any arrangements for fast service out of the existing appropriation upon terms 
which seemed reasonable. Certain service which I found in operation is st.!! 
maintained at the rate of compensation originally agreed upon. This servic’ 
includes the fast mail between New York and Charleston, South Carolina, New 
York and Springfield, Massachusetts, and the 4:35 forenoon dispatch from New 
York, via the Hudson River and New York Central. A full account of this serv- 
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ice is given in the report of the general superintendent of the railway mail serv- 
ice, page 231. 

Mr. DAVIS, of West Virginia. The Postmaster-General says that 
the three lines to which the $185,000 is given are from New York, and 
nowhere west and nowhere south. 

Mr. BUTLER. Willthe Senator permit me to make a remark there ? 
I admit, of course, what is stated in the report of the Postmaster-Gen- 
eral, and it was stated over and over again yesterday; but the point I 
differ with the Senator on is as to the fast mail leaving New York on 
what is known as the Atlantic coast line. As a matter of course that 
supplies tast-mail facilities for the entire Southwest, for instance, and the 
fast mail that leaves here at 11 in the morning connects with all the 
collateral railroads running into that line. I know, as my colleague 
does, that Augusta is supplied by reason of a train taking the fast mail 
at Florence and carrying it to Augusta. While it is true that one line 
gets compensation for the special facilities, it puts on an extra train and 
connects with other routes. 

If the only benetit was to the vicinity of the road I could see force 
in what the Senator says; but it benefits the entire country through 
which collateral railroad lines go. 

Mr. DAVIS, of West Virginia. Of course I admit that the ticilities 
on this route are greater than on others; but is it right that the whole 
country should pay for facilities on particular routes, routes which do 
not supply ‘he whole country ? 

For instance, is it right that the city of Boston or Philadelphia o1 
Chicago, or other commercial cities all over the country, should be 
taxed for the purpose of giving New York commercial ficilities over 
the rest of the country ? 

Mr. MAXEY. Ifthe Senator from West Virginia will pardon me a 
moment, it is a very questionable matter whether the collateral towns 
are benefited atall. We all know that railroads venerally run regular 
trains, not special extra trains; therefore, if the mails were put in one 
point by special trains, they would not go out until the regular trains 
went. 

Mr. BUTLER. Ihappen to know a very different state of things from 
my own personal experience, and I say to the Senator that those trains 
coming in do connect with these fast trains and do distribute the mails. 
I know that personally, and I know from the superintendent of the rail- 
way mail service that before he gave this additional money for fast-mail 
service he had a consultation with all the railroad authorities connected 
with the Atlantic coast line, and it was agreed that they would so run 
their trains as to get the benefit of this expedited mail service. There- 
fore I speak from personal experience when I say that the benetit is 
general. Not only Charleston but Augusta and Jacksonville are bene- 
fited, and in a very short time when a road is made through Georgia, 
Pensacola, Florida, will get the benefit of it ina few months, and the 
country the Senator himself represents will get the benefit of this very 
expedited service. The mail then will get to New Orleans from here in 
two days. . 

Mr. BARROW. [ask the Senator from South Carolina when the 
change was made from the old line, the Atlantic and Richmond air line, 
to the great Atlantic Coast Line? 

Mr. BUTLER. Iam not able to inform the Senator. 

Mr. BARROW. I was under the impression that this fist mail that 
went south, at least south of this point, was now sent by a line connect- 
ing with the Wilmington and Weldon or Atlantic Coast Line. If Iam 
not mistaken the mail was formerly sent on the Richmond and Danville 
line through the northern part of Georgia instead of following imme- 
diately down the Atlantic seaboard, and whatever collateral advantages 
could be derived by the people from the fast mail were more directly 
derived when it was sent by that line than when sent by the Atlantic 
Coast Line. 

Mr. BUTLER. My impression is that the Atlanta and Charlotte 
air-line road which formerly took the mail gave it up themselves. 

Mr. BARROW. I presume, then, that the change was made not by 
the option of the Department, but on account of some alleged failure 
of the railroad companies. 


Mr. DAVIS, of West Virginia. The Postmaster-General’s report 


refers to the report of the superintendent of the railway mail service, | 


and he on page 234 says that $600,000 is necessary. My position is 
that the Department ought to have what they ask for so as to give the 
whole country fast-mail service, or there ought to be none. It is also 
plain to me that there should be the full appropriation so as to give 
all the commercial community the same advantage as New York. The 
Postmaster-General tells you that the $185,000 which has been hereto- 
fore expended has been expended on three different trains starting en- 
tirely from New York and none of it goes tothe Southor West. I think 
it would be right to strike out the appropriation or to appropriate the 
$600,000 asked for, so that all parts of the country may have equal 
advantages. If that should not be the decision of the Senate in Com- 
mittee of the Whole, when the bill comes into the Senate I shall have 
some other facts to present. 

Mr. SAULSBURY. I do not think we ought to have a single dollar 
appropriated out of the public Treasury for fast mails. There is in my 
Judgment no necessity for it. If there is necessity for swift communi- 
cation between merchants in New York and Chicago and Charleston, 
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the telegraph is resorted to for matters which demand immediate atten 
tion, and these fast mails, so far'as the business interests of the « ountry 
are concerned, are entirely useless, for no man who has very urgent 
business is going to wait the slow process even of a fast mail when he 
can use the telegraph to correspond with his correspondent at onc: 
The benetit derived from these fast mails is derived almost exclu 
sively by the metropolitan papers. Between New York and Albany 
there is a fast train, as 1 am informed, tor which we are pay 
enormous amount, that never makes a single stop between New 
and Albany, and there are very few stops between New York and C! 


cago. The metropolitan papers, as Iam informed, are thrown out a 
the cars go along at the ditferent stations, and these trains are being run 
almost exclusively for the benetit of the metropolitan papers in tla 
cities, 

Mr. MANEY. That is literally true, and hence the argument that 
the collateral cities and post-oflices get the benetit goes to hi 
cause the trains do not stop there 

Mr. SAULSBURY. Tam opposed to all subsidies Lam opposed to 
subsidies tor railroad or steamboat lines or any other line 

Mr. MILLER, of New York Dol unde rstand the Senator om |) 


ware to say that the fast train going over the New York ( 
road makes no stops from New York to Albany 

Mr. SAULSBURY. These particular fast trains which are sul i 
by the Government ; I do not mean that all the trains do 1 

Mr. MILLER, of New York. I refer to the fast mail ti 

Mr. SAULSBURY I mean the tast mail train that is subs ‘ 
leaving New York at 4.35 a. m is made by that 
formed. 1 have seen a statement made that there is no stop 
between New York and Albany. 

Mr. MILLER. of New York ro my own personal knowledge I w 


state that that is not the thet Phe train makes its first stop at I’ 


no stop 


keepsie, a distance of seventy-tive miles, and after that it makes 2 
of stops, and from Albany to Buffalo it makes all the prominent stop 
the mails are carried and thrown off at the various stations and tak 
up by the catchers. It matters not whether the train stops or not 
each intermediate station, the mail is delivered and the mail is take 
Mr. SAULSBURY 


step to subsidiz 


If we appropriate this money it is the inc 
ing all the railroads in the country hereatte1 Weouch 
to have some regard to the interest of the tax-payers of t] ' 


t the count 
and not propose to appropriate the money which is wrung from the 
by taxation to special fliivorites in the form of railroad or stean t 
3 l 
companies, or anything els Let us be honest with the pe 
than generous to corporations 
I shall vote against the amendment I shall vote against ¢ 
osition which is made here to subsidize fast lines of rai 
benetit almost exclusively of the metropolitan papers of the co 
| | 
Mr. BUTLER. As I shall vote 


for this amendment, I am not 
willing that the statement of the Senator from Delaware sl 
challenged. I will not vote for it for the purpose of subsid 
railroad or any steamboat company in this country 
statement, so far as it applies to me, is not in point of facet corre: 

Mr. SAULSBURY. I made no application of my 
eenatol 

Mr. BUTLER. Of course not 

Mr. SAULSBURY. 

Mr. BUTLER. I say, differing from the Senator with great resp. 
that that is not the fact. I say to him that therailroads which pertonm 
this service areentitled to be paid for it just asthestage-coach was } 
when it ran trom hereto Charleston, and the persons deriving the 
fit from it are the business men of the country. 

It is a fact, as Iam told by the Vost-Offiee Department, th Y 
of the railroadsdeclined to put on this special train, and for that r 
they do not get 


, and ther 


I spoke of the effect of it 


any of the $600,000 which was appropriated att] 
session, and which I have no doubt the Senator voted forat thy 

sion of Congress It is not for the purpose of subsidizing any road at 
all that I vote for the appropriation, but it is because it furnishes px 
facilities for the country towhich I think the peopleareeniitled, and it 


i 


a railroad company does this extra service it ought to be paid forit just 
anybody else would be. 
I have no doubt in the world, as the Senator says, if every railread 


in the country was destroyed the mail would be sent, but it would be 
sent by buggies and horses and in the old stage fashion. Is the 
ator willing to go back to that system? That seems to be about th 
argument, that because certain railroads of this country do not choos 
to put on these extra trains no part of the country is to be henetited ) 
them. That isthe argument of the Senator from West Virgima. Now 
sir, I am not voting this money for the purpos 
whatever. As I said yesterday, [am not particular whether th: 
roads make any money out of itornot; but 1 do know, and speak from 
perience when I say, that all that portion of the country through w! 
the Atlantic Coast Line runs has been immensely benefited by th: 
mail, and Iam extremely anxious on their account that it she 
continued. 

Mr. GORMAN. I am very far from opposing this amendment, ont 
theory that we ought not under any circumstances to expend a) 
siderable amount in expediting the mails. I 


of subsidizing any road 


agree with the 
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from South Carolina that it is proper for the Government to expend a | 
proper amount on the railroads running from the commercial centers for 
that purpose. ‘That was what was contemplated by Congress when the 
appropriation was made last year, but theamendment, as now proposed, 
in my opinion—and I think I can demonstrate it—is simply a subsidy 
to two or three railroads in this country, without any corresponding 
benefit to the people generally or to the business men at the great cen- | 
ters of the United States. 

When an appropriation for this service was first made in 1878 there 
were only $150,000 appropriated to be expended on lines running out 
of New York; but from year to year that appropriation has been increased 
until at the last session of Congress it was $600,000. That was appro- | 
priatgd after I had offered a resolution calling on the Post-Office De- 
partment for information as to how the money before appropriated had 
been expended, and a consultation was had with the officials of that 
Department, and we were led to believe that if the amount was increased 
trom $425,000 to $600,000 the Post-Office Department would give fast- 
mail facilities 1.0t only from Boston to Charleston and New Orleans, 
but from Washington and Baltimore through to Cincinnati, Saint Louis, 
and Louisville, as well as to Chicago and Pittsburgh, over the lines of 
the Pennsylvania Railroad. The chairman of the sub-committee who 
had charge of this bill at the last session, if 1 remember correctly, stated 
on this floor that then the whole country would be benefited. But 
what was the result? 

After the appropriation was made and the whole country expected to 
be benefited by it, the Post-Office Department, for reasons best known 
to themselves, did not make a single arrangement with a railroad com- 
pany in the country except those which were then being paid for fast- 
mail service. It was so unsatisfactory to some of the roads that the 
Pennsylvania Railroad company withdrew its fast-mail service between 
New York and Pittsburgh, leaving therefore only the two lines running 
from New York. 

Except in the mere instances of the mail that leaves Boston on the 
way south, there is no part of this country benefited thereby; and to 
show this let me take the service on the New York Central road. Its 
fast train leaves the city of New York at 4.35 in the morning; it is paid 
a large amount as a fast-mail train between New York and Chicago; 
and yet the fact is, I assert it, and I am sure it can not becontradicted, 
that atthe very same hour, 4.35in the morning, a train leaves New York 
for Chicago over the Pennsylvania road, reaching Chicago at the same 
hour that the fast mail does over the New York Central; and one re- 
ceives a large amount of money and the other receives not one dollar, 


Mr. BUTLER. Then I would like to ask the Senator if without a 
dollar of extra compensation that mail matter can be sent from Wash- 
ington to Charleston, reaching there by 6 o'clock the next morning in- 
stead of 4 in the afternoon? 

Mr. GORMAN. Iwill say to the Senator from South Carolina that, 
in my judgment, every pound of it can reach Charleston at the same 
hour that it does now. 

Mr. BUTLER. The Senator is not as familiar with the trains run- 
ning from this point to Charleston as Iam, and I say to him that, in my 
judgment, if the special payment to these railroads is taken off that 
mail matter will arrive at Charleston the following day at 4 o'clock in 
the afternoon instead of at 6 in the morning as now. 

Mr. GORMAN. I have had some familiarity with the railroads now 
referred to and with those who manage them; and I know that so long 
as this appropriation is here and is come-at-able it will be alleged that 
without it the service can not be had; but those roads, like all other 
roads in the country, must provide for the wants of the community; 
they must run fast passenger trains, and the mail schedules have been 
and can be arranged without a dollar of extra compensation. In my 
own State and in its chief city the same condition of affairs has existed 
Its great road had no train leaving Baltimore for the West at 4.45, its 
last train being at 1 o’clock at night; but the demands of the commu 
nity, of the newspapers, of the business people required them to put on 
a train at 3 or 4 in the morning, and they now carry the mail from Bal- 
timore to Washington, connecting with the mails from New York and 
Philadelphia, leaving Baltimore at 4 o’clock, reaching Cincinnati six 
hours ahead of any other line, reaching Saint Louis three hours ahead 
of any other line that runs from the East to the West, and so of the 
Louisville mail; and all this without a dollar of extra compensation 
The managers of the roads will be compelled, the public demand wil! 
make them place a train on their roads which will accommodate the 
people as well as they are now accommodated. 

Now, sir, I protest against this partial appropriation. I do not ob- 
ject to paying a fair compensation for the work performed, but it must 
not be confined to one or two cities. The Postmaster-General in his 
report has told you that with $600,000 at his command he could not 
make a satisfactory general system. Congress ought never to vote an 
| other dollar until the Post-Office Department, which has been working 
on this matter from 1878 until now, can present to you a feasible scheme 
which will do justice to all parts of this country, to every commercia! 
center, and then I shall be prepared, as Iam on the ocean as well, to 
vote a fair and liberal compensation for the service, but never a cent 





and it carries the mail also, 

Now, to show how it operates in the State of New York, let me refer 
to the fact that the fast-mail train that leaves the city of New York by 
the Central road at 4.35 in the morning runs from New York to Al- 
hbany, which is 147 miles, in three hours and forty-five minutes, and 
when it reaches Albany it starts on its way to Syracuse, which is 147} 
miles, and makes those 147} miles in five hours and five minutes. 
There is the point where the New York dailies cease to be subscribed 
for to any great extent, and from that on to Buffalo, which is 154 miles 
tarther, the train consumes six hours and fifty minutes in making the 
trip. It becomes an ordinary local train between Syracuse and Buffalo, 
and so on to Chicago. The result is that the people in Chicago and the 
Northwest get their mail by the Pennsylvania Railroad without our 
paying a dollar extra for it, whereas a large amount for fast service is 
paid to the New York Central for carrying a mail that reaches its des- 
tination no sooner. 

I submit to Senators that if this is not a contribution to a monopoly 
there never has been one in this country, and I ask the distinguished 
Senator from Kentucky, who is on this committee, whose voice is al- 
ways for the people, if he is willing in this way to pay corporations 
for service which is of no benefit? 

Mr. MORGAN. I understand that for the current fiscal year $600,000 
was appropriated for fast-mail service. 

Mr. GORMAN. Yes, sir. 

Mr. MORGAN. May I ask how much of that is being applied? 

Mr. GORMAN. One hundred and eighty-five thousand dollars. 

Mr. MORGAN. Only $185,000; the balance remainsin the Treasury. 

Mr. GORMAN. I shall reach that point ina moment. 

This fast-mail service from New York south the Senator from South 
Carolina has referred to, and he has read a statement of the superintend- 
ent of the railway mail service in regard to it. The Senator claims 
that by the payment of one hundred and odd thousand dollars between 
New York and Charleston, South Carolina, the country is benefited. 
Mr. Thompson says in the communication the Senator read to the Sen- 
ate yesterday that the schedule for that train has been made up so as to 
give an advantage to the local mails, and if you withdraw the extra 
compensation of $100,000 you will lose that advantage. That may be 
literally true in the case as he states it, but as the Senator from Missouri 
yesterday said to the Senate, the business of New York closes between 
1 and 6 o'clock intheafternoon. There are at least two trains between 
the hours of 6 and 1 o’clock at night that leave New York and run 
south as far as Washington. Every communication from the business 


men of New York that ran be mailed up to 1 o’clock can be brought as | 


far as Washington with put a dollar of extra compensation. 


by way of subsidy to a monopoly. 

Mr. PLUMB. I want to ask the Senator from Maryland a question. 
I know he is reasonable, and I sympathize in a very large measure wit!) 
the special ground of complaint which he has; that is to say, that Ba! 
timore and the railroad which is the pride of that city and the found 
tion of its prosperity is not recognized in this service. I did all I couli 
in the last year as a member of the cgmmittee to see that the complaint 
of his and of his coworker from West Virginia was remedied. \\ 
thought we had succeeded in that effort, but it has been shown by the 
report of the Postmaster-General that that was impossible to be dom 
Now I ask the Senator if he will be so unreasonable as to say that |) 
cause a plan designed in good faith to accomplish what he desires ani 
what I myself desire has failed, nobody shall have anything at al! ’ 
We have here a service which is working satisfactorily, and I think is 
giving somebody benefits. Will he now, by what is practically a dog 
in-the-manger policy, say, because he can not have now armed ani! 
equipped, gridironing and covering the entire country, just exactly what 
he and I would like to have, a system giving to every locality what upon 
a fair show of hands it would be entitled to, he will come in and take 
away that which other localities have got, which they have adjusted 
their business to, which undoubtedly does give them facilities that other- 
wise they would not have, and which they would be greatly damaged 
by being deprived of? 

Mr. President, if that will justify the Senator from Maryland, there 
have been tines when I should have been justified myself in voting 
against the entire Post-Office appropriation bill, because he and his con- 
stituents had facilities given to them outof proportion to their busines 
ascompared to the facilities given tothe people whom I in part represent 
upon this floor. If the Senatornever votes foranappropriation for this 
service or forany other service until heis certain that every cent of it is 
expended that every citizen of the United States and every State in 
the United States will have its aliquot proportion, then he will! not vote 
forany appropriation billin his time or mine or in three or four or a dozen 
generations that shall come after him and me. 

Mr. GORMAN. The Senator from Kansas intimates that so far as 
| My opposition to this amendment is concerned it is a dog-in-the-mange' 
fight. If the Senator from Kansas had known me better he would 
| have spared himself the trouble of makingsuch an assertion. I think 
| that I am incapable of opposing any proposition for any section on such 

a ground as the suggestion of the Senator would seem to imply. [am 
| quite confident that nothing I have said would induce the Senate to 
believe that there was any such motive controlling my action. | 
say to the Senator from Kansas now that when my attention was first 
| called to this matter and his attention was called to it, he and his com- 




















eit teen 


Tea PCOS oy he 


ere ge 































1883. 








mittee, as I understand, with one voice, determined that unless this 
service should be general, reaching all the commercial centers of this 
country, it ought to be abolished. I do not misstate the position occu- 
pied by the Senator from Kansis one year ago. 

As to local interests, I suppose I am like other gentlemen who rep- 
resent States, and who naturally look after the local interests of their 
States; but I would not let Baltimore, with its great road running from 
the East to the West, have one dollar of this money unless it was also 
applied to other roads running north and southof us. I beg the Sena- 
tor tounderstand that ini my action here I am only governed by a gen- 
eral principle. 

Mr. PLUMB. | regret that anything I said should have offended 
the Senator from Maryland. It was not a part of my intention at all 
to apply the term ‘* dog-in-the-manger ’’ to him in any offensive sense, 
but simply to allude to his statement that unless the particular locality 
he represents should have its proportion none should have it. I assure 
him it was the furthest from my intention to wound his feelings at all 
or impute to him anything he would not have imputed tome. I used 
an unfortunate expression, ne doubt, which it seems I amapt sometimes 
to indulge in. 

He is entirely correct in stating that last year I, as a member of the 
committee, and the committee, did say that unless we could so wnily 
and distribute this service as to substantially supply all the interests 
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telligently interfere with it, but we should go on with it until, as 1 be 
lieve, at the next session of Congress we shall be able to devise some 
thing under the plan we have provided for in this bill that shall be 
better, and in the mean time the people of Boston, New York, Philadel! 
phia, Baltimore, Charleston, Richmond, Savannah, Jacksonville, and 
New Orleans should not be deprived of a service upon which to some 
extent they have predicated business, from which as 1 think it would 
be unwise now to depart. 

Mr. MAXEY. The Senator from Maryland made the statement posi 
tively and unequivocally that the New York Central Railroad received 
of this$185,000 $47,000 tor carrying the mail from New York to Chicago 
on the fast mail train—a special and extra compensation of $47,000 
and that the Pennsylvania Central road started a train without extra 
compensation carrying the mail from New York to Chicago and landed 
it in Chicago at the same time that the New York Central train landed 
there. Thus the one gets $47,000 xtra for doing the same thing which 


the other does equally well on the ordinary compensation. There is 


| $47,000 of the $185,000 unquestionably that the people ought not te 


pay; and at last it comes down in my deliberate judgment to nothing 


| but a simple attempt to subsidize certain railroad interests leading out 


of the United States it ought not to exist at all; but when we appro- | 


priated the $600,000 we were then in the position of admitting that 
everybody could not get equal advantage out of it; somebody was 
bound to be discriminated against. It was only another way of saying 


that we did not believe in giving it to particular localities unless it | 


should be more generally distributed; and that statement precluded 
the investigation of the particular merits and demerits of the service 
existing. 

Now, what is the state of the case as we find it existing? The Post- 
master-General has felt constrained to keep on a portion of the service, 
and only a portion of that service, and it is the only service he could 
give to the country by any arrangement with the railroad companies 
which he thought was just to the Treasury and the people of the United 
States. The committee simply say, and negatively, too, that they will 
take the status as they find it; they will not deprive anybody of any 
valuable service now existing; and that because, in the first place, it 
has always been the policy of the Government of the United States to 
extend rather than curtail the service, not only to give the people all 
they have got, but to give them constantly more; and for the further 


we hope will so adjust this service to the needs of the people and the | 


position of the Treasury as that what is valuable of this special mail 


service now being put in use may be extended upon a systematic and | 


intelligent plan to the remaining portions of the United States. 
while, to avoid a temporary upturning of that which already exists, we 
concluded to leave it just as it was. 

Mr.GORMAN. Now, I should like to ask the Senator from Kansas 


whether the Postmaster-General says that the $600,000 appropriated last | that the railroad companies shall carry the mails on their fastest trains, 


| or if they do not they can not get any pay. 
| New York for which we pay $25,000 we put three mail cars 


summer was not expended because he was unable to make any arrange- 
ment with the railroads? Does he not further say, in this very report 
which the Senator has in his hand, that it is impossible for the Post- 
Office Department now, after six years of investigation, to determine 
how much it will take to make a general system; that he is entirely at 
sea except as to the old arrangement which he found in existence when 
he came into the Department? 

Mr. PLUMB. Certainly; but, in response to that declaration of the 


Mean- | 


| three heavy mail cars on that train? 


Postmaster-General, the committee has put in this bill a provision, which | 


meets with his concurrence, authorizing him to do that which hereto- | 


fore he has not had either money or authority to do, to investigate the 


entire relations of the carriage of the mails to the needs and wishes not | 


only of the people but of the Treasury as well, in order that we may 
have the basis of a plan which shall hereafter avoid the very complaint 
the Senator from Maryland now makes: and I am not prepared to say 
that it is not to some extent just. 

Mr. DAVIS, of West Virginia. Had we not better wait until we get 
that report before we appropriate any more ? 

Mr. PLUMB. If it were a question of putting on service, I should 
say yes, undoubtedly; but it is not a question of putting on, it is a ques- 
tion of taking off. 

I had oceasion at the last session of Congress to say what I now re- 
peat, that the entire service is defective; that the compensation paid to 
railroads is not put upon the proper basis; that we do not pay what we 
ought to pay for speed, we do not pay what we ought to pay for space, 
we do not pay what we ought to pay for weight; in other words, we 
group all these together without any fair degree of consideration as to 
the cost or value to railroads or people of either or of all combined. 
But is that an argument for taking off the entire service? Should I say 
as Tepresenting myself or anybody else that because I disagree to the 
service as I find it, because I think it is unjust to the railroads or un- 
Just to the people or unjust to some particular section, therefore I would 
destroy the whole of it, leave it all out until I could get something which 
Suited me better? By no means. I say here simply now with regard 
to the present status of things tha‘ we should not arbitrarily and unin- 
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| 38,000 pounds, that went on this train. 


of the city of New York for the express benetit of newspapers and a few 
others, and not for the general good. 

Mr. PLUMB. I am very glad that the Senator trom Texas has made 
his remark; it enables me to correct him. It is not very material, per 
haps, but I did not hear the statement of the Senator from Maryland 
to which he refers. It has been asserted here over and over again that 
the Government was paying $47,000 for the fast mail train between 
New York and Chicago. That is not correct; still I do not expect those 
who hear what I say to believe me, because they have said it so often 
that they believe it is getting $47,000. The fact that it is not true does 
not make any difference. 

Mr. DAVIS, of West Virginia. The Senator 
that it is correct as to the present year. 

Mr. PLUMB. The amount being paid is $25,000. Of course the lit 
tle matter of $22,000 discrepancy is not of any consequence; but still 
that is the fact. 

The further statement is made, for the purpose of discrediting this 
service, that the Pennsylvania Railroad runs a train out of New York, 
leaving at substantially the same hour and getting to Chicago at the 
same hour, on which the mail might be carried. That is not correct 
It is correct that the Pennsylvania Railroad runs a train called the 


will allow me to say 


| limited express train, running just three cars and no more, on which $9 
reason that we are now upon the threshold of an investigation which | 


extra passenger fare is charged. Ifa man has a pass over the Pennsy! 
vania Railroad from New York to Chicago, it is not good on that train 
It is composed entirely of Pullman cars, with the exception of what is 
called an apartment car, one-half of which is a smoking car and the 
other half is for baggage, and a very small amount of baggage indeed, 
in which the railroad company permits the Government to deposit 
thousand pounds of mail matter and no more 
I have no doubt some will say that we are 


at 
legislating to the effect 


On the fast train from 


ask you 
how long the Pennsylvania Railroad would continue to run a limited 


express train at that rate of speed which only permits it to run a train 
of four cars if we were to impose upon them the necessity of putting 
The result would be to break up 
thetrain. Thatcompany, simply asa matter of convenience, have agreed 
that they would carry a thousand poundsof mail matter from New York 
to Chicago, and that they do carry, and the remainder of the mail is cat 
ried on the three postal cars that depart from New York at the same 
time the Pennsylvania Railroad train does, and for which some $25,000 
per annum extra is paid 

Now, a word as totheamountof thismail. I read now froma letter ot 
the superintendent of the railway mail service, which I received thi 
morning, and which I propose to have published in the Recorp 


This train carries a very large mailfrom New York. December 20th there was 


a count of weight taken, and there were 32 pouches and 445 sacks; total weight 


December 2lst were Ponouches of letter 


and circular mail, )4 sacks of paper mail; total weight, 45,020 pounds 


In other words, there is forty times the amount of mail carried on 
this train which can be carried upon the Pennsylvania Railroad’s lim 
ited train It comes then to this, that if you take off this subvention 
if you may call it such, or compensation, you take eff the mail; that 
is all. 

So far as I know there is not 2 man, woman, or child in the State of 
Kansas who has any interest in this matter at all. No mail that goes 
into Kansas of consequence from New York goes by way of Chicago. It 
is of no interesttous. Therefore I do not regard this from a local stand 
point. I am as much interested as the Senator from Texas or the Sen 
ator from Maryland, or any other senator, in the extension of this service 
if it is to exist; but as amember of the committee having charge of thi 
matter, in view of the facets which we are all the time concerning our 
selves about, the extension of facilities, inquiring how we can get bette: 
facilities and at the same time give to the people these facilities for less 
money, I do not see how we can justify ourselves in breaking upa sem 
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| 
ice which is carried on with comparatively small cost to the Govern- | 
ment and around which, as I said, the business of important localities | 
has adjusted itself in such a way that to take it away would do perhaps | 
incalculable injury. 

It is forthese reasons and these reasons alone, and because of the duty | 
devolved on me, having charge of this bill that ladvocate the retention of | 
these special facilities. They are not, as I think, extravagantly paid for. 
They are, as I believe, of very great value, and they can not be had un- 
less some sum is paid for them; and all the talk about service being 
rendered to these localities by the regular trains independent of the expe- 
dition that is provided for is entirely apart from the fact. 

I will read further trom the letter which [ have spoken of, for the 
purpose of emphasizing what I have said about the necessity for this, 
or the desirability of it, at all events. In response to the suggestion of 
the Senator from Mjssouri, yesterday, that the fast train to the South 
was overtaken by a subsequent train, I am informed by the superin- 
tendent of the railway mail service that this train which leaves New 
York for the South at 4.35 in the morning takes three postal cars: 


The train that leaves New York at 4.35 a. m. carries three postal cars, two of 
which are for Pittsburgh and the West. 


That much at least of the mail which goes west is expedited by reason 
of this service. It may not be known to some Senators, but it is a fact, 
as any one who does travel over that route may have occasion to ob- 
serve, that all this mail can not be carried in every train. It has to be 
divided and carried in sections. 

Mr. COCKRELL. I will thank the Senator from Kansas to show 
how one solitary package of mail matter destined for any part of that 
great region of country west of Chicago is expedited one second of time 
by this fast train. 

Mr. PLUMB. It is not true of course of the mail deposited at Chi- 
cago, but it is true of the mail leaving New York and going through 
Chicago for the West. 

Mr. COCKRELL. I should like that to be explained, too. 

Mr. PLUMB. The explanation is just as simple as that 2 and 2 make 
4. ‘The only explanation I know of—it is sufficient to me—is that the 
train leaves there six or seven hours earlier. If there is any better one 
I do not know it. 

Mr. SEWELL. I would ask the Senator from Kansas whether it ap- 
pears that there is any extra charge by the Pennsylvania Railroad Com- 
pany between New York and Philadelphia on the Southern fast-mail 
line? 

Mr. PLUMB. None whatever. 

Mr. SEWELL. That train made up at New York goes to Philadel- 
phia without extra charge. 

Mr. PLUMB. I think so; that is my understanding. 

Mr. SEWELL. It is so. 

Mr. PLUMB. The Senator from New Jersey knows better than Ias 
to that; but it is necessary to divide the mail cars that are taken out 
on the Pennsylvania road. They run in two sections. One section 
leaves New York at a later hour and makes a speed which enables it to 
overtake the preceding train at Pittsburgh. 

Mr. SEWELL. It is practically impossible for any one train to carry 
the mail from New York west and make any kind of timeat all. It has 
to be divided. 

Mr. PLUMB. Therefore a portion of the cars, two of them designed 
for Pittsburgh and the west, are put on this train, taken to Philadelphia 
on this expedited time, and carried forward from there in such a way 
as to overtake a train that left at an earlier hour, and thus enable that 
much of the mail which otherwise would be left over for twelve hours 
to get forward to Pittsburgh twelve hours ahead of the time it other- 
wise would. To that extent—although that is a question perhaps of 
railroad management more than anything else—this train does result 
in giving a lange portion of the mail going to Saint Louis an earlier ar- 
rival there than it otherwise would have. 

Mr. SEWELL. And that is not a subsidized train. 

Mr. PLUMB. It is not; that is not a subsidized train. This letter 
is in response to an inquiry which was made yesterday on the sugges- 
tion of the Senator from West Virginia, and it istolerably full. I ask 
that it be inserted in the Recorp. 

The letter is as follows: 

Post-OFFIcE DEPARTMENT, 
Orrick GENERAL SUPERINTENDENT OF RAILWAY MAIL SERVICE, 
Washington, D. C., Janwary 17, 1883. 

Sin: In compliance with the telephonic dispatch from Thomas P. Cleaves, 
clerk of the Committee on Appropriations of the Senate, I have the honor tosub- 
mit the following statement of the companies which at present receive the benefit 
of special facilities: = Ms 4 

New York, New Havenand Hartford Railroad Company, New York to Spring- 
field, $17,647.06, 

This is an arrangement by memorandum agreement between the honorable 
Postmaster-General and the president of the road, which has been in force from 
year to year for some years. The schedule is as follows : 

Leave New York at 5 a. m.; South Norwalk, at 6.33 a. m.; Bridgeport, Con- 
necticut, at 7.6a.m.; New Haven, Connecticut, at7.45a. m.; Hartford, Connect- 
jout, at 9.26 a m.; Springfield, Massachusetts, at 10.25 a. m. 

Without this train the mail would be delivered at New Haven at 10.30 a. m., 
which connects at New Haven with train leaving at 8.03 a. m., with postal clerk 
for New London and Providence. Mail is received and delivered at all inter- 
mediate ewer and delivered at New London at 10.0 a. m., instead of 12.46 p. 
mi.; and Providence at 12.48 p. m., instead of 3.45 p. m. 

There is a train connection from Providence to Boston. 





The New Haven and Willimantic railway l officé leaves New Haven in ' 
connection with this train at 7.50 a. m.; Willimantic connects with the Boston ba 
and Waterbury railway postal office, and mails are delivered and received at al} 
places between New Haven anc Boston. Mails are delivered at Middletown at 
8.45 a. m. instead of 2.20 p. m., and arrive in Boston at 1.35 p. m. instead of 3.55 
p.m.; arrive in Hartford at 9.26 a.m. instead of 11.5 a. m.; in Springfield at 
10.25 a. m. instead of 12.38 p. m. 

Mail for Lowell and Lawrence is delivered at 3.30 p. m.; formerly delivered 
at 6.30 p.m. Early deliveries are also made at Worcester, Salem, Lynn, New 
buryport, Haverhill, and many other important offices in Massachusetts; also 
to Nashua, Manchester, Concord, Portsmouth, Dover, Great Falls, and to other 
offices in New Hampshire, and to points in Maine as far east as Portland. 

This train receives a connection from Washington leaving the previous day 
at 4.20 p. m.; also connections from Baltimore and Philadelphia, which together 
with the mail from New York is very nm 

On the morning of the 20th of December there was dispatched on this train 
30 pouches of letter mail and 214 sacks of paper mail ; total weight 19,370 pounds. 
On the morning of the 2lstof December there was dispatched on this train 21 
pouches of letter and circular mail and 212 sacks of paper mail; total weight 
18,985 pounds. 

New York Central and Hudson River Railroad, New York to Albany, $25,000 

This train was established at the instance of the Post-Office Department as a 
special first to Poughkeepsie, and afterwards to Albany, where the postal cars 
are transferred to the regular train made up there for Buffalo, and from Buffalo 
to Chicago on the limited express, where it arrives the following day at 10. 40 
a.m. The schedule is as follows, with comparison : 

Leave New York at 4.3) a. m. instead of 8 a. m.; Poughkeepsie at 6.30 a. m. in- 
stead of 10.36 a. m.; Rhinecliff at 6.44 a. m. instead of 11.08 a. m.; Hudson at 7.32 
a.m. instead of 12.01 p. m.; Albany at 8.20 a. m. instead of 1 p. m.; Troy at8.50 
a. m. instead of 1.15 p.m .; Schenectady at 9 a.m. instead oF 135 p. m.; Little 
Falls at 10.45 a. m. instead of 3.50 p. m.; Utica at 11.40 a. m. instead of 4.40 p. m. ; § 
Rome at 12.10 p. m. instead of 5.09 p. m.; Syracuse at 1.40 p. m. instead of 6.40 p 
m.; Buffalo at 7.20 p. m. instead of 12.15 a. m.; Cleveland, Ohio, at 12.23 a. m. in- 
stead of 6.35 a. m.; Toledo at 3.27 a. m. instead of 10.45 a. m.; arrive at Chicago 





at 10.40 a. m. instead of 8 p. m. 
_ ‘The connection is made at Toledo with the 4.35 a. m. run out of New York that ; 
is not made by the run that leaves at 8 o'clock. Mail that arrives at Toledo on 


the train leaving New York at 8 o’clock remains at Toledo from 10.45 a. m. un 
til 5.40 p. m. going over the Wabash line, arriving in Chicago at 10.40 a. m. instead i 
of8p.m,. This arrival at Chicago at 10.40 a. m. instead of 8 p. m. is equivalent 
to saving one business day to Chicago and for all points west and northwest of 
Chicago, as the principal connections are made at Chicago, and this is particu- 
larly the case for all points west of Omaha, asthe Union Pacific Railroad only 
runs one train per day and this train makes no connection. This train carries 
avery large mail from New York. December 20 there was a count of weight 
taken and there were 32 pouches and 445 sacks; total weight 38,000 pounds that 
went on this train. 

December 21 there were 32 pouches of letter-circular mail, 504 sacks of paper 
mail; total weight, 43,020 pounds. 

The special-facilities compensation on the Atlantic Coast Line is as follows: 
Philadelphia, Wilmington and Baltimore Railroad Company—Phila- 

ee BO I, OO CIID cscccnveccrnnsenessoocesvecsssncuensentivnssonenenssoeses £20, 000 00 
Baltimore and Potomac Railroad Company—Bay View to Quantico, 








bs anpnvescnconnnsevasescpenabonsebareecevenneewecnens ae ae fF 
Richmond, Fredericksburgh and Potomac Railroad—Quantico to 

seb aianenspmnibnpensoeiies 17,419 26 
—_ae and Petersburgh Railroad—Richmond to Petersburgh, 23 

ST hncsnkauiiaiiseeebidetinbibsunnthnantipandadiintbeniibeineikeucmavasngicinbiabsanypissncutciaseseet 4,197 50 
Petersburgh Railroad—Petersburgh to Weldon, 64 miles.................... 11, 680 00 
Wilmington and Weldon Railroad—Weldon to Wilmington, 162 miles. 29.565 0 
Wilmington, Columbia and Augusta Railroad—Wilmington to Flor- 

a cons iiceitsicnisececettniniciaiichieenttianinashidhinniaialialatespipatabinnuniapeabiebeaneiind 20,075 0 
Northeastern Railroad of South Carolina—Florence to Charleston 

Sa ia oa call ca seb ieibhnceneaiebeetan ackaasienenchgubchmbowiplins’ 7,337 & 
Total compensation from Philadelphia to Charleston Junction, South . 

Carolina, for what is familiarly known as the “Atlantic Coast 

SOIL ilinchadeethdlisnnidiabapidedeseianabshnneipeuehinvaesbtnisenseashvn semeaveneensovonseenbene 142, 274 2 


The schedule, with comparative statement, on this line is as follows: 

Leave New York at 4.25a. m. instead of 8.25 a. m.; Philadelphia at 7.20 a. m 
instead of 11.50 a. m.; Baltimore at 9.55 a. m. instead of 3.30 p. m.; Washington 
at 11.25 a. m. instead of 5 p. m.; Richmond at 3.17 p.m. instead of 10 p. m. 
Petersburgh at 4.06 p. m. instead of 10.50 p. m.; Weldon at 5.56 p. m. instead of 
1.18 a. m.; Wilmington at 10.55 p. m. instead of 7.02a.m. Arrive, Charleston at 
6.50 a. m. instead of 4p. m.; Savannah at 11 a. m. instead of 11 p. m.; Jackson 
ville at 4.50 p. m. instead of 7.30 a, m. 

Now this is the schedule which is in operation at the present time, and wil! 
probably be,so far as the train leaving Washington at 5 p. m. is concerned 
only for a short time during the winter months; then it is one train per day 
the 5 p. m. train being discontinued. So that mailfor points south of Richmond 
remains at Washington from its arrival at 4.40 p. m. until the following day at 
6.30 a. m. 

Again, on 


















231, 232, 233, and 234 of the honorable Postmaster-General s 
annual report for 1882, reference will be found to fast mail and special facilitie= 
The schedule from what is therein stated is but slightly varied. 

Priorto December last there was a train that left Boston at 7 p. m. on the New 
York and New England Railroad. The train for Philadelphia and pointssout! 
was taken on the steamer Maryland at Harlem River,thence to Jersey City, wher 
it made the connection with the 4.35a. m. train for Charleston, South Carolina, ani 
paste west and south of the last-named place. At that time the steamer Mary- 
and became disabled and it was withdrawn from service. Consequently th: 
New York and New England train eortes 
which deprives Boston and all of New England of connection with the train 
leaving New York at 4.35 a. m. for Philadelphia, Baltimore, Washington, Rich- 
mond, and Wilmington, and arriving at Charleston the next morning after lea\ 
ing — York at 6.50 a. m., Savan at 10.30 a. m., and Jacksonville, Florids 
at 4.50 p. m. 

The special facilities were largely paid between Philadelphia and Charleston, 
which perfected the system of trains and made a continuous service. 

If the appropriation is made so that the railroad companies can feel reason« 
bly certain of the connections from New York and Philadelphia to the Sout! 
I have no doubt that the honorable Postmaster-General can secure the servic: 
on the steamer Maryland, and the New England train will be re-established wit!) 
out paying any money out of the 1-facilities appropriation for that portio: 
of the service, which will re-establish the connection between Boston, New Yor 
Philadelphia, Baltimore, Washington, and the South, which the New Englan’ 
people so very much desire. 

The train that leaves New York at 4.35 a. m. carries three postal cars, two 0! 
which are for Pittsburgh and the West, and one for Washington and the South 
This train carries a very large mail. 

December 20, 1882, there wasdispatched from New York to this train 54 pouclic- 
of letter mail and 585 sacks of paper mail; total weight, 50,350 pounds. Decei 
ber 21 there was eee to this train 56 pouches of letter mail and 660 sack- 
per mail; total weight, 56,500 pounds. ; 
ay 18, 1882, at 4.35 a. m., there was dispatched to this line from the New Yor! 


Boston at 7 p. m. was discontinued 
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-office for points south of Washington 13,997 letters, 21,840 circulars, and 
unds of second, third and fourth class matter. 
In addition to this the train carried the mail received from the New England 
connection to Philadelphia, Baltimore, and Washington, which made a very 
large connection. 


The train that left Boston at 7 p.m. now leaves New York at 4.35 a, m., and is 
the only reasonable fast service from New England and New York to the South 
Consequently it is the more important that it should be maintained. 

Very respectfully, 
W. B. THOMPSON, 
(ieneral Superintendent 
Hon. P. B. Prumn, United States Senate. 


Mr. ALLISON. I think we have spent a reasonable amount of time 
on this question of fast mails; and it seems to me the Senate under- 
stands it now as well as it can, at least I shall occupy only a few mo- 
ments in giving the Senate my understanding of it. 

lag to this amendment in committee with some reluctance, re- | 
gretting that we could not expand and enlarge in a limited degree this 
special service; but that could not be done. As we appropriated in our 
extravagant way last year $600,000, and only $185,000 of it is being used | 
this year, the committee thought it proper to leave this facilitated serv- 
ice just as it isnow. The Senator from Maryland is mistaken and so | 
is the Senator from Missouri when they think that this does not benetit 
the western portion of our country. 

Mr. COCKRELL. I say it does not one particle, and I challenge the 
proof. I say here now distinctly that it is not one particle of benetit 
to any portion of the country west of Albany. I say that not a man, 
woman, or child in Missouri, in Iowa, in Kansas, in Nebraska, in any 
of that great western country, receives one particle of mail a second 
earlier by reason of this train. 

Mr. ALLISON. I wanted my friend to emphasize that statement. | 
Now let us see. In the first place, there are trains leaving New York | 
known as limited express trains, leaving at 8 or 9 in the morning and 
arriving at Chicago the next morning at 9.40. These limited express 
trains do not carry mails from New York city. 

Mr. COCKRELL. They can do it. 

Mr. ALLISON. They will not do it, and they can not do it, for the 
reason that the mail can not be thus carried. 

Mr. COCKRELL. Here is a provision to make them do it, and we | 
have the power to do it. 

Mr. ALLISON. Very well; new the Senator simply wants to have 
this limited express train taken off. 

Mr. COCKRELL. Oh, no. 

Mr. ALLISON. Because it is not within their power todoit. The 
fast train that runs from New York city to Albany carries three postal 
cars. The train that leaves New York at the same time by way of the | 
Penasylvania road carries three postal cars from New York city, two 
of them going to Pittsburgh and one of them going south to Charles- 
ton and Savannah. The postal carson the New York Central train run 
from New York city to Buffalo, and at Buffalo the limited express train 
picks up the mail and carries it from Buffalo to Chicago, so that the 
mail train which leaves New York at 4.35 a. m. arrives at Chicago at | 
9.40 the next morning. Now, suppose that mail did not leave at 4.35 | 
in the morning, when would itleave? It could not leave on the limited 
express. It would leave there in the evening or on a slower train later 
in the day, and would arrive at Chicago twelve hours later. 

Mr. COCKRELL. Why can it not leaveon the Pennsylvania Central 
at the same hour? The PennsylvaniaCentral goesout of New York at 
the same hour that this fast train does. 

Mr. ALLISON. That carries nomail, astheSenator knows perfectly 
well. 

Mr. COCKRELL. It carries the mail. 

Mr. ALLISON, It can not carry any mail. There is no necessity 
for any great excitement about this matter. Under the railway situa- 
tion every citizen west of Chicagoand northwest of Chicago receives his 
mail probably twelve or twenty-four hours earlierthan he would if this | 
fast-mail service was not in existence. That is the truth about it. 

It happens, as I have no doubt, that this early morning service from 
New York city originated in the desire of the New York papers to run | 
their papersalong the New York Central and Pennsylvaniaroads. It has 
that effect ; but it also has the beneficial effect of giving all the West, 
at least that portion of it in relations with Chicago, a mail twelve or 
twenty-four hours sooner than they could get it without this arrange- 
ment, unless the Senator assumes that the mail would be carried upon 
the limited express trains, and we know it will not be so carried, al- 
though it is so carried to a limited extent from Pittsburgh and from 
Buffalo. 

I have now stated my reason in brief for supporting this amendment. 
I think the roads south of Philadelphia are paid pretty liberally for the 
service rendered these coastwise cities, when we take into account the 
amount of trade and commerce there as compared with the trade and 
commerce in other regions of our country. But the service is there. 
I do not feel as a member of the Committee on Appropriations that I 
could dispense with that service under existing circumstances. That 
is all there is in the case. 

Mr. BUTLER. Allow me to say that I have no control whatever 
ever the compensation to the railroads. 

Mr. ALLISON. I know that. 

Mr. BUTLER. I do not know whether it is muchor little, sufficient 
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Phat matter must be left to the Postmaster-General 
All I know and all I say is that the community is very much benetited 

Mr. ALLISON. No doubt of it. Now I want to say just a word 
further. The Senator from Delaware [Mr. SAULSBURY ] insisted that 
there were no stoppages between New York and Albany. There are 
three stoppages between New York and Albany of the morning trains 

But Iwant tosay just one word further. The amount paid to the rail 
Ways in the United States for this mail transportation is only about 1 
per cent. of their earnings, all told; and yet the Senator from Missouri 
seems to think and wishes to impress upon us the idea that the railways 
will so arrange their affairs for this 1 per cent. of the total amount re 
ceived as to give a fast mail train from New York city to Chicago upon 
the present rate of compensation. They will not do it; and failing to 
do that, we should do the best we ean. 

Mr. BARROW. Just one word in regard to the practical operation 
in the South of this fast mail train. If the Department had set itself to 
work in order to discover a route south of this place that would be of 
the least possible benefit to the people it could not have selected one 
better calculated to produce that result than the one which has been 
designated by the Senator from South Carolina [Mr. Burien]. Take 
the States of Virginia, North Carolina, South Carolina, and Georgia 
through which this service is now made, and it touches the extreme 
eastern portion of each one of these States; it touches the Atlantic at 
Wilmington, at Charleston, at Savannah, and it almost touches it again 
at Jacksonville, if Iam correct in my understanding of the route over 
which the service is now rendered. 


or insufticient 


According to the way in whieh it i 


| now served, ninety of every one hundred people in the States of North 


Carolina, South Carolina, Georgia, and Virginia receive no henetit from 
this fast mail. 

When the mail was sent over the first route, the Richmond and Dan 
ville, which, so to speak, pierces the very center of these States, the 
practical operations of it, in the State of Georgia at least—I am not pre 
pared to speak for other States—was that a few large cities received some 
slight benefit from the operation, but all persons who live aside from 
the road over which the mail was sent received no benefit from it what- 
ever. The town in which I live, which lies forty miles south of the 
Richmond and Danville road, or, to speak more properly, of the Atlanta 
and Charlotte Air-Line road, over which this fast mail was originally 
sent, is connected with that railroad by a branch road. The business 
men of that place never knew that this fast mail was discontinued until 
they saw it stated in the papers. There was absolutely no change what- 
ever in the time of the arrival of our letters from New York or our let 
ters from New Orleans or our letters from any intermediate point, and 
when this fast mail was taken off the air-line and changed to this othe 
route there was no perceptible change whatever in the delivery of th 
mail in my town. , 

The same thing is true of all the other towns connected with this 
road by branch railroads, and for the simple reason that, while they 
may have made connection with this fast mail, with connecting lines in 
the direct line to New Orleans, they did not make connection with that 
train at least on the side lines which connected the country on both 
sides of the railroad. , 

Mr. PLUMB. 
him a moment? 

Mr. BARROW. 

Mr. PLUMB. I think the service the Senator speaks of was a ser\ 
ice which was put on between Danville and some point in his State or 
in Alabama, and in which the railroad company tried, but ineflectively, 
for anumber of months to make the time the Department required, and 
finally gave it up. So I can well understand that the people who liv« 
in his section of country never got the benefit of it, because it was an 


Will the Senator from Georgia permit me to interrupt 


Certainly. 


| ineffective service, and finally was abandoned by the mutual consent of 


the railroad company and of the Government. So that is not a fair ex 
ampleof the result which has been generally derived from the expedition 
of the mails on the railroad lines under consideration 

Mr. BARROW. The Senator is eminently correct in saying that it 
was an ineffective service, but he is eminently incorrect in saying that 
it was a temporary and local service. Jt was the fast mail from New 
York of which Iam speaking, not only to Atlanta but to New Orleans. 

Mr. PLUMB. That is very true; but what good would a fast mail 
from New York do the Senator from Georgia or his constituents if it 
never got beyond Danville, as it did not frequently, on the expedited 
time, for the reason that the railroads beyond that could not-make the 
speed. And, as the Senator from South Carolina suggests to me, that 
is justified by statements made to us by the superintendent of the rail 
way mail service that they failed four or five times a week 

Mr. BARROW. That is the very thing I complain of. 

Mr. PLUMB. That line was abandoned more than a year ago 

Mr. BARROW. Weare called on to spend money for what we never 
received. And when this change was made, no matter what the cause 
may have been, we are again called on to pay for other railroads doing 
the same thing that this road failed to do, and we failed then and ws 
fail now to receive any benefit. As soon as it was found ont that the 
Atlanta and Charleston line could not make money with the emount 
the Government paid for fast mails, it transferred the service to the 
present route, which goes along the Atlantic seaboard from here to 
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Jacksonville, Florida. Who wants to pay $125,000 a year for carrying | 
a faust mail to Jacksonville, Florida? What is the commercial impor- 


tance of Jacksonville, Florida, that the people of this country should | 


have to pay $125,000 for a fast mail to Jacksonville? It is a town of 
twenty or twenty-five thousand people. It is a resort of tourists. It 
is an agreeable spot at which to spend the later winter months. 
no doubt that those who go there suffering, and who are accustomed 
to mail facilities where they reside, when they go to Jacksonville in 
winter want those same mail facilities kept up. 

Mr. BUTLER. The Senator from Georgia will allow me to correct a 
very serious misapprehension under which he seems to labor when he 
says that the fast mail on the Atlantic Coast Line does not benefit any 
part of Georgia except Savannah. 
stituency at the city of Augusta and the city of Atlanta he will be un- 
deceived as to that statement. Ihave just talked to a gentleman from 
Augusta who says that it is of the very last consequence to that city in 
its business and otherwise that this mail should be continued, because 
they get the New York papers twenty-four hours earlier by it than they 
did under the previous arrangement. 

Now, as I am up, I will state for the information of the Senator some- 
thing, perhaps, that he does not know, that the reason for the discon- 
tinuance of the fast service on the Richmond and Danville line of rail- 
roads was because the Richmond and Danville roads could not make the 
connection; they failed about four days out of every week to make the 
connection and carry the mail through. I think it was an agreement 
between the railroad companies and the Post-Oftice Department that 
caused the cessation of that service; but the Senator is entirely mis- 
taken, he is laboring under an enormous delusion, when he says that 
this line running along the seacoast benefits nobody except those in the 
particular locality. I state of my own personal knowledge that the 
entire State of South Carolina is benefited by it, and I undertake to say 
that the entire State of Georgia is benefited by it, because the fast 
trains from Augusta to Atlanta connect with it and carry the northern 
mail to Atlanta at least twenty-four hours earlier than it would other- 
wise; and therefore the Senator is mistaken, I respectfully submit. 

Mr. BARROW. 
people in the State of Georgia, there are not five thousand who know 
that there is such a thing as a fast mail now in operation, or who know 
by what route it goes, 

Mr. BUTLER. Then I suggest to my friend that we should send 
missionaries to Georgia to inform the people. 

Mr. BARROW. So far as missionaries to Georgia are concerned, 
whenever we do get ready to have them South Carolina would be the very 
last place on earth we should send to for them. [Laughter.] The only 
missionaries that ever crossed the Savannah River who have done any 
good have gone from the Georgia side to the South Carolinaside. As the 
question of missionaries from South Carolina to Georgia has been brought 
on this floor, I will say to the Senator from South Carolina that when 
the good offices of Georgia missionaries on one or two occasions have 
been received by the State of South Carolina, all the good results were 


claimed by the State of South Carolina and all the odium was laid on | 


the Georgia missionaries. 

Now as to the city of Augusta—— 

Mr. BUTLER. Tam sorry that my friend takes so seriously what I 
said about missionaries. 
surprised at his being so sensitive upon the missionary question. 

Mr. BARROW. 1 am not sensitive as to myself, but when it comes 
to the State of Georgia, perhaps I am so. 

Now, as to the question of the benefits derived by the city of Augusta 
from this fast mail. 
that the Senate ought to vote to appropriate this sum of money, is be- 
cause there are a few people in the city of Augusta who take the New 
York papers, and who are benefited by this fastmail service. Why, 
sir, of the 25,000 or 30,000 people of the city of Augusta there are not 
one hundred copies of the New York dailies subscribed for in that town. 
I say if this service is to be kept up, in the first place some steps ought 
to be taken to change the route over which it is conducted. It ought 
to be sent, if possible, through the center of the country, so that others 
besides those living along the line or at the termini of the line where 
these trains stop can receive some of the benefits of it, and not confine 


it to the Atlantic seaboard, so as to benefit the people of Weldon, the | 
people of Wilmington, the people of Charleston, the people of Savan- | 
It is claimed that this mail serv- | 


nah, and the people of Jacksonville. 
ice is administered for the benefit of the States of North Carolina, 
South Carolina, Georgia, Tennessee, and Alabama. It does not touch | 
Tennessee; it does not touch Alabama, and it only touches one or two | 
counties in the State of Georgia. Something ought to be done to dis- 
seminate these benefits among the people generally, or it ought to be 
discontinued. 
Mr.CALL. M 
upon this subject. 
ery of the mail in Florida between six and eight hours. The mail de- 


r. Presiden], it is proper that I should say a few words 


livery at Jacksonville, Florida, supplies the southern mail to the Gulf 


of Mexico and as far as Key West. The expedition with which the | 
mail may be delivered in that State is of great importance to a vast 
amount of shipping and commerce on the Atlantic and the Gulf that 
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I have | 


I think if he will consult his con- | 


I undertake to say that of the million and a half 


I said it jocul: ily entirely, and therefore Iam | 


The reason which the Senator gives for saying | 


The fast mail expedites the arrival and the deliv- | 
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is connected more or less with the ports and shores of the State ot 
Mlorida, 

There is no mail from Key West toCuba. But because of this expe- 
dition the mail can be delivered just that much sooner, that is from six 
| to eight hours, than it would have been by the ordinary trains running 
on the usual time and for the regular and local demands of the con- 
necting lines of railroad. The objection to fast mail service because one 
| or another line or route is proposed, or because the mail leaves at 4 0’clock 
a. m. or at any other hour convenient or inconvenient, or because an 
other line of railway makes the same time from other or the same place 
of departure to the place of delivery, is altogether unreasonable and 
has nothing to do with the amendment, which simply proposes the con- 
tinuance of mail service between points where it can not be denied it 
is of advantage to great commercial interests. 

These objections only impeach the good judgment or the honesty of 
purpose of the Postmaster-General, and not the advantage of the serv- 
ice asasystem. If the statements of Senators are true that the ordi- 
nary trains deliver the mail at the same time as the fast trains, then 
the Postmaster-General is to blame. But there has been nothing stated 
in support of this statement except that another line of road runs « 
train which makes the same time. 
| This has nothing to do with the question, and it may have been in- 
duced by the establishment of the fast-mail service on the other line, 
and I have nodoubt will find satisfactory vindication, as has been stated 
by the Senator from Kentucky [Mr. Beck], consistent with the inte|- 
ligent and capable discharge of his duty by that high official. 

So far as the coast line is concerned, it is the most expeditious route 
to the cities of the Atlantic south and to the terminal points of mail 
trains. The entire commerce by sea of the State of the Senator from 
Georgia, who has spoken here against this amendment, is delivered foi 
shipment at Charleston and at Savannah, and a great interest of com 
merce of that State is concerned in this expedition of the delivery o| 
the mail at Savannah and at Augusta and at Charleston. 

I shall not enter into the arguments upon this subject further than 
to say that there is no force in the ideaof this being a monopoly. This 
is an attack upon the Postmaster-General and his honest and judicious 
administration of his office. 

The Senator from Delaware [Mr. SAULSBURY] contends that a slow 
mail is better than a fast mail, as if it were not the established business 
habit of the age to expedite for all business transactions the rapid de 
livery of the mail. Senators argue as if the denial of this mail facility 
to some other part of the country was a reason for taking it away fron 
that portion where it is doing efficient service. I undertake to say that 
avast amount, at least one-third, of the commerce of this country in th: 
Southern States is directly benetited by this fast-mail service trom New 
York, and that it meets with the entire approval of the business com 
munities of Richmond, of Charleston, of Wilmington, of Savannah, ot 
Key West, and the commercial interests between this country and Ha- 
vana and the shipping interests of the Gulf of Mexico. How you can 
; make a monopoly or anything resembling it out of compensation given 
by the Postmaster-General for a fast-mail service it is impossible to un 
derstand. If other lines of road should have compensation and fast 
| mail service, give it to them, but do not call this a monopoly because 
| Senators have not asked and obtained proper legislation to that end. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr. FARLEY in the chair). Themorn 
ing hour has expired, and the Chair will lay before the Senate the un 
finished business, which is the bill (H. R. 5538) to reduce internal-reve 
nue taxation. 

Mr. ALLISON. I hope the Senator from Vermont will allow us to 
take a vote on this fast-mail question to-day. If we do not take a vote 
| to-day I think it will take all the morning to-morrow, as we shall ¢ 

over the same thing again. 
| Mr. MORRILL. If there is no further debate I shall not object toa 
vote being taken on this proposition. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The question is on agreeing to tli 
amendment of the Committee on Appropriations. 

Mr. COCKRELL. I wish to detain the Senate about three minutes 
upon it. 

Mr. ALLISON. All right. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Does the Senator from Vermont viel: 
to the suggestion made by the Senator from Iowa? 

Mr. MORRILL. Yes, I yield for three minutes. 

Mr. COCKRELL. The Senator from Iowa [Mr. ALLISON] spok: 
| about my wanting to compel the railroads to do so and so. The Sena 
| tor is chairman of the Committee on Appropriations, which in this ver) 

bill proposes the legislation which I shall read. I suppose that he i- 
| responsible for it; he is the responsible head of that committee: 

And if any railroad company shall fail or refuse to transport the mails 
which this appropriation is made, when required by the Post-Office Depart men! 


upon the fastest train or trains run upon said road, said company shall have it 
pay reduced 50 per cent. of the amount now provided by law. 





If the railroad companies do not transport the mail upon the faste- 
train, here is the power given to make them do it, and the Senator from 
Iowa is responsible for it. I challenge the Senator to bring the proo! 
and I challenge any Senator here to bring any proof, that one solitary 
| particle of mail matter west of Chicago is hastened in its deliv ery ont 
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minute. I propose to read some evidence on this question, and I will read 
now from page 10 of the CONGRESSIONAL ReEcorD of December 17. | 
read fromsomestatements made by adistinguished citizen of the United 
States, Hon. GEORGE M. ROBESON, a member of the Committee on Ap- 
propriations of the House of Representatives. He says: 

It is already shown and admitted that fast trains for the West leave at the same 
time the special-facility train leaves New York for Philadelphia; and it is also 
shown that this only covers the mail which has accumulated after business 
the mail which has accumulated so late it can not be carried out on the evening 
trains leaving as late as half past 8 at least. 

I presume he knows something of what he is talkingabout. He had 
opportunities of conferring with the Postmaster-General and others, 
and is a distinguished leader in the public service. 

Now, I read from another distinguished gentleman, Hon. JoseruG. 
CANNON, of Illinois, where Chicago is situated, a member of the House 
Appropriations Committee, a man who is presumed to know what he is 
talking about. This was uttered on the 16th of December: 

| do say further that all they have got todo to run their fast trains for their 
passengers isto make one passenger-car less and substitute in its place a mail- 
car for which they receive as much pay, I can safely say, as they receive for 
the passenger service. I do say further that there leaves the city of New York 
by the Pennsylvania Central a train at the same hour that the train leaves by 
the New York Central—the fast mail train—and that reaches Chicago as soon as 
the other does by the New York Central. 

Mr. CAMERON, of Wisconsin. That is admitted, I suppose; but the 
train that leaves on the Pennsylvania road is the limited express train, 
and that train only carries a thousand pounds of mail. The question 
is, if it were compelled to take three car-loads of mail could it runthrough 
on the time that it now does ? 

Mr. COCKRELL. Unquestionably: and here is the power to make 
it take it: 

I do say further that it is in the power of the Postmaster-General 


Mr. INGALLS. Irise to an inquiry: Is the Senator reading from 
observations made hy a member of the House at the present session on 
this same subject ? 

Mr. COCKRELL. 

Mr. INGALLS. 

Mr. COCKRELL. 
of Representatives. 

Mr. INGALLS. I understood the Senator to say that the remarks 
were made by Hon. JOSEPH G. CANNON on the 16th day of December. 

Mr. COCKRELL. Yes, sir; I did. 

Mr. INGALLS. Of course the Senator is aware that it is not in order 
to refer to what has been said in the other House on this subject ? 

Mr. COCKRELL. Iam not saying a word about what was said in 
the other House. 

Mr. INGALLS. I raise the point of order so that this may not pass 
into a precedent, because difficulties might arise from the course the 
Senator from Missouri is now pursuing. Not that I do not agree with 
him or with what was said, but the parliamentary law is so plain and 
the reason for it is so just that I think he himself willsee that it is im- 
proper to repeat speeches here that have been made in the other House. 

Mr. COCKRELL. I have not said a word about quoting any man’s 
speech made in the House of Representatives. Distinguished citizens 
of the United States are entitled to have their utterances, wherever 
made, quoted when their names are attached to their utterances, and | 


Am I reading what ? 
From a debate had in the House of Representatives ? 
I have said nothing about a debate in the House 
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| with one of the company’s leased lines I believe (the 
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| New York city for the West goes out on the train which leaves there at 


8.40 or 8.50 in the evening, and reaches Chicago in advance of mail car 
ried by the special-facility train of which the’? gentlemen have bee1 
speaking. ‘*All the letters deposited in the several mail depositories 
of New York city not later than 5 o'clock in the afternoon go out on this 
8.40 evening train, and reach Chicago and all other points in the West 
in advance of mail carried by any train leaving New York city at half 


3 y ‘ ae é | past 4 o'clock the next morning.’ 
hours, after business is over and business necessities have been satistied—only | 


Mr. MORRILL. I call the Senator's attention to the understanding 


Mr. COCKRELL. I shall be through in one minute. I want t 
make just one other statement as to the trains on the Pennsylvania 
Railroad. ** There is a regular mail train on the Pennsylvania Railroad 


leaving New York city at 4.30 o'clock in the morning, the same hour 
at which the special-facility train leaves on the New York Central for 
Albany. This train on the Pennsylvania Railroad carries the mails 
It is not the fast train; but by connection at Pittsburgh, 


Fort Wayne road ) 


| it may put the mail into Chicago at the same hour asthe 1.30 special-taeil- 


| by the schedule this train trom New York would make such « 


ity train puts its mail there—what little it does put there But when 
this Pennsylvania Railroad train reaches Pittsburgh there is run from 
that point what is called a fast train, with which it connects. Though 
hhection, 
it is claimed by the Department that the connection is not always.cer 
tain, that this fast train from Pittsburgh to Chicago does not transport 
the mails regularly. Yet, as lam intormed also by the Department 
the fact is that all the mail pouc&ed for Chicago may be transported 
over that fast line and deposited in Chicago at precisely the same time 
that the special-tacility mail would reach there. We ot the West deriv: 
no benetit whatever trom existing special mail facilities, and will not if 
the amendment prevails.” 

I state positively that not one particle of benetit is derived Jy the 
citizens and business men of Illinois or of any other State west of there 
by this special-facility train. It isa gratuity, an absolute gift of 325,000 
to one railroad company without any equivalent return whatever to the 
tax-payersof the UnitedStates. — | hope theamendment will not prevail 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The question is on agreeing to the 
amendment of the Committee on Appropriations 

Mr. COCKRELL. [ask for the yeas and nays 

The yeas and nays were ordered 

Mr. President, | do not propose to prolong this discussion, but 1] 
wish simply to call the attention of the Senate to the fet that the 
arguments that are made by Senators against the continuance of this 


service do not show the truth. No Senator will say that there can 


| be a fast-mail service without some consideration paid for it which does 


not appertain to the ordinary running of the trains, but they discuss 


| the conduct of the Postmaster-General and speak of his injudicious ai 


am simply stating what these gentlemen said about acertaim time. I | 


am not stating that it was said in the other House, nor am I referring 
to the House debates. 

Mr. INGALLS. If the Senator is reading from the CONGRESSION AL 
RecorD of the present session remarks made by a member of the House 
of Representatives upon this subject, I object to it. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Chair understands that the point 
of order made by the Senator from Kansas is well taken. 

Mr. COCKRELL. I propose now to make the statement I was pro- 
ceeding to make, and I doit on my own responsibility: ‘‘I do say fur- 
ther that it is in the power of the Postmaster-General to place these 
6,000 letters collected in New York after the last regular train leaves on 
this Pennsylvania train without one cent of additional pay for special 
facilities, and it is his duty to do it, in my opinion, instead of paying 
$25,000 a year for the use of'a locomotive and car to run from New York 
. Albany to overtake another train that leaves some time prior to 
that.’’ 


Mr. President, I propose to make another statement. It has been 


rangements. The Senator from Missouri will not say that if the fast 
mail train left at 8 o'clock in the evening it would not expedite the 
delivery of letters that much more in Chicago and with all connecting 
points. His statement is that the fast mail leaves at 4.50 a. m. and 
other trains leaving at § p.m. carry the mail of the day before, no letters 
being written after business hours 

{ merely wish to call attention to the thet that there is no foree not 
logical truth in these propositions, and to say that the fast-mail service, 
which is dependent upon roads running special trains without regard to 
their local interestsand local business, requires no additional compensa 
tion, and that the time, & o'clock a. m., at which the train leaves New 
York prevents it from carrying a letter mail, is not true or important to 
the argument for this appropriation. The expedition is what is paid fo 

New York is the great commercial center of the country. A fast-mail 


| service to and from her concerns the whole country and all the peopl 


| Senate more than a moment 


stated that ‘‘the special-facility train which leaves New York at half | 


past 4 o'clock in the morning carries 6,000 letters, which accumulate 
in the New York city post-oflice after 7 or 8 o’clock in the evening and 
before the hour of departure of that train, that are destined for points 
west of Buffalo, and’’ from that it is ‘‘to be inferred that those 6,000 
letters are destined for Chicago and other commercial centers of the 
West.’ 

; Mr. President, I say that nearly ‘‘all the business mail of New York 
city for the West goes out on the train which leaves there at 3.40 or 8.50 
in the evening, and reaches Chicago in advance of mail carried by the 
special-facility train of which the gentleman speaks.’” Now, I challenge 
them to meet that proposition that nearly ‘‘all the business mail of 





The press, the newspapers of the great cities of the country, and the 
people who read them ought to have special mail facilities, and the Gov 
ernment should furnish them the greatest possible expedition. These 
great papers carry the news which affects prices and trade everywhere, 
and if Senators want them they should ask for them and not 
destroy them where they now are. 

Mr. BECK Mr. President, I will take but a moment 
unable to hear the discussion to-day 
to the fact that I was unfortunately a 
having (I believe the expression was) 
this matter. [Mr. MORRILL rose. ] 


seek to 


Ihave been 
reference has been made 
of the committee in 
fullen into the trap in regard to 
[ shall not occupy the time of the 
We have had this service established for 
some time. We made an effort to extend it The Postmaster-General 
failed, for some reasons that [ think aresatistactor We have provided 
here fora commission to be appointed to try to regulate this thing here 

after carefully so as to give us all equal benefits, and I did not seek, 
since we could not get all we desired, to break up what is now a bene 

ficial service. The Postmaster-General had shown that he failed to use 
any of the $600,000 appropriated except the $155,000 now in use, and 
I thought it was but fiir that this service should continue until we 
if we could not extend it, as we all desire should If we 


Some 


member 


“AW 


be done ean 


| not, then when the proper time comes I will agree with other Senator 


to strike it all out. In the mean time I think it is fair for the 
that the amendment proposed by the committee should be adopted 
Mr. PLUMB. I should like 


service 


if the Senator from Vermont will allow 
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me, to detain the Senate just a moment, to make a statement to go 
along with the other statements made in regard to the time of the ar- 
rival in Chicago, It will not take me over two minutes at the outside. 

It has been stated here that there is no gain in time to the mail 
either at Chicago or west of there by this fast train between New York 
and Albany. ‘The actual fact is that it arrives at Chicago ten hours 
earlier than any other train that leaves New York in the morning. 
There is a gain of twelve hours by reason of the connection to all that 
section of country west of Chicago, and in some cases even of twenty- 
four hours where only one mail a day is carried on lines connecting 
with the main lines leading out of Chicago. 

I desired to make that statementsimply in correction of the statement 
that has been made to the opposite effect, so that it might go along 
with those statements in the RecorD of to-day’s proceedings. 

Mr. MORRILL. Now, if the vote can be taken without any further 
debate, I shall not object; but I do object to any further debate upon 
this question. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The question is on agreeing to the 
amendment of the Committee on Appropriations, on which the yeas and 
nays have been ordered, 

The Principal Legislative Clerk proceeded to call the roll. 

Mr. JACKSON (when Mr. HARRIS’s name was called). My col- 
league [Mr, ILARRIS] is paired with the Senator from Michigan [Mr. 
Freery}. I make the announcement for the day. 

Mr. MORGAN (when his name was called). On this question Iam 
paired with the Senator from New York [Mr. LAPHAM]. If he were 
here, I should vote ** nay.”’ 

Mr. PENDLETON (when his name was called). On this question 
lam paired with the Senator from Massachusetts [Mr. Hoar]. If he 
were here, I should vote ‘‘nay.’’ 

Mr. PUGH (when his name was called). I am paired with the Sen- 
ator from Florida[ Mr. JoNgrs]. But for that pair, I should vote “ nay.’’ 

Mr. SAULSBURY (when Mr. VANCE’S name was called). I was re- 
quested by the Senator from North Carolina [Mr. VANCE] to announce 
when his name should be called that he had been called out of the 
Senate by reason of the death of one of his colleagues in the House of 
Representatives. 

The roll-call was concluded. 

Mr. COCKRELL (after having voted in the negative). 1 voted with- 
out knowing that the Senator from Connecticut [Mr. HAWLEY], who 
is absent to-day, and with whom I am paired, would vote in favor of 
the amendment. I am advised that he would vote for the amendment, 
and, as I voted against it, I-withdraw my vote and announce my pair 
with the Senator from Connecticut, who has been called out of the 
Chamber on special business. 

The result was announced—yeas 32, nays 20; as follows: 

YEAS—22. 


Aldrich, Cameron of Pa., Harrison, Platt, 
Allison Cameron of Wis., Hill, Plumb, 
Anthony, Chilcott, Ingalls, Ransom, 
Reck Conger, Johnston, Rollins, 
Blair, Dawes, MeMillan, Sawyer, 
Brown, Frye, McPherson, Sewell, 
Butler, Hale, Miller of N. Y., Sherman, 
Call, Hampton, Morrill, Windom 
NAYS—20, 
Barrow, Farley, Grover, Slater 
Camden Garland, Jackson, Vest, 
Coke, George, Jonas, Voorhees, 
Davisof W. Va. Gorman, Maxey, Walker 
Edmunds, CGroome, Saulsbury, Williams. 
ABSENT—2. 
Bayard, Hawley, Lapham, Morgan, 
<ockrell, Hoar, Logan, Pendleton, 
Davis of Il., Jones of Florida, MeDill, Pugh, 
Fair, Jones of Nevada, Mahone, Saunders, 
Ferry, Kellogg, Miller of Cal,, Vance, 
Harris, Lamar, Mitchell, Van Wyck. 


So the amendment was agreed to. 
Mr. MORRILL. Now I call for the regular order. 


HOUSE BILL REFERRED. 


The joint resolution (H. Res. 277) providing for anew mixed commis- 
sion in accordance with the treaty of April 25, 1866, with the United 
States of Venezuela, was read twice by its title, and referred to the Com- 
mittee on Foreign Relations. 

INTERNAL REVENUE AND TARIFF DUTIES. 

rhe Senate, as in Committee of the Whole, resumed the consideration 
ofthe bill (HL. R. 5538) to reduce internal-revenue taxation. 

Mr. BECK. The Senator from North Carolina [Mr. VANCE], whois 
now necessarily absent because of the death of one of his colleagues in 
the House, rose just about the time of the adjournment last night to 
propose to strike out ‘50 per cent.’’ and insert ‘45 per cent.,’’ in line 
424. I now propose that amendment. 

Mr. MORRILL. I merely say I hope this will not be done. 


The PRESIDING OFFICER. The amendment of the Senator from 
Kentucky will be reported 
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The PRINCIPAL LEGISLATIVE CLERK. In line 424 it is proposed te 
strike out ‘‘fifty’’ and insert ‘‘ forty-five;’’ so as to read: 

All other earthen, stone, and crockery-ware, white, glazed, edged, printed, 
painted, dipped, or cream-colored, composed of earthy or mineral substances 
not specially enumerated or provided for in this act, 45 per cent. ad valorem. 

Mr. BECK. Mr. President, the present rate of duty on this class of 
goods, which, as was said yesterday very frequently, is the class of goods 
of the cheapest order, which have to be used by everybody, no matter 
how poor, stands at 40 percent. ad valorem. The rate proposed by the 
bill is 50 per cent. and by the amendment 45 per cent., which seems to 
me to be as highas they ought to be. It is admitted they are about 75 
per cent. now, taking into consideration the cost of transportation, which 
is very great upon bulky goods of a cheap character, because they are 
just as bulky, although they are of low value, as the finest china, por- 
celain, or painted parian ware. Therefore the cost is enhanced very 
largely in proportion to their value, the duty being not less than 75 pe1 
cent., perhaps 80 per cent., and it may be, on the lowest orders of them, 
as high as 90 per cent. The av cndment which I move is to insert 45 
per cent., an increase of 12} per cent. upon the present duty of 40 per 
cent. ad valorem. If we are in earnest at all in endeavoring not to in- 
crease taxes, for I have no idea we are going to reduce any, although we 
profess that we are, I think the rate should not be above 45 per cent. 

Mr. COKE. I ask the Senator from Kentucky why he does not make 
his amendment to bring it down to the present rate? 

Mr. BECK. I moved to make it 40 yesterday evening, and upon a 
call of the yeas and nays I was defeated, and accepting the defeat 
gracefully I am now trying to make another rate half way between the 
rate in the bill, 50 per cent., and 40 per cent., the present rate, which 
was defeated on a call of the yeas and nays yesterday afternoon. | 
can not control the vote of the Senate, and therefore I have to do the 
best I can, and now I present the present rate with 12) per cent. added, 
which is more than enough to cover all questions of crates. The pro- 
fession is that though we are adding this increased rate of 50 per cent. 
we propose hereafter somewhere in the bill to strike off some charge 
from the place where the goods are made to the point of shipment so 
that they will be free on board. We have not done that as yet, and | 
am rather inclined to think that we do not propose to do it, if the yeas 
and nays taken yesterday are any indication of the sense of the Senate 

I took pains last night to look over these three items of china and 
cheap crockery ware. Decorated china is now imported to the value of 
$2,075,707, and paysa duty at 50 per cent. of $1,037,853.97. At 60 per 
cent., the importations being at the same rate, the duty on decorated 
china would be $1,245,424, or an increase of $207,571. On plain china, 
which is now 45 per cent., and imported to the value of $316,810, the 
duty collected is $142,564. We propose to make the duty 55 per cent.., 
and with the same amount imported that is imported now, the duty 
would $174,245, an increase of $31,681. On the present schedule that 
we are now dealing with the most important article of all is the cheap 
crockery-ware for all the laboring people who can not afford to buy china. 
Whether a man is white or black, he can not be so poor that he is not 
obliged to have a plate, for he can get a plain plate for less even than 
the tin plate would cost him, on which we have put up the ad valorem 
duty to an extent beyond this. The amount imported now in money 
value of this cheap crockery ware for laboring people put at 40 per cent. 
is $4,438,237, and the amount of the present duty at 40 per cent. is 
$1,775,294. At 50 per cent., as it now stands in the bill reported by 
the Senate committee, on the same values, we should collect $2,219, - 
118, or on this single item of absolute necessity now protected nearly 
80 per cent. an increase of $443,824, or on the three items increase of 
$683,076 in an effort to reduce burdens. Senators talk about giving 
relief, but surely there can be no propriety in exceeding the present rates 
of duty and adding $683,076 to the enormous taxes imposed upon the 
people. 

My friend from Massachusetts [Mr. DAWES] yesterday afternoon 
asked me if these things are not cheaper now than they were years ago. 
I presume they are; but a man living in Windsor, in Canada, can buy 
them 90 per cent. cheaper than a man living in Detroit, across the river, 
can buy them. A man in Windsor can go over to Detroit and work 
all day and go back at night and it will only cost him a dollara month 
to cross the ferry, and he will get his crockery 100 per cent. cheaper 
and his blankets and everything else that much cheaper, and he can un- 
derwork the American laborer who has to pay this 100 percent. Thisis 
one of the items that every man must have. So it is at Buffalo; so it 


| is all along the line; so it is everywhere. 


Why should our people have to pay in this way on things they must 
have, when we do not need the revenue, and the men who are making 
the goods do not need and do not ask any more protection than they 
have at present? Why shall we exact on this necessary article $443,824 
more than we are exacting now? Themen who manufacture the article 
do not ask any more protection than they have now, and the amendment 
which I propose will give them an increase of 12} per cent. over the 
present rate, to cover any contingency that may grow outof the question 
of freights. 

As afurther proof that the tariff as it now exists is afull and adequate 
protection to the manufacturers, I hold in my hand the proceedings of 
the sixth annual convention of the United States Potters’ Association 
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held at Cincinnati, December 2, 3, and 4, 1879. An extract from the 
report of the committee on labor, page 13, reads as follows: 


' committee further believe that the impetus nowgiven tothis branch of 
te will have a healthy growth, and that es continue to receive that pro- 


tection from the Government which we now receive, and which we so much re- | 


uire, the great bulk of foreign goods which now glut our markets will before 
long be replaced by tLose of our own manufacture, and why not? 

I say 80 too. Baye : ; 
pow, and my proposition gives them fully up to what they receive now, 
why should they not be able to carry on their business prosperously ? 
They say they can. That was the action of their own convention, and 
the report of their own committee on labor. An extract from the re- 
port of the committee on raw materials, on page 15, reads thus: 

A high protective tariff can not be expected, and should not be desired to re- 
main foran improper length of time upon any industry, more particularly upon 
industries that deal only in crude material. Hence, it behooves us all to take 
the utmost advantage of the existing state of things, for we must not forget that 
a protective tariff is for the general good, and not for individual benefit. 

In all their meetings both the committee on raw materials and the 
committee on labor express themselves as not only content but grati- 


tied at the rate of protection they were then receiving, and say that they | 
Why in- | 


can not expect it to continue even at that rate much longer. 
crease it when we are secking torelieve burdens? Why increase it when 
we are giving aid to manufacturers ina great variety of ways and to this 
manufacture in particular? 

I desire before I sit down, because I do not like to be contradicted about 
a fact that I have stated, to call attention to the language used by the 
Senator from New Jersey [ Mr. SEWELL ] yeste@lay in reference toa state- 
ment that I had made. 1 could not hear him yesterday; we are in re- 
mote parts of the Chamber, and he does not speak quite as loud as I wish 
he did. The Senator from New Jersey said: 

I desire to correct the Senator from Kentucky. I have no doubt he believes 
all that he states in relation to the reduction made on articles in the tariff that 
are used by the pottery men, but the facts are that they do not use them at all. 
They do not use the articles he refers to in the manufacture of pottery 

I had said: 

We have given tothe manufacturers of those goods since the present tariff, 
which provided 40 per cent. ad valorem, a great many privileges that they did 
not have at thetime the tariff wasenacted. Forexample, we put by the present 
bill the duty on refined borax, which they use in very large quantities, at 3 cents 
a pound instead of 10 cents,as now. That isareduction of 70per cent. on refined 
borax. Litharge, which they use largely, we have reduced 33} percent., or from 
3 cents a pound to 2 centsa pound. China clay, or kaolin, we have reduced 40 
per cent., or $35 aton. Feldspar, which they use largely, from 20 per cent. we 
have puton thefree-list. A large numberof the articlesthat they use have been 
free forsometime, Stilts and spurs, which are used in the perfection of earthen- 
ware, were 24 percent. when the presenttariff was enacted. That we have made 
free since that time. 

Then I quoted some other articles on the free-list. ‘Turning to the 
testimony of J. H. Brewer before the commission, I find he said that the 
great article they use is this China clay, or kaolin. All the articles I 
named are named by him as articles that are the foundation of their 
labor. I think I could not be mistaken in asserting that the articles I 
named, notwithstanding the flat contradiction of the Senator from New 
Jersey, if there is any truth in the testimony of the pottery men them- 
selves, have been greatly reduced below what they were when the tariff 
was enacted, and are being still further reduced by this bill. There- 
fore, in addition to the other reasons, they ought not to ask more than 
12} per cent. increase upon the present rates of duty. I think that is 
far too high, but, having been voted down upon every other proposition, 
I propose a call of the yeas and nays upon that question, so that we may 
see exactly how the record will stand. 


I desire also to say that I hope to obtain the vote of the Senator from | 


Massachusetts [Mr. Hoar], who, when I made the proposition yester- 
day to reduce from 60 per cent. to 50 per cent. upon another class of 
these articles, said : 

I believe I shall vote, if I have an opportunity, to make this duty 55 per cent., 
which is half-way between the proposition of the Senator from Kentucky and 
the proposition of the committee, believing on the authority of persons for whose 
qedgment I have a high respect that5 per cent. is enough to make a fuir equiva- 


ent for the loss of the addition of charges which the Tariff Commission estimate 
at 10 per cent. 


Then he had read a very interesting letter from a firm in Worcester, 
Massachusetts, showing that that was the fact. The 12} per cent. I 
now propose over the present rate is greater than was proposed then, 
and I hope that the Senator from Massachusetts and other Senators can 
at least meet half-way on this proposition and vote for 45 percent., which 
is 12} per cent. increase over the present rate of duty, especially as it 
seems to me that it is all those gentlemen themselves desire or expect, 
and certainly all that we ought to give. 

Mr. MORRILL. I merely desire tosay that this question was debated 
and voted upon in substance pretty nearly all the day yesterday, and 
I should owe an apology to the Senate for repeating the arguments in 
reply to the suggestions made by the Senator from Kentucky. The 
mere difference between the Senator from Kentucky and the Finance 
Committee is, that while he believes that all the cost of packages, of 
other charges, of consular certificates, of commissions, and of inland 
treight would not amount to more than 5 per cent., the Finance Com- 
mittee agree with the Tariff Commission that it do.s amount to 10 per 
cent Therefore the amount proposed by the bill as it now stands being 
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| 5 per cent less than that proposed by the commission is no more than 
would cover the reduced cost the importers will have in making their 
| purchases of these articles. 
There is one thing in relation to what the Senator from Kentucky said 
| that is certainly new tome. Iam informed by him that a man may 
live at Windsor, in Canada, go across to Detroit, and obtain American 
wages, and yet go back to Windsor and buy crockery-ware for 90 per 
cent. less than he can buy it in Detroit; and the Senator even went so 
far as to say he could buy it for 100 per cent. less. That is to say, a 
dollar spent in the United States will not buy as much crockery-ware 
as 10 cents will in Windsor, and that it is subject even there to 100 per 
cent. reduction; that is to say, we may go there and have the crockery- 
ware given to us. I think we shall all be disposed to go to Windsor 
and buy our crockery and do our work in Detroit 

Mr. BECK. The last suggestion of the Senator fron. Vermont is 
smart, perhaps, but it does not deceive anybody. What I said was that 
with the protection of 70, 80, or 90 per cent., according to this proposi- 
tion, a man can buy in Windsor, Canada, if the article is imported free 
| there, or opposite to Buffalo, or in Mexico or the West Indies, or any- 
where where there is not a protective tariff, for $10 as much as he ean 
buy here for $20. 

Mr. MORRILL.. I did not mean to misrepresent the Senator 

Mr. BECK. That is the only statement 1 intended to make, and I 
| supposed it was understood by everybody on both sides, not excepting 
the Senator from Vermont. 

Mr. MORRILL. If the Senator will reter to the Recorp he will find 
that I have not misrepresented his words 

Mr. BECK. He has certainly—I will not say misrepresented me (I 
do not think he would do that in any regard), but in order to say a 
bright thing he has endeavored to make me say what he very well knows 
I did not intend to say, if I said it. We give 12} per cent. advance in 
the duties here by the proposition I make, and Iam content to allow 
the vote to be taken. 

Mr. MCPHERSON. Mr. President, all of the articles comprised in 
this schedule B, known as earthen-ware and glass-ware, occupy almost 
a distinct and separate position in the tariff bill. It is known to every 
Senator here that the material from which they are made is of a cheap 
character; but men are compelled to dig down in the earth and to first 
move vast quantities of earth to reach the clay or kaolin in beds trom 
which the material is taken. It then has to be transported upon cars 
or by some method of transportation to some central point where con 
veniencies and facilities are found for its manufacture. The methods 
of manufacture are old. There has searcely been an improvement yet 
found upon the old potter’s wheel by which the clays have been mixed 

It is said by those who profess to know that a very large percentage 
of the cost, fully, I suppose, 80 per cent., represents labor alone. Itis 
also stated by testimony betore the commission that the difference be 
tween the labor employed in these industries in this country and that 
upon the other side is more than 125 per cent. 

The Senator from Kentucky states that these goods can be bought in 
Canada 90 per cent. cheaper than upon the American side, 
state him or do I not ? 

Mr. BECK. I do not know what they can be bought for in Canada, 
but I say they can be sold and are sold by the people of England and 
France and Germany and all other countries to anybody anywhere out 
side of the United States, if there is no tariff duty, for just the amount 
less the tariff duty we impose upon them 

Mr. MCPHERSON. I will answer the Senator’s proposition when we 
come to that point. If there isa difference of 90 per cent. in the cost of 
goods between the Canada side and the American side it proves one of 
two things. If 80 or 90 per cent. of the cost represents labor, it either 
means that American labor is overpaid or that Canada labor is under 
paid. There is no evading the conclusion; one or the other result must 
be true; one must be vastly overpaid or the other underpaid 

There was no such thing as a pottery industry in this country until 
the period during the war or immediately subsequent to the war, when 
we had large gold premiums that enabled our people to compete with 
foreign countries in the manufacture of earthen-ware, stone, china, and 
everything of the pottery kind, and also glass-ware. Had it not been for 
that fact we should not to-day have a single enterprise of this kind in 
existence, and to-day these enterprises are languishing. Scarcely any 
business is being done. Inthe great pottery industries of Trenton, some 
ninety in number, they are practically doing only enough to keep their 
labor employed so that the men shall not absolutely starve. The wages 
paid to the employés there are not # suflicient recompense to enable them 
to live as the laboring people of this country should live. 

I am not one of those who will ever consent to reduce the reward of 
labor in this country to such a mere pittance that the laboring man can 
not educate his children and make thei fit representatives of republican 
government when they take our places upon thescene. 1 will not con 
sent to deprive the children of laboring men of every comfort and of 
every convenience that belongs to a civilized community. I will not 
consent to strike down an industry which has been for years and years 
struggling, until to-day it has made the cost of these products to the 
American people 50 per cent. what it would have been if this interest 
had not been fostered and protected 
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Mr. MORGAN 
him a question? 

Mr. MCPHERSON. Yes, sir. 

Mr. MORGAN. | want to know what is to prevent a capitalist, or 
anybody else who chooses to do it, from going to England or to Germany, 
wherever he finds the pauper labor of which we hear, and bringing in 
any quantity of it he wants to compete with the higher-priced labor of 
this country, and whether these people can not get on board a steamer 
and come here inside of ninety days? 

Mr. MCPHERSON,. That is a very proper question of the Senator 
from Alabama, and one deserving an answer. In reply I will ask the 
Senator a question: How long would the pauper labor of which he speaks 
remain in the United States of America occupied in a manufacturing 
establishment, while upon the opposite side of the street was a concern 
employing American labor, without demanding the same price that is 
paid to American labor? There is not an instance of that kind. Even 
the Belgians imported four weeks ago into South Jersey and employed 
in the glass factories are to-day demanding and receiving exactly what 
the men were receiving who were turned out. 

Mr. MORGAN. Then'the competition between labor is not like the 
competition between any other productions or any other commerce that 
I can think of, if the competition between labor keeps the price up, 
while competition between meats, provisions, sugars, or what not puts 
the price down. Ido not believe in any proposition that is so utterly 
illogical as that must necessarily be. If we have got a larger supply 


Will the Senator from New Jersey allow me to ask 


of laborers here than the market demands at the moment, the price of 


labor is bound to go down. If there are 10,000 laboring men in the 
city of Washington to-day, and there are only 5,000 of them needed for 
the work that is required to be done, the price of labor is bound to go 
down. Youcan notkeepitup. The 10,000 can not each afford to de- 
mand and they will net demand for their labor what each of the 5,000 
would get. 1 can not conceive of a proposition so thoroughly paradoxi- 
cal as that must be, that the introduction of more labor into this country 
raises the price instead of reducing it. 

Mr. MCPHERSON. Iam willing to admit that supply and demand 
regulate all markets, even the labor market; but there are other influ- 
ences that control very largely the labor interest of every country. 
Take it in Germany, where they employ laborers for a mere pittance; 
take it in some other parts of Europe, particularly in Belgium, where 
this industry is largely carried on; there is found the material of which 
the product is made. It is conveyed of course to central points, where 
it is manufactured. Labor there is cheap. 

In addition to that there is another point I wish to notice at this 
time. There is one thing that has become alm: st an axiom among the 
people engaged in this branch of manufacture. If A, B, or C desires 
to buy a large quantity of pottery or glass-ware he will visit the other 
side, either personally or by an agent; he will make application for the 
purchase of a quantity of materials. What is the answer? ‘* Well, we 
will give you no price upon it here; we will make our price delivered 
to you in New York, in Philadelphia, in Baltimore, or in other ports.’’ 
Why not send Mr. A, or Mr. B, or Mr. C, as the case may be, a bill 
of goods and take his money at the point of shipment? Their object is 
to sell, and not to make any price upon the other side that can be con- 
sidered a market value for the goods; but, on the other hand, the article 
comes duty-paid to our great central points, giving them all the oppor- 
tunity of concealing the real price. For instance, while the value of 
the article might be equivalent to a dollar and a half upon the other 
side to a customer, it is yalued at such a rate in the port of New York 
with the duty paid, and then it is subject to competition with our man- 
ufacture. I have no objection tc all the capital of Europe coming to 
this country; | have no objection to the labor of Europe coming here. 
Let them engage in manufacturing enterprises, bring their labor, bring 
their capital, and consume the products of agriculture here. We will 
willingly accept and receive them, and every one that comes to this 
country and establishes himself becomes a competitor with the man 
already established here, and in that way prevents extortion. 

I do not believe, sir, that the duty upon crockery-ware has any more 
to do with the price of it than anything in the world. It is the home 
compctition that regulates and controls this matter, but the duty pre- 
vents the flooding of the markets here with a product that defrauds our 
labor of employment. 

The Senator from Kentucky says that he wants to reduce this 
duty — 

Mr. BECK. No; IT want to give these manufacturers all they have 
now. 

Mr. McPHERSON. But it is the intention, I understand, to make 
a reduction. I want to say to the Senator that in my opinion—and I 
am confirmed by the testimony of the whole pottery industry in my 
State—if this duty is reduced it will simply be the destruction of that 
industry. Thousands of laborers are employed. They can not stand 
it. The duty should be increased. They should have more protection 
than they have, and I would willingly vote for more. I will vote for 
protection to an industry where I find that it can hardly stagger under 
the load it has to bear. 

Mr. BECK. I have only one suggestion to make to the Senator from 








New Jersey. Iam not seeking to reduce this duty at all below what it 
now is. The Senator speaks of the wages which are being paid. These 
men furnished the Tariff Commission themselves with a statement ot 
what they do. They employ 99,494 hands; they pay $3,279,535 in 
wages ; they pay for materials $2,564,159. The value of their product 
is $7,943,229. The average wages paid are only $345 a year, or ninety- 
four cents a day. There can be no great deal of money that comes into 
the pockets of the laborers engaged in this manufacture. 

Mr. CAMERON, of Wisconsin. That is assuming that all thes: 
laborers are employed constantly during the year, which I understand 
is not the fact. 

Mr. BECK. Itis not the fact because the manufacturers organiz: 
strikes whenever they have a surplus on hand which they can not sel! 
at their own price. It is not the case of laborers organizing strikes, but 
of manufacturers organizing strikes, and while these laborers are not 
at work they have to feed their wives and their children, and pay house- 
rent and for clothing, and buy this very pottery and other things whil: 
they are lying idle; but their average wages for the year, idle and em 
ployed, is thus furnished by themselves. 

Mr. CAMERON, of Wisconsin. If they were employed the whol 
year the compensation that they did receive would amount to 94 cents 
a day. 

Mr. BECK. Yes, but it is worse for them to lie idle until the glut 
leaves the market, when the manufacturer confines himself to selling 
to our own people and will not sell outside. It is better they should 
work every day and receive regular wages all the time, even if the) 
work for less. 

The Senator from New Jersey says this is a new industry grown up 
since the war. Why, sir, there were 2,289 hands employed in it, pro- 
ducing $1,466,063, in 1850; there were 3,144 hands, receiving $1,044,595 
wages, in 1860, and it has been going on like all the rest of our indus- 
tries. It will always be an infant, and the older it gets the more pro 
tection it gets and the more it needs. 

Mr. COKE. During the period from 1350 to 1260 the protection was 
only 24 per cent., and the industry during that period outran the aver- 
age increase of American industries. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The question is on the amendment 
of the Senator from Kentucky [Mr. BEcK]. 

Mr. BECK. I desire the yeas and nays on that. 

The yeas and nays were ordered; and the Principal Legislative Clerk 
proceeded to call the roll. 

Mr. MAXEY (when Mr. MORGAN’s name was called). I am re- 
quested by the Senator from Alabama [Mr. MoRGAN] to say that he 
is paired with the Senator from New York [Mr. LAPHAM]. The Sen- 
ator from Alabama, if here, would vote ‘‘ yea.”’ 

Mr. VANCE (when his name was called). Iam paired with the 
Senator from Louisiana [Mr. KELLoGG]. If he were present, I should 
vote ‘‘yea.’’ 

The roll-call was concluded. 

Mr. HAMPTON. I beg to announce the pair of my colleague [Mr 
BUTLER] with the Senator from Pennsylvania [Mr. CAMERON]. 

Mr. ROLLINS. The Senator from Nebraska [Mr. SAUNDERS] is 
paired with the Senator from Florida [Mr. JoNEs] for the day. 

Mr. PLATT. My colleague [Mr. HAWLEY] is paired with the Sena- 
tor from Missouri [Mr. CocKRELL] for the whole day. 

Mr. COCKRELL. He would vote ‘‘ nay ”’ on this amendment and 
I should vote ‘‘ yea.”’ 

The result was announced—yeas 20, nays 28; as follows. 


YEAS—20. 
Barrow, Garland, Lamar, Saulsbury, 
Beck, George, Maxey, Slater, 
Call, Grover, Pendleton, Vest, 
Coke, Hampton, Pugh, Walker, 
Farley, Jackson, Ransom, Williams. 

NAYS—28. 
Aldrich, Dawes, Logan, Morrill, 
Anthony, Edmunds, McDill, Platt, 
Blair, Frye, MeMillan, Rollins, 
Brown, Gorman, MePherson, Sawyer, 
Cameron of Wis., Hale, Mahone, Sewell, 
Chilcott, Harrison, Miller of Cal., Sherman, 
Conger, Hill, Miller of N. Y., Windom. 

ABSENT—23. 

Allison, Davis of W. Va., Ingalls, Mitchell, 
Bayard, Fair, Johnston, Morgan, 
Butler, Ferry, Jonas, Plumb, 
Camden, Groome, Jones of Florida, Saunders, 
Cameron of Pa., Harris, Jones of Nevada, Vance, 
Cockrell, Hawley, Kellogg, Van Wyck, 
Davis of Il., Hoar, Lapham, Voorhees 


So the amendment was rejected. 

The item was 1 to. 

Lines 426, 427, 428, 429, 430, and 431 were read and agreed to, as 
follows: 


Stone-ware, above the capacity of ten gallons, 20 per cent, ad valorem. 

Encaustic tiles, 35 per cent. ad valorem. 

Brick, fire-brick, and roofing and paving t‘le, not specially enumerated or pro 
vided for in this act, 20 per cent. ad valorem. 
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Lines 432, 433, and 434 were read, as follows: 

Slates, slate pencils, slate chimney pieces, mantels, slabs for tables, and all other 
manufactures of slate, 30 per cent. ad valorem. 

Mr. VANCE. De minimis non curat ler. I move to strike out “‘slate 
pencils,”’ so that the urchin who is acquiring knowledge may not be 
worried by the idea that the pencil with which he ciphers is taxed 30 

yer cent. 

Mr. MORRILL. I trust that will not be done. It is merely asmall 
articleand very insignificant in its cost. A very excellent article is made 
for a very small sum. I trust we shall not pick this bill to pieces in 
that infinitesimal style. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The question is on the amendment of 
the Senator from North Carolina [Mr. VANCE]. 

The amendment was rejected. 

The item was agreed to. 

Line 435 was read and agreed to, as follows : 


Roofing slates, 25 per cent. ad valorem, 


Lines 436 to 443 were read, as follows: 


covered), pickle or preserve jars, and other plain, molded, or pressed green and 


colored bottle glass, not cut, engraved, or painted, and not specially enumerated 


or provided for in this act, 30 per cent. ad valorem ; if filled, and not otherwise 
in this act provided for, said articles shall pay, exclusive of contents, 30 percent 
d valorem in addition to the duty on the contents. 

Mr. MILLER, of New York. I move to amend, in lines 440, 442, and 
143, by striking out the words ‘30 per cent. ad valorem’’ and insert- 
ing ‘‘14 cents per pound,’’ making the duty specific. This is in ac- 
cordance with the recommendation of the Tariff Commission, who gave 
this subject much attention. They say in their report: 

In the matter of glass manufactures we have recommended a change in the 
wording of the paragraph covering plain, mold, and pressed glass, and flint or 
lime glass-ware, and the adoption of a specific instead of an ad valorem duty, 
which we believe to be as low as it can be put and permit the continuance of 
the manufacture here. 

One and a half cents per pound is the rate recommended by the com- 
mission. 

Mr. WILLIAMS. Will the Senator tell me what is the difference 
really between the specific duty he proposes and the ad valorem duty of 
30 per cent. in the bill? 

Mr. MILLER, of New York. I am scarcely able to answer that 
question. I have sought for information upon it; but I tind thatin the 
importation of all this class of goods on the greater portion of them the 
same condition of affairs exists as does in regard to porcelain-ware, that 
the manufacturers on the other side refuse to make a price in Europe, 
and make it delivered in New York or at the works where the bottles 
are to be used in this country. 

Mr. WILLIAMS. I ask the question simply because as a general 
proposition I prefer the ad valorem where it can be properly applied; 
but sometimes there are special reasons why a specific duty might be 
better than an ad valorem one. 

Mr. BECK. My information is on a card I have in my hand, to this 
effect: 

The proposition is to increase from about 30 per cent. to nearly 100 percent. 


Mr. MORRILL. I wish to say to the Senator from New York that 1 
would prefer, perhaps, a specific duty in the latter part of this clause, 
but not in the first part, and if he will make his specific low enough | 
shall be willing to vote for it; but 14 cents a pound would bea very large 
mecrease upon the ad valorem rate. If he will make his proposition so 
that it shall be but 1 cent per pound I think that it would be more 
reasonable, and I shall be willing to vote for it; but I can not vote for 
14 cents. 

Mr. MCPHERSON. I wish to say that 1} cents a pound would be 
equivalent to about 30 per cent. duty on the absolute cost of manutiact- 
uring the goods here. What it is upon goods purchased on the other 
side is very difficult to state, because, as the Senator from New York 
truly says, they refuse to make a price there, and sell their goods no- 
where except delivered on this side, showing very plainly, or at least 
leaving it to be assumed, that very large undervaluations are taking 
place. I think the rate named by the Senator from New York, 1) cents 
per pound, is no more than it ought to be, and I shall vote to make the 
duty 13 cents per pour d. 

Mr. BECK. It is an increase to 100 per cent. from 30. 

Mr. VANCE. Will Senators inform me whether any struggling in- 
dustry will die if this duty on empty bottles is withdrawn? 
industry that will die over an empty bottle ought to perish. 

Mr. MILLER, of New York. About the only people in this country 
who are to receive any benefit from having a low rate of duty upon 
empty bottles are the distillers of whisky and the brewers of lager beer. 
For one I do not care particularly to legislate in their favor. Neither 
lager beer nor whisky will be cheaper to the consumer because the 
distiller or brewer buys his bottle a little cheaper and buys it in Ger- 
many rather than buy it in this country. I am in favor of protecting 
the manufacturer of the glass bottle in this country and not of legislat- 
ing in the interest of the others. I prefer to protect the package rather 
than the contents. 


If so, any 
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The Senator from North Carolina asks whether any struggling in 
dustry will perish for want of this protection. I beg to reter him t 
the report of the Tariff Commission upon this question, which he finds 
it convenient so often to quote here whenever it suits his particular ideas 
I confess that in regard to the action of the Senate Committee on Fi 
nance in this matter Lam unable tosee upon what principle the committec 
have seen fit to act. Frequently they receive and adopt the recommen 
dations of the Tariff Commission, and the Senator from Ohio [ Mr. Site 
MAN] told us the other day that they had endeavored usually to give 
us specific rather than ad valorem rates of duty In this case the Taritl 
Commission have recommended 1) cents per pound upon these articles 
recommending a specific rather than an ad valorem rate of duty 

Mr. MCPHERSON. Will the Senator please state if his amendment 
keeps up the uniformity all through this whole class. The uniformity 
of rate will be kept up by adopting his amendment, I understand 

Mr. MILLER, of New York. Certainly. 1 desire to maintain it 
throughout all the items pertaining tothis matter. Bottles are largely 
imported now in bulk, in bins, in ships, without going t 


eX pense 
I have here a statement that only a short time 
Htaihnine PAtV cal 


loads of empty beer bottles which were brought in bi 


hs without any 

package whatever and were taken out and shipped directly to the lager 
beer brewers. 

One of the principal materials used in the manutieture of glass, as 

we all know, is soda-ash inits various forms. This is not manutactured 


in this country at all, but the Tariff Commission and the Finance Com 
mittee have retained a large rate of duty on that artick We have 
already passed it. That is another reason why the manuiacture of gles 
requires these rates of duty 

1 do not desire to go into any lengthy argument on this question 
but rest chiefly on the report of the Tariff Commission, unless good 
reasons can be given why it should not be followed. TI have 
yet from the Finance Committee. 

Mr. BECK. I only wish to say that an increase of from 30 to 100 
per cent. upon lager-beer bottles and bottles containing apollinaris and 
other waters is not a very good thing to do; but I suppose the Senat 
will do it. 

As a suggestion has been made about the articles out of which bot 
tles are made, I wish to say that in a reduction of about a million dol 
lars, which is all we made in the whole chemical list, there are two 
items, on hydrate or caustic soda, which I believe is a more valuable 
character of soda-ash, more highly refined, and on the aniline dyes, 
which are things that are cheapened; we have made a reduction upon 
caustic soda of $284,394.49, and upon dyes of $552,440, the total. So 
we propose to reduce the cost of making these things to the amount of 
$836,834 out of an aggregate of about a million in all the chemical list 
which we were working on for a week; and now, though on caustic soda 
we have reduced the taxation $284,394.49, the Senate is asked to put 
up the tariff on the goods themselves from 30 per cent. to 100 per cent 
I do not think that is a good thing to do. 

Mr. MILLER, of New York. Do I understand the Senator from 
Kentucky to say that the rate of duty on soda-ash has been changed ? 

Mr. BECK. No, I said on caustic soda, which | understand is an 
improvement on soda-ash. 

Mr. MILLER, of New York. Caustic soda is not used in the manu 
facture of these glass bottles at all, as | understand. | have visited a 
number of glass establishments, and I never saw or heard of a singl 
pound of caustic soda being used in that way.  Soda-ash is used, and 
that is the only form in which soda is used, so far as I am informed 
and I think I am correctly informed upon that subject. 

»-Mr. BECK. That may be so. 

Mr. MILLER, of New York. 
it has been for a number of years. 

Mr. BECK. I ask the Senator if I am correct in saying that causti: 
soda or hydrate of soda is not of the same general character as soda-ash 
but more refined ? 

Mr. MILLER, of New York. Caustic soda is precisely of the same 
character as soda-ash. It is ina retined and concentrated form. In 
that form it is not in a proper condition to be mixed with the sand for 
the making of glass, and it is not so used 
generally by bleachers. 


heard none 


The duty on soda-ash remains just as 


Caustic soda is used more 


Mr. MORRILL. It is about four times the value of the other 

Mr. MILLER, of New York. As the Senator trom Vermont sug 
gests, Caustic soda is about four times the value of soda-ash.  Soda-ash 
| is the element of chief cost in the manufacture of all glass 


Mr. LOGAN. What is the proposition of the Senator from New York ? 

Mr. MILLER, of New York. The amendment | have moved is to 
make the duty on all these glass bottles, so faras we have reached them 
in the bill, 15 cents per pound, making it 
cent. ad valorem, and that is in 
Tariff Commission 

I stand upon that, and I have information from a large number o 
glass manufacturers in the country that while they asked for a larg 
duty, 2 cents per pound, with this rate of 14 cents the industry will l« 
able to go on For the last eighteen months 15 per cent. of all the gla 


specie, Instead of BO per 


accord with the recommendation of the 


‘ 
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furnaces in this country manufacturing this kind of goods have been | 
out of work. have ceased to work, and that arises entirely and solely 
from the tact that this class of goods is imported from Europe in large 
quantities, as I have shown you fifty car-loads coming in one ship a 
few days ago into New York, coming in at an ad valorem rate of duty 
that leaves the trade in this country entirely at the mercy of the man- 
ufaeturers on the other side who, as I have said, refuse to give the price | 
of the goods there, but make the price delivered in New York, duty paid, 
and they have so undervalued and so invoiced their goods that they are 
rapidly ‘destroying this industry in this country. In the last eighteen 
months 15 per cent. of all the glass-furnaces in this country have gone 
up and ceased to work. If we do not vote to give them proper protec- 
tien in this bill, ifwe leave this duty where the Senate Finance Commit- 
jee has put it, 1 believe that in lessthan eighteen months 50 per cent. of 
them will go outefwork. They employ between 7,000 and 8,000 opera- 
tives; they use up large quantities of native materials in the way of sand, 
&c., which are very valuable. 

The protection of glass has always been a subject of great consider- 
ution with all governments. No government has ever believed that it 
could afford to go on without manufacturing its own glass. For many 
years Engiand and France maintained prohibitory duties, absolutely 
preventing it from being exported to other countries in order that it 
might be made at home. In fact we may say that the manufacture of 
glass in any country at the present day is necessary in order that it may 
maintain its civilization. 

I believe that these facts can not be gainsaid, that the industry can 
not be carried on without a specific rate of duty, and that it must be 
specitic in order to avoid the frauds which are practiced in importation. 

Mr. MORRILL. I move toamend the proposition made by the Sen- | 
ator from New York by making the rate 1 cent a pound instead of 13 
eents 

The Committee on Finance examined this question very thoroughly 
and I think were quite willing that the duty should be made 1 cent a 
pound, but were equally unwilling to go beyond that, believing that 1 
cent a pound wasan adequate duty upon these articles, and that it would 
he more sure of being executed if it was made by the pound than it 
would be if it was an ad valorem duty. 

Mr. DAWES. ‘There is no industry in the world, I think, in which 
there is such a disparity between the wages paid in this country and 
abroad asin the glass manufacture. I think the employés in glass manu- 
factories abroad are paid a more scanty and beggarly pittance than any 
other operatives in any manufacturing establishments. They barely 
drag out a miserable existence. The question is whether that kind of 
service and pay shall supply our markets here while the material out 
of which the glass is made is abundant on all sides of us, and we can 
use it wpand pay a man for the work a competence for his wages so that 
he can build up a home and make himself a useful citizen, rather than 
draw out a beggarly and ragged existence such as they do in Europe em- 
ployed in the making of glass. 

If there is any industry in the wide world upon which a man can ex- 
press his opinion of the difference he desires to make and to preserve 
and keep up between those who labor for a living in this country and 
those who labor fora living abroad, he has an opportunity to show it 
here; but if he care not whether the laborer lives here as he livesabroad, | 
if he has no distinction in his own mind or in his own purpose, then he 
will put down the duty upon glass made abroad to such a point that it 
can be brought in here as is described by the Senator from New York, | 
made abroad by men who do not get enough to live on while they are | 
at work, and who spend the rest of their time begging from door to door | 
for the clothes they wear upon their backs. 

Mr. MCPHERSON, Mr. President, I can not see any propriety in | 











the honorable chairman of the Committee on Finance desiring to have 
the duty fixed upon glass bottles at less than the duty upon other qual- 
ities and kinds of glass-ware of the same grade. Certainly the Tariff 
Commission, in fixing this schedule, made it with some degree of uni- 
formity, and I must say, in my opinion, with some degree of justice. 
It will be noticed as we go on down in the list of the other articles, 
none of which is protected to an extent more than is needed, that they 
all occupy a corresponding position except the one we are now con- 
sidering. I am informed by the president of the Glass Blowers’ Asso- 
ciation that a duty of 14 cents per pound would not be more than 
equivalent to a 30 per cent, duty upon the absolute cost of manufactur- 
ing the bottles here. Now, suppose it costs double to manufacture 
them here that it does abroad, you only make a duty of 60 per cent. 
on a special industry, and there are many things on the tariff list which 
have a duty as great as 60 pee cent. ad volorem, and none of which re- | 
quires it more than this. As the Senator from New York has well said, 
there is to-day 15 per cent. of the glass establishments of the country 
out of blast by reason of the depression in the trade, the surplus of ma- 
terial on the market. Goods are brought over in ballast, any quantity 
of them, and sold here, duty paid, and therefore we can reach no valua- 
tion whatever upon them on the other side on which to base an ad 
valorem duty. 

I submit that this amendment should be made in order to make this 


item correspond with the rest of the schedule, and also to be just to this | 
industry 
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| would be the equivalent of a cent and a half a pound. 


| 100 per cent. ad valorem. 


| about that. 


| bill. 


| Commission and by the Finance Committee. 


JANUARY 18, 


Mr. VANCE. The honorable Senator from New Jersey is misiaken 


| in saying that the duty on glass bottles ought to be commensurate with 


that on all other articles of glass-ware. I find that the duty at present 
on these articles is 35 percent. and the bill makes it 30 per cent. A 
cent and a half a pound will raise it to the neighborhood of 100 per cent. 

I wish tocall theattention of the Senator and the Senate tothe tact that 
cast polished plate-glass unsilvered, not above 10 by 15 inches, is taxed 
by the bill 16.03 per cent.; above that, and not exceeding 15 by 24 
inches, 15.19 per cent.; above that, and not exceeding 24 by 30 inches, 
21.46 per cent. If 15, 16, and 21 per cent. are sutiicient for cast pol- 
ished plate-glass silvered and unsilvered, I think it will be very well 
for old bottles, or for bottles coming in filled with some other material 
which is highly taxed also, to be put at 30 per cent. 

Mr. CONGER. Mr. President, I do not know what ad valorem duty 
This class ot 
manufacture is made abroad as cheap as the cheapest kind of material 
and the very cheapest and lowest class of labor in the world can make 
it. There are some one hundred and ten or one hundred and fifteen— 
I do not know the exact number—glass-works making this kind ot 
glass-ware in the United States. There are a good many thousand peo- 
ple employed in the manufacture. We have substantially all the ma- 
terials, except soda-ash, in this country, and they cost nothing but the 
labor put upon them. It is within the knowledge of any one who has 
examined this subject that the common glass bottles are brought here 
even without the expense of transportation. They are placed in the 
holds of vessels as mere ballast, without packages, filled in like brick, 
and come in thousands of bottles at a time in the holds of vessels, the 
other cargo being placed on top of them, at a very slight cost of trans- 
portation or as ballast, or as part ballast and part freight. 

Crude materials lying all over this country in fifteen of our States 
have been used by our people to make glass bottles. 

Of the one hundred and ten of that class of worksin the United States, 
I understand fifteen have been idle forthe past year, because in one form 
or another so many of the cheap foreign bottles have been imported by 
thousands and hundreds of thousands into this country at a very slight 
cost in the first instance, and therefore thead valorem duty issmall. This 
importation has broken down or stopped the work of at least fifteen 
of the glass manufacturing establishments of that kind of ware in the 
United States. 

The Senator from NorthCarolina says that 15 cents a pound would be 
One hundred per cent. on what? On bottles 
brought in without paying any duty on the value of the bottles in this 
market, brought here as ballast, asso much stone or brick. What is the 
value at the place of shipment? Where is the ad valorem duty attached 
to the value? Or is it on the false invoice which accompanies these bot- 
tles and breaks down our industry ? 

In my own State there are glass works still existing. There are places 
where there have been large manufactories of that kind of glass which 
have been broken down, and their works lie idle and are wasted and 
useless. If there is any propriety at all in making a duty which shall 
be more protective to a class of labor and industry which takes the raw 
material in all our States and works it into uses of this kind, this is the 
case. 

If the object of the committee or any one else be to break down our 
industries instead of protecting them, a duty of 30 or 35 per cent. ad 
valorem will do it more effectually than the lightning which might 
destroy the buildings and the factories. I think there is no question 

This is not an industry affecting any one State. There 
is scarcely a State in this Union where the material for this manufact- 
ure may not be found, and the encouragment of the labor would be 
useful to the State. 

I hope the amendment of the Senator from New York will beadopted 
and that some kind of regularity in the tariff which we make now will 
be made effective to protect the material and labor of our own people. 

Mr. SEWELL. Mr. President, a fair illustration of what is necessary 
for the bottle interest would be to take the present duty on common 
window-glass, which is made of the same material, in the same pot, and 
which costs the same as it does to make a bottle. The present duty is 2 


| cents a pound on the commonest window-glass which is blown in large 


globes, opened, heated, and ent. It takes more labor to manufacture a 


bottle or a series of bottles than it does to manufacture that window- 


glass. These bottles run from a very small size up to aquart bottle, for 
instance. There is more labor used in the manufacture of a bottle to-day 
than there is in window-glass, and window-glass has been put for some 


| years at 2 cents per pound. 


Mr. MILLER, of New York. 


And it is at 2 cents a pound in this 
Mr. SEWELL. ‘Two cents a pound js recommended by the Tariff 
The necessities of the 
trade are such that they absolutely need and must have a specilic rate 
of duty. They can not get along with an ad valorem rate. The duty 
proposed by the chairman of the committee of 1 cent a pound per bottle 
will not cover the case. If 2 cents a pound proposed by the same com- 
mittee is right for window-glass it is certainly right for an article which 
costs more labor to make it than window-glass. 

Mr. LOGAN. IL rose when the Senator trom New Jersey did, and he 
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has made about the speech I was going to make in reference to the in- 
equality in the specific duty provided by this committee in regard to 
ordinary window-glass and glass bottles. 


honor to represent in part we have quite a number of manufacturing | 


establishments engaged in manufacturing glass bottles, and many of 
the persons engaged in this industry have been, I understand, before 
the Committee on Ways and Means and the Committee on Finance. 
‘an not understand how it is that thecommittee came to the conclusion 
that they have in reference to this duty on bottles of 1 cent per pound 
and at the same time arrived at the conclusion that 2 cents per powerd 
was the proper duty on ordinary window-glass. 
I have been able to obtain on this subject trom those men who are en- 
gaged and employed in this business is about tothiseffect: That unless 
a specific duty of at least 1} cents per pound is imposed their manufact- 
uring establishments will have to go out of existence. As has been 
stated by several Senators, quite a number of these establishments have 
ceased to manufacture this article, for the reason that the tariff was of 
such a character that they could not possibly compete with the importa- 
tion of foreign glass bottles brought here as mere ballast in ships, as has 
been stated by the Senator from New York. 

I feel a good deal of interest in having thisduty tixed, as the Senator 
from New York has proposed, at 1} centsa pound. I think that would 


be fair to the manufacturers and would accord more nearly with the | 


tariff fixed on other articles of glass than would be the case if we brought 
it down to 1 cent per pound. 
has been stated by Senators, to at once cause many of these establish- 
ments to go out of existence. I hope that the amendment of the Sena- 
tor from New York will be adopted, and duty on glass bottles fixed at 
not less than a cent and a half a pound. 

Mr. VANCE. Mr. President, although according to the Senator from 
Michigan there was nothing for the ad valorem duty to attach to, it 
seems that this clause yields $178,189 of revenue, as will be seen by add- 
ing the three items under the present tariff. Really the proposition is 
to increase the present duty at least 100 per cent. Inasmuch as the bulk 
of this is a duty levied upon bottles that come in filled with something 
else for sale, we increase the duty to that extent or we shall have to pro- 
hibit altogether the importation of the contents of the bottles. 1 do not 
see why, if we are to levy such an enormous duty not only upon the 


contents of the bottles but upon the bottles themselves which hold the | 


materials imported, we should not in justice to all the other interests go 
the whole round. A case of bottles comes in a box, and weshould apply 
the lumber duty to the box. 

Mr. MCPHERSON. Allow me toask aquestion. Suppose the bottle 
manufacturers on the other side desire to get their bottles here free of 
duty and simply fill them with water and send them as ballast in ships; 
the water being admitted free, they have accomplished their purpose of 
getting the bottles in. 

Mr. VANCE. Will the Senator from New Jersey be kind enough to 
tell me if that should happen who would suffer by it? 

Mr. MCPHERSON. The bottle-makers here. 

Mr. VANCE. Would the great mass of consumers, the 50,000,000 
people who use bottles, be hurt? It seems to me not. I suppose, as 
a matter of course, if there was a tariff levied upon the bottle proper 
the appraisers and inspectors of the custom-houses would not allow it to 
be evaded by bringing in a bottle filled with water. That is on the 


supposition that the officers did not know their duty or would not do it. | 


As I was saying, 1 do not see on the same principle why we should 
not put the lumber duty on the boxes in which the bottles come; why 
we should not attach the gunny-bag duty to the bags that they come 
in; why we should not apply the iron duty to packages that come in 


bales with iron hoops; why we should not apply the jute and hemp 


duty to a package which came in tied up with astring; why we should 
not apply the cork duty to a bottle that came in with a cork; why we 
should not apply the duty on hay to a box that comes in with glass- 
ware packed in hay; why we should not do the whole thing, and then 
make it indictable for anybody to send anything into this country, in 
behalf of the suffering industries here, which are about to die! 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The question is on the amendment 
of the Senator from Vermont [Mr. MoRRiL1L] to the amendment of the 
Senator from New York [Mr. MILLER]. 

Mr. MILLER, of New York. I did not understand that the Senator 
from Vermont made any motion, but he made the suggestion that he 
thought the committee would be willing to accept 1 cent a pound. 

Mr. HARRISON. He did make the motion. 

Mr. SHERMAN. The Senator from Vermont did make the motion. 
He is now temporarily absent, but I do not ask that the vote be post- 
poned on that account. I do not agree with him on the motion, but I 
ask that the vote be taken on his motion. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The question is on the amendment 
of the Senator from Vermont [| Mr. MORRILL] to the amendment, which 
is to make the duty 1 cent per pound. 

The amendment to the amendment was rejected. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The question recurs on the amend- 
ment of the Senator from New York [Mr. MILLER], tostrike out, in line 
#40, ‘30 per cent. ad valorem”’ and insert *’1} cents per pound.”’ 


‘ 
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In the State that I have the | 
I ' 


All the information | 


That certainly would have the effect, as 
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Mr. BECK and Mr. VANCE called for the yeas and nays, and they 

were ordered. 
| The Principal Legislative Clerk proceeded to call the roll. 

Mr. WALKER (when Mr. GARLAND’s name was called). My col- 
league [Mr. GARLAND] is paired with the Senator from Vermont [ Mr. 
, EpMuNDs|. My colleague, if here, would vote ‘‘nay. 

Mr. VANCE (when his name was called). I am paired with the Sen- 
ator from Louisiana[ Mr. KELLOGG]. Ifthe were present, I should vote 
ener," 

The roll-call was concluded 

Mr. COCKRELL. 
| (Mr. HAWLEY] 
| should vote ‘‘nay.”’ 
| Mr. JONES, of Nevada. 


” 


Lam paired with the Senator from Connecticut 
If he were present, he would vote ‘‘yea,’’ and I 


lam paired with my colleague [Mr. Farr] 
Mr. ALLISON. Iam paired with the Senator from Delaware [Mr 
| BAYARD]. Ido not know how he would vote on this question and 
| therefore I refrain trom voting. 

Mr. ROLLINS. The Senator from Nebraska [M 


SA 
| paired with the Senator from Florida [Mr. JoNEs]. 


NDERS] is 


The result was announced—yeas 28, nays 22; as follows 

YEAS—28 

| Aldrich, Davis of IIL, Lapham Miller of N.Y 

| Anthony, Davis of W. Va., Logan, Pendleton 

| Blair, Dawes, Mebill, Platt 
Camden, Frye, McMillan Rollins 
Cameron of Pa., Gorman, MePherson Sawyer 

| Cameron of Wis., Harrison, Mahone, ewell 
Conger Hill Miller of Ca! Sherman 

NAYS—22 

| 
Barrow Cieorgze Lamar, Slater, 
Beck, Grover, Maxey Vest, 
Butler iIlampton Plumb, Walker, 

} Call, Ingalls, Pugh, Williams 
Coke Jackson, Ransom, 

| Edmund- Jonas Saulsbury 

| 

A BSENT—26, 

| Allison Ferry, Johnston Saunders, 
Bayard Garland Jones of Florida, Vance, 
Brown, Grooms Jones of Nevada Van Wyck, 
| Chileott Tale, Kellogg Voorhees, 
| Cockrell, Ilarris, Mitchell, Windom 
Fair, Hawley Morgan 

| Farley, Hoar, Morrill, 


| So the amendment was agreed to 
| Mr. BECK. I desire to give notice that I will call for a vote in the 
| Senate on the amendments voted down in line 424 of the bill, institut 
| ing 45 and 50 per cent., respectively. 

The PRESIDENT pro te mpore. 


The Senator can renew his amend 
ments in the Senate. 


DEATH OF REPRESENTATIVE SHACKELFORD 


A message from the House of Representatives, by Mr. MCPHERSON, its 
| Clerk, communicated to the Senate the intelligence of the death of JoHN 
| W. SHACKELFORD, late a member of the House from the State of North 
| Carolina, and transmitted the resolutions of the House thereon. 

Mr. RANSOM. Mr. President, deeply affected as my colleague and 

are at the sorrowful announcement, | ask that the resolutions of the 
[ouse be laid before the Senate 

The PRESIDENT pro te mpore 
resentatives will be read. 
The Acting Secretary read as follows 


| I 
| I 
| 


The resolutions of the House of Rep- 


IN THE House OF REPRESENTATIVES, January 18, 1883 
Resolved, That the Ifouse has heard with profound sorrow the announcement 
of the death of Hon. Joun W. SuACKELFORD, a Representative from the State of 
| North Carolina. 
| Resolved, That the Clerk communicate these proceedings to the Senate 
Resolved, That as a token of respect for the memory of the deceased the House 
| do now adjourn 


Mr. RANSOM. Mr. President, at a proper time my colleague and 
| myself will ask the Senate to unite with the House in rendering cere- 
monies of proper respect to the memory of our lamented associate of the 
House. At present [ will ask that the resolutions which I send to the 
| desk be read. 
| The Acting Secretary read the resolutions, as follows 


Resolved, That the Senate has heard with profound sorrow the announcement 
of the death of Hon. Joun W. SHACKELFORD, late a Representative from the 
State of North Carolina. 

Resolved, That the President pro tempore appoint a committee of three Sena- 
tors to joina like committee on the part of the House of Representatives te 
escort the remains of the deceased to his late home in North Carolina 


The resolutions were agreed to unanimously 
The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The Chair appoints as the commit 
| tee provided for in the resolutions the Senator from North Carolina 
| [Mr. RANsoM], the Senator from Tennessee [Mr. JACKSON], and the 
| Senator from Wisconsin [Mr. SAWYER]. 

Mr. RANSOM. Mr. President, as a further mark of respect to the 
| memory of the deceased I move that the Senate do now adjourn. 

The motion was agreed to; and (at 3 o’clock p. m.) the Senate ad 
journed 
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HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. | 
THURSDAY, January 15, 1385. | 


The House met at 11 o'clock a. mn Pray er by the Chaplain, Rev. 
EF. D. POowER 
The Journal of vesterday’s proceedings was read and approved. | 
\MENDMENT OF RULES. 


Mr. KASSON, by unanimous consent, submitted the following reso- 
lntion: which was referred to the Committee on Rules: 


PResoleed, That during the remainder of this session each of the following com- 
mittees shall be entitled to one day for the consideration by the House of one or 
more bills approved by them respectively, to be selected by such committee, sub- 


ect only to revenue and appropriation bills and existing orders, namely: The 

Committee on the Judiciary, the Committee on Commerce, the Committee on 
Foreign Affairs, the Committee on Naval Affairs, the Committee on Territories, 
nd the Committee on the Public Lands 


RIGHT OF WAY THROUGIL FORT SMITIL MILITARY RESERVATION. 

Mr. UPSON.  Lask unanimous consent to have taken from the Speak- 
er’s table for present consideration the bill (8. 2239) granting right of 
way for reilroad purposes and a telegraph line through the lands of the 
United States included in the Fort Smith military reservation at Fort 
Smith in the State of Arkansas. This bill is recommended by the Sec- 
retary of War, the Secretary of the Interior, and the Quartermaster- 
General, 

Mr. BUTTERWORTH. 
mending this bill? 
Mr. HISCOCK, 

The bill was read. 

The SPEAKER 
this bill? 

Mr. SINGLETON, of Illinois 


Is there a report from a committee recom- 
Let the bill be read subject to objection. 
Is there objection to the present consideration of 


I object 
ORDER OF BUSINESS. 

Mr. MOREY I ask, by unanimous consent, that the Committee of 
the Whole House on the Private Calendar be discharged from the fur- 
ther consideration of House bill No. 5007, for the relief of Benjamin D. 
Lakin. 

Mr. BRAGG. I think we had better proceed with the regular order. 

Phe SPEAKER. The regular order is called for. The gentleman 
from Pennsylvania [ Mr. SMITH] rises to submit a privileged resolution. 


(CLARENCE W. DE KNIGHT. 
Mr. SMITH, of Pennsylvania, submitted the following resolution; 
which was referred to the Committee on Accounts: 
Resolved, That the Clerk of the House of Representatives be, and is hereby, 
authorized and directed to pay to Clarence W. De Knight, for services rendered 


as page, the difference between the pay of a folder and that of a page from Jan- 
uiry 11, DS82, to June 30, L882, the amount being $86.64, 





MILITARY TELEGRAPH LINES. 

Mr. ANDERSON, from the Committee on the Post-Office and Post- 
Roads, reported back with a favorable recommendation the following 
resolution; which was read, considered, and adopted: 

Resolved, That the Secretary of War be hereby requested to inform the House 
of Representatives what telegraph lines have been built under his direction by 
the Army of the United States, what disposition, if any, has been made of the 


same, and upon what terms, with maps showing all such lines and the lines now 
in use by the Army 


Mr. ANDERSON moved to reconsider the vote by which the resolu- 


tion was adopted; and also moved that the motion to reconsider be laid 
on the table 


rhe latter motion was agreed to. 


DANIEL B. STORMS. 

Mr. KNOTT 
erence, 

The SPEAKER. The regular order was called for; but if that call 
is not insisted upon the Chair will recognize the gentleman. 

Mr. KNOTT, by unanimous consent, introduced a bill (H. R. 7319) 
yranting a pension to Daniel B. Storms; which was read a first and 
second time, referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions, and ordered 
to be printe (dl 


flask unanimous consent to introduce a bill for ref- 


LOAN OF ARMY TENTs. 
Mr. STEELE, by unanimous consent, reported back from the Com- 
mittee on Military Affairs, with a favorable recommendation, the bill 
H. R. 7255) to authorize the Secretary of War to loan tents to the 
(irwnd Army of the Republic, Denver, Colorado; which was referred 
to the Committee of the Whole House on the state of the Union, and 
the accompanying report ordered to be printed. 


ORDER OF BUSINESS. 





Mr. WHITE 

Mr. ROBESON 
call of committees 

Mr. ROBINSON, of Massachusetts. Will the gentleman be kind 
enough to inform i a what he desires to reach ? 

Mr. ROBESON. I desire to reach the naval appropriation bill. 

rhe motion was agreed to (two-thirds voting in favor thereof) 


| call for the regular order. 
I move to dispense with the morning hour for the | 
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AMENDMENT OF RULES. 
Mr. POUND. I rise to a privileged question. 
The SPEAKER. The gentleman will state it. 
Mr. POUND. In pursuance of the notice which I submitted to the 


| House on the day before yesterday, 1 move now the adoption of the 


resolution which I send to the desk, a resolution amendatory of the rules. 

Mr. ANDERSON. I rise to a parliamentary inquiry whether, with- 
out unanimous consent, the gentleman from Wisconsin [Mr. PouND] 
has the right to call up this resolution at this time ? 

The SPEAKER. Neither the gentleman from Kansas nor the Chair 
has heard the resolution. The Clerk will read it, after which the Chair 
will decide the question. 

The Clerk read as follows: ; 

Resolved, That during the remainder of this session of Congress it shall be in 
order, immediately after the approval ofthe Journal, to proceed in the House as in 
Committee of the Whole to the consideration, forthe period of one hour, of bills 
and resolutions which shall have been previously reported by standing com- 
mittees of the House, and such reports printed, and Senate bills and resolutions 
on the Speaker's table, which, or substantially similar measures, shall have re- 
ceived favorable action of appropriate House committees, in the following man- 
ner, to wit: 

The Speaker shall call the standing committees in their order, whereupon, by 
direction of committees so called, not more than one measure may be called up 
for final consideration; if not more than three members object such considera- 
tion shall proceed, providing that debate on each bill or resolution shall be lim- 
ited to ten minutes, exclusive of five minutes which may be occupied in reading 
reports of committees, the latter upon request of a member to be allowed prior 


| to submitting the call for objections, this hour not to interfere with revenue or 


appropriation bills. 


Mr. ROBINSON, of Massachusetts. I make the point of order that 


| this should go to the Committee on Rules. 


Mr. KNOTT. 
Rules? 

The SPEAKER. It is not. 

Mr. KNOTT. Then I object to its consideration. 

The SPEAKER. An objection will not carry it over. 

Mr. KNOTT. I move that the resolution be referred to the Commit- 
tee on Rules. 

The SPEAKER. The motion is in order. 

Mr. ROBINSON, of Massachusetts. I make the point of order, Mr. 
Speaker, that it must be referred, under the rules, to the Committee 
on Rules. 

Mr. HOLMAN. Irise toa parliamentary inquiry. Is this a priv- 
ileged question? I wish to inquire whether or no this measure upon 
objection ought not to go to the Committee on Rules under the rules 
of the House ? 

Mr. POUND. Does the Speaker entertain the motion of the gentle- 
man from Kentucky ? 

The SPEAKER. The Chair entertains the motion of the gentleman 
from Kentucky to refer the resolution to the Committee on Rules. 

Mr. POUND. That motion is not debatable. 

Mr. HOLMAN. What is the motion of the gentleman from Ken- 
tucky ? 

TheSPEAKER. The gentleman from Kentucky [Mr. KNotTt] moves 
that the resolution be referred to the Committee on Rules. 

Mr. ROBINSON, of Massachusetts. I rise to a question of order. 

Mr. ROBESON. I rise to make a parliamentary inquiry. 

The SPEAKER. Two gentlemen are now trying to get answers to 
their parliamentary inquiries. 

Mr. TOWNSHEND, of Illinois. The point of order is pending, as I 
understand it. 

Mr. ROBESON. 


Is this resolution reported from the Committee on 


I believe that a parliamentary inquiry takes prece- 


dence. 
The SPEAKER. The gentleman will state his parliamentary in- 
quiry. 


Mr. ROBESON. I desire to ask the Chair whether this motion is 
privileged? I mean the motion of the gentleman from Wisconsin, over 
my motion to go into the Committee of the Whole House on the state 
of the Union for the purpose of taking up the naval appropriation bill. 

Mr. POUND. The gentleman has not made any such motion. 

The SPEAKER. If the motion of the gentleman from Wisconsin is 
properly before the House at all it is of higher privilege than the mo- 
tion of the gentleman from New Jersey to go into Committee of the 
Whole House on the state of the Union. 

The point of order is made that the resolution should be referred 
under the rules to the Committee on Rules. There is no doubt the 
rules provide that all resolutions looking to a change of the rules, 
whether standing rules or otherwise, would have to be referred to that 
committee. But the rules also provide that one day's notice may be 
given of any proposed change of the rules. The Chair is inclined to 
think that means something, and that it means, having given the whole 
House notice, as was done two daysago in this case, that a motion would 
be made to amend the rules in accordance with the resolution just read, 
it becomes a privileged matter, and it does not follow necessarily that it 
must go to the Committee on Rules. A change or amendment of the 
rules is one of high privilege. 

But the gentleman from Kentucky moves that this resolution shal’ 
be referred to the Committee on Rules, which motion the Chair has en 


| tertained. 
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Mr. COX, of New York. I make the point of order, Mr. Speaker, 
that the resolution under the rules must go to the Committee on Rules. 

The SPEAKER. That isthe point of order which the Chair has been 
trying to decide. 

“Mr. COX, of New York. 
It is Rule XI, I believe. 

The SPEAKER. The rule provides that the proposition submitted 
to the House for change of the rules shall be referred to the Committee 
on Rules. The Chair remembers that distinctly; but the gentleman 
trom New York can have it read if he desires it. 

Mr. COX, of New York. Yes, 1 would like to have the rule read. 

The SPEAKER. But the rules also provide that one day’s notice 
may be given of a change of the rules, 

Mr. ANDERSON. Will the Chair inform the House whether the 
gentleman from Wisconsin could have given that notice by unanimous 
consent when objection was made ? 

The SPEAKER. The Chair decided that two days ago, and the gen- 
tleman from Wisconsin did give notice. 

Mr. ANDERSON. He did give notice, but I do not understand the 
Chair to decide whether it was in order for him to give that notice or 
not. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair did so decide. 

Mr. ROBINSON, of Massachusetts. I wish to say something on the 
point of order. The Chair was making a statement to the House a 
while ago, and I did not wish to interrupt him. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair will hear the gentleman from Massa- 
chusetts now. 

Mr. ROBINSON, of Massachusetts. 
Chair has decided it or not. 
proceed. But my suggestion is this: That the rule is explicit that all 
proposed action touching a proposed change of the rules shall be re- 
ferred to the Committee on Rules. That is very definite, explicit, and 
clear. There is no discretion about it. It shall be referred to the Com- 
mittee on Rules. 


I wish to have the ruleon the subject read. 


I am not aware whether the 
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between them, must be taken as having all of the force imparted by 
their words respectively. 1 suppose that there is no better or more thor- 
oughly settled canon of interpretation of the legal construction of lan 
guage anywhere in the world than that implies. 

Now, Rule XI, section 41, provide 

That all proposed action touching the rules and joint rules of the House slial! 
be referred to the Committee on Rules 

The other provision to which the Chair has alluded is this 

No standing rule or order of the House shal! be rescinded or changed without 
one day's notice of the motion therefor 

Therefore there is no conflict between those two provisions at all; but 
full foree and effect can be and should be given to each. One day’s 
notice is required of the motion to change the rules; and when that 
motion comes up for action, by this last provision of the twenty-eighth 
rule which I have quoted it must go to the Committee on Rules. There 
is noescape from it by construing both rules together and giving to each 
the force intended by the language employed 
is too plain for discussion. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair has entertained the motion of the gen 
tleman from Kentucky to refer the proposition to the Committee on 
Rules, for it is simply a question of reference. There is no doubt that 


1 think the proposition 


| the Committee on Rules is the committee to which it should be referred 


If he has it would be useless for me to | 


Now, the other clause to which the Speaker refers is simply a clause | 


put in to protect the House against any precipitate action on the recom- 
mendation of the Committee on Rules. Otherwise we are in this posi- 
tion: A gentleman may rise here this morning and say, ‘‘I propose 
to-morrow to move for a change of the rules.’’ It is not before the 
House at the time he gives that notice, as the Chair very properly ruled 
the other day. Therefore the House is in this condition: Without the 
action of the Committee on Rules a member may force the consider- 
ation of his proposition against the explicit language of the rule I 
alluded to, 

Now, it is of course obvious to every member of experience here that 
our whole framework of rules rests upon the idea of first responsibility 
in the committee. Any subject shall first go to acommittee to receive 
consideration. The rules are iron-clad in that direction to guard the 


House against individual propositions precipitated upon its attention. | 


Therefore our rules provide that such propositions shall be considered first 
by a committee, and, with all respect to the suggestions of the Speaker, 
I repeat that our rules are in strict harmony upon this subject. First, 
I may propose something in the shape of a modification of the rules, 
but it shall go to the Committee on Rules; and then within one day, 
or after the expiration of one day, that committee may bring the House 
to action upon it, but not before. They may report before the expira- 
tion of one day, but their report is not in order for immediate action, 
and shall stand over one day before consideration can be demanded upon 
it. That is what the rule means, and in that respect the two provis- 
ions of these rules are strictly in harmony. 
over one day. 

The SPEAKER. There is nothing of the kind in the rules. 

Mr. ROBINSON, of Massachusetts. But if the Speaker will permit 
me I argue from the two rules taken together. The Chair argued by 
taking a single rule. I state it definitely because we have to meet 
the proposition definitely, otherwise the House would be at sea all the 
time. Some member will rise, possibly of the majority side of this 
House, or the next, and propose something to be put upon the rules, 
and next morning, without any consideration on the part of the com- 
mittee, the matter will be forced upon the consideration of the House. 
Now there might be on the Committee on Rules a minority that have 
an opinion upon the matter, but their views will be silent and smothered, 
because the majority can say, ‘‘ Never mind the Committee on Rules; we 


Mr. KNOTT. But my point is that it should be sent there unde: 
the rules, by the very force of the rules themselves, on the point of ordet 
and that no motion is required for that purpose 

The SPEAKER. The Chair so understands the rule, and there is no 
difficulty at all about it and no difference of opinion, except that th 
Chair holds that a member, although he may have his proposition re 
ferred to the Committee on Rules, has a right upon giving notice—and 
the Chair sees by turning to the precise language what that notice is 
to have that motion entertained in accordance with the provisions of the 
rules which provide how a standing rule of the House may be changed 
that is, afterone day’s notice. That isin accordance with the practice of 
the House, and in the judgment of the Chair there is no clearer rule 
than that. The two rules are quite consistent and both can be given 
full effect. All matters relating to the rules, when for reference, must 
under the rules go to the Committee on Rules. But a mere motion to 
amend the rules can only come up atter one day’s notice as a privileged 
matter, as provided by paragraph 1 of Rule XXVIII, which reads as 
follows: 

No standing rule or order of the House shall be rescinded or changed without 
one day’s notice of the motion therefor 

While the two rules (XI and XXVIII 
both should be given effect if possible 
ion of the Chair. 

Mr. REAGAN. If that is the ruling of the Chair, I respectfully ap 
peal from the decision. 

Mr. TURNER, of Kentucky The decision is clearly right 

Mr. HAMMOND, of Georgia. I desire to know, Mr. Speaker 
whether we can now appeal from the decision of the Chair, or whethe: 
that is a repetition of the decision made some time ago? 

The SPEAKER. It is the same thing 

Mr. HAMMOND, of Georgia 


must be construed together 
The two can stand, in the opin 


I desire to appeal from the decision 


| unless it is too late 


Their report must stand | 


| mittee on Accounts 


The SPEAKER. The Chair thinks it is too late It has been so 
decided over and over again 

The question is on the motion to refer the resolution to the Commit 
tee on Rules. 

The motion to reter was agreed to 


JAMES REILLY, DECEASED 
Mr. URNER. I desire to submit a privileged report from the Com 


I am directed by the committee to report back a 


| substitute for the resolution which was referred to the committe: 


will overrule it at once and bring the matter immediately to the con- | 


sideration of the House.’’ Ithink it well that we proceed in a conserva- 
tive way about a matter of this kind and adhere to the well-established 
practice of the House. 

Mr. KNorr addressed the Chair. 

Mr. POUND. I think this, Mr. Speaker, is a useless consumption 
f time, after the Chair has decided the point of order. 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman from Kentucky is recognized. 

Mr. KNOTT. Mr. Speaker, I suppose that our rules must be con- 
strued in the light of the well-recognized canons of legal interpretation 
elsewhere. One of the most familiar rules of legal interpretation is 
that where there are two or more provisions touching the same subject- 
matter they must be construed together; and, unless there is a conflict 


—— 


The SPEAKER. The resolution will be read 
The Clerk read as follows 


Resolved, That the Clerk of the House of Representatives be, and he is hereby 
authorized and directed to pay out of the contingent fund of the House to Mrs 
James Reilly, widow of James Reilly, iate an employé in the folding department 
of the House of Representatives, a sum equal to his salary for three months 


and also his funeral expenses, not exceeding in amount $25) 

The resolution was agreed to. 

Mr. URNER moved to reconsider the vote by which the resolution 
was agreed to; and also moved that the motion to reconsider be laid on 
the table 

The latter motion was agreed to 


ORDER OF BUSINESS 

Mr. ROBESON I rise to a privileged motion. I move that the 
House resolve itself into Committee of the Whole on the state of th: 
Union for the purpose of considering the naval appropriation bill 

Mr. BUTTERWORTH. I rise to a parliamentary inquiry. [I un 
derstand that the gentleman from New Jersey moves that the House 
resolve itself into Committee of the Whole on the state of the Union 
for the purpose of considering the naval appropriation bill. 1 desire to 
ask whether it is in order, and if so I desire to do it, to raise the ques 
tion of consideration on the motion tor the purpose of going to the 








1326 


CONGRESSIONAL RECORD—HOUSE. 





JANUARY 18, 





Speaker’s table and calling up House bill No. 5656. 
state frankly 

Mr. ANDERSON. What is that bill? 

Mr. BUTTERWORTIL ‘To amend the revenue laws. 

Mr. ANDERSON. For what purpose? 

Mr. BUTTERWORTH. For the purpose of affcrding relief. 

Mr. ANDERSON. What kind of relief? 

Mr. HUMPHREY. Radway’s Ready Relief. [Laughter.] 

The SPEAKER. The Chair for the information of gentlemen directs 
the Clerk to read paragraph 9 of Rule XVI. 

The Clerk read as follows: 

At any time after the expiration of the morning hour it shall be in order to 
move that the House resolve itself into the Committee of the Whole House on the 


state of the Union for the purpose of considering bills raising revenue or general 
appropriation bills, 


The SPEAKER. Under that paragraph of Rule XVI the Chair holds 
that the motion of the gentleman from New Jersey [Mr. RoBEeson] 
takes precedence of the motion to go to business on the Speaker’s table. 

Mr. BUTTERWORTH. I raise the question of consideration onthe 
motion of the gentleman from New Jersey. 

The SPEAKER. That question can be determined by the vote on 
the motion. 

Mr. BUTTERWORTH. ‘Thmt is, by voting down the motion. 

Mr. ATKINS. So far as I am concerned, I do not care about going 
to business on the Speaker’s table. But it has been suggested to me 


The object I will 





by several gentlemen that they have not had an opportunity to examine 
} 


the naval appropriation bill. 

Mr. REED. Is this a debatable question ? 

The SPEAKER. It is not. 

Mr. REED. Then I object to debate. 
to examine this other bill. 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman from New Jersey [Mr. RoBeson] 
moves that the House resolve itselfinto Committee of the Whole House 
on the state of the Union, and states his object is to call up for consid- 
eration in the committee the naval appropriation bill. 

The question being taken on Mr. ROBESON’s motion by a viva voce 
vote, the Speaker stated that the ‘‘ayes’’ seemed to have it. 

Mr. BUTTERWORTH. I call for a division. 

Mr. WHITE. I call for the yeas and nays. 

Mr. BUTTERWORTH. I suggest to my friend from Kentucky that 
we can determine this question without the yeas and nays. 

The yeas and nays were ordered—42 members voting therefor. 

The question was taken; and it was decided in the affirmative—yeas 


> 


143, nays 67, not voting 8&2; as follows: 


We have had no opportunity 


YEAS—143. 
Anderson, Fulkerson, McCoid, Scales, 
Beach, Garrison, McCook, Scoville, 
Beltzhoover, Godshalk, McLean, Jas. H. Shallenberger, 
Bisbee, Grout, MeMillan, Sherwin, 
Bland, Guenther, Miles, Singleton, Jas. W. 
Bliss, Hall, Miller, Skinner, 
Blount, Hammond, N.J. Mills, Sinalls, 
Brewer, Hardy, Moore, Smith, A. Herr 
Briggs, Harmer, Morey, Smith, Dietrich C. 
Buchanan, Harris, Benj. W. Morse, Spooner, 
Buck, Haseltine, Moulton, Steele, 
Burrows, Julius C, Haskell, Murch, Stocklager, 
Burrows, Jos. H. Hatch, Mutchler, Stone, 
Calkins, Hazelton, Norcross, Taylor, Ezra B. 
Cannon, Heilman, Page, Taylor, Joseph. D. 
Carpenter, Henderson, Parker, Thomas, 
Caswell, Hepburn, Paul, Thompson,Wm. G, 
Clements, Herbert, Payson, Townshend, R.W. 
Cook, Hewitt, G. W. Peelle Turner, Henry G. 
Crowley, Hiscock, Peirce, Tyler, 
Culberson, Hitt, Pettibone, Updegraff, 
Cullen, Horr, Phelps, Vance, 
Outts, Houk, Pound, Van Aernam, 
Davis, Lowndes H, Humphrey, Prescott, Wadsworth, 
Dawes, Jadwin, Randall, Wait, 
Deering, Jones, Geo, W. Re n, Walker, 
De Motte, Jones, Phineas Reed, Ward, 
Dezendorf, Joyoe, Reese, Warner, 
Dibrell, Ketcham, Rice, Theron M. Watson, 
Dingley, Klotz, Rice, Wm. W. Webber, 
Doxey, lacey, Rich, Wellborn, 
Dunn, Ladd, Ritchie, West, 
Dwight, Lewis, Robeson, White 
Farwell, Sewell 8. Lindsey, Robinson, Geo. D. Willits 
Fisher, Lord Russell, Wood, Walter A. 
Forney, Lynch, Ryan, 

NAYS—467. 
Armfield, Cobb, House, Simonton, 
Atkins, Converse, Kelley, Singleton, Otho R, 
Barr, Covington, Knott, Springer, 
Rayne, Cravens, Leedom, Talbott, 
Belford, Davidson, Manning, Thompson, P. B. 
Belmont, Davis, George R. Martin, Townsend, Amos 
Blackburn, Deuster, Matson, Tucker, 
Blanchard, Ellis, McKenzie, Turner, Oscar 
Bragg, Errett, McKinley, Upson, 
Buckner, Evins, Money, Van Horn, 
Butterworth, Farwell, Chas. B. Morrison, Wheeler, 
Cabell, Flower, Muldrow, Whitthorne, 
Caldwell, Ford, Nolan, Willis, 
Carlisle, Geddes, Richardson, J.8. Wise, George D. 
Chapman, Hardenbergh, Robinson, Jas.S. Wise, Morgan R. 
OClardy, Hoblitzell, Shelley, Young. 
Clark, Holman, Shultz, 


| 








NOT VOTING—&. 
Aiken Darrall, Jorgensen, Robertson 


Aldrich, Dowd, Kasson, Robinson, Wm. E, 
Atherton, Dugro, Kenna, rans, 
Barbour, Dunnell, King, Ross, 

Berry, Ermentrout, Latham, Scranton, 
Bingham, *rost, Le Fevre, Shackelford, 
Black, George, Mackey, Smith, J. Hyatt 
Bowman, Gibson, Marsh, Sparks, 

Browne, Gunter, Mason, Spaulding, 
Brumm, Hammond, John McClure, Speer, 

Camp Harris, Henry S. McLane, Robt. M. Strait, 

Cam bell, Herndon, Mosgrove, Urner, 

Candler, Hewitt, Abram S. Neal, Valentine 
Cassidy, Hill, Oates, Van Voorhis, 
Chace, Hoge, O'Neill, Washburn 
Colerick, Hooker, Pacheco, Williams, Chas. G, 
Cornell, Hubbell, Phister, Williams, Thomas 
Cox, Samuel 8. Hubbs, Ranney, Wilson 

Cox, William R. Hutchins, Ray, Wood, Benjamin. 
Crapo, Jacobs, Rice, John B. 

Curtin, Jones, James kK. Richardson, D. P. 


So the motion was agreed to. 

The following pairs were announced: 

Mr. CORNELL with Mr. BLACK. 

Mr. HUBBELL with Mr. BLACKBURN. 

Mr. DUNNELL with Mr. HARRIs of New Jersey. 

Mr. URNER with Mr. MCLANE of Maryland. 

Mr. MASON with Mr. KENNA. 

Mr. SmitH, of New York, with Mr. HuTCHINS. 

Mr. HAMMOND, of New York, with Mr. HEwItT, of New York. 

Mr. STRAIT with Mr. Rosprnson of New York. 

Mr. HILL with Mr. ERMENTROUT. 

Mr. SPAULDING with Mr. Jones of Arkansas. 

Mr. WASHBURN with Mr. PHISTER. 

Mr. LACEY with Mr. Ross. 

Mr. AIKEN with Mr. BINGHAM. 

Mr. O’ NEILL with Mr. Cox of New York. 

Mr. ALDRICH with Mr. DuGRo. 

Mr. WASHBURN. Iam paired with Mr. PHIsTEer, of Kentucky. 
If he had been present, I should have voted in the affirmative. 

Mr. STRAIT. Iam paired with Mr. Roprnson, of New York. If 
he had been present, I should have voted ‘‘ay.’’ 

Mr. BLACKBURN. A pair was announced between Mr. HUBBELL 
and myself. That pair is limited to political questions. Not regard- 
ing this as a political question, I have voted. 

The SPEAKER. That is for gentlemen themselves to determine. 

The result of the vote was then announced as above stated. 

CONTINGENT EXPENSES OF NAVY DEPARTMENT. 

The SPEAKER, by unanimous consent, laid before the House a letter 
from the Secretary of the Navy, transmitting a detailed statement of the 
expenditures of the contingent fund of the Navy Department and for 
the bureaus and offices therein for the fiscal year ending June 30, 1882; 
which was referred to the Committee on Expenditures in the Navy De- 
partment, and ordered to be printed. 


FIRE-PROOF BUILDING FOR RECORDS. 

The SPEAKER also, by unanimous consent, laid before the House a 
letter from the Secretary of the Treasury, transmitting a report of the 
Supervising Architect of the Treasury with plans and estimates of the 
cost of a fire-proof building for the safe-keeping of records of the legis- 
lative, executive, and judicial departments; which was referred to the 
Committee on Public Buildings and Grounds, and ordered to be printed. 

NAVAL APPROPRIATION BILL. 

The House accordingly resolved itself into Committee of the Whole, 
Mr. PAGE in the chair. 

The CHAIRMAN. The House is now in Committee of the Whole 
for the purpose of considering the bill (H. R. 7314) making appropria- 
tions for the naval service for the fiscal year ending June 30, 1884, and 
for other purposes. 

Mr. ROBESON. [ask unanimous consent that the first and forma] 
reading of the bill be dispensed with. 

Mr. BLOUNT. As the bill and report have just been laid upon our 
tables, and members have as yet had no opportunity to examine the 
bill, I think it had better be read. 

The CHAIRMAN. ‘The Clerk will read the bill. 

Mr. CALKINS. I rise to a parliamentary inquiry. 

The CHAIRMAN. The gentleman will state it. 

Mr. CALKINS. Or rather an inquiry directed to my friend from 
New Jersey [Mr. Ropeson], in charge of this bill. It is whether or 
not he designs to have any general debate; and if so, how long? Ide- 
sire to be heard myself for a short time in general debate, and would 
like to know from the gentleman how long he proposes to allow gen- 
eral debate to run, if he can now indicate. 

Mr. ROBESON. That is a matter to be determined by the House. 
I desire myself to occupy very little time on behalf of the committee. 
If other gentlemen desire to speak generally on the subject-matter of 
the bill I shall not interpose any objections. 

The CHAIRMAN. That answers the question of the gentleman 


| The Clerk will now read the bill. 
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ing, 

ir. ROBESON said: I desire to ask the gentleman from Georgia [ Mr. 
BLOUNT], now that the Clerk has read everything in the bill except the 
mere formal provisions, those that are always contained in bills of like 
character, is he not willing to dispense with the further formal reading 
of the bill? 

Mr. BLOUNT. I have no objection. 

TheCHAIRMAN. If there is no objection the further reading of the 
bill will be dispensed with. [After a pause. } 
objection. 


Mr. ROBESON. The bill now before the Committee of the Whole, 


The Chair hears no | Merely by lapse of time he comes on the stage, acquires his right to the 


The Clerk proceeded to read the bill at length, but before conclud- 
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Mr. BLOUNT 
Mr. ROBESON. 


I do not so understand. 
But I call the attention of my friend trom Georgia 


| to the operation of this law, under which more than half of our ad 


Mr. Chairman, is the ordinary bill making appropriations for the main- | 


tenance of the naval service, containing the usual provisions and appro- 
priations for the personnel and material of that service, with the addi- 
tion of certain items of legislation framed in accordance with the rules 
of this House, generally the same as that which passed this House at its 
lastsession, when asimilar bill was under consideration, but which at that 
time failed toreceive the assent of the Senate of the United States, and also 
one or two additional provisions of importance to the service and to the 
country. 

Among those provisions which, as I have said, passed the House at its 
last session was a provision that the grade of commodore in our naval 
service shall be allowed to die out, for the reason that in the opinion 
of your committee that grade is not useful for any naval purpose. It 
puts upon the navy-list, with a rank too high for practical service in 


our Navy, officers who ought by reason of their years to be admirals, if | 


they are to be promoted at all, and who, if they are not to be promoted 
at all, ought to remain captains and to command ships. 

The grade of commodore is a grade which is not suited to our Navy 
as now organized. It never had a legal status until the late war. The 
idea of a commodore is an officer who shall command a division or sub- 
ordinate section of a fleet, which fleet is under the command of an 
admiral. 

In old times and before the war we had neither commodores nor ad- 
mirals. The highest grade then known to the service was post-cap- 
tain, and that post-captain when he took command of a squadron or of 
a fleet was called commodore as a mere matter of courtesy. There was 
no such grade in our service of officers having separate pay, precedence, 
and rank. 

During the late war, when our fleets were large, when we bought or 
pressed into our service every available material in order to guard our 
coasts, commodores or flag-officers were employed for the purpose of 
commanding subordinate squadrons. But asour Navy isnow organized 
our fleets are small; they haveno divisions, and there is no reason why 
they should be divided. 

As I said at the last session, acommodore is ananomaly inthe service, 


who stands up between the commanderof a ship and the commanderof 


a fleet, too big for a ship and too small for a fleet. During the period 
when that rank is occupied by officers time and years roll on, and the 
oeflicers who ought to be on active duty and bring to the command of 
squadrons or to the command of single shipstheir experience and their 
remaining vitality stay upon this dead list drawing their pay, and with 
no usefulness at all to the service which could not be as well supplied 
by a lower or higher rank. 

We do not propose that anybody who is now a commodore shall be 
discharged. We merely propose that as these people become liable to 








retirement, or as they die, or resign, or take for themselves the steps | 


for getting out of the way, this grade shall die out. We provide also that 
promotions to the rank of rear-admiral shall be made by selection, upon 
the recommendations of a naval board of admirals, who are of such rank 
that they are beyond any personal interest in the matter, and that these 
promotions shall be made from captains or from commodores, just as the 
best men may be found in either grade. We provide also that the com- 


modore who under the present system would be promoted by mere | 


lapse of time and progress of years shall have the right, if he chooses, 
and if a junior has been promoted over him, to go upon the retired-list 
as a rear-admiral, the rank to which in the ordinary progress of affairs 
he would be promoted. So that we avoid, as far as possible, any in- 


jury to the individual, while we endeavor to benefit the service and the | 


public. 

I know that in the minds of many gentlemen who have not consid- 
ered this subject fully there is natural objection to the idea of selection 
by any body. They preter that the service shall go on and promotion 
be worked out through the automatic processes of existing laws. So 
long as this idea prevails the result is that every man who reaches a 
certain age, every man who lives long enough in the service, goes upon 
the list as an admiral. 

Mr. BLOUNT. May I ask the gentleman from New Jersey whether 
the officer is not now, under the existing law, examined by a board as 
to his mental, moral, and physical qualifications ? 

Mr. ROBESON. I think not. 

Mr. BLOUNT. I so understand. 

Mr. ROBESON. That provision, I think, applies only to oflicers 
below the rank of commodore, but I am not sure, as I can not now re- 
zall all the provisions. 


mirals go upon that list and receive the higher pay when they have 
not two years to serve as admirals bevore they are retired by law The 
officer who last went upon the list, a short time ago, will retire in May 
of this year as an admiral. He has had no time left to do any service 
as an admiral, inthe rank to which he is promoted, can not be ordered 
anywhere, for he is officially dead before he can do any real duty 


additional pay and rank, and goes otf with the full-fledged glories ot 
the highest rank. 

Mr. BLOUNT. The gentleman will allow me to call his attention 
to section 1497 of the Revised Statutes 

In time of peace no person shall be promoted from the list of commodores to 
the grade of rear-admiral, on the active-list, until his mental, moral, and pro 
fessional fitness to perform all his duties at sea has heen established as provided 
in the preceding section. 

Mr. ROBESON. Does not the preceding section contine this exami 
nation to officers below the rank of commodore ? 

Mr. BLOUNT. Yes, sir; but that section relates to officers below the 
rank of commodore, while the section which I have read relates t 
rear-admirals. At the present time rear-admirals are all subject to 
examination. 

Mr. ROBESON. Then I was mistaken and the gentleman is right 
But does hesuppose that any one of these officers isin fact ruled out by a 
board on the ground of mental, moral, or professional unfitness, merely 
because he has but six months toserveas an admiral? No board would 
do that. The result is that no man who has come up for promotion 
since this grade has existed has ever been declared untit for promotion 
from the rank of commodore to that of admiral. Theyall go through 
and would go through if there were twenty boards. In view of the as 
sociations of a lifetime and the conditions of a service like this, it can 
not be expected that it would be otherwise. Naval officers are but men 
They have been educated during the whole of their lives to look regu 
larly upward toward these higher ranks. They themselvesare enjoying 
the benefit of the system. It would be a very marked case, it would 
be considered almost a personal degradation, if by the action of a board 
of his fellows a commodore were barred in his pathway to promotion 
The truth is that if you are to restrain or regulate these things within 
the limits of propriety, you must establish your barriers firmly so as to 


justify boards and the men who compose them saying, ‘‘ Here is the law 


upon which we are constrained to stand.”’ 

This bill proposes that these gentlemen shall be promoted by selection 
by a board who are to name for the action of the President five officers 
as the five best fitted from which he shall select one for promotion 
Now, to name five officers and to say ** These are the men whom we select 
as those from among whom promotion is to be made”? is a very different 
thing from imposing upon any man the hard task of saying on his in 
dividual responsibility ‘‘ This man who now comes up by mere lapse 
of time, who has been my friend trom boyhood, with whom I have as 
sociated in the close contact of a naval vessel in youth and in manhood 
during fifty years of my life—with whom perhaps I have stood side by 


side on some slippery deck where life was victory and death was honot 
| is by reason of the lapse of years, by reason of some personal or indi 
| vidual infirmity, weakness, or affliction, not the man who ought to he 


put in this position to command our fleets.”’ 

But he may say, without being forced to meet this question, these tive 
men by common consent and by the knowledge we have of the servic 
are the five who are fittest in the list, and thus without putting any 
personal imputation on anybody. 

Mr. BLOUNT. I should like to ask my friend if lam to understand 
he thinks under the present law any physical disability growing out o 
wounds prevents promotion ? 

Mr. ROBESON. Growing out of wounds? 

Mr. BLOUNT. Yes, from wounds received in battle 

Mr. ROBESON. I do not thinkit does. These details are very much 
mixed on the statute-book, having been compiled in the Revised Stat 
utes from a dozen different systems of a dozen different years and put 
together without proper regard to system. But, sir, | do not think any 
man is debarred on that account merely by reason of wounds, if he is 
otherwise competent. 

But all people agree, and every Representative when he comes to 
exercise Ins representative duty in voting on these billsagrees, that the 


| country and its interests are entitled to have the best man for the high 


est position; and every reasoning man will understand that it is the 
part of good and wise law-makers so to legislate, if they can, that the 


| best men get in the places of the highest responsibility and power. 


Now there are differences between men. Nobody candeny that. No 
body will tell me here that in the ordinary businesses of common life 


| John Jones should be put at the head of a railroad company because he 


| 
| 


is 60 years old, and Thomas Smith, who has during the course of a long 
life shown superior ability, shall not be promoted because he is still 
young enough to be useful, and John Jones is older than he is. [I put 
it now as a practical question to business men, and IJ say to gentlemen 
here that there is no service in the world anywhere that I know of, cer 
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tainly none among the civilized nations, where men attain to the high- 
est places of responsibility and power merely by growing old, except the 
American Navy. It stands as an anomaly in the systems of the world. 
In no other military service is it so provided, not even in the American 
Army. For when a general is to be made, he is made by selection. Up 
to the rank of colonel men proceed by regular progression as vacancies 
occur. But when they reach that position from which they are to step 
away from subordinate positions to the responsibilities of a separate and 
important command, then they are made by selection, and with the as- 
sent of the service and of the country. 

This has been illustrated by the success which that system has had 
in our Army, but in our Navy we push every year four or five men on 
to the rank of rear-admiral—the rank of major-general inthe Army— 
and let them roll off at the end of six months or a year without doing 
any service, because they have grown too old to do it before they get 
there, and because there has been no selection made earlier from the 
best youth and blood of the service and bringing it to the top of the 
list, thus utilizing in its prime the best brains and activity of the serv- 
ce, 

Mr. Chairman, I have been betrayed into a much longer discussion 
of this provision than I had intended; but it seems to me to beso self- 
evidenton its surface that I can not forbear toexpress my opinion when 
I realize that certain gentlemen in the past and in the present array 
themselves in opposition to a provision which seems to me to be so just 
and right. 

It may be said, Mr. Chairman,that if yougive the powerof selection 
to any one he may be influenced by favor. Well, all human affairs 
must be conducted through the means of human agency, and you can 
not carry on any military or other service on business principles inany 
department unless you realize that the men who control and direct it 
are human. While they have the feelings and interests of humanity, 
they have also the courage and the conductof those men whoin acoun- 
try like ours, where power depends on popular appreciation, have reached 
that position of responsibilityand power where they are authorized to 
exercise judgment and selection. How false in theory and how futile in 
practice is the system which makes iron-clad rules destroy the discre- 
tion of those men who have been selected by reason of their recognized 
discretion for the places where they are called upon to exercise it! 

We propose also in this bill another amendment, Mr. Chairman, 
which to your committee has seemed to be a reform. We all admit in 
theory, if we are not willing to enforce in practice, the idea that the 
naval service is made for the country and not for the individual mem- 
bers of the profession. We educate the selected youth of the country 
at an academy, which is carried on with great expense of money and 
talent. We pay them liberally through all their lower grades. Why? 
‘To make seamen of them. Now the experience of our country is that 
oflicers of the Army do not require for efficiency in the ordinary grade 
and for ordinary purposes of campaign or battle any great special edu- 
cation or service. 

The experience of all parts of our country has shown that intelligent 
men called out from the lawyer’s office, from the counting-room, from 
the store-house, from the workshops, the factory or the farm—men leav- 
ing their education and employments behind them to take their part in 
the great battles of their country—after a few months’ experience make 
eflicient and effective officers for all the purposes of an ordinary cam- 
paign. But a naval officer isa differentthing. He is the production of 
long years of special training for a special service. It is necessary that 
he should enter his career in his youth; that he should adapt himself 
early to the trying phases of the naval service. No man is fit to go to 
sea or command a vessel, to enforce its discipline, to direct its opera- 
tions and control its power who has not had Jong and close training in 
all the branches of his special and technical profession. 

Therefore it is that in this bill we seek to provide that when we have 
launched an officer from our educational institutions into this service, 
for its benefits and for its duties, that he shall devote as much of his 
time as is practicable to the service to which he is accredited; and to this 
end we have provided that when these examining boards examine offi- 
cers for promotion to a higher grade, they shall exact as a condition of 
professional fitness that the various officers who are to be reported fit 
professionally to discharge all of the duties of the higher grades shall 
have had a certain specified and sufficient amount of sea-service in the 
grade below. 

It is a remark, Mr, Chairman, which we hear every day from the lips 
of every one, when they indulge in general remarks without personal or 
individual application, that there are too many naval officers in Washing- 
ton. ‘They number largely more than we believe are necessary to dis- 
charge the special duties here. Everybody knows that personal and 
political influences are brought to bear when a man is ordered to sea to 
have the order rescinded and to let the seaman remain on shore, and 
that other influences and social and domestic power are used very often 
to keep him at home, though he is paid and educated to do service 
abroad. There is not one of us who has not been guilty in that regard; 
not one of us all could throw a stone. Now we propose by this bill to 
make sea-service a premium. 

We have puta provision into this bill which will make young gentlemen 
anxious to go to sea, not anxious to stay at home, because only by going 





| 





to sea a certain number of years and seeing a certain amount of sea 
service can they win their promotion; and we have also provided that 
if they remain without promotion in that particular grade until they 
reach a certain age by reason of the want of sea service or any other 
reason, then they shall go upon the retired-list of the lower and not of 
the higher grades; that if a man who as a lieutenant, lieutenant-com- 
mander, or acommander has not been willing or if he has not been able— 
because that is his misfortune, a mere personal matter of which the 
country can not take account, for we are entitled to and must have the 
best men—if he has not been willing or able to go to sea and has not 
seen a proper amount of sea service during his grade, he can not be pro- 
moted to a higher, but remains in the lower grade; and if he remains 
there in that grade without winning his promotion until he reaches a 
certain age, he shall go upon the retired-list with the emoluments and 
pay of a retired officer of the lower grade and not of the higher grade 
for which, through domestic and political influence or personal solicita- 
tion or any other reason, he has not been forced or has not been willing 
to qualify himself. 

Now, there is a reform in the service. I state it frankly in the hear- 
ing of all people, to both sides of this Chamber. It is a reform which 
is in general accord with the provisions and systems of other maritime 
and naval nations. It is not exactly like the provisions of the English 
law, but it approaches itin form. It is not identical with the pro- 
visions of other naval countries. It is much more lenient than any of 


them. Now, if gentlemen want reform, there it is. For myself I care 
personally nothing about it. My viewsare known. I amonly striving 


to do some good to the service with whose needs I am familiar and with 
whose personnel I was so long associated. Within the lapse of a few 
weeks I shall pass from this scene without further influence upon legis- 
lation, good or bad, inthis House. But I will say, and I challenge dis- 
pute from any source, that so long as I have endeavored to illustrate 
and enforce legislation here it has been always, as far as my judgment 
went, in the interest of my country and of the people. 

I may differ from other gentlemen in the exercise of their individual 
and political judgments, but no man can put his finger on any public 
act of mine in this House which has been guided by prejudice or con- 
trolled by interest, and which has not been in the direction of public 
duty. I profess to have the courage of my opinions and to pursue the 
path of duty which I consider to be before me without turning aside for 
fear or favor. 

Here is a reform in this service, a chance not only to have good men, 
but good sense to apply the. proper tests of efliciency to promotion, to 
encourage the active, the devoted, the intelligent, and to leave the 
drones and laggards and loagers behind in the race; to make motion and 
promotion all along the line; to have the survival of the fittest, not ot 
the stupidest. I know that there is a struggle against it, the protest of 
inferiority against the process by which superior excellence must come 
to the front. But I put it to you, representatives of the people, who 
maintain this service for the country and for its interests, whether we 
are to take the ordinary and reasonable means to make it right, o1 
whether we are to yield to individual feelings, personal interest, o1 
social solicitations, or political influence? It matters not to me; it 
matters something to your country and much to the naval service. 

And let me say before the country and before the service, that unless 
they submit without interference or obstruction to reasonable and prope 
restriction and reduction along the line of their country’s interest, 
when they are dealt with wrongly, as may happen to them, and thei: 
interest and their system, so obstinately cherished, comes to be swal- 
lowed up in the destruction perhaps of other greater interests, they will 
not, from their attitude in the past or their conduct upon these ques- 
tions, have the right to claim the sympathy and support of those who 
are their real friends. Let them remember that when the child is ill, 
when congestion seizes upon the brain, and the system is top-heavy, he 
is the real friend who has the courage to give the purge or let the 
blood, despite the cries and struggles of the child, while the fond fool, 
that for a moment’s peace would soothe it with an opiate, is guilty of 
its destruction. It may be that gentlemen will say and think that the 
medicine applied is not the proper remedy. But then let them apply 
some remedy. Do not say, ‘‘I do notagree with your allopathic medi- 
cine; Iam a homeopath and therefore he shall have neither.’’ Give us 
something which looks to practical relief to the ills complained of. 

So much for the personnel of the service. Now we approach the pro- 
visions of legislation in this bill which look to the matériel of the serv- 
ice. It will be remembered that in this House last year a provision 
was passed authorizing the construction and completion of the engines 
and machinery of the double-turreted monitors; that when that came 
to the Senate after favorable report from the Committee on Appropria- 
tions it was on motion in that body stricken out so far as it related to 
completing these engines, upon the suggestion that we ought to have 
further examination and new reports upon the subject; and it was pro- 
vided that the naval advisory board which was constituted by that bill 
should re-examine this subject, which five or six other boards had al- 
ready examined, and report to this session of Congress as to the pro- 
priety of finishing and as to the mannerof finishing the vessels. When 


that provision came back to this House I, who had charge of this bill, 
said to my committee and on this floor that I accepted that; that I was 
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so confident that we had provided the best thing that could be done, | 
that it was right in every particular, that it would illustrate itself be- 
fore all men as right, that I would submit to the delay until the meet- 
ing of Congress in its present session for a new investigation. That 
investigation has been had. The bourd has reported unanimously. A | 
board composed of naval and civil officers, a civil engineer, and a civil 
ship-builder, has reported unanimously in favor of completing these | 
ships. It was questioned at that time whether one of this class of ships 
would float or not. It had been questioned previously whether any of 
them would. But the Miantenomoh of one type was launched and did 
float, and that, if it did not settle, ought to have settled that question 
with regard tothattype. But it was then questioned whether the Puri- 
tan would float. Since the last session of Congress she has been 
launched and does float with a hundred tons more flotation than was 
alculated. She is so buoyant that you can put a hundred tons more 
of steel on her without injuring her power or her speed, to protect her 
and the men who man her and the interests which she represents from 
the shot and shell of any enemy. Therefore we have provided in this 
bill $450,000 again for the completion of those engines and machinery. 

There was also atthe last session enacted a provision in the naval ap- 
propriation bill in accordance with the recommendations of the Naval 
Committee of this House, thatthe Secretary of the Navy was authorized 
to enter upon the construction of certainsteel cruisers. We have recog- 
nized that authority, and have also given him authority in this bill to 
commence two steel cruisers and a dispatch-boat. 

Mr. CALKINS. The same as provided for in the last bill ? 

Mr. ROBESON. Not the same. 

Mr. CALKINS. In addition? 

Mr. ROBESON. Twoin addition; two steel cruisers and a dispatch- 
boat. And we appropriate $1,300,000 to that end; for that is about all 
the money that can be expended in the current year. We have pro- 
vided that those ships shall be built according to the recommendations 
of the advisory board, and according to the provisions of the Naval 
Committee bill which was incorporated last year into our naval appro- 
priation bill. And we have been able to do all this without materially 
increasing the appropriation. Theappropriations will be nearly $200,000 
less than the appropriations made by the House last session, and about 
$300,000 more than the bill was when it became a law, and about or 
nearly the same as the bill which was passed in the previous year for 
the fiscal year 1882. 

Now, Mr. Chairman, when I rose to my feet to speak upon this sub- 
ject I expected only to occupy at most a quarter of an hour. But I 
have gone on answering suggestions of my friends on both sides with 
such point and reason as I was able to bring to their suggestions. I may 
have omitted certain things in this bill which I ought to have spoken 
of, but 1 recall none now which are not familiar to this House and to 
all persons interested in naval legislation. 

Mr. CALKINS rose. 

Mr. BERRY. Before the gentleman from New Jersey takes his seat 
I would like to ask him a question. 

The CHAIRMAN. The time of the gentleman from New Jersey 
[Mr. ROBESON } has not expired. 

Mr. BERRY. Having just come in, I would like to inquire of the 
gentleman what provision is made in this bill in regard to the Monad- 
nock ? 

Mr. ROBESON. No special provision with regard to the Monad- 
nock. The provision is this with regard to the monitors: $450,000 is 
appropriated to build the engines of that one of these double-turreted 
monitors which the advisory board shall report as proper to be first 
completed. If the gentleman desires to make that sum greater and 
apply it to all of the double-turreted monitors he will have my sup- 
port. But neither the Monadnock nor any other vessel is named. We 
have left that entirely to the discretion of the Secretary and of the 
advisory board. 

We have left another thing to their discretion, and itis proper I should 
state it here. Much question has been made in the past about the con- 
tracts for this machinery and the engines. I have maintained in the 
past that the old contracts were proper, and so proper that they ought 
to be adhered to. Other gentlemen, representing different views, have 
questioned their propriety and the advantage to result from them to the 
interest of the Government. 

We havetherefore provided in this bill that the Secretary of the Navy 
shall do this work under the old contracts or under new contracts, just 
as he may deem it best for the interest of the country. And we have 
also provided that the execution of nocontract, whether new orold, shall 
be entered upon until itis examined by a board of officersand pronounced 
by their report to be for the best interest of the country and at the low- 
est market prices for the work and materials to be used. 

Mr. ROBINSON, of Massachusetts. The board to be selected by whom ? 

Mr. ROBESON. By the Secretary of the Navy. 

Mr. ROBINSON, of Massachusetts. Then it comes ultimately to his 
decision. 

Mr. ROBESON. The reports of all boards come to his decision. But | 
you may make it the President of the United States if you want it; I 
do not care. 

Mr. ROBINSON, of Massachusetts. I am only asking for informa- 
tion. 
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Mr. ROBESON. You may make it the President or the Secretary 
of the Navy or one of his bureaus. But I will say that at his sugges- 
tion we have put io this bill a provision to prevent combinations. It 


| is well understood that there are but few firms in this country compe- 


tent to do this work and put in these engines. Now, in order to pre- 


| vent the possibility of their combining and putting up the price on the 
| Government we have provided that the Secretary of the Navy shall 


take the old contracts if he finds them better, or take new ones if he 
finds them better, but that he shall take none, old or new, until the 
items of the contract are reported upon by responsible boards of naval 
officers as being the lowest market prices for work and materials to be 
used. 

Mr. BERRY. Then I understand that the Secretary of the Navy, if 
he sees proper, has power to put the Monadnock afloat. 

Mr. ROBESON. If he wishes to. 

Mr. BERRY. And can use the money appropriated in this bill for 
that purpose. 

Mr. ROBESON. Unéoubtedly. 

Mr. ATKINS. I wisha moment to correct what I understand to be a 
statement of the gentleman from New Jersey [Mr. RosBEson]. He has 
stated that the present bill exceeds in amount the law of the last session 
some two hundred or three hundred thousand dollars. 

Mr. ROBESON. Of last year, yes. 

Mr. ATKINS. It does exceed it by about $360,000. 

Mr. ROBESON. I did not undertake to give the exact figures. 

Mr. ATKINS. The gentleman should have stated that this bill pro- 
vides for the reappropriation for the Bureau of Steam Engineering and 
the Bureau of Construction and Repair, with a small reappropriation for 
the Bureau of Ordnance, of nearly $1,700,000. 

Mr. ROBESON. That is unexpended money. 

Mr. ATKINS. Yes, unexpended. 

Mr. ROBESON. Already appropriated. 

Mr. ATKINS. But it is carried in this bill. 

Mr. ROBESON. Wecarry along in this bill the unexpended balances. 

Mr. ATKINS. But they are reappropriated. 

Mr. HISCOCK. I beg the gentleman’s pardon; all those sums of 
money carried in this bill can be properly expended under the provisions 
of the last appropriation bill. 

Mr. ATKINS. I would ask the gentleman from New York [Mr. 
Hiscock ] if the money that was appropriated for the Bureau of Steam 
Enginering and the Bureau of Construction and Repair has been ex- 
pended ? 

Mr. HISCOCK. It has not been expended. 

Mr. ATKINS. Will it be expended? 

Mr. HISCOCK. Let me answer the gentleman’s question. It has 
not been expended. 

Mr. ATKINS. How much has been expended ? 

Mr. HISCOCK. I suppose there is a half million of dollars at least 
unexpended in one of the bureaus. The money which has not been ex- 
pended will doubtless be expended before the end of the current year 
upon the 4,000-ton ship provided for in the last bill. 

Mr. ATKINS. I would inform the gentleman from New York [ Mr. 
Hiscock ] that in one of the bureaus there is over $800,000 unex pended ; 
in another over $400,000, instead of there being only about $400,000 in 
all not expended. I say this bill reappropriates that money. 

Mr. CALKINS. I understand that the gentleman from New Jersey 
[Mr. ROBESON] has yielded the floor, and if it is not the desire of the 
gentleman from Tennessee [ Mr. ATKINS] to take the floor, I ask to be 
recognized by the Chair. 

Mr. ATKINS. Ide not want to speak now. 

Mr. CALKINS. Then I will take the floor. 

Mr. ROBESON. I ask the gentleman to yield for a motion. 

Mr. CALKINS. I will yield to the gentleman. 

Mr. ROBESON. I am informed by the representatives from the 
State of North Carolina that one of their number has to-day departed 
this life, and they desire now that the committee may rise in order that 
they may submit the usual appropriate motion for the adjournment of 
the House. I therefore move that the committee rise. 

The motion was agreed to. 

The committee accordingly rose, and the Speaker having resumed the 
chair, Mr. PAGE reported that the Committee of the Whole House on 
the state of the Union had had under consideration the bill (H. R. 7314) 
making appropriations for the naval service for the fiscal year ending 
June 30, 1884, and for other purposes, and had come to no resolution 
thereon. — 

DEATH OF HON. JOHN W. SHACKELFORD. 

Mr. VANCE. [ rise, Mr. Speaker, to the discharge of a painful duty. 
Withsincere grief [announce that Hon. JouN W. SHACKELFORD, a Rep- 
resentative from the State of North Carolina, died at his residence in 
this city to-day, of pneumonia, at 45 minutes after 11 o’clock. Mr. 
SHACKELFORD, by reason of sickness, has not been able to occupy his 
seat in the House during the present session of Congress. He arrived in 
this city some thirteen days ago, since which time he has been growing 
worse until to-day, when he died. 

On a future occasion the House will be asked to pause in its regular 
business to pay honor to the memory of a worthy and noble man. 

I move the adoption of the resolutions which I send to the desk. 


> 
b 
“ 

' 
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The Clerk read as follows: 


Resolved. That the House has heard with profound sorrow the announcemen 
of the death of Hon. Joun W. SHACKELFORD, a Representative from the State 


of North © i 
, Res: ih “3 Thi it the Clerk communicate these proceedi to the Senate. 
the deceased the House 


Resolved, That as a token of respect for the memory of t 
do now adjourn, 

The SPEAKER. Before submitting the question on these resolu- 
tions the Chair announces as the committee of escort on the part of the 
House to accompany the remains of the deceased member to the place 
of burial Mr. LATHAM of North Carolina, Mr. Husss of North Caro- 
lina, Mr. Leepom of Ohio, Mr. MCKENZrg of Kentucky, and Mr. De 
Morte of Indiana. 

The resolutions submitted by Mr. VANCE were then adopted unani- 
mously; and in accordance with the last resolution (at 1 o'clock and 35 
minutes p. m.) the House adjourned. 





PETITIONS, ETC. 

The following petitions and papers were laid on the Clerk’s desk, 
under the rule, and referred as follows: 

By Mt. BROWNE: The petition of 176 ex-Union soldiers, for the re- 
peal of the limitation clause in the arrears-of-pensions act—to the Com- 
— on the Payment of Pensions, Bounty, and Back Pay. 

By Mr. BRUMM: The petition of EllisSmalley and others, relative 
to limiting the amount of public lands sold to one individual—to the 
Committee on the Public Lands. 

By Mr. CHAPMAN: The petition of Elizabeth A. Anderson, for com- 
pensation for two slaves emancipated in the District of Columbia by an 
act, of Congress—to the Committee on Claims. 

By Mr. MILES: The petition of citizens of Monroe, Connecticut, for 
increase of duty on Sumatra tobacco—to the Committee on Ways and 
Means. 

By Mr. PETTIBONE: The petition of Mrs. Lucy A. Bell, for a pen- 
sion—to the Committee on Invalid Pensions. 

By Mr. PETTIGREW: The petition of J. A. Scott and others, citi- 
zens of Elendale, Dickey County, Dakota Territory, asking that lum- 
ber and other products of the forest be placed on the free-list—to the 
Committee on Ways and Means. 

By Mr. SCRANTON: The petition of members of the bar of North- 
umberland County, Pennsylvania, for the passage of the bill establishing 
the northern judicial district of Pennsylvania—to the Committee on 
the Judiciary. 

By Mr. UPSON: The petition of citizens of Corpus Christi, Texas, 
protesting against an increase of duty on tin-plate—to the Committee 
on Ways and Means. 

Also, the resolution adopted by the board of directors of the San An- 
tonio (Texas) Exchange, urging a speedy settlement of the agitation 
of the question of the tariff on wool and woolen goods, and protesting 
against any reduction in the same—to the same committee. 

The following petitions for reduction of duty on sugar were pre- 
sented and referred to the Committee on Ways and Means: 

By Mr. 8S. 8. FARWELL: Of Martin H. Betzer and 34 others, citi- 
zens of Muscatine, Lowa. 

By Mr. HASKELL: Of citizensof Paola and of Independence, Kan- 
sas. 

By Mr. HENDERSON: Of Holt & Wilson and 15 others, of Moline; 
of W. B. Steele and 74 others, of Dixon; and of William G. Geedzell 
and 23 others, of Fiskilara, Illinois. 

By Mr. WEBBER: Of East & Brownand 161 others, citizensof Michi- 
gan. 





SENATE. 
FRIDAY, January 19, 1883. 


The Senate met at 11 o’clock a.m. Prayer by the Chaplain, Rev. 
J. J. BuLLock, D. D. 

The Journal of yesterday’s proceedings was read and approved. 

“ THE YELLOWSTONE NATIONAL PARK. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore laid before the Senate a communica- 
tion from the Secretary of the Interior, transmitting, in compliance with 
a resolution of the 9th instant, copies of all letters and other communi- 
cations in his Department in regard to the contract made with certain 
parties concerning fhe Yellowstone National Park; which was ordered 
to lie on the table, and be printed. 

CREDENTIALS. 

Mr. HALE presented the credentials of WILLIAM P. FRYE, elected 
by the Legislature of Maine a Senator from that State for the term be- 
ginning March 4, 1883; which were read, and ordered to be filed. 

PETITIONS AND MEMORIALS. 


Ohio, praying for an increase of the pension of soldiers and sailors who 
lost an arm or leg in the service to $40 per month; which was referred 
to the Committee on Pensions. 

Mr. CAMERON, of Pennsylvania, | mesa the petition of C. G. 
Jackson, Post No. 159, Department of Pennsylvania, Grand Army of 
the Republic, of Berwick, Pennsylvania, praying foran increase of pen 
sion to soldiers who lost an arm or leg in the service of the ian, 
ment; which was referred to the Committee on Pensions. 

Mr. PENDLETON presented a memorial of the seventeenth annual 
encampment of the Grand Army of the Republic of Ohio favoring 
the bill now pending to increase the pension of all soldiers who have 
lost an arm or a leg in the line of duty to $40 per month; which was 
referred to the Committee on Pensions. 

He also presented a petition of the members of the Ohio State board 
of agriculture, praying that the present rates of duty on wool be not 
lowered; which was ordered to lie on the table. 

Mr. CAMDEN presented resolutions adopted by the State board of 
health of West Virginia at a meeting held in Wheeling, January 13, 

1883, indorsing the action of the National Board of Health, and favor- 
ing its continuance; which were referred to the Select Committee to In- 
vestigate and Report the Best Means of Preventing the Introduction 
and Spread of Epidemic Diseases. 


REPORTS OF COMMITTEES. 


Mr. HARRISON. Iam directed by a majority of the Committee on 
Territories, to whom was referred a petition of citizens of Yankton 
County, Dakota, praying for the passage of a bill to enable them to re- 
fund their county indebtedness, to submit a report thereon, accompa- 
nied by a bill intended to give the relief asked for by the petitioners. 

I should like to say in this connection, if the Senate will bear with 
me, that itis very clear from the petition, whatever may have been the 
merits of the controversy between the railroad company and the county. 
that there is a general disposition on behalf of the people of that county 
to have such legislation as will enable them to refund their debt and to 
remove the imputation of repudiation which rests upon them. 

The bill (S. 2387) to authorize and empower the County of Yankton, 
in the Territory of Dakota, to issue bonds to be used in refunding and 
paying off its outstanding indebtedness, and to provide for the payment 
of the same, was read twice by its title. 

Mr. HARRISON. I may add that I shall, at a very early day, 
the morning hour, ask oe unanimous consent of the Senate to put this 
bill upon its passage. I should do so this morning but that the report 
ought to be printed so that everybody may see it. 

Mr. HALE. L[heard the suggestion of the Senator from Indiana about 
not asking for the passage of the bill this morning; but I believe that 
it is a bill which has been fully considered by all persons and _ parties. 
and it may be that no objection would be raised to its passage to-day. 

Mr. HARRISON. I should be glad to ask that the bill be taken up 
now, and will do so. | ask unanimous consent for that purpose. 

Mr. SHERMAN. It is so unusual to make such a request that | 
think the bill ought to go over. 

Mr. HARRISON. There is a written report, and I thought Senators 
would desire to see it before acting on the bill. 

Mr. GARLAND. I wish to state that that bill will be resisted. A 
minority, consisting of three members, of the committee object to the 
passage of the bill. They have not presented and will not present a 
written report, but when the subject-matter comes up they will present 
their objections to the bill at large. I have no objection to the bill 
being taken up now or at any other time, but we shall object to the 
passage of the bill most strenuously. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The bill will be placed on the Cal- 
endar and the report will be printed. 

Mr. SEWELL, from the Committee on Military Affairs, to whom was 
referred the bill (S. 2233) to authorize the Secretary of War to estab- 
lish a home for indigent soldiersand sailors in the State of Kansas, sub- 
mitted an adverse report thereon, which was ordered to be printed; and 
the bill was postponed indefinitely. 


BILLS INTRODUCED. 


Mr. HARRISON asked and, by unanimous consent, obtained leave 
to introduce a bill (S. 2388) granting a pension to Catharine Bullard; 
which was read twice by its title, and, with the accompanying papers, 
referred to the Committee on Pensions. 

Mr. JOHNSTON (by request) asked and, by unanimous consent, 
obtained leave to introduce a bill (S. 2389) for the erection of an eques- 
trian statue to the memory of General La Fayette; which was read 
twice by its title, and referred to the Committee on the Library. 

RATES OF PENSIONS. 

Mr. BLAIR. Day before yesterday I submitted an amendment in- 
tended to be proposed by me to the bill (H. R. 1410) to amend the 
pension laws by increasing the pensions of soldiers and sailors who have 
lost an arm or aleg intheservice. There has been considerable inquiry 
in regard to it, and Task that the amendment be read so that it may be 
printed in the REcorD. 





Mr. SHERMAN presented a petition of 65 citizens of Meigs County, 





The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The amendment will be read. 
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The ACTING SECRETARY. It is proposed to strike out all after the 
word ‘‘duty,’’ in line 6 of the bill, and to insert: 

Shall have lost a hand or foot, shall be entitled to a pension of $24 per month ; 
all persons who in like manner shall have suffered amputation at or above the 
elbow or knee, aé the rate of $30 per month; all who shall in like manner have 
suffered amputation at the hhip-joint or at the shoulder-joint, or who shall have 
lost one hand and one foot, or shall be totally disabled in one hand and one 
foot, or shall be totally deaf in both ears, or shall be unable to perform manual 
labor, shall receive pension at the rate of $40 per month; and all persons who 
in like manner shall have contracted a disability equal or equivalent to any of 
the fo ing specified disabilities shall be entitled to receive a pension per 
month of the amount hereby granted to such disability ; and in case of ampu- 
tation below a joint, but with such effect as to produce a disability equal to that 
produced by amputation at or above the joint, pension shall be paid as for the 
disability actually resulting from such amputation. 

FREEDMAN’S SAVINGS AND TRUST COMPANY. 

Mr. MORRILL. IL ask the time of the Senate long enough to have 
read a bill in relation to the Freedman’s Savings Bank, authorizing the 
disbursement of about $38,000, which was barred under the act of 1881. 
The Comptroller of the Currency thinks it ought to be paid out of the 
allowance to claimants who had presented their claims at that time. I 
merely ask for the reading of the bill; I think there can be no objec- 
tion to it. It was reported unanimously by the Committee on Finance. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The bill has been reported? 

Mr. MORRILL. It was reported yesterday. 

Mr. COKE. I gave notice yesterday morning, when I reported a 
joint resolution from the Committee on Commerce to authorize the pur- 
chase of steam-launches for the harbors of Galveston and Mobile, as by 
direction of the committee, that I should call it up at the earliest prac- 
ticable moment. I ask the unanimous consent of the Senate to take it 
up this morning. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. If there be no further morning busi- 
ness the Senator from Vermont [Mr. MORRILL] has asked for the con- 
sideration of a bill. 

Mr. MORRILL. Let the bill to which I referred be taken up, be- 
cause it will take but a moment. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. Let us have one bill at a time. 

Mr. COKE. I did not understand that the request of the Senator 
from Vermont was to put a bill on its passage. 

Mr. PLUMB. I donot wish to have it understood that in letting this 
proceeding go on I am yielding the right of way of the Post-Office ap- 
propriation bill. I shall call that bill up this morning, and if any of 
these proceedings are likely to detain the Senate more than a few min- 
utes I shall move that the Senate proceed to its consideration. 

Mr. MORRILL. This bill will not take any time. 

The bill (S. 2305) authorizing the commissioner of the Freedman’s 
Savings and Trust Company to examine and audit certain claims against 
said company and to pay certain dividends barred by the act of Febru- 
ary 21, 1881, and for other p , Was read, and, by unanimous con- 
sent, the Senate, as in Committee of the Whole, proceeded to its con- 
sideration. 

Mr. INGALLS. Is there a report in that case ? 

Mr. MORRILL. There isnoreport, but Ishould like to have a letter 
from the Comptroller of the Currency read. 

Mr. INGALLS. I should like to hear something about it. 

Mr. MORRILL. I send to the desk a letter from the Comptroller of 
the Currency. 

The PRESIDENT pro dens cae The letter will be read. 

The Acting Secretary as follows: 

OFFICE OF THE COMMISSIONER OF THE 
FREEDMAN’S SAVINGS AND TRUST COMPANY, 
Washington, December 30, 1882. 

Sir: The eighth section of an act entitled ‘An actamending the charter of the 
Freedman’s Savings and Trust Company, and for other purposes,”’ approved Feb- 
ruary 21, 1881, provides thatall claimsagainst the Geena’ Savings and Trust 
Comp , hot pr ted to the commissioner of said company for examination 
and credit i) within six months from and after the passage of said act, as 
well as all dividends decla upon audited accounts, not called for within two 
years from the date of their declaration, shall be barred, &c. 

Claims amounting to eee and dividends amounting to $3,927.18, barred 


under the foregoing provisions of law, have been presented since August 21, 1881, 
for examination and payment. 

ese claims include many cases of extreme hardship, and while I am not will- 
ing to recommend an entire revocation of the limitation prescribed by the act of 
Febreaty 21, 1881, because likely to involve the final settlement of the company’s 
affairs in uncertainty and confusion, I think it eminently proper that provision 
he made for the payment of the claims and dividends above referred to. 

I have therefore prepared a bill intended to accomplish this purpose, and also 
to make provision forthe future paymentof barred claims and dividends, should 
any unex ed balance remain in the handsof the commissioner after the two- 
year limit for the payment of the final dividend shall have expired. 

As you are familiar withthe subject-matter of the inclosed bill you will oblige 
me by introducing it in the Senate and doing what you canto promote its pas- 


“Ve respectfully, your obedient servant 
ef “ JOHN JAY KNOX, Commissioner. 
Hon, A. H. GARLAND, United States % 


Mr. EDMUNDS. I should like to hear the bill read again. The 
commissioner appears to say that he has prepared a bill which opens the 
presentation of these claims indefinitely. 

Mr. MORRILL. Oh, no. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. That is the way the letter reads—to make pro- 
vision for the payment of them in future after the expiration of two 
years, he says. That is the way it reads. Let us hear the bill. We 
shall pass the bill, and not the letter, perhaps. 








The bill was read, as follows: 

Be it enacted, &c., That the commissioner of the Freedman’'s Savings and Trust 
Company be, and he is hereby, authorized and directed to examine and audit 
all claims against said company, and to pay all dividends on audited accounts 
which may have been presented to him for that purpose since the 2Ist day of 
August, SSI, notwithstanding the limitution for the presentation of suchclaims 
and the payment of dividends contained in section 8 of an act entitled “An act 
amending the charter of the Freedman’s Savings and Trust Company, and for 
other purpx ses,’ approved February 21, 1881. 

Sec. 2. That said commissioner shall keep an accurate record of all claims pre- 
sented for examination and audit, and all dividends barred under existing laws, 
called for from and after the passage of this act; and if after the two-year limit 
for the payment of the final dividend prescribed by the act approved February 
21, 1881, any balance remains in the hands of said commissioner, he is hereby 
authorized and directed to make a pro rata distribution of said balance among 
the claimants who may have presented their claims for examination or for pay- 
ment of barred dividends after the passage of this act. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. There you see that the second section does open 
indefinitely the disposition of this fund, and leaves it all the time in 
the control of that particular officer. Unless we were greatly wrong in 
passing the act of limitation to try to make an end of this business two 
years ago, we ought not to pass this second section. The tirst section 
covers the cases of hardship which are referred to as having already oe- 
curred; but the second section opens it without any limit at all as long 
as there is any money left, and leaves it entirely to the discretion of 
this officer. 

Mr.MAXEY. I suggest to the Senator from Vermont to add in the 
second section at the word ‘‘claims,’’ so as to read ‘‘ all claims of the 
character described in the first section.’? That would limit it to that 
class filed under the act of 1881. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. But that would leave it then to his discretion as 
to cases of hardship. There is no need of the second section in regard 
to the claims that are already known to exist, and. 1 move to strike out 
the second section. 

Mr. MORRILL. I will merely sayin reply to my colleague that the 
second section provides for other claims that shall be presented before 
the expiration of the time of limitation.’ I see nothing wrong in it 
myself. I therefore hardly assent to the proposition to strike out the 
second section. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. Ido not think I should have moved to strike it 
out if it had been limited to the two years, but the way it reads is: 

That said commissioner shall keep an accurate record of all claims presented 
for examination and audit, and all dividends barred under existing huws, called 
for from and after the passage of this act; and if after the two-year limit for the 
payment of the final dividend prescribed by the act approved February 21, IS8l, 
any balance remains in the handsof said commissioner, he is hereby authorized 
and directed to make a pro rata distribution of said balance, &c. 

Mr. MORRILL. Would it satisfy my colleague to say ‘‘at the ex- 
piration of the limitation ?”’ 

Mr. EDMUNDS. I want tostop it in some way, because I do not 
think an indefinite and endless discretion ought to be left in the hands 
of any officer about claims. 

Mr. MORRILL. If it was limited to the expiration of two years, I 
think it would be right. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. If the Senator will allow the bill to go over for a 
few minutes, probably it can be fixed so as to be satisfactory to me 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. . The bill will be passed over for the 
present. 

STEAM-LAUNCHES AT GALVESTON AND MOBILE. 

Mr. COKE. I ask the Senate to take up the joint resolution which 
I reported yesterday. 

There being no objection, the Senate, as in Committee of the Whole, 
proceeded to consider the joint resolution (S. R. 126) previding for the 
purchase of steam-launches for use in the harbors of Galveston, Texas, 
and Mobile, Alabama. It proposes to direct the Secretary of the Treas- 
ury, if in his judgment the exigencies of the service require it, to use 
the $16,000 appropriated by the act of August 7, 1882, for the construc- 
tion of steam-launches for use in the harbors of Galveston, Texas, and 
Mobile, Alabama, in the purchase of such launches already built. 

Mr. COKE. [| ask that the accompanying letters be read. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The letters will be read. 

The Acting Secretary read as follows: 

WasuineorTon, D. C., January 16, 1883. 

Dear Str: I have the honor to call your attention to the large increase in ar- 
rival of foreign vessels with dutiable cargoes at the port of Galveston, and conse- 
quently pressing necessity for the use of the steam-launch, for which an appro- 
priation was made at the last session of Congress. i 

The outer roads, where the larger vessels are anchored, are distant from the 
wharf eleven miles, and with the present facilities for boarding these vessels 
customs officers are unable to reach them in many instances for a week after 
their arrival, during which time these foreign ships are visited by small vessels 
from the coast, thus giving opportunity to smuggle, which to prevent I would 
suggest the immediate purchase of a steam-launch, from the fact that to con- 
struct one would require many months and result in great inconvenience to the 
port and loss to the Government. 

Respectfully, &c., 
A. G. MALLORY, 


Collector Port of Galveston, Texas, 
Major E. CLARK, 


Chief Revenue Marine Bureau, 
UNITED STATES REVENUE MARINE, TREASURY DEPARTMENT, 
January 3, 1883. 
Drar Sir: I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt (this a. m.) of your 
letter dated the lst instant, in which you refer to the pressing necessity fora 
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steam-launch at Galveston, Texas, for which Congress made an appropriation 
at its last session, and inquire if there is any method by which its procurement 
may be expedited : 

I beg to say in reply, that under the law authorizing the construction of a steam- 
launch for Galveston Harbor, the necessary specifications have been nearly com- 
pleted, and it is contemplated to issue advertisements inviting bids for the con- 
struction of the vessel as soon as practicable. It ought not to require more than 
two or, at (he longest, three months for completing the launch when taken in 
hand. Were authority given for the construction or purchase of the vessel re- 
quired, I think one might be obtained with very little delay, as there are always 
small vessels, comparatively new, at or in the vicinity of New York, which may 
be purchased at a reasonable cost, It is not deemed that the present law gives 
authority for the purchase of a completed vessel. If a joint resolution were 
passed authorizing the Secretary of the Treasury to apply the appropriation, or 
so much as may be necessary, to the purchase of a suitable vessel, it would ena- 
ble us to proceed at once, 

Very truly, 
° E. W. CLARK, Chief, &c. 
Hon. Ricuarp Coker, United States Senate, 

Mr. EDMUNDS. Is there any letter from the Secretary of the 
‘Treasury ? 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. Those are all the papers here. 

Mr. COKE. This resolution simply changes the enactment in the act 
of August 7, 1882, requiring the construction of these steam-launches, 
so as to give the Secretary of the Treasury the discretion to purchase 
them if in his judgment the interests of the service require that course; 
that isall, ‘The collector of the port of Galveston shows the pressing 
necessity for the purchase of a launch there. The purpose of the joint 
resolution is to give the Secretary of the Treasury discretion to pur- 
chase one already built instead of waiting several months to construct 
one, as under the law now he would have to do. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. ‘The only thing I regret about it is that we have 
no recommendation either from the President or the Secretary of the 
‘Treasury, but only from these subordinate officers; but I dare say with 
the explanation it is all right in this instance. 

Mr. ALLISON. I should like to inquire of the Senator from Texas 
how this money is to_be distributed as between Galveston and Mobile? 
1 remember very welf when the appropriation was made that it was at 
tirst intended that $8,000 should be allowed for Mobile and $8,000 for 
Galveston, and afterward it was suggested that $16,000 be appropriated 
in bulk as a steam-launch at Galveston would probably cost $10,000, 
while one at Mobile could possibly be built for $6,000, 

That appropriation was made on the 7th of August. It seems tome 
that if there was such great necessity for haste in the matter the speci- 
tications and plans could have been made sooner. I doubt very much 
the propriety of this legislation in the absence of a recommendation 
from-the Secretary of the Treasury himself. 

Mr. COKE. I would suggest to the Senator that if the Secretary of 
the ‘Treasury does not concur in this action he will not carry it out, 
because the matter is all left to his discretion. 

_As to the division of the appropriation between Galveston and Mo- 
bile, that is just as it stands in the original enactment, at the discretion 
of the Secretary of the Treasury. 

The joint resolution was reported to the Senate without amendment, 
ordered to be engrossed for a third reading, read the third time, and 
passed. 


FREEDMAN’S SAVINGS AND TRUST COMPANY. 


Mr. EDMUNDS. Now I am ready to take up the other bill. 

The Senate, as in Committee of the Whole, resumed the considera- 
tion of the bill (8S. 2305) authorizing the commissioner of the Freed- 
man’s Savings and Trust Company to examine and audit certain claims 
against said company and to pay certain dividends barred by the act 
of February 21, 1881, and for other purposes. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. I withdraw my motion to strike out the second 
section, and move to amend it by inserting what I have written in. 

The ACTING SECRETARY. In line 2, section 2, after the word ‘‘ pre- 
sented,’’ it is proposed to insert ‘‘ within the time limited by existing 
law;’’ so as to read: 

Src, 2. That said commissioner shall keep an accurate record of all claims pre- 
sented within the time limited by existing law for examination and audit, &c. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. I think that should be “‘ finally limited,”’ so as to 
leave it within the two years. 

The PRESIDENT protempore. The amendment will be so modified. 

The amendment was to. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. In line 4 of section 2, after the word ‘‘if,’’ I move 
to strike out the word ‘‘after’’ and insert ‘‘at the expiration of;’’ so 
as to read: 

And i i * 
PR wes es eee ime two-year limit for the payment of the final divi 

The amendment was agreed to. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. At the end of the section I move to add ‘‘and 
within the time aforesaid.” 

The amendment was to. 

The bill was reported to the Senate as amended, and the amendments 
were concurred in. 


The bill was ordered to be engrossed for a third reading, read the 
third time, and passed. 


SEOOND NATIONAL BANK OF XENIA. 
Mr. SHERMAN. I call the attention of the Senate to a bill which 








ought to be now to give the relief required. Iask to take up the 
bill (S. 2356) to authorize the increase of the capital stock of the Second 
National Bank of Xenia, Ohio. If when the bill is read there is any 
objection I shall not press it. 

By unanimous consent, the Senate, as in Committee of the Whole, pro- 
ceeded to consider the bill. 

The Committee on Finance reported the bill with an amendment, in 
line 5, before the word ‘‘ amended,’’ to strike out “‘said.”’ 

The amendment was agreed to. 

The bill was reported to the Senate as amended, and the amendment 
was concurred in. 

The bill was ordered to be engrossed for a third reading, read the third 
time, and passed. 

The Committee on Finance proposed to strike out the preamble, in 
the following words: 

Whereas the stockholders of the Second National Bank of Xenia, Ohio, have 
unanimously voted to amend the fifth article of the articles of association of their 
bank so that it shall read as follows: ‘‘ The capital stock of the association shall 
be $150,000, but the same may be from time to time increased, subject to the lim- 
itations of the act, to any sum not ex ing 000; and in such increase of 
capital each stockholder shall have the privilege of subscribing for such number 
of shares of the proposed increase of stock as he or she may be entitled to accord- 


ing to the number of shares owned by him or her before the increase is made ; 


the shares of stock to be $100 each :” erefore. 


Mr. SHERMAN. The committee propose to strike out the preamble 
because it is not necessary. 
The preamble was rejected. 


BANKRUPTCY SYSTEM. 


Mr. HOAR. I ask consent to present at this time the memorial of 
the National Board of Trade, which consists of delegates from boards 
of trade of the principal cities in the country, extending from Portland 
in Maine to Portland in Oregon, and San Francisco. 'The memoriai is 
very short, as short as I should make a statement of its contents under 
the rule. I ask, therefore, to have it read. 
The memorial was read and ordered to lie on the table, as follows: 
To the Senate and House of Representatives of the United States : 

The memorial of the National Board of Trade respectfully showeth: That at 
a meeting of the board held in this city on the 17th of January, 1883, the follow- 
ing preamble and resolutions were unanimously ad : 

** Whereas the National Board of Trade has heretofore affirmed the necessity of 
a general bankrupt law; and 

“ Whereas it is generally admitted that the bill known as the Lowell bank- 
ruptey bill has been carefully constructed to this end, and has received the ap- 
proval of the great majority of the mercantile organizations of the country ; and 

** Whereas this bill is now before the Senate of the United States for its final ac- 
tion: Therefore, 

* Resolved, ‘That the National Board of Trade again affirms its opinion as to the 
existing necessity for a general bankrupt law, and believ that the Lowel! 
bankruptey bill will meet this admitted necessity, it urges the passage of this 
bill at this time as a wise and beneficent measure. 

** Resolved, That this preamble and these resolutions be sent to both Houses of 
Congress.” 
In behalf of the National Board of Trade: 
FRED. FRALEY, 
pf Philadelphia, President. 
HAMILTON A. HILL, 
Of Boston, 
WASHINGTON, January 18, 1883. 
ALCOHOLIC PREPARATIONS. 


Mr. HOAR. I give notice of a proposed amendment to the bill (H. 
kt. 5538) to reduce internal-revenue taxation, which I desire to have 
printed and referred to the Committee on Finance. I ask leave to say 
that while I introduce this amendment by request, as a means of bring- 
ing the subject before the committee, and as at present advised I am 
very strongly in favor of it, if the committee should suggest some new 
or other view of the expediency of the legislation, I should reserve the 
right as in all cases to modify my opinion. 

The PRESIDENT . The proposed amendment will be 
referred to the Committee on Finance and printed. 

EXECUTIVE COMMUNICATION. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore laid before the Senate a communica- 
tion from the Secretary of War, transmitting, in answer to a resolution 
of the 2d instant, a report of the Chief of Engineers as to the condi- 
tion of the work for improving the entrance to the Saint John’s River, 
Florida, and to Cumberland Sound, Georgia; which was referred to the 
Committee on Commerce, and ordered to be printed. 

He also laid before the Senate a communication from the Secretary 
of War, transmitting, in answer to a resolution of the 11th instant, a re- 
port of the Chief of s,s in to the condition of the work 
for the improvement of Cumberland Sound, Georgia; which was referred 
to the Committee on Commerce, and ordered to be printed. 


POST-OFFICE APPROPRIATION BILL. 


Mr. PLUMB. I move now that the Senate proceed to the consider- 
ation of House bill 7049, which is the Post-Office iation bill 


The PRESIDENT pro tempore. ‘The Senator from Kansas moves to 
ne the Calendar. 
The PRESIDEN mpere. Thofennter from Kensns 3 
> tempore. The tor ansas now moves 
to take up the Post-Office appropriation bill. 


The motion was agreed to; and the Senate, as in Committee of the 
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Whole, resumed the consideration of the bill (H. R. 7049) making ap- 
propriations for the service of the Post-Office Department for the fiscal 
year ending June 30, 1554, and for other purposes. et 

Mr. PLUMB. I hope it will be the pleasure of the Senate to finish 
the bill this morning, and I shall ask the Senate to continue its con- 
sideration till it is disposed of. ; 

The reading of the bill was resumed. The next amendment of the 
Committee on Appropriations was, in line 83, to increase the appropri- 
ation “‘ for inland transportation by steamboat routes’? from $600,000 
to $625,000. 

The amendment was agreed to. 

The next amendment was in the appropriation for the “ oflice of the 
Third Assistant Postmaster-General,’’ in line 110, after the word “‘of,’’ 
to strike out ‘‘ January’’ and insert *‘July;’’ and in the same line, 

wtfter the word ‘‘and,’’ tostrike out ‘‘eighty-three’’ and insert ‘‘eighty- 
four;’’ so as to make the clause read : 

And upon all matter of the first class, as defined by chapter 180 of the laws of 
Congress approved March 3, 1879, entitled “An act making appropriations for 
the service of the Post-Office Department for the fiscal year ending June 30, 1580, 
and for other purposes,” and by that act declared subject to postage at the rate 
of 3 cents foreach half ounce or fraction thereof, postageshall be charged, on and 
afterthe Ist day of July, A. D. 1883, at the rate of 2 centsforeach half ounce or frac- 


tion thereof; and allacts, so faras they fix a different rate of postage than herein 
provided upon such first-class matter, are, to that extent, hereby repealed. 


The amendment was agreed to. 


Mr. MAXEY. Icall the attention of the Senator in charge of the bill to 
the change which is made in lines 110 and 111 by the Senate Committee 
on Appropriations from the time tixed by the House. The purpose of this 
clause is to reduce the postage from 3 cents to 2 cents on a letter weigh- 
ing less than half an ounce. The House fixed the Ist day of January, 
1884, for the reduction to go into effect. The Senate Committee on Ap- 
propriations alter that and make the change go into effect on the 1st 
day of July, 1885. I desire to call theattention of the Senator in charge 
of the bill to this; and I do so with great deference, having had some 
experience as a member of the Post-Office Committee. 

The purpose of the clause as it is found in the bill coming to us, for 
this aioaian to go into effect on the Ist day of January, 1834, is to rid 
the Department of the stamps already stamped at 3 cents and thereby 
save that much expense to the Government. The effect of making the 
change take effect on the Ist of July, 1883, will be that all those stamps 
which happen to be left over on the Ist of July, 1883, will be a dead 
loss. In the next place, adeticit unquestionably will be produced tem- 
porarily—I do not believe it will ultimately—by the cutting down of 
postage from 3 cents to 2 cents; and the postponement of the provision 
taking effect till the Ist day of January, 1884, is to make suitable and 
neceasary provision without at once creating alarge deficit in the postal 
Department. Idoubt the propriety of the amendment proposed by the 
Appropriations Comunittee. 

Mr. PLUMB. The committee gave very thorough consideration to 
all these questions. I think the Senator from Texas is in error in sup- 
posing that there will be aloss to anybody by thechange. Some °33-cent 
stamps will be in use at any time when the change can be made to take 
effect. They will be no more necessary to be withdrawn from the post- 
offices or canceled or destroyed by the Government than the 5-cent stamps 
are. Some 5-cent stamps are carried over from quarter to quarter and 
year to year, and 3-cent stamps are just as effective for paying large 
postage as 5-cent stamps or 10-cent stamps. When we shall reduce 
the postage, J-cent stamps will be just as useful for the payment of 
larger postage as 5-cent stamps are now. It will not be necessary, 
therefore, for the Government to recast a single account, to withdraw 
a single stamp, to change for one single hair’s breadth its relations to 
any postmaster or to any agent of the Department by reason of this 
change. The only question is as to the time necessary for the Govern- 
ment to prepare itself for the change. The Government is now print- 
ing upon plates all the denominations of stamps, including 2-cent stanyps. 
The only effect so far as the contract for stamps is concerned is to en- 
large the office, and consequently increase the number of *-cent stamps 
used. The contract of the Government with the persons who make the 
stamps is for printing so many stamps. A 2-cent stamp does not cost 








more or less thana 3-centstamp. The contract extends until some time | 


in 1885, I understand. The Third Assistant Postmaster-General under 
this change will only order more of the 2-cent stamps and fail to order 
any 3-cent stamps. The Senator trom Texas will remember that it is 


now over five months until the beginning of the tiscal year when this | 
change will take effect if the amendment of the committee shall be | 


adopted. 

Now, in’ regard to the revenue, it is possible there will be a slight 
deficiency, but I am not prepared to say that I fully believe there will 
he one even of a small amount. There will be a nominal deficiency 
of about one and three-quarter million dollars; but it is to be borne in 
mind in considering the question of a deficiency that everybody recog- 
nizes now, I think, that the Post-Oflice Department should not be car- 
tied onat aprofit, that the Government should notinany event calculate 
and plan to get from the people of the United States, in the shape of 
postages, more than the amount which is necessary to carry on the 

service. The Government does impose upon the post-oftice serv- 
the carrying of public documents, public correspondence, &c., to 
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an amount which is estimated by the Department to cost $2,000,000 a 





; year. That amount is charged to the people of the United States in 


the excess of postage which that carriage makes necessary. S$» that if 
we were to-day to credit the Department with the carriage of tree mat- 
ter at the ordinary and usual price charged to individuals for similar 
matter, the Department would be self-sustaining, even upon the basis 
of a reduction in postage, which should make an equivalent reduction in 
revenue, but the reduction of postage has always been accompanied by 
an increase of revenue. 

It is a fact well attested in the experience of the Department that the 
addition of the postal card, while entailing no additional expense to 
the Government except the printing of the card, has been followed by 
an addition to the net proceeds of the operations of that Departmente 
nearly equivalent to the entire amount received. In other words, the 
Goverument, by adding 1-cent postage in the shape of a postal card, 
has added nearly the total amount received trom the postal cards to its 
net revenue. 

I believe myself, and I think the committee all were thoroughly im- 
pressed with the same belief, that the reduction in postage will increase 
the number of letters to be carried in two ways. In the first place, a 
larger number will inevitably be carried anyhow; in the second place, 


at the higher rate. That is to say, it will interfere relatively with the 
amount of postal cards used, and also with the amount of 2-cent post- 
age in other directions which will go to the credit of the carriage of the 
letter mail, and partly also because of the fact that the Department has 
now devised a letter-sheet which will be as convenient nearly as a 
postal card, and which a person can use to send a sealed communication 
for 2 cents with just as much facility as he can now send one by postal 
‘ard which is open to the inspection of the public. This will induce a 
great many people to use this method of sending a sealed communica 

tion at 2 cents rather than to continue the sending of postal cards at 
1 cent, sothat I shall be greatly surprised if, when we come to consider 
this subject a year from now, wedo not find that the reduction of postage 
to 2 cents has been followed by a relative increase in the numner of 
letters carried nearly if not quite suflicient to wipe out the apparent 
deticiency which we create by this action 

Mr. MAXEY. The statement made by the Senator from Kansas in 
charge of the bill that so far as postage on a letter requiring more than 
3 cents is concerned the present J-cent stamp will not be lost is true; 
but the salaries of postmasters in country post-oflices are paid by the 
number of stamps sold, and those stamps go into the hands of private 
parties who rarely use more than one stamp. Hence there will be a 
loss to that extent. So much for that argument. 

I am as much in favor of the reduction of postage to 2 cents per let- 
ter as any Senator in this body; but I desire further tosay that the first 
effect of a reduction of postage, not only in the United States but in 
England, has been always und invariably to create a deficiency in the 
revenue. That was the effect when the Rowland Hill policy of penny 
postage went in foree in England; the immediate effect was to create a 
deticit; the ultimate effect was to increase the revenue. So when the 
postage in our country was reduced by various acts down to the last 
one we have on the subject, the immediate effect was to create a deficit ; 
the ultimate effect was to increase the revenue. So [ believe the same 
precisely will oceur here. The immediate effect of this will be to cre 
ate a deticit; the ultimate effect will he to increase the revenue. 

I desire to say in one additional word why I am in favor of this re 
duction to 2 cents. The records of the Post-Office Department show 
that the amount of postage paid by those who write letters creates a 
fund of trom three to four million dollars annually more than the ex 





pense of the transmission of letters. ILence these people, letter-writers, 
pay three or four million dollars into the Treasury which is consumed 
by the sending out of newspapers and third and fourth class mail mat 

ter, none of which pays its way through the mail. It is not equitable, 
| in my judgment, to require writers of letters to pay for the carrying of 
| newspapers and third and fourth class mail matter. 

Mr. PLATT. Mr. President, I hope that this amendment will not 
| prevail. I believe that this proposition to reduce postage trom 3 cents 
to 2 cents upon sealed letters is premature, and I desire that Congress 
shall have the opportunity for a second sober thought before the law 
goes into operation. I will endeavor in the briefest manner possible to 
| give my reasons why I think this proposed reduction is premature. 

In the tirst place, if postage is to be reduced there are other directions 
in which the reduction is as imperatively demanded as in this direc 
tion. The additional postage of 1 cent upon drop-letters in cities hay 
| ing tree delivery is a real burden upon the business correspondence ot 
| those cities. I think it should receive first attention, as I will endeavor 
to show as I proceed. It doubles the postage upon letters as a penalty 
for having free delivery which the Government ought not only to give 
without additional pay but ought very largely to extend. 

Then I think the postage on unsealed letters, business correspondence 
in unsealed letters, might be reduced to 2 cents quite as properly as this 
reduction; but I think that the whole scheme of the reduction of post 
age at this timeis premature. I know that there seems to be the opin- 
| ion prevailing in Congress and in certain newspapers that there is a very 
| general demand for this reduction in letter postage. I confess I have 
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some of the postage matter now carried at the lower rate will be carried . 
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not heard it out of Congress and out of the n pers. I have not 
heard it among the people, and I do not believe that the people esteem 
it to be any hardship upon them to pay 3 cents postage upon a letter 
sent to any part of this country. Where one person has spoken to me 
on that subject ten persons have spoken to me on other matters con- 
nected with the post-oflice system, and I think the general desire among 
the people is that there shall be no reduction of postage till the revenues 
of the Post-Office Department have been expended to develop and per- 
fect the post-office system and give the people greater conveniences ion 
they now have, and make that system more efficient. 

I make no criticism upon the Post-Office Department. The growth 
and development of the post-office system has been great. Postmasters- 
General have done all that they could under the disposition in Congress 
not to make large expenditures for the Post-Office Department so long 
as there was a deficiency. Many improvements which they would have 
desired to introduce and have recommended to Congress time and time 
again they have not been able to carry out because Congress would not 
make the necessary appropriations, and the reason given in Congress for 
not making the necessary appropriations always has been that the Post- 
Office Department entailed a large deficiency. Now, for the first time 
in twenty years, I think, the Post-Office Department is self-sustaining, 
and we have arrived just at that point where we ought to improve this 
system, where we ought to make it more efficient, where we ought to 
study the convenience of the people and see that the United States is 
not behind the rest of the world in the conveniences which it affords to 
the people through this postal system. 

Now, allow me to refer tosome minor matters. The matter of office 
accommodations at the third and fourth class offices is a matter in which 
there may be very great improvement. The convenience to the people 
can be wonderfully enhanced. I will not weary the Senate by going 
into details. It is within the personal observation of every Senator who 
is familiar with the post-offices in the smaller places, that the conven- 
iences might be increased a hundred and two hundred per cent. with 
very little additional expense. I think it ought to be done. I think 
the expenses necessary to make this increase should be borne now when 
the Department is self-sustaining. If it is not done now it never will 
be. 

Another thing that I wish to speak of is this: We should have more 
frequent mails. Take New England and the Middle States, and Sen- 
ators will be surprised to learn, I think, that certainly one-fifth of the 
mail routes in the New England and Middle States are less than daily. 
Is there any reason why in these States where a railroad reaches usually 
within ten or fifteen miles of every town, every town should not have a 
daily mail? I know towns in my own State, within eight or ten miles 
of a railroad, that have but a semi-weekly mail. I have endeavored to 
have it increased to a daily mail, but I have been met continually with 
the statement that Congress would not appropriate sufficient money for 
that purpose, and the reason Congress would not do it was because there 
was a deficiency in the Post-Office Department. Take the towns and 
cities that are situated upon railroads, the mails carried upon railroads 
should be increased in frequeney. A town of three or five thousand 
inhabitants situated upon a railroad should never be dependent upon 
one daily mail. And upon this point, there is no reason why we should 
not have special mail facilities by fast trains. That subject, which 
was discussed here yesterday, points what I am saying upon this mat- 
ter. The speed of mails should be increased. We should carry mails 
as fast as passengers are carried in this country, and we should not 
stand here higgling and debating whether we will spend $185,000 ina 
year to increase the speed of mails, to make it possible to send a letter 
to Chicago or Saint Louis and get an answeraday quicker than weshould 
otherwise. What the people want in these matters is to be well served, 
served as well as it is possible that they shall be served, no matter what 
the expense is. 

Take the matter of box-rents. The whole subject of box-rents needs 
readjusting. They need to be cheapened. We want better offices, 
better box accommodations, better service at offices. 

But, Mr. President, there is another thing that we want still more. 
We want the free delivery of the mails extended, and largely extended. 
There are in the United States, according to the census, 246 cities of over 
10,000 inhabitants. In those cities very nearly one-quarter of the popu- 
lation of the United States resides. There is no reason why the Gov- 
ernment should not deliver in every one of those cities of the United 
States, without the additional charge of 1 cent upon each drop-letter, 
the letters received in those cities, at the doors of the individuals to whom 
they are addressed. Oh, but, Senators say, that-willcost money. In- 
deed it will cost money, but I desire that the Post-Office revenues shall 
not be reduced until a convenience like that shall be extended just as 
far as it is practicable to extend it. 

I find by the Postmaster-General’s report that only one hundred and 
twelve cities now have free delivery. The law only makes it obligatory 
upon the Postmaster-General to give a free delivery of letters in cities of 
30,000 inhabitants, and makes it discretionary with him to allow it in 
cities where the population is 20,000, or the gross revenues are $20,000. 
I think that that law should be repealed. I find by the Postmaster- 
General’s report, desirous as he has been and desirous as Congress has 
been that there should be no deficiency in the Post-Office Department 





any longer, that this free-delivery system has been extended to but 
three cities in the United States during the eae fiscal year. 

Take my own State. From recollection I say that there are some- 
por fifteen towns and cities having a —— compact, I think, 
wi a mile or two of the post-office to the farthest delivery, ranging 
in population from five to twenty-five thousand inhabitants. I think 
it much better to spend the surplus revenues of the Post-Office Depart- 
ment in seeing that within such towns and cities as those letters are 
delivered at the doors of those to whom they are addressed without ex- 
tra charge for the service, rather than that postage should be reduced. 
I believe that the people think so too. I do not believe that the people 
are clamoring at the doors of Congress to reduce postage from 3 cents to 
2 cents until these improvements have been adopted. In Great Britain 
more than 90 per cent. of the letters are delivered to the individuals at 
their residencesor places of business, and, I think, without extra charge. 
It is a principle of the English system that the delivery of letters shall 
be universal. 

Mr. SAULSBURY. Does the Senator mean to say that they deliver 
at everybody’s house in England? 

Mr. PLATT. More than 90 per cent. of the letters going through 
the British post-office are delivered at the doors of the persons to whom 
they are addressed. In the early history of the postal system in En- 
gland it was the law that it should be so done. As far back as 1794 
there are cases in the reports where actions were brought against post- 
masters for not delivering letters wherever they were addressed, and 
it was decided to be the law of England that they should beso delivered. 
It was the law in this country during the Confederate Congress. Letter- 
carriers were always appointed in this country at the discretion of the 
postmaster to deliver letters without additional charge, until this free- 
delivery system, as it is called, came into vogue. It should be one of 
the fundamental principles of a well-regulated postal system that every 
lester should be delivered to the individual addressed, where it is pos- 
sible and practicable that it should be done. 

lt would be an improvement which the people would hail with joy, 
ten times the joy that they will hail the reduction of but it 
never will be done until the Post-Office is not only self-sustaining but 
earns a surplus revenue. 

I can not, with the pressure of time that there is upon the Senate, 
stop to dwell upon these things; I can merely outline them; I can 
merely call the attention of Senators to what I believe to be the real de- 
sire of the people upon this question, and I will when I close propose 
an amendment to change the existing law with reference to the free 
delivery of letters. 

But there is another subject to which I desire to allude, a subject in 
which there is already a great interest, a growing interest, an interest 
that will grow and make a voice that will have to be heard and heeded 
in the halls of legislation, and that is the question of the transmission 
of messages by electricity, by the telegraph. The telegraph to-day is the 
rich man’s mail. The time is coming, and it is hastening rapidly, when 
the people of this country will demand that it shall be no longer the 
rich man’s mail, but that it shall be brought within the reach and 
ability of every individual in this land. I can not understand how it 
is that a Government like ours, that professes to be in advance of the 
world, that boasts of its progressive spirit and tendencies, that boasts 
of its invention, that boasts of the utilization of the arts and sciences 
in its borders, should fall back on the slow railroad and steamboat for 
the transmission of its messages, and allow quick transmission to be in 
the hands of a single corporation substantially in this country. 

I said that the telegraph to-day was the rich man’s mail. The trans- 
mission of letters and messages is a Government function, it pertains to 
the Government, and it ought never to have been suffered to go out of 
the hands of Government. We ought just as much to utilize the tele- 
graph as to utilize the sending of letters by the railway. Formerly let- 
ters were carried on foot or on horseback. I remember when the saddle- 
bags thrown across the horse contained the letters which were sent 
through the country. Then we adopted the steamboat and then the 
railroad, and then we insist that we shall have fast trains. Why? That 
we may geta letter to California in a week and get an answer in a week, 
and the Government proposes to do it for 3 cents. The Government 
can send a letter of twenty words to California and get an answer in a 
single day at an expense, I verily believe, of not more than 25 cents. 
Ought not the Government todo it? Can the Government excuse itself 
for not serving the people with this new means of communicating mes- 

° 


I said that the transmission of messages by electricity was mainly in 
the hands of a single corporation. I am not continually talking about 
monopolies, but I do say that this business of carrying letters, of trans- 
mitting messages, is a monopoly which belongs to the Government of 
the United States and not to corporations, if those gentlemen who 
are troubled with the power and the increasing power of monopolies, 
and justly troubled, desire to look about for the greatest monopoly of 
the world in proportion to its capital, they will find it in this same tele- 
graph company. Its recei last year were $17,000,000 and its 
acknowledged profits were $7,000,000, more than 40 per cent. of its re- 
ceipts. I say its acknowledged profits; what its real profits were no 
one knows. 





= eT ee 








1883. 





If the Government, as it ought to have done under the statute of 1366 
authorizing it to do so, had taken control of the telegraph system of this 
country it would have saved last year $7,000,000 to the people of this 
country; and that is a better saving than the saving which they propose 
to effect upon postage, because with that saving would have come the 
added convenience, as the telegraph would have been brought within 
the reach of the humblest individual. If an individual in common life 
now receives a telegraphic dispatch he fears that it means death or dis- 
aster. Ifthe Government in 1866 had taken the telegraph it would be 
a common means of communication between the common people of this 
country to-day. 

The enormous profits which are lost tothe individuals of the country 
und are put in the pockets of the stockholders of this corporation are 
nothing to what they are expected to be. The president of the corpo- 
ration in his last annual report estimates that the receipts of the com- 
pany in the year 1887 will be between $31,000,000 and $32,000,000, and 
the protits $16,000,000. 

I insist upon it that there should be no diminution of the revenues 
of the Post-Office Department until its surplus funds have been used at 
least to make a fund for the purchase, at an appraised value, of the 
telegraph linesof the United States. Looking forward five years to 1887, 
taking the report and estimate of the president of that corporation in the 
year 1587, it would save $16,000,000 to the people of the United States and 
afford them vastly increased facilities for corresponding with each other. 
I have no time to elaborate this proposition to-day. I believe that when 
the people come to think of these matters they will vastly preter that 
the convenience of the present system shall be extended; that new im- 
provements shall be adopted; that the frequency of mails shall be in- 
creased; that the speed of mails shall be increased; that free delivery 
shall be extended almost indetinitely ; and that Congress shall take steps 
before the coming storm to see to it that the control of the telegraph 
system of this country passes into the hands of the Government. 

I submit my amendment at this time and ask to have it read for 
information as I shall propose to offer it. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The amendment will be read for the 
information of the Senate. 

The ACTING SECRETARY. It is proposed to add: 

All lawsand parts of laws forbidding the employment of letter-carriers for the 
free delivery of letters in cities having a population of less than 20,000, or having 
a gross annual revenue of less than $20,000, are hereby repealed, and the Post- 
master-General is hereby authorized to extend the free delivery of letters from | 
time to time according to his discretion, 

Mr. PLUMB. [shall raise the point of order on that amendment. 

Mr. MAXEY. Mr. President, the importance of the subject now 
betore the Senate will, I trust, be my apology for adding something to 
what I said in the opening. The pivotal point in the argument of the 
Senator from Connecticut [Mr. PLATT] is that the expenditures of the 
Postal Department shall not exceed its revenue. From that theory I 
dissent. The original purpose and design of the post-oflices of this 
country was to transmit intelligence. That was the purpose of it. The 
Constitution when adopted gave the monopoly the exclusive control of 
the transmission of that intelligence to Congress: ‘* Congress shall have 
power to establish post-offices and post-roads.’’? That power being vested 
in Congress it becomes a monopoly. No private individual can inter- 
fere with that; no State can interfere with it. 

It is therefore manifestly just that in the exercise of this great power 
Congress should do equal and exact justice to all its citizens, and ex- 
tend to all, whether denizens of great cities, or of towns or villages 
or thinly settled neighborhoods or hardy frontiersmen, who go to the 
outermost verge of civilization and lay the foundations for new cities, 
towns, Villages, and neighborhoods, every tacility for receiving and trans- 
mitting intelligence that a broad-minded, liberal, and wisely econom- 
ical policy will justify. 

Therefore, | submit, the primary duty of Congress under that clause | 
of the Constitution is to transmit intelligence with certainty and at a | 
reasonable expense. Thesecondary consideration is that it shall be done 
within the revenues of the Post-Office Department, but the primary 
duty is to transmit intelligence with reasonable certainty and at a rea- 
sonable expense. 

When the Constitution was adopted (and I am not surprised at allat | 
some of the early utterances of the men of that day and time) these | 
postal duties might have been performed within the revenues of the 
Post-Office Department, but since the Constitution was adopted the great 
Louisiana Territory has been annexed to the Union, adding that vast 
country from the Mississippi River out as far as Minnesota and then | 
west to the Pacific, including Oregon. The great country of Texas has 
been added since that time, with an area greater than one-third of that | 
of all the original thirteen States of the Union, and whose population of 
150,000, at annexation, December 29, 1845, has increased till it is now 
2,000,000. 

All that vast territory which was brought in under the treaty of Guada- 
lupe Hidalgo of February 2, 1848, reaching out to and including Cali- | 








fornia, has been added, as well as the Alaska purchase; so that the con- | 
ditions now are wholly different from what they were in the early days 
of the Republic. If you charge the men who live on the frontier and in 
remote districts, and whose mails are yet carried to them on horseback, 
by buckboard, hack, and stage-coach, with the entire expense, the practi- 
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cal efiect will be that you will make the postage to those people who 
are settling up your frontiers so enormous that it will cut off intel! 
gence from them. The resources of these hardy settlers are always lim 
ited. Such a policy would prohibit to them intercourse through the * 
mails. Such is not the purpose of the Constitution; such policy would 
be very narrow. 

In addition to that, the great policy of this Government is and has 
been to extend its borders, strengthen its outposts, to care for the liberty 
and well-being of its people, and to settle up its waste places. What- 
ever can be constitutionally done toward settling up the waste places 
of this country and toward carrying out the purposes indicated it is 
policy, it is economy to do. When you send out to those people living 
on the frontier, who are settling up the wilderness, their mails with 
reasonable certainty and at reasonable expense, you are giving for this 
country and its tax-payers, wherever they may live, vastly more than 
the mere cheese-paring policy of keeping the postal expenses inside of 
the postal revenues, to the direct injury of remote settlers and to the 
general detriment of all. 

The Senator from Connecticut speaks about the magnificent system 
that he wants of daily mails all over his country, and of deliveries to 
everybody. I speak in behalf of those men who seem to labor under 
the ban and proscription of the Post-Oflfice Department, the trontiers- 
men and residents in thinly-settled neighborhoods, who have the poor 
privilege of getting their mails once a week grudgingly granted and who 
seem to be the orphan children of the great American family They 
are to stand on one side; but those who happen to live in large cities, 
having their mails laid down on their tables four, five, six, or seven 
times a day, seem to be the favored tew. The railroads and those who 
live on railroads are favored to such an extent that yesterday we agreed, 
against my vote, to pay $185,000 in order practically that newspape! 
from New York might be laid before the favored people on a tew lines 
out of New York at a little before the ordinary time. Beautitul con 
placency! Yet when you come to a provision for furnishing the inha 
itants of thinly-settled neighborhoods with their mails there is always 
a great hue and ery; and because somebody is charged with having ma! 
appropriated the funds appropriated for that purpose the people on the 


| frontier and in sparse settlements are made the vicarious offering for 


the sins or alleged sins of those who have the control of these affair 
There is no justice or fair dealing init. Let every tub stand on its 
own bottom. Let the strong hand of the law be laid heavily on every 
robber and peculator of the public Treasury. Every honest man will 
hold up the hands of the Government in such effort. In the mean time 
every honest man ought to say that the people should not suffer in 
their mail facilities because crime may have been committed in postal 
administration. 

The first and foremost proposition is that intelligence shall be tran 
mitted through the mails with certainty and at reasonable expense. So 
far as the statement is concerned as to this bringing about a great de 
ficit in the revenues, the same statement was made in 1850 w the 
first great stride was taken toward the reduction of posta 
country; it has always been made on every occasion when the 
has come up. As I stated when I was on the floor betore, th 
diate effect of this reduction will be to create a deticit, but that will be 
more than made up in the course of a few years by the increased num 
ber of letters which will go out over the country. Such is 


en 
In th 
ilmnect 


imine 


the lesson 


| of history, and history but repeats itself, and will, I have no deubt, do 


so inthis instance. The reduction to 2 cents a letter under halt an 
ounce is a great stride forward, and will stimulate letter-writing, espe 
cially among those not favorites of fortune, to such extent that reve 
nues in a few years will be greater than the expense, leaving a margin 
for reduction on other mail matter. 

While I believe that the Post-Office Department should extend t 
citizens of all the large cities of the older States, when we are able to 
do it, the facilities suggested by the Senator from Connecticut, | 
believe that it is the bounden duty of that Department to extend the 


the 


privileges to those men in less favored localities, and to those who are 
out on the frontier building up and making States and bri ‘ them 
into the Union. The policy which is now talked about of bringing 
mails within the revenue of the Government woul! have excluded the 
vast country which wassettled up after the adoption of the Constitution, 


of the mails, 


mitted, Ken 


they were 


because from the very time those new States began to be ad 
tucky, Ohio, [llinois, and all that region of country, 
pense to the Post-Oflice Department, they were an expense to f 
ernment. Was that a reason why this Government should step in and 
with a purblind policy refuse to give those people their mails? When 
the great country west of the Mississippi River was added we heard the 
same hue and ery. I ask, should they have been cut off 2? When Cali 


an ex 


he Gov 


| fornia was admitted into the Union and the charge was made on the 


floor of the Senate, on a proposed reduction in a postage bill, that it 


he deserves credit for it, said that if the Government of the Unite 


| States could not send the mails to California and let those people have 


the same privileges as to the transmission of intelligence that were ex 
tended to all others of our people, they had better cut California loose 
and let her take care of herself. 
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I believe in protecting every man in this country, and I believe the 
men whom I represent and those who live out in the Sierras and in the 
Rocky Mountains and are scattered all over the vast frontier of this 
country of ours which we are trying tosettle up are entitled to the mails 
as much as anybody else. I believe that the true policy of this coun- 
try is to encourage the transmission of intelligence in every way that 
we can, because the virtue and the intelligence of the people are the 
underlying strata upon which the perpetuity of this Government rests. 

I believe that whatever may be the ultimate result it is wise and 
sound policy to adopt the provision made by the House in favor of the 
reduction of postage to 2 cents. It may be that other things hereafter 
may come; it may be that the things the Senator talks about may come; 
it may be that we may be able to do something else hereafter; but let 
us take hold of this proposition, go through with it, reduce postage down 
to 2 cents, and, in my judgment, for so doing we will have the bless- 
ings of the American people. 

Mr. PLATT. Mr. President, I desire to agree with the Senator from 
Texas in one thing, and that is that there is no section in this country 
where the convenience of the people should be studied in the adminis- 
tration of the postal system more than another. I think one reason 
why we have not had greater improvement and development has been 
sectional jealousy, which did not like to see a few dollars expended in 
one section unless something could be expended also in another section. 
I think we ought to do away with all thatthing. Wherever there isa 
demand for improvement, for more conveniences, for greater service, 
there the whole country ought to see that it is had. 

Mr. HAWLEY. Mr. President, I wish to add a few suggestions in 
the general direction of what my colleague [Mr. PLATT] has said. I 
suppose thata reduction of the postage to 2 cents would result probably 
immediately in a large increase in the number of letters sent so that the 
the resulting decrease of receipts would be partially compensated, but 
it should be remembered that a reduction of postage isnot the only thing 
to besought. There should be also an increase of facilities, and in my 
opinion an insrease of facilities now would have a much more marked 


and striking effect in enlarging the receipts than could the reduction of 


rates. I wish to state certain facts and to refer to certain statutes here 
that I may put this matter in its true light in the Recorp for future 
reference. ‘The original theory of the post-office in Great Britain from 
which we borrowed the organization of our post-office was that every 
letter committed to the mail should be carried to the person to whom 
it was directed. The British fell short of that for some time, but now, 
as my colleague has said, more than 90 per cent. of the letters of Great 
Britain are delivered to the persons to whom they are directed. 

The delivery of letters by carriers at the doors of the persons ad- 
dressed, free of charge other than the age, was not a part of the 
postal reform inaugurated by Rowland Hill in 1840. It dates back to 
the time when the post-office was first established in Great Britain, 
more than two hundred years ago. By reference to Cowper's Reports, 
volume 1, page 189, it will be seen that Justice Willes said in 1874 
that— 

The usage in London and other great towns has been to deliver all letters at 
the houses of the respective inhabitants to whom they are directed. In smaller 
post-towns the postmaster has declined to do so without an additional aliow- 
ance, other than the postage, probably because there were only a few persons 
to dispute the right. 

In the fifth Burrows, pages 2709 to 2715, is the report of a suit brought 
against the postmaster of Gloucester in which Lord Mansfield said (page 
2714) that up to 1769 “letters directed to the inhabitants of Gloucester 
were always delivered to them at their places of abode, within the said 
city, by the postmaster without any gratuity or reward over and above 
the common rate of postage.’’ 

This was in a suit against a postmaster for not delivering without 
extra charge and the postmaster was defeated. 

The duty of a postmaster thus to deliver letters in Great Britain had 
not, up to 1774, been prescribed by statuory law, and, I believe, it has 
not been thus prescribed up to the present day. The only allusion to 
the duty of postmasters in regard to the delivery of letters in the then 
existing law was in the section which said : 

One pee ere tae shall be appointed by the Crown; which postmaster- 
general and his deputy and deputies, and his and their servants and agents, and 
no other person or persons whatsoever, shall from time to time and at all times 
have the receiving, ordering, dispatching, sendin stor with speed and de- 
livering of letters and packets whatsoever which shall be sent to or from all places 
of Great Britain, &c. 

About the year 1770 the postmaster of Gloucester and other post- 
masters, acting under the sanction and approval of the postmaster-gen- 
eral, refused thus to deliver letters, and demanded compensation the refor. 
Suits were brought against the postmasters; the cases went to the Court 
of King’s Bench, and in every instance the decision was against the 
postmaster and in favor of the — (See the cases referred to above; 
also, Rowing vs. Goodchild, Wilson, page 343; and Barnes rs. 
Folley, fourth Burrows Reports, page 2149.) 

Up to the Declaration of Independence it was, under the law already 
quoted, the duty of the postmasters in the American Colonies thus to 
deliver letters. It was our theory that a letter should be carried to the 
person to whom it was addressed. In 1782 the United States in the 


Congress of the Confederation adopted a of the same Brit- 
ish law in an ordinance which empow the Postmaster-General to 











carry > ‘deliver letters.’’ (See Journal of Congress, volume 4, 
94. 

In 1794 this common-law duty of the postmasters was so far modified 
as to authorize the letter-carriers to charge 2 cents for each letter they 
delivered (see volume 1, page 366 United States Statutes), and in 1860 
the carrier’s fee was reduced to “not exceeding 1 cent ’’ per letter. 
(United States Statutes, volume 12, page 38.) 

Up to 1874 repeated acts of Congress said the Postmaster-General 
‘‘shall appoint letter-carriers,’’ &c., for the delivery of letters. (See 
United States Statutes, volume 1, page 366; volume 4, page 112; vol- 
ume 5, page 89. 

In 1863 it was enacted that ‘‘no extra postage or carriers’ fee shall 
hereafter be charged or collected upon letters delivered by carriers.’’ 
(Volume 12, United States Statutes, page 705, section 23.) 

In 1874 it was enacted that (except in places where they were al- 
ready employed) ‘‘letter-carriers shall not be employed for the free de- 
livery of mail matter ’’ in any town or city having a population of less 
than 30,000. (See volume 19, page 231.) 

The insidious cause that led to this backward march in the progress 
of postal reform was the increasing use of boxes, which for many years 
the postmasters sold at whatever price they pleased, pocketing the pro- 
ceeds; and after the fee for boxes was reduced to $2 they were allowed 
to take one-half of it themselves. The consequence was an abandon- 
ment of the original theory of the post-office. 

In 1879 this limitation was extended to cities having a population of 
20,000. (Volume 20, page 317.) 

With the prohibition of free delivery in 1874 the law forbidding let- 
ter-carriers to collect a fee for deliv ering remained unre As a 
result of this legislation the people in places of less than 20, 000 have 
been deprived of their common-law right, and can neither have their 
letters delivered to them by carriers free or for hire. 

There is a large range of places in the United States where the peo- 
ple would be very glad to give, as they did in the old way, a cent for 
a letter delivered to them, but they can not do it. Of course they can 
go and hire somebody outside of the Department; you can hire a man 
for a dollar a day to bring your own mail if you Choose; but there is 
no general arrangement by which a carrier authorized by the Govern- 
ment is at liberty to take the letters and deliver them and charge the 
fee of 1 cent each. 

The law for the first time in upward of two centuries now requires 
them to go to the post-oflice for their letters. You may say the law 
requires that they shall go to the post-office for their letters; the Gov- 
ernment will offer them no facilities for cheap delivery at their doors. 

The re-enactment of section 11 of the act of March 3, 1863, would au- 
thorize the Postmaster-General to appoint letter-carriers at any post- 
office he pleases. This law was in force eleven years and the Post- 
master-General, in the exercise of his discretion, did not abuse the power 
intrusted to him. He extended the free delivery very gradually. In 
fact, he was always subject to the limitation of Congress, as expressed 
in its appropriations for letter-carriers. 

In 1863 the free-delivery service was begun in forty-nine cities. In 
1882, nineteen years thereafter, it had been extended to only one hun- 
dred and nine cities—I think one hundred and twelve now. _ 

In Great Britain, during a period of only thirteen years—from 1864 
to 1876—free delivery was established for the first time in 5,204 places, 
and in 5,866 places additional carriers were appointed or the area of de- 
livery enlarged. In 1839 in Great Britain there were only 4,500 recep- 
tacles for postimg letters. In 1881 there were 28,860. 

If the question is asked, why the delivery of letters has not been 
extended in the United States, I give the answer which I have already 
indicated. It is found in the fact that it has been tor the pecuniary 
benefit of every postmaster not to have the delivery by carriers adopted 
at his office, as such a delivery would tend to diminish his perquisites 
derived from box-rents. 

Postmaster-General Montgomery Blair must have seen this, for he 
secured the enactment of alaw which deprived postmasters of their per- 
quisites and gave them fixed salaries in lieu of commissions and per- 
quisites. (See section 6 of the act of 3d March, 1863, volume 12, United 
States Laws; also the act of 1864, volume 13, page 336.) 

This feature of the law was, however, soon circumvented, for while 
postmasters still receive ‘‘salaries,’? the amount of their salaries is 
ascertained by ‘‘adding to the box-rent (not exceeding $1,350 per an- 
num) commissions on the postage.’’ Postmasters of the fourth class 
have a salary equal to ‘‘all the box-rent and commissions.’’ (See post- 
office acts 1872, 1874, 1876, and 1878, volume 17, page 294; volume 18, 
page 236; volume 19, page 81; volume 20, page 141.) 

Postmaster-General Blair, who seems to have well comprehended the 
true functions of the post, after establishing this free delivery in so 
many places in 1863 sent out these instructions: 


It is the special duty of postmasters to provide that all letters are larly, fre- 
quently, and ptly delivered by the carriers, so that citizens may have no ex- 
cuse for relinging to the old custom of calling at the eee The purpose of the 
law providing tor a free ae of letters at the houses of owners is to promote 

public convenience, and the same time reduce the labor in post-offices. 
pe na pe aly gy Terme es use ‘of private boxesand. steadily aim 
ucing them to the lowest num 
carriers are not yet employed } + should immediately recom- 
mend one or more for appointment. 











1883. 





Postmaster-General James in his report said: 

I have felt no hesitation in pressing the claims of the free~ielivery branch of 
the service with some urgency, for the reason that the advantages which I be- 
lieve will result from an allowance sufficient to provide for an extension of its 
operations will not be confined to any particular city, nor to any section of the 
country, but will be shared by the business community and the general public 
in every portion of the land. 

In the one hundred and twelve cities of the United States where we 
have the free-delivery system there is an aggregate population of about 
10,000,000. That leaves 45,000,000 people without the privilege of 
free delivery and without the benefit of the old law which enabled 
them to get the delivery by the payment of an additional penny on each 
letter. 

I submit to the honorable Senator who has charge of this bill that 
there might be an amendment in the general direction that my col- 
league indicated in the amendment which I have endeavored to support. 

1 am indebted for my historical references to the law to a constituent 
of mine, who has given great and prolonged consideration to these ques- 
tions, and who may be considered learned in the history and law of the 
matter, Mr. Henry L. Goodwin, of East Hartford, Connecticut, and I 
want to give him credit for it. 1 coincide heartily with his views, and 
I beg the committee, if the amendment submitted by my colleague can 
not be adopted, to give the matter favorable consideration, perhaps in 
an independent bill. ‘That, however, should come from the Post-Oflice 
Committee, and to that committee I have sent a memorial from Mr. 
Goodwin setting forth these tacts at length. 

Mr. PLUMB. Mr. President, there does not seem to be any particu- 
lar logical connection between the opposition to the proposed diminu- 
tion of postage and the ailirmative propositions embraced in the remarks 
of the Senator from Connecticut [Mr. PLArr]. The Appropriations 
Committee did not deal with the entire question of the administration 
of the Post-Office Department, but only with that branch which was 
committed to them by reason of the bill as it came from the House, 
which provided for the reduction of postage. They believed and still 
believe that the reduction ought to take place at the beginning of the 
fiscal year, both as a matter of convenience and as a matter of justice 
and fairness to the people of the United States, who are paying the rev- 
enues of the Post-Office Department. 

I may say for myself that I do not believe in extending the privileges 
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of the free-delivery system at the expense, at least not too largely at the | 


expense, ofthe general public. That free-delivery system is now in op- 
eration in one hundred and twelve cities of the United States. In all 
but twelve of them it is carried on at a loss of about $2,000,000, which 
is charged to the general revenues of the Government. I do not speak 
of that to complain of it particularly, butsimply to say that it is hardly 
fair that the mass of the people of the United States living in the coun- 
try districts shall be charged more than it costs to deliver their mail in 
order that the inhabitants of the towns may have theirs at less than 
cost. That seems to be hardly a fair distribution of the benetits and 
burdens of the postal service. 

The Committee on Appropriations were not unmindful that they were 
dealing with an appropriation bill and an amendment to that bill which, 
by the ruling of the Chair, they must deal within such a way without 
going generally into the question of the administration of the postal 
department, and I do not mean to say, as I understand it, that there 
may not be other directions in which reform may be made or instituted. 

Mr. HOAR. May I ask the Senator a question? I presume I did 
not catch the first part of his remarks. Did I understand him to say 


that the cost of the Post-Oflice Department fallson the rural oragricult- | 


ural portion of the people for the benelit of the people of the cities— 
that the latter pay less than their share of the cost of the post-oflice and 
theothers more ? 

Mr. PLUMB. I did not say so. 

Mr. HOAR. I did not think the Senator said so, but in the direc- 
tion of the remarks of the Senator from Texas 1 wanted to call the Sen- 
ator’s attention to that. 

Mr. PLUMB. Ido notcomplain of the existing system. 1 only say 
that the extension of the free-delivery system in the method suggested 
by the Senator from Connecticut at a loss, as it would be to the Goy- 
ernment, would entail upon the general public who do not live in towns 
the necessity of paying more tor postage, in order that the service might 
be kept up. 

Mr. HOAR. Do not all the towns where that is done, or where it is 
proposed to be done, pay a good deal more than their share to the post- 
office ? 

Mr. PLUMB. The profits that come to the Government by the opera- 
tion of the post-oflice in New York are just as much to the credit of New 
York as the payment of the whisky tax by the town of Peoria would 


be to the credit of Peoria if that town pays more than its proportion of 


the whisky tax of the United States. 

Mr. HOAR. Ifa countryman writes a letter to New York and that 
letter is delivered quickly by the free-delivery system, and answered 
quickly by the New York correspondent, by a convenient mail service 
— New York, the countryman gets the benefit just as much as the New 

orker. . 

Mr. PLUMB. Well, Mr. President, you can run anything of that 
kind in the ground. I do not mean to say that the service ought not to 
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exist in New York; but what I mean to say is that its indefinite exten 
sion would entail an expense which must be borne by the people who 


are not specially interested in this delivery. It is not necessary, how 
ever, to go into that discussion, because this is not the proper place 
for it. The committee did not give it any attention, because it was not 
within the purview of their authority to do so. They dealt with the 
question and the only question presented to them by the bill, and that 
was the reduction of postage, and that does not connect itself eithe: 
with the free-delivery system or with the telegraph system. I take it 
the Senator from Connecticut does not care to accumulate a great sur 
plus from the carriage of letters in order that somebody may get a tele 
gram for nothing; that if we are to have a postal-telegraph system he 
is willing the people who get the benefit of it should pay for it, and if 
they do there is no necessity of collecting trom the people of the United 
States who send letters a sum of money to build a telegraph for the peo 
ple who deal only in telegraphic dispatches. 

I feel constrained by the instruction of the committee and by the 
necessities of the situation to make the point of order onthe amendment 
offered by the Senator from Connecticut. 

Mr. SAULSBURY. I desire to say in reference to the question of 
free delivery which has come up that I think the smaller towns do now 
pay an additional amount of postage because of the facilities furnished 
to larger cities by the free-delivery system. Take the smaller towns, 
the town in which I live and towns of that kind. In the first place, we 
are compelled to go and hire a box for our mail matter to be put in 
That goes to the general credit of the postal service. Then we are 
compelled to go to the post-office ourselves to receive our letters. 

The complaint of the payment of 2 cents on the letters which are de 
livered at the door is an unreasonable complaint on the part of gentl 
men who live in those cities where there is free delivery. Who had 
not rather pay 2 cents than to pay 1 cent and be compelled to go to the 
post-oflice by day or night, rain or shine, snow or blow? If there is 
any complaint anywhere, or if there is any ground for complaint any 
where, in reference to this thing it is on the part of those smaller cities 
which have not the free-delivery system. 

Mr. President, while I am on my teet, and I rose principally tor that, 
I wish to make an inquiry of the Senator having the bill in charge in 
regard to another matter. TI believe that the expenses of the Post-Office 
Department, like the expenses of every Department of this Government, 
ought to be cut down as low as they can be with any proper degree ot 
convenience in the administration of the Department. It occurs to me 
that there are in this bill some unnecessary expenses provided tor, and 
I say now that this bill has never been betore the Post-Office Committee, 


| of which | have the honor to be a member, but it comes from the House 


of Representatives direct to the Appropriations Committee, and, there 


| fore, Ll am compelled to make inquiry now of the Appropriations Com 
| mittee upon a subject which, if the bill had been properly before us, we 





might have looked into as the Committee on Post-Offices and Post-Roads 

I find that there are appropriated in this bill: 

For pay of agent and assistants to distribute stamps, and expenses of the 
agency, $8,100 

That is for the distribution of stamps alone. Then there is a further 
provision: 


For pay of agents and assistants, to distribute stamped envelopes, newspaper 
wrappers, and letter-sheets, and expenses of agency, $16,000, 

There is a still further provision 

For pay of agent and assistants to distribute postal cards, and expenses of 
agency, $7,300. 

Three different agencies established for the distribution of postal 
stamps, postal envelopes, and postal cards, at an expense of about 
$33,000. In my judgment the whole of that matter should be attended 


| to at one agency at one-third of the expense that is here appropriated 
| We ought not to make these appropriations unless there is some neces 


| but one agent, 


sity for these three separate agencies. The country is large, | am aware 


with assistants to distribute all these things, ought to 


| be sufficient, without having so much machinery in the administration 





of the Postal Department. IT suppose the Appropriations Committe 
has given proper consideration to this question, but as we had not this 
bill before the Post-Otlice Committee [am compelled to call upon the 
Appropriations Committee tor information in reference to these items 

The PRESIDENT pre tempore The hour of 1 o'clock 

Mr. MORRILL. I call tor the regular order 

The PRESIDENT pro len pore The Chair lays betore the Senate the 
unfinished business, which is the revenue bill 

Mr. PLUMB. IL hope the Senate will proceed to the consideration of 
this appropriation bill. 1 think we shall be able to get through with it 


has arrived 


shortly. The other amendments are merely formal 
Mr. ALLISON The debate is ended on this amendment. 
Mr. PLU MB. i think so 
Mr. MORRILL. It we can have a vote without further debate I 


shall not object. otherwise I shall insist on the regular order 

Several SENATORS. Vote! Vote! 

Mr. LAPHAM. I have an amendment to offer before this clause is 
acted upon. 

Mr. ALLISON. There is no objection to the amendment being re- 
ceived, if it is in order. 








— 
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The PRESIDENT pro tempore. 
send up his amendment. 

Mr. PLUMB. The question is on the adoption of the amendment of 
the committee, I understand, and the amendment of the Senator from 
New York will come in at a later period Ithink. I take it the amend- 
ment of theSenator from New York is not an amendment to the amend- 
ment of the committee. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. 

Mr. LAPHAM. 
it is. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore, The amendment suggested by the 
Senator from New York will be read. 
The ACTING SECRETARY. After line 112 it is proposed to insert: 

That on and after the date aforesaid, on all field, garden, and flower seeds 
produced inthe United States and Territories, distributed th h the mails, the 
postage shall be one-half cent for each ounce or fraction the thereof, i instead of one 
cent as now provided by law. 

Mr. PLUMB. I make the point of order on that. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The amendment is not in order, be- 
ing legislation. 

Mr. LAPHAM. I desire to be heard on that question. 

Mr. INGALLS. Debate isonly in order upon an appeal. Questions 
of order must be decided without debate. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. In the opinion of the Chair the 
amendment is legislation, and no legislation is proper on an appropri- 
ation bill. 

Mr. LAPHAM. This whole clause is legislation. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. Of course it is legislation, but it 
comes from the House of Representatives. 

Mr. LAPHAM. Thecommittee have offered an amendment to that 
clause. 

Mr. MILLER, of New York. Under Rule 29 must not this question 
be submitted to the Senate for its decision as to whether the amend- 
ment can be admitted? 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. 
to the Senate. 

Mr. MILLER, of New York. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. 

Mr. LAPHAM. 

Mr. ALLISON. 
is not in order. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. 
lor. 

Mr. INGALLS.  Itis not a question of relevancy. 

The Acting Secretary read Rule 29, as follows : 

29. Noamendment which proposes general legislation shall be received to any 
general appropriation bill; nor shall any amendment not germane or relevant 
to the subject-matter contained in the bill be received ; nor shallany amendment 
to any item or clause of such bill be received which does not directly relate 
thereto; and all questions of relevancy of amendments under this rule, when 
raised, shall be submitted to the Senate and be decided without debate ; and any 
amendment to a general appropriation bill may be laid on the table without 
prejudice to the bill 

Mr. LAPHAM. ‘This question is one of too much importance to be 
hastily disposed of, and I suggest that the bill stand over until to-mor- 
row. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The Senator from New York objects 
to the further consideration of the bill now. 

Mr. MORRILL. Regular order. 

Mr. PLUMB. I move to lay aside the unfinished business until to- 
morrow in order to continue and complete the consideration of the Post- 
Office appropriation bill. 

Mr. MORRILL. I trust that will not be done. I do not wish to 
consume time in discussing the propriety of such a motion as that. 

Mr. PLUMB. I think we ean dispose of the Post-Office appropriation 
bill now within a very short period of time. If it goes over until to- 
morrow we shall have the same debate probably and shall make less 
progress, 

Mr. MORRILL. I think the whole day will be consumed with the 
bill, and I therefore object to its continuance. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The Senator from Kansas moves to 
postpone the regular order with a view to continuing the Post-Office 
appropriation bill. 

Mr. ALLISON. I think if the Senator from Vermont will waive the 
regular order for a few minutes, this bill can be finished pretty soon. 

Mr. HOAR. Give twenty minutes. 

Mr. MORRILL. I would have no objection if it could be accom- 
plished within fifteen or twenty minutes, but I have no idea anythi 
of that sort will take place. This is a question that is open to debate 
for a long period. : 

Mr. CAMERON, of Wisconsin. I hope this bill will be completed 
to-day. Idonot think that it ought to occupy the entire morning hour 
tor every day; und, as has been suggested by the Senator from Kansas, 
if it be not completed to-day the probability is that the whole discus- 
sion substantially will be gone over again to-morrow as it has been gone 
over day after day for three days. 

Mr. BECK. 1 desire to say only a word if I may be allowed. Twas 
a member of the sub-committee that reported this bill, and agreed tothe 


The Senator from New York will 


The Chair does not know. 
I present it that the Senate may understand what 


The Chair can submit the question 


I should like to have the rule read. 
The rule will be read. 

It is a very important question. 

The Chair has already decided that thisamendment 


But the reading of the rule is asked 








1st day of July, 1883, instead of the Ist day of January, 1884, as the 
time when the reduction of postage should take place, mainly because 
if the bill was passed promptly all matters relating to stamps could 
be accommodated in five months, and the sooner we do it the better. 
I think we can pass the bill now agood deal quicker than wecan by start- 
ing at it again ona new day; and if we are going to make the reduction 
apply on the Ist of July we ought to give the Post-Office Department as 
long a time as we possibly can to arrange for the altered condition of 
things. We mayas well do it now as at any other time. 

Mr. SHERMAN. That practically displaces the pending order not 
only to-day, but for all time, Ithink. That is notaccording to the un- 


derstanding of the Senate. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. It displaces it for to-day. 

Mr. INGALLS. A majority can take it up at any time to-day: 

Mr. SHERMAN. It may displace it to-morrow, because the appro- 
priation bill may not be disposed of to-day. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. But the regular order comes up to- 
morrow anyhow. 

Mr. LAPHAM. 
tion. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The Chair informs the Senator from 
New York that his amendment is clearly general legislation. There 
can be no question about it. 

Mr. LAPHAM. Must not the question of relevancy be submitted to 
the Senate? 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. It is not decided on the point of rele- 
vancy at all; it is decided on the point that it is general legislation. If 
there was a question of relevancy the case would be different. 

Mr. LAPEAM. It isan amendment toa provision in the bill which 
is itself general legislation. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The Chair is perfectly aware of 
that. 

Mr. LAPHAM. The Committee on Appropriations of the Senate 
have offered an amendment to it. Can not I offer another amendment 
to it? 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. Not under the rule. 

Mr. SHERMAN. That is a good reason for voting against it. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The amendment does not come from 
a standing or select committee. There isa way of presenting an amend- 
ment by having it come from a committee. This is general legislation, 
and is not in order until the Senate changes its rules. It is saying that 
hereafter upon flower seed the postage shal] be half a cent an ounce 
instead of what it is now. That is changing the law, whieh is general 
legislation. 

Mr. LAPHAM. Then I hope the objection to the amendment will 
be waived and let it be fairly considered on its merits. Itisa very im 
portant matter to the people of the State of New York. 

Mr. PLUMB. If the Senator wants to use his amendment for the 
purpose of making a speech—— 

Mr. LAPHAM. Ido not want to make a speech, but simply to sub- 
mit a letter from one of the largest seed-growers in my State, who con- 
tributed more than $5,000 to the relief of the sufferers by the destruc- 
tion occasioned by the overflow of the Mississippi River last year, a 
public-spirited man, a man of fortune; but he is one of thousands who 
are engaged in this business and who absolutely need this protection in 
the distribution of seeds; and they can not see any reason why when 
the Government is sending seeds free all over the country every year 
they should be compelled to pay the rate of postage which they are now 
paying. They ask for a reduction of one-half. I hope it may be as- 
sented to. It isa large industry. It is in accordance with the theory 
of the Government that these seeds which are distributed for the gen- 
eral benefit of agriculture shall go as nearly free as possible through the 
mails. 

Mr. PLUMB. Well, Mr. President, the answer to that, it seems to 
me, isthis: The bill before us is an appropriation bill. The committee 
has not gone in fora general recasting of the entire postal service. The 
measure the Senator speaks of ought to go to the Post-Office Committee. 
I can say to him that if the Committee on Appropriations had not found 
on this bill already a proposition for 2-cent postage they would not 
have undertaken to introduce it; but they were compelled by the fact 
of its being on the bill and the bill being referred to them to consider 
it, and that is all. Now, if we open the door in regard to this amend- 
ment, backed as it is by a gentleman who is so liberal with his money 
and who is so wealthy, it may open the door to the consideration of all 
the interests affected by the general transmission of mail matter, and 
thus we may get into a debate which will be interminable, and prevent 

our di of this bill at all. 

Mr. LAPHAM. I do not think any such consequence as that is to 
follow. 

Mr. MORRILL. Regular order. 

Meare he, elle ‘Did the Senator from Kansas move 


” itr PL LUME. Yes, sir, ES 

The PRESIDENT pro It is moved to postpone the regular 
order with a view to continue the consideration of the Post-Office ap- 
propriation bill. 


I only want my amendment to have fair considera- 
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Mr. MORRILL. I ask for the yeas and nays. 
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A bill (H. R. 4982) granting pensions to Frederick Nelson, T. Caine, 





The yeas and nays were ordered, and the Principal Legislative Clerk | and Henry C. Sanders. 


Pp to call the roll. 

Mr. HARRIS (when his name was called). During my absence I 
was paired with the Senator from Kansas [Mr. INGALLs]. He trans- 
ferred the pair, as I am informed, to the Senator from Michigan [Mr. 
FERRY]. The Senator from Michigan [Mr. FERRY] being still absent, 
I shall observe the pair and withhold my vote. While on the floor I 
desire to say that my colleague [Mr. JACKSON] is absent under the 
order of the Senate. He is paired with some Senator, but I do not 
remember who. 

Mr. VANCE (when Mr. RANsom’s name wascalled). My colleague 
{Mr. Ransom] is paired with the Senator from Wisconsin [Mr. Saw- 
YER]. He is absent from his seat in attendance upon the remains of a 
deceased Representative of the other House. 

The rollycall was concluded. 

Mr. FRYE (atter having voted in the negative). I voted ‘‘nay.”’ I 
had forgotten that I was paired with the Senator from Tennessee [ Mr. 
JACKSON], who has gone to North Carolina. I withdraw my vote. 

Mr. JOHNSTON (after having voted in the affirmative). I withdraw 
my vote. I am paired with the Senator from Pennsylvania [Mr. 
MITCHELL], and this.vote is said to come under the pair; so I withdraw 


it. 
Mr. ALLISON. I donot know why this comes under any rule about 
i Iam paired with the Senator trom Delaware [Mr. BAYARD]. 
Mr. JOHNSTON. Ido not know myself; bat I am so informed, and 
I prefer therefore to withdraw my vote. 
Mr. ROLLINS. The Senator from Nebraska [Mr. SAUNDERS] is 
paired with the Senator from Florida [Mr. Jongs]. 
The result was announced—yeas 28, nays 28; as follows. 


YEAS— 28. 





Allison, 


Cameron of Wis., Hampton, Pugh, 
Barrow, Cockrell, Ingalls, Saulsbury, 
> Coke, Lamar, Slater, 
Brown, Farley, Maxey, Vance, 
Butler, Garland, Morgan, Vest, 
Call, George, Pendleton, Walker, 
den, Grover, lumb, Williams. 
NAYS—28. 
Anthony, Edmunds, Hoar, Morrill, 

r, Gorman, Jones of Nevada, Platt, 
Cameron of Pa., Groome, Lapham, Rollins, 
Chilcott, le, Logan, Sewell, 
Conger, Harrison, MeMillan, Sherman, 
Davis of IL, Hawley, Miller of Cal., Van Wyck, 
Dawes, Hill, Miller of N. Y., Windom. 

ABSENT—20. 
Aldrich, Frye, Jones of Florida, Mitchell, 
Bayard, Harris, Kellogg, Ransom, 
Davisof W.Va., Jackson, MeDill, Saunders, 
Fair, Johnston, McPherson, Sawyer, 
Ferry, Jonas, Mahone, Voorhees 


So the motion to postpone was not agreed to. 
MESSAGE FROM THE HOUSE. 

A message from the House of Representatives, by Mr. MCPHERSON, 
its Clerk, announced that the House had passed the following bills; in 
which it requested the concurrence of the Senate: 

A bill (H. R. 6501) granting a pension to Patrick Horan; and 

A bill (H. R. 4982) granting pensions to Frederick Nelson, T. Caine, 
and Henry C. Sanders.. 

REGENT OF SMITHSONIAN INSTITUTION. 


The PRESIDENT pro tempore laid before the Senate the following 
communication: 





SENATE CHAMBER, January 19, 1883. 


Sir : I desire to inform you that I have resigned the office of Regent of the Smith- 
sonian Institution. 


Iam, very respectfully, yours, 
Hox. Davip Davis, President of the Senate. 
The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The Chair, in pursuance of the stat- 


ute, appoints the Senator from Vermont [Mr. EpMuNDs] in place of 
Mr. Hoar. 


GEORGE F. HOAR. 


ROBERT STODART WYLD. 


The PRESIDENT pro tempore laid before the Senate the following | 
message from the President of the United States; which was ordered to | 
lie on the table and be printed. 
To the Senate of the United States: 

T have carefully considered the provisions of Senate bill No. 561, entitled “An 
act for the relief of Robert Stodart Wyld.” 

I am of the opinion that the general statute is sufficiently liberal to provide re- | 
lief in all proper cases of destroyed United States bonds, and I believe that the | 
act above referred to constitutes an evil precedent. | 

It is not, however, so objectionable as to call for my formal disapproval, and I 
have allowed it to become a law under the constitutional provision, contenting 
myself with communicating to the Senate, in which the bill originated, my dis- 
approval of special legislation of this character. 


EXEcuTIvVE MANSION, January 19, 1883. 
HOUSE BILLS REFERRED. 


The following bills from the House of Representatives were severally 
read twice by their titles, and referred to the Committee on Pensions: 


CHESTER A. ARTHUR, 





A bill (H. R. 6501) granting a pension to Patrick Horan; and 


EXECUTIVE COMMUNICATIONS 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore laid before the Senate the fol owing 
message from the President of the United States; which was referred to 
the Committee on Appropriations, and ordered to be printed: 
To the Senate and House of Representatives 

I transmit herewith for the consideration of Congress a communication from 
the Secretary of War, dated the 17th instant, inclosing copies of letters respect 
a from the Chief of Engineers and Colonel A. F 
public buildings and grounds in this city, 
ate appropriation of $1,000, for removing 
ments in and around the various publi 
the remainder of the present fiscal year 


Rockwell, in charge ot 
urging the importance of an immedi 
snow and ice from the walksand pave 
reservations under his control during 
CHESTER A. ARTHUR. 
EXECUTIVE MANSION, January 19, L883. 
The PRESIDENT pro tempore laid betore the Senate the tollowing 
message from the President of the United States; which was referred 
to the Committee on Military Affairs, and ordered to be printed: 
To the Senate and House of Representatives 
I transmit herewith for the consideration of Congress a communication from 
the Secretary of War, dated the 18th instant, inclosing an extract copy of the re 
port of the Adjutant-General respecting the military reservation of Fort Cam 
eron, Utah Territory, and recommending that authority be granted during the 
resent session of Congress for the disposal of said reservation, it being no 
onger needed for military purposes. 
CHESTER A. ARTHUR 
EXECUTIVE MANSION, January 19, 1883. 
The PRESIDENT pro tempore laid betore the Senate the following 
message from the President of the United States; which was referred 
to the Committee on Military Affairs, and ordered to be printed: 
To the Senate and House of Representatives 
I transmit herewith, for the consideration of Congress, a communication from 
the Secretary of War, dated the 17th instant, inclosing, with other papers upou 
the subject, a petition of Thomas Mulvehill, of Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania, pray 
ing for the repossession of certain shore land at Pittsburgh erroneously conveyed 
by him to the United States 
CHESTER A. ARTHUR. 
EXECUTIVE MANSION, January 19, 1885. 
The PRESIDENT pro tempore laid betore the Senate the following 


message from the President of the United States; which was referred to 


| the Committee on Indian Affairs, and ordered to be printed: 
| To the Senate and House of Representatives 


I transmit herewith a communication from the Secretary of the Interior, with 
a draft of a bill and accompanying papers, to accept and ratify an agreement 
with the confederated tribes of Flathead, Kootenay, and Upper Pend d Oreilles In 
dians for the sale of a portion of their reservation in the Territory of Montans 
required for the Northern Pacilic Railroad, and to make the necessary appropr 
ation for carrying the same into effect. 

The subject is presented for the consideration of the Congress 

CHESTER A. ARTHUR 
EXECUTIVE MANSION, January 19, 1883 


INTERNAL-REVENUE AND TARIFF DUTLES 

The Senate, as in Committee of the Whole, resumed the consideration 
of the bill (HH. R. taxation 

Mr. ALLISON. [trust the Senator from Vermont to-morrow will eall 
up this tariff bill immediately after the morning business and proceed 
with it, and then we shall have time to take care of appropriation bills 
For one [ shall insist on night sessions next week to'take care of appro 
priation bills unless we can get this tariff bill out of the way. 

Mr. HOAR. I trust the Senator will not ask the Senate or insist on 
destroying the morning how It does seem to me that when othe: 
committees of the Senate or other Senators have been charged with the 
duty of presenting important measures they are entitled to consider: 


~ << 
Dos} 


to reduce internal-revenue 


| tion, and the two great committees, utterly regardless of any interest 
| except the bills they have in charge, ought not to crowd out all othe: 


business. They are interested in the general public business and thes 


| ought not to use their power to choke off other important measure 


I voted against displacing the tariff bill, meaning to stand by the Com 
mittee on Finance: but the time trom 1 o'clock till night is abundan 


| and ample to deal with this question if we are going to deal with it a 


all this Congress. 
can not consent to. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore 
read. 

The ACTING SECRETARY 
beginning in line 441 
for’’ 

Mr. SEWELL. Was not that ineluded in 
Senator from New York [Mr. MILLer| acted on 

The Acting Secretary read the clause 
ending with line 44, as follows 


If filled, and not otherwise in this act provided for 
elusive of contents, 30 per cent 


tents. 
Mr. SEWELL. 
in the RECORD is: 
Mr. MILLER, of New York. Limoveto amend, in lines 440, 442, and 443, by strik- 
ing out the words “30 per cent. ad valorem” and inserting “1, cents per pound 
That covers both those points. 
The PRESIDENT protempore. The Senate adopted one of the amend 
ments, in line 441, and then the proceedings of the House in relation to 


rhe attempt to crowd out every other measure | 
Phe pending amendment will tn. 


The pending amendment is to the clause 
If tilled, and not otherwise in this act provided 





ment of the 
vest rly 4 


line 441 


the amend 


beginning with and 


said articles shall pay, ex 


ad valorem in uddition to the duty on the con- 


The motion of the Senator from New York as stated 
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the death of one of its members were read and we did not reach the sec- 
ond clause of this paragraph. 

Mr. SHERMAN. 1 understood the amendment to apply to each 
place in the paragraph where the words ‘‘30 per cent. ad valorem’”’ 
oceur. 

Mr. SEWELL. The motion applied to the 30 per cent. in all cases. 

Mr. SHERMAN. No division was called for. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The question will be now on strik- 
ing out ‘‘30 per cent. ad valorem,’’ in lines 442 and 443, and inserting 
‘+14 cents per pound.”’ 

Mr. MORRILL, I must move the amendment I p , in rela- 
tion tothe other line, of 1 cent per pound, instead of 1} cents. I wish 
to say that I understand these bottles cost less than a cent apiece, and 
1 cent would be a very high duty upon them. Some of them weigh a 
pound ; a quart bottle will weigh a pound and a half; and 1 cent a 
pound is all that is necessary even to content the manufacturers. I do 
not think we ought to place so high a rate of Cuty as 1} cents a pound 
on these articles. I therefore insist upon the amendment I proposed 
yesterday of 1 cent. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. 
voted on yesterday. 

Mr. MORRILL. I move itnow to the clause now pending to strike 
out the 30 per cent. ad valorem where it last occurs in the clause. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The Senator from Vermont moves 
to amend the amendments by making the rate 1 cent per pound. 

Mr. MILLER, of New York. I thought this was disposed of yester- 


day. 
The Chair has explained 


The amendment of the Senator was 


The PRESIDENT pro tempore. No, sir. 
that the last clause of this paragraph was not voted on yesterday. In 
consequence of the message from the House, the proceedings were in- 
terrupted; but the first amendment of the Senator from New York was 
adopted. 

Mr. MILLER, of New York. 
140 was concerned, was adopted? 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. 
ing part was not acted on. 

Mr. LOGAN. The amendment adopted applied to empty bottles, and 
this now is as to filled bottles. 

Mr. BECK. I wish to ask the Senator from New York how we are 
to ascertain the weight of the bottle with the contents in it? 
tles come in filled, of course we can not ascertain until they are emp- 
tied what is the weight of the bottles. 

Mr. MORRILL. There is no difficulty about that at all. A single 
sample will be tested by the appraisers and thereafter serve as a rule. 

Mr. VANCE. Estimated! 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The question is on the amendment 
of the Senator from Vermont [Mr. MORRILL] to the amendment of the 
Senator from New York [Mr. MILLER]. 

Mr. BECK. I desire to know what it is really. 
able to catch it, 

The ACTING SECRETARY. In line 442, after the word ‘‘contents,’’ 
it is moved to strike out ‘‘30 per cent. ad valorem’’ and insert ‘‘1 cent 
per pound.’’ 

Mr. BECK. Is that an amendment to the amendment of the Sena- 
tor from New York? 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. It is. 

Mr. MORRILL. The amendment of the Senator from New York is 
to fix the duty at 1) cents a pound, and I propose to put it at 1 cent. 

Mr. FRYE. The amendment of the Senator from New York would 
make the duty about 125 per cent. ad valorem, and the Senator from 
Vermont would make it about 80 per cent. ad valorem. Iam a pretty 
good protectionist myself, and am so regarded, but it strikes me that 
both of those amendments give altogether too much, and especially on 
the bottles that come in filled, for instance, with apollinaris water. We 
admit the water free of duty, and then propose to put a duty on the 
hottles of 80 per cent. The bottle must inevitably be purchased abroad, 
and when it is emptied here it is sold as old junk. Iam in favor of 
the 30 per cent, ad valorem in the bill rather than either of these amend- 
ments. 

Mr. MORRILL. The Senator from Maine is somewhat mistaken. 
Under the ruling of the Department 30 per cent. is now imposed upon 
bottles that are filled; but under the decisions of the court where 
articles come in free, like apollinaris water, the bottles also come in free. 
It is proposed by our bill that the natural mineral waters are to come 
in free, and therefore unless some amendment shall hereafter be adopted 
those bottles will not be subject to any duty. I would say, however, 
that some of these bottles are worth a great deal more than the Sena- 
tor from Maine asserts. I admit thatthe black junk bottles come in at 
a very low rate, but there are some of them which are of a very much 
better quality, and are worth perhaps 25 or 30 percent. more than what 
the Senator from Maine intimates. One cent a pound will be ample 
protection, and yield ample revenue. 

Mr. FRYE. TheSenator I think misunderstood me. I understood 
what the ruling of the Department had been. I was favoring the report 
of the committee which made the duty 30 per cent. ad valorem. 


My amendment, then, so far as line 


That was adopted, but the remain- 


I have not yet been 


If bot- | 





Mr. MORRILL. I think it had better be specific for the reason that 
there are so many descriptions of these bottles and they come in in such 
a miscellaneous heap that it is very difficult to ascertain their value, 
and it is reported that none of them aresent here except to be delivered 
on this side, without any proper invoice abroad as to their value or the 
testimony of the consuls, or anything of that kind. 

Mr. FRYE. I yield my judgment to the Senator. 

Mr. BECK. It was announced yesterday that we received little or 
no revenue from bottles, because they had no fixed value. I understand 
the Senator from North Carolina [Mr. VANCE] stated the facts yester- 
day, which are that we received last year from bottles, empty and filled, 
$178,189 of revenue. There must be, therefore, considerable value at- 
tached to them or they would not bring nearly $180,000 of revenue; and 
the valuation of the bottles themselves indicates that 30 or 35 per cent. 
ad valorem is about the existing rate. 

I shall vote for the amendment of the Senator from Vegmont [Mr. 
MORRILL], because 80 per cent. is better than 120 or 130; but it does 
seem to me that we are fishing in very shallow water when we are hunt- 
ing up old empty bottles as a proper subject of taxation. I am sorry 
to see a Senator from a great State like New York seeking to tax spring- 
water, and then somebody else seeking to put 100 per cent. on an empty 
bottle in order to raise money. There was aSenator from that State on 
this floor once who, I believe, would not have moved to tax running 
springs or empty bottles, and I am sorry it is attempted to be done now. 
The amendment of the Senator from Vermont is a modification of the 
proposition accepted yesterday, and therefore I prefer it. 

The members of the Committee on Finance, first one and then an- 
other, have taken great pleasure, as the debates well show, to indicate 
that I at times vote against the recommendations of the committee, and 
the Senator from Ohio [Mr. SHERMAN] stated more than once that 
there was no hope for this bill if the recommendations of the commit- 
tee were not sustained by members of the committee, I was several 
times in the debate called to task about it by the Senator from Ver- 
mont and the Senator from Ohio; and yet on this article a recommenda- 
tion was made 

Mr. MORRILL. I wish to remark that the Senator is in error in 
saying that I have called any member of the committee to account for 
not voting with the committee. 

Mr. BECK. Perhapsso, but the Senator from Ohio has very distinctly 
done so once or twice. When a proposition was made to increase the 
| rate of duty on these articles from what the committee have recom- 
| mended, 30 per cent. ad valorem to 130 per cent. ad valorem, or 14 cents 
a pound, I find on the call of the yeas and nays that the Senator from 
Ohio voted against the recommendation of the committee of 30 per cent. , 
and the Senator from Rhode Island [Mr. ALDRICH] and others did the 
same. In short not one member of the committee who was present— 
some were absent, I admit—is recorded as voting to stand by the action 
of the committee on this particular thing, except myself. I want tosay, 
therefore, that I did for once vote to sustain the recommendation of the 
committee, against all the others who voted. 

Mr: SHERMAN. That is the first time. 

Mr. BECK. If it is about the first time I hope Senators will recol- 
lect as well that the recommendations of the committee have been dis- 
regarded and a higher rate of duty imposed, and the committee do it 
by their vote. 

I do think this is a very small matter, and I am sorry the Senator 
from New York should insist upon placing such a high rate of duty 
either upon water or bottles, whether filled or empty. 

Mr. INGALLS. Is it the design of the committee to impose a tax 
upon the bottles that contain waters which are admitted free of duty? 

Mr. MORRILL. No, sir. Under the present law they would come 
in free. 

Mr. INGALLS. Then is it the design of the committee to change 
that law so that the container of a free product shall pay a duty? 

Mr. MORRILL. The committee never have acted upon that subject. 
I do not know what their purpose may be. 

Mr. INGALLS. I do not understand the language exactly here, un- 
less that is the design of the committee. 

If filled— 

That is the bottles, if filled— 
and not otherwise in this act provided for, said articles— 


That is the bottles— 
shall a of contents, 30 per cent. ad valorem in addition to the duty 
on the contents. 

If there is no duty on the contents, according to the of this 
clause, the bottles come in free. I understood that the wish of the 
committee was to have the bottles pay a duty. 

Mr. MORRILL. It is the purpose of the committee to have all the 
bottles taxed where the contents are now taxed in the tariff. 

Mr. INGALLS. But not otherwise? 

* Mr. MORRILL. No. 

Mr. MILLER, of New York. The Senator from Kentucky [Mr. Beck ] 
has undertaken to tell the Senate whatsome ecessor of mine would 
or would not have done on this question, he has denominated this 
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as a matter of small consequence. Yesterday, when I proposed my 
amendment, I made a mistake in the linesand originally proposed it in 
line 442, but I discovered my mistake and transferred it to line 440, so 
as to change the duty of 30 per cent. upon manufactured glass bottles 
in that clause, and not in the second clause of this paragraph. Now I 
desire to say once and for all inregard tothis debate what my position is 
upon thetariff and upon any reduction of the tariff or any increase of it. 
I am in favor of such a tariff upon every article whichcan be properly 
produced in this country as will enable that industry to live and thrive 
and to pay the present high rateof wages, and any proposition from the 
Finance Committee or any propositon which may be made here in this 
Senate to soreduce duties as that the result willof necessity be to reduce 
the wages of the laboring man I am opposed to; and, as a representative 


of the State of New York, I know I am most thoroughly indorsed by | 


the majority of my constituents. 
This matter of the manufacture of glass bottles has been termed here 
a small matter, employing only a few laborers throughout the country, 


and as being altogether too smal! a business tor the Senate to look at. 
Mr. President, itis the small manufacturing industries of this country | 


that do need looking after. The great industries, such as the iron in- 
dustry and the cotton industry and the wool industry, have their great 
national organizations, and they are able to impress upon Congress their 
ideas as to what should be done in regard to those great industries. But 
New York is filled with small industries. The last census shows us 
that the city of New York is the largest manufacturing city in America, 
and there is not within the bounds of that city a single cotton-mill or 
a single woolen-mill or any blast-furnace or any rolling-mill whatever. 
The industries of New York city are small comparatively, but they em- 
ploy more than a quarter of a million of people directly in the city of 
New York, and there is more than one-half of the population of that 
great city depending every day upon the wages paid in the small man 
ufactories in that city. And so there is scattered throughout the whole 
length and breadth of the land small industries like the glass industry 
and a hundred others which might be mentioned. ‘Taken by them- 
selves and singly they aresmall, and as the Senator from Kentucky has 
said perhaps unimportant, but when we take them as a mass in their 
whole bearings they are as important as the iron industry or the cotton 
industry or the wool industry. 


Now, sir, if a duty shall be placed upon glass which will continue to | 


close and shall finally close the glass-furnaces in this country, what 
will be the result? Eight thousand people will be thrown out of em- 
ployment; from twenty to thirty thousand people will be deprived of 
a livelihood; these laboring men will press upon the other trades and 
professions; and then if this body shall go on «nd do as it did in the 
case of aniline colors, where it reduced the duty more than 50 per cent. 
and placed on it a rate of duty which will undoubtedly destroy that 
industry, another body of men will be turned loose: wud so we may go 
on from one small industry to another until we shall have turned out 
of employment in this country one-half of all the laboring men, and 
then I think it will be no small question to consider. 

Mr. President, I stand here to-day to represent the sma!! industries. 
The large industries are able to take care of themselves, and they are 
ably represented in this Capitol to-day. This is one of the industries 
which is in a drooping condition. As I showed yesterday 15 per cent. 


of all the glass-furnaces in this country have gone out of operation during | 


the last eighteen months. I think it is no small matter that an indus- 
try which employs or gives employment to 8,000 men shall be cared 
for by this body. 


The rate of duty which I have asked for here is simply the rate which | 
was provided for and recommended by the Tariff Commission; and, sir, | 


I repeat that no matter what the recommendations of the commission 
might be, no matter what the recommendations of the Finance Com- 
mittee, might be, if I understood that they proposed a rate of duty which 
in my judgment threatened destruction to any manufacturing interest 


of this country, which would close their works and would turn out the | 


laboring men, or compel them to accept a lower rate of wages than they 
now have, I would oppose it by my vote and by my influence on this 
floor; and in doing so I beg to say to the Senator from Kentucky that 
I represent the views of a majority of the people of the State of New 
York. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The question is on the amendment 


of the Senator from Vermont [Mr. MORRILL] to the amendment of the | 


Senator from New York [Mr. MILLER]. 

The amendment to the amendment was agreed to. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The question now is on the amend- 
ment as amended. 

Mr. INGALLS. Now the question comes between 1 cent a pound 
and 30 per cent. ad valorem. 

Mr. WILLIAMS. I understand that the Senator from New York 
offered an amendment to make the duty specific at 1 and 1) cents a 
pound in lieu of the ad valorem tax fixed in the bill. The Senator 
from Vermont moves to amend the amendment by inserting ‘‘1 cent”’ 
instead of 1} cents. I voted for the amendment of the Senator from 
Vermont to the amendment of the Senator from New York, but now 
when the vote comes up on the amendment to the report of the eom- 
mittee, I shall vote it. 


| The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The question is on the amendment 


as amended. 

Mr. COKE called for the yeas and nays 

The yeas and nays were ordered, and the Principal Legislative Clerk 
proceeded to call the roll. 

Mr. FRYE (when his name was called). On this question I am 
paired with the Senator from Tennessee [| Mr. JACKSON }. 

Mr. HARRIS (when his name was called). I am paired with the 
Senator from Michigan [Mr. Ferry]. I should vote ‘Spay’ if the 
Senator trom Michigan were present 

Mr. JOHNSTON (when his name was called). My pair with the 
Senator from Pennsylvania [Mr. Mircneni.] has been transferred to 
the Senator from Oregon (Mr. GRovER]. I vote ‘‘nay.”’ 

Mr. JONAS (when his name was called On this question I am 
paired with the Senator from New Jersey {| Mr. MCPHERSON }. 

Mr. WALKER (when his name was called Lam paired with the 
Senator from Colorado |Mr. HiLi}. Otherwise I should vote ** nay.”’ 
The roll-call having been concluded, the result was announced 

yeas 26, nays 27; as follows 


YEAS—26. 
Aldrich, Chileott, Lapham Rollins 
Anthony, Conger, Logan, Sewell, 
Blair, Davis of I], Mahone, Sherman, 
Brown, Dawes, Miller of Cal Voorhees 
Camden, Ilale Miller of N. Y., Window 
Cameron of Pa., Harrison Morrill, 
Cameron of Wis., Kellogg *latt, 
NAYS—27. 
Allison, Gorman Jones of Nevada Saulsbury 
Barrow, Groome, Lamar Slater, 
Beck, Hampton, MeDill Vance 
| Butler, Hawley Maxey Van Wyck 
Call, Hoar Morgan, Vest, 
Cockrell, Ingalls Plumb, Willams 
Coke, Johnston, Pugh, 
A BSENT—23 
Bayard, Frye Jackson Pendleton 
Davis of W. Va., Garland, Jonas, Ransom, 


Edmunds, George Jones of Florida Saunders, 


Fair, Grover, MeMillan Sawyer 
Farley, Harris McPherson, Walker 
Ferry, Hill, Mitchell, 


So the amendment as amended was rejected 
The item from line 436 to line 444 as amended was avreed to 
The item from lines 441 to 450, inclusive, was read, as follows 





Flint and lime glass bottles and vials, and other plain, molded, or pressed flint 
or lime glass-ware, not specially enumerated or provided for in this act, 40 per 
cent. ad valorem; if filled, and not otherwise in this act provided for, said 
articles shall pay, exclusive of contents, 40 per cent. ad valorem in addition to 
| the duty on the contents 


Mr. MILLER, of New York. In lines 446 and 447 L move to strike 
out ‘40 per cent. ad valorem’) and insert **2 cents per pound.’’ This 
makes the proportional rate of duty about the same as that adopted 
yesterday in line 440, where upon common glass bottles the rate was 

fixed at 1! cents per pound. ‘This is a finer grade and much more ex 
| pensive in its manultacture, and IT see that the committee in its report 
put the first at 30 per cent. ad valorem and this at 40 per cent. ad valo 
rem. Now, in order to make the duty specific, and to correspond with 
the rate fixed yesterday on the other class, | make this motion to strike 
out ** 40 per cent. ad valorem”? and insert ** 2 cents per pound,” 

Mr. MORRILL. We are following in the bill the rate proposed by 
the Tariff Commission. Not having changed the last item, | hope we 
may not change this. ‘There is a ditlerence between 30 and 40 per cent 
and that I think will be sufficient. 
| Mr. SEWELL. I will state to the Senate that the object of this 
proposed change is to get aspecitic duty. It does not increase the rate 
of duty. The proposed specific duty does not amount to more than 40 
per cent. ad valorem on this class of ware. It is the fine ware used by 
draggists. It is solely for the purpose of safety in the invoicing on the 
other side that the manutacturers here desire a specific duty instead of 
|} an ad valorem. At present this ware is being brought in at very much 
less than it can be made for here, and very much less practically than 
it is made for on the other side. 

Mr. MILLER, of New York. If I understand the matter correctly 

and I think I do, the specific rate which I have proposed, 2 cents per 
| pound, is little if any more than 40 per cent. ad volorem upon the true 
| value of those goods, when imported. It seems to me that it is ap 
propriate that we should provide a specific duty here as we did in the 
other case, and it certainly will be in the interest of the revenue which 
80 many are anxious to look after and increase 

Mr. SHERMAN. My friend from Kentucky [Mr. BECK] seemed to 
think that while he might vote as he pleased without regard to the re 
portof the Tariff Commission or the action of the Committee on Finance, 
of which he is a member, I can not do it in a single case. He regards 
himself as at liberty to vote against the report of the committee of whic! 
he is a member, and even as to matters to which he had agreed in com 
mittee. Ido not think he is bound by the action of the committes 
| nor am 1; bat I have voted in regard to the duty on bottles as 1 have 
| done simply because the Tariff Commission propose on bottles of two 
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different classes a specific duty and notan ad valorem duty. It is true 
that on the very cheapest kind of bottles, such as are used for bottling 
heer, the rate proposed, 14 cents per pound, is a very large rate; but as 


to other bottles which are embraced in the same schedule, probably the | 


rate proposed is not higher than the ad valorem rate fixed by the com- 
inittee at BU per cent., there is such a wide range of vale. It seemed 


to me on the whole that as ordinary bottles brought in here empty can | 


he best classified by a specific duty, although there is quite a grade in 
their range of prices, so [ thought it was better to put a specific duty 
of 1) cents per pound on them. Then I was willing to vote for the prop- 
osition of the Senator from Vermont to put on a specific duty of 1 cent 
a pound. The matter is easily ascertained, and there will be no trouble 
about it. 1 think that is the best thing to do. 

So in respect to this class; this is a higher grade of bottles, more ex- 
pensive, so that no doubt a tax of 2 cents a pound would not be more 
than the equivalent of an ad valorem rate of 40 per cent. ; at least that 
is the statement made by the witnesses—and I think there is no con- 
tradiction of it—that about 2 cents a pound is equivalent to 40 per cent. 
ad valorem, It may be that on some of these bottles it would advance 
the rates, and on other classes of bottles it would reduce the rates. That 
is the unavoidable effect of a specific duty. 
the pound, must make a lower rate on articles of higher value. I think 
now the best way would be to put 1 cent a pound on that class of arti- 
cles and 14 cents a pound on the other class of bottles, and that would 
he about a fair adjustment of this matter. 

I shall vote accordingly for the proposition as recommended by the 
Tariff Commission. The Committee on Finance made it an ad valorem 
rate. In that respect | think the Committee on Finance were wrong, 
and I am ready to correct any errors which may be pointed out in their 
classification or in their rates. 

Mr. ALLISON. The duty on this class of goods is now an ad valo- 
ret 

Mr. SHERMAN. It is under the old law an ad valorem, and the re- 
sult has been that great frauds, or at least alleged frauds, have been 
committed. That is to say, bottles are brought over as ballast, dumped 
into the hold of the vessel without wrapping and brought in at a very 
low rate, consigned to agents in this country and sold then to the great 
manufacturers, probably brought in at one-half their cost; at any rate 
they are brought in at one-third what is said to be the domestic cost. 
I think probably there is an evasion of the law. It was to avoid that 
evasion that the Tariff Commission, who examined this question care- 
fully, reported in favor of a specific duty rather than an ad valorem 
duty, and I follow their recommendation. 

Mr. COCKRELL. I should like to ask the Senator from Ohio what 
is the difference between the 30 per cent. ad valorem, in line 436, on 
‘green and colored glass bottles, vials, demijohns, and carboys,’’ &c., 
and 14) cents per pound? 

Mr. SHERMAN. TI said before that on the cheapest form of these 
bottles [ have no doubt 1} cents a pound is a great increase, probably is 
equivalent to 100 per cent. on the cheaper quality, or what is called 
the beer-bottle; but there are bottles included in that classification that 
are probably worth 3, 4, or 44 cents. 

Mr. COCKRELL. Do you mean lime-glass bottles put at 40 per cent. 
ad valorem ? 

Mr. SHERMAN. Which line was the Senator referring to? 

Mr. COCKRELL. Line 436. There are two clauses here; one, be- 
ginning in line 436, providing that on ‘‘ green and colored glass bottles, 
vials,’’ &c., the duty shall be 30 per cent, ad valorem, and another, be- 
ginning in line 444, providing that on ‘‘ flint and lime-glass bottles and 
vials,’’ &e., a duty of 40 per cent. shall be imposed. 

Mr. SHERMAN. Onsome of those bottles a rate of 1} centsa pound 
would be equivaient probably to 100 per cent. That would be on the 
cheapest form of beer-bottles; but among the ‘‘ green and colored glass 
bottles, vials, demijohns, and carboys,’’ &e., there are quite a variety 
worth 4) or 5 cents a pound; and a duty of 30 per cent. ad valorem on 
some of those other bottles would probably be more than 1} cents a 
pound. The amendment proposed 1} cents a pound on the whole classi- 
fication, and the necessary effect of that is to make a higher rate in pro- 
portion to value. 

Mr. COCKRELL. That makes a very high rate on the cheap value 
and a much lower rate on beer-bottles. ; 

Mr. SHERMAN. That is the effect of all specific duties; but it was 
thought on the whole better to apply one specific rate, so as to avoid the 
possibility of fraud and secure certainty and cheapness in the adminis- 
tration of the customs law. 

Mr. COCKRELL. Forty per cent. is placed on “ flint and lime glass 
bottles.’ How much a pound would that be on that glass? 

Mr. SHERMAN. It is supposed that 40 per cent. is about equivalent 
to 2 cents a pound. It was not the intention of the Tariff Commission 
to raise the duty on these articles. 

Mr. COCKRELL. How much would 40 per cent. ad valorem amount 
to per pound ? 

Mr.SHERMAN. About 2cents on this second classification, I should 
say, from the information we have. 

Mr. COCKRELL. Then that would be much higher than the com- 
mission recommended. They recommended 1} cents a pound. 


A specific duty, being by | 


Mr.SHERMAN. No; they recommended 2 cents on the second class. 
Mr. COCKRELL. Excuse me, I see that the Senator is right in that 


respect. 

Mr. SHERMAN. Now, let me say again, to generalize this matter, 
that on earthen-ware glass-ware contained in this schedule the com- 
mission say that their purpose was to maintain the present rate of duty, 
enlarging the nominal rate on certain classes in order to cover the re- 
duction or throwing off of the cost of packages and transportation and 


| intermediate charges and reducing to a specific rate the present ad 


valorem duties on glass in its various forms. You will see that the old 
tariff provided 30 to 40 per cent. for these two classes of articles; and 
the commission proposed 14 cents a pound on one and 2 cents a pound 
on the other, their purpose being, so far as practicable, to maintain the 


| old rate of duty on these classes of goods without making any diminu- 


tion, making this industry an exception to the general bill, which re- 
duces duties, as they allege. 

Mr. WILLIAMS. I see that the committee have reported in all 
these various grades of bottles an ad valorem rate of duty. The Senate 
has just determined not to change one of these classifications upon the 


| amendment of the Senator from Vermont, and I think their recom- 





mendation of the various classes of glass on the ad valorem is sufficiently 
high in all conscience. I think the ad valorem mode of taxation is the 
natural and philosophical mode of collecting a tax, and as the commit- 
tee has recommended it, I prefer it to the amendment offered. I pre- 
fer it because it is an ad valorem tax, in the first place, and because I 
think it is high enough. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr. MILLER, of California, in the chair). 
The question is on the amendment of the Senator trom New York [ Mr. 
MILLER]. 

Mr. MILLER, of New York. I call for the yeas and nays. 

The yeas and nays were ordered, and the Principal Legislative Clerk 
proceeded to call the roll. 

Mr. CAMERON, of Wisconsin (when his name was called). On this 
amendment I am paired with the Senator from Iowa [Mr. ALLISON]. 
If he were present, I should vote ‘‘yea’’ and he would vote ‘‘ nay.’’ 

Mr. FRYE (when his name was called). I am paired with the Sena- 
tor'from Tennessee [Mr. JACKSON]. I announce at this time the pair 
for the day. 

Mr. HARRIS (when his name was called). I am paired with the Sena- 
tor from Michigan [Mr. FERRY]. I should vote “nay,’’ if he were here. 
I announce the pair for the day, and will not announce it again. I will 
also state that my colleague [Mr. JACKSON] is absent under the order 
of the Senate. 

Mr. JONAS (when his name wascalled). On this amendment I am 
paired with theSenator from New Jersey [Mr. MCPHERSON]. If he were 
here, I should vote ‘‘ nay. ’’ 

Mr. WALKER (when his name was called). I am paired with the 
Senator from Colorado [Mr. HLL]. If he were present, I should vote 
ae nay. ” . 

Mr. WILLIAMS (when his name was called). [am paired with the 
Senator from Illinois [Mr. DAvis] upon this amendment. 

The roll-call was concluded. 

Mr. BECK. I am requested by the Senator from Arkansas [Mr. 
GARLAND] to say that he is paired with the Senator from Vermont 
[Mr. EpMuNDs]. They are both necessarily absent. 

Mr. ROLLINS. The Senator from Kansas [Mr. INGALLS] is paired 
with the Senator from Missouri [Mr. VEst]. 

The result was announced—yeas 22, nays 24; as follows: 


YEAS—22. 


Blair, Plumb, 
Cameron of Pa., Hawley, Mebtitian, Rollins, 
yey ’ Jones of Nevada, Miller at Cal outa 
Daven, Kellogg, Miller of N. Y., 1 
. F latt, 
NAYS—2&. 
Barrow, » Lamar, , 
Beck, — MeDill, Bouisbury, 
Brown, Gorman, Maxey, Slater, 
Call, Hampton, Morea” Van Wyck, 
Coke, Johnston, 3 Voorhees. 
ABSENT—30. 

Aldrich, Davis of W. Va., Hill, Saunders, 
Allison, Edmunds, Is, Sawyer, 
a Ferry — ' Walker 
Camden, Frye, : Jones of Florida, Williams, 
Cameron of Wis., Garland, McPherson, Windom. 
Cockrell, Grover, 
Davis of T1., Harris, Ransom, 

So the amendment was rejected. 

The item was agreed to. 

The item from line 451 to line 454, inclusive, was read as follows : 

Articles of glass, ved, pain lored, stained, silvered, 
or —s including a or tooeinoalans plates, 45 per 


cent. ad valorem. 


Mr. PLATT. I think thatthe duty ought to be what the Tariff Com- 
mission recommended, 50 per cent. upon cut-glass and also upon Bohe- 
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mian glass in line 498, but I am very anxious to get on with this bill, 
and I think if I can have an opportunity of bringing the matter to the 
attention of the committee they will agree that the rate ought not to 
be reduced below what the Tariff Commission recommended. [| will 


| port of the Committee on Finance 


therefore reserve—I do not suppose I need to reserve or give notice— | 


but I will give notice that I shall move the amendment in the Senate. 
Mr. VANCE. I could not hear the amendment of the Senator from 
Connecticut. 


Mr. PLATT. Isaid I would make the motion to amend in the Senate. 


Mr. VANCE. This item, the article of cut-glass, &c., at the present | 
rate pays a duty of 40 per cent. This raises it to 45 per cent., and is | 


an increase of 12} per cent. I move to strike out “ forty-five’? and to 
insert ‘‘forty.’’ 

Mr. MORRILL. I desire merely to reiterate that the Committee on 
Finance reduced this 5 per cent. below what the TariffCommission recom- 
mended; and so far as charges and freight and other incidental expenses 
that are released upon this class of goods are concerned, they are actu- 
ally larger than on any other class of crockery or glass-ware; therefore, 
it would be a very serious blow to strike this down. 


Besides that, these | 


are all articles of luxury consumed by persons of wealth, being cut and | 


engraved glass. I trust, therefore, the amendment will not be adopted 
as proposed by the Senator from North Carolina. 

Mr. PLATT. If we are to have the sense of the Senate taken on this 
question, I may as well propose my amendment at this time. 

Mr. MORRILL. No, I would not. 

Mr. SHERMAN. I suggest to the Senator to withhold it. 

Mr. PLATT. On the whole, I will take the sense of the Senate on 
the amendment proposed by the Senator from North Carolina. I am 
sure we can show to the Finance Committee and to the Senate that this 
rate ought to be 50 per cent. ad valorem. I will reserve that amend- 


ment. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The question is on the amendment of 
the Senator from North Carolina[Mr. VANCE], to strike out ‘45 per 
cent.’’ and insert ‘‘40 per cent.’’ in lines 453 and 454. 

The amendment was rejected. 

The item was agreed to. 

The Principal Legistative Clerk read the next item. from line 455 to 
line 474, inclusive, as follows: 

Unpolished cylinder, crown, and common window-glass, not exceeding 10 by 
l5inches square, one cent and one-half per pound; above that, and not exceed- 
ing 16 by 24 inches square, 2 cents per pound; above that, and not exceeding 24 
by 30 inches square, 2} cents per pound; all above that, 3 cents per pound: Pro- 
vided, That unpolished cylinder, crown, and common window glasses, imported 
in boxes containing 50 square feet, as nearly as sizes will permit, now known 
and commercially designated as 50 feet of glass, single thick and weighing not 
to exceed 55 pounds of glass per box, shall be entered and computed as 50 pounds 
of glass only; and thatsaid kinds of class imported in boxes containing, as nearly 
as sizes will permit, 50 feet of glass, now known and commercially designated as 
0 feet of nm double thick and not exceeding 90 pounds in weight, shall be en- 
tered and computed as 80 pounds of glass only; but in all other cases the duty 
shall be computed according to the actual weight of glass. 


Mr. VANCE. =I desire to call the attention of the Senate to some mat- 
ters connected with the charges upon glass, and toadiscrimination made 
against common window-glass by the table, that I do not understand, 
and I desire information in regard to. 

It will be seen that the various kindsof common window-glass enuin- 
erated, from 10 by 15 inches and upward to 24 by 30 inches, and above 
that, is taxed aduty ranging from 59.72 to 84.78 per cent. That article 


is in common use by everybody, rich and poor, according to the size of 
the glass; and it will be seen that cast polished plate-glass, silvered, of 


the same sizes, not exceeding 10 by 15 inches, is taxed but 17.43 per 
cent.; above that, and not exceeding 15 by 24 inches, 23.69 per cent; 
above that, and not exceeding 24 by 30 inches, 35.34 per cent; above 
that, and not exceeding 24 by 60 inches, 84.8 per cent. 

The unsilvered glass of the same character and dimensions runs 16.03 
per cent., 15.19 per cent., 21.46 per cent., and so on. 

Why it is that the common article in use by the great masses of the 
community, the plain, unfinished window-glass, should be taxed almost 
three times as much as the higher qualities, the silvered and unsilvered 
plate-glass, is something that I should like to be informed upon. I 
should like to know the reason for that discrimination. It seems to me 
that it violates not only the principles of political economy, that high 
duties should be levied upon those things in use by the rich, by the 
people‘able to pay, but it violates the principle of common humanity, 
which would enjoin upon us the duty of imposing as light taxes as pos- 
sible upon those whoare poor. Forthe glass in the window of the poor 
man’s cabin, if it has a window to it, he pays, if less than 10 by 15 
inches, 59.73 per cent., almost 60 per cent., whereas the polished plate- 
glass unsilvered costs 16.03 per cent., &e., according to the size, and the 
— plate-glass silvered costs 17.43 per cent., and so on, as I have 


_ Why is that? I want to see if the Senate of the United States is go- 
ing to stand up here and say to the people of this country that the glass 
in the window of the poor man’s cabin shall pay three times the price 
that the polished glass pays inthe rich man’s palace. I want to know 
if they are going to say that. I for one certainly shall not vote for any 
such a ule of duties which makes such a discrimination. 





Mr. MORRILL. I will ask of the Senator from North Carolina and 
the Senate permission to reserve all there is on this page for a final re- 
I ask to have it passed over, 

Mr. VANCE. What is the request of the Senator? lam not able 
to hear him. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. How tar does the Senator from Ver 
mont desire to have the reservation made * 

Mr. MORRILL. l merely ask to have down to line 74 re served 

The PRESIDING OFFICER From line 455 to line 474? 

Mr. MORRILL Yes 


The PRESIDING OFFICER If there is no objection that will be 
done. 
Mr. VANCE. l Suppose IT requires Ulan nets consent, does it not ? 


The PRESIDING OFFICER. — It does 

Mr. VANCE. | do not see anything particular to } 
bill talling into the hands of the Finance Committees The Finance 
Committee I think have taken the trouble to raise the duties wherever 
they could, and then when they come in with a report they do not stand 
to it if there is a proposition from a triendly quarter to increase a duty 

Mr. MORRILL. I will merely say that the committee have not com 
pleted their examination of this common glass, and I ask to have it go 
over until to-morrow, or untilatter they have considered it 

Mr. VANCE. From where to where ? 

Mr. MORRILL From line 455 to line W4 

Mr. COCKRELL. Do I understand the Senator to say that the Com 
mittee on Finance is still considering this bill while the Senate has it 
under consideration 7 

Mr. MORRILL. No. We are in point of fact considering it every 
day, and we have in some cases found omissions of articles that were 
not included in any list of the tariff. 

Mr. COCKRELL. Then the bill is not the matured report of the 
Finance Committee, but it is thrust here into the Senate to be acted 
upon while the Finance Committee is also considering it and bringing 
it in by piecemeal 

Mr. MORRILL. Any information that is given to us we feel bound 
to consider. So far as this particular item is concerned I think that we 
may have something further to say about it; that is all. 

Mr. HOAR. It is the case with every appropriation bill and every 
tax bill, that the committee of the Senate in charge of the measure con 
sider an amendment when it comes in. | had an amendment referred 
this morning, as [ thought it proper tor the Finance Committee to con 
sider it. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Th 
passed over, if there be no objection. 

Mr. VANCE. I am on the tloor, | believe, Mr. President 

Mr. MORGAN. Will the honorable Senator from North Carolma 
allow me to ask a question of the chairman of the committee ? 

Mr. VANCE. Certainly. 

Mr. MORGAN. Will the rest of us have the privile t 
the proceedings in the Senate and asking the committee to reconsider 
their report upon any proposition that may come up? [should like to 
have some equality in this matter, or otherwise recommit thé bill en 
tirely, and let the 
about it. 

Mr. MORRILL. The request is nothing unusual. There is no reve 
nue bill that has ever been proposed since | have been a member of the 
Senate or of the House that has not had propositions of sanendment pro 
posed by the committee during iis pendency, and the majority of the 
committee ask for the consideration of further amendment. This is 
nothing unusual. 

Mr. MORGAN. That is very true; but it is unusual to take a sec 
tion out of a bill, I think, and recommit it and allow the rest of the bill 
to stand here for discussion. Wedo not know what the bill is to le 
That is what I object to. 

Mr. MORRILL. Weshall not change the bill 
be done by an amendment in the Senate. 
unless there is a vote of the Senate. 

Mr. VOORHEES. It is not an uncommon thing to have an 
an appropriation bill, or any other bill, passed over at tly 
Senator who desires time to look into it. 

Mr. MORGAN. It looks very much to me as if the committee were 
retreating before the skirmish line. The honorable Senator trom North 
Carolina had not got out his full line of battle, and the committee seem 
to have retreated into their line of fortifications betore the. tall battle 
began. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER Does the Senator from North Caro 
lina object to reserving action on the pending item as proposed by the 
Senator from Vermont? 

Mr. VANCE. I should like to continue my remarks. However usnal 
it may be for a committee to ask to postpone the consideration of an 
item in a bill, I believe it is not usual to take a Senator off his teet 
without his consent. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER 


e guned by the 


boo to ATA will be 


The Chair hears none 


, 
lines trom 


ot stopping 


committee come in with their matured opinion 


That will have te 
We can not change the bill 


item i 


request ot iat 


‘The Senator from North Carolina will 


proceed. 
Mr. VANCE. In relation to this subject of glass and the tax imposed 











1344 


CONGRESSIONAL RECORD—SENATE. 





JANUARY 19, 





upon common glass I have a calculation here which I should like to 
have read to the Senate. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. It will be read. 
The Principal Legislative Clerk read as follows: 


Culculation of common window-glass per box of fifty square feet, charge for 
packing included. 


Cost in | | Sold 
| Europe. | Duty. | here. 
Single - canteen 
Up to lox ......... unis ceseeldabiiewenabeamabeemiddiiibdeantaissbaeeaad $l 4 S) 82 $2 70 
Fee BO BOTIN.... <ccrescecrveres .vocccsvnsponstanvevoonarenscrensutsopensneusntts 112 110 3 07 
Up to 24x30........ dinpaviieibashemalieinn 152) 18 3 75 
Up to 30x40.,....... 173; 16 4D 
Half double glass— 
Up to 16x24... pees enttenenvesuérsnbadubeschestdénse sseveseventvadl 140, 186 420 
Up to 24x30., Sevapvamnsoeunaundh tenteedenidiansinge soniopewnaes 1s 207 5 33 
Tap Wi SING csesses docecenenoax cake naleriniatinumual. “Sat, aa Se 


' ] 


The above calculation of cost of glass leaves out e sntiedhy freight and transpor- 
tation charges by sea and inland, besides the enormous percentage of breakage 
which the article incurs. 


Mr. VANCE. Under that duty the importations for the year 1882 
amount in value to $1,454,833.07 of this common window-glass, the 
duties collected on which were $1,114,165.57. By the best information 
that I can obtain, the amount of domestic manufacture consumed in 
the country was about three times that of the importations. If that 
be so, we then paid in 1882 to the manufacturers of this common win- 
dow-glass about three and a half million dollars, or a fraction less, be- 
cause the tariff all goes on to the price in this instance. There is no 
doubt about that. 

Why we should continue to collect out of the people of this country 
three and a half million dollars | can not possibly see, unless it is placed 
upon the ground of protecting American labor. One of the largest 
manufactures of this glass in the United States, to which I had occa- 
sion to refer the other day, is located in the State of Indiana, and is 
conducted by a man of the name of De Pauw. If I am correctly in- 
formed, | have not the statute before me, this same man was allowed 
to import his machinery all free of any duty. The duty was a gift to 
enable him to start his factory, which in addition to the manutacture 
of common window-glass was also to manufacture plate-glass. He says, 
in answer to a question before the Tariff Commission: 

Q. You manufacture practically all the plate-glass manufactured in this coun- 
me No, sir. I presume we manufacture about two-thirds of all the plate-glass 
in the United States. With reference to the tariff upon plate-glass, I can say that 
while we have been manufacturing it for the last ten or eleven years, the impor- 
tations during that time have been increasing also, the reason of which is that 
the glass has become so cheap (in comparison with whatit was formerly) in con- 
sequence of the manufacture of it in this country. 

By Commissioner BoTecer ; 

Q. Are you satisfied with the present rate of duty? 

A. Weere satisfied with the duty upon the large sizes, which is four-fifths or 
80 per cent. of our product, but not upon the small, say, one-fifth 

That is to say, GO per cent. or very nearly that upon the commonest 
article of window-glass, the smallest size, 10 by 15 or under, is not sat- 
isfactory to this gentleman who had the gift of the duty upon all of his 
mac hinery. 

In so far as it is cha irged that this price is for the benefit of the Amer- 
ican laborer, I wish to recall the attention of the Senate to the fact that 
I stated the other day that this is the man who, when his glass-blowers 
would not labor at prices to suit him, went over to Belgium and brought 
over a lot of men from that country who could not speak the English 
] » and who blew at 50 cents a box instead of $1.50 a box. 

Mr. VOORHEES. Does the Senator state that of De Pauw? 

Mr. VANCE. Yes, sir, on the testimony of O. A. Bishop. 

Mr. HARRISON. Will the Senator from North Carolina allow me 
to interrupt him? 

Mr. VANCE. Yes. 

Mr. HARRISON. I desire to say that after the Senator read from 
the testimony of Mr. Bishop the other day I communicated its sub- 
stance by telegraph to Mr. De Pauw, and hedenied altogether the state- 
ments which are there made. I call his attention further to the fact 
that the witness he quotes is not a worker in glass, that he does not live 
at New Albany or in the neighborhood where these events are said to 
have taken place, but that he is a worker in iron living in Chicago, and 
must in the very nature of things have spoken on the merest rumor 
and without any knowledge of what he was testifying to 

Mr. VOORHEES. If the Senator from North Carolina will allow 
me, I desire to say that I was astonished at hisstatement, because it is 
the first intimation of such a fact I ever heard. The great prominence 
of Mr. De Pauw and his works in Indianaissuch that it would be impos- 
sible for such a circumstance to take place without its having attracted 
the general attention of the State. I never heard of it before, and I do 

not believe that one word of it is true. I have no idea that it is true, 
and in the nature of things it can not be so. 


mission, is the authority I had for making the statement. In addition 
to that I have the statement of Mr. De Pa Pauw himself, which I am try- 
ing to find, and which I hope the Senate will indulge me in looking 
for. In his statement he says he had to go to Europe and employ Bel- 


gian laborers. 
Mr. HARRISON. The Senator does not need to refer to it. That 
statement is true. There were departments of work in connection with 


the manufacture of plate-glass when it was introduced that no man in 
America could be found who had the skill to do it. Undoubtedly the 
earlier workmen were from the very necessity of the case brought from 
Belgium or France or the English manufactories of glass, precisely as 
in another industry in our State, in which we take a great pride, the 
encaustic-tile factory, the man who was to inaugurate the industry and 
train our own workmen so that the work could be done here was 
brought from the Minton tile factory in England. Does the Senator 
think that in starting a new industry like this we can find men who 
are able at the ie oy to do its skilled work ? 

Mr. VANCE. Iam glad the Senator admits partially the statement 
that I made here on the authority of Mr. Bishop; that is, that Mr. De 
Pauw did go to Belgium to get glass-blowers or other men to work in 
the factory. 

Mr. HARRISON, No, sir; I did not say glass-blowers. If the Sen- 
ator will read the testimony of Mr. De Pauw he will find that it was 
not the case. I think it was another class of workmen. 

Mr. VANCE. I should like to know whether Mr. De Pauw also de- 
nies the fact that for the same class of work that he had been paying 
American laborers $1.50 a box for, he put in Belgians who could not 
speak the English tongue at 50 cents a box and put the dollar of protit 
in his own pocket ? 

Mr. HARRISON, I say to the Senator that I telegraphed to Mr. 
De Pauw the substance of his statement, which was, asI understood 
him, that he having had difficulty with his own workmen and they 
having struck because of insufficient wages, he had sent to Belgium and 
imported glass-blowers upon labor contracts for three years and paid 
them about one-third the rate of wages he had been paying before. 
That statement Mr. De Pauw pronounced to be altogether without foun- 
dation. 

Mr. VANCE. Very well, sir; we will give Mr. De Pauw the benefit 
of the denial. Still the question remains why should he have had his 
machinery imported duty free, and employ as he does foreign labor in 
stead of American labor? Why should he have a tax levied upon the 
great bulk of the consumers of this country to pay that foreign labor 
higher wages than it was getting when it was seduced awdy from its 
home in Europe? 

Mr. HARRISON. The Senator from North Carolina certainly does 
not wish to misrepresent Mr. De Pauw. The number of the skilled 
foreign laborers who were brought from abroad was very small. He 
employs about 1,000 men, as I understand, in his great establishment 
at New Albany, and a very large proportion of them are natives. 

Mr. VOORHEES. Will the Senator from North Carolina allow me 
a moment? 

Mr. VANCE. Certainly. 

Mr. VOORHEES. Another statement made by the Senator a few 
minutes ago greatly surprised me, and that was that Mr. De Pauw had 
had the machinery or the materials out of which his machinery was con- 
structed imported duty free. I have never heard that statement before, 
nor do I believe it is the fact. I have just inquired of the chairman of 
the Committee on Finance, the Senator from Vermont [Mr. MORRILL], 
who has been connected with that kind of legislation for a quarter of 
century, and he has never heard of the circumstance. I shall challenge 
that statement as being incorrect until it is proven from the legislation 
of thecountry. I can notconceive how it could be possible. It is some- 
thing entirely new to me and unheard of. It is just as new to me as 
it is to hear that persons had been imported from Europe to work in the 
glass-works at New Albany, where I go two or three times a year, and 
where I think I know pretty well the people who are there. The fact 
of such an importation of labor I never heard mentioned at New Albany, 
and I have been among the workmen where it would be discussed 
Doubtless there was here and there a person skilled in a particular 
branch of this great industry who was brought over for the purpose ot 
inaugurating the work, but as for there being an introduction of foreign 
laborers in any sense in which the Senator from North Carolina is speak- 
ing, I apprehend it will be found entirely untrue, as I think it will be 
found untrue that any article of the machinery was made excepti®na! 
and imported free of duty. 

Mr. VANCE. I will look up the statute, if there besuch a one; and 
if there be none, of course I shall stand corrected and admit that my 
informant was incorrect. 

Mr. VOORHEES. The Senator will find De Pauw’s testimony at 
page 1529. 

Mr. VANCE. I will read over his statement. 

Mr. VOORHEES, I will read it, too. 

Mr. VANCE. Perhaps oneor the other of the Senators from Indiana 
will also take occasion to deny that the Malaga Glass and Manufactur- 
ing Company of have issued a circular in which they de- 





Mr. VANCE. The testimony of Bishop, taken before the Tariff Com- 


clare that in consequenceof their workmen striking they have employed 
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Frenchmen, and the Frenchmen are doing about as good work as the 


Americans. 

Mr. HARRISON. I must decline to answer the Senator’s invitation 
to put in a denial in that case, as I am in the habit of confining myself 
in denials as well as aflirmations to those things I know something 
about. The Senator from Pennsylvania probably can answer something 
about that charge. 

Mr. VANCE. I suppose it is a matter of notoriety generally, not 
only in the case of the Malaga Manufacturing Company and of Mr. De 
Pauw’s works, but of all the manufacturers of this country, that they 
employ largely foreign labor, and as soon as a man comes in and takes 
a position in a factory, although he can not speak our tongue, and can 
not even ask for bread or water in the language of our nativity, he forth- 
with becomes an American laborer, so precious in our eyes that it is the 
duty of Congress to levy a tax upon 50,000,000 people to give him a 
good support. That is almost the universal rule in all the factories of 
the country. 

Mr. HARRISON. DoI understand the Senator from North Carolina 
to desire to make a discrimination against those immigrants who have 
been but one month upon our shores and are here laboring for theirown 
maintenance and that of their families? Do they appeal less strongly 
to his sympathies for protection than those who have been here one year 
or are native-born? 

Mr. VANCE. That is the part of the question that I was coming to 
precisely. The manuiacturer says he must be protected for the labor- 
er’s sake against foreign pauper labor or the fabrics and the product of 
foreign paupers. Congress accordingly levies a tax upon all the goods 
imported into this country that would come in competition with the 
product of that manufacturer and his workmen. Consequently that 
tax is paid on the domestic product as well as on the foreign importa- 
tion. That protects the manufacturer in the name of the laborer. Will 
any one tell me what protects the laborer of this country against the 
pauper himself? Taking it for granted in the language used by the 
protectionist that all foreign labor is pauper labor, we protect our home 
people against the products of the foreign pauper, but we do not pro- 


tect our home workmen against the foreign pauper himself, and he | 


comes in consequently to compete. 


Mr. HARRISON. If the Senator will yield for an answer I have no | 


objection to giving him one that is on my mind. 

Mr. VANCE. I will hear it with pleasure if it is not too long. 

Mr. HARRISON. The difference is this: The man whom he charac- 
terizes as a pauper laborer abroad, and whose diminished wages we re- 
sistif brought in competition, ceases to be a pauper and becomesa partici- 
pant, not only in the political and social but in the industrial benefits 
of this country, when he declares his citizenship and settles among us. 

Mr. VANCE. If the laborer is a pauper when he comes trom Europe, 
and ceases to be a pauper as soon as he settles down here, why should 
not the product of the pauper laborer in Europe, when it becomes the 
property of a free American citizen, cease to become pauper property? In 
other words, we have a law to protect the manufacturer, and you can not 
buy any of his products except with the competition of the whole world 


shutout; but we have no law to regulate the labor market. Whenaman | 


from Belgium or Germany, or Europe generally, or Asia or Africa or 
South America or Mexico or Central America or the Islands of the Sea 
comes here to obtain work he hires himself; that is to say, he sells his 
product, his labor, which is all he has, in a market made cheap by 
admitting the competition of the whole world. 

Mr. MILLER, of New York. Allow me to ask the Senator if I am 


to understand him to say that our labor is in competition with that of 


the whole world that it may come in free? 
Mr. VANCE. Certainly, sir. 


Mr. MILLER, of New York. I thought we passed an act at the last | 


session prohibiting the citizens of one of the most populous parts of the 
world from coming here. I joined with the Senator in voting for that 
act, and I did it as a protection for American labor. 


Mr. VANCE. Yes, I did vote for that act, and the advocates of the | 


American laborer voted to turn in the barbarians of that eastern em- 
pire here to compete with their own people. That is just the differ- 
ence between us. I was consistent and they were not. I do want to 
protect the American laborer and they do not. 

Mr. MILLER, of New York. Does the Senator mean to say that I 
did not vote with him on that proposition ? 

Mr. VANCE. I do not remember. 

Mr. MILLER, of New York. The record will show that I did. 

Mr. VANCE. But the Senator’s side of the House did not vote that 
way. 

Mr. DAWES. The mistake which the Senator from North Carolina 
falls into is this: We desire to have the labor performed for Americans 
performed in America; he prefers to have it performed in foreign nations. 

Mr. VANCE. My love is not so great as that of the Senator from 
Massachusetts. I think his love for the laborers of this world exceeds 
the love of woman. 

Mr. DAWES. I desire to confine mine for the present to labor per- 

med in America. When thatis taken care of and built up to the level to 
which it can attain, I will then do what I can for the laborers outside. 
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I will not begin with the Senator from North Carolina outside and let 

| the labor that is to be performed for Americans be performed abroad 
while the laborers in 4 merica starve. It does not make any difference 

| with me whether the laborer in America was born here or born abroad, 
if he comes here to identify himself with our institutions and share our 

| fortunes I will do what I can to see that the laborer here is protected 
Mr. VANCE. I am glad to see that I have stirred the Senator up. 
He sadly needed it. His love for the foreign pauper is so great that 
he sends for him and brings him over here and taxes the home laborer 
who is plowing in the fields at 510 a month in order to give that tor- 
eigner bigger wages than he got in Europe or Asia or anywhere else. 

Mr. PUGH. And turn his own men out of doors. 

Mr. VANCE. And turn his own men out of doors, if those foreigners 
will work cheaper. I say that the proposition can not be successfully 
met, and no appeals to the ‘‘Star Spangled Banner,’ ‘* Hail Columbia, 
Happy Land,” or anything of the kind can meet the stern facts. My 
charity begins at home. | want to legislate for the benetit of the Amer- 
ican laborer, and I am now trying to have a proposition enacted by the 
Senate that the poor American laborer, if his cabin has a window to it, 
shall have the light of heaven admitted through that window by paying 
not more at least than that which is paid for the glass through which 
the light is admitted into the palace. Lut the Senator trom Massachu 
setts, I judge, wants the American laborer taxed and he wants the Bel 
gian laborer who comes over here to work in glass-works to be paid twice 
as much as he is paid in Europe, and the American laborer bas to lose 
his place, and then has to be taxed to pay the increased price of foreigu 
laborers. 

Mr. DAWES. No; I want the laborers in America to have all the 
labor that is performed for Americans to perform. I want the work 
done here; I want the work performed here; and whether it be by a 
foreigner or an American, if he has any work to perform or anything to 
make for Americans, | want him to do it on our soil, to bring his capi- 
tal here, to bring his men here, to bring everything here that pertains 
to manuiacture. Let it be on this side and notonthat side. Let him 
| build up his town here, let him build his school-house here, let him 
expend his money here, let him educate his children here, let him 
build up whatever institutions arise out of his industry on this side and 
not on the other side. That is my doctrine. 

Mr. WILLIAMS. Will the Senator from North Carolina excuse me 
a moment? 

Mr. VANCE. Certainly. 

Mr. WILLIAMS. The whole argument of the Senator from Massa 
chussetts amounts to this: that there is no labor in the country except 
manuixcturing labor; that there are no industries in this country except 
manufacturing industries; that a factory hand ought to be paid $2.aday 
when a farm hand upon an average does not get over 75 cents, and in 
order to enable the factory hand to get $2 a day the poor farm hand 
has got to be taxed a quarter of a dollar a day to make up to him the 
extra pay. That is just the whole of it. 

Mr. DAWES. No; the very man who is put into a factory gives 
place to a man on the farm and enhances the labor and the compensa 
tion of the man on the iarm. Stop the factories in this country and 
| turn the operatives out upon the farms and you strike down more than 
50 per cent. at one blow the compensation of every man who works 
| 








upona farm. It is by giving employment in manutactories and in mak- 

ing markets for the products of the farmer and keeping as many men 

employed in manufactures as you can, that you build up the farmer, 
| that you furnish him a market; that you give him compensation for his 
labor. You relieve the farmer and you enhance the product and the 
opportunities and the prolits of the farmer in that way. 

Mr. WILLIAMS. Mr. President, that is all bo-h. There are not 
more than 5 per cent. of our people engaged in manufactories in the 
whole United States. There are not more than twoand a half million 
out of the 52,000,000 people so engaged to-day, and the idea that the 
factories give a market for farm products is nonsense. ‘The farmers ot 
Pennsylvania, the greatest manufacturing State in this Union, not only 
make enough to support her own hands in her own factories, but she 
annually ships her agricultural products to Europe. I can put my 
finger upon counties in the States of Illinois, lowa, and Kansas; I can 
pick out two counties in either of those States that can raise more prod- 
ucts than every factory operative in this country can consume 

Mr. DAWES. Mr. President—— 

Mr. VANCE. Mr. President, I hope you will not forget that I am 
entitled to the floor and want to say a few words further 

Mr. WILLIAMS. I had the consent of the Senator from North Caro- 
lina to submit a few remarks in response to the Senator from Massachu- 
setts. Isay theidea of talking about the factories giving farmers higher 
prices for their products is all nonsense. They may helpatew men who 
have farms or gardens round about the factories; but what northern fac 
tory buys anything from my farm or from your farm in Illinois, Mr. 
President? While I say it may give a good market to the farmers and 
gardeners who live immediately around the factory, that is too small an 
affair to affect the supplies of the country, 

Mr. DAWES. If the Senator from North Carolina—— 

Mr. VANCE. I thinkI have the floor. I seethat Senators areagood 
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deal like those who receive the benefit of a protective tariff; if you give 
them a small protection they are not satisfied, but wish tocome in with a 
big speech. Laughter. ] 

Mr. DAWES. Will the Senator from North Carolina allow me to say 
one word to the Senator from Kentucky? 

Mr. VANCE. I suppose so. 

Mr. DAWES. ‘The Senator from Kentucky says that Pennsylvania 
not only raises enough to feed her own operatives but sends abroad, and 
so does Illinois. Thatistrue; but would itnot be better for them to have 
that market abroad brought totheirown door? Would it not be better 
that they should have a Birmingham in Llinois than in England? Isnot 
every dollar that they pay to carry their products across the water so 
much loss tothem? Is not every manufacturing establishment built 
up in this country to that extent bringing their Birmingham and their 
large manufacturing towns to which they now carry their products to 
their own door? Is there anything made to the farmer by the freight 
he pays to the railroad to get his products to the seaboard, and to the 
vessels that carry them across the water? If they supply anybody the | 
further off that anybody is the worse it is for the farmer. 

Mr. VANCE. In the nameof the American farmer I thank the Sen- 
ator from Massachusetts for his interest in him. No doubt he would 
have perished from off the face of the earth before now but for the pro- 
tection Massachusetts has afforded him. 

Now, I want to look at the boasted fact that labor is so much higher 
in this glass and pottery business here than it isin Europe. The re- 
port of the Tariff Commission, which I have here, shows that $9,112,000, 
excluding fractions, were paid in wages in the year 1882, while the 
product was $21,013,000, excluding fractions, being a little over 43 per 
cent. of the cost of the article. That is the labor. The material was 
$7,991,000, which, added to the labor, makes about 75 per cent., leav- 
ing 25 per cent. for interest, expenses, and profits. These wages di- 
vided among 23,822 hands engaged in the manufacture of glass gives 
$384 per annum for each hand, which, counting three hundred and 
thirteen working days, that is every day except Sunday, gives about 
$1.22 per day. That is the wages paid to the American hand, as I cal- 
culate it from the reports made by the Tariff Commission on pages 119 
and 120. 

By the same authority I learn that the wages of Englishmen is about 
$1.07 per day, making a difference of only about 15 cents perday between 
the pay of the English glass-blower or glass-worker and those employed 
in America, 

Inthe American potteries, as I calculate it, onthe same basisand from 
the same tables, the hand averages about $1.10 per day, while the aver- 
age for all the hands engaged in an English pottery is about 80 cents 
per day. If that be so, what becomes of the 80-odd per cent. that is 
imposed upon pottery and glass-ware for the benefit of the laborer? 
We see that the increased price of labor in this country does not keep 
up with the tariff laid for that purpose by at least 50 per cent. 

For the accuracy of those calculations the Tariff Commission are re- 
sponsible. If they have given us incorrect tables on pages 119 and 120 
then my calculation is subject to correction, otherwise it must stand. 

It will not do to say, as they always say, that the manufacturers make 
little or no money. Nearly every man engaged in the manufacture of 
pottery and glass-ware in this country who appeared before the commis- 
sion wanted to produce the impression that he made little or no money. 
There are a hundred ways of losing money in business besides the want 
of more tariff. 

Judgment, skill, experience, the cost of material, and the cost of 
transportation, all those things combined have very much to do with the 
failure of these men, if any of them have failed in making money in 
this business; though to hear the Senators on that side talk you would 
naturally suppose that there never had been a failure in any of the 
manufacturing business of this country which was not attributable to 
the want of more tariff. I think that wantof skill, want of experience, 
want of business capacity, want of judgment, want of thrift, and want 
of cheap raw materials will account for at least one-half the failures in 
manufacturing in this country, and that high railroad transportation 
will account for the rest. 

In several of these items where an increase over the recommendation 
of the commission has been requested in order to save from perishing 
some industry, I have been struck with the fact that they have been 
able to exist and to flourish up to the present time on the present duty, 
and have inquired seriously within myself why they can not live a 
little while longer as they had lived so long. But it seems that they 
are all going to perish for the want of more duty. 

Mr. President, this question can not be blinked. The whole scheme 
is simply one for enriching a few men by taxation levied unconstitu- 
tionally upon the rest of them. So far as the fact goes that we are 
compelled to levy a tariff duty to some extent for the support of the 
Government of the United States, which we can do under the Consti- 
tution, as a matter of course, I am willing for them to derive all the 
protection that arises from it. But we have been in discussion here 
over this tariff bill, ostensibly to raise revenue, at least that is the pre- 
tense of it, for nearly two weeks, and if I have heard any Senator on 
that side make an argument or move a proposition for the purpose of 


What kind of way is that for the Senate todo? Why should we set 


every man up in business and agree to insure him against all losses, in- 
competency, misfortunes, or otherwise, by a high protective tax levied 
on that industry? 


When Senators tell usthat this industry will perish 
if we do not give it this support then they admit that they are running 
a losing business without that support, and the question would occur 
to any sensible, prudent man in the world, is it worth my while or am 
I making any profit by running a losing business? If no man in his 
senses would continue to engage in a losing business in the face of his 
losses, how can it bea sound principle of political economy as applied 
to nations that they should continue to tax their subjects or their peo- 
ple to support a losing business? 

The whole duties on glass-ware and pottery, on the average, have been 
increased by this bill, as lam informed by those who have made the 
calculation, about $811,000 net. That is the increase of the revenue 
that will arise from this schedule on glass and pottery. Why increase 
it? Is it not one of the proposed objects of this legislation to reduce 
the already existing taxation that is so great that people complain of it’ 
And if we begin to reduce should we not begin to reduce in behalf of 
the poor people ? 

In support of the statement I made at the outset in relation to Mr. 
De Pauw, I want to read from his testimony. He said: 

We pay from two to four times as much as is paid in Europe for the same class 
of labor. Our industry is just in this shape: Being a new industry, we have 
been obliged to import men who have understood the business in order to build 
it up in this country. 

There is the acknowledgment that the men were brought in. The 
testimony of Bishop tells how many and with what results. Upon 
that I leave that branch of the subject. 

Mr. CALL. To what pages does the Senator refer? 

Mr. VANCE. I read from page 938; Mr. Bishop’s statement is found 
on page 1039. 

One more strange thing connected with the subject I will mention, 
and I will detain the Senate no longer, and that is, that nearly every 
Senator who has risen in his place to advocate an increase of duty or 
the maintenance of the present rate has alleged as a reason for so doing 
that it has invariably brought the prices down, and sometimes brought 
the prices down as far as one-half; but that Senator would go on to 
add immediately that if the duty was now withdrawn the industry 
would perish. 

I should like some Senator to answer me this question: If at the time 
the duty was laid the American manufacturer could not compete at the 
then high price with foreign labor, how can he compete with domestic 
labor when the price is reduced one-half? I should like very much to 
hear that question answered. We constantly hear the statement made 
“if you withdraw this protection this industry will perish,’’ and ‘‘ this 
industry has had the effect of bringing prices down one-half.’’ Now, 
if a manufacturer here could not compete with an Englishman when 
prices were double what they are now, how can he compete now with 
the home manutacturer when prices are one-half what they were at the 
time the duty was laid? . 

There is only one refuge forthis whole subject. Senators on the other 
side may sit still and vote solidly to impose these duties on the coun- 
try, but they can not answer these propositions, and the only safety there 
is on that side of the question is the placing of a high protective or pro- 
hibitory duty on human logic so as to keep it out of the country, and 
then protection can flourish. 

Mr. MORRILL. Mr. President, I desire to sayasingle word. Iam 
always delighted when the genial and humorous Senator trom Nort! 
Carolina [Mr. VANCE] takes the floor. I had supposed that since his 
union with the Democratic party he had forgotten his former American 
predilections, but it seems that he entertains as much hostility now to 
the coming in here of foreigners as he did twenty years ago. 

In relation to the testimony of this man Bishop, of Chicago, it is very 
apparent that he did not know anythingat all about what he was talking 
ot. Idonot know, but I presume that he belongs to that club which was 
recently addressed in Chicago by a communist in favor of killing and 
dividing the property of those who had more property than he had. 

In relation to this particular item in the bill, the report of the com- 
mittee leaves the articles under precisely the same duty that they have 
been for years past, and my only purpose in having them passed over 
was in order to enable the committee to complete their consideration 
of this particular item, which accidentally came in here without com- 
plete consideration, expecting that there would be a reduction upon it. 
I may say so far as these articles are concerned, that their prices since 
the original tariff was adopted have gone down so very much that it is 
impossible, even with an extravagant rate of duties, to prevent a very 
large importation. At the same time, my own judgment is that they 
ought to be diminished, and I merely ask to have them passed over for 
that purpose. 

Mr. VANCE. I wish to say simply a word in explanation of my 
position, which I forgot to do when I was on the floor before. 

The Senator from Vermont intimates that I desire to keep foreigners 
out. That is not my proposition. I say it is illogical to keep out the 
product of the foreigner from competing with the product of our own 





raising revenue for the Government it has escaped my attention entirely. 





people, and permit the foreigner to come in and compete personally. 
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That was my position. The absurdity is in trying to keep out the for- | 


eigner’s product by such a tariff, and my proposition is to do away with 
that absurdity and permit everybody to come in; that, as the man when 
he comes here has to compete in the free-labor market of the world, let 


him compete with his product in the tree markets of the world, or as | 


near free as the necessities of this Government will permit it to be. 
Mr. DAWES. Mr. President, the argument of the Senator from North 
Carolina in behalf of the foreign producer is worthy really of a better 
cause. Thepersistency with which the Senator, and those who believe 
with him, have followed the idea that it were better to go abroad for 
that which can be produced at home, renders it necessary for him to 
shut his eyes to everything around him, to turn his back upon the les- 
sonsof experience, and to adhere toa doctrine that would keep the nation 


we have the laborers here driven out of their employment first, and, 
the competition ended, the price fixed by those abroad. 

Take the article of Bessemer steel, about which so much has been 
said. See the effect of a high, a too high protective tariff upon Besse 
mer steel. Has it been to increase the price of the product? Has it 
not stimulated on the other hand competition here? The tariff being 
too high has stimulated it toan unhealthy point, so that at this moment, 


| with a tariff of $28 a ton upon Bessemer steel, it can not be sold in the 


itself where it was when Sir Walter Raleigh sent his menover into North | 


Carolina in advance of any other State in the Union in order that those 
at home might profit by what they could get out of those living here. 
From that day to this the Senator and his followers have clung to the 
idea that the producers of this world live abroad; that the producers for 
this country did not live here and could not live here. He makes fre- 


quent allusion to a different policy which has obtained in other States, | 


Northern States; and he claimsthat this policy isdesigned to favor what 
he calls monopoly and the putting of money intothe pockets of the few 
at the expense of the many, and the remedy is thatinstead of producing 
for ourselves we shall buy what we wantof others and goon buying and 
omitting to produce ourselves if by any means we can obtain that with 
which to buy, and never concern ourselves with production at home. 
Sir, admit for the purpose of the argument that a different result has 


market at remunerative prices. 
Just make up the difference between the condition of foreign products 
and the conditions under which the native products shall be produced; 


just equalize them up; and that is all that any rational or intelligent 


producer of any kind, whether he be a manufacturer or whether he be 


| a farmer, whether he be an artificer or whether he be a skilled laborer 


| or &@ common laborer, asks of an American Congress. All he asks of 
| you is to put him on a level with the rest of the world, and then he 


will take care of himself. His own energy, his own enterprise, his own 
skill, his own industry and frugality, will compete with the world if he 
be put upon a level with the world. 

But, sir, the Senator from North Carolina is unwilling to do that. 
The Senator trom North Carolina desires a policy which will require 
that the product be made abroad and that we shall be purchasers of every- 


| thing else except the products of our farms. Pray, what would the prod 


obtained from a different policy in other States, I have no objection to better for him. All classes of industry, it has been pointed out, are 


his pointing to the Lowells and the Lawrences and the Holyokes of my 
State, to all the wealth there is in and around those cities, and to the 
thousands of people that they employ, and to the capital invested there, 
and to say that that is the result ofthispolicy. Letmeaskthe Senator 
why he and his State do notavail themselves ofthat policy. There isa 
water-power in North Carolina far superior to any and to all combined in 
the State of Massachusetts upon thesingle river Roanoke above Weldon, 
ariver larger than the Connecticut at Holyoke, orthe Merrimac at Law- 
rence or Lowell, which has a tall within nine miles of seventy-five feet, 
when there are only thirty-eight feet at Holyoke, and less at Lawrence 


ucts of our farms be to us were there nobody but farmers to consume 
them here? The tarmer is as dependent upon the general producer as 


| any other class of men. Heis dependent for his market, and the more 


extensive and the larger his market and the nearer it is to his door, the 


dependent upon each other. They walk arm in arm. What injures 
one injures another. The head can not say to the foot “I have no need 
of thee.’’ Every part of this body-politic, every branch of its indus 
tries, I do not care what it is, is dependent upon the prosperity of all 
the rest. Sir, so far as I represent a manufacturing people, I ask for 
them nothing beyond sucha policy as will put them and put every other 


| producer, I do not care of what he is a producer, on a level with the 


and at Lowell. The two counties through which it passes, last year | 


produced each of them 18,000 bales of cotton. The coal is within a 
stone’s throw and the forests of magnificent trees that were there when 
Raleigh’s men came there are now to be sold at 15 cents a cord; and 
there are 1,100 people at Weldon and not another hundred till you get 
to Petersburgh, sixty miles off. 

Is the Senator glad that there is no Lowell and no Lawrence and no 
Holyoke at that magnificent water-power? Within my memory there 


have grown up these three great cities of wealth and of industry and of 


prosperity; and there is no reason why double either of those cities is 
not to-day in a flourishing condition around about Weldon, moved and 
stirred by that magnificent water-power, except that men had rathe1 
get out tar and make turpentine and buy what they need of foreign 
producers, rather than take hold and produce for themselves, and in pro- 
ducing for themselves bring wealth and comfort and competence and 
independence to all around them. 

It amazes me that the Senator from North Carolina will shut his eyes 
to the opportunities right before him and around hin and in his own 
State to make his State rich and great and powerful, only by availing 
himself of the means that God has placed there for the use of man. 

Sir, the Senator turns to foreign producers. He had rather have 
what he needs produced abroad. He knows that it can not be pro- 
duced there without the workmen being there, without the capital being 
there, without the market being there, without all that gathers around 
such a city being there, and still he had rather that the primeval forests 
of North Carolina should continue to grow and go to decay, and the 
water-fall run to waste than turn in upon his own resources and those 
of his own great State the energies and the enterprise and the capi- 
tal and the industry that belong here to produce here what is needed 


producers of the world. That is all we want, sir. 

Mr. VANCE. Mr. President, I am obliged to the Senator from Massa- 
chusetts for his lecture and for his wise advice. The glittering gener 
alities with which he has adorned his discourse it strikes me | have 
heard before, but Iam not sure. He says that my policy is to have 
everything come from abroad. I deny it. My policy is the simplest 
one in the world; it is the policy which the boy who has 10 cents to 
spend in candy or something else will naturally and instinctively adopt, 
and that is to buy where I can get the most for my money, and that is 
the policy of the people of North Carolina. The policy ot the Senator 
from Massachusetts is to force me to buy where I can get the least for 
my money, provided he and his people are the recipients of the price. 
That is the difference in the two theories. 

I wonder now if I could put the Senator on his voir dire, and have 
an honest sworn statement from him, if he really does desire everybody 
in the South to go to manutacturing cotton? What would become of 
Massachusetts if that should happen? There would be no longer any 
necessity for the Senate hesitating about 4 bankrupt law. The people 
of Massachusetts would live until the means that they have gotten out 


| of the people South by this high protective tariff were exhausted, and 


then they would, in fact and in truth, go to the poor-house. They are 


| virtually there now; that is, they are supported by the public. The 
| only difference between them and other mendicants is that other mendi 
| cants go to the poor-house and take such fare as the county commis 
| sioners see proper to allotthem; but these mendicants, supported at the 


here. Producing here what is needed here brings all the rest with it; | 
and producing it here and securing to those who produce it here a market | 


here brings competition here, and competition here brings down prices 
here, and thus we have all the advantages and all the opportunities 
and we have all the benefit of the competition here rather than compe- 
tition with those abroad. 

Sir, while I commend the zeal of the Senator from North Carolina, I 
regret its application, as well for what is possible in his State as for 
what is possible in my State, and for what is possible to the whole 
country by an American policy. Let it be understood, let it be made 
a law that can not be repealed, that to Americans belong American 
labor, in America shall be performed for Americans whatever Ameri- 
cans need, and it brings with it as necessarily as the light follows the 
sunaill else that will bring to the point by competition, the lowest possi- 
ble point of remunerative labor, every product that is produced here. 


If on the other hand intothis competition come foreign products, if into | 


public expense, live in marble palaces and in the finest style, and drink 
champagne or nothing less costly than Bourbon whisky. ‘That is the 
difference between the two systems. ; 

Now, we can not all manutacture. The people of North Carolina 
chose from the beginning to engage principally in agriculture, and trusted 
to manufactures springing up in obedience to the call of public necessity ; 
that wherever they were demanded they would spring up. “That is the 
natural law of political economy—not to force them by a hot-house proe- 
ess of taxation. Thereisno political economyinthat. That is not the 
road to public wealth, though Ladmitthatisthe road to private wealth. 

Mr. President, if we undertook to manufacture in the South the first 


| thing we should have to do would be to levy a high protective tariff 


against New England goods. The same reasons that New England had 
for calling for a high protective tariff againstold England would exist 
in the South if we extensively entered into manufactures now. They 
have acquired experience, they have acquired wealth, they have accu- 
mulated a vast amount of capital, and new beginners can not compete 
without a protective tariff that they have talked so much about 
Fortunately for them the Constitution of the United States prevents 


| any legislation of that sort on the part of the States; so that if we should 


abandon our fields and go to manufacturing we should be much more 
at the mercy of the New England paupers—as we should then have 
the right to term them paupers, as they now term everybody else—we 


this foreign competition come also the laborers who perform their work | should be much more at the mercy of New England paupers than the 


and not simply the laborers who perform their work here, then 





people of New England now are at the mercy of the foreign paupers. 
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No man need undertake to lecture me or to teach me the advantages 
of manufactures to a country. I should be insane to undertake to 
deny not only the advantage in the accumulation of wealth, but the 
actual necessity for the civilization of the world of manufactures. It 
would be idiotic in me to do it; but I say that manufactures must come 
when public necessity calls for them, and they are advantageous under 
those circumstances; but when they have to be forced by the hot-house 
process of taxation, then I say they are a curse. That is the difference 
between the Senator from Massachusetts and myself. 

No wonder the Senator says he is willing that the Holyokes and Law- 
rences of his country should be alluded to as examples of the accumu- 
lation of wealth. I hold in my hand a paper published in New En- 
gland, the Hartford Courant, of January 12, in which an account of the 
doings and the prosperity of some of these companies that he speaks of 
is recorded, and I notice that the ‘‘Southington Cutlery Company,”’’ 
which has a protective tariff of 50 per cent. in its behalf to protect it 
against foreign paupers— 

Have just declared a dividend of 7} per cent., making the cash dividends of 
this company for the past year 20) per cent., which, with $12,000 in addition 
added to the surplus, makes the total dividends of this company for the past 
year on their capital stock about 30 per cent, 

All levied under this high protective tariff of 50 per cent. on cut- 
lery to protect American laborers! Thirty per cent. in the pockets of 
the manufacturer is what they call protecting American labor! The 
laborer is making according to the census far less than a dollar a day, 
and this manufacturing company is making 30 per cent. on its capital. 

Mr. PLATT. I understand that the Senator refers to the Southing- 
ton Cutlery Company. 

Mr. VANCE. Yes, sir; I did refer to that on the authority of the 
Hartford Courant. 

Mr. PLATT. If that company were only to pay the dividends it 
made on that portion of its business which comes from pocket-cutlery 
(and that is the only cutlery which it manufactures) I venture to say 
there would not be 5 per cent. It makes its money on other things. 

Mr. VANCE. It seems that there is always some explanation to be 
given for anything and if the facts of the case happen to come in col- 
lision with the theories or opinions of any Senator, so much the worse 
for the facts. 

It was stated here the other day by the honorable Senator from New 
Jersey [Mr. SEWELL] that T. C. Smith, of Greenpoint, New York, does 
not manufacture any pottery except Portland knobs. Mr. Smith said 
himself before the Tariff Commission that his was almost the only house 
in the United States that manufactured a regular course of porcelain 
table-ware. Perhaps he did not know anything about what he was 
doing himself; but still there is always some explanation of unpleasant 
facts. 

Now, perhaps the Senator or some other Senator can give me an ex- 
planation of the following manufacturing stock whichsI see quoted in 
the same paper: 

Bid. Asked. 


Collins Company (par 10) ee 12.20 


Over 100 per cent— 
Hartford Carpet Company : 

That will do pretty well by way of protecting American labor, will 
itnot? The laborer, of course, gets all that! They put it in as a mat- 
ter of form to show the profits of the company, but, of course, they di- 
vide it all to the laborer so that they have little or nothing left! They 
use it to endow colleges, build churches, &c. ! 

Bid. Asked. 
© sees ‘ 


That is doing tolerably well! A 


Willimantic Linen Company (par 25)... 
Just a little over 300 per cent 
good thing for the workmen ! 
Pratt & Whitney Co.— 
Whatever that may be— 
bid, ——; asked, 111}. 


And so they run, and the people of this country, the laborers of this 
country, the poor men who stand between the handles of the plow, and 
the poor men who are putting up brick somewhere in this city or through- 
out the country in the snow, if the ice would permit them to do it, and 
the hod-carriers and the dray-drivers, and the street-car men who are 
running the cars in this city sixteen hours a day for less than $2 aday, 
and all those others who are getting the minimum of wages reduced by 
the free competition of the whole world in this country, are being taxed 
50 per cent. on their cutlery, nearly 100 per cent. on the old bottles 
they get to carry a little molasses home or a little medicine in, 60 per 
cent. on their crockery, 80 to 90 per cent. on their woolen socks to keep 
their feet warm, 92 per cent. on the flannel that keeps the baby warm, 
and 69 per cent. on the salt that is sprinkled on their meat, and all to 
make these stocks worth 1114 per cent. and 250 per cent., and 300 per 
cent., and so on and so on. 

Mr. PLATT. Will the Senator permit me a single word ? 

Mr. VANCE. Certainly; it needs ex tion badly. 

Mr. PLATT. The 111 per cent. which he talks about means that the 
stock is at par and 11 per cent. premium. That is what that means. 
Now, in relation to those companies of which he speaks, some of them 





I know about. Some of them for years put their earnings into con- 
struction, into the building of works, until theirgeal capital is two and 
three and in some instances four or five times their nominal capital. 
For instance: I know a single company there that has been in existence 
some twenty or twenty-five years witha nominal capital of $62,500. | 
have no doubt that the real capital of that company accumulated from 
its earnings and withheld dividends, now amounts to $625,000, or ten 
times the amount of its nominal capital. 

Mr. VANCE. Then it seems they have been making big dividends 
from false capital where they really had not invested in. 

Mr. PLATT. Notatall. The dividends are declared on their nom- 
inal capital, and do not in any of the instances the Senator has spoken 
of amount to more than 5 or 6 per cent. on their real capital. I know 
in reference to a manufacturing establishment in my own city that its 
nominal capital is $1,100,000 and its real capital is more than $5,000,000. 
Of course a dividend declared upon its nominal capital looks large, but 
the man who pays the present value of its stock and takes the dividend 
does not get more than 5 per cent. on his investment. 

Mr. VANCE. Ishould like to know what becomes of the real capital 
if this is declared on the nominal capital. What is that real capital 
doing? 

Mr. PLATT. It is very easy to explain. Suppose the nominal cap- 
ital is $100,000, and you declare a 25 per cent. dividend on that; if 
your real capital is four times as 1 as your nominal capital you 
have declared but a 6 per cent dividend on your real investment. 

Mr. VANCE. Well, Mr. President, I do not understand why men 
should make a false statement to the public of their prosperity. It is 
generally understood that men a little understate their profits in order 
not to attract attention, especially not to attract the attention of Con- 
gress when it is about to levy tariff duties, rather than overstate it; but 
here it seems these gentlemen have made a statement, or at least some 
of them have, of a dividend upon their nominal capital which would 
not be true if their real capital were included in the estimate. Now, 
the Hartford Carpet Company, for instance, declared a dividend of 257 
per cent. 

Mr. HAWLEY. The Senator is mistaken about that. 

Mr. VANCE. No; the stock is worth that. 

Mr. HAWLEY. I own alittle of that stock myself, and I want to 
hear the statement again. 

Mr. VANCE. According to the report of the Hartford Courant the 
Hartford Company’s stock is worth 257 per cent. 

Mr. HAWLEY. It has gone down a little, I am sorry to say. 

Mr. VANCE. This report was on the 13th day of January. Isup- 
pose it has fallen a little, perhaps in consequence of the agitation of the 
tariff question. [Laughter. ] 

Mr. HAWLEY. That is tootrue in many cases. 

Mr. VANCE. Yes, sir; too true in many cases. I believe the Sena- 
tor perhaps has some connection with this paper himself. If so, I shall 
hold him responsible for the accuracy of the statement. 

Mr. DAWES. I should like to make an inquiry of the Senator from 
North Carolina for information. If that is a fair representation of the 
profits of that company published in a newspaper of wide circulation, 
why does not the capital of the country rush into that business? If 
that is a fair representation of the profit on each $100 engaged in that 
kind of manufacture, as long aseverybody else in the world can go into 
it as well as they, why does not all the world rush with itscapital into 
that kind of business when it pays so much as the Senator represents” 

Mr. VANCE. I am unable to account for the devious sinuosities 
pursued by New England capital; I can not tell why all the world do 
not do it; but we know this, that if all the world did go into that par- 
ticular business the profits would come down soon; we are assured of 
that. Many men have secured a reputation for some particular kind 
of manufucture that prevents others from successfully competing with 


em. 
Mr. MORGAN. The debate this evening has taken a pretty wide 
range, and I suppose because the committee have asked the privilege of 


reconsidering some part of this bill which they have reported here, and 
Senators on both sides of the Chamber think it a good time to express 
some opinions through which perhaps, if the committee may not be 
enlightened, their attention may be called to various propositions that 
have been debated. Inthe course of this debate the Senator from Massa- 
chusetts [Mr. Dawes] has taken the ground that the people of the South 
had been somewhat derelict or delinquent in not having more largely 
engaged in manufactures. I am aware that that argument and that 
challenge has been brought to the attention of the Southern people and 
of the country for a number of years, and as a full answer to all the 
iniquities of the tariff system we have been asked the question, ‘‘ Why 
have you not engaged in manufactures, and why have you not availed 
yourselves of your free right to benefit by the protective features of the 
tariff laws?’’ That is a question which addresses itself as forcibly to 
the West as it does to the South. It addresses itself also to the condi- 
tion of the people of this country, and the condition that they have 
occupied since its first organization asa government. It is to be an 
swered in many ways, any one of which is entirely sati ry. 

The first proposition that I desire to advaace in answer to the hon- 
orable Senator from Massachusetts is this: Every man in the world de- 





+ eek pOM 


Pies 








1883. 


CONGRESSIONAL RECORD—SENATE. 


1349 








sires to be the masterof his own business. Hence farming, and particu- 


larly farming on a small scale, is very attractive to men of small means 
and particularly to those who have to live by theirown manuallabor. A 
man rejoices in a home with his family around him, with his own forest 
trees from which to gather his timber, his wood, his fencing, whatever 
he may need, with his cattle browsing upon his own grounds, with a 
brook that belongs to him meandering through his own land and turn- 
ing his own mill, if he is able to own one; and all the blessings which 


belong to what is termed an independent condition in life concenter | 


in the pursuit of agriculture, particularly in a small way. This is the 


real invitation that we extend, and which we have done so profitably | 


for the increase of our population, to foreign countries, and which in- 
duces such an enormous influx of people into this land. They come 
here in order that they may have the opportunity once for all, or once 
at least in life, of being the masters of their own time, of their own 


families, of their own business, of their own production, and of their | the question which the honorable Senator trom 


own profits. 

The people of the South and of the West belong to that class of in- 
dependent men who go and have gone to these new countries to seek 
opportunities for the rearing of families in the land. 
have not been willing to subordinate themselves in the condition of 
laborers under taskmasters; they have sought a freer course and cur- 
rent of employment than is to be found in the manufactures of New 
England or of Old England or of Germany or of France. It may be 


| 


This class of people | 





gone into the manufacturing business. We have paid all the time out 
of our treasure-house; we have yielded bounties to the gentlemen who 
have controlled white labor; and it has been because of our sympathy 
for the very people out of whom they derived their enormous earnings 
more than anything else that we have yielded to a system which from 
the beginning down to this time has been always one of inequality and 
injustice. 

Mr. MAXEY. If the Senator from Alabama will pardon me, I will 
add one further reason to those he is now giving. There is in the South 
a paucity of both capital and labor. Labor there, as the Senator has 
well said, is employed in the field. In the Northern States there is an 
excess of both capital and labor. and therefore they have the conditions 
to manufacture and we have not 

Mr. MORGAN. I am very much obliged to th 


honorable Senator 
for the suggestion. It is one that is very 


mportant inits bearings upon 
Massachusetts sug 
gested 

We have a beautiful continent, inviting in almost all of its features 
and in almost every locality. As youapproach the South and the South 
west the beauty and the grandeur of the country increase thi 


ui further 
yougotothe West. All new countries, fertile 


with salubrious climates 


| deep, navigable streams, and flowing fountains of water trom the hill 
| side, are inviting, you may say, to the poetry of even the poorest and 


safely said that in ninety cases out of every hundred those people find | 


themselves engaged as operatives in manufacturing establishments who 
have no other means of subsistence. There is not a man or a woman 
to-day in a manufacturing establishment in the United States, unless 
it may be one who is very highly skilled, and who therefore is enabled 
to earn extraordinary profits trom a day’s work, who would not treely 
abandon that manner of employment for the sake of being engaged in 
pursuits that are more congenial to the tastes of human nature. That 
is one answer to it. 

There is another answer, sir, which relates to the employment of 
capital. The reason why manufactures have sprung up and prospered 
in New England is because that is an old and thrifty country; it had 


an early start in money-making and money-saving; it accumulated cap- | their enterprises, or two or three centuries older, had these things fur 


ital through the thrift and industry of its people, which I think is en- | 


tirely honorable to them; and having a sterile, barren country in which 
to operate, which did not yield in fact much fruit in the way of agri- 
cultural returns, they found it necessary to engage in fisheries, where 
they demanded and received from us large bounties directly given by 
the Federal Government; in banking, where they had the control fora 
long series of years of the finances of the country, and still hold that 
control; in manufactures, where capital was present to employ labor 
and put it at its own price into its service. 

There was another class of capitalists in this country who, from the 
first foundation of this Government until the year 1260, were men who 
also controlled large masses of people. They were the slave-holders. 
We held our slaves in the South by the tenure of the Constitution by a 
title of personal property, whereas the men in the North held their 
operatives by the title of the necessities under which they were to serve 
in classes of business that were not congenial to their natures. The capi- 
talists in the Northern States were enabled to employ men by compul- 
sion, aS you may say, arising out of necessity; the capitalists of the 
Southern States were enabled to employ men who were slaves and who 
were held in bondage by the law. The capitalists of the Southern States 
did not have material in the people that they owned out of which to 
build up important manufactures. A negro is a very poor operative in 
any kind of skilled labor, any kind of delicate work, any kind of work 
out of which profit can be made in the manufacture of nice light cotton 
goods, fine silks, fine hats, fine cutlery, or any of the other beautiful de- 
scriptions of goods which are yielded by the genius and skill of the people 
who are employed in the Northern manufactories; and therefore, tind 
ing ourselves the owners as capitalists of a large mass of labor that was 
not capable of being converted into that quality which made manufact- 
_— profitable, we sought agriculture; we went into the field. 

en Whitney made his cotton-gin invention and put that great staple 
upon the world we devoted our time to raising cotton for the supply 
of the nations. We also raised sugar, we also cut trees and made tur- 
pentine and ship-stores; but we engaged very little in manufacturing, 
because the people whose labor we controlled, not more powerfully and 
more completely and thoroughly than the New England man controlled 
the labor that was dependent upon him, was not so well adapted to it. 
The people whose labor we controlled we could not use in these de- 
scriptions of work; otherwise long since Massachusetts would have been 
clamoring to be protected against Southern industry and Southern 
genius. If the people whom the capitalists of the South owned and con- 
trolled had been persons of equal talent and skill and taste with those 
who were owned and controlled through the law of necessity by the 
Northern capitalists, you would have seen the South doing that which 
very soon will accomplish, outstripping all of you in manufactures, 
and that too without the necessity of a high-protective tariff or a tariff 
discriminating in favor of established industries under the pitiful plea 
that they are still infants, though they are 100 years old. 
These are some of the reasons why it is that we of the South have not 





| 


humblest man’s nature; and here stood these vast forests 
the pioneer, who scarcely settled himself down to get a board 
his head until he, filled with the spirit of enterprise, would pick up bis 
family and move still further west, not feeling comiortable if his neigh 
bor was within the sound of a horn or a gun trom his cabin door 
These are the things that have caused us to spread ourselves over 
these vast areas South and West, where we have been employed in cut 
ting down the forests, in building towns and villages, in building high 
ways, in building bridges, in building churches and school-houses, in 
opening States and opening counties, and building court-houses There 
we have had this dratt made upon our capital continually for the insti 
tutions which we have been bound to build in order to accommodate 
our civilization. 


belore us, and 


root ove 


A people one hundred years older than we were in 


nished to their hand by the fathers who lett them an honorable inher 
itance, while we, the pioneers of this country, have had to build it 
from end to end. 

Now, sir, behold the progress that we have made. Look at the rail 
way system of the South. I grant you we borrowed the money from 
you largely todo it; nevertheless we had the credit todo it, or you would 
not have let us have the money Look at the number of those splendid 
cities that have been built up in the South, the Southwest, and the West 
look at the vast cities that have reared themselves throughout that 
country. What have the people of the valley of the Mississippi and ot 
the Ohio spent in the building of that wonderiul town, Chicago, and the 
other, its almost equal, Saint Louis? Why, sir, we have had dratts 
made upon the current labors of two or three generations which have 
never before been taxed upon the generations of mankind in the same 
length oftime. These Westernand Southern American people have done 
more in a given period of time to beautify and adorn and make fruitful 
the land that they have occupied than any other people have ever wa 
complished in all the history of the world; and while having been en 
gaged in labors like these, we are now taunted by the honorable Senator 
from Massachusetts because we have not built up corporations which 
shafl make us 220 or 225 per cent. dividend or which shall increase the 
stock from its par to 220 or 225 per cent. premium 

They do not allow us what we deserve: and when we claim the right 
to an equal participation in the advantages of legislation here, and 
when we claim that we shall no longer be compelled to yield our sub 
stance to the fattening of those who for a century have been growing 
fat upon our labors, they arise and inform us, as the honorable Sen 
ator from Massachusetts has done, ‘* You allow your vast streams to go 
to waste and your forests to perish and your mines to lie undug in the 
bosom of the earth.’’ If Massachusetts had the soil and the country 
that we have got, with her enterprise she would never dream of stand 
ing at the doors of the Congress of the United States tapping continu 
ally like a mendicant for a pittance to be dealt out to her as a favor 
Her manhood and her pride would bring her above that; but 
worn deep into the rut of mendicancy; she s crying 
give !’’ until now it seems that no plea will answer but oné that must 
be responded to with some donation at the expense of somebody else 

Sir, as I have observed before, I represent an interest here; other 
Senators represent other interests here I do not blame a Senator tor 
standing up to his own side of this question and getting from the other 
interests involved all that he can justify his conscience in claiming; and 
in the conflict of interests here and in the attempt to balance these 
things up we perhaps may get a tariff not perfect in itself, but after all 
one that will be satistactory to the great body of the American people 
and with that I shall be content; and whether it contain the peculiar 
ideas which I may entertain in reference to tariff levies, or tariff do 
trines, or tariff discriminations will not make a difference with me 

I now represent here an industrial interest. 1 represent also a very 
growing, beautiful, prosperous, manufacturing interest. We have the 


she has 
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protection of geography around us; we have the protection of the great- 
est possible abundance of the raw material of every description thrown 
into juxtaposition; and if there is one thing for which we thank God 
above all the others, it is that He has through His beneficence enabled 
us to prosper and grow rich, without at the same time bowing the knee | 
of beggary to somebodyelse. There is a glorious and proud independ- | 
ence in our position in that regard which I think will some of these | 
days challenge even the envy of the nabobs of the East. 

But, sir, the class that I refer to are not confined to Alabama or to 
the South or to the West; they are also in New England, and judging 
from some remarks that I have had occasion to observe lately made by 
one of the New England farmers, and from which I expect to draw 
pretty freely in the speech I am now making, I must say that while the 
New England farmers are perhaps not as well educated in all of the 
tricks of trade, in all of the arts of finesse connected with finance and 
manufactures and tariff legislation as some others, they have ingratted 
into their pure minds and honest hearts a sound and sober judgment | 
which is worthy of observation by the honorable Senators from that | 
rection, and which, whether or not it receives it, does deserve observa- 
tion and acknowledgment of profound gratitude from those who repre- 
sent agricultural classes in other parts of the country. 

I can not help thinking of the remarks that were made beiore the 
Tariff Commission by Mr. E. D. Goodwin, of Connecticut, a regular 
‘old pumpkin-pie and apple-sass Yankee farmer,’’ a man who makes 
his own living at home and who says that for fifty successive seasons he 
has labored in the sterile soil of New England, and labored to prosper. 
Now, I want, because it is a far better speech than I could make if I 
were to take a pen and sit down and undertake to write one out on this 
question, to ask the Secretary to inform the Senate of the opinions of 
this old ‘‘apple-sass and pumpkin-pie’’ farmer and see whether or not 
after all he has not got a just idea of what the tariff ought to be, as just 
ideas of finance and commerce and of the whole system among which 
he lives—I was about to say as any Senator on this floor—I will say an 
idea of it quite as just asany Senator who lives south of this city. Now, 
l ask the Secretary to read the remarks of Mr. Goodwin on this very 
question which we have been discussing this evening before the Tariff 
Commission. 

The Acting Secretary read as follows: 





New York, October 4, 1882. 


Mr. E. D. Goodwin, of Falls Village, Connecticut, a farmer, addressed the com- 
mission as follows: 

GENTLEMEN: In appearing before your honorable body and advocating a mod- 
ification of our present tariff rates by a reduction of 10 per cent. thereof, to take 
effect June | next, and 10 per cent. more at the expiration of two years, thus 
gradually reducing its average from 45 to 36 per cent., I have no special interests 
to subserve, as many who have appeared before you. 

Wool and mutton, grain, beef, and butter are my chief products, and whatever 
fancied sacrifice such reduction may bring to me I cheerfully accept in subordi- 
nation to the interests of all. My position is such that Iam compelled to com- 
bat its adverse influence upon me and upon the nation, upon the general prin- 
ciples of equity and fairness as applicable to the high trust of constitutional ad- 
ministration. | protest against it as both unjust and impolitic—at variance with 
correct principles of economic production, adverse to us in the long run, and un- 
becoming our position, wealth, and development among the more prominent 
nations of the world—distinguished alike in science and in art—each struggling 
for its ascendency in industrial resources and in commerce with aspirit in keep- 
ing with their intense activities, their high civilization. 

Asa farmer lam located in New England; for fifty successive seasons on its 
sterile soil have I struggled with itsextremes of heat and cold for a competence ; 
of my various products I can raise but one crop a year, and that at the hazard 
of storm, blight, and drought, while my manufacturing neighbor—but give him 
a market—can multiply his wheels ad infinitum, and there is no limit to his prod- 
ucts and his profits 

Long before our civil war they had laid the foundations of their liberal for- 
tunes; through it and since, under your extreme protective system, they have 
become the millionaires of the land, dominating in politics and monopolies 
alike; and to me, born and bred as it were to the soil, it can not but be humili- 
ating to witness your commission, the conception, the inspiration of these in- 
terests, traveling over the land listening to their plaintive tones for bounty still, 
with scarcely a single farmer in the whole land to assert his rights and his man- 
hood, Have I no interest in the matter, and no standing in court? Am I not 
on a footing of equality as to rights and interests, and have I no grievances at 
the hand of Government? 

What are my products worth but what our agricultural surplus brings in the 
European markets, and that dependent there upon the ability of labor to con- 
sume at their rate of wages, while in those markets I have to compete with the 
cheap labor and lands of all Europe and the Indies, with the Atlantic between 
us, with its freights and commissions. 

My neighbors, these clamorous, bounty-loving manufacturers, are feeding 
their labor ata cost less than their foreign competitors by ocean freightage, insur- 
ance, and commissions, while this same ocean bearer intervenes to protect their 
fabrics, besides a 45 per cent. average tariff, and perhaps a long line of inland 
transportation, 

There seems no limit to human audacity. When the tariff of 1862 was enacted 
it was justified only by the exigencies of civil war, and so great was the injustice 
and favoritism of the measure that an internal or drawback tax was levied on 
manufactured products, ostensibly to come out of the pockets of the manufact- 
urer himself, but in fact char to cost of product and paid by the consumer. 





Why this favoritism, this domination of one interest to the prejudice of all others, 
and this a minor interest? 

About three-fifths of our ple are engaged in culture, one-fifth in trade | 
and commerce, and canta te manufacturing, and there must be * something 
— in Denmark,” with its government inspired and controlled by one-fifth | 
of its people. 

It irom wntipuiabie fact, demonstrated by its fruits, that this class have ag- 
greated to themselves more than their share of the national wealth; they are 
in the ascendant in government, a privileged class, fortified in their position by 
dominant political fallacies, and appeals to the laboring classes. 

This tariff was @ war measure modified by the tax on products, supposed to | 
be a part of the — rendered back into the Treasury as a compensation for | 
the favoritism ; soon after the close of the war, in the flush times suc | 


ceeding it, this drawback tax was abolisbed, and the tariff left substantially as 
it was as to rates, and it has come down to us unchanged, save the reduction of 
10 per cent. in 1872. 

In our system of government, State and national, individuals and interests as 
to rights, obligations, and opportunities are supposed to be on a footing of equal- 
ity before the law. The States are sov ereign over all local matters, the Genera) 
Government is guardian of interests common to all, and is sovereign in the exer- 
cise of all powers granted to it in the organic law. The trust of government is 
to be exercised equitably and impartially, and the general welfare, a welfare 
common to all, should not be lost sight of; and all interests are alike sensitive 
to this principle in the exercise of your revenue powers. 

These interests may be classed as agricultural, manufacturing, and commer- 
cial—agriculture being the base or foundation interest upon whose prosperity 
the others largely depend. Here are 50,000,000 people, with their varied and con- 
flicting interests to be affected by the exercise of your revenue powers; and the 
great and vital question is, how shall these functions of government be so ad- 
ministered, according to the letter and spirit of the organic law, and so in har- 


| mony with the conflicting interests at stake as to best promote the public good, 


the general welfare? Bear in mind all interests, every individual, is on a foot- 
ing of equality before the law, and equity commands fairness and impartiality, 
with laws so adjusted as, approximately at least, to make tributary to the gen- 
eral burdens all, according to their ability to respond. 

Your organic law empowers a tariff for revenue purposes, and, to meet the 
necessary expenses of government, with judicious administration, a 30 per cent. 
levy would be ample, and all that sound policy would dictate from this source. 
This is an incidental protection, the necessity and justice of which no one can 
dispute, giving to the home fabricant this advantage over his foreign competi- 
tor, aside from the cost of transportation, risks, and commissions. 

Even this tax falls not equitably upon the people according to their ability to 
pay, but in a ratio to the consumption of the individual; falling onthe laboring 
man of large family altogether in disproportion to his means. Time was when 
this discrepancy of burdens was modified by a general income tax, but this 
just, equitable resource had to yield to the fiat of our bounty-loving manufect- 
uring friends, 

If these objections are pertinent and well grounded, on the score of equity and 
fairness, as against a revenue tariff, how much more so when pitted against 
your present highly protective system’? The burdens of government should be 
borne equitably among our citizens according to their means, that all may be- 
come so interested as to insist on purity and economy of administration. 

The same law holds to the nation asto the individual ; flush resources lead to 
liberal expenditures, and extravagance and demoralization follow in their train. 
It is not wise in nations or in individuals to antagonize natural forces, set at 


| naught the laws of trade and of an enlightened political economy for a mere 


temporary prosperity ; your policy to be fixed and permanent must be based 
upon the organic law, conceived in equity and fairness, alike in the interests of 
all and of coming generations. 

The advocates of the present highly protective system make great pretensions 
of sympathy for the laboring classes; it is enough to show their duplicity in this 


| respect to recapitulate what I have already said, that while they have relieved 
| themselves of the internal taxes on manufactured products, of the income tax 
| also, the burdens of government are left to fall largely upon the people accord- 


ing to their consumption of dutiable merchandise, with capital left largely intact 
from all contribution whatever. 

Labor keeps up the world over, while capital shrinks in its nominal income ; 
it is to shield their capital and avoid this law of depreciation that they insist upon 
keeping up this extreme system. The tendency of the times is to lower values, 
the fruition alike of cheap capital and the inventive skill of man; labor is a living 
resource the world over; the few accumulate while the many merely gain a 
livelihood, and employment to our town and city population is as essential to 
insure law and order as to their health and subsistence. 

To the laborer this is indeed a land of promise; our lands, to be had almost 
for the asking, are opened up to him by unequaled inland rail and water com- 
munications, making the field for labor almost boundless for generations yet to 
come, and labor will take care of itself. 

So long as three-fifths of our population are engaged in agriculture the value 
of their labor must largely gauge that of the other two-fifths, and this law of 
equalization must have its force. There is a nominal and a real value to labor, 
the latter being its purchasable power over the necessities, comforts, and luxu- 
ries of life. Reduce both in the same ratio, and their fruits of labor remain the 
same. We have cheapand abundant capital and unsurpassed mechanical skill ; 
what you want is cheap raw material and living, and labor in a measure to cor- 
respond; and but give the New England manufacturer these conditions, and her 
valleys and plains will preserve continuously her present if not an accumulative 
activity, with a command of the markets of the world for her products. 

Asa nation and a people we are not in the infancy of our development and 
growth; we have the accumulative wealth, the manufacturing skill, of the Old 
World, and exceed them all in mechanical devices; what we want is not the pa- 
ternal care of Government, but a fixed policy more in keeping with the laws of 
political economy, tending to a reduced cost of manufactured products, that 
they may flow outward from us and be consumed by other nations than our 
own. Itis a question of employment and subsistence to over fifty millions, es- 
pecially so to our cily population; we must make the less advanced nations 
tributary to us by manufacturing more for them, as England, Germany, and 
France do, while the latter consume our surplus farming products. 

Asa rule your city population is fixed and less migratory than our more rural 
people, and our limitless territories attract comparatively few from these classes, 
and the question of employment to these millions in the near future is far more 
vital than the rate of wages. 

This policy of extreme protection, so at variance with all principles of equita- 
ble administration and of sound economy, not only affects the farmer disas- 
trously, but the commercial interests of the country also, and is a standing in- 
justice to the masses of Europe who consume so largely our surplus products. 

ts injustice is not its only obnoxious feature or fruit; itis largely the source and 
foundation of the general demoralization in politics. Your successful million- 
aire manufacturers have entered political life largely by force of their money, 
and when in Congress, to perpetuate this system, every device to spend the pub- 
lic money is encouraged, either directly or tacitly, from the ** arrears-of-pensions 
bill” to the “river and harbor appropriation.” 

In seeking redress for the evils of life I would not be rash and radical; take 
this tariff as it stands to-day and its extreme features should be gradually ame- 
liorated. Its general average is about 45 per cent.; it is in fact what its friends 
have made it. 

Now reduce it by 10 per cent., to take effect June 1 next, and atthe expiration 
of two years 10 per cent. more—the reduction to be permanent until a general 
revision could be reached—thus leaving its average over 35 per cent. This 


| seems the only practical way of adjustment at present; it is summary, but pub- 


lic sentiment demands it, and your protective features are only modified and 


| notabolished. This reduction would not only tend to lower values more in 


keeping with the price of labor and of capital, but might favor a more healthy 
competition to the detriment of shoddy fabrics. 

It would pave the way to that scale of values in all merchandise favorable 
alike to the consumer at home and abroad, and lead toincreased commercial in- 
tercourse with the outside world, thus augmenting the balance of trade in our 
favor. Lam not so easily flattered with a tariff levying duties on Canadian 
grain and live animals which results in shutting them off from our lines of trans 
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portation and driving them down the Saint Lawrence to their ultimate markets 
as a part of the great agricultural surplus of the continent. Neither have I be- 
come enamored of your duties on wool, the chief fruit of which crops out in an 
enormous production of shoddy fabrics, enshrouding the whole American peo- 
ple in their deceptive embraces, as cold as the hearts that made them, leaving 
my wool on the market a beggar at the lowest rates of the last forty years. 

Many of our American manufacturers are honorable producers of their varied 
fabries, creditably emulous to excel in the quality of their productions, gaining 
thereby a reputation equivalent to and becoming a part of their capital. On the 
other hand too many have gone into shoddy productions; not content to make a 
genuine article,so amply provided for by your liberal tariff margins, they have 
flooded our markets with their deceptive fabrics and adulterated products, so 
that most of us know not what we eat, drink, or wear. To remedy this, reduce 
your tariff; scale down this barrier to freedom of trade, giving usa more healthy 
competition, throwing this class of producers more upon their merits and their 
reputations. i 5 : : 

Asa farmer while the price of my products might be somewhat lower in keep- 
ing with our immense agricultural resources, I should in return for my produc- 
tions buy at less rates my family and farming supplies. 

There is no natural antagonism between capital and labor; not only are they 
mutually dependent, but mutually beneficent each tothe other. Labor gives to 
capital an enhanced value, and capital in itsturn not only adds to the efliciency 
of labor, but increases its reward also. There is an equalizing tendency to values 
the world over, and in the long run natural forces must be felt. 

Let us eliminate ourselves from the hodge-podge of political fallacies envelop- 
ing us, and let in the clear light oftruth, And why not make capital contribute 
more directly to your Treasury resources by a general income tax, predicated 
upon the cumulative surplus resources of the individual? Its possessor is largely 
indebted to labor for it, either directly or indirectly; he may have caught it on 
the wing as it were, by his manipulations and sharp practices, Jay Gould like 
or otherwise it has come largely by the appreciation of values incident to all 
new countries, the resultant fruition of the care, the toil, and travail of all for | 
the last hundred years. Relax the burdens of government taxation upon labor 
and place them more upon capital, assert the principle that a man’s necessary 
living resources should in a measure be exempt from taxation, and the burdens 
of government be placed more upon the surplus means of the individual, and 
you at once open up the way for a more healthy prosperity national-wise and 
place labor with its products more in keeping with the value of capital here, and 
the general price of commodities in other countries. 


Mr. MORRILL. I ask the Senator from Alabamaif he will not per- | 
mit this long essay to be printed in the REcoRD without the further 
consumption of time in reading it? 

Mr. MORGAN. No; I think this Yankee farmer has a right to be 
heard here. It is very seldom he can be heard here. He is speaking | 
very splendidly. The honorable Senator from Vermont will find it 
worthy of his talents, worthy of his great abilities to answer that argu- 
ment. If I could have had the honor of delivering that argument in 
the Senate from my own lips, I should have felt very proud of it. 

Mr. HAWLEY. Quiteright. Wehavemanysuch farmers. Gentle- 
men might be proud to equal them in the ability to present their case; 
but I beg them not to sorrow overmuch because of the miseries of our 
Connecticut farmers or our operatives in factories. | 

Mr. MORGAN. If this was an appeal being made to-day in behalf 
of the great monopolists and manufacturers of the North I think no 
Senator would rise and try to stop its reading and to have it printed in 
the ReEcoRD without being read. Let this gentleman have his voice 
here. He is nothing but a simple farmer, though he seems to be a man 
of fine ability and education. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. Simply ‘‘a Roman citizen.”’ 

Mr. MORGAN. Simply ‘‘a Roman citizen;’’ but in the beautiful 
character of an American citizen he has the right to be heard even 
through the lips of a stranger to him who represents a State far to the 
South. This gentleman has not had the advantage of a representative 
who stood near by his side to bring his views before the Senate. He 
comes now before the Senate through a man against whom I dare say 
he even now entertains some opinions of perhaps bitterness. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. Mingled with a good deal of sweet, however. 

Mr. MORGAN. Possibly so; I hope it will be mingled with a great 
deal of sweet hereafter, and he deserves the respect of every man in this 
country, and that argument of his will find its way into every home- 
stead in this land. It is now upon the wings of the wind, and every 
farmer in this country will take up the profound doctrines which this 
man so eloquently and so sincerely puts before the Tariff Commission, 
and the people will weigh them at their hearthstones and by their fire- 
sides,and there will fruit come of them for the benefit of this entire 
country. 

Mr. HOAR. I desire to ask the Senator if this argument which he 
now proposes to have read at the desk was not sent to every member 
of the Senate in print before we assembled; whether 1f has not been 
printed again for the use of the Senate, and therefore whether having 
it printed for the third time in this way is not simply a consumption 
of time, and not in the least a hearing? 

Mr. MORGAN. It is not brought in for the consumption of time. 
There has never yet been a finer statement of the question. 

Mr.WILLIAMS. WilltheSenatorallowmeamoment’? Asa farmer 
myself, I hope the Senator will insiston having the argument read, be- 
cause it is mighty good reading, much better expressed than I could 
do it. I hope the reading will continue. 

Mr. MORGAN. I concur in the views expressed by the Senator from 
Kentucky, and I do not think that argument will be answered in this 
Senate before the close of this debate. 

Mr. HOAR. It occurred to me that as it had been read a third time, 
it might now be engrossed. [ Laughter. } 


Mr. EDMUNDS. It might be passed. [Laughter. ] 
Mr. MORGAN, TheSenator from Massachusetts must recollect that | 
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the people throughout the United States have not got the facilities his 
people have got for receiving information, and when light does appear in 
the midst of such an enormous cloud of darkness as we have tollowed 
in this case, as all will concede, I suppose it is right that we should give 
utterance to it as often as we can. 

Mr. WILLIAMS. This is the only farmer who appeared before the 
ariitf Commission, and if the Senator from Alabama does not insist, | 
Will insist on the reading of his argument to the end. 

Mr. MORGAN. Oh, I insist on it. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The reading will proceed. 

rhe Acting Secretary continued the reading, as follows: 

The English merchantman goes out to all the ports of the world loaded down 
withevery species of human product, and returns with the seleeted productions of 
other climes, for consumption at home, either as food or raw material, or again 
to be re-exported to other lands having less commercial facilities than her own. 
Hence her successful commerce, her vast mereantile marine, 

Weare shut out from these markets by our higher-priced fabrics, and our ves 
sels go out half-loaded with our more crude products, and your own commerce 
languishes with your merchant marine almost banished from the ocean. And 
why should the policy of Government be inspired by this one interest at the ex 
pense of all others ? 

During our civil war the East was largely devoted to manufacturing, while 
the West was almost exclysively agricultural, and it was largely due to the brave, 
adventurous spirit of our More western soldiers that success fine lly crowned our 
arms. Later still, years after the war, while struggling along in doubt and de 
spair with our depreciated currency, it was our immense agricultural surplus 
wrenched from the soil by these same hard-handed, self-sacrificing yeomanry of 
the West, that turned the balance of foreign trade in our favor, enabling us to 
resume specie payments, while these same aristocratic bounty-loving manufnet 
urers scarcely furnished a bagatelle of their products for export 

This condition of things is inimical to the spirit of our institutions, as well as 
ady erse to the laboring masses, Theresources of government coming largely 
from your levy on importations not only increases their cost to the consumer but 
also the cost of all similar home productions without further compensation than 
& mere nominal increase of wages. You not only favor capital engaged in these 


| interests, but leave all capital intact and largely exempt from all contributions 


to the general burdens, thus favoring the accumulation of large estates, leaving 
labor in the future at the mercy of monepolists, with little chance to rise, You 
shut out the raw materials of other nations tothe prejudice of our ocean marine, 
leaving us for our exportation largely only our more crude productions, revers 
ing in this respect the policy of our more enlightened European competitors 
Your cotton and tobacco, your grain and other products, exhaust our soils of 
Vital principles, the cream of their fertility that can not be returned to (hem when 


| consumed abroad, and the débris, the excrement from their consumption, goes 
| to enrich the lands of Europe under their more careful system of husbandry. It 


is only seventy-five years since the center of wheat production was upon the 


| banks of the Hudson; it has already reached the basin of the Upper Mississippi, 


leaving behind the old States, largely exhausted of their wheat-growing capacity; 
and so of cotton also 

Aside from this, [have shown an advanced condition of things to the general 
farmer, inimical to the keeping up and improvement of the soil. We are com 
paratively a new country; but already the old States have lost their virgin fer 
tility, and nearly one-half of these lands are scarcely worth the owning 

Thavealways looked upon our vast Western areas as largely the living resources 
of future generations, rather than of our own, and that the policy of opening 
them up so rapidly to our exhaustive system of husbandry was all wrong. We 
must have something besides these crude products to meet our balance of trede 
with Europe: we must fabricate for othersthan ourselves. The crisisisalreads 
upon us, the balance of the year ending September 1, when compared with that 
of ’s!, being adverse to us by $150,000,000 nearly, leaving out of the count the pre 
cious metal Asa New Englander, I wish to see the basis of her prosperity es 
tablished on a more enduring basis; in capital, skill, and resources she is pre 
pared for the emergency that is upon us, but give her the opportunity and she 
will furnish her share in exportable resources to turn this overwhelming tice 
ugainst us 

You would naturally expect that interests so long petted would be able to stand 
alone; undoubtedly most of them are, and all should be; but this system of 
favoritsm is adverse to economical production. Extreme protits lead to extrava 
gance of management, joint-stock corporations with their watered stock, and in 
numerable official positions for the whole family circle. Instead of reserving 
their extreme profits to tide them through adverse times, they have either been 
distributed in lavish dividends or perhaps been diverted to other plants, or else 
absorbed by a consolidation with kindred interests of doubtful value, the minor 
stock interest being at the merey of the major one. 

There seems a community of interest and ways among our railroad and manu 
facturing magnates, and all their devices are largely either forthe concealment 
of their profits or for the perpetuation of their monopoly at the expense of the 
people at large 

Now, would the manufacturer suffer, especially would your more inland 
Western one suffer, from this reduction with a long inland line of transportation 
in their favor, with alltheiraccumulated resources to sustain them? All other 
capital commands reduced rates, and why not this? money yielding only about 
halfitsformerreturn?) Why not place a barrier on foreign capital as well as on for 
eign products, or so adjust matters that people of reduced incomes shall com 
mand their necessities at reduced rates also, 

If youare going to regulate and protect one interest at the expense of all others 
why not equalize the damage? Better, far better, confine yourselves to your 
legitimate constitutional duties; let all quackery go by the board, and leave 
labor, capital, and interests to adjust themselves as the laws of trade demand 
Inthe long run, individual and national prosperity lie in this direction. The 
motto isas pertinent tothe Government as to individuals: ** Mind your own busi- 
ness and leave others to care for theirs.” 


Mr. MORGAN. Mr. President, I have asked the attention of the 
Senate—— 

Mr. WILLIAMS. Will the Senator from Alabama allow mea word 
right there? I want simply to say that I have heard with great pleasure 
that argument which has been read from the only farmer who was ex- 


amined by the Tariff Commission. I cordially indorse and approve of 


everything he has said, and if it were proper in the Senate of the United 
States | would here to-day propose three cheers for the farmer from 


| Connecticut; but as [ can not do that, I will commend it to the whole 


country, to all the tax-payers in the nation, and especially to the far 
mers as the best speech that has been made or will be made by any man 
on that side of the question. It knocks the bottom entirely out of the 
whole theory of protection. 

Mr. MORGAN, Mr, President, I also heartily concur in the praise 








' 
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of that argument which I have caused to be read. The farming people 
of the Southern States have in reference to this subject the same mod- 
eration of opinion that this Connecticut farmer has. Our people have 
no prejudice against any other class of people. We do not desire to 
break down anybody else; we merely desire to have a living chance and 
to contribute our full quota to the support of this Government under 
whatever system of taxation may be adopted. 

Speaking now, sir, for the farmers of the South, to say nothing of any 
other class, I think I can claim that in all their history they have not 
shown the slighest disposition to aggress upon the rights of any other 
class of people or any other section of the country. They have been 
entirely content to enjoy what they could earn by hard labor, by fru- 
gality, by assiduous attention to business, by the cultivation of all the 
better virtues of our nature, both in respect to material prosperity and 
mental, social, and moral culture, and they have asked nothing of the 
Government except that in times of peace they might have a fair oppor- 
tunity to contribute to its prosperity, and in times of war to contribute 
to its defense. 

The agviculturists have furnished the soldiery of this country in all 
of its great wars. They have been made in a certain sense—I will not 
charge it as having been done with any purpose of breaking them down 
or injuring them-——but from the necessity of the case they have been 
made a prey to all the other industries of this land; all of the middle- 
men have been sustained by them, and the capital employed in all the 
different operations of manufactures have been sustained by them. The 
miners and the operatives are co-operatives with them, of course, in their 
labors and are absolutely indispensable, but there is an immense class 
of non-producers in the United States who draw their subsistence entirely 
from the agricultural classes. 

Now, sir, arrange this matter as you will, make any tariff that you 

can devi ise, and the great weight and burden of that tariff must  neces- 

sarily shoulder down at last upon the agricultural class. Instead of 
the Congress of the United States undertaking to devise means by 
which this class of people can be continually made to yield larger trib- 
ute, from a motive of natural regard and gratitude to this immense 
power and this immense class it seems to me that we should direct 
our attention more than we have done to the alleviation and regulation 
of their burdens. Let us not, Mr. President, make wealth for one class 
of this country at the expense of those men who, from the very nature 
of their calling and from the fact that they are scattered about, each 
man standing upon his own little farm independent of all the rest, are 
unable to combine together. One millionaire with his dollars can com- 
bine ten thousand operatives under his control, and it has been said, 
and I dare say truly, that he can control them in almost every action 
of their lives, particularly in their political action. 

You can not find a combination of 10,000 farmers in the United States, 
and since slavery has been abolished you can not find one man that con- 
trols absolutely a thousand laborers engaged in agriculture. The op- 
portunities for combination, even for the purpose of resistance against 
injustice, are absolutely denied to this class of people. They can not 
assemble through representatives of great numbers, they can not be 
heard except in the way that I have had the honor of presenting one of 
them to the Senate this afternoon, but when they are heard they come 
with truths in their hands, and this gentleman in particular has come 
before us with an appearance of sincerity and honesty which I think 
commends itself to every Senator here, and as to the ability with which 
he has expressed himself, and with which he has handled this great 
subject, I think that almost any Senator on this floor will find that he 
has a well-matched foe when he undertakes to antagonize him. 

Mr. HAWLEY. Mr. President, I rise positively with pain to say 
anything whatever on this matter, because I had made up my mind 
that I would sit still during the whole of this debate, speaking only 
directly to the point of a pending amendment, and I presume I ought 
to do so; but three Senators have done my noble little State the honor 
to make its capital and its farmers and its manufacturers and operatives 
the subject of theircomments. They do well to say that Mr. Goodwin 
has presented his argument very well indeed. I think they do well to 
admit that he has done it better than they could and done it as wellas 
any man in the Senate could present that view; certainly better than 
any Democrat has presented it yet in this Chamber. 

Such, sir, are the farmers of Connecticut, bred under her common 
schools and her protective tariff. Unfortunately, however, the majority 
of that worthy and excellent class of citizens happen to vote the Repab- 
lican ticket with great vigor and determination. That Connecticut is 
not a State ten or twenty thousand Republican in its annual vote is 
not the fault of the men of Connecticut names like Mr. Goodwin, and 
of Connecticut descent and of Connecticut training. I have no fault to 
find with what a foreign vote may bring us, for we started to admitall 
men, and I cling to the doctrine yet for the Chinaman or anybody else; 
but the majority of the Democratic vote of Connecticut does not come 
from men like Mr. Goodwin; it comes from that foreign element, wel- 
come among us, which makes from a quarter to a third of our total 
vote. The farmers that these gentlemen do well to compliment are, a 
large majority of them, staunch puritan Republicans—abolitionists, a 
great manyofthem. Iam happy to hear that the Senator from North 


_ ness, is added to either in the transportation. 








Carolinais practically an abolitionist, preaching the doctrine that brought 
bsickbats and rotten eggs twenty-five years ago by declaring for the ab- 
solute equality of all men and the payment of just wages to every man 
whom God made, no matter what his color or race. 

I doubt very much whether our excellent friend Mr. Goodwin, who, 
I think, is mistaken, ever sent one pound of his products to a foreign 
market. I doubt whether he ever sent $500 worth of them outside even 
of Connecticut to a market, unless it might be some of his excellent 
Litchfield County mutton to the city of New York. I do not know the 
gentleman, and I say that upon a guess, because Litchfield County is 
traversed by rough mountain ridges, rising often to 3,000 feet, from 
which Mr. Barnum cuts his wood for his iron mines, and each of the 
little fertile strips of valley has in it a little stream that is vexed from 
its source to the sea by the wheels it has to turn in manufacturing, and 
a farmer can not get to the railroad and he can not get to New York or 
to Massachusetts without having an offer for his butter and his eggs 
and his potatoes and his sheep and his beef. There are towns there, 
hill towns, in all that region, where there happens to be perhaps not a 
single manufacturing establishment in the town—all are farmers. 

Ifit were not for the manufacturing villageson their borders their farms 
would notsell for ten cents on the dollar of their present valuation, because 
they can not carry their goods any distance and get a price for them in 
competition with the illimitable wealth of the great West that rol!s 
down % us and brings beef even to those very farmers’ doors some- 
times. They can not compete with the West in a foreign market, they 
can not compete with it at Cincinnati or at Cleveland or at Saint Louis 
or in the New York market. Their market is found at the boarding 
houses of the factories and the villages that cluster around every man- 
ufacturing establishment, and there is no class of men—gentlemen very 
well compliment them for intelligence—who better understand that 
the very life-blood of Connecticut depends upon a diversified industry. 
A large portion of our soil is rocky and hilly, some of it delightfully fer- 
tile; but ours are a people of mixed pursuits of all kinds. I doubt 
whether there is an equal population in the world that makes so many 
different articles. In that way they get their living. Nor is there a 
class of people, all things considered, who have more diligently studied 
these questions of political economy. 

Iam sorry to say that one of the Senators who has spoken has ex- 
hibited a very remarkable misapprehension of some of the ordinary 
figures of commercial reports. I am afraid in the good Old North State, 
of which I shall always speak with respect as the State of my mother, 
there are very few establishments that have occasion to quote stock 
above par. I am afraid it has a very limited number of corporations 
of any kind that have occasion to quote stock of any sort. It is too ex- 
clusiv ely an agricultural State. The honorable Senator from Massa- 
chusetts has well called attention to the water-power there, that sur- 
passes Holyoke and Lawrence, unimproved. 

The Senator from North Carolina quoted froma paper which I judge he 
thought to be one that I owned a part of, trom the way he looked over to 
me and inquired, and of course therefore the market reports are correct in 
it. He quoted the Hartford Carpet Company as having madea dividend 


| of 257 per cent., and then, on further examination, he decided that was 


the market price of the stock and that there must be something ex- 
traordinary about a coneern whose stock was up to 257. The explana- 
tion is very simple indeed. Thatconcern failed some years ago; it went 
down with an overwhelming crash in utter bankruptcy, after having 
struggled under some of the ablest managers that New England hasever 
given toany manufacturing establishment. It passed intothe hands of 
the predecessors of the present holders, many of them the present holders, 
at less than one-third, less than one-fourth of what it had cost. The 
capital of that concern to-day, which is a million and a half (it may 
be just a fraction above or below, but I think it is just a million and a 
half), represents property that could not be replaced for $5,000,000. 
Put it even at four and a half millions and the present dividend is 
about 5 per cent.; the regular stated dividend is at present about 5 per 
cent. on the true, honest cost and value of that concern. The company 
may beable to make a 16 per cent. dividend. It looks very large, but 
nobody is able to get that stoek without paying from 250 to 280 for it. 
There is no violation of sound principles of political economy in that. 
There is nothing for which those aristocratic corporators are in any re- 
spect to blame. They are wisely, most indefatigably managing that 
concern, and they give employment toand make a market for many thou- 
sands of people around them, including the farmers in that portion of 
the country who bring their products to market at Thompsonville. 

I am a little surprised that gentlemen seem to think that transporta- 
tion is a blessing and a profit instead of being as it truly is a burden 
and a loss. What good does it do anybody to carry the products of the 
farmers of this New World 3,000 miles across the ocean? What good 
does it do anybody to bring the articles there purchased 3,000 miles 
back across the ocean? Not one farthing of value, nothing of useful- 
It is a dead loss to every- 
body engaged in it except the carriers. If it can be avoided—it is a su- 
preme folly if there be any reasonable way by which we can avoid it 
and bring the consumer and producer as next-door neighbors to each 
other. It would be just as foolish to employ commerce to exchange 
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these products as it would be to carry a stone on one side of a meal bag 
and corn on the other on the way to the mill. 

Let us suppose a town of farmers on one side of a mountain, and 
upon the other side a town of manufacturers, cabinet-makers, black- 
smiths, weavers, carpenters, and all that classof men. There is natur- 
ally enough started between them a long string of wagons which will 
cross the mountain from one side to the other and back again. That 
is commerce. It is very delightful, it is profitable doubtless to the 
wagoners, it is absolutely indispensable to the people of the two towns, 
one on each side of the mountain. But by and by some radical pro- 
tectionist discovers that it would be a good thing to bring over some of 
the mechanics and manufacturers to the farming town and take some 
of the farmers over to the other town. 
with a crash goes this invaluable commerce, the one hundred six-horse 
wagons are for sale, for they are no longer needed, and the people of the 
two towns become thousands of dollars richer by being able to dispense 
with the cartage between the two places. 

On a larger scale that is just exactly international commerce. 
is no more reason in the world why we should carry wheat, corn, beef, 
pork, and flour from the Ohio, Mississippi, and Missouri Valleys over to 
Europe to buy there our cotton and woolen goods than why the two 
towns of which I have spoken should continue, one wholly farming and 
the other wholly manufacturing, within five miles of each other but with 
a mountain between. There is no more reason than there would be in 
putting a grindstone in one end of the meal-bag and the corn in the 
other, That is the very foundation of the rightfully taught doctrine ot 
protection, and that is all there is to it. 

There has been a great dealsaid about my people one way and another. 
The Senator from Alabama intimated just now that some of the manu- 
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The moment that is done, down | 


There | 


facturers could employ or did employ perhaps 10,000 people whom they | 


governed and controlled in all the relations of life, even including their 
votes. What a monstrous misconception that is! I do in all sincerity 
invite the Senator to come and spend a fortnight with me next summer; 
but I would not introduce him to one of those very intelligent and numer- 
ous audiences of Yankee farmers and mechanics by reading that extract 
from his speech. They would resent it as personally offensive to them. 
There is no manufacturer nor any man, bishop or king, much less states- 
man or politician, who can control their votes. The man who wants 
their votes must address them with as much courtesy and evena little 
more care as to expressions than he would use in the Supreme Court of 
the United States. 
vote as they please. It so happens that some of our largest and most 
prosperous manufacturing towns give a heavy democratic majority with 
aristocratic, grasping, dominating, slave-holding manufacturers sitting 
right by and looking on utterly helpless, and they see elections go in a 
manner that they sincerely believe to be for the destruction of their own 
business sometimes. 

A manufacturer will see two, three, or four hundred men march out 
of his shop doors at noon and go and vote between 12 and 1 o'clock so 
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$1,000, 24,000, one-sixth of the other number. Not to read further but 
to give a summary, the total number of depositors is 225,366 out of 
622,000 people, and $84,000,000 is due these operatives, these ground- 
down operatives, the people who are made to vote and work as their 
masters please ! 

I have heard it said in my town that the Irish girls own the city 
There is bank after bank there, and one with which I had a nominal 
connection for a time, has $8,000,000 denosits, and these operatives, 
of which so much has been said in a deprecating way as not knowing 
how to get what was due them for wages, had the majority of that sum 
in their possession, and nearly every place in Hartford was mortgaged 
more or less for funds taken from these various savings-banks. The 
money on deposit amounts to $130 apiece tor every man, woman, and 
child in Connecticut, and it amounts to $370 apiece tor the 225.000 de 
positors. Sir, lam very proud of this record lhere are very tew peo 
ple who can show such a wholesome diffusion, [| will not say of wealth, 
but of something of the means of comfortable living 

A word or two as to the foreigners who come to us When they get 
here they do not come, the majority of them, from what may properly 
be called the pauper labor of Europe, because they had enough to get 
here and in many cases they had some well-known means of getting a 
living. They come here and perhaps at first are willing to be employed 
at a less price than the American mechanics and operatives whom they 
find around them, because they can live upon a lower scale, and are very 
glad to get a sum which seems so much larger than what they got in 
their old homes, but only a short time elapses before they demand, and 
will have, of course, as they get accustomed to their work, all that 
anybody gets. For a time they save money faster than any Americans, 
but very soon the young girls desire todress as well as anybody in going 
to church, and the boys at school must have their sleds and bats and 
school-books, and there must be a carpet in the house, and some engrav- 
ing on the wall and a good Yankee clock there also, and so on and soon, 
and in two or three years the home is transformed and they are living 
like Yankee mechanics and operatives, and spending just as much money 
as they; and it is they also who are keeping up this $84,000,000 of de 
posits, which they use to bring over more and more people of that sort, 


; and [ am very glad of it 


It is distinctly understood among them that they | 


| wife, industrious people, lived 


that they may lose no time, and every one of them vote in opposition | 


to the party that he believes necessary for the wise government of the 
country. I can not say that they vote free-trade doctrine, for I am 
happy tosay that the free-trader is very scarce indeed in Connecticut in 
every party. Mr. Goodwin appears asone. It is a name long honored 
in the State. My people have tilled that soil for two hundred years, 
and my grandfather and his grandfather and his grandfather before him 
never had time to write an essay as longas that in the summer months, 
during which it was written. I doubt very much whether Mr. Good- 
win earned his money and earned his leisure and earned his farm in the 
pursuit of farming in Connecticut. 

Several Senators have spoken as if our operatives there were very 


| 


much oppressed, and as if somebody else took all the profits of the busi- | 


ness. Some gentleman read a proposition, or what would be a proposi- 
tion if he could see any practicable way of carrying it out, to divide 
the enormous profit of 50 per cent. that the manufacturers make, with 
the laborer. Do not let him be alarmed about these people not getting 
their share of whatever good is going on. They know what the manu- 
facturer makes. We have never hadaseriousstrikein my State. When- 
ever the manufacturers see that they can fairly afford to raise the prices 
of labor, they are pretty apt to be informed of it, but in a great many 
cases they anticipate the workmen, and are willing to grant it, and then 
they have within their power the proposition to ask them to permit a 
reduction when the time for it comes. I know village after village 
where the wages rise and fall with the prosperity or decadence of busi- 
ness, without disturbance of any kind whatever. The operatives man- 
age under the wisdom of that arrangement to get what is practical co- 
operation, a fair share of the profits of the business. 

Let us see whether this shows in any other respect in my little State. 
Our population is 622,000 by the lastcensus. I will not go into statis- 
ties except in one little matter. We have eighty-five savings-banks, as 
shown by the official report, in which the total deposits are $30,522,000 
and $3,435,000 interest due, making due the depositors $84,000,000 at 
the last annual report. The number of depositors having $500 or less— 
this is scattered among the poor people—is 176,963. 


I may say that by the second generation a great many of them lose 
the principal characteristics which distinguished them as foreigners; you 
can not tell them from our own people | know well a place, and it is 
an illustration of what has occurred in a million cases, where thirty 
years ago, in a small cabin by the side of a railroad, an Irishman and his 
They have gone; 
one of the best dentists to be foundin Connecticut 
asuperintendent on the railroad successful lawver, and 
the otheranadmirable telegrapher. Those are the tour black-haired Irish 
boys who came out of that cabin thirty years ago. That istheimmigra 
ation we desire to bring and that is the kind of transmutation that com 
mon schools and protective tariffS bless the poor people of Europe with 

Mr. HARRISON. I believe it was agreed that the paragraph under 
consideration should be passed over at the request of the chairman of 
the Committee on Finance 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore 

Mr. HARRISON 
after line 474 

Mr. VANCE. Do TI understand the Chair to say that the paragraph 
has been passed over ? 

The PRESIDENT pro te mpore 
ment. 

Mr. VANCE. It has been passed over for the present by agreement ? 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. Yes, sir. The amendment of the 
Senator from Indiana [ Mr. HARRISON ] will be reported 

The ACTING SECRETARY. At the end of line 474 it is proposed to 
add : 


but one of the sons is 
one of them has been 
one ot them is a 


That was the understanding 


Then I desire tooffer an amendment, to come in 


So the Chair understands, by agree- 


Fluted, rolled, or rough plate-glass, not including crown, cylinder, or common 
window-glass, not exceeding 10 by 15 inches square, 75 cents per 100 square feet 
above that, and not exceeding 16 by 24 inches square, | cent per square foot 
above that, and not exceeding 24 by 30 inches square, | 


} cents per square foot; 
all above that, 2 cents per square foot 


And all fluted, rolled. or rough plate 


| glass, weighing over 100 pounds per 100 square feet, shall pay an additional duty 
| & g I I i I ) 


| which has been upon the free-list 


| 


on the excess at the same rates here imposed. 


Mr. BECK. Is that to be an independent amendment or part of the 
paragraph which has been passed over? 

Mr. HARRISON. 
sion. 

Mr. MORRILL. I may say that the Tariff Commission entirely 
omitted the description of rough plate-glass, and it was also omitted by 
the Committee on Finance 

Mr. HARRISON. In offering this amendment I have simply taken 
the existing law, which I have copied literally as it stands upon the 
statute-book to-day. Itisnotintroducing into the tariff-list an article 
) nor is it an attempt to increase the 
duty that now exists upon this unpolished glass 

I desire while | am upon the floor and this amendment is pending to 


It is an independent paragraph to supply an omis 


The amount of | call attention to a few facts in relation to the manufacture of window- 


such deposits is $21,000,000; depositors having over $500 and less than | glass, as some assault has been made upon those duties in anticipation, 
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for we have only now arrived at this article in the list. I have before 
me Census Bulletin No. 118, which is devoted to a consideration of the 
manufacture of glass. Upon the second page of that bulletin I find 
the statistics as to the manufacture of plate-glass in the United States 
in the census year. 

There were six establishments only. The capital invested was 
$2,587,000; the material used in the manufacture amounted to $438,- 
157; the wages paid, $292,253. In other words, the aggregate of ma- 
terial and wages in this manufacture was $730,710. The total value of | 
the product is stated here to be $868,305, leaving a surplus of $137,595 
to represent the profits of this business, provided we do not take into | 
account those items of the cost of manufacture which were alluded to | 
the other day by the Senator from Maine. This includes simply the 
two items of material and labor. It does not include the item of in- 
surance, the item of the wear and tear of machinery, the item of freights 
or commission, nor taxes. All these items are omitted. I have no 
means of ascertaining what should be added on that account, but if we 
were to calculate the profits here simply, as the Senator from Kentucky 
has done in the discussion of kindred questions, it must be apparent to 
the Senate that the profit realized upon the manufacture of plate-glass 
is, as Mr. De Pauw in his statement to the commission fixes it, not more 
than 5 per cent. 

Mr. WILLIAMS. Will the Senator be interrupted if I ask him a 
single question right there? 

Mr. HARRISON. Not at all. 

Mr. WILLIAMS. 
protection here every Senator without a single exception who has un- 
dertaken to give the profits of manufacturing has set down the amount 
of material purchased, the cost of the labor employed, and the amount 
of production sold. If you take the cost of the material and the cost of 
the labor from the gross amount sold, it certainly leaves the gross profits 
of the concern. Now, I say not one single one of you, from the begin- 
ning of this discussion to the present moment, continuing all during the 
last session of Congress, has attempted to give a detailed statement of 
the other cost connected with the manutacture of wool, iron, cotton, or 
any other subject. They give us the gross protits. 

Mr. HARRISON. The Senator trom Kentucky advises us with con- 
siderable pride that he is a farmer. IT fear that if he were a manutact- 
urer at the head of any manutacturing concern, and undertook to de- 
clare a dividend upon the residue left atter deducting the cost of the 
material and the cost of the labor at the end of the year, he would have 
a bankrupt establishment on his hands before very long. 

Mr. WILLIAMS. 
keep an account of all the stock I buy, of all the labor I hire, and an 
account of everything T sell, and taking one trom the other is my gross 
farming profit. 
way the calculation of the manufacturing establishment is made. 
ever is the balance left to me, I call the profit on my farm. 

Mr. HARRISON. The Senator from Kentucky is giving us an ac- 
count of how he keeps the profit and loss account in farming. I think 
that if in the beginning of the year he paid $100 for an animal, and that 
animal died during the year, he would prabably take that loss into ac- 
count when he came to make up his profit and loss. Just so in every 
manufacturing establishment. There is machinery that is wearing out. 
It constituted at the beginning of the year a part of the plant; it is ex- 
hausted during the year, and yet it does not enter either into the item 
of wages or material. 

The percentage of waste in running any establishment is very great, 
and no prudent man, no man who understands how to keep such an 
account, would fail at the end of the year to take that into considera- 
tion. I think he would also take into account the item of taxes paid 
on moneys invested. These great establishments pay very large sums 
in the way of local and municipal taxes. Would not the Senator de- 
duct them, or would he regard that money as cash in the treasury and 
divide it to the stockholders at the end of the year? It is perfectly 
plain to every one who will think of it fora moment that the items 
mentioned, the wages and materials, do not by any means constitute 
the entire aggregate which should be deducted from the gross product 
of the year in order to ascertain the actual profits. 

Mr. WILLIAMS. I say to the Senator, if I should calculate all my 
traveling expenses, hotel bills, and expenses at the springs in the sum- 
mer, | would not make one-half per cent., nor would anybody; but the 
true way to make the calculation is what you get more than you pay 
out. That is the way to keep every account, and it is a fair statement. 

Mr. HARRISON. 
account much that he must pay out every year. 

Mr. WILLIAMS. Ifa further detailed statement is required to show 


What- 


the exact profits of the concern, why do Senators who advocate the | 


system not give it tous? Not one of you have done it, although you 
have been discussing this question now for twelve months. 

Mr. HARRISON. [submit it is clear to every Senator who will think 
for a moment that in addition to the items of material and labor there are 
deductions which must be made from the gross profits of the year in 
order to arrive at the true net profit. I have stated that the profit, 
after taking out these two items only upon the two and one-half mill- 
jons invested in the plate-glass business, was only $137,000, 


I notice in all the speeches made by the friends of | 


May I say tothe Senator that [ama farmer? I | 


That is the way I make my calculation, and that is the | 


The Senator is exactly right, but he leaves out of 


I want to say only a word or two further about this industry. 

Mr. WILLIAMS. I will ask the Senator if he does not take out of 
that the salary of himself and his sons and his kinfolk who are presi 
dent and vice-president and secretary and clerk of this establishment 
and all that sort of thing? The very establishments themselves have 
to pay these large salaries, and I ask if he does not take them out of 
the net profits ? 

Mr. HARRISON. Inrunning any incorporated concern undoubted!) 
the salaries paid to officers must be deducted. That would not be true 
in any business conducted by «a mere partnership. In this industry it 
is true—I challenge contradiction—that up to so late as the year 1875 
no plate-glass establishment in America had made one dollar. They 


had made losses up to that year. There had been no profit made by 


any one engaged in this manuiacture. Up to that time the single es- 
tablishment at New Albany had sunk more than half a million dollars. 
It has been made successful simply by the energy and determination of 
Mr. De Pauw, by the fact that he spentalong time in Europe inquiring 
into the methods of their manufacture, and by the fact that he had to 
borrow the money he sunk until he made the business remunerative, 
and then in a very low degree. Here is an industry, then, that under 
the tariff under which we are now operating has not realized, since it 
began to pay, any profit over 5 per cent. to those who are pursuing it. 

The statistics are given also as tothe amount paid for labor here and 
abroad. I will not detain the Senate to read the details, but it is true 
to-day that the different classes of operatives in these glass-works are 
paid twice the wages that the same class of laborers in England receive 
in England and three times as much as they receive in Belgium and 
France. 

The question is put sharply and clearly in the shape of this industry. 
It is not asking any increase of the tariff, it is asking simply that the 
present duties may remain as they are. Is it too much that they ask, 
when under the protection of these duties there has not been in any 
year since 1879, when the first profits were realized, over 5 per cent. 
realized on the capital invested by any one? Does any Senator believe 
that if these duties are lowered the industry can be continued at all 
with as narrow a margin of profit as 5 per cent.” Does any Senator be 
lieve that any reduction of these taxes wouid not absolutely close, and 
speedily close, every manutactory of plate-glass in the United States? 

This is no case of a monopoly: this is no case where under a protective 
duty men have accumulated fortunes; it is a case where capital has been 
| but poorly remunerated, and where I dare say there is not one of the 
establishments as this evidence shows which has recovered the actual 
losses it incurred in starting the business. 

In addition, it appears in evidence here as to the cost of this material, 
| plate-glass, that some description of it is not more than one-third what 
it was when the tariff duty was imposed; other descriptions of it are 
not selling for more than one-half. I move this amendment and make 
| this plea in behalf of an industry that is scarcely upon its feet; an in- 
dustry that will inevitably be brought down to a narrow margin of protit 
to those who now conduct the business and who are most careful and 
best skilled in the manuticture of plate-glass, and if that margin is 
removed by any reduction of duty it is the end of the business. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr. MILLER, of California, in the 
chair). The question is on agreeing to the amendment of the Senator 
from Indiana. [Putting thequestion.] The ‘‘ayes’’ seem to have it. 
The ‘‘ayes’’ have it. 

Mr. COKE. I ask for the yeas and nays. [‘‘No!’’ ‘No!’’] 

Mr. ALLISON. I think the Senator from Texas did not hear the 
explanation of the Senator from Indiana, which is that this is an omitted 
article, and is put into the bill at the same rate now provided by law. 

Mr. HARRISON. Precisely. My amendment is an exact literal 
copy of the statute as it stands now. 

Mr. ALLISON. It was omitted in the schedule of the present bill. 

Mr. GEORGE. What was omitted? 

Mr. MORRILL. Rough plate-glass was omitted by the Tariff Com- 
‘nission and then omitted by the Finance Committee, which did not 
discover the omission until after the bill was reported. 

Mr. VANCE. 
people forget it, if it escaped the committee. 

Mr. SHERMAN. It would have been covered by a higher rate if it 
had not been. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Chair understands that the Sena 
tor from Texas does not insist upon a call of the yeas and nays, and the 
amendment is agreed to. 

__ Mr. BUTLER (at 5 o’clock and 17 minutes p. m.). 
Senate adjourn. 
| Mr. HARRISON. Was the vote announced on my amendment’ 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The amendment is adopted. 

Mr. MORRILL. I hope the Senator from South Carolina will allow 
us to finish this schedule. There are but two items more to be voted 
on, I believe. 

Mr. BUTLER. 


I move that the 


I do not think we shall be able to do that this even 


Mir. MORRILL, I think it will take but a moment. 
Mr. SHERMAN. And then we can adjourn. 
Mr. BUTLER. I do not like to be disobliging to the Senator from 





I should say, then, it was not very badly needed if 
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Vermont, but I have no idea we can finish this schedule to-night. It | Mr. MORRILL. By accident; for we intended to make it precisely 


is getting dark and is very cold, and my friend from Alabama [Mr. | 


PUGH] says it is slippery out of doors. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Does theSenator from South Carolina 
insist on the motion ? 

Mr. BUTLER. I will withhold it for the present. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The motion to adjourn is withdrawn, 
and the reading will proceed. 

Thenextitem, from line 475 to line 483, inclusive, was read, as follows: 

Cast polished plate-glass, unsilvered, not exceeding 10 by 15 inches square, 3 
cents per square foot; above that, and not exceeding 16 by 24 inches square, 5 
cents per square foot; above that, and not exceeding 24 by 30 inches square, 8 
cents per square foot; above that, and not exceeding 24 by 60 inches square, 20 
cents per square foot; all above that, 40 cents per square foot. 

Mr. MORRILL. I desire to say that it was the intention of the Com- 
mittee on Finance tomake this precisely according to the present duties, 


but there was a misprint in the document that was ordered to be | 


printed by the Senate, which misled the committee. The rate on line 
181 should be 25 cents, andon line 482, 50cents. 1 therefore move, in line 
1X1, after ‘‘twenty,’’ to insert *‘five,’’ so as to read ‘*25 cents per square 
foot;’’ and in line 482 to strike out ‘‘forty’’ and insert **fifty,’’ so as to 
read “all above that, 50 cents per square foot.’’ 

Mr. MORGAN. I should like to ask the chairman of the committee 
why it is that a specific duty is put on this article, inasmuch as there 
appears to be no classification in the article itself, but only in the num- 
ber of square feet ? 

Mr. MORRILL. This has been the duty for a good many years. 

Mr. MORGAN. I understand that. 

Mr. MORRILL. We merely propose to reinstate it exactly as the 
law now is. 

Mr. MORGAN. Would not an ad valorem duty give the people here 
the benefit of a reduction of prices abroad ? 

Mr. MORRILL. The large size glass articles are expensive and are 
luxuries, and bought only by those who are amply able to pay tor them. 

Mr. MORGAN. I know that, and the merchants of course charge 
up the duty on their customers. I merely wanted to know whiy it is 
that a specific duty is made applicable to this description of product. 
It seems to me an ad valorem duty would be more appropriate. 

Mr. INGALLS. It isonly 120 per cent. ad valorem. 

Mr. MORGAN. That isall. Ido not object to the amount of duty, 
it is only the way of putting it. If there should be any reduction in 
the prices of foreign manufacture, it seems to me our people ought to 
have the benefit of it. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. If there be no objection the item will 
be considered agreed to. 

The next item was read, being to insert, from line 484 to line 492: 

Cast polished plate-glass, silvered, or looking-glass plates, not exceeding LO by 
15 inches square, 4 cents persquare foot; above that, and not exceeding 16 by 24 
inches square, 6 cents per square foot; above that,and not exceeding 24 by 30 
inches square, 10 cents per square foot; above that, and not exceeding 24 by 60 
inches square, 35 cents per square foot; all above that, 60 cents per square foot 

Mr. BECK. I only desire to say that in that provision, ‘‘ above 24 
by 30 inches, and not above 24 by 60,’’ the rate is 80 per cent. Iam 
not sure that attention was called to it or whether anybody objects to 
that high rate, but that is the rate we are fixing. 

Mr. VANCE. I think it would be but fair, if we leave open one par- 
agraph for the benefit of the chairman of the committee, that this par- 
agraph should be also left open. 

Mr. MORRILL. I will say to the Senator from North Carolina that 
we shall come back again to the cylinder and common glass, and | 
should be glad to get through with this schedule to-night. This clause 
proposes exactly the rate of duty which now exists, and does not make 


an addition, as we have done upon crockery, in consequence of the with- | 


drawal of the duties which have been heretofore imposed upon packages 
and upon inland transportation and various other charges. 

Mr. VANCE. The chairman of the committee did not hear all I 
had to say. 

Mr. MORRILL. This will really be a reduction in point of fact and 
practically of not less than 10 per cent. 

Mr. VANCE. I simply wanted to suggest that it would be fair to 
the rest of us that after we have disposed of the reserved items we 
might have the privilege of offering any amendment that might then 
be necessary in the subsequent paragraphs. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. That right will exist in the Senate. 
_ Mr. MORRILL. The Senator will have an opportunity to do that 
in the Senate hereafter, if he chooses. 

Mr. BECK. There was one paragraph passed over that I desire to 
call attention to. The Senator from Alabama asked a question about 
it. We propose to increase all not above 24 by 60 to 25 cents, which 
is a large importation. All above that we had made it 40 cents per 
square foot in committee, and have just now made it 50 cents. That 
appears by the official returns to be 120.93 per cent. I was anxious 
to hear something about that and thought that was one of the reserved 
questions. 

Mr. MORRILL. No, sir. 

Mr. BECK. Then I insist that we shall have an explanation of that. 
The committee made it 40 cents, 


according to the present law, and if there had not been a misprint in 
the document it would have been so made originally. 

Mr. BECK. The tact that we did not have the document betore us 
and passed over it was one of the reasons why I supposed it would be 
be passed over now and conx up to-morrow Morning 

Mr. MORRILL. We had the document that was misprinted before 
us; the first one that was published 


Mr. BECK. Is there an error in the print of 120.93 percent. ? 


Mr. MORRILL. 1 do not know as to that, for | have made no com 
putation. 

Mr. BECK Phat is the way it appears in the table I hold in my 
hand. If it is in tact 120 per cent., | think we ought to look at that in 


connection with the other matter in the morning 


That seems to me 
to be a very unreasonable percentag: 


Mr. HARRISON What line is the Senator calling attention to? 


Mr. BECK. Line 482, which the committee made 40 cents per square 
foot, and it is now said to have been a mistake in making it 40, all 
above 24 by 60 inches Phat is larger than all the others put together 


Mr. CALL. How much is it decreased 

Mr. BECK, We lowered it from 50 to 40 cents, the present rate of 
duty being 120.93 per cent., but now it is suggested to go back to 50 
cents and still keep that rate up. As we are looking over some of the 
other items, I should like to look at that in the morning 

Mr. MORRILL. I only desire to make a little progress each day. 
It is so small that I can hardly see it when I come here again next 
morning 

Mr. BECK. That involves an importation of $601,663 in value, and 
the duties collected amounted to $727,609, showing that we collect $126, 
000 more duty than the article itself was valuedat. I thought that was 
one of the things we were to look at hereatter, and that is the reason why 
L was not paying as much attention at the moment as L otherwise would 
have done Phat seems like an enormous duty, being $126,000 more 
money in duty than the articles themselves are worth. I should like 
to look at it It may be all right 

Mr. VOORHEES. I have no © figuresat hand; I had them at one 
time; | have had them hunted for t ernoon, but without finding 


them. The figures as I sew them and estimated them made the pet 
centage that the Senator sp 120 about 55 I think there is an 
error, but Lam not prep Lito demonstrate it by figures at Uhis mo- 
ment. I think that is uw mistake I know that when Mr. De Pauw 
was here he insisted that t rite vould not be over 55 per cent upon 
the article which the Senator trom Kentucky now speaks of, and he 
submitted his figures in proofor his statement, but [ have not got them 
now. 

Mr. BECK. That is an additional reason why we should pass over 
the item until to-morrow morning 

Mr. VOORHEES lam not combating that 


Mr. BECK. I thought at the time the Senator from Alabama asked 
a question in. regard to that particular item, 

Mr. MORRILL. At the request of a member of the committee T can 
not refuse to leave the item unacted on to-night, but | want to finish 
the schedule betore we adjourn. 

Mr. BECK. If it turns out right I shall have nothing to say. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The paragraph has been already 
amended. 

Mr. MORRILL. Would it not suit the Senator from Kentucky as 
well to regard the item as agreed to, and hereafter when the bill comes 
into the Senate the item will be open to amendment ? 

Mr BECK. No, because if there is a mistake in it, as the Senator's 
colleague on the committe thinks there is after looking at the figures, 
and as he has said to members of the committee he is advised, | think 
we ought to look at the matter if he finds them inthe morning. If he 
does not, and still further time is desired, it might be reserved in the 
Senate: but I should like to leave it open until to-morrow morning. | 
think that would be satisfactory to the Senator from Indiana | M1 
VOORHEES ] 

Mr. VOORHEES. Yes. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Senator from Kentucky suggests 
that action be reserved on this clause ending with line 4"2 

Mr. BECK. That portion which changes the rate from 40 cents to 
50 cents. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. It will be reserved until to-morrow if 
there is no objection. The Chair hears none 

The item from line 493 to line 497 was read and agreed to, as follows 


But no looking-glass plates or plate-glass, silvered, when framed, shall pay a 
less rate of duty than that imposed upon simular iss of like deseription not 
framed, but shall be liable to pay, in addition thereto, 30 per cent. ad valorem 


upon such frames. 
The following item, from line 49% to line 502, inclusive, was read 
Porcelain and Bohemian glass, painted glass-ware, stained glass, and all other 
manufactures of glass or of which glass shall be the component material of 
chief value, not specially enumerated or provided for in this act, 45 per cent 
ad valorem. 
Mr. ALLISON. That is an increase of 5 per cent. I suggest to the 
Senator from Vermont that must bea mistake, It is 40 per cent. now, 
Mr. BECK. It is now 40 per cent, 
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Mr. MORRILL. But it is only an increase of 5 per cent., and the 
deductions to be made from the duty in consequence of packages, &c., 
will be more than 5 per cent. 

Mr. PLATT. It is a reduction of 5 per cent. from the recommenda- 
tion of the Tariff Commission ? 

Mr. MORRILL. Yes. 

Mr. PLATT. The Tariff Commission recommended that it be 50 per 
cent. 

Mr. ALDRICH. 
iff Commission. 

Mr. ALLISON. 
law is 40 per cent. 

Mr. ALDRICH. The increase was made on account of the difference 
made by taking off the duty on packages and inland freight. 

Mr. ALLISON. I merely call attention to it. L understood the Sen- 
ator from Vermont to say it was the intention to leave this article just 
as the existing law leaves it. 

Mr. MORRILL. ‘That was as to plate-glass. 

Mr. BECK. The present rate of duty is 40 per cent. or 45 per cent., 
depending upon how you count it! This is 124 per cent. increase in the 
duty, 5 per cent. upon the value of the article. We obtain now upon 
that class of articles $698,449.68 in revenue, and if we import at the 
rate of duty proposed the same quantity we have imported this year 
we shall obtain $782,041, an increase of $83,592 on the same amount, 
making on this whole schedule taken together a very large increase—I 
have not figured it up, but somewhere near a million of dollars in- 
crease, about as much increase on this little schedule as we take off all 
the chemicals put together. Unless it is necessary for some purpose, I 
hardly see why that should be done, 2nd unless there is great urgency 
about voting on it now I should like very much to have it looked at 
carefully in the morning with the other classes in the schedule, to see 
whether we ought to increase this item to 45 percent. Ido not think 
we ought. I think 40 percent. is enough on the unenumerated articles. 
I wish the vote may not be taken on this now. 

Mr. SEWELL. I desire to add ‘‘ chemical glass-ware ’’ to the sched- 
ule under consideration. It is the finest glass manufactured in this 
country at the present time. It is about as thin as a wafer, and is made 
for chemical tests. I move to amend by inserting after ‘‘ Bohemian 
giass,’’ in line 498, ** chemical glass-ware.”’ 

Mr. MORRILL. It would be included in the last part of the clause. 

Mr. SEWELL. I would prefer to have it named in the schedule. 

Mr. BECK. That may be all very proper; but what I desired to call 
attention to was this: The clause is ‘porcelain and Bohemian glass- 
ware;’’ the amendment now adds *‘ chemical glass-ware’’ and ‘‘ painted 
glass-ware.’’ Perhaps if we were hunting for revenue these things 
might stand 45 per cent. ad valorem; but im connection with that is 
‘all other manufactures of glass or of which glass shall be the com- 
ponent material of chief value, not specially enumerated or provided 
for in this act;’’ no matter how plain it may be, no matter how com- 
mon it may be, it is to be increased from 40 to 45 per cent., or 125 per 
cent. added to the present rate. I am not sure but that “* porcelain and 
Bohemian glass and painted glass-ware,’’ together with the amendment 
of the Senator from New Jersey, might not be included in a class that 
perhaps if we desired to raise revenue, being hard pushed, might be put 
at 45 per cent.; but surely the unenumerated articles, many of which 
may be of a very cheap character, ought not to be raised above the pres- 
ent rate unless there is some very special reason for it. 

Mr. SEWELL. I will say fo the Senator from Kentucky that the 
glass-ware which I desire to put in the clause is used for chemical tests. 
It is of a very tinequality. 

Mr. BECK. This provision, according to the classification sent us 
by the Treasury Department, isa substitute fora large number of things, 
all of which are specially named, and we ought to look at it closely to 
see whether we can afford to have 45 per cent. on all of them. If the 
Senate is about to adjourn, as I am told it is, it may not take long in 
the morning. I have nothing to say about it now, but I should like to 
look at it and see whether we ought to make two classifications of this 
clause or not. 

Mr. MORRILL. If the Senator from Kentucky persists, I shall again 
appeal to the Senate. I now offer aresolution, which I shall call upon 
Monday morning for the consideration of the Senate. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Is it understood that this paragraph 
over until to-morrow ? 

Mr. MORRILL. Isu 80. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. If there be no objection that will be 

done. The amendment of theSenatorfrom New Jersey [Mr. SEWELL] 

is left pending. 

The Acting Secretary read the resolution of Mr. MORRILL, as follows: 

Resolved, That on and after Monday, January 22, the Senate will take a daily 
recess from 5} o'clock p. m. to 7} o'clock p. m., until otherwise ordered. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. This resolution lies over. 

Mr. BECK. I can sit as long as anybody, but it seems to me thatis 
pressing us rather hard. 

Mr. VANCE. Iam not so anxious to have my constituents taxed as 
to be willing to sit up all night to do it. We can impose as many taxes 
on them in daylight as they are willing to pay. 


This is the same rate as recommended by the Tar- 


I am speaking of the existing law. The existing 


is 


The PRESIDING OFFICER. The resolution goesover until to-mor- 


row. 

Mr. SEWELL. I ask if there is any objection to my amendment 
being considered now ? 

Mr. MORRILL. I have none whatever. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The question then is on the amend- 
ment of the Senator from New Jersey [Mr. SEWELL]. 

Mr. ALLISON. I ask the Senator from New Jersey if the class of 
glass that he speaks of now is notalready enumerated in someof these 
schedules ? 

Mr. SEWELL. It is not. 

Mr. ALLISON. If it is not, that special class will come in under the 
general unenumerated head. 

Mr. SEWELL. I preferto have it enumerated in this schedule. 

Mr. WILLIAMS. I move that the Senate do now adjourn. 

Mr. HARRISON. Lhope the Senator from Kentucky will allow this 
amendment to be put. It will not take a moment. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Does the Senator from Kentucky 
yield? 

Mr. SEWELL. The manufacture of this acticle is very important 

Mr. WILLIAMS. Ifthe Senator will renew the motion I will with 
draw it for the present. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The question is on the amendment 
of the Senator from New Jersey [Mr. SEWELL]. 

Mr. BECK. I shall object to the amendment of the Senator from 
New Jersey at present. Iam willing that this language shall be inserted 
in connection with the Bohemian glass, but I am not willing to have a 
vote on that class now without seeing whether the unenumerated ar- 
ticles are put too high. 

Mr. SEWELL. I only want my amendment put in connection with 
the Bohemian glass. The rest of the clause can be left until to-morrow 
if the Senator desires. 

Mr. BECK. I do not know that I object to adding those words. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The question is on the amendment ot 
the Senator from New Jersey. 

The question being put, there were on a division—ayes 18, noes 11. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. There is not a quorum voting. 

Mr. MORRILL. I move that the Senate do now adjourn. 

The motion was agreed to; and (at 5 o’clock and 41 minutes p. m.) 
the Senate adjourned. 





HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
FRIDAY, January 19, 1883. 


The House met at 11 o’clock a.m. Prayer by the Chaplain, Rev. F. 
D. PowER. 


The Journal ot yesterday’s proceedings was read and approved. 
MESSAGE FROM THE SENATE. 


A message from the Senate, by Mr. SyMPsoN, one of its clerks, com- 
municated resolutions of the Senate upon the announcement of the death 
of Hon. JoHN W. SHACKELFORD, late a Representative from the State 
of North Carolina. 

The m also announced that the Senate had agreed to the reso- 
lution of the House to print extra copies of the bill (H. R. 7313) to im- 
pose duties upon foreign imports, with the accompanying reports. 

The m further announced that the Senate had passed a bill ot 
the following title; in which the concurrence of the House was requested: 

A bill (S. 2370) to amend section 3780 of the Revised Statutes. 

The message also announced that the Senate had passed with amend- 
ments, in which the concurrence of the House was requested, the bill 
(H. R. 3575) to increase the police force of the District of Columbia, and 
for other purposes. 

AMENDMENT TO THE CONSTITUTION. 


Mr. MOORE, by unanimous consent, introduced a joint resolution 
(H. Res. 321) proposing an amendment to the Constitution of the United 
States rescinding Article XI of the present Constitution, and providing 
for the enforcement of the obligation of contracts entered into by any 
State of the Union; which was read, as follows: 

Resolved by the Senate and House of Representatives (two-thirds of each House con- 
curring therein), That Gat scihowines mendment to the Constitution be, and is 
hereby, to States, to Leseme valid when ratified by the Legisla- 
tures of three-fourths of the a States as provided in the Constitution : 

ARTICLE XVI. 


Section 1. That Article XI of the present Constitution be, and the same is 
hereby, ‘inded. 

Src. 2. t Congress shall have power to provide by appropriate legisla- 
tion for the legal enforcement of the obligation of contracts entered into by any 
of the States of this Union. 


The joint resolution was read a first and second time, referred to the 
Committee on the Judiciary, and ordered to be printed. 


MARY JANE VEAZIE. 
Mr. SINGLETON, of Mississippi. I ask unanimous consent to have 





taken from the Private Calendar for present consideration the bill (S. 
566) for the relief of Mrs. Mary Jane Veazie. 
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The bill was read, as follows: 
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| formed that in the course of the next two weeks, if the law is not set 


Be itenacted, &c., That the sum of $4,400 be, and the same hereby is, appropri- | tled, the entire warehouse business wil! be damaged. 


ated, out of any money in the Treasury not otherwise appropriated, to pay Mrs. 
Mary Jane Veazie, of Natchez, Mississippi, for property taken for the use ofthe 
United States troops stationed at Natchez, Mississippi. 

The SPEAKER. Is there objection to the present consideration of 
this bill ? 

Mr. HISCOCK. I ask that the report, if there is one, be read. 

Mr. PEELLE. Has this bill been considered by any committee of 
this House? —_ 

Mr. BURROWS, of Michigan. I object. 

The SPEAKER. Objection being made, the bill is not before the 
House. 

WILLIAM H. LOOMIS. 

Mr. SPAULDING, by unanimous consent, introduced a bill (H. R. 
7320) for the relief of William H. Loomis; which was read a first and 
second time, referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions, and ordered 
to be printed. 

BANKRUPTCY. 


memorial of the National Board of Trade with reterence to the enact- 
ment of a law on the subject of bankruptey; which was referred to the 
Committee on the Judiciary, and ordered to be printed in the RECORD. 
To the Senate and House of Representatives of the United States : 

The memorial of the National Board of Trade respectfully sheweth : 

That at a meeting of the board, held in the city of Washington, on the 17th 


of January, 1883, the following preamble and resolutions were unanimously 
ad 


0 : 
Whereas the National Board of Trade has heretofore affirmed the necessity of 
a general bankrupt law; and 

Whereas it is generally admitted thatthe bill known asthe Lowell bankruptey 
bill has been carefully constructed to this end, and has received the approval of 
the great majority of the mercantile organizations of the country ; and 


Whereas this bill is now before the Senate of the United States for its final ac- 
tion: Therefore, 


Resolved, That the National Board of Trade again affirms its opinion as to the 
existing necessity for a general bankrupt law, and believing that the Lowell 
bankruptcy bill will meet this admitted necessity, it urges the passage of this bill 
at this time as a wise and beneficent measure. 


Resolved, That this preamble and these resolutions be sent to both Houses of 


In behalf of the National Board of Trade. 
FRED. FRALEY, 
Of Philadelphia, President. 
HAMILTON A. HILL, 


Of Boston, Secretary. 
WASHINGTON, January 18, 1883. 


WAR CLAIMS. 

Mr. HOUK, by unanimous consent, reported from the Committee on 
War Claims a bill (H. R. 7321) for the allowance of certain claims re- 
ported by the accounting officers of the United States ‘Treasury Depart- 
ment; which was read a first and second time, ordered to be printed, 
und recommitted. 

LIGHT-SHIP AT CAPE HATTERAS SHOALS. 

Mr. HEWITT, of New York (by Mr. Hiscock), presented, by unan- 
imous consent, the following petition of underwriters, merchants, and 
masters of vessels engaged im the coasting trade of the United States, 
praying an appropriation for stationing a light-ship on the outer side of 
Cape Hatteras Shoals; which was referred to the Committee on Appro- 
priations, and ordered to be printed in the Recorp: 


Mr. MILLS. I object to it. 
Mr. KASSON. | think the gentleman will withdraw his objection 
when he knows what the bill is. 


Mr. MILLS. | insist on my objectiou 


HAMPTON SOLDIERS’ HOME, VIRGINIA. 

Mr. HENDERSON, by unanimous consent, from the Committee on 
Military Affairs, reported back the preamble and resolution making seri 
ous charges against the mismanagement of the soldiers’ home at Hamp- 
ton, Virginia, and moved the adoption of the following substitute: 

Resolved, That the ¢ 


ommiittee on Military Affairs be directed to examine into 
the management of the national military soldiers’ home at Hampton, Virginia, 
and the charges aforesaid,and report upon the same as soon as convenience will 
permit; and the said committee are hereby authorized to appoint a subcom- 
mittee to visit said home if they shall deem it necessary, and to send for persons 
and papers and to examine the books and papers and accounts of said home, and 
report thereon, and employ a stenographer ; the expenses of said investigation 


| to be paid out of the contingent fund of the House 


| 
Mr. HUMPHREY, by unanimous consent, presented the following 
| 


The substitute was agreed to, and the resolution as amended was 
adopted. 

Mr. HENDERSON moved to reconsider the vote by which the reso 
lution was adopted; and also moved that the motion to reconsider be 
laid on the table. 


The latter motion was agreed to 


WITHDRAWAL OF PAPERS 

Mr. MANNING. Mr. Speaker, I move by unanimous consent that 
permission be granted for the withdrawal of the papers in reference to 
the cases of the claims of Enoch Taylor, Matthias App, and Mary Beasley 

Mr. HOLMAN. The condition shovid be stated of the withdrawal 
that there has been no adverse report in these cases. It has happened 
that claims reported on adversely have in this manner been withdrawn 
and again presented tor action 

The SPEAKER. The Chair thinks the rule provides for that and 


requires in every instance copies of papers which are to be withdrawn 


shall be left on tile. 

Mr. HOLMAN. It should also appear that there has been no ad 
verse report in the case of a claim where the papers are asked to be with 
drawn. 

The SPEAKER 
seem to require that. 

Mr. MANNING. Asa matter of fact, | understand there have been 
no reports in these cases 

The SPEAKER. Rule XXXIX provides for the withdrawal ot 
papers. It is as follows 


That was the old rule, but the new rule does not 


No memorial or other paper presented to the House shall be withdrawn froni 
its files without its leave, and if withdrawn therefrom, certified copies thereot 
shall be left in the office of the Clerk: but, when an act may pass for the settle 
ment of a claim, the Clerk is authorized to transmit to the officer charged with 
the settlement thereof the papers on file in his office relating to such claim, o1 
may loan temporarily toany officer or bureau of the Executive Departments any 
papers on file in his office relating to any matter pending before such officer or 
bureau, taking proper receipt therefor 


There was no objection, and leave was granted forthe withdrawal of 
the papers indicated 


BRIDGES AS POST-ROUTES 





To the honorable the Senate and House of Representatives, Washington, D. C. : 


We, the undersigned underwriters, merchants, and masters of vessels engaged | 
in the coasting trade of the United States, believing that a light-ship, stationed 
on the outer side of Cape Hatteras Shoals, would be of great service in navigat- | 
ing along that part of the coast, and, largely to lessen the risk of disaster, respect- | 
fully pray that your honorable bodies will make the appropriation for this pur- 
pose, the same to be expended under the direction of the honorable Secretary of 
the Treasury, as president of the Light-House Board. 


REAR-ADMIRAL J. W. A. NICHOLSON 

Mr. FLOWER, by unanimous consent, introduced a joint resolution 
(H. Res. 322) authorizing Rear-Admiral J. W. A. Nicholson to accept a 
medal conferred upon him by the King of Sweden and Norway; which 
was read a first and second time, referred to the Committee on Naval 
Affairs, and ordered to be printed. 

SUGAR WAREHOUSE BILL. 

Mr. HOLMAN. I call for the regular order. 

The SPEAKER. The reglar order is the morning hour for the call 
of committees for reports. 

Mr. KASSON. lI ask the gentleman from Indiana to withhold his 
demand for the regular order for a single moment, in order that I may | 
ask to take up a bill. 

Mr. HOLMAN. If the gentleman has any public business to call up 
which is nt I will hear what it is. 

Mr. KASSON. Yes, I desire to ask the attention of the House to | 
the bill (H. R. 2222) to amend section 2983 of the Revised Statutes of | 
the United States so that the duties paid upon sugars shall be assessed | 
upon the quantity delivered from instead of the quantity entered into | 
bonded warehouses, only defeated by a single objection, that of the | 
gentleman from Kansas [Mr. ANDERSON], who yesterday authorized | 
me to say he would no longer make objection. 


It is known as the 
sugar warehouse bill. My desire for action now is because I am in- | 





Mr. GROUT, by unanimous consent, introduced a bill (H. R. 7322) 
to authorize the construction of certain bridges and to establish them as 
post-roads; which was read a tirst and second time, referred to the Com 
mittee on Commerce, and ordered to be printed. 

CONDEMNED CAST-IRON CANNON 

Mr. SPAULDING, by unanimous consent, from the Committee on Mili 
tary Affairs, reported back, as a substitute for House bills 686%, 6393 
6951, 7005, 7138, 7167, 7184, and 7272, a bill(H. R. 7323) to supply con 
demned cast-iron cannon and cannon-balls for monumental purposes 
which was read a first and second time, referred to the Committee of the 
Whole House onthe stateot the Union, and, withthe accompanying re 
ports, ordered to be printed 


BRIDGE ACROSS WILLAMETTE RIVER. 

Mr. WASHBURN, by unanimous consent, from the Committee on 
Commerce, reported back the bill (H. R. 5776) to allow the construc 
tion of a bridge across the Willamette River, at Portland, Oregon 
which was read a first and second time, referred to the House Calendar, 
and, with-the accompanying report, ordered to be printed 

CALL OF COMMITTEES 

The SPEAKER. The regular order is the morning hour and the cal! 

of committees for reports 
WILLIAM TALBERT. 

Mr. DEZENDORF, from the Committee on Naval Affairs, reported a 
bill (H. R. 7324) for the relief of William Talbert; which was read a 
first and second time, referred to the Committee of the Whole House 
on the Private Calendar, and, with the accompanying report, ordered to 
be printed. 

STAR-BOUTE SERVICE. 
Mr. BINGHAM, from the Committee on the Post-Office and Dost 
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toads, reported back with a favorable recommendation the bill (H. R. 
7063) repealing section 3961 of the Revised Statutes and the proviso of 
section 2 of an act providing for a deficiency in the appropriations for 
the transportation of mails on the star-routes; which was referred to 
the Committee of the Whole House on the state of the Union, and, with 
the accompanying report, ordered to be printed. 

JOSEPH B. SELLERS. 

Mr. MATSON, from the Committee on Invalid Pensions, reported 
back with an amendment the bill (H. R. 6917) to increase the pension 
of Joseph B. Sellers; which was referred to the Committee of the Whole 
House on the Private Calendar, and, with the accompanying report, 
ordered to be printed. 

JOHN GLENN. 

Mr. MATSON also, from the same committee, reported back with 
amendments the bill (H. R. 2294) granting a pension to John Glenn; 
which was referred to the Committee of the Whole House on the 
Private Calendar, and, with the accompanying report, ordered to be 
printed. 

ADVERSE REPORT. 

Mr. MATSON also, from the same committee, reported back with an 
adverse recommendation the bill (H. R. 1386) granting a pension to 
John Slevin; which was referred to the Committee of the Whole House 
on the Private Calendar, and the adverse report ordered to be printed. 

ISABELLA J. RAMSDELL. 

Mr. BROWNE, from the Committee on Invalid Pensions, reported back 
the bill (H. R. 5099) granting a pension to Isabella J. Ramsdell; which 
was referred to the Committee of the Whole House on the Private 
Calendar, and, with the accompanying report, ordered to be printed. 

MRS. C. P. CULVER. 

Mr. TURNER, of Georgia, from the Committee on Claims, reported a 
bill (H. R. 7325) for the relief of Mrs. C. P. Culver; which was read a 
first and second time, referred to the Committee of the Whole House 
on the Private Calendar, and, with the accompanying report, ordered to 
be printed. 

ADVERSE REPORTS. 

Mr. HOLMAN, from the Committee on War Claims, reported back 
with an adverse recommendation bills and petitions of the following 
titles; which were severally laid on the table, and the adverse reports 
ordered to be printed, namely: 

A bill (HL. R. 5238) for the reliefof John Kane; 

A bill (H. R. 6674) for the relief of Mrs. Jane E. Semes; 

Petition of Sarah Townsley, administratrix of Stephen Townsley, de- 
ceased; and 

Petition of Charles G. Bobo, executor of Eliza 8. Bobo, deceased. 

MARIA E. WARFIELD. 

Mr. HOLMAN also, from the Committee on War Claims, reported 
back with an adverse recommendation the bill (H. R. 2465) for the relief 
of Maria E. Wartield. 

Mr. HOLMAN. ‘That bill, Mr. Speaker, involves a question of some 
importance touching the correctness of certain taxes on cotton imposed 
by certain public officers of the Union Army during the war. From 
this cotton, which was virtually sold to the Government, a tax of 25 per 
cent. was deducted. If the gentleman introducing this bill is present 
and desires that it should be referred to the Private Calendar, I will 
make no objection; otherwise I move that it be laid upon the table. 

The SPEAKER. The regular course would be to lay the bill upon 
the table. Ifany gentleman desires it to go to the Calendar it can be 
done on motion at any subsequent time. 

The bill was laid on the table and the accompanying report ordered 
to be printed. 

JANE GoUDY. 

Mr. CHAPMAN, by unanimous consent, introduced a bill (H. R. 
7326) granting a pension to Jane Goudy; which was read a first and 
second time, referred tothe Committee on Invalid Pensions, and ordered 
to be printed. 

CHARLES N. MULLAN, DECEASED. 

Mr. CHAPMAN also, by unanimous consent, introduced a resolution 
authorizing the Clerk of the House to pay a sum of money to the ad- 
ministrator of Charles N. Mullan, deceased, late an employé of the House 
during the Forty-fourth Congress, for funeral expenses; which was re- 
ferred to the Committee on Accounts. 

POST-ROUTE BILL. 


Mr. BINGHAM. Iam directed by the Committee on the Post-Office 
and Post-Roads to present the post-route bill, and ask unanimous con- 
sent for its immediate consideration. 

Mr. ROBINSON, of Massachusetts. I would like to ask the gentle- 
man whether the bill contains any legislation? 

Mr. BINGHAM. I have examined it, and there is no legislation 
other than the establishment of post-routes. 

Mr. SPARKS. Can we have the bill read, Mr. Speaker. 

The SPEAKER. It isavery long bill. Of course, if the gentleman 
insists upon it, it will be read. 





Mr. SPARKS. I do not insist upon it. 

Mr. RANDALL. Assurance has been given that it contains no legis- 
lation. 

The SPEAKER. The title of the bill will be read. 

The Clerk read as follows : 


A bill (H. R. 7327) to establish certain post-routes. 


The SPEAKER. Is there objection to the present consideration of 
the bill? 

There being no objection, the bill was read a first and second time, 
ordered to be engrossed for a third reading, read the third time, and 
passed. 

Mr. BINGHAM moved to reconsider the vote by which the bill was 
passed; and also moved that the motion to reconsider be laid on the 
table. 

The latter motion was agreed to. 


FANNIE 8S. BEAUMONT. 


Mr. MORSE, by unanimous consent, introduced a bill (H. R. 7328) 
granting a pension to Fannie 8S. Beaumont; which was read a first and 
second time, referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions, and ordered 
to be printed. 

COMMITTEES TO SIT DURING SESSIONS OF THE HOUSE. 

Mr. PAGE. I ask unanimous consent that the Committee on Com- 
merece may have leave to sit during the sessions of the House. 

There was no objection. 

Mr. CALKINS. Lask that the same leave be granted to the Com- 
mittee on Elections. 

There was no objection. 

JOHN KANE. 

Mr. KING. [ask that the adverse report on House bill No. 5238, for 
the relief of John Kane, be placed on the Private Calendar. 

The SPEAKER. Is that the bill reported this morning by the gen- 
tleman from Indiana [Mr. HOLMAN], from the Committee on War 
Claims. 

Mr. KING. Yes, sir. 

The SPEAKER. The bill and report will be referred to the Com- 
mittee of the Whole House on the Private Calendar. 


ORDER OF BUSINESS. 

Mr. HISCOCK. I call for the regular order. 

The SPEAKER. The regular order would be a motion that the 
House resolve itself into Committee of the Whole House for the con- 
sideration of the Private Calendar. 

Mr. ROBESON. I move to dispense with the consideration of pri- 


| vate business for this day. 


The question being taken on Mr. RoBESON’s motion, there were— 
ayes 50, noes 33. 

So (two-thirds not having voted in the acirmative) the motion was 
not agreed to. 

Mr. WHITE. I call for the regular order. 

Mr. PEELLE. I move that the House lve itself into Committee 
of the Whole House for the consideration of business on the Private 
Calendar. 

Mr. BURROWS, of Michigan. There are several cases reported from 
the Committee of the Whole House that have not yet been disposed of. 

The SPEAKER. When the committee rises they will be taken up. 

Mr. BURROWS, of Michigan. If the Committee of the Whole should 
consume the day these cases may not be taken up at all. 

The SPEAKER. It is a question whether the bills heretofore reporte«| 
from the Committee of the Whole House would come up as unfinished 
business till after the House had been in Committee of the Whole on the 
Private Calendar. But the Chair will not decide that question now. 
The Committee might rise at an early hour, so that those bills may be 
reached. 

Mr. BROWNE. I think the cases which have been reported back from 
the Committee of the Whole to the House ought to be disposed of. 

Mr. SPRINGER. I understand bills in that position are now un- 
finished business for Friday, and come up as such immediately after 
the call of committees. Unfinished business is in order immediately 
after the call of committees on the day on which that business is in 
order. 

Mr. BROWNE. I confess I do not know what the rule may be; but 
I would be very glad if the House would proceed to consider those cases 
that have been heretofore reported back from the Committee of the 
Whole to the House. 

Mr. SPRINGER. In the very nature of the case those bills take 
precedence of going into Committee of the’Whole to bring other business 
before the House. 

The SPEAKER. The question is on the motion of the gentleman 
from Indiana [Mr. PEELLE], that the House resolve itself into Commit- 
tee of the Whole House. 

Mr. HOLMAN. I call for a division. 

Mr. BROWNE. I desire to make a parliamentary inquiry. 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman state it. 

Mr. BROWNE. What will be the result in the event of the motion 
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of the gentleman from Indiana being voted down? Would the House 
then be called on to consider those cases that have heretofore been re- 
jorted back to the House from the Committee of the Whole? 

The SPEAKER. The Chair thinks they could then be taken up. 

Mr. BROWNE. Then I hope the motion will be voted down. 

Mr. WHITE. [rise to make a parliamentary inquiry. I desire to 
know what is the regular order ? 

The SPEAKER. The regular order is to proceed to business on the 
Private Calendar, which is brought up by the motion of the gentleman 
from Indiana, that the House resolve itself into Committee of the Whole 


ouse. 

Mr. HOLMAN. I rise to make a parliamentary inquiry. 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman will state it. 

Mr. HOLMAN. If this motion should be voted down, would it not 
be in order then to take such steps as might be necessary to proceed to 
the consideration of the naval appropriation bill? Could not the mo- 
tion then be made that the regular order of business for to-day be dis- 
pensed with? 

The SPEAKER. The House has voted down that motion once. 

Mr. HOLMAN. Could the motion not be submitted again ? 

The SPEAKER. The Chair thinks it could. 

Mr. TUCKER. I desire to ask the Chair what course the House pur- 
sues with reference to those bills which have been reported back from 
the Committee of the Whole House on the Private Calendar ? 

The SPEAKER. The Chair has not indicated anything definitely as 
to that. They certainly would be first in order after the committee rose 
before other business that might be reported to-day. The only ques- 
tion left is whether they could be taken up before going into Commit- 
tee of the Whole. 

Mr. CALKINS. I desire to make a parliamentary inquiry. 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman will state it. 

Mr. CALKINS. I desire to know whether, the House having voted 
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tles of that time, the petitioner was wounded in the left hand by a piece of shel! 
which carried away the second and third fingers and also the second and third 
metacarpal bones of that hand, and so damaged the hand as to render it abso 
lutely useless. 

“The petitioner, in spite of his wound, continued to serve as aid to General 
Palmer until September, 1862, when he wascommissioned colonel of the Twenty 


| sixth Regiment of New Jersey Volunteers, in which capacity he served until t! 
| time of that regiment (nine months) expired, when he was appointed colone! of 





down a motion to go into Committee of the Whole, it would not be | 


competent for the gentleman from New Jersey [Mr. Ropeson] then 
again to move to dispense with private business for to-day. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair thinks after intervening matters that 
motion might berenewed. Thegentleman from Indiana[ Mr. PEELLE] 
moves that the House resolve itself into Committee of the Whole on the 
Private Calendar; and on that a division is called for. 

The House divided; and there were—ayes 48, noes 31. 

Mr. SKINNER. No quorum. 

The SPEAKER. The point being made that a quorum has not voted, 
the Chair appoints as tellers the gentleman from New York, Mr. SKIN- 
NER, and the gentleman from Indiana, Mr. PEELLE. 

The House again divided; and the tellers reported—ayes 92, noes 25. 

Mr. SKINNER. I do not ask for any further count. 

So (no further count being called for) the motion was agreed to. 

The House accordingly resolved itself into Committee of the Whole, 
Mr. RicH in the chair. 

The CHAIRMAN. The House is now in Committee of the Whole, 
for the consideration of business on the Private Calendar. 

LAND CLAIM IN NEW MEXICO. 

The first business on the Private Calendar was the bill (H. R. 3835) 
to confirm a certain landclaimin the Territory of New Mexico, which 
in Committee of the Whole, December 8, 1882, had been passed over 
informally. 

Mr. BROWNE. 
mally. 

There was no objection, and it was so ordered. 

ANDREW J. MORRISON. 
The next business on the Private Calendar was the bill (H. R. 2142) 


I move that the bill be again passed over infor- 


| pension that is asked for in this bill, this is such a case. 


the Third New Jersey Cavalry, which he commanded till August 29, 1864. 

“The petitioner was actively engaged in the following battles: Williams )ur:h 
Seven Pines, Fair Oaks, The Seven Days, Malvern Hill, Predericksburgh (tirst 
Fredericksburgh (second), Wilderness, Hanover Court House, Ashland, Hawe 
Shop, White Oak Swamp, Smith’s Store, Malvern Hill (second 
burgh, Winchester, Summit Point, and Kearnstown 

* We further find that this is a claim where no application was made under the 
general law, for the reason that at the time the injury was alleged to have been 
received the claimant was not regularly mustered into the service of the United 
States. There is no other evidence presented than the sworn statement of claim 
ant and a letter from Brigadier-General I. N. Palmer, United States Army, on 
whose staff Colonel Morrison was serving as a volunteeraid when he received 
the wound for which he desired to be pensioned 

“The letter of General Palmer is indorsed by Hon. M. 1. Townsenpb, who states 
that he is personally acquainted with Colonel Morrison, and knows that he pet 
formed the services above set forth, and can procure evidencé 
required.”’ 

For the reason that this committee has refused in all special cases to wrant ar 
rearages of pensions, the report in this case is adverse. 


Mr. BROWNE. I move that the bill be laid aside and reported ad 
versely to the House. 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair will recognize the gentlemen from 
Vermont [Mr. Joyce], he having submitted the report in this cas 

Mr. JOYCE. This bill has been before the Committee of the Whol 
once or twice before, and has been pretty thoroughly discussed. — | would 
not say a word on this occasion were it not for the fact that I know Col 


, siewe of Peters 


s of his service if 


| onel Morrison very well, and also the further fact that the report shows 


that the only reason why this bill was reported adversely was because 
the Committee on Invalid Pensions had adopted a rule that they would 
grant no arrearages of pensions in any special case 

If there ever was a case in the world where a man ought to have the 
The report 
shows that Colonel Morrison raised a regiment in the fall of 1861 and 


| was engaged with that regiment until April, 1862, when it was mus 


tered out of the service. 

In April, 1862, the Army of the Potomac was engaged in the penin- 
sular campaign and was lying upon the Warwick River. Colonel Mor 
rison, instead of going home when his regiment was mustered out of the 
service, became a volunteer aid on the staff of General Palmer, com 
mencing in May, 1862, and serving as such aid to General Palmer upon 
his staff voluntarily until September, 1862, tinding his own horse, pay 


| ing his own expenses, and not receiving a penny from the Government 





granting arrearages of pension to Andrew J. Morrison; reported ad- 


versely trom the Committee on Invalid Pensions, and in Committee of 
the Whole, June 9, 1882, passed over informally. 

The bill was read, as follows: 

Be it enacted, &c., That the pension authorized for Andrew J. Morrison by the 
act —onepete preven February 7, 1879, shall commence from the date of the 
disability for which the same was authorized, in the same manner as if said pen- 
sion had been allowed and authorized by the general laws regulating pensions. 

Mr. BROWNE. Let the report in this case be read. 

The report was read, as follows: 

The Committee on Invalid Pensions, to whom was referred the bill (H. R. 2142) 
granting arrearages of pension to Andrew J. Morrison, have considered the same, 
and report: 

The committee find the facts to be as stated in House Report No. 311, Forty- 
sixth , second session, which said report is hereto annexed and made 
part of this report : 


| [Mr. Joyce]. It 


“ That from an examination of the evidence placed before your committee we | 


find that the suid petitioner raised a regiment of cavalry in the fall of 1861, in the 
State of New York, known as the Seventh New York Cavalry, of which the pe- 
titioner was made colonel, in which capacity he served till the last of April, 1862, 
when the ment was disbanded ; he then served as volunteer aid on the staff 
of General Palmer through the whole peninsular campaign, doing most effect- 
ive service, as stated by the general. At the time the general had only one 
other aid, and the services of said petitioner was not only most useful, but almost 
necessary, to the general at that time. 
petitioner served as such volunteer aid from the early part of May, 1862, 
till September 16, 1862, without pay, bearing all his own expenses, and losing in 
the battle of Fair Oaks, while in such service, a valuable horse. 
While serving as such aid, on the 25th day of June, in one of the six days’ bat- 





of the United States during the whole of that time 

During that time, on the 25th of June, 1862, be received this wound 
In 1870, I think it was, Congress passed an act giving Colonel Morrison a 
pension. 

Mr. BROWNE. 
for information ? 

Mr. JOYCE. Certainly. 

Mr. BROWNE. When was it that Colonel Morrison was appointed 
and commissioned colonel of the Third New Jersey Cavalry ? 

Mr. JOYCE. The report shows 

Mr. BROWNE. Ido not remember: that is the reason I asked 

Mr. JOYCE. It was in September, 1862. He served as a volunteer 
aid on General Palmer’s stat? trom May, 1862, until September, 1562 
and then he was commissioned as colonel] of the Twenty-sixth Regiment 
of New Jersey Volunteers, serving in that capacity until the time of that 
regiment expired, it being a nine months’ regiment, when he was ap 
pointed colonel of the Third New Jersey Cavalry, which he commanded 
until August 29, 1864. 

This bill proposes to pay Colonel Morrison his pension from the time 
he received his wound to the time that Congress passed the special act 
granting himapension. I say, as I said before, that if there ever was a 
case where a man ought to receive the pension asked for in this bill thi 
is such @ case. 

Mr. BROWNE. I regret that I differ essentially from my colleagu: 
on the Committee on Invalid Pensions, the gentleman from Vermont 
is true that Colonel Morrison served as volunteer 
aid-de-camp without pay for a few months in the year 1562, and that 
on the 25th of June he was wounded in the hand, a wound which on 
the evidence was certainly not a very serious one. 

In September, 1862, he was commissioned colonel and served from 
that date until the 29th of August, 1564, receiving the pay of his rank 
of colonel of cavalry. 

That certainly was ample compensation for the wound he received 
The Government of the United States by that commission, it seems to 
me, made ample reparation to Colonel Morrison, not only tor the wound 
he had received, but for the voluntary and gratuitous service he had 
performed on the staff of General Palmer. 

In 1870, six years after he wasdischarged from theservice, Congress by 
aspecial act placed the name of Colonel Morrison on the pension-rol] 
because of the wound he had received at atime when, under the general 
law, he would have been entitled to no pension whatever. Not beiny. 
in the strict sense, in the military service of the United States, he was 


Will the gentleman permit me to ask him a question 
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not entitled to a pension because of the wound he had received. But 
the Congress of the United States in 1870 put him on the pension-roll. 

Now the casestands justin this way: While serving asa volunteer aid in 
1862 Colonel Morrison was wounded. A very shorttimeafter receiving 
that wound he was madecolonel of cavalry of the Third New Jersey Regi- 
ment and continued to serve with that rank and with the pay of that 
rank for two years. He then went out of the service, being under the 
general law entitled to no pension whatever. 

But in 1870, by a special act of Congress, he was put on the pension- | 
roll and became a pensioner upon terms precisely equal to over 1,400 | 
other officers and soldiers who have been in the same way put on the 
pension-roll. 

Mr. RYAN. Upon what rank was he pensioned? | 

Mr. BROWNE. He was put on the pension-roll with the rank he 
bore at the time the wound was received—colonel and volunteer aid. 
Now under all these circumstances he asks that he be permitted to re- 
ceive arrears of pension going back to the time when he received the | 
wound or to the time when he was discharged from the service of the | 
United States in 1864. While he has received by reason of the act of | 
Congress recognition that has seldom been accorded to others under 
like circurastances, he asks now to be placed above 1,400 other persons 
to whom Congress has deliberately denied arrearages of pension. 

As the Committee of the Whole will remember, we passed, a year or 
two ago, a bill allowing arrearages to all those who had been pensioned 
by special acts of Congress. The Senate refused to concur in that bill; 
and the result is that 1,400 persons who have been put on the pension- 
roll by these special acts are denied the benefit of the arrearage act. 
We are asked in this bill to make an exception in this case. The Com- 
mittee on Invalid Pensions has reported adversely. The Committee 
of the Whole may do just as they please in regard to this matter. If 
they say that these arrearages ought to be paid in this case, they ought 
to say that we should grant arrearages in 1,400 similar cases. If that 
is the opinion of the committee, so far as I am individually concerned 
I shall be in favor of that policy hereafter. This is the whole question 
presented in this case. I do not care to present the question to the 
Committee of the Whole again; it has been repeatedly presented. If 
the Committee of the Whole are disposed to overrule the Committee 
on Invalid Pensions upon this question, let them do so. I am stand- 
ing on the report of the committee. 

Mr. SPARKS. I do not think members of the House have heard all 
the gentleman’s statements, and he will allow me an inquiry. There 
is no case, as I understand, where a have been allowed when 
the pensioner has been put upon the pension-roll by special act of Con- 


Mr. BROWNE. None that I am aware of. 

Mr. SPARKS. This is a case of that kind, as I understand; and the 
wound on account of which this man was put on the pension-roll was 
incurred at a time when he was not in the regular service of the United 
States. 

Mr. BROWNE. That is correct. 

Mr. SPARKS. I hope the report of the Committee on Invalid Pen- 
sions will be sustained. 

The CHAIRMAN. The gentleman from Indiana [Mr. BRowNE] 
moves that this bill be laid aside to be reported to the House adversely. 

The motion was agreed to. 


JOHN F. SEVERANCE. 


The next business was the bill (H. R. 694) for the relief John F. Sev- 
erance. 
The bill was read, as follows: 


Be it enaeted, &c., That there be appropriated, out of any money in the Treas- 
ury not otherwise appropriated, the sum of $85, to be placed to the credit of the 
Post-Office Department; and the proper accounting officers of the Post-Office | 
Department are hereby directed to credit John F. Severance in his account as 
postmaster with the same, it being for loss by robbery of his post-office on the 
night of the 19th day of June, 1878, but without fault or neglect on the part of said 
postmaster. 


| 


Mr. TALBOTT. A general law has been passed for the relief of all 
cases of this kind. I move, therefore, that this bill be passed over with- 
out prejudice. 

Mr. ROBINSON, of Massachusetts. If the gentleman from Maryland 
will hear the report read, he will discover that this case is not covered 
by the general law. 

The report was read, as follows: 


The Committee on Claims, to whom was referred the bill for the reliefof John 
F. Severance, of Shelburne Falls, in the State of Massachusetts, have considered 
the same, and respectfully report : ‘ 

The report of the Committee on Claims of the Forty-sixth Congress (Report 
918) was as follows: 

“This is a claim for relief by the said Severance as aster at Shelburne 
Falls, in Franklin County, in the State of Massachusetts, from loss occasioned 
by the robbery of his office on the night of June 19, 1878. The claimant was ap- 

inted as postmaster at Shelburne ls, and entered upon the duties of his of- 
Rice March 1, 1878 On the night of June 19, between 13 and 3 o’clock, burglars 
forced open the windows of the office, blew open the safe with rt and 
carried away all the stamps therein, of the ue of , and all the 
mene therein, of the value of $100, which money had been received from the 
sale of stamps and postal cards and from postage 


| Stamps stolen from the Off100............000..--csssrcesssceesssenseseceseseseres 








lars broke open the matey’ bape of J. G. Brown, in the ne to the 
post-office, and yo pel safe therein and it of je $375 in 
money, the loss of Brown amounting in all to from $8,000 to . Early 


the next morning it was discovered that the post-office and jewelry store had 


| been robbed. 


“The post-office was seprrated by a partition from the express office, and the 
outer door of the express office and the partition door between that and the st- 
office had been forced open. The safe door was badly torn by powder and the 
inside door blown off. It was a fire-proof safe of the usual construction, and 
made by E. R. Morse, a manufacturer of good reputation. Pursuit was imme-. 
diately made of the burglars. The same evening the said Brown and Mr. Bart- 
lett overtook a man eight miles from the said village with a valise, and on ask. 
ing to see it he emptied two revolvers at his pursuers, hitting Mr. Bartlett, and 
then ran into the woods. They followed his trail but lost it. The next night 

he bridges over which he might escape were guarded and a similar man was 
seen on the railroad bridge mene Se. The rol opened fire with revolvers 
which the man returned. They fired away all their cartridges, but the man es. 
caped intothe woods. The next morning a man who lived near by found on the 
spot where this affray had occurred blood on the timbers and a bundle dropped 
on the abutments of the bridge. It contained the jewelry of the said Brown and 
specie belonging to him, and a package with $13 in silver change and all the 
postage-stamps which the postmaster had lost. Some weeks after an old valise 
was found near the supposed trail of the burglars with $ in pennies. 

“ The postmaster’s account of his loss is, then, as follows: 











werccrcecoscosss QED OD 
na EI III 66a wanna anise ieatmnvaliommibersbatinsitinnioweasetgatensens . 0 
Total . 55 00 
Recovered : 
SUNIET \sctsndascnhsgielihasbedisdalensaiebsdiccaieiacenebetuapiaisssiii 
Pennies.... 
PIT cccasscnssecnscanenianpenneniens 
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“Pull affidavits of all the facts were represented to the committee by the claim- 
ant and by other reputable citizens who are acquainted with the circumstances 
of the case, and some of whom joined in the hunt for the burglars. 

“A report in the said case was made by the special agent ofthe Post-Office De- 
partment to said Department, which report is as follows: 

“* Boston, March 5, 1879. 

“*Str: I have the honor to return ordinary case No. 11381, and to inform you 
that after investigation I found that the office was entered by burglars on the 
night of June 18, 1878; that $435 worth of stamps and $100 of postal money was 
stolen, and that the day following there was found all of the stamps and $13 of 
the money by the roadside, ae loss of $87 to the postmaster. 

“*Up to this time no trace of the depredators has been found, although the 


town officers have been on the constant hunt and have offered a reward of $250 
for their apprehension. 


“* Very respectfully, 
“*CHARLES FIELD, 
“* Special Agent Post-Ofice Department. 

“*Davip B. PARKER, 

*** Chief Special Agent Post-Office Department, Washington, D. C.’ 

“The testimony satisfies the committee beyond a doubt that the claimant and 
the officials connected with the office have always borne the highest character, 
and that they used due diligence in the care of the property intrusted to their 
charge. They didall thatany man could reasonably have been expected to do in 
order to secure the property in the post-office. It is also evident from the cir- 
cumstances, as reported, that everything was done that was possible to secure 
the burglars and the property which they had stolen, and it was owing to the 
diligence and perseverance of the pursuers that so large a portion of the stolen 
property was recovered and the loss of the postmaster was reduced from the 
sum of $535 to the sum of $8. The committee believe that the claimant ought 


to be relieved of the loss, and therefore report back the accompanying bill, and 
recommend its passage.”’ 


This committee find the statements in said report to be true, adopt it as their 
own, and report back the accompanying bill, and recommend that the same do 
pass. 

Mr. TALBOT™. I see from the reading of the report that this case 
is not covered by the provisions of the general act. I therefore with 
rad my motion that the bill be passed over informally without preju 

ce. 

Mr. ROBINSON, of Massachusetts. The amount is small—$s5. | 
move that the bill be laid aside to be reported favorably to the House 

Mr. BROWNE. I think this bill ought to pass; but I am somewhat 
surprised to find a favorable report in this case when I remember the 
history of a case I had the honor to present about a year ago. 

The post-office in the town of Winchester, Indiana, where I reside, 
was entered by burglars and the safe blown open. Some money and « 
large amount of pos -stamps were abstracted from the safe. The 
postmaster employed detectives and put them on the trail of the bur- 
glars, who were captured at the city of Toledo, Ohio. The postmaster 
was able to retake about one-half of the postage-stamps which had been 
stolen, but was compelled to pay to the officers sent in pursuit a sum 
of money almost equal to the value of the postage-stamps reclaimed 
When that case was presented—I presume to the same committee that 
reported this bill—they allowed the postmaster a sum equal to the 
postage-stamps lost, deducting those that were recovered, and refused 
to allow him a penny for the money that was stolen or for the expenses 
of the capture of the thieves and the retaking of the postage-stamps. | 
do not exactly understand why this case from Massachusetts should 
stand on higher ground than the case from Indiana. That is all I want 
tosay. I think the claim in both cases should have been allowed. 

Mr. ROBINSON, of Massachusetts. This is a good case, is it not’ 

Mr. BROWNE. Mine was a better one. 

Mr. ROBINSON, of Massachusetts. This is a good one. 

Mr. BROWNE. Reasonably fair, considering it is from Massachu- 
setts. [Laughter. } 

Mr. BEACH. I would like to aneee ee the gentleman from Massa- 
chusetts in what respect this claim di from the class of claims pro- 
vided for by the law passed at the last session? 

Mr. BROWNE. It differs because this bill proposes to allow for the 
postal money abstracted as well as for stamps. 
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Mr. BEACH. Was not that question in regard to allowances for the 
postal money thoroughly discussed when the general law was passed, and 
was not the sense of the House opposed to making allowances on claims 
of that character? 

Mr. ROBINSON, of Massachusetts. As the gentleman will remem- 
ber, it was believed that to allow the Department under a general law 
to make allowances for money stolen might lead to abuses; that such 
allowances should not be made without a consideration by Congress of 
all the facts of each particular case. Therefore Congress kept in its 
hands the power to dispose by special act of all such matters. The gen- 
tleraan will recollect that after the passage of the general law last ses- 
sion we took up and passed a bill similar in character to this—a bill 
for the relief of Henry Mullen, of Columbia, Pennsylvania. That was 
a case very much like this; but the amount of money was larger. 

This amount is small, and the gentleman will see by the report of the 
special agent of the Post-Office Department that he certifies to the fact 
that it was postal money. There can not be any question about this 
thing, and it seems clearly to be one of those cases which the House ought 
to pass. 

Mr. BEACH. If I remember rightly, the object of passing a general 
bill in reference to all these cases was to provide that the consideration 
of all such claims of this character should be taken away from the halls 
of Congress. 

Mr. ROBINSON, of Massachusetts. 
ter described in that general act. 

Mr. BEACH. Yes, the purpose of that general act was to provide by 
general legislation for the disposition of this character of claims. ‘This 





That is, all claims of the charae- 
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his post-office building was forcibly entered by burglars, hissafe blown open by 
the use of gunpowder, and everything of value therein stolen, including $22.57 
money-order funds, $32.8 money received for box and drawer rents, $369.50 in 
postage-stamps, and $119.50 cash received from the sale of postage-stamps, 
amounting to 844.8 





The postmaster lost of his individual property several hundred dollars’ worth 
on the same occasion From the evidence submitted, no suspicion arises of any 
complicity in the robbery on the part of Mr. Lake, or even that he was in any 
manner neglectful of his duties in caring for the funds and property of the Gov 
ernment in his keeping In fact, the evidence excludes all such suspicion 

our committee therefore report back the bill with a recommendation thatit 
«lo pass 

Mr. HOLMAN. Mr. Chairman, | think it is very important that we 
should adhere to the purposes of the general law which we passed upon 
this subject of relieving postmasters from the loss of stamps or postal 
funds where such loss oc urred without nevligence on their part. l 
think the general law goes to the outer edge of the relief that should 
be granted; in fact it goes beyond it. Butitisthe law. 1 do not think 
the purpose of that law should be deteated While that is true, I 
tind here that this bill covers substantially, as fir as I ean see from it, 
all that is embraced in the general law. It is alleged that this money 
Was postal-order money, and therefore not covered by the law as apph 
cable to postage-stam ps It, however, there is anvthing embraced in 


| this bill which is not covered by the general Jaw, | would suggest to 
| the gentleman in charge of the bill that he had better limit it to sueh 


bill, to my mind, looks like special legislation, and in view of the gen- | 


eral act on this subject it ought not, in my judgment, be passed by this 
committee. 


Mr. ROBINSON, of Massachusetts. I wish to suggest to my friend 


from New York that if he thinks this a meritorious claim and ought to | 


be paid, then Congress, without regard to the course of legislation here- 
tofore, should proceed to pay it in the only way in which it can be done. 
If it does not come under the general Jaw and is a good claim, as is gen- 
erally admitted, then Congress ought to pay it as soon as possible. 

Mr. BEACH. In the passage of that general law all cases which it 
included were provided for, and to pass this bill now, as I have already 
said, looks to me like special legislation. 

Mr. BROWNE. If I understood the reasoning of the House when 
it arrived at the conclusion to pass the general law, it was this: While 
it was prudent to allow postmasters to be reimbursed for loss to the 
amount of postal property such as postage-stamps, postal cards, and 
stamped wrappers, it would be dangerous to allow them to recover for 
money which they alleged to have been received from the sale of postage- 
stamps, postal cards, &e. In this case it is clear that the money had 
been received from the sale of postage-stamps, postal cards, and mat- 
ters of that character. Now, my opinion was at the time the general 
act was passed that postmasters were as much entitled to be reimbursed 
for the loss of money taken in a day or two before for stamps as for the loss 
of the stampsthemselves. But the House thought otherwise—thought 
to establish that rule would be dangerous, and therefore the general 
law was passed excluding compensation for loss of the character pro- 
vided for in this bill. 

I am in favor of my friend’s bill notwithstanding the general law, 
but I insist there shall be no discrimination in favor of Massachusetts. 
That is all. 

Mr. ROBINSON, of Massachusetts. I hope that will not prevent the 
passage of the bill which my friend admits is just. I move that the 
bill be laid aside to be reported to the House favorably. 

The motion was agreed to; and the bill was accordingly laid aside to 
be reported to the House favorably. 


WILLIAM LAKE. 
The next business on the Private Calendar was the bill (If. R. 792) 
for the relief of William Lake. 
The bill was read, as follows: 


to pay to William Lake, postmaster at Vassar, Tuscola County, Michigan, out 
of any money in the Treasury not otherwise appropriated, $544.32, being the 
amount of money-order and postage funds in his possession belonging to the 
United States and taken from his safe by burglars on the night of the 28th day 
of January, 1881, without any fault or want of care on his part, and since fully 
paid by him to the United States. 


Mr. HOLMAN. I presume that is covered by the general law, and 
I therefore move it be laid aside to be reported to the House with the 
recommendation that it be laid on the table without prejudice. 

Mr. RICH. In view of the action taken by the committee on the 


bill for the relief of John 8. Severance, I hope the motion of the gen- | 


tleman from Indiana will not be agreed to. If the report of the com- 
mittee be read, it will be seen this case stands precisely upon the same 
footing as the one just passed upon. 
Mr. HOLMAN. Very well, let the report be read. 
The Clerk read as follows: 
The Committee on Claims, to whom was referred the bill LI. R. 792, having had 
the same under consideration, beg leave to report as follows : 
_ William Lake, on the 29th day of January, 1881, was and still is postmaster at 
Vassar, Tuscola County, Michigan, and on the night of said day, about midnight, 
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fund, leaving out of it all that is covered by the general law 

The report mn this case is a very brief on The fhets are not entered 
into in any detail; mere conclusions are announced by the committee, 
and nothing more. rhe simple statement that the claimant has been 
guilty of no negligence is not suflicient, in my judgment, to warrant us 
in taking this bill out from under the operations of the general law and 
making it a special exception here. The statements furnished by the 
reports, asl have said, are very general; they give no information what 
ever beyond the mere opinion of the committee, which is of little im 
portance unless the facets are cited I suggest, theretore, to the gentle 
man to allow this bill to be amended so as to cover simply what is not 
now covered by this general law 

Mr. ROBINSON, of Massachusetts. That is right 

Mr. RICH. I have no objection to that 

Mr. HOLMAN. ‘Then I will move, with the consent of the ventle 
man, to strikeout of the bill allsuch portion of this proposed appropria 
tion as is covered by the general law. Nothing should be in this bill 
that is covered by the law. 

Mr. ROBINSON, of Massachusetts Let me suggest to my triend 
from Indiana that it will be necessary to be caretul how we frame the 
bill, because under the general law the party can apply to the Depart 


| ment for a portion of the amount lost, and we might pass such a bill 


as would authorize duplicate payments or bring it in contlict with the 


| general law. 


: | while an amendment is being prepared to it, the Chair thinks 
Be it enacted, &c., That the Secretary of the Treasury be, and hereby is, directed | 


Mr. HOLMAN. Il ask that the bill be again rr ported 

The bill was again read 

Mr. ROBINSON, of Massachusett There seems to be no objection 
to the proposed amendment if the amendment is made in proper form. 
I suggest, therefore, to my friend from Indiana, that we pass over the 
bill informally and take up the next bill, and in the mean time we can 
prepare the necessary amendment, after which we can return to this bill 

Mr. HOLMAN. I have no objec tion to that 

The CHAIRMAN. Without objection, this bill will be laid aside 
temporarily to be returned to before the committee rise 

There was no objec tion 

ORDER OF BUSINESS 

Mr. BROWNE. I move that the committee now ris L will state 
that the object of my motion is that we may go to the unfinished business 
of a private character that has been reported from the Committee of the 
Whole back to the House. 

The CHAIRMAN. ‘The Chair will suggest to the gentleman from 
Indiana that unanimous consent having been given that the bill just 
before the committee should be laid aside temporarily and informally 
that we 
could not now rise until after the consideration of that bill has been 
had in committee. 

Mr. BROWNE. 


If that was the understanding, I withdraw the mo 


| tion. 


CAREY Bb. PEPPER 
The CHAIRMAN 
Calendar. 
The next business on the Private Calendar was the bill (HL R. 2525) 
to reimburse Carey B. Pepper, postmaste1 


The Clerk will report the next billon the Private 


at Oneonta, New York, for 
postal stamps and postal funds stolen from his office 

The bill is as follows: 

Be it enacted, &c., That the Secretary of the Treasury is hereby authorized and 
directed to pay unto Carey B. Pepper, postmaster at Oneonta, Otsego County, 
New York, the sum of $1,090.18, for postage-stamps and postal funds stolen by 
burglars from his office on May 2, 1831; and that sum is hereby appropriated, to 
be paid out of any money in the Treasury not otherwise appropriated 

Sec, 2. That thisact shall take effect and be in force from its passage 


Mr. HOLMAN. I think that this bill should be amended in the 
same manner, so I ask that it be passed over informally for the present 
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The CHAIRMAN. That may be done by unanimous consent. Is 
there objection to the suggestion of the gentleman from Indiana? 

Mr. PEELLE. ‘The report in this case, Mr. Chairman, seems to refer 
to money-order funds and postage-stamps. 

Mr. HOLMAN. It will have to be divided in some way so as to take 
it from under the operation of the general law. 

Mr. PEELLE. No, sir; money-order funds are covered by the gen- 
eral bill. I presume that this bill is covered entirely by the general 
law; but in the absence of the gentleman from New York [ Mr. MAson], 
who reported the bill, I think it will be well to pass it over informally, 
and he can take such course in the Senate as he may choose in refer- 
ence to it. 

Mr. HOLMAN. [think it is of the highest public moment that the 
general law should be effective as far as possible. The language of this 
general law is: 

For the loss of money-order funds, postage-stamps, stamped envelopes, news- 
paper wrappers, postal cards, belonging to the United States, Kc. 

Now, this bill is for postal money and post-office stamps. Itis cov- 
ered by the general law. I therefore move that it be reported back to 
the House with the recommendation that it be laid upon the table with- 
out prejudice. 

Mr. PEELLE, Mr. Chairman, I hope that my colleague will consent 
to let us pass the bill over informally on account of the absence of the 
gentleman from New York [Mr. MAson], who reported the bill. 

Mr. HOLMAN. LI have no objection to that. 

Mr. BROWNE. Will my colleague allow me to ask him if he meant 
anything by the general law, which I believe he reported himself? If 
it means nothing, let it be so understood. If, however, it was intended 
to get rid of this character of legislation, let that also be understood. 

Mr. PEELLE. Iwill state, inanswer to my colleague, that the gen- 
eral law covers postage-stamps, money-order funds, and [ was anxious 
that if should also include postal funds; but out of deference to what 
had been the action of the Senate previously postal funds were excluded. 
Now, with reference to the bills pending before the committee, both of 
these were reported before the general law was passed. 

Mr. BROWNE. Is not this bill covered by the general law ? 

Mr. PEELLE. I presume it is; but, as I have said, this bill and the 
other one were reported before the general law was passed, and there- 
fore I ask that it be passed over informally, out of deference to the gen- 
tleman from New York, who is absent. 

Mr. HOLMAN. Why pass over the bill informally instead of dis- 
poring of it? 

Mr. PEELLE. I make that suggestion for this reason: I find that the 
bill speaks of ‘* postal funds,’’ while in the report they are described as 
‘*money-order funds;’’ and I am not sure which is correct. For that 
reason | want the bill passed over, that the gentleman from New York, 
who reported it, may have an opportunity of speaking for it himself. 

Mr. HOLMAN. I withdraw my motion. 

There being no objection, the bill was passed over informally. 


WILLIAM LAKE. 


Mr. HOLMAN. ‘The bill for the relief of William Lake, which was 
passed over afew moments ago until an amendment should be prepared, 
is for postage-stamps and money-order funds. That is covered by the 
general law. The general law covers both items. What else is there? 

Mr. RICH. Money received from drawer-rents and the sale of post- 
age-stamps. 

Mr. ROBINSON, of Massachusetts. The amendment will be ready 
in a few moments. 

Some time subsequently, 

Mr. ROBINSON, of Massachusetts, said: The amendment in regard 
to the bill for the relief of William Lake is now ready. 

The Clerk read the proposed amendment, as follows: 

Strike out all after the word “appropriated,” in line 6,down to the word “in,” 


in the eighth line, and insert “$32.95 for box and drawer rents, and $119.30 for 
cash received from the sale of postage-stamps.”’ 


Mr. RICH. This amendment which I have offered provides for the 
payment of just the amount which is not provided for in the general 
law. ‘The application has been made for this amount, and all the pa- 
pers connected with the case are now with the Department. I hope 
there will be no objection to the adoption of the amendment. 

Mr. ROBINSON, of Massachusetts. It just covers the case. 

The amendment was agreed to; and the bill as amended was laid 
aside to be reported to the House. 


CHARLES W. BUTTON, 


The next business on the Private Calendar was the bill (H. R. 3842) 
to pay to Charles W. Button the costs of advertising property levied on 
by the collector of United States internal revenue in the fifth district 
of the State of Virginia. 

The bill was read, as follows: 

Be it enacted, &c,, That the Secretary of the Treasury be, and he is hereby, au- 
thorized to pay to Charles W, Button, editor and proprietor of the Lynchburgh 
Virginian, the sum of $80.93, the balance due him on account for edvartisine te 
sale of property levied on by E. Boyd Pendleton, late collector of the United 
States internal revenue for the fifth district of Virginia. 


Mr. HOLMAN, Let the report be read. 





The report was read, as follows: 

The Committee on Claims, having had under consideration the petition to 
pay to Charles W. Button the costs of advertising property levied on by the col- 

ector of United States internal revenue in the fifth district of the State of Vir- 
ginia, submit the following report: 

Charles W. Button was the proprietor and publisher of the Lynchburgh Vir- 
ginian, a newspaper published at Lynchburgh, within the fifth Congressional 
district of Virginia, in 1867, 1868, 1869, and during that time published certain offi- 
cial advertisements for the United States, by contract made with E. Boyd Pen- 
dleton, the collector for said district, in the course of his official duty. The ad- 
vertisements were principally for the sales of property for payment of taxes, 
and the charges were at the regular established rates of advertising in that news- 
paper. The collector, while admitting the justness of the account, declines to 
pay it, and the Government refuses to pay, alleging that it can only deal with 
the collector, E. Boyd Pendleton. The amount stated in the bill is the balance 
due on this account. The proceeds of the sale of the property advertised were 
either embezzled or paid into the Treasury of the Uni States, and in either 
event the claimant should be paid for his work. 

The committee report the accompanying bill, and recommend that it do pass. 


Mr. HOLMAN. The bill calls for a very small amount. The report 
does not show why this money was not paid by the collector. Perhaps 
the gentleman from Missouri [Mr. CLARK], who made the report, can 
state why the money was not paid. 

Mr. SPARKS. What does the report show as to that. 

Mr. HOLMAN. It does not show anything. If the gentleman from 
Missouri [Mr. CLARK] is not prepared to answer the question, I will 
not delay the action of the committee. 

The bill was laid aside to be reported to the House with the recom- 
mendation that it do pass. 


WILLIAM J. POLLOCK, 


The next business on the Private Calendar was the bill (H. R. 1408) 
for the relief of William J. Pollock. 

Mr. ERRETT. A Senate bill of the same character was passed by 
the House last session, and is now a law. I move that the bill be re- 
ported back to the House with the recommendation that it do lie upon 
the table without prejudice. 

The motion was agreed to. 


THOMAS DOAK. 


The next business on the Private Calendar was the bill (H. R. 942) 
for the relief of Thomas Doak. 

The bill was read. 

Mr. HOLMAN. [I call for the reading of the report. 

The report was read. 

Mr. HOLMAN. This bill for the relief of a postmaster is subject to 
the same objection as a similar bill which was passed over informally 
a few moments ago. I trust this bill also will be passed over, unless 
gentlemen present having it in charge think proper to modify it, so as 
to make it conform to the views that have been expressed. 

There being no objection, the bill was passed over informally. 


HENRY L. JAMES. 


The next business on the Private Calendar was the bill (H. R. 693) 
for the relief of Henry L. James. 
The bill was read, as follows: 


Be it enacted, &c., That there be appropriated, out of any money in the Treas- 
ury not otherwise appropriated, the sum of $200.74, to be placed to the credit of 
the Post-Office Department; and the proper accounting officers of the Post-Office 
Department are hereby directed to credit Henry L. James, of Williamsburgh, 
Massachusetts, in his account as postmaster, with the same, it being for loss 
sustained by robbery of his office on the night of the 8th of August, 1872, but 
without fault or neglect on the part of said postmaster. 


Mr. ROBINSON, of Massachusetts. Let the report be read. 
The report was read, as follows: 


The Committee on Claims, to whom was referred the bill for the relief of Henry 
L. James, have considered the same, and eye report : 

The report of the Committee on Claims of the Forty-sixth Congress (Report 
No. 911) was as follows: 

“ This is a claim that the said James be allowed the sum of $200.74, being the 
amount of money and stamps stolen from the office in Williamsburgh, Massa- 
chusetts, at which he was postmaster, This claim has formerly been considered 
by Cangress, —y 7 no final action has been taken in to it. The Com- 
mittee on Claims of the Forty-fourth Congress, second on (February 1, 1877, 
Report No. 163), made a favorable re to the House of Representatives, and in 
the Forty-fifth Congress, second session, a favorable report on the same claim 
was ee to the Senate, and the bill the Senate June 12, 1878. The re- 
port of the Committee on Claims of Forty-fourth Congress was as follows : 

“*Henry L. James, of Williamsburgh, in the State of Massachusetts, claims that 
he was for a long time rat that place; that onthe night of the 8th of 
August, 1872, his office was entered by burglars, the safe in which he kept all of 
the valuables pertaining to the office blown open, and contents thereof carried off 
about a mile, where it was looked over, and such as was notdeemed of value to 
the robbers was left under a bridge, where it was found the next day, the balance 
being carried away, and no part of the same was ever recovered; that there was 
taken $65.84 of the money-order fund, and he estimates $150 worth of postage- 
stamps, making a total of $215.84; that this loss did notarise from neglect or from 
any fault on his part; that he had money and other valuables of his own in the 
said safe that were likewise carriedaway and not recovered. As proofof the fore- 

ing statement the postmaster submits his own affidavit and that of Gains O. 
Wood. his assistant. The latter swears that the postmaster was also acting as 
express t, and the express com y sustained a loss at the same time by 
reason of said robbery ; that the outd enmeess company caused an examination 
of the factsand cir t cted therewith, and became satisfied that no 
blame could be attached to Mr, James or tothe employés, and allowed him a credit 
for the amount stolen. In reply to a letter of inquiry, the Third Assistant Post- 
master-General replies, stating that the amount of money-order funds in the 
hands of the postmaster at the date of the robbery, as itap) from the books of 
the Department, was $50.74, instead of $65.81as stated bythe postmaster; that an 
order issued by him the next day for $15.10 would just make the difference; that 








the amount of stamps claimed to have been lost is not unreasonable, according 
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to an estimate from the books. The committee recommend that an allowance 
be made as follows: 

Yor money-order funds stolen.................. 
For stamps GONE. .ccocseees ae Sa 


SO 74 
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“This committee, after full consideration, find the facts to be as stated in said 
report of the Committee on Claims of the Forty-fourth Congress, and adopt the 
same as their report. It appears that due diligence was used by the postmaster, 
both in the care of his stamps and money before the robbery and in endeavoring 
to recover the property stolen by the burglars, and that he certainly used that 
reasonable care which any man of ordinary diligence would employ in the pro- 
tection of his own valuables. The committee therefore report back the accom- 
panying bill, and recommend that the same be passed, 
This committee find the statement in said report to be true, and adopt it as 
their own; and therefore report back the accompanying bill, and recommend 
that the same do pass. 


Mr. HOLMAN. This bill is like those which have been passed over. 
The amount is small, but I think we should adhere to the same rule. 

Mr. NORCROSS. 
Mr. James is within the purview of the general law—the whole of it. I 


I desire to suggest that this bill for the relief of 


| tee. 


therefore move that the bill be reported back to the House with the | 


recommendation that it do lie upon the table without prejudice. 
The motion was agreed to. 
JOSEPH WESCOTT & SON. 
The next business on the Private Calendar was the bill (HL. R. 3850) 
for the relief of Joseph Wescott & Son. 
The bill was read, as follows: 


Be it enacted, &c., That the sum of $3,468 be, and the same hereby is, appropri- | 


ated, out of any money in the Treasury not otherwise appropriated, for the pur- 
pose of paying to Joseph Wescott & Son, of Portland, in the State of Maine, the 
said sum, as a balance due to them for cut granite furnished by them, under con- 
tract and otherwise, for the construction of two stairways in the east wing of the 
State, War, and Navy Departments Building in Washington, and to reimburse 
them for cut granite omitted by mistake from their estimates for said contract, 
and for other granite ordered by the Government independently of said contract. 

Sec. 2. That the Secretary of the Treasury is hereby authorized and directed 
to pay the said sum of money to the said Joseph Wescott & Son upon the exe- 
cution and delivery to him of proper receipts therefor. 

Mr. BROWNE. 
bill? 

The CHAIRMAN. 
collars. : ; 

Mr. BROWNE. I understand the report in the case is a long one. 

Mr. REED. I will be very glad to state the nature of the case if the 
Ilouse prefer it rather than have the report read. 

Mr. BROWNE. I should prefer that course myself. 

Mr. REED. If there is no objection, I will state the leading facts 
in the case as I recollect them. 

Mr. HOLMAN. I think the report had better be read first. 

Mr. BROWNE. I will say tomy colleague [Mr. HOLMAN] that the 
report is very voluminous, and as I desire at an early moment to move 
that the committee rise, | hope he will allow the gentleman from Maine 


May I inquire what is the sum appropriated by this 


Three thousand four hundred and sixty-eight 


{Mr. REED] to make a statement instead of calling for the reading of 


the report. 

Mr. HOLMAN. I have no objection to that. 

Mr. REED. This bill was first introduced into Congress some four 
or five years ago. In what I state I do not profess to be accurate as to 
amounts, nor possibly as to details. But the principle upon which the 
Honse will have to vote upon this bill is a very simple one. 


Messrs. Joseph Wescott & Son were granite-cutters in my State. The 


officer in charge of the new State Department Building advertised for | 
certain work to be done, to wit, a winding staircase in one corner of 


the new State, War, and Navy Building. 
iar nature. 
quently required new plans and special labor for each stone. 
very unusual kind of work. 


That work is of a very pecul- 


Itis a 


No one step is like any of the other steps, and it conse- | 


| no authority under the law to pay it 
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very properly, ** We can not construe contracts in that sort of way 
If you make a contract and it comes out wrong, you lose; and if you 
make a contract and it comes out right, you gain. We can not change 
the law in that respect: otherwise there would be no use in making con- 
tracts.” 

But the committee did say that while they can not rectify any con 
tracts of that kind, they can rectify a mistake of fact. Now, it turns 
out that in calculating upon this matter from the plans, the builders 
left out of their caleulation some of the work, owing to the nature ot 
the plans, which are very fully detailed in the report of the commit 
1 will say that Colonel Casey admits this to be a righteous and 
proper claim, and one which he would himself have paid, but he had 
Colonel Casey is the officer in 
charge of the work. 

The item in regard to which it is found there was an actual mistake 
of fact foots up the amount which is contained in this bill, and on this 
account the committee recommend the passage of the bill The com 
mittee says: 


It is clear that, as to the stones thus omitted, the claimants, ir 
due and reasonable care and without « ulpable negligence made a mist 
in not taking any account ofthem. It wasa mistake which any manm 
made and which probably most men would have made, and one against which 
the claimants took peculiar and unusual precautions, by getting a clerk in the 
Government office to with them cheek off on the list the stones called for in the 
estimates and plans, and it may be said that the clerk in the employment of the 
Government assisted the claimant in making the mistake. Neither the clerk 
nor the claimant was in fault, because the mistake might naturally have ha; 
pened to any one 


ithe exercise of 


ike ot tact 
wht have 


I believe these are all the pomnts in the case which deserve any coh 
sideration. This bill simply covers the amount of loss occasioned by 
the mistake infact. It does not reimburse these men for money actually 
paid out, and to-day the Government has work for which these men 
paid out inactual money 36,000 more than they will receive even ifthis 
bill should become a law. 

1 would add further that the mistake was discovered before the work 
had proceeded very far, and the senior member of the firm said to Colo 


| nel Casey: “I tind T have made a mistake, and I am disposed to throw 


| up this contract.’’ 


But Colonel Casey assured him that if he went on 


| and finished the work, and showed that a mistake was made, the Gov 


It also turned out in the result that the plans were calculated to mis- 


lead, not, of course, intentionally, but it so happened that the plans 
were so made that they would mislead even an experienced builder. 

The offer for this work was made by the Messrs. Wescott not for the 
purpose directly of making money, but it being then a time of great 
depression in business, they desired to keep their workmen employed, 
and consequently they deliberately calculated upon a transaction which 
was to give them, in their judgment, only enough money to pay their 
workmen, the advantage to them being that they kept up their organi- 
zation. 

They bid to do this work for $15,000. The report of the engineer in 
charge shows that the work which they did cost them, in actual money 
paid to their laborers, nearly $10,000 more than they received, without 
allowing a single cent for profit or for any other purpose. 

The report of Colonel Casey also shows that the work which they 
performed for this sum of $25,000 was work of the same character that 
in another corner of the same building, with one story less of steps, 
cost the Government $66,000. At the same rate at which the steps in 
the other corner of the building were constructed, the staircase which 


these contractors constructed at a cost to them of twenty-five or twenty- | 


six thousand dollars would have cost the Government something over 
000. 

These contractors made a claim for the amount of money which they 

had disbursed beyond their contract. The committee said, and said 


ernment would rectify it; and he also pointed out to him that if he did 
not do it he would be in the position of a defaulting Government con 
tractor. The members of this firm being honorable gentlemen, and 
being moved by what Colonel Casey said to them, went on and com 
pleted the work. 

To recapitulate. If these men get the money covered by this bill 
they will still be out actually $6,000, and will have furnished to th 
Government of the United States for the sum of about $20,000, work 
similar to that which has cost the Government in another part of the 
same building at the rate of $80,000 that the bill be laid aside 
and reported favorably to the House 

Mr. HOLMAN, I have betore me the r port of the committee, te 
which is appended a letter from Thomas Lincoln Casey, lieutenant 
colonel, Corps of Engineers, to the gentleman reporting this bill. Al 
though this seems to be a claim for loss resulting trom taking a contract 
at too low a rate, Lam not certain, upon the brief examination I have 
been able to make of this statement of the engineer, that there may not 
be some equitable foundation for the claim. I think as a general prop 
osition it is exceedingly unwise for the Government to attempt to re« 


I move 


| tify contracts which have proven in their execution unfavorable to the 


contracting parties. There will undoubtedly arise occasionally a case ot 
sufficient strength in equity to justify the Government in compensating 
the parties for their loss. Upon my hasty examination of this report 
I am not prepared to say thisclaim may not be of that class.’ I am in 
clined to ask the reading of the letter to which I have referred, as it 
presents the case very fully. It is, however, a document of some length 

Mr. REED. I can assure the gentleman from Indiana { Mr. Hor 
MAN] that there is nothing in this report or in the facts of this cass 
which militates at all against the principles he has laid down. I my 
self donot believe in rectifying Government contracts except in circum 
stances under which a court of equity would rectify them; that is, in 
cases where there has been a mistake of fact. Where parties have in 
nocently made a mistake of fact, a court of equity will grant relief. J 
believe that Congress should do the same. I do not beli: 
should take into account, except incidentally as a matter of induce 
ment, the.question whether or not a man has made or lost by his con 
tract. The object of the Government in making a contract is to get the 
work done at a fixed price; and that ought not in general to be deviated 
from. But when there has been a mistake of fact the actual status of 
the contractor as to profits may possibly be stated as a matter of induce 
ment bearing upon the equities of the case 

Mr. HOLMAN. The letter to which I have referred contains a pas 


ve ( ‘ongress 


| Sage which seems to present the whole case; and as it is brief I will 


read it, so that we may act understandingly upon this subject: 

The senior partner, Captain Joseph Wescott, after having cut one of the two 
stairways, called upon me and stated that, owing to their loss in this cutting, he 
was of a mind and had about determined to throw up the job and forfeit the 
amount of the bond, together with the retained 10 per cent. of what they had 
already earned, I advised him not to do so,as if he did he would put himself 


in the position of a failing contractor, and so deprive himself of an opportunity 
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to have his bids considered upon any other work that might arise; and that it 
would be better for him to go on in the face of known loss and appeal to Con- 
stress for relief, and that if he could show to Congress, fair and square, that he 
was necessarily expending, or had expended, more than he was to receive, in 
my judgment his loss would be made good to him. 

That paragraph presents the entire case. There were two stairways 
which were contracted for jointly. After the material for the construc- 
tion of one had been furnished the contractor, discovering that he was 
sustaining heavy loss, determined to throw up his contract, forfeiting 
his bond and also the 10 per cent. retained by the Government on what 
lhiul already been earned, but it would appear that under the advice of 


the engineer he reconsidered his decision and determined to make this | 


appeal to Congress. 

Mr. HUMPHREY. Mr. Chairman, it seems to me this is the ordi- 
nary case of a man bound to carry out his contract, if he can, but enti- 
‘led to rely upon any equitable consideration which would allow him 
relief. If a man makes a contract under a mistake of law, no matter 
how learned or how ignorant he may be with respect to the law, he can 
never obtain any relief from the consequences of that mistake; but if 
he acts under a mistake of fact, the courts will relieve him justas readily 
as they would allow him to sue on a promissory note. It seems to me 
(ongress should not for one moment hesitate to grant relief where a con- 
tractor is entitled to it upon any equitable consideration. In this case 
! think we should give this man relief as an incentive to contractors to 
act honestly in such cases and fulfill their contracts even at a loss, 

The question bemg taken on the motion of Mr. REED that the bill 
be laid aside to be reported favorably to the House, it was agreed to. 


S. FP. YEOMANS AND A. LEECH. 


The next business on the Private Calendar was the bill (H. R. 301) for 

the relief of Stephen P. Yeomans and Andrew Leech. 
Che bill was read, as follows: 

Re it enacted, &e., That the Secretary of the Treasury be, and he is hereby, au- 
theorized and directed to pay to Stephen P. Yeomans, late register of the United 
States land office at Sioux City, lowa, outof any money in the Treasury not oth- 
erwise appropriated, the sum of $7,500, in full for all extraordinary services or 
expenses rendered or incurred by him during his term of office as such register. 

sec. 2. That the Secretary of the Treasury be, and he is hereby, authorized 
and directed to pay to Andrew Leech, late receiver of the United States land 
oMice at Sioux City, Lowa, out of any money in the Treasury not otherwise ap- 
propriated, the sum of $4,050, in full as indemnity for all extraordinary expenses 
smeourred by him during his term of office as such receiver. 


Mr. DEERING. Mr. Chairman, as this bill was introduced by me, 
and one of the claimants resides inmy district, | wish to say a few words 
in explanation of the claim here presented. The report is somewhat 
volumifous, and as my friend from Indiana [ Mr. BROWNE] is anxious 
to progress as rapidly as possible with the consideration of the Private 
Calendar, Lhope it will not be necessary to read the whole of it, although 
all of it may be printed inthe Recorp, I will refer to certain portions 
which realiy embody the essential points, and those portions if neces- 
sary can be read to the House. 

Now, Mr. Chairman, the object of this bill is to refund to these claim- 
ants, the receiver and the register of this land office, certain moneys 
paid out by them for extraordinary expenses during their term of service 
for clerk-hire, oflice-rent, &c. It is known to most members, certainly 


to those coming from the West, that registersand receivers of land offices | 


acted under the impression that they were entitled to a certain fee for 
the location of land-warrants, which amounted to about $1 for every 
forty acres located. 

Mr. SPARKS, The gentleman means a dollar to beth and fifty cents 
to each, 

Mr, DEERING, Yes, one dollar to both, and that of course would 
be fifty cents to each on every forty acres. Well, sir, acting under this 
impression that they were entitled to these fees, they made no charges 
lor office-rent or clerk-hire, This was the case not only with this land 
office, but with all others throughout the West. Aftera term of years 
the United States brought suit to recover the amount of the fees which 
had been retained by these officers, The first suit was brought against 
a register or receiver by the name of Babbitt in theState of lowa, The 
case was brought before the present United States judge of that dis- 
trict, and was decided in favor of the claimant. It was then taken up 
to the Supreme Court of the United States, and after being carefully 
heard the decision of the district court of Iowa was reversed, This 
money was taken from these claimants, They were compelled to re- 
fund it to the Government, 

Not less than half a dozen bills of a similar character, and for similar 
services, were introduced in the Forty-third and Forty-fourth Con- 
uresses, and were passed in every case and almost without opposition. 
This bill was introduced by myself in the Forty-sixth Congress, and 
after being very carefully considered by the Committee on Claims was 
reported with a unanimous recommendation that it should pass; but it 
was not reached on the Calendar. It was again introduced by me at 
the first session of this Congress, and referred to the Committee on 
Claims, and again, after very careful consideration by that committee, 
was unanimously reported with the recommendation that it should be 
passed, 

I will not detain the House longer, Mr. Chairman, but will merely 
ask that certain portions of the report which I have marked be read by 
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the Clerk, as they embrace what is most important for the information 
of the House. 


The report of the committee is as follows: 


Your committee, to whom was referred the bill (1. R. 301) for the relief of su 
phen P. Yeomans and Andrew Leech, report : 

That this claim was referred to the House Committee on Claims in the second 
session of the Forty-sixth Congress, who, after a full investigation, made a report 
in favor of the same; which report, No. 872, made as aforesaid, is adopted by 
your committee and herewith submitted, and they report the bill herein back 
without amendment, and recommend its passage : 

“ The Committee on Claims, having had under consideration the bill (H. R. 1110 
for the relief of Stephen P. Yeomans and Andrew Leech, beg leave to submit the 
following report : 

“The claimants in this case seek indemnity for clerk-hire and office-rent ex- 
a by them respectively as register and receiver of the Sioux City land office 

owa, 

“Stephen P. Yeomans was appointed register March 7, 1855, and remained j) 
said office until May, 1861, something oversix years. He asks compensation upon 
the following basis: 

Office-rent, at $600 per annum ................0...0.cceeeceeeeeneees 
One clerk, six years, at $1,000 per annum 
Additional clerk-hire............... Saab bene wis : 





UE OI GE III ass sit ceis cniiencekanseneshecntebbincssersscusoncete 11, 60) 
“He also prays compensation for services in investigating, by order of the Sec- 
retary of the Interior, charges against a receiver at Omaha, Nebraska, and the 
surveyor-general’s office in Kansas, of $00. Also for services in depositing 
money at Dubuque, received from the receiverat Sioux City, in the sum of $300, 
maketig a total of $12,400, 
“ Andrew Leech wasappointed October 8, 1856, and continued in such office til! 
Mareh 31, A. D. 1860, a period of nearly four years and one-half. He prayscom 
pensation upon the following basis : 








ESE SSSR GS Re Se Ria SEEGER eo REE ee eae HOES .. $4,000 
a I INTIS 4.6... sa: cccierapecnene <nevesp nebarsoagauenenemmenanaeensen 1,500 
a RE TEE Se a 502 RESTORE SE a Sang ee eT SIC nae PR LS nk Sea Rare 5,500 


“In response toan inquiry addressed to the honorable Secretary of the Interior 
by your committee, the acting Commissioner of the General Land Office, in a 
letter under date of February 10, 1880 (herewith submitted), says: 

“*It appears from the records of this office that Andrew Leech was receiver «| 
public moneys at the land oflice at Sioux City, lowa, from the 29th of November, 
1855, to the Sist March, 1850, and that Stephen P. Yeomans was register at thx 
same place during all of said period. The register and receiver during the whole 
of the time were paid their salaries, and were each allowed the fees and commi- 
sions authorized by law on the business of said office, even to maximum com 
pensation. 

“*1. Noallowances were made for © clerk-hire or office-rent ” during their terms 
of office, for the reason that such allowances were not made twenty or twenty 
five years ago, the time of their incumbency. 

“*2. Mr. Yeomans, as register, has not been allowed anything “ for depositin. 
at Dubuque,” for the reason that he was not required nor authorized by law 
make deposits. 

“*3. No credit has been given the disbursing agent for the register’s claims fo) 
services in investigating charges against the surveyor-general’s office in Kansa-~ 

“Tt appears abundantly, from the evidence submitted to your committee, that 
both Yeomans and Leech supposed themselves to be entitled, as a part of th 
emoluments of their office, to certain warrant charges exacted of parties ente: 
ing the Government land agreeably to the various acts of Congress on that sul 
ject, and more particularly the sixth section of the act of March 3, 1855, which 

yrovides— 

pe That registers and receivers of the several land offices shall be severally au 
thorized to charge and receive for their services in locating all warrants unde: 
the provisions of this act the same compensation or percentage to which they ar: 
entitled by law for salesofthe public lands for cash at the rate of $1 peracre, th: 
said compensation to be paid by the assignees or holders of said warrants.’ 

* These warrant charges were, inthe aggregate, very considerable, and, had they 
belonged to these officers, would have rendered the emoluments of these positions 
sufficient to coverall necessary expenses, and afford at the same time ample sa! 
ary for the incumbents thereof. 

“The claim to these charges, asa part of the emoluments of these offices, seem 
to have been universal among registers and receivers, It was based upon th: 
construction given to the said tenth section of the act of March 3, 1855, and th« 
various other acts of Congress relating to the sale of public lands by several emi 
nent lawyers, and notably among others the late Reverdy Johnson, of Baltimore 

“Tt seems, however, that the Secretary of the Treasury did not acquiesce in this 
claim upon the part of registers and receivers, but, on the contrary, insisted that 
the salary and perquisites of these officers were limited by the act of Congress of 
April 20, 1818 (3 Siat., 466), to the sum of $3,000 per annum as the maximum 
amount. Suits were instituted by the Government to settle the construction of 
the various acts of Congress bearing on the question in controversy. 

“Two cases were commenced in 1858 in the United States district court for th: 
district of lowa, one against Lysander W. Babbitt, as register of the land offic: 
at Kanesville, lowa, and one against Robert Coles, register at Chariton, lowa 
These suits were decided by the district court of Iowa against the Government, 
Judge Love aflirming the right of the defendants to retain the charges as a part 
of the emoluments of their respective offices. The cases were subsequently taken 
by writ of error to the Supreme Court of the United States, where the decision 
of the district court was reversed, the court holding that the maximum amount 
of the emoluments of these offices was fixed by the act of 1518 at the sum of $3,000 
The opinion of the Supreme Court is reported in 1 Black, page 5. 

“ Under this decision of the Supreme Court the claimants were compelled to ac- 
count to the Government for all receipts of their offices in excess of the sum of 
$3,000 per annum. 

“It appears from a letter from the acting Commissioner of the General Land 
Office, under date of February 19, 1880 (herewith submitted), that the claimant 
Leech, as the receiver of public moneys at the land office at Sioux City, lowa, 
‘collected and paid over as fees on military bounty-land warrants the sum of 
ay between the 3d day of December, 1855, and the 3ist day of March, A 

). 1860," 

“It isthusseen that had the claimants been correct in their interpretation of the 
law, the annual incomes of their res ive offices would have been very con 
siderably greater than the sum of $3,000. Having been disappointed in what 
they insist were their just expectations in regard to the emoluments of their 
offices, they now ask to be reimbursed for what they all were really extra- 
ordinary expenses growing out of the exigencies of the public service and nec- 
essarily incurred by them in the proper management of their offices, to wit, clerk- 
hire and office-rent, and for which, as they assert, no provision or allowance has 
ever been made them. : 

“It is obvious that these claimants might have realized from their respective 
offices the full amount of salaries at the rate of $3,000 per annum, upon a much 
smaller vol of busi than appears to have been in fact transacted by them 





| From the evidence submitted to your committee it is clear that the claimants 
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chose rather to afford the public every reasonable facility for the transaction 
of business. The rush westward for lands in those days was very great. rhe 
exigencies of the public service and the burdens imposed upon registers and re- 
ceivers are well described by Judge Love, of the United States district court of 
Iowa, in his opinion in the Babbitt case already referred to He Says: — 

«+ Phe history of the land sales of 1555 will place the object of Congress in pass 
ing the sixth section (act of 1855) in a clear and definite light. The rage of spec- 
ulation had, during that year, nearly reached its height; mulvitudes of people 
besieged the land offices, clamorously demanding the location of their warrants 
Many millions of acres of land were disposed of in Iowa in an ineredibly short 
space of time. Under these circumstances it was manifest that no ordinary 
force of clerksand no ordinary means and appliances were sufficient to meet the 
exigencies of the service. The salaries of the officers were wholly inadequate to 
meet these expenses. Hence Congress had either to provide the means of pay- 
ing such expenditures out of the public Treasury, or of enabling the land officers 
to do it by authorizing them to receive fees adequate to that purpose from those 
for whose benefit the services were performed and the expenses incurred, Con 
gress chose the alternative least burdensome to the public Treasury. 

**In cash sales the officer had but to count the gold and issue the certificat 
In cash sales, one written application and one certificate were sufficient for a 
whole section. How different is it under the land-warrantsystem. Inthe loca- 
tion of warrants, the officers have to examine the assignments, oftentimes numer- 
ous and sometimes by guardians, &c.,and pass upon their validity. This is often 
a delicate and responsible duty. A separate application and separate certificate 
have to be written for every warrant, With 160-acre warrants, four applications 
and four certificates were required for a section of land, and with 40-acre war- 
rants sixteen applications and sixteen certificates were required for the same 
quantity of land, (Senate Report No. 176, second session Forty-tifth Congress, 
case of T. A. Walker.)’ 

* There seems to be hardly any question about the propriety of reasonable allow- 
ances for the extraordinary expenses of these officers. The Commissioner of the 
General Land Office, in a letter to the Secretary of the Interior, under date of 
February 14, 1877, which is set forth in the Senate report above cited, says: 

** The following United States land offices were allowed for payment to clerks, 
rendered necessary in consequence of the magnitude of the sales of Osage and 
other Indian lands, the sums paid to them having been charged against the pro 
ceeds as expenses : 


David B. Emmert, receiver at Ilumboldt, Kansas... ; ; . B15 
William Q. Jenkins, register at Wichita, Kansas... 3. 207 
M. W. Reynolds, receiver at Independence, Kansas. 2,041 


“* The act of Congress of 7th July, 1876, allowed Ariel K. Eaton, late receiver, and 
James D. Jenkins, former register, at Decorah and Osage, lowa, $3,000 each, on 
account of payments forthe services of clerks, upon the ground that such employ- 
ment was necessary, owing to the large number of entriesof land at that office. 

“*By act of 8th February, 1861 (section 2255 Revised Statutes of the United States), 
the Secretary of the Interior is authorized to approve the employment for alim- 
ited period, and at a reasonable per diem compensation, of one or more clerksin 
the office of a register of a consolidated land office, &c.; but, with this exception, 
there is no direct authority of law for the employment of clerks at the expense 
of the United States in the offices of the registersand receivers of the United States 
district land offices.’ 

“In fact, the propriety of these allowances was recognized and authorized by 
Congress as early as the year A. D. 1856. By section 7 of the general appropria- 
tion act of that year it was provided— 

“*That in the settlement of accounts of registers and receivers of the public 
land offices the Secretary of the Interior be authorized to allow, subject to the 
approval of Congress, such reasonable compensation for additional clerical serv- 
ices and extraordinary expenses incident to said offices as he shall think just 
and proper, and report to Congress all such cases of allowance at each succeed- 
ing session, with estimates of the sum or sums required to pay the same.’ 

“This rider seems to have been overlooked by the claimants, doubtless from 
the fact that they were relying upon their supposed right to retain the warrant 
charges. That question, decided favorably on the first instance, as we have seen, 
was not settled adversely by the Supreme Court until the year A. D. 1862, when 
the opinion in the Babbitt case wasrendered. Inthe mean time, the act of Feb- 
ruary 18, 1861 (section 2255 Revised Statutes), had been adopted. Thisact applies 
in terms only to consolidated land offices, and appears to have been regarded as 
a repeal by implication of section 7 of the general appropriation act of 186; at 
all events, that section seems to have been thenceforth ignored, 

“It may be proper to remark in this connection that the claimant Yeomans was 
absent from home for nearly four years, during the late war, as assistant surgeon 
of the Seventh lowa Regiment; that during his absence his residence was de- 
stroyed by fire, and, as he alleges, all his private papers were consumed, thus 
preventing him from confirming by original documents and writings much that 
is alleged in regard to the merits and history of these claims. 

“In the opinion of your committee, however, it would be, under these cirenm- 
stances, obviously unjust to allow any suggestion of delay on the part of the 
claimants to prejudice their application for relief even at this day. 

“ The claimant Yeomans has furnished to your committee numerous affidavits 
letters, and statements by prominent business men and citizens of lowa and other 
parts of the West, who were familiar with the condition of affairs at Sioux City 
during his term of office as register, all of which are herewith submitted ; among 
others, statements by the following well-known gentlemen: Hon. A.C. Dodge, 
James Harlan, George W. Jones, James H. Rothrock, W. A. Burleigh, George 
Wright, Charles Mason. From these statements and affidavits it fully appears 
that in 1856 the Sioux City land district was a vast region of uninhabited terri- 
tory, embracing nearly one-fourth of the State of lowa; that the town itself was 
then a mere collection of log cabins out upon the verge of civilization ; that rents 
and all the necessaries of life were extravagantly high; that Yeomans was under 
the necessity of erecting a building at his own expense in order to secure proper 
office accommodations; that he was compelled to bring materials therefor and 
his mechanics to construct the same from Saint Louis, a distance of nearly 1,000 
miles. It further appears from the evidence submitted that the claimant Yeomans 
gave his personal attention strictly to the duties of his office; that he kept con- 
tinuously one competent clerk and additional clerks according tothe exigencies 
of business, the number at times running as high as four. 

“The claimant Leech has also furnished numerous affidavits and statements, 
which are herewith submitted. From these proofs it appears that Leech gave 
his personal attention strictly to the duties of his office; that he kept continu- 
ously one competent clerk ; that at times the volume of business was such as to 
require the services of as many as four clerks, In short, it is the concurrent 
testimony of numerous gentlemen of all parties and of the highest standing that 


both these claimants ran their respective offices in the most thorough and bus- | 


iness-like manner and gave the highest degree of satisfaction to the public and 
the Government. 

“There is no doubt in the opinion of your committee that both claimants dur- 
ing their term of office supposed themselves to be entitled under the law to the 
warrant charges. They most undoubtedly believed that such charges were in- 
tended to enable them to cover the extraordinary expenses of their offices: and 
it seems to be the unanimous opinion of the distinguished gentlemen making 
statements in favor of the claimants that, having been deprived of the warrant 
charges, they have never received adequate compensation for their many years 
of faithful service. In accordance with the decision of the Supreme Court they 
were compelled to account for and pay these charges over to the Treasury 
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‘Under the circumstances of the case, therefore, your committee is of the opi: 
ion that the claimants are entitled to be indemnified for 
penses of their respective offices 

* Your committee is of the opinion, from the evidence submitted, that the office 
expenses of said claimant, Yeomans, including rent and clerk-hire, were 
where from $1,500 to $2,000 per annum, and that 
traordinary expenses would be the s 


the extraordinary ex 


Sore 
a just indemnity to him for ex 
ura of $1,250 per annum, and in compensa 
tion for these disbursements your committee recommend -that said claimant be 
allowed for the entire period of six years the sum of $7,500 

‘Your committee is further of the opiniot 


» that the sum of S400 per annum is 
fair rate of cor 


npensation for the chai nt Leech, as indemnity for the extraor 








dinary expenses of his office, and your committee recommend that he be allowe+ 
the suin of $4,000 on that acc t 
lt further appears from the evidence sul tted, that the claimant Yeomans 
in the winter of IS¥-'56, was detailed by t Sceretary of ¢ Interior toexamine 
charges against a receiver at Omaha and t survevor-gweneral’s office in Kat 
sas, Which sery required a journey of some seven hundred miles in mid-win 
ter, in rude conveyances, and also the taking of nuany depos ns Phe details 
of these services are fully set forth in the affidavit of If. C. Bacon. herewith sul 
mitted See also the statement of Hon. George W. J es 
rhe claimant Yeomans also allewes that soon a rl i t as rewis 

ter, the then receiver at Sioux Citv, a Mr. Brva “ en ‘ mat nt 
upon his removal, and before the vacuneyv was filled, tu l« vit 
on hand to the claimant Yeomans, who there i proces dto Dubugu vcs 
tance of three hundred and sixty miles across the State, and made deposit of the 
same 

“The evidence shows that the actual expenses of the chi \ Kansan 
upon the discharge of the duty thus assigned him were a " porids 
allowances for services, however, were made in cither instance, t betnge 
law to meetsuch case. While these services on the part of the cla tYooman 
were undoubtedly meritorious, still your committee, in consider fine 
that he was a Government officer in receipt of conmpensation ‘ P 
to make any allowances therefor 

‘Your committee therefore report back the aceon pany ing substituts Llevus 


bill 1110, and recommend its passage 


Mr. DEERING It seems to me, Mr. Chairman, that the report i 
conclusive, and theretore I move that the bill be laid aside to be 
to the House with the recommendation that it do pass 


repaortes 


Mr. SPARKS Mr. Chairman, I understand that this claim is ti 
extraordinary services as land ofticers I do not think the committ 
thoroughly understand the facets involved 

Mr. DEERING No, not for services 

Mr. SPARKS. Well, tor extraordinary oxy nditures Under the 
law of 1818, 1 think it was, registers and receivers of United States 
land offices were entitled to a salarv of S500 per annum each That 


continues to be the present salary of those officers; the y are also en 
titled to 1 per cent. commission on all cash sales of the publie lunds 
which make those offices very desirable appointments. But there is a 
limit affixed to this commission so that the total income trom the offices 
shall not in gross exceed $3,000 per annum each Phat | believe is the 
substance of the law of 1818 in relation to the pay of these offices 
Somewhere about 1°48 to 1350 the first land-warrants were issued. and 
by some provision of law these officers were required to collect trom 
parties locating the warrants a sum equalto the 1 per cent. commission 
they would have received trom the Government if the land had hee 
entered by cash, to wit, for 80 acres of land each officer receives 31 

Mr. DEERING. Forty acres 

Mr. SPARKS. For eighty acres each receives 81, and for forts r 
each receives 50 cents, and so on 

Mr. DEERING. The gentleman is correct 

Mr. SPARKS On Jand-warrant locations, therefore, they obtain pre 
cisely the same pay as from cash entries, but receive it from the party 
locating the land-warrant 
subsequent to 1818. But the act of 1S18 fixing the maximum of annual 
pay of the officers at $3,000 was retained unchanged. That is the law 
I think, as if now stands. I understand in this ease these officers have 
received the maximum pay under the law and now claim something it 
addition thereto. 

Mr. DEERING. Let me say to the gentleman that it was clear, 
understood by these officers that these 
expenses, 

Mr. SPARKS. These officers must have aces poten 
the offices with an understanding of the law that their maximum pay 
should be $5,000 per annum. 


This was done by some provision of law 


fees were to pay extraordinary 


Let me continue 


Now, they have received their 33,000 
gross pay per annum each, and they are here to ask for the difference 
between that pay and the amount over that which they collected on 
the location of lands by land-warrants 

Mr. DEERING. But let me eall the gentleman's attention to the 
fact that these officers were compelled to pay out more than the sun 
received —$3,000—for oftice-rent and for clerk-hire alone 

Mr. SPARKS. I enderstand my friend very well. He thinks that 
these parties should have a charge upon the Government for oflice-rent 
and clerk-hire in addition to their salaries and commissions Well, J 
never knew—and I was a land-oflice receiver a good many Vears ago my 
self—ot any United States office where there was any provision made 
allowme clerk-hire and office-rent, though it may have been allowed 
under certain extraordinary conditions And such action may | 
been within the purview of the law But if it wasdone atallat any office 
itcertainly was done under special authority of the Interior Department 
of which the General Land Office is a bureau In this case it is not 
claimed that the General Land Office gave any sanction or too) 
action in the premises. 

Mr. THOMPSON, of Iowa. Will my friend allow me to call his at 
tention to the language of the statute covering this point ? 


Waive 


any 
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Mr. SPARKS. Certainly; that is precisely what I want. I want | 
all the light upon the subject that we can get. 

Mr. THOMPSON, of Iowa. ‘This law was passed on the 18th of Feb- | 
ruary, ISG1. It issection 2255 of the Revised Statutes, and it expressly | 
authorizes the Secretary of the Interior to make a reasonable allowance | 
for oflice-rent in these consolidated land offices. 

Mr. SPARKS. I think I understand that; but, as I havesaid, where 
this allowance is made, if made at all, it must have been done under 
the authority and by the direction of the Secretary of the Interior at 
the time and the necessity for it certified by him as existing. Now, it 
was the duty of these oflicers to get the authority for the employment 
of clerks, and the authority also for the payment of rents, where the 
office was so full of business as to make it incumbent upon the General 
Land Office to pay them additionally beyond the maximum salary and 
commissions allowed by law. But in this case they made no such ap- 
plication to the Department, and no such allowance is made nor the ne- 
cessity for it certified to. If we grant the relief sought in this case it 
muy be required in every other case of a similar character, and such 
claims will be endless. 1 do not know but that these gentlemen have 
incurred expenses beyond what should reasonably have been demanded 
of them under their maximum pay. I know nothing at all of that; I 
am speaking of the general principle. 

Pat if they did incur this extraordinary expense, and made payments 
therefor out of their own pockets, they were certainly so remiss as to 
their own interests in not seeking in a legitimate way to have the Gov- 
ernment assume it as to raise the suspicion that they knew there was 
nothing in it warranting any special allowance from the Government, 
and that they could get no order therefor from the Department at the 
time. And of course if they were not then entitled to it, and could not 
then have had it certified as necessary by the Department, they are not 
now entitled to be paid through an act of Congress. I state the fact 
that under the law United States land office registers and receivers 
are entitled only to the maximum pay of $3,000 per annum each, in- 
cluding salary, commissions, &. Now unless there was something ex- 
traordinary in this case these officers certainly have no right to demand 
any more, though the fees of the offices may have amounted to $10,000 
or any other sum over that. This maximum pay they have received. 
Their accounts have, as I presume, been duly adjusted in the proper 
Departments. There is nothing here to show that application was at 
the time made, nor the necessity for additional pay for extraordinary 
expenses recognized by the General Land Office at that time, and it 
seems to me that after the lapse of so many years we ought not now to 
open it up to pay these men for something they did not venture to urge 
at the time when the matter was fresh. 

Mr. DEERING. At the time these gentlemen were in office there 
Was @ great pressure on the offices for locations of land as stated in the 
report. Now, if these claimants had understood that they were not en- 
titled to anything beyond the $3,000, they might have gone on with 
their duties ina limited way carryingon the businessas best they could, 
but by so doing the demands of men who were clamoring for lands 
could not have been met, and both private and public interests would 
havesutfered. They might have gone on yearafter yeardoing the business 
within themselves, in a small office, entirely inadequate to the necessi- 
ties of the public service. Instead of that, believing that they wereen- 
titled to it, they yielded to the pressure; they furnished suitable accom- 
modations and employed a large number of clerks to advance the work 
to an early completion. 

Mr. SPARKS. IL think I understand my friend thoroughly, and it re- 
sultsin this,simply that these officers, under the law which gave them only 
$3,000 per annum each as a maximum pay, undertook to discharge the 
duties of the offices under the law for that pay, and did it. They could 
have guarded against extraordinary expenses by application to the Sec- 
retary of the Interior, who perhaps had the legal authority and would 
have allowed them for extraordinary expense if it existed and had been 
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made known to the Department. But no efforts in this direction, it 
seems, were made or attempted to be made by them at the time. 

There is no claim set up here that the Department was called upon t> | 
meet an extraordinary emergency which required an additional expense | 
beyond that reasonably devolving upon these officers under their ordi- | 
nary salary andcommissions, Would it not then bean invitation toevery 
other land officer to come to Congress in the face of the law and ask an 
additional allowance? It strikes me that it would be so, and that much 
mischief may result from such action on our part. I do not, of course, 
know the precise facts in this case. They may warrant some relief to 
those men in the way of additional pay. But as they have failed to 
pursue the ordinary course to protect themselves, if indeed there wasany | 
real merit in their case demanding protection, it strikes me that it isa 
matter that should require careful consideration before we at this late 
date give our consent to a relief of so uncertain a character. 

Mr. UPDEGRAFF. Mr. Chairman, Lonly rise tocorrect.as far as I can 
an erroneous impression which seems to be in the mind of the gentleman 
from Illinois. He states that there is a provision for an allowance to be 
made to land officers for clerk-hire and extraordinary expenses under 
certain contingencies. The statute which authorizes that allowance on 
the part of the Secretary of the Intericr was not enacted until the year | 
1861. The services or these extraordinary expenditures for which com- | 
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pensation is sought in this bill were rendered between the years 1855 
and 1860, or between 1855 and 1861. They were all rendered or the 
expenditures were incurred prior to the passage of this act. 

Mr. SPARKS. Prior to 1861? 

Mr. UPDEGRAFF. Yes, sir. 

Now, a word more while I amon my feet. Perhaps I am out of place 
and speaking in the time of other gentlemen, but I will say simply a 
word more. Those of us who remember the rapid sales of lands in Iowa 


| beginning with the year 1854 can better appreciate the circumstances 


under which these officers were placed. 

It was not in those years an uncommon thing for men to form in line 
in front of the land offices in Lowa ia order to reach their places in reg- 
ular order; and the places in that line near to the land office were sold 
and were worth thousands of dollars. Men have time and again braved 
the storms of the northwestern blizzards through night and day and 
had their food brought to them by their friends to maintain their places 
in those lines in order to make their land entries. 

Under this pressure these officers incurred extraordinary expenditures 
for clerk-hire and office-rent in order to meet this extraordinary exi- 
gency; and it is for these expenditures that they now ask compensation. 

Mr. SPARKS. How in office-rent did they incur any extraordinary 
expenses ? 

Mr. UPDEGRAFF. I yield to my colleague [Mr. THompson] who 
reports this bill to answer that question. 

Mr. THOMPSON, of Iowa. ‘The report shows that these expenses 
commenced as early as 1855 in Sioux City, almost in the northwest cor- 
ner of the State of Iowa. The gentleman from Illinois, being a front- 
iersman, will recollect that as late as 1856, in the county adjoining to 
Sioux City, Inkpadutah and his band of Sioux made a raid and mur- 
dered a large number of Iowa citizens. In 1855 Yeomans, almost one- 
fourth of the entire State of Iowa being then embraced in his district, 
was compelled to bring his lumber from Saint Louis, nearly 1,000 miles, 
and his mechanics also from that city, and at his own individual ex- 
pense erected the building in which the office was kept. He also at his 
own proper expense hired clerks. 

The rush, as my friend and colleague has stated, commenced in 1854 
and ceased practically in 1857. The gentleman from Illinois [ Mr. 
SPARKS] understands as well as any other man in this country that al- 
most one-half of these entries during that period were made by land- 
warrants. Registers believed when they accepted their offices that they 
were entitled to a percentage upon those entries. The Treasury De- 
partment, however, and I think rightfully, decided against them. These 
men then were rushed night and day as the evidence shows. 

It appears from the evidence of the men living at that time who had 
cognizance of the facts that besides this vast expenditure by these officers 
of their own time and money in erecting this building and furnishing 
it for Government purposes, a building which was used from 1855 to 
1860, the rush of office business compelled them, owing to the size of the 
district and the great amount of immigration coming in with land-war- 
rants and cash to make these entries—compelled them to employ addi- 
tional clerks to meet the emergency and serve the applicants as they 
came. 

The testimony is abundant and clear and beyond dispute that these 
extraordinary expenses wereincurred. The committee, however, have 
not allowed these parties the amount which they showed they actually 
expended, but havecut itdown to the amountin this bill. Personally 
I know nothing about it except that being in the State at the time | 
have a recollection of what took place, and have cognizance of the fact 
that this rush was made. Beyond that I have no interest whatever in 
this case. But the testimony does show these extraordinary expendi- 
tures were made, and I believe asa man, and as the member of the com- 
mittee making this report, that these parties are entitled to the relief 
afforded in the bill. It has already been given to three different men in 
the State of Kansas and to two in the State of Iowa. It is a matter 
which Congress ought to dispose of, and I believe a just allowance ought 


| to be made. 


Mr. SPARKS. As I stated a moment ago I am not sure but there 
have been in this land office some extraordinary expenditures. The 
item of office-rent, however, as it strikes me, amounts to but little in 
this discussion. A land officer must furnish his own office. These gen- 
tlemen, it is said, went to considerable expense in building offices in 
that frontier town. We all know how that is; labor, materials, &c., 
for such purposes are expensive in new countries. But mark you, sir, 
the Government has nothing to do with their buildings. Their build- 
ings are their own property and are supposed to be more valuable to 
them than they would be in an older country where they are supposed 
to be built cheaper. 

The other point made by the gentleman from Iowa [ Mr. UPDEGRAFF } 
that there was an immense rush of business at this land office is very 
likely correct, and that much of the entry of lands was by land-war- 
rants. Perhaps three-fourths of all the entries at that land office were 
made by land-warrants. My experience from 1853 to 1855, inclusive, 
in an Illinois land office, for the portion of that time prior to the pas- 

» of what was known as the ‘graduation law,’’ was that fully nine- 
tenths of all the entries were made by land-warrants. But in those 
warrant locations the officers simply collected from the party locating 
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| 
the land-warrants a fee equal to the percentage allowed and paid by 
the Government to them in cash entries, and this collection was made | 
for the benefit of the Government. So much as was necessary to make 
the officers’ salaries up to $3,000 was retained by them and the remain- 
der accounted for and paid into the Treasury. 

Sir, there are inconveniences and much labor attached to the proper 
discharge of duty in all these land offices. There are times of great 
pressure of parties in making their entries of lands at all land offices, 
either with land-warrants or by cash entry. 
doubtless in very new offices than in the older ones. But these officers 
understand in all cases the law, and take them with the expectation of 
a certain pay,and no more. These men knew that they could receive 
under the lawno more than $3,000 per annum, and accepted the offices 
at that. 

Mr. DEERING. But with the expectation that they would receive 
the pay and that the Government would supply the additional expenses. 
Mr. SPARKS. My friend from Iowa [Mr. DEERING] means to say 
that these men expected to retain all they received for warrant entries 
as their own. But he will remember that under the law they were to 
receive this only as equivalent to the commission they would get on cash 
entries and as a part only of their maximum compensation of $3,000 
perannum. That is very clear. 

Mr. DEERING. Allow me to say that it was so far from being clear 
that when the case came before the United States district court of Iowa 
the judge now sitting on the bench, and distinguishing himself and the 
Government by his decisions there, decided in favor of these claimants 
on that very point. 

Mr.SPARKS. Iknow. The decision of that judge was to the effect 
that these persons were entitled to all the fees obtained from parties 
making warrantlocations. That was not the law, however. These war- 
rant fees were to stand in the relation of the percentages on the cash 
entries, and the Supreme Court of the United States so determined in 
the case decided by that district judge in lowa by a reversal of his de- 
cision. 

Mr. HOLMAN. It would have been fortunate if the statement made 
by the Secretary of the Interior or the Commissioner of the General 
Land Office touching these claims had been set forth in full in the re- 
port. But I think the report very fully presents the case; except that 
the case on behalf of the Government is not presented to any very ma- 
terial extent. 

The facts are these, as will be seen by reference to the report: From 
1855, when this service commenced, until 1861 the compensation fixed 
by law for a register or a receiver of the land office was $3,000 a year, 
nothing less and nothing more—that is, if the percentages allowed him 
on the entries amounted to that sum. 

Mr. SPARKS. Will the gentleman allow me « moment” 

Mr. HOLMAN. Certainly. 

Mr. SPARKS. The salary of a register or a receiver is fixed at $500 
a year; it was so then and is so now. 
certain commissions on cash entries, a commission of 1 per cent., and 
on land-warrant entries, the same to be collected from the parties lo- 
cating the warrants. But the maximum pay is in no case to exceed 
$3,000 a year. 

Mr. HOLMAN. 

to the matter. My friend from Illinois [Mr. Sparks] is correct ; the 
amount above $500, and to $3,000 a year, was to be made wp by the 
percentages. 
Now, up to 1861 no allowance was made by law for clerk-hire or for 
office-rent, and the compensation of these officers was fixed at $3,000 a 
year—not to exceed $3,000 a year, and if the percentages did not make 
up that amount, it was to be less than $3,000 a year by so much. 

Under this state of the law these two gentlemen accepted these offices, 
and the question now is as to whetherthey were entitled to any compen- 
sation beyond the maximum of $3,000 a year growing out of the bounty- 
land law. That question, however, really does not enter into the case 
at all, for the reason that they at once, as [infer from the report, acqui- 
esced in the decision of the Secretary of the Interior and of the Secre- 
tary of the Treasury that their compensation was to be limited to $3,000 
a year. 

The Supreme Court cases to which reference has been made were not 
the cases of these men, but of other officers. The two cases which were 
taken to the Supreme Court of the United States and there decided were 
not the cases of these officers. The officers in these cases acquiesced in 
the decision of the Secretary of the Interior and their accounts were 
settled for a period of five or six years upon the basis of an annual com- 
pensation of $3,000, these officers furnishing their office and paying for 
their clerks. 

That condition of things continued until these gentlemen went out 


the United States were cases of other parties, and I think it is not nec- 
essary that those cases should enter into the decision of this matter, 

Mr. DEERING. Allow me to say to the gentleman that he is not 
exactly right in stating that the suits which went into the United States 
court were not brought until these gentlemen went out of office. The 
suits were brought in 1858, and these gentlemen went out of office in 
1861, 


There is more of this | 


But those officers are entitled to 


I was trying to abbreviate my statement in regard | 


of office. The cases which ultimately went into the Supreme Court of 
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Mr. HOLMAN. But the suits were brought against other parties. 

Mr. DEERING. Against other parties, but while these men were in 
office, and were equally affected. 

Mr. SPARKS. 
to recover them, 

Mr. HOLMAN. 


The men retained the fees and the Government sued 


Not these two men. 

Mr. SPARKS. The men against whom suits were brought. 

Mr. HOLMAN. These two parties are Yeomans and Leech. ‘The 
cases which were carried to the Supreme Court of the United States were 
the cases of Babbitt & Coles; different parties entirely. 

Mr. SPARKS. Of course. 

Mr. HOLMAN. Those cases against those other parties were not 
brought in the district court of the United States for the district of 
Towa until 1858; therefore the law was a fixed fact. These officers were 
entitled to compensation up to $3,000 a year, and no more, if their fees 
amounted to that sum; if not, then the compensation was so much less 
than $3,000 a year as the fees amounted to less. 

It is argued in favor of this claim that other persons holding similar 
offices and performing similar work have been allowed additional com- 
pensation for office-rent and for clerk-hire. That is the only reason 
which is urged in favor of this bill; that and nothing more. Now, that 
is not a reason for the passage of this bill, because these parties have 
already received every cent to which they were entitled under the law; 
they have been paid in full. 

As to the extra compensation allowed to other public oflicers of this 
| class, the statement of the report is as follows 





The Commissioner of the General Land Office, in a letterto the Seeretary of the 
Interior, under date of February 1, 1877, which is set forth in the Senate report 
above cited, says: 

The following United States land offices were allowed for payment to clerks, 
rendered necessary in consequence of the magnitude of the sales of Osage and 
other Indian lands, the sums paid to them having been charged against the pro 
ceeds as expenses 


David B. Emmert, receiver at Humboldt, Kansas 


So, 145 
William Q. Jenkins, register at Wichita, Kansas ,, 27 
M. W. Reynolds, receiver at Independence, Kansas 2,41 


Now, my friend must observe the tact that these are exceptional cases 
These were Indian lands; the subject was under the control of the In 
terior Department; and apparently without reference to special legal 
authority, but under the general powers in regard to the sale of Indian 
lands, these allowances were made. ‘They were clearly exceptional, not 
in the regular course of compensation to land officers of the Govern 
ment. 

Mr. DEERING 


My friend will allow me a moment 

Mr. HOLMAN. Certainly, I will yield. 

Mr. DEERING. I wish to state that there was passed in the Forty 
fourth Congress a bill precisely similar to this in favor of the register 
and receiver of a land office, similar in all respects, at the town where 
I reside, Osage, Towa 

Mr. HOLMAN. I have that statement before me 

Mr. DEERING. That bill was passed here upon precisely the same 
principle on which we ask compensation in this case. 

Mr. HOLMAN. I was coming to that. The Commissioner of the 
| General Land Office, in the letter which I was just reading, says: 

The act of Congress of 7th July, 1876, allowed Ariel K. Eaton, late receiver, 
and James D. Jenkins, former register, at Decorah and Osage, lowa, $3,000 each, 
on account of payments for the services of clerks, upon the ground that such em 


ployment was necessary, owing to the large number of entries of land at that 
office. 


Now, there were periods when in various portions of Kansas, lowa, 
Wisconsin, Michigan, and Minnesota these extraordinary sales occurred ; 
and I do not see how we can now upon debate and consideration by 
the House (for bills frequently pass here without consideration) begin 
to make extra compensation in this way to a land officer for services 
rendered twenty years ago, unless we intend to make the rule universal 
and I do not think my friend would desire to do that. 

These men performed service and received their pay up to the last 
dollar allowed by law, and according to the regular course of legal pro 
ceedings. There was nothing exceptional in their cases, for it can 
scarcely be said that the sale of lands in the northwestern portion of 
Iowa at any time exceeded what has occurred at many other land offi 
ces west of the Mississippi River at different times. I submit that 
it would be exceedingly unwise to open up, after this lapse of time, a 
matter of this sort, and open it up, too, for the purpose of enlarging 
upon a single precedent which at some unfortunate moment has been 
established. In the absence of that precedent, Lhardly think it could 
be insisted that these men are entitled to any more than they have al 
ready received. They agreed to render a definite service, for which 
they were to receive a detinite compensation, That compensation has 
been paid, and there is no such equity here as would take these publie 
officers out of the regular routine. 

Mr. BROWNE. Unless debate on this bill can be limited by agree- 
ment I shall have to move that the committee rise. 

Mr. DEERING.  L ask the gentleman to withhold that motion fora 
moment. 

Mr. BROWNE. I am ready to consent that the debate may continue 
| ten minutes longer, if that be the sense of the committee, and if th> 
| gentleman from lowa will be satisfied with that time 
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Mr. DEERING. | 1 wish to say only a word. 


Mr. BROWNE. I understand there is unanimous consent that the | 


debate on this bill shall close in ten minutes. 

The CHAIRMAN. ‘The gentleman from Indiana asks unanimous 
consent that debate on the pending bill terminate in ten minutes. Is 
there objection? The Chair hears none. 

Mr. DEERING. I wish only tomake a singleremark. In this case 
we ask nothing on account of the fact that similar alfowances have been 


made to others, though in several cases heretofore, as I have already | 
shown, allowances of this character have been made, and precisely sim- | 


ilar bills passed in the Forty-third, Forty-fourth, and Forty-fifth Con- 
gresses. We ask this allowance on the ground that these are excep- 
tional cases, and have been so determined by the committees that have 
examined them in the Forty-sixthand Forty-seventh Congresses. Inow 
move that the bill be laid aside to be reported favorably to the House. 

Mr. HOLMAN. I move to amend the motion so as to provide that 
the bill be reported adversely. 

The question being taken on the amendment of Mr. HoLMAN, there 
were—ayes 32, noes 38. 

Mr. HOLMAN. I make the point that no quorum has voted. 

Mr. BROWNE. Then I move that the committee rise. 

Mr. DEERING. [I call for tellers. 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair will order tellers unless the gentleman 
from Indiana [Mr. BrowNe] insists on his motion that the committee 

Mr. BROWNE. I insist on my motion. 





JANUARY 19, 


Mr. BROWNE. | ask for the reading of the report. 
The report was read, as follows: 


The Committee on Invalid Pensions, to whom was referred the bill (HL. 2. 6501) 
granting a pension to Patrick Horan, having had the same under consideration, 
would submit the following report: 

The petitioner, Patrick Horan, of Joliet, Minois, was enrolled on or about Sep- 
tember 15, 1861, as a teamster of the Quartermaster’s Department, by Captain G 
bk. D. Diamond, at Saint Louis, Missouri. He was never discharged, but paid 
— - Fort Riley, Kansas, and sent back to Saint Louis on the 28th of Novem- 

rer, L866. 

While serving as a teamster he was taken prisoner of war at the battle of 
Poisons Springs, and was confined at Camp Ford, Tyler, Texas, from about April, 
1864, to about the middle of February, 1865. While a prisoner he was without 
shelter or covering of any kind, and in June, 1864, was exposed toa rain-storm 
of fourteen days’ duration. During his confinement he dug a hole inthe ground 
in which he slept. In consequence of his exposure and suffering he was stricken 
with paralysis, from which disease he has been suffering to the present time. 

Ilis statement as to his imprisonment, exposure, and incurrence of paralysis 
in rebel prisons is corroborated by the testimony of Henry B. Clark, himself an 
inmate of said prisons, and by the testimony of John B. Arnold, of the Chicago 
Mercantile Battery. 

The evidence also shows that prior to and on his arrival at said prison he was 
insound health. The testimony of neighbors, of Joliet, Minois, shows that upon 
his return to Joliet, afterthe war, he was afflicted with paralysis, which has con 
tinued to the present time, making him completely unable to perform any phys- 


| ieal labor. 


Dr. W. Dougall, of Will County, Ilinois, states that since 1874 petitioner ha 


_ been under his treatment; that he has carefully studied his case; that he is sut- 
| fering from * locomotor ataxia,” caused by exposure and sleeping upon dam)» 


ground; that it gradually grows worse ; is incurable, and will soon render him 
entirely helpless. His claim was rejected by the Pension Office on the ground 


| that petitioner was not in the military service of the United States and therefor: 


does not come under the general provisions of the pension law ; but the Pension 
Bureau is of opinion that his claim is a meritorious one and should be «! 





Mr. DEERING. [raise the point of order that the motion is not in | lowed by “special act;"’ and that, if such special act is granted, the pension 
order. as the committee was dividing. Let us have tellers | should commence from the date of its passage, at such rate asthe claimant, upon 
» aw H Sa : ; 


7 . > ’ ° schianetiadiion a examination, may be found to be entitled to. 
The CHAIRMAN appointed Mr. DEERING and Mr. HOLMAN as tell- | “Your committee are of opinion that the claimant is entitled to the relief he 





{ 
: 
i 
. 
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ers. 
The committee divided; and the tellers reported—ayes 50, noes 74. 
Mr. HOLMAN. No quorum has voted. 
Mr. SPARKS.  Lask by wnanimousconsent that it be agreed a yea- 
and-nay vote shall be taken on the bill in the House. 
Mr. DEERING. Lagree to that. 
So Mr. HOLMAN’s amendment was disagreed to. 


The bill was then laid aside to be reported to the House with the recom- | 


mendation that it do pass. 

Mr. BROWNE. I move that the committee rise. 

Mr. PEELLE. I demand a division of the committee on that vote. 

Mr. BROWNE. My object is to proceed to the consideration of the 
unfinished business coming over from previous days. 

The House divided; and there were—ayes 57, noes 15. 

So the motion was agreed to. 

The committee accordingly rose; and the Speaker having resumed the 
chair, Mr. Ric reported that the Committee of the Whole House had 
had under consideration the Private Calendar, and had directed him to 
report back sundry bills with various recommendations. 

FREDERICK NELSON, T. CAINE, AND HENRY C. SANDERS. 

The SPEAKER. The first business in order isthe unfinished busi- 
ness, wid the first bill coming over is a bill (H. R. 4982) granting pen- 
sions to Frederick Nelson and others, reported from the Committee of 
the Whole House with amendments, 

The bill was read, as follows: 

Be it enacted, &e,, That the Secretary of the Interior be, and he ishereby, author- 
ized and directed to place on the pension-roll, subject to the provisions and lim- 
tations of the pension laws, the names of Frederick Nelson, T. Caine, and R. San- 
ders, of Wyoming Territory, late employés of the Quartermaster’s Department 
of the United States Army, who were severely wounded and disabled for life, 
while connected with Major Thornburgh’s expedition, in the engagement with 
the Ute Indians September 29, 1879, and the pensions allowed them be respect- 
ively at the rate of $0 per month, 

The SPEAKER. The Clerk will now report the amendments of the 
Committee of the Whole House. 

The Clerk read as follows: 

Strike out the letter “RR” and in lieu thereof insert *‘ Henry C.” 

Strike out the words ‘‘and the pensions allowed them be respectively at the 
rate of $30 per month.” 

Amend the title so as to read : 

a “A bill granting pensions to Frederick Nelson, T. Caine, and Henry ©, San- 
ers." 

The amendments were agreed to. 

The bill as amended was ordered to be engrossed and read a third 
time; and being engrossed, it was accordingly read the third time, and 

1 


Mr. DAWES moved to reconsider the vote by which the bill was 
passed; and also moved that the motion to reconsider be laid on the 
table. 


The latter motion was agreed to. 
PATRICK HORAN. 


The next bill coming over as unfinished business was the bill (H.R. 
6501) granting a pension to Patrick Horan. 

The bill was read, as follows: 

Re it enacted, &e,, That the Secretary of the Interior be, and he is hereby, di- 
rected to place on the pension-roll the name of ick Horan, late a teamster in 
the Quartermaster's Department of the United States Army, with the same rate 





of pension to which a private soldier would be entitled for like disabilities. 


seeks, and therefore recommend the passage of the bill. 


The bill was ordered to be engrossed and read a third time; and be- 
ing engrossed, it was accordingly read the third time, and passed. 

Mr. CULLEN moved to reconsider the vote by which the bill was 
passed; and also moved that the motion to reconsider be laid on the 
table. : 

The latter motion was agreed to. 

JOHN C. FENSCKE. 

The next bill coming over as unfinished business was the bill (H. R. 
3701) granting a pension to John C. Fenscke, reported from the Com- 
mittee of the Whole House with an amendment. 

Mr. HOLMAN and Mr. McMILLIN asked for the reading of the bill 
and report. 

The bill was read, as follows: 

Be it enacted, &c., That a pension be, and is hereby, granted to John C. Fenscke, 
late an employé of the United States Government, on account of wounds received 
while in the discha of his duties as such employé ; and that the Commissioner 


of Pensions be, and he is hereby, instructed to place the name of said John C. 
Fenscke on the pension-roll. 


The SPEAKER. The Clerk will read the amendment reported from 


| the Committee of the Whole House. 


The Clerk read as follows: 


Amend by adding the words “the pension to commence from the date of the 
passage of the act.’’ 


Mr. HOLMAN. Let the report be read. 
The report was read, as follows: 


The Committee on Invalid Pensions, to whom was referred the bill (H. R. 3701) 
granting a pension to John C, Fenscke, having had the same under considera- 
tion, report as follows: 

It appears from the evidence in this case that the petitioner, John C. Fenscke, 
of New Ulm, Minnesota, was a wagon-maker at Lower Sioux agency, in the 
employ of the United States, on the 18th day of August, 1862, at which time said 
agency was surprised and attacked by the Sioux Indians. It further appears 


| that in assisting to defend the agency he received a severe wound from an In- 


dian arrow, which passed through the muscles of his back, near the spinal column 
and between the third and fourth ribs, penetrating his leftlung. He was treated 
for this wound by Dr. Alfred Miller, acting assistant surgeon at the military 
Lom 4 at Fort Ridgeley, Minnesota, from the 20th of August to 30th Septem- 


Dr. Miller in his sworn statement testifies that he treated petitioner in hos- 
pital aforesaid for arrow wound above described, and that it was received as 
above stated; that arrow-head remained in the wound until removed by him, 
dangerously injuring the lung; that since the — of said Be pot affiant has 
seen petitioner frequently, and that he has never fully recove and never can 
from the injury received, the lung remaining in a diseased condition. 

It also _— from the statement of Governor L. F. Hubbard, present gov- 
ernor of Minnesota, and other reputable citizens, neighbors of petitioner, that 
he was a robust and healthy man prior to the receipt of the injury and is now 
greatly disabled for the performance of manual labor. : 

After a careful consideration of this case your committee are of opinion that 
it is a meritorious one, and recommend that the bill do pass. 


Mr. HOLMAN. This claim is made by a civilian employed by the 
Government as a wagon-maker. If I am correct this civilian was em- 
ployed by the Government as wagon-maker, and I ask my colleague, 
chairman of the Committee on Invalid Pensions, whether that commit- 
tee thinks it proper to enter upon the business of pensioning civilians— 
persons exclusively engaged in civil employment and who were injured 
while in that service ? 

Mr. BROWNE. This is a report of the committee, that is, it is the 
report of the majority of the Committee on Invalid Pensions. The facts 
are that the beneficiary of this bill was a civil employé of the Govern- 
ment, not connected in any way with its military establishment. While 
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employed in the capacity of wagon-maker the post at which he was at the 
time was attacked by Indians. 
first law of nature, self-defense, he entered into the fight simply because 
he was attacked and because he wanted to defend himself. In that 
fight he was wounded. we 

It was my opinion, as it was the opinion of other gentlemen of the 
committee, that the Government ought not to grant pensions in that 
class of eases. It simply amounts te this: A person not connected with 
the military establishment is in such position he is compelled to tight to 
defend himself, and in defending himself is wounded, and because he is 
wounded asks the Government of the United States to pension him. 
If he is pensioned all persons of the same class should go on the pen- 
sion-roll by some general law. 
opinion of other gentlemen of the committee. 


T am opposed to it for the reasons I have already stated, that he was a 
person in civil life temporarily at a post on the irontier which was at- 
tacked by Indians, and in defending himself, as it was his duty to do, 
not because he was in the military service, but because he wanted to 
save himself, he was wounded. 

Now, I do not know of any reason why he ought to be pensioned, | 


opposed to it in the committee. 

Mr. DAWES. Mr. Speaker, this is a tavorable report from a major- 
ity of the Committee on Invalid Pensions. A minority of that com- 
mittee were opposed to the passage of the bill. The recommendation 
was made in this manner by the committee. Within ten minutes this 
House has unanimously passed a bill granting a pension to four civil- 
ian employés of the Government, one blacksmith and three teamsters, 





on Milk River. That also was a majority report from the Committee 
on Invalid Pensions, and was opposed by the minority for precisely the 
same reasons that are stated by the honorable chairman of the conmit- 
tee in opposition to the present bill. 

Now, it was thought by a majority of the Committee on Invalid Pen- 
sions that these men were really in the military service of the country, 
that they were mustered into the service by their own blood, and that 
is what their muster-rolls were written with. They were shot while 
defending the property of the Government of the United States, and 
while acting under the orders of the military officers of the United 
“tates, and not simply while defending their own lives. But lacking 
the mere technicality of the mustering in, these men who shed _ their 
blood as soldiers, doing the duty of soldiers, it was believed by the 
majority of the Committee on Invalid Pensions should receive $8 a 
month pension, although they thought it a very poor recognition of 
their services. That, however, is all that this report of the committee 
recommends that they should be allowed, $8 a month, pensions to date 
from the passage of this bill. 

Mr. McMILLIN. Mr. Speaker, I suppose it would not be improper 
for me, being a member of the Committee on Invalid Pensions, to state 
that I concurred then, as I concur now, with our distinguished chair- 
man of the committee, the gentleman from Indiana, that there ought 
to be no pension granted in this case. I believe it was on my motion 
that it failed to get through the House at a session held before when 
we had not a quorum and an effort was made to put it through. 

Mr. DAWES. Because the honorable gentleman demanded « quo- 
rum, 

Mr. McMILLIN. That was the reason, because I demanded a quo- 
rum; for I believed when this Government went into the pensioning of 
civil employés, or those who had never been enrolled upon its military 





it. 
tleman that it will require more than @ handful to pass this bill to-day. 
Now the gentleman from Ohio speaks of the muster-roll written with 
the blood of these men. Does the gentleman remember the fact that to- 
day there stands more than a quarter of a million of pensioners clamor- 
ing at the doors of the Pension Department asking the relief that can 
not be given them by the Government? Does he remember that there 
were 1,699,000 men enlisted under the banners of the Union whose 
claims (or a large portion of whom will claim pensions) will come up 
before us for possible action, and which will have to be had before we 
can undertake to begin the pensioning of civilians? Does the gentle- 
man remember that there has been a day fixed for the consideration ot 
the Mexican pension bill; and that it has been admitted on every side 
of the House that there are many deserving and meritorious men who 
then served their country, men who were actually enrolled in the mil- 
itary service, whose names were written upon the roll, who could be 
commanded by aa officer of the Government, and who had said that 
the Government could direct where they went and when they went? 
And yet we are told here that the Government ought suddenly to become 
magnanimous and pension those who never were enlisted in its service 
atall. TI believe, as I stated in the beginning, it ought not to be done. 
My action then was by reason of that belief, and I propose to maintain 
that same action with reference to the pending bill to-day. 

Mr. STRAIT. Mr. Speaker, this man, Fenscke, was wounded at the 
Lower Sioux agency when he was taking care of Government property 


As a matter of course, impelled by the | 


That is my opinion, as well as the | 


But the majority believed a pension ought to be granted in this case. 


} 


confess, and therefore I am opposed to the passage of the bill as I was | 
| facts would have been fully ascertained, and are in my judemen 


who were engaged in Major Thornburgh’s battle with the Ute Indians | 
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at that point. He wasone of the employés of that agency in 1862 when 
the Sioux Indian outbreak took place. The facts of the case may lx 
stated in a few words. There were something over five hundred women 
and children killed by the Indians in Minnesota during that outbreak 
and this gentleman was himself badly wounded in taking care of th 
Government property at the Sioux agency, being, as I have said, an em 
ployé of the Government, and remained there as long as he could: in 
fact he was shot down and was leit lying there for dead. He, subs 
quently recovering, with others, quite a number, was entitled to ly 
placed upon the pension-roll prior to 1874 by the lawthen in force. B 
reason, however, of the expiration of the time prescribed in the statute 
for presenting his claim, he never receiveda pension. There was alimit 
fixed for the adjustment of these claims. His claim was not adjusted 
prior to that period, hence his application is made directly to Congress 
The House at the last session passed a like bill, placing Captain Nix 
upon the pension-roll. That is a precedent, if one was needed: but 
there is no reason why this man should not be placed upon the roll 
and receive a pension for the service he did at that point tor the Gov 


ernment. The application received a favorable report from a majority 
of the Committee on Invalid Pensions. The report in the ease, 1 un 
| derstand, has been read. I did not hear the reading, as I have just 
come into the House, but if gentlemen had listened to the reading th 


t sul 
ficient to warrant us in passing the bill. [ hope, therefore, that the 
will be no objection to its passage. 

Mr. BROWNE. Lam constrained, Mr. Speaker, to demand thi 
vious question. 

The previous question was ordered. 

The SPEAKER. The first question is upon agreeing to the amend 
ments reported by the Committee of the Whole, which have been read 

The amendments were agreed to. 

The question recurred upon the passage of the bill. 

The House divided; and there were—ayes 36, noes 47. 

So (no further count being demanded) the House refused to pass thi 
bill. 

Mr. BROWNE moved to reconsider the vote by which the bill wa 
rejected; and also moved that the motion to reconsider be laid upon th 
table. 

The latter motion was agreed to 


re 


} 
t 


MESSAGE FROM TILE 
A message from the Senate, by Mr. SYMPSON, one of its clerks, an 
nounced that the Senate had passed a joint resolution and bills of th 
following titles; in which the concurrence of the House was requested 
Joint resolution (S. R. 126) providing for the purchase of steam 
launches for use in the harbors of Galveston, Texas, and Mobile, Ala 


SENATE, 


| bama; 


rolls, there ought to be more than a handful of the House present to do | 
So believing, I demanded a quorum, and I desire to say to the gen- | 


| 
| 
} 
} 
| 


A bill (S. 2305) authorizing the commissioner of the Freedman’s Sav 
ings and ‘Trust Company to examine and audit certain claims against 
said company and to pay certain dividends barred by the act of Feb 
ruary 21, 1881, and for other purposes; and 

\ bill (S. 2356) to authorize the increase of the capital stock of the 
Second National Bank of Nenia, Ohio 

MORGAN RAWLS. 

The next business reported from the Committee of the Whole House 
was the bill (H. R. 2136) for the relief of Morgan Rawls, the recom 
mendation being that it do pass 

The bill was read, as follows: 

Be it enacted, &c., That the sum of $800 is hereby appropriated, out of anys 
money in the Treasury not otherwise appropriated, to pay Morgan Rawls, of 
the State of Georgia, for a dwelling-house taken from the village of Guyton 
Georgia, in the latter part of the year 1865, by order of the United States office: 
in command at Savannah, Georgia, through mistake for a confederate building 

Mr. CALKINS. 

Mr. BROWNE. 
or not. 

The report was read, as follows 


I call for the reading of the report. 


lam opposed tothe bill, whether the re porti al 


Tt 


R. 2135) for the 
and submit 


The Committee on Claims, to whom was referred the bill (If 
relief of Morgan Rawls, have had the same under considerati« 
the following report: 

During the late war a number of buildings were erected by the confederate 
authorities for hospitals and quartermaster and commissary stores at the vil 
lage of Guyton, State of Georgia. Standing between and near these buildings 
was a small unoccupied dwelling house belonging to Morgan Rawls, of the value 
of $800, not estimating the ground on which it stood Inthe fall of 1865, during 
the absence of said Rawls while in attendance upon the constitutional conven 
tion of said State and as a member of said convention, and after he had taken 
the oath known as the “amnesty oath,” a detail of United States soldiers was 
sent to Guyton, by the United States military authorities, from Savannah, wit! 
instructions to take down and remove said confederate buildings to Savannah, 
the materials to be used in the construction of school-houses for freedmen. I 
executing said instructions said soldiers destroyed, by mistake, said house be 
longing to Rawls. Said Raw!s endeavored to obtain from the military authori 
ties at Savannah compensation for his loss, but wasnever paid. A billsimilar te 
this for his relief was introduced in the Forty-third Congress, and also in the 
Forty-fourth Congress, but no report was made in either Congress upon the bil! 

The committee report the bill back with the recommendation that it pass 


Mr. CALKIN®-. Before that bill is passed I desire to say [do not 
see how this claim is distinguished from the claims that have been often 
discussed in this House. known as claims for losses growing out of the 


nn 
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war. It appears to me it falls clearly within that class of cases; and I 
do not think that the House ought to pass this or any case of that 
Class. 

Mr. TURNER, of Georgia. I will state to the gentleman from In- 
diana that he misconceives, I think, this case entirely. This damage 
was committed under a mistake by soldiers of the Union Army in the 
fall of 1865 after the complete occupation of the country by the military 
forces of the United States, and after the entire pacification of that sec- 
tion of the country. It also occurred after this claimant had taken the 
amnesty oath which restored him to his relation of loyalty to the Gov- 
ernment, and put him as much within the protection of the Government 
asany other citizen of thecountry. And further, at the very time when 
this damage occurred he was in attendance on his duties as a member 
of the constitutional convention of the State which was endeavoring 
to restore the political relations of the State to the General Government. 

It is true—candor requires me to say—this damage did occur prior to 
the proclamation of the President formally declaring the cessation of the 
war. But by decision of the Supreme Court in two cases before me, in 
2 Wallace and 16 Wallace, the condition of things existing about the 
home of this claimant at the date of this damage so placed him as com- 
pletely within the protection of the laws of the United States as he 
would have been at any time after the peace proclamation of the Presi- 
dent. I will not oceupy the time of the House in citing these authori- 
ties unless the gentleman from Indiana desires it. 

Mr. CALKINS. It oceurred to me while hearing the bill read, which 
contained no statement that the beneficiary of this act was loyal at or 
before the time of the alleged loss, that the case must either be an 
exception to that class of cases which we have always provided for 
by law, or else there was something peculiar in this case which de- 
manded the payment other than exists in those cases for which we have 
provided by law. After hearing my friend from Georgia [Mr. ‘Tur- 
NER] and after hearing the report I am more convinced than ever that 
this claim falls within the class of claims which this House has almost 
unanimously refused to pay during the last three or four Congresses. 
I can not see any distinction between this claim and any other claim 
which arose after actual hostilities had ceased until the period when 
the restoration of peace was declared by the President’s amnesty procla- 
mation. They all go under the same class; and I can not see why if 
this claim is paid all the others should not be paid as well. 

Mr. TURNER, of Georgia. I desire for the benefit of the gentleman 
from Indiana to state that in two cases decided by the Supreme Court 
of the United States it has been held as follows: 

By excepting districts occupied and controlled by national troops from the 
general prohibition of trade it indicated the policy of the Government not to re- 


gard such districts as in actual insurrection or their inhabitants as subject in 
most respects to treatmentas enemies, 


Military occupation and control to work | 











The time up to the period when the President of the United States 
issued his general proclamation of amnesty, in my judgment, should be 
included in the war period; and all depredations and all classes of losses 
that happened up to that time, unless by express contract in cases where 
the parties were authorized to contract, ought to be classed as War claims 
and their payment refused. It is with that view that I call the atten- 
tion of the House to this particular claim, not because I want to be stub- 
born, but because it is of a class of claims which the Congresses preced 
ing this have always refused to entertain or to pay. 

There is another class of cases which were thoroughly discussed and 
which the last Congress refused to pay, more meritorious even than this 
class of cases, I think; cases involving the occupation or the destruc- 
tion during the war of colleges, houses of worship, and the like. Yet 
the House in the last Congress refused to consider and pay for even that 
class of claims, a much more meritorious class than this. That is the 
reason I am opposed to this class of claims. 

Mr. RAY. Mr. Speaker, I desire to say 

Mr. HOLMAN. I would like to ask the gentleman from Georgia a 
question. 


Mr. TURNER, of Georgia. I have no objection. 

Mr. HOLMAN. Suppose that the act of military occupation is not 
taken into account, or any act of spoliation within the region of coun- 
try which the Army was occupying. Independent of all that, does the 
gentleman from Georgia [Mr. TURNER] hold that the Government 
should be held responsible for unauthorized acts of spoliation committed 
by the soldiers composing those armies? Is the Government to be held 
responsible for those unauthorized acts? 

Mr. TURNER, of Georgia. I will give way to the gentleman from 
New Hampshire Mr. RAY] as soon as I have answered the interroga- 
tory of the gentleman from Indiana (Mr. Ho_MAN]. It isa sufficient 
answer to his inquiry to recite the facts. 

This damage was done by an organized squad of soldiers under the 
command of a lieutenant sent up from military headquarters at Savan- 
nah. It was done by men wearing the uniform of the Government and 
under orders of its constituted authorities. Now, unless the Government 
can be held responsible for damages committed under these circum- 
stances I can not imagine a case which would render the Government 
responsible for damages. 

One other fact I will state, which I think is another and a complete 
answer to the question which the gentleman propounds to me. These 
buildings were taken down and the materials carried to Savannah and 
there used by the authorities of the Government of the United States 





| for the construction of school-houses for the freedmen in that city. 


| 


this exception must be actual; that is to say, not illusory, not imperfect, not | 


transient; but substantial, comple te, and permanent. Being such it draws after 
it the full measure of protection to persons and property consistent with a neces- 
sary subjection to military government. It does not indeed restore orin 
all respects former relations; but it replaces rebel by national authority and 
recognizes to some extent the conditions and the responsibilities of 1 national 
citizenship. 

I read from 2 Wallace, page 277. And in 16 Wallace there is a case 
precisely to the same effect decided by the Supreme Court of the United 
States in the year 1872, in a period of profound peace. 

Now, the cases to which I have referred arose between the Govern- 
ment and citizens who stood upon no express privilege under the action 
of the Government; but in the case under consideration, Mr. Speaker, 
this claimant had under the terms of the proclamation of the Presi- 
dent of the United States resumed his allegiance to the Government, 
had taken the amnesty oath, and had accepted the plighted faith of the 
Government that he should thereafter receive full protection to his per- 
son and property. He had thereby become a citizen as loyal to the 
Government as was the gentleman from Indiana himself, at the time 
this invasion of his property occurred. He had, as it were, made his 
peace with the Government upon the terms proclaimed by the Presi- 
dent. Now, the question is whether the Government, after havi ing in- 
vited this submission upon the pledge of protection, can refuse the pro- 
tection which it had guaranteed. 

Mr. CALKINS. I do not want to take up the time of the House in 
the discussion of this claim, for I have no more objection against this 
claim particularly than I have to any of the class of claims which arose 
under the same cireumstances under which this arose. 

I know it has been a disputed point with very many citizens of this 
country as to the exact time when a citizen who had recently been in 
rebellion against the Government became rehabilitated and thereafter 
entitled to be taken out of a condition of affairs which deprived him of 
the right of compensation for property used and destroyed during the 
war; | know there has been some conflict of opinion on that point. 

I want to call the attention of this House to this fact: After hostili- 
ties actually ceased there were a million and a half of Union soldiers 
seattered throughout the Southern States. Necessarily occupancy by 
that million and a half of soldiers of tenements and lands and more or 
less depredations upon the property of the people of the South took 
place; nobody disputes that or denies it. After a time, when those sol- 
diers had been gradually withdrawn, of course this occupancy and these | 
depredations ceased. 


Mr. ROBINSON, of Massachusetts. 
Mr. TURNER, of Georgia. I think it does; but if it does not so 
appear, that was the fact. The Government appropriated to its own 
use the property of an amnestied citizen without compensation. The 
very least which Congress can do in such a case is to restore the value 
of the property without interest. I now yield to the gentleman from 


Does that appear in the report ? 


| New Hampshire [Mr. Ray]. 


Mr. RAY. I desire to make a few remarks touching this bill lest 
some on this side of the House who did not hear the statement of 
my colleague on the Claims Committee [Mr. TURNER] might misap- 
prehend the true character of this bill. It appropriates $800 to pay 
Morgan Rawls for his dwelling-house which was destroyed by a com- 
pany of United States troops some time in the fall of 1865, after he had 
taken the oath of allegiance, had been elected a member of the con- 
stitutional convention of Georgia, and while he was away from his home 
attending that convention. 

No one would be more opposed to the passage of a bill allowing a war 
claim, pure and simple, than myself without thorough consideration 
and a favorable report from the Committee on War Claims. But there 
must be a line drawn somewhere between what is technically called a 
pn Mh claim and a claim arising against the Government in time of 


naon Rawls, of Georgia, was a confederate soldier during the war 
of the rebellion. On the 29th day of May, 1865, the President of the 
United States issued a proclamation addressed to those who had been 
engaged in the rebellion, from which I quote the following: 


To the end, therefore, that the authority of the Government of the United 
States may be restored, and that t peace, order, and freedom may be established, 
I, Andrew Johnson, President of the United Siates, do proclaim and declare that 
I hereby grant to all persons who have directly or indirectly participated in the 
existing rebellion, aoe as hereinafter excepted, amnesty and pardon, with res- 
toration of all rights . except as to slaves, and except where legal proceed- 
ings under tee ine 4 Prt the United SSeates providing for the confiscation of prop- 
erty of persons engaged in rebellion have been instituted ; but upon the condition. 
nevertheless, that every such person shall take and subscribe the followi ing oath 
(or aflirmation) and thenceforward keep and maintain said oath inviolate ; and 
which oath shall be registered for permanent preservation, &c. 


The offer of this proclamation to all who had participated in the re- 
bellion, with certain exceptions not material to this discussion, and 
who would take and subscribe to the oath of allegiance, was full amnesty 





| 
| 


and pardon, with restoration of all rights of property except slaves. 
Morgan Rawls complied fully with these conditions, and has cor.ducted 
himself as a good citizen ever since. His oath of allegiance i is filed in 
the office of the Secretary of State. 


What next? On June 17, 1865, the President addressed a proclama- 
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tion to the people of Georgia, containing, among other things, the fol- 
lowing: 

Now, therefore, in obedience to the high and solemn duties imposed upon me 
by the Constitution of the United States, and for the purpose of enabling the 
loyal people of said State to organize a State government, whereby justice may 


| 
} 


be established, domestic tranquillity insured, and loyal citizens protected in all their | 


rights of life, liberty, and propery: , Andrew Johnson, President of the United 
States, and Commander-in-Chief of the Army and Navy of the United States, 
do hereby appoint James Johnson, of Georgia, provisional governor of the State 
of Georgia, whose duty it shall be at the earliest practicable period to preseribe 
such rules and regulations as may be necessary and proper for convening a con- 
vention com} of delegates to be chosen by that portion of the people of said 
State who are loyal to the United States, and no others, for the purpose of alter- 
ing or onending the constitution thereof, and with authority to exercise within 
the limits of said State all the powers necessary and proper to enable such loyal 
people of the State of Georgia to restore said State to its censtitutional relations 
to the Federal Government, and to present such a republican form of State gov- 
ernment as will entitle the State to the guarantee of the United States therefor, 
and its people to protection by the United States against invasion, insurrection, 
or domestic violence, &c. 


This proclamation prescribes that none shall vote for or be elected a 
member of such convention without having previously taken and sub- 
scribed the amnesty oath set forth in the previous proclamation before 
alluded to. And in this same proclamation the President directs: 

That the military commander of the department, and all officers and persons 
in the military and naval service aid and assist the said provisional governor 
in carrying into effect this proclamation, and they are enjoined to abstain from 
mm any way hindering, impeding, or discouraging the loyal people from the or- 
ganization of a State government as herein authorized. 

Mr. Rawls, having previously taken the oath of allegiance, was duly 
elected a member of the constitutional convention of Georgia pursuant 
to the proclamation of President Johnson, and in the fall of 1865 left 
his home in order to attend the deliberations of that body, leaving his 
house unoccupied. During his absence a detachment of Federal troops 
were ordered to take down and remove some captured and abandoned 





| payment. 


confederate buildings which had been erected nearly or quite adjoining | 


the house of Mr. Rawls, and either by accident or mistake, supposing 
the building belonged to or was a part of the abandoned confederate 


buildings they had been sent to take down and remove, they tore down, | 


carried off, and disposed of Mr. Rawls’s dwelling-house with the rest. 
Mr. Rawls’s house was worth about $800, and the question now is, Shall 
he be paid for it? 

Mr. RROWNE. Will the gentleman allow me a question ? 

Mr. RAY. Certainly. 

Mr. BROWNE. Assuming that Morgan Rawls had never been in the 
confederate service, but had been at all times a loyal citizen, and the 
soldiers of the United States Army, without authority from their supe- 
rior officers, had destroyed his property either willfully or by mistake, 
would he have had a legal claim against the Government of the United 
States? Would not theact be a mere trespass, unauthorized by the Gov- 
ermment or any of its agents, and therefore without remedy ? 

Mr. RAY. The gentleman has stated a proposition which was con- 
sidered by the Committee on Claims. If this man had any remedy by 
suit at law against the United States he would not be here asking for 
relief by act of Congress. This damage was done by a body of soldiers 
in obedience to orders from their officers, all of whom probably were 
and are pecuniarily irresponsible. 

If the soldiers tore down this house in good faith, supposing it to be 
one of the abandoned confederate buildings, as the truth really is in 
regard to this case, it would be a great hardship on the part of the Gov- 
ernment to require them to pay the damages out of their own pockets. 
Again, to have required Mr. Rawls to obtain hissatisfaction out of these 
soldiers and their commanding oflicer would have been in those days 
a practical denial of justice to him, because he probably could not have 
obtained service of legal process on them, or jurisdiction over them in 


any civil court in Georgia at that time, or have collected a judgment | 


against them if one had been obtained even if they had been pecuni- 
arily responsible. The house was not willfully or maliciously destroyed, 
but its materials, so far as they were of any value, together with those 
of the adjacent confederate buildings, were taken and disposed of under 
the authority of the Government, and the money paid into the Freed- 
men’s Bureau in the State of Georgia. 

I submit that upon sound legal principles Rawls was entitled to re- 
cover against anybody who ordered or participated in the destruction 
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Mr. CALKINS. What was done with it? 


Mr. RAY. It was paid to the Freedmen’s Bureau in Georgia 
Mr. CALKINS. What was done with the proceeds of this house ? 
Mr. RAY. It wentinwith the rest. The proceedsof all these build 


ings went to the Freedmen’s Bureau, and was used for the benefit of 
the freedmen, as I understand. 

Mr. CALKINS. How did they sell it? 

Mr. RAY. Ido not know how. All these confederate camps and 
buildings, I understand, were disposed of and the proceeds turned over 
to the Freedmen’s Bureau. 

Now, if these troops, acting in the line of their duty, obeying orders, 
being unable to distinguish between confederate and private property, 
without intending any malicious act, and exercising ordinary care and 
prudence, took a citizen’s property, and the Government by its officers 
and agents disposed of it, I think it quite fair and equitable that the 
Government should pay. 

Mr. BROWNE. Will the gentleman let me make a single suggestion ” 
Ata time when a distinguished gentleman of Kentucky by the name 
of John Morgan invaded Indiana certain United States troops were 
sent in pursuit of him, and during that pursuit they took the horses ot 
our farmers, invaded smoke-houses and took the bacon belonging to 
our people, took corn and forage of every description. ‘These things 
were appropriated to the use of the Government. We have been at 
tempting for weary years to get the Congress of the United States te 
recognize the right of our people to remuneration for this property of 
our citizens taken by United States troops and appropriated forthe put 
poses of the Government; yet the Government has refused to make such 
I think those claims are quite as strong against the Govern 
ment as a claim for payment fora building which was taken by mistek: 
and without authority—a mere trespass. 


Mr. RAY. Let me ask the gentleman a question 
Mr. BROWNE. = Yes, sir 
Mr. RAY. Was not the property to which the gentleman alludes 


taken in time of war? 

Mr. BROWNE. = It was taken at a time when we thought there was 
a speck of war in our State 

Mr. NEAL. I wish to state in answer to what the gentleman from 
Indiana bas stated, that this celebrated John Morgan raided through 
Ohio, and the Government of the United States has paid and is paying 
to-day for every horse that the Union soldiers took, tor every bushel ot 
corn and for every bit of property they destroyed. They have refused 
to pay for the stealing and destruction done by Morgan's men, but 
what was taken and used by the troops of the United States the Gov 
ernment has paid for, the same exactly as if the quartermasters had 
purchashed it and given vouchers theretor. And L presume, if the gen 
tleman will examine the matter, he will find the same is the 
regard to Indiana. 

Mr. DAWES. Is my colleague in favor of paying everything that 
was taken by Union soldiers during the war? 

Mr. NEAL. I am in favorof paving for everything the soldiers took 
in the prosecution of the war 

Mr. DAWES. In the South’ 


case in 


Mr. NEAL. Yes, sir; from loyal citizens 
Mr. HOUK. In the South or anywhere else, if it isan honest claim 
Mr. RAY. I believe I have the floor. Now, Mr. Speaker, if this 


| destruction of Rawls’s house had occurred while the rebellion was fla 


grant, before the proclamation granting amnesty had been made, or be 
fore he had taken the oath of allegiance and been guaranteed protection 
to his property, I should oppose the payment of this claim. I do not 


| believe in paying for damages done by soldiers in the enemy's country 


during time of war; but there is a line of division somewhere between 
war and peace. When the President of the United States made procla 
mation to the people of Georgia that if they would lay down theirarms 
and take the oath of allegiance they should have full pardon and be 
protected in the enjoyment of their property, and on the faith and credit 
thereof her citizens, like Morgan Rawls, accepted the situation, the 
Government ought certainly to protect them in the use and possession 
of their property, and Congress should not delay in making just repara 


| tion for property taken by the Government or its agents under the mis 


or conversion of his building, provided due service of legal process | 


could have been made on the defendants. If the building or its ma- 
terials were disposed of and money or its equivalent received therefor, 
Rawls could waive the tort and recover as for money had and received 
against any one holdingthe money who ordered, committed, or abetted 
the trespass, no matter whether it was done by mistake or otherwise. 


taken idea that it belonged to the United States 
At the time his house was destroyed Mr. Rawls was away from home 
attending the constitutional convention engaged in an honest endeavor 


| to reconstruct the State of Georgia, upon the invitation of the President, 


But he can not sue the Government, notwithstanding his house was | 


taken without his consent by Government troops while fairly and 
reasonably obeying orders, after he had been pardoned for participation 
in the rebellion, taken the oathof allegiance, and been granted full pro- 
tection of his property. 

Therefore it does not seem just or equitable for the Government or for 
Congress tosay, ‘‘ This was a trespass; we did not authorize it and ought 
not to be made responsible for it,’’ especially when it appears that the 
materials have been disposed of and the money appropriated by the 
United States. 


and I think the bill for his relief ought to pass. The loss was incurred 
nearly eighteen years ago, and we only allow him the fair value of the 
property at that time, without interest. 

Mr. BELFORD. Was this property destroyed after the issuance ot 
the President's proclamation ? 


Mr. RAY. Yes, sir; several months afterward 
Mr. CALKINS. That was the special amnesty, not the general am 
nesty. 


Mr. RAY. Yes; I have given the dates of both proclamations. Th« 
amnesty was full and general, so far as Rawls is concerned, some tfme 
before his loss occurred. 

Probably no serious objection would be made against this claim had 
the transaction occurred in Ohio or New Hampshire, for example, o1 
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in some other State not engaged in the war of the rebellion. Iam | 


aware that the final proclamation of cessation of hostilities in all parts of 
the country was not issued until August 20, 1866, and that the Supreme 
Court of the United States has judicially determined that date to be 
the time when military rule ceased in every part of the late confeder- 
acy and peace prevailed throughout the land. But in Georgia all act- 
ual hostilities ceased in the spring of 1865, The people there were 
quictly engaged in an honest effort to reconstruct the State and bring 
her back into harmony with the Federal Government. 

The United States had an undoubted right to take possession and dis- 
pose of all confederate camps, buildings, hospitals, and other property 
at any time, but it had no right, through its troops, or otherwise, todis- 
possess a loyalor an amnestied citizen of Georgia of his property, with- 
out making due and just compensation, in the fall of 1865. 

For these reasons, Mr. Speaker, after a careful investigation of the 
facts, I felt it my duty to concur with my colleagues of the Claims Com- 
mittee in making a favorable report upon this bill and to favor its passage. 

Mr. TURNER, of Georgia, demanded the previous question. 

The previous question was ordered. 

The bill was ordered to be engrossed and read « third time ; and 
being engrossed, it was accordingly read the third time. 

Mr. TURNER, of Georgia, demanded the previous question on the 
passage of the bill. 

The previous question was ordered, 

Mr. CALKINS demanded the yeas and nays on the passage of the 
bill. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 

Mr. ROBESON. Pending that, as this will remain the untinished 
business, to come up the first thing in the morning, I move the House 
adjourn. 

The House divided on the motion to adjourn; and there were—ayes 
0, noes 42. 


Mr. BEACH. 1 demand tellers on the motion to adjourn. 


LEAVE OF ABSENCR. 
Pending the motion to adjourn, 


Mr. GODSHALK, by unanimous consent, was granted leave of ab- 
sence from to-morrow until Wednesday next. 


WITHDRAWAL OF PAPERS. 


On motion of Mr. SPRINGER, by unanimous consent, leave was 
yranted for the withdrawal of the papers in the pension case of Dr. Will- 
iam T. Kirk. 

MORGAN RAWLS. 

Mr. TURNER, of Georgia. Irise toa parliamentary inquiry. What 
will be the attitude of this bill if the House should now adjourn? 

The SPEAKER. It will come up as unfinished business to-morrow 
immediately after the morning hour, because the previous question has 
been ordered. That is the impression of the Chair at present. 

Mr. SPRINGER. It will not come up until Friday next. 

Mr. RANDALL. I hope all opposition will be withdrawn on the 
statement of the gentleman from New Jersey [Mr. RoBESON] that this 
bill will come up to-morrow morning. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair is inclined to think that under the op- 
cration of the previous question this would come up anyway. 

Mr. RANDALL. With the understanding that it is to come up as 
untinished business to-morrow, I believe all opposition to the motion to 
adjourn will be withdrawn. 

Mr. BEACH. I withdraw the demand for tellers. 

Mr. ROBESON’s motion was agreed to; and accordingly (at 3 o'clock 
and 2 minutes p. m.) the House adjourned. 





PETITIONS, ETC. 

The following petitions and papers were laid on the Clerk’s desk, 
under the rule, and referred as follows : 

By the SPEAKER: The resolutions adopted by the Maritime Asso- 
ciation of New York, protesting against the transfer of the revenue- 
cutter service to the Navy Department—to the Committee on Naval 
Affairs. 

Also, papers relating to the claim of Clara G. Scott—to the Committee 
on Claims. 

By Mr. BEACH: The petition of Malven, Gordon & Co. and others, 
citizens of Orange County, New York, protesting against an increase of 
duty on tin-plate and sheet-iron—to the Committee on Ways and Means. 

By Mr. GEORGE: The petition of citizens of Oregon engaged in the 
canned- goods industry, asking that the duty on tin-plates be reduced to 
one-half cent per pound—to the same committee. 

By Mr. HITT: Memorial of the mayorand 40 others, citizens of Rock- 
ford, Winnebago County, Illinois, asking appropriation for the continu- 
ance of the immigrant-inspection service—to the Select Committee on 
the Public Health. 


ty Mr. LUNA: The petition of Benjamin M. Read and others, pro- 


testing against reduction of duty on lead and copper—to the Committee | 


on Ways and Means. 
By Mr. MARTIN: The petition of Robert J. Simmons and 30 others, 





| citizens of Dover, Delaware, protesting against increase of duty on tin- 
plate and sheet-iron—to the same committee. 

By Mr. R. M. MCLANE: The resolutions adopted by the Baltimore 

joard of Trade protesting against the transfer of the Life-Saving Serv- 
ice to the Navy Department—to the Committee on Naval Affairs. 

By Mr. MORSE: The petition of Vashti H. Palmer, for a pension— 
to the Committee on Invalid Pensions. 

By Mr. OATES: The petition of L. A. Foster and others of Auburn, 
Alabama, for reduction of duty on tin-plate and sheet-iron—to the Com- 
mittee on Ways and Means. 

By Mr. A. TOWNSEND: The petition of the Cigar Manufacturers’ 
Association of Cleveland, Ohio, relative to the duty on cigars—to the 
same committee. 

By Mr. WILLIS: The petition of Brinkley & Co. and others, of Louis- 
ville, Kentucky, protesting against increase of duty on tin-plates and 
sheet-iron—to the same committee. 


The following petitions for reduction of duty on sugar were presented 

~ referred to the Committee on Ways and Means: 
By Mr. BLOUNT: Of J. B. Weller and 28 others, of New Brighton, 

New York. 

By Mr. 8. 8. FARWELL: Of L. J. Richards and 50 others, of Wyo- 
ming, Iowa. 

By Mr. HOGE: Of M. Walsh and 40 others, citizens of Harper's 
Ferry, West Virginia. 

By Mr. HUMPHREY: Of Henry Gilbert, J. L. 
others, of Osseo, Wisconsin. 

By Mr. MCKINLEY: Of E. T. Crowl and 77 others, of Canton, Ohio. 

By Mr. PAYSON: Of J. M. Baker and 79 others, of Dwight, Dlinois. 

By Mr. SHERWIN: Of Thomas W. Cole and 38 others, of Rockford, 
Tilinois. 

By Mr. A. TOWNSEND: Of H. N. Wickoff & Son and 72 others, of 
Chagrin Falls, Cuyahoga County, Ohio. 

By Mr. WALKER: Of James Jordan, jr., and 
Sullivan County, Pennsylvania. 

By Mr. W. A. WOOD: Of George W. Calkins and 52 others, of West- 
land Lake, New York. 


Linderman, and 37 


75 others, of Dushore, 


SENATE. 
SATURDAY, January 20, 1833. 


The Senate met at 11 o'clock a. m. 
J. BuLLocK, D, D. 

The Journal of yesterday’s proceedings was read and approved. 

EXECUTIVE COMMUNICATIONS. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore laid before the Senate a letter from the 
Secretary of War, transmitting, in compliance with section 1665 of the 
Revised Statutes, a statement of expenditures at the Springfield armory, 
and of the arms, &c., fabricated and repaired during the year ended June 
30, 1882; which was referred to the Committee on Military Affairs, and 
ordered to be printed. 

Ife also laid before the Senate a letter from the Secretary of War, 
transmitting, in response to a resolution of December 21, 1882, reports 
of officers of the Engineer Corps, United States Army, in relation to the 
improvement of the harbors at Savannah and Brunswick to the Savan- 
nah River, between Savannah and Augusta, and above Augusta; to the 
Altamaha River and Romney Marsh, Georgia; also to the improvement 
of Coosa River, Georgia, and Alabama and Oostenaula, Coosawattee. 
Ocmulgee and Oconee Rivers, Georgia, and also reports upon Mobile 
Harbor, Alabama, and Chattahoochee and Flint Rivers, Georgia; which 
was referred to the Committee on Commerce, and ordered to be printed. 


PETITIONS AND MEMORIALS. 


Mr. BLAIR. 1 present the memorial of officers and teachers of the 
Normal and Agricultural Institute of Hampton, Virginia, and many 
others, praying for aid to the cause of common school, industrial, and 
normal school education. This is a very brief written memorial, set- 
ting forth the views of the leading minds of that institution. I think 
they are entitled to very great weight, and it is an unusually forcible 
and brief presentation of the views and facts bearing upon that ques- 
tion. I ask thatit be printed in the Recorp. 

Mr. ANTHONY. I hope the Senator will not press that request. 
The practice has become so genera] of printing memorials in the RkcorD 
that ier swell it to very great proportions. 

Mr. BLAIR. There is no doubt of that, and yet this is one of those 
brief memorials upon a very important subject which touches the mat- 
ter more closely, and will, I think, give more light upon it than many 
two-hours’ speech that might be made in either House of Congress; and 
it is in the hope that it may reach the eye of members of the House and 
of the Senate that I ask that the memorial be printed in the Recorp. 
It may avoid a long speech. 

Mr. ANTHONY. I have no doubt that it would be more interest- 
| ing and more edifying than the long speeches, but it will not save the 
| longspeeches; we shall have them just the same. 


Prayer by the Chaplain, Rev. J. 
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Mr. BLAIR. It may, however, enable these who make the long 
speeches to make them more to the point and to talk more sensibly and 
effectively in relation to the provisions of the various pending bills. | 
assure you, Mr. President, it is a fine and excellent memorial, and it 
will do good. It will do good to us all; and I hope it may be printed 
and that it may be read. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The Senator from New Hampshire 
asks that the memorial be spread upon the REcorD. 

Mr. ALLISON. Is it from a State Legislature? 

Mr. BLAIR. It is from the Normal and Agricultural Institute of 
Hampton, Virginia, and represents the matter of industrial and common 
and normal school education so far as the problem exists at the South. 
The PRESIDENT pro tempore. Is there objection to printing the 
memorial in the Record? ‘The Senator from Rhode Island made an 
objection. If he does not withdraw it 
Mr. ANTHONY. No, I will not object: but I give notice that I 
shall object to the next proposition to print in the RECORD any memo- 
rial of any kind whatever. 

Mr. BLAIR. The effect of this little episode in reference to this 
memorial will lead to its being read. 

Mr. ANTHONY. Itean not be read at the desk without the consent 
of the Senate. 

Mr. BLAIR. I understood the objection was withdrawn to its being 
printed in the Rrcorp. 

Mr. ANTHONY. I did withdraw the objection. 

Mr. HOAR. I desire to say that my honorable friend trom Rhode 
Island is a good deal like Rip Van Winkle. He is always going to leave 
off printing at the next glass, and not the present ene. He always 
gives the notice, and always withdraws it. 

Mr. ANTHONY. It is net my fhult that Tam the most good natured 
man in the Senate. 

Mr. BLAIR. It is highly creditable to the honorable Senator to 
withdraw his objection to printing this memorial in the Recorp. | 
have no objection to its being asserted as to almost any other that may 
he presented. 

The PRESIDENT pro lempore. ‘The objection is withdrawn, and if 
there isno further objection the memorial will be printed inthe Recorp. 
The memoral was ordered to lic on the table and to be printed in the 
RECORD, as follows: 





HAMPTON NoRMAI INSTITUT! 


, Iss 


AND AGRICULTUR 


Ilampton, Va 


Al 
, January 
Sin: The undersigned, officers and teachers of the Hampton Normal and Agri 
cultural Institute, beg leave to present, through you, to Congress the following 
statement and petition: 

We have the past fourteen years been engaged in the work of diffusing intel 
ligence among the negroes of the South, with whose condition and needs we 
have become familiar through the over five hundred graduates and ex-students 
who have gone trom here as teachers throughout the Southern States. Expe- 
rience has shown the negro’s eagerness for knowledge, capacity for improve- 
ment, and at the same time the utter inadequacy of the educational opportunities 
supplied these 6,000,000 blacks by the various State appropriations, anounting to 
something over a million dollars annually 

Virginia, ahead of other Southern States in providing for the negro, has not 
one-third of the competent teachers needed; her school sessions (except in cities 
of from four to six montlhs—but three months in most States—are wholly inade 
quate; Southern country school buildings generally are wretched makeshitts, 
comfortless and miserably appointed; proper supervision is usually wanting; 
for the small salaries paid the county superintendents do not justify them in 
doing anything but keeping accounts and records and in making examinations 
and appointments, Teachers go and come pretty much as they please; many 
who act disgracefully could, by inspection, be made efficient. The training ot 
teachers, a vital matter, is well done ata few points, chiefly by Northern charity, 
but it can not supply one-tenth of the existing demand; many of those now 
teaching are worse than none at all. 

The large class of poor whites is no better off than the blacks; even the in 
crease alone of both races is not being properly taught. In the more southern 
States especially the moral and mental condition is as low as that in Africa. If 
intelligence and virtue have to do with the fate of republics there is danger 
ahead. Masses of ignorant voters are controlled by hired demagogues or de- 
prived of their rights. They are not capable of intelligent action. There is 
danger whether their vote is cast or suppressed. This can be prevented only by 
such efliciency of the system of Southern education as Congress can supply. 

We represent in part the vast Northern charity, aggregating since 1862 about 
$12,000,000, given by individuals not only for the Christian education of the ne- 
gro, but in payment of a debt to humanity and in fulfillment of a duty of the 
nation to those whom it has given the ballot without an idea, a power without 
the knowledge how to use it, creating thereby most serious conditions for the 
future. Why should not Congress follow the people in this great national work? 
England, neglecting the emancipated slaves of Jamaica for more than thirty 
years, now aids in their education. The United States, except through the Freed- 





twenty years from the time of their freedom. We believe it will yet be forced to 
provide against the increasing sum of illiteracy and consequent evil. 

We therefore, through your committee, most earnestly petition Congress to 
make prompt and adequate provision for the increased efficiency of all schools 
for the illiterate classes throughout the land, recognizing therein the need of 


trial training, without which an intelligent but useless class, political hangers- 
on and adventurers, averse to labor, may be raised up. 
Hon. Henry W. Bratr, 
Chairman Committee on Education, 
United States Senate, Washington, D. ©. 


Mr. BLAIR. I present the following petitions, praying for national 
aid to common schools: 

A petition of the president and faculty of the Ohio Wesleyan Uni- 
versity; 

A petition of H. F. Spaks and 45 other citizens of York County, Vir- 
xinia; 
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\ petition of A. Bb. White and 46 other citizens of the Isle of Wight 
County, Virginia 

\ petition of Andrew Bassett 
City County, Virginia 

\ petitionot William H 
Virginia; 

A petition ol M. L 
County, Virginia; 

A petition of Zacharias Dupee and 22 citizens of Chestertield County, 
Virginia; 

A petition of R. Kels 
County, Virginia: 

{ petition of Frank Procter and 39 citizens of Nortolk, Virginia; 

\ petition of B. J. Davis and 54 other citizens of Palmyra, Halifax 
County, North Carolina; 

A petition of J.P. Weaver and 40 citizens of Entield, Halitix County 
North Carolina: 

A petition of J. 8. MeCulloch and other citizens of Knox 
County, Tennessee; and 

A petition and resolution of the Teachers’ State Association of Mieh 
igan. 

The petitions trom Virginia and North Carolina, | am intormed 
signed almost exclusively by citizens of the colored rac 
they all lie upon the table 

The motion was agreed to 

Mr. COCKRELL. Valley Grange, No. 60, of the county of Bates in 
the State of Missouri, have transmitted to me a petition. This is «a pe 
tition representing that ‘‘agriculture is the leading industry of al 
countries and in the United States engages the labor of more than one 
half our entire population, and the annual value of farm products in 
the United States is greater than all the other industries combined, and 
the interests of agriculture, despite the immense value of its products 
and despite the fact that it furnishes nearly, if not quite, nine-tenth 
ot the business of transportation on railroads and other treight conveys 
ances, mainly supports all our industries and is the life and soul and 
body of our foreign commerce, yet has been continuously ignored in 
recent years by our executives and shamefully neglected by our Na 
tional Legislature, for the reason as we believe that these great interests 
have no executive representation in the Cabinet of the President and 
almost no representation in the National Congress,’’ and they therefor 
‘earnestly request that the Senate of the United States at as early a 
period as practicable take up and consider and enact into a the 
House bill passed at the last session of Congress to create the office of 
Secretary of Agriculture, to be tilled by an experienced and practical 
farmer.” 

I move that this petition lie upon the t 
before the Senate. 

The motion was agreed to 


and “19 other citizens of Elizabeth 
Ash andl 41 citizens of Southampton County, 


Walkin and 40 other citizens of the Isle of Wight 


rand 20 other citizens of Scottsville, Albemarle 


ille, Knox 


bret 


I move that 


law 


ible as the bill j 


Mr. ALLISON presented resolutions of the board of trade of Coun 
cil Blutis, lowa, protesting against the granting of a charter for the 
construction of a bridge across the Missouri River between Council 
Blatis and Omaha: which were referred to the Committee on Con 
merce 

He also presented Gallaher, of JetYerson, lowa 


a petition of A oe 
praying legislation for the relief of Robert C. Gallaher, late of Mifflin 
town, Pennsylvania, inregard to certain bondsowned by him which wer 
lost or destroyed; which was referred to the Committee on Finances 
Mr. VOORHEES. I do not know whether it comes properly 
the head of petitions and memorials, but I present a resolution passed 
at the last il meeting of the St: board of agriculture held at 
Indianapolis, Indiana. I think it is a proper thing to be 
and as it istouchinga very important public interest it had hetter be read 


wn 


und 


annu ite 


nted 


pres 


The PRESIDEN t pro fe m pore The re solution will he red it the 
he no ohiection 
The resolution was read and referred to the Committ \ 
ure, as follows 
Resolved, That this soc iety heartily approve sof the Senate bi ntrod ed 
Senator LOGAN, proposing a transfer of so much of the Si il Service as relate 
to climate and weather forecasts to the civil de partmentof the Government; but 
| we earnestly re« ommend that this transfer be made to the Department of Agri 
culture, where the subiect of climate naturally belongs as l« re lv related 
to agriculture 
Very respectfully 
ALIEN. ILERON, Seeretar 
Mr. . MILLER, of New York I present a memorial of the chamber 
of commerce of the State of New York, protesting against the transfer 


of the revenue-cutter service to the Navy Department, and also against 
the establishment of a bureau of mercantile marine in the Navy De 
partment. This memorial is signed by the president of the chamber 
and attested by the tary [ move its reference 
on Commerce. 

The motion was agreed to 

Mr. MILLER, of California, presented a petition of citizens of Cali 
fornia praving for the passage of a law instructing the Postmaster-Gen 
eral to make no further contracts which shall include the earriage of 
the mails on the Sabbath, &ec.; which was referred to the Committee 
on Post-Offices and Post-lRoads 


SECTE to the Committee 
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Mr. SEWELL presented a memorial of employés of the American 
Sheet Iron Company of Phillipsburgh, New Jersey, remonstrating against 
any reduction of the tariff duties on raw materials used in the manu- 
facture of sheet-iron below the rate recommended by the Tariff Com- 
mission: which was ordered to lie on the table. 


REPORTS OF COMMITTEES. 


Mr. SHERMAN, from the Committee on Finance, to whom was re- 
ferred the bill (S. 2377) to authorize the stockholders of the First Na- 
tional Bank of Grand Rapids, Michigan, to amend the fifth article of 
the articles of association of the said bank, reported it with an amend- 
ment. 

BILLS INTRODUCED. 

Mr. ROLLINS asked and, by unanimous consent, obtained leave to 
introduce a bill (8S. 2390) granting a pension to Emma De Long; which 
was read twice by its title, and referred to the Committee on Pensions. 

Mr. MILLER, of New York (by request), asked and, by unanimous 
consent, obtained leave to introduce a bill (S. 2391) to amend an act 
entitled ‘‘An act to regulate immigration,’’ approved March 3, 1882; 
which was read twice by its title, and referred to the Committee on Com- 
merece, 

He also (by request) asked and, by unanimous consent, obtained 
leave to introduce a bill (S. 2392) to grant tothe Court of Claims jurisdic- 
tion to hear and determine the claims of the Tice Manufacturing Com- 
pany against the United States; which was read twice by its title, and 
referred to the Committee on the Judiciary. 

Mr. HOAR asked and, by unanimous consent, obtained leave to in- 
troduce a bill (S. 2393) granting a pension to Sarah Jane Prince; which 
was read twice by its title, and referred to the Committee on Pensions. 

Mr. EDMUNDS asked and, by unanimous consent, obtained leave to 
introduce a bill (S. 2394) granting a pension to Horace 8. Spear; which 
was read twice by its title, and referred to the Committee on Pensions. 

Mr. BLAIR asked and, by unanimous consent, obtained leave to in- 
troduce a bill (S. 2395) granting a pension to Henrietta Ann Lewis; 
which was read twice by its title, and, with the accompanying papers, 
referred to the Committee on Pensions. 

Mr. VOORHEES asked and, by unanimous consent, obtained leave 
to introduce a bill (S. 2396) granting an increase of pension to Jesse 
S. Harrold; which was read twice by its title, and, with the accompany- 
ing papers, referred to the Committee on Pensions. 

Mr. ALDRICH asked and, by unanimous consent, obtained leave to 
introduce a bill (8S. 2397) granting a pension to John Sweeney; which 
was read twice by its title, and, with the accompanying papers, referred 
to the Committee on Pensions. 

Ife also asked and, by unanimous consent, obtained leave to intro- 
duce a bill (8S. 2398) to authorize the Secretary of the Treasury to con- 
vey land in Providence, Rhode Island, for highway purposes; which was 
read twice by its title, and referred to the Committee on Public Build- 
ings and Grounds. 

Mr. BLAIR asked and, by unanimous consent, obtained leave to in- 
troduce a bill (S. 2399) granting an increase of pension to Albert G. 
Vitield; which was read twice by its title, and, with the accompanying 
papers, referred to the Committee on Pensions. 

Mr. LAPHAM (by request) asked and, by unanimous consent, ob- 
tained leave to introducea bill (S. 2400) granting a pension to the widow 
of the late Major-General G. K. Warren; which was read twice by its 
title, and referred to the Committee on Pensions. 

Mr. PLUMB asked and, by unanimous consent, obtained leave to 
introduce a bill (S. 2401) for the relief of William H. Simmons; which 
was read twice by its title, and referred to the Committee on Public 
Lands. 

Mr. JOHNSTON asked and, by unanimous consent, obtained leave 
to introduce a bill (S. 2402) to pay to Charles W. Button the costs of 
wlvertising property levied on by the collector of United States internal 
revenue in the fifth district of the State of Virginia; which was read 
twice by its title, and referred to the Committee on Claims. 

He also asked and, by unanimous consent, obtained leave to intro- 
duce a bill (S. 2403) for the relief of J. D. Morrison, surviving partner 
of C. M. & J. D. Morrison; which was read twice by its title, and re- 
ferred to the Committee on Finance. 

Ife also asked and, by unanimous consent, obtained leave to intro- 
duce a bill (8. 2404) for the relief of William D. Martin; which was 
read twice by its title, and referred to the Committee on Finance. 

AMENDMENT TO A BILL. 


Mr. FRYE submitted an amendment intended to be proposed by him 
to the post-route bill: which was referred to the Committee on Post- 
Offices and Post-Roads, and ordered to be printed. 

REPORT ON INDUSTRIAL EDUCATION. 


Mr. BLAIR. I submit a concurrent resolution for printing extra 
copies of the report upon the condition of industrial education in the 
United States. The work comprises some three or four hundred pages. 
It isa very valuable one. There is a great call for it from agricultural 
colleges and from teachers and those interested in education throughout 
the country, and now that the type is being set the cost of additional or 
extra copies will be simply that of the material, Isuppese. I have made 





some inquiry and learn that the cost of 8,000 extra copies without covers 
will be something less than $800 ; with the ordinary covers such as we 
find upon the agricultural report and other like works, the cost will be 
less than $1,800 per 8,000 extra copies. I suppose this isa matter that 
should be referred to the Committee on Printing. 

The concurrent resolution was read, and referred to the Committee on 
Printing, as follows : 

Resolved by the Senate of the United States (the H. i ] 
Thatof root rton ind a ristetoudionbuababie tipteamiaiena stat 
cation to the Senate in compliance with its resolution of December 15, 1882, there 
be printed 1,000 copies for the use of the Senate, 2,000 copies for the use of the 
House of Representatives, and 5,000 copies for distribution by the Commissioner 
of Education. 

Mr. BLAIR. I will say in addition, and I ask the attention of the 
Committee on Printing to the fact, that it will be necessary to act some- 
what expeditiously, or the type may be taken down, and then the furnish- 
ing of extra copies would be of course much more expensive. 


«MESSAGE FROM THE HOUSE, 


A message from the House of Representatives, by Mr. MCPHERSON, 
its Clerk, announced that the House had passed the following bills; in 
which it requested the concurrence of the Senate: 

A bill (H. R. 2136) for the relief of Morgan Rawls; 

A bill (H. R. 7327) to establish certain post-routes; and 

A bill (H. R. 7330) to remove the disabilities of Francis H. Smith, 
sr., of Virginia. 

The message also announced that the House had passed the hill (S. 
422) for the relief of George W. Maher. 

POST-OFFICE APPROPRIATION BILL. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The morning business is over. 

Mr. COCKRELL. The Calendar, Mr. President. 

Mr. PLUMB. Imove that the Calendar be postponed in order that 
I may move to take up the Post-Office appropriation bill. 

The motion was agreed to. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. Will the Senate consent to take up 
the Post-Office appropriation bill ? 

The motion was agreed to; and the Senate, as in Committee of the 
Whole, resumed the consideration of the bill (H. R. 7049) making ap- 
propriations for the service of the Post-Office Department for the fiscal 
year ending June 30, 1884, and for other purposes, the pending ques- 
tion being on the amendment in line 110 to strike out ‘‘ January ’’ and 
insert ‘‘ July,’’ and at the end of the line to strike out ‘‘ eighty-four”’ 
and insert ‘* eighty-three;’’ so as to read: 

Postage shall be charged, on and after the Ist day of July, A. D. 1883, at the rate 
of 2 cents for each half ounce or fraction thereof. 

Mr. SHERMAN. Mr. President, I wish to say that I shall vote 
against the pending proposition, not so much that it may not be possi- 
ble to reduce the rate of postage to 2 cents, but because I am utterly 
opposed to this kind of legislation in an appropriation bill. 

It is true that under the Constitution the House of Representatives 
alone may prescribe its rules, and we can make no point of order against 
any proposition which may be attached to any bill sent to us by the 
House, because they have their own mode of conducting business, and 
they have the right to conduct it as they see proper; but the effect of 
this legislation is to compel Congress to consider an important proposi- 
tion, involving a loss of revenue of about $9,000,000, hurriedly with- 
out the power of amendment, without the power of making other pro- 
visions so as to relieve our people in another direction. 

We are excluded by our rules from amending this proposition. The 
Senator from New York [Mr. LAPHAM], who desired to give some 
little relief to persons who were engaged in distributing seeds in com- 
petition with the Agricultural Bureau, was not allowed by our rules, 
correctly enforced by the Chair, to offer an amendment that would re- 
duce the rate of postage on the carrying of seeds. I am not at liberty 
to propose amendments to this bill in relation to the postal service that 
have infinitely more value, in my judgment, than the reduction of post- 
age from 3 cents to 2 cents. 

In other words, the bill comes to us in such a form that the Senate 
has no power to amend it; it has no power to deal with it consistent 
with its rules, and we are compelled to vote without examination, 
without the repert of a committee, without any action whatever of the 
Committee on I sst-Offices and Post-Roads, on a proposition to throw ott 
$9,000,000 of the receipts of the Post-Office Department hurriedly in 
this way. 

Mr. President, I shall not do it. I have got tired of it, and from this 
time forward, unless there is some strong and special reason for such 
amendments to an appropriation bill, I shall vote againstthem. I think 
if the Senate would make up its mind that it would not allow such 
amendments to be put upon appropriation bills in violation of public 
policy, without giving us an opportunity to examine them, without 
having the report of our appropriate committee; and if they would make 
up their minds to resist the enactment of laws in this way, they would 
put a stop to this faulty practice. 

I am told (at least I see it in the newspapers; I have no right further 
than that to refer to it) that we will have all sorts of legislation on the 


| naval appropriation bill. At the last session of Congress nearly all the 
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difficulties we encountered in legislation were on account of incongru- 
ous amendments that were put upon the Army appropriation bill and 
the naval appropriation bill, and other appropriation bills. This can 
not be corrected until the Senate, on some question like this, will take 
its ground and say that we are not willing to consider any proposition 
of reform like the reduction of postage on an appropriation bill; and 
that we insist upon it that the proposition shall come before usin such a 
shape that the Senate may amend the proposition or improve it by sub- 
stituting some other reform; and that at least it shall come in such a 


mittee of the Senate charged with the consideration of thissubject. But 
as it comes to us and is only referred to the Committee on Appropria- 


priate money for the carrying into execution the existing law, we are 
compelled to consider this bill in the hurried morning hour without any 
examination by the appropriate committee and without having power 
to amend it. 

I say now that this is a case when the Senate as a body, without refer- 
ence to its opinions upon the proposition to reduce postage from 3 cents 
to 2 cents on letters, ought to take a stand upon that ground, and in- 
sist upon it that we shall have that opportunity to investigate, accord- 
ing to our mode and manner, these important propositions. 
ground I intend to vote. 

I should like very much to reduce the letter postage from 3 cents to 
® cents on the halfounce, if I thought that was right and fair and just, 
or that we were in a condition to doit. There is a strong feeling in 
favor of cheap postage. 
tory of the reduction of postage in England under the guidance of Row- 
land Hill. But the striking difference between our country and En- 
gland in regard to this subject is, in the first place, that 3 cents here is 
no more than 2 cents there. Besides, the rate of 2 cents or a penny in 
England only covers an extent of country that is scarcely equal to New 
England, scarcely equal to New York and Pennsylvania combined, and 
which might be put in the plains of Texas and be lost out of sight. 
The population there is dense. There are 32,000,000 people in the Isl- 
and of Great Britain, and the extent of the country, trom the Isle of 


New York to Chicago; I think it is just about the same; and when com- 


to Texas, it is infinitesimal. 

Therefore a rate of postage, say 2 cents, which may be just and proper 
in England or Great Britain does not apply to our country, because 
of the greater distances to be carried, the less value of money here than 
there, and because our population of 50,000,000 is spread over a vast 
area of country ten times, twenty times, greater than the whole Islands 
of Great Britain. 


involving so much as eight or nine million dollars a year, in this hurried 
way and to vote upon the impressions of the moment. We wouldall be 


to our people in various reforms by the reduction of taxes to the amount 
of eight to nine million dollars infinitely greaterthan this. Thisservice 
is cheaply performed now, more cheaply than in any other country when 
you consider the bounds of our great country and its vast extent. 
Why, then, make this hurried change? 

If we are able to reduce the rate of postage on letters it seems to me 
there are other classes of mail matter upon which the rates should be re- 
duced. The whole subject ought to be fairly considered. When we 
have an apportunity to reduce the postage to the extent of cight or nine 
million dollars we ought to do it on all classes of postal matter, so that 





not be a reduction on letter postage alone. 
_ [believe the Senate would do a wise thing if they will postpone this 
important change in our postal laws until the matter has been more fully 


such form that we shall be able to amend it so that we may revise the 
whole postal rates and do what isjust and right in regard to the postal 
revenues, 

Up until this time the Post-Office service has been a heavy burden 
upon the people. Upuntil this time the annual deficiency inthe Post- 
Office service has ranged from two million dollars to six or seven million 
dollars. If we have now a surplus revenue arising out of postage, it 
would only go a small way toward paying for the enormous deficiencies 
created which have been paid out of the public Treasury. 
a year or two. 

_ I do not believe that the Post-Office Department will be self-support- 
ing or anything like self-supporting with this reduction of postage, and 
we will have to make that deficiency good as heretofore from the pub- 
lie revenue. Why should not the postal service be self-sustaining? 
There is no reason why it should not be. ‘There is no reason why, with 


We can wait 





the United States, the carrying of the letters of the people should not 
be self-sustaining. There is no reason why money should be appropri- 


mail, either letters or papers or magazines. To the extent that we use 


glad to reduce postage from 3 cents to 2 cents, but we might give relief 


the exception of that which is performed for the benefit of the people of 
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the public mails to carry Government matter the Government ought to 
pay that and no more, but for years the Government has paid, according 
to the highest estimate, two or three times the amount which should 
have been paid upon Government postal matter. I think, therefore, 
we had better move slowly, wait a while and consider the subject, and 
then, if we can, let us reduce the postage on letters, on papers, on seeds, 
on packages, on all forms of postal matter. 

I should rather also in this connection consider one other subject ot 
infinitely greater importance than even this proposition, and that is 
whether the time has not arrived in this country when the Government 
should assume to convey intelligence by electricity, not the manage- 
ment of the present telegraph lines, but when we should transmit 
through our post-oflices and over post-roads communications by elec- 
tricity, by wires constructed by the Government itself. The Govern- 
ment of the United States might duplicate all the wires and all the means 
of transportation by electricity for about $20,000,000 or $25,000,000 
Yet there is now levied upon the people of the United States over 
$10,000,000 a year for telegraphic messages. 

If, therefore, we wish to do an actual good to our people, if we wish 
to confer upon them an enormous benetit, we should assume that which 
we have a right to assume as a part of the postal service of the country, 
the transmission of intelligence by electricity. . 


In that way by the ex- 


| penditure of probably $15,000,000 or $20,000,000 we would save to the 


I was myself very much attracted by the his- | 


{ 


Wight to the northern point of Scotland, is probably less than it istrom | 


people of the United States $10,000,000 a year and increase our revenue 
This has been done by other countries situated in that connection no 
better than ourselves. 

Why not postpone this proposed important diminution of the public 
revenue until we consider this question ina broader way and see whether 
when we are throwing off this large sum of money now coming in as 2 
fruitful source of revenue we can not by the application or use of a little 
money do a greater good by assuming the telegraph business of the 
country ? 

Ishall content myself with voting against this proposition; and T hope 
that the Senate will see proper to defeat it, for the present at least 

Mr. ANTHONY. Mr. President, while it is certainly anomalous that 
the Senate is not allowed to put legislation upon an appropriation bill 
by our rules, and that we receive appropriation bills loaded with legis 


| lative provisions from the House, I supposed that the rules permitted us 
pared to our continental dimensions across the continent, or from Maine 


to make amendments to legislation that came fromthe House. I think 


| that it was done on the naval appropriation bill at the last session 


What J object to is that we are compelled to consider this question, | 


But it seems tome, not by the tuult of the Appropriations Committees 
at all, but by what a Rhode Island judge called ‘‘the inevitable flux 
of concurrent circumstances,’ all the legislation of the Senate has passed 
under the supervision of the Committee en Appropriations. If one com 
mittee is to control all the business of the Senate, the Army, the Navy, 
the Patent Office, the Post-Office, the District of Columbia, the printing, 


the finances, the foreign relations—and all those subjects, and many more, 


| were legislated upon in a single appropriation bill at the last session 


the postage on all matter would bear some relation to each other and | 


considered by the people themselves, and has been fully considered by | 
the Post-Office Committee of this body, and until it ean come to us in | 


I think the only committees that escaped encroachment were the Com 
mittees on Revolutionary Claims and on Engrossed Bills; if one commit 
tee is to have all thts jurisdiction T would as lief it were the committee 
over which my friend from Iowa | Mr. ALLISON] presides with a svar 
iter in modo equaled only by his fortiter in reas any other. My friend 
knows the respect, the admiration, the affection in which I held him 
personally; and he also knows the awful reverence with which I regard 
him officially. I never approach him officially, as he well knows, but 
with the address, ‘‘ May it please your majesty,’’ thus recognizing his 
right tothe kingly oflice in the Senate over which he rules. [ have re 
ceived from him many favors for which | am humbly grateful; and 
when he refuses, which | am bound in candor tosay he does pretty often, 
he does it with a seeming reluctance and tender regret which win upon 
the suppliant more than aconcession would from less gracious lips. THe 
sits smiling at me now in the calm consciousness of impregnable power 
and undisputed authority. 

[Iam willing to submit to this mild despotism so long as it is exe 
cised by him; but I tremble for the time, long distant be the day, un 
less he be translated to a higher place at the other end of the Avenue, 
when it may pass into other hands, and then! fear that the Senate may 
feel in his successor not the velvet glove but the iron claw beneath it 

Mr. MILLER, of New York. Mr. President, I agree with nearly 
all that the honorable Senator trom Ohio | Mr. SHERMAN] has said in 
regard to the objectionableness of general legislation upon an appro 
priation bill. My slight knowledge of the rules of this body had led 
me to suppose that when general legislation had been put upon an ap 
propriation bill by a committee of this body such general legislation 
would of course be open to amendment in the Senate, but by the 
ruling of the Chair yesterday I find that that is not the case. 

The condition of affairsis simply this: that the Appropriations Com 
mittee of this body or of another body meeting in this Capitol may put 
any sort of general legislation upon an appropriation bill, and then the 
committee of this body which has been charged with this general legis- 
lation and the oversight of it finds its hands completely tied in this 
body: it can not make a single suggestion in regard to changing the 
veneral legislation in the bill, but a point of order is raised by a mem 


ated from the public Treasury to pay the expense of carrying any man’s | berof the Appropriations Committee, and the amendment falls and fail 


to receive any consid ration 
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Mr. PLUML. Will the Senator from New York allow me to inter- 
rupt him for a moment? 

Mr. MILLER, of New York. Certainly. 

Mr. PLUMB. I wish to say that the Committee on Appropriations 
of this body have not put a line of general legislation on this bill, and 
that there is no more doubt of any point of order lying against such a 
proposition coming from the committee than if it came from an indi- 
vidual Senator. 

Mr. MILLER, of New York. I learned that yesterday to my sorrow. 
I have no doubt about the rule whatever now. Yesterday I supposed 
that when an amendment to an appropriation bill was proposed it should 
be submitted to the whole Senate for its decision as to whether it would 
be received and considered or not; but I find that I was mistaken in 
that. I had been so informed by older members of this body, but now 
[ know that no general legislation can be submitted under any circum- 
stances to any appropriation bill in this body. We find our hands com- 
pletely and absolutely tied. 

Mr. PLUMB. I thought the Senator meant—lI am sure his language 
undoubtedly conveyed the idea—that there is a distinction between an 
amendment proposed by the Committee on Appropriations and an amend- 
ment proposed by an individual Senator. All 1 desire is to correct any 
such misapprehension as that. Any proposition made by the Commit- 
tee on Appropriations is, I understand, as much subject to the point of 
order as one made by an individual Senator. Therefore the rule does 
not bear more hardly upon the Senator from New York than it does 
upon the Committee on Appropriations. 

Mr. MILLER, of New York. Quite likely that is true. It cer- 
tainly ought to be as the Senator says it is; but I find that the Com- 
mittee on Appropriations in this body have suggested and have made 
an amendment to a clause of general legislation which was found in 
the bill when it came to this body, and if I understand aright the Sen- 
ator who has this bill in charge a single objection from any Senator 
here will prevent the consideration of that amendment which the com- 
mittee has seen fit to make to the bill. Am I right in that supposi- 
tion? 

Mr. PLUMB. If the amendment which the Committee on Appro- 
priations inserted, or which they tender for insertion in that general 
legislation as it came from the House, is itself general legislation, then 
I have no doubt the point of order would lie against it. Whether it is 
general legislation or not is a question hereatter to be discussed, pro- 
vided always that the objection is interposed at the proper time. 
Whether it can be interposed after a discussion of a day or two is a 
question to be submitted to the Chair. 

Mr. MILLER, of New York. Astherulesaysdistinctly that no such 
amendment can be accepted, certainly the fault of receiving it must lie 
not with any particular individual member of this body, but it mustlie 
with the Chair, who has the duty of maintaining order and seeing that 
things are properly conducted in a parliamentary way. 

Mr. PLUMB. But a mere change of date, if the Senator will permit 
me, may not be, under the construction of the Chair, general legislation. 

Mr. MILLER, of New York. It may not be, and ifwe submit to the 
decision of the Chair it may be so; but it seems to mea change of date 
from the Ist of January to the 1st of July, which, according to the esti- 
mates which have already been made, will make a difference in the reve- 
nues of this Government of over $4,000,000, is pretty general legislation. 
At all events it is decidedly important. 

As I was saying, I had supposed that when general legislation was put 
into anappropriation bill that general legislation could be amended, 
that suggestions of amendment could be received from any member of 
the Senate. In view of that, on the 16th of January I submitted an 
amendment and had it printed, which I proposed to offer to this bill. 
After line 112 1 proposed to add: 

From and after July 1, 1883, the postage on seeds shall be one-half cent per 
eunec, 


I find under this ruling, of course, that the amendment can not be re- | 


ceived. I had also prepared another amendment, which I thought was 
important, and which had been in a general way considered in the Post- 
Office Committee of this body. That amendment was, after the word 
‘*thereof,’’ in line 112, to insert: 

And drop-letters shall be mailed at the rate of 1 cent per half ounce or fraction 
thereof, including delivery at carrier offices, 

Any one who will give this matter the slightest attention willsee that 
if we are to reduce the rate of postage from 3 cents to 2 cents upon let- 
ters which are to be transported through the mails, it will certainly be 
reasonable and appropriate to reduce the rate of postage upon drop-let- 
ters at the offices where there are carriers. Under the present law 2 
drop-letter pays 1 cent at every office in the country except where there 
are carriers, and where there are carriers the rate of postage is 2 cents. 
Under this 2-cent clause as it now stands in the bill it would be wise 
for the Government to change the law in regard to drop-letters. In 
several of our large cities private express companies, or private post- 
office companies, as you may call them, have been organized and they 
are now taking drop-letters and delivering them in those large cities for 1 
cent, the Government thereby losing the postage and losing the business 
which it can do without a single further expenditure of a dollar. It 
would have been most wise, then, if this bill was to be so amended as 


_ a 


| to reduce postage, that postage should have been reduced upon the drop- 
| letters, but I find it can not be done under the ruling of the Chair, and 
I must say that it seems to me to be a fair ruling. 

All I have to say in regard to that ruling is that it seems to be most 
unwise that one of the great legislative bodies of this country should 
consent to live and to act under a set of rules which are so diametric- 
ally opposed to those of another great legislative body that it finds 
its hands tied while the hands of the other body are left free to do 
whatever they see fit to do with appropriation bills; but when those 
bills come to this body, then, no matter what may have been done in 
another place, we are absolutely helpless to do anything. 

Mr. President, I believe with the Senator from Ohio that it would 
have been wiser and better to have left this matter to be considered by 
the Post-Office Committees of the two Houses, and to have had a gen- 
eral bill which should have regulated, changed, or reduced the postage 
upon nearly all of our mail matter. The Post-Office Committee of this 
body, I may say as a member of it, has given more or less attention 
to this subject, and while it has taken no official action, I have no 
doubt from the opinions there expressed that that committee would 
have presented a bill here to reduce the rate of postage to 2 cents, 
and it would have undoubtedly arranged this matter of drop-letters, 
and it would have undoubtedly arranged the matter of postage upon 
seeds which go in the mails to the farmers of this country. 

The rate which the Government is now charging for the transporta- 
tion of seeds is more than double, it is treble that which has been charged 
by the express companies. The result has been that the short carriage 
of seeds has been largely done by express companies, but when a seeds- 
man desires to deliver his seeds in Oregon or Washington Territory or 
in some distant quarter of the country, he then has recourse to the mails, 
and the United States Government has been doing a losing business in 
the transportation of seeds, and the express companies have been doing 
the only portion of that business which is at all profitable. 

There has been an agitation foran increase of the rates upon fourth- 
class matter. Iam frank to say that I should have been opposed to 
any such proposition, and Iam opposed to it. I am opposed to in- 
creasing the rates of postage upon fourth-class matter. The fourth- 
class matter comes largely to the homes of the farmers and the scat- 
tered population of this country. It is used chiefly by people living 
off the lines of railway, living away from express offices, and it is the 
only means which they have of procuring small supplies and smal! 
articles which they wish to purchase in large cities. The rate on fourth- 
class matter in my judgment is fully largeenough. If there should be 
any change in it, the only change that would be at all for the benetit 
of the Government would be a change in regard to the size of the pack- 
ages which shall be allowed to be carried in the mails. 

I say I have no doubt that the Committee on Post-Offices and Post- 
loads of this body would have favored 2 cents as the rate of postage on 
letters. As I find that our hands are completely and absolutely tied in 
this matter, and as now the time has come when we can well afford to 
reduce the rate of postage, I am inclined to favor the amendment, even 
notwithstanding all the difficulties of doing anything further which 
are thrown in our way. 
| I had hoped that the two amendments which I prepared might have 
been accepted and acted upon without any objection being interposed 
in regard to the rules; and as the Appropriations Committee have the 
power of waiving the point of order, as 1 wnderstand it, I will appeal to 
the Senator having this bill in charge to waive the parliamentary ob- 
jection against these two amendments in regard to the drop-letters and 
in regard to the transmission of seeds in the mails, throwing myself 
entirely upon the mercy of the committee, knowing that we have no 
right and no power except such as they may grant. 

Mr. PLUMB. I do not like to have the Senator from New York put 
| anything so strongly as that. 
| Mr. MILLER, of New York. I know no other way to put it. | 
know no other way to get it done except by an appeal to the Appro- 
priations Committee to allow these two amendments to be considered 
upon their merits. That is all I ask. 

Mr. PLUMB. Of course any Senator may renew the objection if | 
waive it. 

Mr. MILLER, of New York. I would make the same appeal to that 
Senator that I do to the Committee on Appropriations; and if any Sen- 
ator sees fit to object of course the responsibility must rest with the 
Senator making the objection. 

Mr. PLUMB. I want to call the attention of the Senator from New 
York to one fact. This provision came here from the House. It was 
considered in the House and passed almost unanimously, if I may be 
permitted to refer to proceedings there. It had been the subject ot 
consideration by the proper committee of that House, the Committee 
on Post-Offices and Post-Roads, and had received their concurrence, as 
I understand. It came here with the sanction, therefore, of all these 
different sources of power and consideration, and the Committee on 
Appropriations felt constrained to keep the provision in for that reason. 
When we came to consider it there were many suggestions made in the 
discussion in reference to this matter as to other directions in which 
the postal revenues might be diminished, nominally at all events, and 
the revenue of the Department not decreased. The question of drop- 
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letters was considered, and members of the Committee on Post-Offices 
and Post-Roads presented very strong reasons, somewhat in the nature 
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of those presented by the Senator from New York, why the postage on | 


drop-letters should be diminished to 1 cent at the carrier offices. 

But the trouble in the first place was, if we should have amended 
this in any way we should have been confronted with a knowledge of 
the fact that any member of the Senate could have raised the point of 
order. We therefore did not give the matter consideration. 

I will only say, in view of the fact that these things have not been 
considered thoroughly by any committee of this body, that they might 
lead to interminable discussion, that the moment we reduce the post- 
age on seeds the question of the free delivery extension, which was 
likewise proposed I think by the Senator from Connecticut [Mr. PLarr], 
will come up. There are many who believe that the postage on news- 
papers ought to be diminished or taken off entirely ; and betore we should 
have got through we should undoubtedly have embraced in our discus- 
sion on the various propositions of amendment here the entire range of 
service covered by the Department. I feel on the whole, in view of all 
these things, as though I ought, as having charge of the bill and as re- 
sponsible to some extent for its consideration, to interpose this objection. 

In answer partly to what the Senator from New York has said about 
the drop-letters, and for the purpose of showing that the matter has 


been considered by the Department and that they have not yet been | 


able to arrive at a conclusion which would seem to justify the action 
which he proposes, let me refer to page 29 of the report of the Post- 
master-General. There this matter is referred to, and it is stated that— 

Large private express companies, through which local correspondence was 
principally carried on in New York and Philadelphia, when this service was 
established, and for several years afterward, have been discontinued by reason 
ofthe greater and cheaper facilities afforded by this mode of delivery. 

It is further stated that the American messenger service has grown 
up, which does take up letters at times when the postal service does 
not take them, and deliver them for 1 cent; and he suggests that in one 
city the question of the reduction of postage on drop-letters might be 
experimented with or tried in order to ascertain whether it would work 
with or without profit to the Department. 
show that the moment we have entered upon the discussion of that 
question we have entered upon a very wide one, that might detain us 
tor weeks in debate. 

Mr.PLATT. Will the Senator allow me to interrupt him right there ? 

Mr. PLUMB. Certainly. 

Mr. PLATT. Has the Postmaster-General arrived at the conclusion 
that letter postage ought to be reduced from 3 cents to2 cents? Has 
he recommended it? I do not so read his report. 

Mr. PLUMB. The question as to the reduction of postage is a legis- 
lative question, not an administrative question. It is not a question 
for us to consider whether the Postmaster-General has recommended it 
or not. 

Mr. MILLER, of New York. Perhaps the same rule would apply to 
drop-letters at carrier offices and the transmission of seeds. 
Mr. PLUMB. Thatisa question more largely of detail. 
it ought not to be done; I only say that it enters upon a question which 
has not heretofore been considered, either in the Department or else- 


where, and consequently it would undoubtedly consume a good deal of 


time and the final bent of these things would be entirely unknown. We 
2-cent postage. We know it can not reduce the letter postage more 
than one-third. That we can figure on. 

Mr. MILLER, of New York. It seems to me that the proposed re- 
duction from 3 cents to 2 cents carries necessarily with it, without argu- 
ment or without consideration, the necessity of reducing the rate on 
drop-letters at offices where there are carriers. It seems to me thet it 
is almost self-evident also that the rate of a drop-letter at a carrier office 


Ido notsay | 





I only speak of that to | 


| mittee on Rules, a gentleman who has served in 


The benefit arising from a reduction of the postage from 3 cents to 2 
cents of course is to co largely to the commercial classes, to the manu 
facturing classes, to the business classes; and as a representative largely 
of all those interests in my State I am decidedly m favor of it; but | 
had hoped that when a reduction of postage should come it might bea 
change which should go through the entire list and which should sim 
plity our rate We have so many different rates now that I 
myself, as a member of the Post-Oflice Committee, when I want to mail 
packages of various kinds Iam compelled to send them to the Post- 
master of this body in order to determine what the proper and legal 
rate is. We have too many rates in our law, and it should be simpli- 
fied. There should under no circumstances be more than three rates, 
and I doubt if it would not be much better if we were to reduce our 
rates to simply two rates, or if we should have only two classes, I will 
say, instead of two rates, varying of course and depending upon the 
weight of the packages. 

If the Appropriations Committe will waive their objection in regard 
to these two amendments, I believe that there is not one Senator in this 
body who will interpose an objection. 

At all events, I should like to lay the matter before the Senate and 
to see whether those amendments can not be considered and disposed 
of in a few moments; and I[ now ask whether the Senator from Kansas 
insists upon his objection to the passage of the amendments which 1] 
have offered. 

Mr. PLUMB. _ I do not hear the Senator distinctly 

Mr. MILLER, of New York. I ask that the Senator will consent 
that these two amendments may come in upon their merits and let us 
see whether any other Senator in the Senate will object to their fair 
consideration, and if they lead toa discussion of more than a tew minutes 
then I shall make no objection to the Senator interposing the parlia 
mentary objection 

Mr. PLUMB. Iam acting under instructions and under a sense of 
obligation, having charge of the bill, and [ must object to any amend 
ments of that kind. 

Mr. MILLER, of New York. TI suppose, then, this bod¥ must sub 
mit, and that although there is general legislation put into this bill the 
Senate of the United States has no possible redress, it has no way by 
which it can secure any consideration of any other 

I have a suggestion to make, however, 
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another body, and who 
knows something about the rules which prevail there, Task him that 
his committee shall take this matter into consideration and sce whether 
it be not wise to take the shackles off the hands of this body and leave 
it where it may do something in this matter so long the rules of 
another body shall permit that body to put general legislation on ap 

propriation | 


to the chairman of the 


is 


bills. 

Mr. WILLIAMS. I wish to ask the Senator from Kansas a question 
If we make the proposed reduction of postage would the Post-Oflice De- 
partment still be self-sustaining? Ifso; lam for voting for every 


facility 


| to the people, but I would hesitate togive a vote that might create a large 


| 


never should have been more than 1 cent, for certainly if we can carry | 


letters from Portland, Maine, to Portland, Oregon, for 3 cents, we can 
take letters in the city of New York, Chicago, or any other city, where 
there are carriers, and deliver them for 1 cent. We make no extra 
charge upon the 3-cent letter at a post-office where there are carriers; it 
is precisely the same rate at a carrier office that it is at an office where 
there are no carriers. Why there should have been any difference in 
the rate on drop-letters it is impossible, I think, for any one to give a 
proper reason. Therefore it seems to me that that question need not 
necessarily lead to any long discussion; and it is a proposition which 
follows necessarily from any measure to reduce the postage in that diree- 
tion. 

In regard to the transmission of seeds, as it has been explained by 
my colleague and others, that is a matter which comes home to that 
class of our people who are not to be so directly benefited by a reduc- 
tion of letter-postage from 3 cents to 2 cents. Our people who live 

attercd over the country and who receive their mails only weekly or 
semi-weekly or tri-weekly by stages send comparatively few letters, and 
the reduction from 3 cents to 2 cents in their case will amount to almost 
nothing; it is the smallest part of their business; but they do receive by 
mail seeds or they receive packages of merchandise which they can get 
in no other way, from the fact that the only communication which they 
have with the outside world is through the mail, 
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deficiency and require to that extent additional taxation on the people 
to make it up. 

Mr. PLUMB. IT answered all that at length in the remarks I had 
the honor to submit at the time the question was first brought up 


| There will be a nominal deficiency of a million and three-quarters dol 
know now the utmost effect that can grow out of the adoption of a | 


lars. The committee believe that is argumentative merely; thata large 
portion of the deticiency, if not all of it, will be wiped out by an in 
crease of business. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. Mr. President, the difficulty arising from a dif 
ference between the rules of the House of Repres ntatives and of the 
Senate is one that must always exist as long as there are two Houses 


Even if we have a joint rule that neither House shall put legislation on 


an appropriation bill and the House of Representatives chooses to vio 
late that rule and sends a bill over here that does contain legislation, 
we can not rule it out on a point of order; all we can do is to reject it 


The rules of the Senate are intended, and wisely intended, to mak« 
appropriation bills what their name implies, and that is, the appropri 
ation of money to carry out duties required by existing law, and nothing 
else. If we had the courage to stick to it the Committee on Appropri 
ations would not be receiving the compliments it has received this morn 
ing trom the Senator from Rhode Island [Mr. ANrHoNy |, for there 
would be no occasion for such compliments. Its duties would be sim- 
ple and clear, to scan estimates, to examine existing laws and make 
the proper provision, and stop there. 

Now, what is our redress? We have exactly the same power now 
over this question that we would have if there were au joint rule against 
it, which is the utmost that you can have unless you open all appro 
priation bills to every kind of legislation; and that is simply to strike 
out of this appropriation bill and every other everything that can 
justly be characterized as a substantial change of the law and send it 
back to the House of Representatives stricken out. Then if the House 
of Representatives insist upon it, let the Senate insist upon disagreeing 
to that change in the law, and the House of Representatives, as always 
it must, will recede, because neither House can stand upon the propo 
sition that it will not appropriate money to carry on the Government 
unless the other House will consent to some change of law that it do« 
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not believe in, and that the House proposing the change of law does. 
That has been tried over and over again. So it is a perfectly simple 
thing. 

Applied to this case, all that it is necessary to do is to strike out the 
whole of this legislation concerning a reduction of postage and leave the 
bill simply a Post-Office appropriation bill; and that ends it. Then 
when we get up @ bill which regulates postage my friend from New 
York will be perfectly able to bring to the attention of the Senate what 
he has brought to our notice this morning; and as far as I can under- 
stand him I think I should vote with him for both his propositions. 

I wish to add one word on the subject of what was said by the Sena- 
tor from Connecticut [Mr. PLATT] yesterday and by the Senator from 
Ohio [ Mr. SHERMAN ] to-day concerning a still more important amend- 
ment to the post-oflice laws, and which might just as well as the reduc- 
tion of postage go on to this bill, and that is to provide for the transmis- 
sian of intelligence (and that is all there is of the Post-Office Department) 
by the wire as well as by the steamboat, the railroad, and the post-horse. 
What the United States in regard to its postal affairs and the welfare 
of its people needs to do more than anything else is the construction of 
a postal telegraph, beginning moderately between great points in the 
country and all intermediate points, and then extending it, just as we 
have the mail system as the needs of the community and fair economy 
would require, until every post-office in the country should have, or be 
within immediate reach of, a postal telegraph. That is what ought to 
be done and what will be done within a very few years beyond all 
question. 

But I beg the stock operators in New York not to suppose that I for 
one am in favor of the United States buying out any telegraph com- 
pany anywhere. I am in favor of the United States building its own 
postal telegraph and managing it in its own way, and leaving the gen- 
tlemen who are engaged in private pursuits to pursue their operations 
in their own way as private pursuits. We introduced into the postal 
system not long ago a provision for carrying merchandise, but we did 
not think it necessary to buy out the operations of Adams Express Com- 
pany, orthe Southern Express Company, orthe Union Express Company, 
and the United States Express Company, and so on, although what we 
did very seriously diminished their profits and impaired their business. 
Everything that the United States does operates in that way upon the 
interests of its private citizens,—everything except the appropriation of 
money directly. We can not build aship, we can not build a post-office, 
we can not do anything in the way of furthering the material interests 
of this country that does not by just so much interfere with the opera- 
tions of people engaged in that kind of transaction; there is no doubt 
about that. 

Therefore, I do not wish anybody to take up the idea that when (as 
I hope [ shall be able to do if somebody else does not) at the first ses- 
sion of the next Congress I propose the initiation of a postal telegraph 
tor the United States, that involves in any way dealing with any exist- 
ing or to exist telegraph company; but involves the simple proposition 
of authorizing the Postmaster-General to buy the poles and the wires 
and the machines and set wp his lines, first, along the great post-routes 
of the country, north, and south, and east and west, and then as time 
woes on and economy will warrant it, the extension of them to every 
hamlet in the country. 

Electricity is just as much a part of the forces of nature and of this 
world for the transmission of intelligence as a locomotive is, or as the 
old post-horse was; and it is too late at this day to say that because the 
world has advanced in the means of disseminating intelligence the tele- 
graph, under the Constitution of the United States, is not an appro- 
priate means of the postal system just as much as it is to transmit let- 
ters. That is all I wish to say about that. 

In order to get before the Senate what I wish done, and in order to 
test the sense of the Senate on the subject of amendments to appro- 
priation bills, I move tostrike out the whole of this legislative clause in 
the bill. I do not know whether it is strictly in order at this time, but 
if it be not I ask—— 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. As soon as the Senate passes upon 
the pending amendment striking out ‘‘the Ist of January, 1884,” and 
inserting “‘ the Ist of July, 1883,’’ then it will be in order to move to 
strike out the whole clause, 

Mr. EDMUNDS. I ask unanimous consent to make the motion now, 
in order to test the sense of the Senate whether it will go on with the 
consideration of this legislative question on this bill, because under the 
rules as they now are it would seem that my friend from New York is 
incapable legally of proposing amendments which appear to be proper 
and right and fair and are certainly entitled to be considered in connec- 
tion with the reduction of part of the postage of the country. If the 
Senate is determined to consider this legislative question on this bill, 
then I for one shall try to find some way if I can consistently, to vote 
with the Senator from New York to get the question of considering it 
altogether and everything that belongs to it at the same time, because 
it would be very unjust, very incongruous, and very wrong as a fact 
not to do so. 

But the first and principal question is to know whether the Senate is 
willing to put real and substantial general legislation, as this is, and 
important legislation, upon an appropriation bill. The fact that the 





House has sent it here is no excuse for us at all, because it is just as 
much in our power as an amendment offered here, only as to an amend- 
ment offered here we have agreed beforehand that it shall not come in. 
We can not agree beforehand as to a House amendment except by mak- 
ing a rule that the committee shall report to strike out all matters of 
legislation, and then we should have to send the bill back to the House 
disagreeing to such provisions. We can test the question fairly by vot- 
ing on a motion to strike out these words and determine whether the 
Senate is willing to legislate on this appropriation bill or not. If it is 
not willing, then we shall have a clean appropriation bill. If it is will- 
ing then we must find some means of being able to legislate fairly and 
completely. 

Mr. INGALLS. Section 3 of the bill is general legislation also. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. I do not know whether it is or not; I will try the 
question first on this. I ask unanimous consent, therefore, without 
waiting to go into the question of amending this clause, to move to strike 
out on page 5 line 101, all after the word ‘‘ dollars,’’ down to and in- 
cluding the word ‘* repealed ’’ in line 1140n page 6. Thatis the reduc- 
tion of postage; the proposition from the House. 

Mr. PLUMB. Betore that vote is taken I desire to know whether the 
amendment in lines 110 and 111 proposed by the committee has been 
adopted or not. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. It has not. 

Mr. PLUMB. I then suggest to the Senator from Vermont that we 
test the sense of the Senate on the amendment of the committee, and 
then let the question be taken on his amendment to strike out. By so 
doing, if finally the House will not agree to recede from its amendment 
we shall have adopted, if the Senate should vote that way, our own idea 
in regard to the time the provision is to take effect. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. I will state my objection to the Senator’s sugges- 
tion. Making this change from January to July brings it forward six 
months. It isan important change. It isa good one, I agree, if it is 
to go at all; but it isnot an amendment of form but of substance to this 
legislative provision. If it isin order to make that amendment of sub- 
stance to this legislative provision reported by the committee, why is it 
not in order to make another amendment of substance proposed by the 
Senator from New York? I wish to avoid any question as to that, at 
this moment, because I have not looked up the precedents as to whether 
that isin order or not. Therefore, I should be glad to take the sense 
of the Senate first as to whether it will legislate at all on this bill in 
reference to the question of the amount of postage. Ifmy motion should 
be rejected, then of course this question of extension would be in order. 
If my motion to strike out should be agreed to, then it is entirely un- 
necessary to consider when the clause shall go into effect. 

Mr. PLUMB. But similarly, if the Senator’s amendment should be 
agreed to and the House should non-concur we should simply be then 
in the condition of taking what the House sent to us or nothing. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. No, then it is in conference, and when it is sent 
back here it will be entirely open to amendment. 

Mr. PLUMB. But I understand it might not get into conference. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. Then it would come back here. They can not 

it very well without sending it back. 

Mr. PLUMB. I think under the rule I am entitled to have a vote 
on the amendment of the committee. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. The Senator is; and therefore I make the point of 
order that the committee’s amendmentis not in order; thatit is amend- 
ing a general appropriation bill by a legislative provision in point of 
substance and fact. 

Mr. PLUMB. Upon that I desire to say that I think the point of 
order comes too late, after a debate of twenty-four hours. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. I do not think the question of time affects it. The 
matter is betore us. 

Mr. PLUMB. Atthetime the amendment was brought before the 
Senate the point of order was waived, and I think that the right to raise 
the point of order at this time is gone. In the next place, I desire to 
say, with some deference of course, as I do not claim to be an authority 
on the question of order—— 

Mr. LAPHAM. I thought the point of order was not debatable. 


The PRESIDENT pro tempore. It is not. 
Mr. PLUMB. Ido not know where the Senator got his authority 


for that. 

Mr. LAPHAM. It was stated yesterday on the point of order made 
on my amendment that I could not discuss it. 

Mr. MILLER, of New York. A point of order is not debatable under 
the twenty-ninth rule. 

Mr. FRYE. I desire to make a parliamentary inquiry. When an 
appropriation bill is reported to the Senate I ask whether the practice 
prevails, and if it does whether it is right, for any Senator to reserve all 
points of order and thus protect the Senate in its rights? 

Mr. EDMUNDS. We have no such practice here. Points of order 
come up when they are presented to the Senate, one by one. 

Mr. HOAR. There is no necessity for that practice here. 

Mr. FRYE. I do not see how you could waive any, point of order in 
the Senate. 

Mr. HOAR. That practice comes in the House. When a bill 


beyond its report, through one stage there, of course all points of order 
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would be waived unless they were taken before that formal advancement 
took place; bnt in the Senate points of order are open at any time during 
the consideration of a bill, without anybody having in advance to save 
his right to make them. 

Mr. FRYE. I confess I have been impressed since I have been in the 
Senate that courtesy is the rule in this body. 

Mr. PLUMB. I only desire to say in regard to this matter that it 
does not seem to me that the amendment of the committee is general 
legislation. General legislation was put on the bill in the House. The 
amendment is to reduce the revenue of the Government more ostensibly 
than the provision of the House, but that does not make it legislation 
in the sense in which that term is ordinarily used. 

Mr. HOAR. Mr. President—— 

Mr. EDMUNDS. I have made a point of order. 

Mr. HOAR. Lunderstood that a point of order was made. 
is dis 1 of I desire to say something. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The Chair ruled last session when 
this subject was up that any general legislation proposed to be put upon 
an appropriation bill in the Senate was subject to the point of order; but 
the Chair is of opinion that this question of time, changing the time, 
is hardly subject to the point of order that it is general legislation. 
Mr. EDMUNDS. With great respect, I appeal from the decision of 
the Chair, and I ask for the yeas and nays on the appeal, in order that 
we may get a vote which will enable us to see how such a division will 
compare with that upon the amendment proposed by my friend from 
New York. 

Mr. HOAR. Task the Chair to state his decision. 
I think, that the point came too late. I did not understand it exactly. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The House has sent to the Senate 
a provision that the reduction of postage shall take place on the Ist day 
of January, 1884. The Committee on Appropriations propose to change 
it to the 1st day of July, 1883. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. I understood the Chair to rule that the amend- 
ment making the change is in order. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The Chair holds that simply putting 
the time when it shall go into operation upon the bill as it came from 
the House is hardly general legislation in the sense of the rule. 

Mr. CONGER. Let the rule be read under which that is done. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. An appeal is taken from the decision 
of the Chair, and the yeas and nays are asked for. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. 
them will take too much time. 
we only want to make a step. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The question is, Shall the decision of 
the Chair stand as the judgment of the Senate ? 

Mr. CONGER. TI asked that the rule might be read. 
The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The rule will be read. 
The Acting Secretary read Rule 29, as follows: 


After that 


The Chair said, 


I do not care which way it is decided; 


29. Noamendment which proposes general legislation shall be received to any 
general appropriation bill; nor shall any amendment not germane or relevant 
to the subject-matter contained in the bill be received; norshall any amendment 
to any item or clause of such bill be received which does not directly relate 
thereto; and ail questions of relevancy of amendments under this rule, when 
raised, shall be submitted to the Senate and be decided without debate ; and any 
amendment to a general appropriation bill may be laid on the table without 
prejudice to the bill. 

Mr. INGALLS. I am very obtuse this morning, I presume, but I 
understood the Senator from Vermont to raise the point of order that 
the amendment of the committee could not be received under the rules 
on the ground that it was general legislation. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. That is the point. 

Mr. INGALLS. Do I understand the Chair to sustain the point of 
order made by the Senator from Vermont, or to reject it? 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. 
mittee on Appropriations of the Senate have clearly the right to pro- 
pose an amendment fixing the time in which the provision relating toa 
reduction of postage in the bill shall go into operation. 

Mr. INGALLS. The Chair holds that it is not general legislation. 

_ The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The Chair holds that the question of 
time is not general legislation. The question is, Shall the decision of the 
Chair stand as the judgment of the Senate? [Putting the question. ] 
The “ayes”? appear to have it. The ‘‘ayes” have it. The question 
then is, Will the Senate agree to the amendment of the committee strik- 
ing out “Ist of January, 1884,” and inserting ‘1st of July, 1883?” 

The amendment was agreed to. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The question recurs on the amend- 
ment of the Senator from Vermont [Mr. EpMuNDs], to strike out from 


to a reduction of postage, which has just been amended by the Senate. 

Mr. HOAR. I wish tosay one word in consequence of what was said 
by the Senator from New York and the Senator from Vermont. 
very strongly tempted to enter into the discussion of the operation of the 
rules of this and the other House, to which I have given a great deal of 
study at some time, on general and appropriation bills; but I do not 
think I havearight to do it upon this bill, although the subject has been 
alluded to. But I wish to say, emphatically, that in my judgment one 
of the greatest manifestations of the patience of the American people is 
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that they tolerate the system of rules which prevails in the two Houses 
vecially in the other House, and also to a large extent 


here. 

Here are great grievances which demand redress, claims upon the Gov- 
ernment which demand justice, healthy measures of legislation which 
demand attention—the use of these great national forces in the interest 
of the business of the country, in the interest of the education of the 
people, which we meet and formulate into measures. We meet these 
demands by the formulation of measures which would go through Con- 
gress, if they could once be presented to its consideration, by large ma- 
jorities, and which have the support and interest of the people every- 
where who are interested at all in public questions; and they come here 
session atter session and Congress after Congress and are slain by the 
| parliamentary contrivances by which they are prevented from beingsub- 
mitted to a vote of either of these two bodies. There is nothing like it 
in other parliamentary bodies. There is nothing like it in the House of 
Commons. They have a responsible administration, responsible for the 
| carrying on of the government, which determines the order of business, 
| and there is nothing worth consideration which does not have its day, 

if the members of the cabinet in charge of the deminant party see fit, 
and they deal justly, cousiderately, with measures other than their own 

But in the Senate—I mean no disrespect to any individual or any 
committee; I know the great responsibility which the two great Com- 
mittees of Finance and Appropriations have in carrying on the Gov- 
ernment; but in the management of the business here their hand is 
against every man. The reason of the vicious practice which the Sen 
ator from Vermont has so vigorously and so justly condemned of send 
ing up general legislation on appropriation bills is that the Appropria 
| tions Committee can not, to do their duty to the great subjects in their 
| own charge, permit general legislation to get even considered unless 
| such as they are willing to take under their own protection and have 
| considered under their own bill. 

What is the condition of the Senate at this moment? Here is a 
measure which has been thoroughly discussed, which has been adopted 
by a decisive vote, ready for the final decision of the Senate, and half 
| the day is taken up by an appropriation bill and the other half by the 

tariff. So it has been for a week, and so it may be for weeks to come 
| Here is the measure of my friend from New Hampshire [Mr. BLArR] 
a measure which in some form, without expressing an opinion as to its 
details now, is vital, is essential, to the very possibility of Republican 
government being permanent on this continent. Itis a measure of aid 
to the great institutions of education in the country, and that great 
leading measure, which the intelligence and education of the country, 
which its colleges, which its school teachers, which its thoughtful patri- 
otic men are demanding, is having its throat cut by this little petty 
Post-Office appropriation bill and the little petty details which we are 
discussing half the day, the other half the day being spent upon the duty 
on bottles. 

Mr. ALLISON. Mr. President, I certainly do not wish to prolong 
debate upon this bill or upon any other bill. I have been sitting here 
| for some days refraining from expressions of opinion upon public topics 
| relating to the tariff and other questions before the Senate. It is not 

the fault of the Appropriations Committee even that the business is 
| managed as it is managed in the Senate to-day. 
| Mr. HOAR. I did not say it was. 
Mr. ALLISON. There aretwo or three things, however, that I think 
| every member of this Senate ought to understand. The first is that 
| on the 4th day of March this Congress dies. The next is that unless 

the appropriation bills are passed before that time an extra session ot 
| Congress is inevitable to carry on the ordinary operations of the Gov 

ernment. We have but thirty-five secular days intervening between this 
| momentand the adjournment of this Congress. Weall say and we all af 
fect to believe that inaddition to the passage of the appropriation bills it 
is necessary to relieve the people to some extent from the great burdens 
that rest upon them in the way of taxation and relieve the overilowing 
| Treasury from the $150,000,000 of surplus in it. 


| 














| 


I have been willing 
that every appropriation bill should be cast to the wind until the tariff 
bill is disposed of either one way or the other in the Senate, and until 
the methods which we agree to here for the reduction of taxation shall 
be disposed of; but the Senator from Vermont [ Mr. Morriit | in charge 
of the financial bill has in his discretion allowed two hours of every day 
to pass away without taking up that bill; and in the exercise of the dis- 
cretion and judgment and responsibility which the Appropriations Com- 
mittee have, we were compelled either to set aside the tariff bill or bring 
up the appropriation billsduring the morning hour. We have not been 
responsible tor the prolonged debate upon these little items in the ap- 
propriation bill from day to day, which has now consumed four days of 
the session 

Mr. HOAR. The tariff bill, the Senator means? 

Mr. ALLISON. Imeanthis appropriation bill, because we have been 
four days considering thisappropriation bill in the morning hour. J am 
glad that the Senator from Massachusetts has raised the question with 
regard to the condition of the business of the session and with regard to 
the condition of the two committees, the Committee on Appropriations 
and the Committee on Finance. It is true these two committees have 
' this responsibility at this short session of Congress 
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Mr. HOAR. The Senator understands, I suppose, that what I said | 
was acriticism upon the rules. Iknow you are forced into this position, 
and I said it was your duty, as you conceived it to be, with the subjects 
you have in charge. It is the patience of the American people with 
this abominable system of rules that I am wondering at. 

Mr. ALLISON. So I understood the Senator. 

Mr. MORRILL. I wish to say that I have exercised no discretion 
whatever, but followed the judgment of the Senate. When this prop- 
osition was before the Senate the Senator in charge of the Post-Office ap- 
propriation bill insisted upon having the morning hour, and obtained 
the consent of the Senate to that effect. 

Mr. ALLISON. It is, I think, valuable to the Senate that when we 
begin a matter that must be concluded we shall go on with it to the 
exclusion of all other business. Therefore I said yesterday, and occu- 
pied only a moment in saying it, that I trusted the Senator from Ver- 
mont this morning would ask that his tariff bill be considered imme- 
diately after the morning business was concluded. I hope now that we 
shall proceed with this appropriation bill until it is concluded to-day; 
and that on Monday morning the Senator from Vermont will come in 
here ond insist that the tariff bill shall be proceeded with to the exclu- 
sion of every other thing until it is completed. Then we shall make 
substantial progress in the necessary legislation that we must pass be- 
fore the end of this session. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. May I suggest to my friend—— 

Mr. ALLISON. Yes, sir. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. That if the Senate will stick to the principles of 
its own rules and strike out this legislation, or if it had done so two 
days ago, the appropriation bill could have been passed in half an hour, 

Mr. ALLISON. Ithank the Senator for that suggestion also. That 
brings me (and I come right to the question now) to the matter of legis- 
lation on appropriation bills. ‘The Committee on Appropriations trom 
time to time has been subjected to severe criticism with reference to 
such legislation. It has been my fortune for nearly two years now to 
be chairman of that committee. During that whole period the Com- 
mittee on Appropriations has not originated a single measure of legis- 
lation and proposed it to the Senate on any appropriation bill. We 
have with absolute fidelity adhered to the rules which exclude legis- 
lation upon appropriation bills, although we have been pressed and 
oppressed by other committees of this body to put legislation on appro- 
priation bills. We have retrained from it, not wishing to entangle our- 
selves in the conflicts of this body with reference to the relative duties 
of committees of the body. But here come with legislation these bills 
trom the House of Representatives. What are we to do with it? The 
Senator from Vermont says if we had excluded this legislation and 
struck it out, we could have finished this bill in half an hour. So we 
could, but that does not get rid of the question. How are we situated 
then when we come to a conference upon this important provision which 
we have before us? 

Mr. EDMUNDS. Stick. 

Mr. ALLISON. TheSenator from Vermont says ‘‘stick.’’ But that 
will only do for afew daysor a few hours. The House tell us that here 
is a great public measure upon an appropriation bill, which has passed 
there with unanimity, and they say, *‘ We insist upon the provision.”’ 
Now, what is the result of it? We come in here and disagree to this 
legislation, as we did last session three or four times, and the House finally 
insist, and we finally yield. Does the Senator from Vermont expect 
that the Senate will have the nerve to stick upon this measure of legis- 
lation to the defeat of the Post-Oflice appropriation bill? 

Mr. EDMUNDS. Ido. 

Mr. ALLISON. I know he has that nerve, but I doubt whether a 
majority of the Senators in this body will so agree. If we can have an 
understanding with the House of Representatives that no legislation 
shall appear upon the appropriation bills, then we shall make progress, 
but we can not so long as they insist, as they did insist last year upon 
legislation with reference to the Army bill and to the Navy bill. I 
sympathize with the Senator from Ohio and other Senators here who 
want the questions of the reorganization of the Army and the Navy dis- 
cussed and debated here with full and ample power of amendment. It 
is not the fault of the Committee on Appropriations that that power and 
authority is not given, but we find these provisions here, and we are 
bound to deal with them. 

Upon this very question of the reduction of postage the Senator from 
New York offers an amendment with reference to drop-letters in cities; 
another Senator offers an amendment with reference to the reduction of 
the postage upon free-delivery matter; another wants a reduction of 
the aewspaper postage. In the very nature of things the Committee on 
Appropriations can not deal with these controverted questions with re- 
gard to the whole subject of postage regulations and postage. Therefore 
we did nothing with this provision, believing that it was a crude pro- 
vision, and for myself believing that it has no place in this bill. We 
only dealt with the distinct and explicit subject we found here, and did 
not deal with any of the other questions which we have no doubt ought 
to be dealt with. But we have a Committee on Post-Offices and Post- 


Roads in this body. If it is important, as the Senator from New York 
seems to think it is, that other questions of legislation shall be treated, 
] ask why itis that the Committee on Pi and Post-Roads does 





not deal with these questions? There is no impediment in the wey of 
the Post-Office Committee coming in here any morning and proposing 
any new change they see proper to have passed upon the question of 
postage, whether it is for first, second, third, or fourth class matter. 

Mr. MILLER, of New York. Will the Senator allow me to ask him 
whether he means to be understood that the Post-Office Committee has 
the right of way here as the Appropriations Committee or the Finance 
Committee? We may put our bills on the Calendar and they may be 
there until Congress dies on the 4th day of March. 

Mr. ALLISON. Undoubtedly the Post-Office must take its chances 
with other committees. That is only an argument against legislation 
on appropriation bills, in which argument I fully sympathize. I should 
be glad to see every appropriation bill stripped of every particle of legis- 
lation; but we can not strip it. We must deal with these questions. 
I care not whether this provision is retained in the bill or struck out; 
I would just as lief it should be struck out as retained; but that does 
not get rid of the trouble. We are confronted with it at every step in 
the appropriation bills day by day. 

Therefore, I do not see that even if the amendment of the Senator 
from V ermont is adopted we make any progress in the consideration of 
this bill. We for the time being say the Senate is not in favor of this 
legislation, but if the House insists, then we are led to a consideration 
of allowing this bill to fail absolutely or agreeing to the legislation pro- 
posed by the House. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. The Senator is mistaken; there is no danger of 
that. 

Mr. ALLISON. I have detained the Senate longer than I ought to 
have detained it for even a discussion of this question. I only say to 
the Senator and to other Senators who are opposed to legislation on 
appropriation bills that the Committee on Appropriations have, so ti 
as they could, eliminated every idea of legislation from the appropria- 
tion bills for the last two years. 

Mr. BECK. Mr. President, I agreed to the amendment offered by 
the Committee on Appropriations changing the date from January 1, 
1884, to July 1, 1883, to the provision inserted in the bill by the House, 
because I thought we ought to begin at the beginning of the fiscal yea 
if we begin the system at all. The House of Representatives had sent 
it to us, and we have agreed over and over again to their right to do so 
I suppose nobody has ever disputed the right of either House to insert 
any legislation in any bill that it sees fit to send to the other House. 
That has been over and over again settled. 

Mr. JONES, of Florida. Will the Senator permit me to ask him a 
question ? 

Mr. BECK. Certainly. 

Mr. JONES, of Florida. How was that settled? 

Mr. BECK. It was settled in favor of either House inserting what- 
ever it chose, and that it can not be stricken out upon a point of order 


| in the other House. 


Mr. JONES, of Florida. That is not settled. Then I understand 
the Senator to say that the House of Representatives is at liberty to 
send a bill here with a provision in it which violates our rules and we 
are bound to accept it? 

Mr. BECK. Oh, no, I say no such thing. 
it out upon a point of order. 

Mr. ALLISON. We are bound to consider it. 

Mr. BECK. We are bound to consider it. If it is a good amend- 
ment we can adopt it; if it is a bad one we can reject it; but it is before 
us for consideration and no point of order can be made’ against it. To 
that I suppose everybody agrees. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. Will my friend allow me to interrupt him a mo- 
ment? 

Mr. BECK. Certainly. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. I had the honor to be a member of the Commit- 
tee on Appropriations for three or four years a long time ago when pre- 
cisely these questions, our rules being just about what they are now, 
used to come up. 1 remember at one session certainly the Committee 
on Appropriations of the Senate were determined that we would keep 
the appropriation bills free from legislation. The House had legisla- 
tion on the bills. We struck that legislation out in the Senate, not on 
a point of order, but because, as we told the House in conference, we 
were unwilling in appropriating money to carry out existing law, to 
make new laws, and in conference, when the situation of the two Houses 
was fairly explained, the House conferees receded, as they necessarily 
must in such a case, as it appears to me. 

Mr. BECK. The Senator from Vermont does not controvert the 


I say we can not strike 


position that I assume, but agrees, as I understand him, that no point of 


order will lie. I, too, have been a member of the Committee on Ap- 

priations of both Houses for a long time and have resisted new legis- 
fation very strenuously, but often with very little effect. While this 
discussion was going on I referred to the RecorD to illustrate what the 
Senate has declared to be in order on appropriation bills. February 
19, 1879, after a very vigorous protest from me, in my feeble way, when 
the Post-Oflice appropriation bill was up, | made the point of order 
when this amendment was offered: 


For ocean steamshi ipservice between the United States and Brazil, $200,000; and 
the P. 1 is authorized and directed, after due public advertise- 
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ment, to contract for ten years for carrying the mails, once each month, commenc- 
ing not later than July, 1879, from New York, by way of Norfolk, Virginia, to Rio 
de Janeiro, and once each month, commencing not later than March, 1880, from 
New Orleans, by way of Galveston,Texas,to Rio de Janeiro, and return, including 
appropriate intermediate ports, with the lowest bidders, being responsible owners, 
giving ample security, of tirst-class American builtand owned iron screw-steam- 
ships of not less than three thousand tons, after the best modern models, capable 
of making thirteen nautical miles per hour; such mail carriage to be paid for at 
not exceeding $30 per mile per annum one way for the distance actually traversed 
between the termini of each of said routes; the two lines to be contracted for sim- 
ultaneously and neither contract to go into effect unless both services shall be con- 
tracted for, and the contracts therefor to contain all provisions for securing etfti- 
cient service which may be customary or required by law in such cases, 


When I protested and resisted all I could, the vote of the Senate was 
called on the yeas and nays and that amendment was declared to be in 
order on an appropriation bill by a vote of 39 to 23. After bringing it 
up again and endeavoring, with the aid I admit of the Senator from 
Vermont, to declare that it was not in order, when the final vote was 
had upon the proposition it was declared to be in order by a vote of 
33 to 26; whereupon the Presiding Officer said: 

The affirmative of the question prevails; and the Senate decides that the mo- 


tion to amend isin order. The question now recurs upon the amendment re- 
ported by the committee, It will be reported. 


Referring to the amendment which I have just read; upon which a | 


long debate sprang up. That is only a specimen. I could go over 
dozens, perhaps hundreds of other decisions of the Senate, not all of 
them as bad as that but many of them approaching it, until the Chair, 
the present occupant if I recollect aright, announced, after a good many 


outrageous votes had been taken by the Senate on a call of the yeas and | 


nays, that he had come to the conclusion that whatever the Senate 
wanted to do was in order, and whatever it did not want to do was not 
in order. 

I want to reduce postage from 3 cents to 2 cents and to make the ex- 


periment at a time when we have plenty of money in the Treasury to | 


make up deficiencies without hurting anybody. Theretore I did not 
move, after what we had done time and again, to strike out the action 
of the House, if it was in order, but wished a vote upon it to see if it 
was the sense of the Senate to make the rate of postage 2 cents instead 
of 3 cents. 

Mr. HALE. There is a great deal of work of the Committee on Ap- 
propriations just now coming on, and I for one, as a member of that 
committee, would be very glad to get some kind of expression from the 
Senate as to the duties of that committee. I should like to ask the 
Senator from Vermont what he believes to be the duty of the Commit- 


tee on Appropriations under our rules as they are, on just such a case | 


occurring as this bill presented to us? The House incorporates upon 
the bill a clean piece of new legislation, a piece of legislation that un- 
doubtedly ought to be reported by, ought to be considered by, the Post- 
Office Committee. Nobody will deny that originally such legislation 
ought to emanate from the Post-Office Committee either here or in the 
other body. But the House of Representatives, greater than all com- 
mittees there, as the Senate isgreater than ali committees here, chooses 
to make the appropriation bill for the Post-Office Department the vehicle 
for this legislation. 


tion of it to the Post-Office Committee and the other portion, the regular 
wppropriations, to the Committee on Appropriations, sends it all to the 
Committee on Appropriations. 

Now, what shall the Committee on Appropriations do, in the judg- 
ment of the Senator from Vermont, whose judgment I should be very 
glad to get? Shall it, as the organ of the Senate, insist upon the rules 


of the Senate and strike out that legislation from the bill, and report | 
it clean and simple as an appropriation, or should it, as one branch of 


the legislative part of the Government has sent it here and put it upon 
an appropriation bill, bring it in, as it has, to the Senate and take the 


action of the entire Senate upon this serious proposition, whether we | 


will stand here asa body and declare that henceforth appropriation bills 
shall be stripped of all teatures of general legislation ? 

[; for one, as a member of the Appropriations Committee, am not 
willing to take that responsibility. I believe it should be taken by the 
Senate as a body ; that the contest should be made here; and I wou ‘d 
be glad if it could be settled now, because I can see as plainly as day 
that the appropriation bills this year are to besubjected to the same test 
and the same trial that they were last year. Amendment after amend- 
ment proposing legislation is to be considered in the different commit- 
tees instead of reported in a bill here and put upon our Calendar where 
nobody will ever hear of it again. It will be sent to the Committee on 
Appropriations with the recommendation that it be embodied in a cer- 
tain appropriation bill, thereby carrying with it the recommendation 
of the Senate that the Committee on Appropriations do put it upon the 
appropriation bill. When the Committee on Appropriations, acting upon 


that mandate althost of the Senate, reports the bill with the legislation, | 


then fault is found that the Committee on Appropriations have bur- 
dened the bill with legislation. 

That has been going on during my brief service here and upon the 
Committee on Appropriations, and I can see, as I have vaid, that it is to 
be renewed in the next six weeks of this session upon every appropri- 
ation bill. There is not one but what this willapply to. Senators see, 


and see clearly, that in the productive state of public business, with the | 
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tariff bill taking so much time, with the impossibility of passing the 
Calendar, the appropriation bills must be made a sluiceway for other 
legislation; and so each man who has a scheme—no matter how good, | 
call it ascheme—a proper amendment of the statutes, sends it toa mem 
ber of the Committee on Appropriations. ‘The Senate sends it there at 
the request of some member, and the committee is contronted with it, 
and if the committee says, ‘* No, we will not put it on the appropriation 
bill, although the Senate has recommended that it be put on the ap 
propriation bill,’* then the Committee on Appropriations is found fault 
with, and is said on the other side to be usurping functions and keeping 
matters of legislation from appropriation bills. I wish we could settle 


it here. 

Mr. EDMUNDS rhe Senate does not recommend it by referring an 
amendment. 

Mr. CALL. Mr. President, I wish to sav a few words on this sub- 
ject. The Constitution says that each House may determine the rules 


of its proceedings. The House of Repr under the exercise of 
that authority puts general legislation upon an appropriation bill. It 
comes here to the Senate. rhe Senate *Wew it.” 

| Why? Because the House in the exer oft its constitutional power 
to determine the rules of its proceedings has determined upon a rul 


sentatives 


Suys ill not consider 


Ise 


which we think injurious and evil in its effects, namely, the putting of 
general legislation upon an appropriation bill. What is that but to say 
that the Senate will not consider bills passed by the House in the ex 


ercise of its power unless they are passed in conformity with rules which 
the Senate think are wise and appropriate for the discharge of that duty 
Suppose in a conference the Senate conferees say to the conferees of the 
House, **We will not consider that bill bee think it ought not 
have general legislation upon it.’’ Is it nota proper reply for the House 
| to say, ** The Constitution has given the Senate no right to an opinion 
upon the character of the rules under which the House shall proceed in 
the discharge of its business Clearly 
intended to be construed reciprocally, it 
lute right to determine whether all of it 
be upon appropriation bills 
In regard to the construction of this rule 
by Senators, it seems to me to be entirely 


use We 


this constitutional provision is 
the 
shall not 


ives to either Hous abso 


s legislation shall o1 


“ 


that hes been given to it 


without anv justification in 
|} reason. The constitutional power and duty of the Senate is to amend, 
| ‘- ‘ 
| to qualify, to accept or to reject any proposition that may come from 


the other House, and any rule of the Senat: 
shall abrogate or deny itself the e) 
tional power would be entirely void The 
rule of the Senate has within its purview reference alone to the proceed 
ings which originate within the Senate and bills which are here with 
out general legislation upon them 


Which savs that the Senate 
ot any part of that constitu 


It cannot be so construed 


Any other construction is to deny 


the constitutional duty and power of the Senate to amend, qualify, a 
cept or reject, which is all contained within its power of legislation 
The PRESIDENT pro tempore fhe morning hour has expired 
} ! I 
Mr. PLUMB. I move that the untinished business be laid aside in 


| order to continue the consideration of the Post-Office appropriation bill 

Mr. MORRILL. I will consent to 
the pending question. 
| Mr. PLUMB. We 
see. 


The PRESIDENT pro tempor 


& postponement for a vote Upon 


will take the vote any way, and then we will 


The question is on the amendment 


| of the Senator from Vermont | Mr. Ent .Ds| striking out from lin 
101 to line 114 of the bill, 
Mr. JONES, of Florida Let it be reported 


Mr. EDMUNDs. It strikes out the 2 

Mr. JONES, of Florida. Ido not rise to make any speech, but I want 
to say in the line of what was said by the Senator from Maine | Mr 
HALE] a while ago, in view of the efiort made last session to reorganiz 
the Navy on an appropriation bill, and the thrown out b 
the Senator that like character would be persisted in 
hereafter, that I think it is well to meet the question now on this prope 
sition. 


cents legislation 


Inbtimation 
legislation of a 
I shall vote to do away with all legislation on the 


ippropriation 


bills, so that the committees of this body constituted in conformity with 
its rules may have an opportunity of acting upon those questions relat 
| ing to the public service tor which they were created 
Mr. HALE. Has the Senator seen the naval appropriation bill 


reported to the House’ 

Mr. JONES, of Florida. I have not 

Mr. HALE. If the Senator will look at th 
| the House Committee on Appropriations has 
| Supplementing the legislation of last season in 
| ization of the Navy I have no doubt it will passin some form or othe 
the House of Representatives, and we shall be confronted with the same 
question that we had last year 

Mr. JONES, of Florida. I anticipated that 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The question is on the amendment 
of the Senator from Vermont | Mr. EDMUNDs] striking out from line 
| 101 to 114 inclusiv 

Mr. SHERMAN. [ask for the yeas and nays 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 

Mr. COCKRELL. If 
ment then be offered ” 


bill he 
reported new 


find that 
gislation 


wil 
lk 


reference to the reorgan 


the motion fails to strike out can an amend 
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The PRESIDING OFFICER. Yes; if the clause is not stricken out 
amendments to it, of course, will be in order. 

Mr. COCKRELL. The clause will be still amendable? 

Mr. EDMUNDS. But the Chair has ruled that amendments pro- 
viding for the transmission of seeds through the Post-Office at a lower 
rate, as well as drop-letters, are not in order. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. It will be open to any amendment 
that is proper, of course. 

Mr. COCKRELL. So that I can offeran amendment and the Senate 
can rule on it? 

Mr. EDMUNDS. It willnot bein order. That is the very trouble. 

The PRESIDENT protempore. The roll will be called. 

The Principal Legislative Clerk proceeded to call the roll. 

Mr. HARRIS (when his name was called). Iam paired generally 
with the Senator from Michigan [Mr. Ferry], but understanding as 
I do that he would vote as I am inclined to vote, I record my vote 
“nay.” ‘ 

Mr. MILLER, of California (when his name was called). Iam paired 
with my colleague [Mr. FARLEY]. If he were present, I should vote 
*‘nay.’’? I do not know how he would vote. 

The roll-call was concluded. 

Mr. FRYE. I am paired with the Senator from Tennessee [Mr. 
JACKSON ], who is absent by order of the Senate. Under the advice of 
his colleague [Mr. HArnts] I feel at liberty to vote on this question. 

Mr. ALLISON. I am paired with the Senator from Delaware [ Mr. 
BAYARD], and therefore will not vote. 

Mr.CAMDEN. My colleague [Mr. Davis, of West Virginia] is ab- 
sent from the Senate and is paired on political questions with the Sen- 
ator from Minnesota [Mr. WinpoM]. If my colleague were present, 
he would vote ‘‘nay’’ on this question, 

The result was announced—yeas 15, nays 40; as follows: 


YEAS—15. 
Anthony, Davis of IL, Jones of Florida, Platt, 
Blair, Edmunds, Lapham, Rollins, 
Cameron of Pa., Hawley, Miller of N. Y., Sherman. 
Cameron of Wis., Hoar, Morrill, 

NAYS—40. 
Barrow, Garland, Johnston, Plumb, 
Beck, George, Jonas, Pugh, 
Brown, Gorman, Kellogg, Sewell, 
Call, Groome, mar, Slater, 
Camden, Hale, MeDill, Vance, 
Cockrell, Hampton, MeMillan, Van Wyck, 
Coke, Harris, Mahone, Vv 
Conger, Harrison, Maxey, Voorhees, 
Dawes, Hill, Morgan, Walker, 
Frye, Ingalls, Pendleton, Williams. 

ABSENT—21. 

Aldrich, Fair, I n, Saunders, 
Allison, Farley, ~ Sawyer, 
Bayard, Ferry, Miller of Cal., Windom. 
Butler, Grover, Mitchell, 
Chilcott, Jackson, Ransom, 
Davisof W. Va., Jones of Nevada, Saulsbury, 


So the amendment was rejected. 
Mr. PLUMB. I think it will only require the formal reading of this 


bill now to dispose of it. I think we shall be through with it in ten 
minutes. 


Mr. ALLISON, 

Mr. MORRILL. 

Mr. COCKRELL. 
the bill? 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. At line 114. 

Mr. COCKRELL. I offer the following amendment, to come in at 
the end of the word “‘ repealed ’’ 

Mr. PLUMB. I suggest to the Senator from Missouri that he observe 
the ordinary rule that the committee amendments be first considered, 
and after they are acted on, other amendments. 

Mr. COCKRELL. We have reversed that rule all the way through. 

Mr. PLUMB. Notso far. Not one single amendment has been of- 
fered to the bill which has not been ruled out on the point of order, 
except where it was proposed by the committee. 

Mr. COCKRELL. I prefer the disposition of this amendment now. 
- I think the committee will accept it. It is at the end of line 114, to 
add: 


Ane jay 4 net n ee pee pestetienh publications, shall be ry 
rey the e Un States postal charges ; 
eam inennahetanh herewith are hereby mepeaied. cmt 

Mr. PLUMB. I raise the point of order on that. 

Mr. COCKRELL. What is the point of order? 

Mr. PLUMB. That it is general legislation. 


Mr. COCKRELL, In keeping with the existing legislation in the 
bill. 
We have had that discussed already. 


Let us go on a few minutes. 
I will yield for ten minutes. 
At what point are we now in the consideration of 





Mr. PLUMB. 
The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The Chair thinks that it is general 
legislation. Because the House of Representatives has chosen to send 
anappropriation bill here simply changing the rates of letter postage, 


the Senate has no right to enter into the general subject of postage on 
other mail matter. 





Mr. ANTHONY. Is not that an amendment to general legislation 
which is by the House ? 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. It is general legislation. The Sen- 
ate ber not go over the wholesubject of mail carriage in this bill under 
its rules. 

Mr. ANTHONY. I think the Chair decided this question yesterday 
and decided it according to precedent correctly; but it seems to me 
that the precedents are not right; that, although the Senate can not 
originate legislation, yet it can amend legislation that comes to us from 
the House. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The Chair decided otherwise last 
session. 

Mr. ANTHONY. I think the Chair did, and the Senate sustained 
it by a close vote; and I would suggest, if the Chair decided that ques- 
tion on account of the precedent—— 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The Chair thinks that on any other 
construction than that which the Chair adopts the whole subject of the 
Post-Office Department would be before the Senate by way of amend- 
ment to this bill. 

Mr. ANTHONY. I think it is. 

The PRESIDENT protempore. That never was intended by the rules 
of the Senate. The Senate must change its rules to justify a different 
construction. 

Mr. ANTHONY. Then if legislation comes to us from the House 
we must either adopt it as it stands or reject it. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. Certainly; or amend by something 
that is cognate as changing the time in this case. 

Mr. ANTHONY. How changing the time? 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The Senate may change the rate of 
letter postage. The bill says 2 cents; the Senate may change it toa 
cent and a half or a cent, but it cannot go into a different subject en- 
tirely. The Senate must change its rules in order to accomplish what 
is here proposed. 

Mr. MILLER, of New York. Idesiretooffer in form the two amend- 
ments of which I have spoken, and let them go upon the Record, and 
then the Senator from Kansas can make his formal objection so that it 


y appear. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. Which amendment does the Sena- 
tor offer first? 

Mr. MILLER, of New York. 
after the word ‘‘thereof,’’ insert 
Fromand after July 1, 1883, the postage on seeds shall be one-half cent per ounce 

Mr. PLUMB. I raise the point of order. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The Chair decides the point of order 
to be well taken. 

Mr. MILLER, of New York. I move in line 112, after the word 
“‘thereof,’’ to insert: 

And drop-letters shall be mailed at the rate of 1 cent per half ounce, or frac- 
tion thereof, including delivery, at letter-carrier offices. 

_The PRESIDENT pro tempore. Does the Chair understand the Sen 
ator from Kansas as objecting to this amendment? 

Mr. PLUMB. I object to all of them. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The point of order is sustained. 

The reading of the bill was resumed. The next amendment of the 
Committee on Appropriations was, in line 122, after the word ‘‘en- 
velopes,’’ to strike out “‘and;’’ and in the same line, after the wor! 
‘‘newspaper-wrappers,’’ to insert ‘‘ and letter-sheets;’’ so as to make 
the clause read: 

For pay of agent and assistants, to distribute stamped envelopes, newspaper- 
wrappers, and letter-sheets, and expenses of agency, $16,000. 

The amendment was agreed to. 

The next amendment was, in section 2, line 3, after the word “‘act,”’ 
to strike out ‘‘ then that;”’ and in line 4, after the word ‘* Department,” 
to strike out ‘be, and the same;”’ so as to make the section read: 

Sec. 2. That if the revenue of the Post-Office Department shall be insufficient 
to meet the appro’ ions made by this act, a sum equal to such deficiency of 
the revenues of said Department is hereby appropriated, to be paid out of any 
money not otherwise appropriated, to supply the said deficiencies in the revenue 
of the Post-Office Department for the year ending June 30, 1884. 

The amendment was agreed to. 

The next amendment was, in section 3, after the words *‘ United 
States,’’ in line 3, to strike out: 

And make report to the next session of Congress, on or before the first day of 
said session, what is the reasonable value of cars and car-space, and transpor- 
tation of the mails and of all persons connected with the mails, and what ditfer- 


ence there is between the cost of the transportation of freight for private persons 
and the cost of the transportation of the mails. 


And to insert in lieu thereof: 


And for that purpose may designate not to exceed three cqmpetent officers of 
Post-Oftice Department, experienced in matters relating to the transportation 

of mails on railroad routes, and the system of compe ng for the same, as a 
commission tosoaid him that he may devise and report to Congress in December 
next, with the data upon _ . - aanets more ng 8 ~ of gauging t nd 
rates of for i e mails on railroad routes, in order to secure the bet- 
ter poeteell on of the interests of the Government, and the allowance of just rates 


I offer this amendment: In line 112, 


of compensation for the service required ; and he is a to expend not to 
exceed $10,000, out of the ro) inion for the transportation of mails, to com- 
pensate the commissioners for their fie services, and for clerk-hire and ex- 


penses involved, which sum shall be ya 
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So as to make the section read : 


Sec, 3. That the Postmaster-General is hereby directed to make a thorough 
investigation into the railway mail service of the United States, and for that pur- 
pose may designate not to exceed three competent officers of the Post-Oflice De- 
partment, experienced in matters relating to the transportation of mails on rail- 
road routes, and the system of compensating for the same, as a commission to 
so aid him that he may devise and report to Congress in December next, with 
the data upon which it is based, 2» more complete system of gauging the rates of 
pay for carrying the mails on railroad routes, in order to secure the better pro- 
tection of the interests of the Government, and the allowance of just rates of 
compensation for the service required; and he is authorized to expend not to 
exceed $10,000, out of the appropriation for the transportation of mails, to com- 
pensate the commissioners for their specific services, and for clerk-hire and ex- 
penses involved, which sum shall be immediately available. 


Mr. MILLER, of New York. I make the point of order on that amend- 
ment coming from the committee. It is undoubtedly general legisla- 


tion. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The Chair is of opinion that what is 
added by the committee is simply the administration of the mode of 
making the report to the next session of Congress, and it is germane. 
It is simply as to the mode of making this report on the railway-mail 
service. 

Mr. MILLER, of New York. The Chair then holdsit to be in order? 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. He does. 

Mr. COCKRELL. If the Chair will hear me a moment, it reverses 
the whole system and theory. The House proposition is that the Post- 
master-General shall examine— 

And make report to the next session of Congress, on or before the first day of said 
session, What is the reasonable value of cars and car-space, and transportation 
of the mails and of all persons connected with the mails, and what difference 
there is between the cost of the transportation of freight for private persons and 
the cost of transportation of the mails. 

That is whatis inquired of. This amendment reverses it, leaves that 
whole question, and sends the Postmaster-General on a wild-goose chase 
after something else entirely different. 

The PRESIDENT protempore The Chair isof the opinion that what 
the House said should be done is one mode of administration, and it is 
in one sense general legislation; but the Chair is of the opinion that the 
Committee on Appropriations has a right, touching upon that same 
question, to administer upon it. It is a mode of carrying out what the 
House proposed. The question is on the amendment. 

Mr. GORMAY. I move to amend the proposed amendment by in- 
serting after the word ‘‘required,’’ in line 19: 

And shall further report as to the advisability of establishing a general system 
of fast-mail service ; over which railroad routes, ifany, it should be so established, 
with a full and detailed statement of the advantages and the estimated cost of said 
service, and if the extension or inauguration of a general system is, in the opinion 
of the Postmaster-General, unadvisable, then he shall report the reason for con- 
tinuing the contracts now in force for that service. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. 
to the amendment. 

The amendment to the amendment was agreed to. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The question recurs on the adoption 
of the committee amendment as amended. 

The amendment as amended was agreed to. 

Mr. PLUMB. I desire to offer an amendment on page 2, line 26. 

Mr. COCKRELL. Has any action been taken upon striking out? I 
have not heard that yet. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. 
amendment as amended. 

Mr. COCKRELL. I did not hear the Chair put any question about 
striking out. I heard about the amendment. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The Chair will put it again. The 
question is on striking out and inserting, as proposed by the amendment 
of the Committee on Appropriations. 

Mr. COCKRELL. One word before that is decided. I want to know 
of the Senator in charge of the bill why it is that this very important 
inquiry in regard to the reasonable value of cars and car space, and 
what is the difference between the cost of the transportation of freights 
for private persons and the cost of the transportation of the mails, is 
stricken out and the Postmaster-General directed to make an inquiry 
in a different line ? 

Mr. PLUMB. I do not understand that it is an inquiry in a differ- 
ent line at all. If the Senator will abate something of his zeal for a 
moment and look at the part stricken out, he will tind that if it means 
anything it must be by astrained construction. What has the question 
of the value of a car to do with the cost of transportation ? Suppose 
# car costs $15,000, what has that to do with the cost of carrying the 
mail? If the Senator will look at the construction of that section as it 
came from the House he will find, I think, that if expected at all to ac- 
complish anything it must be by a very liberal intendment and by no 
close adherence to its language. We provide the means of carrying it 


= we provide the persons substantially through whom it shall be 
one. 


The Chair put the question on the 


and believe that the language incorporated by the committee wil! do that. 
In other words, we want the elements of cost, and not simply the cost 
of a car in which the mail happens to be carried, and we do not care 
particularly even about the value of the persons, although the literal 
construction of the section as it came from the House would require the 
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commission toascertain the actual cash valueof the route agents, clerks, 
and so on, who distribute the mails of the United States. 

The PRESIDENT pre tempore. The Chair supposed he had put the 
motion to strike out and insert, and he is informed that the Secretary 
has so entered it. The question is therefore disposed of. Will the 
Senator from Kansas specify his amendment ? 

Mr. PLUMB. I propose, in line 26 on page 2, to add after the word 
‘hundred’? the words ** and seventy-tive;’’ so as to read: 

For compensation to clerks in post-offices, $4,775,000, 

The amendment was agreed to 

The bill was reported to the Ser 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. Does any Senator wish to reserve a 
separate vote on any particular amendment 

Mr. COCKRELL. the 
and 81 to insert: 

For necessary and special facilities on trunk lines, $185,000, 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The Chair will put the question on 
concurring in the other amendments asa whole. 

The amendments were concurred in. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. 
read, 

The ACTING SECRETARY. 
inserted after line 79: 

For necessary and special facilities on trunk lines, $185,000 

Mr. COCKRELL. I send to the Secretary the Albany Argus of Fri 
day morning, January 19, 1883, and ask that the article headed ‘* Asked 
and answered’’ be read. 

Mr. HOAR. I should like to state for the information of the Sena 
tor that I believe every Senator has had a copy of that article 

Mr. COCKRELL. It does not make a bit of difference if there have 
been 10,000 copies sent. 

Mr. PLUMB. And I call attention to one other thing, that while it 
starts out with an allegation that the statement which I made was in 
correct, it nowhere denies the correctness of it at all; it very carefully 
avoids any issue of fact with regard to the question raised by the Sena 
tor from Missouri. 

The Principal Legislative Clerk read as follows 


late as amended. 


I reservs vote on the amendment in lines 80 


The reserved amendment will be 


The Senate, as in Committee of the Whole 


ASKED AND ANSWERED 

In the United States Senate, on Wednesday, the Post-Office appropriation bill 
came up. The report, as published in Thursday's Argus, was to this effect 

“Mr. CocKRELL (Democrat, Missouri) in the fast mail train 
from New York went before it was o. n by the regular morning train 

“Mr. PLUMB (Republican, Kansas) did not understand that it was overtaken 
atall. He sent up and had read a letter from the superintendent of the railway 
mail service explaining in detail the faust service and stating that the appropria 
tion was expended now as follows: Between New York and Springfield, $17,717 
between New York and Albany, $251,000; between Philade!phia and Charleston 
$142,000."" 

Mr. PLuMps showed clearly that he did not understand the subject 
want to answer Mr. CocKRELL’s question. The facts are as follows 

“ The fast mail train” leaves New York at 4.35 a.m. It makes no stop Ix 
tween New York and Albany, but throws off the New York morning newsypm 
pers while in motion at every town between Albany and New York 
Albany at 8.20 a. m., and here it ceases to be ‘a fast train’ at all. It 
bands as a train altogether, and the cur is hitched on to 
“makes up” here for Buffalo at 8.25 a, m. each day Phese figures prove clearly 
that the fast mail is a swindle, only meant to get the New York morning papers 
carried through to Albany and to points between at the expense of the tax-pay 
ers of the United States. 


juired how far 
} 
ertake 


or did not 


It pets te 
here ai 
a slow local, which 


Let Mr, COCKRELL end his fellow-Senators read these 
figures : 
Fr = Dine 
— Ss tuken 
7 
New York to Albany.................... saiielenie W7 3h. 4 
Albany to Syracuse sien pvuaenancageninteoeeipnintapevbasmaninikt 7} hi yn 
Syracuse to Buffalo.. , ; iaaee , I 6h. Sin 
14u 15h. 40m 
kel Time pet 
Betweeu a 
- pilie 
/ 
Vinutes 
New York and Albany ~ 0 } 
Albany and Syracuse ; 1 Joey 
Syracuse and Buffalo 29 234 
New York and Buffalo ; 42 24 
Albany and Buffalo 41 2 


The intention to favor the New York papers, as far as their morning market 
goes, is proved to a demonstration by these figures ‘I hey neither need argu 
ment nor permit denial. The pretense that this train is for * business letters 
is a naked falsehood. It leaves long after the business letters of the preceding 


| day have been mailed, and long before the business letters of the current day are 
We design to accomplish precisely the same thing and more, | 


ready. But suppose, as the Argus has before suggested, it did take business let 
ters. They would reach Utica at 11 a. m., and be distributed toward the close of 
the active business day; Syracuse at 1.30 p. m., and be distributed about night 
fall; Rochester about 5 p. m., and Buffalo at 7.20 p. m., and be distributed not 
until the next morning 

Now, business men in New York do not use this fast mailatall. They dispatch 
their mails for each morrow in the 8.50 p.m. mail train of any given night; that 
secures them the morning delivery in every town between New York and Al 





f 
; 
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bany, and from Albany clear to Syracuse, which it reachesat7 a.m. Moreover, 
that train reaches Rochester at 10 a. m, and Buffalo at 1 p. m., the letters being 
in ample time for the business of the day, for which they are written. In like 
manner the train leaving New York at 6 p. m., and reaching Albany at 10.25, 
gets to Utica at 1.35 a, m., to Syracuse at 3.10 a. m.,and to Buffalo at Sa.m. The 
conversion of this always fast train to through mail purposes would really benefit 
the business of the people of and with New York, But neither of these trains 
would be in time for the New York morning papers, and hence the people are 
not taxed hundreds of thousands of dollars a year to run them. 

It is a necessity to the jobbers that got up this fast-mail train, ostensibly for 
business purposes, that no business purposes shall be subserved by it except the 
circulation of the New York dailies, and when the loca} limit of that is reached 
even the semblance of a fast train is dropped. The nation is taxed hundreds of 
thousands of dollars a year to carry the New York papers 147 miles each morn- 
ing. No other city than New York has this favor. The papers of no other city 
can get for pay what the New York papers get at the expense of the Treasury. 
All journals are taxed alike on postage. Only the New York morning ones are 
made a present of fast trains by the Post-Oftice Department, at the cost of the 
people, 

Mr. COCKRELL. Now, Mr. President, I simply desire to state what 
was said before, that this fast mail train ends at Albany, and no man, 
woman, or child beyond there is benefited one particle by it. I do 
not know anything except what is stated in this paper, and this paper 
is printed at Albany and ought to know the facts. The schedules of 
the railroad prove the statement here made to be correct, that this fast 
mail train leaving New York at 4.35 a.m. reaches Albany at 8.20, and 
there it ceases to be a fast train at all. It is disbanded as a fast train, 
and the mail-car is hitched on to a slow local made up there at Albany 
for Bulfalo at 8.25 a. m. each day. This does not amount or rise to the 
dignity of asubsidy; it is the merest gratuity that was ever bestowed by 
any legislative body. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The question is on concurring in the 
amendment made as in Committee of the Whole. 

Mr. PLUMB. TheSenator trom Missouri says this fast mail ends at 
Albany. That is where the pay is. I want to call attention to the fact 
that the article which has been read is based on the assumption that we 
are paying four or five hundred thousand dollars for that service. We 
pay just $25,000, 

Mr, COCKRELL, You admit that it is a local, partial matter and 
no benefit to anybody beyond ? 

Mr. PLUMB. I do not admit anything of the kind. I stand by 
everything I said in the debate the other day, and that article does not 
change it one single hair’sbreadth. In fact it confirms everything that I 
said, 

Mr. COCKRELL. Let us have the yeas and nays. 

The yeas and nays were ordered, and the Principal Legislative Clerk 
proceeded to call the roll. 

Mr. HARRIS (when his name was called). I am paired with the 
Senator from Michigan [Mr. Ferry]. 

Mr. MAXEY (when his name was called). I am paired with the 
Senator from South Carolina [Mr. BuTLER]. If he were present, he 
would vote *‘ yea’? and I should vote ‘nay.’ 

Mr. PUGH (when his name was called.) I am paired with the Sena- 
tor from South Carolina [Mr. BuTLER]. 

The PRESIDENT protempore. TheSenator from Texas[Mr. MAXEY] 
announced a pair with that Senator. 

Mr. MAXEY. Then I vote ‘‘nay.’’ 

The roll-call was coneluded. 

Mr. FRYE. I am paired with the Senator from Tennessee [Mr. 
JACKSON ], who is absent by order of the Senate. 

The result was announced—yeas 32, nays 25; as follows: 


YEAS—382, 
Aldrich, Chileott, Ingalls, Miller of N. Y., 
Allison, Dawes, Johnston, Morrill, 
Anthony, Hale, Jones of Florida, Platt, 
Beck, Hampton, Kellogg, Plumb, 
Blair, Harrison, Lapham, Rollins, 
Brown, Hawley, Logan, Sewell, 
Call, Hill, MeDill, Slater, 
Cameron of Pa., Hoar, MeMillan, Vance. 

NAYS—25. 
Rarrow, Edmunds, Jonas, Vv 
Camden, Farley, Lamar, Voorhees, 
Cameron of Wis., Garland, Maxey, Walker, 
Cockrell, George, Morgan, Williams. 
Coke, Gorman, Pendleton, 
Conger, Groome, Sherman, 
Davis of DL, Grover, Van Wyck, 

ABSENT—19. 

Bayard, Frye, Mahone Saulsbury, 
Butler, Harris, Miller of Cal., Saunders, 
Davis of W. Va., Jackson, Mitchell, Sawyer, 
Fair, Jones of Nevada, Pugh, Windom. 
Ferry, McPherson, Ransom, 


So the amendment was concurred in. 

Mr. PLUMB. I have a letter in my hand from the Third Assistant 
Postmaster-General, which relates to a statement made by the Senator 
from Delaware not now in his seat [Mr. SAULSBURY], as to the lack of 
necessity for three several postage-stamp agencies, which is a complete 
explanation of that necessity. I ask that it go into the Recorp with- 
out reading. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. _I wish to hear the letter read if it is going into the 
RECORD. It may need some comment. 





The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The letter will be read. 

The Acting Secretary read as follows: 

Post-OrFrice DEPARTMENT, 
Orrice OF THIRD ASSISTANT PosTMASTER-GENERAL, 
Washington, D. C., January 20, 1883, 

Sir: Noticing on page 8 of the CONGRESSIONAL Recorp of this morning the 
inquiry of the honorable Senator SAULSBURY, in the course of the debate yes- 
terday on the Post-Office appropriation bill, as to the necessity for three separate 
agencies for supervising the distribution of postage-stamps, of stamped envel- 
opes, and of postal oi, I beg to give you the information necessary to an- 
swer the inquiry. 

The articles named are furnished under three separate contracts. The adhe- 
sive postage-stamps are manufactured in New York city under contract with 
the American Bank-Note Company; the stamped envelopes at Hartford, Con- 
necticut, under contract with the Plimpton and Morgan Envelope Companies ; 
and the postal cards at Castleton, New York, under contract with Woolworth 
& Graham, The articles are distributed directly from the places of manufact- 
ure, and hence the necessity of three agencies to supervise the manufacture and 
SS. P a 

Jery respectfully, &c., 
° A. D. HAZEN, 
Third Assistant Postmaster-General, 
Hon. P. B. PLUM, 
Chairman Sub-Committee on Appropriations, United States Senate. 


Mr. PLUMB. I will simply state that if I had heard the inquiry of 
the Senator from Delaware, which I did not at the time it was made, 
I could then have furnished the answer. The statement of the Third 
Assistant Postmaster-General now furnishes the answer. 

Mr. GORMAN. I offer the following amendment: In section 3, line 
21, after the word ‘‘mails,’’ strike out ‘* to-compensate the commission- 
ers for their specific service, and for clerk-hire and”’ and insert in licu 
thereof *‘ for actual and necessary;’’ so as to read: 

And he is authorized to expend, not to exceed $10,000, out of the appropriation 
for the transportation of mails for actual and necessary expenses involved, which 
sum shall be immediately available. 

The object of the amendment is to strike out that portion of the com- 
mittee’s amendment which provides for extra compensation for the 
specific services to be rendered by the three officers of the Post-Office 
Department who are to be detailed for the purpose of examining this 
question. I see no reason in the world for increasing their compensa- 
tion. 

Mr. ALLISON. I think that amendment is proper enough. 

Mr. GORMAN. Then I need say no more. 

The amendment was agreed to. 

The amendments were ordered to be engrossed and the bill to be read 
a third time. 

The bill was read the third time, and passed. 


HOUSE BILLS REFERRED. 

The bill (H. R. 2136) for the relief of Morgan Rawls was read twice 
by its title, and referred to the Committee on Claims. 

The bill (H. R. 7327) to establish certain post-routes was read twice 
by its title, and referred to the Committee on Post-Offices and Post- 
Roads. 

The bill (H. R. 7330) to remove the disabilities of Francis H. Smith, 
senior, of Virginia, was read twice by itstitle, and referred to the Com- 
mittee on the Judiciary. 

INTERNAL REVENUE AND TARIFF DUTIES. 


Mr. MORRILL. Regular order. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The Chair lays before the Senate thie 
unfinished business, which is the bill (H. R. 5538) to reduce intern! 
revenue taxation. 

The Senate, as in Committee of the Whole, resumed the consideration 
of the bill. 

Mr. MORRILL. As the item of “ unpolished cylinder, crown, and 
common window-glass’’ was reserved yesterday for the consideration 
of the Committee on Finance, I am directed by a majority of the com- 
mittee to ask that the duties upon these several descriptions of com- 
mon glass shall be reduced one-eighth of a cent per pound. On page 
25, line 457, instead of ‘‘1} cents’’ the committee propose to insert 
‘*128;”? in line 458, to strike out ‘‘2”’ and insert ‘‘1{;’’ in line 460, to 
strike out ‘‘2}”’ and insert ‘‘2§;”’ in line 461, to strike out “3”? and 
insert ‘‘2f;’’ so as to read: 

Unpolished cylinder, crown, and common window-glass, not exceeding 10) 
by 15 inches square, 1} cents per pound; above that, and not exceeding 16 by 21 
inches square, 1} cents per pound; above that, and not exceeding 24 by 30 inches 
square, 2} cents per pound; all above that, 2} cents per pound: Provided, That 
unpolished cylinder, crown, and common window-glass, imported in boxes con- 
taining fifty square feet, as nearly as sizes will permit, now known and com- 
mercially designated as fifty feet of glass, single thick and weighing not to ex- 
ceed fifty-five pounds of glass per box, shall be entered and computed as fifty 

unds of glass only; and that said kinds of glass imported in boxes contain- 

ng, as nearly as sizes will permit, fifty feet of glass, now known and commer- 
cially designated as fifty feet of glass, double thick and not exceeding ninety 
unds in weight, shall be ente and computed as eighty pounds of glass only ; 
but a all other cases the duty shall be computed according to the actual weight 
ot glass, 

Mr. SEWELL. I ask the chairman of the Finance Committee what 
his estimate of the proposed reduction would be, taking the tariff on the 
boxes, taking the estimate of the weight which has been adopted on the 
recommendation of the Tariff Commission, reducing the estimated weight 
of the boxes on the one class from fifty-five to fifty, and on the other from 
about eighty-seven to eighty, and doing away with the tariff on the box 
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itself and this proposed reduction now, what will the reduction be from 
the present specific rate ? 

Mr. MORRILL. My impression is that the charges on these articles | 
of glass are very heavy, and the change referred to would make a very | 
serious reduction. The amount proposed by the general provision and 
py this, I think, would be at least 2U per cent. 

“Mr. SEWELL. The amountonthe box would beabout 10 per cent., 
and on the estimated weight about 5, and this last reduction would be 
5 or 6 per cent. ; so that the Finance Committee recommend on this arti- 
cle a reduction in the tariff of a little over 20 per cent., which I hope | 
will not be adopted. 

Mr. MORRILL. Not quite so much as that. 

Mr. HAWLEY. Isee here by the schedules which the committee 
has been using that some of this glass has been paying a duty of 84 per 
cent. 

Mr. MORRILL. From 60 to 80 per cent. 

Mr. HAWLEY. Some manufacturers among my constituents use 2 | 
very large quantity of common window-glass. They assert that the 
present duty upon that is equivalent to 80 per cent., and they say that 
they can not find the kind they need in the United States, and they 
think 80 per cent. is much more protection than anybody ought to have 
or needs to have on that class of goods. I certainly shall support the 
committee in the proposed reduction and would cheerfully vote for a 
much greater reduction. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr. HARRIs in the chair). The ques- 
tion is on the amendment proposed by the Senator from Vermont [ Mr. 
MORRILL]. 

The amendment was agreed to. 

Mr. MORRILL. There was an amendment suggested by the Senator 
from Kentucky [Mr. BEcK] as to ‘‘cast polished plate-glass.’’ I hope 


that after a night’s cheerful rest he will not ask to have any change | 
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Kansas has attempted to make does not affect the question which is 
presented here. 

I might call the attention of the Senate in a little more detail to the 
facts with reference to this industry. I stated yesterday that Mr. De 
Pauw’s establishment at New Albany had sunk $600,000. 

Mr. INGALLS. How long has he been established in Indiana ? 
Mr. HARRISON. I have not the date here, but a few years betore 
1879. 

Mr. INGALLS. He has been there four or five years ? 

Mr. HARRISON. Yes. I can not now recall exactly the time, but 
| much longer than that. 

Mr. INGALLS. Nearly ten years? 
Mr. HARRISON. About seven years I think. It appears that the 
Saint Louis factory sunk $500,000, then changed hands, and since that 
| time has only made a profit of about 7 per cent. in all, or 1 per cent. a 
year. The Jeffersonville factory in Indiana sunk about $300,000, and 
so with the factories in Kentucky, Pennsylvania, and Massachusetts 
At the best now, with the tariff as it stands to-day, this report from the 
Census Bureau shows that not more than 5 percent. per annum is being 
realized upon this class of manufactures. If the reduction which the 
Senator from Kentucky proposes should be adopted by the Senate it 
would certainly obliterate the small part of the protit which exists in 
this branch of manufacture. 

Mr. BECK. The Senate bill was 40 cents per square foot. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Chair will state to the Senator 
from Kentucky that yesterday there was an amendment proposed strik 
ing out ‘‘forty’’ and inserting ‘‘fifty,’? which amendment was st the 
time agreed to, but upon the request of the Senator trom Kentucky th: 
Chair understands that it was regarded as reconsidered, and hence the 
pending question is tostrike out ‘forty ’’ and insert ‘fifty ’’ in line 482 

Mr. BECK. That is right. I was afraid it had been adopted when 


made in line 482. It is on the very highest priced plate-glass, of which | I first spoke. 


I think a single plate is all that is packed in a box, and the boxing 
therefore is exceedingly expensive. 

Mr. BECK. In looking over the schedule as furnished by the Treas- 
ury Department, I find that all this glass ‘‘ above 24 by 30 inches and 
not above 24 by 60” is now paying at the rate of 25 cents per square 
foot. Of that class goods to the value of $395,478, paying a revenue of 
$247,550.40, were entered during the last year, and the average rate ad 
valorem upon those goods was 62.60 per cent. 

On the item to which I called attention, which reads ‘‘ above 24 by 60 
inches,’’ the rate of taxation jumps from 62.60 to 120.93 per cent.; that 
is tosay, a grade of glass that may be 25 or 26 inches by 61 or 62 inches, 
the slightest grade above what is now paying at the rate of 62 per cent., 
is taxed up to 120.93 per cent. In other words, on this class upon a 
valuation of $601,663 the duty collected was $727,609. That seems to 
me to be altogether out of proportion. 

Mr. ALLISON. What would the Senator suggest ? 

Mr. BECK. I suggest to strike out ‘‘fifty’’ and insert **forty.”’ 
The difference between 20 cents a square foot and 40 cents asquare toot 
between the two grades would make ample allowance for all the in- 
creased value of the higher article. Much of these goods is used by shop- 
keepersin their windows. . It seems to me that a duty of 123 per cent., 
carrying it up 62, is too high. 

Mr. INGALLS. Probably the Senator from Kentucky has forgotten 
that the Senator from Indiana stated that this is rendered necessary b) 
the greatly increased rate of wages paid to American operatives, which 
he said were two or three times those paid to English and French oper- 
atives. I find by computation from the one hundred and eighteenth 
census bulletin that the annual rate of wages paid to those who are em- 
ployed in the manufacture of this article is $316, something less than a 
dollaraday. That being the case, it is obvious that the wages of oper- 


atives in England and France must be certainly low, and that accounts | 


for the great duty that is imposed on this article here. 
Mr. BECK. The Senator from Kansas I think agrees with me that 


there is a good deal of miscalculation and misunderstanding about | 


wages. 

Mr. INGALLS. I took the entire aggregate of wages that is reported 
on page 4 of this bulletin and divided it by the entire number of op- 
eratives employed, and the result is a little less than $316 per annum. 

Mr. HARRISON. Yes, Mr. President, but the Senator trom Kansas 
should recollect that in that calculation he is taking in a very large 
amount of unskilled labor, and has averaged the amount of wages re- 
ceived by each one by dividing the total amount received by the total 
number of operatives. The Senator will find that the comparison of 
wages as given on page 1532 of the Tariff Commission report, embrac- 
ing those laborers who are really skilled laborers, shows that the wages 


of the foremen of the casting house per week are, American, $22.50; | 
French, only $13; German, only $9.37, and Belgium, $9, as against | 


$22.50 for this country. The casting-house mixers receive here $8.33; 
in Germany they are paid but $5.62; and in Belgium $5.50. So as to 
the furnace and table men, so as to the grinding men, so as to all the 
skilled labor employed here; it is a class of labor which is expensive. 
Of course there is about an establishment like this, making not simply 


The PRESIDING OFFICER. It had been, but was regarded as ‘1 
considered by unanimous consent. 

Mr. BECK. Then my suggestion is to allow the text of the bill to 
stand in that regard. I said that if there was a mistake about it and 
any statistics could be obtained which the Senator trom Indiana | Mi 
VOORHEES] perhaps would be able to lay his hands on by this morning, 

| 1 would wait until I heard from him betore I pressed the suggestion 
| That was all I wished. 

Mr. VANCE. I do not rise to make a speech, but I ask the Senator 
from Indiana [Mr. HARRISON ] what authority he read from to show the 
price of labor in Europe ? 

Mr. HARRISON. IL read trom the table appended to the testimony 
of Mr. De Pauw before the Tariff Commission. 

Mr. VANCE. There is nothing more absurd than the estimates of 
the prices of labor in Europe and in this country given to us, because 
they are prepared in this country by parties who are largely interested 
in making their own payments of labor as large as possible end the 
wages of labor in Europe as small as possible, tor the sake of the con 
trast. J have in my hand the address of Mr. Isaae Cline, who repre 
sents himself as being a member of the Glass Manutreturing Association 
of Pittsburgh. The address was delivered before the tariff convention, 
in which he uses the following words: 

From January 1, 1880, to January 1, 1881, about 150,000 packages of window 
glass have been landed in the city of New York, independent of plate and pol 
ished glass. About 97 per cent. of this glass was made in Belgium, where a 
higher rate of wages is paid for blowing cylinder window-glass than in any othe: 
country in Europe, and nearly equal to the wages paid in our own country 

So it seems that this gentleman representing the glass-workfng in 
dustry of this country acknowledged that the wages paid in Belgium 
were nearly equal to what were paid in this country. So this schedule 
of duties laid upon glass, which I had the honor to call the attention 
| of the Senate to vesterday, can not meritoriously and justly be based 
upon the high price of wages paid to labor in this country. 

The section has been changed by an amendment of the Finance Com 
| mittee, but I give notice that in the Senate I shall move to reduce the 
| rate still further on common window-glass. Iam very thankful to the 
committee for getting this much. I believe it amounts to about 124 
per cent. Sixty thousand dollars, I am informed by the Senator from 
Kentucky, who has made the calculation, is reduced from the amount 
we pay on common window-glass; and then when you multiply that 
| by 34 or 4 for the domestic production, the saving to the American peo 
ple by even this little reduction, the greatest concession of the Finance 
Committee, will amount to several hundred thousand dollars on this 
one article of necessity. I give notice that I will move in the Senate to 
reduce it still lower. 

Mr. VOORHEES. Mr. President, the subject of glass, and especially 
the manufacture of plate-glass, was very carefully considered by the 
Finance Committee. It is comparatively a new industry in this coun 
try, and there isa history connected with it that issomewhat surprising. 
I believe I am safe in saying that Mr. De Pauw’s, at New Albany, are 
the only works which remain in the original hands that started them 
in the United States. They have been systematic failures all over the 
| country; and if it had not been for his great capacity and his ability 





plate-glass but window-glass and bottles, a very large amount of com- | financially as well, he would have been borne down as other enterpris- 
paratively unskilled labor, so that the average which the Senator from | ing persons were in this work. 
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It is true, now, that up to January 1, 1877, Mr. De Pauw with his 
works at New Albany, which seem to excite so much jealousy and dis- 
trust in certain quarters, had lost over $600,000; and since that time 
he has not made more than 5 per cent. per annum on his investment. 
I make that statement in the hearing of the Senate and of the country. 

Further, Mr. President, there was a factory of glass started at Saint 
Louis, which, after losing over $500,000 in trying to compete, without 
a proper tariff, with foreign manufactures, especially in France, changed 
hands, and has only in the last few years been able to make a profit of 
something like 7 per cent. Works of this kind were also started at 
Jeffersonville and lost over $300,000. The Louisville works lost over 
$400,000, the Pennsylvania works lost over $600,000, and the Massa- 
chusetts glass-works lost over $1,100,000; and it has only been since 
the present tariff rates have been laid, and these works have adjusted 
themselves somewhat to the rates, that there is any degree of prosperity 
at all. 

The Finance Committee regarded that as a strong argument in favor 
of letting the present rates alone. We had not heard any great com- 
plaint in the country in regard to the price of glass, especially the large 
glass of which I shall speak more fully directly; and we did see that 
these great industries had become permanent and strong enough to sus- 
tain themselves under the present rates of duty. Soon full considera- 
tion it was unanimously, as I understood—and the subject was very 
specifically considered—agreed in the committee that the present rates 
of duty on glass of the various sizes of manufacture should remain as 
they have been fixed for years. 

Mr. President, it is very easy to attack. The Senator from North 
Carolina makes an attack upon the duty laid on window-glass. I do not 
know how much it is, but [ have a reliable table in my hand, for the 
reliability of which I vouch, which shows that the average of duty ony 
glass is avery reasonable and fair one. Commencing with window-glass, 
ior instance, above 10 by 15 inches and not above 16 by 24 inches, I find 
that the duty is 15 per cent. and a fraction over. Take the next grade, 
the larger glass, above 16 by 24 and not above 24 by 30 inches, and it 
will be found that the duty under the present rate is 21 per cent. and a 
fraction over. On larger glass still, above 24 by 30 and not above 24 by 
60, the duty is 62.60 percent, Then we come to the point made by the 
Senator from Kentucky in regard to the plate-glass proper, and that, it 
is true, has a high rate of duty when considered by itself. Now, I ask 
the Senator from Kentucky and I ask the Senator from North Carolina, 
who are the people, what class of people use this plate-glass? I have 
shown that the poor man, in his small house, on his window-panes has 
a duty of but 15 per cent. The Senator from Kentucky rises here and 
declaims against 120 per cent. That applies only to one class of manu- 
factured glass, and that used alone by the rich. There is not a poor 
man in the United States, there is not a man in middle circumstances, 
medium circumstances, who is engaged in using large heavy plate-glass. 
There is not a thousand dollars’ worth of plate-glass used in the State 
of North Carolina, and I speak with entire respect of North Carolina as 
I do of my own State. I say that the plain people of Kentucky, whom 
| regard equally with the people of Indiana, do not use it. Iam familiar 
with their ways and habits of life, and among the millions who inhabit 
that great valley the rarest thing to see is the use of this curious article 
about which my friend from North Carolina is so sensitive. 

Mr. VANCE. Will the Senator submit to an interruption ? 

Mr. VOORHEES. Of course, 

Mr. VANCE. | would ask him what portion of my remarks or which 
one of my votes has indicated that I was trying to keep the duty down 
on plate-glass. 1 was speaking for the cabin and the cottage, not for the 
palace. 

Mr. VOORHEES. Iam glad to hear that; but I thought the Sena- 
tor from North Carolina was running amuck generally on the subject. 

Mr. VANCE. No, sir. I wanted to know the reason why the com- 
mon glass was about 50 per cent. and the plate-glass 15.19. 

Mr. VOORHEES. I have shown that common glass is not over 15 
per cent., and for all the smaller panes like those we see here looking 
through the windows about us the duty will not average a rate of over 20 
per cent., according to the table I have here by me. Take the whole 
average of glass, the large and small sizes, and the rate stands just about 
as I indicated last evening, from 50 to 55 per cent. 

One hundred and twenty per cent. duty sounds large. The Senator 
from Kentucky is right in saying that it sounds large; but I wish Sena- 
tors to understand that that only applies to heavy plate-glass, glass so 
heavy that each plate is bought by itself. That rate does not apply to 
the glass which is in common use among the farmers or middle classes 
in the country. Plate-glass is used by the Vanderbilts, by the Goulds, 
by the millionaires, by the great houses. I ask the Senate what article 
can be pointed out in the whole range of this bill that should better 
afford a high duty and thus encourage labor and protect trade in this 
country than the very article we are talking of now. 

Mr. President, I hope the work of the committee will not be disturbed 
on this great question. I think the work of the committee has been 
wisely and well done on this branch of the bill. As I said, it is easy to 
declaim and to object; but where a work has been conscientiously done 
as this was, in committee, with so little divergence of opinion, I think 
the duty of this body is to let that work alone. 





Now, a word as to the attack the Senator from North Carolina made 
last evening upon Mr. De Pauw. I do not stand here to say more of 
that gentleman than that he is one of the most prominent, able, anc 
public-spirited citizens not only of Indiana but of the United States 
I have received a dispatch from him but a few moments ago, which | 
will take the liberty of reading on the floor of the Senate. With tha: 
kindness and politeness which characterize him he telegraphs me in the 
following words: 

New ALBANY, IND., January 20, 1883 
Hon. D. W. VoorHEES, United States Senate: 


Assure Senator Vance that I paid full duty on machinery ; never had any con): 
in free. Never imported Belgian glass-blowers. 
W.C. DE PAUW 


And those who know him know that that is as true as if it was writ 
ten between the leaves of the Bible. That is all I care to say at this 
time. I hope and trust that the Senate will not disturb the bill as i: 
stands upon this question. I think something isdue tothe careful con- 
sideration bestowed on this bill by the committee. Consequently | 
said early in this discussion that unless controlling reasons were give) 
to me why an item should be changed, why a rate of duty agreed upon 
in committee without contest should be raised or lowered, I thought i: 
was due to my position as a member of the committee to sustain it- 
work. 

Mr. BECK. One word. The Senator from Indiana, I think, is some 
what mistaken in assuming that the ‘‘ cast polished plate-glass, unsil- 
vered,’’ are articles that are used only by the Vanderbilts, and men oi 
great wealth over the country. I understand that this character of glass 
is used more largely than anywhere else in the store windows, in the 
shops, in places where men have goods to display; and of course they 
have to use this plate-glass in such a way as to display their wares to 
the best advantage. It reaches to every shop-window of any reasonal|« 
respectability in the country. The owners of these shops generally are 
not men who are millionaires, or of the class described by the Senator 
from Indiana. This reaches to every class of people, as the importa 
tions show, for if you will turn to the schedules you will observe that 
there were imported 1,455,218 square feet of this kind of glass, of the 
value of $610,663. They paid a duty of $727,609, an average of 120.95 
per cent. The committee in the bill reduced the duty on that class 
from 50 to 40 cents a square foot, which, by the vote of yesterday, was 
restored to 50; but that question is now open. The Senate thought the 
tax was too high. Cutting it down to 90 per cent. surely ought to at- 
ford sufficient protection. Changing it from 50 cents to 40 has that 
effect. That is the bill as reported, and I propose to stand by it. Alter 
this was done the Senator from Indiana [Mr. VOORHEES] believed that 
we were mistaken in there being such a high percentage as that, and 
on his calling attention to the fact, I said, I for one, and I believe a}! 
the committee, agreed if there is a mistake about it, if the rate in the 
bill does not afford the protection we think it does, we will consider it 
We have no desire to cut this down below everything else, and yeste: 
day afternoon I made this statement: 

There was one paragraph over that I desire to call attention to. The 
Senator from Alabama as’ a question about it. 

I alluded to the Senator from Alabama [}{r. MORGAN], who was on 
his feet at-the time. 

We propose to increase all not above 24 by 60 to 25 cents, which is a large in 
portation. All above that we had made it 40 cents per square foot in committee. 
and have just now made it 50 cents. That appears by the official returns to be 
120.98 per cent. I was anxious to hear something about that and thought tht 
was one of the reserved questions. 

Then the Senator from Indiana [Mr. VoORHEES] remarked: 


I have not the figures at hand; I had them atonetime; I have had them hunte: 
for this afternoon, but without findingthem. The figures asI saw them and e-ti 
them made the percentage that the Senator speaks of as 120about 55. | 
think there is an error, but I am not prepared to demonstrate it by figures at Uh) 
moment, I think that isa mistake. I know that when Mr. De Pauw was hove 
he insisted that the rate would not be over 5 per cent. upon the article winch 
the Senator from Kentucky now speaks of, and he submitted his figures in prow! 
of his statement, but I have not got them now. 


Mr. VOORHEES. On examining the papers as well as I have been 
able to do since last evening, I am satisfied that the duty on the large 
plate-glass is as stated by the Senator from Kentucky; but taken in 
connection with the small glass, the fact is that my statement of from 
50 to 55 per cent. average on glass is correct. The duty is low upon 
small glass, and gets higher as the glass gets larger, and that is the wa) 
it ought to be, in my judgment. That is the statement I desire to make 
now, in addition to what I said last evening. 

Mr. BECK. I have no doubt the Senator from Indiana has sought to 
arrive at the exact facts, and so have I. I have no desire to cut down 
the workmen of Mr. De Pauw or any other workmen; but when we 
jump from 62 per cent. to 120 per cent. when an article is an inch one 
way and an inch the other larger than the 62 per cent. rate, and when 
as I believe these very articles are used in all the modern shop window= 
of the country, and they are things that men have to put in their shop- 
windows to keep up appearances, because a great deal depends on ap- 
pearances in the selling of some goods, the action of the committee a» 
originally taken ought to stand. It was at one time thought there 
was a mistake about it; but, as I now think, the action was proper be- 
cause of the immense percentage on these articles. We ought to stand 
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by the action of the committee and not change it as was proposed to be 
done yesterday afternoon. 

I think 40 cents a square foot will be a protection of about 90 or 95 
per cent. on this class of goods. I believe that will be satisfactory to 
all of the workmen in this class of glass. Thatis my judgment about it. 

Mr. DAWES. I do not wish to prolong this discussion; but I have 
some information in regard to the manufacture of glass, perhaps as 
much as I have in reference to any matter in this tariff bill. I was on 
the Committee of Ways and Means of the other House when the present 
rates were established, and I think the Senator from Kentucky—my 
memory is not quite fixed about that—was on the committee at the 
same time. I know that the late Speaker of the House, Mr. Kerr, of 
* Indiana, who was a resident of New Albany and had a personal know]- 
edge of all the matters of detail, was upon that committee, and after 
an examination by him with that fidelity which he addressed every 
matter of legislation, and with all his theories and principles in refer- 
ence to duties like those of the Senator from North Carolina and the 
Senator from Kentucky, the Committee of Ways and Means, so faras I 
can recollect, were unanimous in adjusting the tariff on that occasion 
on these goods on the principle on which it stands, in which they had 
the hearty support of the gentleman to whom I have alluded. He 
could not have been biased in any matter of legislation by any special 
interest; he rose above all that; but his theories were fixed, and he 
acted upon the principle which I doubt not the Senator from Kentucky 
and the Senator from North Carolina act upon to-day; and that was that 
he would not so legislate as to destroy the manufacture of glass in this 
country; in other words, that to be dependent upon the foreign product 
for our window-glass would be a condition of things in the United States 
that no citizen would desire to find it in, and no citizen would be guilty 
of any legislation that would contribute to that end. “ 

That was the view of all those who framed the existing tariff on these 
articles. He, upon personal examination, was satisfied that it could 
not compete here and be admitted free. It was utterly impossible «l- 
though we had the material out of which window-glass and plate-glass, 
rough and polished, could be made, of a better quality than is ever im- 
ported, and finer sand producing a clearer glass than any that we have 
imported; yet it was perfectly demonstrated that unless there was some 
duty upon the manufactured article we should be ina condition of ab- 
solute dependence upon the foreign manufacturer for our window-glass, 
to say nothing of the rough or polished plate-glass, « condition that no 
man would desire to have us in. 

Then the question came up how much was necessary in order to make 
the glass manufacture a living business here. That was the study when 
this existing tariff was formed, and it was supposed then to have been 
fixed at.as low a point as would maintain the manufacture of glass in this 
country. The experience under it has been this: When the present 
tariff was enacted there were but two establishments in this country that 


were trying to make polished plate-glass. There were one or two more | 











and subsistence or to their wages, or both, all which aids us in keeping 
up this manufacture here, and will ultimately solve to a great extent 
this whole question over which there is a controversy now here in the 
Senate Chamber. It is equalizing up at both ends, and the operative 
gets the advantage of it. 

The census and other returns show that the manufacture of all kinds 
of glass has fallen very far shortof almost every other manutacture in 
its remuneration. The manufacture of rough plate and polished plate 
glass barely keeps its head above water with the existing tariff. Although, 
as I said, that great establishment in Massachusetts succumbed, went 
under, yet on its ruins there is a new effort by new men in a moderate 
way to try again the experiment. 

I wish that the Committee on Finance had seen their way clear not 
to have advised any reduction on window-glass, but I am not disposed 
as a general thing to antagonize that committee. 1 can not but think 
that if they understood the case as thoroughly—I do not want to say as 
thoroughly as that committee which framed the existing law, but as 
thoroughly as the Tariff Commission did who heard these men—they 
would not have moved this amendment. However, I shall not object 
to the amendment they bring in this morning, but if you go below that. 
the effect, in my opinion, will be to put this country in the position ot 
one that depends upon foreign manufactures even tor the lights of the 
windows of its people. 

Mr. VANCE. Mr. President, I ought to say a word in relation to a 
statement made by the Senator from Indiana whom I do not now see 
in his seat [Mr. VooRHEES]. If L understood him correctly he stated 
that the duty on common window-glass was about 15 per cent. The 
statement that I made was based upon the calculation which is laid 
before us by the Chief of the Bureau of Statistics of the Treasury Lx 
partment, showing the amount of duty levied upon certain articles, the 
amount of importations under that duty, the amount of duty paid, and 
then reducing the specific to the ad valorem rate for the information of 
the Senate, and that statement reads as follows 

Unpolished, eylinder, crown, and common window-glass, not exceeding 10 
by 1) inches square 


Is taxed 1} cents per pound, equivalent according to the statement 


| of the statistician to—— 





that made rough plate-glass, but there were only two in this country | 


that were trying to make polished plate-glass; one was this gentleman's 
at New Albany, and one was in my own State. The one in my own 
State I knew all about. There never was a more frugal and prudent 
and enterprising set of men than those who undertook to manufacture 
plate-glass, rough and polished, in Massachusetts. They ran their es- 
tablishment as economically as possible; they got their employés as low 
as they could, with the freedom on their part to go anywhere where 
they could get the highest wages. They were compelled to pay the 
average cost of wages or else lose their employés. They struggled on 
year after year till finally that establishment succumbed; it was utterly 
unable under the existing law to manufacture, although sand as white 
as the driven snow lay in the hillsides right in sight of the establish- 
ment. Yet such was the great disparity between the wages they were 
compelled to pay to keep their men and those that are paid abroad, that 
they could not in Massachusetts manufacture plate-glass, and they suc- 
cumbed. 

That left only the establishment at New Albany, at the head of which 
was a man of great enterprise and iron will, and more capital behind 
him than the other, who determined that he would not succumb; but 
he was compelled, as I have understood, to take his polished plate-glass 
establishment to Saint Louis, where there happens to be a peculiar kind 
of material used for the polishing, by which he is enabled, under the 
existing law, to maintain the polished plate-glass establishment at Saint 
Louis, which is the only one, I believe, now, or certainly was then, the 
only one in the country. Ido not want any such legislation as will 
extinguish the only effort to manufacture that article here. 

As to the window-glass, there are more manufacturers of window- 
glass in this country, but it is a struggling effort yet, and will be until 
the condition of things constantly equalizing up on the other side shall 
cometo ourrescue. Itis costing every day more to manufacture abroad, 
and that will contribute with this existing tariff. The operative abroad 
is brought close home to the operative here, closer every day in facilities 
of communication, in transition backward and forward of information 
to relatives. Men go back and tell their neighbors and associates and 
relatives among the operatives there the difference in the conditions of 
life here and there; and in order to keep their people there foreign em- 
ployers are obliged every day to add something either to their comfort 





Mr. MORRILL. I desire to call the attention of the Senator from 
North Carolina to the fact that the point referred to by him now as 
stated by the Senator from Indiana was that on the plate-glass which is 
used more commonly of the dimensions of 10 by 15 the present duty is 
16 per cent. 

Mr. VANCE. I think not. I think I have stated it correctly 
When I stated that I had been laboring not for the palace-owner but 
for the cottage and the cabin the Senator from Indiana turned and said 
he was glad to hear it, and as he understood it the duty on that com 
mon window-glass was about 15 per cent. 

Mr. MORRILL. If hesaidso hewasinerror. It was the other kind 
of glass that I think was referred to generally by him 

Mr. VANCE. I rose to say that either he was mistaken or the statis 
tician of the Treasury, who made up these figures, was very widely 
mistaken, because the duty on common window-glass, as I was proceed 
ing to say when the Senator from Vermont so summarily took me of! 
my feet, is 1) cents per pound, which, being reduced to the vernacular 
or to the ad valorem, means 59.72 per cent. for the lowest kind used by 
the commonest and poorest class of people in the United States who 
use glass at all in their windows, nearly 60 per cent. Then for sizes not 
exceeding 16 by 24 inches, 2 cents per pound, which, being reduced to 
ad valorem, is 74.16 per cent. On the next size above that, not exceed 
ing 24 by 30 inches, the duty is 82.33 per cent., and above that 3 cents 
per pound, or 84.78 per cent. 

That is the description of common glass used by the people of this 
country, from the cheapest and the smallest to the greatest size ot 
‘‘unpolished, cylinder, crown, and common window-glass,’’ and the 
duty paid upon that is three times the duty paid upon unsilvered pol 
ished plate-glass and silvered polished ptate-glass, to wit: The unsil 
vered polished plate-glass not exceeding 10 by 15 inches square is 3 
cents per square foot, or 16.03 per cent. ad valorem; above that, and not 
exceeding 16 by 24 inches square, 5 cents per square foot, or 15.19 per 
cent. ad valorem; above that, and not exceeding 24 by 30 inches square, 
8 cents per square foot, or 21.46 per cent. ad valorem; above that, and 
not exceeding 24 by 60 inches square, 25cents per square foot, made 20 
by the bill, equivalent to 62.60 per cent., or about 50 per cent., as | 
take it, if the provision of the bill making it 20 cents a square foot in 
stead of 25 cents is carried out. And the next above that is 50 cents 
per square foot, equivalent to 120,93, which the committee made 40 
cents and now want to restore to 50, according to the present tariff and 
to the recommendation of the Tariff Commission. 

Those are the rates given. Certainly there can be no dispute between 
the Senator from Indiana and myself about those rates; and certainly 
the common window-glass, not to repeat myself too often, in use by the 
whole people of this country, by the farmers and the country people and 
the workmen and the mechanics wherever they have a cottage or a cabin 
and use glass at all, pays about three times as much as the polished, 
plate, silvered and unsilvered glass which goes into the mansion of the 
wealthier man. 
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Now, sir, I want to do justice even to a manufacturer of plate-glass. 
I stated the other day in debate that I had been informed that a bill 
had been procured to be passed for the benefit of Mr. De Pauw, allow- 
ing him to import his machinery free. My informant was at that time 
a member of the House, and the bill did pass the House. I haveit in 
my drawer here and I showed it to the Senator from Indiana; but it 
seems that the bill failed to pass the Senate. My information, there- 
fore, was incorrect; the bill did not become a law, although it was asked 
for and passed one House. So much for that. 

I also stated upon the authority of aman by the name of Bishop that 
Mr. De Pauw, for his glass-works at New Albany, Indiana, had imported 
a lot of Belgian glass-blowers to take the places of some American la- 
borers who were turned out into the streets without employment, and 
i read in support of Bishop’s statement the statement trom the son of 
Mr. De Pauw, who is the manager of his works, before the Tariff Com- 
mission, in these words: 

Being a new industry, we have been obliged to import men who have under- 
stood the business in order to build it up in this country. 

The telegram which the Senator from Indiana read from De Pauw, 
and which I hold in my hand, denies the statement in such a manner, 
| suppose, as would bear out the truth of his denial. 

ogy Senator Vance that I paid full duty on machinery ; 
in free. 

I give him the benetit of that absolutely. 

Never imported Belgian glass-blowers. 


never had any come 


You see, Mr. President, the denial is based upon the fact of the as- 
sertion that the men imported were glass-blowers and that they were 
Belgians; but it does not cover the substance of the statement that he 
did import foreign labor and that they were glass-workers, though they 
may not have been glass-blowers and they may not have been Belgians. 

Mr. HARRISON. Will the Senator from North Carolina allow me 
to send to the desk and have read a letter which will remove the quib- 
ble which he seems to make upon the telegram ? 

Mr. VANCE. If the Senator will permit me tosay that the quibble 
is not mine, but the quibble is Mr. De Pauw’s, then I will allow him, 
of course, to have the letter read. 

Mr. HARRISON. Certainly I will allow him to say that; yet I think 
the criticism of the Senator is not justified by the language of Mr. De 
Pauw. 

Mr. VOORHEES. — I will not allow the Senator from North Carolina 
to set a criticism of his own on Mr. De Pauw. This dispatch comes 
trom Mr. De Pauw without any solicitation of mine. He has evidently 
seen in the general press dispatches a statement of the remarks made 
by the Senator from North Carolina yesterday. What he saw I do not 
know, and the Senator does not know; and if the Senator from North 
Carolina wants the precise information on which Mr. De Pauw wrote 
his dispatch, it would be fairer to criticise the telegram then than to 
do it now. 

Mr. VANCE, The Senator will bear me witness that I made no crit- 
icism of that in the nature of attributing to it a quibble until it was 
suggested by the Senator from Indiana, the Senator’s colleague. 

Mr. HARRISON, Willthe Senator from North Carolinaallow me to 
say that the charge he brought against Mr. De Pauw was upon the tes- 
timony of O. A. Bishop, which is found on page 1038, volume 1 of the 
Tariff Commission report? That evidence was distinctly that Mr. De 
Pauw had imported glass-blowers. That was whatthe Senator charged. 
Mr. De Pauw was intormed of the charge, and his denial is as broad as 
the accusation; and I think if the Senator will listen to the letter which 
I have now sent to the desk to be read, he will be satisfied that the 
only laborers, as I said the other day, imported by Mr. De Pauw were 
those laborers who could not be furnished in this country, but had to be 
brought from a country where the plate-glass manufacture was known. 
How could anybody start a plate-glass factory in this country without 
having somebody who knew how to make it? There was no one in 
this country that did. The charge the Senator brought was that Mr. 
De Pauw had imported glass-blowers, and that class of labor can be 
found in this country. If the Senator will hear the letter from Mr. 
De Pauw read I think he will agree that he has put in a pretty broad 
denial of that accusation. — + 

Mr. VANCE. I think the Senator from Indiana is the only one now 
keeping the letter from being read. Iam not, I am sure. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Secretary will read the letter. 

The Principal Legislative Clerk read as follows: 

New ALBANY, Ivp., January 18, 1883. 


our telegram saying that Senator Vance uses 


My Dear Generac: I have ing 
r. Bishop before the Tariff Commission, on page 


against us the testimony of a 
1038 

As we never heard of Mr. Bishopand have not the testimony taken before the 
Tariff Commission and have been unable to find it either here or at Louisville, 


weasked you by Sas. , “Who is —— and what does he allege?” To Chien 
we have your night te n and the words following: “B ~ +b 
iron-worker, said you had trouble with your glass-blowers ; sent t igiumand 


hired men on three-year labor contracts at one-third wages paid by you before.”’ 
It affords us great pleasure to assure you that there is no truth w ver in Mr. 
— statement. We never impo wers from Belgium or any 
d, and as to wages, we are now paying and have always giass-blow- 

-= and all other glass-workers in all departments the association -araeh when’ 


I repeat and emphasize it that Mr. Bishop's statement is made out of whole 
cloth and is absolutely false. 
It has been a pleasant life work with me to give employment to a very large 
number of men and Ry them the ped highest wages the business would justify 
I believe my men fully appreciate this and that I have their confidence and 
respect, and they oapeed meas their friend, and I am sure there is no dissatisfa 
tion among them. 


Very respectfully, yours, 
Hon. B. Harrison, United States Senate. 


Mr. VANCE. That is substantially what is in the telegram, exce)t 
that the telegram is more condensed. The gist of the statement, to: 
the purposes of this discussion of course, was that this manufacture: 
who was claiming protection in behalf of American labor had absolute], 
employed foreign labor. 
Mr. HARRISON. If the Senator will allow me to interrupt him, 
that was not the gist of the accusation—— 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. Does the Senator from North Carolina 
yield to the Senator from Indiana? 
Mr. VANCE. Yes, sir. 
Mr. HARRISON. The accusation was that Mr. De Pauw had im- 
ported glass-blowers, and the testimony of Mr. Bishop was read to that 
effect. If the Senator had made the charge that he had imported 
another class of workmen, that would have been submitted to Mr. De 
Pauw for his confirmation or denial. Certainly it is not kind in the 
Senator to suggest that Mr. De Pauw’s denial is too narrow when it is 
quite as wide as the charge 
Mr. VANCE. Ido not think the Senator from Indiana understco:! 
what I said; perhaps he did not hear it correctly. I said that for «|! 
the purposes of this debate the gist of the charge’ was that this man had 
employed foreign labor to the exclusion of American labor, and I say 
that that is true. I do not pretend to say that it is important whethe 
they were from Belgium or elsewhere, so that they were foreigners, 01 
whether they were glass-blowers or not. 
Mr. HARRISON. Will the Senatorallow me to interrupt him again ’ 
Mr. VANCE. I preferthat the Senatorshould wait until I get through. 
Mr. HARRISON. If the Senator in his good nature will yield this 
time I will promise him not to say a word more. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. Willthe Senator from North Carolina 
yield ? 
Mr. VANCE. I will try it once more. 
Mr. HARRISON. The Senator says the gist of the charge was that 
Mr. De Pauw had employed foreign labor to the exclusion of native la- 
bor. TLask the Senator whether he has any information that Mr. Dx 
Pauw ever brought over any laborer when the place could have been 
supplied by any man living in America, and whether the fact is not 
that he brought men to fill places that no one in this country could till’ 
Mr. VANCE. That isentirely begging the question. Whetherthere 
is any man in America who could do the same work that « European 
could, of course Mr. De Pauw is to be the judge of, and we have hi- 
own statement here that he did import foreign labor, It did not come 
seeking employment; he brought it over here, the statement is: li 
went after it and brought it to this country; and if the introduction 
of foreign labor displaces American labor, then of course the labor that 
was brought over here by Mr. De Pauw did displace American labor to 
that extent. There was no harm in that; I am not assailing the man 
for getting the best labor that he can and the cheapest. There is no 
oarm in the world in his going to Belgium or to Nova Scotia or to an) 
other portion of this mundane sphere to get labor if it served his pur- 
pose better than labor he could get at home. I am not assailing hii 
for that; I amassailing the general principle of men getting foreign |:- 
bor in their factories, and that labor being employed in a labor market 
cheapened by competition with the whole world, and then asking that 
their products shall be put up and made dear by shutting off the com 
petition of the whole world as to their products. That is what I w .- 
assailing; and all of this special pleading, this confession and a\ojc- 
ance of Mr. De Pauw in denying that these men were Belgians, and in 
denying that they were glass-blowers, I am willing to let pass for whit 
it is worth. I do not care anything about it. 
The general proposition I was trying to maintain was that it is i 
false cry that these men are giving out to the country when they a=! 
for legislation in their behalf in order that they may protect American 
labor in their employ when that labor can not speak the English tonguc 
and had just landed in this country and when it had been brought 
here. That is all right in the course of business. That is according t.) 
free-trade doctrine. Let them go and get labor wherever they can in 
the world, and get it as cheap as they can, as they do undoubted!) 
They buy their labor in the market for what it is worth; and not ac- 
cording to the amount of tariff imposed for their benefit. They neve: 
do that, and that is what I was complaining of. But let that all go: 
I care nothing about it. In the general statement that I made I quoted 
the authority that I gave for it, and I quoted the language of the au- 
thority. It turns out that Mr. De Pauw denies that there is a word ot 
truth in the story of Bishop. Very well; let it go. There is some 
truth in his own story that he brought in foreign labor here. I believe 
that is all I have to say. 
Mr. VOORHEES. Mr. President, I am not willing that this matter 
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rope to compete with labor at New Albany, Mr. De Pauw has never Mr. SHERMAN. Here it is ip print 

done anything of the kind. I know the facts. The Senator from North Mr. BECK. Very well; the Senate can vote upon it 

Carolina would rake the impression, he sought to make the impression The PRESIDING OFFICER. The question is on the amendment 
yesterday, and clings to it now, that Mr. De Pauw’s plea in behalf of | proposed by the Senator rrom Vermont {Mr. MORRILL] to strike out 
this great industry and in behalf of American labor is a false one because | *‘ forty’? and insert “‘tifty’’ in line 482. 

he has brought European labor here to the exclusion of American labor. Mr. MORRILL ealled for the veas and nays 


I will state the tact. Mr. De Pauw employs more than a thousand The yeas and gays were ordered, and the Principal Legislative Clerk 
laborers, and of that number there are perhaps half a dozen in his em- | proceeded to call the roll. 
ploy, possibly a few more, who had learned how to do what nobody in Mr. CAMERON, of Pennsylvania (when his name was ealled). On 


this country had been called on to learn. In other words, this is anew | this question I am paired with the Senator from South Carolina [M1 

industry. Mr. De Pauw’s works have not been in existence ten years; | BUTLER]. If he were present, | should vote ‘* yea.’ 

every other American manutactory of glass failed except his; and in Mr. CAMERON, of Wisconsin (when his name was called). The 
soing into this enterprise he obtained here and there a skilled man to | Senator trom Tennessee who now occupies the chair | Mr. HARRIS] is 
instruct his men, Americans, in the art of making glass; but in thesense | paired with the Senator trom Michigan [Mr. Ferry]. Tam paired 
of importing laborers here, as has been done in other instances, to take | with the Senator trom Delaware [Mr. SAULSBURY |. We have agreed 
the place ot American laborers, he has not done it. 1 am not willing, | to transter the pairs so that the Senator from Delaware will be paired 
knowing the facts as I know them, to have the impression go out tothe | with the Senator from Michigan. That will leave the Senator from 
contrary. I know the facts in this whole transaction. I have been | Tennessee and myself at liberty to vote. Ll vote * yea 

through those works time and again. So has the Senator from Vermont, Mr. FRYE (when his name was called Iam paired with the Sena 

the chairman of the Committee on Finance. He knows, and well knows, | tor from Tennessee { Mr. JACKSON }. 

the truth of what I am statingnow, that it was simply the employment Mr. JOHNSTON (when his name was called Iam paired with the 
of skilled men from countries where the manufacture of glass had been | Senator from Pennsylvania [Mr. MrrcHeny.}. | make the announce 

)rought to perfection, in this country where it was a new and almost | ment for the day 

unknown art. That is all that Mr. De Pauw did. He has excluded no Mr. JONAS (when his name was called 1 am paired with the 
labor that sought employment as his hands there, and it will be news | Senator from New Jersey [Mr. MCPHERSON | 

to the people of Indiana, it will be news to the people of New Albany, | 9 Mr. PUGH (when his name was called). [ would vote ‘nay’ if | 
when they read the statement made by the Senator from North Carolina, | were not paired with the Senator from Minnesota | Mr. WiN pom | 

He gives his authority. I know about that too. I know thata| Mr. WALKER (when his name was called). I am paired with thi 
charge was made by some person connected with the press at New Al- | Senator from Illinois [Mr. Davis]. If he were here, he would vot 
hany some time ago. I will not characterize him as an irresponsible | ‘* yea’? and I should vote ‘‘ nay.’’ 

man, for I do not know him. I only know the charge was made, and Mr. MCMILLAN (when Mr. WINDoM’s name was called My 
untruly made, that Mr. De Pauw was importing foreign labor there. | colleague [Mr. Winpom] is paired with the Senator from Alabama 
| know it was taken up and repeated at Chicago, and that is the single | [Mr. PUGH], as already announced. My colleague, if here, would vot 
little item out of which has grown the testimony of this man Bishop, | ** yvea.”’ 

doing yreat injustice to Mr. De Pauw. The roll-call was concluded 

Mr. VANCE. Will the Senator allow me to interrupt him? Mr. EDMUNDS. [am paired with the Senator from Arkansas [M1 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Does the Senator from Indiana yield | GARLAND] on this question 

to the Senator from North Carolina? Mr. ROLLINS. The Senator from Nebraska [Mr. SAuNbDERS] is 
Mr. VOORHEES. Oh, yes. paired with the Senator from Florida [Mr. JONES | 








Mr. VANCE. I simply want to assure the Senator that I had never The result was announced—yeas 27, nays 16; as tollows 
seen the newspaper reports he refers to. I never saw anything on the YEAS—7 
subject but the testimony of Mr. Bishop. | Aldrich Tibeie Lapham Morrill 
Mr. VOORHEES. That is doubtless correct, of course: but I know | Anthony, Hale Logan, Platt 
where Mr. Bishep’s inspiration came from, and the whole matter is as | Blair, Harrison MeDill, Rollins 
| state it. There is not a more conscientious, kind-hearted, broad or | PP%P og wie LEAS ome tet 
liberal-minded business man in the world than Mr. De Pauw, and his | Chilcott, Hoar, Miller of Cal Voorhees 
statements here are entitled tothe utmost respect and consideration. | Conger, Kellogg Miller of N. ¥ 
Instead of being capable of making a quibble in a dispatch, he is as little NAYS—16. 
capable of doing so as any man I ever knew or heard tellof. This much | Barrow Farley, Hampton Morgan 
I think it is due to truth to state. These are the facts in regard to this | ae Fite ooh ponte von r 
industry. | Coke Goocmne Maxey, Williams 
Mr. MORRILL. Now, I hope we can have a vote. I merely desire ot tn 
to restate the question, and that is that the committee by accident re- eameaeels 
ported this item at 40 cents instead of 50 cents per square foot, and | }/"se" weil oe 
when we discovered the mistake, it having originated from a misprint | Butler,’ Frye,” McPherson, | Van Wyck 
in a table from the Treasury Department, we restored it as was proposed | Camden, Garland Mitchell, Vest, 
hy the Tariff Commission, to leave the duty as it now exists. I wish | (ANeTgp of Pa. Grover, a Window 
to say that there will be a larger reduction in consequence of the inland | Davis of Tl. Jackson Pugh,” 
transportation and charges on packages and other charges than there | Davis of W. Va Johnston Ransom 
will be perhaps on any other article in the whole list of the tariff | /!™U"4s roe a 
schedules. So the amendment was agreed to. 
Mr. BECK. I desire to say that there was no misprint by the Treas- Mr. MORRILL. I now ask the Senator from Kentucky if he has any 
ury Department that I have ever been able to ascertain. amendment that he wants to propose to the clause beginning in line 


Mr. MORRILL. Oh, yes, 198 and ending in line 5027 Wehave passed that, but the Senator from 
Mr. SHERMAN. I can show it to the Senator Kentucky reserved the right to go back to it If he has no amendment 
Mr. BECK. One hundred and twenty per cent. was believed not to | to propose, I want to ask permission of the Senate 

le the true per cent. paid. The official figures show that it was the Mr. BECK. Ido not propose to increase duties very largely when 
true per cent. paid, and it was because we believed that the true per | they get over 100 per cent.; Ido not have much hope of succeeding 

cent. was 60 or 70 instead of 120 that we were willing to restore this to | but I was about to move an amendment that that clause should be di 

what the Tariff Commission had recommended. Ii 60 or 70 was the true | vided into two classes, one of which shall embrace porcelain and Ko 
percentage, there was no mistake so far as I know. I ask the Senator hemian glass, painted ware, and stained glass, together with the charac 

trom Vermont if he desires to keep these articles at 120 per cent. tax | ter of glass suggested by the Senator from New Jersey [Mr. Sewer], 
and to make every man who buys plate-glass to go into a shop-window | the exact name of which J have not before me 

pay 3120 tax for the privilege of buying $100 worth in the markets of} Mr. SEWELL. Chemical glass-ware 

the world? I donot believe any member of the committee wants to do Mr. BECK. I would put all that character of ylass at 45 per cent 

any such thing. Mr. SEWELL. The pending question at the adjournment yesterday 
Mr. SHERMAN. I wish simply to show by the document before ine, | was on the motion I made to amend line 49%, by adding “and chem 
which the Senator from Kentucky had before him when the committee | ical glass-ware.’’ There was not a quorum present. I ask that that 
were considering this matter, that by a misprint the old duty has been | amendment be now made 

placed at 20 cents when it should have been 25 cents, and at 40 cents Mr. BECK. My amendment is to let Bohemian glass, painted glass 


Mr. MORRILL. He has got it there. aS @ separate paragraph 
Mr. BECK. I ask the Senator from Vermont again if he ever voted | All other manufactures of glass or of which glass shall be the component ma- 


to retain a duty of 120 per cent., with these facts before him? | terial of chief value, not specially enumerated or provided for in this act, 40 per 
Mr. MORRILL. I voted to retain the duty as it now is, or at least | °C" 84 valorem— 
I supposed I was doing so, but made a mistake. | Forty per cent. being the present rate. 


where it should have been 50 cents. I will send it to the Senator. | ware, and stained glass be at 45 per cent. ad valorem, and then to have 
| 





“—- 
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Mr. SEWELL. Will the Senator fram Kentucky allow my amend- 
ment to be acted on first ? 

Mr. BECK. I have no objection to that. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The question ison the amendment of 
the Senator from New Jersey, to insert ‘‘ chemical glass-ware’’ after the 
word *‘ glass,’’ in line 498. 

The amendment was agreed to. 

Mr. BECK. Now I move to make “ porcelain and Bohemian glass, 
painted glass-ware, and stained glass’’ to be oneclass; that may remain 
at 45 per cent. Then it will read : 

Porcelain and Bohemian glass, chemical glass-ware, painted glass-ware, 
stained glass, 45 per cent. ad valorem, and all other manufactures of glass or of 
which glass shall be the component material of chief value not specially enu- 
merated or provided for in this act, 40 per cent. ad valorem. 

Striking out the “‘ five’’ at the end of line 501. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The amendment of the Senator from 
Kentucky will be read. 

The ACTING SECRETARY. After the word ‘‘glass,’’ in line 499, it is 
proposed to insert ‘45 per cent. ad valorem,”’ and in line 501 to strike 
out “45”? and insert ‘* 40.” 

Mr. BECK. I have no objection to 45 per cent. on the highest glass- 
ware; but among the unenumerated articlesmany may be of the lowest 
qualities of glass, and the present rate being 40 per cent. it seems to me 
that is as high as we ought now to make the unenumerated articles. 

A good deal has been said about what we propose to do about strik- 
ing off the charges on crates and other things. I am one of those who 
do not believe that crates will be stricken off, notwithstanding all that 
has been said. T have known no case where the Committee on Finance, 
with one or two exceptions on this side, have not voted to increase every- 
thing that has been suggested in the way of increase; and when it comes to 
the question of crates, | expect to see the duty on them retained and all 
thisadditional taxation imposed besides. I expect, in other words, tosee 
a protective tariff far higher, far more oppressive onthe people, imposed 
on this country than even, | was about to say, the infamous tariff under 
which we are now living. I do say it. 

Mr. MORRILL. Mr. President, a single word in relation to this. 
The Senator from Kentucky is right so far as the fact is concerned that 
this is nominally 5 per cent. increase uponarticles not enumerated, but 
it is in fuet net less than 5 per cent. lower than the existing rate in 
consequence of the reduction that will be made in consequence of the 
additional charges being removed from packagesand from inland trans- 
portation, Let me say that this includes articles like decanters, gob- 
lets, tumblers, and wine-glasses, the most expensive kind of drinking 
wlass, and they ought to have at least as high a duty apon them asany 
other description of glass in the whole tariff-list. 

Mr. BECK. As to all that class of glass I propose to allow the com- 
mittee to retain the 45 per cent. ad valorem they propose; but when it 
comes to the manufactures of glass or of which glass shall be the com- 
ponent material of chief value not otherwise provided for in this act, 
1 want the rate to be 40 per cent. ad valorem. 

Mr. MORRILL. That is the very class I spoke of. 

Mr. BECK. ‘These articles of which glass may be the component 
material of chief value may be the little preserve jars or little bottles 
in which is brought over olive-oil or the ten thousand things which 
people must have and which come in glass to this country, nomatter how 
cheap they are. We have puta tax on empty bottles and bottles which 
are tall and on everything that is of the character of glass ; and gentle- 
men are now seeking to raise all the uwnenumerated glass, as well as the 
decanters and cut-glass and other things mentioned to a higher rate. 
In other words this is a direct act to put 45 per cent. upon anything that 
has glass in it or of which glass is the chief component article of value, 
no matter how cheap it may be, or whether it is simply brought here 
because of the contents which the people here want. In addition to all 
the tax paid upon the contents, whatever they are, we are to increase 
the present rate on the glass from 40 per cent., which is certainly high 
enough, to 45 per cent. under the suggestion that there may be some cut- 
glass in it. 

We collect at the present rate of duty of 40 percent. on these articles 
which we now propose to raise to 45 per cent. $698,449. The proposed 
rate will, if the importations continue justas now, produce $782,041.89, 
in other words an increase of $83,592, and that $83,592 the Senatorsays 
is equivalent to the tax upon the crates. It would buy double all the 
erates and strawin which these things are wrapped. Still, I suppose 
my motion will not prevail. 

Mr. ALDRICH. There are several reasons why the motion of the 
Senator from Kentucky should not prevail aside from the very potent 
reason given by the chairman of the Committee on Finance that we have 
actually reduced the rates about 10 percent. by abolishing the duties on 
inland charges and packages. The average duty on all articles of glass 
is more than 45 per cent., and if we allow the non-enumerated class to 
he fixed at 40 per cent. we are fixing a premium upon frauds of all 
kinds. The names of various articles of glass-ware in the enumerated 
class could be readily changed and new names and descriptions adopted 
for the sake of securing a lower rate of duty in the class now under con- 
sideration. It is in accordance with the plan which the Tariff Com- 
mission have very wisely recommended that all non-enumerated articles 





should be placed ata higher rate than the average of the class to which 
they belong. 

Mr. MORGAN. The Senator from Rhode Island is very familiar with 
this question of glass manufacture; and I wish him, if he can, toname 
an article where a change of the name would alter the classification or 
alter the rate of duty. 

Mr. ALDRICH. Take Bohemian glass, forinstance; they might call 
it by some other name. 

Mr. MORGAN. Would that change the rate of duty if the article 
were really Bohemian glass? 

Mr. ALDRICH. If Bohemian glass was at 75 per cent. and non- 
enumerated glass at 40 per cent.; and by calling it something else they 
could get it in at 40 per cent., it would be done. 

Mr. MORGAN. It seems to me it would be a very absurd thing for 
a custom-house officer to allow the United States to be defrauded of its 
revenue by allowing an article by reason of a mere change of name to 
come in at a less duty than that fixed by law. 

Mr. ALDRICH. It occurs now on half a dozen articles well known 
to every Senator familiar with the subject, on steel wire rods and cot- 
ton-ties. 

Mr. MORGAN. I was asking the Senator to inform me, inasmuch 
as he was acquainted with this glass-ware importation and production, 
m what articles of glass-ware the rate of duty would be changed by a 
change of name. 

Mr. ALDRICH. Experience has shown that the people who are in- 
terested in importing glass-ware and other merchandise will devise names 
enough and make changes to meet any requirement if they can save 
anything by it. 

Mr. MORRILL. I would say that the great bulk of all the articles 
not described in this schedule will be the very articles I before men- 
tioned, glass tumblers, goblets, wine-glasses, and plain decanters, and 
that class and description of glass will form nine-tenths of all the glass 
that will be imported, and it is of the very finest, clearest crystal glass, 
and therefore ought to have this rate of duty upon it. 

Mr. BECK. If it is it will be valued at 40 per cent. of what it is 
worth, and that will surely be enough tax for anything persons are 
enabled to discover a new name for. 

One thing I agree with the Senator from Rhode Island in, and the 
Senate may as well look at it all the way through. The policy of the 
Tariff Commission is referred to from time to time. The Tariff Com- 
mission had no policy except to allow the men interested in each sched- 
ule to endeavor to exclude by every possibility everything they could 
exclude unless it paid the very highest rate they thought the people 
would stand, and then their policy was, if there was anything that by 
possibility they might have missed and could not name and could not 
catch, to make the unenumerated articles higher than any enumerated, 
so as to make it impossible for anybody to discover anything that could 
escape their clutches. I agree that the policy of the Tariff Commission 
is properly stated by the Senator from Rhode Island, and it has done it 
in this case as well as in all others. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The question is on the amendment ot 
the Senator from Kentucky [Mr. BgcK]. 

Mr. BECK. I call for the yeas and nays. 

The yeas and nays were ordered, and the Principal Legislative Clerk 
proceeded to call the roll. 

Mr. CAMERON, of Pennsylvania (when his name was called). | 
am paired with the Senator from South Carolina [Mr. BUTLER]. But 
for that I should vote ‘‘ nay.’’ 

Mr. EDMUNDS (when his name was called). I am paired with the 
Senator from Arkansas [Mr. GARLAND]. 

Mr. CAMERON, of Wisconsin (when Mr. FERRY’S name was called ). 
The Senator from Michigan [Mr. FERRY] is paired with the Senator 
from Delaware [Mr. SAULSBURY]. 

Mr. MORGAN (when his name was called). I am paired with the 
Senator from Iowa [Mr. McDiLv]. If he were here, I should vote 


**vea,’? 





Mr. PUGH (when his name was called). I am paired with the Sen- 
ator from Minnesota [Mr. Wrnpom]. 

Mr. ROLLINS (when Mr SAUNDERS’S name was called). The Sen- 
ator from Nebraska [Mr. SAUNDERS] is paired with the Senator from 
Florida [Mr. Jones}. 

Mr. CAMERON, of Wisconsin (when Mr. SAWYER’S name was called ). 
My colleague [Mr. SAWYER] is paired with theSenator from North Caro- 
lina [Mr. RANSOM]. 

Mr. WALKER (when his name was called). I am paired with the 
Senator from Illinois [Mr. DAvis]. 

Mr. WILLIAMS (when his name was called). I was paired with 
the Senator from Nebraska [Mr. SAUNDERS], but the pair has been 
transferred to the Senator from Florida [Mr. JonEs]. So I am at lib- 
erty to vote. 

The roll-call was concluded. 

Mr. McMILLAN. My colleague [Mr. WINDoM] is paired with the 
Senator from Alabama[Mr. PueH]. If here, my colleague would vote 
**nay.’’ 

Mr. JONAS. Iam paired with the Senator from New Jersey [Mr. 
McPHERSON ]. 
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Mr. GORMAN. I desire to announce the pair of my colleague [ Mr. 

(;n00ME] with the Senator from New York [| Mr. MILLER]. 

Mr. ALLISON. Lam paired with the Senator from Delaware [ Mr. 

BAYARD]. 

Mr. PENDLETON. 

setts (Mr. Hoar]. 
Mr. ROLLINS. The Senator from Pennsylvania [Mr. MircHELL] 

is paired with the Senator from Virginia [Mr. JoHNsTON }. 

The result was announced—yeas 16, nays 25; as follows: 


I am paired with the Senator from Massachu- 


YEAS—16. 
Barrow, Coke, Hampton, Maxey, 
Beck, Farley, Harris, Slater, 
Call, George, Kellogg, Vance, 
Camden, Gorman, Lamar, Williams 
NAYS—25. 

Aldrich, Dawes, Logan, Rollins, 
Anthony, Hale, MeMillan, Sewell, 
Blair, Harrison, Mahone, Sherman, 
Brown, Hawley, Miller of Cal., Voorhees. 
Cameron of Wis., Hill, Miller of N. Y., 
Chilcott, Ingalls, Morrill, 
Conger, Lapham, Platt, 

ABSENT—35. 
Allison, Ferry, Jones of Florida, Ransom, 
Bayard, Frye, Jones of Nevada, Saulsbury, 
Butler, Garland, MeDill, Saunders, 
Cameron of Pa., Groome, McPherson, Sawyer, 
Cockrell, Grover, Mitchell, Van Wyck, 
Davis of I1., Hoar, Morgan, Vest, 
Davis of W. Va., Jackson, Pendleton, Walker, 
Edmunds, Johnston, Plumb, Windom. 
Fair, Jonas, Pugh, 


So the amendment was rejected. 

The item from line 498 to line 502, as amended, was agreed to. 

Mr. MORRILL. I now ask that we skip over to page 41 of the bill 
in consequence of the Committee on Finance not having been able to 
get in print some testimony that they have had taken as to two or three 
paragraphs in the iron and steel schedule, which comes next to the one 
we have just disposed of. Letus take up ‘* Wood and wooden-wares.”’ 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. TheSenator from Vermont asks unani- 
mous consent to informally pass over the part of the bill named by him 
and take up Schedule D. 

Mr. VAN WYCK. 
precisely the reason given by the Senator. 

Mr. MORRILL. Because the Committee on Finance has taken some 
testimony that was authorized by the Senate to be printed, but it has 
not yet been printed. 

Mr. LOGAN. I wish to give notice that when the bill comes into 
the Senate I shall move to reject an amendment that was presented this 
morning on an agreement of the Finance Committee as | understand. 
I was absent on committee business until 1 o'clock, and I understand 
that anumber of other gentlemen interested in the question of window- 
ylass were out at the time when there was a vote taken here this morn- 
ing on that question. If the committee choose to come in in that way 
when persons interested in an item are absent—— 

Mr. MORRILL. I did not know that the Senator was absent. 

Mr. LOGAN. I supposed the vote would have notified the Senator 
that we were absent; and it was announced yesterday that the Senator 


MILLER] and myself certainly had some constituents who were inter- 
ested in this proposition. The Senator certainly ought to have known 
it, because I handed him several telegrams myself that came from per- 
sons interested in this industry. 

Mr. MILLER, of New York. Right on that point, I was about to 
ask for information what actually has been done by the Senate to-day 


”? 


common window-glass not exceeding 10 by 15 inches square,’’ in lines 
455, 456, and 4577 
Mr. MORRILL. 
less. 

Mr. MILLER, of New York. That I understand is the point the 
Senator from Illinois is inquiring about. 

Mr. LOGAN. Exactly. 

Mr. MILLER, of New York. 
as I understand. 

Mr. ALLISON. It was changed about a quarter past 2 o’clock to- 
day. We were on an appropriation bill until very nearly 2 o’clock. 
Mr. LOGAN. No matter when it was changed; I was engaged on a 
committee this morning until I came into the Chamber, and when I 
came in the Senate was acting on this bill. I was necessarily absent 
trom the Chamber during the morning. The first information I had 
about this change was what was told me by one of the Senators. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Theonly question before the Senate is, 
Is there objection to the request of the Senator from Vermont? 

Mr. MILLER, of New York. I rose to a question for information. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. Will the Senator from New York pro- 
pound his question so that he can obtain the information? 


The rate was made one-eighth of a cent a pound 


It was changed without even a vote, 
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I do not wish to object, but I did not understand | 


from Indiana [Mr. HARRISON] and the Senator from New York [ Mr. | 


in regard to the 1} cents per pound on “‘ unpolished cylinder, crown, and | 


Mr. MILLER, of New York. One question was in regard to the | Senate. 
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change which has been made to-day on crown and common window-glass 
in lines 455, 456, and 457 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Secretary informs the Chair that 
there has beenachange by areduction of one-eighth of 1 cent per pound 

Mr. MILLER, of New York. Then in line 458 I desire to know what 
change has been made there. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER 
in the other case. 

Mr. MILLER, of New York. I can only say that I am surprised at 
the action of the committee, and that it took place when nearly every 
Senator who had spoken on the glass question and who had insisted on 
the rates of duty which the committee had recommended in the bill 
happened to be out of the room. 1 understand the Senators from Indi 
ana were out, the Senator trom Pennsylvania | Mr. CAMERON ], alsothe 
Senator from Michigan | Mr. CONGER], the Senator from [linois [ Mr. 
LOGAN], and myself. It was our misfortune. 1 understand that this 
was done without any yea-and-nay vote being called upon it. Whileit 
is not possible under the rule established here to go back, yet I desire to 


Phe same change was made in that as 


| give notice that when this bill comes into the Senate I shall move to 


reconsider that vote. I hope the Finance Committee hereaiter, if they 
are to make serious changes in the bill, will at least print their sugges 
tions and amendments, so that each Senator may be informed as to what 
is to be done. I would not have been out of the room under any con 


| ditions if I had supposed any such amendment was to be offered by the 
| committee, and I was out not more than five or ten minutes at most 


Mr. MORRILL. = ‘This clause was specially reserved yesterday tor the 
purpose of revision by the Finance Committee, and it would be naturally 
supposed that if they took any action it would come up the first thing 
when the bill was resumed to-day. 

Mr. LOGAN. Specially reserved for the committee to look into! 
The Senate reserved it at the request of the Senator from Kentucky that 
he might inform himself. 

Mr. MORRILL. Oh, no; this was not at his request 

Mr. LOGAN. I beg the Senator’s pardon. 

Mr. SHERMAN. I desire to inform the Senator from I|linois, so that 
he may be aware that there was no secrecy about it, that the Senator 
from Vermont—— 

Mr. LOGAN I did not say there was any secrecy about it 

Mr. SHERMAN rhe Senator from Vermont last night, betore the 
adjournment, desired that the clause about window-glass should be 
passed over until it could be submitted to the committee this morning, 
and a majority of the committee this morning reported favorably on a 
reduction of one-eighth of a cent per pound. I will do all | can to get 


| that restored to where I think it ought to be, the rate tixed in the old 


law. At the same time it was done after notice given vesterday by the 
Senator from Vermont 

Mr. LOGAN. There was notice given, it is trne, and it was reserved 
and not voted on last night for the purpose of the committee re-exam 
ining it; and this morning, asi understand, when the committee caine 
into the Senate there was no notice given to the Senate that the com 
mittee would propose this amendment 

Mr. SHERMAN. Not until it was offered. 

Mr. LOGAN. It was not known until the proposition came up in 
the progress of the bill, so that nobody had any notice of any amend 
ment being offered other than what was offered yesterday 

Mr. MORRILL. It will come up again. 

Mr. ALDRICH. When this clause was reached yesterday atter dis 
cussion by the Senator from North Carolina | Mr. VANCE] the chair- 
man of the committee stated very clearly in the hearing of the Senate 
that the committee had not fully considered it, and he asked to have 
it passed over until this morning 

Mr. LOGAN. Certainly; nobody disputes that he desired to have 
it go over. 

Mr. ALDRICH. It was a reasonable supposition that the committe 
| desired to reconsider their action for the purpose either of increasing 01 
| lowering the rates. 

Mr. LOGAN. But we did not know which 

Mr. ALDRICH. The committee acted on the clause this morning 
and reported through their chairman, and the changes recommended 
by them were adopted by the Senate by a viva voce vote 

Mr. LOGAN. Certainly, reported at the time the proposition came 
up in the bill, but not reported to the Senate this morning as a report 
from a committee. 

Mr. ALDRICH. Yes, it was. 
| committee recommended. 
| Mr. LOGAN. Certainly, when the proposition came before the Sen- 
| ate, but not as reports are made from committees to give notice to the 

Senate. When the committee came into the Senate this morning there 
| was no report made. 
| Mr. ALDRICH. No committee ever makes a report in that way on 
a bill pending before the Senate. I never knew of one, and | challenge 
| the Senator to find a precedent of that kind. 
| Mr. LOGAN. Ve will not go to looking into that now, but it 1s 
| very frequently done, and it is usual that a committee offer their amend 
| ments and have them printed, so that they may be examined by the 
That is the usual course 


The chairman stated clearly what the 
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Mr. ALDRICH. Ido not understand it to be the usage of the Finance 
or other committee to look up Senators who are interested in the vari- 
OuS propositions pe nding before the Senate to ascertain whether they 
understand what action is proposed. The question on the adoption of 
the committee amendment was clearly stated by the Presiding Officer | 
and carried. The Senator from Ohio [Mr. SHERMAN] and the Sena- | 
tor from New Jersey [Mr. SEWELL], I remember distinctly, voted 

“no. 
against the committee. 

Mr. LOGAN. The Senator from Rhode Island is getting excited over 
nothing. Nobody has charged the committee with unfairness or im- 
propriety except the faet—— 

Mr. ALDRICH. If I understood the language of the Senator from 
New York it certainly could be construed as an intimation that the 
committee had pushed this amendment through with undue haste when 
he happened to be out for a minute. 

Mr. LOGAN. I have nothing to say about the Senator from New 
York, but so far as lam concerned I only called attention to the fact 


I do not know why any charge should be made of unfairness | 





that when this bill came into the Senate I would move a reconsidera- 
tion of that vote and move an amendment to this proposition; and I | 


stated the fact that I was necessarily absent at the time and had no no- | 


tice that this change was going to be made by the Committee on Fi- 
nance. If there is any reflection in that | can not help it. 


There was | 


none intended, 


Mr. ALDRICH. I suppose the Senator understands that while this | 
hill is under consideration the Committee on Finance will press it ear- 
nestly foraction. Some Senator is interested in every clauseof the bill, 
and it would be impossible to postpone and delay action until all the 
friends of each particular sentence should happen to be in their seats. 

Mr. LOGAN. Now L say to the Senator from Rhode Island that the 
Committee on Finance is not the only committee in the Senate. Other 
committees have business here. Othercommittees press their business. 
You would think from what the Senator says that this was the only 
committee that had any business in the Senate, and that they were press- 
ing it and it was necessary for everybody to be here at every moment 
because they are here all the time. I find that gentlemen who belong 
to that committee are not here very frequently. 

Mr. ALDRICH. You donottind them complaining if action is taken 
on measures they are interested in that happened to be passed while 
they are out. 

Mr. LOGAN. That is very true. The Senator is very modest in his 
suggestions. Very true they do not complain; neither do other com- 
mittees complain that get together and juggle up a proposition and come 
in and pass it without any notice toanybody. Nobody complains when 
things are done the way he wants them done. I give notice to the Sen- 
ator now that this Finance Committee can not pass any bill over the 
heads of gentlemen in this way in the Senate, and they had justas well 
understand that the interests of different constituencies here are to be 
respected as well as the interests of the constituencies of the gentlemen 
who compose the committee. They had better not undertake to ram 
things down people’s throats and notify them that they have got to be 
here at every moment or they will pass things over their heads. They 
had better be a little careful about that. 

Mr. MILLER, of New York. As I have been referred to in this de- 
bate, | have to say that I desire to make no reflection on the Finance 
Committee, but just the plain statement of the facts. I expected the 
entire schedule on glass was to be considered; I was expecting and 
waiting for it. We went partially through it yesterday; and the Finance 
Committee, of its own motion, through its chairman, asked that a cer- 
tain portion of that schedule be passed over for the time being for the 
day. I had no idea that they expected to make any such change in its 
provisions as it seems has been made to-day; and the Senator from 
Rhode Island and the chairman of the Finance Committee knew very 
well trom what I had said here that I was taking a deep interest in 
the question of the duty upon glass. 

As L understand the ordinary procedure in the Senate and the courtesy 
of the Senate, when it is known that any Senator takes a particular in- 
terest in any particular bill or in any particular clause of a bill, he is at 
least to have ample notice of its consideration. It is impossible that 
any Senator should remain in this Chamber continuously from 11 to 5 
or 6o0’clock. Just before the closing of the appropriation bill this morn- 
ing I was called out by a card, but I certainly was not gone to exceed 
ten minutes. When I came back I was informed that this entire por- 
tion of the schedule on glass had been amended and passed without de- 
bate, and that it had been hurriedly done. I wassurprised. I inquired 
of the two Senators from Indiana if they had been present and consented 
to it, and they said they were temporarily absent from the room. I in- 
quired of the Senator from Michigan [Mr. ConGER] if he had been here 
and consented to it, and he said he had been absent. 1 inquired of the 
Senator from Illinois [Mr. LoGAN] and the Senator from Pennsylvania 
| Mr. CAMERON }, and it had happened that they too were out. 

I do insist that the entire Senate, and particularly the Finance Com- 
mittee, knew that each and every one of these Senators had a deep in- 
terest in this question, and desired to be heard upon it. 1 did not sup- 
pose that the Finance Committee intended after all to rash the bill 
through without giving us an opportunity to be heard. They were 





ready to report upon the question at that moment, and did it, and did 
not know that we were not here; but I find that during a temporary 
absence what I consider to be a very great wrong was done to a large 
namber of my constituents, and the duties reduced out of proportion. 
Already the bill had provided for a reduction of 10 per cent. or an 
equivalent of 10 per cent. in regard to packages, and another reduction 
of about 5 per cent. had been made upon fixing the weight of the glass. 
This morning, without any discussion or any yea-and-nay vote, the 
duty has been still further reduced, somewhere xom 6 6 to 12 per cent. 

I do not know how much. I actually believe that when this shall go 
into effect, if itever shall go in that form, it will entirely stop the manu- 
facture of common window-glass in the States of New York, Pennsy]- 
vania, Michigan, Illinois, and Ohio. That is my candid judgment about 
it. At all events, I did desire to be heard upon it before the Senate 
when it should be up; but as I can have that opportunity in the Senate, 
I make this explanation now, and I shall endeavor to be present in the 
Senate when it is finally voted upon in the Senate. 

Mr. KELLOGG. I move that the Senate proceed to the considera- 
tion of executive business. 

Mr. MORRILL. No; I trust we shall continue at least to the next 
schedule, which will only take a few minutes, I think. 

Mr. KELLOGG. Very well. I withdraw the motion, and move that 
the Senate adjourn. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER (at 3 o’clock and 53 minutes p. m.). 
The Senator from Louisiana moves that the Senate do now adjourn. 

The motion was not to. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Is there objection to the proposition 
of the Senator from Vermont to pass over informally to Schedule D? 

Mr. BECK. Before that is done I desire to make a parliamentary 
inquiry of the Chair. There are several amendments which I have of- 
fered, for example, to the item on glass, that was increased from 4() 
cents per square foot, as reported by the committee, to 50 cents, and to 
the unenumerated articles. Is it necessary to give notice to have asep- 
arate vote in the Senate; or have I that right without notice? 

Mr. MORRILL. Of course the Senator has that right. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. All the amendments agreed to in Com- 
mittee of the Wholethe Senator can demand a separate vote upon in the 
Senate. The amendments rejected in Committee of the Whole may be 
offered again when the bill is reported to the Senate. 

Mr. BECK. So that there is nothing gained by reserving separate 
votes now? 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Nothing whatever. 

Mr. BECK. We have been in the habit of reserving votes from time 
to time. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. When the bill is reported to the Sen- 
ate every Senator can reserve a separate vote upon each amendment 
agreed to in Committee of the Whole. 

Mr. MORRILL. Or can move any other amendment he sees fit. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The bill is opento amendment in the 
Senate. The Senator from Kentucky or any other Senator can offer 
any amendment he sees proper in the Senate. 

Mr. BECK. One other inquiry. The last amendment that I offered 
was rejected, and the text of the bill remained as reported in that re- 
gard. In that class of cases must I give notice? 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Senator from Kentucky must 
renew the amendment if he desires it voted upon in the Senate. 

Mr. BECK. And I may do it as well without giving notice of it? 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Just as well as by giving notice. 
Nothing is gained by giving notice. 

Mr. FRYE. As 1 understand, that rule was made for the very pur- 
pose of preserving the rights of Senators who might by mistake not 
attend to the amendments they desired in committee, and under that 
rule the last half hour has been simply a waste of time. 

Mr. MORGAN. Thequestion now is upon the consent of the Senate 
to skip over Schedule C, on metals, I believe. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Senator from Vermont asks 
unanimous consent of the Senate to pass informally over the metal 
schedule, and to proceed to the consideration of Schedule D, *‘ wocd 
and wooden-wares.”’ 

Mr. BECK. I desire to do that for to-day, but I do not desire that 
the metal schedule shall be postponed indefinitely or until the other 
schedules are gone through with. For this day I should desire to have 
it postponed, because by Monday morning we shall have other mem- 
bers of the committee here, and we shall have perhaps better informa- 
tion, and some facts printed which are not now in print, not testimony, 
but observations by a member of the Tariff Commission, Mr. Oliver. 
I ask the Senator from Vermont whether he means that the metal sched - 
ule shall stand to any definite time, or just for the time being ’ 

Mr. MORRILL. Until we get that testimony or information which 
has been communicated to the committee. 

Mr. HALE. I want to ask the Senator how long he proposes to post- 
pone the metal schedule, because upon the answer depends, of course, 
somewhat the readiness of Senators for other schedules following. Does 
he desire to postpone it longer than to-day? 

Mr. MORRILL. I hope we shall be ready to take it up on — 
if not on Monday, as early as Tuesday at any rate. 
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Mr. BECK. I had that matter somewhat in view when I made my 


this morning that perhaps the sugar schedule would be called up to-day, 
and he remarked to me that not expecting it to come up to-day he had 
failed to bring papers with him that he desired to use, and I do not wish 
any Senator to be taken by surprise on Monday. 

Mr. MORRILL. I donot think there will be any objection to going 
on with “‘ wood and wooden wares.’’ It will take but a few minutes, 
and I hope we shall go through with that schedule 

Mr. ALLISON. I merely rise to suggest that we proceed with the 
schedule of ‘‘ wood and wooden wares,’’ and then when we reach the 
sugar schedule, as I understand the Senator from Vermont has some 
amendments to that schedule, he had better put them in this atternoon 
and have them printed, and then we shall understand the question more 
clearly on Monday morning. I trust Senators who may happen to be 
out will be able to see these amendments in print. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Is there objection to proceeding at 
this time tothe consideration of ‘Schedule D. wood and wooden wares ?"" 

Mr. CONGER. .I should like to inquire, so as not to be entrapped 


again, whether this postponement is jor the purpose of enabling the | 


committee to report amendments to come up in regular order for con 
sideration by the Committee of the Whole? I have the 
as other Senators about the manner in which, at the request of certain 
gentlemen, the glass matters were brought up the first thing this morn- 


same feeling | 


inquiry, because I announced to the Senator from Louisiana [ Mr. Jon As] | vote by which the duty on certain classes of glass was reduced one-eighth 
| 


The PRESIDING OFFICER. 





TheSenator from Ohio moves that the 


of a cent this morning be reconsiderd. 

Mr. BECK. The reason I asked the question I did a while ago whether 
everything would be open in the Senaie, was to give assurance to all 
these gentlemen that they weuld havea full opportunity to take a vote 
in the Senate on each item as it came up. <A great deal has been said 


| about saving time, about progressing rapidly, and each time any objec- 
| tion is stated to the bill we are charged with killing time and seeking 


} 


| voted out this 


ing, after there had been a request for time to consider them, and we | 


supposed naturally there would be time to discuss them here. That 
action was taken this morning on the report of a committee made so 
hurriedly and in such a low voice and stated in such a way that 1, who 
was passing from the lobby to the cloak-room, did not understand that 


that subject was brought up at all, and therefore was not here to call | 


for the yeas and nays. The thing was passed on the report of the com- 
mittee as if it was some clerical amendment 

Now, I should like to know if these questions are to come up at the 
time they are considered? I want to say here that so long as this con- 
mittee gives opportunity to particular amendments in the interest of our 
constituents, 1 am ready to vote upon those subjects and to stand with 
the committee; but so long as I see a disposition to forve this hill be- 
cause the committee say so, and have examined it without a proper r 
gard to the views of other members, [am ready to ley the bill aside 

Mr. MORRILL. I think there has been an unnecessary ‘* tempest 
in a tea-pot”’ here this afternoon in relation to the action of the i- 
nance Committee. 
tions referred to were thought, by at least the other side of the Cham- 
ber, to have been reported at too high a rate; and after the discussion 
by the Senator from North Carolina [Mr. VANcr] I did propose to 
reserve the matter for further consideration, because in the Committee 





on Finance, when we passed over the common window-glass, it had never | 


received any particular attention; we gave all our attention to plat 
glass, without giving any attention to crown-glass. Immediately on 
coming in to-day, of course, it was necessary to finish the schedule in 
which this glass was, and therefore the amendment was called up. and 
it was stated in as loud a voice as J can command that it was 2 redu 


tion upon every grade of common window-glass of one-eighth of a cent | 
Ido not regard it as avery important amendment, and yet | 
But now, so far as Tam cowcerned, [ am per- | 


per pound. 
I think it was a fair one. 
fectly willing that the Senator from Michigan or the Senator from L1i- 
nois or any other Senator shall have the privilege of going back and 
taking a vote upon this on Monday morning or at she present time. 

Mr. ALDRICH. I was about to make the suggestion that it would 
be as well to take it up now and have it settled. 

Mr. MORRILL. I will give my consent so far as I am concerned to 
go back and have a vote on it again if it is so desired. 

Mr. MORGAN. I will not consent to that on my part. Every time 
we get a reduction made a number of gentlemen on the other side are 
allowed to go back and consider the subject to increase the tariff. 

Mr. MORRILL. They will have a chance in the Senate. So there 
is nothing lost. 

Mr. SHERMAN. I move to reconsider the vote by which the classi- 
fication of window-glass was adopted to-day. 
time, and I feel bound to say in behalf of the committee, the chairman 
of the committee especially, that he was very frank about it. Hestated 
yesterday his desire to review the items, and to-day he reported the ac- 
tion of the majority of the committee, to which I did not agree. 

Since Senators feel that they have been taken by surprise in their 
absence, it is better to settle the matter now. I therefore move to re- 
consider the vote by which the amendment of the Senator from Ver- 
mont was to. 

Mr. MORRILL. The Senator from Ohio can not make that motion, 
because he voted on the losing side. 

Mr. SHERMAN. There having been no yea-and-nay vote, that point 


can not be made. That is the rule, and I have a right to make the | 


motion. 
Mr. MORRILL. The Senator is correct. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. 
ator can make a motion to reconsider. 
Mr. VANCE. What is the proposition, sir? 


XxIV———88 


| ever taxation is reduced 


It was clearly indicated to the Senate that the sec- | 


I was present at the | 


No division having been had any Sen- | 


to prevent the bill from passing. Now, if we can have a motion to re- 
consider whenever we find one side of the Chamber reasonably (ull that 
will vote for increases of taxation, and take the chance of getting the 
side of the Chamber reasonably empty that votes to reduce taxation, 
there will be nothing like fair play in the mar The 
gentlemen on the other side understand that while they could not earry 
their point this morning ina pretty full Senate when one or two of them 
were absent, now at a late hour on Saturday evening when they have 
rallied their forees they can move to reconsider 





rement of this bill. 





and restore what was 
morning without waiting until we get into the Senate, 
when they can make the motion just as well a Phat 
seem to me like a fair way of proceeding 

As much complaint could be made now that this motion to réconsidet 
is called up when gentlemen are absent who this morning voted to re 
duce the duty, without giving them notice that the motion to reconsider 


3 now ioes not 


was about to be made, as can be made that the vote wastakenin a full 
Senate atter full notice given yesterday that it would be had this morn 
ing. No right is lost by not making this motion now, and the question 
can be raised in the Senat If that is to be the course pursued wher 


isit was this morning, and it is not to be done 
wherever gentlemen have succeeded in increasing taxation, then I shall 
to look for in the management of this bill, 
i moment after we have succeeded in reducing 
inything, when the other side are always safe when they have sue- 
ceeded in putting a duty up 
Mr. MILLER, of New York. I think the S 
| interested in this question do notask any rec 
| I preter that the matter should go over. I avree entirely with the re- 
marks of the Senator from Kentucky. I merely rose to call attention 
to the fact that we were temporarily absent; and [ have no desire that 
I would much preter that we should 


understand what we have 
that we are never sate 


nators who are largely 
nsideration at this time. 


the question should now come up. 
let it go over and see what is done with other schedules. 
Mr. BECK. Iam glad to hear the Senator from New York say so, 
because the only member of the committee who voted against 
| duction this morning, now, when he is beaten 
vantage of the fact that the yeas and nays were not taken and moves to 
reconsider; which I regard as utterly unfair. 

Mr. ALLISON. I call the Senator from Kentucky to order 
no right to state what oecurred in the committec 

Mr. SHLERMAN. Not only is the Senator from Kentucky out of 
order, but he is entirely unjust; he is not fair. What 
lieve the Committee on Finance from the imputation 
| Sen: undue advantage had 1 iken. 

My position is known on this matter perfectly well. I was opposed 
to this change in committee, did not think itought to be made; but 
[ feel bound to say tor the committee that they acted openly, fairly, 
honestly; and when complaint was made lere | stood up in detense of 
the committee; but I desire to see this matter fairly voted upon after 
full debate. I think myself now it will be probably injudicious to 
press the question this afternoon, because Senators may be absent. I 
| hope, therefore, the matter will go over, either to be decided on Monday 
| or when the bill is reported to the Senate. 
| Mr. MORRILL. You can call up the motion at any time. 

Mr. SHERMAN. My motion to reconsider may be entered. 

Mr. BECK. ‘The Senator from Ohio himself had stated in violation 
of the rules of the Senate that he voted against the reduction in com- 
mittee. He so stated on the floor of the Senate; and if he can state 
| how he voted in order to please somebody who wants a bonus on glass, 
| I have a right to state that he voted in a very small minority, if not 
| alone; and when the Senator from Iowa calls me to order I merely de 
sire to say that he ought to have called the Senator from Ohio to order, 
who seemed to take some credit for having voted in committee against 
| this amendment. 
| Mr. ALLISON. I beg pardon of the Senator from Kentucky for not 
calling the Senator from Ohio to order. I did not observe that Sena- 
tor’s remark. 

Mr. SHERMAN. 
it here. 

Mr. ALLISON. I must call the Senator from Kentucky to account 
for another suggestion he made; and that was that one side of the 
Chamber is to have credit for this reduction. The Senator from Ver- 
mont moved this reduction upon glass. It is not a party question, I 
| trust. The Senator from Vermont, chairman of the committee, made 
| the motion in the Senate, and it was adopted by a viva voce vote. 

Mr. ALDRICH. Under the understanding upon which we are pro- 
ceeding on this bill, I do not think the motion to reconsider is in order. 
After a clause has been passed the understanding was when we took 


the r 


in the Senate, takes ad 


He has 


-room. 





1 did was to re 
made by everal 


tors here that some een t l 


I do not think I said so. I said I voted against 
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this bill up that we should not go back to it except by unanimous con- 
sent. That being so, this clause having been voted on, it seems to me 
a motion to reconsider is not in order. I hope, however, that by 
unanimous consent 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The present occupant of the chair 
knows nothing of any understanding, but under the rules of the Senate 
the motion to reconsider is certainly in order. 

Mr. ALDRICH. Of course it would be if there were not an under- 
standing. If the Chair is correct the understanding amounts to noth- 
ing that we proceed by clauses and do not go back unless by unanimous 
consent. Lf you can move atany time to reconsider, it vitiates the un- 
derstanding under which as I believe we have been proceeding. But I 
should like to have this question come up again. Of course every Sena- 
tor knows that the rights of all these gentlemen are preserved by a vote 
in the Senate, where there can be unlimited discussion of the question 
of window-glass. They know it as well as I. 

Mr. FRYE. Then there is no object in reconsidering. 

Mr. ALDRICH. There is no object in reconsidering; but if gentle- 
men prefer to go on with this matter on Monday, as they seem to do, I 
hope unanimous consent will be granted that it may be taken up on 
Monday. reconsidered and rediscussed and finally disposed of. 

Mr. MILLER, of New York. I think I spoke the sentiments of 
nearly all interested in this glass tariff when I said that weask no con- 
sideration of it atthe presenttime. I fully agree with the remarks of the 
Senator from Kentucky that we ought not to do it in this case where 
the tariff has been reduced any more than we would in a case where 
it had been increased. Therefore I hope the Senator from Ohio will 
withdraw his motion to reconsider. 

Mr. MORRILL. He can enter it. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The motion is entered and pending. 
It can go over according to the request of the Senator from Ohio. And 
the Chair will ask once more, Is there objection to proceeding to the 
consideration of Schedule D at this time? 

Mr. VAN WYCK. I desire to know if there is to be any objection 
to offering amendments to any part of that schedule or tostriking it all 
out. If not I want to offer an amendment. Then I am willing it 
shall be passed over. 

Mr. ALLISON. Let us hear the amendment. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Theamendment of the Senator from 
Nebraska [Mr. VAN Wyck] will be read, 

The ACTING SECRETARY. The proposed amendment is to strike out 
all Schedule D and provide that all articles mentioned therein be placed 
in the free-list. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Is there objection to proceeding to 
the consideration of Schedule D at this time? 

Mr. INGALLS. When are we to return to the consideration of Sched- 
ule C? 

Mr. MORRILL. As soon as we get through with this. 

Mr. INGALLS. That is the understanding, that when this isthrough 
with the Senate is to return to the consideration of the omitted schedule ? 

Mr. MORRILL. I think we shall not be able to return to it before 
Monday, possibly not until Tuesday. 

Mr. INGALLS. I am unwilling that the consideration of the Senate 
should be permanently withdrawn from the omitted schedule. 

Mr. MORRILL. It will not be. 

Mr. INGALLS. And I shall only consent to the omission and the 
consideration of Schedule D with the understanding that we are to 
return to this immediately after that is finished. 

Mr. MORRILL. I have stated all I propose to say about it. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Is there objection to proceeding to the 
consideration of Schedule D? The Chair hears none. 

Mr. INGALLS. I object unless we are to have an understanding 
when we are to resume the omitted schedule. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Chair understands there is objec- 
tion. 

Mr. SHERNAN. Then let us proceed with the metal schedule. 

Mr. INGALLS. If the understanding is clear that when Schedule 
D is completed we are to return to the other schedule—— 

Mr. SHERMAN. I object because I understand the Senator from 
Kentucky was the gentleman who desired to have this postponed, and 
now it seems there is difficulty in the way. This has never been de- 
nied to a committee. The committee have examined a member of the 
commission who largely formed and reported this schedule. He is now 
under examination. His testimoney is being reduced to writing and 
print, and we want the use of that testimony in considering the metal 
schedule. It is only proposed to lay over the metal schedule for a day 
or two until that testimony can be printed, and in the mean time to 
make progress on the bill. I think we can make progress with the bill 
by going on with the metal schedule. I think, therefore, we had bet- 
ter go on with it. 

r. MORRILL. I hope the Senator from Kansas will not object, 
because it will contribute to the convenience of the Senate as well of 
all parties, I think. 

Mr. INGALLS. I do not wish for one to go to the consideration of 
the sugar schedule until after the metal schedule is concluded. I am 
entirely willing that the Schedule D shall be now considered, in which 











I understand there is no change whatever from existing rates, if it is 
to be understood that we do not go immediately on to the consideration 
of the sugar schedule. 

Mr. VANCE. I rise simply to assure the Senators on the other side 
that I sympathize with them in the trouble that they are having. | 
am aware of the difficulty in arranging a vast scheme of plunder like 
this tariff bill is where there are mutual jealousies and rivalries to be 
satisfied, and where now and then some Senator would think his folks 
were not getting their fair share of the plunder. They are having all 
kinds of trouble. I sympathize with them and beg to assure them of 
that sympathy, and hope that they will arrange themselves and get 
along with the business in some style, and save time. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Does the Chair understand the ob- 
jection of the Senator from Kansas to be withdrawn? 

Mr. INGALLS. With the understanding that I have stated. 

Mr. MORGAN. What is that understanding? 

Mr. ALLISON. That we take metals before we do sugar. 

The ee OFFICER. The Secretary will proceed to report 
Schedule D. 


The Acting Secretary read lines 847 to 891, as follows: 
SCHEDULE D.— Wood and wooden ware, 

Timber, hewn and sawed, and timber used for spars and in building wharves, 

20 per cent. ad valorem. 
imber, squared or sided, not specially enumerated or provided for in this act, 
1 cent per cubic foot. 

Sawed boards, plank, deals, anti other lumber of hemlock, white wood, syca- 
more, and bass wood, $1 per 1,000 feet, board measure, all other articles of sawed 
lumber 2 per 1,000 feet, board measure. But when lumber of any sortis planed 
or finished in addition to the rates herein provided, there shall be levied and 
paid for each side so planed or finished, 50 cents per 1,000 feet, board meausure. 

And if planed on one side, and tongued and grooved, $1 per 1,000 feet, board 
measure. 

And if planed on two sides, and tongued and grooved, $1.50 per 1,000 feet, board 
measure, 

Hubs for wheels, posts, last-blocks, wagon-blocks, ore-blocks, gun-blocks, 
heading-blocks, and all like blocks or sticks, rough hewn or sawed only, 20 per 
cent, ad valorem. 

Staves of wood of all kinds, 10 per cent. ad valorem. 

Pickets and palings, 20 per cent. ad valorem. 

Laths, 15 cents per 1,000 pieces. 

Shingles, 35 cents per 1,000. 

Pine cla rds, r 1,000, 

ae clap-boards, $1.50 per 1,000. 

House or cabinet furniture, in piece or rough, and not finished, 30 per cent. ad 
valorem, 

Cabinetware and house furniture, finished, 35 per cent. ad valorem. 

Casks and barrels, empty, sugar-box shooks, and packing-boxes, and packing- 
box shooks, of wood, not specially enumerated or provided for in this act, 30 
per cent. ad valorem. 

Manufactures of cedar-wood, granadilla, ebony, mahogany, rosewood, and 
satinwood, 35 per cent. ad valorem. 

Manufactures of wood, or of which wood is the chief component part, not 
specially enumerated or provided for in this act, 35 per cent. ad valorem. 

, unmanufactured, not specially enumera’ or provided for in this act, 
20 per cent. ad valorem. 


The PRESIDING OFFICER. The question now is on the amend- 
ment of the Senator from Nebraska [Mr. VAN Wyck]. 

Mr. HALE. What is that? 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. It will be read. 

The ACTING SECRETARY. The amendment is to strike out all of 
Schedule D, and insert in the free-list the articles mentioned therein. 

Mr. CONGER. Has the reading of the schedule been finished ? 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. _ It has been. 

Mr. VAN WYCK. Mr. President, although this is a very important 
interest, I find the commissioners in their report treat it very summarily. 
I did suppose that probably here was a very fine opportunity to find a 
realization of what had been heralded with so much noise and flourish of 
trumpets, that the Tariff Commission had so far discharged their duty 
as to be able to make a reasonable concession to the popular demand 
of this nation and reduce a little of the burdens of taxation by reducing 
the customs duties. I have not been able as yet to find that that hope 
has been realized, that either in the report of the commission or in the 
bill of the Finance Committee the people of this nation have thus far 
any right to hope that thereshall be some redress from taxation. When 
they reach this branch of the case this commission content themselves 
with some four or five lines. They tell us: 


ScHEDULE D.— Woods. 


The duties in this schedule have not been changed. The following table in- 
cludes the —— of lumber, as well as the several branches of wood 
manufactures, illustrates the importance and progress of this industry in 
the United States. 

And then they give atable. These gentlemen, if they obtained the 
facts, knew that this important industry, the manufacture of lumber, 
had nearly vanished in the United States. This idea of to the 
different industries, notably that of glass, which was mentioned just 
now, was that they were in their infancy, that they needed encourage- 
ment and support, when the fact is notorious that the lumber interest 
of this country has nearly vanished. If the census reports of that 
branch, obtained at so much expense to the Government are true, we 
have but eight years’ supply now in this nation from its pineries. They 
will be exhausted in eight years, and there will be the end. 

Will gentlemen tell us this commission could not have paused long 
enough to have thrown in a fact, to have introduced an argument whereby 
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this tariff duty should still be retained? My friend from Wisconsin, | 
who I see is listening to me, of course has a natural feeling in this mat- 
ter. Two or three States contain all the pineries of any account in the 
United States, and these, lange as they seem to be to-day, have been | 
diminishing so rapidly that if the supply in the future continues as it | 
is now eight years will find a termination of it. Then will gentlemen 
tell us why this commission has recommended that this duty should be | 
-ontinued upon the American people? Is there any reason? This in- | 
dustry is developed; the pineries of this nation are in the hands of a 
few holders. If we put these articles upon the free-list and open com- | 
petition with Canada, the owners of American pineries, the manutact- 
urers of lumber in this country have the advantage, because those who 
purchase pine lands in Canada purchase at higher rates than they would 
purchase the pine lands here of the United States Government. 

Those who manufacture in Canada probably manuiiacture at higher 

ates than the manufacturers of lumber in the United States, because 
they probably have not the opportunity of machinery that we have. | 
They must transport their lumber to market trom Canada, and liave an 
increased expenditure in that way. So there is no reason why another | 
advantage in the way of a tariff of from $1 to $3 a thousand should be 
riven. 
These are the facts as far as the manufacture is concerned; and yet 
millions are required to use lumber, the price of which has continually 
been growing from year to year until soon it will be beyond the reach | 
of even persons of ordinary ability to construct houses entirely of pine. | 
Why this duty should be continued we have no reason given in the 
Tariff Commission report, and we have had no reason assigned here 
except it be the fact that every industry of this country, it is claimed 
by some gentlemen, needs some protection from the Government. 

When my friends were arguinga whileago on the civil-service bill and 
were endeavoring to find what the people meant, there was a vast deal 
of examination and philosophy indulged in as to what the people meant 
and a vast deal of willingness manifested on the part of certain gentle- 
men to bow meekly to what the decree of the American people had been. 
That was their anxiety and they thought they had found it in the erec- 
tion of a civil-service tribunal. I beg gentlemen not to stop there. 

The American people desire some relief from taxation, and that was | 


the voice they spoke with no uncertain sound. ‘They could see no rea- 
son why certain industries in this country should be protected at the | 
expense of others. I ask gentlemen whose constituencies are required 
to build houses above their heads, to make fences around their tarms, 
to make barns to house their cattle in winter time, if they can give a 
satisfactory reason to their constituents why this tax should continue | 
to be imposed upon them’? One thing is evident; the manufacturing 
industry of wood in this country does not need it; it is not in the suf- 
fering condition which the glass interest was mentioned as occupying. 
There is no pretense of that kind. 

Then I say to my friends who are so anxiously looking forthe verdict 
of the American people and desire to know what it meant and who sup- 
posed they were yielding a little to that demand, that it was published 
throughout the length and breadth of the land that the Tariff Commis- | 
sion had so bowed to that decree as to lower the duties upon articles, 
and yet we have failed to find it within their report; we have failed to 
lind it in the discussion on this question upon this floor. If it be so, | 
then it is so small that it requires a microscopic vision to find it. But | 
I request gentlemen to pause just a moment in the condition of the lum- 
ber trade of this country to consider the wants of those who require the 
use of the products of this industry, and ask themselves—because their | 
people at home understand it—whether there be any necessity to protect | 
this industry. 

Mr. HALE. Will the Senator yield to me for a question? 

Mr. VAN WYCK. Certainly. 

Mr. HALE. Does the Senator understand, first, that the committee 
has left all of this subject of lumber untouched so far as duties go upon 
it, and secondly, that the raw material, the round log in every form, is 
put upon the free-list? So there is simply the protection upon the 
manufacture of the lumber, the labor here that comes in competition | 
with labor abroad. Everything in the nature of the raw material is 
tree, absolutely so, and is found in terms in the subsequent part of this 
hill placed upon the free-list, and to that the luniber interest do not ob- 
ject. Let the lumber be cut down in Canada, anywhere in the Domin- 
ion, it may be brought in here for manufacture free; the more the better 
for the protection of our forests. 

Mr. VAN WYCK. I say to my friend if his theory be good that the 
log should come in free, why not the product of that log when it is | 
converted into boards in Canada? Why not? 

Mr. COCKRELL. Will the Senator from Nebraska yield a moment? 

Mr. VAN WYCK. Yes. 

Mr. COCKRELL. In lines 890 and 891 the language used is: 

Wood, unmanufactured, not especially enumerated or provided for in this act, 
20 per cent. ad valorem. 

Does not that cover logs and every other kind of lumber? 

Mr. HALE. No. If the Senator will turn to page 91, in line 2074, 
he will find upon the free-list: 


and round unmanufactured timber, not specially enymerated or pro- 
vided for in this act, nndahip tik, rom 


| not suffering. 


Mr. COCKRELL. 
dodge. 

Mr. HALE. Does the Senator believe that is a dodge? 

Mr. COCKRELL. I do think it is taxed. 

Mr. HALE. Does the Senator believe that as in terms the commit- 
tee has put upon the free-list *‘ logs and round unmanufactured timber 
not specially enumerated by or provided for in this act ’’ the provision 
for *‘ wood ’’ would cover logs and unmanufactured timber and ship 
timber? 

Mr. COCKRELL. What is wood but logs? 

Mr. HALE. It means wood, in distinction from logs that are cut 
for timber, that are round and unmanutactured; there is no question 
about that; the classification has always been distinct. Wood itself 
means the wood consumed, burned, tire-wood. It is entirely distinet 
from lumber and has never been considered the same in the Depart- 
ment. I know that the Senator can not point to a construction in the 
Department anywhere contrary to what | am saying, but I can point 
to him any number of constructions fixing this matter, and it is well un- 
derstood by anybody who has had anything to do with the Department. 
And it goes further than this. In another part of the bill shingle-boards, 
the raw material, unsawed, unmanutactured, are let in free, just as the 
shingle-makers in my State and other States are entirely willing they 


Yes; but here it is provided for. That is only a 


should, and that concession is made to the advocates of the admission 


of raw material duty free. The Senator from Missouri and the Senator 
trom Nebraska need not trouble themselves about the provision for 
wood interfering. 

Mr. VAN WYCK. Oh, no; that is not troubling us. Now, will 
the Senator tell me, if his theory be good—and I take it it is—that the log 
should be allowed to come in tree of duty, why the product of that log 
converted into lumber in the Dominion of Canada should not come in 
free? ; 

Mr. HALE. Does not the Senator know that there he is dealing 
with the broad domain of the difference between protecting the raw 
material unmanutactured, and the manufactured material that is in- 
creased in value by our workmen coming in competition with under- 
paid foreign labor? That is oneof the great questions that is apparent 
to every body when be looks at it. 

Mr. VAN WYCK. We were promised during the last session of Con- 
gress that we were to have a tariff so simplified that he who ran might 
read and understand it, but it seems that this same old thing must be 
continued; we must have a tariff here which it requires an expert to 
explain and a lawyer to fully understand. I understand this theory 
of the protection of labor; but will the gentleman tell me when he is 
protecting a few thousand men in converting sawed logs in Michigan 
or Wisconsin into lumber and imposes a tax of $3 per thousand upon 


lumber, how many laboring men in this nation does he strike and draw 
| a tax of that amount out of their pockets? There are laborers on the 
other side of the question who unfortunately are not considered here; 


| thousands upon the plains of the West and in the East also, who are 


under the necessity of purchasing lumber. Do you say that to protect 
American labor from one to three dollars shall be taken out of the 
pocket of a man in the West and placed in the pockets of the owners ot 
an industry that needs no protection in this land, an industry which 
has grown to its full strength, and which, as far as the material is con 
cerned, must soon pass away? The difliculty here is that every single 
laborer, as you call him, must combine to protect one another, and 


| against the people who suifer from the exactions on them; and hence 


it is you find your glass interests, when suffering, are compelled to come 
up and push up the cart of the owners of pineries whose interests are 
That is the difficulty with all these interests that come 
here to seek protection as against the people. 

There can be no sort of reason or argument to sustain this tax upon 
lumber to-day. You say you admit the log free. I can swing around 
the other part of the circle and point to gentlemen and ask them if they 
can explain that matter to their constituentsat home. Isitany answer 
when a man is required to pay $3 a thousand tax on lumber to tell him, 
‘*Yes; you can go to Canada and buy the lumber in the log and ro! the 
log over to your home?’’ 

Mr. CONGER. The Senator’s speech undoubtedly wif] go into his- 
tory. 

Mr. VAN WYCK. With the Senator from Michigan’s. 

Mr. CONGER. Therefore I desire that he should not say $3 a thou- 
sand. The highest rate in this bill is $2 a thousand. 

Mr. VAN WYCK. I think it isas high as $3.50, but the bill will show. 
[ will accept the proposition at $2. 

Mr. CONGER. So many people would take the gentleman’s speech 
instead of the bill that I wished him, if possible, to be correct. 

Mr. VAN WYCK. I amobliged to the Senator. I will put it at $2, 


| and then propound the same question and let that go into history. 


Mr. CONGER. I will answer it. 
Mr. VAN WYCK. I hopeso. I hope the Senator will tell me why 


| with the pineries in his State increasing in value from year to year you 
| strike for this duty which will protect the owners of pineries at the ex- 


pense of the millions whose necessities require them to purchase lum- 
ber, and then will explain why it is necessary te impose a tax of $2 4 
thousand on lumber 
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Mr. CONGER. If the gentleman wishes, I will tell him. 

Mr. VAN WYCK. It is in violation of all the principles upon which 
these taxes are imposed, as I understand. The ground has been the 
necessity to protect the infant industries of this nation. That is the 
pretense, and yet, a8 1 have before stated, here is an industry which has 
grown to its full strength and to its full manhood, an industry which 
has been growing in value from year to year. 

I ask the Senator if he does not know the fact that even in Michigan 
the American manufacturer of lumber can compete without any duty 
with the manufacturer of lumber in Canada. The manufacturer of 
American lumber can stand upon thatfooting and be successful. 

It does not amuse anybody or please anybody, if only $2 a thousand 
is exacted, to tell him the logis free. Is not that astrange position to 
take? The man that buys 1,000 feet of lumber, and can hardly buy 
that, to build him a cabin on the plains of the West, is told that the 
log is free, and therefore his right has been recognized to have taxation 
reduced in a measure: 

Mr. President, I desired only to call the attention of the Senate to 
this matter. I desired especially the attention of some of my friends 
on this side of the House, who were looking so anxiously to find the 
meaning of the verdict of the American people. I want to call their 
attention to the fact that they can find it right here. We have been 
amused in the months gone by with the assertion that there was to be 
some regluction of taxes, some lifting of the load which rested on the 
American people; that we had millions on millions in the Treasury we 
did not know what to do with, and we were hunting around to find 
where we could unload a little, where we conldrelieve burdens. This 
body during the last session and now are wrestling with the great propo- 
sition how can we get less money in the Treasury? That notoriously 
was the position taken. 

Some gentlemen are so anxious to prevent money being poured into 
the Treasury that they would take the taxes off tobacco and whisky. 
The enormities of the internal revenue just begin to glare upon the 
minds of some gentlemen, and the enormity of this internal revenue is 
so terrible that it must all be wiped out. That is the theory of some. 
We are getting too much money in the Treasury; that is corrupting, 
demoralizing, dangerous. First you put the money there by taxes, and 
the great absorbing question seems to be how to get money out of the 
pockets of the people, and then how to spend it atter it is got out. 

This great problem is to be solved by taking less money from the people 
and putting less into the Treasury of the United States. Fiity million 
dollars too much we collect, and the nation can not be safe, true politi- 
cal principles can not be safe in this nation unless we collect fifty mill- 
ions less out of the pockets of the people; and yet when we come right 
down to this simple matter of lumber, where there is no pretense that 
any injustice or wrong will be done, or that there will be even any sen- 
sible diminution of the fortunes of the owners of the great forests in this 
country by putting lumber on the free-list, gentlemen stand up and 
refuse to aid, to assist the American people in this very point where 
they could render them a little assistance and relieve a little of the 
burdens of taxation which rest upon them, 

Mr. CONGER. Mr. President, there are some comments of the Sen- 
ator from Nebraska [Mr. VAN Wyck] which I desire to remark upon. 
The general usual speech of the Senator I would not undertake to grap- 
ple with so late in the week and so late in the day. 

The Senator from Nebraska represents an agricultural and cattle- 
raising and wool-raising community. He has gone, to escape the force 
of my remarks, but I hope he will read them. 

Mr. VAN WYCK. No, Lam coming to hear them. 

Mr. CONGER. Iam glad the gentlemanis here. The Senator rep- 
resents an interest in this country which I assert without fear of contra- 
diction to-day is better protected by the tariff now existing, and, as far 
as I can see, by the tariff proposed, than any and all other interests put 
toxether; and with a knowledge of those facts, if he does know them— 
and if he does not he ought to—he has now and on former occasions at- 
tacked the system of protection of industries for the industries’ sake, 
vehemently, violently, rashly. I want to call his attention and that 
of his constituents to the fallacy of his theory and his position, and to 
the injurious effects, if he could carry out his wishes, upon every con- 
stituent who has honored him by giving him a place in the Senate. If 
he could carry out the doctrine and the theory he has proposed here, 
he would do more to cut down and destroy the interests of his agricult- 
ural, cattle-raising constituents than all the free-traders on the other 
side of the House or in any of the colleges of the country or among any 
of the members of the Cobden Club could effect if they could carry out 
their views. 

The Senator moves here and advocates putting upon the free-list 
all the articles in this schedule, but his remarks are directed more 
particularly to lumber, and he has made an astounding proposition, 
which, coming from any man who had any acquaintance whatever with 
lumber, would seem to me to be the idle sayings of an idle man. I 
will venture to say that the Senator does not know to-day the meaning 
of the price of stumpage. Does he? 

Mr. VAN WYCK. I say to my friend that if he will compare notes 
he will find out that the stumpage in the United States is less than the 
stumpage in Canada. I call attention to that fact. 





Mr. CONGER. The gentleman has replied to my inquiry as to his 
knowledge by asserting my ignorance, a usual method but not always 
successful. Perhaps the reply is all that I should have ex , for 
venture to say that the question of stumpage, its price, its cost, the 
range of the last few years in this country and in is as un- 
known to the Senator from Nebraska to-day as the kind of trees that 
grow along the Congo River, in Africa; and if I am mistaken in that 
God knows how much I should like to be enlightened. I say that 
for this reason: The Senator said in his remarks now that the stump- 
age in the United States was less than in Canada. In his former re- 
marks he said that lumber could be produced in the United States 
cheaper than in Canada. The whole subject iscovered over by a man- 
tle of ignorance on the subject of lumbering that would astonish the 
driver of a team in the pine woods of Michigan, and would make that 
boy who drives the team wish to God that he could be in the Senate of 
the United States for a few minutes to inform Senators on a subject of 
which they seem to be so ignorant. 

Now, sir, without pretending to be exact in the statement I make to 
a few cents or a cent, I will state what I do know in regard to the stump- 
age of pine in the United States in the three great Northwestern pine 
States, in some of the Southern States along the pine belt there, and in 
Canada 

In Michigan the average value of stumpage per thousand of the tim- 
ber standing throughout the whole extent of the upper peninsula and 
the lower peninsula may safely be said not to be less than $5 a thousand 
feet; ‘in some cases eight, nine, and ten dollars a thousand, the very choice 
timber and very near the streams or the lakes where it may be floated 
to mills and to market; in other places one, two, and three dollars per 
thousand; but it isthe common opinion of lumbermen and of the people 
who have charge of that interest that the average value in open market 
for cash to-day of the pine in Michigan would not be less per thousand 
feet stum than $5. In Wisconsin I understand that the stumpage 
is a trifle less. The quality of the large portion of Wisconsin lumber is 
not quite as good in the higher grades asin Michigan. In Minnesota 
the stumpage of all the regions accessible to the streams for floatage is 
about the same as in Wisconsin. In the Southern States, in the whole 
belt around from the Atlantic coast to the Gulf, I understand the stump- 
age remote from streams is much less than inthe North. I understand 
that along the streams the stumpage of the pine of the South is very 
nearly the same as the stumpage of that class of coarser pine in the 
State of Michigan. Not less than two to three dollars per thousand is 
the average of all the Southern States, that which is accessible to the 
streams and that which is more remote. . 

Now, one word as to the exhaustion of pine in the United States. 

Mr. INGALLS. The Senator did not state the pine stumpage in 
Canada. 

Mr. CONGER. Iam coming to that. In Canada the stumpage of 
the Crown lands, which is the main portion of the pine region of Can- 
ada, from the Ottawa and streams tributary to the Saint Lawrence, and 
around the Georgian Bay and Lake Huron and Lake Superior, is fixed 
by law, changed but once or twice within the last fifteen years. The 
great portion of the pine lands are Crown lands belonging to the gov- 
ernment. By the laws of Canada the commissioner of Crown lands 
may give permits to people who desire to cut pine upon the Crown lands 
without buying the soil to cut the pine lands under certain fixed terms 
by law. They have varied but a few cents in fifteen years. There is 
to be a deposit of a small amount made to the government before the 
cutting. Atter the permit is obtained and the parties holding the per- 
mit cut off the lumber and manuiacture it, taking the results from the 
mill, there is a royalty now of 45 cents a thousand, formerly 25 cents 
a thousand, a few years ago raised to 35 cents, and the last regulation 
in regard to that was a stumpage of 45 cents a thousand; and that too 
after it has been cut and converted into lumber and all the waste lumber 
thrown out. 

The whole cost of entering the lands, getting the permit, paying all 
that is to be paid to the government, is less than 50 cents per thousand feet 
stumpage, and that for only manufactured articles, after all.the waste 
of the log is thrown out. I speak of that merely, that this is throm. 
out, because in the measurement of logs anywhere by any of the rules 
or schedules it is understood that a log is measured as to its soundness, 
its crookedness, its facility for manufacture. It is measured as near as 
can be for what the log will produce in lumber in inch boards; so that 
with proper scaling it would be supposed that the measurement could 
not vary very materially of lumber after it was sawn per thousand and 
the ordinary scaling of the log for market. 

Mr. VAN WYCK. I wish to ask the Senator in that connection 
whether in Canada the purchasers of the logs become also the purchasers 
of the soil ? & 

Mr. CONGER. I stated that; the Senator did not notice. I said 


the Crown pine lands were not sold to those who wish to take off the 


timber. The soil remains in the government, but all the timber of 
all kinds that may be manufactured is granted in the permit with a 
condition. The royalty, I think, is now at 45 cents a t and 


the whole expense of royalty and deposit and all is less than 50 cents a 
thousand. 
Those are the statements I make in regard to the question of the value 
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of stumpage, the value of the standing pine which the purchaser may | 
take and convert into logs and lumber and the price he would have to | 


pay for it. The difference then is at least four dollars and a half a 


thousand between the value of the standing tree in the United States, | 


in Michigan, and in Canada. 

Mr. VAN WYCK. Will the Senator allow me to interrupt him? 

Mr. CONGER. Wait a minute. I know the impetuosity of my 
friend, but he can wait a minute, I think, for I have seen him do that 
when I have made a special request before. 

The average between all the pine of Maine, the remaining timbers of 
Maine, of the hill country of Pennsylvania, of New York, of Michigan, 
of Wisconsin, Minnesota, and the entire belt of the Southern Atlantic 
and Gulf States might be placed at $3 per thousand fvet stumpage stand- 
ing timber, and it would not be a very incorrect if at all an incorrect 
proposition, without taking the soil, because I do not speak of stump- 
age in these States with the soil. It is not the soil that is bought, but 
it is the value of the standing timber or the down timber if it be suit- 
able for logs, to be taken off within a given period, and the soil remains 
in the hands of its owners or is sold to somebody else tor cultivation. 
Now I will hear the Senator from Nebraska 

Mr. VAN WYCK. Most of the owners of the pineries in this coun- 
try obtain their land by purchase trom the Government. 

Mr. CONGER. That is not so; but 1 will let it pass. 

Mr. VAN WYCK. Very well; then pass it. That land was obtained 
at $1.25an acre. I donot know by what process. I shallnot makemy 
question long. 

Mr. CONGER. Make it any time this afternoon; that will be time 


enough. 

Mr. VAN WYCK. I will gratify my friend, then. I do not know 
just how my friend manipulates his figures. I suppose they are ma- 
nipulated about the way all these figures are made. 

Mr. CONGER. I do not propose that the Senator shall insert in the 
midst of the speech I am making, which will be sought for and read by 
allmy constituents, hisownspeech, which must stand upon its merits. 

Mr. VAN WYCK. But I want to puta little sound doctrine into it. 

Mr. CONGER. The Senator will excuse me. 

Mr. VAN WYCK. I will ask the question. 

Mr. CONGER. I will resume the floor and go on with my remarks. 

Mr. VAN WYCK. Will the Senator not allow the question to be 
asked ? 

Mr. CONGER. i have not heard any propounded. 

Mr. VAN WYCK. I rose to propound a question to the Senator and 
he suggested that I take all the time I desired, which | proceeded to do. 
Mr. CONGER. I meant when I was through. ‘ 
Mr. VAN WYCK. I will consult the Senator’s convenience, but 
want to say that he is wrong in his statement; I waut that to go with 
his speech; and I will be able to show the fact that he is mistaken in 
his figures, as all figures in regard to the tariif are apt to be a misstate- 
ment. Iwanted toask aquestion, but the Senator declined to yield for it. 

Mr. CONGER. I supposealmost anybody could go through this kind 
of catechism and interruption and dinning in the ears when making a 
statement of facts without being embarrassed. I admit my sensitive- 


ness and my inability to control myself in the midst of such a din of 
words, and would desire to go on with my remarks, unless it is fora | 


question, which has not been propounded yet. 

Mr. VAN WYCK. I will propound the question. 

Mr. CONGER. Let me get through. 

Mr. VAN WYCK. The Senator refuses to allow a question. 

Mr. CONGER. No, I do not refuse. 

Mr. VAN WYCK. Then will the Senator allow a question? 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Does the Senator irom Michigan yield 
to the Senator from Nebraska? 

Mr. CONGER. I must insist that the Senator shall regard the ordi- 
nary rule, and that when a Senator undertakes to make remarks he shall 


be allowed to make them. It does not add anything to the weight of 


my remarks or the Senator’s. Whether my statements are true or false, 
that is for the Senate and for the country to say. Familiar as I have 
been almost all my life with the lumbering of Michigan, with the ex- 
amination of the importations of lumber from Canada, with the amount 


produced each year, I have given to the best of my knowledge and judg- | 


ment the relative value of stumpage in the United States, including all 
the States in which pine lumber grows and is manufactured. I have 
given the stumpage inCanada. If my statements are true, then the re- 
marks of the Senator from Nebraska that the pine of Canada standing 
costs more than it does im Michigan is very far from correct. I want 
now to k of another point of the Senator’s remarks. 

Mr. FRYE. Will the Senator pardon an interruption ? 

_ Mr. CONGER. I do not care to interrupt gentlemen who are talk- 
all around, but they must either talk louder or I must, one or the 
, and see who has the floor. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Senator from Michigan has the 
floor, and other Senators will please observe order. Does the Senator 
from Michigan yield to the Senator from Maine? 

Mr. F . [simply desire one thing to be distinctly understood. 
When the Senator of stumpage in the United States he means 
the trees without the land always, does he not? 


Mr. CONGER. Yes, sir. 

Mr. FRYE. And when he speaks of royalty in Canada he means 

| the stumpage without the land? 

Mr. CONGER. Yes, sir. 

|. Mr. FRYE. Royalty there taking the place of stumpage here? I 

simply wanted Senators to understand. 

|} Mr. CONGER. Yes, sir, 1 want it understood distinctly, when I 

| speak of the value of stumpage in the United States I mean the stand- 

ing or fallen trees which are purchased and may be converted into logs 
or into lumber. When I speak of royalty in Canada I mean the price 

paid per thousand feet for the timber taken from the land without ret- 

erence to the soil, and added to the royalty a small amount, which I 

can not exactly state now, which is given beforehand to secure the per- 

mit—it may be perhaps $20 or $30 for the permit, embracing sometimes 

whole townships, which adds a little to the stumpage, but makes it all 

considerably less than 50 cents a thousand feet stumpagy 

Now, I come to another proposition of the Senator trom Nebraska, 
which I consider to be utteriy and entirely incorrect. It is that the 
Canadian lumber costs more in its manufacture than American lumber. 
Those who have been familiar with the lumber business know how in- 
correct that is. I need not make any remarks for my constituents and 
for those in the Northern or in the Southern States who ure engaged in 
the manufacture of lumber. Let it be understood then that any man 
desiring to lumber in Canada can get a permit of from one mile square 
to a whole township of thirty-six miles square, or two to three town- 
ships if he desires to dose, by paying the stumpage which I have stated. 
He may select it in the most advantageous place possible for transporta- 
tion, as they do all around the Georgian Bay or Lake fLuron, all around 
the north shore of Lake Huron, all around and along the shores of 
Lake Superior, that whole region, and all along British Columbia on 
our western border, and all along Maine and Connecticut and New 
Hampshire, where there is more or less lumbering being done. 

The value of labor of the various kinds in the mill in Canada is from 
15 per cent. one year and never varying more than from 15 to 17 per 
cent., less than American labor. Rightalongside of thestraitson which 
I live, within view of my own porch, the laborers have crossed the river, 
not in the lumber region now, for the lumber there is taken away, and 
labor is from 15 per cent. to 25 per cent. less in Canada than it is in 
Michigan. 

Mr. FRYE. How about the teams? 

Mr. CONGER. The value of teams per day’s labor in Canada is in 
many parts of Canada 5! per cent. less than it is in Michigan. Toil- 
lustrate, there came across the river in one year, coming into Mich 
and Wisconsin to go into the pine woods, with their little packages upon 
theirshoulders, theirax, and their little clothing, and entered themselves, 
with these materials as the tools admissible under the law, as laborers— 


Sanh 





there came in the month of November and up to the 15th of Decem- 
ber three years ago, which is the time I have my figures, over 5,000 
laboring men out of Canada into Michigan and into Wisconsin, intothe 
lumber woods, in the fall of the, year, when the lumbereamps were be- 
ing formed. On this very day, when the Senator is talking about the 
dear labor of Canada, there are 10,000 or more Canadians working in 


this midwinter in the forests of Michigan and Wisconsin and Minne- 
| sota, more than 10,000 men coming from Canada into the lumber woods 
of those three States alone, to my certain knowledge, and there have 
been for years past. Why do thev leave Canada in such great hordes, with 
their bundles on their backs and their ax with them, if it is a favorite 
one, to go into our woods, if they get so much more at home in Canada? 
Canadian teams, under the law, are permitted to come in and stay six 
months borided, and if they are returned back before the end of the 
six months thev can come in and give bond and goand work in our 
woods and return to Canada when the winter’s work is done, and by 
showing their teams to the custom-house oilicers have their bonds can 

celed and pay no duty. 

Mr. CAMERON, of Wisconsin. Will the Senator allow me to ask 
him a question ? 

Mr. CONGER. Yes, sir. 

Mr. CAMERON, of Wisconsin. The Senator is very familiar with 
this subject, and I ask him what duty the Canadian Government im- 
poses upon American lumber imported into Canada? 

Mr. CONGER, I can not tell the Senator that, for this reason: Un- 
til the last few years there was no duty upon American lumber 

Mr. CAMERON, of Wisconsin. I understand the duty is about 15 
or 20 per cent. 

Mr. CONGER. In the new provisions of the tariff, which are chang- 
ing from time to time in that country, I have not the latest report of it. 

Mr. CAMERON, of Wisconsin. I know a constituent of the Senator 
from Minnesota, who is manufacturing lumber very largely, as the Sen- 
ator is aware, at Minneapolis and other portions of that State, attempted 
to export lumber into the Canadian metropolis of the Northwest, and 
the duty is so heavy that notwithstanding the high price of lumber 
there he could not do it profitably. e 

Mr. CONGER. So I have understood. 

Mr. CAMERON, of Wisconsin. It is higher than the duty we im- 
pose upon Canadian lumber. 
| Mr. CONGER. In the manulacture of salt, from very frequent inqnir- 
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ies, and from the manufacture of lumber, from knowledge and inquiries I 
have made for the last thirty yearson thatsubject, having been myselfin 
former years a lumberman and interested directly in knowing these 
things, | know that the labor of Canada is at Teast from 25 to 35 per 

cent. all the year round for all kinds of labor less than it is in the United 
States—in Michigan, I will say. 

Mr. VAN WYCK. As the Senator is conversant with this subject, 
I ask him whether the American manufacturer of lumber has any ad- 
vantage by improved machinery over the Canadian manufacturer? 

Mr. CONGER. He has notaparticle. There is not a new mill-dog, 
there is not a new setting-machine, there is not a new ratchet, there is 
not a new siding-mill but what a manufacturer on any large scale of 
lumber in Canada provides himself with it just as quick as he does in 
the States. All through the States and all through Canada expen- 
sive machinery is thrownout every month and new inventions facilitat- 
ing the labor.of the mill are put in. Those changes are going on so 
often that if a man goes into any leading mill of the Saginaw Valley or 
of any part of Michigan, or Wisconsin, or Minnesota, or Canada, six 
months after he has seen it once, and he knows what the machinery is, 
he will see entire changes perhaps in the same mill and in its machin- 
ery; and the Canadians do manufacture in Canada mill machinery and 
agricultural implements, keeping up with the times, as good as are 
made anywhere, because the moment we have anything valuable here, 
without the royalty and without the patent the Canadian can take pos- 
session of it and have the free use of our invention and of our labor 
just as they want, and as their friends here want the Canadian to have 
the free use of the American labor in our midst. 

I do not need to dwell longer upon the fact that labor in Canada is 
cheaper than it is in the States by from 25 to 50 per cent. in all its 
branches, and especially in the lumbering regions. There emigrated 
into the Northwestern States from Canada, of actual immigrants, fami- 
lies, young men, the bone and sinew of Canada, through one port, that 
of Port Huron, where I reside, 20,000 people in one year three years 
ago, and nearly that number since that in each year of emigrants from 
Canada came into the States, into Michigan and Wisconsin and Minne- 
sota and Dakota to live there and to grow up there, because of the bet- 
ter wages and the better fortunes which they can make in the States. 
Tell me that the labor in Canada receives more wages than the labor in 
the United States! All these facts go to show how futile and foolish 
is such a proposition as that. 

The productions of Canada on which the laborer lives are cheaper 
there than in the States; and that brings me around to say a word or 
two in regard to the inconsistency of gentlemen representing the prairie 
States, where there is no lumber, who attack lumber because it is pro- 
duced in other States and they buy it—their inconsistency in being tree- 
trade men and attacking tariff because they do not happen to produce 
lumber and do happen to produce, in an overgrowing abundance, almost 
all the great agricultural products of the country. 

I said incidentally a few moments ago that if you look through the 
entire tariff-list, look through the advantages given to all kinds of manu- 
facture, and in their aggregate they are less and properly less as pro- 
tective duties, as tariff duties, than upon agricultural products, the 
productions of the State of the Senator who is ridiculing all tariff. 

Why, sir, in Nebraska and in the prairie States and in the Southern 
States, in Texas and all that region, they raise quantities of wool. 
Wool is protected as these gentlemen assure us beyond all limit. Wool 
is the production of almost eVery Statein this Union. Michigan a few 
years ago was the third State in the Union in the amount of its wool 
production, but Texas has outstripped it and become the second State 
in the Union, I believe, for its wool production to-day; and yet the 
representatives from Texas with their free-trade views, if carried out 
with regard to wool, would crush the wool-raising industry of the 
United States and make sheep raising worthless here. Take wheat. 
The gentleman knows what wheat is and where it is grown all over his 
own State. Wheat has a duty larger than any manufacturing industry 
for its protection. Twenty-five cents per bushel the tariff gives here 
and elsewhere as a protection for the industry of those great wheat- 
raising States, and 15 cents for corn—another overshadowing industry 
of all the States from whence these free-trade gentlemen come up here 
and denounce tariffs for manufactures. Oats have a duty of 10 cents a 
bushel; barley 15 gents a bushel, and so on through the list of grains. 
Do those who raise cattle and make beef and pork know that in these 
lumber States, in the camps, there are $4,500,000 worth of products of 
the soil, of the farm, used in every year in three States of this Union 
where the lumbercomes from, Michigan, Wisconsin, Minnesota? Does 
the gentleman know that we bu maps the prairie States, protected as 
they are by duties hi than any other branch of industry, 
some millions of dollars of their mee nant which we will protect 
and do protect and labor to protect as earnestly as we do the lumber or 
the steel or the iron interest ? 

Now, sir, along the chain of lakes which border upon most of the 
lumber region of the three gseat Northern States, in the same latitude, 
in the same climate, with speaking the same language and with 
the same institutions—right ong owe waters, in Canada the people 
raise exact] ehgreed een | lumber, ap Hon tong wool, 
beef, pork, butter, , the whele list om which I could enumerate the 











duties; and far off near the Northwest prairie States, in that great 
newly ‘discovered wheat region of Manitoba, where commencing wit); 
30,000 or 40,000 bushels of wheat three years ago we have half a mill. 
ion this year, with the prospect of receiving ten, fifteen, or twent) 
millions of increase to compete with the prairie States themselves. |), 
they desire to take off the duty on grain, on wheat, on oats, on cattle, 
and leave our Northwestern and Western prairie States at the mercy of 
that great producing region? That is a question for these gentleme: 
to consider. 

Now, sir, I have said that we purchase for the lumber camps from 
one quarter and another between four and five million dollars’ worth o1 
farm products. We can buy them in Canada cheaper than we can get 
them from lowa; we can buy them in Canada cheaper than we ean ye 
them in Indiana or Illinois. They are less in price there, and the, 
wantour great market, they demand reciprocity. A narrow river, fro 
a quarter of a mile to a mile wide, divides us along the straits, and the 
lakes divide States producing exactly the same product in each. The 
waters which lead to Chicago will bring lumber from Georgian Bay «. 
cheap as they can from the Saginaw country, and cheaper. There is nv 
difference hardly in that respect against the lumber region of Canada 
They can take wheat, and cattle, and beef, and pork, and all the things 
for the camp into our lumber woods in Michigan and Wisconsin as che: 
as we can get them by rail from the interior of Iowa, Southern Illinois, 
Indiana, or Ohio. They can send them cheaper there; they can {i!! 
our market. 

What is the duty on cattle? We buy now several hundred thousan! 
dollars’ worth of horses and oxen for our lumber woods from Canai::. 
The duty on these animals is 20 per cent. of their value. The Canadi- 
ans for years have been raising the breeds of large draught horses, suited 
to the lumber woods. We buy immense numbers of that class of horses. 
We buy for these woods beef and perk. What is the duty on beef ani 
pork raised everywhere in the United States? A cent a pound for «!! 
beef and for all pork, and 20 per cent. of the value on all living ani- 
mals of every kind. 

I ask the attention of gentlemen who represent agricultural regions 
to the facts I am stating, or to theirdenial if they be not true. 1 do not 
go into the question of manufactures and the amount of products con- 
sumed by manufacturers; others will attend to that; but I desire to say 
that in the three States to which I have alluded—and of course the same 
remark applies to all that chain of Southern States where lumbering has 
been commenced, and is being carried on to some considerable extent, | 
understand—there is a market for nearly $5,000,000 worth of agricul t- 
ural products. If the lumbering interest is properly protected and it 
labor is protected we furnish a market for $5,000,000 worth of produce 
from these very agricultural States. If it is destroyed all that must seck 
another market. Now, it seems to me as if the argument is unanswer 
able that those States which produce the articles on which our lumber- 
men subsist have just as much interest in protecting that market an< 
preventing that industry from being destroyed as any set of men can be 
whoare not directly engaged in the business. I make that statement and 
that appeal to gentlemen to look at it in that light. 

_Mr. VOORHEES. If theSenator will yield to a motion to adjourn—— 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Doesthe Senator from Michigan yield 
to the Senator from Indiana? 

Mr. CONGER. If the chairman of the committee wishes to adjourn 
I do not care to go on further now. 

Mr. VOORHEES. If it be agreeable to the Senator from Michigan 
and also the Senator from Vermont, the chairman of the committee, ! 
will move an adjournment. 

Mr. MORRILL. I had hoped we should get through with this sched- 
ule to-night. 

Mr. VOORHEES. I do not think it is possible to come to a vote on 
this schedule to-night. 

Mr. MORRILL. Before we adjourn I desire to lay before the Senate 
some changes which have been proposed by the Committee on Finance 
on sugar and molasses, and I ask to have the schedule on sugar down 
as far as molasses printed in the RECORD as the Committee on Finance 
will propose to amend it. 

Mr. COCKRELL. Let it be printed separately too, on slips. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. Let it be printed separately. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The amendment suggested by the 
Senator from Vermont will lie on the table and be printed. 

Mr. MORRILL. Very well. 

Mr. ALLISON. And also in the Recor. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. In the REcorD also. 

The proposed schedule is as follows: 


ScHEDULE E.—Sugar. 

All sugars not above No. 13 Dutch standard in color, shall pay duty on their 
Se namel 
All not above No. 13 Dutch standard in color, all tank bottoms, siru sirups 
of cane juice mak mt po age concentrated melada, concrete and concen: 
trated molasses, testing by the not above 75°, eS of 1-3 
by the polariscopic pound,and for every addi degree or fraction of @ degree shown 

polariscopic test, they shall pay five undredths of a cent per pound ad- 


vinll sugar above No.1 13 Dutch standard in color, Sr aamak 
cates, cnn Gay Outy sn Ses, sae 
See a ae 0. 16 Dutch standard, 2.6 cents per 
pou’ 
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All sugars above No. 16 and not above No. 20 Dutch standard, 3.15 cents per 
d. 
Poul sugars above No. 20 Dutch standard, 3.65 cents per pound. 
Molasses testing not above 56° by the polariscope, shal! pay a dutyof 4 cents per 
gallon; molasses testing above 56° J pay a duty of 8 cents per gallon. 


Mr. MORRILL. If theSenator from Michigan will give way, I move 
that the Senate adjourn. 

Mr. CONGER. Iam willing to yield to that motion with the under- 
standing that I retain the floor. 

Mr. MORRILL. Then I move that the Senate adjourn. 


The motion was agreed to; and (at 5 o’clock and 26 minutes p. m.) 
the Senate adjourned. 





HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
SATURDAY, January 20, 1883. 


The House met at 11 o’clock,a.m. Prayer by the Chaplain, Rev. 
F. D. POWER. ° 

The Journal of yesterday’s proceedings was read and approved. 

FUEL FOR COMMITTEE-ROOMS. 

Mr. ROBINSON, of Massachusetts. I offer, Mr. Speaker, for im- 
mediate adoption, the resolution which I send to the desk. 

The SPEAKER. The resolution will be read. 

The Clerk read as follows: 

Resolved, That the Clerk of the House be directed to purchase immediately ten 


cords of wood for use in the committee, cloak, and retiring rooms of the House, 
the same to be paid for out of the contingent fund of the House. 


Mr. ROBINSON, of Massachusetts. The necessity for the immediate | 

of the resolution is that the committee of which I am a member | 
had to sit last evening without a fire, and again this morning we were 
informed that no fuel was onhand. I think we ought to have some fire 
in the rooms such weather as this. 

The SPEAKER. Is there objection to the present consideration of 
the resolution ? 

There was no objection. 

The resolution was agreed to. 

BRIDGE ACROSS THE MISSOURI RIVER. 

Mr. BUCKNER, by unanimous consent, introduced a bill (H. R. 7329) 
to amend an act entitled ‘‘An act to authorize the construction of a 
bridge across the Missouri River at the most accessible point within 
five miles above the city of Saint Charles, Missouri,’’ approved April 
14, 1882; which was read a first and second time, referred to the Com- 
mittee on Commerce, and ordered to be printed. 











COMMITTEE EXPENSES, MISSISSIPPI RIVER IMPROVEMENT. 

Mr. BURROWS, of Michigan. I ask leave at this time to present | 
for immediate consideration the resolution which I send to the desk. 

The SPEAKER. The resolution will be read. 

The Clerk read as follows: 

Resolved, Thata sum notexceeding $1,000 out of the contingent fund of the House 
may be applied and used by the Clerk of the House for the payment of such 
vouchers as may be presented by the select committee relative to appropriations 


for the improvement of the Mississippi River, said vouchers to be approved by 
the chairman of the Committee on Accounts. 


Mr. RANDALL. That ought to go to the Committee on Accounts. | 

Mr. BURROWS, of Michigan. I will state to the gentleman from | 
Pennsylvania that the funds of the committee have been exhausted and | 
there are several witnesses here who have not been paid. It will not 
take, I think, exceeding a thousand dollars, perhaps not so much. 

Mr. RANDALL. I am not objecting to the resolution, but merely 
calling attention to the fact that the funds can not be taken out of the 
contingent fund of the House unless on approval of the Committee on 
Accounts. 

Mr. BURROWS, of Michigan. The intent of the resolution is that | 
the Committee on Accounts shall examine these vouchers. 

Mr. RANDALL. So that they are approved by the committee I do | 
not object; but the Committee on Accounts should take cognizance o | 
the matter. | 

The SPEAKER. The Chair is informed that all of these vouchers 
have to be examined by the Committee on Accounts. 

Mr. BURROWS, of Michigan. If the resolution is not broad enough 
to cover that construction it can be so modified, or, if preferable, it can 
be referred now to the Committee on Accounts. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair thinks it had better be referred to the 
Committee on Accounts. 

The resolution was referred to the Committee on Accounts. 

REMOVAL OF POLITICAL DISABILITIES. 
Mr. TUCKER. I ask unanimous consent to introduce now and put 


upon its passage a bill for the removal of the political disabilities of 
. Francis H. Smith, of Virginia. I will say that a bill of similar im- 


port was aes favorably in the last House. 
Mr. ROBINSON, of Massachusetts. Has it been reported by a com- 





mittee of this House? 





Mr. TUCKER. Not of the present House, but in the last House 
there was a favorable report. 

The SPEAKER. The bill will be read, subject to objection. 

The Clerk read as follows: 

A bill (H. R. 7330) to remove the disabilities of Francis H. Smith, sr., of Virginia, 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives (two-thirds of each House 
concurring therein), That the disabilities incurred by Francis H. Smith, sr., of 
Virginia, under and by virtue of the fourteenth amendment to the Constitu- 
tion of the United States be, and are hereby, removed. 

Mr. PAGE. _Is there a petition accompanying the bill? 

Mr. TUCKER. Yes, sir. 

The SPEAKER. Is there objection to the present consideration of 
the bill? 

There was no objection. 

The bill was read a first and second time, ordered to be engrossed for 
a third reading, read the third time, and passed (two-thirds voting in 
favor thereof). 

Mr. TUCKER moved to reconsider the vote by which the bill was 
passed; and also moved that the metion to reconsider be laid on the 
table. 

The latter motion was agreed to. - 

GEORGE W. MAHER. 


Mr. ALDRICH. I ask unanimous consent to take from the Speak- 
er’s table Senate bill 422, for the relief of George W. Maher, for present 
consideration. 

The SPEAKER. The bill will be read, subject to objection 

The bill is as follows: 

Be it enacted, &c., That the Secretary of the Treasury be, and he is hereby, au 
thorized and required, out of any money in the Treasury not otherwise appro 
priated, to pay to George W. Maher the sum of $700, in full for the demand of 
said Maher for extra services on the committee placed in charge of the reserve 
vault in the Treasury Department of the United States from March 1, 1873, to 
July 1, 1874. 

Mr. HOLMAN. I think there should be some explanation of that 
bill. 

Mr. McMILLIN. Regular order. 

Mr. ALDRICH. Is there objection to the bill? 

The SPEAKER. The Chairdoes not understand the gentleman from 
Indiana as objecting. 

Mr. HOLMAN. No, sir; I only suggest that we should have an ex- 


| planation of the bill. 


Mr. ALDRICH. Mr. Speaker, the gentleman from Michigan [ Mr. 
SPAULDING] was on the committee that examined this, and can explain 
exactly the character of the bill. 

Mr. SPAULDING. I was not upon the committee, but I am advised 
that this gentleman, Mr. Maher, was upon a committee in charge of 
what was known as the reserve vault in the Treasury Department in 
1873 and 1874. He had charge of it for a year or more in connection 
with two other gentlemen, he being immediately responsible, during 
which time large amounts of money, from one to two millions of dol- 
lars, were in their custody. 

Mr. PAGE. Did he get paid for the service? 

Mr. SPAULDING. Hedid not. The other two were paid from the 
Treasury, but before this gentleman applied that fund was otherwise 


| disposed of, and there was no authority under the law to make payment 


to him out of any other fund. The other gentlemen, as I have said, 


| received their pay. 


Mr. ALDRICH. The report of the Senate fully explains all the facts. 

The SPEAKER. Is there objection to the present consideration of 
the bill? 

There being no objection, the bill was taken from the Speaker’s table, 
read by its title a first and second time, ordered to a third reading, read 
the third time, and passed. 

Mr. ALDRICH moved to reconsider the vote by which the bill was 
passed; and also moved that the motion to reconsider be laid on the 
table. 


The latter motion was agreed to. 
MORGAN RAWLS. 

Mr. ROBESON. I demand the regular order. 

The SPEAKER. The regular order is called for, being the call of 
the yeas and nays upon the passage of the bill pending before the House 
at the adjournment last evening. The Clerk will read the title of the 
bill. 


The Clerk read as follows: 

A bill (H. R. 2136) for the relief of Morgan Rawls. 

The question was taken; and it was decided in the affirmative—yeas 
96, nays 64, not voting 131; as follows: 


YEAS—9%. 

Aiken, Buchanan, Covington, Evins, 
Armfield, Buckner, Cox, Samuel 8S. Farwell, Sewell S 
Atkins, Burrows, Jos. H. Cravens, Flower, 

\. Cabell, Culberson, Ford, 
Be Carlisle, Curtin, Forney, 
Blackburn, Chace, Darrall, Fulkerson, 
Blanchard, Chapman, Davidson, Gunter, 
Bland, Clardy, Dibrell, Hammond, N. J. 
Bliss, Clements, Dowd, Haseltine, 
Blount, 


, Hateh, 


{ 
} 
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Herbert, Moore, Robinson, Geo. D. Turner, H. G. rected to purchase at once, for the use of the folding-room, three tons of coal, 
Hill, Mosgrove, ar ae Turner, Oscar and pay for the same out of the contingent fund of the House. 
ae Bem Shelley” then, _ Mr. PETTIBONE. I hope the resolution will pass. It is necessary 
King, Paul, Shultz, Urner, in order that the folding may be done. 
Knott, Posile, een, 5 Bed ~ ve The resolution was adopted. 
reer —-” ——-  °§ aan” _ Mr. PETTIBONE moved to reconsider the vote by which the resolu- 
McKenzie, Phister, ne, Wheeler, tion was adopted; and also moved that the motion to reconsider be laid 
McKinley, Pound, Talbott, White, on the table. 
McLane, Robt. M. Randall, Taylor, Ezra B. Whitthorne 


McLean, James H. 


MeMillin, 
Mills, 


Aldrich, 
Anderson, 
Bayne, 
Bragg, 
Briggs, 


Burrows, JuliusC, 


Carpenter, 
Caswell, 
Converse, 
Cullen, 
Dawes, 
Doxey, 
Dwight, 
Errett, 


Atherton, 
Barbour, 
Barr, 
Belford, 
Belmont, 
Beltzhoover, 
Bingham, 
Bisbee, 
Black, 
Bowman, 
Brewer, 
Brunim, 
Butterworth, 
Caldwell, 
Calkins, 
Camp, 
Campbell, 
Candler, 
Cannon, 
Cassidy, 
Clark, 

Cobb, 
Colerick, 
Cornell, 
Cox, William R. 
Crapo, 
Crowley, 
Cutts, 

Davis, George R. 
Davis, Lowndes II 
Deering, 

De Motte, 
Deuster, 


Rice, Theron M. 
Richardson, J. 8. 
Robeson, 


Thompson, Wm. G. Williams, Thomas 


Townsend, Amos 
Tucker, 


NAYS—&. 


Farwell, Chas. B. 
Fisher, 

Geddes, 

Grout, 
Guenther, 
Hardenbergh, 
Harris, Benj. W. 
Hazelton, 

Hitt, 

Holman, 

Horr, 

Jacobs, ° 
Jadwin, 

Kasson, 

Kelley, 
Ketcham, 


Lacey, 
Lindsey, 
McCook, 
Miller, 

Morey, 

Peirce, 
Prescott, 
Ranney, 

Rice, Wm. W. 
Rich, 
Richardson, D. P. 
Ryan, 
Shallenberger, 
Sherwin, 
Skinner, 
Smith, A. Herr 


NOT VOTING—131. 


Dezendorf, 
Dingley, 
Dugro, 
Dunn, 
Dunnell, 
Ermentrout, 
Frost, 
Garrison, 
George, 
Gibson, 
Godshalk, 
Hall, 
Hammond, John 
Hardy, 
liarmer, 
Harris, Henry 8. 
Haskell, 
Heilman, 
Henderson, 
Hepburn, 
Herndon, 


Hewitt, Abram 8. 


Hewitt, G. W. 
ILiscock, 
Hoblitzell, 
loge, 
Hooker, 
House, 
Hubbell, 
Tlubbs, 
Humphrey, 
Hutchins, 
Jones, James K. 


So the bill was passed. 
The following pairs were announced: 


Mr. CORNELL with Mr. BLACK. 


Jones, Phineas 
Jorgensen, 
Joyce, 
Kenna, 
Klotz, 
Latham, 
Leedom, 
Le Fevre, 
Lewis, 
Lord, 
Lynch, 
Mackey, 
Manning, 
Marsh, 
Mason, 
Matson, 
McClure, 
McCoid, 
Miles, 
Money, 
Morrison, 
Morse, 
Moulton, 
Muldrow, 
Mureh 

M utchiler, 
Norcross, 
Oates, 
O'Neill, 
Pacheco, 
Page, 
Parker, 
Payson, 


Mr. HUBBELL with Mr. BLACKBURN. 

Mr. DUNNELL with Mr. HARRts of New Jersey. 
Mr. Surru, of New York, with Mr. HuTcHrns. 
Mr. HamMonn, of New York, with Mr. Hrewrtt, of New York. 
Mr. STRAIT with Mr. Roprnson of New York. 
Mr. HILL with Mr. ERMENTROUT. 

Mr. SPAULDING with Mr. Jonps of Arkansas. 
Mr. Davis, of Illinois, with Mr. CALDWELL. 

Mr. MASON with Mr. Duaro. 


Mr. GODSHALK with Mr. Ross. 


Mr. Joycr with Mr. REAGAN. 
Mr. CALKINS with Mr. Hrwirr of Alabama, on this vote. 
Mr. O'NEILL with Mr. WELLBORN. 


Mr. BARR with Mr. GARRISON. 


Willis, 
Wise, George D. 


Sparks, 
Steele, 
Taylor, Joseph D. 
Thomas, 
Updegraff, 
Van Aernam, 
Wadsworth, 
Wait, 
Walker, 
Ward 
Washburn, 
Watson, 
Webber, 


Williams, Chas. G, 


Willits, 
Wood, Walter A. 


Ray, 

Reagan, 

Reed, 

Reese, 

Rice, John B. 
Ritchie, 
Robertson, 
Robinson, Jas. S. 


Robinson, Wm. E. 


Ross, 

Russell, 

Scales, 
Scranton, 
Simonton, 
Smalls, 

Smith, Dietrich C. 
Smith, J. Hyatt 
Speer, 

Spooner, 
Springer, 
Stockslager, 
Strait, 
Thompson, P. B. 


Townshend, R. W. 


Valentine 

Van Voorhis, 
Wellborn, 

West, 

Wilson, 

Wise, Mofgan R. 
Wood, Benjamin 
Young. 


Mr. Jones, of New Jersey, with Mr. HOBLITZELL. 
Mr. HENDERSON with Mr. TOWNSHEND of Illinois. 
Mr. YounG with Mr. Dunn. 
Mr. SPRINGER with Mr. HUMPHREY. 


Mr. BLACKBURN. 


not regarding this as such, I have voted ‘‘ay.”’ 
The result of the vote was then announced as above stated. 


Mr. TURNER, of Georgia, moved to reconsider the vote by which the 
bill was passed; and also moved that the motion to reconsider be laid 


on the table. 


The latter motion was agreed to. 


Mr. PETTIBONE. 


FUEL FOR FOLDING-ROOM. 


I desire to say that on all political questions I | 
am paired with the gentleman from Michigan [Mr. HUBBELL]; but 


I ask unanimous consent to submit for present 


consideration the resolution which I send to the desk. 
The Clerk read as follows: 


Resolved, That the Clerk of the House be, and he is hereby, authorized and di- 











The latter motion was agreed to. 
ORDER OF BUSINESS. 


Mr. ROBESON. I call for the regular order. 

The SPEAKER. A number of gentlemen have bills which they de- 
sire to introduce for reference. If the regular order is not insisted on 
the Chair will recognize the gentleman from Illinois [Mr. TowNsHEND | 
for that pu \ 

Mr. O'NEILL. Is not Monday bill day? Why can not gentlemen 
wait till Monday morning? 

Mr. ROBESON. I have no objection to the introduction of the bills 
which have been sent to the desk. * 


DAVID SNEED. 


Mr. TOWNSHEND, of Dlinois, by unanimous consent, introduced 
a bill (H. R. 7331) granting a pension to David Sneed; which was read 
a first and second time, referred to the Committee on Invalid Peusions, 
and ordered to be printed. 


JOSHUA TEAGUE. 


Mr. TOWNSHEND, of Illinois, also, by unanimous consent, intro- 
duced a bill (H. R. 7332) granting a pension to Joshua Teague; which 
was read a first and second time, referred to the Committee on Invalid 
Pensions, and ordered to be printed. 


ALBERT C. PONTIUS. 


Mr. McKINLEY, by unanimous consent, introduced a bill (H. R. 
7333) for the relief of Albert C. Pontius; which was read a first and 
second time, referred to the Committee on Military Affairs, and ordered 
to be printed. 

ORDER OF BUSINESS. 


Mr. ROBESON. I move to dispense with the morning hour for the 
call of committees for reports. 

The motion was to (two-thirds voting in favor thereof). 

Mr. ROBESON. I move that the House resolve itself into Commit- 
tee of the Whole House on the state of the Union for the purpose of 
proceeding with the consideration of the naval appropriation bill. 

The motion was agreed to. 

The Heuse accordingly resolved itself into Committee of the Whole 
House on the state of the Union, Mr. PAGE in the chair, and resumed 
the consideration of the bill (H. R. 7314) making appropriations for the 
naval service for the fiscal year ending June 30, 1884, and for other pur- 
poses. 

NAVAL APPROPRIATION BILL. 

The CHAIRMAN. The House is now in Committee of the Whole 
for the purpose of further considering the naval appropriation bill. The 
gentleman from Indiana [ Mr. CALKINs] is entitled to the floor. 

Mr. ROBESON. By the courtesy of the gentleman irom Indiana | 
am permitted to ask a question. I desire to inquire what is the wish 
of the Committee of the Whole with regard to general debate upon this 
bill, and to ascertain, if possible, within what time the committee will 
be willing to limit the general debate. 

The CHAIRMAN. The Committee of the Whole has no power to 
limit debate. 

Mr. ROBESON. Except by unanimous consent 

Mr. THOMAS. We do not want it limited yet. 

Mr. BLOUNT. Thegentleman is rather premature in asking to close 
general debate at this time. 

Mr. ROBESON. Iam notasking to close it now. 

Mr. BLOUNT. This is a very important bill, and should receive the 
careful consideration of the Committee of the Whole. 

Mr. ROBESON. Very well; I yield the floor back to the gentleman 
from Indiana. 

Mr. CALKINS. When the naval appropriation bili was reported to 
the last session of Congress by the Committee on Appropriations with 
provisions in part reorganizing the Navy, I objected to many of its pro 
visions. I find in this bill there are retained many of the provisions 
which were in the bill of the last session. I find in this bill many of 
the same provisions, or provisions like them, which were in the last ap- 
propriation bill, and in my judgment this is a worse bill than that one 
was. 

It may not be out of place for me to say that ever since I have been 
a member of this House I have objected to the Committee on Appro- 
priations assuming to contro] all the legislation of this body. I can but 
repeat to-day that the practice is a pernicious one and I hope to see the 
powers of the House distributed among its committees and the respen- 
sibilities of legislation allowed to rest where they properly belong, and 
where it was originally intended they should rest. 
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The Committee on Naval Affairs of this House have for years been 
investigating and trying to mature a plan for the reorganization of 
the Navy. It has on more occasions than one presented bills to the 
House for that purpose, and has given the subject its best thought and 
consideration. Many bills which are now on the Calendar and in the 
hands of that committee ought to be taken up, considered, and acted 
upon by this House. And the Committee on Appropriations in my 
judgment ought never to be permitted to enter upon thedomain of leg- 
jslation in any of the Departments, unless there is an absolute necessity 
tor it. 

At the close of the war we had one of the best navies in the world. 
In tact, the necessities of the war had produced an entire revolution in 
naval warfare. The naval engagement between the Merrimac and the 
Monitor attracted at once the attention of the world; and the flotillas 
belonging to other countries were immediately changed and altered so 
that it was supposed they would be at least able to cope with the iron- | 
clads which had been successfully put afloat by the American nation. | 

I remember to have seen, shortly after the war, a paragraph from one 
of the London papers on the occasion of the visit of Adimiral Farragut 
to London, in which it was said that with humiliationthe English na- 
tion would have to admit, and did admit, that even the city of London 
was practically in the power and in the hands of the American Adiniral 

But when the war closed we stopped our improvements, while other | 
nations went along at express speed in perfecting theirs. Our Ameri- 
ean vessels have now become useless or practically so except for harbor 
defense, while the navies of the other powers of the world have been 
continually improving. 

Iam well aware that even if I had the time I am not able now to 
give an epitome of the different vessels and armaments of the navies of 
the world. But I may say that, added to the quality which we tound 
necessary to adopt during the last war, a high rate of speed has been 
found to be useful and necessary, and has been accomplished by many 
governments, so that many of the best vessels are able to steam at a 
rate of from iifteen to sixteen knots an hour, while carrying some of the 
largest and most destructive ordnance which has ever been invented. 

I can say that in common with all the people of this country [ would 
like to see the American Navy again put upon the footing and the plane 
where it properly belongs, and there is no reason why that should not 
be done. Weare the greatest civilized and Christian nation on the 
earth. It is true that the census of Russia shows more population than 
ours does, but in that population is embraced many of the uncivilized 
tribes and people of that country, while eurs includes nothing but the 
civilized and Christian people, showing that we have become the great- 
est civilized and Christian nation on earth. 

There is no reason why the Navy of this Republic should not be equal 
to that of the navy of any government in the world. Our own sailors 
are as brave men, our genius is as great, and our resources are beyond | 
those of any other nation. 

Returning now, however, to the bill before us, I may be allowed to | 
say that in my judgment the reformation of the Navy, which the hon- 
orable gentleman in charge of this bill [ Mr. Roprson | tells us he seeks, 
is begun at the wrong end. I desire briefly to call attention tosome of 
the evils of our present naval establishment, without attempting upon 
this bill to correct those which I shall speciticaliv point out. 

In the first place, I will call the attention of this committee to the 
fact that we have in our Navy Department eight bureaus, each separate 
and distinct, and all of them in no sense drawn together and united by 
common concert of action so as to accomplish the best results. 


Navy Department act in a disconcerted and disjointed manner, with no 
co-operation between them, and the consequence is that there is not ouly 
a waste of the money which is appropriated for each of the bureaus, but 
there is no perfect result and nothing that comes near to it as the joint 
production of the work of the several bureaus. 

For example, we have the Bureau of Navigation, the Bureau of Ord- 
nance, the Bureau of Equipment and Recruiting, the Bureau of Yards 
and Docks, the Bureau of Provision and Clothing, the Bureau of Con- 
struction and Repair, the Bureau of Steam Enyineering, and the Bu- 
reau of Surgery and Medicine. These bureaus expend and there is an- 
nually appropriated for each of them hundreds of thousands of dollars. 
For the Bureau of Navigation this bill appropriates $120,000; for the Bu- 
reau of Ordnance, $323,000; for the Bureau of Equipment and Recruit- 
ing, $869,000; for the Bureau of Yards and Docks, $244,000; for the 
Bureau of Provision and Clothing, $1,140,000; for the Bureau of Con- 
struction and Repair, $1,020,000, and for the Bureau of Steam En- 
gineering, $1,011,000; making, in all, $4,727,000. 

I have said that these bureaus operate disjointedly and disconnected}y. 
I mean by this that bureaus charged with certain duties act without 
knowledge on the part of other bureaus as to the particular subjects 
with which they arecharged. For example, during the excitement in- 
cident to the capture by the Spanish authorities of a crew of Ameri- 
cans not many years ago, on the Island of Cuba, orders were issued for 
the immediate dispatch of certain vessels into the Cuban waters. One 


of our vessels, called the Despatch, was ordered by the Navy Department | 
to be made ready immediately to sail to the scene of trouble. The | 
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Ordnance Bureau gave orders to have her immediately loaded with shot 
and shell. Sothe crew, under orders from that bureau, worked all night 
to load the vessel with shot and shell. But when the Bureau of Con 
struction and Repair heard of the matter, the authorities there said the 
vessel could not siand the load which she had been ordered to carry; 
so they sent an order to have all the ordnance stores which had been 
put on the vessel the night before taken off immediately. O7 course, 
the crew worked all night again to unload the vessel. These orders 
were sent without consultation between the bureaus. 

Another insiance: The Swatara, another one of our vessels, was or 
dered not long ago to be temporarily repaired by the Bureau of Con 
struction and Kepair tor a cruise for the winter. Right on top of that 
order the Bureau of Steam Engineering sent an order that the Swatara 
Chus the parties in charge 
of the vessel were in possession of two orders from two bureaus, operat- 
ing without any concert of action, 
conitlict. 

Another instance: For the Pinta, one of our tugboats, ‘he Bureau 
of Steam Engineering was ordered to get boilers ready. Without any 
knowledge of how she was built, that bureau went to work and re 
paired boilers for her. But when the boilers were finished it was found 
they did not fit, so the Pinta had to he torn to pieces and the boilers 
turned around in order to get them in the shipatall. The Burean ot 
Construction and Repair had gone on building the vessel without reter 
ence to or consultation with the Bureau of Steam Engineering, and ih 
Bureau of Steam Engineering liad gone on and built the boilers with 
out reference to the Bureau of Construction and Repair 

Each bureau inakes its own part of the ship without reference to or 
co-operation with any other bureau 


and whose orders were directly in 


Phe consequence is that when tli 


different parts of the ship are brought together none of them tit This 
has been the history of our Navy for the last twenty vears 
Take another case The Mohican, one of our vessels, was titted out 


and guns prepared tor her. When they were sent down to be put in it 
was fonnd that there was not suflicient space left for the guns to work 
in, so the guns were taken out and sawed olf twelve or fourteea inches 
and the vessel put to sea with clipped guns 

Another instance: Just after the war, and betore my friend trom New 


Jersey { Mr ROBESON | became Set t t the Navy, some immenst 
engines were ordered to be built at the navy-yard here Chey were 
built; they cost an immense sumof moi Without sayine exactly how 
much, I will say 3600.000; that is in the neighborhood of what they 
cost. Thev were built tor | whose keel was never !nid—a vessel 
that was never named \fter the engines were built it was found nec 


essary to tear out one end of th 
in order to get them out. 


and realized about $20,000 


muild ny in whi hthev were constructed 


Phose engines were sold at last tor old iron 





This is the way our Navy has been going on for many years. I sav 
it ought to be reorganized. It ought to be reorganized upon a basis 
which would bring all these bureaustogether undera common and gen 
eral head, so as to make a harmonious whole My triend frem Massa- 
chusetts [ Mr. Harris], the chairmanotthe Conmitteeon Naval Affairs, 
has introduced a th burenus 9s now constituted, and 
substitute something til British board of admiralty, which would 
bring the bureaus together so that they could act in concert, thus brin 


2h improvement at least upon the present dis 
jointed and disconneeted system But this great reform has not been 
attempted in this bill, nor ean it be, because 1f we should open up that 


ing about something ot 


| subject, as my friend in charge of the bill well knows, these reforms 
I wish to call attention to the tact that the different bureaus in our | 


could scarcely pass even in « long session upon an appropriation bill 
Bat, Mr. Chairman, another thing I wish to call the attention of 
members of this committee to is that we have eleven navy-yards, in 
cluding three naval stations hey are located at Portsmouth, Boston 
New London (naval station), Brooklyn, League Island, Washington 
Norfolk, Port Roval (naval station), Key West (naval station), Pensa 
cola, and Mare Island. In each one of these navy-yards and naval sta 
tious there are branches ef the ht bureaus which I have named 
that is, in each navy-yard are a bureau of construction and repair, a 
bureau of navigation, a bureau of ordnance, a bureau of yards and docks 
a bureau of provi 1 and clothing, a bureau of steam-engineering, and 
a bureauof medicine and sarger These, with their superintendents, 


their clerks, their machinery, make up an American navy-yard 


Now, Mr. Chairman, my judgment is that if you bring together these 
naval establishments into one compact system you can reduce naval 
expenditures, not only in these several particulars [ have mentioned 


but you can bring the Navy out of that chaotic state into which it has 
fallen and build upa navy which will compare favorably with any navy 
in the world and at much simaller expense. 

The Navy ought to be reformed in another particular, and just here 
I wish to direct attention of this committee to the staff of the Navy 
One of my great objections to this naval appropriation bill, because I 
am now coming to the consideration of the bill itself—one of my grave 
objections to this bill asit stands is that it applies the knife to the real 
navy, and the only real navy we have, which consists of the line offi- 
cers. They are the life-blood of the Navy, Mr. Chairman; they are the 
men who go to sea and maintaim the honor of our flag as well as they 
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can aboard the old crafts we furnish them for cruising in foreign seas. 
Instead of striking, as I believe should first be done, at the real abuse, 
which in my belief is to be found in the staff of the Navy, this appro- 
priation bill strikes alike at the staff and the line. 

Let us look at the staff of the Navy fora moment. It consists of an 
engineer corps, a medical corps, a paymasters’ corps, a construction corps, 
a civil engineer corps, professors of mathematics, and chaplains. 

I am not going to deal with the engineer corps, because I think of 
all the corps in the Navy that is one of the most important and one 
which would require long experience and close study in order to point 
out any objection which might be taken to it or suggest any reforma- 
tion. 

I direct attention to the medical corps of the Navy, and I want to 
int out some incongruities, anomalies, as my friend from New Jersey 
PM r. ROBESON] said the other day, in the medical corps of the Navy. 
You will remember we have some thirty-seven ships in the Navy. 

Mr. ROBESON. About forty. 

Mr. CALKINS. About forty which are seaworthy, as Iam corrected 
by my friend from New Jersey. What does the naval medical corps 
consist of? Fourteen medical directors, with the rank of colonel in the 
Army. ‘They can not go to sea. They never do go to sea. They can 
not go to sea under the provisions of law. They have too much rank. 
They would rank the commanding officer of a ship, and consequently 
they are put on shore duty. That particular shore duty seems to be to 
live at their ease, without performing duty of any kind, at least very 
light duty if any. 

I ought to add in this connection, Mr. Chairman, before passing from 
the subject, that I notice in the French navy, where there are 40,000 
men, all told, and about 4,000 officers, they have only one medical 
director for the entire French navy. 

We have fifteen medical inspectors, with the rank of lieutenant-col- 
anel; they have too much rank to go to sea except with a fleet, but 
we have only six fleets, and consequently but six of the fifteen can go 
to sea at all. The other nine belong to the staff of the Navy and are 
on duty somewhere else—probably light duty about Washington. 

But I come to the next. We have fifty surgeons for our forty vessels 
and naval stations in addition, with a rank corresponding to that of 
major in the Army; we have eighty passed assistant surgeons, with the 
rank of captain in the Army, and twelve assistant surgeons, with the 
rank of lieutenant in the Army, making in all one hundred and eighty- 
one medical officers. 

Now, if I were asked what I would do with this top-heavy corps, I 
would answer, ‘‘ Muster them all out down to the actual needs of the 
service.’’ They have a good profession. They are not like officers in 
the line, who have studied for years to make themselves naval officers and 
who would be left entirely without any other profession. These medi- 
cal gentlemen have a good profession, and | would muster all out down 
to the needs of the service and let them go into the general practice of 
medicine. That is where I would put the pruning-knife first. 

I now come to the paymasters’ corps, and, as Dickens makes Squeers 
say, ‘‘here is richness.’’ We have thirteen pay directors, with a rank 
corresponding to that of colonel in the Army. They can not go to sea. 
They have too much rank. They never do go to sea. They are pro- 
hibited by law from going to sea; but whether they are prohibited or 
not they do not go to sea. 

We have thirteen pay inspectors with rank corresponding to that of 
lieutenant-colonel in the Army. We have six fleets. These thirteen 
pay inspectors may go to sea, but only with a fleet. We have only six 
fleets to go in. Necessarily the seven who have no fleets must stay at 
home. We have fifty paymasters, with rank corresponding with that 
of major in the Army; we have thirty passed assistant paymasters, 
with the rank of captain and lieutenant; we have nineteen assistant 
paymasters, with rank corresponding to that of lieutenant, making in 
all one hundred and twenty-five gentlemen with varying ranks in the 
Navy to pay our thirty-six or forty vessels, and the rest of them tospend 
their time in pleasure. Now, you ask me what | would do with this 
branch of the service. I would wipe it out from top to bottom, that is 
what I would do with it; and I would detail officers of the line to pay 
the navy-yards and ships. 

But you say these paymasters give bond. Yes, that is true; paymas- 
ters give bonds to the Government; but there are as many of them that 
default with the bonds as there are without; and I know that there are 
officers of the line, who do not give bond, that are disbursing and pay- 
ing more money to-day in the Navy than any of these paymasters. 
Take as examples the officers in charge of the light-houses, and, as has 
been suggested, if it is found necessary you may require bonds to be 
given by the line officers. But this system, in addition to its being an 
incubus and hanging about the neck of the Naval Department, like the 
albatross about the neck of the sailor, its appointees come from civil life. 
I would sweep the whole thing away. That is my idea about it; be- 
cause we want an efficient Navy, and we want above and beyond all 
things such stable laws as will settle the minds of men that the Navy 
is not going to be overhauled every time Congress meets. The whole 
naval establishment is set Seen and thrown into a state of 
feverish excitement at every assembling of Congress, One of the great- 





est abuses connected with our naval establishment is this constant fever- 
ishness and uncertainty which is allowed to remain in the minds of the 
line officers by reason of these constant changes with reference to lezis- 
lation connected with the Navy. This ought to be stopped, and a per- 
manent, stable rule established for its government. 

The next feature to which I wish to call attention is that we haveof 
chief engineers sixty-nine. Ten of these do not go to sea at all. We 
have ninety-nine passed assistant engineers, sixty-two assistants, and 
sixty-two cadet engineers. I desire to leave this part of the discussion 
of the bill, however, to my friend from Illinois [Mr. THomas], who has 
the matter better in hand than I, and will pass over that portion. 

The ten civil engineers which belong to the staff, in my judgment, 
ought to be mustered out and bear no rank at all in the Navy, andthe 
eleven mathematicians which we employ, and who are engaged in spec- 
ulative astronomy, in computing the distance between stars and sweep- 
ing the heavens to discover comets, might just as well let the tinsel and 
epaulets fall from their uniforms and go back again into civil life. | 
do not care to maintain them asa part of thenavalestablishment. They 
are of no practical service to it, and there is nosense in continuing them 
in the service as naval officers. 

While upon that subject I might as well say that I agree entirely with 
the idea that we ought to have a national observatory, and that these 
mathematicians should be assigned to and would find good employment 
in running it; but it ought to be disconnected from the naval observa- 
tory altogether. That oughtalways toremain in charge of the naval offi- 
cers of our Government. They make the nautical almanac, observe the 
constant stars, and make the charts for the sailor when he has nothing 
to guide him except the stars and sky upon unknown seas. Therefore 
the naval observatory should always remain in charge of the line offi- 
cers of the Navy, and these other gentlemen should be in another de- 
partment. 

We have ten naval constructors and six assistants. These are ship- 
carpenters. They ought not to haveany naval rank, but simply be em- 
ployed by the Navy. 

Now, I have gone through some of the reforms which I think ought 
to take place in the Navy; but, as I said in the outset, when these re- 
forms take place it should be done by the committee charged with these 
duties, and not by the Appropriations Committee, which, under the 
rules of this House, has for years become the great sponge which ab- 
sorbs everything else; the octopus that spreads out its arms, grasping 
the entire legislation of the country and excluding all the other com- 
mittees from a share. Now, I have not talked harshly about the Ap- 
propriations Committee of this Congress, not nearly so harshly as I have 
done heretofore, because I think that they have been reasonably free 
from trespassing upon the domain of the othercommittees of the House. 

The Admiral of our Navy, I may say in passing, has on his staff but 
oneaid, and heisalieutenant. Probably that ought to be changed a lit- 
tle, hut I will not stop to discuss it as I do not know the Admiral’s feel- 
ings on thesubject. You can not reduce it very much under its present 
organization. 

Now, Mr. Chairman, I desire to call attention to some of the provis- 
ions of the bill to which I shall also invite the attention of the com- 
mittee later, and against which I shall make certain points of order, of 
which I now give gentlemen due notice. 

Against the provision of the bill commencing on page 3, and at line 
50, in the following words: 

Provided also, That when any commodore shall reach the age of 60 years, any 
captain the age of 55 years, any commander the age of 51 years, any leutenant- 
commander the age of 47 years, or any lieutenant the age of 45 years, he shi! ! 
be retired by the President from active service, and shall go upon the retired-list 
of the Navy as of the grade held by him at the date of his retirement. 


When we reach that proviso in this bill I shall make the proper point 
of order upon it that it is a change of existing law and does not retrench 
expenditures, but on the contrary increases them. But if that shall be 
overruled I shall maintain and do maintain now that if gentlemen de- 
sire to strike a blow at the retired-list, and sooner or later have it en- 
tirely wiped out, they can do it in nobetter way than by adopting that 
provision. Retired-lists in the Army and Navy have never been very 
popular in this country. The more you increase it and call public at- 
tention to it the less sure it is of permanent continuance. 

The only way to maintain a retired-list for the Army or Navy in this 
country is to guard it jealously and see that none but the really deserv- 
ing go upon ~ as the people will maintain it. Butif you retire a class 
of men when they are in the primeof life, at the age of 45, 47, 49, and 51, 
simply because they have served a certain length of time with a certain 
rank, you will as certainly break down and swamp that whole retired- 
list as that you pass this bill. 

There is one other objection I take to the bill, which relates to the 
clause preceding the one I have read. It provides that promotion shall 
not take place in the line unless the pasties have seen certain years of 
sea-service in the grade or rank which is named. That is, lieutenants 
must have seen six years’ service with the rank of lieutenant, and soon 
down through the list. 

Now, there is a strange thing about the bill, to which I call the atten- 
tion of my friend from New Jersey. Going on till it gets to the rank of 
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comm2nder it there suddenly stops. It does not say anything about | 


aptains. I wonder why that is—why a captain before he is promoted 
ought not to see certain sea-service before promotion? Why is it? Is 
it that there is some captain lurking somewhere in the Navy in some 
soft spot that does not want to be interfer2>d with? Or is there some 
other reason not apparent why a captain should not serve a few years 
in active service before he is promoted? Is there some reason for it 
which does not apply to the commanders and lieutenants? 

But the point | desired particularly to call attention to was that this 
bill will work a positive injustice to these officers unless we increase 
the number of ships that we have. It places in the hands of the De- 
partment the power to prevent a person whom they want to retire from 
going to sea. We have only forty ships. The Department may keep 
an officer on shore when the time approaches for promotion, and al- 
though he may want to go to sea never so bad, the Department may put 
its hands upon him while he sees the time approaching when he has to 
go to the retired-list. I simply offer that by way of criticism on the 
bill. 

I come now to the next question I propose to discuss, which is the 
question of selection. I am opposed to the method of selection, which 
places in the hands of a board the right to say arbitrarily who of the 
captains and the commodores who are presented shall be promoted to 
the rank of admiral. I believe that the bill provides that the names 
of five officers shall be selected from whom the admiral must be chosen. 
The provision which I take exception to is this: 

That hereafter all promotions to the grade of rear-admiral on the active-list 
shall be made by selection from the grades of commodore and captain; and no 


more promotions to the grade of commodore shall be made, that grade being | sels, the Puritan and Miantonomoh among the number, and for cruises 


hereby abolished: Provided, however, That no commodore, &c. 
I sha]l not read that proviso, for I have no objection to it. 


And provided further, That when a vacancy in the grade of rear-admiral shall 
occur it shall be the duty of the Secretary of the Navy to convene a board of three 
officers, not below the grade of rear-admiral, who shall select the names of five 
officers not below the grade of captain, one of whom shall be nominated bythe 
President to fill the said vacancy: And provided further, That the senior com- 
modore over whom a junior in rank is thus promoted may, upon his own ap- 
plication, be placed upon the retired-list with the rank of rear-admiral. 

I shall make the point of order against that also. But I maintain 
that the mode of selection here pointed out is wrong. If there is to be 
a promotion, as there must be, let the promotion be made as now made 
with reference to the junion oflicers of the Navy, by seniority, coupled 
with the examination which is now required. Before the board as 
now constituted for the examination of junior officers the record of 
these men is spread out; their conduct, their ability, all is spread out 
before this board; and after they have examined that, and have or- 
dered the man before them for an examination, they have the entire 
record as well as the examination which the officer then stands from 
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We have retained that grade in the service for the seventeen years 


| since the war closed; and now just as these men are ready to step into 


the grade which we promised them long ago, it is proposed by a Con 
gress said to be friendly to them to sweep it away entirely. Lsay vou 
can not do that without performing an act of great injustice. 

But itis said it is only a grade—only a rank in the Navy. Exactly. 
And when you and I served in the Army, ifwe were second lieutenants 


| we never were satisfied until we got to be first lieutenants and soon all 





the way up. We struggled just as hard for the next grade above as we 
had done to get the grade we started with. 

It is said of Lord Nelson, that grand old hero of the British navy, 
that when he lost his arm he declared that he did not know but what 
he would be willing to lose the other if he could be advanced to the 
grade which he longed for. That is exactly what officers of the Army 
and of the Navy look forward to; this advance in grade is all they have 
to look forward to. 

It is true we feed them and give them a sort of impecunious support. 
But the only thing they have to look forward to in the future as a re- 
ward for their service is the promotion in grade. Yet we now propose, 
after we have got these men to give their services to the country, to 
sweep away the grade we promised them just as they are ready to step 
into it. 

I come now to that part of the bill making provision with reference 
to furnishing the ships which have fora longtime been in process ot con 
struction. These are the Miantonomoh, the Puritan, the Amphitrite 
the Terror, and the Monadnoc. 

The bill of last year provided for the launching of some of these ves 


| to be made by them. <A cruise was made by the Miantonomoh, and 


she has been somewhat tested since the appropriation was made last year 
It is due to the country and to the members of the House who have not 
particularly examined the report made 10 reference to it that some ot 
the salient points should be stated 

The Miantonomoh in her present condition, according tothe report ot 
her officers, can probably be forced to aspeedot 114 knotsan hour. She 
has made 104 knots an hour, and probably can be forced up to the greate: 
speed named. 

When driven at the rate of ten and a half knots an hour, however 
the water in her front was banked up five feet and six inches above the 
level of the sea and passed over her bow at a depth of one foot and a 
half, running off in a stream on either side. | ask gentlemen to note 
this fact particularly. When being forced along through the water atthe 

ate of about ten or ten and a half knots an hour the water was forced 
over her bow to a depth of one tootand a half. And if she was torced 


| toa speed of eleven and a half knots an hour the accumulation ot 


which to make selection; and that is the best mode of selection in the | 


world. But to say that three men shall select but from five names 
and shall consider but the five, and then if they promote a junior the 
senior commodore may retire, upon his own application, with the rank 
of rear-adimiral, is all wrong. 

I next call attention to the fact that on page 3, at line 58, is a pro- 
viso with reference to the vacancies which are provided for in the bill of 
last year. I shall offer an amendment to that. The section, as I pro- 
pose to amend it, will read: 

That hereafter all the vacancies which shall occur in the various grades of the 
line or staff of the Navy shail be filled by promotion as follows: For each two 
vacancies there shall be one promotion in each of the lower grades until such 
grade shall be reduced below the numbers fixed by the provisions of the act of 
August 5, 1582. 

While I am upon this subject of selection I want to call attention to 
another thing. 

Just after the war closed there was a board convened who selected 
from among the officers of the Navy certain personsand advanced them 
certain numbers for distinguished service and gallant conduct. It isa 
strange commentary upon the action of some of the ofiicers of the Navy 
that ever since that time bills have been pending in this and the other 





end of the Capitol to undo what was done by that board of selection. | 


As my friend from Massachusetts [Mr. Morse] suggests, there were 
only 50 selected out of 1,000, and ever since that selection was made, 
almost entirely because of the way this has been done, there have been 
constant assaults upon that selection and to undo what was then done; 
and even now bills are lying in the committee-room to do it. 

I now come to the question of commodores. I only want to repeat 
what I said a year ago in reference to them. My friend from New Jer- 
sey [Mr. Ropeson] has said (and he said it twice and said it well) that 
these gentlemen are a little too big for a ship and not quite big enough 
for a fleet; that they are sort of supernumerariesin the Navy, and should 
be got rid of as soon as possible. 

I say to this House, and especially to those members of the House 
who served in the volunteer forces during the war, when the war 
closed we found this grade of commodore in the Navy. We told these 
officers who had won their rank in the conflict and had been promoted 
for gallantry that if they would devote their lives to the naval service 
here was a grade to which they should be promoted. 


water on her decks would be very much greater. 

Be that as it may, it seems, and I think it will be coneeded by all, 
that as far as speed is concerned the ship will never be able to compete 
with the better class of ships in the other navies of the world. She 
must be used entirely for harbor defense. I think probably the same 
is true with regard to the Puritan, although the Puritan is a very much 
larger ship and a very much better one. 

But I have no objection to the finishing of these ships, and shall never 
put any obstruction in the way of finishing them. We have them thu: 
far along and they can be used for harbor defense, and will be useful in 
that way. 

My judgment is that they will probably never be able to be used on 
the high seas, for I notice that when the Miantonomoh went down the 
Delaware and came around to Washington she went under the convoy 
of one of our other vessels. 

Another singular thing about the construction of these ships which 
I wish to call attention to is, that ifone of them should start to cross 
the Atlantic she would have to be recoaled in mid-ocean, for she could 
not carry coal enough at one time for the entire trip. 

Mr. ATKINS. Will the gentleman allow me to ask him a ques 
tion? 

Mr. CALKINS. Certainly. 

Mr. ATKINS. I believe the gentleman is amilitary man I desire 
to ask him this question: Does he not think that the sum of money 


forts and fortifications and for harbor defense would be better ex pended 
than to complete these vessels ? 

Mr. CALKINS. Well, with due deference to the gentleman, that i 
a question upon which I do not care to enter, for it would be entirely 
speculative. 

Mr. ATKINS. The gentleman, as I understood him, was arguiny 


that these monitors were not suitable for operations on the ocean, bu! 


were suitable only for coast defense. 

Now, if these monitors are suitable only for coast defense could not 
the money necessary to complete them be better expended for fortifica 
tions? For only a little over $2,000,000 has been expended already 
on these monitors, whereas it will take $4,000,000 or more additional 
to complete them. 

Mr. CALKINS. The gentleman misunderstood, I think, the full 
purport of what I intended to say. What I intended to say and what 





; 
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I do say now is, that ships of the class of the Miantonomoh must dis- 
appear from the fleets of the world in the open ocean, because the ships 
already built and owned by the other countries of the world are so 
much superior in speed, in armament, and in sea-going qualities. They 
can be used, however, and must be used for harbor defense and general 
defense along the coast, and possibly in the Cuban waters. 

Mr. KASSON. You can not move a fortification; you can move a 
monitor. 

Mr. CALKINS. Yes, as the gentleman from Iowa [Mr. Kasson] 
suggests, a fortification can not be moved, while a monitor can. 

Mr. ROBESON. The gentleman will permit me to say that the moni- 
tors are not constructed to cross the ocean. They are constructed for 
coast and harbor defense and for service in the West Indies, the Isthmus, 
and the Spanish Main. By reason of their draught, their construction, 
and their armament, they are suitable for this purpose only. 

Mr. CALKINS. Be that as it may, I do not care to enter into that 
branch of the question at all. What I desire tosay and to impress upon 
the committee is that the United States ought to have at least three of 
as good sloops of war as there are in the world. Thosesloops ought to 
be able vo compete on the high seas or in any harbor of the world with 
the navy of any other nation. As an American, I have grown tired of 
seeing one country snubbed and derided by the other nations of the 
world. No longer ago than the war between Peru and Chili, when Ad- 
miral Balch undertook to make some kindly suggestions between the 
two nations, the Chilians simply told the American admiral, and the 
American Government through him, that if he did not mind his own 
business they would send him and his fleet to the bottom of the ocean. 
That was the parport of the communication. 

The CHAIRMAN. The time of the gentleman from Indiana (Mr. 
CALKINS] has expired. The gentleman from Tennessee [Mr. Wiilt- 
THORNE] is recognized. 

Mr. CALKINS. I would like about five minutes more. 

Mr. WHITTHORNE. I will yield the gentleman five minutes of my 
time. 

Mr. CALKINS. Iam very much obliged to the gentleman. 

The CHAIRMAN. The gentleman from Indiana is recognized for 
five minutes longer. 

Mr. CALKINS. As I was saying, in the recent war between Chili 
and Peru, the American Navy and the American Government were in- 
suited openly; and the only thing that could be done was to pocket the 
insult, which we did as meekly as possible. 

Now, | am tired of this sort of business; and I want the American 
people to have as good a navy as any other government in the world. 
We can construct a navy with as little expense as any other nation; and 
the genius of the American people is equal to bringing forward the best 
built vessels in the world. The American sailor is as brave a man 
as ever walked the deck of any ship. Asa government is known abroad 
very much by her naval force, I am in favor of building up the American 
navy and making it such as we can all be proud of. 

Mr. Chairman, for these reasons and for many others which I had 
intended to speak about, I oppose certain features of this bill. I urge 
upon gentlemen in charge of this branch of the service to make these 
reiorms which are so much needed. I urge upon the committee to 
strike out portions of this bill and to enter at once upon the building 
of a navy which shall be the glory and honor of our country, that we 
may again, as we did in the days when Perry won so much distinction 
in his tight against the British navy, bring American seamanship and 
the American Navy up to the high standard which in view of our charac- 
ter as a nation they should occupy. 

{Here the hammer fell]. 

Mr. WHITTHORNE. Mr. Chairman, having been for a number of 
years amember of the Naval Committee of this House, and during those 
years having given much thought and labor and study to the naval ad- 
ministration of the Government, although not now connected with any 
committee of this House having charge of that matter, yet from mere 
force of habit, if from no other consideration, I take very great interest 
in every proposition which affects that administration. Besides, sir, as 
an American citizen I claim to take pride in that which contributes to 
the nye of the honor, the majesty, and the power of the Govern- 
ment of the United States. Therefore, when this bill was submitted 
to the House it at once enlisted my attention, and I must say, Mr. 
Chairman, that I regard the bill in all its relations as one of the most 
important ever submitted in regard to the naval or military service ot 
the country. It proposes large expenditures of money. It 
what are claimed to be, and in some measure I am ready to admit are, 
reforms in the service. 

Before proceeding to notice the terms of the bill, I may be permitted 
to ask the attention of the committee to what is the real condition of 
the United State Navy. I content myself now with the simple answer 
that at present its condition is one of lamentable weakness and ineffi- 
ciency. And after making that answer I turn togentlemen and direct 
their attention to the other question, what is the condition of theother 
naval powers of the world? England ranks first, France second, Italy, 


ee eae and so on. That is, Mr. 
Chairman, I take that to be the general judgment and answer of the 





world. I shall in a moment or two probably reverse thatorder. Why? 
Because, owing to recent experiments, it is demonstrated that the con- 
dition of progress, so to speak, in naval armanent has been arrested 
and changed. From the hour of the naval conflict between the Moni- 
tor and the Merrimac at Norfolk there has been more development 
and progress in naval science than almost in any other department of 
thought or science throughout the world. The fight has been going 
on steadily ever since between aggression and resistance, so to speak; 
that is, between guns andarmor. Upto and within a very recent time 
in the progress of this conflict the advantage has been with aggression, 
or with gans. But I beg gentlemen who will givea moment of thought 
to this question to turn their minds to recent experiments made at 
Spezzia, where it has been shown for the first time that armor has the 
advantage. 

That experiment, Mr. Chairman, was this: A test with the improved 
guns and the improved shot was made against steel plates, the manu- 
tacture of three of the first firms in the world, Brown & Co. and Cam- 
mell & Co., of England, and the Creuzot Company, of France. These 
were vertical plates of steel, with heavy backing and well bolted. 
Against these plates the improved ordnance was brought into play, and 
I submit that it was demonstrated by that experiment that the power 
of resistance obtained the victory. 

Mr. MILLS. What was the thickness of these plates? 

Mr. WHITTHORNE. About eighteen inches. That which I desire 
to call the attention of the committee to is this: These being vertical 
plates, this being demonstrated, we have an able and accomplished 
American inventor who has recently brought to the attention of the 
country what is known as deflective steel armor. I refer to the inven- 
tion of Assistant Engineer N. B. Clarke, now on the retired-list. Isub- 
mit for the consideration of gentlemen if these experiments at Spezzia, 
under the authority and conducted by officers of the Italian Govern- 
ment, have shown the results I have stated, then with deflective steel 
armor the day of aggression, so fur as the gun is concerned, is well-nigh 
numbered. J submit, then, to the careful study and thought of gentle- 
men charged with the military defense of our coasts, if these results are 
true, what may not beaccomplished by steel-cased forts, so to term them ? 

In view of these recent experiments, in view of the accomplished 
facts I have stated, I am free to say that not only in regard to the Amer- 
ican Navy, but in regard to all the navies of the world, their inefii- 
ciency and weakness are demonstrated. I tell my friend from Indiana 
{Mr. CALKINS] that the days of the style of vessels known as Puritan 
and Miantonomoh are numbered. They belong tc the past in compar- 
ison with present improved naval vessels. And I say now, with these 
improvements and developments in the science of naval warfare, the 
power of the English navy, of the French navy, and of the German 
navy pale before that of the few vessels of the Italian navy. If I were 
called on to-day to name the naval power of the most strength I would 
hesitate whether I would follow the order which I named in the out- 
set of my remarks, inclined as I am to rank that of Italy at least as 
second. 

The special weakness of the American Navy is this: First I name the 
ordnance of the American Navy. We have no guns; and why I say 
no guns I will explain in a moment. 

In the second place, we have no vessels of any speed. In the third 
place, we have no armored vessels fit to cope with the weakest naval 
power known to the history of the world. Now, I mention right in 
that connection that we may take the Miantonomoh and the Puritan 
and before the guns of the Chinese gunboats they could not protect 
themselves or give protéction to ourcities and coast, but would be merely 
as driftwood. None of our vessels built or proposed to be built could 
withstand anattack from any one of the naval powers. Our cities would 
be at their mercy except for one thing. Nature has done mitch for 
America. Nature protects our coasts against the heavy vessels of the 
world. Our resources afford the other protection; and the capacity and 
the great power that belongs to America always to prove herself equal 
to any emergency, as well as the knoledge of this fact by the world, 
afford us security—the Navy of itself plays no part. Peace now pre- 
vails. I for one trust that it shall always be the inheritance of our peo- 
ple. But yetthecareful studentof the struggles of mankind must know 
that peace is not the constant inheritance of any people; hence we should 
be ready for defense. Besides, we owe something to our commerce. 
Weowesomething to the protection of our coasts. t shall be done ? 
We can not go, and ought not to attempt to go, to the extent of any large 
armaments. It iscontrary tothe policy, to the theory, and tothe genius 
of our Government; and in view, Mr. Chairman, of what has been done 
in the last decade of years, the immense improvements that have been 
made, which I have ly referred to, what is the proper policy and 
“En coe _ ety in th of 

It is, in my judgment, that of li i ie way of ex- 

z ts. We need speed; we need guns and we need armor. Shall 


we build alarge number of vessels at once in order to get these things? 
In my judgment, no. Practical common sense say, make your 
experiments first 


a eats es een See Make your ex- 
first and build your guns in your own factories. Make your 


experiments, in the third place, to demonstrate the full power and effect 
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of steel-clad armor. Make these. The opportunities, as I shall pres- 
ently refer to, are offered by the invention of the distinguished gentle- 
man to whom I have but a moment ago alluded. 

But, Mr. Chairman, what is proposed by this bill? I agree very 
heartily in the remarks of my friend from Indiana as to the fact that 
upon @ mere appropriation bill these alleged reforms or new legislation 
should not appear; and we might well inquire what isthe office and the 
functions of the Naval Committee of this House? Why is it that this 
measure, which should appropriately come from the great labor and 


study of the Naval Committee of the House, did not come from that | 
quarter? I do not know whether the Appropriations Committee did | 
the members of the House Naval Committee the honor to consult and | 


confer with them upon the subject. But, sir, much is attempted by 
this bill. It is alleged, and in that fact I agree, that the Navy so far 
as its personnel is concerned is top-heavy. There are too many officers 
for the number of vessels. Thatis true. From that admitted fact an 


attempt at reform is made. That attempt is by the controlling of the | 


rank and the retirement of officers. Now, I submit that in the present 
condition of the naval service of this country a large number of officers 
who have come there and are borne upon the register were placed in that 
position as a result of the recent civil war. 

A number of them were placed there from the volunteer ranks, and 


they illustrated their patriotism and heroism and their devotion to the | 


interests of the country by their magnificent service, rendered to the 
country in the naval branch of the service. For their service in that 
connection they have got upon the lists of the Navy. Now I believe, 
although I ean not say positively, that they are the first persons to re- 


ceive the full effect of the reform blow. Now, while there is a large | 


number of officers and a very limited number of vessels, and which 
are decreasing year by year, how or by what method Iam not here 
now to say or discuss, but certainly it is not through the fault of the 
brave and gallant officers of the Navy that there are no vessels for them 
to go tosea upon. Hence the Navy is top-heavy. The facts are well 


established. Now the effect, I submit, of the proposed changes in this | 


bill is to disturb the harmony of the service, to breed jealousies and 
to promote favoritism, to increase the retired list, and to enhance the 
pay of the Navy. 

How are these reforms proposed to be made? I notice first, Mr. 
Chairman, that it is proposed to abolish the rank of commodore. For 


one I am free to say, sir, that I regard the rank as somewhat anoma- | 


lous and out of place in our service. I think it should be got rid of 
gradually; and I believe that the rank of commodore should be known 
only in the special instance of cases where a senior captain or a captain 
is called upon to command a squadron. When in that condition and 
for that period the rank should be known in that case only. And as 
has been suggested by my distinguished friend from California [ Mr. 
ROSECRANS | that provision should be made with reference to the navy- 
yard, because it expedites and harmonizes the business of the yards. 

Now, we have this proposition to select rear-admirals: 

After having abolished the rank of commodore to select by a board 
to be appointed by the President, who designates from the rank of cap- 
tain or commodore a given number from whom the President appoints 
the rear admiral to be promoted. I do not fancy boards or commissions 
much, and in the naval service they have been singularly unfortunate. 
But, Mr. Chairman, I will read for the purpose of calling the attention 
of my colleague from the State of Tennessee to it, who is a member of 
the Committee on Appropriations, a provision of the bill. It is pro- 
vided— 

That the senior commodore over whom a junior in rank is thus promoted may 
pe. mer si own application be placed upon the retired-list with the rank of rear- 


It is, in my judgment, Mr. Chairman, a little singular, I submit, that 
when a board has found a gentleman not fit for the rank of rear-ad- 


miral, you shall, upon a showing of his incompetency, promote him to | 


the retired-list as the rank of rear-admiral. Again I ask my friend and 
colleague if this provision is not liable to this construction: Assuming 
that there are twenty commodores now, as it will be under the act of 
the last Congress—twenty commodores upon the register—now, suppose 
@ captain is selected and promoted to admiral; may not under this 
ion every commodore have the right to be retired as a rear-admi- 
ral? Why should the first commodore on the list have the right and 
not the second and third and so on? Is not the reason the same in 
each instance? 
I submit these methods of selection and promotion and retiring are 
far-reaching in their effects. They will tend, in my judgment, to de- 


moralize the service. When I say this the committee will not under- 


stand me as not being opposed to the gradual abolition of the rank of 
commodore, 

Upon the reform proposed here by arbitrary retirement, so far as I 
am concerned, I shall be perfectly frank with the committee in giving 


my own opinion and judgment. The first provision in regard to re- | 


firement isa requirement of sea-service. Now, every other thing being 
right, that isa step in the right direction. Every other thing being 
right, the requirement of sea-service for promotion is correct in prin- 





But, Mr. Chairman, I submit to the Appropriations Committee, who 
have taken charge of this legislation, as I would submit to the Naval 
Committee, that they ought to exercise caution, so that whan an officer 
desires sea-service and is entitled to it heshall haveit. I have known 
of instances where parties claimed at least that they were entitled to 
sea-service, and say they have year after vear demanded it of the Se 
retary of the Navy; but from partiality or prejudice that demand was 
not complied with Let the regulation of this be legal: let it be reg 
ular; let it be impartial. When that is done the theory here is cor 
rect. 

But I beg to ask my friend from Tennessee [Mr. ATKINS] one other 
que stion I observe that this requirement of sen-services ap] lies to the 
| lieutenant, to the lieutenant-commander, and to the commander. Why 


| does it not apply to the captain just as well Why are captains lett 

| out ? 

} Mr. ATKINS. My colleague has asked 1 everal questions. It 
would take a great portion of his time, indeed I would heat ec to makea 

| Speech, to answer his questions. If he desires me to answer them now 

| I will do it, but will oceupy a good deal of his time. If he prefers I 

| will do it hereafter 

| Mr. WHITTHORNE.  Lask my colleague to take note of these ques 


tions. I am quite certain in the suggestion ] have last made I have the 
| hearty concurrence of my colleague trom ‘Tennessee that this is an omis 
sion, though it may not be an fntentional one, that captains are not 
required to have sea-service as other officers I notice this as one of 
the things which if leit unamended will of itself breed discord in the 
naval service and which ought to be remedied 

The other proposition is that you shal! retire officers at certain aces 
you shall retire a captain at the age ef 55: a commander at t! re of 
51; a heutenant-commander at the age ot 47: a lieutenant at the ave 
of 45. Now mark you, it isnot said he ‘‘ may be”’ retired, but “shall 
be’ retired. Why, sir, take the fiithful ofiicer of the N ivy who has 
| followed the flag of his country through every hour of peril that de 
manded service trom him; take him as he has waited patiently tor his 
| promotion, and the fact that he is not promoted is not at the expense 
of the devotion of his brain or his body. pot at the expense of his honot 


| 

| or his patriotism, but God Almighty has not permitted thesun tostand 

| still and its revolution has added vears to his vears of honor; but thos« 

| years are years of penalty to him 

| Isit right that in the present condition of vour naval registry, men 
who have been waiting as I have said paticntly fortheir hour of promo 
tion should be retired in this way? You have said the officers of the 
Army shall be retired at given ages; the General, the Licutenant-Gen 

eral, and the major-general shall be retired at a given age You h 

| said that the rear-admiral of the Navy shali be retired at the age of 62 

Why do you take the subordinate lieutenant who has reached th 

| of 45 years and cause the guillotine to fall upon him and his tortun 

| Does the brain cease to act and the body to pert Lit mictionsat 45° 
It will apply with peculiar hardship to th ofticer of the Navy 
who at that age ean not go out in the world snd make for himself an 
other occupation or profession. It is unjust to make it compulsory 

At this point I desire to arrest the attention of my colleague [Mr 

ATKINS ] and other membersof the Committee on Appropriations. . Will 
they tell me whether these provisions of the bill reterring to promotion 


and retirement apply to the staff of the Navy or not? 

Mr. ATKINS and Mr. BUTTERWORTH. No; they do not 

Mr. WHITTHORNE. Two members of the committee say they do 
| not. Why, then, gentlemen, do you make this diserimination at the es 
| pense of the line officer of the Navy? Whatgood reason is there for it? 
| Can my friend from Ohio, who has informed me what the provision 
| means, tell me any good reason why the ax should failon the lieutenant 
| in the line at the age of 45, and not fall upon the doctor or the paymaste1 
| or the engineer at 45? 


| Mr. ATKINS. Because staff officers are never in command of aship 
at all. 

Mr. BUTTERWORTH. I can only give the gentleman tlie reason 
which is given nie. 

The CHAIRMAN. Does the gentleman from Tennessee yield ? 

Mr. WHITTHORNE. Yes, sir. 

Mr. BUTTERWORTH. That is, as I understand, officers enter the 
service in the staff much later in life than in the line; at 21, 23, or 25, 
while in the line they enter much earlier. But so fur as that is con 


cerned, I am in favor of putting them on the same footing, or at least of 


opening a flow of promotion in the staff. Under the provisions of this 
bill and the last bill the lieutenant in the Pay Department will get no 
promotion inside of twenty years in some cases, and in other eases in 
not less than forty years. 

Mr. WHITTHORNE. I will ask my friend from Ohio if he is not 
aware of the fact that the staff, when it comes to a question of rank, 
gets the benefit of six vears to offset what the line oilicer has in his six 
years at the Academy’ And does not my friend know when the line 
officer gets the benefit of these six years that it gives him that much 
leverage in passing from the rank of lieutenant to that of lieutenant- 
commander; and if the staff officer enters at a higher age than the lieu- 
tenant he gets it back there again, so to speak ? 
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Awain, Mr. Chairman, I have to ask the members of the Committee 
on Appropriations if they are enabled to tell this House the effect of this | 
provision; how many men in the different ranks a will be placed 
on the retired-list within the next five or ten years? Can they answer | 
that question? And yet this House ought to know before they pass 
this wholesale provision. You propose to go on increasing the retired- 
list until you will bring the Navy, in its personnel as well as in its ma- 
terial, into reproach betore the country. The country now stands, as 
I may say, appalled at the fact that in this bill you appropriate over 
$700,000 for the support of men on the retired-list who do nothing. 
And yet you propose to increase that retired-list, and after increasing it 
you do not diminish the number of officers on the active-list. 

When any criticism is made uponthe provisions in this bill the sug- 
yestion is thrown out that some means of reformation ought to be pro- | 
posed. I reply that among other things it 1s suggested that we pause 
with the Naval Academy for tive or ten years, or in some other manner | 
diminish the number of naval cadets and stop the flow of officers into | 
ihe service long enough to do justice to those who are already in the | 
service, 

! have thus hurriedly gone over the personnel of the Navy, and will 
leave other criticisms upon the subject to another occasion and another 
time, I now pass to notice the material of the Navy. 

In the bill I hold in my hand—and I ask the attention of the com- 
mittee to what I now state—it is set forth that the total estimates of 
the Navy Department for the fiscal year ending June 30, 1554, were 
825, 588,887.54, and that the totalamount recommended by the bill from 
the Committee on Appropriations for that fiscal year is $15,209,100, 2% 

Now, [ respectfully suggest that when members come to look at the 
uppropriations in this bill, instead of there being only $15,000,000, they 
will find that the Committee on Appropriations have recommended 
measures herein which, with the direct appropriations, will involve an 
expenditure of over $25,000,000, In the report which accompanies the 
bill, which IT have betore me, is embraced some of the estimates of the 
Navy Department, and among them is one for inerease of the Navy, 
$7,045,000, The report also states that the sum recommended to be 
appropriated for that purpose is $1,700,000, 

Now is that true in thet? Does this bill stop at the total amount of 
appropriation of $15,000,000 2% Does it mean to stick in the wood or in 
the bark, and authorize contracts to be made which the next Democratic 
Hiouse will be called on to appropriate money for as a deficiency or other- 
Wise? 

Mr. ATKINS 
statement. 

Mr. WHITTHORNE. Certainly. 

Mr. ATKINS. ‘The estimate he alludes to in the letter of the Secre- 
tary of the Treasury was not adopted by the committee. 1 will say, in 
justice to mysell, that I donot concur in some of the provisions of this 
bill at all. [do net coneur in the provision in relation to the increase 
of the Navy, and all that. 

But | suppose my colleague wants to be accurate, and in that regard 
I call his attention to the fact that only about $4,000,000 is appropri- 
ated for the specitic purpose of the steel cruisers to which he refers. 
About $4,000,000 in all that can be contracted for, not $7,000,000, The 
estimate was for $7,000,000, but only about $4,000,000 are called for in 
the bill. 

Mr. WHITTHORNE, Lam glad that my colleague interrupted me. 
It was for that purpose I desire to call his attention and that of the 
committee especially to a sentence which I will read. Now, what do 
these words mean, commencing in line 361 and going down to line 372 
of the bill? 


But the execution of no contract shall be entered upon for the completion of 
either of these veasels— 





Tam sure my colleague wants to be exact in his 


That is, the completion of the monitors— 


But the execution of no contract shall be entered upon for the completion of 
either of these vessels until the terms thereof shall be approved by a hoard con- 
sisting of one line officer, one naval constructor, and one engineer, who shall 
approve only such contracts as may be to the best advantages of the Govern- 
ment, and fair and reasonable, according to the lowest market price for similar 
work, from responsible and competent bidders, and at a total cost not to exceed 
the amounts estimated by the advisory board, in its full report, required by the 
act of August 5, 1882. 

Mr. ATKINS. 
monitors. 

Mr. WHITTHORNE. Yes. 

Mr. ATKINS. And the remark I made had reference to the increase 
of the navy, to the steel cruisers. 

Mr. WHITTHORNE. 1 will come to that ina few moments. Now, 
I submit to my colleague, or to any lawyer on this floor, if the provision 
which I have read is not full authority for the Secretary of the Navy 
to make these contracts? I submit that that was the intention of that 
clause. 

Mr. ATKINS. Will my colleague allow me just one word more? 

The CHAIRMAN. Does the gentleman yield? 

Mr. WHITTHORNE. Certainly. 


Mr. ATKINS. I now state to the House that am not in sympathy 


Allow me just a word more; that has reference to the 





with that part of the bill, 








Mr. WHITTHORNE. In my judgment—and | would be willing to 
leave it to any lawyer—this provision of the bill was intended to con- 
fer upon the Secretary of the Navy authority to complete these monitors. 
And I ask the gentlemen of the Committee on Appropriations, from the 
chairman all through the committee, to contradi:t me if I am not cor- 
rect when I say it will take from four to six millions of dollars to com- 
plete these monitors, and if you do that then that amount is to be added 
to the sum of $15,000,000 which it is stated is appropriated by this 
bill. 

Now, if it is not intended to confer upon the Secretary of the Navy 
the authority to complete these monitors, then what office and what 
mission does that sentence in this bill propose to accomplish ? 

Mr. HISCOCK. To what sentence does the gentleman refer? 

Mr. WHITTHORNE. To the sentence commencing in line 361 and 


' ending in line 372. 


Mr. HISCOCK. Read it, if you please. 

Mr. WHITTHORNE. I have just read it. 

Mr. HISCOCK. The bill intends simply toappropriate a certain sum 
of money for the completion of the engines and machinery of one of the 
monitors; and it doesnot intend to allow the expenditure of any further 
sum than that upon the monitors. If there is any language in the bill 
which will bear any other construction than that we will co-operate with 
the gentleman in changing the language so as to make the intention 
clear and distinct. 

Mr. WHITTHORNE. I am aware that the gentleman from New 
York is a lawyer and a gentleman of candor. 1 desire his attention 
while I read this clause of the bill to him: - 


INCREASE OF THE NAVY. 


To be applied by the Secretary of the Navy under the appropriate bureaus: 
For completing in accordance w vith the recommendations of the naval advisory 
board the engines and machinery of the double-turreted iron-clad, which oni 
board may advise to be first completed by new contract or otherwise, as the 
Secretary may think best for the interests of the Government, $450,000. 


Now, before I read the next sentence, I understand the gentleman 
from New York to say this is all that is ‘proposed to be done. 

Mr. HISCOCK. It is. 

Mr. WHITTHORNE. Now, I ask him as a lawyer and as a fair and 
candid man what under the face of the sun means the next sentence, 
which I will read, and if it means nothing why is it here? 

But the execution of no contract shall be entered upon for the completion of 


either of these vessels until the terms thereof shall be approved by a board con- 
sisting of one line officer, one naval constructor, and one engineer. 


Mr. HISCOCK. If the gentleman desires to have the bill amended 


| so that no other contract for the completion of engines and machinery 


shall be entered upon, I believe | am authorized in saying the commit- 
tee will accept that amendment. 

Mr. WHITTHORNE. Then upon that point, having accomplished 
what I desired, I have not a word further to say. 

Mr. HISCOCK. The committee have no concealed purpose; it was 
their intention to authorize the expenditure ofa givensum of money, and 
no more. 

Mr. WHITTHORNE. Then I am satisfied on that point. 

Mr. ATKINS. I think thatthe language which my colleague is criti- 
cizing, when fairly construed, relates merely to the vessel which may be 
selected by this naval advisory board to be completed, and has noother 
application. 

Mr. WHITTHORNE. Iam content to rely on the statement which 
the gentleman from New York has made. 

Mr. HISCOCK. There need be no trouble on the part of gentlemen 
on the othér side. We are entirely willing to have this provision of the 
bill made specific so as to confine it to the engines and machinery of the 
vessel, though I have no doubt it is so confined now. 


Mr. WHITTHORNE. With er assurance I passon. I have not 
another word to say on that poin 
Now take the sentence next following. I like to deal with my friend 


from New York [Mr. Hiscock], for I tind him always explicit and to 
the point. I read the next sentence: 

And the Secretary of the Navy shall take possession of the double-turreted 
ironclads, and if he th thinks best, remove the same to the Government navy-yards ; 
and he shall determine the amounts which ought to be paid to the contractors 
severally for the use and occupation of their yards. 

Now, I submit to my friend from New York that the power ought 
not to be lodged in the hands of the present Secretary of the Navy to 
‘‘determine the amounts which ought to be paid to the contractors 
severally for the use and occupation of their yards.’’ 

Mr. HISCOCK. In reference to the language which the gentle- 
man has just read, I will say that further on in the bill he will find 
a provision that the amounts shall be reported to Congress. The 
Secretary of the Navy pays nothing; he has to report to Con; 
what in his judgment is a fair and just amount. I drew that provision 
myself, and it was my intention to reserve to the final audit- 


ing of theamount. I intended to do that, and I have no doubt that I 

did it. 
Mr. WHITTHORNE. mye pte pty 
tes to any offiger the power to 


he will see that the moment he 
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determine the amount, he gives away everything; and the officer simply 
reports the amount to Congress—not for auditing or adjustment, but for 
payment. Under this provision the Secretary of the Navy is to ‘‘de- 
termine the amounts which ought to be paid ’’ and to report the same 
to Congress. 

Mr. BLOUNT. I would like to ask my friend from New York [ Mr. 
Hiscock] whether the language of the bill does not carry with it an 
acknowledgment on the part of the Government that it is bound to pay 
something for the use of those yards? 

Mr. HISCOCK. I will answer that question. I believed when that 
provision was prepared that we were bound to pay something, not for 
the failure on the part of the Government to perform the contract here- 
tofore made, but for the use and occupation of the premises of these 
people. That was my idea. 

Mr. BLOUNT. I supposed it was. 

Mr. HISCOCK. But if the gentleman will look further on in the 
hill he will find that this allowance is limited in terms to an allowance 
jor the use and occupation of their premises. 

Mr. WHITTHORNE. Iam now in this general debate developing 
the facts in regard to matters upon which, whdn we consider the bill 
under the five-minute rule, I shall most likely have something to say, 
and then I shall take issue with my friend as to the liability of the 
Government. I now read another provision of the bill: 


For the construction of the steel cruiser of not less than 4,000 tons displacement | 


now specially authorized by law, two steel cruisers of not more than 3,000 nor 
less than 2,500 tons displacement each, and one dispatch boat, as recommended 
by the naval advisory boardin its report of December 20, 1882, $1,300,000 

Then a little further down we tind that the amount appropriated by 
the last Congress and unexpended—about $1,200,000, as 1 understand— 
is reappropriated for this purpose. 

Mr. HISCOCK. I wish to say this to the gentleman. as he asks me 
the question: My understanding is that it does not amount to 51,200,- 
000 applicable to that purpose. It is only so much of those appropria- 
tions which are now unexpended. There are six months’ appropri: 
tions yet unexpended. 

Mr. WHITTHORNE. So much the better, then, for the point Tam 
making. I submit that under the language of this bill the Secretary 
of the Navy is authorized and directed to contract for or to have built a 
cruiser of 4,000 tons, two of not less than 2,500 tons, und the dispatch 
boat. He is authorized to do that, and now I submit—— 

Mr. HISCOCK. Just there I wish to say 

The CHAIRMAN. Does the gentleman trom Tennessee yield ? 

Mr. HISCOCK. He is asking me a question. 

Mr. WHITTHORNE. Certainly, Lyield to the gentleman from New 
York. 

Mr. HISCOCK. Under the law of last summer he was authorized to 
build the vessel mentioned here of not less than 4,000 tons displace- 
ment. The new authority in this bill is to build two vessels, bet ween 
2,500 and 3,000 tons displacement, and the dispatch boat. 

Mr. WHITTHORNE. The point I am desiring to bring to the atten- 
tion of the committee, and I submit it to the candor of the gentleman 
from New York, is, that when you have authorized the building of four 
vessels you have not on the face of the bill appropriated the amount 
required for that’ purpose. Hence, Mr. Chairman, the next Congress of 
the United States will find itself bound by your authorized contract.to 
meet the deficiency required tor the completion of these vessels. I sub- 
mit to my friend, I submit to the committee, that it would be frank to 
name the entire amount required for the construction of these vessels 
which are authorized by this bill. 

Mr. HISCOCK. If the gentleman will look at the estimates of the 
alvisory board he will find precisely the amount which it will cost to 
build these vessels. 

Mr. WHITTHORNE. Ay, and it is because I have looked at that 
report that I have discovered you have not in this bill appropriated a 
sufficient amount for that purpose. 

Mr. HISCOCK. Oh, no; there is nothing concealed here. We say 
very distinctly and explicitly we have not intended to appropriate all 
of the money necessary to build these vessels. We intended only to 
appropriate such money as can be expended during the next fiscal 





year. 
Mr. WHITTHORNE. Thatisthe point lam comingto. Then dur- | 


ing the next Congress of the United States we are to be held responsible 
for these contracts. And these vessels are to be built—where? The 
proviso says that he shall utilize the national navy-yards for that pur- 
= Sir, I appeal to the distinguished chairman of the Committee on 

aval Affairs, to the gentleman from Massachusetts [ Mr. HArris], and 
ask him to answer betore this committee whether the navy-yards of the 
United States are in a condition to fill any of the requirements to build 
any of these steel vessels ? 

Mr. HARRIS, of Massachusetts. 
see to answer me one question. 

Mr. HISCOCK. First let me answer that question. 

The CHAIRMAN. Does the gentleman from Tennessee yield tothe 
gentleman from New York ? 

Mr, WHITTHORNE. Certainly, 


I wish the gentleman from Tennes- 





Mr. HISCOCK. He isto utilize the navy-yards where it can be done 

with advantage. That is the language of the bill. 

Mr. HARRIS, of Massachusetts. Will the gentleman from Tennes- 
see yield to me? 

Mr. WHITTHORNE. Yes, si: 

Mr. HARRIS, of Massachusetts. Will the gentleman from Tennes 
sce vote toappropriate all of the money at this session of Congress neces 
sary to finish the cruisers named in this bill, because I propose to do 
that? 

Mr. WHITTHORNE. I will answer my friend candidly and frankly, 
that he knows now that the work can not be done at the navy- yards in 
their present condition. It will tak sum of money to do that. 
I will say that I will vote to build one s 


eel cruiser of the size deter 
| mined at the last session, one of 4,000 tons displacement, one 2,500 tons 
displacement, and a steel ram or two. 1 will vote tor a dispatch boat 


and for a torpedo boat 

Mr. HARRIS, of Massachusetts I 

Mr. WHITTHORNE. I will have tosay tor myself, Mr. Chairman, 
that I believe I was the first man in the legislative halls of this country 
to advocate the building of steel cruisers. At that time I was ridiculed, 
or rather the idea was ridiculed, on this tloor 

Mr. ONEILL. Will the gentleman yield to me 

Mr. WHITTHORNE. For a moment 

Mr. O'NEILL. Merely to ask the gentleman a question. [| ask him 
in view of what he has stated, where he would have those vessels built 
whether in the navy-yards of the country or in private ship-yards* 

Mr. WHITTHORNE. I have stated to my friend I am in favor of a 
good and proper bill providing for the building of these vessels by con 
tract, but not at our navy-yards. 

Mr. O'NEILL. Mr. Chairman, it appears to me the provisions ot 
this bill in respect to these monitors are going rapidly to the end of 
closing the navy-yards of the country and putting them in the posses 
sion of contractors as the place where they may build their ships. That 
is my objection to this sec The bill is in the of closing the 


i vlad to hear that 


tion 


line 


navy-vards of the United States where many of these vessels could be 
properly built and giving up those navy rds to the use of private con 
tractors. 

Mr. WHITTHORNE I thank id from Massachusetts [Mr 


H ARRIS | for h Miterruptto for - tind wut come to the conelusion 


} of the remarks T had proposed to submit to the committee on this o« 
| casion 
No, Mr. Chairman, let the it be protected in making con 


tracts for these experimental vessels, and 1 think it ean. tor we have 


statement of one of th 


the 
distinguished ship-builders of this country, who 


| says, in substance, if the Government will give him the contract he will 
| undertake to build a steel or iron cruiser guaranteeing 17-knot speed 
| I refer to Mr. Ganze, of Wilin t But no such vessels as that are 


} 
proposed tobe built here 
1 


You makin Allo? your 
Steel crulsers that you propose 


here are simply experiments, and for one 
I would not trust this work to your navy-yards and pay all the cost of 
failure. 1 would protect the Government, and seek while making the 
experiments the highest ability, engineering skill, and constructive 
talent of the country. And in doingso I would avail myself, as | have 
referred to heretofore, of the skill of an American citizen, for I believe 
that the solution of this armor question is to be solved by the genius, 
the perseverance, and the skill of that distinguished officer now on the 
| retired-list, Passed Assistant Engit Clark. I believe his invention 
| and genius will determine tle question, and in that way I would be as 
liberal in appropriations for this service as the gentleman from Massa 
| chusetts desires to be. 

! 


ahi ¢ xp riment 





Lee! 


I thank the committee for its attention. 
MESSAGE FROM THE 
| The committee informally rose; and Mr. RoBiNson, of Massachusetts 
| having taken the chair asSpeaker protempore, a message in writing from 
| the President of the United States was communicated to the House by 
| Mr. PRUDEN, one of his secretaries 
} NAVAL APPROPRIATION BILIe 
The Committee of the Whole resumed its session 
| 
| 


PRESIDENT 


Mr. THOMAS. Mr. Chairman, the bill before the committe: 
titled ‘‘A bill making appropriations for the naval service for the fiseal 
| year ending June 30, 1884, and for other purposes.’? An examination 
of the terms and provisions of the bill and an investigation of the dif 
ferent objects and purposes of the various proposed appropriations have 
served to produce many and changing emotions in my mind 

Quite a number of opjects are mentioned and appropriated for in this 
bill. ts far-reaching arms extend from the pay of the Admiral to that 
of the common sailor, and from the building ol a 4,000-ton steel cruiser 


is en 


{| to the repairing of a captain’s gig 
Upon the assembling and organization of the Porty-seventh Congress, 


the Committee on Naval Affairs sect to work in earnest to devise some 
means by which the Government could secure some decent, effective, 
modern war vessels upon which to float the American flag, vessels that 
the whole country would be proud of and which would secure to us the 
respect of the world as well on the land as on the sea 
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That committee worked from three to four days in each week for four 
months, taking evidence, making examinations, listening to arguments, 
and observing experiments. 

‘As the fruit of that arduous and exhaustive examination the com- 
mittee, by its chairman [Mr. HARrIs], whom the whole country honors 
for his ability, integrity, energy, and industry, reported to the House 
the following bill, which was placed upon the Calendar: 


A bill authorizing the construction of vessels of war for the Navy of the United 
States, and for other purposes. 


Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United States of 
America in Congress assembled, That the Secretary of the Navy is hereby author- 
ized and directed to cause to be constructed six cruising vessels of war, the same 
to be constructed of “ open-hearth” steel, of domestic manufacture, having a 
tensile strength of not less than 55,000 pounds to the square inch, and a ductility 
in eight inches of not less than 25 per cent., said vessels to be provided with full 
sail-power and full steam-power, 

Sree. 2. That two of said vessels shall be of not less than 5,000 nor more than 
6,000 tons displacement, and shall have the hichest attainable speed, and not less 
than au average speed at sea of 15 knots per hour under steam alone, and shall 
cach be armed with four breech-loading rified cannon of hich power, of not less 
than S inch caliber, and not more than twenty-one breech-looding rifled cannon 
of high power, of not less than 6-inch caliber. Four of said vessels shall be of 
not less than 4,500 nor more than 4,700 tons displocement, and shall have the 
highest attainable speed, and not less than an average speed at sea of 14 knots 
per hour under steam alone, and shall each be armed with four breech-loading 
rifled cannon of high power, of not less than inch caliber, and not more than 
fifteen breech-loading rifled cannon of high power, of not less than 6inch 
caliber, 

Spec, 3. That the Secretary of the Navy is hereby further authorized and directed 
to cause to be constructed one steam-ram, having a displacement of not more 
than 2,000 tons, to have an average speed at sea of not lessthan 13 icnots per hour, 
and to be constructed of steel of the quality and kind hereinbefore designated ; 
and four steam cruising torpedo-boats, not excceding in length one hundred and 
twenty-five feet each, and having a maxinium speed of not less than 21 knots per 
hour; and foursteam harbor torpedo-bouts, not exceeding in length one hundred 
feet each, and having a maximum speed of not less than 17 knots per hour; all 
of saidt »rpedo boats to be constructed of steel of the quality and kind herein- 
before desiznated, Aud there is hereby appropriated, out of any money in the 
Treasury not otherwise appropriated, the sun of $10,000,000, to be expended 
under (he direction of said Secretary of the Navy for the construction of safd six 
cruising vessels of war, their engines, boilers, snd armament; the said steam- 
ram, its engines and boilers; and the said torpedo-boats; whichsum, orso much 
thereof as may be necessary, shall be inmediately available on the passage of 
this act, 

Sec. 4. That the Seerctary of the Navy is hereby empowered and directed to 
organize a board of naval officers and experts for his advice and assistance, to 
be called the “naval board of advice and survey,” to serve during the period 
required for the construction, armanient, and trial of the vessels hereby author- 
ized to be constructed, and no longer. Said board shall consist of five officers 
on the active-list of the Navy in the line and the staff, to be detailed by the Sec- 
retary of the Navy, without reference to rank and with reference only to char- 
acter, oxpericnee, knowledge, and skill, and two persons of established reputa- 
tion and standing, experts in science and in the arts of ship-building, steam- 
engineering, and naval ordnance, to be selected from civil life and employed 
for this sole duty by the Seeretery of the Navy, and to be paid such sum, out of 
the appropriation hereby made, not exceeding 950,000, as he may direct: Pro- 
vided, however, That no person shall be a member of said board who has any in- 
terest, direct or indirect, in any invention, device, or process, patented or other- 
wise, to be used in the construction of said vessels, their engines, boilers, or 
armament. It shall be the duty of said board to advise and assist the Secretary 
of the Navy, in his oflice or elsewhere, in all matters referred to them by him 
relative to the designs, models, plans, specifications, and contracts for said ves- 
sels in all their parts, and relative to the materials to be used therein and to the 
construction thereof, and especially relative to the harmonious adjustment, re- 
spectively, of their hulls, machinery, and armament; and they shall examine 
all materials to be used in said vessels, and inspect the work on the same as it 
progresses, and have general supervision thereof, under the direction of said 
Secretary, But said board shall have no power to make or enter into any con- 
tract not to direct or control any officer of the Navy, the chief of any bureau of 
the Navy, or any contractor, but shall in all things be subject to the order and 
direction of said Secretary. f 

See, 5. That the Secretary of the Navy is hereby directed to cause one-half in 
number, as near as may be, of the vessels hereby authorized to be constructed, 
ineluding their engines and boilers, to be built in the navy-yards of the United 
States having the requisite facilities for the work, and to cause the other half to 
be built in whole or in part by contract: Provided, however, That if it shall be 
found to be impracticable to build one-half of said vessels in the navy-yards 
without the expenditure of money for the necessary tools or plant beyond the 
Amount Now appropriated, or hereafter to be appropriated, and made available 
for that purpose, during the next flecal year, then the same, or any part thereof, 
may be built by contract. And the cannon and their carriages for the arma- 
ment of said vessels may be built by contract, or partly by contract and partly 
in the navy-yards having the facilities therefor, as the Secretary of the Navy 
may determine, The Secretary of the Navy shall require of all persons con- 
tracting for the building of said vessels, their engines, boilers, or armament, 
bonds, wilh approved suretics, for the faithful performance of such contract; 
aud he shall retain at least 20 per cent. of the contract-price until the contract is 
completed and the work accepted. 

Sec. 6, That neither of the vessels hereby authorized to be built shall be con- 
tracted for or commenced until full and complete detail drawings and specifica- 
tions thereof in all its parts, including the hull, engines, and boilers, shall have 
been provided or adopted by the Navy Department, and shall have been ap- 
proces, in writing, by said board, or by a majority of the members thereof, and 
»y the Secretary of the Navy; and after said drawings and specifications have 
been provided, adopted, and approved as aforesaid, and the work has been com- 
menced or a contract made for it, they shall not be changed in any respect, when 
the cost of such change shall in the construction exceed $100, except upon the ap- 
proval of said board, or a majority of the members thereof, in writing.and upon 
the written order of the Secretary of the Navy; and if changes are thus made, 
the actual cost thereof and the damage caused thereby shall be ascertained, esti- 
mated, and determined by said board; and in any contract made pursuant to 
this act it shall be provided in the terms thereof that the contractor shall be 
bound by the determination of said board, ora jority thereof, asto the amount 
of the increased or diminished compensation said contractor shall be entitled to 
receive, if any, in consequence of such change or c! ki 

Sec. 7, That the Secretary of the Navy is hereby rized to cause either or 
any of the six @ aising vessels of war pi hater to be provided with interior de- 
flective steel armor, if the same, upon full investigation, shall seem to be prac- 
ticable and desirable, and if the same shall be cegnoved by said board, or a ma- 

jority thereof, in writing. Befove any of the vessels hereby authorized shall be 





contracted for or commenced, the Secretary of the Navy shall, by proper notice 
invite all engineers and mechanics of established reputation, and all reputable, 
manufacturers of vessels, steam-engines, boilers, and ordnance having or contro]- 
ling regular establishments and being engaged in the business, all officers of the 
Navy, and especially ail naval constructors, steam-engineers, and ordnance offi- 
cers ofthe Navy, having plans, models, or designs ofany vessels of the classes here- 
by authorized, orofany part thereof, within any given period, notexceeding sixty 
days, to submit the same to said board; and it shall be the duty of said rd 
to carefully and fully examine the same and to hear any proper explanation 
thercof, and to report to the Secretary of the Navy, in writing, whether, in their 
opinion, any such plan, model, or design, or any suggestion therein, is worthy 
of adoption in the construction of said vessels, their engines, boilers, or arma 
ment; and ifin such construction any such plan, model, design, or suggestion 
shall be adopted, for the use of which any citizen not an oflicer of the Navy 
would have a just claim for compensation, the Secretary of the Navy shall re- 
port the facts to Congress, with a statement of the amount which in his opinion 
should be paid to such person. 

Sec. 8. That section 3721 of the Revised Statutes is hereby amended sothat the 
provisions which require that supplies shall be purchased by the Secretary of 
the Navy from the lowest bidder, after advertisement, shail not apply to ord 
nance or the materia! entering into the manufacture of ordnanee, gunpowder 
and war explosives, or the materials entering into the manufacture thereof. 

Sec. 9. That the Secretary of the Navy is hereby authorized to cause to becon 
structed a vessel to be used for the defense of our commerce upon the North 
western lakes, of not more than 1,200 tons displacement, the same to be built of 
stecl and armed with guns of approved character for that service, said vessel to 
be constructed soas to be able to pass over the shoals in Lake Saint Clairand the 
Detroit and Saint Clair Rivers, and to have all the speed peossibie without too 
great a sacrifice of other necessary qualities, at a cost not exceeding $00,000, the 
sume to be constructed out of any fund which may hereafter be made available 
for such purpose. 


Many efforts were made by Mr. HARRIS and other members of the 
committee during the last session of Congress to have a day fixed for 
the consideration of that bill; but the consideration of bills authoriz- 
ing the construction of public buildings all over the country, the Tariff 
Commission, and the approaching election seemed more important to a 
majority of the House of Representatives than rebuilding the American 
Navy, and so the bill has never yet been considered and I fear never 
will be. 

The biting frost of the last November election, which nipped the bud- 
ding hopes and ended the official career of so many of the country’s 
Congressional servants, seems to have driven the leaders of this Heuse 
squarely into that narrow road of ‘‘retrenchment and reform’’ by 
which the Democratic party, under the leadership of that great patron 
of cipher dispatches, Samuel J. Tilden, tried, but fortunately failed, to 
reach the control of this country. 

Niggardly and insufficient appropriations for proper purposes are never 
indorsed by the people, and instead of economy, are the worst sort of 
demagogy. 

This bill is much too liberal—liberal even to reckless extravagance— 
in some of its provisions, while in other matters of the greatest possi- 
ble moment to the country it is wholly insufficient. 

Have the members of this House examined as to the number, qual- 
ity, and condition of the vessels composing our Navy, and compared 
them with the vessels and armament of other countries? Let me quote 
from the report of the Naval Committee of the House where full and 
complete information on these points may be obtained: 

The Naval Register last issued brings official information concerning the Navy 


down to January 1, 1882. The list of one hundred and forty vessels there given 
is made up of the following classes : 


Steam-vessels : 
















































First rates........... — ‘ 13 
PRREIET EIIIIDS. pcnvencovnscanbastoeses on hsaicibade cbebdauuaiessiinsbbesiansinneivenbieinedsetencierssant 20 
Third rates CATR Te ee pachuabbenscabl ARS 27 
Fourth rates, including two torpedo-boats antenna ame & 
TUE ciacchnnlbnssdevaisebes iedbinkbicebesusecsorssninneanntiaceatveianscaettectnevementenstinensionne EB 
Sailing vessels: 
Third rates, first-class ..,................0+ iieinanieaianannenaivaeen tnatathte aanataidl aaehen 6 
Third rates, second-class . 
SEE ree TARE EE See See a 5 
Total ... ~ i 3 
IN tcsicuatentencinine s00secccentin Leiicadeiatadettitivetesieentianees wee 0 
I kisricnciatcedianisnincduniiitinimnnaesanniatidates on pA) 
Total number of vessels of all classes .......... AE aL wt notte So ta 140 


On the 10th day of January last this committee made a report (No. 139) to the 
House on the subject of the bill H. R. 677, entitled “ A bill to provide a permanent 
construction fund for the we and for other Sy ey n which they givea 
list of eight steam-vessels which are unfinished on the stocks in the ravy-yards, 
rotten and utterly worthless. That list is as follows: 











| 
Name. Tonnage. Dispioaey Location. 
Connecticut........ 4,450 | Boston. 
Pennsylvania .. | 000 







} einen 


4, Do. 
4,000 New York. 
Colossus........... 


teneeenee reece . 








gopopopepogene 
: SHSSSES 














Massachusetts. 1867 Portsmouth, N. H. 
Vineinis | 1818 4,150 Boston, part! td 

Irginia. eee) eecces ces cee ycutdown. 
New Orleans....... " SE Ti cctinsetenlenniats sidelined 4,150 Sackett 8 Harbor. 





Another list is given of fourteen vessels, which includes only worn-out, obso- 
lete, and worthless vessels, which it would be shameless folly and unpardona- 
present or prospective 


ble extravagance to attempt to repair, having no pessible 
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use, and which cost pamety a considerable sum to g 
dation by harbor thieves. That list is appended 
STEAM VESSELS. 


ruard and save from depre 


Displace- 















Names. Age. | Guns, Tonnage. mens. Location 
FIRST RATE. 
NiaQa®Pa ........-ceeeeees isd 12 2, 958 5,440 | Boston. 
Florida 1864 13 2135 4,220 | New London 
SPCOND RATE, 
Susquehanna ........ 1850 23 2, 213 3,980 | New York 
Congress ...... ms 1867 16 2,000 3,¢ = | Portsmouth, N. Il 
Worcester 1867 13 2, 000 3,150 | Norfolk. 
Benicia.. 1867 12 1,122 2, o0 Mare Island 
Canandaigua. 1862 9 955 2,130 | Norfolk. 
Monongahela ........ 1862 9 960 2" 100 Mare Island 
rHIRD RATE. 
Narragansett. 1858 5 566 1,235 , Mare Island 
Kansas 1863 3 410 900 | Portsmouth, N. H 
Saco ... 1863 3 419 900 Mare Island 
Nyack... 1863 3 410 900 Do 
Shawmut .... 1863 3 410 O00 Norfolk 
FOURTH RATE, | 
Frolic (purchased). 1864 8 6l4 1,300 Washington, D. ¢ 


Still anothe r list is given, which includes eight old sailing ships and two iron- 
clads, all of which, with perhaps the exception of the ironclad Dictator, are ut- 
terly worthless for naval purposes and wholly unworthy of repair. That list 
is as follows: 


SAILING VESSELS. 


Displace 











Names. Age. | Guns. /Tonnage. ~ ent. Location 
ER vcacnors pewevcssees 1820 5 2,700 1,250 | Boston 
1797 |) 
Constitution.......... | and | > 6 1,335 2,200 League Island 
1876 |} 
ss csksseminieeanes 185 22 1,47 Portsmouth, N. I 
Savannah. 1842 l, Norfolk. 
Cyane......... ei 1837 Mare Island 
Guard (purchased) cei 2 Portsmouth, N. Il 
1 ne - 
SR 1836 2 Washington, D. ¢ 
Supply .... 146 2 League Island 
ST CS 2 1,75 Do. 
Roanoke 6 2,2 Chester, Pa 


Of the twenty-five “tugs, &c.,’’ borne on the Naval Register, the committee 


estimate that at least ten are worn out and useless, and which should be soldor | 


demolished. Ifthe committee are correct in their estimate, here are forty-two, 
out of one hundred and forty vessels of all classes, whose names appear as part 
of the “Navy of the United States,” representing not only no naval power 
whatever, but which can hereafter serve no useful purpose, and which are 
moreover, a constant drain on the appropriations for the support of the Navy, 
and a consequent loss to the Government to the extent of the 
tection, which aggregates annually no small sum. 

Asan illustration, we may take the case of the Niagara, at Boston, which has 
been tied up to her dock, a worthless hulk, since the a oe to repair her, 
nearly or quite eighteen years ago, was abandoned. She has cost for her care 
alone since that time more than $98,000, and itisdoubtful if she is worth to-day, or 
will bring $25,000atauction. Other instances of the same kind are numerous, and 
the statistics on that subject are in preparation and will be laid before Congress. 

We regret that we are unable to present them in this report for want of time 
for their completion. From the list of one hundred and forty vessels whose 
names are borne on the Register, forty-two thus fall out at once, without ques- 
tion or doubt, and we are left with a total navy of only ninety-cight vesse ls ot 
all classes. But this does not, by any means, tell the story of our naval weak- 
ness, for of these ninety-eight fifteen are but navy-yard tugs, which are not serv- 
iceable for war purposes. ‘We therefore treat them as tools, useful in navy yards 
and naval stations, as are othertools and machines, as a part of the plant, rather 
than as vessels of the Navy, and we strike them out of the ninety-eight, leaving 
only eighty-three : as the total number of our vessels of the Nav y capable of service 

But our humiliation is not yet complete. Of these eighty-three fourteen are 
old sailing vessels of a by-gone age, and of an outgrown and abandoned system. 
We give their names, ages, tonnage, guns, and their present location and us« 


cost of their p ro- 























| 


- gv. « 
Name. c pon 2 a Location and uss 
=ae|.6|é&|sé 
Fi|A! & a 
ow Hampshire. | 1818 | 15 | 2,600; 4,150 | Repairing at Norfolk for train- 
} ing-ship for boys 
WORRROIE ccinciscvecesss | 1848 19; 2,400 | 4,150 | Receiving-ship at New York 
1797 1) } | 
Constellation ..... S| and |> 10) 1,236) 1,886 | Practice-ship at Naval Acad- 
| 184 ) |} emy. 
Independence........ |} 1814) 22) 1,891 | 3,270 | Receiving-ship at Mare Island, 
| | California. 
Santee......... iaueniiene 1855 | 48) 1,475 | 2,430 | Gunnery-ship at Naval Acad- 
emy, Annapolis, Maryland, 
Portsmouth........... 12 846 | 1,125 | Apprentice training-ship. 
Jamestown ...... 12 | 888 | 1,150 | Fitting for apprentice training- 
| ship. 
Saratoga .. 12 | 757 1,025 | Training-ship at Washington; 
a hulk 
Saint Louis........... | 431 830 | Receiving-ship at League Isl- | 
and, Pennsylvania. 
Saint Mary’s......... 1844 8 766 1,025 | Publie Marine School, New 
} | York. Lent to that State. 
Dale... 8 320 | 675 | Practice-ship at Naval Acad- 
| | | emy, Annapolis, Maryland. 
Pawnee ... — oe 872 | 1,650 | Store-ship at Port Royal. 
Onward..............| (*) | 3] 704] Store-ship at Callao, Peru 
RN ( , SS Sa e Mare Island, California, 


* Purchased 


XIV——s9 


RECORD—HOUSE. 1409 


These sixty 
Irposes This 
‘of the Arctic ship 





By deducting our list falls from cightv-three to sixty-nine 
nine include steam-vessels only and were intended for war | 


number must be again reduced by withdrawing the 








Rodgers, which was purchased for and sent out on the peemnanne walenton of rents 

ing lost Arcticexplorers and burned, and the names of I sur double-t d iron 
po monitors, now on the stocks in the private vards of contractors at Wi Leen inage 
ton, Chester, Philade!phia, and Mare Island, with the question of the r fate still 
undecided, namely, Amphitrite, Puritan, Terror, and Monadnock; and also the 
name of the Miantor 1, now afloat at League Island, Pennsvivania, new and 


In pertect condition and ready fi i; except that having neither t 
guns she has no excuse for going to sea. With tl 
sixty-three But if we seek our present real nav 
we must ¢ 


mtinue this dissolving view i 
ages, displacement 


irrets nor 
iis reduction our list fallsto 
ilpower for active service atsea 
1 tollowl 


r table wives the names, 











tonnage s, and present use of several steam-vessels 
of the Navy, some of which a: lh present condition for service, some of 
which can never be made so ill of which are of very doubtful value to the 
service 
= , s 
Nam ond Ny > l a CATION, ¢ wiilion, 
= s 
Franklin 1854 Bu 173 170 | Receivis pat Nor k 
Colorado IS¥) 46 3, O82 1,700) Receivine-ship at New York 
Minnesota 1855 45 3,000 4.70 | Training-ship at Newport. R.1 
Wabash IN}4 15 000 1,67  Receiving-ship at Bost 
New York 1865 21 2, 490 1,070 | A frame on the st sat New 
York; liveoak; worthy of be 
Ing finished 
lowa 1865 5 » O19 1,000 Probably wort! 
machinery ta 
oak; built at el 
very fast; did no service 
Antietam 1865 21 ~, 490 1,000 A mere hulk; at League Island 
white oak; launched in 1874 
used as store-ship and marine 
barracks; no machinery on 
board 
Michigan IS44 8 in” 685 Tron paddle-wheel lake bout at 
Eerie, Pa.; should give place to 
vessel of war to fill treaty 
rights of United States 
(| 1863 |) 
Pallapoosa and 2 60 1270 A transport used by Navy De 
(| 1874 |) partment; lately repaired; a 
sod vessel and useful to the 
f;overnment in this service 
Dispatch Pur i it) \ mere dispatch vesse] i pur 
ch'sd chased isure yacht; fast 
nd ou to the Govern 
ment iri Chis aervioe. 
Intrepid 1870 11 800 «Built for torpedo service; strong 
md able, but too slow: could 
be made useful if completed 
no torpedo machinerv on 
ird 
lt is manifest that these vessels can be of little if Iv practical sé ce in ac 
tual war, and we deduct them from our list, which reduces the navy to fifty-two 
But of this reduced number tourteen are of the ! turreted monitor class 
not suited for cruising service, and only to be relied upon for coast and harbor 
defense. They are good vessels of their class, have been rebuilt of iron, or rather 
have had their old wooden beams replaced with iron since the war, Whether 
good or bad, they are all we have inthe nature of iron-clad harbor defenders 


afloat and armed, and yet there is not one breech-loading rifle gun of any size in 
the entire fleet. They areall armed with smooth-bore gunsof large caliber, but 
of small power and short range. They did good service during the warina 
contest with an enemy which had no navy. Some of them bear the sears of 
war, and are objects of respect and veneration, but it is unsafe longer to 
rely on them as our sole defense against the powerful navies of modern times 
They are all classed as fourth-rates, and are as follows, with their guns, ton 
nage, &e 





Name 2 2 - Loeatior 

c u r= o~ 

= = o ir 

= c aa a 
Ajax 1865 9 550 City Pe fiver 
Canonicus 1864 2 0) Navy-ya n la 
Camanche....... 1865 2 105 In ordinary, Mare Island, Cal 
Catskill 1863 4 105 Citv Point 
Jason = 1863 2 405 la e Island, Pennsylvania 
Lehigh ‘a 1866) 2 106 ( Point 
Mahopace....:.. 1864 2 AO) ay 
Manhattan..... , 1864 2 0 D> 
Montauk. ....... : 1863 | 2 196 In commission, Washington 
Nahant , 1863 2 40" League Island, 
Nantucket.. 1863 2 1% Annapolis, Maryland 
Passaic.. ..... — 1862 2} 946 Rees iving-ship, Washington 
Saugus ‘ ‘ 1S64 2 eM) Laid up at Washington 
Wy: indotte. ’ 1866 2 noo In commission, Ws ashington 


We have now left to account for only 38 vessels, and in this number is to be 
found all the naval power for ocean se rvice of the United States. Weannexa 
table of these 38 vessels, their ages, tonnage, displacement, and guns, the 
service, or location, if out of active service. We give them by classes 
stand in the register 


present 
a they 
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Ocean service of the United States. 


































23 3 é | | 
3 3 & || 
Name. 2 5 g t | Kind of guns. Service. 
= S -— } 
1h Be Baa 
—~ 3 R| C) 
= = = Z | 
¥ ae 
FIRST RATE, 
Tennessee... 1863 2,840) «4,840 | 21 | 18s. b.,*3 rifle... Flag-ship, North Atlantic squadron. 
SECOND RATE, | 
Powhatan 2,182 3,980 16 | 148. b., 2rifle....... Paddle-wheel, on special duty. 
Trenton valhabiiitak 2,300, 3,800 | 11 | 11 S-inch rifle......) Out of commission at New York. 
SRNL... sinesnihinntichianionatiia SEE | 2,120 3,250 | 20 RE Lately repaired, European station. 
ESR aE 2,000 | 3,000 | 18 | 168. b., 2 rifle.....| Flag-ship, South Atlantic station, en route, 
Pensacola | 2,000 | 3,000 | 22 | 208. b., 2 rifle.....| Flag-ship, Pacific station. 
Hartford 2,000 | 2,900 | 16 |ostseeseneneeenannaneceeens — = at Boston, to have rifled 8-inch con- 
| verted, 
Richmond......... 2,000 | 2,700 | 14 | 12s, b., 2 rifle..... Flag-ship, Asiatic squadron. 
Alaska RL RR I OM | 1,122 | 2,400 | 12 | 108, b., 2 rifle...... Pacific station. 
Omaha............ wan 5 1,122 | 2,400 | 12 | 12a. b........ .. Repairing at Portsmouth, New Hampshire. 
Plymouth ...... vail ° 1,122 2,400 | 12 | 12s, b... : Do. 
I _ESSRESE SLIT LET LETTER j ¥ 1,026 | 2,220; 9] 6s8.b., Pacific station. 
Ticonderoga.............. | 1,019 | 2,220) 9] 65. b., 3riffe.....! Lately returned to New York. 
Vandalia ....... 981 | 2,080/ 8! 7s. b., 1 riffe..... North Atlantic squadron. 
Shenandoah 929 2,100 9 | «6s. b., 3 rifle... Flag-ship, South Atlantic squadron. 
Juniata ......... 828 | 1,900| 8| 78.b.,1 riffe..... Repairing at New York, nearly complete. 
Ossipee a 1B 32 te | wees Repairing at League Island. 
Quinnebaug .......... 910 1,900 | 8) 68.b.,2 rifle...... European station. 
Swatara | 910 1,90} 8| 7s.b.,1 rifle.....| Asiatic squadron. 
Marion........... | 910 | 1,900) 8 | 7s.b.,1 rifle.....) South Atlantic squadron. 
Mohican 910 | 1,900) 8| 7s.b.,1 rifle.....| Repairing at Mare Island, California. 
Iroquois 69% | 1,575 | 7| 7s.b.,1 rifle.....| Do. 
Wachusett 695 1575 | 7| 6s.b.1 rifle....| Pacific station. 
Wyoming...... 726 | 1,560) 7 | 6s.b.,1 rifle.....| Naval station, Port Royal. 
Galena. 910 | 1,900] 8] 7s.b.,1 rifle.....| European station. 
Tuscarora .. 726 | 1,560| 7)! 68.b.,1 rifle.....|) Repairing at Mare Island, California. 
Kearsarge......... | 6% | 1,550) 7] 68.b.,1 rifle...... North Atlantic station. 
Adams 615 1,375 6 5s. b., 1 rifle.....| Pacifle station. ~ 
Alliance 615 | 1,375 6) 5s.b.,1 rifle...... Lately returned from Arctic voyage. 
I ee 615 | 1,375) 6)! 5s.b.,1 rifle.....| Pacific station. 
Enterprise 615 | 1,375) 6) 5s.b.,1 rifle..... North Atlantic station. 
| | 
Nipsic 615 | 1,375 | 8 | 6s.b.,2 rifle...... European station. 
| | 
Ashuelot 7 1,370| 6| 48.b.,2 rifle...) Asiatic station. 
Monocacy TAT 1,370 | 6| 48.b.,2 rifle.....| Do. 
Alert ...... ML ,020 |) 4) 3s.b.,1 rifle... Do. 
Ranger ML | 1,020) 4) 38.b.,1 rifle...... On surveying duty in the Pacific. 
Yantic 410 900 5) 48.b.,1 rifle..... North Atlantic station. 
| 
| | 
FOURTH RATE, | } 
III is si:cis cinssncicssdsicancivaesieneonhitoenssienen adhimmnamaaleabniinicueiesrancinn: bin cicieneaataitlanasiaaaeealios 1873 SLL 1,550; 1] 1s. b., 15-inch....| In commission at Washington. 
| | 


*s.b., smooth-bore. 


It may seem useless to further point out the weakness of our Navy, buf it is 
best that the whole truth be known now, so that we who have the responsibility 
for the future peace and safety of the country upon us may have the perils and 
dangers of neglect of present duty clearly before us. A careful examination of 
the last table, in which is displayed the whole of our offensive naval power, will 
satisfy any person that many of the vessels there named are old and nearly worn 
out, slow in speed, feeble in offensive power, and utterly deficient in defensive 
power, even in the power of running away from danger, and which, when war 
comes, will only be safe behind fortifications or ey Apeapnneens harbors. 

The Powhatan wili serve as an illustration. She is our second ship in size in 
active service and is atthe head of our list of second rates. She was built in 1850— 
more than thirty years ago—and is propelled when under steam by the paddle- 
wheel, which is now seldom seen at sea, She is little more than a sailing-vessel 
with auxiliary steam power. She could not fight with the smallest vessel of our 
Navy. The little torpedo boat Alarm, with her one smooth-bore fifteen-inch gun 
and more rapid speed and her wonderful capacity of so maneuvering as always 
to keep her sharp deflective armored prow and great gun to the front, would be 
an antagonist with which the Powhatan would neversuccessfully engage. And 
if, in addition to her gun, the Alarm would bring her bow torpedo into play, in 
a contest with the Powhatan, the trial would end in a few minutes by the sink- 
ing of that first of our second-rate vessels ef war. 

The Omaha, the Plymouth, the Ossipee, and other of our vessels are now out 
of active service, awaiting destruction or repair as future necessity or policy 
shall determine, and it is extremely doubtful whether a wise economy does not 
dictate their abandonment as vessels of war. The Lancaster has lately been 
rebuilt at enormous cost, and we can not but entertain a doubt whether every 
dollar spent upon her has not been wasted. She is really a new ship, and in 
many respects better than she was at first, but she is a new ship on an old and 
outgrown model, and of but few of the qualities uired in modern 
——s vessels of war, It is often said of her that she isa fine ship in times 
of peace. 

But we have little respect for a ship of war which is only good in times of 
peace. Profound respect is — to that ship in times of or war which is 
ready for war, and such vessels, and such only, few in numbers though they may 
be perhaps, are those which this country can afford to ntain, One such ves- 
sel is worth a whole navy of obsoletes. The Hartford is undergoing the same 
process at large cost and will soon be completed, but when finished and afloat 
she will be only a new ship on an old plan, as good as before and no better. The 
progress of an age has been made—an age of startling development in war and 
the arts of naval architecture—since she was conceived and brought into being. 
When she first took the sea and proudly bore her she was the equal in 
and in offensive and defensive power of any vessel of her class in the world. 
When she achieved her victories and won glory for herself and immortal fame 
for her great commander she was but five years old and as good as any vessel 








of her class afloat. 
her time. 

Other vessels have, within a few years, been brought back from ‘ rotten row”’ 
into the service in the same way and at great cost. The process may go on in- 
definitely unless a different and wiser policy is now established. 

Had the money which hasthus been expended (and J og ne dl expended in the 
absence of authority of Congress to make wiser use of it. ange oe been applied 
to the completion and armament of our double-turreted iron-clad monitors we 
should not now be, as we confessedly are, helpless to defend our own shores and 
great commercial centers against the attack of the smallest nation of the earth, 
which may have had the courage and the wisdom to buy and to fit out a modern 
iron-clad vessel of war effectively armed. 

The double-turreted iron-clad monitor Monadnock is now on the stocks in the 
por ship-yard of Mr. Burgess, at Vallejo, California, half finished. She was 

ntended to be a defense for the city of San Francisco and the west coast. The 
money which has been expended in rebuilding obsoletes of wood since work on 
the Monadnock was suspended would have finished and armed that vessel with 
the most powerful guns of modern times, and San Francisco, the great center of 
our Pacific commerce, would be in nodanger fromanenemy. We are not proba- 
bly in danger of falling into new difficulty with Chili; but that people have just 
through a great war with Peru. They are flushed with victory. They 

may, like other nations under similar circumstances, feel able to resent supposed 
insults, and may treat gentle expostulation as intended threat. War generally 
comes without sufficient cause and with short notice. Should Chili find cause 
to make war on us she would have it all her own way from the start, and in one 
day would inflict greater injury upon our people than the cost of fifty Monad- 
nocks could repa 


She was built of wood, and so were most of the war ships of 

















Chili has three Wescpenstut ironclads in her navy, namely : 
a er Ss TS Elna 
So. ™ 
Bg | $8 | 3 | umber and deeeri 
2 a = “ umber and descrip- 
Name of vessel. 5 5 gs p 2 tion of guns. 
| 2 E £| Be | of 
|} @— | 2 5 
| & iQ A , 
Almirante Cochrane’*.................... | 4}to9 | 3,560 | 12.8 | 69inch 12}-ton guns. 
Blanco Encalada * -=| 4 to 9 3,560 | 12.8 Do. 
nak drtetbnetontndigsictcabtsbiwewess |4h tod} 1,100 | 11 2 300-pdrs., 4 40-pdrs. 
‘ek 














* Full sail-power. +Captured from Peru. 
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The United States naval force on this—the South Pacific station—consists of 
four unarmored wooden vessels, namely, Pensacola (flag-ship), Alaska, Lacka- 
wanna,and Adams. The Pensacola can make 8 knots per hour; the Alaska, 11 
knots; the Lackawanna, 8 knots; and the Adams 11 knots. Not one of these 
vessels could eijher overtake or run away from the Almirante Cochrane or the 
Blanco Encaladiu. The entire squadron is not of sufficient force to compete suc- 
cessfully with even one of these two ironclads, and not of sufficient speed to 
avoid a hopeless conflict. 

It is manifest that in a conflict with this small nation the United States would 
be helpless to resist the first attack, the most important thing to do in war al 
wavs, and Chili could levy tribute on the city of San Francisco or seal up the 
Goiden Gate as with an iron wall. 

GUNS. 

It is notin ships alone that we are weak. The guns on the single-turreted 
monitors are all smooth-bore muzzle-loaders. There are in the armament of 
the thirty-eight cruising vessels shown in the table three hundred and eighty- 
six guns of all classes. 

We may not be entirely accurate in this statement, and we have again to re- 
gret the absence of official information in the course of preparation. But it is 
manifest that our Navy is sadly deficient in guns and that we have not one high- 
power long-range rifled breech-loading cannon afloat in the Navy, and it may 
as well be said here that we have not one to put afloat. 

It is perhaps not to be regretted that we have not spent large sums of money 
in the manufacture of guns since the close of the war, for we have doubtless 
escaped many expensive blunders thereby. The time has not been wholly lost. 
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Our manufactures have been developed during that period to a degree quite ul 
precedented im our own history At the close of our warthere was not a pound 
of steel made in this country fit for the fabrication of cannon, To-day our man 
ufacturers can produce steel of the best quality for that purpose in very large 
quantities, and with their present plant can supply over 150,000 tons a vear for 
that purpose, besides s lving the present demand for steel for all« 
poses The steel mack his country is Detter than thet made in 1 
six months’ time, if we were called upon for it, we could furnish a 
which the gun-makers of the world could use 

Such is the Navy of the United States 

The defense of our harbors and the great centers of our commerce is found in 
fourteen light-draught monitors armed with twenty-eight smooth-bore muzzle 
loading guns, and one experimental torpedo-boat with one gun 

Our naval power on the ocean is represented by thirty-eight cruising vessels of 
all classes, carrying three hundred and tifty-seven guns of all calibers none of 
which are of power or high breech-loaders, and only sixty-two of which are rifled 

In order toenable this Wouse and the country to compare our Navy with the 
navies of other countries we here insert tables of the English navy compiled 
from official records at the Navy Department and a few leaves from a pamphiet 
lately prepared at the Navy Department The pamphlet does not pretend to 
absolute accuracy, but is probably sufficiently accurate for all practical purposes 
and for mere comparison. The contrast may be humiliating, but it will prove 


useful and result to our advantage 


ARMORED VESSELS 


Showing their class, displacement, draught, and maximuin speed 
\ . { 


Compiled from official 


GREAT I 


Vessel 


Name. 


Material 


| 
| 


RI es cisisinitdssenccevay oenngoenounasyees Partly steel.. 
.| Ire 


Dreadnought .. 
Thunder........... 
Devastation 
Agamemnon ...... 
Ajax 
Monarch 
Neptune. 
Colossus. 
Majestic ..... 
Conqueror 
Collingwood . 
Alexandria 
Teméraire 
Sultan 
Hercule 
Bellerophon. 
Swiftsure ..... 
Triumph .. 
Audacious 
Invincible... 
Iron Duke 
Penelope.. 
Superb..... 
Shannon .. 
Nelson .... 
Northampton 
Belleisle....... : 
Orion. 
Agincourt 
ee 
Northumberland. 
Achilles. 
Warrior.. 
Black Prine 























Steel and iron ... 
DOU covscccnsecece 
































.do. 
do. 
do. 











Lord Warden 
Repuise.. cunt EE Saeco 
EERIE ES Steel ......... saipediwaeecees 

















Ay mored harbor-de fense, 


Glatton ... 
Hotspur ...... 
Rupert ........ — 
Prince Albert 
Cyclops ... 
Ciorgon.. 
Ilecate 
Hydra.. 
Scorpion . 
Wivern 
Viper.... os 
Vixen ..... = 
Abyssinia .... 
Magdala ............. 
Cerberus 




























TPOM «ccs a TSE 











a Estim 


We here take leave of this branch of the subject with: rthercomment; ay 
gument would seem to be quite out of place 
reports of steam trials 
SRITAIN 
Displacement and 
draught on trial t 
(las« == = 5 ye 
es Ke 2 
= ss = 
= r 
Fi I Knots 
Turret ship S483 O 515 g 0 14.74 
ao ST a 10 “4 6 14.52 
do 6, 272 Oo 100 ” 13.40 
do 6, 052 oO. 700 " ¢ Its 
do 16,000 S400 too rl3.00 
do 6.000 s 4) 4 O alt.oe 
do 7 Mae 8,070 » 4 14.9 
do 7,903 oO, 170 5) 14.21 
do a6, 000 oO 150 a 11.00 
do ag. O00 O10 ”"% 3 aldo 
do alow 6,200 io 13.00 
Barbette ship 17,000 O.150 6) 
Broadside ship 8,615 9, 452 mal) 14. 
Barbette towers 7 516 S571 7 4 1405 
Broadside ship 8,778 &, 723 610 14.20 
8 & 520 8. 676 mf 14.69 
do 6,312 7. 369 & 8 14.05 
do 4. 832 6, 537 Y 13. 70 
do » 156 6,552 2 68 11.16 
do ed | 6.170 re ay 12.82 
do 1,832 », HO 1 6 11.0 
do 1.70 , 5G3 OL 6 13.85 
do +7 1,865 17 43 12. 76 
do 41,451 = OD “ oO 13. 78 
Belted cruiser 0 » 00 23 4 12.35 
do 6,645 7,473 2 1 14.05 
do 6,078 7.692 5 3 13.17 
Broadside ship » 200) 1,738 l ) 12.20 
do o 3 > OTO "10 11.44 
do 5. O17 10. 230 ”% 6 E73 
do 6,702 10, 230 2610 14.41 
2.0 6.558 10.548 97 Y 14.13 
do 1,975 oO 954 zi CU} 13.78 
do 5 0 251 4a. 14.07 
do n 4 300 on 13. 60 
do § 6,455 wy ON as 
do } 6.485 25 6 | i | 
do 2 4 6.300 “11 ll. 40 
do _ 6,077 "1 11. 23 
do 6, 7,839 o7 Y 1.49 
do se 6.010 > 10 1 - 
Torpedo and ram ad. O40 4) 117.00 
Turret 2, 868 1,4") 19 12.10 
Turret and ram 8 ANT }, GSO m 2 12. 65 
~ a 2 41.6355 >. 152 > Ww 13.59 
.| Turret... . 2,121 3, BOY 1 00 11.26 
do 1, 660 100 Ib 5 11.02 
do 1.669 11 16 0 Bi 5 
do 1, 755 3, O59 ID 6 10. 8&9 
sadincind do 1,474 3, 142 I §8 11.20 
do 1,455 2, 650 16 4 10.51 
do... . 1,446 2, 602 16 1 10,05 
Gunboat 696 1,180 11 10 9. 58 
do. 658 1,189 11 it 0. 06 
Turret 949 2,816 14 8 9.59 
snag ; do 1, 436 2, 997 14 8 10. 66 
do 1,369 2,920 14 2} 9.75 


ated 








1412 


Name and class of vesse). 


Sea-going cruisers 


\dmiral Duperré 
Devastation 
Poudroyant 
Redoubtable 
Friedland 
Richelieu 
Prident 
Colbert . 
Amiral Baudin 
Pormidable 
Dugrueselin 
Bayard 

Purenne 

Vauban 
Criomphante 
Victorieuse 

ia Gallisoniére 
Pwo others, not ni 
Sulfren 

Ocean 

Marengo 
Solferine 
hiandre 

Cinulorse 

(ruyennme 
Magrnanime 
Provenes 
Revanechy 

™aAVvotle 
Surveillante 
Valeureuse 

Gloire 

Heroine 
Couronne 

Alina 

A\rmide 

Atalante 
Belliqueuse 
Jeanne d’ Are 
Montcalm 





med, 


Reine Blanche 

Thetis anes: i 
Seven coast de fende rs, Ist class.. one 
lhree coast defenders, 2d class... 


Five coast defenders, 3d class 6 te 


Kaiser 
Deutschland 
Sachsen 
Baiern 
Wirtemburg 
Baden 
Preussen 
Friedrich der Grosse 
Konig Wilhelm . 
Pring Friedrich Karl 
Kronprinz 
Hansa 
Arminius..... 
Prinz Adalbert 
Chamileon 
Wespe 

Viper 

Mucke 

Biene 
Scorpion 
Basilisk ......... 
Ht. J. Ko and L 








Tegethoff 
Custozza 
Lissa 
Erzherhog 
Kaiser 
Don Juan ad’ Austria . 


Albrecht... 








Kaiser Max 
Pring Eugen...... 
Erzherhog F ‘erdinand Max.. 
Habsburg. ities 
Salamander 






Thickness of ar- 
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mor, in inches 


10 
10 
10 
10 
1 
10 


ats 


LEDER DD me mang: 


SD iiccvkstisesien 

c. - IIIT tots Ua Gui shisinsiaebihadiatinulttelens iecineileneatic 
f 

; t 





Vessel. 


~ 
¥ 
Q 
4 
r 
— 


tons. 

















* All breech-loading rifles. 
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ARMORED VESSELS—Continued. 























FRANCE. 
s/h 
e & 
© & } 
aan Armament: Number and description of guns.” } Remarks. 
+P | 
Wee 
Er | 
r. 
14.5 14 13)-inch and 14 5}-ineh......................... Iron and steel, ram, ship-rigged. 
sahil 4 12}-inch, 4 10}-inch, and 8 5}-inch. Do. 
iiseaaid | SSR HE penauieea Do. 
14 | 8 L0j-inch and 6 5}-inch Do. 
14 8 10}-inch and 8 5j-inch... Iron ram, full sail-power. 
13 6 10)-inch, r 5}-inch, and 5 9l-ineh sulbnstinneinbassinsesenaabegvdaebe Do. 
14.5  810)-inch, 45) j-inch, TS ee Do. 
lf 8 10}-inch. 6 5{-inch. and 1 9}-inch «| Do. 
3 100-ton guns. | Building. 
Rin. | PARES ER EO Ree ee Re Do. 
lt 4 9)-ineh, 17 Iron and steel, ram, full sail-power, 
=e ! cressccoesssevsescesee] F'Ull sail-power. 
Do. 
renin ueiehehihigunincicibarenmitaietes Do. 
13 7i-inch, ‘and OOS Sa ae Px Do 
13 6 9}-ine h, 17}-ineh, and 6 5}-inch... id Do. 
13 EE ES at 





3 410}-inch and 4 9}-inch.. Wood hull, ram, full sail-power. 
3 410)-inch and 4 7j-inch.. Do. 
Za ae do SSE AE ESE EE ET Do. 
EES SRE BE a a Do. 
NL Ee eects Do. 
seeeceoess Do 
Do. 
ERS Do 
wits Do 
Do 
Se LS ae Do. 
Do. 







8 12-ton and 4 
2 12-ton and 10 


j-ton.. 





Iron hull, ram, full sail-power, 








do. 
Wooden hull, full sail-power 





Ne ee ee 






















8 BR encctntereesnnitoregnes 
Te Ce NT do do. 
8 do Do. 
s do, Do 
er NR ER ee Do 
. 5 IROL RE ie SEE EOS EMT Pei ne ks aan ae Do. 
s TSS ESET ALT Do 
8 a “Sa EN ELI ee Do. 
l 2 12) -inch and 4 43 -inch.. Iron and steel, 3 now built. 
lo 2 10}-ineh and 43-inch... TIE Iron and steel. 
11.3 | ) 
to 1 or 2 9}-inch.. Single revolving turret. 
13 
GERMANY.+ 
14.5  810}-inch and 1 8}-inech honed = eon Ram bow, full sail-power. 
7 7 f Samer do all ia on edema sabe toaadue teheubbieedoansmwaawns Do. 
14 610} -inch guns ee eevee, Ram bow, brig-rigged 
14 Aa BN ESI vaveiecessevccovssecesnsccaresoceesseccsan ; Do. 
4 Do. 
naesens Do. 
14 Turret ship, bark-rigged. 
14 . Do. 
14.7 | 18 9}-ine *h and 5 8}-ineh guns .. Broadside ship, full sail-power. 
ae 5 eNO «ic ccencsvenivasvedevedseqrace 0. 
OS 9 a ss : Do. 
12 Ss} -inch guns Corvette, full sail power. 
10.5 | 48}-inchguns.. Coast defender, local service 
9.5 | 18)}-inch gun and 2 6.7-inch... 0. 
0 136-ton (12-inch) gun...... Coast defender 
” aaa Do. 
” Do. 
9 Do. 
” Do. 
9 Do. 
9 Do. 
Y Do. 
AUSTRIA. ° 
14 6 Ll-inch Krupp... Line-of-battle cruiser, bark-rigged. 
14 8 10-inch Krupp... Line-of-battle cruiser, ship-rigged. 
13 | 12 9}-inch Krupp.. Do. 
13 8 10-inch Krupp ... Do. 
12 | 10%inch Armstrong Do. 
a en IIIIID, wscnincrececicususnciprsomussasinerscescseuneebennens Line-of-battle cruiser, ram, ship- 
rigged. 
Bh sid dal iclsithcivauhrdissdpaiiatiatde/ohehucinestaagiiitadadlalepasinatnsiinbibisadinn vee Do. 
SS @ Woaer I ied dibtichhunabianinnavounan Do. 
10.3 | 148.27-inch Krupp Line-of-battle cruiser, ship-rigged. 
Ss fer ___ ILS Do. 
7 10 7-ineh Armstrong .. ... Ordinary station service, ship-rigged. 
5.6 | 25.%inch Krupp......... | River monitor. 
iG) hiccomnd casi bactapahchionscinib hi deckaianipsevebienenabiieaaiaceneplaneeaniibiieiede genio’ Do. 








~ } Krupp. [All rifled. ee! 2 

















ee oe 





2S 


e 


hae 


1% 


ao 
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Name of vesse). 


Thickness of ar- 


Peter the Great .. 















































































































ARMORED VESSELS 


RUSSIA 


Continued 


Vessel. 


Armament: Number and description of guns.* 


mor, in inches. 





Maximum speed, 
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Remarks 


14 9,510 13 4 12-inch 40-ton guns 
Knaz Minin........ 12 8, 800 13 4 11-inch 28-ton guns Sadisiesanifi Full sail-powe 
Duke of Edenburgh. 6 4,438 13 48-inch and 26-inch guns.......... ac Do 
General Admiral 6 4,438 13 Si! VR See ; Do 
Sevastopol . 4} 6, 200 Il 16 &-inch 9ton guns...... ssiadoad Do 
Petropavlavski 4} 6, 200 ll 290 8-inch 9-ton guns Wooden ram bow, full sail- 
Pp wer 
Knaz Pojarski............. 4} ll 10 S-inch 9-ton guns : Tron hull, ram bow, full sail-power 
Admiral Lazareff . 5-6 10 6%inch 14}-ton guns 
Admiral Gruig........ 51-6 10 3 Ll-inch 27}-ton guns 
Admiral Tehitchagaff. 6 10 2 11-inch 27}-ton guns 
Admiral Spinidaff. 6 10 ....40 
Pervenetz. 4} 4 26 inch guns Full sail-power 
Ne-tron-meiia .... {} 3: i) 16 Sineh guns ' Do 
Krem! 6 3,: 9 26 8-ineh guns Do 
Auragan 1} 1,8 6.7 2%ineh 14}-ton guns Single-turret vessel, monitor 
Tiphon. 4} :. 6.7 do : Do 
Latnik 4} 1 6.7 do Do 
Lava..... 1} 1, 6.7 do Do 
Vetchoun. 4} x 6.7 do Do 
Kaldoun. 4} X 6.7 do Do 
Streletz 1} 1,555 6.7 do Do 
Edenorag .... 4} 1,555 6.7 do Do 
Bronenosetz. 4} 1,555 6.7 do Deo 
Sees 4} 1555 6.7 do Do 
Smertch. 4} 1, 380 ik 49-inch I4!-ton guns Double turrets, monitor 
Tcharageik 5 185 ll 4 Ll-inch 27)-ton guns Do 
Rousalka.. 5 1, 11 do ave Do 
NOVZOFO.......06.00008 11 - 7 2 1l-ineh 27}-ton guns Circular, monitor 
Vice-Admiral Popoff 18 9 2 12-inch 40-ton guns Do 
HOLLAND.4 
Koning der Nederlanden..................... 8 5, 201 4 ll-inch Armstrong and 44j-inch Krupp »w, for general service, ship 
rigged 
Prins Hendrik der Nederlanden i} 12 19-inch Armstrong ; : ; . Do 
Guinea .. 6 12 29-inch Armstrong . F : Ram bow, coast defender, brig-rigged 
Buffel .... 6 12.4 do ows Do 
Schorpioen.. 6 12.8 do ; Do 
Stier 5 12.4 do Do 
Cerberus ...... 8 do Do 
Bloedhond ~ do a Do 
Heiligerlee... 8 do Ik 
Krokodil... 5 8 do ’ - Do 
Tijger ay 9! do . Do 
Adder 5} 77 do Saaidulanens Do 
Haai .... 5h 7 ..do ; ; Do 
Hyena .... 5h 73 do Do 
Panther ... hh 7 do ay 
5} 73 do By 
54 7 L Il-inch Krupp ; Do 
4 7 2 1l-inch Krupp Do 
5 7i Oo 4 Do 
Vahalis . 4} None i parsieiiat : I ramming bridges 
I cceninblikciaavidusteabennencsnpuecnciaxsweneies 4} 2 60-pounders Gunboat 
“ts so 5 73 2 4}-inch Krupp For river service 
Mosa ... 5 7} do : Do 
Isala.. 5 73 DD a cin Do 
Merva.... 5 7] do Do 
The unarmored fleet of Holland is composed of 1 frigate, 31 corvettes, 31 small gunboats, 13 side-wheel steamers, and 16 torpedo-boats 
rURKEY 
I a iiicnsiiconciiinevnnbendievsscnensibabs 12 8,994 13.74 | 12 18-ton and 36 Ram bow, ship-rigged 
Noosretiyeh.. weniba tate 10 7,900 13 10 12-tomand 26 Do 
ee ‘ 5} 6,400 12 1 12-ton and 15 6}-ton guns Ram bow, bark-rigged 
Osmaniyeh 5h 6, 400 12 do ‘ Do 
Orkaniyeh 5h 6, 400 12 do Do 
Marmondiyeh. 5} 6, 400 12 do Do 
Assar-i-teviik... 8 5, O87 12 8 12-ton guns Full sail-powe 
Feth-i-Bulend 9 2,7 14 4 12-ton guns ‘ Do 
Mookademi Khain 9 14 do Do 
Avni Illah..... 6 12 eee Ram bow, full sail-powe 
Moovini Zaffer 6 13 do Do 
Idjlaliyeh ... ll 2 12-ton guns and 2 6}-ton Full sail-power 
EEE TEI 11.5 | 59ton guns Do 
Assar-i-shef ket... 2,3 11 do 1) 
Hafiz-i-Rahman | 2, 300 12 2 9-ton guns and 2 4-ton 
Hizber 7 2 80-pounders M t 
~ do .. River it 
Semendriyeh s a ae 1) 
SE RRR RR eee | : elo ID) 
Turkey has an unarmored fleet of 1 ship of the line, 5 frigates, 7 corvettes, 14 gunboats, and 44 transports and smaller vesse 
JAPAN.{ 
a as 9 3. 718 13 115)-ton and 25}-ton (Krupp Iron hull, full sail power 
Kon-go. 4} 2, 200 14 25j}-ton and 6 4-ton (Krupp Composite hull, full sail-power 
Hi-yei. 4} 14 oe SESS 7 S ; Do 
Rin-j¢ 1 2, 300 6 27l-cwt. and 8 55}-ewt. (Vavasseur - Wooden hull, full sail-power 
| Se EE 3 1,308 i) 12 L-ewt., 2 W-cwt, and 1 43-cwt Armstrong Iron ram (Stonewall 


Krupp + All rifled 


t Breech-loading rifles 
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ARMORED VESSELS—Continued. 















ITALY. 
Vesse] 
ia ~ st 
ee =e y x 
c "5 = a Armament: Numberand description of guns,* 
Name of Vessel "a oO, ao an ’ — s Remarks. 

pe &¢ ES 

ge a> | EMs 

=e = MeO 

S65 z 55 } 

m =) a 

| 
Italia REREAD eee Bl! | IKKE RRA 4 100-ton guns and 18 smaller ones | Building. 
Lepanto asim . ° Do. 
Duilio 21.65 5 Estimated cost, $3,500,000. 
Dandolo 2L. 5 5 Do. 
Principe Amadeo 6 | 5,780 |...............| 1 23-¢om amd 6 18-Com WUMG.......0...cccccccccoccceess | Wooden hull; line-of-battle cruiser, 
full sail-power. 

Palestro 6 10 ‘ SERIES ee BP AIT SSS Se Ne ee Do. 
Roma 6 eee | 1$-ton and 2 12-ton guns ...... a Do. 
a S T° MIT Ricdictuemebeciaenbedi (ADAG eS etc tae EE a as aes a Do. 
Castelfidardse 4j 13 Ta Full sail-power. 
San Martino : ‘ 4} 13 pbedseeenenneanbensdniaananiiiane “a do. 
Maria Pia 4) 13 Do. 
Ancona 4} 13 seseneed Tl ctticenisicdinesieadl - Do. 
A ffondatore ae ae eee Sua in cninte etnannencenininsemensgebepigiindicernedanentavenbavenid Coast defender, full sail- -power 
Conte Verde 4) .weee| 612-ton guns and 1 9ton gun . eine Full sail-power. 
Varese | 10 5 IIIS vochitereunvocsdiawenpensien an Do, 
Terribile 4) 10 30 6})-ton guns. 
Formidabil 4) 10 senteaillioes 





Phe unarmored fleet of Italy is composed of 

























3 frigates, 7 corvettes, 20 gunboats, 10 dispate hy vessels, 7 screw transports, ‘and a number rof smaller vessels, 





SPAIN.+ 
" sodieialasdinmtiamenaniions ee ne oe 
Numancia 5 7,053 18 6 18-ton, 3 Mton, and 16 7-tom............ eee e eee Broadside battery, ram bow, ship-rig- 
ged. 

Vittoria 5 7, 000 i 4 12-ton, 3 9-ton, and 123 7-t00..................000.sesescseneseeseneene Full sail-power 
Saragossa 4} > Sicceiaalintdiaaaatibioanl 4 11-inch, 2 8}-inch, and 14 7}-inch Do. 
Arapiles : 4} ieee pune 2 18-ton, 5 9-ton, and 10 7-ton.. Do. 
Mendez Nunez . paneces e nial 4%inch — 8-inch........ alinenennonrsnnntie Do. 
Sagunto vane 6 6, 300 2 18-ton, 5 9ton, and 10 7-ton Do. 
Aragon , S| 3, 650 |...... Being built. 
Castilla . eecoscossess Ss! 3, 650 0. 
Navarra. , 8} 3, 650 Do 
Duque de Tetuan — 4 oe ‘i 
Puigserda cisleaaiabee 4 ____y ESR Monitor. 

This country has a small unarmored fleet of large size vessels, but many small gunboats for the defense of her colonies—in all 9 frigates, 20 corvettes, and 57 
gunboats 


DENMARK.* 


Helgoland 12 5, 265 ceseseeeee) L 12-inch, 4 10}-inch, and 5 5-inch........... 
(odin s 3,036 eC ee A Sore eee 
Danmark 4) 4, 664 8.1 12 8-inch and 12 6-inch. 

Peder Skram 4} 3, 321 11 6 ®inch and 12 6-inch 

dijorm s 2,308 13.2 IE CO 
Lendermen 5} 2. O14 12 29%-inch.. 

Rolfe Krake 4) 1,323 7.8 38-inch 


| 
rhe unarmored fleet consists of 3 frigates, 9 corvettes, and 12 gunboats 


NARMORED VESSELS. 
GREAT BRITAIN, 


Vessel 


Name Sic 


Material | Class. 


Shah 
Inconstant 
Raleigh 
Boadicea 
BRacchante 
Euryalus 
Rover 
Volage 
Active 
Iris 
Mercury 





Cleopatra 

Carysfort 

Champion 

Comus 5 “ SII. ose epiarsn tte bilan toneindenatosibmlsaronaiabatntomniants 

Conquest ae : do. 

Curagoa — , iD enaltandahnebpeineeenimininaeriinmesgnentn : 

Constance do | Twin screw corvette. 
Cordelia ; TD nacacitannninienintainintintzenseenniinats : i Corvette 

Canada Pe TE actnentdesedebadheiakahentcianiuebmedlian do 

Opal COMPOSILE..............-.crerereeersecevecereseerccssesercrecsscensenseecees leseeees ED ccamascccrseunves 
Tourmaline , nD cneepignecrsnnnbstnnneiannneenennengnel do 

Turquoise innaan do. ENS SRS o sahintiiie senindaniisiaaieini .do 

Garnet earn TD assumes AS ee ae, enSE SS do 


* Breech-loading rifles + Krupp 


a Estimated. 









Maximum indicated 
horse-power. 





Do. 
Corvette, full sail-power. 


Broadside, full sail-power. 
shes 1 full sail-power. 


| Displacement and 


draught on trial. 


| Displace- 
ment 


| 

} 
= | 
= 


e 
E 
25 7h 
2 7 
23 2 
24 
22 0 
23 «6 
22 7 
21 6 
21 33 
20 6 
2 6 
17 0 
19 0 
18 10} 
19 3 
17 0 
17 0 
2 9 
18 6 
48 6 
19 0 
18 10 
19 2 
18 2 


| Maximum speed. 
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UNARMORED VESSELS—Continued 


GREAT BRITAIN 




















































































Vessel = Displacement and <a 
= draught on trial cf 
= y 
Name. pt! es 
=F = = 
Material Class ES : = 
y= = a 
= S S 
> QO rv. 
Ft. 1 Knots 
AMID <cnnctanhcenénkovécvescccoessccsssansseh, SPUNEEND excresccunsestconsasostasecees iad Corvette 2 170 623 16 3 NT 
‘ ° do 1,833 2,126 Is 10 12, 28 
Deacserseesccsesssessesssecesesesersenserel enseeesss lO seseeseereeseecsnenesenees oe Sloop of war ’ 1, 056 sou) lf ¢ 12. 24 
Penguin... dao. 719 973 nm Oo 10.20 
RII cctnniniceisinisnesocseecesvesenousene do 1,128 | 14 4 111.00 
Cormorant. do 1 1,1 > 4 11.31 
Pegasus..... do v72 1,1 Is 10 11.4 
Kingfisher . - do O00 1, 130 In o 11.0 
 acencictstnseacsneses naa do TOT 1.04 ib ¢ 10.35 
Miranda........ cuba Adensendnenésukadabann do 1.020 SN4 “467 11.00 
Osprey do O46 O80 nb ¢ 11.38 
Mutine do TSH 1, 200 14 ) Os 
Dragon do 1,006 1,142 Ib Ss 11.52 
il lia aiden te cided pence CE. eeunseweaseccansepvesrvessernucess ‘ do 1.107 1. 10 15 10 LAS 
Espiegle . do 900 1,137 Ib 9 11.00 
Daring .... do 915 6 1 10.63 
BADDOOG...ccverovsocccrcrecccescovccaccocesscssees do RS4 981 soo 10.59 
Flying Fish... do R36 O25 14 1 10.5 
Egeria .... do 1,011 O19 4 0 11,30 
Albatross do S38 918 460 15 
Reha sk  cucemnanantienscieuenssl ° do O75 o419 14 oO 11.00 
FRANCI 
Vessel 
= Tv 
Name of vessel & ay Remarks 
Sa 53 Armament: Number and description of guns.* 
ss Bade: 
= es 
om Gan 
= = 
= Cf 
Sea cruisers, 
Duquesne Sanicig nab 5, 350 15.9 | 7 7j-ineh and 14 5j-ineh guns Frigate, iron, ram, ship-rigged 
Tourville 5, 390 16.9 do SOR Do 
Iphigénie janeveien 
Naide bee eabieicaaee acibaeeniiadions 
I i. ras snctnaiienantebiheeweeers 15 5 7j-inch and 5 5}-inech guns Iron corvette, ram, bark-rigwed 
Villars 15 6 6}-inch and 9 5)-inch guns Wooden hull, ram, ship-rigged 
Forfait 14.5 do Do 
Magon .. 14.5 do Do 
Roland ..... 14.5 do Do 
La Pérouse 15 do Iron hull, ram, ship-rigged 
I sac ciats conten cngthighenbpaiiaésusiedadnunsnas 14.5 do © 
TET seattineng si duimipaniaitinnivensuiceh~s 14.5 do De 
ae el a 14.5 .do.. ; Do 
One not named,. . Building 
SS EE a ee 14.4 16)-inch and 9 5}-inch guns Second-claiss corvette, full sail-power 
Dupetit-Thouars ...............cccccceeceeeeees 14.4 eo Do 
SET ik nneuldlidduisduncasdncccactidiabebqiacessuuibeibyenesesaebennes 14.4 do. : Do 
La Clocheterie .. 14.4 do.. ae Do 
Seignelay 14.4 a se Do 
Rigault de Genouilly 15 85}-inch guns Wooden hull, ram bow ill sail 
’ power 
Eclaireur ............... sSeaniotnal sieiaen Wishalocbcadlabadneanipeliete 1,6 15 —— ee es Do 
Beautempes-Beaupr ..............cc0cssssesecccccenecseres 1,é 12.3 | 1 6}-inch and 5 5j-inch guns Old type 
Duchaffant 1 12.3 ..do.. Do 
Hugon ........ * 12.3 o.. ’ - Do 
Leguelen ..... 1,2 J a “Ss Do 
SE EE ee 7 12 45}-inch guns Gun-boat, ram bow, wooden hull, 
full sail-power 
III: 5... soececnsccbivbebosedebinacenaniwenniies , 781 12 lo Do 
EE bx seenscecxsessee ; 78 12 do ‘ Do 
Hussard 781 12 ..do.. Do 
Lancier ..... : 781 12 a oe ei Do 
8 EEE E27 CE 781 a ee do.. Do 
Voltigeur 781 12 do. ; Do 
Boursaint 781 12 acdisscass Do 
Bouvet 7s 12 ..do.. Do 
Fight transports .. 1,571 10 do Bark-rigged 
Six gun vessels..... 454 9.7 | 1 7j-inch and 2 4}-inch guns Composite vessels, three-masted 
In adition to the above there are 57 gunboats similar in construction to La Bourdonnais 
The French general service fleet consists of 9 ships of the line, 6 frigates, 10 corvettes, 21 sloops of war, 11 gunboats, 42 transports, and a number of smaller 
vessels. 
TAPAN.* 
I sists csvenice ibilinienneesanen 1,695 8 14 guns ‘ Seres rvette, full sail-power 
le cis wcigdnagunseneatoneoe 1,015 12 6 guns Paddle corvette 
Kai-mow 1,490 12 9 Krupp guns Screw corvette, full sail-power 
Tenrin...... 1,490 12 do ; Do 
Amagi ... a adn pena nmiintinsitiente 1,000 il 5 Krupp guns Gunboat, bark-rigged 
a eae ‘ . SUH ll do . Do 
SIS Siewattipsnnssinehdenstacseeseentioes pecans ; 600 10.8 3 Krupp guns Do 


Five additional gunboats 


* Ail breech-loading rifles 1 Estimated 
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GERMANY. 
Vessel. 
— > he ; 
om 3 Es j 
’ < 4 | 
Name of vessel. Ss D » Armament: Number and description of guns. Remarks. 
a % § 3 (Krupp. 
g= 0 Bae 
$ | dss | 
a _ 
leipzig : . 3, 863 4 MIE, ain cnisstsicenscinsneconenonensanasecnnacsscignidenimbeninne’ Iron corvette, double decked, full 
| gsail-power. 
Sedan siabesnmncebenene Jemmnnes 3, 863 l4 seni 26x vacupueeeseinsnanmnetntaimesetacibineuetnniiienaennenninapaepiniie Do. 
IIE, xs scsscrnpoveevnsenredoreneoepinentivresivesesenberiap teen 2, 460 5 16 6.7-inch guns.. Do. 
Blacher 2, 460 15 . Do. 
Stosch 460 15 Do. 
Moltke nists iiniaitlebiaiale Re ee ee ee 2, 460 15 Do. 
Greisenau and Stein................0...00. PSEMIGR: 2, 856 In process of construction. 
Hohenzollern ......... 1,697 a, See Iron dispatch vessel, brig-rigged. 
SRI TID ineinsiatebsnaniiubdbeuialisiidanmmonninbansihid poeenecasowstlsainsennmn 7 ina ahhediaaeiabiapcunesnsesaunl Building, brig-rigged. 
Kyklop : SRS ip 412 5 Tees Gunboat, 
Otler Shdssiitemanslmnaniisinetaneest savewnti 129 8 3 guns....... Do. 
Walf.. sicubdinane ae _ 4} Sale 4 guns ...... Do. 
Hydne and itis sdeaaadpmsihaatiabnnviuswesaeh eke _, | eee See | eee 


a | Building. 
Six vessels, now building 





power. 


Germany has a general-service fleet of 26 corvettes and gunboats. 
RUSSIA. 


Europe , 3,000 | 


ssllemeteileleagp iene uh irene teed sala neil calla ilatass titans ...| Single<lecked corvettes, 


full sail 


3, 13.5 | 36-inch and 6 4-inch gun................ceceeceeeeeeeeeeeees American built; speed given wa 
continuous, Full sail-power 
Asia 2,650 BO 1 GR WN F Oe I oo ciesiave vcseccnesoseccccsoccsvosssnesvece Do. 
Africa PT ER 2,580 12.5 | 36-inch and 6 4-inch guns.. Do. 
Zabiaca sanoneiacvedeunie alah oabanegubitean 1,200 4 26-inch and 4 4-inch guns.. wa Do. 
Kreuzer .. ouisien CERES SES : 1,334 13 36-inch and 4 4-inch guns.. .., Russian built cruiser, full sail-power 
Djigit soseup guudoneviensubnnepeneie 1,384 13 silaeealll Wicianinntiideltaitunisncieiitiniae an Do. 
Rasbojnik salaitnotein 1,3 13 aan hcoesiiicnaies ms. Do. 
Najezdnik , cpveesnsenesenanene 1,334 | ee oon Do. 
Strelok ; seehnabitihdiditueiiiaamatebads e ae 36-inch and 2 4-inch guns. nn Do, 
Plastounc 1,334 TN Nee ERIN ren RR LRT, PTT RSAC aE ee | Do. 


Russia has a weneral service fleet of 2 frigates, 18 corvettes, and 56 gunboats. 
With this humiliating condition of our Navy, as compared with that 


of other powers of the earth, staring us in the face, with the conscious- 
ness of our utter weakness and inability to defend and protect our flag, 


| 
| 


la | 
our commerce, our extended coast line, our citizens, or our country when } 3 
assailed by the smallest naval power of Europe, or even by Chili, and ao | 
when we remember that we have in our country more than 50,000,000 Designation. pe 
of inhabitants; that we have the grandest country in resources, devel- 126!) « 
oped and undeveloped; that we have a Treasury overflowing with gold & ye ae 
and silver and currency; that we have such an enormous national in- s | 2 
come that wiseacres, business men, and statesmen are eagerly seeking 


| 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
j 


some means of reducing it, can any gentleman stand in his place and 
say that the appropriation for building and completing new vessels of | Rear-ddmiralls ..............0:cseescceeeeeeeeees 11 | $6,000 | 
war is sufficient or adequate to the demands or needs of the country, or 

can any one defend the *‘ retrenchment and reform,’’ misnamed econ- 


“ - pep a cece 8 | 5,000 
omy, attempted by the committee in the proposed appropriation for the 
building and repairing of new ships? : , | os! s.c00 
I think we ought to have an efficient Navy. The Naval Committee, ners penta a eccamaare oe Namen mon ara 
of which I am a member, are of the unanimous opinion that we ought 
to have a better, larger, and more efficient Navy, and the country de- | Captaims............c.--ssesssesesnessssssnsnesseee 48 | 4,500 | 
mands of us, while we haveaplethoric Treasury, that we rebuild our Navy. 
When we contemplate the official personnel of our Navy, as it is pre- | Commanders .........-..e:cecsesseseerseeneeneseees 9 | 3,500 | 


sented to us by this bill, the first natural inquiry of the mind is, ‘‘ What a ialiedienaliaceeedaitilinint | 
does it cost to keep this large army of oflicers of high and low rank, | ~* -_ : 




















what duties have they to perform in time of profound peace, and where | First four years.........00cseen| 80 | 2,800 
and how are they employed ?’’ 
This bill discloses the faet that it costs the country $3,939,400 for the a ae aI ian snsssinnintamionane | g0| 3,000 | 
pay and emoluments of the official active-list of the Navy alone, and | __ | 
that the pay and allowances of the retired-list amounts to $703,180— | Lieutenants: | 
$4,642,580 for the salaries of officers alone. 7 First five Years ......c0cccsscccsssssessesereseeeeee| 280 | 2, 400 
The tollowing table, which I have prepared with some care, and which 
yet may contain some errors, shows the number of officers of the dif- aenieiiiiieietiats eno | 20 
ferent grades with their individual and collective annual compensation: eae i raamamaeataanaaa | i 
Annual collective pay of officers. Masters : | 
ome Shika First five years ........ccscscessesessesssssseseeess 100 | 1,800 
‘3 | , 3 3 
o = Be | & | 
les} Ss | ss 86 After five years......c0..csccccsceersecesseeeseee| 108] 2,000 
Designation. i.e rw Be lad 
\25) g | § | ge | S& | Posies: | 
5 % ‘e == = First flve Years ..........c0.ccsescccssesesees weee| 100] 1,200 
| x = 6 1/6 | & 
ene men hie hae | | cca | 100 | 1,400 
ls i. ‘ | $13,000 
Admiral. 1 000 |$13, 000 )$13, 000 13, 000 
; . 13,000 | Midshipmen .............. ad SRC RRO Fe Re ; 9} 1,000 
9,000 | 
Vice-Admiral ean cl 1 | 9,000} 8,000 | 6,000 8,000 | Medical directors..........0-.--s+sseeeeenereees 14 | 4,400 
| 6.000 ' Medical inspectors ........-......0c+.:-ce+eeeeeene! 15 | 4,400 


Annual collective pay of officers—Continued. 


On shore duty. 
On leave or wait- 
ing orders. 


$5,000 | $4,000 


4,000 | 3,000 
4,000 | 3,000 
3,500 | 2,800 
3,000 ; 2,300 
2,400 | 2,000 
aa 2, 200 


2,000 | 1,600 


1,000 800 
1,200 | 1,000 
800 | = G00 


I 


eee 


| 


| Total pay to each 
grade. 


$66, 000 
55, 000 
14,000 
40, 000 
32,000 
24,000 

120, 000 
96, 000 
72,000 

216,000 

168, 000 

134, 400 

315, 000 

270, 000 

207, 000 


224, 000 
192, 000 
160, 000 
240,000 
208, 000 
176, 000 


672, 000 
560, 000 
448, 000 
728, 000 
616, 000 
5H, 000 


180, 000 
150, 000 
120, 000 
200, 000 
170, 000 
140, 000 


120, 000 
100, 000 
80, 000 
140, 000 
120, 000 
100, 000 
91,000 
72, 800 
54, 600 
61, 600 
66, 000 


¢ 





ee 








Annual collective pay of officers—Continued. 


Designation. 

GUTLOONG. ......seerevrerrersseseessneecseeceesereeeerenes 
eR BD FOIIG on evcverinececessenesscsoressecneses 
ee I sn cnieuncbuigtibsbeunuinbimiian 
Third five years................ 

Frowrtla BvO YOREB........0cccseccesccccccesse scores | 


After twenty years .................. 


Passed assistant surgeons 


First five years ........ 


After five years... 
I vi dinscacasccdendencxcsesetiense ‘ 


First five years .. | 


After five years 


Assistant surgeons notin line of promo- 
tion. 

I cic isitias ic ennesseutbbssinbiineenantinss | 

Pay inspectors 

Paymasters 





First five years 


Third five years 


BERGE COREG FORTE .00ays0recececssscccccsscecses 


Passed assistant paymasters.................... 
First five years 


After five years 


Assistant paymasters ...................cee00ee000 


First five years 


After five years 


Chief engineers 


First five years (minimum) 


After twenty years (maximum).......... 


Passed assistant engineers ot 


First five years.. 


After five years 


Assistant engineers ........ 


After five years......... 


INTIS «3.02: sssononsearedeonesieieabaoons } 
| 

Chaplains.................. icieciontnedavalaapaatadet 
I a5, sccicanbaveaneuicesincainn } 
Professors of mathematics ...... ............... | 
First five years (minimum).................. | 


After fifteen years (maximum)..... 


Naval constructors.. 


After twenty years............... ‘ ! 


Number in each 
grade. 


At sea. 


On shore duty. 


3,700 | 


1,700 


1,900 | 


1, 700 


4, 400 
4, 400 


2 800 


3, 600 


4,000 


1, 800 


2, 000 


1, 400 
1,600 


1, 400 


2, 400 


3, 200 


1,000 


1, 800 


2,000 


1, 400 


1, 600 


2, 400 


4, 000 


2. 000 


2,300 | 


On leave or wait- 
ing orders 


$2, 000 
2. 400 
2,600 


2. S00 


3,000 


1,500 


1,700 


1,000 


1,200 


1,000 


2,000 


2 600 


3,000 


1,500 


1,700 


1,000 


1,200 


2.000 


3. 000 


1,700 


1,200 


600 


1, 600 


1,900 


1,500 


2, 600 


2, 200 


3, 200 | 
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Q ° . . : 
ref | . © = -< 
ez Designatior oe 2 = 
a= oh = A 
te 2 & = _ 
3 s 3 
140.009 | ASSistant naval constructors $2 000 | $1,500 vl — 
" j j 0. OOK 
120, 000 . 3 ) 
100° 000 | After cight years > BOO 1.900 j -r po 
. ia 
160,000 | ¢ 234° 000 
top | Warrant officers 1X) | $1, 200 0) 700 179. 500 
20,000 (. 136,500 
175, 000 | , Sot, 000 
vere | After twelve vears 1. 800 1.x 1.) 12. 000 
30,000 | COO 
185,000 ( 600 
180,000 | Mates 10 900 AT) “i 8 000 
140, 000 ( ON) 
210, 000 
200, 000 - . : 
150, 000 NoTE.—Civil engineers the same as professors of mathematics 
“160: 000 Mr. HISCOCK. May I inquire of the gentleman from Illinvis what 
144.000 | he would suggest in the way of action for the committee? 1 under 
, 120,000 | stand his argument is rather in the line of an attack on the Committe: 
76,000 “¢) 
\ agra | on Appropriations because it has not reduced the pay of the line of th 


136,000 | avy. 

: Mr. THOMAS. I shall be most happy to inform the gentleman from 
po New York before I shall have finished my remarks what I propose 

12) 000 Mr. HISCOCK (And I desire to say further I understand that othe 


22 800 | gentlemen upon the floor have been attacking the Committee on Appro 
19, 200 


18 400 | priations also because it has done so much in the direction of reducins 
3400 | the amount of pay 
2,800 Mr. THOMAS. I decline to be further interrupted I have stated 
= oo to the gentleman that if he will wait until I have tinished my remarks 
52,800 | he will know what I am in favor of. I will say to him, however, as 
| has just been suggested to me by a member of the committee, that it 
coteen | the Committee on Appropriations had looked to the Committee on 
100, 000 } Naval Affairs for information as to what ought to be done for the Navy 
175, 000 | he would not be compelled to ask me now what | am in favor ot It 
en po the Committee on Appropriations had not usurped the rights of the 
210,000 | Committee on Naval Affairs and attempted without consultation and 
200,000 | without investigation, even in the very face of the examination and 
1,000 | investigation made by the Committee on Naval Aflairs, and come in 


60,000 | here assuming to say what must be done and what must noi be don 


4, 000 for the Navy, he would not be compelled to ask or to interrupt me by 
15, 000 . 


és oo | 2Sking in the midst of my speech what I am in tavor of or what the 
60,000 | Committee on Naval Affairs desires. 

51, 000 The Naval Register shows how these oflicers are employed. That oui 
3 a9 | Navy is officially top-heavy, unless we build a large numberot new ships 


26,600 | and enlist several thousand more sailors,every one must admit. But what 


19, 000 causes it to be top-heavy? Let us look into this Naval Registerand see 
36, 100 We have eleven rear-admirals on the active-list, only five of whom are 
30, 400 ; 


22 809 | On sea duty, commanding stations 
We have twenty-three commodores, not onc of whom 


Is perlormiing 
sea-duty. 


193, 200 
165, 600 





138,000 We have forty-eight captains, nine only of whom are performing sea 
289,800 | duty. 

peed There are fourteen medical directors, with the relative rank of cap 
Boy tain in the Navy or colonel in the Army, not one of whom is perform 
198,000 | ing sea-duty orcan perform sea-duty on account of having too much rank 
Seayeens There are fifteen medical inspectors who have the relative rank ot 
217.800 | Commanders in the Navy or lieutenant-colonel in the Army, who on 
198,000 | account of their high rank can only go tosea as tleet-surgeons, and only 
cates three of the fifteen are performing sea-duty 

86, 800 There are fifty surgeons with the relative rank of lieutenant-com 
62,000 | manders or majors in the Army. 

= a There are eighty assistant-surgeons, twenty-nine of whom have the 


74,400 | Telative rank of lieutenant in the Navy or captain in the Army, and 
62,000 | fifty-one of whom have the relative rank of a master in the Navy or 
49,600 | first-lieutenant in the Army. 


37, 200 rts : 
57,500 There are twelve assistant surgeons, with the relative rank of ensign 
16,000 | in the Navy or second lieutenants in the Army, and two without rank 


geo and not in the line of promotion, and yet who receive a handsome com- 
52,900 | pensation, as will be seen by the bill; makingo 
43,700 | three mediéal officers in all 
"26. 400 There are thirteen pay directors, with the relative rank of captain in 
26,400 | the Navy or colonel in the Army, who can not go to sea on account of 


ne hundred and seventy 


16,500 | having too much rank. 
38, 50 palo, 
on 500 Chere are twelve pay inspectors, who can only go to sea as fleet pay 


28,600 | Masters, as they have the relative rank of a commander in the Navy or 
32,000 | a lieutenant-colonel in the Army; and only fourof the number 
22,000 | Ane os : ? ‘ A 

42 009 | Performing sea-service 


32,000 | There are fifty paymasters, with the relative rank of lieutenant-com 


are now 
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mander in the Navy or major in the Army, twenty-two of whom are 
now performing sea-service. 


There are thirty passed assistant paymasters, with the relative rank of 


lieutenant in the Navy or captain in the Army. 

There are nineteen assistant paymasters (an increase of one), with the 
relative rank of ensign in the Navy or second-lieutenant in the Army; 
making in all one hundred and twenty-four pay officers in the Navy. 

There are ten chief engineers, with the rank of captain, who can not 
vo to sea 

There are fifteen chief engineers, with the rank of commanders, who 
can only go to sea as fleet-engineers. 

There are forty-tive chief engineers, with the rank of lieutenant-com- 
mander 

There are eighty passed assistant engineers with the rank of lieutenant 
and fifteen with the rank of master. 


There are eleven assistant engineers with the rank of master and fifty- | 


one with the rank of ensign, making one hundred and sixty-one engineer 
oflicers, and there are sixty-two cadet-engineers in addition. 


There are four chaplains with the rank of captain in the Navy, seven | 


with the rank of commander, and six with the rank of lieutenant, and 
six plain chaplains—six honest, straightforward chaplains without gold 
lace, without shoulder-knots, and without rank, to point to a higher 
world and lead the way. 

There are eleven professors of mathematics, three of whom have the 
relative rank of captain, four with the rank of lieutenant. 

These professors are employed at various places. Some of them are 
at the Naval Academy and some at the NavabObservatory, while some 
of them are on ‘special duty.” 
Lord only knows. [Laughter.] Mr. Chairman, with all the educa- 
tion, classical, ».sreful and costly, that we give all our naval officers at 
Annapolis, with their six years’ course at that institution, it is a most 
humiliating concession to have to make to the American people that 
they are not capable of going into that institution and teaching sufii- 
cient mathematics for our naval cadets. But professors of mathematics 
are employed from civil life and thereby the personnel of the service is 
increased, the Treasury Department is depleted, and the country is 
taxed for theirsupport. Not satisfied with civilians’ compensation, not 
satistied with the pay that is usually given in colleges and universities 
of learning tosuch professors, they come forward and suggest that Con- 


gress give them the rank of captain with the pay and emoluments of 


that rank, and they appear before the mathematical classes and the 
world with a lieutenant’s, captain’s, or commander’s uniform, pay, 
allowance, and relative rank. 

There are sixteen naval constructors and assistants of various relative 
ranks, from captain to masters. There are ten civil engineers, and to 
this distinguished class of officers I desire specially to call the atten- 
tion of this committee. 
them has the relative rank and pay of a captain in the Navy. Tam 
credibly informed by an officer high in rank in the United States Navy 
that six years ago this highest, grandest, and first of the civil engineers 
on this list was an ox-driver in Norfolk navy-yard, and was engaged in 


the highly intellectual pursuit of hauling flitch about the navy-yard of 


that place. Lam informed that his duty to-day, notwithstanding his 
shoulder knots, notwithstanding his relative rank of captain in the 
Navy or colonel in the Army, is to take care of oxen and see that the 
navy-yard is cleaned up. Here are ten civil engineers, gas-fitters, ox- 
drivers, cleaners up of the navy-yards, entered on the United States 
Naval Register, loading it down and making it top-heavy. 

Of these ten officers, or so-called officers, there is but one of them 
who is performing any of the legitimate duties of a civil engineer. 
Their names are as follows: With the relative rank of captain in the 
Navy, Peter C. Asserson; with the relative rank of commander in the 


Navy, M. T. Endicott and A. J. Menocal; with the relative rank of 


lieutenant-commander, W. 8. G. White, Henry 8. Craven, F. C. Prin- 
dle; with the relative rank of lieutenant in the Navy, T. C. McCollum, 
Chris. O. Wolcott, Frank O. Maxson, and Robert E. Peary. There is 
but one of these so-called officers of the Navy who has any legitimate 
duty to perform, and that is Wolcott, who is stationed at Mare Island 
navy-yard, in California, and is engaged in superintending the build- 
ing of the dry-dock at that yard. 

There are fifty-three boatswains to swell this official personnel of the 
Navy. There are fifty gunners, fifty-four carpenters, and thirty-seven 
sailmakers, There are forty mates and three hundred and thirty-five 
naval cadets. 

Here we have, then, the official personnel of the Navy. That it is 
top-heavy every one must admit. That the pruning-knife ought to be 
laid in earnest to that list everybody that has the good of the service 
or the good of his country at heart ought to admit. 
this bill coming in here to make provision for the continuance of these 
useless officers, these men who perform no duties, who are cumberers 
of the Naval Register of this country, the Committee on Appropria- 
tions ought to have brought in a bill to abolish these useless offices. 
There are not tive of the boatswains on the whole list of fifty who per- 
form any duty at all. Only the gunners that are on the training-ships 
have any duty at all. The carpenters on board ship have a carpenter's 
mate and men under him who perform all the duty. So that if the 


Just what that special duty is the | 


They are called civil engineers, and one of 


And instead of 


deck needs repairing the executive officer says to the carpenter, ‘‘ I want 
this deck repaired;’’ and the carpenter, putting his hands in his pockets, 
says to the carpenter’s mate, *‘I want this deck repaired;’’ and the 
carpenter’s mate calls up a workman from below and says, ‘1 want 
that deck repaired.’’ And so the deck is repaired, and the workman 
reports to the carpenter’s mate, and the carpenter’s mate reports to the 
carpenter that the deck is repaired, and the carpenter reports to the 
executive officer, and the executive officer reports to the captain, who is 
delighted beyond measure as he receives the message from the executive 
officer that the deck is repaired. And yet this long list of useless offi 


| cers is continued on the Naval Register and they are paid without any 





justification or excuse on earth. 

Then there are thirty-seven sailmakers, and there is not one of them 
that have performed one particle of duty or is ever allowed to do so in 
the way of making sails. The sails are made by civilian foremen who 
are employed to do the work, and these men—the men who hold the 
positions of sailmakers—are simply official figure-heads who have as thei: 
duty the very arduous and life-abrading service of drawing their salary 

I think, sir, whether we build ships or not we ought to cut out this 
dead wood, this useless and unwarranted expenditure of money in the 
payment of officers who perform no duty, who have no duty to per- 
form, and who are wholly useless. We must do one o* twothings. We 
must not only cut off the carpenters and the sailmakers and the boat- 
swains and the gunners, but we must cut off the pay directors and the 
pay inspectors and some of those high-rank chief engineers who can not 
go to sea at all. 

But I should like to see Congress rise to the oceasion and make the 
necessary appropriation to build a navy commensurate with our power 
and dignity as a nation. If we had such ships as we need, we would 
not be compelled to take off the list any necessary officers. 

This bill proposes various things, and among others to abolish the grade 
of commodore. In looking over their assignments to duty as they ap- 
pear in the Register, I find that we have twenty-three commodores and 
that there is not one of them performing one solitary particle of sea-duty. 
They have unfortunately too much rank to be placed in command of our 
naval stations; they have too much rank to fill any position except that 
of commandant of anavy-yard. Notoneof that number of officers, with 
the relative rank of brigadier-general of the Army, is doing one solitary 
day or hour of sea-service. It is not possible for them to do any; they 
have too much rank. I say, therefore, this cutting out of the rank of 
commedore is a move in the right direction, and I commend the com- 
mittee for its courage in going forward and lopping them off—not put- 
ting them literally out of the service at this time, but stopping promo- 
tions to a grade which is purely ornamental, and which is not needed 
at all in our service. 

Sut this bill proposes to retire other officers at certain ages mentioned 
therein. 

The proposed legislation will at once burden the retired-list with 
thirty-four additional names, for no other reason than to satisfy the am- 
bitious longings of some young oflicers who consider that their advance- 
ment does not proceed with sufficient rapidity. The officers to be re- 
tired are mostly from the volunteer service, all of whom did excellent 
service during and since the war, and most of whom are not only fit for 
but are actually engaged in active service on board ship. If they are 
not too old for the duty required, then why retire them at the early 
age of 45 and 47? If they are unfit from age to properly perform their 
duty, the Secretary of the Navy has a remedy fully sufficient under ex - 
isting law; he may order the officer before a retiring board of surgeons 
and senior officers, whose report that he is unable to perform his duties 
authorizes his immediate retirement. This shows that the evils com- 
plained of are imaginary, and that the real reason may be looked for in 
ambition for promotion. 

Can it be said that economy is achieved by retiring from active 
service thus to an enforced idleness officers who are now actively en- 
gaged on duty which, if not performed by them, must be done by others ? 

Look for a moment at some of the cases of volunteer officers affected. 

Lieutenant-Commander F. M. Green, aged 47, would be retired atonce. 
This officer has been in the service nearly twenty-two years, with but 
seven months leave of absence or waiting orders in all that time. He 
has had command of six scientific surveying expeditions, which have 
received the high commendation not only of our own but foreign 
governments, and from one of which he has just returned to find that 
as a reward for his good service he is to be summarily retired from ac- 
tive service. 

Lieutenant-Commander Thomas Nelson, aged 48, after twenty-one 
years of unblemished and most valuable service, is now serving act- 
tively on board ship in the Pacific. His distinguished services are known 
to every naval officer of any standing, and it would be the grossest in- 


justice and absurdity to throw away as useless the skilled services of 


so valuable an officer. 

Lieutenant John F. Merry, aged 43, after nearly twenty-one years of 
active service, with repeated acts of gallantry during the war, in which 
he was desperately wounded at Fort Fisher, with constant service in 
all parts of the world since the close of the war, and now actively serv- 
ing on board ship. 

This list is only a specimen of what might be justly urged in behalf 
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of the officers we are asked to retire in order that young lieutenants 
who have never seen a shot fired in anger may be promoted. 

Before these officers from the volunteer service could be received in 
the regular Navy, every one of them had received special mention for 
gallant service in battle from his commanding officer; and we are asked 
to cast aside these men of proved courage and great experience as worth- 
Jess and unserviceable. 

I think that the naval list may be sufficiently reduced by the abo- 
lition of the grade of commodore and by the application of a retiring rule 
which is not so sweeping in its character as the one proposed; and at 
the proper time I shall offer an amendment to except from the opera- 
tion of this bill such officers as entered the service from the volunteer 
Navy, who were placed in the regular service because of wounds re- 
ceived and gallant deeds performed, provided an examination shows 
them qualified mentally and physically to perform their duties at sea 
and on shore. 

I desire to call the attention of the committee to another subject, and 
that is the finishing of the monitors. 
at their own expense, went to the different navy-vards where these 
monitors are lying (with the exception of the one at Mare Island 
navy-yard, the Monadnock) and made a personal examination of them. 


man from Kentucky. 


The Committee on Naval Affairs, | 


That examination was made under the direction of some of the brightest | 


and ablest officers of the Navy, who were present to aid the sub-com- 
mittee and explain to them those points with which the sub-committee 
were not familiar. 

Now, I am certain that if these monitors are completed in accordance 
with the plan which is likely to be adopted by the present naval ad- 
visory board, and if the deflective armor and the deflective turrets in- 
vented by Mr. N. B. Clark, a passed assistant engineer of the Navy, 
should be applied to these monitors, they would be the best vessels of 
war of their class afloat. 

The gentleman from Indiana [Mr. CALKINS] spoke of the speed made 
by the Miantonomoh. I think if he will examine the log-book of that 
vessel he will find that she made more than 10 knots an hour; that she 
made 114 knots an hour on her trip up. He will find more, and that 
is if she is completed with this deflective armor she would be the best 
ship of her class in the world. 

The CHAIRMAN. The time of the gentleman has expired. 

Mr. THOMAS. I would like not to exceed tive minutes more 

Mr. FLOWER. [ask unanimous consent that the time of the gen- 
tleman be extended for five minutes. 

Mr. ROBESON. I shall not object to extending the time of the gen- 
tleman trom Illinois [Mr. THoMAs], but I give notice that I shall ob- 
ject hereafter to any extension of time, because I desire to bring the 
general debate on this bill to a close this afternoon. 

Mr. SPRINGER. That would not be fair. 

Mr. HAZELTON,. That would not be equitable. 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair hears no objection to the gentleman 
from Illinois proceeding for five minutes. 

Mr. THOMAS. The naval advisory board appointed in conformity 
with the act of August 5, 1882, has examined a number of these mon- 
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The CHAIRMAN. The gentleman from Kentucky is recognized 

Mr. HISCOCK. 1 would like to inquire of gentlemen on the other 
side how much more time they think they want ? 

Mr. SPRINGER. We will settle that after a while 

Mr. BLOUNT. I donot know that there is any understanding about 
the matter. I have been hoping all day to get some time, certainly not 
to exceed an hour and perhaps not half that time. I would rather 
speak on Monday morning, and I hope the gentleman will not attempt 
to close general debate this evening 

The SPEAKER. All this discussion is by unanimous consent. The 
gentleman from Kentucky [ Mr. KNorr] is entitled to the floor. 

Mr. SPRINGER. I object to everything that interrupts the gentle 
Ll want to hear him 
I do not understand that the gentleman from Ken 


Mr. BLOUNT 
tucky is objecting. 

Mr. ROBESON. I give notice that after the gentleman trom Ken 
tucky [Mr. KNorr] shall have concluded his remarks I shall move that 
the committee rise for the purpose of having the Hous 
debate to-day. 

Mr. SPRINGER. We may not do it 

Mr. BLOUNT. We will not be apt to do it 

Mr. KNOTT addressed the committee. [See Appendix 

The CHAIRMAN. The gentleman has ten minutesof his hour lett 

Mr. BLOUNT. I thank my friend from Kentucky [Mr. KNorvr] tor 


limit veneral 


| his kindness and courtesy, but that time will not be sufficient for my 


purpose. 

The CHAIRMAN. Then the Chair will recognize the 
from Massachusetts [Mr. HARRIS] as entitled to the floor 

Mr. HARRIS addressed the committee. [See Appendix. ] 

Mr. DEZENDORF. Mr. Chairman, the general debate upon this bill 
has shown these facts: first, that we have practically no war vessels, in 
the modern acceptation of that term: second, that we have no guns 
worthy of the name with which to arm ships; third, that we have a 
large number of as gallant officers as any navy can boast of, who have 
no ships to sailor command. After having revolutionized naval wat 


gentleman 


| fare we went to sleep, and like Rip Van Winkle woke up after twenty 
| years to find ourselves practically powerless on the sea, $200,000,000 
| having been in the mean time expended upon the naval establishment 





of this Government. 

This bill proposes in some measure «a remedy for these evils. It pro 
poses to construct ships and guns, and, sir, in order to construct ships 
and guns we must have money appropriated. Lam in favor, Mr. Chait 
man, of building vessels, as recommended by the committee, of Ameri 
can materials, in American navy-yards, and by American workmen. It 
is practically useless, Mr. Chairman, for us to talk about building ves 
sels by contract when we make appropriations by piecemeal as we have 
been doing for the last twenty vears. The vessels recommended by this 
committee to be built will cost 35,000,000; vet we find our \ppropria 
tions Committee recommending an appropriation of $1,500,000, to which 


| is added the unexpended balance of last year’s appropriation, which 


itors, and devised plans for the completion not only of the Miantonomoh | 


but of the Monadnock and the Puritan. 


these vessels. She has a beautiful model,-and if completed with de- 


and machinery, and armed with high-power guns, I have no hesitation in 


saying that she would be the best vessel of war of her class in the world. | 


Every consideration of right demands of us that we make the nec- 
essary appropriations to complete these vessels. Why talk about coast 
defense in the shape of forts? They can not be moved from place to 
place. These monitors are light-draught vessels, capable of carrying 
high-power guns, and we used them for our coast defense. #t is criminal 
for Congress to sit here with our country in its present defenseless con- 
dition and refuse the necessary appropriations to complete these monitors. 

There is nothing more humiliating than that lack of patriotism which 
Congress exhibits in failing to strengthen the national bond, in kin- 
dling anew the patriotic fire which is the power, the shield, the strength, 
the only hope of this nation. That patriotic fire is smothered and ex- 
tinguished by the niggardly action of Congress in failing to promote 
this purely national arm of the service. Nothing fills the heart of the 


The Puritan is the largest of 


will amount perhapsat the end of the fiscal year to $200,000 or $300,000 
Now, Mr. Chairman, for one, as a member of the Naval Committee, 
I am totally opposed to further action of this kind. If we intend to 


| build ships, let us give the Secretary of the Navy the money with which 
flective armor and deflective turrets and provided with proper engines | 


to build them. If we intend to build them by contract, let us say so, 
and appropriate the money necessary therefor. If the Secretary of the 
Navy is to beconfined to the amount of money appropriated in this bill, 
then I insist, as a matter of economy and as a matter of justice to the 
people of this country, that these ships should be built in our navy 
yards. 

I heard some gentlemen on the other side of the House ask whether 
the navy-yards of this country are prepared to build these ships. To 


| them I make this answer: The chief naval constructor says that with 


American citizen with more patriotism than a knowledge of the fact that | 


on the broad seas there floats a navy of the United States proudly bear- 
ing the American flag at its mastheads. It makes our country honored 
at home and abroad. 

Mr. Knorr and Mr. HArrts of Massachusetts rose. 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair recognizes the gentleman from Ken- 
tucky [Mr. Knorr] as entitled to the floor, and will next recognize 
the gentleman from Massachusetts, the chairman of the Committee on 
Naval Affairs. 

Mr. BLOUNT. I understood from the Chair that I was to be recog- 
nized before the gentleman from Massachusetts. 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair has now recognized the gentleman 
from Kentucky [Mr. Knorr], and will say that it is customary to alter- 
nate on the different sides of the House. 

Mr. BLOUNT. Most of the argument already has been on the other 
side. 


an appropriation of $150,000 tor tools and plant we can build these ships 
in the navy-yards already owned by the Government. So far as the 
Norfolk navy-yard is concerned, | undertake to say that with an ap 
propriation of 350,000 for extra tools any ship which the Secretary of 
the Navy may recommend to be built can be built there 

Now, sir, as to the matter of retirement. That subject has been gone 
over so thoroughly I propose to say but a few words on it, and those 
few words I want to say in behalfof the volunteer officers of the Navy 
As I understand the provisions of this bill, they will atter a few years 


virtually put out of the service all the volunteer officers. I think 


that justice should be done to the volunteer officers both of the Army 
and of the Navy. Those men went into the service of their own accord 
They were not in the service at the outbreak of the war; they were not 
in a position where they had either to go to the front or to be disgraced 
but they came forward voluntarily in behalf of their country and risked 
their lives in its defense 

I happen to know one or two volunteer officers this bill will after a 
few years put out of the service, because I know, and I think every 
gentleman on this floor knows, after a few years this retired-list will 
have become so large that it will be found necessary to cut off a portion 
of it. I therefore hope, sir, that on the final passage of this bill some 
attention will be shown to those officers who deserve well of thei 
countrys 
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Something has been said here about bureaus and about the different 
bureausof the Navy Department. IT undertake to say, sir, that bureaus 
are of just as much importance to the proper organization of the Navy 
Department of this Government, or any other government, as the com- 
mittees of this House are to the House itself. They have just exactly 
the same relation to it 

And right here, Mr. Chairman, I wish to say a few words in defense 
of a gentleman who has been alluded to here to-day by name, Captain 
PP. ©. Asserson, civil engineer of the Norfolk navy-yard. He has been 
alluded to in this debate as an ‘‘ ox-driver.’’ I undertake to say that 
no more capable and efficient officer holds a commission in the United 
States Navy to-day than P. C. Asserson, civil engineer of the Norfolk 
navy-yard. When he was first appointed in the Navy he was appointed 
as a line officer, a volunteer officer, and he served his country faithfully 
and well during all the war of the rebellion. After the war was over 


he entered into business, but unfortunately for him one of the banking | 


establishments of the city of Norfolk failed, and he was compelled to 


take the position of superintendent of laborers in the Norfolk navy- | 


yard. He might in the discharge of his duties have taken a goad and 


driven anox-cart. If he did, I say it was all the more to his credit asa | 


man. tHe is an educated gentleman, he is a civil engineer under the 
Navy Department, and a member of the American Society of Civil En- 
gineers. What are the duties of a civilengineer? I would like to ask 
some of the gentlemen who alluded to him; what are the duties of this 
position of civil engineer? Do they know what it is? 

Mr. THOMAS. Will the gentleman permit me toask him to inform 
us of what special duty he is now performing as civil engineer. 

Mr. DEZENDORF. Yes, sir; | will. When the war was over, as 
every man knows that knows the history of the country, the Nortolk 
navy-yard had been devastated; almost every building in it was razed 
to the ground. Mostof those buildings were rebuilt under the super- 
intendence of Captain IP. C. Asserson. That was the legitimate duty 
of the civil engineer of that navy-yard. He is as much entitled to his 
rank of civil engineer as General Wright is to the rank of brigadier- 


general while performing the duty of civil engineer in the United States | 


Army. 
Now, so far from seeing that bureau done away with, I intend to in- 


troduce an amendment to this bill putting a civil engineer in charge of 


the Bureau of Yards and Docks. The duties of that bureau come legit- 
imately under the direction of a civil engineer. 

What has that bureau to do? It hasto test thestrength of materials, 
to test the security of foundations, to lay out yards, &c. It is true, as 
has been said, that it isa part of the duty of the civil engineer to see that 
the navy-yard is keptin proper order. I say now, and make the dec- 


laration, that no man employed by the Governmentof the United States | 


has a better record than Captain P. C. Asserson, civil engineer of the 
Norfolk navy-yard. 

Mr. THOMAS. How many of the buildings referred to by the gen- 
tleman in the Norfolk navy-yard were built by contract ? 

Mr. DEZENDORF. I do not think any of them were built by con- 
tract. They were all built by the day, and they were all built under 
the estimates, every last one of them. They were all built under the 
superintendence of Captain P. C. Assserson. 


| wish to say a word now in reference to the ironclads. [| am in favor | 


of completing all the ironclads, not one of them, butallof them. I be- 
lieve the time has come when, if we need cruisers, we will also need 
something for harbor defense. 


Some gentlemen asked why not take this money and apply it to the | 
building of coast fortifications. Where would your fortifications have | 


been when the Merrimac came to Fortress Monroe but for the ‘‘ Yankee 
cheese-box,’’ the Monitor? The day of fortifications is past, practically, 
forever. What we need now is swift cruisers to go to sea, and the iron- 
clads, armored vessels, for harbor and coast defense. 


A great deal has been said about these ironclads now in an unfinished | 


condition. I have heard it asserted upon this floor in times past that 


they would not float; that they were practically useless; that it was | 
money thrown away to appropriate for them any more. What is the | 


result? Why they have been launched and they do float, and they 
have shown more tree-board than the bill calls for. I undertake to say 
that ifcompleted, with the deflective armor of Passed Assistant Engineer 
Clark, they will be the most formidable vessels that float upon any waters. 


And right here I desire to say a word simply by way of repetition of 


what I before said last session, that we have the port of San Francisco 
practically at the merey of that little power called Chili. She can come 
in there and levy tribute or burn down the town and demand her mill- 
ions, and we have not avessel that could stand in her way. Now, one 
of these ironclads is at the Mare Island navy-yard, and I think that 
vessel ought to be completed at once. I am ready to vote the money 


to do it with at once. Why should not we do it? We have to relieve | 
our Treasury. We havetoo much money there. It is overflowing with | 


treasure. We do not know what to do with it. You are here trying 
to devise some means and measures to cut down the revenues of the 
country and yet you are not willing to appropriate the revenues of one 
single week to put this country in a position where we can command 


the respect of our enemies, or rather of foreign powers, for we have no | 
£ 


enemies just now, 
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I repeat, sir, the revenues for one single week of this nation in it, 
present condition will build all the ships the committee call for, and 
we ought to appropriate the money to do it, not by piecemeal. [I said 
on this floor on the first occasion when I had the honor to address this 
House, during the last session, that that money so appropriated would 
practically be wasted. I did not say too much. I think the facts wil! 
bear out that assertion. You might just as well have taken it and 
poured it into the depths of the sea as to have appropriated in the man 
ner you did and to expect any good results to come from it. Why, thi 
amount left over would not lay the keel ofany one of these ships. And 
| yet this committee comes in here again with $1,500,000 of an appropri 
ation, which is not sufficient to build oneship. The result will be that 
the next Congress—this work to be done by contract and the contracts 
awarded—will come in and revoke the contracts, and you will havea 
| repetition simply of the old ironclad business over again. Now, eithe: 
appropriate the money in bulk and build properly by contract, if you 
| choose, or else, if you intend to vote the money piecemeal in this man- 
ner, then build your ships in the navy-yards of the country. 

The best ships that this Government owns to-day were built in its 
own navy-yards; the ships that won all of our great victories were 
built in our own navy-yards; and I for one desire to raise my voice in 
earnest protest against this continuing of the piecemeal business by 
| contract. 

I believe, Mr. Chairman, that we ought to adopt the system of de- 
flective armor if the experiments prove it to be as valuable as I believe 
it will be. I think we ought to appropriate money for torpedoes ot 
American manufacture. What is the use in going to England for all 
such things? We can build anything in this country as well as they 
can in England er anywhere else on the face of the globe. Give an 
| American the money to do it with, and he will do it, and do it well. 
| Iam in favor, theretore, of doing all the work with American material 
by our American artisans in American navy-yards. 

The hour is so late, Mr. Chairman, that I will not detain the com- 
mittee longer. I thank gentlemen for their considerate attention. 

Mr. SHALLENBERGER. I desire, Mr. Chairman, simply at this 
late hour, on the suggestion of several members, to submit an amend- 
ment which I propose to offer to the pending bill, with the request that 
it be printed in the RECORD. 

There was no objection. 

Mr. SHALLENBERGER’S proposed amendment is as follows: 
| Line 516, page 22, add the following: 

** Hereafter for the purpose of appointing candidates for admission to the Naval 
Academy as naval cadets the Secretary of the Navy shall divide and arrange 
the entire cquntry, considered as Congressional districts, Territories, and the Dis- 
| trict of Columbia, into forty territorial districts, composed of not less than eight 
and not more than nine of the above-named subdivisions, and as nearly as pos- 
sible of contiguous territory, to be numbered and designated as naval cadet dis- 
tricts, from each of which forty districts one appointment for admission to the 
| Naval Academy shall be made every year, under the following conditions, 
| namely: The Secretary of the Navy shall name a competent board of examiners 

and arrange for a competitive examination every year in each of the forty dis- 
tricts. Representatives, Delegates, and the president of the board of commis- 
| sioners of the District of Columbia may each name one candidate every yearto 
| appear for examination in their respective cadet districts, the candidate stand- 
ing highest on the list of those examined to receive the appointment; the candi- 
date next highest may be appointed alternate and proceed to Annapolis at his 
own expense, to be immediately examined for admission in the event of the 
failure of his principal, »rovided that this legislation shall not affect admission 
to the academy during the year 18853. 


| Mr. ROBESON. [shall now move that this committee rise, and when 
' in the House I design to move that all general debate be limited toone 
hour on Monday next. 

I move that the committee do now rise. 
| Mr. BLOUNT. I would like to ask the gentleman from New Jersey 
how he will dispose of the hour? 

Mr. ROBESON. I expect to give it to the gentleman from Georgia. 

Mr. BLOUNT. I have no complaint about that. 

The CHAIRMAN. The question is on the motion that the commit- 
tee do now rise. 

The motion was agreed to. 

The committee accordingly rose; and the Speaker having resumed the 
chair, Mr. PAGE reported that the Committee of the Whole House on 
the state of the Union having had under consideration the naval appro- 
priation bill had come to no resolution thereon. 

Mr. ROBESON. Mr. Speaker, I now move that when this House 
| again resolves itself into Committee of the Whole on the state of the 
_ Union all general debate upon the pending bill be limited to one 
hour. 

Mr. MILLS. Say two hours. 

Mr. ROBESON. No; one hour. 

Mr. MILLS. I understand the gentleman from Georgia desires to 
be heard. 

Mr. BLOUNT. The gentleman from New Jersey has agreed to give 
me the hour. 

The motion to limit debate was agreed to. 
| Mr. ROBESON moved to reconsider the vote by which general de- 
| bate was limited; and also moved that the motion to reconsider be laid 
on the table. 

The latter motion was agreed to. 

Mr. ROBESON. I move that the House do now adjourn. 
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JULIA A. NUTT. President of the United States; which was read, referred to the Com 
Mr. HOUK. The Committee on War Claims, to whom was referred | MIttee on Commer ind ordered to be printed 
the letter of the Secretary of War transmitting the report of the Quar- | To the Senat Hous Representatives 
termaster-General on his examination of the claims of Julia A. Nutt, , | anon t herewith for the consideration of Congress a communication from 
widow and executrix of Haller Nutt, late of Natchez, Mississippi, have cabioak maaan be “r Thor : ag Pte one er oo . oe at mesa 
instructed me to report the same back to the House, and to ask that | for the repossession of certain shore lands at Pittsburgh erroneously conveyed 


the letter of the Secretary of War and accompanying papers be printed | by bim to the United States 
und recommitted to the Committee on War Claims. 
There was no objection, and it was so ordered. 
JOHN G. DOREN. 


CHESTER A. ARTHUR 
EXECUTIVE MANSION, Jan . 


PAYMENT FOR LANDS IN INDIAN TERRITORY 


I : Che SPEAKER aiso laid betore the House the following message trom 
Mr. LE I EVRE, by unanimous consent, submitted the following | the President of the United States; which was read, referred to the Com 
resolution; which was read, and referred to the Committee on Accounts: | mittee on Indian Affairs, and ordered to }y printed 


Resolved by the House of Representatives, That the Clerk be, and he hereby is, | 7» the Senate and House of Representatives 
directed to pay to John G. Doren, late index clerk of the House, $812.25, being 


the amount necessary to reimburse him for money actually paid out during the I transmit herewith a communication, dated the sth tant, from the Seer 
Forty-fifth and Forty-sixth Congresses, for indispensable assistance in making | t°Y ©! the Interior, with accompanying pap b relat tothe request of the 
the indexes for the use of the House. Cherokee Indians in the Indian ‘Territory for paym« 1 isin that Terri 
| tory west of the ninety-sixth degree west longitude, t rot which tothe 
IARBOR OF EAST DUBUQUE, ILLINOIS. United States for the settlement of friendly Indians t! ‘ s provided for m 
Mr. HITT, by unanimous consent, introduced a bill (HL. R. 7534) to the sizteenth article of the treaty of July 19, 1866 CHESTER A. ARTHVI 
continue the improvement of the harbor of East Dubuque, Illinois; EXECUTIVE MANSION, January 19, 188 - = 
which was read a first and second time, referred to the Committee on REMOVAL OF SNOW AND ICE IN THE DIST! 
Commerce, and ordered to be printed. ee ee a a a 
JOSEPH P. MATTHEWS the Presidentof the United States; which was reterred to the ¢ tte 
Mr. RAY, by unanimous consent, from the Committee on Invalid | on Appropriations, and ordered to be printed 
Pensions, reported back with a favorable recommendation the bill (H. | 7 the Senate and House of Representatives 
R. 6383) granting a pension to Joseph P. Matthews; which was rejerred I transmit herewith for the consideration of Congress a cor 
to the Committee of the Whole House on the Private Calendar, and es ie tag os! bade ated = pag bene soe + pao a gh 
ordered to be printed. bu «A eda grounds a dhiicelay, enetnerthe innportance ot an - , fiat + | 
JULIUS M. CARRINGTON priation of $1,000 for removing snow and ice from the walks ane puaveme 
On motion of Mr. TOWNSEND, of Ohio, by unanimous consent, leave | 204 Ground the various public reservations under his control during 
was given to withdraw from the files of the House the papers of Lieu iepi ne . CHESTER A. ARTHU 
tenant Julius M. Carrington. EXECUTIVE MANSION, January 19, 188 
MESSAGE FROM THE SENATE. FORT CAMERON, UTAIL TERRITORY 
A message irom the Senate, by Mr. SYMPSON, one of its clerks, in- The SPEAKER also laid before the House the following message trom 
formed the House that the Senate had passed, with amendments in | the President of the | nited States; which was referred to the Commit 
which the concurrence of the House was requested,the bill (Hl. R. 7049) | tee on Military Affairs, and ordered to be printed 
making appropriations for the service of the Post-Office Department for | 7 the Senate and House of Represe 
the fiscal vear ending June 30, 1884, and for other purposes. _i transmit herewith for the consideration of ‘ rica 
the Secretary of War, dated the ISth instant imext te Vv of r 
ENROLLED BILL SIGNED. port of the Adjutant-General respecting the m ry reservation of Fort ¢ 
Mr. ALDRICH, trom the Committee on Enrolled Bills, reported that poe hor pen aap Crees ic s26 sar adeya al ™ rie bath gry one tah yas 
the committee had examined and found truly enrolled a bill of the fol- | needed for military purposes 
lowing title; when the Speaker signed the same: CHESTER A. ATCPITT 
A bill (S. 422) for the relief of George W. Mahet BERCUSIVE SARSION, van Sinai 
INDIAN LANDS FOR NORTHERN PACIFIC RAILKOA 
CATHARINE BULLARD rhe SPEAKER also laid before the House the foll ae 
Mr. PEELLE, by unanimous consent, introduced a bill (H.R. 7335) | 4). ~esec ergar aaa | ren er irediaagack erage = sais a ihe d , 
granting a pension to Catharine Bullard; which was read a first and | yo. on Indian “ aritiaghcann ster aaie Sed Tanga Serie 
second time, referred to the Committee ov Invalid Pensions, and ordered | “°° °? *2° aga We: pn — 
to be printed. ci : esse she. oN Rf 
SECTION 2603 OF REVISED STATUTES dels Gf a SAE tied potetediarine guners bo ne 
Mr. RICE, of Ohio, by unanimous consent, introduced a bill (HL. R. | with the confederated tribes of Flathead, Koot UUpper | 
7336) to amend section 2603 of the Revised Statutes of the United States; ee ais Wesdieae Wacile Maltened and tommak pares. hondhennccr nn 
which was read a first and second time, referred to the Committee on | ation for carrying the same into eff 
Commerce, and ordered to be printed. Phe subject is presented for the consi Rule : : _— 
POST-OFFICE APPROPRIATION BIL! EXECUTIVE MANsIon, Ja 19 
Mr. HISCOCK. Lask that the bill (IH. R. 7049) making appropria Phe motion of Mr. ROBESON was then agreed to; and aceordin 
tions for the service of the Post-Office Department for the fiscal year | 5 o'clock p. m.) the TLouse adjourned 
ending June 30, 1884, and for other purposes, with amendments by the 
Senate, be taken from the Speaker’s table; and I move that the bill and PETITIONS. ET 
amendments be referred to the Committee on Appropriations and ; ide ; 
printed. Ihe followi1 yp tion und paper Were ald on i { 
The motion was agreed to. - ‘the SI E \ co The tah rg wWlopted by the Ohio> 
THE LATE HON, J. ‘I. UPDEGRAFP. of Agriculture, protesting against any reduction of the duty « ’ 
Mr. J. D. TAYLOR. Task unanimous consent that Tuesday, Feb- | to the Committee on Ways and Means 
ruary 6, at 2 o’clock, be assigned as the time for appropriate remarks on Also, the resolutions adopted by the Illinois Bar Asso 
the memory of the late Hon. Jonathan T. Updegraff | the passage of bill to establish an intermediate ceurt of ap; 
There was no objection, and it was so ordered. Committee on the Judiciary 
LOUISIANA JUDICIAL DISTRICTS. By Mr. G. R. DAVIS: The resolutions adopted by the Clicage Board 
Mr. ELLIS. I ask that the bill (S. 1963) to attach the parishes of of Trade, recommending <x a rand “y i bu — apne ah ets ae 
Saint Mary and Iberia, in the State of Louisiana, to the western judi- mediate passage of the Sherman bill ap reecaiteaiaae a _ linia i 
cial district of Louisiana, be taken from theSpeaker’s table and referred | Peti0d on spirits—to the Committee on Ways and Meat — 
to the Committee on the Judiciary. _ Also, papers relating to the pension claim of A. H. Germer—to thy 
There was no objection; and the bill was taken from the Speaker's Committee on Invalid Pension 
table, read a first and second time, and referred to the Committee on By Mr. ELLIS: Memorial of commercial organizations and mer 


chants of New Orleans, praying for the establishment of a light-ship at 


the Judiciary. 
A Cape Hatteras—to the Committee on Commerce 


SHERMAN C. PERRY. 
Mr. BEACH, by unanimous consent, introduced a bill (H. R. 7337) 
for the relief of Sherman C. Perry; which was read a first and second | Columbia River—to the same committe 
time, referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions, and ordered tobe | py Mr. KASSON: ‘The 


printed. Des Moines, Iowa, for the passage of the Senate substitute for bill H 


THOMAS MULVEHILL. R. 5656—to the Committee on Ways and Means. 
The SPEAKER laid before the House the following message from the By Mr. R. M. MCLANE: The petition of William H. Perotand other 


petition of George HL. Maish and others, of 


| By Mr. GEORGE: The petition of the Vortland (Oregon) Board ot 
| Trade, for an appropriation for the improvement of the mouth of the 


‘ 
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of Baltimore, Maryland, for damages on account of unlawful seizure and 
detention of sundry cargoes of sugar by the Treasury Department—to 
the Committee on Appropriations. 

By Mr. MORRISON: The petition of J. B. Brewster & Co. and 18 
others, manufacturers, for the repeal of the duty on spring-steel—to the 
Committee on Ways and Means. 

By Mr. MORSE: Papers relating to the claim of Lieutenant W. F. 
Rice—to the Committee on Claims. 

by Mr. ONEILL: The petition of the Philadelphia Board of Under- 
writers, and of vessel-owners, merchants, masters, and pilots of vesselsof 
Philadelphia, relative to gas-lighted buoys—severally to the Commit- 
tee on Appropriations. 

By Mr. PAUL: The petition of members of the faculty of the Uni- 
versity of Virginia, for an appropriation for educational purposes—to 
the Committee on Education and Labor. 

By Mr. PETTIBONE: The petition of Mrs. Jennette McLelland, for 
a pension—to the Committee on Invalid Pensions. 

By Mr. REAGAN: The petition of L. T. Fullerand others, of Robert- 
son County, Texas, protesting against an increase of duty on tin-plates, 
&c.—to the Committee on Ways and Means. 

By Mr. R. W. TOWNSHEND: Paper relating to the pension claim of 
David Sneed—to the Committee on Invalid Pensions, 

By Mr. VANCE: The petition of J. W. Nash and 50 others, for the 
establishment of a mail-route from Sandy Mush to Pigeon River, North 
Carolina—to the Committee on the Post-Office and Post-Roads. 

by Mr. WARD: The petition of iron-workers of Parksburgh, Chester 
County, Pennsylvania, protesting against reduction of tariff duties—to 
the Committee on Ways and Means. 

By Mr. C. G. WILLIAMS: The petition of Jacob Walrath and 8&3 
others, citizens of Rock County, Wisconsin, for the abolition of the tax 
on tobacco, cigars, &c.—to the same committee. 


The following petitions for a reduction of the duty on sugar were 
presented and referred to the Committee on Ways and Means: 

By Mr. KASSON; Of J. H. Eno and 74 others, of Warren County, 
and of J. H. Clark and 46 others, of Wayne County, Iowa. 

By Mr. PETTIGREW: Of Benjamin Sammens and 33 others, of 
Grand Forks; of Keenan & Moore and 47 others, of Casselton; and of 
Frank Anders and 20 others, of Fort Ransom. 

By Mr. C.G. WILLIAMS: Of J. H. Sabin and 48 others, of Wilmot, 
Wisconsin. 


SENATE. 
MONDAY, January 22, 1883. 


The Senate met at 11 0’clock a.m. Prayer by the Chaplain, Rev. 
J. J. Buttock, D. D. 
The Journal of proceedings of Saturday last was read and approved. 
CHEROKEE INDIAN LANDS, 


The PRESIDENT pro tempore laid before the Senate the following 
message from the President of the United States; which was referred 
to the Committee on Indian Affairs, and ordered to be printed: 

To the Senate and House of Representatives : 

i transmit herewith a communication dated the 18th instant, from the Secre- 
ary of the Interior, with accompanying papers. in relation to the request of the 
Cherokee Indians, in the Indian Territory, for payment for lands in that Terri- 
tory west of the ninety-sixth degree west longitude, the cession of which to the 


United States for the settlement of friendly Indians thereon is provided for in 
the sixteenth article of the treaty of July 19, 1866. 

CHESTER A. ARTHUR. 
EXECUTIVE MANSION, January 20,1883, 


PETITIONS AND MEMORIALS, 


Mr. PENDLETON presented the memorial of W. G. Hyndman & 
Co., Scott & Co., Swift's Iron and Steel Works, Licking Rolling Mill 
Company, Globe Rolling Mill Company, James F. Hazen & Co. , Lowry 
Hardware Company, and eight other firms of Cincinnati, Ohio, protest- 
ing against a discriminating duty in favor of tin-plate, and in favor of a 
duty of 2) cents per pound on tin-plates and that in no case the duty 
be less than 2.2 cents, as recommended by the Tariff Commission; which 
was ordered to lie on the table. 

Mr. HALE presented a memorial of citizens of Maine, remonstrating 
against any reduction of the present duty on anchovies and sardines, 
packed in oil or otherwise, in tin boxes, as embraced in Schedule G of 
the report of the Tariff Commission; which was ordered to lie on the 
table. 

Mr. FRYE. I present a petition of the governor of Maine, the mem- 
bers of the council, and nearly all the members of the Legislature of 
Maine, in favor of the bill now before the Senate Committee on Pen- 
sions increasing the pensions of soldiers who lost a leg or an arm in the 


service. I move the reference of the petition to the Committee on Pen- | 


sions. 
The motion was agreed to. 





| Mr. LAPHAM. I present a memorial adopted by the convention of 
| cider and cider-vinegar makers and fruit-growers of Western New York. 
| held at Rochester, protesting against the passage of what is termed the 
| ** storekeepers’ bill,’’ and in favor of the unconditional repeal of the lay 
| authorizing the manufacture of vinegar in distilleries; which I move 
| lie on the table. 

The motion was agreed to. 

Mr. PLATT presented the petition of F. R. Scoville and others, to- 
bacco dealers of Torrington, Connecticut, praying the allowance of a re- 
bate equal to any reduction that may be made in the tax on tobacco and 
| its manufactures; which was ordered to lie on the table. 

Mr. CAMERON, of Pennsylvania. Mr. President, I present the pe- 
tition of M. H. Eckerd and other workingmen, employés of Woodward 
& King, of Steelton, Dauphin County, Pennsylvania; the petition of 
David Miles and other workingmen, employés of the Thorndale Iron 
Works, of Thorndale, Chester County, Pennsylvania; the petition of 
Charles B. Watson and other workingmen, employés of Ferguson, White 
& Co., of Robesonia Furnaces, Berks County, Pennsylvania; the petition 
of H. A. Brady and other workingmen, employés of Newgold, Scheide 
& Co. (rolling-mill), of Bristol, Pennsylvania; the petition of E. P. 
White and other workingmen, employés of Hussey, Barnes & Co., of 
Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania; the petition of Lewis R. Hampton and other 
workingmen, employés of the Parkesburgh Iron Company, of Parkes- 
burgh, Chester County, Pennsylvania; the petitionof David Griffy and 
other workingmen, employésof Valentine & Co., iron-workers, of Belle- 
fonte, Centre County, Pennsylvania; the petition of William M. Weaver 
and other workingmen, employés of the Macungie Iron Company, of 
Macungie, Lehigh County, Pennsylvania; the petition of E. Oscar 
Hampton and other workingmen, employés of George V. Cresson, shatt- 
ing-maker, of Philadelphia, Pennsylvania; the petition of F. Kilheffer 
and other workingmen, employés of the Harrisburgh Nail Works, ot 
Fairview, Cumberland County, Pennsylvania; the petition of Henry C. 
Fish and other workingmen, employés of Lindsay & McCutchen, Star 
Iron Works, of Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania; the petition of Daniel Wiland 
and other workingmen, employés of McCoy & Linn, Milesburgh Iron 
Works, of Milesburgh, Centre County, Pennsylvania; the petition of 
Daniel K. Rettew and other workingmen, employés of the Susquehanna 
Iron Company, Columbia, Pennsylvania; the petition of W. C. Fownes 
and other workingmen, employés of William Clark & Co., Solar Iron 
Works, of Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania; the petition of Mahlen Miller 
and other workingmen, employés of iron-workers at Blanden, Berk’s 
County, Pennsylvania; the petition of Samuel McClure and other work- 
ingmen, employés of the Stewart Iron Company, of Sharon, Mercer 
County, Pennsylvania; the petition of William McGurk and other work- 
ingmen, employés of H. Lloyd, Son & Co., Kensington Iron Works, of 
Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania; and the petition of L. Crater and other work- 
ingmen, employés of William MelIlvain & Sons (rolling-mill), of Read- 
ing, Pennsylvania. The petitioners respectfully set forth the following 
facts: 


In common with other workingmen they have been prepared to aequiesce in the 
schedules of duties on foreign products recommended by the Tariff Commission, 
although not approving of all of the provisions of the schedules—their princi- 
pal reason for accepting the schedules arising from a strong desire to see the 
tariff question settled upon a basis that would offer some hope of permanence, 
and that would also offer some hope of stability to the industries of the country. 

They have, however, viewed with alarm the effects upon general business of 
the mere proposition of the commission to reduce duties, and of the widespread 
apprehension that Congress may go even further in the work of reduction than 
the commission has recommended, and they point to the recent stoppage of mills 
and factories and workshops, to the enforced idleness of many workingmen, 
to the shrinkage in values and the decline in prices, to the largely increased num- 
ber of financial failures, to the tendency toward lower wages for labor, to the 
hesitation of capital to engage in new enterprises, and to the withholding of 
orders for supplies by railroad companies and other great corporations, as con- 
clusive proofs of the See condition of many of our leading industries and 
of the great shock which our whole industrial system has experienced. 

They believe that this serious and threatening condition of our industrial in- 
terests can only be changed and confidence and prosperity be restored to the 
country by the firm refusal of Congress at its present session to do anything 
that will tend to increase the importation of foreign goods, or that will make 
competition between the manufacturers of this country and of other countries 
for the supply of our markets so severe that the wages of American working- 
men must be still further and permanently reduced. 

They call special attention to the large importations of iron and steel which 
have taken place during the past year, and ask that they may receive the careful 
consideration of Senators and Representatives in connection withthe proposed 
changes in the duties on these products. The large importations referred to oc- 
curred in a year of low prices in our own country, and when our capacity for 
| the production of iron and steel of every description was fully equal to the de- 
| mand, and also when our iron and steel markets were wholly free from all abnor- 
| mal excitement, and they show that the present duties on ironand steel are not 
only not prohibitory, but that they are in some instances not sufficiently protect- 
ive of the capital and labor engaged in their domestic production. In some 
cases they are not so high as it was the manifest intention of Congress to impose, 
and in these cases the Tariff Commission, in recommending an increase of duties, 
has aimed simply to correct erroneous decisions by the Treasury Department 
and the courts. Duties, therefore, should not be seriously decreased on any arti- 
cles of iron or steel, and they should be increared on tin-plates, steel-wire rods, 
steel-blooms, pig-iron, cotton-ties, and all ‘‘non-enumerated” articles. To de- 
crease the duties on many iron and steel products which could be named could 
only result in an increase of importations, and a consequent increase of revenue, 
, or else in a great reduction of wages, to be followed by general distress and dis- 
content, 

The workingmen whose names are appended therefore pray that Congress will 
adopt no lower rates of duties on any foreign manufactured products than are 
| recommended by the Tariff Commission; and they further pray that Senators 
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snd Representatives, in this crisis of our manufacturing industries which have 
done so much to develop the resources of the country and to increase and extend 


CONGRESSIONAL RECORD—SENATE. 


| 
| 


its prosperity, will take counsel of the experience of the past, which tellsa warn- | 


ing story of the effects upon American industries of a too ready acceptance of the 
economic views of our foreign rivals. 

I move that these petitions lie on the table. 

The motion was agreed to. 

Mr. CAMERON, of Pennsylvania, presented the memorial of the 
Franklin Institute of the State of Pennsylvania for the Promotion of 
the Mechanic Arts, remonstrating against the transfer of the United 
States Coast and Geodetic Survey from the Treasury to the Navy De- 
partment; which was referred to the Committee on Commerce. 

He also presented the petition of Peter Wright & Sons and others, 
ship-owners, merchants, masters, and pilots of vessels, of Philadelphia, 
Pennsylvania, and a petition of ship-owners, merchants, masters, pilots 
of vessels, and representatives of marine insurance companies, of Phil- 
adelphia, Pennsylvania, favoring a liberal appropriation for the intro- 
duction of a system of gas-lighted buoys along our coast and inland 
waters; which were referred to the Committee on Commerce. 

He also presented the petition of Dr. J. 8. Johnson and 24 others, 
citizens of Bucks County, Pennsylvania, and the petition of Jesse Mer- 
rill and 80 others, citizens of Clinton County, Pennsylvania, praying 
for the passage of a bill increasing the pension of soldiers who lost an 
arm or leg in the service of the Government; which were referred to the 
Committee on Pensions. 

Mr. BAYARD presented the petition of S. Matthews and 6& others, 
citizens of Delaware, praying for the passage of a law to prevent rail- 
way discriminations; which was referred to the Committee on Com- 
merce. 

Mr. HOAR presented the memorial of the Phoenix Plate Company 
and other dealers and manufacturers of black tagger-iron as raw ma- 
terial, of Worcester, Massachusetts, remonstrating against the increase 
of duty on that article proposed by the Tariff Commission; which was 
ordered to lie on the table. 

Mr. PLATT presented the petition of John Clary and 122 citizens of 
New Britain, Connecticut, asking for national aid to common schools; 
which was ordered to lie on the table. 


REPORTS OF COMMITTEES. 
Mr. HAWLEY. TheCommittee on Civil Service and Retrenchment, 
to whom was referred the joint resolution (S. R. 96) relative to schools 
of medical practice in the United States and the graduates thereof, and 
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Mr. GARLAND This is a bill trom the 


House. 
The PRESIDEN r pro te mi pore No bill for the re het of political dis- 
abilities is ever reported unless it is asked for. 
The bill was reported to the Senate without amendment, ord 
x third reading, read the third time, 


Che petition is on file. 


red to 
and passed (two-thirds of the 


| Senators present voting therefor 
| 


BILLS INTRODUCED 


Mr. MORGAN asked and, by unanimous consent, obtained leave to 
introduce a bill (8. 2406) to amend the law as to the issue of postag: 
penalty envelopes to certain public officers; which was read twice by its 


| title, and referred to the Committee on Post-Offices: and Post-Roads 


certain memorials and petitions on the subject, have instructed me to | 
report that in their opinion the matter belongs rather to the Committee 


on Military Affairs; and the Committee on Civil Service and Retrench- 
ment ask to be discharged from the further consideration of the subject, 
and that the joint resolution and accompanying papers may be referred 
to the Committee on Military Affairs. 

The report was agreed to. 

Mr. BLAIR. I am instructed by the Committee on Education and 
Labor, to whom was referred the joint resolution (S. R. 109) presenting 
the thanks of Congress to John F. Slater for a bequest of $1,000,000 to 


Mr. CALL asked and, by unanimousconsent, obtained leave to intro- 
duce a bill (S. 2407) to confirm the title of Eliza Stanly and her heirs 
to certain lands; which was read twice by itstitle, and referred to the 
Committee on Publie Lands. 

Mr. PLATT.  Lask leave without previous notice to introduce a bill 
to authorize the Postmaster-General to extend the free delive ry of let 
ters, and I desire to call the attention of the Post-Oflice Committee to 
the bill. I donot see any member of the committce present except the 
Senator from Colorado { Mr. Hint ]. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore 
acting chairman of the committee. 

By unanimous consent, leave was granted to introduce a bill (S. 2408) 
to authorize the Postmaster-General to extend the tree delivery of let 
ters; which was read twice by its title, and referred to the Committec 
on Post-Ottices and Post-Roads. 

Mr. PLUMB asked and, by unanimous consent, obtained leave to in 
troduce a bill (S. 2409) granting a pension to Alexander Montgomery ; 
which was read twice by its title, and referred to the Committee on 
Pensions. 


The Senator from Colorado is the 


PROPOSED EVENING SESSIONS 


Mr. MORRILL. 1 nowask the Senate to take up the resolution sub 
mitted by me on the 19th instant in relation to a daily recess. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore The resolution will be read 

The Acting Secretary read the resolution, as tollows: 


Resolved, That on and after Monday 


recess from 5} o'clock p.m. to 7 


January 22, the Senate will take a daily 


o clock p.m. until otherwise ordered 
The PRESIDENT pro tempore 
resolution. 
Mr. MORRILL. Mr. President, | bring this resolution up at the 
suggestion of several Senators in order that we may determine whether we 


he question is on agreeing to the 


| are to make any earnest effort to go through with the revenue bill at the 


be appropriated for the benefit of the colored race in this country, to | 


report it back without amendment and to recommend its passage. | 
ask that the accompanying report may be printed, and I give notice 
that I shall call up the joint resolution at an early day. 

The report was ordered to be printed. 

Mr. LOGAN, from the Committee on the Judiciary, to whom was 
referred the bill (S. 2262) for the regulation of telegraph and cable 
companies, reported it with amendments. 

Mr. MORRILL. I am directed by the Committee on Finance, to 
whom was referred the bill (S. 1632) to provide for paying certain ad- 
vances made to the United States by the States of Maryland and Vir- 
ginia, to report it back and ask to have it referred to the Committee on 
Claims. If there is any basis at all, as I do not believe there is, for 
the bill, it should go to the Committee on Claims. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The Committee on Finance will be 
discharged from the further consideration of the bill, and it will be re- 
ferred to the Committee on Claims, if there be no objection. 

Mr. PLUMB, from the Committee on Public Lands, to whom was re- 
ferred the bill (8. 1058) to prevent the unlawful occupation of the public 
lands, asked to be discharged from its further consideration, and that 
it be postponed indefinitely, which was agreed to; and he reported a bill 
(S. 2405) to prevent the unlawful occupation of the public lands; which 
was read twice by its title. 

FRANCIS H. SMITH, SR. 

Mr. GARLAND. 
consideration the bill (H. R. 7330) to remove the disabilitiesof Francis 
H. Smith, sr., of Virginia, and direct me to report the same back with- 
out amendment, and with a recommendation that it pass. It is a unani- 
mous report, and I presume there will be no objection to it. I ask for 
the present consideration of the bill. 

By unanimous consent, the Senate, as in Committee of the Whole, pro- 
ceeded to consider the bill. 

Mr. FRYE. Was the removal of disabilities asked for? 


The Committee on the Judiciary have had under | 


present session. It is very important that we should have a little more 
time, and we must either begin immediately after the morning busi 
ness and continue late every day or we must take a recess from the 
usual hour of adjournment until some hour in the evening. The reso 
lution proposes to take a recess from 54 o'clock until 7) o'clock 

It is sometimes asserted by many Senators that the revenue bill undet 
consideration does not make any reduction on the tarifl I wish not to 
make an argument, but to present the facts as to the reduction pro 
posed by the bill which we have reported below the present existing 
tariff. I think I can satisty the Senate and the country that we have 
proposed very radical reductions from beginning to end; and I will read 
them so that the Senate may understand precisely what we are about 


Reductions effected by proposed tariff 
Geiatine 


Soap 
Before even the amendment of the Senator from North Carolina {| Mi 
VANCE] was made it was 546,168 


Castor-beans 


Before the amendment of the Senator from Kansas [Mr. PLUMB] it 
was $14.33 
Castor-beans 4, bb 
Licorice paste OM 
Hemp-seed and rape-seed oil aD 
Artificial mineral waters 3718 
Whiting , 15, $02 
Potash, nitrate of, crude 8. ORO 
Potash, nitrate of, refined 197 
Soda, caustic 254, 305 


These are estimates based upon the importations of last year, Suppos 
ing that the importations were to be the same for the coming year. 


Coal-tar 
Aniline colors 


$2, 951 
551, 932 

Which the Senate even reduced very considerably from the figures 
that were presented in the bill. 


Ultramarine ; $0. 067 
Essential oils, & 181,177 
Medicinal preparations ‘ 18,714 
Barks, beans, berries, & 5, O80 
Slate, &c 4.577 
Potato starch 8,731 
Rice starch . 14,645 
Rice, cleaned 158,144 


Rice, uncleaned 3, O93 
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I may say in passing that I do not think the duties ought to have 
been reduced either upon rice or upon potato starch. 
Sardines, quarter boxes 
Sardines, other forms. 

Salmon 
Vinegar 
Raisins : 
Fruits, preserved 
Almonds : 
Almonds, shelled 
Mustard, ground, 
Spool-thre ad neese eocesenceeuenectes 
Brown and bleached linens 
Cotton | 
Books, &c ‘ o 
Manufactures of paper 
Alabaster, &c 
Baskets, &c.. 
Blacking 
Bone, ivory, & 
Bonnets, hats, &c 
NID ance nnsiunnbiaibaoaié 
a ee saboeadedionaeneenns 
Buttons and button Molas.....cscosssreccvesecscsscesessoncestocsseses 
Clocks, & : 
ELE LIE LEE EEE DERE LTE AD “ 





3,375 
29, 615 
6,015 


emery ore 

Emery grains. 

Galloons, laces, &c 

Floor-matting 

ur, articles of 

Horse-hair and hair of all kinds 

Hemp-seed and rape-seed...................+ 
India-rubber manufactures............... 

Inks... es : 

Jet.... : 

Calf-skins, &c. i lites ae ‘ 
Manufactures of leather, not otherwise provided for 
Musical instruments... dervisinaeniy taptatep minaammpiein eumelanin. 
Osier or willow. 

Papier-meché.................. 

Pipes and smokers’ articles 

Plants, shrubs, && 

Pencils of lead 

Salt... innstniets : ieepuansoniunaies 

Rattans and reeds ,................06+ 

Stone, undressed.......... 

Umbrellas, &c .... 

| 


That, however, the committee corrected and put upon another sched- 
ule, so that there will be no reduction on hay. 
Pulp 

Asafootida 

SR evececvesceseoes once 

Cinnamon and cloves............. 

Lemon and lime juice ........... 

Mace : . 

Nutmegs......... 
Orange oil 
Pepper, unground 

Pimento, unground ; ; : 

Acid: Benzoie, carbolic, sulphuric, and other 
Magnesia, carbonate of 

Drugs, crude, and lyes 


$2, 492 
1,373 


Copaiba, balsam of 

Arrowroot : : 
Fruit: Bananas, pineapples, plantains, &c 
Macaroni and vermicelli,........ 

Parchment 


3,121 
. 192,042 
57,559 


3,023 
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Then on iron, wool and woolens, cotton, and silks there is also avery | 
conspicuous and large reduction, amounting to several million dollars | 
on each, | suppose. 

Mr. HARRIS. 
statement is based upon the action of the Committee on Finance? 

Mr. MORRILL. I had the clerk of the Committee on Finance to go 
through the items for my own information, and state the reduction on 
each article. 

Mr. HARRIS. LL ask is the statement based upon the action of the 
committee upon the bill reported by the Committee on Finance? 

Mr. MORRILL. It is, with the exception of some three or four 
amendments which have been since proposed. 

Mr. HARRIS. Does the memoranda contain a statement of the arti- 
cles upon which duties have been increased, and an estimate of the in- 
crease of revenues which will result? 

Mr. MORRILL. It does not; but I do not remember that we have 
proposed to increase the rate of duty upon any article of any importance 
above what has been proposed by the Tariff Commission. 

Mr. DAVIS, of West Virginia. May I ask the Senator what is the 
total amount of reduction ? 

Mr. MORRILL. I have notaddedit up. I made an estimate of the 
amount in my opening remarks upon the subject. 

Mr. DAVIS, of West Virginia. I wish to ask another question. 


The statement, I believe, does not include the reduction on internal 
revenue. 


I should like to ask the Senator from Vermont if this | 
| 





Mr. MORRILL. Notat all. I have merely made this statement in 
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order to disabuse the minds of some Senators that the bill instead of 
reduction of duties proposed an absolute increase. That is a gross mis. 
statement. 

Mr. DAWES. Did not the Senator give that before ? 

Mr. MORRILL. I did in my opening remarks. 

Mr. ALLISON. I wish to ask the Senator from Vermont what his 
estimate now is on sugar as the bill has finally been agreed upon ? 

Mr. MORRILL. I have not carefully computed it and am not ready 
yet to make an estimate. It is a very considerable reduction, and pos- 
sibly more of a reduction than it was when the bill was reported. 

I merely make these remarks in order that if the Senate is disposed 
to go on and go through the revenue bill they will give us the neces- 
sarytime. Either we must take up the bill immediately afterthe morn- 
ing hour and continue to a late hour through the day or we must have 
a recess ifit is proposed to do any other business at this session in con 
nection with the subject of taxation and the tariff. 

Mr. BAYARD. Mr. President, I shall vote with great pleasure for 
any proposition that is to have the effect of bringing to some practical 
conclusion the tariff measure now before the Senate. I do not expect 
that that bill at the present session shall be such as I individually 
would draft or with the whole of whose provisions I should be at al! 
content; but I believe it is wise and right that a step should be taken, 
even though a short step, in favor of reform in our system of tariff tax- 
ation, and far more in the simplification of our system of duties than 
in the bare nominal reduction. 

Iam perfectly aware that a great deal of the reduction suggested 
will prove illusory, for the reason that already in many cases the duties 
are so high that they are prohibitory at present rates, and the reduc 
tion, although apparently liberal, still leaves the duties at prohibitory 
rates. As it matters very little to a man whether he is to be drowned 
in fifteen or twenty feet of water, just so I hold that if you have a tax 
as we have to-day exorbitantly high upon a great many commodities 
you can not by reducing it 15 or 20 per cent. bring it down to a point 
of material relief; the increase of revenue under it will be nothing 
So I say to my friend from Vermont that so far from believing that the 
reductions in the bill according to the table he has just read, which has 
been so carefully prepared, will lead to a reduction in revenue, I believe 
they will lead to an increase of revenue, obviously so. A prohibitory 
duty excludes revenue; you lower it, and revenue takes the place of 
prohibition. 

The table which has been prepared I think will prove entirely illu 
sory, andso far from diminishing the amount that comes into the Treasury 
it will increase the amount. But I believe there will be a relief other- 
wise to the tax-paying people of this country, who while they may pay 
to-day no apparent revenue yet do the same thing to them in paying 
an enhanced price for all that they use. Therefore there will be relict, 
although it will not come under the figures and under the suggestions 
proposed by the Senator from Vermont. 

Now, sir, as to the practical question; desiring, as I do, and expect 
ing to prove my faith by works in theshape of votes, that a bill shal! 
pass the Senate as soon as practicably it can be done, effecting some 
reformation and an improvement, or certainly a change in the existing 
tariff system, I wish to give all the time that I think can be economi- 
cally bestowed by the Senate upon it. Shall we advance that by having 
night sessions? I putitto the experience of gentlemen who have served 
here for many years whether, after all, you can count upon night ses- 
sions securing the presence of a quorum of the Senate, whether you can 
work from 11 o’elock in the morning until 5 o’clock in the afternoon 
in an attentive and careful manner, and then, adjourning for two hours, 
come back and work for three or four more hours at night? Ido not 
believe there is any other class of labor in the country where such a dis- 
tribution of the working time would be thought efficient. I see before 
me a great many men who are professional men, whose duty it is to 
work zealously and closely at professional work, and they can best say 
whether they can not do more efficient work by a continuous session 
than by breaking it up with an interval of two hours and coming back 
to start it anew. 

After all, our work has got to be performed imperfectly by men with 
only the average amount of physical endurance and of brain power; and 
whether you can work, as is proposed by the Senator from Vermont, 
upon this subject for some eight hours out of the twenty-four, and 
whether you will produce beneficial results from that kind of labor, | 
take leave respectfully to doubt. 

I think it would be wiser for us to take up this bill immediately upon 
the meeting of the Senate, after the expiration of the half-hour neces- 
sary for the formal business of the morning hour, which, as we all know, 
is exceedingly small at this period of a short session, at the close of a 
Congress, and sit steadily through until our adjournment, giving close 
attention to the bill. I believe farmore would be accomplished by doing 
that than by coming back here at night to find a scattered handful of 
men assembling at 7 o’clock and postponing a vote upon important 
measures for want of a quorum, with a general sense of lassitude and 
fatigue pervading almost everybody in the Senate Chamber. Therefore 
I submit to my honorable friend from Vermont whether it would not 
be well not just now to adopt this motion for night sessions? 

I would state further that I believe where the consideration of any 
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important subject is pending before the Senate embraced in the tariff | tor from Lowa, the chairman of the Committee on Appropriations, that 
discussion, we had better sit a half-hour, an hour, or more than that | we should commence the consideration of this bill immediately after 


later for the purpose of getting through it; and that there should be a | the morning business each morning, should be adopted 


eommon consent in the body that there is to be something done with 
this tariff question by the Senate at this session. That [ am warmly 
in favor of. Ido not expect that the bill to be passed will be entirely, 
to» me personally, satisfactory; but I expect to vote, if I can vote at 
this session, for a bill reforming more or less the present tariff. 

Mr. MORRILL. I shall be content with anything that will be likely 
to get through with this bill the present week. I am very anxious to 
oot through with the bill this week. 
~ Mr. HOAR. I wish to say one word, Mr. President. I think if this 
immense tariff bill fails to get through the Senate the present week, or 
at any rate so soon that it may ripen into a law at the present Con- 


| of the session until it is finished 


I think that 
this measure is of importance enough to postpone all the other business 
I think that no measure has been pro 
posed in Congress in the list ten years that it is so important to act upon 
and act upon speedily as the measure now under consideration — | be- 
lieve that is the sentiment ofthe country. Businessis stagnated through 
out the entire country while the consideration of this measure goes on, 


and I believe that the demand of the people is that we shall take it up 


immediately upon the assembling of Congress, to the exclusion of other 
business, and devote as many hours to 
Within the limits of physical endurance 


it as it is possible for us to do 
and theretore I hope that hoth 
the measure suggested by the chairman of the Finance Committee and 


gress, it will be one of the most significant evidences of the unfitness of | the proposition of the Senator from Delaware will be adopted 


these two branches as at present constituted for their great function of 
legislation that ever has been given in any parliamentary body whatever. 

In addition to the great reductions of taxes suggested by the honora- 
ble Senator from Vermont, it was not within the province of what he 
had to say to remind us of the great reduction of internal-revenue taxes 
which the same bill provides. Here is a measure which is to relieve 
this country of burdens to the amount of somewhere from thirty-five to 
fifty million dollars at least annually, upon which this body and the 
other House I believe are substantially agreed. 

Mr. LAPHAM. About seventy millions, [ would suggest to the 
Senator, including the internal revenue. 

Mr. HOAR. That depends partly on the question whether every re- 
duction of duty in the tariff is really a reduction of revenue. In many 
cases where the duties are reduced the revenue will be increased, and 
allowance should be made for that. 

Now, the difference is not between the reduction of internal revenue 


proposed by the bill and the present law; it is not between the reduced | portant enough to make the effort 


rates of duties on imports proposed by the bill and the present rates; the 
only question of dispute is that some Senators think we ought to go 
further than wedo go. The Senatorfrom North Carolina [ Mr. VANCE], 
the Senator from Kentucky [ Mr. Beck], and the Senator trom Delaware 
{Mr. BAYARD] wish perhaps graver and more serious reductions, great 
changes of public policy, and Senators on this side of the Chamber and 


some Senators on the other side of the Chamber differ with them: and | te: 


we are spending our time in those disputes when we are all agreed sub- 
stantially that at least this vast reduction ought to be made. 

If a tax bill should be brought in here containing simply these pro- 
visions upon which every member of the Committee on Finance was 
agreed, only differing as to whether they ought to go further, or if the 
leading representative men on the two sides of this Chamber divided 
politicaily should appoint two committees and those committees should 


| it does not involve 


I have letters from all portions of the country askin 
and act finally upon this subject. [think action is more important than 
the details of the bill. What the business men of the country want is 
that this matter shall be settled in some way 
interfere with it. 


er that we mav act, 


L trust that nothing will 
My short experience here has taught me that the two 
hours which we spend in the morning on miscellaneous bus 
to hinder the progress of important measures than we ourselves are aware 
of. We come here freshat L1o’clock: and we can do more business upon 
the tariff bill in the two hours following 11 o'clock than we can in any 
other two hours during the day. ; 


ess comore 


We can get along with the bill more 
during those two hours than during any other two hours of the day 
The etfect of spending an hour or two in miscellaneous business is to di 
vert our attention from the important matterin hand, to weary 


usund to 
hinder the progress of the measure. 1 think that we may not only take 


it up in the morning immediately after the morning business, but that 


| We may well devote two or three hours each evening to it It is im 
Mr. MORGAN Mr. President, the friendsof this bill are very anx 
ious, evidently, that progress shall be made with it, and to manifest 
that anxiety they generally occupy a couple of hours in discussing the 
best means of getting forward with it, particularly in cutting off other 
persons who are opposed to the bill or want to learn anything about it 


from any opportunity to find out what is in the minds of 
or in the mind of anybody else about this bill 
I intend to vote for this resolution to come back 


the commit 


ulter night and stay 
as long as the Senator from Vermont wants us to do it, my reason be 
ing that I want some chance to transact other busine Which, though 


as many millions of dollars as are supposed to be in 
is still entitled to the attention of Congr Phe 
business may be of small importance in itself considered, but it is of 


the greatest possible importance to the people concerned, and i 


volved in this bill, 


is the 
make a schedule of those items on which they were unanimous, we | duty of the Government of the United States to extend to all of its citi 


should accomplish nearly everything in regard to the mere relief of pub 
lic burdens which the country demands. I donot mean by that that 
we should have agreed upon a policy or a system which our friends on 
the other side would consider in accordance with wise economical laws. 


Now, if we fail to do this thing because of our differences as to whether | that there should be some settlement of this tariff dispute. 


something else should or should not be done, we shall exhibit to the 


}all kinds of clamors coming up from various quarters 


zens a fair consideration in reference to the business they ask its atten 
tion to. 

Now, Mr. President 
said that the 


, the Senator from Connecticut who was last up 


business men of this country were exceedingly anxious 
here 
We 


are 


hear of 
country an example of incompetency and folly which I think none of | strikes in all directions among the large manufacturers of steel, &e 


us caring for the good name of the Senate or of Congress would desire 
to have exhibited. 

I shall therefore follow cheerfully the lead of my honorable friend 
from Vermont, whose lead I have almost always followed in public 
questions, in making this effort for night sessions. The Senator from 
Delaware says that the experience of professional men and of working- 
men is not in favor of such extraordinary labors, and that is true when 
you are speaking of the ordinary conduct of their professional life; but 
there are certain occasions when the doctor or the lawyer or the work- 
man sits up all night and has an extra labor which his frame would 
not bear if it were to be continued through the year. 

We are within six weeks of the ending of this Congress by the Con- 
stitution, and this work must be done all over again if we do not doit 
now. Therefore it is a time for an extraordinary effort and for those 
labors which tax the physical and the mental powers of men to perform 
-them to their utmost. The objection to sitting, as the Senator from 


| getting intoa great buzz about it. 


| 
| 


Delaware suggested, beginning this work as soon as the Journal is read, | 


is that that is the displacement of all the other important business of | of their views, which of course we must 


the Senate. Nothing from the Judiciary Committee, nothing upon the 


Calendar, nothing from the Committee on Foreign Relations, can be dealt 


with at all unless we have the morning hour. So I think the Senator 
from Vermont has chosen wisely; and I think the question whether 
Senators will come here in the evening and make a quorum, sacrificing 
their own personal ease for a few evenings during the remainder of this 


weck, is one of the most important questions, one which is to have a | 


great influence on the public satisfaction with Congress and on the pub- 
lic interest itself, which is more important than public satisfaction, in 
questions with which we are called upon to deal. 

Mr. PLATT. Mr. President, I shall very cheerfully vote for the res- 


sire to do more than that. I desire also that the suggestion of the 


| sented through the hands of one 


olution submitted by the chairman of the Finance Committee, but I de- | 


; We 
hear of great discontent among the operative population of the country. 
The farmers and the consumers are going along in a very quiet way. 
They know that whatever fate is to befall them they are to receive any 
how, and they bow their heads to it without any sort of protest, and so 
they are not getting very much aggravated or under any great anxiety 
about the progress of this bill 


The business men and the operatives 
in the vicinity of large 


manulacturing establishments are all at once 
I noticed that the honorable Senator 
from Pennsylvania [ Mr. CAMERON] this morning put in as many as 
twelve or fifteen of these patent outside or inside petitions, all printed 
on the same press and at the same time, and circulated as the expres 
sion of an intelligent view by the operatives in a large number of iron 
establishments in Pennsylvania in reference to the proper mann 
adjusting the tariffon iron. That is a flood of light coming in from 
these agitated operatives in Pennsylvania. They have got into a sud 
den state of frantic energy about the question of the regulation of the 
tariff, and they comprehend it all entirely and send us information here 


rot 


receive, because it is printed 
on a patent-inside paper and every petition is exactly alike. lour o1 
five or six thousand men can not possibly agree in the expression of 
their opinions through type in exactly the same identical language un 
less the conclusions at which they had arrived about a proper manne: 
of adjusting the tariff were so perspicuously uttered as that no human 
being of any common sense could deny that they were right 

Now, sir, the concurrence of so many mea on the same morning, pre 
Senator in the Senate of the United 
States upon a great proposition of remodeling or modifying the tariff, 
is one of the most striking incidents in American history. It shows 
the harmony and unity of opinion among our people; it shows the re 
markable breadth and depth of intelligence and experience and observ- 
ance, and it certainly brings a flood of light here which we are not pre 


Senator trom Delaware, supplementing the suggestion made by the Sena- | pared in any respect to disregard. 
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The business men are very much excited about this matter. How 
were they at the last session of Congress, and the session before that, 
and the session before that, and clear on back to 1870? They and the 
politicians here were very quiet during all the last session of Congress 
until after the two Houses had agreed upon a day for final adjourn- 
ment. Then a bill was sent to us from the House, called the little 
revenue bill, that did not touch the tariff at all, made no impression 
upon it, took no notice of it, which only concerned internal revenue. 
That bill was referred to the Committee on Finance, of which the Sen- 
ator from Vermont was then chairman, as he is now. He took it and 
reported it back, with some modifications, as an internal-revenue bill. 
It remained in this body for a very short time, when certain amend- 
ments, I think about thirty in number, were offered one fine morning 
to that bill, making the bill one affecting the tariff, and some of these 
amendments came from gentlemen from west of the Mississippi River. 
There was evidently trouble in the camp. There was a spasmodic 
enunciation on the part of the farmers and other laborers in the country 
west of the Mississippi River of a purpose to have certain amendments 
to the tariff laws to go along with the amendments proposed by the 
committee to the internal-revenue laws. 

Thereupon the honorable Senator from Vermont had his bill carried 
back to his committee, and there he revised it. He came back, the 
committee reporting favorably upon certain reductions of the tariff, some 
on sugar and some on other articles, thereby inaugurating in this billa 
tariff bill as well as an internal-revenue bill, and taking the very best 
means to prevent the passage of any bill whatever in reference to in- 
ternal revenue or in reference to tariff reduction. It was supposed that 
that report thus made and this small effort, this weak endeavor in the 
direction of a modification of the tariff, taken in connection with the 
fact that the Senate and the House had agreed to appoint a tariff com- 
mission, would be satisfactory to the clamors of the great body of the 
people of the United States. That was the calculation, and if the elec- 
tions in November had gone as the honorable Senator from New York 


[| Mr. MILLER] prophesied they would go, that the Southern States would | 


be sending up high-protective men to take the places of our men here 
who want moderate rates, and that the Northern States would come 
down with an immense avalanche of voted opinion in reference to raising 
higher duties rather than lowering them—ifthat prophecy made by the 
honorable Senator had been realized, we should not have had the privi- 
lege of voting upon any tariff bill whatever at this session of Congress. 

But all of their calculations and prophecies were reversed by the 
people; and no set of men in this world understand better than the 
honorable Senators on the other side of the Chamber, who are now up- 
holding a higher standard of tariff taxation than we have ever had be- 
fore, that the people of the United States demanded a thorough revision 
of this system. Sir, they feel it in every bone in their bodies, and men 
who love the luxuries of life and the enjoyments of society as well as 
others are here this morning found on the floor of the Senate protest- 
ing that they want to come back here after night for the purpose of 
working up this tariff that they themselves have put every obstacle in 
the way of and have devised every means for delaying. Now, let the 
world understand the canting hypocrisy which conveys upon its lips a 
boast of desire to remodel the tariff and compare it with the conduct 
which everlastingly prohibits any effort looking to an honest reduction 
of taxation, 

Mr. President, it is time that we had begun to understand that we 
represent an intelligent constituency and that they are sincere in their 
criticisms upon our conduct. They are not to be hoodwinked by pre- 
tenses of this kind; they will dig into the truth of this matter, and 
they will understand it. After they have got a tariff commission, 
which is no other than a packed jury; yes, a jury deliberately packed 
with men directly interested in the result, and picked for that purpose— 
after they have got the report of this packed jury and brought it before 
the Houses of Congress, they now desire that we shall accept the ver- 
dict of that jury without the right even to poll them and to ask them 
why it is they reported thus and so, and what personal or special inter- 
est they themselves had in the report which they submitted to the 
country. That partisan set of men were picked on purpose to doctor 
a tariff to be sent here, and after it gets here great agitation springs up 
among the operatives and among the monopolists of the country. They 
are said to be aroused and to be excited, and we must have the thing 
voted down our throats without examination and without care as to 
what may become of us, because they are clamorous for a final judg- 
ment on that verdict. 

Sir, it was remarked by the honorable Senator from Massachusetts 
that the other House were practically agreeing with us upon the bill 
that was reported from our Committee on Finance. I do not know 
how it appears that that is so unless it is by a comparison of the tariff 
bill which they reported with the tariff bill reported by the House com- 
mittee. If I am allowed to—— 

Mr. HOAR. Does the Senator refer to me in that connection ? 

Mr. MORGAN. Yes, sir. 

Mr. HOAR. Then he misunderstood me, 

Mr. MORGAN. I referred to the Senator. 

Mr. HOAR. What I said was that there was a vast reduction of in- 
ternal revenue and duties on imports, upon which every Senator, and 


I think everybody in the other House, was practically agreed; that our 

discussion, in which we were occupying time that endangered the pas- 

sage of any bill at all, grew out of contests as to whether we should yo 
| further, and I thought it would be a disgrace to our common sense. on 
both sides, if we failed to do what we agree ought to be done becaus: 
we could not agree as to something else. That was all. I did not 
speak of the House and Senate being agreed. . 

Mr. MORGAN. I inferred that if the other House or any portion of 
the other House had practically agreed upon any tariff measure what- 
ever which corresponded with the one we were trying to agree about 
the evidence of it must be derived from the action taken by the House 
on the bill they reported. 

Mr. HOAR. I said nothing on that subject. 
| Mr. MORGAN. I know the Senator did not, but I infer that that 
is the source of his information. He has, however, other sources of in- 
formation that I have no access to and no right to speak of. 

Mr. HOAR. Allow me to ask my friend a question, if he will par- 
don me. Ido not want to prolong this, because we are wasting th: 
hour, and I confess my share of it, and I ought not to waste any more 
myself; but does not the Senator from Alabama agree that every reduc- 
tion which has been agreed to by the Senate so far ought to be made 
both in the internal and external taxation? If he does, my point is 
why he and I can not go and do that which we have agreed on, which 
will accomplish thirty-five to fifty millions reduction at least, instead 
of spoiling all that by debating whether we ought not to go a good dea! 
further? That is my point. 

Mr. MORGAN. I agree to every reduction that has been made so 
far as the tariff itself is concerned; I would not commit myself upon 
the internal-revenue taxation, for I have some doubts about voting tor 
the reduction made in some parts of that. Ido not agree that those 
reductions have been suflicient to accomplish any public good. TI agree 
| with the Senator from Delaware that these reductions have merely 
| lowered the tariff upon a great many of the articles enumerated this 
morning by the Senator from Vermont down to the line of prohibition, 
so that the manufacturer will get all the benefit of the protection up to 
the rate which is prescribed, and the Treasury will be shut out from 
all benefit of revenue. 

There is a great deal open for discussion vnd a great deal that ought 
to be discussed about this tariff, but we are not to have the benefit of 
discussion if we can be deprived of it. The two Houses, it appears, 
are moving on somewhat parallel lines, neither of them agreeing en- 
tirely with the Tariff Commission about this matter. But what is to 
be the result? To-morrow, I understand, is the day fixed for taking up 
the tariff discussion in the House. Perhaps one day, or it may be two 
days, will be allowed for general debate there. Then the eléture will 
be applied to it. They will cut down debate then upon amendments 
or limit it perhaps to five minutes; and the tariff will be skimmed over 
in that way in the House of Representatives; and, not impeaching the 
wisdom of that body in the slightest degree, there will perhaps not be 
thirty men in that body by the time the tariff gets through who will 
understand its actual provisions, and that for the want of time to con- 
sider it, want of time to debate it and to have the facts that bear upon 
the various provisions brought to view. 

What is to be the result here? What is it that these Senators are so 
anxious about? It is simply this: This bill is to be legislated in a 
conference committee. The Senate of the United States and the House 
of Representatives are not to enact this law according to the ordinary 
forms of procedure, but it is expected that the House will prepare it- 
self upon its own bill and the Senate will prepare itself upon its own 
bill, and it will be an easy matter of comparison between the two bills 
as to the opinions fixed and settled by party divisions perhaps in the 
two Houses what the difference between them shall be, what the ground 
of agreement shall be. The Senator from Vermont I dare say wants 
to hustle his bill off out of this body into the hands of a conference 
committee in order that he may there have an opportunity of passing 
a measure which he does not wish to have debated in the Senate. 
Time is of the essence of the contract in that case. It is a great point 
| with them. I intend to give them all the time they wish, but at the 
| same time, so far as I am personally concerned, I intend to give them 
a fair opportunity for full debate. 

I noticed the reading of the list this morning of the reduction of taxes 
which the honorable Senator from Vermontsaid would be accomplished 
by the bill as reported by the committee and asalready amended in the 
Senate. You may take an old farmer of the South or of the West and 
sit him down by his dip-candle with his brass-bound spectacles, and 
let him look over that list, and by the time he has got it spelled through 
he will have ascertained that there is no benefit in the world in it to 
him, that he has been diligently overlooked, carefully excluded from 
all the provisions and all the benefits that are alleged to be derived 
to the country from that bill. He will find the tax reduced on toys 
| and dolls from Germany, and he will no doubt admire the emphasis, 
| he certainly would if he had heard it, with which the honorable Sen- 
/ator from Vermont announced the fact that there had been a large 
| reduction upon toys. He will find that a great many articles that 

are useful to the manufacturers and enable them to cheapen their proc- 
esses of manufacture have the tariff reduced upon them. But what did 
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the Senator have to say about iron andsteel and wool and cotton goods, | 
ready-made clothing, shoes, leather, matters of daily consumption—what 
is said about reduction of prices on things of this kind? Nothing. 
They have been forgotten, severely neglected. 

This wise and sagacions committee, looking over the broad field of 
taxation, forgot to make any provision for forty millions of people in 
their anxiety to make provision for ten. They have left out the big 
end of the subject in the scrutiny which they bestow upon the little 
end. Sir, they do not feel any responsibility to the real people of this 
country. Never shall we get a tariff which is just in its provisions, 
never will the Senate stop to consider the rights and welfare and interest 
of the real people of this country, until they have risen again in their | 
majesty and put their votes right down on this proposition and have 
again declared themselves against the tariff as reported hy the Com- 
mittee on Finance. 

I, sir, for one want to present the facts to them in full array upon 
this tariff bill, which gives us the first distinct opportunity we have had 
for thirty years of going into the depths of this question. I want to 
present it in array before the people item by item with al] the factsthat | 
are necessary for its elucidation, so that when the next ballot-box is 
approached by the sovereigns of this land they shall be able to express 
an opinion that even the Senator from Vermont will respect; in which 
they will say that the people of this country must have some bene- 
ficial interest in its legislation; that they must not be longer made pack- 
horses and bearers of burdens for the monopolists and the nabobs of the 
land, who are the pets and favorites of this scheme of taritf taxation. 

Sir, it is a fraud and adelusion. It looks well upon the surtace, but 
it is awhited sepulchre, and before we get done with it we shall bring 
out of it the foul remains of combinations, conspiracy, and fraud, and 
we will lay it open before the sound-minded people of this land. Then 
the honorable gentlemen of the West who from good motives, as they | 
say, favor the people whom they represent, will have an opportunity | 
of accounting to their constituents for the reasons which have led them 
to continue to rivet upon them the shackles of barbarous restraint, and 
they too will consider their responsibility to the people who sent them 
to this body. Let not the Senator from Vermont suppose that because 
he wishes to go into the deep hours of the night we will not follow him 
there. I will vote for his resolution, and I will keep pace with him, 
and until he gets his consent to make some concessions to the people 
of this country who fill up its armies and its navies, who make its 
bread, who work its mines, who furnish the foundations upon which 
the great fabric of this Government and this great social system are 
alike founded. 

Mr. MORRILL. Mr. President, I have contined myself during the 
progress of this bill to a very lean and bare statement of facts and have 
not, although often tempted, entered intoany protracted debate. I have 
seldom been more tempted than by the speech just closed by the Sena- 
tor from Alabama. Why, Mr. President, he commenced by assailing 
the action of the Senate at the last session of Congress. It is well 
known that the bill reducing internal revenue would have passed then 
but for the storm of opposition and ridicule thrown upon it as being 
merely a reduction on patent medicines and cosmetics and matches. 
Why, sir, some of the leaders on the other side of the Senate pro- 
claimed that they would talk forty-eight hours rather than have that 
bill passed. It became obvious, therefore, that the bill could not | 
pass without including some reductions of the tariff, and thereupon 
two articles were selected—sugar and Bessemer steel railroad bars. 
This would have made a sensible reduction of the revenue of the 
country, and would have stopped the mouths of Senators like the Sena- 
tor from Alabama, about Bessemer steel rails. When that came in 
upon the report of the Committee on Finance it became obvious that 
the whole time of the Senate was to be consumed in debate, and it 
was absolutely impossible, after a serious and earnest effort, to pass 
the bill. 

Now the Senator from Alabama proclaims that we have not done any- 
thing in behalf of the farmers or consuming interest of the country in 
the proposed reduction. That isastupendouserror. The Senator will 
see that we have reported a reduction on such articles as salt, on all the 
common grades of cottons throughout, on the wool and woolen interest, 
and I think we shall show that we have made a reduction on silks as | 
well as upon iron and on sugar. The articles that are consumed in 
every family of the country will be found to be embraced in the reduc- 
tions I have read this morning. 

But, Mr. President, the Senator from Alabama goes off from the ques- | 
tion before us in order to discuss the general subject of the tariff. 1 
supposed we might have really in earnest come to some conclusion as 
to what we would do in order to give time and to facilitate as much of | 
discussion as Senators see fit to bestow on the subject, and to get through 
with the bill in season to legislate upon some other subject. I hoped 
that we might come to some agreement by which we should get through 
the bill this week. I have no idea of trying to stop or to curtail dis- 
cussion on a bill of this kind, but I want time to do it, and if we do | 
not take a recess, then I hope there will be a general understanding of | 
the Senate to take up the bill immediately after the morning business, 
say at about half-past 11 o’clock, and continue it as longas the patience | 
of the Senate will endure. 
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Mr. BECK. Mr. President, I am willing to meet asearly and sit us late 
as the chairman of the committee may desire in order to facilitate the dis- 
cussion of this bill; but whenever suggestions are made as to limitations 


| of debate I shall object toany intimation which tends to prevent Senators 


from being fully and fairly heard on every item of it. Weare only on the 
threshold of it as vet. We have gone through two schedules; we are 
hanging on another, a little one now, as to wood. The great schedules 
are yet untouched. What have we done? We have gone over item by 
item the schedule which relates to chemicals: we spent a week on it, 
and the final result was a reduction of about a million dollars; $825,000 


| of that is upon the two items relative to aniline dyes and caustic soda 


We spent two or three more days in going over the glass schedule, and 
the result of that has been an increase upon the present taxation of 


about $748,167. 


After ten days, nearly two weeks, spent on the threshold of this bill 


| the Senator from Vermont has not saved money enough yet to pay the 


Holladay claim. We are now about to consider an important schedul 
the schedule on metals; and it will be made apparent as we discuss that 
schedule that there is not only no real reduction of taxes below the 
present rates, but an absolute increase of burdens. If we can not re 
duce that schedule there will be little or no hope tor reducing the 
schedules on woolens and cottons, or anything else. 

From the best calculation [am able to make, instead of the promised 
reduction on the cotton schedule there is an absolute increase of nearly 
if not quite a million dollars in the carefully arranged proposition laid 
before us in regard to these articles. 

My investigation in regard to the metal schedule would make the 
increase even more than the Bureau of Statistics made it in the report 
of its investigation furnished me the other day, the closing sentence ot 


| which reads: 


In so far as relates to iron and steel and manufactures thereof, the duties on 
which under the present and under the proposed tariff can be stated, the 
amount of duty collected under the present rate was $22\888,736.26, and under 
the proposed rates it would have been $26,850,358.82, both being computed upon 
the basis of imports during the vear ended June 30, 1882. 
crease under the proposed rates of 17.38 per cent 

Very respectfully, yours, 


This shows an ii 


JOSEPHIT NIMMO, Jn., Chief of Bureau 

Hon. JAMES B. Beck, Senator United States 

It is, I believe, conceded, at least it will hardly be denied, that the 
purpose of the Tariff Commissioners was to increase on the average the 
rates of taxationin theiron schedule, though that purpose would not be 
discovered by reading theirreport; indeed a very pronounced reduction 
would be expected. I hope that each item and change, both of rated 
classification, will now be examined by Senators who desire reduction 
of taxes, and that all the facts will be placed upon the record. — I trust 
that they will not be deterred by suggestions that time is consumed by 
discussion. This bill, or rather some bill [fear agood deal worse than 
the bill which passes the Senate, willin all probability pess both Houses 
before the 4th of March; if so, the facts now placed upon the permanent 
records of the country will constitute this justitication of those of us who 
vote against it, not only for our votes, but for any future effort we may 
make to obtain the relief which the country demands, but which TF teel 
assured this Congress does not propose to give 

I think it will soon be apparent, if it is not so now, that the real ob 
ject of the men whocontrol legislation here through the Tariff Com 
mission and this proposed revision was to secure higher protective duties 
on cotton-ties, wire for fences, tin-plates, and many otherimportant arti 
cles now entered as unenumerated products of steel and iron at 50 and 
35 per cent. ad valorem, the valuesof which for the year 1882 amounted 


| to $10,249,291, and the duties paid amounted to $3,300,285. The bill 
under consideration more than doubles, on the average, the duties on 
the articles which now go to make up the unenumerated products. Of 


course I do not believe that the revenue received from them at the in 
creased rate of taxation will be doubled, the object: being to make the 
rate so high as to prevent importation, and increase the cost of the total 
consumption of them in this country up to a shade under the foreign 
price with the tariff tax added, and thus enable the manufacturers to 
pocket the whole tax which they induce Congress to compel the people 
to pay by prohibiting competition from abroad. That is, of course, one 
way of reducing the revenues of the country. Total prolibition would 
be more effectual and equally honest. This bill takes a long stride in 


| that direction. 


I have a very faint hope of success in making valuable or important 
reductions, and if we do I have still less of having them retained in 


| the bill which will become a law. The protectionists are all looking 


to the all-powerful conference committee for the results they desire 


| Four men at last will frame the bill, and they will be sure to give the 
| men who rely on legislation to enrich themselves all they can. On all 


provisions of importance to the monopolists which the Senate has in 
creased or kept in better shape for the protected interests than the 
House has, the House conferees will concur in the provisions of the 
Senate amendments, and having done that much to oblige the Senate 
the Senate conferees will of course reciprocate their kindness by con 
cwring in such increases and adjustments as the House conferees can 
show that their action has made in the same direction. Thus the bill 
will be made more oppressive than either House would make it I 
expect, in short, to be called upon to vote, as a whole, without th 
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right to amend, alter, or even protest, for a worse bill than either House 
passes, and therefore propose to give my reasons for demanding reduc- 


tions now while we can consider the items in detail I propose to ap- | 


peal from Congress to the country, and to make up the record now. 


Of course one of the three conferees of each House will be a Democrat | 


and in favor of reduction of taxes, but he will not be heeded in the 
conference and need not even sign the report. 

If we tail to vote for any bill, however oppressive and unjust, that the 
conference committee agree on, we will be denounced as opposing all 
reduction of taxes; and if it passes in spite of us, no matter how oppress- 
ive its provisions may be, and we venture hereafter to seek relief by 
legislation, we will be loudly denounced by the able and well-paid press 
of the monopolists as agitators and disturbers of the business of the 
country. We may all as well make up our defense as we goon. We 


will be told that Congress was pledged by the appointment of the Tariff 


Commission to accept as a finality the bill passed on its recommendation, 
and every man and woman in the employ of the protected interests will 
be threatened with reduction of wages or dismissal from service if they 
donot join in the hue and ery that will be raised by those who seek to 
perpetuate their monopolies. 

Mr MAXEY. Suppose we have a conference committee, its majority 
being gentlemen whose theory is that the tariff should be laid for pro- 


tection with revenue as an incident, what chance would the tax-payers | 


have? 

Mr. BECK. I want the Senator from Texas now to discuss this bill 
item by item, so that he can show to his people in the permanent records 
of the country what the facts are. 

We may as well look the facts in the face and speak plainly. The 
ultimate decision is in the hands of the chairman of the Committee on 
Finance in the Senate and of the Committee on Ways and Means of the 
House, each with their most reliable supporter he can select from his 
committee to sustain him, in a secret committee of conterence, where 
those four are omnipotent in regard to all questions of difference be- 


tween the two Houses. Each of the chairmen regards himself as the | 


father of the protective system, and each can establish about equal 
claims to its paternity. The Senator from Delaware may he at the 


tail end of the Senate Committee for form’s sake, and Mr. CARLISLE, of | 
Kentucky, may be on the House Committe; they will both be powerless, | 


The commission they obtained was selected because each member of it 
was interested in maintaining the highest protection and the greatest 
privileges for the monopolists he was chosen to advocate; each had to 
sustain all the others so as to secure his own; and the friends of each 
made up the schedules they were interested in, so as to obtain all pos- 
sible; and when they were tlung together into a bill, the combined 
forces of protected wealth and monopoly rushed to Washington, and 
have night and day besieged Senators and Representatives, urging them 
under all sorts of pretenses, [ was about to say by promises, flattery, 
and threats to sustain what the commission had done for them. Yet 
we are told that the Tariff Commission and its recommendations are 
entitled to grave consideration because of their careful, intelligent, and 
impartial investigation. I do not care to speak about their action, or 
to read all the letters I have seen, but here is one dated August 10, 
Is&2, signed ** Duncan I. Kenner,’’ showing how matters were worked 
up, calling on one of his friends to come and aid him. The letter is 
short. I will hand it to the Reporter, as I do not care about taking 
time toread it. In it the writer states that he can not appear as an 
attorney where he has to act as a judge. 
Mr. PENDLETON and others. Read it. 
Mr. BECK. Here it is: 
Lone Brayncn, N. J., August 10, 1882. 


Dear Sir: The time has about arrived when I will require your assistance 
and views in modifying the tariffon sugars, Can you possibly make it convenient 
to come to Long Branch for two or three days? Before doing so, please reduce 
your views and thoughts to writing, so you can read them to the commission. 

f you can not possibly come you will, by all means, make arrangements to meet 
the commission when they go to Boston, which, I presume, they will do in two 
or three weeks; but if you can spare the time come to Long Branch and stay a 
day with usand talk over the matter, so that we will be fully posted as te what 
line of argument I should wish you toadopt in your written suggestions. This 
matter is of so much importance to yourself and our people in Louisiana that 
is the excuse for my asking it, You will readily see that I can not very well be 
an advocate where I am called upon to be a judge; hence I can make no remarks 
on the subject. Your familiarity with the sugar interest, your knowledge of 
statistics, your location in Massachusetts and identification with the interests of 
eastern cities, and your well-known standing in Eastern States will give a force 
and character to your suggestions which noother man connected with the sugar 
interests can possibly give. 

Yours, truly, 
DUNCAN F. KENNER, 

F. M. Amps, Canton, Maas. 

Mr. Kenner was only a little more outspoken and bolder than the 
others. Each schedule was placed in the hands of the parties appointed 
to guard the interest affected, a combination was made by the friends 
of each to make the whole as protective as possible; then all were flung 
together; and we are told that we have to accept the result without 
discussion and without delay as though it was a fair, honest, well-con- 
sidered tariff bill in the interest of the people, made up by impartial, 
disinterested men. I never knew, Mr. President, a case so prepared 
and presented. Your Honor sat upon the bench a long time—— 

Mr. MORRILL. Will the Senator allow me to ask him a question? 


| 
| I wish to ask him who has proposed to limit debate or discussion or 
| anything of the kind? 

Mr. BECK. I have never risen since this tariff debate began that | 
have not been taunted with seeking to consume time, and the intima- 
tion made that there was an effort to kill time so as to prevent action 
upon this bill. I insist that I have never spoken except to expose wrong, 
as I understand ii. The proposition to limit debate has come not by 
direction, but by every indirect hint and taunt that could be thrown 
out against each gentleman who delays the much-desired conference 
committee from putting its bill in shape. 
| I propose to prove to the country, if not to the Senate, that the work 
| of the Tariff Commission was done by men laboring in their own interest 
and not in the interest of the people. I was about to say, Mr. Presi- 
dent, that you had tried many a case; but that you never saw a case 
where the judges were the managers on one side, where the jury was 
packed, where the witnesses were all interested, and where the party 
defendant, whose property was sought to be taken away from him, was 
not allowed a hearing, and was not present when the case was being 
tried. That is this case, unless Senators and Representatives are allowed 
to appear and speak on behalf of the tax-payers. 

The leaders of the two Houses; the chairmen of the committees, the 
fathers of protection, are the ultimate judges. The Tariff Commission 
was made up improperly; I say it with all respect to the President of 
| the United States, who, 1 suppose, was imposed upon. I judge so from 
his late message. Men were placed upon it who ought never to have been 
allowed, any more than a juror pecuniarily interested. Mr. Kennet 
| and Mr. Oliver, indeed all of them combined to promote their own in- 
| terests, and to put money into the pockets of their friends—after their 
part of the work was done. It is safe to say that there never was such 
a powerlul lobby organized in the city of Washington as is around this 
Capitol now, to sustain and perfect their work. Close these doors this 
morning, and there will be found five hundred men in the corridors, in 
the lobbies, in the committee-rooms, in the reception-rooms, every- 
where, besieging Senators and Representatives to stand by them, and 
by their interests. Promises, flattery, threats, everything, is resorted 
to; there is not a farmeramongthem. Only one of that great tax-pay- 
ing class was heard, as the Senator from Alabama [Mr. MorGAN ] read 
the other day, one man from Connecticut, who appeared before the com- 
mission as a volunteer. His statement had better be heeded. 

I repeat that the most interested, the most powerful lobby is here to- 
day. It was organized, no doubt, while the Tariff Commission was pre- 
paring the work, and appeared here simultaneously with their report- 
men of wealth, men of intelligence, men of great ability—honest men 
personally, no doubt. I do not impugn their personal integrity, buta 
man may be an honest man and yet not fit for a juror and not compe- 
tent to be a witness, certainly not fit to be a judge when the result of 
the trial is to put money in his own pocket. Men in these conditions 
are incompetent under all the rules of law and equity. Therefore | 
regard these men, whatever may be their personal standing, as wholly 
untit to be here as advisers and lobbyists of a bill like this. They pre- 
tend all the time, it is true, that they are working solely in the inter- 
est of American labor. Their new-born zeal for their workmen will not 
deceive anybody. I suppose every man and every woman they have in 
their employ will be coerced, so far as coercion can be brought to bear 
upon them, to denounce every one who votes against this bill, being 
assured that we are all their enemies. 

Mr. President, I desire this bill to be considered carefully and dis- 
cussed fully by Senators, item by item on each schedule; and if it fails it 
had better fail a thousand times than to allow a false pretense to be im- 
posed permanently upon the tax-payers of the country, who have to 
look to us, and to us alone, to protect them against the rapacity and 
greed of the organized lobby of bounty-seekers. 

The Senator trom Vermont was not aiways so anxious to hasten a 
final decision of this great question of taxation as heis now. Whatdid 
he propose when he introduced the bill for the Tariff Commission? I 
hold his bill in my hand. After authorizing the President to appoint 
these men, as representatives could not be trusted, section 4 of his bill 
reads: * 

That the commission shall make to Congress final report of the results of ite 
investigation, and the testimony taken in the course of the same, not later than 
the first Monday in January, 1883. 

Did the Senator then intend to have a report that should be forced 
through his committee at once, after coming from the Tariff Commis- 
sion, and hurried to a conference of friendly Representatives and Sena- 
tors? No, Mr. President. There is only one chance for the men who 
want a reasonable reduction of the present tariff, and that is to obtain 
from the people a demand for it such as the House and Senate will heed. 
I repeat, when these schedules are gone through, after you strike out 
the reduction on sugar, which is reduced heavily, my word for it, all the 
reductions of the other schedules put together will not amount to 
$5,000,000 unless the Senate disregards the billof the commission. We 
have a surplus of $150,000,000 more than we need to pay the ordinary 
expenses of the Government. The reduction will not amount to 
$10,000,000 certainly. I do not think it will amount to $5,000,000 out- 
side of sugar, and the reductions which are made are largely upon things 
which, if they were taxed, would not put any money into the pockets 
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of anybody. ‘Turn to the free-list, where they make a reduction of about 
a million and a half; $900,000, as I recollect, of that is taken off pepper, 
spices, unground, and things of that sort, because there is nobody here 
raising pepper or spices or other things which are made free, except to 
charge all they can for grinding it; but wherever an item was sought 
to be reduced that somebody could make money out of, protection was 
demanded for it and it stands on the tax-list to-day, while these purely 
revenue articles, being made free, swell the boasted reduction of taxes, 
as they make up about a million of the reduction which, I repeat, will 
not exceed $5,000,000 in all outside of sugar in the bill of the Tariff 
Cominission. 

I believe I shall vote for the resolution to meet at night, but I shall 
vote for it with the assurance to Senators that the freest debate will be 
allowed, and I call upon every Senator who opposes this protective 
measure to debate every item and call the yeas and nays upon it, so 
that all of us can lay the facts before the people of the country and 
show what a miserable abortion in the way of reduction of taxes it is, 
and what a cunningly-contrivec scheme it is to tax still more heavily 
in many regards fifty millions of people to enrich a few protected mo- 
nopolists. 

Mr. HAWLEY. Mr. President, I wish to say a few words, but noth- 
ing in the way of arousing any further bitterness on this question. 

lam happy to say that I have a very slight acquaintance with the 
class of people portrayed by the Senators from Kentucky and Alabama. 
I have no disposition, however much I may differ with anybody, to in- 
dulge in expressions like the frequently repeated phrase concerning the 
monopolists, or the canting hypocrisy of the advocates of this bill, or 
the packed jury, or the corrupt lobby. I speak for a great mass of men, 
capitalists and laborers, who are deeply and seriously involved in these 
matters of legislation. I belong to a different class of people from those 
portrayed; a people who believe in the theory of protection; who be- 
lieve in its moderate and reasonable application: who desire a reduction 
of the tariff on many things, and who will gladly assent to many re- 
ductions upon other matters; who will be very glad to reduce theduties 
on their manufactured goods if you will cheapen their raw material; 
who are ready to add very largely to the free-list, but above all we rea- | 
sonably ask the Congress of the United States for some sort of action. 
Their purposes are not concealed; their motives are not corrupt. A re- 
duction of the tariff has been inevitable for the last four, five, six, or 
seven years. The people of Connecticut desire the question to be set- 
tled. They were willing to abide by the determination to appoint a 
tariff commission. That commission was not a packed jury, but it was 
unquestionably a commission in favor of a reasonable doctrine of pro- 
tection, and it was quite right that the President should make such a 
commission, for such is thesentiment of the great majority of the country. 

The effect of the elections has indeed been considerable upon public 
sentiment in this country; but if there be no action on the tariff at this 
session it is quite improbable that the next Congress will be able to 
agree upon a reasonable tariff; and the possibility, indeed the proba- 
bility, is that the question will be then thrown into the next Presidential 
election, and that we shall have no revision of the tariff within the next 
three or four years. 

The prosperity of all my people, largely of all New England and of many 
other sections of the country, depends upon a speedy and reasonable | 
settlement of this question, and I desire merely that the Senate shall 
go on for as many hours of the day as Senators are willing to stay here; | 
but I do not believe in the wisdom of an evening session, because I think | 
if we begin at 11 o’clock and work until 6 or half past 6 or 7, till we 
shall have ‘ade some actual step of progress each day, we shall do better 
than to take a recess of an hour and a half and come back in the evening: 
but I will support any measure that looks to speedy action. 

Mr. VANCE. Mr. President, supplementing the remarks of the 
Senator from Kentucky [Mr. Beck] as to how the schedules have been 
arranged, I ask that a letter be read from Duncan F. Kenner, one of 
the commissioners; I find it in this morning’s New York Herald. 

The Acting Secretary read as follows: 


WASHINGTON, January 21, 1883. 


The following letters, written by members of the Tariff Commission during | 
ita deliberations, have a peculiar interest at this time when both Houses are en- 
gaged in discussing tariff bills: 


MR. KENNER’S INTEREST IN SUGAR. 
Several letters of Mr. Kenner have already been printed showing his great 


anxiety to protect the sugar interests of the South. He was, it would seem, in | 


favor of getting up combinations in case his original plan could not succeed. 
While the commission was at Long Branch he wrote the following letter to a 


manufacturer at Buffalo, New York, whose interest he takes pains to show are | 


identical with the sugar interests of Louisiana: 





Mr. LAPHAM. [ inquire from what paper the Secretary is read- 
ing? 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The New York Herald of the 22d of 
January, to-day. 

The Acting Secretary continued the reading, as follows: 

Referring to our short and pleasant conversation at Kaaterskill Mountain, I 
beg to address you and amplify somewhat my views, which I think you will re- 


spond toin full. The identity of interests between the business in which you | 


are engaged and the sugar interest of Louisiana may not at first sight be appar- 
ent to any one without some thought and reflection as to the character of the 
two industries. I think I can show you clearly that there is a perfect identifica- 
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tion; that your interest is our interest and that our interest is yours. It is cer 
tainly to your inéerest that the prejudice which exists in the minds of a great 
many persons as to the character of your manufactured article should be re- 
moved. Many think that the article is itself impure and made unhealthy by the 
use of chemicals. Many think and assert that it is only called sugar in name 
Any recognition on the part of the sugar interest of the country as to the value 
and healthy ineredients used | ¥y you must remove in great measure this preju 
dice rhe mere fact of our mentioning your interest in public as identical with 
ours creates a prestige in its favor. You are thus placed on the sugar plane 
which is a matter of great interest to you 





If L understood you aright in our conversation, vou said that seven-eighths of 
the liquid made by you was used in improving molasses. Of course in that case 
you are making a cheaper article than we can do Any mixture of the kind 
must Increase the value of What you make It the basis of the mixture ts high 
in price the ingredients added by you must also be high in price Any legisla 
tion, therefore, which improves the value of our product must necessarily re 
dound to your benefit. Lf our article is worth 5 cents a pound, or 69 cents a gal 
lon, and your article is added thereto, it brings all that you put in it lo the same 
point of value. If, on the contrary, our arti should be worth only 2) cents a 
pound, or 30 cents a gallon, vour article added to the same would only be worth 
one-half what it would be if added to a 60-cent gallon basis. ‘This you can readily 
understand. Therefore it is clearly your interest that our article should bring 
a remunerative price. 

I would also call your attention to avery important fact, that Louisiana mo 
lasses is essentially suited to your purpose—much more so than either sugar 
house molasses or Cuban molasses; infact, LPdoubt whether vo inuse the latter 

| atall, owingto its acrid, disagreeable taste, flavor, and smell It is. set peak 
impossible to use it advantageously The flaver of Loutsinna molasses is suchas 
isneverattained by any othersugar Phe more of it that is madeand the greater 


price it would bring the greater advantage to you 
DUNCAN F. KENNER 
Mr. VANCE. Task the Secretary to read another letter just below 
that, dated August 10, from the same party 
The Acting Secretary read as follows: 
LONG BrRancu, N. J fuqust 10, ISav 


DeAR Sir: Our friend has arrived and is busily engaged under my direction 


in secing certain parties in New York and preparing certain combinations in 
case of necessity Ile will be of the greatest possible service in all these muitte cs 


I regret very much that you have succeeded so slightly in providing the sinews 





} of war. | beg you will see all the parties and say to them that if his stay here 


terminates before the object is accomplished it will be a cause of regret to usall 
There are certain things which f can’t look after. Cireumstances forbid me 


ostensibly appearing in the matter atall, Consequently without some such as 
sistance L lose half my efficiency and chance of success. 1 beg you willsee all of 
them again and urgently insist on the amount appropriated so far being in 
creased, Usethis letter with discretion, but do not hesitate toshow it toanyv one 


who is equally interested in our success 


Yours, truly, 
DUNCAN F. KENNER 


Mr. MORGAN 1 should like to inquire of the Senator from North 
Carolina if he knows whether the members of the Tarif? Commission 
were sworn when they undertook the discharve of their duties’ They 
were public officers, but [never inquired whether they were 
or not. 

Mr. VANCE. Lam not able to answer the Senator's question. — | 
presume that they were not. 

Mr. MORGAN I take it for granted they were not, from the char 
acter of the letter. 

Mr. HARRIS. The act prescribed no official oath. 

Mr. INGALLS. The writer of that letter, I believe, is a Democrat 
from Louisiana 

Mr. VANCE. Connection with the Tarif? Commission would affect 
any man, however well he had been raised. 

Mr. MORGAN. The Democratic Senator trom North Carolina brings 
these letters to view and has asked that they be read We have no 
cover to turn over any man in consequence of his being a Democrat 
Whether the other side has or not remains to be seen 

Mr. MORRILL. I hope we can have a vote on the resolution 

Mr. COCKRELL. All 1 desire in this matter is simply to facilitate 
business. I insist that the past experience of the Senate shows clearly 
that we shall not expedite business by having night sessions. I am 
perfectly willing to take up this bill at any time that may be agreed 
upon, and T am willing to sit here till 6 as the regular hour of adjourn 
ment. 

Mr. MORRILL. Let the Senator move that as an amendment 

Mr. COCKRELL. That will give us from six to seven hours, and | 
think we shall do a great deal more by pursuing that course than we 
shall by taking a recess at 5} o’clock and then meeting at 7 or half-past 
7. Our experience at night sessions has not been fruitful of the rapid 

transaction of business. They have been unpleasant. [ can be here 
and I will be here if there isa night session, but there will be no busi 
ness done unless there is a quorum of the Senate present 
rule I always adhere to in night sessions; I have enforced it and always 
shall. If we have night sessions, if the Senate votes them, the Sena- 
tors must be here or there shall be nothing done. If the Senator from 
Vermont will move to take this bill up cach morning | am_ perfectly 
| willing to do so just after the morning business, and I will vote each 
evening to sit until 6 o’clock, and then I shall vote to adjourn I hope 
that will be accepted. I move to amend the resolution in that way 
Let it be read and I will see how to amend it. 

The Acting Secretary read the resolution. 

Mr. COCKRELL. Let it read: ‘* That the Senate will take up the 
tariff bill 
| Mr. HARRIS. I would suggest to the Senator from Missouri that 
| he say ‘* proceed to the consideration of the tariff bill immediately after 
| the routine morning business, and continue until 6 0’clock.”’ 


underoath 


That is one 
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Mr. HOAR. I rise toa question of order. Doesnot that proposition | 
require unanimous consent, being a change of the rules? 

Mr. HARRIS. It is an amendment to the resolution pending. 

Mr. COCKRELL. The resolution was offered on Friday. 

Mr. HOAR. The amendment abolishes the morning hour. I object 
to it. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The Chair is of the opinion that the 
point of order of the Senator from Massachusetts is well taken. 

Mr. COCKRELL. Well taken against the resolution? 

Mr. HOAR. No; against the amendment. 

Mr. PLATT. The Anthony rule is, ‘‘ unless, upon motion, the Sen- 
ate shall at any time otherwise order, the Senate will proceed to the 
consideration of the Calendar,’’ &e. 

Mr. HOAR. The morning-hour rule remains. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. A day’s notice must be given of a 
change of rule. 

Mr. ANTHONY. Let it lie over until to-morrow, and then the 
amendment of the Senator from Missouri can come up. 

Mr. COCKRELL. Let us first see whether it is in order or not. If 
the amendment is ruled out, the resolution ought to be. Let the reso- 
lution be read. 

The Acting Secretary read the resolution. 

Mr. SHERMAN, Withduedeference tothe Chair, Lam ofthe opinion 
that the Senator from Vermont, having given notice by introducing his 
formal resolution on Friday, has a right now to ask a vote on the reso- 
lution with a view tochange the existing rules, whatever they may be, 
the Anthony rule or any other rule. 

Mr. LAPHAM. The resolution of the Senator from Vermont is not 
the trouble. It is the amendment that is objectionable on the ground 
that it changes the rules, 

Mr. HOAR. What I object to is the proposition to tie the hands of 
the Senate so that no other business can be transacted but this one bill. 
My constituents have as deep an interest in the revision of the tariff, as 
strong a desire that it shall be accomplished, as any community in the 
United States; I believe it ought to be done; I believe it can be done, 
and I still hope it will be done; but Ido not think it is necessary to close 
the door against every other public measure, as the Senator from Mis- 
souri proposes, to accomplish this bill. We can do this without leaving 
the other things undone. 

| am in favor of the proposition of the Senator from Vermont which 
is wise, well matured, which is that we shall take this bill up at 1 
o'clock, and then that we shall sit evenings; and we must be very in- 
capable of labor if we can not for a week or two perform this extra work 
in the public interest. I make no point of order against the original 
resolution. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The Chair will call the attention of 
the Senator from Rhode Island to Rule 8: 

&. The first hour of daily sessions shall be designated as the morning hour, 
during which the order of business shall be as follows. 

Then is given the order of business, after which the rule continues: 

Until the business of the morning hour shall have been concluded and so an- 
nounced from the Chair, no motion to proceed to the consideration of any bill, 
resolution, report of a committee, or other subject upon the Calendar shall be | 
entertained by the Chair, unless by unanimous consent, 

And this is the rule in relation to a suspension of the rules: 

61. No motion to suspend, modify, or amend any rule, or any part thereof, 
shall be in order, except on one day's notice in writing, specifying precisely the 
rule or part proposed to be suspended, modified, or amended, and the purpose 
thereof. Any rule, except the eighteenth, may be suspended without notice by 
the unanimous consent of the Senate; and the rule proposed to be suspended 
shall precisely and distinctly be stated. 

The notice to suspend the rules must be in writing and must specify 
the part to be suspended, modified, oramended. The amendment now 
suggested really abolishes the morning hour. 

Mr. HARRIS. I rose, remembering the rule in respect to the morn- 
ing hour, for the purpose of suggesting to my friend from Missouri that 
he modify the amendment as suggested at first, so that it provide that 
the Senate proceed to the consideration of this bill at the expiration of 
the morning hour proper; that is, at 1 o’clock—— 

Mr. COCKRELL. Twelve o'clock. 

Mr. HARRIS. At the expiration of the morning hour proper. 

Mr. HOAR. That we can do now. The Senate can do that every 
day by a vote. 

Mr. HARRIS. I understand this bill has come up at the expiration 
of the Anthony rule. That is a different rule from the morning-hour 
rule proper. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. Unless the Senate take different 
action on the subject, the morning hour is for two hours, until 1 o’clock, 
under the Anthony rule. Of course, if there is no objection, by com- 
mon understanding it can cease at 12 o'clock. 

Mr. HOAR. IT shall object. 

Mr. ANTHONY.  Letthe Senator from Missouri give written notice 
of his intention to offer this amendment to-morrow. 

Mr.COCKRELL. I move that the resolution be amended so as to read: 

That on and after the date named the Senate will at the hour of 12 o'clock 
proceed to the consideration of this bill and continue it up to 6 o'clock. 


Mr. EDMUNDs. That makes a special order, which requires a two- 
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Mr. HOAR. And the previous special orders take precedence. 

Mr. COCKRELL. The morning hour is one hour after the assem- 
bling of the Senate. Now we assemble at 11 o'clock. The morning 
hour proper expires at 12. The Anthony rule, which is a rule that we 
adopted that wecan modily at any time without any notice, extends it 
for another hour. Now I propose to amend this so that at the expira- 
tion of the morning hour proper we shall proceed to the consideration 
of the bill and consider it up to 6 o'clock. No point of order will lie 
against that. 

Mr. MORRILL. Tsay to the Senator from Missouri that 1 am per- 
fectly willing the sense of the Senate shall be tested on both these prop- 
ositions. I therefore suggest to the Senator from Missouri that he now 
give notice that to-morrow morning he will offer that as an amendment, 
and that notice must be given in writing. 

Mr. COCKRELL. I do not understand the Chair to decide that my 
modified motion requires that. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. There must be one hour for morning 
business. 

Mr. COCKRELL. Then it does not require a written notice. 

Mr. HOAR. If that is to operate as a rule it must be established as 
achange of the rule. If it is to operate simply as a special order run- 
ning from day to day, then the two educational bills and the bankrupt 
hill take precedence of it and it stands as any other special order. It 
does not advance the purpose of my friend from Missouri in the least, 
because the Senate can, any day, by a majority vote, lay it aside or pro- 
ceed with it. 

Mr. BECK. I rise to a point of order. The hour of 1 o’clock has 
arrived and I call for the regular order, 

Mr. MORRILL. I was about to call for the regular order, 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore, The regular order must now be laid 
before the Senate, 

Mr. COCKRELL, I give notice now that I will file the resolution 
that I shall offer as an amendment to carry out what I suggested. 

Mr. HALE. I gave notice of an amendment to the rules in this lan- 
guage: 

That at the expiration of the regular morning business of each day of this ses- 
sion the Senate will proceed to the consideration of the tariff bill and continue 
its consideration until 6 o'clock, when the Senate will adjourn. 

Mr. PLATT. I give notice that to-morrow I shall offer the resolu- 
tion which I send to the desk, and I ask that it be read. 

The resolution was read, as follows: 

Resolved, That the provisions of the Anthony rule are hereby suspended until 
after the final action of the Senate upon the unfinished business, namely, the bill 
CH. R, 5538) to reduce internal-revenue taxation. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. If there be no objection the Senator 
can introduce it now. 

Mr. PLATT. I introduce it and will let it lie over. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The Chair will by unanimous con- 
sent receive it, and it can be taken up to-morrow. 

Mr. PLATT. I will call it up to-morrow morning. 

Mr. COCKRELL reduced his proposition to writing in the following 
form: 

That at the expiration of the ular morning hour the Senate will proceed to 


the consideration of the tariff bill and continue such consideration each day as 
late as 6 o’clock p, m. until disposed of. 


ENROLLED BILL SIGNED. 


A message from the House of Representatives, by Mr. MC? HERSON, 
its Clerk, announced that the Speaker of the House had signed the en- 
rolled bill (S. 422) for the relief of George W. Maher; and it was there- 
upon signed by the President pro tempore. 

MESSAGE FROM THE HOUSE. 

A message from the House of Representatives, by Mr. MCPHERSON, 
its Clerk, announced that the House had concurred in the amendments 
of the Senate to the bill (H. R. 1294) more effectually to suppress gaming 
in the District of Columbia, with an amendment in which it requested 
the concurrence of the Senate. 

The message also announced that the House had passed the following 
bills and joint resolution; in which it requested the concurrence of the 
Senate: 

A bill (H. R. 5461) to repeal the license tax upon commercial agents 
in the District of Columbia; 

A bill (H. R. 7289) to confer upon the senior associate justice of the 
supreme court of the District of Columbia in the absence or inability 
of the chief-justice of said court the powers and duties now conferred 
upon said chief-justice relative to the extradition of fugitives from jus- 
tice; and 

A joint resolution (H. Res. 323) makingappropriations for continuing 
the work on the Tenth Census. 

The message further announced that the House had concurred in the 
amendments of the Senate to the bill (H. R. 3575) to increase the police 
force of the District of Columbia, and for other purposes. 

SUPPRESSION OF GAMING. 


The PRESIDENT pro tempore laid before the Senate the action of the 
House of Representatives agreeing to the amendments of the Senate to 
the bill (H. R. 1294) more effectually to suppress gaming in the District 
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of Columbia, with an amendment, which was, in line 21, to strike out 
“nor”? and insert in lieu thereof ** not.”’ ' 

Mr. INGALLS. The amendment offered by the House is rendered 
necessary by a motion inadvertently made by a Senator when the bill 
was acted on. I move that the Senate agree to the amendment of the 
House. : 

The amendment was concurred in. 

AMENDMENT TO THE ARMY APPROPRIATION BILL. 


Mr. LOGAN. Isubmit an amendment to the Army appropriation 
bill which has been agreed to by the Committee on Military Affairs. 
I move that it be referred to the Committee on Appropriations. 

The motion was agreed to. 

HOUSE BILLS REFERRED. 

The following bills from the House of Representatives were severally 
read twice by their titles, and referred to the Committee on the District 
of Columbia: 

A bill (H. R. 5461) to repeal the license tax upon commercial agents 
in the District of Columbia; and 

A bill (H. R. 7289) to confer upon the senior associate justice of the 
supreme court of the District of Columbia, in the absence or inability 
of the chief-justice of said court, the powers and duties now conferred 
upon said chief-justice relative to the extradition of fugitives from jus- 
tice. 

The joint resolution (H. Res. 323) making appropriations for con- 
tinuing the work on the Tenth Census was read twice by its title, and 
referred to the Committee on Appropriations. 

INTERNAL REVENUE AND TARIFF DUTIES. 

The Senate, asin Committee of the Whole, resumed the considera- 
tion of the bill (H. R. 5538) to reduce internal-revenue taxation. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The question is on the amendment 
of the Senator from Nebraska [Mr. VAN Wyck] to strike out Schedule 
D, ‘‘ Wood and wooden wares.’’ Upon that question the Senator from 
Michigan [Mr. CoNGER] is entitled to the floor. 

Mr. KELLGGG. I desire to offeran amendment to the pending bill, 
which I submit and ask to have read and printed. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The proposed amendment will be | 
read. 

The ACTING SECRETARY. It is proposed to amend Schedule EF, 
‘‘Sugar,’’ by striking out the schedule and inserting the following: 

All sugars shall pay a duty of 2.25 cents per pound. 

Molasses testing not above 56° by the polariscope shall pay a duty of 5 cents per 
~ testing above 56° shall pay a duty of 10 cents per gallon. 

Mr. KELLOGG. Isimply wish to move that this amendment be 
printed for the information of the Senate and of the committee. I also 
desire to warn the Senate and the committee against the influence and 
arguments of refiners. This amendment is in the interest of free agri- 
cultural labor in this country as well as of cheap sugar, of which we 
hear so much, and not in the interest of refiners. It will of course ex- 
cite the earnest opposition and enmity of the large and active lobby 
here in the interest of the refiners. 

Mr. McDILL. I wish to offer an amendment to the bill to be 
printed. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The proposed amendment will be 
printed. The Senator from Michigan [Mr. CoNGER] is entitled to the 
floor. 

Mr. VAN WYCK. Before the Senator from Michigan proceeds I ask 
leave to change somewhat the amendment I offered on Saturday by sub- 
stituting what I send to the Chair. 

Mr. INGALILS. Let the amendment be read as modified. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The amendmentas originally offered 
was to strike out the whole of Schedule D. The amendment as modi- 
fied will be read. 

The ACTING SECRETARY. It is proposed to strike out all of Schedule 
D except the portion commencing at line 876 down to and including | 
line 879, as follows. 


| 
House or cabinet furniture, in piece or rough, and not finished, 30 per cent. ad 


valorem. 
Cabinet-ware and house furniture, finished, 35 per cent. ad valorem. 


And that all other articles except those above excepted be placed on 
the free-list. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. 
the Chair suggests it should read. 

Mr. VAN WYCK. Very well. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. 


‘All other articles in the schedule,”’ 


The question is on agreeing to the | 
amendment of the Senator from Nebraska as modified. 

Mr. CONGER. Mr. President, in my remarks last Saturday I en- | 
deavored to meet the proposition made by the Senator from Nebraska 
(Mr. VAN Wyck] that lumber could be manufactured and was manv- | 
factured in Canada at a greater expense than in the United States, and | 
that the value of timber was greater there and cost more in Canada than | 
in the United States. I understand, though I am not positive in regard | 
to it, that the tariff on lumber imported into Canada from the United 
States is 20 per cent ad valorem. 


Mr. CAMERON, of Wisconsin. 1 have the Canadian tariff here, and | 
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with the Senator's consent I will call attention to the duties imposed 


upon this class of articles 

Mr. CONGER. Very well; if the Senator will just note what the 
general tariff is, so that | may incorporate it in my remarks, | should 
ike him to do so. 

Mr. CAMERON, of Wisconsin. The present Canadian tari! was 
passed by the Dominion Parliament in 1879. 
per cent. ad valorem. 

Wood, and manufactures of wood, and wooden-ware, namely, pails, tubs, 
churns, brooms, brushes, and other manufactures of wood not elsewhere speci 
fied, 25 per cent, ad valorem 

Hubs, spokes, felloes, and parts of wheels, rough, hewn, or sawn only, 20 per 
cent, ad valorem. 

Lumber and timber, not elsewhere specified, 20 per cent. ad valorem 

Mr. MORRILL. I will say, in addition to what the Senator from 
Wisconsin has said, that during the existence of our former reciprocity 
treaty and immediately after the passage of that, Canada imposed an 
export duty upon all their timber of a dollara thousand. | 
know whether it exists now or not 

Mr. CONGER. Then the general tariff upon such articles as we are 
considering now is 20 per cent. ad valorem imposed by Canada upion 
the manufactures of the United States 

I want briefly to refer to another proposition which has been made 
by Senators here in regard to the diminution of lumber or of timber 
for lumber in the United States. It is asserted by some that there is 
almost an exhaustion of the pine timber in the United States east of 
the Rocky Mountains, and that it will last, some say, for tive, ten, and 
at the most, fifteen vears at the present rate of manufacture In the 
United States east of the Rocky Mountains, in those States where the 
pine is found for our markets here, there has been manutietured in the 
last fifteen years, or about the first half of that, 3,000,000,000 feet ot 
lumber per annum; in the Northern States in the last seven or eight 
years the average of manufacture has been about 4,000,000,000 feet per 
annum. That includes shingles and laths, and such articles reduced 
to board measure, but does not include the square timber that 
been manufactured during that time. 

Mr. MORGAN. [ask the Senator from Michigan if that includes 
the manufactures of timber in the South ? 

Mr. CONGER. I was going to say about that, there had not been 


The duty on shingles is 20 


do not 


has 


| until within a few years what might be called extensive manutictures 
| of lumber in the South, as I have understood not since the war, until 
| within the last eight, ten, or twelve years. 


Since that time, in the Caro 
linas, in Florida, Alabama, Georgia, and Mississippi, [ have learned inci 
dentally that the manufacture of lumber has gradually and continually 
increased. The nearest estimate that I can get of the amount would 
be somewhere near a thousand million feet—less than that unless the 
increase has been made largely in the last year. So I have concluded 
that, taking all the lumber manutactured in all the pine-growing States 
of the Union for the last three or four years, the average, we may safely 
say there has not been to exceed 5,000,000,000 feet manufactured. By 
the reports of the Forestry Commission, by what we find in the census, 
by what I can learn from the reports in the several States and the Lum 
berman’s Gazette, and papers that represent from year to year the 
amount of pine manufactured, and as near as can be estimated the 
amount on hand, at that rate of manufacture there is pine enough in 
the United States to supply all the demands of manutacture for the next 
fifty years at least. Not in particular parts, because I know already 
that there are whole counties in my own State where the pine was the 
best, that have been entirely stripped of pine, and the whole region of 
many counties where pine formerly existed has become a fine agricultural 
region. 

There is among those who are not familiar with this subject, and one 
seems to find perhaps in other portions of the country, an opinion that 
pine grows mostly on sandy, barren land, either entirely useless or compat 
Ihave to say in regard to 
the pine lands of Michigan, that cover nearly the whole upper half of 
the Lower Peninsula and the valleys of the Upper Peninsula, that in the 
Lower Peninsula of Michigan nine-tenths of the land covered by pine 
is as good agricultural land as the average land of Michigan, which all 
understand to be as good agricultural lands as there are in any of the 
Northern States. The exceptions to the good land are strips of sand, 
coarse, loose, sandy land, that run in strips through different portions 


| of our State, from half a mile to five or six miles wide. and in some 


cases along the borders of the rivers or of the lake, fifteen, twenty, or 
thirty miles long. Almost the entire land is clayey, gravelly loam. 


| Almost aH the entire pine lands of Michigan, until you reach the north- 
| ern part of the Lower Peninsula, are covered with the finest, densest 


forest of hard wood thatisfoundinthe world. Beech and maple, white- 
wood, and all classes of trees, oak and hickory, grow amidst these pines. 
As a general rule there are the remains of the old pine forests, the mam- 


| moth pine it is called, with a few trees upon an acre, running from 


3 to 54 and sometimes 6 feet in diameter of the best, the finest pine in 
2 J 


| the world, the white pine. 


Now, leaving ourown side, the eastern side, of the Rocky Mountains, 
I learn that of the redwood alone west of the Rocky Mountains there is 


| enough timber standing to supply the demand, at double the rate of the 


cutting at the present time, of one hundred and fifty years, so that the 
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exhaustion would come more from the east of the mountains than from 
the west, and sooner. But I venture to say that for a hundred years 
the pine of the Southern States, from the difficulty of getting it to the 


mill or to the water for floating, would not by the ordinary process of 
its manufacture be consumed in a hundred years at its present rate of 
manufacture there. It is now, and will be from year to year, one of 


the most important and most valuable of the products of the South or 
of many of the Southern States, Hereafter that kind of pine will be 


used as it has not been before. It will be worth much in the market if 


it can be protected at all by a reasonable tariff. There is no danger, 
then, of the exhaustion of the pine; but that argument is of little value 
when we consider that inall these Northern States the settlers are push- 
ing in wherever the land is not held for its pine and cultivating the land, 
clearing the land, setting their fires, burning their logs and the refuse 
from the land, and making farms all over. 

The liability for fire to spread through the pine lands is very great. 
By two great fires, one in 1871 and the other the recent one in Michi- 
gan, we have had destroyed in Michigan more pine in value than would 
be cut off in ten years at the present rate of its manufacture. Fires 
spreading through a whole region 50 miles wide, 75 miles long, destroy 
at one sweep millions of dollars of value of the best pine in the world; 
and that makes a necessity for its manufacture even greater than the 
market might demand, because where pine is destroyed the next year 
after the pine is killed, whether it falls or whether it stands, the worm 
gets in the tree and renders it comparatively valueless as lumber, throw- 
ing the whole product of worm-eaten pine into the class of culls, or the 
very commonest kind of lumber in the market. If there were power 
to stop the manufacture of pine in the North to-day entirely the de- 
struction of pine by inevitable fires from the fact that the settlers have 
gone into the neighborhood of it and are clearing lands all through the 
pine region would waste away the pines, or might do so, as rapidly as 
the manufacture itself, and that valuable product be rendered worth- 
less. 

I want to say to the Senate a word or two more on the subject of the 
profits of the lumbering and the manufacture of pine. The Senator from 
Nebraska has said that the lamberman or pine dealer has obtained his 
land trom the United States at the rate of $1.25 per acre; that he sells 
it to the farmers upon the prairies wherever it is needed at exorbitant 
prices; and that he makes immense profits. That is the substance of 
the proposition. * It is not true that any pine lands can come into mar- 
ket in the first place at $1.25 per acre. They must first be offered in 
the market at public auction and all the pine men in the world have 
the opportunity of going and contesting for the valuable tracts in any 
new region offered in the market with their competition. It may be 
10 shillings, it may be 20 shillings; it may be $5, or more or less; but 
the pine lands of all the Northwestern States were bought, as far as the 
Government’s interest in them is concerned, years ago. Almost all the 
valauble pine lands that were in market or could be bought were bought 
years ago. From that time to this the owners of them, whether origi- 
nal purchasers or others, have been compelled to pay their taxes upon 
these lands. When they are situated in the midst of settlements they 
have had to pay and contribute their share to the building of roads, the 
support of schools, and with the interest on their money for ten, fifteen, 
or twenty years one can very well see that it would be a misleading 
statement to assume that the lumbermen, the owners of the pine, have 
really paid but 10 shillings an acre for the lands which they are using 
now. 

But the fret is that almost the entire pine region of Michigan, Wis- 
consin, and Minnesota is being lumbered by men who have recently 
purchased from others. They are not kept in one hand from the time 
of purchase. They are changing in this locality and that. The man 
who has a few sections of pine land in one region, in order to warrant 
him to make the improvements necessary, either by building mills or 
by building roads to get out the pine, is compelled to increase the 
amount so as to divide the expense among a greater number of feet of 
pine. 

L have made a very careful and elaborate statement, from year to 
year, corrected by the lumbermen and by the manufacturers of lumber, 
and I have here to state that from that examination for the last ten 
years there have been more than half the years when the profit to the 
manufacturer of lumber, between the purchase of the logs or the lum- 
bering of the lands and receiving the price for it in the market, has 
been less than 75 cents a thousand feet. There was one year when all 
the profit of the most careful manufacturer in the Saginaw Valley would 


not be over 37) cents a thousand feet, with the interest on the plant, 


on the mill, the payment for labor, the taxes, and all that went into 
the expense. 

There is no great profit to the lumber manufacturer. It is an un- 
certain business. In years of prosperity lumber is in demand. When 
the farmer is prosperous, and the villager is prosperous, and the mer- 
chant is prosperous, they can build; there is a demand for lumber. 
When there is a depression the great body of the lumber ceases to 
move, and it has to be sold at a diminished value or to be carried until 
x better time. I can remember since the panic when the lumbermen 
of Michigan after reducing the lumber to the lowest possible price to 
cover the expense of manufiicture, those who were able had to com- 





| bine together and prevent it is said one-half of the lumbermen from 
| going into bankruptcy by carrying through these close times and lack 
of market. It is a mistaken idea to suppose that in the South or any- 
where in any lumbering region the manufacturers of lumber make 
great profits or become immensely rich. 

As an explanation for the common remarks that are made about the 
great wealth to be acquired by lumbering it is undoubtedly true that 
when any person could get, ina favorable situation along streams wher 
logs could be floated and drawn with ease without much cost, a laree 
tract of valuable pine he can, either by selling the trees for their stum) 
age or even by the manufacture of them, make all the difference }o- 
tween the land at ten shillings or twenty shillings or five dollars an 
acre and the value of the timber. The man fortunate enough to have 
that without touching the ax or going into the forest, if his land has 
not been taxed long, if he got it cheap, can sit in his office and sell his 
timber by stumpage; and, deducting the cost and the interest and thy 
taxes, he can on a large tract of land make very great profits, as any 
one can on the rise of any article which he has purchased cheap, about 
which there is no great expense and for which now there is a great 
demand, 

I do not desire to detain the Senate with further comments upon this 
subject. I thought it was due to the lumber interests of the North and 
of the South; of the North because the main supply of the soft pine, 
the white pine, lumber comes from the North, andof the South I know 
something of it of my own knowledge and more from information from 
others. All through the Atlantic Coast States and the Gulf States 
where there is pine the people of those States are trying to utilize their 
pine; it is coming intodemand for purposes which were almost unknown 
in the market years ago. The yellow pine of the South is found to be 
for a great many purposes even superior to our Northern pine; it is ex- 
citing the industry and the enterprise of our Southern friends, and they 
have commenced the manufacture of pine lumber, crudely at first as we 
did in our forests, with insufficient mills or insufficient machinery; but 
as I understand now there are mills in these Southern States that have all 
the fine machinery of our Northern mills; that they are learning to manu- 
facture lumber economically, and are preparing to send it to market. 
I am informed that there is already a market for that class of lumber 
not only through all the southern regions of the United States to here 
and far north of here, but that there is a demand for this in the West 
India Islands, and that large quantities have been and are now being 
exported. 

lor the sake of my own State and the interests of my own people I am 
bound to attempt to preserve this protective duty upon lumber. I sub- 
mit that the interests of the Southern States, where the pine forests 
grow, demand a like protection for the new growing industries of all 
that region, that they be protected, that that new industry shall not be 
smothered by placing upon the free-list pine from any adjoining country. 
The amount of pine brought from Canada into the United States is com- 
paratively so small that if not increased it can not materially increase 
the value of pine and its expense to the farmers. I have not the tables 
here to show the amount of lumber from other countries introduced into 
the United States; but in looking at it I saw it was so comparatively 
small in amount that it could not fix the price of lumber in the United 
States, much less could it fix the price of lumber in the remote prairie 
States. 

Mr. CAMERON, of Wisconsin. If the Senator will permit me, the 
amount of lumber imported is stated in the table attached to the 
tarifl bill. The different items of different kinds of lumber are there 
given. 

Mr.CONGER. The Senator from Vermont [Mr. MORRILL] will read 
the items for me. 

Mr. MORRILL. The amount imported during the year ended June 
30, 1882, is as follows: 


Timber, hewn and sawed, and timber used for spars and in building 
wharves, cubic feet 72, 898. 00 
Timber, squared or sided, not specially enumerated or provided for 
Se ls I EI on cl cariitintincicincanncnngsnacbintnnicimessebsedeninewes busnaneinpenegoocs 185, 479. 00 
Boards, planks, deals, and other sawed lumber of hemlock, white- 
wood, sycamore, and basswood— 
Not planed or finished, M feet...................0cccerecrcserecsvecesccrssscnsesssenees 46, 844, 88 










Planed or finished on one side, M feet.. 16.44 
Planed or finished on two sides, M feet.... ee 
Boards, plank, deals, and other lumber, sawed from other varieties of 
wood, not elsewhere specified— 
Ee INR BE Tes Be GOS pcrencecesnn neces scscreseececactonsensossonsesconseiens 496, 003. 69 


Mr. CONGER. Those embrace the principal amounts introduced, 
and one will see by the reading of them that compared with the 
4,000,000,000 feet manufactured in the Southern and Northern States 
of the East, it is not sufficient to materially affect the price. The 
trouble about it is that in Canada the lumber has to be shipped to a 
market. It mostly goes down the Saint Lawrence. It is shipped from 
Montreal and Quebec out of the country to foreign ports, to Europe; 
but if it were not for a protective duty it could be placed in Chicago, 
Milwaukee, Toledo, Cleveland, Buffalo, Oswego, Ogdensburgh, at any 
_ of the ports along our great frontier, it could be brought into the United 
| States far cheaper than it could be sent abroad; and it could fill a large 

part of our market unless our people had some protection against its 
| introduction for their lumber. 
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Mr. VAN WYCK. Will the Sen:tor allow me to interrupt him? 

Mr. CONGER. Yes, sir. 

Mr. VANWYCK. Willhe please explain, if that be so, why Canada 
finds it necessary to impose a tariff on our lumber? 

Mr. CONGER. I have been talking about that all the while. The 
Senator spends his time probably in reading a newspaper until an idea 
strikes himand then he would have me go over the same ground again. 

Mr. VAN WYCK. The statement came so forcibly from the Sena- 
tor from Michigan that I wished him to explain. 

Mr. CONGER. Lhave been trying to show that without a tariff lum- 
ber manufactured and ready for market cheaper adjoining our country, 
its borders, its waters, where the transportation is just as cheap to our 
market as it is from our own ports without some protection, Canada 
could turn into the United States millions and millions of feet of lum- 
ber every year; that they could lower the price below any profit to the 
manufacturer and they could destroy the small profits which are now 
received. If I have failed to make that somewhat apparent I have thiled 
entirely in my object. There isaduty of $2 a thousand feet upon pine 
and some other kinds of lumber in this tariff bill. 
sand feet upon other kinds. That has been shown to be just about the 
rate that would prevent the large importation of pine from Canada, 
and it is a convincing proof that during all these years the price of lum- 
ber to the consumer has not been exorbitant, has been reasonable, else 
there would have been millions and millions of feet of pine introduced 
from Canada. 

That, Mr. President, is all that I desire to say upon this question of 
lumber. I wish the Senators who have not given much attention to 
this matter should at least know something of the value of stumpage; 
of the profits of manuiacturing; of the difference between the cost of 
standing timber in the United States and in Canada, and the necessity 
for the protection of that interest in which in the Northwestern States, 
there are fifty or sixty thousand people whose daily bread depends upon 
the continuance and the profitable continuance of the lumbering busi- 


ness, 

Mr. VAN WYCK. Mr. President, I would not feel it my duty to 
say anything further on this subject except for some statements which 
the Senator from Michigan [Mr. CoNGER] has seen fit to make in re- 
gard to this question. ‘lhe effect of the duty, my friend says, would 
be to keep out Canadian lumber, and that is all that is sought to be 
accomplished by the bill in this connection, to prevent Canadian lumber- 
men from competing successfully with the American manufacturers in 
this country. When I said I could see no reason why those desiring 
the use of this lumber should pay $3 per thousand feet as a tax my 
friend immediately interposed and declared that such was not the case, 
that the tax did not exceed $2 per thousand feet. My friend was very 
anxious that that fact should go down correctly to history. I supposed 
at the time that the gentlemen who framed the bill, in their benignity 
and in their consideration of other laborers besides those who cut and 
saw pine logs in Michigan, and Minnesota, and Wisconsin, had proba- 
bly made some reduction of the rate fixed in the previous tariff; but I 
find such is not the case, and therefore it is that there is a class of lum- 
ber taxed at $3 a thousand. 

Mr. CONGER. Manufactured ? 

Mr. VAN WYCK. Manufactured. 

Mr. CONGER. Planed and dressed ? 

Mr. VAN WYCK. Certainly, planed and dressed. 

Mr. CONGER. I was speaking of the article of lumber. 

Mr. VAN WYCK. Lam speaking of the article of lumber, and I 
say there is no good reason why it should pay $3 per thousand. 

Mr. CONGER. I spoke of lumber. 
another thing. 

Mr. McMILLAN. Lumber, not manufactured lumber. 

Mr. VAN WYCK. I wasspeaking of those kinds of lumber the duty 
on which ranges from $1 to $3.50. It is true. My friend from Mich- 
igan now admits it to be true. 

Mr. CONGER. No, I do not. 

Mr. VAN WYCK. Does not the Senator admit the fact that the 
duty on lumber ranges from $1 to $3.50. 

Mr. CONGER. No; the tax is $1 on a certain kind and $2 on 
another. 

Mr. VAN WYCK. And $3 and $3.50 on other kinds. 

Mr. CONGER. When you come to describe another article, whether 
made into blinds or sawed into flooring, or made ornamental in some 
way, there is a rate for that; but lumber is lumber, and can not be 
changed hy any such process into some manufacture of planed lumber, 
door, or sash, or anything else. 

Mr. VAN WYCK. 
ufactured lumber. 
ber unplaned is another description of lumber; lumber planed and 
tongued and grooved is another description of lumber. 


The Senator is discussing 


I said on Satur- 


day that the tax to be paid was trom $1 to $3, but upon examination I | 


find it ranges from $1 to $3.50. Lumber in different stages is taxed 


I say the duty here fixed is $3 and $3.50 on man- | that the fact is established that when you speak of stumpage in con 


Lumber planed is one description of lumber; lum- | 
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|} to a great deal of 


There is $1 a thou- | 





| 





differently—lumber planed and unplaned, lumber planed on one side or | 


planed on both sides, lumber planed on one side and tongued or grooved, 
or lumber planed on both sides and tongued and grooved; it is the 
description of lumber to which I refer. 


| here. 
| ured a beautiful se 
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If the Senator trom Nebraska will look at the bill 
At the head 


Mr. MeMILLAN 


he will find the correct use of terms to express his idea. 


of this schedule he will tind the words, **‘ Wood and wooden-wares.”’ 
That would embrace the items that the Senator refers to. When we 
speak ot lumber it is a well understood article; it is the product ot the 
tree standing 

Mr. VAN WYCK Now, let us see who is right IL do not contess 


. 
KTLOW Leciare 


My friend said he 
He said he knew all about the 
he knows all about the 
other men. 

Mr. CONGER. 

Mr. VAN WYCK 

Mr. CONGER 
asserts it. 

Mr. VAN WYCK L assert it because the Sen itor said se, 
I concede that he does know all about the tarifi 
guage here, beginning in line 852 


My triend trom Michigan does, and | 
knew all about lumber. I concede it 
tariffon lumber. I concede it ; but it 

is more fortunate than a good many 


concede it 


all about the taruf. 
My triend convinced me that he knew all about it 
I did not say I knew all about it 


1 did not say lL knew 


Still the Senator 


l think 
1 will read the lan 


Sawed boards, plank, deals, and other lumber of hemlock 
more, and bass wood, $l per 1,000 feet, board measure ; allother at sof sawed 
lumber, $2 per 1,000 feet, board measure. But when lumber of any sor plained 
or finished, in addition to the rates herein provided, there shall be levied and 
paid for each side so planed or finished, 50 cents per 1,000 feet, board measure 

And if planed on one side and tongued and groved, $1 per | 
measure 


white wood, svea 


That makes it $3 per 1,000 feet. 


And if planed on two sides, and tongued and grooved, $15 
board measure 


Making $3.50 per thousand feet for lamber, characterized and called 
lumber in this very schedule. Therefore, if there is any force in the 
statement I made, the fact is established that the tax to be paid is from 
SL to $3.50 per thousand feet upon lumber in the different conditions in 
which it is thrown upon the market, but it is still lumber and we do 
not call it anything else; it can not be called anything else. The thet 
is established, I take it. 

L undertook to show that lumber could be furnished about as cheaply 
in the United States as in Canada. — I said tirst that stumpage 
in the United States than it is in Canada. L said the probable cost of 
the manufacture is no more in the United States than it is in Canada 
I Said that the cost of transportation is probably greater in Canada than 
it is in the United States 
questions. 


IS ho hore 


My friend takes issue with me upon these 
What I said was that the Government of Canada was not so 
liberal to those who purchased its pine forests as the Government of the 
United States, and I think that the ftiets establish it. In the United 
States this timber land was purchased, as my friend admits, for $1.25 
per acre, some of it for $2.50 an acre 


That is all the Government r 
ceived, no more. 


Therefore, when I undertake to estimate the amount 
of stumpage paid to the Government by the purchasers, | take the price 
which they paid tor the land, which is31.25 or $2.50, as the case may be 
That is one proposition. 

The question is not what the gentlemen who have bought all the pine 
forests in the United States choose to fix as their price upon the land 
That was not the question under discussion at that moment. I say 
again that the stumpage of the Government is greater in Canada than 
it is in the United States. Taking the price as $2.50 per acre; if you 
please, it can readily be computed, the product being 5,000 feet, which 
is small, for it is generally double that quantity; but at 5,000 feet per 
acre, the Senator can readily estimate the amount of the stumpage. It 
is not the $4.50 that the owners of pine forests exact when they sell to 
other persons who may choose to go and plant their saw-mills and con 
vert the trees into lumber. When we talk of stumpage, | take it we 
talk of what the governments do in both cases, and in the United States 
the Government has sold to these men at $1.25 and $2.50 an acre. In 
Canada the stumpage is more than that, because here is my friend's 
admission that the gentlemen here who buy at $1.25 and $2.50 per were 
buy the title to the soil, and after the land is denuded of its trees they 
cansell itand do, I presume, as agricultural land, fora price equal to that 
which they paid the Government. Sothe stumpage on that basis 
be substantially nothing. 

Sut in Canada, as my friend says, in the first place the privilege to 
enter upon the public domain and cut is auctioned off. The title is not 
sold, but the privilege to enter is given, and that isauctioned off. That 
brings 35 centsa thousand. In addition to that there are certain other 
conditions imposed by the Canadian Government, amounting to about 
75 cents a thousand. Then there is no title to the 


must 


land. So I claim 
nection with the cost from the Government of each nation the American 
purchaser of pine land has an advantage over the Canadian purchaser 
from the Canadian Government. 

I further said that it cost in Canadanearly as much, or probably fully 
as much, to convert into lumber as it did in the United States, and my 
friend took issue with that and said that possibly could not be so. Ile 
said that they had the facilities for manutacturine that we had 
My friend said that wages were a little more here, and he pict 
ne in midwinter of 5,009 Canadians coming throug] 


same 
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. | 
the snow, with theiraxes strapped upon their backs, to obtain the better | 


wages which they could get upon American soil, and they spend their 
winters in American forests, returning in the spring-time to their own 
country. That being so, the object, then, is to benefit Canadian labor, 
toallow it to come over here and absorb the benefit of our high wages. 
If that be so—and I presume it is—-then necessarily the Canadian man- 
ufacturer of lumber, living so near tous as he is, if the best of the labor- 


ers can be induced to come from Canada into American pineries, must | 


pay the same or nearly the same wages which can be obtained by cross- 
ing the line. 


Now, as to the fact of their using machinery, I presume my friend | 
will not question anything in the report of the Tariff Commission, and | 
they have given us some very good suggestions upon this matter, which | 


if repeated bysome one in opposition to my friend I suppose he would 
stigmatize as a free-trade notion; and yet my position to-day is just the 
position declared in the sentiments of the report. Had they carried 
into effect the sentiments of the report, or had the Finance Committee 
done so, there would be less objection to this bill. But I will say to 
my friend that I take the position I do because it is good, sound Re- 
publican doctrine, and has been for twenty years. My doctrineisa tariff 
for revenue, with incidental protection. ‘That position as a Republican 
party we have occupied for years. We have substantially declared it in 
every Republican platform from 1872 to the present time. I occupied 
that position with one other on this side of the Chamber when we voted 
against the appointment of a Tariff Commission. 


We felt then that the Tariff Commission was, as expressed by a gen- | 
tleman on this side of the House, a makeshift, that it was intended to | 


do just what it is doing, to mystify still more this question of the tariff, 
and to make no substantial reduction of the tariff which the people see 
or feel or understand. When these gentlemen proclaim the doctrine 
as to revenue reform that I stand on, I am not to be arraigned; noram 
I to be arraigned because I stood where the Republican party has planted 
us for the last twelve years. When I felt it my duty to raise my voice 
at the last session and object to the constitution of the commission, it 
was perfectly evident then, as it appears more evident now, that gen- 
tlemen would be placed on that commission to protect the interests 
which they represented, rather than to consider the prosperity of the 
country which it was supposed they were intended to serve. The re- 
sult has shown it; the report has shown it; the bill they have presented 
has shown it. The bill clearly establishes that fact. 
propose to reduce duties; they argue the necessity of it in this report; 
yet on the small matter of lumber, where there is as much necessity 
and more reason than on any other article fora reduction, these gentle- 
men pass it by and never propose the simplest reduction. 

My friend says they have reduced the duties on iron and steel and 
some other things which he enumerated; and yet I ask him if it is not 
the fact that that quality of steel from which agricultural implements 
are made, which enters into machinery, has not been increased instead 
of being reduced by this bill which my friend from Vermont proposes 
here? Lask him if the duty on the wire from which the barbed fence 
is made, which the farmer must use on millions of the acresof the West, is 
not really increased by this bill? Lask him ifon other articles this very 
same bill does not increase the duty, though they are matters of prime 
necessity. Lumber is a matter of prime necessity; barbed wire is a 
matter of prime necessity; steel which enters into the manufacture of 
machinery is a matter of prime necessity; and yet lumber has not been 
touched or reduced a farthing, and the duties on these other articles of 
prime necessity have really been increased in this bill. 

Mr. HOAR. So far as wire is concerned, if my friend will allow me, 
unless Tam much misinformed, the bill reduces the duty on wire and 
increases, slightly, that on the rods from which the wire is made. Per- 
haps that is what the Senator had in mind. The wire manufacturer is 
very considerably less protected than under the old law. 

Mr. VAN WYCK. My friend will see, when we come to get a little 
more into the merits of this matter, he may be as fortunate asour friend 
from Michigan to know all about it already, but if he does not he will 
find, when we get further, that the duty has been increased onall these 
articles by shrewd and ingenious provisos, provisos which have been 
in no other bill, and were placed there for a purpose. 

Mr. HOAR. Ido not want to take the Senator’s time, but in the 
particular article to which he refers I think he is mistaken. Our old 
professor of chemistry, when he made an experiment which was un- 
successful, used to tell the class that the experiment failed but the prin- 
ciple remained the same. My friend’s experiment fails, and I will not 
undertake to combat his principle. 

Mr. VAN WYCK. I haveno experiment about this matter. I will 
say to my friend that they have reduced the different grades of value 
in this bill over the old rates; that is to say, wire of one description is 
at so much a pound, wire of a certain other description is at so many 
cents a pound. My friend will find that the change made is a redue- 
tion on wire that is used the least, and the increase is on the wire that 
is used the most. My friend will find that, I think. 

Mr. HOAR. I think not. 

Mr. VAN WYCK. We shall see presently. I did not intend to 
divert the discussion from the matter of woods to wire by any means. 
I merely proposed to show that this bill did not do what it alleged; 


They say they | 


that in matters of prime necessity which I mentioned it has not made 
reductions. 4 

I was saying that it cost probably as much to manufacture lumber in 
Canada as in the United States, because I thought that they had not 
advantages of machinery equal to ours in America. I find in that | 
am corroborated by the commission’s report. The report presents 
good, sound doctrine not particularly of the Republican party. We are 
not speaking of this in a partisan sense. This is a question which 
reaches beyond all party and all party considerations, and I only al- 
| luded to such matters incidentally. 

These gentlemen in this report argue just as I am arguing to-day, that 
there is a necessity for a reduction of the tariff rates upon articles of 
prime necessity; and if I stand there with them, certainly I ought not 
| to be questioned, nor ought I to be questioned from a political stand- 
point, because I am acting in full accord with the Republican platforms 
of 1876 and 1880; and the platform of 1872 not only says I am correct in 
what I am now saying, but that the main purpose of the tariff was reve- 
nue. 

I would understand from the position of the Senator from Michigan 
now that he is for protection. The Republican party has nowhere sub- 
scribed to the doctrine of laying tariff duties for the sake of protection. 
Revenue is the first primary consideration, and gentlemen must not find 
fault with me if I choose to stick as long as possible to the old tenets 
and the old doctrines of the Republican party. In 1872, more than ten 
| years ago, the Republican national platform declared: 

7. The annual revenue, after paying current expenditures, pensions, and the 
interest on the public debt, should furnish a moderate balance for the reduction 
| of the principal— 

We are not suffering on that account now; we are getting on very 
well in reducing the principal of the debt— 

and that revenue, except so much as may be derived from a tax upon tobac 
and liquors, should be raised by duties upon importations, the details of whic 
should be so adjusted as to aid in securing remunerative wages to labor, and to 
promote the industries, prosperity, and growth of the whole country. 

That is the position I occupy to-day: revenue primarily, incidental 
protection. The Republican party pledged itself then to collect inter- 
nal revenues from tobacco and whisky, and after that all that was 
needed by customs duties so laid and distributed as to aid in securing 
to labor remunerative wages and to promote the prosperity of the whole 
country. That was agreed to in 1872. In 1876 the Republican plat- 
form resolved that— 

The revenue necessary — 
| Nowhere protection; ‘‘the revenue, 
then— 

The revenue necessary for current expenditures and the obligations of the public 
debt must be largely derived from duties upon importations, which, so far as 
possible, should be adjusted to promote the interests of American labor and 
advance the prosperity of the whole country. 

There I stand to-day. A tariff for revenue was the Republican doc- 
trine in 1872; a tariff for revenue was the Republican doctrine in 1876. 
Now we come down to 1880: 

We reaffirm the belief avowed in 1876 that the duties levied for the purpose of 
revenue— 

Not protection. 
should so discriminate as to favor American labor. 


For myself there I stand to-day; there I stood when this matter was 
discussed at the last session; and am I to be charged with being a free- 
trader or obstructing tariff legislation because I believe that when the 
Republican party pledged itself to a tariff for revenue, with incidental 
protection, it meant it? Not only do I believe that it meant it, but I 
believe that the American people have reaffirmed and indorsed it time 
and time again and have spoken the same doctrine repeatedly. 

I take it for granted all of the gentlemen who voted for the commis- 
sion have read its report; at least I hope so. We were to be relieved, 
we were to be aided by this commission. We were told that the tariff 
was a very difficult, mysterious subject; it must be touched carefully; 
experts must be furnished who would frame a bill to simplify it so that 
we could fully understand it. Now what do they say in their report? 
Let me read from it a moment: 

Early in its deliberations the commission became convinced that a substantial 
reduction of tariff duties is demanded. 

I say that to-day, and because I say that to-day my very aimable 
friend from Michigan takes exception. Your Tariff Commission have 
said it; these gentlemen who were to enlighten Congress and the nation 
have said it. 

Early in its deliberations the commission became convinced that a substantial 
reduction of tariff duties is demanded— 

‘*Not by a mere indiscriminate popular clamor,’’ oh, no— 


not by a mere indiscriminate popular clamor, but by the best conservative 
opinion of the country, including that which has in former times been most 
strenuous for the preservation of our national industrial defenses. 

Your commission say it, and I am asking to-day that there should be 
some reduction in the duties on matters of prime necessity. 

Such a reduction of the existing tariff the commission regards not only asa 


due recognition of public sentiment and a measure of justice to consumers, but 
one conducive to the general industrial prosperity. 








that was the primary object 





My friend says, ‘‘ No; hold the tariff duties where they are; keep them 
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where they are, already great; make no concession, no reduction;’’ and | 
vet the Tariff Commission say: 

~ Such a reduction of the eRisting tariff the commission regards not only asa 
ine recognition of public sentiment and a measure of justice to consumers, but 
pars conducive to the general industrial prosperity, and which, though it may 
be temporarily inconvenient, will be ultimately beneficial to the special interests 
affected by such reduction. 

That is good reform doctrine. Further on they say: 

Entertaining these views, the commission has sought to present a scheme 
of tariff duties in which substantial reduction should be the distinguishing reat- 
ure. 

That is what they made the effort todo. They say: 

The average reduction in rates, including that from the eniargement of the 
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free-list and the abolition of the duties on charges and commissions, at which | 


the commission has aimed, is not less on the average than 20 per cent., and itis 
the opinion of the commission that the reduction will reach 25 per cent. 

Now, they say that it will reach 20 per cent. and may reach 25; and 
yet on this matter of lumber, an article of prime necessity, where there 
Was no sort of reason or necessity for the continuation of any tariff duty, 
the existing rate has been untouched by this commission and has been 
untouched by the Finance Committee of this body. 

I digressed a moment ago from the point on which I was endeavoring 
to make a suggestion, and that was that Canadian lumber possibly cost 
as much as the American manufacture. 
to that, I find this in the report: 

It would seem that the rates of duties under the existing tariff—fixed, for the 
most part, during the war— 

This is the very same argument that has been used time and time 
again by the people who are asking for a reduction of duties— 
under the evident necessity at that time of stimulating to its utmost extent 
all domestic production—mnight be adapted, through reduction, to the present 
condition of peace requiring no such extraordinary stimulus— 

Here is all that has been said by those who oppose this tariff and de- 
sire a reduction. These gentlemen first admit it; secondly they claim 
that they have done it to the extent of 20 or 25 per cent.; third, they 
boldly step forward and say that the present tariff, made during war 
times, should not be expected to exist at this day— 
and in the mechanical and manufacturing industries— 


I have supposed from what we oftentimes hear here that the United 
States in intelligence, ingenuity, in skill, and in industry, surpassed 
anynationintheearth. My friend from Michigansays ‘‘ No; Canadians 
have facilities which they can use just as well.’’ This is what the Tar- 
riff Commission say: 

And in the mechanical and manufacturing industries, especially those which 
have been long established— 

As lumber for instance— 
it would seem that the improvements in machinery and processes made within 
the last twenty years, and the high scale of penn en which has become 
a characteristic of their establishments, would permit our manufacturers to com- 
pete with their foreign rivals under a substantial reduction of existing duties. 

Therefore I say that the proposition I make is sustained by the lan- 
guage’of the argument of the Tariff Commission itself. Therefore it 
was that I claimed there was no necessity for the continuance of the 
lumber duty. 

Mr. CONGER. Will the gentleman say, after reading the opinion 
of the commission on that subject, what judgment did they come to in 
regard to the propriety of the reduction of the duty onlumber? What 
conclusion did they come to after that elaborate investigation ? 

Mr. VAN WYCK. Precisely. 

Mr. CONGER. Will the gentleman answer me? 

Mr. VAN WYCK. I will answer witha great deal of pleasure. I 
wish the gentleman to understand that I consider it no interruption 
that he should correct any mistake I make. 

Mr. CONGER. After all their examination I understand that the 
commission reported that it was best to leave lumber with the same 
protection that it had before. 

Mr. VAN WYCK. Precisely. I thank the gentleman for the inter- 
ruption. I meant to say to him at the outset that I would not con- 
sider it an interruption to have my attention called to any mistake or 
erroneous statement, because I am satisfied it would improve my own 
remarks to have them joined now and then by the brilliant wit and 
keen sarcasm and the genial humor of my friend from Michigan. 

Mr. CONGER. Now answer the question. 

Mr.VAN WYCK. Precisely. The TariffCommission start out with 
the proposition on which I stand, and if I may speak of it in a party 
sense, on which the Republican party has stood for the last twelve years. 
The Tariff Commission start out with the necessity for a reduction of the 

tariff. They say they want a reduction on articles of prime necessity; 
they go so far as to say that they have reduced the tariff from 20 to 25 
per cent.; but the Senator wants to know why, when they have made 
that elaborate expression of opinion, they stand and say the duty ought 
not to be reduced upon lumber. The very point I was making a few 
moments ago in regard to the bill proposed by the Tariff Commission 
is that they 
Keep the word of promise to our ear, 
And break it to our hope. 
After the Tariff Commission planted themselves on the doctrine which | 


To corroborate my opinionas | , ve : ; 
. yo | from Wisconsin, as to arraign the Committee on Finance, tor | do not 


| inconsistency and incongruity. 
| duction they fail when it is to be put into execution 


| at the same time arraigning the Committee on Finance 





| nance Committee present a bill which in fact increases many of the du- 
| tles upon articles of prime necessity. 


I was undertaking to illustrate 
With this declaration on their 
lips they bring in the bill before us; and in their report they content 
themselves with speaking of the subject of lumber in four lines, which I 
read on Saturday. All they say is that the duty should be untouched, 
and standing upon their own argument in their report, we fail to un- 
derstand how, inthe matter of lumber, they could consistently say that 
the duties on that should not be touched. That is the very point I am 
making to show the inconsistency of this commission. 

Mr. CONGER. After all their consideration they said that in their 
judgment the duty on lumber should remain as it was 

Mr. VAN WYCK. 


that, and I may do it more hereafter. 


Precisely. There I arraign the commission for 
While they argue the necessity of re 
They have so 
framed this bill as to increase the duties of the tormer tariff on articles 
which are actually absolutely necessary. 

Mr. CAMERON, of Wisconsin. The Senator will observe that he is 
. Which consid 
ered the bill, considered this whole matter, and reported the bill to the 
Senate. That committee agree with the Tariff Commission 

Mr. VAN WYCK. I do not go quite so far, I will say to my friend 


understand the Committee on Finance to subscribe to the doctrines laid 
down in the report of the Tariff Commission. 

Mr. CAMERON, of Wisconsin. No matter what doctrines are laid 
down in that report, the Finance Committee reported the bill to the 
Senate, retaining the present duty on lumber. 

Mr. VAN WYCK. Certainly, thatis so. I was talking of the Tarif} 
Commission. I was jastifying my own course not only by the platform 
of the Republican party but by the report of the Tariff Commission 
itself, and I wanted to show that I was trying to carry out what I bi 
lieve, and that the Tariff Commission were not; and if the Finance Com 
mittee of this body subscribe to the doctrines laid down in the report of 
the Tariff Commission then they are as inconsistent and as guilty of 
incongruity as the Tariff Commission itself. Faith without works is 
dead. That was the point I was trying tomake; that this was intended 
as a blind, merely a sort of subterfuge intended to show ‘‘how not to 
do it,’’ pretending to reduce the tariff and not doing it 

Now, I say to my friends unless we make a substantial reduction ot 
the tariff duties we had better close this bill. Takingthisbill, the peo 
ple at home can not see that there is any reduction of the tariff when 
they supposed we were pledged to it and the Tariff Commission was 
pledged to it, and they can not put their finger on a reduction to ben 
efit them. I ask my friends what answer shall we make when the peo 
ple undertake to arraign us again as they have arraigned us in the past, 
and call us to account for what we may have done? Sir, let us have a 
tariff bill that will substantially reduce duties whereby the people shall 
be benefited; but this is so glaring that it illustrates the very point | 
was trying to make, that in the very matter of lumber more than any 
othersingle article, more than in barbed wire, more than in any species of 
iron wire, more than inany other articlein this bill from the beginning 
to the end, the people imperatively demand a reduction of the duty 
upon lumber. Therefore when this commission have said what they 
have, and presented such a bill as they have, and when the Committee 
on Finance have presented the bill and stricken off not a farthing from 
this hard, unjust tax, I have a right to arraign the commission and | 
have a vight to give the reasons why I insist that there shall be a reduce 
tion here. 

My friend from Michigan says, ‘‘Oh, no; there is no danger of any 
destruction of lumber; it will last fifty years.’? The Census Bureau, 
which costs us enough at least to know what it tells us, says our supply 
will last but eight years. 

Mr. CONGER. They say twenty-five years more. 

Mr. VAN WYCK. They said that at first; but they have been grow 
ing wiser as they grow older, and they say now only eight years. Now 
you arraign the judgment of the census experts; you do not pay any 
attention to them when they do not say what you want. I present that 
to the consideration of my friend. They say it will last eight years 
only and then your supply is gone. 

Another point. Iam sustained in my Republican position by a Re- 
publican President of the United States, and I am sorry my friends put 
themselves in antagonism to the Republican President and Administra- 
tion on this question. The Republican President of the United States 
sustains the same doctrine on this point, because he says in his mes- 
sage: 

The condition of the forests of the country and the wasteful manner in which 
their destruction is taking place give cause for serious apprehension— 

My friend says there is no apprehension; they will last fifty years; 
the Census Bureau says eight, but my friend says fifty; there is no 
cause for apprehension, yet the President of the United States says there 
is cause for serious apprehension— 
and their total extinction can not long be delayed unless better methods than 
now prevail shall be adopted for their protection and cultivation. 


I am fortunate to stand on the platform of the Republican party 


the American people believe in, then they present a bill and the Fi- | three times enunciated; I am fortunate to stand on the report of the 
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Tariff! Commission; and | am still more fortunate to stand on the dec- | 
laration made in regard to this matter by the President of the United | 
States. Let these gentlemen, if they will, tear themselves away from 
the Administration which they helped to create and which they pro- 
fess to love. I say, then, there isdanger, there is serious apprehension; 
and we are spending thousands of dollars a year to preserve the forests 
of this countrys 
domain; we are giving away land valued at $1.25 or $2.50 per acre to 
men who will go and agree to plant a few rows of trees upon it— $200 
or $400 in value. We give $400 in land to an individual if he will un- 
dertake to go and actually will go and plant a fewtrees upon it. And 
yet gentlemen say there is no cause for apprehension; but the Presi- 
dent of the United States says there is a cause for apprehension. 

I desire any gentleman to give one reason why this tax on lumber 
should be retained, The price of lumber has been increasing from year 
to yeal 


Mr. CONGER. No, sir. 


Mr. VAN WYCK. In what year did it not increase ? 
Mr. CONGER. It has been decreasing. 


Mr. VAN WYCK. 
last crop of lamber. 
Mr. CONGER. The last crop was between now and last spring. 

Mr. VAN WYCK. Ido not think any persons who bought lumber 
were aware of the fact thatthe price had decreased. I can say without 
fear of successful contradiction that the price of lumber has increased 
year after year until now it is almost enough to prevent persons who 
have gone out on the prairies and made the Northwestern States what 
they are, who have made Iowa and Wisconsin, too, notwithstanding its 
pineries, what they are, and made Kansas and Nebraska what they are 
trom purchasing to the extent of absolute necessity. The men who have 
gone out lately have been under the necessity of putting themselves in 
dug-outs or mud cabins, until they can save enough possibly to buy a 
thousandor two thousand feet of boards to put up a building to protect 
themselves and families from the storm. It is one of the absolute neces- 
sities of life, and when men in Kansas, Nebraska, or lowa are compelled 
to pay from one dollar to three and a half dollars duty on lumber they 
use in building their houses and out-houses it is a hardship that should 
not be tolerated. We are asked to adopt tariff laws to protect infant 
industries; and yet this has almost passed away and soon will be oblit- 
erated as an industry of the American people, and yet with it all no 
reason can be found by the Tariff Commission or Finance Committee 
why its protection should be reduced even a farthing so that the people 
may have the benefit of this article at a less price. 

My friend says they have atariffin Canada, There are a great many 
strange things about all this matter. In the first place we must have 
a tariff, they say, to keep Canadian lumber out because it can be man- 
ufactured cheaper than ours; and then the Canadians must have a tariff 
to keep American lumber out. Why? 
does Canada want a tariffon lumber? Why does Canada want a tariff 
on lumber if it is true that lumber can be manufactured more cheaply 
in Canada than in the United States? Will the gentleman tell me why 
Canada wishes a tariff on lamber to keep out American lumber, if it 


When did it commence to decrease? Take the 


be true that lumber can be furnished cheaper in Canada than in the | 


United States? 
to give it. 

Mr. CONGER. I suppose the Senator must know—if not I am very 
much surprised—that a very large portion of the Canadian lumber ex- 
cept what is needed for consumption within the provinces is shipped to 
Europe. The effort heretofore has been for lumber contiguous to the 
Saint Lawrence or the lakes to be purchased by Canadian purchasers to 
be shipped to Europe as a Canadian product. Canada saw fit to im- 
pose tariff duties upon many such products as came in, 
always been some tariff upon lumber and there has always been an ex- 
port duty upon Canadian lumber. They have transferred now the 
export duty on lumber shipped from Canada and made it an import 
duty upon American lumber. 

But this is the main reason why lumber from the States should go into 
Canada: In Manitoba, where there are greatsettlements and a large num- 
ber of buildings going upthere is no pine accessible except what comes 
from the United States by any means of transportation available there. 
The lumbermen of Minnesota have to pay 20 per cent. upon their lum- 
ber taken into Manitoba to supply the market where there is no home 
production. It must come from the States, ifat all. In the southern 
portion of Canada West there is no pine; it can be obtained from the 
States, from the Saint Clair River, cheaper than it can from Georgian 
Bay. They put on a duty to get a revenue and protect their interest. 
We put it on to protect our interest and for the revenue. 

Mr. VAN WYCK. Can the Senator tell us how much revenue Can- 
ada receives from the tariff imposed upon American lumber? 

Mr. CONGER. The receipts from all kinds of lumber last year were 
something like three-quarters of a million dollars, I think. 

Mr. VAN WYCK. From American lumber? 

Mr. CONGER. No; this Government received that from Canadian 
lumber. I do not know what Canada received from American lumber. 

Mr. VAN WYCK. I understood the gentleman to say that a tariff 
was imposed by Canada for the purposes of revenue. 


I pause for a reply if the gentleman will be so kind as 


We are doing more, we are giving away our public | 


If the Senator is correct, why | 


There has | 


Mr. CONGER. I said also that I did not know the amount of reye- 
nue derived by the Canadian Government. 
Mr. VAN WYCK. Can you inform us reatly whether they derive 
any revenue from that tax? 
Mr. CONGER. 1 know that a great deal of lumber was exported to 
Manitoba last year. There must be a revenue of 20 per cent. paid on 
its value. 
Mr. VAN WYCK. Not necessarily. The Senator says Canada im- 
posed this duty for the purpose of revenue, when, if his other position 
he true, it is utterly impossible they can ever get a dollar of revenue, 
because he says they can turn it out more cheaply than in the United 
States. I said my opinion was it would cost probably as much, and 
the facts justify me in the assertion. The fact that Canada imposes a 
_duty to keep out American lumber from Canada except on the pay- 

ment of a duty establishes that fact clearly, so that I am sustained in 
what I say, that the manufacture of lumber in America costs about 
the same as in Canada. 

Mr. CONGER. The Senator will remember that the line between 
Canada and the United States is over 3,000 mileslong. Atsome places 
opposite the United States in Canada there is no lumber and they must 
get it where they can. In some places opposite Canada where there is 
lumber there is none in the United States. On a long frontier of that 
kind there may be a necessity for lumber at one point that does not 
exist at another. In one place it might be beneficial to export it and 
in another to import it, along that border of 3,000 miles. 

Mr. DAWES. Iam an inquirer in this matter, and I should like to 
get some information from my friend from Nebraska. If there is a 
manufacture of lumber in Canada and in the United States, what is it 
wanted to put it on the free-list for? 

Mr. VAN WYCK. I want it on the free-list that we may have a 
market adjoining us for the sake of making purchase. 

Mr. DAWES. And you say it will cost just as much. 
| Mr. VAN WYCK. If it does cost as much we shall have another 
field and we may take our choice; there is more competition. There 
| may be lumber nearer water that will come over from Canada at a less 
price than if it has to go three hundred miles off. If a man adjoins 
Canada and can have the advantage of purchasing lumber more cheaply 
there than of his neighbor far off, why not allow him to have the benefit 
of it and get his lumber more cheaply ? The truth is you put this tariff 
on, as my triend says, to keep Canadian lumber out of the United States. 

Mr. CONGER. I did not say it was to keep it out, because it does 
come in, and we expect it to come in; but I have said and argued that 
the protection of our own labor, the keeping of 50,000 men and their 
| families in possession of the meansof livelihood demand that those who 

pay taxes to support our own Government, national, State, county, and 

town, and the school system shall at least have the right to their own 
| market to protect that labor. That is what I say. Some Canadian 
lumber will come in with this tariff or with any other. 

Mr. VAN WYCK. This protection necessarily will increase the price 
of lumber. 

Mr. CONGER. Not atall. By competition in this country lumber 
| is reduced and has been for fifteen years to the lowest possible limit, 
and to-day the Senator’s constituents in Nebraska get their lumber 
cheaper than they ever did before in this world. I know it. The ree- 
ords of the sales will show it. 

Mr. VAN WYCK. The Senator will allow me to speak for Nebraska, 
and I say there is nothing of that kind; there is no pretense of anything 
of that kind. Lumber has continually increased in Nebraska for the 
| last five years, until to-day it is higher in that market than it has been 

at any time during the last five years. I say that without fear of con- 
| tradiction; and I sey to my friend that there is not the least foundation 
for the assertion he makes. The markets in this country will show that 
lumber has been steadily increasing in value, and if you do not put a 
tariff on Canadian lumber to increase and keep up the price of American 

lumber, the price will go down. Why not? I pause for a reply. 
Mr. CONGER. I have already stated what we put the duty on for. 
| We put it on under the very principle annunciated by the Republican 
| party in all its platforms that there shall be incidental protection to 
| American industry. We have put it on because Canada has a tariff 
| equally great with our own upon lumber that we export there. We put 
| it on to preserve a market for an interest which changes up and down 
from year to year, and which through more than two-thirds of the last 
fifteen years has been a struggling interest, reducing labor in many 
places in order to keep the mills going, and I say that to-day in the lit- 
tle lumber-yards of Nebraska lumber can be bought cheaper than it 
could ever before in that State. The price of lumber has increased but 
slightly since the panic, and the means of transportation have so much 
increased that it is transported from the lumber-yards and mills into 
Nebraska cheaper than it ever was before. 

Mr. VAN WYCK. The Senator has stated that the compensation 
for labor in the pine forests of Michigan is only about enough to keep 
the wolf from the door. Now will he tell about the owners of pineries 
| in Michigan and in the other States, what is their condition? TheSen- 
| ator does not reply to that proposition. I can very easily understand 
| how it is. 

Mr. CONGER. 





I shall not reply again, but I reply now that the 
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whole tenor of all that I said, if it had any foree—it could not have the name of American industry whether we shall consider their ease, 


had any effect whatever—was to answer the questions thrown out in- 
cidentally from time to time. _ By this repetition perhaps I have already 
detained the Senate too long in attempting to explain. If I have not 
been more fortunate with the other gentlenen than with the Senator 
from Nebraska, I have wasted the time of the Senate and my own. 
Mr. VAN WYCK. I am afraid the Senator has. I understood one 


who came from Canada, in his pathetic picture of the winter midnight 
scene, with their axes strapped on their backs, and his neighbors in 
Michigan barely got enough to keep the wolf from the door; but when 
{ ask him as to the condition of the owners of pineries in Michigan and 


the other States, my friend has not discovered that extreme degree of 


poverty, or I know he would have expressed it. There is where all the 
troubleis. There is where it is in your heavy iron establishments. Men 
use the pretense of giving the laborer a few pence more a day for his 
labor. 1 notice on all these questions that these gentlemen are very 
patriotic, very philanthropic, and very generous on that branch of the 
case; all their interest is centered in the benefit of the laboring man; and 
they look on him as Lazarus. 
life is to see that the rich man’s table is full, because then the crumbs 
that fall therefrom go to Lazarus. That is about the way it is; keep 
the rich man’s table well filled, my friend says; oh yes, and then the 
Lazaruses big and little in the pineries of Michigan can get the crumbs 
from the rich man’s table. 

I was trying to show that there was no necessity to continue this 
duty where it stands. The Senator does not seem to know what the 
tariff is intended for in Canada. Do you know what it is intended for 
in the United States? For the life of them they can not tell what it is 
intended for in Canada; but there it is. It seems to be a game of open 
and shut in the case of the owners of pineries in Canada and the United 
States. The owners of pineries in Canada hold the Canadian Govern- 
ment by the throat, and the owners of pineries in the United States 
hold the United States Government by the throat. 

My friend from Maine [Mr. HALE] very triumphantly said on Sat- 
urday that the log comes in free. When I was telling him of the hard- 
ship of some poor man on the plains of the West who had not money 
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whether we shall protect the industry which has made Towa what it is, 
which has made Kansas what it is, which has made Nebraska what it 
is, Which has made Wisconsin what it is? I ask you if weshall protect 
the pine interests, or enable the people now when the pine interests are 


| nearly gone to have the advantage of the markets of the world where 


| they can buy the cheapest ? 
proposition the Senator made, which was that the laborers, the men | 


enough to buy a thousand feet of lumber, my friend from Maine said | 


, 


“‘Oh, the log comes in free.’ 


I asked him whatsort of comfort or con- | 


solation that was; how the lone citizen on the prairie could appreciate | 
the great care and consideration of his Government for him in helping | 
him to go into the markets of the world and buy what he could the | 


cheapest, when it told him if he did not like.to pay the duty on a 
thousand feet of lumber he could go to Canada and bring the log in free. 
1 find on looking at the Canadian laws that the thing has been fixed; 
that matter is settled; Canada has fixed it that the log can not come 
out free. Now, will my friend from Maine say the log can come into 
the United States free? My friend from Maine said it came in free, 
but he is not here. Will my friend from Michigan tell me whether 
the log can come in free? 

Mr. CONGER. It is in the bill right before the Senator that the log 
shall come in free. 

Mr. VAN WYCK. Yes, the fogshall come in free, and that is another 
mysticism of the tariff system. When I ask my friend if the log can 
come in free, he can answer yes or no; but he says the tariff allows it 
to come in free. I sayto him the log can not come in free. You say 
that the man who is building a little shanty can go and get his logs 
free; but I say he can not get his logs free. The lumbermen of the 
United Statesand Canada have fixed that. The Canadian Government 
steps in and says, at the instance of her pine-owners, that logs takenout 
of Canada shall pay a duty of $1 a thousand feet. Now Iaskagainthe 
question of my friend, can the log come in free? By this tariff manip- 
ulation you have it so that a man can not even go and get his log free. 
Therefore the theory of my friend from Maine isgone, and theargument 
of my friend from Michigan is'gone. The log does not come in free. 
As I have said, there is no sort of pretense of any necessity to continue 
this enormous duty. 

Mr. President, I think I have said all that is necessary on this point. 
I know I have not delayed the Senate Finance Committee. I ask par- 


don of the Senate for having spoken so long, but I have been doing a 


favor to the Finance Committee, because I understand that the gentle- 
man who is the chief instrument of the commission on the iron interest 
has not got through yet, and therefore I have not interfered with the 
committee or delayed them while I presented these few considerations 
to the Senate. 

Gentlemen talk about protecting labor. It is well to protect labor, 
but when you are considering the few thousands engaged in the lumber 


districts of the North Lask you to thinkof the hundreds of thousands of 


laboring men in all the prairie States. Do you protect labor? Vhe 
hundreds of thousands in the prairie States are not considered in the 
making up of this bill, men to whom the nation is more indebted than 
to all your railroads and other corporations, men who have taken the 
flag of the country and gone into its wilderness in advance and planted 
it on every prairie and by every water-course. These men have gone 
from the old States; they have gone by thousands, having many of them 
‘bat shattered constitutions after service in the Army; and I ask you in 


Mr. MORRILL. I hope now that we may be able to reach a vote 
upon this schedul Che Senator from Nebraska moved to strike out 
the whole schedule on Saturday, and then again changed his mind and 
offered some amendments to it, for the purpose, as | suppose, of hang 
ing a speech upon his motion, in order to vindicate the symmetry of his 
record. He has addressed us at length, and I hope that he will be con- 
tented with having vindicated that symmetry on Saturday and again 
to-day in his usual eloquent and emphatic mannet 

Now, a single word as to the merits of his proposition. Our country 
is fringed on its borders with timber throughout, from Maine to North 


Carolina, South Carolina, Georgia, and Texas. We admit all timber 


| in the rough face, and the only thing we propose to protect in the least 
They think the way to save Lazarus’s | 


i aK 

is when it shall be in part manufactured; that is to say, if it is sawed 
in boards it has an additional duty of $1.a thousand, and even if tonened 
and grooved it is only $1 per thousand feet of boards. This is solely 
to protect the labor. Any man who is acquainted with buildins know 
that he can not get boards tongued and grooved for less than about 

a thousand, in some places a little more, and in some. perhaps « litt! 
less, but $3 is the ordinary price. Therefore, the addition to the tim 
ber when it is brought here is merely this very small amount to protect 
the labor that is bestowed upon it. Take shingles: good pine shingles 
are worth four or five dollars a thousand, and yet there is only 35 
cents a thousand duty put upon them, about 8 per cent.; and 
through the list. When you come to manufactures of rose-wood, satin 
wood, &c., the duty is 35 per cent., and on eabinet-ware 35 per cent 
The duties have always remained low on wood and timber for the very 


so on 


purpose of not having our own forests used up too rapidly. I trust that 
we may have a vote upon the proposition 

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr. HALE in the ehair The ques 
tion is on the amendment of the Senator from Nebraska [Mr. VAN 


WYckK]. 

Mr. McDILL. I should be inclined to tivor the motion made by the 
Senator from Nebraska, but that it seems to me to be a little too sweeping, 
iw little too radical. The proposition is to place all the articles named 
in the schedule, D, included under the general term ‘‘ wood and wooden 
wares,’’ on the tree-list; in other words, to take off all taxation imposed 
by the present law upon articles included in that list. It seems to me 
that is an extreme proposition. It seems tome it is hardly right to 
lect that class of manufactures and place them upon the free-list. Tam 
equally at a loss to understand either the recommendations of the Tarif 
Commission or of the Finance Committee of the Senate when they pro 
pose in no way to reduce the taxation upon these articles 

The bill that we are considering is a bill to reduce taxation. We 


have a right to expect and believe that it contemplate neral 1 
duction of taxation. We have been told that there will result from it 
a reduction of taxation, which I think has been stated at from 20 to 


25 percent. Now we come to the articles made from wood 
ware, Which are used in some degree by a ry person in the 
United States. Those of us who live in the Northwestern States know 
that the article of lumber is very largely used all through States lik 

Iowa and Nebraska and Kansas. I should like to have a good reason 
to give my people when I go home why, in reducing taxation, there has 
been no reduction whatever upon timber. When L look at th 
of the Tariff Commission for a reason [ find none at all. 
ing on Schedule D the commission simply say: 


ind to wooden 


Imost eve 


rep rt 
In remark 


The duties in this schedule have not been changed 

Why they have not been changed, the reason why there has been no 
change, is not given unless it is found in this: 

The following table includes the annual product of lumber, as w im the 


several branches of wood manufactures, and illustrates the importance and 


| progress of this industry inthe United States 


Mr. MORRILL. I will state the reason: because the dutic 
already fixed at so low a rate that there was no room tor a reduction 
Take for instance fencing-boards: they cost ten to twelve dollars a thou- 
sand, and $1 addition for being sawed is all the protection that exists 
now. Take boards that are used for finishing, that ar forty, 
fifty, or sixty dollars a thousand, the duty it is merely $1 
athousand. It would not be 3 per cent. on finishing-hoards. 

Mr. McDILL. A reason is given now by the chairman of the com- 
mittee, but no reason is given by the commission, unless it be in the 
statement that thisis a growing industry—in the statement that in 1850 it 
employed 107,119 hands; in 1880, 354,764; that the capital increased 
from 1850 to 1880 from 358,749,647 to $326,969,214, and thatthe prod 
ucts increased from $111,700,307 in 1850 to $509,485,611 in 1k*0. I 
do think that those articles which the people generally use are the ones 
in which they would like to see a slight reduction of taxes 

I am not in favor of putting them upon thie free-list, and I have pro- 
posed an amendment which is upon the Secretary’s table reducing the 


+ were 


worth 


+ho more; 
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whole schedule 10 percent., excepting, however, the manufactured arti- 
cles commencing at line 876: 

House or cabinet furniture, in piece or rough, and not finished, 30 per cent. ad 
valorem 

Cabinet-ware and house furniture, finished, 35 per cent. ad valorem. 

Cusks and barrels, empty, sugar-box shooks, and packing boxes, and packing- 


box shooks, of wood, not specially enumerated or provided for in this act, 30 | 


per cent, ad valorem 

Manufactures of cedar-wood, granadilla, ebony, mahogany, rose-wood, and 
satin-wood, 35 per cent. ad valorem. 

Manufactures of wood, or of which wood is the chief component part, not 
specially enumerated or provided for in this act, 35 per cent. ad valorem. 

These items I propose to leave as they are. It does seem to me that 
in view of the fact that almost all our people, and particularly those 
who are laboring upon the frontier, who are building houses, use the 
sawed boare.. and the boards that are planed, and are compelled to use 
them and bring them from a far distance over the railroads, the rates 
of transportation being very high in many cases, those who represent 
the lumber interest ought to be willing to submit to a small 10 per cent. 
reduction in this day of reduction, It seems to me the proposition isa 
moderate one. 

Mr. MORRILL.  L ask the Senator from Iowa if he does not think 
one dollar a thousand on boards which vary all the way from ten to 
twenty and from twenty to forty and from forty to sixty dollars a thou- 
sand is a very small and insignificant amount of duty? It is no more 
than sufficient to justify the difference in labor between this side of the 
line and the other. The Senator knows very well that the Canadians 
can be hired at a less price per day than people can be on this side. 

Mr. McDILL. If | were satistied that it was necessary to continue 
all of these taxes in order to place American labor upon a perfect equal- 
ity with cheaper Canadian labor, | should certainly not want to go for 
a reduction; but I am not satisfied of that. And I want while I am on 
the floor to give my testimony in regard to another matter which cor- 
roborates in that particular the views of the Senator from Nebraska. 
| have been in a small way a buyer of the rough article of lumber 
known as fencing and building material on farms, and if there has been 
a time within the last five years when there was a reduction in the price 
of that article, it must have been at some time when I did not become 
a purchaser, when I was asleep, as a friend suggests, because those of 
us who have had to buy and pay for these articles have found that there 
was an increase in the price until it has become a very serious question 
with the people of the West what they shall do for material with which 
to build. 1 believe but for the manufacture and introduction of barbed 
wire in the matter of fencing the prices now would be so high that lum- 
ber would be beyond the reach of the poor. I think I saw a statement 
in the testimony before the Tariff Commission that barbed wire took 
the place annually of about 960,000,000 feet of lumber. 

I do not know how I could go home to the people whom I represent 
and tell them that I had voted te reduce taxation on almost every ar- 
ticle but lumber, that they use more than any other, and possibly when 
we come to barbed wire, the barbed wire which they use more than 
any others, was going to be taxed a good deal higher than Bessemer 
steel, | do not know how I could face them. 

| appeal to my friends on both sides of the House to give us a little 
reduction in this as well as in all other articles, and certainly 10 per 
cent. can not be a dangerous reduction—10 per cent. on the rougher 
articles; Lam not asking it on manufactured articles, like casks, but 
simply on the rougher articles. Let us try it. 

I tind that the cash value of the productions of 1880 have reached 
the sum of $509,000,000. I do not suppose that the whole 10 per cent. 
reduction if we can make it would result to the benefit of the consumer, 
but I can assure gentlemen that if 1 per cent. or 2 per cent. of it will 
result to the benetit of the consumer and user, it would be a great boon 
to the people of the West and to those who use lumber of the rougher 
kinds. 

I shall vote against the proposition of the Senator from Nebraska, 
but I shall ask a vote on the amendment I have proposed. I am told 
that my amendment is first in order, Mr. President, being an amend- 
ment to the text. 

Mr. PLATT. Lshould like to ask the Senator from Iowa a ques- 
tion. I have been running over this list of duties on lumber, making 
a rough estimate as to the average ad valorem duty on lumber, and if 
1 am correct I make it about 19 per cent. on lumber. Does the Sena- 
tor think a 10 per cent. reduction of that, which would be less than 2 
per cent. ad valorem, would make any perceptible difference in the 
price of lumber to the consumer ? 

Mr. McDILL. If it would make a difference of 1 per cent. or one- 
half of 1 per cent. it would be a great boon to our people. 

Mr. WILLIAMS. I donot pretend to any accurate information upon 
the comparative value of stumpage in Canada and the stumpage in 
Michigan, but I do know that the extraordinary development of our 
Northwestern country has created such a demand for timber, for rail- 
rouds, and for building houses, fences, and barns, as to threaten the 
utter destruction of all our pineries in the Northwest. They are fast 
fading away, and the alarm of the country has been excited with the 
apprehension that we shall very soon no longer have any forests to fall 
back upon. The Governnient is actually to-day paying bounties to men 
to induce them to plant trees in the forests of the Northwest, and it does 


! 

| seem to me, while I would not be in favor of putting on the free-list al} 
| articles in these schedules, that all articles of lumber necessary for 
| building houses or fences should be upon the free-list. This does not 
| affect my section of the country, but it affects the Northwest, the prairic 
country, and every dollar of tax put upon the importation of lumber 
from Canada across the line into the United States is a direct tax upon 
the farmers of the Northwest. 

It will not do for gentlemen to tell me that lumber has not advanced 
in price. Some yearsago I bought first-class white-pine lumber to make 
fences, in the State of Lilinois, at $11 a thousand. Last fall I was out 
there and they cost $24. It costs now a farmer in the Northwest $2,000 
to fence in a section of land. If there is a class of people on earth who 
need cheap labor it is the farmer of the Northwest. It costs the farmer 
more than the machinery with which he cultivates his farm; it costs 
him more than the education of his children, more than all his farm 
expenses together. We do not care about it down South, for there is 
the great lumber reserve of this continent. It is merely wasted in the 
Northwest. Why tax the farmer on lumber for his fencing materials 
and for his boards to shelter his family and cover his stock in the win- 
ter and secure his grain? Why tax his wire to build his fences? Why 
not let him buy it as cheaply as possible? It is all nonsense to talk 
about bringing in logs free. How can logs be brought in from Canada? 
The lines of the saw exhaust one-third of the log. Then a square foot 
of green pine lumber weighs four pounds, and a square foot of pine lum- 
ber dry weighs two pounds; hence you see the necessity of sawing the 
lumber in the pineries and letting it dry and reducing its weight one- 
half, and not bringing in the green log. Thatisneverdone; it was not 
intended to be done, and the men who framed the tariff knew it would 
not be done. Why haul in the slabs and the sawdust? Why attempt 
to ship a thousand feet of green pine lumber that weighs 4,000 pounds? 
Why not keep it until it is reduced in weight to 2,000? for it is the 
transportation of lumber that is the chief element of cost at last. You 
can not transport green lumber. 

Our forests down South will never suffer by competition with the 
forests of Canada. It is only the people who live along that line who 
desire cheap lumber; and why shall they not have it?) Why should 
the people in the Northwest be taxed to keep up a few saw-mills in 
Michigan and Minnesota and those few Northwestern States that yet. 
have pineries? We in the South have an inexhaustible supply, not 
only of pine, but of poplar, of hickory, of ash, of oak, of all the hard 
woods and stave timber, too. But, sir, if you look at this bill you wil) 
find on the free-list ‘‘ cedar, lignum-vite, lancewood, ebony, box, grana- 
dilla, mahogany, rosewood, satinwood, and all cabinet woods, unmanu- 
factured.’’ They are admitted free. They greatly exceed in value all 
the lumber that would come from Canada to our farmers in the North- 
west. Why admit these rosewoods, and these satinwoods, these ebon- 
ies, these lancewoods free? 

Mr. CAMERON, of Wisconsin. Because they do not come in com 
petition with anything grown in this country. That is it. 

Mr. WILLIAMS. I say the true policy of this country should be to 
preserve its forests. We have to carry lumber in our Northwest too 
far now. Much of it is hauled by railroads a thousand miles. Let us 
make it as cheap as possible to the farmers. 

Gentlemen seem to think that nobody needs protection but the man- 
ufacturer; that there is no labor in the country but manufacturing labor. 
Why, sir, the manufacturing people of this country are but a handful 
compared with the millions engaged in other business; and yet all 
others must be taxed to support a few saw-mills in Michigan, in Maine, 
and in Minnesota; the whole Northwest must be taxed for building 
materials for their houses and barns and fences, both of wood and wire, 
to support a few wire-factories and a few saw-mills. 

Mr. President, the farmers of the country will not stand it; they sub- 
mit to it now, because they are not informed, but when they once fully 
understand their interests they will rise as one man and tear this whole 
fabric to pieces. I am not hostile to your manufacturing industries, 
but I am friendly to other industries besides manufacturing. I do not 
want to build up your people by robbing mine. I do not want to give 
your manufacturing laborers $2 a day out of the 75 cents a day’s work 
of my agricultural constituents. They do not earn more than that. 
The average farm wages is not more than 75 cents a day, and yet these 
men want to take the farmer’s 75 cents in order to give $2 a day to 
their manufacturing hands. 

I am not unfriendly to manufacturers. I should like to see my coun- 
try not only the greatest agricultural country in the world, buta great 
manufacturing and a great commercial country. I am not for striking 
your tariff all down; I am not for abolishing it; but I am for reducing 
it; I am for fixing it on a basis that will give to the Government an 
ample revenue for its support, and give you whatever protection that 
revenue will give your manufactured articles; but I am not willing to 
give you a monopoly, to give you the power to tax our people in order 
to make money out of their sweat. Just think of such a thing! 

We do not care anything about this matter down South. No Canada 
lumber will ever interfere with us, but 1 know that it does interfere 
with the people of the new States. I see men going from Minnesota and 
Wisconsin down to Kentucky, Georgia, North Carolina, and Florida to 
establish saw-mills. They see that the pineries of the Northwest are 








ed Pep etait: emus | 





Jit eal 





*. 
i 











1883. 


CONGRESSIONAL RECORD—SENATE. 





giving out; that the whole country must at no very distant day rely 
upon the forests of the South for all of its soft wood as well as its hard 
wood. Iam not for putting all the schedule on the free-list; I think 


the manufactured article had better be taxed to some extent, but all | 


rough lumber, all that is necessary for building houses, barns, or fences, 
I think ought to be put on the free-list as an act of justice to the farmer. 
My constituents, farmers in Kentucky, have no earthly interest in this 
thing, butall the farmers in Iowa, in Nebraska, in Kansas, and all that 
country which is prairie country and want timber are interested in it. 


And, Senators, let me tell you in arranging this scheme of taxation and | 
revenue you must consider the interests of the farmers as well as of the | 
manufacturers. If youdo not, there will be an uprising that will shake | 


our whole system. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Chair will state the question to 
the Senate. The Senator from Nebraska [Mr. VAN Wyck] moved to 
strike out Schedule D with certain exceptions. The Senator from 
Iowa [Mr. McDILL] moved to perfect the amendment of the Com- 
mittee on Finance by an amendment which the Secretary will read. 

The ACTING SECRETARY. The amendment of the Senator from 
Iowa is to strike out, in line 849, the word *‘ twenty’ and insert “‘ eight- 
een;’’ so as to make the clause read: 

Timber, hewn and sawed, and timber used for spars and in building wharves, 
18 per cent, ad valorem. 

In line 851, before the word ‘* one,’’ to insert ‘‘ nine-tenths of;’’ so as 
to read: 

Timber, squared or sided, not specially enumerated or provided for in this act, 
nine-tenths of 1 cent per cubic foot. 

In line 853, after ‘‘ wood,”’ to strike out ‘‘one dollar’’ and insert 
“ninety cents;’’ in line 855, after ‘‘lumber,’’ to strike out ‘‘ two 
dollars ’’ and insert ‘‘one dollar and eighty cents;’’ and in line 858, 
after ‘‘finished,’’ to strike out ‘‘ fifty’ and insert ‘‘ forty-five;”’ 
to make the clause read: 

Sawed boards, plank, deals, and other lumber of hemlock, whitewood, syca- 
more, and basswood, 9) cents per 1,000 feet, board measure; all other articles 
of sawed lumber, $1.80 per 1,000 feet, board measure. But when lumber of any 
sort is planed or finished, in addition to the rates herein provided there shall 
be levied and paid for each side so planed or finished 45 cents per 1,000 feet, 
board measure. 

In lines 860 and 861 strike out, after ‘‘ grooved,”’ the words ‘‘ one dol- 
lar’? and insert ‘‘ninety cents;’’ so as to read: 

And if planed on one side and tongued and grooved, 9% cents per 1,000 feet, 
board measure. 

In line 863, after ‘‘and,”’ strike out ‘‘ fifty ’’ and insert *‘ thirty-five;”’ 
so as to make the clause read: 

And if planed on two sides and tongued and grooved, $1.35 per 1,000 feet, 
board measure. 

In line 867, after ‘‘only,’’ to strike out “‘ twenty ’’ and insert ‘‘eight- 
een;’’ so as to read: 

Hubs for wheels, posts, last-blocks, wagon-blocks, ore-blocks, gun-blocks, 
heading-blocks, and all like blocks or sticks, rough hewn or sawed only, 18 per 
cent. ad valorem. 

In line 869 strike out ‘‘ten’’ and insert ‘‘ nine;’’ so as to read: 

Staves of wood of all kinds, 9 per cent. ad valorem. 

In line 870 strike out ‘‘twenty’’ and insert ‘‘ eighteen;’’ soas to read: 

Pickets and palings, 18 per cent. ad valorem. 

In line 871 strike out ‘‘fifteen’’ and insert ‘‘ thirteen:’’ so as to read: 

Laths, 13 cents per 1,000 pieces. 

In line 872 strike out “ thirty-five’’ and insert ‘‘ thirty-one;’’ so as 
to read: 

Shingles, 31 cents per 1,000. 

In line 873 strike out ‘‘ two dollars’’ and insert ‘‘one dollar and 
eighty cents;’’ so as to read: 

Pine clap-boards, $1.80 per 1,000. 

In line 874 strike out “ fifty ’’ and insert ‘‘ thirty-five;”’ 


so as toread: 
Spruce clap-boards, $1.35 per 1,000. 


And in line 891 strike out “‘twenty ’’ and insert ‘“ eighteen;’’ so as | 


to read: 


Wood, unmanufactured, not specially enumerated or provided for in this act, 18 
per cent, ad valorem. 


_ Mr. BAYARD. Mr. President, I understand the amendment pend- 
ing before the Senate is that of the honorable Senator from Nebraska 
(Mr. VAN Wyck] to strike out the entire schedule and place it upon 
the free-list, omitting lines 876 and 879. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Senator from Iowa has offered an 
amendment perfecting the text of the amendment of the Committee on 
Finance. The Chair thinks that is in order first. 

Mr. BAYARD. I understand that these minute reductions of these 
rates are on the motion of the Senator from Iowa. 
precede the motion of the Senator from Nebraska? 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. In the opinion of the present oceu- 
pant of the chair it does. 

Mr. BAYARD. I have no objection to the question being taken on 
that, but I may as well say what I have to say on the other question 
now. I shall not be long about it. 


SO as | 


Does that question | 
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In 1873 the alarming destruction of our native supply of timber had 
| progressed so far that Congress very wisely proposed to create a new 
| supply for the posterity whose interests we were so neglecting. That 
expression of legislative policy is found in section 2464 of the Revised 
| Statutes. I will read it: 


Every person who plants, protects, and keeps in a healthy growing condition 
for ten years forty acres of timber, the trees thereon not being more than twe lve 
feet apart each way, on any quarter-section of any of the public lands, shall be 
entitled to a patent for the whole of such quarter-section at the expiration of the 
; ten years, on making proof of such fact by not less than two credible witnesses. 


Since that time the area to be so planted has been diminished, and 
| by the present laws of the United States any citizen can go upon the 
| public lands where no timber is found and can take up a quarter-see- 
| tion by planting ten acres of land and become the owner for nothing of 

one hundred and sixty acres at the end of ten years; or he may go into 
possession at once and enjoy one hundred and fifty acres, provided he 
has made a plantation of ten acres, and at the end of ten years he has 
a fee-simple title for the entire hundred and sixty acres. — 

This was a generous and a most energetic stimulant to the planting 
of new timber. Why was it? It was in response to a sense of alarm 
through the country that the timber supply was being shortened; and 
what a commentary is the coexistence upon the statute-book of a law 
thus giving a benefit for the planting of timber, and another law in the 
shape ofa tariff prohibition preventing the entry of free timber that 
shall spare the use and the consumption of the very timber which w« 
are endeavoring to provide? I say that in common sense and in reason 
these two laws are absolutely inconsistent. You put a tax to prohibit 
the entrance of foreign timber into the uses of this country, and at the 
same time you give a bounty to create the production of timber in the 
| country. 

In the last fall my attention was drawn to what I believe to be an 
| immediate necessity, and that is the inauguration of some system ot 

public-land law that shall reserve from private entry those vast tracts 
now covered by timber adjacent to the headwaters of the chief atiluents 
and confluents of the Mississippi and Missouri Rivers. A gentleman ot 
intelligence who had traveled a great deal through that region—I think 
I may advert to his name without impropriety; lL refer to Mr. Bierstadt 
expressed to me his strong apprehension that unless the Government 
should take in hand the care of the timbered headwaters of those various 
streams which are the afiluentsof the Missouri and Mississippi Rivers and 
prevent those regions from being denuded of their timber supply the 
navigation of those rivers would be very seriously impeded and the loss 
to the people throughout that section of country almost incaleuleble 
| In those regions of those vast States and Territories the navigable high 

way which those streams supply at almost all periods of the year is im- 
| mensely valuable to those who are there to make their homes, and the 
effect of destroying the timber supply in the regions adjacent to the 
headwaters of those streams will be felt hundreds and hundreds of miles 
from the regions which we have so protected. 

Mr. President, I believe there can be no doubt that the entire char 
acter of this great country described on the map which lies before me, 
the Territories of Dakota, of Wyoming, and of Montana, and the State 
of Nebraska, would be materially and most injuriously affected if the 
water supply now nourished and protected by the presence of timber 
around the headwaters of these streams should be denuded of the tim 
ber which now is the source of fertility and causes and protects and 
continues the presence of the water supply for the country below. | 
submit to gentlemen in my hearing who may be connected with those 
committees of the Senate having charge of the public lands of this coun 
try that a system of reservation from private entry ought to be inaugu 
rated withholding from private entry the wooded districts adjacent to 
| the headwaters of the rivers to which L have referred. 


| The Yellowstone 
| is perhaps the largest; the Little Missouri, the Platte, the Big Horn 
and in fact the catalogue of those streams, large and small, it would bx 
almost endless torepeat; and unless there shall be something now done 
| in the way of provision and thoughtful care by preventing the ax of 
| the woodman and the conflagration of the tourist or of the farmer from 
| destroying this natural cover and protection to those headwaters, de 

pend upon it serious consequences will ensue to those who live upon 

the banks of these streams far below their sources. For that reason 

large bodies of land now timbered ought to be reserved, not simply to 
| preserve the timber, but to protect the rivers and to protect the naviga 
bility of those streams which are essential for the purposes of popula 
tion. If you are to reserve these tracts, which [ hope tosee done, surely 
you should at the same time cast down those barriers which stand in 
the way of obtaining a timber supply from the Canadian borders and 
from regions beyond the Territories of the United States which will 
tend so much to assist the advancement of the arts of civilization from 
| the simplest cabin to the most luxurious dwelling-house. 

Mr. McMILLAN. So far as the Canadian territory lying north of 
Dakota and Minnesota is concerned, certainly the result could not 1. 
affected by a tariff upon lumber, because there is no importation of lum 
| ber or timber from the Canadian provinces west of Lake Superior. We 

supply them with timber from our territory rather than they us from 
| theirs. So far as that portion of the country is concerned, this ques 
tion of the tariff is entirely immaterial as tothe preservation of timber 














1440 


CONGRESSIONAL RECORD—SEN ATE. 





JANUARY 22, 





The question applies directly, however, to all the portion of the coun- 
try east of Lake Superior rather than west of it. 

“Mr. BAYARD. If I understand the effect of the argument of the 
Senator from Minnesota, it is that no protection, if it may be so called, 
is necessary at all in his region of country. 

Mr. McMILLAN. No, the effect of my argument was to show that 
the protection of timber in Dakota and Minnesota would not be affected 
at all by the question of the tariff; that that would not tend to protect 
it there, because there is no supply of timber from the Canadian prov- 
inces, none would come into that territory. 

Mr. BAYARD. As I understand the Senator, then, the supply for 
Canada rather moves from the United States than from the south to the 
south. 

Mr. MCMILLAN. In that part of the country. 

Mr. BAYARD. Ido not think a much stronger illustration of the 
absence of any necessity for a tariff could be given than that. 

Mr. MCMILLAN. 
sity to protect timber within the territory of the United States, and 
that therefore the tariff should be removed. 

Mr. BAYARD. My friend from Minnesota knows so much better 
than I the actual condition of that region that I shall not enter into a 
controversy with him; but I would not pretend to give this view of 
the necessity of reserving from private entry the woodlands adjacent 
to the water-sources of the Mississippi and Missouri Rivers of my own 
knowledge. I was impressed very greatly by the statement made to 
me during the past summer and fall by gentlemen of intelligence and 
wholly disinterested on this subject who had traveled extensively 
through that country and who did apprehend the greatest danger to 
the navigability of those small streams now so useful, confluents of the 
Mississippi and Missouri, from taking from their headwaters the nat- 
ural cover of timer that enabled the moisture there to be gathered and 
retained, 

But, Mr. President, the amendment of the honorable Senator from 
Nebraska reserves under a very full average the protection of manu- 
fuctures of furniture from wood; it gives to the industries connected 


with the manufacture of furniture ample protection to the amount of 


more than one-third their value. But one feature of this tariff that I 
should like to see ended is the constant friction that it imposes upon 
human intercourse and upon the necessities of commerce. It is just as 
much trouble and it is just as much annoyance to collect a penny tax 
as it isa large one. Here is a tax ad valorem that is to be reduced 
to nine-tenths of a cent, to 90 cents instead of a dollar, to be reduced 
in the most minute fractions, making an arithmetical proposition upon 
every entry, visiting all the penalties of undervaluation every time 
that a cargo or a boat-load or a wagon-load is brought by a farmer 
across the line for use. As to revenue, the result on revenue is not re- 
spectable; it is not worthy of consideration. The friction and the an- 
noyance of the tax, the trouble of the entry, the fees for making it, the 
penalties for evading it, all stand infinitely over and above any value; 
they are utterly disproportionate to any gain to the Treasury of the 
Government from such a source, 

I would like to see this tariff system simplified, to lay no tax that is 
not fairly, justly required, and to lessen, to lubricate, so to speak, the 
wheels and the machinery by which the intercourse and business of our 
people is to be conducted. It is clear to me that the policy of giving 
this heavy land-bounty of one hundred and sixty acres of land for every 
ten that are planted is a strange commentary upon the feature of the 
tariff that taxes the introduction of the very thing that you are foster- 
ing. Withmy present knowledge, I believe no interest will be jeoparded ; 
I believe, on the contrary, that as lumber is an article of prime neces- 
sity, prime necessity to the humblest man, and no man certainly needs 
it more than he who is carving a home out of the wilderness, anything 
that can give him shelter, shelter for his farm-stock, shelter for his fam- 
ily, fencing to protect him, certainly ought to be afforded to him at the 
lowest rate possible. These men are the producers. When their crops 
are made they go abroad; they have no protection inthe markets where 
their sales are made. Every grain of wheat raised in this country, ev- 
ery bushel of corn raised in this country is priced by the Mark Lane 
prices of London. The product of every American farmer is open to 
competition as free as the air itself with all other labor upon which 
God's sun shines; and therefore when you are sending his product abroad 
in competition with the entire world, why not let him have the prime 
necessities, the materials for the habitation of himself and his family 
and for the stock that he must use, free from the friction of these small 
embarrassments, from a class of taxes which have been so long imposed 
upon him? 

Mr. INGALLS. Mr. President, the amendment proposed by the 
Senator from Iowa [Mr. McDrLi] does not appear to me to offer any 
substantial relief. The statistics of timber and wood consumption in 
this country are very interesting. More than 32,000,000 of the inhabi- 
tants of the United States use wood for fuel, and the amount that was 
consumed last year was in excess of 145,000,000 cords, valued at more 
than $300,000,000. It is estimated that the amount thatis used in this 
country for fuel and in the manufaetures and arts requires the product 
of 5,000 square miles of land heavily timbered, and at this rate of con- 
sumption it is very evident that the most liberal estimates which have 


The Senator was arguing that there was a neces- | 


been made as to our supply will not lead us to believe that there is an 
amount upon which we ean draw at this rate for more than ten or fif- 
teen years at the outside. 

It is further estimated that the amount that is available in Canada, 
from which our next nearest supply can be drawn, is not much greater 
than that now available in the United States. 

The amount, as I find by bulletin 301, of lumber sawed in the United 
States during the census year, was nearly $235,000,000; the total num- 
ber of hands employed was nearly 150,000, to be accurate, 147,956; and 
the amount of wages paid, $31,845,974. And here upon this question 
of wages, the declaration made that the retention of this tariff 1s neces- 
sary to protect American industry appears somewhat attenuated when 
it is seen that the annual wage that was paid to each person employed 
in the lumber business was $215, something less, I believe, than 75 
cents per day. 

Mr. MORRILL. The Senator will remember that they are only em- 
ployed a very short part of the season. 

Mr. INGALLS. That may be true, but I suppose that it is only par- 
| tially true; a number of those who are employed in logging, as it is 
| called, who live in the camps in the forests, are occupied a few months 
in the year only, but those who are operatives in the mills where the 
lumber is sawed and planed and manufactured into logs and shingles 
and clapboards, are employed during the greater portion of the year. 

Mr. CAMERON, of Wiscousin. That labor is employed from some 
time in April until some time in November. 

Mr. INGALLS. And the remainder of the year, from November to 
April, the labor is employed in the camps in the forest. 

Mr. CAMERON, of Wisconsin. Some are and some are not. 

Mr. INGALLS. Theentire amount of revenue that we derived from 
the importation of lumber last year was a little in excess of $1,600,000. 
Therefore, when we consider the effect of placing lumber upon the {ree- 
list in connection wi'h the revenues of the country, it is unimportant 
and insignificant. I represent a population that lives in a trecless 
country, practically. They require lumber for their houses to protect 
them against the vicissitudes of the climate; they require lumber foi 
the construction of sheds in which to shelter their cattle, and for their 
fences with which to include their fields. There are, of course, some 
scanty supplies of lumber along the shores of the Missouri. The elm, 
the cottonwood, and the sycamore still stand in many places in the 
primeval forest, and the bluffs are shaded by groves of oak and maple 
and beech; but the amount that is furnished by these forests is totally 
inadequate to the domestic wants of the people. 

I should be disposed, however, if this were merely a question affect- 
ing the local interests of the people whom I represent, to hesitate betor« 
voting to place lumber upon the free-list, because the reduction tha’ 
is proposed is so insignificant that I believe the relief would be com- 
paratively unimportant to any individual purchaser. But there is one 
other aspect of this case which is of the profuundest national import- 
ance, to which the Senator from Delaware [Mr. BAYARD] briefly ad- 
verted, and that is the effect of the constantly increasing destruction 
of our forests upon the rainfall and the consequent agricultural pro- 
ductiveness of the country. While I do not agree with those who 
claim that there is that direct connection between the forests of the 
country and the annual precipitation of moisture, yet there can be no 
doubt that the denudation that is going on has already effected and is 
destined hereafter to effect the most important economic changes. 
Syria and Spain and Palestine and Italy are illustrations of the dangers 
that follow trom the destruction of forests. If the rainfall is not dimin- 
ished, about which there may be some doubt, its distribution is entirely 
changed; the moisture that comes after the denudation, instead of being 
distributed through a large portion of the months of the year, retained 
in the soil and restored to the atmosphere again by solar evaporation to 
be once more precipitated, falls in destructive torrents, which create 
destructive inundations that run off rapidly into the sea, so that azri- 
culture becomes precarious, and, to a certain extent, finally perhaps 
impossible. It is apparent in the valley of the Ohio River that that 
country is now subject to inundations and floods that were practically 
unknown in the earlier portion of the history of that region. In the 
rainy season it is swollen into such vast proportions that it 1s practically 
uncontrollable; it overspreads all the vast alluvial lands upon eitherside, 
and then when the heats of summer ensue, after the water has run off 
into the sea, instead of being fed by continuous rains the stream 
shrinks and dwindles until it is almost unworthy the name of a navi- 
gable river. 





this subject. We have offered great bounties for the cultivation of tim- 
ber. We have created commissions for the purpose of inquiring whether 


or not these great results are likely to follow, and I can conceive of no 
one thing that would do so much to the preservation of the forests ot 
this country as the introduction of free lumber. If we think it wort) 
our while as a nation to give away the public domain for the purpose 
of securing the cultivation of the cotton-wood, the box elder, the elm, 
and all those insignificant and inferior varieties of timber correcting 
these great economic evils that threaten us, is there any reason why 
we should refuse toadmit free lumber from other countries as the most 
obvious method of protectingour own forests? I believe that Germany 





Mr. President, we are already considering the economic relations of 
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has already adopted a system of forestry by which the wooded regions 
of that country are under special governmental control, and no more is 
allowed to be cut in any single year than is replanted in that year, so that 
the acreage, the area of timber country is maintained the same from 
generation to generation. 

We must ourselves, if we would protect this country against the 
dangers which threaten us from the near approach of the exhaustion 
of our timber, resort to some such method; and when we are told by 
reliable statistics that at the present rate of consumption for fuel, for 
building, for railroads, for telegraph poles, for ships, and for all the 
various occupations of civil life, our timbersupply can last but eight years 
at the outside, and when the manufacturers have built up their indus- 
tries so that they can protect themselves against competition, why 
should we still continue to retain this petty and contemptible impost 
upon foreign lumber when such great results would follow from the in- 
troduction of it without tax? 

I do not at all desire to interfere with the established industries that 
have been built up for the manufacture of lumber. I do not wish to 
place the entire Schedule D upon the free-list; nor do 1 believe that the 
amendment offered by the Senator from Iowa affords any substantial 
relief. I should like myself to have this schedule separated, so that 
whatever may be fairly considered as raw material, or lumber undressed 
and in the rough, shall be admitted free of duty. The linesthat I would 
like to have stricken out in order to permit the schedule to be symmet- 
vical upon the ideas that I have suggested are: 850, which imposes a duty 
of 1 cent per cubic foot upon timber squared or sided; 852 to 859, which 
impose certain specified duties upon certain descriptions or classification 
of sawed boards, plank, deals, and other lumber of hemlock, whitewood, 
sycamore, and basswood; 871, which puts laths at 15 cents per one thou- 
sand pieces; 872, which places shingles at 35 cents per one thousand; 873, 
which puts pine clapboards at $2 per one thousand, and lines 874 and 875, 
which place spruce clapboards at $1.50 per thousand. 

Mr. WILLIAMS. Let me ask the Senator from Kansas if the word 
‘posts’? in line 865 does not relate to fencing-posts? 

Mr. INGALLS. No, it refers to an entirely different subject. The 
item beginning in line 865 reads: 

Hubs for wheels, posts, last-blocks. wagon-blocks, ore-blocks, gun-blocks, 
heading-blocks, and alllike blocks or sticks, rough hewn, or sawed only, 20 per 
cent. ad valorem, 

That does not, as I understand it, refer to posts used for fencing. 

Mr. WILLIAMS. Oh, yes. 

Mr. INGALLS. I do not so understand it. 

Mr. WILLIAMS. To what does it refer? 

Mr. INGALLS. It refers to posts that will come under the specifi- 
cation named in that portion of the schedule on whatever is used in the 
rough, undressed, as unplaned boards or fencing or weather-boarding 
or shingles or laths, where there is no application whatever of skilled 
labor, nothing whatever that requires protection. I believe the duty 
should be removed. 

Mr. WILLIAMS. [think the Senator is mistaken; I think the word 
‘posts’? refers to fencing-posts. A fence can not be made without posts. 
I hope the Senator will modify his amendment so as toexclude fencing- 
posts from the dutiable articles. 

Mr. INGALLS. I am not at liberty now to make any motion to 
amend, because there are two amendments pending; but if the sugges- 
tions I have made should be acceded to, then, the amendments of the 
Senator from Nebraska and the Senator from Iowa being rejected, I 
should move to amend the schedule as I have indicated. 

Mr. COCKRELL. Will the Senator please state again where he com- 
mences excepting ? 

Mr. INGALLS. In line 850. 

Mr. McDILL. If the Senator from Kansas desires to move that 
amendment I will withdraw my amendment. 

Mr. WILLIAMS. I wish to say to the Senator from Kansas that I 
concur with him in all his remarks, but I think the posts should be ex- | 
cepted as well as the planks which are nailed to the posts. 

Mr. INGALLS. If the Senator from Iowa withdraws his amend- 
ment, or when that is acted upon, if it is rejected, I shall then propose | 
to amend the schedule as I have indicated. 

Mr. McDILL. I withdraw my amendment for the time in order 
that the Senator from Kansas may offer his. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The amendment of the Senator from 
Iowa is withdrawn. 

_Mr. INGALLS. I do not exactly understand the parliamentary at- 
titude of the schedule. My understanding was that the amendment 
of the committee was to be treated as the text of the bill. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. That is true. 

Mr. INGALLS. The parliamentary effect of that, I understand, is 
to make amendments in the third degree practically admissible, and 
that is all the effect. Then, if the Senator from Iowa withdraws his 
amendment I will substitute the one which I have indicated as an 
amendment to that offered by the Senator from Nebraska. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The amendment proposed by the | 
Senator from Kansas (tr. INGALLS] to the amendment of the Senator 
from Nebraska [Mr. VAN Wyck] will be read. 
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The PRINCIPAL LuGISLATIVE CLERK. It is proposed to strike out 
from line 850 to line 859, as follows: 

Timber, squared or sided, not specially enumerated or provided for in this act, 
1 cent per cubic foot. 

Sawed boards, plank, deals, and other lumber of hemlock, whitewood, syca- 
more, and basswood, $1 per 1,000 feet, board measure ; all other articles of sawed 
lumber, $2 per 1,000 feet, board measure. But whenlumberof any sort is planed 
or finished, in addition to the rates herein provided, there shall be levied and 
paid foreach side so planed or finished 50 cents per 1,000 feet, board measure. 

It is further proposed to strike out from line S871 to line 875, as fol- 
lows: 


Laths, 15 cents per 1,000 pieces 

Shingles, 35 cents per 1,000. 

Pine elapboards, $2 per 1,000 

Spruce clapboards, $1.50 per 1,000. 

Mr. INGALLS. If those items are stricken out Ishall move toplace 
them on the free-list. 

Mr. MORGAN. Mr. President— 

Mr. VAN WYCK. I should like io offer an amendment to the 
amendment of the Senator from Kansas. His amendment stops at line 
859. If he will turn to the following page he will see that lines 860, 
861, 862, 863, and 864 are of the same character as those which he 
moves to strike out. 

Mr. INGALLS. I am willing that planed or dressed lumber, where 
to a certain extent what may be called skilled labor is employed, shall 
receive the very small protection that is provided for in that portion of 
the schedule. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. 
MORGAN | has the floor. 

Mr. VAN WYCK. 1 beg theSenator’s pardon. 1 desire, if the Sena- 
tor will allow me a moment, to offer that as an amendment. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. It can not be offered as an amend- 
ment now. 

Mr. VAN WYCK. Probably the Senatorfrom Kansas will acceptit. 

Mr. INGALLS. ‘The Senator from Nebraska has the benefit of his 
amendment in his own motion. He has moved to strike out the entire 
schedule. Why, therefore, should he desire to amend my amendment, 
which only proposes to strike out a part of the schedule? 

Mr. VAN WYCK. I say to the Senator that we desire to get all we 
can in this matter. If we can not get the whole we will take a part; 
and I should like to offer the amendment I suggest so as to make his 
own amendment complete, by including all articles of the same class, 
only a portion of which he moves to strike out. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. That would be an amendment in the 
third degree, and is not in order. 

Mr. MORGAN. Mr. President, 1 would prefer to strike a middle 
ground between the bill and the proposition of the Senator from Kan 
sas, and reduce the tax on all of the unmanufactured material upon 
which the duty is laid in this schedule, 50 per cent., taking off one 
half of it. The people whom I represent here in part are interested in 
this question, for we are largely in competition with the lumbermen ot 
Michigan and of the North in the supply of pine lumber to the central 
part of the United States, along on the Ohio River and the Mississippi 
River. We send lumber largely to the cities of Chicago, Saint Louis, 
Cincinnati, and soon. There is quite a large trade in the northern 
part of Alabama, Georgia, and Mississippi. Our people derive consid- 
erable benefit from it. It has been remarked, and truly, here that our 
section of the country is attracting large capital from the lumbermen 
of the North, who are transferring their interests to the South for the 
purpose of ayailing themselves of the advantages of our immense pine 
forests. 

Mr. INGALLS. The Senator from Alabama does not regard that in 
any sense as competing in lumber with the productof the Northwestern 
States or of Canada? 

Mr. MORGAN. I donot know to what extent it is actually com 
peting. Ours is a building timber, and the lumber from the North is 
more properly a finishing timber. 

Mr. INGALLS. It is a yellow pitch pine 

Mr. MORGAN. It is a yellow pitch pine. 

Mr. CAMERON, of Wisconsin. There are great quantities of yellow 
pitch pine in the forests of the North, so that it is really competing 
lumber. 

Mr. MORGAN. 
siderable extent. 

Mr. MORRILL. 
England. 

Mr. MORGAN. I think when we have a Union that extends from 
the Atlantic to the Pacific and includes large tracts of country which 
are practically treeless, it is not a just or wise policy that the native 
productions of one portion of the country should bear a high duty at 
the expehse of those which have none atall. Iam therefore willing 
to make a division of these advantages with the people who are prac- 
tically without the means of building their houses or fencing in their 
farms. 

Any man who will travel through the western portions of Kansas or 
Nebraska, indeed throughout almost the entire length and breadth of 
those States, will see the great disadvantage at which the people who 
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reside there are put for the want of timber to build their houses, to 
build the structures of every kind that belong to a farming community, 
and that is essentially a farming community. You go there to a rich 
farm, nicely cultivated, producing enormously heavy crops, with agri- 
cultural machinery about, good horses and cattle, and every comfort of 
life you can think of, except that the man who owns the farm lives in 
what is called a dug-out. He burrows in the ground five or six or 
eight feet, digs a cellar; covers it over with rafters of the cotton-wood 
or such timber as he can get; he throws earth upon that, and then digs 
the sod-grass from the prairies and putsa tiling of prairiesod-grass upon 
the top of that. The walls of the house are made inside with bricks 
that are cut by the spade out of the surface of the prairie. The door to 
get into it and the chimney at the far end are mere apertures dug 
through the soil. That is the best he can do. He can find the means 
to do everything upon the farm to make himself prosperous except to 
put his family and his cattle and his grain under proper shelter. 

A country which is so fertile, that furnishes such a comfortable home 
for the human family, ought to be allowed to have the other necessary 
requisites forits building up ascheaply as the Government of the United 
States can afford to let its people have them. That is justice and that 
is right. 

A reverse policy to this has been discussed by the Senator from Del- 
aware [Mr. BAYARD] in a very broad way and in avery just way. 
The Senator from Kansas [Mr. INGALLS] follows it up with other very 
suggestive and irstructive remarks upon the same topic. Ifweputa 
high duty upon the importation of lumber from Canada (for that prac- 
tically is the only country from which we are to obtain it) we of course 
raise the price in the market, and we increase the interest of raidersand 
trespassers upon the public domain out in the mountain regions of the 
West for the purpose of getting timber in competition with the timber 
from Canada. ‘The result is, as I am informed, that the timber-bear- 
ing regions, the more elevated regions of the mountain country to the 
west of Kansas and Nebraska, are being rapidly taken away, the moun- 
tains are being denuded, the public lands are beixg destroyed of all the 
value that they possess, unless they have minerals beneath them, from 
the necessities of the case. 

The people can not do without timber; they must have it for fire-wood, 
they must have it for building purposes. If you go out into Western 
Kansas among the Swedish population who have settled there, or the 
Russian population and others, you will find them putting in practical 
use little lessons that they have learned in the way of economy in 
gathering fuel with sickles, cutting the grass while it is green, letting it 
cure into hay, doing it up into tight packages, binds like a tobacco band. 
They cut the sunflower stalks and pack those to their residences for the 
purpose of supplying fuel in the winter. They build a large Russian 
stove in the middle of one of those dug-outs and upon that the mem- 
bers of the family frequently make their beds and sleep in order to 
economize heat. They have not the means of warming themselves and 
cooking their provisions in such a way as ought to be found among all 
civilized communities. 

Sir, this inequality ought not to be increased, but it ought to be di- 
minished by the action of the Government. We put somewhere be- 
tween $600,000 and $800,000 a year upon the importation of lumber 
into the United States. I mean now logs, hewed logs and sawed logs, 
and lumber sawed into boards. That is a very small pittance for the 
Government of the United States when we know that the levying of 
that tax causes trespasses upon the public lands annually which destroy 
perhaps four or five times that amount of timber in value. While we 
may gain something in the form of money in revenue in one hand we 
lose enormously by the public property which is swept from the bosom 
of tree-bearing regions. So it is bad economy, and I am not willing to 
encourage it. 

I would be entirely willing, if we had the power, to levy an export 
duty upon all timber from this country. That vast pinery which 
reaches from the eastern portion of Texas around by the Gulf to the 
South Atlantic States, as far north as Virginia, depends for its mar- 
ket very largely upon exportation. We send some portions of it along 
up the coast to the t cities of the East and North, but the great 
portion of custelann ta apaher is with foreign countries. There is prac- 
tically no so far as I have been able to learn, in the world 
with the yellow-pine forests of the South for the purposes to which 
they are adapted, and those yoses are very numerous and very im- 
portant. I understand now that the sheeting of ships, the skin of the 
ship, particularly of certain descriptions of ships, is being made largely 
of this yellow-pine lumber, because of its softness and its strength. 

At all events the forests im theSouth are disappearing very much more 
rapidly than gentlemen are inclined to suppose. There been an 
immense exportation of lumber from Florida and also from Southern 
Alabama, and it is increasing every year. The of lumber 
from the port of Mobile alone has increased 300 per cent. in the last two 
years. Capital is invested there and mills erected for the pur- 
pe of ee ee out of the country to foreign parts for sale. 

would prevent that if I knew how to doit. Of course the question 
of the tariff has no influence upon that, for we import no pine timber 
from any other country; but while I would not damage the manufact- 
uring interests of the North and the Northwest, the lumbering regions, 





by a sudden reduction of the tariff duties which would make the prop- 
erty engaged in the manufacture unavailing, I think they can stand a 
reasonable reduction of the present duties, and that 50 per cent. average 
reduction upon what we may call the raw material would be a fair re- 
duction. 

The people of the West are exposed to another trouble, and I dare say 
that is one of the reasons why the Tariff Commission were so negligent of 
the revision of the tariff on wood. They are compelled to fence their 
farms, and they have but two resources that we know of now; one is the 
barbed-wire fence, and the other timber exported from Canada or from 
Michigan to their farms. Perhaps these gentlemen saw a wide field for 
a market for the highly protected interest of wire-fence making, and 
for the patented inventions which exist on that description of fence, and 
for that reason they thought that it would be better not todisturb anybody 
at all, but to pass this matter over in silence and let the men who own 
the patents and who manufacture the iron wire have a full sweep at the 
western markets. I sympathize with those people, because their in- 
terests are identical with the interests of the people whom I represent 
in a large degree, they being an agricultural people, and having no friends 
except the few who rise occasionally in the Senate for the purpose of 
representing their interests here. 

I notice another remarkable feature of this tariff on woods. I do 
not find anywhere an exemption from duty of ordinary firewood, cord- 
wood, steamboat wood, railroad wood, or any other description of wood 
of that sort, unmanufactured, rough raw wood, which perhaps has only 
been quartered from the tree, and has gone under no other process of 
manufacture but that. I find no reservation of that in the free-list, 
and it is not to be found so far as I have observed in this tariff at al! 
except under the classification of ‘‘ wood, unmanufactured, not specially 
enumerated or provided for in this act’’ upon which a 20 per cent. ad 
valorem duty is laid. It is a little too bad that we tax wood 20 per 
cent. ad valorem when the women of Kansas and Nebraska have to go 
into the fields with their sickles and mow grass and cut sunflower stalks 
to make something to cook their food with and to warm their children 
in their houses. ‘That is at least negligent legislation. 

Mr. MILLER, of New York. Will the Senator allow me to ask him 
a question? 

Mr. MORGAN. Yes, sir. 

Mr. MILLER, of New York. Does the Senator think as a commer- 
cial transaction that it is possible to transport fire-wood from any coun- 
try outside of the United States into the United States, and that it can 
be done except upon the immediate borders of Canada? 

Mr. MORGAN. I do not know how far that might be a practical 


question. é 
Mr. MILLER, of New York. As a question of freight it can not be 
done. When you get one hundred and fifty miles distant from the Can- 


ada line it is impossible to transport it. 
Mr. MORGAN. I know that wood has been transported. 

-Mr. FRYE. Take it in my city, where wood is worth $6 or $7 a 
cord, you can not then afford to haul it ten miles to market if it is given 
to you on the stump. 

Mr. MORGAN. Then what is the use of disfiguring this tariff list 
by providing— 

Wood, unmanufactured, not specially enumerated or provided for in this act, 
20 per cent, ad valorem ? 

Mr. FRYE. That is for a special purpose where they bring it in for 
a manufacture of a certain kind. 

Mr. MORGAN. Then why not say so? 

Mr. FRYE. Because nobody ever dreamed of bringing in firewood. 

Mr. MORGAN. I do not know that. 


Mr. FRYE. It never was dreamed of. 
Mr. MORGAN. I see a little tariff was collected on firewood in the 
city of Boston. That was imported I suppose from Canada. There is 


a little to-day collected in Boston, and some of those northeast cities, 
on wood, I think from Canada. 

Mr. FRYE. I never heard of such a thing. 

Mr. MORGAN. Yes, there is something of that sort. But there is 
another feature of this measure. By line 2205, ‘‘ woods, poplar or 
other woods, for the manufacture of paper,’’ come in free. y was 
it necessary to specify that poplar wood should come in free when you 
fail to ify that the description of wood used for fuel shall come in 
free? It was made a particular duty and purpose of the commissior 
and of the committee to select a certain description of timber which 

ws very abundantly in my country and allow that to come in free. 
The weid-gilp manufacturers want that; they say it is useful and 


necessary for the purpose of making paper. If you transfer these facto- 
ries down to my part of the country, and particularly to the State of 


the Senator from Kentucky, you can find all the poplar that you want 
to manufacture for a million years to come right at hand. But poplar 
must come in free, because these manufactories up in the northeast 
happen to be located there, and the ownership of the patents probably 
that cover these things is in that section of the country, and the wood 
must come in free, because they Oe enter ee ne ay 

vor of poplar 


find 
on their business. Why make that discrimination in 
wood, leaving all the rest of the wood that the people are to consume 
to come in under a 20 per cent. ad valorem tax ? 
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Again, line 2,206, ‘‘ woods, namely, cedar, lignum-vite, lance-wood, 


ebony, box, mahogany, rose-wood, satin-wood, and all cabi- 
net woods, unmanufactured,”’ comein free. Theseare luxuries. When- 
ever wesee these woods wrought into furniture, into the liningsof houses, 
orthecabinsof steamers, or into libraries, we always find the evidences of 
wealth surrounding the place where such things are used. Why should 
it be that these valuable woods, which are used only for purposes of 
ornamentation, should have been put into this tariff upon the free-list, 
while the logs which men may saw come under a duty of a dollar a 
stock from Canada, and while the rough-hewn wood timber, or the 
squared timber, comes in under a high protective tariff, and the plank 
and the boards and the posts and everything else that you can men- 
tion which has gone through any process of manufacture at all come in 
under a still higher rate of tariff? 


I say it seems to me that there was not only negligence in the revision | 


of this tariffso as to reduce something of its burdens upon the people, 
but there was absolute and willful discrimination in favor of those who 
consume the luxuries and enjoy the elegancies of life and against those 
who have to use wood as a matter of necessity for fencing their farms 
and kindling their fires. I objecttoit. That is not just to any section 
of the country. 

As a Southern man, residing in the great pinery where my people are 
interested in the maintenance of this tariff, in order to show my good 
faith that the tariff should be generally reduced upon all descriptions 
of taxable articles, I am willing, for my part, to concede one-half of the 
taxes that are charged upon the unmanufactured goods or those which 
have gone through a simple process of being sawed and not planed or 
otherwise dressed. 

Mr. PLUMB. Mr. President, I have been necessarily absent from the 
Senate during nearly all of the session to-day, and so have not had the 
benefit of the discussion which has ensued upon the amendment of the 
Senator from Nebraska [Mr. VAN Wyck] and upon the general question 
of the tariff upon timber. So far as the votes I shall give upon this bill 
are concerned, they will be from the standpoint of protection; but unless 
I am entirely mistaken in regard to the facts, the theory of protection 
tails when it comes to be applied to this schedule, or to the major por- 
tion of it. 

The Senator from Michigan [Mr. ConGER] in so much of his speech 
as I heard on Saturday said that the price of stumpage in the United 
States was from $5 to $10 per thousand feet of lumber. I think he 
overstated that rather than understated it, but I am willing to accept 
it as the maximum at $5. 

Mr. FRYE. The pine? 

Mr. PLUMB. Yes; I mean pine lumber, such as is used in Kansas 
and elsewhere for fencing and the ordinary building purposes. I under- 
stand also from as good authority as I think he is that the value at the 
mill of the ordinary kinds of pine lumber is about $10 per thousand 
feet. According to the estimate of the Tariff Commission it would be 
worth $12 at some duty-paying point. 

It being the fact, then, that $5 is the value of what is called the stump- 
age and $10 the average value of the lumber at the mill, one-half of the 
value of the lumber goes to the owner of the land and represents, not 
active capital and not labor, but fixed capital. In other words, only 
one-half, only $5 a thousand feet, goes to the men who cut down the 
trees, who cut them into logs and transport them to the mill, who saw 
them into lumber, and who furnish the capital with which all this labor 
is employed and with which the mills are erected and with which their 
property is paid. 

It seems to me, therefore, that we are not discussing in regard to this 
particular part of the bill, from the protection standpoint, anything 
which is of value to labor, or which is of value to active capital, but we 
are rather discussing whether or not we shall keep upon the bill a rate 
of duty which adds to what I think are already the enormous profits 
of fixed capital. 

There are some acres of pine land, and a good many of them, which 
will yield 40,000 feet to the acre; there are many more which will yield 
20,000 feet to the acre; and I have pretty fair authority for saying that 
the bulk of pine lands in Minnesota at least will yield 20,000 feet of 
lumber per acre. When I say the bulk ef the lands I mean of what are 
called pine lands. No doubt there is a large number of acres of land 
thinly timbered which would yield much less. 

Mr. MCMILLAN. I think the Senator has stated the amount about 
100 per cent. too high as an average. 

Mr. PLUMB. Iam willing to accept the statement of the Senator 
from Minnesota and state it as he states it; it will not impair the effect 
of what I am about to say. I have some littleexperience of my own, at 
least the result of some little observation, which confirms the statement 
that many acres will yield as high as 40,000 feet per acre, and many 
more, as I said, will yield 20,000 feet per acre. I have no doubt that 
the average will be above 10,000 feet—of what are called the pine 
lands, I mean. 

Mr. SAWYER. It may not make any difference in the Senator's 
argument, but I think he is very much mistaken in his statement, be- 
cause the average of what is called good pine land does not exceed 8,000 
feet per acre. 

Mr. PLUMB. 
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the Senator from Wisconsin [Mr. SAWYER]; I am glad to have it put 
upon that conservative basis. Fifteen years ago those lands were worth 
a dollar and a quarter an acre. Ten years ago they were considered 
high at $2.50 an acre. Thegreatest fortunes which have been made in 
the Northwest, except in very exe»ptional cases, have been made by 
helding pine lands for the rise which has come, and it is to-day not a 
question as to how much we shall give to labor and how much we shall 
give to capital, but the question is whether we shall add more largely 
to those fortunes which have been made by holding on to cheap lands 
until by reason of the comparative exhaustion of them they have be- 
come of enormous value. 

Take the average as stated by the Senator from Wisconsin, at 8,000 
feet, and the stumpage value of these landsalone is $40 anacre; and the 
land itself is left, the wood is left, and everything else except the logs that 
are taken to the mill is left to the owner of the land. There has been 
no such valuable investment in any other kind of land in this entire 
country. There never has been such sudden and great enhancement 
of the agricultural land of this country since the settlement of the 
country began. 


The question to-day, so far as I believe the frets to he, resolves itself 
into this: whether we shall give more value to the fixed capital in 
vested in the lands, or whether we shall prevent at least a fall in the 


price of lumber, so as to add new burdens to the agricultural population 
of this country? If the labor which is used in the manutacture of lum- 
ber, if that active capital which has penetrated these comparatively re- 
mote sections of the country, brought this lumber into market, carried 
it upon the prairies of Nebraska and Kansas, needed something new ot 
additional to what it already has, I would be willing to give it to it 

It is a form of labor and a form of enterprise which I feel very much in 

clined to favor; but by adding to the tariff, or by retaining this tariff, we 
shall not give a singie dollar to any man who labors, or any percentag: 
whatever to the active capital engaged in the manufacture of lumber, 
but we shall instead of that give added value to the land, to the stump 
age as it is spoken of, and a value which will increase from time to time 
by reason of the using up of the forests until that sum which is now 
represented by the $5 the Senator from Michigan spoke of as the price 
for the mere privilege of cutting down and using the timber will have 
heen doubled or quadrupled 

I have heretofore regarded as of a Character possessing anthority the 
statement that within eight years we shall have exhausted the entire 
supply of white-pine timber in this country. That belief was some 
what shaken by the suggestion of the usually correct Senator from Wi 
consin in front of me [Mr. CAMERON ] to the eficet that he had heard 
that statement for the last twenty-five years. | presume it may Ib 
true that the statement is more alarming than the thets would warrant, 
and that we may not exhaust our stock of pine timber within eight 
years; but manifestly we have encroached materially upon the supply, 
and we can calculate with some degree of certainty that within some 
period which can be accepted as within the lite of persons now living 
the supply of pine timber, if we shall go on exhausting it at the rat 
we have for the last few years, will have entirely disappeared. 

Of course meanwhile, as by the invention of barbed wire a certain 
demand will have become more limited and its use for fencing and other 
purposes perhaps will be entirely supplanted, but still it ean. be readily 
seen that considering the necessities of 50,000,000 people, increasing per- 
haps at the rate of 3 per cent. per annum, the supply of pine timber, ex- 
cept for something now not foreseen, must every year grow more and 
more scant, and as it grows scant the price of it must necessarily in 
crease. 

Pine lumber which is worth $10 at the mill is worth, when it comes 
to be landed by rail in Kansas, $250n an average and more. Twenty- 
five dollars is rather under than over the average. 
be paid for what is practically a necessary. Everything which dimin- 
ishes it is of account. It is a staple like grain, a staple like food, some- 
thing the use of which, so far as we can now see, can not be foregone, 
something which has got to continue, and with practically an increas- 
ing ratio. Everything, therefore, which reduces the price or which will 
prevent an increase of the price is of great advantage to a very larg: 
number of people 

The Senator from Michigan, in his argument on Saturday, appealed 
to the people whom I in part represent here, for that he said the lum- 
ber-producing regions of the country use four or five million dollars’ 
worth of agricultural products, and he said those products were pro- 
tected to the agriculturists of Iowa, Kansas, and Nebraska by a duty 
of 20 per cent., and he said in effect that if we were to have this 20 per 
cent. protection we ought not to begrudge the equivalent protection 
which was accorded to the lumber interest. 

Mr. President, I am willing, so far as I am concerned, as represent- 
ing an agricultural people, to say that if there shall be a general reduc- 
tion of 20 per cent. all around, or an equivalent reduction upon manufact- 
ured articles, the agriculturists of Kansas at least will be perfectly 
willing to forego the 20 per cent. protection upon their wheat. In fact 
their protection amounts to nothing. The wheat of Kansas goes abroad 
in competition with the wheat of Russia and with the wheat of India, 


It is a large sum to 





competing in the great wheat market of the world, Liverpool. and find- 


I am willing to take even the minimum stated by | ing there no protection and no advantage growing out of the assumed 
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protection which is given to it by the tariff laws of the United States. 
It may be true that some of the butter and some of the wheat and some 
of the cabbage and the potatoes of Canada might, if it were not for pro- 
tection, find a market among the lumbering men of Michigan and Min- 
nesota and Wisconsin, but that is by comparison a matter of no account; 
it counts nothing in the general question of supply and in the general 
question of prices. 

Practically speaking, the tariff is put upon wheat, upon corn, and 
upon various other agricultural products simply as a disguise, simply 
io make the agricultural people of the United States believe that the 
tariff by its terms protects them while protecting the manufacturing 
interests of the country. Such is not the case. I do not mean to say 
by that that it was designed for that, but that at all events is the only 
purpose which it subserves. The people who have farms which need 
fencing, and who have land upon which houses are to be built, want 
of course cheap lumber. We are atthe threshold, at all events, of the 
exhaustion of the pine lands, whether you call it eight years or twenty 
years; and it makes no difference in the life of anation and in thecon- 
sideration of matters of public policy and in the formulation and enact- 
ment of laws which are to govern the country not only to-day but for 
years to come, whether we speak of that period of the exhaustion of the 
pine lands of this country as eight years or twenty years. Why should 
we protect for eight years or ten years or twenty years the forests of 
the United States in such a way that they may constantly by reason of 
that protection be diminished ? 

Mr. President, I hope never to see the time when this country will 
he absolutely dependent upon Canada or any other country for lumber. 
I am very much in that respect like the man who argued with me in 
1857, during the panic of that year, in favor of the issuance of a large 
amount of bank notes about the redemption of which there might have 
been and was considerable doubt. In reply to the statement I made 
to him that if we got the immediate relief we should be worse off after 
a time when we came to understand and know that the notes could not 
be paid, he said to me with great effect that he always preferred to die 
at ninety days than to die at sight. I think on the whole so far asthe 
lumber supply of this country is concerned, I should rather it would 
die at ninety days than to dieatsight. I would rather by the operation 
of some wise law, which would permit us if necessary to draw supplies 
from abroad, continue the supply of lumber in this country not only 
for eight years but for a generation and for generations yet to come. 
When we talk about protection as applied to raw products, it ought to 
be to those, if any of them, which we have such a supply of that we 
can not count with any degree of certainty or even of speculation as 
to their exhaustion. 

So, whether the lumber supply of this country is to last for eight 
years, or ten years, or fifty years, we can see readily that it is disap- 
pearing. It is aquestion of acreage which we cansee the extent of, and 
in connection with that the question of the use of it and the increasing 
use of it by the increasing population of the United States. It is, as I 
said, not a question in the way of protection of any enlargement either 
of the capacity of labor or of its wages, but simply a question whether 
by protection we shall enlarge the value of those lands which are con- 
stantly enhanced by reason of the disappearance of lumber, and if the 
lumber shall be placed upon the free-list, no laborer of Michigan or of 
Wisconsin or of Minnesota will receive one single farthing less as his 
day's wages, nor will any dollar of capital invested in saw-millsin those 
States or in any way inthe handling of the lumber receive any less re- 
turn for it, but we shall have put to some extent an inhibition upon an 
increase in the value of the land which has already been added to enor- 
mously and far beyond the average increase of the value of land in 
the United States during the last fifteen years by reason of the dimin- 
ishing supply coupled with the increasing demand for lumber. 

We have got to consider all the people of the United States when we 
consider this question of the tariff; we ought to consider the men who 
raise the grain. We do not do it except in an indirect way. The tariff 
upon wheat and upon various agricultural products is not protection. 
No farmer ever asked for it; no farmer ever received one single dime 
on account of it. If the Senator from Michigan is willing to forego 
the tariff upon lumber in consideration of the fact that he shall buy 
the untaxed products of Canadian soil, so far as Iam concerned I am 
willing to yield that to him, and I am willing to say that in consid- 
eration of free lumber he shall have the right to buy free horses, free 
cows, free wheat, and free corn, cabbage, and potatoes of Canada, which 
the barren soil of Michigan does not yield. 

We have been engaged, as it seems to me, in the consideration of this 
question from the basis of the direct interest of a minority of the people 
of the United States. Seven-tenths of the people of the United States 
are engaged in agriculture. A large number of the people who are 
vot engaged in agriculture are engaged in supplying the necessities of 
that class of people. Probably not more than one-tenth of the people 
of the United States are directly engaged in manufacturing. It does 
not seem to me proper, it certainly is not, looking at this matter from 
a permanent standpoint, when we disregard wholly everything except 
the question as to whether the people who are ad in manufactur- 
ing can get out of it the profit they want for their capital. 

We are at the threshold of a new condition of things in this 








country. We have had profitable employment for capital and for en- 
terprises such as will not come to this country again. We have had 
great spaces to fill up with railroads. We have had laws in regard to 
the building of railroads which have enabled the men who built them 
to get two, three, and four times not only profit but addition to their 
original capital. By the multiplication of railroads the agricultural 
products of the country have been obliged to pay a rate which would 
yield an interest accordi: g to this multiplication. That is among the 
things that are past. Waile this was going on, while these incentives 
to enterprise and energy accompanied by the comparatively small 
amounts of capital in this country existed, it was not to be expected 
that men would engage in manufacturing unless they could get profits 
corresponding to the profits that could be made in other fields. Men 
who wanted to make money went west. 

No man in Massachusetts or Connecticut or New York, no young 
man, calculated upon making money at home, but he went west to 
make it where the profits for investment and en and enterprise 
were so much greater. The market of the West is substantially filled 
as by comparison. The men who are to labor in this country and the 
men who are to make investments in this country, the men who are 
to get the profits of enterprise and of energy, are to get them nearer 
home than heretofore. We are at the threshold of the day of small 
economy, of the comparatively small return of capital, and of the de- 
cent and fair adjustment of the interests of this country in such a way 
that coming and meeting upon a common level they can each of them 
so far as practicable have an equal profit for labor and for investment. 

It is not, therefore, practicable for us, whether we will or not, to so 
far discount the public sentiment of the immediate future as here by 
our action to give unwonted and unnecessary profit to capital invested 
in manufacturing. It is not proper nor fair for us to take account of 
the things that have been, but we must take account of the things that 
are to be. We have come to a point where we can not build great lines 
of railroad. There has been in all railroad building in the last few 
years only one great independent line of railroad built; all other rail- 
roal building has been the extension of existing lines. Itis to bea 
new order of things in that particular—not the invitation to the large 
investment of capital we have had heretofore, but everything is to be 
done upon a smaller scale by comparison; and along with that is com- 
ing, as I said, the economy, the lack of waste, which heretofore has char- 
acterized that enterprise and energy, which has taken men thousands 
of miles away from their homes to make an investment. 

Itisto be the neighborhood work hereafter, the attending to detail, the 
investment within a small radius, which may bring smaller profits and 
is attended with lesser risk, and it will be futile to make a tariff duty 
upon the condition of things of yesterday. An institution like the in- 
stitution which the Senator from Ohio [Mr. SHERMAN] so ably rep- 
resents here, and for which he is willing, of course, to sacrifice every- 
thing else, like the potteries of East Liverpool, which for forty years 
have labored and prospered in the making of wares which the people of 
this country have been obliged to buy, can live and prosper for the future 
upon aless imposition rather than a greater. 

In regard to this matter, as I said, under the guise not only of an en- 
actment for the protection of wheat, but under an appeal made in the 
very eloquent tones and terms of the Senator from Michigan, the peo- 
ple of Kansas are adjured to be willing to pay $2 a thousand more for 
lumber in order that their sight may be tickled by the spectacle of a 
protection of 20 per cent. ad valorem upon the wheat which they send 
to Chicago and from Chicago to Liverpool, competing in the Liverpool 
market against the slave labor as well as all the other labor of the world. 
It will not do, Mr. President. I have no doubt that I fairly represent 
the people of Kansas when I say that they are willing to look and do 
look at this question from the basis of protection; that they do not want 
free trade as it is ordinarily termed, but they do want that every single 
thing upon which a duty is put shall be subject to scrutiny, a scrutiny 
to determine whether it is necessary that the protection should be ac- 
corded to that particular interest in order that it may live and have a 
profit. They do not want that anything should be cut down in a de- 
structive way; they do not want a factory closed; they want labor and 
capital employed to have a fair return; but they reject utterly and en- 
tirely, as I believe, all this talk that the higher the duty the lower the 
price, and reject the idea that there is any rule or any plan which runs 
through the whole tariff business and which can be applied to every- 
thing and which assumes that protection is necessary upon everything 
irrespective of climate, of condition, and which, as they believe, has 
resulted to some extent heretofore in giving to special industries profits 
to which they are not entitled, while it has not yielded a proportional 
profit to the product of the soil. 

Mr. JONES, of Florida. Will the Senator allow me to ask him a 
question? I understand the force of his argument tobe that a duty has 
the effect of giving the entire advantage of the price of the article to 
the home producer. 

Mr. PLUMB. No, no. 

Mr. JONES, of Florida. I am as much opposed to anything in the 
shape of a prohibition duty as the Senator. I find that the schedule as 
to the importation of lumber into the United States is quite large, and 
that the revenue resulting from it is very respectable. I should liketo 
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know if there is anything in the nature of this commodity or these es- | Mr. FRYE. Do not the Senators from Maine vote for a duty on rice, 


tablishments which would prevent it from paying into the Treasury a 
reasonable revenue the same as other articles entering into the wants 
and necessities of life—coal, iron, or anything else? 

Mr. PLUMB. If a duty is to be put upon this article solely with 
reference to what may come into the Treasury, then I say that is to be 
governed also with reference to the people who are to pay it, and the 
question how it bears upon the purchasers of the country. I did not 
say that this profit inured to the producer. I said otherwise. I said 
the profit inured to the man who owned the land, and not the man who 
employed the labor and whose capital took the risk of such employ- 
ment. There is where my objection is. If I believed to-day that cut- 
ting down this duty would impair the value of the labor, would cut 
one farthing off from its wages, I would not vote for it; but I do not 
so see it. I see in all this tariff business simply the enhancement of the 
value of the land, that is so faras the lumber is concerned, adding noth- 
ing whatever to the value of the lumber. 

If it is simply a question of yevenue, why shall we not add revenue 
upon the luxuries of life? Why not put it upon the silks, the wines, 
the jewelry, and the high-priced articles generally and take it off from 
the necessaries of life if it is only revenue we want? But we are led 
by gentlemen like the Senator from Maine [Mr. Fry], who says that 
he is in favor of protection irrespective of revenue. This tariff, it seems 
to me, is fashioned too much upon a cast-iron adherence to the doctrine 
that protection itself is a good thing found wherever it may be, no mat- 
ter what it is, the moment anything comes in sight that anybody may 
bring into the country put a tariff upon it for the want of a better place 
to putit. I think we ought, instead of that, to consult and see whether 


we can not impose it upon articles of luxury, diminish the price of 


things that are articles of necessity so far as possible, and then adjust 
the revenues of the country upon the shoulders that are best able to 
bear it, and not put it upon those things which people are obliged to 
have, and by reason of the very obligation to have them make the bur- 
dens of their purchase and of the duties upon those articles that much 


greater. 

Mr. MORRILL! Mr. President, I wish to say that I have been very 
much surprised that after the debate on Saturday we should have spent 
three hours and a half to-day upon the least objectionable schedule in 
the whole list of the tariff. The lowest duties that are placed upon 
anything are placed upon the articles in this schedule. 

Let me say one word in relation to protection. There is no intention 
of protecting the timber of this country by this bill. There will not 
be one stick of it less cut whether the bill shall place the articles on the 
free-list or place them at this small amount of protection. 

Let me say that when we reduced the duty upon coffee, Brazil reaped 
all the advantage. We propose to take off the duty upon raisins. 
Spain, we being the chief consumer of raisins, will reap all the imme- 
diate advantage, as Brazil did in regard to coffee. Every single farth- 
ing we take off this schedule of wood will be to the advantage of the 
Canadians, and will not result to the profit of any person here using a 
particle of the timber in the manufactured article. 

I say this as my own State is as much of a consumer almost as the 
State of Kansas or Nebraska. We are dependent upon foreigners for 
ourpine. Letmesay that the Saint Lawrence is denuded of its pine tim- 
ber from Quebec to Montreal, and whatever they have above that comes 
to our market, and whatever the price may be here regulates the price 


there. We shall not be benefited one single dollar by any reduction of 


the duty upon manufactures of wood. 

Mr. FRYE. Mr. President, I am glad to say that my pond on the 
lumber business is a small one and will soon run out. How any man 
can talk for an hour about the duty on lumber is beyond my compre- 
hension. The Senaters from Kansas and the Senator from Nebraska 
seem to be running amuck with each other on this question of lumber, 
and I do not understand it. I am sorry that the other Senator from 
Nebraska is not here to join in. 

This duty on lumber does not affect the price of lumber in Kansas 
and Nebraska one single mill. A railroad only three hundred miles 
long can control the lumber through all Kansas and Nebraska a hun- 
dred times where this duty of 20 per cent. or 15 per cent. ad valorem 
will affect the price at all. 

Mr. PLUMB. We do not want our misfortunes added to by having 
a railroad to control it. 

Mr. FRYE. That is just what I want the Senator to look at. He is 
looking at Kansas and Nebraska alone. He does not look anywhere 
else. Kansas and Nebraska have wheat-fields, they can raise immense 
crops of wheat; Maine has not wheat-fields; Maine can not raise corn; 
but the lumber business of Maine is its great overshadowing interest 
to-day, and it is hugged right into the embrace of Canada. 

Why should not the Senator from Nebraska feel some interest in the 
Stateof Maine? It belongsto the UnitedStates. The Senator from Ala- 
bama says that not a dollar’s worth of lumber will be imported into 
Alabama, and that that State has not a shadow of interest init; but has 
not Alabama a little interest in the prosperity of the State of Maine or 
of Michigan or of Northern New York ? 

Mr. MORGAN. We have, and also in Kansas and Nebraska and all 
the country out West. 





and yet Maine raises no rice, but eats a good deal? Do not the Sena- 
tors trom Maine vote for a duty on iron, and their constituents do not 
delve from the earth a ton of iron in year? Does not the State of Maine 
vote to protect other States in their industries and to preserve td other 
States their prosperity? We have voted over and over again a high 
duty upon sugar to protect the industries of the State of Louisiana, 
and for no other reason, and yet the Senator trom Louisiana [ Mr. Jon As] 
every time that his vote is called has voted to strike down these duties 
that are for the protection of industries in other States. 

Mr. MORGAN. We do not think this is a swap we are making with 
anybody. We are legislating for the whole country and not making a 
trade. F 

Mr. FRYE. Certainly, and every part of the country is a part of 
the whole country; and the prosperity of one part of the country is the 
prosperity of the rest of the country. 

The United States of America stole from Maine, in order to prevent 
war with great Britain, that tremendous, that wonderful river, Saint 
John’s, which has floated more lumber than any river cast at any rate 
of the Mississippi River. It was given away and taken from us to pre- 
vent war with Great Britain, and to-day the lumber floating down that 
river, if permitted to come in free, would destroy absolutely the lum 
ber interests of the State of Maine. The Penobscot River at every till 
has its saw-mill, with its gangs of saws; the Kennebec River the same: 
the Androscoggin River the same. Right beyond is the Saint John's 
You can hear the click of the ax on the tree on the Canadian side 
which a sturdy arm is striking at 75 cents a day, and the axman on 
the Yankee side gets his dollar and his dollar and a quarter a day 

Mr. PLUMB. Why do they not come over here? 

Mr. FRYE. They do come over here, thousands and tens of thou 
sands and work at our wages, and their teams by the hundreds cross the 
border, and you have a law expressly made that they may come ove 
and work their teams in our forests. The mills have been erected, they 
employ thousands and thousands of men; they load thousands of ships 
to carry the forests of Maine to the markets of the world. Put down 
this duty and let Canadian lumber in free, and Maine will suffer more 
a hundred times than Michigan, Maine will suffer more than any othe1 
State in this Union, because Maine ismore dependent upon this industry 
than either of the other great States can possibly be; and not only the 
Maine lumbermen will suffer but the Maine coasters will sutler in thei 
carrying trade, and it will be but a short time before the whole carry 
ing trade of lumber will be diverted from your Maine ships, from your 
Maine coasters, into British bottoms, following suit with your foreig 
commerce. 

Sir, alittle duty not over 15 or 16 per cent. ad valorem, the lowest duty 
in the whole schedule ofduties onany manutacturing industry —that lit 
tle duty protects us. It is our interest to have it preserved. — It does not 
make the lumber in Alabama cost a cent more, nor in Missouri, nor in 
Nebraska, nor in Kansas, nor in Texas, nor in any of the central and 
middle States of this Union. ‘The smallest rise of a tari? in railroad 
rates of one hundred miles will more than wipe out every dollar ofthat 
duty. But between Maine and Canada is a river halfa mile wide, and 
across that the lumber can be brought, and from the mouth of the Saint 
John’s River the ship loaded with lumber can clear for New York and 
Boston and the seaport great cities of the Atlantic coast, and there pos 
sibly it may to a slight degree affect the price of lumber. 

I will venture to say now that in Minnesota, in the southern part of 
it, this tariff does not affect the price of lumber asingle dollar. 

When you made the Hawaiian treaty and admitted suger free it cam 
into San Francisco tree where we were paying 65 cents on a dollar, 65 
per cent. ad valorem, and Spreckels, the refiner, having control and 
monopoly of the business, makes men on the Pacific coast pay 2! cent 
and 3 cents more a pound for sugar than we do in Boston and New York 
to-day. Why? Because heis able to make a treaty with the railroad 
companies by which Eastern sugar shall not be transported tothe western 
coast as low as if can be transported in any other direction. Those rail 
roads can control the lumber business for the distant States withont the 
slightest difficulty, and I say it is selfish and unkind and ungenerous 
in the Senators from States not affected by the tariff to come here and 
try to break down a 15 or 16 percent. duty, the lowest one in the whole 
range of duties, simply for, as the Chinaman would sa) talkee, talkee, 
talkee.’? That is all there is about it. 

Mr. McMILLAN. Mr. President, I shall detain the Senate but a 
very short time in referring to some of the arguments that have been 
made upon this question which I think altogether fallacious 

The Senator from Delaware [Mr. BAYARD] referred to the existence 
of astatute upon our statute-book rewarding the planting of timber 
upon the prairie lands of this country, and remarked that it was wholly 
inconsistent with the principle of imposing a tariff upen labor ex- 
pended in the manufacture of lumber. The law to which the Senator 
refers was extended to encourage the settlement of the treeless portions 
of this country. It is well known that there are large portions of the 
interior of our continent wholly treeless, and for the purpose of invit 
ing settlement upon that portion of the country, where all the auvan 
tages exist for agricultural purposes except the timber and in some in- 
stances water, that law was passed, and it has resulted advantageously. 
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It has resulted in the planting of forests all through that portion of the 
country. 

The prairie lands of Dakota, the prairie lands of Kansas, have been 
beautified and rendered valuable by the planting of trees where no for- 
est or timber grew before. It seems to me it must be apparent that 
can not interfere with or affect the portions of the country which areal- 
ready the timbered portions of it, or the forests. How can the fact that 
we encourage the cultivation of forests on the prairie lands affect the por- 
tions of the country which are already the timbered regions? That will 
not decrease the forests; that will not interfere with them in any degree. 

The senior Senator from Kansas [Mr. INGALLS] alluded to the fact 
that he did not consent to the theory that the precipitation of moisture 
depended wholly upon the existence of forests. The Senator from Kan- 
sas, I have no doubt, understands that matter thoroughly and appre- 
ciates it properly. The portions of our country which are treeless are 
so because of the want of precipitation of moisture. That is the rea- 
son why they have no forests growing upon them. If you can intro- 
duce to those portions of the country moisture in any way there the 
jorests will spring up just as they are on the portions of the continent 
already favored by large and extensive forests. Therefore that ques- 
tion is not affected in any way by the question of protecting the labor 
performed here upon logs or raw material prepared for the market. 

The only protection in this schedule is to labor, it is not to raw ma- 
terial. The raw material is free, and only when human labor comes 
to be expended upon it does it receive any protection. 

The Senator from lowa [Mr. McDILL] who addressed the Senate 
upon this question can look only to the manufacturers in his own State 
as being affected by this protection. Large quantities of logs are trans- 
ferred from the Upper Mississippi to the limits of the State of the Sen- 
ator from lowa, and there they are manufactured into lumber, which 
goes out upon the prairies of his own State for the construction of fences 
and buildings where they have no timber growing. It is only when 
that labor comes to be performed upon the logs which they receive 
there that this duty attaches or affects it in any degree. 

The Senator from Kansas [Mr. PLUMB] who last addressed the Sen- 
ate argued that this tariff would result merely to the benefit of owners 
of pine lands who had purchased the lands at Government prices and 
had received large benefits from the enhanced value of those lands. In 
my own State, where the pine forests extend throughout the northern 
and the northeastern portion of the State, the lands have been long 
since in the hands of private owners wherever they have been in mar- 
ket. It is true there has been an enhancement in the value of pine 
lands in that State, but the enhancement in value will not compare with 
the enhanced value of the agricultural lands in the same State and in 
the neighboring Territory of Dakota. The rich prairie lands of Min- 
nesota and Dakota have increased much more in value than the timber 
lands of that State or of any portion of the West. The owners of those 
lands have received much more benefit from the increased value of land 
than those who entered upon lands years ago, because the body of the 
land in our State has been withdrawn from the marketand in the hands 

of private owners for twenty years. 

The great protection which is to be afforded by the Government to 
the forests of this country is in protecting them against fires which ravage 
through them, destroying more pine timber every year than is manu- 
factured. More timber and more of our forests are consumed by fires 
every year than are manufactured or destroyed for any other purpose. 
There is the direction in which these forests can be protected, and the 
attention of the Government should be directed to that particular. 

As I said, the only protection here is to the labor performed upon 
wood. Whatever variety of timber is specified here, embracing pine, 
poplar, hemlock, all the varieties of timber, the labor is all that is pro- 
tected; and the portion sought to be stricken out by the Senator from 
Kansas [Mr. INGALLS] who submits the amendment embraces lumber 
of that class. 

So far as my own State is concerned I think I can speak without prej- 
udice, because the importations of lumber manufactured in any way do 
not extend to our region. Any importation of manufactured lumber is 
made east of Lake Superior, but the manufacture of lumber of every 
variety of course in our State must be encouraged. We have large 
mills, extensive manufactories of lumber in every shape, of wooden- 
ware, of planing-machines, saw-mills, and every variety of labor. 
Therefore we are interested in protecting the labor that is expended 
upon this production of the State, and it is only in that interest that I 
support or feel called upon to support this part of the bill; and I trast 
that no distinction will be made here between the protection of this 
class of labor and any other class of labor. 

Mr. BLAIR. Mr. President, this subject has been pretty thoroughly 
discussed already, and I ean not expect to throw any light upon it of 
consequence to the Senate, and yet as this is a schedule of considerable 
interest to my own State, I feel under the necessity of saying a few 
words with reference to it. 

The population of this country, in round numbers, was in 1840, 
17,000,000; in 1850, 23,000,000; in 1860, 31,000,000; in 1870, 38,000, - 
000; in L880 it was a trifle over 50,000,000, having almost trebled in 
the course of forty years, and it is now verging upon 55,000,000. In ten 
years from this time the population of the United States will vary, 
jndging the ‘future by the past, but very few from 70,000,000, and before 





the close of the century there is every reason to believe that our coun- 
try will be inhabited by at Ieast 100,000,000 people. 

The consumption of lumber in this country has increased in greater 
ratio than the population, and it is likely to continue to doso in future, 
and we have every reason to suppose that in another century following 
this our population will double at least twice, certainly once and a half, 
and the year 2000 is almost sure to find our territory, assuming that it 
shall not be enlarged geographically, inhabited by at least 250,000,000 
people, while the ratio of consumption of everything that appertains to 
civilization will be likely to increase very much more largely. It takes 
at least a century for pine or any of the important forest trees of the 
country to reproduce themselves. 

In this connection I make a preliminary statement of fact as bear- 
ing very plainly in a very important way upon the main question which 
is at issue here, as to how we are best to conserve our existing timber 
supply and make preparation for that of the future. We have in this 
country, as it has been stated, scarce enough to rely upon for the next 
eight or ten years. The object of those who oppose this schedule is 
that we may extend or increase our supply from the forests which lie 
beyond and north of the Canadian line; but we should bear in mind 
that even in Canada the forest is rapidly disappearing. The popula- 
tion of Canada is rapidly increasing; the consumption there has in- 
creased correspondingly, and in a much greater ratio there than the 
population. A Pacific railroad is passing directly through from one 
side to the other of the continent and denuding it even in Canada of 
its forest supplies on which their own as well as our population already 
largely depends. i 

It must be obvious from this statement in regard to the present and 
the prospective wants of the population of North America in this line that 
we must look to something else than the existing forests either north 
or south of our own northern border for our supply, and there is no 
remedy but in the adoption of that policy which has been adopted in 
Europe largely and to some extent in our own country, and that is the 
planting of forests. That and that alone will give to the American 
people, whether in our own or any other countries to the north or south 
of us, a permanent supply for the future wants of*our population. 

If this is a correct view of the subject it will not better the matter to 
remove the tariff upon lumber and to let the fifty, sixty, seventy-five, 
or one hundred million Americans draw their supply from what is grow- 
ing now north of us, for that very soon will be exhausted. It comes 
home, then, to just this: Shall the forests which we now have be de- 
nuded and destroyed, and shall the Canadian forests be invaded, cc- 
nuded, and destroyed; or shall we, on the other hand, introduce a 
policy, or rather pursue one already introduced, requiring a more general 
planttag of forestand of timbertrees? That alone will give us the proper 
supply tor the present and for the future. 

So far as the supply of lumber is concerned to the American people 
with reference to a long time to come, it is of very little consequence 
whether this schedule is kept on or whether it is entirely removed; 
whether lumber remains subject to a tariff or whether it is placed upon 
the free-list. The only really vital and important question is whether 
by this existing and temporary legislation we shall strike down an Amer- 
ican industry now adjusted in all its relations to the other industries 
which have been developed and which are dependent upon this tariff 
schedule? If the removal of this tariff, of this 15 or 20 cent. pre- 
mium which is now placed upon our own production, will interfere sub- 
stantially with the lumber manufacture as it exists in America—— 

Mr. MORRILL. It is not 10 per cent. 

Mr. BLAIR. Does it not average more than 10 per cent. ? 

Mr. MORRILL. No; not so much as 10 per cent. 

Mr. BLAIR. I supposed it averaged about 10 per cent., but I will 
say averaging less than 10 per cent. If striking that down will be a 
substantial injury to those engaged in this manufacture in the United 
States, I believe it is our duty to keep that protection still upon the 
list. Those who represent this industry upon the floor have come to 
you with their testimony directly from their constituents, and have 
said it can not result otherwise than disastrously tothem. I know that 
for years in my own State the average profit of our lumbermen has been 
less than 50 cents per thousand feet upon their manufacture. I know 
that they lie directly upon the Canadian line; that the avenues of com- 
munication connecting with the Canadian lumber country run directly 
through ourState; that they interfere essentially and substantially with 
the market for lumber as it is man ured in our State, sold as it is 
in the more thickly settled portions of New England; and to remove 
this tariff of 10 per cent. or less, which in some instances amounts to $2 
and in some others to $3 a thousand feet, would be a reduction of four 
times the —o which is now made by the manufacturers in 
my State. It would be impossible for them to live. Not only would 
the laborer there suffer, but the fixed capital itself would be destroyed. 
If this duty should be removed, there is in my State not one single 
saw-mill, not one single place for the manufacture of lumber that could 
live. There is not a capitalist there who can continue in business two 


years under the operation of the tariff if this should be placed upon the 
free-list. 9 

Gentlemen rise here and say they would not inflict this upon us if 
they supposed it would do any injury to labor; but can there be labor 
without capital? Where are the wages to come from unless there is 
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profit to capital from which it is to be paid? If this change will strike 
down capital, does it not reach labor with the same blow? 

Senators talk with what seems to me an assurance that verges upon 
elaborate nonsense in regard to this thing. Do we not all know that 
capital in this country draws a higher rate per cent. of interest than it 
does in any foreign country? Movable capital is higher here than it 
is anywhere else. No man who is undertaking to manufacture in any 
department, no manufacturer can obtain his capital as cheaply in 
America as he can in any foreign country, Canada, Mexico, or Europe. 
If he is to manufacture the first thing he requires is capital. The 
manuiacturer is not often the capitalist. He has to go tothe man who 
has accumulated capital and hire it and pay 6, 8, or 10 per cent. for 
its use, so that the first ingredient of production costs far more in this 
country than it does anywhere else. 

That is the capital fixed in the plant and which is used in the ordi- 
nary transaction of business. When you come to the next thing, the 
raw material, how is it as to that? Do we not know that the raw ma- 
terial costs in this country more than anywhere else? Do we not know 
that everything which appertains to the support of the laborer, every- 
thing which enters into the production or support of labor is higher in 
this country than it isin any other partof the world? Sothe man who 
engages in production as a manufacturer, before he can produce at all, 
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for these millions which I have mentioned, has to pay as much or more 
than in any other country under the sun. 

What other ingredient is necessary in order that we may have what 
we call production and secure the substantial, material things of life? 
Nothing but wages; and wages are labor. Labor and wages are con- 
vertible terms, and labor to day costs more here than it does anywhere 
else, does it not? Labor here costs twice as much as it does in Europe; 
twice as much as it does in Canada; three times as much as it does in 
Mexico, and from two to three times as much as it does anywhere else 
on the face of the earth. You know the capitalist can keep his money; 
he is not obliged to lend it to the manufacturer. If he can not get his 
interest he may keep his capital and he can survive; but the man who 
depends upon his wages, upon his daily labor for his daily food, can not 
wait; he must have something to eat three times a day; he must have 
one or two suits of clothes every year; he must have shelter from the 
elements; his necessities are absolute, pressing, and they must be sup- 
plied. He must work; he can not wait. In other words, there must 
be production; otherwise there can be no wages, and the laboring man 
is the very first man who feels the pressure of a reduction in price the 
world over. It is so in this country, andif this tariff is so tinkered as 
to bring foreign production in upon the American consumer, if there is 
any reduction in any direction whatever (unless it is taken off from 
some few articles of raw material which come from abroad), that reduc- 
tion must come first and primarily from labor itself or from the wages 
of labor; it can not be otherwise. 

I have enumerated everything that enters into production, all its 
component parts, and I have shown, because it isindisputable—I show 
it by making the assertion, for it is a matter of common knowledge and 
common fame, that everything save wages costs more in this country 
than in any other country, and wages are higher, and wages must feel 
the pressure of the want of protection prior to any other clement of pro- 
duction whatever. Isnot thatso, Mr. President? Very well. I have 
been stating’a few general principles which it might be well for the 
Senator from Kansas who last spoke to consider, I think. But to get 
around to this matter of fact which I have been stating, I know that in 
my State, if this duty is stricken off, if this protection is removed, there 
is not a single manufactory of lumber that can continue to exist, and it 
is a very important interest, the important interest in the north half of 
New Hampshire. 

Now, sir, inregard to the matter of stumpage, which has been spoken 
of, gentlemen have talked of the land costing $1.25 an acre originally 
and said that now the owners get $40 worth of stumpage from an acre. 
That may be so; but it should be borne in mind that these lands were 
acquired years and years ago, and what is true in regard to some of the 
Northwestern States is not true at all in regard to my own State or any 
of the older States. The timber lands in my State have cost to such 
an extent that the stumpage is a comparatively unimportant element. 
There is no room to force a reduction on the price of the stumpage. In 
my own State it can not be done; and even if it couid be done under 
the pressure of many years of free trade in lumber, it will not be done 
until the working interest is gone, until the manufacturing establish- 
ments are destroyed; because upon wages and the immovable capital 
and the capital in the manufacturing establishments falls, as I have 
endeavored to show, the first burden of this reduction, 

The prices which have been stated here in regard to lumber astonish 
me; it may be because I liveinaremote section of the country; butinmy 
part of the country I know pine lumber is cheap at $20 a thousand in- 
stead of $10, as stated here. The best quality of pine lumber we have 
to get at $60 a thousand, and the removal of this trifling protection, at 
the most $2 per thousand, with which we are favored, might not result 
in any very substantial reduction of the cost. I think myself, however, 
that it probably would do so, and that that amount would come directly 
out, in avery short period of time, of the price to the consumer, and that 
—— ruin the manufacturing interest so far as my own State is con- 
cerned. 
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The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr. CAMERON, of Wisconsin, in the 
chair). The question is on the amendment offered by the Senator from 
Kansas [Mr. INGALLs]. 

Mr. BLAIR. A Senator asks what species of lumber we have. We 
have the pine; we have the spruce; we have the hemlock; we have 
hard wood; we have the best qualities there that are known. 

Mr. VAN WYCK. While the amendment of the Senator trom Kan- 
sas does not probably cover all that I might desire in the matter, still, 
under present circumstances, I am disposed to accept his amendment 
and not have a vote on the whole proposition. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The question is on the amendment 
offered by the Senator from Kansas [Mr. INGALLS]. 

Mr. VAN WYCK and Mr. COCKRELL called for the yeas and nays; 
and they were ordered. 

Mr. WILLIAMS. I understood the Senator from Nebraska to accept 
the amendment. 

Mr. VAN WYCK. 
cept it. 

Mr. WILLIAMS. Weare voting, then, ontheamendmentof the Sen- 
ator from Kansas, which is accepted by the Senator from Nebraska. 

The Principal Legislative Clerk proceeded to cal! the roll, and Mr. 
ALDRICH responded to his name. 

Mr. CAMDEN. Let the amendment be reported. [‘* Too late!’’] 

Mr. INGALILS. It is striking out of the schedule certain classes of 
rough, undressed lumber and placing them on the free-list 

Mr FRYE. Rough, undressed lumber like shingles and clapboards 
and all that sort of thing! 

The Principal Legislative Clerk continued the roll-call 

Mr. BROWN (when his name was called). On this question I am 
paired with the Senator from Nebraska [Mr. SAUNDERS]. 

Mr. GARLAND (when his name was called). I am paired on this 
question with the Senator from Vermont [Mr. EpMUNDs]. If he were 
here, I should vote ‘‘ yea.”’ 

Mr. HARRIS (when his name was called). Upon this question I 
am paired with the Senator from Illinois |Mr. Davis]. If he were 
present, I should vote ‘‘ yea’’ and he would vote ‘* nay.”’ 

Mr. HARRIS (when Mr. SAULSBURY’S name was called I desire 
to state that the Senator from Delaware [Mr. SAULSBURY] is paired 
with the Senator from Michigan [ Mr. kerry], both of whom are absent. 

Mr. VAN WYCK (when Mr. SAUNDERS’S name was called). My 
colleague [Mr. SAUNDERS] is in favor of free lumber. Ile is paired 
with the Senator from Georgia [Mr. Brown]. If he were here, my 
colleague would vote ‘‘ yea.”’ : 

Mr. VANCE~(when his name was called 
Senator from Louisiana [Mr. KeELLoaa]. 
vote ‘* yea.”’ 

Mr. GARLAND (when Mr. VoORHEES’S name was called The 
Senator from Indiana [Mr. VooRHEES] is paired with his colleague 
[Mr. HArrison]. The Senator from Indiana [Mr. Voorness], if 
here, would vote ** yea’’ and his colleague ‘‘nay.”’ 

The roll-call was concluded. 

Mr. DAVIS, of West Virginia (after having voted in the aflirmative). 
I am paired with the Senator from Minnesota [Mr. WinpoM]. I with- 
draw my vote. I make the announcement of the pair now. 

Mr. JONES, of Florida (after having voted in the affirmative). I 
voted under a misapprehension. Iam paired with the Senator from 
Massachusetts [Mr. Hoar]. I withdraw my vote. 

Mr. FYRE. My colleague [Mr. HALE] has been called away from 
the Senate. If present, he would vote ‘‘nay.’’ He is paired with the 
Senator from Kentucky [Mr. Breck]. 

Mr. McMILLAN. My colleague [Mr. WINDOM] is paired with the 
Senator from West Virginia [Mr. DAvis]. If he were present, my 
colleague would vote ‘‘ nay.’’ 

Mr. HAWLEY. The Senator from Nevada [Mr. JoNEs] desired me 
to announce that he is paired with his colleague [Mr. Farr] 

The result was announced—yeas 25, nays 23; as follows: 





It is not all I desire, but 1 am willing to aec- 


{ am paired with the 
If he were present, I should 


YEAS—25. 


Barrow, Farley, Mahone, Van Wyck, 
Bayard, Gorman, Maxey, Vest, i 
Butler, Groome, Morgan, Walker 
Call, Hampton, Pendleton, Williams 
Camden, Ingalls, Plumb, 
Cockrell, Jackson, Pugh, 
Ceke, MeDill, Slater, 
NAYS—23 

Aldrich, Chilcott, Hill, Morrill, 
Allison, Conger, Lapham *latt, 
Anthony, Dawes, Logan, Rollins, 
Blair, Frye, MeMillan, Sawyer, 
Cameron of Pa., George, Miller of Cal.. Sherman 
Cameron of Wis Hawley Miller of N. Y 

ABSENT—28 
Beck, Garland Jonas, Ransom, 
Brown, Grover, Jones of Florida, Saulsbury, 
Davis of I)1., Ifale, Jones of Nevada, Saunders, 
Davis of W. Va., Ilarris, Kellogg. Sewell, 
Edmunds Ilarrison Lamar, Vance, 
Fair, Hoar, McPherson, Voorhees, 
Ferry, Johnston, Mitchell, Windom, 


So the amendment was agreed to 
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The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Secretary informs the Chair that 
the Senator from Nebraska [Mr. VAN WyYCK] accepted the amendment 
just adopted. So that it was the amendment of the Senator from Ne- 
braska instead of the amendment of the Senator from Kansas [Mr. In- 
GALLS]. 

Mr. MORGAN. I move to amend by adding at the end of line 889: 

Woods, namely: cedar, lignum-vite, lancewood, ebony, box, granadilla, ma- 
hogany, rose-wood, satin- wood, and all cabinet woods, unmanufactured, 20 per 
cent, ad valorem. 

The object of the amendment is to transfer from the free-list what is 
contained between lines 2206 and 2208 to that part of the Schedule D 
contained in lines 819 to 821, and its bringing the woods which are 
named in the lines I have quoted in the free-list under a tariff of 20 per 
cent. ad valorem. 

The honorable Senator from Missouri [Mr. COCKRELL] says he does 
not understand it. I willexplainitfurther. The following woodsare 
on the free-list in the bill reported by the committee: 

Woods, namely : cedar, lignum-vite, lancewood, ebony, box, granadilla, ma- 
hogany, rose-wood, satin-wood, and all cabinet woods, unmanufactured. 

I propose to transfer them to the schedule of dutiable woods by put- 
ting these words in at the end of line 889 just preceding the other 
words there, so as to make the text read consecutively, putting them 
under a tax of 20 per cent. ad valorem. 

Mr. FRYE. In other words, if I understand the Senator, he pro- 
poses to take manufactured lumber and putit on the free-list, and take 
unmanufactured wood and put it at 20 per cent. ad valorem. 

Mr. MORGAN. Certain woods thatare used for purposes merely of 
decoration, where we have woods that ought to be in competition with 
them, ought to bear a tariff. They ought not to come in free, because 
they are simply articles of luxury. We have in the South quite a large 
numberof woods very valuable, needed for purposes of decoration. The 
bay-wood and magnolia are chief among them. We have also vast 
forests of cedar, and we should like to have a little interest in the bene- 
fits of this tariff as well as all its disadvantages. 

Mr. FRYE. The Senator was in favor of putting manufactured lum- 
ber on the free-list in favor of the forests of this great country; but now 
he is in favor of putting a duty on foreign woods to destroy the forests 
of this great country. 

Mr. MORGAN. One magnolia tree, if sawed, would decorate this 
entire Chamber. The salvation of forests is not concerned in this ques- 
tion, but it is concerned where a very large consumption of logs and 
posts and matters of that kind is necessary for the farming operations 
and other operations of the people. There is the distinction. I am 
quite willing to put a tariff on any article that ought to bear a duty, 
but I believe that we ought to consult the question whether the duti- 
able article is one of luxury or whether it is one of common use, and 
to give the preference to those articles that are in common use. I can 
see no reason, I confess, why woods of the description I have named 
here, and that are named in this free-list should be exempt from duty. 

When a tariffduty is paid upon them, it is paid bypersons who have 
the wealth to indulge themselves in elegant luxury. It is not paid by 
the poor. Some one has suggested that the railroad companies will 
have to pay it. Yes, the palace cars of railroad companies are deco- 
rated by these woods, and so the great steamers of the country and a 

eat deal of the beautiful furniture is decorated by these imported 
woods, articles that the common working classes of this country never 
lay their eyes upon unless they happen to be admitted by favor into 
some rich man’s palace. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. 

The ACTING SECRETARY. 


The amendment will be read. 
After line 889 it is proposed to insert: 

Woods, namely: cedar, lignum-vite, lance-wood, ebony, box, granadilla, ma- 
hogany, rose-wood, satin-wood, and all other cabinet woods, unmanufactured, 20 
per cent, ad valorem. 

Mr. HAWLEY. This amendment is certainly not in the direction 
of any theory with which I am acquainted. It is in direct violation of 
all free-trade theories and of all wise protective theories. These are 
woods not produced in this country at all. They are very largely used 
in manufactures bere. Toimpose aduty protects no native wood. There 
is not a shadow of protection to be discovered, in my opinion, with the 
microscope in the gentleman’s amendment. If he desires to put these 
things in the list at 20 per cent., it is necessary that there should be a 
further change in this schedule of woods, because we read here: 

Manufactures of cedar-wood, granadilla, ebony, mahogany, rose-wood, and 
_patin-wood, 35 per cent. ad valorem. 

Manu tures of these identical woodsare to be brought into the country 
at 35 per cent. «J valorem, and he puts the American manufacturer at 
a disadvantage, he having to pay 20 per cent. on his raw material. The 
Senator ought, if he desires to do justice to these people, to add 20 per 
cent.; he should make the duty on the manufacturesof this wood 55 per 
cent. instead of 35. e 

Mr. MORGAN. I have no objection to that. 

Mr. HAWLEY. Ishall be through ina moment. That is cne of 
the embarrassments under which a tariff labors, and the Senator desires 
to increase them. Now, there is much com t made of heavy duties 


on woolen goods. They are made absolutely — by the perti- 
nacity with which we have run up the duty on grades of wools, no 


-fore us. 





matter whether they are wools that can be produced here or not. If 
our manufacturers are to pay 20, 30, 40, or as on some wools as much 
as 50 or 60 per cent. duty, and also duties of the same range from 20 to 
60 percent. upon a great variety of other materials that enter into their 
woolen manufactures, of course as a proper compensation therefor they 
must have a duty of 75 or 100 per cent. upon the fine woolen goods. If 
the Senator desires to legislate fairly and does not simply wish to em- 
barrass the tariff, he has got to increase largely the duty on all the 
manufactured woods made of these woods. Asa moderate protectionist 
I protest against this and say that in some things I agree with the free- 
traders, and that it is common sense to admit free, so far as we can 
possibly, materials that are not had or produced in this country. 

Mr. MORGAN. What I have to complain about the Senator’s posi- 
tion only is that he is very immoderate in his moderation. He is mod- 
erate upon those things which relate to the luxuries and elegancies and 
ease of life, while he is immoderately severe on those things that are of 
necessary consumption. One of the doctrines upon which I would re- 
quire a tariff laid—I am not responsible of course for what is in this 
bill—would be first of all to lay a heavy duty upon articles that are 
purely of luxury, so that the taste of those who are richand able to bear 
the expense may contribute something to the support of this Govern- 
ment. Thousands of men who live in splendor in this land pay no 
taxes at all, or very little taxes. They have their bonds and they clip. 
the coupons, and pay no taxes on the bonds atall. It is very well, I 
think, as the Senator suggested, that we should put up the tax to 55. 
per cent. ad valorem on manufactures of cedar wood, rose-wood, satin- 
wood, and matters of this kind. 

No common laborer will be affected by that, and if they can be im- 
ported under a tax of that kind, that is the only question, let us have 
it. I want the highest revenue tariff on things of that kind. I con- 
tend for a revenue tariff on this description of woods that come from 
abroad, and I have that in my mind all the time—to try to derive 
revenue on those matters which will least affect the great substratum 
of this country, the laboring, industrious population. That is always 
uppermost in my mind. Hence I want revenue on these articles in- 
stead of having them on the free-list; I think it is right it should be 
so. More than that, it will have an effect to encourage the use of a 
great many beautiful woods of this country, such as our maples, our 
magnolia, our sugar trees, our hickory, and a great many other things. 
that are very beautiful for ornamentation. 

As the Senator from Kentucky [Mr. WILLIAMs] suggests, hickory 
would supply the place of lance-wood altogether. I am not particu- 
larly informed on that subject, but I venture to say that he is correct 
about it; he is not usually incorrect about anything that he says. 

Now, sir, I claim that this is a proper method and a proper subject 
of taxation. There can be no real objection found to it; and if the 
Senator from Connecticut wants to raise the duty upon the manufact- 
ured article so as to protect alike the importer and the manufacturer 
in the United States, let him doso. He will not hurt anybody that 
can not bear it; he will not hurt the industrial classes of this country 
if he does not hurt the Treasury by keeping revenue out of it. That 
is the only consideration we have to guard; that is the only danger be- 
I do not know whether it would have that effect or not. If 
he thinks the revenue would not be diminished by reason of a duty of 
55 per cent. on that classification, I will vote with him for that. 

Mr. HAWLEY. It certainly would not be diminished: 

Mr. MAXEY. The woods mentioned in lines 2206, 2207, and 2208, 
now on the free-list, are not altogether foreign woods; some are raised 
in the United States and some are not; but these woods are unmanu- 
factured. Theoriginal price of these woods, mahogany, ebony, lignum- 
vite, &c., unmanufactured, is comparatively small; the value attached 
to these woods is by the labor which is placed upon them after they 
reach here. It is the mechanical labor placed by cabinet workmen 
upon these woods which gives to them their value, not the original cost 
price of the mere naked, unmanufactured wood. So that, in my judg- 
ment, going upon the same principle precisely that I did in voting for 
free wood before, I shall vote for free wood this time. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The question is on the amendment of 
the Senator from Alabama [Mr. MorGAN]. 

Mr. MORGAN. [I ask for the yeas and nays. 

The yeas and nays were ordered, and the Principal Legislative Clerk 
proceeded to call the roll. 

Mr. BECK (when his name was called). 1 am paired with the Sena- 
tor from Maine [Mr. HALE] upon all questions pertaining to this sched- 
ule without inquiring how he would vote, and therefore I decline to 
vote. 

Mr. BROWN (when his name was called). I am paired with the 
Senator from Nebraska [Mr. SAUNDERS] upon all questions under this 
schedule. Z 

Mr. HARRIS (when his name was called). Iam paired with the 
Senator from Illinois [Mr. Davis]. If he were present, I should vote 
‘ ea’? 

Mr JONES, of Florida (when his name was called). 
with the Senator from Massachusetts [Mr. Hoar]. 

Mr. McDILL (when his name was called). I am paired with the 
Senator from Oregon [Mr. GRovER]. 


Iam paired 
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Mr. McMILLAN (when Mr. WiInDoMm’s name was called). My col- 
league [Mr. WINDOM] is paired with the Senator from West Virginia 
(Mr. Davis]. 

The roll-call was concluded. 

Mr. HAMPTON (after having voted in the negative). 1 was paired 
with the Senator from New Jersey [Mr. SEWELL]. I thought he was 
present when I voted to-day, and I beg leave now to withdraw both my 
votes to-day. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. You can only withdraw the one which is pending. 

Mr. HAMPTON. I was not aware that he was not present. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. TheSenatorcan withdraw his vote on 
the a amendment. 

Mr. PTON. Iam told the Senator trom New Jersey would have 
voted the same way as I have done on this question; but I was not aware 
until this moment that he was not in the Senate Chamber. 

The result was announced—yeas 10, nays 34; as follows: 


YEAS—10. 
Camden, Gorman, Lamar, Williams. 
Cameron of Pa., Ingalls, Mo: . 
George, Jackson, Pugh, 

NAYS—H. 
Aldrich, Chilcott, Jonas, Platt, 
Allison, Coke, Lapham, Plumb, 
Anthony, Conger, Logan, Rollins, 
Barrow, Dawes, MeMillan, Sherman, 
Bayard, Edmunds, Maxey, Slater, 
Blair, Frye, Miller of Cal., Vest, 
Butler, Garland, Miller of N. Y., Walker. 
all, Hawley, Morrill, 
Cameron of Wis., Hill, Pendleton, 
ABSENT—22, 

Beck, Groome, Jones of Florida, Saulsbury, 
Brown Grover, Jones of Nevada, Saunders, 
Cockrell, Hale, Kellogg, Sawyer, 
Davis of IIl., a McDill, Sewell, 
Davis of W. Va., McPherson, Vance, 
Fair, Harrison, Mahone, Van Wyck, 
Farley, Hoar, Mitchell, Voorhees, 
Ferry, Johnston, Ransom, Windom. 


So the amendment was rejected. 

Mr. CONGER. It has been intimated here that one vote was given 
under a misapprehension on the question preceding this, and if there is 
any mistake in the record the proper time to call attention to this is 
now. If I remember the vote aright, the correction that would be made 
by changing the name of the Senator from South Carolina would change 
the result. 

Mr. COCKRELL. No, it does not change the result. 

Mr. CONGER. What was the vote, Mr. President? . 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The yeas were 25 and the nays were 
23. The question is on Schedule D as amended. 

The schedule as amended was agreed to. 

Mr. MORRILL. I now move that the Senate adjourn. 

Mr. ALLISON. I desire to ask the Senator from Vermont before ad- 
journment whether it is his purpose to call up the metal schedule to- 
morrow, or whether we are to go on with the schedule immediately 
following wood ? 

Mr. MORRILL. I should be gladif we should omit the metal sched- 
ule one day more; but if there is objection to that of course we must 
take that up next. 

Mr. N. I want it understood to-night that it is to be taken 
up to-morrow, or that we shall go on with the other schedules. 

Mr. MORRILL. I think we shall take up the metal schedule to- 
morrow. 

Mr. COCKRELL. We can not hear a word on this side. 

Mr. MORRILL. I said that if there was no consent given we should 
return and take the bill up in its regular order. We shall reach the 
metal schedule to-morrow. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Senator from Vermont moves that 
the Senate adjourn. 


The motion was agreed to; and (at 5 o’clock and 54 minutes p. m.) 
the Senate adjourned. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
MONDAY, January 22, 1883. 
The House met at 11 0’clock a.m. Prayer by the Chaplain, Rev. F. 
D. POWER. 
The Journal of Saturday last was read and approved. 
ORDER OF BUSINESS. 
Mr. HISCOCK. I call for the regular order. 


Mr. DAVIS, of Illinois. I desire to introduce a bill for reference. 
Mr. HISCOCK. I insist upon the regular order. 


The SPEAKER. The regular order is demanded, and is the call of 


States and Territories for the introduction of bills and joint resolutions, 

also resolutions calling for executive information, for reference to their 

quarts committees. Under this call resolutions and memorials of 
and Territorial Legislatures are in order for reference. 
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Mr. MOREY: I do not think the gentleman will insist upon his call 
for the regular order. 


Mr. ROBESON. I move to dispense with the call of States. 


The SPEAKER. The Chair thinks that motion is not one which has 
been entertained heretofore. 


MANLEY Bb. EDMONSON. 
Mr. CRAVENS introduced a bill (H. R. 7338) for the relief ot Manley 
B. Edmonson; which was read a first and second time, referred to the 
Committee on Military Affairs, and ordered to be printed. 


RICHARD GRISHAM. 
Mr. CRAV ENS also introduced a bill (H. R. 7339) for relief af Richard 
Grisham ; which was read a first and second time, referred to the Com- 
mittee on Military Affairs, and ordered to be printed. 


WEIL & MOORE. 

Mr. HERBERT introduced a bill (FH. R. 7340) tor the relief of Weil 
& Moore; which was read a first and second time, referred to the Com 
mittee on Claims, and erdered to be printed. 

COPYRIGHT OF JOURNALISTIC ARTICLES. 

Mr. ROSECRANS introduced a bill (H. R. 7341) giving copy-rights 
under certain conditions to journalistic articles; which was read a tirst 
and second time, referred to the Committee on Patents, and ordered to 
be printed. 

HENRY R. BENJAMIN. 

Mr. DAVIDSON introduced a bill (H. R. 7342) for the reliefot Henry 
R. Benjamin; which was read a first and second time, referred to the 
Committee on Invalid Pensions, and ordered to be printed. 

PERRY G. WALL. 

Mr. DAVIDSON also introduced a bill (I. R. 7343) for the reliet of 
Perry G. Wall and the executors of O. B. Hart, deceased; which was read 
a first and second time, referred to the Committee on the Judiciary, and 
ordered to be printed. 


A. H. GERMER. 

Mr. DAVIS, of Illinois, introduced a bill (If. R. 7344) granting a pen 
-sion to A. H. Germer; which was read a first and second time, referred 
to the Committee on Invalid Pensions, and ordered to be printed. 

DANIEL CONNOR. 

Mr. MOULTON (by request) introduced a bill (H. R. 7345) for the 
relief of Daniel Connor; which was read a first and second time. re- 
ferred to the Committee on Claims, and ordered to be printed 


RAILROAD LAND GRANTS. 


Mr. HOLMAN submitted the following resolution: which was 
ferred to the Committee on Public Lands: 


Whereas at its December term in the year 1875, in a decision rendered in the 
case of the Leavenworth, Lawrence and Galveston Railroad Company vs. The 
United States, the Supreme Court of the United States construed the indemnity 
clause found in the grant made by Congress in aid of said road and held that 
under such a grant indemnity lands are allowed in lieu only of lands originally 
included in the grant, but which are afterward sold or disposed of by the United 
States between the date of the grant and the date when the granted linds be 
identified by the definite location of the line of the road; and 

Whereas on the 5th day of June, 1880, Attorney-General Devens, to whom the 
question had been referred by Hon. Carl Schurz, then Secretary of the Interior, 
rendered an opinion in which, referring to the language of Supreme Court in 
the above-named case, in regard to the indemnity authorized by the grant un 
der consideration, he stated that in the cireuit court for the district of Wiscon 
sin, in 1879, Justice Harlan had expressed different views from those announced 
by the Supreme Court of the United States, and held that under a grant similar 
to that involved in the case of the Leavenworth, Lawrence and Galveston Rail 
road Company ts. The United States indemnity lands are allowed in lieu of lands 
disposed of by the United States either before or after the date of the grant, and 
therefore advised the Secretary of the Interior to return to the practice which 
had prevailed in his Department prior to the above-mentioned decision of the 
Supreme Court, and award indemnity lands to railroad companies in lieu of lands 
otherwise disposed of by the United States either before or after the dates of their 
respective grants; and 

Whereas Secretary Schurz on the 16th of October, 1880, accepted the opinion of 
Attorney-General Devens and directed the Commissioner of the General Land 
Office to be governed thereby in the certification of indemnity lands to railroad 
companies instead of being governed by the ruling of the Supreme Court of the 
United States: Therefore, 

Resolved, That the Secretary of the Interior be requested to inform this House 
how much land has been certified or patented for the benefit of railroad com 
panies since the date of the above-named decision of the Supreme Court of the 
United States as indemnity for lands sold or otherwise disposed of by the United 
States prior to the dates of the respective grants; and in aid of what roads such 

patents or certified lists have been issued, or are intended to be issued; and that 
1e further inform this House whether the order of his predecessor directing the 
Commissioner of the General Land Office to be governed by the opinion of the 
Attorney-General and thealleged decision of the United Stutes cireuit court for 
the district of Wisconsin rather than by the decision of the Supreme Court of the 
United States is still in force in his Department. 


cone 


DONATION OF CONDEMNED CANNON 
Mr. HOLMA® also introduced a bill (IL. R. 7346) donating con- 
demned cannon and cannon-balls to Alois O. Bachman Post, No. 26, of 
the Grand Army of the Republic, district of Indiana; which was read 
a first and second time, referred to the Cominittee on Military Affaiss, 
and ordered to be printed. 


W. Oo; MADISON, 





Mr. KASSON introduced a bill (H. R. 7347) to authorize an increase 


| of the pension of W. 0. Madison; which was read a first and second 











1450 


CONGRESSIONAL RECORD—HOUSE. 


JANUARY 22, 





time, referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions, and ordered to be 
printed. 


JOHN J. TRAHN. 

Mr. CARPENTER introduced a bill (H. R. 7348) for the relief of 
John J. Trahn; which was read a first and second time, referred to the 
Committee on Invalid Pensions, and ordered to be printed. 

JAMES H. DUNCAN, 

Mr. PHISTER (by request) introduced a bill (H. R. 7349) for the re- 
lief of James H. Duncan; which was read a first and second time, re- 
ferred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions, and ordered to be printed. 

JAMES KENNEY. 

Mr. WEBBER introduced a bill (H. R. 7350) for the relief of James 
Kenney; which was read a first and second time, referred to the Com- 
mittee on Invalid Pensions, and ordered to be printed. 

PETER LENNON. 

Mr. SPAULDING introduced a bill (H. R. 7351) to increase the pen- 
sion of Peter Lennon; which was read a first and second time, referred 
to the Committee on Invalid Pensions, and ordered to be printed. 

MORRILL BRYANT. 

Mr. WASHBURN introduced a bill (FH. R. 7352) for the relief of 
Morrill Bryant; which was read a first and second time, referred to the 
Committee on Invalid Pensions, and ordered to be printed. 

PROTECTION OF LIFE IN HOTELS. 

Mr. BLAND introduced a bill (H. R. 7353) to provide for the better 
protection of life against fire in hotels and lodging-houses in the Dis- 
trict of Columbia; which was read a first and second time, referred to 
the Committee on the District of Columbia, and ordered to be printed. 

WILLIAM MARTIN. 

Mr. HASELTINE introduced a bill (H. R. 7354) for the relief of 
William Martin; which was read a first and second time, referred to 
the Committee on Military Affairs, and ordered to be printed. 

WILLIAM MALLORY. 

Mr. BREWER submitted the following resolution; which was re 
ferred to the Committee on Accounts: 

Resolved, That the Clerk of the House of Representatives be directed to pay 


William Mallory for services as a laborer in the document-room during recess 
of Congress, and that he be paid out of the contingent fund of the House. 


REDUCTION OF TAXATION. 

Mr. HARDY introduced a bill (H. R. 7355) to impose duties upon for- 
cign imports, to reduce taxation, and for other purposes; which was read 
a first and second time, referred to the Committee on Ways and Means, 
and ordered to be printed. 

ELIZABETH AURAND. 

Mr. PRESCOTT introduced a bill (H. R. 7356) for the relief of Eliza- 
beth Aurand; which was read a first and second time, referred to the 
Committee on Invalid Pensions, and ordered to be printed. 

EQUALIZATION OF BOUNTIES. 

Mr. RICHARDSON, of New York, introduced a bill (H. R. 7357) to 
equalize bounties; which was read a first and second time, referred to 
the Select Committee on the Payment of Pensions, Bounty, and Back 
Pay, and ordered to be printed. 

WIDOWS AND DEPENDENT MOTHERS. 

Mr. RICHARDSON, of New York, also introduced a bill (H. R. 7358) 
to increase the pensions of widows and dependent mothers; which was 
read a first and second time, referred to the Select Committee on the 
Payment of Pensions, Bounty, and Back Pay, and ordered to be printed. 

KATE L. CUSHING. 

Mr. COX, of New York, introduced a bill (H. R. 7359) for the relief 
of Mrs. Kate L. Cushing; which was read a first and second time, referred 
to the Committee on Invalid Pensions, and ordered to be printed. 

AMENDMENT OF RULES. 

Mr. COX, of New York, also submitted the following resolution; 

which was referred to the Committee on Rules, and ordered to be printed: 
Resolved, That the seventh clause of Rule XI be amended by adding at the end 

oft Provided, ‘hat in reporting bills making sriations for rivers and har- 
ne ided, ‘ n sma appro ns for rivers 

bors said Committee on Oomnmserce shall mak: Yaid _ 


e said report in two separate bi 
the first to include all appropriations for improvements upon the sea, lake, an 


Gulf coasts and of rivers navigable through two or more States or parts of States, 
and the second to include rivers of local or State commerce only.”’ 


HOSEA A, SHADLE. 

Mr. RITCHIE introduced a bill (H. R. 7360) granting a pension to 
Hosea A. Shadle; which was read a first and second time, referred to 
the Committee on Invalid Pensions, and ordered to be printed. 

FORD POST, GRAND ARMY OF THE REPUBLIC. 

Mr. RITCHIE also introduced a bill (H. R. 7361) granting con- 
demned cannon and cannon-balls to Ford Post, No. 14, Grand Army of 
the Republic, at East Toledo, Ohio, for monumental purposes; which 


was read a first and second time, referred to the Committee on Military 
Affairs, and ordered to be printed. 





MARY COLE. 

Mr. MOREY introduced a bill (H. R. 7362) granting a pension to 
Mary Cole; which was read a first and second time, referred to the 
Committee on Invalid Pensions, and ordered to be printed. 

WILLIAM Hl. HULS. 
Mr. NEAL (by request) introduced a bill (H. R. 7363) for the relief 


of William H. Huls; which was read a first and second time, referred 
to the Committee on Invalid Pensions, and ordered to be printed. 


ELENOR STOUGH. 

Mr. GEDDES introduced a bill (H. R. 7364) to restore to the pen- 
sion-roll the name of Elenor Stough; which was read a first and sec- 
ond time, referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions, and ordered 
to be printed. 

JULIET MILLER. 

Mr. SHALLENBERGER introduced a bill (H. R. 7365) granting a 
pension to Juliet Miller; which was read a first and second time, re- 
ferred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions, and ordered to be printed. 

JUDAY ADAMS. 

Mr. SHALLENBERGER also introduced a bill (H. R. 7366) grant- 
ing a pension to Juday Adams; which was read a first and second time, 
referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions, and ordered to be 
printed. 

DU BOIS SYSTEM OF NAVIGATION. 


I submit the following resolution for reference: - 
Resolved, &c., That the Chief Engineer of the United States Army be, and he 
hereby is, requested to examine or cause to be examined the Du Boissystem for 


improvement of the navigation of the Alleghany River in Pennsylvania, to- 
gether with such dations as may relate thereto. 


The SPEAKER. The Chair thinks that is not in order under this 
call. 


Mr. BAYNE. Then I ask unanimous consent to introduce it under 
this call for reference. 

The SPEAKER. It is not usual to ask for unanimous consent on 
this call. 


Mr. BAYNE. 





AMENDMENT OF PATENT LAWS. 

Mr. BAYNE (by request) introduced a bill (H. R. 7367) to amend 
section 4887 of the Revised Statutes, relating to patents; which was read 
a first and second time, referred to the Committee on Patents, and or- 
dered to be printed. 

W. H. H. COLEMAN. 

Mr. MOSGROVE introdaced a bill (H. R. 7368) granting a pension 
to W. H. H. Coleman; which was read a first and second time, referred 
to the Committee on Invalid Pensions, and ordered to be printed. 

ABRAHAM MYERS. 

Mr. WISE, of Pennsylvania, introduced a bill (H. R. 7369) granting 
a pension to Abraham Myers; which was read a first and second time, re- 
ferred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions, and ordered to be printed. 

BONDS OF PAYMASTERS, UNITED STATES ARMY. 

Mr. WALKER (by request) introduced a bill (H. R. 7370) relating 
to the bonds of the Pay Department of the Army, and for the settlement 
of their accounts; which was read a first and second time, referred to 
the Committee on Military Affairs, and ordered to be printed. 

SAMUEL YOUNG, 

Mr. WISE, of Pennsylvania (by request), introduced a bill (H. R. 
7371) for the relief of Samuel Young; which was read a first and second 
time, referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions, and ordered to be 
printed. 

STEAM MACHINERY AND ELEVATORS, EXECUTIVE DEPARTMENTS. 

Mr. GARRISON (by request) introduced a bill (H. R. 7372) to pro- 
vide against accidents from steam machinery and elevators in the Ex- 


ecutive Departments; which was read a first and second time. 
Mr. GARRISON. I ask the reference of this to the Committee on 
Appropriations. 


The SPEAKER. The Chair thinks the bill should go to the Com- 
mittee on Public Buildings and Grounds. 

Mr. GARRISON. _I introduced it simply by request. The parties 
desire it to go to the Committee on Appropriations. 

The SPEAKER. Itshould properly go to the Committee on Pub- 
lic Buildings and Grounds, they having jurisdiction of the matter. If 
the reference is erroneous correction may hereafter be made. 

The bill was referred -to the Committee on Public Buildings and 
Grounds, and ordered to be printed. 


GEORGE W. LOOMIS. 


Mr. PEIRCE introduced a bill (H. R. 7373) for the relief of George 
W. Loomis; which was read a first and second time, referred to the 


Committee on Invalid Pensions, and ordered to be printed. 
ROBERT MONAHAN. 
Mr. HAZELTON introduced a bill (H. R. 7374) granting a pension 
to Robert Monahan; which was read a first aid second time, referred 
to the Committee on Invalid Pensions, and oidered to be printed. 
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JAMES SHBEHAN. 

Mr. DUESTER introduced a bill (H. R: 7375) for the relief of James 
Sheehan; which was read a first and second time, referred to the Com- 
mittee on Invalid Pensions, and ordered to be printed. 

ANNUAL ASSEMBLING OF CONGRESS. 

Mr. BLANCHARD introduced a bill (H. R. 7376) establishing the 
time when the term of Congress shall be held to begin and end, and 
when Congress shall meet; which was read a first and second time, re- 
ferred to the Committee on the Judiciary, and ordered to be printed. 


CHILDREN AND HEIRS OF THE LATE CHRISTOPHER CARSON. 
Mr. LUNA introduced a bill (H. R. 7377) for the relief of the chil- 
dren and heirs of the late Christopher Carson; which was read a first 
and second time, referred to the Committee on Pensions, and ordered 
to be printed. 
LIEUTENANT F. M. H. KENDRICK. 
Mr. POST introduced a bill (H. R. 7378) for the relief of Lieutenant 
F. M. H. Kendrick; which was read a first and second time, referred to 
the Committee on Claims, and ordered to be printed. 


BIGAMY, POLYGAMY, ETC. 

Mr. WILLITS introduced a bill (H. R. 7379) to provide for the fur- 
ther suppression of the crimes of bigamy, polygamy, and unlawful co- 
habitation in the Territories of the United States, and to provide for the 
better government of the Territory of Utah, and for other purposes; 
which was read a first and second time, referred to the Committee on the 
Judiciary, and ordered to be printed. 

ALLOTMENT OF LANDS IN SEVERALTY. 

Mr. HASKELL (by request) introduced a bill (H. R. 7380) to provide 
for the allotment of lands in severalty to the Ottawas of the Indian 
Territory, and for other purposes; which was read a first and second 
time, referred to the Committee on Indian Affairs, and ordered to be 
printed. 

: TEST AND OTHER OATHS. 

Mr. COVINGTON introduced a bill (H. R. 7381) to amend sections 
1756 and 1758 and to repeal section 1757 of the Revised Statutes of the 
United States; which was read a first and second time, referred to the 
Committee on the Judiciary, and ordered to be printed. 

APPOINTMENT OF LETTER-CARRIERS. 

Mr. BUCK introduced a bill (IT. R. 7382) in relation to the appoint- 
ment of letter-carriers; which was read a first and second time, referred 
to the Committee on the Post-Office and Post-Roads, and ordered to be 
printed. 

JOSIAH HOOVER. 

Mr. VALENTINE introduced a bill (H. RK. 7383) for the relief of 
Josiah Hoover; which was read a first and second time, referred to the 
Committee on Invalid Pensions, and ordered to be printed. 

HENRY FOWLER. 

Mr. CALDWELL introduced a bill (H. R. 7384) for the relief of 
Henry Fowler; which was read a first and second time, referred to the 
Committee on Military Affairs, and ordered to be printed. 

ORDER OF BUSINESS. 


The SPEAK ER. The call of committees for the introduction of bills 
and joint resolutions and resolutions of inquiry for reference is now 
concluded. 


NAVIGATION OF ALLEGHENY RIVER, PENNSYLVANIA. 


Mr. BAYNE, by unanimous consent, submitted the following reso- 
lution; which was read, and referred to the Committee on Commerce: 

Resolved, That the Secretary of War be, and hereby is, requested to cause to be 
examined the Du Bois system for improving the Allegheny River, Pennsylva- 


and to report the result thereof to the House, together with such recom- 
mendation as may properly relate thereto. 


TENTH CENSUS. 

Mr. CASWELL. I rise tomakea privileged report. 1 am instructed 
by the Committee on Appropriations to report for immediate consider- 
ation the joint resolution which I send to the desk. 

The Clerk read as follows: 

Resolved, &c., That the sum of $200,000, or so much thereof as may be necessary, 
be, and the same is hereby, appropriated out of any money in the Treasury not 
otherwise appropriated, to continue the work in the Census Bureau, $100,000 to 
be immediately available, and $100,000 to be available on and after July 1, 1883. 

The SPEAKER. What action is asked on this resolution ? 

Mr. HISCOCK. Its immediate consideration. 

Mr. HOLMAN. [trust the gentleman from Wisconsin [Mr. CAs- 
WELL] will make some explanation of this measure. 


Mr. CASWELL. The fund for the present year is entirely exhausted, | 


and the Secretary of the Interior has been obliged to furlough over one 
hundred clerks, and will be obliged to furlough nearly all of the others 
at the close of this month unless this appropriation is made. If this 
Sein is made we are promised fourteen out of the fifteen quarto 
volumes by the Ist day of June. Ifthe force is to be furloughed and 
scattered, the bureau will necessarily become very much demoralized 


| 


| 


| 


D 2 
Mr. ATKINS. I ask the gentleman who offers this resolution if he 
| thinks this will be the end of the business ? 

Mr. CASWELL. Judging by the past, it will be very unsafe to make 
a prediction as to that. 

Mr. ATKINS. I think so. It is about the third or fourth time we 
have appropriated to complete the Tenth Census. I hope this will be 
the last. 
| Mr. CASWELL. I willsay the estimate of the Census Bureau was 
that $175,000 would be required; but to make it entirely safe we put 
in $200,000. 

The joint resolution (H. Res. 323) making appropriations for continu- 
ing the work of the Tenth Census was read a first and second time, 
and was ordered to be engrossed and read a third time; and being en 
grossed, it was accordingly read the third time, and passed. 

Mr. CASWELL moved to reconsider the vote by which the joint 
resolution was passed; and.also moved that the metion to reconsider be 
laid on the table. 

The latter motion was agreed to 


and the work will be greatly retarded. The appropriation seems to be 


ORDER OF BUSINESS 

Mr. NEAL. I demand the regular order 

Mr. ROBESON. I move to dispense with the morning hou: 

Mr. NEAL. There is no morning hour to-day. 

Mr. ROBESON. ThenI move that the House now resolve itself into 
Committee of the Whole House on the state of the Union for the pur- 
pose of resuming the consideration of the naval appropriation bill. 

The SPEAKER. ‘The regular order would be the call of committees 
for reports. 

Mr. JOYCE. If we can not be allowed to put in a report occasion 
ally, I am in favor of having the regular order and having the commit 
tees called. 

Mr. NEAL. I rise to make a parliamentary inquiry 
| The SPEAKER. The gentleman will state it. 

Mr. NEAL. I want to know if the resolution setting apart to-day 
for the consideration of business to be reported from the Committee on 
the District of Columbia does not of itself dispense with the morning 
hour until after the disposition of that business. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair will look at the resolution. 

Mr. NEAL. Business reported from the Committee on the District 
is in order after the call of States for bills and joint resolutions. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair finds that the gentleman from Ohio is 
right in his recollection about that. 

Mr. NEAL. Now I will yield to the gentleman from Vermont [Mr 
JOYCE] to make a report. 





HEIRS OF COLORED SOLDIERS 


Mr. JOYCE, by unanimous consent, from the Select Committee on 
the Payment of Pensions, Bounty, and Back Pay, reported, as a substi- 
tute for H. R. 7002, a bill (H. R. 7385) providing for the payment of 
bounties and pensions to the heirs of colored troops serving in the 
late war; which was read a first and second time, referred to the Com- 
mittee of the Whole House on the state of the Union, and ordered to be 
printed. 





MUSKOGEE INDIANS. 


Mr. SPAULDING, by unanimous consent, from the Committee on 
Indian Affairs, reported back a memorial of the Muskogee Indians, ask- 
ing an appropriation for certain lands under treaty of June 14, 1866, 
and moved that the committee be discharged from the further consider- 
ation of the same, and that it be referred to the Committee on Appro 
priations. 

The motion was agreed to. 


ORDER OF BUSINESS. 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman from Ohio [Mr. NEAL] is recog 
nized. 

Mr. ROBESON. I desire to make a parliamentary inquiry. 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman will state it. 

Mr. ROBESON. I desire to know what is the regular order. 

The SPEAKER. This being the fourth Monday of the month, in 
pursuance of an order made by unanimous consent of the House the reg- 
ular order after the call of States and Territories for bills and joint res- 
olutions is the consideration of such business as may be presented by 
the Committee on the District of Columbia. This order takes effect im- 
mediately after the call of States, and without first dispensing with the 
morning hour for the call of committees 

Mr. ROBESON. I desire to ask if that takes precedence of appro- 
| priation bills now under consideration ? 
| TheSPEAKER. The Chair thinks it does. 
| Mr. NEAL. I will state tothe gentleman from New Jersey [ Mr. 
| Ropeson] and to the House that there are two or three measures on 
| the Speaker’s table which have come over from the Senate which we 
| desire to have considered. 
| The SPEAKER. What business docs the gentleman from Ohio [ Mr. 
| NEAL] propose to call up under the special order? 
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DISTRICT POLICE FORCE. 


Mr. NEAL. I now call up from the Speaker’s table House bill No. 
3575, to increase the police force of the District of Columbia, and for 
other purposes, which has been returned from the Senate with amend- 
ments, and to move to concur in the Senate amendments. 

The SPEAKER. The amendments will be read. 

The amendments were read, as follows: 

In line 8, section 1, strike out “300” and insert ‘ 250;" so that it will read: 

“That section 340 of the Revised Statutes of the United States, relating to the 
District of Columbia, be, and the same hereby is, amended so as to read as fol- 
lows: 

“The police foree shall consist of the following officers, namely: One major, 
one captain, ten lieutenants, twenty sergeants, such number of privates, not ex- 
ceeding two hundred and fifty, for the regular service.” 

In line 9, strike out “board” and insert “commissioners ;"’ so as to read : 

‘For the regular service as the commissioners may deem necessary.” 

In line 9, strike out “and eight detectives.” 

Strike out the following: 

“Spo. 2. That the commissioners of the District of Columbia are hereby au- 
thorized to appoint one additional clerk for service at police headquarters.” 

Amend the bill by adding the following: 

“Spe. 2, That the detective force established by the aforesaid section of the 
Revised Statutes of the United States, relating to the District of Columbia, be, 
and the same is hereby, abolished. 

“Spec. 3. That the commissioners of the District of Columbia are hereby au- 
thorized to detail, from time to time, from the privates of the police, such num- 
ber of privates, not exceeding six, as may in their judgment be necessary, for 
special service in the detection and prevention of crime; and such privates so 
specially detailed shall be entitled to receive and shall be paid the compensa- 
tion now allowed by law to the detective force abolished by this act, during 
such time as they shall continue so detailed by the order of the commissioners. 

“Seo, 4. That the commissioners may, and they are hereby authorized to, ap- 
point not more than six privates to be members of the police force, from among 
citizens of the United States who have or have not served in the Army and Navy 
of the United States, but who shall possess all the other qualifications prescribed 
by section 354 of the Revised Statutes of the United States, relating to the Dis- 
trict of Columbia.” 


Mr. BUTTERWORTH. 
bill. 

Mr. NEAL. I desire to state that the Senate amendments reduce the 
number of privates from three hundred, as proposed by the bill that 
passed the House, to two hundred and fifty. They further abolish the 
detective force, and in view of the revelations made within the last few 
days in regard to the detective force of the District of Columbia it must 
strike every member of this House that the Senate amendment in that 
respect is an eminently wise provision. 

The amendments of the Senate further provide that from the privates 
on the police force the commissioners may detail six men to act as de- 
tectives, and it authorizes them to appoint these six men either from 
honorably discharged soldiers or those who have not been soldiers, ac- 
cording to their judgment of the capacity and qualifications of the men. 
Those are the only changes made by the bill as it passed the House. 
All the other policemen upon the force are required under the law to 
have been honorably discharged soldiers or sailors in the American 
Army or Navy. 

Mr. BUTTERWORTH. That is just what I desired to ask my 
friend; whether there was any change in the law that gives preference 
to honorably discharged soldiers and sailors? 

Mr. NEAL. Only as to the six men who are to be employed as de- 
tectives, and the wisdom of that everybody will recognize. 

The amendments of the Senate were concurred in. 

Mr. NEAL moved to reconsider the vote by which the amendments 
of the Senate were concurred in; and also moved that the motion to re- 
consider be laid on the table. 

The latter motion was agreed to. 


GAMING IN THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA. 


Mr. URNER. | am instructed by the Committee on the District of 
Columbia to call up from the Speaker’s table House bill No. 1294, more 
effectually to suppress gaming in the District of Columbia, returned 
from the Senate with amendments, and to move that the amendments 
of the Senate be concurred in with an amendment. 

The SPEAKER. The amendments of the Senate will be read. 

The amendments were read, as follows: 

Page 1, lines 12 and 13, strike out the words “Jess than two nor.” = - 

rase, 1, lines 14 and 15, after the word “Columbia,” insert the word “ know- 
mngiy. 

Page 1, line 21, strike out the words “ and not less than three months,” and in- 
sert the word “ not.” 

Page 2, line 9, strike out the words “ less than one nor.” 

Page 2, lines 17 and 18, strike out the words “this act shall take effect from 
the date of its and,” 
a. 2, line Tr. strike out the word “ herewith” and insert the words “ with 

Sm 

Mr. URNER. The Committee on the District of Columbia have in- 
structed me to move to amend the amendment of the Senate by striking 
out the word ‘‘nor’’ inline 21. Thepurport of the Senate amendment 
in that line is to strike out the minimum punishment and leave it to 
the discretion of the court. 

The SPEAKER. _ Is it proposed to amend the Senate amendment or 
the body of the bill ? 

Mr. URNER. It is proposed to amend the Senate amendment by 
striking out one word mere than the Senate amendment strikes out. 

Mr. NEAL It is simply a verbal mistake on the part of the Senate 
in not striking out the word ‘‘nor.’? The amendment inserts the word 


I desire to ask a question in regard to this 


‘“*not,’’? but does not strike out the word ‘‘nor,’’ which should have 
been done. 

Mr. ROBINSON, of Massachusetts. As I heard the amendments 
read, one of them inserts the word “‘knowingly’’ somewhere. I would 
like to have that portion of the bill read as it would be amended by 
inserting the word ‘“knowingly,’’ for that may make an important 
change in the bill. 

The section, as proposed to be amended, was read, as follows: 

Sec, 2. That every person who shall, in the District of Columbia, knowingly 
permit any gaming table, bank, or device to be set upor used, for the purpose of 
gaming, in any house, building, vessel, shed, , Shelter, lot, or other prem- 
ises to ap = or by him occupied, or of which he hath at the time the 
possession or control, shall, on conviction, be adjudged guilty of a misdemeanor, 
and pvuished by imprisonment for not more than one year, and by fine not ex- 
ceeding $500. 

The amendment to the amendment of the Senate was agreed to, and 
the amendments of the Senate as amended were concurred in. 

Mr. URNER moved to reconsider the votes just taken; and also 
moved that the motion to reconsider be laid on the table. 

The latter motion was agreed to. 

EXTRADITION FROM DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA. 

Mr. HOGE, from the Committee on the District of Columbia reported 
back with a favorable recommendation the bill (H. R. 7299) to confer 
upon the senior associate justice of the supreme court of the District of 
Columbia, in the absence or inability of the chief-justice of said court, 
the powers and duties now conferred upon said chief-justice relative to 
the extradition of fugitives from justice. 

The bill was read, as follows: 

Be it enacted, &c., That the powers conferred upon, and the duties prescribed 
for, the chief-justice of the supreme court of the District of Columbia, in relation 
to fugitives from justice, by section 843 of an act entitled “‘ An act to revise and 
consolidate the statutes of the United States, general and permanent in their 
nature, relative to the District of Columbia, in force on the Ist day of December, 
in the year of our Lord 1873,” approved June 22, 1874, shall, in case of his ab- 
sence or disability, devolve upon, and be discharged by, the senior associate jus- 
tice of said court Who may be present in said District and able to act. 

Sec. 2. That this act shall take effect from and after its passage. 

The bill was ordered to be engrossed for a third reading; and was ac- 
cordingly read the third time, and passed. 

Mr. HOGE moved to reconsider the vote by which the bill was passed ; 
and also moved that the motion to reconsider be laid on the table. 

The latter motion was agreed to. 

PASSENGERS ON STREET RAILWAYS. 

Mr. KLOTZ, from the Committee on the District of Columbia, reported 
back the bill (H. R. 7110) to regulate the carrying of passengers on the 
city railroad cars of the District of Columbia. 

The bill was read, as follows: 

Be it enacted, &c., That from and after the passage of this act it shall be unlaw- 
for any driver of any street-railway car within the District of Columbia, or any 
officer or employé of any street-railway car company within said District, or any 
person or persons owning or interested in any street-railway car company, to 
receive fare or compensation from any person or persons for riding in any street- 
railway car in said District after the seats in said cars are full and occupied, or 
after there is a sufficient number of persons within said car to fill and occupy 
said seats. 

Sec. 2. That any persons offending against the provisions of the foregoing sec- 
tion shall be deemed guilty of a misdemeanor, and, on conviction thereof, shall 
be punished by fine not exceeding the sum of $20. 

Sec. 3. That one-half of the fine imposed upon any person or persons shall be 
paid, in all cases of conviction, to the person who shall make complaint for the 
violation of the provisions of this act. 

Sec, 4. It shall be lawful for the conductor or driver of any street-railway car 
to prevent any person from entering any street-railway car after the same is 
filled and the seats occupied, as provided in section 1 of this act. 

Src. 5. That this act shall take effect and be in force from and after its ; 

Sec. 6. That all acts and parts of acts and all laws contravening or conflicting 
with the provisions of this act are hereby repealed. 

Mr. KASSON. I hope this bill will be laid on the table. 

Mr. ROBINSON, of Massachusetts. Is this a unanimous report from 
the Committee on the District of Columbia? 

Mr. GARRISON. = Itis not. 

Mr. NEAL. The committee reported this bili without reecommenda- 
tion. I ask that the report be printed in the RECORD. 

There was no objection. The report is as follows: 

Mr. K1o7z, from the Committee on the District of Columbia, submitted the 


following pest 3 
That said bill was by the Committee on the District of Columbia ordered to be 


reported without recommendation. 
Mr. ROBESON. I raise the question of consideration on this bill. 
The question being taken, Will the House now consider the bill? it 
was decided in the negative. 
The SPEAKER. The bill will be referred to the House Calendar. 


COMMERCIAL AGENTS IN THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA. 


Mr. KLOTZ, from the Committee on the District of Columbia, re- 
ported back the bill (H. R. 5461) to repeal the license tax on commer- 
cial agents in the District of Columbia. 

The bill] was read, as follows: 


Be it enacted, &c., That the license tax upon ial agents levied by ex- 
isting law in the District of Columbia be, and the same is hereby, repealed; and 
that every person whose business it is to sell, or offer for sale, or solicit orders 
for sale of goods, wares, and merchandise by sample, catalogue, or otherwise, 
whether owner or agent, or whether acting for or for himself, shall be 








held to be a agent within the meaning of this act, and shall be ex- 
empted from such license tax. 
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Mr. NEAL. This bill is reported back without recommendatign. I 
ask that the report be printed in the Recorp. 
There was no objeetion. The report is as follows: 


Mr. Kuo7z, from the Committee on the District of Columbia, submitted the | 


a 
That it was by the Committee on the District of Columbia ordered that said 
bill be reported to the House without recommendation. 


Mr. TOWNSHEND, of Illinois. I hope the gentleman from New 
York [Mr. Cox], who introduced this bill, will give us some explana- 
tion of it. I wish to know, in the first place, whether other persons 
doing business in the District of Columbia are not required to take out 
a license, and if so why is it proper to exempt these parties from a 
license tax? 

Mr. COX, of New York. In reply to my friend from Illinois, I will 
say that this question was pretty thoroughly discussed at the last ses- 
sion, and it was generally agreed in the House that these commercial 
agents ought to be exempted. The licenses granted upon payment of 
this tax have been farmed out by a class of commercial brokers to other 
persons, who came here and did business upon the payment of a small 
sum, 80 that the District received very little revenue. This tax adds 
to the price of articles sold, and there is no reason why merchandise 
should be subjected to a tax of this kind when other commodities are 
not. A similar exemption already exists in nearly all the cities of the, 
country. : 

Mr. BUTTERWORTH. Do lL understand that this tax is now $250? 

Mr. COX, of New York. Two hundred dollars. 

Mr. BUTTERWORTH. This bill removes it altogether ? 

Mr. COX, of New York. Yes, sir. 

The bill was ordered to be engrossed for a third reading; and was 
accordingly read the third time. 

The question being taken on the passage of the bill, there were—ayes 
80, noes 34. 

So the bill was passed. 

Mr. COX, of New York, moved to reconsider the vote by which the 
dill was passed; and also moved that the motion to reconsider be laid 
on the table. 

The latter motion was agreed to. 

ORDER OF BUSINESS. 

Mr.NEAL. My colleague on the committee, the gentleman from 
Indiana [Mr. PERCE], has a conference report which we wish to have 
presented at this time. 

Mr. ROBESON. That can come in at any time; it is privileged. 


CAPITOL, NORTH O STREET AND SOUTH WASHINGTON RAILWAY. 


Mr. PEIRCE. I rise to a question of privilege, and submit the fol- 
lowing conference report: 


The committee of conference on the disagreeing votes of the two Houses on the 
amendments of the Senate to House bill 2871 report as follows: 

That the House recede from its disagreement to the amendments of the Senate 
numbered 1 and 2, and agree to the same. 

That the Senate recede from its amendment numbered 3. 

R. B. F. PEIRCE, 

ROBERT KLOTZ, 

Ss. F BARR, 
Committee on the part of the House. 

E. Tf. ROLLINS, 

J. W. McDILL, 

Z. B. VANCE, 
Commeitice on the part of the Senate. 

Mr. HOLMAN. I have not been able to hear what the title of the 
bill is. 

The SPEAKER. The report just read is the report of the commit- 
tee of conference on the disagreeing votes of the two Houses on the bill 
(H. R. 2871) to provide for the extension of the Capitol, North O Street 
and South Washington Railway. 

Mr. SPEER. How does that conference report leave the amend- 
ments? In order that we may know, I ask that the amendments be 
read 


The SPEAKER. The question is on the adoption of the conference | 


report. 
Mr. SPEER. I want the amendments read, so we may know what 
we are voting on. 


aa SPEAKER. If there be no objection, the amendments will be 


Mr. RANDALL. Where is the statement which should accompany | 


this conference report ? 

The SPEAKER. The Chair understands there is no statement. 

; - RANDALL. I ohject until we have a statement accompany- 
ing it. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair would like to have theattention of the 
gentleman from New York. Is there a statement, in accordance with 
the rule, to accompany this conference report ? 

Mr. PEIRCE. Thereisno statement, but the conference report shows 
exactly the action of the committee on the amendments of the Senate. 

Mr. SPEER. [I object. 

_. The SPEAKER. There is objection, and the conference report will 
be withdrawn for the present. 
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Mr. PEIRCE. There is a statement of the action of the committee 
of conference. 


The SPEAKER. Where is it? 

Mr. PEIRCE. It is in the conference report. 

The SPEAKER. But there is no statement accompanying the re- 
port, as provided by the rules of the House. The report will be with- 
drawn until a statement can be prepared. 


REBECCA DOUGHERTY. 

Mr. DEZENDORYF, from the Committee on the District of Columbia, 
reported a bill (H. R. 7386) for the relief of Rebecca Dougherty; which 
was read a first and second time, referred tothe Committee of the Whole 
House on the Private Calendar, and, with the accompanying report, or- 
dered to be printed. 

PROPOSED EVENING SESSION. 

Mr. KELLEY. Mr. Speaker, I move, by unanimous consent, the 
House take a recess this afternoon, in order that we may have an even- 
ing session to be devoted to the naval appropriation bill. [Cries of 
‘*No!’’] Merely for the purpose of considering the naval appropriation 
bill. I move, then, that at half past 4 o’clock the House take a recess 
until 7 o’clock this evening, for the purpose of continuing the consid 
eration of the naval appropriation bill. 

Mr. BLOUNT. There must be a quorum present for the considera 
tion of the naval appropriation bill. Does this require unanimous con 
sent? 

The SPEAKER. At this time it does 

Mr. BLOUNT. I object. 

CONSULAR FEES. 

The SPEAKER, by unanimous consent, laid before the House a letter 
of the Secretary of State, transmitting a statement of fees collected by 
diplomatic and consular officers of the United States during the last 
fiscal year, together with a tariffof fees and a list of consular officers in 
office January 13, 1883; which was referred to the Committee on Foreign 
Affairs, and ordered to be printed. 

LEAVE OF ABSENCE. 

Mr. KING, by unanimous consent, was granted leave of absence for 
to-day on account of sickness. 

NAVAL APPROPRIATION BILL. 





| Mr. ROBESON. I move to dispense with the morning hour for the 

| call of committees for reports. 

| The motion was agreed to (two-thirds voting in favor thereof ). 

| Mr. ROBESON. I move that the House resolve itself into Commit 

| tee of the Whole House on the state of the Union for the purpose of 

| proceeding with the consideration of the naval appropriation bill 

| The motion was agreed to. 

| The House accordingly resolved itself into Committee of the Whole 

| House on the state of the Union, Mr. PAGE in the chair, and resumed 

| the consideration of the bill (H. R. 7314) making appropriations tor the 

| naval service for the fiscal year ending June 30, 1884, and for other 

| purposes. 

| The CHAIRMAN. The House is now in Committee of the Whole 
for the purpose of further considering the naval appropriation bill. The 

| gentleman from Georgia [Mr. BLouNT] is entitled to the floor. By or- 
der of the House general debate on the pending bill has been limited 
to one hour. 

Mr. BLOUNT. Mr. Chairman, the gentleman from New Jersey in 
presenting this bill to the House undertook during the course of his 
remarks to contrast it with bills of asimilar character of previous years 
as an appropriation bill. I shall undertake before I conclude my re 
marks to show on the contrary that it is one of general legislation, not 
only as to the personnel of the Navy, but as to the increase in the num 
ber of vessels and other material facts connected with it. 1 shall at- 
tempt to show that the amounts indicated do not by any means disclose 
the expenditures which are authorized by the bill, and which necessa- 
rily follow from its adoption. 

We hear annually, as this naval bill comes before us tor considera 
tion, a criticism as to the weakness or disabled condition of the Ameri 
can Navy. ‘The present has been no exception to the gencral course. 
We have found the Committee on Naval Affairs deploring this cond 
tion; reciting the various suggestions they have seen fit to make with 
reference to increasing that Navy, and to diminish the difference alleged 
to exist between it and that of the other powers of the world. We have 
heard them complain on this floor that they have had no hearing for 
their committee, and that the American Navy has been suffering be 
cause of the rules of the House. F 

Mr. Chairman, gentlemen are mistaken when they attribute the fail- 
ure of this House to consider propositions to increase the Navy of the 
United States to our rules. It is competent for the House to consider 
such measures when in the judgment of the House they see fit to do so. 
The rules offer in such cases no obstruction to legislation. The dif- 
ficulty arises from another cause. It arises from the want of any neces- 
sity for a great navy in this country. Great Britain has her navy 
of 58,000 men. British pride is ever ready to vote what immense 
sums of money for its personne! and material may be required to keep 
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that navy up to its maximum strength. Why is this? Because by the 
experience of centuries her very national existence may hang on her 
ability to guard and command the English Channel. It is because of 
her immense commerce and because of her colonial possessions. Her 
very national life is at stake and rests upon her navy; and Englishmen 
with pride have ever pointed to their navy. So it is also to some extent 
with the other continental powers of Europe. Their location, their 
proximity to each other, engenders many irritating questions which are 
likely at any time to provoke to war; and for that reason they consider 
the necessities of maintaining powerful navies and vast standing armies. 

I have before me a statement of the number of men in the French 
navy, showing 48,000; Great Britain and Ireland, 58,000; and so on I 
might give in detail the tables compiled from official resources of all 
the navies of the world. But it is not necessary in this connection. 
The same complaint is sometimes made in reference to the Army bill. 
Let us make a comparison fora moment. We have 25,000 men in our 
Army; Austro-ITuagary have 289,000 men; France has 502,000; Ger- 
many, 445,000 men; Italy, 736,000; even Turkey has an army of 350,000 
men. What, Mr. Chairman, is the meaning of this? It is the out- 
growth of necessity. It is the national wants of those countries, their 
location and surroundings requiring for their national preservation im- 
mense armies and navies. We, on the other hand, are far removed from 
all such complications. An immense sea divides us from the dangers 
that threaten these countries. The irritating questions which demand 
their vast expenditures in this direction do not belong to us, and there 
is no apprehension that would justify in the minds of the American 
people a large standing army or a powerful navy. 

There is no apprehension of danger in the minds of our people which 
would tolerate anything like the expenditures for a navy which we find 
in some of the maritime countries of the world. Gentlemen on the 
Committee on Naval Affairs of this House do not, in my judgment, 
rightly understand this House, therefore, when they claim that the rea- 
son for our not undertaking to build up a navy liesin the prohibition 
imposed by the rules of the House. There is no want of an ample navy 
for this country situated as we are here. Our greatstrength lies notin 
our Army nor in our Navy, but it lies in our situation; ities in our 
great prosperity, in our vast territory, in the increase of our population, 
natural and by immigration, and in the vast resources which afford 
business channels for all of our people. In all of these consists our de- 
fense, and no nation on this earth dares, in view of the resources at our 
command, wantonly to offer us an insult. 

But we are constantly, as I have said, having reflections of this sort 
made. They come generally from our ship-yards. They come often in 
the form of circulars and communications of all sorts finding their way 
into the press, and even having some currency upon the floor of the 
House. For myself Iam opposed to the idea in this free country of 
magnifying the Armyor the Navy. The people of the country have an 
intuitive conception of their wants. Whenever oursituation shall change, 
whenever danger shall come by reason of inefficient organization, 
cither of the Army or the Navy, the great heart and head of the Ameri- 
can people will respond, as they have done in the past, to the exigencies 
of the occasion and supply all necessities. 

I tind, Mr. Chairman, following the division that the gentleman in 
charge of this bill has seen fit to adopt in discussing it and the order in 
which he has arranged the subjects, that he takes here first the n- 
nel of the Navy. And here I may be permitted to say that I desire to 
give credit to the gentleman in charge of this bill [Mr. RoBEson] for 
what we, especially on this side of the House, have complained of for 
many years, and that is the reduction in the number of officers in the 
last appropriation bill. Rightly the rules of the House permit on ap- 
propriation bills a retrenchment of expenditures by reducing the num- 
ber of officers. We have discussed the policy of reducing the number of 
officers time and again, but from various disagreements the solution of 
the question has not been reached. It was the good opportunity of the 
gentleman in charge of this bill to have suggested and to have found 
both sides of the House co-operating with him in the reduction of the 
number of officers in the Navy. 

But this reduction has not gonefarenough. Thereductions are small 
compared with the great excess that we now have. Butabout one-third 
of the officers of the Navy can be employed at sea. We have for years 
permitted astatute to remain on our books which has sent candidates from 
the Congressional districts to the Naval Academy the cadets graduat- 
ing and coming in to increase the al great surplus of officers; and 
while we arraign the organization of the Navy, with its excess of officers 
of the staif and line, itis but just to say that the real fault is also largely 
in the unwillingness on the part of Representatives themselves to give 
up the privilege they enjoy of appointing cadets from their several dis- 
tricts. I should be gratified, Mr. Chairman, if the present bill not only 
abolished the office of commodore butof rear-admiral also. The offices 
of Admiral and Vice-Admiral expire I believe under our statutes with 
the life of the present incumbents; and I repeat that I should have been 
glad to see rear-admirals as well as commodores go out. 

Prior to the war we had no such office. The highest grade was that 
of captain. Now we have eleven rear-admirals and twenty-five com- 
modores. The number of officers is not so largely increased over what 
it was before the war as are the rank and the emoluments of the posi- 





tion. We ought to reduce the higher grades—they are but what has 
been left of the war—limiting the position to the life of the t in- 


cumbents. I think we ought to go back to ante bellum periods in the 
matter of officers of the Navy. Thesystem answered our purposes well 
then and will do so agai 

The gentleman in charge of the bill [Mr. RoBEson] in the discus- 
sion of it declared that there was no such place as the office of com- 
modore in the British navy. I have taken occasion to examine several 
books. I have one here entitled ‘‘ British Navy List, 1882,’’ in which 
I find the following extract from the Admiralty Regulations of 1879: 


The officers of Her Majesty's navy shall be divided into two namely: 
A military branch and a civil branch. The military branch shall consist of the 
undermentioned officers, and they shall, with the exceptions hereinafter men- 
tioned, rank and take precedence in the following order: 1. Admiral of the 
fleet. 2. Admirals. 3. Vice-Admirals. 4. Adm 5. Commodores. 6. 
Captains, &e, ~ 


I find, likewise, the same arrangement in the ‘‘ Admiralty Regula- 
tions’? for 1882, The gentleman, therefore, is mistaken in the allega- 
tion that there is no such grade as that of commodore in the British 


navy. 
Mr. ROBESON. Will my friend pardon me? 
The CHAIRMAN. Does the gentleman yield? 


Mr. BLOUNT. Certainly. 

Mr. ROBESON. I think the gentleman from Georgia is mistaken, 
i¥ he says there is such a grade knownin the English navy. They have 
by their regulations and provisions just what we had before the war. 
They have captains that are assigned special duties, and while on those 
duties they are called commodores. 

Mr. BLOUNT. I have just read, Mr. Chairman, a regulation of the 
admiralty declaring what officers should exist: First, admiral of the fleet; 
second, admirals; third, vice-admirals; fourth, rear-admirals; fifth, com- 
modores; sixth, captains, &c. 

Mr. ROBESON. I willsend for the regulations, which will show how 
that is. 

Mr. BLOUNT. I do not know anything of any higher authority 
that we could have than what I have here before me. I read from the 
Navy List and the Regulations of the British Admiralty Board, 1882. 

Now, Mr. Chairman, I do not wish in citing this to be understood as 
being opposed to the provision of the bill striking out the grade of com- 
modore. I may be pardoned by the gentleman from New Jersey if I 
say—it is a suggestion only—that perhaps in the multitude of his duties 
on the Appropriations Committee he has not been absolutely accurate 
in the facts upon which he has based his conclusions in this bill. 

Mr. ROBESON. If the gentleman from Georgia will permit me, | 
will read from the Admiralty Regulations and Instructions. 

Mr. BLOUNT. Of what date? 

Mr. ROBESON. The present regulations. 


Of what date? 
This is the latest. 

Mr. BLOUNT. I was reading from the last regulations. 

Mr. ROBESON. The gentleman was reading from the Navy List. 
I read from the Regulations, paragraph 167. 

A captain, when authorized to beara broad penant, shall have the temporary 
title and rank of commodore, of which there shall be two classes. 

Then it goes on to say what they shall be. And those are the only 
commodores that are known in the English service. 

Mr. BLOUNT. Now, I am sure what the gentleman from New Jer- 
sey has read does not in any way affect what I have said. I hold in 
my hand the Admiralty Regulations of 1882, in which there is an ex- 
press declaration of the various grades in the English navy. 

Mr. ROBESON. Let me have those regulations when you are through 
with them. 

Mr. BLOUNT. I will let the gentleman have them directly. There 
is no conflict between the gentleman from New Jersey and myself, or 
between the authorities which he and I have read from. 

Now, I find that the gentleman from New Jersey, in providing for 
sea-service in his bill, directs that no lieutenant, unless he shall have 
seen six years’ service at sea as a lieutenant, shall be deemed fit to be 
premoted. 

In the British service only two years are required. No commander, 
says this bill, shall be promoted unless he shall have seen three years’ 
service at sea in command of a United States vessel or vessels. The 
English regulations provide simply for one year of service. The effect, 
Mr. Chairman, of this is to postpone beyond an age at which these gen- 
tlemen are most efficient the time of their promotion. They take all 
the disadvantage which comes from the error of overloading the person - 
nel of the Navy. 

You have now, as I have already stated, two-thirds of your Navy un- 
provided with sea-service by reason of the number of your vessels and 
by reason of our continuing to fill up the list of the officers of the Navy. 
Now, I submit, sir, that at this time, after these gentlemen have tlius 
advanced far in life, we should not suddenly put upon them these re- 
quirements as to sea-service. The gentleman from New Jersey says 
that they must suffer for the public service. Mr. Chairman, if we were 
to reorganize this system and perfect it as to all the officers of the Navy, 
I would be content to follow him to the extreme limit upon this bill 


I will quote from page 
39. 
Mr. BLOUNT. 
Mr. ROBESON. 
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But I find the gentleman, when it comes to the matter of promoting | 


the captain, abolishes the office of commodore and directs promotions to 
rear-admiral to be made from the present grades of commodore and cap- 
tain, and as to captain there is no qualification as to sea-service. Why 
is this? Why do you take a captain and make him a flag officer and 

rovide that he may be promoted without any reference to sea-service? 
All the lower grades you carefully guard; but when you come to the 
most important appointment you fail to require qualification as to sea- 
service. 

Now the gentleman has seen fit to quote from the British policy. I 
hold in my hand the Queen’s Regulations and Admiralty Instructions. 
On page 52, after providing one, two and three years’ sea-service for 
the lower grades, there is this regulation as to captains: 

To qualify a captain whose seniority brings him in ttrn for advancement to 
the active list of flag officers, he must have commanded one or more of Her 
Majesty’s ships as captain four complete years during war, or six complete years 
during peace, or five complete years during war and peace combined. 

Why is it that in the matter of the promotion of a captain in our 
Navy the gentleman from New York has not seen fit to follow the very 
wise policy of the British Government in the matter of requiring higher 
sea-service for persons to be promoted to flag officers than in other 
branches of the service ? 

The gentleman has said that the reason tor that lies in the fact that 
we do not have any vessels suitable for captains. Now the Navy list 
shows that we have had some captains at sea, and if we have had a por- 
tion we might have had more. If we have no vessels for captains, if 
they can not obtain the qualification by sea-service necessary to make 
admirals of them, why this favoritism to them and this harshness to 
others? Why not rather abolish the office of captain, if you have no 
place for them in the sea-service ? 

The gentleman is content to adopt the seniority rule in the lower 
grade, but when he comes to the promotion of captains he provides for 
the appointment of three officers by the Secretary of the Navy, who 
shall name three officers, select five names to be presented to the Pres- 
ident of the United States, and the President from that number shall 
select one for flag officer. In connection with that proposition I desire 
to call attention to the system which we now have, to the provisions 
regarding the selection of rear-admirals both during war and during 
peace. Section 1365 reads as follows: 

During war rear-admirals shall be selected from those officers on the active- 
list, not below the grade of commanders, who shall have eminently distin- 
guished themselves by courage, skill, and genius in their profession; but no 
officer shall be so promoted under this provision unless, upon recommendation 
of the President by name, he has received the thanks of Congress for distin- 
guished service. 

See how very careful Congress was when it was studying war, when 
it was comparing systems, when it was endeavoring to secure the best 
mode of organization, by providing that for this high grade there should 
be no variation from the seniority rule except with the qualifications I 
have read. Section 1366 provides: 

Sec, 1366, During peace vacancies in the grade of rear-admira] shall be filled 
by regular promotion from the list of commodores, subject to examination ac- 
cording to law. 

What was the law in regard to these examinations? Sections 1496 
to 1503, both inclusive, are as follows: 

Sec, 1496. No line officer below the grade of commodore, and no officer not of the 
line, shall be promoted to a higher grade on the active-list of the Navy until his 
mental, moral, and professional fitness to perform all his dutiesat sea have been 


established to the satisfaction of a board of examining officers appointed by the 
President. 

Sec, 1497. In time of peace no person shall be promoted from the list of com- 
modores to the grade of rear-admiral, on the active-list, until his mental, moral, 
and a fitness to perform all his duties at sea has been established as 
provided in the preceding section. 

Sec, 1498, Such examining board shall consist of not less than three officers, 
senior in rank to the officer to be examined. 

Sec. 1499. Said board shall have power to take testimony and to examine all 
matter on the files and records of the Navy Department relating to any officer 

, Whose case may be considered by them. The witnesses, when present, shall be 
sworn by the president of the board. 

Sec. 1500. Any officer whose case is to be acted upon by such examining board 
shall have the right to be present, if he so desires, and to submit a statement of 

is case on oath. 

Sec. 1501. The statement of such officer, if made, and the testimony of the wit- 
nesses and his examination shall be recorded. 

Sec. 1502. Any matter on the files and records of the Navy Department, touch- 
ing each case, which may, in the opinion of the board, be necessary to assist them 
in making up their judgment, shall, together with the whole record and finding, 
be presented to the President for his approval or disapproval of the finding. 

Sec. 1503. No officer shall be rejected until after such public examination of 
himself and of the records of the Navy Department in his case, unless he fails, 
after having been duly notified, to appear before said board. 


Under these provisions of the statutes the promotion of a person to 
the office of rear-admiral is no child’s play. His qualifications, mental, 
moral, and professional for sea-service are to be examined into. There 
is no regulation in regard to the term of years of service, but his quali- 
fications in these are to be examined into by a board of officers 
senior to him in rank, the records of the Department are to be exam- 
ined, the officer is to have the right to be heard, and when the board 
shall have made their selection then the President of the United States 
stands by with the power of declaring that the appointment shall not 
be made. He may approve or disapprove the selection. 

Where, then, is the argument of my friend from New Jersey that the 
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seniority rule means the advancement of stupidity, that only incapable 

men are likely to be promoted to the grade of rear-admiral? And what 

does my friend propose? How is he going to enforce his rule of the 

survival of the fittest? We have had these regulations which attest 

the judgment of the country in war and in peace. They have stood 

until the gentleman alone himself has seen fit now twice to urge a 
change upon the country. 

Mr. ROBESON. The gentleman will pardon me. In the time of 
war the rule is selection from any rank; a midshipman may be made an 
admiral in time of war. ’ 

Mr. BLOUNT. Iam afraid my friend is wrong again. I will not 
take the time to read the statute, but I do not understand it as he does. 
I think the gentleman will find a positive prohibition against making 
a rear-admiral of a midshipman; I know that 

Now, let us see what are the splendid provisions which are presented 
to us for improving the personnel of the Navy. 1 will read, commene- 
ing in line 77 of the bill: 

Provided, That hereafter all promotions to the grade of rear-admiral on the 
active-list shall be made by selection from the grades of commodore and cap- 
tain, and no more promotions to the grade of commodore shall be made, that 
grade being hereby abolished: Provided, however, That no commodore now in 
the service shall be reduced in rank or be deprived of his commission by reason 
of this act: And provided further, That when a vacancy in the grade of rear-ad- 
miral shall occur it shall be the duty of the Secretary of the Navy to convene a 
board of three officers, not below the grade of rear-admiral, who shall select 
the names of five officers not below the grade of captain, one of whom shal! be 
nominated by the President to fill the said vacancy. 


I wish now to call the attention of the committee to the English 
regulations on this subject. The gentleman said that no navy in the 
world except our own recognized the seniority rule in the promotion 
of flag-officers. On page 52of the British admiralty regulations I find 
the following: 

As vacancies occur on the active-list the captain first in seniority who has 
served for his flag as heretofore mentioned will be promoted, reserving, how 
ever, Her Majesty’s undoubted right of selection— 

Which is never used. This right of selection on the part of the Queen 
is merely a term of courtesy, because under the theory of the English 
Government she has absolute power to make all appointments in the 
navy, without regard to regulations. ‘Thus we find thatin the British 
service the captain first in seniority who is qualified according to sea 
service will be promoted unless the Queen shall see fit to exercise her 
right to prevent it. The board of admiralty are bound to see that he 
is promoted in that way. I read further from the admiralty regula 
tions: 

Sec, 2. To qualify a captain whose seniority brings him in turn for advanec 
ment for the active list of flag officers, he must have commanded one or more of 
Her Majesty’s ships as captain four complete years during war, or six complete 
years during peace, or five complete years during war and peace combined 

Now, Mr. Chairman, it is clear that the British nation, with the proud 
est navy in the world, familiar with naval matters, the very country ot 


| all others that we would turn to for an example, has said to the oflicers 
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of her navy, ‘‘ the highest grade shall be open to you under the seniority 
rule.”’ 

Mr. ROBESON. Willi the gentleman al!ow me a moment, «is I shall 
not have an opportunity to reply to him? 

Mr. BLOUNT. The gentleman will have a chance in the five-min 
ute debate. 

Mr. ROBESON. I merely want to suggest to my friend, if he will 
permit me—— 

Mr. BLOUNT. Certainly. 

Mr. ROBESON. In the English service the selection is made in al] 
the grades. A lieutenant is promoted to be a commander by selection; 
a commander to be a captain by selection; and then this picked lot of 
captains are allowed to go into the rear-admiral’s grade by seniority 
We, out of deference to our older officers, provide only that there shall 
be these selections when we get up to the higher grades. 

Mr. BLOUNT. Mr. @hairman, in some of the lower grades there is 
a competitive examination. The selection that the gentleman reters to 
is made by the admiralty board; but the action of that board is gov- 
erned by regulations as to the qualifications of the officers. The gen- 
tleman is proposing to advance a captain to a flag-officer without re- 
quiring any qualification. 

How will it better the service to let the Secretary of the Navy or « 
board appointed by him name five persons from whom the President of 
the United States shall select? There is no examination provided; no 
qualification of the officers is required. These three rear-admirals are 
first to be selected by the Secretary of the Navy; and they make their 
nomination. Then comes the selection by the President of one of the 
five named. The gentleman concedes that there may be abuses under 
this system, but says that in the nature of things we must “ trust to 
human action.”’ Not so, Mr. Chairman. Whenever we can regulate 
human action for the benefit of the public we should not hesitate to 
do it. I have not the highest opinion of ‘human action” in political 
affairs. 

Too recently have I seen the electoral commission divided by party 
lines—eight to seven—and the respective strength of each side cast one 
way or the other for the Presidential candidate. Too lately have I 
seen, under the official sanction of law, a man injected in this way into. 


en 


i 
i 
i 
i 


































































































































































































































































































1456 CONGRESSIONAL 


RECORD—HOUSE. JANUARY 22, 





the office of President of the United States and hold it four years with 
the acquiescence of the American people who was not elected. We 
find that under ‘‘human action’’ to-day your First Assistant Post- 
master-General, instead of requiring qualifications for office, is going to 
every nook and corner of the land hunting out, not the best men, but 
at all events Republicans, to fill the places at his di ; 

Under ‘‘ human action’’ we have seen the President and the heads of 
the Departments, availing themselves of technicalities in favor of hu- 
man rights, permit the extortion from thousands of poor people in the 
public service of contributions from their hard earnings to be used in 
elections and for the purpose of corrupting the ballot. I am not charg- 
ing this especially upon the Republican party. I fear that under any 
political organization there would be shortcomings. 

Ilow are we to expect perfect action in this matter? The Secretary 
of the Navy takes the initiative in the exercise of this power. Is he 
a partisan? Would he be influenced in the promotion of an official by 
political considerations? Would he in the selection of his three rear- 
admirals be able to have it understood who was his favorite in the list 
of commodores? Would it be possible that the board should select in 
their nominations some favorite of the Secretary of the Navy? Would 
it be possible that this man thus presented in the list might be dis- 
qualified upon any idea of his having sea-service? Would it be possi- 
ble that such a man might be selected by the President of the United 
States and placed upon this service ? 

Mr. Chairman, is it not true that when men are intrusted with power 
there is danger of their abusing it? Is there not danger that under 
this machinery you would have your rear-admirals promoted by polit- 
ical.influence? I know, sir, with the unsuspecting and inexperienced 
it is possible to believe that there would be nothing of this sort resorted 
to. I believe that it would be abused, that it would drag down the 
personnel of the Navy into the mire of our politics. We have recently 
passed the civil-service bill because the country felt that power was ex- 
ercised without regulation and was abused, and that the country was 
in danger from it. So, sir, 1 apprehend that same feeling would exist 
within the sphere of the Navy of the United States. 

Again, sir, the class of men in the American Navy is of a high order. 
These men have gone from the several Congressional districts by compet- 
itive examination into your academy. When they have passed that test 
they have gone into the regular service. They feel under the guaran- 
tees of the present regulations that political power can not touch them. 

The manly sentiments of their nature are ever supporting and sus- 
taining them. It is an arm of the public defense, and I would do noth- 
ing which by any possibility would make that body of men feel their 
promotions are in any wise to be affected by political power. 

In the matter of qualification of sea-service, which I have passed 
over and to which I desire to return, I wish to say that the qualifica- 
tion of sea-service, without any additional legislation, is liable to this 
further objection. 

The gentleman from New Jersey [Mr. ROBESON] says his object is to 
drive by interest the officers of the Navy into the sea-service. Mr. Chair- 
man, who is there among the members on this floor who has had much 
length of service and come in contact with the officers of the Navy who 
has not found them complaining they could not get sea-service? I have 
met with accomplished gentlemen, some now on the list of captains, 
who have complained bitterly their life was one of idleness, and they did 
not have a fair share in the matter of sea-service. And when you hang 
their qualification for preferment on the will of a political Secretary of 
the Navy, not on any board of admiralty constructed after the English 
system, with the public eye of pride looking on it and watching its 
administration, when you submit, I say, the sea-service as a qualifica- 
tion to a political Secretary of the Navy, does not every officer in the 
Navy, with his ambition and his desire for advancement, feel at once 
that political power may damn him in spite of any effort of his own? 

It has been said we ought to have this rule the Army. I wish, 
Mr, Chairman, that in time of peace it were there, and the complaints 
which have run over this country about promotions in the Army would 
not now be felt. I would if I had the power, sir, keep this Army small, 
but I would place the officers of the Army and Navy both beyond the 
reach of any political influence. 

Mr, Chairman, on page 14 of the bill I find this provision in connec- 
tion with the appropriation for the Bureau of Construction and Repair: 

Provided, That no part of this sum shall be applied to the repairs of any 
wooden ship when the estimated cost of such repairs shall exceed 30 r cent, 
of the estimated cost of a new ship of the same size and like material: Provided 
Surther, That nothing herein contained shall deprive the Secretary of the Na 
of the authority to order repairs of ships in foreign waters on the high 
seas, 80 far as may be necessary to bring them home. 

In the matter of the repair of wooden ships the Secretary of the 
Navy, with experienced officers around him, in my judgment should 
be left to determine this question for himself. I apprehend if this 
were actually put in force we would soon have scarcely any Navy, and 
we should hear more of John Roach and iron ships and the deteriora- 
tion of the effective power of our vessels. 

In connection with the appropriation for the Bureau of Steam-Engi- 
neering I find the same provision, and I object to it for the same reason. 
I believe that the Secretary of the Navy, with the advisers about him, 
is a far better judge of what the country wants than the Appropriation 





Committee of this or any other House. And I say this with the most 
perfect respect for the ability and integrity of that body. 

Mr. ATKINS. I will state to the gentleman from Georgia the clause 
he read a moment ago is the present law. 

Mr. BLOUNT. I understand there is a paragragh in the law of 
1882—for this fiscal year—which provides as to the appropriation of that 
year that the discretion of the Secretary of the Navy shall be so regu- 
lated. But that is not a general provision, as my friend will find on 


examination. 

Mr. ATKINS. No, sir. 

Mr. BLOUNT. I trust it will not be inserted as to this particular 
appropriation. 


I find on page 15, under the head of ‘‘ increase in the Navy,”’ the fol- 
lowing: 

For eins in accordance with the recommendations of the naval advis- 
ory board engines and machinery of the double-turreted iron-clad which said 
board may advise to be first completed, by new contract or otherwise 

ry may think best for the interests of the Government, $450,000; but the 
execution of no contract shall be entered upon for the ———— of either of 
these vessels until the terms thereof shall be approved A consisting of 
one line officer, one naval r,one engineer, who shall approve only 
such contracts as may be tothe best advantages of the Government, and fairand 
reasonable, according to the lowest market price for similar work, from re- 
sponsible and competent bidders, and at a total cost not to exceed the amounts 
estimated by the advisory board in its full report, required by the act of August 


5, 


as the 


Certainly the Committee on Appropriations, when they used that lan- 
, “such vessel as the advi may recommend,’’ had not 
before them the letter of the Secretary of the Navy, with the opinion of 
the advisory board, of December 10, 1882, containing the following par- 
a h: 
~~ board has the honor to report that it will be prepared before the end of 
January to submit complete and detailed plans, together with the estimates of 
cost, for the completion of the Puritan. ith regard to the other vessels, their 
inferior dimensions will require more time and more careful exam ion to 
prepare detailed designs that shall give them the highest possible efficiency. 

Why was it that the committee, in view of this fact, carried to the 
House the idea that hereafter there was a selection to be had between 
these vessels? 

Again, sir, there is a provision for their completion by new contracts 
or otherwise. It will be observed that while the sum appropriated by 
this bill is fixed at $400,000, the Secretary is authorized to contract for 
their completion; not for work or repairs or alterations up to the ex- 
tent of the amount appropriated by this bill, but for their completion 
by new contracts. The completion of this vessel alone involves an ex- 
penditure of $1,668,326. *So that instead of our making here an ap- 
propriation of $400,000, we are authorizing a contract which involves an 
appropriation or an obligation on the part of the Government to pay 
$1,268,726 more than we appropriate in this bill. There is no limita- 
tion as to the terms of the contract, none whatever. I may be referred, 
Mr. Chairman, to this provision of the law which expressly provides— 

No Department of the Government shall spendin any one fiscal year any sum 
in excess of the appropriations made by Congress for that fiscal year, or involve 
the Government in any contract for a further payment of money in excess of 
such appropriation. 

Such is the Iaw, but as to this particular case it is utterly worthless, 
null, and void. It has no possible effect, and can have none, because 
you expressly give to the Secretary of the Navy not the power to use 
alone the $400,000 you appropriated in this bill but power to contract 
on such terms as he may see fit for the completion of this work without 
limit as to its cost. And when he shall have done that, when he shall 
have made the contract under the terms of this bill, and we come here 
next winter, will it lie in our mouths to say that we only appropriated 
$400,000 when we have through our own agent gone and made a con- 
tract without qualification or limitation? We are bound by law, we 
are bound by morality, we are bound by every consideration of decency 
and justice to complete the contractand pay what itcosts. That is the 
effect of this item in the bill. 

The CHAIRMAN. The time allowed by the House for general de- 
bate upon this bill has expired. 

Mr. BLOUNT. I hope the gentleman in charge of the bill will al- 
low me to have ten minutes longer. Most of the time of this discus- 
sion has been occupied by the other side. 

Mr. ROBESON. I shall have no personal objection to extending the 
time of the gentleman. 


The CHAIRMAN. The committee can not extend the time. 


Mr. BLOUNT. It can be done by unanimous consent. 
Mr. ROBESON. ILhopeconsent willbe given. Let me suggest, how- 
ever, to the gentleman from Georgia that I am sure he does not wish 
to make any misinterpretation about this matter, and if he will look 
at page 15 of the bill he will find that the contract to which he has been 


referring is expressly limited to the engines and machinery. 


Mr. BLOUNT. I can not answer the gentleman unless I have the 
time. 

Mr. HUMPHREY. I move that we give him ten minutes by unani- 
mous consent. 

TheCHAIRMAN. The House having fixed the time allowed for gen- 


eral debate, the Chair holds that the committee can not now extend it. 
Mr. BLOUNT. Very well, then; I will take an opportunity under 





the five-minute discussion to answer the gentleman from New Jersey. 
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MESSAGE FROM THE SENATE. 

The committee informally rose, and Mr. CANNON took the chair as 
Speaker pro tempore. 

A message from the Senate, by Mr. SyYMPsON, one of its clerks, was 
received, announcing that the Senate had passed without amendment 
the bill (H. R. 7330) to remove tire disabilities of Francis H. Smith, sr. 

The message also announced that the Senate had passed a resolution 
to print the annual report of the Superintendent of the Coast and Geo- 
detic Survey for the years 1881 and 1882; in which the concurrence of 
the House of Representatives was requested. 

NAVAL APPROPRIATION BILL. 

The Committee of the Whole resumed its session. 

The CHAIRMAN. The Clerk will now read the bill by paragraphs 
for debate and amendment under the five-minute rule. 

The Clerk read as follows: 


For the of the Navy, for the active-list, namely: For one Admiral, one 
Vice-Admiral, eleven rear-admirals, eight chiefs of bureau, twenty-four commo- 
dores, forty-eight captains, ninety commanders, eighty lieutenant-commanders, 
two hundred and eighty lieutenants, one hundred masters, one hundred ensigns, 
ninety-one midshipmen, fourteen medical directors, fifteen medical inspectors, 
fift 8, eighty assistant surgeons, twelve assistant surgeons, two 
entkatan surgeons not in the line of promotion (who shall, after fifteen years’ 
service, be entitled to receive, as annual pay, when atsea, $2,100, when on shore- 
duty, $1,800, and when on leave or waiting orders, $1,600), thirteen pay directors, 
twelve pay inspectors, fifty paymasters, thirty passed assistant pay masters, nine- 
teen po ko cher paymasters, sixty-nine chief engineers, ninety-nine passed assist- 
ant engineers, sixty-two assistant engineers, sixty-two cadet-engineers (gradu- 
ates), twenty-three chaplains, eleven professors of mathematics, ten naval con- 
structors, six assistant naval constructors, ten civil engineers, one hundred and 
ninety-five warrant officers, forty mates, three hundred and thirty-five naval 
cadets; in all, $3,939,400. 


Mr. ROBESON. I desire to offer an amendment from the committee 
to this section. 

The CHAIRMAN. The amendment will be read. 

The Clerk read as follows: 

On 2, line 23, strike out the word “nineteen” and insert in lieu thereof 
the word “ twenty ; ’’ and change the total of the figures so as to read ‘* $3,940,800.”” 

Mr. ROBESON. This is merely to comply with existing law. 

The amendment was agreed to. 

Mr. KNOTT. IL offer the amendment which I send to the desk. 


The Clerk read as follows: 


Amend by inserting, after the word “ midshipmen,”’ in line 13, page 2 of the 
bill, the following : 

“The title of which grade is hereby changed to that of ensign, and the mid- 
shipmen now on the list shall constitute a junior grade of ensigis, having the 
same rank and pay as now provided by law for midshipmen; but promotions 
to and from said grade shall be under the same regulations and requirements as 
now provided by law for promotions to and from the grade of midshipmen ; 
and nothing herein contained shall be so construed as to increase the pay now 
allowed by law to any officer of said grade or any officer of relative rank.” 


Mr. ROBESON. I have no objection to that. 


Mr. KNOTT. There is also another amendment of the same char- 
aeter, which I have sent to the desk, with reference to masters. 


The CHAIRMAN. The amendment will be read. 
The Clerk read as follows : 


After the word * master,” in line 12, page 2 of the bill, insert : 

“The title of which grade is hereby changed to that of lieutenant; and the 
masters now on the list shall constitute a junior grade of lieutenants, having 
the same rank and pay as now provided by law for masters; but promotions to 
and from said ie shall be by examination as provided by law for promotions 
to and from the grade of master; and nothing herein contained shall beso con- 
— as to increase the pay now allowed by law to any officer in the line or 
staff. 


Mr. KNOTT. 
I understand, with the views of the Department and also meet the ap- 
probation of the committee. They do not increase the expenses of the 
Navy a solitary cent, but make the service more homogeneous so far 
a6 rank is concerned. 

The amendment was agreed to. 

Mr. THOMAS. [I offer the amendment which I send to the desk. 

The Clerk read as follows: 

After the word ‘‘ bureau,” in line 10, insert the following: 

4 , That said chiefs of bureaus shall receive no additional rank or pay 
over and above their regular rank or relative rank in the line or staff of the 
Navy by reason of being chiefs of bureaus.” 

Mr. THOMAS. This is an amendment offered in the interest of 
economy. There are eight chiefs of bureaus. There is the Bureau of 
Medicine and Surgery; there is the Pay Bureau; there is the Bureau of 
Smamngeneering; and there are others, making in all eight in num- 

T. 

Under the law these chiefs of bureaus have the rank and pay of a 
commodore, and that, too, without regard to whether they are commo- 
*dores in the line or staff ornot. In looking over the Naval Register you 
will find that the Chief of the Bureau of Medicine and Surgery is a medi- 
cal director with the relative rank ofacaptain of the line; and yet under 
the law he is given the rank of 2 commodore—in other words is made a 
brigadier-general, receiving the pay and emoluments of that rank by 
reason of being the ehief of that bureau. 

Chief officers of the different bureaus are n so long as the 
one obtains. That the system might be wiped out 

wish from the of my heart. Iam sure there never has been 
any scheme or device invented by man that has brought upon this coun- 
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I simply desire to say these amendments accord, as | 


| try so much wastefulness of money and such a chaotic system of affairs 

as the present bureausystem. The ingenuity of man seems to have been 
| tortured to its last point to invent some means of securing additional 
| pay and additional rank without performing any increased or additional 
| duty. Ithink it is time for us to calla halt. It is time for us to take 
a step in the direction of economy. It is time for us to do something 
toward cutting out this dead wood and unloading this top-heavy official 
personnel of the Navy. We are in need of a navy, an active, energetic, 
effective navy. We are not in need of such a top-heavy concern as we 
have at present, loaded down as it is with unnecessary and extravagant 
rank and pay. 

I should like to see these chietS of bureaus, if officers desire to oc- 
cupy these positions, taken from the legitimate ranks to which they be- 
long. If a commodore is selected, of course he is entitled to the pay 
and rank of commodore. But if they see fit to select a captain of the 
line to be the chief of a bureau let him have the rank and pay that be- 
longs to his line rank. j 

This is regarded as a soft place; and if a junior officer is willing to 
take it, let him take it with the pay he receives in his legitimate rank. 
I think if these officers shall have the rank and pay of commodore a 
commodore should be detailed for the service. 

I shall refer to the Naval Register further on to show that of all the 
commodores we have in the Navy now there is not one who is perform- 
ing a solitary particle of duty at sea. Now, if we are bound to have 
this rank of commodore in the Navy, let the officers of that rank fill 
these bureau positions, so that we shall not have to pay officers of the 
rank of commodore for doing nothing, on the one hand, and oflicers of a 
lower grade for performing the duties of a commodore, on the other 
hand. 

I hope the amendment will be adopted. 

Mr. ROBESON. I am in favor, Mr. Chairman, of every reduction 
in the number and pay of the service which will lead to its efficiency. 
But while I amin favor of that I am not in favor of merely for the sake 
of reduction interfering with the necessary organization of the service 

The chiefs’ of bureaus of the Navy Department are selected by the 
President because they are, in his opinion, especially adapted for car- 
rying on the particular work which comes under the supervision of those 
bureaus. From them emanates all the work which goes out to the vari- 
ous navy-yards to be done, and they are selected on account of their 
supposed efficiency. 

It is necessary when they come there that they should have a certain 


rank in order to prevent clashing. They send out their orders aschiets 


of bureaus to men in command of navy-yards and to officers in com 
mand of ships, and unless they are of sufficient rank while discharging 
those duties to give to their orders the authority which belongs to su 
periority in rank there would often be indisposition ou the part of their 


superiors in actual rank to obey their orders, and often clashing in the 
system. 
My friend from Illinois [Mr. Tomas] has said if it is 





necessary to 
have an officer of the rank of commodore in those places, then let a 
commodore be selected. That would do very well provided there is 
no better officer for the discharge of that duty; but if there is a better 
ofticer for the discharge of that duty along the list, of higher attain 


ments, of more faculty and facility, of more adaptation to those duties, 

then the law allows his selection. And I think it would be the poor 

est economy to say to these chietS of bureaus, who to the number of 

| eight regulate all the business of the service as lieutenants of the Sec- 

retary and of the President, that they shall report, come here to Wash- 

| ington, live in an expensive place, and have no pay except the pay 
which belongs to their rank on shore-duty. 

These reasons (and I have not time in five minutes to elahorate them 
are reasons which must appeal to the good sense of every member. If 
there is to be a reorganization of the bureau system upon some settled 
| and definite plan, I should be willing to enter upon its consideration 

But so long as that system remains, with its requirements under the 
| law as it now stands, I should think it was very bad legislation to strike 
| recklessly at the means of support and maintenance which are neces- 
| sary for those officers. 

Mr. THOMAS. I would like to ask the gentleman a question, if he 
| will permit me. 
| Mr. ROBESON. Certainly. 

Mr. THOMAS. What pay do the chiefs of these bureaus receive? 
| Is it shore-duty pay or sea-duty pay or waiting-orders pay ? 

Mr. ROBESON. I believe it is shore-duty pay. 
| Mr. THOMAS. The gentleman ought to know, having been at the 
head of that Department 

Mr. ROBESON. I have forgotten a great many things in my life. 

Mr. THOMAS. Of course he gets the highest pay, which is sea- 
duty pay. 

Mr. ROBESON. That is not a matter of course. 

The question was taken upon the amendment of Mr. THomas; and 
upon a division there were—ayes 49, noes 42. 

Mr. ROBESON. I call for tellers. 

Mr. ROBINSON, of Massachusetts. 

Mr. ROBESON. 

Mr, O'NEILL. 


No quorum has voted. 
I will withdraw the demand for tellers. 
I renew it. 
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Tellers were ordered; and Mr. THoMAS and Mr. ROBESON were ap- 

inted. 
P The committee again divided; and the tellers reported that there 
were—ayes 70, noes 43. 

Mr. DEZENDORF. No quorum has voted. 

The CHAIRMAN. Thetellerswillcontinuethe count. Thereisevi- 
dently a quorum in the Hall. 

The tellers resumed and concluded the count, and reported—ayes 86, 
noes 62. 

So the amendment was to. 

Mr. TALBOTT. I offer the amendment which I send to the Clerk’s 
desk, to come in after line 31, on page 2 of the printed bill. 

The Clerk read as follows: 


There shall hereafter be allowed at the Naval Academy five cadets at large and 
one from the District of Columbia, to be appointed by the President of the United 
States, and a number of cadets equal to one-half of the representatives in Con- 
gress from the States aud Territories, or as near thereto as may be. That two 
adjoining Congressional districts, rating numerically, shall constitute a cadet 
district; and the Congressional district having the first vacancy shall be entitled 
to the first appointment, the appointments to alternate thereafter. That the 
odd districta, and States having but one Congressional district, the Territories, 
and the District of Columbia shall be entitled to an appointment once in every 
twelve years, instead of six years as now provided tay lave. In case of adjoining 
Congressional districts comprising a cadet district having vacancies at the same 
time, the district being the first numerically shall have the first appointment 
the appointments to alternate thereafter. That in case of a vacancy the saic 
vacancy shall be filled from the Congressional district or Territory from which 
the original appointment was made. That all laws inconsistent herewith are 


hereby repealed. 

Mr. ROBESON. 
order that the gentleman from Maryland [Mr. TALBoTT] may explain 
how it will retrench expenditures, 

Mr. TALBOTT. This bill provides now for the pay and support of 
three hundred and thirty-five cadets at Annapolis. Under the last ap- 
portionment bill representation on the floor of this House was increased 
from two hundred and ninety-three to three hundred and twenty-five. 
Under the present law each Congressional district is entitled to a cadet 
at Annapolis. 

In consequence of the increased representation on this floor by the 
last apportionment, we would have, in addition to the three hundred 
and thirty-five now authorized by law, and for which we appropriate 
every year money to maintain, thirty-two cadets, which would increase 
the number to three hundred and sixty-seven. 

The amendment I have proposed will reduce expenditures because it 
would reduce the number of cadets to one-half of the total number under 
the last apportionment bill, would reduce the expenditures resulting 
from the promotion of these cadets from time to time after their gradua- 
tion, and will save all the legislation which the gentleman from New 
Jersey [Mr. ROBESON], on behalf of the Committee on Appropriations, 
has ingrafted in,this bill in the way of retiring meritorious officers in 
the prime of life. 

This amendment upon its face and in terms will reduce the expendi- 
tures of the academy at least $100,000 the next fiscal year; and from 
time to time thereafter the reduction would be double and treble that 


sum. 

Mr. ROBESON. Will the gentleman permit me to ask him a ques- 
tion for information? 

The CHAIRMAN. 
point of order? 

Mr. ROBESON. My point of order was that the proposed amend- 
ment did not retrench expenditures, and I wanted the gentleman to ex- 
plain how it would reduce expenditures. 

It is impossible to understand a long amendment offered in this way 
and read from the desk, and I therefore desire to ask the gentleman to 
state in substance what his amendment will do; whether it reduces the 
number of appointments from that now authorized by law. 

Mr. TALBOTT. It reduces the number of cadets to be appointed at 
Annapolis just one-half of the number now authorized by law. 

TheCHAIRMAN. Does the gentleman from New Jersey [ Mr. Rone- 
SON ] insist upon his point of order? 

Mr. ROBESON. I do not. 

The CHAIRMAN, The point of order being withdrawn, the ques- 
tion is upon the amendment offered by the gentleman from Maryland. 

Mr. HARRIS, of Massachusetts. While I believe that the number 
of appointments to the Naval Academy should in some way be limited 
and the number of graduates from that institution be reduced, I am 
not in favor of putting upon this appropriation bill all the legislation 
that may be necessary to arctic that result. 

I do not exactly oppose the amendment of the gentleman from Mary- 
land [Mr. TALBoTT], because if an amendment to reduce the number 
of cadets at the Naval Academy is to be adopted, and no other amend- 
ment can prevail but the one he has offered, I shall vote for it. But I 
should prefer to vote to close the Naval Academy entirely for five years, 
after the present cadets shall have graduated, and not continue i 
out cadets who are to remain for five or six years after graduation with- 
out any rank whatever. 


Gentlemen talk about the Navy being crowded and top-heavy, and 
all that sort of thing. The academy at ———s is adding constantly 
to the number of men in the line of pro in the Navy, and the 


Will the gentleman from New Jersey state his 


I make a point of order on that amendment, in, 





time will come when we must either provide a navy in which to put our 
officers when they are qualified for service or else reduce the number of 
officers. I shall vote for the amendment of the gentleman from Mary- 
land rather than for any reduction of officers. 

Mr. ROBESON. I move to strike out the last word for the purpose 
of calling the attention of the gentleman from Maryland [Mr. TaLporr] 
and of the gentleman from Massachusetis [Mr. HARRIS] to what may 
be the effect of this proposition should it be carried. I have not had 
time to look at it and examine it thoroughly. By the bill of last year 
we provided that only a certain number of graduates of the Naval 
Academy should enter the service, and that the others should be dis- 
charged with their certificates of graduation and a certain amount of pay. 
The number was fixed so that it should not be less than ten. Now, 
while I am in general accord with the purpose of the gentleman, I wish 
to know whether his amendment isintended to affect or does affect that 
provision; whether by the repeal of all laws inconsistent with this 
amendment we do not allow all these people to come in in spite of the 
restriction in the bill of last year. 

Mr. TALBOTT. No, sir; this amendment does not interfere with 
any legislation which was put upon the naval appropriation act of Au- 
gust 5, 1882. The amendment is intended for nothing in the world 
except to reduce these appointments one half. 

Mr. ROBESON. The gentleman may not intend it; but does not 
the amendment repeal all acts or parts of acts inconsistent with it? 

Mr. TALBOTT. This amendment is not inconsistent with the pro- 
visions of the act of August 5, 1882; on the contrary, it looks in the 
same direction. 

Mr. McMILLIN. Mr. Chairman, I examined the amendment of the 
gentleman from Maryland [Mr. TALBoTT] before its presentation, and 
in my judgment it will not have the effect feared by the gentleman 
from New Jersey. It will not affect in any degree the act provided 
last session. That act, which I consider very important, as it tends to 
prevent a superfluous increase of naval officers, provided for the resig- 
nation of cadets when there was a superfluoug number graduated. 

Mr. CALKINS. How many are retired under the law of last year? 

Mr. MCMILLIN. Allof the regular cadets except the ten who stand 
highest in the class every year, if I remember the provision correctly. 

This amendment does not propose to change that regulation at all. 
It simply provides that we shall not hereafter graduate so many cadets 
in excess of the needs of the service, as we should do if we keep on un- 
der the law as it now stands. I most cordially indorse this amend- 
ment. No more important measure could be passed. What is the need 
of graduating every year forty or fifty young men for whom we have 
no use in the service, to whom we can give no employment? Even 
under the amendment of the gentleman from Maryland there will be 
double the number graduated that can be employed under the legisla- 
tion of last session. We now have a top-heavy Navy threatening to topple 
over with excess of officers, as is the case also in the Army. Sir, so 
great is the pressure for places that in this bill we provide for retiring 
lieutenants and subaltern officers at as low an age as 45 years. Men 
are to be put on the retired-list in the prime of life; why? Because 
they are worn out? No; because the Government has no need for their 
services and there are younger men whom it is desired to put in their 
places. 

I can hardly conceive of an amendment more important than that of 
the gentleman from Maryland. It is no charity to these young men to 
educate them for a profession in which their acquirements can never be 
utilized. We had better not delude them into seeking places in the 
Navy. We had better let them obtain their education elsewhere; let 
them start in life as other young men do and not waste the precious years 
of their youth in preparing themselves for a profession in which they can 
never find employment. Sir, it is the duty of this Congress to adopt 
some such measure as that proposed by the gentleman from Maryland 
(Mr. TALBorr]. Let us apply the knife to this academy and relieve 
the country of the immense number of naval officers annually turned 
out there for whom there are no ships—rear-admirals, admirals, com- 
modores, commanders, captains and lieutenants, and subalterns innu- 
merable, who are and must ever be officers without a command. 

Mr. SHALLENBERGER obtained the floor. 

The CHAIRMAN. Debate is exhausted. ° 

Mr. ROBESON. I withdraw the pro forma amendment. 

Mr. SHALLENBERGER. I offer asa substitute for the amendment 
of the gentleman from Maryland [Mr. TALBOTT] the provision which 
I send to the desk. 

Mr. HARRIS, of Massachusetts. Before the substitute is read, the 
gentleman from Pennsylvania [Mr. SHALLENBERGER] yields to me 
that I may call the attention of the gentleman from Maryland to an ad- 
ditional provision which I think his amendment should contain. At 
the last session of Congress we adopted legislation affecting the cadets 
at the Naval Academy. We provided that only a certain number of 
the cadets now there should receive commissions, and that the rest, after 
their graduation, should go into civil life. Now, as the amendment of 
the gentleman from Maryland so radically reduces the number of cadets, 
it seems to me proper it should be modified so as to provide that the 
cadets now in the academy shall not be affected by its provisions. 

Mr. TALBOTT. I am willing to accept an smendment 
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that the status of no cadet now at Annapolis shall be affected by the 
provisions of my amendment. 

The CHAIRMAN. The Clerk will now read the substitute submit- 
ted by the gentleman from Pennsylvania [Mr. SHALLENBERGER] for 
the amendment of the gentleman from Maryland. 

The Clerk read as follows: 

Hereafter, for the purpose of appointing candidates for admission to the Naval 
Academy as naval cadets, the Secretary of the Navy shall divide and arrange 
the entire country, considered as Congressional di , Territories, and the Dis- 
trict of Columbia, into forty territorial districts, composed of not less than eight 
and not more than nine of the above-named subdivisions, and as nearly as pos- 
sible of contiguous territory, to be numbered and designated as naval cadet dis- 
t from each of which forty districts one appointment for admission to the 
Na Academy shall be ie every year, under the following conditions, 
namely: The Secretary of the Navy shall name a competent board of examiners 
and arrange for a competitive examination every year in each of the forty dis- 
tricts. Representatives, Delegates, and the president of the board of commis- 
sioners of District of Columbia may each name one candidate every year to 
appear for examination in their respective cadet districts, the candidate stand- 
ing highest on the list of those examined to receive the appointment; the candi- 
date next highest may be appointed alternate and proceed to Annapolis at his 
own expense, to be immediately examined for admission in the event of the 
failure of his principal, provided that this legislation shall not affect admission 
to the academy during the year 1883. 

Mr. McMILLIN. I am inclined to think this amendment is subject 
to a point of order. I reserve the right to make such a point. 

Mr. SHALLENBERGER. I prefer that the point of order should be 
decided before I discuss the amendment. 

The CHAIRMAN. The gentleman from Tennessee will state his 
point of order. 

Mr. McMILLIN. I am inclined to think the amendment is subject 
to a point of order, because it is certainly contrary to existing law and 
I believe it does not retrench expenditures. 

Mr. HARRIS, of Massachusetts. It does retrench expenditures. 

Mr. McMILLIN. | In the haste with which the amendment was read 
we were not able to understand it fully. 

Mr. SHALLENBERGER. I would like to have the point of order 
settled. I am quite sure that no point of order can lie against the 
amendment. My friend from Tennessee will take note of the fact that 
the amendment reduces the number of admissions to the academy in 
any one year from fifty-five to forty. 

Mr. McMILLIN. I withdraw the point of order. I see the amend- 
ment would not be subject to it. 

Mr. SHALLENBERGER. Mr. Chairman, I think that a change so 
radical as this in the existing law should be approached with some 
caution. I have, therefore, prepared this amendment with consider- 
able care. I have submitted it to Rear-Admiral Rodgers, for many 
years the superintendent of the Naval Academy; I have shown it to the 
Secretary of the Navy and several prominent officers connected with 
the naval service. It is regarded by all of them as entirely feasible 
and practical in its operations and a decided improvement on the pres- 
ent system. It proposes to reduce the number of admissions to the 
Academy affected by it each year from about fifty-five to forty. The 
amendment of the gentleman from Maryland proposes a reduction of 
one-half—from about fifty-five to twenty-eight. 

Now, I beg gentlemen to remember that by the act of last year we 
have provided that the various corps of the Navy, including the engi- 
neer corps, must be supplied hereafter from graduates of the Naval 
Academy who have been admitted on the nomination of Representa- 
tives and Delegates. Heretofore we have had over fifty admitted as 
midshipmen, exclusive of the appointments at large, and twenty-five 
cadet-engineers in addition. Instead of admitting over seventy-five 
each year as formerly this amendment of mine reduces the number to 
forty in all, which I think will be found a sufficient reduction. 

It is well also to remember that no class ever goes through the Acad- 
emy entirely full. If we admit forty there will be less than forty 
graduated. We will have perhaps thirty to graduate, and we will have 
to distribute those thirty between the line and the engineer corps and 
other staff corps of the Navy. So I think we shall have perhaps few 
enough graduated under this plan. 

The gentleman from Maryland [Mr. TALBotr] proposes by his plan 
to give to each Congressional district one appointment every twelve 
years. Many young men reach and pass the limit of age within those 
twelve years, and thus the brightest and best young men who may have 
@ special taste and fitness for the service and be disposed to present 
themselves can not have a chance at all. The chances to compete for 
these sepenents are much too restricted now. The proposition of 
the gentleman from Maryland would greatly aggravate the exclusive- 
ness and favoritism of selections. My amendment proposes to enable 
every Congressional district, through its Representative, by competitive 
examination or otherwise, to name one man every year, and eight or 
nine of these — nominated by members of Congress every year 
to come together, at a central point within a naval-cadet district, there 
to undergo a competitive examination by a competent board selected 
by the Secretary of the Navy. In this way we should likely get the 
cream of every Congressional district, as no member of this House 
would risk any but his very best applicant in a contest with seven or 
eight others. In the next place we should get the cream of eight or 
nine districts, compact and contiguous to each other, every year. The 
standard of admission must inevitably be raised in this way, while 














every section of the country would be as fully secured, as under the 
present law, in its just representation. Young men in New England 
would compete among themselves with educational facilities common 
toall. Young men of Texas, California, or Pennsylvania compete with 
each other in the same way. No State or section should be denied a 
representative at the Academy, and no section could be denied its rep- 
resentative under this method of selection; but every section should be 
required to present its best man every year for the Government to edu- 
cate at considerable expense. 

[Here the hammer fell. ] 

Mr. CALKINS. Mr. Chairman, on several occasions heretofore I 
have taken the opportunity to express the opinion that we can not gradu- 
ate too many young men from this Naval Academy at Annapolis or 
from the West Point Military Academy. But some steps ought to be 
taken by which all should be mustered out and go into private life ex- 
cept a certain number. That step was taken on the last appropriation 
bill, and it was a step in the right direction. I do not believe that 
money is uselessly thrown away by the education of these young men 
at these two institutions. I have, therefore, also been an advocate of 
graduating as many young men as is possible from these institutions, 
and then providing some means by which they may be retired after 
graduation. It brings into intimate and familiar relations different 
parts of this country with the naval and military establishments. 
When they go back home among their people, as they will do, it gives 
to them a knowledge which they can not acquire at any other institu- 
tion. It prepares and fits them for the various avocations of life. 

That has been my idea in reference to the graduation from these acad- 
emies. Butifany amendment is adopted on this bill in respect to these 
schools, the amendment of my friend from Pennsylvania [ Mr. SHALLEN- 
BERGER} should be, because, in my judgment, if provides a reduction 
of the number of young men appointed to that institution, so that not 
more than twenty or twenty-five will graduate in one year, and with 
the present provision of law it gives them an opportunity to be mus 
tered out after graduation to go into private life. 

{Here the hammer fell. } 

Mr. ROBESON. I move to strike out the last word. I rise to favor 
the amendment offered by the gentleman from Pennsylvania | Mr. SHAL 
LENBERGER ] and to give some reasons why it seems to me to be better 
adapted to the subject. It isa well-considered and well-matured amend 
ment. 

It has this advantage, which will appeal to every member here: it 
divides the country into various sections. It provides, in the first place, 
that every Congressional district in that particular section shall each 
year have a nomination to the academy, and that one of those nomi- 
nees shall be selected by competitive examination, so that no more go 
in than a certain specified number. 

The advantage of that is, first, you carefully select the men who go in; 
and the next advantage of it is this, that it authorizes every memberot 
Congress every year to nominate a boy from his district, and if that boy is 
the superior of all the other boys nominated in that district he gets in. 
Now, if you wait six or, as proposed, eight years, under the present sys- 
tem, the boys grow up, show their great ability, but get too old before 
you can nominate them. The eight years roll away and the boy be 
comes too old to go into theacademy. But if this system, as suggested 
by the gentleman from Pennsylvania, is adopted, it allows each mem- 
ber of Congress each year to select the best boy in his district, and gives 
him a chance for competition for that academy, and he gets in provided 
he is the superior of all others selected from that section of which that 
district composes a part. And it gives a chance to nominate him be 
fore he grows too old. If the boy is the best boy he gets in, and if he 
is not he does not get in. The service is not increased, while you give 
a chance to nominate your best boy before he gets too old 

Mr. BLOUNT. Mr. Chairman, I must confess that I am somewhat 
surprised at the amount of merit the gentleman from New Jersey is 
able to find in the proposition that a member of Congress may nomi- 
nate one of these cadets. The proposed amendment here is preceded 
by a provision that the Secretary of the Navy shall nominate a board 
of examiners in each one of these Congressional divisions, in order that 
a competitive examination of the applicant forcadetship to this academy 
may have an opportunity of appearing before it. At present this system 


is open to everybody; there is no limitation to it. There are, however, 
only forty divisions in the whole country, and when you have adopted 
this proposed amendment and provide that everybody can come in and 


appear before that board, then you follow it with a proposition that a 
member of Congress may nominate one man to go there, when he has 
had the right all along to do the same thing. You also provide that 
the applicant who gets the highest mark shall be appointed, which 
would certainly be the result, or should be the result, under any com- 
petitive examination. 

It is simply absurd, Mr. Chairman, to put any such amendment into 
this bill. Thereis absolutely nothing in it. I believein reducing the 
number according tothe proposition of my friend from Maryland. Our 
present system overloads the service with a superfluity of officers, and 
I would rather take the chance of a competitive board named by hon- 
orable representatives on this floor from every Congressional district en- 
titled to it than totake one organized by the Secretary of the Navy, who 
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could not know whom toappoint in all of these districts and must take 
in the end the opinion of some unknown person. I trust the proposition 
of the gentleman from Pennsylvania will not be acceded to. 4 The propo- 
sition of the gentleman from Maryland, on the other hand, is calculated, 
in my judgment, to remedy what has becomes growing evil, the unnec- 
essary and unwise increase of these officers. I think there is no harm in 
it. Itmay beproductiveofmuch good. Someremedyshould be applied. 

Again, Mr. Chairman, I have great regard for these academies. I 
believe that the course of education at Annapolis and at West Point is 
in completeness far beyond the conception of any gentleman who has not 
had the pleasure or the opportunity perhaps of attending there in the 
capacity of a member of the visiting board. The interest and the at- 
tention of members ought to be kept to those institutions. I have 
heard time and again on the floor of this House denunciations of the 
mode of education of the officers of the Army at West Point. It is 
alleged that they know nothing of our Constitution and the laws of our 
country. I desire to say, sir, that this is entirely a mistake. 

I happened to be present at an examination on one occasion recently 
there, and was surprised that it went to such a wide extent. It em- 
braced pleading and all kinds of proceedings in criminal and civil law; 
and the rules for the examination embodied questions of various sorts 
on constitutional subjects as well as other questions which had been 
passed upon by the Supreme Court of the United States, the examina- 
tion in fact involving thoroughly the: principles of constitutional law. 
There was an examination which in its scope and finish I venture to 
say was not surpassed by any institution of learning in any part of this 
country. 

io I believe in doing whatever we may consistently with pub- 
lie service to hold public interest to these institutions. I would not 
permit them to be overthrown or to be damaged; and I trust that the 
representatives of the people on this floor will give their attention to 
this matter to see that no harm is done to them. 

{Here the hammer fell. ] 

Mr. ROBESON. I withdraw the pro forma amendment. 

Mr. SPEER. I renew the amendment. On this general subject I 
have, Mr. Chairman, a very manly and straightforward letter from a 
cadet in the Naval Academy at Annapolis, which I will ask the Clerk to 
read as a part of my remarks. 

The Clerk read as follows: 


Unirep STatTrs NAVAL ACADEMY, 
Annapolis, Md., December 16, 1882. 

. . * . * * « 
Previous to the passage of this act the law under which we were appointed pro- 
vided for two corps of cadets in the Naval Academy, namely, cadet-midshipmen 
and cadet-engineers. The average age of the et-midshipmen entering is 16 
years, while that of the cadet-engineers is 19 years. 

They entered under the following regulations; The cadet-midshipmen were a 
pointed by the Representatives in Congress from the State Congressional dis- 
tricts, and thus represent the whole country. Every section of the country is 
represented in corps of cadet-midshipmen. The cadet-engineers were chosen 
by competitive examination on mental qualifications alone. They had no ap- 
pointment of any kind; any one could come and try this competitive exam- 
ination, Fully three-fourths of the eadet-engineers are from the neighboring 
States of Pennsylvania, Virginia, and Maryland, a fact due to the closeness of 
the examination and the great number of competitors, which renders it almost 
useless for candidates tocome from faraway. And, another thing, people in dis- 
tant States being almost totally unacquainted with provisions governing the ad- 
mittance of cadet-engineers, know nothing of the character of the examinations, 
and are virtually excluded from the benelits of the corps. So that cadet-engi- 
neers have always beena sectional corps. And the cadet-midshipmen were com- 
pelled to pass an entrance examination in grammar, geography, spelling, arith- 
metic. The cadet-engineers are compelled to pass an entrance examination in 
grammar, geography, spelling, arithmetic, algebra, geometry, physics, and 
steam, or on branches that a cadet-midshipmen was not supposed to know until 
he had completed his first year’s course. The law provided separate courses of 
instruction and training for each corps, the cadet-engineers’ course fitting them 
only for the duties of a staff officer in the Navy, while the cadet-midshipmen’s 
course fitted them to perform the duties of a line officer, and neither course is of 
any value except to those employed in that service. 

It required us, at atime when young men must, if ever, acquire the education 
necessary for their future oceupations, to pursue this long course of trainin 
which fits them for service in the Navy, but at the same time the law pussnioed 
that upon the successful completion of the required course of instruction we 
should have permanent employment in the Navy and be in the line of its pro- 
motion of regular line officers. Believing that these provisions of the law onthe 
»vart of the Government would be carried out, we have been and still are 
orming our part of the contract. In view of these facts the bill passed by the 
Congress provides that from each of the classes now pursuing their six years’ 
course to graduation only ten are to be retained in the service. There are now 
five classes, aggregating four hundred cadets, all of whom entered the Naval 
Academy prior to the passage of this act, and who have hitherto been pursuin 
widely different courses of instruction and training, and of these four hund 
cadets but fifty are to be retained in the service in the next five years, the re- 
mainder to be dismissed from the service at an average age of 24 y and 
with an education which to a great degree fitsthem only for service in the Navy, 
and for no other employment. We can not believe that this is just, and do not 
think the Government has a proper regard for its obligations. 

A strange feature of this act is that the distinction bet 
and cadet-engineers has been abolished, and the respective classes 
shipmen and cadet-engineers have n merged into one class, under the name 
of naval cadets, while a far more extensive course of instruction has been 
opened up forus, The eviland unfair results ofthis coalition can easily be shown. 


The cadet-engineers have the advantage in Their courses in mathematics 
gave them a decided advantage over us. were required to know more 
mathematics on admission than the cadet-midshipmen studied the first i 
The severity of the discipline, a thing correct in itself, soquiees of 

cadet the yreatest amount of mental and labor of which he is : 


therefore no cadet-midshipman can by extra exertions overcome the ap ham 
of cadet-engineers. And thus the cobvtauhtahiguamn wil be obliged to rank 
below the cadet-engineers in studies,so much so that they can 
successfully compete with the engineers, 





In our present combined class in mathematics for the first month of this aca- 
demic year all the engineers were satisfactory, while of the forty cadet-midship- 
men in the class twenty-six failed to reach the uisite standing and were 
unsatisfactory; and we should state that in determi the relative class ranks 
for the year mathematics counts as much as all the other studies combined. 
From these considerations it is plain that it is impossible for the cadet-midship- 
men to compete with the cadet-engineers in the present co’ and 
that the possibility of their attaining any equal standing with the cadet-engineers 
at —— is ee. Hene:> the provisions of the act placing the cadet- 
midshi upon this unequal disadvan 


footing in the present com- 
further requirements of act that the ten cadets from 
the service shall i i 


academy as 
criminating operations of the act will not apply to cadets entering the academ 
since its passsge, as the requirements respecting them as to v inental qualité 
cations, and course of ion are the sameforall. But with respect tocadets 
who entered the academy before the 
to be unjust. It is unjust because it req the d 
an le, ts Fe tee em a ~ 
assurance of permanent employment avy, because its operations 
above shown it must practically exclude all those who entered the Navy as 
cadet-midship As to the first of the above reasons, we would say that we 
considered a contract made with the Government when we entered the acad- 
emy; that we would never have entered c—_ any other con- 
sideration. Now, we ask if it is just that we should dismissed after fully 
complying with our of the contract? As to second of the above reasons, we 
say that in the first p! have no tt to become line officers, hav- 
no appointment; that we alone were appointed to become line officers. in, 
bill a een me pd a ney all ions 
ofthe ceuneas, as the e eers are all immediate section. Again, as 
we before said, the engineers have great advantages in age and in studies, In 
view of these facts we believe that it would have been but just to us to have ex- 
cepted from the operations of the bill all cadets in the academy prior to its 


passage. 

The rr ning tf pro as anamendment to the bill: 

“ Provided, nothing herein contained shall affect those cadets who en- 
tered the academy prior to January 1, 1882.”’ 


Hon. Emory SPEER, 
House of Representatives, Washington, D. C. 


During the reading of the above letter the hammer fell. 
Mr. JONES, of Texas, took the floor and yielded to Mr. SPEER to 
have completed the reading of the letter. ] 
The CHAIRMAN. The ayo is on agreeing to the amendment 
proposed by the gen m. land. 





tleman 

Mr. HERBERT. I rise to offer an amendment to the amendment of 
the gentleman from Maryland. . 

The CHAFRMAN. That is in order. 

Mr. HERBERT. The popes of my amendment is to cure the very 


wrong and injustice complained-of in the memorial or letter which has 
just been read. 


Mr. SHALLENBERGER. I rise to a point of order. 

The CHAIRMAN. The gentleman will state it. 

Mr. SHALLENBERGER. I think if the gentleman from Alabama 
will listen a moment he will see that his amendment is not in order as 
an amendment to the amendment of the gentleman from Maryland. 
Thereis oneamendment to that amendment already pending, the amend- 
ment which I have offered. 

Mr. HERBERT. I understand that the gentleman from Pennsyl- 
vania has offered a substitute for the amendment. We have a right to 
perfect the amendment before the substitute is voted upon. 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair desires to state in response to the 
point of order of the gentleman from Pennsylvania that the gentleman 
from Maryland offered an amendment. An amendment to that amend- 
ment is now in order and has been offered by the gentleman from Ala- 
bama. The gentleman from Pennsylvania has offered a substitute for 
the amendment, which isalsopending. The question is upon the amend- 
ment to the amendment. 

Mr. SHALLENBERGER. Before that is done I hope my friend 
from Alabama will allow me to modify the substitute which I pro- 
posed. I ask that he yield to me for the purpose of having the modi- 
tication read. 

The CHAIRMAN. Does the gentleman from Alabama yield for that 


pu ? 

Me. HERBERT. I do not yield. 

Mr. TALBOTT. I make the point of order on the gentleman from 
Alabama. I desire to state that Iam not opposed to his amendment 
at all, but the amendment is not e to mine. 

Mr. HOOKER. Howcan the gentleman know that until is is read? 
I ask to have the amendment 

The CHAIRMAN. The amendment of the gentleman from Alabama 
will be rted. 

The Clerk read as follows: 

And provided further, js cok Manin 
any manner be affected by Wee tte aaerpana hs aly | 1882, but shall ws. 
tained in service in all respects as if the said act ball never bebe passe: 

Mr. CANNON. I make the point of order upon that. 

Mr. TALBOTT. That amendment is not to the amend- 


preci oS me. I desire to state at the same time that I do not 
oppose t 
Mr. McLANE, of Maryland. Then let us have a vote upon it. 


Mr. CANNON. I make the farther point of order that it changes 
> 





man 
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changes existing law, because it does in terms provide that the act of 
Augast 5, 1882, shall not apply to these cadets now in the Naval Acad- 
emy. But the point of order could only apply if this were an amend- 
ment toan appropriation bill. This isan amendment to an amendment 
and not an amendment to an appropriation bill. If the House shall 

to add this amendment to the amendment of the gentleman from 

land then the question will recur: Isthe amendment of the gentle- 
man from Maryland as amended by this proposed amendment subject 
to a point of order? I say it would not be even then. Because in the 
first place — of order as is suggested to me is made too late, the 
amendment of the gentleman from Maryland being already ruled in 
order and being before the Committee of the Whole for discussion. In 
the second place, even if it were not too late, the point of order would 
not lie tothat amendment as amended, for the reason that taken alto- 
gether on its face it would still clearly retrench expenditure. There- 
tore I say the point of order of the gentleman from Illinois [ Mr. CAn- 
NON] is not well taken. 

Mr. CANNON. It is not necessary for me to read Rule X XI with 
its different clauses; it is perfectly familiar to the Chair. 

If I understand the gentleman from Alabama [Mr. HERBERT] cor- 
rectly, he says that Rule X XI can be rendered nugatory by offering an 
amendment that is in order and then offering an amendment to that 
amendment that would not be in order under the rule if a separate 
amendment, but which is in order as an amendment to the amendment. 
That would be an absolute doing away with the rule. It would make 
it mean nothing. 

In farther answer to the gentleman from Alabama I will say that 
under the ruling of the gentleman from Massachusetts [Mr. Ropry- 
son] when he was in the chair in the last session of Congress, and under 
the ruling I think of the gentleman from Kentucky | Mr. CARLISLE] 
when he was in the chair prior to that time—at any rate under various 
rulings it is well settled if an amendment is offered you can make the 
point of order to different provisions of that amendment, and if either 
-provision changes existing law and does not retrench expenditures the 

int of order would be sustained as to that provision while it might 
be overruled as to others. 

The CHAIRMAN. The gentleman from Maryland [Mr. TALBotr] 
made a point of order also. Does he insist on it? 

Mr. TALBOTT. Has the gentleman from Illinois [Mr. CANNoN] 
withdrawn his point of order? 

Mr. CANNON. Not at all. 

Mr. HERBERT. I desire to reply briefly to the gentleman from 


Illinois, and also to the suggestion of the Chair that the objection of 


the gentleman from Maryland [Mr. TALBotT] is still pending. The 


purpose of the amendment offered by the gentleman from Maryland is | 
to reduce the number of officers supplied the United States Navy by the | 
In other words, the subject-matter of | 


Naval Academy at Annapolis. 
his amendment is the number of officers to be furnished by the Naval 
Academy for the Navy. 
relates to the same subject-matter. It simply provides that the act of 
August 5, 1882, shall not be construed to apply to the cadets—and I 
ask to correct it in that way—then in the Naval Academy at Annap- 
olis. Both the amendment and the amendment to the amendment re- 
late to the same subject. The amendment to the amendment simply 
provides that the law shall not be retroactive in its effect, that it shail 
not apply to cadets then at the academy. 

Mr. RANDALL rose. 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair is ready to decide. 

Mr. RANDALL. Has the Chair made up its mind ? 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair is ready to hear the gentleman from 
Pennsylvania. 

Mr. RANDALL. The original amendment of the gentleman from 
Maryland [Mr. TALBOTT] proposes to change the law in reference to 
the appointment of cadets. Now, the amendment of the gentleman 
from Alabama [Mr. HERBERT] is exactly like the amendment in that 
respect; only it provides for changing a different law. So it occurs to 
my mind if one is in order as a distinct proposition the other is in order 
as well; as they both change existing law in reference to the appoint- 
ment and continuance of cadets in the Navy. 

Mr. TALBOTT. I withdraw my point of order as against the amend- 
ment of the gentleman from Alabama. 

The CHAIRMAN. 
was no point of order made against the amendment of the gentleman 
from Maryland [ Mr. TALBotT}, and while the Chair thinks no point of 
order would have laid against it because it evidently reduces expendi- 
tures to a large extent, the amendment of the gentleman from Alabama 

. HERBERT] does change existing law, and does not do it in the 
of retrenchment. Therefore the Chair rules the amendment 
offered by ae from Alabama is subject to the point of order. 

Mr. TAL . That is the point of order made by the gentleman 
from Iinois [Mr. CANNON]. I withdraw my point. 

-Mr. RANDALL. The point of the gentleman from Maryland being 
that the amendment to the amendment was not germane. 

The CHAIRMAN. 
land withdrew his point of order that this amendment was not germane 
to the original amendment. 


The proposed amendment to the amendment | 


The Chair desires to say that, although there | 


The Chair understood the gentleman from Mary- | 


Mr. HAMMOND, of Georgia. I desire to amend the amendment of 
the gentleman from Maryland. As I understand it, although I have 
been out during part of the debate, if that amendment became a law 
during the present session it would interfere with the cadets already 
appointed this year. It may be others are in my situation.. I have al 
ready had a competitive examination, and agreed to make an appoint 
ment immediately after the 4thof March. 1 desire that right shall not 
be cut off by this regulation ad interim. And I propose, therefore, what 
I send to the desk to follow the words of the gentleman from Maryland. 

The Clerk read as follows: 

Provided, however, That this provision shall not take effect until the Ist of Jan 
uary, 1884. 

Mr. TALBOTT. I accept the amendment of the gentleman from 
Georgia | Mr. HAMMOND], and adopt it as part of my amendment. 

Mr. SHALLENBERGER. 
amendment. 

Mr. HAMMOND, of Georgia. We have not got to yours yet 

The CHAIRMAN. The question is onthe amendment of the gen 
tleman from Maryland [Mr. TALBoTrT], as modified 

Mr. TALBOTT’S amendment as modified was read 

Mr. TALBOTT. I understood there was an amendment offered by 
the gentleman from Massachusetts [Mr. HARRIS] that this should not 
affect the status of any cadet atthe academy. J did not hear that read 

Mr. ROBINSON, of Massachusetts. I would like to ask the gentle 
man from Maryland a question. It seems to me we will have a practi 
cal difficulty unless we more clearly define as to the grouping of Con 
gressional districts. 

Mr. TALBOTT. They are to be rated numerically 

Mr. ROBINSON, of Massachusetts. True; but in some States—it will 
be so in the State of Massachusetts—three or four of the Congressional 
districts will be adjoining districts and they stand in numerical order 

Mr. TALBOTT. Then they will come under the provisions of my 
amendment. 

Mr. ROBINSON, of Massachusetts. But the amendment does not 
provide who shall make this apportionment or arrangement. 

Mr. TALBOTT. According to my amendment the adjoining districts 
in numerical order, for instance the first and second districts in the 
State of Massachusetts, will constitute a cadet district, the third and 
fourth districts another cadet district, and the fifth and sixth Congres 
sional districts another cadet district. 

Mr. CALKINS. How about the seventh district? . 

Mr. TALBOTT. That is an odd district, and will have an appomt 
ment once in twelve years, instead of once in six years as now provided 
by law. 

Mr. SPARKS. Who is to make the appointment? 

Mr. TALBOTT. The member of Congress representing the district 
| Mr. ROBINSON, of Massachusetts. Then when the next apportion 
| ment of Representatives shall be made, which will be at the end of ten 


That is the same provision as isin my 





| years, the twelve years will not have expired and the odd district will 
| have no appointment at all. 

Mr. TALBOTT. It is time enough to provide for that then. 

Mr. VALENTINE. What will become of the odd district in the next 
_ apportionment ? 

Mr. ROBINSON, of Massachusetts. 
Mr. SHALLENBERGER. 


It will probably disappear. 

I make the point of order that the vote 
| must be first taken on the substitute I have offered; and I ask that the 
| substitute be read. 

| The CHAIRMAN. The Clerk will read Rule XTX. 

| The Clerk read as follows: 

When a motion or proposition is under consideration, a motion to amend and 
| & motion to amend that amendment shall be in order, and it shal! also be in or 
| der to offer a further amendment by way of substitute, to which one amend- 
| ment may be offered, but which shall not be voted on until the original matter 


| is perfected, but either may be withdrawn before amendment or decision is had 
thereon, 


| Mr.C@ALKINS. That means that where the substitute is offered fora 
full section or full paragraph, the substitute shall not be voted on until 
| the section or paragraph has been first perfected. But where the sub- 
| stitute is offered for an amendment, then all amendments to the amend 
| ment shall be voted on before the substitute is voted on. That has been 
| done in this case, and now the question comes on the substitute for the 
amendment as perfected. 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair thinks the gentleman from Indiana 
{Mr. CALKINS] is right. The substitute of the gentleman from Penn- 
sylvania [Mr. SHALLENBERGER] was offered for the amendment of the 
gentleman from Maryland [Mr. TALBoTT], and the vote must be first 
taken on that substitute. 

Mr. HARRIS, of Massachusetts. 
the amendment. 

Mr. SPARKS. We have the right, I understand, to perfect the 
amendment, and when this is done the vote must be first taken on the 
substitute for the amendment 
| The CHAIRMAN. The Chair thinks that is correct. 

Mr. HARRIS, of Massachusetts. I move to add to the amendment 


I desire to offer an amendment to 





Fe the gentleman from Maryland [Mr. TALBorr] that which I send to 


the Clerk’s desk. 











1462 CONGRESSIONAL 


RECORD—HOUSE. JANUARY 22, 





The Clerk read as follows: 


But nothing in the act apgoeren Angus 5, 1882, shall be construed to prevent the 
retention in the Navy of such naval cadets as had before its passage already 
completed their four years’ course at the Naval Academy. 

Mr. CANNON. I make the same point of order on that amendment 
that I made a little whileago upon the amendment of the gentleman 
from Alabama [Mr. HERBERT]. . ; 

The CHAIRMAN. The gentleman will state his point of order. 

Mr. CANNON. My point of order is that it changes existing law 
and does not retrench expenditures. 

The CHAIRMAN, The Chair will hear the gentleman from Massa- 
chusetts [Mr. HARRIS] on the point of order, if he desires to say any- 
thing. 

Mr. HARRIS, of Massachusetts. I do not care to be heard upon the 
point of order if the Chair has made up his mind. I desire to correct 
a manifest injustice in the law of the last session. 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair has already decided the same princi- 
ple, which was involved in the amendment of the gentleman from Al- 
abama, and rules the amendment not in order. The question is upon 
the substitute offered by the gentleman from Pennsylvania [Mr. SHAL- 
LENBERGER ]. 

Mr. SHALLENBERGER. 
read, 

The subtititute was read, as follows: 

Hereafter, for the purpose of appointing candidates for admission to the Naval 
Academy as naval cadets, the Secretary of the Navy shall divide and arrange 
the entire country, considered as Congressional districts, Territories, and the Dis- 
trict of Columbia, into forty territorial districts, composed of not less than eight 
and not more than nine of the above-named subdivisions, and as nearly as pos- 
sible of contiguous territory, to be numbered and designated as naval-cadet dis- 
triets, from each of which forty districts one appointment for admission to the Na- 
val Academy shall be made every year under the following conditions, namely : 
The Secretary of the Navy shall name a competent boned of examiners and ar- 


I ask that my substitute may now be 


range for a competitive examination every year in each of the forty districts. Rep- 
resentatives, Delegates, and the president of the board of commissioners, Dis- 
trict of Columbia, may each name one candidate every year to appear for exam- 
ination in their respective cadet districts, the candidate standing highest on the 


list of those examined to receive the appointment. The candidate next highest 
may be appointed alternate and proceed to Annapolis at his own expense, to be 


immediately examined for admission in the event of the failure of his principal, | 


provided that this legislation shall not affect admissions to the academy during 
the year 1883. 

Mr. SPARKS. _Is that substitute debatable? 

The CHAIRMAN, It has already been debated. 

The question was taken upon the substitute; and upon a division 
there were—ayes 56, noes 53. 

Mr. TALBOTT, Mr. SPARKS, and others called for tellers. 

Tellers were ordered; and Mr. SHALLENBERGER and Mr. SPARKS 
were appointed. 

The committee again divided; and the tellers reported that there 
were—ayes 65, noes 83. 

So the substitute was not agreed to. 

The question recurred upon the amendment of Mr. TALBOTT as modi- 
fied. 

The substitute as modified was read, as follows: 

There shall hereafter be allowed at the Naval Acad five cadets at 1 
and one from the District of Columbia, to be appointed by the President of the 
United States, and a number of cadets equal to one-half of the representatives 
in Congress from the States and Territories, or as near thereto as may be. That 
twoadjoining Congressional districts, rating numerically, shall constitute a cadet 
district ; and the Congressional district having the first vacancy shall be entitled 
to the first appointment, the appointments to alternate thereafter. That the odd 
districts, and States having but one Congressional district, the Territories, and 
the District of Columbia, shall be entitled toan appointment once in every twelve 
years, instead of six years as now provided by law. In case of adjoining Con- 

ressional districts comprising a cadet district having vacancies at the same time, 
the district being the first numerically shall have the first appointment, the ap- 
pointments to alternate thereafter. That in case of a vacancy the said vacancy 
shall be filled from the Congressional district or Territory from which the orig- 
inal opeinens was made. That all laws inconsistent herewith are hereby re- 
pealed: Provided, however, That this provision shall not take effect until the 1st 
of January, 1884. 


The question was taken; and upon a division there were—ayes 58, 


noes 60. 

Mr. TALBOTT. No quorum has voted. 

Tellers were ordered; and Mr. TALBOTT and Mr. SHALLENBERGER 
were appointed. ° 

The committee again divided; and the tellers reported that there 
were—ayes 83, noes 84. 

So the amendment was not agreed to. 

Mr. KNOTT. I move to amend by inserting at the end of line 31 
the provision which I send to the desk. 

The Clerk read as follows: 

Provided, That from and after the of this act officers of the Medical, 
Pay, and Engineer Corps shall receive same as is now allowed by law 
under similar circumstances to officers of the line with whom such officers re- 


woiey hold relative rank, and nomore; and all lawsand parts of laws incon- 
t herewith are hereby repealed. 


Mr. HISCOCK. I reserve a point of order on that amendment. 
Mr. KNOTT. 
tlemen of the House to this amendment; for if they are honestly in 
favor of an economical administration, as I have no doubt they all are, 
it seems to me it must commend itself to their approval at once. This 





Mr. Chairman, I invoke the careful attention of gen- | 


amendment not only offers an opportunity to practice the virtue of 
economy, but its adoption will correct what in my judgment is a most 
flagrant injustice. ; 

On Saturday last I called the attention of the Committee of the 
Whole to the fact that there is a most glaring disparity between the pay 
of line officers and the compensation of staff officers of the same rank; 
that commanders in the staff corps are receiving the same pay allowed 
to commodores in the line. I called attention to the further fact that 
this disparity entails upon the Government an unnecessary expense of 
over $110,000 a year, which we ought to save. Asa matter of econ- 
omy, therefore, the amendment commends itself, it seems to me, to the 
best judgment of every gentleman on this floor. 

But as a matter of mere justice, the amendment ought to be adopted. 
Wherefore should a staff officer of a given rank receive more pay than 
a line officer of the same rank? Nothing suits officers of course until 
they get rank. Now if they will have rank—if nothing but rank will 
suftice them—let them take rank cum onere. If they will be captains 
let them be satisfid with the pay of captains. If they will be command- 
ers, let them put up with the compensation of a commander. Let them 
not come in and clamor for rank, and then clamor for additional pay. 

This issimply a business proposition. If we desire to save this amount 
of money, the enactment of this proposition into a law will effect that 
saving. If we want to put a stop to the eternal bickering which I am 
told is going on between officers of the respective staff corps and officers 
of the line, this will have a tendency to put a stop to that unpleasant 
state of things. 

I undertake to say it can not be successfully asserted that any staff- 
officer of one of the higher grades should receive more pay than is allowed 
to a line-officer of the same rank. The singular fact is, Mr. Chairman 
(and every gentleman on this floor must appreciate it), that the higher 
the officer gets in rank the less he has todo. While an engineer, a 
paymaster, or other officer of inferior rank has to go to sea, taking all 
the perils of the ocean and of the climate, the pay director, the pay in- 
spector, the chief engineer, the medical director, and the medical in- 
spector stay at home. Those officers who are obliged to go to sea not 
| only incur all the additional perils but actually perform more labor, 
and they get less pay. As a matter of sheer justice, as well as econ- 
omy, it seems to me every gentleman should give his assent to this 
amendment. 

The CHAIRMAN. Does the gentleman from New York [Mr. His- 
COocK] withdraw his point of order? 

Mr. HISCOCK. No, sir. 

The CHAIRMAN. The gentleman will state it. 

Mr. HISCOCK. There is nothing in the proposition as submitted by 
which it can be determined whether it increases or decreases expendi- 
tures. The point of order I make is that a provision to be admissible 
under the rule must, if it changes existing law, show upon its face 
that it decreases expenditures. 

TheCHAIRMAN. Doesthegentleman from Kentucky [Mr. Knorr] 
desire to be heard on the point of order? 

Mr. KNOTT. I have not run down the various allowances in this 
section, but I infer from the pay table this amendment taken in con 
nection with the text shows itself there must be a reduction. 

And more than that, sir, I suppose that the members of this House 
are presumed at least to know what the Jaw is, and they are presumed 
to know what pay these various officers get. Unless they show it does 
not retrench expenditure, it certainly is germane and ought to be enter- 
tained as in order. 

Mr. CALKINS. Let me ask the gentleman from Kentucky a ques- 
tion? 

Mr. KNOTT. Certainly. 

Mr. CALKINS. Does the amendment provide that the pay of the 
staff shall be the same as line officers of the same rank now get? 

Mr. KNOTT. Yes, sir. 

Mr. ROBESON. I suggest to the gentleman from Kentucky this 
fact, that some staff officers in some grades ranking with line officers 
get more pay now and some get less. Does he propose to put the line 
officers up and the staff officers down, assome already get more and some 
get less? 

Mr. KNOTT. I am glad the gentleman has called my attention to 
that point. There is but one salary in the Navy where a line officer 
gets more than a staff officer. Let us commence with the cadet-mid- 
shipman and cadet-engineers. The midshipman, after graduation, gets 
average pay, on sea-service, of all in grade, $950; the cadet-engineer, 
$1,000; ensign, $1,244; assistant surgeons, $1,700; assistant paymasters, 
$1,700; and assistant engineers, $1,725; masters, $1,886; passed-assist- 
ant surgeons, $2,184; passed-assistant paymasters, $2,000; and past-as- 
sistant engineers, $2,000. Now come to the grade of lieutenant. The 
lieutenant, $2,556; passed-assistant surgeons get $2,200; passed-assist- 
ant paymasters, $2,105; and passed-assistant engineer, $2,185. Inevery 
other grade in the Navy the staff officer gets more than the line officer 
| with whom he holds relative rank. 

Mr. BUTTERWORTH. I wish to ask my friend from Kentucky 
whether he does not know that it is the fact in every branch of the serv- 
ice officers who are required to make disbursements of money and 
who are required to give large bonds are uniformily paid more than 
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those not charged with such responsibility? And I ask him whether 
he deems it just to reduce the pay of such ir view of that fact? 
Mr. KNOTT. I certainly think it is just. It is a considerable bur- 


den to require aman to give a bond, but it is hardly as onerous as to | 


require a man to stand up and stop a minie-ball or bombshell. It is a 
great hardship on the paymaster to have to give a bond, but the mas- 


ter of the navy, with whom he holds relative rank, must brave the per- | 


ils of the storm. He must stand upon the quarter-deck when the tem- 

is howling. He must stand by his gun on the perilous edge of 
hattle. And then where is your paymaster? Down below sate be- 
tween decks. 

[Here the hammer fell. ] 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair desires that gentlemen shall confine 
their arguments to the point of: order. 

Mr. BUTTERWORTH. I wish to discuss the point of order, and I 
will keep as near to it as the gentleman from Kentucky [ Mr. Knorr], 
if the Chair will indulge me. I will just say in reply to him that as a 
piece of rhetorical exercise his argument is a good one. But I think it 
ought not to commend itself to the favor of this House. Now, on the 
theory of my friend from Kentucky, the man who goes before the mast 
should receive a higher salary than the man who walks the quarter- 
deck and commands the vessel, and the man who marches and carries 


a musket should receive a greater compensation than the man who | 
commands the company, and the captain than the brigadier-general who | 


commands the brigade, the brigadier-general being exposed to less danger 
than the captain and the captain to less danger than the man who goes 
before the mast. It is a question of responsibility. 


who disburses the funds to a strict responsibility. His responsibility 


is greater, and in every avocation of life it is the custom, not only of the | 


Government but of private individuals, to pay men in direct proportion 
to the responsibility and care that devolves on them. 

I wish to say further touching the pay of paymasters that they not 
only act as paymasters in paying the men, but also in the role of quar- 
termastersand commissaries. I for one will not agree that this increased 
responsibility shall not have increased compensation. 

Mr. HISCOCK. I insist, Mr. Chairman, that the debate shall be 
confined to the point of order. 


Mr. ROBESON. I desire to discuss the point of order. It is ad- 


mitted, Mr. Chairman, this proposition puts up the pay of some officers | 


and puts down the pay of others. 

Mr. BLOUNT. Let me ask the gentleman a question. 
man from Kentucky says that it puts up the pay of staff oficers in only 
asingle instance. I should like to know whether that statement is 
confirmed by the information of the gentleman from New Jersey ? 

Mr. ROBESON. I say that this proposition puts up the pay of some 
officers and puts down the pay of others. But it is impossible to ap- 
proach that subject understandingly from the point exactly of similar 
rank, because the two corps of the service take their rank under differ- 


ent conditions. It is impossible for us to do that, because the staff 
They | 


officers have a certain limit of rank beyond which they never go. 
enter the service at a later period of life, and the man who comes in at 
twenty-five, possibly with the burdens of a family on him, should be 
entitled under the circumstances to more pay than a boy who comes in 
at sixteen, although his rank may be the same. 


So when these various ranks have been determined they have been | 


determined without entering into thequestion of pay. They have been 
determined without entering into the question of length of service at 
all; so that the position taken by the gentleman from New York in 
making this point of order is this, that the amendment of the gentle- 
man from Kentucky is so uncertain on the admitted facts of the case 
that you can not tell from it whether it reduces expenditures upon the 
whole ornot. That is all. 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair desires to say that the gentleman from 
New York makes the point of order that this proposed amendment 
changes existing law and does not retrench expenditures. That it 
changes existing law there is no question of doubt. The gentleman 
from Kentucky states himself, as to the effect of the amendment, that 
it increases some salaries and decreases some others. That being a ques- 
tion of fact, and one which the Chair is unable to determine whether 
upon the whole it increases or reduces expenditures, the Chair feels it 
his duty to submit the question to the committee. 
order made by the gentleman from New York be sustained ? 

The committee divided; and there were—ayes 61, noes 52. 

Mr. KNOTT. I demand tellers on this vote. 

Mr. Knorr and Mr. Hiscock were appointed tellers. 

— committee again divided; and the tellers reported—ayes 68, noes 


a ga further count being demanded) the point of order was sus- 
ned. 

Mr. KNOTT. I desire now, Mr. Chairman, to modify my amendment 
by making an exception of the grade of lieutenant, which takes it en- 
tirely out of the point of order. 

The CHAIRMAN. The gentleman can modify the amendment by 
unanimous consent. Is there objection to the proposed modification ? 

There was no objection. 

Mr. KNOTT, | now submit the amendment as modified, 


You hoid a man | 


The gentle- | 


Shall the point of 


The CHAIRMAN. The Clerk will read the amendment as modfied 
The Clerk read as follows: 


Provided, That from and after the passage of this act officers of the Medical, 
Pay, and Engineer Corps, except those holding the grade of lieutenant. shall re 
ceive the same pay as is now allowed by law ander similar circumstanves ‘o offi 
cers of the line with whom such officers respectively hold relative rank and no 
more; and all laws and parts of laws inconsistent herewith are hereby repealed. 


Mr. HISCOCK. I make the same point of order upon that in its 
present shape that I made before. 1 do not see why it does not apply 
toit just as well now as it did before this modification was made. There 
is nothing, in other words, in the modification that takes it from under 
| the operation of the point of order by showing that it is a decrease of 
| expenditures. 

Mr. KNOTT. The gentleman from New York must know that the 
| pay of all of these officers, irrespective of grade, is fixed by law; and 
| certainly the gentlemen when they prepared this bill had before them 
| the pay-tables made up under that law which show the amount each 
| of these officers is entitled to receive. Here is the pay-table before me 
for all of the officers in the service; and I undertake to say that these 
tables made up under the law of which we are bound to take cognizance, 
show a state of facts of which we are bound to take cognizance, that in 
every grade, except lieutenant, there will be a diminution of expend- 
| itures, and if we exclude that grade the total amount of the diminution 
will be over $110,000 a year by equalizing this pay. 

I am supposed to do justice to all of the grades and let staff officers 
of all ranks all along the line receive the same pay as is received by offi- 
cers of the line, and no more. In other words, I would put all that 
grade of officers upon the same footing as to pay. 
| from New York objected to that. 


But the gentleman 
In order, therefore, to effect the sav 
ing to which I have called attention I have made an exception of the 
grade of lieutenant, and until gentlemen can get up and show that the 
amendment will increase expenditures the point of order can not lie 
against it. 

Mr. CANNON. Will the gentleman allow me to ask him a ques- 
tion? He makes, as I understand him, the point that thisamendment 
decreases the pay of the staff by bringing it down to the same grade of 
pay as is now allowed to the line officers? 

Mr.KNOTT. Ido. That ismyproposition. If thegentleman will 
| attend for a moment I will say that as the law now stands captains on 
the staff get the pay of commodores in the line when they do not even 
have to go to sea, and junior officers of the staff receive more pay in 
some cases than officers of a higher grade who are performing service at 
| Sea. 

Mr. HISCOCK. My. Chairman, itis possibly true, as has been stated, 
that working out through these tables of pay the total amount of the 
pay that ail of these men receive, owing to the lengthof service and all 
of the other conditions which enter into the calcwations, it may be 

| possible to show that the gentleman from Kentucky is right in his eal- 
culations. I say that I do not know but that it may so appear. 

The CHAIRMAN. Is the gentleman discussing the point of order ? 

Mr. HISCOCK. I am making my argument to sustain the point ot 
order. What I say is that there is nothing in the law itself, there is 
no statute in connection with it by which you can construe this amend 
ment which shows that the amendment in itself reduces expenditures 
| But taking into account certain facts which may or may not exist, but 

which I may concede to exist, if you please, or the amendment may 
have that effect, for the sake of argument, but still that is not enough. 
This amendment, fead in connection with the statute which governs the 
pay of these oflicers, must show upon its face that it reduces expendi- 
tures. 

Mr. THOMAS. A word upon the point of order. The pay of all 
officers of the Navy, staff and line, is fixed by law, and the chairman 
of the committee must take official notice of the law. The law shows 
that the staff oflicers and all the grades except the one which the gen- 
tleman trom Kentucky has excluded from his amendment receive larger 
salaries than officers of the line holding the same rank. 

Now there is no escape’ from the proposition that if the law fixes 
their pay at a higher rate, and this is a proposition to equalize their 
pay with officers of the line receiving less pay, it necessarily must re- 
duce expenditures and consequently is not subject to the point of order. 

Mr. HISCOCK. I want to say a word further in reference to this 
| subject. Iam told, and I have no doubt correctly, that there are at 
least a dozen tacts which enter into this computation of pay: length of 
service, of time of entering the service, and I do not know how many 
more. * The gentleman in front of me { Mr. ROBESON ], whohas had ex- 
perience in reference to the matter, says that there are perhaps twenty 
facts existing outside of the law which must be taken into considera- 
tion, of which the Department must take notice, which fixes this ques- 
tion of pay. 

In reference to this class of officers, the staff officers, as I understand 
it, and I am not very conversant with the subject, are not entitled to 
promotion as rapidly as officers of the line. They can not go as high 
as they can in the line; they remain stationary longer. And there- 
fore their pay as of that rank isincreased. There are all of these con- 
siderations which enter into determining the amount which shall be 
paid to them, none of which appear on the statute and of none of which 
can you take notice in deciding this question, 
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Mr. ROBESON. I will call the attention of the committee to this 
fact, to which I alluded before, that is, that the question of the rank 
of staff officers is determined upon different principles, under different 
conditions, and by different tests from those which apply to the line. 
For instance, you will find that there are for the pay of surgeons, pay- 
masters, and engineers five different periods of pay—<1l in the same 
rank: first five years after date of commission, second five years after 
date of commission, third five years after date of commission, fourth 
five years after date of commission, and fifth after twenty years from 
date of commission; and all with different grades of pay, all in the 
same rank, and all affected by this amendment. And so the thing goes 
down the whole line of the service. For instance, no staff officer in the 
ordinary line of service can rise above the rank of captain. As chicf 
of a bureau he may hold a temporary appointment for four years, semi- 
civil appointment, and has the temporary rank of commodore. No other 
staff oflicer can rise above the rank of captain. 

That is provided for this reason. These gentlemen go into a service 
in which they have not command. They go to discharge important 
duties in that service. But the conditions of the service are not con- 
sistent with giving them high rank or the command which goes with 
it. So that, though a man may have been thirty years in service as a 
surgeon or engineer, you can not have him above the rank of captain; 
for otherwise he would command the ship he isin. They are kept 
down by the necessities of their condition. They do not run through 
all the grades. They do not advance as rapidly as officers in the line. 

All these things enter into the conditions which determine these 
ranks; and if you make the ranks determine the pay you launch your- 
selves on an uncertain sea. 

Mr. BRAGG. I would like to make an inquiry of the gentleman 
from New Jersey. When the gentleman prepared his bill last year, by 
which he prevented a midshipman from getting to be a captain unless 
he lived to be ahundred years old, did he take that fact into considera- 
tion when providing for the prolongation of the time for promotion to 
be followed by increase of pay? Lf the argument be good which the 
gentleman has just made ought he not to help the line by increasing 
their pay so as to repair the injury he did by taking away their right 
of promotion ? 

Mr. ROBESON. The facts upon which the gentleman founds his 
argument or suggestion do not exist. 

Mr. KNOTT. My distinguished friend from New Jersey [Mr. RoBe- 
SON ] makes a plea for these staff officers on account of the tardiness of 
their promotion and the great length of time they have to stay in the 
service before they get to be anything. 

Mr. ROBESON. Will the gentleman pardon me for interrupting him 
that I may make a correction and then he can answer me? I did not 
say on account of their tardiness of promotion, but on account of the 
fact that the conditions of the service do not permit them to go higher 
than a certain grade. 

Mr. KNOTT. Ltook the Navy Register and went through the various 
navy-yards as a matter of curiosity to see how these officers stood. In 
the Portsmouth navy-yard the commandant receives $4,000 a year, and 
he entered the service in 1840. D. B. Macomb, chief engineer with the 
rank of commodore, gets $4,000, the same pay as the commandant, and 
he went into the service in 1849. At the Boston navy-yard the com- 
modore commanding went into the service in 1839, and now gets $4,000 
a year. The chief engineer, with the rank of commander and with the 
same pay, went in in 1852. In New York the conimodore command- 
ing wen’ in in 1841, and the chief engineer, getting the same pay with 
the rank of commander, went in in 1851. 

So there we tind, so far from the promotion in the staff being less rapid 
than in the line, it is a great deal more rapid, so far as the pay is con- 
cerned. You tind men who are gray in the service and higher in rank 
getting no more pay than their subordinates who entered, ten, fifteen, 
or twenty years later. Therefore there can be no argument at all de- 
duced from the length of service. 

The point was made by my distinguished friend from Ohio [Mr. 
BUTTERWORTH] that there ought to be some discrimination in conse- 
quence of the responsibilities that these officers assume. The pay- 
master, for instance, is responsible for the amount of money which he 
distributes. But the lieutenant or the master, with whom he holds 
rank, is responsible for the safety of the ship and of every soul upon 
her, including that of the ——s if he has any. Why, there is no 
comparison in the responsibility resting upon the officers. 

{ Here the hammer fell. ] 

The CHAIRMAN. The rules of the House prevent legislation upon 
an appropriation bill unless it retrenchesexpenditures. It has always, 
or generally, been held by the occupant of the chair that an amendment 
changing existing law to be in order must reduce expenditures and 
such reduction must appear upon its face. The Chair is unable to de- 
termine whether this amendment reducesexpenditures ornot. But he 
regards it in the same line as the other amendment which has just been 
decided by the committee not to bein order. Therefore, under the con- 
flicting statements which have been made by the gentleman from New 
York [Mr. Htscock] and the gentleman from Kentucky [Mr. Knorr], 
one claiming that the amendment retrenches expenditures and the other 
that it does not-—— 





Mr. KNOTT. I do not understand that there was any discrepancy 
between our statements; that the gentleman from New York [Mr. His- 
COCK } disputed one word that I said. 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair did not so state. 

Mr. KNOTT. The gentleman never disputed a syllable of my state- 
ment. 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair understood the gentleman from New 

York [Mr. Htscock] and the gentleman from New Jersey [Mr. Rosr- 
SON] both to state tothe Committee of the Whole that_the amendment 
offered by the gentleman from Kentucky [Mr. Knorr] might or might 
not reduce expenditures; while the statement of the gentleman from 
Kentucky was to the effect that his amendment would probably reduce 
expenditures something like $100,000. 

Mr. KNOTT. It was simply a statement on the part of those gen 
tlemen that they did not know whether it would reduce expenditures 
or not. 

The CHAIRMAN. There being a question of fact involved, and the 
Chair being unwilling to rule out the amendment without the com 
mittee having an opportunity to pass upon it, the Chair will submit to 
the committee the question whether or not the point of order made by 
the gentleman from New York [Mr. Hiscock] against the amendment 
of the gentleman from Kentucky [Mr. Knott] shall be sustained. 

The question was taken; and upon a division there were—ayes 47, 
noes 56. 

Mr. BUTTERWORTH. No quorum has voted. 

Tellers were ordered; and Mr. Hiscock and Mr. KNOTT were ap 
pointed. 

The committee again divided; and the tellers reported that there 
were—ayes 59, noes 70. 

So (no further count being called for) the point of order was not sus 
tained. 

The CHAIRMAN. The question is upon the amendment of the gen- 
tleman from Kentucky. 

Mr. HARRIS, of Massachusetts. I rise tooppose theamendment. | 
am sorry that this amendment introduces into this House that fight be- 
tween the line and the staff of the Navy which has been, and which | 
suppose will ever continue to be, one of the great disturbing elements in 
that branch of the service. 

The gentleman from Kentucky will pardon me for saying that this 
amendment does not originate in any disposition to cut down the pay of 
the staff, but in the hope ultimately of raising the pay of the line. It 
is not, as I understand it, for the purpose of equalizing the pay of the 
line and the pay of the staff, but it is striking a blow at the staff only. 

The staff officers of the Navy enter the service after having educated 
themselves; I speak of those of the pay corps, the medical corps, ete. 
A pay officer enters the service after having been educated at his own 
expense, while a line officer goes through the Naval Academy, is edu- 
cated there at the expense of the Government, and not only receives his 
education but is paid $600 a year during the time he is in the academy. 

Again, astaff officer, a pay director or a paymaster, has to give a bond 
of $20,000 for the faithful discharge of the duties of his office. Now I 


do not see any reason why a man performing the responsible duty of 


paymaster under bonds should not have more pay than a line ofticer 
who is simply waiting for an opportunity to take some command, and 
is doing absolutely nothing. 

Take those line officers, for instance, who were in the Navy at the 
commencement of our war, and who have advanced in rank to captains, 
commodores, and rear-admirals, and are now enjoying the rank and re- 
ceiving the pay of those higher ‘grades; while the paymaster who went 
through that service, and for aught I know many of them met the same 
dangers and incurred the same perils as the line officers, have stopped 
at the rank of captain and can go no higher. 

While I might be willing to revise this whole subject of pay and 
equalize the pay of the officers of the Navy, yet it seems to me that be- 
fore I entered upon that work I would refer the subject to some com- 
mittee of this House in order that it might be brought before the House 
in some bill which had been carefully considered and prepared. This 
proposition introduced here is entirely new 1 nm; it never has 
had the consideration of any committee of this House. I hope, there- 
fore, the amendment will not be adopted. 

Mr. ROBESON. I trust euiees of the committee will understand 


the full force and effect of this amendment before they vote it on this: 


bill. When we look atthe length of service of the older engineers in 
the Navy, for instance, we must remember that it is within the mem- 
ory of the present generation that steam was introduced into our Navy 
as an important element in the movement of ships; that the engineers 
who came into the service at that time came in at advanced ages. Of 
course a man who at twenty-ci tor thirty years of age came into the 
engineer corps suffers in length of service by fourteen years, if you 
please, with the man who entered as a midshipman at the age of fif- 
teen. Therefore the relations of the two can not be considered in that 
way. 

You must remember that the man who entered as engineer before 
we had provided that engineers should erence ts at the Naval Academy— 
and that was but a few years , not more than ten—came into the 
service as a man with 1s enention Ghventiy acquired, with his profes- 
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sion attained, with his proficiency assured, a full-fledged engineer. I 
speak of the engineers now merely as a matter of comparison. They 
came into the service at a ripe age. 

Now, you must remember that while they came in late in life, no 


yond a certain grade. 
“ Mr. KNOTT. What is that grade? 

Mr. ROBESON. Itis the grade of captain. But one of a staff corps, 
and he only for a temporary period, and by reason of the fact that he is | 
chief of a burean, can advance beyond the grade of captain. 

I have already shown this committee that the rank of these staff offi- 
cers is determined on principles different from those which determine 
the rank of line officers; and therefore there is manifest injustice, abso- 
lute wrong, in determining their pay by a criterion which does not 
equally apply to them. That seems to me to be too plain for argument 
when addressed to the judgment of fair men. 

These men, as I have said, enter the service at a later age; are con- | 
fined to a lower grade; never have the prospects of the higher rank and 
the higher pay; their condition in the service and the necessities of the 
organization keep them down. We can not afford to make them higher 
than captains; and we can hardly ever afford to send the captains to 
sea, because if they went they might as captains rank their command 
ing officers. Thus the policy of the regulations of the service and the 
laws governing it keep them down in the lower ranks. While they re- 
ceive higher pay than their mere rank on account of increased service 
in it, they do not receive any higher pay than they would have had if 
the lapse of time had taken them to the higher rank which under other 
conditions they would have attained. 

The CHAIRMAN. Debate on the amendment is exhausted. 

Mr. KNOTT. Mr. Chairman, I move pro forma to amend the amend- 
ment by striking out the last word. ITadmit that rank inthe staff and 
in the line is regulated, and must be regulated on altogether different 
principles; but I can not see how an officer who goes into the service 
ten, fifteen, or twenty years after another can by virtue of that fact be 
justly entitled to the same amount of pay that the older officer gets. 
It seems to me this is an injustice to the officer who has spent years in 
the service. According to the position of the gentleman from New 
Jersey, he who comes in at the eleventh hour is entitled to just asmuch 
as those who have borne the heat and burden of the day. As a matter 
ef grace that may be true, but as a matter of justice it is impossible. 

I desire to say to my friend from Massachusetts [Mr. Harris], who 
seems to deprecate bringing upon this floor a fight between the line and 
the staff, that no line officer has asked me to take any step that I am 
proposing to take in this matter. I have not been importuned by asol- 
itary line officer in regard to any position which I assume. Probably 
it is not any violation of confidence to say that I have been appealed to 
by gentlemen of the staff, ‘‘ For God’s sake, don’t cut down our pay at 
the rate of $500 a year.’’? I wish to say, in my own justification, that 
I propose thisamendment in good faith, as being demanded by the best 


interests of the country—as being called for by the all-prevalent cry of | 


retrenchment and economy. 

Mr. HARRIS, of Massachusetts. I hope the gentleman did not un- 
derstand me as implying that he was actuated by any but the best mo- 
tives. I simply said-that this is recognized as the old fight between the 
line and the staff. 

Mr. KNOTT. I am not responsible forthat. Iam fighting here for 
the people and. for the people’s money. I donotstand here asking that 


Congress shall resolve itself into a great eleemosynary institution to dis- | 


tribute charity to staff officers or anybody else. Pay every officer a fair 
remuneration for his services, but give him nothing by way of gratuity. 


MESSAGE FROM THE SENATE. 


The committee rose informally; and the Speaker having resumed the 
chair, a message from the Senate by Mr. SyMPsoN, one of its clerks, 
announced that the Senate had agreed to the amendment of the House 
to the amendments of the Senate to the bill (H. R. 1294) more effect- 
ually to suppress gaming in the District of Columbia. 


NAVAL APPROPRIATION BILL. 


The Committee of the Whole House on the state of the Union re- 
sumed its session. 

Mr. THOMAS. Mr. Chairman, I desire to support the amendment 
proposed by the gentleman from Kentucky. It has been urged here 
that great consideration should be given to members of the staff corps 
by reason of their having educated themselves, while the line officers 
have been educated at the expense of the Government. Let me call 
attention to the fact that a line officer in the Navy is educated to per- 
form all the duties pertaining to the care and command of aship. A 
line officer must command a ship, and this, too, without regard to his 
rank. He may be a commodore, he may be a captain, he may be a 
poe wee No matter how high the relative rank of any staff offi- 
cer on board the ship may be, that staff officer never can take command. 
But it is urged here by the gentleman from New Jersey that these staff 
officers have greater pay because they can not rise higher than the 
grades fixed for officers who command stations and fleets. Upon enter- 
ing the service a staff officer has seven years added to his time of serv- 
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ice to start with, in order to recompense him for not having been edu- 
cated by the Government. 


Taik about a staff officer receiving more pay than his commander! 


rt t Why do you not give members of your Cabinet more pay than you do 
matter how long they remain in the service they can not advance be- | 


the President of the United States? Why do you not give the boat 
swains, carpenters, and sailmakers aboard a ship more than you do a 
commander ? 

Let us look for a moment at the pay table as set forth on the first page 
of the Naval Register. We tind that medical and pay directors, medical 
and pay inspectors, and chief engineers, having the same rar’: at sea, re 
ceive $4,400 each, while a commodore in only one sort of service receives 
more pay; that is when he isatsea. Onshore he receives $400 less pay, 
and on leave $300 less. A captain who may command a station ora fleet 
receives 31,400 less pay than a medical inspe ctor or a medical director; 
when on waiting orders he receives $1,800 Jess. J 
advantage in respect of pay to these specialists, these men who are ap 
pointed’ for the purpose simply of assisting the commander of a ship mm 
the discharge ot his duties? They are no part of the military branch of 
the naval establishment; they require no special naval edueation to 
qualify them to perform their duties, for they can never command. They 
require no special training at the Naval Academy, because their calling 
is purely civil. A paymaster may be edneated anywhere in civil life 
When he comes into the Navy, he is simply required to discharge a 
civilian’s duty An engineer when he goes into the Navy requires no 
more education than the engineer who goes into the merchant marine upon 
a vessel running between New York and Liverpool A doctor going into 
the Navy requires no greater qualification than one who practices his 
profession in civil life. Why talk about their not being advanced to a 


sit right to give an 


| certain rank as an argument in favor of giving them more pay than 


the captain of a vessel? I say that the different rate of pay for the 
same rank is an outrage. There is no justification for it in the world 
This is a step in the nght direction, and whether it be a fight between 
the line or staff or whatever it may be, it is a thing that ought to have 
been done long ago, and it is a burning shame that the American Con 
gress has not changed the law governing this matter of the pay of the 
staff so as to equalize it with that of the line 

{ Here the hammer fell. ] 

Mr. KNOTT. I withdraw my pre forma amendment 

Mr. HISCOCK. I move to strike out the last word. Now, Mr 
Chairman, if I understand the amendment of the gentleman from Ken 
tucky, its particular feature is that it strikes down increase of pay for 
length of service. Ido not know whether this point has been made 
distinctly before the committee, but Lask the committee to consider 
whether it is now willing to make that radical change in our present 
law. 

First, I call attention tothe facet alluded to before, that the highest 
rank which can be received by the staffis that of captain. They ean 
not get promotion beyond that. So far as the line is concerned the law 
is modeled on a plan which looks to promotion after five years’ service, 
but it does not look to promotion beyond ‘the rank of captain so far as 
the staffis concerned. Surgeons, paymasters, and chief-engineers re 
ceive for the first five years after date of Commission $2,800 as sea-pay ; 
after the second five years after date of commission 83,200; after the 
third five years after date of commission $3,500, an increase of $300 a 
year, and after the fourth five vears after date of commission $3,700. 
Atter twenty years from: date of commission they receive $4,200 a year 
They have expended the best periods of their lives in the service, and 
on account of length of service, after expending twenty years in the 
service, they get that increase of pay. 

Now, a commodore only gets $4,500 a year for sea-service, and for 
shore duty $4,000 a year; but he gets his $4,000 from the date of his 
commission. Whenever he has come to that position he takes it and 
he takes its emoluments. Now, simply because there are a few men, 
by reason of length of service, with families accumulated on their hands, 
who have grown old in the service, a few of them, who receive these 
salaries in excess of those in command of vessels, perhaps, a howl is 
raised against the whole staff to strike it all down, and these appeals 
are made by these guardians of .the people’s money 

Two or three instances probably exist, and only two or three, in 
which that state of fact exists, and those instances are invoked for the 
purpose of prejudicing the staff of the Navy. I for one believe that, 
having wasted the best period of their lives in the service, they should 
receive this compensation. Iam willing to join hands with any gen 
tleman in reducing, if you please, the staff of the Navy. If we have 
too many, strike it down; but what we liave I think should be ade- 
quately paid. 

{Here the hammer fell. ] 

Mr. SHALLENBERGER. Mr. Chairman, I rise to oppose the amend- 
ment. I think if the members of the committee will carefully ob- 
serve theamendment to the amendment of the gentleman from Kentucky 
{Mr. Knorr] they will see at once how unfair, how unjust the propo 
sition is. Now theoriginal amendment had something of fairness on its 
face. It proposed to equalize the pay of line and staff, but this second 
amendment proposes not to equalize the pay but to strike down or leave 
out one grade of the staff. 

I would like to ask the gentleman from Kentucky why if he proposes 
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to equalize the pay at all he does not fully and fairly equalize it? 
does he strike at the grade of lieutenant ? 
is a passed assistant engineer in the Navy to-day who thirteen yearsago, I 
wm informed, instructed a present lieutenant in the line, which lieu- 
tenant of the line now receives $400 more salary than this passed as- 
sistant engineer. If length of service be worth anything, and I think 
it is, if ability to instruct an officer of the line thirteen years is 
worth anything, and education counts for anything with the gentle- 
man from Kentucky, I ask him why he does not allow his amendment 
to be equalizing in tact as it pretends to be on its face, and not exception- 
ally injurious to one grade of the staff, which, as I say, contains a gentle- 
man of education and culture who thirteen yearsago was able to instruct 
these same gentlemen of the line at the Naval Academy but who to- 
day draws $400 a year less pay? 

i venture to say, Mr. C ‘hairman, that the responsibility resting on an 
engineer officer of the Navy at sea on one of our improved modern 
steam sloops of war, so comple tely filled as they are with alk manner 
of intricate and expensive machinery, is equal to that of an oflicer of 
the line of the same relative rank and pay. Under the improved sys- 
tem of naval architecture the duties of a naval officer are not by any 
meuns Wholly on deck. They are largely to be performed under cover, 


and have to do with steam and electrical m: whinery rather than wind | 


and sail. Late inventions and improvements in machinery, steam 
and electrical, are calling for men to officer the future American Navy 
of the very best talent and the very best technical education. It is 
an unfortunate time to strike at, by an a amendment, all 
these men in the Engineer Corps of the Navy in the way the gentle- 
man from Kentucky is disposed to do. 

| think the amendment as originally proposed had a semblance of 
thirness about it, when we have lieutenants of the line, two hundred 
and eighty of them in commission, drawing $700,000 every year out of 
the Treasury of the United States—more money than the entire En- 
gineer Corps draws, including the captains, towhom the gentleman so 
tacetiously and sarcastically alludes—when we pay more for lieuten- 
ants of the line in the Navy than we pay for the engineers all together. 
I think it comes with an ill grace from any member of this House to 
move to strike at that one statf corps of the Navy, composed of so many 
men of honor and culture, a larger proportionate number of whom are 
to-day on sea service than any other corps in the Navy can show. 

The CHAIRMAN. Debate upon the pending amendment is ex- 
hausted. 

Mr. HISCOCK. 


I withdraw the pro forma amendment. 
Mr. KNOTT. 


1 renew it. 


The gentleman from Pennsylvania seems, Mr, Chairman, to be labor- 


ing under a very singular misapprehension in accusing me of intending 
any injustice to the engineers or other staff officers of the rank of lieu- 
tenant in the Navy. Let me recur to the facts and call the gentleman’s 
attention to them briefly. 1 offered an amendment in the first instance 
equalizing the pay of all these officers, commencing with the highest and 
going down to the very lowest grade, including the grade of lieutenants, 
which I admitted at the time showed a disparity in favor of the line 
officers, and I was willing that the staff officers of that grade should 
come up and be equalized in reference to their pay with others. But 
the point of order was made upon the amendment. I thought the 
point of order was not well taken. It was submitted, however, to the 
committee, and if 1 am not mistaken the gentleman from Pennsylvania 
himself voted that it was well taken. That forced me to the necessity 
of striking out that grade entirely so as to make ‘the amendment un- 
objectionable to the point of order; and, as I have said, if I am not 
mistaken the gentleman from Pennsylvania voted so as to place himself 
in the very difliculty of which he now complains with reference to this 
amendment. 

I have no objection at all, let me say, to these engineers of the rank 
of lieutenant, and no desire to do injustice to them. I will admit, if 
it please the gentleman from Pennsylvania, that I have no doubt they 
are the best educated men on the face of the earth; at least I am not 
going to dispute thatassertion here. I am not going to dispute the fact 
at all that when the staff officers of that grade shall die out all the wis- 
dom and enlightenment of the world will go into the grave with them. 
But I was precluded on the point of order from doing them justice. 
I still insist that there is, however, a question which should have some 
weight with the minds of Represenatives upon this floor, and that is 
that there is something of justice due to the people and to the Treas- 
ury of the United States as to these officers themselves. But, as I say, 
I was overruled. So I will ask the gentleman ‘‘not to shake his gory 
locks at me.’’ If anybody has prevented justice being done to these 
exalted and superlatively wise officers in our Navy ‘thou shalt not say 
it was I that did it.’’ The responsibility must rest with the gentleman 
himself and his friends. 

A great deal of stress has been laid upon the fact that these poor, 
down-trodden officers can not go higher than # the gate of captain in the 
service. Now, carry into effect the provisions of bill and make your 
promotions to the grade of rear-admiral by selection, and let me ask 
how many lieutenants will ever get to the grade of captain? Strike 
down your commodores and have your rear-admirals inted by se- 
lection, how many of the filly captains now in the line ever see the 
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promised land of rear-admiral? There is probably not a lieutenant 
living now who will reach that grade, and certainly not a master who wil! 
get beyond that grade. 

{Here the hammer fell. ] 

Mr. ROBESON. I rise to oppose the amendment. I desire to ca} 
attention to one other thing before we vote upon this question. I have 
already said here in this discussion that the officers who came in before 
we provided that the staff officers, the engineers particularly, should 
go through the course at the Naval Academy came in at a maturer age 
It must also be remembered that each one came in after having ac- 
quired his own education, at his own expense, and entered the service 
as a fully equipped man ready to do his duty; and that he is not to be 
compared, when it comes to the mere rank he holds, with those young 
men who have gone into the service for the sake of acquiring an edu- 
cation at the public expense. 

Now, it is very easy to see, as I have said before, how men will ad- 
vance to great ages, and through a long period of service, retaining the 
same grade; and if you attempt to fix their pay by the mere test of 
rank you ignore the whole question of advanced age and length ot 
You ignore the question of advancing age, with its superior 
faculties and superior education and efficiency going with it, and length 
of service, with its superior deserts and superior claims upon the com- 
mittee and the attention of the country. 1 would like also to say right 
now, as I had not time to look it up beforehand, that this amendment 
of the gentleman from Kentucky will increase the pay of certain staff 
officers largely, some of them as much as 50 per cent. 

Mr. KNOTT. Let me ask the gentleman from New Jersey which 
ones it will increase? 

Mr. ROBESON. It will increase the pay of all naval constructors, 
of chaplains, and of civil engineers. 

Mr. KNOTT. No; I beg the gentleman’s pardon, he is mistaken 
in the amendment. If he looks to the amendment he will see that it 
says officers of the medical, pay, and engineer corps; and does not say 
anything about preachers, constructors, or civil engineers. 

Mr. ROBESON. Then I am mistaken. I withdraw that objection 
I thought it applied to the whole staif. 

Mr. KNOTT. No, sir; only to those I have named. 

The CHATRMAN. The question is upon the amendment of the gen- 
tleman from Kentucky. The Chair assumes the pro forma amendment 
to have been withdrawa. 

Mr. KNOTT. Yes, sir; 1 withdraw the pro forma amendment. 

The question was taken; and the Chair decided that by the sound the 
amendment was rejected. 

Mr. KNOTT. 1 demand a division. 

The committee divided; and there were—ayes 53. noes 73. 

Mr. KNOTT. No quorum has voted. I demand tellers. 

The CHAIRMAN. The point of order being made that no quorum 
has voted, the Chair will appoint tellers. 

Mr. KNortt and Mr. ROBESON were appointed tellers. 

The committee again divided; and the tellers reported—ayes 68, noes 
82. 

So the amendment was not agreed to. 

Mr. ANDERSON. I desire to offer an amendment at line 30. 

The Clerk read as follows: 

In line 30 strike outall of the paragraph after the word “ hundred” and insert 

* Provided, That nothing in the act approved August 5, 1882, making appro- 
priations for the naval service shall be construed to apply to any cadet-midship- 
man or cadet-engineer who had completed his four years’ course at the Nava! 
Academy at the time of the passage of said act. 

Mr. CANNON. I make the point of order on that amendment. 

Mr. ANDERSON. What point of order? 

Mr. CANNON. That it changes existing law and does not retrench 
expenditure. 

Mr. ANDERSON. 1 would like to be heard upon that. I take it 
the amendment is to be construed as it appears on its face. On its face 
it reduces the amount of appropriation to $3,900,000. 

Mr. CANNON. I did not hear that partof the amendment read. If 
necessary, I will make the point of order to the provision alone which 
changes existing law. 

Mr. ANDERSON. What particular point does the gentleman make ? 

Mr. CANNON. I willstateit again. If the amendment reduces the 
amount to be appropriated, I failed to hear that part of it read. If it 
does, then I make the point of order to the provision which changes that 
law of August last. . 

Mr. ANDERSON. 

Mr. CANNON. I have just stated it. 

Mr. HISCOCK. If the amendment does not change the law, why 
does the gentleman offer the amendment ? 

Mr. ANDERSON. It does change the law; but it does reduce the 
expenditure; and there is just occasionally an opportunity for a sensible 
thing being got in under these infernal rules. My argument is that 
while the amendment changes the existing law it also reduces expend- 
itures and is not obnoxious to either one or both the points of order 
which have been made. But if the Chair is in doubt about it I hope 
he will do as he did with the two previous amendments, and submit 
the question as to the point of order to the Committee of the Whole. 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair bas no doubt this amendment is out 


What point of order? 























1883. CONGRESSIONAL 


1467 





of order. The point of order is good. While the amendment strikes 
out $39,000 it repeals the law of a year ago, a clause of the last appro- 
priation act, and by so doing may increase the expenditures far more | 
than that; and the amendment of the gentleman from Kansas upon its 
face does not show that it retrenches expenditures. 

Mr. ANDERSON. Then I offer the amendment modified so as to 
meet the objection. 

The Clerk read as follows: 

Strike out “‘$3,939,400"" and insert ‘* $3,900,000: Provided, That nothing inthe act 

approved August 5, 1882, shall be construed to apply to any cadet-midshipman, 

- orcadet-engineer who had completed his four years’ course at the Naval Academy 
at the time of the passage of said act.” 

Mr. CANNON. I rise to make the point of order on the proviso. 

Mr. ANDERSON. What point of order does the gentleman from 
[llinois make? 

Mr. CANNON. I make tie point of order to the proviso in the gen- | 
tleman’samendment. And I will call the attention of the Chair to what 
was the uniform ruling in the last session upon amendments of this 
kind, that where a provision in an amendment retrenches expenditures 
that may be in order, but where there is another provision in the amend- 
ment that changes existing law and which does not retrench expendi- 
tures youcan make the point of order to that provision so that the amend- | 
ment would stand in part and fall in part. There are two clauses in 
this amendment. 

Mr. ANDERSON. I desire to say in reply to the gentleman from 
Illinois that this amendment is presented as a whole. It is a motion 
to strike out and insert, and just as you can not divide that motion in 
ordinary legislation, so here you can not divide this amendment. It 
certainly reduces the expenditures proposed in this bill, and at the same 
time changes existing law. But the rule expressly provides that an 
amendment which does change existing law to be in order shall reduce 
expenditures, and this does that clearly and distinctly. 

Mr. BLOUNT. I desire to make an additional point of order to that 
made by the gentleman from Illinois, applying to that portion ofthe 
amendment which changes existing law and not to that which changes 
the amount. The language of the rule is: 


Nor shall any provision in such bill or amendment thereto changing existing 
law be in order, &c. 


There are several provisions in the gentleman’s amendment. One is 
to change the law in relation to certain cadets at Annapolis. That in- 
creases expenditures. The gentleman has another clause in his amend- 
ment which just arbitrarily reduces the amountinthe bill. With that 
I have nothing todo. But I do make the point of order as to the pro- 
vision changing existing law. 

Mr.CALKINS. While I am in full sympathy with the amendment 
offered by the gentleman from Kansas, and shall beg of the committee 
to allow an amendment of that kind to be submitted, I ain satisfied 
the point of order is well taken against the amendment. It has been | 
the uniform ruling of the different chairmen of the Committee of the | 
Whole, at least during the last two sessions, that where an amendment 
contains two substantive propositions the point of order will lie against 
either substantive proposition. This amendment has two substantive | 
propositions. ‘The one is to reduce the amount appropriated. To that | 
the point of order does not apply. The other is a substantive proposi- 
tion changing existing law, and to that the point of order applies. 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair desires to rule on the point of order. 
The Chair rules out from the gentleman’s amendment that part of it | 
which changes existing law, but will recognize the amendment and 
rule it in order so far as it changes the amount carried by the bill. 

Mr. ANDERSON. If the Chair will permit—— 

The CHAIRMAN. Does the gentleman want to be heard on the 
merits of his proposition ? 

Mr. ANDERSON. I desire to take an appeal from the decision of | 
the Chair. If the Chair had ruled the whole thing out he would per- 
haps have been right, but he is not right in ruling out a part of the 
amendment. 

The CHAIRMAN. 
the Chair? 

Mr. ANDERSON. Yes; on the ground that where a motion is made 
to strike out and insert, that is not a divisible motion. Therefore 
when the Chair undertakes to divide it, in my humble judgment the 
Chair has gone too far. 

The CHAIRMAN. The gentleman from Kansas [Mr. ANDERSON] | 
appeals from the decision of the Chair. The question is, Shall the de- 
cision of the Chair stand as the judgment of the committee ? 

Mr. MILLS. Is that debatable? | 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair will hear the gentleman. 

Mr. MILLS. I desire to say that two years ago, I believe it was, I 
offered an amendment to an appropriation bill in precisely the form in | 
which the gentleman from Kansas [Mr. ANDERSON] has offered his 
amendment, and to meet precisely the objection which he intends to 
meet by the form he has adopted. 

rule requires that if a proposition amends existing law it must 
go still further and reduce expenditures. Any proposition in an appro- 
priation bill that changes existing law, if it reduces expenditures, is 
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purpose. Who is there here who does not know that this portion of 
the rules was prepared by the gentleman from Indiana [Mr. HoLMAN ] 
and the gentleman trom Pennsylvania [ Mr. RANDALL] for the express 
purpose of permitting in appropriation bills propositions to reduce sala- 
ries under existing laws? 

Mr. CALKINS. Will the gentleman allow me a moment ? 

Mr. MILLS. Certainly. 

Mr. CALKINS. That was the ruling originally when these rules 
were first codified. The point of order was made against the whole 
amendment, not against any substantive provision of the amendment. 
Subsequently, when the difference was pointed out, and very nicely, 
too, by the gentleman from Pennsylvania [| Mr. RANDALL], at a time 
when I had the honor to preside, it was ruled that a point of order 
could be made against any provision of the amendment or any provis 
; that the point of order 

It was in that way that 
the ruling was established 

Mr. MILLS. If that is the rule, then the sooner we undo it 
better. If that be true, then you have no use for the rule 

If a member can make a point of order to any provision.of the amend 


the 


| ment and thus strike out the very part intended by the member offer 


ing it to give it force so as to bring it within the rule and submit the 
proposition to the House, then the whole purpose of the rule is gone 

As a matter of course, you can move to reduce expenditures; nobody 
doubts that at all. But if you are denied the right to move a propo 
sition to change existing law, then the very object of the rule is gon 

The CHAIRMAN. ‘The question is upon the appeal from the de 
Shall the decision of the Chair stand as the judg 
ment of the committee ? 

The question was taken; and the decision of the Chair was sustained 

Mr. CALKINS. I offer as a proviso to the pending paragraph that 
which I send to the Clerk’s desk. 

The Clerk read as follows: 

Provided, That no further appointments of paymasters in any grade of the 
Navy shall be made, and when vacancies occur officers ofthe line shall be de 
tailed to perform the duties now required of paymasters under such regulations 
as the Secretary of the Navy may re 

Mr. TALBOTT. 1 suggest to the gentleman from Indiana [M1 
CALKINS] to modify his amendment so that it will read ‘‘ under the 
rules and regulations now provided by law’? rather than to leave thos 
regulations to be determined by the Secretary of the Navy 

Mr. CALKINS. [accept the tion and modify my amendment 
accordingly. 

I desire to say that when \rmiy appropriation bill was under con 
sideration in Committee of the Whole a few days ago, on motion of my 
colleague [Mr. BROWNE] a provision very similar to this was adopted 
with reference to the Arm) It was pro ided in the bill that hereatter 
all appointments of paymasters should cease and the duties of pay 
masters should be performed by line officers of the Army. That was 
put into the bill almost unanimously 

Now, I can see no reason why such a provision should not apply 
equally as well to the Navy, and by that means we will get rid entirely 
of that part of the staff of the Navy. 

Mr. HISCOCK. I would inquire of the gentleman trom Indiana [ Mr. 


quire 


ite 


} 
the 


| CALKINS] if it would not be well to modify his amendment in this way ? 


I merely suggest it to him: ‘* Provided that no further appointment ot 


| paymasters in the lowest grade of the Navy shall be made,’ &c. 


Mr. CALKINS. I wish to say in reply to the gentleman from New 
York [Mr. Hiscock] that I have considered that question, and I think 
the amendment I have now offered will meet exactly what we all want. 
It provides that appointments shall be made in no grade; that does not 
affect the question of promotion at all. 

Mr. BLOUNT. I would like to ask the gentleman how he is going 
to provide for the bonds to be given by the officer acting as paymaster ? 

Mr. CALKINS. He is to act ‘‘ under the rules and regulations now 
provided by law.”’ 

Mr. BLOUNT. 
not want to take it. 

Mr. TALBOTT. Then assign some one else in his place 

Mr. CALKINS. My amendment provides that the duty shall be per 
formed under such rules and regulations as are now provided by law 

Mr. KNOTT. I have an amendment here which I have no doubt 
will be accepted by the gentleman from Indiana [ Mr. CALKINS]; it is 
more explicit and covers the entire cas 

Mr. CALKINS. Let it be read 

The Clerk read as follows: 

Add the following to the pending paragra; 

“And provided, That hereafter no promotion shall be m 
director, pay inspector, paymaster, or passed assis 
appointment be hereafter made to the gr 
ever a vacancy shal! occur in any of said grades a suitable officer shall be de 
tailed from the line to discharge the duties thereof, if necessary, under such reg 
ulations as the Secretary of the Navy shall preseribe; bat nothing herein con 
tained shall be so construed as to deprive any oflicer of the Navy in either of 
said grades of his commission 

Mr. TALBOTT. I have offered an amendment, which, as I under- 
stand, the gentleman from Indiana has accepted, to add the words; 

Under the rules and regulations provided by law 


You may assign an officer to that duty and he may 


ide to the grade of pay 
ant paymaster, nor shallany 


ide of assistant paymasier; and when 
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Mr. CALKINS. I am not prepared at this moment to accept that 
amendment, but I will examine it. 

Mr. HEPBURN. As asubstitate for the amendment of the gentle- 
man from Indiana I offer the provision which I send to the desk. 

The Clerk read as follows: 

Strike out all after the word “dollars,” in line 21, to and including the word 


*paymaster,”’ inline 23; and after the word“ dollars,” in line 31, add the follow- 
Ing 

Provided, That each officer in charge of a vessel or navy-yard belonging to the 
United States shall be detailed by the Secretary of the Navy to ay officers 
and men under his cominand, under such regulations as shall be prescribed by 
such Secretary; and on the 30th day of June, 1883, all pay directors, pay inspect- 
ors, paymasters, passed assistant paymasters, and assistant paymasters shall be 
mustered out of the naval service of the United States, with full pay for one year.” 


Mr. HEPBURN. Mr. Chairman, I have made some calculations, 
which I am satisfied are approximately correct, to show the enormous 
expense to which the United States Government is now subjected in 
order to disburse the pay of the Navy. There are one hundred and 
twenty-four officers in the Pay Department. Twentg-five of these 
officers receive an average of $4,400 a year, or a total of $110,000; fifty 
officers receive a total of $175,000; thirty receive $66,000; and nine- 
teen receive $36,000, making a total of $387,000 paid to the Pay De- 
partment of the Navy. These men, Mr. Chairman, are required to pay 
less than eleven thousand persons, or an average of eighty-eight persons 
each. If all of these pay officers were actively engaged their disburse- 
ments would amount to an average of $53,400 a year for each officer. 

The cost of paying the Navy is equal to 5percent. of the entire amount 
disbursed. I am satisfied, Mr. Chairman, that the greater portion of 
this enormous expense can be saved; that these officers might well be 
dispensed with; that each officer in command of a ship or in charge of 
a navy-yard or naval station might, under proper instructions from the 
Secretary of the Navy, be detailed to make these payments. 

Why, Mr. Chairman, think for a moment of the manner in which 
a private individual or a corporation makes disbursements toemploy¢s. 
There are two corporations doing business in the State where I reside 
that have a larger number of employés than the total personnel of the 
Navy ofthe United States. Onthe 15thday of each month two men start 
from the city of Chicago and by the end of the month they have paid a larger 
number of men thanare paid by these one hundred and twenty-four offi- 
cers in the Navy; they have their completed vouchers in their possession ; 
and this work isdone at acostof less than $5,000a year. Now contrast this 
manner of doing Dusiness with the enormous expenditure which we an- 
nually make in order to disburse the pay of our Navy. If gentlemen 
are sincere when they say that the naval establishment of the United 
States is top-heavy-——if they are sincere when they say they desire to 
curtail these enormous expenses, I can see no better way in which this 
may be done than by voting for this amendment. 

There is no great hardship in this proposition. It makes provision 
for these gentlemen to at leasta reasonable extent. It may besaid that 
after many years’ service they are turned out to seek new employment; 
but under this amendment they are turned out with something at least 
in their hands. The amendment allows to each of them a full year’s 
compensation; and with this fund to support them, they can easily, it 
seems to me, make new arrangements suitable to their new condition. 

1 believe that no proposition submitted in the nature of anamendment 
on this bill would more effectually subserve the idea of economy suggested 
by so many gentlemen than the amendment now under consideration. 

[ Here the hammer fell. ] 

Mr. CALKINS. I wish to say that the amendment of my friend 
from Kentucky —— 

The CHAIRMAN. Debate is exhausted. 

Mr. CALKINS. I move to strike out the last word. I wish to say 
that while the amendment of the gentleman from Kentucky pro 
to stop all promotions in the corps of pay officers my amendment allows 
promotion to go on until all the officers now in the pay corps are ex- 
hausted; and then we shall have a pay corps composed simply of line 
officers. If the Committee of the Whole are willing to stop promotions 
of course I have no objections, but I think that justice to these men re- 
quires that we should put in this bill a provision similar to that which 
was inserted in the Army bill. 

Mr. HISCOCK. Is the gentleman from Indiana entirely right in his 
statement as to the effect of his amendment? As I understood, it pro- 
vides that whenever vacancies occur in any grade—— 

Mr. CALKINS. _ It provides that no original appointment shall here- 
after be made in any grade. That does not stop promotions. Let my 
amendment be again read. 

The amendment of Mr. CALKINS was again read. 

Mr. CALKINS. My amendment is intended to be in effect the same 
that was adopted upon the Army bill—not to stop tions, but when 
vacancies occur to have line officers detailed to perform the duties until 
the pay corps as now constituted isexhausted. The object is the gradual 
substitution of line officers. 

Mr. TALBOTT. I would like the attention of the gentleman from 
Indiana { Mr. CALKINs] for one moment. Suppose that a paymaster 
should die or resign—a very improbable event I admit—does the amend- 
ment of the gentleman from Indiana provide that an appointment shall 
be made from the line to fill that vacancy? 





Mr. BUTTERWORTH. I think that is the effect. 

Mr. TALBOTT. I suggest to the gentleman his amendment should 
be so worded that the promotion shal! first take place and then an ap- 
pointment be made to fill the vacancy in the lower grade. 

Mr. CALKINS. To make it perfectly certain I will put in “ origi- 
nal ’’—‘‘no original appointments,’’ and then it will be beyond al! 
question or dispute. 

Mr. KNOTT. Is not the substitute I have offered pending before 
the committee? 

The CHAIRMAN. The gentleman from Kentucky asks the gent)e- 
man from Indiana to accept it, which the latter declined to do. 

Mr. KNOTT. I move it, then, as a substitute for the pending prop 
osition. 

Mr. ATKINS. Let it be again reported. 

Mr. KNoTT’s amendment was again read. 

TheCHAIRMAN. The Chair willask the gentleman from Iowa to 
withdraw his amendment until a vote is taken on the substitute of the 

ntleman from Kentucky for the proposition of the gentleman trom 

ndiana. . 

Mr. SPARKS. What becomes of the amendment of the gentleman 
from Iowa ? 

The CHAIRMAN. It is withdrawn temporarily. 

Mr. CALKINS’S amendment was again read. 

Mr. ROBESON. What is the question before the committee at this 
time ? : 

The CHAIRMAN. The first question in order is on the substitute 
moved by fhe gentleman from Kentucky for the amendment of the gen- 
tleman from Indiana. 

Mr. ROBESON. The question, then, we are now discussing is the 
substitute of the gentleman from Kentucky. 

The CHAIRMAN. That is the point. 

Mr. ROBESON. As I understand the substitute, it is when any va- 
cancy occurs in any of the grades of the pay corps of the Navy, from 
pay inspector to assistant paymaster, a line officer shall be put in his 
place and discharge his duties. That is the effect of it. This commit 
tee should understand just this before they do anything of that kind, 
that all paymasters in the Navy unite in that one corps quartermasters, 
commissaries, and paymasters of the Army; that every paymaster is 
commissary, quartermaster, and paymaster, and discharges all those 
duties. 

Another point this committee should understand, that there must be on 
board of every ship a paymaster to keep its accounts, to take care of its 
stores, to pay its men, to keep its books, to disburse its expenditures, 
and to look after its moneys. In every naval station of the country 
there must be a corps of paymasters; first, to pay everybody there, to 
pay all the workmen, to pay forall materials, to pay for every purchase, 
to pay for work that is done, to keep all the books of accounts, to ac- 
count with the Treasury rtment through the Second Comptroller, 
to keep a series of books which under the present system of detailed ap 
propriations requires an expert accountant of the very first class and ot 
many years’ experience. 

Besides that, Mr. Chairman, you must remember these men handle 
millions of money. Some of them have hundreds of thousands of do! 
lars in their hands atonce. They give large bonds. They are selected 
not only for that, but for their accuracy and adaptability for keeping 
accounts. 

Now you are going to take a sailor-man, a man who has been brought 
up to walk the deck only, who has been educated as a seaman, who 
looks to that for his prominenceand success in life, and put these duties 
upon him. How soon would the naval accounts be settled in the Treas- 
ury if that happened? What becomes of accounts aboard ship of cloth- 
ing, of provisions, of purchases, when she comes home? Who are to 
control them? Who could understand them? These gentlemen of the 
line are experts in their profession. They are specialists in that. I 
know they have an idea nobody knows anything they do not know. 
I know they think that if a man can not reef a topsail he does not know 
anything at all. 

Mr. MILLS. Let me ask the gentleman a question, whether or not 
bookkeeping is taught in the course at the Naval Academy ? 

Mr. ROBESON. No, it is not taught there. 

The CHAIRMAN. The time of the gentleman from New Jersey has 


expired. 

Mr. HISCOCK. I will take the floor and yield to the gentleman 
from New Jersey, if he desires to p ‘ 

Mr. KNOTT. There has been but one five-minute yen made upon 
this amendment, and that was made by the gentleman from New Jersey. 

Mr. H . The gentleman from Indiana spoke upon it. 

Mr. KNOTT. No, he was debating his own amendment. 

The CHAIRMAN. The from New York was recognized 
and yielded his time to the gentleman from New Jersey. The Chair 
will recognize the gentleman from Kentucky afterward. 

Mr. ROBESON. Now, Mr. Chairman, I want the committee to un- 
derstand just what this thing Tpecaing ou oh to understand the 
various, conflicting, delicate, and iar duties that are im upon 
these gentlemen; the conditions under which they enter the service, 
and the strict accountability that they are held to by the law. I would 
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like to know what lieutenant or lieutenant-commander of the line, and 
you may take the most intelligent of them, and I say it from my own per- 
sonal knowledge that the most intelligent of the whole list is not com- 
petent to-day to di the duties of assistant paymaster of a small 
ship; and if he attempted it, if he undertook to discharge those duties 
without further and special instruction, he would be before he knew 
it in the clutches of the law, and his bondsmen would suffer. Theac- 
counts of that ship under such circumstances, at every stage, would be 
in turmoil and confusion, and the reports to the Treasury and the ac- 
counts made up from it would simply be confusion worse confounded. 

Mr. Knott addressed the Chair. 

Mr. SPARKS. Will the gentleman from Kentucky yield for a mo- 
tion that the committee do now rise? 

Mr. KNOTT. I will yield for that motion, retaining the floor. 

Mr. SPARKS. Then I move that the committee do now rise. 

Mr. ROBESON. I hope not. 

The committee divided; and there were—ayes 51, noes 69. 

So the committee refused to rise. 

The CHAIRMAN. The gentleman from Kentucky is recognized. 

Mr. KNOTT. Mr. Chairman, I have no doubt that the committee 
is under very great obligations to the gentleman from New Jersey for 
the instructions he has given them as to the mysterious and important 
duties which pertain to the office of paymaster in the Navy. I venture 
to predict, however, that the line of the Navy will not feel under very 
great obligations for the distinguished compliment he has paid to their 
intelligenee and capacity. 

Now we know very well, the most of us at least, what the duties of a 
paymaster are. Those of us who do not know precisely what they are 
may form a very good idea, and I undertake to say that they are no 
more than any ordinary corner grocer man is fully competent to perform. 
Any thousand-dollar clerk in the Government employment who is not 
competent to perform the duties of paymaster ought to be drummed out 
of the service for incompetency. What is the fact? Whenaship goes 
into commission, the officers in command of the various departments 


determine what stores are necessary for each of theirdepartments. Each 
of these officers makes his requisition for the needed articles. That 


requisition is approved by the commander of the vessel. Those stores 
are then furnished out of the stores on hand if the ship is here in 


rt. 

If the ship is in a foreign port and needs stores or supplies of any kind, 
the requisition is made by the officer in command of the department 
that needs the stores, which is approved by the captain or oflicer in com- 
mand, and the paymaster is ordered to go out and buy them in the 
open market or where he can get them cheapest. He is required, in 
addition to this important duty, to pay the officers, the men, and the 
employés of the ship, and to keep an account of the moneys on hand 
und the disbursements made by him. Now I undertake to say that 
there is not an officer, from the youngest midshipman on the list to the 
Admiral of the Navy, who is not abundantly competent to discharge any 
of these duties. Any man who has mathematical knowledge enough to 
make the simplest calculation, to tell how much twelve pounds of beans 
would come to at 12} cents a pound, can discharge the duties devolving 
upon an assistant paymaster. 

Now, as to his *‘ great labors.’’ That, Mr. Chairman, is the most 
preposterous nonsense, if I may be allowed to use the expression, the 
inost preposterous that I have ever heard. Nineteen-twentieths of the 
time he is at sea he is doing nothing whatever, and while he is in actual 
service almost everything he does is performed by the clerk who is em- 
ployed and paid by the Government. More than that, when the pay- 
master dies at sea, I ask who discharges his duties? The captain in 
that case details an officer of the line to perform them, and if he is not 
competent, as we are to believe from the statements made here, we 
ought to make some provision by which oneof these extremely wise 
men is sent along as a sort of supernumerary with every ship, so as to 
be on hand in case of such a contingency. 

But, Mr. Chairman, I feel that these remarks are perfectly futile. 1 
feel that with all of the present disposition to save money for the people 
it is utterly idle to make such a presentation, although the proposition 
I submit will immediately and directly effect a saving of $375,000 a 
year to our people. 

The CHAIRMAN. The time of the gentleman has expired. 

Mr. MILLS took the floor and yielded his time to Mr. KNovv. 

Mr. KNOTT. Isay, Mr. Chairman, the proposition that I have sub- 
mitted leads to a speedy and direct saving of at least $375,000 a year 


to the country, and I reiterate the statement I have already made, that | 


this corps of officers is as absolutely useless in the Navy of the United 
States as the fifteenth whee! would be to a wagon. 


be fully and just as well performed by any man of ordinary common 
sense. And if it is true that the line officers of the Navy, educated at 
vast expense to the Government at this grand institution down here at 
Annapolis, have not got sense enough to go into the market and buy 
what a ship needs; have not got sense enough to count the money to 
pay for it, or to count the money put into their hands to pay the officers 
and the sailors; have not sense enough to make a report to the Depart- 
ment of what they have receivedand what they have disbursed for these 


; I maintain that | 
there is nothing which they are called upon to perform that could not | 


different items, then I say they are unworthy of the service and the 
whole of them ought to be mustered out. 

Why, such a set of unmitigated idiots and imbeciles were never seen 
on the Lord’s green earth as the line officers of the Navy are repre- 
sented to be when we are told they can not go on shore and buy a few 
cabbages, a little beef, and a few barrels of flour; that they can not keep 
an account of what they buy; that they can not keep an account of a 
few hundred dollars which they disburse for such purposes. In my 
judgment it is the most preposterous nonsense to make any such asser- 
tion. ) 

Now, sir, the reason why I think my substitute for the amendment 
of the gentleman from Indiana (Mr. CALKINS] ought to be adopted is 
this: If I apprehend the meaning of that amendment correctly it only 
reaches one grade in the corps, and that is the grade of paymaster. My 
substitute reaches the entire corps and does not do injustice to any of 
them. 

Mr. BUTTERWORTH. If the gentleman will permit me, I will say 
I think he is in error about that. Both amendments muster out the 
entire corps ultimately——— 

The CHAIRMAN. Does the gentleman from Kentucky yield? 

Mr. KNOTT. No, sir. It does not touch a solitary one of these ofti 
cers. It allows each one of them to hold his commission 

But it does seem to me if there is anything superlatively sanctified in 
the eye of the American Congress it is one of these staff officers. We 
are told by Holy Writ that to touch the tottering ark while being con 
veyed from one place to another was certain death; to lay hands upon 
the show-bread was sacrilege, and it was allowed only to the high priest 
once a year to look upon the shekinah in the holy of holies. But there 
is a degree of sanctity around a staff officer, especially a paymaster in 
the United States Navy, before which all these things fade into utte: 
insignificance. [ Laughter. } 

Mr. BUTTERWORTH. 
answer a& question ? 

Mr. KNOTT. 
nent one. 

Mr. BUTTERWORTH 


Now, will the gentleman trom Kentucky 


I will answer my friend’s question if it be a perti 


Che gentleman a tew moments ago did not 
hear me through, I said both amendments muster the entire corps out 
ultimately. The amendment of the gentleman from Kentucky, how 
ever, prevents any promotion in the staif corps during the process of 
mustering out. [For instance, if a captain dies in the staff corps you 
would appoint to succeed him possibly a lieutenant trom the line in 
stead of promoting the man next below him in his own corps, which is 
a palpable injustice, because, although an oflicer in that corps might 
have served twenty years and be entitled to his promotion, you deny 
it to him, giving it, however, to a junior officer of the line 
that is a gross injustice. 

Mr. KNOTT. My amendment does not inflict any injustice 

Mr. HISCOCK. I move to strike out the last word 

I desire to make a suggestion or two against both the amendment of 
the gentleman from Indiana [ Mr. CALKINS | and the amendment of the 
gentleman from Kentucky | Mr. KNovrr], and itis this: This appropria 
tion bill carries nearly $15,000,000 Phere isa pros ision in this bill tor 
the purchase of new material tor the building of three ships. 

Since I have been a member of the House of Representatives L be 
lieve that the amount annually carried by the appropriation bills for the 
support of the Navy has been about 315,000,000. The gentleman from 
Kentucky [Mr. Knorr] seems to think that the only business of one ot 
these paymasters or of a person in this service is to buy a few cabbages 
and he has based his argument upon that supposition. I desive to call 
the attention of the two gentlemen who are ollering these amendments 
| and propose to strike down the staff corps to the fuct that the discretion to 

spend nearly all of this $15,000,000 is vested in this corps. The account 
| ability for all of it is vested in this corps—the purchase of material tor 
the repairs of the Navy; the purchase of material for the construction ot 
| the Navy when new vessels are to be constructed—and you propose to 
| turn this over to the junior officers in the line. Of course the superio: 
officers will not take this employment, they have other employments 
and it goes to the lieutenants, those who are untried, to purchase this 
vast amount of material which is used tor the repair and construction 
of the Navy, men who have not been educated tor the business. And | 
| go further than that. I ask what sensible business man would strike 
| down this system which has existed for over fifty years and turn it over 
| to a new and untried corps ? 
| Mr. CALKINS. Why did you do it in the Army ? 
| Mr. HISCOCK. It was not done in the Army. There this was 
| simply turned over from the Paymaster’s Department to the Quarter- 
master’s Department, they having all theexperience of age and of edu- 
cation. You merely turned it from one department to another depart- 
ment equally competent for both these reasons to discharge the service. 
But here you are not turning it over to a service already educated in 
this way and trained in those methods. 

Mr. CALKINS. I desire to say in answer to the gentleman from 
New York [Mr. Hiscock] that if I have any interest in this matter it 
is to preserve and make better the Navy of the United States. 1 know 
and every gentleman here knows that the discrepancy between the staft 
and the line has grown so great that it has become a standing—I was 


I submit 
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going to say a standing shame to the people of this country. And I 
say besides that, Mr. Chairman, that if the Navy is to be preserved it 
is to be preserved by judicious legislation; and the best way to do it is 
to get rid of those officers that we can spare from the service and put 
in their place other officers without increasing expenditures. 

My friend from New York urges that these men who have been edu- 
cated at Annapolis have not sufficient education to enable them to ex- 
pend properly the money we appropriate for the support of the Navy. 

Mr. HISCOCK. I have scarcely urged that. 

Mr. CALKINS. In answer to that, I desire to say that the line of- 
ficers of the Navy to-day, many of them, without having given a dol- 
lar in bonds, are expending more money than any one paymaster in the 
whole corps; I refer to the naval oflicers of the line in charge of the 
light-houses, some of whom are expending $40,000 a month. I am 
asked if it is an intricate business to make up these pay-rolls. 

Mr. HISCOCK. It is not aquestion of making out pay-rolls merely. 

Mr. CALKINS. That is not a question of sufficient importance to 
require much time to answer. Myself and others are friends of that 
branch of the service in which we all feel a pride, the Navy of the United 
States. Since we have been launched into this matter of reforming the 
Navy on an appropriation bill I say let us reform it, and when we at- 
tempt to do so, let us strike at that which ought to be reformed. 

Mr. ROBESON. I move that the committee now rise. 

Mr. HENDERSON. I would like, if my friend from New Jersey —— 

Many Members. Regular order. 

The CHAIRMAN. ‘The regular order is called for, which is the mo- 
tion of the gentleman from New Jersy [Mr. RoBEson], that the Com- 
mittee now rise. 

The motion was agreed to. 

The committee accordingly rose; and the Speaker having resumed the 
chair, Mr. PAGE reported that the Committee of the Whole House on 
the etateof the Union had had under consideration the bill (H. R. 7314) 
making appropriations for the naval service for the fiscal year ending 
June 30, 1884, and for other purposes, and had come to no resolution 
thereon. 

ORDER OF BUSINESS. 

Mr. KELLEY. I desire to submit a resolution—— 

Mr. MILLS. I move that the House now adjourn. 

Mr. ROBESON, _ I desire to submit a motion. 

Mr. KELLEY. I have been recognized to offer a resolution for the 
printing of the tariff schedules, showing the three rates of duty, those 
now existing, those proposed by the Committee on Ways and Means, 
and those proposed by the Tariff Commission. 

Mr. MILLS. IL have no objection to that. 

Mr. KELLEY. I desire to state that if the resolution is now adopted 
these schedules will be ready for members to-morrow. 

The SPEAKER. The resolution will be read. 

TARIFF SCHEDULES. 

Mr. KELLEY. I submit the resolution which I send to the Clerk’s 
desk. 

The Clerk read as follows: 

Resolved, That there be printed for the use of the House 1,000 copies of the 
schedules contained in House bill No. 7313 which have been prepared by the Com- 
mittee on Ways and Means, in parallel columns, showing the present rates of 
duties on foreign imports, those recommended by the Tariff Commission, and 
those reported in the House bill. 

Mr. MILLS. Will that contain the value of the articles upon which 
duties are levied ? 

Mr. KELLEY. It gives the three rates of duty alone. 

Mr. MILLS. Does it give the value of the articles? 

Mr. KELLEY. There is another paper being prepared by the Treas- 
ury Department, I believe, which will give that information. 

The resolution was adopted. 

LIMITING DEBATE ON NAVAL APPROPRIATION BILL. 

Mr. ROBESON. I move that when this House shall again resolve 
itself into Committee of the Whole for the further consideration of the 
naval appropriation bill, all debate on the pending paragraph and pend- 
ing amendments be confined to fifteen minutes. 

Mr. SPRINGER. Pending that, I move the House now adjourn. 

Mr. ROBESON. I trust the gentleman will withdraw that motion 
until this order can be made. 

Mr. SPARKS. We can settle that matter in the morning. 

Many MemBers. Regular order. 

The SPEAKER The regular order is the motion to adjourn. 

The question was taken; and upon a division there were—ayes 34, 
noes 46. 

Mr. SPARKS. I call for tellers on the motion to adjourn. 

Tellers were not ordered, there being 16 in the affirmative—not one- 
fifth of a quorum. 

So the motion to adjourn was not agreed to. 

The SPEAKER. The question now recurs onthe motion of the gen- 
tleman from New Jersey [Mr. RoBEson], to limit debate in Committee 


of the Whole on the pending and amendments pending 
thereto of the naval rs ap to fifteen minutes. 

~~” gamaee was and upon a division there were—ayes 65, 
noes 11. 


Mr. SPARKS. No quorum has voted. 

Mr. ROBESON. I call for the yeas and nays. 

Mr. SPARKS. Allright; you can have them. 

The question was taken upon ordering the yeas and nays; and there 
were 42 in the affirmative. 

So (the affirmative being more than one-fifth of the last vote) the 
yeas and nays were ord 

The question was taken; ‘and there were—yeas 74, nays 36, not vot- 
ing 181; as follows: 








YEAS—74. 
Anderson, Doxe Page, Scales, 
Atkins, Dwight, Parker, Shallenberger, 
Beach, brie q Shelley, 
— Farwell, Sewell S. Peelle, Skinner, 
Guenther, Peirce, Smal 
Bree Hardenbergh, Pettibone, Smith, A. Herr 
Brumm, Harris, Benj.W. Pound, Spooner, 
Buck, Haseltine, Prescott, Steele, 
Burrows, JuliusC, Henderson, Randall, Tal ’ 
Butterworth, Hitt, Ranney, Thomas. 
Calkins, Holman, Ray, Townsend, Amos 
Cannon, Horr, Rice, John B. U 
Carpenter, Houk, Rice, Wm. W. Van orn. 
Caswell, Jacobs, ich, 3 
Cravens, Lacey, Richardson, J.S. Watson, 
Dawes, McLean, Jas. H. Ritchie, White, 
Deuster, Miller, Robeson, Willits. 
Dezendorf, Mutchler, Robinson, Geo. D. 
wd, Norcross, Rosecrans, 
NAYS—36. 
Aiken, Cox, William R. Hutchins, 8s 
Berry, Dibrell, lotz, ried 
Buchanan, Ellis, Knott, Pease, P. B. 
Cabell, Ermentrout, Leedom, Turner, Oscar 
Chapman, Forney, Le Fevre Vance, 
Clark, Fulkerson, Manning, Warner, 
Clements, Hardy, McKenzie, Wellborn 
Converse, Hatch, MeMillin, Wheeler, 
Covington, Herbert, Mills, Wise, George D 
NOT VOTING—181. & 
Aldrich, Dingley, Kenna, Russell, 
Armfield, Dugro, Ketcham, Ryan 
Atherton, Dunn, King, Scoville, 
Barbour, Dunnell, Ladd, Scranton, 
Barr, Erret, Latham, Sherwin, 
Bayne, Farwell, Chas. B. Lewis, Shultz, 
Belford, Fisher, Lindsey, Simonton, 
Belmont, Flower, Lord Singleton, Jas. W 
Beltzhoover, Ford, L neh, Saget Otho R 
Bingham, Frost, Mackey, ith, Dietrich C 
Black Garrison, Smith, J. Hyatt 
Blackburn, Geddes, Martin, Spaulding, 
Blanchard, George, n, Speer, 
Bland, Gibson, Matson, r, 
Bliss, Godshalk, McClure, Stone, 
Blount, Grout, McCoid, Strait, 
Bowman, Gunter, McCook Taylor, Ezra B. 
Brewer, Hall, McKinley, Taylor, Joseph D. 
Browne, Hammond, John McLane, Robt.M. Thompson, W. G. 
Buckner, Hammond, N. J. Miles, Townshend, R. W. 
Burrows, Jos.H. Harmer, Money, Tucker, 
Caldwell, a, Henry S. Moore, Turner, Henry G 
Camp, Haskell, Morey, Tyler, 
Campbell, Hazelton, Mo! Upson, 
Candler, Heilman, Morse, Urner, 
Carlisle, Hepburn, M ve, Valentine, 
Cassidy, Herndon, Moulton, Van Aernam, 
Chace, Hewitt, Abram 8. Muldrow, Van Voorhis, 
Clardy, Hewitt, G. W Murch, Wadsworth, 
Hill, Neal, Wait, 
Soleciok, Hiscock, Nolan, Walker, 
Cook, Hoblitzell, Washburn, 
Cornell, Hoge, O'Neill ebber, 
Cox, Samuel 8. Hooker, Pacheco, West, 
Crapo, couse, Pa: § Whitthorne, 
Crowley, Hubbell, Phelps, Williams, Chas, G. 
Culberson, Hu Phister, Williams, Thomas 
Cullen, Hum 4 i Willis, 
Curtin, Jad > Wilson 
Cutts, Jones, Geo. W. Reese Wise, Morgan R. 
1, Jones, James K. Rice, Theron M. Wood, Benjamin 
Davidson, Jones, Phineas Richardson, D. P. Wood, Walter A. 
Davis, George R. Jorgensen, Robertson, Young. 
Davis, Lowndes i. Joyce, Robinson, Jas .S 
Deering, n, Robinson, Wm. E. 
De Motte, Kelley, Ross, 


The following pairs were announced from the Clerk’s desk: 
Mr. CORNELL with Mr. BLACK. 

Mr. HUBBELL with Mr. BLACKBURN. 

Mr. DUNNELL with Mr. Harris of New Jersey. 

Mr. HamMmonpD, of New York, with Mr. HEwITT, of New York. 
Mr. STRAIT with Mr. RoBINSON of New York. 

Mr. SPAULDING with Mr. JonEs of Arkansas. 

Mr. MASON with Mr. DuGRo. 

Mr. GODSHALK with Mr. Ross. 

Mr. BARR with Mr. GARRISON. 

Mr. URNER with Mr. MCLANE of Maryland. 

Mr. BELFORD with Mr. PHISTER. 

Mr. DARRALL with Mr. Kina. 

Mr. Cutts with Mr. KENNA. 9 

Mr. MILEs with Mr. MULDROW. 

Mr. RussELL with Mr. TUCKER. 

Mr. FARWELL, of Illinois, with Mr. ScOVILLE. 
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Mr. CHACE with Mr. WILSON. 

Mr. DAVIS, offllinois, with Mr. CALDWELL. 

Mr. Huss with Mr. LATHAM. 

Mr. BLAND with Mr. HUMPHREY. 

Mr. O'NEILL with Mr. MARTIN. 

Mr. WAIT with Mr. CLARDY. 

Mr. TOWNSHEND, of Illinois, with Mr. JADWIN. 

Mr. WILLIs with Mr. PAyson. 

Mr. HOLMAN. My colleague, Mr. STOCKSLAGER, is detained at 
home by sickness. 

SMITHSONIAN INSTITUTION. 


Pending the announcement of the vote upon the motion of Mr. RoBE- 


SON, 

The SPEAKER, by unanimous consent, laid before the House a letter 
from the secretary of the Smithsonian Institution, transmitting in be- 
half of the Board of Regents the annual report of the operations, ex- 
penditures, and condition of the Smithsonian Institution for 1882; 
which was referred to the Committee on the Library, and, in pursuance 
of law, ordered to be printed. 


ENROLLED BILLS SIGNED. 


Mr. ALDRICH, from the Committee on Enrolled Bills, reported that 
the committee had examined and found truly enrolled bills of the fol- 
lowing titles; when the Speaker signed the same: 

A bill (H. R. 3575) to increase the police force of the District of Co- 
lumbia, and for other p ; and 

A bill (H. R. 7330) to remove the disabilities of Francis H. Smith, sr., 
of Virginia. 

ORDER OF BUSINESS. 

The SPEAKER. On the vote just taken the yeas are 74, the nays 36. 

Mr. SPARKS. No quorum. 

Mr. ROBESON. Do I understand the gentleman to make the point 
that no quorum has voted? 

Mr. SPARKS. I do. 

Mr. ROBESON. Mr. Speaker, as it seems evident that gentlemen 
on the other side desire to filibuster for the purpose of delaying the busi- 
ness of this session, I move that the House do now adjourn. 

Mr. SPARKS. The gentleman has no foundation for that statement. 


LEAVE OF ABSENCE. 

By unanimous consent, leave of absence was granted as follows: 

To Mr. WILSON, until Monday next, on account of important busi- 
ness. 

To Mr. ErRuMM, indefinitely, on account of sickness in his family. 

To Mr. PAUL, for four days from the 22d instant, on account of im- 
portant business. 

WITHDRAWAL OF PAPERS. 

Mr. HOUK, by unanimous consent, obtained leave to withdraw from 
the files of the House all papers in the case of C. Austin, filed in sup- 
port of a bill now pending before the Committee on War Claims. 

The motion of Mr. RoBESON, that the House adjourn, was then agreed 
to; and accordingly (at 5 o’clock and 45 minutes p. m.) the House ad- 
journed. 





PETITIONS, ETC. 

The following petitions and papers were laid on the Clerk’s desk, 
under the rule, and referred as follows: 

By Mr. BAYNE: The petition of Henry C. Fish and 232 others, em- 
ployés of Lindsay & McCutchin’s Star [ron Works, in Allegheny, Penn- 
sylvania, praying that no lower rate of duty be adopted than that 
recommended by the Tariff Commission—to the Committee on Ways 
and Means. 

By Mr. CURTIN: The petition of workingmen of Milesburgh and of 
iron-workers of Bellefonte, Pennsylvania, praying Congress to adopt 
no lower rates of tariff duties than those recommended by the Tariff 
Commission—severally to the same committee. 

By Mr. G. R. DAVIS: The petition of Charles W. Oleson, C. G. Wil- 
lard, and 34 others, citizens of Du Page County, Illinois, asking that 
measures be taken to exterminate pleuro-pneumonia in United States— 
to the Committee on Agriculture. 

By Mr. DWIGHT: The petition of Clark & Baker and others, of New | 
York, relative to the duty on tin-plate—to the Committee on Ways and | 
Means. 

By Mr. ERMENTROUT: Three petitions of the eighth Congressional 
district of Pennsylvania, for passage of the tariff bill as reported—sev- 
erally to the same committee. 

By Mr. ERRETT: The resolutions adopted by the Pittsburgh (Penn- | 
sylvania) Grain and Flour Exchange, protesting against the passage of | 
the Lowell bankrupt law—to the Committee on the Judiciary. 

Also, the petition of 105 workingmen in the mill of William Clark & 
Co., of 52 workingmen employed by H. Lioyd’s Sons & Co., and of 65 
employés of Hussey, Burns & Co., of Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania, against 
any reduction of rates of duties proposed by the Tariff Commission— 
— to the Committee on Ways and Means. 

By Mr. FORNEY: The petition of citizens of Mobile, Alabama, pro- 








testing against the transfer of the revenue-marine service from the Treas- 
ury to the Navy Department—-to the Committee on Commerce. 

By Mr. HARDENBERGH: The petition of the president and faculty 
of Rutgers College, New Jersey, relative to the National Observatory 
to the Committee on Appropriations. 

By Mr. HENDERSON: The petition of W. S. Bryan, M. D., and 32 
others, citizens of Cambridge, Henry County, Illinois, for a necessary 
appropriation to continue the immigrant-inspection service—to the same 
committee. 

By Mr. HOGE: The petition of J. M. Lazzell and others, citizens of 
Marion County, West Virginia, asking an appropriation for continuance 
of immigrant-inspection service under National Board of Health—to the 
Committee on the Public Health. 

By Mr. HOUSE: Memorial of chancellor and professors of Vanderbilt 
University, in relation to the United States Naval Observatory—to the 
Committee on Naval Affairs. : 

By Mr. JACOBS: The petition of citizens of New York, relative to 
internal-revenue taxation—to the Committee on Ways and Means. 

By Mr. O’NEILL: The remonstrance of the Franklin Institute of the 
State of Pennsylvania against the transter of the Coast and Geodetie Sut 
vey from the Treasury Department to the Navy Department—to the 
Committee on Appropriations. 

Also, the petition of officers of the United States Army, for the pas 
sage of a bill regulating the pay of officers below the rank of major who 
have served fifteen years or more in one grade—to the Committee on 
Military Affairs. 

Also, the petition of cloak manufacturers of Philadelphia, Pennsy! 
vania, protesting against the proposed reduction of duty on toreign-made 
cloaks—to the Committee on Waysand Means. 

By Mr. PEELLE: Papers relating to the pension claim of Catharine 
Bullard—to the Committee on Invalid Pensions. 

By Mr. PRESCOTT: Papers relating to claim of Bedent Beard 
to the Select Committee on the Payment of Pensions, Bounty, and Back 
Pay. 

By Mr. RANNEY: The petition of Henry R. Boag, asking to be re 
lieved of the charge of desertion—to the Committee on Military Atlairs 

Also, the petition of the survivors of the crew of the United States 
sloop of war Jamestown—to the Committee on Foreign Affairs. 

By Mr. SHALLENBERGER: Papers relating to the pension claim 
of Juday Adams and of Juliet Miller—severally to the Committee on 
Invalid Pensions. 

Also, the petition of Dr. Joseph Laronner and others, physicians of 
Beaver County, Pennsylvania, for the erection of a fire-proof building for 
the use of the medical library and museum of the Surgeon-General’s 
Office—to the Committee on Public Buildings and Grounds. 

By Mr. A. H. SMITH: The petition of D. K. Rettew and 23 others, of 
Columbia, Pennsylvania, for passage of tariff bill as reported—to the 
Committe 2 on Ways and Means. 

By Mr. SPAULDING: Papers relating tothe claim of Peter Lennon 
to the Committee on Invalid Pensions. 

3y Mr. A. TOWNSEND: The petition of G. R. Vincent and others, 
to amend section 4887 of the Revised Statutes in relation to patents 
to the Committee on Patents. 

By Mr. VALENTINE: The petition of the Cigar-makers’ Union of 
Omaha, Nebraska, protesting against the proposed reduction of the duty 
on cigars—to the Committee on Ways and Means. 

Also, the petition of Th. Huetle and 11 others, of Fremont, and of 
Milton Rodgers & Sons, of Omaha, Nebraska, protesting against in- 
crease of duty on tin-plates—severally to the same committee. 

By Mr. WATSON: The petition of Elizabeth Hood, for a pension— 
to the Committee on Pensions. . 

By Mr. WEBBER: The petition of August Rasch and others, ot 
Charles Hebard and others, of Horace Smith and others, of John Me 
Donald and others, and of Edward Breiting and others, tor passage of 
House bill 6235, to grant relief to certain settlers within the limits o/ 
the Ontonagon land grant, in the State of Michigan—severally to the 
Committee on the Judiciary. 

sy Mr. C. G. WILLIAMS: The letter of the Secretary of State con 
veying the request of Rear-Admiral J. W. A. Nicholson for permission 
to accept a gold medal trom the King of Sweden and Norw to the 
Committee on Foreign Aflairs. 


“ay 


The following petitions for reduction of duty on sugar were presented 
and referred-to the Committee on Ways and Means: 

By the SPEAKER: Of Almon Bradford and others, citizens of South 
Charleston, Ohio. 

By Mr. COLERICK: Of Hon. LL. 8. Null and 170 others, of New 
Haven, and of Thomas J. Mawhanter and others, of Wawaka, Indiana. 

By Mr. COVINGTON: Of George 8S. Payne & Brother and 24 others, 
of Snow Hill, Maryland, and of William M. Holeomb and 32 others, of 
Wiota, Iowa. 

By Mr. DWIGHT: Of P. H. Kenney and 30 others, of Waverly, 
New York. 

By Mr. GUENTHER: Of citizens of Oshkosh, Wisconsin. 

By Mr. HASKELL: Of citizens of Baldwin, of citizens of Galena, 
and of citizens of Xenia, Kansas, 
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By Mr. HAZELTON: Of PizarroCook and 23 others, of Mount Sterl- 
ing; of George Watson and 47 others, of New Diggings; of Glasscott& 
Bragg and 83 others, of Monroe; of James A. Jones and 42 others, of F. 
H. Poehler and 79 othe rs, of Prairie Du Chien; and of Lyon Brothers 
and 74 others, of Elk Horn, Wisconsin. 

By Mr. HITT: Of Joseph Parker and 22 others, of Rochelle, Dlinois. 

By Mr. HOLM AN: Of William Laird and 48 others, of Mount Car- 
mel; m J. B. Wolff and 30 others, of Lawrenceburgh; and of Theodore 
S. Cross and 80 others, of Moore’s Hill, Indiana. 

By Mr. LE FE VRE: Of Newton Miller and 38 others, of Pemberton, 
Sheiby County, and of W. H. Dye & Brothers, of Columbus Grove, Ohio. 

By Mr. McCOLD: Of G. R. Keller and 78 others, citizens of Wapello, 
and of A. Charles and 25 others, of Pleasant Plains, Iowa. 

By Mr. SPARKS: Of 61 citizens of Nokomis, Illinois. 

By Mr. VALENTINE: Petitions of John Thompson and 77 others, 
of Fremont; of George K. Engalls and 44 others, of Rising Sun; of R. 
F’, Stevenson and 78 others, of West Point; of J. F. Kelly and 79 others, 
of Osceola; of C, V. Bauts and 40 others, of York; of 8. L. Sturtevant 
and 78 others, of Fullerton; of James Beach and 52 others, of Juniata; 
of H. G. Garrett and 72 others, of North Bend; of William C. Thomp- 
son and 15 others, of Riverton; of Thomas C. Allen and 68 others, of 
Utica; of John E. Miller and 78 others, of Shelton; of L. L. Stevens 
and 48 others, of Waterloo; of Theodore Flasch and 56 others, of Wil- 
ber; of R. J. Finch and 79 others, of Arapahoe; of L. H. Ryder and 78 
others, of Greenwood; of J. D. Stewart and 79 others, of Hastings; of 
James W. Ridgway and 61 others, of North Platte; of P. W. Whiteand 
46 others, of Palmyra; and of G. B. Knong and 22 others, of Fort Cal- 
houn, Nebraska. 

By Mr. WILLITS: Of W. F. Rodgers and 79 others, of Blissfield, 
Michigan. 


SENATE. 
TUESDAY, January 23, 1883. 


The Senate met at 11 0’clocka.m. Prayer by the Chaplain, Rev. J. 
J. BuLLock, D. D. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The few Senators present will come 
to order, and the Journal of yesterday’s proceedings will be read. 

Mr. BUTLER. I move that there be a call of the Senate before the 
reading of the Journal. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The roll will be called. 

The Principal Legislative Clerk called the roll. 

Mr. LOGAN. The pages should notify Senators. I was not absent 
from the building, but in attendance upon a committee. 

Mr. SHERMAN. The Senators are in committee much more profit- 
ably employed than they are usually here for the first half-hour of the 
session. 

After some little delay, 

The PRESIDENT pro tem 

Mr. BUTLER. I movet 
dispensed with. 

The motion was agreed to. 

The Journal of the proceedings of yesterday was read and approved. 


PETITIONS AND MEMORIALS. 


Mr. CAMERON, of Pennsylvania, presented the petition of James 
McCue and 321 other workingmen, employés of the Pottsville Iron 
and Steel Company, of Pottsville, Pennsylvania; the petition of Robert 
Reid and other workingmen, employés of the Crane [ron Works, of 
Catasauqua, Pennsylvania; the petition of John O’Brien and other 
Me employés of the Fairmount Steel Works, of Philadelphia, 
Pennsylvania, and the petition of George Francis and other working- 
men, em loyés of the Temple Iron Company, of Temple Furnace, Berks 
County, Pennsylvania, praying that Congress will adopt no lower rates 
of duties on any foreign manufactured products than are recommended 
by the Tariff Commission; which were ordered to lie on the table. 

He also presented the memorial of D. 8. Stetson and others, ship- 
owners, ship-brokers, and shipping merchants, of Philadelphia, remon- 
strating against the passage of section 13 of the bill commonly known 
as th caine bill; which was referred to the Committee on Commerce. 

Mr. GORMAN presented the petition of R. B. Warfield and other 
workingmen, employés of H. William Ellicott & Son, at Maryland 
Furnaces, Baltimore, Maryland, praying that Congress will not adopt 
a lower rate of duty on manufactured articles than that recommended 
by the Tariff Commission; which was ordered to lie on the table. 

Mr. MILLER, of New York. I present a petition of workingmen, 
employés of the Rome Iron Works, at Rome, Oneida County, New 
York, in which they set forth substantially endiinwe: 

They have, however, viewed with alarm the 
the mere proposition of the commission to 
ee that Congress may go even furt 


mmission has recom aid they point to the reeent of mills 
so econo and woreanoes te die enfpeed lenge of many oneingen 
ne to num- 

failures, to the tendency to wenen ie —-y 


A quorum is now present. 
at further proceedings under the call be 


to the shrin 
ber of 





— 


hesitation of capital to engage in new enterprises, and to the withholding of 
orders for su pone by railroad companies and other great corporations, as con- 

elusive proofs of the depressed condition of many of our lb poaueeriocend 
of the great shock which our whole industrial system has experie 


They believe that this serious and threatening condition of our + in- 
terests can only be ¢ 


and confidence and prosperity be restored to the 

country by the firm re’ 1 of Congres at its present session todo anything 

-_ will tend to increase the fpeviiaian of foreign or that will make 

tition between the manufacturers of this country and of other countries 

for t the sup; pply of our markets so severe that the wages of American working- 
men must be still further and permanently reduced. 

I desire to say that the sentiments set forth here by the workmen of 
the Rome Iron Works meet my most hearty approval. I had oceasion 
the other day to say that by no act of mine, by no vote of mine, could 
I consent that the rate of duty upon manufactured goods in this country 
should be reduced to such a point as would necessitate the reduction 
of the wages of workingmen. I present this as their petition and also 
as conveying my own sentiments on this subject. I move that the peti- 
tion lie upon the table. 

The motion was to. 

Mr. CALL. I present a petition of the Medical Association of the 
State of Florida, in which they state that the National Board of Health 
has been productive of great good to the people of that State, that its 
existence imparts a sense of safety to the entire country, and that they 
regard it as an actual necessity and approve of all necessary expendi- 
tures for the purpose of maintaining its existence. I move that the 
petition be referred to the Select Committee to Investigate and Report 
the Best Means of Preventing the Introduction and Spread of Epidemic 
Diseases. 

The motion was agreed to. 

Mr. SEWELL presented a petition of physicians and surgeons of Pat- 
erson and Passaic, New Jersey, praying for an appropriation to provide 
a commodions fire-proof building for the Army and medical museum 
and library of the Surgeon-General’s Office in Washington; which was 
referred to the Committee on Military Affairs. 

Mr. CAMDEN presented the petition of James McLean and Thomas 
H. Norton, citizens of Ohio County, West Virginia, praying for the re- 
payment of a certain sum of money required of and paid by them on 
account of entry of coal lands of the United States; which was referred 
to the Committee on Private Land Claims. 

Mr. SHERMAN. I present a petition of workingmen, employés ot 
the Otis Iron and Steel Company of Cleveland, Ohio, similar in pur- 
port to that which was presented by the Senator from New York [Mr 
MILLER], praying that Congress will adopt no lower rates of duty on 
any foreign manufactured products than is recommended by the Tariti 
Commission. I move that the petition lie on the table. 

The motion was to. 

Mr. SHERMAN presented the petition of James M. Dalzell, of Cald- 
well, Ohio, late of Company H, One hundred and sixteenth Ohio In 
fantry Volunteers, praying for the passage of a bill granting him a pen- 
sion from the date of his discharge; which was referred to the Commit- 
tee on Pensions. 

Mr. PENDLETON presented a petition of the Cincinnati Drug Asso- 
ciation, praying for the repeal of all special-license tax upon the drug 
trade, and of all stamp tax on medicines, perfumery, cosmetics, &c. ; 
which was ordered to lie on the table. 

Mr. HAMPTON presented the petition of the dean of the Jaw schoo! 
of Allen University and other citizens of Columbia, South Carolina, 
and the petition of J. T. Brown and 23 other citizens of Bluffton, South 
Carolina, praying for national aid to common schools; which were or- 
dered to lie on the table. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore presented the memorial of the Crane 
Brothers Manufacturing Company of Chicago, I)linois, protesting against 
the passage of a national act of bankruptcy ; which was ordered to lie on 
the table. 

REPORTS OF COMMITTEES. 

Mr. HAWLEY, from the Committee on Military Affairs, to whom 
was referred the bill (H. R. 4657) granting relief to Archibald Hunley 
reported adversely thereon; and the bill was postponed indefinitely. 

Mr. CAMERON, of Pennsylvania. I am instructed by a majority 
of the Committee on Military Affairs, to whom was referred the bill 
(H. R. 1612) for the relief of William P. Chambliss, to ask to be dis- 
charged from its further consideration. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The bill will be indefinitely post- 


Mr. CAMERON, of Pennsylvania. Iamalsoinstructed by a majority 
of the Committeeon Military Affairs, to whom was referred the memorial 
of Cavalry Post, No. 35, Grand Army of the Republic, of Philadelphia, 
Pennsylvania, resquesting that fifty sets of horse equipments complete 
and twenty carbines and slings be donated to the post, to ask to be dis- 
charged from its further consideration. 


The report was agreed to. 
Mr. COCK from the Committee on Military Affairs, to whom 


was referred the bill (S. 1790) for the relief of Oscar Eastmond and 
James W. Atwell, reported it without amendment, and submitted a 


"Bie: VAN WYOK. From a portion of the ( 
VAN OK. From a portion of the Committee on Pensions 
& report. 


I ask leave to submit 
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The PRESIDENT pro é&mpore. 
the Senator means? 

Mr. VAN WYCK. From a minority of the Committee on Pensions 
I submit a report favorable to the passage of the bill (H. R. 1410) to 
amend the pension laws by increasing the pensions of soldiers and sail- 
ors who have lost an arm or a leg in the service. It is proper that I 
should state in this connection that there will be two other reports 

resented from the same committee. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. 
sented to the Senate ? 

Mr. VAN WYCK. Not yet. It is very doubtful which is the ma- 
jority report; and it will require probably the skill of the Presiding 
Officer to decide which is the majority report. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The report had better be withheld 
for the present. 

Mr. VAN WYCK. I should prefer to have the bill placed on the 
Calendar. It has been held back a great many months, and my ob- 
ject in presenting the report now is to ask that the bill be placed on 
the Calendar. 

Mr. COCKRELL. A minority of the committee can not do that. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. A minority can not report a bill. 

Mr. VAN WYCK. Very well; we shall have to wade along with 
this matter as well as we can. I trust there will be no objection to re- 
ceiving this favorable report, and that it may be printed. It was un- 
derstood in the committee this morning that each branch of the com- 
mittee should present its report as soon as it was ready for presenta- 
tion. I was about to say that a substitute had been offered in place of 
the House bill, which had some support in the committee, and then the 
proposition not to report either bill is probably the strongest report 
that will be presented to the Senate; I mean that that will have more 
names of the committee upon it. I trust that there will be no objec- 
tion at all events, and that this report may be presented and printed, 
because the matter has been delayed so long—— 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. It can not be received except by 
unanimous consent. 

Mr. VAN WYCK. Then Task unanimous consent. 
will be no objection. 

Mr. JACKSON. I suggest to the Senator from Nebraska that he 
wait until to-morrow or next day. The majority report will be in in 
the course of a couple of days. 

Mr. VAN WYCK. If that report will be made to-morrow, I am will- 
ing to accept the suggestion of the Senator from Tennessee. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. Unanimous consent will not be given, 
beeause other members of the committee will object. 

Mr. VAN WYCK. I do not ask unanimous consent if it can be done 
to-morrow. 

Mr. BLAIR. Iwish simply to say that I shall object to the presenta- 
tion of any report until the committee is ready to report. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. So the Chair supposed, of course. 

Mr. VAN WYCK. So far as the committee is concerned it was dis- 
tinctly understood that each branch of the committee should submit 
its report when it was prepared. 

Mr. BLAIR. But it was not understood that the reports might be 
scattering piecemeal and dribbling along for the remainder of the ses- 


From a majority of the committee, 


Has the majority report been pre- 


I suppose there 


sion. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The subject is not before the Senate 
and can not be until the majority report is presented. 

Mr. HAMPTON. The Committee on Military Affairs, to whom was 
referred the bill (H. R. 3668) to authorize a change of record in the case 
of Lewis Rodrick, find that it involves a question of pension, and they 
ask to be discharged from the further consideration of the bill, with a 
view to have it referred to the Committee on Pensions. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The Committee on Military Affairs 
will be discharged from the further consideration of the bill, if there be 
no objection, and it will be referred tothe Committee on Pensions. 


BILLS INTRODUCED, 


Mr. LAPHAM (by request) asked and, by unanimous consent, ob- 
tained leave to introduce a bill (S. 2410) for the relief of the State of 
New York and to pay off certain certificates issued by that State to the 
soldiers of 1812; which was read twice by its title, and referred to the 
Committee on Claims. 

Mr. GORMAN (by request) asked and, by unanimous consent, ob- 
tained leave to introduce a bill (S. 2411) to regulate travel on steam-rail- 
roads within the District of Columbia; which was read twice by its title, 
and referred to the Committee on the District of Columbia. 

_ Mr. GARLAND asked and, by unanimous consent, obtained leave to 
introduce a bill (S. 2412) to encourage the holding of a world’s indus- 
trial and cotton centennial exposition in the year 1884; which was read 
twice by its title. 

_ Mr. GARLAND. Mr. President, the Cotton-planters’ Association, 
in convention at Little Rock, Arkansas, last November, conceived the 
idea that this bill seeks to enforce. It is a matter of great interest and 
importance to our entire country, but especially so to the cotton-pro- 
ducing portion. The bill asks no financial aid of the Government, no 
expenditure by it at all, but merely a recognition, as has heretofore 
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been given in similar projects put on foot by other industries or enter- 
prises. I do not know that we have any committee in the Senate that 
would especially take charge of it, but I suppose the Committee on 
Agriculture would be the proper custodian of it, and in asking its ref. 
erence to that committee 1 appeal to the committee to give it early con- 
sideration and return it to the Senate as soon as can well be done. 1 
move the reference of the bill to the Committee on Agriculture. 

The motion was agreed to 

Mr. PLATT asked and, by unanimous consent, obtained leave to in- 
troduce a bill (S. 2415) in relation to the delivery of mail matter from 
post-offices; which was read twice by its title. — 

Mr. PLATT. I move the reference of the bill to the Committee on 
Post-Offices and Post Roads, and in connection with it I present a me- 
morial from Henry L. Goodwin, of East Hartford, Connecticut. 

Mr. HAWLEY. I suggest to my colleague that the memorial has 
already been duly referred. 

Mr. PLATT. 
the bill. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The bill will be reterred to the Com- 
mittee on Post-Offices and Post Roads. 

Mr. BUTLER asked and, by unanimous consent, obtained leave to 
introduce a joint resolution (S. R. 128) to pay the Capitol police who 
were on duty January 1, 1882, and were discharged that month, one 
month’s extra pay; which was read twice by its title, and reterred to 
the Committee on Appropriations 

Mr. MILLER, of New York, asked and, by unanimous consent, ob- 
tained leave to introduce a joint resolution (S. R. 129) to provide for 
the printing of the third annual report on forestry by the Commissioner 
of Agriculture; which was read twice by its title, and referred to the 
Committee on Printing. 

Mr. CALL asked and, by unanimous consent, obtained leave to in 
troduce a bill (S. 2414) for the relief of settlers on public lands reserved 
from entry under the grant in aid of the Florida Railroad Company; 
whish was read twice by its title, and referred to the Committee on 
Public Lands. 

Mr. CONGER (by request) asked and, by unanimous consent, ob 
tained leave to introduce a bill (8. 2415) authorizing the Real Estate 
Title Insurance Company of the District of Columbia to act as a trust 
company; which was read twice by its title, and referred to the Com 
mittee on the District of Columbia. 

MESSAGE FROM THE Hot 

A message from the House of Representatives, by Mr. MCPIHERSON, 
its Clerk, announced that the House had passed a joint resolution (1H. 
Res. 324) to provide for the deficienciesin the appropriations for salaries 
of officers, clerks, messengers, and others in the service of the louse 
of Representatives for the fiscal year ending June 30, 1883; in which 
it requested the concurrence of the Senate. 


I desire the committee to have it in connection with 


SE. 


ENROLLED BILLS SIGNED. 

The message also announced that the Speaker of the House had signed 
the following enrolled bills; and they were thereupon signed by the 
President pro tempore : 

A bill (H. R. 3575) to increase the police force of the District of Co- 
lumbia, and for other purposes; and 

A bill (7330) to remove the disabilities of Francis H. Smith, sr., of 
Virginia. 

AMENDMENT A BILI 

Mr. COCKRELL submitted an amendment intended to be proposed 
by him to the bill (H. R. 7327) to establish post-routes; which was re 
ferred to the Committee on Post-Offices and Post-Roads, and ordered 
to be printed. 

INTERNAL REVENUE AND TARIFF DUTIES. 

Mr. MORRILL. I move to proceed to the regular order, that is, to 
take up the tariff and tax bill; and I will take it to be the judgment of 
the Senate if the Senate shall agree to take up the billat this hour that 
they will do it in preference to having an evening session. I do not 
desire to consume another morning in the discussion of the resolution 
on that subject. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The unfinished business will be laid 
before the Senate, if there be no objection. 

Mr. INGALLS. I object to the assumption that the tariff bill is at 
this hour the regular order. 

Mr. MORRILL. Ido not intend to be so understood. 
postpone the regular order. 

Mr. INGALLS. That was the language of the Senator. 

Mr. MORRILL. I know it was. 

Mr. INGALLS. And from that I wish to express my dissent. 

Mr. MORRILL. I move to postpone the present and all prior orders 
for the purpose of taking up the revenue bill. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The question is on the motion of the 
Senator from Vermont, to postpone the regular order, which is the Cal- 
endar. 

The motion was agreed to. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. 
take up the revenue bill. 

The motion was agreed to; and the Senate, as in Committee of the 


I move to 


The Senator from Vermont moves to 
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Whole, resumed the consideration of the bill CH. R. 5538) to reduce 
internal-revenue taxation. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. 
to go to the metal schedule? 

Mr. MORRILL. I supposed that was the understanding yesterday 
evening. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. 
metal schedule, will be read. 

The Principal Legislative Clerk read the item from line 504 to line 
509, as follows: 

Iron ore, including manganiferous iron ore, also the dross or residuum from 
burnt pyrites: 50 cents per ton; as pyritesorsulphuret of iron in its naturalstate, 
containing less than 15 percent. of silica, 50 cents per ton, and in addition thereto 
2) cents per pound for the copper contained therein, 

Mr. MILLER, of New York. I move to amend by striking out in 
line 505, after the word ‘‘pyrites,’’ the words *‘fifty cents,’’? and in- 
serting ‘‘one dollar;’’ so as to read: 

One dollar per ton. 


The PRESIDENT pro tempore. 
of the Senator from New York. 

Mr. MILLER, of New York. Mr. President, when the present tariff 
law was enacted no direct provision was made for a duty upon iron ore. 
It was supposed, I have no doubt, that iron ore could not and never 
would be imported into this country in any considerable quantities. 
For that reason, doubtless, it was not at all mentioned. What has come 
in has come in under the clause of the tariff putting a duty on unmen- 
tioned articles. But in the past few years there has been an advance 
in the price of wages—an advance which began in 1878 and continued 
through 1879and 1880, amounting in the aggregate to at least from 25 to 
40 per cent. upon all wages in manufacturing establishments and in all 
mining operation’. I doubt even if I have stated that high enough, 
and I have no doubt that some of the Senators before me who know 
much more in regard to the industry of mining will be able to show 
that it has been much more than I have stated during the past three 
years. This advance in wages, of course, necessitated an advance in 
the price of the product, and in the case of the mining industries it 
necessitated an advance in the price of the ore. 

Our statistics show us that the importation of ores from Spain and 
Africa has been rapidly increasing during the past three years. In 1879 
we imported in round numbers, 284,000 tons; in 1880 we doubled that 
nearly, importing 493,000 tons; in 1881 we imported 782,000 in round 
numbers, amounting in value in that year to about two and a quarter 
million dollars. What the importation has been for the year 1882 I 
am not now informed, though I believe it is 

Mr. MORRILL. Five hundred and seventy-seven thousand one 
hundred and eighteen tons. 

Mr. MILLER, of New York. Thank you.  Itwill be seen that dur- 
ing the year 1881 we imported from Spain and Africa, countries with 
which we have but little reciprocal trade, countries to which we send 
little if anything, except petroleum, of any great value (and also, as 
the Senator from Massachusetts [Mr. Hoar] informs me, agricultural 
implements and boots and shoes, but a very small quantity of those ar- 
ticles), about two and a quarter million dollars in value of iron, and 
a larger amount in 1882. 

Mr. President, Ishall expect every Senator who is a protectionist from 
principle, and every free-trader who believes in developing the resources 
of his own country, to vote with me upon this proposition. As Iun- 
derstand the theory of protection as it is held out, it is to developthe 
resources of our country, to bring into use the vast resources which na- 
ture has given us. We have valuable iron ores, ores of all kinds, and 
it only requires for their development that capital shall be turned in 
that direction. 

I know it will be said here that iron ore isnothing but an earth which 
can be had for the digging, but the facts in regard tothe mining of iron 
ore are that it is one of the most expensive industries in which wecan 
engage. It requires the largest amountof capital to do it successfully, 
to so open a mine and so conduct it that the ore can be brought out 
cheaply. It requiresa much larger capital tosuccessfully operatea great 
iron mine than it does to operate a blast-furnace or arolling-mill. The 
amount of machinery, the engines and bunkers, the amount of tram- 
ways and cart and dumping machinery employed aboutour great mines 
which are required fortaking out say half a million, orone, two, or three 
million tons of ore per year, is simply enormous. I have the figures 
here to show that on many of our great mines there was spent more 
than a milliondollars in opening up the mines before the owners received 
back one farthing in the way of profit. 

The mines with which we are compelled to compete in Spain have 
been in operation fora long time; they have been thoroughly developed ; 
they are so located that the ores taken from them are easily transported 
to the seacoast and put on board sailing vessels or steam-vessels. In 
fact, as I understand, nearly all these ores can be brought to the coast 
on what might be termed gravitation railroads, where the trains run 
down by the force of gravity and require no steam-power to operate 
them. 

For the past three or four years (prior to which no ores at all were im- 
ported) the importation has increased till at the present time we import 


Does the Senator from Vermont desire 


The first item in Schedule C, the 


The question is on the amendment 








nearly a million tons annually, or about one-eighth of the entire prod- 
uctof this country. The question is whether this theory of protection 
shall be extended to all our industries and all our undeveloped resources 
so as to bring them into play and to make them a source of profit to our 
people, or whether we shall go abroad for our ores and whether we shall 
go abroad for ourcoals. Forone I am frank to say that if the iron and 
steel men of this country demand free ore and free coal, then we had 
better go at once to England and let her make our iron and steel for us 
and bring them here, for that will be much cheaper and it will be much 
more reasonable. But if we are to develop our ore mines and our coal 
mines, then we must give to them a protection which shall bear a just 
proportion to the protection which we grant to the manufacturers of 
iron and steel. 


Mr. VANCE. Mr. President—— 

Mr. MILLER, of New York. I will yield for a question. 

Mr. VANCE. In relation to the assertion that we had better go to 
England to have our iron manufactured there, &c. 

Mr. MILLER, of New York. Under certain conditions. 

Mr. VANCE. I wish to ask the Senator whether under the opera- 
tion of this revenue duty upon pyrites or sulphuret of iron many thou- 
sands and hundreds of thousands of tons of phosphates were not taken 
from this country to England to be treated with sulphuric acid? 

Mr. MILLER, of New York. Iam not particular in regard to that; 
but if it can be shown that we have not the pyrites, and that it would 
be better for us to bring it from abroad, I shall personally have no ob- 





jection to taking that out of this schedule and putting it upon the free- 


list; but the bill has been presented to us in such form that I could 
only arrive at what I desired to arrive by making my amendment in 
line 505. If the Senator from North Carolina will show to the Senate 
that we have not pyrites in any considerable quantity in this country, 
and that there can be no prospect of our ever producing it cheaply here, 
then I should favor putting it on the free-list for the benefit of the in- 
dustry of which he speaks; but certainly neither the Senator from North 

‘arolina nor any other Senator can claim that we have not in this coun- 
try in unlimited quantities all the iron ores that we can ever need, and 
the ores essential for the manufacture of steel as well as iron. 

Now, Mr. President, I know it is claimed by the steel manufacturers 
that ore from Spain and Africa is brought in here because itis necessary 
to mix with our ores in order to make Bessemer steel; that we have not 
ores of such a nature as to enable us to successfully make Bessemer in 
this country. Iam prepared to refute that proposition entirely. I 
know it is made and it has been made largely by men interested in the 
manufacture of iron and steel in New Jersey and in Pennsylvania; but 
there are many undeveloped iron-ore beds in this country which when 
developed will produce all the ore that shall be necessary for the man- 
ufacture of Bessemer steel or of any other grade of steel. We have those 
mines in New York, in New Jersey, and I am also informed that they are 
to be found in some of the Southern States, particularly in the State of 
Virginia, where they have not yet been developed; but they are only 
waiting for the magic touch of capital to open up and develop wealth 
in that State which far surpasses all the wealth that the old State of 
Virginia has ever possessed. I believe that within the past five years 
about $5,000,000 of capital has been taken from the Northern States 
and invested in the State of Virginia in the development of its iron in- 
dustries, and I believe that it has been well invested and that profits 
will be properly returned to it if these industries shall be protected. 
If we are to make our own iron and steel in this country we certainly 
must mine our own ores. We have them here and there is no reason 
why we should go abroad for them. 

Why have we gone abroad for them in the last three or four years to 
so large an extent? Simply because of the difference of wages prevail- 
ing in America and the wages prevailing in Spain and in Africa. What- 
ever may be said of the difference between the rate of wages in England 
and America I presume no one here will deny that the rate of wages in 
Spain and in Africa is much lower than here. The facts are that the 
cost of labor in mining iron ore in the United States is about $1.50 to $2 
per ton for the mere labor of mining it. In Spain the cost of mining,the 
wages paid per day, vary from 35 to 60 cents. Thus we have on the 
one hand a cost of $1.50 to $2 as against a cost in Spain of from 35 to 
60 cents. 

It may be said that the freight would be a sufficient protection. At 
times the ocean freights are a sufficient protection, but these ores are 
brought here almost entirely by the grain-ships; ships coming from 
Liverpool to take grain back, taking grain from here to Liverpool, tak- 
ing freights from there to the Mediterranean, and then returning by 
the way of Spain, bringing the ores from Spain to New York and other 
of our ports, such as Philadelphia and Baltimore. Thus it happens 
that whenever we have a good grain crop, and there is an abundance of 
grain sent abroad, the Spanish ores are brought here. Sometimes, I am 
informed, and I believe it is credible, that some cargoes have been 
brought here in ballast without any charge whatever, except for the 
cost of handling. At all events the rate of freights for these ores has 
been much lower than we can transport ores here on railroad a distance 
of five hundred miles inland. 

Now, sir, I come to a statement which has been made and put broad- 
cast before the Tariff Commission, and I understand this morning that 
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the same statement has been made before the Finance Committee by a 
member of that commission, Mr. Oliver, who particularly has repre- 
sented the iron interest. Here I want to say that it does seem to me 
that in all the hearings before the commission, and in the hearings 
which have been had before the Finance Committee of the Senate, the 
men who particularly represent the manutacture of steel and the man- 
ufacture of iron as distinguished from the iron-ore industry have sub- 
stantially had their own way all the while. They came before the 
commission and before the committee demanding what may seem to 
others large rates of duty; but when it came to the iron ore which we 
are to take out of our mountains, and which is to add so much to our 
wealth if it is to be developed, then they cry out that it isa raw material 
and that they must have it free. 

Why, Mr. President, the amount of labor required to take out a ton 
of iron ore is almost equal to the amount of labor which is put upon 
the manufacture of a ton of pig-iron after the ore and the stone and the 
coal have been delivered to the smelting furnace. Still the rate of pro- 
tection granted to it by this bill and by the commission, and the rate 
that the steel men and the iron men in Pennsylvania and New Jersey 
are willing to give to the iron-ore industry, is not 10 per cent., is not 
one-tenth of the rate which they ask for the manufactured goods. 

Mr. President, on the question as to whether we have in this coun- 
try in unlimited quantities the ores necessary for the making of Bessemer 
steel, I-will send to the Secretary’s desk and ask to have read a letter 
signed by Mr. James A. Burden, of the zreat Bessemer steel and iron 
works at Troy. I ask the attention of the Senators who will within 
five minutes perhaps rise on this floor and state most positively that 
all these Spanish and African ores are brought in here for the purpose 
of mixing With our ores, that we have none of these ores in this coun- 
try, to this letter. 

The Acting Secretary read as follows: 

Troy, N. Y., October 9, 1882. 

Dear Str: Tam in receipt of your letter asking for my views about an in- 
crease upon the present rate of duty oniron ore. You refer to statements made 
by certain parties that there is an insufficient supply of iron ore in the United 
States east of the Alleghany Mountains suitable for the manufacture of Besse- 
mer steel to meet the requirements of the Bessemer steel works located in this 
section of the country. I venture to say thatthe authors of thisstatement have 
arrived at this conclusion without sufficient investigation. I regret I have not 
the time to enter into a full review of all the Bessemer-ore deposits of the East. 
I think, however, it will be sufficient if Ishow to you,asI shall endeavor herein 
to do, that one Eastern ore company alone is able to supply far more than all 
the ore required, excepting for spiegeleisen, by all the Bessemer-steel works 
east of the Alleghany Mountains. I refer to the Chateaugay Ore and Iron Com- 
pany. The mines of this company were first discovered about the year 1864, 
and mining operations were commenced on a small seale in the year 1869. The 
quality of the Chateaugay ore for Bessemer purposes and high-grade steel is 
unsurpassed by any imported or native ores used in the production of Bessemer 
steel in the United States, It is very low in phosphorus, 

Frequent determinations of phosphorus made in the chemical laboratory of 
our works show an average of this element in the Chateaugay ore used by us 
during the past twelve months to be twenty-nine one-thousandths of 1 per 
cent., and the average of phosphorus in the whole production of the Chateau- 

y mines, as shown by the determinations of the Chateaugay Company's chem- 
st during the same time, is twenty-one thousandths of 1 per cent. As good a 

uality of Bessemer steel can be made from the Chateaugay ore alone as from 
the best ores of England, Spain, or Africa, With the exception of the great de- 
posit of iron ore in the north of England, known as the Cleveland deposit, the 
Chateaugay deposits are probably the most extensive continuous veins yet dis- 
covered, and the production of the Chatea y mines is practically limited 
only by the men and machinery employed in its mining operations, It is well 
known that the great Cleveland deposit is high in phosphorus and not suitable 
for the manufacture of Bessemer steel (as is the Chateaugay ore) by the acid 
peoaeen, which is the one used by all the Bessemer-steel works in the United 


€8, . 

The Chateaugay Company have already opened two parallel veins of this Bes- 
semer-steel ore upon their property ; one of these veins averages 18 feet thick, 
and the other 36 feet thick. One of these veins has been opened continuously, 
and is now being worked on its outcrop (which has only a few inches of cover) 
for a distance of about one and a half miles, and this vein has been traced con- 
tinuously on the company’s property for a distance of about five miles. The 
distance between two important workings at the present time on this vein is 
about three and a quarter miles; and the company have other veins which have 
not been traced or examined. 

This property alone—from the veins already explored—is capable (in the opin- 
ion of a competent authority who has had the experience and the opportunity 
to judge of its resources) of producing 6,000,000 tons of Bessemer-stcel ore per 
annum. While this is the maximum output of the mine, yet, for the purpose 
of my argument, I will assume the possible output to be only one-half of this 
quantity, which is certainly making a liberal allowance for “ faults” and other 
irregularities in the deposits. I therefore call the possible annual output of the 
Chateaugay mines 3,000,000 tons, two tons of which will make a ton of the high- 
est quality of Bessemer pig-iron; and should an iron ore higher in metallic iron 
than this be in demand, the Spm A Company could supply a 52 per cent. 
ora 60 per cent. concentrated ore of the oy above referred to. Judging 
from the production from the Ist of January to the Ist of September, 1482, I es- 
timate that the production of the Bessemer-steel works east of the Alleghany 
Mountains for the entire year of 1882 will be about 690,000 tons of finished Bes- 
semer steel of all kinds, including rails, which would require about 820,000 tons 
of pig-iron in its manufacture; and to produce this amount of pig-iron about 
1,640,000 tons of Chateaugay ore would be required. 

Assuming the annual output of the Chateaugay mines to be 3,000,000 tons, as 
already stated, it will be seen that the Chateaugay Ore and Iron Company alone 
can supply 1,300,000 tons in excess of the total quantity required for Bessemer- 
steel pu east of the Alleghany Mountains, I estimate that the product of 
all the Bessemer-steel works in the United States for aoe esos 1882 will be about 
1,800,000 tons of finished Bessemer stee! of all kinds, including rails, which would 
requirein its manufacture 2,050,000 tons of pig-iron; to produce this amount of 

ig-iron 4,100,000 tons of Chateaugay ore would be required, or only 1,100,000tons 
n excess of a — output of the Chateaugay district, 
It may be asked, whether this ore can be mined and sent to market at a price 


which will bring it within reach of the ore consumers. It is a sufficient reply 
fo this that the 


ugay Ore and Iron Company is now delivering its ore to 
ts customers at $3.50 per ton of 2,240 pounds, at Plattsburgh, on Lake Cham- 
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plain, and jruarantees that two tons of the ore will make one ton of pig-iron, 
The freight from Plattsburgh to tide-water on the Hudson is $1 per ton of 2,240 
pounds, and from the Hudson low rates of freight by water can be had to Penn- 
sylvania, New Jersey, and other iron-making districts. 

I can not within the scope of this letter review the advantages to the ore con- 
sumer of a home supply of ore, but as an illustration of the risk of depending 
upon a foreign supply, | would refer to the case of the “ Carlist war” in IS74an« 
1875, when operations were interrupted at the Bilbao mines, which exported to 
all countries, in 1881, 2,500,000 tons of ore. Fancy the condition of this country 
with its ore mines undeveloped, its steel works dependent on foreign countries 
for their supply of ore,anc we at war with a foreign naval power. 

During the coming year the Burden lron Company will use nearly three times 
as much pig-iron as it will make, and my interest in manufacturing pig-iron into 
finished products of iron is more than ten timesas great as my interests in iron 
ore mines, Therefore I do not speak as an ore producer. A manufacturer who 
intended to be in the iron busines but a short time might be in favor of amerely 
nominal duty on ore, as at present, and protection on his finished products of 
iron and steel; but as I expect to continue in the manufacture of iron, and hope 
that my children may succeed me in the same business, lam in favor of increas 
ing the present rate of duty on iron ore toa rate somewhat in proportion tothe 
present rates of duty upon finished steel and iron, in order to encourage the ce 
velopment of the ore deposits of this country and to build up home competition 
in iron ore. 

Yours, truly, 


JAS. A. BURDEN 
Hon. Smiru M. WeED, Plattsburgh, N. ¥ 
Mr. MILLER, of New York. Thisis from Mr. Burden, of Troy, where 
the first Bessemer steel was made in the United States. Am I not correct ? 
Mr. BROWN. Will the Senator please state what is the location ot 
those mines? I did not gather it from the letter. 

Mr. MILLER, of New York. The location of the mine of which M1 
surden speaks is upon Lake Champlain, called the Chateaugay min 
Mr. EDMUNDS. About twenty miles west of Lake Champlain 

Mr. MILLER, of New York. It has direct water communication 
through the Champlain Canal with the Hudson River and tide water. 

It may be said here that this Bessemer steel was first made in this 
country at Troy; it was made out of American ores entirely, as Mr 
Burden states; made out of these ores betore any foreign ores were im 
ported at all into this country. The quality of these ores for this pur 
pose is undoubted. The proof is positive. Anystatement by any steel 
or iron manufacturer that it is necessary to go to Spainor Africa in or 
der to get magnetic iron ore which can be used in the manufacture of 
steel is simply without any foundation whatever. 

The fact is simply this, that by the cheap rate of the wages of which 
I have spoken that prevails in the mines in Spain and Africa and the 
cheap rate of ocean freights which comes trom vessels which earry grain 
from this country and petroleum to Europe and bring the ore back as 
ballast, our mines located even as favorably as those upon Lake Cham 
plain are not able to compete with it, and itis simply and solely on 
account of the rate of duty paid, because the transportation here is 
quite low enough. 

The geological surveys and investigations of the ore made show that 
in the county of Putnam, only forty or fifty miles north of the city of 
New York, there are immense fields of this same ore entirely undevel 
oped and untouched, and all it requires is that some of the capital which 
has been made and accumulated out of the industry of the manufact- 
ures of steel and iron shall be turned to the development of these great 
mines. I think every one will admit that if we have these ores here, 
they are really so much money belonging to the people, and if they are 
developed and the ores brought out here, instead of our sending abroad 
two, three, four, or five million dollars annually to buy ores abroad, 
we add so much to the wealth of the whole country by having them 
developed in our own borders. 

In addition to this the ores which are found on Lake Champlain and 
which are being mined in immense quantities, and in addition to the 
mines which might be developed inthe county of Putnam lying direct], 
on the Hudson River, we have a great iron-ore industry in the Lake 
Superior region known as the districts of Marquette and Menomonee, 
which turn out immense quantities of these ores every year. In th 
Marquette district the amount of capital invested in this business i 
$33,000,000, and in the Menomonee district, $18,000,000. ‘The Mat 
quette district employs 9,000 men and the Menomonee district 5,000 


men. By the labor of these men there are directly supported in thos 
two districts over 50,000 people. 

It may be said, perhaps some of our Western friends who tind that 
their ores are protected by a thousand or eighteen hundred miles of in 
land transportation may be disposed to say, that the ores of Spain and 


Africa can never reach Chicago or Saint Louis, and therefore they are 
in favor of a-low rate of duty, or no duty at all. If they may be dis 
posed to act upon any such selfish motive let me say to them that the 
day is not far distant when the Welland Canal will be completed, and 
when the foreign ores which come to our Atlantic seaboard, and which 
are destroying our iron-ore industries upon the Atlantic seaboard, will 
be able to be put down at the great smelting furnaces in Chicago with 
out breaking bulk, and then our tiiends in the West, who seem disposed 
to take a one-sided view of the tariff question and to be for high pro 
tection upon everything which they produce and for free trade or low 
duties upon things which they do not produce, may find that foreign 
iron ore, which is destroying the iron-ore industries of the Atlantic sea 
coast, will come home to themselves. 

I claim, then, in brief, Mr. President, that the duty upon iron ore 
should bear a just proportion to the duty upon pig-iron and upon the 
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manufactures which come from it. The duty recommended by the 
committee and by the commission on pig-iron is $6.72 a ton, if I remem- 
ber correctly. Ihave shown that the amount of Isbor put on the pro- 
duction of a ton of iron ore is just about equal to the amount of labor 
which is necessary to produce a ton of pig-iron after the ore and coal and 
limestone have been brought togetherat the smelting furnaces. 1 insist, 
then, that if we had asked for about $2 a ton upon iron ore it would 
have been about the proper proportion of that which is proposed to be 
given to the industry of pig-iron; but the producers of ore ask for only 
$laton. With that they do not hesitate to say that these great de- 
posits of ore upon our Atlantic coast, in New York and New Jersey, 
and in Virginia, will be developed, and it will not be ten years be- 
fore some of the most valuable mines in this country will have been 
opened, and undoubtedly the same results will follow them which have 
followed in the manufacture of iron, so that the price will be greatly 
reduced, 

Mr. President, we haveaduty of 75 cents perton upon bituminous coal, 
an article which any one and every one at all acquainted with mining 
knows can be mined for about one-half or less than one-half what it costs 
to mine iron ore. Itis proposed, I see, by the Tariff Commission and by 
the Committee on Finance to cut down the duty upon coal from 75 cents 
a ton to 50 cents a ton and to make the duty upon coal precisely the 
same that they propose upon iron ore. It seems to me that it is out of 
all proportion. Lam not arguingagainst the proposed duty or against the 
present duty upon coal. I believe it to be just and proper to puta duty 
on it. I believe it to be necessary to enable us to develop the vast 
fields of coal which we have in our country; but what I ask and insist 
upon is that there shall be no discrimination, that we shall have such 
a rate of duty on iron ore that we may attract to this production the 
vast capital that is needed, that we may see millions of dollars turned 
into this industry; and by the improvements in the machinery and the 
methods of mining we shall, I believe, in a few years be able to re- 
duce the cost of producing iron ore very largely. When we have done 
that we shall of course reduce the cost of manufacturing pig-iron, and 
bar-iron, and Bessemer steel. 

Mr. EDMUNDs. 
New York? 

Mr. MILLER, of New York. The Spanish ore is selling at some- 
thing like $3 a ton on our seacoast, if I am rightly informed. 

Mr. SHERMAN. Two dollars and eighty cents is the average. 

Mr. MILLER, of New York. The Senator from Ohio says $2.80. 
The iron ore mined on Lake Champlain has been sold at $3.50 a ton, 
delivered at Plattsburgh on board, and then there is to be added the cost 
of freight to New York city. 

It seems to me, Mr. President, that the iron and steel men have made 
a great mistake; that for the sake of a temporary profit, a temporary 
advantage only, they are willing to ask, and have asked through the 
Tariff Commission, that the duty upon iron ore shall be only 50 cents 
per ton. Iam sure it would have been greatly to their advantage to 
have asked and have recommended such a duty upon iron ore as would 
have led to its greater production at home, because we know that it is 
by home competition and by large production here that the price will 
eventually be reduced. But if we are to maintain such a rate of duty 
upon this ore that it can not be mined on the shores of Lake Champlain, 
or on the shores of the Hudson, or in the States of New Jersey and Vir- 
ginia, those mines will be closed; their great machinery, all the imple- 
ments of mining which they have about them will go to waste, and 
what is to be the result? Inevitably, when we come torely upon Spain 
and Africa not for 1,000,000 tons per annum, but for three, four, or five 
million tons, the price will advance greatly; and in case of war, in case 
of internal trouble in Spain, what will be our condition? What would 
be the condition of our iron manufacturers in this country if we were 
to suddenly find ourselves cut off from that supply and all our own 
mines closed? We know that there have been many political troubles 
in Spain during the past few years, and that its government is none too 
solid, none too well settled, and it is not safe for the industries of this 
country to rely upon any such uncertain sources of supply. 

I believe that this proposition can be allowed to rest upon this one 
statement, that we have all the ores in this country necessary for the 
production of every variety of iron and steel; all it requires is that 
capital shall be turned to the development of that industry, and we shall 
have the ore produced in unlimited quantities. 

If protection means anything, if it has any sure foundation to rest 
upon, it is this: that itis to develop the resources of a new country, one 
in which capital and labor are much more expensive than they are in 
the old countries. We have all this material here, and it only requires 
that a fair rate, not an exorbitant rate of protection shall be given to it; 
and the rate asked for by the iron-ore producers is certainly reasonable, 
it is certainly moderate in comparison with the rate of duties which 
are ‘ for by the manufacturers of pig-iron, bar-iron, and Bessemer 
steel. 

I shall be glad if the Senator from North Carolina will forcibly eluci- 
date the question of pyrites, and shall be able to convince the Senate 
as to what ought to be done with that particular item. My amendment 
I desire to have apply only to ordinary iron ores which are used for the 
manufacture of pig-iron. 


What is the cost of the foreign ore when it reaches 
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Mr. MORRILL. Mr. President, I shall occupy but a moment, for | 
much prefer to have a vote than to have the time consumed by further 
discussion. 

Unquestionably this article admits of a great variety and contrariety 
of opinions as to what the proper rate of duty upon itshould be. Man- 
ufacturers as large as any we have on the Atlantic coast insist that it 
ought to come in free, that there is no propriety in putting any duty 
whatever upon it. Manufacturers in other portions of the country say 
that the imported article is so free from phosphorus that it ought to be 
allowed to come in free, because it makes a market for an additional 
ton of iron for every ton of ore that is brought in. 

Under these circumstances iron ore, having been an unenumerated 
article, paid last year and the year previous 20 per cent., which, trans- 
lated into a specitic duty, amounted to56 cents perton. Upona careful 
consideration the Committee on Finance, as a matter of compromise, | 
believe, nearly unanimously held that the report of the commission of 
50 cents a ton was a fair and proper rate to be placed upon the article. 
At all events that was the decision of a majority of the Committee on 
Finance, and I shall be content if it shall remain there. 

Mr. BECK. Mr. President, the vote upon this question will tend 
to settle the principle on which we are likely to proceed in regard to 
the iron schedule. If we are going to impose a heavy tax upon all the 
raw materials that enter into the manufactures of iron and steel, of 
course the iron and steel manufacturers will demand, because of the 
imposition of that tax, higher rates of duty upon their finished products. 
I think the question of our being dependent on Spain in case of war, and 
all suggestions about our being starved out in case ofe is put on the 
free-list, as argued so earnestly by the Senator from New York, will 
hardly be considered by the Senate. The iron-ore products of Lake 
Superior are as independent of Spain as if Spain did not exist, the 
amount that can be brought from those mines, together with the amount 
that can be readily produced all over the country and the profit made 
out of it, is of such a character that Spanish interference does not touch 
this question at all. Iron ore is found in nearly every State, certainly 
in the majority of the States of the Union, in immense quantities. 
There was an argument or statement made before the Tariff Commission 
which I caused to be read again before the Committee on Finance the 
other day, in the form of a question to Mr. Oliver, who was making a 
statement before the committee, which satisfies me that these ores ought 
to be on the free-list. I desire the Secretary to read that portion of the 
statement of Hon. ABRAM 8. HEWITT, made before the commission, 
which I have marked, together with some questions that were asked 
him by the commissioners. 

The Acting Secretary read as follows: 

Iron ore is anearth. There is no labor involved except in digging it out. Ou 
competitors are 3,000 miles away. The freight on iron ore is greater than the 
whole cost of digging it out in thiscountry and putting it upon cars or boats. I 
state this deliberately, for I have heard it said that iron ore came here in ballast 
I want to say that one hundred tons or five hundred tons possibly may have 
come in ballast at some time or other, but it is not true absolutely that it comes 
here in ballast. It comes as a cargo, and generally as an exclusive cargo, ships 
being chartered for the exclusive purpose of bringing it. And in my experience 
I have never known a charter-party under 15 shillings per ton from Africa or 
Spain; that is, about $3.50. If there iscompetition anywhere it must be on the 
coast; in other words, those on the coast are the ones who ought to complain. 
Those in the interiorare protected by the additional freight. Iam a miner of 
iron ore in New Jersey, Pennsylvania, New York, Michigan, Tennessee, and 


Alabama. I believe that statement covers the States in which I am interested 
in mining iron ore. I am told that the Lake Superior men ask for a duty upon 
iron ore. 


The freight upon iron ore from the coast to Chicago and Cleveland (whieh are 
the great markets for Lake Superior ore, though some of it is carried to Pitte- 
burgh)—the freight alone is greater than the cost of mining ore at Lake Supe- 
rior, and the freight thence to Chicago. Of course I can not understand that 
protection is needed in any such case; and in New Jersey, where I am a miner 
of magnetic ores on a large scale, and in Pennsylvania, there is not a pound of 
ore—and I mine at least 100,000 tons a year—that is not put on the cars for less 
money than the freight from Africa and Spain to New York. The duty that is 
_ upon these ores is necessarily added to the price to the consumer. These 

oreign ores come into this country because they are necessary for the purpose 

of mixing with our ores. Their cost, therefore, goes into the cost of the article 
and is paid by the consumer. The Government gets a revenue which it does 
not n You would not be here to-day except for the surplus revenue which 
we do not want. 

A tax is put upon iron ore, which can not compete with the American ore for 
the reason I have given to you,and you put a burden upon the consumer which 
is purely and absolutely unnecessary. The reason why this foreign ore comesin 
is ony it is low in phosphorus, while most of the American ores, I am sorry 
to say, have a little too much phosphorus in them to makea good steel. Every 
ton of foreign iron ore that comes here makes a mafket for a ton of American 
ore that otherwise would not be used, and does not reduce the price, because 
our ore is already sold for half the money that foreign iron ore costs laid down 
here. You uce prices when you have competition, but here the thing is sold 
at higher rates, and therefore it does not reduce the price of American ore, but 
by enlarging the market for it gives us a better price. 

There are no conceivable circumstances under which I think a duty should 
be placed upon American ores, nor is itof any conceivable benefit toany earthly 
interest. On the cane. it is a positive damage to retain it. I do not import 
any foreign iron ore; I do not use any. I use my own ore, but I simply deal 
with the question as a matter of public concern, in which the consumer can be 
benefited without injury to the producer. { 

Commissioner AMBLER. As [ understand your argument it amounts to this: 
that the present or any posed tariff upon foreign iron ore is a mere revenue 
— that, in your judgment, it is not a proper subject for the imposition 
ofa ff. 

Mr. Hewrrt. For the reason that it impairs our ability to produce a manu- 
factured article at a low cost. I have no hesitation in putting a revenue on any 
article, if the Government needs the revenue, but the revenue should be got, as 





far as ble, from such articles as would not obstruct the growth of American 
manufactures. I believe this country isto be the greatest manufacturing country, 
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and I want to make the growth of manufactures as easy and rapid as possible. 
1 would therefore take off the duty on iron ore because it is simply an obstruc- 
tion to the growth of some kinds of business. To take it off is protective in the 
sense that it removes an obstruction, As to the doctrine of protection for the 
sake of protection I may entertain different views. 1 
where it is not necessary, whether I am in favor of protection or not. 

Commissioner OLIVER. You will acknowledge, 1 think, that the 400,000 or 
500,000 tons of iron ore that comes into this country—you may say all of it—has 
been used in making Bessemer-steel rails. 

Mr. Hewitt. The great bulk of it. 

Mr. Ovtver,. And the concerns that have been using this iron ore on which 
there isa duty are the large Bessemer-steel concerns of the seaboard; is not 
that so? 

Mr. Hewitt. Yes, I suppose so. 
Cambria, and some to Pittsburgh. 
Cleveland or Chicago; I think not. 

Commissioner OLIVER. Steel rails have been exceptional, and the profits enor- 
mous beyond that of any other manufactured article in this country? 

Mr. Hewitt. I have never known of any such profits in connection with any 
business with which I have had anything to do. 

Commissioner OLIVER. So that upon this ore the duty has been paid by these 
large Bessemer-steel concerns called monopolies. 

Mr. Hewirr. The Bessemer-steel concerns and all other concerns are mere 
intermediaries between the producer and the consumer ; the more cheaply they 
get their articles the more cheaply will the consumer get his. 

Commissioner Ottver. I think yeu will acknowledge that they rarely pay 
any attention to that, 


Mr. BECK. That presents all the argument I think it necessary to 
make in favor of a motion that I will submit before this paragraph is 
passed, to place iron ore and pyrites on the free-list. I put this ques- 
tion to Mr. Oliver before the committee, after reading that statement 
of Mr. Hewitt’s, leaving out the examination by the commissioners: 

That is his statement. Is that true or not? 

He replied: 

There is a great deal of truth in it. 

Iie then proceeded to show that the Bessemer steel manufacturers 
really took the greatest portion of it. Mr. Oliver, speaking of the Bes- 
semer-steel interest, when the question was put to him by the chairman 
whether or not there would be an increase of revenue hereafter on the 
proposed steel tariff over the present one, said he did not think there 
would be, and this is one of the reasons he gave: 

One of the greatest items of revenue in iron and steel last year, for instance, 
next to pig-iron, was steel rails. At the present rate of 828 a ton this year there 
will not be a steel rail come into the United States. 

Senator Beck. Why not? 

Mr. Oxtiver. The duty is prohibitory. 
and how can you import them? 
At $17.92 duty— 

That is the duty proposed in the present bill— 
the rails used in Oregon, California, and the Gulf States will come from abroad 
because freights are lower at times from Liverpool to San Francisco than they 


I believe it has gone mainly to Bethlehem, 
I do not know whether any has gone to 


They are only worth $38 to S40 per ton, 
It would only leave $12 as cost in England. 


are from New York to San Francisco; sometimes they are not more than half | 


as high. 

Then Mr. ALDRICH asked: 

If Mr. Nimmo has made up that statement as he says, he has made a large re- 
duction on account of the difference in duty on steel rails. 

Mr. OLIVER. It is impossible to tell by statistics what the effect would be. 

He proceeded to state that it was a mistake to suppose that more 
revenue would be received under the proposed tariff than under the 
present, because the tariff proposed by the commission is more prohib- 
itory than the present. It is conceded that the large quantity of iron 
ore that came in last year—indeed that fact is admitted by the Senator 
from New York—was brought here because of the demand tor Bessemer- 
steel rails. By the comparative tables of the Treasury Department 
which I hold in my hand it is shown that that importation amounted to 
433,562,753 pounds, of the value of $6,588,183.42, which paid a duty of 
$5,419,534.44. That revenue we shall lose hereafter, because the tariff 
on steel rails is now prohibitory. They were largely imported, as we 
all know, because the railroads have been extending their lines with 
great rapidity for the last few years, building to secure their charters, 
as many of them were threatened by Congress, building to secure their 
land grants, building to obtain privileges far above and beyond the 
mere cost of the rails. Therefore large amounts of Bessemer-steel rails 
were brought in at any price. They cost here as high as seventy or 
eighty dollars, though now the price is thirty-eight or forty dollars. 
That condition of things has passed away, and this source of revenue is 
gone. Still the prohibitory tax remains, and the proposed tax will be 
almost as prohibitory as the present; quite so in a large portion of the 
country. 

Mr. MAXEY. Will the Senator from Kentucky permit me to give 
the information I have on the point he is now upon ? 

Mr. BECK. I shall be very glad to have it. 

Mr. MAXEY. The record will show that we imported last year at 
the port of Galveston over $3,000,000 of rails, mainly of Bessemer steel. 
Why? Because at that time we were giving railroads built in the State 
of Texas 10,240 acres per mile for building the road, and the amount 
of land was being rapidly exhausted. There were a great many rail- 
roads on foot, and ‘‘first come first served.’’ The mills of the United 
States were overcrowded; they could not fill the orders, and therefore 
the railroads were compelled, notwithstanding the duty of $28 a ton, to 
import their rails from Liverpool. 

Not only was it because they wanted to get the land from Texas that 
they made that large importation, but those roads passing through Texas 
into Mexico received a subvention from Mexico provided they got the 
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roads there within the specitied time; and hence the absolute necessity 
of paying this tax to get the rails, whatever the tax might be, because 
they lost more by not laying the rails than by paying the high duties. 

Mr. BECK. Iam much obliged to the Senator from Texas 

Mr. BROWN. Will the Senator allow me a moment? 

Mr. BECK. Certainly. 

Mr. BROWN. If the Bessemer steel mills were all so crowded that 
they could not fill all the orders, and it was necessary to import rapidly 
from England to Texas, how did it happen that Bessemer steel, which 
was formerly $130 a ton—I remember that I gave that for it 
reduced at the Bessemer mills to $38.50 a ton? 

Mr. BAYARD. The progress of discovery 

Mr. BECK. That shall havea very simple answer. The people of 
Germany and the people of England—tor these patents were foreign pat- 
ents—discovered new processes by which a product could be made even 
better than Bessemer steel; they put down the price; they cheapened the 
product, and to-day and all last year the English and German manu- 
facturers of steel were delivering to Mexico, across the bridge at La- 
redo, the same Bessemer-steel rails from $26 to $28 less than out people 
were paying for them to lay down on the road in Texas that the Sena- 
tor from Texas has spoken about. 

Will the Senator from Georgia assume that any operations in this 
country had any effect upon making the Englishman take $26 a ton 
less for his Bessemer-steel rails trom a Mexican than he would irom an 
American, or that he would take $26 a ton less on the great Canadian 
railroad trom Winnipeg to the Pacitic than he would trom the Northern 
Pacific, running parallel to it on this side? It was foreign competi 
tion between nations having free trade that brought the price down; 
and our people hung on to the foreign price with the tax added as 
closely as they could, and when they could not sell for any more than 
the foreign price and the tax, then they had to come down, and they 
are seiling now at less because they overstocked themselves, because 
with the enormous price they were getting, with the $28 a ton duty 
added, they are now found with a surplus stock on hand. 

Mr. BROWN. Allow meamoment. The Senator from Texas states 
that the large importations in Texas grew out of the faet that the 
northern mills were so crowded that they could not fill the orders. The 


has been 


| Senator from Kentucky now states that they dropped down on account 





of the low price all around them, because they had such a reserve that 
they could not dispose of it 

Mr. BECK. I desire to say to the Senator from Georgia that they 
dropped down because the railroads through Texas were finished and 
the demand for building railroads had ceased. We completed 10,000 
miles of new railroad last year, besides the improvements of the old 
ones, substituting Bessemer steel for old iron rails; and like every other 
overdone monopoly, protection does not protect it after the consump 
tion ceases or goes down so low that the people inside of this country 
do not want it, for they can not sell to anybody outside of it without 
having to sell at the same price that the German, the Englishman, and 
the Frenchman will do in the open markets of the world. But they 
will not sell at that price, they will close their factories and allow their 
laborers to starve before they will sell at the price which other people 
sell at. There is where the trouble is now, and always will be so long 
as you by legislation seek to make men rich and fasten high prices upon 
your own people, while all your competitors in Mexico, in Canada, and 
elsewhere are laying down their roads to compete with you at one-half 
what the American is compelled to pay for his rails and his locomotive 
under your false system of protection. 

Mr. BROWN. All I have asked is to reconcile the two statements. 
I have not heard it done. 

Mr. BECK. The Senator from Georgia can not be satisfied, I sup- 
pose; whatever the tariff put on is, he will vote for it, if itis 100 or 150 
ver cent. Ido not expect to convert him, nor do I expect to convert 
any of these gentlemen who believe in protection for protection’s sake 

Mr. BROWN. The Senator from Kentucky has no right to make any 
such statements. The Senator from Georgia has avowed on this floor 
again and again that he was opposed to all protection for protection’s 
sake. 

Mr. BECK. [am glad to hear it, and by the time we are through 
with the iron schedule I hope he will make his word good 

Mr. BROWN. The Senator from Georgia lias not said that he would 
vote for any 100 per cent. He has iiot said that he would vote tor one 
dollar for protection alone. Therefore the Senator from Kentucky is 
going beyond the ground that he should go when he assigns a position 
to the Senator from Georgia that he does not occupy. 

Mr. BECK. Iam not assigning any such position. 

Mr. MAXEY. That great line, the International, is completed en- 
tirely through the State of Texas to Laredo, and not only to Laredo, 
but it is beyond that and has reached Monterey. The great line from 
Houston around to San Antonio and E1 Paso iscompleted. The Texas 
Pacific is completed; the Houston and Texas Central is completed. 
There is not a trunk line in the State that is not completed; and there 
fore the great need has passed by. 

Mr. BECK. And the great inducement to obtain the land grant has 
ceased. 


Mr. MAXEY. The land is exhausted. 
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Mr. BROWN. That does not answer the question as to reconciling 
the two statements made by the twoSenators. One said that the home 
mills could not supply the demand because they were so crowded with 


orders, and the other said that surrounding competition had compelled | 
the home mills to disgorge or put on the market a very large surplus | 


they had been holding for some time. 

Mr. BECK. There is no contradiction between the statements of 
the Senator from Texas and myself. 
tions existed which were named by myself and the Senator from Texas, 
all that they could buy here at any price, all that they could get from 


Europe at any price, was obtained as rapidly as possible so as to secure | 
But the very moment | 


those land grants and the great benefits outside. 
that artificial condition of things disappeared, the moment the lands of 
Texas were exhausted, the moment the roads were finished, the moment 
the great lines ceased to be pressing forward as they were then, and 


the railroads were under no such imperative outside necessity, they | 


ceased to demand the amount of Bessemer steel that they did before. 

That is what Mr. Oliver means when he says that the tariff now on 
Bessemer steel at $28 a ton is prohibitory, and at the present rate he 
says there will not a steel rail come into the United States; and yet 
last year while this pressure continued, as I read a little while ago, 
433,562,753 pounds did come in, of the value of $6,585,183.42, paying 
a revenue of $5,419,534.44. Why did Mr. Oliver say that none would 
now come in? Because he verifies what I say and what the Senator 
from Texas has said, that the conditions which existed last year as they 
were stated by the Senator from Texas have ceased, the land grants have 
been exhausted, the roads have been completed, and the demand has 
ceased; and now the same rate of duty which existed last year when 
these millions of tons came in, Mr. Oliver, the man at the head of the 
iron schedule of the tariff, says it is absolutely prohibitory, and that 
even at $17.92, the rate proposed by the new bill, it will be prohibitory 
except along the southern coast and in California, where ships will take 
freights from Liverpool cheaper at times than they will bring them to 
New York. 

I rely on the argument of Mr. Hewitt in the statement made so 
clearly before the commission and on the well-known fact that we have to 
allow cheap raw material—and this is raw material—if we expect manu- 
factures to be sold at a reasonable rate. If you expect to reduce the 
cost of the manufactured products of iron and steel, of tin-plate, of 
cotton-ties, and hundreds of other things that people use all over this 
country, we must allow.the manufacturers to have cheap material out 
of which to make their goods, we must allow them to bring from abroad 
what we can not produce as well here. Let them combine with our 
iron ore the ores of Spain and other countries which are lower in phos- 
phorus in order to give them a chance to make cheaper and better iron 
out of which they can have cheaper manufactures. 

The second clause of this schedule is a miserable attempt at protec- 
tion: 

Pyrites or sulphuret of iron in its natural state, containing less than 15 per 
cent, of silica, 50 cents per ton, and in addition thereto 2) cents per pound for 
the copper contained therein. 

That provision increases the present tariff from about $1.50 to $2 or 
$2.25, by some calculations more than that. It isan absolute increase 
upon articles that are used largely for fertilizers, there being only about 
55 per cent. of iron in the pyrites after the sulphur is taken out of it, 
and yet that is placed at 50 cents a ton with only 55 per cent. of iron 
ore in it, being the same tax that is placed on the iron ore which is all 
iron ore, nearly doubling the tax because, I repeat, there is only about 
h5 per cent. of iron ore in it after the sulphur is taken out; then to see 
if there is not something else that can be squeezed out by taxation to en- 
rich somebody, the little copper that is in it has to be taxed 2} cents a 
pound. It is estimated that these pyrites contain from 2 to 2} per cent. 
of copper. 

They are brought here for the purpose of being used as fertilizers. 
The iron is separated by an expensive process, and the copper by another 
expensive process; but none of these pyrites are ever brought here for 
the purpose of getting the iron and copper out of them, but they are 
brought to be prepared for manure; brought to enable men to enrich 
their land, and thus raise crops; and yet because there is 2 per cent., 
some say 24 per cent. of copper, certainly not over 24, that is to be 
squeezed out and taxed in addition in order to protect some starving 
industry. 

I have a statement, which I am informed is not controverted by the 
copper men themselves, which was furnished to a committee engaged 
in the investigation of this question, showing how the copper interest 
is starving. [| may as well say now that we made a pretense of reduc- 
ing the tariff on copper 1 centa pound, or from 5 cents to4 cents. The 
duty was prohibitory at 5 cents; it is prohibitory at 4 cents, and it would 
be prohibitory at 3 cents, because we are, I believe, the greatest copper 
producers in the world, 

It is just like pretending that to save a man from drowning in fifty 
feet of water we will lower the depth down to forty or thirty, when we 
could drown him in ten feet justas well asin fifty. All that class of re- 
ductions are mere false pretenses, like tariffs on cotton, wheat, corn, 
and other products of that sort. The statements that I allude to are 
as follows; [| expect they are substantially true: The Calumet and 
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, Hecla stock on LakeSuperior, which cost $8 a share, is now worth $250 
and this company produces three-fourths of all the copper produced ir, 
| the Lake Superior region. That poor starving industry has to be pro- 
tected by imposing a duty on the 2} per cent. of copper that may be 
found in the iron pyrites. The Copper Queen Mining Company of Ari- 
| zona, with a capital invested of less than $50,000, has declared diy; 
| dends in two years amounting to $500,000. 
| Of course they need protection. The Clifton mines in Arizona, owned 
by English and Scotch stockholders, pay about the same dividend 
The Montana mines are shipping their product to England. 
| These three mines produce nine-tenths of all in copper outside of th. 
| Lake Superior region. 
| Mr. ALDRICH. I suppose the Senator is aware that I have an 
| amendment to this section, which has the assent of the Committee oy, 
| Finance, to take out the duty on copper ? 

Mr. BECK. The Senator from Rhode Island said to me that he 
thought it ought to come off. That is all I know about the assent of 
the committee. 

Mr. ALDRICH. I have the assent of a majority of the committee 

Mr. BECK. I am very glad to hear that. He has certainly my 
assent. It may be all I can get, but I desire pyrites and iron ore to be 
placed on the free-list, and shall so move whenever an opportunity 
arises, 

Mr. SHERMAN. Mr. President, to save the time of the. Senate | 
propose, as briefly as I can, to give my view of several questions that 
are included in the metal schedule. 

The metal schedule is by far the most important one in this bill; in 
deed, without it the bill itself would be almost insignificant. The 
time that has been consumed during this short session on the part of 
the bill that has preceded the metal schedule seems to me to have been 
time wasted without reason and without cause. The changes in the 
preceding schedules have been so slight that they should have been dis- 
posed of by an intelligent committee or a body of statesmen in one day 
But this metal schedule, I admit, does present grave difficulties that 
should fairly be debated; not merely item by item, but by broad gen- 
eral principles of public policy—a policy fit to be adopted by the Senate 
of the United States in passing upon taxes which affect the whole range 
of the productions of the United States 

In the outset here is a proposition made to increase the duty on iron 
ore; there is also a proposition made by the Senator from Kentucky 
[Mr. BECK] to repeal all duties on iron ore; and here we have the ex 
treme views of this question. On the other hand the Tariff Commis 
sion recommends a duty of fifty cents a ton on iron ore from wherever 
imported. 

Mr. President, whieh of these propositions is correct? The Senator 
from Kentucky caused to be read the evidence of a member of the other 
House, a gentleman of high character, who himself is interested in the 
subject-matter, who manufactures iron on the seashore, and he is in fa- 
vor naturally of free iron ore, but favors duties on iron manufactures. 
Why should iron ore come in free and not iron? Why should Mr. Hew- 
ITT (because his name was mentioned) be in favor of free iron ore, and 
yet want a tax of 2 cents a pound on the iron that he makes? On what 
principle can thisstand? Upon what basis can the Senator from Ken- 
tucky propose to make iron ore free and yet subject other iron to a duty 
of twenty, forty, or sixty dollarsaton? I impute no wrong to him but 
I can not find in his opinion a reason or policy upon which the Senate 
can justly act. 

What is iron ore? It is said that it is a clay in the soil. Well, sir, 
we are clay of the earth, and very earthy oftentimes, and clay is of little 
or no value in the earth; it is not counted as money in any man’s pocket. 
And so with iron ore; it is so abundant in this broad country of ours that 
an iron mine, wherever located, unless developed by labor, is worth but 
little more than clay. As the basis for production clay itself is a price- 
less treasure, worth more than all the gold and silver of the world, it 
you measure it for its use and for the metal that isin it and that some 
day will be developed from it; but as it is it is worth nothing except 
the cost of digging it; but todig a ton of pig-iron at the mines in Lake 
Superior or at the iron mines on Lake Champlain, or out of the Iron 
Mountain near St. Louis (and these are among the best mines I know 
of in this country) costsso much labor, so many days’ labor, sometimes 
more and sometimes less, according to the facilities they have at hand, 
according to the capital that has been employed to develop the mines; 
and this labor of mining is the cost of the iron ore and substantially its 
market value. 

Should that labor be protected? If labor is not to be protected in the 
development of mines, why should it be when expended in the process 
of manufactures? What is it we wish to protect? Sir, I would not vote 
one penny of tax to induce capital in this country to go into any manu- 
facturing industry. Capital in this country is strong enough and broad 


enough and rich enough and sufficiently developed to go into any busi- 
ness that offers a fair and reasonable profit, and therefore I vote for no 
tax or tariff on any article for the protection of capital in this country. 

The time was when it was important to induce capital to go into 
manufacturing pursuits. That time has passed, and the United States 
are now among the wealthy nations of the world as well as among the 
powerful nations; and therefore we do not levy taxes to induce capita! 
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to enter into profitable industry. The capital will go where it has an 
expectation of profit. My idea of protection is to diversify our indus- 
tries; to secure to laborers fair wages; to prevent that kind of competi- 
tion that tends to degrade labor. This protection of labor should ex- 
tend to agriculture, to commerce, to shipping, to mines, to manufact- 
ures, to all kinds of industry. 
revenues to support the Government, but forthe highest political motives 
affecting the happiness, the comfort, the health, the education, the in- 
telligence and manhood of our people. Nearly all the materials neces- 
sary for all sorts of production exist in the United States. They are 
available at reasonable cost. Any labor applied to their development 
should secure such pay as is suflicient to feed, clothe, and care for an 
American laborer. It should be applied at the best localities. The 
measure of protection should extend only so far as to create competition 
and not to create home monopoly. With these limitations I believe 
that protection is a wise public policy that will tend to reduce prices 
by home competition and will benetit all classes of laborers, whether 
engaged as farmers or artisans, and all parts of our country. 

What is the principle upon which protection is based? Why should 
the Government tax all the people to protect the laborer? It is that 
in this country it is not wise as a matter of public policy that the 
wages of our workingmen should be reduced to the standard of wages 
in Europe. That is the only firm foundation on which the doctrine of 
protection stands; and if that isabandoned there isthe end of thedoctrine 
of protection. Free trade is the natural and normal condition of man- 
kind; but as we have established in this country a republic of men, 
all of whom are equal, a majority of whom are the masters who make 
and unmake laws, we say that as a principle of public policy their la- 
bor shall not be degraded, shall not be reduced by competition with 
foreign lakor or pauper labor, or any kind of labor so that they will 
not have the advantages and benefits and educational facilities due to 
American citizenship. That is the broad foundation upon which this 
whole tariff system rests. 

If that be so why should not the labor employed in taking ore out 
of the mines be protected? Why should the iron ore from Spain, mined 
at a cost of 35 cents per day’s labor, planted by nature on the Medi- 
terranean shores, or of the Bay of Biscay, or the Atrican coast, where 
it can be gotten very cheaply, be allowed to come here without duty 
to compete with the same industry here? Sir, I have a statement here 
from Mr. John F. Quarles, who was for a long time the American con- 
sul at Malaga, Spain. He says of these iron ores which are brought 
here and with which our laboring men have to compete: 

A careful investigation into this subject showed that in the Bilbao mines the 
wages of the miner ranged from 35 to 50 cents per day. An estimate obtained 
from a superintendent of one of these mines showed that the cost of extracting 
a ton of ore did notexceed 40cents. It wasalsoestimated that where reasonably 
good facilities existed the cost of transportation to the seaboard ranges from 35 
to 40 cents perton. Adding 20 cents for putting the ore on board of vessels, the 
total cost of a ton of this ore, free on board, would be $1.05. 

Do we want our laboring men in this country to work at 35 cents a 
day and to compete in digging out iron ore at a cost of $1.05? If we 
do, then the whole theory and principle of this bill is an utter de- 
lusion. Ifthe higher forms of manufactures must only be protected 
and not that labor which lies at the foundation of them all, then, as a 
matter of course, this is a manufacturers’ bill and not a laborers’ bill; 
it is a bill to protect capital and nota bill to protect labor. The people 
who are engaged in developing these iron ores of ours are just as much 
entitled to protection as if they were feeding the rolling-mills of our 
country or making any form of manufactures. 

Sir, it so happened that during the last year and the year before 
freights from the Mediterranean to this country were very cheap. Ves- 
sels from all lands and climes were laden with our wheat and corn car- 
ried over to feed Europe in 1880 and 1881, and came back either empty 
or with such ballast as they could pick up on the way. In this man- 
her, according to the statement of Mr. Quarles, the freight per ton of 
iron ore brought from Spain and Africa was reduced at one time to the 
low rate of $1.46 per ton. He says: 

Fig 1880-'81 grain freights were good, and all freights touched as low as $1.46 per 


These vessels came back with ballast of iron ore in order to carry 
back to their countries the wheat and corn of America. 

Now, sir, is it right that the delvers for iron ore in our developed 
mines should be compelled to compete with this kind of labor and this 
kind of transportation? I am told by a gentleman from New Jersey 
that it costs more to carry the iron ore and the pig-iron from some of 
the furnaces in New Jersey to the city of New York than it costs to carry 
iron ore from Spain to New York. It costs more to carry iron ore from 
Lake Superior to the market at Youngstown in Ohio than it does to 
carry iron ore in favorable seasons across the Atlantic Ocean. It costs 
more to carry the sulphates that are taken in South Carolina up to At- 


lanta than it does to cross the ocean with those same sulphates. I be- 
lieve I am correct in that. Senators here will know about it. Local 


transportation is always higher. 

Therefore, that there should be a just and fair and reasonable duty 
on iron ore is manifest, and the proposition of the Senator from Ken- 
tucky to place iron ore on the free-list would be a manifest injustice. 
What the rate shall be is a question of doubt. I have been disposed 
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to regard the report of the Tariff Commission as about right. 1 know 
that many persons interested in this business have assured me that 85 
cents is the lowest: some ask $1: some want 60 cents: others 70 cents. 
The duty under the present law at 20 per cent. ad valorem is 56 cents 
a ton. 

If there could be a reduction on all forms of metallic industry equiv 
alent to about 10 or 12 per cent., then I could see that it was fair and 
right to reduce the duty on iron ore to about 50 cents; but I say to the 
gentlemen who are engaged in other industries that if they apply one 
rule to iron ore they must apply the same rule to all other branches of 
manufacturing under this bill. They can not reduce iron ore and then 
refuse to reduce other things. 

So with pig-iron. Pig-iron is the foundation of all the iron industries 
of the United States. We employ in this country over $600,000,000 of 
capital in the iron and steel industry. We manutaeture in this coun 
try 3,700,000 tons of pig-iron. The Senator trom Kentucky was a 
little confused in his figures a while ago when he was talking about 
millionsand hundreds of millions of tons of Bessemer-steel rails brought 
to this country. It was so many million pounds, four hundred and 
thirty-odd million pounds, making about 220,000 tons, but we manu 
facture in this country 3,700,000 tons of pig-iron. 

This is the industry which lies at the foundation of all other indus 
tries of iron. That industry can be prosecuted in twenty-tive of the 
States of the Union and in every Territory of the Union. The natural 
facilities for it are scattered everywhere broadcast. At Lake Champ 
lain, all along the Alleghany Mountains, all along the Rocky Mount 
ain range, the Nevada range, and in all the spurs of those mountains, 
in deposits and hills, in the plains, on the borders of the Mississippi, in 
Indiana, in Illinois, more in Missouri, everywhere iron ore abounds. 
There are over five hundred blast furnaces burning day and night, light 
ing the skies to reduce iron ore into pig-iron. If you do not apply the 
same rule of protection to pig-iron that you do to other manufactures 
of iron you do a gross injustice. 

Whatis pig-iron? It is nothing but clay, the Senator from Kentucky 
says, nothing but dirt dug out of the bowels of the earth. That is all 
that it was until the hand of labor converted it into metal worth $20 a 
ton. Itisalllabor. Every element which enters into the cost of the 
manufacture of pig-iron is labor and labor only. The capital employed 
is but a small portion of the cost. The amount of capital employed in 
building and maintaining a furnace is comparatively small compared 
with the product of that industry. If pig-iron can not be protected 
by a reasonable duty then no other iron ought to be 

It seems to me that the great mistake which is made by the Com 
mittee on Finance in this schedule is that it proposes to reduce the duty 
on pig-iron more than the Tariff Commission has done. The commis- 
sion reduced the duty on pig iron from $7 a ton to three-tenths of a 
cent per pound, or $6.72 per ton, and in that way proposed a reduc 
tion which if carried through the whole list would have been reasona 
ble and just and right and proper. The Committee on Finance, I be 
lieve, without sufficient consideration, without careful analysis, pro 
posed to reduce the duty on pig-iron down to $6 a ton, or 72 cents a ton 
less than was proposed by the Tariff Commission. If pig-iron is not 
to be protected, what other kind of iron ought to be protected? Pig 
iron can be made everywhere in Europe as wellas inthiscountry. Five 
hundred thousand tons of pig-iron were imported last year even against 
a duty of $7 a ton. The competition is close and severe. The probable 
effect of this reduction is stated by two of my constituents, gentlemen 
of the highest character. One of them says: 

I beg you to consider well the fact that the reduction of the tariff on pig-iron 
to $% per ton, as proposed by the bill now before the Senate, will be very disas 
trous to that manufacture in Ohio and generally throughthe country. Pig-iron 
manufacturers in Ohio have not made 6 percent. interest on the capital invested 
for the last three years, nor for the six years preceding. This is a pretty sweep 
ing statement, and yet I am confident of its exact truth, If foreign iron is to 
have a better relative position than for these last three years then it must of ne 
cessity supply a much larger portion of requirements and domestic production 
correspondingly decline. 

The Tariff Commission schedule made pretty large reductious in rates, but it 
made them where they could be borne, and the iron trade was prepared to ae 
cept them, but the Senate bill is, in its present form, exceedingly objectionable 
in very many particulars, and we must utterly protest against it with all the 
energy we have. 

Another writes me that 


At the time the Tariff Commission made their report it was thought best by 
ourselves and other pig-iron manufacturers here not to kick up any rumpus rel 
ative to the proposed reduction of 28 cents per ton in the tariffon pig-iron, al 
though we thought and still think the duty should be advanced instead of re 
duced. . 

I notice by the report of the Senate Finance Committee they propose recom 
mending a reduction to $% per ton 

If this recommendation is adopted it will blow out halfthe furnaces in the 
country. We therefore enter our protest against any reduction, and hope the 
matter will receive careful attention at your hands 

The importations in 1882 foot up over half a million tons, every ton of which 
should have been and could have been made in this country had pig-iron re 
ceived its proper share of protection 


I believe the opinions expressed in these letters are supported by the 
evidence taken before the Tariff Commission and justify me in insisting 
that the relation between the various branches of the iron industry 
must be preserved. I have seen, I regret to say, that in framing this 
bill it seemed to be too much in the interest of the advanced processes 
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of manufacture, too muchin conformity with the ideas of Mr. HEwirt, 
that labor employed in delving the mine was not to be protected, while 
labor employed in rolling iron and converting it into bars, hoops, wire, 
and machinery were to be protected. The rates of some of the higher 
grades of iron have been advanced instead of reduced, as will appear as 
you proceed in the investigation of this schedule, while the rates upon 
the very basis of this industry have been unduly reduced. 

I would be entirely willing to make one uniform reduction on the 
iron industry, but not based upon the present tariff rates, because they 
are unequal and unjust on account of the great changes in the relative 
value of articles that have been developed during the lapse of twenty 


years. These changes make a revision of the tariff on metals imper- 
ative. The present tariff is grossly unequal as to many forms of iron, 


and therefore a uniform reduction of 10 or 20 per cent. upon the pres- 
ent rate would not be fair and just. 

The duties on several kinds of iron have been unduly reduced by the 
decisions of the courts and the faulty and imperfect provisions of the 
old tarifflaw. New articles have been devised and new processes of 
manufactures invented that did not exist before. No such words as 
**blooms of steel’? are to be found in the tariff law, and yet blooms of 
steel are the basis of nearly all the Bessemer steel imported into this 
country. ‘This article is now used more than all others in the manu- 
facture of steel rails. Many articles are not named on the tariff-list be- 
cause they did not exist when that tariff was framed and are now ad- 
mitted as ‘‘unenumerated articles’? under ad valorem rates, out of all 
proportion to the specific duties levied on old forms of iron and steel. 
In this way articles of advanced manufacture of much higher intrinsic 
and market value pay a far less rate of duty than the articles of iron 
and steel from which they are manufactured. 

By new devices, by new processes, new articles have been manufact- 
ured of which there was no conception when the tariff law was framed, 
thus reducing the duties on some articles of steel and iron far below 
their relative rate to others, rendering the metal schedule a bundle of 
absurdities and incongrnities. This should be our first business to 
correct, If a great earthquake would sink a continent, thus displacing 
a portion of the earth’s surface, another would appear no doubt in other 
portions of this round world of ours. Sucha derangement has been pro- 
duced in the matallic schedule. New discoveries in the production of 
steel have entirely deranged, overthrown as by an earthquake, all har- 
mony in the duties on steel and iron. 

Thus steel, which was once an advanced product of iron, is now 
cheaper than iron itself. The time will come when under the basic 
process and the Bessemer process steel will be sold readily in this coun- 
try at $20 a ton. Houses will be built of it, all forms of useful imple- 
ments will be made of it. A general reduction under the present tariff 
would be grossly unequal and unjust; but if these inequalities are cor- 
rected and harmonized future reductions of duties can readily be made 
by an ad valorem rate, 

Some of the inequalities of the present tariff on metals have grown 
out of the decisions of the courts. Take sheet-iron, for instance. 
Sheet-iron has paid nota high rate of duty, about 35or 40 percent., from 
1} to 2 cents a pound, and yet under a decision of the courts, founded 
upen a technical construction of the law, tin-plates, which are nothing 
in the world but sheet-iron covered with a thin coating of tin, eleven 
parts iron and one part tin, are admitted at a duty of 1.1 cents a 
pound. Thus the iron which is the base of the sheeted tin is charged 
a duty of 1} centsa pound, while the completed article in a higher state 
of advance is charged only 1.1 cents a pound. That is a palpable and 
gross inequality and ought to be corrected. 

So with steel rods. The old tariff had no provision for a specific duty 
on steel rods, for steel was not manufactured in that form; and yet by 
the discovery of the use that could be made of steel wire in making 
barbed wire fences in the West over 60,000 tons of steel wire have been 
imported ata nominal duty of 30 percent. asa ‘‘ non-enumerated article,’’ 
and is now probably, next to Bessemer-steel blooms, the largest item 
of imported steel. As a matter of course these derangements of exist- 
ing rates make it more difficult for us now to revise the tariff. 

When we approached this subject I was determined for one to make 
a fair and just reduction of duties on all the articles mentioned in the 
metallic schedule, but I wished first to equalize the duties on all arti- 
cles according to their relative value, and then to apply a fair rate of 
reduction tothe revised list. I would have voted for the reduction of iren 
ore to 50centsaton. I was willing to vote for the reduction of pig-iron 
to three-tenths of 1 cent a pound, as proposed by the Tariff Commission. 
When we approached the higher grades of manufacture it became proper 
and right to advance the rate of duty, now too low, on certain articles, 
but we found an indisposition to yield to this reasonable and fair rule 
of equalityand harmony. When we came for instance to tin-plate there 
was 2 cry all over the country that we were going to raise the duty on 
tin-plate, which was used in every household for canning fruits, pre- 
serving meats, and the like. It was said that it was wrong to thus in- 
terfere with a new industry which enabled us to export our surplus 
products. When these tin cans are exported there is always a draw- 
back allowed for the duties paid on the tin used. No mention was 
made of that, however, though the exporters of the tin cans are very 
careful to get their drawback. The duty was in effect only paid on the 





tin used in home consumption. It is manifestly right that this article 
should pay a duty at least equal to the iron of which it was made, but 
when the Tariff Commission proposed to advance the duty on tin-plate 
to about the just proportion to tagger-iron or sheet-iron, of which it 
was composed, then there was an outcry that the commission were rais- 
ing the duty on an article of prime necessity. That was the unjust 
complaint to which the Finance Committee-yielded in reporting this 
bill. 

So again with these steel rods. When we undertook to make the 
duty on steel rods conform to other rates of the tariff it was said we 
were raising the duty on the wire that made the fences all over the 
plains of the West, and there was an outcry against that. So when- 
ever we endeavored to equalize the tariff rates so as to conform to ex- 
isting values we found this outcry, and the Finance Committee yie!ded 
to it. 

Yet, on the other hand, when we came to deal with crucible steel and 
other forms of steel of higher value than Bessemer steel, the manufact- 
urers of crucible steel demanded even higher rates of duty than are pro- 
vided by existing law. They said it cost $5 to do the work here that 
was done in England with $1.83. If we yielded to their representa- 
tions we would have reduced the duties on iron ore and pig-iron, and 
raised the duty on crucible steel and all the innumerable articles of 
machinery made from steel. It was urged upon us that this would 
increase the cost of every mower and reaper, of every thrasher and saw, 
and the multitude of agricultural implements manufactured in this 
country, and which constitute the most striking evidence of the skill 
and invention of the American mechanic. An increase of the duty on 
the higher grades of iron and steel would be a marked departure from 
the purpose and intent of this bill, the reduction of the taxes imposed 
by our TariffCommission. In respect to these articles the Finance Com- 
mittee have made some marked changes in the report of the Tariff 
Commission. 

Mr. President, I have said enough to show the difficulty which we 
have had to encounter in framing this schedule. I say now that the 
bill as framed by the Tariff Commission is better in some respects than 
the bill reported by the Finance Committee. I believe the reductions 
made by the Finance Committee are in two or more items injudicious, 
and especially in that of pig-iron. I know all the members of that 
committee did the best they could in the limited time allowed them. 
I think they have reduced the rates on some forms of iron below what 
they ought to be. For instance, sheet-tin ought to be rated according 
to its intrinsic value. It ought to be taxed higher than the iron of 
which it is composed. It is said it can not be manufactured in this 
country. That is true while it is taxed at only one-half of the rate on 
similar articles. But if placed at the proper rate it can as readily be 
made here as any article on the iron schedule. The block-tin is ad- 
mitted duty free and the sheet-iron is made largely in the United States. 
The sheet-tin could readily be produced here, and domestic competi- 
tion would rapidly reduce its eost, as it has done other articles of the 
same kind. 

The rates of duty on Bessemer steel could be reduced even more than 
has been proposed. The market value and cost of this article is being 
reduced greatly. Bessemer steel rails are now sold in the domestic 
market for $38 and $40 a ton. They are sold in the foreign market at 
$22 aton. This form of steel ought to be as cheap as any form of iron. 
The duty is maintained at $17 a ton, while the domestic price is largely 
enhanced by a monopoly in patents which are held, not for use in man- 
ufactures, but to deter competition. 

It seems to me that the metal schedule proposed by the Tariff Com- 
mission is in the main correct, and that the changes which have been 
made in this schedule have not improved it. The Committee on Fi- 
nance has consented, and probably the Senate will do the same, to the 
continued existence of unequal and unfairrates, thus yielding to a popu- 
lar demand, rather than adoptand apply a fair and just rule to kindred 
and similar articles. The popular demand for cheap wire fences and tin 
cans may cause the Senate to yield to an unjust and unequal rule of 
taxation. 

Sir, there is but one true rule in framing a tariff bill, and that is to 
give to all classes of labor an equal degree of favor and protection, 
whether employed in agriculture, manufactures, or commerce; whether 
to gather wealth from the earth or from the air; whether from the 
waters or by fire; whether by the arts of chemistry or the ruder forms 
of mechanical labor. All taxes should be impartially assessed, and all 
duties should be based upon value, but for ease and certainty of collec- 
tion they should as far as possible be reduced to a specific form. When 
you come to apply these rules it may be difficult, but I believe this dil- 
ficulty has been substantially met by the Tariff Commission, and that 
the Committee on Finance have not been able to greatly improve the 
work of the commission. 

The more I study their work, the more I study the provisions of their 
schedules, although I shall vote to change some of the rates proposed 
by them, yet I believe they have given to our tariff laws an intelligent 
and careful scrutiny, with a view to make a fair and just reduction of 
taxes, I know that in this I differ very much from my friend from 
Kentucky. He has gone off upon the idea that this is a trick, a plan 
to cheat the people, to delude them with the hope of a reduction with- 
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out the purpose of reducing taxes. I can see in the bill, on the other 
hand, a careful and judicious scrutiny, made by intelligent men who 
knew what they were doing, to reduce taxes and at the same time to 
be just and fair to all industries, As the commission has been severely 
arraigned, I desire to read what was said by Mr. Oliver in the interview 
before the committee, and I believe that his statement will be verified 
by an examination of their work. Here is what Mr. Oliver says in re- 

ard to the mode in which this important schedule was framed 

Mr. BAYARD. On what page? 

Mr. SHERMAN. On page 19. 

If you willallow me I will explain in regard to this wording on this particular 
point, This bill is shorter in the number of words contained in it than the pres- 
ent bill. It is only one-quarter of the size it would be if we had followed the 
recommendations these people have given to us. Some of them were foolish, 
as we thought, and we threw them out, and some of them were good, and we 
adopted them. Isat with the other members of our commission night after 
night in conference with the best men we could get in the country, in addition 
to the knowledge we had ourselves, and went over this matter item by item. 
We took the manufacturers and heard what they had to say, and then we took 
the best men in the customs department, and one of our own commissioners had 
had a great deal of experience in custom-house matters. We had before us one 
of the custom-house appraisers who had been in that position for thirty-two 
years in the New York custom-house, a very intelligent and reliable man, and 
we went over all these things, that is, in regard to the wording of the bill, though 
we never let them see the rates that we proposed, and after we got through 
with the bill we submitted it again to them, and asked them to correct it and 
strike out anything in it that was wrong. We wanted to know practically in 
the administration of the law how it would work. So that this was not a hap- 

matter with usatall. We also sought advice from the importers and 
asked them to indicate anything they saw that was wrong. As far as the con- 
struction of the language is concerned I maintain that it will be difficult to frame 
anything better. 


I believe the Senator from Kentucky will agree with me that in the 
framework of the bill, in the changes in the manner of collecting, of 
appraising, of the formation, and machinery of this bill, it is the best 
tariff proposition that has ever been submitted to the Senate or the 
House. The careful details were no doubt largely the work of Mr. 
McMahon, since dead, who had probably more experience on this sub- 
ject than any one else, and so of all the rates of duty levied. I hope 
Senators will bear this in mind when they come to consider the iron 
schedule. You commence first with a duty of 50 cents a ton on the 
rawest element of iron industry. You next have a duty of three-tenths 





iron. That includes a raultitude of controversies, because on the one 
hand there was a demand that scrap-iron ought to come in duty free, 
and on the other that it ought to be greatly advanced beyond $6.72 a 
ton. Then they considered the next rate, that on Bessemer steel and 
on all formsof steel made, whether Bessemer or basic or Martin-Siemens 
or other new processes. They recommend that the duty shall be six- 
tenths of 1 cent, which is double the rate on pig-iron. If I had been 
fixing that I would have made it lower, because Bessemer steel when 
completed, ready to be laid down on the ground, is not worth double 
as much as the pig-iron of which it is composed. The additional labor 
put upon pig-iron to convert it into steel is not equal to the labor re- 
quired to make pig-iron. I should rather have reduced that rate to 
five-tenths of 1 cent, but they have adopted six-tenths as a just rule, 
with a certainty that domestic competition will reduce the price of this 
form of steel more and more, as it has done in the past. As to steel 
rails, there is a reduction from the present duty of $28 a ton down to 
$17.92 a ton, or eight-tenths of a cent a pound. This might, in my 
judgment, have been still further reduced, but domestic competition 
will do that. 

The commission then go a step further, to bar-iron, and propose a 
duty of nine-tenths of a cent a pound. There are different classes of 
bar-iron taxed from nine-tenths of 1 cent to 1.2 centsa pound. This 
is a reduction of the old ratesof 1 and 1} cents per pound. ‘Then they 
take up wire in coils and rods,reducing rates in about the same propor- 
tion. Every form of iron and steel known to the trade is carefully 

ified, every one having a fair relation to the other. They then take 
up manufactures, made up out of the different forms of iron, and give 
what I conceive to be a certain proportion of advance as the article 
advances further and further from the raw material. 

So far as I can judge they have placed too high rates on certain classes 
of steel which form the basis of manufacturing agricultural imple- 
ments, and the committee on those articles have reduced some of the 


Tates. On the wisdom of this reduction there is an honest difference 
of opinion. 


All these articles of iron and steel are unchangeably bound one to | 


another. You can not knock one out of its row of protected articles 
without tumbling the whole down. They are connected to each other 
not by a common interest, not by acombination of the lobby which the 
Senator from Kentucky talks about, but by reason and logic, because 
after you give a reasonable degree of protection to the ruder forms of 
manufacture you must advance step by step, and as more and more 
labor contributes to perfect the article you must give higher and higher 
rates of duty. 

commission, I say it to their credit, did apply a uniform and just 
Tule to all those articles against which they knew that the popular 
clamor could be raised. They put on sheet-tin 2.1 cents pound, about 
the fair and just proportion it bears to taggers iron, of which it is 
made. They did advance the rate on steel rods to a rate that would be 
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proportionate to other forms of steel used for other purposes. They 
applied a just and uniform rule; they did it carefully, and, so far as I 
know, without any shade or even appearance of favoritism to any form 
of industry embraced in this metal schedule. 

Now, if you undertake to knock that to pieces with the rude hand ot 
power, if you undertake to say that the laboring man who digs out the 
ore shall not have any protection against the Spanish laborer who gets 
3o cents, if you say the man who works at the furnace and who meits 
the ore into the pig, the rudest form of iron, shall not be protected in 
his industry because forsooth they can get pig-iron from some other 
country only a little cheaper than they can get our domestic iron, if the 
large manufacturers only yield to that doctrine and once yield to ex 
ceptions against any branch of the iron industry, they then will topple 
the whole house about their ears, and will be left to make their strug 
gle as best they can against the cheaper capital and labor of Europe. 

Justice, fairness, and equity, a firm hand, a uniform rule, such a 
measure as is unchangeable, applied by intelligence to this subject will 
solve the problem and give us a sound protective tariff that will de- 
velop our industry, set our men to mining, set the furnaces ablast and 
the rolling-mills in motion, will increase our industries, fortify them, 
strengthen them, and do what we have all sought to do by the aid of'a 
protective tariff, diversify our labor, enable the men who employ the 
labor to give them fair wages, so that they may be intelligent, virtuous, 
honest, able to administer the affairs of our Government. They are 
the foundation rock upon which our Government is built, and I am in 
favor of protecting them in their labor so that they shall not be unduly 
placed in competition with the cheaper labor of Europe in countries 
where laboring men do not govern. 

I have gone at more length than I ought to have done, because, hay 
ing given my views generally on this metal schedule, I will probably be 
enabled to keep my seat hereafter when others are speaking, as they 
have a right to speak; but I say now that if the alternative was pre 
sented to me of voting for the Tariff Commission bill just as it stood 
when it came to us and the bill as it now stands, I should vote for the 
Tariff Commission report, because I am satisfied that every measure, 
every rate, every duty, every proviso recommended by them has been 


| made with proper relation to everything that preceded it or that is 
of 1 cent a pound on pig-iron and the various forms of pig and scrap- | 


contained in the schedule. To erris human; but to correct their er 
rors we must devote as much patient study to our work as they have 
to theirs, and with the pressure upon our time by other duties we can 
not do so. 

Mr. BECK. Mr. President, the Senator from Ohio always apologizes 
for the consumption of time when he feels it his duty to say anything 
in regard to this bill, but I think before he gets through he will find it 
incumbent upon him, in order to defend the positions he now takes, to 
say quite as muchas any of us. It was fortunate for the country per 
haps, fortunate for the Senate at least, that the bill was reported from 
the Committee on Finance at as early a day as it was. Wedid succeed 
in presenting substantial reductions on the propositions of the ‘Tariff 
Commission bill at that time in many regards, much to the present re- 
gret, it appears, of the Senator from Ohio, who now desires to go back 
to the Tariff Commission bill as a well-considered, carefully-prepared 
measure, much better, he asserts, than anything that the Committee on 
Finance has been ab'e to do. He now claims that it was a carefully- 
prepared bill. Nobody has ever denied that. Mr. Oliver was doubt 
less correct when he said: 

I sat with the other members of our commission night after night in conference 
with the best men we could get in the country, inaddition tothe knowledge we 
had ourselves, and went over this matter item by item. 

But the best men they could get in the country were the men who 
were most largely interested in adding to the present taxation of the 
country to put money in their own pockets by the increase of taxation 
and by the additional protection that they sought to receive. Some ot 
them have come before members of the committee and told us what 
they did, and seemed to think it was very hard that their work should 
be now upset. 

In this very carefully prepared schedule that Mr. Oliver sat up at 
night with the best men in the country over you will find an accuracy 
of knowledge, a careful division of the classifications in detail, reducing 
immaterial things, making professions to giving relief, but with addi- 
tions in every change of classification wherever large quantities of articles 
were coming into the country that were interfering with their products 

I am glad I know the Senator from Ohio is going to vote to sustain 
the Tariff Commission bill. His position will no longer be misunder- 
stood. He has avowed all through his speech that he repudiates the 
work of his committee, and denounces the reductions that we have made 
He complains of want of uniformity in the tariff bill as reported by the 
cominittee. 

Now, let us see what the real ground of complaint is. No article ot 
iron or steel, or the products of either, can reach this country or be 
landed without paying 30, 35, or 45 per cent. The average tariff taxa 
tion now upon dutiable articles is 42 and a fraction per cent. The 
Tariff Commission said they had submitted a bill to reduce taxes onan 
average of 20 per cent. of the present rates of duty; yet because tin 
plates, barbed wire for fences, cotton-ties, and other things come to 
this country paying a tribute of 30, 35, or 45 per cent. he says the 
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want of uniformity in these matters requires such a revision of the tariff 
as will make it harmonious, and that the commission had done it. 
How did they make it harmonious? By bringing down other things 
to 30, 35, and 45 percent.? No; but by taking all the tariff taxes upon 
the non-cnumerated articles, such as on cotton-ties, on tin-plates, on 
barbed wire, on everything that people were getting at what was a 
comparatively reasonable rate of 30, 35, and 45 per cent., and doubling 
up the tax to 70, 80, and 100 per cent. 

That is the relief, the boasted uniformity, and the careful revision that 
this commission which he lauds so much has presented to the country. 
Take one item that the Senator says he will vote to sustain the Tariff 
Commission in and oppose the Finance Committee, and call it a relief 
from taxation. I can not go over all the reductions we made, but take 
this one; it will illustrate exactly how the Senator is going to increase 
taxation for the sake of uniformity: Tin-plates, according to the sched- 
ule furnished by the Treasury, page 15, were imported in 1882 to the 
value of $16,550,834.64, and paid, at the rate of 1.1 cents per pound, 
$4,837,215.85. That is the present rate and the amount of duty col- 
lected for the year 1882. What do the Tariff Commission propose ? 
What is the great wrong the Senator from Ohio says has been done in 
changing the rate? By the bill reported by the Finance Committee we 
have kept the tax at the present rate, and I hope the Senate will make 
it lower. 

What does the Senator from Ohio now propose? Whatdid the com- 
mission’s bill propose and what does he nowsay he is going to vote for ? 
An increase of duty doubling present rates, making the same quantity 
of tin-plate that is now brought into this country and paying a duty of 
$4,837,215.85 pay $9,674,431.70, doubling the tax from the present rate 
upon an essential article that is used extensively all over the country 
by all classes of people. When the commission say they are in favor of 
an average reduction of 20 per cent., he seeks to add 100 per cent. to 
the present duty, making a tax of over $9,000,000 instead of $4,000,000. 
The Senator says we made a mistake in reducing this below the bill of 
the commission; that it is not uniform with the other rates. So with 
barbed wire; so with cotton-ties. The Senator and his commission pro- 
pose to increase the duties over 100 per cent. above present rateson them. 

It seems never to have entered the mind of the Senator from Ohio, 
nor of the men who prepared the bill of the committee so carefully, 
that there was anybody in this country interested in obtaining cheap 
goods. Their whole struggle was, how much can we squeeze out of 
50,000,000 tax-payers to put into the pockets of the men who so care- 
fully prepared this bill, the Tariff Commission, which the Senator from 
Ohio lauds so much and is so charmed with their work that wherever 
we have made reductions from their bill, as we have done in many in- 
stances, he now desires to go back and put the duties up to the rates that 
they propose, because he says that is more uniform. If he would look 
for uniformity downward instead of upward, so as to give relief to the 
people of this country, especially the laborers, and have regard for others 
outside of the few manufacturers, he would do his country greater serv- 
ice than he is now doing. 

All the talk about the labor of the country and all the pretenses, if I 
may use that word, made by the manufacturers, which they have made 
the Senator from Ohio believe, that they are increasing taxes in the in- 
terest of their laborers, is known to be the most absolute absurdity. 
According to their own schedules furnished by the Tariff Commission 
the laborers in the iron and steel industries of the country get but a 
little over 20 per cent, of the product, and yet upon the lowest taxed 
articles, those that the people manage to get as unenumerated, which 
the Senator complains of, pay on an average 40 percent. We not only 
pay the manufacturers the amount of wages that they pay their laborers, 
but 20 per cent more, and every man who uses these articles has to pay 
it. Every man who is allowed to buy in open market can get it for 
less than we pay by the amount of the tax. 

It never entered into the consideration of the Senator from Ohio, or 
if it did he did not care to consider it, that the people of this country 
are producing annually 510,000,000 bushels of wheat, nearly 2,000,- 
000,000 bushels of corn, and other things in proportion, products that 
they can not consume, and which the fifty millions of people can not 
by possibility consume; and that the wheat, provisions, petroleum, 
cotton, tobacco, and a dozen other things whose prices are regulated 
in the open markets of the world have to be exported largely by 
the producers, and they have to sell a.l their products in competition 
with the so-called paupers from Russia, from the Mediterranean, from 
anywhere. Although agricultural products constitute 85 per cent. of 
all that goes abroad, no man is allowed to buy what he needs abroad; 
they must come to Pittsburgh or somewhere else, and pay 60, 75, or | 
100 per cent. more than the article is offered to them for in exchange 
for the products they are obliged to sell abroad. There are five labor- 
ers whose product must be sold in the open markets of the world to 
one whose product has to be sold here, and, as is the case with Besse- 
mer steel to-day, the manufacturers are turning their laborers out of 
employment or threatening them with reduced wages. Why? Be- 
cause for two or three years under the fictitious condition of things 
which existed they were making 50 or 75 per cent. profit, and with a 
surplus of products now on hand they are discharging their operatives 
and letting them lie idle because they will not sell what they have on | 





hand at the price that anybody else has to sell for to people outside 
the limits of the United States. 

I am rather glad the Senator from Ohio has become the champion of 
the tariff bill of the commission and that he has abandoned the work 
of his committee. I will show item by item as it is called up where 
the commission bill has made changes in classification and changes in 
rates not only not reducing the duty but absolutely making it more 
and more protective even to prohibition. Indeed, if you will look at 
the statement of Mr. Oliver himself, though he states it more mildly in 
the printed statement than he did when I questioned him in regard to 
it, you will find that he had to tell us that while we would get less reve- 
nue under the bill proposed than we would under the present law, it 
was because they had made it more highly protective by their bill, and 
had therefore cut off importations more than under existing law, and 
that therefore the revenue would be diminished, but not because of 
their reduction. He had substantially to admit that the placing of 
steel at 3 cents a pound when not enumerated would have the effect ot 
prohibition. It is placed at 3 cents a pound if non-enumerated in the 
bill of the commission. When the Senator from Ohio tells us that the 
bill of the commission is a carefully prepared bill Ladmit it. There 
was nothing that they left out that they could catch as far as I am able 
to discover, and they even hunted for things that were unknown before. 
There is one item we will hear the Senator on whenit comes to be argued. 

Cogged ingots, blooms, &c., weighing over five hundred pounds are 
put atsix-tenths of a cent, and if they weigh under five hundred pounds 
they are charged 2 cents a pound, because it is said the custom-house 
officers could not be trusted; but anybody who is able can bring those 
ingots, &c., in at six-tenths of a cent a pound and cut them into smal! 
parts and sell them all over the country as if they paid duty of 2 cents 
a pound, or $44.08 a ton. A custom-house officer could not be trusted 
to see that there was no cheating in regard to them, but the importer 
can be trusted, and he can bring in the five-hundred-pound sizes and 
cut them into small parcels and retail them in competition with stee| 
taxed at 2 cents apound under the careful provisions of the much-lauded 
bill of the Tariff Commission. 

The large importer would get them in at $13.44 duty and retail them 
as if they paid $44.80, making a profit of about $30 by cutting them up 
into smaller parts than are allowed to be entered in the custom-house 
at the six-tenths rate, knowing that ninety-nine one-hundredths of the 
men who use articles of steel can not import and do not import in the 
large quantities or bulks required by this law, and have no machinery 
for cutting them up in the sizes they require if they do import at that 
rate. Again: 

Armor or other plate, iron or steel or combination of iron and steel, finished 
or unfinished, not less than one and a half inches thick, 2} cents per pound. 

Or $56 a ton. Here is an item, never in any tariff before, placed in 
the commission bill to catch the United States if ever she ventures to 
build an armored ship, so as to make the United States pay $56 tax a 
ton for all the iron made in this country as a drawback to the man who 
furnished it. Mr. Oliver had to tell us that it was put in as a precau- 
tionary measure in case we ever did that sort of work. Here is a duty 
proposed of $56 a ton on iron and steel that they can make at $30, and 
which, costing them $30, they expect to charge the United States $56 
for asa duty besides and above its value. Yet the Senator from Ohio 
is so in love with the bill of the commission that he is sorry that we 
struck anything out of it; he is sorry we altered it; it was so carefully 
considered, so intelligently prepared that he thinks it is only injured 
by any tinkering with it by the Finance Committee. 

If the Senate is true to itself and true to the people the bill will be 
injured a good deal more before it passes out of the Senate, no matter 
how the Senator from Ohio may vote. Every idea that he has expressed 
in regard to it is in the interest of protected monopoly against the peo- 
ple, against labor, against the best interests of this coyntry, against the 
revenues and the commerceof the country, against our carrying trade, 
agdinst everything that I think Senators ought to desire. I want the 
people of this country to understand just what the bill he advocates is. 
The high protective tariff monopolists, who seek to pocket all and take 
all at the expense of the people, ought to look to him as their leader, 
but the great mass of the people, the men who I hope have some rights 
outside of the protectionists, will find that he is the champion of their 
worst enemies if he adheres to the billof the commission. The speech 
that he has made to-day commits him to an absolute indorsement of 
the bill of the Tariff Commission over the bill that the Finance Commit- 
tee have reported, and to largely increased protection over the existing 
condition of things, bad as they are. 

Mr. MAXEY. Mr. President, we are now beginning upona schedule 
which in my judgment is more important than any other in the entire 
tariff bill, that of metals, and before we proceed further I desire to place 
upon record some views which I have in regard to the power of Con- 
gress over the question of taxation and the nature and character of the 
bill now presented. 

The power of taxation and the purposes to which the money when 
raised is to be applied are found in section 8, clause 1, article 1, of the 
Constitution: 

The Congress shall have power to lay and collect taxes, duties, imposts, and 


excises, to pay the debts and provide for the common defense and general wel- 
fare of the United States. 
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I beg to say that, in my judgment, while this bill does profess that | 
the amount of tariff raised, or in other words the amount of money 
which will flow intothe Treasury by reason of the tariff, will be reduced 
20 per cent., yet there will be no reduction whatever in the price of 
onesingle article of the leading industries, cotton, woolen, and iron goods 
consumed and used by the people; and I propose to prove that the Tariff 
Commission project was not designed or intended to reduce the price on 
the leading articles used and consumed by the people, but thatit is from 
beginning to end all the way througha bill in the interest of protected 
industries and nothing else. 

A critical examinatton of the several schedules will I think establish 
that fact. While there may not under that project flow into the 
Treasury so much as now flows in under a tariff confessedly too high, 
yet the diminution of revenues is not in reduction of cost to the con- 
sumer, but in the levyof a tariff on many articlesso high that it will be 
prohibitory; and thus therevenue arising from those sources will be en- | 
tirely cut off, thereby reducing revenue without benefiting the con- 
sumer. 

What does the Senator from Ohio [Mr. SHERMAN] say? He says | 
that the normal condition of trade is free trade, and that the ground 
alone upon which the system or theory of protection can be maintained 
is to protect labor. That is his ground, and it is nothing more than 
a confession by the ablest representative of the protective theory that 
this protective bill is abnormal, which isthe truth. They say it protects. 
It protects against what and whom? They tell you against the pauper 
labor of Europe. Certainly, against the pauper labor of Europe, say 
they, which is by no means proven. How does it protect and who 
pays that protection? If the man who manufactures is protected, by 
whom is he protected? Is it by the Government? The Government 
does not pay him. It is paid by the man who consumes the articles 
produced by him. There are about 55,000,000 people in the United 
States. Of this not exceeding 10,000,000 men, women, and children are 
dependent on manufactures, and the other 45,000,000 derive support 
from agriculture, mechanic arts, mining, and the numerous other in- | 
dustries. They are laborers, and are as much entitled to the protection 
of the Government as the man who manufactures; and yet the very 
theory of this bill is to take for protection out of the hard earnings of 
the farmer, of the merchant, of the mechanic, of the schoolmaster, of 
the workman in every condition of life, a portion of that which he has 
a right to because he earned it. 

If the Government be such a Government as we intended, it will pro- 
tect each citizen in his life, in his liberty, and in his property. If you 
take against their will, without their consent, not for the purpose of Gov- 
ernment, but for the purpose of protecting the favored manufacturer, 
you take out of the pockets of all the gthers a portion of their hard earn- 
ings to put it into his to swell his coffers. Is there any justice in that? 
Is there any fair dealing in that ? 

‘In the sweat of thy face shall thou eat bread, till thou return unto 
the ground.”’ 

That is the command of the Almighty. I was never commanded to | 
sweat that another man should eat the bread which I had earned by my | 
labor for myself and those dependent on me. Iam commanded to pro- | 
vide for my own household, not another man’s household. I was com- 
manded to render unto Cesar the things which are Cxsar’s, but the 
Cesar to whom I am to pay tribute ismy Government, not a mannfact- 
urer, who owes tribute to the same Government and is no more right- 
fully exempt than I. 

I stated that while the purpose of the bill was to reduce the amount 
of money that would flow into the Treasury, the price of articles would 
not be reduced. Is that true? Take the article of Bessemer-steel 
rails. Who has to pay for the enormous protection of $28 per ton? 
Is it the railroad men? Not at all. The Senator from Maryland 
[Mr. GorMAN], who at this time presides, understands that ques- 
tion as well as any gentleman in this body from personal experience in 
railroad management. The railroad man does not pay it, he simply 
advances it, but he gets it back out of the man who travels over his 
road; he gets it out of the man who freights over his road; and at last | 
the consumer, the man who travels, the man who raises cotton, who 
raises wheat, who raises pork and tobacco and cattle and wool and the 
various articles which go over the railroad, is the man who pays that, 
and from the pockets of all these men, the colored man of the South, 
the white man of the South, the laboring man of the West, and all other 
laboring men everywhere who produce articles sent by rail to market, 
you take out of their earnings a part of their earnings for the purpose of 
protecting the seven or eight Bessemer-steel factories which are now in 
the United States. Isthat fair? Is it just? There is no particle of 
fairness or justice in it. In my State we have now about 6,000 miles 
of railroad and are daily making more. The tax on every rail is ad- | 
vanced by the owners of the roads, but paid back to the uttermost farth- 
ing in freight and travel charges. It is therefore the people, not the 
railroad companies, who are interested in reducing this enormons tariff, 
Which Mr. Oliver, of the Tariff Commission, admits in his testimony 
before the Senate Finance Committee is prohibitory, and that any tariff 
above $17.92 per ton is prohibitory, and he is a man of evident ability 
and great intelligence. 

Again, how will the revenue which flows into the Treasury be re- 
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duced and the people not be benefited? Let us see. The honorable 
Senator from Ohio | Mr. SHERMAN], a member of the Committee on 
Finance, asked the question I shall read, of Mr. Oliver, a member of 
the Tariff Commission, placed there by the iron industry for the pur 
pose of protecting, as they call it, that industry; that is to say, for the 
purpose of making everybody who uses iron pay, not into the Treasury 
of the United States, but into the pocket of the protected industry, a 
portion of their hard earnings. And what does Mr. Oliver say about it? 
After speaking on the subject of the Bessemer-steel rails, in which he 
says the duty upon them is prohibitory, he states: 

The duty is prohibitory hey are only worth $38 to $40 per ton, and how 
can you jmport them? 

Yea, verily, how can you import them’ 

Then he says 

It would only leave $12 as costin England. At$I7.92 duty the rails used in O1 
egon, California, and the Gulf States will come from abroad, because freights are 
lower at times from Liverpool to San Francisco than they ure from New York 
to San Francisco; sometimes they are not more than half as high. 

So that if we get the poor privilege of buying these rails abroad and 
thus save a little, it is due to cheaper freights and not to the tariff, 
which happily can not control sea-going vessels 

The Senator from Ohio [Mr. SHERMAN] says on page 27 of the state 
ment of Mr. Oliver, and I quote only so much as is pertinent 

What was your design; was it a reduction or an enlargement of the rate of 
duty, and what do you think would be the result; would it produce more o1 
less revenue than the old tariff? 
That is a pertinent question. How does Mr. Oliver answer it? Mz 
Oliver said: 

I think it would produce less revenue 

Why? Lask. 


Because the price of the articles was reduced? Not 
a bit of it. 


Hear him: 

I think it would produce less revenue, because some of these items where we 
have recommended an increase could not be brought in unless there was an 
advance in price in this country 

I have as to steel rails shown why, and it is equally true of many 
other things. 

That is it. You have laid a tariff for the purpose of prohibiting the 
introduction of articles from foreign countries which come into contact 
with articles of like character produced in this country, and by that 
prohibition you raise no revenue; but what do you do? You increase 
the price of those articles which are thus protected by the prohibition, 
and consequently the price to the man who uses that article and con 
sumes that article is not decreased although the revenues flowing into 
the Treasury are decreased. That is the theory. Protection with a 
vengeance! The Senator from Ohio further asked Mr. Oliver: 

You think a reduction of duty in some cases would increase the revenue and 
an enlargement of the duty in other cases would reduce it, and that it is a mat 
ter we can not tell about in advance” 

Mr. OLIVER. Yes, sir. 

Senator SHERMAN. Upon the whole what would you say would be the reduc 
tion of revenue if this tariff bill should pass‘ 

Mr. Oxntver. I should surely think that it would decrease the income from 
that source at least 20 per cent. 

Here you have the beauties of this project unveiled. Your revenues 
are reduced; your interest, your sinking fund, your pension-list, your 
current expenditures all to be met; your revenues reduced, and the 
people not at all relieved; articles now coming in and paying their way 
into the Treasury excluded and « monopoly given to the home manu 
facturer against the home consumer, and all in the name of protecting 
labor (which is not protected) against the pauper labor of Europe. Mr 
President, ingenious theories and plausible fallacies may be advanced 
in favor of the protective system, but they will not stand the test ot 
justice, fair dealing between man and man, and right reason. 

Mr. Oliver’s reason for saying the commission system would produce 
less revenue turns upon his previous answer, which was, ‘I think it 
would produce less revenue because some of these items where we have 
recommended an increase could not be brought in unless there was an 
advance in price in this country.”’ 

As I said the other day, this bill is as illogical in political economy 
We have the great power of tax 
ing the people. For what purpose wasthat power granted to Congress ? 
You remember that under the old Articles of Confederation the power to 
tax the people did not reside in the Congress of the Confederation. The 
result of that was that you had a weak and a helpless and an ineflicient 
government. One of the great causes which brought about the assem 
blage of the convention which framed our Constitution was to establish 
a government which should be eflicient in its operation, and to make 
it so it was necessary to confer upon the law-making power the power 


| of taxation. 


You may look all through the proceedings in the several States and 
the utterances of acknowledged leaders of public opinion which pre 


| ceded that convention and brought it about, and you will find nowhere 
| a word or syllable froma human being in respect to granting the power 


to Congress to raise taxes, except it should be to raise a revenue for the 
purposes of the Government; but nothing else. 

Nowhere will you find it advanced that the tax power should or could 
be used for the protection of any special industries, or for any purpose 
whatever save to raise a revenue for the conduct of the Government 
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And the protection talked about in the early Congresses was simply 
that protection which inevitably flows from any tariff laid upon such 
articles imported from abroad as are also raised or manufactured in our 
country. And such home industries are thus protected to the extent of 
the tariff laid and collected. Search the debates which took place in 
the convention which framed the Constitution, and nowhere will you 
find from the utterance of one man in all that magnificent debate the 
idea that Congress had the power to lay a tariff for protective purposes, 
but always the argument was for the purposes of a revenue, and a rey- 
enue only was talked about in that connection. 

When the ablest man of the Pennsylvania delegation i the Federal 
convention, Mr. Wilson, from that great State now clamoring here for 
protection, went back to the convention of his own State assembled to 
act upon the ratification of the Constitution, and gave an account of 
his stewardship as a member of the Federal convention, he said that 
this tax power was granted for the purpose of raising revenue to carry 
out the objects and designs set forth in the Constitution. What else? 
All the writers of any distinction of that day and time who have written 
upon that subject, Mr. Madison, Mr. Monroe, Mr. Jefferson, and others, 
say. that the meaning of the clause that ‘‘the Congress shall have power 
to lay and collect taxes, duties, imposts, and excises, to pay the debts 
and provide for the common defense and general welfare of the United 
States’? is that it is to raise taxes, duties, imposts and excises for the 
purpose of paying the debts, providing for the common defense and the 
general welfare. Whatelse? When you come to the expression ‘‘ gen- 
eral welfare,’’ I refer to the letter of Mr. Madison to Edmund Pendle- 
ton, written January 21, 1792, in which he says: 

I have reserved for you a copy of the report of the Secretary of the Treasury 
on manufactures, for which I hoped to have found before this a private convey- 
ance, it being rather bulky for the mail. Having not yet succeeded in hitting 
on an opportunity, | send you a part of it in a newspaper, which broaches a 
new constitutional doctrine of vast consequence, and demanding the serious 
attention of the public. I consider it myself as subverting the fundamental and 
characteristic principle of the Government; as contrary to the true and fair, as 
well as the received construction, and as bidding defiance to the sense in which 
the Constitution is known to have been proposed, advocated, and adopted. If 
Congress can do whatever in their discretion can be done by money, and will 
promote the general welfare, the Government is no longer a limited one, pos- 
sessing enumerated powers, but an indefinite one, subject to particular excep- 
tions. Itisto be remarked that the phrase out of which this doctrine is ela’ 
orated is copied from the old Articles of Confederation, where it was always 
understood as nothing more than a general caption to the specified powers, and 


it isa fact that it was preferred in the new instrument for that very reason, as 
leas liable than any other to misconstruction. 


It will be remembered that in the draft of Constitution reported by 
Mr. Rutledge, from the Committee of Detail, August 6, 1787, chapter 1, 
section 1, article 7, reads: 

The Legislature of the United States shall have the power to lay and collect 
taxes, duties, imports, and excises. 

At a later period the convention added: 


To pay the debtsand provide for the common defense and general welfare of the 
United States; but all duties, imposts, and excises shall be uniform throughout 


the United States. 

On this point President Monroe, in his message December 4, 1822, 
Says: 

The addition (to pay the debts, &c.) was designed to enumerate the purposes 
for which the money thus raised was to be appropriated. 

Jefferson, after showing that the words ‘‘to pay the debts, &c.,”’ 
were a qualification of the tax power, says: 

It was intended to lace them up strictly within the enumerated powers, and 


those without which as means those powers could not be carried into effect. (Feb- 
ruary 15. 1791; fourth volume Jefferson's correspondence, 522, 525.) 


And Judge Story says: 

A power to lay taxes for the common defense and general welfare of the United 
States is not in common sense a general power. It is limited to those objects. 
Itcan not constitutionally transcend them. (Story’s Commentaries on Constitu- 
tion, section 919; and directly to the point is section 923.) 

The stretch of the words ‘‘ general welfare’’ beyond their clear pur- 
pose Mr. Madison says would subvert ‘‘the fundamental and charac- 
teristic principles of the Government.’’ Mr. Monroe said that clause 
1, section 8, article 1, meant that Congress has the power to lay and 
collect taxes, &c., for the purpose of paying the debt, providing for the 
common defense, and for the purposes enumerated in the Constitution. 
And Chief-Justice Marshal (Loughborough vs. Blake, 5 W., 318) says: 

The eighth section of the first article gives to Congress the power “to lay and 
a | taxes, duties, imposts, and excises,”’ for the purposes thereinafter men- 

Bearing in mind that this great power ef taxation was granted to sup- 
ply a fatal defect in the Articles of Confederation, the want of power to 
raise a revenue for the support of the Government, the well-known rule 
of construction of Blackstone is directly in point: 


The reason and spirit of the law, or the causes which led to its enactment, are often 
the best exponents of the words and limit their application. 


Approvingly quoted by Story, Com. on Cons., sec. 400. 

Mr. Jefferson said substantially that the power was granted for the 
purposes enumerated in the Constitution and those powers inherent in 
the Constitution, and which are necessary to carry into execution the 
power of Congress. So that Congress has no power whatever to raise 
one dollar of money for any purpose other than the purposes set forth 
on the face of the Constitution, or from those inherent in the enumera- 
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ted powers and necessary to their execution. The enumerated powers 
in the Constitution, or those inherent in and flowing out from the enu- 
merated powers, and which are necessary in order to carry into execution 
the enumerated powers, and to those alone, we must look, and there is 
no power in Congress not thus enumerated or which is not inseparably 
coupled and linked with the enumerated powers. Then, I ask, where 
is there one single enumerated power in the Constitution which could 
by possibility be construed as a grant of power to protect an industry 
under the pretext of a bill for raising revenue? The power to lay 
taxes, &c., in order to protect any special industry is not in any of the 
enumerated powers, nor does it flow from any of those necessary to 
parry into execution the enumerated powers. Therefore it does not, 
exist. 

Why, Mr. President, the theory of our Constitution is that the Con- 
stitution grants equal and exact justice to all and exclusive privileges 
to none; but here take this bill, take forexample the metal schedule, 
take the.subject of iron, which is protected even as the Tariff Commis- 
sion had made it to the point of prohibition, who pays that protection ? 
Go tothe farmer. His plow, his hoe, his spade, his ax, his trace-chain, 
his knives and forks, his kitchen furniture, everything that he uses 
about his place is taxed under the plea of protection, and his labor, every 
drop of sweat that rolls from his brow by his hard labor, is coined, in 
order that under this bill a portion of his earnings may be taken to pay 
over under the plea of protecting somebody else’s labor. There is no 
justice in it; there is no fair dealing in it; it isabnormal and nothing but 
abnormal, and beyond the powers of Congress under the Constitution. 

So you may take the woolen industry, the cotton industry, and all 
others, and you will find that just what Mr. Oliver says here about iron 
is true about them, that the revenues flowing into the Treasury will be 
lessened perhaps, but you will find that as to the prices the people pay 
on that which they use the prices will not be lessened. Why? Because 
so far as all these great industries are concerned, many of them are pro- 
tected even, as he says about Bessemer steel, to the point of prohibi- 
tion; the price as to them will not be reduced; but here and there you 
will find some trifling article which none of us care anything about par- 
ticularly which is reduced in price, the tax on matches, bank checks, 
&c., forexample, but that which the farmer uses, that which the miner 
uses, that which the mechanic uses, that which all the great industries 
of this country, outside of the manufacturing, use will not be reduced 
in price, and this whole bill, in my judgment, will prove, when it is 
put into practical operation, an ingenious device, a delusion and a snare. 
If any man expects when this bill as it is drawn goes into operation that. 
the people of this country are going to have their burdens lessened he is 
mistaken. 

This Tariff Commission never was designed or intended, in my judg- 
ment, in the interest of the people, and the record of my vote and re- 
marks on the bill which raised it prove that I was not mistaken. 

Mr. BECK. Will the Senator allow me, in furtherance of his argu- 
ment, to call his attention just to one fact? I hope it will not inter- 
rupt him. 

Mr. MAXEY. Notatall. I am speaking off-hand entirely. 

Mr. BECK. While the Tariff Commission increase the burden on 
tin-plates from $4,837,215.85 to $9,674,431.70, they make an offset 
which looks very plausible on ‘‘ round iron in coils three-sixteenths of 
an inch or less in diameter, and bars or shapesof rolled iron not specially 
enumerated or provided for inthisact.’’ They reduce that from 2 cents 
per pound and 15 per cent. ad valorem to 1} cents per pound which is 
nearly one-half off. The imports under that were $61.47 in value and 
the revenue derived was $26.14. They now magnanimously propose to 
reduce itone-half and only collect $12.61 of revenue, whereas they have 
doubled up on the matters which produce $4,837,215.85, and now seek 
to have it raised $9,674,431.70, and the one is supposed to offset the 
other! I assume they have reduced it from $26.14 to $12.69, and that 
is an offset for five and a half millions of increase ! 

Mr. MAXEY. Thatcropsouteverywhere. In the statament which 
the Senator from Ohio made in his response to the Senator from Ken- 
tucky in regard to Bessemer steel he said that there were over 3,000,000 
tons of Bessemer steel mauufactured here and only about 220,000 tons 
imported; in other words, it was a practical prohibition except in such 
special instances as the one to which I referred when the Senator from 
Kentucky [Mr. Beck] had the floor, and which I did for the purpose 
of showing that it was an exceptional case. 

Mr. ALDRICH. I desire to call the attention of the Senator from 
Texas to the fact that both he and the Senator from Kentucky are dis- 
cussing the Tariff Commission bill, and pointing out what they choose 
to call the enormities of that bill. These do not exist in the committee 
bill which is now before the Senate. 

Mr. BECK. Allow me to say a word. 

Mr. MAXEY. Let me answer that, all of which, I say to the Sena- 
tor from Rhode Island, I perfectly understand, and I do hope and trust 
that this family of protectionists will fall out among each other and 
split into atoms. I do not want them to do so physically, but in the 
advocacy of a heresy. The ablest man by far [Mr. SHERMAN] of the 
protectionists as a debater comes forward and repudiates the commit- 
tee’s bill, and upholds as his banner, and the banner under which he 
intends to march, as the oriflamme of his faith, the Tariff Commission 











1883. 








bill, and not the bill of the committee. 


CONGRESSIONAL RECORD—SENATE. 


1485 


And the Senator from Rhode | ber of colored men voted tocontinue getting ourcotton-ties at 35 percent 


Island [Mr. ALDRICH] repudiates the Tariff Commission billand sticks | ad valorem, which is fair toall manutacturers and cotton planters, white 


to the committee bill. Let these knights of protection fight it out. 


and black. 


; As I stated the other day, that was proposed to be increased 
Mr. BECK. That answer covers all I desire to say and better than | to about 135 per cent. by this bill. 


I could say it. The Senator from Ohio, who is the power that will be 
on the conference and settle this billand make it, is for the Tariff Com- 
mission bill without dotting an ‘‘i’’ or crossinga ‘‘t,’’ as he announced 


to-day. : , ee 

Mr. MAXEY. Mr. President, I think I understand this thing. I 
am referring now and replying to so much of the argument as I think 
pertinent of the Jupiter Tonans of the protectionists. How much sin- 
cerity I ask is there in all this? Why, I remember perfectly well 
when we had that little—I suppose by courtesy I ought to call it bill— 
that little concern they sent up here from the House at the last session 
to reduce the tax on bank capital, on checks, smelling bottles, matches, 
and a few little things of that kind; and following that came a propo- 
sition on the subject of knit woolen goods, an effort made to raise the 
tax on them to &5 per cent. ad valorem; and such pleading as I have 
never heard in this Senate was made by the Senator from Connecticut 
{Mr. HAWLEY] in favor of that 85 per cent. ad valorem. One would 
have thought that almost every person engaged in that business was 
ready to take his way over the hills to the poor house. 

Among other reasons urged was that they had to pay so much tariff 
on wool, and they said they had to pay such a high tariff upon wool— 
from 40 to 60 per cent.—that they were bound to have 85 per cent.— 
could not do without it My colleague and myself represent the heaviest 
wool interest of any State in the Union but one. The Senator from 
Delaware [Mr. BAYARD] introduced a proposition (and that tested 
their sincerity, tested their faith) to reduce the tariff upon the manu- 
facture of all woolen goods to 50 per cent. and upon the raw wool to 25 


per cent. How did I vote on that and how did my colleague vote 
upon it? I say to-day the test was then; the manuiacturer was pro- 


tected and our wool-growers were protected. Some may think we do 
not represent properly the interests of our people. It is now 2 0’clock 
on Tuesday, the day of the Senatorial election in Texas, and I venture 
to say that in less than two hours from this time the news will reach 
this Chamber that my colleague on this day and before this hour of the 
day has been re-elected to the Senate by an overwhelming majority. 
The people through the Legislature sustained my course by a decisive 
vote, and to-day they will sustain his. 

What was my vote on that and what was his vote? 
them both down together. We want no protection more than is just 
and fair and equitable. I want no abnormal condition in respect to the 
interest of my people above that of anybody else. I want a living 
chance, a free-for-all race, nothing more. We voted for the proposition 
of the Senator from Delaware to reduce wool, which now bears from 
40 to 60 per cent., down to 25 per cent., along with the reduction upon 
woolen goods down to 50 per cent. I thought it fairall round togrower, 
manufacturer, andconsumer, and think so yet. Then thesimple, naked 
proposition was made to reduce the tax on wool to 25 percent. We voted 
against that. Why? Because a reduction to 25 per cent. on the wool 
after the proposition of the Senator from Delaware had been voted down 
would have been to take out of the pocket of the wool-grower the dif- 
ference between 25 and 40 and 25 and 60 per cent. and put it in the 
pocket of the manufacturers, protected by 85 percent. , without benefit- 
ing the consumer one cent. I believed I was right then and think so 
yet. 

But, sir, I say here and now that, representing as I do in part one of 
the greatest of all the wool States of this Union, I am willing to see 
wool go along ratably and fairly and equitably with every other article 
which ought to pay an import duty when introduced into this country. 
Sir, we had the same thing up the other day on kaolin or the goods 
manufactured out of kaolin. We have in my State as fine kaolin as 
the sun shines upon and in inexhaustible quantities. I have seen the 
ware manufactured from it. The time will come when it shall be a 
grand industry in Texas, but I want no more than a fair and a just 
amount of tariff laid upon the importation of goods of that kind. In 
my State we ask none of these special protections, because a special 
protection is the taking out of one honest man’s pocket a portion of his 

earnings to put it into another man’s who never did earn it. That 
is not fair; it is unjust; it does not strike my sense of justice. I have 
said what I have to show that the theory of protection is in my opinion 
as false in political economy, as false in logic, and as untrue to the 
principle of our Constitution as any theory can possibly be. 

Now, I want to show a little more. They profess that this is a tariff 
for reduction. Take one industry—and I mentioned that to the Senate 
once before and I will not go through the figures, for I have already 

laced them on record—they profess, some of these men who speak the 

oudest in favor of protection, to be the truest and the best friends of 
the poor colored man that ever lived, moved, or had being. I believe 
as much of all that as I see proper. I believe the best friends the col- 
ored man has on this green earth are the very men among whom he 
was born and reared and with whom he will pass his life. We are pro- 
tecting him to-day and educating his children and expect to continue 
to do so. On that very article of cotton-ties, to which I am referring, 
yon will find that every Senator from a State where there is a large num- 
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That was so startling that the 
Western Union reporter here came to me to see if I was right about it, 
intimating that the figures were so absolutely startling that he could 
hardiy think I was right. I exp!ained it easily. Howisit? Take the 
general average of a tonof cotton-ties in Liverpool, freight paid, for New 
York, $40. Thirty-five per cent. on that is $14, which we now pay. You 
put 1) cents a pound on 2,240 pounds to the ton, and you have $33.60 
tax to the ton. Thus you have an increase of about 135 per cent. 

You take out of these men down in the South, the white people, and 
from these colored people, who have recently beenenfranchised, who are 
now working for themselves, working in the fields to make an honest 
living, to support their families, to helpeducate their children, work- 
ing in the cotton-fields and in the corn-tields—you take a part of their 
hard earnings and you more than double the tax under this bill over 
what they now pay, which is said to be a bill in the interest of labor. 

Sir, it is not a bill in the interest of labor, and it was never, in my 
judgment, designed or intended to be so. ; 
of protected monopolies. It is a bill of capital against the people, and 
nothing else. Time will prove, when this is developed, the truth of 
every word I have said in regard to it. Why talk about the pauper 
labor of Europe? There is not a factory to-day in the United States, 
if it can get labor cheaper in Europe than in the United States, but 
will ship over the pauper labor of Europe and put it into the factory 
in competition with home labor. Just exactly like them, the great 
monopolies which built railroads out in my State and in California 
and all through thatcountry employed two, three, and five thousand 
hands, as the Senator from Oregon knows, of Chinamen, to bui'd their 
roads. Why? Because Chinese labor is the cheapest, and these peo 
ple will get the cheapest labor that they ean. Deducting the interest 
on the plant invested in the manufactories, the cost of the raw material, 
the insurance, and other expenses, the result will show that the profit 
which goes to the labor, instead of being a fair division between capital 


It is a bill in the interest 


and labor, is far less proportionally than that which goes to the lordly 
capitalist who controls all these hands. 

The lion’s share is his, and will be so under any bill of protection 
that you will pass under this delusive theory. The Senator from Oh‘o 
isright about that; no theory could possibly support this except that of 
the protection of labor, and that theory is utterly fallacious, Under 
any theory of the protection of labor that has ever been devised or ever 
will be devised it is the protection of one man’s labor at the expense 
of other men’s labor, by requiring all not protected to pay tribute to 
all who are protected. It is the protection of one man because he 
pens to be engaged in one industry at the expense and out of the 
earnings of all other men engaged in other industries. 
lation of the most proscriptive character. 

Sir, tax laws must be construed strictly. Youecan not draw from the 
Constitution, nor has it ever been done, although beautiiul and enticing 
but fallacious theories have time and again been advanced, the power 
to raise a revenue for any purpose on this earth than for the purpose of 
supporting the Government in its legitimate purposes enumerated in 
the Constitution. These are my views in regard to thissubject. 

Now, take another interest in which my State and the gentlemen repre- 
senting the Western States are so deeply interested, that of barbed wire 
We have in Texas ranches inclosed by eighty miles of fence. That is a 
good deal longer than the whole State of Rhode Island, so ably repre 
sented by my friend [Mr. ALDRICH] who was questioning me a while 
ago. One stretch of wire that incloses a ranch in Texas would reach 
across the State of Rhode Island and back again. 

We have a great interest in that question. The cattle industry in 
the United States is looming up to be one of the grandest industries. 
Texas is not only first in cotton, for we will export this cotton year of 
the crop of 1882 from one single port (Galveston) 1,000,000 bales; we 
have raised in the whole State between 1,300,000 and 1,400,000 bales. 
We are first in cotton, we are first in cattle, we are second in wool, 
soon to be first. Wire is necessary for the inclosing of cotton and grain 
plantations as well as of these great cattle and sheep ranches; yet this 
bill largely increases the tax upon every stockman and farmer in Texas, 
in lowa, in Kansas, and all that country using barbed-wire fences. It 
reaches every cattle man and every sheep man in Texas, and farmers 
all over that country; and yet this is said to be in the interest of labor. 

In the name of reason, sir, what do you call labor? Is the man only 
a laborer who works in a forge or foundery or in great factories. Are 
they the only laborers? Why, sir, this bill might be well called a bill 
of tribute to the lords of the loom and the forge from the toiling, over- 
taxed millions of this country. That would be a proper name for it. 
It is one of those remarkable things that all through this bill—you 
may take the evidence, you may take the speeches that are made here, 
the only industries that appear to be looked at at all are these protected 
industries. The unprotected people who have to pay there taxes are 
not consulted; they are looked down upon by your lordly manufact- 
urers. What do they care for the poor man who has to earn his bread 
by the sweat of his face, who has to toil in the field or in the shop or 
elsewhere to make a living? What dothey care how much the clothes 
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he wears cost him? What do they care what the clothes of the poor 
colored man in the South cost him ? 

I have seen some disposition occasionally on the part of gentlemen 
to push this thing through, but isit expected that we are to do it with- 
out debate? How was the bill got up? Each one of these great pro- 
tected industries was represented on this Tariff Commission by a rep- 
resentative man, and thespecial schedule for that industry was assigned 
to the special man who was interested in it and who was expected to 
uphold that industry. When a bill of that kind comes here, and there 
is involved in the bill $250,000,000 taxes, is it expected that those of 
us who represent the people who have in large part these taxes to pay 
are going to let it pass without debate, and folding our hands make no 
effort ? 

I say that every one of these schedules from beginning to end ought 
to be shown up, that the people may understand it perfectly well. I 
say that where the people have this money to pay they should know 
why they have to pay it. And when an industry is protected as you 
call it to the extent of prohibition, they ought to know why this pro- 
tection should extend to prohibition. They have a right to ask these 
questions, and through all the length and breadth of this land these 
questions are being asked. They are being asked intelligently, and the 
ball is started, it is rolling, and the longer it rolls the more study of 
the question there is, the more every one will see the importance of ask- 
ing, ‘‘ Why should money be taken out of my pocket to help anybody 
else?’’ ‘‘ Why should I not have the privilege of going upon a free and 
open marketand buying my money’s worth?’’? Whyshould not the peo- 
ple of foreign countries have the right to bring their goods here, pay- 
ing only a fair and just duty upon the importation for the purpose of 
supporting the Government, and then putting their articles on the 
market and selling them? Oh, but these infant industries! It was 
but a day or so ago that I heard you, Mr. President [Mr. GORMAN in 
the chair], in a speech of ability and of intelligence, pleading for an 
infant industry, and some inquiring gentleman asked the question how 
old that industry was, and I believe you were bound to say it was one 
hundred years old. It was a very old infant! 

But as I said the other day, these infants are like young ducks, no 
sooner is the shell broken than the infant duck starts right for the 
water. No sooner is one of these infant industries hatched till it re- 
quires protection. Then it instantly gets it, and you have a whole pro- 
litic family of daughters of the horse-leech increasing at great rate, all 
crying, ‘‘ Give, give!’’ Who has thegiving todo? An unwilling peo- 
ple. Do they give of their own account? No, sir; but because the 
strong hand of the law, the power of the law, compels them to give. 
Whatever is proper for the support of the Government we have a right 
to levy and the people will cheerfully pay; but we have no right to 
levy or collect one solitary dollar from the people over and above that 
which is necessary to pay the interest on the public debt, provide for 
the common defense, provide for the sinking fund of the public debt, 
and the current expenses of the Government. Outside of the legitimate 
purposes of the Government our Constitution confers upon us no power 
whatever, and no mortal man can show it, to raise from the pockets of 
the people one solitary dollar for the help, aid, or protection of any in- 
terest. 

Mr. BROWN. Mr. President, I have said nothing on this very import- 
ant question, and I donot know that I should uttera word now were it not 
that when I asked a question this morning when the Senator from Texas 
{ Mr. MAXEY] was making some remarks in reference to the importation 
of steel rails the Senator from Kentucky [Mr. Beck] thought proper, in 
a manner a little excited, to assign me a position on this question that 
I do not oceupy. I do not believe my friend intended to do injustice. 
I have usually found him, in fact, I may say I have always found him 
fair, just, and reasonable. He made the statement that I would vote 
for 100 or 150 per cent. and for protection for protection’s sake. Now, 
I say most distinctly that I oceupy no such position. 

Mr. BECK. The Senator will allow me. I think he will not find 
when the Reporter makes out the RecorD that I made such an assertion. 

Mr. BROWN. Iso understood it. Ido not know how it may ap- 
pear in the Recorp. 

Mr. BECK. I never intended to make such an assertion, if I did. 

Mr. BROWN. I did not think the Senator did, but I so understood 
him, and I think that was the language or very nearly the exact lan- 
guage he used. And I wish now to say with emphasis that I occupy 
no such position on this question. On a former occasion, at the last 
session of Congress, when I addressed the Senate on this question, my 
honorable friend from Kentucky did me the honor to hear me most of 
the time. In those remarks I was very careful to negative any such 
idea, 

Iam utterly opposed to levying one dollar of tax on the people of 
the United States for protection alone. I am in favor as soon as it can 
possibly be done of raising all the tax necessary to support the Federal 
Government upon imported articles, as I have avowed again and again 
upon this floor, Iam utterly opposed to tlre present internal-revenue 
system. It was a war measure, adopted as such, never intended at the 
time to be fastened permanently on the people of this country, and it 
never ought to be. That system entails upon us, in addition to the ex- 
pense we heretofore had to bear of collecting the revenues, the cost of 
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another army of collectors—inland collectors—who are increased by a 
process of indefinite expansion when a political campaign comes on; 
and many of them are used as very eflicient political agents to advance 
the interests of the party in power. That is not all. Nothing has 
done so much to annoy the citizens of this country, to vex and harass 
them—lI mean nothing in the shape of legislation for the collection of 
revenue—as has the working of this internal-revenue system. 

Under the law governing the system, or at least under the practice, 
and they claim that it is justified by law, and I believe it is, by what 
purports to be law on the statute-book, the collector of internal reve- 
nue sends his deputy out upon a raid whenever he thinks proper to do 
so. He issues his summons to his henchmen, and gathers around him 
He goes into the country in search of illicit 
stills, as the excuse is. What power does he go armed with? If he 
finds a still running where there is not a license, he resorts to no judi- 
cial proceeding; he seizes it, destroys the still or takes it from its place 
and carries it away, destroys the beer or any other articles that he may 
find in the distillery that he thinks proper to destroy, and seizes the prop- 
erty of the distiller and carries it off, and many times he takes property 
in no way connected with the running of the distillery. This is done 
by an agent of the Government of the United States, which Govern- 
ment has in its Constitution the distinct provision that private property 
shall not be taken for public use without just compensation; and pro- 
vides distinctly that no one shall be deprived of lite, liberty, or prop- 
erty without due process of law. 

This system is éven carried so far that if in these raids the revenue 
collectors find a man at a distillery, though he had nothing to do with 
distilling, if he becomes alarmed and runsat their approach, yet if they 
raise their fire-arms and shoot him down the courts of the State are not 
permitted to try his murderers as criminals. In such casethe demand 
comes fora transfer of the case to the Federal courts, and it is so ordered, 
because this raider, with his posse, who goes around through the mount- 
ains or the valleys hunting stills, is claimed to have been an agent of 
the Government, and acting under its authority while he was out de- 
stroying the property of the citizen without warrant or authority or the 
judgment of any court for doing so, and if any one offers resistance, 
nay more, if any one flees even and does not stop when commanded 
and is shot down, the State courts are held to have no jurisdiction, and 
this agent of the Government is put on trial in the United States court 
and the United States district attorney is ordered to defend him. <A 
mockery of justice ! 

Thus the Constitution and laws of this country, I mean the Consti- 
tution and all laws passed in conformity to it, are trampled under foot 
recklessly and tyrannically in the execution of this system. And yet 
some of the Senators in this Chamber, who are very denunciatory of 
almost any kind of tariff, are sticklers for the continuance of the in- 
ternal-revenue system. I would abolish it absolutely. I would do 
away with this army of collectors and these illegal raiders. I would 
destroy the power and monopoly of the great whisky ring, and I would 
collect the revenue at the ports of this country, as our fathers collected 
it, and as it was always done except when the exigencies of war required 
extreme measures. 

On what principle should we collect it? Which is better, the tariff 
system always practiced as most satisfactory to the people, or the in- 
ternal-revenue or direct-tax system? It must be done by one system 
or the other. We must have money to support the Government. 

It is very easy to appeal to the prejudices of the populace on this 
question. Nomatter what sort of tariff is proposed, what the per cent. 
is upon any article; no matter what the duty is on clothing or food or 
trace-chains or looking-glasses or anything else that has been mentioned 
and discussed here, how easy it is to say were it not for the tariff our 
people would buy it for 20 per cent., 30 per cent., 40 per cent., or 50 
per cent. less than they now pay? That is true, and it applies to every 
article that is protected by a tariff; and every article produced by us 
upon which a tariff is laid is protected to that extent. But how are 
you going to get rid of it? What is your remedy for the protection of 
the people in that case? They can be protected against all these ex- 
actions of tariff and all tariff protection in one way, and that is to col- 
lect all the revenue this Government needs by internal taxation and 
collect none of it at the ports. Then we should have the pure, genu- 
ine, unadulterated free-trade principle carriedout. Are Senators ready 
to adopt that plan of collecting the revenue? If they are, those who 
take that position draw the line sharply and distinctly between them 
and other Senators who believe that the revenue should be collected by 
a tariff. We must have a certain amount of revenue each year to sup- 
port this Government; how much I do not know. Our last appropria- 
tion bills, with all the other demands of the Treasury, I believe, were 
stated on the last night of the last session to amount to about $400,- 


000. 

Mr. DAVIS, of West Virginia. Four hundred and three million dol- 
lars. 

Mr. BROWN. The honorable Senator from West Virginia says 
$403,000,000 last year. I thank him. How much less is it to be this 
year? The Senator from Kentucky [Mr. Beck] is on the Committee 
on Appropriations. 

Mr. DAVIS, of West Virginia. I will say to my friend from Georgia 
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that the Secretary of the Treasury estimates $415,000,000 for the next | Mr. HARRIS. [simply desired to inquire of the Senator if he meant 


vr. BROWN. The Senator from West Virginia, a member of the 
Committee on Appropriations, now says that the Secretary of the Treas- 
ury estimates $415,000,000 for this year, and $340,000,000 of that [ un- 
derstand is for necessary expenses. It may be that the Senator from 
Kentucky and his colleague upon the Committee on Appropriations will 
find some way of cutting down the appropriations immensely. If they 
do so, and it is practicable and just, I will vote with them most cordi- 
ally, for I desire to say here that the affairs of this Government should 
be administered economically. All extravagance should be cut off and 
not a dollar should be raised that is not necessary for the economical 
administration of the Government. 
a year to run it, or suppose we drop the $15,000,000 on account of the 
economy that the Committee on Appropriations is going to exercise in 


recommending appropriations, then it is $400,000,000 a year that we | 


have to raise. 

How is it proposed todo it? We must meet the question like sensi- 
ble men and like statesmen. We must support this Government, and 
we must raise all the funds absolutely necessary for that purpose. As- 
suming that it will not be less than $400,000,000 next year, how do 
you propose to raise it? By a tax on customs, that is upon imported 
goods, or by an internal tax upon the people of this country levied di- 
rectly? How is it to be raised? I repeat. If by tariff, we need not be 
so very exact about just how much we put on each article. We shall 
get some too high and some too low, perhaps, for it is very hard to ad- 
just it right, but we need not stickle about small percents in it, be- 
cause it will take a large tariff to raise that amount. Even with your 
internal-revenue system, which is clung to with so much tenacity by 
some Senators, you will be obliged to raise about $250,000,000 by tariff 
taxation, if I may use that expression. 

Mr. BECK. Before the Senator proceeds further, will he allow me 
to suggest one thing that has occurred to me several times ? 

Mr. BROWN. I do not wish to give way for a speech. 

Mr. BECK. I do not wish to make a speech; I desire only to sug- 
gest to the Senator from Georgia that all the revenue raised from whisky 
and tobacco goes into the Treasury of the United States, and therefore 
prevents the necessity of raising anything more than the revenue ac- 
tually paid, whereas Mr. Oliver says $28 a ton on Bessemer steel, out 
of which millions have heretofore been raised, is now prohibitory, and 
that tax so kept up will make the people of the country pay $28 a ton 
more than the steel rail is worth, and yet not pay a dollar into the 
Treasury and not enable us to decrease taxation anywhere else. 

Mr. BROWN. At a later period in my speech I will come to that 
Bessemer-steel question. I have heard my friend from Kentucky, I 
think, something less than three hundred times on that question in the 
Senate. 

Mr. BECK. And you have been greatly annoyed, no doubt, every 
time. 

Mr. BROWN. I have always been ready to vote for a reduction of 
the tariffon steel rail. There is another side to that picture. It is 
true the difficulty the Senator mentions has been one in the way, but 
I even prefer that to the system which he advocates, the practical work- 
ing of which is for a raiding band of its agents to go outand shoot down 
citizens with impunity. 

Mr. BECK. One word more, and I will not trouble the Senator 
again. 
absolutely prohibitory and yielding no revenue, rather than to have a 
revenue raised by means whereby all that is paid goes intothe Treasury. 

Mr. BROWN. No, that is not what I said. The Senator shall not 
misrepresent me in that way. I mean now, as between the two sys- 
tems, that I prefer the tariff system, even with some evils connected 
with it, rather than his system, or the one he advocates, under the 
practical workings of which the property of the citizen is destroyed 
without warrant or authority, and the citizen is shot down with im- 
punity. 

Mr. BECK. That same thing is done under the customs laws quite 
as 


Senator can point to them. 


He even prefers that Bessemer steel shall be taxed $28 a ton, | 








lina, Georgia, Alabama, and Tennessee he can find plenty of instances | 


such as I haye mentioned under the internal-revenue system. I have 
not heard of them under the customs laws, and I do not believe they 
exist there. I have heard of no case where a citizen was shot down 
there for running when he was told to stand by an agent of the United 
States, and then the criminal carried into a United States court for a 
mock trial and there acquitted, the United States district attorney de- 
fending him. I know no such case. I venture to say the Senator from 
Kentucky can not furnish the instance. Will he name the case? It 
does not exist. 

But now a word—— 

Mr. HARRIS. The Senator from Georgia certainly does not mean 

Mr. BROWN. 
I want to go on and make my argument. 
to reply to me after I have done. 
courteous to any Senator. 





I certainly do not intend to be dis- 


I can not be interrupted by all the Senators, because | 
They will have ample time | 


|} may enter, but the Kingof England may not enter 


Mr. BROWN. I have not known instances of it. I donot think the | 
Ifhe will go tothe mountains of North Caro- | 


to say that there was anything in the internal-revenue law authorizing 
the acts to which he refers; if he does not refer to acts of crime in viola- 
tion of that and all other laws? 

Mr. BROWN. I meant tosay that wider the law and practice of that 
system men are shot down under the circumstances I have mentioned 
and the murderers tried under the circumstances mentioned, and ac- 
quitted. Not long since there was an instance in the State represented 
by the Senator from Tennessee of that very character. Davis, I be- 
lieve, was the man who did the shooting. He was a rather noted rev- 
enue agent. That is the practice under that system. It occurred in 


4 Tennessee, it occurred in Georgia, it occurred in Alabama, it occurred 
If, however, it takes $415,000,000 | 


in North Carolina and South Carolina, and I do not know but also in 
Kentucky. I do not know whether citizens have been shot down by 
the revenue officers there or not. 


But a word more in reference to the Tegnessee case. Davis, the rev- 


| enne collector, was a favorite with the authorities and a noted raider 


upon the people. And I here make a short extract from the very able 
speech of Colonel A. 8. Colyar, who was counsel for the State in tie prose- 
cution of Davis for killing Haynes. Davis was on a raid in Grundy 
County. He approached a distillery and Haynes was at the distillery, 
but in no way connected with the business of distilling. Seeing the rev- 
enue officers and not knowing but he might be arrested, he started to 
run. They hailed him, but he did not stop and Davis shot him down 

Davis was indicted in Grundy County for murder, and the case took the 
usual course. An order was sent down from the United States court to 
the State court to transfer the case to the former court. The transfer 
was made and the usual result, I believe, followed. Davis was not 
punished. But to the extract.Colonel Colyar says: 

Here is an extract from a report made of the result of one raid in which the 
defendant took part, as follows: 

** They seized sixteen distilleries, five of which were in Tennessee, nine in Ken 
tucky,and twoin Virginia. They also captured 15,200gallons of mash and beer, 
165} gallons of singlings, 87 of whisky, 45 bushels of meal, 16 bushels of malt, 10 
copper stills and caps, 1l worms and 264 mash-tubs, Value of property destroyed, 
$3,300,"" 

A few days before the above was published, the same paper had reported the 
horses, cattle, and hogs brought into the city on a steamboat as the result of a 
single raid by Davis and his squad, this property being seized as property be- 
longing to illicit distillers. 


This, then, is the manner in which the business of collecting internal 
revenue is carried on in the State of Tennessee. And it is carried on in 
like manner, as already stated, in a number of other States. The prop- 
erty of the citizen is seized or destroyed at the capri¢e of the Govern 


ment agent. He sits in the case as judge, jury, and executioner. He 
determines whether the party is guilty of illegal distillation. He de 


stroys the still and seizes the property of the party; and if the distiller 
or any one present attempts to get away he shoots him down; and when 
indicted in the State court he claims a transter to the United States 
court, where he goes through the form of a mock trial, defended by the 
United States district attorney, and isacquitted. And this is the system 
that is to be settled upon us and under which our people are to suffer 
oppression until they have arisen in their might and required of their 
representatives its unconditional abrogation. 

What would be said in Great Britain of any such conduct as this? 
Reference is made by Colonel Colyar, in the able argument to which I 
have referred, to the celebrated Knox cases in England. When it was 
the custom of the chief of cabinet to issue warrants for the seizure of 
property, without describing the property, and in some instances fo1 
the seizure of persons, without the names or description of such persons, 
suits were brought by those thus illegally arrested and by those whose 
property was thus illegally seized; andafter a long litigation, in which 
the government defending the suits expended nearly £100,000, the 
Court of King’s Bench held that the warrants were illegal, that the dé 
fendant in every such case was entitled to recover damage of the agent 
of thegovernment. The English lawand constitution protect the person 


| and property of the subjects of that government from illegal seizure. 


Lord Chatham is reported to have said: 

The poorest man may in his cottage bid defiance to all the forces of the Crown 
It may be frail; its roof may shake; the wind may blow through it; the storm 
All his forces dare not cross 
the threshold of the ruined tenement. 

This is the regard which the laws of England pay to the rights of 
person and property. The Constitution of the United States says that 
no citizen shall be deprived of ‘‘life, liberty, or property’? without due 
process of law; and yet in the teeth of the English common law and 
of the Constitution of the United States an internal-revenue system is 
maintained which practically sets aside all these safeguards and leaves 
life, liberty, and property subject to the whims and assaults of irre 


| sponsible revenue agents. 


Now, a word on the Bessemer-steel question as it has been put to us 
so often. I have never seen the day when I would not have voted to 
reduce the tariff on steel rails. The Southern Railway and Steamship 
Association a few years ago, at my instance, passed resolutions me 
morializing Congress for a reduction of that tariff, because we thought 
it was unreasonable and unjust. I say now it is, and I am ready to 
vote with the Senator from Kentucky to reduce it, and I have never 
seen the day when I would not have done it ; therefore I am not to be 
misrepresented on that question 
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But let us look nowa moment at the working of it. WhileI utterly 
repudiate the doctrine of a high tariff making low goods, as that clap- 
trap phrase is usually pronounced in the country, still it isa fact which 
we can not get away from that where an article is protected unjustly, 
it may be as it was in this case even tothe point of prohibition, it builds 
up the industries of this country until they reach the point where com- 
petition between themselves puts down the price immensely below what 
it was when those interests were first protected by a high tariff. 

Take this very article of Bessemer steel. I have some knowledge of 
the working of that business. It was my duty some years since to make 
a purchase of that article for a railroad interest which I represent. For 
the first I ever purchased I paid $130 per ton in cash. A few days since 
my agent purchased in Pennsylvania 2,000 tons of as good steel as that 
was for $38.50 perton. The first was $130 per ton; the last purchased 
was $38.50 per ton. The tariff was the same in both cases. It was $28 
per ton when I purchased the first, and it is $28 per ton now. 

What reduced it? Why is it not $130 a ton now; or if not that 
mueh, why is it lower than it was? How did it get down to $38.50? 
It was in this way: A tariff was put on that was almost prohibitory; the 
article was in demand; large amounts of capital were invested; able 
capitalists here purchased the patent-right for this country and then 
put millions of money into mills to manufacture it; and they have 
built up acompetition among themselves; and that has reduced it from 
$130 to $38.50, while there has been no change in the rate of the tariff. 


Therefore there is a great deal of fallacy in all these statements about | 


the exorbitant tariff on Bessemer steel ruining thiscountry. The rail- 
roads had to pay (and people have to pay for it, of course, in the end) 
unreasonable rates for the article at the start. Why was it that we had 
to pay at that day $150 a ton? If we had not put up mills to make it 
in this country, it is doubtful whether we should not be paying $130 a 
ton or some other very high rate to-day for it, for the foreign manufacturer 
having the monopoly would have put his own price upon it, and there- 
fure we should probably have to pay double or three times to-day what 
we do pay to our own mills. By this system those mills are now lo- 
cated here; the capital is in them; the plant is there; and they can not 
be removed; and we have this competition for all time to come. Iam 
willing to vote to reduce the tariff on steel to a reasonable rate, as I 
have always been, and give the benefit of it to the people. 

Take another illustration 

Mr. BECK. The Senator is aware, I suppose, that he can buy Bes- 
semer-steel rails for $24 or $25 a ton, free on board, in Liverpool. 

Mr. BROWN. But I suppose Bessemer steel, as well as everything 
else, ought to pay some of the $250,000,000 we need to carry on the 
Government. I think it ought not to pay as high a rate as it now 
pays. But if we adopt the system of collecting all the revenue by in- 
ternal taxation, then the Senator from Kentucky is right, and we can 
get it at $25 in Liverpool. And then we will have to pay a direct tax 
about seven times as much as our present State tax on our lands, our 
horses, mules, cattle, hogs, and sheep. The people prefer that the rail- 
roads pay it on Bessemer steel rather than have direct tax. 

The very fact that we have had this competition here has compelled 
them to come down with the price abroad, and if we had not the com- 
petition here we could not get it at any such price. If we had built 
no Bessemer mills in this country we should have had no steel delivered 
here at $24a ton. The difference is now between $24, if the Senator’s 
figures are right, and I suppose they are, and $38.50. Well, I would 
take off part of the duty on that article, and I would still make the 
railroads that use Bessemer steel pay part of the tariff, pay part of the 
$250,000,000 that somebody has to pay. 

But when the Senator asked me the last question or made the last 
statement I was going to refer to another article in which my own State 
is interested. Prior to the war Georgia and the Carolinas had almost 
a monopoly of the rice market. Rice at that day did not sell for more 
than $2 per hundred pounds. There was 20 per cent. ad valorem duty 
upon it. We had slave labor, and we made it almostas cheaply as the 
Chinaman and the people in the East do, and we had a monopoly of 
the market. Not a pound came in at20 percent. Foreign rice at that 
time could not compete. 

But war clouds overshadowed the country, and the contending ar- 
mies met, and the blockade closed our ports, and Southern rice was not 
permitted to go to Northern markets. What did rice go up to in the 
United States? While there was plenty of it in the East, in China and 
other countries, with the ports thrown open to it at $2 a hundred, it 
could not come because the rice raised by slave labor was lower than 
that. But as soon as the Southern rice was cut off, and no longer went 
into the market of the United States, that part of it occupied by the 
Union Government and armies, it rose to from $12 to $14 per hundred. 
Why did not the foreigners bring it in and kindly sell it to us at $4a 
hundred? Because war had crushed the production in this country, 
and they at once took advantage of our necessity to run the price up 
three or four times as high as it had been before. 

Since the war nothing could have been done re-establishing the old 
rice plantations had it not been for the tariff, because now under the 
present system of culture the foreign rice-maker gets labor at a cost of 
less than half what we can get it for. Drop protection and that in- 
dustry drops, and one hundred and fifty toone hundred and sixty thou- 











sand people supported by the riee culture are thrown out of employment 
and valuable plantations are thrown back into the forest. What hasbeen 
the result? It was said that the tariff on rice was too high. The result 
has not been at the present price to prevent it from coming in. But 
nearly half of all the rice the people of the United States now usc is im- 
ported, and it came down in 188) and 1831 to $4.25 a hundred. 

When you put a tariff on home rice and protected it so that the bus- 
iness could go forward, the foreigner dropped the price of his rice from 
$14 a hundred, which he could no longer get, and he now makes it 
and brings it here and sells it to us at $4.50 in competition with the 
home rice. 

Therefore it is idle to say, if we want to talk like candid men on these 
questions, that a tariff protecting largely any industry does not cause 
capital to be invested in that industry and build it up so that it can 
after a while do with less protection. That is the working of it in 
every instance almost where you trace the course of it all along through 
our tariff history. Bessemer steel is one instance and rice is another 
notable instance. 

When our home factories did not make the Bessemer steel to any- 
thing like the supply, the foreign manufacturers brought it here and sold 
it at a price laid down in the interior of Georgia at $130.aton. We pro- 
tected unreasonably, as it seemed at the time, the home manufacturer 
of this article, and the result has been that now the price is down by 
competition among ourselves to $38.50 a ton. 

Mr. President, I hold in my hand the statistics of the imported mer- 
chandise for the year ending June 30, 1882, and I see that the whole 
amount of goods imported for consumption was $716,090,090 worth. 
Of that amount $210,000,000 came in on the free-list—I give only the 
round numbers; $505,000,000 on the dutiable list paid taxes, $505,000,000 
is the whole amount of dutiable goods imported at the ports of the 
United States for the fiscal year ending June 30, 1882. With a duty 
of 40 per cent. ad valorem that would produce only $202,009,09) reve- 
nue. That will notdo. You are obliged, therefore—and there is no 
escape from the statistics—if next year is as this year, to put an aver- 
age tax of more than 40 per cent. ad valorem on every dollar’s worth 
of goods imported on the dutiable list to raise $202,000,00¥. You 
must have at least $250,000,000 from customs, and your internal reve- 
nue in the bargain. 

You must raise, say, $250,000,000 by customs, and then you must 
have on all dutiable goods imported during the year, if there be the 
same quantity this year, a tax of about 50 percent. ad valorem. That 
is terrible upon trace-chains and looking-glasses and shovels and picks 
and hoes and clothes and hats and shoes and boots and other artic’es. 
The people could absolutely get them for 50 per cent. less than they do 
if there was no tax. If we did not have to support this Governmeni 
we should be relieved of an immense amountof taxation. One Senator 
spoke of the very high taxation; that it is 50 per cent. or 40 per cent., 
and no doubt preferred 20 per cent. ad valorem. Some people forget 
that we have to support the Government, and put about 5) per cent. 
upon every dollar’s worth that is imported, that is dutiable, to ra‘se 
the amount necessary, which we are obliged to have. 

How are you going to raise it? Lower all these duties to 20 per 
cent. and see whether you can do it. I know that the advocates of 
extreme free trade will not raise all the revenue by internal taxation, 
but they say if you lower the duties the effect will be to inerease the 
quantity imported. Well, I suppose we shall not import much more 
or much less than we need. I presume that all the goods needed this 
year came in; all we were in a condition to pay for came in. 

It is true that by lowering the tariff to a point where you can not get 
the necessary revenue out of it, you can destroy home industry. If 
you reduce the tariff enough to greatly stimulate the importation so as 
to destroy our home industries, I do not know that you will get cnough 
from it to make $250,000,000 a year, or to make, as I think it ought to 
be, with the internal-revenue system abolished, the entire amount of 
$400,000,000 that is needed to support this Government. 

I sympathize very cordially with the Senators on this flooror gentle- 
men anywhere else who desire to see to it that full, equal, and exact 
justice is done to the people and that no unnecessary burdens are sad- 
dled upon them. But if I were to tell the country that all the taxes 
upon the goods bought by the poor man and the rich man and every- 
body who consumes are an unn burden, I should feel as if I was 
demagoging a little, for I should be keeping back from them another 
important statement that must in honesty and fair play accompany that, 
that if you did not pay it in that way you would have to pay it upon 
your property, and it would be as long as it is broad usually and as 
broad as itis longin the end. There would be a difference in the class 
who pay it, and that difference under the system of collecting it inter- 
nally would be against the farmer, in favor of the gambler, in favor of 
the rich who pay most of the tariff. The present system saddles more 
of it on the rich man and the gambler. 

Take an illustration. I know a farmer in Georgia who is wor?) $20,- 
000 clear of indebtedness. Heisa man of sense; he economizes closely ; 
he has good land and a good deal of it; he has horses and mules and 
cows and sheep and hogs and all property which a man in that condi- 
tion usually draws around him. He and his family dress very plainly; 
he makes almost everything upon the plantation that he needs; buys 4 
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little iron, a little salt, a little sugar and coffee—what we call strictly | appropriations can be greatly reduced, we are obliged to raise about 
the necessaries of life; and he paysa very small proportion of the taxes | $400,000,000 this year; $250,000,000 of that by tariff as heretofore, and 


to support this Government compared with the amount of property he | the rest by the internal-revenue system unless we repeal it. 


it we re- 


owns. I know agambler in Atlanta who is not worth $500 of any visible | pudiate this principle, and levy the whole by a direct tax, then we have 


property but is one of the finest dressed men in town every time you | to raise $400,000,000 by internal taxation alone. 


As matters now stand 


see him. He wears gold rings upon his fingers and diamonds upon his | Georgia’s share of this would be about $10,000,000 annually which the 


breast, fine boots, hats—and everything 
under the tariff pays a great deal more of the taxes that now support | 
this Government than the old farmer I have spoken of who is worth | 
$20,000 in property. If you change it and collect it by the internal- 
revenue system or direct taxation you lift the burden @f the shoulder 
of the gambler and put it upon the shoulder of the old planter. That 
will be the working of it. There is no getting away trom facts, and 
those are the facts in just such instances as I mention. 

I would vote here, as a rule, to exempt from the tariff almost every- 
thing raised abroad that we do not produce or manufacture in this coun- 
try. Take as an illustration tea and coffee. Neither is raised in this 
country, and we compete with nobody on these articles, and a tariff 
upon them protects nobody. I would keep them perpetually on the 
free-list. I would tax sugar, although it is used as generally as tea and 
coffee, because it is produced in this country, and I would give the la- 
borers who produce sugar a part of the benefit of the protection that 
the $250,000,000 or $300,000,000 which we have to raise is obliged to 
give somehody. 

The great problem to my mind is how to properly adjust this burden 
and how properly to divide this protection. I would make some ex- 
ceptions to the rule I have just laid down. There are certain articles 
of luxury, used by the rich alone, made abroad that we do not compete 
with that I would make pay a high tariff and bear that much of the 
burdens of the Government; but unless there was something of that 
character while you relieve the common people and the poor people 
entirely, I would in every instance put the tariff on that which would 
protect some American industry or American resource. In other words, 
| would give the preference to the labor of my own country rather than 
the labor of a foreign country. I would relieve as far as possible all 
the laboring masses of this country by placing the tariff on the goods 
they produce by their labor in preterence to that which is not produced 
by American labor. And in taking that position I do not depart from 
the traditions of the fathers; I stand squarely on the old Democratic | 
platform prior to the war, and I will not be driven from it no matter | 
how many new lights there may be who have concluded that they may 
do better than that by protecting foreign labor against home labor. 

The position of the Democratie party then was a tariff for revenue 
with incidental protection to American labor, raising no more money 
than was absolutely necessary to an economical administration of this 
Government. There is precisely where I stood then. The first vote I 
ever cast for a Presidential candidate was for Mr. Polk on that very plat- 
form. There I have stood ever since, and there I intend to stand with 
my feet firmly fixed upon that platform. We triumphed on that plat- 
form before the war, and I tell my Democratic friends here that when 
we again triumph it will have to be upon that platform. It is the old 
Democratic platform, and I invite my Democratic friends who have 
wandered from it to return to it again. You can not succeed in a Presi- 
dential campaign if the people of this country are satisfied that you are 
antagonistic in your feelings and your action to American production 
and American labor, and that you are willing to put foreign productions 
and foreign labor in a condition of preference to home productions and 
home labor. There are too many laborers interested in this question 
for any party to succeed upon such a platform. 

I have noticed the capital made by our Republican friends on the 
other side of this Chamber out of this question; and while they go as I 
think to the extreme, and I do not agree with them, especially with that 
portion of them who say that they are for protection for protection’s 
sake, yet I saw enough in the last Presidential campaign, when we went 
before the people of these United States upon the platform of a tariff 
for revenue only, saying nothing about incidental protection, throwing 
aside the whole doctrine of the fathers of the Democracy of former days— 
I say I saw enough of the effect then in Connecticut and New Jersey 
and Indiana and probably in other States to convince me that you will 
never carry them again on any such platform, and you will never suc- 
ceed without them or part of them. 

We may say what we will about it, we may appeal to the prejudices 





of the people as much as we will and say, You are paying 20, 30, 
40, 50, 60, or 70 per cent. upon goods, and you would get them a great 
deal cheaper if we had no tariff, but you can not mislead the people 
of this country on this question. 
the country understands it, the manufacturers understand it, the bank- 
ers and capitalists of every class understand it, the laborers under- 
stand it, They know there has to be a fund raised by taxation to sup- 
port this Government, and they are intelligent enough to understand 
tha¥.it has to be done either by tariff on imports or by internal taxation, 
where it comes right home to evervbody. 

Under the tariff system it is an indirect tax, the larger portion of it 
paid by the wealthier class, and those who consume most of the fine 

0 And being indirect, no one seems to feel it as they would a 
direct levy of the amount upon their property at home. Unless the 
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They understand it, the capital of | 


| in the opinion of other Senators. 


ing he wears is fine. That man | tax-gatherers would collect from our people. Senators here have talked 


about taxes upon the plow, and the hoe, and the trace-chain, and other 
articles purchased by the farmer. If we adopt the internal-revenue 
system for raising the whole amount which each State will have to pay, 
each citizen will have to pay seven or eight times as much tax in gold 
each year to support the Federal Government as he now pays to sup- 
port the State government. Thena heavy tax would be assessed upon 
the land, the horses, the mules, the cows, the hogs, the sheep and the 
goats, and the plows and the hoes, and the spades and the trace-chains, 
and the picks and the shovels, and even the skillets of our people. The 
Senator or Representative who by his vote adopts this principle, if it 
should ever become a law, will meet among his constituents a storm of 
indignation such as he has never before witnessed. 

Instead of raising this immense amount by direct taxation upon all 
the property of the people, let it be raised as our fathers raised it, by a 
tariff. And in laying the tariff let it be so adjusted as to raise the 
necessary revenue upon imports and at the same time afford incidental 
protection to American industry. You can not raise $250,000,000 
on imported articles consumed in the United States without giving 
$250,000,000 of protection to somebody. I would so distribute the 
protection as to give part of it to manufactured articles of cotton and 
wool and silk, of iron and steel and the ores that support them, and 
part among other manufactures. And I would distribute part of it 
among the wool-growers, the hemp-growers, the flax-growers, the to 
bacco-growers, the fruit-growers, the sugar-growers, the rice-growers, 
the shepherds, and the herdsmen. In a word, I would so distribute 
it as to protect as far as possible against foreign productions and for 
eign labor all the productions and all the labor of all the producing and 
laboring classes of the United States. I would put upon the free-list 
generally, as already stated, such foreign productions as we do not 
raise and such foreign manutactures as we can not compete with, and 
raise the amount of money we need upon such articles as we do raise 


| and such manufactures as we make. 


We have to raise the amount of money necessary to support the Gov 
ernment, and what we raise upon one class of articles we do not have to 
put upon another. Therefore I prefer the first plan, that is to raise 
the revenue by tariff. And I will go further and say that I entertain no 
doubtthat nine-tenths of the voters of this country preter that plan, and 
no party can succeed at a general election that does not support the first 
plan. 

Mr. President, I want to discuss this question fairly. I shall resort 
to no anecdote, nothing to amuse you. Ili my premises are unsound or 
my argument is unsound, of course the Senate will see it at once and 
it will be met with a successful reply. If my position is impregnable 
there will beno reply. But I desire to discuss the question on principle. 
We have to meet it on principle at the bar of public opinion, and we 
had better take a proper position upon it. 

Now, as to the details of this bill there are many of them that I do 
not like. Some I will vote for; some I will not vote for. 1 do not 
know yet whether I shall vote for the bill or whether I shall vote 
against it. I have no idea it will be anything like a perfect bill. We 
have all seen enough to know that we have stricken down the tariff on 
certain articles very low. For instance,on the motion of my friend 
the Senator from Texas [Mr. Coke], the other day, when he proposed 
to reduce glue, I believe it was, to 10 per cent. ad valorem, I voted for 
it because his State produces more horns and hoots out of which it is 
made than any other State in the Union, and if he and his colleague 
were satisfied with that I would vote for it, though now glue is 40 per 
cent. below the average ad valorem that it takes to support this Gov 
ernment. 

While glue is at 10 per cent. ad valorem other articles must pay 490, 
50, 80, or 100 per cent., or they can not survive. It is an exceedingly 
delicate affair to take up this bill, or any other bill, and so adjust all 
the details as to give just such a tariff as ought to be given in the case 
of each particular article. No committee can do it, and I presume no 
legislative assembly can do it. Something will be wrong. There will 
be some inequality. Therefore, the very best we can do is an approx- 
imation to what is best and what is right. We may make some mis- 
takes in these details in voting on particular articles. I may have 
voted for too high a tariff on certain articles and tor too low on others 
Doubtless I have. All of it does 


| not suit me; but I intend to do the best I can, voting on each question 


as it comes up after it has been discussed, to perfect the bill as nearly 


| as possible. 


When it is done we shall have much to find fault with; but it is on 
step in the right direction. The present tariff is unequal, unjust, and 
in some respects iniquitous; it wants modification and change; the res 
enues of the Government are such that they will bear reduction, and 
reduction ought to be made; and if it will not meet the expenses, then 
we must reduce the expenditures until it will meet them. But still 
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the question comes back on the details, how low are you going to 

it? If you put 50 per cent. ad valorem on everything, which is about 
the amount it would take on all the goods imported for consumption 
which were dutiable last year, you do not do justice. 

Some of the New England spinners, who have had protection for 
forty or fifty years, do not need any 50 per cent. now. They have been 
rocked in this cradle long enough. They are no longer little children. 
They have gone through the period of youth; they are approximating 
the period of vigorous manhood; they have machinery now, many of 
them, that is equal probably to the best anywhere; they have skilled 
labor that is almost as good as you can find in Europe, and probably 
much of it is as good; but it costs alittle higher, and that is the great- 
est difficulty. But some of them neither ask nor expect 50 per cent., 
nor are they entitled to it. 

On the other hand, take a struggling interest in the South—any of 
those we are trying to build up; if you put 50 per cent. on that and 50 
per cent. on New England, the one in its infancy and the other in its 
manhood, you do not do justice between them. We have reached the 
point now where the South sees some prospect. New England has had 
protection for half acentury. She has risen tothat point where she will 
soon be able to take care of herself. I would take off part of that tariff 
and I would put it on where it is more needed. 

These are my views generally on this question. There are many de- 
tails that [ should like to go into that neither the time of the Senate 
nor my strength will permit me todo. This is the general outline of 
my position on the tariff. Acting on the principles I have laid down, 
I shall vote in the case of each particular item here as I think most 
just under all the circumstances; so distribute the protection as to build 
up the weak that need fostering, and withdraw protection as much as 
may be from the strong that do not need it. Taking this view, I de- 
sire to say but little on the iron question. It is a question in which I 
have some interest myself, and therefore it is not proper that I should 
say much, but I can say this much, as no one else can sit here and take 
my place as one of the Senators from Georgia. 

While I oceupy the seat I must speak for my people on that subject, 
or one-half of her strength in the Senate can not speak at all. There- 
fore, unpleasant or perhaps improper as it may be for me to discuss that 
question as lam interested in it, I desire to say that Georgiaand Alabama 
and Tennessee and South Carolina and North Carolina and Virginia are 
immensely interested in that question. Some of the greatest deposits 
of iron on the face of the earth are found in those States. All we need 
is development, and some of the fruits that protection has given in the 
case of Bessemer steel in reducing prices down two-thirds will be felt 
probably in a similar degree there. I do not mean that there will be 
two-thirds reduction upon present prices, however, because that would 
be clear below the point of production. 

But what I do mean is that we can build up by a judicious system 
an immense interest there with immense power for the future and im- 
mense wealth to that section. What made England wealthy and pow- 
erfulasshe is to-day ? Many causes you may say, but what was probably 
the leading one? What probably did more to develop her power and 
her immense strength than any other thing? Her iron interest and 
her coal interest fully developed; immense amounts of capital have 
been put into it; the development has been carried to the highest point, 
and it has given hera powerand a prestige that is beyond comparison, 
and while she was formerly one of the strongest protection powers in 
the world—she even required her dead to be buried in woolens, to pro- 
tect the woolen interest—she has built up her great interests by pro- 
tection till, like the Bessemer-steel men, now she can go before the world, 
throw her ports open, and undersell everybody. The South can not 
for a long time reach the position England has reached, but we have a 
great deal more coal, a great deal more iron in the three States of Ten- 
nessee, Georgia, and Alabama than there is all told in the islands of 
Great Britain. 

I recollect three or four years ago when Mr. Bell, president of the 
Iron and Steel Association of Great Britain, visited that section and in- 
spected our iron and coal resources. While riding with him on the rail- 
road train I said to him, ‘‘ Mr. Bell, I have never had the pleasure to 
visit your country; I know the great power that you derive from the 
great coal and iron interests and deposits of Great Britain; how do 
yours compare in — with what you have seen in Georgia, Ala- 
bama, and Tennessee?’’ His reply, in a quick, nervous manner, was, 
‘Ours is a speck, sir, a mere speck, compared with yours.’’ Wehave 
six times, probably ten times as much mineral wealth in the section 
that I now refer to as Great Britain had before a pick was ever used on 
her deposit 

I do not think it is wise to adopt a policy in our tariff laws or any 
other legislation that crushes out that interest and invites the products 
of this immense English capital and English labor to come in here and 
occupy this field and take aoan of it. If you will puta rate of tariff 
on iron low enough to stop the furnaces of the United States, how long 
do you suppose it will be before iron brought from England to this 
country, like rice brought from Asia here in 1862, will go up one, two, 
or three fold? It is the fact that you produce it here in immense quan- 
tities and stimulate direct competition among yourselves and meet 
them with competition that keeps down the price to the consumer. Blot 





out the furnaces and rolling-mills of this country, and then look out for 
your trace-chains and all your other iron articles that have been men- 
tioned, and you will soon feel the weight of the English power upon 
your prosperity. You had better not do it, in my opinion. 

Now, a word in reference to the pending question, and I have done. 
This is a proposition to put a tariff oniron ore, as I understand it. The 
present rate on iron ore is 20 per cent. ad valorem, which amounts to 
56 cents and a fraction per ton. This bill proposes to lower that rate, 
as it is reported by the committee, 6 and a fraction cents per ton. I 
think it would be unwise to do it. As I see by a statement made by 
the chairman of the national executive committee of the iron-ore pro- 
ducers, there are in threeor four mineson Lake Superior 16,000 persons 
engaged in this business, supporting about 50,000 people. I speak of 
that particular locality; I have not the statistics at hand about any 
other. They have invested in the Marquette district, as the statistics 
here state, $33,000,000, and in the Menomonee district $18,000,000; 
making $51,000,000 invested there in mining alone. Then they have 
built, as is stated, three railroads there simply for the purpose of haul- 
ing this ore to the iron furnaces atdifferent places, mostly toward Penn- 
sylvania and in the West. Those railroads, that are used for scarcely 
anything else except the transportation of iron ore, have cost, one 
$19,000,000 in round numbers, one $6,000,000, and one $5,000,000, 
making a total investment for working the ore in those two districts 
alone $81,000,000. There areother portions of the country where there 
are very large operations of this character goingon. I suppose I might 
say on a sort of guess, for I have not the data before me, that there are 
$200,000,000 now invested in the United States in the iron-ore busi- 
ness, and it maintains, as this $81,000,000 maintains about 50,000 peo- 
ple, over 100,000 people. I do not want to strike down that interest. 
While it may be true that it is not in the interior, but on the lakes, | 
want to take in the whole country in a broad'view of this subject. 
Therefore I vote for the amount that was fixed by the pig-iron conven- 
tion at——- 

Mr. SHERMAN. I happen to know, as the Senator is looking for 
the recommendation of the convention of all the iron manufacturers, 
that they agreed after a full conference, all the parties interested -—— 

Mr. BROWN. On 85 cents a ton 

Mr. SHERMAN. They agreed finally on 85 cents unanimously. 

Mr. BROWN. _I was looking for the place where that convention 
was held. 

Mr. SHERMAN. Eighty-five cents a ton for the ore. ~ 

Mr. BROWN. There were but two concerns in the United States 
that objected to that, as it is stated here, and one of them—— 

Mr. SHERMAN. It was the Bessemer Steel Works that objected to 
it, and some other company. They will be found in the testimon) 
taken before the Tariff Commission, if it is desired. 

Mr. BROWN. It was two of the Pennsylvania steel works, as I re- 
member—I do not recollect the names and I can not turn to them at 
this minute—but of all the pig-iron manufacturers of the Uni ted States 
in convention, after fully discussing this question, there were none who 
objected to 85 cents; there were but the two concerns of any character, 
and those were two large steel mills, that objected to it. It seems to 
me that the manufacturers of pig-iron ought to be pretty fair judges, 
when they meet in convention and when they have to buy the ore, of 
what the laborer ought to have for the ore delivered at the furnaces. 
And as they have all settled upon 85 cents per ton tariff and no manu- 
facturer of pig-iron objects to it, I am willing to vote to give to these 
laborers the 85 cents per ton, which is a rise on the present rate of from 
56 and a fraction to 85 cents. It seems to me that it is reasonable and 
little enough, and therefore I shall vote, when we reach that proposi- 
tion, for the amount of tariff that was agreed upon by that convention 
as proper for the protection of those engaged in furnishing iron ore. 

Mr. MAHONE. Mr. President, the question before the Senate is as 
to the duty oniron ores, and the proposition is at what figure shall the 
rate be fixed. Shall it be arbitrary, or shall it be in equitable propor- 
tion to that fixed on the manufactured product? Shall the rate give 
the same protection to the miner as is given to the forgeman, or shal! 
it violate an honest and generous application of the principle of pro- 
tection, and be laid in the single interest of two certain steel and iron 
manufacturers ? 

Mr. President, heretofore iron ores have not been specifically enu- 
merated in the tariff. They have been admitted under a general clause 
covering ‘‘ crude minerals not otherwise provided for,”’ at a rate of 20 
per cent. ad valorem, equal 56 cents per ton specific. 

It was not anticipated that iron ores would become an item of import 
to any material extent, and yet we have seen that within the past few 
years the quantity imported has increased from 284,000 tons, in 1879, 
to 783,000 tons in 1881. 

These foreign ores come mainly from the mines in Spain and im Af- 
rica, and are taken quite exclusively by the steel and iron works on 
the Atlantic side of the Alleghanies, while the like manufacturing 
works west of the Alleghanies are supplied from our own American 
mines, whose capabilities are equal to every demand of the steel and 
iron works of the country in quantity and kind. 

Some of these works have gone to Spain and to Africa for a large 
measure of their ores, not because equally desirable ores were not to 
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be had here, but- for the reason that they could be had there at a cost 
below that which precluded the production at our own mines. 

Some of the mines of New Jersey and New York were last year not 
worked for the want of a market, while our Eastern iron and steel 
works were importing foreign ores. 

These important industries have had all the while a generous measure 
of protection, and the theory which justifies the fostering care that has 
wisely been extended to that interest can not fairly be denied the iron- 
ore interest of our country. It directly represents American labor, 
which we would aim to place here at home upon fair,terms of compe- 
tition with that of the world. 

In Spain, where the wages do not range higher than 45 cents per day, 
it costs about 80 cents to mine a ton of ore, and here, where the wages 
range at about $2.10 per day, it costs, say in New York and in New 
Jersey, $2.50 per ton. 

On this basis, and the proposed duty of 50 cents per ton, you give to 
the foreign labor a protection of 62 per cent., and if you would extend 
that ratio to the American miner the duty should be $1.89 per ton. 

To the manufactured article everywhere you give ample protection. 
On pig-iron you impose a duty of $6 per ton—at the average value of 
ores they compose full one-third the cost at pig—and if you would 
equalize the duty that on ores should be put at $2 per ton, specilic, 
certainly, when the ores imported are of the class necessary in the man- 
ufacture of steel, and when you remember that the duty fixed on steel 
ingots and blooms is $13.44, while that on steel railway bars is put at 
$17.92. Surely, the iron and steel manufacturers who insist upon am- 
ple protection for their product will not urge a high rate of duty upon 
what they sell and a nominal duty upon what they buy. 

Taking the prices of October, steel rails are protected at the rate of 
62 per cent., bar iron 40, and iron ores 10 per cent.; while labor bears 
a larger proportion to the value of the product in the matter of ores 
than in pig-iron or steel rails. 

The laboremployed in the manufacture of aton of steel rails is given 
by thecensus reports of 1880at $5.04. That required to convert ore into 
a ton of pig-iron, including charcoal (pig) by the same authority is put 
at $2.62. 

The labor required to mine a ton of iron ore, as given in the Mining 
Journal, was in New Jersey $2.46. 

Here we find that in railway bars one-eighth of the cost is labor, and 
in pig-iron about the same, while in ores five-sixths the mine value is 
labor. That is where labor forms one-eighth the cost you give 44 per 
cent, protection, and where labor forms five-sixths the cost you give 
about 16 per cent.—44 per cent. to the forgeman and 16 per cent. to the 
miner. 

That is, while the labor employed in the manufacture of Bessemer 
steel and bar-iron is thus justly enabled to compete with the best paid 
labor in England, you leave that employed in our iron-ore mines to 
contend with the cheap labor of Spain and Africa. 

You protect all earths and clays unwrought $1.50 per ton; coal at 
the rate of 62 per cent. upon cost at the mine, and iron ores at 16 cents. 

Let us have some reciprocity in our efforts to foster American labor 
and promote her industries. Let the theory be evenly applied to all 
and everywhere. Give to this vast resource of valuable mineral wealth 
these exceptional ores, necessary in the manufacture of steel, to be 
found in so many of the States, the vitalizing care you extend to the 
manufactured product. 

I need not tell the Senate that such exceptional ores are found in un- 
limited quantity, of varied degrees of excellence, in the States of Mich- 
igan, New York, New Jersey, Pennsylvania, Virginia, North Carolina, 
Tennessee, Alabama, Georgia, and Missouri, and then we should not 
forget we have American labor quite as worthy of the beneficent policy 
of protection as that to be found in our manufacturing establishments. 

It is not our policy to create a dependency upon foreign supply of 
the raw material for the maintenance of our manufacturing interests, 
hin must ceme of discrimination like that proposed in this case and 
relation. 

I do not, therefore, Mr. President, concur in the amendment pro- 
posed by the Senator from New York. It does not fill the measure of 
equitable protection to this vast resource of our country. it does not 
give to American labor, the miner, the security which the American 
theory of protection promises. ‘To do this the rate should not be less 
than $2 per ton, and I therefore propose to amend the proposition of the 
Senator from New York to strike out oneand substitute two dollars per 
ton. ‘ 

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr. GorMAN in the chair). The Sena- 
tor from Virginia [Mr. MAHONE] moves to amend the amendment of 
the Senator from New York [Mr. MILLER] by striking out ‘‘one dol- 
lar’’ and inserting ‘‘two dollars.”’ 

Mr. MILLER, of New York. I desire to make a change in the 


amendment which’ proposed as to the place where it shall come in. | 


The question of pyrites is an important question, and I prefer to have 


that considered entirely on its own merits. Therefore, with the con- | 


sent of the Senator from Virginia who has offered his amendment to 
mine, I propose to bring in my amendment in line 504, after the sec- 
ond word ‘‘ore’’ there; so as to read: 


Iron ore, including manganiferous iron ore, $1 per tov. 


That will relieve us from the trouble which might arise in regard to 
the duty on pyrites contained in the next line. 
| The PRESIDING OFFICER. If there be no objection the Senator 
| will be allowed to so modify his amendment. 
| Mr. LAPHAM. Mr. President, in the very brief time I propose to 
| occupy the attention of the Senate I shall endeavor to contine myself 
| to the proposition now under consideration. ‘These general discussions 
which have been so freely indulged in this morning do not, in my judg- 
| ment, advance us a single step in the disposition of this bill; for, not- 
withstanding all that has been said, when we have disposed of the 
| amendment proposed by my colleague as amended by the Senator from 
Virginia, and another amendment is proposed upon any of the various 
| topics which have been so elaborately discussed, we shall renew the 
discussion and repeat nearly all that has been said. The only way to 
dispose of this bill is to take up a subject proposed by an amendment, 
discuss it, decide it, and then pass to the consideration of another. 
Now, the proposition contained in this amendment is involved in 
the inquiry, What is the proper measure of protection to be given to 
that branch of American industry which is devoted to the development 
of our iron mines? and it is confined to that alone. Since th: pre sent 
tariff was enacted this industry in the main has grown up in this 
country. It is, therefore, in every legitimate sense an infant ind 
The existing tariff was not made with a view to preventing competition 
between the pauper labor of the old countries and the labor of this country 
There was no such competition anticipated, because it was not known 
then that such an industry as this to any extent would be developed in 
the United States, or that the foreign ores would reach us in increasing 
quantities and at diminishing prices. The iron minesof Northern New 
York it is true had to some extent been developed, but the iron mines 
which are found in other portions of New York were undeveloped. 
There are all through the northern portion of the State of New York 
localities where this ore is found. It is, as my colleague has suggested, 
in Putnam County; it is found upon the shores of Lake Ontario. A 
mine has already been opened in the town of Marion, in the county of 
Wayne, but a short distance from the shore of that lake. The whole 
of Northern New York abounds in material of this description. The 
| iron mines of New Jersey have been opened since that time 
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ihe iron 
mines referred to by the honorable Senator from Virginia have nearly 
| all of them been discovered as practical ficlds for enterprise since the 
enactment of the present tariff. and in consequence of the demand for 
ores of this description there has been a vast and unexpected inc1 
of the importation of foreign ores. The question now is, What shall we 
do, as practical men, in the bill before us with a view of protecting 
American labor against foreign competition from pauper labor? And 
that is the only question. 

Now, Mr. President, I have from Hon. Andrew Williams, the presi- 
dent of the Plattsburgh Company, who was a member of the Forty- 
fourth Congress and is a man of the highest honor, a statement which 
is instructive upon this subject. I have also from General HAMMOND, 
the present member representing that district in the other House, an 
equally instructive statement; and I have from others, one of whom is 
a partner of Mr. Williams and interested in this subject, a statement 
| in regard to it. The substance of the statements is this: It costs to 
take out of the mines at Plattsburgh, the Clinton County mines, from 
$2 to $2.50 per ton, of labor; and that is all that gives the ore its value. 

The Committee on Finance propose in this bill to give to that labor 
a protection at the rate of only 50 cents per ton. Atter the ore is taken 
from the mines, and this $2 or $2.50 has been expended to do it, it costs 
$3 or $3.50 to convert it into pig-iron, and the bill proposes to give by 
way of protection to pig-iron $6 per ton instead of 50 cents. Here is 
$2.50 for the labor of taking the ore out of the mine and $3.50 for manu- 
facturing it into pig-iron, and we protect the $3.50 of labor at the rate 
of $6 a ton and propose to protect the $2.50 of labor at only 50 cents a 
ton; or if it takes two tons of ore to make aton of pig-iron, as has been 
suggested, $2.50 of labor has $1 of protection on the ore and $3.50 of 
labor has $6 of protection on the pig-iron. 

Is there any justiceinthis? Isthereany senseinit? Isubmit there 
is none. ‘The bare statement ofthe proposition carries with itits argu 
ment, and no amplification is necessary to illustrate it. 

What is this ore lying inthe mountains? It is but clay in the hands 
of the potter, is as worthless as that which is made into our earthenware 
or into our bricks, valueless until value is added to it by labor. It has 
notintrinsi¢ value like the ores containing gold or silver or lead or copper, 
and it is that question of protecting American labor in its production 
which we are now considering. 

I have here a telegram from the proprictors of the Putnam County 
mines, stating that by reason of the ruinous competition now existing 
they have been compelled to shut down their mines and discharge their 
| laborers. According to the statements which have been furnished to 
me, the fact is shown that if there were proper protection given to the 
industry of this country 20,000 additional laborers could be employed 
| in the State of New York alone within another year; and the question 
| for us is, what shall we do by way of giving that employment and 
| encouraging that labor? 

Mr. President, legislation which protes ts labor in its employment is 
the kind of legislation which will give peace and quiet to the country. 
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What are these labor-unions and labor-strikes, about which we hear so 
much? ‘They are the inevitable result of so providing in bills of this 
description as that foreign competition will put it out of the power of 
the proprictors of these establishments to pay American labor that to 
which it is justly entitled. If the proprietors of the Putnam mines 
could continue to pay laborers their wages they would not shut down; 
but when they find that they can not pay American laborers thatto which 
they are entitled and make anything, they are compelled to discontinue 
their operations. In the mines laborers are left without employment 
and suffer from enforced idleness. 

Therefore it seems to me, Mr. President, that a proportionate duty 
upon this class of ores is dictated by every sense of propriety in legis- 
lation. 

For whom are we legislating to-day? Not primarily for the capital- 
ist; not for the manufacturer; but for the laborers of America, for the 
people of the United States; not for the serfs of Spain or of Africa, who 
work for a mere nominal sum, but for the sovereigns of the United States, 
to whom we owe our highest obligations. When we protect American 
labor we give capital its opportunity to operate profitably; we give man- 
ufacturers their opportunity to operate profitably; but so soon as we 
strike at the value and just compensation of labor we cripple every 
industry dependent upon that labor. 

Mr. BAYARD. Mr. President, I regret that the Senator from New 
York [Mr. MrLLer] did not allow his first amendment to be acted upon, 
directed to pyrites as I understand it was, but as he has drafted his 
present amendment it relates entirely to the duty on iron ores, leaving 
the rest of the sentence to stand. I wish that I were able to offer an 
amendment placing iron ore upon the free-list. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The amendment of the Senator from 
Virginia exhausted the power of amendment on this portion of the 
schedule. 

Mr. ALDRICH. I have an amendment prepared which has been sub- 
mitted to the members of tht committee, which perhaps we might have 
read now for information. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. It can be read and the Senator can 
state that We will offer it at the proper time when it is in order. 

Mr. ALDRICH. Very well, sir; I sent it up to be read. 

The ACTING SECRETARY. In line 505 it is proposed to strike out 
alter the word ‘‘ton’’ the remainder of the clause and insert : 

Sulphur ore as pyrites or sulphuret of iron in its natural state containing not 
more than 3) per cent. of copper, 50 cents per ton: ided, ore contain- 
ing more than 3} per cent, of copper, dry assay, shall pay in addition thereto 2} 
cents per ton for the copper contained therein, 

Mr. BAYARD. That is the proposed amendment? 

Mr. ALDRICH. Yes, sir. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. It has been 
read for information. 


Mr. BAYARD. It can not be offered now, I understand; it is merely 
proposed. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. It is simply read for information. 

Mr. BAYARD. I do not know whether it will be voted upon or not; 
hut’perhaps 1 may as well say at this time what I have to say on the 
subject of the taxes on the natural sulphurefs of iron or pyrites. 

It really appears to me that every time human ingenuity shall invent 
something obviously beneficial to the people of this country some step 
is taken to prevent its enjoyment, something in the way of a tax is 
created that is to prevent those things so obviously beneficial from hav- 
ing their proper results. Now, if there be a class of human inventions 
that has been beneticent, it has been those made in the progress of agri- 
cultural chemistry, what they term ‘‘applied chemistry ’’ to agriculture, 
that which has taught the farmers of this country that they must re- 
turn to the soil all the components which were taken out of it by their 
successive crops. It has taught them that waste is ignorance and crime 
when applied to the tillage of the earth. The whole of the Atlantic 
seaboard, the early settled portion, was the subject of the most waste- 
ful system of agriculture. Finally, as the land grew poor and the pop- 
ulation grew dense, something was demanded that was to restore to 
those soils those components which had been drawn from them which 
would enable similar crops again to be produced. We owe to the stu- 
dent and not to the farmer, we owe to the patient chemist in his labora- 
tory, that knowledge which would make worn-out lands capable of 
restoration to their original fertility, and, sometimes almost superior 
to it, because when they discovered what was the natural and peculiar 
food of each plant chemistry could supply it. It would be very hard 
to overstate the value that agricultural chemistry in this way has con- 
ferred on the American people. 

In order to produce these chemical fertilizers, sulphuric acid is the 
basis. Ic must be had. It was had, of course, at a cost by im- 
porting sulphur cheaply from Sicily, which was the original chief source 
of supply; but presently they found that in those pseudo metals, as 
they may be called, in the pyrites of copper and of iron and of all the 
metals the semblance of metal and not the reality, the basis of this 
acid which could be extracted for the use of mankind. Now it is pro- 
posed to ‘‘protect’’ the American farmer, the American agriculturist, 
the American laborer, and every man in America who must eat 
by making the fertilization of the earth stil] more difficult by a 
tax, 


It is not in order now. 





No one is more familiar with the multifarious tariff under which we 
have lived for the last twenty years than my honorable friend from Ver- 
mont [Mr. MORRILL], and yet pyrites was never the subject of a tax 
until it was discovered that it was going to be of some use in the manu- 
factures of this country, and of course some person who owned some 
beds, some deposits where this quasi-mineral could be obtained, goes 
before the Tariff Commission and says, “‘ If this is a good thing for my 
countrymen, let us tax it.’’ 

That seems to me to have been the —_ running along, and I do hope 
it will soon be arrested. Why should the sulphuret of iron, which is 
not a metal, which is merely a waste, which is the basis as I said from 
which sulphuric acid is extracted and which is essential in the produc- 
tion of chemical fertilizers, be the subject of a tax? I hope that will 
be made free. It has been free heretofore. It ought not to be taxed 
now atall. 

Suppose after the distillation and extraction of sulphuric acid from 
the pyrites of iron, or of any other ore, some few grains of copper shall 
he left,-for Heaven’s sake let the manufacturer gain something at least 
by his labor and his ingenuity, and do not tax that also. 

The condition of our copper trade and copper production has been re- 
ferred to by the Senator from Kentucky [Mr. BEcK] this morning, who 
read some remarkable statements, almost astounding, on the subject of 
the enormous and exorbitant profits that have awaited the investments 
of moneys in those copper mines. 

There is one fact that he did not mention and which I will draw to 
his attention and also of any other gentleman of the Senate better in- 
formed than I. Is it not true that the American copper can be bought 
cheaper in Liverpool than the parties who control the business are will- 
ing to sell it in New York or anywhere in the United States? Is 
that or not a fact? Gentlemen in the Senate who may know more of 
this business than I may answer it. I have heard it averred, and I 
believeit to be true. Senators, if such a fact as thatis true, how quickly 
ought we to arrest it. How can there be justice or right in an Ameri- 
can product withheld from an American use and sold to the foreigner 
cheaper than the producers are willing to sell it to their own country- 
men? 

I do not say this is so of my own knowledge, but I ask those who 
are within the hearing of my voice, I ask the Senator from Vermont, 
who is especially acquainted with these subjects and who assisted in 
putting this enormous and monstrous tax of 5 cents a pound upon 
crude copper, whether that is not the truth, for I have heard it was the 
truth, and if it isso we undoubtedly ought not to continue such a tax 
longer upon our own people? 

Mr. MORRILL. If the Senator desires a reply, I will state that I 
suppose at times, when there is a large amount of surplus products, they 
are shipped abroad and sold for whatever+they may bring. I wish to 
say to the Senator from Delaware that that is true not only of Ameri- 
can products but it is true of all foreign products. At the close of the 
year, when they want to get rid of their surplus and have no market 
for it at home, it comes here in various shapes at a much less price than 
it can be sold for at the place of production. 

Mr. PLATT. Will the Senator from Delaware permit me to ask a 
question of the chairman of the committee? 

Mr. BAYARD. Certainly. 

Mr. PLATT. Is it not true that American copper is from 2 to 4 
cents a pound, on an average, cheaper in London than it is in America? 

Mr. MORRILL. I understand that to be the case. 

Mr. BAYARD. I understand the honorable Senator from Vermont to 
admit the fact that there were occasions when, owing to the oversupply 
from some cause of the American market, you could buy the American 
copper cheaper in Europe than you can buy it in the United States. 
That is a condition of things which I do not think American legislation 
ought to continue or to permit. 

As to the same thing being true of European products, my answer is, 
we are not legislating for Europe. We are legislating for the United 
States. I might pass further upon that hint to speak of the fact that 
there may be an outlet for the products of other countries to this, but 
there are very few manufactured products of the United States for which 
there is an outlet in other countries, and the cause of that is not diffi- 
cult to find. 

If it be the case that the condition of our laws have permitted a 
monopoly to exist which discriminates in favor of the foreign purchaser 
and user of copper, what is to be thought of the additional statute which 
shall even tax the poor little residuum of copper that may be found 
even in the pyrites after the extraction of the sulphuric acid for the 

urpose of American fertilization. That, even that, can not escape. | 
submit an additional unwise feature of the proposed amendment is 
this: How can you aseertain the amount of copper, the percentage of 
crude copper, without an assay which shall be both troublesome, ex- 
pensive, and uncertain in its results? , ; 

You are repeating another instance of useless difficulties, complica- 
tions, and friction in your commercial exchanges which go far to deter 
commerce and to prevent our foreign intercourse and facilities for it. 

I wish to say this because I hope the Senate, when the time shall 
come, which willcome, I mean after the vote upon the iron-ore ques- 
tion has been taken, pr cardia pet apernap gin oqo a 
the American farmer, and every man who eats that which the farmer 
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produces—and that meansevery man, woman, and child not only in the 


United States but all who get the surplus of ouragricultural product— 
shall have at least his bread a littlecheaper. I ask that the poor farmer 
along the Atlantic coast, or anywhere in this country, may have the 
benefit of the beneficent discoveries of the agricultural chemist, and 
that whenever some little new avenue to prosperity and advantage of 
our people is discovered it may not be closed by something in the shape 
of tariff taxation. 

And now as to iron ore, it is difficult to touch any question of tax- 
ation without discussing to some extent the great principle that I think 
should underlie it. It seems to me, with due respect to the honorable 
Senator from Ohio [Mr. SHERMAN] who spoke this morning and to 
others who hold like views with his and form a majority on that side 
of the Chamber, that they are reasoning in a vicious circle upon this 
subject of the advantages and beneficence of taxation. 

If you are to consider the production of pig-iron, an article of prime 
necessity, you must begin with iron ore, for that underlies all iron in- 
dustries and iron industries underlie all other industries, and it may 
be justly termed a corner-stone and an indispensable element in any 
human society pretending to civilization. It is essential for the require- 
ments of any and all civilized peoples. How are you to encourage it? 
How are you substantially and really to assist and protect it? If you 
ig by taxing the crude metallic earth which you extract from the 
soil, if you tax every component of a man’s manufacture before you 
have reached the final product in his manufacture, he certainly will be 
injured and not benefited unless you compensate him in turn by a tax 
that shall protect him from the other taxes that have been previously 
laid upon every component that entered into the manufacture; and so, 
having put a kind of capiit mortuum over every component of his man- 
ufacture, and then finally crowned him in gathering all together with 
a tax that shall compensate him for being so taxed himself, where have 
you reached, what have you done? 

You have simply described the circle of taxation; and can you tell me 
that any one of these parties, the man who dug the ore, has had a tax 
laid for his benefit, that the man who smelted the ore has had another 
tax for his benefit, and every process in all its progress and varying 
shapes has each had its separate and several assistance from the Treas- 
ury in the shape of a tax, and finally you come to the man who avail- 
ing himself of all the antecedent processes that contributed to the fin- 


ished product, a tax is laid for his benefit equivalent to or in excess of 


all those which preceded and which only made the ingredients or com- 
ponents cost him more in order to make his product. Where is the ad- 
vantage of these precedent taxes tohim? It seems tome but a repeti- 
tion of the old illusion of men raising themselves by their own waist- 
band or boot-straps. : 

Of course the result of this equalizing circle of taxation upon every 

element of the product falls eventually upon the American consumer, 
and what is the result to him? He must bein turn compensated and 
some other tax in turn be laid upon his production in order to enable 
him to bear that which he has been obliged to pay to others upon their 
productions. So from a single process or the manufacture of any com- 
posite article your vicious principle of reasoning upon this subject ex- 
pands itself indefinitely until itaffects the entirecommunity and touches 
every trade, every branch of human occupation and production, and all 
are taxed because each has in his turn been taxed, and none are bene- 
lited because each has his share to carry in common burden of accumu- 
lated taxes. And this is the most favorable view which can be taken 
of the situation, and presupposes what is not the truth, that the rule 
of equality and equity has been respected in the laying these taxes. 
_ It seems to me, therefore, if we mean to reform the principle of lay- 
ing taxes we should at least arrange our tariff laws so as to benefit 
American producers and American manufacturers, and discriminate in 
their favor, as I would desire to do; and feeling, moreover, grave doubt 
and reluctance to rudely disturb any condition of business long ad- 
justed to special laws, even though those laws were unwise, I do not 
propose to make a raid upon existing systems; I do not propose to topple 
down suddenly with rude hand all these arrangements of society in 
which men have so long been accustomed to invest capital and train 
labor. I only do propose in a moderate way, and I hope it may be 
done by this bill, to begin a system which shall contain a sound prin- 
ciple; and what shall that be ? 

It is that our manufacturers shall obtain wherever they can obtain 
their crude materials as cheaply as possible. I would relieve them so 
far as I can in every respect from these constant and annoying taxes 
upon the original components of their manufacture, and then they, being 
free from those primary taxes upon the original constituents of their 
manufacture, can well afford to supply their countrymen with their 
product more cheaply, and in competition with foreign lands, and go 
abroad to sell the surplus of their products when our home markets 
shall have been overstocked. 

There can be no doubt at this time that in the history of American 
manufacture for the last twenty years, and especially since the abnor- 
mal conditions engendered by a great military convulsion have passed 

away, ahecs witnessed a succession of overstimulated productions, 
a paralysis in production, in commerce, in purchase, and in 
sale. There has been no other means of relieving sachs Goaneabnstion 





than by ceasing to employ labor and by arresting 
dustries. E 

The great distress that has followed such periods of enforced idleness 
has brought about combinations and aliiances, laborers against employ 
ers and angry menace upon the part of the labor unions, fraught with 
danger to our form of government, and threatening to raise issues which 
no man who values the peace and weliare of the country ean contemplate 
without apprehensioa and distress. 1 attribute very largely, chiefly, 
the condition of these periodical seasons of non-production, preceded 
by strikes of this widespread, secret, unhappily secret, combination of 
labor, to the ill-advised, unwise system of obscure, multifarious, indis 
criminate taxation which has been imposed in the forms of our tariff laws 

What is the truth in regard to the importation and use of foreign 
iron ore? The scheme proposed by the Tariff Commission and pre 
sented to the Senate by the Committee on Finance is 50 cents per ton 
specifically upon iron ores. I have before me a table giving the invoice 
values of foreign ores since 1872, covering a period of ten years, and the 
specific duty per ton, calculated upon the basis of 20 per cent., which is 
the rate imposed by the present law. In 1872 the ad valorem was equiv 
alent to a duty of 41.8 cents, 8.2 cents less than the duty now proposed ; 
in 1873 it was 45 cents; in 1874 it rose to 57.4 cents; in 1575 it fell to 
51.6 cents; in 1876 it was 64.4 cents a ton; in 1877 it was 54.3 cents 
per ton; in 1878 it fell to 42.8 cents per ton; in 1879 it rose again to 
48.6; in 1880, to 56.4 cents; in 1881, to 55.4 cents; and in 1882, to 57.2 
cents per ton. 

This is read to show that the average tax for the last ten years has 
been rather under than over the tax now proposed by the Tariif Com 
mission. It has been nearly the same, if anything rather lower. It | 
were asked why I wished the manufacturers of American pig-iron or of 
American Bessemer steel, which is now made as easily as the pig-iron 
at very little or if any more cost than pig-iron, a most marvelous in 
vention, one of the most far-reaching in importance of the century in 
which we live—if I were asked why I should place foreign ores upon 
the free-list, I would say distinctly for the advantage primarily of the 
manufacturer of American pig-iron, and ultimately to lessen the cost ot 
this essential article to the American people. 

I can not see how it can be doubted that it is for the benefit of every 
man in this country to have cheap iron—the agriculturist, for his plow 
and spade; every man who travels, for his locomotive, his car-whee! 
the rails upon which the trains are run. Anywhere and everywhere it 
is the same need, varying according to the necessity and condition, but 
the need is ever the same. 

How shall they be relieved? Certainly this is the point to begin. 1 
do not think a more authoritative expression can be found than in the 
statement of Hon. ABRAM 8. Hewitt, of New York, made last fall at 
Saint Paul, in Minnesota, before the Tariff Commission. In reply to 
Commissioner Ambler, when he was asked why this proposed tarilf upon 
foreign iron ore should be abolished, Mr. Hrwirrt said: 

For the reason that it impairs our ability to produe 
a low cost. I have no hesitation in putting a rev if the Gov 
ernment needs the revenue, but the revenue far as possil 
from such articles as would not obstruct the growth of American manufact 
I believe this country is to be the greatest manufacturing country 
make the growth of mauufactures as easy and rapid as possible 
fore take off the duty on iron ore, because it is simply 
of some kinds of business. Totake il off is protect 
an obstruction. 
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There, Senators, I believe is the statement of a man thoroughly well 
qualified to speak, who owns and works ore beds himself in four or five 
States in different parts of this Union, who says he never imported on 
ton of iron ore in his life, for his own ores answer his own purposes 
But he, a practical, highly intelligent man, as well informed upon this 
subject as any in the country, tells you that in the sense and the tru: 
sense of protection, he, desiring, as | am sure we all desire, the expan 
sion and prosperity of American manufacture, seeks to remove an ol) 
struction to its welfare. Why should it not be done? 

I have here a pamphlet upon American iron ores, by an association 
of gentlemen who are producers of American iron ore. One thing is 
obvious. The present condition of invention in regard to the manu 
facture of iron has changed materially all those relations of facts which 
might have existed prior to those inventions, and a feature which enters 
with great force into all these economic calculations is the existence ot 
the patent-rights secured under our laws. The manufacturers of Bes 
semer steel in the United States have secured, as it seems, sundry pat 
ents, and among them those for what is called the basic process, the 
Gilchrist-Thomas process, and the Siemens-Martin process, and others, 
and they, it seems, are thus enabled exclusively to make stcel from 
highly phosphorized ores. They therefore are perfectly willing and 
able to import ores high in phosphorus and use them, because it is in 
their power to extract the phosphorus, which they say is a foe to what 
they call good iron. 

This pamphlet is an exceedingly vigorous, and in much of its tone a 
very excited and denunciatory argument in favor of a high duty upon 
ores, and the reason that they give for wishing this isthat the companies 
who are making the Bessemer steel, to use the language I now read 

Holdthe entire ownership or control of the Thomas-Gilchrist or basie process 
which successfully uses the most highly phosphoric ironsin the manufacture of 
a steel at least as pure as the product of the acid method 
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He says: 
Until the basic process, now locked up— 


That is to say, now monopolized by means of patents— 


is made available for use in this country, lowness in phosphorus is an element 
of value which renders certain foreign ores cheap on eastern seal ,even 
at an apparently high price, 

I find also in the testimony of Mr. Oliver, one of the late tariff com- 
missioners, at page 5 of the paper published by the Finance Committee, 
that it is simply a question of exclusion by the patent, whether the 
Southern ores which are so abundant shall or shall not be extensively 
used in the production of Bessemer steel by an original process. That 
is all that obstructs their use. Human invention has pointed out the 
way; human skill has given the knowledge, or rather it has been given 
to human skill to have the knowledge. See now; he is asked the price 
of making pig-iron in Alabama, and he answers that it is about $13 
per ton. What is the cost in Pittsburgh? He says that the same class 
of iron would be worth about $19 a ton. 

What, then, is the use of talking of tariff restrictions, because in the 
United States and among the States and people of this Union of States 
there is free trade, and there ever must be free trade? If under the 
provisions of nature supplies of iron ore and facilities for smelting it 
are found in the Southern States superior to the North, then to the 
South must be transferred the scene of that industry and of that pro- 
duct. Iron at $13 per ton in Alabama will take the place of iron at $19 
per ton anywhere or everywhere, and all the artificial arrangements to 
control such natural results will be quite unavailing. 

After speaking of the fact that Pennsylvania ores are lower in phos- 
phorus, which is the foe of good iron, it was suggested to Mr. Oliver 
that— ° 

They have just as good ore in Alabama as vou have? 

Mr. Otrver. For our good-quality ores we have to go to the West and North- 
west, Nine-tenths of all the ore consumed in Eastern Ohio and Western Penn- 
sylvania comes from Michigan, Wisconsin, or Missouri. 

Does this new process— 

Asked the Senator from Iowa [Mr. ALLIson]— 


you speak of get rid of the phosphorus? 

Mr. Ourver, Yes; it draws it out of the iron in making steel. 

Senator ALLISon. What do you call it? 

Mr. Otrver. The Thomas-Gilchrist, or basic process, Phosphorus has an af- 
finity for lime. The vessel or converter containing the molten metal is lined 


with magnesium or lime-brick, and that attracts the phosphorus and draws it 
from the iron, Iam told that they are working that process in Germany all 
right, but in this country it has not yet been developed. When that is done here, 


all the Southern pig-iron will be available for Bessemer steel. 

Why is it not developed here? Because, as these men say, it is 
“locked up.’’? It is locked up by the patents. Those patents are nec- 
essarily restrictions upon use by all others except those who shall use 
them upon the terms agreed to by the patentees. I am only speaking 
of this, Senators, to show you the condition of this great and important 
branch of industry and of the impossibility of preventing the natural 
results of the deposits of iron and coal in juxtaposition, the facility for 
their manulacture gfeater in one part of this country than it is in the 
other, and to account in a large degree for the present depressed condi- 
tion and anxiety which I see pervades the minds of a great many of 
the manufacturers of pig-iron in the eastern part of the Union. 

While I say that we all must reconcile ourselves to these transfers 
of great industries from one part of this great country in obedience to 
discoveries and developments of artificial and natural facilities, do not 
let us suppose that we can legislate or by artificial restraints prevent 
the natural effects of such truths. The question now is, How shall we 
deal with the manufacturers of pig-iron? That is the first advance 
from the mine that approaches use. Do you help or do you hurt them 
by preventing their obtaining at a cheaper cost foreign ores fit and use- 
ful for intermixture with American ores? It seems to me plain that 
tor every ton of ore we shal] assist an American pig-iron manufacturer 
to obtain from abroad that he shall combine with a far larger portion 
of American ores, you certainly will increase and facilitate and cheapen 
the cost of the production of American pig-iron. 

Therefore most sincerely I am of opinion, and I desire to vote in ac- 
cordance with that opinion, as a sincere friend to the prosperity of my 
countrymen engaged in whatever pursuits they may be, and feeling the 
great importance of dealing justly and carefully with the interests of 
the great industry involved in the manufacture of pig-iron, I am per- 
fectly satisfied that there is not a man, woman, or child in the United 
States who has directly or indirectly use for iron in some of its many 
thousand shapes who is not benefited when we assist the manufacturer 
of that crude metal by removingan obstruction that prevents its cheaper 
and easier production. 

The ingenious, strong-brained, acute, able men who have been en- 
gaged so longin the iron business of this country know their own inter- 
ests. They comprehend them; they know perfectly well that the in- 
troduction of foreign ores as an admixture with American ores hurts no 
American producer but assists him; it helps to make more American 
iron. The more that is made the more American ore is consumed. 
More than nineteen-twentieths of all the ore used in the United States 
is dug from the bowels of American earth, and the other twentieth 
should be brought in and its entrance should be facilitated because it 
makes the other nineteen-twentieths more available and assists its trans- 
mutation into use, 





But the Senator from Ohio says this circle of industries touch one 
upon the other like the arch that is only to be sustained by thesuperin- 
cumbent pressure of one member upon the other. I believe there is 
much truth in that. That is to say, I think the combination of in- 
fluence if it is once broken may disintegrate and lose a great deal of its 
force; but that does not touch the economic truth that by the sever- 
ance and in the end you reach the welfare of the entire people. It is 
too obvious to be denied that the less a man is taxed the better he is off; 
and that no community can grow richer by taxing themselves, and that 
if you tax all alike indiscriminately you have benefited none, for you 
have traveled in a circle and you wind up exactly where you started 
and have in reality made no progress at all. 

I propose so far as in me lies to assist in inaugurating, for it will he 
an inauguration, a system of American taxation upon the principle that 
the taxing powers of this Government are vested in Congress for the use 
of the American people as a people and not for the use of any indi- 
vidual or classes of men among them growing out of the peculiar avo- 
cations in which they are concerned. 

We have abolished by our constitution of government all orders of 
nobility; we have abolished all privileged classes; but if you shall ad- 
mit the principle that A can claim a right to tax B and all others for 
his own beneiit, how can you withhold the same privilege from Bb 
when he demands it? The principle once admitted is utterly fatal, it 
is utterly unjust; it is impossible for it to be followed. 

I see before me gentlemen representing large iron-producing consti 
tuencies. I am perfectly clear that the manufacturer of American pig- 
iron in this country will be greatly advantaged and assisted by being 
allowed to bring foreign ores in free of duty in order tomake his prod- 
uct assimilate to that which modern invention has required. 

We talk of protection. . Think of the freight alone. Three thousand 
miles away from the eastern coast of this country lie the iron-beds of 
Europe. Suppose nothing is cheaper than the iron ore of this country, 
worth five cents a ton in some places, twenty-five cents, fifty cents, a dol- 
lar, a dollar and a half, perhaps, as it lies in the earth, requiring the labor 
only to extract it, and its price dependent upon its locality and its pro- 
pinquity to railroad transportation or the point where it is to be used, 
and suppose there is cheaper labor for any reason abroad (it can not be 
that the ore is cheaper, for certainly it is not half so abundant), you 
then have to carry a clumsy, bulky, difficult article of transportation 

The papers I have before me state that the freight per ton has not bec 
lessthan fifteen shillingssterling. Fifteen shillings sterling are $3.50 i: 
gold; is more than 500 per cent. on the cost of the crude article befor: 
it can come into the country. So that if you should buy the ore for *5 
cents a ton, if you should dig it and haul it and place it on shipboar! 
for $1.25 more, you have a dollar and a halfa ton; you add to that $3.50 
for your freight, and you have $5 by the time it lands, and then you 
have it subject to transportation inland to the point where it is to |» 
smelted. Whyhasitnotcostenough? Is therereason and sense in add 
ing another dollar or another half-dollar per ton upon its cost? I sul- 
mit it is not reasonable. The very bulk and weight and unhandines. 
of such an article protects it. 

Therefore, so far from voting for any advance beyond the 50 cents a 
ton proposed by the committee, which I have shown is fully up to the 
average of the last ten years under the present tariff, perhaps rather 
more than the average upon iron ore for the last ten years, I should 
rather vote to place it on the free-list, for I helieve it would assist the 
manufacturer of pig-iron and it would be the beginning of the abolition 
of these attendant taxes upon every component of manufactures thi 
renders the protection, as it is called, which you give in the end entire! 
valueless. Taking from the American manufacturer a dollar in ten-ce:)' 

ieces, and when you have returned him the dollar he is no better oii. 
use he has already paid the 10 cents ten times over in the shape « 
contributory taxes upon the components of his manufacture. 

By no vote of mine shall there be a rude and sudden disturbance i: 
the great interests of this country under our present system. I pro- 
pose to move gradually in this matter, and in order to produce that 
which we must provide in this country, cheaper living to our laboring 
people, if your wages must come down let them be reduced and let t!« 
dollar that the man earns bring him more of those things he needs than 
it brings him to-day because of the high cost of everything that | 
must purchase. Give your money a greater purchasing power an 
wages may be lowered with safety. It is not the nominal amount 0! 
wages that has value; itis the purchasing power of the amount of wages 
which is paid to a man that constitutes its value. 

When I have heard so much about the cheaper labor of Canada ! 
have asked myself this question: With the river Saint Lawrence flow- 
ing between the two countries, with a harsher climate and more steril: 
soil on the northern than there is on the southern bank, with freer in 
stitutions of government to the south than there are to the north, wh) 
is it that a man can live better for the same money there than he can 
here? Why is labor r in Canada than just across the border in 
the United States? It is the laborer can live there upon less. 
Why can he live there upon less wages? Because he is less heavil) 
taxed. 

Therefore it is that I hope that this iron-ore tax will not be increased, 
but that the ore will be upon the free-list as a relief and an assist- 
ance to the production of pig-iron in the United States. 
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Mr. ALDRICH. Mr. President, I asked to have the amendment 
which I propose to offer in relation to pyrites read, an amendment which 
I think has almost unanimously the approval of the Committee on Fi- 
nance, of which the Senator from Delaware is a member, as there seemed 
to be an inclination on the part of Senators to discuss that subject be- 
fore it was reached at all. 

I do not care to join in the discussion except to call the atterftion of 
the Senator from Delaware to one of the errors which he has fallen into. 
In discussing this question he stated that pyrites were now free. ‘The 
present rate of duty on pyrites is 20 per cent. ad valorem, or about $1.40 
a ton on the average importations of the last three or four years. We 
reduce it to 50 cents by the amendment which I have offered. 

Mr. BAYARD. I was speaking of the duty upon iron ore. 

Mr. ALDRICH. The first part of the Senator’s speech was upon 


rites. . 

Mr. BAYARD. I do not fully understand the Senator. 

Mr. ALDRICH. The Senator stated that pyrites were free. 

Mr. BAYARD. Yes. 

Mr. ALDRICH. They are now dutiable at 20 per cent. ad valorem or 

$1.40 a ton. 

Mr. BAYARD. I looked into the schedule. I see that the schedule 
of the bill we have been working upon in committee is printed part in 
Roman letters and part in Italics, and looking in the Italics for the pres- 
ent law I could find no classification of pyrites and I was misled by 
that fact. I think it pardonable, however, fora man not to know all 
that is in the present tariff law. 

Ionly want to say further that the schedule as arranged by the Tariff 
Commission has confused every one who has attempted to understand 
They have recast it completely. The article of 

pytites does not appear in the first part of the schedule, although it may 
be found somewhere in the latter part. 

Mr. ALDRICH. The word ‘‘pyrites’’ does not appear at all in the 
present law. 

Mr. BAYARD. Iam obliged to the Senator for correcting my mis- 
take in to the present tax on pyrites. 

Mr. ALDRICH. The article is dutiable under ‘‘ mineral and bitu- 
minous substances in a crude state, not otherwise provided for.”’ 

Mr. BAYARD. I am glad the Senator called my attention to the 
fact that the artile of pyrites is dutiable when I thought it not so. I 
will only say that I hope it will no longer be dutiable. 

Mr. FRY I ask leave to offer an amendment to Schedule E, the 
sugar schedule, providing for an ad valorem tariff on sugar, so that it 
may be printed. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. 
and printed. 

Mr. MILLER, of New York. Mr. President, the amendment which 
I offered to this bill has led to a very wide discussion of the general 
principles of protection and free trade. I do not propose to go into any 
discussion of that subject at this time, but to confine myself as nearly 
as possible to the question in hand, the duty upon iron ore and the 
amendment which I have proposed. 

I have heard but few objections which bear any weight or force in 
this matter brought against the proposed increase of duty. The first is 
that iron ore is substantially a raw material and should therefore be 
put upon the free-list. If it were a raw material which we did not 
possess, then I should agree with that proposition, but if it be araw mate- 
rial it is one of which the United States possesses within its borders more 
than any other nation, and perhaps more than all other nations com- 
bined. The stores of iron ore in the United States are without limit, 
and will last the human race for untold ages to come if it shall go on 
and consume iron as largely as it has within the past century; and by 
what kind of reasoning gentlemen can bring themselves to the theory 
of protecting pig-iron, to the theory of protecting bar-iron and plates 
and steel ingots, and refuse it to the first process, to the first step in its 
manufacture, I can not see. 

Pig-iron is simply the raw material to be used by the manufacturer 
of wrought-iron, bars, and plates. Bars and plates are simply the raw 
material to be used by the manufacturer of machinery, of engines, of 
looms, of spinning-jennies, of railroad cars, of steamboats and steam- 
ships, and all the various forms in which iron is worked. So you may 
take up any of our great industries and until you come to the finished 
product, which at last enters into the direct consumption of the people, 
you find everywhere that the product of one manuiacturer is the raw 
material of another. If we are to have protection at all, and as the 
Senator from Georgia [Mr. Brown] has shown we must needs raise an 
immense revenue, and it has been our policy to doit largely by a tariff, 
then I take it we are to go on raising that revenue largely through our 
tariff system; and if we are to do all that, then I insist that each and 
every one of these subjects of production, from the ore to the pig-iron, 
from the pig-iron to the bar-iron, from the bar-iron to the engine and 
the machine, shail have its just ratio of protection and no more. 

To say that because labor is cheaper in Spain and in Africa than it is 
here we shall leave untouched the unmeasured wealth which Provi- 
dence has put into our country in the form of iron ore, and shall go 
there and pay our money to bring the ore from there here, requires the 
argument to be carried a little further and makes us go to England for 
our finished product, allowing the English to dig the coal from their 


The amendment will be received 





mines and the iron from their mines, and we go to England to have her 
furnish us with the finished iron and also the finished machinery which 
we are to use. I do not believe that any such proposition can stand 
fora moment. I do not understand how it is that the great iron in- 
dustry of this country, the steel manufacturers or the iron manufact- 
urers as represented before the Tariff Commission, could have consented 
by their recommendation that there should not be a full and fair rate 
of protection upon iron ore. 

So much in a few words for the argument that iron ore ought to be 
free because it is a raw material. 1 have shown to the Senate in the 
few remarks which I submitted when | first presented my amendment 
that the rate of wages paid in our mining establishments is more than 
three times that paid in the iron mines of Spain and of Egypt. Ifany 
class of laborers more than another deserves a high rate of wages, in 
my judgment it is those men who go down into the bowels of the earth 
and bring out this rich treasure which has been put there for us. 

We all know the dangers which beset the miner. Scarcely a week 
passes but what there are explosions in mines and many miners lose 
their lives. It is a dangerous business, and in this country it main- 
tainsand it receives a high rate of wages, arate of wages which isquiteas 
high and even higher than the rate of wages paid to skilled mechanies 
in our machine-shops and in our large manutfactories. The rate of dan- 
ger carries with it a proper compensation, and it should carry it. For 
that reason I have no desire to see the rate of wages paid to our miners 
cut down; but it has come to this, that on account of the cheap rate ot 
wages in Spain and Egypt they are able to send ore across the ocean 
and pay the ocean freight and lay it down upon our Atlantic seaboard 
cheaper than we can take the ore out of our mines, to say nothing of 
transportation. 

The Senator from Delaware said, or I understood him to say, that the 
rate of transportation had never been less than 15 shillings sterling 
per ton. The present selling price of this ore in New York confutes 
that statement at once, forthe ore has been sold, I understand, within 
the past few weeks as low as $2.80 per ton, delivered in New York or in 
Philadelphia or Baltimore. The selling price would not pay the freight 
upon it if the Senator from Delaware is correct in his figures; but, as 
I stated this morning, large quantities have been brought here in bal 
last, and we have figures to show that in 1880 and 1881 there was a 
freight put upon it of from 7 to 9shillings perton instead of 15 shillings; 
but the present rate at which ore sells in New York makes it absolutely 
impossible that any $3 or any $2 should be paid as freight for bring 
ing it from the mines of Spain here. 

Much stress has been placed upon the statement made by Hon 
ABRAM 8S. HEWITT before the Tariff Commission. I have great respect 
for Mr. HEWITT as a private citizen, I have great respect for any state 
ment that hemay make; but the statement which has been made here, 
and he is relied upon chiefly to carry it out, that every ton of foreign 
ore brought into this country leads directly to the consumption of an 
other ton of American ore, is without foundation in fact. Uf that state 
ment is true, then I would vote to put this kind of ore upon the tree 
list. Ifit were true that we did not have ore here in abundance to 
mix with our other ores, then I would say put it upon the free-list at 
once. 

But what are the facts, Mr. President? I presented the facts this 
morning ina letter trom the president of the Troy Steel.and Iron Works 
where the first Bessemer steel was made in this country, which shows 
that the American ores are equal in every respect to the Spanish ores, 
and instead of it being a fact that every ton of foreign ore which has 
come into this country has led to the consumption of another ton of 
American ore, I am able to show that every ton of foreign ore which 
has been brought into the country within the past three years has di 
placed a ton of American ore which would have been used in our tur 
naces if it had not come. It has closed a number of mines, it has com 
pelled a partial suspension in many others, and for every ton of ore that 
has been brought here from Spain a ton of American ore has been leit 
to sleep in the mine untouched because it could not be sold 

Here is a statement from a few of the miners of this Bessemer ore 
upon Lake Champlain. 

Witherbees, Sherman & Co., of Port Henry, New York, producers 
of over 200,000 tons of iron ore per annum, write as follows: 

We have in Northern New York more Bessemer ores than is required to sup 
ply the demand, but have not been able to run our New Bed Bessemer mine for 
the last eighteen months on account of the importation of foreign ores. 

The mine referred to has a capacity of 60,000 to 80,000 tons per an 
num, and produces an excellent quality of essemer ores. 

A. Tower, esq., treasurer of the Port Henry Iron Ore Company, pro 
ducers of over 200,000 tons of ore per annum, writes as follows: 

In my opinion there is no necessity for such importation of ores, If encour 
agement is given, all that is wanted can be furnished from mines in this country 

The Port Henry Iron Ore Company is operating the Fisher Hill Bes 
semer ore mine, having a capacity of 75,000 to 100,000 tons per annum. 
The production at present is 15,000 tons. 

Mr. Henri M. Braem, secretary of the Forest of Dean Iron Ore Com 
pany, producing at present about 30,000 tons of ore per annum, writes 
as follows: 


There would be no lack of American Bessemer ores if the development of the 
mines had not been checked by foreign importations, 
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Mr. A. W. Humphreys, president of the Sterling Iron and Railway 
Company, producers of about 80,000 tons of ore per annum, writes: 
I believe that there is no necessity for any importation of ores. 


George Williams, esq., president and treasurer of the Weed Iron 
Mining Company, writes as follows: 

Hon, Smirn M. WEED: 

My Dear Sim: I this day wired to your secretary an estimate of the actual 
Seay cls nutput in 1882, showing that the demand through foreign enmpet 
veep vee a as to ‘reduce the volume of business from 177,000 tome to 
76,000 tons, 

There is one mine which in one year reduced its output more than 
100,000 tons, and so all through these mines, these letters show that for 
the past two or three years they have reduced their output. They were 
able to produce it and had produced it before the foreign ore came in. 
Since the foreign ore has come in in such large quantities since 1879, 
they have ceased to produce it because they could not produce it in com- 
petition. ThenI say thestatement thatevery ton of foreign ore brought 
in here has led to the consumption of an equal amount of American 
ore which could not otherwise have been used is disproved. The facts 
are simply that every ton of that iron ore which has been brought in 
here has displaced a ton of American ore which otherwise would have 
been consumed, 

Mr. MILLER, of California, Will the Senator allow me to ask him 
a question? 

Mr. MILLER, of New York. Certainly. 

Mr, MILLER, of California. Do I understand that the ore the Sen- 
ator speaks of as Bessemer ore is of such a quality that steel can be 
made from it without the admixture of other ore? 

Mr. MILLER, of New York. Steel can be made from it by itself, or 
even by the admixture of a lower grade of ore; but there is no necessity 
of mixing with it any higher grade of ore. It is anore of equally high 
grade and with as little phosphorus as the Spanish ore, and from it the 
tirst Bessemer steel was made in this country that was ever produced 
in America. 

Mr. MILLER, of California. As I understand, the trouble in mak- 
ing steel in this country with American ores is the presence of too large 
a quantity.of phosphorus. The question is whether the ore the Sena- 
tor speaks of is as free from phosphorus as the Spanish ore. 

Mr. MILLER, of New York. My answer to that is to read what 
perhaps the Senator did not hear earlier in the day, the statement of 
James A. Burden, of the great Troy steel and iron works, in which he 
says—l will read just a sentence— 

As good a quality of Bessemer steel can be made from the Chateaugay ore— 

That is the Champlain ore— 
alone as from the best ores of England, Spain, or Africa. 


Then he goes on to say that it is very light in the amount of phos- 
phorus which it contains, and it ison that account called Bessemer- 
steel ore, and the best of Bessemer steel can be made fromit. This ore, 
as is also shown by the report of the gentlemen who appeared before 
the Tariff Commission, is not only found in Northern New York and 
also found upon the Hudson River only a short distance above the city 
of New York, where it has not yet been successfully mined, but it is 
found also in many other States. They say here: 


The only reason that has been given for the removal of the duty on iron ore 
is that “foreign ore is imported here chiefly because it is so low in rus, 
and a large amount of native ore is now used as a mixture in the furnace that 
without it would not be available for Bessemer purposesat all. It isnot because 
foreign ore is cheap that it is used, but because it is low in p! rus, * ¢ © 
The East has almost no B ore to depend upon, and it is here that for- 





eign ore finds its chief market.” 


This is the argument which is used. These gentlemen say in reply 
to that— 

This isan error. Bessemer ores in localities convenient for transportation to 
the iron manufacturing districts of Pennsylvania are found in quantities 
in the Valley of Virginia, in Southwest Virginia, and in North lina and 
‘Tennessee, near the western borders of Virginia. 

We all know that Bessemer steel ore is found in unlimited quanti- 
ties in the Lake Superior region. That of course has not yet been af- 
fected by the importation of Spanish ore because of the immense cost of 
transportation from the seaboard to Chicago. Undoubtedly the foreign 
ore which has been imported has been used to mix with American ores 
of a lower grade, and has been used in the manufacture of Bessemer 
steel, but the impression given forth by the gentlemen who have spoken 
upon this question and that was conveyed by the argument of Mr. 
llewrrr is that we have not this ore and that therefore we must importit. 

I have shown by testimony which can not be questioned, testimony 
from the highest sources of the iron industry, that thisis not true, that 
we have this ore in immense quantities, and it only needs that the 
mines shall be develo: If the iron manufacturers are willing that 
the iron-ore men have their jair share of protection, it will be only 
a few years before an immense capital will be drawn into iron-ore 
mining. It will go into Virginia, into West Virginia, into Tennessee, 
into North Carolina, and it will there open and out treasures of 
the earth which will make those States what many of the Northern 
States are, prosperous in every department of life and industry. 

Shall we, then, continue to send abroad for these ores, to send our 
money there to pay for them, for as I have shown, we have really no 





mnigunesl fande with Rote ene Saat, sa0 so we must pay for these 
ores in coin, thus creating a balance of trade us? 

As the Senator from Virginia [Mr. ey has well shown, if the 
pro rata of protection given to iron ore which it is proposed to give to 
pig-iron was followed, it would be at least $2 per ton. There is no 
doubt about that argument, but it becomes a practical question as to 
what cin be obtained. Theiron-ore men in looking over their industry 


¢ | and their opportunities have, a majority of them I believe, consented to 


ask for a duty of $1. It does seem to me that it isquite small enough. 
The present duty upon pig-iron, as fixed by the bill, is at least 33} per 
cent., whereas the duty upon this grade of ore, taking the American 
price as it stands to-day, is a little more than 10 per cent. 

I submit, Mr. President, that if iron and all its manufactures are to 
be protected substantially as set down in the bill, the producers of iron 
ore shall at least have such a rate of protection as will enable them to 
continue to pay the present high rate of wages and at the same time 
enable them totake out this ore and furnish it to our iron manufacturers. 

Mr. MORRILL. Now I hope that we can have a vote. Having 
spent the entire day upon this item I hope we may at least have one or 
two votes before we adjourn. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The question is on the amendment 
of the Senator from Virginia [Mr. MAHONE] to the amendment of the 
Senator from New York [Mr. MILLER] so as to increase the rate to $2 
a ton. 

Mr. COCKRELL. Let the amendment tothe amendment be reported. 

The ACTING SECRETARY. In line 504, Schedule C, after the word 
‘fore’? where it occurs in the second place, it is proposed to amend by in- 
serting ‘‘$2 per ton;’’ so as to read: 

Iron ore, including manganiferous iron ore, $2 per ton. 


The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The question is on agreeing to the 
amendment to the amendment. Those in favor will say ‘‘ay;’’ those 
opposed ‘‘no.’? [Putting the question.] The ayes seem to have it. 

Mr. HARRIS. I ask for the yeas and nays upon that amendment. 

Mr. HOAR. May I inform my friend that the Chair has called for 
the ayes and one “‘ay’’ only responded? Is it worth while to have 
the yeas and nays? 

Mr. HARRIS. I withdraw the call on the suggestion of the Senator 
from Massachusetts. 

The amendment to the amendment was rejected. 

The PRESIDENT tempore. The question recurs on the amend- 
ment of the Senator from New York [Mr. MILLER]. 

Mr. MILLER, of New York. On that I ask for the yeas and nays. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 

Mr. BROWN. I move to amend the amendment by striking out 
“$1”? and inserting ‘‘85 cents,’’ the amount agreed upon by the con- 
vention of pig-iron men in September last as the proper amount of duty 
to be levied in this case. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The question is on the amendment 
of the Senator from Georgia [Mr. Brown] to the amendment of the 
Senator from New York [Mr. , 

Mr. GEORGE. I should like to havethe amemdment stated so that 
we can understand what we are voting upon. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. In line 504, after the word “‘ore,”’ 
where it last occurs, the Senator from New York moves to insert ‘‘$1 
per ton;’’ so as to read: 

Iron ore, including manganiferous iron ore, $1 per ton. 


That is the amendment of the Senator from New York. The Sena 
tor from Georgia moves to amend that amendment by inserting ‘‘s) 
cents’’ instead of ‘*$1,’’ and the vote is to be taken upon the amen«- 
ment of the Senator from Georgia to the amendment of the Senator 
from New York. . 

Mr. DAVIS, of West Virginia. I ask my friend from Georgia whether 
he will not accept 75 cents instead of 85 cents? I suggest it to him an 
if he will it will be agreeable to some of us on this side. 

Mr. BROWN. I do not feel that Iought to do so, because 85cents 
is the amount compromised on by the convention of all the men who 
are making pig-iron, I believe, in the United States, except one or two 
concerns. They first fixed it at $1, then at 85cents, and as they are the 
parties who purchase it trom the ore men and they have agreed that it is 
just and reasonable to put itas high as 85 cents, they being the consumers 
of the ore in the furnace, I prefer to take the vote on fixing the rate at 
85 cents. : 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The question is on the amendment 
of the Senator from Georgia to the amendment of the Senator from New 
York, placing the rate at 85 cents a ton. 

Mr. S. Have the yeas and nays been ordered ? 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The yeas and nays were ordered on 
the amendment of the Senator from New York. 

Mr. HARRIS. Let us have the yeas and nayson this amendment of 
the Senator from Georgia. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. _Is the call sustained ? 

Mr. MILLER, of New York. I asked for the yeas and nays upon my 
amendment before the Senator from Georgia moved hisamendment. | 
of course agree with the Senator from Georgia very y; but it be- 
comes a practical question, and not one of absolute right. In a case 
like this we may have to take what we can get, not what we want nor 
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what is right. I should like to have the vote taken first on the propo- 
sition fixing the rate at $1. If the Senator from Georgia will withdraw 
his amendment and let the vote be taken upon mine, then if mine iuils 
he can renew his amendment. 

Mr. BROWN. I am willing to withdraw my amendment for the 
present on the suggestion of the Senator from New York. 


being withdrawn, the vote is now to be taken upon the amendment ot | 


ing it ‘* 85 cents,’’ and the Senator from West Virginia moves to make 
it ‘‘75 cents.’? The Senate is treating the amendments of the Com- 
niittee on Finance as the text of the bill. That was the agreement at 
the start. 
Mr. HOAR. I was not present when that was done. 
The PRESIDENT pro tempore. It has been so acted on throughout. 


next time, if I see fit. 


The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The amendment to the amendment Mr. HOAR. I will not interpose an objection now, but I shall the 


the Senator from New York fixing the rate at $1 per ton. 

Mr. MORRILL. I do not understand that a withdrawal can be 
allowed without unanimous consent, the yeas and nays having been 
ordered upon the amendment of the Senator from Georgia. 

Mr. MILLER, of New York. The yeas and nays were ordered upon 
my amendment. I asked for the yeas and nays before the Senator 
irom Georgia offered his amendment. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The yeas and nays were demanded | 
on the amendment of the Senator from Georgia, but there was no 
second by the Senate of the call. 

Mr. MILLER, of New York. After the yeas and nays were ordered 
on my amendment, was it then proper for another amendment to come 
in? 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. Of course. The Chair does not 
understand that the yeas and nays were ordered on the amendment of 
the Senator from Georgia, so that he can withdraw it if he sees proper 
to do so. 

Mr. BROWN. Then I withdraw it with a view of permitting my 
friend from New York to have the vote taken on his proposition fixing | 
the rate at one dollar. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The roll will be called on agreeing to 
the amendment of the Senator from New York. 

The Principal Legislative Clerk proceeded to call the roll. 

Mr. DAVIS, of West Virginia (when his name was called). I am 
paired with the Senator from Minnesota [Mr. WINDoM]}. 

Mr. DAWES (when his name was called). I am paired on this ques- 
tion with the Senator from Oregon [Mr. SLATER]. If he were here, 
I should vote ‘‘yea.”’ 

Mr. FRYE (when his name was called). I am paired with the Sen- 
ator from Mississippi [Mr. LAMAR]. 

Mr. HILL (when his name was called). I am paired with the Sen- 
ator from Arkansas [Mr. WALKER] for the remainder of the day. 
Mr. SAWYER (when his name was called). I am paired with the 

Senator from North Carolina [Mr. RANsom]. 

Mr. VANCE (when Mr. WALKER’S name was called). The Sena- 
tor from Arkansas [Mr. WALKER] is paired with the Senator from Col- 
orado [Mr. Hin}. 

The roll-call was concluded. 

Mr. CONGER. My colleague [Mr. Ferry] is paired with the Sena- 
tor from Delaware [Mr. SAULSBURY]. If my colleague were present, 








he would vote ‘‘ yea.’’ 
The result was announced—yeas 11, nays 37; as follows: 
YEAS—11. 
Blair, Chilcott, Logan, Miller of N. Y., 
Cameron of Pa., Conger, MeMilian, Sewell, 
Cameron of Wis., Lapham, Mahone, 

: NAYS—37. | 
Allison, Davis of IL, Hawley, Morrill, 
Barrow, Edmunds, Hoar, Pendleton, 
Bayard, Farley, Ingalls, Platt, 

Beck, Garland, Jackson, Plumb, 
Brown, George, Jonas, Pugh, } 
Butler, Gorman, Jones of Florida, Rollins, | 
. Hale, MeDill, Vance. | 
Camden, Hampton, Maxey, 
Cockrell, Harris, Miller of Cal., 
Coke, Harrison, Morgan, 
ABSENT—23. 
Aldrich, Groome, McPherson, Slater, 
Anthony, Grover, Mitchell, Van Wyck, 
Davis of W.Va., _ Hill, Ransom, Vest, 
Dawes, Johnston, Saulsbury, Voorhees, 
Fair, Jones of Nevada, Saunders, Walker, 
Ferry, Kellogg, Sawyer, Williams, 
Frye, Lamar, Sherman, Windom. 


So the amendment was rejected. 

Mr. BROWN. Now, Mr. President, I move to make the rate 85 cents 
per ton. 

Mr. MAXEY. I move to amend the amendment offered by the Sen- 
ator from Georgia by striking out all the lines from 504 to 509 inclusive. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The other amendment takes preced- 
ence, being to perfect the text. 

Mr. MAXEY. Then I give notice that I shall make that motion at 
the proper time. 

2) AMDEN. I move to make the duty 75 cents instead of 85 
cen’ 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The Senator from West Virginia 
[Mr. CAMDEN] moves to amend the amendment of the Senator from 

(Mr. Brown] by making the rate of duty 75 cents. 

Mr. HOAR. _Is not that an amendment in the third degree? 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. It is, but that is proper. The text 
is “50 cents.’ The Senator from Georgia moves to amend it by mak- 


The PRESIDENT pro tempore. It was decided in the consideration 
of this bill, both sides agreeing, that the committee amendments should 
be treated as the textof the bill. 


able Senator from Rhode Island [Mr. ALDriIcH], but he did not offer it. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. No; the question now is on fixing 
the rate of duty at 75 cents a ton. 

Mr. MILLER, of New York. I ask the Senator from West Virginia 
if he will not withdraw that amendment, and allow us to have a vote 
on the amendment of the Senator from Georgia? I think it certainly 
places some of us in a very embarrassing position to be compelled to 
vote for or against 75 cents when there is an amendment pending for 
85 cents. 

Mr. CAMDEN. If it is desired, I will withdraw my amendment 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The question then is on the amend 
ment of the Senator from Georgia to fix the rate of duty at 85 cents a 
ton. 

Mr. BECK. Task for the yeas and nays on that. 

The veas and nays were ordered, and the Principal Legislative Clerk 
proceeded to call the roll. 

Mr. DAVIS, of West Virginia (when his name was called) Iam 
paired with the Senator from Minnesota [Mr. Winpom]. 

* Mr. HOAR (when the name of Mr. DAWEs was called). My col 
league [Mr. DAWEs] is paired with the Senator from Oregon [ M1 
SLATER }. 

Mr. FRYE (when his name was called), I am paired with the Sena 
tor trom Mississippi [Mr. LAMAR]. 

Mr. SAWYER (when his name was called). I am paired with the 
Senator from North Carolina [Mr. RANsoM]. 

The roll-eall having been concluded, the result was announced 


} 

Mr. BAYARD. There was an amendment suggested by the honor 
| 

| 


| yeas 15, nays 34; as follows: 


YEAS—15. 

| Blair, Chilcott, Harrison, Mahone, 
Brown, Conger, Lapham, Miller of N. Y., 
Cameron of Pa., Edmunds, Logan, Sewell 
Cameron of Wis., Hale, MeMillan, 

NAYS—H. 
Allison, Davis of I1., Ingalls, Pendleton, 
Barrow, Farley, Jackson, Platt, 
Bayard, Garland, Jonas, Plumb, 
Beck, George, Jones of Florida, Pugh, 
Butler, Gorman, MeDill, Rollins, 
Call, Hampton, Maxey, Vance 
Camden, Harris, Miller of Cal., Williams 
Cockrell, Hawley, Morgan, 
Coke, Hoar, Morrill, 
ABSENT—27. 

Aldrich, Groome, McPherson, Slater, 
Anthony, Grover, Mitchell, Van Wyck 
Davis of W. Va., Hill, Ransom, Vest, 
Dawes, Johnston, Saulsbury, Voorhees 
Fair, Jones of Neyada, Saunders, Walker, 
Ferry, Kellogg, Sawyer, Windom. 

| Frye, Lamar, Sherman, 


So the amendment to the amendment was rejected. 
Mr. MAXEY. My motion is to strike out from line 504 to line 509, 
inclusive, and to transfer the articles there named to the free-list. 
The PRESIDENT pro tempore. ‘The Chair understands the Senator 
as having made that motion before the last vote was taken: but the text 
| is first to be perfected. 
Mr. MAXEY. I did not give notice of the transfer to the free-list 
The PRESIDENT pro tempore. Does theSenator from West Virginia 
| move his amendment now ? 

Mr. CAMDEN. I make the motion now to amend by inserting ‘* 60 
cents’’ per ton as the duty on iron ore. The tariff is now 20 percent. 
ad valorem, which is about therate I propose, or only a tew cents less 

Mr. CONGER. I move to amend that by making it 75 cents. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The question is on the amendment 
of the Senator from Michigan [Mr. ConGrr] to the amendment of the 
Senator from West Virginia {[Mr. CAMDEN] to make the rate 75 cents. 

Mr. CONGER. I want the yeas and nays on it. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 

Mr. INGALLS. I understand this foreign ore is used exclusively in 
the manufacture of American steel. I am also advised farther that no 
American ore can be used for this purpose in consequence of the per- 
centage of phosphorus which itcontains. The foreign ore, therefore, is 
not a competitive product, and believing that it is not brought into 
competition with any American product, I shall vote against the propo- 
sition offered by the Senator from Michigan, and if I have the oppor- 
tunity shall vote to put it on the free-list. 

Mr. MILLER, of New York. If the Senator had been in his seat he 
would have learned from incontestable testimony that the ideas which 





; 
; 
’ 
: 
: 
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he now propounds here are W ithout a particle of foundation in fact. 
have shown, by reading letters from American mines which produce 


precisely the same grade of ore as that imported from Spain and Africa, 
that we have an untold and an unlimited supply of these ores in this the Senator from West Virginia without the yeas and nays. 
country; and | have shown from figures which can not be contradicted | want to settle this one question. 


that by just about the amount which was imported last year has the 
output of our mines been diminished; to just about that amount the 
mines themselves have fallen off in production. 

The Senator must know that the magnetic ores of the Lake Superior 
region are unequaled by any others in the world, and that they make 
the best Bessemer steel that can be made anywhere, and that we made 
Bessemer steel in this country before a ton of foreign ore was imported, 
and that we have this ore in abundance in New York, in Virginia, in 
Tennessee, and in North Carolina. I am surprised, after a debate of 
live or six hours upon this question, when this view has been presented 
here, and presented by figures and facts which can not be controverted, 
that the Senator should suddenly come into the Chamber and again bring 
here this exploded idea and this exploded argument. 

Mr. INGALLS. Mr. President, I have not been absent from the 
Chamber as the Senator from New York intimates; I have heard the 
entire debate, and I still assert as my conviction, from what I have read 
upon this subject and from what I have heard in the debate upon this 
subject, that there is no American iron ore sufficiently free from phos- 
phorus to be used in the production of American steel. I am entirely 
willing to listen to what the Senator from New York said, but I repeat 
that the statistics fail to show that American ore has been successfully 
used in the production of American steel. 

Mr. ALLISON. Mr. President, 1 do not wish to prolong this de- 
bate and will not; but if we are to have the yeas and nays upon every 
shade of the numerals from fifty cents up to a dollar, then I think J 
shall some time be obliged to give a reason for the vote Lam giving upon 
this question. I shall not occupy time to do it now; but if we have 
three or four yeas and nays I shall undertake to do it. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The question is on the amendment 
of the Senator from Michigan [Mr. CONGER] to the amendment of the 
Senator from West Virginia [Mr. CAMDEN] fixing the rate of duty at 
75 cents, 

Che Principal Legislative Clerk proceeded to call the roll. 

Mr. HILL (when his name was called). IT am paired with the Sena- 
tor from Arkansas [| Mr. WALKER]. 

Mr. JONAS (when his name was called). On this amendment I am 
paired with the Senator from New Jersey [Mr. McPHERSON]. If he 
were here, I should vote ‘* nay.’’ 

Phe roll-call was concluded. 

Mr. BARROW (alter having voted in the negative). 
vertently. Iam paired with the Senator from New Hampshire [Mr. 
BLAIR]. I therefore withdraw my vote. 

Mr. SAWYER. I am paired with the Senator from North Carolina 
[Mr. Ransom]. 

The result was announced—yeas 13, nays 35; as follows: 

YEAS—13. 


I voted inad- 


Brown, Conger, I n, Sewell. 
Cameron of Pa., Edmunds, MeMillan, 
Cameron of Wis., Harrison, Mahone, 
Chilcott, Lapham, Miller of N. Y., 
NAYS—35. 

Allison, Davis of Ill., Ingalls, Platt, 
Anthony, Farley, J n, Plumb, 
Bayard, Garland, Jones of Florida, Pugh, 
Beck, George, MeDill, ins, 
Butler, Gorman, Maxey, Vance, 
Call, Hampton, Miller of Cal., Vest, 
Camden, Harris, Morgan, Voorhees, 
Cockrell, Hawley, Morrill, illiams. 
Coke, Hoar, Pendleton, 

ABSENT—23, 
Aldrich, Frye, Jones of Nevada, Saunders, 
Barrow, Groome, Kellogg, Sawyer, 
Blair, Grover, Lamar, Sherman, 
Davisof W. Va., Hale, McPherson, Slater, 
Dawes, Hill, Mitchell, Van Wyck, 
Fair, Johnston, Ransom, Walker, 
Ferry Jonas, Saulsbury, Windom, 


So the amendment to the amendment was rejected. 

Mr. BUTLER. I move that the Senate do now adjourn. 

Mr. MORRILL. I hope we shall get -through with this one article 
at least before we adjourn, and as soon as that is finished I shall move 
an executive session, as I understand there is a necessity for one. 

Mr. BUTLER. I have a long document that I propose to have read 
on this subject, and it will take half an hour. 

Mr. MORRILL. We have not reached pyrites. 1 want to have the 
subject of iron ore settled at the present time. 

Mr. BROWN. If the Senator from South Carolina will ind me 
a minute, I desire to give notice of an amendment, which I pro- 
pose whenever I can do so, to strike out ‘‘50 cents a ton’ and insert 
**20 per cent. ad valorem,’’ the present rate of tariff on iron ore. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The ing question is on the 
amendment of the Senator from West Virani [Me CAMDEN]. Pend- 
ing that the Senator from South Carolina [Mr. BUTLER] moves an ad- 
journment. 


1| 





Mr. BUTLER. 
from Georgia. 
Mr. MORRILL. 


I withdraw the motion temporarily for the Senator 


I think we can take a vote on the amendment of 
I merely 


Mr. BUTLER. We shall not settle it in two hours and ahalf. | 
have not the slightest idea that we can. 

Mr. MORRILL. Oh, yes, we can. 

Mr. VOORHEES. TheSenator from Vermont has all the assistance 
of the Senate in his desire to expedite the bill; but when we have been 
here from 11 o’clock until 6 a motion to adjourn is the most agreeah|e 
motion there can be, 

Mr. BUTLER. I will state that if we begin at 11 to-morrow we 
shall get through a great deal more business than by going on now. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. _Is the motion to adjourn debatable? 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. It is not. 

Mr. MORRILL. I ask the Senator from South Carolina to yield to 
me to move an executive session. 

Mr. BUTLER. I withdraw my motion for that p 

Mr. MORRILL. I move that the Senate proceed to the consideration 
of executive business. 

The motion was agreed to. 


BILLS BECOME LAWS. 


A message from the President of the United States, by Mr. O. L. Pru- 
DEN, one of his secretaries, announced that the President had on the 
13th instant approved and signed the act (S. 2150) to provide for extra 
work in the Government Printing Office in cases of emergency. 

The message also announced that the President had on the 15th in- 
stant approved and signed the following acts: 

An act (8. 1860) to attach the county of Hardeman, in the State of 
Tennessee, to the eastern division of the western district of Tennessee ; 


and 


An act (S. 2290) to increase the fees of witnesses in the United States 
courts in certain cases. 

The message further announced that the President had on the 16tl 
instant approved and signed the act (S. 133) to regulate and impro\: 
the civil service of the United States. 

The message also announced that the bill (S. 561) for the relief or 
Robert Stoddart Wyld having been presented to the President on the 
5th instant, and not having been returned by him to the House of Con 
gress in which it originated within the ten days prescribed by the Con 
stitution, had become a law without his approval. 

The message further announced that the President had on the 20th 
instant approved and signed the act (S. 1340) for the relief of the heirs 
at law of William R. Downing, deceased. 

The message also announced that the bill (S. 173) for the relief o/ 
Herman Biggs having been presented to the President on the 6th in 
stant, and not having been returned by him to the House of Congress 
in which it originated within the ten days prescribed by the Constitu 
tion, had become a law without his approval. 

HOUSE BILL REFERRED. 

The joint resolution (H. Res. 324) to provide for the deficiencies in the 
appropriations for salaries of officers, clerks, m: and others in 
the service of the House of Representatives for the fiscal year endiny 
June 30, 1883, was read twice by its title, and referred to the Com 
mittee on Appropriations. 

EXECUTIVE SESSION. 


The Senate proceeded to the consideration of executive business 
After ten minutes spent in executive session the doors were reopened, and 
(at 6 o’clock and 5 minutes p. m,) the Senate adjourned. 





HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
TUESDAY, January 23, 1883. 


The House met at 11 o’clock a.m. Prayer by the Chaplain, Rev. I’. 
. POWER. 

The Clerk was proceeding to read the Journal of yesterday, when, 

Mr. REED asked unanimous consent that the reading of the part of 
the Journal relating to the introduction of bills and joint resolution~ 
be dispensed with. 

There being no objection, it was ordered accordingly. 

The Clerk resumed and concluded the reading of the Journal, which 
was then approved. 


RAILROAD TRANSPORTATION. 

Mr. BUTTERWORTH, by unanimous consent, introduced a bill (1. 
R. 7387) to provide for a commission to investigate the subject of rail- 
road transportation; which was read a first and second time, referred 
to the Committee on Pacific Railroads, and ordered to be printed. 

JOSEPH WESCOTT & SON. 

Mr. REED. Mr. Speaker, a bill (H. R. 3850) for the relief of Joseph 
Wescott & Son was passed last Friday the Committee of the 
Whole without opposition and after full discussion. It was not passed 
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through the House. I ask unanimous consent that the bill be now taken 
up for passage. 
Frhe bill was read. 

Mr. HOLMAN. Is it proposed to take up all bills reported to the 
House from the Committee of the Whole, and now undisposed of ? 

The SPEAKER. It is not. 

Mr. HOLMAN. I think they ought all to be taken up together. 

Mr. REED. I hope the gentleman from Indiana will not object to | 
the present consideration of this bill. I have been trying during several | 
sessions of Congress to get it through. The gentleman himself knows 
it to be right. 

Mr. HOLMAN. [have no objection to this bill—— 

Mr. REED. If the bill fails in this Congress on account of the press- 
ure of business toward the end of the session, we shall have to struggle 
with it again in another Congress. With a view to economy of time, 
as well as economy of money, I appeal to the gentleman from Indiana, 
for even while we have been talking the bill might have gone through. 

Mr. HOLMAN. I am not in favor of any system of partiality in 
legislation. Instead of personal appeals let these bills all come up to- 
gether and be treated alike. 

Mr. REED. I have not appealed to the House for partiality toward | 
me on such matters. I think I should have onetime. Mr. Speaker, | 
the gentleman does not object. 

Mr. HOBLITZELL. I call for the regular order of business. 

The SPEAKER. The regular order of business is called for. 


LENGTH OF DAILY SESSIONS. 
Mr. HISCOCK. I submit the following resolution for consideration | 
at this time: 

Resolved, That, commencing wit‘ to-day, the daily sessions of the House shall | 
expire at 6 o'clock p. m., for the remainder of the session: Provided, however, The | 
Speaker may, in his discretion, entertain one motion to adjourn only each day | 
before that hour. 

Mr. MILLS. That goes to the Committee on Rules. | 

Mr. MCMILLIN. I object. 

Mr. HISCOCK. Let it come in and be referred to the Committee on | 
Rules. 

There was no objection, and it was ordered accordingly. 

TARIFFS OF OTHER COUNTRIES. 

Mr. MILLS. I ask by unanimous consent to submit the following | 
resolution for reference to the Committee on Ways and Means: 

Resolved, That the Secretary of State be directed to inform the House of Repre- 
sentatives if the records of his office contain the information what duties are 
levied upon exports by the different countries having commercial relations with 
the United States. 

Mr. RANDALL. Let it go to the Committee on Ways and Means, 
with leave to report at any time. 

Mr. MILLS. Very well. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair hears no objection, and the resolution 
is so referred, 





RETIREMENT OF GENERAL INGALLS. 

Mr. YOUNG, by unanimous consent, introduced a bill (H. R. 7388 
for the retirement of Brevet Major-General Rufus Ingalls, Quartermas- | 
ter-General United States Army, with the rank of major-general ; which 
was read a first and second time, referred to the Committee on Military 
Affairs, and ordered to be printed. 

OIL-WELL PATENT. 

Mr. YOUNG also, by unanimous consent, introduced a bill (H. R. 
7389) authorizing the Commissioner of Patents to extend patent granted 
for method and means for increasing the capacity of oil wells; which 
was read a first and second time, referred to the Committee on Patents, 
and ordered to be printed. 

PAY OF HOUSE EMPLOYES. 

Mr. HISCOCK. Iam directed by the Committee on Appropriations 
toreport a joint resolution (H. Res. 324) to provide for the deficiencies in | 
the appropriations for salaries of officers, clerks, messengers, and others 
in the service of the House of Representatives for the fiscal year ending 
June 30, 1883. 

The SPEAKER. The joint resolution will be read, subject to objec- 
tion. 

The Clerk read as follows: : 

Be it resolved, That the sum of $12,175.26 be, and the same is hereby, appropri- 


ated out of any moneys in the Treasury not otherwise appropriated to pay the | 
salaries of the officers, clerks, messengers, and others, for the fiscal year ending 


June 30, 1883. 

Mr. RANDALL. What is that? 

Mr. HISCOCK. It is a joint resolution to provide for the payment 
of the employés of the House for the reason that the last session ran 
over into this current year. There is a deficiency of a little over 
$12,000. 
orks RANDALL. How does that arise—from an increase of em- 

oyés ? 

Mr. HISCOCK. From the fact that the last session ran over into the 





it fiscal year. 
Mr. ATKINS. Is it in the per diem and not in the annual salaries? 


Mr. HISCOCK. I do not know but annual salaries may be included 
in it. 

Mr. ATKINS. Ido not see how annual salaries can be included 

Mr. RANDALL. If the last session ran into this current year and 
this is necessary, then there should be an extra appropriation for the 
next fiseal year. 

Mr. HISCOCK. Verylikely. We will take care of that. | ask for 
the present consideration of the joint resolution. 

There was no objection, and the joint resolution was received, read « 
first and second time, ordered to be engrossed and read a third time; and 
being engrossed, it was accordingly read the third time, and passed. 

Mr. HISCOCK moved to reconsider the vote by which the joint res 
olution was passed; and also moved that the motion to reconsider be 
laid on the table. 

The latter motion was agreed to. 

APPOINTMENT OF GENERAL AND LIEUTENANT-GENERAL 

Mr. STEELE, by unanimous consent, introduced a joint resolution 
(H. Res. 325) amending the proviso of section 1094 of the Revised Stat 
utes; which was read a first and second time, referred to the Commit 
tee on Military Affairs, and ordered to be printed 

IVINS HUSE. 

Mr. VANCE, by unanimous consent, introduced a bill (H. Rh. 7390 
for relief of Ivins Huse; which was read a first and second time, referred 
to the Committee on Military Affairs, and ordered to be printed 

CORNELIUS H. LATHAM. 

Mr. VAN AERNAM (by request) by unanimous consent, introduced 

a bill (H. R. 7391) tor the relief of Cornelius H. Latham; which was 


| read a first and second time, referred to the Committee on Invalid Pen 
| sions, and ordered to be printed. 


ALABAMA CONTESTED-ELECTION CASE—JONES VS. SHELLEY 
Mr. RANNEY. Iam directed by the Committee on Elections in the 
matter of the memorial of John W. Jones in the election case of Jones vs 
Shelley to submit a report concluding with the following preamble and 


| resolution: 


Whereas John W. Jones claims to have been elected as Representative from 
the fourth Congressional district of Alabama, to fill a vacaney, and has instituted 
proceedings for a contest under the provisions of the acts of Congress relating 
to covtested elections; and whereas there is not sufficient time to prosecute and 
conctade said contest under the provisions of said acts and in course before the 


| expiration of the present term of Congress, and the contest must be abandoned 


unless some other more speedy mode of procedure be prescribed : Theretor« 

Resolved, That a special committee, composed of three members of the Com 
mittee on Elections, be appointed, with authority and whose duty it slull be to 
proceed, without unnecessary delay, to the fourth Congressional district of Ala 
bama and there take the evidence which may be adduced by either party in 
the matter of the pending contest, and report the saine to the Hlouse as soon a- 
may be. That the committee appointed is empowered to send tor persons and 
papersand administer oaths, and also to employ stenographers, messengers, and 
asuilicient clerical force, at the usual compensation, the expenses to be paid out 


| of the contingent funds of the House, upon the approval of the chairman of said 


committee, 


I wish to give notice that I will call it up for action at the earliest 
practicable moment. 

The SPEAKER. The report will be printed and go over as untin 
ished business. 

Mr. WHEELER. In the absence of any of the members of the Com 
mittee on Elections, as I do not see either of them present, I wish to 
ask the privilege of having the minority report printed with the report 
of the committee. 

Mr. MOULTON. What has been done? 

Mr. WHEELER. 1 beg the gentleman’s pardon. 1 did not see that 
he was present. 

Mr. CALKINS. In response to my colleague on the committee I will 


| say that a resolution has been offered on the part of the Conimittee: 


Elections which has been ordered to be printed and goes over us vn 
finished business, as a question of privilege. 

Mr. RANDALL. It goes over, but not as unfinished busin It 
it is a privileged matter it may be called up at any time 

Mr. CALKINS. The point as to whether it presents a question of 
privilege will come up of course when the resolution is called ap tor 
consideration. 

The SPEAKER. Does the gentleman from Illinois desire to submit 
the views of the minority ? 

Mr. MOULTON. No; I have not prepared any. 

Mr. ATHERTON. I think leave had better be taken to present the 
views of the minority. 

TheSPEAKER. Have they been prepared? 

Mr. ATHERTON. They are prepared and are already in print. 

The SPEAKER. ‘TheChair thinks they had better be presented to 
go with the reportof the committee. They canbe presented, however, 
within a reasonable time. 

Mr. ATHERTON. I will submit the views of the minority here 
after. 

ROBERT SMALLS. 

Mr. DEZENDORF, by unanimous consent, from the Committee on 
Naval Affairs, reported back with a favorable recommendation the bill 
(H. R. 7059) authorizing the President to place Robert Smalls on the re- 


| 
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tired-list of the Navy; which, with the accompanying report, was ordered 
to be printed, and recommitted to the Committee on Naval Affairs. 
DANIEL R. SHRIVER. 

Mr. LEEDOM, by unanimous consent, introduced a bill (H. R. 7392) 
granting an increase of pension to Daniel R. Shriver; which was read 
a first and second time, referred tothe Committee on Invalid Pensions, 
and ordered to be printed. 

HENRY T. SCHUTT. 

Mr. MILLER, by unanimous consent, introduced a bill (H. R. 7393) 
granting a pension to Henry T. Schutt; which was read a first and sec- 
ond time, relerred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions, and ordered to 
be printed, 

REPORT OF COAST AND GEODETIC SURVEY. 

The SPEAKER laid before the House the following concurrent reso- 
lution of the Senate; which was read, and referred to the Committee on 
Printing: 

Resolved by the Senate (the House of Representatives concurring), That the report 
of the Suverintendent of the Coast and Geodetic Survey for 1881 and 1882 be 
printed; and that 8,000 additional copies be printed for the use of the Superin- 
tendent of the Coast Survey. The qnepeving to be given out by contract under 
existing laws, the execution and printing to be satisfactory to the Public Printer 
und to the Superintendent of the Coast and Geodetic Survey. 

COAST LIGHTS, CAPE ELIZABETH, MAINE. 

Mr. REED, by unanimous consent, presented the memorial and res- 
olutions of the Legislature of the State of Maine, remonstrating against 
the change of lights at Cape Elizabeth and Matinicus Rock, on the 
coast of Maine; which was referred to the Committee on Commerce. 

TRANSPORTATION OF AGRICULTURAL PRODUCTS. 


Mr. VALENTINE, by unanimous consent, from the Committee on 
Agriculture, reported back with amendments the bill (H. R. 6920) to 
create a commission to investigate and report upon agricultural products, 
and for other purposes; which was referred to the Committee of the 
Whole House on the state of the Union, and, with the accompanying 
report, ordered to be printed. 

ORDER OF BUSINESS. 

Mr. HORR. I call for the regular order. 

Phe SPEAKER. ‘The regular order is the call of committees for re- 
yorts, 

Mr. ROBESON. I move to dispense with the morning hour for the 
call of committees for reports. 

The motion was agreed to (two-thirds voting in favor thereof). 

The SPEAKER. At the adjournment last evening there wasa pend- 
ing motion upon which the yeas and nays had been ordered, on which a 
vote had been taken, and the point was made that no quorum had voted. 

Mr. ROBESON. In order to save time calling the yeas and nays 
again I ask unanimous consent to withdraw that motion. 

‘There was no objection, and the motion was withdrawn. 

Mr. ROBESON. Inow move that the House resolve itself into Com- 
mittee of the Whole House on the state of the Union for the purpose of 
proceeding with the consideration of the naval appropriation bill; and 
pending that motion I move that all debate upon the pending para- 
yraph and all amendments thereto be confined to fifteen minutes. 

Mr. ANDERSON. I rise to a parliamentary inquiry. 

Mr. RANDALL. On amendments pending? 

Mr. ROBESON. On all amendments, 

The SPEAKER. The effect of the motion if adopted will be not to 
cut off amendments but all debate upon amendments pending, or which 
may hereafter be offered. The gentleman from Kansas rose to a parlia- 
mentary inquiry. 

Mr. ANDERSON. I understand that an appropriation bill will 
always pass, but sometimes the tariff bills will not get through. My 
parliamentary inquiry is whether it is in order to antagonize the motion 
of the gentleman from New Jersey to go into the Committee of the 
Whole tor the purpose of proceeding with the naval appropriation bill 
by a motion to go into Committee of the Whole for the purpose of taking 
up and considering the tariff bill? I understand that several gentlemen 
thought that would be the order of business to-day. 

The SPEAKER. The motion to go into Committee of the Whole for 
the purpose indicated by the gentleman from New Jersey can be voted 
down. 

Mr. HISCOCK. Let mesay to the gentleman from Kansas that there 
is no conflict whatever between gentlemen in charge of this bill and 
those having charge of the tariff bill ; and I hope he will not consume 
time by raising a question of conflict over this matter. 

Mr. ANDERSON. I would like to say we have been about three 
years upon this tariff question without accomplishing anything, and 
itappears to me the country ought to have some recognition in that 
respect, 


Mr. ROBESON. Is my motion in order ? 


The SPEAKER. It is. 
Mr. THOMAS. I desire to make a parliamentary inquiry. 
The SPEAKER. The gentleman will state it. 


Mr. THOMAS. I want to know whether if debate is limited u 
the pending paragraph and all amendments thereto that will have the 
effect of cutting off further amendments ? 





The SPEAKER. There is no proposition of that kind : 

Mr. THOMAS. It cuts off all further debate on subsequent amend- 
ments ? 

The SPEAKER. It does. 

Mr. THOMAS. Then I hope it will be voted down. 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman from New J moves that ail 
debate on the pending paragraph and all amendments to be limited 
to fifteen minutes. 

Mr. TALBOTT. I move to amend by making the limit of debate 
one half hour. 

The motion to amend was not agreed to. 

Mr. ROBESON’s motion was agreed to. 

Mr. ROBESON. I move that the House resolve itself into Commit- 
tee of the Whole House on the state of the Union for the purpose of pro- 
ceeding with the consideration of the naval appropriation bill. 

The motion was agreed to. 

The House accordingly resolved itself into Committee of the Whole 
House on the state of the Union, Mr. PAGE in the chair, and resumed 
the consideration of the bill (H. R. 7314) ing appropriations for the 
naval service for the fiscal year ending June 30, 1884, and for other pur 
poses. 

NAVAL APPROPRIATION BILL. 


The CHAIRMAN. The House is now in Committee of the Whole 
for the purpose of considering the naval appropriation bili. By order 


of the House all debate on the pending paragraph and amendments 
thereto has been limited to fifteen minutes. 

Mr. CALKINS. I desire to modify the amendment I offered yester- 
day relating to the paymasters’ corps. If n , L ask leave to with- 
draw the amendment and offer in place of it what I send to the desk. 

There was no objection. 

The Clerk read the proposed amendment, as follows: 

Provided, That when vacancies occur hereafter in the paymasters’ corps there 
shall be no original appointments to fillsuch vacancies; but promotions may be 
made according to existing regulations from those remaining in said corps. Ofti- 
cers in the line shall be detailed to perform the duties of paymasters, under the 
same rules and regulations as are now required of paymasters; but such officers 
shall not be entitled to increased compensation in consequence of performing 
such duties. 

Mr. BUTTERWORTH. I want to say a single word against both 
these amendments, and then, as between the two, tostate why I favor that 
of my friend from Indiana [Mr. CALKINS] as against that of my friend 
from Kentucky [Mr. Knorr]. In the first place, I want to call the 
attention of my friend from Indiana to the fact that in his amendment 
he does not do for the Navy what is doubtless supposed and that which 
was very properly done in the Army bill in the matter reducing the 
number of officers in the Pay Department of the staff and devolving 
theirdutieson other members of thestaff corps, i. e., the quartermasters. 
In the Army all disbursements are made by commissaries, quarter- 
masters, and paymasters. Under the provision of the Army bill to which 
the gentleman from Indiana referred, the paymaster’s corps is to cease, 
and the duty now performed by that corps is devolved upon the quarter- 
masters, who are all under the law disbursing officers. There is a fit- 
ness and propriety in that, because in the Army there are three corps 
to perform the duties which might be performed by two if not by one 
corps. But in the case of the Navy, as has already been stated on the 
floor of the House, the paymaster is the commissary; he is the quar- 
termaster as well as the paymaster, combining the three in one. The 
paymasters disburse every cent that is appropriated forthe Navy. They 
make the purchases and in fact perform substantially for the Navy 
all the duties performed in the Army by the commissary, the quarter- 
master, and the paymaster, and I can see no reason why you should 
abolish this office. It does not even tend to promote economy—but the 
reverse. 

Now, one word as between the amendment suggested by my friend 
from Kentucky [Mr. Knorr] and that of my friend from Indiana [ Mr. 
CALKINS]. So far as the amendment presented by the gentleman from 
Kentucky [Mr. KNort] is concerned, it works a palpable injustice to 
members of the staff corps. Itdoes not, indeed, muster any one of them 
out; but it denies to every man in that staff promotion, afid it would 
promote a lieutenant in the line over a captain in the staff in case of « 
vacancy. Instead of promoting men in the corps when vacancies occur. 
it absolutely prohibits it, so that a passed paymaster or a captain in the 
staff, although he remain in the service forty years, and has earned pro- 
motion by reason of length of service and thorough fitness, may have « 
lieutenant of the line who is twenty years his junior and without ex- 
perience or fitness promoted over him. That is the result of the propo- 
sition of my friend from Kentucky, and it is palpably unjust. 

As between the amendments, I submit that if it be conceded that the 
paymasters’ corps in the Navy should cease to exist, then the amend- 
ment of my friend from Indiana does justice to the members of the staff 
corps, in that while it musters them out ultimately, it authorizes and 
permits promotion until that-corps shall cease to exist. That is cer- 
tainly just. As between these two amendments, it seems to me that 
of the gentleman from Kentucky works a palpable wrong, not to say 
outrage, on members of the corps, W rights t to be re- 
spected; while if there is any in the amendment of the gentle- 
man from Indiana, it simply is in doing the service an injury in muster- 





1883. CONGRESSIONAL 


























































ing the corps out altogether 1 oppose both amendments as unwise 
and unnecessary. : 

Mr. HENDERSON. Mr. Chairman, I have listened with much in- | 
terest to these various propositions made by gentlemen of the committee, 
and which seem to me like an attempt to reconstruct, to some extent, 
the Navy upon an appropriation bill. 

And while I do not know but there is great merit in some of these 
propositions, yet I want to enter my protest against this system of legis- 
jation on appropriation bills. Yesterday it was proposed to abolish the | 
Pay Department of the Navy; and I will venture to say that some of | 
those who advocated that radical change in the naval service were not 

aware of the fact that the pay officers of the Navy were absolutely the 

quartermasters and commissaries of that service, and disbursed all the 

money appropriated for the support of the Navy. 

If there was needed anything to illustrate the folly of this sort of 
legislation in incorporating new legislation in appropriation bills, ] think 
we can see it in some of these radical propositions proposing changes 
which may work great injury to the naval service, without any con- 
sideration of the Committee on Naval Affairs, expressly constituted for 
that purpose. I wish we could confine ourselves to the legitimate busi- 
ness of the committee, and when we have an appropriation bill under 
consideration which is intended simply or should be to provide for the 
expenses of some Department of the Government according to existing 
law, we should confine ourselves to making the necessary appropriations 
for that purpose, and leave the legitimate and proper committees of the 
House to consider new legislation so important as some which itis now 
proposed shall be ingrafted on this appropriation bill. 

In my opinion we are in danger of doing a great mischief by taking 
matters out of the hands and from the control of the proper committees 
of the House. We were all at sea yesterday, and spent all the afternoon 
in discussing propositions which really looked to radical changes in the 
Navy, without any consideration of the Committee on Naval Aflairs, 
instead of going to work and making the necessary and proper appro- 
priations under the law as it now stands for the support of the Navy. 
If that branch of the service needs to be reconstructed let the proper 
committee of this House investigate and make an intelligent report to 
the House, so that we can understand what we are doing. But I de- 
sire simply to enter my protest against this system of legislation on ap- 
propriation bills, in which I think there is a great dealof mischief to be 
feared. And forthese reasons Iam opposed, Mr. Chairman, to all these 
proposed radical changes, believing this not to be the time nor place for 
their consideration. 

Mr CALKINS. One word with reference to the amendment I have 
offered. I design by it simply to stop appointments in the pay corps 
until that corps shall exhaust itself, and to provide that officers of the 
line shall be detailed to perform that service. That is all I design by 
my amendment. 

Mr. THOMAS. While legislation on appropriation bills is generally 
to be deprecated, and can scarcely be justified on any ground, yet when 
the House of Representatives has presented to it by the Committee on 
Appropriations a bill which contains provisions Jooking to a partial 
reorganization of the Navy, provisions which change the law in some 
material then I say the House owes it to itself to take hold of 
the matter and make such other changes also as may be proper and 
h 





We are driven to this point in self-defense. If the Committee on Ap- 
propriations had come in here and proposed simply to make appropri- 
ations for the naval establishment, and had not attempted to change 
existing law in any respect, then the House would not be justified in 
attempting to make other and furtherchanges. But members will find 
by examining the bill now under consideration that various changes in 
existing law have been proposed by the Committee on Appropriations. 
Now, it may be all well enough for that committee to come in here 
and crack the lash over this side of the Hquse and say, You must stand 
by the committee; you must allow us to do what we please and the 
House must not do anything unless it is recommended by the Commit- 
tee on Appropriations. | 

__ J think this whole matter ofreorganizing the Navy of the United States, 
if 1t ought to be done, should be done on the recommendation of the 
Committee on Naval Affairs and not on the recommendation of the Com- 
mittee on Appropriations, the members of which committee have not 
heen able to give the subject the investigation which it deserves. The 
propositions which have been offered from the Committee on Naval 
Affairs have been submitted in self-defense. 

If the House would wipe out all the proposed new legislation con- 
tained in the bill now under consideration, I am sure there is not a 
member of the Committee on Naval Affairs who will come forward with 
a solitary proposition to change existing law in regard to the naval serv- 
ice, But we are compelled to look after the interest of the naval es- 
tablishment, to see that it is put on an equal and just footing, when 
measures are attem here which will work the greatest possible hard- 
ship on some bran of the service while it advances the interests of 
other branches. 

Mr. ROBESON. It is admitted on all hands, Mr. Chairman, that 
the naval service needs some reorganization and reform. It is also ad- 


| been able to do so. 
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on Naval Affairs cannot bring forward those measures. It is therefore 
admitted that ifanything is to be done at all it must be done by the 
Committee on Appropriations on appropriation bills. 

Everything that the Committee on Appropriations has’ proposed in 
this bill of a new character, so far as the matériel of the Navy is con 
cerned, has been done on the direct recommendation of the Committec 
on Naval Affairs. If the Committee on Naval Affairs had thought 
proper at any time to give their attention to the subject and formulate 
a plan for the reorganization of the Navy, I have no doubt the Com 
mittee on Appropriations would have adopted it. But they have not 
Other business has been pressing upon them and 
they have not been able to do that. This bill does not make any at 
tack upon any corps in the naval service , 

Mr. HARRIS, of Massachusetts. 
moment? 

Mr. ROBESON. Certainly 

Mr. HARRIS, of Massachusetts. Do I understand the gentleman to 
say that all the new legislation in this bill was recommended by the 
Committee on Naval Affairs, or brought to the attention even of the 
Committee on Naval Affairs ? 

Mr. ROBESON. I said that all the new legislation in this bill, with 
regard to the matériel of the Navy, was in direct response to the views 
and resolutions of the Committee on Naval Affhirs sent to the ¢ 
tee on Appropriations. 

Mr. HARRIS, of Massachusetts. Not the personne! 

Mr. ROBESON. I said the matéricl of the Navy. As regar 
personnel ot the Navy, I will say that the Committee on Naval 
has made no recommendation. 

Mr. HARRIS, of Massachusetts. 

Mr. ROBESON. Therefore, if the evil is a crying one, we had to take 
it up in this way. We have attacked no corps of the Navy; we have 
sought to lessen the pay of no officer, no corps, no class in the Navy 
We have only proposed the abolition of a single rank, and we also pro 
pose in this bill certain conditions which I think everybody will admit 
ought to be imposed upon promotions in the Navy. 

Mr. THOMAS. Will the gentleman allow me to interrupt him right 
there? 

Mr. ROBESON. Certainly 

Mr. THOMAS. ‘The gentleman says that there is in this bill no dis 
crimination between the different branches of the service. This bill 
proposes to retire certain oflicers of the line in certain cases, whereby 
every volunteer officer who came into the service after the close of th 
war must be retired in two or three years, while no provision is made 
for retiring the other officers of the line. 

Mr. ROBESON. Simply because the times which are tixed here 
would not apply to the staff, which embraces men who went in ata 
later period of life and with more mature years, their duties not being 
such as to require youth and activity on deck and among the sails 

The CHAIRMAN. The fifteen minutes allowed for debate on thi 
paragraph have expired. The Clerk will now report the amendment 
otiered by the gentleman trom Kentucky [Mr. KNorr] as a substitute 
for the amendment of the gentleman from Indiana [Mr. CALKINS] 

The Clerk read as follows: 


Will the gentleman allow mea 


ommat 


} 
j ‘ 
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AM@air 


That is true. 


Add the following to the pending paragraph: 

“ And provided, That hereafter no promotion shall be made to the grade of pay 
director, pay inspector, paymaster, or passed assistant paymaster, nor shall any 
appointment be hereafter made to the grade of assistant paymaster; but when 
ever a vacancy shall oceur in any of said grades a suitable officer shall be de 
tailed from the line to discharge the duties thereof, if necessary, under such reg- 
ulations as the Secretary of the Navy shall prescribe; but nothing herein con 
tained shall be so construed as to deprive any ofticer now in either of said grades 
of his commission.” 

The question being taken on agreeing to the amendment of Mr 
KNOTT, it was not agreed to; there being—ayes 55, noes 83. 

The CHAIRMAN. The Clerk will now report the amendment ot 
fered by the gentleman from Iowa [Mr. HEPBURN] as a substitute fo1 
the amendment of the gentleman from Indiana [ Mr. CALKINs]} 

The Clerk read as follows: 

Strike out all after the word “dollars,” in line 21,to and including the word 
“ paymaster,”’ in line 23; andafterthe word “ dollars,” in line 31,add the follow 
ing: 

** Provided, That each officer in charge of a vessel or navy-vard belonging to 
the United States shall be detailed by the Secretary of the Navy to pay the 
officers and men under his command, under such regulations as shall be pre 
scribed by such Secretary; and on the 30th day of June, 1583, all pay directors, 
pay inspectors, paymasters, passed assistant paymasters, and assistant paymas 
ters shail be mustered out of the naval service of the United States, with full 
pay for one year.”’ 

Mr. CALKINS. I make the point that this amendment is not a sub- 
stitute for the one which I offered, but comes in at another place in the 
paragraph. 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair is informed that this amendment 
not a substitute for that of the gentleman from Indiana, but can prop 
erly be offered as a separate proposition when the amendment of the 
gentleman from Indiana has been disposed of. As the Chair under- 
stands the gentleman from Iowa withdraws it for the present. The 
Clerk will now report the amendment of the gentleman from Indiana. 

The Clerk read as follows: 

At the end of line 31 insert: 


Is 











mitted on all hands that under the rules of the House the Committee 


“ Provided, That when vacancies occur hereafter in the paymaster’s corps there 
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shall be no original appointments to fill such vacancies, but promotions may 
be made according to the existing regulations from those remaining in said 
corps. Olticers in the line shall be detailed to perform the duties of paymasters 
under the same rules and regulations as are now required of paymasters, but 
such officers shall not be entitled to increased compensation in consequence of 
performing such duties.”’ 

Mr. HENDERSON. I rise to a question of order. I would like to 
know why the provision of the gentleman from lowa [Mr. HEPBURN] 
is not properly a substitute for the amendment just read. 

The CHAIRMAN. The amendment of the gentleman from Indiana 
is to add certain words at the end of the paragraph, while the proposi- 
tion of the gentleman from Iowa is to amend the original text. 

Mr. RANDALL. Iam requested to announce, in connection with 
this bill, that the gentleman from New York [Mr. Hewrrr] is detained 
from his seat by severe illness. 

The question being taken on the amendment of Mr. CALKINS, it was 
agreed to; there being—ayes 94, noes not counted. 

Mr. HEPBURN. 
tolore read. 

The Clerk again read the amendment. 

The question being taken on agreeing to the amendmentot Mr. HrEp- 
BURN, there were—ayes 47, noes 65. 

Mr. HOLMAN. I make the point that no quorum has voted. 

Tellers were ordered; ‘and Mr. HEPBURN and Mr. ROBESON were 
appointed, 

The committee again divided; and the tellers reported—ayes G64, 
noes &2, 

So the amendment was not agreed to. 

Mr. KNOTT. I offer the amendment which [ send to the desk. 

The Clerk read as follows: 

At the end of line 3l add the following: 

* Provided further, That the active-list of the Engineer Corps of the Navy shall 





I now reotferthe amendment which has been here- | 


at sea; no lieutenant unless he shall have seen six years’ service at sea asa lieu- 
tenant; no lieut nt der unless he shall have seen four years’ service 
at sea as a lieutenant-commander ; and no commander unless he shall have seen 
three years’ service at sea in command of a United States vessel or vessels: Pro- 
vided also, 'Chat when any commodore shall reach the age of 60 years, any captain 
the age of 5S years, any commander the age of 51 years, any licutenant-com- 
mander the age of 47 years, or any lieutenant the age of 45 years, he shal! be re- 
tired by the President from active service, and shall go upon the retired-list of the 
Navy as of the grade held by him at the date of his retirement. 


Mr. McMILLIN. I raise a point of order on that paragraph. 

Mr. CALKINS. I also rise to a point of order. 

Mr. BLOUNT. I also rise to a point of order. 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair will recognize the gentleman trom 
New Jersey, as he first addressed the Chair. 

Mr. BLOUNT. But we do not wish to waive our rights on the point 
of order. 

Mr. McMILLIN. I reservethe point of order on thesection just read. 

Mr. BLOUNT. I make an additional point of order. 

The CHAIRMAN. The gentleman from Tennessee makes a point 





| of order against the paragraph just read. 


hereafter consist of five chief engineers with the relative rank of captain, ten | 


chief engineers with the relative rank of commander, thirty chief engineers with 
the relative rank of lieutenant-commander or lieutenant, sixty passed assistant 
engineers and forty assistant engineers with the relative rank for each as now 
fixed by law; and after the number of officersin the said grades shall be reduced 
as above provided, the number in each grade shall not exceed the reduced num- 
ber which is fixed by the provisions of this act for the several grades.”’ 


Mr. ROBESON. I reserve a point of order on this amendment. 

The CHAIRMAN. The amendment is not debatable. 

Mr. ROBESON. Then I make my point of order at once. 
that the amendment changes existing law. 
duces expenditures. 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair will hear the gentleman from Kentucky 
on the point of order. 

Mr. KNOTT. Gentlemen will remember the language of the amend- 
ment— 

Mr. ROBESON. I withdraw my point of order. 

The question being taken on agreeing to the amendment of Mr. 
KNorr, there were—ayes 50, noes 83. 

Mr. McMILLIN. I make the point of order that a quorum has not 
voted, 


I know 
I wish to see how it re- 


Tellers were ordered; and Mr. RoBEsoN and Mr. KNoTT were ap- | 


pointed 

The committee again divided; and the tellers reported—ayes 36, 
noes 0 

The CHAIRMAN. Does the gentleman from Tennessee withdraw 
the point as to a quorum? 

Mr. McMILLIN. Yes, sir. 

So the amendment was not agreed to. 

Mr. PARKER. I offer the following amendment: 

Insert at end of line 31, page 2: 

* And officers serving on board of receiving and naval training ships shall be 
allowed the same pay and rations as on sea-service,” 

Mr. HISCOCK. | make a point oforder on this amendment. As I 
understand it, is an increase of compensation. 

The CHAIRMAN. Does the gentleman from New York [Mr. Par- 
KER] wish to be heard on the point of order ? 

Mr. PARKER. I can only say upon the point of order that this 
amendment is more in the interest of justice than economy. 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair sustains the point of order. 

Mr. CALKINS. I move the following amendment to come in at the 
end of line 31 as an additional proviso: 

And provided further, That there shall be no further promotions to the grade of 
medical directors until that ie is uced to one, and no further promotions 
shall be made to the grade of medical inspectors till that grade is reduced to six. 

That makes one medical director in the Navy and then one medical 
inspector for each fleet. 

The amendment was disagreed to. 
The Clerk read as follows: 

That the various boards constituted and provided by law for the examinations 
(other than physical) of officers of the Navy for promotion to a higher le in 
the service, shall conduct such examinations as far as may be in writing, and 
make a record thereof, and shall certify the same, and their conclusions thereon, 
under their hands and upon their honors. They shall prosecute and carry on 
such examinations strictly in all (he brenchesand requirements necessary to the 
discharge of the duties of the higher grade, and pmo cae | as to the profes- 

be 


sional fitness of the officer examined, to perform all uties of the higher grade 
atsea. And no officer shall, in time of peace, deemed or fit to be 


promoted to the grade of lieutenant unless he shall have seen four years’ service 








Mr. BLOUNT. I desire to make an additional point of order at this 
time. I make the point against it beginning at line 43 and ending with 
the word ‘*‘vessels,’’ on line 50. 

The CHAIRMAN. The gentleman from Indiana also makes a point 
of order. 

Mr. CALKINS. I make the point of order against all that part of the 
paragraph beginning with line 43 down toand including the last of the 
paragraph as a whole. And I make the point of order against each of 
the appropriations separately, that they change existing law and in- 
crease expenditure. 

Mr. RANDALL. The gentleman from Georgia has made the point of 
order I desired to make. 

The CHAIRMAN. The-Chair will hear first the gentleman from 
Tennessee on his point of order. 

Mr. ROBESON. I ask the gentleman from Tennessee to yield to me 
to perfect the text. 

Mr. MCMILLIN. I have no objection to that being done, provided 
I do not waive any right under my point of order. 

Mr. ROBESON. 1 do not ask the gentleman to waive any right on 


| his point of order. 


Mr. McMILLIN. If that be the sense of the House, I do not object. 

Mr. ROBESON. I move in line 50 to insert the following, in order 
to perfect the text—— 

Mr. ROBINSON, of Massachusetts. All points of order being saved. 

Mr. BLOUNT. Is it not in order to proceed with the points of order 
already made against the paragraph ? 

The CHAIRMAN. Yes, unless waived for the purpose of perfecting 
the text. 

Mr. BLOUNT. I do not desire to waive it, because I think we can 
get along with greater simplicity and ease by first disposing of the 
point of order. 

Mr- HISCOCK. It is possible that the motion of the gentleman from 
New Jersey [Mr. Roprson] will obviate the point of order. 

Mr. TALBOTT. Points of order should be first decided; that is the 
parliamentary way. 

Mr. MCMILLIN. 1 will proceed, then, with the statement concerning 
my point of order. 

Mr. ROBINSON, of Massachusetts. I rise toa parliamentary inquiry. 
Is there more than one point of order pending? 

The CHAIRMAN. There are three or four of them. 

Mr. ROBINSON, of Massachusetts. But not under consideration at 
the same time. 

The CHAIRMAN. The point of order was made by the gentleman 
from Tennessee, and that point of order will be first disposed of. 

Mr. ROBINSON, of Massachusetts. Discussion is to be confined to 
that point of order. 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair will first hear the gentleman from 
Tennessee on his point of order, and that point of order will first: be dis- 

»sed of. 

Mr. McMILLIN. My point of order, Mr. Chairman, applies to that 
part of the paragraph beginning with the proviso in line 50, which is 
as follows: 

Provided also, That when any commodore shall reach the age of 60 years, any 
captain the age of 55 years, any commander the age of 51 years, any lieutenant- 
commander the age of 47 years, or any lieutenant the age of 45 years, he shall be 


retired by the President from active service, and shall go upon the retired-list of 
the Navy as of the grade held by him at the date of his retirement. 


Sir, this part of tne bill is obnoxious to tnat portion of section 3, 
Rule XXI, which provides— 

Nor shall any provision in any such bill [appropriation bil)] or amendment 
thereto nee existing law be in order, except such as, being germane to the 
subject-matter of the bill, shall retrench expenditures by the reduction of the 
number and salary of the officers of the United States, by the reduction of the 
compensation of any person paid out of the Treasury of the United States, or 
by the reduction of amounts of money covered by the bill. 

Now, Mr. Chairman, I suppose that there is not a member of this 
committee who will doubt that that provision changes existing law. 
That being admitted, as I take it for granted it will be, because the 
fact is too plain to warrant dispute, the next question is, does it on its 
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face retrench expenditures and thereby bring it within the provisions 
of the rule? 1 hold that it does not; and in support of that position 
I beg leave to read a section from the Revised Statutes of the United | 
States, section 1458, which is in these words: 

The next officer in rank shall be promoted to the place of a retired officer, ac- 
cording to the seven rules of the service, and the same rule of promotion shall 


be applied successively to the vacancies consequent upon the retirement of an 
officer. 


Now, Mr. Chairman, it will be observed that when an oflicer is re- | 
tired under the provisions of this act the next officer below him in rank 
takes his place by the operation of law and under the rules prescribed | 
hy the Navy Department. It is true that the particular officer who is 
retired has his salary reduced by operation of law, and there is an ap- 
parent diminution of expense in that respect, which would bring the 
section within the rule were it not for the section which requires the | 
retiring officer to be succeeded by the next in rank below him, who will | 
by law receive the same pay. But when we take into consideration the | 
fact that his place is immediately filled by this provision of the law, and | 
that there is practically no vacancy, or if there is it is immediately | 





jilled, it is impossible for us to conceive that a reduction of expenditure 
will result from this section. We will have the same number of officers 
at the same salary on the active-list, while we will have this increased 
number of the retired-list, drawing from one-half to three-fourths of the 
full pay. It is therefore an inevitable consequence that there is no 
retrenchment of expenditures; and the proposition, changing as it does | 
existing law, without this prerequsite, is under the rules of the House 
obnoxious to the point of order, and I imagine that position must be 
sustained by the Chair. It increases instead of decreases expenditures. 

Does it require argument to prove that it will take more money to pay 
a full corps of naval officers and a retired-list of 100 or 1,000 officers 
than it will to pay the full naval corps without a retired-list ? Remem- 
ber, Mr. Chairman, that the bill does not propose to reduce the active- 
list, but to add to it a retired-list. It does not propose to abolish offi- 
ces, but to make them. I hope due consideration will be given this 
question. It is exceedingly important. By this section the Commit- 
tee on Appropriations ask us to rush upon our Navy and retire men on | 
salaries when in the prime of life. Wiat excise is there for it? Why 
construct by legislation a class of vigorous retired officers and fasten 
them as barnacles on the Treasury while they are able to serve their | 
country and repay it for the education it has given them? I hope it 
will not be done while points of order or votes can defeat it. 

Mr. ROBESON. Mr. Chairman, it is admitted that this provision 
of the bill changes existing law. The existing law upon the subject of 
retirements in the Navy is that all officers of the Navy, except under | 
extraordinary cireumstances, shall remain on the active-list until they | 
reach 62 years of age. It is also provided that they retire for age only 
whenever they reach that point. 

But this provision of the pending bill does reduce expenditures, be- 
cause it retires them at an earlier age, giving them a less pay—I am 
speaking now right down to the facts of the case—giving them less pay | 
than if they remained on the list of active officers until they reach the 
age of 62 years. If a man, therefore, goes out of the service at 52, the 
Treasury pays him only the retired-pay provided by law for the ten 
years earlier that he has dropped out of the service, during which ten | 
years if allowed to remain he would be entitled to draw his full pay. 
By this provision for that ten years he receives only the retired-pay; it 
is a reduction of expenditures to that extent unquestionably. 

This would seem to be open to a suggestion made by the gentleman | 
from Tennessee that other officers would take their places as soon as | 
they go upon the retired-list; and that might be open to argument, al- | 
though I think not, for I might demonstrate the fact that in the ordi- 
nary progress of the service there would be a decrease of expenditures. 
But, Mr. Chairman, we have limited the number of these gentlemen. 
We limited the number of the officers of the Navy by the law of last 
year two hundred in number below what the active-list now is. Now, 
suppose when we had limited that number to two hundred less than | 
the active-list we had then said all the supernumeraries shall be mus- 
tered out of the service; that would be in the interest of economy, would | 
itnot? It must be admitted that it would be. But we did not say | 
muster out all of these gentlemen; but we do provide that they shall 
go under retired-pay. It is therefore very plain that when we limit 
the number and say that there shall be no promotion to their places | 
until these gentlemen go out, it seems to be decreasing expenditures in 
place of increasing them. Now, if we leave them out or place them on 
the retired-list we certainly decrease expenditures, because we save the 
full pay for the period of ten years, during which time they are only on | 
the retired-pay. It seems to me too plain to talk about. 

Ps CALKINS. I desire to be heard for a moment upon these points | 
of order. 

Mr. ROBESON. No; upon this point of order. There can not be 
two pending at once. 

Mr. C 8S. Mr. Chairman, we are working under the rules 
which the House adopted for its guidance and the guidance of its pre- 
re officer, and which when applied to any provision in any legisla- 
tion (when following the precedents) readily determine the question 
as to whether a proposition is or is not in order. 
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The point of order which I have made against the two provisions oi 
this bill, and which [ make jointly and separately against them, may as 
well, therefore, be discussed together. The rule provides—the third 


) clause of Rule X.XT, which has been so often read in the presence of the 


House and which is well known to the Chair and to the members of 
this committee, provides— 


Nor shall any provision in any such bill or amendment thereto changing ex 


| isting law be in order except such as being germane to the subject-matter of the 


bill shall retrench expenditures 

So that if a provision in a bill simply changes existing law, although 
it may be germane to the bill, it is still not in order unless it retrenches 
expenditures. But it must be germane to the subject of the bill and 
also retrench expenditures, and then it is taken from under the opera- 
tion of the point of order. It must possess these two qualifications, so 
to speak, or else it is not in order. 

Now, the point of order which I make against the first provision is 
that beginning with line 43 of the bill, as follows 

And no officer shall in time of peace be deemed or reported fit to be promoted 
to the grade of lieutenant unless he shall have seen four years’ service at sea, 
no lieutenant unless he shall have seen six years’ service at sea as a lieutenant, 
no lieutentant-commander unless he shall have seen four years’ sery 
a lieutenant-commander, and no commander unless he shall have seen three 
years’ service at sea in command of a United States vessel or vessels 


lce at sen as 


That changes existing law but does not retrench expenditures 

Mr. HISCOCK. I rise to a parliamentary point. 

The CHAIRMAN. The gentleman will state it. 

Mr. HISCOCK. There can be but one point of order pending at the 
same time. One point of order has been made by the gentleman trom 
Tennessee [Mr. MCMILLIN]. That is now before the committee, and 
[ insist that the discussion must be on that point of order. That must 
be decided and disposed of before another point of order can be mack 
and discussed in reference to another provision of the bill. 

Mr. CALKINS. I think my friend fron. New York must admit that 
several points of order may be made against the same provision. 

Mr. HISCOCK. The gentleman from Indiana is directing his point 
of order against an entirely different provision from that to which the 
point of order already made applies. 

Mr. CALKINS. If the gentleman from New York will possess his 
soul in peace he will see Lam coming to the pending point of order, 
which is included in mine. 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair has no control over the manner of the 
argument on a point of order. The gentleman from Indiana will pro 
ceed. 

Mr. CALKINS. I have said that the point of order, if well taken, 
must be that the proposition changes existing law and does not retrench 
expenditure. Then | include in the same point of order the next pro 
vision, which is: 


Provided, That when any commodore shall reach the age of 60 years, Ke, 


| providing for the retirement of naval officers at certain ages. That is 


a provision which does not on its face retrench expenditure, but in 
creases it. If so, then both provisions may go out under the single 
point of order. I can add nothing to what my friend trom Tennessee 
[Mr. MCMILLIN] has said, that the provision on its face increases ex 
penditure. When the Chair is called upon todecide the point of order 
he must decide it with reference to existing law and with reference to 


| the expenditures made necessary under existing law. Seizing upon 


that as the basis and applying the proposed legislation to existing law, it 
is easy to determine from the face of the provision whether it increases 
expenditures. 

The second provision increases expenditures, as my friend from Ten 
nessee has suggested, because it swells the retired-list and provides for 
filling the grades, at the same time keeping the grades full and increas 
ing the expenditures by swelling the retired-list in so far as this pro 
vision adds to it. 

Now under existing law no captain at the age of 55 can be retired; 
under existing law no commander at the age of 51 can be retired simply 
because of age; no lieutenant-commander at the age of 47 can be retired 


| simply on account of age. But ifthis bill is enacted into law you swell 


the retired-list by adding these men to it and fill their places by promo 
tion, which increases the expenditures of the Government inso far as it 
swells the retired-list. And that appears upon the fiwe of the pro 
vision. There is no escape from it. Hence I lodge the point of order 
against both of these propositions jointly, and if it shall be overruled I 
shall lodge the point of order against each separately for the same 
reason. 

Mr. ATKINS. I desire tosay a word upon the point of order. 

I have favored this part of the legislation in the present naval bill 
because I believe it is in the interest of economy; and I do not believe, 
with all due deference to my friend and colleague [Mr. MCMIL.In | 


that the point of order he has made is well taken. It isa matter of 


calculation whether this provision reduces expenditures or not; and the 
Chair can only arrive at anything like a correct arithmetical result as 
to whether it reduces expenditures ornot by running through the pay 
table. I have not had time since the point of order was made to g> 
through the pay-table. But I will call the attention of the Chair to 
the salaries of one or two officers and if they are a sample of the others 
then I shall contend that the point of order is not well taken. 
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If I understand the proposition the point is simply this, that the re- 
tired-pay of the officers who shall be retired under this provision is 
greater than the salary of the officer occupying the position from which 
he is advanced to the position of the one who is retired. That being 
the principle, take the case of commodore and the case of captain. The 
salary of the commodore is $5,000. The salary of the captain is $4,500. 
Now the retired pay of the commodore would be $4,000, a less sum than 
the salary of the captain, which is $4,500. There is a clear saving, an 
actual economy, by the enactment of this provision into law. 

Mr. TALBOTT. Will the gentleman from Tennessee allow me—— 

Mr. ATKINS. Notnow. If that be true also in regard to other 
officers, then it would be in the interest of economy, paradoxical as it 
may seem to be, that we should work an economy by increasing the 
retired-list. But you have got the officers, and this House has shown 
a determination not to cut down these officers. 

Mr. MCMILLIN. I desire to ask my colleague one question. 

The CHAIRMAN. Does the gentleman from Tennessee yield? 

Mr. ATKINS. Certainly, on the point of order. 

Mr. MCMILLIN. I will go to nothing else. I wish to ask my col- 
league if we will not have the same number of officers in the Navy fill- 
ing the various grades under section 1458 of the Revised Statutes, which 
I read to the House, after this retiring of officers that we have now? 
and if not, I want him to point me to those that will not be there. 


Then, what I wish to ask my colleague is, if we have the same corpsof | 


officers drawing the same pay, and in addition to them have a retired- 
list that did not exist before, I want to know how he is going to work 
out this paradox which he admits to exist. 

Mr. ATIKINS. I could answer that question by asking my friend 
another. Have we not a surplus of officers? 

Mr. McMILLIN. But the question is not as to the surplus of offi- 
cers, but as to the point of order. The question is whether this pro- 
posed change of existing law increases or diminishes expenditures. 

Mr. ATKINS. That is the very point to which I cal] the attention 
of the committee. 

Mr. MCMILLIN. We have not a surplus of officers on the retired- 
list, where you propose to place these oflicers. 

Mr. ATKINS. No; but the very point I make is that by placing 
these officers on the retired-list they receive a lesssalary than they would 
reecive if we allowed them to remain on the active-list. 

Mr. McMILLIN. Section 1458 of the Revised Statutes, which I read 
a tew moments ago, provides that the places on the active-list held by 
these officers shall, when they are placed on the retired-list, be taken 
by other ofiicers, so that we will have the same number of officers on 
the active-list drawing full pay, while we will have an additional num- 
ber on the retired-list drawing one-half or three-fourths pay. 

Mr. ROBESON, 
will permit me I will say that while the section of the Revised Stat- 
utes referred to may provide as the gentleman states, the law of last 
vear provides that their places shall not be filled until the number has 
been reduced to a certain extent. 

Mr. BLOUNT. While the gentleman from New Jersey [Mr. Rope- 
SON | is on the floor | would like to ask him if he does not understand 
that the number of reductions under the law of last year will soon ex- 
laust itself, while this retiring clause will operate ad infinitum ? 

Mr. ROBESON. The number of reductions will not be exhausted 
for many years. 

Mr. BLOUNT. Whether it requires many years or few to exhaust 
the number of reductions, still it will be exhausted in time, while this 
retirement operates indefinitely. And if the final result is an increase 
of expenditures, then this provision is not in order on this bill. 

Mr. TALBOTT. On this pointof order I desire to call the attention 
of the gentleman from New Jersey [Mr. RopEson] and of the Commit- 
tee of the Whole to the act of August 5, 1882, which provides that 
‘no greater number of appointments into these grades ’’ —referring to 
the grades named in the preceding portion of the act— ‘‘shall hereaiter 
be made each year than shall equal the number of vacancies which has 
occurred in the same grades during the preceding year.”’ 

That provides that from the bottom up, beginning atthe foundation, 
at the Naval Academy, the cadets who have graduated shall be ad- 
vanced according to the number of vacancies above them. The gentle- 
man from New Jersey [Mr. ROBESON ] and the gentleman from Tennessee 
| Mr. ATKINS] seem to forget that when an officer is placed on the re- 
tired-list he fills no vacancy; he is there without rendering service to 
the Government, and if he is retired on sea-pay he receives three- 
fourths of the pay on the active-list. 

This portion of the pending bill does necessarily increase expendi- 
tures to the amount of the difference between the compensation re- 
ceived by the officer in the lower grades when advanced and the amount 
of reduction in pay of the officer when placed on the retired-list; a com- 
modore, for instance, if retired on sea-pay receiving $3,250. 

It is therefore an increase of expenditure for each retirement and pro- 
motion all the way through the grades. I therefore hold that the point 
of order made by the gentleman from Tennessee [Mr. MCMILLIN] is 
well taken, because this provision changes existing law and does in- 
crease expenditures. 

Mr. CANNON. A word on the point of order. A point of order 
must stand or fall on the face of the provision upon which it is made. 


If the gentleman from Tennessee [ Mr. ATKINS] | 





The provision now under consideration on its face will retrench ex- 
penditures in this way: there are certain commodores, certain captains 
and other officers who now receive full pay. This paragraph provides 
that at a certain age those cfficers shall be placed on the retired-list 
| and receive only from one-half to three-fourths of their full pay; that 
they shall be placed on the retired-list at an earlier date than they 
would be under the law as it now exists. From that standpoint, upon 
the face of the amendment, parliamentarily speaking, and in fact as 
well as parliamentarily, the amendment will retrench expenditures. 

Gentlemen come forward and say that they can prove by argument 
that it will increase expenditures, and they go on and say that there 
are certain officers who under the law would be promoted to fill the 
places of those who by this provision would be placed on the retired- 
list, and therefore expenditures would be increased instead of dimin- 
| ished. That is a matter of argument merely. 
| Ihave the right, for the purpose of this point of order, to say that 
/no man would pass an examination for promotion. And I have the 

right to say further that when any of these officers shall go upon the 
retired-list there will beno man in the line of promotion. There isan 
issue of fact. If you want to inquire about that issue of fact, I can 
demonstrate, as I believe, from information I have received after some 
investigation of the subject, that upon the whole this provision wil! 
reduce expenditures. 

But for the purpose of the point of order I do not care to inquire 
| about that, because the point of order must be sustained or overruled 
on the face of the provision. And the provision will operate to place 
these officers at a certain age on three-quarter pay, whereas as the law 
now stands they would for many years continue to receive full pay. 
Therefore I hold that the point of order is not well taken. 

Mr. BRAGG. I desire to say but a single word on this point of order, 
and I will address my remarks directly to the suggestion of the gentle 
man from Tennessee [Mr. ATKINS], a member of the Committee on 
Appropriations. 

In determining this point of order the Chair can not ignore existing 
law. The proposed amendment must be construed with reference to 
the provisions of existing law, which the chairman must necessarily un- 
derstand. It becomes the duty of those who say when they change ex- 
isting law that the change will reduce expenditures, to show that such 
will be the result. 

Now, let us see what are the facts. A commodore upon his retire- 
ment has his pay reduced 25 percent. But the law provides that upon 
the retirement of a commodore a post-captain shall be advanced to the 
rank of commodore. There is at once an increase of the pay of the 
captain. 

Mr. ROBESON. 
so provide. 

Mr. BRAGG. And when the captain is advanced, then comes a licu- 
tenant or lieutenant-commander to be advanced. That will produce 
| a vacancy for the next officer following him to fill up, a ‘master; and 
|- when a vacancy is created in the grade of master, then the officer below 

him is advanced tothe grade of master. When he is advanced, then an 
| ensign is advanced to the grade of master and his pay is increased; and 
| when the ensign is advanced, then comes a midshipman to be advanced 
| to the grade of ensign, and his pay is then increased. 
| It is only by an addition and computation of the increase of the pay of 
| the officers advanced, consequent upon the retirement of one officer at 
| the head of the list, and a comparison of the reduction of his pay with 
the advance inthe pay of the others, that you can determine whether this 
provision will work an increase of expenditures or not. 

Mr. BUTTERWORTH. Is this by operation of law or by appoint- 
ment? . 

Mr. BRAGG. By operation of law. Now, I submit that the ad- 
vanced grade of four or five officers, resulting from the retirement of 
the officer at the head of the grade, would involve in the aggregate « 
greater expense than the reduction made by the retirement of a single 
officer. Therefore gentlemen fail to show what they must demonstrate 
in order to make their proposition in order—that there will be a reduc- 
tion of expenses. It is not for those who oppose the provision to show 
that it does not reduce expenditures; it is for those who support the 
| provision to show that it does reduce expenses by operation of law. 
| But the gentleman from New Jersey says we have no law which pro- 
| vides that certain vacancies shall not be filled until the lists above are 
| reduced to a certain number. It is necessary on the part of those who 
| support this amendment to show the existing condition of the grades, 
| to show that there are no vacancies to be filled, and to follow this by 
a process of reasoning comparing the existing law with the proposed 
law, to show that the great te will be a reduction of expenses. 
This is a question far too iniricate for the chairman of the Committec 
of the Whole to attempt to solve, and to solve in favor of a change of 
existing law upon a bare declaration that if the problem be worked out 
| it will show a reduction of expenditures. 

Mr. WHITTHORNE. Mr. Chairman, itseems to me that this point 
of order lies within avery narrow compass. In the first place, does the 
proposition in the bill change existing law? This is admitted. Sec- 
ondly, does the provision reduce expenditures ? — this point I de- 
sire to look at the facts. Every gentleman must it that the oper- 
ation of this provision will increase the pay of the retired-list; there 
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can beno doubt about that. Why? Because under existing law retire- 
mente are from one of three causes—the attainment of the age of 62 
years, the completion of forty years of service, or disability. This pro- 
Vision a change in the age for retirement, making it, accord- 
ing to rank, at different and lesser ages. Now, I submit to the Chair 
that under this provision a number of commanders, lieutenant-com- 
manders, and lieutenants would go on the retired-list. Every gentle- 
man must agree that in this way the pay of the retired-list will be 


a the question arises, while increasing the pay of the retired-list, 
does this proposition diminish the pay of the active-list in any respect? 
This is a question of fact. I submit that under this provision there is 
to be no diminution of the pay of the active-list; it is a mere pretense 
by which the attention of the Chair and of the Committee of the Whole 
is diverted to raise an issue as to the number on the active-list under 
the law prior to the amendment made at the last session. Take the 
active-list as fixed under the act of 1882, and this proposition will change 
that; but it will not diminish the number on the active-list; there is 
no proposition here to reduce that. The act of 1882, it will be remem- 
bered, provides that graduates of the Naval Academy, if their number 
exceeds the demands of the Navy, shall not be admitted into the serv- 
ice beyond a certain extent; but in this provision you open the sluice 
as it were, and provide for the accumulation in the service of the gradu- 
ates of the Academy. 

I now come to the point made by my distinguished friend and col- 
league from Tennesee [Mr. ATKINS]. He says that for the increase of 
the retired-list we are to be compensated by the early retirment of offi- 
cers who thereby are retired at a less pay. In other words his argu- 
ment is that if you retain a man in the Navy until he becomes a com- 
modore or an admiral he is retired upon $3,500 or $4,500 a year, while 
if you retire him as a lieutenant or a lieutenant-commander he will 
receive from $2,300 to $3,000. Now, it is a matter of fact, not of argu- 
ment, that more men live to be 45 than live to be 62. My friend in 
his arithmetic ought to have noted that while one admiral may be re- 
tired in the course of ten years, or one commodore in the course of eight 
years, you will, under the operation of this bill, retire probably half a 
dozen lieutenants withinthesametime. In doingthis you multiply the 
salaries upon the retired-list, and thereby increase the expenses of that 
list. I submit therefore that looking at this as a question of fact there 
can be no doubt that the provision involves an increase, not a reduction 
of expenditure. 

Mr. BLOUNT. Mr. Chairman—— 

Mr. ROBESON. My friend from Georgia will permit me to say that 
if I had been allowed to perfect this amendment I could have made 
the proposition so clear that there could have been no dispute about it. 
I had proposed to perfect the amendment by inserting the words “‘ until 
the limit of the reduction in the line provided by the act of August 5, 
1882, is reached.’’ 

Mr. TALBOTT. No amendment is in order until the point of order 
is decided. 

Mr. BLOUNT. Ido not know that the modification now suggested 
by the gentleman from New Jersey would alter the question; it seems 
to me the point of order would lie against the proposition as amended 
just as it oe against the provision in its present form. 

The CHAIRMAN. The gentleman from Georgia [Mr. BLounT], as 
the Chair understood, made a point of order upon that part of the bill 
commencing in line 43 and terminating in line 50. 

Mr. BLOUNT. I do not propose to discuss that at all. The Chair, 
i presume, will take up these points in the order in which they were 
made. I proposed to discuss the pending point of order. I desire in 
the first place to call attention to the provision of Rule XXI. 

Nor shall any provision in any such bill or amendment thereto changing ex- 
psy law be in order, except such as, being germane to the subject-matter of 
the bill, shall retrench expenditures by the reduction of the number and salary 
of the officers of the United States, by the reduction of the compensation of any 
person paid out of the Treasury of the United States, or by the reduction of 
amounts of money covered by the bill. 

There is an additional proviso, which is as follows: 


Provided, That it shall be in order further to amend such bill upon the report 
of the committee having jurisdiction of the subject-matter of such amendment, 
which amendment, being germane to the subject-matter of the bill, shali retrench 
expenditures. 


Now, it must appear that there is a reduction of the number and sal- 
ary of the officer, or the amount paid by the bill, or this is not in order. 
If it is simply an amendment which in its general results shall retrench 

, iture then by this proviso it is necessary that general legisla- 
tion shall come from the Committee on Naval Affairs, and there is no 
allegation that the proposition does so come. 

It is alleged by the gentleman from Illinois [Mr. CANNON] that the 
Chair is confined to the face of the amendment to determine whether 
or not there is any reduction of expenditure; that he can not go out 
of it. Why, the very rule carries him out to inquire what is the pres- 
ent legislation—not to take the argument of the mover on the face of 
it, but to ascertain it, and for that purpose to go out and inquire what 
is the ape legislation and whether or not the terms of the amend- 
ment existing law. 

Mr. CANNON. The gentleman from Georgia must be just to me as 
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well as to himself. My point is that you have to ascertain the fact 
whether any one stands in line of promotion. I say, for the purpose of 
this point of order, it is not shown that any one does, and theretore on 
the face of the amendment under the law it does retrench. It is no 
part of the duty of the Chair to go oat to inquire as to a matter of fact 
aliunde the law, but to take the amendment on its face. 

Mr. BLOUNT. Sectiom 1458 of the Revised Statutes provides 

The next officer in rank shall be promoted to the place of a retired officer, ac- 
cording to the established rules of the service; and the same rule of promotion 
shall be applied successively to the vacancies consequent upon the retirement 
of an officer. 

So that the law declares to the contrary of what the gentleman from 
Illinois has stated. , 

There is no question but under the present law there is promotion in 
the grade made vacant by the retired oflicer. 
all the lower grades up to that point. 
the line. 

Mr. Chairman, the law as it now stands provides that officers shall 
not be retired until they are 62 years of age. That is the general pro- 
vision. It expressly declares there shall not go on the retired-list any 
lieutenant-commander, lieutenant, master, &e. This provides that any 
lieutenant-commander of the age of 47 years, or any lieutenant of the 
age of 45 may go on it, and that makes quite a large proportion of the 
number of officers. 

But, says the gentleman from New Jersey [Mr. Roneson], in the 
appropriation bill of 1883 we reduced the number of officers; that is, 
in the bill making appropriation for the fiscal year 1883. I have that 
bill now before me. It provides for a reduction in number of over 
three hundred officers. I do not care to be accurate about it. There 
is a reduction in the number of officers in the Navy. Fora time the 
immediate effect of retirement would not be an increase of expendi- 
tures, for it does not provide for increase in numbers. It stops ad- 
vancement to the extent of the operation of that act; and after a time 
you will have reduced by death and retirement the number of officers 
to its regular condition. Up to that point there would be retrench- 
ment. There is no doubt about it; but after that, after you have 
reached your certain number, to continue forever, unless there shall be. 
other legislation, then comes in and then continues the operation of the 
retirement clause retiring officers down to the grade of lieutenant, at 
various ages, which is now prohibited by law, and continues that opera- 
tion ad infinitum until the law is changed. 

Will the gentleman from Illinois say it is possible, or will the gen- 
tleman from New Jersey say it is possible to make a calculation that 
the effect of this legislation is to retrench expenditures? It can not be 
claimed that there is reduction in the full operation of the law in the 
number and salaries of oflicers; and for that reason, under the general 
thought of retrenchment of expenditure, this committee isnot permitted 
to do it because it comes here without the sanction of the Committee 
on Naval Affairs. 

Mr. RANDALL. I rise tomake a suggestion as to the point of order 
made by the gentleman from Tennessee, and the point of order made 
by the gentleman from Indiana, that by common consent the Chair be 
allowed to decide the point of order, first, as to the paragraph indicated 
by the gentleman from Georgia. Whether that first paragraph be ger- 
mane or not it changes existing law, and it has not been pretended that 
it retrenches expenditures. 

Mr. CALKINS. At the suggestion of the gentleman from Pennsy] 
vania, I will withdraw the point of order I made against the paragraph, 
and will make the point of order against each part separately. 

Mr. BLOUNT. I understand the present point of order is the one 
made by the gentleman from Tennessee [Mr. MCMILLIN}. 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair understands that. 

Mr. BLOUNT. I understand the gentleman from Tennessee makes 
it against the entire section. 

Mr. MCMILLIN. I have no objection to agreeing to the suggestion 
of the gentleman from Pennsylvania. 

Mr. BLOUNT. I desire to discuss the point of order made by my- 
self whenever the Chair comes to consider it. 

The CHAIRMAN. If the Chair desires further discussion on that 
point he will recognize the gentleman from Georgia. 

The Chair thinks he is ready now, as he ever will be, to decide this 
point of order. 

The Chair thinks that the two provisions on which points of order 
have been made are two substantive propositions and must be decided 
each upon its own merits. The point of order made against the proviso 
commencing with line 50 and continuing down to and including line 
57, the Chair will first consider. This is an item making provision for 
the retirement of certain officers at a time not fixed now by law, but 
at an earlier period, and which will have the tendency to reduce their 
pay one-half or one-fourth from that which is now provided by law. 
That being the effect of this provision the Chair thinks that it does 
upon its face retrench expenditures, although that is a matter of fact 
which the Chair is unable for himself to determine, and it may turn out 
upon examination, or in the working of the law, that it does practically 
eventually increase the expenditures. But the Chair, however, in de- 
termining this point thinks that he is only to decide it upon the face 
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of the proviso itself; and upon its face it does retrench expenditures, 
in that it reduces the pay of officers and provides for their retirement 
at an earlier date than that now fixed by law. 

In reference to the other point—— 

Mr. TALBOTT. Ido not wish to interrupt the Chair, but if it is 
now in order I want to enter an appeal from that decision. I do not 
want to be deprived of the opportunity of doing so. 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair will entertain the appeal of the gen- 
tleman from Maryland, but is now ready to decide the other point of 
order, and perhaps the gentleman may prefer to take an appeal from 
both. 

Mr. McMILLIN. I think it will be better that each one should be 
decided upon its own merits. An appeal from both could not be taken. 

The CHAIRMAN, The Chair will entertain the appeal from this 
decision. 

Mr. SPRINGER. Will the Chair allow a word upon this proposition 
which has just been decided by the Chair? 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair has no objection to hearing the gen- 
tleman. 

Mr. ROBESON, I may feel it necessary to reply to the gentleman. 

Mr. SPRINGER. ‘There is no objection to that, I presume. I un- 
derstood the Chair to decide the point of order upon the ground that 
on the face of this proposition itself the pay of certain officers of the Navy 
was diminished, and therefore there was a retrenchment of expenditures 
which prevented this proposition from being obnoxious to the rule. 
The Chair held, as I understand, that it does retrench expenditures, 

The CILAIRMAN. Upon its face. 

Mr. SPRINGER. It is true that the retiring of a particular per- 
son—_— 

The CHAIRMAN, 
the appeal? 

Mr. SPRINGER. Yes, sir. I say it is true that the retirement of a 
particular person may produce a lapse of his salary and the consequent 
retrenchment of expenditures to that extent. But the Chair has con- 
fused in his decision the office with the man. In order to be a reduction 
of expenditures there must have been an abolition of an office. Butthe 
transter of one man from one office to another one, by which his salary 
is reduced to two-thirds or three-fourths pay does not reduce expendi- 
tures or abolish the office, because the office which he left is immediately 
filled by promotion under the law. Ifit was the removing of an office— 
the abolition of the grade—altogether and a reduction from the grade 

of pay of the active-list to the grade of pay allowed on the retired-list, 
the Chair would be right; but, as I have said, the Chair has simply 
confused the oflice with the particular person who may be holding it at 
the time. 

Now, this will be followed immediately under the law by another 
person holding the same office and receiving full pay after this retire- 
ment is made. The person in thegrade below simply steps forward one 
grade and occupies the position from which his predecessor was retired. 
‘The person retired will of course get less pay, but the office will be filled 
by process of law by a person who will get the full pay of that grade. 
There is therefore an inerease of expenditure, for you have the pay of 
the oflice and the pay of the retired-list also. 

Under this rule the Chair must observe that there can be no propo- 
sition changing existing law admitted to be in order on any appropria- 
tion hill unless one of three things pertain to it, and these are specific- 
ally laiddownintherule. The first thing that must appear in a proposi- 
tion changing existing law, in order that it may be in order upon an 
appropriation bill, is that it must retrench expenditures first— 

Ity the reduction of the number and salary of the officers of the United States. 


Now, does this proposition reduce the number or the salaries of offi- 
cers of the United States? It does not. But it must, before it can be 
in order under this clause of the rule, reduce the number and salary of 
officers of the United States. 

Mr. ROBINSON, of Massachusetts. They have less pay. 

Mr. SPRINGER. But it does not reduce the number of officers; it 
increases them and increases in the aggregate the pay. It is therefore 
clearly not in order under this first clause of the rule. Is it in order 
under the second clause— 


By the reduction of the compensation of any person paid out of the Treasury 
of the United States? 

Does itreduce the compensation of any such person? It reduces the 
compensation of the person that may be retired, but another person takes 
his place and receives the same compensation, and there is consequently 
no reduction of expenditures, Does it come in under the third clause, 
namely— 


By tho reduction of the amount of money covered by the bill? 


There is no pretense that it does, and every gentleman upon this floor 
knows and the Chair must know that this bill doesincrease expenditures. 
It enlarges the retired-list, and to the extent that list is enlarged it in- 
creases expenditures. I donot believe, therefore, that there is a gentle- 
man on this floor, not even the chairman of the sub-committee reporting 
the bill, who will dispute the proposition that so far as the bill increases 
or changes existing law it increases the number of persons upon the 
retired-list and creates a new class of persons to be paid out of the Treas- 
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ury in addition to those now paid therefrom, and therefore increases 
expenditures and is obnoxious to the point of order. 

The CHAIRMAN. The question is upon the appeal taken by the 
gentleman from Maryland from the decision of the Chair. Shall the 
decision of the Chair stand as the judgment of the committee ? 

The committee divided; and there were —ayes 70, noes 50. 

Mr. TALBOTT. No quorum; I demand tellers. 

The CHAIRMAN. The point of order being made that no quorum 
has voted, the Chair will appoint tellers. ' 

Mr. TAbBOTT and Mr. ROBESON were appointed tellers. 

The committee again divided; and the tellers reported—ayes, s5- 
noes, 64. 

So the decision of the Chair was sustained. 

Mr. RANDALL. Let us now have the decision of the Chair on the 
point of order made to the other clause. 

Mr. BLOUNT. If the Chair is ready to give his decision, I do not 
desire to take up time in arguing that point of order. 

The CHAIRMAN. The point of order has been made by the gen- 
tleman from Georgia [Mr. BLount] to the proviso commencing with 
line 43 and ending with the word ‘* vessels,’’ in line 50, as follows: 

And no officer shall, in time of peace, be deemed or reported fit to be pro- 
moted to the grade of lieutenant unless he shall have seen four years’ service 
at sea; no lieutenant unless he shall have seen six years’ service at sea as a 
lieutenant; no lieut t unless he shall have seen four years’ 
service at sea as a lieutenant-commander; and no commander unless he sha!! 


have goon three years’ service at sea in command of a United States vesse! or 
vessels, 


The Chair thinks that changes existing law and does not show upon 
its face that it reduces expenditure. The Chair therefore rules it out 
of order. 

Mr. CALKINS. Now I move to strike out the proviso. 

The CHAIRMAN. The gentleman from New Jersey [Mr. Rope- 
SON] is recognized to offer an amendment to perfect the paragraph. 

Mr. ROBESON. I offer the amendment which I send to the desk. 

The Clerk read as follows: 

After the word “ vessels,” on 3, line 50, insert the following : 

* Provided, That until the limit of the reduction in the line which was fixed by 
act of August 5, 1882, is reached, when any commodore shall reach the age of 6!) 

ears, any captain the of 55 years, any commander the oge of 51 years, any 
ieutenant-commander the age of 47 years, or any lieutenant the age of 45 years 
he shall be retired by the President from active service and shall go upon the 
retired-list of the Navy as of the e held by himatthe date of his retirement, 


under the same conditions as if he had been retired for physical disability in- 
curred in the line of duty.” 


Mr. CALKINS. I make the point of order that my motion to strike 
out is in order first, because what has just been read is in the nature ot 
a substitute, and if voted into the bill it would not be in order to strike 





it out. 
Mr. BLACKBURN. Who offered that? 
Mr. ROBESON. I have offered it. I only offered it in that way to 


save time. But withdrawing what has just been read, I offer the 
amendment which I now send to the desk, to perfect the proviso by 
inserting after the word “‘that”’ the following words—— 

Mr. RANDALL. I think it will save a good deal of time to test the 
sense of the House on the motion to strike out. 

Mr. ROBESON. I want to test the sense of the House on a perfected 
proviso, not an imperfect one. 

Mr. RANDALL. I did not suppose the Committee on Appropriations 
would report anything imperfect. [Laughter. ] 

Mr. CALKINS. I desire to make a parliamentary inquiry. 

The CHAIRMAN. The gentleman will state it. 

Mr. CALKINS. I desire to know whether the substitute offered by 
the gentleman from New Jersey is now pending? 

Mr. ROBESON. I did not offer a substitute. 

The CHAIRMAN. The gentleman withdrew what was first read 
from the desk, and now offers the amendment which the Clerk wil! 
read 


The Clerk read as follows: 


After the word “ that,” in line 50, insert the following: 
“ Until the limit of reduction in the line which was fixed by the act of Con- 
a a * pbbeeeaell 


also, That until the limit of the reduction in the line which was 
fixed by the act of Congress of August 5, — a, when any commodore 
n o' 





shall reach the age of 60 years, any captai' 55 years, any commander 
the age of 51 years, any lieut t t of 47 years, or any lieu- 
tenant the age of 45 years he shall be retired by the lent from active serv- 
ice, and shail go upon the retired-list of the Navy as of the grade held by him 
at the date of retirement.” 


Mr. ROBESON. The words contained in my amendment head the 
proviso. The effect of it is to confine that provision in time. We have 
already provided by the law of last year that there shall be no promo- 
tions to these grades until they are reduced to a certain point. Now, 
objections were made on the other sideto this clause on the ground 
that, as they said, for every man you put on the retired-list you pro- 
mote a man in his place. The law provides aman shall not be promoted 
to his place until the grade is reduced to a certain number. 

Now, no one will contend this increases tures so long as no 


expendi 
promotions can be had to the places of those retired. I confine it to 
the time when no promotions can be had to those places. 
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Mr. CALKINS. I make the point of order that the motion to strike 
out the entire paragraph which I made first must be first put, because 
the amendment which the gentleman from New Jersey offers is not in 
the nature of an amendment perfecting the clause. 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair thinks the amendment offered by the 

tleman from New Jersey is to perfect the clause, and the motion to 
strike out does not take precedence of the amendment of the gentle- 
man from New Jersey to perfect. 

Mr. ANDERSON. I make the point of order on the amendment of 
the gentleman from New Jersey. 

The CHAIRMAN. It is too late now to make the point of order. 

Mr. BLACKBURN. I have but one word to say in reply to the gen- 
tleman from Indiana. There can be no proposition plainer than this, 
that the friends of a bill have the right to perfect its text in every par- 

h before the opponents of a bill have the right to vote it down. 

Mr. BLOUNT. The amendment of the gentleman from New Jersey 
mitigates the error of the bill, but does not stop it, because when it has 
reached the point indicated the corps of officers stands at the fixed 
number, and promotions come under it and then commences the re- 
tired-list. 

Mr. HISCOCK. If the gentleman from Georgia will permit me—— 

Mr. BLOUNT. Wait a moment. Then comes the increase of ex- 
penditures by reducing the age for retirement and multiplying the num- 
ber of officers after that time. 

Mr. HISCOCK. The amendment limits the operation of the proviso 
to the _ up till that time. 

Mr. BLOUNT. I did not so understand it. 

Mr. ROBESON. This amendment limits the operation of the restof 
the paragraph to that time, and when that time arrives the operation 
of the whole clause ceases. 

Mr. BLOUNT. Then this is only a temporary expedient. 

Mr. McMILLIN. Ihave examined the amendment of the gentleman 
from New Jersey [Mr. RoBEsON], and while I do not believe in the 
doctrine of retiring men in the prime of life and think the whole thing 
ought to be stopped, ought never to have been begun, still if we are 
to have something of that kind we ought to have it in the best possible 
and most acceptable form. The amendment of the gentleman from 
New Jersey makes a great improvement on the text of the bill, and 
those who look for economy in this bill ought not to oppose it, for it is 
right and should be adopted. 

Mr. ANDERSON. I rise to a point of order. 

The CHAIRMAN. The gentleman will state it. 

Mr. ANDERSON. And I have been trying to do so for some time. 
The gentleman from Indiana [Mr. CALKINS], when the gentleman from 
New Jersey [Mr. Robeson] offered his amendment, raised the point of 
order that the motion tostrike out had preference. So soon as the Chair 
decided that the point of order was not well taken, I rose to make a 
point of order against the amendment of the gentleman from New Jer- 
sey. That was the first time when that point of order could be made, 
as another point of order was previously pending. 

I understood the Chair then to say that my point of order was too late. 
Now, my point is that that was the only time which it could come in, 
and therefore it was not too late. I availed myself of the first oppor- 
tunity of making a point of order. 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair thinks that debate had intervened be- 
fore the gentleman from Kansas rose. 

Mr. ANDERSON. It could not regularly have been made before 
that time, because the point made by the gentleman from Indiana was 


pending. 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair will entertain the point of order at 
this time of the gentleman from Kansas, if he states that he rose in 
time to make it. 

Mr. ANDERSON. I do so state most emphatically. 

The CHAIRMAN. The gentleman will state his point of order. 

Mr. ANDERSON. I understood the gentleman from New Jersey 
(Mr. RopEson ] to say that hisamendment did not increase expenditures. 

The CHAIRMAN. The gentleman can not make the point of order 
on what the gentleman from New Jersey said; he must make his point 
of order on the amendment. 

Mr. ANDERSON. If the Chair in the amplitude of his mercy will 
pe “the gentleman from Kansas’’ to do so, he will state his point 
of order. 


The CHAIRMAN. The gentleman will state his point of order. 





Mr. ANDERSON. It is that the amendment proposed by the gen- 
tleman from New Jersey changes existing law and does not retrench 
ex itures. 

CHAIRMAN. The Chair overrules the point of order. 

Mr. ANDERSON. I supposed he would. [Laughter.] 

Mr. BRAGG. I rise to inquire of the gentleman from New Jersey 
(Mr. RopEgson] the purpose of his proposed amendment. I understand 
that this House decided, under the lead of the gentleman from New 
Jersey, that the ruling of the Chair was correct, to the effect that the 
proviso did reduce expenditures, even if it changed existing law at the | 
same time. The House by its vote decided that the point of order 
against the proviso was not well taken, and, as I have said, did so un- 
der the lead of the gentleman from New Jersey. 








Having so decided, the decision of the Chair and of the House being 
that the proviso in effect was what the gentleman from New Jersey 
now proposes to make it, a reduction of expenditures, I w'sh to in- 
quire of the gentleman if the amendment he has now proposed is not in 
effect and in purpose a proposition to cure the ruling which he himself 
now admits was wrong, which was sustained by this House under his 
lead, and seeing the ruling was wrong he now proposes to substitute 
words which will correct the ruling which he has had go upon the record 
as a correct ruling. 

Mr. ROBESON. The gentleman misunderstands my purpose. The 
ruling of the Chair was obviously correct, to any reasoning mind. 

Mr. BRAGG. Reasonable. 

Mr. ROBESON. But there are some minds so constituted that they 
never can see anything correct in the judgment of others, And there- 
fore when I undertook to offer this amendment I made it with the sin- 
gle purpose of increasing the reduction of expenditures to be wrought 
by this proviso. 

I contended on the floor before, I contend now, and it has been de- 
cided by a vote of this House, that the provision as it stood in the bill 
reduced expenditures. I have now, for the purpose of perfecting that 
provision, as I offered to do before the gentleman opposed it, offered 
an amendment which makes it so clear that it does reduce expendi 
tures that the very gentleman who made the point of order against it 
now admits it. I appeal to this House and to the record that I en 
deavored to do so before the debate sprung up in order to save time and 
to enlighten the comprehension of gentlemen who are not too dull but 
who do not desire to understand. 

Mr. RANDALL. Now let us have a vote. 

Many MEMBERS. Vote! Vote! 

Mr. BRAGG. Mr. Chairman 

The CHAIRMAN. Time for debate upon the pending amendment 
has been exhausted. 

Mr. BRAGG. I move to strike out the last word. I have nodoubt 
that I am addressing myself to minds upon which reason will produce 
but little effect. Still, in justice to myself and those whom I repre 
sent, I deem it my duty to say that I am opposed to this entire provis 
ion, before it is amended and after it is amended. 

We ordinarily see men who have led a long life as they approach 
their death-beds show some signs of repentance for the sins which they 
have committed. Before the Republican party came into power in this 
House, on its last tenure, its members day by day and night by night 
read us lessons upon the gross impropriety and the revolutionary ten 
dency of legislation on appropriation bills. I had hoped, as they were 
now approaching their exit from power, that they would be willing to 
practice what they preached when they were before out of power. 

Thad hoped that the Committee on Appropriations would cease to 
attempt to absorb the powers of all the committees of this House, and 
that the committee having in charge the naval establishment and the 
committee having in charge the army establishment would be permit- 
ted to prepare such legislation as to their minds seemed proper, after a 
careful digest of all the laws relating to the subject, and recommend it 
to the House for passage. And if such legislation were not able to be 
reached in the ordinary course of legislation through the House, I had 
hoped that those committees would be permitted to recommend the 
necessary legislation to be adopted on an appropriation bill, as the rules 
of the House prescribe it might be, so that we would have wisely con- 
sidered legislation affecting these two establishments whose well o1 
ganization and proper administration bring so much honor to the na 
tion, and so much disgrace to it if they are improperly conducted. 

I had hoped that this tinkering—tinkering, I say, for it is nothing 
else—upon general appropriation bills would cease. Why? Becauss 
it does seem as if when gentlemen get upon the Appropriations Commit 
tee, if they have a feeling against any particular portion of either o! 
these establishments, they absorb the duties of the committee having 
the establishment in charge and seek to satisly some private gricvanc 
by the adoption of some single proviso upon a general appropriation bill 
which may hit some person or office desired to be hit and at the same 
time disorganize the whole establishment because the whole law is not 
amended at the same time to make it consistent with the amendments 
proposed upon such a bill. It is for this reason I am opposed to legis- 
lation on this subject at this time upon this bill or any other appropria 
tion bill. 

The Naval Committee have made no such recommendation. To them 
this House has given the consideration of the organization of the Navy 
and the provision for its maintenance. ‘The members of that commit- 
tee were selected by the Speaker of the ILouse, presumably, because the) 
were competent, because they had experience and knowledge, because 
they would have time to consider the whole subject of the organization 





of the Navy. They have made no recommendation whatever upon thi 
subject. They have not asked the Appropriations Committee to inte: 
fere; and interfering as they do on the face of this bill the Appropria 


tions Committee absorb what does not belong to them, whai the rul 
of this House do not give them in charge, and what the vote of th 
House ought signally to condemn. 

[Here the hammer fell. ] 

Mr. HISCOCK. ‘To that part of the gentleman’s speech which isin 
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the way of a lecture, I shall make no reply. The ups and downs of 
politics are always very likely in the end to make all things even; and 
I shall trust to the future to make proper response to the gentleman’s 
criticisms. 

Now I desire to call attention very briefly to the precise effect of this 
provision as amended by the gentleman from New Jersey. In the 
naval appropriation act of last year it was provided that the line of the 
Navy should be reduced in the aggregate one hundred and fifteen; that 
there should be a reduction of four rear-admirals, fifteen commodores, 
five captains, five commanders, six lieutenant-commanders, thirty lieu- 
tenants, twenty-five masters, and twenty-fiveensigns. This reduction 
could only be made by a failure to promote from the lower grades to 
vacancies occurring in the superior grades. The present provision 
means simply that, in aid of the reduction provided in the act of last 
year, officers of these different grades shall be retired at certain ages. 
‘The only effect is to reduce the line more speedily to the limits fixed 
by the act of last year. 

Mr. BRAGG. Will the gentleman point to the rule that gives the 
organization of the Navy incharge of the Committee on Appropriations? 

Mr. HISCOCK. I will point to the rule which came to us from a 
Democratic Congress providing that upon an appropriation bill all leg- 
islation shall be competent which is in the interest of economy, which 
reduces the nuinber of officers and the amounts to be paid to them. 

I am not quarreling with that rule; nor am I defending it. We took 
the rule as it came to us from the preceding Congress; we have not 
changed it in any respect to improve it or to mar it. 

There is but a single question to be passed upon by the Committee 
of the Whole in connection with the pending proposition: Is the Navy, 
so far as regards the line, top-heavy? You have struck down the staff. 
Under this very rule legislation has come in here which has had that 
effect. The staff has been reduced; and provision has been made for 
filling vacancies in it from the line. I repeat, that members of the 
committee may take notice of it, the only effect of the provision now 
pending is more speedily to reduce the line to the limits which you 
last session said were proper limits. After the fullest and most ample 
discussion you fixed those limits; we have simply provided another 
method in connection with the mode then adopted for reaching those 
limits. 

Mr. HUMPHREY. Let me ask the gentleman one question. Did 
not the Forty-fifth Congress, upon the recommendation of the Appro- 
priations Committee, cut down the appropriation for salaries of certain 
Territorial officers from $3,000 to $2,600, the law having fixed the sala- 
ries at $3,000; and has not the Supreme Court decided that this appro- 
priation of $2,600 constituted a reduction of the salary ? 

Mr. HISCOCK. ‘There has never been any time, so far as I know, 
when it has not been held competent to reduce the number of officers 
in any service, and at the same time to reduce the compensation to be 
paid to those officers respectively. 

Mr. HUMPHREY. There is a statute fixing the salaries. 

Mr. HISCOCK. Certainly. 

Mr. HUMPHREY. And it is vicious to change it in this way. 

Mr. RANDALL. Mr. Chairman, the language of the gentleman from 
New York [Mr. Hiscock] who has just taken his seat would seem to 
imply that he takes warrant for this amendment from the action of 
former Democratic Congresses in connection with this subject. I com- 
mend the rule to which he has referred; but I wish to say that if my 
memory is correct those who controlled the Forty-fourth, Forty-fifth, 
and Forty-sixth Congresses never made any assault upon the personnel 
of either the Army or the Navy. Those Con maintained the 
right to say that the Army should not be employed where civil officers 
of the Government were required to perform certain service by author- 
ity of law. 

Mr. CALKINS. The gentleman will allow me to say that there were 
successive amendments proposing to cut down the Army even to 9,000. 

Mr. RANDALL. That was to be done by expiration of the terms of 
enlistment. 

Mr. CALKINS. Nevertheless, the assault was made in that way 
upon the personnel of the Army. 

Mr. RANDALL. No, sir. Here is an indiscriminate assault made 
upon commissioned officers who have rendered service to the Govern- 
ment; andso far as naval officers are concerned, this assault comes from 
one whose duty was formerly to protect them in their commissions. 

Now, we never did it so faras I remember. But, Mr. Chairman, as 
the committee has entered upon that of course we must judge each for 
himself and discriminate in reference to each amendment which seeks 
to reduce these officers of the Navy. As to the propositions which are 
proposed to retire them absolutely and send them adrift, we must, I say, 
judge whether it is proper or not to do so as each point is presented, 
and as individual a we must vote on the subject as our judg- 
ments shall dictate. But I simply rose to correct the gentleman from 
New York when he implied we had made an assault upon the Army 
and the Navy. 

Mr. HISCOCK. I did not intend to insinuate or charge that the 
gentleman from Pennsylvania or his party had done so. 

Mr. RANDALL. I am glad to hear you say so. 

Mr. HISCOCK. But, Mr. Chairman, since I am on my feet I will 





say, so far as the Navy is concerned, if it should be reduced it is no 
more sacred in my eyes than the clerks in any of the Departments, no 
more privileged than the officers of any other branch of the Govern- 
ment. And so far as the Army is concerned, if it should be reduced, 
that branch of the service is no more sacred than any other branch of 
this Government. I care not what branch of the Government it is. If 
a reduction can properly be made I will join hands with the gentleman, 
as I always have joined hands with the gentleman from Pennsylvania, 
in making such reduction. It is a matter of entire indifference with 
me, I repeat, whether it be the Army or the Navy, or the civil staff, if 
you find it is top-heavy, that too much money is being paid, we should 
make the reduction, and make the proper reduction on the appropria- 
tion bills. 

Mr.CANNON. Ionly want opportunity, Mr. Chairman, toadd a word 
to what has been stated already. Now, during the general debate on this 
naval appropriation bill, I sat for an hour and listened to my eloquent 
friend from Indiana [Mr. CALKINS] talk about the top-heaviness of the 
Navy, and then for an hour to my colleague from Illinois [Mr. Toms], 
and after him I heard the gentleman from Kentucky [Mr. Knorr], to 
whom I always listen with pleasure, all urging the necessity of some 
measure of relief to cure the top-heaviness of the Navy. It is admitted 
that the Navy is top-heavy. Everybody seems to agree tothat. But, 
sir, the very moment we come in, under the rules of this House, with 
a proposition to correct the evil, or to walk in that direction if you 
choose, not to put them out at once but merely to provide for the grad- 
ual thinning of them out; not to put them out without pay but to grad- 
ually thin them out by retiring them at an earlier age than under the 
law as it now stands, then we find some of these very gentlemen who 
roared so loudly in the index, when it comes to the real work, opposing 
the very measure which we have brought forward. 

Mr. STEELE. Will the gentleman yield to me for a question? 

Mr. CANNON. Yes; for a question. 

Mr. STEELE. Does the gentleman consider it is a proposition look- 
ing in that direction to retire men in the prime of life to be supported 
by the Government as retired naval officers? 

Mr. CANNON. In reply to that question, Mr. Chairman, I would 
say, if I could without absolute injustice I would absolutely thin out 
the Navy just the same as I would thin out any Department in thiscity, 
and just the same as I would thin out any other service. But we are 
more lenient to the Navy than to other Departments of the Government 
when they are top-heavy, for it is proposed these officers shall be retired 
at 47, 45, 60, and 62 years; not to retire them without pay, but after 
they have had years of full pay we then propose to retire them upon 
half-pay. Now, for one I have no apology to make. 

Mr. McMILLAN rose. 

Mr. O'NEILL. Let me interrupt the gentleman for just one moment. 

The CHAIRMAN. To which gentleman does the gentleman from 
Illinois yield? 

Mr. CANNON. I have but five minutes and the time is almost gone. 
But, sir, I have time to finish my sentence. I have as much pride in 
the fame of the Navy and in the credit of any service of the Govern- 
ment as any other American citizen, but I can not stand here as a mem- 
ber of this House and see barnacles fasten on this service without mak- 
ing an effort at least to remove those barnacles. I want to protect the 
Navy and every other public service, and I want to do it because I am 
proud of it. I want, in protecting it, to see that it is adapted to the 
wants of the country, and that in time of peace it is not built up and 
fostered unduly on the strength of what it accomplished in time of 
war, so that by and by an indignant and long-suffering people will rise 
in their might and go further perhaps than they ought in curtailing it. 

Mr. HOLMAN rose. 

The CHAIRMAN. Debate is exhausted. 

Mr. HOLMAN. I move to strike out the last word. Now, Mr. 
Chairman, debate has been indulged in this morning as to the policy or 
impolicy of legislation on appropriation bills. It seems to have been 
assumed that that is not a wise policy, that appropriation bills should 
appropriate money simply to carry out the provisions of existing laws. 
This side of the House can not take any such ground. The amendment 
of the rules in this regard occurred early in the Forty-fourth Congress. 
What is now incorporated in the rules as the third clause of Rule X XI 
is specially a Democratic measure. It had been for years before. It 
was aoe fades rules for the express purpose of enabling Congress on 
—— bills to reform abuses, to carry out reforms in the admin- 
istration of the Government, and especially where such propositions in- 
volved curtailment of expenditures of the Government. 

Now, sir, the history of that rule is very well known to a number of 
gentlemen present in this House. It was designed to facilitate legisla- 
tion upon appropriation bills. Its very terms express that idea, and its 
provisions were well recognized as wor harmoniously and advan- 
tageously throughoutall the Forty-fourth Congress. Idoubt,sir, whether 
there was an appropriation bill passed by that Congress, and but few 
in subsequent Congresses from that to the present, in which important 
measures involving reforms in the administration of this Government 
were not secured. It must be manifest to any gentleman who has 
watched the course of legislative reforms here that these reforms are 


more to be expected and more certainly secured through provisions in- 
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on appropriation bills than by any otherchannel. Not because 
of the reason that appropriation bills must in the very nature of things 
anyhow; but because every member of the House must see at once 
when we come to the appropriation of the money-making provision for | 
public expenditures exactly how the proposed reform will operate upon 
the subject in the appropriations then being made. Nothing can more 
effectually, more successfully, or more clearly bring the subject of reform 
to the attention of the House than the bringing of it forward in con- 
nection with an appropriation of the publicmoneys for any specific pur- 
For my own part I am glad to see any reforms come from either 
side of the House in the matter of the expenditures of this Government. 
All men agree that our Navy embraces too large a numer of officers, 
and the Army likewise. There is no difference of opinion upon that 
point; and the pride with which the American people contemplate their 
Army and Navy does not result from a desire to carry out the policy by 
which either shall be enlarged unnecessarily and unwisely, and the 
Treasury thereby depleted without rendering any service to the pub- 
lic. There is no gentleman, I trust, in the Army or Navy who holds 
his place without considering it as an honor to belong to the service, 
without regard to pecuniary considerations. 

Mr. CALKINS. Will my colleague yield to me for a question? - 

Mr. HOLMAN. Not now;inamoment. The honor of this Gov- 
ernment rises above the mere monetary considerations; and I am glad 
to note the attempts that have been made in the last and the present 
session of Congress on these appropriation bills to reduce the appropria- 
tions in some respects within reasonable limits and at the same time 
with due regard to men long in the public service and to the burdens 
arising therefrom, which now unnecessarily rest upon the public Treas- 
ury. And I feel confident, Mr. Chairman, from the tone of sentiment 
universally pervading the Democratic party in its past history and at 
the present time that it will cheerfully take up the line of retrench- 
ment and reform which it began when it was in power in this Govern- 
ment, and which in some degree is shown here, and carry it out to its 
proper results. I yield now to the question of my colleague. 

Mr. CALKINS. Ionly desire to know whether my colleague was 
not chairman of the Committee on Appropriations when this rule was 
amended as it is now? 

Mr. HOLMAN. That rule, let me say to my colleague, wasadopted 
among the very first acts of the Forty-fourth Congress. 

Mr. CALKINS. And my colleague, as I understand it, was chair- 
man of the Committee on Appropriations. 

Mr. HOLMAN. Not at that time; but I had the honor to submit 
that rule to the House long before that Congress was organized. It 
had been before Congress time and again before that. 

Mr. CALKINS. Then let me ask one question further, whether or 
not my colleague does not know that this rule does allow the Appro- 
priations Committee to absorb nine-tenths of all the legislation done by 
Congress ? 

Mr. HOLMAN. Not necessarily. The rule is most valuable in 
facilitating amendments and open to every member. 

Mr.CALKINS. And also whether under it he does not think that 
this House consists merely of the Speaker and the Appropriations Com- 
mittee, all the rest of it being practically the fifth wheel of the 

9 

Mr. HOLMAN. No,sir; I do not think any such thing. And hap- 
pily this House is s0 open to measures and in opportunities for discus- 
sion that any and every member, especially on appropriation bills, can 
have a hearing in due form, and no committee can monopolize its busi- 
ness or control its actions. 

No man has stadied carefully the subject of appropriations of the 
public money as carried on by this Government who does not know that 
whenever you separate, largely or materially, the instrumentalities 
through which measures providing for the appropriations of money are 
brought before the Houses you defeat the idea of reforms so far as econ- 
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The Clerk read as follows: 

After the word “retirement,” in line 57, insert; 

* Provided also, That officers of the Navy who served in the late civil war shall 
be exempt from the provisions of this section.” 

Mr. ROBESON. [accept that. I think it is a good amendment. 

I now move that the committeg rise. 

The motion was agreed to. 

The committee accordingly rose; and the Speaker having resumed 
the chair, Mr. PAGE reported that the Committee of the Whole House 
on the state of the Union, having had under consideration the naval 
appropriation bill, had come to no resolution thereon. 


ENROLLED BILI. SIGNED. 

Mr. ALDRICH, from the Committee on Enrolled Bills, reported that 
the committee had examined and found truly enrolled a bill of the fol- 
lowing title; when the Speaker signed the sam 

A bill (H. R. 1294) more effectually to suppress gaming in the Dis- 
trict of Columbia. 


NAVAL APPROPRIATION BIL! 


Mr. ROBESON. I move that when the House resolves itself again 
into Committee of the Whole House on the state of the Union tor the 
consideration of the naval appropriation bill the debate on the pending 
paragraph and all amendments thereto be limited to fifteen minutes, 

Mr. BLACKBURN. Say twenty minutes, in order that the time 
may be fairly divided. 

Mr. ROBESON. Very well; I will modify my motion so as to make 
the time twenty minutes. 

Mr. HISCOCK. I think it would be better to make the time ten 
minutes, which can be easily divided. I move to amend the motion so 
as to limit the time to ten minutes. 

The question being taken on Mr. Hiscock’s amendment, it 
agreed to. 

The motion of Mr. RoBESON as amended was agreed to. 

Mr. ROBESON. I move that the House resolve itself into Commit 
tee of the Whole House on the state of the Union for the purpose of 
proceeding with the consideration of the naval appropriation bill. 

The motion was agreed to. 

The House accordingly resolved itself into Committee of the Whole 
House on the state of the Union, Mr. PAGE in the chair, and resumed 
the consideration of the bill (II. R. 7314) making appropriations for the 
naval service for the fiscal year ending June 30, 1884, and for other 
purposes. 

The CHAIRMAN. The House is now in Committee of the Whole 
for the purpose of further considering the naval approprfation bill. By 
order of the House all debate on the pending paragraph and amend 
ments thereto has been limited to ten minutes. 

Mr. ROBESON. Inorder that a fair division of the time may be had, 
as I desire to make a few remarks on my own part, I hope some prope1 
| recognition will be made on the other side. 
| Mr. HISCOCK. 
| to defend the bill. 

The CHAIRMAN. Does the gentleman from Pennsylvania [ Mr. 
CURTIN ] desire to be heard in support of his amendment ? { 

Mr. CURTIN. I understand my amendment is accepted, \ 

Mr. BLACKBURN. The gentleman in charge of the bill has the 
right under all precedents to divide the time as he pleases. 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair will recognize any gentleman who 
rises and addresses the Chair to debate this bill. 

Mr. CURTIN. My amendment is accepted ? 

Mr. ROBESON. I beg the gentleman’s pardon. 
cepted his amendment I thought it said * 

Mr. CURTIN. It says ‘‘served.”’ 

Mr. ROBESON. That includes all the Navy ofticers. 


was 





I suggest that five minutes of the time be reserved 


When I said I ae- 


wounded.,’’ 





omy is concerned, and extravagance will run riot. It must be so in 
the very nature of things, for to secure economy the expenditures must 
be considered together. 

Mr. ROBESON. I move that the committee do now rise, witha view 
when we shall go inte the House of offering a motion to limit debate 
upon this clause and amendments. 

Mr. BLOUNT. Let us have a vote upon the proposition of the gen- 
tleman from Indiana [Mr. CALKrNs], and I think we canagree to limit 
debate without going iuto the House. 

Mr. CURTIN. I desire to offer an amendment. 

Mr. ROBESON. I insist upon the motion. 

Mr. CURTIN. I have an amendment prepared which | wish to offer. | 
TheCHAIRMAN. The gentleman from New Jersey has been recog- 
nized by the Chair to move that the committee do now rise. 

Mr. ROBESON. The gentleman from Pennsylvania can offer his 
amendment when we go back into committec. 

Mr. CURTIN. I desire to be heard upon it. 

The CHAIRMAN. The gentleman from Pennsylvania will send up 
his amendment. The Chair will cause it to be read, and it will be con- 
sidered as pending. 

Mr. HISCOCK. J demand the regular order. 

The CHAIRMAN. This is the regular order. 





The Clerk will read. 


| they have not provided an effective navy, as it 


The CHAIRMAN. Does the gentleman from Pennsylvania [| Mr. 
CURTIN } desire to be heard in support of his amendment ? . 

Mr. CURTIN. Yes, sir. 

The CHAIRMAN. The gentleman from Pennsylvania is recognized. 

Mr. CURTIN. I shall vote against the whole section. Put inas- 
much as the section appears to be oppressive on officers of the Navy, 
I thought it might be well to exempt those who served gallantly in the 
late war from its oppressive operation. 

Mr. Chairman, the Navy is said to be top-heavy, and that remark so 
often reiterated is applied to the officers. It is not their fault that it 
is top-heavy. It is the fault of the representatives of the people that 
isaduty with which they 
are charged. 

This bill seems to provide first for the care and preservation and im- 
provement of two miserable old monitors that whatever money might 
be expended upon would be of no use in a war and that are not an 
ornament in time of peace. It provides for the construction of one 
rapid cruiser, no doubt for our eastern coast, the deseription of which 
is not fully given in the bill. But I presume it is to be constructed on 
some new plan as yet undeveloped; that it is to be a hive, if it is yet 
to be named; so that if we get into a war, navies of the world may be 
hived by your rapid cruiser and then your two great monitors will de 
stroy them when they are hived and brought toourshores 


] 
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She will be built no doubt of polished steel. She will have a cloud 
of sails in the air. She will have engines of steam and lightning, and 
away down in her hold the Keeley motor, no longer a myth and mys- 
tery. [Laughter.] So that human ingenuity will be exhausted in 
making this hiver of ships to be destroyed by these monitors, around 
which the affection of so many members of this House seems to linger 
as it would about the coming spring opening in morn the smiles of 
earth in flowers. 

If your Navy is top-heavy donot fall on your officers, who are inno- 
cent of the statesmanship and foresight which humiliate our Government 
by the absence of ships to employ them and who served you gallantly 
in all your wars; for remember, when your Capitol was burned, when 
your army surrendered in Canada, when your coasts were ravaged by 
the enemy in the war of 1812, afew gallant, great, and glorious sailors 
improvised a navy, went onthe high seas, brought our country intocon- 
sequence by their wonderful success, illustrated their valor on the decks 
of their ships, and lowered the flagof the proudest nation in the world. 
We are notexempt from the destiny of nations. A warmay comeagain; 
and in the uncertainty of human affairswho can tell when? Ourcoast 
is exposed. An enemy can enter from the Caribbean Sea, where we 
have no possessions, by the Antilles, into the great Gulf bordering the 
southern line of our richest States; and remember that foreign coun- 
tries have possession of the Azores, the Bermudas, the Bahamas; that 
our whole coast is bordered by islandsowned by foreign countries. And 
who knows when a war will come, and we may need ships and officers? 
Who knows what effect the death of the old Emperor of Germany might 
have upon the peace of Europe? 

Tell me that we might not be involved in war! Why, there isa bill 
now pending to settle claims of French spoliations of 1801, in the time 
of the First Napoleon; and if from the throes of the French Revolution 
we became engaged in the war of 1812, we cannot tell what the settle- 
ment of momentous questions now pending in Europe, constantly im- 
minent and impending, may not bring upon us, considering our large 
and growing foreign intercourse. It is time this people of fifty millions 
and over should assert their power and consequence in the affairs of the 
nations of the world, and let it be known that we are prepared for war 
or peace, while we desire peace. And we know that war, if it does 
come, will come upon the water; and he who fails to realize that has 
failed to learn the history of the past, the condition of the present, and 
our duty. Besides that, no man can study the history of commerce and 
trade in the past and justly realize the present, without feeling that in 
the near future there must be a connection between the Atlantic and 
the Pacific Oceans over or through the isthmus separating North and 
South America. If that connection is ever made, I trust it will be un- 
derstood that the flag of this country will float over it, its beginning 
and its end, assisted by the gunsof our Navy, which we should build, and 
that it will be controlled and dominated, as shall be known by all the 
world, by the Government of the United States, which all other powers 
shall acknowledge. [Applause. ] 

[Here the hammer fell. ] 

Mr. ROBESON. I now yield for a moment to the gentleman from 
Ohio [Mr. Roprnson]. 

Mr. ROBINSON, of Ohio. I desire to say a single word in support 
of the motion of the gentleman from Indiana [Mr. CALKINs] to strike 
out this proviso. 

I consider it very unjust to any naval officer who has been promoted 
to the rank of captain, lieutenant-commander, or commander, to mus- 
ter him out at an age when he has just reached the full measure of his 
usefulness and maturity. It is unjust to these men, after having been 
educated by the Government for this special service, to discharge them 
at that period of life. 

I therefore trust that the members of this House, in consideration of 
the meritorious services which these gallant men have rendered the 
country in times past, will vote to strike out this provision of the bill. 

Mr. ROBESON. The question before the House isa very simple one. 
It is admitted that this naval service should be reformed; that there 

awe too many officers in it; that the service has too much dead wood in 
it. The Navy itself admits that and asks to be clear of it; that is, the 
Navy as a service. But as individuals each man is afraid he will be 
found to be dead wood, and therefore as individuals they oppose it. 
The other side of the House admit it, and say they are in favor of re- 
ducing the number of officers; but they seem disposed to fight every 
proposition that is submitted to do it practically. 

Now, gentlemen, the whole question is this, and you may as well de- 
cide it; it is of no interest to me: Do you want a navy of old gentle- 
men or do you want a navy of young, active men? That is all there is 
In it 

Do you want to keep this list of officers as it is, so that like a flock 
of sheep every midshipman who enters the service does so with the ex- 
pectation that he will go out of the door finally a rear-admiral; do you 
want the service to be like a flock of sheep, a thousand of which will 
come up toa gate that will only let through one at a time, and they 
will all stand crowding there until they go through one by one? Do 
you want the Navy to be like that, so that each officer as he gets through 
the gate of rear-admiral has only a month or two of active service before 
he is placed on the retired-list? Or will you take such lenient, such 
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just, such wise measures as can be devised, so as to let these gentlemen 
out of service as their time of usefulness goes by ? 

It is proposed by this bill to retire a lieutenant at 45 years of age. 
What gentleman in this House at the age of 45 would like to perform 
a lieutenant’s duty? What gentleman here would like to stand upon 
the deck of a ship in storm and tempest, with four or five watches in the 
twenty-four hours, take his tour around the deck, go on boat service 
in a storm and tempest, board ships at sea, go aloft if necessary to show 
the sailors an example of activity—what man of 45 years here within the 
sound of my voice is fit to discharge these duties at sea? 

Now, gentlemen, be practical about this matter; understand it. Do 
you want a navy of respectable old dead-heads, or do you want a navy 
of active, energetic men? Do you want men who have ambition, do you 
want men who see before them a chance of arriving at a rear-admiral’s 
place before they are ready to die? 

Do you want men who will enter the service and pursue it with the 
idea that attention to their duties, efficiency, aptitude in their profes- 
sion will conduce to their promotion, with the idea that courage and 
perseverance will give them advancement? Or do youwant men to go 
into the Navy knowing that it makes no difference what they do, the 
old- moss-backs before them will be promoted and they will go up 
whether they do anything or not? 

Mr. KASSON. Allow me to say that the gentleman from New Jer- 
sey himself shows an energy that would do honor to any lieutenant. 
{ Laughter. } 

Mr. ROBESON. I have renewed my youth. [Continued laughter. } 

The CHAIRMAN. The time for debate upon the pending amend- 
ment has been exhausted. 

Mr. REED. I desire tosuggest to the gentleman from Pennsylvania 
[Mr. CurnTIN] whether he will not accept the amendment I have in my 
hand in lieu of his own? 

Mr. CURTIN. Let me hear it. 

The CHAIRMAN. The proposed amendment will be read. 

The Clerk read as follows: 

Provided also, That the time during which any officer was in the volunteer 
navy shall be added to the age nemed ta the preceding proviso, and in no case 
shall the age for retiring exceed 62 years. 

Mr. CURTIN. I would prefer a vote on my amendment; if it is 
voted down, then the gentleman can offer his. 

The CHAIRMAN. The question is upon the amendment of the 
gentleman from Pennsylvania [Mr. CURTIN] to the amendment. 

Mr. ROBESON. I desire to make a parliamentary inquiry. 

The CHAIRMAN. The gentleman will state it. 

Mr. ROBESON. Has my amendment perfecting the original text of 
the bill been yet voted on? 

The CHAIRMAN. It has not been. 

Mr. ROBESON. I would like to have it first voted on. 

The CHAIRMAN. But there is pending an amendment to the 
amendment of the gentleman. 

Mr. ROBESON. Thechairman of the Committee on Naval Affairs [ Mr. 
HARRIS, of Massachusetts] has another amendment to perfect the text. 

The CHAIRMAN. No other amendment can be offered until the 
pending amendments have been di of. There is now pending an 
amendment to the original text of the bill and an amendment to that 
amendment, and no other amendment is now inorder. The Clerk will 
report the amendment of the gentleman from Pennsylvania [Mr. Cur- 


TIN |. 

The Clerk read as follows: 

After the word “ retirement,” in line 57, insert: 

m \ officers of the Navy who served in the late civil war shall 
be exempt from the provisions of this section.” 

Mr. ROBESON. Inasmuch as I said I would accept that amend- 
ment, I desire in withdrawing my acceptance to say that I misunder- 
stood it. I thought it related to those who were wounded in the late 
war; it applies to all who served in the late war. 

The CHAIRMAN. Further debate is not in order. 

The question was then taken upon the amendment of Mr. CURTIN; 
and upon a division there were—ayes 59, noes 52. 


Mr. HISCOCK. I call for tellers. 
The CHAIRMAN. Noquorum having voted, tellers will be ordered. 


Tellers were ordered; and Mr. RoBEsoN and Mr. CURTIN were ap- 
pointed. 

The committee again divided; and the tellers reported that there 
were—ayes 76, noes 66. 

Mr. ROBESON. I do not ask for any further count. 

So (no further count being called for) the amendment to the amend- 
ment was agreed to. 

The question recurring on the amendment of Mr. RoBESON as 
amended, it was agreed to; there being—ayes 53, noes not counted. 

Mr. HARRIS, of Massachusetts. I wish to offer an amendment 
which I suggested some time agoand which I understand is acceptable 
to the Committee on Appropriations. I move to insert after the word 


‘*retirement,”’ in line 57, and before the proviso which has been adopted, 
the words ‘“‘under the same conditions as if he had been retired for 
physical disability incurred in the line of duty.”’ . 

The amendment was agreed to. 
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Mr. KNOTT. I move the amendment which I send to the desk. 

The Clerk read as follows: 

Strike out the word “five” in line 52 and insert “eight;"’ so as it will read 
*any captain the age of 58 years.” 

The amendment was not agreed to. 

Mr. BLACKBURN. I move toamend by inserting after the amend- 
ment last adopted the provision which I send to the desk. 

The Clerk read as follows: 

Any officer of the Navy who shall have been on the active-list longer than ten 
years may, upon his own application, be placed upon the retired-list with half 
ihe sea-pay of his grade, and shall be subject to be employed only in time of 
war, but this provision shall remain in force only until the whole number of 
officers in the Navy is reduced to the number now provided by law. 

The amendment was not agreed to. 

Mr. STEELE. I move to amend by inserting after the amendment 
last adopted the following: 

Provided also, That all officers of the Army upon arriving at the age of.62 
years shall be placed upon the retired-list of the Army. 

Mr. HISCOCK. I make the point of order that this amendment is 
not germane. 

Mr. STEELE. It reduces expenses. 

Mr. HISCOCK. The point is that it is not germane. 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair decides the point of order well taken, 
on the ground that the amendment is not germane. 

MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT. 

The Committee of the Whole rose informally; and Mr. PAysoN havy- 
ing taken the chair as Speaker pro tempore, a message from the Presi- 
dent of the United States, by Mr. PRUDEN, one of his secretaries, an- 
nounced that the President had approved and signed bills and a joint 
resolution of the following titles: 

An act (H. R. 5014) relating to exportation of tobacco, snuff, and 
cigars, in bond, free of tax, to adjacent foreign territory; 

An act (H. R. 833) for the relief of John R. Taggert; 
act (H. R. 4704) for the relief of P. F. Lonergan; 
act (H. R. 804) for the relief of Robert Gorthy and Calvin Green; 
act (H. R. 6627) to authorize the establishment of a free public 
hi in the District of Columbia; 

act (H. R. 1698) for the relief of the heirs of Peter Gallagher; 
(An act (H. R. 7052) making appropriations for the Agricultural De-v 
partment of the Government for the fiscal year ending June 30, 1884, 
and for other purposes; 

An act (H. R. 3506) amending sections 1926 and 1927 of the Revised 
Statutes so as to extend the limits of the jurisdiction of justices of the 
peace in the Territories of Washington, Idaho, and Montana; and 

Joint resolution (H. Res. 308) providing for a change in the name of 
the National Bank of Winterset, in Iowa. 


NAVAL APPROPRIATION BILL. 


The Committee of the Whole House on the state of the Union re- 
sumed its session. 


Mr. WHEELER. I move the amendment which I ask the Clerk to 
read. q 
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The Clerk proceeded to read the amendment; which is as follows: 


Insert after the word “‘ sea,”’ line 42, the following: 

“And no officer shall, in time of peace, be deemed or reported fit to be pro- 
moted to the grade of lieutenant unless he shall have seen four years’ service at 
sea: no lieutenant unless he shall have seen six years’ service at sea asa lieuten- 
ant; no lieut t unless he shall have seen four years’ service at 
sea as a lieut t der; and no commander unless he shall have seen 
three years ’service at sea in command of a United States vessel or vessels: 
Provided, That so much of this act as woes (in time of peace) four years’ 
service at sea as a prerequisite for poet onto the grade of lieutenant, and six 
years’ service at sea as a a nee pee te for promotion above the grade of lieuten- 
ant, and four years’ service at sea as lieutenant-commanderas a prerequisite for 
P ntoan ie above that of lieutenant-commander shall not apply to any 
officer of the Navy who during the term of his service has held himself ready 
and willing to do service at sea, but shall only apply to officers whose failure to 
do service at sea results from applications from themselves for service other than 
service on the sea; and so much of this act as specifies three years’ service at 
sea in command of a United States vessel or vessels as a prerequsite for pro- 
motion to a grade above that of commander shall not apply to any commander 
of the Navy who during the term of his service has held himself ready and 
willing to do service at sea in command of a United States vessel or vessels, 
but shall only apply to those commanders whose failure to do service at sea in 
command of a vessel or vessels results from applications from themselves for 
service other than service on the sea in command of a United States vessel or 
vessels: And further, That any officer of the Navy over whom four 

unior officers have been promoted pursuant to the provisions of this act shall 
placed upon the retired list and shall receive the pay of a retired officer of the 
grade held him at the date of his retirement: Provided further, That this pro- 
vision shall not apply to any officer who has been wounded in action: And pro- 
, That no promotion in the active service shall be made to fill vacan- 

cies caused by retirements under the preceding provisions of this bill. 


Mr. RANDALL and Mr. CALKINSreserved the point of order until 
after the amendment was read. 

Mr. HISCOCK. Mr. Chairman, has not enough of the amendment 

been read to show that itis subject to the point of order already 

ruled upon by the Chair; that being a part of a bill now pending before 
the House it can not be received as an amendment to this bill? 

Mr. WHEELER. If I be permitted to explain the amendment it 
will be seen that it is not subject to the point of order. 








The CHAIRMAN. By order of the House all debate has been lim- 
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Mr. WHEELER. Let my amendment be read. 

The CHAIRMAN. The amendment will be read. 

Mr. WHEELER. It will be seen when read that it is taken out 
from under the point of order by its terms. 

The reading of theamendment-was concluded. 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair thinks the amendment evidently 
changes existing law and does not on its face retrench expenditure, and 
furthermore it contains portions already ruled out as subject to the 
point of order. 

Mr. WHEELER. I appeal from the decision of the Chair. 

The CHAIRMAN. The gentleman from Alabama appeals from the 
decision of the Chair; and the question is, Shall the decision of the Chair 
stand as the judgment of the committee? 

Mr. WHEELER. Can not I have an opportunity to explain the 
amendment? [Cries of ‘‘Order!’’} 

The CHAIRMAN. Debate is exhausted 

Mr. WHEELER. Butis it not in order for me, under the rules, to be 
heard on the point of order? 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair will hear the gentleman from Ala- 
bama on the point of order. The time fixed by the House tor closing 
debate applies only to amendments then pending or to be offered, but 
on the point of order the Chair thinks the gentleman from Alabama has 
a right to be heard. 

Mr. WHEELER. The amendment which I proposed, and which has 
been read by the Clerk, does, I admit, change existing laws upon the 
question of promotion in the Navy; but it is germane to the subject- 
matter of the pending bill. It does retrench expenditures hy the re- 
duction of the salary of officers of the United States and by the redue 
tion of the compensation of a person paid out of the Treasury of the 
United States, and it therefore reduces the amount of the appropriation 
covered by the bill. 

The amendment of necessity reduces and retrenches expenses of the 
Government, because it can not operate without placing officers on the 
retired-list, when their pay will be less than the pay received by them 
at the date of their retirement, and the amendment proposed by me 
specially provides that the vacancies caused by the provisions of the 
proposed amendment shall not be tilled by promoting officers of lower 
grades. 

The Chair in its ruling must have overlooked this feature. I placed 
it in the amendment to bring it squarely within paragraph 3 of Rule 
XXI, which reads as follows: 

Nor shall any provision in any such bill or amendment thereto, changing ex- 
isting law, be in order, except such as being germane to the subject-matter of the 
bill shall retrench expenditures by the reduction of the number and salary of 
the officers of the United States, by the reduction of the compensation of any 
person paid out of the Treasury of the United States, or by the reduction of 
amounts of money covered by the bill. 

If I understood the ruling of the Chair upon the point of order made 
against that portion of the paragraph below line 50, it ruled that the 
points of order were not well taken, because upon the face of the bill 
it appeared that its effect was to retire officers, and that the Chair took 
judicial notice of the fact that a retired officer’s pay was less than that 
of an officer upon the active-list. In that clause and in the amendment 
proposed there was no provision, if I understand them correctly, to pre- 
vent the filling of vacancies caused by the retirement of officers as pro- 
vided by that clause, and if Iam correct upon that point most certainly 
the point of order just overruled by the Chair contained much more force 
than the point of order lodged against the amendment now under con- 
sideration. 

I fully concur with the distinguished gentleman from New Jersey, , 
[Mr. RoBeEson ], in the importance of the infusion of youthful blood into 
the higher grades, and I concur with the Committee on Naval Affairs 
in the desire to make long service at sea anelement to be considered 
in determining promotion by merit. I ama full convert to the view 
that every incentive to emulation in striving for promotion should be 
held out to the officers of our Navy; but my objection to the original 
words of the bill were based upon the fact that power was placed in the 
hands of one man to determine who should do sea-service, and that the 
bill practically makes a few months’ extra service at sea the controlling 
test of excellence, and the wording of the bill makes the failure to doa 
few months’ extra service a bar of itself to promotion, although the of- 
ficer may have specially desired and preferred service on the sea; and 
therefore I feel that before an officer can be prejudiced by- a failure of 
sea-service it should appear that this failure was the result of his own 
choice. 
| The original wording of the bill placed too much power in the hands 





of the Secretary of the Navy. An ofiicer, no matter how deserving, 

| could be kept during an entire life of arduous and efficient service in 
the lower grades, while an officer of less merit could be rapidly pro- 
moted to the highest rank in the naval service 


A favorite of the Department, holding the grade of commander, 
though below the average of his tellow-oflicers in general merit, could 
be kept in command of a vessel at sea for thirty-seven months, while 
| twenty or more commanders of superior merit could be placed on such 
duty that their term of sea-service in command of vessels might not 


ited to ten minutes, and that time having passed further debate is notin | have been more than thirty or thirty-five months, and thus these twenty 


order on amendments to the present paragraph. 


meritorious officers would be ineligible for promotion to the higher grades. 
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They would be practically and effectually swept out of the race and out 


They could not even go before the board to 
So with all the other 


of the line of promotion. 
have their merits and qualifications considered. 
prerequisites. ‘ 

An officer whose record shows service at sea, all of which may have 
been in the balmy breezes of the Mediterranean, and most of it within 
the sound of the gay music of the dance, at Genoa, Rome, Naples, or 
classic Venice—this eflicer would be eligible for promotion, while an 
officer of greater merit of one month’s less service, even though it be on 
the bleak coast of Patagonia or perchance in the frozen waters of the 
Arctic Ocean, would be denied any consideration whatsoever. 

The clause as presented by the Committee on Naval Affairs, with the 
addition of the limitations which I propose, serves a double purpose. 
It gives an incentive to do service, and at the same time protects our 
gallant officers from even the apprehension of injustice. This will 
strengthen the morale of the Navy; and the maintenance of a high mo- 
rale, together with an incentive to excellence, is necessary to the attain- 
ment of that elevated efficiency which should be exacted in the Navy 
of this the most powerful of civilized nations. 

I want to see it brought back to the grand prestige attained by it 
during the Jeffersonian period of our country’s history, from 1800 to 
1860. It was the spirit of those times and the inculcation of the ideas 
to which I allude that gave us such naval commanders as Hull, Decatur, 
Jones, and the gallant Perrys. It was this that gave to the country a 
Farragut and an Admiral Porter, and gave to the confederate govern- 
ment the distinguished Admiral Semmes. 

I want to see the Navy improved in every respect; I want to behold 
the glorious flag of our country float with majestic and exultant grand- 
eur over every sea; I want its mission to be the protection of our com- 
merce, so recuperated that our merchant marine will dot every part of 
every ocean; I want to see that same ratio of increase of our commerce 
by which we were prospered during the Jeffersonian period to which I 
have alluded. 

When Washington became President our shipping was but 201,562 
tons. When Jetlerson became President it had increased to 947,576 
tons, and sixty years later, in 1861, when the Jeffersonian period termi- 
nated, our commerce had increased so that we boasted of shipping 
amounting to 5,539,813 tons. But under a government administered 
by the party now in power it has gradually dwindled until to-day 
scarcely 4,000,000 tons of shipping sail under the flag of our Union. 
The reasons for this decrease in our merchant marine in this great era 
of progress I have no time now to discuss; but while we take measures 
to restore th‘s great element of prosperity for our people, let us at the 
same time see to it that our Navy is prepared to protect and defend 
American rights and American commerce against the encroachments or 
assaults from any foe. 

TheCHAIRMAN. The gentleman from Alabama has appealed from 
the decision of the Chair; and the question now is, Shall the decision 
of the Chair stand as the judgment of the committee? 

The decision of the Chair was sustained; and the amendment was 
ruled out. 

Mr. THOMAS. I offer the following amendment to come in after 
the last amendment which was adopted. 

The Clerk read as follows: 

That mates who have been in the United States naval service for twenty years 
or more, or who may attain the age of 45 years, shall be placed on the retired- 
list of the Navy under the same conditions or provisions of law governing other 
retired officers, 

Mr. HISCOCK. I make the point of order that the effect of this 
amendment is to create a new retired-list. It certainly changes the 
law and does increase expenditures. 

Mr. THOMAS. It does extend the retired-list. 

The CHAIRMAN, The Chair sustains the point of order, and the 
amendment is ruled out. 

Mr. RICHARDSON, of South Carolina. I wish to offer an amend- 
ment, and I ask the House to hear it before the point of order is made 


against it. It comes in at the close of line 62. 
The CHAIRMAN. We have not yet reached that part of the bill. 


Mr. CALKINS. I move to strike out after ‘‘ vessel ’’ down to line 57, 
with all the amendments that have been added thereto. 

The CHAIRMAN, That includes more than was reported by the 
Committee on Appropriations. 

Mr. CALKINS. I move to strike it all out. 

The CHAIRMAN. That is in order, 

Mr. BLOUNT. Would not the gentleman from Indiana apply it to 
the whole paragraph ? 

Mr. CALKINS. I prefer to let it apply to the proviso with all the 
amendments added thereto. 

Mr. ROBESON. That includes all the amendments that have been 
put upon it. 

Mr. CALKINS’s amendment was agreed to. 

Mr. ROBESON. No further count. [Laughter. ] 

The Clerk read as follows: 


That hereafter none of the vacancies that may occur in the various grades in 
the line of the Navy shall be filled by promotion until such be re- 


grades shall 
duced belo-y the numbers fixed by the provisions of the act of Angust 5, 1882. 


i 





Mr. CALKINS. I offer the following amendment: 


That hereafter all the vacancies which shall occur in the various grades of the 
line or staff of the Navy shall be filled by promotion as follows: For each two 
vacancies there shall be one promotion in each of the lower grades until such 
grade shall be reduced below the numbers fied by the provisions of the act of 
August 5, 1882. 

Only a word about this amendment. 

Mr. BLOUNT. I wish to understand whether the consideration of 
this amendment will preclude points of order to the paragraph. 

The CHAIRMAN. It is too late. 

Mr. BLOUNT. I was on the floor for that purpose. 

The CHAIRMAN. After the paragraph has been read, the gentle- 
man from Indiana recognized and his amendment read, and the gentle- 
man on the floor proceeding to debate it, it is too late to make the point 
of order. 

Mr. BLOUNT. I made the point as soon as I could, and no action 
was taken on it. It was certainly my intention to make the point of 
order, and I stepped to the desk, to the Clerk, to get the line of the bil! 
which he had just read. 

The CHAIRMAN. Upon the statement of the gentleman from 
Georgia that he endeavored to make the point of order before thé amend- 
ment of the gentleman from Indiana was offered, the Chair will recog- 
nize him to make it now. The gentleman will state the point of order. 

Mr. BLOUNT. Imake the point of order to that portion of this para- 
graph from line 77—— 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair will interrupt the gentleman to state 
that we are now considering that portion of the bill beginning with line 
58 and continuing to line 62. 

Mr. BLOUNT. Then I was misinformed, I thought the next para- 
graph was under consideration. Of course I make no point of order 
against this paragraph. 

The CHAIRMAN. Does the gentleman from Indiana desire to be 
heard upon his amendment? 

Mr. CALKINS. Fora moment only. The only amendment that is 
made to this paragraph by the proposition I have sent to the desk is a 
provision that whenever there are two vacancies which have occurred 
in either the line or the staff one promotion may be made. That isall 
there is in this amendment. 

Mr. ANDERSON. What is the present law? 

Mr. CALKINS. The present law is that when there are two vacancies 
in the line one promotion may be made. This adds the staff also. 

The CHAIRMAN. The question is on the amendment proposed by 
the gentleman from Indiana. 

The amendment was to. 

Mr. RICHARDSON, of South Carolina. 
which I send to the desk. 

The Clerk read as follows: 

At the end of line 62 add: 

“That the appointment of naval cadets provided for by the act of August 5, 
1882, shall be made by the academic board of the Naval Academy in the order 
of merit upon such tests as shall be determined on by said board, and to be by 
it applied at the conclusion of their six years’ course.’ 

Mr. HISCOCK. I make the point of order upon that. 

Mr. RICHARDSON, of South Carolina. I hope the gentleman will 
hear me upon the merits of the question before he makes the point of 
order. 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair will hear the gentleman from New 
York upon the point of order. 

Mr. HISCOCK. It changes existing law and does not retrench ex- 
penditures. 

TheCHAIRMAN. TheChairthinkstheamendmentis clearly amena- 
ble to the point of order and must rule it out. 

Mr. RICHARDSON, of South Carolina. I desire to be heard upon 
the point of order. 

Mr. HISCOCK. After the Chair has decided the point of order let 
me ask if it is proper to discuss it ? 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair thinks it is not in order after the 
decision has been rendered unless the gentleman appeals. The Clerk 
will read. 

The Clerk read as follows: 

For pay of the retired-list, namely: For forty-six rear-admirals, twenty-one 
commodores, eleven captains, ten commanders, sixteen lieut t nders, 
nine lieutenants, eleven masters, six ensigns, one midshipman, nineteen medi- 
cal directors, three surg £ al, two li rs, two surgeons, four 
passed assistant surgeons, seven assistant surgeons, seven pay directors, two 
pay inspectors, four paymasters, two passed assistant paymasters, one assistant 

ymaster, ten chief engineers, twenty-one passed assistant engineers, twenty- 
hve assistant engineers, eight c lains, six professors of mathematics, one chief 
constructor, three civil engineers, eleven boatswains, nine gunners, eleven car- 
penters, and nine sailmakers; in all, $703,180: Provided, That hereafter all pro- 
motions to the grade of rear-admiral on the active-list shall be made by selection 
from the grades of commodore and captain, and no more promotions to the grade 
of commodore shall be made, that being hereby abolishee : Provided, how- 
ever, That no commodore now in the service shall be reduced in rank or be de- 
prived of his commission by reason of this act: And provided further, That when 
a vacancy in the grade of rear-admiral shal] occur it shall be the duty of the Sec- 
retary of the Navy to convene a board of three officers, not below the grade of 


rear-2dmiral, who shall select the names of five officers not below the grade of 
captain, one of whom shall be nominated by the President to fill the said va- 
nd 


I now offer the amendment 








cancy : provided further, That the senior commodore over whom a junior 
in rank is thus 


promoted may, upon his own application, be placed upon the 
retired-list with the rank of rearonmbal, 
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Mr. CALKINS. Upon that I rise to a point of order. 

The CHAIRMAN. The gentleman will state it. 

Mr. CALKINS. I make the point of order against that provision be- 
ginning in line 84 and ending with line 90, in the following words: 

And provided further, That when a vacancy in the grade of rear-admiral shall 
occur ft shall be the duty of the Secretary of the Navy to convene a board of 
three officers, not below the grade of rear-admiral, who shall select the names 
of five officers not below the e of captain, one of whom shall be nominated 
by the President to fill the said vacancy. 

I call the attention of the Chair to section 2, article 2 of the Consti- 
tution, which provides: 

He [the President] shall have power, by and with the advice and consent of the 
Senate, to make treaties, provided two-thirds of the Senators present concur; and 
heshall nominate, and, by and with the advice and consent of the Senate, shall 
appoint ambassadors, other public ministers and consuls, judges of the Supreme 
Court, and all other officers of the United States, whose appointments are not 
herein otherwise provided for, and which shall be established by law. 

I make the point of order that this is directly in conflict with that 
provision of the Constitution. 

I make the further point of order that it changes existing law and 
does not retrench expenditures. 

Again, I make the further point of order that it is not germane to 
the subject-matter of the paragraph under consideration. 

Now, I do not care to discuss the point of order. It will be ad- 
mitted by all that the Constitution of the United States lodges in the 
President the absolute power to make all appointments to offices that 
shall be provided for by law except such as are vested in the courts 
and in the heads of Departments. 


own selection without being limited or hampered or having his power 
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| in line 84, to the words 
Whenever you create an office the | 
President, under the Constitution, has the right to fill that office by his | 


trenched upon by reducing the number from which he shall make his | 


selection. 

The second point is that this does not retrench expenditures upon 
its face, while it does change existing law. The present law does not 
hamper the President in his selection of any person in the Navy from 
whom he may make the choice. This changes that law and makes 
him appoint one of five officers to be selected for him in the manner 
provided by this paragraph. 

All I desire to say about the third point is this: That it is not ger- 
mane to this paragraph. This is a paragraph making appropriations 
to pay certain officers of the Navy, and I would like to know how the 
selection of a rear-admiral for the Navy is germane toa provision which 
is simply contemplated to make provision for their payment. 

Mr. ROBINSON, of Massachusetts. I hope my friend from Indiana 


will not rely upon his first point, as to the constitutionality of this pro- | 


vision, because I should regret the day when the Chair shall be called 
upon to decide a constitutional question in order to pass upen a point 
of order in connection with an appropriation or any other bill before 
this House. 

I make no reflection, of course, upon the present Chair. I should 
regret under any circumstances to sce such a thing done. I hope the 
gentleman, therefore, will rely upon his other points, which may he 
entirely good, and the Chair can decide upon them. 

The CHAIRMAN. Does the gentleman from New Jersey desire to 
be heard upon the point of order ? 

Mr. BLOUNT. Lhave risen to make a point of order, but will with- 
hold it until the Chair has decided upon that raised by the gentleman 
from Indiana. 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair will decide the point of order. 

Mr. ROBESON. Before that, Mr. Chairman, I desire to say that I 


do not know whether my friend from Indiana relies upon the point of 


order that this provision is unconstitutional or not. If he does rely 
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ity to promote from these commodores while they last and from the 
captains when they are gone, or cither if he chooses. In doing that we 
provide how it shall be done, and the whole subject-matter is one pro- 
vision, one measure. And it is ridiculous to take outa line of it and 
say that does not reduce expenditures, and therefore it is obnoxious to 
the point of order. 

The whole subject-matter, the whole provision upon that subject, 
the one part depending upon the other, is before the committee. This 
whole subject was discussed last session upon this very point and upon 
this very idea it was ruled in and sustained by the House. 

Mr. CALKINS. LTonly want tosay one word. I intend at the proper 
time to follow this up if the Chairshall rule on this point of order, as 1 
presume he will, by a motion to strike out the other provision the gen 
tleman has referred to. 

The CHAIRMAN. The present occupant of the chair presided when 
the last naval bill was under consideration in Committee of the Whole, 
and may have decided as the gentleman from New Jersey suggests. But 
the Chair is now of the opinion that this is an independent provision 
standing by itself, that it does change existing law and does not re 
trench expenditure, and therefore concludes that the point of order is 
well taken. 

Mr. ROBESON. 
apply ? 

The CHAIRMAN. 


To what portion does the decision of the Chai: 


To the clause beginning *‘ and provided turther,”’ 
**said vacancy,’’ in line 90. 
Mr. CALKINS. I desire to make the same point of order to the next 
proviso. 

Mr. BLOUNT. I desire to make a parliamentary inquiry. 

The CHAIRMAN. -‘The gentleman will state it. 

Mr. BLOUNT. I understood from the Chair I would be recognized 
to make another point of order on this paragraph. 

The CHAIRMAN. The gentleman from Georgia [Mr. BLoun?T] 


| entitled to the floor. 


| captain.”’ 
| who receive from $5,000 to $5,000 a vear. 


Navy are unconstitutional, because as the law now stands the President | 


has no selection at all. 


any effect, who is next in order on the list. As the law now stands 


He is obliged to take the man, if the law has | 


whenever a vacancy occurs the next man on the list is appointed as a | 


matter of course. 


Now, then, this only provides a restriction to that, and it comes un- | 


der the general and admitted system of legislation and law-making 
that whenever we provide a body of officers affirmatively depending 


upon law we may regulate within certain defined limits the power of 


the Executive in their advancement from one point to another. 

_I do not care to discuss that constitutional question. It is a very 
nice one. It is one upon which perhaps I might, if it were fairly be- 
fore this House, agree with the gentleman from Indiana. But it has 


Mr. BLOUNT. I make the point of order to the clause beginning in 
line 77 and extending to the word ‘‘captain,’’ in line 79, as follows: 

Provided, That hereafter all promotions to the grade of rear-admiral on the 
active-list shall be made by selection from the grades of commodore and captain 

That provision changes existing law and does not retrench expendi- 
tures. It is a complete True, the gentleman 
from New Jersey connects another proposition with it 
Lhe made 


ommodore shall 


proposition by itself. 


And no promotion to the grade of « 
ing hereby abolished. 

That might stand by itself It is nowise connected with the other. 
There is here a distinet proposition in reference to promotion to the 
grade of rear-admiral by selection from the grades of commodore and 
captain; and that is the provision in this bill changing existing law to 
which I make the point of order that it does not retrench expenditures. 

The CHAIRMAN. Does the gentleman from New Jersey | Mr. Rone 
SON ] desire to be heard on the point of order? 

Mr. ROBESON. Ido. That exactly illustrates what I said before 
There is a proviso that says, in effect, ‘‘ we hereby abolish the grade of 
commodore, and hereafter all promotions that are now made from the 
grade of comntodore shall be made from the grades of commodore and 
Now, that is the direct striking out of twenty-five oGicers 


that prade hx 


Is that reducing expendi 
tures, or is it not? 

But the gentleman from Georgia divides the sentence in the middle 
of a line without taking the whole of the language together, and says: 
‘*So far the sentence does not reduce expenditures, and therefore that 


| portion is liable to the point of order.”’ 
upon that, the whole system of laws which apply to promotions in the | 


Mr. BLOUNT. The gentleman from New Jersey can not, by gram 
matical construction, put two distinct and separate propositions in a 
single sentence and insist they are one and the same provision 
sir, take those words 


Now, ° 


And provided, No more promotions to the grade of commodore shall be made 
that grade being hereby abolished, 


That is a perfect and complete proposition, and the grade of commo 


dore is abolished without the aid of the preceding provision at all. 
Therefore I do not ask the Chair's attention to that provision. My 
point of order does not relate to it. It relates to a distinct provision, 
| to wit: 
That hereafter all promotions to the grade of rear-admiral on the active-list 


been foreclosed by the legislation of more than sixty years and we can | 


not open it here now. 

Upon the other point I suggest that the Chair must look at the para- 
graph as a whole. Here we provide ina continuous paragraph that the 
office of commodore shall be abolished; we provide that that office shall 
be wiped off from the Navy Register and that the paymant of that grade 
shall disappear from the pay-list. Now, then, as the law stands we are 
obliged to provide something else when we do that. We can not make 
that provision and adapt it to the present law without at the same time 
making another provision, because the present law says that the rear- 
admirals shall be promoted from the list of commodores. Therefore 
we have got to make another provision giving the President the author- 





shall be made by selection from the grades of commodore and captain 

That is a distinct proposition of law, working a different purpose 
from what the abolition of the grade of commodor And it isin 
line with the ruling the Chair has been making, and rightly making, 
that it will separate propositions where they are distinct, and rule upon 
them separately, notwithstanding the grammatical construction to 
which the gentleman from New Jersey may resort for the purpose of 
avoiding such a ruling. 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair is ready to rule on the point of ordes 
The Chair thinks the point of order made by the gentleman from Geor 
gia against a portion of the proviso is not welltaken. The Chair thinks 
the whole provision commencing in line 77 

Provided, That hereafter all promotions to the grade of rear admiral on the 
active-list shall be made by selection from the grades of commodore and ecny 


does, 
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tain, and no more promotions to the grade of commodore shall be made, that 
grade being hereby abolished— 

Must be construed as one provision of the bill, and therefore rules that 
it does clearly retrench expenditures and is not subject to the point of 
order. 

Mr. CALKINS. I now make a point of order against the proviso of 
the bill, beginning in line 90 ahd concluding in line 93, as follows: 

And provided further, That the senior commodore, over whoma junior in rank 
is thus promoted, may, upon his own application, be placed upon the retired- 
list with the rank of rear-admiral. . 

I make the pointof order against that proviso that it does not upon its 
face retrench expenditures while it changes existing law. It is the 
same point of order which was sustained by the Chair against the pre- 
ceding proviso, and this must follow that. 

Mr. ROBESON. I donot think there is any question about it, taking 
it as it stands alone. 

Mr. CALKINS. My friend from New Jersey concedes there is no 
question about it, as it stands alone. 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair thinks that the proviso is subject to 
a point of order, and sustains the point of order. 

Mr. CALKINS. I now move to strike out the proviso beginning in 
line 77 and ending in line 81; which is as follows: 

Provided, That hereafter all promotions to the grade of rear-admiral on the 
active-list shall be made by selection from the grades of commodore and captain, 
and no more promotions to the grade of commodore shall be made, that grade 
being hereby abolished. 

I desire to say but a word or two with reference to my motion to 
strike out. I have said repeatedly to the committee and to the House, 
what is only a repetition of what I now say, that to strike down and 
abolish the grade of commodore, which in the Navy stands in exact 
juxtaposition to the grade of brigadier-general in the Army, the two 
grades in the two lines of service corresponding to each other, will be 
working a positive injustice to a class of men who were invited into the 
navy seventeen years ago. 

At that time we told them that if they would enter thenaval service 
this grade of commodore should be open to them. And now, just as 
they are arriving at a point when they can receive this promotion which 
we promised to them years ago, we pro’ to abolish the grade and 
leave them in the rank which they have attained after thislong service. 
I say it is a positive and direct injustice to these men, and I do not be- 
lieve that a Congress friendly to the men we invited into the service at 
that time, who have won their place by gallant and meritorious services, 
will inflict an injustice of that kind now. 

Mr. CANNON. I desire to say but a word or two upon the merits 
of the motion of the gentleman from Indiana [Mr. CALKINS]. Ihave 
been somewhat surprised, during the general debate upon this bill and 
also its consideration under the five-minute rule, at the position taken by 
the gentleman from Indiana [Mr. CALKINS]. He now claims that 
there is a contract in effect between the Government and the officers of 
the Navy that all these different grades should be left open to them to 
which they can be promoted. 

Mr. CALKINS. I did not say that. 

Mr. CANNON, That is in effect the gentleman’s position. I donot 
understand that such a contract in fact or in equity exists. You may 
just as well say that there is a contract, because you have a Navy, that 
you should be in a constant state of war, in order that those officers 
who desire to do so and have the ability may reap glory from it. 

The truth is that this grade of commodore never existed until a very 
late period. As to most of these officers, when they entered the serv- 
ice, the grade of commodore did not exist at all. So that if there is 
anything in the argument of the gentleman as to equity it is equitable 
to strike out this grade, unless the good of the service requires it to be 
continued, 

If the good of the service and the good of the whole people requires 
this grade to be continued, requires that the grade of commodore shall 
remain, then let the grade stand; but if it is not required, then let it 
go out. I have come to think that possibly the people who contribute 
the revenues which pay these officers after all have some rights. 

The gentleman from Indiana [Mr. CALKINs] the other day, when he 
made his speech during the general debate on this bill, as I recollect it, 
proposed to muster out at once and arbitrarily, if he had the power, a 
whole corps of officers with whom there is just as much a contract in 
fact and in equity as there is with those of the grade of commodore. 

I sometimes grow tired of some gentlemen on this side of the House 
and of nearly all the gentlemen on the other side of the House who by 
word of mouth hunger and thirst constantly for reform in the public 
service, for reform in the Navy; yet whenever even a faint response is 
made toward their demand for reform, with words of reform in their 
mouths they are swift to vote against any reform whatever. 

Now, they have the right to do that sort of thing. But I most admire 
men in this House or anywhere else who, if they want the Navy or any- 
thing else to remain as it is, have the courage to march up and say 
so; and not profess to be in favor of reform, and then smite it under the 
fifth rib when we propose to adopt it. 

Mr. BLOUNT. I desire to move an amendment to the proposition 
of the gentleman from Indiana. 





I move to except from his motion to | not be an amendment to perfect the text. 


strike out the words ‘‘and no more promotions to the grade of com- 
modore shall be made, that grade being hereby abolished.’’ 

Re HISCOCK. Is a motion to strike out the entire clause amend- 
able? 

Mr. BLOUNT. I move an amendment to the motion. 

Mr. CALKINS. I make the point of order against the gentleman’s 
amendment that the whole includes the parts, and his motion can not 
be made unless my amendment is voted down. 

Mr. BLOUNT. My proposition is to exclude from the operation of 
the motion of the gentleman from Indiana the words ‘‘and no more 
promotions to the grade of commodore shall be made, the grade being 
hereby abolished.’’ I think, however, that the point of the gentleman 
is well taken, and I will not take up the time of the committee now. 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair thinks the motion of the gentleman 
from Georgia [Mr. BLouNT] would not be in order. 

Mr. BLOUNT. I move to strike out the last word. I am heartily 
in accord with the Committee on Appropriations in respect to that por- 
tion of the proviso which the gentleman from Indiana moves to strike 
out which relates to the abolition of the grade of commodore. I there- 
fore can not vote for the proposition of the gentleman to strike out that 
part of the proviso. 

I do believe that a portion of this proviso ouglit to be agreed to. If 
the proposition of my friend from Indiana shall be voted down, I will 
offer an amendment to strike out that part which provides for promo- 
tion to the grade of rear-admiral by selection. This will leave in the 
bill the portion relating to abolishing the office of commodore. 

Mr. ROBESON. Mr. i , this House at the last session adopted 
by a very large vote this proposition. It was stricken out in the Sen- 
ate, because, perhaps, by that time the friends of individuals had had 
an opportunity to rally and had brought their power to bear upon the 
Senate. Now, here is a grade in the service which is not needed. If 
you look at the navy-list you will find that there is not one of these 
commodores at sea to-day, and there is no command for one of them. 

Mr. BROWNE. Let me ask the gentleman a question. As we have 
no ships in the Navy, ought we not to have commodores in order that 
we may maintain a navy? [Laughter. ] 

Mr. ROBESON. That seems to be theargument. Now, Mr. Chair- 
man, we do not seek to injure these menat all. We propose that this 
office shall cease by lapse of time. We do not take anybody’s commis- 
sion away. We do not take from any one anything that belongs to 
him. As my friend from Illinois has said, there never was any promise 
that any man should enjoy the right of promotion to this grade. There 
is not a man in the service to-day above the grade of lieutenant-com- 
mander who entered the service when there was a commodore in the 
line. When these men entered the service there was no idea they could 
ever be commodores. The title of commodore was a mere honorary 
title which a post-captain held when he commanded a squadron, post- 
captains being then the oldest officers in our service. There is neither 
duty for these commodores nor necessity for them. There is nothing 
for them except this, that when a captain reaches the age of 52 or 53, 
instead of being promoted to be an admiral and doing duty as such for 
five or six years, he has to stay in this purgatory of a commodoreship, 
there being no duty for him during these five or six years, until he goes 
upon the admirals’ list, with only a year to serve, and finally retires, 
not having had time enough to be of any use as admiral. 

If we can get rid of this grade without injury to anybody, a captain 

who has reached a fair age can go upon the admirals’ list and will have 
time enough to serve at least one cruise asan admiral. The navy- 
list will show that the last five admirals made from commodores have 
not had as admirals an average service of a year and a half; and the 
next five will not have an average of more than that, because they have 
been on this dead-wood list of commodores for the last five or six years, 
where they are of no use to anybody and do nothing but draw pay from 
the ry. 
I admit that there are some gentlemen in that grade who deserve 
high consideration, and I would not deprive them of it. This provis- 
ion leaves it open to them to be selected as admirals if they are good 
for anything. It does not interfere with them in any shape. If gen- 
tlemen on the other side want reform here is a grade in the service 
which is admitted to be of no use to anybody, which stands in the way 
of the efficiency of the service, and if gentlemen want reform they will 
come up now and sustain this provision. If they do not want it, they 
can not expect me to stand here and be the sole advocate of it. 

Mr. BLOUNT. I desire to know whether it would be in order, before 
the proposition of the gentleman from Indiana is voted upon, to move 
to perfect the text by striking out the following language: 

Provided, That hereafter all promotions to ep of rear-admiral on the act- 
ive-list shall be made by selection from the es of commodore and captain. 

Mr. CALKINS. The gentleman will permit me to say that his propo- 
sition is not to perfect the text, but merely to strike out some words 
which are already included in my motion to strike out. If my motion 
should fail, of course the gentleman’s would be in order. 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair thinks that a motion to perfect the 


text would be in order before taking the question on the motion to strike 
out; but the amendment suggested by the gentleman from Georgia would 
It is a proposition similar to 
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the amendment of the gentleman from Indiana, although the latter is 
to strike out the whole proviso. 

Mr. BLOUNT. I move to amend the amendment by striking out 
the last word. The gentleman from New Jersey [Mr. Roprson] has 
turned to this side of the House and declared that in the provision for 
the abolition of the office of commodore we have a proposition to re- 
form the service. He has placed that isolated idea before the House 
and challenged members on this side to its support. During the last 
session, by the aid of the great body of gentlemen on this side, the 
gentleman from New Jersey was enabled, as he would not otherwise 
have been, to niake the reductions which have been made. For myself, 
if he will permit this side of the House to vote separately upon this 
great measure of reform abolishing the office of commodore I am willing 
to come to his rescue. But he has coupled with it a proposition for 
promotion to the high office of rear-admiral from the grade of commo- 
dore, without any examination at all, without any proof of qualifica- 
tion. The Secretary of the Navy is to select three rear-admirals, who 
are to name to the President of the United States (nothing being said 
about qualifications) five officers, from whom the selection of rear-admi- 
ral is to be made. 

That is the proposition. The gentleman invited you in the outset 
of this discussion to an admiration of the English system. Awoiding 
the course the gentleman has seen fit to select and to commend to the 
House, when they come to the office of rear-admiral, to make flag offi- 
cers from a lower grade, they declare it shall not be done by selection, 
but by the seniority rule. They declare qualification of sea-service far 
exceeding that of any other officer on the list. This is what the gen- 
tleman invites this House todo. That is what he invites this side of 
the House to do. Now, I believe the very moment that is done, I care 
not what party may be in power—the very moment your flag officers are 
selected without qualification that very moment every officer in the 
Navy will feel he is under the control and vengeance of the political 

wer. 

I, sir, will never consent to any such proposition. It is without sanc- 
tion in any other system. It is without it in ourown. We have the 
rule of seniority to-day under laws enacted during the war, and care- 
fully enacted, section after section, guarding against abuses in exami- 
nation, and finally, unless there shall be some error in it, there is left 
a declaration that the President himself may refuse to approve it. 
And that is the end of it as to that rule. 

Away with all these restrictions, says the gentleman from New Jer- 
sey. Away with all the qualifications of captain as to sea-service or 
any other thing. This is what we are invited to; and rather than sub- 
ject the Navy to this principle I would vote to leave the commodores 
in. I would do that rather than destroy the morale and high charac- 
ter of the officers of the Navy. 

{Here the hammer fell. ] 

Mr. ROBESON. The gentleman from Georgia says we now propose 
to destroy all the grades of examination. No; we propose nothing of 
the kind. We propose they shall not only pass all their examinations, 
but shall be selected from the best who pass them. 

The gentleman says this qualification of sea-service and all these safe- 
guards are swept out. Who swept them out? They are what I pro- 
posed and what the gentleman, by his vote and by his advocacy here, 
has succeeded in sweeping out. First he does the thing and then he 
complains it has been done. 

Mr. BLOUNT. The law of examination exists to-day if yours be 
never heard of any more. 

Mr. ROBESON. The truth of the matter is there is no military serv- 
ice in the world to-day, except the American naval service, which puts 
officers into the highest position of command, of responsibility, and of 
power merely because they have grown old. There is no military serv- 
ice in the world, civilized or half-civilized, which submits to that folly 
except the American naval service. 

And there is no civil service anywhere which does it. How ridieu- 
lous it would be if when we come to choose the persons who are to be 
the chairmen of our committees in this House, or the member who 
shall preside in that chair as Speaker, we should choose the oldest 
only? How ridiculous in business? Who comes to the head of a rail- 
road company because he is the oldest officer connected with it? Who 








comes to the head of a banking house? Who comes to the manage- 
ment of any great business in that way? Shall we apply the rule of | 
common sense to this service, or shall we not? 
Now, Mr. Chairman, the gentleman has said the English system is 

not a system of selection. I say it is a system of selection. All the 
way up from lieutenant to rear-admiral they select them all. After | 
they come to promote captains to rear-admirals they have a selected | 
list, and from that they promote by seniority. We have sought only 
to put them here in this one grade so we need not affect any of the 
other grades. We have sought to leave the other grades by putting a 
system of sea-service there as qualification. 

_ But gentlemen on the other side, perhaps for the purpose of prevent- | 
ing the Republican party from enacting any reform, calling to their | 
assistance gentlemen who perhaps have not investigated the matter 
thoroughly, or who may have some personal prejudice about it, have 
massed themselves, it seems, against any reform of this kind. 
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Mr. HISCOCK. I rise to a parliamentary inquiry. I have listened 
to the discussion of the gentleman from Georgia and to the reply made 
by the gentleman from New Jersey, and I think they have not discussed 
the propositions before the committee; for, as I understand it, the only 
proposition is the one to abolish the grade of commodore. The other 
provision of which the gentleman from Georgia complained about selec- 
tion has been stricken from the bill; that is after line 81. 

Mr. CALKINS. After line 84. 

Mr. HISCOCK. So the only thing here is in reference to the com 
modore, as the other provision after line 84 has been stricken from the 
bill. That, therefore, is the only proposition which can properly be 
discussed, whether the grade of commodore shall be abolished or not. 
I desire to know of the Chair whether I am right or not. 

Mr. BLOUNT. Do I understand the gentleman from New York to 
say the proviso about selection has been stricken out ? 

Mr. CALKINS. Yes; that is out. 

Mr. BLOUNT. The gentleman froni New York says that this par- 
ticular part of the clause has gone out. The gentleman trom New Jer- 
sey does not concede it and I do not so understand it. 

Mr. CALKINS. That part from line 84 to the end of the paragraph 
the géntleman referred to has all gone out. 

Mr. BLOUNT. Then the gentleman from New York is not correct, 
for this clause still contains these words. 

Mr. HISCOCK. Iam entirely correct, asthe gentleman will find by 
examining what has taken place. I referred to this board of selection 
Iam, perhaps, incorrect in this, that the provision that all promotions to 
the grade of rear-admiral in the Navy was to be made from the two 
grades below it by selection still remains; but that particular part of 
the paragraph to which the gentleman from Georgia was referring has 
been removed on the point of order. 

The CHAIRMAN. ‘The gentleman from Georgia will see that that 
part of the paragraph beginning with line 84 down to and including 
93 has been ruled out on the point of order. 

Mr. BLOUNT. ‘That is what I understood. I was referring to the 
words in the preceding part in response to the challenge made by the 
gentleman from New Jersey as to the policy of the Democratic side of 
the House with reference to the bill. 

The CHAIRMAN. The only question now before the committee is 
the motion of the gentleman from Indiana, which the gentleman will 
please state. 

Mr. CALKINS. I move tostrike out all after the word ‘‘ dollars,”’ 
in line 77, down to and including the word ‘‘act,’’ in line 84. 

Mr. BLOUNT. I desire to inquire of the gentleman from New Je 
sey whether if the proposition of the gentleman from Indiana is voted 
down, he will then favor the motion to strike out the words ‘‘to be 
made by selection ?”’ 

Mr. ROBESON. Ofcourse. It will be necessary to strike them out, 
because all of the machinery previded in the subsequent part of the 
paragraph for this selection has been already stricken out by the action 
of the committee. We do not, of course, want to leave the words ‘‘ by 
selection ’’ in when no provision for selection is subsequently made. I 
want to provide simply that they shall be taken from the commodores, 
which grade we propose to strike down, and the captains; and when 
the commodores are gone they are to be taken from some other grade. 

Mr. CALKINS. I desire tosay now, after this bargain has been made 
upon the floor between the gentleman from Georgia and the gentleman 
from New Jersey with reference to my amendment, that if certain par- 
ties will vote against this amendment of mine to strike out the whole 
clause that he and his friends will turn around and help to strike out 
the words ‘“‘ by selection,”’ 

Mr. ROBESON. No, the gentleman is mistaken; when we put into 
the bill the words ‘‘ by selection’’ we provided how they were to be 
selected. Now, the gentleman by a point of order has stricken out the 
entire machinery for making the selection; and therefore there is no use 
in leaving the words ‘‘ by selection’”’ inthe paragraph. They will have 
no force. They can have no effect, and of course they will have to be 
stricken out so as to make the paragraph perfect. There is no bargain 
about it. The gentleman brought about the condition which makes it 
necessary to strike them out himself, 

Mr. CALKINS. I hope the members of the committee will consider 





| the amendment which I propose without reference to any such agree- 


ment. I propose to strike the whole thing out. 

The CHAIRMAN. The question is on the motion to strike out 

The question was taken; the committee divided, and there were—ayes 
39, noes 41. 

Mr. BRAGG. No quorum. 

The CHAIRMAN. The point of order being made that no quorum 
has voted, the Chair will appoint tellers. 

Mr. BLountT and Mr. CALKINS were appointed tellers. 

The committee again divided; and the tellers reported—ayes 27, 
noes 67. 

So (no further count being demanded) the motion to strike out was 
not agreed to. 


Mr. BLOUNT. Inowmove, Mr. Chairman, tostrike out, in lines 77 


| and 78, the words *‘ made by selection.’’ 


The amendment was agreed to. 
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Mr. KNOTT. I offer an amendment to go in line 79. 

The CHAIRMAN. The Clerk will read. 

The Clerk read as follows : 

Insert after the word “‘captain,”’ in line 79, the words “‘ according to seniority, 
under the regulations as now provided by law.” 

Mr. ROBESON. Mr. Chairman, there can be no objection to that 
provided it is not unconstitutional. If it is unconstitutional I shall 
object to it. [Laughter. ] 

The amendment was agreed to. 

Mr. ANDERSON. I move to strike out in lines 79, 80, and §1 the 
words: 

And no more promotion to the grade of commodore shall be made, that grade 
being hereby abolished. 

I wish to say simply that I do not suppose after the action which the 
committee has taken that this amendment will be adopted. Let me 
say also I have great hesitancy in presuming to express any opinion 
upon a subject so maritime as the Navy of the United States. But yet 
[am inclined to think that some gentlemen have talked very eloquently 
about some things that they do not know very much more about per- 
haps than Ido. I venture to express the opinion that there are some 
gentlemen learnedly discussing this bill who do not know the differ- 
ence between a sheet and a halyard. [Laughter.] I want to counsel 
a little bit of moderation. It seems to me that they are indulging too 
much in strong language. Such words as ‘barnacles”’ and ‘‘ dead- 
heads,’’ and I do not know but that they have said ‘‘ dead-beats’’ and 
‘‘top-heavy,’’ for instance, and all that class of language ought to be 
out of place here. It seems to me that there has been gotten up in the 
committee an undue and improper view of the equities of this case, be- 
cause a matter of equity is not a question all covered over with tar, 
copper-bottomed, and riveted. 

Here is a grade of officers, men who have earned the reward—the 
positions they now occupy—from this country, whom you reform out of 
the service entirely. You claim to seek to reform the Navy, and you 
proceed to do it by casting that grade out altogether. And yet if any 
one presumes to say or think you may be going too far, we are then in- 
formed that we are all of us opposed to any reform. Well, I think that 
there is something wrong about this whole matter, and it seems to me 
to be sufliciently demonstrated by the proposition of my friend from 
Georgia to the gentleman from New Jersey that they should act together 
in reference to this particular provision. 

Now, if the Democratic party is doing this thing I know why I am 
opposed to it. Itseems to methere might be a little bit moreof equity 
in this matter than this provision will give. Ido not see why in the 
light of the glory of the American Navy you seek, not to hurt these 
men; oh, no, just simply to kill them; thatisall. That is what this 
amounts to, and I do not think it is fair, and that is why I offer this 
amendment. : 

Mr. THOMAS. Thegentleman from Kansas [Mr. ANDERSON ] seems 
to be laboring under the impression that this bill by abolishing the grade 
of commodore affects some of the commodores now in the service, some 
of the gentlemen who are entitled to the equities he has been speaking 
of. If he will look to the language of the bill he will see that not one 
of the commodores now on the list is affected in the slightest degree by 
this provision. They are neitheraffected in prasenti nor in futuro. For 
they may be promoted from the grade of commodore to that of rear- 
admiral; or their promotion may be made from a grade lower. But if 
they are entitled to equities, if they have the necessary qualifications, 
they may be promoted to rear-admiral from that grade. 

The effect of this bill is simply to stop promotion to the grade of com- 
modore, it being believed by many who have investigated the subject 
that that is an ornamental grade not needed in our service to-day, and 
that we can well spare it; and when we can cut that graceout without 
doing injury to any one, I think it is the part of wisdom and states- 
manship to do it. 

Mr. ATKINS. I move to strike out the last word. 

I hope the amendment of the gentleman from Kansas [Mr. ANDER- 
SON ] will not prevail. The gentleman from Kansas, Mr. Chairman, is 
entirely mistaken if he supposes that the object of this legislation is to 
degrade the commodores now in the service. It is simply to dispense 
with that grade after the present commodores shall have resigned or 
died or been promoted. The salary of acommodore I believe is $5,000. 
There are about twenty-five of them now and you effect a considerable 
economy if the grade should be dispensed with. 

I do not profess to be a naval man, and it may be that my opinion is 
not worth a cent as to whether this grade is necessary or not. But, sir, 
there are a great many people in this country whose opinions are en- 
titled to respect who do believe that this grade is entirely unnecessary 
to the service. It isa grade that sprung up during the war. It was 
not recognized in the law, as I understand the facts, before the war. It 
has sprung up since and is really unnecessary. A captain can do all 
the work that a commodore is required to do, A captain, if he is fit for 
his position, can command a fleet as well as a commodore can; and it 
is simply a little extravagance that grew up by way of comity to cer- 
tain officers during the war and has been practiced since the war. 

This provision strikes at no officer now wearing that honor. It is not 
intended to degrade any officer. Upon the contrary, it isa compliment 





to every officer who bears that rank to-day that this legislation expressly 
excepts him from itsoperation. But when the officershall have resigned, 
or died, or been promoted, then the office is to cease. I hope the House 
on both sides will not agree to the motion to strike out the provision, 
but will let it stand as it is in the bill. 

Mr. ANDERSON. I desire to modify my amendment by including 
in the motion to strike out the tollowing clause also : 

Provided, however, That no commodore now in the service shall be reduced in 
rank or be deprived of his commission by reason of this act. 

The question being taken on Mr. ANDERSON’S amendment as mod- 
ified, it was not to. 

Mr. ROSECRANS. I offer the amendment which I send to the desk. 

The Clerk read as follows: 


From line 78, after the word “ be,”’ strike out all to the word “abolish,” in line 
81, namely, these words: 

“From the grades of commodore and captain,and no more promotions to the 
grade of commodore shall be made, that grade being hereby abolished.” 





And insert the following: 
_ “From thecc doresand on the active-list who, by previous exam- 
ination according to law made for that urpose, shall have been found in al! 
respects quali therefor in the order of seniority of rank and date of commis- 


sion, and the rank and pay of commodoresshall hereafter apply only to captains 
and acting captains commanding naval stations or divisions of a fleet consisting 
of three or more vessels of war.” 

Mr. HISCOCK. I reserve the point of order on the amendment and 
desire to have it reported again. 

The amendment was again read. 

Mr. HISCOCK. Certainly it changes existing law, and I do not know 
in what respect it decreases expenditures. 

Mr. ROSECRANS. On the point of order I have to observe that the 
Chair has already ruled that all that portion of the paragraph of the 
bill under consideration extending from the word ‘‘act,’’ in line 84, 
goes out under the rule; and has ruled that the portion above, begin- 
ning in line 77 with the word “‘ provided ’’ and followed by another pro- 
viso terminating with the word ‘‘act,”’ is in order. Now, the object ot 
the amendment I have sent up is to perfect that portion of the para- 
graph which begins on line 77 with the word “ provided.’’ All thet I 
wish is that these promotions to rear-admiral shall be from the active- 
list of commodores and captains, and shall be made after the ¢xamina- 
tion has been had of those commodores and captains that are eligible 
according to law and who shall be found fully and inall respects quali- 
fied; and from the list of those who are found fully and in all respects 
qualified, the promotions shall take place from the highest in rank first. 
That is the first intention of my amendment. 

The second object of my amendment is this, to define what hereafter 
the law will recognize as the rank of commodore. That leads me to 
say that I have heard no one allude directly to the true military use of 
this rank of commodore. 

A commodore commanding a navy-yard, for instance, ought first to 
rank every officer employed under his command, whether he be a cap- 
tain or not; and second, he ought to be the superior in rank of any 
captain of a ship that comes to that yard. 

The second use of a commodore seems to be pointed out by the fact 
that when we began to have more vessels abroad than one or two, so 
that we had a fleet in which there were divisions, it was found conven- 
ient to have a ranking officer to command three or more of those ships, 
and that ranking officer was called a commodore. By law there are 
now twenty-five of these commodores. The Chair has ruled that the 
portion of the bill providing that no commodore now in service shall be 
reduced in rank or deprived of his commission by reason of this act is 
in order. 

Now, all I want to provide by my amendment is that hereafter there 

no more commodores, and whenever the time comes that a 
captain is called upon to command a navy-yard, he shall pro tanto and 
pro tempore have the rank and pay of a commodore in order that he 
may command the yard and all officers who may come there; and that 
whenever a captain shall command a division of ships, consisting of 
three or more men-of-war, he shall for the time being, so, long as he 
commands that division, have the rank and pay of acommodore. That 
is the meaning of my amendment. 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair ruled in order the paragraph com- 
mencing in line 77 and ending in line 81 on the ground that while it 
changed existing law it retrenched expenditures in that it provided 
that no more promotions to the e of commodore shall be made, 
that grade being abolished. Now it seems to the Chair that the amend- 
ment of the gentleman from California [Mr. RosecRANs] would con- 
tinue that grade which this bill proposes to abolish, and consequently 
would deprive this proviso of that particular feature which made it in 
order, that is, the reduction of expenditures. The Chair therefore rules 
the amendment out of order. 

The Clerk read the following: 

For two secretaries, one to the Admiral and one to the Vice-Adrairal, clerks to 
paymasters, clerks at inspections, navy-yards, and stations, and extra pay to 
men enlisted under honorable discharge ; commission and interest, transporta- 
tion of funds, exchange, mileage to officers while traveling under orders in the 
United States, and for actual personal expenses of ofiicers while traveling abroad 
under orders; and for the payment of any such officers as may be in service, 


either upon the active or retired list, during the ng ending June 30, 1884, in ex- 
cess of the numbers of each class provi for in this act, and for any increase 


of pay arising from different duty, as the needs of the service may require, 
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$900,000. And all officers of the Navy shall be credited with the actual time they 
may have served as officers or enlisted men in the regular or volunteer army 
or navy, or both, and shall receive all the benefits of such actual service in ail 
in the same manner as if all said service had been continuous and in 

Navy, in the lowest grade having 


the uated pay held by such officer 
since en the service. And should the sums appropriated for the pay 
of the officers on the active and retired listsof the Navy be insufficient, then snd | 
in that case of the Navy is hereby authorized to use any and all 


ue or become due to “‘ Pay of the Navy,” from the other 

Mr. ROBESON. I move toamend the paragraph last read by insert- 
ing after the word ‘‘service,”’ in line 119, the following: 

Provided, That nothing in this clause shall be so construed as to authorize any 
change in the dates of commission or in the relative rank of such officers. 

The amendment was agreed to. 

Mr. MORSE. I move to amend bystriking out the last clause of the 

ph just read, as follows: 

And should the sumsappropriated for the pay of the officers on the active and 
retired lists of the Navy be insufficient, then and in that case the Secretary of the 
Navy is hereby authorized to use any and all balances which may be due or be- 
come due to * Pay of the Navy”’ from the other bureaus of the Department, for 
that purpose, 

And to insert in lieu thereof the following: 

That all balances remaining over at the end of the fiscal year shall be turned 
back into the Treasury. 

Mr. ROBESON. The provision which the gentleman from Massa- 
chusetts [Mr. MorsE] moves to strike out is a provision which was put 
in these appropriation bills by the Committee on Appropriations at the 
time when my friend from Tennessee [Mr. ATKINS] was chairman of 
that committee, for the purpose of providing flexibility in this appro- 
priation, in order that if certain officers were promoted, or died, or went 
out of service, the appropriation might be applied to other purposes. 

Mr. ATKINS. It is as broad as it is long. 

Mr. ROBESON. The amendment of the gentleman from Massachu- 
setts [Mr. Morse] would turn back into the Treasury all balances of | 
appropriations at the end of the fiscal year, no matter whether the offi- 
cers of the Navy have been paid or not, whether they were away from | 
home or not. 

Mr. RANDALL. That would leave it under the two-year clause. 
Mr. TALBOTT. I make a point of order on the amendment that it 
changes existing law. | 

Mr. MOORE. Everybody who knows anything about the Navy De- | 
partment and its various bureaus knows very well that only two years 
ago a great scandal was caused because one bureau of the Navy saw fit 
under one pretense or another to turn over some of the money appro- 
priated for it to another bureau which had not been provided for by 
law. I think this amendment I have proposed will settle that matter 
entirely. If the amount appropriated for any of these bureaus is not 
sufficient, then let a deficiency be appropriated at the next session of 
Congress. 

I think it is perfectly right and just and fair in law and in equity 
that the sum appropriated for any one Department or bureau of the 
service shall be devoted to the service of that Department or bureau 
and no other. 

The CHAIRMAN. Does the gentleman from Maryland [Mr. TAL- | 
BOTT] insist upon his point of order? 

Mr. TALBOTT. I do. 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair thinks the amendment is subject to 
the point of order and rules it out. 

The Clerk began the reading of the next paragraph; but before con- 
cluding, 

Mr. BLOUNT said: I desire to move a point of order on the portion | 
of the paragraph last read, which is in these words: 

And should the sums appropriated for the pay of the officers on the active and 
retired lists of the Navy be insufficient, then and in that case the Secretary of the 
Navy is hereby autho to use any and all balances which may be due or be- 
come due to “ Pay of the Navy,” from the other bureaus of the Department, for 
that purpose. } 


Mr. ROBESON. The Clerk has read the next paragraph. 

Mr. BLOUNT. The gentleman need not be in such a hurry. 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair desires to inform the gentleman from | 
Georgia [Mr. BLouNT] that the committee had passed from the para- 
graph to which he refers, and the Clerk had proceeded to read the next 











ph. 
. Mr. BLOUNT. Had just commenced reading it while I was on the 
oor. 
Mr. ROBESON. The provision to which the gentleman refers has 
been in all the naval appropriation bills for the last five years. 

_Mr. BLOUNT. The gentleman is entirely mistaken about that, en- 
tirely so. But even if it had been it would not make any difference; it 
does not avoid the question I raise that it is a change of existing law. 

Mr. ROBESON. So is the appropriation of any money a change of 
existing law. 

Mr. BLOUNT. I hope the gentleman will allow me to get through 
and then he can answer what I say. The appropriations for the pay of | 
the Navy for any given year are oftentimes, as a matter of convenience 
abroad, used for other purposes; but finally in the adjustment of the 
accounts for that fiscal year the fund comes back to its proper heading 





| 


under the operation of the law. This proposition goes still further and | 


would authorize the use of balances of appropriations made ten years 


0. 

Mr. ROBESON. If the gentleman will permit me to interrupt him, 
I will say that I will let the provision be stricken out; it is the law 
anyhow. 

Mr. BLOUNT. While I do not agree with the gentleman in charge 
of the bill in reference to its being the law, it will content me to bave 
this provision stricken out. I will not, however, be deterred by the 
gentleman’s greater information. j 

Mr. SPARKS. The gentleman proposes to let the paragraph be 
stricken out. 

Mr. BLOUNT. [amcontent with that, and will move to strike out 
that portion of the paragraph. 

Mr. ATKINS. One word. 

Mr. BLOUNT. I do not, however, withdraw my point of ordet 
against that portion of the paragraph. 

Mr. ATKINS. I have no objection to the striking out of this pro- 
vision; but I wish to say that a proposition of this kind was put in at 
the instance of Mr. Thompson, when he was Secretary of the Navy, 
upon the ground that sometimes there is a balance upon pay of the 
Navy and a deficiency in the pay of the active-list or the retired-list, 
and that it is desirable at times toallow the balance in the one fund to 
be applied to payments on the other. It does not make a particle of 
difference, however, in my judgment, whether the provision goes out or 
staysin. Iam perfectly willing it shall go out. 

Mr. BLOUNT. I understand the effect of this proposition differently 
from my friend from Tennessee. It does not merely allow for conven 
ience a transfer of the pay of the active-list to the retired-list, or vice 
versa; but its operation is wider, and under it appropriations for pay of 
the Navy made twenty vears ago may be utilized. 

The motion of Mr. BLounr to strike out was agreed to 

Mr. BERRY. 1 move toamend the paragraph just read by inserting 
after the word ‘* both,’’ in line 715, the words ‘‘or as civil engineers 
under appointment of the Secretary of the Navy.” 

Mr. HISCOCK. I make the point of order that this amendment 
changes existing Jaw, and does not retrench expenditures. 

TheCHAIRMAN. Doesthe gentleman from California [Mr Berry ] 
wish to be heard upon the point of order? 

Mr. BERRY. Yes, sir. 


I do not know whether the amendment is 
subject to a point of order, 


but I wish to state the object sought to be 
accomplished by it. It is designed to correct an erroneous ruling of 
the Department. Prior to 1367 civil engineers were appointed by thi 
Secretary of the Navy. In that year the mode of appointment was 
changed, and it was provided that these oflicers should be nominated 
by the President and confirmed by the Senate. They are now commi: 

sioned officers. Py the law of 1870 giving what is known as “‘longev- 
ity pay’’ the salaries of these officers are increased every five years. 
In the last naval appropriation act we sought to provide that, in mak- 
ing up the longevity pay of these enginecrs, the time they served under 
appointment before the date of their commissions should be taken into 
account. In that act it was provided: 

All officers of the Navy shall be credited with the actual time they may have 
served as officers or enlisted men in the regular Army or Navy, or both 

That is similar to the language of this bill 
and shall receive all the benefits of such actfal service in all respects in the 
same manner as if all of said service had been continuous. 

Now, as this act uses the language ‘‘ officers or enlisted men,’’ the 
Department has ruled that engineers who served by appointment priot 
to the date of their commission were not at that time either officers o1 
enlisted men, but were only employés of the Government. At the same 
time, very singularly, it is held that if the service was continuous and 
without interruption the whole time of service is to be counted in mak- 
ing up the longevity pay; but if for a time the engineer was out of the 
service and came back to it again, the time that he served under ap 
pointment is not to be counted. 

Thus there are some officers who have been given credit by the Sec- 
retary of the Navy for the whole time they served as appointecs as well 
as for the time of their service as commissioned officers. But wherever 
there has been an intermission in the service, wherever the officer was 
for a time out of the service, the Department refuses to allow credit for 
the time that he served as an appointee of the Secretary of the Navy. 
In this way manifest injustice is done. I can not understand why offi- 
cers of this class should not be credited for the whole of their service; 
and in my view this was the intention of the law. 

TheCHAIRMAN. Does thegentleman from California[Mr. Berry } 
say that this proposition changes existing law? 

Mr. BERRY. Ido not claim that it reduces expenditures. 
rather an interpretation of the law than a change of the law. 
tended to define the original intention of the law. 
order will not lie against it. 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair is obliged to sustain the point of order, 
because the amendment certain! y changes existing law and is not in the 
interest of economy. 

The Clerk read as follows: 

For contingent expenses ofthe Navy, namely: Forrentand furniture of build- 
ings and offices not in navy-yards, expenses of courts-martial and courts of in- 


It is 
It is in- 
I think a point ot 
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quiry, boards of investigation, examining boards with clerks’ and witnesses’ fees 
and traveling expenses and costs, stationery and recording, e nses of purchas- 
ing-paymasters’ offices at the various cities, ae clerks, furniture, fuel, sta- 
tionery, and incidental expenses; newspapers and advertising, fore B, 
telegraphing, foreign and domestic; telephones, copying, care of » mail 
and express wagons and livery and express fees, costs of suits, commissions, 
warrants, diplomas, and ‘lischarges; relief of vessels in distress and pilotage, 
recovery of valuables from shipwrecks, quarantine expenses, care and trans- 
portation of the dead, reports, professional investigation, cost of special instruc- 
tion and information abroad, and all other emergencies and extraordinary ex- 
penses arising at home or abroad, but impossible to be anticipated or classified, 
exclusive of personal services in the Navy et or any of its subordinate 
bureaus or offices at Washington, District of Columbia, $100,000. 

Mr. ROBESON. I move to amend by inserting after-the word 
‘‘abroad,’’ in line 141, the words ‘‘and the collection and classifi- 
cation thereof.’’ 

The amendment was adopted. 

The Clerk read as follows: 

lor necessary repairs to ordnance buildings, magazines, gun-parks, boats, 
lighters, wharves, machinery, and other objects of the like character, including 
breakwaters at the magazine, Ellis Island, New York, and the erection of a 
shell-filling house at the Bellevue magazine, Washington, $15,000, 

Mr. TALBOTT. By direction of the Committee on Naval Affairs I 
offer the amendment which I send to the desk. 

The Clerk read as follows: 

After line 200 insert the following: 

“The President of the United States is hereby authorized and required to se- 
lect from the Army and Navy five officers who shall constitute a board for the 
purpose of examining and reporting to Congress which of the navy-yards or 


arsenals owned by the Government has the best location and is best ada: 


pted for 
the establishment of a Government foundery for the manufacture of ordnance 


adapted to modern warfare for the use of the Army and Navy of the United 
States, the cost of all buildings, tools, and implements necessary to be used in 
the manufacture thereof, including the cost of a steam-hammer of sufficient size 
for the manufacture of the heaviest guns; and the President is further requested 
to report to Congress the finding of said board at as early a date as possible: 
Provided, That no extra compensation shall be paid the officers serving on the 
board hereby created,” 

Mr. ROBESON. As this comes from the Committee on Naval Af- 
fairs, I make no objection to it. 

The amendment was adopted. 

The Clerk read as follows: 

For purchase, after full investigation and experiment, of automobile torpe- 
does of the latest and best construction, with applianees for their use, $100,000. 

Mr. ROBESON. I move to insert, after the word “ purchase,’ in 
line 213, the words ‘‘or manufacture.”’ 

The amendment was agreed to. 

Mr. HARRIS, of Massachusetts. I wish to move a further amend- 
ment, in line 214, by inserting, after the word ‘‘ best,’’ the words ‘‘ of 
American invention, manufacture, and;’’ so it will read: 

For purchase, after full investigation and experiment, of automobile torpe- 
does of the latest and best American invention, manufacture, and construction, 
with appliances for their use, $100,000, 

Mr. CANNON. I wish to ask the gentleman from Massachusetts a 
single question about that amendment. 

Mr. HARRIS, of Massachusetts. What is it? 

Mr. CANNON. Does the gentleman mean the expenditure of this 
money shall be confined to the purchase of torpedoes of American in- 
vention, although there may be torpedoes of foreign invention and man- 
ufacture of a superior character ? 

Mr. HARRIS, of Massachusetts. It means that it shall be confined 
to torpedoes of American invention and manufacture. I have sought 
to perfect the section as it came from the Committee on Appropriations 
rather than insert the section as the Committee on Naval Affairs directed 
me to report it. Now, the whole purpose of this section as originally 
drawn is to take $100,000 here appropriated and give it to Mr. White- 
head, theinventor of the Whitehead torpedo, a European invention and 
manufacture. I believe that the Whitehead torpedo is entirely worth- 
less as a torpedo, and I do not propose to stand here and see any money 
voted for it if I can help it. 

Mr. ATKINS. I believe this appropriation is under the control of 
the Secretary of the Navy. Now, does the gentleman from Massachu- 
setts intend to charge the Secretary of the Navy would be guilty of 
maladministration of this money by purchasing these worthless tor- 
pedoes ? 

Mr. ITARRIS, of Massachusetts. For the last six or eight years, Mr. 
Chairman, I have known something of this Whitehead torpedo and the 
efforts made to induce this Government to buy it. I do not propose to 
allow any officer of the Government to be deceived into buying what I 
conceive to be a totally worthless thing. 

Mr. ATKINS. I care nothing about it; but does the gentleman say 
that the Secretary of the Navy would spend this money wastefully upon 
a worthless invention ? 

Mr. SPARKS. We wish to get the best torpedo, and that seems to 
be the design of the appropriation. that the Secretary of the Navy shall 
purchase the latest and best construction of torpedo. Now if you con- 
fine it to torpedoes of home manufacture you may not get the best. 

The CHAIRMAN. Thegentleman from Massachusetts has the floor 
and has not yielded it. 

Mr. HARRIS, of Massachusetts. I will detain the House but for a 
single moment. The Whitehead torpedo is known and has been known 
in the Navy Department for some years; and although it is better now 





than it was ten years ago, it is not being purchased by European goy- 
ernments, as other torpedoes have superseded it. 

We have now in our own hands the invention of an American citizen. 
Two or three weeks ago it was shown by experiments that it will not 
cost one-tenth part as much as the invention of Mr. Whitehead. |; 
can be fired from any ship or boat, while the torpedo of Mr. Whitehead 
must have a particular apparatus for it put aboard ship before it can be 
fired. The invention of our citizen costs nothing except the mere labor 
of carrying it outin thenavy-yard. It travels at therate of seventy-tiv.. 
feet a second and produces more certain and greater effect. It carries 
one hundred pounds of dynamite or gunpowder, as you please. Experi- 
ment with it shows that it is absolutely accurate in itsaim. If you 
pass this appropriation of $100,000 as it is, that torpedo of our inven- 
tion will lie rejected and untested, while we shall spend $100,000 to 
Mr. Whitehead’sinvention. Mr. Whitehead will not come here to com- 
pete. He has refused to come here to compete, and yet he asks us to 
buy his torpedo merely on its European reputation. 

Mr. CANNON. I wish to say I have failed to see the propriety of 
the amendment of the gentleman from Massachusetts. This propose: 
appropriation of $100,000 is for the purchase, after full investigation 
and experiment, of torpedoes of the latest invention. Now, if I under- 
stand the amendment of the gentleman from Massachusetts, it is to: 
the purchase of torpedoes invented by an American or Americans. 

Mr. SPARKS. Allow me one word. 

Mr. CANNON. Let me state my case and I will. I do not know 
anything about the Whitehead torpedo and I do not care anything about 
it. Idonot know anything about the torpedo of an American invento: 
or the inventions of a dozen of them, and I do not care about them unless 
they are the best. If they are, well and good. I suppose the Secretar, 
of the Navy will test them as well as the others. What we want is tor- 
pedoes of some account, whether invented by Americans or some one 
else. If this thing is to be a job in the interest of Mr. Whitehead or in 
the interest of Mr. Blackhead, American, Englishman, or anybody else, 
then I am against it. 

Mr. HARRIS, of Massachusetts, rose. 


The CHAIRMAN. Debate is exhausted. 
Mr. HARRIS, of Massachusetts. Then I move to strike out the last 
word. 


Mr. MORSE. The Committee on Naval Affairs have examined this 
for the last six years, and the members of that committee instructed 
their chairman to reportthis proposition. Itis hereon the responsibility 
of that committee, and I hope it will be adopted. 

Mr. HARRIS, of Massachusetts. Mr. Chairman, this is the only por 
tion of this bill which we have thus far reached providing new legislation 
which has ever had a moment’s consideration in the Committee on Naval 
Affairs, and I think I am justified in asking this committee for one 
minute at least to give the Committee on Naval Affairs the courtesy ot 
a hearing as to their views upon the subject. This Whitehead torpedo 
has been jammed in the face of the Naval Committee of this House for 
at least six years past. The last session of Co the agent of the 
Whitehead torpedo came before us and undertook to tell us all about 
his torpedo. He was told finally that the Committee on Naval Affairs 
would never vote to appropriate a single dollar for that torpedo. He 
retired from the scene, ans there immediately appeared a naval officer 
of the Government advocating its adoption, and I am sorry to say, Mr. 
Chairman, that very soon after that officers of the Ordnance Bureau ot 
the Navy Department also became converted to the Whitehead torpedo. 

Here now as the result we find an appropriation of $100,000 in this 
bill for automobile torpedoes. What does that mean? It means the 
Whitehead torpedo. That is the only torpedo in the world that is known 
by that particular name; and when we pass this appropriation unde: 
that name you mean the Whitehead torpedo every time. 

What, Mr. Chairman, is that Whitehead torpedo? It is asecret; and 
the secret has not been divulged. The man has not even had the man- 
liness to come forward into this country and take a patent on it. He 
comes here with a secret; asks us to buy a secret; promising for the 
consideration of a certain sum to give to the United States his secret. 
and to furnish a few of the torpedoes with it. But when you get the 
torpedo what have you got? You have nothing that we can use unless 
you make further provision for it. You have got to furnish the guns 
from which to eject it. You have to appropriate money to prepare 
methods to compress the atmosphere by which it is ejected to some- 
thing like two thousand pounds pressure to the squareinch. You have 
got to do this in order to get the torpedooutoftheship. It costs hun- 
dreds of thousands of dollars to fire it after you get it. What is the 
necessity for it? We have torpedoes which have been tested and it is 
the belief of those who have participated in those tests, and know what 
they talk about, that we have torpedoes of our own invention and o! 
American manufacture which are vastly superior in all respects, which 
will do more execution, are less costly, and which may be tested su!- 
ficiently for all the practical purposes of our Navy at an expense ot 
not exceeding four or five hundred dollars. But if after tests are prop- 
erly applied and that torpedo or those torpedoes of American manufact- 
ure shall prove to be a failure, then I shall not object to anything in 
the shape of torpedoes which the Government may choose to purchase 
if they are found to he serviceable. I am in favor of torpedoes. 
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The torpedo in itself is an original American invention; and if our | 


Ordnance Bureau will open its doors to American inventors and manu- 


facturers, axd if you will instruct them to open their doors to make an | 


investigation and ask American inventors to produce the best torpedo, 
I believe that we will have the very best that the world has ever seen, 
and one that will blow this Whitehead torpedo entirely out of existence. 
We will get it at an expense far less than that proposed to be incurred 


here. We will get something that is far cheaper in the long run, and | 


in the end far superior to anything in use by foreign governments. 


Mr. ATKINS. Mr. Chairman, I was induced to believe, in consider- | 
ing this bill, that the expenditure of $100,000 for torpedoes would bein | 


the interest of national defense. The bill follows the language of the 
estimates: 

Purchase of automobile torpedoes of latest construction and a set of launching 
apparatus with working drawings therefor. 

That is the language of the Book of Estimates. The bill proposes: 

For purchase, after full investigation and experiment, of automobile torpedoes 
of the latest and best construction, with appliances for their use, $100,000, 

Now, sir, when so distinguished a gentleman as the gentleman from 
Massachusetts, the chairman of the Committee on Naval Affairs, who 
has just addressed the committee, rises in his place and charges that this 
Whitehead torpedo is a fraud, that it is the only torpedo that goes by the 
name of ‘‘automobile,’’ hethereby lays at the door of the distinguished 
Secretary of the Navy agrave charge, either a charge of ignorance ora 
disposition to impose upon the Government. 

Therefore I move to strike out the whole clause from the bill. 

Mr. ROBESON. 
tee on Appropriations of $100,000 or $150,000, I do not now remember 


which, for the purchase of automobile torpedoes of the latest and best | 


construction. It was thoroughly understood by the Committee on Ap- 
propriations, for they called the Chief of the Bureau of Ordnance be- 
tore them who said that that bureau as the result of its investigations 
thought that the Whitehead torpedo was the best in the world. They 
professed to know all about it. They think they do know it. 

There came to our committee, in opposition to that, a resolution from 
the Naval Committee which asked an appropriation of $150,000 for 
torpedoes of American manufacture, $50,000 of which should be ap- 
propriated for a particular torpedo of a particular inventor. Now, the 
Appropriations Committee did not desire to put into this bill an appro- 
priation for any particular person. We all thought that we needed 
torpedoes as a cheap and efficient weapon of defense, both sides of the 
committee agreeing. It seemed that the Naval Committee and the 
Navy Department both wanted the appropriation for torpedoes. 

What didwe do? Weappropriated $100,000, and we inserted coupled 
with it a provision for the purchase or manufacture of torpedoes ‘‘ after 


full investigation and experiment,’’ experiments requiring new boards | 


of investigation and new experiments and new reports on automobile 
torpedoes. That does not mean any particular torpedo. It means any 
torpedo that carries with it its own power of propulsion; and the tor- 
pedo that the gentleman from Massachusetts favors, and which I am 
inclined to favor myself, is itself automobile. 

Mr. HARRIS, of Massachusetts. 


pedo. 

Mr. ROBESON. That may be so. We do not apply it to any one 
particular torpedo. We use the term with reference to this particular 
class of torpedoes. 


We say that we shall have this $100,000 for the best automobile tor- 
pedo which after full investigation and experiment shall prove to be of 
the latest and best construction. Now, we have tried to meet the whole 
thing, to meet the ideas of the gentleman from Massachusetts and meet 
the requirements of the service for torpedoes without naming any par- 
ticular person. 

Mr. BLOUNT. May I ask the gentleman from New Jersey a ques- 
tion for information? 

Mr. ROBESON. Certainly. . 

Mr. BLOUNT. I desire,to know whether the Whitehead torpedo is 
extensively used in Europe, or not. 

Mr. ROBESON. It is an instrument of warfare, as I am informed 
by the Bureau of Ordnance, which has been accepted in Europe and 
with which all the maritime European nations arm their vessels. I do 
not know to what extent that is true. That is what we were told. 

Mr. HARRIS, of Massachusetts. I desire to say several of the gov- 
ernments of Europe have bought the secret with the right to make the 
torpedo; but as I am informed, only the English Government has made 
them, and to-day other governments are refusing to buy them. 

The gentleman from Tennessee [Mr. ATKINS] asks if I mean to charge 
the Secretary of the Navy with wrong. I do not. Iam willing to trust 
him. But let me tell the story of my own efforts. 

My friend from Pennsylvania [Mr. KELLEY] will remember that in 
1867, after the close of the war, an effort was made to perfect a system 
of American torpedo warfare, and the inventor to whom I have referred 
came to Congress, came before the committee, and explained his plan. 
The committee asked him to wait because there was no appropriation, 
and to go on and perfect his invention. He went home and came back 


Mr. Chairman, an estimate came to the Commit- | 


But the term ‘‘ automobile tor- | 
pedo’’ has never been used except with reference to the Whitehead tor- | 
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after awhile with his improvement, and at last Congress asked him to 
let the Government use his invention. He did so, and spent cight years 
at his own expense showing the Government how to adapt his torpedoes 
to two ships in the service, and at that time Congress made hin: a pay- 
ment for his time merely. 

When torpedoes adapted to use on ships went out and exploded in 
| water he was asked to do—what? To invent a torpedo such as would 
| go with great rapidity on the surface and explode itself under water, 
| @ problem which to many gentlemen would look a hard one. Vor eight 
years he has worked in the Navy Department at the torpedo station, 
paying every dollar of his expenses out of his own pocket and consid 
| erable money on the work itself, until now he has a torpedo of a large 
| size capable of traveling seventy-tive feet on the surtace of water pet 
| second, carrying a charge of dynamite of one hundred pounds which 

explodes upon contact, and all it needs now is to be tested. 
|” And they require him to test it. Where? This Ordnance Bureau, 
| for which gentlemen will find before I get through that Ihave no great 

love or respect, ask him now to test it in the rough waters of the ocean. 
| I suppose they would like next to have it tested ina storm at sea. You 
| can not fire off a Whitehead torpedo till you stop your ship or till it 
| comes substantially to a stop, while this torpedo of which | speak ean 
| be fired from the deck of any ship in full motion; and if properly made, 
as I believe, and as gentlemen believe who have lately seen it, it must 
strike its object with almost unerring certainty, its speed being so great 
that it is not much affected by waves or by current. And yet, while 
that is pending, this Ordnance Bureau come and ask us to give S100,000 
to purchase the automobile torpedo of Europe. 

Mr. SPARKS. Why does not your amendment go to the effect that 
that torpedo shall be purchased ? 
| Mr. HARRIS, of Massachusetts. 
it has been tested to the last degree. 

Mr. SPARKS. Precisely. And this says ** torpedoes of the latest 
and best construction.’’ Now, if the torpedo of which the gentleman 
from Massachusetts speaks be of the latest and best construction, will 
| it not be purchased wader this paragraph? 

Mr. HARRIS, of Massachusetts. Why, this Whitehead has been in 
vited to come with his torpedo here and compete with American in- 
ventors, and has declined. 

Mr. SPARKS. And why? 

Mr. HARRIS, of Massachusetts. Simply, I suppose, because he is 
not willing to put his invention in competition with those of American 
| inventors. [Here the hammer fell.] Idesire, if I may be permitted, 
to have read from the Clerk’s desk an amendment which the Commit 
| tee on Naval Affairs prepared and which they sent to the Committes 
| 
| 


Because I would not buy any till 


on Appropriations. The Naval Committee passed that amendment 
unanimously, including, I believe, the vote of my friend trom New Ji 
sey [Mr. RoBpeson]. That went tothe Appropriations Committee, and 
it comes back with the provision for Whitehead. 

The CHAIRMAN. ‘The gentleman from Massachusetts has already 


-| one amendment pending. 


Mr. HARRIS, of Massachusetts. After the amendment now pend 
ing shall have been disposed of I shall move this. 

The CHAIRMAN. The gentleman from Massachusetts asks that a 
proposed amendment which he sends to the desk shall be read for in- 
formation. Is there objection? 

There was no objection. 

The Clerk read as follows: 


For the purchase and manufacture of torpedoes adapted to naval warfare, ana 
for the fixtures and machinery necessary for operating the same, $100,000: Pr 
vided, Said money shall only be expended for the purchase or manufacture ot 
torpedoes the inventions of citizens of the United States: And provided furthe 
That no part of said money shall be expended for the purchase or manufacture 
of any torpedo until the same shall have been recommended by the Secretary 
of the Navy, based upon a report to be made to him by a board of naval officers 
to be created by him to examine and test said torpedoes and inventions : And 


provided further, That asum notexceeding $50,000 out of said appropriation shal! 
be paid to Asa Weeks when he shall execute and deliver to the United States a 
| release in writing of all claim for present or future use of the United States of all 


his inventions in torpedoes and in the machinery for operating, controlling, and 
exploding torpedoes, or relating in any way to the subject of torpedo warfare, 
whether patented or otherwise: Provided, however, That said payment shall only 
be made on the recommendation of the Secretary of the Navy, based upon a re 
port of the board of officers above provided for. 


Mr. SPRINGER. As we have now entered upon the consideration 
of a very important subject, I would suggest to the gentleman from 
New Jersey [Mr. Ropeson] that this would be a very good time for 
the committee to rise, as it is now after 5 o’clock. 

Mr. ROBESON. We had better first finish this important subject. 

Mr. SPRINGER. We can not do that to-night. I would like a few 
hours to consider the various amendments which have been suggested, 
especially that of the gentleman from Massachusetts [Mr. Harris}. 
We are called upon to determine the kind of torpedo which we shall 
adopt, whether of Whitehead or some other man. I think, therefore, 
this is a good time for the committee to rise, and I make that motion. 

Mr. ROBESON. I hope the committee will not rise until we have 
progressed a little further in this bill. We have been two days in going 
over less than ten pages of the bill. 

The CHAIRMAN. The motion that the committee rise is 
hatable. 
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The question was taken upon the motion that the committee rise; 
and it was not agreed to upon a division—ayes 45, noes 81. 

The CHAIRMAN. The question recurs upon the amendment of the 
gentleman from Massachusetts (Mr. Hanmenl. i 

Mr. ROBESON. Upon thissubject of torpedoes I desire to say but a 
single word. The gentleman from Massachusetts has said that we in 
the Naval Committee voted for one state of things, and that there now 
comes a proposition from the Committee on Appropriations for the 
Whitehead torpedo. Yet in the same breath he says that Mr. White- 
head will not come here and sabmit his torpedo to examination. 

Mr. HARRIS, of Massachusetts. I said that in the past he has de- 
<lined to do so. 

Mr. ROBESON. This provision says that there shall be purchased, 
after full investigation and experiment, the best torpedo of the latest 
invention. If Mr. Whitehead does not come here and submit his tor- 
pedo against the American inventions he can not have a dollar of this 
money. If he does come here and shows, after a full investigation and 
experiment, that his torpedo is better than any American torpedo, he 
ought to have the money. 

Mr. HARRIS, of Massachusetts. To be tested where? 

Mr. ROBESON. ‘To be tested here. 

Mr. HARRIS, of Massachusetts. You do not say so. 

Mr. ROBESON. I am willing you shall insert the word “here. 

The CHAIRMAN. The question is upon the amendment of the gen- 
tleman from Massachusetts, which will be read. 

The Clerk read as follows: 

Insert after the word “ best"’ the words “‘ American invention, manufacture, 
and;"’ so that the passarepe will read: E 

“For purchase, after full investigation and experiment, of automobile torpedoes 
of the latest and best American invention, manufacture, and construction, with 
appliances for their use, $100,000." 

The amendment was adopted. 

Mr. ATKINS. I now move to strike out the entire paragraph. 

Mr. HARRIS, of Massachusetts. I move tostrike out the paragraph 
as amended and to insert in lieu thereof that which was read by the 
Clerk a few moments ago. 

The CHAIRMAN. ‘The Chair thinks the motion to strike out and 
insert takes precedence. 

Mr. ATKINS. Is it too late to make a point of order against the 
amendment of the gentleman from Massachusetts? 

The CHAIRMAN. What is the point of order? 

Mr. ATKINS. That it changes existing law and does not retrench 
expenditures. 

The CHAIRMAN. 
which is now moved? 

Mr. ATKINS. I refer to the one moved by the gentleman from Mas- 
sachusetts a few moments since. 

The CHAIRMAN. That amendment has been adopted. 

Mr. ATKINS. I did not so understand it. 

TheCHAIRMAN,. Thatamendment has been adopted. 
man from Massachusetts now moves to strike out the paragraph as 
amended and to insert in lieu thereof what the Clerk will read. 

The Clerk read as follows: 


” 


Does the gentleman refer to the amendment 


For the purchase and manufacture of torpedoes adapted to naval warfare, and 
for the fixtures and machinery necessary for operating the same, $100,000; Pro- 
vided, That said money shall only be expended for the purchase or manufacture 
of torpedoes the invention of citizens of the United States: And provided further, 
‘hat no part of said money shall be expended for the purchase or manufacture of 
any torpedo until the same shall have been recommended by the Secretary of the 
Navy based upon a report to be made to him by a board of naval officers to be 
«reated by him to examine and test said torpedoes and inventions: And pro- 
vided further, That a sum not exceeding $50,000 out of said pq tee all 
be paid to Asa Weeks, when he shall execute and deliver to the United States a 
release in es of all claims for the present or future use by the United States 
of his invention in torpedoes and in the machinery for a ery controlling, 
and ee torpedoes, or relating in any way to the subject of torpedo war- 
fare, whether patented or otherwise : Provided, , That said payment shall 
only be made on the recommendation of the Secretary of the Navy, upon 
a report of the board of officers above provided for. 

Mr. HARRIS, of Massachusetts. I desire a few minutes in support 
of my amendment. I may be, and probably shall be in the estimate 
of some of my associates, placed in the position of advocating the ap- 
propriation of a sum of money to reward distinguished individuals in 
whom I have some personal interest. 

Now, I desire to say that some years ago, as a member of the Com- 
mittee on Naval Affairs of a Democratic House, when my friend from 
Tennessee [Mr. WHITTHORNE] was the chairman, this subject of tor- 
pedoes was committed to my charge. I investigated the invention of 
the gentleman named in my amendment, Asa Weeks, and with the 
unanimous approbation of my committee I reported a bill in his favor, 
believing that he should be rewarded in some way for his many yea’ 
of service in this regard. . 

Subsequent to that time, with the advice, assistance and encourage- 
ment of Admiral Porter;-and finally at last with the encouragement 
and assistance of the Chief of the Bureau of Ordnance, Mr. Weeks pro- 
duced his locomotive torpedoes of which I have spoken. For eight years 
at least he devoted his whole time to the subject and paid his own ex- 
penses, receiving nothing whatever from the Government. 

I am willing to accept the responsibility of my advocacy here of his 
rights, because I ask nothing except that; if he has the best torpedo in 


The gentle-- 





the world he should be paid for it, and it shall not be stolen from him. 
and if he has not the best torpedo in the world, then I am willing that 
we should purchase one of any other country. But I propose if I can 
to stop all attempts to spend money on various torpedoes of which we 
know nothing, when we have almost within our realization a torpedo 
which will supersede all others in the world. 

Is there anything like personal interest in this? I simply demand 
that justice, shall be done to a man who came forward and offered his 
invention to the Government for its sole use sixteen years ago, and 
who has constantly worked in the interest of the Government until to- 
day; who never took out a patent for any invention he made until he 
found his inventions were being stolen from him piecemeal by certain 
men whom I will not undertake to point out. 

What is the proposition of the Naval Committee? It is that $100,000 
be appropriated to purchase the best invention in torpedoes, with the 
machinery and apparatus for operating them, and that if this man who 
has worked sixteen years for the Government has at last produced the 
best invention of this kind, he shall be paid for its future use. Is there 
anything unjust in this? Can any man here say that it is not at once 
just to the Government and to a worthy citizen of the United States ’ 
If so let him rise and sayso. LIask the gentleman from Tennessee [ Mr. 
WHITTHORNE] whether he is not ready to vouch for all that I have 
now said, and for the action of the Naval Committee of this House on 
this subject. 

Mr. WHITTHORNE. Mr. Chairman, as I am appealed to by my 
friend from Massachusetts [ Mr. HaAnris], I take very great pleasure in 
bearing witness to the fidelity, zeal, and intelligence with which he has 
prosecuted his study of the system of torpedo defense of this country, 
and I believe of every intelligent naval power of the world. He has 
made this subject astudy for years. When I was chairman of the Com- 
mittee on Naval Affairs I was struck with the gentleman’s earnestness, 
zeal, and research in connection with inventions of this kind. The man 
whose invention the gentleman from Massachusetts now brings to our 
attention is a citizen, 1 believe, of the State of Iowa, a man who im- 
presses every one with whom he comesincontact. Sofaras I can judge 
his invention is one of the most wonderful that the human mind ever 
produced. I believe it ought to be adopted by the Government and 
fully developed. If it should succeed, as it promises (and I have faith 
that it will), I believe it will prove the most powerful instrument of 
defense that could be acquired by this Government. 

The amendment of Mr. HARRIS was agreed to. 

Mr. ATKINS. I now ask a vote on my motien to strike out the 
whole paragraph. 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair thinks it is not in order to strike out 
what has been inserted by a vote of the committee. 

Mr: ATKINS. That was only offered as an amendment; the clause 
has now been perfected, and it is in order to move to strike it all out. 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair will put the motion. 

The motion of Mr. ATKINS was not agreed to, there being—ayes 20, 
noes 102. 

Mr. SPRINGER. 
scrt—— 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair thinks the motion is not in order. 

Mr. TALBOTT. I make the point that the gentleman’s motion is 
not in order; that the adoption of the motion to strike out and insert 
precludes any other motion to strike out. 

Mr. SPRINGER. The motion was to strike out, I believe-—— 

The CHAIRMAN. There was a motion to strike out and insert, and 
also a motion to strike out what was inserted. What is the gentleman’s 
motion ? 

Mr. SPRINGER. Let the Clerk read it. 

The Clerk read as follows : 


Strike out lines 213 to 216, inclusive, and all amendments thereto, and insert : 


“For investigation and experiment of torpedoes, $1,000; and the result of all 


experiments shall be reported to the next session.”’ 

Mr. ROBESON: That is hardly enough to explode a pack of fire- 
crackers. [Laughter. ] 4 

Mr. SPRINGER. I am obliged to the gentleman from New Jersey. 
I have taken the opinion of the gentleman from Massachusetts [ Mr. 
HARRIs], the chairman of the Committee on Naval Affairs, as to the 
amount required to make these experiments. He said that $500 would 
be sufficient. I have doubled that amount and made it $1,000, as | 
wish to be liberal with the Department. The gentleman from New 
Jersey, who is a tar himself, who has sailed the seas over and knows 
all about torpedoes and other things for explosion, thinks this appro- 
priation would not explodea fire-cracker. I do not profess to be versed 
in naval affairs, but I take it the gentleman from Massachusetts, the 
chairman of the Naval Committee—— 

TheCHAIRMAN. What the gentleman from Illinois[Mr. Sprrvc- 
ER] moves to strike out has already been struck out by a vote of the 
Committee of the Whole. 

Mr. SPRINGER. Not all of it. 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair so understands. 

Mr. SPRINGER. I move to strike out all the paragraph as it now 
stands—— 

The CHAIRMAN. That motion has just been voted down. 


I move to strike out the whole paragraph and in- 
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Mr. SPRINGER. That was to strike out merely; I move to strike 
out and insert what has been read. 

The CHAIRMAN. Tostrike out the whole paragraph ? 

Mr. SPRINGER. Yes, sir. 
I presume, of those which were struck out. 

The CHAIRMAN. The Committee of the Whole has adopted the 
motion ef the gentleman from Massachusetts [Mr. ITARRIs] to strike 
out the whole paragraph and insert the provision which he offered. 

Mr. SPRINGER. Then, as the gentleman from Massachusetts moved 
to strike out all of the text 





Mr. ROBESON. ‘There must be an end to this some time, and T rise | 


to a point of order. 
Mr. SPRINGER. Why, | am rising to a point of order. 
Mr. ROBESON. No, you are not. 
Mr. SPRINGER. I so understand it. 
The CHAIRMAN. What is the gentleman’s point of order ? 
Mr. SPRINGER. 
chusetts had moved to strike out the text? 
Mr. HARRIS, of Massachusetts. I did. 

Mr. SPRINGER. 
my motion, because the committee agreed to it in that form. 

The Clerk read as follows: 

BUREAU OF EQUIPMENT AND RECRUITING. 

For equipment of vessels: For coal for steamers’ and ships’ use, including ex- 
penses of transportation, storage, and handling; hemp, wire, hides, and other 
materials for the manufacture of rope and cordage; iron for manufacture of ca- 
bles, anchors, galleys, and chains; canvas for the manufacture of sails, awnings, 
bags, and hammocks; heating apparatus for receiving-ships; and for the purchase 


of all other articles of equipment at home and abroad, and for the payment of 


labor in equipping vessels and manufacture of equipment articles in the several 
navy-yards, 000 

Mr. ELLIS. I offer the following amendment: 

And the Secretary of the Navy is authorized and empowered at his discretion 
to constitute and introduce as a portion of the equipment of the Navy the life- 
saving dress adopted and approved by the Life-Saving Service of the United 
States. 

Mr. ROBESON. 
anything about it. 

Mr. ELLIS. There is none. 

The amendment was agreed to. 

Mr. CONVERSE. I move that the committee rise. 

Mr. ROBESON. I trust not. We can get behind us a good deal of 
work on this bill if we sit here a little longer. 

Mr. ATKINS. I think not. 

Mr. ROBESON. Half an hour now will save us several hours in the 
morning. 

Mr. ATKINS. I will state to the gentleman from New Jersey that 
he can not carry his point. I do not think we ought to continue this 
session any longer. 

The committee divided; and there were—ayes 39, noes 80. 

So the committee refused to rise. 

The Clerk read as follows: 

For expenses of recruiting: For expenses of recruiting, rent of rendezvous, 
and expenses of maintaining the same, advertising for men and boys, and all 
other expenses attending the recruiting for the naval service, and for the trans- 
portation of enlisted men and boys at home and abroad, $25,000. 

Mr. BUCHANAN. I move to strike outtheparagraph. Ido notsee 
the necessity, Mr. Chairman, of recruiting seamen for the Navy when 
it isadmitted we have no ships and no navy to put them aboard. We 
have now more men than we can use. We haveoflicers enough to man 
alltheships necessary tosend outascruisers. You cantake the midship- 
menand other subordinate officers and put them under the commandof 


If there is no increase of expenditure [ do not care 


four or five rear-admirals and then you would not need any men at all, | 


if whatthe members of the Naval Committee say is true about our Navy. 
The chairman of the Committee on Naval Aflairstells us we have hardly 
any ships. They amount, I am told, toonly thirty-eight, and those are 
of a diminutive character and but few of them steamers. 

Mr. HARRIS, of Massachusetts. All steamers. 

Mr. BUCHANAN. Thirty-eight steamers. 
ber and the large number of seamen we have already enlisted I see no 
use of this appropriation for recruiting a larger number. If we have 
more sailors and more officers than are already sufficient to man our 
ships, as a matter of course common sense as well as economy forbids 
the enlistment of any more men, for the service. If it is unnecessary 
to enlist any more men, it is certainly unnecessary to make any more 
appropriations for that purpose. 
more men for the Navy, then it is not necessary toemploy officers to re- 
cruit them, and of course there is no need of making an appropriation 
of money to pay for the expense of doing so. 

The amendment was rejected. 

The Clerk read as follows: 

For contingent expenses equipment and recruiting: For extra expenses of 


training-ships, freight and transportation of equipment stores, printing, adver- 


ising, telegraphing, books and models, postage, car-tickets, ferriage, ice, appre- 
cus 


training-ships, extra medals for boys, and emergencies arising under cognizance 
of Bureau o Equipment and Recruiting unforeseen and impossible to classify, 


For the civil establishment at navy-vards and stations, $9,000. 


XIV——96 


The lines put in have taken the place, | 


I wish to ask whether the gentleman from Massa- | 


The Chair is right, then, and I am out of order in | 


Well, with that num- | 


And if it is not necessary to have any | 


n of deserters and stragglers, assistance to vesselsin distress, continuous- | 
service certificates and good-conduct badges for enlisted men, school-books for 
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| Mr. McMILLIN. I move to strike out the words ** for the civil es- 
tablishment at navy-yards and stations, $9,000,’ and I do so for the 
purpose of making an inquiry of the gentleman from New Jersey in 
charge of this bill. 
I see on page 8 “fi 
| tlons, $5,000."’ 
I see also on page { ‘for the civil establishment at navy-yards and 
stations, $5,000.” 
| Mr. ROBESON. [can explain thisto the gentleman. Each bureau 
| has a civil establishment in every navy-yard and station, and this bill 


wr the civil establishment at navy-yards and sta 


| cuts down the appropriation one-half all the way through. 

Mr. McMILLIN. But why the same appropriation? 

Mr. ROBESON. They are not the same appropriation. One is for 
the Bureau of Ordnance, another for the Bureau of Yards and Docks, 
| another for the Bureau of Equipment and i 
the Bureau of Navigation, and so on. 
| Mr. McMILLIN. 
Mr. ATKINS. 


ruiting, and another for 


I withdraw my amendm 

I move the committee rise 

Mr. ROBESON. Let the Clerk read two pres tu 
Mr. ATKINS. L courteously 


ask the gentleman to make the mo 
tion for the committee to rise 


It is new half-past 5 o'clock, and I do 

not care to sit here any longe1 

The committee divided; and there were—ayes 40, noes 80 

Mr. ATKINS. I make the point of order that we are appropriating 
money here without a quorum. 

Mr. ROBESON. Chat is not a point ol orde! 

The CHAIRMAN. It does not require a quorum on a motion to 
rise, 

Mr. ATKINS demanded tellers 

The CHLATRMAN rhe eall comes too late. 

Mr. ATKINS. | asked in time 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair thinks the gentleman made the cal 


too late, as the Clerk had proceeded to read 
Mr. ATKINS. No, sir, he had not 
The CHAIRMAN. If the gentleman tre 


mn Tennessee says lye 


rose 
in time, the Chair will submit the question to the committee 

Mr. ATKINS. I did. 

The commitice divided; and there were ayes 24 

So the House retused to order tellers 

Mr. SPARKS. Count the other sick 

The CILAIRMAN Not one-fifth of a quorum voting, tellers are r 
| fused. 

Mr. SPRINGER But we have a right to have the other side 
counted. 

The CHAIRMAN. ‘he Clerk will read the rule 


The Clerk read as follows 


If he still doubts or a count is required by at least one-fifth of a quo 
shall name one from each side of the question to tell the members inthe a 
tive and negative 


The CHATRMAN. One-tiith of a quorum not havin 
were refused. The Clerk will 
The Clerk read as follows: 

Bureau of Construction and Repair 

Mr. ATKINS. I move that the committee do now rise. 

Mr. ROBESON. Let the Clerk read the first line of the paragraph, 
and I will make the motion myself that the committee rise 

The Clerk read as follows: 





y risen, tellers 
read 


For preservation and completi 
Mr. ROBESON 
r. ATKINS. 


of vesels on the stocks and in ordinary 


I move that this committee do now rise. 
I hope it will be recorded that the gentleman from 


| New Jersey himself made the motion that the committee rise. [ Laugh 
ter. | 

The motion was agreed to 

The committee accordingly rose; and the Speaker having resumed 


the chair, Mr. PAGE reported that the Committee of the Whole House 
on the state 


of the Union having had under consideration the naval ap- 
propriation bill had come to no resolution thereon 
ORDER OF BUSINESS. 

Mr. ATKINS. I move that the House do now adjour: 

Mr. KELLEY. You wanted a paper printed and I submit a resolu- 
| tion providing for the printing of a paper which the gentleman from 
| Texas called for last evening with reference to the tariff bill 

Mr. ATKINS. There is no objection to that 

TABULATED STATEMENT OF TARIFF CHANGES, 


Mr. KELLEY. I submit : 
to which I have referred. 
The SPEAKER. The i 


The Clerk read as follows: 


resolution for the printing of the paper 


sortition Will be read 


Resolved, That there be prints d for the use of the House 2 WO copies of the tab- 
ular statement prepared by the Committee on Ways and Means showing arti- 
cles, amounts, and rates of duty under existing law compared with the rates 


reported in House bill 7313, together with the estimated amount of revenue that 
would be received under the operations of said bill 


Mr. SPRINGER. That is all right. 
Mr. WHITE. To be equally distributed ? 
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Mr. RANDALL. 

The SPEAKER. 
the resolution? 

There was no objection. 

The resolution was agreed to. 


It will be distributed by the officers of the House. 
Is there objection to the present consideration of 


WITHDRAWAL OF PAPERS. 

By unanimous consent, leave to withdraw papers from the files of the 
House was granted in the following cases: 

To Mr. MCKENZIE, papers relating to the claim of John G. Holloway, 
deceased, late of Henderson County, Kentucky, for reference to the 
Quartermaster-General for settlement, there being no adverse report. 

To Mr. THoMPSON, of Kentucky, with reference to the claims of cer- 
tain soldiers for horses lost in the military service, for reference to the 
Third Auditor of the Treasury for settlement. 

W. R. NEWSOM. 

On motionot Mr. WHEELER, by unanimous consent, it was ordered 
that the Clerk of the House be directed to furnish certified cepies of 
all papers and testimony on file in his office in connection with the 
claim of W. R. Newsom, of Alabama, disallowed by the Southern 
Claims Commission. 

The motion of Mr. 


ATKINS was then agreed to; and accordingly (at 
5 o'clock and 3. 


5 minutes p. m.) the House adjourned. 





PETITIONS, ETC. 

The following petitions and papers were laid on the Clerk’s desk, 
under the rule, and referred as follows: 

By Mr. ALDRICH: The petition of E. Schneider & Co., of Chicago, 
and others, manufacturers, opposing reduction of the duty on crude 
glycerine—to the Committee on Ways and Means. 

By Mr. BARR: The petition of workingmen of Harrisburgh and of 
workingmen of Steelton, Pennsylvania, asking Congress to pass the 
pending tariff bill—severally to the same committee. 

By Mr. BAYNE: The petition of Peter Stackhouse and 126 others, 
employés of Smith, Sutton & Co., La Belle Steel Works, of Allegheny, 
and of Joseph Williams and 169 others, employés of Sprung Steel and 
Iron Works of Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania, praying that no lower rates 
of duty be adopted than those recommended by the Tariff Commission— 
severally to the same committee. 

Also, the resolutions adopted by the Pittsburgh (Pennsylvania) Grain 
and Flour Exchange, protesting against the passage of the Lowell bank- 
rupt bill—to the Committee on the Judiciary. 

By Mr. CALKINS: The petition of George C. Moon and 82 others, of 
Warsaw, Indiana, praying that discrimination between the various 
schools of medicine be prohibited in Government service—to the Com- 
mittee on Education and Labor. 

Also, the petition of Major J. A. Smith, in charge of works at Michi- 
gan City, Indiana, relative to an appropriation for the improvement of 
the harbor at that place—to the Committee on Commerce. 

By Mr. CAMPBELL: The petition of workingmen employed at the 
Springfield Furnace, Blair County, Pennsylvania, asking that Congress 
will not adopt any lower rate of duties on any foreign manufactured 
products than as recommended by the Tariff Commission—to the Com- 
mittee on Ways and Means. 

By Mr. DINGLEY: The petition of the Reformed Church o Nyack, 
New York, signed by the officers, asking for a commission of inquiry 
concerning the alcoholic liquor traffic—to the Select Committee on the 
Alcoholic Liquor Traffic. 

By Mr. ERMENTROUT: The petition of citizens of the eighth Con- 
gressional district of Pennsylvania, for adoption of the schedules of du- 
ties on foreign products recommended by the Tariff Commission—to the 
Committee on Ways and Means. 

By Mr. ERRETT: The petition of 520 employés of Jones & Laugh- 
lin and of 136 workingmen employed by Carnegie Bros. & Co., of Pitts- 
burgh, Pennsylvania, for the passage of the tariff bill as reported— 
severally to the same committee. 

By Mr. 8. 8. FARWELL: The petition of the produce exchange, 
board of trade, medical association, and citizens of Davenport, Iowa, 
for an appropriation for the continuance of the immigrant inspection 
service—to the Select Committee on the Public Health. 

By Mr. HEILMAN: The petition of citizens of Hazelton, Indiana, 
praying for a reduction of the duty on sugar—to the Committee on 
Ways and Means. 

By Mr. HOBLITZECL: The petition of the workingmen of the 
Locust Point Rolling Mills, of Baltimore, Maryland, for passage of 
tariff schedules as reported by the Tariff Commission—to the same com- 
mittee 


By Mr. HOGE: The petition of citizens of Grafton, West Virginia, for 


an appropriation for continuance of immigrant inspection service—to | 


the Select Committee on the Public Health. 
Also, the resolutions adopted by the West Virginia State board of 
health, relative to the National Board of Health—to the same committee. 
By Mr. HILL: The petition of citizens of Paterson, New Jersey, for 
the erection of a building for the use of the medical museum—to the 
Committee on Public Buildings and Grounds. 


i 





By Mr. KELLEY: The petition of 21 employés of the Fairmount Stee! 
Ww += hg and of Robert Fogg and 70 others, workingmen of Philadelphia, 
Pennsy lvania, against any reduction of the tariff—severally to the Com- 
mittee on Ways and Means. 

By Mr. KETCHAM: The petition of Francis A. Utter, executor, ask- 
ing that the estate of Ira W. Utter be paid for losses sustained by In 
dian depredations—to the Committee on Indian Affairs. 

By Mr. LEEDOM: Papers relating to the pension claim of Daniel 
R. Shriver—to the Committee on Invalid Pensions, 

By Mr. R. M. McLANE: The petition of Rufus B. Warfield and 
others, employés of H. W. Ellicott & Son, Maryland Iron Furnaces, 
against any decrease in rates of duties as proposed by the Tariff Com- 
mission, and favoring increase in some of the rates, &¢.—to the Com- 
mittee on Ways and Means. 

By Mr. MILLER: The petition of Samuel McClure and 101 others, 
employés of the Stewart Iron Works, of Sharon, Pennsylvania, for the 
passage of the House tariff bill—to the same committee. 

Also, the petition of A. W. Cunningham and 24 others, citizens of 
Zelinople, Pennsylvania, asking that a pension be granted to Henry 
T. Schutt—to the Committee on Pensions. 

By Mr. MOSGROVE: The petition of workingmen of Lautman & 
Co., Apollo Iron Works, of Apollo, Armstrong County, Pennsylvania, 
in favor of the report of the Tariff Commission and against any furthe: 
reduction in the duty on iron—to the Committee on Ways and Means. 

By Mr. MURCH: The petition of L. A. Daten and 25 others, of Bar- 
ing, Maine, for an appropriation for the construction of a bridge across 
the Saint Croix River—to the Committee on Commerce. 

By Mr. MUTCHLER: Thepetition of 140 workingmen of Catasauqua, 
Pennsylvania, praying Congress to adopt no lower rates of duties on 
any manufactured articles than is proposed by the Tariff Commission— 
to the Committee on Ways and Means. 

By Mr. A. H. SMITH: The petition of C. P. Hepple and 26 others, 
citizensof Chiques, Lancaster County, Pennsylvania, protesting against 
any reduction of tariff duties—to the same committee. 

sy Mr. VAN AERNAM: The resolution of the Buffalo (New York) 
Board of Trade, protesting against the transfer of the revenue-cutter 
service to the Navy Department—to the Committee on Commerce. 

By Mr. WALKER: The petition of employés of the Williamsport 
Iron Company of Pennsylvania, praying that Congress will adopt no 
lower rates of duties than are recommended in the report of the Tariff 
Commission—to the Committee on Ways and Means. 

By Mr. WARD: The petition of the Thorndale Iron Works, of Thorn- 
dale, Pennsylvania, against a reduction of the duty on steel and iron— 
to the same committee. 

By Mr. G. D. WISE: The petition of Ethelbert D. Fitch, employé in 
the House folding-room, for equalization of salary—to the Committee 
on Accounts. 


SENATE. 
WEDNESDAY, January 24, 1883. 


The Senate met at 11 o’clock a.m. Prayer by the Chaplain, Rev. 
J. J. BULLocK, D. D. 
The Journal of yesterday’s proceedings was read and approved. 
SEAMEN’S WAGES. 
The PRESIDENT pro tempore laid before the Senate the following 
message from the President of the United States; which was read: 
To the Senate of the United States : 


In response to the resolution of the Senate of the United States dated January 
5, 1883, requesting *‘ that the Sugeinty at Siete be directed to transmit to the 
Senate copies of any letters on file in his Department from the consular service 
upon the subject of the shipment and discharge of seamen, or payment of extra 
w to seamen,” I have to transmit a report of the Secretary of State on the 


subject. 
CHESTER A. ARTHUR. 

EXEcUTIVE MANSION, Washington, January 23, 1883. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. This is in response toa resolution of 
the Senator from Louisiana [Mr. KELLOGG]. It will be referred to the 
Committee on Commerce, and printed. 

CREDENTIALS. 


Mr. DAWES. I present the certificate of the governor of the Com- 
monwealth of Massachusetts that my colleague, Hon. GEORGE F. HoAR, 





has been elected a Senator from that State for six years from the 4th of 


March next. 
The credentials were read, and ordered to be filed. 
PETITIONS AND MEMORIALS. 

Mr. LAPHAM. I present a memorial of sundry citizens of the city 
of New York, which embraces a copy of the remonstrance which I pre- 
sented to the Senate in December last, with an ex ayn enced note of the 
circumstances under which that remonstrance was It was 


drawn up for subscriptions by J. P. Gould in the acts of J uly, 1881, 
but owing to the absence from the city at that period of the year of 
many of the financial members of the firms the signatures were not all 
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obtained until the month of November last, November, 1882, and they 


still insist that it was a proper remonstrance to be considered in oppo- | 
sition to the passage of the Lowell or any other bankruptcy bill. This | 
memorial is quite extensively signed, and I move that it lie on the | 


table, as the subject to which it relates is before the Senate. 

The motion was agreed to. 

Mr. LAPHAM. [I present also a petition of a large number of resi- 
dent physicians, both those who are termed ‘‘regulars’’ and those who 
are denominated otherwise in the practice of medicine and surgery, of 
the city of Utica, in the State of New York, praying that Senate joint 
resolution No. 96 and House joint resolution No. 259, providing for 
abolishing any discrimination in the selection of surgeons in the serv- 
ice of the Government, shall be adopted. I move that the petition be 
referred to the Committee on Military Affairs. 

The motion was agreed to. 

Mr. MILLER, of California, presented resolutions of the Merchants’ 
Exchange of San Francisco, California, in favor of an appropriation for 
the erection of a new post-office building in that city; which were 
ordered to lie on the table. 

Mr. CAMERON, of Pennsylvania, presented the petition of Edward 
B. Clark and other workingmen, employés of William Neal & Sons’ 
Bloom Furnace, of Bloomsburgh, Columbia County, Pennsylvania; the 
petition of workingmen, employés of the Greenwood Rolling-Mill Com- 
pany, at Tamaqua, Schuylkill County, Pennsylvania; the petition of 
workingmen, employés of the Monocacy Furnace Company, at Monoc- 
acy, Berks County, Pennsylvania; the petition of workingmen, em- 
ployés of Jawood Lukens Rolling-Mill, at Conshohocken, Montgomery 


County, Pennsylvania; the petition of J. Van Buskirk and other work- | 


ingmen, employés of the Catasauqua Manufacturing Company, at Cat- 
asauqua, Lehigh County, Pennsylvania; the petition of Thomas Clarck 
and other workingmen, employés of the United States Iron and Tin- 
Plate Company, limited, at McKeesport, Allegheny County, Pennsyl- 
vania; the petition of John Tipping and other workingmen, employés 
of the Dunbar Furnace Company, at Dunbar, Pennsylvania; the peti- 
tion of Reuben Mountz and other workingmen, employés at Cove Forge, 


Blair County, Pennsylvania; the petition of A. McAllister and other | 
workingmen, employés of John Royer, at Springfield Furnace, Blair | 
County, Pennsylvania; the petition of Edward L. Wood and other work- | 
ingmen, employés of Jones & Laughlins, at Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania; | 


the petitionof workingmen, employésof Carnegie Brothers & Co., Lead 


Union Iron Mills, at Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania; the petition of working- | 


men, employés of Lanpauw & Co., Apollo Iron Works, at Apollo, Penn- 


sylvania; the petition of workingmen, employés of Smith, Sutton & Co., | 
La Belle Steel Works, Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania; the petition of work- | 
ingmen, employés of Chiclsies Rolling Mills, at Chickies, Pennsylvania; | 


the petition of workingmen, employés of the Duncannon Iron Company, 
at Duncannon, Pennsylvania, praying that Congress will adopt no lower 


rates of duties on any foreign manutactured products than are recom- | 


mended by the Tariff Commission; which were ordered to lie on the 
table. 


He also presented a memorial of the Philadelphia Maritime Exchange, | 
of Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, remonstrating against the transfer from | 


the Treasury Department to the Navy Department of the revenue-ma- 
rine service, the Life-Saving Service, the Maritime-Hospital Service, and 
the steamboat-inspection service; which was referred to the Committee 
on Commerce. 

He also presented a memorial of the Philadelphia Maritime Exchange, 


of Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, remonstrating against the abolition of | 
the office of shipping commissioner; which was referred to the Com- | 


mittee on Commerce. 

Mr. MILLER, of New York. I present a petition of workingmen, 
employés of the J. J. Rogers Lron Company, at Black Brook, Clinton 
County, New York, praying that Congress will adopt no lower rates of 
duty on any foreign manufactured products than are recommended by 
the Tariff Commission. As the petition is of similar import to the one 
I presented yesterday from the employés of the Rome [ron Works, I will 
not read its provisions, but simply move that it lie on the table. 

The motion was agreed to. 

Mr. HOAR presented a petition of the Boston Ballot-Rox Company, 
of Boston, Massachusetts, praying that they may have an opportunity 
to exhibit their patent ballot-box before any decision or selection shall 
be made by Congress in relation to that subject; which was referred to 
the Committee on Privileges and Elections. 

Mr. VOORHEES. I present the petition of Herman Sturm, a citizen 
of Indiana. It is proper to explain that a copy of this petition is now 
on file in the State Department, and the proofs relating to the eminent 


services of this petitioner in assisting Mexico to expel the forces of 


Franceand re-establish the Mexican Republic, and its importance is such 
that I ask that it be read. 
_ The PRESIDENT pro tempore. 
tion. 
The Acting Secretary proceeded to read the petition. 
ceeded for some areeer , 
Mr. ALLISON. Whatis the paper which is being read ? 


It will be read, if there be no objec- 


Having pro- 


The PRESIDENT pro tempore. 1t is a petition presented by the Sen- 
ator from Indiana [Mr. VoorHeeEs]. 
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Mr. VOORHEES. It is a petition of a very prominent citizen of 
Indiana who has been deeply wronged by the Government of Mexico, 
and he desires to lay his grievances before the Senate of the United 
States. It will occupy perhaps ten minutes to read the petition 

Mr. ALLISON. It is unusual to read at length the petition of a 
private citizen. I trust the Senator from Indiana will make a brief 
statement of its contents and have it referred to the proper committee. 

Mr. VOORHEES. I will not undertake to make a statement in re- 
gard to it. It is the presentation of a case wherein a man of ability, of 
military services, spent his own money and his own energies, obtained 
credit for the Government of Mexico, and put arms and troops in there 
to expel Maximilian and the French forces. His claim was laid before 
the commission created by the treaty of 1868. That commission divided 
as to the allowance of his claim. It went to the umpire, who decided 
not that his claim was unjust, not that he had not rendered the services 
spoken of and amply proven, but that the treaty did not contemplate 
the redress of wrongs arising out of contract, but rather those arising 
out of trespass upon persons and property. 

Thereupon his claim was dismissed for the want of jurisdiction as de- 
cided by the umpire, and from that day to this this prominent and 
worthy citizen of the United States has appealed in vain to every braneh 
of his Government except this for redress against the faithless author- 
ities of Mexico. 

If the Senator from Iowa desires to object to allowing his words to be 
read here, I shall ask the sense ef the Senate upon the subject. 1 know 


| of no more honorable way to spend time than in the redress of griev- 


ances suffered by American citizens. I know of no task in which the 
Senate of the United States or the Congress or any other department of 


| this Government can be better employed than in listening to and cor 


recting the abuses which have been inflicted upon our own people. I 
should be glad if the power of our flag and of our foreign policy could 
be asserted with far more spirit than it has been. 

I ask for the continued reading of the petition. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. Does the Senator trom Iowa object? 

Mr. ALLISON. Jl object to nothing. I can spend the time in list 
ening to the reading as well as anybody else 

Mr. VOORHEES. Does a single objection deprive a citizen of being 
heard upon a question of this kind? I believe there have been some 
great struggles over the right of petition in this Government 

The PRESIDENT pro tempor Rule 15 provides that 

When the reading of a paper is called for, and the same ted to by any 
Senator, it shall be determined by a vote of the Senate, and without debate 

Mr. VOORHEES. That is what Task. I ask a vote of the Senate 

Mr. HOAR. Ido not want to interfere with the desire of my friend 
from Indiana, because undoubtedly he has a right to read the petition 
as a part of his remarks; but I understand as a general rule there is a 
special provision in regard to petitions that the contents shall be stated 

The PRESIDENT protempore. Therule isthat *‘abrief statement of 
its contents shall be made by the Senator or Presiding Officer present 
ing it.’’ 

Mr. HOAR. I did not wish to interfere with the Senator at 
merely desired to call the attention of the Chair to the rule 

Mr. VOORHEES. I know my friend from Massachusetts did not 
desire to interfere with me, and I know my kind friend from lowa did 
not. I know the desire to get along with the business of the Senate, 
and I am not going to trespass upon its rule or tax the patience of lib- 
eral-minded gentlemen here. I will content myself with saying fur- 
ther, if the Senate will allow me, that in connection with the petition 
which has been partly read I ask to present the statement which was 
made of the claim of the petitioner before the commission, on which 
the decision was rendered, together with the printed proofs. [ask that 
the petition now in the hands of the Secretary, together with the docu- 
ments which I now present, may be printed as a Senate document for 
the use of the Senate, and that they be referred to the Commitéce on 


Is objec 


all; I 





Foreign Relations, and I shall not tax the Senate furthe: 
| Mr. SHERMAN. Lobject to that. There is an octavo 
| sented. 
The PRESIDENT pro tempore. 
| ask for its further reading. 
| Mr.SHERMAN. Heasks that the petition and accompany 
be printed. 
| Mr. VOORHEES. 
| Mr. SHERMAN. 


volume pre- 


The Senator from Indiana does not 


Ing papers 


Yes, sir. 

Printed at the expense of the Government? I 

think that would be a violation of the law. The motion to print would 

have to be referred tothe Committeeon Printing. Therule requires that. 
Mr. VOORHEES. Then each Senator here will be compelled to no- 

| tice the size of the papersaccompanying a petition to know whether the 
Government can stand the expense of the printing or not. The accom- 

| panying papers would not form an octavo volume, though the matter is 

| of considerable bulk 

| Mr. SHERMAN. The law r 

| the Committee on Printing 

| Mr. VOORHEES. Will the Senator state the law ? 

Mr. SHERMAN. I can not refer to it now,, but the law requires it. 

Mr. VOORHEES. I will be instructed by the Senator from Rhode 

| Island [Mr. ANTHONY] on that question 





quires such a motion to print to go to 
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Mr. SHERMAN. 
doubt. 

Mr. ANTHONY. ‘The law requires that a resolution to print extra 
copies of a document shall be referred to the Committee on Printing; 
but it does not require the reference of a resolution to print the usual 
number of any document. 

Mr. VOORHEES.  L ask for the printing of no extra copies. I ask 
for the usual order to print for the use of the Senate and Senators. I 
think the rule is with me instead of with the Senator from Ohio. 

Mr. MORGAN. Does this document accompany any resolution or 
bill? 

Mr. VOORILEES, It accompanies a petition. 

Mr. MORGAN. Ifa resolution or bill was presented and action re- 
quired by a committee and by the Senate, then the usual practice would 
be to refer the papers to the committee and allow the committee to say 
whether in their opinion they ought to be printed, whether the expense 
ought to be incurred. That is the usual practice. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. This is the rule of the Senate upon 
the subject of printing: 


The Senator from Rhode Island has it at hand, no 


53. Every motion to print documents, reports, or other matter transmitted 
by cither of the Executive Departments, or to print memorials, petitions, accom- 
nying documents, or any other paper, except bills of the Senate or House of 
presentatives, resolutions submitted by a Senator, communications from the 
Legislatures or conventions, lawfully called, of the respective States, and mo- 
tions to print by order of the standing or select committees of the Senate, shall, 
unless (he Senate otherwise order, be referred to the Committee on Printing. 

Mr. SHERMAN. That is the rule I referred to, 

Mr. VOORHEES. I understood the Senator from Rhode Island to 
state that that rule applies when extra copies are asked for. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The motion to print must be referred 
to the Committee on Printing. 

Mr. SHERMAN. The law applies to extra copies. 

Mr. VOORHEES. Then I will ask an order to print the petition, 
referring the question of printing the documents which I have sent to 
the desk for the use of the Senate to the Committee on Printing. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. Every motion to print memorials 
must be referred to the Committee on Printing. The whole subject must 
be referred to them to decide, where there is objection made to the print- 
ing. 

Mr. VOORITEES. Does the Senator from Onio insist on that rule? 

Mr. SHERMAN. [I think the rule had better be observed. 

Mr, VOORHEES. Does he insist on the rule that the question of 
printing the petition itself shall be referred to the Committee on Print- 
ing? 


Mr. SILERMAN. I havenodoubt the Committee on Printing would 


recommend the printing of the petition probably as the basis of action, 
but as to printing accompanying documents I will say to the Senator if 
that policy should be adopted and an example set of this kind the amount 
of printing done by this Government instead of being now greater than 
probably anywhere else in the world would be duplicated and quadru- 


pled to any extent. Therefore I simply insist upon the enforcement of 
the rule as a matter of justice to all parties. If the petition ought to 
be printed IT have no doubt the Committee on Printing, which is pretty 
liberal about such matters, will recommend that it be done. 

Mr. VOORILEES, In case the matter be referred to the Committee 
on Printing to determine whether the petition shall be printed at this 
stage, would it be proper to have the petition referred to the Commit- 
tee on Foreign Relations ? 

Mr. HOAR. Is not the course proposed by the Senator from Indiana 
last within the rule? I understand he desires to have the petition 
printed, and then the petition and documents referred to the Commit- 
tee on Foreign Relations, not having the documents printed. 

Mr. VOORHEES. That is what I ask. 

Mr. HOAR. I understand the rule requires such a question to go to 
the Committee on Printing, unless the Senate otherwise orders, and the 
motion of the Senator from Indiana is that the Senate do now other- 
wise order. So it seems to me the simple mode is to adopt his motion 
to print the petition, which is very brief. 

Mr. SHERMAN. It is very long. 

Mr. HOAR. The petition itself censists of only two or three pages. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The rule is that a motion to print 
goes to the Committee on Printing, unless the Senate otherwise orders. 
The Senator from Ohio objects, and therefore the sense of the Senate 
must be taken on the subject. 

Mr. VOORHEES. Lask, notwithstanding the objection of the Sen- 
ator from Ohio, that the order be given; not that the accompanying 
documents be printed, but that the petition be printed and referred, 
together with the accompanying documents, to the Committee on For- 
eign Relations, 

Mr. EDMUNDS. That motion is certainly in order. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The question is on the motion of the 
Senator from Indiana that the petition be printed, and, with the accom- 
panying documents, referred to the Committee on Foreign Relations. 

The motion was agreed to. 

Mr. SAWYER presented the memorial of John Plankinton and 80 
others, members of the chamber of commerce of the city of Milwaukee, 
Wisconsin, urging more liberal appropriations to the National Board of 
Health for preventing the spread of small-pox; which was referred to 
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the Select Committee to Investigate and Report the Best Means of Pre- 
venting the Introduction and Spread of Epidemic Diseases. 

Mr. SHERMAN presented the petition of workingmen, employ¢s of 
Franklin Iron Works, of Columbus, Ohio, praying that Congress wil] 
adopt no lower rates of duties on any foreign manufactured products 
than are recommended by the Tariff Commission; which was ordered to 
lie on the table. 

Mr. GORMAN presented a memoral of ship-owners, shipping mer- 
chants, and ship-brokers of the port of Baltimore, Maryland, protesting 
against section 13 of the House bill commonly known as the shipping 
bill, whereby it is provided that the duties performed by the shipping 
commissioners at home ports shall be performed by the collectors of the 
several ports of the United States; which was referred to the Committee 
on Commerce. 

Mr. GROOME presented a petition of 84 workingmen of the manu- 
facturing establishment of Coates & Brother, Locust Point rolling-mil!s, 
at Baltimore, Maryland, praying that Congress will adopt no lower 
rates of duty upon any foreign manufactured products than are recom- 
mended by the Tariff Commission; which was ordered to lie on the 
table. 

Mr. BAYARD presented the memorial of Mordecai Barnes, W. H. 
Seidel, and 82 others, employés of the firm of Seidel, Hastings & Co., 
of Wilmington, Delaware, in favor of an increase of duty on tin-plates, 
steel-wire rods, steel blooms, pig-iron, cotton-ties, and all ‘‘ non-enu- 
merated’’ articles; which was ordered to lie on the table. 

REPORTS OF COMMITTEES. 

Mr. BARROW, trom the Committee on Claims, to whom was re- 
ferred the petition of G. M. Woodruff, of North Carolina, praying com- 
pensation fora horse taken from him by the United States Government, 
submitted an adverse report thereon, which wasagreed to, and ordered to 
be printed. 

Mr. COCKRELL. Iam instructed by the Committee on Military 
Affairs, to whom was referred the bill (S. 2321) granting condemned 
cannon, and so forth, to the Dubuque Veteran Corps, Dubuque, Iowa, 
to report it back adversely with a printed report. © 

I will state the facts. We have had a report from the Secretary of 
War in pursuance of a resolution of the Senate that all the condemned 
cast-iron cannon which were available have been disposed of under pre- 
vious action of the Senate and House, and it is useless to pass any more 
such bills. The only remaining condemned cannon are the heavy guns 
in the forts which are inaccessible to ordinary lines of transportation 
and are not suitable for ornamentation of graveyards or monuments. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The bill will be indefinitely post- 
poned and the report will be printed if there is no objection. 

Mr. CONGER. I do not understand quite as the Senator does that 
there are nomore. I understand there are three hundred more cannon 
of a class that might be used for the purpose indicated. 

Mr. COCKRELL. The Senator may have some information that the 
Secretary of War has not. We have the information from the Secre- 
tary of War and his report accompanies this. 

Mr. CONGER. The report is printed and I speak by that. I ask 
that the bill be put on the Calendar and not indefinitely postponed. 

Mr. COCKRELL. I have no objection to that. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The bill will be placed on the Calen- 
dar with the adverse report of the committee. 

Mr. COCKRELL. The Committee on Military Affairs, to whom was 
referred the bill (H. R. 6826) to authorize the Secretary of War to turn 
over to Williams Post, Grand Army of the Republic, of Mystic, Con- 
necticut, four condemned cannon and four cannon-balls, have instructed 
me to report itadversely, and with a recommendation that it be indeti- 
nitely postponed, and witha written report. Let it go on the Calendar. 

The PRESIDENT protemore. The bill will be placed on the Calendai 
with the adverse report of the Committee. 

BILLS INTRODUCED. 

Mr, CHILCOTT asked and, by unanimous consent, obtained leave 
to introduce a bill (8. 2416) for the relief of A. W. Hicks; which was 
read twice by its title, and, with the accompanying papers, referred to 
the Committee on Claims. 

Mr. PLUMB (by request) asked and, by unanimous consent, ob- 
tained leave to introduce a bill (S. 2417) to reduce the limits of the 
Fort Lowell military reservation in the Territory of Arizona; which 
was read twice by its title, and referred to the Committee on Military 
Affairs. 

Mr. HALE asked and, by unanimous consent, obtained leave to in- 
troduce a bill (S. 2418) for the relief of Emery 8. Wardwell; which 
was read twice by its title, and referred to the Committee on Military 
Affairs. 

Mr. INGALLS. I have been requested by a citizen of the Territery 
of New Mexico to introduce a bill to amend the organic act of that 'Per- 
ritory. 

By unanimous consent, leave was granted to introduce a bill ({5. 2419) 
to amend section 10 of the organic act of the Territory of New Mexico; 
which was read twice by its title, and referred to the Committee on 
Territories. 

AMENDMENTS TO A BILL. 


Mr. HARRIS and Mr. COCKRELL submitted amendments intended 
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to be proposed by them respectively to the bill (H. R. 7327) to estab- 
lish post-routes; which, with the accompanying papers, were referred 
to the Committee on Post-Offices and Post-Roads. 


AMENDMENTS TO APPROPRIATION BILLS. 


Mr. HARRISON. I offer two resolutions, one a concurrent resolu- 
tion and the other a Senate resolution, and I ask their reference to the 
Committee on Rules, intended to present both sides of the difficulty 
we have had. I propose that we shall have either a joint rule on the 
subject of amendments to appropriation bills or that we shall abrogate 
our own rule, one or the other. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. 
first read. 

The concurrent resolution was read and referred to the Committee on 
Rules, as follows: 


The concurrent resolution will be 


Resolved by the Senate (the House of Representatives concurring), That the follow- 
ing be a joint standing order of the Senate and Houge of Representatives: 

No amendment, whether proposed by a member or by any committee, which 
proposes general legislation shall be received in either House to any general 
appropriation bill, nor shall any amendment not germane or relevant to the 
subject-matter contained in the bill be received, whether proposed by a mem- 
ber or by any committee ; nor shall any amendment to any item or clause in 
such bill which does not directly relate thereto be received, whether proposed 
by a member or by any committee. 


Mr. HARRISON. [ask that the other resolution be read. 

The resolution was read, as follows: 

Resolved, That the rule of the Senate numbered 29 be, and hereby is, abolished. 
and the following substituted in its stead : 

“Any amendment to a general appropriation bill may be laid on the table 
without prejudice to the bill.” 

Mr. ALLISON. That is the rule now. 

Mr. HARRISON. The resolution proposes to retain only so much 
of Rule 29 and abolish all the rest. 
Mr. ALLISON. I beg pardon. 
The PRESIDENT pro tempore. 

Committee on Rules. 
GATLING MACHINE-GUNS. 
Mr. HAWLEY submitted the following resolutions; which were con- 
sidered by unanimous consent, and agreed to: 
Resolved, That the Secretary of the Navy is hereby directed to communicate to 
the Senate the reports of the trials of the Gatling machine guns lately made at 


— Washington navy-yard, with the indorsements of the chiefs of ordnance 
thereon. 


Resolved, That the Secretary of War is directed to communicate to the Senate 
the reports of certain trials of Gatling machine guns lately made at Sandy Hook, 
New York, with the indorsements of the chiefs of ordnance thereon. 


The resolution will be referred to the 


DANGER-SIGNALS. 

Mr. HOAR submitted the following resolution; which was read: 

Resolved, That the Committee on Commerce be discharged from the further 
consideration of the bill (H. R. 707) to amend section 4233 of the Revised Statutes 
of the United States in relation to danger-signals. 

Mr. HOAR. I desire to have the resolution go over under the rule; 
but I wish to say that at the earliest opportunity when the condition 
of the public business shall justify it I propose to submit to the Senate 
some remarks upon the resolution. 

I wish to say now that all the great maritime nations of the world, 
including Great Britain, France, Spain, Italy, and Germany, and lesser 
states, numbering thirty-five in all, have agreed on a code of danger- 
signals to be observed by vessels, both steamers and sailing vessels, 
when steering by compass. The United States alone of maritime na- 
tions has not come into that convention. The result is, as everybody 
knows and as we have had painful evidence during the last week, that 
collisions at sea are frequently occurring. I have a list of several hun- 
dred such which have occurred within the last few years. The United 
States vessels act upon a different system of signals; and it has been 
held by the court of admiralty of Great Britain that in a collision at 
sea an American ship is to be held to be in fault by reason of the re- 
He aa Government to come into the rules adopted by all mankind 

e. 

The House of Representatives passed a bill early in the last session, 
and if it is not a violation of the rule I think I may say with great 
unanimity, providing for the appointment by the President of a compe- 
tent board of officers to revise our own code of danger-signals, the result 
of which undoubtedly would be an agreement with the code adopted 
by foreign countries. The jurisdiction over that matter in Great Britain 
is with the board of trade. The President called the attention of Con- 
gressto it by a very urgent paragraph in his general message at this 
session and by a very urgent special message sent in during the session 
of last summer. Yet this bill slumbers, for some reason which I ean 
not conceive, in the Committee on Commerce of this body; and the 
lives of American citizens, the lives of emigrants, the lives of all trav- 
elers by sea in American and foreign vessels are put to grievous and 
mexcusable peril by reason of the failure of our Government to come 
into this code. 

I do not propose to pursue the subject this morning, but I propose to 
call to the attention of the Senate the evidence of what I now say at 
the earliest moment when the business of the Senate will permit. 

Mr. VEST. Iam very glad the Senator from Massachusetts has men- 


CONGRESSIONAL RECORD—SENATE. 








tioned this subject. | had the honor at the last session of Congress to 
introduce a bill which proposes to enact that the danger-signals of the 
United States shall be contormed with those of the maritime nations of 
the world. That bill was not acted upon by the Committee on Com 
merce. The bill which came from the House of Representatives and 
which was referred to the Committee on Commerce was not tivorably 
considered for the reason that a majerity of the committee came to the 
conclusion that the bill was in the interest of a certain patent 

Mr. HOAR. If the Senator will permit me, I am authorized by the 
association of underwriters, who have specially called this matter to my 
attention, to say that they not only are willing but hope, while they 
do not understand it as the Senator from Missouri does, that everything 
in the bill which came from the House which can possibly give rise to 
such a construction shall be stricken out 
plish what the Senator's bill accomplishes 
content with his bill. 

Mr. VEST. The Senator from Massachusetts is mistaken in assum- 
ing that I made that objection. Lam not at liberty to say what passed 
in the committee. | fivored the bill as it came trom the House with 
very little modification; but finding that that bill could not be enacted, 
I introduced a bill myself in accordance with the recommendations of 
the Treasury Department, which was referred to the Committee on 
Commerce at the last session. That bill simply proposed to enact that 
the danger-signals of the United States should contorm with those of 
the other maritime nations of the world. ‘The matter is now pending 
before the Committee on Commeree. I did not exactly hear the word 
ing of the resolution of the Senator from Massachusetts, whether 
poses to discharge the committec 

Mr. HOAR. My resolution proposes todischarge the committee, so 
that the subject may be brought before the Senate. Then the measure 
of the Senator from Missouri can be substituted if he should propose 
that and the Senate should agree to it. ; 

Mr. VEST. Iam very glad the Senator has mentioned it. It is a 
most important subject and ought to be acted upon, as it ought to have 
been acted upon some time ago, by the committee and by the Senate. 

Mr. CONGER. [ ask that the resolution may be read. I did not 
hear it. 

The Acting Secretary again read the resolution 

Mr. CONGER. I feel it due to the Committee on Commerce, as the 
Senator from Missouri has said, to make a remark in regard to this 
matter. The Committee on Commerce have had several propositions 
before them relating to this subject; and in all the propositions which 
have been presented to the committee there have been two or three 
leading features which did not commend the subject-matter of the bills 
to the favorable consideration of the committee. In different forms 
the question has been before Congress for some years. In one form it 
came before Congress in a bill requiring every merchant vessel of the 
United States to purchase and use a kind of patent which had been in 
vented by some person to regulate the mode and give the signals in 
steering during fogs or at other times. It was a requisition which 
would have required a royalty to be paid by every vessel in the United 
States, for the benefit of that patentee, a proposition which seems to 
me, as ohe of the committee of this body, and seemed when it was pre 
sented in another House, as a bold, bare-faced attempt to put in the 
pocket of a patentee a very large amount of money at the expense of 
the shipping interest, without any considerable equivalent. The same 
principle remains now in all these bills; the same theory is in all 
Then when there are objections made to legislating solely fora patentee, 
the bill is changed so that there shall be some particular mode pre 
scribed, but as the patent is the only one there is in that direction it 
means the same thing in whatever form it comes. 

The Senator from Massachusetts knows, for we have couversed upon 
it, that the sole moving impulse for years in either House of Congress 
has been to arrive at some legislation which should compel or would 
permit, according to the terms employed, the use of this patent. Fail 
ing in that before the committees of the two Houses, the bill now pro 
posed places the entire power to make rules for navigation, for signals 
and for lights, in the hands of three subordinate persons, heads of bu 
reaus in the Treasury Department. Three persons are selected who are 
to have the whole power and control of making rules and changing 
rules on this subject, and who are to make them to conform to those of 
foreign nations, irrespective of the wishes of our own people 

This is the bill which is urged here, and it is urged that that be taken 
away from the Committee on Commerce. Congress has never given, 
even to its own board of twelve supervising inspectors of vessels, with 
a supervising inspector-general, it has always refused to give them the 
power to change the sailing directions or rules in regard to sailing and 
signals and lights. Congress never has given it to such a body as that 
appointed by the President, contirmed by the Senate, established by 
the law, because it would not put into the hands of anybody but Con 
gress the contro! of this most important of all subjects connected with 
our navigation. 

I think that this subject is in the hands of a committee that unde 
stand it. I think it is inthe hands of a committee that can guard this 
Government against the encroachments of patentees. I think it is in 
the hands ofa committee that know better whether to leave the regu- 
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lations and the laws and rules in regard to signals and lights and sail- 
ing directions in Congress or in the hands of any body of men. 

What is proposed in this bill would throw that whole subject into 
the hands of two or three men selected with power to make a revolution 
entirely in the law which has been the law for years in this country in 
regard to signals, lights, and sailing directions, under which law all the 
decisions of our courts have been made; so that the whole matter is 
settled not only in the law of Congress, but by judicial decisions which 
make it well understood by all the people of the country. It is pro- 
posed to throw that into the hands of three heads of bureaus, change- 
able as they may be from month to month. 

Mr. HOAR. Will my friend permit me to call his attention to a 
fact? ‘This is a matter which must be agreed to by all mankind, and 
the proposition is to put it into the hands of the President of the United 
States, having appointed such board of subordinate officers to advise 
him as he thinks fit. He and the Treasury Department and the State 
Department have urgently requested it. 

Mr. CONGER. I did not suppose the Senator rose to make a speech 
in the midst of mine. 

Mr. HOAR. Lask whether the Senator is serious in saying this ought 
to be done by act of Congress ? 

Mr. CONGER. Iam serious in saying it, and I am serious in say- 
ing that the British Government alone in the first instance changed and 
modified its sailing laws as to lights, signals, and sailing directions, and 
then secured of the naval powers and of the powers of the world not 
naval their acquiescence in it one way and another for the last three 
years; but the United States were never a party to that agreement, 
and were never, in any proper sense, invited to be until the whole thing 
had been done. If you look at the list of thirty-five nations that have 
subscribed to the English rules, you will see that some of them never 
had control of a vessel; they had no place where a vessel of theirs could 
reach the water; little insignificant countries, the very name of which 
would be novel almost if repeated here; and thus it is called interna- 
tional. It is true Germany and France and other leading nations have 
finally acceded to some of these regulations. Their watersare contigu- 
ous; they occupy the same channels, the same waters; they are like sail- 
ing rivers almost. But there isno reason in the world why there should 
be coupled with a desire to change the matter conformable to some in- 
ternational rule this kind of legislation which is thrust away from the 
power of Congress and given to two or three heads of bureaus. Thatis 
the object of this motion, to take that bill from the Committee on Com- 
merce without examination and bring it into the Senate and have it 
decided here. 

Mr. MCMILLAN. Mr. President 

Mr. MORRILL. I call for the regular order. 

Mr. CAMERON, of Wisconsin. The regular order is the Calendar. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. In five minutes the morning hour 
will have expired. 

Mr. VOORHEES. _ I desire to present some morning business. 

Mr. McMILLAN. Do I understand that any action is proposed to 
be taken upon this resolution? 

Mr. HOAR. I gave notice that when this could come up with justice 
to the other business of the Senate, I should address the Senate on the 
subject. The resolution goes over under the rule. That is all. 

Mr. McMILLAN. Then I have nothing to say. 

Mr. CONGER. Would it be in order to move to send the resolution 
to the Committee on Commerce? 

Mr. MORRILL. Not now. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The motion would not now be in 
order. The Senator from Massachusetts introduced the resolution with 
a view to submitting some observations. It lies over. 

Mr. McMILLAN. I have no remarks to make on it at this time, 
but when the resolution comes up I shall state the history of this pro- 
ceeding before the Committee on Commerce. 


ENROLLED BILL SIGNED. 


A message from the House of Representatives, by Mr. MCPHERSON, 
its Clerk, announced that the Speaker of the House had signed the en- 
rolled bill (H. R. 1294) more effectually to suppress gaming in the Dis- 


trict of Columbia; and it was thereupon signed by the President pro 
tempore. 





CONSIDERATION OF RECIPROCITY TREATIES. 


Mr. VOORHEES. I offer a resolution and ask that it be read. 
The Acting Secretary read as follows: 
Whereas the Constitution declares that 


Congress 
and collect taxes, duties, — excises, to Ray the debts and provide for 
the common defense one welfare of the P also 


~~ commerce with foreign : 
ved, That it is the sense of the Senate that in all legislative proceedings 
regulating the commerce of the United States with or between 
the States of the Union, or which affect the revenues 
citizens of the Union, the 


doors, to the end that the may be promptly and yi of 
the measures in contemp! or progress r safety and wel- 
fare, and may be thereby enabled to make known and 

their public servants, to remonstrate in season measures which they may 


deem injurious 4.1 their interests, = A i. 

methods emplo: to promote mere’ 

detriment fue public weal. “ 
Second, That in a government resting upon public opinion, deriving its just 





powers from the consent of the governed, and drawing its best inspiration and 
wisdom in large measure from the intelligent patriotism of its citizens, it is not 
proper that measures of general kaphmeation affecting the questions of taxa- 
tion and revenue or commercial intercourse with fore nations should be 
setiled in secret sessions of the Senate by treaty stipulations, while the more im- 
mediate representatives of the people, on whom Constitution expressly de- 
volves the origination of measures for raising revenue, are left ignorant of what 
is being done until the faith of the Government is pledged, and their own free- 
dom of action on legislative questions modified and constrained by the engage- 
ments of the treaty-making power. 

Third. That it ishereby ordered that all treaties or conventions usually known 
as reciprocity treaties, where alterations are made in the rate of duty imposed 
on any article subject to customs taxation, shall hereafter be considered in the 
open sessions of the Senate, and the debates and votes had thereon shall be printed 
immediately thereafter in the CONGRESSIONAL RECORD. 

Mr. VOORHEES. I ask that the resolutien be printed and lie on 
the table; and I give notice that I will at as early a time as possible call 
for a vote upon it. 

The resolution was ordered to lie on the table and be printed. 

THE INTERNAL REVENUE AND TARIFF DUTIES. 

The PRESIDENT pretempore. The morning hour has expired. 

Mr. MORRILL. I now move to postpone the present and all prior 
orders, for the purpose of taking up the tariff bill. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The Senator from Vermont moves to 
postpone the Calendar till to-morrow. 

The motion was agreed to. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The Senator from Vermont now 
moves to take up the unfinished business, which is the revenue bill. 

The motion was agreed to; and the Senate, as in Committee of the 
Whole, resumed the consideration of the bill (H. R. 5538) to reduce in- 
ternal-revenue taxation. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The question is on the amendment 
of the Senator from West Virginia [Mr.CAMDEN] making the duty on 
iron ore 60 cents per ton, instead of 50 cents. 

Mr. MILLER, of New York. Mr. President, I feel that I should 
apologize to the Senate for again saying anything upon the question of 
iron ore, and had it not been for the statement made by the Senator 
from Kansas [Mr. INGALLS] yesterday just before the adjournment, a 
statement startling if true, I would not venture this morning to say a 
single word more upon this question. . ‘ 

I look upon the action of the Senate yesterday as most unwise and 
prejudicial to the best interests of this country. I consider the value 
of the iron ore of the United States to-day to be far greater than the 
combined value of all the gold, silver, copper, and lead that are con- 
tained within our borders. The article of iron is such a necessity of 
life in our present condition that we might better lose all the precious 
metals than to lose it. I believe that the action taken yesterday hy 
the Senate so far as it went will have a direct tendency to close up for 
a long period of years a number of our iron mines which have been 
opened, and that it will prevent for an indefinite time the opening and 
the development of minesin many of our Southern States. This must 
be my apology for again troubling the Senate on this question. _ 

The statement made by the Senator from Kansas [ Mr. INGALLS] is as 
follows; I read from the REcoRD of to-day: 

I understand this foreign ore is used exclusively in the manufacture of Ameri- 
can steel. Iam also advised further that no American ore can be used for this 

urpose in consequence of the percentage of phosphorus which it contains. 

‘he foreign ore, therefore, is not a competitive product, and believing that it is 
not brought into competition with — sae product, I shall vote against 
the proposition offered by the Senator from Michigan, and if I have the oppor- 
tunity shail vote to put it on the free-list. 

Mr. President, if I believed as the Senator from Kansas undoubtedly 
does believe, what is there stated, I should vote with him to put iron 
ore upon the free-list; but it is because I know that that statement is 
not correct, that it no way approaches correctness, and that if that policy 
shall be carried out in the Senate and in Congress it will be at the cost 
of all our interests, that I am so earnest in this matter. 

I have received this morning by mail a letter from one of the most 
noted iron and steel manufacturers of this country, Mr. James A. Bur- 
den, of Troy, New York, where, as I said yesterday, the first Bessemer 
steel was made in this country. This letter so ably advocates the posi- 
tion which I took yesterday that I shall trouble the Senate to listen to it. 

Troy, N. Y., January 22, 1883. 

Dear Str: I have justsent you the following telegram : “I learnthat the ques- 
tion of tariff on iron ore is to come before the Senate in a day or two, I deem 
Det qxeet Seas to this State that there should be a sufficient tariff on iron 

. con 





ore, Our tains numerous and extensive deposits of iron ore, and their 
development should be encouraged. Such a course will benefit not only the ore 
producers but the iron manufacturers also, for the latter will then be able to ob- 
tain abundant supplies of ore at their very doors at Jess cost than if tra rted 
hand 0d Besides | al paaneien ey wap ee “pased os oon Jam 

t u upon a prineiple 
material produced in this country as tothe finished 


pea, I respectfully commend the subject to your careful consideration, and 
f your decision bein favor of higher tariff on oe I feel sure it will 
. ite 
accord with the interests of our State van took \ . BURDEN, 
“ President of the Burden Iron Co.” 
This was the di I received yesterday. Now follows his letter 
with a more statement of the case: 
Under tha postess tariff iron ore comes under the heading of articles not enu- 
merated is to an ad valorem duty, which amounts to a mere trifle 


per ton. ’ This was undoubtedly owing to the fact that atthe time 
the tariff was framed it was not expected that this country, with all its vast min- 
eral wealth, would ever become importers of iron ore. 
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Since the davelopment of the Bessemer-steel industry, which requires ore of a 
superior quality, the English manufacturers have been compelled to look to 
Spain and Africa for suitable ore for this process, and the extensive mines in the 
latter countries have been developed by English capital; and in this way the 
iron ores of Spain and Africa have of late years found their way to this country, 


the quantity imported being large and increasing. The importation of these ores | 


into this country at the beginning might have been necessary, but there is no 
necessity for it now, because lavish supplies of ores suitable for the Bessemer 
process— 


I beg the Senator from Kansas to listen to this language— 


lavish supplies of ores suitable for the Bessemer process and for the finer qual- 
ities of steel are now to be had in this country. Andat this point I wish toim- 
»ress upon you the great importance of this question to the State of New York. 
Penney vania is considered as pre-eminently the iron State, but she is not enti- 
tled to this distinction. It belongs to our own State. Pennsylvania is the coal 
State and Now York the iron State. New York State is rich in iron ore. I will 
not occupy your time by speakingof all the iron-ore deposits of our State. Iwill 
simply refer to three of its deposits, namely: Chateaugay, in Clinton County ; 
Port Henry, in Essex County; and the lately discovered deposits of Columbia 
County. Either one of these three deposits alone contains more ore than all the 
known deposits of the whole State of Pennsylvania, with the single exception 
of that at Lebanon, And the State of New York has already developed larger 
deposits of iron ore suitable for Bessemer steel than any other State in the Union, 
with the exception of Michigan. From this you will perceive how vital a ques- 
tion is the tariff on ore to the State of New York. In this State the mines are 
easily worked, and accessible to market at low rates of freight, and are being 
rapidly developed. With a proper tariff our State should become the greatest 
iron-ore producing State in the country; she would before long supply Penn- 
sylvania with the greater portion of its iron ore, and would render it unneces- 
sary for American manufacturers to go to foreign countries for ores for Bessemer 
purposes, the ores of our State being peculiarly adaptgd to this purpose. 


tariff on manufactured articles. 


This, Mr. President, is a letter coming from a man who has for many 
years been largely engaged in the manufacture of iron and steel. In 


| that they are voting for the interests solely of th 


Our friends on the other side have never yet made a free-trade argu- 
ment in which they have not pointed and adorned their tale by re- 
ferring to the overgrown and enormous monopoly of the Bessemer-stee] 
manuiacturers in this country. I say here, and it can not be denied 
or disproved, thata low rate of duty uponiron ore is simply aitd solely in 
the interest of the Bessemer-steel manufacturers of thiscountry. It will 
not reduce the price of iron to the consumer the one-millionth part of 
1 cent per ton. It is all taken by the Bessemer-steel men, who have 

a monopoly of the trade, who, holding the patents, of course can control 
it. I would ask our friends on the other side when they east theit 
votes against a fair rate of duty upon iron ore, tostate fairly and frankly 
Bessemer-steel manu 


rh 


| facturers of this country, and against the interests of the miners of the 


| copper a rate of duty which is perhaps fully 45 percent. Ws 


‘ | called upon— 
I think that the tariff on iron ore should bear some proper proportion to the | 
| 


tact the name of Burden is a household word among all consumers or | 
users of iron in this country, and his interests in manufacturing are | 


many fold greater than his interests in mining: 


Although a manufacturer myself, I do not think it is quite in accord with the 
principle of protection to ask for protection upon the iron I sell and object to 
protecting the miners of ore from whom I purchase. 

Under the present tariff steel railsare protected about 62 per cent., and bar-iron 
about 40 per cent, upon the market value of each, while iron ore is protected to 


the extent of only about 10 per cent. upon its actual market value. The cost of | 


labor on a ton of iron ore bears a greater proportion to value of product than is 
the case with pig-iron or steel rails. According tothe census reports of 1880, the 
labor required to manufacture a ton of steel from the pig by the Bessemer and 
open-hearth processes is $5.04, and the labor required to convert iron‘ore into 
pig-iron, including charcoal pig-iron, is $2.62. The census does not give tle cost 


of labor required to mine aton of iron ore, but I find in the Engineering and | 
Mining Journal, of August 12, 1882, a statement showing the cost of labor in 


mining a ton of ore in New Jersey to be $2.46. New York State contains many 
miners, and they are nearly all miners of iron ore. The question is an impor- 
tant subject for them, as they come in competition with the cheap labor of Spain 
and Africa, which, as you know, is probably the cheapest in the world, except- 
ing Chinese. The question of a tariff on iron ore is of greater importance to the 
people of New York State than to those of any other State of the Union. In 
view of the interests which they have at stake in this matter, I confess I have 
been surprised at the lack of information on the part of intelligent people re- 
garding the iron resources of the State and the policy required for their develop- 
ment. Isit right to advocate protection to labor engaged in manufacturing pig- 
iron, bar-iron, and steel rails, and deny similar protection to labor engaged in 
mining ore? The Representatives in Congress of the State of Pennsylvania have 
done in the past noble service for the cause of protection. They have also looked 
well after the interests of their State. This is shown by the high tariff on coal. 
It may be that, in the matter of iron ore, their desire to benefit temporarily the 
manufacturers of their own State exclusively may outrun their zeal for the right 
principle of protection. 


And Iam bound to say, Mr. President, in regard to that sentence, 
so far as action has been had in the Senate it does not hold true of the 
State of Pennsylvania, but it does hold true of some other States, as 1 
shall show before I have finished. 

It may be that you will find them advocating high rates of duty on iron and 
steel manufactures and indifferent to the duty on iron ore or anxious for a low 
duty. Perhaps this influence led the Tariff Commission— 

I call the attention of the Finance Committee to this— 
perhaps this influence led the Tariff Commission to report in favor of estab- 

ishing a duty of only 50 cents perton on iron ore in place of the higher duty ree- 
ommended by the iron and steel interest of the whole country at the convention 
at Crescent. In my opinion the duty on iron ore should be $1.50 per ton, but I 
su it would not be possible at this late hour to establish it at this figure. 


Under the circumstances I would recommend that the duty on iron ore be made 
$1 per ton. 


1 inclose copy of letter addressed by me to Mr. Smith M. Weed, and which he 
afterward asked my permission to read in his argument before the Tariff Com- 
mission, which required it to be printed in its present shape. 

I have but just returned home after an absence of ten days, and find, suddenly, 
that this question is to come before the Senate at once. I have endeavored in 
the limited time before the closing of the mail to set down the points which oc- 
curred to me and which it seemed to me should be laid before our Senators and 
Congressmen at Washington. 

Very respectfully, yours, 
JAS. A. BURDEN. 

Senator WARNER MILLER, Washiagton, D. (. : 

Here is a letter, as I said, from one of the most. noted iron and steel 
manufacturersin this country, in which it is stated most unequivocally 
that we have in the United States all the ores which are necessary for 
the production of Bessemer steel and even of the higher grades of steel. 
I put that statement of this iron-master against the information which 
the Senator from Kansas may have upon the subject. 

In whose interest, Mr. President, are we putting a low rate of duty 
on iron ore? Who is to be benefited? The iron ore which has been 
imported into this country during the past two years has been taken, 
nearly every tonof it, by two or three manufacturers of Bessemer-steel. 


United States. 

Mr. President, in looking over the Recorp, and in listening to the 
answers which were given to the call of the roll on the various votes 
yesterday upon $1 per ton, and upon 85 cents per ton, and upon 75 
cents per ton, I confess my surprise at finding that only two Senators 
from all New England voted tor either one of these rates, and 
led to ask myself the question, Why is this so? We shall soon arrive 
at a portion of the tariff where we shall be asked to maintain and put 
high rates of duty upon fine machinery which uses steel and iron and 


shall be 


1 was 


Mr. MORRILL. 
the votes of Senators from New England, that [come trom New En 
gland, and that this matter was very fully considered in the committe 
and it was a struggle between retaining any duty upon ore and having 
it at 50 cents. 

Mr. MILLER, of New York. I understand that. 

Mr. MORRILL. And having accomplished in the committee a r 
tention of the duty at 50 cents per ton, I felt bound myself to vote tor 
it in the Senate. The Senator has made another mistake in relation to 

| what the manufacturers ask. He has stated it at $1 a ton. 
but 85 cents. 

Mr. MILLER, of New York. [simply read the letter of Mr. Bur 
den. I understand they first asked for a dollar a ton, and then modi 
| fied their views to 85 cents a ton. 

Mr. MORRILL. I have their report 

Mr. FRYE. Will the Senator allow me right ther Che Senator 
alludes to machinery. There never ha 1 is not to-day so high 
| a rate of duty on machinery as there is upon the raw material that goes 
| into machinery, to say nothing at all about the labor 

Mr. HOAR. Wiil my friend from New York allow im 

Mr. MILLER, of New York. Certainly. 

Mr. HOAR. It is certainly impossible to frame any tariff bill with 
due regard to the interests of the country without placing very great 
reliance upon the judgment of the committee who have investigated 
the subject. For myself, in this matter I have followed the committee 

Mr. MILLER, of New York. I had expected somewhat to stir up 
my New England friends; and I am not through withthem yet. They 
say it is not possible to make a tariff bill which shalldo exact justice to 
all the industries of this country; but I think it is. For one I propose 
| to stand here for what I believe to be exact justice to all portions of 
| the country. 
|} Mr. HOAR 
| did not say. 
Mr. MILLER, of New York. I understood the Senator. 

Mr. HOAR. I said it was not possible to frame a bill which should 
do justice without imposing very great reliance upon the judgment of 
the committee. This is not a question of protecting or not protecting 
iron ore; it is a question as to what particular amount of duty is a rea 
sonable and adequate protection. Now, the Committee on Finance, se- 
lected for their knowledge of this special subject by the Senate, on heat 
ing all the parties, conclude that an adequate protection is 50 cents a 
ton, and the Senator from New York proposes 85, though he thinks it 
ought to be a dollar or a dollar and a half. 

Mr. MILLER, of New York. I propose to. make it $1. 

Mr. HOAR. The Senator said if he had his way he would make it 
a dollar and a half, I believe. It seems to me very singular for any 
Senator to undertake to make such an argument as that which we have 
heard. Any Senator who thinks that on the whole he can rely more 
safely on the judgment of this committee than on that of interested 
parties may well vote against such an amendment. 

Mr. MORGAN. Ido not desire to have any exposure of the inter- 
necine quarrels of gentlemen on the other side, still if they say any- 
thing in the Senate we should like to hear it, at least we should like 
the Reporter to hear it so that the country may know what they are 
saying. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. 
floor. 

Mr. MILLER, of New York. I said that I was greatly surprised at 
the action of the majority of the Senators from New England, and I 
repeat that. I am not making any sectional argument in regard to this 
| matter, and I shall not be found taking any sectional ground myself; 

but it is well known that the great industries which flourish in New 


slo 


Will the Senator allow me to Bay, i he vefer 


They ask 


been an 


a word 





The Senator will pardon mi He is quoting what I 





The Senator from New York has the 
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England (and I am glad that they do flourish there) have been built 
up and have been made possible by the system of protection which the 
chairman of the Finance Committee [Mr. MORRILL] had the great honor 
of giving to this country more than twenty years ago, and I shall re- 
yvret if he shall in any way depart from the position which he took in 
that great contest. I shall regret if he shall find himself compelled to 
compromise as the first great leader of protection in this country, Henry 
Clay, did, when he submitted to a compromise tariff, which resulted 
in bringing great distress and bankruptcy upon this country and which 
put back the development of it more than fifty years. I pray and hope 
that the men who have led in this great contest during the past quarter 
of a century will not be found wanting now. There are still greater 
resources and still greater opportunities to go on and to develop the un- 
told wealth which nature has given us. 

I say, sir, that the industries in all New England have been made 
possible by the tariff. Many of them have been brought to a position 
where they need to-day little or no protection; but there are other 
States and other interests which do need protection in order that their 
resources may be developed. No portion of our country to-day needs 
it so much as that portion which lies south of the Potomac River. It 
has iron mines of untold value which are only waiting for the magic 
touch of capital in order to bring them out and to bless all the States 
in which they are found. 

If New England shall think it necessary and if her ideas are that 
iron ore should have little or no duty upon it in order that she may 
thereby reduce the market price of pig-iron or of bar-iron or of steel, 
which she so largely uses in her machine shops, I want to say that she 
is greatly mistaken. If gentlemen want cheap iron and cheap steel in 
this country they will only have them by holding on to the system of 
protection; and if it is found, as I believe it is, to be necessary that 
there should be more protection to the development of iron ore it should 


be given; and by that means ten years more will not elapse before, in- | 


stead of our sending abroad, as we have been doing during the past year, 
not only for iron ore but for iron itself in all its various forms, we shall 
make it all here and sell it to the consumer for less money than it is 
being sold for to-day. 

I have here a statement of the amount of iron of all kinds which was 
imported into this country last year. It amounts in round numbers 
to 1,900,000 tons, including pig-iron and steel and all the various forms 
in which it has come in. ‘Taking the total amount as 1,900,000 tons 
of pig-iron, it was manufactured from 3,500,000 tons of iron ore, and it 
required 3,500,000 tons of coal to make the iron which was imported 
into this country last year. Still we have ores in almost every State 
trom Maine to the Gulf, ores sufficient to make all the iron that is made 
in the world, and all the coal that is necessary to make it. 

I find, in looking at this matter still further, that if we take the 
1,900,000 tons of iron imported into this country last year, and consider 
the coal which was used to make it, and put it into figures, the fact is 
that if it had been produced in this country there would have been paid 
out in wages alone for the production of the iron which we imported 
about $60,000,000. It would have given employment to about 100,000 
able-bodied men for 300 days in the year at $2 per day, and those 
100,000 men, if employed, would have supported by their labor fami- 
lies amounting to more than half a million of our people. 

We have sent abroad during the past year money and grain to pay 
for all this. If we had produced it here the balance of trade would 
have been very largely in our favor. And the question now before the 
Senate is whether we shall go on doing that sort of thing, or whether 
we shall have such a rate of protection for the mining of iron ore and 
smelting it and producing ore of all kinds as shall make us absolutely 
independent of any foreign country for this the greatest necessity of 
civilized life. 

Mr. ROLLINS. Will the Senator allow me to ask him a question 
before he sits down ? 

Mr. MILLER, of New York. Certainly, sir. 

Mr. ROLLINS. _ I desire to ask the Senator from New York, in view 
of the lecture he has been reading New England Senators for their votes 
upon the tariff on iron ore, what rate of duty was recommended by 
the Tariff Commission ? 

Mr. MILLER, of New York. That question has been answered many 
a time yesterday in this debate. 

Mr. ROLLINS. I am very well aware of that fact, but I should 
like to have the Senator from New York answer it now. 

Mr. MILLER, of New York. Fifty cents per ton. 

Mr. ROLLINS. Fifty cents per ton by the Tariff Commission and 
by the Finance Committee of this body as well? 

Mr. MILLER, of New York. By the Finance Committee of this 
body as well, as explained by the chairman. 

Mr. ROLLINS. I should like farther to ask the Senator from New 
York, who represented the iron interest upon the Tariff Commission, 
if it was not Mr. Oliver of the State of Pennsylvania ? 

Mr. DAWES. He represented Bessemer steel. 

Mr. MILLER, of New York. That is just what I have been saying. 
I had read a letter here showing that this duty on iron ore was made 
simply and solely in the interest of the Bessemer-steel manufacturers of 
this country who have a monopoly of the industry because they hold 





the patents. They consumed last year every ton of foreign ore that 
came into this country. Nota ton went anywhere else. 

Mr. ROLLINS. _I for one had supposed that the iron interest of this 
country was pretty well cared for by the Tariff Commission, the iron 
interest being represented by an iron manufacturer of Pennsylvania. 

Mr. MILLER, of New York. No doubt the iron interest, so called, 
has been well cared for; but the iron interest of which the Senator from 
New Hampshire speaks is the iron industry beginning with pig-iron, 
and not with the ore dug out of the earth. There is where it began. 
It did not go any further down than that; and this proposes to allow 
the Bessemer-steel men to go anywhere in the world where they can 
obtain their ore the cheapest, and bring it here and make it into Besse- 
mer steel, when we have an unlimited and unbounded supply of it here 
ourselves. 

But, sir, I regret to see that New England has seen fit in this one 
thing to vary from what I believe to be the sound doctrine of protec- 
tion—that is, that it shall be given to labor in all its forms where it is 
employed in this country. But I want to say to the Snators from New 
England that they need not fear any reprisals from me. I voted with the 
Senator from Connecticut [Mr. PLAtTr] the other day when he made 
an argument here which I believed was conclusive in regard to the duty 
upon saltpeter. I shall be prepared to stand by them in all their in- 
dustries, whether of machinery, or of cotton, or of wool, or of silk. 
Wherever they shall show that they need a certain rate of duty my vote 
will always be with them, no matter whether it corresponds with the 
recommendation of the committee or whether it corresponds with the 
recommendation of the commission or not. I am inclined to think that 
there are some New England Senators on this floor who can tell us more 
about the industries in their individual States than the Tariff Com- 
mission learned when it traveled over this country upon a junketing 
tour and did it all up in a grand round in two or three months. 

I shall be prepared to follow the New England Senators upon every 
proposition where they will be able to convince my judgment; there will 
be noreprisals in my votes; and if I were disposed to indulge in reprisals 
here I could not do it without wounding the State which I represent. 
New York to-day is the greatest manufacturing State in this country. 
I find by Census Bulletin 302 that during the year 1880 New York had 
employed in manufacturing industries $514,246,575 in capital, that she 
employed of laborers 531,533; and if we take the average number of 
people who are supported by each individual who works in a manu- 
facturing establishment, we find that one-half of the population of that 
great State to-day get their living by working in manufacturing estab- 
lishments. 

In addition to that, the farming industry of New York is entirely de- 


| pendent upon the manufacturing establishments within its own bor- 


ders. If they were not working we should be in competition with the 
great West, in competition with Kansas and Nebraska, which turn their 
back upon us here on almost every vote; we should be compelled to 
send from one to two millionsof our people out into that western coun- 
try to take up new farms, and to vastly increase the amount of agri- 
cultural products which would be produced in thiscountry. Less than 
one hundred years ago the Genesee Valley was the center of the wheat 
culture of this country. It has passed away from us; it has gone from 
Ohio to other Western States, and on and on until it is in the great 
Northwest, and soon it will reach the Pacific coast. 

We are in New York the greatest consumers of all the cereals pro- 
duced in the West. Even in our dairy districts, in which I immedi- 
ately live, we do not grow the grain for our own cattle, but we bring it 
from Indiana and from Kansas and from Nebraska by the tens of thou- 
sands of bushels to feed to our cattle. Agriculture is possible in New 
England and New York only because we have the market at our doors; 
and we can supply not the great cereals—we can not supply corn or 
wheat, neither can we supply beef. The Senator from Texas [Mr. 


| MAXEY] yesterday was complaining about a little duty upon barbed 
| wire for the fences to keep his cattle upon the bounteous plains of Texas. 


I want to ask him, ask the Senators who represent those great States 
where the cattle roam by the hundreds of thousands, what their beef 
would be worth upon the hoof if it were not for the eastern consum- 
ers? The amount that is exported to England is a mere bagatelle, a 
mere trifle. 

New York, I say, then, has everything at stake in the tariff; not only 
its industries, but every foot and every acre of its land would be almost 
valueless for agricultural purposes if a great panic should come upon 
our country. If one-half or one-quarter of our manufacturing estab- 
lishments should be closed, no State would suffer more than the State 
which I represent; and therefore, Mr. President, if I had anything of- 
fensive in my heart, if I was at all disposed to reprisals, I could not do 
it without injuring my own constituents as much as any others. I say 
to the Senators from New England, do with this question of iron ore as 
you please; your votes have decided it and will decide whether it shall 
go on the free-list or not. Act without any regard or consideration to 
what my vote shall be, for you will never lose it upon any important 
industry of yours which you may be able to bring before the Senate. 

Mr. President, I have not always been able to approve of the senti- 
ments of my friend from North Carolina [Mr. VANCE], who so often ad- 
dresses us upon the tariff. Iam glad whenever I can find anything he 
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says upon the tariff to approve of, and I want to put it down in my own 
memory and down in the REcorD, so that it may stand forever. Last 
vear he made an elaborate argument upon the tariff question here, and 
{ want to read just one clause from it in regard to this subject of iron 
ore. The Senator from North Carolina said; 

1 want all American labor to have a fair and even chance. I want my own 
poor workingmen at home protected, not only against foreign paupers but also 
against domestic brigandage. Almost every item of foreign raw material used 
by our factories is the product of foreign “ pauper labor,” and is admitted duty 
free. By the report of the Chief of the Bureau of Statistics for the three months 


ending September 30, 1880, there is seen a statement of the imports of iron ore, | 


which shows a total of 425,000 tons, worth $1,192,000, brought from every quarter 
of the world, all dug by pauper labor, and much of it even by convict labor as I 
am informed, notably 113,000 tons from the French possessions in Africa. This 
in preference to the ore dug by free American labor in Alabama, Georgia, Ten- 
nessee, North Carolina, and other States. It comes in as ballast in foreign bot- 
toms, to the detriment of American ship-owners. . 


Mr. President, I adopt those as my sentiments. It is seldom that I 
have an opportunity to approve of the remarks of the Senator from 
North Carolina. I believe that we are making a great mistake in this 
question. I believe that if all the Senators representing the various 
States, not only where iron ore is to be found but where it is not to be 
found and where it must be used, should see that it was for the interest 
of the whole people to put at least $1 a ton duty upon the importation 
of iron ore, it would not be ten years before we should be absolutely 


independent of all the world either for ore or for iron or steel in any of | 


its shapes. 

Just one word more as to the proposition of the Senator from Kansas, 
that we have no ores which will make American steel. I desire to re- 
fer him to the little State of Colorado, which has already invested some 
three or four million dollars in putting up great iron and steel works, 
and I understand from her Representative that she is making there the 
best quality of steel rails made anywhere in this country or in this 
world, and she does it without going outside of the borders of her own 
State. . 

Mr. President, we have an abundance of these ores everywhere. If 
the great iron and steel manufacturers of this country who have had so 
much to do with this schedule upon metals would only consent that we 
should have a fair rate of protection upon that industry, they would 
find it not only to their own interest but to the interest of the whole 
yeople. 

Mr. MORRILL. Mr. President, so far as legislation is concerned it 
is a subject of compromise from beginning to end. No measure passes 


which exactly suits every man in the Senate. It must be a matter of 


compromise. I am delighted to find that we have got a more stalwart 
representative of protection than ever Henry Clay was, to say nothing 
of myself; but the Senator from New York should remember that the 
Tariff Commission had not the benefit of his three-quarters of an hour’s 
speech yesterday morning and his three-quarters of an hour’s speech 
this morning, nor had the Committee on Finance of the Senate the ben- 
efit of his views upon the subject, nor had another committee of a larger 
number in a different House from this the benefit of the Senator’s re- 
marks upon this subject. 

Now, Mr. President, since this bill has been taken up I have not, 
except in the opening speech, occupied five minutes at any time in ex- 
planation of it. As I said before in relation to this matter, I have not 
much doubt that the tariff upon iron ores might have been raised a little, 
but we absolutely reported as much as the average has been for a series 
of years, and as I stated it was a subject of compromise, 50 cents having 
been agreed upon by the Committee on Finance, I must of course adhere 
to it. 

Mr. MILLER, of New York. Just one word in answer to the Sena- 
tor from Vermont. I understand full well that this whole matter must 
to a certain extent be a matter of compromise, and I am perfectly will- 


ing to submit to that general rule. For anything that I am myself 


interested in, or anything that I know anything about, I am in favor 
of the lowest rate of duty under which the industry can possibly live. 
So in this matter all that I ask fof the iron-ore industry is that in mak- 
ing a compromise it shall not be reduced to a point which will destroy 
it; because if it can not exist, if the mining of the ores of which we 
have been speaking can not exist ander a rate of 50 cents made by the 
Tariff Commission and the Finance Committee, then of course com- 
promise means death. If it can exist at 75 cents or 85 cents or adol- 
lar, I want to go to the very lowest point possible under which the in- 
—— can continue to prosper and be able to pay fair wages to American 
r. 

Mr. MORRILL. But the Senator very invidiously referred to the 
votes of the Senators from New England. 

_ Mr. MILLER, of New York. If there was anything invidious in my 
insinuation I desire to withdraw it. 

Mr. MORRILL. He afterward admitted that he would not make 
any reprisal simply because it was impossible for him to do so in con- 
‘Sequence of the interests of the State of New York being involved. Now, 
I say to the Senator that if he does not mean anything, he had better 
not say it. 

Mr. MILLER, of New York. I submit that the Recorp will show 
that the Senator does me great injustice in that remark. I first said, 


‘without referring to the interests of New York, that I should stand with 
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we 


| New England, and with every State in this Union upon all their in 


dustries, so far as they should present them te my judgment in the Sen- 

ate; but I did say, further, that if I was at all disposed to reprisal, if 
| there was anything of that kind in my heart, I could not possibly give 
| scope to it here without injuring my own people. I did not mean to 
| utter any threat, but I said before even I spoke of it that I should be 

found during the remainder of the discussion of this bill just where 1 

have been during the days which have preceded, for I have voted with 

every Senator who gave good reasons for what he asked in the bill. 

Mr. BECK. I see by the Recorp this morning that I made a ice 

; mark yesterday which perhaps does injustice, unintentionally I claim, 
to the Senator from Georgia |Mr. Brown], or it may be so construed. 
After he had asked me several questions relative to Bessemer steel and 
other things, which I had explained as well as I could, he seemed to 
think I had made no explanation that was satisfactory, and in perhaps 
rather a petulant way I observed that I was not sure I could satisty him; 
that I supposed he would vote for it if it was 100 or 150 per cent., and 
then I said: 

I do not expect to convert him 


That is as far as my remarks applied to him, and perhaps | had no 
right to say that, but I then added: 





| nor do I expect to convert any of these gentlemen who believe in prot: 


] etion for 
protection’s sake 


|. 
I had shown on the floor of the Senate before when this discussion was 
up was not only a protectionist, as I thought, but after the convention 
that met in Chicago had resolved that the American people intended 
hereafter to keep this market for themselves, and that the tarii? must 
be protective, had presided over a meeting in New York where he de 

clared in language as forcible as he has been using now that he was a 
protectionist, and, as I understand from his speech, a protectionist per 
se. It was to him and that class of men that I was referring, and not 
to the Senator trom Georgia, when I spoke of those who were in favor of 
protection for protection’s sake. 

I wanted to say that much in justice to myself, although in the some- 
what awkward way in which I expressed it I can see by reading the 
RECORD this morning that the Senator from. Georgia might well un 
derstand I was referring to him, though I was not. 

Mr. BROWN. Ithank the Senator from Kentucky for the expla 
natio he hasmade. I did understand him as I stated yesterday. 1 
have entertained for him for a long time the warmest possible friend 
ship and the greatest possible regard, and I did not believe he had any 
motive to misrepresent me. I felt that he had misrepresented me, 
and hence I responded to the charge as I did. I now understand what 
his motives were, and I thank him for the explanation. 

Mr. DAWES. I have not risen with any intention to occupy the at 

tention of the Senate for any length of time, but to express my dis 
| couragement at the debate which has been had this morning. I think 
that any one who has heard it and who has believed that the financial 
policy of this Government rested upon principle has found great dis 
couragement in what he has heard. I have not got up to repel any re 
marks of the Senator from New York upon New England or to protest 
against what the chairman of the Committee on Finance has said. 1 
do not ask any Senator to stand by New England. I should consider 
myself derelict in duty if I proclaimed myself here a Senator, while 
this bill is under consideration, standing by New England. If New 
England has any interest whatever that can not stand except tribute 
| be paid to it by other sections of this country, she must find some other 
representative than me here to advocate or defend such a sort of policy 
as that. If New England has any sound, wise economic policy, it rests 
upon 2 broad foundation embracing the whole country and all its in 
terests. I repel the idea that we are here making compromises in set 
tling the great financial policy of this Government. It does not rest 
on compromises; it can not be made up on compromises. Unless we 
are willing to adopt some sort of principle in this matter and stand 
by it, whatever may be its application to particular interests, we had 
better give it up. There are too many of us, there are too many in 
terests, there are too many policies, there are too many climatic differ 
ences, there are too many local interests concerned for us seventy-six 
men here to think we can build up a financial policy for this Govern 
ment that shall rest upon compromise and not upon principle. 
} Mr. MILLER, of New York, I have preached no doctrine of com 
promises. I have said undoubtedly that I stood here for what i be 
| lieved to be the proper protection to all the industries of all the States. 
| Mr. DAWES. The Senator from New York is entitled to great re- 
spect and attention when he speaks, but he must not flatter himself 
that whatever is said here has allusion to him alone. 

Sir, what is the principle that we claim this tariff policy shall rest 
upon? It scems to me, and I always supposed it was sound, that we 
should so regulate and graduate these duties as to best develop all 
there is of strength, all there is of resource, all there is of wealth in 
this country, whether it be in the bone and sinew of the laborer, in the 
fruition of capital, or in the wealth in our own bosom. That seems to 
me to be the principle; but if we are to stand guard here over any par- 
| ticular interest in our own locality and fight for that against all comers, 


| 
| 
} Iwas answering the Senator from New York [Mr. Miturr)], whom 
| 
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we had better give up any attempt to reduce the tariff. Unless we can 
agree to some principle upon which we shall adjust this tariff we had 
better give over, and we had betteropen our ports to the free competi - 
tion of the world, and gather our revenue by taxation upon ourselves 
than to undertake the work in this way. 

Sir, take this particular interest. I do not agree with this commit- 
tee or with the Tariff Commission with regard to iron ore; not because 
it affects New England, but because I feel that it violates what I sup- 
posed, was the principle upon which I was to act here. It determines 
this, that all the iron ore, or substantially all the iron ore, in this 
country east of the Alleghany Mountains shall remain unquarried, un- 
brought-out; that all that shall remain there, and all the capital neces- 
sary to bring it to the surface and all the labor necessary to beemployed 
in bringing it out shall be unemployed here; and thatso far as iron fur- 
naces east of the Alleghany Mountains are concerned, they shall largely 
be dependent upon iron ore quarried and brought out by capital car- 
ried to Spain and carried to Africa, and by the employment of men in 
Spain and men in Africa to bring it out and then brought here; and 
whatever expense of freight there is upon it is so much thrown away 
into the sea, doing nobody any good, but adding to the cost of the ma- 
terial itself when it is put down at the furnace. That is the policy my 
friend from Vermont says that we must compromise on, and because the 
manufacturers of iron in the higher stages over on the other side of the 
Alleghany Mountains have prepared a metal schedule, the result of 
which is to put higher protection upon all the higher grades of manu- 
facture of iron that exist now, and to bring down the duties upon raw 
material that enters into it, he says that we must take that because it 
is a compromise, 

Mr. MORRILL. No, Mr. President; I merely referred to the word 
‘compromise’? because that word was used by the Senator from New 
York, and I said that there was no measure pending in a legislative 
body like this that was not a subjectof compromise. By that I merely 
intended, for instance, that the civil-service bill might not be exactly 
what every one would want. And take the bankrupt bill; it might 
not be what everybody would want; some provision would be in it that 
would be different from the private opinion of Senators voting for it. 
Now, in relation to the tariff there may be a 5 or 10 per cent. difference 
upon every article almost in the whole range of articles that are found 
in the tariff bill upon which there would be a difference of opinion, 
some thinking a particular duty ought to be 5 per cent. less, others 
thinking it ought to be 5 per cent. more. Therefore, I said that this, 
like all other articles, was a subject of compromise, meaning by that 
that we had got to get the average minds of Senators, or a majority, in 
favor of one rate in preference to another. I did not mean any com- 
promise beyond that, 

Mr. DAWES. Is there any reason in the world why a different rule, 
aity other rule, should be applied to iron ore than just such a duty as 
will induce our people to quarry it at home, to mine it at home? If 
it is here what is it put here for? What is the iron ore here for ex- 
cept for us to develop it into the manufactured article? And how can 
we better promote the welfare of the country in every part, strengthen 
the arm of the laborer, clothe him, give him comfort and competence— 
how can we better employ the capital of the country than by furnishing 
it an opportunity here? What argument is there in the world that ap- 
plies to any other industry in the nation that does not apply to this? 

Why is it that if we are engaged in the manufacture of the article in 
its higher stages we must insist upon it that we will go abroad and get the 
raw material when the raw material is here any more than we shall 
xo abroad for our hemp when hemp isgrown here in abundance? Why 
is it that we should not go to Canada for our asbestos when there is a 
great abundance of it in our Southern States? Why did we put back the 
duty upon asbestos except because we had it here at our own command 
and we would not go to Canada for it? We would bring it out of the 
bowels of the earth and use the riches that are there for our own bene- 
tit. Why should we not do the same as to the iron ore on the east side 
of the Alleghany Mountains? It is not a question that will affect at 
all those on the other side of the Alleghanies, because the question of 
treights comes in there and puts an end to importations. It can not be 
brought from Spain to this country and across the country into com- 
petition with the ores on the other side of the Alleghany Mountains, 
but it can on the seacoast, from Maine clear down to Georgia and to Ala- 
bama. Do our friends in Alabama want their beds of inexhaustible 
ores to remain where they have for the last century, while we are send- 
ing over to Africa for ore as they used to send there for to sup- 
ply the slave market? Do they want to go to Africa fortheir iron ores 
and bring them to Alabama? No, I know they want to develop their 
own mines, So in New Jersey, so in New York. 

I do not see how this can affect New England except as everything 
that trenches upon the principle on which this tariff ought to be enacted 
affects New England and affects the whole country. New England is 


dependent upon the whole country, upon the prosperity of every State in 
it for her prosperity. All she asksis her opportunity, and she will avail 


herself of any opportunity which brings common prosperity to the coun- 
try. 

Mr. MORGAN. Allow me to ask the Senator from Massachusetts in 
that connection is he not willing that iron ore should make some con- 
tribution to the revenues of the country ? 


: 





Mr. DAWES. Most certainly. I am quite willing that iron ore 
should make some contribution to the revenue of the country. Does not 
my friend say he is willing to be taxed upon the income of his furnace 
and upon the material prosperity and property of his State to supply 
the revenues of the country? Sir, I would say adjust the duty upon 
iron ore and upon every other import where it will bring in revenue 
enough to supply the necessities of the Government and at the same 
time will build up all our industries. I believe that a tariff can be 
framed not upon compromise but upon principle, principle as broad as 
the nation, and if adopted and adhered to as permanent as its prosperity, 
that will furnish this Government, through the revenues of the custom- 
house, all its necessary receipts and at the same time hold up and build 
up all our industries, furnish employment for all who are here and will 
come here and share our fortunes, and will keep capital here employed, 
develop all our wealth, and make us great and strong and powerful. 

I ask no compromise. I ask no favors for New England, least of all. 
If I am asked to vote upon a question I will not stop to consider, so far 
as I am able, any other question than as to how it will affect the whole 
country and how it will conform to the principle which has come to be a 
conviction, that it is the duty of this Government to so legislate as to 
build itself up, and not to so legislate as to contribute to the prosperity 
of other nations at our own expense. 

Mr. VANCE. Mr. President, as the Senator from New York did me 
the honor to read from a speech which I delivered in this place last 
February, I have hunted up that vigorous document and find, as I had 
a suspicion when the Senator was reading, that I was not seeking to 
prove that I wanted a high tariff levied on iron ores for the benefit of 
the iron-workers in my country but that I was arguing to show the 
shallowness and hypocrisy of the claim that the manufacturérs were 
making for a high protective tariff in the name of labor, and was going 
on to show that they took advantage of the laws of political economy 
and got cheap material wherever they could find it though American 
labor suffered by it. I presume, of course, that the Senator did not 
read the whole of my speech, or he would have seen that that was the 
object that I was trying to prove. Of course, if he had read the whole 
of the speech and read it carefully and prayerfully, being a reasonable 
man and in the peace of our sovereign lord, the king, whom it would 
have been murder to slay in cold blood, he could not remain any longer 
a high protectionist. 

Now, sir, the remainder ef the paragraph that he quoted from, i! 
added to the portion that he did quote, would show the key-note of 
the whole argument I was making, and that supplement is in these 
words: 

In fact Joe Smith's Book of Mormon imports absolute verity by the side of 
this ery of the protected capitalists of the North fer the protection of American 
against pauper labor. 

That is what I was trying to show, but the Senator quotes it, I sup- 
pose, for the purpose of showing that I am committed to a high duty 
on iron ore, which I disclaim. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The question is on the amendment 
of the Senator from West Virginia [Mr. CAMDEN]. 

Mr. VEST. I understood the question to be on the amendment of 
the Senator from New York [Mr. MILLER]. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. Thepresent question is on the amend- 
ment of the Senator from West Virginia. 

Mr. VEST. I ask that the amendment be read. 

The ACTING SECRETARY. The proposed amendment is in line 504, 
after the word “‘ore’’ where it occurs the second’time, to insert ‘‘ 60 
cents per ton;’’ so’as to read: 

Iron ore, including manganiferous iron ore, 60 cents per ton. 

Mr. CAMDEN. I will state, if the Senator from Missouri will allow 
me, my reason for offering that amendment. It issubstituting 60 cents 
for 50 cents and leaves the tariff on iron ore about where it is at this 
time. Under the 20 per cent. ad valorem duty as it now exists, the 
amount of revenue raised from 577,118.79 tons was $331,138.60. Under 
the proposed tariff the same amount of importation would produce 
$288,559.89. A tariff of 60 cents instead of 50 will leave the duty about 
where it isat this time. My object is to leave it where it is now. 

Mr. VEST. I simply want to say ¢hat I should like very much to 
give a vote that would be in harmony with the interests of the iron in- 
dustry of the State of Missouri and of the West. It is all very well for 
Senators to say that their action is entirely for the ral welfare and 
that they do not look to any local interest or any interest in their re- 
spective sections. I have never been a master of that philosophy which 
enabled me to look to the entire Union without being affected at all by 
the interests of my own State. In fact I believe that the wisest and 
best features of the Constitution of the United States are in the fact 
that every local interest has its own peculiar representative in the Sen- 
ate and House of Representatives, and that out of the attrition of dis- 
cussion and of interests comes at last the welfare of the entire country. 
I do not pretend to say that I would sacrifice the general welfare for 
the protection of a local interest, but Iam compelled to look at the con- 
dition of the industries and interests of my own State. 

The last book I would feel inclined to refer to is the report of the 
Tariff Commission, but there aresome facts brought to light there which 
are worthy of attention. I fiad on look at the testimony on the 


subject of iron given by Mr. Earnshaw, of Philadelphia, who states 
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that he has been a worker of iron ore for years, facts which go very far 

to sustain the position taken yesterday by the Senator from Kansas | 
[Mr. INGALLS]. I do not propose to vote for an increase of duty upon | 
iron ore, because I do not believe that that increase would benetit the | 


producers of iron or the iron-ore interest of the State of Missouri or of 
the West. This gentleman says, and it is very evident he understands 
the question: 


The importation of foreign ore is merely un adjunct of the steel business, and 
must be so considered. It has nothing whatever to do with the general iron 
business of the country. It is the outcome of the enormous increase of the man- 
ufacture of steel in this country during the last five years, and it is coincident 
with, and has kept steady pace with, the increased importation of foreign pig- 
iron for Bessemer purposes. / ; } 

America requires to-day, for yearly consumption in her steel mills, roughly 
speaking, 2,000,000 tons of pig-iron, of which not less than one-fifth (400,000 tons) 
is and must be imported, unless you can increase the manufacture of Bessemer 
pig-iron in this country. — : : 

These 400,000 tons are imported chiefly from England, and are a part of her 
surplus manufacture, and these foreign 400,000 tons to-day absolutely control 
the price of the 1,600,000 tons of native steel pig-iron. When I ask, therefore, 
that you place iron ore on the free-list I only ask that you give the iron makers 
in this country the chance of driving out of our market the surplus production 
of England. 


And again this gentleman says: 


Foreign ore is imported here chiefly because it is so low in phosphorus, and 
a large amount of native ore is now used as a mixture in the furnace, that with- 
out it it would not be available for Bessemer purposes atall. It is not because 
foreign ore is cheap that it is used, but because it is low in phosphorous. This 
is a point I can not too strongly impress upon you. 
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in the United States that are in competition with the ores from Spain, 
from Italy, and from Africa. 

Mr. MILLER, of New York. I stated there were other ores in some 
| of the Southern States that had not been developed, that have not come 
| into market, but they are of the same quality as our development. 
|. Mr. MORGAN. I have no doubt that in the future we shall develop 
|in the South magnetic ores which will be quite as available for the 
| production of Bessemer steel as those in New York or those in Michi- 
gan. We have already developed the spiegeleisen there. We have an 
excellent quality of it developed by the talent, genius, and capital of'a 
gentleman from Connecticut, General Tyler, who has unfortunately 
recently departed hence. : 

But, sir, | reassert the proposition that at the present time, and so 
far as we know in the future, New York with her high-grade ores which 
have a low amount, merely a trace of phosphorus, and Michigan, whose 
ores are in the same fortunate condition, are the only competitors for 
the market for the purpose of making Bessemer steel. 1 think that 
proposition can not at all be assailed after what has been admitted 
about it on all hands. 

Now, sir, I understand this to bea proposition that is almost univers 
ally admitted, if not entirely so: where you tax an article of foreign 
importation you fix the price of that article by the law over and above 
the cost of its production untilcompetition in this country shall reduce 
the price below the amount of the duty. Therefore, in this case, when 
we shall put a dollar a ton or 60 cents a ton upon the particular cl 


ass 


| of ores that are lowin phosphorus, we provide that these ores shall cost 


* 
Mr. President, if that be the case—and I have seen nothing except | just as much per ton in this country in addition to the value of other 


the statements of certain gentlemen in another portion of this volume, 
who give no reason and no argument in support of their statements— 


ores in this country. In other words, we give these ores, throueh thi 
medium and agency of this tariff, an exclusive privilege over those ore 





if these facts exist, I am justified in voting against this increase of duty 
on iron ore, and I do not think Iam giving a vote which is against 
the interests of Missouri or the West. That is all I desire to say. 


| which have a higher degree of phosphorus in them. 


What will be the result of this tax proposed by the Senator from New 


; - | York? Two million tons of pig-metal are used in the United States by 
Mr. MORGAN. Mr. President, an intrusion into this debate appears | the manufacturers of Bessemer steel annually. 
to be a sort of hazardous thing, and I should not appear this morning tons of Bessemer steel you want four millions of ore, for it i 


To make the 2,000,000 


3 very 


but for the fact that a very material industry in my State also is in- | rare to find that they grade above 50 per cent. yield of actual metal 


volved in the question of taxation on iron ore. 

The Senator from Missouri believes that he has the largest iron-pro- 
ducing State in the Union. I venture to assure the Senator that in that 
proposition he is mistaken. Alabama, I think, has the largest interest, 
not yet fully developed of course, only partially developed, but her re- 
sources, I think, are superior to those of any other State of this Union 
for the production ofiron. Alabama has 51,000 square miles; New York 
has 47,000. Alabama, I have no doubt, contains three or four times the 
amount of iron ore that the State of New York does; and it might be 
supposed that therefore we were three or four times more directly in- 
terested in a tariff upon ores which will raise their value in the market 


than the State of New York is; but we must not take everything ac- the command that they have of the 


cording to appearances. The truth is that Alabama has no interest 
whatever in raising the duty upon iron ore that may be imported into 
thiscountry. Herinterest, ifshe has any decided interest in the question 
at all, is in favor of free trade upon that proposition; that is to say, of | 
putting it on the free-list. 

The iron ores in Alabama are said by Mr. Oliver to contain a consid- 
erable proportion of phosphorus, and hence they have not taken hold 
of the market. Mr. Oliver certainly has not been to the State to ex- 
amine those ores, and he certainly has not informed himself of the fact 
that the largest markets that we have for ores and pig-metal from Ala; 
bama are in Missouri, Ohio, and Pennsylvania. We manufacture the | 
pig-metal from the ores in Alabama, and we ship to those States for 
consumption. We also send the ores directly from the places where 
they are deposited in large quantities to the different furnaces of these 
Middle States for the purpose of being worked up and mixed with their 
own ores to make them work more frecly. 

The Senator from New York claims that the tax upon this iron ore 
shall be $1 a ton; the Senator from West Virginia claims that it shall 
be 60 cents; the present law makes the tax a little over 50 cents on the 
ton, and the proposed law reduces it to 50 cents on the ton. 

These are the three propositions now that we are called upon to con- 
sider one after the other. One has been voted upon and voted down, 
the motion of the Senator from New York. The nextone of the highest 
range of duty is that of the Senator from West Virginia. The Senator 
from New York informs us correctly—for we are so informed by the 
Tariff Commission and by every one who has ever spoken on the sub- 
ject—that the ores from Spain, from Italy, and from Africa that are im- 
ported into the United States are brought here entirely on account of 
the low degree of phosphorus in them. They are brought here because 


they are the most available ores for the making of Bessemer steel, and | 


until the Bessemer-steel process got into full headway in the United 
States very little of this ore was brought here at all. If we had no Bes- 
semer-steel manufactories in the United States we should still have no 


occasion to import these ores, unless it might be in very exceptional cases | 


for the purpose of mixing with other ores to facilitate either their duc- 
tility or some other quality that we like to produce. The Senator from 
New York informs us that in Michigan and New York, east of the Al- 
leghanies, they have large deposits of ores that are comparatively or 
almost free from phosphorus. They therefore have ores of which Bes- 
semer steel can he made of excellent quality, and they are the only ores 


The tariff that the Senator trom New York proposes, therefore, would 
be a tariff of $4,000,000, every dollar of which would go to the advan 
tage of the miners of ores, the owners of ore beds in the States of New 
York and Michigan, where these excellent descriptions of magnetic or 
are found, equivalent to a bonus to that description of iron ore over and 
above all the other descriptions of iron ore of 31 per ton upon the whol 
amount to be consumed in the United States by the manufacturers of 
Bessemer steel, and that is 4,000,000 tons annually. It is equivalent 
toa gift from the other iron interests and from the agricultural in 
terest and from all the other interests in this country of $4,000,000 
per annum to the high grades of ores, which are already protected by 
Bessemer-steel market in conse 

| quence of the fact that they have so much less of phosphorus in them, 
and are therefore so much more valuable for these purposes and indeed 


| for all the purposes ef iron making. 


Now, here is a class of iron ore in the United States which the Sena 


| tor himself boasts is the best, a class of iron ore that must necessarily 


command the highest price in the market, a class of iron ore from which 
alone Bessemer steel can be made: and the Senator demands that the 
rest of the country shall merely add to the price of that ore $1 a ton in 
order to encourage its being dug from the earth. The rest of us who 


| own ores of lower grade than these must go without that protection 


| because the protection does not touch us; we do not compete with the 
ores of the State of the Senator from New York by bringing into the mai 
ket ores that have perhaps from a half to three-fourths of 1 per cent. of 
phosphorus. We have no chance of competition with him in the mai 
ket, and yet he desires that we should pay a tariff of $1 a ton upon his 
ores to encourage his people to dig them out of the earth. What en 
couragement have we got for digging ours out of the earth? Why, sir, 
none at all so far as the manufacture of Bessemer stecl is concerned. 
The low-grade ores in phosphorus, the high-grade ores in value, the 
Bessemer-steel ores, the Bessemer-steel plants, and the protection that 
these plants haveand the owners of them have in virtue of other patents 
| which have been recently issued and which have been described in the 
debate here, create a monopoly of the Bessemer-stee] production in this 
country; and itis adistinct proposition that the motion both of the Sena- 
torfrom New York and the Senator from West Virginia to increase the 
| tariff above 50 cents a ton on these descriptions of ores or on ores at all 
is a proposition merely for the encouragement of an existing and highly 
protected monopoly. It is not fair to the balance of the country 
The tariffwhich is proposed by the Senator from West Virginia would 
‘sause these ores to cost $2,400,000 in addition to the value that they 
possess inthemarket now. The tariff proposed by the committee would 
advance the price of these ores $2,000,000 above the other ores in this 
| country, for they will receive practically every dollar of the advantage 


| of this tariff. 

There is something else connected with this that has been disclosed 
in the debate here, and I feel bound to call attention to it again, not 
that it shall have escaped the attention of any enlightened legislator, 
but the people in the country shall be informed on this matter, and the 

people of my own State will expect me to have something to say about it. 
We are informed ofa process called the Thomas-Gilchrist or basic proc- 
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er aad | 
ess for the extraction of phosphorus from iron while it is in a state of 


fusion and while it is passing through the converters, as they are called, 
under the Bessemer conversion system. Weare told that this basic proc- 
ess has been put into operation in Germany successfully; it has not 
been quite so successful in England; but we are told that it does ex- 
tract the phosphorus from all ore, absorbs it out of the metal when it 
is in a state of fusion, and in the very instant of time that it is being 
converted from iron into steel under the Bessemer process of treatment. 
As has been observed in the debate, no more valuable or interesting dis- 
covery has been made in this century, in respect of iron or of anything 
else, than that which will enable the people of this country to enjoy the 
advantages of steel consumption, steel manufacture, at a lower rate even 
than we now hope for iron. This patented system called the Thomas- 
Gilchrist or basic process is of more value to the people of the United 
States—if it be true, as it is stated here, that it extracts phosphorus 
from iron—than any other invention that has been brought to the atten- 
tion of the world in the earlier part of this century and during all the 
past period of this century. The owners of Bessemer-steel manufacto- 
ries have bought this process. They are the owners of it. They will 
not allow it to be used by any person, it is stated here, but themselves. 
They will not allow the country to have the benefit and advantage of it. 

If that process could be introduced into Alabama and the ores there 
could be dephosphorized, why would it be that we should not have 
Bessemer-steel factories in acountry where you find in alternate layers 
coal and iron and limestone, and where three miles of a railroad line 
would unite each of these important elements of iron manufacture? 
Mr. Oliver tells us that no people can have in one place all the bless- 
ings of Providence. He spoke about the juxtaposition of iron and coal 
and limestone in Pennsylvania, but he said that the ores of Pennsyl- 
vania were not equal to those of Michigan, for the reason that they 
contained more phosphorus, and the coal perhaps was not so good as in 
some other countries, because it contained more sulphur. Michigan he 
thought must export her valuable ores to Pennsylvania and there have 
them manufactured; and that is the fact; that is the process. Penn- 
sylvania, I am informed, pays for the ores delivered at the top of her 
furnaces, including the production of the fuel necessary for their smelt- 
ing, the price that we get for the pig-iron after it has been run through 
the furnace in Pennsylvania and has been stacked up in the yard for 
market. That is the difference in the cost of production produced by 
the difference in quantity of material that is in reach and the less trans- 
portation that is necessary to bring the material together. 

Now, suppose in the country that I speak of, where these advantages 
are so great, that we should have the use of this basic process for the 
purpose of dephosphorizing our ore; we could then furnish steel to the 
people of the United States and of the world upon the same compara- 
tive base of value and cost of production that we now furnish pig-iron. 
What is that? It is stated by Mr. Oliver in his report to be $13 a ton. 
Our people can make money producing iron at $13aton. They have 
been known to produce it, so | have been informed by some of the largest 
iron operators in the vicinity of Birmingham, when prices of labor and 
provisions were normal, as low as $10 a ton at a profit, and that good 
marketable iron. But $13 a ton under ordinary circumstances, | am 
informed, is about the average cost of the production of pig-iron in Ala- 
bama. It costs, it is stated by Mr. Oliver, about $17 a ton in Pennsyl- 
vania. If we can dephosphorize our ores down there we can get steel 
upon the market as cheaply as we can get iron, or nearly so, making an 
allowance only for the cost of the process of conversion under the Bes- 
semer system. We should then be able to furnish steel at very low 
rates. Ilere are the Bessemer companies that own this patent that 
intend to keep the control of the stecs market in the United States by 
withholding that patent from general use in this country until it shall 
have expired. That gives them the monopoly in the United States of 
the production of Bessemer steel. To that we add what I call a very 
high protective tariff upon Bessemer steel. That gives them an addi- 
tional advantage. 

Now, is it any disadvantage, as is suggested by the Senator from New 
York, that a dollar a ton, or 60 cents aton, should be put upon the ores 
in this country which they are to add? None whatever. They can 
carry that load as easily as a buffalo can carry a gnat upon its horns. 
They can give two millions or four millions annually of contribution to 
those men who bring out of the earth these high-grade ores, these mag- 
netic ores, and the price of their own production is simply increased 
thereby because they have got the monopoly of the market. There is 
hardly any competition here in the production of Bessemer steel. There 
has been none since that production was first inaugurated in this country 
to amount to anything. When production started in competition with 
other establishments in the West we find that they would smother out 
the mills there by buying up, or leasing them and closing their doors, 
so that they could produce nothing. The Bessemer-steel manufacturers 
have had all the time since their establishment in this country, under 
the protection of the tariff and under the protection of their patents, 
the virtual monoply of the entire steel market of the United States. 
And now they desire to assist those gentlemen who own magnetic ore 
beds to increase the strength of their monopoly by combination or ar- 
rangement with them so that they and the Bessemer steel men shall 
have the entire monopoly. . 





Mr. DAWES. The Senator is entirely mistaken. It is the Besse- 
mer-steel men who want to get this ore as cheap as possible from abroad 
and let the ores remain here unprodustive. The Senator says it is the 
steel men who want the duty on ore increased. Had he rather give it 
to the capitalists abroad than to give it to the laborers here? It is not 
the Bessemer-steel men, it is not the men who own these patents, it is 
not the men who framed this schedule, who are putting a protective 
duty on the ore that they use so that they can not get it so cheap abroad. 

Mr. MORGAN. It has been stated here in debate several times that 
the iron manufacturers of the United States in convention agreed upon 
a tariff equal, as I understood it, to 86 cents a ton upon these ores, and 
that argument was produced as a reason why we should vote that the 
men not engaged in the raising of ores or the ownership of ore beds, 
but the manufacturers themselves, were willing that a tariff equivalent 
to 86 cents a ton should be imposed upon this ore. 

Mr. DAWES. The Senator really does not open his eyes and his ears 
as much as I supposed he woul, having such great interests at stake 
in his own State, such inexhaustible wealth there. Does he notsee that 
the men engaged in the manufacture of Bessemer steel and the use of 
Bessemer steel are the men who are opposing this thing? The opposi- 
tion to it comes from that source—those who manufacture Bessemer 
steel under the patents and those who use the Bessemer steel. 

Mr. MORGAN. I concede that one branch of the opposition comes 
from those who consume the Bessemer stee}, and that is much the largest 
part of the constituency that I have. The men who must consume it 
aredhe men who are opposed to having extravagant prices put upon it, 
who wish to be benefited by the progress of science, invention, and dis- 
covery, and by the application of new methods of manufacture which 
will reduce the price and increase the practical value of the article; and 
it is for the purpose of keeping a burden off that class of people by the 
creation of a mere accessory advantage to an existing monopoly that I 
prefer that all the channels shall be open to bringing ores into this coun- 
try, which will result in producing Bessemer steel as cheaply as possi- 
ble. 

Now, sir, if we give the protection to the Northern ore beds which is 
withheld from the Southern ore beds because we have not got that de- 
scription of ore, and we put $2,000,000 or $4,000,000 upon the cost of 
the ores out of which Bessemer steel is made by this tariff, can Sena- 
tors inform me that I do not keep my eyes or my ears open to the inter- 
ests of the people that I represent and of the country at large when I 
tell them that I desire that all the mines of the earth shall be opened 
to produce these low grades of phosphoritic ores but high grades in 
value? So that neither the Bessemer-steel manufacturers in the United 
States—for their patents have expired—nor the owners of ore beds in 
whose behalf the honorable Senator from New York has been speaking 
shall have the opportunity of increasing the price of that commodity 
which has now become a commodity of universal use almost, and will 
soon become an article of universal use. 

I can not understand how it is that my constituents are to be injured 
when I desire to have every facility afforded in this country for the 
encouragement of the production within the United States at cheap 
rates of large amounts of Bessemer steel. The protection given to the 
steel manufactures in this tariff is certainly quite enough, in my opinion 
it is too much, but I do not wish to add to the price of the article by 
imposing a duty of a dollar a ton or 60 cents a ton, which must neces- 
sarily increase the price by so much. , 

Let us have an open market for the obtaining of the raw material, 
the ores of this high grade, so that one part of the iron interests of the 
United States may not receive the entire advantage at the expense of 
the others. More than that, I desire by every process that we can avail 
ourselves of to cheapen the production of Bessemer steel in this country, 
in order that the company which owns this basic process patent may 
not be able to keep it back, but will be compelled to seek the cheapest 
fields of production, and will go to my part of the country and establish 
their founderies and their mills there, where they ean find a cheaper 
place for production than they can possibly find in the regions spoken 
of by the Senator from New York. 

The Senator from Massachusetts [Mr. DAWEs] asked me if I did not 
see where the opposition to this tariff came from, if I did not recognize 
the fact that it came from the producers of Bessemer steel. Sir, I can 
not understand anything in reference to the conflicts which obtain upon 
this floor unless I am introduced into the secrets of all the different 
manufacturers so as to know exactly what are the motives of their 
representatives here. I find that there are representatives on this floor 
of manufacturing industries rather than of the people of the United 
States of America. What did we witness this morning? When the 
honorable Senator from New York ventured to express the opinion that 
the special interest which he was representing was not sufficiently cared 
for by the New Englanders, and that the time might arrive when they 
would want to have some discussion upon the tariff upon the importa- 
tion of cotton goods, silks, and the like, look what a disturbance it 
created all through the Northeast. Listen to the lecture which the hon- 
orable chairman of the committee read to the Senator from New York 
because he dared to differ with his brethren east of him in New En- 
gland in respect of the particular policy then under discussion, and de- 
sired to remind them that perhaps they would need his strength in 
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some future vote and some future encounter to keep their industries | 


propped up toa high grade of protection. Thereupon the honorable 
Senator from Massachusetts came forward and disclaimed any such 
narrow view as that for Massachusetts, and astonished the world by in- 
timating that Massachusetts had never made a demand for tariff legis- 
lation for the purpose of protecting a mere local industry. She has 
lain under that accusation very patiently and quietly for a number of 
years, and it was only when the honorable Senator from New York 


made an indistinct allusion to the fact that perhaps his vote might be nec- | 


essary to sustain some of the protected industries of Massachusetts 

Mr. MILLER, of New York. Will the Senator from Alabama allow 
me to interrupt him? 

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr. EpMuNDs in the chair). Does the 
Senator from Alabama yield? 

Mr. MORGAN. Yes, sir. 

Mr. MILLER, of New York. 1 think the Recorp, when the Sen- 
ator comes to read it, will not warrant him in making that assertion. I 
said to the Senators from New England and all other States that I should 
be found with them voting for protection where it could be shown to 
be necessary; but I neither made any direct nor implied threat, but said 
it was discriminating against an interest of New York and of several 
other States. 

Mr. MORGAN. I compliment the Senator from New York upon the 
strength of his allegiance to that conviction; it seems to be stronger than 
his own will or his own judgment; for if he should find out that it was 
not proper perhaps for the interests and welfare of the entire country 
that these special productions in Massachusetts and Connecticut, or 
throughout New England, should be protected, still the honorable Sen- 
ator would stand here and vote for that protection because he has made 
up his mind that he will vote for it wherever protection will do the 
most 4 

Mr. DAWES. If the Senator from Alabama will permit me—— 





The PRESIDING OFFICER. Does the Senator from Alabama yield | 


to the Senator from Massachusetts? 

Mr. MORGAN. I yield for a question. 

Mr. DAWES. The Senator from Alabama says he does not under- 
stand anything that he sees and hears about protection; he does not un- 
derstand why it is that men can advocate upon principle any of these 
measures; and the Senator devotes himself for a time to a very strong 
and unanswerable exposition of the enormous monopoly and profits of 
the Bessemer-steel manufacture in this country under existing patents 
and under new patents that they have lately absorbed and got the con- 
trol of. Then he goes on in another exposition equally clear, and 
which the Senator says is clear, to show that they can not make this 
steel without a particular kind of iron ore. Then he goes on further to 
show that that iron ore exists in New York and in Michigan in great 
abundance, and exists in Africa and Spain in equal abundance; and in 
order that the profits may be greater, in order that the monopoly may 
gather up more, he wants that they shall get that particular iron ore 
as cheap as possible: ‘‘ Letus have a free market; let us have it brought 


here as cheap as we can; let the iron ores that are in this country re- | 


main; let them sleep; let any labor that could be performed on them 


in this country go by; let any capital that can be employed in them go | 
by; let us have it cheaper; let those who have this monopoly and must | 


use it get it cheaper than anybody else; let us so frame this feature of 
the tariff that if it will help anybody it will help the greatest monopo- 
lists of the time.’’ And yet the Senator says he can not understand 
anything that is going on here. 

Mr. MORGAN. I expected-—— 

Mr. DAWES. One word more. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Does the Senator from Alabama yield 
further ? 


Mr. MORGAN. I expected that the Senator’s speech would proba- | 


bly wind up with an interrogation point, but he winds up with an ex- 
clamation point. 

Mr. DAWES. It does; I admit that it does. 

Mr. MORGAN. Ithought theSenator was going toask me a question. 

Mr. DAWES. The wonders of this debate are increasing on every 
side. An exclamation point, as the spelling-book says, is illustrated by 
the example, ‘‘Oh! The folly of sinners!’’ The Senator says he can 
not understand what the Senator from Massachusetts means when that 
Senator says he has not spent his life here legislating for Massachusetts 
interests. The Senator from Massachusetts has had a little experience 
in tariffs for a good many years. 

Mr. MORGAN. I rather think the Senator has quite an experience 
also in consuming the time of another Senator on the floor. If he has 
not had it he soon will have it. 


Mr. DAWES. If the Senator from Alabama thinks I am trespassing | 


upon his time—— 
Mr. MORGAN. I rather think so. 
Mr. DAWES. [ask his pardon. 
Mr. MORGAN. I supposed the Senator rose <. ask a question. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. Does the Senator from Alabama yield 
further? 
Mr. MORGAN. I do not think I shall. 


The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Senator from Alabama has the 
r. 


Mr. DAWES. lIbegpardon. The Senator has control over the floor, 
but I should like to allude to this point-— 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Does the Senator fron, Alabama yield? 

Mr. MORGAN. Later, sir, we shall see. 

The exclamation point to which the honorable Senator refers has more 
application to him than it has to me, for there is more joy, it is said, in 
Heaven over one sinner that returns and repents than over a thousand 
just men. I find that he himself, when he gets in conflict this morning 
with the Senator from New York, turns his thoughts toward repentance 
for some of the things he has said and some of the things that he has 
done also in the fostering of high protective tariff in this country. 
The dry and exhausted paps of dear old New England no longer givé 
suck and sustenance to the young and buxom State of New York, com- 
paratively speaking, which has just recently, it appears, outstripped all 
New England in her manufactures, and is now nursing and whining and 
puling on the breast of New England, and demanding from her mother 
higher sustenance than the old lady is willing to give. I regret to find 
the udders of New England drying up to the extent that they appeared 
to have been this morning, and that through the mouths of her repre- 
sentatives here to-day she says she is no longer in favor of imposing 
taxes for the benefit of any local interest whatever. She wants to nurse 
the whole nation now, but she wants to do it not at her own expense 

It has occurred to me that there is no constitutional objection atter 
all, either in the State of Alabama or the State of Massachusetts, voting 
bounties for the development of manufactures within their borders it 
they choose to do so. | remember a statute enacted by my own State 
by which we exempted newly-established manufactures from State 
taxation for a period of ten years, for their encouragement. | do not 
know that I could challenge the constitutionality of a law by which 
the people of Alabama or of Massachusetts would vote money out ot 
| their treasury for the encouragement of their own local industries; but 
| I have never heard any person in any State yet, except in the case that 





| [have just mentioned of the exemption from taxation, come forward 
and propose to give a bounty to local manufactures and local industries 
within the State. 

If the industry which the honorable Senator from New York 

exists only in New York and Michigan, and largely in New York and 
| in Michigan, is one of such vast importance as to deserve the considera 
tion of the Government of the United States, why should not New York 
| herself, out of the vast treasure which she possesses, vote a million dol 
| lars a year as an encouragement to enable these gentlemen to mine 
| from the bosom of that State this very valuable quality and this large 
| quantity of ore? Why is it that the State of New York desires that 

that money shall be appropriated out of the pockets of people who do 
not live in New York, or at least some of whom do not ‘ 

Mr. President, that proposition proves the inequality and injustice 
of the development of a mere local interest and the enactment of a 
tariff having no other object in view but that. My complaint of this 
tax is that it is a tariff for the development of a mere local interest 
which would be largely expensive to the people of other parts of t] 
country and will unjustly discriminate against them 

Has it never occurred to the honorable Senator trout Massachusetts 
that if ores from Spain, from France, and from Ltaly, of this value and 
magnetic description, should be imported free into the Bay of Mobile 
and from thence to the vicinity of Talladega and Birmingham, in Ak 
bama, we should be able there to make Bessemer steel by an admixt 
ure of those ores with our ores, at perhaps a lower cost than that steel] 
can be made in New York or in Pennsylvania for? That is my convi 
tion; I have not any doubt about it. The Senator may ask, ** Then 
why have you not been engaged in this industry, and why do you not 
establish your furnaces there ¢’’ The answer to that in my mind is that 
these industries have been covered by the protection of a patent whic! 


we had no right to invade and no power to control; but now that patent 
| has expired, and with its expiration Lam in favor of bringing even into 
my country, which is overburdened with ore, the ores that have a low 
degree of phosphorus in them, so that our people shall have some en 
couragement toward entering upon the manufacture of Bessemer steel 
If in addition to that we could get the advantage of this other process 
which is called the Thomas-Gilchrist or basic process of dephosphorizing 
our ores, then you would find that the State of Alabama and the States 
of Georgia and Tennessee would outstrip all the rest of the United States 


in the manuiacture of this description of metal, and ild be able to 
supply it to the farming and consuming communities of the Lnited 
States at rates which would greatly increase their prosperit This isa 
class of people that I look at, if I am bound to look at class. nd when 


I am antagonized by clase legislation I most naturally turn my mond to 
the other classes that need to be saved trom injustice and wrong. 

Sir, I would prefer that these ores should vo upon the free-list, in 
order that the people of Alabama might have them for the purpose of 
| intermixing with their own ores and engaging in the manulaciure of 


| Bessemer steel; but there is another and the leading feature of the 
| . . . . . 

| whole subject of tariff taxation, in my mind, to which I give a fiithiul 

| and honest allegiance and adherence, and that isthat everything in this 
| country which is of general consumption should bear its proper pro- 
| portion of the burdens of the revenue necessary to be raised to suppert 
the Government. Hence it is that while [ shall not vote to put tix 


things upon the free-list for the considerations I have just adverted t 
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I will also not vote to raise this tariff one stiver above that which has 
been suggested by the Committee on Finance. I would prefer to have 
the ore free; but inasmuch as there is an increasing importation from 
year to year of this description of ores, I would prefer to stand upon 
the ground where the committee have placed us until such time as ex- 
perience shall demonstrate that we can put this tariff aside entirely 
and let this article go upon the free-list. 

I will call the attention of the Senate for a moment to the question 
of the importation of these ores. In 1879 we imported #:om abroad, 
from all the different countries of the earth, $343,634 worth of ores; 
that included chrome; in 1880, $1,192,961 worth of ores; in 1881, 
$1,720,885 in value of ores; in 1882, $1,687,677, and for the first quar- 
ter of the present fiscal year we have imported $925,513 worth, show- 
ing an increasing import of these ores continually from year to year 
under the existing rate of taxation, which amounts, I believe, to 20 
per cent., one-fifth of the value. The committee have reduced that 
rate a little, and by a reduction of the rate it will increase the amount 
of revenue; and now I yield what I believe to be a very important in- 
terest for the people of Alabama in getting these ores in free, in order 
to support the committee in its action for the purpose of bringing rev- 
enue into the United States obtained from this article, that ought to 
be taxed to the extent probably of $2,000,000 per annum. I have not 
any doubt that the very first year after this tariff bill shall go into op- 
eration, if it ever does, we shall get $2,000,000 revenue from ores. 

I have detained the Senate on this question, Mr. President, merely 
for the reason that I did not desire to give a vote upon this proposition 
without some explanation of the reasons upon which I voted. I thought 
it was due to myself and to the people whom I represent here that I 
should do so. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The question is on agreeing to the 
amendment proposed by the Senator from West Virginia [Mr. CAMDEN]. 

Mr. MILLER, of New York. On that I ask for the yeas and nays. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 

Mr. BROWN. Let the Secretary report the amendment. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The amendment will be reported. 

The PRINCIPAL LEGISLATIVE CLERK. After the word ‘‘ore,’’ where 
it occurs the second time in line 504, it is proposed to insert ‘* 60 cents 
per ton;’’ so as to read: 

Iron ore, including manganiferous iron ore, 60 cents per ton. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The roll will be called on agreeing 
to the amendment. 

The Principal Legislative Clerk proceeded to call the roll. 

Mr. EDMUNDS (when his name was called). I am paired with the 
Senator from Arkansas [Mr. GARLAND]. I would vote ‘‘yea.”’ 

Mr. JOHNSTON (when his name was called). I am paired with 
the Senator from Pennsylvania [Mr. MITCHELL]. 

Mr, ROLLINS (when thenameof Mr. JoNEs, of Florida, was called). 
The Senator from Florida [Mr. JONES] is paired with the Senator from 
Virginia [Mr. MAHONE] upon this question. 

Mr. SAWYER (when his name was called). Iam paired with the 
Senator from North Carolina [Mr. RANSOM] on this question. If he 
were here, I should vote ‘‘yea.’’ 

The roll-call was concluded. 

Mr. CAMERON, of Wisconsin. I wish to announce that the Sena- 
tor from Michigan [Mr. Ferry] is paired with the Senator from Dela- 
ware [ Mr. SAULSBURY]. 

The result was announced—yeas 23, nays 31; as follows: 

YEAS—23. 


Anthony, Chilcott, Hale, MeMillan, 
Blair, Conger, Harrison, Miller of N. Y., 
Brown, DavisofW.Va., Jonesof Nevada, Rollins, 
Camden, : Dawes, Kellogg, Sewell, 
Cameron of Pa., Frye, Lapham, Sherman. 
Cameron of Wis., Gorman, Logan, 
NAYS—31. 

Ailison, Farley, Jackson, Platt, 
Barrow, George, Lamar, Plumb, 
Bayard, Grover, MeDill, Pugh, 
Beck, Hampton, Maxey, Slater, 
Butler, H s, Miller of Cal., Vance, 
Call, Hawley, organ, y 
Cockrell, oar, Morrill, Williams. 
Coke, Ingalls, Pendleton, 

ABSENT—22. 
Aldrich, Groome, Mahone, Van Wyck, 
Davis of Il., Hill, Mitchell, Voorhees, 
Edmunds, Johnston, Ransom, Walker, 
Fair, Jonas, Saulsbury, Windom. 
Ferry, Jones of Florida, Saunders, 
Gariand, McPherson, Sawyer, 


So the amendment was rejected. 

Mr. MAXEY. I now move to strike out lines 504 to 509 inclusive, 
and to transfer the ores and sulphurets therein named to the free-list. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Chair is of opinion that a motion 
to strike out here and insert elsewhere is not a motion that would be 
strictly in order, but the Senator can accomplish his object if the para- 

raph should be stricken out by moving when the free-list is reached to 
insert it there. 

Mr. MAXEY. Then I move to strike out the paragraph, and give 
notice of my purpose to move at the proper time to put the articles 
named in it on the free-list. 


Mr. DAVIS, of West Virginia. 
from Texas be reported. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Senator from Texas moves to 
amend the bill, and the amendment will be read. 

The ACTING SECRETARY. It is proposed tostrike out all from lines 
504 to 509, inclusive, as follows: 


Let the amendment of the Senator 


Iron ore, including manganiferous iron ore, also the dross or residuum from 
burnt pyrites, 50 cents per ton; as pyrites or sulphuret of iron in its natural state, 
containing less than 15 per cent. of silica, 50 cents per ton, and in addition thereto 
2} cents per p d for the copper contained therein. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The question is on agreeing to the 
amendment of the Senator from Texas [Mr. MAXEY]. 

Mr. GORMAN. I ask fora division of the question at the word 
“‘ton,’’ in line 505, so as to take the question first on iron ore. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Senator from Maryland asks for 
a division of the amendment so as to take the question first on striking 
out lines 504 and 505 to the word ‘‘ton.’’ The question will be so di- 





vided. 
Mr. ALDRICH. I gave notice yesterday of an amendment to the 
last clause of the ph which I suppose will be in order first. 


The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Chair thinks that an amendment 
to the last clause, the question being divided, would not be in order 
until the question was taken on striking out, in lines 504 and 505, the 
words— , 

Iron ore, including manganiferous iron ore, also the dross or residuum from 
burnt pyrites, 50 cents per ton. 

Mr. MORRILL. Ihave to say-that I hope this will not be done. It 
would look like a raid upon a very worthy industry. The report of 
the Committee on Finance is certainly very low—6 cents a ton less than 
the actual value of the ad valorem rate as it exists now under the pres- 
ent tariff. I hope that no raid will be made upon this interest. 

Mr. MAXEY. I offered the amendment I did because I believe it 
to be the real interest of the American people and for reasons which 
have been quite fully stated already, to which I will only add that it 
is to my mind clear that some of the iron ores of Europe and other 
countries are necessary as an admixture with ores of our country to 
make the best quality of steel. That being the case, it is to the in- 
terest of the manufacturers of steel and to the spread of that great in- 
dustry to have this ore here as cheap as practicable. It is equally to the 
interest of the people, because it thereby lessens this article which goes 
into such common use. The amount is so trifling that in my judgment 
it is entitled to be placed on the free-list as much as any article that 
goes on the free-list. Outside of that class of ore which would be ad- 
mixed with the ores in our country, I do not believe that there would 
be other ores brought into the United States, because the price of ores 
in this country is so low that practically without any law on the sub- 
ject it would operate as a prohibition of the introduction of any foreign 
ores. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The question is on the first branch of 
the amendnfent proposed by the Senator from Texas. 

Mr. HARRIS. Let us have the yeas and nays on that. 

The yeas and nays were ordered, and the Principal Legislative Clerk 
proceeded to call the roll. 

Mr. EDMUNDS (when his name was called). I am paired with the 
Senator from Arkansas [Mr. GARLAND]. I would vote ‘‘nay.”’ 

Mr. HARRIS (when his name was called). Upon this question Iam 
paired with the Senator from Illinois[Mr. Davis]. If he were present, 
I should vote ‘‘ yea’’ and he would vote ‘‘nay.’’ 

Mr. JOHNSTON (when his name was called). 
Senator from Pennsylvania [Mr. MITCHELL]. 

Mr. JONAS (when his name was called). I am paired with the Sen- 
ator from New Jersey [Mr. MCPHERSON }. 

Mr. ROLLINS (when the name of Mr. JONEs, of Florida, was called). 
The Senator from Florida [Mr. JonEs] is paired with the Senator from 
Virginia [Mr. MAHONE}. 

The roll-call was concluded. 

Mr. DAVIS, of West Virginia. I will state that I am paired with 
the Senator from Minnesota [Mr. WrxpoM] on general questions, but 
believing that he would vote as I have voted on the two last votes, I 
have voted. 

Mr. LAMAR (after having voted in the affirmative). I am paired 
with the Senator from Maine [Mr. HALE]. I withdraw my vote. 

The result was announced—yeas 16, nays 37; as follows: 


I am paired with the 


YEAS—16. 

Bayard, Coke, eee. Slater, 

Beck, Farley, Ingalls, Vance, 

Butler, Garland, Maxey, Vest, 

Cockrell, Grover, Pugh, Williams. 
y NAYS—37. 

Aldrich, Chilcott, Hawley, Morrill. 

Allison, ponent, Hoar, Pendleton, 

Anthony, Davisof W.Va., Jackson, Platt, 

Barrow, Da Lapham, Plumb, 

Blair. Edmunds Logan, Rollins, 

Brown Frye, MeDill, Sewell, 

Call, George, MeMillan, Sherman. 

a, Gorman, Miller of Cal., 
Grooine, Miller of N. Y., 





Cameron of Pa., 
Cameron ef Wis., Harrison, Morgan, 
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ABSENT—23. 


Davis of Il., Johnston, McPherson, | Sawyer, 
. Jonas, Mahone, Van Wyck, 
Ferry, Jones of Florida, Mitchell, Voorhees, 
Jones of Nevada, Ransom, Walker, 
y Kellogg, Saulsbury, Windom. 
Hill, Lamar, Saunders, 
So the first of Mr. MAXEyY’s amendment was rejected. 


The PRESIDING OFFICER. The question recurs on striking out 
the rest of the paragraph, after the word ‘‘ton,’’ in line 505, in the fol- 
lowing words: 

As pyrites or sulphuret of iron in its natural state, containing less than 15 per 
<r contained therein. 

Mr. MAXEY. I wish only to say in support of the pending proposi- 
tion that sulphuret of iron is probably the cheapest of all mineral prod- 
ucts of which I have knowledge from which by chemical process to pro- 
cure the sulphuric acid used in the preparation of chemical fertilizers. 
I do not knowand I have not heard up to the present time of any one 
thing in the entire bill in theinterest of the farming community. This 
will be to that extent a relief to the farming interest, and while in my 
own Staie we do notneed any artificial fertilizers, because God Almighty 
has given us the richest country on earth, yet a large portion of the 
South does need these fertilizers, and I trust our friends who have fa- 
vored the great manufacturing industries will help us get cheap agri- 
cultural fertilizers. 

Mr. ALDRICH. [ask that the vote may be first had on the amend- 
ment which I sent to the Clerk’s desk yesterday. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Senator from Rhode Island moves 
to amend the part of the paragraph now proposed to be stricken out. 
The amendment of the Senator from Rhode Island will be read. " 

The ACTING SECRETARY. It is proposed to strike out all after the 
word ‘‘ton,’’ in line 505, down to and including the word ‘‘therein,’’ 
in line 509, in the following words: 

As pyrites or sulphuret of iron in its natural state, containing less than 15 per 
cent. of silica, 50 cents per ton, and in addition thereto 2} cents per pound for 
the copper contained therein. 

And in lieu thereof to insert: 

Sulphur ore as pyrites or sulphuret of iron in its natural state containing not 
more than 3} per cent. of copper, 0 cents per ton: Provided, That ore contain- 
ing more than 3} per cent. of copper, dry assay, shall pay in addition thereto 2} 
cents per ton for the copper contained therein. 

Mr. MAXEY. I hope that will not be agreed to. 

Mr. ALDRICH. The motion to strike out the clause in the bill, as 
propesed by the Senator from Texas, should not be adopted. Spanish 
sulphar ore contains about 43 per cent. of iron and from 2} to 3 per 
cent. of copper, and it certainly should not be admitted free; that is, if 
we are to levy any duty upon copper. Sulphuret of iron containing 
more that 34 per cent. of copper should not be allowed to come in free 
if other copper is to pay a duty of 2} cents a pound. x 

The amendment which I have offered allows all Spanish pyrites and 
all other pyrites containing not more than 3} per cent. of copper to come 
in at 50 cents a ton, which is the price now fixed upon iron ore and 
dross from pyrites. 

I agree with all the Senator from Texas has said in regard to the im- 
portance of securing cheap sulphuric acid for use in fertilizers and for 
other purposes in the arts. It is a very important article, a universal 
solvent, and it should not beara heavy duty; but I do not think that 
copper contained in these ores, that is, where there is enough of it to 
pay for taking it out, should be admitted free when it is made in other 
forms to pay a duty of 2} cents a pound. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Chair has some doubt whether 
the amendment proposed by the Senator from Rhode Island is even now 
in order, as it is really a motion to strike out and insert, and would 
supersede a motion simply to strike out; but the Chair, waving that, 
will put the question, if there be no objection, on the amendment pro- 
posed by the Senator from Rhode Island. The question is on agreeing 
to the amendment of the Senator from Rhode Island to strike out the 
words of the ph which have been read and to insert what has 
also been S 

Mr. ALDRICH. I ask for the yeas and nays. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 

Mr. BECK. I desire to ask whether if the amendment of the Sena- 
tor from Rhode Island is adopted it will interfere at all with the amend- 
ment moved by the Senator from Texas? 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Chair is of opinion that it will 
not on the theory that the Chair hasproceeded upon. The Chair doubts 
very much whether the amendment is in order at this time, but treat- 
ing it as in order, after it is disposed of the question will recur on 
striking out the whole paragraph, although the Chair thinks that 
strictly the amendment is not in order. 

Mr. BECK. That being the ruling of the Chair, I am inclined to vote 
“‘yea,’’ because the amendment offered by the Senator from Rhode Island 
is better than the text of the bill inthis, that whenever the ore doesnot 
contain over 3} per cent. of copper it only pays 50 cents a ton without 
any additional ¢ for the copper contained in it, whereas by the 
text of the bill 2} cents a pound is to be charged upon all the copper 
that is contained in it, whether it is little or much. The information 


ca, 50 cents per ton, and in addition thereto 2} cents per pound for | 


| I have and the impression conveyed through the testimony is that 24 

cents a pound upon copper is about the maximum. A reduction of 24 
cents per pound on all copper contained in pyrites, at 2,240 pounds to 
the ton, would be a reduction of about 60 cents a ton, and as it is a re- 
duction of about 60 cents a ton | prefer it to the text of the bill. I de 
sire to ask the Senator from Rhode Island, if he will allowme, whether 


| his amendment, in all that class of pyrites which contains less than 34 


per cent. of copper, is not a proposed reduction over the present text ot 
the bill of somewhere about 50 cents a ton ? 

Mr. ALDRICH. It is a reduction of about 90 cents a ton. 

Mr. BECK. More than | thought it was. 

Mr. ALDRICH. It fixes the rate at about one-third of what it is at 
present 

Mr. BECK. Therefore I prefer it to the text of the bill. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The question is on the amendment 
of the Senator from Rhode Island to the amendment of the Senator 
from Texas, on which the yeas and nays have been ordered 

The Principal Legislative Clerk called the roll. 

Mr. JONAS. I am paired with the Senator from New Jersey [Mr. 
McPHERSON], but as I presume he would vote in the affirmative, I 
vote’** yea.’’ 

The result was announced—yeas 54, nays 0; as follows 





| 
| 


YEAS— 
Aldrich, Conger, Hill Pendleto 
Anthony, Davis of Il, Iloar, Platt 
Barrow, Davis of W. Va., Jackson Pugh 
Bayard, Frye, Johnston Rollins 
Beck, Garland, Jonas, Sewell 
Blair, George, Kellogg Sherman 
Brown Gorman, Lamar Slater, 
Butler, Groome, Logan, Vance, 
Call, Grover, MeDill Van Wyck 
Camden, Hale, MeMillan Vest, 
Cameron of Pa Hampton Maxey, Voorhees 
Cameron of Wis., Harris, Miller of Cal. Williams 
Chilcott, Harrison Morgan 
Coke, Ilawley, Morrill! 
NAYS 
ABSENT 
Allison, Ferry Mahone Saunders, 
Cockrell, Ingalls, Miller of N.Y sawyer, 
Dawes, Jones of Florida, Mitchell, Walker, 
Edmunds, Jones of Nevada, Plumb, Windom 
Fair, Lapham, Ransom 
Farley, McPherson, 


Saulsbury, 


So the amendment of Mr. ALDRICH was agreed to. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. 
the paragraph as amended. 

Mr. MAXEY. On that [simply desire tostate that this copper, what 
ever amount there may be of it, less than 25 per cent. of the cost, as it 
is in this sulphuret of iron, has to be separated from that sulphuret of 
iron before it can bear this tax, and yet it is conceded all round that in 
the interest of the agricultural or farming community the sulphuret of 
iron ought to come in free, for the reason that the sulphuric acid, which 
is so essential not only to the agricultural interests but to a great many 
others, can be obtained from that at a far less cost than from anything 
else that we know of in commerce; but you can not get that benefit 


The question recurs on striking out 





from the sulphuret of iron, unless we agree that it shall go on the free 
list, unless this little amount of copper should go along with it. 

The question then is what is the relative value to the various inte1 
ests of this country of sulphuric acid, obtained by chemical processes 
from sulphuret of iron with this little tax, a mere trifle of 25 per cent 
on the copper? I do think if there ever was a case in the world where 
the doctrine de minimis would apply it would be in this very case. We 
lose the greater advantage in seeking for the less. For that reason | 
hope that the Senate will strike out the lines as I have moved. 

Mr. BUTLER. In support of what the Senator from Texas has just 
said, I ask to have read from the Clerk’s desk an argument which ] 
believe is so much better than anything I could say, that I adopt what 
is there said. It is prepared by gentlemen whoare thoroughly familiar 
with the subject. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. 
read. 

The Acting Secretary read as follows: 


If there be 








no objection it will be 


THE TARIFF ON PYRITES AND ITS BEARING UPON THE AGRICULTURAL INTEREST 


OF THE UNITED STATES. 


Six hundred thousand tons of commercial fertilizers are annually manufact 
ured and sold in the United States. 
imported from England. 

To produce one ton of fertilizer requires about half a ton of sulphuric acid. 
This acid is now made from brimstone, imported duty free from Sicily, and this 
is practically the only source of supply for this article, and there being no com- 
petition, the price is only affected by demand and is on an average about $28 per 
ton. Brimstone contains from #4 to 98 per cent. of pure sulphur. Certain ores 
known as pyrites or sulphur ore, containing from 45 to 50 per cent. of sulphur 
(some of which are self-burning), can be used instead of brimstone forthe man 
ufacture of sulphuric acid. 

As this acid is an indispensable requisite in the prosecution of most of the arts 
and manufacturing industries, it is manufactured in increased quantities from 
year to year, notably since its application to the treatment of coal! oils and ot 
commercial fertilizers; the production and consumption of this acid being some 
1,400,000 tons in England and 350,000 tons in the United States. Of the 350,000 
tons produced in the United States some 250,000 tons are used in the manufact- 


Kighty thousand tons of the same goods are 
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ure of fertilizers. In years past England used pyrites found in that country and 
in near neighboring countries, as a cheaper article than brimstone, from which 
to make sulphuric acid. More recently immense deposits of these ores have 
been developed in Spain. These deposits are in such vast bodies that they can 
be quarried instead of mined, and thereby produced at such a low cost that En- 
gland has abandoned the use of her native and all other foreign ores and uses 
only the Spanish, so that to-day England obtains the main portion of her supply 
of acid from the use of Spanish ores, 

Pyrites have been found at many points in the United States and Canada, and 
var ous attempts have been made during the past fifteen years to utilize them in 
the manufacture of sulphuricacid, but these attempts have heretofore chiefly re- 
sulted in failure, in some instances entailing very heavy losses. The competi- 
tion among American manufaetarers of fertilizers had induced these efforts to 
lower the cost of acid; but recently, when it was found that the English manu- 
facturer could produce fertilizers and furnish them to the English farmer ata 
lower price than they could be furnished by the American manufacturer to the 
farmer in Chis country, the subject of cheapening cost of production received re- 
newed attention; and it was found that the lowercost tothe English manufact- 
urer was owing in great measureto the lower cost at which they were able to 
produce acid by the use of Spanish ore. 

This ore, if relieved of all duty, can be laid down in this country as cheaply as 
it can be laid down in England, and the cost of fertilizers can thus be reduced 
$1.60 per ton. 

The present duty on this ore is 20 per cent. ad valorem or $1.40 per ton; the duty 
proposed by the Senate bill is 50 cents per ton of ore, and 2} cents per pound 
open the content of copper. These ores contain about 2) per cent. of copper, or 
fifty pounds per ton; 2) cents per pound upon this and 50 cents per ton of ore 
would make the duty $1.75 perton. It is urged that the copper interest requires 
this protection, but these ores have never been imported for their copper, neither 
will they pay to import forthat purpose. It is now proposed to import them for 
their content of sulphur, which yields a value of S800f sulphuric acid per ton of 
pyrites, The copper content, as imported in the ore, is, with the iron therein, 
simply a by-product, which can only be made available by the erection of an ex- 
pensive plant, and a very large amount of labor and skill expended upon it in 
this country. There is virtually no market for such a low grade of copper ore. 

Between 5,000 and 6,000 tons of Spanish pyrites were imported last year for 
the purpose of making sulphuric acid, and upto the present time no use has 
been found for the cinder. This we believe to be the only lot of this ore ever 
imported into this country. 


The saving to the farmer by manufacturing fertilizers from acid made from | 


pyrites instead of sulphur, would be equal to $9 for each ton of pyrites used. 

It will be asked, why, if so great a saving can be made by usin pyrites so 
small a duty as $1.75 per ton should interfere with its use—to which tt is replied ; 
In order to burn pyrites instead of brimstone a radical and expensive change is 
necessary in the plant; for instance, it would cost $60,000 to change plant-pro- 
ducing acid for 30,000 tons of fertilizer per annum from brimstone to pyrites. 
Many manufacturers hesitate to go to so great an outlay, and every encourage- 
ment should be given them to induce them to so arrange their plant that the 
cost to the farmer for his fertilizer may be lessened. 

Again, to make acid from pyrites requires three times the amount of manual 
labor employed in making acid from brimstone. 

It may, and probably will be, that after becoming familiar with the treatment 
of Spanish ores, through the facility of obtaining labor from England, expert in 
the business, the American ores may be substituted, but at this time there is no 
known permanent supply of these ores to be obtained in this country. Attempts 
are being made to mine and test various ores at certain points, in a small way, 
but most of the ores are too far distant from the points of consumption to become 
available. Freight from points west of the Atlantic coast range are too high to 
admit of the ores being brought to the coast for use, as the cost would be so in- 
creased that it would be cheaper to continue the use of brimstone. Small de- 
posits of these ores are seeking purchasers at fancy prices, but they are yet to be 
tested and developed, requiring outlays of hundreds of thousands of dollars for 
the production of ores that may not after all be what is wanted, while the thor- 
oughly tested Spanish ore can be brought, laid down at the American works, to 
be paid for as consumed, and contracts can be made for any quantity with thor- 
oughly reliable people. 


The present tariff places the production of fertilizers under heavy disadvan- | 


tages as compared with the English manufacturer. England has a large and 
growing trade for these goods in this country. English goods are sent out in 
burlap bags, and goods and are admitted duty free—but upon the same bags, 
which are the only ones available for use in transporting these goods in this 
country, the American pays 40 per cent, duty, which is a discrimination against 
him and in favor of the foreign manufacturer, of 40 cents per ton! Five to six 
millions of these bags are used yearly by the fertilizer trade, paying some $200,- 
-_ in duty, which further increases the cost of fertilizer to the farmer by just 
that amount, 


The lead chambers used in making acid, say for 30,000 tons per annum of fer- 
tilizer require 800,000 to 900,000 pounds of sheet-lead for their construction ; the 
duty on this lead, namely, 2} cents per pound, (which is prohibitory)= $25,000. 
These chambers are very perishable; ten years is their average life. The in- 
crease of cost in consequence of this duty is over 10 cents per ton of fertilizer. 
Thus by using free Spanish pyrites for acid—free bags and free lead, America 
can produce fertilizer for $2.50 per ton less than present cost, which would be a 
saving of $1,500,000 to the farmer in the cost of the 600,000 tons fertilizer that he 
usCSs, 

Mr. ALDRICH, If 1 can have attention I think I can convince Sena- 
torsthat this amendment should not beadopted. Sulphuricacid ismade 
from pyrites by combustion, and the residuum or dross consists of about 
45 per cent. of iron and a varying percentage of copper. In this bill 
we have already fixed a duty on dross or residuum from burnt pyrites 
of 50 cents a ton in the line preceding the part which the Senator from 
Texas moves tostrike out. The manufacturers of sulphuric acid in this 
country would, I believe, prefer the amendment as it now stands to hav- 
ing the whole clause stricken out. I will say to the Senator from 
South Carolina that the parties who prepared the paper which has just 
been read are satisfied with the amendment as offered by me. 

Mr. BUTLER. IT should like to ask the Senator from Rhode Island 
if the parties would not be better satisfied with the adoption of the 
amendment of the Senator from Texas? 

Mr. ALDRICH. I do not understand that they would, for this rea- 
son: As the amendment stands now they would get the benefit of 3} 
per cent, of copper, equivalent to about 75 pounds per ton, which pays 
a duty of 2! cents a pound. That is equal to about $1.87 less the cost 
of smelting, whatever that may be. If the amendment of the Senator 
from Texas is adopted they would lose the benefit of this duty, as we 
not only admit pyrites containing 3} per cent. of copper free, but we 
admit free all other sulphuret ores, thus practically putting copper on 
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the tree-list. 
of copper. 

We shouid defer action of this kind until we reach the clause fixing 
a rate upon copper in the bill; then Senators can, if they desire, make 
copper free, but it certainly ought not to be done in this indirect man- 
ner. Iam sure that there is no demand from the makers of sulphuric 
acid to destroy the duty on copper. It is for their interest if they are 
allowed to receive their copper free to retain a duty on other ores that 
are rich in copper. 

Mr. GORMAN. Mr. President, a single word upon this amendment. 
I shall vote to place this article on the free-list because it is a well- 
known fact that the quantity produced in this country is insignificant. 
Our principal supply must be imported from Spain. In addition to 
that the amount of copper which is found in these ores is so small that 
no use has been made of it. The average amount imported is 6,000 
tons, containing about fifty pounds of copper to the ton—too small an 
amount to interfere with any other industry. 

Mr. MAXEY. If the Senator from Maryland will permit me I will 
say that except for the sulphuric acid which is gotten out of the sul- 
phuret of pyrites for manufacturing purposes the copper would never 
be got out at all; yet in order to prevent the pyrites from coming in 
free it is made practically impossible to let it come in free by taxing 
this copper. That is the purpose and design of the whole thing. 

Mr. GORMAN. While voting for the amendment of the Senator 
trom Texas, I would confine it to pyrites that contained only a smal! 
percentage of copper, say 3 or 4 per cent. 

Mr. MAXEY. Two and a half per cent. is the amount fixed in thx 
bill. 

Mr. GORMAN. That would confine it alone to that class of mineral 
which is used for the purpose of making sulphuric acid. One-half ton 
of this acid is used in producing a ton of commercial fertilizers. Thx 
manufacture of commercial fertilizers is one of the largest industries to- 
day in the country. The amount that is paid by the agricultural com- 
munities in the Atlantic States is simply enormous, and anything that 
tends to reduce the cost of these fertilizers, which are absolutely neces- 
sary in the production of cotton, corn, and all the cereals that are raised 
in the Atlantic States, we ought not hesitate to do. And it does not 
interfere with the general theory, with which I fully concur, that in 
fixing the rate of duty on raw material and the manufactured articles 
our home products should have the benefit of the incidental protection 
so as not to destroy our home industries. I believe in that doctrine and 
have so voted, but I think this is one of the clear cases where there is 
no interest in this country, no owner of raw material or any other in- 
terest, that could be affected injuriously by this act. As I suggested a 
moment since, the amount of revenue is so insignificant, and copper re- 
quires so little protection in this country, being cheaper here than any- 
where else on the face of the earth, even the copper interest will not be 
injuriously affected by giving this small bone to the agricultural inter- 
eSt. I therefore hope the amendment will be adopted. 

Mr. MORRILL. ‘There are not any copper or iron ores that do not 
contain sulphur, and it is necessary that that sulphur should be expelled 
before either can be put into the furnace and used. It has to be burnt 
out before the orescan be melted up. The proposition of the Senator from 
Texas is to make all these sulphurets of iron free, notwithstanding we 
have put brimstone and sulphur on the free-list. If we assent to the 
proposition made by the Senator from Texas we virtually open the door 
for any amount of these ores, either copper or iron, to come in here en- 
tirely free. I therefore hope that we shall not consent to strike out 
the provision in the bill as proposed by the Senator from Texas. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The question is on agreeing to the 
amendment of the Senator from Texas [Mr. MAXEY]. 

Mr. MORRILL. I ask for the yeas and nays. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 

Mr. MORRILL. I ought to have said (but I have such a cold this 
morning that it is difficult for me to haves that a new process has been 
recently found out by which the sulphur from these ores may be 
obtained without any injury to the iron or the copper, and whatever 
residuum there is left after getting the sulphur is a matter of profit to 
those who import the sulphurets of iron or copper. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The roll will be called on agreeing to 
the amendment of the Senator from Texas [Mr. MAXEY]. 

The Principal Legislative Clerk proceeded to call the roll. 

Mr. DAVIS, of Illinois (when his name was called). [I am paired 
with the Senator from Arkansas [Mr. GARLAND]. 

Mr. DAVIS, of West Virginia (when his name was called). Iam 
paired with the Senator from Minnesota [Mr. Wrnpom]. If he were 

resent, I should vote ‘‘yea.’’ 

Mr. ROLLINS (when Mr. JolNsTON’s name was called). The Sen- 
ator from Virginia [Mr. JomnsTon] is paired with the Senator from 
Pennsylvania [Mr. MircuE.v]. 

Mr. JONAS (when his name was called). 
Senator from New Jersey [Mr? McPHeERson ]. 
vote ‘‘yea.”’ 

The roll-call was concluded. 

Mr. ROLLINS (after having voted in the negative). I am paired with 
the Senator from Florida [Mr. Jonrs], and I withdraw my vote. 


Many sulphurets of iron contain from 15 to 20 per cent. 


I am paired with the 
It he were here, I should 
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The result was announced—yeas 27, nays 28; asfollows: 


YEAS—27. 
Barrow, Coke, Jackson, Slater, 
Bayard, Farley, Kellogg, Vance, 
Beck, George, r, est, 
Butler, Gorman, Maxey, Voorhees, 
Call, Grover, Morgan, Walker, 
Camden, Hampton, Pendleton, Williams. 
Cockrell, Harris, Pugh, 

NAYS—238. 
Aldrich, Chilcott, Hawley, Miller of Cal., 
Allison, Conger, Hill, Miller of N. Y., 
Anthony, Dawes, Hoar, Morrill, 
Blair, Edmunds, Lapham, Piatt, 
Brown, Frye, Logan Plumb, 
Cameron of Pa., Hale, MeMillan, Sewell, 
Cameron of Wis., Harrison, one, Sherman. 

ABSENT—21. 
Davis of IL., . Ingalls, McPherson, Sawyer, 
Davis of W. Va., Johnsten, Mitchell, Van Wyck, 
Fair, onas, Ransom, Windom. 
Ferry, Jones of Florida, Rollins, 
Garland, Jones of Nevada, Sauisbury, 
Groome, McDill, Saunders, 


So the second part of Mr. MAXEY’s amendment was rejected. 

The item from line 503 to line 509 was agreed to. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Secretary will read the next par- 
agraph in Schedule C. 

The next paragraph, from line 510 to line 520, inclusive, was read, 
as follows: 

Iron in iron kentled iegeleisen, wrought and cast scrap-iron, and 
wraprteel of every description, including old iron and old steel railway bars 
steel filings, borings, turnings, steel railway bar crop ends, none of which shall 
exceed twenty-four inches in length, steel ingot, cogged ingot, bloom, slab, and 

ll exceed five inches in length, $ per ton: 


billet crop-ends, none of which 
Provided, That nothing shall be deemed scrap-iron or scrap-stee] except waste 


or refuse iron or steel that has been in actual use and is fit only te be remanu- 
factured by remelting or rerolling. 

Mr. SHERMAN. Inline 516, after the word ‘‘ length,’’ I move to 
strike out **six dollars per ton,’’ and insert ‘‘ three-tenths of 1 cent per 

und,’ 

Mr. BECK. I should like tg ask the Senator from Ohio if, before a 
proposition to change the rate is voted upon, he would object to con- 
sidering a proposition to amend by striking out one or two words, for 
instance the word “ including,”’ in line 511, and inserting ‘“‘also;’’ and 
in line 518, by striking out the words ‘‘ has been in actual use and;”’ 
so that the paragraph would read as I send it to the Senator from Ohio ? 

Mr. SHERMAN. Let it be read at the Clerk’s desk. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The suggestion of the Senator from 
Kentucky will be read at the desk if there be no objection. 

The PRINCIPAL LEGISLATIVE CLERK. It is proposed in line 511 to 
strike out ‘‘including ’’ and to insert “‘ also;’”’ and in line 518 to strike 
out ‘‘has been in actual use and;’’ so as to read: 

Iron in pigs, iron kentledge, spiegeleisen, wrought and cast scrap-iron, and 
scrap-steel of every description, also old iron and old steel railway bars, steel 
filings, turnings, stee] railway bar crop ends, none of which shall ex- 
ceed twenty-four inches in length, steel ingot, ed ingot, bloom, slab, and 
billet crop ends, none of which shall ex five inches in length, $6 per ton: 
Provided, That nothing shall be deemed scrap-iron or scrap-steel except waste 
— iron or steel that is fit only to be remanufactured by remelting or re- 

Mr. BECK. I dare not perhaps say that it has been very well con- 
sidered elsewhere, but that is the language which has been agreed upon 
elsewhere. The word ‘‘including’’ might be regarded as confining it 
to the previous description, whereas the word ‘‘also’’ makes a distinst 
classification of what follows, and by striking out the words ‘‘ has been 
in actual use and;’’ which makes it read, ‘‘except waste or refuse iron 
or steel that is fit only to be remanufactured,’’ any embarrassment is 
removed. 

Mr. SHERMAN. I do not see any objection to either of the amend- 
ments by the Senator from Kentucky. 

Mr. BECK. I think they are right, and I know that after careful 
consideration the gentlemen who had to consider the matter regarded 
it as better language to employ than is used inthe bill before us. 

_Mr. SHERMAN. The Senator from Vermont who has charge of the 
bill is not in his seat at this moment, and the Senator from Kentucky 
can move to strike out those words just as well after the amendment 
I move has been acted upon. 


Mr. BECK. I do not care to have it acted upon in the absence of 


the Senator from Vermont. I will call it up after the amendment of 
the Senator from Ohio is voted upon. 
Mr. SHERMAN. I see no objection to it, but I should not like to 


= to the proposed change in the absence of the Senator from Ver- 
mon 


Mr. BECK. Ido not ask that, but I will offer it at the proper time. 

Mr. SHERMAN. Mr. President, I will simply say that the motion 

I now make restores the duty on pig-iron to the rate proposed by the 

wae which isa reduction of 24 cents a ton on the present 
uty. 

Early in the investigation of this subject the Finance Committee on 
the first reading pro to insert $6 per ton, which is a reduction of 
72 cents per ton. My motion is to make it three-tenths of 1 cent a 
pound, which is equivalent to $6.72 per ton. 


XIV—97 


| I stated yesterday all the argument I wish to make upon this sub- 
ject. The most intelligent gentlemen engaged in this business from 
different States in the Union—tor pig-iron is made in twenty-five 
States—have stated that this reduction from $6.72 down to $6 would 
put out of blast fully one-half the furnaces in the great centers of pro- 
duction of pig-iron. Six dollars and seventy-two cents was agreed upon 
on all hands as about the fair rate to be imposed upon pig-iron ani isa 
reduction of the present rate. 

I do not wish to prolong the argument, but I have no doubt this 
amendment, if adopted, will be in harmony with the general features 
of the bill, will be in accordance with the carefully considered report 
of the Tariff Commission made atter the examination of a great num- 
ber of witnesses. The industry affected amounts to 3,700,000 tons 
produced in this country. Notwithstanding we have so many advan 
tages in producing pig-iron, there were last year imported into this 
| country over 600,000 tons. 
| With this brief statement 1 will submit the question to the Senate. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The question is on agreeing to the 
| amendment proposed by the Senator from Ohio [ Mr. SurrM An }. 

Mr. BECK called for the yeas and nays, and they were ordered. 

Mr. MORRILL. I merely desire to say that ifthe amendment had 
been proposed at $6.50 a ton I should be willing to vote tor it lean 
not vote for the amendment proposed by the Senator trom Ohio 

Mr.SHERMAN. My friend from Vermont seems in this matter, to 
usean expression I have just heard, to be splitting hairs. Three-tenths 
of 1 cent a pound is a decimal rate which can be easily computed and 
easily produced. I would not much care whether it was $6.50 or $6.72 
per ton; but the more convenient rate, the rate which is in accordance 
with the Tariff Commission's reportand which corresponds with all the 
rates running through this bill, is three-tenths of acenta pound. Then 
when you take the next grade, Bessemer steel, the duty is six-tenths 
of 1 cent a pound, and upon the next grade eight-tenths of 1 cent a 
pound, and the next grade is nine-tenths of lcenta pound. Thesame 
rule ought to be applied to all these classes of manufactured iron. 1 
hope, therefore, my friend from Vermont will not stand upon the dif- 
ference between $6.50 and $6.72 a ton. 

Mr. MORRILL. All I desire to say in reply is that we have made 
a general reduction upon almost everything in this bill, and the reduc- 
tion upon this article trom $7 to $6.72 is but 28 cents a ton. 
desiré to make it half a dollar, that is $6.50. 
sufficient and would be favorably considered. 

Mr. HAWLEY. But the Finance Committee reported $6 a ton 

Mr. SHERMAN. But we re-examined it. 

Mr. HAWLEY. Do I understand the Senator from Vermont to aban 
don the report of the committee? 

Mr. MORRILL. I said I would be willing to vote for $6.50 a ton if 
if was proposed. 

The Principal Legislative Clerk proceeded to call the roll. 

Mr. JONAS (when his name was called). I am paired with the 
Senator from New Jersey [ Mr. McPHerson ], or I should vote ‘ nay.’’ 

Mr. ROLLINS (when Mr. M1rcHeL.’s name was called). The Sen- 
ator from Pennsylvania [Mr. MitcHELL] is paired with the Senator 
from Virginia [Mr. JOHNSTON]. 

Mr. ROLLINS (when his name was called 
Senator from Florida [Mr. Jonrs]} 

The roll-eall was concluded. 

Mr. MILLER, of California. 
FARLEY ]. 

Mr. MILLER, of New York (after having voted in the affirmative). 
I am paired on this question with the Senator from Maryland [ Mr. 
GORMAN.] I see that he is out of the room, and therefore | withdraw 
my vote. Ifhe were present, I should vote ‘‘ yea.’’ 

The result was announced—yeas 16, nays 37; as follows: 


YEAS—16, 





I merely 
I thought that would be 


Iam paired with the 


lam paired with my colleague [Mr. 


Anthony, Cameron of Wis., Hill, Mahone, 
Blair, Chilcott, Lapham, Pendleton 
Brown, Conger, Logan, Sewell, 


Cameron of Pa., Harrison, MeMillan, Sherman 


NAYS—37. 

Allison, Dawes, Hoar, Pugh, 
Barrow, Edmunds, Ingalls, Slater 
Bayard, Frye, Jackson, Vance, 

ok, George, Kellogg, Vest, 
Butler Groome, Lamar, Voorhees, 
Call, Grover, McDill, Walker, 
Camden, Hale, Maxey, Williams. 
Cockrell, Hampton, Morgan, 
Coke, Harris, Morrill, 
Davis of Ill., Hawley, Platt, 

ABSENT—23. 

Aldrich, Gorman, Miller of Cal., Saulsbury, 
Davis of W. Va., Johnston, Miller of N. Y., Saunders, 
Fair, Jonas, Mitebell, Sawyer, 
Farley, Jones of Florida, Plumb, Van Wyck, 
Ferry, Jones of Nevada, Ransom, Windom. 
Garland, McPherson, Rollins, 


So the amendment was rejected. 
Mr. BECK. The Senator from Vermont being now in his seat, I re- 
new the amendment I proposed a moment ago, to strike out the word 
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‘‘including,’’ in line 511, and inserting the word ‘‘ and”? after the semi- 
colon: and in line 518 to strike out the words “‘has been in actual use 
and.’’ 

Mr. MORRILL. I call the attention of the Senator from Kentucky 
to a very obvious fact, that any bars of Swede iron or steel can be cut 
up into these scraps, short bits, two or three or four or six inches long, 
and merely sprinkled with salt water, and they will appear old and 
rusty. Therefore the amendment proposed by him would just open 
the door to the importation of Swede iron in any quantities, if it was 
only got down in appearance so that it would look old and rusty. 

Mr. BECK.. The language used here by the Senator from Vermont 


in the bill is altogether new, and has never been in any other bill, so 
With the words in the proviso stricken out it 


far as I have heard of. 
will be: 

That nothing shall be deemed serap-iron or scrap-steel except waste or refuse 
iron or steel that is fit only to be remanufactured by remelting or rerolling. 

That being the fact, there can be no possibility of fraud, and it never 
has occurred, so far as I know. One gentleman who made a statement 
before us spoke of the possibility of it, but I do not think it ever was 
considered as being a serious objection. Besides, all these little scraps 
are made just as a tailor in cutting cloth for a pair of pants cuts out his 
pattern, leaving remnants which are thrown away. All such things are 
included by this arrangement. If this serap-iron is fit only to be re- 
melted or rerolled, I do not see what plausible reason there can be for 
keeping it from coming in. They punch out iron to make holes in it, 
and to say that has not been in actual use is a nice distinction, made 
merely because somebody has inserted it in this bill for the purpose of 
keeping out something that he does not want to have come in here. I 
have no right to say what occurs elsewhere, but this language has met 
with approval wherever it has been understood, as contained in the 
amendment I have now offered. 

Mr. ALLISON. Iwant to call the attention of the Senator from 
Kentucky to the fact that the words “‘in actual use’’ is the language of 
the present tariff, as I understand. 

Mr. BECK. Ithinknot. I never heard of them. 

Mr. ALLISON. My understanding is that they are. 

Mr. BECK. They have not given us the language of the present 
tariff accurately. We have the language before us here in the table, 
and there is no such thing in it. There it is: ‘‘ Wrought and castscrap- 
iron and secrap-steel of every description,’’ following ‘‘iron in pigs.’’ 
That is the language of the present law as given us by the ry 
Department, and I assume it is given correctly. I know another im- 
portant committee who have looked into this matter and have adopted 
the language which I suggest. 

Mr. ALDRICH. The present law reads as the Senator will find it 
in line 501 of the bill, stating the comparison between the old law and 
the law which was printed for the use of the Finance Committee. 


That nothing shall be deemed scrap-iron except waste or refuse iron that has 
been in actual use. 


Mr. BECK. What bill is that ? 

Mr. ALDRICH. The bill giving comparative rates between the 
Tariff Commission bill and the present law prepared for the use of the 
Finance Committee on line 501. 

Mr. BECK. 
the fact. 

Mr. ALDRICH. The Senator will remember that this is the regu- 
lar bill prepared for the use of the committee. 

Mr. BECK. I hold in my hand the “‘ table showing articles, rates, 
and amounts of duty under the present and the proposed tariffs.’’ 

Mr. MORRILL, If the Senator will look at the twelfth page of 
thathe will find it. 

Mr. BECK. I look on the twelfth page and find-—— 

Mr, MORRILL. Read beginning with “ provided.” 

Mr. BECK. That ‘‘ provided’’ is in the bill proposed by the Tariff 
Commission. The Senator from Vermont will excuse me for suggesting 
that on the parallel column, giving the present law, there is no refer- 
ence at all to iron or steel that has been in actual use. I am looking 
precisely where the Senator from Vermont is looking. If I am deceived, 
it is because of the comparative table sent to us from the Treasury De- 
partment, and the provision Imade I took from a carefully considered 
report. 

Mr. BROWN. I desire to inquire of the committee if the matter 
was brought to their attention of the difference between pig-iron and 
cast scrap and wrought serap iron? There is a very great difference 
in value between the two. 

Mr. SHERMAN. I can answer the Senator. There is under the 
present law a difference made between scrap-iron and cast scrap-iron 
and iron in pigs, but as they come in unassorted cargoes mixed, it is 
absolutely impossible to separate them in the practical administration 
of the custom-house. 

_ Mr. BROWN. Then I ask if you ought not to put a higher rate on 
it, as it is mixed with the wrought-iron, which is much more valuable? 

Mr. SHERMAN. I think so, but the Senate by a very decided vote 
has placed on pig-iron and scrap-iron a rate of duty less than three-tenths 
of 1 cent a pound. I do not see with what face anybody can to 
put a duty on Bessemer steel at anything like the rate proposed by this 


I beg pardon. I should like to know whether that is 





bill. Itseems to me that we have started on a basis now that wil] 
practically prostrate the whole iron industry of the country. These 
three items are classified, and I think properly classed, under one head, 
that is, pig-iron, cast scrap-iron, which is less valuable even than iron 
in pigs, and wrought scrap-iron. Under the present tariff they are 
classified—pig-iron at $7 per ton, cast scrap at Bi; a ton, and wrought 
scrap at $8 a ton, but it is manifest that they can not be assorted, and 
in the practical administration of the law as it now stands it is almost 
impossible, except by a guess, to say how much of a cargo is pig-iron, 
how much is wrought scrap-iron, and how much is cast scrap-iron. 
Comparatively a small amount of cast scrap-iron comes in, but the 

te of wreught scrap-iron is 231,000 tons, and it will be hardly 
worth while to make three classifications, which are so difficult to 
assort. 

Mr. BROWN. Mr. President—— 

Mr. BECK. The Senator from Georgia will allow me to correct my- 
self. I find on page 466 of the Revised Statutes that there is a pro- 
vision relative to scrap-iron thus: 

But nothing shall be deemed scrap-iron cnougs waste or refuse iron that has 
been in actual use, and is fit only to be remanufactured. 

These words not being in the comparative table, which I supposed 
contained the present law, I was mistaken in saying that the clause 
was not in the tariff. I correct myself. 

Mr. BROWN. As I understand it from the statements just made by 
the Senator from Ohio, there are nearly 300,000 tons a year of wrought 
scrap-iron imported. 

Mr. SHERMAN. Two hundred and thirty-one thousand tons. 

Mr. BROWN. Twohundred and thirty-one thousand tons of wrought 
scrap are imported. That wrought scrap is worth nearly double as 
much in any market as the cast scrap is; and every Senator knows that 
for the purpose of making iron you first smelt the iron out of the ore 
in the furnace, and that is called pig-iron. It is really cast scrap that 
has gone through no process of purification beyond the simple fact of 
drawing out the ore. Every time you put it under the hammer after 
that or every time you run it through the rolling-mill you take from 
it a great deal of its impurity, and you make the iron more pure every 
time it passes through the mill or under the hammer. If it goes through 
the roller two or three times it comes out a very fine grade of iron. 
When it goes through one time, simply to the pig stage, and we make 
a railroad bar of it, that railroad bar or the scrap railroad bar is now 
worth $28 a ton in the market, and common new pig-iron from the fur- 
nace is worth $17.50 or $18 in the market. I think it is unfair to let in 
an article of double the value at thesame rate that you let in the pig-iron. 
It depends entirely on the purity of it. When you take the wrought 
scrap and run it through any roller or put it under any hammer and put 
it in any shape you have the highest grade of iron, while if you take 
the pig and run it through once you have only the railroad bar. I 
think, therefore, if there is a mixture to that extent of the wrought scrap, 
we ought to raise the duty; if it is so mixed that we can not separate it 
so. as to make that pay at least one or two dollars a ton more than the 
cast scrap, the tariff is very unjust and my t unfair. 

Mr. LOGAN. How is it in the present bill? 

Mr. BROWN. It is all put together. 

Mr. LOGAN. In the last law it was $8 per ton. 

Mr. BROWN. In the last it was $8, as I understand. It ought to 
be $2 a ton higher than it is here; there is no question of it. 

Mr. SHERMAN. By the foreign valuation of iron imported into 
this country pig-iron is about $17 a ton; cast scrap about $11 a ton; 

ht scrap something over $20 a ton. Wrought scrap is worth 
nearly as much as steel blooms, and it is proposed to levy a duty of 
only three-tenths of a cent per pound on these forms of iron, and then 
to double the duty to six-tenths of a cent per pound on steel blooms, 
while scrap-iron is worth nearly as much as steel blooms in the markets 
of the world. It is so gross, so palpable, so marked an injustice in 
favor of steel and the steel man urers thatif the Senatemake up 
their mind to adopt it I can not conscientiously vote for any such rates 
of duty as are imposed upon Bessemer steel. They will be so totally 
unjust, so marked a wrong, that the common sense of common people 
will revolt at it and look upon it as a discrimination made in favor of 
an industry that is now protected by patents and protected by large 
duties. 

I desire to see this industry maintained and protected, but if we allow 
scrap-iron (which is iron in bar form once used and only needing to be 
remelted in order to produce the highest character of iron) to come in 
at the insignificant duty of $6 a ton, I do not see how in fairness or in 
justice we can levy a duty of $15, $16, or $17 a ton on the next stage 
of the manufacture, when all that is required is to melt this pig and 
scrap iron and reroll it into any form of bar-iron or the higher forms of 
iron, upon which we levy a duty of $20 per ton. 

Mr. BECK. Will the Senator allow me to say that finding myself 
mistaken as to what the present law is, I do not care to press the amend- 
ment? I withdraw it. 

Mr.SHERMAN. I was not talking about the Senator’s amendment. 
I was only ing about the rate. 

Mr. LOGAN. did the commission reduce the rate from $8 to $6? 

Mr. SHERMAN. I can not see. 
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Mr. ALLISON. It is easy to see. The commission recommended 
that all these articles of iron should come in under one schedule, and 
we adopted that schedule. 

Mr. SHERMAN. We adopted the schedule but we lowered the rate. 

Mr. ALLISON. Undoubtedly we did, after great discussion and long 
debate upon the subject. 

Mr. PLATT. Mr. President, I think there should be a change in the 

of this clause, not changing the principle or the rate. I see 
that Mr. Oliver in his statement before the committee says that it is 
ungrammatical and that the style of it ought to be changed. I do not 
propose just the change that he suggested, but there are some arti- 
eles which ought to come in as scrap as well as steel-filings, borings, 
turnings, &c. I want to include “‘ boiler-punchings and clippings of 
iron or steel beams and bars.’’ And then I desire to make a slight 
amendment in line 517, so that there shall be no misunderstanding as to 
what theprevious language means. Isendupmyamendment. I think 
the committee will make no objection to it when they understand it. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The question now is on agreeing to 
the amendment proposed by the Senator from Kentucky [Mr. Beck]. 

Mr. PLATT. He has withdrawn his amendment. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Is the Chair to understand that the 
Senator from Kentucky has withdrawn his amendment ? 

Mr. BECK. Yes, sir. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The amendment of the Senator from 
Kentucky is withdrawn. The Senator from Connecticut [Mr. PLATT] 

TO an amendment, which will be read. 

The ACTING SECRETARY. In line 512, after the word “‘ bars,’’ it is 
proposed to insert ‘‘ boiler-punchings and clippings of iron or steel beams 
and bars.’’ 

Mr. BROWN. If Iam in order I move to amend that by saying 
that all wrought scrap and scrap-steel shall be taxed $8 per ton. 

Mr. PLATT. Will not the Senator allow me to perfect this clause, 
and then he can present his amendment as it is reached afterward ? 

Mr. BROWN. Very well. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The question is on agreeing to the 
amendment proposed by the Senator from Connecticut [Mr. PLArr]. 

The amendment was to. 

Mr. PLATT. Now, on line 517, after the word ‘‘nothing,’’ I move 
to insert ‘‘not herein specified ;’’ so as to make the clause read: 

Provided, That nothing not herein specified shall be deemed scrap-iron or scrap- 
steel except waste or refuse iron or steel that has been in actual use, and is fit 
only to be remanufactured by remelting or rerolling. 

The amendment was agreed to. 

Mr. PLATT. Now, without proposing any further amendment, I 
should like to ask a question, and that is, why steel railway-bar crop- 
ends, which are to come in as scrap-steel, are limited to just twenty- 
four inches in length, and the ingot, bloom, slab, and billet crop-ends 
are limited to five inches in length. I desire to inquire whether some 
of the crop-ends which are really scrap do not exceed that by a few 
inches and whether thirty inches would not answer in that place with- 
out any possibility of anything coming in which was not really crop- 
ends. 


Mr. MORRILL. Iam not prepared to answer the question. I do 
not know but that some of these crop-ends are longer or shorter, but I 
think the provision here is as wide as it ought to be. I should be op- 
posed to opening the door any further than we have done. 

Mr. PLATT. Ifthe committee object, I will not propose an amend- 
ment. 

Mr. MORRILL. So far as the proposition of the Senator from Geor- 
gia [Mr. Brown] is concerned, I incline to think that it would be a 
just one; that is tosay, that wrought scrap, either iron or steel, is really 
more valuable than pig-iron, and it ought to be subject to a little higher 
duty than that on cast-iron. The difficulty about it is that at the cus- 
tom-house it comes in all mixed together. 

Mr. BROWN. TheSenator from Ohio states that there were 231,000 
tons of wrought scrap imported last year. That was separated because 
it was shown to be wrought scrap, and paid duty as wrought scrap. 
If they can separate it to that extent, it is not a hard job to do. 

Mr. MORRILL. I think those who import this in the steel or iron 
form of scrap, with all the latitude we give here for the importation, 
ought to be burdened with whatever there is of cast-iron, if wé let it 
in at so low a rate of duty as $6 a ton. 

Mr. BROWN. In reply to that I simply want to state that the dif- 
ference is this: A piece of pig or cast scrap is a piece of an old bar that 
is made of pig-iron just run ina mold. If you break it, it has been 
in use, it is a piece of pig scrap. A piece of wrought scrap isa piece of 
steel bar, as a horseshoe bar. That is the difference. One is worth 
two or three times as much as the other—I speak of the finer class of 
wrought scrap—because it is made very pure sometimes, and generally 
in the market it would be worth twice as much. A piece of railroad 
bar that has gone through but one process of rolling after it came out 
of the furnace as pig-metal is worth nearly twice as much as the pig- 
metal itself was, and when it is run through until it is ready for the 
purposes of the blacksmith for a horseshoe or ax, or anything of that 

eter, it is worth two or three times as much as pig. 

All you have to do is to take the 231,000 pounds of that kind of scrap 








that came in last year and melt it at once to make the finest kind ot 
bar out of it, and there is no wastage. There is no sort of equity or 
justice in putting it all at the same duty, and it seems to me that there 
ought to be at least $2 a ton difference. It takes labor to get it into 
the condition of wrought scrap. It has already gone through the puri 
fying process, and when it comes here all the labor required 1s to melt 
itand run it through the rollerand you have first-rate bar, out of which 
you can make an ax ora horseshoe or anything of that kind. You 
can not do that by running the pig-iron once through the roller; you 
have to run it through three or four times to get it to that state. It 
took that much labor, and there is loss in the weight all the time. It 
seems to me it is very unjust to levy the duty at the same rate. I move, 
to make it entirely reasonable, and I hope there will be no disput: 
about that, to put it at $7 a ton if $6 is settled on pig-metal. I did 
not notice whether we had voted on that or not 

Mr. SHERMAN. Yes, we fixed it at $6. 

Mr. BROWN. Then I move to make the duty on wrought scrap 
and steel scrap $7 a ton instead of $6. On a piece of steel, no matter 
what sort of a piece of steel, if it is not more than two feet long, all 
the work is done, all the purifying is done, so that axes may be mad 
out of it. It comes in at the same tariff that old cast scrap would 
come inat. I do not think any Senator can say thai is right. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Will the Senator trom Georgia indi 
cate the amendment he proposes and where it is to come in‘ 

Mr. BECK. While the Senator is preparing his amendment | es 
say all I desire to say. We have to do something in the way of sim- 
plification. I believe it is the opinion of allof us that old scrap, if only 
fit to be rerolled or remanufactured, should come in at a moderate rate, 
and if afew horseshoe nails should be put in, it is better to have them 
all together than it would be to let the officers at the custom-house 
throw out an old pot here and a horseshoe there to see which was thi 
most valuable class of metal and how rusty it was. They could not 
tell what the things all were unless there were men with sledge-ham 
mers to break them up. It would take an army of men and days ot 
time to assort these things. We may as well have simplification in 
this form. There are a great many inequalities, the Senator from 
Georgia will observe. A cigar worth a penny pays now the same rat 
of duty that a cigar worth 10 cents pays, just because it is a cigar. 

As I said the other day, fine sherry and Madeira worth $4 a gallon 
pay only 40 cents, the same rate that the still wines of the Rhine, worth 
40 cents a gallon, pay. In going through the custom-house there must 
be some simplification, something that can be thrown in and sent to the 
rolling-mill at once without assorting. I think we had better do that 
even if a little does come in that is of a tolerably fine grade. Weare not 
pinched now for revenue, and whatever we lose in that respect will Ix 
made up in the simplification of the customs administration and the 
ease with which the law can be executed. That was the idea we had 
about it in committee. 

Mr. MORRILL. In addition to what the Senator from Kentucky 
says about the convenience of the custom-house in not being compelled 
to assort and weigh all these things separately, I want to suggest that 
it is but just to those who buy this steel and ironscrap that they should 
be made to take a certain quantity that may be mixed with it of cast 
iron, worth much less. Therefore I hope we shall adhere to the pro 
vision ag it is in the bill. 

M?. BROWN. It is a little difficult toshape my amendment just as 
I would have it, on account of the phraseology of this section: 

Iron in pigs, iron kentledge, spiegeleisen, wrought and cast serap-iron, anc 
scrap-steel. 

That I should propose to have stand at $6, as has been determined 
by the Senate, as I understand, and then toamend by striking out the 
word ‘‘and’’ and putting in ‘‘all;’’ so as to read: 

All serap-steel of every description, including old iron and old steel! railway 
bars, steel filings, borings, turnings, steel railway bar crop-ends, none of which 


shall exceed twenty-four inches in length, steel ingot, cogged ingot, bloom, slab 
and billet crop-ends, none of which shall exceed five inches in length, % per ton 


There I would strike out ‘‘six’’ and insert ‘‘seven.’’? So my amend 
ment is to strike out the word ‘‘and,’’ in line 511, and insert ‘‘all:”’ 
and then in line 516 to strike out ‘‘six’’ and insert ‘‘seven.’’ That is 
my proposition. 

A word of reply to the Senator from Kentucky. There does not seem 
to have been in fact any great difficulty last year in assorting the 251,000 
tons of wrought scrap-steel and iron. I have not heard that there was 
any trouble at all about it. It is all put down and the tariff paid upon 
it. As every Senator knows it is worth twice as much and some of it 
three times as much as the cast scrap is. 

The Senator from Kentucky says the revenue is not an object. The 
rate I propose certainly will bring us more revenue. Ido not see why 
we should not make wrought scrap pay a little more if itis worth twice 
as much as the other article. Here men are permitted to bring in pieces 
of steel that are twenty-four inches long of the purest steel, and other 
pieces of the horseshoe or the ax bar-iron, and an equal number otf 
pounds of the old cast scrap, and you tax them alike. Surely that is 
not right. There is no equity and no justice in it. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The question is on the amendment 
of the Senator from Georgia [Mr. Brown]. 
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Mr. MORRILL. I call the attention of the Senate to the fact that 
the amendment will increase the rate of duty not only on this scrap, 
but on pig-iron to $7 as the Senator has proposed it. 

Mr. BROWN. I do not propose to increase the other a dollar. 
Senator has not understood my amendment. 

Mr. FRYE. You will have to insert ‘‘$6"’ after the first clause. 

Mr. BROWN. If there is any trouble on that subject, before the 
word ‘‘all’’ that I proposed I would insert ‘‘$6,’’ so as to make it on 
iron in pigs and so forth down to the word ‘‘all,’’ and after “‘all’”’ to 
insert ‘'S6 per ton.’’ That would obviate that difficulty. 

Mr. MORRILL. ‘The Senator has got in wrought and serap iron at 
$6 and then again at $7. 

Mr. HOAR. Before that amendment is put, which is a matter of 
substance, I should like to have what I think there will be no con- 
siderable objection to, a substitute of 36 for 24, in line 514. I hope the 
Senator from Georgia will permit that to be done. 

Mr. SHERMAN, That is a very important amendment. 

Mr. HOAR. I understand that the chairman of the committee in 
unswer to a question did not think there was any particular reason for 
limiting it to twenty-four inches; and I am informed that by the de- 
scription of the thing it is absolutely secured; that there is nothing 
but scraps to come in under this clause, and there are a great many 
things where they run down to a point, or where there is a splinter on 
the end of a bar which will protract it ten or twelve inches, and it 
makes a great inconvenience to have this limit. I understand it will 
be avery great practical inconvenience without any earthly advantage 
or any earthly difference in principle. I move to strike out “‘ twenty- 
four’? and insert ‘‘thirty-six.’’ 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. That motion will not be in order un- 
til the motion of the Senator from Georgia is disposed of. 

Mr. BROWN. The chairman of the committee calls my attention 
to the fact that it would be better for my amendment to come in in 
line 510 before the word ** wrought ”’ and after the word ‘‘spiegeleisen;”’ 
80 as to read: 


The 


Iron in pigs. iron kentledge, spiegeleisen, % per ton; all wrought and cast 
scrap-iron, &e 

Then apply $7 to scrap. I modify the amendment to that extent. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The amendment of the Senator from 
(seorgia as modified will be read. 

The PRINCIPAL LEGISLATIVE CLERK. 
as make the clause read: 

Iron in pigs, iron kentledge, % per ton; all wrought and cast scrap-iron, and 
scrap-steel of every description, $7 per ton. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. 
the Senator from Georgia. 

Mr. PLATT. That raises the duty on scrap-iron a dollar a ton, does 
it not? 

Mr. LOGAN. 

Mr. PLATT. Six dollars. 

Mr. LOGAN. Eight dollars by the statute. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The question is on the amendment 
of the Senator from Georgia. 

Mr. BROWN, I call for the yeas and nays. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 

Mr. BROWN. AsI understand it, the steel scrap and wrought.scrap 
is now $8, and I am only proposing to make it $7, being in the same 
proportions that we have reduced the duty on pig-iron. 

Mr. HARRIS. It is $6 under the bill. 

Mr. BROWN. The bill makes pig-iron $6. 
$7, keeping up the same proportion. 

The Principal Legislative Clerk proceeded to call the roll. 

Mr. DAVIS, of West Virginia (when his name was called). 
paired with the Senator from Minnesota [Mr. Wrnpom]. 

Mr. HARRISON (when the name of Mr. MILuERr, of California, was 
called). The Senator from California [Mr. MiLLER] desired me to an- 
nounce his pair with his colleague [Mr. FARLEY]. 

Mr. ROLLINS (when Mr. MITcHELL’s name was called). The Sen- 
ator from Pennsylvania [Mr. Mrrcnet] is paired with the Senator 
from Virginia [Mr. Jonnston]. 

The roll-call was concluded. 

Mr. ROLLINS. The Senator from Florida [Mr. Jongs] is paired 
with the Senator from Nebraska [Mr. SAUNDERS] on this question 

Mr. FARLEY. I am paired with my colleague [Mr. MIuEr, of 
California]. 

Mr. GARLAND. 
EpMUNDs]. 

The result was announced—yeas 10, nays 45; as follows: 

YEAS—10, 
Brown, 


s MeMillan, 
Cameron of Pa., Hill, Miller of N. Y 
Chilcott, Logan, Sewell, 
NAYS—45. 
Cameron of Wis., 
Cockrell 


It is proposed to amend so 


The question is on the amendment of 


No; the duty on serap-iron now is $8. 


I propose to make this 


Iam 


I am paired with the Senator from Vermont [Mr. 


Sherman. 


Aldrich, Beck, 

Allison, Blair, 

Anthony, ier, 
Call, 


iw, 
Camden, 


, 


Coke, 
Davis of 111., 
Dawes, 





Jackson, Vest, 
Voorhees, 
Walker, 
Williams. 


Lamar, ; 
MeDill, 
Maxey, 


pe 


Johnston, 
Jonas, 

Jones of Florida, 
Jones of Nevada, 


MePherson, 

So the amendment was rejected. 

Mr. HOAR. I now move to substitute thirty-six inches for twenty- 
four inches in the description of the length in line 514. 

Mr. SHERMAN. That is still in the same line of this whole clause. 
It will enable the owners of rails in England or elsewhere in Europe to 
cut them up in lengths of three feet and bring them in as old iron at a 
low rate of duty, at about 30 per cent. ad valorem. They will be re- 
rolled at an expense of about $3 er $5 a ton into iron that pays a duty 
under the tariff laws of from $13 to $20 a ton. 

Mr. President, this thing has gone far enough. This whole clause 
is a mere means of getting in along the eastern coast a class of iron 
which at slight expense can be rolled into the highest forms and most 
valuable forms of iron or converted into steel. It is introduced at an 
inordinately low rate, and even the rate proposed by the Tariff Com- 
mission has been still further reduced; and the amendment of the Sen- 
ator from Massachusetts is in the same line to make it still more con- 
venient. Hitherto the importers have been required, in order to show 
that the scrap was iron unfit for use, to bring it in in lengths two feet 
long, and thousands of tons of railroad iron cut into lengths twenty- 
four inches long are brought in. 

Mr. HOAR. Does the Senator say under the present law? 

Mr. SHERMAN. Under the existing law that has been done—cut 
into two-foot lengths. 

Mr. HOAR. But my friend says that at present it is required to be 
not more than two feet long. They do now import in lengths of thirty- 
six inches, I understand. 

Mr. SHERMAN. If you want to admit all railroad iron, what is 
the use of requiring it to be cut into pieces three feet in length? Why 
not allow it to come in full length so that a simple rolling will make 
it good for iron rails ? 

Mr. SEWELL. Will the Senator from Ohio allow me to make a 
further suggestion ? 

Mr. SHERMAN. Certainly. 

Mr. SEWELL. This will take in steel also. Under this provision 
almost all the steel rails used in the country could be brought in. 

Mr. SHERMAN. Certainly. Any form of steel oriron rails might 
be laid down on a side track in England and then the next day taken 
up after they had been once used and cut into billets three feet long and 
imported at 30 per cent. ad valorem, and converted by a simple process 
of yerolling into steel rails, which, under this bill, would pay a duty of 
more than twice as much, or they may be converted into bar-iron by a 
simple process and be made equal to iron which would pay a duty of 
$20 a ton. 

Why, sir, this will not bear investigation. I am willing to give to 
all these iron industries a fair, discriminating duty, but I want it to be 
fair. I do not want the manufacturers of 3,700,000 tons of pig-iron to 
point me to a tariff in which their article is only protected by a duty 
of 30 per cent. ad valorem, less than three-tenths of a cent pound, 
while the very next stage of the iron manufacture, which is worth in 
the foreign market only four or five dollars a ton more than the pig- 
iron, is advanced in the tariff rates to three times as much in some cases, 
to twice as much in all cases. It is not proposed to allow Bessemer 
steel to come in at less than six-tenths of a cent per pound, and yet 
the Bessemer-steel bloom in the market in London is only worth $22 a 
ton, while the scrap-iron, which is put here at less than tenths of 
a cent a pound, at $6 a ton, is worth in the London market $20 a ton. 

Mr. WILLIAMS. Will the Senator allow me to ask him a question 
right there? 

Mr. SHERMAN. 

Mr. WILLIAMS. I understand the process of getting scrap-iron into 
bars again is a pretty complicated one, that it has to be smelted before 
it can be rolled. * 

Mr. SHERMAN. It is a very easy process to smelt iron and reroll 
it to any form. That is not avery costly process. It does not cost any- 
thing like the manufacture of pig-iron. 

Mr. PLATT. Idesiretoask aquestion. Thisislimited tocrop-ends’ 

Mr. HOAR. That is all. 

Mr. PLATT. That is to say, when a bar gs oa is — it he an 
irregular] end, not a perfect end. It to be cut off every 
dnnaben i soled. Now, this word “‘erop-end ”’ has just as much com- 
mercial significance as a T railway bar has. Itis the clipping, when the 
bar is rolled, of the useless part. I did not ask for this amendment, 
though I made the ion a little while ago, but it being limited to 
crop-end, it seems to me there is no possible chance to get any railroad 
iron under it. 


Slater, 

Vance, 
ABSENT—21. 
Sawyer, 
Van Wyck, 
Windom. 


Mahone 

Miller of Cal., 
Mitchell, 
aa. 
Saunders, ‘ 


Yes, sir. 
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the best forms of steel and iron if only the foreign shipper will go to 
the trouble of putting it under a clip-hammer, which in a moment cuts 
it into the ingots of two feet or even three feet; and then to allow steel 
in its highest form of production, steel rails in this form to be intro- 
duved at this extravagantly low rate of duty, to be converted by the 
simple process of rerolling into iron of a much higher value, paying 
more than twice as much duty, is an evasion of the spirit of the law, | 
and instead of being amended by reducing the length of these billets | 
this clause ought to be stricken out. 

Sir, I can remember the time when we were first appealed to to allow | 
scrap-iron to come into the country. It was said that cargoes might 
be made up of scrap-iron gathered from all parts of the world, that had 
been once used, that was waste iron. It seemed to be just and fair to 
allow that article to be brought into our markets to be remanufactured 
for use. There seemed to be sound philosophy in a simple expedient 
by which we could make out of an article of no value abroad an arti- 
cle of great value at home by the process of domestic manufacture, but 
that privilege thus conferred by law a few years ago has been greatly 
abused, and under it 230,000 tons, a vast mass of iron, came in last 
year. We must remember it is not in little driblets, but 230,000 tons. 
“ Mr. CAMERON, of Pennsylvania. Five hundred-and-odd thousand. 

Mr. SHERMAN. ‘Two hundred and thirty thousand last year. 
Year before it was more. 

Mr. CAMERON, of Pennsylvania. 
500,000 tons. 

Mr. SHERMAN. Last year 230,000 tons were brought in in this 
form merely to get the lower rate of duty. To put upon that kind of 
iron thus brought into direct competition with the product of pig-iron 
and other forms of iron from the furnace here a low rate of duty, $6 
a ton, and then bya simple process to convert it into steel rails on which 
you put a duty of $13.44 a ton, or convert it into bar-iron, which may 
he done just as well, on which you put a rate of duty of from $18.50 to 
$21 a ton, is an evasion of this law, and it ought not to be tolerated. 

This duty ought to bear some relation to the value of the article. 
The scrap-iron of commerce now brought in here is shown by the sta- | 
tistics before me to be worth $20 a ton; yet the rails made out of this | 
scrap-iron in England can be bought to-day at $22 or $23 per ton. The | 
invoice value of the 230,000 tons of wrought scrap-iron was $4,785, - 
923.70, which was over $20 a ton. The duty is reduced now to $6 a 
ton, and yet the duty on the steel bloom, which comes in competition | 
with the iron, is raised by this bill. 

Sir, we can not endure inequalities. The people of the United States | 
want fair treatment in the administrationof this tarifflaw. If an arti- | 
cle is of a higher grade of manufacture it will beara higher rate of duty, | 
but there must be a just proportion between these rates. The present 
law is unequal, because certain classes of iron are introduced into this 
country at less rates than other iron of kindred character. That is the 
great complaint of our iron schedule. It is the great complaint of the 
people, the men engaged in the trade, that they have been driven en- 
tirely out of the market in making cotton-ties, in making steel blooms, 
and in making steel bars for wire, by unequal and unfair duties, and yet 
there is nothing in the present law so unequal and unjust as this pro- 
posed reduction of the rate of dutieson the cheaper forms of iron and its 
advance on the higher formsof iron. I beg the Senate, therefore, those 
who are interested in this bill, not to make the bill subject to this kind 
of criticism, but give a fair, just, and uniform rate of duty upon iron 
according to its market values, those values being reduced by classiti- 
cation into specific rates of duty. 

Mr. HOAR. Mr. President, the Senator from Ohio says nothing 
against the amendment, as I understand his argument; his attack is 
upon the substance of the clause in the bill, a clause which, as he con- 
fesses, has been the law heretofore, which has come recommended by | 
the committee of which he is a member with his own concurrence. 

Mr. SHERMAN. Not as to the rate. 

Mr. HOAR. The committee reported the bill, and the Senator | 
joined in the report. I do not mean that he assented to every clause 
of it, but it is a part of the bill which he reported; it is a part of the 
Tariff Commission’s proposition, and it is a part of the proposition in 
the House bill which is now laid on our tables. I am speaking of this | 
general — of letting in this serap-iron. 

_ This of serap-iron or scrap-steel is described. In the first place | 
it must be waste or refuse iron or steel that has been in actual use, | 
and is fit only to be remanufactured by remelting or rerolling. That | 
is the first thing that it must be. In the next place, to have my amend- | 
ment applicable to it, it must be a railway bar crop-end; it can not be | 
a rail cut up, as the Senator described, simply needing to be rolled a 
little. It must be determinable by inspection if it is not a crop-end. | 
It must be that kind of waste iron called a railway bar crop-end. A rail | 
at both ends cut off square, thirty-six or thirty or twenty-four inches | 
long, does not come within that description. But there are a great | 
many cases where these things are supplied. For instance, where they | 


Mr. SHERMAN. The whole thing is false. It is the admission of | 





The year before it was over 





g0 out toa point, where there is a splinter on them, where they will | any other portion of the bar. 


exceed the brief length of two feet. 
If this serap-iron is to be permitted to be brought here and worked | 
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portion of it which happens to be a little longer than two feet? I under- 
stand that the present limit is not two feet but is three, unless I have been 
misinformed; but that is immaterial. My proposition simply is that 
the limit of the length of these irregular pieces of iron, coming under 
the name of crop-ends, 2 kind of scrap or waste-iron, shall not be arbi- 
trarily limited to two feet. When the question was put by the Senator 
from Connecticut to the chairman of the Committee on Finance, who 
certainly is not disposed to open any doors to abuse or open any doors 
to free trade in disguise, the chairman replied that he did not know any 


| reason. He said that just now in the hearing of the Senate. 


The long and earnest and vigorous argument of my honorable friend 
from Ohio is an argument against the whole clause which I am amend- 
ing; that is, he says you should not let in scrap-iron at this low rate of 
duty; you should not let in the various forms of waste or refuse iron 
described in this clause; but with the very high protective theories 
which have prevailed in Congress when the old tavifiS were made it has 
been thought proper and reasonable to let them in. It has been deter 
mined to let ina form of iron for use which does not hurt any iron here, 
and which is useful in a variety of ways, to be rolled or melted o1 
worked up into various forms of use; and that has settled a policy, a 
policy tixed not by free-traders, not by revenue reformers, not by per 
sons in the interest of fraud, but by the makers of the old high tariffs 
that we are now reducing; and it is a policy adhered to by the Senate 
committee and the House committee and the Tariff Commission, the 
Senator from Ohio alone dissenting. If that policy is to be rejected, 
strike out the section. You have just refused todothat. If that policy 
is not to be rejected, why in the world should an old crop-end that has 
a splinter which sticks out three or four inches above the two feet be 
cast out? 

Mr. DAWES. I will read the existing law upon this subject 

Cast serap-iron of every description $6 per ton; wrought scrap-iron of every 


description $8 per ton; but nothing shaM be deemed scrap-iron except waste or 
refuse iron that has been in uctual use and is fit only to be remanufactured 


There is nothing which the Senator from Ohio has said which will 


not apply to a piece of serap-iron 18 inches or 24 inches long as well as 


to one 36 inches long. It runs, in point of faet, sol am informed by 
the manufacturers, from 13 to 36 inches. If it is worth while to let it 
come in at all there is no reason in the world why there should be a 
limit of 24 inches rather than 36 inches, if it is refuse iron, if it is that 
which has got to be worked over, if it is the otherwise useless end of a 
railroad bar, whether it be 1% inches or 24 inches or 36 inches. If it 


} can not be used at all otherwise than being worked over there is no rea 


son why it should be limited to 24 inches 

Mr. SHERMAN. [am very much obliged to the Senator for read 
ing to me the old law. I now call attention to the marked change in 
the language of the proposition before us. It will be perceived that 
this language extends these terms ‘‘iron and steel billets” greatly, 
broadly beyond the present law. I will read the old law that the Sen 
ator has read: 

Provided, That nothing shall be deemed scrapdron or scrap-steel except waste 
or refuse iron or steel that has been in actual use and is fit only to be remanu 
factured by remelting or rerolling 

It must all be waste and refuse ironorsteel. The language of this see 
tion of the bill, and my attention had not been called particularly to 
it before, goes tur beyond that: 

Old iron and old steel railway bars, steel filings 

Not ‘‘old steel filings ”’ 
boxings, turnings, steel railway-bar crop-ends, &« 

New railway steel-bar crops may come in under this definition. The 
word ‘‘old’’ does not apply to these crop-ends at all. 

Mr. HOAR. Will the Senator inform me what is the difference be 


| tween a new crop-end and an old crop-end? 


Mr. SHERMAN. The Senator admits my argument then 

Mr. HOAR. No; L ask a question. 

Mr. SHERMAN. Inthe manufacture ofa steel rail of twenty feet in 
length there may be acrop-end of four or five feet that is not used in the 
rail, because it is cropped off. Men can bring in, under this clause, under 
the name of crop-end new steel rails directly from the mill; they can 
bring these crop-ends under this bill at the lowest possible rate of duty. 

Mr. HOAR,. If it be a crop-end and not an actual steel rail, Will 
the Senator in orm the Senate was there ever a crop-end used for any 
thing in this world? 

Mr.. SHERMAN. Undoubtedly. 

Mr. HOAR. What is the difference between a new crop-end and an 
old crop-end. 

Mr. SHERMAN. In England they can put these crop-ends of new 
steel directly back into the crucible, reheat them, and then they would 
not be crop-ends any longer; they would be steel. But under the pr 
culiar language of this section, to which my attention was not called, 
however, until I compared it with the exjsting law, all the crop-ends 
of every bar of iron or steel rails made in England may be introduced 
under our tariff at $6 per ton. These crop-ends are just as valuable as 
Now, instead of reheating them and rol! 
ing them out into forms of bar-iron, which must be of a uniform length, 
the crop-ends will be brought and rerolled and made to fit closely to 


over atall, why in the name of common sense should you exclude any | each other. They will bring those crop-ends in here at $6 per ton. ‘he 
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| 
language goes far beyond that; they may bring in old iron and old steel | 


railway bars. Hitherto there has been a constant struggle at the cus- | 
tom-house as to whether that was scrap or refuse iron, and the Treasury 
Department made regulations to prevent the evasion of the tariff laws, 
in order to prevent railroad iron from being cut up into suitable lengths 
to be called refuse or waste iron and brought into this country. Par- 
ties interested gave to these billets of iron an old form by rusting them | 
and various processes, tumbling them about so as to get a little rusty | 
so that they would be old and refuse in the language of the law. But 
under the language of this section as now framed they need not go to | 
that trouble; they may take any railroad iron or steel bar that has been | 
used and clip it under the hammer into these lengths and bring it in, 
and here in this country all that is necessary is to reroll it. 

This provision of law put upon this bill will be of enormous advan- 
taye to the rolling-mills along the coast, who can avail themselves of 
the privileges here given; they can make railroad iron or steel cheap 
enough with the benefit of this provision, importing their raw articles 
in the form of refuse iron, bars of iron cut up. In this way they can 
bring it in and thus evade the protection which the law designed to 
zive to the makers of pig-iron and other forms of common iron pro- 
duced by the furnace. 

It seems to me, on reflection, that this clause is even more dangerous 
than I at first supposed; and now still further to reduce the duty on 
this form of serap-iron from $8, the present rate, to $6 a ton, and to re- 
duce the duty on pig-iron from $7 to $6, is piling on the agony a little 
too high. I speak for onlya small portion of the manufacturers of pig- 
iron, because they are scattered all through twenty-five States, while iron- 
rolling millsare only established here and there. These furnaces to the 
number of over five hundred are sending their light to the sky day and 
night. It isin their interest and for the development of the very basis 
and foundation of this iron trade that Inow seek to have these duties so 
applied that they shall not be discriminated against by the introduction 
of the old rails or the new rails cut up into billets in England and France 
and the old countries of the world at a low rate of duty. 

What I wish is justice and equality; and, sir, if this rule of reduction 
is to be applied to pig-iron and the duty on pig-iron and scrap is then 
reduced to $6 a ton, how can we justify ourselves to our constituents 
in voting for duties of $20 or $30 a ton on iron a little further advanced 
in grade? It will not do. There must be equality and justice in the 
framing of these laws; and if any classes are to be protected let all be 
protected according to the value of their production. Therefore when- 
ever the Senate wishes to enlarge this old omnibus clause, I must ob- 
ject, and I intend to give to this clause a more severe scrutiny yet and 
see to what extent it may go. Instead of 230,000 tons of this kind of 
iron, there may be a million tons imported, displacing a million of tons 
of the production of our furnaces. That will not do. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The question is on agreeing to the 
amendment proposed by the Senator from Massachusetts [Mr. Hoar]. 

Mr. HOAR. I merely wish to repeat, as the Senator has repeated his 
argument, that his earnest argument is an attack on the section. He 
fails, as it seems to me, to state any good reason why if the policy of this 
section stands all serap-iron that happens to have a splinter thirty inches 
long should not come in on the same terms as if the splinter were only 
twenty-three inches. That is the only point here. The Senator says 
that it is a distinction. Itisnothing buta crop-end that comes inat all. 

Mr. SHERMAN. It may be new iron. 

, Mr. BROWN. I move to strike out ‘‘thirty-six’’ and insert ‘‘sev- 
enty-two;’’ so as to make the length seventy-two inches. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The question is on the amendment of 
the Senator from Georgia to the amendment of the Senator from Mas- 
sachusetts, to strike out ‘‘thirty-six’’ and insert ‘“‘seventy-two.”’ , 

The amendment to the amendment was rejected. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The question recurs on the amend- 
ment proposed by fhe Senator from Massachusetts [Mr. Hoar]. 

Mr. HOAR called for the yeas and nays, and they were ordered. 

The Principal Legislative Clerk proceeded to call the roll. 

Mr. ROLLINS (when Mr. MITCHELL’s name was called). The Sen- 
ator from Pennsylvania [Mr. Mrrcne..] is paired with the Senator 
from Virginia [Mr. Jomnsron]. a: 

Mr. ROLLINS (when Mr. SAUNDERS’s name wascalled). The Sena- 
tor from Nebraska [Mr. SAUNDERS] is paired with the Senator from 
Florida [Mr. JonEs]. 

The roll-call having been concluded, the result was announced—yeas 
16, nays 39; as follows: 
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YEAS—16. 
Bayard, George, Hoar, Pugh, 
Butler, Groome, Jackson, Slater, 
Dawes, Grover, Kellogg, Vance, 
Farley Hampton, Lamar, Williams. 

NASWS—39. 
Aldrich Cockrell, Harrison, Morrill, 
Allison Coke, Hawley, Pendleton, 
Barrow Conger, Hill, Platt, 
Beck, Davis of Il., Ingalls, Rollins, 
Blair, Edmunds, MeDill, Sewell, 
Brown, Frye, MeMillan, Sherman, 
Camden Garland, Maxey, ’ 
®ameron of Pa., Gorman, Miller of Cal., Voorhees, 
Cameron of Wis., Hale Miller of N, Y., Walker. 
Chilcott, Harris, Morgan, 


JANUARY 24, 


ABSENT—21. 


Anthony. Jonas, Mahone, Sawyer, 
‘all, Jones of Florida, Mitchell, Van Wyck, 
Davis of W. Va.,  Jonesof Nevada, Plumb, Windom. 
Fair, Lapham, Ransom, 

Ferry, Logan, Saulsbury, 

Johnston, McPherson, Saunders, 


So the amendment was rejected. 

Mr. SHERMAN. I call for the reading of the proviso as it stands. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The proviso will be read. 

The Principal Legislative Clerk read as follows: 

Provided, That nothing not herein specified shall be deemed scrap-iron or scrap- 
steel except waste or re iron or steel that has been in actual use and is {it 
only to be remanufactured by remelting or rerolling. 

Mr. SHERMAN. I would ask when the words ‘‘ not herein speci- 
fied’’ were inserted ? 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. During the day, on the motion of the 
Senator from Connecticut [Mr. PLatr]. 

Mr. SHERMAN. I respectfully, if I can do so—I was not present 
and I did not notice it—move to reconsider that vote. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. ‘The Senator from Ohio moves to re- 
consider the vote by which the Senate inserted the words ‘‘ not herein 
specified *’ after the word ‘‘nothing,’’ in line 517. The clause now 
reads: 

Provided, That ee | not herein specified shall be deemed serap-iron or scrap- 
steel except waste or refuse iron or steel that been in actual use and is fit 
only to be remanufactured by remelting or rerolling. 

Mr. SHERMAN. Those words ‘‘not herein specified ’’ change the 
whole meaning of this clause. They except from the obligation of 
being waste or refuse iron all iron and steel railway bars, steel filings, 
borings, turnings, and steel railway-bar crop-ends. All the articles 
named here are thus excepted from the operation of this proviso. I do 
not believe the Senate understood it. Iwas hereall the time and did not 
hear this, but I understand it was adopted on thesuggestion of the Sen- 
ator from Connecticut. I take it that it is the purpose of the Senate 
simply to allow to come in under this low rate of duty old refuse iron 
if only fit to be remanufactured; but under the wording of the proviso 
as it now stands almost anything can come in. 

Mr. ALLISON. May I call the attention of the Senator from Ohio 
to the beginning of line 512? 

Steel filings, borings, turnings, stee] railway-bar crop-ends. 

Then in line 514: 

Steel ingot, cogged ingot, bloom, slab, and billet crop-ends. 

Evidently these are intended to be—it seems to me, at least—all new. 
The Senator from Connecticut has also added “ boiler-punching,’’ and 
boiler-punching never could have been in use, nor could a steel filing 
ever have been in use or a boring ever have been in use. I noted the 
amendment of the Senator from Connecticut. 

Mr. SHERMAN. Does the Senator propose to allow under this law 
to come in at the rate of $6 a ton steel ingots, cogged ingots, blooms, 
slabs, and billet crop-ends, except those which are waste or refuse? 

Mr. ALLISON. Iam not saying what I allow. I only say that I 
heard the amendment of the Senator from Connecticut and it struck 
me that it made clear what was already the meaning of this provision, 
because I do not see how it is possible to have an old steel filing, that 
is, one which has been in actual or an old steel boring, one that 
has been in actual use, or an old billet crop-end. A billet crop-end 
certainly could never have been in use, because it is the cutting, it is 
the refuse of a billet. 

Mr. PLATT. Ora railway-bar crop-end that has never been in use. 

Mr. ALLISON. A railway-bar cro is a little end cut off. It 
may be an ineh in length or two and a inches, or twenty-four; and 
it is right off a new rail that has never been in use. 

Mr. SHERMAN. If it is intended —— 

Mr. PLATT. Will the Senator from Ohio allow me to explain ? 

Mr. SHERMAN. Certainly 


Mr. PLATT. The difficulty about the of this section as it 
was from the committee was that committee apparently 


—— to include certain things as scrap and then put on a clause by 
which they nae AY sa as scrap, because the last clause pro- 
vided that nothing which not been in actual use sheuld be brought 
in. The committee plainly intended that the articles specified here 
should be brought in, although they had not been in actual use. The 
whole difficulty arises from the of the committee, and the com- 
mittee’s attention was called to it by Mr. Oliver, in his statement on 
page 7, he proposing a change which, if the committee had adopted it, 
would have made my amendment, so far as those words ‘‘ not herein 
specified ’’ were concerned, entirely unnecessary; but as the committee 
did cath we nn the amendment recemmended by Mr. Oliver, I thought 
my words ‘‘not herein specified’? would accomplish the same result. 

Mr. HOAR. The Senator will permit me to state that the House 
bill also is substantially, —— other words, what he proposed, by 
striking out the words ‘‘ which has not been in actual use.’’ The House 
bill is ‘‘nothing shall be deemed scrap-iron or scrap-steel except waste 
or refuse iron or steel that is fit only to be remanufactured by remelt- 
ing or rerolling.’’ That is the House bill. 


Mr. PLATT. Manifestly all these little clippings of bars, pieces of 
iron, clippings off the end of railway bars, clippings off the end of in- 
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gots and billets are scrap, and they were intended to be so undoubt- 
edly in the provision. I moved that amendment so that the proviso 
should not render the provision nugatory. 

Mr. SHERMAN. The proviso in the old law has been carefully re- 
tained. It has amplified the articles that may be called scrap, &c., by 
giving a greater list of them and by extending and avoiding the Treas- 


being brought in under this low rate, the language of the existing law 
being: 
Provided, That nothing shall be deemed scrap-iron or scrap-stee! except waste 


or refuse iron or steel that has been in actual use and is fit only to be remanu- 
factured by remelting or rerolling. 


The same language is used and transferred from the old law to the 
new: 
That nothing dell be deemed scrap-iron or scrap-stee| except waste or refuse 
t 


iron or steel that has been in actual use and is fit only to be remanufactured by 
remelting or rerolling. 


But the language of the Senator from Connecticut now exempts from 
the operation of this proviso all the body of the section, all the articles 
named in the section, and therefore it is not a provision that amounts 
to anything. In others words, it nullifies, renders nugatory, the pro- 
vision which was intended to protect the Treasury. The only purpose 


of this proviso was to allow waste and refuse iron to be brought in, and | 


the language of the old law was kept by the commissign, and that has 
been acted on and has been construed. Now, to extend it to all the 


| 


| it was the intent and purpose to include new steel clippings. 
ury ruling, which was designed to prevent articles really new iron from | 
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Mr. SHERMAN. ‘Phat may be; I do not know about that 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The question is on the motion of the 
Senator from Ohio to reconsider the vote. 

Mr. ALLISON. Before the question is put I should like to under 
stand this. I notice in Mr. Oliver’s statement that he distinctly says 
On page 
8 of his statement it will be found, in answer to a suggestion which I 
made: 

Senator ALLIson. It ought to mean what we 
country—waste. 

Mr. OLIVER. Yes, sir. 

Senator Breck. But it may be waste from a new as wellasan old article. Are 


understand it to mean in this 


| not the clippings of cloth left in making a pair of pantaloons as much waste as 


if they were scraps of old pantaloons? 

Mr. OLtver. Well, there is very little of it. I have never known new stuff to 
be imported in that way. It is generally used at the point nearest where it is 
produced, as they know the quality of it. Under the present law new cuttings 
or clippings pay the same duty as bars, namely, | cent per pound 


Mr. SHERMAN. Does not the Senator see what strong interest there 
would be to use this for exportation in order to get the benetit of the 


| enormous reduction of duty ? 


Mr. ALLISON. I understand it, I think. 


Senator Beck. But it is ‘‘ scrap” all the same? 
Mr. OLIVER. Yes; but I do not know new iron serap as an article of commerce. 
3ut we do know and enumerate in the bill new steel scrap, becnuse we know 
that it is cut off rails and Mooms and thrown out as waste in such large quanti- 


| ties as to be an article of commerce. This is why I suggest the transposition of 


and biliet crop-ends, both old and new, because you will see here, ‘‘in- | 


cluding old iron and old steel railway bars, steel filings,’’ the word 
‘‘old’’ does not apply to “‘ filings, borings, turnings, steel railway-bar 
crop-ends,’’ which may be new steel railway-bar crop-ends. 

Mr. PLATT. They must be. 

Mr. SHERMAN. It extends to a multitudeof things by the ingen- 
ious language now adopted, which would not be embraced in the lan- 
guage if it was left as it was. 


| those words; the very idea you have in view. 
various articles named here, steel ingots, cogged ingots, blooms, slabs, | 


I mention this to show that Mr. Oliver, so far as these new crop- 
ends of steel were concerned, had no objection to letting them come in 
under this clause. I can see very readily that there is great force in 


| thesuggestions made by the Senator from Ohio, that these steel crop-ends, 
| billets, blooms, and ingots and steel rails of every description, coming 


in in this way might make quite an article of commerce; but still it is 


| also true that these crop-ends must be rolled and remanufactured just 


this clause, should not be adopted without some consideration, and I | 


therefore move to reconsider it. 
Mr. PLATT. Will the Senator allow me to ask him a question? 
Mr. SHERMAN. Certainly. 
Mr. PLATT. Canthere be an old crop-end, either of a railway bar 


or a billet? Can there be an old one as distinguished from a new one? | 


All crop-ends are new. 

Mr. SHERMAN. That may be, but they may be old. 

Mr. PLATT. They could not have been used. 

Mr. SHERMAN. They could not have been used, but they may be 
old ; but now it is proposed to extend this. Under the old law they 
could only be brought in in case they were refuse and waste and had 
been once used. For instance, when they take an old rail up, they may 
cutitoff; they may cutoffthe waste end and use the part that may be good, 
as we all know that the end of the rail is the first to wear out. They 
often in this country take up an old rail and cut off both ends; those 
would be old crop-ends that had been once in actual use, and that is the 
kind of waste-iron that was intended to be covered in this provision. 
As it is now worded, the crop-ends of a new steel] bar may be brought in 
at the low duty. 

Mr. PLATT. Ido not understand that ifa rail has been used and 
taken up and a piece cut off from the end it is a railway-bar crop-end. 
Mr. SHERMAN. I do, because it is a crop-end off a railway bar. 

Mr. PLATT. In commerce what is meant is the piece which is 
clipped off when the rail has been rolled, and that is what this bill 


means. 

Mr. SHERMAN. That is a new thing, but I know very well that 
many of the railroads take up the rail and whenever it is worn out at 
the end they clip it off and use it again; nothing is more common than 
that, perhaps not in New England, where they have more money, but 
in the western country, where they have to look out for money, that is 
the constant practice of railways, to send their rails to be remanufact- 
ured in this way. I supposed this applied to old crop-ends once used, 
and they are the kind that were embraced in the language of the old 
law; they must have been once in actual use. As a matter of course a 
new staal crop-end would be embraced by the language of the Senator’s 
amendment very clearly, but it would not be embraced in the language 
of the old law, that it must have been in actual use. 

Mr. PLATT. How would the Senator have the clipping off a new 
Tailway bar come in? 

Mr. SHERMAN. I would have it come in as bar-iron ingots. It is 
new iron, worth just as much per peund as any other kind of railway 
bar, because these new cuttings may be put at once in the heating proc- 
ess and rerolled into good iron. They are none the worse for being 
crop-ends; they are just as much good iron or steel as if they were in 
the middle of the bar. 

Mr. PLATT. Of course the Senator knows more about the manu- 
facture of iron than I do, but I understand that the end is not so good 
as the middle; that what is cropped off is not as good iron as the mid- 
dle of the bar; that the process of rolling leaves the iron hard and unfit 
for nse at the end. 








: | as much as though they were old. 
It seems to me that so important an | . ‘ 


amendment, which hasa manifest bearing in extending the operation of 


Mr. SHERMAN. Why not let them come in as blooms, then’? 

Mr. ALLISON. I only wanted to understand thoroughly why this 
provision was here, because I do not regard the amendment of the Sen 
ator from Connecticut as materially changing the purpose of the phrase- 
ology now in the bill. If the Senator from Ohio is to have his view 
prevail, then it seems to me we ought to strike out all about steel crop- 
ends and borings and filings and turnings and boiler-punching that 
the Senator from Connecticut also put in, because, in the very navure 
of things, those are new articles, that could not be waste material, that 
could not be rerolled, that had never been in use beiore. So it seems 
to me that if we undertake to strike out the words now inserted by the 
Senator from Connecticut we must remodel this whole provision and 
strike out all relating to these new articles, the refuse of steel. It 
seems to me so. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The question is on agreeing to the 
motion of the Senator from Ohio [Mr. SHERMAN ] to reconsider the vote 
by which the words named were inserted in the clause. 

Mr. CAMERON, of Pennsylvania. I ask for the yeas and nays. 

The yeas and nays were ordered, and the Principal Legislative Clerk 
proceeded to call the roll. 

Mr. DAVIS, of West Virginia (when his name was called). I am 
paired with the Senator from Minnesota [Mr. WINpDomM] 

The roll-call was concluded. 

Mr. ROLLINS. The Senator from Pennsylvania [Mr. MITCHELL] 
is paired with the Senator from Virginia[Mr. JouNSTON]. The Sena- 
tor from Nebraska [Mr. SAUNDERS] is paired with the Senator from 
Florida [Mr. JoNEs]. 

The result was announced—yeas 22, nays 33; as follows 


YEAS—22. 


Aldrich, Cameron of Wis., Harrison, Miller of N. Y., 
Allison, Chilcott, Hill, Morrill, 
Anthony, Conger, Lapham, Sewell, 
Brown, Davis of IIl., Logan, Sherman 
Call, Edmunds, MeMillan, 
Cameron of Pa., Gorman, Miller of Cal 
NAYS—33. 

Barrow, Frye, Ingalls, Rollins 
Bayard, Garland, Jackson, Slater 
Beck, George, Lamar, Vance 
Blair, Groome, MecDill, Vest, 
Butler, Grover, Maxey, Walker 
Cockrell, Hampton Morgan, Williams 
Coke, Harris, Pendleton 
Dawes, Hawley Platt, 
Farley, Hoar, Pugh 

ABSENT—21 
Camden, Jonas, Mitchell Van Wyck, 
Davis of W. Va., Jonesof Florida, Plumb, Voorhees, 
Fair, Jones of Nevada, Ransom Windom 
Ferry, Kellogg, Saulsbury 
Hale, McPherson, Saunders, 
Johnston, Mahone Sawyer, 


So the motion to reconsider was not agreed to. 

Mr. MORRILL. I now ask that this proviso shall be passed over 
until to-morrow that the Committee on Finance may come to some rec- 
ommendation which they will present to the Senate. I think there is 
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a difference of opinion as to the effect of the language that has already 
been put in, and it is right and proper that it should be fairly and prop- 
erly considered. | ask therefore that the proviso may go over until to- 
morrow. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Senator from Vermont asks unani- 
mous consent that the proviso under discussion be passed over until 
to-morrow. 

Mr. PLATT. I have no objection to that. 1 think that when the 
committee come to consider it there will be no difference of opinion 
between what I intend to do by my amendment and what the com- 
mittee are disposed to do. 

Mr. MORRILL. I think not. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Chair hears no objection to the 
request of the Senator from Vermont, and it is so ordered. The clause 
preceding the proviso will be considered as agreed to. 

Mr. BECK. I desire to say to the chairman of the committee that 
while on the next paragraph in regard to steel ingots and other things 
the committee differed very widely from the Tariff Commission, an 
amendment has been prepared which I have examined in part that I 
think is an improvement both on the action of the Tariff Commission 
and on the action of the committee, and yet I am not perfectly clear 
that it is exactly right. I do not want to pass over the paragraph and 
I do not want to consume any great length of time in discussing it. If 
there was any executive business that we could doso that I could look 
into it by to-morrow morning, perhaps we should not lose any time by 
that course. 

Mr. ALDRICH. I will offer the amendment. 

Mr. BECK, Let it be offered so that it may be printed. 

Mr. ALDRICH. It can be printed, and we can go on to the next 
clause and leave this until to-morrow morning by unanimous consent 
if the Senator from Kentucky desires, 

Mr. BECK. I do not care about passing it over. 

Mr. BAYARD. Let the amendment be offered now. 

Mr. ALDRICH. I will offer the amendment. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. TheSecretary will read the paragraph. 

The next item in Schedule C, from line 521 to line 524, was read, as 
follows: 

Steel ingots, cogged ingots, blooms and slabs, made by the Bessemer, pneu- 
matic, Thomas-Gilchrist, basic, Siemens-Martin, open-hearth, or by any other 
process except the crucible process, six-tenths of 1 cent per pound, 

Mr. ALDRICH. I offer as an amendment the words which I send to 
the Secretary’s desk in lieu of the clause which has just been read. It 
isan amendment which has been agreed to by a conference with members 
of the committee, and I think a majority of the members are in favor 
of it. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The amendment proposed by the Sen- 
ator from Rhode Island will be reported. 

The ACTING SECRETARY. It is proposed to strike out lifes 521 to 
524 and in lieu thereof to insert: 

Steel ingots, cogged ingots, blooms, billets, and slabs, made by the Bessemer, 
pneumatic, Thomas-Gilchrist, basic, Siemens-Martin, open-hearth, or by any 
other process except the crucible process, and not exceeding in value 2 centsper 
pound six-tenths of L cent per pound; exceeding 2 cents and not exceeding 5 
cents per pound in value, 1.2 cents per pound; and all such steel exceeding in 
value 5 cents per pound shall pay the rates of duty prescribed in this act for 
erucible cast-steel. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The question is on agreeing to the 
amendment proposed by the Senator from Rhode Island [Mr. AL- 
DRICH }. 

Mr. BECK. 1 should be glad if the Senator would explain the 
amendment, because this is a clause upon which there has been a good 
deal of difference of opinion. 

Mr. ALDRICH. The bill as it stands, as reported by the Commit- 
tee on Finance, provides for a uniform rate on all steel except crucible 
cast-steel of six-tenthsof 1 cent a pound. This would include all forms 
and shapes of steel. It would include a low-priced Bessemer bloom 
worth say $20 or $22 a ton and a high-priced Siemens-Martin steel 
made from charcoal iron worth say from $120 to $130 a ton. The com- 
mittee upon consideration believe that this would do an injustice to 
the manufacturers of the highest grade of steel. 

The bill as reported from the commission put a limitation upon the 
steel other than crucible cast-steel that it should be at least 500 pounds 
in weight, at least 5 inches in diameter in cross sections, or at least 5 
inches thick in a slab, and 10 inches wide, fixing the rate upon steel of 
this description at six-tenths of 1 cent per pound. The next higher 
rate was on steel less than 500 pounds and less than 5 inches, &c., 
which was 2 cents a pound. The Committee on Finance believed 
that there was too great a change between Bessemer blooms, or the 
description to which I have alluded, and blooms, or ingots, or slabs of 
asmaller size. They therefore struck out the limitation in the com- 
mission bill. In doing so lam inclined to think, and I believe the 
committee upon consideration think, we went too farin the other direc- 
tion; that we opened the door to the admission of high-priced steel, 
the better qualities of steel, at a very low rate of duty. 

The amendment which I have now offered is for the purpose of mect- 
ing this difficulty. 

We have left the same rate upon the lower grades of Bessemer blooms 





and on all the lower grades of steel fix a limit of 2 cents a pound. This 
would include a large part of the forms of Bessemer steel; I am inclined 
to think it would include all. Bessemer blooms, asI said before, are 
now worth from $20 to $22a ton. I think that Bessemer billets are 
now worth about $30 a ton. 

Mr. BECK. They are selling for $33 free on board. 

Mr. ALDRICH. So that the low rate would apply to all forms of 
Bessemer steel. We then fix on steel not exceeding 2 cents and not 
exceeding 5 cents a pound in value a rate of 1.2 cents, which is some- 
what less than the rate fixed upon crucible steel, the rate upon crucible 
steel less than 5 cents a pound in value being fixed in this bill at 1} 
cents a pound. We have provided in this amendment that steel of al] 
kinds worth exceeding 5 cents a pound shall pay the same rate of duty, 
because a Siemens-Martin or other fine steel made by any other process 
except the crucible process is entitled to the same protection that a 
crucible cast-steel of the same value is. 

Mr. BECK. I believe I am prepared to vote for the amendment of 
the Senator from Rhode Island, because it gets clear of an immense 
amount of confusion that has grown out of the complicated provisions 
made by the Tariff Commission report, and it may be that in our desire 
to get clear of those somewhat complicated provisions the committee 
went, as the Senator from Rhode Island says, too far in trying to protect 
against them. I do not care about reading all the long provisions. | 
have commented on them before. 

Mr. COKE. I ask the Senator from Kentucky if the amendment of 
the Senator from Rhode Island does not increase the duty? 

Mr. BECK. I think it is a very large reduction of duty over the 
bill proposed by the Tariff Commission. 

Mr. COKE. But over the bill as reported by the Committee on 
Finance? 

Mr. BECK. I think it has this effect: the bill reported by the com- 
mittee embraces ‘‘steel ingots, cogged ingots, blooms and slabs made 
by the Bessemer, pneumatic, Thomas-Gilchrist, basic, Siemens-Martin, 
open-hearth, or by any other process except the crucible process, six- 
tenths of 1 cent per pound.”’ That is all the provision we make. This 
amendment reaches all those classes of steel at six-tenths of 1 cent per 
pound, just as we make them, provided they do not cost over 2 cents a 
pound or $2a ton. Two dollars a ton would be $44.80. All that class 
comes in at the rate proposed by the committee. C ingots, blooms 
and slabs arenow worth, free on board, $20 and $22 perton. Of course, 
they come in under the amendment. Billets are worth $30 per ton. 

Mr. ALDRICH. If the Senator from Kentucky will allow me to in- 
terrupt him, I have included in this amendment, as he understznds, 
billets, and billets were not included in the amendment of the com- 
mittee. 

Mr. BECK. I was about to say that the word ‘‘billets,”’ an article 
which is more valuable than the slabs and blooms, is also added in the 
amendment of the Senator from Rhode Island, which was not embraced 


| in the low grade provided for in the committee’s bill, and as billets are 


a very important article of the higher rate of value, worth more than 
either blooms or slabs, in that regard the amendment of the Senator 
from Rhode Island is much more valuable than the committee’s bill. 
So far as I am advised, on looking at it pretty carefully, I am inclined 
to think that it is a good amendment, and I shall vote for it. 

Mr. BROWN. I move, in place of the amendment which is proposed 
by the Senator from Rhode Island, in line 524, to strike out ‘‘ six,’’ be- 
fore ‘‘tenth,’’ and to insert ‘‘five,’’ making the rate “‘five-tenths of 1 
cent per pound.”’ 

I think there ought to be some to justice and propriety in fix- 
ing the standards of tariff on the different classes of metal. We have 
voted with a good deal of unanimity to-day to place on all steel scrap 
and all iron scrap that is not more than 2 feet long a duty of $6 per ton; 
and I suppose if it is 18 inches thick it would not make any difference 
so that it does not exceed 2 feet in length. It does not matter how 
fine it is or what the value of it is; we put it at $6 per ton. If that be 
a correct principle, then there is no reason why we should put the in- 
gots that are mentioned here which are worth only about three or four 
dollars a ton more, or even not $2. ton more than some of this scrap 
is, at a little over double the rate. Six-tenths of 1 cent, I believe, 
makes $13.44 per ton. We fix pig-iron at $6 ton, and steel scrap 
and wrought scrap at $6 per ton. en I think about $10 or $12 a ton 
is surely high enough for these ingots and for the class of steel that is 
mentioned in this particular paragraph. 

I therefore move as a substitute for the amendment offered by the 
Senator from Rhode Island to strike out ‘‘six’’ and insert ‘‘ five,’? mak- 
ing the duty five-tenths of 1 cent per pound. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Senator from Georgia moves to 
amend the paragraph proposed to be stricken out. 

The amendment will be read. 

The PRINCIPAL LEGISLATIVE CLERK. In line 524, after the word 
** process;’’ it is proposed to strike out ‘‘six-tenths’’ and insert “‘ five- 
tenths;’’ so as to read: 

Five-tenthsof 1 cent per pound. 


The PRESIDING OFFICER. The question is on agreeing to the 
amendment proposed by the Senator from Georgia. 








1883. 








Mr. ALLISON. I understood the Senator from Georgia to move to 
amend the amendment of the Senator from Rhode Island by striking 
out ‘‘six-tenths’’ and inserting ‘‘five-tenths’’ in his proposition. 

Mr. BROWN. No; I move to amend by striking out *‘six-tenths”’ 
in the text. I move it rather as asubstitute for the proposition of the 
Senator from Rhode Island. I care not in what shape we get at it so 
as to reach the point. Iam willing to wait until the amendment of 
the Senator from Rhode Island is voted on, and will give notice of my 
amendment. 

Mr. ALLISON. I am rather inclined to join the Senator from 
Georgia. I think perhaps we have made too great a distinction between 
pig-iron and the lower forms of Bessemer steel. 

Mr. CAMERON, of Pennsylvania. You can remedy that by raising 
the duty on pig-iron. 

Mr. ALLISON. We can remedy it in some way, and the Senator 
from Georgia suggests a very good way. I suggest that he move his 
amendment to the amendment of the Senator from Rhode Island. 

Mr. SHERMAN. I think that would be better. 

Mr. ALDRICH. I suggest that my amendment be voted on, and if 
it is adopted the Senator can move his amendment to that. 

Mr. SHERMAN. Would that be in order? 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Chair thinks not. 

Mr. SHERMAN. It will have to be moved now before the amend- 
ment of the Senator from Rhode Island is voted on. It would not be 
in order afterward. 

Mr. BROWN. I desire to offer the amendment now. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Does the Chair understand the Sen- 
ator from Georgia to move to amend the text or to move to amend the 
amendment of the Senator from Rhode Island ? 

Mr. BROWN. My proposition was to amend the text. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER, The Chairso understood the Senator 
from Georgia. 

Mr. BROWN. I did not notice carefully the proposition of the Sen- 
ator from Rhode Island. 

Mr. MORRILL. I think the Senator from Georgia will accomplish 
his purpose if he moves to amend the amendment of the Senator from 
Rhode Island. 

Mr. BROWN. 
be reported again. 

Mr. MORRILL. It includes the lower class articles. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The amendment of the Senator trom 
Rhode Island will be again read. 

The Principal Legislative Clerk read Mr. ALDRICH’s amendment. 

Mr. BROWN. I move to strike out ‘‘six-tenths’’ and to insert 
‘*five-tenths. ’’ 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Senator from Georgia now moves 
to amend the amendment of the Senator from Rhode Island by strik- 
ing out the word “‘six-tenths’’ where it first occurs and inserting 
“ five-tenths.’’ 

Mr. BROWN. And where the rate is 1.2 cents per pound I move 
to strike out ‘‘ two-tenths’’ and to leave it 1 cent. 

Mr. MORRILL. I ask for a division of the question. 

ThePRESIDINGOFFICER. A divisionis asked for. Thequestion 
will be taken first on the proposal of the amendment to strike out 
where it first occurs ‘‘ six-tenths’’ and insert ‘‘ five-tenths.’’ 

The amendment to the amendment was agreed to. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The question now is on agreeing to 
the second amendment of the Senator from Georgia, to strike out ‘‘ one 
and two-tenths’’ and to insert ‘‘one.’’ 

Mr. MORRILL. That I hope will not be adopted. 

Mr. ALDRICH. We fixed that rate very low. I think it is a little 
lower in proportion than the other, and I do not think the change 
ought to be made in that clause. 

Mr. BROWN. It is not as low in proportion as either pig-iron or 
scrap-iron of fhe character that I have so often described. Therefore I 
must insist on the amendment. 

Mr. ALDRICH. On steel worth 5 cents a pound the rate fixed by 
the schedule would be only 20 per cent., and I do not think the Senator 
desires or intends to fix as low a rate as that upon all forms of steel in- 
elu billets. I think he will see the injustice of that himself. 

Mr. BROWN. I see the injustice now as compared with pig-iron and 
wrought and steel scrap. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The question is on the amendment 
of the Senator from Georgia, to strike out of the amendment of the Sen- 
ator from Rhode Island ‘‘ two-tenths,’’ after the word ‘‘one,’’ in the 
second clause; so as to read if the amendment be agreed to: 

And not exceeding 5 cents per pound in value, 1 cent— 


Changing the word ‘‘cents’’ to ‘‘cent,’’ if the amendment be agreed 


Let the amendment of the Senator from Rhode Island 


per pound. 


Mr. ALLISON. Before the vote is taken, I should like to have the 
Senator from Georgia explain what the duty would be on a ton of stecl 


worth 5 cents a pound. 
Mr. BROWN. I doubt that many tons come in worth that. Five 
cents a pound is an enormous rate for steel. That certainly would not 


come in in any railroad form. 
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Mr. 


ALLISON. At 3 cents a pound the rate would be only 33) per 
cent. 


1 am not inclined to oppose the amendment of the Senator from 
Georgia, but [think it is too low compared with the remaining portions 
of the bill. 

Mr. BROWN. [do not think it is too low as compared with the 
portions I have already referred to that we have passed. 

Mr. ALDRICH. On the first clause, amended by the Senator 
irom Georgia, the rate on the highest price fixed at 2 cents a pound otf 
one-half cent is 25 percent. Of course that ad valorem rate would in 
crease as the price of steel went down. Now the Senator proposes on 
this grade to fix the very highest rate, 20 per cent., and to go down 
from that. Ofcourse I have no part in the contest which appears to be 
going on between the pig-iron men and the Bessemer-steel men, but I 
think that those of us who are not interested in either industry ought 
to try and see that no injustice is done to either by unduly reducing 
rates. 

Mr. BROWN. Awhile ago, when I was on the subject of pig-serap 
and wrought and steel scrap, the Senate was not able to see any differ 
ence, and thought it was proper to put them all at the same rate, at $6 
per ton. Ido not see now but what 30 per cent. on the higher classes 
of steel would be very fair and right. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The question is on agreeing to the 
amendment of the Senator from Georgia [Mr. Brown } to the amend 
ment of the Senator from Rhode Island [Mr. ALpRiIct ] 

Mr. ALDRICH. I ask for the yeas and nays. 

The yeas and nays were ordered; and the Principal Legislative Clerk 
called the name of Mr. ALDRICH, who answered. 

Mr. GEORGE (while the name of Mr. ALDRICH was being called 
I should like to have the amendment reported. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Senator from Mississippi ad 
dressed the Chair before the roll-call began, and the Chair will direct 
the amendment of the Senator from Georgia to be reported. 

The ACTING SECRETARY. After the word ‘‘ value,’’ in the last claus« 
of Mr. ALDRICH’s amendment, it is proposed to strike out ‘*1.2 cents,”’ 
and to insert **1 cent ;’’ so as to make the substitute proposed for th 
paragraph, from line 521 to line 524, inclusive, read as follows: 

Steel ingots, cogged ingots, blooms, billets, and slabs, made by the Bessemer, 
pneumatic, Thomas-Gilchrist, basic, Siemens-Martin, open-hearth, or by any 
other process except the crucible process, and not exceeding in value 2 cents per 
pound, five-tenths of l cent per pound; exceeding 2 cents and not exceeding 5 
cents per pound in value, | cent per pound; and all such steel exceeding in value 
5 cents per pound shell pay the rates of duty prescribed in this act for crucible 
cast-steel. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The pending question is on the amend 
ment to the amendment, to reduce the proposition of the Senator from 
Rhode Island by striking out ‘‘two-tenths’’ on a particular class. 

Mr. BECK. I ask the Senator from Rhode Island, as I am not pre- 
pared to answer it, what the committee fixed crucible steel at per ton? 

Mr. ALLISON. Crucible steel is 1} cents per pound upon all less 
than 5 cents:a pound in value. 

Mr. ALDRICH. Crucible steel now, as the Senator from lowa says, 
pays 1} cents on all below 5 cents in value. 

Mr. BECK. What is that in the bill of the committee ? 

Mr. ALDRICH. I have alluded to the bill of the committee. 

Mr. BECK. I was not able toanswer the question when it was asked 
me. 

Mr. FRYE. On the call one Senator answered to his name. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. But the Chair will state that before 
that Senator answered the Senator from Mississippi [Mr GrorGE | ad 
dressed the Chair, and the Chair, of course, was bound to recognize him, 
and that opened the debate. 

Mr. BROWN. I desire to say in this connection that the committee 
made none of these distinctions. They reported putting it as they put 
scrap-iron, without regard to the quality, at six-tenths of 1 cent per 
pound upon allofit. Wehave juststricken out six-tenths and inserted 
five-tenths on the lower classes. My proposition now is to increase on 
the other classes the report of the committee four-tenths of 1 cent per 
pound. I think it is a very liberal increase. 

Mr. BECK. I voted to fix a rate of five-tenths of 1 cent upon all the 
steel ingots, cogged ingots, blooms, billets, and slabs, no matter how 
made, not exceeding in value 2 cents per pound, because at present rates 
that varies from 35 to 40 per cent., and it struck me that was enough, 
but when you come to steel valued at over 2 cents a pound or $2 per 
ton and up to $5 per ton the rate now proposed of 1 cent a pound comes 
down to 20 per cent. for the highest class of it. While I want to en 
deavor to have a reasonably low tariff I do not see my way quite elear 
to vote 35 and 40 per cent. on the lower grades and then on steel worth 
5 cents a pound to bring it down to 20 per cent. That is one of the 


| reasons why I asked a little time until morning to compare this amend- 


| and say above 2 and under 4? 


ment and look at it and to see just how it would operate. 

Mr. SHERMAN. Would it be in order to reduce the classification 
Phat would make the avei 
the rate proposed on other forms of iron. 


Mr. BECK. 


ve rate about 


It is now a quarter past 5 o’elock, and perhaps there 
! i 


| is some executive business; Ido not know. I should like to have until 
to-morrow morning to look at the pending amendment, so as to make 
no mistake about it. Idonot care about makinga bungle here. Unless 


the Senator from Vermont objects, I will make a motion that the Sen 
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ate proceed to the consideration of executive business. I think we 
should save time by it. 

Mr. MORRILL. Oh, no. 

Mr. SHERMAN. If the Senator from Georgia—— 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Does the Senator from Kentucky 
move that the Senate proceed to the consideration of executive busi- 
ness? 

Mr. BECK. I withdraw the motion for a moment. 

Mr. SHERMAN. If the amendment of the Senator from Georgia is 
adopted, I would move to reduce the scale down to 4 cents, which would 
make an average duty of 40 per cent. 

Mr. ALDRICH. That would destroy the whole amendment. That 
would make steel worth between 4 and 5 cents pay a duty of 1} cents 
a pound, 

Mr. SHERMAN. That would be about the fair average, all above 
tat the grade of 1) cents. I think that would be right. 

Mr. ALDRICH, And steel not worth 5 cents would pay 2 cents. 

Mr. BECK. If the Senator from Vermont does not seriously object, 
I will meve to proceed to the consideration of executive business. I 
think we would save time by doing so. 

Mr. MORRILL. I will not object to the Senator making a proposi- 
tion to retain this item until to-morrow morning, with the proviso that 
we have already retained; but I want to proceed with the bill a little 
further than this to-night. 7 

Mr. BROWN. I object, then, to passing it over. 

Mr. BECK. Then I do not know how to vote. 

Mr. MORRILL. If there is no objection, let the clause be passed over. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Senatorfrom Vermontasks unani- 
mous consent to pass over the paragraph with the amendment under 
consideration until to-morrow. Is there objection ? 

Mr. BROWN. I object. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The question then is on agreeing to 
the amendment proposed by the Senator from Georgia to the amend- 
ment of the Senator from Rhode Island. 

Mr. BROWN. The Senator from Kentucky says he does not quite 
see his way clear to vote for 20 per cent. upon these finer gradesof steel. 
There is a good and substantial reason why the rates of tariff ought to 
be higher on the lower grades. All steel is made at last out of iron, and 
the labor and expense of making pig-iron is greatly in excess of the labor 
and expense of adding to the value of it every time it rolls through the 
mill, 

You take the pig-iron and it is full of cindersand of various impurities. 
You put it under the hammer or you put it (as it now is usually the 
case, for there is little hammering done) into a rolling-mill, which pud- 
dies it, which is a thing very easily done; you simply hit until it is a 
molten mass, It is taken out and rolled through certain rollers that 
are prepared for that purpose. Every time you roll it through it makes 
it that much better. The cinders and impurities are taken out by that 
process, and you may carry it on, rolling it through one time after 
another, until you increase it up to the highest point of value to which 
it can be carried, if it is a grade of iron from the ore; and there is 
nothing like the outlay of capital, there is nothing like the expense at- 
tending these later processes of refining it that there is in getting the 
ore and the pene and the lime and everything together that is nec- 
esssary to make the flux in the first instance and melt it out of theore. 

It is great injustice to those who produce in these primitive stages to 
put the per cent. of tariff as low there as you put it on the higher grades, 
where the price is increased so much more rapidly by the simple proc- 
ess of rolling it through the rollers. Therefore re, I take it if you put 
pig-iron at 33 per cent., which is about where you put it now, you should 
put these finer grades of steel at more than 20 per cent. I think that 
is intrinsically about right, when you consider the labor, the outlay, 
and all the ex attending the increase of quality. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The question is on agreeing to the 
amendment proposed by the Senator from Georgia to the amendment of 
the Senator from Rhode Island, on which the yeas and nays have been 
ordered. 

The Principal Legislative Clerk proceeded to call the roll. 

Mr. BARROW (when his name was called). I am paired with the 
Senator from New Hampshire [Mr. BLArr]. 

Mr. COCKRELL (when his name was called). I am paired with the 
Senator from Indiana [Mr. HARRISON], who is necessarily compelled 
to be absent for a short time; and not knowing how he would vote on 
this question, I will not vote. 

Mr. JONAS (when his name was called). 
ator from New Jersey [Mr. McPHERson]. 

Mr. ROLLINS (when Mr. MrrcHELL’s name was called). TheSen- 
ator from Pennsylvania [Mr. MrrcHEL1L] is paired with the Senator 
from Virginia [Mr. JonnsTon]. 

Mr. MORGAN (when his name was called). I am paired with the 
Senator from New York [Mr. LAPHAM J. 

Mr. ROLLINS (when Mr. SAUNDERS’s name was called). The Sen- 
ator from Nebraska [Mr. SAUNDERs] is paired with the Senator from 
Florida [Mr. JonEs]. 

The roll-call was concluded. 

Mr. DAVIS, of West Virginia. 1 wish to announce for the evening 
that I am paired with the Senator from Minnesota [Mr. WrnpoM]. 


I am paired with theSen- 











ee 


The result was announced—yeas 25, nays 22; as follows: 


YEAS—25. 
Bayard, Garland, Jackson, Vanee, 
Beck, George, Lamar Vest, 
Brown, Gorman, Mohene, Walker, 
Butler, Grover, Williams, 
Call, Hampton, Poniiston. 
Coke, EI Pugh, 
Farley, Ingalls Slater, 

NAYS—22. 
Aldrich, Davis of II1., Hoar, Morrill, 
Allison, Dawes, n, Platt, 
Anthony, Edmunds, McDill, Rollins, 
Cameron of Wis., Frye, MeMillan, Sewell. 
Chilcott, Hawley, Miller of Cal., 
Conger, Hill, Miller of N. Y., 

ABSENT—29. 

Barrow, Groome, ham, Sawyer, 
Blair Hale. McPherson, Sherman, 
Camden, Harrison, Mitchell, Van Wyck, 
Cameron of Pa., Johnston, Morgan, Voorhees, 
Cockrell, Jonas, Plumb, Windom. 
Davis 6f W. Va., Jones of Florida, Ransom, 
Fair, Jones of Nevada, Saulsbury, 
Ferry, Kellogg, Saunders, 


So the amendment to the amendment was agreed to. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The question recurs on the amend- 
ment of the Senator from Rhode Island [Mr. ALDRICH] as amended. 

The amendment as amended was agreed to. 

The item as amended was agreed to. 

The next item, lines 525 and 526, was read, as follows: 

Iron railway-bars weighing more than twenty-five pounds to the yard, seven- 
tenths of 1 cent per pound, 

Mr. BECK. That is the same, I believe, as in the present law. 

Mr. VANCE. In the present law it is seven-tenths of a cent a pound. 

Mr. BECK. I believe I have nothing to say about it. 

Mr. VANCE. As this is supposed to be a proceeding for the reduc- 
tion of the tariff, for a revision of it, I move, in line 526, to strike out 
‘*seven-tenths’’ and insert ‘‘five-tenths,’’ or one-half of 1 cent per 
pound for railway bars. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. 
North Carolina will be reported. 

The PRINCIPAL LEGISLATIVE CLERK. After the word “‘yard,’’ in 
line 526, it is proposed to strike out ‘‘seven-tenths’’ and toi insert ‘ five- 
tenths;’’ so as to read: 

Five-tenths of 1 cent per pound, 

Mr. VANCE. Mr. President, there is no more important matter to 
the people of this country than the reduction of the duties on iron and 
steel rails. It is a stepin the direction of cheap freights for the people, 
a subject that is assuming vast importance. In fact I might say that 
the extortion of railroad companies, the enormous freights exacted from 
the people by them, is quite equal to anything to which the people are 
subjected to sustain lame manu factories in this country. I ask the Sec- 
retary to read acalculation which I have taken from the American Pro- 
tectionist, showing the amount of money that has been expended in 
the past fifteen years in the purchase of railway bars. 

The PRESIDING OFFIC The Senator from North Carolina asks 
the favor of the Senate that an article on this subject shall be read. If 
there is no objection it will be read. 

The Acting Secretary read as follows: 

The opening of rails seem Riper atte of mile of track varies within very wide limits, 
it being, according to the Gazette, sixty-one and one-half short tons for 
pin hr to earns — cre ane roads; ninety-five tons may be ac- 

an diair average, and we o—— find the orem ont for new roads 


pet adding 20 per cent. to the annual increase of mileage re and multiply- 
ing it by Fad a -five thus obtained, eee reported the total appar- 


The amendment of the Senator from 


The figures 
ent consumption, will yield the quantities absorbed by renewals and repairs. 
] 
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Mr. VANCE. By exact calculation there have been used since 1867 
to the year 1882 inclusive 18,922,204 tons of iron and steel rails. Esti- 
mating one-half of them at least to be steel the duty on that one-half 
at $28 a ton, which the American people have paid, is $264,910,856. 
The duty on the other half of that gross amount, on the iron, estimating 
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it at $14 per ton, which is under the true duty, is $132,455,428. The 
total that the people have paid for these iron and steel rails in fifteen 

ears is $397,366,284. That is the duty or tax which has been paid 
on this article alone—twice the value of all the property of many of the 
States of the South subject to taxation. 

During the last year there were imported 193,588 tons of steel rails, 
and the domestic consumption was 2,081,412, on allof which the duty 
imposed was paid, as well on the domestic as on the foreign. 

Now, sir, there can be nothing more important, and if we are going 
to make a reduction in the tariif at all let us make it on this class of 
articles used so greatly in the interest of the people and in the direc- 
tion of decrease of freight charges for the people. 

On looking closer at the preceding and at the succeeding paragraphs 
I propose to modify my amendment by sayingsix-tenths instead of tive- 
tenths on iron railway bars—six-tenths of 1 cent per pound; and in the 
next paragraph there might be some propriety in making a reduction 
to seven-tenths of 1 cent a pound. 

Mr. MAXEY. [ask the Senator from North Carolina if he is pre- 
pared to say what is the percentage of iron rails as compared with steel 
rails at this time? 

Mr. VANCE. About four to one, I understand. 

Mr. MAXEY. You will find, inmy judgment, avery small percent- 
age of new roads in the United States laid down with gop; and what 
will most benefit the people will be the reduction of duty on steel rails. 
In my own State, where they are laying down as much railroad as per- 
haps in any State in the Union, they are laying down steel rails. 

Mr. VANCE. Isuppose the proportion isabout four or five to one, now. 

Mr. MAXEY. At least that, 1 think. 

Mr. VANCE. But at the same time there is a considerable amount 


of iron rails used. All the poorer railroads that are trying to get started | 


are compelled to resort to the cheapest material, hoping to be able to 
lay steel rails in the course of time as they shall increase in prosperity. 
There are railroads in my country, especially those running into the 
mountains for the ores, those running into the swamps for timber, and 
so on, that use iron rails. 

The paragraph relating to the duty on steel ingots I propose to put 
at five-tenths of 1 cent per pound, and the paragraph concerning iron 
railway bars at six-tenths of 1 cent per pound, and the paragraph re- 
lating to the duty on steel railway bars at seven-tenths of 1 cent per 
pound. 

It seems to me that would be proper; and I suppose as we progress 
in the character of the manufactured article the amount of labor is 
greater and therefore the amount of duties should be greater. If my 
recollection serves me right this would be a corresponding proportion 
to the reduction which has been made on pig-iron. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The question is on the amendment 
of the Senator from North Carolina as modified, to make line 526 read 
“*six-tenths. ’’ 

Mr. VANCE. Thatis theamendment. Iask for the yeas and nays. 

The yeas and nays were ordered, and the Principal Legislative Clerk 
proceeded to call the roll. is 

Mr. COCKRELL (when his name was called). Iam paired for the 
ba sg Brg the Senator from Indiana [Mr. Harrison]. 

Mr. ROLLINS (when Mr. MitcHELL’s name was called). The Sen- 
ator from Pennsylvania [Mr. MITCHELL] is paired with the Senator 
from Virginia [Mr. JoHNsToN]. 

Mr. MORGAN (when his name was called). I-am paired with the 


- Senator from New York (Mr. LAPHAM]. 


Mr. ROLLINS (when Mr. SAUNDERS’s name was called). The Sen- 
ator from Nebraska [Mr. SAUNDERs] is paired with the Senator from 
Florida [Mr. JonEs]. 

Mr. SAWYER (when his name was called). I am paired with the 
Senator from North Carolina [Mr. RANsoM]. If he were here, I should 
vote ‘‘nay.’’ 

The roll-ca]] having been concluded, the result was announced—yeas 
22, nays 26; as follows: 


YEAS—22. 
Bayard, Garland, Lamar, Vance, 
Beck, George, McDill, Vest, 
Butler, Groome, Maxey, Walker, 
Hampton, Pendleton, Williams. 
Coke, Harris, Pugh, 
Farley, Jackson, Slater. 
NAYS—26. 
Aldrich, Conger, Hill, Morrill, 
Allison, Davis of Il., Hoar, Platt, 
<—v. pees, Kellogg, pean, 
munds, on Sewell, 
Cameron of Pa., Frye, MeMilian, Sherman. 


Miller of Cal., 
Miller of N. Y., 


ABSENT—23. 


Cameron of Wis., Hale, 
Chilcott, Hawley, 


Barrow, Gorman, Jones of Nevada, Ransom, 
Blair Grover, Lapham, Saulsbury, 
. Harrison, MePherson, Saunders, 
Cockrell, Ingalls, Mahone, Sawyer, 
Davisof W.Va., Jo n, Mitchell, Van Wyck, 
Fair, Jonas, Morgan, Voorhees, 
Ferry, Jones of Florida, Plumb, Windom. 


So the amendment was rejected. 
The item was agreed to. 





The Acting Secretary read lines 527 to 529, as follows: 

Steel railway bars and railway bars made in partof steel, weighing more than 
| twenty-five pounds to the yard, eight-tenths of 1 cent per pound. 
| Mr. VANCE. I move to strike out at the end of line 528 and the 
| beginning of line 529 ‘ eight-tenths”’ and insert ‘‘seven-tenths.”’ 

The Bessemer Steel Company—which name I mention with much 
| fear and trembling, because it generally excites a little trouble—has 
made enough money out of the people of these United States. It is ad 
mitted on all hands that they have made more money than any manu- 
facturing monopoly that has ever been in the United States. Its stock 
is worth many hundred per cent. It has been protected, in addition 
to the duty, by a patent also, and the duty that is now recommended 
by the committee, $17.96 per ton, is almost 100 per cent. and is still 
prohibitory. 

| It is in evidence here in this discussion that the price of steel rails laid 
| down in New York is about $38 per ton. What is the use of keeping 
| the duty up tothe present rate? None of it comes in scarcely. ‘There 
were only 193,000 tons brought in last year, and therefore it yields no 
revenue scarcely; and surely it can not be said that it is necessary to 
protect this iniant industry—an institution that is more prosperous 
than any other, I suppose, engaged in manufacturing that has ever 
existed in the United States. 

Mr. MORRILL. The Senator from North Carolina surely wishes to 
be accurate in his statements, but so far from being so he has very much 
| understated the amount of steel railway bars that were imported last 
| year. 
| Mr. VANCE. I shall be corrected by the Senator from Vermont 
| Mr. MORRILL. The amount imported to the end of the year June 
30, 1882, was 433,562,753 pounds. 

Mr. VANCE. How many tons was that? 

Mr. MORRILL. Amounting to $6,588,183.42 in value. 

Mr. VANCE. Reduce that to tons now and let us see how accurate 
Tam. I stated it at 193,000 and odd tons. 

Mr. MORRILL. I did not understand the Senator. 

Mr. VANCE. Then there is an apology due to somebody. [Laugh 
ter.] As I was proceeding to say, we get no revenue from it, and 
surely we do not need to protect this institution any more. I want to 
offer the testimony of Mr. Oliver, one of the tariff commissioners, on 
this subject, which will be found on page 1085 
tion put to the witness Hewitt, he said: 

Mr. Ourver. And the concerns that have been using this iron ore on which 
there isa duty are the large Bessemer-steel concerns of the seaboard; is not that 
80? 

Mr. Hewitt. Yes, I suppose so. I believe it has gone mainly to Bethlehem, 
Cambria, and some to Pittsburgh; I do not know whether any has gone to 
Cleveland or Chicago; I think not. 

Commissioner OLIVER. Steel rails have been exceptional, and the profits enor 
mous beyond that of any other manufactured article in this country ? 

. Mr. Hewitt. I havemever known of any such profits in connection with any 
business with which I have had anything to do. 

Now, sir, in view of the fact that the railroads of this country are 
imposing enormous rates upon the people, charges that are not limited 
by any responsibility to the people according to our theory of govern- 
ment, independent of Congresses and of Legislatures and of courts and 
every body else, and the excuse in part made for these enormous charges 








In answer to a ques 


these steel rails under the power which constitutes them a monopoly, 
I want to see American Senators stand square upand say that they want 
to continue this monopoly in favor of the manufacturers, and that they 
want to aid in continuing the extraordinary charges of the railroad com- 
panies upon the people in the shape of freights; and then I want tosee 
what will become of the ery of ‘‘ American labor,’’ ‘‘ protection to the 
American laborer,’’ and all the rest of it! 

This company has been protected 100 per cent. This company has 
made the most enormous profits ever made by any manufacturing in- 
stitution in this country. I want to see if they have paid the most 
enormous wages that have been paid by any manufacturing establish- 
ment in this country. I want to see if the railroad companies who use 
our iron and charge these freights pay the most enormous wages to 
their employés that have ever been paid in this country. 

I want to see, in other words, if the American Congress will continue 
this monoply and this extortion and exaction upon the people of these 
United States without any excuse upon earth of necessity or of protec- 
tion or of fostering infant industries or of protecting labor. I want to 
see if that can be done. 

Mr. MORRILL. The great profit that has been made by these com- 
panies has been in consequence of patents on the Bessemer process. 
These patents, I understand, have mainly expired. The price of steel 
rails has gone down, as the Senator from North Carolina states, to $38.50 
per ton. Several of these establishments are already stopped, and can 
not go on in their manufacture on account of the home competition as 
well as the foreign; but last year we did obtain $5,419,534.44 of rev- 
enue from this source. Unquestionably if the railroad building should 
be as prosperous for the coming year as it has been in some years there 
would be a considerable amount of this railroad steel imported. The 
present rate of duty is 1} cents a pound. It is proposed to reduce it 
| down to eight-tenths of l cent. I think that that reduction is suffi 
} cient. 





is the great price they have to pay for steel-rails—in consideration of 
all these facts, and the wondrous profits made by the manufacturers of 
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Mr. BROWN. 1 did not understand whether my friend from North 
Carolina made a proposition to amend or not. 

Mr. VANCE. Yes, sir; to insert seven-tenths of 1 cent per pound 
instead of eight-tenths. 

Mr. BROWN. That would be $16.68 per ton. 
making it $16 a ton. 

Mr. MAXEY. Fifteen dollars and sixty-eight cents. 

Mr. BROWN. Yes, $15.68. There is so little difference between 
that and my proposition that I do not care to press it. 

Mr. BECK. I shall vote for the amendment of the Senator from 
North Carolina, for the reasons stated by him and one or two others 
that I wish to point out. The commission in their report say: 

No line of demarkation between iron or steel is now fixed by law. 


They go on to show that they are almost substantially the same in 
every regard. The commission recommend: 

That the rates on iron and steel be in the main concurrent—that is to say, so 
that the rates on manufactures of common Bessemer steel shall be the same as 
those on similar articles when made of iron. 

Further on they announce: 


Steel railway bars are fast taking the place of iron railway bars, and the man- 
ufacture of the latter will probably cease in the near future. Makers of iron 
bars in this country are struggling against the inevitable, with the superior 
ag and longer life of the better article fast crowding them out of the mar- 
ket. The importations of new iron rails for the years 1880 and 1881 were in ex- 
cess of the amount of new iron rails (not taking into account the rerolling of 
old rails) produced in the United States. The commission, therefore, does not 
deem it wise to hasten the end of a dying industry by recommending a reduc- 
tion of the present duty on iron rails. 


The proposition of the Senator from North Carolina is to place the 
Bessemer-steel railway bars precisely at the same rate at which Con- 
gress has now placed the iron railway bars. The commission agree 
that there is no difference in the value and no difference in the classifi- 
cation, and that the one costs about as much to make as the other. 

Mr. MAXEY. [ask the Senator from Kentucky if he can state the 
present cost of reducing a ton of iron to a ton of Bessemer steel ? 

Mr. BECK. I can not, but I have heard it stated time and again. 

Mr. MAXEY. The Senator will see at six-tenths of 1 cent a pound 
the duty on the iron amounts to $13.44, and put at the highest for the 
steel it is $16.58. Two dollars and fourteen cents is the difference. 
Therefore six-tenths of a cent on the iron and seven-tenths on the steel 
is about in the exact ratio of what it ought to be. 

Mr. BECK. Fifteen dollars and sixty-eight cents a ton, or seven- 
tenths of a cent per pound on the whole is a fair rate, is it not? 

Mr. MAXEY. I suggest that $15.68 is perfectly fair for the steel. I 
think $17.92 is just on the verge, as Mr. Oliver said, of prohibition, which 
I am opposed to. Fifteen dollars and sixty-eight cents I think is fair 
for the steel, and $13.44 for the iron is certainly fair if the other is fair 
for the steel. 

Mr. BECK. If the Senator from Texas will allow me, corroborating 
what he said just now, let me refer to what Mr. Oliver said when he 
appeared before the committee. He used this language in answer toa 
question: 

One of the greatest items of revenue in iron and steel last year, for instance, 
next to pig-iron, was steel rails. At the present rate of £28 a ton this year there 
will not be a steel rail come into the United States, 

Senator Beck. Why not? 

Mr. Oniver. The duty is prohibitory, They are only worth $38 to M0 per 
ton, and how can you import them? It wo only leave $12 as cost in Bn 
gland, At $17.92 duty the rails used in Oregon, California, and the Gulf States 
will come from abroad, because freights are lower at times from Liverpool to 


San Francisco than they are from New York to San Francisco ; sometimes they 
are not more than half as high. 


The meaning of that, as I understand, is that with the exception of 
those points in the United States where rails can be obtained from En- 


gland, because at times freights are exceptionally low, at $17.92 the duty 
would be virtually prohibitory. 


I move toamend by 


Mr. MAXEY. Iso understand that. I think that is the meaning 
of it. 
Mr. BECK. At $15.68 per ton or seven-tenths of a cent per pound, 


placing it at the’ same rate as iron railway-bars which have not been 


reduced, and which the commission say cost as much as Bessemer-steel 
wre Mc it seems to me that we are doing fair justice by that Class 
of men. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The question is on the amendment 
proposed by the Senator from North Carolina [Mr. VANCE]. 

Mr. MORRILL. I call for the yeas and nays. 

The yeas and nays were atone’ | and the Principal Legislative Clerk 
proceeded to call the roll. 

Mr. DAVIS, of West Virginia (when his name was called). I am 
tired with the Senator from Minnesota [Mr. WinpoM], but my col- 
eague [Mr, CAMDEN] has gone home and I have t erred the pair 

to him. I vote “‘yea.” 

Mr. FARLEY (when his name was called). I am paired with my 
colleague [Mr. MULLER, of California]. If he were here, I should vote 
““ yea. ” 

Mr. ROLLINS (when Mr. MIrcHELL’s name was called). The Sen- 
ator from Pennsylvania [Mr. MITCHELL] is paired with the Senator 
from Virginia [Mr. Jounston]. 

Mr. ROLLINS (when Mr. SAUNDERS’s name was called). 





The Sen- | Ea 


ator from Nebraska [Mr. SAUNDERS] is paired with the Senator from 
Florida (Mr. Jones}. 

The roll-call was concluded. 

Mr. ROLLINS. The Senator from Michigan [Mr. FERRY] is paired 
with the Senator from Delaware [Mr. SAULSBURY]. The Senator from 
Wisconsin [Mr. SAWYER] is paired with the Senator from North Caro- 
lina [Mr. RANsom]. 

Mr. BLAIR. I am paired with the Senator from Georgia [Mr. Bar- 
Row]. 

Me McDILL (after having voted in the negative). I had a pair 
with the Senator from Oregon [Mr. GROVER]. I understand he holds 
it to continue during this day. I therefore withdraw my vote. 

The result was announced—yeas 25, nays 21; as follows: 


YEAS—25. 
Bayard, Edmunds, Ingalls, Vance, 
Beck, Garland, Jackson, Vest, 
Brown, George, Lamar, Walker, 
Butler, Gorman, Maxey, Williams. 
1, Groome, Pendleton, 
Coke, Hampton, Pugh, 
Davis of W. Va., Harris, Slater, 
NAYS—21. 
Aldrich, Conger, Hoar, Ro 
Allison, Dawes, i Sewell, 
Anthony, Frye, MeMi Sherman. 
Cameron of Pa, Hale Miller of N. Y., 
Cameron of Wis., Hawiey, Morrill, 
Chilcott, Hill, Piatt, 
ABSENT—90. 
Barrow, Grover, MeDill, Saulsbury, 
Harrison, McPherson, Saunders, 
Camden, Johnston, Mahone Sawyer, 
Cockrell, Jonas, Miller of Cal., Van Wyck, 
Davis of I1., Jones of Florida, Mitchell, Voorhees, 
r, Jones of Nevada, Morgan, Windom. 
Farley, Kellogg, Plumb, 
Ferry, Lapham, Ransom, 


So the amendment was agreed to. 

Mr. MORRILL. I move that the Senate do now adjourn. 

The motion was agreed to; and (at 6 o’clock and 1 minute p. m.) 
the Senate adjourned. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
WEDNESDAY, January 24, 1883. 


The House met at 11 0’clock a. m. Prayer by the Chaplain, Rev. I’. 
D. POWER. 


The Journal of yesterday’s proceedings was read and approved. 
REPORT OF SMITHSONIAN INSTITUTION. 
Mr, DEERING, by unanimous consent, submitted the following con- 
current resolution; which was referred to the Committee on Printing: 
Resolved by the House of Representatives (the Segsiomncursing, That 15,560 copies 
of the report of the Smithsonian Lustitution for the year 1882 be printed, 2,500 
copies of which shall be for the use of the Senate, 6,060 copies for use of the 


— of Representatives, and 7,000 copies for the use of the Smithsonian Insti- 
tution. 


THE LATE HON. WILLIAM M. LOWE. 
Mr. OATES submitted the following resolution; which was read, 
considered, and adopted: 
solved, That em NE ny J 3, at 3 o'clock p. fixed as the time 


Re: m., be 
for delivering app tes to the memory of the late Hon. William M. 
Lowe, a Representative from the State of Alabama. 


ORDER OF BUSINESS. 


Mr. HISCOCK. I call for the regular order. 

Mr. HARRIS, of Massachusetts. I ask the gentleman from New 
York to allow me to have a bill referred. 

Mr. HISCOCK. I must insist on the regular order. 

Mr. ROBESON. I move to dispense with the morning hour for the 
call of committees for reports. 

The motion was agreed to (two-thirds voting in favor thereof). 

Mr. ROBESON. 1 move that the House resolve itself into Commit- 
tee of the Whole House on the state of the Union for the pu of 
proceeding with the consideration of the naval appropriation bill. 

The motion was agreed to. 

The House accordingly resolved itself into Committee of the Whole 
House on the state of the oe. PAGE in the chair, and resumed 
the consideration of the bill (H. R. 7314) making appropriations for the 
naval service for the fiscal year ending June 30, 1884, and for other pur- 
poses. 

NAVAL APPROPRIATION BILL. 

The CHAIRMAN. The House is now in Committee of the Whole 
for the purpose of further considering the naval appropriation bill. 

The Clerk read the following paragraph: 

BUREAU OF CONSTRUCTION AND REPAIR. 


For preservation and completion of vessels on the ‘stocks and in ordinary ; 
rchase of materials and stores of all kinds; labor in navy-yards and on foreign 


stations; preservation of materials; purchase of tools; wear, tear, and repair of 
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vessels afloat, and for general care, increase, and protection of the Navy in the 
line of construction and repair, and incidental ex namely, advertising 


d foreign postage, $1,000,000: Provided, That no part of this sum shall be a 
plied to rs of any wooien ship when the estimated cost of such repaire 
shall exceed cent. of the estimated cost of a new ship of the same size and 
like further, That nothing herein contained shall deprive the 


of the Navy of the authority to order repairs of ships damaged in for- 
eign waters or on the high seas, so far as may be necessary to bring them home. 

Mr. BLOUNT. I desire to raise a question of order on the proviso 
beginning on line 324 and ending with line 328, as follows: 

i s 1 i he iro vw 
aieeee Ee catsdesed cust of ont vapate tail ensved Wiper cous of the cot 
mated cost of a new ship of the same size and like material. 

That provision, Mr. Chairman, changes existing law by taking from 
the Secretary of the Navy, or rather from the President of the United 
States, the control he has now under the law of the appropriations for 
the Navy Department. Ihave one of the sections of the Revised Statutes 
to which I refer before me. It provides as follows: 

The Secretary of the Navy shall execute such orders as he shall receive from 
the President relative to the rement of naval stores and materials and the 
construction, armament, equipment, and employment of vessels of war, as well 
as all other matters connected with the naval establishment. 

The CHAIRMAN. What section is the gentleman reading from ? 

Mr. BLOUNT. Section 417 of the Revised Statutes. I refer also 
to the general provision giving to the Secretary of the Navy discretion 
as to the use of the funds appropriated for the Bureau of Construction 
and <_< Without this proviso it would be subject to his discre- 
tion. This proviso is a repeal of that law as to this appropriation. I 
raise the question of order in this form, Mr. Chairman, because I am op- 
posed to the proposition on its merits, and I trust that this will be the 
shortest way of disposing of it. 

Mr. WHITTHORNE. I differ with my “friend from Georgia [Mr. 
BLoUNT] in that I regard this provision as economic in its tendency and 
effect. If I remember correctly it is precisely the same provision that 
was made in the last act. 

Mr. BLOUNT. That is true. 

Mr. WHITTHORNE. And the reasons then operating upon the mind 
of the House, as I take it, were that under the general law there was a 
liability to expend too much in the attempt to repair a large number 
of wooden vessels, the character and efficiency of which, not only in the 
Navy of the United States but in the navies of the world, were going 
under par, so to speak, unless some restraint was put upon this discre- 
tion of the Secretary of the Navy, or, if you choose, of the President of 
the United States, who in that regard of course for his information and 
his action would rely upon the reports first of the Secretary of the Navy, 
and the Secretary of the Navy upon the reports of his subordinate chiefs 
of bureau. In practice it has been seen that under this unlimited dis- 
cretion and upon thedemands of parties interested a tendency to improve 
the character of vessels, without regard to cost or expense, has grown 
up in the Navy, and this check was applied by the Appropriations Com- 
mittee at the last session of Congress with a view to economy and re- 
form in that direction. I believe myself it is a very wholesome check, 


and a check which the legislative power ought to put upon the discre- | 


tion of the executive department of the Government. 

Mr. HISCOCK. DoIunderstand that there is a point of order pending? 

The CHAIRMAN. The gentleman from Georgia [Mr. BLouNT] 
makes the point of order against the proviso, commencing with line 324 
and ending with line 328. 

Mr. HISCOCK. All the suggestion I desire to make in answer to 
the point of order is this: That it has always been the practice in an 
appropriation bill toindicate the ships the work upon which the money 
shall be expended. We would have a right, I believe, under existing 
law to appropriate this sum of money to any one vessel, calling it by 
name—to any one work, calling it by name. Instead of calling the 
work by name we have indicated it by a class. 

Mr. BLOUNT. My friend from Tennessee [Mr. WHITrHoRNE], in 
reply to my point of order, says that he thinks the effect of this provis- 
ion will be to restrain the Secretary of the Navy, who might possibly 
abuse the discretion in the repairing of vessels by repairing those which 
ought not to be repaired. That opens a very wide field of discussion, 
not at all presented by Rule X XI or by this proviso. I do not propose, 
therefore, to go into that matter. 

The gentleman from New York [Mr. Hiscock] says that the Com- 
mittee on Appropriations has the right to direct where this fund shall 
g0, how it shall be utilized; to make an appropriation and direct the 
manner of its use. Now, that is a mere assertion, a mere statement; 
I know of no authority for it. On the contrary, the general law pre- 
scribes the control and direction of this fund for the repairs of ships to 
be made by a special bureau. It is not in the province of this House 
to undertake to direct the manner of using this fund. It may appro- 
priate, as it has done, from time to time, money for the use of these 
several bureaus; but it has never yet been questioned that the power 
lay in the heads of the Departments to direct the use of the funds. Sec- 
tion 417 of the Revised Statutes contains a special provision recogniz- 
ing the power of the President to direct the use of this fund. If so, 
then I ask if aspeeial direction given in this appropriation bill does not 
to that extent abate the power of the President under section 417 of 
the Revised Statutes? 


Mr. ROBESON. Mr. Chairman—— 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair will say to the gentleman from New 
Jersey [Mr. Ropeson] that he is ready to decide the point of order, 
and has no wish to hear further argument upon it. 

Mr. ROBESON. Very well. 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair is familiar with the section of the Re 
vised Statutes referred to by the gentleman from Georgia [Mr. BLouNrT]. 
Under that section this Congress may or may not appropriate money for 
the building of ships, as it may please. But it has been the uniform 
practice, so far as the Chair knows, with the Committee on Appropria- 
tions, when reporting appropriations for the building or repairs of ships, 
to direct the manner in which the money shall be expended. In the 
appropriation bill passed last year there is the seme provision which is 
contained in this bill, as follows: 

Provided, That no part of this sum shall be applied to the repairs of any wooden 
ship when the estimated cost of such repairs shall exceed 30 per cent. of the es- 
timated cost of a new ship of the same size and like materia! 

Mr. BLOUNT. Certainly, if the Chair will allow me a moment: 
and that is the only appropriation bill in which such a provision can be 
found that I know of, and I donot remember thatany point of order was 
made upon it. 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair desires to say that the uniform prae 
tice, so far as he is aware, has always been for the committee reporting 
an appropriation for the construction of a building or a ship or any 
thing else to determine what kind of ship, building, &c., shall be con 
structed, whether of iron, wood, &. The Chair overrules the point of 
order. 

Mr. ROBINSON, of Massachusetts. 1 move to strike out the last 
word, for the purpose of making an inquiry of the gentleman from New 
Jersey [Mr. ROBESON] in regard to the provision just under considera- 
tion. 1 perceive that the limit affixed to the expenditure of this 
$1,000,000 is 30 per cent. of the estimated cost of a new ship. 

Now, by referring to the opposite page of the bill gentlemen will 
find a provision in regard to machinery and boilers, containing a limi 
tation also of 30 per cent. Now, what I want to know is whether the 
30 per cent. of the cost of machinery and boilers constitutes a part of 
the 30 per cent. of the whole cost of the shipping in the clause unde1 
consideration ? 

Mr. ROBESON. No, because the one is an appropriation for the 

sureau of Construction and Repair, and the other an appropriation for the 
Bureau of Steam Engineering; the hull of the ship being built by one 
bureau and the machinery by the other. It has been understood, in 
practice under the bill of last year, which contained the same provis 
ion as this bill does, that each stood on its own footing. 

Mr. ROBINSON, of Massachusetts. I think that may be so as re 
gards the practice of construing this provision: but the language might 
lead to some doubt. It is: 


| 
| 
| 
| 


That no part of this sum shall be applied to the repairs of any wooden ship 
when the estimated cost of such repairs shall exceed 30 per cent. of the estimated 
cost of a new ship of the same size and material 

Such repairs would include the repairof machinery and boilers as well. 

Mr. ROBESON. The general phraseology might seem to indicate 
that, but the practice is different. 

Mr. ROBINSON, of Massachusetts. 
simply inquired for information. 
ment. 

Mr. ATKINS. Imovetostrikeout thelast word. It will beobserved 
by the Committee of the Whole that only a million of dollars is pro 
posed to be appropriated by this bill for the Bureau of Construction and 
Repair. This paragraph contains a proviso in relation to the repair of 
ships, that such repair shall not exceed 30 percent. of the estimated cost 
of a new ship, ete. 

There was appropriated for this purpose for the present fiscal year the 
sum of $1,750,000. The expenditures for the year 1882 were $1,341,349. 
Now, I will ask the gentleman having charge of this bill if he thinks 
that the appropriation of $1,000,000 will be sufficient to repair any of 
these ships, outside of the current expenditures and the current work 
generally performed by the Bureau of Construction and Repair? 

The appropriation of last year was almost 100 per cent., 75 per cent. 
greater than the proposed appropriation for the next fiseal year. Iam 
not complaining of it at all; but I ask the gentleman if he thinks there 
is really any necessity for this proviso;, if there is really any necessity 
to insert in this bill the language to which the gentleman from Georgia 
[Mr. BLountT] objected and upon which he made his point of order? 
Does the gentleman believe that out of this million of dollars there will 
be any of these ships repaired at all? Will it not be all taken up, as 
it ordinarily is 

Mr. ROBESON. 

Mr. ATKINS. 


I do not offer any objection; I 
I withdraw the pro forma amend- 





In turning around. 
Yes, in ‘‘ turning around,’’ as the gentleman says. 
Mr. ROBESON. I understand what the gentleman means. 
Mr. ATKINS. It is very evident that my friend is on a different 
line now from what he was a year ago. A year ago he was for swelling 


these appropriations; he was for a large appropriation for this bureau. 
And even now my honorable friend incorporates in this bill a proposi- 
tion to complete the machinery and engines of one of these renowned 
| monitors. 
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Of course the work upon it has to be done in the Bureau of Construc- 
tion and Repair, yet the appropriation is cut down 75 per cent. below 
what it was a year ago, although this additional work is proposed to be 
done, and this 30 per cent. proviso is also retained. Itseems to me there 
is a strange incongruity in these matters taken in connection with the 
appropriation of last year and the expenditure of the year before, which 
I have already referred to. , 

Mr. ROBESON. The bill as reported last year provided for expend- 
ing under the Bureau of Construction and Repair, I believe, $2,250,000. 
Everything was included which could come under the direction of that 
bureau. In the preparation of this bill we have adopted adifferent plan. 
We appropriate first to the Bureau of Construction and Repair a million 
dollars for the purpose of carrying on the ordinary work of repairing and 
keeping up the Navy asitis. Then we have putin aseparate paragraph, 
so that members of the House might understand exactly what they are 
doing, a provision appropriating other moneys under the head of the 
‘‘increase of the Navy,’ to be expended by the Secretary of the Navy 
through the appropriate bureaus. 

Now, this appropriation of $1,000,000, as I have said, is for the pur- 
pose of carrying on the ordinary service of the Bureau of Construction 
and Repair at the various navy-yards—keeping up of the fleet as it now 
stands. Inthe paragraph following, under the head of ‘‘ Increase of the 
Navy,’ the appropriation for the Bureau of Construction and Repair is 
confined directly to the substantial and permanent increase of the Navy. 
In this bill we propose to avoid a result which sometimes happens when 
we make a large appropriation for the expenditures of a certain bureau 
including a specific object which we desire to have appropriated, and 
when the year is gone tind that the money appropriated without restric- 
tion has been expended in other things, while the particular object we had 
in view has not been attained. Therefore we propose toappropriate this 
sum of $1,000,000 to the Bureau of Construction and Repair for the gen- 
eral purposes of keeping up the fleet as it now is, without attempting in 
that appropriation any increase in the strength of the Navy and without 
encouraging the building ofany new ships. Thenin another paragraph, 
under the recommendation of the Naval Committee, we appropriate what 
we think right or what this bill will stand for the permanent increase 
of the Navy, appropriating for the iron ships already authorized, fortwo 
steel ships already authorized, for two new steel ships ofsmaller tonnage, 
and for a dispatch boat. 

I say, therefore, to my friend from Tennessee that I believe this appro- 
priation of $1,000,000 will be sufficient for the ordinary purposes of 
keeping up such of the navy-yards as ought to be kept going and main- 
taining the ordinary repairs of the service. 

The CHAIRMAN. ‘The question is on the pro forma amendment of 
the gentleman from Tennessee [Mr. ATKINS]. 

Mr. ATKINS. I withdraw it. 

Mr. BLOUNT. Irenewit. Mr. Chairman, it seems to me there is 
a good deal in the suggestion of my friend from Tennessee. I have here 
a letter from the Secretary of the Navy addressed to the gentleman from 
Tennessee, and dated January 20, 1883, in which the Secretary declares 
that the sum appropriated for the Bureau of Construction and Repair 
for the present fiscal year has been entirely exhausted in the ordinary 
repair of vessels, and this has occurred under the 30 per cent. restric- 
tion, which it is claimed has answered a most excellent purpose. 
find also by this letter (which I incorporate as a part of my remarks) 
that the fund appropriated for the Bureau of Steam-Engineering has 
been expended in this ordinary work under this limitation: 

Navy DEPARTMENT, Washington, January 20, 1883. 


Sir: I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your telegram of the 18th 
instant, asking what balances of the appropriations for the Bureaus of Construc- 
tion and Repair and Steam-Engineering for the current fiscal year will be avail- 
able, to be applied as provided in lines 39 to 400 of the naval appropriation bill 
reported on the 16th instant. 


laving called on the chiefs of these bureaus for an estimate of the balances 


that will be on hand available for the purpose proposed, their respective replies 
are as follows: 


“The Bureau of Construction and Repair will have no money left from its ap- 


propriations for this fiscal year. 

“T. D. WILSON, Chief of Bureau.”’ 

‘In view of the contingencies that may arise from foreign yom an 

age of inery, &c., it is impossible to say what, if any, balance of this cur- 
rent appropriation for steam-machinery would be available for new vessels; but 
with the present force rr me at navy- and the work in hand, it is not 
- - | that any conside e balance will remain unexpended at the close of 
th year. 

“W. A. SHOOK, Chief of Bureau.” 


Very respectfully, &c., . 
ee WM. E. CHANDLER, 
Seerceta 


ry of the Navy. 
Hon, J. D. C, ATKINS, 


Committee on Appropriations, House of Representatives. 

In addition to the appropriation of last year in the appropri- 
ation bill, the Committee on Appropriations reported a bill, which be- 
came a law on the 2d of August, corns an additional sum of 
$75,000 for these ordinary the Bureau of Construction and 
Repair. It is quite evident what the gentleman from New Jersey 
sought to have done last winter, and which to have proved use- 
= he does aye ew at all useful now. ee ana tony Sat 
1¢ proposes to build other crui because up an entirely 
different question—the qnenion whales those risa should be built 
atall; if they should be, the vessels already constructed and now in the 


various squadrons are left without the ordinary fund for their repairs. 
I have no desire to appropriate a single dollar unnecessarily; but I am 
apprehensive that the gentleman has — too low in this appropriation. 

Mr. HARRIS, of Massachusetts. Formerly the appropriations for 
construction and repair were made in one lump. If the amounts ap- 
propriated for these purposes in this bill were, as usual, put in one mass, 
the appropriation would be, I believe, $2,750,000. 

Mr. BLOUNT. I ask the gentleman, in reference to this proposition 
to increase the Navy under the Bureau of Construction and Repair, 
whether it is not unusual and exceptional to build up a navy in this 
way, and whether it has not been practicable for the Naval Committee 
to come forward with their separate bill for this p ? 

Mr. HARRIS, of Massachusetts. What is sought to be accomplished 
here, Mr. Chairman, is, I apprehend, that the appropriation made for the 
new navy shall not be expended on the old navy—no portion of it. That 
provision not to expend over 30 per cent. on an old wooden vessel comes 
from the Committee on Naval Affairs in a former Co The prac- 
tice we sought to avoid was that of rebuilding old ships under the name 
of repairs. The Bureau of Construction and Repair was consulted be- 
fore that provision was adopted, and at that time the Bureau of Con- 
struction and Repair of the Navy Department thought 40 per cent. was 
low enough. Now, when wesee such ships as the Lancaster, Brooklyn, 
Hartford, and lately the Shenandoah, old wooden ships which had bet- 
ter have been carried out in mid-ocean and sunk—when we see these old 
wooden ships repaired at a cost almost equal to the cost of new vessels, 
the Committee on Naval Affairs have believed it was proper to limit 
the appropriation for repairs to such ships as could be kept afloat at a 
cost of less than 30 per cent. I am glad thissum is here, and I am also 
glad that the appropriation is divided so that that portion which is in- 
tended for repairs is in one’place and that for construction of new ships 
in another. I think the bill is right in this particular. 

Mr. BLOUNT, by unanimous consent, withdrew his pro forma amend- 
ment. 

The Clerk read as follows : 

INCREASE OF THE NAVY. 


For completing in accordance with the recommendations of the naval advi 
7 board the engines and machinery of the double-turreted iron-clad which 
said board may advise to be first completed, by new contract or otherwise, as the 
Secretary may think best for the interests of the Government, $450,000, to be ap- 
plied by the Secretary of the Navy under the appropriate bureaus; but the exe- 
cution of no contract shall be entered upon for the completion of either of these 
vessels until the terms thereof shall be approved by a rd consisting of one 
line officer, one naval constructor, and one engineer, who shall approve only 
such contracts as may be to the best advantages of the Government, and fair 
and reasonable, according to the lowest market price for similar work, from re- 
sponsible and competent bidders, and at a total cost not to exceed the amounts 
estimated by the advisory board in its full report required by the act of August 
5, 1882. And the Secretary of the Navy shall take possession of the double-tur- 
reted iron-clads, and if he thinks best remove the same to the Government navy- 
yards; and he shall determine the amounts which ought to be paid to the con- 
tractors severally for the use and occupation of their yards with said ships, and 
for the care thereof, and report the same to Congress. 


Mr. BLOUNT. 
graph. ; 
Mr. HARRIS, of Massachusetts. 1 movetostrike outall after ‘‘by,’’ 
in line 364, down to and including ‘‘engineer,’’ in line 365, and in liew 
thereof to insert—— 

Mr. ROBESON. I will say, if the gentleman from Massachusetts 
will pardon me, that this is in accord with the resolution of the Naval 
Committee. 

Mr. HARRIS, of Massachusetts. I am instructed to make that 
amendment because as we have an advisory board which has giver 
the subject considerable attention, we thought it should be left there. 

Mr. BLOUNT. Should we not first dispose of the questions of order 

inst the pending h? 

The CHAIRMAN. If the gentleman insists upon his point of order 
at this time, he will state it. 

Mr. BLOUNT. I believe the points of order against the paragraph 
should first be di 

The CHAIRMAN. 

Mr. BLOUNT. 
following 

For completing in accordance with the recommendations of the naval advi- 
sory board the engines and machinery of the double-turreted ironclad which said 
board may advise to be first completed by new contract or otherwise, as the Sec- 
retary may think best for the interests of the Government, $450,000. 

I make the point of order that that is not authorized by law. 

The CHAIRMAN. Neither the Chair nor the Clerk can hear the gen- 
tleman from he speaks in such a low tone of voice. He will 
please — his point of order. 

Mr. BLOUNT. I make the point of order against the words: 

For compistiog in accordance with the recommendations of the naval advi- 
ony the engines and machinery of the double-turreted ironclad which 

board may advise to be first completed by new contract or otherwise, as the 
Secretary may think best for the interests of the Government, $450,000. 

I raise the question of order on that language in the bill; that it 
changes existing law and does not retrench expenditures. 

I make the further point of order on this proposition: 


I desire to reserve all points of order on the para- 


of. 
The gentleman will state his point of order. 
I make the point of order in the first place on the 





But the execution of no contract shall be entered upon for the completion of 
of these vessels terms thereof shall be 


either until the bya con- 
sisting of one line officer, one naval r,and one engineer, who shall 
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as ma - 
approve ry i sonteoms © y be to the best advantages of the Govern 

I raise the question of order that therein is contained authority not 
only for completing the engines and boilers, &c., but for completing the 
vessels. There is no authority of law for that work, and therefore no 
appropriation can be made under it. 

Then I raise the question of order to that part of the paragraph com- 
mencing in line 375: 

And he shall determine the amounts which ought to be paid to the contractors 
severally for the use and occupation of their yards with said ships, and for the 
care thereof, and report the same to Congress. 

I raise the question of order that there is no authority of law for these 
contracts to be made or for these vessels to be placed in those yards; 
that there is no law now which would authorize any officer of the Navy 
to determine the value of the use and occupation of those yards. 

Mr. HOLMAN. If the gentleman will permit me I will state in ad- 
dition, if the gentleman’s point of order should be overruled — 

Mr. BLOUNT. Inamoment. There is no law authorizing the de- 
termination of the value of the use of those yards. 

Mr. HISCOCK. If the gentleman will allow me to interrupt him 
for one moment. 

Mr. BLOUNT. I will in alittle while. This proposition does not 
simply require consideration and report, but authorizes the determina- 
tion of the value of the use and occupation of the yards, and having de- 
termined that with the parties, then to report to Congress what was done, 
and I say that proposition is not authorized by law, and does not retrench 
expenditures. 

Mr. HISCOCK. What I was about to say is this, that so far as the 
point of order is made by the gentleman against the words ‘* but the 
execution of no contract shall be entered upon for the completion of 
either of these vessels, until the terms thereof shall be approved by a 
board,’’ &c., there is no objection to that being changed to provide for 
the completion of the engines and machinery. 

Mr. BLOUNT. ‘Then I understand my friend to say—— 

Mr. ROBESON. Permitme justa moment. I desire to say simply, 
Mr. Chairman, that this illustrates the difficulty about entertaining 
points of order with reference toa paragraph until the committee have 
had the opportunity of perfecting it. Now, we agreed to perfect the 
other day that section by confining that word ‘‘ contract’’ to contracts 
for engines and machinery; and we seek only, and the Naval Commit- 
tee also, to perfect the section by substituting the advisory board created 
by the last Congress for the board here mentioned. When these para- 
graphs are so perfected they may or may not be subject to the point of 
order, and the Committee on Appropriations or the Committee of the 
Whole ought to have the right to perfect the paragraph as the commit- 
tee have directed it to be perfected before entering upon a sea of dis- 
eussion which may result eventually in being entirely unnecessary as 
far as the points of order are concerned. 

Mr. HOLMAN addressed the Chair. 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair will suggest to the gentleman from 
Georgia and the gentleman from Indiana that they withhold the points 


‘of order for the present until the section is perfected. 


Mr. HOLMAN. I have no objection to that. 

Mr. HISCOCK. I appeal to the gentleman from Georgia to let us 
state exactly how we want the section to be before he insists upon his 
point of order. 

Mr. BLOUNT. Then I will reserve the point of order upon every- 
thing until after the section is perfected, as the gentleman desires. 

Mr. ROBESON. That is right. 

Mr. HARRIS, of Massachusetts. Then I desire to offer the amend- 
ment which I have suggested. After the word ‘‘a,’’ in line 364, strike out 
down to and including the word ‘‘engineer,”’ in line 365, the words 
“board consisting of one line officer, one naval constructor, and one 
engineer”? and insert ‘‘ the naval advisory board.’’ 

Mr. HISCOCK. That-is consented to on the part of the committee. 

Mr. ATKINS. Which committee? I object to it; I want to know 
the reason for that change. 

Mr. HARRIS, of Massachusetts. Will you let me give the reason? 

Mr. ATKINS. Yes, I want to know the reason. 

Mr. HARRIS, of Massachusetts. The naval advisory board was or- 
ganized under the act of Congress approved August 5, 1882, and in the 
discharge of its duties it has considered the propriety of finishing these 
ironclads and has reported to Congress its opinions and conclusions. 
The very opening paragraph of this section provides that the ironclad 
which the naval advisory board recommends to be finished shall be com- 
pleted. Now, then, we say simply that when the work of finishing them 
is entered upon, the terms and the nature of the contracts for finishing 
the vessels shall be under the direction of the same naval advisory board, 
instead of proceeding to organize a new board of officers to pass upon 
the question. And we did it for the purpose of holding the thing ex- 
actly where it is at present, and not make it possible for a new board, 
of officers who may be favorable or otherwise to the finishing of the 
ironclads, to take cognizance of the subject. Instead of organizing a 
new board, and thereby creating what might possibly be a conflict of 


with reference to the subject, we propose to leave it where it is. | 


Mr. ATKINS. I desire to say simply, Mr. Chairman, that the gen- 





tleman’s reasons have to my mind shed no light whatever why I should 
withdraw the objection I have made. I think the responsibility ought 
to be divided. The naval advisory board may be a very proper board 
and may be a very competent and skillful one with reference to such 
matters. Ido not pretend to know anything about that. But there 
can certainly be no harm in requiring a new board to be organized ot 
one line officer, one naval constructor, and one engineer to consider the 
subject. By dividing the responsibility we will obtain the advantag: 
of the counsels and opinions of another board, and if there is merit i: 
a division of counsels we can secure it. 

Mr. DEZENDORF. Mr. Chairman, let me say simply that the navai 
advisory board, constituted by the act of Congress referred to, consists 
not only of naval officers but of gentlemen selected trom civil life, and 
therefore there can be no possible objection to leaving the matter to the 
judgment of such a board. 

Mr. WHITTHORNE. I oppose, Mr. Chairman, that amendment ot 
my friend from Massachusetts, and I do so for what I think is a valid and 
substantial reason. I hold in my hand the report of the present advi 
sory board for the completion of the monitors, and I understand from 
my friend from Massachusetts that that is the object of his amendment, 
to secure their completion; in other words, he desires to continue this 
board for the reason that they have advised the completion of the moni 
tors. 

Mr. HARRIS, of Massachusetts. No; but because they have had th« 
subject referred to them and have made a report to Congress upon it 

Mr. WHITTHORNE. Now I desire to call the attention of the com 
mittee to these facts, that the advisory board of which Commodore Shu 
feldt is president recommends among other things the completion of the 
monitors and gives the items of the cost of completing these different 
vessels. I hold it in my hand, and I desire the Appropriations Com 
mittee and desire the chairman of the Committee on Naval Affairs, and 
all officials connected with the Navy Department, to explain what | 
now call attention to. 

Mr. HARRIS, of Massachusetts. 
man refer to? 

Mr. WHITTHORNE. Executive Document No. 28, part 2, second 
session, Forty-seventh Congress. In this petition I tind for the Mouad 
nock the cost of construction is estimated at $785,000. That is what 
the naval advisory board report. Now I hold also in my hand a re 
port upon the same subject emanating from the Navy Department, sent 
to this very Congress at its last session, which contains an estimate ot 
what it will take to complete these vessels, and I find that by Executive 
Document, part 4, No 30, the item for the construction and repair ot 
the Monadnock is put down at the sum of $220,000. 

Mr. BERRY. Two hundred and eighty-five thousand dollars. 

Mr. WHITTHORNE. No, $220,000 for construction and repair 
Now we have the same Secretary of the Navy, we have emanating from 
the same Department an estimate for the cost of completing, under con 
tract, the repairs of the Monadnock at $220,000, and we have the naval 
advisory board for the same vessel under the same items, for the same 
cause and under the same circumstances, making a report in which the 
estimate is placed at more than a half million dollars greater. 

How can these things be; and how can Congress rely upon the esti- 
timates of the Department or of theadvisory board? Not only, sir, is 
there a discrepancy reaching to this item, but follow the estimates step 
by step as to these vessels, and you find all through the same discrepan 
cies. My friend from Tennessee on the Appropriations Committee [M1 
ATKINS] is right when he refuses to consent to this change. 

No, sir; let us have another board, if you please, and let us try to re 
oncile these estimates of the Department. The representatives of the 
people are called upon to vote this appropriation upon.these reports 
when there is a discrepancy of over half a million dollars between 
them. 

Mr. HARRIS, of Massachusetts. I have not here the papers which 
the gentleman from Tennessee has quoted. 

Mr. WHITTHORNE. I will hand them to the gentleman. 

Mr. HISCOCK. I said we were willing to accept the amendment of 
the gentleman from Massachusetts [Mr. HARRIS]. So faras I am my 
self concerned, I have no choice and no recommendation to make either 
way. The gentleman from Georgia [Mr. BLountT] made a point of 
order on that clause and we were entirely willing to accept the sugges 
tion of leaving it to the advisory board. ‘The Naval Committee want 
it to go to the old board. So far as the Committee on Appropriations 
are concerned there has been no formal action on the part of that com- 
mittee as between the two propositions. . 

Mr. ATKINS. Has there not been formal action by the Committe 
on Appropriations in the adoption of the text of this bill? 

Mr. HISCOCK. I know the gentleman from Tennessee does not 
want to misunderstand me—— 

Mr. ATKINS. I donot want to misunderstand the gentleman, but 
I do not want him to mislead the House. 
| Mr. HISCOCK. Iam not misleading the House. 

Mr. ATKINS. I think you are misleading the House. 

} Mr. HISCOCK. Not at all. 

Mr. ATKINS. Then the gentleman does not understand himselt 
| I say the language in this bill has been considered and acted on by the 


What document does the gentle- 

















1552 


CONGRESSIONAL RECORD—HOUSE. 


JANUARY 24, 





<ommittee on Appropriations; and therefore the gentleman from New 
York has no right to say 

The CHAIRMAN. ‘The gentleman from New York has the floor. 

Mr. HISCOCK. What I said was this, that as between the two 
propositions the Committee on Appropriations has never voted upon 
them. The gentleman from Tennessee, I think, will hardly contradict 
me in that assertion. 

Mr. WHITTHORNE. I resume the floor. 

Mr. ATKINS. If the gentleman will allow me—— 

The CHAIRMAN. Does the gentleman from Tennessee [Mr. Wurt- 
THORNE | yield? 

Mr. WHITTHORNE. No, sir. 

The CHAIRMAN. The gentleman from Tennessee [Mr. Watrt- 
THORNE] in front of the Chair took the floor, and the Chair understood 
he yielded temporarily to the gentleman from New York [Mr. H1s- 
©OCK]. His time has nearly expired. He has but one minute of his 
time left. 

Mr. HISCOCK. Now, I ask the gentleman from Tennessee [Mr. 
ATKINS! if I am not right in that: that with the two propositions be- 
fore the Committee on Appropriations it never has decided between the 
two? 

Mr. ATKINS. I have not the floor to say a word in reply to the gen- 
tleman from New York. 

The CHAIRMAN. Thegentleman from Tennessee on the right [Mr. 
ATKINS] has not the floor to answer any question. He will be recog- 
nized hereafter, if he desires it, to take the floor in his own right. 

Mr. WHITTHORNE. In view of the differences between these two 
reports or executive documents, both emanating from the same Depart- 
ment, I think it is wise, if you are going to enter upon this work of 
completing monitors, that you shall refer it to some other umpire than 
the one that is committed to extravagant expenditures, as I look at it. 

Mr. HARRIS, of Massachusetts. Did I understand the gentleman 
to read from two reports made by the advisory board? 

Mr. WHITTHORNE. No, sir- 

Mr. HARRIS, of Massachusetts. I understood the gentleman to say 
this board reported two different sums, which I deny. 

Mr. WHITTHORNE. That is thedodgeofalawyer. It may do for 
country practice, but not in this House. I said I helda report coming 
from the Secretary of the Navy, Executive Document No. 30, part 4, 
and that I held, emanating from the Secretary of the Navy, Executive 
Document, of the second session, No. 28, 2, and in both of these the 
Secretary of the Navy had submitted estimates of the sums required to 
complete these different monitors, and among others the Monadnock, 
in one of which,nder the head of construction and repair, it was said 
to be $220,000, and in the other of which, emanating from theadvisory 
board, it was said to be $785,000; and I asked how it was possible that 
this immense amount of difference under the same head should exist, 
and it was for that reason and for other reasons which, Mr. Chairman, 
it may be that during the progress of this discussion I will mention, that 
I have not confidence in the present advisory board. 

Mr. HARRIS, of Massachusetts. I understand that my friend from 
Tennessee has been talking about the Monadnock, which is on the 
Pacific side, and I understand that the cost of construction of the Mo- 
nadnock on the Pacific side thus far has been much greater than if she 
were on the Atlantic side, and that, I judge, explains the difference. 

The Monadnock is not as far advanced as the Amphitrite and the 
Terror. The Government of the United States failed to furnish plating 
for that ship, the plating which has been furnished on the others. That 
ship can not be finished to-day for the same sum of money on the Pacific 
side that it could be finished for on this side of the continent. And I 
do not believe there is any false estimate in the report of the Secretary 
of the Navy or the report of the advisory board. 

Mr. WHITTHORNE. Justin that connection, if my friend from 
Massachusetts will indulge me, let me say if he will procure these two 
documents he will see on each vessel there is a difference of estimate 
amounting to hundreds of thousands of dollars. 

Mr. HARRIS, of Massachusetts. Why find fault with the advisory 
board, when it has given only one estimate? Why say you will not 
trust that board when, so far as it is concerned, it has given but one 
estimate on the subject? . 

The gentleman from Tennessee [Mr. WHITTHORNE] says he will not 
trust the advisory board because it has not agreed with some other au- 
thority. I propose to trust that board because it has investigated this 
subject and estimated the cost of finishing these vessels as now proposed. 
I do not see that there is any reason for any attack on that board. 

Mr. BAYNE. I move to strike out the word. There seems to 
be two conflicting tendencies operating in this country at the present 
time. I know that in the State of Pennsylvania, where we have had 
considerable corruption in our large cities, where there have been many 
boards in the city government, there is an effort to lodge power in the 
executive of the city and make him a sort of autocrat to control the 
affairs and wield the destinies of the city. 

We had here the other day a criticism by the gentleman from Indiana 
{Mr. CALKINS] and other gentlemen upon the t of the 
Navy Department, and it was directed to this state of facts: that there 

existed in that Department six or seven or eight bureaus, no one of 








which was re ible to the chief of the nt, each one of which * 
was responsible in a minor thus dividing the responsibility for 
the management of the Navy t among six or seven or eight 
or nine bureaus, making a divided responsibility where there ought to 
be a single responsibility. 

I find in this bill a recommendation by the Committee on Appropria- 
tions foran advisory board, in order, Imustthink, to take away from the 
Secretary of the Navy all responsibility and vest it in thisadvisory board. 
If there should happen to be default, if any measure should miscarry, 
if there should be misjudged contracts, and all that sort of thing, the 
responsibility of the Secretary of the Navy will be almost utterly ex- 
tinguished and the advisory board will be held accountable. 

We hear criticisms made upon the advisory board which we now have, 
and the suggestions made by this board strike me as proper subject o1 
criticism. Then we find the Committee on Appropriations recommend- 
ing still another board to examine the recommendations of this board, 
and so still further to divide the responsibility. 

From what I have heard of the advisory board which we now have 
(and I do not know much about it), I am inclined to think that we 
ought to have another board to watch this board; and it is not improb- 
able, from the way we are managing things, that in the next Congress 
we will have to call in still another board to watch these two boards. 

I think that the amendment of the gentleman from Massachusetts 
(Mr. Harris] should not be adopted, because I have heard enough 
about the present advisory board to lead me to believe that another 
bourd is now almost a necessity for the purpose of watching the board 
which we have. I therefore will vote against the amendment of the 
gentleman from Massachusetts. 

Mr. HARRIS, of Massachusetts. A single moment. 

The CHAIRMAN. The time for debate on the pending amendment 
has been exhausted. 

The question was then taken upon the amendment of Mr. Harris, 
of Massachusetts; and upon a division there were—ayes 78, noes 33. 

Mr. ATKINS. No quorum has voted. 

Tellers were ordered; and Mr. HARRIS, of Massachusetts, and Mr. 
ATKINS were appointed. 

The committee again divided; and the tellers reported that there 
were—ayes 69, noes 63. 

Mr. ATKINS. I will not call now for any further count, but wil! 
give notice that I shall ask for a separate vote on this amendment in 
the House. 

So (no further count being called for) the amendment was agreed to. 

Mr. O’NEILL. I desire to offer an amendment. 

Mr. ROBESON. I rise to offer an amendment. 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair izes the gentleman from New 
Jersey [Mr. RoBEson], in charge of the bill. 

Mr. ROBESON. 1 move to amend the paragraph now under consid- 
eration by inserting in line 362, after the word ‘‘ completion,’ the words 
‘*of such engines and machinery;’’ so that the clause will read: 

But the execution of no contract shall be entered u for the completion of 
such engines and machinery for either of these vessels until the terms thereof 
shall be approved by a board, &c. 

The amendment was to. 

F % MORSE. I move the amendment which I send to the Clerk's 
esk. 

The amendment was read, as follows: 

Strike out all from and including the word “by,” in line 359, down to and 
including the word “ bidders,” in line 369, as follows: 

** By new contract or otherwise, asthe Secretary may think best for the interests 


of the Government, $450,000; but the execution of no contractshall be entered 


= for the completion of such engines and machinery for either of these ves- 


until the terms thereof shall be approved by a board consisting of one line 


officer, one naval constructor, and one engineer, who shall approve only such 
contracts as may be to the best advantages of the Government, and fair and rea- 
sonable, to the lowest market price for similar work, from responsible 
and competent bidders.”’ 

And insert in lieu thereof the following : 

“In the Government navy-yards under the direction of the Secretary of the 
Navy, by the officers and employés of the Government, and not by contractors.”’ 

Mr. HISCOCK. I make a point of order on that amendment. 

Mr. MORSE. I fail to see where a point of order can lie against that 
amendment. I would like to have the gentleman state his point of 
order, and I will try to answer it ifI can. As this entire paragraph is 
new legislation, it can not be held that my amendment changes exist- 
— because there is no law on the subject. 

CHAIRMAN. The gentleman from New York [Mr. Hiscock } 
will state his point of order. 

Mr. HISCOCK. My point of order is that this amendment must be 
a change of existing law, or else it would not be offered. It makes it 
incumbent that this work shall be done in the Government navy-yards, 
and there is nothing to show that it will reduce the amount of expendi- 
tures 


Mr. MORSE. Allow me to ask the gentleman a question. Is there 
any law existing now providing how these vessels shall be finished ? 

Mr. HISCOCK. If not, then this is new legislation, and as it does 
not reduce tures in any of the methods pointed out by Rule 
XXII it is not in order. 

Mr. MORSE. I do not care much how the point of order may be 
raised, or what may be said in regard to this matter. I propose for 
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one, having been on the Committee on Naval Affairs for six years, to 
put myself on record as I feel it my duty to do. 
pending one dollar on any of these ships. I have so voted in the com- 
mittee and I now propose to so vote in the House. 

The original construction of these ships and the difficulties arising 
out of it are well known to the public and to the House. I think if 
my amendment should be adopted the country would be quite relieved 
from the stigma which now rests upon it because of the fact that these 
ships were constructed originally by contractors. If we will put them 
back into the hands of the same contractors to complete them, we will 
be just as badly off as we were before. 

A single word more only. I desire to state that I am authorized to 
offer this amendment by the unanimous vote of the Committee on 
Naval Affairs. 

Mr. HISCOCK. All I desire to say in addition to what I have said 
is that in this provision of the bill we have not attempted any change 
of law at all by providing that the work shall be done in the navy-yards 
or by contract. Whatever discretion is now vested in the Secretary of 
the Navy we have left there. 

This amendment is, of course, a positive enactment, providing the 
work shall be done in a certain way. There is nothing in this provis- 
ion indicating that it will decrease expenditures; and it is certainly new 
legislation. 

Mr. MORSE. It might be well for the gentleman who makes the 
point of order to inform the Chair where the law is for the coustruction 
of these ships. He claims that my amendment is not in order because 
it changes existing law in reference to the building of these ships; and 
I deny that there is such a law. 

Mr. TALBOTT. I ask the gentleman from New York where au- 
thority was ever given for the construction of these vessels and in what 
respect this amendment changes existing laws? 

Mr. HISCOCK. I will read section 417 of the Revised Statutes: 

The Secretary ofthe Navy shall execute such orders as he shall receive from 
the President relative tothe procurement of naval storesand materials, and the 
construction, armament, equipment, and employment of vessels of war, as well 
as other matters connected with the naval establishment. 

Mr. MORSE. It is clear from the provision just read by the gentle- 
man that there is no law authorizing the construction of these ships. 

Mr. ANDERSON. The position of the gentleman from New York 
{Mr. Hiscock] seems to rest upon the 
a new law is necessarily the change of an existing law. It seems to 
me there is a distinction in this matter. There is no law covering this 
particular case; and the fact that an amendment proposes to define 
something which has not heretofore been defined does not render the 
amendment obnoxious to the rule. More than that, it does not appear 
that if the Government builds these ships in its own navy-yards there 
would be an increase of expenditures. On the contrary, taking into 
consideration the quality of the work, there would probably be a de- 
crease of expenditures. You may have a vessel constructed by contract 
for a less sum than would be required to build a vessel properly in a 
Government yard; but while you pay less you get poorer work. It is 
an exceedingly refreshing idea that the Government of the United States 
can not perform work of a given quality as cheaply as a contractor can 
do it: I hope the Chair will not assume that this provision, even if it 
changed existing law (which it does not), fails to reduce expenditures; 
for there is involved here the question whether the Government shall 
provide the plant and hereafter use it, or whether, on the other hand, by 
the appropriation in this bill it shall provide a plant for the contractor. 

Mr. TALBOTT. 
these ironclads is that the work was entered upon in the first place 
without warrant of law, although the contracts have been in a measure 
ratified by Congress in appropriations to pay the contractors for work 
done up to a certain point. But outside of such appropriations there 
is no existing law authorizing the construction of these vessels, cither 
by contract or in Government yards. The amendment of the gentle- 
man from Massachusetts is clearly in order, because it does not change 
existing law, and it does not show on its face that it will increase ex- 
penditures. On the contrary, it may turn out, and I believe it will 
turn out, that the Government of the United States can finish these 
vessels in its own navy-yards as cheaply as the work can be done by 
contract. 

There is no law on this subject. There is a law providing that the 
Secretary of the Navy may order work to be done at navy-yards—— 

The CHAIRMAN. Or by contract. 

Mr. TALBOTT. Or by contract. Therefore we can provide in this 
bill that these vessels shall be built at our navy-yards, and this does not 
change existing law. 

Mr. O'NEILL. Allow me to make one suggestion to the gentleman 
from New York [Mr. Hiscock]. The very phraseology of this bill im- 
ae that in the discretion of the Secretary of the Navy this work may 

done (although that is not intended by the bill) in the navy-yards 
of the country. The intention of this bill is that the work shall not 
be done in our navy-yards. Yet the phraseology of the bill is— 
_— said board may advise to be first completed by new contract or other- 





In these two words, ‘‘orotherwise,’’ are included the authority to have 


XIV——98 





One of the great troubles about the construction of 


| to give the work out, not to contractors, but to a contractor. 
| the meaning of this legislation. 
j I know. 


| 


CONGRESSIONAL RECORD—HOUSE. 








1553 


| the work done in the navy-yards established by Congress for the building 
I am opposed to ex- | 


of the naval ships of the country. Yet the gentleman’s assumption is 
that weare to destroy the navy-yards; to have no work done in them; 
That is 
Ispeak it plainly, and I speak whereof 


Mr. Chairman, there is nodifficulty in ruling upon this point of order; 
for the presumption in the first place is that the work of finishing these 
ships is to be done in the navy-yards of the United States 

Mr. MORSE. As it always has been 

Mr. O'NEILL. That is the presumption; that is the guide by which 
the Chair can readily decide whether this point of order is well taken. 

Mr. TALBOTT. Mr. Chairman, there is at present no contract, so 
far as I understand, on the part of the Government with any of the gen- 
tlemen who own the yards where these vessels now are as to their com- 
pletion. 


The CHAIRMAN. 


The Secretary of the Navy shall execut 


Section 417 of the Revised Statutes provides 


such orders } hall 


; j he sl receive from 
the President relative to the procurement of naval stores and materials, and the 
construction, armament, equipment, and employment of vessels of war. as well 


as other matters connected with the naval establishment 


The Chair is of the opinion that the bill as reported by the committee 
provides for the construction and repair of certain vessels; that the 
amendment of the gentleman from Massachusetts is in the same diree- 
tion, although it seeks to go further than the original proposition of the 
bill. 

The Chair believes that the amendment offered by the gentleman 
from Massachusetts is in order, and thefefore overrules the point ot 
order. 

Mr. ROBESON. 


I move to amend the amendment by adding ** pro 


vided he can do the work in the navy-yards as cheaply and with as 


|-much advantage to the Government.”’ 


assumption that the making of | 





Mr. ANDERSON. I move an amendment to that. 

The CHAIRMAN. The gentleman has no right to move an amend 
ment without addressing the Chair, and beside there is an amendment 
to the amendment now pending and no further amendment is now in 
order. 

Mr. TALBOTT. 


I reserve all points of order until IT hear the discus- 
sion of the amendment. 
Mr. ROBESON Does the gentleman raise the point of order on my 
amendment ? 
Mr. TALBOTT. Yes, sir; until 1 hear the gentleman's explanation 
ot 1%. 
Mr. ROBESON. The amendment of the gentleman from Massachu 


setts is that the work of building these engines and machinery shall be 
done in the navy-yards. Now,my amendment simply adds to it: pre 
vided that the work ean be done as cheaply and to as great advantage 
totheGovernment. I ask the gentleman first to accept my amendment 
to his amendment. 

Mr. MORSE. I can not accept it 

Mr. ROBESON. Do I understand the gentl 
not accept my amendment to the amendment ? 

Mr. MORSE. If the man will allow me, 1 will 
why I do not aceept his amendment to my amendment 

Mr. ROBESON. I yield tor that purpose 

Mr. MORSE. It is perfectly clear that the contractors who originally 
undertook to build these ships have all the material to finish them, 
whereas our navy-yards, if they shall be put in charge of completing 
them, may require some machinery which they do not now have, and 
will have to pay for it, which would be for the time an additional ex 
pense, although it might be of future use tothe Government and of the 
greatest possible future ut lity. It would increase the cost for the time 
being. Now Iam afraid my triend’sconstruction of it leaves it in doubt 
as to that. If his intentions are as honorable as mine, and I doubt not 
they are, I can not see why the Government should not consent that its 
own workshops and its own men shall complete these ships 

Mr. ROBESON. If the Chairman will take notice, this amendment 
to the amendment is subject to the point of order, because he says it 
will increase expenditure. If I had known that 
the point of order against his amendment in time. 
himself that his amendment increases expenditure 

Mr. MORSE. No, I do not. 

Mr. ROBESON. It changes existing law by restricting the power of 
the Secretary of the Navy. That is what I understand it to be. 


nan tosay that he will 


ntl inswer him 


f would have made 
The gentleman says 


Mr. MORSE. It might be done, then, even for less money. 

Mr. ROBESON. No. 

Mr. MORSE. The machinery has been paid for 

Mr. ROBESON. All I propose is this: at the last session of Con- 


gress, when we considered this matter, official statements were sub- 
mitted, and they are now contained in the report of the Secretary of the 
Navy, that it costs to the country one dollar to expend a dollar in the 
navy-yards. Therefore it takes two dollars to get the value of one. 

Mr. MORSE. But still we may be better off. 

Mr. ROBESON. That proposition has been repeated by the Secre- 
tary of the Navy, who has made recent investigation of the subject. It 
appears in his report to-day. If the proposition here is that we shall go 
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into the navy-yards and construct these engines and machinery, whether | Mr. "PALBOTY. 


they are more expensive than outside or not, then I want to under- 
stand it. J want to know whether the proposition of the gentleman 


from Massachusetts is that we shall go into the navy-yards and con- | 


struct them whether they turn out to be twice as dear there as else- 
where. 

[ also wish to remind the committee that the engines and machinery 
of these ironclads make the test of their speed and efficiency—that the 
efficiency of these vessels depends on their speed and power to ma- 
nenver, and that when you go into the navy-yards you depart from 
the specifications and plans of machinery which have been long adopted 
by the Navy Department, and which, according to the law of last year, 
were submitted to this advisory board, composed of five naval oftisers 
and two civilians, to examine those plans, and that board has reported 
the plans for the engines and machinery are correct, efficient, and cheap 
and will give us the best results. Then you have the guarantee under 
that recommendation, whereas if you go into the navy-yards there is 
no guarantee for anything. Who is to be held responsible when the 
ship comes out without motive power and without speed, as the plans 
of the single turveted monitors ? 

Mr. ONEILL. 1 offer an amendment. 

The CHAIRMAN. An amendment to the amendment is pending. 

Mr. O'NEILL. I move, then, to strike out the last word. 

The CHAIRMAN. That is not in order. 

Mr. O'NEILL. Can I not move to strike out the last word, and be 
heard on it” 

The CHAIRMAN, No. There is an amendment to the amendment 
pending. You can do so furfher on. 

Mr. O'NEILL. I do not wish to wait. [ask the gentleman from 
New Jersey to withdraw his amendment to the amendment. 

The CHLAIRMAN. ‘The gentleman from Massachusetts [Mr. Morse] 
has offered an amendment, and the gentleman from New Jersey has 
offered an amendment to that. No further amendment is in order un- 
til the amendment to the amendment has been disposed of. 

Mr. ONEILL. Lunderstand just where the amendment stands. I 
want to make a proposition to the gentleman from New Jersey that he 
withdraw his amendment to the amendment. 

Mr. ROBESON. I have no objection to the proposition, and if my 
amendment is adopted [ will aecept it. 

Mr. ONEILL. | would rather have his voted down and mine 
voted in. 

Mr. TALBOTT. | move to strike out the last word tor the purpose 
of making a suggestion to the gentleman from Pennsylvania. 

The CHAIRMAN. ‘Thatisanamendment, and there are two amend- 
ments now pending. Another would not be in order. 

Mr. O'NEILL. I want to ask, then, if I can offer this as a substi- 
tute for the pending amendments ? 

The CHAIRMAN, The gentleman can offer it as a substitute if he 
so desires 

Mr. ONEILL 
ments. 

The CHAIRMAN. The proposed substitute will be read. 

The Clerk read as follows: 

And provided, That if he should not decide to do this work in the navy-yards 
of the United States he shall then invite proposals from all ship-builders whose 
ship-yards are fully equipped for repairing or building iron or stecl ships. 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair will state to the gentleman from Penn- 
sylvania that this is hatdly a substitute for the amendment offered by 
the gentleman from Massachusetts. It is more in the nature of a pro- 
Viso. 

Mr. O'NEILL. It is a substitute for the proviso offered by the gen- 
tleman from New Jersey. 

The CHAIRMAN, It would not be in order as a substitute for the 
entire amendment, and it would not be in order to offer it as an amend- 
ment at this time. 

The question is upon the amendment offered by the gentleman from 
New Jersey, which the Clerk will again report. 

The Clerk read as follows: 

Provided he can do the work in the navy-yards as cheaply and with as much 
mivantage to the Government, . 

The committee divided; and there were—ayes 59, noes 27. 

Mr. MORSE. I make the point that no quorum has voted. 

The CHAIRMAN. The point of order being made that no quorum 
has voted, the Chair will appoint tellers. 

Mr. Morse and Mr, RoBeson were appointed tellers. 

The committee again divided; and the tellers reported—ayes 70, 
noes 2). 

So (no further count being demanded) the amendment to the amend- 
ment was agreed to. 

Mr. O'NEILL. I now offer my amendment as an amendment to the 
amendment of the gentleman from Massachusetts as amended. 

Mr. ANDERSON. _ Is it offered asa substitute ? 

The CHAIRMAN. The proposed amendment will be read. 

The Clerk read as follows: 

.tncd provided, That if he should not decide to do this work in the navy-yards 


of the United States he shall then invite proposals from all ship-builders whose 
ship-yards are fully equipped for repairing or building iron or steel ships. 


Then Loffer it as a substitute for the pending amend- 


—— 


Let me suggest to the gentleman that he add to 
his amendment ‘‘and from gonstructors of engines, boilers, and ma- 
chinery.’’ 1 offer that as an amendment. 

The CHAIRMAN, The amendment would not now bein order: two 
| amendments are pending. 
| Mr. ONEILL. Mr. Chairman-—— 

Mr. ANDERSON. [I rise toa parliamentary inquiry. 

I understood the gentleman from Pennsylvania a moment since to 
say that his amendment would be offered inthe nature of a substitute. 
He now offers it, as I understand, in the nature of a substitute. Thave 
an amendment perfecting the amendment offered by the gentleman 
from Massachusetts. My parliamentary inquiry is whether the amend- 
ment I propose would not now be in order rather than that proposed 
by the gentleman from Pennsylvania, which is a substitute? 

The CHAIRMAN. The amendment of the gentleman from Pemn- 
sylvania is now offered as an amendment to the amendment offered }) 
the gentleman from. Massachusetts, and is now in order, and is not 
offered in the form of a substitute, but is to perfect the amendment ot 
the gentleman from Massachusetts as amended. 

Mr. TALBOTT. And I propose to offer an amendment that I know 
the gentleman from Pennsylvania will accede to, and adopt as a part ot 
his amendment by adding the words that I have suggested. 

The CHAIRMAN. Unless the gentleman from Pennsylvania chooses 
to accept the suggestion of the gentleman trom Indiana his amendment 
can not now be entertained. 

Mr. TALBOTT. [ask the gentleman from Pennsylvania to yield 
for that purpose. 

Mr. O'NEILL. I have used the words *‘fully equipped for repair 
ing or building steel or iron ships.’’? I think that covers the whole 
question of machinery. 

Mr. TALBOTT. It ought to provide also for proposals from con- 
structors of boilers, engines, and machinery. 

Mr. ROBESON. If the gentleman from Pennsylvania will permit 
me, the amendment the gentleman from Maryland proposes is, I think, 
entirely proper and should be adopted. This is tocomplete the engines 
and machinery, and we have no desire in the Committee on Appropria- 
tions to do otherwise than to secure the very best conditions that we can 
for the construction of these vessels, whether it shall be done by new 
contracts or otherwise, nor have we any special favoritism for any con- 
tractor or anybody else; we are only seeking to get the work done as 
well and cheaply as it can possibly be done for the interests of the Gov- 
ernment. 

Mr. TALBOTT. I hope the gentleman will accept the modification | 
have suggested. 

The CHAIRMAN. The gentleman from Pennsylvania has the floor. 

Mr. O'NEILL. Mr. Chairman, I do not want to disguise the fact 
that I am first in favor of the building and repairing of the ships be- 
longing to this Government in our own navy-yards. The whole scope 
and language of this bill where it relates to this subject would lead 
‘to the inference that this building shall not be done in the navy-yards 
of the United States, and the argument of the gentleman from New 
Jersey that the work can be done cheaper outside of the navy-yards ot 
the country by contract requires in my judgment a great deal of qual- 
ification. For my part, I say that a ship built in the navy-yards ot 
the United States and built by our own labor is built to stay, and is 
far superior as a rule to the work done by contracts. These ships built 
by contracts may or may not be all that could be desired in that direc- 
tion, but when a ship is launched from the navy-yards of the United 
States, whether of iron or wood, it is the perfection of workmanship, 
embodying in its construction the perfect skill, mechanical genius, and 
skilled labor which the Government is able to command. 

Mr. TALBOTT. Does the gentleman from Pennsylvania accept the 
amendment I have proposed ? 

Mr. O'NEILL. I have no objection to it. : 

Now, Mr. Chairman, this bill looks, as I say, to getting out the ves- 
sels, these monitors, and their completion by contracts, and in that 
respect the language of the bill is plain. 
the bill why are gentlemen unwilling to accept my amendment which 
makes it clearer and plainer that that is not the intent of the bill, and 
that all ship-yards which are fully equipped for repairs and building 
of iron or steel ships shall be invited to make proposals before giving 
out these contracts? Does the gentleman from New Jersey want to 
have the ships built at the cheapest rate and in the best manner? | 
take it that that is his object and that is the object of the committee. 
That being so, the amendment which I have proposed is certainly in 
the line that they themselves have suggested, and must produce the best 
results. 

Yes, let the Secretary of the Navy be obliged—I repeat it—let him 
be obliged by the phraseology of this bill to invite proposals from the 
iron-ship builders of the country who are well-known to the Navy De- 
partment. 


One word further, Mr. Chairman. I want to say this, and I think | 


can appeal to the gentleman from New Jersey [Mr. RoBpEson] to sus- 
tain me in it: The more you keep naval officers out of ships which 
are being constructed or being repaired in the navy-yards, and the more 
you keep in them the naval constructors and the engineers and the 
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men who have been trained to the different branches of shfip-building, 
the better ships you will get. Let the naval officer contine himself to 


sailing the ships and fighting them as an American oflicer can always | 


do to the satisfaction of his countrymen, but keep them from interfering 
with those who understand ship-building and machinery, excepting 
where they may want in the construction of a ship to which they may be 
detailed some arrangement for their personal comfort. 
are adapted to the work of construction and repair you will find in the 
navy-yards of the United States, and although I will not attempt to 


Those men who | 


depreciate, for I could not, the great skill of the American ship-build- | 


ers all over the country who are not connected with navy-yards, yet, 
sir, I believe it is for the best interests of the Government that all such 
work should be done in our own navy-yards. 

Mr. BELFORD. I do not know on which side of this amendment 
I stand, I desire to make the clear and unequivocal statement that I 
know nothing whatever about this bill. I never saw the ocean until 
last summer. I represent a State where we pay 40 cents a barrel for 
water. [Laughter.] And yet I believe it to be my duty to discuss as 
an enlightened statesman this great question. [Continued laughter. ] 

I have been here for four days waiting the passage of this bill. 1 
have been edified and electrified by the learned discourses of Rear-Ad- 
miral CALKINS, from Indiana [laughter], and of Commodore ANDERSON, 
from Kansas, the western part of whose State does not contain water 
enough to freshen a salt mackerel. [Laughter.] Then I have been 
absolutely delighted by the learned dissertation by the gentleman from 
Georgia |Mr. BLouNT], whose vision evidently rests upon a sand-hill 
where there is not water enough to mellow a sweet-potato. [ Laughter. ] 

This whole debate reminds me of a sermon I heard delivered once by 
a distinguished African preacher. Said he: *‘ Brethren, we have assem- 
bled here on the sacred Sabbath day to discuss great and sacred ques- 
tions. In the first place I will proceed to discuss some matters about 
which 1 know a little and you know nothing. In the second place I 
will proceed to discuss matters concerning which you know a little and 
I know nothing. We will then conclude with elaborate dissertations 
on questions about which none of us know anything.’ [Laughter. ] 
And that has been the conduct and character of this discussion during 
these four days. 

But I rose for the purpose of calling the attention of the House to this 
one fact: that the days of this session are shortening; that there are great 
and important national questions in which the people are deeply and 
vitally interested and to the consideration of which we ought to give 
earnest attention. I refer especially to a consideration of the tariff bill. 
[Applause.] In the name of God, let the statesmen from the prairie 
States that have no water and expect to get none allow us to expedite 
the passage of this bill? [Great laughter and applause. | 

Mr. DEZENDORF. Mr. Chairman, | believe that I am as good a 
protectionist and tariff man as is the gentleman from Colorado [Mr. 
BELFORD]; but at the same time while he has no water in his district 
I have plenty in mine. And, sir, while other industries in our country 
need protection I believe that we need to put our Navy in a condition 
where we can protect the country. So much, sir, for that proposition. 

The paragraph of the bill under discussion provides $450,000 for the 
completion of machinery for an ironclad. In looking over the report 


of the naval advisory board I find every one of the ironclads still re- | 
quires about $1,000,000 to be expended upon it for construction before 


it shall be in a position when you can put any machinery into it. 
Now, sir, we have the Miantonomoh already completed with her ma- 


chinery in her; and I would like for my part to see an appropriation | 


made to complete the armor, the turrets of the Miantonomoh. 

Something has been said about the cost of work in the navy-yards. 
It has been said it costs $1 for every dollar expended to expend it. 
Whatis the reason of that? We have appropriated about $2,000,000 each 
year in the navy-yards. There are eight navy-yards, and that money 
has been divided among the eight. So that it has cost, as has been said, 
$1 for every dollar that has been expended. I believe the plan of the 
present Secretary of the Navy is to reduce the number of navy-yards 
to four, so that that condition of affairs shall no longer exist. 

As I said the other day, if you want to do this work by contract I 
am in favor of making the appropriation in a lump. Unless you do 
you will have the same state of affairs as exists to-day. For the last 


ten years these ironclads have been upon the stocks; and you will have | 


to pay these gentlemen who own these ship-yards as much for the oc- 
cupancy of the yards as it will cost to put inthe machinery. I under- 


take to say that the bill of expenses upon each one of those yards will | 


be an amount which will equal the cost of the machinery in those ves- 
sels, because they are occupying the very best space in those yards. | 


happened to know, Mr. Chairman, as to the cost of boilers built by the | 


havy-yard some years ago, that it was much less than the cost of those 
built outside—one-third less at least—and I believe they can be so built 
to-day. Iam in favor of the amendment offered by the gentleman 
from Massachusetts [Mr. Mors]. 

The CHAIRMAN. The question is now upon the amendment of the 
gentleman from Pennsylvania [Mr. O’ NEILL] to the amendment of the 
gentleman from Massachusetts [Mr. Morse]. 

Mr. ANDERSON. 
of the gentleman from New Jersey. 


. 
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The CHAIRMAN. There is no amendment pending offered by the 
gentleman trom New Jersey. The amendment which he offered has been 
included in the amendment offered by the gentleman from Massachu 


| setts [Mr. Morse], which has been further amended by the addition 


of the amendment offered by the gentleman trom Pennsylvania [{ Mr. 
O'NEILL]. 

Mr. ANDERSON. I will then move to amend the amendment as 
will be shown by what I send to the Clerk's desk. 

The CHAIRMAN. The amendment will be read. 

Che Clerk read the amendment, as follows 

After the word “‘ work” insert the words of the same quality ; and after 
the word “cheaply” insert the words “and thoroughly ;” so that it will read 

* Provided he can dothe work of the same quality in the navy-vardsas che aply 
and thoroughly and with as much advantage to the Government.’ &« ; 

Mr. ROBESON. 


That is all right 
Mr. ANDERSON. 


I would like to say just one word 

Mr. ROBESON. We do not obje ¢t to the amendment 

Mr. ANDERSON. I know that, but I desire to say that I Was happy 
to hear the silver tones of my golden-headed friend from Colorado { Mi 
BELFORD], and am glad to learn that he has returned to this city. 1 
did not know that he had made his appearance here this session. | 
concur entirely with him in his proposition to expedite this bill so that 
we may take up the tariff bill, and IT tried yesterday to have this bill 
laid aside for that purpose. 

My amendment simply provides that the work shall be done of the 
same quality and as thoroughly in the navy-yards, and it will make 
an essential difference in the proposition. . 

The amendment of Mr. ANDERSON was agreed to 

Mr. HISCOCK. I desire to move one other amendment, as | agreed 
with the Committee on Naval Affairs to do. It is to change the word 
** determine,’ in line $75, to ‘‘ascertain;’? and in line 378, after the 
word ‘* same,”’ insert ‘‘and all facts in connection therewith <? so that 
it will read: 

And he shall ascertain the amounts which ought to be paid to the contractors 
severally for the use and occupation of their yards with said ships and for the 
care thereof, and report the same and all facts in connection therewith to Con 
gress, 

The amendment was agreed to 

Mr. BERRY. I desire to offer an amendment. 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair will first put the question upon the 
amendment of the gentleman from Massachusetts [Mr. Morse] as 
amended. 

Mr. BLOUNT.  Lask that the amendment be again read. as it has 
been materially moditied since it was first offered 

The amendment was read, as follows: 

Strike out all from and including the word “by,” in line 359, down to aud in 
cluding the word “ builders,” in line 369, and insert the following: 

* Inthe Government yards and under the direction of the Seretary of the Navy, 
by the officers and employés of the Government and not by contractors: Provided, 
He can do the work of the same quality in the navy-yards as cheaply and thor 
oughly and withas much advantage to the Government: And provided, That if 
he shall not decide to do this work in the navy-yards of the United States he shall 
then invite proposals from all ship-builders whose ship-yards are fully equipped 
for repairing or building iron or steel ships, and from constructors of engines 





I desire to offer an amendment to the amendment | 


boilers,and machinery.’ 


The amendment as amended was agreed to 
Mr. BERRY I move the amendment which [ send to the Clerk’ 
| desk. 
| The Clerk read as follows 

In line 357 change the word “ironclad” to “ ironelads; strike out all of line 
358; also, in lines 360 and 361, strike out the words “ four hundred and fifty thou 
sand dollars” and insert in lieu thereof the words " fifteen hundred thousand 
dollars, or so much thereof as may be needed 

Mr. BERRY. L offer this amendment in order that these vessel 

| which have been lying on private docks in private ship-yards for som 
| ten years past may be completed, so far as their 
cerned, and put afloat. 

I have been a member of Congress now for four years, and IL have 

found this question of the ironclads consuming a large portion of thy 
| time of each session. It has been claimed that they are of no account 
| Some time ago I made a proposition to dispose of them for old iron 
| (Laughter. ] 
But a competent board has decided that with certain improvement: 
| they can be made first-class vessels, and such as every member of Con 
| gress willadmit our Navy needs. That being the case, why should we 
| continue to dole out a few hundreds of thousands of dollars each session 
of Congress, which is consumed in taking care ot the vessels and making 
no progress toward their completion ? 

Therefore I think it is the part of wisdom, I think it is the part ot 
| common sense, for us to make a suflicient appropriation to put the ma- 
chinery in these vessels, remove them from these private docks, and 
| ascertain whether they are of value or not 

It is recognized by all that we need vessels to protect our commerc 

[ believe there is not a dissenting opinion upon this floor but what 

it is the duty of Congress to make some provision in regard to on 
| Navy. 

Upon looking over our Naval Register | find that we have a few old 

In the Pacific squadron I believe there are seven, not 


machinerv is con 


| wooden ships 
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one first class; and there are but fourteen vessels on our Atlantic coast. 
Our country and our commerce is exposed. 

Now, here we have vessels which, if this Congress will rise to the oc- 
casion and appropriate sufficient money, can be completed, and they 
will then be just such vessels as the country needs. 

I hope that Congress will lay aside its bickering and its penny-wise- 
and-pound-foolish policy heretofore indulged in, and make an appro- 
priation of $1,500,000, which, according to the report of the advisory 
board, will complete the machinery and engines of these vessels and 
place them afloat. 

[ am perfectly willing that this work shall be completed in the navy- 
yards. In reference to the statement made by some gentleman that it 
costs more to construct a ship and its engines upon the Pacific coast 
than upon the Atlantic, I wish to say that if I am not misinformed 
there have been constructed at Mare Island, California, boilers for the 
Pensacola, and the work was as cheaply and as well done as any that 
has ever been done upon the Atlantic coast. The cost of transporting 
completed boilers is so much greater than transporting the raw material 
trom which they are to be constructed, that it is a great saving of expense 
to send the material tothe Pacificcoastand have the boilers constructed 
there, rather than transport to that coast the boilers after they are con- 
structed. I think the gentleman from Massachusetts in asserting that 
it costs more to construct a ship upon the Pacific coast than upon the 
Atlantic, was misinformed at least so far as the machinery is concerned. 

[ Here the hammer fell. ] 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair requests the attention of the gentle- 
man from California [Mr. Berry] fora moment. A part of the lan- 
guage which his amendment proposes to strike out has already been 
struck out by the amendment of the gentleman from Massachusetts 
{Mr. Morse}. Will the gentleman from California modify his amend- 
ment so as to conform to that already adopted ? 

Mr. BERRY. That is my object; I could not tell exactly how the 
text stood as amended. The purpose of my amendment is to change 
the appropriation from $450,000 to $1,500,000 and to substitute “ iron- 
clads ’’ for *‘ironclad.”’ 

Mr. ATKINS. The gentleman from California, if I understand him, 
desires that this bill shall carry a sufficient appropriation to complete 
the work to be done in the Bureau of Construction and Repair and the 
Bureau of Steam-Engineering for all the ironclads, four in number. 
The estimate for that is $2,000,000. 

Mr. BERRY. I think the gentleman is mistaken. 

Mr. ATKINS. I have made a rough calculation, and the amount is 
about $2,000,000. 

Mr. BERRY. If $450,000 will be sufficient to complete enginesand 
machinery for the Puritan or any single one of these vessels, $1,500,000 
ought to suffice for completing the engines and machinery of the whole 
four. 

Mr. HISCOCK. Mr. Chairman, for four years at least I have heard 
it urged to some extent on this floor and elsewhere that large sums of 
money should be expended in the building of a navy. I will say in 
all frankness that I sympathize to a considerable extent with the re- 
marks made the other day on this point by the gentleman from Geor- 
gia [Mr. BLount]. I believe that if there were any deep-seated and 
well-tounded sentiment among the people that we ought to increase 
and build up our Navy, the present Congress as well as past Congresses 
would have received demonstrations upon this subject which would have 
demanded an affirmative answer. I believe that a reasonable sum of 
money should be devoted to this purpose. We have been accustomed 
in times past to expend upon our Navy some $15,000,000 a year. In 
my judgment this is all the money, in round numbers, that should be 
expended annually upon the naval establishment of the United States. 
At the last session and in the present we have adopted the policy of 
preventing expenditures upon old and worthless ships that we already 
have and which we propose to allow to go out of use, if you please, 
while we believe that the money heretofore expended in repairs should 
be devoted to the construction of new vessels. It has not been our pol- 
icy, however, to increase the aggregate amount of annual expenditure, 
believing that within the amount heretofore authorized and now pro- 
posed by this bill we can, if the policy I have indicated be adhered to, 
have a navy soon enough for all practical purposes. 

Therefore, Mr. Chairman, we propose in this bill an appropriation 
for the completion of the engines and machinery of one of these moni- 
tors—I care not which. To some extent these monitors are regarded 
as experimental; and I would not expend upon them more than now 
proposed until they shall have passed beyond the region of experiment, 
in which they are now by some people deemed to be, although I do not 
sympathize altogether with that idea, for I believe they have passed 
beyond that point. But for one I protest against increasing for this 
purpose the amount appropriated by the present bill. Let us proceed 
slowly, not extravagantly; and in doing this we shall, I believe, meet 
ail the demands which the country is making upon us in this behalf. 

Mr. ROBESON, In the confusion of these various amendments more 
has been struck out of the bill by the amendment of the gentleman 
from Massachusetts [Mr. Morse] than I think he intended. We have 
struck out all about the advisory board, all about new contracts; and 





we have struck out the appropriation of $450,000. I send to the desk 
an amendment designed to restore these portions of the bill. 

The Clerk read as follows: 

At the end of the amendment as amended insert : 

* And shall build the same by new contract or otherwise, as the Secreiary may 
think best for the interests of the Government, $450,000; but the execution of no 
contract shall be entered upon for the completion of either of these vessels until 
the terms thereof shall be approved eg ben advisory board, who shail approve 
only such contracts as may be to the advantages of the Government, and 
fair and reasonable, according to the lowest market price for similar work, from 
responsible and competent bidders.” 

Mr. ROBESON. I trust that the paragraph as proposed to be amended 
will be read, so as to be understood. 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair will state that the amendment of the 
gentleman from Massachusetts [Mr. Morse] has struck out the appro- 
priation of $450,000, which probably he did not intend—— 

Mr. MORSE. I did not. 

The CHAIRMAN. And also other provisions. This amendment is 
designed to perfectthe text. If desired, the Clerk will read the provision 
of the paragraph, including theamendments adopted and also the amend- 
ment now proposed by the gentleman from New Jersey. 

Mr. ATKINS. I wish to say just one word about this. I have not 
occupied the attention of the committee to any extent on this bill. It 
seems that $450,000 for engines and machinery has been stricken out. 
Now, there is not any one of these vessels which will not cost nearly one 
million and a half dollars to complete it, inaddition to what has already 
been done. The Amphitrite will cost $1,294,220 to complete it. The 
Terror will cost $1,194,220; the Monadnock, $1,134,439; and the Puritan 
will yet cost $1,668,726 to complete it. So that when you make this ap- 
propriation to complete the machinery and the engines of one of these 
ironclads, then there must be appropriated, in round numbers, $1,000,000 
to finish the vessel. Would it not be well for the gentleman from New 
Jersey to put that proposition fairly before the House? If we propose 
now to finish one of these monitors, it will cost, whichever one we take, 
the figures which I have indicated. In voting on it the House should 
understand what it is doing. If you vote $450,000, then you will have 
to vote a million hereafter. 

Mr. ROBESON. I wish to say in regard to my amendment that un- 
less that is adopted, limiting the expenditure to $450,000, the whole 
amount estimated by the advisory board, as the text now stands, will 
be appropriated. I have no desire, either through mistake or inadvert- 
ence, the House shall do that. All the Committee on Appropriations 
ask the House to do this time is to appropriate the money to build the 
engines and machinery of such one of these double-turreted monitors 
as the advisory board says ought to be completed, because the engines 
and machinery take a year to build, and more than a year under the 
best auspices, and because they can be built for a comparatively small 
amount of money, and because the engines and machinery when built, 
if not applicable to the monitors, or if anything shall have happened, 
can be put into other ships and be very valuable to the Government for 
any ship of that tonnage or capacity. 

Then to complete these ironclads, with their armor, will cost a great 
deal more money, and that can be done in case of an emergency in forty 
days. In forty days, I repeat, the mere armor can be completed. 

Now, we want to advance slowly, with the full accord of the coun- 
try, and take what is necessary to do the thing which ought to be 
commenced now, postponing the other thing to a further time. The 
sum of $450,000 will put the machinery into the Monadnock, which is 
estimated at $426,000. I suppose it would put it in the Puritan, 
which is estimated at $455,000. 

Mr. WHITTHORNE. Mr. Chairman, if I have correctly appre- 
hended the policy of the Appropriations Committee as the proposi- 
tion is now amended, while I am unwilling to vote for that proposi- 
tion, yet from their standpoint I believe it to be a correct policy. It 
is a policy, I believe, from what the gentleman from New York has 
dropped in his remarks, which is experimental, and that the Appro- 
priations Committee is unwilling to launch out on what are the com- 
plete figures for the completion of these monitors until certain ex- 
periments of the character they have indicated in this bill have been 
made. That is, as I understand it, in reference to deflective armor. 
A part of the machinery of these monitors are the turrets. Now, to 
make a perfect turret, and to give in my judgment value to these moni- 
tors, it is possible it may be done by deflective steel armor. In that 
view, then, for one I shall be of the opinion that no appropriation ought 
now to be made of any character for any of these monitors until we 
know the result of those experiments. But if an appropriation is to be 
made now, it can only be of the amount stated a moment ago by the 
member then occupying the floor; that is to say, it will not be a waste 
of money if you complete the engines and machinery for one of these 
v because if anything shall happen they may be used on another 

Therefore, sir, it is I would stand on the policy 
mmittee on Appropriations as I understand it. 


vessel in the Na 
indicated by the 
Mr. BERRY rose. 
Mr. ROBESON. I ask the gentleman before he offers his amend- 
ment to have a vote on mine. 
The CHAIRMAN. If there be no objection, a vote will be taken on 
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the amendment offered by the gentleman from New Jersey. The Clerk The CHAIRMAN. In what way’ 


will read the amendment, with the amendment already adopted. 

The amendment was read. 

Mr. RoBESON’S amendment was agree1,to. 

Mr. BERRY. I move to strike out the letter ‘*s,”’ 
the word “ ironclad’’ instead of ‘‘ ironclads.*’ 

Mr. BeRRY’S amendment was disagreed to. 

Mr. BERRY. I now move to strike out ‘* $450,000"" and to insert 
‘ $1,500,000." 

Mr. Chairman, I wish to say a word in regard to that proposition. 
But first in reply to the gentleman from Tennessee | Mr. ATKINS], who 
stated that it would cost $2,000,000 to do this work proposed by the 
amendment. If I understand him correctly, I wish to say now that in 
the calculation he has made he has included the ordsance for these ves- 
sels. My proposition is simply for completing the machinery and the 
engines for the four vessels. In my judgment that should be done. 


so as to make 


from the experiments of our naval officers that we ought to adopt it, | 


for in my judgment the day of experiments in thisdirection is passed. 
Our most competent officers, after having investigated the subject thor- 
oughly, are unanimous in their judgment that with certain specified im- 
provements and alterations of these vessels all the wants of the Gov- 
ernment will be filled by their completion; and that being the case I 
favor the appropriation of a million and a half dollars to fit them with 


the machinery and engines and place them afloat so that they can be | 


taken to our navy-yards and completed if it be found cheapest to do so. 
It will also relieve us of the expense which we are now incurring and 


to which the Government has been subjected for the last ten years of | 
paying private parties for the space occupied by these vessels in private | 


yards. It has been truly said by some gentlemen during the course of 
this discussion, that if there is any economy which enters as a factor 


into our considerations and legislation it would be in a short time a | 


great saving of expense to the Government to go forward and pay at 
once for the completion of these ships instead of leaving them in pri- 
vate docks and in private yards at a constant annual expense. I believe 
myself that the Gevernment would in time save money if it would 
place the engines in them and take the vessels away from these private 
yards. 
there is any wisdom to be gained from our naval officers who have in- 
vestigated the subject, who are supposed to know what can be done atter 
having examined the subject as thoroughly as they have, we have in- 
formation from them that these vessels when completed according to 
the recommendations will be the vessels that the country is demanding. 


Mr. HISCOCK. It increases the expenditures It increases the total 
amount appropriated by this billand changes the law. 

The CHAIRMAN. 
it changes the law? 

Mr. HISCOCK. By making a positive direction as to how the work 
shall be done, which, under the statute, is not now positively detined 
There is a law, which has been read here and commented upon during 
this discussion, in reference to how the work shall be done. Here is a 
direction that a vessel shall be built in a given way not specified by thr 
law. 

Mr. DEZENDORF. It comes under the sume ruling which was mad 
in regard to the amendment of the gentleman from Massachusetts. Ht 
that was permissible under the rule, this must also he 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair thinks it is not subject to the point of 


The Chair asks the gentleman in what manne 


| order and that it is in accordance with the iegislation now progressing 
L assert, sir, that if there is any wisdom or experience to be derived | 


The question ison agreeing to the amendment of the gentleman trom 
Virginia. 

The amendment was not agreed to 

Mr. BERRY. I wishto offer a further amendment to this 

The Clerk read as follows: 

Atthe end of line 357 add the word © Monadnock 
that it will read: 

“The ironclad Monadnock,” &e 


Mr. BERRY. Now, Mr. Chairman, the object of that amendment is 
that this sum of $450,000, which the committee has determined shall be 
the amount carried by this bill for this pupose, shall be expended upon 
this particular ironclad, the Monadnock. That is the purpose of the 
amendment. And I wish to say, or rather to repeat what [have already 
said, that if there is any place that the vessel will be of any service atte 
it is completed it will be upon the Pacific coast. It is known toevery 
body that that coast is exposed, that our commerce there isat the mere) 
of any foreign foe, and that we have no defense whatever there by which 


| we can resist the encroachments of any foreign power. We have but 


They will be the vessels that every gentleman who has spoken in favor | 


of building up a navy for this country has over and over again asserted | 


that the Government wants. Now, we have a large amount of money 
in the Treasury and our exposed condition upon the various coasts and 


especially upon the Pacific coast, where as has been asserted by one gen- | j 


tleman the little ironclads of the Government of Chili could come and | 


levy tribute upon the metropolis of our great western country, seems 


complete this work. Ihope, Mr. Chairman, there will bea spirit mani- 
fested here to go forward and complete these vessels in order to provide 
for our national defenses and to protect our citizens and our commerce. 
The CHAIRMAN. The question is on agreeing to the amendment 
of the gentleman from California to strike out ‘'3450,000"" and insert 
“$1,500,000.” 
The committee divided; and there were—ayes 21, noes 41. 
So (no further count being demanded) the amendment was rejected. 
Mr. BLOUNT. 


few guns there of any caliber andthey are slow of operation, and when 
you take into consideration the mass of the commerce of that coast, it 


| is certainly wise to make some provision that will give us protection 
And I repeat, Mr. Chairman, what I have already said that if | 


I believe, sir, it is the intention if the vessel upon this side, the Puri 
tan, should be completed to send that vessel around the Iforn in ordes 
that it may guard our coast. If that is the intention, why not com 
plete uw vessel on the Pre ific coast that must iltimately be completed 
and that will be of as powertul proportions as the Puritan? 

IT say, sir, if there is to be one completed in view of the fiet of out 
exposed condition that sho ild ln the vess« l comple ted. It hould b 
remembered that San Francisco is the fourth city of the United State 
as regards exports and the third city of the United States as regards im 

| ports; and that is no small consideration. I insist, therefore, if ther 
is to he any money expended, that the interests of that coast shall not 
be neglected. Hfleretotore, sir, we have been looked upon as of such 


tionary power of the Secretary 


I desire to know if there are any otheramendments | 


to this sevtion, if not I shall make a motion to strike out the paragraph. | 


The CHAIRMAN. 
proposed have been acted upon by the committee. 

Mr. BAYNE. I wish to offer an amendment to perfect this section. 

The CHAIRMAN. The gentleman will send it to the desk. 

Mr. BAYNE. I propose in line 357 to strike out the word “ iron- 
elad”’ and insert ‘‘ ironclads.’’ 

Mr. HISCOCK. The same amendment has already been voted upon 
and rejected. 

Mr. BAYNE. I think not. Jt was voted upon in connection with 
the motion of the gentleman from California to increase the appropria- 
tion to $1,500,000. 

The CHAIRMAN. It was submitted as a separate motion in the 
first instance by the gentleman from California and was rejected. 

Mr. BAYNE. Then of course I withdraw the amendment. 

Mr. DEZENDORF. [I offer the amendment which I send to the desk. 

The Clerk read as follows: 

Provided further, That one of the unfinished monitors of the same size as the 
Miantonomoh, the machinery of which was built by contract, be taken to some 


navy-yard and the machinery constructed there in order to compare the cost be- 


tween contract and Government work; and the sum of $450,000 is hereby . 
priated for that purpose. 1ereby appro 


— HISCOCK. I have to make the point of order upon that amend- 
men 

The CHAIRMAN. The gentleman will state it. 

Mr. HISCOCK. It is changing the existing law. 


there is a disposition at least to finish one of them and have it 


| California [ Mr. BERRY | seems to me to be deservii 


. ; ; ; ‘ | small consequence that we have had but little consideration 
to me to be an incentive for proceeding at once in the right direction to 


I believe 
you will find that until the 
coast received scareely any consid 


if you look over the annals of Congress 
Forty-seventh Congress the Pacific 
eration. 

[ insist that, asa matter of justice, a matter of necessity. a matter of 
wisdom, this appropriation should be directed to the compl tion of the 
Monadnock; and I hope this House will at least 
of the Navy 


remove that discre- 
; , and direct the money shall 
be expended upon that vessel 


Mr. ROSECRANS In the temper of the House during the last 
session of Congress a difference of opinion as to the utility of these iro 


All tl . { t hich 1] th rage clads prevailed so largely that the question of their value was referred 
y, 1e amendments which have thus far been 


to a commission 
of their utility. 
Mr. BERRY (nd in favor of their completion 
Mr. ROSECRANS. And in favor of the ircompletion and armament 
Now, Mr. Chairman, whatever differences of opinion there may be 
as to the capacity of these vessels for speed and standing 1 


Phe commission, | understand, has re ported in fiver 


ouch weather, 


tried 
Taking these things for granted, the amendment of my colleacue from 
rot the ipproba 
tion of this House. 


That we need an ironclad of the first class on the Pacitir 


coust to 
exercise surveillance over our interests and p 


tect them, not merely at 


| the harbor of San Francisco but all along the coast, there is no doubt: 


and the earlier we have such a vessel over there the 
terests, if we can take a hint from the things wl 
cently on that coast 

If you are going to finish one of these vessels it seems to me 
be proper enough for that purpose to finish the Monadngck, which is 
already on that coast. Those gentlemen who entertain doubts about 
the capacity of these vessels to stand rough weather and to hear the 
heavy guns that will be required forthe most modern armaments, and 
those who entertain doubts whether any of them have speed enough, 


better for ous inh 


ich have happened re 


it would 


| ought to be convinced the Monadnock is the one which should be tin 


ished, because at all events the Pacifie is a smoother ocean than the 
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Atlantic. and for harbor detense, at least, such a vessel could serve if 
for nothing more. 

Mr. BLOUNT. Will the gentleman allow me to state the board 
have already recommended the completion of the Puritan first ? 

Mr. ROBESON. No, sir; it has not, 

Mr. BLOUNT. I have the report here. 

Mr. ROBESON. 

Mr. ROSECRANS. 
the fact he has just stated. 

I simply wish to say that, whatever that board may have recom- 
mended, lam here seeking now to commend to the attention of the 
House the propriety of voting for the completion of the Monadnock for 
that purpose; and I am assigning reasons why we need a vessel on that 
coast. ‘There is no doubt that we need a vessel for harbor defense there. 
Although the fortifications of that harbor and the guns they have 
mounted are suflicient upon the principle on which we made our for- 
tifications Lo protect San Francisco as a port from the entrance of ves- 
sels of the old style, yet the improvements of modern vessels of war 
have become so great—the steam speed, the iron covering, and the heavy 
vuns combined—as to render it Impossible to defend the entrance of 
‘an Pranciseo against these modern vessels by the armament we have 
on our forts. There are but two guns of first class, and those guns 
could not fire more than two shots apiece while a steam-vessel was 
steaming by them to go into port. Now, if we had a floating battery, 
that is to say, if we had the Monadnock finished, and it served no pur- 
pose but that of a floating battery, it would answer, at least, for what 
we need as a harbor defense for San Francisco. 

Therefore | hope the members of this House will take those things 
into consideration, and if we are going to expend $450,000 on any one 
of these vessels let us do it on that one which will do the most good. 

The question being taken on Mr, BERRY’S amendment by a viva voc: 
vote, the Chair stated that the ‘* noes ’’ seemed to have it. 

Mr. BERRY. I call for a division. 

The committee divided; and there were—ayes 24, noes 38. 

Mr. BERRY. I request the gentleman in charge of the bill to agree 
that we shall have a vote on this in the House. 

Mr. HISCOCK. That is utterly impossible. There is no way in 
which we can have a vote in the House on an amendment rejected in 
the committee. 

The CHAIRMAN, 
ther count? 

Mr. BERRY. No, sir. 

So the amendment was not agreed to. 

Mr. BLOUNT. I move to strike out the whole paragraph which 
provides for the completion of one of these monitors; and I desire to be 
heard on that motion. 

Mr. Chairman, the proposition in this bill is to complete the engines 
and machinery on one of several ironclads about which a great deal 
has been said in the country. It involves the completion not only of 
this one, but of all of them. We are simply entering upon the ques- 
tion as to whether or not the several ironclads contracted for by the 
Secretary of the Navy in 1877, in violation of what I deem to be law, 
shall be completed, and completed in the way this proposes it shall be 
done. I want to say to my friend from California and my friend from 
Tennessee that there is something more than an experiment in this. 
The Secretary of the Navy is asking for the completion of all these iron- 
clads by different plans; and the advisory board recommend the com- 
pletion of the Puritan and the completion of the others. 

We may, therefore, understand, whatever may be the arguments sub- 
mitted by the gentleman from New Jersey in charge of this bill, that 
the Secretary of the Navy and the advisory board in their policy pro- 
pose not only to complete the Puritan but to complete all of these ves- 
sels. They are the officials having charge of this fund, and they will 
propose legislation to us hereafter upon this subject. 

The present naval advisory board do recommend the completion of 
these monitors, with modifications. There have been other recommenda- 
tions. TheStevens board recommended essential modifications; another 
board recommended essential modifications. Constructor Lenthall and 
Chief Isherwood condemned the vessels as of plans and designs of ten 
years since, Se that we have not only the opinion of the present ad- 
visory board but various other opinions in reference to the construc- 
tion and completion of these vessels. 

The gentleman in charge of this bill endeavored in 1877, by a con- 
tract which I deem was illegal, the day before he went out of office, to 
provide for the construction of these vessels. And the gentleman now 
at this time, on an appropriation bill which was taken up in two hours 
after it came from the Printing Office, deems it proper to force this sub- 
ject upon the consideration of the House. Who had any notice that 
we were to discuss this matter of the monitors? We all know how 
much difference of opinion there is in this country on the subject; how 
the officers of the various boards have differed in reference to it; how 
the public mind and the minds of members of this House differ in re- 
gard to it. Yet, without previous notice, we are asked to debate a 
policy which involves the completion ultimately of these monitors and 
the expenditure of in the neighborhood of $3,000,000. 

Mr. WHITTHORNE, Of $6,000,000, 


Does the gentleman from California desire fur- 
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Mr. BLOUNT. Of 36,000,000 altogether; there has been a consider- 
able sum already expended. There will be yet required to complete 
these vessels from three to four and a half millions of dollars. 

As I stated, the gentleman who has charge of this bill, some years 


| ago, on the Sd of March, 1877, the day before his term of office as Sec- 


| man no doubt thought so then. 








! | retary of the Navy expired, entered into contracts with several con- 
lis recommendation embraces the whole of them. | 
I thank my friend from Georgia for mentioning | 


tractors in this country for the purpose of constructing these vessels 
Now, are those contracts binding? Possibly they may be; the gentle- 
But the successor of that gentleman, 
when he came into office and found this state of things, declared that 
he felt it his duty to suspend the contracts, inasmuch as he regarded 
them as not authorized by law. From that time until the present Con- 
gress has refused to take up the matter of the completion of these moni- 
tors and carry them on. 

Iam unwilling, with the little opportunity we have for discussion 
and investigation, to adopt a policy which looks to the completion of 
these vessels. 

The CHAIRMAN (Mr. TowWNseEND, of Ohio). 
tleman has expired. 

Mr. BUCHTANAN. 
colleague. 

Mr. HISCOCK. 
proposition ? 

The CHAIRMAN. Ten minutes. 

Mr. HISCOCK. On which side? 

The CHAIRMAN, Altogether. 

Mr. HISCOCK. Very well; I undersiand that that will give tive 
minutes in opposition to the motion to strike out. Now, I do not un- 
derstand how the gentleman from Georgia [Mr. BUCHANAN] can yield 
five minutes to his colleague, as that will leave no time for those in op- 
position. 

The CHAIRMAN. 
sent. 

Mr. HISCOCK. 

Mr. BLOUNT. 
ter, 

The CHAIRMAN, Thestatus of itis this: There is ten minutes’ time 
allowed in discussion of this question, five in favor and fiveagainst. The 
gentleman from Georgia [Mr. BLOUNT] has oceupied five minutes in 
favor, and the gentleman from Georgia [Mr. BUCHANAN ], his colleague, 
takes the fioor and yields his time, if there is no objection. 

Mr. SPEER. How is it that debate is limited to ten minutes ? 

Mr. BERRY. That is what I want to know. 

The CHAIRMAN. By the rule there is allowed five minutes for and 
five minutes against the proposition. 

Mr. BERRY. Then why not let the gentleman from Georgia [Mr. 
BLOUNT] move a pro forma amendment ? 

Mr. HISCOCK. There can be no pro forma amendment to a motion 
to strike out. 

Mr. BLOUNT. Ido not want any advantage that is not consented 
to. Ihave spoken five minutes on my motion to strike out, and if gen- 
tlemen object to my proceeding further I will not ask to do so. 

Mr. ROBESON. Does the gentleman want to preclude all debate in 
opposition to his motion ? 

Mr. BLOUNT. Ido not. 

Mr. ROBESON. There will be no time left in opposition. 

The CHAIRMAN. The gentleman from Georgia asks unanimous 
consent for five minutes’ additional time. If there is no objection, he 
will proceed. [After a pause.] The Chair hears no objection. 

Mr. BLOUNT. I maintain that it is not in the power of any Secre- 
tary of the Navy to contract for the construction of vessels without 
express authority of law. He may repair vessels, but he has no au- 
thority to construct them; the statute expressly so declares. Theretore, 
when the contracts for the construction of these vessels were made, in 
my judgment there was no authority of law for such contracts. 

I know there was an opinion of the Attorney-General at that time 
that the then Secretary of the Navy might make the contract that was 
made, that he might contract for the construction of these vessels on 
condition that an appropriation for the purpose was thereafter made. 
But I can not conceive of any power he has to make such contracts ex- 
cept where authority is first delegated to him by appropriate legisla- 
tion. 

But, even if he had the authority to contract, as the Attorney-General 
declared at that time, the contracts would have been without effect 
unless the necessary appropriations were made. I hold that the law 
was violated by laying the foundation for the construction of these ves- 
sels, by contracting to pay the contractors for the use and occupation of 
their yards, 

It is not within my power, in the limited time which I have for debate 
on this question, to argue thoroughly the question of the power ot 
the Secretary of the Navy under the circumstances. We have not the 
time properly to investigate and consider the question whether these 
several vessels shall be completed or not; the question ought not to 
come up in this way. 

If gentlemen will refer to the course of the Government before the 
war, they will find that in our appropriation bills appropriations were 


The time of the gen- 
I will take the floor and yield my time to my 


Hlow many minutes are there for debate on this 


Ile can do so by courtesy—by unanimous con- 


I do not see how it can be done. 


I do not understand the status ofthis thing. [Laugh- 
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made for current expenses; and when a vessel was sought to be con- 
structed the Naval Committee came in with a proposition to that effect, 
and it received due consideration. Such ought to be the course now. 
Such a course would be in conformity to law. Any other proceeding, 
I say, is without authority of law, and ought not to be entertained. 

In view of these facts, in view of the fact that there has been so much 
criticism, so much diversity of opinion in .reference to these vessels, I 
for one am unwilling to give any authority of law for their completion 
until debate, ample, elaborate, and complete shall have satistied the 
country that the complaints in this regard are unfounded. 

Mr. ROBESON. Mr. Chairman, it is hardly necessary for me at this 
time to argue the question of the legality of the contracts which I made 
while Secretary of the Navy. I have long passed that point: and, rest- 
ing on the opinion of the Attorney-General and my own judgment, | 
am willing to leave the strict question of legality to the ditfering opin- 
ions of other gentlemen, if they choose to oppose themselves to what I 
believe to be the law. All that I can say is, that the contracts were, 
by a special provision to that effect, made without committing the Gov- 
ernment to the extent of a dollar. All that I cared about in reference 
to those contracts was that they should be found on investigation to lh 
honest, fair, and for the interest of the Government. Six different 
boards, I believe—certainly five—have reported on them, and all have 
found them fair, reasonable, and cheap for the Government. 

The gentleman from Georgia says this subject-matter is pressed upon 
him at short notice and without an opportunity forconsideration. At 
the last session of Congress, after long and elaborate debate in which the 
gentleman, re-enforced by all who sided with him in opinion, opposed 
the proposition, this House adopted a provision appropriating for this 
purpose not $450,000 but $600,000. It went to the Senate. For the 
purpose perhaps of postponing the question till after the election, or 
for some other purpose—I do not know what—a clause was inserted 
withholding for the time any appropriation, but providing that an ad 
visory board, then established by law, consisting of five officers of the 
Navy and two men from civil life—a civil engineer and a ship-builde: 
sheuld make an examination in regard to these monitors, should inves- 
tigate whether they ought to be completed, whether the contracts not 
only for the monitors themselves but for the engines and machinery 
were right. When the bill with that amendment came back to this 
House gentlemen expected me, perhaps, to oppose that provision. | 
did not. I stood in my place and said I was so sure these things were 
right, the reports of five or six different boards had so certainly settled 
them that as only four months were to elapse before Congress would 
again convene I was willing to submit the whole question to this board 
without 2 word and stand upon their decision. 

That report has come in. The board has reported that those con- 
tracts are not only right but will produce the effect guaranteed; that 
the monitors so far as constructed under these contracts are not only 
cheap but when finished will give to the United States Government a 
power which for defensive use and for service in those waters over which 
we ought to dominate will be sufticient for our purposes, will give us 
control of the Spanish Main, if need be, and in the waters of the Ori- 
noco, where to-day England is attempting to establish her South Amer- 
ican empire; will give us control in the West Indies where to-day En- 
gland, under the report of her military engineer commission, is about | 
to establish on the island of Antigua what she calls the Malta of the 
West, invading with her naval power the fragments of our own conti- 
nent that lie across the pathway and entrance to our inland sea, and 
right in the route of our commerce from New York to New Orleans and 
the Gulf States. 

[Here the hammez fell. } 

Mr. HISCOCK obtained the floor and said: I yield my time to the 
gentleman from New Jersey. 

Mr. ROBESON. The finishing of these monitors under such proper 
restrictions as we have provided will give us power on the Isthmus, if 
necessary, to assert the dignity and honor of our country and to main- 
tain its policy. If we now had ready for service the Puritan or some 
other equally powerful ship (and if you will read this report you will 
find that she will be more powerful than any ironclad that can cross 
the ocean and enter the harbors that she does, will have more speed 
and more strength) we could send her to the harbors of South America 
and enforce whatever affirmative policy the Congress and the President 
of the United States might undertake to pursue. As it is, by reason of 
the clouds which have been thrown around this question and the nat- 
ural hesitation to appropriate money for matters which do not press 
upon us, we are powerless to-day till we complete some vessel of this 
character. 

We only propose in this bill to complete the engines and machinery 
for one of these vessels, which will take about a year. We have re- 
duced the appropriation which passed this House last year from $600,000 
to $450,000. We leave the advisory board, to whom by law the ques- 
tion was left last year, to decide which one of these ironclads shall be 
completed; and these engines and machinery when finished, if for any 
reason these monitors should be found not available, can be placed in 
one of our new ships of proper size. 

The question, as it seems to me, is whether we mean to do anything | 


= I 


for the American Navy—whether we mean to do anything for the pro- 
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tection of our coast. It is ridiculous to build an offensive navy to go 
out and strike at the commerce of foreign nations if you have nothing 
to defend your own harbors and seaports, if you leave the accumulated 
capital and property of your country in the maritime cities at the 
mercy of any ironclad that may come in 

Twelve months from now, if an English ironclad or a French ironclad 
should enter for hostile purposes one of our great harbors (and the 


French under the impetus of their shipping laws and the bounties given 
to their trade are reaching out for 


the commerce of the world, are at 
tempting to establish themselves in Madagascar and are opposing them 
selves to England wherever there is opportunity all over the world), 


what gentleman from New York would justitv himself before the coun 


try by saving, ‘It is true we have had these propositions before Con 
gress; we have had the opportunity to provide effectual defense for ow 
harbors; but for some personal or political reason we have omitted to 
do so.”> With $150.090.000 in the Ty 


iy] propri ite 


$450,000 for the national det 
[ Here the hammer fell. ] 


Mr. SPEER Mr. Chairman, 3 SL iven 
to the constituted authorities of the Cove it sce nae ‘here 
is no reason why this appropriation uld ! ‘ 

The law, presuming perhaps that the rep of the people 
here did not possess such technical knowled on tl juestions 
as naval men possessed, has provided what is called | v board 
Phat advisory board decla 

It isour opinion it would be 4 i 
ind for the following reasons 

And then it proceeds to give substantial re i 

Che law of our country also provi les for a Secreta VV ol ‘ vil to 
tuke charge of all naval questions Iie has, ina letter written no late 
than December 30, last 

Che new hulls of these four mor sare in perfect condition, It is poss 
to build them fora reasonal wmount of money cconomically expended, and 
any responsibility for further delay | ams unwill ug to share 

But my colleague says the Secretary of the Navy had no right in the 
outset to make this contract Suppose we admit it for the sake of the 


argument. Itisa protitless statement now so far as the Government 
is concerned he contract is made; the tour hulls have been com- 
pleted and very recently and by recent appropriations; the Miantono 
moh has been completed, loaded with iron cables representing the 
weight of her turrets, pilot-house, and armament, has sailed from League 
Island to Washington, and is now here to be inspected by members of 
Congress. 

Now, if we desire a navy it seems to me it is cheap and practical 
and in accordance with the dictates of common sense we should take 
that nearly completed and costly material we have and bring it toa 
proper degree of perfection. It does seem tome, sir, in view of recent his- 
tory and the immense power developed by the British Government as 
demonstrated at Alexandria, where the guns of the Sultan, Superb, 
and Teméraire blew into atoms the detense of the Egyptians and de 
strovyed its defenders, and which enables that government now to con 
trol the rich resources of the country of the Ptolemies and Pharaohs, 
a country which the genius of Napoleon and the intrepidity of the 
French soldiers did not enable them to hold, ought to satisfy thinking 
men of America we need some addition to our naval foree. For my part 
Iam for the Government, and I am willing to take the opinion of the 
constituted authorities of the Government 

[Here the hammer fell. ] 

Mr. BLOUNT. I move to strike out the last word 

Mr. ROBESON. I move that the committee rise for the purpose ot 
closing debate. 

Mr. BLOUNT.  Hlave [not the right tothe tloor when | have moved 
to strike out the last word? 

The CHAIRMAN. There is an amendment now pending to strike 
out the whole paragraph, and the gentleman’s amendment is not in 
order. 

Mr. BLOUNT. | only want about three minutes. 

Mr. ROBESON. I move the committee rise, for the purpose of lim 
iting debate on the pending paragraph and the amendments thereto 

The motion was agreed to. 

The committee accordingly rose; and the Speaker having resumed 
the chair, Mr. PAGE reported that the Committee of the Whole House 
on the state of the Union, having had under consideration the naval 
appropriation bill, had come to no resolution thereon 

Mr. ROBESON. I now move that when the House again resolves 
itself into the Committee of the Whole House on the state of the Union 
the debate on the pending paragraph and the amendments thereto shall 
be limited to three minutes. 


The SPEAKER. The gentleman from New Jersey moves that all 
iW 


| debate on the pending paragraph and all amendments thereto be limited 


to three minutes 


Mr. RANDAL! I move to amend by making the limit of debate 


twenty minutes. 
Mr. ROBESON. The gentleman from Georgia said that three min 
utes was enough 


Mr. RANDALL. ‘The gentleman from Georgia spoke for himself, 


we 


enn 


ay 
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but the gentleman from Tennessee [Mr. WHITTHORNE] and others wish 
to be heard. 

Mr. ROBESON. If they want time to debate on the other side rather 
than take up time in division of the House, I will agree to make it 
ten minutes and give it all to them. 

Mr. HISCOCK. The gentleman from New Jersey modifies his mo- 
tion to make it ten minutes, the other side to have all the time. 

The SPEAKER. Does the gentleman from Pennsylvania withdraw 
his amendment ? 

Mr. RANDALL. I do,as I made the motion in behalf of the gentle- 
man from ‘Tennessee [Mr. WHITTHORNE], and having accomplished 
that purpose I withdraw my amendment. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair will then submit the question that all 
debate on the pending paragraph and pending amendments shall be 
closed in ten minutes. 

Mr. ROBESON’sS motion was agreed to. 

Mr. ROBESON. I move that the House resolve itself into Commit- 
tee of the Whole House on the state of the Union for the purpose of pro- 
ceeding with the consideration of the naval appropriation bill, 

The motion was agreed to. 

The House accordingly resolved itself into Committee of the Whole 
House on the state of the Union, Mr. PAGE in the chair, and resumed 
the consideration of the bill (IL. R. 7314) making appropriations for the 
naval service for the fiscal year ending June 30, 1884, and for other pur- 
SCS. 

The CHAIRMAN. The House is now in Committee of the Whole 
for the purpose of considering the naval appropriation bill. By order 
of the House all debate on the pending paragraph and amendments 
thereto has been limited to ten minutes. 

Mr. BLOUNT. Mr. Chairman, the gentleman from New Jersey in 
his remarks in replying to me said that this matter has been before 
Congress heretofore, and that an opportunity had been given to debate 
it. With reference to that statement let me say, sir, that it came be- 
fore Congress in the same way that it comes here to-day; and I desire 
to call the attention of the committee to what Congress did at that 
time. Instead of allowing anything to be done toward the completion 
of these monitors, Congress enacted and placed this provision in the law: 

And that no further steps shall be taken or contracts entered into or approved 
for the repairs or completion of any of the four ironclads aforesaid until the 
further order of Congress, 

That was the way in which the matter was left at that time. The 
Secretary of the Navy was expressly inhibited from doing anything or 
any other oflicer of the Government from taking any steps toward the 
completion or repairs of those vessels until the further order of Con- 
gress. And there was also a provision of this sort: 

The naval advisory board created by this act is directed to report to the Sec- 
retary of the Navy in detail by the Ist day of December, 1882, as to the wisdom 
or expediency of undertaking and completing the engines, armor, and arma- 
ments of said ironclads 

Now, Mr. Chairman, that board have examined the matter under 
that act and have made a recommendation. They have made estimates 
of the cost of the completion of these vessels and a detailed statement 
is submitted as to one of them, the Puritan, and with reference to the 
others it requests further time. 

Mr. HARRIS, of Massachusetts, That report is already in. 

Mr. BLOUNT. Tam reading from the report. 

Mr. HARRIS, of Massachusetts. But I desire to call the attention 
of the gentleman from Georgia to the fact that the other report to which 
he refers has also been submitted. 

Mr. BLOUNT. The gentleman from Massachusetts informs us that 
the report is already in. Now, here is a proposition involving these 
monitors, the work on which has been postponed for years. It comes 
back here under the report of the naval advisory board, with their views, 
for the purpose of informing Congress in its deliberations upon the ques- 
tion. 

The CHAIRMAN. ‘The three minutes allowed to the gentleman 
from Georgia have expired. 

Mr. BLOUNT. I understood that I was to have five minutes. 

The CHAIRMAN, The Chair was informed that the gentleman 
from Georgia, under the arrangement made in the House, was to have 
three minutes and the gentleman from Tennessee seven minutes of the 
ten minutes allowed for general debate. 

Mr. BLOUNT. The understanding was that the time was to be 
equally divided between us. I have no objection whatever to allowing 
my friend from Tennessee to have the entire time. 

The CHAIRMAN. That can not be done after it has been fixed by 
the order of the House. The gentleman from Georgia will be recog- 
nized for the remainder of the five minutes if he desires to occupy that 
time. 

Mr. BLOUNT. 
have the time. 

I was saying, Mr. Chairman, that here is a report of this board which 
has been made to Congress in pursuance of the law, giving their opin- 
ions in detail as to the cost of this work. 

Now, has there been any examination of that report or any legisla- 
tion proposed in reference to this matter’ Has there been any oppor- 


I will proceed if my friend from Tennessee can not 











tunity for us to consider it in the way in which it should be consid 
ered?’ Isay that it is but due to the country, in view of the past histor, 
of these monitors, that that report should be considered in a differe:; 
form and with ample opportunity for discussion, and debate should hay, 
been had upon that report before attempting to legislate upon it. 

My friend from New Jersey says he is content with his conviction o; 
the fact as to whether or not the contracts for the monitors were autho; 
ized by law, and rests himself upon the opinion of the Attorney-Gen 
eral, Becatse of that fact I think it proper that I should fortity my 
self upon that question with the opinion of the Secretary of the Navy 

I deem it my duty also to suspend these contracts inasmuch as I regard: 
them asnot authorized by law, submitting tc Congress whether or not they sha, 
be recognized or canceled, and if the vessels are to be completed in what may 
ner it shall be done, 

That is the position taken by the Secretary of the Navy himself j;, 
reference to the contracts, and shows his opinion of them. 

The CHAIRMAN. The time allowed the gentleman from Georg), 
has expired. 

Mr. WHITTHORNE. Mr. Chairman, I propose in the brief tin 
allowed me now simply to direct the attention of the committee for 4 
moment to what I regard as the real question before it, and I do s. 
without any prejudice either of past convictions or opinions as to thy 
vessels themselves or as to the parties connected with their construe- 
tion. 

It willbe admitted, Mr. Chairman, by every gentleman at all familia: 
with the present style of the armored vessels of the world and the histor) 
of naval architecture, that the proposed monitors in their armor are 
not equal to the first or second rate armored vessels of other nations; 
that in thickness of armor, in their proposed armament, and in thei: 
speed they are alike deficient. . 

Now, it has been said—and again just before I go to that let me say 
that these vessels were designed some eight or ten years ago, the con- 
tracts for their building having been made in 1874—the first contracts. 
Since that time there has been, as all must admit who have exam 
ined the subject at all, wonderful progress in armament and armo: 
Since that time there have been boards of examination directed by !ay 
to examine the condition of these vessels, three or four in number. = |t 
has been claimed that these various boards have indorsed the vessc]s 
in their present form. I beg leave to enter a denial to that statement 
No board that has ever yet examined them but has stated in direct 
terms that they needed before their completion, to make them effectiy. 
and valuable for the purposes intended, essential modifications. The. 
have proceeded upon the idea that having expended so much monc\ 


| upon them it is to the best interests of the Government to go forwari 


and complete them with the modifications proposed. 
Right there, Mr. Chairman, I beg to take issue, and it is not upon «a 


| question of skill but upon the point that if we find any great improv: 





ments proposed that it is the part of wisdom and economy to abandon 
the idea of their old form of construction altogether and adopt such 
modifications and improvements as have been suggested. Now, sir, it is 
said that when this controversy was before the last Congress we agreed b) 
legislation to refer it to a new board, and that board has to-day reported 
or is now reporting in favor of them. 

Mr. Chairman, I do not desire to say anything in malice or in in 
justice to anybody. But in addition to what I said at a previous hour 
of this day in calling the attention of the committee to a remarkable 
discrepancy between the reports of this advisory board and the reports 
emanating from the Navy Department during the last session, allow 
me to say to this committee and to the House that when the Secretary 
of the Navy selected this advisory board it was unfortunate for th 
country that he should have selected as the president of that board the 
only living man, I believe, who, during the whole investigation of the 
Navy, was willing to be puton the record as asserting that we hada navy ; 
and that was Commodore Shufeldt; and that among all the body of en- 
gineers he had selected the man who time after time was appointed upon 
boards that condemned materials for the benefit of the contractors on 
these ironclads—Alexander Henderson, chief engineer. And I further 
say, it is remarkably unfortunate that in making this advisory board 
the Secretary of the Navy should have selected that constructor who 
was the inspector of construction work on these monitors when they 
were in the hands of the constructors—I mean F. L. Fernald. 

Mr. HARRIS, of Massachusetts. Does the gentleman claim thos 
hulls as they now stand are not as perfect pieces of workmanship a- 
can be found ? 

Mr. WHITTHORNE. Iam simply now stating a fact, that as re- 
gards the interests of the people the Secretary of the Navy has not 
given them a fair and impartial in this controversy. That is 
what I mean tostate. I say, and I repeat it, it is unfortunate for the 
country that these three men, who from their position would do more 
to control the verdict of the jury than any others of the members who 
constitute it, should have been put upon that board. That is what | 
said; and in making this statement I appeal to the records of my coun- 
try to sustain my assertion of facts. 

Now, sir, with one word more I conclude. We are brought in face 








of the fact to confront it. Here are old types of vessels which in their 
armor and their speed are behind the age; vessels that could not stand 
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one hour in front of one of the gunboats of which the Chinese navy is | and yet here is a proposition providing a portion of the sum and givin 
now composed; vessels that could not now for one hour defend the city | him authority to make a contract for more 


of New York or the city of San Francisco. If we are to launch out upon | 
an expenditure of $6,000,000 I say it would be the part of true wisdom 
and true economy to take those $6,000,000 and build vessels in accord- 
ance with the requirements and progress of the age. 

The question being taken on Mr. BLOUNT’s motion to strike out the | 
paragraph, there were—ayes 51, noes 85. 

Mr. BLOUNT. No quorum has voted. 

The CHAIRMAN. The point being made that a quorum has not 
voted, the Chair appoints as tellers the gentleman from New Jersey, 
Mr. RoBeson, and the gentleman from Georgia, Mr. BLOUNT. 

The committee again divided; and the tellers reported—ayes 5*, | 
noes 91. 

So the motion to strike out the paragraph was not agreed to. 

The Clerk read the following paragraph: 


| 
For the construction of the steel cruiser of not less than 4,000 tons displace- | 
ment now specially authorized by law, two steel cruisers of not more than 3,000 
nor less than 2,500 tons displacement each,and one dispatch-boat, as recom- | 
mended by the naval advisory board in its report of December 20, 1882, 31,300,000; | 
and the Secretary of the Navy is authorized to construct said vessels at a total | 
cost for each not exceeding the amounts estimated by the naval advisory board 
in said report, the same to be built or contracted for only with the advice and 
assistance of the naval advisory board, and in all respects in accordance with the 
provisions of the actof August 5, 1882, exceptas they are hereby moditied; and 
the authority to construct the same shall take effect at once; and the Secretary | 
of the Navy may, in addition to the appropriation hereby made, apply to the 
constructing and finishing of the vesselsin this clause referred to any balance of 
the appropriation made to the Bureaus of Construction and Repair and Steam- 
Engineering for the current fiscal year or in the present act which may remain | 
available for that purpose: Provided, That he shall utilize the national navy- 
yards with the machinery, tools, and appliances belonging to the Government | 
there in use in the building of said ships, or any parts thereof, as fully and to as 
greatan extent as the same can be done with advantage to the Government 


Mr. BLOUNT. I raise the question of order on that paragraph. 

Mr. ROBESON. I desire to perfect the text of the paragraph by 
offering an amendment. 

The CHAIRMAN. The gentleman from Georgia will state his point 
of order. 

Mr. BLOUNT. The paragraph provides for the construction of sey 
eral vessels not authorized by law. 

Mr. ROBESON. Will the gentleman not allow us before the point 
of order is made to perfect the paragraph by changing a single word ¢ 

Mr. BLOUNT. Subject to my point of order? 

Mr. ROBESON. Of course. 


Mr. BLOUNT. I consent to the amendment being offered, reserving | 


the question of order. 

Mr. HOLMAN. I think it would be better to dispose of the ques- 
tion of order in the first place. 

Mr. ROBESON. I offer the amendment which I send to the desk. 

The Clerk read as follows: 

In line 380, after the word “thousand,” insert the words “three hundred: so 
that it will read : 

“Steel cruiser of not less than 4,500 tons displacement,’ Ke. 

Mr. HARRIS, of Massachuseits, rose. 

The CHAIRMAN. The gentleman from Georgia [ Mr. BLoUNT] has 
been recognized on the point of order. 

Mr. HARRIS, of Massachusetts. I understood the gentleman from 
Georgia was willing to withhold his point of order until amendments 
to perfect the paragraph shall have been introduced and disposed of. 

Mr. BLOUNT. I wish to present the question of order in a prac- 
tical way. 

The CHAIRMAN. The gentleman can present his point of order 
now or withhold it. 

Mr. HARRIS, of Massachusetts. I desire to say the amendment of 
the gentleman from New Jersey [Mr. RoBEsON ] would be entirely use- 
less if the amendments which I hold in my hand, and which I am in- 


structed by the Committee on Naval Aflairs to offer, should not be 


offered. 

Mr. HISCOCK. If I may make a suggestion to the gentleman from 
Georgia [Mr. BLounr] and the gentleman from Indiana [Mr. Hor- 
MAN], I would ask why not pursue the same course on this paragraph 
as on the previous one? Let the paragraph be perfected, reserving the 
right to make such points of order to the paragraph when presented as 
gentlemen please. 

Mr. BLOUNT. I think we will save time by having the questions 
of order passed upon at the outset. I raise the question of order on the 
following language: 


Two steel cruisers of not more than 3,000, nor less than 2,500 tons displacement 


each, and one dispatch-boat, as recommended by the naval advisory board in its 
report of December 20, 1882, $1,300,000. 

I make the point of orderthat there is no authority of law for the con- 
struction of these vessels; that this is a new item, and therefore is out 
of order in this bill. 

Then further it is provided: 

And the Secretary of the Navy is authorized to construct said vessels at a total 
cost for each not exceeding the amounts estimated by the naval advisory board 
in said report, 

Under the law as it now stands the Secretary can not make any con- 
tract binding the Government beyond the appropriations made by law, 
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to construct the same shall take effect at onc« 


156] 


lhe language is explicit 
And the authority 


Not only to contract but 


and the Seeretary of the Navy 
may, in addit tothe appropriation hereby made, apply to the construct 

and finishing of the vessels in this clause referred to any balance of the appr 
priation made to the Bureaus of Construction and Repair and Steam Engince: 
ing for the current fiscal year ; 








This is a change in existing law Chese appropriations under the 
law can not now be used exc pt as they were specitically voted. 
The CHAIRMAN 


Che Chair is of opinion that the point of order is 
not well taken 


The Chair thinks that under section 417 of the Revised 


Statutes this House may make appropriations or not as it chooses for th 
construction of new vessels of wat Phat is what this paragraph does; 
and it only limits the appropriation, as has alwavs been the ruk it 


has always been held by former chairmen that a bill making appropri 
ations for a specific purpose might limit the purpose 


Mr. BLOUNT. L desire to take an appeal trom the decision of the 
Chair and to saya word upon the appeal. [ wish to sav that zenerally 
I have concurred in the rulings of the present occupant of the chai 


and I am not taking this appeal from any caprice or out of any wanto 


| respect for the Chair. But with all due deference to the Chair | think 
he has erred, and I do not believe we ought quietly, ot least ou th d 
ot the House, to let the decision pxtss 
There is a provision in this bill authorizing the Seeretary of the Nav 
tomake contracts beyond the apprepriations contained in the bil se 


tion 3679 of the Revised Statutes declares 
No Department of the Government s 





sum In excess of appropriat ys bpiahede for t ! 
volve the Government in any contract e pay 1 
} cess of such appropriations 
Here in this billis a specific proposition authorizing the Ss 
of the Navy to make contracts in violation of that section the | 
vised Statutes, whi was adopted by the Republican party 
terest of a right admiunist ion Ob tite ervi md which « 
inhibits such a thi bein 
Now, the only an tot hl heen} t 
Revised Statutes pro h t y of tl ayy lexecut 
uch orders as he shall ro e fre the President relative to the pr 
curement of naval stores li el Phat is simply a declaration 
| that he shall be subordinate to the Vresident of the United State 
far as giving orders is col ned But the President of the United 
> | States is himself } ind by la hy the law which declares th ay 
| partment of the ¢ ‘ ! ike tract } { 
| of law and beyond the amount appropriated. Every head of a Depart 
ment recognizes that hao I there is not member of Con 
| this floor, I take it, who | support any other theory 
Now, if the position of the Chair is correct, what need of thi pro 
| vision in this bill? WI] ould we discuss the question of giving the 
Secretary of the Navy author to build newships? Why should not 
| the Pre sicle nt, under the section to wh h the ¢ hair h is app ved, «eX 
| ercise an absolute and uncontrolled authority and direct: vessels to I 
| built whenever he pleases and according to such plans as he pleases 
simply directing the Secretary of the Navy to have it done? 
| Is that our attitude, and is this House prepared to consent that that 
ruling of the Chair is correct I trust that it will not be permitted to 
| stand. 


The CHAIRMAN. Phe que on is on the appeal of the entleman 
from Georgia [Mr. Blount], and is, Shall the decision of the Chait 
stand as the judgment of the committee ? 

| The question was taken: and upon a division there were—aye 
noes OY. 

Mr. SPRINGER. Is that a quorum 

The CHAIRMAN It is. 

Mr. SPRINGER. — I eall for tellers. 

Tellers were ordered, there being 351n the aflirmative—one-litth ot a 
quorum; and Mr. BLoUNT and Mr. ROBESON were appointed 

The committee again divided; and the tellers reported that there 
| were ayes 91, wes HX, 

So the decision of the Chair was sustained 

| Mr. HARRIS, of Massachusetts. Isend tothe Clerk’ sde thamend 

| ment which I am instructed by the Committce on Naval Affairs to offer 
The CHAIRMAN. ‘The amendment will be read 

The amendment was read as follow 
Strike-out all of the paragraph from line 379 down to and including the words 

“take effect at once,” in line 394, as follows 

* Porthe construction of the steel cruiser of not less than 4,000 tons displacement 

| now specially authorized by law, two steel cruisers of not more than 3,000 nor 

less than 2,500 tons displacement each, and one dispatch boat, as recommended 
by the naval advisory board in its report of December 20, 1882, $1,300,000; and 
the Secretary of the Navy is authorized to construct said vessels at a total cost 
for each not exceeding the amounts estimated by the naval advisory board in 
said report, the same to be built or contracted for only with the advice and as 
sistance of the naval advisory board, and in all respects in accordance with the 
provisions of the act of August 5, 1882, except as they are hereby modified ; and 
the authority to construct the same shall take effect at once,” 

And insert in lieu thereof the following 

“ For the construction of one steam cruising vessel of war, having a displace 
ment of not less than 5,000 nor more than 6,000 tons, as authorized by the act of 

August 5, 1882, making appropriations for the naval service for the fiseal year 
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ending June 30, 1883, and for other purposes, at an expense not to exceed the sum Mr. HOLMAN. I 


hereby appropriated, the same to be adapted to be armed in all respects accord- 
ing to the terms of said act, $2,300,000, ‘ 

* Por the construction of one steam cruising vessel of war, of not less than 4,000 
tons displacement, having the highest attainable speed, and having full steam- 

spower and not less than two-thirds of full sail-power, to be adapted to be armed 
with four breech-loading rifled cannon of high power, of not less than 8-inch 
caliber, and with not more than ten breech-loading rifled cannon of high power, 
of not less than 6-inch caliber, at a cost not exceeding the amount hereby ap- 
propriated, $1,352,000; this vessel to be in lieu of the second vessel named and 
provided for in said act of August 5, 1882. a ‘ . 

* Por the construction of three steam cruising vessels of war, of not less than 
2.500 tons displacement each, having full steam-power, and not less than two- 
thirds of full sail-power, adapted to be armed each with two breech-loading 
rifled cannon of high power, of not less than &-inch caliber, at a cost not to ex- 
ceed the amount hereby appropriated, $2,587,500, 

“Por the construction of one digpatch vessel or ‘clipper,’ to have an average 
sea-speed of not less than fifteen knots per hour, adapted to be armed with one 

h-loading rifled cannon of high power, of not less than 6-inch caliber, and 
with four revolving-machine guns, $430,000, 

For the construction of one cruising torpedo-boat, one hundred feet long, 

SSIS (nD 
All of said vessels to be constructed out of material and under the supervision 
provided for in said act of August 5 Hither of said cruising vessels may 


breed 


‘ SAU 
be provided with interior curved dchoot ive steel armor and steel deflective gun- 
shields or turrets, substantially upon, the design of Passed Assistant Engineer 
N. 1. Clark, if, in the opinion of the Secretary of the Navy and the naval ad- 
visory board, the same are deemed practicable; and the authority to construct 
said vessels shall take effect at once. 

For the purchase or manufacture of cannon and their carriages, and for ma- 
chine-guns for the armament of said cruising vessels and said dispatch vessel, in 
the manner above provided for, $1,161,000 

And the Secretary of the Navy is hereby authorized to contract for the pur- 
chase or manufacture of said cannon, their carriages, and machine-guns with 
reputable and responsible American manufacturer or manufacturers, at the lowest 
bid after advertisement and competition, Said cannon shall be constructed 
upon such designs and of such material as shall be approved by the advisory 
board; and said contracts shall contain such terms and conditions as the Secre- 
tary of the Navy and said advisory board shall deem best calculated to secure 
prompt execution and perfeet workmanship, and shall best protect the interests 
ofthe United States 

Mr. ROBESON. I desire to move that the committee now rise, in 
order that some limit of time for debate on this paragraph may be fixed 
by the House 

Mr. HOLMAN. 1 wish to reserve all points of order on the amend- 
ment which has just been read. 

Mr. ROBESON. All right. 

The motion that the committee rise was then agreed to. 

The committee accordingly rose; and Mr. Roprnson,of Massachusetts, 
having taken the chair as Speaker pro tempore, Mr. PAGE reported that 
the Committee of the Whole on the state of the Union had had under 
consideration the bill (H. R. 7314) making appropriations for the naval 
service for the fiscal year ending June 30, 1884, and for other purposes, 
and had come to no resolution thereon, 

Mr. ROBESON. I move that when the House shall again resolve 
itself into Committee of the Whole for the consideration of the naval 
appropriation bill all debate upon the pending paragraph and amend- 
ments thereto be limited to 

Mr. TALBOTT. Say 5 o'clock. 

A Member. Five minutes. 

Mr. ROBESON. Would thirty minutes be sufficient ? 

Mr. BLOUNT. I suggest an hour. 

Mr. ATKINS. ‘The gentleman had better say one hour. 

Mr. ROBESON. I move, then, one hour as the limit. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The gentleman from New Jersey [Mr. 
ROBESON | moves that when the House shall next resolve itself into 
Committee of the Whole for the consideration of the naval appropria- 
tion bill, all debate upon the pending paragraph and all amendments 
thereto be limited to one hour. 

Mr. TALBOTT. I move to amend by striking out *‘ one hour *’ and 
inserting ‘‘two hours.’’ 

The amendment of Mr. TALBOTT was not agreed to, 

The motion of Mr. ROBESON was agreed to. 

Mr. ROBESON. Of course now it is understood that the time al- 
lowed for debate shall be divided fairly between the twosides. I would 
like to know who is to control the time of the other side. If my col- 
league on the Committee on Appropriations, the gentleman from Tennes- 
see |Mr. ATKINS], will take charge of half the time, I shall be content. 

Mr. ATKINS. I do not want to occupy any time myself; but I have 
no objection to distributing the time. 

Mr. ROBESON. I move that the House again resolve itself into 
Committee of the Whole for the consideration of the naval appropria- 
tion bill. 

The motion was agreed to. 

The House accordingly resolved itself into Committee of the Whole, 
Mr. PAGE in the chair, and resumed the consideration of the naval ap- 
propriation bill. 

The CHAIRMAN. — By order of the House all debate upon the pend- 
ing paragraph and all amendments thereto has been limited to one 
hour. The gentleman from Indiana [Mr. Ho_LMAN] has raised a point 
of order upon the amendment of the gentleman from Massachusetts 
[ Mr. HARRIS]. 

Mr. HARRIS, of Massachusetts. [ask the gentleman from Indiana 
before pressing his point of order to listen to the explanation I have to 
make concerning this amendment, so that he and other members may 
understand what it is. 











am willing to reserve my point of order until the 
gentleman has explained his amendment. 

Mr. HARRIS, of Massachusetts. In the brieftime alotted to me the 
Naval Committee of this House is, I presume, to utter its last word in 
favor of improving the American Navy. Possibly some colleague ot 
mine may be able to obtain a few minutes in this discussion, but, sir, 
this is probably the last time I shall have occasion to address the House 
upon this subject. At the close of this session I shall have no further 
occasion to consider questions connected with naval affairs. I hope that 
in the fifteen minutes now allowed me I may be able at least to place 
upon the records of my country opinions concerning the Navy which, 
if not useful to-day, may be useful to others hereafter. 

At the last session of Congress we authorized the construction of two 
steel cruisers of war. The Committee on Naval Affairs, after examin- 
ing the subject with great industry, recommended the construction of 
two cruisers of war of the first class, of 5,000 to 6,000 tons burden, to 
be armed in a certain way, and the construction of four others of a dis- 
placement of about 4,000 tons, to be armed in the way specified in their 
bill. That bill lies buried upon the Calendar. The Committee on Ap- 
propriations at the last session took from that bill and put into the 
naval appropriation bill a provision authorizing the construction of two 
of the vessels I have named, taking especial pains to provide that they 
should be adapted to be armed with a certain kind of guns. That bill 
passed, with a meager appropriation, not large enough to lay the keel 
of either vessel. Neither has been begun. 

The Secretary of the Navy at this session has, upon the recommenda- 
tionof the advisory board, asked that the ship of the first-class provided 
for at the last session should not be built; that there should be con- 
structed a ship of 4,000 tons instead of 4,300, three steel cruisers of war 
of 3,500 tons each, a clipper or dispatch vessel of about 1,500 tons, bear- 
ing a single gun, and one torpedo-boat. The Committee on Naval 
Affairs could not quite agree to the proposition of the Secretary of the 
Navy. They therefore adopted in the form of a resolution the exact 
provisions of the amendment which I have now had the honor to offer, 
and sent it to the Committee on Appropriations. The Committee on 
Appropriations, however, saw fit to provide for the construction of one 
ship of 4,000 tons, three of 2,500 tons, one dispatch-boat, and a torpedo- 
boat. 

The amendment I have submitted looks the issue squarely in the 
face without dodging. The reasons which led us to recommend at the 
last session the construction of a large ship are reasons which we stand 
by to-day. We want one ship of the best possible construction, capa- 
ble of the greatest speed. This can not be obtained in any ship of less 
than 5,000 tons burden. Therefore we are not willing to abandon that 
ship. 

But, sir, we say we are ready to appropriate the $2,300,000 for the 
beginning and to complete the construction of that vessel with her 
guns; and we say that is the way to meet the question. Instead of 
that this bill authorizes the construction of four new ships and puts 
the meager sum of $1,700,000 into the hands of the Secretary of the 
Navy for the purpose of carrying out that work. Does the House mean 
to put the Secretary of the Navy in the same position in which he now 
is in regard to ironclads, where he can not make a contract which will 
finish a single ship that is authorized? I believe it is wisdom on the 
part of this Congress to go ahead and recognize the fact we have no 
navy and that we should vote the appropriations necessary to build one. 

My friend from New York [Mr. Hiscock], the chairman of the Com- 
mittee on Appropriations, has said to-day, and I beg to take issue with 
him, that the American people have not signified their desire to have 
a navy. 

The CHAIRMAN. The gentleman’s time has expired. 

Mr. HARRIS, of Massachusetts. I hope I may be permitted to pro- 
ceed for some time longer. 

The CHAIRMAN. It was the understanding that the gentleman 
from Massachusetts should have fifteen minutes of the time allowed to 
his side for the debate; and if there be no objection the Chair will per- 
mit the gentleman to proceed. 

There was no objection. . 

Mr. HARRIS, of Massachusetts. I beg to say, if we could eliminate 
unpleasant controversies about personal affairs, if we could throw out 
of this question all controversy about ironclads and take up the ques- 
tion of a navy competent to take the sea as an aggressive power, the 
people of this country have expressed their desire to have a navy, and 
from every quarter of the country it comes up, it is a disgrace and a 
dishonor to this country we have not a competent and efficient navy on 
the sea. The Committee on Naval Affairs prefer to come squarely out 
and say what its policy is, what in its opinion and judgment ought to 
be done. We recommend the construction of a 4,000-ton ship, and we 
put the whole cost of that ship into our amendment. We recommend 
the building of three 2,500-ton ships, and put their whole cost into the 


bill. We also recommend the building of a dispatch-boat and torpedo- 
boats. That is the policy which the Committee on Naval Affairs have 


felt it to be their duty to adopt, and although the sum here is large, 
yet we place the sum right in connection with the authority to build 
the ships, so that the work may be prosecuted with speed and be early 
brought to conclusion. 
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Lest I may be cut off by the falling of the hammer, I will now call the 


attention of the committee to the proposition we put in there for the 
making of guns. We have taken the advisory board’s estimate for 
ships’ guns, and we say to arm these vessels authorized by that amend- 
ment will require for guns, carria, tes, and machine-guns, $1,161,000. 

Now, sir, what has the Appropriations Committee done for guns” 
There is an appropriation of $100,000 in this bill for guns, to be ex- 
pended under the Ordnance Bureau, together with the unappropriated 
balance of last year. To do what? 

Mr. Chairman, I very much dislike to assail anybody or any bureau. 
It is not my habit, but in the face of the fact this country is armless and 
defenseless on sea and land, I think we should come up to this question 
of the construction of cannon at least, and satisfy ourselves whether this 
is the cheapest and the best way to get the guns we need. Isit the best 
way and the cheapest way to appropriate the paltry sum of $100,000 
merely for the purpose of allowing the Bureau of Ordnance in the Navy 
Department to learn the art of gun-making at the Washington navy- 
yard, where they have not a steam-hammer of more than sixteen or 
seventeen tons weight, and, I believe, much less than that? We protest 
against allowing a line officer not educated in the art of gun-making 
to find out how tomakea cannon. Yet we are here giving him $100,000 
in order that he may teach himself and associates how to construct guns. 
I believe they have begun five little 6-inch breech-loading guns as an 
experiment. 

We had the head of that bureau betore us last year, and we supposed, 
us the Committee on Naval Affiirs, we could get some information how 
our ships should be armed, but we were humiliated by being told that 
ina couple of years, with an appropriation of $100,000 a year, they 
might be able to advise us. Now, sir, [am not disposed to trifle with 
the country, nor am I disposed to be trifled with by any head of any 
bureau. Europe is armed with guns both by sea and land. The Arm- 
strong, the Whitworth, and the Krupp guns bristle all over that con- 
tinent and upon every sea, and yet the American Navy can not tell what 
gun it is necessary to construct or purchase. 

[I propose to meet the issue here to-day, and | propose this Congress 
shall say to that Department, ‘‘ There is $1,160,000, the sum vou have 
estimated to complete certain ships. We put into your hands this fund, 
not to learn the art of gun-making, but to provide us with guns. You 
shall do it by offering to American manufacturers of guns the oppor- 
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Mr. Chairman, we have not in our Navy Department and upon our 
Register men who feel themselves competent to lay down the lines of 
such a ship as we recommend, let us know it. 

Gentlemen here upon the floor undertake sometimes to 


to attack the 
bureau system. We say the best mode of attacking that system would 
be to put it to the utmost strain of which it is capable, to tind out 
whether it is competent to perform the duties they are assigned to do: 
and if it is not competent I would pile a weight of duty upon it that 
would crush it out of existence forever. We can not wait, Mr. Chair 
man, to begin the instruction of our naval officers with a view to teach 
ing them the art of construction and engineering. arts that the y should 


long ago, under the system of training to which thev h 


ive been sub 


jected, have thoroughly mastered. This is not the time to begin thei 
instruction. We demand of them by this bill execution of the law 
of Congress, and if they are not competent to execute that law we will 
soon find it out. My method of treating the subject is, perhaps, rather 
2 business method. TI entered upon this thing of building up the Navy 
in a business way, and I desire now to put upon record my emphatic 
declaration that [will vote for no bill and support no law which is 
sought to be enacted here which does not appropriate the money to ex 
ecute the will of Congress with regard to these n of wat 

[ Here the hammer fell. ] 

Mr. ATKINS. I do not know, Mr. Chairman, but thot 1 vay Lye 
subject to the criticism of the gentleman from Colorado this morning 
Iam not sure that I shall enlighten the House: but as the gentleman 
from New Jersey has seen fit voluntarily to assign to me the honor of 
dividing out the time allowed for discussion on this side of the House 
I propose to at least show respect to the gentleman, and sav a word o 


two upon the subject 

I think, Mr. Chairman, that the remarks made by the gentleman whe 
has just resumed his seat are rather a criticism upon the authorities of 
our Government. You have spent since the war, in round numbers 


| $300,000,000 upon the American Navy and the naval establishment 


The gentleman shakes his head I say we have spent near about it 
I am not exactly correct, but I tell him and this committee that this 


| Government has spent nearly $200,000,000 upon the American Navy 


tunity to compete, and you may bind them to any conditions or con- | 


tracts which will insure good workmanship.’’ This is the policy of the 
Committee on Naval Affairs, and it is the policy which I believe the 
people of this country will ratify from one end to the other when they 
understand it. I do not wish longer to grope in the dark in this line 
of providing anavy. Not only the committee of this year but the Com- 
mittee on Nava! Affairs of last year, when my friend from Tennessee 
{Mr. WHITTHORNE] was chairman, joined in this recommendation. 
Not only this committee but that committee felt the time had arrived 


when fleet cruising vessels should be put on the sea for the defense of 


our flag and the maintenance of our honor. 

To-day, sir, as my friend from California said a moment since, we 
have not a cruiser upon the west coast of our continent. We have not 
an ironclad to defend our western coast; and if a war should spring up 


with some of the little powers of South America on the west side of 


our continent we have no cruising vessel or ironclad to cope with them, 


and in the first few weeks of war our humiliation would be simply ter- | 
rible. Why, sir, San Francisco might be placed under such a contribu- 
tion in a single day as would equal five times the amount of the appro- 


priation we are asking. Even the city of New York, in the first two 
weeks of such a war, might be made to contribute a thousand times 
more than we ask for this the beginning of our Navy. And I am sorry 


to say—I did not expect it—that we are dividing on this question a | 


little on party lines. 

Now, upon this question in our committee, I have to say with satisfae- 
tion that there has been no such thing as politics. Gentlemen represent- 
ing each of the political parties have bent themselves to the considera- 
tion of the stern demands of our country. Our recommendations are 
the recommendations of all of the members of that committee with- 
out regard to politics, and in this amendment which I have offered I 


have the hearty—I believe—the hearty approval of every member of 


that committee. . 

Mr. Chairman, we recommen the construction of « large ship. It 
stands authorized in the law. We believe we ought to construct that. 
We, as a committee, are not willing'to abandon it, and we had behind 
us when we recommended it that old advisory board of officers, many 
of whose names are never spoken without a glow of patriotic enthusiasm, 
a board with old Admiral John Rogers at its head. We followed the 
advice of that sort ofmen. Congress ratified what wedid. They author- 
ized the construction of the ship, and we propose to stand by our action 
at that time. 

_ While I would not antagonize the Secretary of the Navy, while I be- 
lieve he means to do for the Navy the very best thing in his power, I 
propose to stand by my own convictions and the opinion of men whose 
Suggestions upon this subject commend themselves to my judgment; 


since the war and its establishment, and yet, sir, you have heard the 
piteous appeals which he has made to-day to the committee in behalf 
of his amendment and in behalf of the suggestions made by the Com 
mittee on Naval Affairs in the last Congress and the. Congress preced 
ing it as well as during the present Congress. — 1 say it is a commen 
tary upon the administration of this arm of the public service. 

Mr. HARRIS, of Massachusetts | suppose of course the gentleman 
would not like to have it understood that he means to state that such 
a sum of money has been expended upon the ships or the armament of 
our Navy? 

Mr. ATKINS. I am speaking of the aggregate sumof the naval 
appropriation bills during that time. 

Mr. HARRIS, of Massachusetts That, of Course, ine Ides pay and 
other expenses. 

Mr. ATKINS. I speak of the appropriation bills which have passed 
Congress since the war, amounting, as I believe, to $300,000,000° o1 
thereabout in round numbers, of course including the pay of the Navy 
Something besides the mere pay of the Navy and a few old worthless 
hulks ought to have come out of such a stupendous appropriation as that 

Now, sir, the gentleman has also spoken in a sneering manner of the 
$100,000 appropriated for guns in this bill; he has spoken of that in 
such a way as to convince this House that we have no officers, no arti 
sans in our Navy competent to make guns. 

Mr. HARRIS, of Massachusetts. We never had guns in our Navy 
made by officers of the Navy 

Mr. ATKINS. We have no artisans competent to make guns! It 
that is true, we have no artisans competent to make ships. And just 


for that reason I have opposed his proposition in this bill. 1 have by 


come persuaded and satistied that the naval authorities are ineompe 
tent for the task which the gentleman from Massachusetts would now 
thrust upon them. I say Lhave become satisfied of their incompetency, 
and I am not surprised atit. Ido not wonder at it. The maval au 
thorities of the world have shown themselves incompetent. There are 


constant changes in gunnery and constant changes inarmor. Why, it 


and I can not consent, and my committee have not yielded, toa request | 
that we build something else other than what was then authorized. If, | result. 


was but the other day the gentleman from Tennessee, my colleague 
[Mr. WHITTHORNE}, alluded to the test which had been made at Spez- 
zia, in Italy, with regard to armor, and it was there shown that armor 
had been found that was superior to projectile tore: \ while back, 
perhaps a year ago, it was understood that projectile force had the ad 
vantage of resistance; now resistance has the advantage of projectile force 
It seems the vast amount of money we have appropriated has been 
sunk. For whether you paid it to the Navy, it is gone; or whethe1 
you put it in useless ships and they have rotted, itis gone. Tor I have 
the authority of the gentleman to say we have no navy. but it seems 
at last we have not suffered; we have really lost nothing, so far as not 
inaugurating a great navy is concerned. For had we appropriated 
$50,000,000 or $100,000,000 five years ago, as the gentleman would 
probably have had us do, the money would have been expended on 
worthless guns, and worthless ships would have been the unprofitable 


ear 
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Sir, I feel that the gentleman has brought us to this conclusion that | 
we had better pause, we had better wait till the trials at Spezzia have | 


been proved, and that we had better wait till some other trials shall 
have shown that the best gun has not yet been made; and when you 
have got approved patterns and models of ships and guns, then I would 
be prepared to meet the gentlemen with liberal appropriations to in- 
crease the American Navy. I will not have the honor to be on the 


floor of the next House, but were that distinction vouchsafed me I | 


would be prepared to vote the money to start a navy worthy of this 
great Republic upon the latest and best-known models. But until so 
distinguished a gentleman as the chairman of the Committee on Naval 
Affairs shall céase to intimate, ay, to charge, upon the floor of the 
American Congress that we have.not got the artisans to build guns and 
therefore we have not really got them to build ships 

Mr. HARRIS, of Massachusetts. 1 beg the gentleman's pardon. | 
say we have never had any officers of the Navy 

Mr. ATKINS. I did not interrupt the gentleman. The gentleman 
may take a portion of the thirty minutes to reply to me. 

Mr. HARRIS, of Massachusetts. 
think, does not desire to misrepresent my statement. 

Mr. ATKINS. I did not misrepresent the gentleman; I may have 
misapprehended him. 

Mr. HARRIS, of Massachusetts. What I said was that we have never 
yet educated a line officer of the Navy to become a blacksmith for work 
of this kind. 

Mr. ATKINS. The gentleman from Massachusetts sneered at the 
idea of the $100,000 and said it was to teach men how to make guns. 
If they are to be taught they have not learned. If they are to be taught 
they are yet apprentices; they are not preceptors, but mere apprentices 
in the work. 

Now, sir, one word more. I say, Mr, Chairman, that the gentleman 
has offered an amendment. I could hear it but indistinctly, but if I 
understood it it was to enlarge the authorization of the Navy in the 
construction of vessels over and above the recommendations contained 
in the bill—was it not? 

Mr. ILARRIES, of Massachusetts, 
thorization of last vear and this year. 

Mr. ATKINS. 
not less than 5,000 or greater than 6,000 tons displacement, and another 








It does not cnlarge it over the au- 


of not less than 4,500 or greater than 4,700 tons displacement, should | 


be constructed. And we are told to-day, I believe, by the gentleman 
trom New York or the gentleman from New Jersey, 1 do not remember 
which—or perhaps it was the gentleman from Massachusetts—that not 
a blow has been struck for the construction of these two vessels which 
were authorized by Congress. Why has not a blow been struck? Is 
it because they did not have the money? No, sir. Is it because there 
was not a demand that these vessels should be constructed? You can 
not say that, for you said there was. Why isit? Is it because they 
are incompetent? Is it because, as I charge the gentleman intimated, 
there is no one competent to do this work? Or is it because no models 
of ships have yet been made that satisfy the judgment of the Secretary 
of the Navy and his advisory board? Is that the reason? Whatever 
the reason may be, it has not been done. 

Now we are called upon to proceed with another proposition. Other 
vessels are proposed to be constructed. How does the gentleman know 
that the Secretary of the Navy will not fold his arms and come back to 
you a year hence and say, ‘* Nothing has been done?’’ I think it would 
have been candid and that it would have been in the interest of the 
Government if the Secretary of the Navy had notified the country why 
these vessels were not begun. 

Mr. HARRIS, of Massachusetts. He has done so. 

Mr. ATKINS. This bill proposes in its text that we build one ves- 
sel of 4,000 tons displacement, two steel cruisers of not more than 3,000 
nor less than 2,500 tons displacement, and one dispatch-boat. They 
aggregate, according to the estimates, the sum of $4,099,304. The sum 
of $1,300,000 is appropriated in this bill. That subtracted from the 
aggregate sum estimated leaves $2,799,304 to be appropriated hereafter 
for the finishing of these vessels, for which they admit in effect that 
they have no approved model; and if they have, we have no approved 
model of guns with which to arm them. 

Now, let me say, just wait! There is luck in leisure. I do not 
believe that this Government will lose anything by waiting another 
year. Let us see what these tests will prove. Let us see whether in- 
ventions will be made, as we have a right to believe there will be; for, 
sir, there is nothing in which there have been greater changes in the 
last five years than there has been in these two matters of projectile 
force and resistance as applied to guns and ships. 

Mr. HARRIS, of Massachusetts. I hope the gentleman will allow 
me a minute or two. 

Mr. ATKINS. How long have I been speaking ? 

The CHAIRMAN (Mr. Reep). About fifteen minutes. 

Mr. ATKINS. I beg pardon of the committee for trespassing on its 
time, for I did not intend to say anything on the subject. I have agreed 
to yield five minutes to my colleague [Mr. WHITTHORNE]. 


Last year we provided that two steel cruisers, one of 


| 
| 
| 





| 


| 


The gentleman from Tennessee, I | 





| engines, 


| what I object to. 





Mr. ATKINS. I will yield for a question. 

Mr. HARRIS, of Massachusetts. The gentleman promised me two 
or three minutes. 

Mr. ATKINS. At the close of the debate. 

Mr. HARRIS, of Massachusetts. At the close of the debate ? 

Mr. ATKINS. Perhaps I had better allow the gentleman to sa\ 
what he wants now. 

Mr. HARRIS, of Massachusetts. Ishould prefer it now. 

Mr. ATKINS. Very well; go ahead. 

Mr. HARRIS, of Massachusetts. The gentleman has represented m, 
as saying that we have no artisans in our Navy who can build ships 
and engines. 

Mr. ATKINS. I argued that from your speech. 

Mr. HARRIS, of Massachusetts. I desire to say that I said no suc} 
thing; I meant no such thing, and it is not true. What Idid say, and 
what I meant is, that no officer of our Navy-—— 

Mr. ATKINS. Will the gentleman allow me? 

Mr. HARRIS, of Massachusetts. Certainly. 

Mr. ATKINS. I thought I was plain enough in stating to the Hous: 
that I drew that inference from the gentleman’s remarks by putting 
his speech together. That he used those very words I do not pretend 
to say. Isimply meant to say that I inferred that from his speech 
And I do not think if the gentleman’s speech could be read as mac 
just now to this committee that my criticism would be regarded as an 
unfair one. “a 

Mr. HARRIS, of Massachusetts. If I made aspeech which produced 
that impression on the mind of the gentleman I ought certainly to b 
allowed to say a few words to correct that misconstruction. 

I do claim that we have men who can lay down ships, who can mak: 
That our artisansin our navy-yards can doall thatis required 
of them I believe. But I did complain that the gunmakers of thi- 
country are not allowed to make any guns for us, and that weare spend- 
ing money to educate a line officer of the Navy to make guns. That i- 
I say that if you will allow the American gunmak« 
a fair opportunity—— 

Mr. ATKINS. Whose fault is that ? 

Mr. HARRIS, of Massachusetts. The fault of Congress. 

Mr. ATKINS. Did Congress assign a line officer to this duty ? 

Mr. HARRIS, of Massachusetts. I did not say that. 

Mr. ATKINS. Does the gentleman say that a line oflicer is assignc: 
to make guns who is incompetent ? 
Mr. HARRIS, of Massachusetts. 
to make guns. 
bureau 

Mr. ATKINS. Did Congress appoint him chief of the bureau ? 

Mr. HARRIS, of Massachusetts. No, sir; lam not complaining o! 
Congress in that respect. The officer of the line who is the chief o1 
the bureau should be authorized to find out what kind of gun to buy 
and to recommend it; that is his duty. I mean to say that for man) 
years we have not offered to the gun-makers of the country an oppor 
tunity to construct any guns; and until Congress authorizes and in 
structs the Secretary of the Navy to purchase or manufacture guns toi 
the armament of the Navy we shall continue to be as helpless as we ar 
to-day. That is all I desire to say. 

Mr. WHITTHORNE. Somewhat like my friend from Massachusett- 
{Mr. Harris], I think the time I may now occupy in addressing th: 
committee, that is, five minutes, will be the last opportunity that | 
shall have to say anything about the Navy of the United States. 

Iam a friend of the experiment of building steam cruising vessels, but 
I am not a friend of either of the pending’ propositions, that contained 
in the bill or that submitted by my friend from Massachusetts [ 
HARRIS], the chairman of the Committee on Naval Affairs. 

We are not prepared to build steel cruisers in any one of the navy- 
yards of the United States. We are not prepared in any of our navy- 
yards or in any of the workshops or manufacturing establishments ot 
the United States to supply the guns that should be used on the stee! 
ernisers when constructed. 

Therefore, while advocating the construction of steel cruisers I shali 
advocate the building of them entirely by contract throughout, from 
the laying of the keel to the armament. In order to do that I would 
take away from the Secretary of the Navy the power of making any 
contract for the purpose, and I would put that power into the hands 
of intelligent officers of the Navy, and I would let the work of super- 
vision rest with them, and with them alone. In my judgment the 
undertaking to build any of these vessels at our navy-yards, owing 
to the want of preparation and completeness for the work, will result in 
failure. 

Now, we want something that the world has not got; we want the 
fastest clipper or war vessel that can ride the waters. That is what we 
should have. And in the event of a failure the responsibility should 
fall on the man who undertakes the contract, and not upon the Govern- 
ment. 

With these views, and without occupying further the attention 0! 
the committee, for I know it is wearied with this discussion, I have 


I donot think any officer is assigne« 
I think the officer of the line who is the chief of th 





Mr. HARRIS, of Massachusetts. Will the gentleman yield to me | simply to say that I shall propose an amendment in lieu of the pending 
for a moment ? | paragraph, providing for carrying out my ideas upon this subject and 
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contracting for the building and armament of two steel cruisers. With 
that statement I am done. 

Mr. ATKINS. I now yield five minutes to the gentleman from In- 
diana [Mr. HoLMaAN]. 

Mr. HOLMAN. In all the discussions that have occurred from time 
to time for many years on the subject of an increase of our Navy, I 
have listened in vain for a substantial reason why the Navy of the 
United States ought to be enlarged. 

Brilliant generalities have been indulged in, patriotic speeches made, 


our Navy has not been shown. 

It has been sometimes said that the object of enlarging our Navy was 
to protect our commerce. When in time of peace has our Navy been 
engaged in protecting our commerce? Many gentlemen of the House 


| of these ships. 


doubtless, during the month of August last, had occasion to read a very | 
able article published in one of the leading periodicals of the country by | 


an experienced officer of the Navy, and saw at once, however inexpe- 
rienced he may have been in regard to the relations of our Navy to the 
commerce of our country and of the world, how absurd the argument. 
Ships of warno longerconvoy the merchant ship. Your consuls-general, 
consuls, and vice-consuls in the marts of all nations protect and guard 


your foreign commerce under the protecting shelter of the flag of | 


our country. No government of Europe, especially in time of peace, 
keeps up a navy for such a purpose. The navies of the world have 
nothing to do with the commerce of the world. Do the navies of Eng- 
land or France keep vessels of war on your coasts to protect their com- 
merce ? 


Sut it is suggested that in the complications which oceur in the affairs | 


of nations our Government may not always continue at peace, and that 


therefore we should imitate the policy of monarchies and maintain a | 


strong navy. Sir, what is the object of powerful navies in European 
governments? Not the extension or protection of their commerce, for 


their vessels do not follow in the track of their trade or the highways | 


of their commerce. What is the object of those European navies? ‘To 
meet those exigencies which arise by reason of the petty ambition of 
crowned heads, and more than that, to overawe their people by a display 
of physical power. Gentlemen refer to England and her great navy 
which lives on the life-blood of her people. 


England keeps a strong army and navy, not merely with reference to | 


her domestic and international necessities, but to watch her colonies, 
subject empires which belt the globe, and awe them into submissive 
peace. Are we to imitate such a policy ? 

Monarchies, holding the sword upright, rest for security on overgrown 
armies and frowning ships of war. Are we to imitatethem? Are we, 
in distrust of our people—the sovereigns of this nation—and to guard 


against possible danger in future years, to indulge in the costly luxury | 


and vain display of power which impoverishes the toiling multitudes of 
Europe? I deny the right of the American legislator to appeal to any 


supposed sentiment of timidity of the American people, any supposed | 


apprehensions of unseen or remote danger, to justify the annual expendi- 


ture of those millions of dollars. ‘The pending bill exceeds fifteen mill- | 


ions of dollars. The amendment pending involves over six millions 
more. New ships must be built that we may display abroad the power 
and resources of our Government. Feeble governments may find 
this splendid display of power necessary to maintain their footing 
among the nations. But is this vain display of national power neces- 
sary to secure to the first in the rank of nations the respect of other 
nations ? 


| 





baubles as these tinsels of power for their security or the greatness of 
their country, or for the preservation of peace, or to meet the contin- 
gencies ol war. 

{Here the hammer fell. } 

Mr. ATKINS, Mr. Chairman, in my former remarks I had intended 
to allude to the reappropriations made in this bill for the construction 
I thought the other day that these reappropriations 
amount to $1,200,000 or $1,300,000. Buta letter from the Secretary 


| of the Navy addressed to myself, and which the gentleman from Geor 
and pride of country appealed to, but the necessity for an increase of | 


gia [Mr. BLOUNT] has made a part of his remarks to-day, states that 
there will be no surplus either in the Bureau of Construction and Re 
pair or the Bureau of Steam-Engincering. I have only to say that | 
am surprised at this, because the amounts appropriated for those bu 
reaus last year were about double what they usually have been. 

I yield the remainder of my time to the gentleman from Hlinois [Mr 
SPRINGER]. 

The CHAIRMAN, The gentleman from Illinois has two minutes. 

Mr. SPRINGER. Mr. Chairman, inthe briet time aliowed me [ ean 
not state fully what I had desired to sayin regard to this bill. But 1 
wish to call attention to the fact that last evening, in the midst of the 
confusion which prevailed about the time the committee rose, the Com 
mittee of the Whole adopted, upon the motion of the gentleman from 
Massachusetts [Mr. HARRIS], the chairman of the Committee on Naval 
Affairs, an amendment providing for an appropriation of $50,000 to be 
paid to Asa Weeks for his invention in reference to torpedoes. ‘This 
amendment, which seems to me nothing more than a claim, ought not 
to have been put on this appropriation bill; and in the House | shall 
ask for a separate vote upon it. 

The claim of Mr. Weeks has been pending here ever since | have been 
a member. It has been reported upon by the Committee on Naval 
Affairs from session to session, and there is now on the Calendar a bill 
reported by that committee allowing him a certain amount for his in 
vention. I am opposed to allowing private claims to be ingrafted upon 
an appropriation bill inany manner. Saving nothing about the merits 
of this proposition (it may be very meritorious), it has its place in the 
business of this House and should pass through the ordinary channels 
This claim, which, as I hive said, has been recommended by the Com 
mittee on Naval Affairs in a bill now on the Calendar, was subject toa 


point of order, which would have been made but for the eat contusion 
prevailing at the time. I hope we shall not set the bad example of leg 
lating for the benefit of private claimants upon an appropriation bill 
I can stand this general legislation which the gentleman from New Jet 
sey has so profusely ingratted upon this bill, but when it comes to tal 


ing a claim from the Private Calendar, I tor one object unless the whole 
Calendar is to be ingrafted upon this bill 

{ Here the hammer fell. ] 

Mr. HISCOCK. Mr. Chairman, [ rise to oppose the amendment ot 
the gentleman from Massachusetts 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair will understand that the gentleman 
from New York, who now occupies the floor, is entitled to thi 
ing fifteen minutes of time unless objection be made 

Mr. HISCOCK. The gentleman from Massachusetts tells us he and 
his committee have scarcely had a hearing before the Ilouse and the 
country with reference to the legislation which they propose, and what 
time they have had has been by the kindness of the Committee on Ap 


remain 


| propriations. He hasalso told us, and [ believe I hardly exaggerate his 


| statement, that this whole country from the center to the outside circle 


of this Republic and its standing among the natiuns depended upon the | 


strength of its Navy and Army. The moral force, the grandeur of fifty 
million industrious, intelligent, prosperous, and happy people is a power 
that rises infinitely above the splendid and costly tinsel of armics and 
navies. The most remote of all probabilities is that this Government, 
having no plans of conquest, no ambition to gratify except the happi- 
ness of its people, should be plunged into the misfortunes of foreign 
war; but, more than that, whenever during the century of our national 
experience we have found peaceful diplomacy fail and war the only al- 
ternative, although we and our fathers have never felt it necessary to 
maintain a navy of any considerable magnitude our people have always 
been found amply prepared for the emergency, and navies have sprung 
up as if by the power of enchantment sufficient to meet the leading 
naval power of the globe. 

I apprehend, sir—and this suggestion came to me from a very wise 
statesman of the old school—that, unconsciously it may be, on the part 
of the statesman and legislators who in the future will guide the des- 
tinies of this Republic, the increase of our Army and Navy will be the 
measure of distrust with which overgrown opulence will contemplate 


the Government of the people. Yes, sir; in the future the growth of 


standing army and organized navy, if it shall occur, will be the measure 
of apprehensions felt of popular supremacy and popular power. For 


one, I am unalterably opposed to the increase of either the Army or the | 


Navy. I would maintain them only as a nucleus for national power 


when an emergency should arise. I wish to see the American people | 


conscious, as I think they are, that they are not dependent upon such 


is all stirred up, aroused to frenzy, because more money has not been 
Gentlemen underrate their country when they speak asif the strength | 


voted to build a navy. Now, I say to that gentleman and I say to 
this committee that if there was one-half of the sentiment he has de 

seribed prevalent among the people of the United States in behalf of 
the appropriation of the money he asks it would have found the way 
to the setting apart of a day in Congress for the consideration of tl 
proposition. If, sir, there bad been such a sentiment in favor of legs 
lation they would have been here under the rules asking for a hearing, 
and they would have been heard. 

Mr. HARRIS, of Massachusetts. It required a two-thirds vot 

Mr. HISCOCK. Ah, but if there were one-half the sentiment you 
have described there would have always been a vote of two-thirds of 
the House to make your bill a special order. ‘Two-thirdsof the House 
would on all occasions have given you all the time wanted. If there 
were one-half the sentiment the gentleman has described I am almost 
warranted in saying the people would have assembled here and trampled 
over our rules in behalf of the expenditure of the sum of money the 
gentleman has suggested. 

And, Mr. Chairman, do not understand me as being opposed to an 
American navy. Iam not opposed to the building up of an American 
navy, but I do not now and never have believed there was any propriety 
in the American people maintaining a navy upon a war footing, or 
maintaining an army upon a war footing, or maintaining fortifications 
upon a war footing, as they are maintained in Europe for the preserva 
tion of the balance of power. The map of Americais not all the while 
being changed, and for the preservation of the governments which may 
exist here such strong force is entirely unnecessary. 

But, sir, I believe that this great nation should ever have a respect 
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able navy, respectable in our own waters and respectable in foreign | the Appropriations Committee of this House that in going on with the 


waters. Weshould have some good ships. We should have a navy 
to maintain the character of this nation at home and abroad. 

I have had occasion to say, Mr. Chairman, in the progress of this de- 
bate that it was not our intention to increase the naval appropriations. 
I believe for the last ten or fifteen years the annual appropriation has 
been fifteen or sixteen million dollars. Weadopted the policy of build- 
ing new ships and refraining from the repair of old ones conceded on 
all sides to be worthless; and without increasing the amount appropri- 
ated we find by pursuing that policy in five or ten years’ time we can 
give the American people as good a navy as I apprehend the gentleman 
trom Massachusetts can wish. 

Now, a single suggestion in reply to the remark made by the gen- 
tleman from Massachusetts that all this money should be now appro- 
propriated, What does he mean by that? Does he mean that he pro- 
poses to put it out of the power of the next Democratic Congress to 
prevent the construction of this navy; that he would appropriate all 
the money now so that the next Congress could not have the power to 
prevent it? If that is his object, I say with all frankness that I have 
no sympathy with it. I believe in our Government as it exists, and 
I believe if the next Congress of the United States in its wisdom is un- 
willing to appropriate money for the continuance of the construction of 
these ships, coming from the people as they do, they should have the 
right to do it. No, sir; I have no sympathy with any person or any 
bill to take away froma future Congress the revision and control of this 
question. The next Congress is to have the responsibility of this ques- 
tion, and if it says we should stop the appropriation of money, while I 
may vote against it, I shall nevertheless acquiesce init. And no act of 
mine ever will prevent it taking any such action. 

The gentleman from Massachusetts proposes to appropriate this year 
$7,868,500; $1,161,000 for guns—and yet I have in my hand a commu- 
nication from the Navy Department saying that during the present 
tiseal year they have been unable to expend to exceed $35,000 for that 
purpose, Is it his purpose to put into the hands of the Navy Depart- 
ment $1,161,000 to experiment with and expend relieved of any action 
of the Congress which may be in session at that time? 

Mr. HARRIS, of Massachusetts. I say no, if the gentleman puts 
that question to me. 

Mr. HISCOCK. That can be the only effect of it. 

Mr. HARRIS, of Massachusetts. The purpose is to purchase the 
guns, Which we can do if you give us authority. It isnot for the pur- 
pose of experimenting with guns. 

Mr. HISCOCK. ‘There is no demand from the Department for any 
such sum of money as this. They are not asking the money shall be 
put into their hands for any such purpose. I can not refrain from 
pointing out the faet that it does turn over to the Navy Department 
$1,161,000 to be expended without the supervision of Congress, and I 
am opposed to it. 

But six and three-quarter millions of dollars is to be expended on 
ships, and yet the Secretary of the Navy tells us he wants only one and 
i half million of dollars. That I believe is the outside limit. Then, 
sir, Why appropriate it. Why pass it over for the expenditure of a De- 
partment as to which expenditure Congress will have no power except 
the power to investigate? I care not whether it is a Republican or a 
Democratic Congress, I am in favor of the appropriations for each cur- 
rent year being made specifically for that year and limited to an amount 
which can be expended within that period. 

No, Mr. Chairman, by no act, by no vote of mine will the power and 
control of gentlemen on the other side of the Chamber over this expend- 
iture be curtailed in the next Congress. Mr. Chairman, what have we 
sought to do in this bill with reference to the building of ships? The 
Committee on Naval Affairs have their programme. The Secretary of 
the Navy has submitted here, made as I suppose under the advice of 
these different boards, his scheme for building upa navy. Who are we 
to follow, the Executive that is charged with the responsibility in ref- 
erence to this matter or somebody else? I see, sir, safety in no other 
course, We have not given the Department all it asked. I think it 
wanted to construct these steel cruises of a displacement of 2,500 tons 
each. We have limited them to two. It has been the policy which 
was inaugurated at the last session of this Congress not to swell the ap- 
propriations for this Department, but tostop this squanderingof money 
upon navy-yards and old ships and to put the money appropriated into 
the construction of new vessels without swelling the aggregate of the 
appropriations provided for that Department. We are carrying out that 
policy and have provided in this bill for the building of four of the ves- 
sels which we are 1n favor of, and which have been recommended. We 
provided all of the money that the Navy Department asks, and all that 
it is believed to be necessary for the needs of the next fiscal year for 
that purpose, and I believe that we only increase the aggregate of the 
appropriations some $250,000. 

I now yield the remainder of my time to the gentleman from New 
Jersey [Mr. Ropeson ]. 

Mr. ROBESON. Mr. Chairman, I rise simply to advocate the propo- 
sitions of the Committee on Appropriations as presented in this bill for 
this reason: I am in favor of building the cruisers the Naval Committee 
have recommended. But the Secretary of the Navy has sent word to 


_ during the coming twelve months. 





building of these ships which he desires to go on with for this year, he 
can only expend during the current year about $1,500,000. Hesays that 
he desires the power to enter upon the building of these ships, but desires 
likewise to have under his control this year only the sum mentioned— 
$1,500,000—as that will cover all the work that can be done upon them 
Now, we have given him that with 
such balances as he may have on hand at the close of the present fiscal 
year for the purpose of going on with this construction, and we have 
allowed him to build on his own recommendation in this provision two 
of the smaller ships of 2,500 tons displacement each, to be armed with 
the 6 and 8 inch rifle guns, and which he says can be made as fast as any 
other. 

Now, Mr. Chairman, it will dot be denied thas we need these cruisers 
because our wooden vessels are fading from the ecean. Our guarantee 
of peace is power in relation to the vulnerable points of the other na- 
tions of the earth. The real safety that we are to have from the Navy 
is that we shall be able to have within our hands the weapons of power 
which will enable us to strike expensive and dangerous blows at the 
commerce of the aggressive nations of the world. That is all we are 
seeking to do here; and we ask only in this appropriation for just as 
much money as the Secretary of the Navy thinks he can use. He asked 
for $1,500,000 and we are giving him $1,300,000 with the balance ot 
unexpended appropriations coming over, making perhaps that amount 
of money in the aggregate. 

With regard to the guns, let me say just this: That we appropriated 
$100,000 last year for the purpose of experimenting or entering upon a 
course of experiments for casing certain trial guns. We would have 
appropriated an additional amount this year, but we have a communi- 
cation trom the Bureau of Ordnance which says that they have applied 
to all of the firms of this country that can produce the steel and that they 
are at work producing it, but they have not yet finished it, and asa conse- 
quence they have not been able to expend more than $3,500 of the ap- 
propriation of $100,000 made last year. So the committee have deemed 
it unnecessary to appropriate more than the amount indicated in the 
bill and reappropriating the sum which may be left over from this year’s 
experiments, 

The CHAIRMAN. ‘The time allowed for debate has expired. The 
question is upon the amendment of the gentleman from New Jersey to 
the amendment of the gentleman from Massachusetts, upon which the 
gentleman from Indiana makes the point of order. 

Mr. HOLMAN. My point of order is this: That this amendment 
proposes new and independent legislation upon this appropriation ill, 
legislation not tending toward the retrenchment of expenditures but 
the reverse. 

The CHAIRMAN. 
point of order ? 

Mr. HOLMAN. Justa word. I concede that on the original bill, 
or the paragraph as originally presented by the committee, in view ot 
the provision of the act of the 5th of August, 1882, which authorized 
the construction of two steam-vessels, the point of order was certainly 
a doubtful one, at least as against the original text of the bill. But 
looking over the bill as amended and the pending amendments, I do 
not believe that any one of the ships authorized to be constructed is in 
harmony as to tonnage or displacement with the act to which I have re- 
ferred of August 5, 1882. As I have said, I concede that to the extent 
that the provisions of this amendment carry out the provisions of that 
act of August last there might be a doubt as to the point of order; but 
that act doesnot extend to the amendments which have been proposed 
for adoption, and I do not think that provision of the act is carried out 
as to either of these vessels. It seems therefore to be quite clear, if | 
am correct as to the full intent and meaning of this third clause of the 
twenty-first rule, that it must be applicable to it and consequently it 
isoutof order, The clause of the rule is as follows: 

Nor shall any provision in any such bill or amendment thereto changing exist- 
ing law be in order except such as being germane to the subject-matter of the bill! 
shall retrench expenditures by the reduction of the number of and salary of the 
officers of the United States, by the reduction of the compensation of any person 
paid out of the Treasury of the United States, or by the reduction of amounts of 
money covered by the bill. 

Mr. Chairman, it is clear that this amendment does neither one 
of those three things. While I concede it is germane it does not de- 
crease the expenditure, but on the contrary increases it; and does not 
carry out the law of August 5, 1882, on which the text of the bill is 
founded. 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair is ready to decide the point of order. 
The amendment offered by the gentleman from Massachusetts [Mr. 
HARRIS] is a very lengthy one and the Chair has not had an opportu- 
nity to look over it very carefully and has merely heard it read from 
the Clerk’s desk. But the Chair is of the opinion the amendment is 
not subject to the point of order from the fact that if Congress see fit to 
appropriate for building five new vessels instead of one, without endeav- 
oring to carry out the act of 1882, the Chair holds there is no limitation 
to the amount of money that can be appropriated in an appropriation 
bill for completing men-of-war or for other purposes for the national 
defense. He therefore overrules the point of order. 

Mr. WHITTHORNE. I offer what I send to the desk as a substi- 


Does the gentleman desire to be heard upon the 
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tute for the amendment of the 
HARRIS]. 

The Clerk read as follows: 

That the Secretary of the Navy is hereby authorized and directed to cause to 
be contructed two screw steamships, the hulls of which are to be built entirely 
of steel, having a tensile strength of about 55,000 pounds per square inch, the 
variation from which is not to exceed 5 per cent. above and below the said ten- 
sile strength. The said vessels are to be provided with full sail-power. Their 
hulls are to be cased with wood and sheathed with copper. One of these vessels 
is to be a frigate-built ship of about, but not exceeding, 5,900 tons displacement, 
and is to have a draught of water from the bottom of the keel of not more than 
22 feet Ginches, The frigate is to be engined for a sustained average speed at 
sea, in good weather under steam alone, of 15 knots per hour; and to carry in 
bunkers sufficient coal to maintain this speed during seven consecutive days. 

, The other vessel is to be a corvette built, or single-decked ship without poop- 

cabin, of about, but not exceeding, 4.500 tons displacement; and is to have a 
draught of water from the bottom of the keel of not more than 20 feet 3 inches 
The corvette is to be engined for a sustained average speed at sea, in good weather 
under steam alone, of 14 knots per hour, and to carry in bunkers suflicient coal to 
maintain this speed during seven consecutive days. 

That the said two vessels shall be built by contract; the contracts to be awarded 


gentleman from Massachusetts [ Mr. 


| offered by the gentleman from Massachusetts [| M 


to the lowest bidder who shall propose to furnish the vessels fora roundsum,and | 


to guarantee the speeds and other requirements in preceding sentences, with the 
condition that no payments shall be made until after the vessels have been en- 
tirely finished, tried, and accepted as hereinafter described, The contracts are 
to include the armaments, The contractors will make their own plans, do the 
work in their own manner, and assume the entire responsibility of success 
Should there be a failure in speed, in endurance, in proper strength of construc- 
tion, size of seantling, quality of material, or any guaranteed condition, the ves- 
sels areto be porcmptorily rejected, no payments of any kind,or under any pre- 
tense will be made, and they will remain the exclusive property of the contract- 
ors without claim upon the Government for any kind of compensation under 
any kindof plea, The contracts having once been executed, no changes in them 
shall aflerward be made. 

That the Secretary of the Navy shall without unnecessary delay convene a 
board to be composed of one line officer of the Navy, one chief engineer in the 
Navy, and one naval constructor, all orany of Whom may be taken from the act 
ive or retired list of the Navy without regard to rank, regard being had only to 


thrive ' “> 
| that it will read: 
“For the construction of the steel cruiser of not less tha iow ‘ 1 
ment now specially authorized by law,” &&« 
The amendment was agreed to 
Mr. HOLMAN. I now offer the amendment which | sen ie 
desk. 


their fitness as shown by their experience in designing and constructing the hulls | 


of naval steamships, their steain machinery, and theirarmament and their equip- 
ment. The personnel of this board, once appointed, shall not be changed except 
by visitation of physical or mental incapacity to perform their duties, until the 
said two steamships are completed, tried, and accepted or rejected, after which 
their functions shall cease. This board shall have the exclusive right to make, 
without control, for and in behalf of the Secretary of the Navy, the contracts for 
the said two steamships. 

The board, immediately after its organization, shall advertise for proposals to 
construct the said two steamships according to the conditions herein stated; 
the bidders to name the round sum for which they will construct the vessels 
complete, in all respects ready for sea-service, and the time in which they will 
complete them, furnishing their own designs, labor, and material, and assum- 
ing the entire responsibility for the fulfillment of their guarantees. Four months 
shall be allowed, or more, if necessary in the opinion of the board, for the bid- 
ders to prepare the plans, drawings, and specifications on which they make their 
offers. The contracts shall be given to the lowest bidder furnishing the proper 
security for the performance of his agreements, and shallembody the drawings 
and specifications of the contractor on which the award was received, in com- 
plete detail, no variation from which shall afterward be allowed. The board will 
see that the most approved methods of construction, with the proper forms and 
thicknesses of material, are employed, and that the internal arrangements, water- 
tight compartments, distribution of the battery, and masting are proper for naval 
usage. 

The battery will be of the latest and most approved construction and design ; 
and will, for the frigate, be the equivalent of four guns of eight inches bore, 
weighing about cleven tons each, and of twenty guns of six inches bore, weigh- 
ing about four and a halftons each. For the corvette the battery will be the 
equivalent of two guns of eight inches bore, weighing about eleven tons each; 
and of twelve guns of six inches bore, weighing about fouranda half tons each, 

The Board shall superintend the construction of the vessels, with the assist- 
ance of such inspectors as it may deem necessary, and whom it shall have the 
right to appoint, and to fix their compensation, if not naval officers, The most 
rigid inspection shall be maintained, so that the quality of the labor and mate- 
rials, excellence of the workmanship, and conformity with the contract stipula- 
tions may be secured. 

The entire responsibility for carrying out the provisions of this act is on the 
board, and its powers are hereby made sufficient for that purpose. It shall 
have the authority to peremptorily reject, in any stage of the construction, any 
material, design, or labor which may, in its opinion, not be in conformity with 
the contract requirements. 

When the vessels shall have been completed satisfactorily as regards design, 
materials, and workmanship, strictly inagreement with the contract stipulations, 
they shall be tried ortested for speed by the board in the following manner: 

The trial shall continue during not less than twenty-four consecutive hours, 
and longer if necessary inthe opinion of the board. Itshall be made with steam- 
power alone, at sea, in good weatherasthat term is understood by naval officers, 
and along the coast of the United States in as nearly as straight line as possible 
between points of known distance apart by the Coast Survey charts. In addi- 
tion to the observation of these points, all the other best methods of ascertain- 
ing the speed shall be employed. Inorder to neutralize as much as possible the 
effect of wind and tide, one-half of the twenty-four or more hours shall be run 
by the vessels in one direction, and the other half in the opposite direction, re- 
turning to the point of departure,and the mean speed of the whole run, out and 
in, shall be taken for the speed of the vessel. 
shall be accurately weighed, and from that weight will be determined whether 
the contract requirement of seven days’ supply of coal in the bunkers has been 
fulfilled, The power exerted by the engine will also be accurately ascertained. 
A fulldeck and steam log will be kept during the trial and embodied in extenso 
in the final report of the board, Atthe commencement of the trial the vessel 
will have all her fuel weights on board, and be at her deep-load draught of wa- 
ter, The coal will be anthracite, selected by the contractor for the vessel. No 
payments will be made on the vessels or for anything in connection with them 
until after the trial, and on the certificate of the board that the entire contract 
stipulations have been satisfactorily performed. 

hat for the purposes of this act the sum of $1,800,000 is hereby appropriated 
for the frigate, and the sum of $1,400,000is hereby appropriated for the corvette ; 
and no contract shall be awarded for bids exceeding these sums for the respect- 
ive vessels, And for the incidental expenses of inspection, &c.,the further sum 
of $12,000 is hereby appropriated. 

That all acts or parts of acts conflicting with the provisions of this section are 
hereby oe 

Provided, That in making the contracts herein referred toa stipulation may 





be made that if the rate of speed is secured greater than that herein provided | 


for, increased compensation not exceeding 10 per cent. therefor may he paid, 
and for which purpose a sum sufficient is hereby appropriated. 


The coal consumed during a trial | 
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The CHAIRMAN Phe question is en agreeing to 
which has has just been read 

Mr. HISCOCK. I make the point of order on it that it is new lei 
lation and does not decrease expenditure. 

The CHAIRMAN The Chair overrules the poimt of order Mir. 
HOLMAN rose.] For what purpose does the gentleman from Indiana 


rise? 


the SUSIE 


Mr. HOLMAN I desire to move an amendment to the original t 
The CHAIRMAN wo amendments are already pending 
Mr. HOLMAN. Iam not aware that two amendments are pending 


to perfect the original text 
The CHAIRMAN, There is an any 
gentleman trom New Jersey [ Mi 


Hanes 


t ye nadine otered hy thre 
ROBESON |, 


tmendment 
rhe tirst 
wl i h 


and another 
HARRIS] 
question is on the amendment of the gentleman from New Jersey 
the Clerk will read 

The Clerk read as follows 


In line 380, after the word “thousand insert the we 


The Clerk read as follows 


Strike out, in lines S89 and 
lien thereof the following : 
By and under the contract with the lowest and best responsible bidder or bid 
ders, made after at least sixty days’ advertisement published in five of the lead 
ing newspapers of the United States inviting proposals for constructing said 
Vessels, subject to allsuch rules and regulations, superintendence, and provisions 
as to bonds and security for the due completion of the work as the Seeretary ot 
the Navy shall preseribe And no such vessel shall be accepted unless cor: 
pleted in strict conformity with the contract.’ 


Mr. ROBESON. 
The CHAIRMAN. 
Mr. ROBESON. | accept if 

Mr. HISCOCK. Let us vote on it. 

The question being taken on agreeing to Mi 


<4), the words © contracted for only tnd insert 


Is that an amendment to the original text? 
It is. 


HoLMAN’S amendment, 


on a viva voce vote the Chair stated that the ‘aves’? had it 
Mr. THOMAS. L call for a division. 
The committee divided; and there were—ayes 95, noes 2s 


Mr. THOMAS. I make the point that a quorum has not voted 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair appoints as tellers the gentleman from 
Illinois, Mr. THOMAS, and the gentleman from Indiana, Mr. Houman 

The committee again divided: and the tellers reported be 
noes 25, 

So the amendment was adopted 

Mr. ONEILL. I offer the amendment which | send to the desk 

The Clerk read as follows 


uVes 


In line 386, after the word “dollars,” insert the following 

* And for the construction of all which the Secretary of the Navy shall invit« 
proposals from all American ship-builders whose ship-yards are fully equipped 
for building and repairing iron and steel ships, and con 
chinery, and boilers 


Mr. O'NEILL. 
SON ] accepts that 
Mr. ROBESON. 


tructors of ecnewines, mia 


l think the gentleman from New Jerse y { Mr. Ropt 


Yes,*sir. 


The question being taken on Mr, O'NEILL'S amendment, it) wa- 
adopted. 

Mr. BAYNE. Lollfer the amendment which I send to the desk 

The Clerk read as follows 

Strike out beginning at the word “two,” in line 381, down to and ineluding the 


word “ dollars,” in line 586, namely, these words: 

Two steel cruisers of not more than 5,000 nor less than 2,500 tons displaceme 
each, and one dispatch-boat, as recommended by the naval advisory board it 
report of December 20, 1s82, $1,500,000, 

Mr. TALBOTT. Let the amendment be again reported 

The amendment was again read. 

Mr. BAYNE. That leaves but one vessel to be built 

The CHAIRMAN. Debate is not in order 

The question being taken on Mr. BAYNE’S amendment by a 
vote, the Chair stated that the ‘‘noes’’ had it 

Mr. BAYNE. I eall fora division. 

The committee divided; and there were ayes 1% 

Mr. BAYNE. Ido not call for further count 
So the amendment was not agreed to 
Mr. ELLIS. I move an amendment to the original text. 

The CHAIRMAN. The Clerk will read the amendment 

The Clerk read as tollows: 

In line 39, after the word ‘“‘ Navy,” insert the following 

‘Shall purchase from American manufacturers of domestic materials the stee! 
beams, angles, ties, rods, channels, plating, and other materials entering into the 
construction and repair of the vessels hereby provided for, and shall give all man 
ufacturers of such materialsin the United States who desire to bid and can furnish 
| the material in accordance with the requirements of the Department an oppor 

tunity so to do, and the said materials shall be purchased from the lowest respon 
| sible bidder.”’ 


mt 
it 


vd voce 


The question was taken upon the amendment; and upon a division 


there were—ayes 12, noes 45. 
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So (there being no further count called for) the amendment was not 
agreed to. P r 

The question was then taken upon the substitute of Mr. WHITTHORNE 
for the amendment of Mr. HArRts, of Massachusetts; and it was not 
agreed to. 

The amendment of Mr. Harris, of Massachusetts, was then not 
agreed to. F , 

The Clerk resumed the reading of the bill, and read the following: 

For investigating and testing the practicability of deflective armor, $20,000. 


Mr. HARRIS, of Massachusetts. I move to amend the paragraph 
just read by striking out the word ‘‘armor’’ and inserting in lieu thereof 
the words ‘* turrets designed by Passed Assistant Engineer N. B. Clark;’’ 
so that it will read: 


For investigating and testing the practicability of deflective turrets designed 
by Passed Assistant Engineer N. B. Clark, $20,000. 


A word of explanation. The Secretary of the Navy has lately sent 
to this House a letter on the subject, in which he asks for an appro- 
priation of $20,000 for investigating and testing the practicability of 
deflective turrets for monitors, to test the system invented by Passed 
Assistant Engineer Clark. For some reason the Committee on Appro- 
priations have left out that designation. I have been informed that a 
request was made that it should be left out in order that other systems 
of deflective armor might be tested. I call attention to the following 
communication from the naval advisory board: 


NAVAL Apvisory Boarp, Washington, January 4, 1883. 


Sin: The board having examined the plans submitted on the 3d instant by N, 
B. Clark, passed assistant engineer, United States Navy (retired), for deflecting 
turrets for monitors, desires that before making recommendations for the tur- 
ret armament and protection of the monitors of the Miantonomoh class that 
opportunities may be afforded for a full investigation of the practicability of 
thesedesigns. Mr. Clark's plans embody features that are novel and entitle them 
to thorough experimental tests, and these tests, while determining the absolute 
value of the type of turret, would also be of the greatest value in perfecting the 
manufacture of such material as in any event is absolutely necessary for steel 
deck-plating 

The lack of experiments upon deflective armor, excepting a few isolated and 
not entirely favorable tests, makes it of the greatest importance that the board 
should have the result of such experiments as could be easily made, 

Since the turrets submitted are claimed to be applicable to monitors, the ex- 





perimental tests should be of such a character as should demonstrate the value 
of armor arranged as proposed by Mr. Clark compared with the ordinary cylin- 
drical disposition, and as thirteen inches of armor can be applied without difli- 
culty to the cylindrical type, Clark’s turrets should, therefore, give efficient pro- | 
tection against projectiles actuated by a force sufficient to pierce a 13-inch steel 
or steel-faced vertical target, or not less than 200 foot-tons of energy per inch of | 
shot's circumference, 
An appropriation of $20,000 will enable these experiments to be carried out. 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
R. W. SHUFELDT, 
Commodore, United States Navy, President of the Board. 
lion. W. EF, CHanpirr, 
Secretary of the Nary. 


I think that inasmuch as Passed Assistant Engineer Clark first brought 
this subject to the attention of the naval authorities, has perfected his 
plans, and submitted them to the naval advisory board, it would be an 
act of gross injustice to divert this sum in any way from the purpose 
for which it was intended. I believe in protecting Mr. Clark, and in- 
suring to him the investigation of that system of deflective turrets 
which he has voluntarily offered to the Government. I now yield to 
the gentleman from Pennsylvania [Mr. Curtyy]. 

The CHAIRMAN. The gentleman has one minute left. 

Mr. SPRINGER. I move to strike out the last word, and will yield 
my time to the gentleman from Pennsylvania. 

Mr. CURTIN. There seems to be a geheral disposition in this House 
in some way to provide for the construction of a navy commensurate 
with the power and consequence of this great nation in the family of 
nations of the world. For one week we have heard of the defects of our 
Navy, of its ordnance, of its means of protection and defense as well as 
its power for aggressive warfare, 

We have adopted legislation to provide for repairing the old moni- 
tors when the principles upon which they were constructed and their 
usefulness in time of war have passed away before the improvements of 
science by other nations. Now, here is a scientific man, an engineer of 
the Navy, who has been lying upon his back for years on account of 
injuries received during the war, and who has worked out a system 
which has been approved by the naval advisory board, by scientific 
men, and which has received the approbation of every member of Con- 
gress who has called to see him. 

He has proposed a new system of armor which will be quite novel 
and will afford a meansof defense as well as of offense, and which meets 
the approbation of practical and scientific men. It is asked on his be- 
half that the sum of $20,000 only shall be appropriated for the purpose 
of testing his invention. 

Now, while I have full confidence in the Departments of this Gov- 
ernment, while I have no word of reproach or want of confidence to 
utter in regard to any Department or bureau of the Government, I do 
trust it will be the pleasure of this House to appropriate this money so 
as to carry out the plan suggested by Lieutenant Clark, and not have 


it diverted for the benefit of other persons who may have plans of a 
similar nature. : 





This man has no means of approaching members of this House. He 


is upon his back, a wounded and broken man. In that position his 
active mind, with his scientific knowledge and practical experience, has 
worked out a plan which may enable this nation to make a great ad- 
vance in the armament of ships of war. 

I trust that this man, whom Iam glad to say I got into the Navy 
during the war, who was born in the great State which I have the honor 
in part to represent, shall receive from Congress the approbation of his 
plan, and that the money which is to be appropriated in this paragraph 
shall be given to the man who devised this plan and not be diverted by 
any official of the Government to any other purpose. 

The amendment of Mr. HARRIS, of Massachusetts, was then adopted. 

The Clerk read as follows: 


NAVAL ACADEMY, 


For pay of professors and others: For two professors, namely, one of mathe- 
matics and one of chemistry, at $2,500 each ; three professors (assistants), namely, 
one of physics, one of Spanish, and one of English studies, history, and law, at $2,- 
200 each ; six assistant professors, namely, four of French, one of English studies, 
history, and laws, and one of drawing, at $1,800 each ; sword-master, at $1,500, and 
two assistants, at $1,000each ; boxing-master and gymnast, at $1,200; assistant li- 
brarian, at $1,400; secretary of the Naval Academy, $1,800; three clerks to Super- 
intendent, at $1,200, $1,000, and $800, respectively ; one clerk to commandant of 
cadets, $1,200; one clerk to paymaster, $1,000; one dentist, $1,600; one baker, 
$600; one mechanic in department of physics and chemistry, $730; one messen- 
ger, $288; one cook, 50; one messenger to Superintendent, $600; one ar- 
morer, $529.50; one gunner’s mate, $469.50, and one quarter-gunner, $409.50; one 
cockswain, $469.50; one seaman in the department of seamanship, at $349.50; 
six attendants at recitation rooms, library, store, chapel, and offices, at $240 each ; 
one band-master, $528; twenty-one first-class musicians, at $348 each; seven 
second-class musicians, at $300 each; one attendant in the department of astron- 
—_ one in the department of physics and chemistry, at $300 each; in all, 

ae. 

Mr. RICHARDSON, of South Carolina. I move toamend the para- 
graph just read by adding to it that which I send to the Clerk’s desk. 

The Clerk read as follows: 


Provided, That the appointment of naval cadets provided for by the act of 
August 5, 1882, shall be made by the academic board of the Naval Academy in 
the order of merit upon such tests as shall be determined by said board, and to 
be by it applied at the conclusion of their six years’ course. 

Mr. RICHARDSON, of South Carolina. Mr. Chairman, the amend- 
ment which I have submitted does not increase expenditures; does not 
make any increase in the number of naval cadets who may be ap- 
pointed. It simply provides that the test for determining who are to 


receive these appointments shall be applied at the end of six years in- 


stead of four years. The amendment will thus correct an injustice 
which J am satisfied was not intended to be inflicted by the act of Au- 
gust 5, 1882. This injustice affects only two classes that will graduate 


| at that institution—the class that has one year’s sea-service to perform 


after 1882 and the class that has two years’ sea-service to perform. 
The objection to the act of 1882 with reference to these two classes is 
that it absolutely designates, as much as if the young men were indi- 
cated by name—A, B, C, D, &e.—those who are to receive these ap- 
pointments. 

Letters from the young men of these two classes say to us, ‘‘It is no 
use for us to go any further; nothing that we can do, no preparation 
which we may hereafter make can exempt us from the operation of 
that law which absolutely determines the favored ten who are to re- 
ceive these appointments.’’ This amendment simply provides that the 
test upon which the appointments are to be decided shall be made at 
the time of appointment, not two years before. No matter how good 
an examination these young men may pass at the end of four years, who 
can tell how inefficient they may become in the course of two vears 
more by reason of vicious habits? 

I think there can be no objection to this amendment. 

Mr. RANDALL. The amendment is right. 

Mr. HISCOCK. If any more speeches are made upon it I think I 
must make a point of order. 

Several MEMBERS. Too late! 

The amendment was adopted. 

The Clerk read as follows: 

For necessary repairs of public buildings, pavements, wharves, and walls in- 
closing the grounds of the Naval Academy, and for improvements, repairs, and 
furniture and fixtures, $21,000, 

Mr. SHALLENBERGER. I move to amend by adding to the para- 
graph just read the proviso which I ask the Clerk to read. 

The Clerk read as follows: 

Provided, That no app ion for improvements or repairs at the Naval 
Academy shall be construed to authorize, or be applied to, an entirely new build- 
ing for the use of the superintendent or other o ts of the academy. 

Mr. HISCOCK. I make a point of order upon that amendment. 

Mr. ATKINS. It is not liable to a point of order. 

Mr. HISCOCK. I withdraw the point. 

The amendment was adopted. 

The Clerk read as follows: 

For expenses of the Board of Visitors to the Naval Academy, $2,600. 

Mr. DINGLEY. I move to amend the clause just read by striking 
out the words “‘ two thousand six hundred dollars,’’ in line 475, and 
inserting instead the following: 

Sixteen hundred dollars : Provided, That in computing such expenses each mem- 


ber of said board shall receive for travel not exceeding 8 cents per mile traveled 


by the most direct route from his residence to Annapolis, and 8 cents per mile 


for each mile from said place to his residence on returning, and for all other ex- 
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penses not exceeding $6 per day while engaged in the discharge of the duties of Mr. ROBESON. I wish to get on with this bill as fast as possible. 
‘the board. | If everybody else was as willing and anxious to go on as I am I think 
Mr. ROBESON. That is all right. we could get through in an hour, but if two or three men are not will- 
Mr. SHALLENBERGER. I desire to submit a substitute for this | ing to go on they have the power to delay action. I am willing, if that 
amendment, which I think the gentleman from Maine [ Mr. DiInGLry } 


be the sense of the House, to meet here at 10 o'clock to-morrow and 
will probably accept as briefer and more to the point. vote on the amendments. 


The Clerk read as follows: Mr. HISCOCK. I understand the proposition is made to take a re- 
Amend Mnes 404 and 405 60 as to read: cess until 10 o’clock to-morrow morning. 
“For expenses of the Board of Visitors to the Naval Academy, $1,500, to pay | Mr. SPARKS. Let us adjourn until 11 o'clock to-morrow. 
mileage as now allowed by law and a per diem of $. } Mr. SPRINGER. If we take a reeess until 10 o'clock to-morrow 
Mr. DINGLEY. I will accept that as a substitute for my amend- | there will be a slim House present. 
ment. 


Mr. ROBESON. What doyou want the yeas and nays on? 

Mr. ROBESON. _I think we ought to allow a per diem of $6. Mr. SPRINGER. | want the yeas and nays on the amendment in 
Mr. SHALLENBERGER. Five dollars aday will support any gen- | Tegatd to Asa Weeks’s patent. ‘There will have to be a yea-and-nay vote, 

tleman at the best hotelsin thiscity or Annapolis. The mileage is now | Under the rules, on the passage of the bill. 

fixed by law at the rates named in the amendment of the gentleman Mr. HOUSE. I move the House do now adjourn 

from Maine [Mr. DINGLry]. Mr. SPRINGER. I think it would facilitate the passage of the bill 


Mr. ROBESON. All right. to adjourn until to-morrow at the usual hour, 
Mr. DINGLEY. I withdraw my amendment. Mr. ROBESON. I understand the previous question has been ordered 
The amendment of Mr. SHALLENBERGER was adopted. on the passage of the bill and amendments, and that the motion to re- 
The Clerk read as follows, under the heading of ‘‘ marine corps:’’ | consider has been laid on the table. 
For provisions, $60,000 | The SPEAKER pro tempore. It has. 
eet at é ; . The House divided; and there were—ayes 71, noes 83 
_Mr. ROBESON. I move to amend by inserting after the word ‘‘ pro- | _— Mr. HOUSE demanded the yeas and nays. 
visions the words ‘‘ for the Marine Corps, and for difference between The House divided; and there were—ayes 30. 
cost of rations and commutation thereof for detailed men. The SPEAKER pro tempore. Not a sufficient number 
The amendment was adopted. : . . Mr. SPARKS. [ask for tellers on the yeas and nays. 
The Clerk concluded the reading of the bill, as follows: Tellers were ordered; and Mr. SPARKS and Mr. ROBESON were ap- 
P.- 2 Loa thy “mer no sone of he Hie shall be smgteged on any shore | pointed. 
uty unless the retary of the Navy s' etermine that the employment of T . AeAl ided: <« » tellers re . aves 32 12 OF 
an officer on such duty is required by the public interests, and shall so state in rhe House ss idle a; —— \ le Pe bs a d ; ay — — S 96. 
the Sone SS ceapheyasent, and also the duration of such service, beyond which a -fifth having voted in the affirmative) the yeas and nays were 
time it shall not continue. ordered. 


Mr. SHALLENBERGER. I move to amend by inserting after the Mr. HISCOCK. If gentlemen will allow us to proc eed with the 
word “‘shall.’’ in line 618, the word ‘‘himself:”’ so as to vead “hall amendments until 6 o’clock we will then consent to an adjournment. 
himself so state in the ender of employment,” cx _Mr. ATKINS. I do not know what time the gentleman from New 
Mr. ROBESON. There is no objection to that. York dines, but I dine at 5 o’clock. 
The amendment was adopted. _ Mr. ROBESON. Let me make a suggestion to the gentleman from 
Mr. THOMAS. I move the following, to come in as an additional Tennessee. I propose that we proceed with the amendments until we 


section: ee —— by yeas and nays will be ordered, after which 
Any pay-director, pay-inspector, porsmamter, poened assistant paymaster, assist- levers) M J = Tl ~—— 
ant paymaster, paymaster’s clerk, or other ofticer or person who shall purchase Several MEMBERS. iat is right 


or pay for any stores, supplies, or any property whatever for the use of or on Mr. HUTCHINS. I object. 
account of the Navy of the United States, or any vessel therein, or any bureau of Mr. SPRINGER. I move to reconsider the vote ordering the veas 
the Navy, and who shall be offered any discount on the price thereof for cash | , 1 Shes: Se . 
or as an inducement for the purchase thereof, or for any other reason whatever, | #24 Days. Sn 
shall account therefor and charge himself therewith in the settlement of his ac- Mr. TALBOTT. That can be done; let us reconsider that vote 
counts, and any such officer or person who shall willfully fail so to do, or who Mr. BROWNE. Let us stav and vote on this bill 
shall accept 7 ae or gratuity of any kind or value whatever on account The SPEAKE R ene S ‘The Chade te ae ] H bas 
of or by reason of any purchase or payment made by him as aforesaid, shall on 16 SE LAKE pro fempore. ‘The Chair requests the House to be in 
conviction thereof be dismissed the service and imprisoned for a term of not | order; no business can be done in such confusion. 
less than one nor more than ten years, and fined not less than $100 nor more Mr. HOOKER. Reeular order. 
ee, Mr. SPRINGER. I make the motion to reconsider the vote by 
which the yeas and nays were ordered. 

The motion to reconsider was agreed to. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Does the Chair understand the motion 
to adjourn as withdrawn ? 

Mr. HOUSE. With the understanding suggested by the gentleman 
from New Jersey I will withdraw it. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The Clerk will report the first amend 





Mr. ROBESON. I do not see any objection to that amendment. 

The amendment was agreed to. 

Mr. ROBESON. I now move that the committee rise and report the 
bill and amendments to the House. 

The motion was agreed to. 

The committee accordingly rose; and Mr. RoBLNSON, of Massachu- 
setts, having taken the chair as Speaker pro tempore, Mr. PAGE reported 
that the Committee of the Whole House on the state of the Union had, | ment reported from the Committee of the Whole on the state of the 
according to order, had under consideration the bill (H. R. 7314) mak- | Union. Is a separate vote desired upon all of the amendments? 
ing appropriations for the naval service for the fiscal year ending June Mr. ATKINS. There is but one amendment on which I desire a 
30, 1884, and for other purposes, and had directed him to report the same | separate vote. That is the amendment relating to torpedoes. I donot 
back tothe House with sundry amendments. know of any others. 

Mr. ROBESON. I demand the previous question on the bill and TheSPEAKER pro tempore. A separate vote, then, will be taken upon 
pending amendments. 


: that amendment. Does any other gentleman desire a separate vote? 
Mr. ATKINS. Let us adjourn and take the vote on the amendments Mr. REED. I desire avote on the amendment relating to the pay of 


in the morning. the chiefs of bureaus. 

Mr. ROBESON. I will demand the previous question now and the Mr. ROBESON. I move to concur in all of the amendments except 
other question we can settle hereafter. the two named, unless a separate vote is demanded on some other amend- 

The previous question was ordered. ment. 

Mr. ROBESON moved to reconsider the vote by which the previous The SPEAKER pro tempore. The Chair understands there are but 
question was ordered; and also moved that the motion to reconsider be | two separate votes asked for, one upon the torpedo amendment, and the 
laid on the table. | other upon the amendment relating to the pay of chiefs of bureaus. Is 

The latter motion was agreed to. | it desired that the several amendments shall be read ? 


Mr. ATKINS. I will state that there will be three or four yeas and | Mr. ROBESON. 








No. 
nays on different amendments, which will consume more than an hour | ‘The SPEAKER pro tempore. The question is upon agreeing to the 
and a half, and I hope the gentleman from New Jersey will agree toan 


| other amendments in gross as reported from the Committee of the 
adjournment at this time. | Whole. This embraces all the amendments other than the two which 
Mr. REED. I hope the gentleman from Tennessee will not insist on | have been specially excepted and on which a separate vote is demanded. 
that when we have so much business before the House. We can as well | 
as not stay an hour longer to-night and pass this bill. | 
« Mr. ATKINS. I would rather meet to-morrow morning at 10 0’ clock | 
or come back here to-night than stay longer at this time. 
Mr. ROBESON. Let us have a vote on the amendments and see 
whether we can get through or not. 
Mr. HUMPHREY. I move that the House take a recess until 10 | 
o'clock to-morrow morning. 


X1V——99 


The amendments were agreed to. 

Mr. ROBESON moved to reconsider the vote by which the amend- 
ments reported from the Committee ef the Whole were agreed to; and 
also moved that the motion to reconsider he laid upon the table. 

The latter motion was agreed to. 

Mr. SPARKS. Now let us adjourn. 

Mr. ROBESON. No; let us go on and dispose .of the other two 
amendments, unless there is a call for the yeas and nays. 
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Mr. REED. I do not propose to ask a yea-and-nay vote on the 
amendment to which I have referred unless it becomes necessary. 

Mr. ROBESON. Read the first amendment on which a separate 
vote is demanded. 

The Clerk read as follow 

For the purchase 


Mr. HLISCOCK 


and manufacture of torpedoes 


That is not the first amendment. 


Mr. REED rhe first amendment is the one relating to the heads 
of bureaus 
Mr. THOMA? It is the first amendment adopted in the first sec- 


tion of the bill. 

The Clerk read as follows: 

After the word “ bureau,” in line 10, insert the following 

* Provided, That said chiefs of bureau shall receive no additional rank or pay 
over and above their regular rank or relative rank in the line or staff of the 
Navy by reason of being chiefs of bureaus.” 

The Ifouse divided; and there were—ayes 67, noes 68 

Mr. HOLMAN. I demand the yeas and nays. 

The yeas and nays were ordered, 42 members voting therefor. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The question is on agreeing to the 
amendment which has been read. 

Mr. ROBESON. Pending that I 
journ 


move that this House do now ad- 


LEAVE OF ABSENCE, 


Pending the motion to adjourn, the following leaves of absence were 
granted, by unanimous consent: 

To Mr. NoLAN, indefinitely, on account of sickness. 

To Mr. Murcn, for ten days from Thursday, January 25, on account 
of important business. 

The motion to adjourn was then agreed to; and accordingly (at 5 
o'clock and 35 minutes p. m.) the House adjourned. 





PLTITIONS, LTC, 


The following petitions and papers were laid on the Clerk’s desk, 
under the rule, and referred as follows: 

By Mr. BELMONT: The petition of merchants, owners, masters, 
and pilots of vessels, of Bay Shore, Long Fsland, and of keepers and 
crews of United States life-saving stations Nos. 34, 35, and 36, New 
York, protesting against the transfer of the revenue-marine service to 
the Navy Department—severally to the Committee on Commerce. 

By Mr. BISBEE: The petition of W. B. Watson and others, engaged 
in the coasting trade of the United States, asking that a light-ship be 
placed at Cape Hatteras—to the same committee. 

By Mr. S. S. FARWELL: The petition of Samuel Van Sant and 
others, and of W. 1°. Coan and others, for an appropriation for the im- 
provement of the navigation of the Mississippi River at Des Moines 
Rapids—severally to the same committee, 

ty Mr. IILTT: The petition of the mayor and aldermen of Galena, 
Illinois, for an appropriation for continuance of immigrant inspection 
service—to the Select Committee on the Public Health. 

By Mr. HUTCHINS: The petitions of citizens of New York for a re- 
duction of the duty on sugar—severally to the Committee on Ways and 
Means 

By Mr. RANDALL: The petition of Delaware River pilots, against 
the transfer of the revenue-marine service to the Navy Department— 
to the Committee on Commerce. 

By Mr. RANNEY: The petition of the Boston (Massachusetts) Bal- 
lot-box Manutacturing Company, relative to patent ballot-boxes—to 
the Committee on Elections. 

By Mr. RAY: The resolutions adopted by the New Hampshire State 
Girange, praying for the passage of a bill placing the Department of 
Agriculture on an equal footing with other Departments of the Govern- 
ment, &c.—to the Committee on Agriculture. 

By Mr. REED: The petition of Perry and Flint and others, of 
Jacob McClellan and others, citizens of Portland, Maine, and of Jas. 
FE. Goldthwait and others, keepers and surfmen of the Life-Saving Serv- 
ice, protesting against the transfer of the revenue marine to the Navy 
Department—severally to the Committee on Commerce. 

By Mr. ROSECRANS: The petition of citizens of San Diégo, Cali- 
fornia, praying Congress for action to enforce their rights against the 
Texas Vacilic Railroad—to the Committee on Pacific Railroads. 

By Mr. SPOONER: The petition of Ralph E. Dodge and others, em- 
ployed in life-saving stations Nos. 3, 4, and 5, district of Rhode Island, 
protesting against the transfer of the revenue marine to the Navy De- 
partment —to the Committee on Commerce. 

By Mr. WASHBURN: The petition of Durant, Wheeler & Co., for 
an appropriation for improvement of the navigation of the Mississippi 
River at Des Moines Rapids—to the same committee. 


The following petitions, praying that Congress will not adopt any 
lower rate of duties on any foreign manufactured products than are rec- 
ommended by the Tariff Commission, were presented and referred to 
the Committee on Ways and Means: 

By Mr. BAYNE: Of Thomas Clark and 70 others, employés of the 
United States Iron and Tin-Plate Company of McKeesport, Allegheny 
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County, and of James K. Verner and 89 others, employs of the Pj: 
burgh Forge and Iron Company, of Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania. 

By Mr. BELTZHOOVER: Of L. R. Spong, J. P. Wilbar, ang :y 
others, employés of the Harrisburgh (Pennsylvania) Nail Works 
West Fairview, Pennsylvania. 

By Mr. CAMPBELL: Of workingmen of Cove Forge, Blair Coup: 
Pennsylvania. 

By Mr. CONVERSE: Of employés of the Union Furnace Compa 
of Hocking County, Ohio. 

By Mr. CURTIN: Of iron-workers, of Centre County, Pennsy!y.) 

By Mr. ERMENTROUT: Of citizens of the eighth Congressional «is 
trict of Pennsylvania. 

By Mr. ERRETT: Of 283 workingmen at Soho Iron Mills, of 219 
employés of the Sligo Iron Mills, and of 78 employs of the Pittshy) 
Steel Company, of Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania. ; 

By Mr. FISHER: Of citizens of Duncannon, Perry County, Pennsy) 
vania, 

By Mr. KLOTZ: Of employés of Neal & Son’s Furnace, Bloomsbure) 
Pennsylvania. 

By Mr. MOSGROVE: Of employés of Kirkpatrick & Co., 
burgh, Armstrong County, Pennsylvania. 

iy Mr. RANDALL: Of steel workers of Chester, Pennsylvania 


Le cl} 


SENATE. 
THURSDAY, January 25, 1883. 


The Senate met at 11 o’clock a. m. 
Rev. J. J. BuLLocK, D. D., Chaplain to the Senate, offered the {0) 
lowing prayer: 


O Lord, our God, Thou art full of compassion and gracious long-sufler 
ing, and plenteous in mercy and truth. 


We rejoice that all things a 
under Thy guidance and control, for Thou only art worthy to g 

We thank Thee for all Thy rich and manifold blessings to us, for al! 
our personal, social, and political blessings; and we pray that we ma 
show our gratitude by acknowledging Thee in all our ways, and }y 
cordial obedience to all Thy commandments. 

Bless our land and country with the choicest blessings of ‘iliy )) 
dence and Thy grace. Bless our rulers, the President of the Unit 
States, the President of the Senate, the Senators and Representativ: 
Congress, and all othersin authority. Guide and assist them in the di 
charge of their responsible duties. 

Most merciful God, we pray that Thou wouldst bless the solemn ser) 
ices of the day to the spiritual benefit of our rulers. May they be: 
minded by these services of their own mortality, of the importance | 
being ever ready for their departure, for they know neither the day nor 
the hour when they shall be called hence. We commend them to Thy 
fatherly care and blessing. Be with them in all the trials and changes 
of life; sustain and comfort them in the hour of death; and, finally, 
receive us all into Thy heavenly kingdom. We ask for Christ, our li 
deemer’s sake. Amen. 





THE JOURNAL. 
The Journal of yesterday’s proceedings was read and approved 
DEATH OF SENATOR B. H. HILL. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. This day having been set apart for 
services in honor of the memory of our late brother BenJAMIN I! 
I{1LL, the usual morning business will be dispensed with. 

Mr. BROWN. I submit the resolutions which I send to the chair 
and I ask for their immediate consideration. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The resolutions will be read. 

The Acting Secretary read the resolutions, as follows: 

Resolved, That earnestly desiring to show every possible mark of respect | 
the memory of the Hon, BenJamin H. Ht, late a Senator of the United States 
from the State of Georgia, and to manifest the high estimate in which his emi 
nent public services and distinguished triotism are held, the business of the 
Senate be now suspended, that the friends and late associates of Senator I1111 
may pay fitting tribute to his high character, his public services, and privat: 
virtues. 

Resolved, That in the death of Senator H1Lu the country has sustained a los 
which has been felt and deplored to the utmost limits of the Union. j 

Resolved, the Secretary of the Senate communicate these resolutions to 
the House of Representatives. 

Resolved, That, as an addititional mark of respect to the memory of the de- 
ceased, the Senate do now adjourn. 


Mr. BROWN. Mr. President, BENJAMIN HARVEY HILL, whose lile, 
character, and distinguished services are the subject of our present con 
sideration, was born at Hillsborough, in Jasper County, Georgia, ou t! 
14th day of September, 1823. His father, Mr. John Hill, was a gen- 
tleman of limited means, without a liberal education. But he was 4 
man of spotless character, of very strong common sense, and a great 
deal of will power, who always exerted an extensive influence in }i 
neighborhood and section. 

The mother of the distinguished statesman, whose maiden name wi 
Parham, was a lady of very fine traits of character, whose precepts and 
example exerted a most salutary and powerful influence over het 
children. Mr. and Mrs. Hill were devoted and consistent member ¢! 
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the Methodist Church. They lived and died in the faith, and were 
eminently useful in their day and generation. 

When the subject of this sketch was about 10 years old his tather 
moved from Hillsborough to the neighborhood called Long Cane, in 
Troup County, Georgia, which was his home unt il the day of his death. 
Mr. Hillnot only trained his children to habits of morality and Christian 
virtue, but he caused them to labor with their hands and earn their bread 
by the sweat of their brow. Beinga sober, industrious, and persevering 
man he accumulated prior to his death a considerable property, and 
was able to give to each of his nine children something quite respecta- 
ble to start life with. His son Benjamin was obedient and faithtul to 
his parents; he labored hard to aid his father. W hile he was quite in 
dustrious, he was noted as a very brightand promising youth. When 
he reached the age of 18 years he was very anxious to improve the edu- 
eation which he had been able to obtain in thecountry by going through 
a course in the University of Georgia. But as the family was large his 
father felt that he had not the means to spare and do justice to the 
other children, which were necessary to complete the collegiate course 
of hisson. After a family consultation it was agreed by the mother and 
by a good and faithful aunt that they, out of the small means they had 


accumulated, would furnish one-halfthe amount, the father furnishing | 


the other half. Under this arrangement the gifted son was enabled to 
enter the State University. Before he left home he promised his mother, 
ifthe means could be raised to enabie hin to complete his collegiate 
course, that he would take the first honor in his class. 

In the university the young student was industrious, attentive, and 
energetic. His progress was rapid, and his mental development very 
gratifying to his numerous friends in the university and elsewhere, who 
watched his progress and the development of his genius with great prid 
and gratification. When the commencement came at the end of th 
senior year, the faculty unanimously awarded the first honor to young 
Hitt. He also took all the honors of the literary society to which he 
belonged. Andina familiar letter to a friend he said within the last 
few years that was the proudest day of his life, and that nothing ever 
afforded him more gratification than it did to write to his mother the 
news that filled his heart with so much joy. 

Soon after the close of his collegiate career Mr. HILL was married to 
Miss Caroline Holt, of Athens, Georgia, a young lady belonging to one 
of Georgia’s oldest and most honored families; of good fortune, great 
amiability, beauty, and accomplishments. The happy and brilliant 
young couple settled in La Grange, in Troup County, where Mr. HILt, 
who had already studied law and been admitted tothe bar, commenced 
the practice of his profession. From the very commencement, the tact, 
research, and ability with which he conducted his carliest cases gave 
bright promise of his future eminence. He grew rapidly at the bar 
until he was soon employed in every important case in his county, 
and his professional fame spread into the adjoining counties of the State 
and he became the center figure at the bar in the courts of his circuit. 

In connection with his legal practice Mr. HILt purchased a valuable 
plantation, and with the slaves that he obtained by his wife and by in- 
heritance from his father, and purchased from time to time out of his 
incomes, he conducted the business of planting on an extensive and 
profitable scale. 

Mr. HILt started life an ardent Whig; and it could not be expected 
that a young lawyer of his brilliant talents could long keep out of poli- 
tics. In 1851 he was elected to the house of representatives of the Leg- 
islature of Georgia, where he soon rose to the position of one of the 
ablest debaters and most influential members of that body. Atter the 
Legislature adjourned he resumed the practice of his profession with 
great skill and energy. 

The old Whig party having in the mean time been dissolved in Geor 
gia, Mr. HILL in 1855 became a member of what was known as the 
American party, and was nominated by that party as their candidate 
for Congress, in opposition to Hon. Hiram Warner, the Democratic nom- 
inee. The race was an exciting one. Judge Warner was one of the 
ablest and most profound men of the State, though not a distinguished 
orator. Mr. HILL. canvassed the district, and usually had the advan- 
tage everywhere in the popular applause. He was defeated, however, 
Judge Warren securing a small majority. 

In 1856 Mr. Hint was a candidate for elector for the State at large on 
the Filimore ticket. He canvagsed the State with great energy, ability, 
and eloquence. From the day on which he made his first grand effort 
m support of his candidate must be dated his recognition as the leader 
of his party in Georgia. During the campaign he met the leading 
Democratic speakers at various pointg He had an animated discussion 
with Mr. Stephens at Lexington, and with General Toombs at Wash- 
ington, Georgia. His most ardent admirers were entirely content with 
the ability he displayed in these contests with his distinguished oppo- 
nents, 

From that time forward his influence with his party was unbounded. 

ey not only trusted and followed him, but he controlled them abso- 
lutely. 

In 1857 the author of this sketch was nominated by the Democratic 
party of Georgia as their candidate for governor, and Mr. H1tLL was nom- 
fnated by the American party for the same position. We were both 
young and ardent. I was 36 years of age, he 34. We had never met 
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When Mr. HILL espoused the cause on this line, he did it with all 
the ability, earnestness, energy, and enthusiasm of his nature. He 
attended the first Democratic convention held in Georgia, and was the 


| leading spirit and director of it. In the fuce of the military, with un- 

| daunted spirit, he made what was known as his ‘‘ Davis Hall speech,”’ 

in the city of Atlanta, which, as a masterpiece of denunciation, phi 

| lippie and invective, has scarcely ever been equated, except in what were 

| known as his ‘* Bush-arborspeech’’ and his *‘ Notes on the Situation.’’ 

| The magie power of his declamation and of his denunciation were over 
whelming and terrific Probably no one of the masters of elocution 
who has lived on this continent has surpassed it. 

As the author of this sketch had afliliated with the reconstruction 
party, his course shared liberally in the overwhelming end terrific de- 
nuncietion of the great orator. Reference to the replies which were 
made to these vigorous assaults is not appropriate to this occzsion. The 
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period was a stormy one. The debates were bitter and even vindictive | 
on both sides. It was atime of madness. Social relations were sun- | 
dered in many cases, and there was for a time an upheaval of the very | 
foundations of society. During this extraordinary period, when the 
whole political fabric of the State seemed to rock amid the throes of 
dissolution, no one figured so grandly as Mr. HILL, and no one was so 
idolized as he. 

But the people of the South were doomed to an unconditional sur- 
render. We were compelled to accept the reconstruction measures. 
When we rejected the fourteenth constitutional amendment, the fif- 
teenth was proposed, and we were afterward compelled to accept both 
before we could be readmitted to representation in the Congress of the 
United States. 

After the reconstruction of the States was completed under the plan 
dictated by Congress, and the constitutional amendments were adopted 
and incorporated into and became part of that instrument, it was dis- 
covered by all that both the Congress and the courts would unques- 
tionably sustain those new provisions of the Constitution as part of the 
fundamental law of this country, and that the Government would be 
administered accordingly. 

In this state of things, in the fall of 1870 Mr. HiLL became fully con- 
vinced of the fact that further resistance was useless. And while he 
believed he had saved much to the State by the course he had pursued 
in rallying and holding the people together and organizing the Democ- 
racy upon a firm basis, he did not hesitate toadvise the people of Georgia 
to cease further resistance to what was then an accomplished fact. 

Seeing that further resistance was fruitless, he considered it would be 
criminal to continue to throw obstacles in the way of the Government. 
This announcement on his part exposed him for atime to severe criticism 
by those who did not understand his motives. But he was as firm and 
lion-like in maintaining the stand he then took as he had been in the 
terrible resistance which he made to the reconstruction measures as long 
as he entertained any hope that the resistance might be successful. 
From this time forward Mr. HELL renewed his allegiance to the Gov- 
ernment to the fullest extent, and did all in his power to produce quiet 
and contentment, which he saw were necessary to a return of peace and 
prosperity to our people. 

During the period that intervened, for the next two or three years, 
he pursued his law-practice with his usual ability and success, and also 
again embarked in a large planting business in Southwestern Georgia. 

But the people of Georgia were not content that he should remain a 
private citizen. They desired the benefit of his splendid talents in the 
national councils. And on the death of Hon. Garnet McMillan, who 
was a member of the House of Representatives from the ninth district 
of Georgia, Mr. HiLi, by an overwhelming majority, was elected to 
fill the vacancy, and he took his seat in the House. His course there 
is familiar to most if not all who hear me. Some splendid exhibitions 
of his oratorical powers in that body soon gave him an extensive na- 
tional reputation. His celebrated discussion with the distinguished 
Representative from Maine, Mr. Blaine, was one of the most memorable 
that has ever occurred in the House of Representatives. Each of the 
able antagonists sustained his cause in a manner entirely satisfactory 
to his friends. Heated, earnest, and almost vituperative as the debate 
was between them, they learned to know each other’s ability and worth. 
Each was soon called by his State to ocsupy a seat in this Chamber; 
and as their acquaintance was prolonged, it grew first into friendship 
and then into an earnest admiration of each other. The letter of con- 
dolence sent by Mr. Blaine on the death of Mr. Hii did honor alike 
to his head and his heart, and was highly appreciated by the numerous 
friends of the deceased Senator. 

As to the course of Senator HILL in this body and the splendid tri- 
umphs of his eloquence and his genius which have been here exhibited 
I need not speak. They are well known to the Senate, and will long 
be remembered by his friends, his compeers, and an appreciative public. 

As I have been compelled, in order to give correctly an outline of the 
life and career of the great Senator, to make a passing reference to the 
early antagonism and at one time bitterness that existed between us, 
it affords me great pleasure to state that in later life, when we knew 
each other better and were frequently thrown together, in times less 
stormy and less revolutionary, when it became our duty to consult to- 
gether to determine what was most for the public good and what would 
soonest restore prosperity to our State and our section, our relations 
were changed 

I had retired from public life and had no expectation that I should 
ever enter it again. But I was unwilling that Mr. HILL’s splendid 
talents should be confined simply to the practice of his profession, and 
I desired to see him in the councils of the Union. 

When he ran for¢he House of Representatives, though not in his dis- 
trict, I had a host of friends there who sustained him. When he be- 
came a candidate for the Senate my friends held the balance of power; 
and while I had great regard for the gentleman who then occupied the 
seat, I felt that Mr. H1ILy could do more to serve the State in that ca- 
pacity than the incumbent. Therefore, when Governor Smith retired 
from the contest on the day of election my friends gave Mr. HL. their 
cordial support. 

At a later period, when I was called unexpectedly back into the 





service of my State and took my seat in this Chamber, he met me with 


the cordiality which our relations then justified. During our Service 
together that cordiality ripened into intimate and confidential trieyq- 
ship. He frequently said tome, ‘‘I regret that we had notsooner know y 
each other better. I regret that we were thrown, when young and ar- 
dent, into the positions of antagonism which we then occupied.’’ (ye 
of the last letters I received from him before the sad event which shocked 
the Union was fall of confidence and cordial friendship. Referring to 
the past, he said, ‘‘ Who would then have thought that you were dur. 
ing my lifetime to become my most trusted and confidential friend » 
No one felt more keenly than I did his loss, and no one shed tears of 
more sincere regret. A great man has fallen. The whole country fee}, 
the shock. Asa citizen he was patriotic, trusted, and beloved: as 4 
kind and indulgent husband and father few persons can justly be com- 
pared to him. 

Mr. HILL’s love for his mother, and the veneration with which le 
cherished her memory after her death, was beautiful and touching. |; 
was his habit when at home to go every day into his parlor where her 
portrait hung, and to look tenderly in her face, and to bow to her on re- 
tiring. A day or two before his death, when he was too feeble to sup- 
port himself without assistance, he requested his attendants to carry 
him into the parlor, that he might takea last look at the likeness of the 
face that wassodeartohim. Onapproaching the likeness he was visi} y 
affected. He gazed lovingly upon the form, and as his heart heaved wit} 
emc.ion and hiseyes filled with tears he said: ‘‘ I shall soon be with he1 
again.’’ Then, bowing most reverently and affectionately, he was borne 
from the parlor, never more in this world to look upon the form so ten- 
derly cherished by him. 

But, Senators, this sketch would be incomplete without a reference to 
the religious character of Georgia’s great statesman. AsI have already 
premised, his father and mother were earnest, devout, and consistent 
members of the MethodistChurch. Atfourteen yearsof age BENJAMIN 
H. HILL became a member of that church. He was faithful and zea! 
ous, and lived a very exemplary life. During the period of his yout! 
and early manhood he was noted for his religious devotion and his pict) 
For years after his happy marriage with his lovely wife he and his tin 
ily surrounded the altar daily together in prayer and devotion. 

Ata later period of life, when he became more engrossed with the courts. 
and absorbed in politics and other public duties, he was thrown much 
away from his home, and his mind was diverted to other objects, which 
made heavy drafts upon his time andattention. And during this mos: 
active period of his public career he was less attentive to his religiou- 
duties, which was afterwards to him a source of great regret. hu 
when the disease, which finally terminated in his untimely death, had 
seized upon him, its inroads were slow, and his sufferings were ver) 
great. During this long and trying period his mind reverted back to 
the family altar, to his church relations, and to his religious privilezes 
and duties. He calmly surveyed the situation and reviewed his |i\\ 
and his faith became still more firmly anchored within the veil. He 
met his sufferings with a patience and Christian fortitude that in its 
lessons and teachings were absolutely sublime. 

While his sufferings were intense and his pain often excruciating lv 
never murmured, butsaid: ‘‘Let God's will be done, not mine.’’ Noth 
ing pleased him better than the conversation of ministers of the Gospe! on 
religious subjects. He spoke of the atonement made by our Saviour 
of its efficiency, and of the hope that he entertained. He delighted 
to dwell on these subjects. While he suffered from day to day and trom 
night to night nothing disturbed his equanimity, nothing for a moment 
brought a murmur to his lips. Brilliant and splendid as had been 
many of the triumphs of his life, his Christian resignation and fortitude 
and his triumph in death were much more brilliant, much more su!)- 
lime. 

When his powers of speech had failed and his once eloquent ton,11 
had ceased to articulate and he was gently and peacefully sinking int» 
the embrace of death, that good man, Rev. C. A. Evans, pastor of lis 
church, visited him, and approaching him with great gentleness ani 
kindness, spoke words of consolation. The dying Senator, witha heart 
full of love and his countenance beaming with heavenly visions, afte 
struggling with the impediment that bound his tongue in silence, ut- 
tered audibly his last sentence: ‘‘Almost home.”’ 

Thus quietly and peacefully passed away one whose memory we «il! 
affectionately cherish. 

But, Senators, our late companion is not dead. He has passed behind 
the veil, and his form is no longer seen by us. His body sleeps in 1) 
grave, but his immortal spirit rests in the paradise of God. 

Mr. President, in the demise of Senator HILL the whole Union |. 
sustained a severe loss. But the affliction of the people of Georgia |> 
greater than any other can be; they knew him; they loved him; they 
honored and trusted him; they almost idolized him. And when it wis 
announced that BENJAMIN H. HILL was no more they bowed their heads 
in sorrow, and will long mourn their irreparable loss. 

But, Mr. President, Senator Hi. possessed intellectual qualities 0: 
the highest order. His genius was acknowledged by all. In debate li 
was surpassingly grand and convincing. As a logician he had tew 


equals; as an impassioned orator he had no superior; asa lawyer he oc 
cupied the first rank; as an advocate at the bar he was absolutely over: 
whelming; as an American Senator he was the peer of any one. 

When i reflect upon the great oratorical powers of Senator HILL, the 
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splendor of his genius, the simplicity of his heart, and the patriotic | 
impulses of his nature, as I had learned in later life to know them, I 
conclude that the day is not distant when some great American poet, 
burning with patriotic zeal as well as poetic fire, will weave into verse a 
tribute to his raemory 23 glowing and as just as the immortal English 
bard paid the great Irish orator when Byron sang: 

Ever glorious Grattan! the best of the good ! 
So simple in heart, so sublime in the rest; 
With all which Demosthenes wanted endued, 
And his rival or victor in all he possessed. 


Mr. INGALLS. BEN HILL has gone to the undiscovered country. 

Whether his journey thither was but one step across an imperceptible 
frontier, or whether an interminable ocean, black, unfluctuating, and 
voiceless, stretches between these earthly coasts and those invisible 
shores—we do not know. 

Whether on that August morning after death he saw a more glorious 
sun rise with unimaginable splendor above a celestial Horizon, or whether 
his apathetic and unconscious ashes still sleep in cold obstruction and 
insensible oblivion—we do not know. 

Whether his strong and subtle energies found instant exercise in an- 
other forum, whether his dexterous and disciplined faculties are now 
contending in a higher senate than ours for supremacy, or whether his 
powers were dissipated and dispersed with his parting breath 
not know. 

Whether his passions, ambitions, and affections still sway, attract, 
and impel, whether he yet remembers us as we remember him—we do 
not know. 

These are the unsolved, the insoluble problems of mortal lite and 
human destiny, which prompted the troubled patriarch to ask that 
momentous question for which the centuries have given no answer,—‘‘ If 
a man die, shall he live again?’’ 

Every man is the center of a circle whose fatal cirenmference he can 
not pass. Within its narrow confines he is potential, beyond it he per- 
ishes; and if immortality is a splendid but delusive dream, if the in- 
completeness of every career, even the longest and most fortunate, be 
not supplemented and perfected after its termination here, then he 
who dreads to die should fear to live, for life is a tragedy more desolate 
and inexplicable thau death. 

Of all the dead whose obsequies we have paused to solemnize in this 
Chamber I recall no one whose untimely fate seems so lamentable and 
yet so rich in prophecy as that of Senator Hi~i. He had reached the 
meridian of his years. He stood upon the high plateau of middle life, 
in that serene atmosphere where temptation no longer assails, where 
the clamorous passions no more distract, and where the conditions are 
most favorable for noble and enduring achievement. His upward path 
had been through stormy adversity and contention such as infrequently 
falls to the lot of men. Though not without the tendency to medita- 
tion, reverie, and introspection which accompanies genius, his tempera- 
ment was palestric. He wascompetitive and unpeaceful. Ie was born 
a polemic and controversialist, intellectually pugnacious and combative, 
so that. he was impelled to defend any position that might be assailed 
or to attack any position that might be intrenched, not because the de- 
fense or the assault were essential, but because the positions were main- 
tained and that those who held them became by that fact alone his ad- 
versaries. This tendeney of his nature made his orbit erratic. Hewas 
meteoric rather than planetary, and flashed with irregular splendor 
rather than shone with steady and penetrating rays. His advocacy of 
any cause was fearless to the verge of temerity. He appeared to be in- 
different to applause or censure for their own sake. He accepted in- 
trepidly any conclusions that he reached, without inquiring whether 
they were politic or expedient. 

To such aspirit partisanship was unavoidable, but with Senator H1Lt 
it did not degenerate into bigotry. He was capable of broad generos- 
ity, and extended to his opponents the same unreserved candor which 
he demanded for himself. His oratory was impetuous and devoid of ar- 
tifice. He was not a posturer or phrasemonger. He was too intense, 
too earnest, to employ the cheapand paltry decorations of discourse. He 
never reconnoitered a hostile position nor approached it by stealthy par- 
allels. He could not laysiege toan enemy, nor beleaguer him, nor open 
trenches, and sap and mine. His method was the charge and the onset. 
He was the Murat of senatorial debate. Not many men of this genera- 
tion have been better equipped for parliamentary warfare than he, with 
his commanding presence, his sinewy diction, his confidence, and im- 
perturbable self-control. 

Butin the maturity of his powers and his fume, with unmeasured op- 
portunities for achievement apparently before him, with great designs 
unaccomplished, surrounded by the proud and affectionate solicitude of 
4 great constituency, the pallid messenger with the inverted torch beck- 
oned him to depart. There are few scenes in histery more tragic than 
that protracted combat with death. No manhad greater inducements 
to live, But in the long struggle against the inexorable advances of an 
insidious and mortal malady, he did not falter nor repine. He retreated 
with the aspect of a victor; and though he succumbed, he seemed to con- 
quer. His sun went down at noon, but it sank amid the prophetic 
splendors of an eternal dawn. 

With more than a hero's courage, with more than a martyr’s forti- 


we do 


tude, he waited the approach of the inevitable hour and went to the 
undiscovered country. 


Mr. VEST. Mr. President, in November, 1861, I tirst met Mr. Ht 
in the provisional con,ress of the Confederate States. 

The confederacy was just entering upon its brief and stormy exist 
ence. Its capital had recently been removed from Montgomery to Rich 
mond, and Jefferson Davis by « majority of only one vote in the pro 
visional congress had been elected president over Robert Toombs. 

Surrounded by unexampled difficulties, moral and physical, isolated 
and alone, with the prejudices of the civilized world against 
them, and confronted in battle with overwhelming odds, the conteder 
ate congress was called upon to meet only the 
and emergencies attending the formation of a1 
grapple also with the exigencies and demands of a gre 
for conquest or policy, but for existenee. 

Mr. HILL had earn stly opposed secession up to the la 
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finding that the people ot Ge or@ia were determined 


LI 


ntire 
enuire 


ordinary questions 
Ww government, but to 
at war, a war not 
st moment, but 
Irom 


to separate 


| the Union, he surrendered his personal opinio nd pledged himselt 
| fully and unreservedly to the cause of the confederacy 
Opposed to secession, with habits of thought and education utterly 
averse to revolution, the strange vicissitudes of this stormy period soon 
| found him the Jeader of the administration party in the confederate 
congress. 
Within the limits of an address like this it would 1 her be possible 
nor proper for me to attempt an analysis of the causes which placed Mi 
| HILL in this position; but chief among them was the thet that havin 
once pledged himst If to the contede racy he could see no he pe ol 1cces 
except in supporting the president chosen by the people: and haviny 
so declared himself, his great ability naturally made hini the ment 


and defender of the policy 

Although surrou 
allel, and contronted 
personal rivalry, the at 
of a revolutionary era |} 


administration 






nded by difliculties and dangers almost withou 
HmLOn pH ril, it was 


trition of diverse opinion 


by a col very soon evident that 


and the fierce passion 


iad built Up mh st determined Opposition t My 

Davis among the leaders of the South 

That the preside nt of the Contederate States was loval to the pre ple 
he led, in every fiber of his nature, can not be doubted save by the 
blindest prejudice; and this being granted, whether he was mistaket 
in the conduct of the war or in the policy of his administration should 
be a sealed book To all thos who s\ mpathized i na Stilic rect \ h | im 
It is enough to say now that never was any public man i 
ponents so formidable as those who attacked the presiae Oi Com 
federate States 

Toombs, the Mirabean of the revolution; Yancey, whose lips were 
touched with fire, now the honey of persuasion and then the venom of 
invective; Wigfall, brilliant, awgressive, and relentless—this was the 
great triumvirate which assailed Mr. Davis’s administration No power 
of description can do justice to the ability, eloquence, or bitterness of 
the debates in which Mr. Jitu, single-handed but undaunted, met his 
great opponents As the war yn essed and the fortunes of the con 
federacy became each year more ck spel ite, the bitterness and violence 


of this parliamentary conilict increased, until scenes of actual persone] 
collision occurred on the tloor of the confederate 

The participants have passed beyond this world’s judgment, and the 
issues which stirred those fierce passions are dead with the government 
they affected, but the tew who heard these debates can never forget the 
matchless eloquence and logic that mingled with the roar of hostile 
guns around the bele aguered capital of the contfede racy. 

Reluctant toembrace the confederate cause, Mr. HILL was the last 
to leave it, and I well remember that on my way from Richmond, after 


senate, 


preparations had been made to abandon the capital, and it was well 
known that the cause was lost, I met him in Columbus, Georgia, en 
gaged in the task of rallying the people of his State in what was then 
a hopeless struggle When I told him of recent events, of which he had 
not heard, he said, ** All then is over, and it only remains tor me toshare 
the fate of the people of Georgia.”’ 

How well he redeemed this pledge the hearts of his people will an 
swer. Thrown into prison, stripped of all except life, his courage never 
failed, and in the darkest hour, when the wolves were tearing the vic 


tims of the war as the covote the wounded deer, his cloquent voice was 


never for one instant si!ent until Georgia, torn and bleeding but yet 
splendid and beautiful, once more stood erect in the sisterhood of soy 
eign States. Nor did he ever under any temptation so far forget his 
manhood and honor as to 

Crook the pregnant hinges of the kre 

Where thrift may follow tawning 


Accepting fully and without reservation all the legitimate conse 


quences of defeat, and resolute], future with its duties 
and obligations, he still retained his s¢ lire spect, al d never did he 

Bend low, and in a bondsman’s key, 

With ‘bated breath, and whispering humbleness 

Savy this 

Fair sir, you spit on me on Wednesday last 

You spurn’d me such a day; another time 

You call’d me—dog; and for these courtesies 

Pil lend you thus much monies 


HI 


’ voce } 
turning to tie 


Mr well, and uncer reumstances which enabled me 


] knew 
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to judge accurately his attributes and qualities. Likeall men of great 
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intellect, he was often accused of inconsistency because he absolutely | 


refused to be governed by theroutine thoughtof others, and had always 
the courage un opinion if he believed it erroneous. His 
courage, indeed, both of conviction and expression, was not excelled by 
that of any man, and his fortitude under the greatest misfortunes ex- 
torted the admiration of even his enemies 


to change 


In an age when calumny and slander are the ordinary weapons of 


political warfare, and personal scandal the most delicate morsel for the 
public appetite, Mr. HILL was not exempt from the attacks of the foul 
and loathsome creatures who crawl about the footsteps of every public 
man, but he bore himself always with a dignity which commanded the 
respec tof all. 

\nd what can be said of the heroism, the uncomplaining and unfalter- 
ing courage with which he met the irony of fate that brought him the 
torture of a lingering death in the destruction of that tongue and voice 
which had sooften awakened with theireloquence the echoes of this Hall! 

In all public and private history there is no sadder page than this, 
and from it we turn away in silent awe and reverence. 


In his political opinions Mr. ILL. was governed by the teaching of | 


Madison, and no one who heard his speech in the Senate on May 10, 
187), the greatest speech ininy judgment delivered here within the last 
quarter of a century, will ever forget his tribute to the statesman who 
can be justly termed the father of the Constitution. 

Sir 

Said Mi 


I want to say 


Mint 

here now —-and I feel it a privilege that Ican say it—l believe all 
the angry discussion, all the troubles that have come upon this country, have 
sprung from the failure of the people to comprehend the one great fact that the 
Government under which we live has nomodel; it ispartly national and partly 
Federal; an idea which wastothe Greeks a stumbling block, and to the Romans 
foolishness, and to the Republican party an insurmountable paradox, but to the 
patriots of this country il is the power of liberty unto the salvation of the people. 
Andifthe 


as to whether we live under a Federal or a National Government would cease ; 
they would understand that we live under both; that it is a composite Govern- 
ment; that it wasintended by the framers that the Union shall be faithful in de- 
fense of the States; that the States shall be harmonious in support of the Union, 
and that the Union and the States shall be faithful and harmonious in the sup- 
port and the maintenance of the rightsand the liberty of the peopie 

Mr. TLL. was not only an orator, but a lawyer in the front of his 
Profession 
all radical and revolutionary methods. In my conception of his in- 
tellect and eloquence 1 always associate him with Virgniand, the leader 
of the French Girondists. While neither will stand in history with the 
greatest party leaders, yet as orators and parliamentary debaters they 
are entitled to places in the first rank, 

ended are hiscontlicts, his triumphs and defeats. Thestrong, aggres- 
sive intellect is at rest 


the fierce democracy’? is hushed forever. 
ried away all ef the life that has ended, 
given a legacy more precious than that left to the people of Georgia in 
the memory of her great son who gave his life to her service and his 
latest prayer to her honor and welliare. 

Orator, statesman, patriot, farewell! Let Georgia guard well thy 
grave; for in her soil rest not the ashes of one whose life has done more to 
illustrate her manhood, whose genius has added such glory to her name. 


Mr. MORGAN. Mr. President, Alabama, the eldest daughter of 
Georgi, approaches this sad occasion with a proud but stricken spirit. 
I will utter no word in praise of the late Senator that all the people of 
that State and of the South will not sanction with heartfelt responses. 

This is an occasion when the pure serenity of truth need not be 
clouded with undeserved eulogy of the dead. It would be an injus- 
tice to the sincerity of his character, which his own history and ex- 
ample would condemn, to speak of the deceased Senator in terms that 
would be misleading. 

A strong and rugged character such as belonged to BENJAMIN H. HILL 
can not be correctly portrayed in the soft light of adulation or by mere 
smoothness of expression or in speech, tempered with hesitancy and 
‘ution. He was a bold, daring, and powerful man in his intellectual 
and physical organism, and his convictions when they were settled after 
due consideration were always the guide to his action and the measure 
ot his duty, He thought much, and examined with carefulness every 
unportant question that engaged his attention. 

When he was in error he was dangerous because of the fertility of his 
resources .A argument, his zeal and firmness, his tact in debate, and the 
ageressive energy of his mind, When he was right he was almost in- 
vincible 

Phese qualities naturally fitted him for the highest range of achieve- 
ments as an advocate and leader; but such was his independence of all 
control by the thoughts of others that he sometimes sacrificed the leader- 
shipot men whom he could have controlled had he made concessions that 
were not of vital consequence to him or to them. 

The people often made concessions to him to avoid controversy with 


one whom they greatly admired and were attached to with affectionate 
regard. 


ways result from their approval of his views, even on great questions. | for his acknowledged abilities. 


ople of thisecountry would realize that fact all these crazy wranglings 


| were the offspring of his own mind. 


JANUARY 25, 
He was, in the American sense, a great popular orator, whose powers 


were best adapted to great questions and important occasions, in which 
the rights and liberties of the people were concerned or the honor of 
the country was at stake. In such discussions he sometimes rose to 
astonishing heights of sublimity of thought and speech, which carried 
his audience with him until they seemed to lose control of themselves 
Ife had no faculiy of imitation, and his style of oratory was all his owy 
He had no model in rhetoric or logic that he was willing to copy. He 
seemed to have no thoughts that were his merely by adoption; they 
His eloquence was little more 
than a fervid statement of the facts or reasoning which had brought his 
mind to the conclusions which he was supporting; but it was so int« 
as to become almost irresistible. 

When speaking to the people, in the period just preceding the war 
when the argument was closed and a resort to other methods of defense 
had become a necessity, as they viewed the situation, he turned their 
thoughts tothe datiesand dangers of the people of the South and of thei: 
posterity. He reviewed with pathetic fervor their fidelity to the Consti 
tution and the Union inall former times of danger and trial; in the second 
war of independence with Great Britain, in the wars with the Indians, 


hse 


| who were supported by British and Spanish emissaries, and inspired by 


| 


the savage eloquence of Tecumseh; and in the war with Mexico; and 
feeling that they were threatened with servile insurrection and ultimate 


| degradation and the loss of all protection under the Constitution, he 





urged them to their duty with such power that— 
Each ravished bosom felt the high alarms, 
And all their burning pulses beat to arms. 
Mr. HLL. was a lawyer of great ability, but his self-reliant habits ot 
reasoning led him to seek for arguments rather than for precedents 
support the cause he wasadvocating. The special-jury system of Geor 
gia was productive of great alertness and skill in forensic discussion 
among the lawyers of Georgia, and in these he excelled. Senators 
will remember how much he relied on this faeully even in the discus 
sion of questions of the most intricate character. He always spoke ex 
temporaneously, and seldom made any use even of notes of refi 


4” 


nee 


| to authorities. 


His mind was broad yet analytical; and he was averse to | 





| of the rebellion of 1860 impossible. 
The clarion voice which could ** wield at will 


In thestrenuous controversy of high debate Le was sometimes sey 

but never with willful injustice to those opposed to him 
The only soil of his fair virtue’s gloss 
Wasa sharp wit, match’d with too blunt a will; 
Whose edge none spurned that came within his powe: 

His political career was shaped by the events of the most diflicul 
momentous period in American history. The success of the rebel! 
of 1776 by the strength of the Union it established made the succ 
But the questions that were lef 
open after the first rebellion to rankle in the bosoms of the people made 


| the second rebellion and the war that followed it unavoidable. 
Out upon the shoreless ocean his bark has drifted; but it has not car- | 


Never to mortal hands was | 


Mr. HiL., in common with other men of that period, understood that 
the third generation of American citizens were torced to settle by arms 
the questions that the first generation could not settle in the begin 
ning without giving up atl hope of uniting the States in a federal gov 
ernment under the new constitution. He, like many others, was com 
pelled by a sense of duty to change his attitude on questions of policy 
to meet the dangers as they arose and drifted with the current of events 
His fated duty and purpose forced him into resistance to the inevitabie, 
but the least destructive measure of resistance was what he always 
sought to adopt. Under such circumstances he was then, and more re 
cently, charged with reckless inconsistency. 

That was not a just criticism either of his character or his conduct 
He wasso far free from that weakness which is dignified with the title of 
pride of opinion that he did not hesitate to abandon his opinions and 
to disprove their soundness when subsequent reflection satisfied him of 
the error. It was this trait that gave color to the idea that he was vacil 
lating in his political convictions. 

If he were here and I could render to him in person the justice which 
he would most appreciate, as I render to his memory what I believe to be 
most true, I would say of his course in the beginning of the civil war 
and during the discussion of the events that led to it that no man then 
living was more sincerely devoted tothe American Union than he was; 
no man gave up the hope of its perpetuity with more intense sorrow 
than he did; no man more firmly believed than he did that the South 
ern States had just grounds for their secession; no man deplored more 
sincerely than he did that secession and war were made inevitable by 
the very provisions of the Constitution that men were sworn to support, 
and that could not in fact be supported in its provisions relsting to 


| slavery except by the power of the sword as against the will of a great 


majority of the American people, and when the crisis came, no man 


| was firmer than Mr. Hixu in supporting with his vote in the conven 


tion of Georgia the ordinance of secession, against which he had en 
tered his protest, but to which he gave his assent when his brethren had 
resolved that it was the only remedy left open to them. 
This is the true history of his motives and feelings in that time ol 
severe trial, which so honorably explain his conduct. In the light o! 


The ¥ : these facts there is a moral heroism in his course which raises his tame 
he tollowing of the people under his leadership did not al- | even toa higher eminence than that which is so freely accorded to him 
His fidelity to the Confederate States 
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could not have been greater if he had been the sole responsible author 
of the secession of each of the States. His devotion to that cause after 
had espoused it, and to the people after they were involved in war, 
Js to their hearts for a tribute, which they freely render to his 


he 


yppes “ ° : . 
Ta far exceeding eulogy and praise, the tribute of gratitude en- 


riched by love. None but the truest of men could hav e won this high 
distinction from the people of the South. He has won it worthily, and 
+ will continue to bloom amid the leaves of the chaplet with which 
hey have crowned him for immortality. 

fhe people of the South withdrew from the Union because they be- 
lieved that the Government of the United States had no longer the will 
or the power to protect their constitutional rights. They went out by 
the separate and independent action ot each of the eleven seceding 
States. Their reunion into a confederacy was itself a great task upon 
the statesmanship of the leading men of the South. Along with this 
task came the instant and inevitable work of preparing for a great war. 

In all these high duties Mr. HILL was an active and leading partici- 
pant as a representative of the State of Georgia. — 

lhe condition of these eleven States was perilous in the extreme, 
and required the highest order of capacity for government to direct 
them through these dangerous straits. The individual States had at 
mies in the field engaged in conflicts of arms before the confederacy could 
be organized under a provisional governinent 

Then immediately came the great struggle, in which all the people oi 
ul races, with only a few individual exceptions, were united tor weal 
or for woe. There was nothing on which the confederacy could rely 
for success except the devotion of the people to the cause which united 
them. Nothing was organized, and the material of war consisted only 
of resolute men. Without a military chest, or arms, munitions, equip 
ments, transportation, or supplies, the military resources of the 
federacy consisted of ten millions of people, of whom more than a third 
were slaves whose release from bondage depended on the success of thy 
arms of the United States. 

This population could not furnish and keep in the field mor 
half million of men even for ashortcampaign. Its total; 
strength could not exceed a million of men, within the extreme limits 
of military levies, during the whole period of a four years’ war. Their 
arms and ordnance stores, munitions, provisions, and transportation 
were to be dug from the mines and the fields, and hewn from the forests, 
ind constructed from the native material. They had to raise the cot- 
ton and wool for clothing their armies, and to build tactories to convert 
them into clothing. There was not a thousand thoroughly educated 
soldiers in these eleven States. They had little money, and no credit 
broad. They were shut in on land and sea by great armies and navi 
Chey had no fleet andno commerce. They had not the genuine sympa 
thy of any nation in the world. 

rheir adversaries were men of their own blood; powerful, warlike 
rich, determined; aroused with enthusiastic zeal for the Union and th 
supremacy of its laws; supplied with every resource of warfare, and sup- 
ported by the sympathy and assistance of many other great nations, 
whose people recruited their armies. They could put in the field as 
many soldiers as the confederacy could possibly muster, and still have 
areserve of population of 20,000,000 from which to draw other armies. 
This brief view of the situation will sufficiently show the general out 
line of the labors that Mr. HI. and his colleagues in the confederatk 
congress were called to perform. They courageously took up the task, 
which seemed too great for human endeavor. 

Their debates are not published, but the tradition that has reached 
us is that they were never excelled in ability and majestic eloquence. 
{t may be better that they have faded trom human recollection. There 
was little of personal rivalry in the confederate congress. The weight 
of responsibility resting upon all alike kept each individual equal upon 
the common plane of duty. It was the performance of duty, and not 
daring enterprise or moving eloquence, that was the test of a man’s de- 
votion to the common cause and of his ability to serve it in that con- 
gress. 


con- 


than a 
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According to this standard Mr. HiLi was honorably distinguished | 


among his colleagues, and was applauded by the people. 
of the people for him far exceeded mere admiration. There was a 
strong bond of affection between them. All the sympathies of his high 
nature were aroused by their sufferings, and grew into homage for their 


The regard 


virtues as he witnessed their fortitude and patience in the terrible trials | attained to the fullness of his growth in intellectual powe: 
left unfinished many noble plans for the 
Mr. HILL was not always wise, yet few were wisei 


of the war. He saw that their wealth was freely given to the confed- 
eracy; that they fed and clothed the army without the hope of com- 
pensation; that the poor, the widowed, and the orphaned took refuge 
and found comfort in their cheerful benevolence; that they gave up their 


remedies forthe wounded and sick which took the place of the ordinary 
hospital supplies and medicines which were denied to them. He saw 
that the women raised bread in the sun-beaten fields, with plow and 


hoe, and divided it between their children at home and their busbands | 


and children inthe army. He saw the mothers sending their sons forth 


to recruit the armies as soon as they were able to bear arms, and often- | 


times to take the places of fathers and elder brothers who had fallen in 
battle. He rejoiced in the heroic spirit of the people, and they felt 
that he was true to them. 
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Phe énd came; and with it came the dawn of a néw hope, only to 
spread its wings of light for a moment 1d then to fold them again in 
darkness 

With peace came t promise of restoration to civil liberty as it is 
proudly imperson Lin the character of the American citi Phat 
promise contained the esse il part of all for which the Sout! peo 
ple had fought for four weary and sorrow-burdened year They gave 
up the institution which provoking cause of the great contlict 
of arms, and felt id that there would no longer be occasion or ex 
cuse for a denial to t] ot the equal rights enjoyed by other American 
citizens They laid down the dl © the les upon these 


| that he was never wrong from willfulness, fo 
houses for hospitals, and gathered from the fields and forests the simple | inattention to the requ 


| sibility to God, his noble 


| that is «ternal, satisfi 


Though his work 





| Was not reluctant to 
fond constituer 

other duties whicl 

| confer on him 


| express conditions. But they we ievously disappointed, and, hav 
ing disarmed, they had no lon the privil of making honorable 
sacrifices to vindicate the righ They brooded in the darkness ofa 
hopeless doom over a loss Ww s ‘ ! le 
On such occasions me ] e olften co to have 
been fitted and prepared betorehand for the w Phe < the con 
fidence of the peopl and the | and the 
courage to follow they are led by the ) ‘ 1T 
Among this class of | ] n the Sou Mr. cOnSpPicuoRS 
In the events which followed th nder ‘andelo 
quence were dispiayed in their grandest ] \ ‘ t thr peo 
ple Ile was maddened with the thoueht that t L peo- 
ple who had struggled so gallantly and sutlei ! e vet 
able to have protracted the war indetinitely, did th em the 
rights which were exp Vv included in the « With an 
ruish of soul he 1 the wrones and hum it d on 
them undet the policy ot tl St ction « 1 . by 
which they were held si 3 als und tl hen 
they had bh n promised I ra u er th ‘ | 
When the military » Wil h made ti ! powell 
In Georgia, and the d ed | ple we incapable e did 
ot despain at \ uthe Ameri wher 
thie ple i tor justice } ] nad ] ded an 
audience ther i | I } | ‘ hit 
should be set tre ‘ ] HH ed 
the people of Geo | their 
chains, and he le \\ } 
other weapon but t f ( o 
I trength, 1 { } ‘ 
the depth ol } \ 
ru ly 
As when A 
Phrough | t I ‘ 
And 1 
Into the I 
o did this ma iro ’ i 
the deep-root desp ‘ 
her bordet Neither Gar i nor Gambetta were 1 pit tic or 
more int epid t! | t! l ’ ( t! th] u ed 
at their funeral! il i entl i becnu til 1 ed 
up the heads of ce | vie t oty mal ind 
reinspired them with hope, « 1 selfs nes And this 
cause the South mou { ) of | 1 em 
balms his memory 1 her t 
It is not appre utter all the pra our hearts would fain 
bestow upon him We prefer to | e something unsaid and undone 
for the present time to signify a tenderness of feeling for our dead who 
were great and cood that do« not now admit ol complet. expression 
I witnessed the burial of BENJAMIN HL. Hitt in the bosom of his 
native State. The people were there in observant masses lookin sadly 
|} on at the simple cértege that escorted his remains to the cemetery. 
They seemeil to ft that he had died mu h too soon to gather the full 
| wealth of his own fame or to confer on them the full riches of his coun 
sels. They seemed to think of him as of a warrio1 hance 
when he had put on his armor to win his greatest victoric n eagle 
stricken in its boldest flight; as an oak rive hn with lightnin the full 
| ness of its beauty and strength while spreading its k t clcome 
| the summer showers. They were proud that their sor honoring 
| alike to the living and the dead: but they were grieved that the sad 
| oceasion had sosoon arrived. They believed, and I do, that he had not 


1 that he 
good of tl ountry 


than he It can 
not be said of him that he was alwavs right, but it can be truly said 
: ] or from 
rements of duty 
Discarding all blind confidence in fate nddeeply sensible of respon 
nd just spirit lett tl briet ¢ tence for one 
| with the past and confident of the futur 
ere was not finished, as we VW Li Wuncatte , he 
lay down the great charge intrusted to him by a 
he believed that the Master had called hiin to 
s compared with his duties in the Senate, would 
excceding and eternal weight of glory ind 
d hence \ h rejoicing 


sO assured } 
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Mr. SHERMAN. Mr. President, we are often called upon in the 
midst of our public duties to commemorate the death of an associate 
who has shared with us in the labor and responsibility of official trust. 
But it rarely happens that the fatal shaft falls upon a Senator of such 
physical strength and mental vigor as Senator HILL. He had scarcely 
yet attained the full measure of national reputation to which his ad- 
mitted abilities would have raised him. The insidious disease which 
sapped his life not only filled his home, his family, and his State with 
pain and sorrow, but caused a sigh of sadness and respectful sympathy 
in every household where his patient suffering and premature death 
were known. 

I am not abie tospeak of Senator HILL with the fullness of informa- 
tion that his colleagues and personal associates have done. They tell us 
how he won and held in the highest degree the respect and esteem of 
his associates, that he has been honored with the confidence of the peo- 
ple of his native State, and by their suffrages for years has filled with 
credit many positions of public trust. We knew him as he appeared 
among us, a ready debater, an ardent but courteousantagonist, strong, 
earnest, and convincing. 

He came into the House of Representatives with a high reputation, 
and both there and in the Senate maintained and advanced it so that 
when the premonition of death came upon him he stood as high in the 
respect and confidence of his associates as any member of this body. 

He was a native of Georgia, educated in one of her universities and 
learned in the practice of law in her courts. He was distinctly a type 
of the Southern mind in its best relations to the affairs of life. 

Though his early life was spent under the influences of the institutions 
of his native State, and though its industries were then confined mainly 
to the pursuits of agriculture, yet in his early manhood he appreciated 
the important position which Georgia holds, as containing within her 
bounds the chief elements for manufacturing industries as well asa 
fruitful soil for agricultural products. 

He was, as I understood him, in early life attached to the Whig party, 
and mainly on account of the well-known position of that party in 
favor of the protective policy. He sympathized heartily with the 
present prospects that in Georgia there will be a rapid development of 
her natural mineral resources, and that the cotton grown on her genial 
soil and that of the ‘Sunny South’’ will be made ready for her South- 
ern looms and spindles. 

He had no regrets for the past in the brightening prospects of the 
future, but looked to his State, often called the ‘‘ Empire State of the 
South,’ .as likely to be improved and advanced by the results of the war 
to a higher plane of wealth, strength, and population. 

His hope was that his State would rise with fresh vigor from the mis- 
fortune and devastation of war by the building of railroads, the open- 
ing of mines of coal and iron, and by the tide of immigration and labor 
from other States as well as from foreign lands. 

Senator HILL was consistently a Union man before the war. He re- 
sisted the secession of his State until after the ordinance of secession 
was passed, While his views of the construction of the Constitution in 
later years differed widely from my own, yet I never doubted the sin- 
cerity of his opinions. To the questions that grew out of the war I do 
not feel at liberty even to allude because on these questions we were 
widely apart in opinion. 

Whatever his views on any subject, he always put them forth with 
the utmost vigor and clearness of expression. Endowed by nature with 
an ardent temperament, and cultivated by education in the use of all 
the gifts of speech, he defended his opinions with consummate ability. 
Whether in attack or in defense, he was an adversary to command re- 
spect in any form of debate. He represented in a marked degree that 
first quality of an orator—earnestness. His training in the practice of 
the law made him familiar, to a wide extent, with precedents and de- 
cisions, upon which he drew copiously in his arguments upon questions 
involving constitutional law and legislative and judicial power. His 
speeches were more remarkable for their clear reason than for their 
rhetorical felicity, and it may be said that the bent of his mind was in 
the direction of dialectics rather than of literary effort. 

As aman of fine natural gifts and high accomplishments, his loss 
will be felt not only in his own State and neighborhood, but in the 
councils of the nation; and after more than half a century of a well- 
spent life his countrymen will recognize, even in its close, the elements 
of a well-rounded career. 


Mr. VOORHEES. Mr, President, we halt to-day for a few moments 
in the great journey to say the last farewell words over a new-made 
grave. A comrade in the battle of life has fallen in this high forum. 
The skeleton foot of death enters with familiar step the loftiest as well 
as the humblest stations of human life, and again it has invaded the 
floor of the Senate. But yesterday a commanding presence moved in 
our midst which we shall see no more; a voice of powerful eloquence 
was heard which is now hushed forever; a towering intellect shed its 
light on human affairs which now has joined other councils than those 
of earth. A great and living force has gone out from this body and 
from every scene of mortal concern. 

Others have more fully spoken of Senator HrL’s life and public career 
than will be expected from me, but of his intellectual strength, his will, 





and his courage I have deep and lasting impressions. I first met him 
during the reconstruction of the Southern States which followed {)» 
war. Asa member of an investigating committee appointed by Coy. 
gress I visited Atlanta, and there met Mr. HILL for the first time. {js 
appearance and bearing strongly attracted my attention. The sti] jy). 
tensity of his pale, strong face, his firm, determined features, and ¢),. 
clear light of his steady, inquiring, and, as it seemed to me then, some. 
what distrustful blue eyes, combined to make on my mind the viyiq 
and striking portrait of a remarkable man. I recall vividly now the 
self-poise, the reserve, the circumspection with which he spoke of pub- 
lic questions, and sought to shelter from hurtful legislation all the jy 
terests of his people. He was not then taking part in national politic 
and I doubt if such was his intention, but when he was some time after. 
ward elected to the House of Representatives my opinion of his ahi}; 
ties and force were only confirmed when he immediately took a oo). 
spicuous leadership in that body. 

Of the merits of the heated controversies in which he engaged of cour 
I do not speak in this presence, but that he was the peer of the ables: 
whom he met no one will deny. His fame was at once national, ay 
his State only waited for the first opportunity to bestow upon him its 
highest honor. After Mr. HILi became a member of this body his 
daily movements and every word he uttered were marked and serut i: 
ized as those of a leading and important actor in public affairs. |), 
had been a representative man under an order of things and on «: 
tempted government which had crumbled to the dust, and he cout: 
not be less than a representative character here. To me it was alw. 

a curious and most interesting study to watch the workings of his }yri|! 
iant and fertile mind while he grasped the duties and the ideas of 1), 
living present, and at the same time with reverent care and devotion 
protected the motives and the memory of a cause into which he }jac 
poured the whole ardor of his earlier manhood. His mind was cs 

tially daring and progressive, and he did not seek to cling to prince plc 
and methods which had been tried and failed; he simply guarded wi! 
the honor of that vast cemetery in which the dead past lies buried. 

Standing, as I once heard him say, in the ashes of desolation, he sti! 
looked forward with an unfaltering trust to the dawn of a new day «1 
glory for his section, and of union and progress for the entire country 
He was a ready mounted knight, not looking back to past fields 01. 
counter, but prompt to enter the lists whenever and wherever opened 
Ife believed with Edmund Burke that statesmanship was the scicn 
of circumstances, and he addressed himself with wisdom and courig 
to the situation in which he found himself placed. This somectins 
caused him to be accused of inconsistency by those who forget thet (1. 
circumstances which govern the conduct of the statesman are them 
selves inconsistentfrom day to day. The law of the world is mutation. 

History is a never-ending panorama, in which the pictures are never 
the same. The same grand purposes and fact of progression are ther 
but the methods of public policy, the ways and means whereby go 
ernments are created and sustained, the measures which from tin: 
time best promote, foster, and encourage the welfare of the people, ar 
as various as the different conditions of mankind which have called 
them forth. The principles which have governed one generation ma) 
have to be discarded for the safety and prosperity of the next. I) 
wisdom of to-day may be the folly of to-morrow in the administrativ: 
measures of peace as well as in the tactics and strategy of war. 

Senator H1IL. always appeared as much alive to this great fact as any 
man I ever met in public life. He was always found on the skirmish 
line of advanced and advancing ideas, and in the constant encounters 
which necessarily take place on that line in the field of thought, tl 
lightning as it leaps from the sky is hardly more brilliant or rapid than 
were the operations of his mind. Indeed, so prolific was his genius 
when heated by the combat of discussien that it seemed at times to 
partake of the eccentricity of the lightning as well as of its brillianc) 
and power. But he was never allured in his most daring flights so tu 
that he could not upon the instant return to meet his adversary at thi 

recise point in issue. It was this quality, in great measure, and thie 
intensity with which he could identify himself with the actual matter 
in hand, regardless of what the past had demanded of him, which mad 
him the formidable antagonist and the resistless orator at the bar, on 
the hustings, and in the halls of legislation. 

Sir, a character such as I speak of has never in any age failed to cn 
counter determine! opposition and deep-seated hostility. The over- 
thrown antagonist, the routed adversary, never forget and are often slow 
to forgive. The impetuous assault in debate, the fierce invective, the 
nierciless sarcasm, leave wounds which seldom altogether heal. This 
was doubtless true of the public career of the bold, aggressive Senator 
whose loss we deplore; and yet to those who knew him well in privat: 
life how gentle, considerate, and kind were his words and hisways! \ 
simple circumstance of an accidental character brought about relations 
between us which revealed him to me in a light I did not expect, «!- 
though I had been acquainted with him for years. 

I saw the self-absorbed, distant manner melt away into the gentlest 
sunshine, I realized that when he gave his confidence at all he gave 1! 
entire; that when he trusted he did so without reservation and with an 
unlimited faith. While perhaps ‘he was lofty and sour to those who 
loved him not,’’ yet he had, in a bountiful degree, those elements 0! 
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nature toward friends which make man ‘‘sweet as sammer”’ to his 
fellow-man. As the world saw him during his active career he was a 
wartior with his armor on, his lance in rest and his visor down; but 
away from the scenes of conflict and in the midst of those who came 
close to him he was the unassuming, generous, confiding friend. At 
such times he always spoke with singular gentleness and charity of 
those from whom he differed and with whom his debates had been most 
heated and determined; nor do I think I ever heard him speak with a 
show of personal resentmentof such even as had dealt most harshly and 
unjustly with his name and fame. iS = 

sir, the combination of rare and high qualities of mind and heart 
possessed by Senator HILt not only account for the mourning of Georgia 
over his loss, but also for the fact that his death is regarded in every 
section as a national calamity. His power for great public usefulness 
was recognized in every quarter of our vast, expanded country. He 
had a glorious cause at heart, the construction and development of a 
erand harmonious future for the whole country, adjusting his own and 
the kindred States and people of the South to the existing conditions of 
the present day, and insuring them their full proportion of the honor 
and the wealth of the nation. What nobler purpose ever animated the 
human breast? But in the full meridian splendor of his mental vigor 
and his ripe experience, the unfinished task fell from his hands. That 
summons, to which every ear shall hearken and all mortality obey, 





| realize a home of peace and joy beyond the reach of disease or dk 


reached him at the zenith of his powers, and with his plans of future | 


work all spread out before him. 

When the light of the sun fades away at nightfall we behold the har- 
monious fulfillment of nature’s law; but when darkness comes at noon- 
day we are struck with awe at the mysteries of the universe. When 
eternity beckons to one whose labors are ended here, and who walks 
wearily under the burden of years, we sce him sink down to his rest 
with resignation to the decrees as they are written; but when death 
claims the great and strong, in all their pride of power and place, we 
break forth in grief, and question the ways of Heaven and earth which 
are past finding out. 

The hand of the reaper 
Takes the ears that are hoary ; 
But the voice of the weeper 
Wails manhood in glory. 

How capricious and various are the ways of death! On the first day 
of the new year there had gathered at the White House a vast assem- 
blage to pay honor to the President of the Republic. Talent, beauty, 
oflicial distinction, all were there. Heroes of the Army and the Navy, 
in the brilliant decorations of their rank, made their official obeisance 
to their Commander-in-Chief; the embassadors of distant courts, blaz- 
ing in scarlet and gold, paid friendly congratulations to the Chief Mag- 
istrate of the foremost commonwealth on the globe; thoughtful legisla- 
tors and ermined judges, men of letters, and professors of science stood 
in the same presence; female loveliness lent its enchantment to the 
scene; soft music charmed all the air; the rich odor of flowers came 
with every breath, and the lofty old halls and promenades were vocal 
with exclamations of happy enjoyment. Immediately at my side, in 
the midst of this radiant throng, stood one who was full of years and 
ofhonors. But the spirit of the glass and scythe was hovering even 
there, and at the touch of its icy hand I saw the venerable man of four- 
score sink down like an infant to gentle sleep. Without moan or sigh 
or pain he passed in an instant from the light, the music, and the per- 
fumes of earth to the world of eternal beauty beyond the sun. 

Fortunate man; fortunate in life, and still more fortunate in death! 
Not a moment in the dark valley or the shadow between the two 
worlds, he closed his aged eyes upon the joys of time to open them upon 
the brighter visions of eternity. But how shall the dreadful contrast 
which flashes on every mind be spoken? To the dead Senator whom 
we mourn to-day death came in its most appalling form, wearing its 
most cruel and ghastly mien. No circumstance of torture or of horror 
was omitted from the awful ordeal through which he slowly passed. 
He sought the aid of science, for life was sweet to him; but after he 
turned his face homeward, to abide the will of God, as he said, among 
his own people, the pages of human history in all their wide range pre- 
sent no more striking instance than he did of unquailing, lofty heroism, 
and of sublime submission to the decrees of Providence. 

The stoic philosopher of antiquity would have taken refuge in seif- 
murder from the frightful aspect worn by the Kingof Terrors on which 
the dying American statesman looked from hour to hour, trom day to 
day, and from month to month with unbroken composure. A little 
more than a year ago the world watched around the death-bed of the 
slowly dying President of the United States, and wondered at his calm- 
hess and courage, but to him there was administered daily hope. Not 
a whisper of earthly hope sustained Senator HILL as he looked long and 
steadily at his inevitable doom. And yet no murmur, wail, or lament 
ever escaped his lips; he uttered no word of grief or disappointment that 
the end of his pilgrimage was sonear; no agony of suffering was everso 
terrible as to extort a single cry of pain; he never appeared so great, so 
calm, and strong, as face to face with the mighty monarch before whom 
all must bow. And why was this? Able, self-reliant, and intrepid as 
he was, could he, unaided and alone, sustain with unclouded serenity 
of mind sucha conflict with approaching and painful dissolution’ Was 


there no one with him to soothe and to comfort as he passed through tl 
furnace seven times heated ? 

Sir, we learn that Mr. H1L1’s father was a minister of the Christian 
religion, and that he educated his son in the principles and th price 
tices of his own faith. 


Mt 


It is a fact also that when the son grew to man 
hood, and at every period of his brilliant and at times stormy career, 
this faith abided with him. The good seed sown in the morning may 
have seemed scorched by the sun, or choked by the thorns and cares ot 
the day, but it never lost root i: , 


1 his mind; and in his hour of trial it 
brought forth fruit more than 


an hundred-fold. It enabled him to 
ath; 
amidst his sufferings as martyrs have smiled 
Though ot approx hing death it might be said, 
Black as night, 


Pierce as ten furies, terri! 


Ile shoo 


it enabled him to smilk 
in flames at the stake 


< 
< a dreadful dart, 


yet the pale and wasted orator could tor himself truthfully exclaim 


**Death is swallowed up in victory His heart could utter. if his 
tongue could not, that loftiest pean of human triumph ever chanted o1 
the shores of tim: 
© Death! where is thy sting 
O grave! where is thy victory 
Sir, it is a deep and never-ending pleasure to know t 


of physical wreck, decay, and pain there came to out 
full abundance, and in compensation for all he endured, th 
precious consolations which this world can neither give nor 1 


He sleeps well in the soil of his native State. His memory L ve 
| main fresh and green in the hearts of his peopk Distant and 
generations will point out his name in the books which record 1) 
times as they would point out one of the brightest stars in the sky 
this is all of earth that remains for him. No more will this ereat 
} sating world with its high, stern battle-cries of conflict ar 





|} in unbroken and heedless majesty over the wreck which has : 


ouse his« 
spirit to action. The world moves on without him, " 


as the o 
The 


in her bosom. Great lives have perished at every st pin th 


( ity 
of time, but the giant march of events has not faltered nor the 1 ( 
of the world been defeated. 

The duties of the dead Senator are all finished. Even thi lomn 
occasion, with his name on every lip, isnothingtohim. Hissilent dust 
is alike indifferent to praise or blame, and his immortz! presence ha 
passed far beyond the call of human voices. But to us, the living, who 
stand where he so lately stood, this hour is freighted with 
and admonition. We are walking with un steps to the \ 
and each setting sun finds us nearer to the realms of rest Phe ileet 
ness of time, our brief and feeble grasp upon the affairs of earth, t] 
certainty of death, and the magnitude of eternity all crowd up 
mind at such a moment as this. They warn us to be in readiness, ton 
no one knows in the great lottery of life and death on whose cold, dead, 
pathetic face we may next look in this narrow circle They call upon 
us to think and speak and live in charity with each other, for the last 
hours that must come to all will be sweetened by recollections of such 
forbearance and grace in our own lives as we invoke for ourselves from 
that merciful Father into whose presence we haster 

Mr. EDMUNDS. Mr. President, others more nearly connected with 


the late Senator by ties of location, political 


sympathy 
intimacy have spoken of him as only those 


, tnd personal 
so situated can well do 

I will speak of him chiefly as he appeared to me in his public carees 
He was, 1 think, of the very highest order of intelleetual strength, both 
in his perceptive and reflective faculties. lle was able to perceive witi 
clearness the relations of public questions and the remote, but not les 
certain, effects of occurring events, when to many others the horiz 
was entirely clouded and indefinite, or clothed with a distorted and 
illusory promise. A Whig and American down to the time of the at 
tempted secession of the Southern States in 1861, he foresaw something 
of the future and opposed with earnestness and power in the conven 
tions of his native State the movement for secession. But when it was 
resolved upon and undertaken, he gave himself up to what he consid 
ered his duty to his State and was thenceforth among the 
sustaining the Southern cause. 

The notion of fidelity to one’s own State, whether her 
thought wise and right or not, is almost a natural instinct; and whether 
it be defensible on broad grounds or not, whe does not sympathize with 
it? Even in this body, whose members cr the United 
States, and are not in a constitutional sense any more representatives 
of the particular States that elected them than of all the other States 
and the people, it is extremely diflicult to free ourselves trom the feel- 
ing that we are the representatives of particular States merely and 
that we are bound to defend and promote the interests of their inhab 
itants without responsibility for the effect of what we do upon the peo 
ple of other States. Is 
the States, as well as the 
more secure and the 


ol 


foremost in 


course Ix 


Senators ol 


t not clear that the fundamental unity ot all 
security of the rights of each, will b 
National Government much 


much 
better administered, 


if we remember that our obligations and our solicitudes should be 
bounded by no arrangements of political geography? So thinking, 1 
look with large interest and sympathy upon the scenes and events in 
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which the late Senat-r from Georgia bore so conspicuous a part and | in the popular sense. He always addressed himself to the minds of 

upon the affection and confidence that the great mass of the people of | his hearers. I never knew a speaker of the same reputation wh aie 

that State felt toward him. And, differing widely from him in respect | less upon his imagination than Senator Hin.. In his OVET-aNxiety te 

of very many of his acts and opinions, I felt deeply for him, for his | fasten conviction on the mind he would often labor for the : 4 


family and for his people in the calamity that came upon him. And 
how much more tender our sympathy and admiration grew when we 
saw hi 
manly fortitude and the supreme happiness of Christian faith, and 
when 1 saw that all the evils of this weary life were powerless to 
alfect his soul, that rose ‘over pain to victory.” 

Such events as we now commemorate, interesting and solemn as they 
are and must be to each one of us, are the most common and the most 
certain ofall. The life of man, did it end with this earthly career, 
would be the most miserable of phantasms; but to those who see with 
the cye of faith beyond the narrow border of our mortal life ‘‘ the yoke 
ix easy and the burden light.’’ On this great stage of government the 
actors appear and act their parts and disappear to come again no more, 
but the grand drama goes on without interruption. When the greatest 
and apparently the most important administrators of government sud- 
denly depart there always comes forward from the body of an intelligent 
people some one to fill the vacant place and who is equal to the emer- 
geney of the time. While, then, we are touched with the suddenness 
of these separations, let us take comfort in the knowledge that ourcoun- 
try’s institutions flourish in larger and larger security, and that all our 
people feel more and more the depth and strength of mutual interest, 
sympathy and good-will. 


Mr. JONES, of Florida. Mr. President, it is not my intention to 
weary the Senate at this hour by rehearsing the story of Mr. HILL’s 
fame. Lverything interesting in his public life has been graphically set 
forth by his able colleague and the Senators who followed him, so that 
there is nothing left for me to do except to put on record my humble 
testimony of the value of a man like Mr, HI. to this country, and my 
sense of the loss which this Senate and the nation have sustained in 
our deceased brother's sad and untimely death. Insurveying the great 
field of life and noting the progress which has been made in every sci- 
ence and almost every department of knowledge, it would seem from 
the little advance or change that has taken place in the affairs of gov- 
ernment that we have reached a point of perfection in the art of ruling 
States and peoples; that it is beyond the power of human genius to do 
more than maintain the spirit and integrity of our existing establish- 
ments 

Phe best labors of the great minds of this country have been devoted 
to the work of settling in the public mind the great principles of our 
admirable systems of government, so that at all times the great body of 
the people could comprehend the line of separation which divides au- 
thority from popular rights, and thus secure a loyal support of govern- 
ment on the one hand and a steady and intelligent devotion to liberty 
on the other. In those unhallowed despotisms of the earth where man 
is crushed and oppressed by excessive public power, it is the mystery 
which surrounds the wgis and exercise of governmental authority that 
sustains the unfortunate relations of tyrant and slave. There nothing 
is defined, limited, or comprehensible, but all is dark, complicated, and 
forbidding. ‘The popular mind, long enslaved by superstitious devotion 
to slavish names and maxims, never seesanything of the light of truth, 
and power and authority united with ignorance and submission keep 
millions in bondage and chains. 

You may ask, what has all this to do with the character or merits of 
the deceased? I answer that in making up my estimate of the loss of 
our distinguished brother I can not overlook the quality which above 
all others made him both eminent and useful. If, as I said a while ago, 
we have made no progress in governmentof late, and have added noth- 
ing to the discovery of the fathers for the security or happiness of the 
people, it is of the highest importance that the work which has been 
accomplished shall be maintained. The gifted man whom we mourn 
to-day was especially fitted for the great duty of keeping before the 
people the beacon-light of political truth to teach them their obliga- 
tions to themselves and their Government; toimpress upon their minds 
true conceptions of political liberty, allegiance and loyalty to the de- 
mands of just authority, and the preservation of every power and au- 
thority which belong to the people and the States. His capacity for 
this great duty made him a leader of public opinion. In little mat- 
ters he was not as great as little men. But where the magnitude of 
the question rose to the level of his great ability his power of argu- 
ment was felt here and in the country. 

The ordinary routine worker had then to stand aside, and every one 
admired the workings of his original, incisive mind as it put forth its 
powerful arguments in terse and pointed speech. This, after all, is the 
highest position a public man can occupy in a country like this. Men 
of detail and method and labor can be found anywhere and at all times, 
but even at a time when everything is in a state of improvement those 
grand qualiliesof mind which immortalized Fox, Pitt, Canning, Grattan, 
Webster, Clay, and Calhoun are as rare and far more important than 
they ever were. It was Mr. HILL’s great ability as an argumentative 
speaker and writer which gave him his fame. 

He was often called a great orator, but he was more than an orator 


. bearing the greatest of human suffering with the calmness of 





| bar. 





accuniey 


and precision of the mathematician. While his vocabulary was 4} 


strong and simple, in my judgment it often fell short of the yi. ca 
depth of his thoughts. Lake all truly great men, he attached mor. ¢oy. 
sequence to his ideas than to his language. He was in no sense 9 yop), 


but always a thoughtful speaker. His views of the Constitution yo, 
broad and liberal. In his expositions of our great organic law he «i: yy, 
run into the extreme maxims of unlimited power on the one han... 
seek to abridge by too narrow bounds the authority of the | 
the other. While he always admitted that the Constitution 0; 
Union was created by the people of the United States, he eve 
tended that this was accomplished through separate State agencies 
the people of each State acting for themselves in the matter of potiy 
cation, independent of the people of every other State. 
But this view did not affect in the least his opinion of the supremacy 
of the Federal Constitution. Ile always contended that the powers 
granted by the people of the several States, acting as organized politics 
factions, to the General Government, were as irrevocable and as bing 
ing upon the people and the States as though they emanated from the 
people of the Union without regard to State organizations. The vreat 
argument which he drew from the mode of ratification was that the 
States and the Government of the Union were partsof one system 
that there could be no question of divided allegiance between them: 
that the Union could not exist without the States although the Siates 
did exist before the Union. He always advocated a free and liber! 
exercise of the powers granted this Government, but his natur 
hostile to everything that had the appearance of usurpation. 1] 
one of the few men in public life who combined high abilities as a 
political leader with pre-eminent legal talents. Lord Chatham at 
one time deprecated the presence of the mere lawyer in Parliament 
and he said that you might shake the constitution of the la 


! 


Wis 


was 


na 


to its 
center and the lawyer would sit tranquil in his cabinet, but just touch 
a cobweb in the corner of Westminster Hall and the exasperated 
spider would crawl out in its defense. 

But this was not the case with Senator HILL. He did not sacrivc 


the Constitution to the profession. He brought to the one all 1 
port of an enlightened statesman and patriot full of devotion for th 
whole country and its institutions, and the other he adorned wi 
learning and professional abilities that will long be remembered 
Like all men of strong convictions and great prominence, 
supported by devoted friends, and was not without some enem: 
though he was fondly attached to his high position where his 
had full play, and tenderly bound by the ties of affection to his: 
family, the world does not furnish an example more sublime thin 

which he has left us in all the qualities of moral and physical cou: 
true Christian and manly resignation, patient and uncomplaininy sub 
mission to the will of God during the long, tedious months that he 
awaited in agony and suffering the period of his mortal dissolution 
All the glory of the Senate and the fame of the hustings fade into insig- 
nificance before the grand spectacle presented by this Christian man 
when the time arrived which tested the weakness of human n:ture 
Whether bleeding under operations of the surgeon’s knife or silentiy {vel 
ing the gradual but sure inroads of the monster that was preying upon 
him, he never murmured or complained, but accepted the terrible 


situa 
tion as evidence only of Divine pleasure and with the firm conyiction 
that his sufferings would be rewarded by a happier life beyond the vrave 


Who can deny the value and efliciency of strong Christian faith with 
such an example of its power and influence before him? With ai! the 
glory and renown of the world fading away before the shadow ot cter 
n ty, this strong man, accustomed to all the processes of reason, wnder 
the inspiration of Christian hope was able to leave an example of true 
heroism more valuable and sublime than any left by the unbelicving 
philosophers of antiquity. 


Mr. BARROW. Mr. President, it is perhaps true that I stand «lon 
here upon the point from which I consider the character of the illustn 
ous man in memory of whom the Senate meets to-day. All others who 
surround me at this moment have recorded impressions recei\e:! and 
stamped upon their own mature and well-settled individualitics — The) 
have studied him and measured him from the first in the light which 
long experience of their own in public affairs cast upon him, and U 
figure they contemplate is shaded perhaps by some clouds wh): hv: 
never darkened the picture upon which I am looking. 

In the buoyant, hero-worshiping, enthusiastic heyday of my oor) 
college days I first saw him and heard him. Under the ancient ane 
historic locusts that stand like sentinels around the court-house «t | + 
ington, in the old county of Oglethorpe, in Georgia, in the list 
the summer of 1857, there first burst upon my youthful eyes the « 
hibition of his wonderful oratory. Engaged in a heated politica! es 


Mh 


paign as a candidate for governor of Georgia, his opponent being ™) 
present colleague in the Senate, conscious that there was hetor I 

‘a foeman worthy of his steel,”’ and that in that old Whig county, 
thousands of whose best people were congregated to hear the debate, 
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he had an army of friends whom he must uphold, encourage, and keep 
together, he put forth all his powers. As he towered and soared in his 
erand swelling tributes to the historic renown of the old Whig party, 
and, roused to his highest pitch, appealed to the immense audience be- 
fore him in the name of its past, its heroes, and its mission, I felt, 
young Democrat that I was, that I was a witness to an almost apostolic 
revelation of eloquence; and then when he turned upon his opponent 
and began to hurl his terrible invectives, scathing, pitiless, wnsparing, 
his every word glittering like steel, his every accent resonant and ring 

ing with the very inspiration of passionate indignation, his blazing tig- 
ure was in my eyes the impersonation of every clement of vengeance and 
destruction, the very Apollyon of polities. Itisdoubtfalifany speech of 
his life contained as much of that power which operates particularly upon 
the passions of men as this unwritten, unpreserved phenomenal etiort. 

\lmost undimmed by time, with the same bright hues and radiant 
lights that greeted and delighted my boyish senses, this vision of elo- 
quence remains. Long-after association, as much int imacy as disparity 
inage would allow, frequent opportunity to hear him again in the courts, 
before the people, and elsewhere, have all passed over those first im- 
pressions leaving them almost unchanged. 

Although born upon the soil of Georgia, reared in the midst of het 
home influences, surrounded all the time during which his character 
was being formed by all the agencies and forces peculiar to her people, 
taught in her schools, graduated from her university, Mr. H1Li was 
still in some respects not a typical Georgian. ‘There was something in 
his nature, an impulse, an insubordination, that made him sometimes 
when he thought he scented injustice or oppression break over all bounds 
of seeming prudence and caution and rush into the first arena that pre 
sented itself to cast down his glove. His nature wasnot discreet. At 
such times the circumspect and deliberate moderation and wisdom that 
are characteristic of the Georgians fretted and chafed him. Ile would 
then rebel against the slow, fettering caution of his people and would 
lash out in his fiery way against what to him seemed apathy and 
pusillanimity. 

It is not strange, then, that they sometimes misjudged him when in 
the midst of some rebellious outbreak against what to his impetuous 
nature seemed the snail-like march of his people to the threatened point 
he rushed on in advance. Men of this mold in all ages have been 
leaders, and the masses of mankind have everywhere been saved, when 
saved at all, by those whom they did not comprehend and whom they 
it some time would greet with the ever-recurring verdict of the rabble, 
‘Let him be erucified.”?’. This repressive power of the million upon 
their few great men who, rari nantes in gurgite vasto, outlive the wave 


and the dangers that gather in the future which are invisible to the 
submerged eyes of the rest of us, has sometimes cost them their liber- 
ties. Its influence, deadening, paralyzing, and disheartening, is more 


powerful than ever in this age. It was exerted upon him of whom I 
speak more than once, but he defied it. Alone, seeking no ally, 
ing with disdain upon the clamorous multitude, taking no counsel, 
trusting to his impulse and obeying it, he would burst out upon his 
meteoric course athwart the political heavens. Blazing and flashing 
with the brilliant and almost blinding scintillations of his vivid intel- 
ligence, terrifying his friends as to the consequences, overwhelming his 
thunder-stricken enemies, coming into collision with the lifelong preju- 


’ 
look- 


dices and cherished opinions of his own people, he would go sweeping | 


on in his grand career. And yet the Georgians always forgave him in 
the end and admired and honored him. 

Whatever of power and attractiveness Mr. HILL may have possessed 
as a political orator and debater, it was before a jury that his peculiar 
talents in one direction at least found their fullest play. If in the trial 
of a case in which his feeling became enlisted a corrupt and lying wit- 
ness crossed his path or the opposite party persisted in an attempt to 
palm off fraud and injustice upon the court to the injury of his client, 
then it was that the terrible lashes of his fiercest invective were laid 
upon their backs. No ‘‘dint of pity,’’ no limit to wrath, no check or 
curb ever came near him then, and men are living now who shiver at 
the mention of his name, as the Saracen did at Richard's, in mindful- 
ness of some such merciless castigation. His greatest power was of this 
sort. There was but little pathos in him. His verdicts, and he won 
many, were those of the ‘‘cloud compelling Jove ’’ rather than the ‘‘sweet 
influences of Pleiades.’’ 

Many great orators have had epochs in their lives when their style as 
such suffered a transformation. This was notably true of Choate, ot 
Lincoln, and of Gambetta. It became less impassioned and more philo- 
sophical ; but with Mr. HILL there was a marked and powerful exercise 
in his latest efforts of precisely the same great characteristics that dis- 
tnguished his earliest ; and even the traditions of his college days, that 
still lovingly cling around the old ivied walls of his alma mater at 
Athens, dim and shadowy though they be, handed down from class to 
class, still outline the same striking individuality that afterward riv- 
eted the attention of a continent. 

But with all his triumphs— 

Nothing in his life 
Became him, like the leaving it; he died 
As one that had been studied in his death, 


To throw away the dearest thing he ow’d, 
As ‘twere a careless trifle. 


4 proclaimed July 9, 183 o 
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Stricken, fatally ember which was his strength, 


his glory, and his pride, turning his steps away from the Senate atter 





tricken in that very m 











those sad and fruitless efforts to grasp a new life had all proved unavail 
ing, calm, composed, resolut igned, he sought hisown home Ilap 
pening in Atlantaon the 18th of July, just one month before his death, 
l called to see him. I found him, him who was in some respects the 
greatest talker I had ever wn, utterly powerless of speech. On his 
knee he held a pay upon which he wi lowly wrth a pencil these 
words 
Wish I could t My present « tors hay ven me to understand that I 
a rect ver, and my tim su “rtain—trom a few months to several years 
ave told me to employ any oth doctors and re ‘ es Lsee proper 
He gave it to me to read and I brouvht it aw with me It is here, 
and those who know his handwriting will 1 the familiar char 
acters. Ilis eyes as he ga t had a look of pressible sadness, 
but not of regret or repining. He had s the refuge of home to 
| die. He knew full well. as hes ] ull Wiis 
uncertain,’’ but he was in the place he had « en to take his ] look 
of the earth Surrounded by friends, in hi n home. under 1] own 
native skies, :mid the scenes of his « 1} 1} n 
hood, with the silver sheen of the n »] ) in 
the sunlight, and the soft lingual nts of his native South | all 
the mvriad voices of the reet ul t ibtle ‘ ] ey 
suckle, the jasmine, and the roses stealing in t lor te1 
noons through his open windows, there wlx t] ne 
silence and rest and every morn its prom ] { 
ing hissummons. When it « e he ree ‘ 
Like one who wt { ipery of 1 
And lies down ple it drear 
! PRESIDEN f | juecst 11 i tl 1 Ol 
| resolutions pre n 11 { > il if I i M bi WN 
lhe re } ms we ] tl< ock a | ‘) 
m ute ) +1 ~ 
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
PHURSDA ry 25, 1885 
Phe House met 1] i’ by the Cl 1, | 
D. POWER. 
The Journal of ) | 
X ) yo 
Mr. WHIT! I call for the 1 r ord but Ih | ! 
troduction of bills for 1 
Mr. HASKELL. Iask1 US COl ttopi nt a petit fro 
the Six Nations of N« Yi Ind is relating to Kansas land it 
| hand l to me by a | ( on 1! 1 " n inter 4 1 cle 
| sire to have it printed in the Recorp 
Mr. ALDRICH lo >the nam eine y ted with the body 
of the petition 
Mr. HASKELL Phere are only about one hundred nam lo 
print them will not occupy much room. ‘The gentleman from Illinois 
| ought nottoinsist on eliminating the name isa petition from the 
| New York Indians, signed by their representative men only, and is not 
a popular petition. ‘The names are as essential as any name toany dot 
|} ument to authenticate it I do not want to submit a petition which 


has no names attached shi 

Che objection not ben 
printed in the 

flairs. It is as follows 

To the honorable ¢ } of the I ted States of Ame a. duly 

ARTICLE l. We, the undersigned 8, chiefs, heendmen, and war rs of 

| the Six Nations of New York Indians duly assembled in the Onondaga c« 

| house of the Onondaga reservation, this 12th day of January, 1&3, « most 


wing from whence it came. 


ig insisted on, the petition was ordered to be 


RECORD, and was referred to the Committee on Indian 
tssembled 


sache 


} humbly and respectfully petition to your honorable body for a relief yur 
| claims in the Kanses lands growing out of the various treaties made in favor of 
said Six Nations of New York Indians, namely, by the treaty of February 6, 1826 
also treaty proclaimed February 23, 1829; also treaty proclaimed July 9, 1832, and 
appendix proclaimed March 15, 1555; the above mentioned knov vn as Menom 
| onee treaties; finally by a treaty which was proclaimed April 4, 1810, according 
| to Schedule A therein found, with the New York Indian s amended by the 
| Senate and assented to by the several tribes, concluded at Buffalo Creek, in the 
State of New York, January 15, 15358 
ArT. 2. Your humble petitioners further show and understand tl] is to 
| be thus: That in the Menomonee treaty proclaimed February 6, 1826, in article 
8, that the Menomonee Indians of Green Bay did cede lands to the New York 


| l were finally seitled and 
in the Menomonee treaty 
n the preamble of the treaty of 1558 between New 
| York Indians and the 1 ! ird verse, that the said United 
Statesacknowledged that the Green Bay lands was pure sed by the New York 
Indians, so it was theirs by purchase; and in article 1, by the same treaty, the 


Indians by purchase. The above 
secured to New York Indians by the United States 


cessions mentione 


ited States,in the th 


| said Green Bay lands were theirs to cede, and did cede it, to the United States 
In consideration of the above cession on the part of the tribes of the New York 
Indians the United States reed to set apart a tract of country situated west of 
the State of Missouri, in t! Indian Territory, of 1,824,000 acres of land, being 
three hundred and twenty acres for each soul of said Indians, which the said 
Indians have never received, or the equivalent of land ceded in Green Bay, Wis 
consin, to the United States 
ART Your humble petitioner would respectfully recommend a relief of their 
above-mentioned claim be appropriated asa fund to build a high school in favor 
of each tribe of the said Six-Nation of New York Indians, and to support the 
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same, for the special benefit of the youths of said Six-Nation of New York In- 
dians 
Art. 4. Your humble petitioner still further show that the foregoing council 
of said Six-Nation of New York Indians, the following resolution was duly 
adopted 
Rrecined, That one copy of above petition be sent to the Commissioner of In- 
dian Affairs, one copy to Secretary of Interior, one copy to the President of the 
United States of America. 
Adopted, F 
Arr. 5. Your humble petitioner show that by vote of this council duly appoint 
Andrew John, jr., as the chairman the delegates to Washington, District of 
lumbia, to the proper department of United States Government, for the purpose 
of presenting the above-mentioned claim, and support the same, to make an early 
settlement, the within petition, also the following names appointed delegates 
with said Andrew John, jr., namely, 
MOSES LAY, 
PETER SHONGO, 
In behalf of Seneca Nation. 
ALEXANDER JOHN, 
HEMAN CROW, 
Cayuga. 
ABRAM ITILL, 
Oneida. 
ELIAS JOHNSON, 
Tuscarora, 
DANIEL LA FORT, 
JOSEPH ISAAC, 
Onondagas. 
To you we will ever pray. 
In witness whereof we hereunto set our hands this 12th day of January, 1883: 
SYLVESTER LAY, 
President of the Seneca Nation. 
HIRAM DENNIS, 
ILARRISON HALFTOUR, 
MARSH PIERCE, 
WALTER KENNEDY, 
Councillors of the Seneca Nation of Indians. 
MOSES LAY, 
PETER SHONGO, 
ANDREW JOHN, Jr., 
ALEXANDER JOHN, 


Cayuca chiefs. 
his 
HEMAN X CROW, 
mark, 
ELIAS JOHNSON, 


ris 

JAMES X PEMPLETON, 
mark, 

Chiefs of the Tuscaroras Nation, 


JOSEPH ISAAC, 


1is 
JACOB xX BIGBEAR, 
mark, 
Chiefs of the Onondagas. 


his 
ABRAM X HILL, 
mark. 


his 
ABRAM xX I. LAND, 
mark, 
Chiefs of the Oneidas. 


his 
HENRY x POWELLS, 
mark. 


his 
ELVAH x LEWIS, 
mark, 
DANIEL LA FORT, 
President of the Council of the Six Nation of New York Indians. 


LESTER BISHOP, 
Clerk of the Six Nation from Catlaraugus Reservation. 


Unirep STates INDIAN service, New YorkK AGENCy, 
Randolph, January 19, 1883. 

1, Benjamin G. Casler, United States Indian agent for this agency, do hereb 
certify that the foregoing petition of the council of the Six Nations of New Yor 
Indians is duly ponte sw and the delegation duly ee by the council of 
the Six Nations to present the same at Washington, District of Columbia, to the 
President of the United States, the Congress of the United States, the Secretary 
of the Interior, and the Commissioner of Indian Affairs consists of the following 


members: 
ANDREW JOHN, Jr., 


Chairman, 
MOSES LAY 
PETER SHONGO, 
LESTER BISHOP, 


Senecas, 
ALEXANDER JOHN, 
HEMAN CROW, 


Cayugas. 
ABRAM HILL, 
Oneida, 
ELIAS JOHNSON, 
Tuscaroras, 
NATIONAL TRADES UNIONS. 

Mr. MURCH, by unanimous consent, introduced a bill (H. R. 7394) 
to authorize the incorporation of national trades unions in the District 
of Columbia; which was read a first and second time, referred to the 
Committee on the District of Colambia, and ordered to be printed. 

MARY M. SPRANDELL. 


Mr. DAVIS, of Tllinois (by request), by unanimous consent, intro- 
duced a bill (IH. R. 7395) granting a pension to Mary M. Sprandell; 
which was read a first and second time, referred to the Committee on 
Invalid Pensions, and ordered to be printed. 

CONTESTED ELECTION-——JONES VS. SHELLEY. 

Mr. ATHERTON. On yesterday or the day before I presented the 

views of the minority in the contested-election case of Jones vs. Shelley. 


JANUARY 25, 





I now desire to withdraw the minority report temporarily in eoder to 
meet a new phase of the case, submitted in the report of the majority 
which was not made known in the committee. ili 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman from Ohio [Mr. ArnEerto, } as} 
unanimous consent to withdraw the views of the minority her tofore 
submitted in the election case of Jones vs. Shelley. ; ss 

There was no objection. 

NAVAL APPROPRIATION BILL. 

Mr. BRAGG. I call for the regular order. 

The SPEAKER. The regular order is the bill (H. BR. 7314) makin. 
appropriations for the naval service for the fiscal year ending June 3, 
1884, and for other purposes. At the time of the adjournment Jay 
evening the yeas and nays had been ordered on an amendment reported 

| from the Committee of the Whole, which the Clerk will read. 

The Clerk read as follows: 

| After the word “bureau,” in line 10, insert the following : 

‘* Provided, That said chiefs of bureau shall receive no additional rank oy pas 
over and above their regular rank or relative rank in the line or statf of th, 
Navy by reason of being chiefs of bureaus.” 

Mr. ROBESON. I rise to make a parliamentary inquiry. 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman will state it. 

Mr. ROBESON. I suppose when we vote upon that amendment t|y 
‘‘ayes’’ are for the amendment and the ‘‘noes”’ against it. 

The SPEAKER. Certainly. The yeas and nays have been ordered. 

The question was taken; and it was decided in the negative—vyeas 
85, nays 117, not voting 89; as follows: , 

YEAS—S). 
Aiken, Cutts, Jones, Geo. W. Shelley, 
Atkins, Davis, LowndesH. Jones, James K. Simonton 
Beltzhoover, Dawes, Kenna, Sparks, 

Try, Dibrell, King, Stockslage: 
Blount, Dowd, Knott, Strait, 

Bragg, Dugro, Lada, Thomas, 
Buchanan, Dunn, Leedoim, Thompson, }. i} 
Buckner, Ermentrout, Le Fevre, Thompson, Wm.G 
Cabell, Farwell,SewellS. Lewis, Townshend, kt. W 
Caldwell, Forney, Manning, Turner, Henry G 
Campbell, Geddes, Matson, Turner, Oscar 
Carlisle, Grout, MeMillin, Updegraff 
Clardy, Gunter, Mills, Vance, 

Clark, Hammond, N.J. Money, Warner, 
Clements, Hardenbergh, Morrison, Washburi 
Converse, Haseltine, Moulton, Wellborn, 
Cook, Hatch, Oates, Wheeler, 
Covington, Herbert, Payson, Willis, 

Cox, Samuel 8. Hewitt, G. W. Phister, Wise, George D 
Cox, William R. Holman, Reagan, 

Cravens, Humphrey, Reese, 

Cullen, Hutchins, Scales 

NAYS—117. 

Aldrich, Garrison, McLane, Robt. M. Sherwin, 
Anderson, Guenther, MeLean, Jas. H. Shultz, 
Atherton, Hall, Miles, Singleton, J. \ 
Barr, Hardy, Miller, Skinner, 

Beach, Harmer, Moore, Smith, A. Her 
Bisbee Harris, Benj. W. Morey, Smith, Dietrich ¢ 
Bliss, Haskell, Morse, Spaulding 
Bowman, Hazelton, Mutchler, Speer, 

Brewer, Heilman, Neal, Spooner 
Briggs, Henderson, O'Neill, Steele, 

Buck, Hill, Page, Talbott, 
Burrows, JuliusC. Hiscock, Parker, Taylor, Ezra }} 
Burrows, Jos. H. Hitt, Peelle, Taylor, Joseph D 
Butterworth, Horr, Peirce. Townsend, Amos 
Carpenter, Houk, Randall, Tyler, 

Caswell, Jacobs, Ranney, Upson, 
Chapman, Jones, Phineas Ray, Van Horn, 
Crapo, Jorgensen, Reed, Wadsworth, 
Davidson, Joyce, Rice, Theron M. Wait, 

Davis, George R. Kasson, Rice, Wm. W. Ward, 

Deering, Kelley, Rich, Watson, 

De Motte, Ketcham, Richardson, D. P. Webber, 
Dezendorf, Klotz, Ritchie, White, 
Dingley, Lacey, Robeson, Whitthorne, 
Ellis, Lindsey, Robinson, Geo. D. Willits, 

errett, Lord, Robinson, Jas.S. Wise, Morgan 
Farweil, Chas. B. Lynch, Russell, Young. 

Flower, Macke y, Ryan, 

Ford, Marsh, Scranton, 

Fulkerson, MeKinley, Shallenberger, 

NOT VOTING—89. 

Armifield, Curtin, Jadwin, Rosecrans, 
Barbour, Darrall, Latham, , 

Bayne, Deuster, Martin, Scoville, 
Belford, Doxey, Mason, Singleton, Otho R 
Belmont, Dunnell, McClure, Smalls, 
Bingham, Dwight, McCoid, Smith, J. Hyatt 
Black Evins, McCook, Springer, 
Blackburn Fisher, McKenzie, Stone, 
Blanchard Frost, M ve, Tucker, 

Bland, George, Muldrow, Urner, 

Browne, Gibson, Murch, Valentine, 

’ Godshalk, Nolan, Van Aernam 
Calkins, Hammond, John Norcross, Van Voorhis 
Camp, Harris, Henry 8. Pacheco, Walker, 
Candler, Hepburn, Paul, West, ’ 
Cannon, Herndon, Pettibone, Williams, Chas. G 
Cassidy, Hewitt, Abram S. Phelps, Williams, Thomas 
Chace, Hoblitzell, Pound, Wilson, We 

bb Hoge, Prescott, Wood, Benjamin 
Colerick, Hooker, Rice, John B. Wood! Walter A 

li, House, Richardson, J. 8. 
Crowley, Hubbell, Robertson 
Cul n, Hubbs, Robinson, Wm. E. 
So the amendment was not agreed to. 
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The following pairs were announced: 

Mr, CORNELL with Mr. BLAcK. 

Mr. HUBBELL with Mr. BLACKBURN. 

Mr, DUNNELL with Mr. HARRis of New Jersey. 

Mr. MASON with Mr. Hewitt of New York. 

Mr. Husss with Mr. LATHAM. 

Mr. CHACE with Mr. WILSON. 

Mr. BrumMM with Mr. CuRTIN. 

Mr. Norcross with Mr. WILLIAMs of Alabama. 

Mr. SPAULDING with Mr. KENNA. 

Mr. VAN AERMAN with Mr. WALKER. 

Mr. CAMP with Mr. Roprnson of New York. 

Mr. WILLIAMS, of Wisconsin, with Mr. DEusSTER. 

Mr. VALENTINE with Mr. ARMFIELD. 

Mr. BELFORD with Mr. HOBLITZELL. 

Mr. BROWNE with Mr. Coss. 

Mr. JADWIN with Mr. MARTIN. 

Mr. URNER with Mr. MCLANE of Maryland. 

Mr. FARWELL, of Iowa, with Mr. SCOVILLE. 

Mr. WALTER A. Woop with Mr. CULBERSON. 

Mr. BINGHAM with Mr. HoGE. 

Mr. DwiGut with Mr. CoLERICcK. 

Mr. FISHER with Mr. ROSECRANS. 

Mr. REED. I move that the reading of the names be dispensed | 
with. 

There was no objection. 

The result of the vote was then announced as above stated. 

The SPEAKER. The Clerk will now report the next amendment 
from the Committee of the Whole upon which a separate vote was 
asked. 

The Clerk read as follows: 

In lieu of lines 213 to 216, both inclusive, insert the following :- 

“ For the purchase and manufacture of torpedoes adapted to naval warfare, and 
for the fixtures and machinery necessary for operating the same, $100,000: Pro- 
vided, That said money shall only be expended for the purchase or manufacture 
of torpedoes the invention of citizens of the United States: And provided further, 
Phat no part of said money shall be expended for the purchase or manufacture of 
any torpedo until the same shall have been recommended by the Secretary of the 
Navy, based upon a report to be made to him by a board of naval officers to be 
created by him to examine and testsaid torpedoes and inventions: And provided 
further, That a sum not exceeding $50,000 out of said appropriation shall be paid 
to Asa Weeks, when he shall execute and deliver to the United States a release 
in writing of all claims for the present or future use by the United States of his 
invention in torpedoes and in the machinery for operating, controlling, and ex- 
ploding torpedoes, or relating in any way to the subject of torpedo warfare, | 
whether patented or otherwise: Provided, however, Thatsaid payment shall only 
be made on the recommendation of the Secretary of the Navy, based upon a 
report of the beard of officers above provided for.”’ 

Mr. SPRINGER. I would like to have five minutes’ time for an ex- | 
planation of that amendment. 

The SPEAKER. Debate is not now in order. 

Mr. SPRINGER. [ask unanimous censent that the gentleman from 
Massachusetts [Mr. HARRIS] be allowed five minutes to explain his 
amendment, and I desire five minutes in opposition to it. It was not 
understood at the time it was adopted in Committee of the Whole. 

The SPEAKER. The proposition of the gentleman from Illinois 
[Mr. SPRINGER] is that there be allowed debate upon the amendment 
just read, five minutes for and five minutes against. Is there objec- 
tion? 

Several members objected. 

The SPEAKER. Objection is made. The question is upon agree- | 
ing to the amendment reported from the Committee of the Whole. 

Mr. ATKINS. I call for the yeas and nays on that amendment. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 

Mr. HOLMAN. I rise to a parliamentary inquiry. 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman will state it. 

Mr. HOLMAN. As I understand it, the pending proposition is to 
strike out a portion of the text of the bill and to insert in lieu thereof 
what has been read by the Clerk. 

The SPEAKER. That is the pending proposition. 

Mr. HOLMAN. I ask that the original text of the bill be read. 

The SPEAKER. The yeas and nays have been ordered. 
Mr. SPRINGER. But we ought to know what it is proposed to | 

| 
| 
| 








strike out. 

The SPEAKER. The Clerk will read the portion proposed to be 
struck out. 

The Clerk read as follows: 

For purchase or manufacture, after full investigation and experiment, of auto- 
mobile torpedoes of the latest and best American invention, manufacture, and 
construction, with appliances for their use, $100,008. 

Mr. ATKINS. I rise to a parliamentary inquiry. 

Che SPEAKER. he gentleman will state it. 

Mr. ATKINS. Did the Clerk read the portion of the bill proposed 
to be struck out as it was amended in Committee of the Whole? 
The SPEAKER. The Clerk read the paragraph as proposed to be 
amended. The question is now upon striking out the paragraph as 
proposed to be amended by the Committee of the Whole, and insert- 
ing in lieu thereof what has been read. Upon this question the yeas 
and nays have been ordered. 
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The question was taken; and it was decided in the affirmative—yeas 
voting 69; as follows 


129, nays 93, not 


Aldrich, 
Barr, 
Bayne, 
Bingham, 


| Bisbee, 


Bland, 

Bliss, 

Bowman, 

Bragg, 

Brewer, 

Briggs, 

Browne, 

Buck, 

Burrows, Julius C, 
Burrows, Jos. H. 
Butterworth, 
Calkins, 
Candler, 
Carpenter, 
Caswell, 

Crapo, 

Cullen, 

Cutts, 


| Davidson, 


Davis, George R. 
Deering, 

De Motte, 
Dezendorf, 
Dingley, 
Dwight, 

Ellis, 

Errett, 

Farwell, Chas. B. 


Aiken, 
Anderson, 
Atherton, 
Atkins, 
Beach, 
Belmont, 
Beltzhoover, 
Berry, 
Blanchard, 
Blount, 
Buchanan, 
Buckner, 
Cabell, 
Caldwell, 
Campbell, 
Carlisle, 
Chapman, 
Clardy, 
Clements, 
Cobb, 
Converse, 
Cook, 
Covington, 


| Cox, William R. 


Armfield, 
Barbour, 
Belford, 
Black, 
Blackburn, 
Brumm, 
‘amp, 
Cannon 
Cassidy, 
Chace 
Clark, 
Colerick, 
‘ 

( 

( 

( 

{ 

I 


— 


ornell, 

‘ox, Samuel S, 
‘rowley, 
‘ulberson, 
‘urtin, 

Jarrall, 


YEAS—129 
Flowe MeCoid 
Ceorge McKinley 
Godshalk Miles ; 
Guenther, Miller 
Hall, Mills, 
Hammond, John Moore 
Harmer, Morey 
Harris, Benj. W. Morrison, 
Ilaskell, Morse 
Hazelton, Mutehler, 
Heilman, Neal 
Hil O'Neill 
Hiscock , Page, 
Hitt, Parker 
Horr, Peelle 
Houk, Peirce 


Humphrey, 
Jacobs, 
Jones, Phineas 
Jorgensen, 
Joyce, 
Kasson, 
Kelley, 
Ketcham, 
Lacey, 
Ladd, 
Leedom, 
Lewis, 
Lindsey, 
Lord, 
Lynch, 
Mackey, 
Marsh, 


Pettibone 
Pound 
Prescott 
Ranney 


Rich, 
Richardson, D. P 
Ritchie, 
Robinson, Geo. D 
Robinson, Jas. S 
Rosecrans 
Russell, 

Ryan, 
Shallenberger 
Sherwin 


NAYS—93 


Cravens, 


Davis, Lowndes H. 


Dawes, 
Dibrell, 
Dowd, 
Dugro, 
Dunn, 
Ermentrout, 
Evins, 
Forney, 
Fulkerson, 
Garrison, 
Geddes, 
Gibson, 
Grout, 
Gunter, 
Hammond, N, J 
Hardenbergh, 
Hardy, 
Haseltine 
Hatch, 
Ilenderson 
Herbert, 
Hewitt, G. W 


NOT VO 


Deuste: 
Doxey, 
Dunnel! 


) 


Farwell, Sewell S 


Fisher, 

Ford, 

l’rost, 

Harris, Henry 8 
Ifepburn, 
Herndon, 


Ifewitt, Abram S 


Hoblitzell 
Hoge, 
Ilouse, 
Hubbel 
Hubbs 
Jadwin 
Latham, 


Holman 
Hooker 
Hutchins 
Jones, Geo. W. 
Jones, James K 


Manning 
Matson, 
McLean, Jas, H 
MeMillin 
Money, 
Mosgrove 
Moulton, 
Muldrow 
Murch 

Oates, 

Payson 

Phister 

Reagan 

Reese 
rING—6) 
Martin 

Mason 

MeClure 
McCook 
MeKenzic 
McLane, Robt. M 
Nolan 

Norcross 
Pacheco 

Paul 

Phelps 
Randall, 

Rice, John B 
Richardson, J.S 
Robertson, 

Re beson, 
Robinson, Win. I 


, 
LOs3 


So the amendment was agreed to. 
The following additional pair was announced 
Mr. Ropeson with Mr. BLACKBURN. 


The SPEAKER. 


Shultz 

Simonton 
Skinner, 

Smalls, 

Smith, Dietrich C 
Smith, J. Hyatt 
Spaulding 

Speer; 

Spooner 

Steele 

Stone 

Strait 

Talbott 

Taylor, Ezra B 
raylor, Joseph D 
Thomas 
rhompson, Wm, G 
Pownsend, Amos 
U pdegrat! 

Van Horn 
Wadsworth 

Wait 

Ward 

Washburn 
Watson 

Webber 

White 
Wohitthorne 
Willits 


Wise, Morgan R 


Rice, Theron M 
Seales 

Seranton 
Shelley 

Smith, A. Herr 
Sparks 

Springer 
Stockslager 
Thompson, P. B 
Pownshend, RW 
Pucker, 

Purner, Henry G 
rurner, Osear 


Tyler 


Upsor 
Vance 
Warner 


Wellborn 
Wheeler 

Willis, 

Wise, George D 


Scoville 

Singleton, J. W 
Singleton, Otho R 
Urner, 

Valentine 

Van Aernam 

Van Voorhis, 
Walker, 

West, 

Williams, Chas. G. 
Williams, Thomas 
Wilson, 

Wood, Benjamin 
Wood, Walter A 
Young 


The amendments reported trom the Committee of 
the Whole have all been acted upon, and the question now i 


upon the 


engrossment and third reading of the bill as amended 


The bill as amended was then ordered to be engrossed 


reading; and it was accordingly read the third time 
The question was upon the passage of the bill 
. Teall the previous question on 


Mr. ROBESON 
bill. 


The previous question was ordered 


The SPEAKER. 


+} 


i third 


le passage OF the 


This being a general appropriation bill, under the 


standing rule of the House the yeas and nays must be taken on its 


passage. 


The question was taken; and there 


ing 56; as follows 


Aiken, 
Aldrich, 
Anderson, 
Barbour, 
Barr, 
Bayne, 


| Bingham, 


were yeas 135, nays 100, not vot 


YEAS 
Bisbe Burrows, Julius ¢ 
Blis Burrows, Jos. H 
Bowmat Butterworth 
Brewer Calkins, 
Briggs Campbell 
Browse Candler 
Buck Cannon 


Carpenter, 
Caswell, 

Crapo, 

Cullen, 

Cutts, 

Davis, George R. 
Dawes 
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Deering, 

De Motte, 
Dezendorf, 
Dingley, 

Ellis, 

Errett 

kevins 

Farwell, Chas. B 
George, 

(irout 

CGiuenther 

Hall, 

Ilam md, John 
Harmer, 

lenj. W. 
Haskell, 
Hazelton, 


ik 


han 


Humphrey, 
Jacobs, 


Jadwin, 


Armfield 
Atherton, 





ont, 
Beltzhoover, 

terry, 
Blackburn, 
Blanchard, 
Bland, 
Blount, 
Bragg, 
Buchanan, 
Buckner, 
Cabell, 
Caldwell, 
‘arlisle, 
‘hapman 
mray, 
lark, 
lements 
obb 


mVerse, 


‘ 
n on 


fellord 

flack, 

trumm 
amp, 


ornell, 
‘rowley 
ulberson 
Curtin, 
Darrali, 
Deuster, 
Dox 5 


! 

! 

I 

‘ 
Cussidy 
c 

{ 

‘ 

( 

{ 
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Jones, James K. 
Jones, Phineas 
Jorgensen, 
Joyce, 

Kasson, 
Kelley, 
Ketcham, 
Lacey, 

Ladd, 

Lewis, 
Lindsey, 

Lord, 


McKinley, 
McLean, Jas, H 
Miles, 

Money, 
Moore, 

Morey, 
Mosgrov: 
Murch, 


Parker, 
Payson, 
Peelle, 


Peirce, 


Pettibone, 
Pound, 
Prescott, 
Ranney, 
Ray, 


Reed, 


Rice, John B. 


Rice, Wm. W. 
Rich, 
Richardson, D. I’. 
Ritchie, 
Robeson, 


Robimson, Geo. D. 


Robinson, Jas, 8. 
Russell, 
Ryan, 


Scranton, 


Shallenberger, 
Shelley, 
Sherwin, 


Neal, Shultz, 

O'Neil Skinner, 

Page, Smalis, 
NAYS—100 

Cox, Samuel § Ilooker 

Cox, William R House, 


Cravens, 
Davidson, 


Davis, Lowndes II, 


Dibrell, 
Dowd, 
Dugro, 
Dunn, 
lermentre 
Flower, 
Forney, 
Fulkersou, 
Garrison, 
Geddes, 
Giunter, 
Hammond, N, J. 
Hardenbergh, 
Ilardy, 
Ilaseltine, 
Hatch, 
Hlenderson, 
Herbert, 
Hewitt, G. W. 
IIolman, 


Ilutchins, 
Jones, George Ww, 
Kenna, 


Knott, 
Leedom, 
Le Fevre, 
Manning, 
Matson, 
McKenzie, 
MeMillin, 
Milla, 
Morrison, 
Morse, 
Moulton, 
Muldrow, 
Mutcehler, 
Oates, 
Phister, 
Randall, 
Reese 


Rice, Theron M 


NOT VOTING—6, 


Dunnell, 
Dwight, 


Farwell, Sewell S 


lishe ?. 

Ford, 

Frost, 

Gibson, 
Godshalk, 
liarris, Henry 8 
Iferndon, 


llewitt, Abram S 


Hloblitzell, 
lloge, 
Hubbell, 


So the bill was passed, 
rhe following additional pair was announced: 


Mr 


Ilubbs, 
Latham, 
Martin, 
Mason, 
McClure, 
McCook, 
McLane, Robt. M. 
Miller, 
Nolan, 
Norcross, 
Pacheco, 
Paul, 
Phelps, 
Reagan, 


Smith, A. Herr 
Smith, Dietrich C. 
Smith, J. Hyatt 
Spaulding, 
Spooner, 

Steele, 

Stone, 

Taylor, Ezra B. 
Taylor, Joseph D. 
Thompson, Wm. G. 
Townsend, Amos, 
Tyler, 

Updegraff, 
Urner, 

Valentine, 

Van Horn, 
Wadsworth, 
Wait, 

Ward, 

Watson, 

Webber, 

West, 

White, 

Willits, 

Wise, Morgan R. 
Young. 


Rosecrans, 
Scales, 

Simonton, 
Singleton, J. W. 
Singleton, Otho R. 
Sparks, 

Springer, 
Stockslager, 
Strait, 

Talbott, 

Thomas, 
Thompson, P. B. 
Townshend, R, W. 
Tucker, 

Turner, Henry G. 
Turner, Oscar 
Upson, 

Vance, 

Warner, 
Washburn, 
Wellborn, 
Wheeler, 
Whitthorne, 
Willis, 

Wise, George D. 


Richardson, J. 8, 
Kobertson, 
Robinson, Wm. F. 
loss, 

Scoville, 

Speer, 

Van Aernam, 

Van Voorhis, 
Walker, 

Williams, Chas, G. 
Williams, Thomas 
Wilson, 

Wood, Benjamin 
Wood, Walter A. 


orp with Mr. Rrewarpson of South Carolina. 


rhe result of the vote was announced as above stated. 








proved by the Committee on Indian Affairs and the Com; 
| Printing. 
|. Mr. KELLEY. I will state that the express purpose of my 
| is to reach the tariff bill. ; 

The SPEAKER. Thegentieman from Pennsylvania moves t},: 4) 
House resolve itself into Committee of the Whole House on the s+ ste pe 
the Union for the consideration of bills raising revenue, and states ¢) 
his purpose is to reach the tariff bill reported by the Commit tes .. 
Ways and Means. 

Mr. BUTTERWORTH. Pending that, I raise the question of co». 
sideration, and will state that I do this with the view of callins ., 
House bill No. 5656, that we may take action upon the Senate ane». 
ment thereto. 

The SPEAKER. The question of consideration can be detern jy, 
by the vote upon this motion. 

Mr. ROBINSON, of Massachusetts. I make the point that the, 
tion of consideration can not be raised as to the bill which the « * 
man names, because it is not before the House. 

The SPEAKER. ‘The gentleman can raise the question of cons; 
eration without reference to the matter he proposes to call up. 

Mr. ROBINSON, of Massachusetts. By asking his suppor: 
vote down the proposition of the gentleman from Pennsylvania 

The SPEAKER. That is the only way the point can be , 
Raising the question of consideration and defeating the present 
would not necessarily bring up the other bill. 

Mr. ROBINSON, of Massachusetts. 
House. 

The question being taken on the motion of Mr. KELLEY, it was 
to; there being—ayes 153, noes 30. 

The SPEAKER. The House decides to resolve itself i: 
of the Whole on the state of the Union. 
gan [Mr. Burrows] will take the chair. 

Mr. HOOKER. I hope the gentleman from Pennsylvania wi 
to me a moment. 

Mr. KELLEY. I have no objection to the gentleman havin 
order made for printing. 

Mr. HOOKER. I desire to submit a resolution—— 

Mr. KELLEY. If it isa resolution I can not yield. 

Mr. HOOKER. - It is simply a resolution for printing. 

The SPEAKER. It is too late now for the gentleman from 
sylvania to yield. The House has decided to go into Committ: 
Whole. 

The House accordingly resolved itself into Committee of tl: 
House on the state of the Union, Mr. Burrows, of Michigan, 
| chair. 

Mr. KELLEY. 1 move to proceed to the consideration of Hous 
No. 7313, being the tariff bill reported by the Committee on Wa 
Means. 

Mr. CARLISLE. I make the point of order that this motion cs 
be entertained. The rules prescribe the order in which the } 
on the Calendar must be taken up. 


nittes or 


( 
OL 








, 24 . 
Because it is not befor 


ito ¢ 


The gentleman from 





MONUMENT TO GENERAL WASHINGTON. 
The CHAIRMAN. The Chair sustains the point, and the Clerk \ 
report the first bill on the Calendar. 
The Clerk read as follows: 


Joint resolution (I, Res, 199) to admit free of duty a monument to Gi 


Mr. ROBESON moved to reconsider the vote by which the bill was 
passed; and also moved that the motion to reconsider be laid on the 
table. 

The latter motion was agreed to. 

ORDER OF BUSINESS. 

Mr. KELLEY. I move that the morning hour for the call of com- 
mittees be dispensed with. 

The motion was agreed to (two-thirds voting in favor thereof). 

SALES BY NAVAL BUREAUS. 

The SPEAKER, by unanimous consent, laid before the House a let- 
ter from the Secretary of the Navy, transmitting a statement of sales 
made by bureaus of that Department from December 1, 1881, to Novem- 
ber 30, 1882; which was referred to the Committee on Naval Affairs, 
and ordered to be printed. 

INTERSTATE JURISDICTION. 

The SPEAKER also, by unanimous consent, laid before the House a 
letter from the Attorney-General, with accompanying papers, relative 
to the question of jurisdiction as between the courts of New York and 
New Jersey over the waters of the Hudson River, New York Bay, the 
Kill von Kull, the Kill Arthur, and the Lower Bay; which was referred 
to the Committee on the Judiciary, and ordered to be printed. 

ORDER OF BUSINESS, 


Mr. KELLEY. I move that the House now resolve itself into Com- 


mittee of the Whole House on the state of the Union for the purpose of 


considering bills raising revenue. 
Mr. HOOKER. I hope the gentleman from Pennsylvania will allow 


me to submit for adoption a resolution for some printing, which is ap- 


Washington. 

Mr. KELLEY. I move to lay that joint resolution aside. 

The CHAIRMAN. If there be no objection, it will be laid asic 

Mr. SPRINGER. I hope not. 
of duty a monument to General Washington. 

Mr. HAZELTON. General Washington does not want a monun 

Mr. SPRINGER. 
on the motion to lay it aside. 

Mr. HUMPHREY. General Washington has a monument in 
hearts of his countrymen. 

Mr. KELLEY. I want to proceed at once to the consideration o! 
tariff bill. 

TheCHAIRMAN. 

Mr. SPRINGER. I object. It can be passed in a moment. 

Mr. KELLEY. Let the bill be passed over or laid aside. 

The CHAIRMAN. The gentleman from Illinois wishes to hav: 
bill passed at this time. 

Mr. KELLEY. 
it can be avoided, as I wish to get to the tariff bill. 
resolution be laid aside or passed over. 

Mr. REED. @bject to it. 

Mr. KELLEY. 
at this time. 


eration. 





Mr. KELLEY. 
| Mr. COX, of New York. 
| tion is before we vote on the motion of consideration. 


If there be no objection, the bill will be laid asic 


I am not ready to legislate on any of these bills 1! 
I move the joint 


The CHAIRMAN. The gentleman can not move to lay it aside. 
No; but I object to its consideration at this time 
We desire to know what the joint reso.u- 


Let us pass the bill and admit fre 


nt 


It can be passed in the time it will take to vote 


the 


4} 


+) 
Li 


I object to the consideration of the joint resolution 


Mr. REED. The gentleman from Pennsylvania objects to its consid- 
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The CHAIRMAN. The Clerk will again report the title of the joint 
resolution. Mr : 

The title of the joint resolution was again read 

Mr. McMILLIN. Let the joint resolution be read. 

Mr. SPRINGER. I move we proceed to the consideration of the joint 
resolution. — ans 

Mr. KELLEY. Objection has been made and nothing else is in order. 

The CHAIRMAN. Objection being made, the committee, in accord- 
ance with the fourth clause of Rule XXIII, will now rise. It is pro- 
vided 

That when objection is made to the consideration of any billor proposition in 
Committee of the Whole House, the conimittee shall thereupon rise and report 
such objection to the House, which shall decide, without debate, whether such 
bill or proposition shall be considered or laid aside for the present; whereupon 
the committee shall resume its sittmg without further order of the House. 





The committee will now rise and report the objection to the House. 

Mr. SPRINGER. Is not my motion to report the joint resolution 
favorably to the House in order? 

The CHAIRMAN. It is not. 

The committee accordingly rose; and the Speaker having resumed 
the chair, Mr. BuRRows, of Michigan, reported that the Committee of | 
the Whole House on thestate of the Union having called up as the first | 
business in order on its Calendar joint resolution (H. Res. 109) to admit 
free of duty 2 monument to General Washington objection was made, | 
and in accordance with the rule the committee rose, and the object 
is reported to the House. 

The SPEAKER. The Committee of the Whole House on the state | 
of the Union having reached the joint resolution (H. Res. 109) to admit 
free of duty @ monument to General Washington, objection was made, 
and the question now before the House is, Shall the joint resolution le 
considered or laid aside for the present? 

Mr. COX, of New York. Can we have the joint resolution read? 
The SPEAKER. We are not voting on the joint resolution, but un- 
der the rules the House is now deciding without debate on the question | 
whether the joint resolution shall be considered or laid aside for the | 

present. 

Mr. HOOKER. Still we may have the joint resolution read 

Mr. MCMILLIN rose. 

The SPEAKER. For what purpose does the gentleman ris 

Mr. MCMILLIN. To make a parliamentary inquiry. 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman will state it. 

Mr. McMILLIN. Is it in order to have the joint resolution read 
with a view of knowing what we are voting on? 

The SPEAKER. The House is voting whether t 
shall be considered or laid aside. 

Mr. McMILLIN. Is it in order to have it read so 
what we are voting on? 

Mr. ANDERSON and others objected. 

The SPEAKER. The question before the House is whether the joint 
resolution shall be considered in Committee of the Whole House on the 
state of the Union or be laid aside for the present, and that question is 
to be decided without debate. 

Mr. MCMILLIN. Task to have the joint resolution read 

The SPEAKER. The Chair can not direct it to be read. 

Mr. MCMILLIN. But is it not in order to have it read? 

The SPEAKER. Not now, as the objection made in committee is to 
be decided without debate. 

Mr. MCMILLIN. When will it be in order to have the joint reso 
lution read ? 

The SPEAKER. When it is up for consideration. 
now is, shall it be considered or laid aside; and that question is to b 
decided without debate. 

Mr. SPRINGER. I ask for a division on that question. 

The House divided; and there were—ayes 51, noes 117 

So the objection was sustained. 

The committee resumed its session. 


ion 


he joint res ut on 


COLLECTION OF TAX ON WEISS BEER. 

The CHAIRMAN. The next business on the Calendar is the bill 
(H. R. 4453) to regulate the collection of the tax on weiss beer. 

Mr. KELLEY. I object to the consideration of that bill. 

Mr. KNOTT. I call for the reading of the bill. 

The CHAIRMAN. The gentleman from Pennsylvania objects to the 
consideration of the bill, and the committee will rise and report the ob- 
jection to the House. 

Mr. SPRINGER. Let it be read. I want to know what it is. 

Mr. KELLEY. I object to the consideration of the bill. 

Mr. SPRINGER. How can we tell whether we want to consider the 
bill or not unless we have it read ? 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair thinks that when objection is made to 
the consideration of a bill it is not in order to have it read. The rule 
requires the objection to be reported at once to the House. 

_ Mr. SPRINGER. But how can we tell until we know what the bill 
is whether we want to obfect or not? 

The CHAIRMAN. The title of the bill has been read. Objection 
being made, the committee will rise and report it to the House. 

€ committee accordingly rose; and the Speaker having resumed 


| the chair, Mr. Burrows, of Michigan, 


The question | 
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reported that th 








the Whole House on the state of the Union, having reached the bill (H 
R. 4453) to regulate the collection’of the tax on weiss beer, objection 
was made, and in accordance with the rule the committee ros l 
the objection is reported to the Hous 
fhe SPEAKER. O} having b de to the considerat 
of this bill in Committ ‘ Whole, the ques n now 1s. Shall t 
bill be considered or laid ; ie tor the present 
The question was taken dt objection was sustained 
The Committee of the Whol] red s 
rOMAT MEI 
The next business on the ¢ \ m (HH. I 
146) to authorize the Sec of the ‘| s e to be constr ed 
| and tested an automatic meter to: I r ntitv l test the 
specific gravity of distilled spirits and 1 t < l to make 
appropriation therefor. 
Mr. KELLEY. I object tot cousideration ot tion 
The CHAIRMAN. Objection being made to th sideration of the 
resolution, the title of which has been just read, t ! 
pursuant to the rule, rise and report the obje he J 
The committee accordingly ros 1 t Spe | 
the chair, Mr. Burrows, of Michigan, rted tl ( ‘ 
the Whole having reached t resolution IL. R l 
made, and in accordance with the rule the commit ( 
| jection is reported to the Hou 
The SPEAKER Phe ques 
sidered or laid aside for the pres« 
Mr. KNOTT. 1 eall for the r 
Mr. KELLEY hijee 
Mr. KNOTT | . Li ! { | 
question as to whethe not it sh be read must b \ 
vote of the Hous 
Mr. CONVERS] t ‘ wenta nquiry 
The SPEAKER i ( dispose of one yp 
time. 
The Chair ad: é to s { { t it i t before 
House for considerat t time nd the « ( tion tha 
is with referen rt lition of : the Cor ee ot 
| the Whole, whether « { I! ‘ { ommitt ) 
sider the joint r 
Mr. KNOTT. ( X | 
When the re } r . i 
to give afin vote 1s ae ‘ i sce | lto a 
shall be determined w i ‘ ’ f Il 
I demand a vot 
resolution shall lx 
Mr. IHHASKELI i pay 
the bill, but the bill i fal iL part of 
sideration, and takes it « 
by the gentieman t Lb int i 
Mr. COX, of New \ | \ Sas a 
me this question: Why t rill ‘ l or { to. 
it on Mondays? 
Mr. HASKEL! | ) ‘ 
tent that is, as to the question of 
Mr. COX, of New Yor No; | t day are reported for 
erence only, not for ideration 
The SPEAKER i rules require bil read t] 1 
gentleman from Ohio rose to a parliamentary inquiry 
Mr. CONVERSI i red the opinion of the Chair as to whet he 
this bill is a bill for x ne revenue, or not 
Mr. SPRINGER. Let the bill be read, and that will sl 
Mr. CONVERSE. I understand it is not a bill for ra 
Mr. COX, of New York low can we tind out unless t} 
read ? 
The SPEAKER. The Chair does not care to decide that que 
now, as he thinks it is not presented in the present aspect of th 
Mr. CONVERSE. Iask the question if the House did 1 resolve 
| itself into Committee of the Whole on the state of the Union tor th 
| purpose of considering bills raising revenue? If so, why this bill 
| brought forward for consideration? 
Mr. CARLISLE. I think myself it is not a bill for raising revenue; 
| but that is a question that should have been made in the Committee ol 


| the Whole. 
| TheSPEAKER. That was 
| title of the joint resolution was re 
Mr. KELLEY. If it is nota r 
for refusing to consider it now 
Mr. CARLISLE. Still the bill should be read to see what it is. 
The SPEAKER. Unless there is objection the bill will be read. 
Mr. CALKINS and others objected 
The SPEAKER Objection being made, the question is, Shall the 
bill be read ? 
The House divided; and there were—ayes 25, noes 137. 
| Mr. KNOTT. Task the yeas and nays upon the question of reading 
| this bill 


the opinion ot the Chair at the time the 


venue bill there is still further reason 
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The yeas and nays were not ordered, 22 only voting in favor thereof. 

So the House refused to order the reading of the bill. 

The SPEAKER. The question nowis, Will the House direct the 
committee to proceed with the consideration of the jointresolution the 
title of which has just been read? 

The question was taken, and the House sustained the objection. 

The Committee of the Whole resumed its session. 

Mr. KELLEY. I ask unanimous consent now that we proceed tothe 
consideration of the tariff bill. 

Several members objected. 

TAX ON NATIVE WINES. 

TheCHAIRMAN. TheClerk will report the next billon the Calendar. 

The Clerk read as follows: 

A bill (H. R. 920) to amend section 328 of the Revised Statutes of the United 
States, in relation to the tax on native wines. 

Mr. KELLEY. I object to the consideration of that bill. 

The CHAIRMAN. Objection being made, the committee will rise 
and report the objection f the House. 

The committee accordingly rose; and the Speaker having resumed 


the chair, Mr. Burrows, of Michigan, reported that the Committee of 


the Whole House on the state of the Union having reached the bill (H. 
R. 920) to amend section 328 of the Revised Statutes of the United 
States, in relation to the tax on native wines, objection was made, and 
in accordance with the rule the committee rose, and the objection is 
reported to the House. 

The SPEAKER. The question is, Shall the bill be considered or laid 
aside ? 

The objection was sustained. 

The Committee of the Whole resumed its session. 

DUTIES ON SUGARS. 

The CHAIRMAN. ‘The Clerk will report the title of the next bill. 

The Clerk read as follows: 

A bill (H. R. 2222) to amend section 2983 of the Revised Statutes so that the du- 


ties paid upon sugars shall be upon the quantity delivered from instead 
of the quantity entered into bonded warehouses, 


Mr. KELLEY. I object to the consideration of that bill. 

The CHAIRMAN. Objection being made, the committee will rise 
and report the objection to the House. 

The committee accordingly rose; and the Speaker having resumed the 
chair, Mr. Burrows, of Michigan, reported that the Committee of the 
Whole House on the state of the Union having reached the bill H. R. 
2222, objection was made, and in accordance with the rule the com- 
mittee rose, and the objection is reported to the House. 

The SPEAKER. The question is, Shall the bill be considered or 
laid aside. 

Mr. TOWNSHEND, of Illinois. 
the consideration of the bill? 

The SPEAKER. If the gentleman had given attention while the 
House was in committee he would have learned who objected. 

Mr. TOWNSHEND, of Illinois. I have the right to ask the Speaker 
that question. 

The SPEAKER. 
of fact. 

Mr. KELLEY. ‘Thechairman of the Committee on Ways and Means 
objected to the consideration of the bill. 

Mr. TOWNSHEND, of Illinois. I am glad to hear the objection 
came from that quarter. 

The SPEAKER. The question is, Will the House direct the com- 
mittee to proceed to the consideration of the bill? 

The objection was sustained. 

The Committee of the Whole resumed its session. 

OLEOMARGARINE. 

The CHAIRMAN, The Clerk will report the title of the next bill. 

The Clerk read as follows: 

A bill (HL. R, 6685) to tax the manufacture and sale of oleomargarine. 

Mr. KELLEY. I object to the consideration of that bill. 

Mr. HASKELL. I ask that by unanimous consent we pass over this 
bill. 

Mr. FLOWER and Mr. TOWNSHEND of Illinois objected to the 
bill being passed over. 

Mr. KELLEY. I am opposed to the consideration of any bill till we 
reach the tariff bill. 

The committee rose; and the Speaker having resumed the chair, Mr. 
Burrows, of Michigan, reported that the Committee of the Whole 
House on the state of the Union having reached the bill H. R. 6685, 
objection was made, and in accordance with the rule the committee rose, 
and the objection is reported to the House. 

The SPEAKER. The questionis, Shall the bill be considered or laid 
aside for the present? 

The objection was sustained. 

The committee resumed its session. 


CHIME OF BELLS. 
The Clerk will report the next business on the 


I wish to inquire who objected to 


The Speaker is not required to answer questions 


The CHAIRMAN. 
Calendar. 








The Clerk read as follows: 

Joint resolution (H. Res, 257) authorizing the remission or refunding of duty 
gee of bells for the Church of the Holy Trinity, Philadelphia, Pennsyi- 

Mr. KELLEY. 
tion. 

The committee rose; and the Speaker having resumed the chair, \; 
Burrows, of Michigan, reported that the Committee of the Whol. 
House on the state of the Union having reached the joint resolution }} 
Res. 257, objection was made, and in accordance with the rule the 
committee rose, and the objection is reported to the House. 

The SPEAKER. The question is, Shall the joint resolution be oo, 
sidered or laid aside for the present? 

The affirmative vote was taken. 

Mr. SPARKS. I want to hear the joint resolution read. 1 want 
know whether or not it is the duty of this House to vote in fayor o; 
considering that joint resolution. 

The negative vote was taken. 

The question was decided in the negative. 

Mr. FLOWER. If that resolution had been for salt, sugar, and pig. 
iron, it would have gone through. g 

The committee resumed its session. 

IMPORTED HAY. 

The CHAIRMAN. The Clerk will report the title of the next bill. 

The Clerk read as follows: 

A bill (HI. R. 6809) to adjust the duty on imported hay. 


Mr. KELLEY. I object to the consideration of that bill. 

The committee rose; and the Speaker having resumed the chair, M: 
Burrows, of Michigan, reported that the Committee of the Whole 
House on the state of the Union having reached the bill H. I. 6309, 
objection was made, and, in pursuance of the rule, the committee rose. 
and the objection is reported to the House. 

The SPEAKER. The question is, Shall the bill be considered or laid 
aside for the present? 

The objection was sustained. 

The committee resumed its session. 

TIN. 

The CHAIRMAN. The Clerk will read the title of the next bil! 

The Clerk read as follows: 

A bill (H. R. 2108) in relation to the manufactures of tin, and for other purposes 


Mr. KELLEY. I object to the consideration of that bill. 

Mr. CONVERSE. I desire to inquire whether these bills are on the 
Calendar of the Committee of the Whole House on the state of the Union” 

The CHAIRMAN. All of those bills are on that Calendar. 

Mr. CONVERSE. TheClerk will please indicate the page from which 
he has just read. 

The CLERK. Page 17. 

The committee rose; and the Speaker having resumed the chair, M: 
Burrows, of Michigan, reported that the Committee of the Whole House 
on the state of the Union having reached the bill H. R. 2103, objection 
was made, and, in accordance with the rule, the committee rose, and the 
objection is reported to the House. 

TheSPEAKER. The question is, Shall the bill be considered or laid 
aside for the present? 

The objection was sustained. 

The committee resumed its session. 


TOBACCO, ETC. 


The CHAIRMAN. The House having directed the Committee of 
the Whole to lay aside the bill last reached on the Calendar, the Clerk 
will report the title of the next bill. 

The Clerk read the title of the bill, as follows: 

A bill (H. R. 6563) to abolish the internal-revenue taxes on tobacco, snul!, ci- 
gars, cigarettes, and for other purposes. 

Mr. KELLEY. I object to the consideration of that bill. 

Mr. TUCKER. I hope that bill will be considered now. 

The CHAIRMAN. Objection being made to the consideration ot the 
bill, the Committee of the Whole will rise and report the objection to 
the House. 

The committee accordingly rose; and the Speaker having resumed the 
chair, Mr. Burrows, of Michigan, reported that the Committee of the 
Whole having reached the bill (H. R. 6563) to abolish the internal-re\« 
nue taxes on tobacco, snuff, cigars, and cigarettes, and for other purposes, 
objection was made, and, in accordance with the rule, the committee 
rose, and the objection is reported to the House. 

The SPEAKER. The question is, Will the House direct the Com 
mittee of the Whole to proceed with the consideration of the bill, o: 
lay it aside for the present? 

Mr. KNOTT. I call for the reading of the bill. 

Mr. KELLEY and others objected. 

The question was taken upon ordering the bill to be read; and upon 
a division there were—ayes 65, noes 133. _—- 

So the House refused to order the bill to be read. 


The SPEAKER. The question now is upon directing the Commitice 


I object to the consideration of that joint reso)y. 


of the Whole to proceed with the consideration of the bill. 
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Mr. TUCKER, Mr 


The yeas 





100, nays 147, not voting 44; as follows: 


aiken, 
Armfield, 
Atkins, 
Barbour, 
Beach, 
Belmont, 
Beltzhoover, 


Berry, 
Blackburn, 
Blanchard, 
Bliss, 
Buchanan, 
Buckner, 
Cabell, 
Caldwell, 
Carlisle, 
Chapman, 
Olardy, 

Clark, 
Clements, 
Converse, 
Cook, 
Covington, 
Cox, Samuel 8. 
Cox, William R. 


Aldrich, 
Anderson, 
Atherton, 
Bayne, 
Belford, 
Bisbee 


’ 
Bland, 
Blount, 
Bowman, 
Bragg, 
Brewer, 
Briggs, 
Browne, 
Buck, 
Burrows, Julius ©. 
Burrows, Jos. H, 
Butterworth, 
Calkins, 
Campbell, 
Candler, 
Cannon, 
Carpenter, 
Caswell, 
Chace, 
Cobb, 
Crapo, 
Cullen, 
Cutts, 
Davis, George R. 


So the House refused to direct the Committee of the Whole to con- 


sider the bill. 


YEAS—100. 
Cravens, House, 
Curtin. 5 pan George W. 
‘ orgensen, 
Da Lowndes H. Kenna, 
Dibrell, King, 
Same Knott 
. nott, 
Dunn, Leedom, 
lis, Le Fevre, 
Ermentrout, Manning, 
Evins, McKenzie, 
Flower, MeMillin, 
Ford, Mills, 
Forney, Money, 
Fulkerson, Morrison, 
Garrison, Moulton, 
Gibson, Muldrow, 
Gunter, Mutchler, 
Hammond, N. J. 
Hardy, Phelps, 
Haseltine, Phister, 
Randall, 
Herbert, Reagan, 
Hewitt, G. W. Reese. 
Hooker, Rice, Theron M. 
NAYS—147. 
Errett, pach, 
Farwell, Chas. B. ackey, 
Farwell, Sewell S. Marsh, 
Geddes, a 
. Slure, 
Godehalk, MeCoid, 
Grou McKinley, 
Guenther, McLean, Jas. H. 


Miles, 


Hammond, John Miller, 
Hardenbergh, Moore, 
Harmer, Morey, 
Haskell, Morse, 
Hazelton, Murch, 
Heilman, Neal, 
Henderson, Norcross, 
H O'Neill, 
Hill, ‘ 
Hiscock, Parker, 
Hitt, Payson, 
Ho! ‘ Peelle, 
Horr, Peirce, 
Houk, Pettibone, 
Humphrey, Pound, 
Jaco Presco 
——, - eaeee, 

‘ones, James K. y 
Jones, Phineas Reed, 
Joyce, Rice, John B. 
Kasson, Rice, Wm. W. 
Kelley, Rich, 
Ketcham, Richardson, D. P. 
Lacey, Ritchie, 
Ladd, Robeson, 
Lewis, Robinson, Geo. D. 
Lindsey, Robinson, Jas..S. 
Lord, Russell, 

NOT VOTING—4. 

Dunnell, Hutchins, 
Fisher, Latham, 
Frost, Martin, 
Harris, Benj. W. Mason, 
Harris, Henry 8S. cCook, 
Herndon, McLane, Robt. M. 
Hewitt, Abram S. Mosgrove, 
—* Nolan, 

oe, eco, 
Hubbell, Paul, 
Hubbs, Robinson, Wm, FE. 


The following additional pair was announced: 
Mr. TYLER with Mr. WiLLIAMs of Alabama. 
Mr. TYLER. I desire to state that if Mr. WrLL1aMs, of Alabama, 


were present, I would vote ‘‘ no.’’ 


Mr. KELLEY. I ask unanimous consent to dispense with the read- 


ing of the names of those voting. 
Mr. BLANCHARD objected. 


The names of those voti 
Mr. JOSEPH D. TAYLO 


in the ive. 


The SPEAKER. Did the gentleman respond when his name was 


called ? 


Mr. JOSEPH D. TAYLOR. Some one was talking to me, and I did 


not hear my name called. 
The SPEAKER. The gentleman’s vote can not be recorded. 
The result of the vote was then announced as above stated. 


Mr. RANDALL. 


were then read. 
I ask consent to have my vote recorded 


The SPEAKER. The gentleman will state it. 


Mr. RANDALL. 


the tariff bill will be reached ” 
XIV——100 
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Richardson, J. 8. 
Robertson, 
Rosecran: 


Ss, 
Seales, 
Shelley, 
Simonton, 
Singleton, J. W. 
Singleton, Otho R. 


Shallenbe 

hallen r, 
Sherwin, aa 
Shultz, 

Skinner, 

Smalls, 

Smith, A. Herr 
Smith, Dietrich C, 
Smith, J. Hyatt 
Spaulding, 
Spooner, 

Steele, 
Stockslager, 
Stone, 

Strait, 

Taylor, Ezra B. 
Thomas, 
Thompson, Wm. G. 
Townsend, Amos 
Turner, Henry G. 
Updegraff, 
Valentine, 


Ross, 

Taylor, Joseph D 
or, Joseph D. 

Tyler, 


Urner, 

Van Voorhis, 
Williams, Thomas 
Wilson, 

Wood, Benjamin 
Wood, Walter A. 
Young. 


I rise to a parliamentary inquiry. 


I desire to inquire of the Chair how many revenue 
bills there are on the Calendar of the Committee of the Whole before 


. MILLS, and others called for the yeas and nays. | The SPEAKER. The Chair is informed that there is but one more 
nays were ord 8 
The question was taken; and it was determined in the negative—yeas | 


| bill. 

Mr. RANDALL. The object of making a test vote on this particular 

| bill having been accomplished, I ask that the remaining bill which in- 

| tervenes before the tariff bill can be reached be laid aside by consent of 

| the House. 

| Mr. KELLEY. There is but one more. 

| Mr. TUCKER. I have no objection to that, because my purpose has 
been answered in securing a test vote on the tobacco bill. 

TheSPEAKER. The gentleman from Pennsylvania [Mr. RANDALL } 

| asks unanimous consent that the revenue bill on the Calendar preced- 

ing the tariff bill may be laid aside for the present. 

| Mr. CARLISLE. How can that be done in the House ? 

The SPEAKER. It can only be done by unanimous consent. 

Mr. CARLISLE. The gentleman from Pennsylvania will allow me 
to suggest that the only revenue proposition on the Calendar before the 
tariff bill will be reached is a joint resolution providing for the im- 
portation into the United States, duty tree, of books printed for the 
use of the blind. I think that can be laid aside in Committee of the 
Whole in one minute after it is reached to be reported favorably tothe 
House at some future time. 

Mr. KELLEY. I have no objection to that, provided there be no 
debate. 

Mr. CARLISLE. 

Mr. KELLEY. 

The SPEAKER. 
be reached. 

Mr. KELLEY. 

The SPEAKER. 
Statutes. 

Mr. CARLISLE. 
a customs officer. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair, on further examination, understands 
that this bill is not a revenue bill. The gentleman from Pennsylvania 
[Mr. RANDALL] asks consent to lay aside all revenue bills intervening 
between that last disposed of and the tariff bill. 

Objection was made. 

The SPEAKER. Objection is made. 
will resume its session. 

Mr. CARLISLE. Idonotobject. I have consented, with the under- 
standing arrived at between the gentleman from Pennsylvania { Mr. KEt- 
LEY] and myself, that the joint resolution to which I have reterred may 
be favorably reported from the Committee of the Whole at some future 
time. 

The SPEAKER. 
if it so desires. 

The Committee of the Whole House on the state of the Union resumed 
its session. 


There will be no debate—not a word 
Then I make no objection. 
The Chair is informed there are two bills yet to 


What is the other bill? 
The bill to amend section 2743 of the Revised 


That is not a revenue bill. It fixes the salary of 


The Committee of the Whole 


The Committee of the Whole can dispose of that 


BOOKS FOR THE BLIND. 

The CHAIRMAN. The last bill before the Committee of the Whole 
having been laid aside by order of the House, the Clerk will report the 
title of the next bill. 

The Clerk read as follows: 

Joint resolution (H. Res. 298) providing for the importation into the United 
States, duty free, of books printed for the use of the blind. 

Mr. CARLISLE. [ask that this bill be laid aside to be favorably 
reported at some future time. 

Mr. RANDALL. Is it proposed that this bill be considered at some 
future time in its turn? 

Mr. CARLISLE. I desire that the bill be laid aside to be reported 
favorably, but I do not wish the committee to rise now for the purpose 
of reporting it. 

Mr. RANDALL. 
be read. 

Mr. CARLISLE. Then let it be passed over. 

Mr. KELLEY. Pass itover. I object to its consideration 

The CHAIRMAN. Thegentleman from Kentucky {[Mr. CARLISLE} 
asks that this bill be passed overinformally. Is there objection? The 
Chair hears none. The Clerk will now report the title of the next bill. 

TARIFF. 

The Committee of the Whole proceeded to the consideration of the 
next bill, the title of which was read, as follows: 

A bill (H. R, 7313) to impose duties upon foreign imports, and for other pur- 
poses. 

Mr. KELLEY. I ask unanimous consent that the first reading of 
this bill for information be dispensed with 

There being no objection, it was ordered accordingly. 

Mr. KELLEY. Mr. Chairman, there are many reductions in the rates 
of existing duties proposed by the bill we are about to consider which 
my individual judgment does not approve. 1 fear they may be tound 
in practice to be so great us to embarrass or suspend important indus- 
tries, and by thus restricting the demand for labor and impairing the 
efficiency of our productive power will put American consumers of arti 
cles at the mercy of those who, by reason of the withdrawal of our com- 
| petition in any particular industry, will havea monopoly of our markets 


If the bill is to be reported favorably, it ought to 
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and may, as they have hitherto done, control prices therein. Neverthe- 
less I shall support the bill in all its features, submitting amendments 
to its text only in case I shall be instructed to do so by the committee 
over which I have the honor to preside. 

In all legislation upon the tariff of a country with a population ex- 
ceeding 50,000,000, with continental dimensions and resources unpar- 
alleled alike in their abundance and diversity, a spirit of compromise 
must largely control in the maturing of such bills. 

This bill as a whole is, in my judgment, the most perfect tariff bill 
ever submitted to the American Cong It proposes a complete sub- 
stitute for title 33 of the Revised Statutes of the United States, and 
gentlemen will therefore find on the opening pages of the bill a num- 
ber of sections in which no change is proposed; there are here simply 
that they may be part of the bill, and consequently part of the title 
for which this bill is proposed as a substitute. On page 8 we leave 
those sections and proceed to the first of the proposed schedules, that 
on chemicals. 

I trust the committee will bear in mind that the bill does not propose 
a change in the nature of our customs regulations and tariff duties. It 
proposes no new scheme of customs revenues. What it proposes is a 
revision of the existing tariff and an adaptation of its provisions, under 
which many of our industries have been organized, to the changed con- 
dition of circumstances. 

The progress of science, as exhibited in chemistry, that science which 
penetrates and permeates every department of industry from the hum- 
blest handicraft to most delicate and complex departments of produc- 
tion—the progress, I say, of this science has since our tariff was framed 
been marvelous. The most scientific men, the boldest projectors in 
this country or elsewhere would not in 1860 have believed that in little 
more than twenty years there could be accomplished results such as 
our industrial classes are now familiar with and the beneficent results 
of which the consumers of textiles, metals, drugs, and of an infinite 
variety of articles are to-day enjoying. 

So, too, improvements made possible by the progress of chemistry 
have been made in the metals and all forms of utility or beauty to which 
they are applicable. 

The Tariff Commission speaks of the iron industry as a dying in- 
dustry. It has consequently in an infinite number of cases classified 
iron and steel under the same rates of duty. Not only is steel sup- 
planting iron, which crucible or cast steel could not possibly have done, 
but there are characters of steel then unknown and unsuspected—the 
Bessemer, the open-hearth, the Thomas-Gilchrist or basic process, and a 
large number of other processes—which produce at reduced cost low car- 
bon steel and have given us improved material, not only for railroads, but 
for almost every branch of construction. So rapidly has adequate pro- 
tection developed these methods that many of us are unconsciously 
using steel nails and spikes and other articles of hourly need, believing 
them to be iron. I have a friend whose business has grown to be more 
than half a million of dollars per year. This business illustrates the 
fact that under the dominion of science in a country free to develop 
its resources, the ingenuity and industry of whose people are stimu- 
lated by liberal rewards for their labor and enterprise, there is no such 
thing as waste. Every staple material used by the gentleman to whom 
I reler was waste fifteen years ago. Not only were they waste, but 
almost every one of them was an obstruction and annoyance to the peo- 
ple among whom theyaccumulated. Progress in mechanics can hardly 
besaid to have lagged behind thatin chemistry. Not only havecombina- 
tions of metals and their form and uses changed, but that which twelve, 
fifteen, or twenty years ago was produced as a rude whole, is now fre- 
quently produced in many parts. The result is that under the influ- 
ence of science and invention large classes of goods disappear from enumer- 
ations and classifications of the existing tariff. Thus numerous ques- 
tions are raised for decision by the Treasury upon the appeal of but one 
party, the importers, for under existing law he only has the right to ap- 
peal from the decision of a collector. Hence it is from want of proper 
schedules and classifications that the Treasury Department makes much 
of our revenue law, and the courts upon further appeal make often- 
times still more. 

It was one of the complaints, Mr. Chairman, of the first Secretary of 
the Treasury of the United States, Alexander Hamilton, that in devolv- 
ing on that office appeals from adjudications by collectors of ports that 
officer was burdened beyond the endurance of humanity; that he could 
not give personal attention to these numerous conflicting appeals upon 
the proper decision of which so much of the Government’s revenue de- 
pended. In those early days, therefore, these questions began to be re- 
ferred to clerks, and to-day questions involving the capital, energy, and 
enterprise embarked in vast flelds of labor are disposed of by minor clerks 
in a by-room of the Treasury, and if appeal be taken from the decision 
the American producer of the commediior has no voice, can not get be- 
fore the courts, and cases made up for courtare made by these same sub- 
ordinate clerks whose decisions are to be overruled or sustained. This 
condition of affairs isa perennial fountain of suspicion and open scandal. 

Right here, sir, I renew my assertion that this tariff bill is an im- 
provement on any ever submitted toCongress. The TariffCommission 
was unable to perfect its work. The time given it was insufficient for 
the work confided to it; and the commission deserves neither the cen- 











sure which has been heaped upon it on the one hand, nor the landa. 
tion its work has received on the other. Considering the brief time 
given it, and the want of experience in such labor of many of its men. 
bers, that commission performed what I regard as a wonderfu] work 
and so far as its conclusions resulted from thorough consideration, | 
accept most of them. , 

But when the Committee on Ways and Means came to examine the 
schedule presented by the commission we found some of them (rela. 
tively few) which appeared to have been deliberately considered, but that 
most of them seemed to be the reports of sub-committees to whom partic- 
ular subjects or schedules had been referred, who had made their report 
oftentimes after very hasty work, and which report had not been re. 
vised by the whole commission. Thus it occurred that articles appeared 
twice, once in one schedule at one rate of duty and again under the 
same name in another schedule at another rate of duty—in one case 
in the metal schedule at 20 cents a pound, I think, and under the same 
name in the chemical schedule at 30 per cent. ad valorem, a very dif. 
ferent rate of duty. 3“ 

The committee found itself very seriously reflected on as having made 
inroads on the commission’s free-list, while in truth and in‘ fact it has 
made large additions to that list. One of the cases which led to most 
grievous condemnation of the Ways and Means Committee was the 
striking off the free-list of cabinets of antiquities, &c. Well, now the 
committee, had it been di to do so, could not deny that it had 
struck those articles from the free-list, but it could not tor the life of jt 
see why it should be twice in that list, and it struck it out once and 
left it in once. 

Again, sir, it was found the commission had omitted a great many 
articles found in the present law and which ought to be there and which 
we have embodied in this bill. Yet, notwithstanding these evidences 
of haste and want of time to consider by the whole commission, I say 
it performed a work for which I am profoundly grateful and for which | 
believe if we enact this bill into law the country at large will be grate- 
ful. 

They have made schedules and classifications more perfect than any 
I have ever seen; and in these classifications they have sought, and the 
committee has extended their work in that direction, to embrace all the 
articles in the chemical world and the world of colors and drugs which 
discovery and invention have added to the lists of chemicals since the 
lastrevision of the tariff. And with reference to metals, to so classif\ 
articles and parts of articles that they shall have due relation to each 
other, imposing a lower duty on that which involves material of litt) 
value and of little labor, and raising the rates of duty as the value o! 
the material and the amount and character of the labor required to finish 
the article increases. This, together with the fact that while the com 
mission and the committee have sought to make the classifications so 
complete that there shall be no difficulty in learning to what class an 
import belongs, together with definitions embodied in the bill by th: 
commission, such as the definition of steel, will assist the customs offi 
cers in determining what is due to the revenue and what is due to those 
whosé capital and skill are embarked in our productive industries. To 
complete this it has been the object of the committee, in all ‘‘ basket’ 
classes as I have heard them called—blanket classes, catch-alls, 01 
classes providing for articles not otherwise provided for, to keep the rate 
of duty above the schedule rates. The committee have sought to put 
the ratesin those paragraphs higher than the schedule ratessoas to make 
it the interest of the importer and the foreign manufacturer who con 
signs goods to his agentin this country to put his articles in their proper 
class, to classify them according to the tariff bill and not as now to classi!) 
them undernew nomenclature, under changes of name, soas to get them 
intothe not otherwise provided for classes at lower rates of duty than 
those named forthese articles onthe schedules. Thus the Treasury De- 
partment has decided as to a large class of articles on which the duty 
should be very advanced, that inasmuch as they appear in no classili- 
cation of the existing tariff they are manufactures not otherwise pro- 
vided for, and must consequently be admitted at little more than nomi- 
nal duty. Thus the whole tariff has been deranged, and thespectacle 
appears of a low grade or a low-priced article, which happened to be 
classified, paying double the duty that an article worth triple its value 
which was not classified is required to pay. 

This, Mr. Chairman, is not the only means by which we have sought 
to prevent the burdening of the Treasury and the courts and to secure 
an honest administration of the law. The commission recommended a 
customs court; and the committee has adopted that idea in connection 
with the Court of Claims, and has in connection therewith embodied a 
provision which will be acceptable to every American manufacturer and 
to every honest importer of foreign goods'into this country. It con- 
tains a provision never hitherto recognized in practice or embodied 1n 
our statutes. It is as follows: 

And any person having interest in the proper classification and rating of such 
merchandise, whether as importer of similar merchandise which has paid 8 
higher duty, or as manufacturer in this country of similar and competing mer 
chandise, may in like manner give notice in writing to the collector within ten 


days of his protest from such decision, stating clear _— concisely his reasons 
for such protest, and requiring a re-exami nof case; and in the evento 


the collector maintaining his original decision, the said protestant, whether im- 
porter or manufacturer or owner, may in like manner as above provided carry 
the case by appeal to the court hereby created: Provided— 
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And gentlemen will gee how conservative the committee have been 
in this matter and how perfectly they have guarded all interests— 

Provided, That said importer, manufacturer, or owner aforesaid shall give 
bond to secure all costs arising from such intervention. 

[ shall not now attempt, Mr. Chairman, to discuss the details of the | 
pill. I shall not consider the rates of duty imposed on any articles or 
class of articles. I am very anxious that the bill should have tull and 
free consideration, and yet that it should be promptly disposed of. I 
have no desire to waste time in debate. On the contrary, I hope that 
in view of the very elaborate discussion of all abstract questions relating 
to the tariff during the last session the Committee of the Whole will 
determine to make general debate brief, and to consider the bill by 
paragraphs and then consider it fully. 

There are but few weeks of the session left. The business of the 
country is almost at a standstill. Men are neither willing to manu- 
facture nor import. Those who need goods for their own use or as 
steck in their stores are buying only from hand to mouth. The whole 
country is suffering. The productive employments, beginning with 
the mines, the coal-pits, the forges, and the furnaces, and thence up- 
ward through all the stages of manufacturing industry to those regions 
in which the most costly goods are produced, are palsied by uncertainty ; 
and while expressing the hope that our friends on that side of the House 
will agree to a very brief general debate and let us get speedily to the 
consideration of the bill, 1 beg my friends on this sideof the House to be 
faithful to their constituents and the country in this emergency and 
to be in their seats whenever the House may be asked to go into the 
Committee of the Whole on this bill, with a view to its speedy conclu- 
sion. We owe it tothe country; we owe it tothe toiling millions who 
labor; we owe it to the men of enterprise and industry whose capital 
is not commensurate with their undertakings, and who will be embar- 
rassed by long delay and stagnation of business; we owe it to the rev- 
enues of the Government; and, Mr. Chairman, we owe it to the fair fame 
of the Forty-seventh Congress that we shall act with promptness and 
expedition upon a matter that so vitally affects the interests of all of 
our countrymen. 

Mr. CARLISLE. Will the gentleman from Pennsylvania allow me 
to ask him a question ? 

Mr. KELLEY. Certainly. 

Mr. CARLISLE. I think the House and the country will be very 
much disappointed at the gentleman’s failure to state his opinion as to 
the amount of reduction of the rates of duty and the amount of reduc- 
tion in the revenue to be effected by thisbill. I should be glad to hear 
the gentleman’s opinion. 

Mr. KELLEY. I cutmy remarksshort, because I had an intimation 
that I would be interrupted directly by a message from the Senate. 

Mr. Chairman, I do not believe that anybody can make a guess or 
an estimate, as the phraseology runs, of what the reduction of the rev- 
enues will be. The Committee on Ways and Means bring to the atten- 
tion of the Committee of the Whole and of the House means of testing 
their bill such as I have never seen submitted under similar circum- 
stances before. Here is a— 

Table showing articles, amounts, and rates of duty under existing law, and those 
reported in House bill 7313, the computations being on the importation for the 
fiscal year ending June 30, 1882. 

This table was made by Treasury experts, at the instance of the Com- 
mittee on Ways and Means. There is also a statement by the same ex- 
perts, prepared in compliance with the request of the Committee on Ways 
and Means, giving the existing rate of duty, the rate proposed by the 
commission, and the rate proposed by the committee in its bill, where, 
in view of the changes of classification, that can be done. 

These experts report that in their belief, upon their estimates, the net 
decrease of revenue from the adoption of this bill will be $20,855,799. 
My own impression is thatthe reduction will be much greater, the com- 
parison being predicated on an amount of imports equal to those of 1882, 
on which these calculations were made. 

Mr. ANDERSON. How much greater ? 

Mr. McKINLEY. I trust the chairman of the committee will add 
that in this estimate account is not taken of the abolition of charges on 
transportation. 

Mr. KELLEY. [should state that the bill abolishes charges and com- 
missionson inland transportation, which is regarded asa reduction equiv- 
alent to, I think, 10 per cent. on most of the goods. 

Mr. COX, of New York. How could it be as much as 10 per cent. ? 

Mr. KELLEY. It is. We will show youcases in which, for instance 
on earthenware, those are 50 per cent. 

Mr. THOMPSON, of Kentucky. 1 would like to ask the gentleman 
from Pennsylvania a question. 

_Mr. KELLEY. I have not time now, for apower before which I must 
sit down waits at the door. If gentlemen desire it I will take the floor 
again for interrogation when we next go into Committee of the Whole. 








on TUCKER. Does the gentleman from Pennsylvania yield the 
r 
Mr. KELLEY. I hold the floor. 
Mr. TUCKER. If the gentleman yielded the floor I would take it. 
Mr. KELLEY. I move that the committee rise. 
The motion was agreed to. 


The committee accordingly rose; and the Speaker having resumed the 
chair, Mr. Burrows, of Michigan, reported that the Committee of the 
Whole House on the state of the Union had had under consideration 
the bill (H. R. 7313) to impose duties upon foreign imports, and for other 
purposes, and had come to no resolution thereon. 

EXPORTS FROM FOREIGN ‘COUNTRIES. 

Mr. KELLEY. Iam directed by the Committee on Ways and Means 
to report back with a favorable recommendation a resolution of inquiry 
introduced by the gentleman from Texas[Mr. MILus], asking informa- 
tion from the State Department as to what countries impose duties on 
exports. 

The Clerk read the resolution, as follows: 

Resolved, That the Secretary of State be directed to inform the House of Rep- 


resentatives, if the records of his office contain the information, what duties are 


levied upon exports by different countries having commercial relations with the 
United States. 


The resolution was adopted. 
MESSAGE FROM THE SENATE 

A message from the Senate, by Mr. Sympson, one of its clerks, com- 
municated to the House resolutions adopted by the Senate on the an- 
nouncement of the death of Hon. BENJAMIN H. HILL, late a Senator 
of the United States from the State of Georgia, 

THE HILL. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair lays before the House the resolutions 
that have just been received from the Senate. 

The Clerk read as follows: 


LATE HON. BENJAMIN H. 


IN THE SENATE OF THE UNITED STATES 
January 25, 1883 

Resolved, That earnestly desiring to show every possible mark of respect to 
the memory of Hon. Benjamin H. Hix, late a Senator of the United States 
from the State of Georgia, and to manifest the high esteem in which hiseminent 
public services and distinguished patriotism are held, the business of the Sen- 
ate be now suspended that the friends and late associates of Senator Hii. may 
pay fitting tribute to his high character, his public services, and private vir- 
tues. 

Resolved, That in the death of Senator H1Li the country has sustained a loss 
which has been felt and deplored to the utmost limits of the Union. 

Resolved, That the Secretary of the Senate communicate these resolutions to 
the House of Representatives 

Resolved, That, asan additional mark of respect for the memory of the deceased, 
the Senate do now adjourn. 


Mr. HAMMOND, of Georgia. 
to the desk. 

The Clerk read as follows: 

Resolved, That the House of Representatives has received with deep sorrow 


the official announcement of the death of BENJAMIN HARVEY HILL, late United 
States Senator from the State of Georgia. 

Resolved, That the House suspend its business, that fitting mention may be 
made of his private virtues and his publie worth. 


Resolved, That at the conclusion of such tribute to his memory the House shall 
stand adjourned, 


Isubmit the resolutions which I send 


Mr. HAMMOND), of Georgia. Mr. Speaker, so many have spoken 
and written of the dead Senator, so aptly have the prominent incidents 
of his life and phases of his character been noticed that naught but repe- 
tition can follow. But, representing the district in which he lived, 
having practiced law at the same bar with him for twenty years, and 
been long his neighbor and friend, I can not allow this occasion to pass 
without adding my tribute to the many already so worthily bestowed. 

Born without wealth, he owed to a relative the opportunity for com- 
pleting his education in the University of Georgia. There, in 1844, he 
bore off the first honor in a class noted for men who became prominent 
in the affairs of our State. 

In 1845 he began the practice of law at La Grange, Troup County, 
Georgia. In February, 1848, he was admitted to the supreme court 
of the State. Residing in the interior, among an agricultural people, 
he had but little use for such branches of the law as commercial centers 
and seaportsdemand. He used no special pleading except in the United 
States courts, in which, prior to the war, the jurisdiction was limited 
and the business meager. He owned few books, and no large law 
library was within his reach. 

He did not become learned in the law by comparing system with 
system, the polity of our people with those ot other nations, measuring 
their weights and computing their values as affected by times, places, 
and circumstances. But he had astrongand comprehensive mind, and 
had cultivated his intellectual forces until he had acquired that high 
art so well déscribed by Cicero: ‘‘Qu docet rem universam tribuere 
in partes, latentem explicare definiendo, obscuram explanare interpre- 
tando; ambigua primum videre, deinde distinguere; postremo habuere 
regulam quo vera et falsa judicarenter et qu, quibus positis, essent, 
quzeque non essent, consequentia.’’ 

He cited but few authorities and seldom read from books. But he 
had mastered our system of blended law and equity, and this power 
of analysis and combination made him strong before the bench, search- 
ing out and applying principles to facts. His diction was clear, pre- 
cise, forcible, and ornate. His splendid physique, his graceful and 
manly delivery, his brilliant oratory, now mild and persuasive, now 
furious as the storm, made him an advocate unsurpassed in ourcountry. 

Such ability and accomplishments commanded employment at the 
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highest compensation, and furnished ample means to supply the wants 
and gratify the tastes of himself and family. A hundred acres com- 
prised his suburban home and farm. In front were perhaps twenty 
acres square on which grew nothing but massive oaks. Midway be- 
tween them a gravel earriage-way and granite walk led to the top of 
a hill. There he built his house; square, spacious, and on three sides 
shaded by «a colonnade of tall and heavy Corinthian colamns. While 
one was struck with its adaptation to its surroundings, the fruits and 
fish-ponds in rear, the flowers in front, prepared him for the bountiful 
but unostentatious hospitality and plain but tasteful adornment within 
the lawyer’s home. 

Here in the midst of his family, of which he was at once the stay and 
idol, we leave him to glance at his career in the broader field of poli- 
tics. ‘Thus it has been epitomized by himself in the Congressional Di- 
rectory: He was State representative in Georgia in 1851 and State sena- 
tor in 1859-1860. He ran as the candidate of the American party against 
Hiram Warner in 1855, and for governor of Georgia in 1857 against Gov- 
ernor (now Senator) Brown. He was presidential elector on the Fillmore 
and Donelson ticket in 1856, and on the Bell and Everett ticket in 1860. 
Ile was a delegate to the State convention of Georgia in 1861, and advo- 
cated the Union until secession had been irrevocably resolved upon; be- 
came a delegate to the provisional congress of the Confederate States and 
a senator in its regular congress. He was elected to the Forty-fourth 
Congress to fill the vacancy caused by the death of Garnett McMillan, 
and was elected to the lorty-fifth Congress, but resigned upon his elec- 
tion to the United States Senate. There he remained from the 5th of 
March, 1877, till his death. 

The time thus covered was long. It was burdened by the grand 
events which led up to the war, by that terrible struggle for supremacy 
and the strife and convulsions of the people slowly wandering back 
through untried paths to peace. 

One part of it we may dwell upon, because he always mentioned it 
with such sel (-satistaction—that was his love forthe Union of the States. 
He favored the Clay compromise measures of 1850; he supported Howell 
Cobb for governor as the candidate of the Constitutional Union party 
upon a platform declaring those compromises ‘‘ fair, just, and equita- 
ble,’ and aided in piling up for him a then unprecedented majority in 
a gubernatorial race in our State. 

This platform of 1855 spoke of *‘ the maintenance of the Union of 
these United States as the paramount political good.’’ By that of 1856 
“the perpetuation of the Federal Union’? was regarded ‘‘as the pal- 
ladium of our civil and religious liberties and the only sure bulwark 
of American independence.’’ That of 1860— 

Resolved, That it is both the part of patriotism and of duty to recognize no po- 
litical principles other than the Constitution of the country, the Union of the 
States, and the enforcement of the laws. 

He opposed the calling of the Georgia State convention of 1860. He 
was elected thereto to oppose secession. In that body, composed of the 
flower of our State, men superior to him in age and political experience, 
he led the tight for Governor Johnson's resolutions for a convention of 
States, to deteat those of Judge Nesbit for immediate disunion. Thongh 
his motion failed, he voted against the declaratory resolution for secession 
with a minority of less than athird of the convention. South Carolina 
had seceded; Mississippi, Florida, and Alabama had gone. Georgia then 
seemed to him to have no choice between joining her fortunes with 
theirs and confusion and chaos within her borders. He therefore then 
sought to make the convention unanimous for secession. And when 
the war was over, at an expense of nearly $2,000, he placed in front of 
that broad walk to his house immense iron gates, on each of which were 
shown our flag and eagle, that in going in and out he and his children 
might be daily reminded of the imperishable ensigns of their country. 

But while he had struggled for the Union, none doubted his devotion 
to the Southern cause. While Georgia’s colonial flag floated over the 
capitol at Milledgeville he was chosen by the convention of 1860 as a 
delegate to the provisional congress, charged by a resolution of our State 
to form a government ‘‘ modeled as nearly as practicable on the basis 
and principles of the Government of the United States of America.” 

The first session of our general assembly elected him senator in the 
congress of the Confederate States, over Law and Governor Johnson, who 
had opposed secession, and Iverson, Jackson, and Toombs, who had 
urged disunion. And in that senate the confidence of his State was 
supplemented by that of President Davis and all the most earnest 
friends of the new government. 

That government failed, but his career was not ended. The war re- 
stored the Union. But how changed was the situation! The South 
did not concede that its quarrel had been unjust or its action wrong. 
There, as here, the soldiers gloried in their records. There, as here, he 
who bore a wound received in battle was regarded as holding a patent 
to the love and admiration of his fellows. 

The Union was restored in law, but without the ante-bellum sur- 
roundings. The Constitution was changed in essentials which the 
North thought would strengthen our system, bat which the South 
thought subversive of the fundamental principles of our Government. 

A new element was incorporated into the body-politic. The North 
thought that necessary tosecure what it called “the fruits of the war;”’ 
the South thought that thereby her civilization was endangered and the 
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safeguards of constitutional liberty strained to their uteermost. ‘‘p, 
construction ”’ came in all its various phases—d ment of former 
— and enfranchisement of former slaves, martial law and bayone; 
rule. 

The South was repeating the mournful Jeremiad: 

We are orphans and fatherless, our mothers are as widows. * * * 

Our necks are under persecution; we labor and have no rest. * ¢ ¢ 

Servants have ruled over us; there is none to deliver us out of their hand. 

Mr. HILL heard, and determined to strike for deliverance. Oc 
ing no official position, he could appeal only as a private citizen. }j. 
had been well trained for such work. In 1855 he had met Warner, ex- 
judge of our highest court, strong, logical, and of spotless reputation 
for integrity, and reduced a large majority to almost naught by com. 
manding eloquence on the stump. In his race for governor and can- 
vassing as presidential elector he had become well known throughout 
the State. He was ranked among the very best of a host of gifted men. 

He never told an anecdote, indulged in no flights of fancy; he quoted 
neither poet nor classic, yet he charmed and enchained his audiences. 

This new field suited his manner and disposition. His detiant xpeec), 
at Davis Hall, his denunciations at the Bush Arbor, at Atlanta, electri- 
tied his sympathetic hearers. A larger mass was enthused by his ‘* Notes 
on the Situation,’’ written with a pen dipped in the very gall of bitter- 
ness. Invective was his forte, and in these efforts he excelled himsel; 
He chated as a caged lion as he saw statute alter statute aimed by Con- 
gress against the political equality of his native State and her rightiu) 
rule thrice displaced by martial law. He believed ail those measures 
‘unconstitutional, null, and void,’’ and that his would be the glory o: 
having them so denounced. : 

He and his courageous comrades revived the drooping hopes and re 
kindled the courage of our people, and soon saw Georgia resume he: 
normal position as a State in the Union, and strengthen by her coun 
sel and example her struggling sisters of the South. But in al! else 
there was signal failure. The changes wrought by war were unalterable, 
and he accepted the inevitable. 

These topics are mentioned only because they cover so large a part 
of Mr. HILL’s public life. They are of great weight and full of inter 
est, but may not be considered now. Better that the embers die out 
than that they should be rekindled by exposure. With restoration 
“ame peace and commerce and social intercourse. Passions. cooled, 01: 
memories revived, common interests urged to common thought and 
purpose. 

Soon he was elected Representative and then Senator. The positions 
assigned him here on committees and in debates show that his reputa 
tion was well established and national. His conduct here, his votes and 
speeches have passed into history. They are toorecentto need comment 
or justify discussion now. The pride of his State was seconded by th: 
country which cheerfully counted him among the great men of our ag: 

His name may not be associated with any great reform; his genius 
may not be crystallized in any statute of ourcountry. This may be bx 
cause he belonged to that large class of orators who build not them 
selves, but by encouragementand criticism perfect the building of others 
Or it may be that a tree so frequently and so violently transplanted 
could not yield its natural fruitage until time had cured its shocks. That 
time was not given. In the zenith of his powers the end came. 

That tongue so eloquent was being by a cancer destroyed. The 
cruel knife, intended to stay, seemed but to hasten the catastrophe 
Nor nature nor art could arrest its progress. With mind unimpaired 
he waited and patiently suffered the tortures which preceded death 
As thesun rose upon the earth on the 16th of August last, he was gone 

His long suffering had mellowed admiration into love. Our capita! 
city was draped in mourning, its business stopped, and its organization- 
private and public, vied with each other in expressions of sorrow. |! 
parts of our State sent delegations to his funeral. Through a long lan 
of sympathizing fellow-citizens, Representatives and Senators bore hin: 
to his grave. 

They had sat in the church to which he belonged and heard the past 
his life-long friend, tell of his early conversion and his enduring faith 
Long after his power of speech was gone, as the cruel cancer was eat in¢ 
his earthly life away, he thought and wrote of life eternal. Once whe! 
engaged in such high thought he had read, by his pastor, Paul's grand 
reasoning about the tact and necessity of the resurrection. Responding. 
with tremulous, dying hand he wrote: 

If a grain of corn will dieand then rise again in infinite beauty, why may )\«' 
I die and then rise again in infinite beauty and life? How is the last a greater 
meney than the first? And by somuch as I exceed the grain of corn in th 
life, why may I not exceed it in the new life? Tow can we limit the power « 
Him who made the grain of corn (to die), and then made the same grain agai!) 
in such wonderful newness of life? 

His great soul had grasped the sublime “‘ mystery” that ‘this cor 
ruptible must put on incorruption and this mortal must put on Imm 
tality,’’ and when, on a later occasion, he wrote for this man of God, 
“T can not suppress a certain elation at the thought of going,’’ he hi 


“upy- 


| evidently caught the triamphant enthusiasm of the Apostle of the Gen 


tiles when he concluded : 


So when this corruptible shall have put on incorruption, and this mortal shu! 
have put on immortality, thenshall be brought to pass the saying that is writte:, 


Death is swallowed up in victory. 
Oo , where is thy sting? O grave, where is thy victory? 
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Mr. SPEER. Mu. Speaker, to eulogize the deeds and preserve the 
memories of those who either in peace or war have conferred benefits 
or luster on —_ country has ever among the civilized been regarded a 

ivilege and a : 

The desire of culos an ambition to emulate such examples has 
doubtless given birth to such usages and sentiments. Nor can it be de- 
nied that the means are conducive to a beneticial end. The human 
mind is so constituted that it is not only interested, it is aroused and 
stimulated by lofty ideals of excellence. Indeed, a clear conception oi 
what has been done, and therefore what can be done, is an important 
‘actor inachieving eminence in any profession or in any enterprise. 

Cesar might never have won his splendid triumphs assoldier and states- 
man had he not chanced to see in an obscure town in Spain a statue of 

\lexander the Great. His passion for military glory was then and there 
fired by the thought that the Macedonian at thirty years of age had 
conquered the world, while he, though thirty-five, had achieved but 
little renown. It is certain that an intense interest in the lives and 
deeds of the great men of their commonwealths formed no small part 
of the patriotism of the ancient Greeks. Athens was but a vast museum 
of architecture, sculpture, and painting dedicated to the national glory 
and the worship of the gods. The city was full of the memorials of 
actual history. Its youth were perpetually surrounded with incentives 
to patriotic devotion. Every street and square from the Pirzus to the 
Acropolis were adorned with statues (by the most consummate masters 
that ever gave life to marble) of the great men of the republic: Solon the 
law-giver, Conon the admiral, Pericles the mightiest of their statesmen, 
and Demosthenes the prince of their orators, in imperishable marble, 
gave inspiration to the Athenian youth. . 

Twenty-three centuries have not extinguished this sentiment of ven- 
eration for the illustrious dead. It still lives to console and elevate 
humanity. Its memorials are found to-day in every civilized land. On 
the banks of the Danube, that historic river whose waves have wit- 
nessed the march of the hordes of Attila and the paladins of Charle- 
magne, whose shores have echoed to the tramp of the Roman legions, 
the hymns of the crusaders, and the artillery of Napoleon, stands a noble 
structure of marble called the Hall of Heroes, a modern Valhalla, filled 
with the effigies of the great men of all Germany. ‘* By the soft, blue 
waters of Lake Lucerne,’’ says the eloquent Meagher, “‘ stands the chapel 
of William Tell. In the black aisle of the old cathedral of Innspruck 
the peasant of the Tyrol kneels before the statue of Andrew Hoter. In 
her new senate hall England bids her sculptors place the images of her 
noblest sons, her Hampden and her Russel. Inthe great American Re- 
public, in that capital city winich bears his name, rises the monument 
of the Father of hisCountry.’’ Yes, even in young America the ideal- 
izing power of the painter and the sculptor are employed to kindle the 
generous ambition of the youthful aspirant to fame. Sir, how apposite 
in this connection are the melodious verses of Cowper: 

Patriots have toiled, and in their country’s cause 
Bled nobly ; and their deeds, as they deserve, 
Receive proud recompense. We give in charge 
Their names to the sweet lyre. The historic muse, 
Proud ofthe treasure, marches with it down 

To latest times; and sculpture in her turn 

Gives bond in stone and ever-during brass 

To guard them and immortalize her trust. 

We should not defraud the illustrious dead of their rightful reward, 
that reward which is the great moral compensation for contempora- 
neous prejudice and injustice. Nay, more, we should never take away 
from coming generations the strongest incentive to patriotism to the 
love and service of their country. Rather let it be proclaimed by | 
memorial service and monumental marble, by noble and beautiful art, | 
that those who consecrate their talents or their lives to the state will 
not, shall not, be forgotten, that they shall live in memory so long as 
uien shall reverence law, honor patriotism, or love liberty. Thus may 
we hope for a long and glorious bead-roll of great statesmen and gal- 
lant soldiers, and that it will never be said of this Union of States as 
was said of ancient Rome, ‘‘ Octavius has a party and Antony has a 
party, but the Republic has no party.”’ 

_In conformity, then, with a usage sanctioned by the wisdom of ages of 
civilization, we have assembled to pay a national tribute of respect to the 
memory of BENJAMIN H. HILL, the late distinguished Senator of Geor- 
gia. He has al been laid to rest beneath the soil of that State which | 
gave him birth, which he served so long and loved so well. Never | 
were public esteem and private affection more signally manifested than | 
at his obsequies. The islature of Georgia has ordered his portrait 
to he on the walls of the capitol. Public muniticence has pro- 
jected a stately monument to mark the place of his burial and as a token 
ot admiration for his talents, recognition of his patriotic services, and 
respect and affection for his memory. 

But it is not extravagant to say that neither funeral pomp nor public 
eulogy, neither the painter's pencil nor the sculptor’s chisel, can do that 
for his | which he has done for it himself. 

It will not be expected of me to undertake the superfluous task of 
dwel in detail on the events of his life, or of attempting an elabo- 
rate delineation of his character. ‘This has been done by the ablest 
writers of the press with an acuteness of analysis and an opulence of | 
illustration that will convey to posterity a vivid conception of the great | 
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subject. ‘This has been appropriately done in wise and eloquent words 
in the other wing of the Capitol by Senators who have listened with 
admiration to the voice of our now silent but once matchless orator. 
They may have agreed with him or they may have differed from him, 
but they could not fail to reeognize his lofty and chivalrous bearing, his 
commanding ability, his eloquent reasoning, his ardent and devoted 
patriotism. These will be remembered when the asperities of political 
controversy are forgotten. I can say, however, from an intimate per- 
sonal acquaintance with him, that he was a man of unimpeachable in 
tegrity, ever evincing by precept and example his respect for morality 
and religion. The moral, the religious, the charitable, the educational 
institutions of his State have lost in him an influential friend and a gen- 
erous benefactor. 

His name was a tower of strength to every good cause in which it 
was enlisted. One trait only will I stress in this presence, and that is 
his patriotism. He loved his country, his whole country, its Constitu- 
tion, its laws, its liberties. He was a manto whom the whole country 
Was ever more than a part. Originally a member of the old W hig 
party, an enthusiastic disciple of Clay and Webster, he loved as they 
did the Union cemented by the blood of our Revolutionary fathers 
He regarded that Union as a perpetual bond of national brotherhood, 
and as associated with the most precious memories of the past and 


freighted with the brightest hopes of the future. In the darkest pe- 
riod of that fierce sectional controversy between the North and the 


South, which ripened into one of the most gigantic wars in the blood- 
stained annals of our race until hope had been swept away by the fiery 


| tide of revolution, he continued to hope and to temper the counsels of 


the people. He was thereafter throughout the struggle steadtast to his 
kindred and his people. This is characteristic of the man, and will be 
appreciated by the generous everywhere. His course was such that it 
could not be said of him as Dr. Johnson said of Junius: 


Finding sedition in the ascendant he was able to advance it; finding the 


na 
tion combustible, he was able to inflame it. 


He knew that our system of government, like all human institutions, 
however wise in theory and successful in its general operation, is liable 
to abuse; that unwise laws were sometimes enacted; that salutary laws 
were sometimes evaded and even resisted; that party spirit, the bane 
of all free institutions, which Washington himself pronounced the worst 
enemy of popular government, was sometimes pushed to the verge of 
remorseless and maddening convulsion. But he never despaired of the 
Republic. He had little sympathy with that dangerous folly which 
pretends that our national prosperity is on the wane; that the meridian 
of our country’s glory has been reached and passed; that nothing is to 
be expected but venality in legislative bodies and corruption in our 
courts of justice; that the ‘‘ American Astrea, like the goddess of old, 
has fled to the stars.’’ 

He held, and wisely held, that the founders of our Government and 
their descendants had accomplished more and better results within the 
century of their existence than had ever been accomplished in the same 
time in the history of any race. He was persuaded that they had se 
cured for themselves a larger amount of the substantial blessings of life 
than are enjoyed by any people on the globe 

He believed that our country might, and by the blessing of Provi- 
dence would, reach a height of prosperity of which the world as yet has 
seen no example. 

But I forbear. Six months have passed since he was taken from us 
His protracted sufferings and hopeless disease prepared us for the iney 
itable result. But I can not but feel to-day, as 1 did when it was first 


| announced that Senator HILL was dead, that Georgia had hardly another, 


I might say not another, such life to lose. 
ful of all, generous and kind to all. 


He was unselfish, thought 
His life and his labors were con 


| secrated to the welfare and happiness of others; and, more than al! 


“tor the profit of the people, for the advancement of the nation.’ 


Mr. TUCKER. Mr. Speaker, in the natural grief which Georg 
for the loss of her great son it is not fitting that Virginia should mani- 
fest her sympathy in silence at the tomb of one who often said he felt 
like standing in her presence ever with uncovered brow. In this pub 
lic calamity which touches the whole country Virginia begs to lay the 
tribute of her respect on his grave. 

My acquaintance with the lateSenator Hitt began with our entrance 
into this Hall as members of the Forty-fourth Congress. It ripened 
into intimacy from an association as members of tlie Committee of Ways 
and Means. That relation has no doubt made it seem appropriate that 
I should have been invited to say something on this occasion. 

Mr. HiLL was born in Georgia in September, 1823, of a parentage 
which was of English origin and had for generations lived in his ya 
tive State. He loved her with the devotion of a true and faithful A 
His father, though not very liberally educated, coveted high culture for 
his children, and secured a classical education for his distinguished son, 
which he completed at the University of Georgia, in Athens, in 1444 

Mr. HILL was admitted to the bar in 1845, and reached that emi- 
nence in his profession early in his career which great talents, fide! 
and enthusiasm will always secure. He entered the legislative hal!s uf 
Georgia as early as 1851. He was a candidate for Congress in 1455 


it teels 
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and for governor in 1857, but was defeated on both occasions on polit- 
ical grounds; but it speaks strongly for his rapid rise in public estima- 
tion that at so early an age he was nominated for the chief executive 
office of that great Commonwealth. 

He was a decided Whig in politics, and was on the electoral ticket of 
Bell and Everett in the memorable contest of 1860. 

The election of Mr. Lincoln to the Presidency in that year caused 
the call of the convention in Georgia in January, 1861, which passed the 
ordinance of secession for that State from the Union. To that con- 
vention Mr. HILL was elected; and in its debates he took a prominent 
part in opposition to secession and in favor of awaiting in the Union 
the results of the triumph of the Republican party. 

When the convention decided against his views, he threw himself 
with all the ardor of his powerful intellect into the cause of the confed- 
eracy. He was elected to the provisional congress at Montgomery, and 
afterward to the senate of the Confederate States, in which he served 
his State with greal zeal and signal ability until the close of the war. 
He was in 1865 arrested and imprisoned in Fort Lafayette for some time 
by the Federal authorities; and upon his release returned to the bar, 
practicing his profession with great success and participating with the 
Democratic party in the political questions of the period of reconstruc- 
tion. He waselected to the Forty-fourth Congress and was assigned by 
Mr. Speaker Kerr to a position on the Committee of Ways and Means, 
of which my honorable friend from I]linois[ Mr. MORRISON] was chair- 
man. Of that commitvee there remains in this House but three mem- 
bers, the then chairman, the present honorable chairman of the com- 
mittee [Mr. KELLEY], and myself. 

In January, 1876, the debate on the amnesty bill was opened with 
such a display of political excitement and sectional bitterness as I have 
never seen since that time, and which I am glad to hope will never be 
seen again ion this Hall. 

In that debate no one who heard it can ever forget the parliamentary 
eloquence and ability of Mr. Blaine and of General Garfield, and the 
no less skillful and powerful speech of Mr. HILL. It was the battle of 

iants, and Mr. HILL was the equal of any man wio took part in it. 
i placed him at once in the front rank of debaters in the American 
Congress. 

Whether in the Jabors of the Committee of Ways and Means on the 
question of tariff and finance, or in the discussions in the House, Mr. 
Hit, continued while a member of this body to rise higher and higher 
in public estimation until his election to the Senate in the winter of 
1877. 

It is not too much to say that as a Senator he fully maintained his 
high reputation, and measured swords in debate on few occasions in 
which he was not victor, and in none in which he was vanquished. 

A mortal disease, insidious in its progress and painful in its nature, 
ended his life in the summer of last year, and the grave was closed upon 
a career which, though not prolonged to old age, was one of the most 
brilliant and memorable in our parliamentary history. 

The elements which make up the character of a remarkable man it 
is interesting to analyzeand portray. I feel incompetent to do so satis- 
factorily in this case, for while our intercourse was always familiar and 
cordial, ourrelations were notso close and confidential as to have enabled 
me to judge and measure him with critical accu b 

His tall and striking person, his grave and thoughtful face, his clear 
but dreamy eye, and the gleam of sunshine which lit up his counte- 
nance when friendly intercourse detached his thoughts trom the sub- 
ject in which his mind was absorbed, all combined to interest, attract, 
and impress every person who came in contact withhim. His ringing 
voice; his earnest, sometimes vehement, manner; his bold and aggres- 
sive style; his strong, clear, and logical reasoning; his exalted and elo- 
quent declamation, and withal his self-reliant and confident assertion 
of his views, made him one of the most powerful and impressive speak- 
ers of his time, 

He worked with intense and concentrated energy. His mind was 
capable of great abstraction. In the companionship of his own thoughts 
he became often unconscious of all around him, and his intellectual 
powers then glowed with the fires of his own enthusiasm. 

He was an intellectual athlete. Hisstrength was not mere dead force, 
but his sinewy frame enabled him to turn an adversary in the decisive 
wrestle, when he himself seemed to be overthrown. He was not tech- 
nical in his reasoning, but cut down to the root of the matter of debate. 
His nature was bold and aggressive. If his foe wasin ambush he uncov- 
ered him and forced him into the open field. His tactical method was 
assault. He strack for his enemy’s center and rarely attacked his flank. 
But when assailed and in retreat, he would suddenly turn upon his foe, 
retrieve his loss, attack on flank or center as best he might, and snatch 
vigtory from ree ys of defeat. He was formidable in the open- 
i* of battle, chiefly for attack, but he was as dangerous in retreat at 
its close. When pressed by a too confident t, disaster did not 
dismay him, mishap did not demoralize him. is ample resources were 
adequate to any emergency, and he would convert what seemed a fatal 
mistake into the source of a final triumph by his quick and bold 
of his assailant which he often to a complete rout of his forces. 

He argued from the of his own brain. He intensified 
thought upon the issue, and discarding authority and extrinsic aids, 





drew from the well-furnished armory of his own mind the Weapons and 
munitions for the conduct of his warfare. 

These qualities made him a peers the bar, whether before 
juries or courts, and a great de in the halls of ion; indeed, 
as formidable in these respects as any man of his day. 

I believe he thought best on his feet. The fervor of his intellect 
made his arguments present convictions which might pass away and 
give place to others as strong under mental action at another time. To 
this iarity in his mental operations was due what seemed a lack of 

sometimes in the conclusions he reached. His intellectua) 
activity was so powerful as to make him seem intolerant to his oppo- 
nents; but I do not believe it touched his heart. He struck the shield 
of his foe as a knight in the tournament, vigorously but without ani- 
mosity; and when the strife was ended he could lift up the adversary 
he had struck down and clasp him in friendly regard with the hang 
which dealt the blow. 

In his social life, while often abstracted by the thoughts which ab- 
sorbed him, he was genial, kind, and loving. Generous and brave, he 
grappled to him friends with hooks of steel. Honest in his dealing, 
sincere and truthful in his intercourse and cordial in his friendships, he 
died mourned by hosts of warm admirers and followers, 

He was not, I think, a great reader of books. For works of fiction he 
had no taste. He told me once he had never read one of Scott’s novels, 
after I had playfully called him in debate a Dalgetty, of whose name 
and character he was ignorant. But his reading was such as strength- 
ened his powerful mind, and furnished his style with the materials 
which gave grace and beauty to the solid and simple Doric of his severe 
and classic oratory. 

It was natural for such a man to have ambition. The eaglet in his 
home nest on the mountain cliff feels in his unfledged wing the power 
to soar toward the object on which he ever looks with unblenched eye. 
So genius, with prophetic instinct, aspires to achieve its conscious des- 
tiny. It seeks, or at least may not, without fault, put aside the oppor- 
tunity which will enable it todoso. When Lord Selborne reached the 
woolsack some friend congratulated him on attaining the summit ot 
his ambition. In substance he replied, ‘‘ Not so; I have gained the op- 
portunity to serve my country; the summit of my ambition is to serve 
her well, and to do "dd 

Such ambition is a noble virtue. The aspiration to uphold the right, 
to destroy the wrong, and to do good, is all of human glory which it is 
fit for human life to aspire to win. That ion for place and oflice, 
without consciousness of ability to fill it well and for the public good, 
is base and mean; it is a vice, the vice of our day, and leads to crime. 

Mr. HILt aspired for public positions from the self-consciousness of 
his fitness to serve his country in and through them. In him it was a 
noble virtue. 

He bore his prolonged and painful illness with patience, fortitude, 
and resignation. As the hopes of continued life faded away the light 
of immortality gleamed upon his latter days with the assurance of 
peace and eternal joy. The tongue which had thrilled the multitude 
and electrified the foram and the Senate, palsied by his mortal disease, 
faltered and was almost still. Yet it cheers us to know that in the 
death valley through which his great soul was called to pass, God gave 
that tongue the power to whisper in tones of touching tenderness and 
faith as his eagle eye gazed upon the opening glories of the immortal 
life, ‘‘Almost home! ”’ 

The paths of glory lead but to the grave. 

No farther? Aye! through the grave where human glory ends, the 
Christian hope plants our feet upon that path which leads to celestial 
glory in the bosom of our Father and our God! 


Mr. HOUSE. Mr. Speaker, when the hand of death struck the name 
of BENJAMIN H. HILL, of Georgia, from the roll of Senators, the sad 
event was deplored not only by the State that had honored him, but by 
the whole country. All realized the fact that a man of great intel- 
lectual power had fallen, and that a vacancy had been made in the na- 
tional councils which could not be readily supplied. 

I well remember the first time I ever met him. . It was at a mass- 
meeting during the Presidential campaign of 1860, at Knoxville, Ten- 
nessee. His fame even at that time, when he was comparatively 4 
young man, had traveled beyond the limits of his own State. I recall 
most vividly the impression he made on me on that occasion as one of 
the most eloquent and powerful po orators to whom I had ever 
listened. The crowd was num by the thousand, and the speaking 
took place in the open air in a beautiful grove near thetown. Without 
much seeming effort on his he held the undivided attention of the 
vast assembly during an ress of some two or three hours. I can 
never forget the trepidation and misgivings with which I arose, accord- 
ing to the programme of the day, to address the audience on the same 


side of the question, fear that it would be impossible for me to 
say anything that would interest a crowd that had listened to his mag- 


nificent effort. . 
I saw him no more until I met him at Richmond in the fall of 1861 


as a member of the congress of the Confederate States. At 
the end of the our paths diverged. He entered the 


congress 
confederate senate, where he served during the remainder of the war. 
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Thenext time I met him was in this Hall as 4 member of the Forty- 
fourth Congress. That Congress was the first one after the war to 
which fall delegations of representative men were admitted from the 
Southern States. They came to Washington fully impressed with the 
difficulties and complicationsthat surrounded them. They felt thatthe 
people whom they represented, greatly impoverished by the war and 
struggling to repair their ruined fortunes, would be held to a strict ac- 
countability for the actions and utterances of their representatives. 
Thus impressed and thus appreciating the dangerous ground on which 
they stood and the delicate relations which they sustained to the Gov- 
ernment, they determined to tread the path of patriotic duty so plainly 
and firmly that none could fail to see that they fully and honestly ac- 
quiesced in the results of the war, and were prepared to discharge in good 
iaith every demand imposed by the conditions of a restored Union and 
the common welfare of reunited people. I think I know the animus 
of the Southern men who took theirseats in this Hall as Representatives 
in the Forty-fourth Congress. Whether I have stated it truly and fairly 
| confidently leave the records they have made here to determine. 

Soon after the assembling of that Congress a general amnesty bill was 
introduced in the House by Hon. SAMUEL J. RANDALL, of Pennsylva- 
nia, being similar in all respects to a bill which had on two previous 
occasions passed the House of Representatives but failed in the Senate. 
The question arose of admitting Jefferson Davis to the benefits of the 
act. A distinguished Representative from Maine in the course of his 
remarks used this strong and emphatic language: 

And I, here before God, measuring my words, knowing their full extent and 
import, declare that neither the d of the Duke of Alva inthe Low Countries, 


nor the massacre of St. Bartholomew, nor the thumb-screws and engines of tort- 


ure of the Spanish Inquisition begin to compare in atrocity with the hideous 
crime of Andersonville. [Applause on the floor and in the gallaries. } 

Up to this time no Southern man had taken any part in the proceed- 
ings. The discussion had not proceeded far before it became evident 
that it was destined to provoke more or less of sectional bitterness. 
The Representatives from the South deprecated and deplored the agi- 
tation of questions growing out of the war. They felt that all such 
agitation was mischievous in its tendency and could be productive of 
no good to their section of the country, and they were anxious that all 
such questions should be relegated to the tribunal of history. But as 
the discussion p it assumed a character which in their opinion 
demanded that a reply should be made from a Southern standpoint. 
Mr. HILL, from his known intimate relations with Jefferson Davis dur- 
ing the war, as well as from his acknowledged ability, was generally 
recognized as the most appropriate Southern man to speak for his sec- 
tion in a debate which all felt was destined to become historic. But 
little time for preparation was allowed him, as the discussion arose 
rather unexpectedly. I know he felt deeply the responsibility and del- 
icacy of his position. To defend the confederate government against 
the charges brought against it and maintain the honor of the Southern 
name without saying anything that would militate against the interests 
of the Southern people in the prevailing temper of the public mind of 
the North required the exercise of the coolest judgment and the nicest 
discrimination. Thus restrained and shackled by the grave consider- 
ations which surrounded the situation, he felt that he could not in- 
dulge the usual freedom of debate, and was therefore forced to meet 
his adversaries upon unequal terms. When he arose to address the 
House he faced a most attentive audience upon the floor and in the 
crowded galleries. It was an occasion of deep solicitude and dramatic 
interest. I will not risk the imputation of obtruding improper and 
unwelcome suggestions upon this occasion by even a reference to the 
points or detuils of the discussion. It was watched with the keenest 
interest by both sides of this Chamber, and in fact by the whole coun- 
try. It aroused feelings which I am happy to say time has soitened 
and tempered, and which I would be the last to recall from the shades 
of the unhappy past. But justice to the dead requires that I should 
not omit to say that difficult as were the requirements of the occasion 
Southern representatives and the Southern people felt that their good 
name suffered no detriment from want of ability in its defender. 

Mr. Speaker, I recall another prominent figure in that memorable 
debate. James A. Garfield, of Ohio, repliedto Mr. HILL. Ifany one had 
been called on at that time to point out two men on this floor whose 
robust health and vigorous manhood gave the greatest promise of a long 
life, the selection could not have fallen upon any two members more 
appropriately than upon James A. Garfield and BenJAMIN H. HILL. 
How little we know or can know of what the future has in store for us. 

ow soon were these two distinguished men, who encountered each 
other in that debate, doomed to leave this world under circumstances 
of lingering and protracted suffering that stirred the sympathies of all. 

The former in a short while was transferred by the voice of his 
State from this House to the Senate, and before he could assume the 
duties of a Senator the voice of the American people called him to the 

. Honors were showered upon him with a profusion that 
left ambition but little to desire. He was inaugurated amid the well- 
wishes of the whole country. But while the thickly clustered laurels 
upon his brow were yet wet with morning dew—at a moment least 
pe pry in the heart of a populous city, in sight of the Capitol—the 

of a beastly and vulgar assassin laid him low. The national 
heart stood still with horror when the first shock of the great crime 
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was felt. As the distinguished sufferer lay upon his bed of pain, the 
hearts of his countrymen of all parties and all sections visited the 
chamber where he struggled with death, breathing sympathy tor his 
condition and hope for his recovery. This painful solicitude was merged 
into universal sorrow when the telegraph bore the news to every part 
of the country that the struggle was over. The Democrat forgot that 
he was a Republican President, and the Southern man that he belonged 
to the North. All party, all sectional feeling was lost in the profound 
gloom that pervaded the whole country. He had met his fate and 
borne his great sufferings with a patient fortitude and lofty courage which 
silenced all criticism and melted all hearts, while it intensified the uni- 
versal horror with which the assassin’s crime was regarded. For, Mr. 
Speaker, whatever may be true of other peoples and other lands, the 
crime of assassination can never be looked upon by the American peo 
ple with other feelings than those of execration and abhorrence. It is 
a noxious plant that can never flourish in our soil. General Garfield 
reached the highest position to which human ambition can aspire; but 
the grandest proportions which his character ever assumed were dis- 
played in the heroism of his death-bed. 

Mr. HILL was likewise called by the voice of his State to a seat in 
the Senate. This was a field much better suited for the exercise of his 
great gifts than the House of Representatives, and he soon gained in 
that body the front rank as a debater and a statesman of great and varied 
attainments. His speech in the Senate in the debate on the bill pro 
hibiting the use of troops at the polls was recognized by all who heard 
it or read it as an effort of transcendent ability. His analysis and expo 
sition of our dual system of government, defining the powers that be 
longed to the States and those that belonged to the Federal Government 
under the Constitution, were thorough and profound. That speech 
alone was sufficient to rank him in the first class of American states 
men, and to that class he undoubtedly belonged. As a debater he had 
few equals even among the distinguished men whose learning and abil 
ity dignify and adorn the American Senate. Whether on the hustings 
addressing the masses of the people, in the forum before judges and 





juries, or in the Halls of Congress discussing great questions of national 


importance, he never failed to impress himself upon those who heard 
him as a man of great power and ability. No antagonist, whatever his 
fame or prowess, ever encountered him upon any of those fields of in 
tellectual gladiature without feeling that he stood in the presence of a 
foeman worthy of his steel. But in the prime and plenitude of his 
great powers, when he felt the solid ground of a well-earned national 
reputation beneath his feet and a long and a brilliant career of honor 
and usefulness opening up befvre him, the admonition of death came, 
not, it is true, in the guise of an assassin’s bullet, but in a form no less 
fatal and certain. 

Soon after the meeting of the present Congress I visited the court- 
room where President Garfield’s assassin was being tried for his life. 
On leaving I met Senator HILL and we walked some distance together. 
On the way I inquired as to the condition of the malady that had ex 
cited his fears and the apprehension of his friends. I found him hope 
ful and cheerful, and even buoyant under the conviction that he had 
experienced the worst and that he was now in a sure way to permanent 
and final recovery. But not a great while afterward I heard that he 
had been compelled to again seek the offices of hissurgeon. I felt then 
that he was a doomed man—doomed to excrutiating suffering and cer- 
tain death. 

With his robust constitution and great strength of will he made a 
brave fight for his life, and sought ali the means within his power to 
preserve and prolong it. But all efforts proved unavailing, and at last 
he went home to die. Within its peaceiul bosom, surrounded by his 
family and friends and by the people who admired and loved and honored 
him, he looked death calmly in the face as he watched its approaches 
day by day, and knew that nothing could avert the inevitable hour 
How less than nothingness must have appeared to him all the glories ot 
this world as he passed through his terrible ordeal of suffering to the 
grave that he saw opening to receive him. Distinguished as was his 
life, all the honors that clustered around it fade into insignificance in the 
presence of the sublime courage and Christian patience and resignation 
that crowned his death. 

Men in the whirl of busy life and the carnival of earthly ambition 
may treat with a sneer or a jest the power of the Christian religion to 
sustain the struggling soul amid the agonies of dissolving nature and 
the gloom of approaching death; but that sneer is robbed of its sting 
and that jest loses its point beside the beds of protracted suffering and 
lingering death from which the victorious spirits of James A. Garfield 
and BENJAMIN H. HILL left their wasted tenements of clay. 

Mr. Speaker, sooner or later our struggle with the last enemy musi 
come; four whatever may be our hopes, our ambition, our schemes for 
the future, or may have been our achievements in the past, we may be 
assured of one fact—Time will overlook and Death forget none of us. And 
in that solemn hour which witnesses the exchan,e of worlds the ob 
scurest Christian that has honestly endeavored during an unobtrusive 
life to do his duty toward God and man is more to be envied than the 
tallest son of intellectual pride, though he may have walked the mount 
ain ranges of human thought, without God and without hope in the 
world. 
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CONGRESSIONAL 
Mr. WELLBORN. 


Mr. Speaker, ‘‘ How peaceful and how powerful 
is the grave!’’ 


The qualities here ascribed to humanity’s final resting place are none 
the less true because poetically asserted. Thegrave is an abodeof peace 
and an instrumentality of power. In bothessentialsitis above the vicis- 
situdes of time, ‘‘ Bulwarked around and armed with rising towers,”’ 
earthly forces can not break through nor raze. 

Whether the sun shines in brightness, or the clouds droop murkily; 
whether gentle breezes touch lightly, or the storm king rides upon the 
whirlwind, the condition of the grave is always that of repose. En- 
raged elements may beat down the monument, remorseless earthquakes 
swallow up the vault, but in the ideal grave, of which the monument 
and vault are but unsubstantial types, peace abideth ever. 

Tranquil is the sleep of him upon whose honored grave the repre- 
sentatives of millions of people, arrested for a while in their ordinary 
labors, are now laying the merited tributes of a nation’s esteem; tran- 
quil will it remain until after the latter days, when the promised sum- 
mons spoke by angel tongue shall awake from the embrace of death 
and call forth the released captive to those awards of brightness and 
joy which, on the testimonies of time, have already been entered up in 
the record-book of eternity. 

It is not the peace, however, but the power of the grave which the 
memorial services of this hour most strongly proclaim. Opportunities 
neglected and opportunities abused have caused thousands, in dying, to 
leave behind them but few evidences of their having been; or if many, 
only sad proofs of misspent and mischievous lives. Hence, ‘‘ Lived to 
little purpose,’’ or ‘‘ Lived to a bad purpose,’’ would be inscribed on 
many tombstones if they were truly epitaphed. 

Not so of the marble column which will point coming generations to 
the consecrated spot where lie entombed the ashes of Georgia’s great 
Senator. The matchless talents nature gave him were early dedicated 
to high aims, and the fruitful opportunities the wise improvement of 
those talents afforded shaped to their best uses. From the peace of his 
grave, therefore, rises in power an example worthy of all imitation, 
grandly illustrating how native talents usefully employed and properly 
directed can achieve wide and lasting renown in different and difficult 
walks of life, and how, in the supreme solemnity of the last hour, when 
earth and time are fast fading from view, they can nerve the soul of a 
feeble, wasted frame to bravely and triumphantly cross over the dark 
borders of that mysterious land before whose veiled terrors strong man- 
hood is wont to tremble. 

The example thus presented for our contemplation is made up from 
the experiences of Mr. HILL in private, professional, and public life. 
Of the last two only will I speak, leaving to others more familiar with it 
the portrayal of the first. It is not my purpose to undertake a narrative 
of events, but simply a hurried statement of traits of character which 
distinguished him in the public walks to which fortune or inclination 
called him. And in this I shall not aim at completeness, butonly give 
a few of the impressions made on my mind by a general observation of 
him as a lawyer, an orator, a statesman, and a patriot; nor shall I com- 
municate these impressions in words of studied panegyric. Too well 
do I recognize, as applied to Mr. HILL, the truth of the apostrophe— 

Nature doth mourn forthee. There is no need 
For man to strike his plaintive lyre and fail, 
As fail he must, if he attempt thy praise. 

The splendid triumphs of Mr, HILL’s maturer years at the bar show 
that he must have mastered the law as a science during the period of 
his professional pupilage. His attainments were not limited to a few, 
scattering rules and forms picked up from particular decisions used in 
cases with which he was connected; but were opinions and convictions 
formed from a searching and comprehensive study of jurisprudence as a 
grand system of principles resting on immutable foundations of right 
and justice. For the discovery of these principles he looked to the ex- 
ercise of his own reason, and in forensic contests relied mainly on a con- 
scious knowledge of the principles thus discovered. Adjudicated cases 
he regarded as but instances illustrating and applying principles. In 
other words, his own reason, strengthened and equipped by the pupil- 
age before mentioned, discovered and applied general principles; prec- 
edents were invoked largely, if not only, to support and confirm the 
conclusions of hisown mind. This view accounts for the singularreadi- 
ness and accuracy with which he could meet the various and often un- 
expected exigencies which complicated suits are liable to develop dur- 
ing the processes of trial. 

Mr. Hit. combined within himself — jurist and the = He 
was gifted with perception to discern judgment to apply appropri- 
ate principles to given states of facts. He had also a logical and per- 
spicuous style. union of these qualities made him clear and forci- 
ble in the statement and proof of his premises, and powerful if not re- 
sistless in the conclusions he t to establish. In law, as in pol- 
itics, he was distinguished for ity of thought rather than 1 
arship. His was the grander power to ; not the lesser faculty 
of appropriating the creations of others. He was a model, not a type. 
However so great the excellency he may haveattained unto in other 
suits, the judicial history of as well as the traditions of her 
people, will always claim his } attainments and forensic triumphs 
as among the most brilliant experiences of his brilliant life. 
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To intellectuality Mr. Hitt added the power to feel and to yj) 
These mental endowments, with his fluency of language and at time 
impassioned delivery, formed him for what he became—one of the great 


Eloquence is defined to be “ the utterance of strong emotion in 4 


manner adapted to excite emotion in others. It ordi. 
narily implice elevated and forcible thonghit, well chosen og 
easy and effective u and an im manner.’’ Those who 
ever 


heard Mr. HILL, at the bar, in legislative halls, or on the stump 

the energies of his nature were thoroughly aroused, could not 
have failed to recognize in his effort marvelous and unmistakable 1,3). 
ifestations of all these oo I remember to have heard a spec) 
he once made on a oceasion characterized by a critical auditor 4. 
“logic on fire.”’ And it was logic, burning logic; not the formal dis. 
putation of a schoolman, but the power of passionately -expressed thouy!): 
unto the conviction and moving of his hearers: 


And each man would turn 
And gaze on his ne 


's face, . 
That with the like dumb wonder answered him. 
ad . . . . You could have heard 
The beating of your pulses while he spoke. 


The traits and acquirements which made Mr. HILL renowned as 4 
lawyer and an orator fitted him for greatness in the arts of government 
In these, after political engagements and official station brought his 
mind to bear upon them, he soon became deeply versed and took rank 
with the foremost statesmen of his day. The question ‘“‘how can men 
be best governed ?”’ was witb him asubject of profound thought and phil. 
osophic research. He rightly looked upon it as a problem whose er- 
fect solution the great minds of the world on memorable trials had failed 
to work out. The records of history, which he widely and usefully ex. 
plored, instructed him thatphilosophy, with all its achievements in th: 
realms of political science, had not been able to impart perfection or 
permanency to any civil fabric yet built, and that even the testimonies 
to its mightiest triumphs were chiefly chronicled in the dismantled 
wrecks of the institutions it founded. He had fully learned the great 
lesson taught by ages of experience, that human infirmities will always 
impress their images on political as well as other human establishments, 
and that the Utopia of fiction could never exist in fact. 

The Constitution of the American Union, to which his best thought 
was long and profitably given, he considered the nearest approach to 
perfection in governmental structure human effort had yet attained 
Under the methods, however, which even this instrument provided, he 
was prepared to see measures consummated which his judgment con- 
demned as errors and told him were fraught with disaster and wo 
Emergencies of this kind, the crucial tests of character, did not confound 
his faculties, but rather stimulated them to the most reliable, if not 
highest exertions of statesmanship, namely, to see when a thing was in 
evitable, and, accepting it as such, to make the best of the situation, 
however bad it might be. He lost no time, therefore, in bewailing ac 
complished facts, but when proposed measures against which he warre« 
became irreversible policies, his quick, comprehensive perception took 
in the whole situation, and he at once applied himself not to a continu- 
ance of vain resistance but the more sensible work of so controlling 
these policies as to avert, as far as possible, the ruin they threatened, 
and bring out of them the best attainable results. This quality of states- 
manship, which, on close analysis, will be found to be nothing more 
nor less than the er of judicious selection between evils, Mr. H111. 
notably exhibited in his political course prior to and during the late war 

From 1855 up to the passage of the declaratory resolution by the con- 
vention of Georgia, January 18, 1861, he combated the disunion senti- 
ment with all the force and earnestness of his nature. The motives 
which influenced him were his attachment to the Union under the Con- 
stitution and his desire to avert the calamities he profoundly believed 
war would bring upon the South. 

For years he did all man could do to stay the swelling tide of popu- 
lar sentiment drifting his State and section, as he firmly believed, into 
a night of storm and tempest whose starless gloom would prove intense: 
than Memphian darkness. His efforts were ineffectual. The declara- 
tory resolution before referred to, against which he voted, fixed and de- 
termined ia’s policy. 

The die was cast. Then it was, under a high sense of duty to his 
State, he accepted as inevitable what he had struggled to prevent, an: 
recorded his vote in favor of the ordinance, believing this to be the in- 
itial and an important step to the unification of his people in the course 
they had determined against his j to adopt. Of the conspicu- 
ous he bore di the con ve throes that ensued I shal! not 

further than to say that all investigations and researches thus 
far made into that period of storm and gloom have but served to con- 
firm and draw out in bolder lines as his shining characteristics an 10- 
tellect equal to every in which he was placed, a fidelity to 
conviction nothing could swerve, a resolution difficulties could not vi 
settle, a courage dangers could not and a fortitude whose endur- 
ance no adversities could exhaust. is chapter of manly virtues wi!! 
ever be held in warm remembrance by his associates in misfortune aud 
defeat, and can but be read with respectful attention even by those who 
condemn the cause in which these virtues were displayed. 
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Mr. Hitw’s abilities as a lawyer, an orator, and statesman were sub- 
‘ected while he was in public life to the guidance of one grand senti- 
me “The noblest motive is the public good.”’ 

He loved his country with an intensity and ardor only lofty and gen- 
erous natures can know. Good government he considered the highest 
boon that could be bestowed on a people. For this he sought and 
studied long and diligently, The result of this search and study was 
one of the profoundest and most valued convictions of his life, namely, 
that there was no other form of government nor had there ever been 
one com le to the Union under the Constitution. Hear him as 
he tells to a listening Senate, in stately phrase, the excellency of this 
Government: 

blest government, the greatest government that human wisdom 
ptt. and it could not have been framed by human wisdom alone. The 
human intellect never existed in this world that could from its own evolutions 
have wrought out such a thing as this Constitution of the United States. * * * 
It isa government such as never dreamed of, such as Grecian never con- 
ceived, and such as European never had the power toevolve. When the Amer- 
ican people, either for the purpose of dismembering the States or of destroying 
them, shall destroy this un leled government, this government without a 
model, this government withouta prototype, they will have destroyed a govern- 
ment which seems to have been ly adapted to the peculiar condition of the 


time and to all their future wants, and they will launch out on a sea of uncer- 
tainty the result of which no man can forecast. 


Hear him again, as he declares to a vast multitude at his own home, 
in rapid, beautifal utterance, his admiration for the American system 
of government: 


My countrymen, have you ever studied this wonderful American system of 
free government? Have you compared it with former systems and noted how 
our fathers sought to avoid their defects? Let me commend this study to every 
American citizen to-day. To him who loves liberty it is more enchanting than 
romance, more bewitching than love, and more elevating than any other science. 
Our fathers adopted this plan with improvements in the details which can not be 
found in any other system. With what a noble impulse of patriotism they came 
together from different States and joined their counsels to perfect this system, 
thenceforward to be known as the “American system of free constitutional 
government.” The snows that fall on Mount Washington are not purer than the 
motives which begot it. Thefresh dew-laden zephyrs from the orange groves of 
the South are not sweeter than the hopes its advent inspired. The flight of our 
own symbolic le, though he blow his breath on the sun, can not be higher 
than its expected iny. 

Mr. Speaker, the voice of patriotism calls to us to-day from the grave 
of the great Georgian. In silence, more eloquent than stirring language, 
itpoints us to the ‘‘ American system of free constitutional government”’ 
as the ‘noblest government, the greatest government that human wis- 
dom ever devised.’’ It impresses upon us that this system is the one 
founded by Washington and other patriots of the Revolution; that it 
is hallowed by sacred memories and freighted with precious hopes; that 


though the rightful inheritance of one people, humanity everywhere | 


has an interest in its preservation; that, if in an evil hour it should 
perish, its rains would entomb forever the institutions of freedom and 
give a new birth to the establishments of despotism. 

By all these high considerations it pleads for the perpetuation of this 
incomparablesystem of government, ‘‘ this government without a model, 
this government without a prototype,’’ and points out the path of pub- 
lic duty by urging as the measureof public worth ‘that he shall be the 
greatest patriot, the truest patriot, the noblest patriot, who shall do most 
to repair the wrongs of the past and promote the glories of the future.”’ 

Mr. Speaker, the touching scenes and incidents of Mr. HiLt’s last 
sickness were a fitting close to the illustrious labors of his active life. 
The intellect, the resolution, the courage, the fortitude, which had sus- 
tained him in the latter did not desert him in the former. But, added 
to these, was a fuller reliance than ever on that unseen arm which alone 
can guide through the dark valley and shadow of death. So compos- 
edly did he contemplate his near dissolution that he was able to say, 
“But for the good I had hoped to do my family and country, I should 
regard the announcement ‘I must die’ as joyful tidings.” 

Above ail, how entrancing the vision it was granted him to see just 
before death took him away, and which he pictured so aptly in the last 
two words he ever spoke, ‘‘Almost home!’ Home! A magic word. 
The English has no brighter, the English tongue can speak 
no sweeter. It names the best spot on earth, the radiant center of 
pure sentiments and heaven-approved attachments. Thitherward the 
wanderer in distant lands ever turns his eye in bright expectancy; and 
when he has been long and far away and at last nears the loved place, 
and familiar objects begin to gladden his eye, the tired limbs may 
almost give out, but the hope-buoyed spirit exclaims, ‘Almost home !"’ 

_The end was at hand. The wanderings of time were over. Eter- 
nity’s glories were breaking around. The dying Senator spoke out in 
fall and even triumphant accent, ‘‘Almosthome !’’ The pulse throbbed 
its last beat, and the spirit flew to its God and immortal destiny. 


Mr. KASSON. I deeply regret, Mr. Speaker, that, contrary to well- 
ordered custom, Iam obliged to speak to-day touching the honored 
departed without the preparation that properly characterizes such an 
occasion. I learn to-day that those of my colleagues on this side of 
the House who, from old associations with Mr. HILL, late Senator, 
Were best fitted to speak of his character, and to make just apprecia- 
tion of those — which attracted the attention of the whole coun- 


try, were by and other special cause ted from taki rt 
in the ceremonies of this occasion. seams — 
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Unwilling that this side of the House, which had also been u@wit- 
ness of the distinguished ability of Senator H1LL while he was a mem 
ber of this body, should be unheard on this occasion, I venture to tres 
pass on the kindness of my colleagues while I say extemporaneously a 
few words upon his character and his services. 

We from the States of the North had only that opportunity to be- 
come acquainted with Mr. HI. which was otfered by his comparatively 
brief public career upon this floor. Some of us, including myself, were 
on the floor ut the time of that great debate to which so frequent refer- 
ence has been made by my colleagues upon the other side. Few men 
had a higher appreciation of the intellectual qualities developed by Mr. 
HILL in that discussion than myself. My sympathy with the views 
which he combated could not blind me to his power in debate. 

[ am obliged to speak chiefly of his character trom my memory of that 
session, and especially of that occasion. There were in him certain 
traits of character which have led me to compare him with Oliver Crom 
well, among persons of English history, and with few others known to 
American history. He combined great self-poise and apparent con- 
sciousness of power with a certain solid, adamantine honesty of pur- 
pose which rendered the movements of his intellect one of unusual, of 
extraordinary strength. Earnest in countenance, he expressed in that 
respect only the earnestness of his nature. He moved with solidity in 
the development of his intellectual forces. He could not be cast off his 
balance by any light attack whatever. He kept the main point always 
in view. His mind, like Cromwell's, was impregnated with a sense ot 
the obligations of religion. No man can bea great power ina Christian 
country without this inward sense of responsibility to a great Powe: 
a Power greater, higher than the people, and to whom the people them 
selves owe allegiance and acknowledge responsibility. It is the strony 
rock in human character to which, above all other qualities, the people 
themselves attach their contidence. 

While [ recognized these great elements of control of the homan mind 
in him, [ did not fail to see that he, like most of us, was still anintated 
chiefly by his great sense of responsibility to that parf of the country 
which he represented. | recognized that same honesty of character when 
he determined that the sentiments of those whom he represented should 
be also fairly manifested on this floor, and should be maintained by all 
the force of debate. 

And while from our point of view we often thought we discovered in 
him a power of prejudice which was ineradicable, we also were obliged 
to remember that our friends, bearing the same relations to us as we to 
him, would tind for the same reason, for identically the same cause, 
ground to believe that our views also were intluenced or controlled by 
prejudice of section and of association. 

Sir, I can not speak of Mr. HILt’s character prior to his entrance 
into the Fourty-fourth Congress. We knew him to be a man of power 
We in the North rejoiced when we heard that his voice was lifted to save 
us from the disasters that followed the era of secession. We mourned 
when we found that naturally, if not logically—tor we appreciated that it 
was natural—he cast in his lot with his own State tor disunion and sepa 
rate government. But we rejoice again when at the close of that great 
struggle, as shown by the gentleman from Georgia who first spoke to-day 
{Mr. HAMMOND], he again presented himself in the front of that column 
which sought to return to the Union with honesty of purpose, with 
perfect integrity of heart, and with an earnest desire to dotheir duty to 
the whole country as faithfully as they had done it to their own sec 
tion. I preter to remember Mr. HILL from such utterances in that 
speech to which reterence has been made as this: 
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We had well hoped that the country had suffered long cnough from feuds, 
from strife, and from inflamed passions; and we came here, sir, with the patri 
otic purpose to remember nothing but the country, and the whole country; and 
turning our backs on the horrors of the past to look with all earnestness to find 
glories for the future. 


When a man like Mr. HILL returns to what we may fairly call his 
first love and his first devotion, if means more than the flippant remark 
of one who desires to turn a phrase in oratory He was of that rugged 
honesty of nature that, whether or not wholly justified by an impartial 
judgment in the course he took upon any question, he never failed to 
impress his audience with the certainty and honesty of his conviction 
and of the opinion he professed to entertain. I mourn when such a 
man passes from the midst of us. I regret deeply that the Senate is ne 
longer able to hear his voice or to have the benefit of hissound judgment 

Sir, among the many sorrows which death inflicts upon the haman 
breast it carries with it one blessing. It is the disposition which then 
comes to us all to give to charity and justice their due dominion over 
intellect and heart, as we stand by the grave of the dead. Would to 
God that while all are alive we could equally feel and exercise those 
qualities in regard to our associates, whether opponents or friends. 

I take to myself, | think we can all take to ourselves, from the com 
ments made upon such a character as Mr. HILw’s, the thought how 
much more profitably, how much more agreeably, more patriotically 
our duties on this floor would be discharged if we could carry from his 
grave to our work on this floor the sentiments with which we all find 
ourselves inspired as we look into the tace of the dead. No higher 
tribute to the character which we now commemorate could be given 
than that each of usshould attempt to exercise in all our relations those 
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virtgs which we here eelebrate as the ennobling qualities of him to 
whose memory we this day render the final honors. 


Mr. HOOKER. Mr. Speaker, having been invited by my friend 
trom Georgia [Mr. HAMMOND], whosits beside me, to say something 
on this occasion, I have felt it my duty to accept that invitation, be- 
cause of the relations which have existed between the people of my own 
State and the great State of G ia, to whose di i Senator we 
have assembled here to-day to pay last solemn uies; for while 
the daughter has somewhat outgrown the mother in many respects, 
she has not ceased to feel filial affection for that great country which 
supplied so many of her early citizens. As it is not my custom to 
write speeches on any occasion, I am constrained to to-day, so far 
as affection for the dead is concerned, rather from 
the head. 

With reference to the private life of the great statesman whose death 
we mourn, I can say but little except what I gather from the friends 
who lived closer to him than it was my fortune todo. But in 
to his public character and the two aspects in which it presents itself 
to the world at large, I will say a few words. - 

BENJAMIN H. HILL underwent as a part of his education the severe 
training of a ap It was in this aspect that he first presented him- 
self to the people of his own State. His mind was by that 
vigorous discipline which belongs to the profession of the law. It made 
him logical. He is said to have excelled especially in that great power 
of the lawyer, the statement of his case. This he made so simply, so 
briefly, so lucidly that the most unintelligent court must seize the 
salient facts of the case. It was in his capacity as a lawyer that Mr. 
HILL was first known to the people of his own State for his distin- 
guished ability as a reasoner and an orator. I have heard from a friend 
of his an incident of his early life, when he was employed to defend a 
man charged with murder. That defense was assumed by him in the 
courts; and he failed. 

At that time in the State of Georgia it was within the power of the 
defendant in a case of this kind to appeal to the senate of the State. 
Mr. H1iLt made that appeal, not so much in behalf of the defendant 
himself as of the aged and widowed mother, from whose heart he wished 
to avert the blow which would fall upon the head of her son. He went 
into the State senate with his case, with a widowed mother leaning on 
his arm. 

This gentleman describes the scene as he witnessed it—one in which 
Mr. HI. looked, for the first time in his life, pallid with excitement, 
because of the great responsibility which rested upon him; for in all his 
advocacy at the bar he was impressed with the sentiment of the great 
responsibility resting upon the advocate and the intimate relation be- 
tween the advocate and his client, a sentiment which has been beauti- 
fully, though perhaps somewhat too strongly, expressed by one of the 
greatest of English lawyers and English premiers, Lord B , when 
he declared that it is the duty of a lawyer to stand by the interest of 
his client even to the up-turning of the government. Mr. HILL walked 
into that senate chamber and made his appeal to the senate on the 
ground of the insanity of the man who had committed the alleged mur- 
der. He spoke for hours, and he obtained from the senate a verdict 
which relieved the widowed mother and the life of the son. 

In all his relations as a lawyer Mr. HILL achieved distinction because 
he was inspired with fidelity to the great duties which devolved upon 
him. But his great intellect was not destined to be confined in its ex- 
ercise to the bar, though it was the shaping and the fashioning of that in- 
tellect by close attention to his profession that prepared him for a new 
yeaa arena. I had the pleasure of first meeting him here as we 
en together the Forty-fourth Congress. He leaped into this grand 
arena of debate like Minerva from the brain of Jove, armed cap-a-pie 
for any contest that mightoccur. He was prepared to take rank among 
the first in this hall of debate of the American Commons. 

I remember especially an occasion a short time after the convening of 
the Forty-fourth Congress when he spoke here almost from the position 
in which I now stand. The magnanimous, hearted Repre- 
sentative from Pennsylvania [Mr. RANDALL], then the leader of this 
side of the House, had introduced his bill for universal amnesty, think- 
ing that the time had come when there should be a restoration of the 
Union, not in name and word, but in deed and in truth; that amnesty 
should be extended to every citizen, from the humblest subaltern ani- 
mated by a sense of duty to the lofty-plumed chief who led the con- 
federate forces; that all the memories of the war should be blotted from 
the hearts and the minds of the entire 

In this spirit the gentleman from Pennsylvania introduced that reso- 
lution upon which Mr. HILv’s voice was first heard in this as 
has been so beautifully described by my friend from Virginia [Mr. 
TUCKER]. He encountered on that occasion 
pared ripe eden Pm a the » 
who at one time occu the seat w: now occupy, who as a 
debater, as a we parliamentary tactician, had 
~ at that time on either side of this Hall. [Mr 

t was a conflict, as the gentleman from Virginia * 
well remarked, ak ep wee took us back to the 
halls, when Hayne and Webster and Calhoun and Clay 


regard | We deplore his loss to the State who called him son, and to the country 





































Se ee ear eTa te wenn o kettle of tae en te lived. as 
w t was a i and both giants fouc 
with Damascus-like blades. ripe osiaitaaam 
But, Mr. er, it was a somewhat ual contest, for he why 
represented one side of the question was the victor and wore the laure) 
wreath which crowns the victor’s brow, while the other represented 
what has become known in history as the ‘lost cause,’ and wore the 
melancholy which is the emblem of defeat death. There. 
fore I say it was a somewhat unequal contest; but thoseof us for whom 
he spoke, and spoke with so much clearness, so much precision, so much 

isdom, so much patriotism, felt that we could peal to the magna- 
nimity of his great opponent; great he was and still is—we felt that we 
could appeal to the magnanimity of his great opponent in that contes; 
that Mr. HI. had stated his side of the question as no other man could 
have stated it in this Hall. 

During the time he was here as our colleague we all remember hin, 
with the tenderest affection and esteem. We venerate his great ability. 


who honored him for his patriotism and fidelity. 

It was not long, Mr. Speaker, before the people of his State, in 1877, 
called on him to occupy a higher position. I remember his being seate:j 
in that portion of the Hall from which he had delivered his powerfu| 
and eloquent speech a few minutes before, and receiving a telegram 
conveying to him the intelligence that the State of Georgia had trans. 
ferred him to the other end of the Capitol. 

He went there, Mr. Speaker, as he came here and at once took his 
rank in that graver, more dignified body, that body of loftier debate, 
took his seatthere when that Chamber was filled with men of the hichest 
intellect in this country, when the gigantic intellectual form of Thur- 
man saton one sideand on the other the equally gigantic intellectual form 
of Conkling. BENJAMIN H. HILL took his place in the Senate of the 
United States, as he had done in this Hall, as the peer and equal of any 
man there. He had achieved great triumph in every position of life, 
as lawyer, as Representative, as Senator. He had strewed along the 
pathway of that life memorable acts and wondrous intellectual efforts, 
as the giant oak of the forest sheds its foliage in a kindly largess to the 
soil it growson. He has passed from us to another scene of action. He 
has passed from us to that ‘‘home’’ to which he looked so fondly. 

Whether speaking fo his people in the State of Georgia or address- 
ing the Representatives in this Hall on the most delicate questions, or 
debating in the Senate Chamber of the United States, there never {ell 
from his lips any other words than words of wisdom and patriotism. 
His were— 

Not such words as flash 
From the fierce demagogue’s unthinking rage 
To madden for a moment and expire— 
Nor such as the rapt orator imbues 
of facile sympathy, and molds 
To mirrors radiant with fair images, 
To grace the noble fervor of an hour; 
But words which bear the spirits of deeds 
Wing’d for the future; which the dying breath 
of Weeadom's martyr shapes as it exhales, 
And to the most enduring forms of earth 
its—to linger in the craggy shade 
Of the huge valley, 'neath the eagle’s home, 
Or in the sea-cave where the tempest sleeps, 
Till some heroic leader bid them wake 
To thrill the world with echoes. 


Wherever he spoke and whatever he said, all was tor his country’s 
good. He rose superior to all partisanship because he was a states- 
man, looking always to the best interests of his peeple. 

It has been said when every other passion which sways the human 
heart has been burned to ashes on its altar, ambition still lives, and 
rules, and controls. But he had lived even until this last passion had 
died out, and the last hours of his life touched scenes in his mortal 
illness when he was ministered to by his loving wife and equally lov- 
ing daughter, which enabled him to throw aside every passion and 
every emotion which rule the human heart, and look forward with 
that feeling of hope which belongs to the pure Christian man. 

It was at this time that one of his brother members of the bar (Mr 
John W. Clampitt) of a distant State, the State of my friend from Illinois 
[Mr. SPRINGER], sent him that beautiful poem describing the very 
condition of mind in which Mr. HriLi then was. It reached him only 
a few days before his death. That gentleman is now a member of the 
bar of this city. I will read a few stanzas from that pathetic poem 
addressed to Senator B. H. HILL, and beginning with— 


lam weary of my burden 
And fain would rest. 


Every leaf upon its shore lines 
Is a gem; 
While the bond of love is oonng 
While the hand of love is 
All of them. 


In that world there is no‘sorrow, 
a tear; 
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Only music soft and melting 
oie ibe ad and wootng 

A mild an: 

With gentle hand undoing 


cares were bestrewing 


Each earthly goal. 


Where the music mild is wooing, 
Where the hand of love is mo 
On every tide. 


Like a little child I'll follow 
To the land of never weepl 
‘o never % 
Where my father’s love is ieeping 
Mortal souls who failed in reaping 
Earthly ecstacy. 


I will take my burden for a pillow 

And lie down to rest; 
God's love shall dwell beside me, 
And no clouds shall ever hide me 
From the loving ones that guide me 

To the portals of the blest. 
These lines fitly and appropriately describe the closing scenes of that 
memorable life, which had been so distinguished in the great events of 
this country. It may be said of him, Mr. Speaker, as was said by 
the great Marshall of his friend Menafee when he was describing him 
after death: 

His escutcheon is broad. 
adorned with the lilies of 

Senator Hitt died, Mr. Speaker, in the meridian of his life of that 
i ; and insidious disease that up to this time has defied the 
eye of the scientist to determine how it originates or how it may be re- 
lieved. He passed away before he had attained that lofty eminence 
that the future had evidently in store for him. But in that dying hour, 
looking back over the great eventsin the history of his country in which 
he had borne so prominent a part, he might well have been justified if 
at its conclusion the power of speech had been restored to him, in say- 
ing in the language of the great Latin poet as he contemplated his 
mighty epic— 


PR opus exegi, quod nec Jovis ira, nec ignis, nec vetustam ferrum poterit 
ere, 





































spotless, bright, and beautiful as Bayard’s oriflamme 
ce. 


Mr. COX, of New York. Mr. Speaker,.when a great French leader of 
opinion died the other day, it was queried whether French institutions 
wouldsurvive. ‘‘ The republic is Léon Gambetta ’’ was the sententious 
phrase. Wherever the signs of sorrow were displayed over the death of 
thegreat Frenchman, from San Francisco to Algiers, the powerful tribune 
of the people, the vehement orator, the energetic patriot was mourned 
as if France herself were lost. The very floral offerings were shaped into 
the tricolorof France. Notsoinotherlands. Disraeli dies, and though 
his party goes on, sadly lacking his genius, the English Government in 
form and structure receives no detriment. I saw nobles of ancient lin- 
eage and peasants of the country he had so long represented follow his 
remains to itssepulcher. All that was mortal of the dead Hebrew and 
brilliant minister received the last rites of the established church, but 
the English constitution and English society received no shock. 

So, too, in these cisatlantic republican commonwealths—statesmen 

and Presidents come and go like rainbows, but the State survives. It 
is more permanent because of the monumental service of the departed 
statesmen it has nourished. 
The eloquent Georgian and Senator whom we honor to-day rounded 
an active life of rarest mould. No glamour of the soldier was his. 
He was the peerless citizen who led men by voice and thought in per- 
ilous times, through troubles and tyrannies, with a foresight and wis- 
dom all too rare in this land of mercenary grasping and unrelaxing 
excitement. He dies; but his State and the nation grow better by the 
emphasis of his life and the virtue of its lessons. 
It was my privilege to know Senator HILL, even before he became a 
member here. It is because of delightful, almost intimate friendship, 
that his friends have assigned to me a part in these sad obsequies. 

The dates and events, the links connecting such details, which make 
the chain of his personal history and serve to illustrate the individual 

e and life, the character of the man—others have touched these 

magnetic, loving hand. 
This chain was ioned as all character is by surrounding circum- 
Those who knew him in his early days love to trace the main 
of his character to his parentage. His father was of slender 
but of robust virtue. He was remarkable for his invincible 
and force. His mother was of an earnest, gentle nature, full of 
reflectiveand religious qualities. These made up therudiments of that 
which enabled him to overcome obstacles by endurance and 
them by persuasion. The sturdy oak was garlanded with 
flowers. Like a Grecian or Doric fane, to which the gentle- 


| 


man from Virginia [Mr. TUCKER] likened it, his character combined 
beauty with strength. 

The old farm-house and the red hills where he passed the scenes of 
his boyhood modified these inborn elements of his nature, and gave 
fresh vigor to his healthful life and added grace to his gentleness. 

In his college experience the development and discipline of his mind 
was prodigious. His shyness and awkwardness, born of the country, 
soon gave way before his energy and ambition. From the rustic boy, in 
his long jeans coat and scant trousers, he at once became a thoughtful 
student. His habit of abstraction began thus early. Whether in the 
Demosthenian Society, or as its anniversarian orator, or delivering the 
valedictory of his class, he impressed those who listened with his un- 
equaled power of debate and the rare felicity of his eloquence. One 
index of the gentle side of his character may be noted. His theme at 
the junior commencement was the ** Life, Love, and Madness of Torquato 
Tasso,’’ into which he threw all his mother’s poetic sensibility with his 
scholarly warmth. 

Soon the scholar ripened into the advocate. Here was his field. He 
had a legal mind. He drove the logic of the law bravely through every 
obstacle of fancy and fact. His fluency of speech and fertility of expe- 
dient, together with his power of application and study, gave him a 
forensic power which Lord Coke said a good lawyer should have for the 
‘occasion sudden;’’ a power which partial friends have compared with 
that of Erskine. As a lawyer few men, even in our largest cities, have 
had such success. Although diverted again and again trom his jealous 
mistress, the law, to canvass for Congress, legislature, elector, and gov 
ernor, he was still employed in all the leading cases of the State. It 
is estimated—if such estimates may be quoted here and now—that he 
had made a million of dollars, as fees, by the time he was fifty. He 
was as lavish in the expenditure, and as improvident in the investment, 
of hisearningsas he was indefatigable with head and voice in their accu- 
mulation. 

There is another phase of his life which gave its impress to the scholar, 
the citizen, the orator, the advocate, the statesman, and the man. It 
is the sectional or Southern aspect of his life. Without this phase he 
would not have made the mark which he so indelibly did upon his State. 
He had no art of the demagogue, no party tactics at command, no storied 
lore racy of the soil such as made the ‘‘ Georgia scenes’? so whimsical 
and humorous, and little or no conversational loquacity; but he had the 
reserve which carries the battle, and thus armed he was dauntless. 

Yet there seems to be an unevenness and inconsistency in his career 
and character. This unevenness may have been the result of the vicis 
situdes of the eventful times when the best of men were distracted as 
toduty. Ingonsistency? Gladstone, the young Tory, becomes the ven- 
erable Liberal, and Palmerston laughed at the vanity of consistency. 

Call it what you will, State pride or local affection, and say it is irrecon- 
cilable with a larger love of country, yet is it not the same patriotic 
impulse whieh made Tell love the mountains of Switzerland, and Web- 
ster the rock-bound shores of New England? Besides, is it necessary 
to reconcile the love one bears the mother with that one bears the wife ? 
When one is true to his bridal troth is he less true to the mother who 
bore him? 

It was this State pride which led the youth to prefer his own State 
University at Athens for his education rather than follow the advice 
of his teacher, who was agraduate of Yale. It was the same sentiment 
which colored his aiter-life and gave glow and glory to his oratory 
Even while protesting against secession ordinances on the hustings and 
in convention, he followed with no laggard step his State into revolt 
against the Federal domination. When the question came home to him 
whether he would have the unity of his Georgian people or the unity 
of all the States, he chose, and honestly chose, the unity of his hom« 

Herein lies that seeming unevenness and inconsistency which some 
have observed in his character. I shall rather call it the toygh fiber ot 
his native robust being, its nature gnarled by soil and tempest, but 
none the less beautiful because it had the hard intertwisted knot of 
local devotion. 

True, he contended for ‘‘ the Union, the Constitution, and the entorce 
ment of the laws.’’ He left his lawyer’s desk and sought legislative 
honors, to champion constitutional Federal unity. It was because he 
thought the mother was the loving friend of his bride. 

The first test of the young statesman, thirty years ago, was in the con- 
test for the compromise of 1850. He desired to signalize the end of 
slavery agitation, which he foresaw would end ia civil war and Southern 
disaster. Hence his entrance upon political life in 1551 asa Union man. 

Throughout his subsequent life, up to the signing of the secession 
ordinance, he was, in its best sense, anardent Federalist. Ile wasofsuch 
moderate views and so opposed to the ultraists of his State that he tra- 
versed Georgia proclaiming fealty tothe Union. Hesounded the toesin of 
revolt against the leaders of revolution. Never was a crisis met socour- 
ageously. Ata time when Yancey’s sentences thrilled the South, and 
when even Howell Cobb was the coadjutor of Senator Iverson, the silver 
voice of BENJAMIN H. HILL, joining thatof Alexander H. Stephens, was 
a trumpet, not of sedition, but of loyalty to the Union. 

In his speeches, full of the fervor of that wild day, and in a minority, 
he was toSouthern Unionism what Gambetta was to distracted France. 





Both were too late to save, but both lived to rebuild and restore. 
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It is not for me to inquire why the late Senator gave his voice only 
for secession and not his arm. It was not from lack of courage, phys- 
ical, mental, or moral; but he was doubtless continually shadowed by 
his own prophecy. ‘* Take care,’’ he said, ‘that in endeavoring to 
carry slavery where nature’s laws prohibit its entrance you do not lose 
the right to hold slaves at all!’’ 

The Senator had no love for the secrecies and ritual of Knownothing- 
ism, and when that semi-religious and anti-American crusade was 
preached it was condemned by him. But from his conservative hab- 
itude he defended the Fillmore administration, and in 1860 he became 
a Bell and Everett Union elector. Georgia rang from side to side with 
his elegant and urgent phillipies against radicalism North and South 
and his fervent patriotism for the Union of our fathers. 

It is impossible to analyze a life so full of incident or a mind so well 
disciplined and an oratory so alert and brilliant without drawing upon 
the language of high encomium, but all the virtues and genius as well 
as faults of the man and Senator center around the love he bore to his 
own State of Georgia. 

He was « native of Georgia, and had he lived till now would have 
been three-score years of age. He was born in the center of that ‘old 
red belt which encircles the State from the Savannah to the Chatta- 
hoechee.’’ To borrow the language of a friend in the days of my first 
service here, Judge James Jackson: 

He was alla Georgian. The robust physique of the man sprang from the soil 
of our beloved State, and the giant intellect which so distinguished him was 
equally Georgian. Lf honey was upon his lips, the Georgia bee itfrom 


Georgia flowers. If the silver ring of his eloquence touched all hearts, the sil- 
ver was dug out of the red old hills we love so much. 


Georgia, geologically and picturesquely, under and above the genial 
soil, has natural advantages and beauties which along with her liberal 
institutions early attracted such adventurous minds as the Hebrew 
Mendez, the English soldier Oglethorpe, and the Methodist Wesley. 
Even the mounds are yet pointed out, in the county where our Senator 
was born, into which De Soto delved for gold. Her mountains dip and 
curl in crested grandeur toward the west, while her savannahs add 
their greenery and wealth to her shores. 

General James Oglethorpe, who as Burke said had called a province 
into existence and lived to see it an independent State, was the epitome 
of Georgia history. Oglethorpe’s life was so full of achievement and 
variety that itis a romance. Pope eulogized, Dr. Johnson admired, 
and Thompson celebrated him. He was not only ready to defend his 
honor in the duel, but was the prisoner’s friend and the founder of an 
‘‘empire State.”’ Sir Robert Montgomery called the new colony which 
the gallant general founded ‘‘the most delightful country of the uni- 
verse.’’ Even the poet of the Seasons, Thompson, in his ‘‘ Liberty,’’ 
sang of the swarming colonists who sought the ‘' gay colony of Georgia. ’’ 
He eulogized it as the calm retreat of undeserved distress, the better 
home of those whom bigots chased from foreign lands. It was not buflt 
on rapine, servitude, and woe. The very history and literature of En- 
viand thus imbound with this colony is almost unknown tothe North. 
Other States, it seems, attract more literary attention. 

It was this Georgia, the asylum and hope of man, and founded in honor, 
religion, and bravery, that our Senator loved. Even John Wesley’s 
mother, when the high church Methodist asked her whether he should 
proceed to Georgia, said: ‘‘ Had I twenty sons I should rejoice if they 
were all so employed.’’ The very religion of Georgia had in it a cour- 
age which does not belong to our time, when the voyage across the 
Atlantic is robbed of most of its terror. 

In the center and heart of this historic State, and in a county which 
bears the name of the bravest soldier that ever bore a to victory— 
Jasper—and with the heroic and religious associations of its founders, 
young HILL was born. At an early age he followed his family and its 
fortunes taghe Alabama border, near the Chattahoochie River. The town 
of La Grange, to which they removed, is the county seat of Troup. I 
was then, and is yet, noted for its love of education and its school facil- 
ities. There are many associations in this county, and even connected 
with its very name, which might well attune a young mind to thoughts 
of ambition in the forum of law and politics. Giants were arrayed in 
Georgia in those days, and their efforts, especially about 1833, when 
force bills and nullification were rife, gave impassioned tone as well as 
high temper to political discussion. 

Doubtless the mind of young IDLL took its hue from these surround- 
ings; but in a State the very name of whose counties betoken a lofty 
division of sentiment, where Washington, Jackson, Jefferson, Franklin, 
and Madison speak of the Federal Constitution, and Henry, Randolph, 
Troup, and Crawford speak of State sovereignty and local liberty; but 
where, above all, the names ot Pulaski, De Kalb, Morgan, and Carroll 
shine like primal virtues, all starry with our Revolutionary radiance, 
it could not be otherwise than that men of earnest thought should per- 
ceive a divided duty, and that controversial acumen and power 
should enter the arena and re contentious oratory. 

Doubtless Senator H1TLL was greatly influenced in his pursuits and 
characteristics by such rare men and events as has 
These names may not be as familiar to Northern ears now as in the 
days of Jackson and Calhoun, but they are still potential to start a 
spirit in Georgia, where State pride has lost but little of its prestige 


by the result of the civil war. Read the roster of Georgia's forun,— 
the brilliant lights of her bench, bar, literature, and senate: Beal) 
Crawford, Berrien, McIntosh, Clayton, Colquitt, Cobb, Tripp, Dawson, 
Forsythe, Lumpkin, Lamar, Jackson, Shorter, Reid, Warner, Johnso, 
Wilde, and Baldwin, not to speak of men who yet survive, like h.. 
present wonderful chief magistrate, and his contrast in stature anq 
mate in intellect, Robert Toombs. 

A State like this, so grand in its beginning and so splendid in j:, 
hundred and fifty years of prosperous history, mast be proud of its 
heroes, whether fit— 

For arms and warlike amenance, 
governance, 




















































Or else for wise and civil 
To learn the interdeal of princes strange ; 
SS ee ny ean 


Her annals are shining with the names of De Soto, Raleigh, ani 
Ogelthorpe; and the names of their successors under conditions of late; 
days detract nothing from the luster of their worth and renown. 

To emulate the fame of Hortensius, king of the forum, Cicero never 
ceased his efforts till he ascended the throne of oratory. So in this uy. 
rivaled galaxy of gifted Georgians. Emulation made ambition reach 
high. From sire to son the names of eminent Georgians appear again 
and again, showing the elevating incentives which enlivened and ex. 
alted this imperial Stateof theSouth. The gold in her hills, the silve; 
in the cotton pod, the sun with its balm, the rivers which flow from her 
mountains, the opulence of her soil, are not more Georgian and imperial 
than the high standard of those who gave Georgia to the world as « 
colony, preserved her inde ence of England, brought her through 
fire into the federation of States, and after the vicissitudes of a great 
civil trial rescued her first among the recusant States from the chaos of 
war. 

The Senator we meet to honor was no exception to the emulation 
and exaltation of his surroundings. His natural ardors and ambitions 
thus received their stimulus and food. But the massive mind which 
made the great advocate and the moral heroism which made the de 
tender of individual and civil liberties—these are of nosoil; they belong 
to no time. They illustrate the age of Aristides and give a glory tothe 
fame of Rienzi. They made Samuel Adams and Patrick Henry possi- 
ble, not as provincial men, but as enlarged and loving patriots. 

He who would best portray the salient features of BENJAMIN Hany) 
HILL must remember that his devotion to Georgia was but the steppiny- 
stone to a broader and loftier devotion to that Union which he loved to 
serve in our councils here. 

The people of New York city have not yet forgotten the ringing periods 
of Senator HILL, in one of her halls, as he discoursed of the magna charta 
and other precious muniments of popular liberty. To his impa Sioned 
utterance his fine frame and musical voice gave a charm beyond thie 
reach of art. 

His State love was, sir, after all, the golden key which unlocked the 
secrets of his grand elocution and opened the casket wherein were the 
jewels of his splendid imagery. 

When the war had ended, and his State was in the grasp of unprin- 
cipled adventurers and under the heel of an unbridled satrapy, and in 
the chaos wrought by the war, he gave to the reconstruction acts his 
defiance, and hurled his anathemas against its spoilers. 

In 1868 he went among his people with the stride of a demi-god. _ Iie 
fired their hearts, and though surrounded by bayonets and threatene: 
by bastiles, he uttered such sarcasm, scorn, and dauntiess defiance that 
thesatraps who outraged every canon of law and impulse of liberty shrank 
from their hateful work in the very midst of a conquered people. 

Since the war ended we know something of his Federal service and 
career. The gentleman from Iowa [Mr. Kasson] has truly given ws 
some rare sentences of fidelity to the Union. One sentence he did not 
quote, which I well remember: ‘‘ This is our father’s house. We have 
returned to it—to stay!’’ In hope and despair; in and out of his party, 
in his place of business, in the forum of his love, the bar, and outside 
upon the platform, the same heroic altitude he illustrated to the end gave 
him power to combat the enemies of local and constitutional liberty. No 
weakness called on him for championship that he did not respond. —!1i- 
State was lifted up out of the reconstruction mire into the life and vigor 
of a new birth under the impulses of his eloquence. He gave her beaut) 


for ashes. Under his magic wand a new Atlantis—such as Bacon loved 
to pi above the tide of desolation; and a new Atlanta, wit) 


picture—arose 
its goblin of steam and its energies, was recreated under the ribs of death. 
Matchless in his winged words and fearless in his consummate bra\«ry, 
he at no post of trust until he became the foremost Georgian i! 
this Federal center; and in the flower of his genius he laid down his 
eventful life with a Christian resignation and devotion only next to that 
of the martyred Polycarp. : 

I doubt, Mr. Speaker, if ever man suffered in the flesh as this man. 
It would not be fitting here to describe the details of that mortal malady 


and those surgical agonies that racked him so long and so terribly. He 
i day by day, hopelessly perishing with a which only his 
ian fortitude relieved. Out of his torture at came deliver- 


ance; and in the middle of August last his courage yielded, but yield! 
only to death. 





When the great Frenchman was agonized by his disease he cried out, 
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“Tt is useless todissemble. I welcome death asa relief.’ This was the 
end of one of Plutarchian mold; but it was not the end of our beloved 
American statesman. Amid the tender farewells of his wife and family, 
with a patience sanctified on high and a faith whieh ‘* endured as see- 
ing Him who is invisible,’’ this more than classic hero, this gentle 


in 
he ony friends trom Virginia [Mr. TuckER] and from Texas [Mr. WELL- 
porn }, were, ‘‘Almost home.’’ 


the comforts of home so tender and eloquent that two gentlemen have 
most touchingly referred to these last words. But to me it has a double, 
almost personal, 
| remember a c 
the first greetings I received from this Senator. He was pleased that | 
had aided to defeat, by a speech based on the constitutional clause as to 
attainder of treason, the attempt to take more than the life estate, i. ¢., 
the fee-simple, which belonged to the innocent children of the South. 
[ had, he said, thought of the future homes of the South. 
our first bond of friendship. 

Home! best of all solaces, without whose social benignities and attec- 
tionate sweetness all the learning, eloquence, wit, lore, and renown of 
men fade away. His ownsweethome! Inthe midst of his own beloved 
circle, the immortal spirit looked to that home beyond in the mansion 


enly home—where pain no longer tortures, where the world had no 
temptation and the grave no terror, where, with the loved ones gone 
before and the loved ones to follow, he would join in the song of the 
Lamb forever! 

In conclusion: It remains for us that we should so live that we be 


we descend to our graves we may rest in the bosom of the Lord till the 
mansions be prepared, where we will sing and feast eternally. Amen! 
Te Deum laudamus. 

This would be the language of our departed friend from his home 
above, as it is the admonition of sweet Jeremy Taylor in his ‘‘ Holy 
Living and Dying.”? It comes from beyond the tomb. 

To the dead He sayeth, Arise! 

To the living, Follow Me! 

And that voice still soundeth on 


From the centuries that are gone, 
To the centuries that shall be. 


Mr. HAMMOND, of Georgia. As has been remarked, Mr. Speaker, 
by the gentleman from Iowa[Mr. Kasson], there were several gentle- 
men on each side of the House who were to have spoken to-day in 
memory of the late distinguished Senator, but who were unavoidably 
compelled to be absent on this occasion. I ask for them, informally, 


proper to insert in this connection. 

The SPEAKER. There is no objection to the request of the gentle- 
man from Georgia. 

The question is on agreeing to the resolutions which have been read. 
The resolutions were unanimously agreed to; and in pursuance thereof 
the House (at 4 o’clock and 50 minutes p. m.) adjourned. 





PETITIONS, ETC. 

The following petitions and papers were laid on the Clerk’s desk, under 
the rule, and referred as follows: 

By Mr. BINGHAM: The resolutions adopted by wardens for the port 


mittee on Commerce. 


transfer of the revenue-marine service to the Navy Department—to the 

same committee. 

By Mr. GARRISON: The petition of Commander 8. Barron, for the 

removal of his political disabilities—to the Committee on the Judiciary. 
By Mr. HARMER: The petition of the Philadelphia Maritime Ex- 


change, remonstrating 
‘061, abolishing the office of shipping commissioner—to the 
mittee on American Ship-building. 
Also, the resolutions adopted by the Philadelphia Maritime Exchange, 
the petition of 76 masters and oflicers of merchant vessels at the port of 
I hiladelphia and of 88 shipping merchants, vessel-owners, ship-masters, 
and business men interested in shipping, of the city of Philadelphia, 
Pennsylvania, ——— against the transfer of the revenue-marine 
on to the Navy Department—severally to the Committee on Com- 
By Mr. HOUK: Papers relative to the claim of Clisbee Austin, of 
‘ae County, Tennessee—to the Committee on War Claims. 
By Mr. HUMPHREY 
Hixon, and others, of 
connecting with the 
to the Committee on 


Joint Com- 


: The petition of McDonald Brothers, G. C. 
La Crosse, Wisconsin, for construction of pier 
pivot pier of Keokuk and Hamilton bridge, &.— 
Commerve. 


follower of the meek and lowly One, sought consolation, courage, and | 
his faith. His last words, as given to his pastor, and repeated | 


It isan illustration of the sympathy and loving kindness which makes | 


meaning. 
fter the war, with a tenderness all too gentle for words, | 


That was 


not made with hands. Yes! oh, yes! he was almost there—his heav- | 


neither surprised, nor leave our duties imperfect, nor our sins uncan- | 
celed, nor our persons unreconciled, nor God unappeased; but that when | 


the privilege of printing in the REcoRD such remarks as they may see | 


of Philadelphia, requesting additional aids to navigation—to the Com- | 


By Mr. CRAPO: The petition of keepers and surfmen of Cape Cod, | 
Massachusetts, in second life-saving district, protesting against the | 


against the enactment of section 13 of bill H. R. | 
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| By Mr. KELLEY: The petition of 54 tobacco-growers of Lancaster, 
County, Pennsylvania, of 35 manufacturers of cigars of New York, and 
| Of operatives in cigar tuctories of New York city against any reduction 
of the duty on cigars—severally to the Committee on Ways and Means 
by Mr. LORD: The petition of 50 citizens of Michigan, tor amend 
ment of the patent laws—to the Committee on Patents 

By Mr. MASON: The petition of Richard S. Barrett, administrator 
of the estate of John W. Harris, deceased, for relief—to the Committe 
on War Claims 

iy Mr. MATSON: The petition of Thomas A. Kennedy and 48 others, 
ex-Federal soldiers, residing at Martinsville, Indiana, asking that the 
| right to draw arrears of pension be extended to all pensioners—to the 
Committee on the Payment of Pensions, Bounty, and Back Pay 

By Mr. McCOID: The petition of L. J. Drake, A. M. Riddle. and 100 
| Others, for the construction of a pier connecting the pivot pierof the Des 
Moines Rapids Canal, of the Mississippi River, with the Keokuk and 
| Hamilton bridge, at Keokuk, lowa-—to the Committee on Commerce 

By Mr. MILES: The petition of citizens of Bethlehem, Connecticut. 
foran increase of duty on tobacco—to the Committee on Ways and Means 

By Mr. MILLS: The petition of citizens of Texas, tor reduction of the 
| tax on tobacco and cigars, and for a rebate—to the sune committee, 

By Mr. MURCH: Eight petitions, signed by 235 citizens of Maine, 
protesting against the transterof the revenue-marine serv ice to the Navy 
| Department—severally to the Committee on Commerce 

By Mr. O'NEILL: The petition of the Philadelphia Board of Trade 
| for the passage of the Lowell bankruptcy bill—to the Committee on the 
| Judiciary. 

Also, the petition of the Philadelphia Board of Trade, protestin 

against the transfer of the Signal Service to the Interior Department 
| to the Committee on Military Affairs 

Also, the petition of the Philadelphia Board of ‘Trade, protesting 
against the importation of adulterated teas into the United States—to 
the Committee on Ways and Means. 

By Mr. POUND: The petition of J. W. Devoe, M. D., and 30 others 
| citizens of Wausau, Wisconsin, for an appropriation for the continuance 
| of the immigrant inspection service—to the Seleet Committee on the 
| Publie Health. 
| By Mr. PRESCOTT: The petition of A. D. Chase and others, pray 
ing that no discrimination be made in the appointment of physicians 
| in the United States Army and Navy—to the Committee on Military 
Affairs. 

By Mr. YOUNG: The petition of the Trades and Labor Assembly ot 
Cincinnati, Ohio, protesting against reduction of the tax on tobacco tak 
ing effect July 1, 1k83—to the Committee on Ways and Means 
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The following petitions, praying that Congress will not adopt any 
lowerrate of duties on foreign manutactured products than recommended 
by the Tariff Commission, were presented and referred to the Committee 
on Ways and Means: 

By Mr. ALDRICH: Of 86 employes of the Calumet [ron and Stee! 
| Company of South Chicago, Mlinois 

By Mr. BAYNE: Of John Harrison and 275 others, employés of W 
D. Wood & Co.’s McKeesport Iron Works, Allegheney County, and ot 
employés of the Miller Forge and Iron Company of Pittsburgh, Penn 
| sylvania. 
| By Mr. CAMPBELL: Of employes of MeLanahan, Smith & Co., 
Hollidaysburgh, Pennsylvania. 
| ByMr.GODSHALK: Of48 employes of Jawood Lukens’s millof Con 
shohocken, of employés of Warwick lron Company of Pottstown, of $4 
emyloyés of Glasgow lron Company of Glasgow, and of 74 employes 
of Nevigold Scheide & Co.’s mill of Bristol, Pennsylvania. 

By Mr. HARDENBERGH: Of employés of J. R. Thompson & Co 
lof Jersey City, New Jersey. 

By Mr. KELLEY: Of 181 employés of Midvale Steel Works, and of 
370 employés of W. C. Allison, of Philadelphia, Pennsylvania 

By Mr. MILLER: Of 260 employés of the Wheeler [ron Company 
and others, citizens of Middlesex, Pennsylvania. 

By Mr. MUTCHLER: Of 52 workingmen of Emaus, Lehigh County 
and of 125 workingmen employed by the Saucon Iron Compan) 
Hellertown, Pennsylvania. 

By Mr. RANDALL: Of employés of Gaulburt, McFadden & Cuskey, 
| of Philadelphia, Pennsylvania. ' 

By Mr. A. H. SMITH: Of J. G. Heininan and 27 others, of Chickies, 
Lancaster County, Pennsylvania. 

By Mr. WARD: Of workingmen of Isabella Furnace, Chester County, 
Pennsylvania. 

By Mr. M. R. WISE: Of Charles 8. Springer and 26 others, of Dun 
bar, Pennsylvania. 





{ 
ol 


} 


ol 





The following petitions for reduction of duty on sugar were presented 
and referred to the Committee on Ways and Means. 

By Mr. ATHERTON: Of John Hammond and 95 others, of Cana! 
Dover, Ohio. 

By Mr. JACOBS: Of J. D. Hubbard and 13 others, of Jeflerson, of 
William Paddock and 7s others, of Oak Hill, and of 65 citizens of West 
Fulton, New York. 
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By Mr. KETCHAM: Of A. B. Van Allen and 7 others, of Niverville, 
New York. 

By Mr. WATSON: Of J. C. Bennington and 23 others, of Brown 
County, Indiana. 


SENATE. 
FRIDAY, January 26, 1883. 


The Senate met at 11 o’clock am. Prayer by the Chaplain, Rev. 
J. J. Butvock, D. D. 
The Journal of yesterday’s proceedings was read and approved. 


CREDENTIALS. 


Mr. BAYARD presented the credentials of ELI SAULSBURY, elected 
by the Legislature of Delaware a Senator from that State for the term 
beginning March 4, 1883; which were read and ordered to be filed. 

SPANISH PARLIAMENTARY DOCUMENTS. 


The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The Chair lays before the Senate a 
communication from the Acting Secretary of the Senate, which will be 
read. 

The Priicipal Legislative Clerk read as follows: 

Orrice oF SECRETARY UNITED STATES SENATE, 
Washingt 


‘on, D. C., January 26, 1883. 


Sir: I have the honor to inclose herewith a communication addressed to m 
by the Acting Secretary of State informing me that he has caused to be trans- 
mitted to my care a number of parliamentary documents of the Spanish senate, 
which that body has presented to the Senate of the United States through the 
American chargé d'affaires at Madrid; and also that the sh senate would 
be pleased to receive the parliamentary documents of the Senate of the United 
States, The documents received pd me have been placed in the library of the 
Senate. Those requested by the Spanish senate in exchange not being at my 
disposal for distribution, | beg through you to call the subject to the attention of 
the Senate. 

lam, sir, your obedient servant, 
F. E. SHoser, Acting Secretary. 

Hon. Davip Davis, 


President pro tempore of the United States Senate, 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The communication will be referred 
to the Committee on the Library. 

PETITIONS AND MEMORIALS. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore presented a resolution of the Ark- 
wright Club, of Boston, praying Congress to passa tariff bill at the pres- 
ent session upon certain principles therein set forth; which was ordered 
to lie on the table. 

Mr. PENDLETON. Lhold in my hand a memorial of the State For- 
estry Association of Ohio, which had a convention in Cincinnati on the 
20th of this month, and took into consideration the lumber tariff. They 
remonstrate against the imposition of any duties upon lumber, and 
state that the result of a tariff on lumber will be ‘‘ the destruction of 
the forests within our own boundaries; in other words, we will pay to 
the lumberman a premium for the devastation of ourcountry. On the 
contrary, we, as foresters, who have studied the subject in its bearings 
upon the future of the land, are forced to believe that it were a wiser 
policy to pay a bounty to every importer of sawed boards and hewed 
timber rather than to impose a duty upon these articles as has been 
recommended.’’ ‘The clause which I have read contains the substance 
of the argument that the memorialists make. I move that the memo- 
rial lie on the table. 

The motion was agreed to. 

Mr. PENDLETON presented the petition of Advance Lodge, No. 26, 
Ohio Amalyamated Association of Iron and Steel Workers of the United 
States, praying for the passage of the bill (H. R. 246) granting a pen- 
sion to Joseph C. Arnold, and the bill (H. R. 330) granting a pension 
to Archibald A. Carey; which was referred to the Committee on Pen- 


sions. 
I present resolutions of instruction to the Senators 


Mr. HARRIS. 
from Tennessee adopted by the house of tatives of the Tennes- 
read and laid upon the 


see General Assembly, and ask that they 
table. . 
The resolutions were read and ordered to lie on the table, as follows: 


Whereas a bill No. 4429 has sho Hause of Bepeenantptieagat Ge Gale’ 
a the powers and duties of the Department of 
oulture ;’’ 


an 
hereas the said bill has passed on its first and second readings in the Senate 
cca Show of venetian of Teme, Tt 
ouse of © our 
ie ee influence for the 
oO! Na : 

Be it further resolved, That the secretary of state be directed to furnish each of 
our Senators with a copy of these resolutions. 


W. L. LEDGERWOOD, 
Speaker of the House of Representatives. 
I certify that the foregoing is a true copy of the House d. 


resolution aforesai 
J. A. NUNN, Secretary of State. 
Mr. LOGAN. 
Department of Maryland, Grand Army of the Republic, ing that 
the Senate of the United States will pass the bill H. R 3896) to pro- 
vide for the muster and of certain officers of volunteer forces. 
| move that it be refi to the Committee on Military Affairs. 


I present a resolution in the nature of a petition of the | iam 





Mr. HARRISON. I will say to the Senator from Illinois that the }j1) 
has been to the Senate. 

Mr. LOGAN. I know it has been, but the petition prays for the 
passage of the House bill, which is not exactly the bill that we have 


. HARRISON. The House bill, I think, has been reported aq. 
versely. 

Mr. LOGAN. I wished to have the petition referred so that the con. 
mittee could cansider it. 

The PRESIDENT tempore. Does the Senator from Illinois desire 
the petition to be referred or to lie on the table? 

Mr. LOGAN. I have no objection to its lying on the table. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. It will lie on the table. 

Mr. SHERMAN. I present a petition signed by a great number ,; 

workingmen—some of whom I personally know to be work. 
men, of Atkins & Clark, proprietors of the Forest City lron Works, 4; 
Cleveland, Ohio. They state that in common with other workingn,.) 
they have been prepared to acquiesce in the schedules of duties on {oy 
eign products recommended by the Tariff Commission, although 1} 
approving of all of the provisions of the schedules—their principal rea. 
son for accepting the schedules arising from a strong desire to see the 
tariff question settled upon a basis that would offer some hope of per. 
manence, and that would also offer some hope of stability to the indus. 
tries of the country. They give in full their reasons. I move that the 
petition lie on the table. 

The motion was to. 

Mr. SHERMAN. I also present six petitions of the same characte; 
from different portions of Ohio—from employés of the Portsmouth Iron 
and Steel Company, at Portsmouth, Scioto County, Ohio; from the em- 
ployés of the Wellsville Plate and Sheet-Iron Company, at Wellsville, 
Ohio; from the employés of the Paulding Iron Company, at Cecil, Pauld- 
ing County, Ohio; from the employés of the Ohio Iron and Steel Com- 
pany, at Lowellville, Ohio; from the employés of the Union Furnace 
Company, at Hocking, Ohio, and from theemployés of the Youngstown 
Rolling-Mill Company, at Youngstown, Ohio. I know these petitions 
to be the genuine expression of opinion of the workingmen of their re- 
gion. I move that they lie on the table. 

The motion was to. 

Mr. CAMERON, of Pennsylvania, presented the petition of Luther 
Bailey and other workingmen, employés of the South Mountain Manu- 
facturing and Iron Company, of Pine Grove Furnace, Pennsylvania; the 
petition of H. P. Cooper and other workingmen, employés of the Car 
bon Iron and Pipe Company, of Parryville, Carbon County, Pennsy)- 
vania; the petition of Louis Crispin and other workingmen, employ¢s 
of the Jackson Iron Company, of Laurelton, Union County, Penusy! 
vania; the petition of John Hancock and 570 other workingmen, em- 
ployés of the Black Diamond Steel Works, of Pittsburgh, Pennsylva- 
nia; the petition of D. H. Williams and the petition of Thomas L 
Perry and other workingmen, employés of the Pittsburgh Bessemer 
Steel Company, of Homestead, Pennsylvania; the petition of S. 3. New- 
mayer and other workingmen, employés of the Allentown Iron Works, 
of Allentown, Lehigh County, Pennsylvania; the petition of T. M. Shana- 
han and other workingmen, employés of William M. Kaufman & (o., 
at the Sheridan Furnaces, Sheridan, Pennsylvania; the petition of 
E. Lehman Ruhe and other workingmen, employés at the Allentown 
Rolling-Mills, at Allentown, Lehigh County, Pennsylvania; the petition 
of David Caldwell and other workingmen, employés of Joseph D. Potts, 
Isabella Furnace, at Barneston, Chester County, Pennsylvania; the peti- 
tion of Elmer E. Miller and other workingmen, employés of the Potts- 
town Iron Company, at Pottstown, Pennsylvania; the petition of George 
W. Parsons and 1,250 other workingmen, empioyés of the Pennsy|vania 
Steel Company, at Steelton, Dauphin County, Pennsylvania; the peti- 
tion of J. W. Davis and other workingmen, employés of W. C. Allison, 
at Philadelphia, Pennsylvania; the petition of G. M. McCauley and other 
workingmen, employés of the Central Iron Works, at Harrisburgh, Penn- 
sylvania; the petition of George W. Trump and other workingmen, em- 

oyés of the Chickies Iron Company, at Chickies, Lancaster County, 

lvania; the petition of Edgar $. Cook and other workingmen, 
employés of the Warwick Iron Company, at Pottstown, Montgomery 
County, Pennsylvania; the petition of James Gartland and other work- 
employés of the Saucon Iron Company, at Hellerton, Pennsy!- 

vania; the petition of P. E. Phillips and 169 other workingmen, em- 
ployés of the Cambria Iron Company, at Johnstown, Pennsylvania; the 
—s of George Ormrod other workingmen, employ¢s at the 
Furnace, Lehigh County, Pennsylvania; the petition of Joln 

and workingmen, employés of W. D. Wood & Co., 4! 

the McKeesport Iron Works, McKeesport, Allegheny County, !’en0- 
sylvania; the petitionof J. B. Davis and other workingmen, employs 
Schuylkill Company, at Shenandoah, Pennsylvania; the petition 

of William McElwell and other workingmen, employés of Gaulbert, Mx 
Fadden & Caskey (rolling-mill), at Philadelphia; the petition of W1!!- 
Hainsworth and other i employés of the Pittsburgh 
Steel-Casting Company, at Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania; the petition 0! 
D. Borland and other workingmen, employés of Phillips, Nimick & Co. 
1 


Sligo cp ge at Pittsburgh, vania; the petition of Daniel 
Downey cies wdiinanel’ ceaghaplo of tie Weeder tren Oor 
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pany, at West Middlesex, Pennsylvania; the petition of Lewis Wise- 
man and other workingmen, employésof McLanahan, Smith & Co., lim- 
ited (rolling-mill), at Hollidaysburgh, Pennsylvania; the petition of 
Colin Campbell and other workingmen, employés of Kirkpatrick & Co., 
at Leechburgh, Armstrong County, Pennsylvania; the petition of John 
\M. Anderson and other workingmen, employés at the Soho Iron Mills, 
Moorhead & Co., Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania; the petition of F. E. Rich- 
ardson and other workingmen, employés of the Pittsburgh Forge and 
[ron Company, at Allegheny City, Pennsylvania; the petition of James 
E. Butler and other workingmen, employés at the Hollidaysburgh and 
Gap Iron Works, at McKee Gap, Blair County, Pennsylvania, praying 
that Congress will adopt no lower rates of duties on any foreign manu- 
factured products than are recommended by the Tariff Commission; 
which were ordered to lie on the table. 

He also presented resolutions adopted at a meeting of the board of 
wardens for the port of Philadelphia, signed by the president and sec- 
retary, in favor of an appropriation for effecting the location of gas- 
lighted buoys at such points as may be recommended by the United 
States light-house officials; which were referred to the Committee on 
“ommerce. 

“He also presented resolutions of the Commercial Exchange of Phila- 
delphia, Pennsylvania, protesting against the transfer of the revenue- 
marine service, the Life-Saving Service, and the Marine-Hospital Serv- 
ice from the Treasury to the Navy Department; which were referred to 
the Committee on Commerce. 

He also presented resolutions of the Philadelphia Maritime Exchange, 
protesting against the transfer of the Coast and Geodetic Survey from 
the Treasury to the Navy Department; which were referred to the 
Committee on Appropriations. 

He also presented the petition of Henry Cordes and others, citizens 
of Dauphin County, Pennsylvania, praying that a pension of $40 a 
month be granted to those who lost a leg or an arm in the service of 
the Government; which was referred to the Committee on Pensions. 
Mr. MITCHELL presented the petition of employés of the Blooms- 
burgh Iron Company, Bloomsburgh, Columbia County, Pennsylvania; 
the petition of employés of Glamorgan Iron Company, Lewistown, 
Mifflin County, Pennsylvania; the petition of employ¢s of the Miller 
Forge and Iron Company, limited, Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania; the peti- 
tion of 93 workingmen, employés of Curtins & Co., Eagle Iron Works, 
Centre County, Pennsylvania; the petition of 74 workingmen, employés 
of Edwin Harrington & Son, Philadelphia, Pennsylvania; the petition 
of 92 workingmen, employés of the Glasgow Iron Company, Glasgow, 
Pennsylvania; the petition of 170 workingmen, employés of the Mid- 
vale Steel Company, Nicetown, Pennsylvania; and the petition of 165 
workingmen, employés of the Spang Steel and Iron Company, limited, 
of Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania, praying that Congress will adopt no lower 
rates of duties on any foreign manufactured products than are recom- 
mended by the Tariff Commission; which were ordered to lie on the 
table. 

He also presented the petition of the Board of Trade of Philadelphia, 
praying for the passage of a bill to prevent the importation of adulter- 
ated and spurious teas; which was referred to the Committee on Fi- 
nance. . 

He also presented the memorial of the Philadelphia Board of Trade, 
remonstrating against the transfer of the Signal Service to the Depart- 
ment of the Interior; which was referred to the Committee on Mili- 
tary Affairs. 

He also presented a petition of the Philadelphia Board of Trade, in 
favor of the passage of the Lowell bankruptcy bill; which was ordered to 
hie on the table. 

Mr. VEST nted a petition of citizens interested in the com- 
merce of the Mississippi River, praying for the passage of a bill making 
an appropriation for the purpose of constructing a pier connecting the 
outer wall of the Des Moines Rapids Canal, in the Mississippi River, 
with the Keokuk and Hamilton bridge; which was referred to the Com- 
mittee on Commerce. 

Mr. GROOME ted a petition of 77 employés and workmen of 
the Abbott Iron pany, of Baltimore, Maryland, and a petition of 
George Whitaker and 21 employés and workmen of the manufacturing 
firm of G. P. Whitaker & Co., of Principio Furnace, Maryland, asking 
that no lower rates of tariff duties be adopted by Congress than are rec- 
ae by the Tariff Commission; which were ordered to lie on the 

e. 

Mr. KELLOGG presented the petition of the faculty of Straight Uni- 
versity of Louisiana, praying for national aid to education; which was 
referred to the ittee on Education and Labor. 


REPORTS OF COMMITTEES. 


Mr. HALE. direction of the Committee on Appropriations, I 
report back the joint resolution (H. R. 323) making appropriations for 
parr the work of the Tenth Census, with certain amendments. I 

bmit a report, statistics, letters, and tabulated statements, 
showing the maleton of ie work in the Census Office. As this is a 
and it is im t that the appropriation should be made 





















































but little time, as all the facts bearing upon the subject are contained 
in the report. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. 
on the Calendar. 

Mr. PLATT. Will the document which is submitted with the joint 
resolution be printed ? 

Mr. HALE. I want to have that done; I wish Senators may look at 
it if they have an opportunity. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. Reports are printed without an order 

Mr. SLATER. I am directed by a majority of the Committee on 
Pensions to report the bill (H. R. 1410) to amend the pension laws by 
increasing the pensions of soldiers and sailors who have lost an arm ora 
leg in the service, with an adverse report; and I ask that the bill be 
placed on the Calendar. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The bill will be placed on the Cal 
endar, with the adverse report of the committee, 

Mr. BLAIR. I am directed by a minority of the committee to sub 
mit the views of the minority, accompanied by a proposed substitute tor 
the bill, which they advocate in their report and the passaye of which 
they recommend. The substitute covers more ground than the original 
bill; it is an effort to deal justly and equitably with all classes of pen 
sioners who upon the principles involved in House bill 1410, if those 
principles should be adopted, would be entitled to some increase of 
their existing pension. [ask that the views of the minority be printed, 
and also that the proposed substitute be printed and laid before the 
Senate. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. 
and bills are always printed. 

Mr. BLAIR. Let the bill be introduced now. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. That can be done 
consent. 

By unanimous consent, leave was granted to introduce a bill (S. 2420 
to amend the pension laws by increasing the pensions of soldiers and 
sailors who have lost an arm or a leg in the service: which was read 
twice by its title. 

Mr. PLATT. It is my misfortune, perhaps, that I have been unable 
to concur either with the majority report adverse to House bill No. 1410 
or with the views of the minority as submitted by the Senator from 
New Hampshire; and it is equally my misfortune, perhaps, that I have 
been unable to find any other member of the committee concurring with 
my views as to the action proper to be taken by the Senate on House 
bill 1410. I beg leave, therefore, for myself to submit my views in rela 
tion to the matter, and also to introduce in connection therewith 2 bill 
the passage of which I recommend. I will state briefly that the bill 
which I introduce advances the rate of those pensioners now receiving 
$18 per month to $24 per month, and those receiving $24 per month to 
$30 per month. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. 
printed. 

Mr. PLATT. [ask that the bill be read by its title 

By unanimous consent, leave was granted to introduce a bill (8. 2421) 
to increase pensions in certain cases; which was read twice by its title 

Mr. BLAIR. I wish to say that the passage of the original bill is 
recommended by two members of the committee who desire to submit 
their views and who are not now present. I ought tosay further, that 
the chairman of the committee, the Senator from Pennsylvania [ Mr 
MITCHELL ], concurs in the views which | have presented. He has not 
been able to be present with us, but he has examined the substitute 
recommended sufficiently to approve of its main provisions 

Mr. VAN WYCK presented the views of a minority of the Committe 
on Pensions, consisting of himself and Mr. Cuiicorr, as to House bil! 
No. 1410; which were ordered to be printed. 

Mr. COCKRELL. I suggest that all the bills be placed together, the 
bill reported by the majority of the committee, the bill introduced by 
the Senator from New Hampshir¢, and the bill introduced by another 
minority of the committee, the Senator from Connecticut, and that ail 
the reports be printed in one document, so that we can have them 
together. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The reports will be printed together 
and the bills placed on the Calendar one after the othe 

Mr. HILL. I am instructed by the Committee on Post-Offices and 
Post-Roads, to whom was referred the bill (H. R. 7327) to establish post 
routes, to report it with amendments, and I ask that the bill be printed 
and recommitted to the committee; and I desire to give notice that | 
will attempt to report this bill again and call it up next Friday, andany 
Senators who desire to offer amendments to the bill should do so before 
that time. 

The bill and amendments were ordered to be printed and recommitted 
to the Committee on Post-Offices and Post-Roads. 

Mr. HARRIS, from the Select Committee to Investigate and Report 
the Best Means of Preventing the Introduction and Spread of Epidemic 
Diseases, to whom was referred the bill (8. 2259) to repeal the tenth 
section of the act approved June 2, 1879, entitled ‘‘An act to prevent 
the introduction of contagious or infectious diseases into th (noted 


The joint resolution will be placed 


That order will be made. Reports 


by unanimous 


The views of the minority will be 





at once, I give notice that I shall try to call up the joint resolution to- 
morrow morning and put it upon its passage, hoping that it will take 





States,’’ and for other purposes, reported it without amendment. ond 
submitted a report thereon, which was ordered to be printed 
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Mr. MAHONF, from the Committee on Agriculture, to whom was 
referred the bill (8. 2412) to encourage the holding of a world’s indus- 
trial and cotton centennial exposition in the year 1884, reported it with- 
out amendment. 

Mr.GARLAND. I should like+to give notice to the Senate that to- 
morrow morning after this bill is printed and Senators have had an op- 
portunity of seeing it, I shall ask for its consideration. I wish to call 
the attention of the Senator from Vermont [Mr. MoRRILL], who has 
charge of the pending business, to the fact that it will excite no debate 
and will not delay the consideration of his bill ten minutes. I should 
like to have it passed to-morrow. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. 
endar. 


The bill will be placed on the Cal- 


AGRICULTURAL APPROPRIATION BILLS. 

Mr. MAHONE, from the Committee on Agriculture, reported the fol- 
lowing resolution; which was referred to the Committee on Rules: 

Resolved, That the Committee on Rules be instructed to report an amendment 
of the rules of the Senate so as to provide that the appropriation bills for the 
Department of Agriculture shall be referred to the Committee on Agriculture, 

STATE DEPARTMENT LIBRARY. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore laid betore the Senate the following 
message from the President of the United States; which was referred to 
the Committee on the Library, and ordered to be printed: 

To the Senate and House of Representatives: 


[ transmit herewith a communication from the Secretary of State, concerning 
the character and condition of the library of the Department of State. 
CHESTER A. ARTHUR. 
EXECUTIVE MANSION, January 25, 1883. 


BILLS INTRODUCED. 

Mr. DAVIS, of West Virginia, asked and, by unanimous consent, 
obtained leave to introduce a bill (8. 2422) granting arrears of pen- 
sion to William C, Parker; which was read twice by its title, and re- 
ferred to the Committee on Pensions. 

Mr. CAMERON, of Pennsylvania (by request), asked and, by unani- 
mous consent, obtained leave to introduce a bill (8. 2423) to incorpo- 
rate the United States Gas and Fuel Company, and for other purposes; 
which was read twice by its title, and referred to the Committee on the 
District of Columbia. 

Mr. MORGAN asked and, by unanimous consent, obtained leave to 
introduce a bill (8. 2424) to continue the work of improvement in the 
bay, port, and harbor of Mobile; which was read twice by its title, and 
referred to the Committee on Commerce. 

Mr. SAWYER asked and, by unanimous consent, obtained leave to 
introduce a bill (8. 2425) granting a pension to Warren Croan; which 
was read twice by its title, and referred to the Committee on Pensions. 

Mr. CONGER (by request) asked and, by unanimous consent, obtained 
leave to introduce a bill (8. 2426) for the relief of Mrs. Jane Baum; 
which was read twice by its title, and referred to the Committee on 
Claims. 

Mr. MILLER, of New York, asked and, by unanimous consent, ob- 
tained leave to introduce a bill (S. 2427) for the relief of Mrs. Kate L. 
Cushing; which was read twice by its title, and referred to the Commit- 
tee on Pensions. 

Mr. GROOME (by request) asked and, by unanimous consent, ob- 
tained leave to introduce a bill (S. 2428) for the relief of Frank Della 
Terre and Susan F. Della Terre, heirs of Peter Della Terre, deceased ; 
which was read twice by its title, and referred to the Committee on 
Claims. 

Mr. CALL asked and, by unanimous consent, obtained leave to in- 
troduce a bill (8. 2429) to continue work on the entrance to the Saint 
John’s River, Florida, and Cumberland Sound, between Amelia Island, 
Florida, and Cumberland Island, Georgia; which was read twice by 
its title, and referred to the Committee on Commerce. 


MESSAGE FROM “THE HOUSE. 


A message from the House of Representatives, by Mr. MCPHERSON 
its Clerk, announced that the House had passed a bill (H. R. 7314) 
making appropriations for the naval service for the fiscal year ending 
June 30, 1884, and for other purposes; in which it requested the con- 
currence of the Senate. 

The message also announced that the House had a concurrent 
resolution that the report of the Tariff Commission, the evidence and 
papers submitted therewith, or any part thereof heretofore printed by 
order of Congress may be reprinted at the Public Printing Office at the 
instance of Senators, Representatives, and Del in or 
others, upon payment in advance to the Public Printer of the cost 
thereof. 

ORDER OF BUSINESS. 


The PRESIDENT pro tempore. If there be no “‘ concurrent or other 
resolutions,’’ the morning hour is closed. 

Mr. MORRILL. I move the t of the 
prior orders for the purpose of taking up the revenue 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. Senator from Vermont moves 
to postpone the Calendar until to-morrow. 


nt and all 

















































The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The Senator from Vermont Moves 
to take up the revenue bill. 
The motion was agreed to. 
The PRESIDENT pro 

as in Committee of the Whole. 
Mr. VEST. lask unanimous consent to take up House bill No. 538, 
which makes some verbal amendments to the act passed in December 
1872, in regard to bridges across the Ohio River. I ask the Senaro; 
from Vermont to yield for that purpose. 

Mr. MORRILL. I understood that it is a bill where the corre. 
of a single word only is needed. 

Mr. VEST. Yes, sir; that is all. 

Mr. MORRILL. As that will not require any time, I do not objec 


OHIO RIVER BRIDGES. 


By unanimous consent, the Senate, as in Committee of the Whol. 
proceeded to consider the bill (H. R. 5380) supplementary to an act ap. 
proved December 17, 1872, entitled ‘‘ An act to authorize the constr: 
tion of bridges across the Ohio River, and to prescribe the dimensions 
of the same.”’ 

The Acting Secretary read the bill. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The bill was reported from the Con 
mittee on Commerce with amendments, which will be stated in thei; 
order. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. May I interrupt the Secretary to ask what pi! 
that is, and how it is before us now ? 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The bill is before the Senate }y 
unanimous consent. The Senator from Vermont [Mr. Morguy) 
yielded in order that it might be considered. 

Mr. MORRILL. I was told it only required the change or correction 
of a single word. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. 
but the bill had to be read. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. It comes up now by unanimous consent. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. By unanimousconsent. The amend 
ments will be stated. 

The first amendment was, in line 25, after the word *‘ clear,”’ to strik. 
out ‘‘ spannings’’ and insert ‘‘ openings;’’ so as to read: 

The act of Congress approved December 17, 1872, entitled “An act to authoriz 
the construction of b across the Ohio River, and to prescribe the dime 
sions of the same,” shall be, and the same is hereby, amended by striking out 
sections 2 and 4 of said act and substituting therefor the following: 

“Sere, 2. That every bri hereafter erected across the Ohio River shal! hay 
its axisat rightangles to the current at all stages, and all of its poe shall be 
‘through’ spans, Every such bridge shall have at least one channe!-<pan placed 
over that part of the river usually run by descending coal-fleets, said channe!-spay 
to give aclear water-way bet ween the piers of five hundred feet, measured on (hy 
low-water line. Said channel-span shall be at least forty feet above local highe~: 
water, measured to the lowest part of the span, and shall be at least ninety fee 
above low water in bridges built above the mouth of the Big Sandy River, and 
at least one hundred feet above low water in bridges built below the mouth of 
the Big Sandy River, measured tothe lowest part of thespan: Provided, ower 
That all bridges over the Ohio River below the Covington and Cincinnati su- 
pension bridge shall have, in addition to the channel-span prescribed above. : 
pivot-draw, giving two clear openings of one hundred and sixty feet each,’ A 

The amendment was agreed to. "7 

The next amendment was, in line 28, after the word “at,” to strike 
out ‘ that stage’’ and insert “‘such stages;’’ so as to read: 

Measured at right angles to the current at high stages and located in 4 part of 
the bridge that can be safely and conveniently reached at such stages. 

The amendment was agreed to. . 

The next amendment was, in line 48, before the word ‘‘span,’’ to in 
sert ‘‘channel;’’ so as to read: 

That in lieu of the high draw prescribed above, bridges over the Ohio River 
below the Covi and Cincinnati suspension bri may be built as contin- 
uous bridges, with a clear height of fifty-three feet above local highest water 
measured to the lowest part of the channel-span. 

The amendment was agreed to. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. This completes the amendments 0! 

the Committee on Commerce. ; 

Mr. EDMUNDS. When I can find the statute that is proposed to be 
changed I shall be ready to know whether I wish to say anything or 

no 


t. 

Mr. VEST. If the Senator from Vermont will look at the report « 
companying the bill he will see the changes. The Senator will see trom 
the report which I send to him exactly what changes are made in th: 


act, 

Mr. EDMUNDS. The thing I wish to ascertain is, suppose the Secr 
tary of War, for the safety of navigation, shall be of opinion that som: 
of the bridges authorized by the act need to be changed, or their «raw 
in any way, at whose expense is the change to be made? 

Mr. VEST. As a matter of course at the expense of the compan) 

Mr. EDMUNDS. But one of these bridge corporations stoutly ma\ 
tained in the Supreme Court of the United States (and the next tm 
it maintains it may suceed; it did not then) that any change which the 
United States orders from what had previously been allowed by the 
United States must be made at the expense of the United States. | neve" 

t that was the law, and the Supreme Court held that it was no! 
but Court, like the Senate, sometimes changes its 1110 


The revenue bill is before the Senare 


tion 


It makes only a verbal alteration, 





The motion was agreed to. 





I wish to guard against that, if I can in some way. 
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Mr. VEST. By lines 80, 81, 82, and 83 the Secretary of War is au- | sure those recommendations will receive favorable consideration Mhat 
shorised, ‘on the recommendation of said board, to order such changes | is the only mode by which we can secure action on the bill 


in the bridge or its piers, orsuch guiding-dikes or other auxiliary works, | Mr. MAXEY. That is the course pursued by the Military Com 


as may be necessary for the security of navigation. ”’ : mittee. We make recommendations and send them to the Committee 

: Mr. EDMUNDS. After the word ‘‘ works,’’ in line 83, I move to | on \ppropriations in regard to the Army bill 

amend by inserting : Mr. ROLLINS. I wish to ask the chairman of the Committee on . 
At the expense of the proprietors and managers of such bridge or piers | Appropriations a question Does he think the Committee on \ppro 


Mr. pa I Bean po oXgacaam to that amendment. That was the | _ enna: Rabe oe al . fini a = ‘he ‘did 1 me Sm es 
intention of the comnaittee. on wntderation ? 

4 EDMUNDS. I have no doubt it was. - Mr 2 , yoy rh ' sts il on 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The question is on the amendment | 9.0 \Gy to cive a courteous disse th 7 ne dy a nage Cp teen 
of the Senator from Vermont [Mr. EpMUNDs]. consideration th mn the y did last yea Nadal ipetnecatnanpaton ioe 
The amendment was agreed to. Me WOT YMG Tf ans ated to Cnc, tha: th , ss that 

Mr. EDMUNDS. I move to add at the end of the bill as follows: | 30S apace an RENT Nn? Es eorlng ta 


: . | mitfee on Appropriations. They 
sve. 5, That the right to alter, amend, or repeal this act as set forth in section ; 


« ho consideration whatever last 
= of the act hereby amended, at the pleasure of Congress, is hereby reserved 


year to our recommendations. Ifthey will vive tl 
session they will give some evidence of pn 
Mr. HALE. The Committee on Appropriations at the last session 

| was not able to put on all the legislation tl Naval Committee 
| asked to have. 

Mr. ALLISON. That was the troubl 

Mr. ROLLINS. They were very careful to put on | ition that 
the Naval Committee did not ask 

Mr. HALE. There had to be some discriminat 


" ’ 
Cua al 


tention at this 
So as to be sure that the original provision, the seventh section of the : 
act, shall apply to this new law as well. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The question is on agreeing to the 
amendment of the Senator from Vermont. 

The amendment was agreed to. | 
Mr. EDMUNDS. I am satisfied now. 

The bill was reported to the Senate as amended, and the amend- 
ments were concurred in. | 
The amendments were ordered to be engrossed and the bill to be | 





lon al it exer 


cised. I do not think the Committee on Appropriations this year has 

any yearning desire to precipitate any more contlicts in the 8 te by 

read a third time. putting legislation on appropriation bills. 1 know that is my tecling 
The bill was read the third time, and passed. in reference to the naval appropriation bill 

PRESIDENTIAL APPROVAL. I have not examined it very much since it passed the House, but 1 


. . . ; | see that nearly everything there in the wav of legislation was struck 

A message from the President of the United States, by Mr. O. L. | out either by a vote or upon pointe of path pat { ‘andlor the ruling 

PRUDEN, one of his secretaries, announced that the President had on | 4.),))ched by the Chair at the last session sin Citthea toll ines en eel 
be Maes a ved ¢ i >» act (S. 42°) for relief of George | ~ + * es ee ay hind SCC oS 2 

ages approved and signed the act (S. 422) for the relief of Georg: as I that it is almost impossible to get any new legislation on to that bill 
. Maher. 


- os eR = here. I do not think there will be any conflict whatever between the 
TARIFF-COMMISSION REPORT. Committee on \ ppropriations and the Naval Committee this session en 
The PRESIDENT pro tempore laid before the Senate the following | the naval appropriation bill 
concurrent resolution of the House of Representatives; which was re- | [ for one shall be very glad to have the Committee on Naval Affair 
ferred to the Committee on Printing: : ; 


‘ port to oul 


Resolved by the House (the Senate concurring), That the report of the Tariff Com ir trom that 


| consider any legislation that they want upon this bill and 1 
| ( 
mission, the evidence and papers submitted therewith, or any part thereof, | 
' 
| 


committee, and am entirely willing to wait until we 1 


I 





» ; “o> aet iy - a3} } ‘ 44 a 1} 
heretofore printed by order of Congress, may be reprinted at the Public Print- mar papemaeies - IT want to act in accord with that committee, i preewees 
ing Office, at the instance of Senators, Representatives, and Delegates in Con- | this year. 
gress, or others, upon payment in advance to the Public Printer of the cost Mr. ANTHONY Would it suit the purpose-of my friend from North 
thereof, the same as if originally printed in the Cona@ressionaL RecoRD Carolina to move that the Committee on Appropriations be instructed 

AMENDMENT TO A BILL. | to report the naval appropriati m bill w ith all le gislati n eliminated 

Mr. BARROW submitted an amendment intended to be proposed by | “XCCPE STE h as applies directly to the expenditure of the money ther 
him to the bill (H. R. 7077) making appropriations for the support of | ae ig ; : oe , si = 
the Army for the fiscal year ending June 30, 1884, and for other pur- | M™. VANCE. T do ater one eck aoe temple cater aaa 
poses; which was referred to the Committee on Appropriations, and | = er regan cageanl wee gem eat ce d that last ses ey magaeae 
ordered to be printed. wong niente Ramm, =m = itt , ye + ra 11 th re ve ws ay { 1 

NAVAL APPROPRIATION BILL. | eather creamery Teena SATE sAes ate oaagee irene 

The bill (H. R. 7314) making appropriations for the naval service | were proposed by the Naval Committee were summarily ruled out of 
for the fiscal year ending June 30, 1884, and for other purposes, was | order and thrownout. I do not think that was fair to the Naval Com 
read twice by its title, and referred to the Committee on Appropriations. | mittee, and Ido not wish it to happenagain. I think weought to have 

Mr. VANCE subsequently said: I ask consent to make a motion in | an opportunity to give our opinions and our report upon all matters af 
regard to the reference of the bill (H. R. 7314) making appropriations | fecting the personnel of the Navy, its organization, and changing exist 
for the naval service for the fiscal year ending June 30, 1884, and for | ing laws in relation thereto 
other purposes, which just now came from the House of Representa- | Mr. HALE. Ev rything reported in the bill will be subject to a 
tives. point of order raised by any Senator, so that if the committee should 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. It has been referred to the Commit- | report the House bill as received there is no advantage that can b 
tee on Appropriations. gained by the action of the Appropriations Committe 

Mr. VANCE. My motion is to refer so much of the bill as makes Mr. VANCE. Except this, that when a Senator representing that 
changes in existing laws in regard to the Navy Department and the | committee rises and asks unanimous consent to consider it dment 
personnel of the Navy to the Committee on Naval Affairs. We had | first, and its amendments, som: changing existing laws and others not 
some difficulty last session in that regard; and we did not think the | are considered and adopted by unanimous consent 


then it is hardly 
Naval Committee was fairly treated. fair to turn upon the Naval Committee and rule out of order everything 
The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The bill must be referred to some | they propose. 
one committee. Mr. H ALE. The Senator sees that nothing ot that kind ean | done 
Mr. SHERMAN, | 


: I think the rule of the Senate requires it to be | « xcept by unanimous consent. Not an inch of progress can be made on 
referred to the Committee on Appropriations, and without a change of | the bill except by the consent of every Senator here, and that applies to 
the rule there can be no other reference made. | the amendments. whether offered by ‘a committer or moved on the floor 
The PRESIDENT pro tempore. It is an appropriation bill and must | Mr. ANTHONY. To any amendment. but not to original legislation 
be referred to the Committee on Appropriations. from the House. Ifthe bill comes with legislation from the House, then 
_ Mr. VANCE. SoT understood; butat the same time it makeschanges | it is in order in the Senate 
in existing laws with regard to the Navy Department, and I hope there Mr. HALE. 
will be unanimous consent for the Naval Committee to take charge of | that. 
that portion of the bill—not that portion which appropriates money, | Mr. DAVIS, of West 
but that portion which changes the law. Carolina, and also to my friend from Maine, that the object, I thihk, can 
Mr. ALLISON. I have no objection to the Naval Committee taking | be reached by the Committee on Naval Affairs considering the bill with 
charge of all legislation in the naval bill; but I do not think it neces- | out a formal reference 
sary to have a formal resolution on that subject. If I understand the | maybe. If that be done they have the same right as amendments com 
sense of the Senate, it is in a general way that we shall not legislate in | ing trom the Appropriations Committee, and they will be in order from 
the appropriation bills. I do not see how it is possible to divide up the Naval Committee, as much so as if they came from the \ppropri i 
= bill between two committees. If the Naval Committee will take | tions Committe: lhe members of the Naval Committee can offer any 
up this appropriation bill and consider the legislative provisions and | amendment here, if they are instructed so to do by the Naval Commit 
make recommendations to the Committee on Appropriations, I am quite | tee, and give one day’ M 


XIV——101 


Undoubtedly. and no action in committee can change 


Virginia I will say to my friend from North 


and offering their amendments, whatever they 


s notice to the Committee on Appropriations 
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friend will accomplish his object in that way just as well as by this mo- 
tion. ‘The Naval Committee can consider the questions, and they have 
the same right on giving one day’s notice, if they come with their amend- 
ments into the Senate, as the Appropriations Committee. 

So I will say to my friend from Rhode Island that the Appropriations 
Committee has no advantage over the Naval Committee in offering 
amendments. 

Mr. ANTHONY. But the Appropriations Committee reports the bill 
with legislation that comes from the House, and the bill comes to us 
loaded with legislation. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. There is no question before the Sen- 
ate. The bill has been referred to the Appropriations Committee. It 
is an appropriation bill passed by the House of Representatives, and it 
necessarily goes to the Committee on Appropriations under the guile. 

Mr. MORRILL. I eall for the regular order. 

INTERNAL REVENUE AND TARIFF DUTIES. 

The Senate, as in Committee of the Whole, resumed the considera- 
tion of the bill (HL. R. 5538) to reduce internal-revenue taxation. 

Mr. MORRILL. In view of the shortness of the present term of Con- 
gress, only five weeks from next Monday, and of the many important 
bills which are pending besides the revenue bill, upon which many 
Senators are earnestly desiring some action at the present session, I am 
instructed by the Committee on Finance toask unanimous consent that 
upon all amendments which shall be proposed or offered in relation to 
the present bill debate be limited to five minutes, with the exception 
of the sugar question. I suppose that the general debate on the bill is 
through with, and, therefore, no one wants to make any long speeches 
on the subject. 

Mr. BECK. I desire to say that I object and shall continue to object 
to the five-minute rule, and I expect to occupy but little time hereafter 
in regard to the bill. 

Mr. MORRILL. Then I appeal to the Senators on this side of the 
Chamber, at least, not to occupy more than five minutes in presenting 
any amendment that they may have. 

Mr. BECK. The first item of this bill to be called up this morning 
embraces a number of items to which amendments will be offered that 
have to be understood in connection with it. I expect to state the ob- 
jections I have to the present provision, and it is impossible to do it in 
five minutes; and there are various other matters connected with the 
iron schedule far more important than the sugar schedule, and no man 
can state the reasons why the thing ought to be done or not done in 
five minutes, 

Mr. MORRILL. Will the Senator consent to unanimous consent 
that debate be limited to ten minutes by each Senator ? 

Mr. BECK. No, sir; I will not consent to ten hours; and I do not 
expect to occupy any more time than is absolutely necessary. 

Mr. MORRILL. I call for the regular order. 

The Acting Seeretary proceeded to read the items, beginning in line 
530, but was interrupted by, 

Mr. BECK. I understand that any part of the paragraph is amend- 
able after the whole paragraph is read through. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. There is no doubt of that. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. Certainly, that is the course pursued. 

The Acting Secretary resumed and continued the reading of the item 
from line 530 to line 540, inclusive, as follows: 

Bar-iron, rolled or hammered, comprising flats not less than one inch wide 
nor less than three-cighths of one inch thick, nine-tenths of 1 cent per pound; 
comprising round iron not less than three-fourths of one inch in diameter and 
square iron not less than three-fourths of one inch square, 1 cent per pound; 
comprising flats less than one inch wide or less than three-eighths of one inch 
thick, round iron less than three-fourths of one inch and not less than seven- 
sixteenths of one inch in diameter, and square iron less than three-fourths of an 
inch square, | cent and two-tenths of 1 cent per pound. 

Mr. BECK. I desire to amend this provision by placing flats not 
less than one inch wide nor less than three-cighths of one inch thick 
and round iron not less than three-fourths of one inch in diameter at 
the same rate, and the rate I propose is seven-tenths of 1 cent a pound. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. Will the Senator specify the line? 

Mr. BECK. I move to strikeout, in line 532, the words ‘‘ nine-tenths 
of i cent per pound; comprising’’ and insert the word ‘‘and;”’ that 
is, to strike out all of line 532 except the word ‘‘ thick,”’ at the begin- 
ning of the line, and insert the word ‘‘and”’ in lieu of the word ‘‘com- 
prising;’’ and then on line 535, before the words ‘‘one cent,’’ to insert 
**seven-tenths of;’’ so as to read: 

Bar-iron, rolled or hammered, comprising flats not less than one inch wide, 
nor less than three-eighths of one inch thick, and round iron not less than three- 
fourths of one inch in diameter, and square iron not less than three-fourths of 
one inch square, seven tenths of 1 cent per pound. 

Then at the end of the clause, in lines 539 and 540, I move to strike 
out ‘1 cent and two-tenths”’ and insert “‘ eight-tenths;’’ so as to put 
on the classification last described in the clause a duty of eight-tenths 
of 1 cent per pound. 

Mr. President, while I objected to being limited to five minutes or to 
any other limitation of debate a little while I do not propose to 
take any longer time than is necessary to wan be reasons for the re- 
ductions I propose to make; but I do not believe that it could be done 
in five minutes by anybody. I will be as briefas possible. The present 





law has to be examined; the proposed law has to be compared with j; 
It is of course expected that those of us who are on the Finance (op). 
mittee have by investigation into details obtained information that j). 
dividual Senators not required to look into the details of this bill cou)q 
not by any possibility have. As to this item, it will be observed, fips; 
that the bill under consideration imposes two rates, one for rolled o, 
hammered iron, comprising flats not less than one inch wide nor Je 
than three-eighths of an inch thick, at nine-tenths of 1 cent per pound 
and another for bar-iron, rolled or hammered, comprising round iron yo: 
less than three-fourths of an inch in diameter and square iron not Jos 
than three-fourths of an inch per square, 1 cent per pound. 

Both of these are in the present law at the same rate. I see no pes 
son why they should not both be at the same rate. If any change 
ought to be made, looking at it in the light of the information we ;.. 
ceived, the flats not less than three-eighths of an inch thick ought to pay 
a higher rate than the round iron not less than three-fourths; yet th, 
committee reverse that rule, first changing and making separate rates 
and then placing the higher rates on the half-inch iron of one-tenth oj 
a cent per pound more than they do with the three-eighths iron, making 
three-fourths iron pay more than three-eighths iron. 

In all the commercial transactions of the country the smaller the bar 
or theslabthe higher the price. That factisrecognized everywhere else. 
so far as I recollect, except in this particular item. I donot know why 
it is unless that as the imports for this year of these classes of jrop 
when they, being both classed together, amounted to 109,221,643 pounds 
of the value of $2,207,195.33, and produced a revenue of $1,092,216.43. 
it may have been so divided as to protect that portion of the item }y 
putting it up to the highest rate of which the largest amount comes in 
and make a professed reduction on that portion of which, though appar 
ently the highest price, very little is imported and call that a redu: 
tion. If there is any other object in it, it is not visible to the naked 
eye. In the first place there ought to be no distinction as there is non 
now between the items making up this large import. The change oi 
the classification, if my surmise is right, will enable the men who ar 
interested in the highest protection to round iron to keep it at the highest 


rate, and let the other and smallerbe reduced. I do not know how that 
is. There was some purpose in dividing them, and itis not likely thot 
it was in the interest of the tax-payers. 

I propose to make the rate on both seven-tenths of 1 cent per pour 
which I think is a fair proportion to the duties we have imposed on tl 
pig-iron, on the scrap, on the billet, and on the Bessemer-stee] rail 

The last clause, which I propose to make eight-tenths of 1 cent per poun: 
instead of 1.2 cents, is pat as it is because of a change of classilicaiior 
and a very important one, done very cunningly, and not likely to | 
observed except by close examination. Let me explain. 

All round iron less than three-quarters of an inch in diameter an 
not less than seven-sixteenths is topay 1.2centsa pound. That is t! 
present rate on that class of iron except in this, and I hope Senators 
will keep the comparative table before them, and see how import 
is. Observe ‘‘not less than seven-sixteenths of one inch in diametc 
There is where the distinction is made between the present law an: 
the bill before us that it is important tounderstand. ‘The rate is mad 
1.2 cents per pound. That is the present rate; but the present lay 
provides that rounds less than three-fourths of aninch in diameter shia!) 
be at that rate, and runs down to three-eighths before an increased rt: 
is made. The change proposed confines it between three-fourthis of a) 
inch and seven-sixteenths of an inch, while the present law allows i! 
to run down without limitation to three-sixteenthsofaninch. Inothe 
words, the present law imposes a duty of 1.2 cents per pound on « 
round iron from three-fourths of an inch in diameter down to thre: 
sixteenths of an inch in diameter. 

The proposed law imposes a duty of 1.2 on all round iron of tha! 
character from three-fourths down to not less than seven-sixteenthis in 
stead of three-sixteenths, leaving the six-sixteenths, five-sixteenthis, anv 
four-sixteenths to come in under anotherand higher classification wii 
they were not willing to put in direct connection with this provision, a- 
anybody who sought to present a fair bill would have done. But the) 
inserted first a long proviso and then a provision for T-rails; and the: 
they insert another provision at line 550: 

Round iron in coils or rods, less than seven-sixteenths of one inch in diamet 
and bars or shapes of rolled iron not specially enumerated or provided for) 
this act, 1 and one-half of 1 cent per pound. 

Increasing, you observe, from two-tenths to one-half, or an increas: 
of $6.72 per ton over the present rate of duty on all that class of round 
iron that is of a size between seven-sixteenths and three-sixteenths 11 
diameter. Under that provision of the present law 8,457,851 pounds 
were imported last year of the value of $230,942, paying a revenue 0! 
$126,867.81. 

My information is that the great bulk of it in all probability com 
in between seven-sixteenths and three-sixteenths, which they seek t+ 
increase $6.72 per ton. I think that is a trick—I do not care todign:!) 
it byany h name—en the part of the men who made up the schedu!« 
to secure a hi rate of en all these important articles than '- 
now paid, first by dividing flat and the round, which are all 01 

tting a hi rate of $1.24 a ton upon the run! 
than they do upon the flat, and then placing up the round iron from | - 
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cents to 1} cents a pound, or $6.72 
upon all above teenths and below seven-sixteenths. 

Mr. MAXEY. It has the effect of increasing the duty on all that 
kind of wrought-iron used for plow-making, buggies, carriages, wagons, 
and things of that kind. = aan 

Mr. BECK. That ismy information about it. Then when you come 
to the rods below three-sixteenths of an inch the duty is prohibitory 
now at 2 cents per pound or 15 per cent., for only $61.47 worth was 
imported last year paying $26.14 in revenue; they propose to reduce 
that largely, but none of it is used or else it is so high that it is pro- 
hibitory, I do not know which. 

Let us see how my proposition would operate. 1 spent four or five 
hours last night trying to understand this question. 1 holdin my hand 
the ‘‘ Bulletin of the Iron and Metal Exchange Company, limited, 69 
Wall street, New York,’’ dated Friday, January 19, 1883, giving the 
London market prices of iron, also the Philadelphia, Pittsburgh, and New 
York prices. Itisa paper vouched for, owned, and controlled by a num- 
ber of gentlemen whose names are on the paper I hold in my hand, as 
I am advised, embracing many of the great iron and steel interests in 
this country, so that the responsibility and accuracy of the paper are 
thoroughly vouched for. Inshort, itis the paper of the Iron Association. 
That paper gives the quotations of prices in Liverpool of this bar-iron 
down to a diameter of half an inch. Recollect the proposition is to 
make a duty of seven-tenths of a cent per pound for rods not less than 
three-fourths of an inch diameter. The quotations here given are: 


£s.d Csd 
Welsh bars, free on board, Cardiff.. 5126 
Staffordshire bars, best ............... han apeenn deine : 7M 0to710 
Staffordst.ire bars, crown........... ath 6100to 7000 


Now, the best are £7 10s., then the Cardiff bars are £5 12s. 6d., and 
the Staffordshire bars, crown, are £6 10s. But let us take the best, £7 
10s., and see what per cent. the duty I propose would be per cent. on 
this class of goods. With exchange at $4.87 per pound it makes it equal 
to, say, $35.76 per ton in Liverpool free on board. That is the cost of 
this best bar-iron down to half an inch in diameter. 
of seven-tenths of 1 cent a pound, or $15.58 a ton, which is a fraction 
over 44 per cent. ad valorem. 

I am informed on what I consider good authority that for each on 
sixteenth of an inch in diminution of diameter the price increases 10 
shillings a ton, or $2.50. Sothatiron which measures only half an inch 
and upward is worth $35.76, and it is worth $2.50 more for each six- 


teenth as it comes down in size, which must be considered when we | 


come to act onthe sizes from three-fourths to seven-sixteenthsat the close 
of the paragraph. 


You can noterely upon the tables now furnished us as correct dataon | 


which to calculate ad valorem rates now; though they are for the last 
year, they vary in many instauces from the true ad valorem now. Let 
me illustrate. Under the head of iron and steel railway-bars the Les- 
semer steel is put down at an ad valorem of 82.25 per cent. That was 
the average during the whole of the last fiscal year, which closed Jun 
30, 1882. 
Bessemer-steel rails are worth from $23.75 to $25per ton. Soa duty ot 
$23 per ton, instead of being 83 per cent., would on the present price 
of these rails be about 116 per cent. Yet the comparative table would 
induce us to believe that the true ad valorem was between 82 and 83 
per cent., it is in fact 116 per cent., as we have to consider it now. So 
at the present price of bar-iron, the highest being £7 10s., or $35.76, for 
half-inch, the ad valorem proposed in the bill at the present price is 
about, say, 62 per cent. at 1 cent a pound up to three-fourths of an inch, 
yet taking the comparative table of the whole valuation of last year it 


would be about 35 per cent., as this table would make us believe, simply | 


because the price of bar-iron has fallen. 


gible. I am trying to do it as well as I can. I hope Senators will bear 
with me. I repeat that the value increases $2.50 in our money for each 
one-sixteenth of an inch of diminution in diameter, that would make 
seven-sixteenths worth $37.85 and six-sixteenths worth $40. So that 
when I make provision in the last amendment and propose on iron less 
than three-fourths of an inch and not less than seven-sixteenths of an 
inch, making the valuation as though it was all seven-sixteenths of an 
inch, the highest value, and allowing eighth-tenths of a cent per pound, 
I still allow them 52 per cent., which I think ought to be ample. 


The provision limiting this class to seven-sixteenths instead of to 
three-sixteenths as now makes the highest value of the article that they 
allow to come in at the proposed rate in the bill of 1 and two-tenths of 


# cent a pound, $40 a ton; whereas, under the existing law at that same 
rate, iron of the value of $44.25 a ton is allowed to be imported at 1 


and two-tenths cents. Thecommission has very ingeniously limited it to 


not less than seven-sixteenths of an inch in diameter, at the present 


price of iron according to their valuation certainly not worth over $40.75 
Instead of iron at the present price coming down to three-six- 
teenths, or $48.25 a ton, they have put up all the iron that is between 
Seven-sixteenths and the three-sixteenths, or under from 1 and two- 
tenths cents to 1 and five-tenths a pound, or $6.72 a ton more than we 
are now paying for those things of which the Senator from Texas very 


a ton. 


the 


wel} remarked most of the agricultural implements are made, and the 
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I propose a tariff | 


Now, the prices current, which I hold in my hand, show that | 


It is difficult to make a complicated matter of this sort very intelli- | 
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a ton more than the present law, | Finance Committee, | think, made a mistake in agreeing to their recom- 


mendation. My proposition may be a little toolow; I think, however, 
it is nearly right. 

| Take the five-sixteenths; begin there; by their classiiication, on all 
| under seven-sixteenths 1} cents a pound is put, or $33.60 a ton; that is 
| & protection at the rate of 77] per cent. upon the value of these goods 
; Mr. MAXEY. What is the present rate? 

| Mr. BECK. ‘The present rate is 1,2 cents, or $6.72 a ton less than 
| this bill now before us proposes. This is an increase, an unreasonabl 
increase, on all that class of irom; unless the amendment I offer or some 
| thing like it is adopted, of $6.72 a ton. They very graciously reduce 

| when they reach below three-sixteenths of an inch, the present rate; 
but the present rate is prohibitory, and the rate proposed may be pro 


} 


hibitory—certainly there are no importations under it. There is wher 
the consumers of this country are imposed upon by pretended reduc 
| tion, and the Senate is apt to be deceived unless eat 
| examinations made. 


The duties are reduced where nothing comes 


is exercised and 


For example, thes 





graciously reduce the duty on copper from 5 to 4 cents, and call it a 
liberal reduction. The copper duty is just as prohibitory at fas at 
|} cents. It would beso at3 or 2, as we can on equal terms control the coy 
per market of the world. AstheSenator trom Delaware stated on infor 
mation which he considered correct, we are selling American copper in 
| London for less than the owners of it are selling it in the United States; 
and the imports show that no copper comes to this country bile: thre 
exports last year ran up to over three quarters Of a million 
So with these articles under three-sixteenths of an inch t ) 
of reduction to a lower rate is of no real valu 1 believe that seve 
tenths of a cent per pound, classifying the things togethe: 
three-fourth bar-iron and three-eighth tlat-iron a protection of about 44 
per cent., and the eight-tenths of a cent per pound from the t] 
fourth down to sev ‘teenth, the minimum allowed in tl | 
graph, gives a protect 1of about per cent., and that is all the yu 
tection that they ought to have Ido notd {to injure tl] 
| interests, but we are proposing a general 1 ction; We are propo 
to reduce the tax on sugar; we are pt to brine downt pl ot 
blankets; we are proposing to bring down the pris of a great 
things, that all the people must have by red rf OL ‘ 
the iron interests and their laborers will get the I» t of these re 
ductions, and they can afford very well to all i reduct 
of their protective duti 
Let me again illustrate for a moment i | 
about reducing sugar more than other tl in proportion, but 1 
to reduce sugar in the same proportion 1 | eimmy hand Dp 
relative to the sugar tax which shows that the pec t | 7 
| sume on an average 65 pounds of sugar a year per capit 
| ple of this country onl; consume 45 pounds « r per ye r 
j If the people of this country could get th 1 ch ip 
| consume as much as the people of England ve LT beti on 
sume and waste more than ot! } thin ‘ 
at a reasonable price 
England gets her sugar at 6} cen pound pay 9); Gop 
| per head at 3 cents a pound is $1.95 to ea ) Phe a 
| ily of this country—I see my friend 1 pi | Mr. Gre 
who knows all about families and agriculture and ul 
| smiling; he agrees with me I observe—the average family is about 
} If we could get sugar a che ip 3 Enel Land con meth im " 
each family of five would gain 81.95 tor each iber, or $9.75 
family. 
The aver we waves ot the people I nd yout! i 
in the manufacturing establishment s shown by their own 
| amounts to $220 a year, or G3 cents a day on the averaue 
therefore take fifteen days’ work at 63 cents a day to make $0.45, be 
30 cents less than the saving on the sugar consumed if the titat the 
English price. It we give the operatives relief to that ext t they ill 
be that much better off. If we can cut down the price of their blan! 


their woolen goods, so that they can obtain for 65 cents « 
what they are now paying adollar for, they will be a 
| Soif they can get at less prices their cotton goods othe 

that people have to use, if this bill is carried through on the principle 

we how propose, with a general average reduction of 20 to 25 per cent 
| then I assume that none of these iron manufacturers will be crushed 
nor will their operatives suffer if they get the benefit of the other r 


ro«@o cen 


ood deal better off 


vd the r thin: 


ductions, even if we keep their general ad valorems down below 50) 
per cent. 
While I am up I will state that the next proviso, from line 541 to 


546, reads thus: 


Provided, That all iron in slabs, blooms, loops, or other forms less finished thar 
iron in bars, and more advanced than pig-iron, except castings, shall be rated a 
iron in bars, and pay a duty accordingly; and none of the above iron shall pay 
a less rate of duty than 3 per cent. ad valorem 


Recollect, they have fixed specific rates wherever they could upon the 
| ground that specific rates is the true mode of collecting taxes. They 
have ignored the ad valorem; but if the specific rate comes down below 
35 per cent. ad valorem, they seize upon the old so-called fraudulentad 
valorem and make the articles pay 35 per cent. ad valorem whether the 
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specific duty is less than 3o per cent. 01 not. Senators will be required 
to vote on that proposition in the next half hour. — | 
I propose to amend it by providing further that no article in the sched- 
ule relating to metals shall pay a higher percentage than 50 per cent. ad | 
valorem, no matter what specific provisions may be made as to that ar- | 
ticle. If the Committee on Finance can present a general provision | 
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Mr. MAXEY. Lasked the Senator that question because I cou) », ‘ 
see any reason why these bars should pay nine-tenths of a cent per pour 4 
when the Senate had voted seven-tenths of a cent on steel railway } rt 
weighing over twenty-five pounds to the yard. — 

Mr. BECK. The reason assigned—the only one I know of—js }), 
they are a little lighter; but nobody discovered that they were a fi: mat 


it 





abandoning their specifie rates and re-establishing the duty to 35 per | 


cent. when the people of the country are getting the benefit of a lower 
specific, it is equally fair that a reasonable maximum shall be agreed 
to in the same proviso so that the duties shall not be put up to 75 or 
100 or 120 per cent. by indirection or misapprehension. We ought to 
see to it that the specific duties shall not exceed 50 per cent. I pro- 
pose to give these gentlemen an opportunity to vote on the proposition 
that nothing in the schedule shall exceed 50 per cent. ad valorem; then 
we shall see the good faith of the gentlemen who are so carefully guard- 
iny everything in this bill, and who assume that it is a reduction of 20 
per cent. on present rates, which are said not to exceed 43 on the aver- 
ave of dutiables, 

Mr. MORGAN. May I beallowed toask the Senator a question? 

Mr. BECK. Yes, sir. 

Mr. MORGAN. Under the present classification of round iron, be- 
tween lines 550 and 553, what is the ad valorem rate of duty charged 
hy the existing law? 

Mr. BECK. On the class of iron named from lines 550 to 553 it is 
now being charged all at 1 cent per pound, both these classifications 
being the same. 

Mr. MORGAN. 

Mr. BECK. 


What isthe ad valorem rate upon that. 
The ad valorem rate as stated in the comparative table 


is 49.08 per cent., but as I said a while ago that was when the price of 


these things ranged from 25 to 50 per cent. higher than now, just as the 
Lessemer-stecl rails were ranging at prices much higher thannow. The 
actual per cent. at this rate upon these goods to-day at their present 
price would be about 70 per cent. 1 believe I have not made an accu- 
rate calculation. 


Mr. MORGAN \s the other side of the Chamber have been in- 


structed not to express any opinion upon this tariff by the chairman of 


the committee, | should like to ask the Senator from Kentucky for 
some explanation, he being a member of the committee. I wish to 
know the reasons assigned for changing the classification so as to sepa- 
rate between round and flat iron. What is the reason assigned by the 
friends of this high protective duty for that change in classification ? 
Mr. BECK. 1 desire to say to the Senator from Alabama and to all 
other Senators that if any reason was ever given it was not given when 
| was present in committee, and I do not think I missed a meeting 
irom the 5th of December until the bill was reported. There is no rea- 
son for the change of classification that I cam see, and when we come, 
as we shall in a very few minutes, to boiler or other plate iron and to 


sheet-iron and the different classitications there, 1 have a number of 


tables to present, which I prepared last night, showing a worse condi- 
tion of things than relates even to bar-iron; but, as I said, I intend to con- 
line myself (as there seems to be a general disposition to get along with 
the bill, in which | concur) to explaining the particular item now up, 
though in order to make this matter entirely plain I really ought to 
present and explain now the tables and calculations I have in regard 
to sheet-iron and the changes of classification and their effect on the 
tax-payers. IT will do so when we reach that paragraph. 

i have oceupied more time than I intended, but it was impossible 
for me in my awkward way to have explained what I desired to ex- 
plain in less time than I have done. There are other things in this 
schedule that require more explanation than this. No man can in five 
or ten minutes explain many of the important and, I think, bad 
changes made in this iron schedule. For that reason, and that reason 
only, L objected to a limitation being placed upon the freedom of debate. 
I desire the facts to appear on the record, 

Mr. MAXEY. I wish to ask the Senator from Kentucky in regard 
to another point before he takes his seat. The day before yesterday 
we reduced the tariff upon iron railway bars, in line 525, and steel 
railway bars, in line 529, to seven-tenths of a cent per pound. Now, 
I tind in line 547: 

Iron or steel T-rails, weighing not over twenty-five pounds to the yard, and 
iron or steel flat rails, punched, nine-tenths of 1 cent per pound. 

Mr. BECK. It is now eight-tenths of a cent per pound; that is not 
acted on, I believe. 

Mr. MAXEY. No, it has not been; but it is to come. 
have the item from line 547 to line 549 understood. 

Mr. BECK. There is no provision as to railway bars weighing less 
than 25 pounds to the yard that I remember in the present tariff. This 
is another effort to make all the street railways, all the tramways, all 
the light iron that is to be used and is generally used by individuals 
and by poor corporations and by struggling towns, pay 1.2 cents per 
pound or over $27 a ton tax. The bill of the commission makes it 
$27.20, as they report it at 1.2 cents a pound. 
it down to nine-tenths of a cent a pound. I hope the Senator—if no 
one else moves it I will—will seek to make it seven-tenths of a cent, 
the same as railway bars, which by the vote of the Senate were placed 
at seven-tenths of a cent day before yesterday. 


I wanted to 


The committee struck | 


| way bars are punched. If they were brought in without punching t}), 


ject for higher taxation until the Tariff Commission did, and the pro 
posed to tax them much higher than the other, and as an excuse £; 
placed in the provision ‘‘steel flat rails punched.”’ 


I suppose all rai] 
would not be at this rate, but if you had them punched ready to Ye 
down, then they pay 1.2 cents a pound. All sizes of rails are taxed 4; 
the same under the present law, but this classification was mad; ind 
the word “punched”? inserted soasto induce bringing in impertect »\| 
to be taken to the rolling-mills here, whereas if a bar came in {it ; 
use it is to be charged 1.2 cents a pound, or three-tenths of a cent »), 
than if it came in-imperfect. 

Mr. MAXEY. Allow me to suggest that everybody knows that thoy, 
is a constantly increasing demand for rails which this classificatioy, w jj) 
cover for narrow-gauge railroads and for street railways. 

Mr. BECK. The Senator from Texas will find that it is only in tj); 

class of goods, where there is a great demand, that the committee: }y. 
raised the duties so as to increase their subsidy. If there was y\; 
great demand for an article, and it was a little insignificant thins 
they took pleasure in lowering the duty and allowing people to yg 
cheaper, especially things that people do not want. Their scheme. .)) 
through this schedule, seems to have been to catch everything that 
everybody did want and that was in great demand, as I will show yoy 
as we go on to steel rods and other things that are changed in ¢}) 
classification. They do not increase the duty where only 1) per cont 
of the importations are touched, but when they find a classiticatioy 
where 19 per cent. comes in there is a change. It is reduced on ot} 
things where hardly any are imported, but when they reach the os: 
where the importations are 50 or 60 per cent., they increase the dit 
from 59 to 81 per cent. on just what the people do want. 
Upon the whole I regard it as the most cunningly devised sc} 
that mortal man eversaw. Each important change as we go thir 
the bill will develop that fact. I hope the amendments I have s 
gested will be adopted, or something that does not vary much | 
them, as I believe they are substantially right. 

Mr. MORRILL. Mr. President, the Senator from Kentucky 
forward and back on this bill so rapidly that it is almost impossi!)! 
follow him. In discussing the amendment that he proposes |: 
round and flat iron he has discussed sugar, cotton, and railroad 
No wonder that the Senator wants not to be limited to five or ten 
| utes, or even ten hours, as he stated. Under such ¢ircumstan: 
course it is hardly possible for the Senator to get in what he des 
| relation to any proposition that may come up here, if we are to «i. 
| the whole bill upon every amendment that he may desire to propo: 

Now, Mr. President, what are the simple facts in relation to t! 
scription of iron named in this item? The Senator heretofore has 
nounced the present existing tariff, and I am rather surprised to | 
him come forward this morning and praise the existing law in ): 
ence to the proposed law of the commission and of the Finance | 
mittee. The only thing that has been changed in this descriptio 
that it is more strictly confined to the differences in value of article- 
they are small or large; it is a more accurate description of tl: 
whether in smaller or larger dimensions. 

I should be unwilling to consent to the amendment proposed |) 
Senator in the forepart of this schedule; but if he will turn his at: 
tion to the connection on the next page, the twenty-ninth page, I should 
have no objection to his placing that at 1.1 cents a pound, and when 
| gets down to articles like round iron in coils, instead of 1) cents | | 
| no objection to his placing that at 1.1. But it will be seen that 
| proposition as it stands is a large reduction from the present law on 
these descriptions of iron. The duty now levied upon them is fi 
1 to 1} cents per pound. Therefore the proposition made by the Ts 
Commission and by the Finance Committee is a general reduction uj 
all of these descriptions of iron. 

I hope, therefore, that the amendment proposed by the Senator 11) 
Kentucky will not prevail. As I say, when we reach the vote on ¢! 
paragraph if he will propose a reduction of one-tenth of a cent per porn! 
I shall have no objection. 

Mr. BECK. I protest that the Senator has not answered the fact | 
have stated; and I protest that, except in the way of illustration, 1 hu 
adhered as strictly to my objection to the present provision as gen'!: 
men are in the habit of doing who are no better intormed as to techni 
details thanI am. If I was an expert I could state the proposition 101 
clearly and better. I am not an expert; I have to work a thing out 1): 
best way I can and explain it as best I know how. That I have dow 
and done no more. 

I will only say to the Senator from Vermont that, so far trom prm- 
ing the present tariff law, I have denounced it as a bill of abomination 
| over and over again, as it is; but there are degrees in depravity and de 
_ grees in meanness, and it is not so depraved and so vile as the propo= 
| tion now before us. That is all I have ever said for it. 
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The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The question is on the amendment 
of the Senator from Kentucky (Mr. Beck]. 

Mr. MORRILL. Let it be reported. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The amendment will be read. 

The ACTING SECRETARY. In line 532, after the word ‘‘thick,”’ it 
is moved to strike out ‘* nine-tenths of 1 cent per pound; comprising,” 
and insert the word ‘‘and;’’ in line 535, after ‘‘square,’’ to insert 
“seven-tenths of,’’ and in line 539, after the word ‘*square,’’ to strike 
out ‘‘and two-tenths’’ and insert ‘‘ecight-tenths of’’ betore ‘‘cent;"’ so 





as to read: 

Rar-iron, rolled or hammered, comprising flats not less than | inch wide, nor 
less than three-eighths of 1 inch thick, and round iron not lessthan three-fourths 
of Linch in diameter, and square iron not less than three-fourths of Linch square 
<even-tenths of l cent per pound; comprising flats less than Linch wide, or less 
than three-eighths of 1 inch thick ; round iron less than three-fourths of 1 inch, 


and not less than seven-sixteenths of L inch in diameter, and square iron less than 


three-fourths of 1 inch square, eight-tenths of | cent per pound. 

Mr. BECK. Themeaningof that simply is to make the square bar-iron 
one classification and to reduce the rate two-tenths of 1 cent a pound; 
and in the other case, as we have already reduced upon the seven-six- 
teenths and three-sixteenths, to make that rate eight-tenths of a cent, so 
that there shall be a reduction. 

Mr. MORRILL. ‘The proposed amendment of the Senator from Ken- 
tucky will be utterly destructive of the iron interests in this country. 
They are now very much depressed. Both here and abroad iron is sell- 


ing at a very low price. The average ad valorem now on the foreign 
price would be entirely fallacious. 

Mr. BUTLER. I ask for the veas and nays on the amendment of th 
Senator from Kentucky. 

The yeas and nays were ordered, and the Principal Li lative Clerk 
proceeded to call the roll. 

Mr. DAVIS, of West Virginia (when his name was called I am 
paired with the Senator from Minnesota [ Mr. Winbom ] 

Mr. JONAS (when his name was called). On this schedule I am 
paired with the Senator from New Jersey [Mr. McPHERSON]. If he 


were present, I should vote ** yea.”’ 

Mr. ROLLINS (when Mr. SAUNDERs’s name was called 
ator from Nebraska [Mr. SAUNDERS] is paired with the Senatoi 
Kentucky [Mr. WILLIAMs]. 

Mr. VEST (when his name was called). I am paired on this sel 
ule with the Senator from New Jersey [Mr. SEWELL]. If he wer 
present, I should vote ‘‘yea.’’ I make the announcement for the day. 

The roll-eall was concluded. 

Mr. ROLLINS. The Senator from Delaware [Mr. SAULSBURY] i 
paired with the Senator from Michigan [Mr. Ferry }. 

Mr. BUTLER (after having voted in the affirmative). Since I have 
given my vote I have been requested to pair with the Senator trom 
Minnesota [Mr. MCMILLAN], who is temporarily out of the Chamber. 
I therefore withdraw my vote. 

Mr. WILLIAMS (when his name was called). On this question Lam 
paired with the Senator from Nebraska [Mr. SAUNDERS]. If he were 
here, I should vote ‘‘yea.”’ 


Che Sen- 
ty 


om 


d- 


The roll-call having been concluded, the result was announced—yeas 

25, nays 33; as follows: 
YEAS—25. 
Barrow, Garland, Jackson, Ransom 
Bayard, George, Johnston, Slater 
Beck, Gorman, Jones of Florida, Vance, 
Call, Groome, Lamar, Walker 
Camden, Grover, Maxey, 
Cockrell, Hampton, Morgan, 
Coke, larris, Pugh, 
NAYS—33. 
Aldrich, Davis of I1., Kellogg, Platt, 
Allison, Dawes, Lapham, Plumb, 
Anthony, Edmunds Logan, Rollins, 
Blair, Frye, MecDill, Sawyer, 
Brown, Hale, Mahone, Sherman, 
Cameron of Pa., Harrison, Miller of Cal., Voorhees, 
Cameron of Wis., Hawley, Miller of N. Y., 
Chilcott, Hill, Mitchell, 
Conger, Hoar, Morrill, 
ABSENT—I8. 

Butler, Ingalls, Pendleton, Vest, 
Davis of W. Va., Jonas, Saulsbury, Williams, 
Fair, Jones of Nevada, Saunders, Windom. 
Farley, MeMillan, Sewell, 
Ferry, McPherson, Van Wytk, 

So the amendment was rejected. 

Mr. MORRILL. I now move, in line 540, to insert ‘one-tenth’ in- | 
stead of ‘‘two-tenths;’’ so as to read ‘‘ one cent and one-tenth."’ Ido 


this in accordance with the intimation I gaveto the Senator trom Ken- 
tueky of my willingness to have the last item of this clause reduced 
one-tenth of acent per pound; and [ also give notice that when we reach 
line 553, instead of a cent and a half I shail move to have that put at 
a cent and one-tenth of a cent. 

Mr. BROWN. I desire to move. in line 529, to strike 
tenths of 1 cent per pound ’’—— 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. 
and the Senate is upon the next px 


out “ eight- 


Tha 
agraph, beginning at line 


was amended night before last: 


ASO 


CONGRESSIONAL RECORD—SEN ATE. 


a 


rate pel pound there tixed 
The PRESIDENT pro te p Phat clause was changed trom ¢ 
tenths to seven-tenths of acenta pound 
Mr. BROWN Chen that paragraph has been passed, and Il was not 
aware of it My motion now is, in lines 531 and 532, to strike « 
**nine-tenths of 1 nt pel po nd und insert ‘SIS per ton . Nine 
tenths of a cent a pound would be S20.16 ton I move to make 
S18 a ton. 
Mr. BECK. Why not make it eig { icent a pound 
Mr. BROWN L would ut e duty he ton hen in 
line 535 I move to strike out 1« it } ] { vl ert "SO per 
ton.’ One cent a pound would | 0) a | in lines 530 
and 540 I move to strike out ** 1.2 } | ‘ 39 
per ton;’ and in line 549 
The PRESIDENT pro po | ~ 
tor pleases. The question now t 0 to ) 
Mr. BROWN Then I will stop 
Mr. VANCE. What is the pendi I 
Phe PRESIDENT pre tempore Phe] 
ment of the Senator trom Vermon Mir. Me 
the text Hemovestostrike out \\ 
in line 540 (iter that mendn ‘ 
will all he t ‘ ( 
. 
Mr. BROWN i et nend hb 
ot 1 cent and ths of 1 t per] | 
The PRESID | Che ¢ 
1 the wine ‘ ‘ t 
ng the cla ) \ it 
per pound” ; In | 
Mr. ALDRICI | Im t ‘ i ( 
cause an endtes a ( | 
the custom-houses of 1 coun hye ‘ ed by th 
as the rates fixe ! y existing i ‘ 1 i | 1» 
Che clause now under considera 
imported into this country it wall gq 
should be fixed at sor e per} | ' 
customs oflicers it of ever ‘ e ] 
\ rate of so many dolia ton, as to 0 | 
a fraction of a cent per pound which 
pate. Not only that, t bill has been ve 
its classifications and t] ehitive rate I ‘ 
of iron, Whateve em i\ moll 1 i 
high or too low, every p n who ha nined rietial 
will admit that it has bee ery carefully conside 1 t 
ative rates to be paid upon ous kinds of iron, and it 
clause, in order to make th bill isten t will | 
change every line in the 1 | schedule from so much p mound 
now fixed in the present lay din the proj ) t | t 
according to the plan of the S 1 Cie 
| hope the amendment will not be ad } ted 
Mr. BROWN Mr. President, I desire to say but ‘ rt ore 
on this amendment Ido not see where an infinite amount of tro 
could arise in the custom-house in assessing the tariff or tax on importe 
iron. I believe it is very well known by all persons that 2 0 po dl 
is a ton: and in weighing out a large quantity of iron it is usually « 
mated by the ton Railroad bars are bought by the ton: most ha 
is bought by the ton 
Mr. ALDRICH. his clause does not apply to railway b 
Mr. BROWN I know it does not apply to railroad bars, | I 
railway bar-iron and other bar-iron is usually bought by the t Phe 
Is certainly nothing easier than to weigh it by the ton and i 
hy the ton. 
The Senator trom Rhode Island says the schedule lias b 
fully classified as it is. I have no doubt about that it Ido not quite 
agice with it. It has been carefully done, it is true, ably done, and 
well done it may be; but as compared with other qualities of iron that 
we have passed over, it has not been justly estimate 
| It I recollect correctly, the Senator from Rhode Isla ted the other 
day. in the case of scTap-1ron, to put I] crap on ot every character 
down to 36 a ton, and to put a piece ot polished steel that comes in that 
is not more than 2 feet Jong and 16 inches thick, and the best polished 
iron that you can get not more than I~ incl lon the sume posi- 
tion and at the same tariff that you put pieces of old broken pots—and 
I want the Reporter to say “pots this time; he has me saving ‘‘bars”’ 
hetore, I believe I mean that when you run the iron out of the furnace 
in its first Stage if Is isually in into a bed of sand that minke pig 
of. Instead of doing that, 1f you want to make a pot of it vou take the 
molten iron in its liquid state and pour it into a vessel, and it runs out 
into a pot. There is no purification of it at all If you break up old 
pots and other old vessels made of cast-iron, that is cast scrap Phe 
Senator voted, I believe, to put that on an equality with all steel serap 
coming in and all wrought serap, when the price of one in the market 
is two or three t sas great as thatof the other. That no doubt had 
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Mr. MORRILL. The 
mendment in the Senate 


Mr. BROWN. My 


Senator will have the chance to move that 


~- = oil . = ; . 
amendment would be $16 a ton instead of the 
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been very carefully considered before, but I do not think that the con- 


clusion arrived at was a just one. Therefore I can not support it. 


Now, I want to come as near as possible toequalizing the other grades | 


of iron on the basis of all iron pigs at the ore-bed. There was an un- 
reasonable tariff put upon the import of ore. Then you take pig-iron, 
which is the first stage of it, and you put an unreasonably low rate on 
that, and it is going togreatly cripple the interest. Then you raise at 
once on the manufactured grades of finer iron and finer steel. I want 
to keep the proportions on something like a just ratio. 

As I stated the other day, the greatest expense in making iron is to 
vet the ore and the coal and coke and limestone and all that is neces- 
sury together. It is a very heavy expense. You have to work at one 
large furnace in getting all these materials through a hundred hands. 
Then, ina rolling-mill one-third of that number of hands will continue 
to roll it through the rollers and increase the value of it at nothing like 
the cost that is to be used per ton in making the pig metal. In other 
words, in the most costly stages, where the most labor isemployed, you 
put the lowest tariff, and on the finer stages you put the higher tariff. 


Mr. ALLISON. Lask the Senator for information, what is the prob- 
able cost of rolling iron from the pig into the form of bar-iron designated 
in this particular schedule. 

Mir. BROWN. Lam not prepared to give the exact cost. I could 


not make an estimate that would probably be correct; but I will say 
that one-third of the hands will do that that are necessary in making 
pig-iron. It isdone much more rapidly and much more cheaply. There- 
tore, as it goes up in grade, there ought to be a reduction instead of an 
increase in the amount of the tarifl 

Mr. CAMERON, of Pennsylvania 
Senator from Jowa 

Mr. BROWN. The Senator trom Pennsylvania says he has the tig- 
ures before him to answer the Senator from Lowa, 

Mr. CAMERON, of Pennsylvania. Wrought scrap-iron can be con- 
verted into the best bar for $3 a ton, while the cost of converting a ton 
of pig-iron is $18 a ton, a difference of $10. 

Mr. ALLISON. Then, if I understand that statement, it costs S18 
a ton to convert pig-iron into this form of iron. 

Mr. CAMERON, of Pennsylvania, In this country—the home value. 


I can answer the question of the 


Mr. ALLISON. It would probably cost abroad half that much? 
Mr. SHERMAN. In the proportion of about five to eight, I think. 
Mr. BROWN. According to the figures stated by the Senator from 


Pennsylvania the cost is about $18 a ton in Pennsylvania to make the 
pig-iron, and then about $8 a ton to roll it through the mill as often as 
is necessary to make that ton aton of fine iron or refined iron. 

Mr. ALLISON. I am led to make these inquiries of the Senator 
from Georgia from the fact that I see the ad valorem, as found in our 
table, on this grade of iron is not nearly as high as it is upon a good 
many articles of manufacture, and I supposed, of course, he was famil- 
iar with the reasons which justified the reduction which he proposes. 
If there is now an inconsistency between the duty on this class of iron 
and on pig-iron as we have fixed it, I should think the proposition of 
the Senator from Georgia ought to be acquieseed in. I am not familiar 
enough with the process of manufacturing iron to know whether there 
is a sufficient protection under the general theory of this bill on this 
class of iron, 

Mr. BROWN. [have no doubt the protection is greater on these 
liner qualities of iron at the rate I propose toput it than the protection 
given pig-iron; it is greater in proportion. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The question is on the amendment 
of the Senator from Georgia [Mr. Brown]. 

Mr. MORRILL. I trust the amendment will not be adopted. The 
difference between this kind of iron and pig-iron is very small; it is only 
about between 3 and 4 mills a pound. Besides, it would disturb the 
symmetry of the bill to change the methods of imposing these duties. 

In relation to scrap-iron and pig-iron I wish to say to the Senator from 
Georgia that that description was reserved yesterday for the further con- 
sideration of the Committee on Finance, and | trust in due time we 
may report something that will be satisfactory. I hope, however, that 
this amendment providing for a still further reduction upon this class 
of iron will not be made. 

Mr. ALDRICH. The report of the Bureau of Statistics shows that 
the average price of all bar-iron of the nature alluded to by the Sena- 
tor from Georgia was $79.40 last year, or about $80 a ton. 
to fix the rate of duty at $20a ton, or almost exactly 25 per cent. The 
same rate on pig-iron, which the Senator talks so much about, would 
reduce the duty on pig-iron to $4.50 a ton instead of $6, as fixed by the 
Senate. 

Mr. SHERMAN. The actual foreign valuation of this kind of iron 
cents a pound, or $44 a ton. 


is » 


Mr. ALDRICH. It is 2 cents on the first clause in the paragraph. 

Mr. SHERMAN. The first clause is the item under consideration. 

Mr. ALDRICH. ‘The amendment is to the last clause, which is 34 
cents. 

Mr. 


SHERMAN. The pending amendment is on the first clause. 
Mr. MORRILL. The Senator from Georgia has changed it. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. 
strike out ‘‘nine-tenths of 1 cent per pound "’ and to insert ‘‘$18perton.”’ 
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Mr. ALDRICH. That is a different figure, a different rate. 
| Mr. BROWN. That is the amendment we are now discussing 

Mr. SHERMAN. It is shown here that a very large amount of this 
| kind of iron has been imported into this country —109,000,000 pounds— 
the valuation of which is $2,207,000, or about 2 cents a pound. The 
present duty on this article is 1 cent a pound, or 49 per cent., about 50 
per cent. The bill as reported is a slight reduction upon the present 
rate of duty. 

[ intend to vote for the amendment of the Senator trom Georgia, atte; 
reflection. The Tariff Commission made a basis—and I think a very 
just basis—upon all these different degrees of iron. They commenced 
at three-tenths of a cent a pound on pig-iron. They multiplied that 
according to the value and price, increasing the rate as the value of the 
iron increased. It was fair and just and proper. The Senate by a very 
large vote, comprising a majority on this side of the Chamber and the 
entire vote on the other side, has reduced the duty on pig-iron down to 
Séiaton. Ifthe rate of duty per ton is proper and applicable to pig 
iron, which is the great body of iron produced in this country, more 
than half, three-fourths of the iron produced in this country, why is it 
not applicable to all the other forms of the cheaper bar-iron; and jf 
scrap-iron can come in at $6 a ton, why should not the same rate of re 
duction be made upon the other articles which are immediately manu- 
factured out of the pig and the scrap? I can not see any reason why 
this rule should not be applied to the articles of bar-iron and to the arti- 
cle of steel rails, the next item on the list. Then if the item of pig 
iron is corrected hereafter, we may very easily correct without any difii 
culty the changes which have been made in consequence of the reduc 
tion of the duty on pig-iron. 

Mr. ALLISON. Ido not think we should go through this tarif 
schedule on the theory that we are going to make changes all the way 
through it after we have finished one article. 

Mr. SHERMAN. We must make them conform. 

Mr. ALLISON. Thatistrue. The Senator from Rhode Island states 
| that the average price of this iron is $75 per ton. T think a very large 
amount of this class of iron must certainly exceed $75 per ton. The 
kind of bar-iron that we import largely is the Swedish or Norway chat 
coal irons of foreign countries, and they are very high irons. 
used in the manufacture of crucible steel chiefly. 

Mr. SHERMAN. The Senator will see that on these articles the 
rate is much higher. 

Mr. ALLISON. I do not see it. 

Mr. ALDRICH. ‘The Senator from Georgia himself proposes to make 
it $20 a ton, or 25 per cent. 

Mr. SHERMAN. He proposes to make the rate advance asthe value 
of the iron increases. 
Mr. ALDRICH. 

Mr. SHERMAN. Yes, he does. 

Mr. ALLISON. The advance is simply on a different shape. ‘he 
very high-priced Swede-iron comes in here, and must come in for the 
purpose of manufacturing steel. Of course, I am not here to argue 
against a high rate of duty, ifthe Senator from Ohio and other Senators 
think it should be imposed. If the Senator from Georgia, who repre- 
sents a large iron interest, and other Senators, think we have this iron 
too high, I shall very cheerfully vote with him for a reduction, but | 
only want to call attention to the fact, that although some of this class 
of iron is 2 common quality of iron, the very large importation of this 
article of iron is composed of what is known as Norway and Sweden 
iron, having a very high price abroad and in New York. 

Mr. SHERMAN. I am bound to say that the higher priced iron 
comes in under this classification; but the only thing we have to deal 
with now is the cheapest form of bar-iron. Swedes iron costs 2 cents 
a pound, or at most $44 a ton. When we come to Swedes iron, then 
it is proposed to make the duty $22 a ton. 

Mr. ALLISON. Where is Swedes iron provided for in the bill? 

Mr. SHERMAN. It is far over on other pages. 

Mr. ALLISON. If I am mistaken in my suggestion, I withdraw it 
entirely. If this does not include Swedes iron, and Norway iron, and 
the higher qualities of iron, Iam mistaken, and shall cheerfully vote 
with the Senator from Ohio. I withdraw any opposition. 

Mr. MORRILL. TheSenator from Iowa is not mistaken. Take for 
instance the horseshoe shapes, the best iron that can be obtained. This 
description includes that; there is no doubt about itatall. There is no 
exception, and we have no specification that would provide for Swedes 
iron under any different description. If it comes at this size it makes 
no matter where it comes from. 

Mr. SHERMAN. I do not want to interrupt my friend, but I turn 
to the official document we have before us, which shows that 109,000,00) 
pounds have been imported ata valuation of $2,207,000. The next item, 
which is advanced still further, shows 8,000,000 pounds imported at o 
cost of $230,000, or about 2} or 2} cents a pound, and the rate of duty is 
| advanced on that as is proposed here to $22 per ton. 

Mr. MORRILL. But the only distinction is in the size. 

Mr. SHERMAN. 1 know; but that makes the distinction in value 
Mr. MORRILL. No. 

Mr. SHERMAN. The smaller the size the higher the value 

| Mr. ALDRICH. The Senator from Georgia and the Senator from 
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Ohio insisted the other day that they must have at least a ton on 
ig-iron; or about 23 per cent. of the average cost abroad. 
Snose to reduce the duty on bar-iron, on Swedish iron, and all other 
Pes of charcoal iron covered by this schedule to about 25 per cent. 
ad valorem on the higher grade, and to about 38 per cent. on the lower 
grade. 3 . 

* Mr, SHERMAN. No. he medeec 

Mr. ALDRICH. The figures show it. The figures show 33 per cent., 
and you now propose to fix, according to the price, the rate ut 2 cents 
oie Senator from Georgia proposes to fix is $18 per ton, or 33 per 
cent., on that grade, and on the higher grade only 25 percent. If Sen- 
ators, because the Senate have differed with them in opinion about 
what rate should be fixed upon pig-iron 
Mr. SHERMAN. The Senator is mistaken. 

Mr. ALDRICH. Pig-iron is 35 per cent. on the value. 
Mr. SHERMAN. I have the figures here. 
low 30 per cent., by a vote of the Senate, at three-tenths of a cent per 
yound, or$6.72aton. Another iron, valued at $74aton, isnow reduced 
in duty below 30 per cent. Even by the rate proposed by the Senator 
from Georgia the duty on this class of iron will be 43 per cent. 

Mr. ALDRICH. ‘The Senator from Ohio computes his figures to 
include all serap-iron as well as pig-iron. The unit of value on pig-iron 
as fixed by the Bureau of Statistics was $18.77 per ton, as shown last 
If two Senators, representing as they do very largely the iron 





year. 


ufactured iron below the rate which the Senate have fixed upon the low- 
est grades, upon the raw material out of which these irons are made, 
with them rests the responsibility. I say they are doing a great injus- 
tice to the manufacturers in this country of iron other than pig-iron. 
Mr. BROWN. Mr. President, a word in reply to the Senator from 
Rhode Island. The statistics read by the Senator from Pennsylvania 
a while ago show that it costs $8 a ton to manufacture the best refined 
iron out of wrought scrap, and it costs $18 a ton according to those sta- 
tistics to manufacture pig into the best quality of wrought-iron. The 
pig in Pennsylvania costs to make it about $18 a ton as I understand, 
and then it costs about $18 a ton to cofivert that pig into the finest 
quality of bar-iron, according to the statistics read by the Senator from 
Pennsylvania. That would make it cost $36 a ton, and I am propos- 
ing to make the duty on it $18 a ton. There are some fractions there. 
It would be forty-odd per cent. at least I am proposing to allow upon 
it foractual cost; and that iscertainly more than is allowed on pig-iron. 

Mr. ALDRICH. According to the statement just made by the Sen- 
ator from Georgia, bar-iron costs $8 a ton less in this country than it 
does in England. If that is a fact, it is a fact which I learn to-day for 
the first time. 


Mr. BROWN. I think the Senator is clearly mistaken. 

Mr. ALDRICH. ‘The average cost abroad, as shown by the Senator 
from Ohio himself, is 2 cents a pound, or $44.80 a ton. 
Senator from Georgia says it can be made in this country for $36 a ton. 
If that is true, we have fixed the duty on iron too high all the way 
through, and we should reduce the schedule. 

Mr. BROWN. That is in accordance with the figures presented by 
the Senator from Pennsylvania. 
sarefully into them, but they are not very far right. We are putting 
certainly forty-odd per cent. ad valorem on this quality of iron. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The question is on the amendment 
of the Senator from Georgia [Mr. Brown], which is, in line 532, to 


ton.”’ 
Mr. MORRILL. IL ask for the yeas and nays. 
The yeas and nays were ordered; and the Principal Legislative Clerk 
proceeded to call the roll. 
Mr. DAVIS, of West Virginia (when his name was called). 
paired with the Senator from Minnesota [Mr. WINDoM]. 
Mr. DAWES (when Mr. Hoar’s name was called). My colleague 
{Mr. HOAR] is paired for the moment with the Senator frofa North 
ae (Mr. RANsoM]. My colleague would vote ‘‘nay’’ if he were 
rere. 
Mr. MAXEY (when Mr. GARLAND’s name was called). I was re- 
quested to announce the pair of the Senator from Arkansas [Mr. GAR- 
LAND] with the Senator from Vermont [Mr. EpMUNDsj. The Sena- 
tor from Arkansas would vote ‘‘yea’’ if present. 
Mr. JONAS (when his name was called). I am paired with the Sen- 
ator from New Jersey [Mr. MCPuERson]. 
Mr. VEST (when his name was called). 
ator from New Jersey [Mr. SEWELL]. 
_ Mr. WILLIAMS (when his name was called). 
Senator from Nebraska [Mr. SAUNDERS]. 
The roll-call was concluded. 
Mr. SAULSBURY (after having voted in the affirmative) 
to withdraw my vote. 
erga from Michigan [Mr. Ferry]. 
ote. 
Mr. EDMUNDS. 
GARLAND]. 


I 


am 


I am paired with the Sen- 


[am paired with the 


I desire 
Ido not know how he would 


I am paired with the Senator from Arkansas [ Mr. 
If he were present, I should vote ‘‘nay.”’ 


Now they | 


| 
| 
| 


nd. The price would be 2 cents a pound, you admit that, and the | 


We have reduced it be- | 
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The result was announced—yeas 30, nays 27; as follows 


YEAS—30 


Barrow, Coke Jackson Sherman 
Bayard Farley Johnston Mater, 
Beck, George Jones of Florida, Vance, 
Brown Gormar Lamar, Van Wyck 
Butler, Groome, Maxey Voorhees, 
Call, Grover Morgan Walker 
Camden Hampton Pendleton 
Cockrel! Harris Pugh 
NAYS—27 
Aldrich, Conger Hill Mitchell 
Allison, Davis of I Lapham Morrill, 
Anthony Dawes Logan Platt, 
Blair, Frye, MeDill Plumb 
Cameron of Pa Hale, MeMillan Rollins 
Cameron of Wis. Harrison Miller of Cal Sawyer 
Chilcott, Hawley Miller of N.\ 
ABSENT—19 
Davis of W. Va Hloar MePherso sew 
Edmunds, Ingalls Mahone Vest, 
Fair, Jonas, Ransom Williams 
Ferry, Jones of Nevada Saulsburs Windom 
| Garland Kellogg, Saunders 
So the amendment was agreed to 
The PRESIDENT pro tempore Phe next question is on the further 


interests of this country, propose to reduce the duty on all kinds of man- | 


Now, the | 


> 
OO 


amendment of the Senator from Georgia [Mr. Brown ] in line £ 
Mr. BROWN. In line 535 I move to strike out ** 1 cent per pound,’”’ 
which would be $22.40 per ton, and insert ‘ } 


Seo per ton 
ing it as near the same proportion as I can 


im keep 





The PRESIDENT pro lempe The amendment eported 
The PRINCIPAL LEGISLATIVE CLERK. In line 535 it is proposed to 
strike out “* 1 cent per pound’? and to insert ‘$20 per ton Oo as to 
read: 
Comprising round iron not less than three-fourths of Linch in d und 
} Square iron not less than three-fourths of | inch square, $20 per to 
Mr. ALLISON. I think that ought to be agreed to, having rreed 
to the other amendment 
Mr. ALDRICH. I notice that the amendment which has just been 
| adopted has been adopted by the votes of Senators who are supposed to 
| be the special representatives of the iron interests upon this floor. I 
| should like to ask the Senator from Ohio and the Senator from Georgia 
whether they think the rate which has just been fixed upon this class 
of iron is sufficient protection for the manufacturers of is lt they 
think so, the people whom I represent, the people ot W England, are 
| certainly in favor of cheap iron, and I propose to e hereatter, upon 
that statement made by those Senators, in fiivor of an vhich 
they may sec fit to ask for 
Mr. SHERMAN. I willanswer the Senator from Rhode Island very 
frankly. I think that day belore yesterday the Senate did a great in 
| justice to 140,000 laboring men in twenty-five different States in cutting 
| wood, digging iron ore, and bringing it to the furnace to be melted 
into pig, merely for the purpose of getting cheap iron, the cheapest 


I have not had an opportunity to look | 


strike out “‘nine-tenths of 1 cent per pound”? and to insert ‘$18 per | 


I forgot at the time that I was paired with the | 


wssible iron, from Europe at a little cheaper rate than that at which the 
J = " I ! : 
| people of the West could manufacture pig-iron. Tron which in the mar 
| kets of the world is worth $20 a ton, most of it clippings from old rail 


road bars, iron of various forms, they reduced to the small rate of $6 a 


| ton, and that they might get cheap material to drive out of existence 
| the furnaces scattered all along the Alleghany slope 
| That having been done by both sides of the Senate after a fair state 


| ment of the case, with a statement also made by these very men that 
to do that would turn out of blast more than half the furnaces in this 
country, I assumed that the Senate of the United States had made up 
its mind to reduce the duties on iron. It is against my idea of whatis 
the best policy. The chief production of the people in Ohio who are 
engaged in this business is pig-iron or the ruder forms of iron, although 
there are rolling-mills there, and I say now that if $6 a ton is enough 
for that form of iron, $18 a ton is ample for rolled bar-iron.  Lolled 
bar-iron costs in this country, according to the statement of the Sena 
tor from Pennsylvania, only $18 more than pig; in other words, it costs 
to melt the pigand roll it into bar $18 aton. Upon the proposition of 
the Senator from Georgia we are to give a protection of $12 a ton upon 


the process of converting pig-iron into bar-iron. ‘The pig costs more 
than $18 a ton and $6 is held to be enough to protect the labor of the 


people engaged in mannfacturing pig, but it seems that $12 is not enough 
to protect the labor of the people who are converting this pig into bar. 

There is the statement of the cas Although I belie that the 
Tariff Commission was right in all these grades, yet I believe in justice 
and equality. I do not believe that in seeking to get from Europe the 
cheapest forms of iron and to bring the best kind of iron here to cut up 
into nuggets at $6 a ton in order to get the benefit of cheap rails in the 
| East, they should turn their back upon the doctrine of protection, 
| which extends as well to the furnace as to the rolling-mill. I wish to 
| apply the same rule to both 

I say that the pr th is right, and 
I will vote for these three or four amendments to apply the rule of a 
tax by the ton upon bar-iron, and also upon the next two items of rolled 
| iron, upon the same principle. If the Senate will not tax the pig three 

tenths of 1 cent per pound. in order to protect the manufacturers of pig, 


oposition of Senator from Georgia 
I g 


+1 











1608 


CONGRESSIONAL RECORD—SENATE. 


JANUARY 2G. 





why should they ask us te protect the bar-iron at eight-tenths of 1 cent 
a pound? If $6 a ton is a just rate for pig, then $18 a ton is a just rate 
for bar, and so with the other forms of iron made out of the pig. No 
reason could be plainer than that 

Mr. BROWN. The Senator from Rhode Island [Mr. ALDRICH] pro- 
pounded the question to the Senator from Ohio and to myself. The 
Senator from Ohio has answered it so clearly and so conclusively that I 
do not care to add anything. 


naces west of the Alleghanies and in the whole South, then $18 a ton is 
enough protection for the rolling-mills of the Eastern States. It 
more than is just. The cost of making pig is at least half the cost of 
making bar As I have already stated, a much larger number of per- 
sons are employed in making pig, and it is half the cost of ordinary bar. 
Still it is proposed to put three times as much tariff upon it as we put 
upon pig-iron, and yet it is said that the rate is too low. 

Mr. ALLISON. May I ask the Senator from Georgia a question be- 
fore he sits down? 

Mr. BROWN. Certainly. 

Mr. ALLISON,  Lask him what is the cost of the manuiacture of or- 
dinary pig-iron in Georgia at the furnaces? 

Mr. BROWN. The present cost is about $14 to $15. That is the 
coke iron. I think it is claimed that the charcoal iron costs about $12, 

Mr. ALLISON. Iron made trom charcoal ? 

Mr. BROWN 
other is made of coke burnt The charcoal iron is worth $2 
or $3 a ton more in market than the coke iron is. 

Mr. ALLISON. May Lask the Senator what the price of that pig- 
iron isin the market, at Cincinnati, Louisville, &c. ? 

Mr. BROWN. I have not the figures before me. I could not give 
the price exactly now. I am giving about the price of it at the fur- 


1s 


from coal. 


nace That is the cost of it there. 
Mr. ALLISON. Ido not want to go into the question of pig-iron | 
again. We passed uponthat question, as I supposed, very thoroughly. 


In the first place, 
Committee, 


it was well and carefully considered in the Finance 


the Senate adopted the report of the committee. So faras the pro- 
ducers in Georgia and Ohio and all the region west of the Alleghanies 


are concerned, this reduction of 72 cents per ton on pig-iron as com- | 


pared with the commission’s report is a mere feather. 

Mr. SHERMAN. It is more than twice the annual net profit of the 
business in which the producers are engaged. 

Mr. ALLISON, Then it only shows that these furnaces are 
established at the right places, in Ohio. 

The tacts are that this Lake Superior iron is almost entirely used up 
in the State of Ohio and the State of Pennsylvania. The raw ore is 
sent from the Lake Superior region to Cleveland, it is sent to Wells- 
ville, it is sent to all the interior of Ohio, and it is sent also to Pitts- 
burgh, bearing the railway rate of transportation from Cleveland to 
Pittsburgh. IL will say to the Senator from Ohio that if the reduction 
of 72 cents per ton is a reduction alone that grows out of the blast- 
furnaces in Wellsville and other places in the interior of Ohio, the way 
to do is to reduce the cost of transportation upon the railroads between 
Cleveland and the points where this iron is smelted. 

Mr. BROWN. — Lask the honorable Senator from Towa what he would 
have it put at per ton, at what cost on the railroad? What would he 
Say is a fair rate per ton? 

Mr. ALLISON. LT shall not go into the dialectics of railroad trans- 
portation, 

Mr. BROWN \s the Senator claims there ought to be a reduction, 
he ought to know what it is now and what would be a fair rate. 

Mr. ALLISON. Ido not know what it is now and I do not know 
what it ought to be. Jam merely making this statement in response 
to what the Senator from Ohio says, that we have done a great injus- 
tice to the laboring men by lowering the duty 72 cents per ton, when 
we did it upon deliberation in committee, and I will net say what oc- 
curred in committee. 

So far as the Senator from Georgia is concerned, he represents a great 
interior region. The pig-iron of his region does not come into compe- 
tition with the pig-iron produced in Pennsylvania and elsewhere, unless 
itis used for the purpose of mixing irons in order to make a good quality 
of iron. The real trouble about the production of pig-iron is that the 
ores must go to the cheapest place for reduction, and that place is Pitts- 
burgh, as we all know. Why is it that the iron ore of Lake Superior 
comes all the way to Pittsburgh? 

Mr. MORGAN, TIT suggest to the Senator from Iowa that pig-iron is 
made cheaper in Alabama than it is in Pennsylvania. 

Mr. ALLISON. That may be if you have coke coal in Alabama. I 
did not know until the Senator from Georgia stated the fact that cok- 
ing coal is found there and used in the manufacture of pig-iron. 

Mr. MORGAN. If the Senator will allow me, we have got coking 
coal of the finest quality in Alabama within a range of from three to 
nine miles from the beds of ore, and limestone between the two. 

Mr. BROWN. In that connection I will state further that we have 
coking coal in Georgia, and that some of the Saint Louis furnaces that 
have used it say it is equal to the finest Connellsville coal. 


not 


As he states, and states it well, if $6 is | 
enough protection for all the furnaces in Pennsylvania and all the fur- | 


One is made from charcoal, burnt from it, and the | 


and that committee reported $6 per ton on pig-iron, and | 



















Mr. ALLISON. Iam glad to hear that. If that be true, they y. 
iron can be produced in Georgia as cheaply as it can anywhere else 
I have understood, the reason why the Lake Superior ores go to t},, 
terior of Ohio and to Pittsburgh is that they have the best coke tho, 
that there is inthe United States. These iron ores are taken from) |), 
Superior to Pittsburgh, why? Because it is cheaper to transport ‘th 
| iron ore to Pittsburgh than it is to transport the coke to where t}y: 


\s 


it 


> > =e ITOn 
ore is, and the coke of Pittsburgh, as I understand, makes very yy..)) 


as good an iron as charcoal does. So it is that the ores from thy 
Mountain, near Saint Louis, go to Pittsburgh to-day. They go hy 
during the summer and they go by rail during the winter. 

These are difficulties in the way of the manufacture of pie 
Where these conditions exist, and a superior iron is necessary. 4s |; 
necessary in the production of Bessemer steel and other forms of <1.) 
that pig-iron does not come in competition with the lower forms ot 
iron that are imported from abroad and are used almost wholly tor 1) 
| purposes on the seaboard. 

I believe that we have reduced the duty on pig-iron as low as y 
could fairly do it; but I mustsubmit to Senators that if weare ever to o 
a reduction in the cost of this article we must begin somewhere. ‘}) 
theory of all tariff, as when we put a tarifl'on wool, is that we mus: 
a compensating duty on woolen materials. We put a tariffupon on 
| then we must raise the duty on pig-iron; and then raise the duty « 
forms of iron, the duty on steel and soon. If we want to prev 
multiplication of these high duties we must put low duties upon 
| material. That is the reason why I voted against the amendm 
the Senator from Georgia when he proposed a duty of'a dollar a ton 
| iron ore; and I voted for a duty of $6 per ton on pig-iron, not that | 
| pected to turn out all the blast-furnaces in the United States, not | 
expected to put out of employment 140,000 people, but becaus: 
lieved that upon that scale of duty we should fairly and justly , 
American labor in the production of pig-iron in this country 
Senators say that having put the duty on pig-ironat $6 per ton wi 
| the other rates too high, I shall cheerfully vote with them for a red 
tion. 
| Mr. BROWN. I will state to the Senator from Iowa that th 
why we make iron cheaper in Georgia and Alabama than it is 1 
| Ohio and some other places is that we have the iron, the coal, tly 
the limestone, and everything that we use in juxtaposition. Thy 
very often found on the same piece of property. In the West you | 
to haul the ore from Lake Superior, on the lakeshore, and you | 
get coke out of the mountains of Pennsylvania, and bring them toy 
and you have a very heavy cost of transportation. Where we « 
down and have them all together, we can make iron ore one, tw 
three dollars a ton lower. But that is no reason why we should | 
have the advantages that our location gives us in the markets o! 
world. If you have a place where iron can be made cheaper, tl. 
no reason why you should put down the tariff wpon our product 
and pué it up on somebody else’s productions. 

The Senator says that this bill was very carefully considered 
committee. Soitwas; but, as I said before, I do not think it wa 
adjustment of this question. The duty placed upon pig-iron is go 
to cripple the manufacture very materially, as at present the pric 
low and the margin very close; but if the pig-iron men can live at that 
many will not—then the bar-iron men can live on even less than | 
proposing to give them. 

Mr. MORRILL. Mr. President, a single word in relation to | 
matter. TI find the Senator from Ohio and the Senator from Georg 
very much aggrieved in consequence of the action of the Senate upon 
pig-iron. The Senator from Georgia states that pig-iron can be mad 
in Georgia for $14 a ton. 

Mr. BROWN. Fourteen dollars to $15 was my statement. 

Mr. MORRILL. For $14, I understood the Senator to say. 

Mr. BROWN. About$l4or $15 from coke, and about $18 trom ch. 
coal. I hope the Senator will not misstate me. 


bettt 


Mr. MQRRILL. The Senator said $14 a ton, as I recollect. 
Mr. BROWN. No; I did not. Iwas very careful in my statement 
Mr. MORRILL. Six dollars a ton would be 43 per cent. upon th: 


home valuation. Really it seems to me that that ought not to be con 
sidered a low duty. At the same time, having no other purpose or fec!- 
ing than to do justice to all parts of our country, if it shall be shown 
when the bill comes into the Senate that $6 is too low a rate for tli 
duty on pig-iron, as I thought it was in committee and voted against |! 
in committee, I may say, I shall be ready to rectify it. But the Sena 
tor from Georgia and the Senator from Ohio come in here and propose 
to strike down other interests that employ a larger number of men. |' 
was stated by the Senator from Ohio that it might strike out of employ 
ment 140,000 men engaged in the manufacture of pig-iron. Then you 
might say, if you strike the duty down upon this higher iron, charcoa! 
iron that is made in the country, you are going to strike down anothe'! 
hundred thousand men perhaps. 

I am not in favor of any such rates. I am not in favor of any such 
policy with the expectation that in the end we shall come back and rev 
tify pig-iron, and then go through the whole schedule again and rectily 
each item by itself in correspondence therewith. If the Senator from 
| Georgia and the Senator from Ohio get these ratesdown throughout the 
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pill, I doubt very much whether they will get any of them raised here- 


-_—* MORGAN. Mr. President, the Senator trom Rhode Island [ Mr. 
\_Lpricu ] remarked that the iron interests of this country were in charge 
of the Senator from Ohio and the Senator from Georgia chiefly. I do 
not know how that happens. My colleague and myself represent a much 
jarger iron interest n this country than either of those Senators. 

Mr. ALDRICH. Prospectively. 

Mr. MORGAN. No, sir; we represent 2 larger iron-producing in- 
terest now than the Senator from Georgia does, so far as my intorma- 
tion goes. 

Mr. BROWN. It is true. 

Mr. MORGAN. We represent a very much larger prospective in 

terest in iron than Ohio and Georgia put together, according to my 
conception of it. I do not know that my voice here would be consic- 
ered as at all potent as a representative of the wishes of any of the 
iron-owners in my State; and yet they look to me and to my colleague 
with perfect confidence that we will take care of all their interests 
justly and, to the extent of our ability, wisely. 

” 1 donot know why it is that the Senator from Ohio and the Senatoi 
from Georgia are supposed to be more interested in this question than 
any and every body else. The Senator from Georgia informed us very 
candidly when the schedule was first taken up that he was interested 
x rsonally in iron and: works of production of iron, but T have no idea 
that any vote which he will give here will be in the slightest degree 
affected by that consideration, except that he will be a little more pat 

ticular and a little more careful in the consideration of those measures 
which might go to the protection of some industry that he is person 

ally concerned in. I do not know whether the Senator from Ohio has 
interests of that kind or not. 

Mr. SHERMAN. None whatever. 


Mr. MORGAN, I supposed not. 
Mr. BROWN. If the Senator from Alabama will pardon me, let me 


ask him if there is a Senator on this floor who is not interested in some 
thing affected by the tariff bill? 

Mr. MORGAN. Clearly so. I amslightly interested in the duty on 
sugar. I think that is as far as I am interested. 

Mr. COCKRELL. I for one am not interested in any arti: 
whole tariff. 

Mr. BROWN. 
ing utensils? 
Mr. COCKRELL. As a consumer, but not as a producer, I mean 
Mr. MORGAN. I have no doubt that the interests of the tariff pro 
tectionists on iron are somewhat clogged by the fact that my friend trom 
Georgia is interested, hecause it makes him more careful and more par- 
ticular in his votes. Having this sort of interest and coming from a 


nN 
tii 


Not in clothes and hats and boots and shoes, or tirm- 


terest to his proposition to make a very slight modification of the tariff 
rates upon iron of the descriptions we are now considering, because | 
think that he is influenced by a just and equitable spirit toward all the 
different industries in the South and elsewhere through the United 
States. He understands this subject thoroughly well, far better, I have 
no doubt, than I do, because he has the advantage of practical experience, 
while mine is only that of an observer, and sometimes a merely casuel 
observer. 

[ regard the tax of $6 a ton upon pig-iron as a bounty given by the 
Government of the United States, so far as it relates to the people of 
Alabama, for putting their capital and their employment in that kind ot 
business in preference to putting it in cotton, sugar, corn, or other dk 
scriptions of agricultural production. We call it protection and we 
call it duty, and all that, but it is simply and truly a bounty paid to 
the people of my State who engage in this description of industry and 
enterprise for putting their money and their capital in it. 

Itis said that they desire also by giving this bounty tothe owners of the 
ore-beds and the manufacturers of iron to diversify labor and to increase 
the wagesof the American laborer. That is a good thing todo, provided 
somebody else does not have to pay for it at unnecessarily high rates. 
I would be very glad, indeed, to accommodate the people of Leadville 
and all through Colorado and Nevada by giving them a bounty on the 
digging out of the valuable ores of gold and silver and lead and copper 
and other metals which they have brought into the currency of this 
country, and with which they have relieved us in times of extreme 
listress; but they have not called for it. What they dig out of the 
ground we coin into metals and money, and it passes current for its 
own value, and they have not asked us for any contribution or bounty 
to them for supplying us in times of necessity with the enormous 
amount of money they have been annually pouring into our Treasury. 
Chey deserve encouragement, and the American laborers who are con- 
cerned are deserving of encouragement also; but they have been get- 
ting such fine wages that I suppose they do not claim it. We have not 
claimed anything in Alabama for the cotton-planter who makes a con- 
tribution of about $300,000,000 a year to the active commerce of this 
country. We claim no allowance of bounty to him. The bounty is 
claimed only in Alabama for those who produce iron. I am persuaded 
that $6 a ton is a high enough bounty for the rest of the people of the 
United States to pay, and I do not want any more. 
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State that largely produces iron, I listened with attention and with in- | 
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I do not want them tostimulate the iron 
they will absorb all the labor of that country We are obliged t 
something to live upon; some grain, and provisions of different kinds 


We are obliged to have cotton; we must have a little sugar and _ si 


interests of Alabama so that 


yhave 








’ 
and fruits and the lik« It you put up the price of labor in the a 
manutacturing districts in my State, so that a man can earn a dollarand 
a halfa day there, when a man can only earn trom 50 to 75 cents on a 
farm, I shall expect the same thing to occur there that has occurred in 
Massachusetts, as [ am intormed by some of their intelligent firmers 
I shall expect to see the farms go to e land depreciate in value, 
and all the interests ol t! 0 t1 Col ntrate ry tive nanutacturing 
industries, all the labor be dy 

I do not know a wors« l ‘ thie people ot the 

State of Alabama in resp osperity than 
to have a gold mine discovered the h would vield millions of dol 
lars a vear, and in consequence ot ) tro 
cultural pursuits. [ have en that dor Wel 
one gold mine in Alahban it Arhacooche t! etamorphie re n 
in the eastern part of the State, which t ‘ o 
was opened, and did vield about million doll nlaeel 
diggings. The result was tl e whol ‘ da 
stroyed in respect to agriculture; men left th hor ) 
the cold Ines: caught Very severe colds Icvers, & ] 

selves to dampness, and wading about through the 1 

washing gold out with long-toms, and thin {that k 

agricultural interest of that re: went d 7 
withdrawn from it 

I consider that S6 a t ‘ } ron manutu 
sufficient stimulus to that industi nd tl the } ‘ 
the country can not afford to have a large timulus tha’ 
that special industi would ruin the rest of the bu 
country, and ha ‘ t eal « re 
of that people Six do ‘ rl ‘ 
money that it costs t 1 ton ¢ ak | mingham., Alaban 
As I had the honor ot th eto the ‘ te the « ( ha 1 | ly 
informed by some of th lead 1 tactu t t t when t! 
prices of labor and the prices of p ‘ 
good iron out of coke at Dirmingh ] 
take it at $15; the prices as they 
there is a little disturbance in the pro on ’ nel | 
matters of that kind, and there Lgwood « ol 
also lol labor In COTISE j l we ol that thie } rile Levi | |? 
a little, and perhaps $153 a ton now is about the ] t 
age of the best grades of coke-iron are made th i 

The reason why they can make it so low has bes equen 
It can net possibly be stated too strongly, I thir air mn 
mountain that is sixty or seventy miles long, wh 1 1 dig th 
finest ores, as pure as any that they have, from th id 
along in a parallel range are the coal fields, whi only about 
or seven or nine miles away, vielding ; ist quan lim lk 
quantity ot the very best coking coa n tl | ted Stits ind then 
the intermediate ground is occupied b n 1 plenty 
of fresh water, and besides that splendid torests of { Phese teil 
ties drawn together enable them to make iro ‘ pth nd 0 
cents a ton on pig metal is a suflicient stimulus to that industry in that 
part of the country. It is as much as the industry deserves and it 
as much as therest of the indu ‘ | of the co rv can be 
We do not want an industry down there that will draw from our sur 
rounding fields and our magnificent for illthe labor of theland. Out 
prosperity has been based upon agriculture, and if we consent to let 
stand there, making the artsand industriesa handmaid to agricult 
we shall have a wonderful and a permanent prosperity; but if we stimu 
late these outside enterprises, these industrial exploits, to the degree of 
breaking down our agricultural interests, we shall tind ourselves 
soon with too much sail and too little ballast ever to make the pert of 
prosperity in safety; we shall not do it. 

I think that you have done quite suffi ient favor in puttin pon our 
iron ore 50 cents a ton and on pig-iron SG per ton The inter does 
not ask any more, and I will venture to say that I represent in this 
statement and in this request the intelligent opinion of the yrh-1nh rs 
in that section of the country 

If the people in Ohio and the people in Pennsy! can not afford 
to make iron of the same quality that we do, tor less than 917 or >1Ra 
ton, instead of asking the rest of the agricultural world and the indus- 
trial world to come in and contribute a bonus to enable them to do so, 
let them pull up their plants in that part of the country and do like 
Mr. Thomas of Pennsy!vania has done and as | ons are doing, come 
down into Alabama and make iron where Providence will enable you 
to do it ata very mu h cheaper rate than ou are doing, where you 
may get control of the markets not of the United States only but of the 
entire world, and where you can be of service to this generation ond 
time without the necessity of coming here toask for bounties from other 
people. Take our « xample, con e to our country, | elp us to make iron, 
and we will make it so cheap and so good with your assistance and your 
capital that you will not he reafter desire any assistance from the Con 
gress of the United States in the development of t] nadustry 
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How is it now about the coke in that country? Mr. Collyer, who is 
largely interested in the iron manufacture at Sewanee, in Tennessee, 
informed me that formerly he obtained from Connellsville, in Pennsy]l- 
vania, the coke for making his iron in Tennessee and he hauled it down 
by rail. As he had large coal-fields immediately adjacent to the iron- 
fields and the iron-works, I asked him why he did that. He said be- 
cause his coals did not coke sufficiently well; that after they were coked 
there was a trace of sulphur in them which made the iron perhaps cold- 
short or hot-short, I can not quite say which. But after experiment- 
ing upon otherdescriptionsof coke obtained from other places, he changed 
his market, and from buying coke and bringing it from Connellsville in 
Pennsylvania, he brought it from Birmingham in Alabama. ‘‘ Why 
did you do that?’ Lasked Mr, Collyer. ** Beeause,’’ he said, ‘‘ I can get 
a better coke for less money and do not have to pay so much for transpor- 
tation,’’ showing that the actual experience of the country is developing 
rapidly the facet that we have the highest degree of facility there for 
making iron. 

If there is a people in the world who ought to be in favor of protec- 
tion according to the modern ideas of a protective tariff, it ought to be 
these people in Alabama. They ought to say, ‘‘ We own the lands, we 
own the coal-tields, we own the limestone quarries, we own the rail- 
roads which connect this coke we have got with the iron-beds; now we 
will avail ourselves of the highest tariff that can possibly be put upon 
this product, because we will add that to our local and material ad- 
vantages in the manufacture of iron, and we will take the markets out 
ofahe hands of the rest of the people of this country.’’ That is what 
we should say. 

Mr. BROWN. If the Senator will excuse me one minute, I think 
he has got the thing a little tangled about Colonel Collyer. He is not the 
president of the very large works continued at Sewanee. The largest 
manufacturers of coke in the Southern States are the Sewanee people. 
They have three large furnaces in blast and they make their own coke, 
and probably a little to spare. I think they make a great deal more 
coke than is made at Birmingham, and I think they get very little 
from Birmingham 

Mr. MORGAN. I did not say that Colonel Collyer was president of 
those works. I said he was largely interested in them, and that being 
so, he informed me during the last autumn of these facts, and that they 
were bringing their coke from Birmingham. But the Senator informs me 
that the Sewanee company are making coke out of their own coal. So 
much the better; Iam glad that they have got an opportunity now of 
getting rid of the burden imposed upon them of shipping their coke 
from Birmingham to Sewanee. 

Mr. BROWN. They had a great many kilns in blast before they ever 
built a furnace at all and sold coke too wherever they found a market. 

Mr. MORGAN. Then there is only another plant like that of Bir- 





mingham, and it shows the capability of that country for the enormous | 


production of iron. I willsay further, that there is some great mistake, 


particularly on the part of Mr. Oliver in his supposition that the irons | 


of that part of the country are cold-short. It is a great mistake. 


| Senator from Vermont [Mr. Epmcunps]. 


Take the irons from that country and carry them to Chicago, to Cleve- | 


land. to Cincinnati, to Saint Louis, and to Pittsburgh, and there you 
mix them with other iron and manufacture them into car-wheels. It is 
not likely they are very cold-short; it is not very likely they are highly 
phosphoretic when that occurs. Railroad men do not use car-wheels 
made out of iron saturated in any considerable degree with phosphorus. 

We have practically no home market for ouriron. There is scarcely 
a pot or kettle made in Alabama, I am sorry to say, though the resources 
are so great that iron furnaces are going up day by day. In traveling 
over my own State I am utterly astonished, when I have an opportunity 
to revisit it between the sessions of Congress, to find the enormous 
amount of capital and enterprise that is in active operation in those 
beautiful fields of industry in the South. They are doing it now under 
the existing tariff. They are not here with a single petition asking you 
to raise the rate on iron. They do not join in this clamor from Rhode 
Island and from Ohio for a high protective duty upon iron. 

Mr. ALDRICH. Will the Senator allow me to interrupt him? 

Mr. MORGAN. Yes, sir. 

Mr. ALDRICH. In order that we may not understate or underrate 
the importance of Alabama as an iron-producing country, I ask him to 
allow me to read from the census reports. 

Mr. MORGAN. Certainly. 

Mr. ALDRICH. Of the 3,781,021 tons of iron ore produced in the 
United States in 1880, Alabama produced 62,336 tons, or about 1} per 
cent. of the whole amount produced in the country. Of the product 
of the rolling-mills of this country, being 2,353,248 tons, Alabama pro- 
duced 650 tons, or about a quarter of 1 per cent. of the whole amount 
produced in this country. 

Mr. MORGAN. If the reputation of that census throughout the 
world depended upon that statement it would be condemned as a false 
witness bearing false testimony againstits neighbors; the Ten Command- 
ments would wipe that out. The man who wrote that statement did 
not know what he was talking about and did not care whether he did 
or not. There are boys in Alabama who could give better information 
to the Government about the situation of theactual producing interests 
of that State than that statement 
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Mr. ALDRICH. This is copied from the official report of the censys 

Mr. MORGAN. I know itis. I have seen that before, and I hay. 
looked with amazement and astonishment upon it as the most rec}c}oa 
misrepresentation of facts that has ever been made in a census report 

Mr. MILLER, of New York. The census report is for the year [st 
If I understand the situation in Alabama she has made greater progres. 
in the past three years than perhaps for twenty-five years before, so that 
the statement might have been correct then when it is not at a)! 
rect now. 

Mr. MORGAN. = Itis not one-third of what existed in S79. I know 
the furnacesthere. Ihave been to them; I do not say that I have heey 
to all of them, for the reason that furnaces are built in Alabama after | 
leave there and before I get back, and I find large establishments tha; 
were not in operation when I get back to the State after being here fi 
a month ortwo or three or four months sitting in Congress. 

Mr. President, I object to having it said that my colleague and myse}; 
have got no authority to represent an iron interest in the South. J as 
sure the Senatorson both sides of this Chamber, and this entire country, 
that we, in common with the Senators from Missouri and the Senators 
from Askansas, have large iron interests to take care of, but we are not 
here pleading for bounties upon them. We feel that Providence has 
been bounteous to us; and while we are willing to let live in all parts 
of this country, we take our own industries and we say in respect of 
them, let them bear their just share of the burden of revenue and after 
that has been done to take the protection that you may give here ond 
we are content with it. 

We get no protection upon our cotton, yet there is a little cotton im 
ported from India and manufactured here. We get protection upon a 
little patch down there of sugar-cane, about comparing in size with 
the rest of the United States to one of the quilt pieces on an old lady’s 
bed-cover. I do not consider that we ought to put ourselves in any 
condition of extraordinary excitement on that account, either to keep it 
or get rid of it, but we are fairly willing that the burden of the revenue 
of this country shall come upon the shoulders of our people with justice 
and equality. We consider, as I said before to the Senate, first the 
question of revenue. I believe that the reduction the Senator from 
Georgia proposes upon this description of iron will increase the revenue 
and lower the price, and I know it will not injure the large industri: 
the South, which I have the honor in part to represent. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr. VoorHees in the chaii 
question is on the amendment of the Senator from Georgia | 
Brown ], in line 535, to strike out ‘* 1 cent per pound”’ and insert * 
per ton.’’ 

Mr. MORRILL. I ask for the yeas and nays on the amendment 

The yeas and nays were ordered; and the Principal Legislative Clerk 
proceeded to call the roll. 

Mr. DAVIS, of West Virginia (when his name was called 
paired with the Senator from Minnesota [Mr. Wrnpom]. 

Mr. GARLAND (when his name was called). Iam paired with the 
If he were here, I should vote 


or- 


sof 


am 


‘* vea,”’ 
‘Mr. ROLLINS (when Mr. PENDLETON’s name was called rhe 
Senator from Ohio [Mr. PENDLETON] is paired with the Senator from 
New Jersey [Mr. SEWELL] on this question. 
Mr. ROLLINS (when Mr. PLUMB’s name was called). The Senator 
from Kansas [Mr. PLUMB] is paired with the Senator from Missouri 
[Mr. Vest]. 

Mr. SAULSBURY (when his name was called). 
the Senator from Michigan [ Mr. Ferry. ] 
vote ‘‘ yea.’’ 

The roll-call having been concluded, the result was announced —yeas 
30, nays 24; as follows: 


Iam paired with 
If he were present, I should 


YEAS—W. 
Barrow Farley, Johnston, Slater, 
Bayard George, Kellogg, Vance, 
Beck, Gorman Lamar, Van Wyck, 
Butler Groome, Maxey, Voorhees, 
Call, Grover, Morgan, Walker, 
Camden Hampton % Williams 
Cockrel! Harris, Ransom, 
Coke, Jackson Sherman, 

NAYS—2. 
Aldrich, Chilcott, Hawley, Miller of N.Y, 
Allison, Conger, Hill, Mitchell, 
Anthony, Dawes, Hoar, Morrill, 
Blair, ye, tora. Piatt, 
Cameron of Pa., Hak, MelMll, Rollins, 
Cameron of Wis., Harrison, McMillan, Sawyer 

ABSENT—22. 
Brown, Garland, McPherson, Saunders 
Davis of Ill., Ingalls, Mahone, Sewell, 
Davisof W. Va., Jonas, Miller of Cal., Vest, 
Edmunds, Jones of Florida, Pendleton, Windom 
Fair, Jones of Nevada, Plumb, 
Ferry, Lapham, Saulsbury, 


So the amendment was agreed to. 

Mr. KELLOGG. I desire to offer an amendment —— 

Mr. BECK. There is an amendment of the Senator from George 
still pending 



















































Mr. KELLOGG. I desire to offeran amendment to the pending bill 
ind ask that it be printed. ; Ms . 
Phe PRESIDING OFFICER. The proposed amendment will be re- 
»ived and ordered to be printed. The question now is on the motion 
: : y * . . ne 
the Senator from Vermont [Mr. Morr1i1v], to strike out, in line 540, 
 ¢wo-tenths’? and insert “*one-tenth;’’ so as to read ‘*1 cent and one- 

. * 

tenth of 1 cent per pound. 
proposes an amendment to make the rate $22 per ton. 
is first on the amendment of the Senator from Vermont. 
Mr. MORRILL. I shall not contest the amendment of the Senator 
fom Georgia. The Senate having decided to reduce these others and 
to change the form and method of imposing the duties, I shall no longer 
contest the point. — oi a ; 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The amendment of the Senator from 
Vermont is withdrawn. The question is on the amendment of the Sen- 
ator from Georgia [Mr. Brown}. 
The amendment was agreed to. 
The Acting Secretary read the proviso from line 541 to line 546, in- 
elusive, as follows : 
Provided, That all iron in slabs, blooms, loops, or other forms less finished than 
iron in bars, and more advanced than pig-iron, except castings, shall be rated as 
iron in bars, and pay a duty accordingly; and none of the above iron shall pay a 
jeas rate of duty than 35 per cent, ad valorem. 
Mr. BECK. 


And provided further, That no rate of duty higher than 50 per cent. ad valorem 


The question 


I move to amend that paragraph by adding: 


graphs of this schedule, any provision or rate of duty, whether specific or other- 
wise, to the contrary notwithstanding. 

Mr. BAYARD. I ask the Senator trom Kentucky to withhold that 
amendment or withdraw it fora moment. The schedule from line 547 
to line 549 provides: 

Iron or steel T-rails, weighing not over twenty-five pounds to the 
iron or steel flat rails, punched, nine-tenths of 1 cent per pound. 


urd, and 
It seems to me these rails should bear a proportionate duty to that 
which has been fixed at lines 525 and 526 on ‘‘iron railway bars weigh- 
ing not more than twenty-five pounds to the yard, seven-tenths of 1 
cent per pound,’ equivalent to a tax of $15.68 per ton; and therefore 
I move, on line 548, that the word ‘‘nine-tenths’’ be stricken out and 
“seven-tenths ’’ be substituted, so that they shall have precisely the 
same proportion. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Chair would inform the Senator 
from Delaware that the Secretary has not read beyond line 546, and 


ment. 

Mr. BAYARD. My suggestion is simply this: The amendment of 
the Senator from Kentucky is, I believe, in some degree inconsistent 
with parts of the schedule as fixed. For instance, the tax as fixed by 
the Senate upon pig-iron is $6.a ton. I believe that to-day, according 
to commercial values, that is about 60 per cent. ad valorem as a tax. 
The Senator from Kentucky proposes to make a maximum duty of 50 
percent. It is unshipping, so to speak, the provisions of the bill hereto- 
jore agreed upon. 

The very basis of all iron is the first stage of the pig. If you fix the 
ple that protection should proceed upon the greater the amount of labor 


advance with it. That is the theory of protection as I understand it. 
Now, if you fix the duty upon the crude material, the first process, at 
60 per cent., how can you consistently affix a duty of 50 per cent. upon 
the more advanced stage of manufacture? I therefore suggest to my 
friend from Kentucky whether there should not be some exceptional 
words toqualify the amendment which he proposes, and the wordsshould 
be, Isubmit, ‘* except as herein otherwise provided.”’ I would agree on 
already enumerated matters that the average of the tariff duties might 
be applied to unknown or overlooked articles; but where you have de- 
liberately taken what may be called the basis of rates of the taxation for 
40 article in its first form from raw material you certainly should not 
lower your successive taxes beyond that amount. If there is to be any- 
thing like a principle in laying duties under this tariff law, I under- 
stand it to be this: Wherever the competition is direct between the 
labor of American workingmen and the labor of those who are not 
Americans, we propose to discriminate in favor of our own people. 
That is a tariff for revenue with incidental protection. 

If, therefore, you gauge the basisof a manufacture, which in this pres- 
ent schedule is pig-iron, and put upon it an ad valorem duty or a duty 
which is equivalent to an ad valorem of 60 per cent., it strikes me that 
48 you advance in labor so there should be a further advance in the rate. 
Having put upon the crudest form of this metallic production that duty 
of 60 per cent., I submit it is not consistent with that principle or 


advanced in the 


stage of manufacture. 
Mr. BECK. 


Del " Allow me to make a suggestion to the Senator from 
Delaware. * We have not under any rates put the tariff taxation on pig- 
‘ron above 38 per cent. 

Mr. BAYARD. That isa « 


an juestion of fact, and we might as well 
meet it right away. 


CONGRESSIONAL RECORD—SEN ATE. 


The Senator from Georgia [Mr. Brown ] | 


shall be levied or collected on any of the articles provided forin any of the para- | 


at the end of that line the Senator from Kentucky offers his amend- | 


rate on that at 60 per cent. ad valorem, according to any theory or princi- | 


expended upon the crude material, so proportionately the duty should | 


theory to go back from 60 to 50 per cent. from that which may be more | 


iol! 


Mr. BECK. If it costs $18, $6 is 33 per cent 

Mr. BAYARD. But it does not cost $18 

Mr. BECK. If it costs $14, which is the lowest, $6 is less than 40 
per cent. 

Mr. BAYARD 
lay your tax 

Mr. BECK. I beg pardon 

Mr. BAYARD. Let us see, tor that isa question of fact. 1 find that 
pig-iron can be produced in Alabama, and is to-day, at $13 a ton, and 
that the Pennsylvania statement is about $19 to $20. That is Mr. Oli 
ver’s statement, about $19 to $20 a ton. But the taxes you lay are not 
laid with relation to the American cost of production: the taxesare not 
calculated upon the American article; we are taxing foreign products, 
and the question is, what does a ton of pig-iron cost in Liverpool on 
shipboard? Will any man tell me that you ean not place 
iron on board at Liverpool for less than $12” 

Mr. BECK. You ean not 

Mr. BAYARD. I know you ean; and if you on board 
at less than $12 and impose a duty of $6 on that, what is the relation 


} 


Che cost h less than that, upon which you 


nue 


1 ton ot pig 


| of 6 to 12 or G to less than 12?) It will be found, | apprehend, to be 
nearer 60 than 50 per cent 

1 only make this remark, not for the purpose of preventin Wy tain 

and reasonable adjustment of this, but that we should prox pon 

the same principle that we have acted on The principle that 1 wish 


to see recognized is this, that where you shall put the American worl 
man in competition with the foreign competitor he shall | 
vantage that our revenue laws can give him 

Mr. BECK. I moved the amendme nt, belies ny that 50 pel Is 
the highest rate that ought to be allowed as a matter of protection, and 


certainly far above the revenue point; and as the commission and the 
committee, although they had provided largely for specific duties and 
specifics based on ad valorems and changes of classification and many 
other things, had made a proviso that ‘‘ none of the above iron shall pay 
a less rate of duty than 35 per cent. ad valorem,’’ thereby abandonin 
all their own provisions as to specific rates and as to compound rates i! 
the specifics or the compounds based on ad valorems fell below 35 pei 
cent., I thought this would be a proper addendum They abandon 
their specific. duties and compound duties, notwithstanding the pro 
| visions of their own bill, and provide that the article shall p > per 
| cent. anyhow. If they are going to put in a minimum, then | say that 


there ought to be a maximum, that they shall not by any cor nee 


put up their specific rates to a maximum that is prohibitory, becanse 
there must be a limit to protection somewhere 
This country does not propose, merely to make somebody rich, to pro 
| hibit all the world from sending their goods here and prohibit the men 
| who are to sell their goods in the open markets of the world from buy 
| ing at any price what they may need Prohibition is not protection to 


workmen. Fifty per cent. may be too low, but Ido not think it i It 
these gentlemen will strike out their provision of 35 per cent. ad va 
lorem, strike out this paragraph, then [am willing to withdraw my 
| amendment too; but if they are going to upset all theirown theori« 
specific duties and say that whenever those they have fixed are less than 
35 per cent. ad valorem they shall all be set aside and 35 per cent. be paid 
anyhow, then there ought to be a maximum, so that when the duties 
exceed 50 per cent. they shall then be set aside; or if 50 per cent. is not 
enough, let somebody say what protection is needed. I think 50 per 
cent. is as high as any man will rise on the floor of the Senate and say 
that anybody will venture to ask protection. From 1846 to F460 the 
average was first 20 per cent. and then 18; and during that period the 
manufacturing establishments of this country increased more largely in 
proportion than they have in the last decade. Now, since it is made a 
part of this bill to say that there shall be a minimum, there ought to 
beamaximum. I believe this proviso should be stricken out altogether; 
but I seek to perfect it first, and failing in that, I shall move to strike 
it out altogether. It is merely one of those things putin to catch some 
thing and set aside their own specifics. 

Mr. BAYARD. It is perfectly well understood that the iron schedule 
has been most carefully and most dexterously arranged by those who un 
derstand the whole question of iron duties and iron manufacture; and 
in many cases where apparently a diminution of duty has taken place 
it in reality turns out that there has been an advance. Aware of that 
fact, the Committee on Finance have not adopted the schedule of the 
| Tariff Commission. I do not wish tospeak unkindly or disrespectfully 
of anybody, but I. think it may be moderately stated that the propo 
sition of the Tariff Commission in regard to the proposed alleged reduc 
tion of duties on this schedule was something of a delusion and a snare, 
and the Senate Finance Committee have not followed that. Therefore 
| if the proposition of the Senator from Kentucky should prevent any of 
| these arrangements for really advancing duties under the color of reduc 
ing them I think there would be great merit in what he has proposed; 
but there is between us an evident misapprehension of fact which I 
think can be relieved by a reference to the prices current. 

I have said that the duty proposed now by the Senate upon pig-iron 
| is equivalent to about 60 per cent. ad valorem; that is to say, $6 per 
uivalent to 60 per cent. ad valorem. Arm I right 
us | I hold in my hand the Feonomist of 


ton specific is about eq 
or notin that? Let 
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Saturday, January 6, 3, the Weekly Commercial Times of London. 
I find here the quotation of Scotch pig-iron for cash 48 shillings and 10 
pence { think my friend from Vermont willstate the fact that Scotch 
pig-iron is worth about $2 more than the common English pig-iron. 

Mr. MORRILL. The quoted price in New York is about $35 more 
than of the other iron 


Mr. BAYARD. Five dollars more. Let us take that. 
Mr. BECK. DBessemer-steel pig is 55 shillings, 
Mr. BAYARD. But Bessemer pig is more expensive. It is a ques- 


tion of mutual information, The price quoted in Liverpool as well as 


in New York is about 85 a ton less for the English pig than for the 
Scotch pig. Ihave made the calculation at 48 shillings a ton, being 


about S11.62 per ton. Take from that 55, and you have about 36.62 
per t This ison the basis of the price in Liverpool; but call it 
S10 a ton on board for common English pig-iron, what is the ratio be- 
tween 86 and $10 but 60 percent. These are the figures, and I do not 
think there can be a mistake in them. 


it 


Mr. BROWN. Will the Senator allow me a moment ? 
Mr. BAYARD. Certainly. 
Mr. BROWN. If you get the pig in Great Britain, you ran up the | 


cost of bar here to the point you are stating. 

Mr. BAYARD. No; Iam not talking of the duty on bar-iron. 

Mr. BECK. I took the basis of 55 shillings a ton. 

Mr. BAYARD. Seotch pig, which is much more expensive than the 
ordinary English pig, is worth 48 shillings and 10 pence. 

Mr. BECK. I supposed Bessemer pig was the same, and that is put 
55 shillings, 

Mr. BROWN. What is Bessemer pig? 
that has less phosphorus. 

Mr. BAYARD. I think that comes in competition with blooms rather 
than with pig. It is a second stage of progress, and that is put atsix- 
tenths of acent a pound, whichis $13.44a ton. I think I am right in 
saying that the duty upon what may be called the crude material is on 
pig-iron; it is the first process advanced from the ore itself, and the tax 
fixed upon that is, | think my friend from Kentucky is now satisfied, 
GO per cent. ad valorem. Now, starting upon that basis, on the prin- 


at 


ciple which is that the more labor you add you are to have a propor- | 


tionate increase of duty, L say there is an inconsistency in a proposi- 
tion Which shali limit the rate of duty 50 per cent. when already you 
have fixed one at 60. The duty on steel rails as now fixed is nearer 
80 per cent. than G0. As I understand it, | can buy in Canada to-day 
Bessemer-steel rails for from $25 to $26 a ten, and the duty which is 
proposed to be put upon them is $17.16 a ton. That is about from 65 
to 70 per cent. ad valorem. 

Mr. BECK. Let me ask the Senator from Delaware, when we have 
provided for specifics so carefully for those articles which fall under 35 
per cent 
per cent. any how ? 

Mr. BAYARD. Lam not in favor of that provision. 

Mr. BECK. If you make a minimum and say it shall not be less 
than 35 per eent., why is it not fair to say there shall be a maximum not 
exceeding 50 per cent? Why not do that, or strike the provision out 
altogether? That is what I want to get at. I want it to work both 
Ways if it is to operate at all. 

Mr. BAYARD. If my friend will offer an amendment to strike out 
the proviso, I shall vote with him. 

Mr. BECK. Very well; I will withdraw this for the time being and 
offer it at the close of the schedule, unless it works satisfactorily. I with- 
draw the amendment for the time being. It will come in more prop- 
erly perhaps at the close of the schedule. 

Mr. PUGH. Since I have been a member of the body I have con- 
sumed very little time of the Senate in speech making. I have never 
addressed the Senate upon the great economic question of tariff reform, 
and I proposed to do so upon the present occasion, 
my friend, the Senator from Kentucky, has more general operation 
than any that is likely to be offered to the bill, and I regret that he 
has withdrawn it, because it presented the best opportunity that I 
could have of addressing the Senate upon the bill, and upon the gene- 
ral subject of taxation. 

Mr. BECK. I hope the Senator from Alabama will submit his views 
now, because as this proviso has a limited operation I propose to offer 
the proposition again at the close of this schedule. I hope he will pro- 
ceed to give his views, 

Mr. PUGH. Mr. President, during the discussion of the bill re- 
ported by the Committee on Finance I have heard no importance what- 
ever attached to the constitutional power the Senate is exercising in 
iraming the proposed tariff laws except by the Senator from Texas [ Mr. 
MAXEY]. And if I were left to what has been said by Senators in this 
debate to inform myself what were the objects of the bill before the 
Senate, | could arrive at no other conclusion than that they amounted 
primarily and mainly to the protection of American manufaetures. The 
questions discussed as they arise on each article, so faras they have been 
reached in the bill, relate solely to the degree of protection each Sena- 
tor is able to seeure to the industries in his State affected by the bill. 
It is a scramble for the spoils of taxation without reference to the con- 

stitutional objects of the taxing power. The only power Congress has 


The amendment of 


, Why should they all be set aside and men be made to pay 35 | 


| The highest court in the land has decided that the only power ( 
Only pig made out of ore 


| characterized ‘‘the power to tax as the power to destroy. \ 


| consin, in cases cited approvingly by Justice Miller, it is decided 


| use of the Government ?”’ 


| by the claims ot pensioners upon the Government. 





to pass the bill now before the Senate is granted in the eighth «.. 
of the Constitution, in these words: 

The Congress shall have power to lay and collect taxes, < 
excises, to pay the debts and provide for the common defense and 
fare of the United States; but all duties, imposts 
throughout the United States. 


luties, impost 


Reher 
and excises shall bh 


All the power to tax is expressly delegated to pay the debts, 
United States. The power to contract debtsand bind the Gove; 
to pay them is granted to Congress to provide for the common «, 
and general welfare, as these results can not be accomplished y 
means. All the powers delegated in the Constitution to each dey. 
ment of the Government and every officer thereof are granted 
States for the common defense and general welfare of the United s: 
The preamble to the Constitution declares that it isordained and , 
lished ** in order to form a more pertect union, establish justice, ins 
mestic tranquillity, provide for the common defense, promote th 
welfare, and secure the blessings of liberty toourselves and out posterit 

These recitals in the Constitution which define the objects of its 
tion by the States are constantly referred to as delegations and soy, 
Congressional power to pass any law that a majority of the two HH. 
in their discretion, may decide to be necessary to provide for 1] 
mon defense and general welfare. Congress is the law-makine | 
within the scope of the Constitution. The judiciary decides wy }¢1) 
the acts of Congress are within the grants of power, and th: 
department is charged with the power and duty of executing 1 
All these departments act under express limitations of th: 











has to levy and collect taxes isa revenue power: Chief-Justice M 
Supreme Court, in the case of The Loan Assocation rs. Topeka, 20 \\ 
lace, p. 655, after concurring in this statement of its greatest | 
Justice, adds that ‘‘the power to tax is the strongest, the most , 
ing of all the powers of government, reaching directly or ind 
all classes of the people.”’  ‘* And that of all the powers conterm 
government that of taxation is most liable to abuse.’’ 

The most important limitation upon the power of a gov 
tax is conspicuously emphasized in this case by Justice Mill 
publican in politics, speaking for a majority of the court, and 
be kept in full view by law-makers when exercising the dang: 
of taxation. The limitation is that taxes can only be impos 
**public purpose.’’ The court says ** taxes levied forany other u- 
taxation.’’ That ‘‘it is none the less robbery, because it is do 
the forms of law and is called taxation.”’ ** Beyond cavil,” s 
Court, **there can be no lawful tax which is not laid for a pu 
pose.’? 

The important question is, what is a ** public purpose?” 

In the supreme courts of Pennsylvania, New York, lowa, ; 


**the common mind has everywhere taken in the understand 
taxes are imposed for a public purpose when levied by autho: 
Government for the purpose of carrying on the Government 
machinery and operations.’’ Justice Miller inquires, ** What o 
or purposes are considered necessary to the support and for tly 
He answers that ‘‘ if it be said that « 
results to the local public of a town by establishing manufictu 
same may be said of any other business or pursuit which employ 
tal or labor.’’. ‘* The merchant, the mechanic, the inn-keepe: 
banker, the builder, the steamboat-owner, are equally promoters | 
public good and equally deserving of the aid of the citizens |) 
contributions.’’ ‘* No line can be drawn in favor of the manutict: 
which would not open the coffers of the public treasury to tl: 
tunities of two-thirds of the business men in the city and town 
This is the language of the most august judicial tribunal in the 
proclaiming the invaluable truth that the protection of American) 
factures is not a ** public object’’ in the meaning of the power o! ‘ 
gress to levy taxes for revenue, and hence that the taxing power cu 
be exercised primarly for their protection. The raisingof reventic to ju 
the debts of the United States contracted for ‘‘the support and prope! 
use of the Government”’ in carrying on ‘‘all its machinery and 0)» 
tions’’ is certainly the only “‘ public object’ within the meaning! | 
Constitution. 
Sut there is another absolute and unqualified limitation upon | 
taxing power of Congress, and that is, it can only be exercised to bse 
the amount of revenue needed for the necessary and proper uses of 1h 
Government in carrying on ‘‘all its machinery and operations. — 
Then, the first duty of Congress when called on to enact tan! 
is to ascertain what amount of money is needed by the Govermucn' 
This information is generally furnished in the estimates of the |» 
of Departments in their reports to Congress through the Presice:! 
For the present and the next two or three years the amount 0! 
enue needed wi!’ be exceptionally large, to meet the increase occas! 
In round numbe! 
it will average about $340,000,000 per annum to be raised from al! soul" 
It is a heavy burden to be borne by the people. 
Having decided upon the amount the next inquiry is, How slo: 
be levied and collected? By a direct tax, collected by internal-revon"™ 


3. CONGRESSIONAL RECORD—SEN ATE. GIB 























































gicers, or by a tariff upon importations, collected through custom- | tection to insure a decent living to the operatives. it: could 
h at ‘and their officers? These two modes of taxation are demanding | satistied. 
examination and settlement. How can this be done and keep ourselves within the rang 

It makes no difference in money to the consumer whether the tax he Constitution ? The Supreme Court in the case cited admits that yr 
avs for the support of his Government is called a direct oran indirect tection can be made to result as an incident to the exercise ef the tax 
a The mode of collecting a direct tax in practice ismore annoying, | ing power. What is a tax levied for revenue only? It is the lowest 
ol wives rise to more abuses and crimes; but these evils do not exist In | rate of duty that will produce the largest amount of revenv What 
the laws, they come from their wrongful execution. Tam satisfied that is the lowest or the highest rate that will raise th 
nothing the people consume has less merit in the claim to exemption | revenue very few Senators are able to decide on t 
fom taxation than whisky and tobacco. There is no tax imposed upon | edge. We must admit our d pendence on { 


fy ‘ Be. . ~ : , facts and tleures to be o 
ymers that is more willingly paid than the tax on whisky and to- | tained from the operation of former tariff laws and trom those persons 


evreatest amount ol 
] 


1eir personal know! 


cons 


paceo. They are classed as luxuries, their consumption is purely vol- whose experience and opportunities in their business pursuits enable 
untary, and I have no doubt the demand for the repeal of the law taxing | them to acquire and furnish reliable information on these subjects 
shese articles comes mainly from those who are interested in adding When we obtain the necessary information thi important question 
largely to the amount of revenue that would have to be raised bya higher | arises, shall we, as law-makers. levy on each artic] ) 


a . , : . j wh a ‘ e lnported tf w lov 
tantt on importations toafford more protection to American manutfactur- | est or the highest rate of duty that will produ itest 
| am in favor of reducing the tax on tobacco to 10cents per pound, | revenues ? 


ers 


put on distilled spirits I would regulate the duty by their capacity to The protection afforded by the lowest rate of duty that produc 
produce the highest amount of revenue. | the largest amount of revenue is an inevitable and unay e ineiden 

1 can not believe there is any consumer of whisky and tobacco who | and therefore not expressly intended by the law-maker.« pt that he 
knows he must pay his share of the revenue to support his Government | is presumed to intend the natural consequence of his « ut ih 
that would prefer all the tax he pays to be put on his clothing, shoes, | rate of duty may be raised higher than the lowest point 1 it inter 
blankets, iron, steel, and farming implements he must purchase, rather | fering with the amount of revenue it will produce. Fort purpose of 
than let his whisky and tobacco, which it would be better for him not | affording protection as an incident of a duty levied pl 
to use, beara part of his burden of taxation. As to the objectionable nue, what is the difference between the lowest and the h ! 
machinery now in use forthe collection of the internal tax, there can be | duty that will produce the same amount of revenu Phe ] 
changes and improvements made by the use of revenue stampsand levy- | difference, of course, is inthe greater degree of protection 1 
ing the tax on the capacity of the still, thereby dispensing with so many | the increased price caused by the higher dut) Phe important 


partisan tax-gatherers. | is, shall Congress levy the lowest duty that will produce the sai 
Deducting the internal revenue from the amount of money needed by | of revenue as the higher rate without reference to the deeree ot 
the Government gives us the sum to be raised by taritf duties on im- | tion the duty affords? In deciding this question, we enter the tield 
portations. The consumers of the imported articles taxed make up the | where Democrats meet each other on what I consider mere detinit 
American population engaged in the tour great industrial pursuits in | of distinctions, which amount to nothing in principle or substance 


this country. Agriculture, manufacturing, and mining are the three Here we also encounter unavoidably the doctrine of discrimination in 


great productive industries, and the fourth—commerce—is made up of | the exercise of the power to tax for revenue only Phe right and duty 
the transportation and trade in those articles produced by all the other | of Congress to discriminate between the articles imported in sel ‘ 
industries. These great industries go into the common market, where | those to be taxed are founded on public considerations of justice, h in 
they meet consumers in open and fair competition. When these four | ity, and patriotism. No Senator, whatever may be his opinions 

industries are left to their normal condition they are mutual helps and | the objects of tariff laws, whether th: y should be for thes © purpose 


contribute largely to each other’s success. In open market, with unre- | of raising revenue or for the double purpose of ra 


li I lt 1 i ) 

strained and equal competition, prices are necessarily regulated by | atYording incidental protection to American indust: ( 
demand and supply, and upon such prices depend the profits and suc- | eyes to the effect the duty will have upon the different « mn 
cess of each of the great American industries. But in this open field, | sume the articles we propose to tax. The articles imported number o 
where consumers meet these four industries for a fair contest, the Gov- | 2.000, and many of them are necessaries that go into consumption by 
ernment of all the parties to this contest makes its appearance and | classes and conditions of person It is not optional with th SU 
demands so much money for its necessary support. to use them or not, but his necessary wants compel hin 

\criculture, with three-fifths of the whole number of our industrial | them at anv cost if he has the mean: 
 pulation, responds that the amount demanded is a burden for ** a publi: Many other articles imported are indispensabl the differ pul 
purpose’? that should be imposed upon all alike and borne by all alike, | suits of our people. The common understanding of th peop i] not 
as it is necessary for the equal benefit of all American citizens and con- | mistake these articles of necessity, and it is useless to enumerate \ 
sumers. Manufacturing and mining, largely in the minority in num- | large list of the articles imported is made up of luxuri hich are con 
ber, object to an equal distribution of the burden, and claim that the | sumed by the wealthy or persons having th 
power of the Government to impose it by taxation shall be exercised so | selves in the use of those things the poorer class 
us to secure them the possession of American markets and the control | Th payment of any duty | donthen iri Lite map 
of American prices for their manulactures. The consumer has no volition or choice. His ne« iry wants must b 

The consumers answer, that we all admit the importance of encow uppiied if he is abl As to the luxuries of lite there i he rh 
aging American manuiactures to the extent that it can be made success- | payment of the tax on luxuries is voluntary and comes out of tho 
ful and self-sustaining; that we all recognize the inestimable benefits | choose to pay it because they are able to gratify unn ry 
that inure largely to the other American industries. But no political We all agree that it is right, just, and humane t is Ser 
economist who has favored the policy of protection ever recognized the | resenting our constituents we should afford all the ‘pr 
right ofany manufacturing industry to demand protection except upon | can to the weaker and poorer classes by d minating in th 


a well-grounded assurance that it could be thereby ultimately made self- | by selecting from the imports those articles of nec: 


sustaining against foreign competition. The whole argument in favor | must consume more or less, and putting all of them we can on | 


of protection is that ifthe industry is helped in its infaney and weakness | list, and making the duty as light as practicable on tho 
it will reimburse those who contribute to its support and maintenance | hear some tax for revenue “‘only.’’ We farther diserin 


41 


when it gets strong enough to be self-sustaining. tain what articles imported are raw material, and wh 

The only demand I have heard in this debate for the help of protection | manufactured, and to what extent they are produced or mann 
was that the laborers employed in manufacturing industries should have | abroad and in this country. Why do we make this 
enough increased price for their labor from tariff duties to insure them | it for the sole purpose of secing how much revenue ‘0 t vest 
comfortable support for themselves and familiesaccording to American | rate of duty will produce from the article imported, whether it be « 
ideas of comfort and respectability in society. If the security of the | necessity or a luxury or raw material or manufet ured, « het pro 
independence of the American laborer against competition with the pau- | duced or manufactured more or less in Europe or Ameri 
per laborer of Europe is the controlling reason for protective duties, tell After discriminating to acquire this information do we shut our eye 
me when this reason is to cease? How long shall this bounty to Ameri- | to the effect the duty we impose will have upon the wants of our coun 
cin manufacturers continue on the plea that their operatives may be able | try in times of war, or the industries or pursuits of our people in tinn 
to secure through their employers wages high enough to insure Ameri- of peace? If revenue ‘‘only"’ was our sole aim, without regard to any 
can comfort and respectability ? other effect the duty would produce, our work would be short and sim 

It is very certain that the existing conditions operating upon the re- ple in passing tariff laws. Ten articles imported that enter into gen 
lations of American and European operatives in manufacturing are | eral and necessary use would carry by compulsion a duty sufficient to 
likely to continue, and can never be changed so as to make the Amer- | raise all the revenue needed for the support of the Government. Then 


ican Operative no longer the scapegoat of protected manufacturers. It | it is untrue and misleading to assert that there is any political party in 
will always be in the power of the capitalist manufacturer to keep the | this country, or any considerable number of people who have any tavor 
wages of his operatives at the rate necessary to enable him to enforce his | for tariff laws passed to have no other effect than to raise revenue enough 
vemand for protection in the name of the laborer. He will always be | to support the Government Che power to tax is a revenue power only 

able to make a continuing predicate for protection out of the necessi- But in exercising this power we, as law-makers, must open our eyes 
hes of the laborer. If there was any honesty in the demand for pro- | and survey with care and judgment the circumstances, conditions, wants, 
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necessities. pursuits, and interests of the people to be affected by our 
tariff legislation. This same revenue power is the only authority Con- 
gress has to keep safely and disburse the revenue collected from taxa- 
tion. And yet Mr. Jefferson and Mr. Calhoun and General Jackson 
derived from this power to levy and collect, keep safely and disburse 
the public revenue, the power to issue Treasury notes and furnish the 
people with a paper currency as a proper and necessary incident. So 
by analogy is the Federal Government the custodian of the legal title 
to the public domain, in trust, to raise revenue and make new States, 
according to law; and in exercising the powers of trustee Mr. Calhoun 
expressed the opinion that the Federal Government had the Constitu- 
tional power to donate to railroad corporations alternate sections of the 
public lands, to produce the incidental effect of doubling the value and 
bringing into market the remaining sections by furnishing transporta- 
tion to persons who would purchase and appropriate the public domain. 

‘These illustrations are furnished to show that a power granted to Con- 
gress for a specific purpose only may be exercised with reference to inci- 
dental effects upon the common defense and general welfare, although 
the common defense and general welfare constitute no part of the spe- 
citic grant of power to Congress, these being objects only, and not in 
themselves any delegation of power. The question recurs, shall Congress 
in exercising its power, granted only to raise revenue, levy the lowest 
rate of duty or the highest rate of duty that will produce the same 
amountof revenue? If we select the lowest rate of duty the protection 
afforded by it will be an inevitable and unintentional incident. If we 
select the highest rate of duty that will bring the same amount of rev- 
enue as the lower rate it will afford a higher degree of protection in- 
tended and desired by the law-maker as an incident. 

The duty levied to yield the same amount of revenue need not be the 
lowest or the highest, as the amount of revenue produced by either rate 
on the article taxed might be more than its share and more than the 
Government required. So that it is reduced to a question of apportion- 
ment of the different rates of duty among the articles imported, accord- 
ing to the share each article should bear as its just and equal portion of 
the whole amount of revenue needed by the Government, having refer- 
ence in fixing the rate of duty to the character of the article taxed, 
whether it be an article of necessity or luxury, raw material or manu- 
fuctured, whether produced or manuiactured in this country orin Europe, 
and to what extent in each country. 

Acting on these rules and principles, if there is any honesty in the 
demand for protection to insure reasonable wages to the American la- 
borer and to enable him to compete with his pauper rival it can be 
made to result easily and legitimately from the operation of our tariff 
laws. Duties can be so apportioned as not to impose any undue share 
of the revenue burden on any industry, and while raising the neces- 
sary amount of revenue as the primary object of the duty, at the same 
time bring to the manufacturer price enough for his goods to enable 
him to pay remunerative wages to his operatives. But we all know that 
the wages of American operatives in manufacturing have never corre- 
sponded in amount with the rate of duty demanded and imposed for 
his protection. We are aware that the monopoly of the American mar- 
ket by our manufacturers and their immense profits have invited in- 
vestments and multiplied manufacturing establishments to an extent 
that has caused overproduction; and having no disposition to compete 
with their rivals in foreign markets, the only alternatives left to them 
are, to reduce the overstock by a reduction of prices, or to close their mills 
and discharge their operatives and wait on time and demand to insure the 
prices for their goods which they had fixed on the plea of protection to 
their laborers, whom they have turned out to starve. 

When the manufacturer thus reduces his overstock below the demand 
for his goods, and the discharged laborers have in the mean time con- 
sumed their scanty means of living, and are presented with the alter- 
native of low wages orstarvation, the mills resume work, and the manu- 
facturer makes up for the lost time by having secured greater profits 
in lower-priced labor and higher-priced goods, Here is where can be 
found the source of the widespread discontent that induces the forma- 
tion of labor unions and explodes in labor strikes and generates com- 
munism. 

The bill before the Senate in the arrangement of the different sched- 
ules of dutiable articles and in its machinery for the collection of the 
revenue is an able production of the best capacity and skill that could 
have been employed to establish a system of protection as a permanent 
American monopoly. I admit that the new machinery is a great im- 
provement of the old. But as a revision and correction and reduction 
of the existing tariff laws the bill is an insult to the demands of the 
people for tariff reform. I shall not go into the complicated details of 
the different schedules. It is manifest that the change made, as a rule, 
from ad valorem to specific duties, on the pretense of fraud and difficulty 
in the assessment of an ad valorem duty, is really intended to increase 
the rate of duty and make it permanent against a reduction of prices 
on account of improvement in machinery and the processes of manu- 
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ductions of duty are on articles of small value and comparative 
use to the great mass of consumers, and where the reducti: 
staple articles that enter into general consumption, the articles ay. 

classified that the reduced rates are put on those that are imported “4 
the least quantity; and on the pretense of a worthless reduction of a 
on non-essentials, there is a large increase of duty on different cl 
of the same articles that are imported in large quantities and 
the American market in part at reduced prices to the consumer. 

Mr. President, I do not claim that I have contributed anything ney 
to the Senate or the country in what I have said on this dry, everlant 
ing, and always important subject of taxation. It has exhausted the 
capacity, ingenuity, and learning of every civilized country jy the 
world, and it confronts us to-day with all its old difficulties, |; ;. : 
problem incapable of final solution and settlement. In the very y ae 
of its subject-matter and the everchanging laws and causes always o., 
erating upon any legislation, it is beyond human power to produce any 
system of tariff laws that approaches perfection. But in my hum), 
judgment there is not to be found in the past legislation of any (yp. 
gress upon the subject of taxation anything that equals the bill bejy. 
the Senate in the audacity of its exactions. 

The Acting Secretary read the item from lines 547 to 549, as follows 
Iron or steel T-rails, weighing not over twenty-five pounds to the yard. q) 
iron or steel flat rails, punched, nine-tenths of 1 cent per pound. ' Pe 

Mr. BAYARD. I move to strike out ‘‘nine,’’ and insert “‘ seyey 
on line 548, so as to read “‘seven-tenths of 1 cent per pound.”’ 

Mr. VANCE. That is an unenumerated class in the present tay) 
law; it is new altogether; and by striking out the whole section t}) 
article there enumerated will be remitted to the schedule of seve 
tenths of acent per pound on rails, iron orsteel. I think the whole clans 
might as well go out. 

Mr. SHERMAN. The Senator from North Carolina is entirely yy). 
taken. This bill supercedes and is a repeal of the old tariff Jay 
will find in the beginning of the section that this title entirely tak, 
the place of the old title ; it is repealed by this. 

Mr. VANCE. I understand that the item of iron or steel T-raj)s 
weighing below twenty-five pounds to the yard is not mentioned at 
in any tariff law ; it is a new enumeration here, and it would be coy 
ered by the section which taxes iron and steel rails. 

Mr.SHERMAN. TheSenatorismistaken. Because ther 
a tax on rails weighing more than a certain number of poun 
yard; this is necessary to provide for the rate of tax on those weig 
less. I think that the rate proposed is much lower than 2 propor 
ate rate. The rate proposed of seven-tenths of a cent a pound 
not be in just proportion to the other rates in the bill. 

Mr. BAYARD. The practical figures to be reached by m 
ment are these: If the amendment I propose is adopted the ¢ 
be $15.68 per ton upon that which can be bought in England | 
than $20; so that the tax in proportion in ad valorem is rath 
per cent. 

Mr. MORRILL. I ask the Senator from Delaware to see thi 
ence in the value of this. This is fora smaller kind of iron, and 
als to be more finished than the otheriron. This has to be pu 
If he would say eight-tenths of a cent a pound I would not object 

Mr. BAYARD. Thad not the advantage of the attention of my | 
from Vermont when I stated, and so I will repeat that the tax, as) 
posed now by me, would be equal to $15.68 per ton upon anarticlet 
can be bought in Liverpool for $20 or less, so that the ad valorem prop 
tion is over 75 per cent. Now, the Senate has been pleased to make t 
clause on lines 527, 528, and 529 read: 

Steel railway bars and railway bars made in part of steel, weighing » 
twenty-five pounds to the yard, seven-tenths of 1 cent per pound. 

Mr. MORRILL. I know they have, but this is a more exper 
article; it is of a lighter kind, and it is more finished. I think | 
should be at least one mill a pound difference. 

Mr. BAYARD. I believe I am justified in stating that which | 
that you can buy these rails in Liverpool to-day for less than >2)) 0 
board, and the duty now proposed is $15.68 per ton, which is an al ys 
lorem protection of over 75 per cent.; and I submit on those tice 
there ought to be no hesitancy in adopting the amendment. 

Mr. ALLISON. Mr. President, I do not know what value is to 
attached to the report of the Tariff Commission upon this question hut 
they recommended us to make this duty 1 and two-tenths cents | 
pound, and we took the liberty in the Committee on Finance of tec 
ing it to nine-tenths of a cent. 

Mr. MORRILL. And they also told us we had got it too low 
it would not do to put it at less than 1 and two-tenths cents per poun! 

Mr. ALLISON. I fear we may get this lower than we should ho 
it, to correspond with the remainder of the bill. I think if the Senat: 
from Delaware would make the rate eight-tenths of a cent we shou 
then reduce it four-tenths of a cent from the amount proposed hy t) 
Tariff Commission, and they certainly must have had some relation 
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facture and home competition. 


The so-called reductions are ingenious devices to mislead the people | 
and silence their complaints against oppressive and intolerable taxation. | 


The classification of dutiable articles are all made in the interest of the 
protected manufacturer and against the consumer. As a rule the re- 







the remainder of this entire schedule of metals. 

Mr. BAYARD. [really can not see why there should be a discr™ 
ination and an advance of 10 per cent. per pound duty between soc 
| railway bars and railway bars made in part of steel weighing mor 
‘than twenty-five pounds to the yard. and iron or steel rails weight 






































| 
not over twenty-five pounds to the yard and iron or steel flat rails | 
punched. Why should there be a difference in duty between these | 
two articles, the same in their general nature? 
Mr. MORRILL. Because it takes twice as much labor to make a ton 
as of the other. 

Mr. BAYARD. ‘That is so extravagant a remark that I am surprised 
at my friend from Vermont. 

Mr. MORRILL. It takes a good deal more, at all events. 
Mr. BAYARD. There is no such thing as twice as much labor. It 
is very infinitesimal difference, if there is any at all. 

Mr. MORRILL. It will be obvious to everybody that a rail which 
weighs seventy or fifty-six pounds to the yard will require a very much 
less amount of labor to make it than a rail weighing a third or half as 
much. There is no doubt about it at all. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The question is on the amendment | 
of the Senator from Delaware [Mr. BAYARD]. 
Mr. MORRILL called for the yeas and nays. 

The yeas and nays were ordered, and the Principal Legislative Clerk 
proceeded to call the roll. 

Mr. DAVIS, of West Virginia (when his name was called). I am 
aired with the Senator from Minnesota [Mr. WinpDoM]. 

Mr. GARLAND (when his name was called). I am paired with the 
Senator from Vermont [Mr. EpMuNDs]. I should vote ‘‘yea”’ if he 
were here. 

Mr. JONAS (when his name was called). I am paired with the 
Senator from New Jersey [Mr. MCPHERSON. ] 

Mr. MITCHELL (when his name was called). I am paired with the 
Senator from Virginia [Mr. JoHNston]. If he were present, I should 
vote “‘nay.’’ 

Mr. SAULSBURY (when his name was called). I am paired with 
the Senator from Michigan [Mr. Ferry]. If he were here, I should 
vote ‘yea.”’ 

Mr. SLATER (when his name was called). I am paired with the 
Senator from Massachusetts [Mr. IfoAr]. If he were here, I should 
vote ‘‘ yea.”? 

Mr. VEST (when his name was called). I am paired with the Sen- 
ator from Kansas [Mr. PLUMB]. 

Mr. WILLIAMS (when his name was called). I have been paired 
with the Senator from Nebraska [Mr. SAUNDERS]. But I have trans- 
ferred my pair to the Senator from Nevada [Mr. Farr]. Therefore I 
vote ‘‘yea.’’ 

The roll-call was concluded. 

Mr. GROOME. Iam paired with the Senator from New York [ Mr. | 
MILLER] who is temporarily absent fromthe Chamber. But for that, 
I should vote ‘‘yea.’’ 

Mr. PENDLETON. I am paired upon this vote with the Senator 
from New Jersey [Mr. SEWELL]. 

Mr. FARLEY. I am paired with my colleague [Mr. MrI_ver, of | 
California]. If he were present, I should vote ‘‘yea.”’ 

The result was announced—yeas 24, nays 26; as follows: 
YEAS—24. 
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The PRESIDING OFFICER. Does the Chair hear objection to the 
amendment being entertained ? 

Mr. CONGER. I understood there was objection 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Chair hears no objection, and the 


| amendment will be received. 


Mr. CONGER. The object of this amendment is to place the same 
duty on charcoal-iron of like kinds and forms and sizes as upon the low 


| grades of steel. It is understood and admitted by all that the price of 


charcoal-iron is about the same for the classes mentioned here as for 
steel. There are in the forest lands of the Western and Northwestern 
States a large number of charcoal furnaces producing charcoal-iron 
Without this amendment charcoal-iron, which is worth from $2 to $6 a 
ton more than the other kind of iron to which this clause would apply, 
is protected by fur less duty than other iron 

Gentlemen have stated upon the floor this morning, especially the 
Senator from Georgia [Mr. Brown ], the difference between « harcoal 
iron and other iron, and I need not take any time to dwell upon that 

There arescattered through the wood regions of Michigan, perhaps of 
Wisconsin, of Ohio, and of other States in the Northwest. v« ry many 
of these industries where charcoal furnaces for the manufacture of chat 
coal-iron have been established near large tracts of forest where there 
are a very large numberof people engaged in the manufacture of char 
coal for the furnaces. Settlers in that region are burning charcoal to 
supply the furnaces where iron ore is brought from the iron regions ot 
the woods near the charcoal. Charcoal isa materialwhich can not be 
transported to any great distance, and the ore is transported to the chat 
coal region and there manutactured. It isan industry which deserves 
this protection, and charcoal-burners all over the country have peti 
tioned thata corresponding rate of duty may be imposed upon it 

Mr. MORRILL. I merely desire to say that there is no possible y 
that [am aware of that charcoal-iron can be distinguished from am 
other iron. I am aware that Norway iron is chareoal-iron, and is worth 


more than twice as much as the ordinary iron It there was any pra 
] 


tical and legitimate way of putting a dut pon it so as to inerease the 
rate upon that which is made merely trom cha coal, I should have no 
objection; but there is no possible way that [am aware of by which 
the difference betwee » charcoal and « ul ire ean be distingul hed, and 
yet I know that Swedish iron is worth more than twice a has the 
ordinary English iron and more than twit much as what is ealled 
English retined tren. 

Mr. PLATT. Ishould like to vote understandingly on this matte 
and therefore I ask for information what the effect of this amendment 
will be as to the duty upon Swedish iron? [ ask the question forth 
reason: New England manutieturers ha to take iron in the secon 
or third stage of manufacture Chey desire that there shall be a fia 
protection on the earlier ‘ f manufacture; but, Lund 

| it, there is really no iron in this cou | comes in competition 
Swedish iron, which is very h i-] | m: and I see no rea 
the duty on Swedish iron should be 1 d above that proposed by t] 

| bill re ported by the committ« | rnot | that this does it, but 
I ask for information 

Mr. ALLISON. All Swed ‘ charcoal-iro 

Mr. PLATT. Then it would rai bat uu to the same duty which 
we impose on steel. It would be an advance in the rate of duty o1 
Swedish iron, would it not‘ 

Mr. ANTHONY. Of course it would 

Mr. CONGER. | think it will a tonish th iron-men ot the cou 
to learn that the chairman of the Committee on Finance makes ian o! 















Barrow, Cockrell, Harris, Morgan, 
Bayard, Coke, Ingalls, bs Pugh, 
Beck, George, Jackson, Ransom, 
Butler, Gorman, Jones of Florida, Vance, | 
Call, Grover, Lamar, Walker, 
Camden, Hampton, Maxey, Williams 
NAYS—26, 
Aldrich, Chilcott, Hill, Platt, 
Allison, Conger, Jones of Nevada, Rollins, 
Anthony, Dawes, Lapham, Sawyer, 
Blair, Frye, Logan, Sherman, 
Brown, Hale, McDill, Voorhees, 
Cameron of Pa., Harrison, MeMillan, 
Cameron of Wis., Hawley, Morrill, 
ABSENT—26. 
Davis of Il., Groome, Miller of Cal., Sewell, 
Davisof W. Va., Hoar, Miller of N. Y., Slater, 
Edmunds, Johnston, Mitchell, Van Wyck, 
Fair, Jonas, Pendleton, Vest, 
Farley, Kellogg, Plumb, Windom, 
Ferry, McPherson, Saulsbury, 
Garland, Mahone, Saunders, 


So the amendment was rejected. 

Mr. CONGER. I offer the following amendment to come in at the 
end of line 546. 

Mr. MORRILL. We have gone by that. 

Mr. CONGER. I was not aware that it was passed, and I have been | 
waiting to introduce the amendment. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. If the Chair hears no objection, the | 
amendment will be entertained and read. 

Mr. MORRILL. I think we had better go on. 

Mr. BECK. I desire to hear the amendment read. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. It will be read. 

The ACTING SECRETARY. At the end of line 546 it is proposed by | 
the Senator from Michigan [Mr. CONGER] to insert: 

And provided further, That all iron bars, blooms, billets, or sizes or shapes of 


ony, tine manufactured with charcoal as fuel, shall be subject to the same duty 
4s is imposed upon like sizes or shapes of stee! of the same value. 


jection to imposing a duty because a man can not tell the differen: 
tween one material and another, or that that should be considered a 
reason. “There is not one man in this body who ean tell the difl re 
between the highe st erade of Swede iron and the lowest grade of Penn 
sylvania iron of the same shape and make. There are not-ten men: 


| this floor who can tell the ditterence between the coarsest iron end thy 
best bar-steel. They would not know it And yet we are mal l 
ferent rates of duty for different kinds of iron according to shape, fi 
different kinds of steel according to quality. 
I may say here that it is not true that the great bulk of th on is 
| charcoal-iron. <A large portion of it is, and that is worth double the 


| same kind of iron made from common coal, and it is a matter of com 


mon purchase and sale all over the United States. Charcoal-iron and 
other kinds of iron are bought in the market. It is just as easy to 
find out whether it is charcoal-iron as it is to find out whether it is 
steel, or any other kind of iron. 

The sworn invoices are the basis of duty, and they contain the name 
and quality of the material. If there is fraud in the invoices, it can 
be ascertained from the places where the goods are invoiced what that 
frartd is, if there is fraud in description. Lesides that, we have experts 
in all the custom-houses whose special duty it is to determine the qual 
ity and value of the materials imported. Now, if a very great interest 
in this country is to be sacrificed on the mere theory that on looking at 
the outside of a bundle or on any reasonable examination of the article 
we can not tell what it is, we may as well give up all discriminations 
in the kinds of material upon which duties are laid. 

I do not claim that the great body of iron-workers in the United States 


| are charcoal-iron men. Tam not speaking for that great class of men 
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who, by their association and by their power, and by the diffusion of 
their work all over this country, are able to protect themselves here or 
anywhere, but I am speaking in behalf of a class of men who go into 
the forests and with their own strong arms cut the tree and make the 
wood and burn the charcoal, poor, obscure, dark-faced men, 10,000 of 
them in my own State, or 10,000 counting the families to be sup- 
ported. Their labor and the success of the manufacture of chareoal- 
iron depend upon a reasonable measure of protection. Their labor fur- 
nishes the best iron that is made in the United States, and we have the 
best material for making it. 
country there would be charcoal-iron made in greater quantities than 
iron from other kinds of coal to-day. In some kinds of manufacture 
charcoal-iron is an absolute necessity. If our suspension bridges, all 
those works in which the purity and tension of iron is important, were 
really made of chareoal-iron, the thousands of accidents, the hundreds 
of deaths that occur for lack of good material in iron would be avoided. 

I ask this simply as a measure of justice to an important branch of 
industry in the United States. 
States, wherever there are forests from which the charcoal can be made, 
and I hope at least this measure, in justice, will be given to thisinterest, 
which is now left with the common iron of the country, with the poor- 
est grade of iron in the land, no more protected, and yet in many in- 
stances it isworth double. It is worth as much, as I said before, as the 
grades of steel with which it is compared here, and on which the same 
duty is to be raised by my amendment, and it can be ascertained. Those 
interested in this manutacture have already shown to the Committee on 
Finance how charcoal-iron can be ascertained, how there can be no frauds 
on the Government. If it is not ascertained to be charcoal-iron, there 
is no increased duty; if it can not be shown to be charcoal-iron, then 
no one suffers except the charcoal-iron men themselves. If the propo- 
sition is correct, it can do no damage. If iron can not be proved to be 
chareoal-iron, the affirmative of the proof being on those who introduce 
it as charcoal-iron, then no one suffers. 

Mr. MORRILL. Mr. President, there is not only objection to the 
manner of computing the duty proposed, but there is objection to plac- 
ing the same duty upon any iron that is put upon the most valuable 
steel. The proposition of the Senator from Michigan is to place this as 
high as any duty we place on steel, even cast-steel. Take iron wire, 
which is made with charcoal, or take bars; of course we do not want to 
put any such extravagant duty as that proposed by the Senator from 
Michigan. If the Senator would reduce his amendment to some sys- 
tem, some rate, and specifically name what he proposes for this iron so 
as not to embarrass anything else, there would be far less objection to 
it; but basing it entirely upon steel, the most costly article there is 
among these metals, taking cast-steel as wellas Bessemer, it does seem 
to me that it is entirely untenable. The very article from which the 
best steel is made is Norway iron. Therefore there should be a little 
difference between Norway iron and steel made from Norway iron. 

Mr. ALDRICH. I was about to suggest to the Senator from Michi- 
gan that the amendment as presented by him is surrounded by a great 
many difficulties. Steel, under the bill as it now stands, pays two dif- 
ferent rates of duty. Cast-steel below 5 cents a pound in value—and 
most of this -iron would be below 5 cents in value—pays 1} cents a 
pound. All other forms and processes of steel were fixed yesterday by 
the Senate on motion of the Senator from Georgia [Mr. Brown] at 1 
cent a pound between 2 and 5 cents in value, and one-half cent a pound 
below 2 cents. The amendment of the Senator from Michigan says 
charcoal-iron shall pay the same rates as steel. Which kind of steel? 
If it was Bessemer steel, it would reduce the rate provided in this bill 
for iron; if it was cast-steel, it would increase the rate largely. 
|} Mr. PLATT. 1 suggest to the Senator whether he will not withhold 
his amendment until we reach page 34, where the ‘ 
schedule comes in; and in the mean time we shall have an opportunity 
to look at it 
tected, I should bé very glad to assist the Senator in getting some pro- 
tection for them, but I want to see the operation of this amendment and 
know what it does 

Mr. CONGER. For the purpose of attempting to give opportunity 
for information on this subject, I have no objection to acceding to that 
suggestion; but if the ohjection is that charcoal-iron is of such a kind 
and character that it can not be detected and it can not have a place any- 
where in the bill, it might as well be disposed of at one time as another. 
| will withdraw the amendment and wait till we come to the steel 
schedule. 

Mr, CAMERON, of Pennsylvania. I hope the Senator will permit 
me to make a suggestion that he let this go over till we come to the 
steel schedule. 

Mr. CONGER. That is what I have agreed to do. 

Mr. MAXEY. Inthe item now under consideration, beginning with 
line 547, Imove thatthe word ‘‘ nine,’’ in line 548, be stricken out and 
“eight” inserted; so as to make the clause read: 

lron or steel T-rails not weighing over twenty-five pounds to the yard, and 
fron or steel flat rails, punched, eight-tenths of 1 cent per pound. 


I will give my reasons in a very few words for the amendment I pro- 
The day before yesterday the Senate by a decisive vote agreed 


pose. 
to reduce the duty on ‘‘steel railway bars, and railway bars made in part 


If there were forests enough all over the | 


That industry extends through many | 


crucible cast-steel’’ | 


Ifthe charcoal-iron manuteturers are not properly pro- | 
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| of steel, weighing more than twenty-five pounds to the yard,”’ to s 
, tenths of 1 cent per pound. That is on steel rails weighing mor. thar 
| twenty-five pounds to the yard. That makes a tax of $15.68 4 on 
| This morning the Senator from Delaware offered a proposition to Ae 
the tax on *‘ iron or steel T-rails weighing not over twenty-five pounds 
to the yard, and iron or steel flat rails, punched,” to seven-tenths 1 
per cent per pound, it now standing at nine-tenths of a cent in t)yo bill 
| and that amendment was voted down. Having given a tax of $15). 
per ton in the other case, this tax per ton as it now stands in the })))) 
$20.16. 
I now propose to put that at eight-tenths of a cent a pound, \| 
| makes it a tax of $17.92perton. Mr. Oliver, who is certainly the yy. 
capable man of the commission on the subject of iron and ste! < 
that $17.92 per ton will be prohibitory in effect except to the (5), 
States at certain periods and to the Pacitie seaboard, where the treju)y;- 
from Liverpool are less than they are to our Atlantic seaboard yoy 
| Very well; the tax as it stands in the bill is $20.16 per ton for that « 


ch 





of bars, which is an absolute prohibition, and there can be, in my jy. 

| ment, no reason forthat. Putting it at $16.92 per ton gives an inen . 

| of $2.24 over what we have already agreed upon for the rails weiv), 
more than twenty-five pounds to the yard. Now, to makea differey) 

| of $2.24 in the cost price of the rails weighing less than twenty-tiy. 

| pounds to the yard and of those weighing more will more thay ), 

| largely more than pay, the difference in the labor. 

Mr. MORRILL. I will say to the Senator from Texas that | » 
when the Senator from Delaware was on the floor to accept eight-tey: 
of a cent in this clause, and I will therefore not resist the amend nye. 

| Mr. MAXEY. I should like to state an additional reason (\y | 

| These Bessemer-steel people are to-day protected by patent, and \«) 
propose to doubly protect them by a patent and a prohibitory tax, | 

| of course is wrong. While I believe that eight-tenths of a cent a pou 

| is too much, the sense of the Senate having been taken on seven-tent). 

| and we having been defeated on that, I take as the next best and on 

| thing to do eight-tenths of a centapound. I ask to have a vote on: 
amendment. 

Mr. MORRILL. I make no objection. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The question is on the amendy 
of the Senator from Texas [Mr. MAXxry] to strike out ‘* nine,” 

| 548, and insert ‘‘eight;’’ so as to read: 

Iron or steel T-rails, weighing not over twenty-five pounds to the 

| iron or steel flat rails, punched, eight-tenths of 1 cent per pound. 

The amendment was agreed to. 

Mr. MORRILL. Now, agreeably to my promise, I move to a 
the next paragraph to reduce ‘1 and one-half of 1 cent per po 
to ‘land one-tenth of 1 cent per pound.’? I should not pl: 
low, but we have placed all the other articles in this schedul 
that I am willing to have this placed at this lower rate. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The Secretary will first 1 
clause. 

The Acting Secretary read lines 550, 551, 552, and 553, as fo! 

Round iron in coils or rods, less than seven-sixteenths of one inch in: 
and bars orshapes of rolled iron not specially enumerated or provided ! 
act, 1 and one-half of 1 cent per ened 4 

Mr. MORRILL. I-move to strike out, in line 553, the word 
half’? and insert ‘*one-tenth.’’ 

Mr. VAN WYCK. I desire to ask the chairman of the Co 
on Finance whether the rods referred to here are the rods used in} 
ing barbed wire ? 

Mr. MORRILL. They are not. 
Mr. MAXEY. Before a vote is taken I ask whether the round 
iron here described is the kind of iron out of which barbed wire is mac 

Mr. MORRILL. It is not. 

The amendment was agreed to. 

Lines 554, 555, 556, and 557 were read, as follows: 

Armor or other plate, iron or steel, or combination of iron and stcc!,| 
or unfinished, not less than one and a half inches thick, 1 and one-l 
cent per pound, 

| Mr. BECK. I move to strike that out altogether. The Tari) 
mission made it 2} cents, and we madeit1}. Itisan entire new clos! 
cation; there is no industry in this country, as I understand, that is e- 
tablished now producing this armor; and it seems to be a thing to: 
| the United States, if hereafter it shall undertake to make this class 0! 
‘armor. My colleague says somebody desires to do so and wants t!) 
| put in in advance, ; 
Mr. MORRILL. Ithinkthe Senator from Kentucky had better «!!ow 
| this to remain as reported by the committee. I am satisfied that «ny 
| rate of duty ad valorem that may be fixed will be more than 1) cents: 
pound, 

Mr. BECK. I believe the rate is reasonable. I agree to it. — 
Mr. MORRILL. I think, therefore, you had better allow it to | 
main as the committee have placed it. The article is worth 10 or |” 

cents a pound. 

Mr. BECK. Very well. 
the clause will hurt much. = 

The next paragraph, from line 558 to line 571, was read, as fo!!os 
Boiler, or other plate iron, sheared or unsheared, skelp-iron, sheared or 1 sled 
in grooves, and sheet-iron, common or black, thinner than one inch and one 


; 


K 


I withdraw my objection. I do not think 
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half, and not thinner than No. 20 wire gauge, 1 and three-tenths of 1 cent. per 
ound; thinner than No. 20 boned ges and not thinner than No. 25 wire gauge, 
Pvid one-half of 1 cent, per pound ; thinner than No. 25 wire gauge, and not thin- 
orthan No. 29 wire gauge, | and seven-tenths of 1 cent per pound; thinner than 
No 29 wire gauge, and all iron commercially known as common or black tag- 
gers’ iron, whe er put up in boxesor bundles or not, 1 and eight-tenths of l cent 
per pound. 
Mr. BECK. Mr. President, that classification in my opinion ought 
to be changed and the duties ought to be largely reduced. Forexample, 
boiler or other plate in the present tariff is 1 and one-fourth of 1 cent 
per pound; that ought to be a separate paragraph standing just as it is | 
sow in the present tariff law. Perhaps for some class of boiler and 
plate iron 1{ cents per pound is not too much. I am not advised as 
to that. As to the other, ‘‘sheared or unsheared, skelp-iron, sheared 
or rolled in grooves,’’ I have not examined the Revised Statutes, and 
don’t know, but that language is not in the comparative table that is 
furnished us. I don’t think these words are in the existing law. 
sheet-iron ought to be in a different classification. I do not see why 
oiler and sheet iron are thrown together, boiler-iron being provided in 
a separate classification at 1} cents. I suggest, then, the different quali- 
ties of sheet-iron ought to stand by themselves. Senators will observe, 
beginning at line 559, the language is: 
Sheet-iron, common or black, thinner than one inch and one-half, and not 
thinner than No. 20 wire gauge, land three-tenths of 1 cent per pound; thinner 
than No. 20 wire gauge, and not thinner than No. 25 wire gauge, 1 and one-half 


of Leent per pound; thinner than No. 25 wire gange, and not thinner than No. 
29 wire gauge, l and seven-tenths of | cent per pound, 


The present classification is, first, not thinner than 20 wire gauge; 
second, not thinner than 25, and the third, thinner than 25, without 
any limitation as to 29. That is the present law. The proposed bill 
stops at 29, and thenincreases dutiesabove 29. It is an increase of all 
under 29, if there is any of that sort. All that is known as tagger- 
iron swell up to 1.8, adding $2.24 a ton to that over 29, which is not 
provided for in the present law, 25 being the minimum. It stops at 
29 at 1.7, and then classes that as tagger-iron. 

I will state what the price current shows. I do not want to repeat 
what I said this morning in regard to this classification; but I will state 
the facts as presented in the bulletin of the Iron and Metal Exchange 
Company, which I read from this morning. It is, I repeat, the organ 
of the iron and steel corporations of the country and is very high in au- 
thority. In the bulletin of the 19th of January, 1883, giving, as I said, 
all the markets of this country and the British markets, they say that 
sheet-iron No. 20, and not thicker, sells for £315s. per ton. That is, 
the best bar-iron not less than one-half inch diameter sells tor £7 10s. ; 
the best sheet-iron, No. 20 wire gauge, sells for $6 per ton more than 
the bar-iron not less than half an inch in thickness. 

it will be observed that the proposition of the committee was to make 
the bar-iron, which costs $35.75 per ton, 1 cent a pound. We have 
made it by the amendment of the Senator from Georgia about nine- 
tenths of a cent a pound or $20 a ton, within a fraction of it; yet, al- 
though the sheet-iron not thicker than No. 20 costs free on board but 
$6 a ton more, the proposition of the committee is to add on an article 
that costs $6 a ton more $8.95 more duty per ton. 

In other words, to make myself understood, bar-iron costing $35.75 
corresponds exactly with the sheet-iron which costs $41.75; the sheet- 
iron being only $6 per ton more, the proposition is to make the bar-iron 
pay $22.40 per ton, while sheet-iron is to pay $29.20 per ton, or $8.96 
increase, because of the increase in the original price of $6. Thats a 
monstrous proposition. There can be no doubt as to the correctness of 
the prices I read from, the official tables vouched for by the iron-men 
themselves, in the bulletin issued by them as their organ, showing the 
prices current. Why there should be $8.96 of duty added because of an 
increase of price of $6 Iam utterly unable to understand. We have 
reduced the duty on bar-iron of that quality to $20aton. I propose 
now to make the duty on sheet-iron, which costs $6 per ton more, $22.40 
« ton or 1 cent a pound, and to strike out the three-tenths of a cent now 
in the bill. "That corresponds exactly to what the Senate did in regard 
'o bar-iron, taking the prices into consideratién. 

Mr. HARRIS. Are the forms all of uniform thickness? 
_ Mr. BECK. I want to explain a little further in that regard. The 
‘inst proposition is to make it 1 cent a pound, that is as high as half-inch 
bar-iron. Then it is agreed that from No. 21 to 25 there are 10 shil- 
lings or $2.50 increase in each wire gauge number. The same class of 
sheet iron, No. 20, which costs $41.75, up to 25 costs $7.50extra. That 


Mr. BECK. Iam comparing it with the duties imposed upon the 
goods free on board at Liverpool. 

Mr. ALDRICH. I am taking it for granted that the relative prices 
in New York and Liverpool are about the same. 

Mr. BECK. I presume that the New York price contains freigh 
commissions, profits, and everything else. 

Mr. ALDRICH. In both cases, of course. 

Mr. BECK. The bulletin from which I read is the official bulletin 
of all the iron and steel companies. This bulletin of the 19th of Janu- 
ary gives the price free on board at Liverpool upon which we are im- 
posing the duty, both of the bar-iron and the sheet-iron, and there is 
only $6 difference per ton between the two. 

Mr. ALDRICH. If the Senator will allow me to finish my state- 
ment I will say that I know nothing about the paper from which he 
reads, but I think the Senator recognizes the authority of the New York 
Shipping List as to quotations in the markets. 1 was saying that the 
average price of bar-iron in New York is just about 3 cents a pound, 
ranging from 2.6 to 2.3, while the average price of sheet-iron from No. 
10 to No. 28 is about 44 cents, ranging from 4 cents at No. 10 to 5 cents 
for No. 28, showing a difference from bar-iron of a cent and a half a 
pound, or $33.60 a ton, instead of $8 a ton, as suggested by the Senator 
from Kentucky. 

Mr. BECK. I will ask the Senator from Rhode Island if there is 
any reason to doubt the accuracy of the bulletin which I hold in my 
hand? 

Mr. ALDRICH. I know nothing whatever about it; I never heard 
of it before. It may be correct, I do not know. 

Mr. BECK. It is issued by authority and is the organ of the manu 
facturing companies; the price given is about $6 per ton for sheet-iron 
not thinner than No, 20 more than on the bar-iron, the best quality of 
bar-iron, that we placed to-day at $20. 

Mr. ALDRICH. The difference between those grades in New York 
is, as I have shown, about $33 a ton. 

Mr. BECK. Each grade goes up as I have stated about 10 shillings 
as they advance trom 20 to 25 and then again from 25. I have in my 
hand a list of the agents of the lron and Metal Exchange Company, 
limited, who issue this bulletin. They are a very important body of 
men, and seem to extend all over New York, Pennsylvania, New En 
gland, and elsewhere. This is issued by their authority, I presume 

My amendment, therefore, would be to make boiler or plate iron 1 
and one-fourth of 1 cent a pound as a separate proposition. I would 
make it read: 

; Boiler or other plate iron, sheared or unsheared, ske!p-iron, sheared or rolled 
in grooves— 


‘ 
LS, 


I do not know what the last words mean— 
Land one-fourth of 1 cent per pound, 


The PRESIDENT protempore. Striking out ‘‘ 1 and three-tenths of 
1 cent,’’ in line 561? 

Mr. BECK. No; I mean that to be in a separate paragraph, so as to 
let the sheet-iron stand by itself, maintaining the classification of the 
present tariff law. I see no connection between boiler-iron and sheet- 
iron, 80 as to embody them all in one paragraph. They have not been 
so heretofore. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. Theamendment of the Senator from 
Kentucky will be reported. 

The PRINCIPAL LEGISLATIVE CLERK. In line 559, after the word 
“‘grooves,’’ it is proposed to insert ‘‘1 cent and one-fourth of 1 cent 
per pound;’’ so as to read: 

Boiler or other plate iron, sheared or unsheared, skelp-iron, sheared or rolled 
in grooves, 1 cent and one-fourth of 1 cent per pound. 

Mr. MORRILL. I trust this will not be done. The classification is 
adopted including all of these things under one schedule. The rate 
proposed by the Senator from Kentucky only reduces it half a mill, 
and I hope he will not insist upon that. It is just as well to remain 
as it is. 

While I am up allow me to say that the Committee on Finance have 
reduced all of these rates as low as they thought was proper under the 
circumstances and as low as the trade can bear. I trust there will be 
no reduction upon sheet-iron beyond what has been proposed by the 
Committee on Finance. 

Mr. BECK. Ido not observe any reduction. I observe that the 


















class ought to be taxed at 1.2 up to 25, and from 25 upward at 1.4; 
that would maintain about the exact proportion with the cost prices, 


have made a mistake in my calculation. 

Mr. ALDRICH. I hold in my hand a copy of the New York Ship- 
ping List, which is the acknowledged authority for all kinds of quo- 
tations, and I find that the average price of bar-iron in New York is 
about 3 cents a pound. 

Mr. BECK. What is it in Liverpool ? 

_ Mr. ALDRICH. I am not talking about Liverpool; I am only talk- 
ing about New York now. , 


XIV——10z 


a [ understand it, being 1 cent, 1.2, and 1.4, and the limitation as to | 
en ought to be stricken out to correspond with existinglaw. That would | 
e 48 high in proportion as we have now made the bar-iron, or else I | 


present rate of duty uponcommon sheet-iron not thinner than No. 20 
wire gauge is to-day 

Mr. MORRILL. One and one-half cents. 

Mr. BECK. One and one-fourth cents. 

Mr. MORRILL. One and one-half cents 

Mr. BECK. I beg pardon; my print is wrong if it is so. 

Mr. MORRILL. Look on the fifteenth page, at the top line 

Mr. BECK. The chairman of the committee will allow me. On 
the fifteenth page that is dealing with iron thinner than No. 20. Lam 
| speaking of iron not thinner than No. 20, which is 1} cents, and the 
| 





committee has seen fit to go above the present law and make it 1 and 
| three-tenths of 1 cent 

Mr. MORRILL. A mere fraction. 

Mr. BECK. A mere fraction, but it is an increase over existing law 
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when we are proposing to reduce, and it is making it from 60 per cent. 
up to 80 per cent. ad valorem, according to the prices that I have just 
read. One and three-tenths of a cent per pound is exactly 70 per cent. 
Under the present law it is now 56.95 per cent.; my proposition of 1 
cent makes it 54 per cent. 

Senators will observe that this is no small item. It is larger than 
all the others relative to sheet-iron put together. That is the way it 
always happens; the increases always creep in where the biggest sums 
are. If Senators will turn to their comparative tables, pages 14 and 
15, they will find that of sheet-iron, common or black, not thinner than 
No. 20 wire gauge, which is now 1 and one-fourth of 1 cent, and which 
the Committee on Finance proposes to make 1 and three-tenths of 1 
cent per pound, or an increase of half a mill, 11,441,205 pounds were 
imported, of the value of $250,438, paying a duty of $142,640, and that 
the next item is only 5,000,000 pounds, the next 2,000,000 and a frac- 
tion, and taggers’ iron, which they have increased from 30 to over 50 
per cent., rising again to four and a half millions. In other words, all 
the other gauges of iron, No. 20 and upward, are only 7,600,000 pounds. 
They have not increased them except to put a limitation on the last 
one; but taggers’ iron and No. 20 go up because there is the most money 
in them. 

The one great schedule where large amounts come in and where the 
big amount of money is they have increased, to wit, below No. 20 it 
brings in 11,411,000 pounds, and the duty paid is $142,000. Thatcor- 
responds with all the other provisions of this bill. I have never been 
able to investigate it and dissect it and get at the truth in regard to it 
that I have not found it the most carefully prepared bill, as the Sena- 
tor from Ohio said the other day it was, but it is carefully prepared in 
the interest of the men who are to pocket the money, and carefully pre- 
pared so as to increase the burdens of taxation upon the people. 

[I repeat, the tax ought to be 1 cent a pound, that is, 54 per cent., in- 
stead of making it 70 per cent., as the committee proposes, being an 
increase of about 5 or 10 per cent. ad valorem over the present rate of 
duty. I desire to say wherever those increases upon those large amounts 
come, if the Senate will examine it carefully they will find that it is 
done for a purpose, a bad purpose, so far as the people of this country 
are concerned, x 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The question is on agreeing to the 
amendment of the Senator from Kentucky, in line 559, after the word 
‘‘wrooves,’? to insert *‘1 and one-fourth of 1 cent per pound.’’ 

The amendment was agreed to. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. 
propose a further amendment? 

Mr. BECK. Yes; in line 561, after the word “‘one,’’ I move to 
strike out ‘‘and three-tenths of 1;’’ so as to read: 

And sheet-iron, common or block, thinnerthan one inch and one-half, and not 
thinner than No, 20 wire gauge, 1 cent per pound, 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The question is on agreeing to the 
amendment of the Senator from Kentucky. 

Mr. MORRILL. IL ask for the yeas and nays. 

The yeas and nays were ordered, and the Principal Legislative Clerk 
proceeded to call the roll. 

Mr. GARLAND (when his name was called). 
Senator from Vermont [Mr. EpmMuNDs]. 
vote ‘‘yea.”’ 

Mr. MITCHELL (when his name was called). 
Senator from Virginia [Mr. JoHNnsToN]. 
vote ‘nay.’ 

Mr. SAULSBURY (when his name was called). 
Senator from Michigan [Mr. Ferry ]. 
**yea.”? 

Mr. VEST (when his name was called). 
tor from Kansas [Mr. PLUMB]. 

The roll-call having been concluded, the result was announced—yeas 
28, nays 25; as follows: 


Does the Senator from Kentucky 


I am paired with the 
If he were here, I should 


Iam paired with the 
If he were present, I should 


Iam paired with the 
If he were here, I should vote 


I am paired with the Sena- 


YEAS—28. 
Barrow, Cockrell, Hampton, Pugh, 
Rayard, Coke, Harris, Ransom, 
Beck, Davis of Tl., Hoar, Slater, 
Brown, George, Jackson, Vance, 
Butler, Gorman, Lamar, Van Wyck, 
Call, Groome, Maxey, Walker, 
Camden, Grover, Morgan, Williams. 

NAYS—25. 
Aldrich, Conger, I " tt, 
Allison, Dawes, MceDill, Rollins, 
Anthony, Fk MeMillan, Sawyer, 
Blair, H n, Mahone. erman. 
Cameron of Pa., Hawley, Miller of Cal., 
Cameron of Wis., Hill, Miller of N. Y., 
Chilcott, Lapham, Morrill, 

ABSENT—23. 

Davis of W.Va. Hale, Kellogg, Saunders, 
Edmunds, Ingalls, McPherson, Sewell, 
Fair, Johnston, Mitchell, Vv 
Farley, Jonas, Pendleton, iiien 
Ferry, Jones of Florida, Plamb, Windom. 
Garland, Jones of Nevada, Saulsbury, 


So the amendment was agreed to. 





JANUARY 26. 


Mr. BECK. Inline 564 I move to strike out “ one-half” 
insert ‘‘two-tenths;’’ so as to read: 
Thinner than No. 20 wire gauge and not thinner than No. 25 w 
two-tenths of 1 cent per pound, . 
That bears precisely the same relation as the amendment just made 
The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The question is on agreeing : 
amendment of the Senator from Kentucky. 
The amendment was agreed to. 
Mr. BECK. In lines 566 and 567 I move to strike out “ 
tenths’’ and to insert ‘‘ four-tenths;’’ so as to read: 
Thinner than No, 25 wire gauge and not thinner than No. 29 wire gauge, | an 
four-tenths of 1 cent per pound. 
This is precisely the same relation as the preceding amendments 
Mr. MORRILL. I thinkif the Senator from Kentucky wants to pre 
serve the symmetry of his amendments he should put the rate a: 
and five-tenths or one and one-half. 
Mr. BECK. One and four-tenths bears exactly the same relation as 
the others. 
Mr. MORRILL. But this is going constantly into a grade that \, 
much more expensive; as it grows thinner it is much more expensi\, 
Mr. HOAR. I suggest to the Senator to make it one-half. 
The PRESIDENT pro tempore. Does the Senator from Kentucky 
accept the suggestion of the Senator from Massachusetts? 
Mr. BECK. Perhaps it might be as well to say ‘1 and five-tent)s 
of 1 cent.’’ 
The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The question is on agreeing to t}y 
amendment of the Senator from Kentucky as modified. 
The amendment was agreed to. 
Mr. BECK. I think in lines 565 and 566 the words “and not thip- 
ner than 29 wire-guage’’ ought to be stricken out; so as to read 
Thinner than No. 25 wire-guage, 1 and five-tenths of 1 cent per pound 


There ought to be no limitation below 25. There is none in the pres 
ent law. 1am told that very little isimported under that size. While 
1 care nothing about it particularly, I believe it ought not to be in 

Mr. MORRILL. The Senator had better let it go, for it is a more 
expensive article. 

Mr. BECK. Very well. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. Are there further amendments to {hie 
paragraph ? 

Mr. BECK. Yes. I suggest to strike out the word ‘“‘and,’’ in line 
568, and then make it a separate paragraph, and change the rate from 
1.8 cents per pound to 30 per cent. ad valorem; so as to read: 

All iron commercially known as common or black taggers’ iron, whether put 
up in boxes or bundles, or not, 30 per cent. ad valorem. 

It is now 30 per cent. ad valorem, and it is an article that ought not 
to be taxed at anything like the rate of 1.8 cents per pound. It is an 
inferior article. I have specimens of it here on my desk which | desir 
Senators to look at. Here they are. [Exhibiting.] They are only 
single rolled, the thinnest stuff, glossed on one side and not on the othe: 
They are used to make buttons; they are used by photographers; they 
are used inathousand ways. TheSenator from Connecticut [ Mr. PLarr| 
knows a great deal more about them than I do. They go into every 
little industry all over the country and in every minute way. They 
are not sheet-iron in any sense except that they are of that frail quality 
which can be used for a thousand things. Senators can look at tly 
specimens and see what they are. Under the 30 per cent. ad valorem 
we imported tagger-iron to the amount of 4,235,818 pounds, of the 
value of $117,447, and we received a revenue of $35,324, and that seems 
to me to be an enormous revenue to derive from an article of that sort 
which goes into ten thousand little things. 

I have not before me the computation. I had not time, thinking that 
we should not get further than this to-day, and intending to look it up 
to-night, and to look over the testimony taken before the commission 
Of course, it was just as much as I could do last night, ina very imper 
fect way, to look over sheet-iron and bar-iron and the other things w: 
have got together as best‘we can. I do not know what the ad valorem 
would be at 1 and eight-tenths of 1 cent per pound, but I have no 
doubt it is away up very close on to 75, 80, or nearly 100 per cent 
Perhaps other Senators know more about it than I do, but it is sate to 
say that not more than 30 per cent. ad valorem ought to be put upon 
this little article of inferior iron, the thinnest and poorest sort, w!uch 
goes into a thousand little industries. Isee the Senator from Connect! 
cut rising. I have no doubt he knows infinitely more about it than | 
do. 

Mr. PLATT. 
cent. ad valorem. 

Mr. BECK. I was not sure. 

Mr. HOAR. I have a letter here from a gentleman whom | know 
very well, who says that it isan increase of 45 per cent. ad valorem 
more than formerly, and will make a duty amounting to 75 per cen! 

Mr. BECK. I am glad the Senators from New England know more 
about it. 

Mr. PLATT. Does not that include the addition for single, rolled, 
and cold rolled? 

Mr. HOAR. I suppose it does. 
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I think this is an increase of from about 30 to 5!) per 
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Mr. SHERMAN. The computations are based on the report of the 
Tariff Commission, but the committee have already reduced the rate rec- 
ommended by them. : 

Mr. PLATT. Not on tagger-iron, I think. 

Mr. SHERMAN. I think we have. 

Mr. PLATT. I understand—I may be mistaken about it—that the 
duty of 1.8 cents is an increase over the 30 per cent. ad valorem duty 
to about 50 per cent., and then if the proviso which comes in in the sub- 
sequent clause applies to it, it increases it still more. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. What amendment does the Senator 
from Kentucky move? 

Mr. BECK. In line 568 I move to strike out the word ‘‘and,’’ and 
in line 570 to strike out the words ‘‘one and eight-tenths of one cent 
per pound’? and to insert **30 per cent. ad valorem;’’ so as to read : 

All iron commercially known as common or black tagger-iron, whether put 
upin boxes or bundles, or not, 30 per cent, ad valorem. 

That is the present law. 

Mr. MORRILL. Let me suggest to the Senator from Kentucky that 
he does not want to strike out ‘‘and.’’ That should remain. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. Why does the Senator want to strike 
out “and?” 

Mr. MORRILL. That should remain, so as to include iron thinner 
than 29. 

Mr. BECK. I desire to make it a separate paragraph, detaching it 
from sheet-iron and putting it where it properly belongs. 

Mr. MORRILL. It is sheet-iron, and nothing else. 

Mr. BECK. It is of a certain sort. I will let the word ‘and”’ 
remain, however. The main object I have is to strike out the proposed 
rate and insert the present law. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The question is on the amendment 
of the Senator from Kentucky, to strike out in lines 570 and 571 the 
words ‘‘one and eight-tenths of 1 cent per pound ”’ and to insert ‘‘ 30 
per cent. ad valorem.’’ 

The amendment was agreed to. 

The next item, from line 572 to line 574, was read, as follows: 
Polished, planished, or glanced sheet-iron or sheet-steel, by whatever name 
designated, 2} cents per pound. 

Mr. MILLER, of New York. I desire to ask, for information, of the 
chairman of the committee, whether the words used here refer only to 
what is commonly known as Russia sheet-iron ? 

Mr. MORRILL. That is the intention. 

Mr. MILLER, of New York. ThenI move to amend, in line 572, by 
inserting after the word ‘‘iron’’ the words ‘‘commercially known as 
Russia sheei-iron,’’ so that there may be no doubt about it. 

Mr. MORRILL. I will say tothe Senator trom New York that we can 
not under our treaties with all nations put in the name of any nation by 
which to designate any article, because that would be a discrimination. 
Mr. MILLER, of New York. I understand that while the word 
“Russia” is the name of a nation it may be used as the name of an 
article in commerce, and if it were made in this country it would still 
be called Russia sheet-iron; if it were made in France or Germany it 
would still be commercially known as Russia sheet-iron; and I doubt 
whether any treaty would prevent the use of a word which has been 
used popularly in this way for the past century. 

Mr. MORRILL. We had long lawsuits in New York and contests 
here in relation to Russia hemp. I desire to say to the Senator from 
New York that the language in the bill sufficiently covers it. It is 
polished iron and can not be anything else. 

Mr. BECK. The District committees have violated that law very 
often in paving the streets, for we have voted for Belgian-block pave- 
ments a dozen times since I have been here. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. Does the Senator from New York in- 
sist on his amendment ? 

Mr. MILLER, of New York. Yes, sir. 

Mr. PLATT. I should like to inquire of the Senator from New York 
whether there is really any necessity for hisamendment? The language 
of the present law is ‘‘crude or polished sheet-iron, by whatever name 
(lesignated ;’ and I understand there has been no difficulty about the 
classification at the Department. 

Mr. MILLER, of New York. If it is generally thought by Senators 
who understand this matter that it is unnecessary, I will withdraw 
the amendment; but there have been a great many misunderstandings 
of the present tariff, and a great many decisions which have brought 
xbout great trouble because of the misunderstandings of terms. If it 
is thought, however, by Senators that it is not necessary, I will with- 
‘raw it, and this debate will go on record to show what was meant by 
the Senate in passing the clause as it stands. 
wy The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The amendment of the Senator from 
‘ew York is withdrawn. 

Mr. HOAR. In line 573 I move to strike out the words ‘and one- 
half,” so as to make the duty 2 cents per pound. 

Mr. MORRILL. I hope that will not be done. 

- HOAR. I understand that there has been for a great many 
years but one concern in this country that makes anything which ap- 
proaches this Russia sheet-iron, and that it is a very imperfect: imita 
tion; that they make sometimes an appearance of it, but it has not the 


malleable qualities and not the polish, so much so that a great n 


of our manufacturers are obliged to use the Russia sheet-iron at wha 
ever cost. These men have a patent, and theduty has been maintained 
as itis now being maintained, in the interest of one single cor 
which has tailed to make the true article. 

Mr. MORRILL. I think the Senator from Massachusetts is decid 
edly mistaken. The article produced here sells inthe market within 1 
cents or 1 cent a pound of the Russian ware, and it is a very handsom 
smooth article. The American article sells at from 9} to 11 cents a 
pound, while the Russian article sells perhaps at from 11 to 12 cents a 
pound. 

Mr. HOAR. The Russian article is imported by certain contract 
dealers because their customers must haveit, as there is nothing in this 
country which answers the purpose of it, without any profit or with 
very small profit. Thatis the reason of the price of the American im 
itation being able to go up so near the value of the true artick lL have 
very thorough information from a person whom I personally know. Ido 
not wish to detain the Senate on the subject, but there is a petition on file 
of metal dealers and stove manufacturers for a reduction of duty on 





Russia sheet-iron. There is butone manufactory in this country of any 
sheet-iron imitating that imported from Russia. I think there are two 
firms of the name of Wood, one in Pittsburgh and one in Philadelphia 
the one a branch, I suppose, of the other. They are protected by n 


merous patents and by every new patent which comes out I have the 
full statistics of the cost of Russia sheet-iron compared with the selling 
price. This letter is from the Russian consul in Boston, a gentleman 
whom I personally know and for whose statement I vouch as to his 
thorough information, his accuracy, and his integrity 

Mr. MORRILL. I desire to say that the Committee on Finance re 
duced the duty on this article from the present rate and from the rate 
proposed by the Tariff Commission. I desire toshow the Senator from 
Massachusetts two specimens, one of Russian and the other American, 
and [I ask him which iswhich. [Exhibiting.] I know which is which, 
but [ ask him if he can see any dillerence ? 

Mr. HOAR. Does the Senator Suppose Lean distinguish the ma 
ble qualities of two pieces of iron by looking at them ? Ile is @ very 
ingenious gentleman. 

Mr. MITCHELL. I think the Senator from Massachusetts must be 
somewhat mistaken in the statements that he makes here. 1 have 
some information on the subject from a gentleman who is in the city 
at the present time, and knows all about this industry. He is not a 
manufacturer, but he is here in the interest of the manufacturers, so 
that this matter shall be properly understood, and I desired to have an 
interwiew with him before this subject came up for consideratior I 
believe it is a fact that none of this iron was ever manufactured in this 
country until the year 1874. There are two manufactories, one in 
Pittsburgh and one in Philadelphia, and they are concerns of very 
great consequence to this country. 

Mr. HOAR. They are of the same name. 

Mr. MITCHELL. I believe they are of the same name They have 
reduced the price of Russia iron trom 22 cents to 10} or 11 cents at 
present, as Iam informed, and certainly 2} cents duty is a small rate 
of protection as compared to that provided for in this bill for a good 
many other industries. 

Mr. MORRILL. There is hardly any rate so low as this 

Mr. MITCHELL. There is hardly any rate, as the Senator from 
Vermont suggests, so low as this. Senators will see at a glance that it 
is only about 25 per cent. ad valorem duty. I submit, therefore, that 
in consequence of the great benefit to the country resulting from thes 
inventions, and I may say that they are American inventions, the rat 
should not be reduced below what is proposed by the Committee on 
Finance. 

Mr. HOAR. 
per cent. 

Mr. MITCHELL. I should like the Senator from Massachusetts to 
explain how that can be. 

Mr. PLATT. Thirty-nine and forty-seven one hundredths percent 
is stated in the table submitted to us. 

Mr. HOAR. That estimate is made up by a wrong statement of the 
value of the Russian ruble. I will wait until the Senator from Penn 
sylvania gets through, and then I will send to the Clerk’s desk the 
statement which I have. 

Mr. MITCHELL. I have made about all the statement I desire to 
make. The substantial facts are that the introduction of this industry 


If my friend will pardon me, the duty is more than 50 





| in this country has reduced the price of the Russia iron about one- 
| halt. which is, of course, of great conseguen 


to our people; and this 
has been done in less than ten years I submit that that industry 


ought to be sufliciently protected; and if | am mistaken as to the pet 


} 


centage, still it istrue that it is not as large a percentage as 1s frequ 


|} imposed on manufactures of so minute a character as this 


Mr. HOAR. 
consul in Boston 


The cost of the Russia iron last year was rubles 3 


I will read a statement which I have from the Russian 
He says: 


85 for ten poods delivered 


at St. Petersburg. or an exact invoice shows 500 packs, weighing poods l 
rubles 3.85, with the tion of shipping and packing charges 

Re, 19.97 } 10s 4 «. duty SS ORG. 76 

Rs, 12,067.20-— 49) (last consular and actual paid value of rubl 6.418. 82 7) 
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r cent. would be $3,209.41, showing the duty to be more than 50 per cent. 
The tables to which you refer probably show the ruble at the custom-house valu- 
ation, namely, 65.8¢., while the actual value by consular certificates and amounts 
paid make this less than 50c. The last quotation I have, 20th of December, 1882, 
the value was only 45jc. 

I wrote to the Russian consul wanting to know the reason of the dif- 
ference between his statement and that I have from the Committee on 
Finance as to the amount of the old duty. In other words, you have 
a duty exceeding 50 per cent. on this article of Russia sheet-iron, so 
much in demand for all nice iron work, the stove-pipes, the sheet-iron 
used in locomotives, the sheet-iron used in fireplaces, the funnels into 
which stoves enter, all the ornamental iron work about a house. For 
the sake of imposing upon our market an imperfect imitation, which 
does not supply and never can supply the article, after for years at- 
tempting to compete with or to imitate it, this Russian consul says there 
isa duty exceeding 50 per cent. 

Mr. MITCHELL. I am still of the opinion that the Senator is mis- 
taken in the computation. He appears to be willing toaccept Russian 
authority on this subject, but not American. 

Mr. HOAR. Though this gentleman is the Russian consul, he isan 
American merchant, known to me from his childhood, and for his ac- 
curacy and integrity I am willing to stake my reputation, whatever it 
is. No man in this country knows as much about this matter as he. 

Mr. CAMERON, of Pennsylvania. Will the Senator from Massa- 
chusetts permit me to ask him, if the American manufacture is a pure 
imitation why is it that the price of Russia sheet-iron has fallen over 
30 per cent. in the last ten years, owing to its manufacture by Ameri- 
can companies? 

Mr. HOAR. The Russian manufacture is itself a limited one; there 
are very few manufacturers there, and a certain amount goes to each 
country. It does not vary with the commercial needs or demands. As 
this gentleman says in another part of his letter, it isso much of a 
necessity for the persons who use it, who must have it, that the import- 
ers import it for their customers without profit. 

Mr. CAMERON, of Pennsylvania. Then how can it supply the Amer- 
ican demand ? Does it not grow with the wants of the world? 

Mr. HOAR. What do you want to put a duty on it for? 

Mr. CAMERON, of Pennsylvania. Because we make just as good 
sheet-iron of this character in America as they make in Russia. 

Mr. MORRILL. 1 desire to call the attention of the Senator from 
Massachusetts to the recorded facts. Here is the statement from the 
Treasury Department showing precisely the amount that was intro- 
duced and the value of it, and therefore the statement of the consul at 
Boston is not worth the paper upon which it is written. Here are the 
facts as to the amount imported and the duty collected, showing that 
it is no such rate as represented by the consul. 

Mr. HOAR. What is the value of the ruble given there? 

Mr. MORRILL. 1 do not care what the value of it is. 

Mr. HOAR. It depends on that. 

Mr. MORRILL. It depends on what we havereceived. The truth is 
that we have reduced the price of this article largely, but not so much 
as one-half, for 1 know all about it. We have reduced it trom $16 or 
$17 a ton now to $11 or $12, and the duty thatis proposed by the pres- 
ent bill is less than the existing rate upon it and is less than that pro- 
posed by the Tariff Commission. 

Mr. CAMERON, of Wisconsin. What is the present duty ? 

Mr. MORRILL. Three cents a pound. 

Mr. CAMERON, of Wisconsin. How long has it been 3 cents a 
pound? 

Mr. MORRILL. Some considerable time. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The question is on the amendment 
of the Senatorfrom Massachusetts, in line 573, to strike out ‘‘and one- 
half,’ after ‘‘ two.”’ 

Mr. MORRILL. I ask for the yeas and nays. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 

Mr. BAYARD. There is no doubt about the fact that this article 
stands to-day at 3 cents per pound lower in its ad valorem proportion 
than almost any article of iron on the list. At 3 cents per pound it 
pays but 39 per cent. as a tax, and at 2} cents it is 34 per cent., and 
that. is less than one-half the duty on pig-iron. 

Mr. HOAR. If the Senator from Delaware will personally investi- 
gate this question I shall be perfectly content to abide by his judgment 
as to the 39 per cent. 

Mr. BAYARD. I have given a great deal’of examination to this one 
thing. The tables have been furnished me; I have adozen of them 
here, and I am stating precisely the fact. The present tax upon this ar- 
ticle is 3 cents per pound, and that is equivalent to about 39.47 per 
cent. ad valorem. The committee have reduced it to 2} centsa pound, 
and that is equivalent to 34 per cent. ad valorem; and, as exhibited by 
the specimens handed by the Senator from Vermont to the Senator from 
Massachusetts, it is an article of a high degree of workmanship; a great 
deal of labor is expended upon it; it is highly advanced in the progress 
of mechanics. Why is it that we are taxing a less advanced product at 
60 per cent. and stop at taxing thisat34? I can notsee the logic of that. 

Mr. HOAR. The trouble with the Senator’s position is that they do 
not make the real article in this country. You are not protecting an 
American manulacture which accomplishes the purpose; and the Sena- 
tor’s error in regard to the matter of the percentage of the duty is in 
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taking the custom-house valuation of the Russian ruble of 65.8 cents 
instead of the actual value as stated by our consuls. That is the who). 
of it. 

Mr. BECK. In making as thorough an examination of this tariff a. 
we possibly could this was one of the items that I thought we gaye 
more consideration to than anyother. I got specimens of the Russia 
iron and specimens of the iron they were making in Pittsburgh. x, 
the Senator from Delaware states, this duty is only 39.4 per cent., and 
we have reduced it down to 34. Urgent appeals were made and very 
many reasons were given why we should not place this article below % 
cents a pound to keep up a competition with Russia. I am prepared 
to show that 2} cents a pound is as low as we ought to make it in com 
parison with the other things that we have placed on this tariff-list, nq 
I propose to vote for the 2} cents. 

Mr. HOAR. Well, I will not press an amendment against the 
united authority of the Finance Committee under these circumstances, 
though I am satisfied they are in error. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The amendment is withdrawn 

The Acting Secretary read lines 575 to 581, as follows: 

Provided, That plate or sheet or rs’ iron, by whatever name designated 
or other than the polished, planished, or glanced herein tenon for, which has 
been pickled or cleaned by acid or by any other material or process, or which is 
cold rolled or single rolled or smoothed by rolling, shall pay one-half cent per 
pound more duty than the corresponding gauges of commonor black sheet or 
taggers’ iron. 

Mr. MILLER, of New York. 
line 575 to line 581, inclusive. 

Mr. BAYARD. I hope that will be done. 

The motion was agreed to. 

The Acting Secretary read lines 582 to 588, as follows: 

Iron or steel sheets or plates, or tagger-iron, coated with tin or lead or with a 
mixture of which these metals is a component part, by the dipping or any other 
process, and commercially known as tin-plates, terne-plates, and tagygér-tin, | 
and one-tenth of 1 cent per pound; corrugated or crimped sheet-iron or stee) 
1 and eight-tenths of 1 cent per pound. 

Mr. SHERMAN. I do not know but that I rise to a hopeless task; 
but as the position I take is perfectly clear, logical, and satistactory to 
myself, and supported, as I think, by reasons which will satisty every 
Senator that I am right, I feel myself bound to state the facts. 

This duty on sheet-iron grew out of a faulty construction of the old 
law. Terne-plates or tin-plates are sheet-iron covered with tin by » 
chemical process, or by dipping and cold rolled, of which 95 per cent 

is iron and 5 per cent. is tin. The duty on tin-plate at present, owing 
to the faulty construction of the law, is 1 and one-tenth cents a pound 

The Tariff Commission when they came to revise this matter proposed 
to make the duty 2 and one-tenth cents a pound, in order to make i: 
conform to the duty on the iron of which it is composed. That that is 
just and right every man of ordinary judgment would say amen. 

The idea of putting a lower duty on an article of higher manuiictui 
would appear to be manifestly unjust; and why has it been done? First 
the tariff law was defective and left it among the non-enumerated arti 
cles; next, the interests of great masses of people all over our country 
in canning fruit, in putting up meats, an industry which has been vasi!\ 
developed and which demands this tin for their purposes, for export 
and the like, have insisted that tin-plate ought to be separated trom 
the other classes of duty on sheet-iron and be put at a lower rate. Th: 
result has been that although the manufacture of tin-plate is one ot 
the simplest processes of manutacture, yet it is entirely destroyed in 
this country, and we are now depending upon the foreign market 10 
all the tin-plate used here, when if you give to tin-plate the same rol: 
tive duty that is imposed upon tagger-iron and the iron of which it is 
composed, tin-plate will be made in this country to the exclusion of 
the foreign article. ° 

I have letters in my hand from some of the largest manufacturers 0! 
sheet-iron, tagger’s-iron, and iron used for roofing, in which they sa) 
that if the same rate of duty is put upon tin in sheets that is put upon 
the iron which is the base of this tin, they will within two years sup 
ply the market and reduce the price; but under the present condition 
of the tariff they can not do it, because the rate of duty on the improved 
article, the tin-plate, is just twice as high as it is upon the materials o! 
which it is composed, and the result is that no tin is made in this coun 
try. 

By the tariff law as it has existed for years raw tin or block-tin !s 
brought into the country free of duty, but none comes here except tor 
solder, or very little, at least; none is brought here for tin-plate, and 
we are compelled now to rely on England for the whole of the tin-plate 
of this country, and it is said in the document before me that we con 
sume 80 per cent. of all the tin in the world in our industries. We 
imported last year 439,746,895 pounds, valued at $16,550,834.64, at « 
duty of 1.1 cents per pound. 

In this case, if Congress would give to manufacturers of tin-plate the 
same duty that is now proposed on taggers’ tin or rolled tin, of, say. 1: 
cents a pound, because it is the finest kind, we should not only be able 
to manufacture it in this country and be independent of the foreig! 
market for this essential necessity, but we should build up the industry 
here, and another thing, we should reduce the amount of revenue. The 


I move to strike out the clause from 


Senator from Kentucky [Mr. Beck] in his mode of reasoning the othe! 
day told us that our proposition to double the tax on tin-plate would 
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double the amount of revenue. O21 the contrary, within two years we 
should probably lose the larger part of the revenue we now collect and 
ourpe ple would buy the American manufacture, and it is a very simple 
manulacture to make tin, and reduce the price of tin to the consumer. 


It can not be made here under the present tariff, but the process of its | 


manufacture is easy. Tin is nothing but sheet-iron dipped. 

| have in my possession, as I have said, the statements of persons in 
Cincinnati and Pittsburgh, well-known manufacturers of sheet-iron 
used for roofing and for other purposes, that within two years they will 
make suitable arrangements and have an ample supply of this sheet-iron 
coated with tin to supply the domestic market; but owing largely to 
the influence of one single firm in New York, which had a monopoly 
of this tin-plate business, and owing to the low price of tin, it has be- 
come practically a monopoly, and we are dependent upon the foreign 
market for the use of an article which is now used to the extent of 
420,000,000 pounds a year; and remember that none pay this tax ex- 
cept the Americans, for when the tin cans are exported containing ar- 
ticles for foreign use, the exporter gets a drawback; so that while we 
nominally receive $4,000,000 revenue from this source, we pay fully 
half of that back in the way of drawback when the tin cans are exported, 
under the provisions of the generallaw. When an article is used totally 
of foreign manufacture and is exported, even in a different shape like 
a tin can, all the duty which has been paid by that article is refunded; 
so the amount of duty we now collect from this thing is only nominally 
$4,000,000, while really it is probably a million and ahalf. More than 
half of this tin, according to the estimate made, is actually exported 
and the drawback refunded. 

I ask what is right. Whether it will be done or not I can not vouch, 
but I say if you give to the manufacturer of tin-plate in this country 
the same duty that you have levied on the manufacture of sheet-iron 
or taggers’ tin, or the material of which tin-plate is composed, you will 
not have this strange anomaly, and you will have tin-plate manufact- 
ured in this country in the greatest abundance. 

Sir, the injustice of the present arrangement is palpable. It is very 
unjust to all those who manufacture sheet-iron for roofing and other pur- 
poses. They are driven out of the market. Why? Because tin-plate 
comes in and is used for roofing. Tin-plate is no better for roofing than 
ordinary galvanized iron or coated iron, and yet it drives it out, because 
tin-plate is admitted at a rate of duty of 1.1 cents a pound, while the 
iron of which it is mainly composed is admitted at a rate of duty of 1} 
cents a pound. 

The result is that a very large trade in sheet-iron for building pur- 
poses, for covering roofs and the like, is driven out of existence by this 
favored monopoly, which deprives men of their livelihood, which drives 
them out of the business by admitting this article at alow rate of duty. 
I say that what I propose is but right and just; although it is an advance 
of duties, and theretore contrary to the general principles of this bill, 
yet it is but fairness and justice and equality. 1 move, therefore, that 
the rate of duty on this article, instead of 1.1 cents a pound, be put 
something near what is proposed by the Tariff Commission. The Tariff 
Commission recommended 2.2 cents a pound. I move that 2 cents a 
pound be put upon this article. 

Mr. LOGAN. I desire to ask the Senator if there is any person in 
this country manufacturing this article at this time? 

Mr. SHERMAN. They are manufacturing it to a limited extent. 
There is one establishment in Pittsburgh that began to enter on the 
manufacture of tin-plate, but did not go into it. 

Mr. LOGAN. The manufacturers of tin cans all over the country, 
in every city in:the United States, for putting up meat, fruit, &c., have 
said to the committee here—I presume they have to the committee, and 
probably to nearly every Senator—that they were better satisfied with 
the rate of duty which was imposed before, and are satisfied with the 
rate proposed by the committee, but they are universally opposed to 
increasing the duty. I have had telegrams to this effect from different 
parts of the country, and especially from Chicago, where they manu- 
facture more tin cans than in any other part of the country. The idea 
of increasing the rate of duty for the purpose of encouraging anybody 
to commence a manufacture when he has not commenced it, I think is 
a new idea. I hope the amendment will not be adopted. 

Mr. COKE. Mr. President, tin is anarticle of universal consumption 
which is not manufactured except ona very small scale in this country, 
and it seems to me that, if any change is made in the committee’s bill, 
it is exactly the article that ought to be free from any duty whatever. 
I have a letter from a citizen of my State which makes the best argu- 
ment I have seen against any increase and in favor of making it free. 
I will read the letter: - 

HILLsBorovuGH, TEx., January 19, 1883. 

Dear Sir: Allow us to ask your attention to the effort that is being made to 
raise the duty on tin. Tin in Texas now, and especially our part of the State, is 
as much of a necessity as piné lumber, shingles, barbed wire, or cedar posts. 
Nearly every business house now is covered with tin, besides the valleys and 
sutters, and it requires an average of $ to trim every cook-stove in our land, 

from $3 to $10 worth to make upthe general kitchen outfit. Seventeen large 
houses of this place have been wooted in the last year with tin; as many more 
will be roofed the present year. Our house has bought the last year over $3,000 
worth of raw material directty from importers. We hope you will investigate 
is matter and give your influence against an advance in the duty ontin, It 
ought to come free, if possible. 
y, HAWKINS & LARY. 
Hon. Ricwarp Coxe, 
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This is from a town in Texas of about one thousand or twelve hun- 
dred inhabitants. Throughout the State in every village and even in 
the country in many places tin is taking the place of shingles as the 
better roofing. When you take in o the estimate the large consump- 
tion of this article, the domestic use of it generally by all classes of 
people, universally by the poorer class of people, and add to this con 
sumption the commercial uses of it for canning and shipping fruits and 
vegetables and fish and meat, it seems to me that its importance is of 
such a character that, instead of creating an absolute monopoly tor the 
purpose of getting a few persons here to manufacture it, it had better 
at once be made free. 

When you take the genius and the invention of the American people 
into consideration, and the fact that so much of this article is needed 
throughout our vast country, and especially in the prairie country, such 
as we have in the Southwest and West, and think of it that there are 
no manufacturers of it yet, when we are excelling the world in all other 
sorts of manufacture, it seems about time to come to the conclusion that 
it is an article which our people are not going to take hold of in a man- 
ner commensurate with the necessities of the country, and that we 
ought to invite the world to come in and bring it in and furnish it. If 
I am in order I will move to amend the amendment of the Senator from 
Ohio by moving that this article be placed on the free-list. 

Mr. BECK. Move to strike out the paragraph. 

Mr. COKE. If this is not in order now, I will make the motion at 
the proper time. 

The PRBSIDENT pro tempore. The question is on the motion of the 
Senator from Ohio [Mr. SHERMAN] to strike out 1.1 cents and insert 2 
cents, 

Mr. GORMAN. I move to amend the amendment of the Senator 
from Ohio by striking out ‘‘two’’ and inserting ‘‘one,’’ soas to make it 
read 1 cent a pound. 

I desire to state that the rate of duty upon tin-plate from 1842 to 
the present time has never exceeded 1.1 cents a pound. In 1846 it 
was 15 per cent.; in 1857 it was 8 per cent.; in 1862 it was 25 per cent 
and in 1875 a specific duty of 1.1 cents per pound was fixed—then 
equal to 15 per cent. Now it is equivalent to 33 per cent. The pres 
ent rate is therefore greater than was levied in 1862, when the neces 
sities of the Government made it incumbent to fix the highest possible 
duty. The consumption of this, as has been stated by the Senator 
from Texas and the Senator from Ohio, is very great. I suppose there 
is no one article embraced in this tariff which is in more general use 
than this. We imported in 1882 439,746,895 pounds, the value of 
which was $16,550,834.64, and the duty paid amounted to $4,837,215.85 
Owing to its cheapness and adaptability it is applied to numberless uses ; 
manuiacture of kitchen utensils, stoves, roofs, gutters of houses, cans, 
boxes for preserving meats, vegetables, oils, and many other articles 
which are necessary for the comfort of the great mass of the people. 

All the hermetically-sealed goods in this country are inclosed in the 
charcoal tin, which is imported from England. The enormous growth 
of this trade is simply astounding. We absolutely control this trade; 
manufacture more of this class of goods than all the balance of the world 
France is our only competitor, but she is so far behind that she can 
hardly be termed a rival. With the exception of pease, sardines, and 
condensed milk, none of her products are imported. The increase in 
the consumption of this article has been from 1,931,128 boxes in L475 to 
about 3,600,000 boxes in 1882. Two hundred thousand workmen tind 
employment in applying it to its almost countless uses. 

In the State which Lin part represent, the industry of canning is very 
large. I think it entirely safe to say that at least one-half of all the 
hermetically sealed goods put up in this country are canned in that 
State. These goods are shipped from Maryland to every State of the 
Union and largely exported. They go tothe mining regions of Cali 
fornia and Nevada. There is scarcely a miner’s cabin or a poor man’s 
hut in the land which these goods do not reach, and with the present 
prices the consumer can procure a pound of tomatoes or a pound of corn 
or a quart of oysters as cheap in mid-winter as they can be bought in 
the market in ordinary seasons where these articles are produced. An 
increase to 2 cents a pound of the duty upon tin will add largely to the 
cost of these goods. 

Mr. SHERMAN. I will say to the Senator that it takes four quart 
cans to make a pound, and consequently the increase of duty would only 
be about one-fifth of 1 cent on acan; so I think the Senator must be mis- 
taken. The weight of a can, I am told, is about four ounces 

Mr. GORMAN. I have the statement of as reliable a gentleman as 
is engaged in the business, which informs me that one-fourth the selling 
price of the goods consists in the cost of the can; sothat if the amendment 
of the Senator from Ohio be adopted, which nearly doubles the present 
duty, you greatly increase the cost of each can which every consumer 
is compelled to pay. In other words, the tax on tin imported in 1882 
was $4,837,216. Adopt the Senator’s amendment and on the same im- 
portations the tax would be $8,784,937.90, an increased burden per an- 
num on the people of $3,947,722.05, to benefit one or two firms in 
Pittsburgh and elsewhere. 

sut the Senator from Ohio seems to be under the impression that the 
increase of this duty to 2 cents a pound will enable us to manulacture 
tin inthiscountry. 1am confident he is mistaken inthat. If the tes- 
| timony as taken by the Tariff Commission is to be relied upon, itis clear 
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that unless the selling price per box is advanced to about $9, it can not | The Senator from Ohio states rather an advance opinion, | think, 


be made here. ‘The price now is about $4.a box. Your increase would 
not make the difference. I have before me a statement of a gentle- 
man who appeared before the Tariff Commission. It will be found on 
page 2083 of the report. He isa manufacturer who desires an increased 
rateof duty. His desire was to havethe Tariff Commission recommend 
an increase from 1.1 cents to 2.2 cents a pound. He states that it is 
utterly impossible to compete with the English manufacturers unless 
you make the duty 2.2 cents. His argument was convincing so far as 
the commission was concerned. I hope it will have but little weight 
with the American Congress. It was this: double the tax and we 
will try and begin the manufacture of tin. Unless the tax is doubled, 
it will be impossible to compete with the English manufacture. Then 
he tells the commission, the American Congress, and the people how 
much has been lost by the ton duty heretofore imposed. He states that 
from 1865 to 1882 the duty collected on all tin imported has been 
$5,505,755.05. If the tax had been at the rate of 2.2 cents a pound, 
the duty would have amounted to $93,472,778. In other words, this 
manufacturer would have had you during that time levy from the people 
$38,415,000 more than you did, merely for the purpose of establishing 
one or two manufactures. 

Now, I submit to the Senator from Ohio that on an article which is 
used in every household in this land to increase in seventeen years the 
tax upon the consumers of that class of goods $38,000,000 would not be 
the reform the people of this country have been looking for. Sir, to 
give reasonable encouragement to these manufactures I do not object. 
The block-tin with which they galvanize the iron is now free of duty. 
The iron is fully protected, but for some reason unknown to me the 
English manufacturers have practically a monopoly of that trade; nearly 
all the tin of this class that is consumed throughout the world is manu- 
factured in England. 

Mr. MAXEY. The Senator from Maryland will permit me to sug- 
gest one point. Nothing has been done for years that adds so much to 
the health of those who live in camps out beyond the reach of vege- 
tables and fruits as this very thing of canned fruits and canned vege- 
tables. Instead of this supply being stopped, we ought to do every- 
thing we can in the interest of health to encourage it. 

Mr. GORMAN. I am quite sure the Senator from Texas is correct, 
and I desire in connection with that to make another statement which 
is a little remarkable. 
the manufacture of this article, and we draw our entire supply from 
that country, it has steadily decreased in cost from 1865, until to-day 
it is selling, I think, at about two-thirds of what it did ten years ago. 
The average price now is about $4 a box. 

The Senator from Delaware [Mr. BAYARD] has handed me a table 
showing that— 

This large increase in consumption has been caused, first, by the declinedn 
values from an average price of 34s. per box in 1872 to an average price of 16s. 
per box in IS82, with a probability of a low, or even lower, range of values being 
maintained over many years to come; and, second, by the wonderful growth 
and prosperity of our own country. It may be a selfish consideration to know 
that the manufacture in England has been unremunerative for many years, so 
that we as consumers are profiting cbereby. 

Mr. President, it is not the large manufacturer who is concerned 
specially in this tax. It is the consumer, the mechanic, the laboring 
man. ‘The farmers also have a great interest; their products are easily 
and profitably disposed of by canning. In myState alone, in one county, 
witha population of not more than 30,000, there are 400 canning es- 
tablishments owned by farmers—and in the State during the packing 
season, from forty to fifty thousand persons are employed in packing. 
We send to your State, sir, the great State of Illinois, two-thirds of the 
canned goods consumed by your people. We furnish for the entire 
West this healthy food at less the cost that you can raise and preserve 
it. While Maryland has a great interest in this question, it is not local. 
If you increase this duty upon the tin, the raw material, for it is raw 
material, it will be simply adding to the cost of the goods which your 
people buy. It is the consumer, the laboring man, who will pay it. 
| trust my amendment will be adopted. 

Mr. INGALLS. Mr. President, I admire the attitude of the mer- 
chants of Baltimore. Whatever they produce they want protected, and 
on whatever they do not produce they want the duty diminished. The 
people are largely interested both in bichromate of potash and in tin- 
plates. Baltimore has a monopoly of the manufacture of bichromate 
of potash, and upon that the Senator from Maryland [Mr. GorMAN] 
desires the duty increased; but inasmuch as Baltimore does not manu- 
facture tin-plates the Senator is very anxious that the workingmen and 
the laboring classes shall be protected, and that therefore the duty on 
tin-plates shall be diminished. The attitude is very inconsistent, and 
it demonstrates admirably the attitude of those who believe that 
there is an element in protection that affects the compensation that is 
paid to labor. But, in this respect, Iam very glad to be able to coin- 
cide with the views of the Senator from Maryland. 

Tin pure, in blocks, is admitted into this country without duty. 
We have an abundance of ore that can be rolled or manufactured into 
iron-plate. All that makes tin-plate, as I understand, is dipping this 
iron into a solution of melted tin. The industry of America has been 
hitherto unable to solve this problem. Tin has been free; iron is free; 
but tin-plate is not, and can not be manufactured. 


Notwithstanding England has the monopoly of 





upon this subject. We have heard hitherto of the necessity of protect. 
ing infant industries; that it was necessary to impose additional bur. 
dens upon the people to prevent industries that were struggling for ex. 
istence from being strangled. But he now assures us that the duties 
are essential to create industries, to institute and inaugurate manu tict- 
ures here that do not exist, for the purpose of obtaining prospective 
profits that may be realized upon articles that are not and can not be 
manufactured here, and that are imported in vast quantities for the 
welfare of the people. 

Mr. President, if any argument has been adduced or can be adduced 
for the extraordinary motion of the Senator from Ohio I should be yer, 
glad to hear it. He claims that this is something that is in the inte: 
est of American industry, but the industry does not exist. It is ap 
parent that so far as tin-plate is concerned it is actually a raw materia! 
It is in no sense whatever competitive with any American manufacture 
The only reason why a duty should be imposed upon tin-plate is to 
the purpose of revenue. The tariff upon this article should be tise) 
merely. It can not be fiscal and protective, because there is nothing ty 
protect, and every dollar that is imposed upon this article that is jy, 
excess of what it ought to bear as a revenue proposition is so muc}; 
that is directly taken trom the industry, from the wages of this coun 
try, that have burdens upon them already which they are illy able t 
bear. 

Mr. MORRILL. Mr. President, I trust that neither of the motions 
now pending will prevail. As stated by the Senator from Kansas, the 
duty upon this article now is a revenue duty and produces almost 
$5,000,000. 

Mr. INGALLS. Nearly ten million. 

Mr. MORRILL. Four million eight hundred thousand dollars 
nearly $5,000,000. Before the Committee on Finance we had ever so 
many memorials from those using this article in the manufacture of cans 
for the purpose of canning fruit, vegetables, &c., asking that the duty 
should remain as it is, and instead of following the Tariff Commission 
we put the duty precisely at what it now is, 1.1 centsa pound. I trusi 
notwithstanding the possibility that we might at some time hereatte: 
manufacture tin, that we shall not raise the duty to 2 cents a pound 
for I somewhat doubt whether we can get children to dip this article 
for a good many years yet, at the wages that are paid for dipping tay 
ger-iron into melted tin. 

Mr. GROOME. Mr. President, the Senator from Kansas [ Mr. I\ 
GALLS] a few moments ago attempted to criticise the merchants and 
business men of Baltimore for desiring to have the tariff duties so ai 
justed as to best promote their interests. 

Those shrewd and well-informed gentlemen know that a large amount 
of revenue must be raised by tariff taxation, and that the burdens 0: 
such taxation can not be so distributed as to bear with absolute equa! 
ity upon every community and individual, and they would be more o1 
less than human if they did not desire that the schedules of tariff du 
ties should be so arranged as, without doing injustice to the people o1 
other localities, or to industries flourishing elsewhere, to promote tli 
growth of those existing among them, whether that object can be bv 
ter attained by increasing or diminishing the duties upon particu!:: 
articles. 

That Senatoralso attempted to criticise the course of my colleague wit! 
reference to the position that he has taken upon this question, and th: 
position that he and myself took a few days ago in regard to the prope: 
duty upon bichromate of potash, and in so doing unintentionally m . 
represented us. In the first place he said that Baltimore had 1) 
monopoly of the manufacture of bichromate. That is not correct. » 
it was shown the other day that there is a Philadelphia manutactor) 
also. 

Mr. INGALLS. About to be started. 

Mr. GROOME. Started and in existence, as shown by the telegrin 
of the Philadelphia manufacturer which was read to the Senate a te 
days since. 

Mr. INGALLS. That was not the evidence. 

Mr. GROOME. It may not have been the evidence before the Tar!! 
Commission, but it is the positive statement of the manufacturer hin 
self, whom I have known for years and regard as an entirely relia!) 
gentleman. * 

The Senator stated that the course of my colleague in regard to the 
duty upon bichromate and the duty upon tin-plates was influenced |) 
what he believed to be the interest of his immediate constituenc) 

I simply wish to say that if such is the case my colleague wis £0) 
erned by motives which control every Senator upon this floor, includiny 
the Senator from Kansas, and that any Senator would be false to !i- 
constituency if he failed to yield to them where, as in this case, the que~ 
tion involves no principle but is one merely of expediency and deta! 

The Senator’s statement was that my colleague desired to put up tlic 
duty on bichromate because it was for the interest of his constituenc) 
while he desired to put down the duty on tin-plate, because the red: 
tion was for the benefit of the people of Maryland. 

In stating that he wasalsoincorrect. My colleague did not ask to pu! 
up the duty on bichromate beyond the present rate, nor indeed as hig! 
as the present rate. 

Mr. INGALLS. Beyond the rate proposed by the committee. 











1883. 


Mr. GROOME. I am speaking of the law as itstands. Committees | 
can not make laws. They may propose them, but until the two Houses | 
of Congress ratify their recommendations by a vote, they amount but | 
to suggestions of legislation. , ; 

Bichromate is very largely manufactured in Maryland, and tin-plate 
is not manufactured there at all, but is consumed there to a very large | 
extent, not only for the many uses to which it is applied elsewhere, but 
also in packing away the vast amount of oysters, vegetables; and fruits 
whieh are prepared by the many canneries in Baltimore and elsewhere 
throughout the State. As has been stated by my colleague, the can- | 
ning industry gives remunerative employment, both in summer and | 
winter, toa very large number of our people, and affords them an op- | 
portunity to preserve for future use and send to distant markets prod- 
yets of such a perishable nature that but for it they would have to be 
promptly disposed of and consumed. But great as is the canning in- 
dustry of Maryland to-day, it is but in its infancy compared with what 
it will be ten years hence, unless retarded by disadvantageous legis- 
jation. There is no other known article out of which cans can be 
manutactured for the preservation of meats and fruits which possesses 
«o many valuable properties as tin-plate. It is cleanly, free from all 
poisonous qualities, and convenient; and anything which adds to its 
cost is not only burdensome to those engaged in the packing business 
but is a tax upon the rich and poor alike who use the many articles 
prepared by the packers. 

The duty upon bichromate under the present law is 4 cents a pound 
and upon tin-plate is 1.1 cents a pound. If the amendment proposed 
by my colleague some days ago and which he and I advocated had been 
adopted the duty upon bichromate would have been reduced one-eighth, 
and if his amendmentin regard to tin-plates is adopted the duty thereon 
will be reduced one-eleventh; so that he is not open to the criticism of 
the Senator from Kansas, as he was in favor of a larger relative reduc- 
tion of the duty upon bichromate, which is largely manufactured in 
our State, than he is now asking upon tin-plate which is so largely 
consumed there. 

I have taken it upon myself to say this much in reply to the Sena- 
tor from Kansas, because I entirely agree with my colleague in regard 
both to bichromate and tin-plate, and hence feel that the criticism of 
the Senator from Kansas applies equally to both of the Senators trom 
my State. 

Mr. ALLISON. I hope the Senator from Maryland will withdraw 
his amendment until we act on that of the Senator from Ohio. 

Mr. GORMAN. I am willing to withdraw it temporarily, and let 
the vote be taken on the amendment of the Senator from Ohio. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The question is on the amendment 
of the Senator from Ohio [Mr. SHERMAN]. 

The amendment was rejected. 

Mr. MORRILL. Now, I hope the Senator from Maryland will with- 
draw his amendment and let us go on. 

Mr. GORMAN. No, sir. I renew my amendment. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The question is on the amendment 
of the Senator from Maryland to make the duty 1 cent a pound instead 
of 1.1 cents. 

Mr. VANCE. I shall vote with’pleasure for the amendment of the 
Senator from Maryland [Mr. GoRMAN], but I think it does not go far 
enough. We were promised when this bill was introduced, and it was 
heralded into this Chamber by the chairman of the Committee on 
Finance, that we were to have a reduction of about 25 per cent. upon 
the present schedule of duties. I should like to see where it comes 
in. We raised it over $800,000 on pottery and glass ware; we have 
raised it considerably in several instances in the metal schedule so far, 
and if we are to keep it standing on tin-plate, &c., when is the good 
time coming when the reduction of 25 per cent. will come in, I should 
like to know? Iam afraid, Mr. President, we are going to postpone 
it so long that we shall have no chance to get it in at all. 

It so happens that there is no American laborer to be protected in 
the manufacture of tin. On the contrary, the lowering of the price is 
in the interest of the American laborer. It so happens that tin-plate 
is one of the things in which the price has steadily come down in En- 
gland without any competition in thiscountry. It isa very hard state- 
ment to credit, because we have been told again and again that there 
is no earthly way to get prices down unless we have a good substantial 
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tariff. But still it seems from the statistics that this article has con- 
stantly gone down in England, and as it is an article of such universal 
use and as it was agreed on all hands that we could afford to reduce 
the revenue, that the country demanded that there should bea reduction 
of the revenue, and as the Senator from Iowa announced this morning 
a proposition that I gave my assent to most readily that if we were 
ever going to reduce the revenue at all we had to begin somewhere, I 
think this is about as good a point as any to begin with. There are no 
laborers to be protected. There is no question of protection here. 
Chere is only a question of simple reduction of revenue and accommo- 
(lation to the people who use this article. 

I, therefore, shall vote for the motion of the Senator from Maryland, 
but if it is not carried I give notice that I shall move—or is it amend- 
able now? 


The PRESIDENT pro tempore. It is amendable. 





| cent. of the 260,000 roofs in Philadelphia covered with tin 
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Then I move to make the rate eight-tenths of 1 cent 


Mr. VANCE. 
per pound. 

Mr. PLUMB. I should like to ask the Senator from North Carolina 
a question. I ask how much he thinks the buyer or purchaser of « 
single can or a dozen cans would benefit by that reduction? 

Mr. VANCE. I can make the calculation for the Senator if he will 
come around some evening when I have nothing else to do and can go 
into arithmetic. [ Laughter. ] 

Mr. PLUMB. Only a very smal! per cent. 

Mr. VANCE. There are over four millions of revenue from this ar 
If we bring it down 25 per cent. we shall have one million 
of reduction to the people. 

Mr. PLUMB. Yes; but if we take it all off, it will not reduce the 
price of any single can of canned goods sold anywhere in the United 
States to the person who uses the goods inclosed in the can. It is ab- 
solutely beyond computation, beyond the possibility of computation in 
any way. The whole benefit would be divided between the manutact 
urer of the can and the retailer of the can. 

Mr. VANCE. That brings up a great mathematical and metaphys 
ical question. Weare told on one hand that the tariff will not raise the 
price, on the contrary will bring it down, and we are told on the other 
hand that reduction will not reduce the price. 

Mr. PLUMB. That kind of reduction would not 

Mr. VANCE. What kind of reduction would? 

Mr. PLUMB. If we threw ina chromo to the man who bought a 
can, that might lower it. 

Mr. VANCE. Very well, we will t§row in 2 chromo; we will re 
duce the taxation and that will be the chromo that the people of the 
United States want, not only in this matter, but in various others 
How much it will affectthe can I have not the time nor the disposition 
to make the caleulation; but I know that on the whole it would make 
a great reduction in the cost; at all events I am willing to risk that 
kind of reduction. 

Mr.GORMAN. I suggest to the Senator from North Carolina that 
he withdraw his amendment until action is had on my amendment. | 
withdrew my amendment in order that a direct vote might be had on 
the proposition of the Senator from Ohio. 
Senator from North Carolina cag renew his. 

I myself occupy a middle ground on the tariff question, and I have 
been extremely unfortunate in running in opposition to the peculiar 
views of the distinguished Senator from Kansas [Mr. INGALLS] on an 
article which I fear he does not understand; and now, on the other 
extreme, Iam running against my friend from North Carolina. I trust 
my amendment may be directly voted on. 

Mr. VANCE. I thought I was operating in the direction the Sena 
tor desired. I thought he would agree to a still further reduction. | 
withdraw my amendment for the purpose of allowing a vote on that ot 
the Senator from Maryland. 

Mr. MORRILL. I hope we shall allow this clause to remain as it 
is. The consumers of this article are perfectly content with it as it 
stands. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The question is on the amendment 
of the Senator from Maryland [| Mr. GoRMAN ], to insert ‘* 1 cent’’ in 
stead of ‘1.1 cents’’ a pound. 

The amendment was agreed to. 

Mr. VANCE. I renew my amendment now to make the duty eight 
tenths of 1 cent per pound. 

Mr. MORRILL. [rise to a question of order. 
put in 1 cent, no further amendment is in order. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The Senate struck out ‘Sand one 
tenth of 1.”’ 

Mr. MORRILL. The Senator from Maryland moved to make the 
duty 1 cent per pound. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The motion was to strike out ‘and 
one-tenth of 1,”’ leaving it stand ‘‘1 cent.”’ It is now moved, betore 
‘*1 cent,’’ to insert ‘‘eight-tenths of.”’ 

Mr. SAULSBURY. ‘The idea that no person who uses a can will get 
the benefit of this reduction seems strange to me. There is a very large 
quantity imported into this country which is used in making cans in 
which are packed fruits, oysters, fish, meat, &e. Then the tin-plate is 
used for other purposes. 

There are, according to the papers I hold in my hand, about 90 per 
I know 
that in my own town and every town in this country a very large pet 
cent. of the roofing is done with tin. The Senator from Ohio remarked 
that the introduction of tin was interfering with iron roofing. ‘That is 
not the case. because there has been nothing found by architects better 
adapted for the purpose of roofing than tin. Hence, notwithstanding 
Philadelphia is manufacturing iron plates, tin has superseded the use 
of iron for roofs. I hope that no extra duty will be put on this article 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. ‘The question is on the amendment 
of the Senator from North Carolina to make the duty eight-tenths of 1 
cent per pound. 

Mr. VANCE called for the yeas and nays. 

The yeas and nays were ordered, and the Principal Legislative Clerk 
proceeded to call the roll, 


It mine is voted down, the 
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Mr. FRYE (when his name was called). I am paired for the rest of 
day with the Senator from Alabama [Mr. PuaH], and I announce it 
now for the entire residue of the day. 

Mr. JONAS (when his name was called). Iam paired with the Sen- 
ator from New Jersey [Mr. MCPHERSON]. 

Mr. PENDLETON (when his name was called). I am paired for 
the rest of the day with the Senator from New Jersey [Mr. SEWELL]. 

Mr. RANSOM (when his name was called). I am paired with the 
Senator from Illinois [Mr. LOGAN] for the rest of this evening. 

Mr. SAULSBURY (when his name was called). Iam paired with 
the Senator from Michigan [Mr. Ferry]. 

Mr. SLATER (when his name was called). On this matter I am 
paired with the Senator from Minnesota [Mr. MCMILLAN]. If he 
were here, I should vote ‘‘ yea.” 

The roll-call was concluded. 

Mr. MITCHELL. I am paired with the Senator from Virginia [ Mr. 
JOHNSTON }. 

Mr. PLUMB (after having voted in the negative). I did not observe 
that the Senator from Missouri [Mr. Vest] was absent. I am paired 
with him, and I withdraw my vote. 


The result was announced—yeas 24, nays 26; as follows: 
YEAS—2A. 
Barrow, Cockrell, Grover, Maxey, 
Bayard, Coke, Hampton, Morgan, 
Beck, Farley, Harris, Vance, 
Butler, Garland, Jackson, Voorhees, 
Call, George, Jones of Florida, Walker, 
Camden, Groome, Lamar, Williams. 
NAYS—26. 
Aldrich, Conger, Hill, Platt, 
Allison, Davis of I1., Hoar, Rollins, 
Anthony, Dawes, Ingalls, Sawyer, 
Blair, Edmunds, Jones of Nevada, Sherman, 
Cameron of Pa., Hale, McDill, Van Wyck. 
Cameron of Wis., Harrison, Miller of N. Y., 
Chilcott, Hawley, Morrill, 
ABSENT—26. 

Brown, Jonas, Miller of Cal., Saunders, 
Davisof W. Va., Kellogg, Mitchell, Sewell, 
Fair, Lapham, Pegdleton, Slater, 
Ferry, Logan, Plumb, Vest, 
Frye, McMillan, Pugh, Windom. 
Gorman, McPherson, Ransom, 
Johnston, Mahone, Saulsbury, 


So the amendment was rejected. 

Mr. BECK. ‘The Senator from Delaware [Mr. BAYARD] advised me 
that on line 587 he desired to make an amendment. 

Mr. BAYARD. But that clause has not been finished yet. 

Mr, VOORHEES. I move that the Senate adjourn. 

Mr. MORRILL. I hope not. I ask for the yeas and nays. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. Letus try it on a division first. That may save 
time, 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. It is moved that the Sehate adjourn. 

The question being put, it was declared that the ayes appeared to 

revail, 

Mr. EDMUNDS called for the yeas and nays. 

The yeas and nays were ordered, and the Principal Legislative Clerk 
proceeded to call the roll. 

Mr. DAWES (when his name was called). I am paired on this ques- 
tion with the Senator from Mississippi [Mr. LAMAR]. 

Mr. FRYE (when his name was called). I am paired with the Sen- 
ator from Alabama [Mr. PuaH]. 

Mr. SLATER (when his name was called). I am paired with the 
Senator from Minnesota [Mr. MCMILLAN]. Otherwise I should vote 
~-0."" 

The result was announced—yeas 22, nays 25; as follows: 


YEAS—22, 
Barrow, Coke, Hampton, Vance, 
Bayard, Farley, Harris, Voorhees, 
Beck, Garland, Jackson, Walker, 
Butler, George, Jones of Florida, Williams. 
Call, Gorman, axey, 
Camden, Grover, Morgan, 

NAYS—25, 
Aldrich, Conger, Hoar, Platt, 
Allison, we = A Ingalls, - ee 
Anthony, Sdmun ones of Nevada, wyer, 
Blair, Hale, Lapham, Sherman. 
Cameron of Pa., Harrison, MeDill, 
Cameron of Wis., Hawley, Miller of N. Y., 
Chilcott, Hill, Morrill, 

ABSENT—29, 

Brown, Johnston, Miller of Cal., Sewell, 
Cockrell, Jonas, Mitchell, Slater. 
Davis of W. Va., Kellogg, Pendleton, Van Wyck, 
Dawes, Lamer, Plumb, Vest, 
Fair, logan Pugh, Windom. 
Ferry, Me illan, Ransom, 
Frye, McPherson, Saulsbury, 
Groome, Mahone, Saunders, 


So the Senate refused to adjourn. 
Mr. BAYARD. In line 587, I move to strike out “ eight’ and insert 








“‘four,”’ so that the rate shall be ‘‘1 and four-tenths of 1 cent per pound.” 
instead of 1 and eight-tenths cents on “‘ corrugated or crimped sheet-iroy, 
or steel.’’ 
The amendment was agreed to. 
The Acting Secretary read the proviso from line 589 to line 593 
inclusive, as follows: 
Provided, That all shapes or blanks, of sheet or 
specially enumerated or provided for in this act, 
und more duty than is imposed upon 
lanks are made. 


Mr. BAYARD. I move to strike out that proviso. 

Mr. MORRILL. I appeal to the Senator from Delaware to know j; 
he would not make some difference. 

Mr. BAYARD. Throughout this bill there has been a rather nove: 
way of providing. Take the clause beginning at line 589. Whg; 
‘* shapes or blanks’’ have been referred toin this clause? 

Mr. MORRILL. I only appeal to the Senator on his own princi)\. 

Mr. BAYARD. I was about to state my principle. 

Mr. MORRILL. I thought the Senator was through. 

Mr. BAYARD. I mean to say that here is a proviso referring ) 
parently to antecedent words, those antecedent words do not occur 
in the clause, when you come to examine it. Will any one turn, if }. 
can, to a sentence containing the words ‘‘shapes or blanks,’’ as descrip 
tive of this kind of iron. If we are not to understand precisely wh.) 
laws mean and to what facts they refer, we had better not enact then, 
Therefore I hope that proviso will be stricken out. 

Mr. MORRILL. This is a new provision, but I appeal to the Sena- 
tor to know if it is not a proper one. It barely proposes a half-cent 4 
pound beyond that imposed on the material from which such blanks 
are made. 

Mr. BAYARD. Halfa cent a pound is $11.20 a ton. 

Mr. INGALLS. May [ask the Senator from Vermont what classi 
fication this is intended to include? 

Mr. MORRILL. I donot know. 

Mr. INGALLS. If the chairman of the committee does not know 
what it is intended to include, inasmuch as the classification is entirely 
new, and it appears from the report of the Tariff Commission that there 
have been none of this classification imported during the past year and 
no revenue derived from it, what is the use of putting a duty on it? | 
think before we are called upon to vote we ought to have some informa 
tion. 

Mr. ALDRICH. Without undertaking to say anything about t), 
propriety of it, [can explain what itis for. It is a provision thatan ext: 
duty shall be paid upon partially manufactured articles of iron or 1 
or any articles of that kind where the metal is pressed into shape reac, 
to be put together on this side of the water, making it above the 1 
material. That is the plan of the bill all the way through, to char, 
partially manufactured goods at a higher rate than the raw materia! 
from which they are made. 

Mr. BECK. If the Senator from Rhode Island is correct, the wor 
“‘shapesor blanks of sheet or plate orskelp iron’’ ought to be strick: 
out, andit ought to read: 

Provided, That all articles say manufactured, if not specially enumerat«! 
or provided for in this act, | pay the additional duty. 

Mr. ALDRICH. That language would be perfectly satisfactory \ 
me. 

Mr. BECK. If ithasany meaning atall that ought to be the languay 
or it ought to goout. On page 40 of the examination of Mr. Oliver) 
fore the Finance Committee he referred toa number of questions I ask«: 
on this clause, among others, and this is what he said: 


The next proviso is on line 589, and reads as follows: ; 

“ Provided, That all shapes or blanks, of sheet or plate, or skelp iron, if 
specially enumerated or provided for in this act, shall pay one-half cent )» 
= more duty than is imposed upon the material of which such sha)»- 


anks are ie.” 
The commission deemed this proposition fair and ht. They took g: 
ir that if in the fur 


pains to enumerate all known articles, and it seemed but 
a new article of manufacture should produced on which there would | 

a a 
Seonsed upon the material of which the article would be made. 

That seems to me to be a pretty harsh provision, looking into |! 
future for possibilities. I think it ought to go out, but if it does nt 
and before the motion to strike out is put, if it is in order I will mos 
to strike out ‘‘shapes or blanks, of sheet or plate, or skelp iron’ sn’ 
insert ‘‘articles partially manufactured’’ before the words * 1! 10! 

i enumerated.’’ 

Mr. ALDRICH. It seems to me that if you insert in the six hw 
dred and fifth line ‘‘ plate or sheet’? even at one-fourth of a cent j«' 
— the Senator from Delaware ought to be willing to consent tot)! 

tt would cover all that we ought to cover, it seems to me, by this pr 
vision. I call the attention of the Senator from Delaware to th 

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr. VooRHEEs in the chair). |! 
Senator desires to amend the proposition of the Senator from Delawa™ 
he had better put it in shape. 

Mr. BECK. I am inclined to agree with the Senator from Delawar 
that it is better to strike out the clause. 

Mr. ALDRICH. I think the Senator from Delaware will agree with 


late, or skelp-iron, is hot 


1 pay one-half cent 
the material of which such chapetes 
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me on the desirability of putting in the provision in the form I have ABSENT—34. : 
suggested. pean, Frye, McPherson, Sewell, 3 
C1 ; ; it cs . : utler, Garland, Mahone, Slater, 

Mr. BECK. Let it be stricken out now, and it can be looked into | Coagu), jana Miller of Cal., Van Wyck, 
hereafter. ae , 4 Davis of 11. Johnston, Pendleton, Vest, 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The question is on the motion of the — of W. Va., comm, Plumb, were. 
. , ike , awes, Sellogg, Pugh, filliams, 
Senator from Delaware (Mr. BAYARD], to strike out the paragraph | Ramunde, og Sbeten. Wwiedee 
from line 589 to 593, inclusive. Fair, Logan, Saulsbury, 

The motion was agreed to. Ferry, MeMillan, Saunders, 


{he Acting Secretary read the next paragraph, beginning with line | 


504 and ending with line 602, as follows: 


Hoop, or band, or scroll, or other iron, without reference to length, and by 
whatever name called, ei inches or less in width, and not thinner than 


wire gauge and not thinner than No. 20 wire gauge, 1 and four-tenths of | cent 
per ha thinner than No. 20 wire gauge, 1 and six-tenths of 1 cent per 
pound, 

Mr. MAXEY. I ask the Senator from Vermont in charge of the bill 
whether under the sweeping expression of that clause, ‘‘ by whatever 
name called,’’ it could be designed to take in cotton-ties ? 

Mr. MORRILL. It is not. 

Mr. MAXEY. I want the record to show that fact. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. Cotton-ties are provided for by themselves. 

Mr. VANCE. The design of the committee will not be carried out 
when it comes to be construed by the Treasury officers. The words 
‘hoop, or band, orscroll, or other iron, without reference to length, and 
by whatever name called, eight inches or less in width,’’ will certainly, 
if the officers of the Treasury see proper to so construe them, he held to 
include cotton-ties. 

Mr. MAXEY. I think a special provision always controls a general 
provision, and as there is a special provision in reference to cotton-ties 
| had the explanation put on the record for the specific purpose of show- 
ing that the item now under consideration does not include that which 
is specially provided for elsewhere. 

Mr. BUTLER. Is there any objection to striking out the words ‘‘or 
less’’ in line 596? That would make it perfectly plain as to what this 
section referred to. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. 
ment? 

Mr. BUTLER. I should like to have the opinion of the Senator from 
Vermont, the chairman, and to know whether he will object to that. 

Mr. BECK. Allow me to say a word. This involves a very large 
number of things by the classification. For example, we have provided 
for hoop-iron not thinner than wire gauge No. 10, and then above No. 
10 and not higher than No. 20. The present law makes no division 
under No. 20. Then above No. 20 there are so many changes of classi- 
fication here that unless there is to be some disposition to press this para- 
graph through, I hope the Senator from Vermont, as it is now quarter 
past 6, will give us a chance to look over it so as to see what is the real 
meaning of it. I have looked over it as much as I could, and found a 
good many things that ought to be looked at a good deal more carefully. 
| believe that limiting this down to wire gauge No. 10 at one rate and 
then from wire guage No. 20 at another rate when the present law makes 
no limitation below No. 20 means mischief, and I want time to look at 
it. As it is quarter past 6 0’clock now, the usual time for adjournment, 
I move that the Senate adjourn. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. 
that the Senate adjourn. 

Mr. MORRILL. I ask for the yeas and nays. 

The yeas and nays were ordered, and the Principal Legislative Clerk 
proceeded to call the roll. 

Mr. DAVIS, of West Virginia (when his name was called). [ am 
paired with the Senator from Minnesota [Mr. WrinDoM]. 

Mr. EDMUNDS (when his name was called). I am paired with the 
Senator from Arkansas [Mr. GARLAND]. If he were here, I should vote 
“nay,’’ but I have agreed with him to have the right to vote to keep up 
aquorum. I withhold my vote for the present. 

Mr. MITCHELL (when his name was called). 
Senator from Virginia [Mr. JoHNsTON]. 
vote ‘‘nay.”’ 

The roll-call was concluded. 

Mr. SLATER. I am paired with the Senator from Minnesota [ Mr. 
McMILLAN]. If he were here, I would vote ‘* yea.”’ 

Mr. MITCHELL. I reserved the right to vote to make a quorum. 
Therefore I vote ‘nay.’ 


The result was announced—yeas 18, nays 24; as follows: 


Does the Senator move an amend- 


Iam paired with the 
If he were present, I should 


No. 10 wire gauge, 1 and two-tenths of 1 cent per pound; thinner than No. 10 | 


| tion, at No. 20. 


So the Senate refused to adjourn. 

Mr. ALDRICH. I say to the Senator from Kentucky that the clas 
sification in this clause is the same as the old law with one slight ex 
ception. They are practically the same thing, the only change made 
being for the purpose of preserving the same language, using the num 
ber of the wire gauge instead of the other classification for thickness 
The rates have been reduced throughout the whole clause. 

Mr. BECK. The rates are reduced a fraction, and a very small frae 
The duty is 80.81 per cent.,-and I expect when the 
true prices of things are had it now will be found to be 100 per cent 
Although no notice was given that we were to sit later than 6 o'clock 


| and the arrangement heretofore has been that we should adjourn at 6 


and Senators had prepared themselves to examine all the questions likely 
to be acted upon before 6, now, at quarter past 6, a change of classifi 
cation has been made and a new schedule has been reached that in 
the ordinary course of events it was supposed would not be likely to be 
considered to-day. I desire tosay for one that [ am not prepared to tell 
what is the meaning of it. If I can have until 11 o'clock to-morrow 
morning I can tell, and I believe that I shall then be able to show that 
this change of classification from ten to twenty is done for some purpose 
that other changes have been made to increase protection and to add to 
burdens, because I find that under twenty wire gauge the large impor 
tations are made, and the change was not made recklessly; it was not 
made carelessly; it was made for a purpose, and while the reduction is 
trom five-tenths down to four-tenths the reduction isso very small that | 
think we ought to look into it a little more closely. I am obliged to 
state, however, that I am notable to say what would be the real percent 
age. It is put down at 88.81 per cent. on one portion and at 76.50 pei 
cent. onanother. We have been endeavoring to obtain something like a 
system if we could. 

Mr. BUTLER. I want to call the Senator’s attention to the thet 
that under the 80.81 per cent. class not a dollar of revenue was re 
turned. 

Mr. BECK. [admit that. If we had been warned in advance by 
the caucus that sat yesterday morning and again yesterday evening 
that we were to be pushed into a conference committee, and all we did 
was to be upset without even getting a chance to make a record and 
tell the truth, I should have been prepared to sit until 9 o'clock. It 
gentlemen will adjourn now and give notice that they want us to sit 
to-morrow night I will come prepared to sit until 120’ clock with them 
but expecting to sit only until 6 o'clock to-day, and not expecting the 
Senate would pass this point, which involves the cotton-tie and many 
other things which ought to be carefully looked into, I do protest 
against our being driven in this sort of way. 

Mr. MAXEY. Will the Senator allow me to offer 


an amendment 


| right here, to which I think nobody will object? 


The Senator from Kentucky moves | 





Mr. BECK. I desire to finish what I rose to say. [ want this bill 
finished rapidly, but I want a record made before it goes to a conterence 
and I believe all that we have done will be given away. 

Mr. MAXEY. Lasked the Senator from Vermont, in charge of the 
bill, whether the clause from line 594 to line 692 embraced in any way 
cotton-ties by the general description ‘* by whatever name called,’ and 
he answered no. Now, I suggest to him as there seems to be doubt 
about that, to add after the word ‘‘called’”’ the words ** except cotton 
ties or hoops for baling purposes, or cotton steel ties or hoops for baling 

urposes,’’ 

Mr.EDMUNDS. Then you will raise a doubt on every other por 
tion of the bill where classifications are made that you can not get 
over. Now you can get over it, because cotton-ties are specially men 
tioned in a clause below. If you make this special exemption there 
you open the door to doubt on every other clause of the bill 

Mr. MAXEY. I must confess that this whole matter has given me 
a great deal of cause to think there is something wrong about it. Here, 
after going on and using the general expression “‘hy whatever name 
called,’’ I asked the question—I am not blaming the committee, I do not 
believe they did anything of that kind—whether that referred to cotton 
ties, and the Senator in charge of the bill, the chairman of the Finance 


Ba: ¥ we Committee, says ‘‘ No, itdoesnot.’’ Very well. Llookdown then tothat 
a Coke, Hampton, Morgan, which does relate to cotton-ties: 
bee marey, Harri, b ew Tron and steel cotton-ties, or hoops for baling purposes, not thinner than No 
Call,” pom ll mee of Florida, a 19, wire gauge, | and four-tenths of | cent per pound, 
Camden, Groome, Maxey, It is perfectly well known to the very men who put that in there, I 
NAYS—2. mean the outside men who did it, that No. 17 and No. 18 and No. 19 
Aldrich, Chil are used for the purpose of cotton-ties, and up to and including No. 20. 
— a, eer," Ingalls, Morrill,” It is from 17 to 20 inclusive that are most used for that purpose. ‘There- 
a y — Jones of Nevada, Platt, fore in putting this, as the bill does, at No. 19, all the cotton-ties of 
Cameron of Pa. Hawley, Me 1,’ Seen No. 17 and No. 18 would have to come in under this other provision. 
Cameron of Wis., Hill,’ MillerofN.Y, | Sherman I must confess that when I look at it, although as I say I do under- 
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stand that a special provision controls a general law—there is no doubt 
about that—the special provision does exclude all the gauges that we 
use constantly in baling cotton. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. Then change the special provision when you come 


to it. 
Mr. MAXEY. I propose to do that very thing. 
Mr. MORRILL. No. 19 will includeall that is used for baling cotton. 
Mr. MAXEY. I judge about that for myself. 


Mr. MORRILL. That is one or two numbers finer than is usually 
used. Nos. 17 and 18 are the kind, and No. 19 is finer than either of 
those numbers. 

Mr. MAXEY. The Senator will pardon me. 1 think I understand 
that point. I took the precaution to telegraph to the Cotton Exchange 
in Galveston, in my State, before this question was raised, to give the 
numbers which they used, and their reply was that they used Nos. 17 
to 20. 

Mr. MORRILL. I merely desire toadd further that every provision 
in the tariff bill would be faulty if there could be any fault found with 
this. It must of necessity come in where it is specially described, and 
nowhere else. 

Mr. COCKRELL. Mr. President, a few days ago we had the ques- 
tion up of when we should take up this bill and how we should con- 
sider it and whether we should have night sessions or not. I presented 
a motion that the bill should be taken up immediately after the morning 
hour and its consideration continued until 6 o’clock. It is true that 
that was not formally acted upon; but there was a tacit agreement, an 
honorable understanding that we should take up the bill immediately 
after the close of the current morning business and consider it until 
6o'clock. Now it seems—I have discovered it in the papers, a thing that 
I did not know—that there has been some determination of our Republi- 
can friends to force a night session to-night without having given us any 
previous notice, directly or indirectly, of their intention to break this 
agreement, this tacit understanding. 

Now, Lappeal to the Senator trom Vermont at this hour, past the 
time that we usually adjourn, and I state to him and others that if he 
desires a night session to-morrow night and will give notice to that ef- 
fect 1 will vote for it; Lwillstay here with him, I want this bill passed; 
I do not intend to vote for it; and I and the Democratic party on this 
side of the Chamber are offering no obstructions to the passage of the 
bill. Wearesimply desiring to make a fair and candid statement of 
what the bill is and the effects of it. There is no disposition to unnec- 
essarily delay this matter. You have scarcely got a quorum. You 
know perfectly well that you can not force action to-night. Now, why 
irritate and excite the same human nature in others that you have in 
yourselves? You can lead a horse to the water, but you can not make 
him drink. 

Now, give your notice and you shall have an opportunity of having 
a night session. Nobody wants to throw any unnecessary obstructions 
in the way of the transaction of business. 

We have staid here quietly until 6 o'clock. Wesupposed you would 
adjourn then. Now, give your notice for to-morrow night, if you will. 
‘Tell us what you want, and I will vote to give you any reasonable time. 
if you want to have night sessions next week, you are responsible. 
You say you can not get the bill through otherwise; be itso. There 
has been more time consumed than most of us expected with this bill. 

For the last two or three days our Republican friends have been very 
loquacious. I think they have consumed much more than half the 
time that has been consumed in the discussion of this question. That 
is their right; itis their privilege. This bill is of sufficient importance 
to justify them in doing it without being continually censured. 

I think it would be for the best interests of the bill, I think it would 
be for the best interests of the Senate, and I think it would be favoring 
the passage of this bill if the Senator himself would take the floor and 
give us notice and then move an adjournment, 

Mr. MORRILL, Mr. President, I wish to say in the first place that 
there has been no caucus directing me to havea night session. My only 
object is to make some progress so that I can see that the end of this 
bill will some time be reached; and unless we can make even more 
progress than we have made to-day, we are not to have time enough to 
tinish the bill. I concede that if a night session was to be had, per- 
haps some notice ought to be given of it, but I have only intended, as 
I shall intend to do from pow until the end of the bill, to keep the 
Senate here as long as I can every day in order to finish the bill. 

Mr. COCKRELL. Do you propose to keep us here to-night? 

Mr. MORRILL. No; I move that the Senate adjourn. 

Mr. MAXEY. [ask the Senator from Vermont—— 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Debate is not in order. 

Mr. MAXEY. I ask the Senator from Vermont to withdraw his 
motion for a moment. 

Mr. MORRILL. Very well. 

Mr. MAXEY. I wanttoofferan amendment tobe pending. I with- 
draw the one I offered, and move that in line 595 the words “and by 
whatever name called” be stricken out. 

Mr. MORRILL. I renew my motion that the Senate adjourn. 


The motion was ~ to; and (at 6 o’clock and 26 minutes p. m.) 
the Senate adjourned. , 








HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Fripay, January 26, 1883. ; 


The House met at 11 o’clock a.m. Prayer by the Chaplain, Re, 
F. D. POWER. t 
The Journal of yesterday's proceedings was read and approve: 


SUGAR IN BONDED WAREHOUSES. 


Mr. KASSON. Mr. Speaker, I now ask unanimous consent that ty. 
bill to which I have called attention on several occasions heretotor. 
but to which objection has been made, may now be taken up for jy ( 
mediate consideration. I refer to what is known as the warehousing 
bill. I think the objections have generally been withdrawn, and | hope 
there will be none made to-day to the passage of the bill. 


The SPEAKER. The title of the bill will be read, subject to o})),. | 
tion. 
The Clerk read as follows: 


A bill (H. R. 2222) to amend section 2983 of the Revised Statutes of the Uy)... 
States, so that the ony pene upon sugar shall be assessed upen the quantity <j, 
livered from instead of quantity entered into bonded warehouses. 

Mr. KASSON. This, I may be —— to say, is the unanimons 
report of the committee, and the objections that have heretofore jee, 
made have been withdrawn upon an examination of the bill. 

The SPEAKER. Is there objection to the present consideration ,,; 
the bill? 

Mr. ELLIS. 

Mr. RASSON. 
single word—— 

Mr. ELLIS. 


I object. 
If the gentleman from Louisiana will allow nx 


a 


I object. 
FORT SMITH MILITARY RESERVATION. 

Mr. DAVIS, of Illinois, from the Committee on Military Atfairs, 1. 
ported back with a favorable recommendation the bill (H.R. 700 
granting the rightof way for railroad purposesand telegraph lines through 
the lands of the United States included inthe Fort Smith military res 
ervation at Fort Smith, in the State of Arkansas; which was reterre« 
to the Committee of the Whole House on the state of the Union. sid 
with the accompanying report, ordered to be printed. 

ORDER OF BUSINESS. 

Mr. TOWNSHEND, of Tlinois. Regular order. 

Mr. REED. I would like to have an opportunity to ask wnaninous 
consent to pass a bill—— 

Mr. HUTCHINS. I understand that there will be objection iack 
to passing any bill by consent. 

The SPEAKER. The regular order is called for. The Chair wil! 
state that the regularorder is the morning hour for the call of conmnit 
tees for reports. 

Mr. KELLEY. I move to dispense with the morning hou: 

Mr. RANDALL. I suppose it is the objectof the gentleman to mek 
that comprehensive enough to include also the suspension of priv.t 
business for to-day. 

Mr. KELLEY. It is my intention to make that motion. 

The SPEAKER. It will require a separate motion. The qucstiv 
is on agreeing to the motion of the gentleman from Pennsylvania to: 
pense with the morning hour for the call of committees. 

The motion was agreed to (two-thirds voting in favor thereof 

Mr. KELLEY. I now move to dispense with the consideration «| 
private business for to-day. 


PRINTING REPORT OF TARIFF COMMISSION, ETC. 


Mr. SPRINGER. I wish to makea privileged report from the (om 
mittee on Printing. 

There have been several requests on the part of members and ot! 
to print as if it had appeared in the REcoRrD portions of the report «1! 
testimony taken by the Tariff Commission, and a resolution w: 
ferred to the committee authorizing certain copies to be printed. |! 
committee have instructed me to report the resolution back with «-=1i!) 
stitute. 

Mr. RANDALL. Is that a privileged report? 

The SPEAKER. The Chair is unable to understand whether it i+“ 
not. 

Mr. SPRINGER. It isa privilegedreport. The gentleman wil! 1" 
object to it when he hears it read. The resolutions for this purj.~ i 
were introduced by the gentleman from Rhode Island [Mr. CHACE | «in a 
authorized the printing of 5,000 extra copies of certain parts of the tv- 
timony taken by the Tariff Commission. The committee recommie! 
the striking out of all after the enacting clause of the resolution ani |! 
insertion of what I send to the desk as a substitute. This author: 
the printing to be done by the Public Printer on certain condition 
which are specified in the substitute. } 

The SPEAKER. The proposed substitute will be read. 

The Clerk read as follows: 


The Committee on Printing recommend the striking out of all after the enact 

ing clause of the resolution and to insert as follows: 
** That the reports of the Tariff Commissi: 
thereof heretofore printed by order of Congress, may be 
instance of Senators, Represe!'s- 


ion and evidence and papers submitted 
therewith, or any part 
reprinted at the Public Printing Office at the 
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Mr. HASKELL. Let me ask the gentleman in charge of this mat- 
ver if that will in any way interfere wita the printing already author- 


- » SPRINGER. Not in the least. It interferes with no previous 
orders with reference to printing any portion of these tariff matters. 

Mr. HOLMAN. I think this publication ought to be under the same 
conditions as those of the general law, which requires 10 per cent. above 
cost to meet contingencies. “a 

Mr. SPRINGER. I do not think it is necessary to add the 10 per 
vent. on the cost, because the amount must be paid in advance, and this 
relates to a matter now pending before the House. Some gentlemen 
desire extra copies to be printed, and the committee have thought it 
well to allow them to be printed and to be paid for in advance, the same 
as for speeches. 

2 Mr. IASKELL. And it should be stated that this is not for the ben- 
efit of the member. 

Mr. SPRINGER. No. The members want to send them out in re- 
.ponse to demands made upon them. 

The concurrent resolution was adopted. 

Mr. SPRINGER moved to reconsider the vote by which the concur- 
rent resolution was adopted; and also moved that the motion to recon- 
sider be laid on the table. 

lhe latter motion was agreed to. 

SECTION 3788 REVISED STATUTES. 

Mr. VAN HORN. I ask unanimous consent to take from the Speak- 
er’s table, for reference to the Committee on Printing, the bill (S. 2370) 
to amend section 3780 of the Revised Statutes. 

There being no objection, the bill was taken from the Speaker's ta- 
ble, read twice, and referred to the Committee on Printing. 

REPORT OF DISTRICT HEALTH OFFICER. 


Mr. SPRINGER. I desire to make another privileged report from | 


the Committee on Printing. I am instructed to report back with a ta- 


vorable recommendation the joint resolution (H. Res. 293) authorizing | 


the printing of 2,500 copies of the report of the health officer of the 
District of Columbia. 

The resolution was read, as follows: 

Resolved, &c., That the Public Printer be, and is hereby, authorized to print 


2 500 extra copies of the annual report of the health officer of the District of Co- | 


jumbia; 100 for the use of the Senate, 300 for the use of the House of Represent- 
atives, and 2,109 for the use of the said health officer of the District of Columbia. 

The resolution was ordered to be engrossed and read a third time; 
and being engrossed, it was accordingly read the third time. 

The question was on the passage of the joint reselution. 

Mr. HOLMAN. I call for a division. 

The House divided; and there were—ayes 26, noes 42. 

Mr. SPRINGER. I call for tellers. 


Mr. TOWNSHEND, of Illinois. I make the point that no quorum | 


has voted. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair appoints as tellers the gentleman trom 
Illinois, Mr. SPRINGER, and the gentleman from Indiana, Mr. HoL- 
MAN. 

Mr. SPRINGER. This is the usual number which has always been 
printed. It is necessary that the health officer should have these cop- 
ies in order to exchange with other health boards. 


Mr. VALENTINE. I suggest that a quorum is not present, and that | 


the point of no quorum should not be insisted on. 

Mr. SPRINGER. If the House willallow me, I will withdraw the res- 
olution for the present. I donot desire the matter to be prejudiced by 
hasty action. 

There was no objection, and the resolution was withdrawn. 

ORDER OF BUSINESS. 


Mr. VALENTINE. I desire to offer a bill for reference. 

_ Mr. KELLEY. I must pressmy motion to dispense with private bus- 
iness for this day. 

The question being taken on Mr. KELLEY’s motion, it was agreed to 

two-thirds voting in favor thereof). 

Mr. KELLEY. I move that the House resolve itself into Committee 
of the Whole House on the state of the Union for the purpose of resum- 
ing the consideration of the tariff bill. 

The motion was agreed to. 

Che House accordingly resolved itself into Committee of the Whole 
House on the state of the Union, Mr. Burrows, of Michigan. in the 
chair, and resumed the consideration of the bill (H. R. 7313) to im- 
pose duties upon foreign imports, and for other purposes. 

TARIFF. 

Che CHAIRMAN. The House is in Committee of the Whole House 
on the state of the Union for the purpose of further considering the tarifl 
re, gentleman from Pennsylvania [Mr. KELLEY] is entitled to 

Mr. KELLEY. Mr. Chairman, when I retired from the floor yester- 
day it was not because I had said all that the committee had a right to 
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expect me to say, or all that I would have been glad to say, especially 
in reply to interrogatories that were pouring upon me very thickly trom 
the other side. It was because decorum and the usages of the House 
under peculiar circumstances, such as had arisen, required me to retire 
| The announcement of the resolutions of the Senate expressive of the ap 
preciation of that body of their late associate, Hon. Mr. Hill, of Georgia 
was about to be made, and it was fitting that no obstruction should be 
put in the way of their consideration by the House. 

I do not propose to renew my general discussion this morning, but 
desire to say this much, that 1 ought to have done, in vindication ot 
the present bill and of my assertion that I regard it as the most perfect 
tariff bill that has ever been submitted to the American Congress. The 
present tariff abounds in compound duties, so much specific, so much 
ad valorem, which experience has shown involve customs officers in 
much labor and lead to many appeals and much litigation. Following 
the Tariff Commission in this respect, the committee have adhered to 
simple duties wherever it was not found to be impracticable, as appears 
to be the case in a few instances. 

I had remarked that I believed the reduction of income under this 
bill would be very much more than that estimated by experts, and had 
| added that this reduction was exelusive of commissions, charges, & 

which I thought amounted on the average to about 10 per cent. It’ it 
| be asked why I anticipate a greater reduction, 1 will point to the fet 
that under the sweeping ‘‘not otherwise provided for’? clause in the 
metal schedule of the existing law about $8,000,000 was collected in 
1882. And my confident belief is that as most of the articles which 
| made up that large sum will, under this better-devised system of classi 
| fication, come in at their proper rates and under their proper designa 
| tions, while there will be some increase of revenue under these schedules 
the large amount under the not-otherwise-provided-for clause will almost 
| disappear as a total, it will have been distributed in minor amounts over 
other portions of the bill. 

Mr. SPRINGER. Will the gentleman from Pennsylvania allow mi 
to ask him one question for information ? 

Mr. KELLEY. I was about to say I was now ready to answer the 
questions which were being pressed upon me, I think by the gentleman 
from New York [Mr. Cox], possibly by the gentleman from Kentucky 
[Mr. CARLISLE], and for aught I know by my friend trom Illinois [M1 
SPRINGER]. Iwill be happy, if I can, to answer any question 

The CHAIRMAN. Does the gentleman from Pennsylvania yield to 
the gentleman from Illinois? 

Mr. KELLEY. For a question, yes. 

Mr. SPRINGER. Did I understand the gentleman from Pennsy! 
vania to state that the average reduction of duties recommended by the 
pending bill amounted to 10 per cent. of the existing rates ? 

Mr. KELLEY. If the gentleman so understood me it was becaus 
I utterly failed to express myself. 

Mr. SPRINGER. I understood the gentleman to say that there was 
i0 per cent. of reduction. 

Mr. KELLEY. I spoke only of the reduction resulting from thi 
abolition of charges upon inland transportation, commissions, &c 

Mr. SPRINGER. Then will the gentleman state what he has esti 
mated to be the average reduction upon existing rates by the present 
bill? Do I understand the gentleman to state 

Mr. KELLEY. I can not say what the gentleman understood me to 
state, after the question he has put tome. I can only repeat what | 
said. 

Mr. SPRINGER. I beg the gentleman’spardon. Tasked him what 
was the average amount of reduction proposed by this bill from exist 
ing rates. 

Mr. KELLEY. As I understand it, it runs in the neighborhood of 
5 per cent. over the whole imports, based upon the estimates of the im 
ports for 1882. That is exclusive of the reduction that will follow thy 
| abolition of the charges to which I have referred. 

A colleague on the Committee on Ways and Means reminds me that 
by the figuring of the experts the reduction will be at the rate of about 
12 per cent. over the whole list, and my impression is that it will I 
larger. My mind had wandered a little from the point of the gentle 
man’s question. 

Mr. SPRINGER. Will the gentleman allow me toask him whether 
the bill reported from the Committee on Ways and Means increases o1 
diminishes the rate of reduction proposed by the Tariff Commission? 

Mr. KELLEY. The gentleman has before him, or at least if he has 
not he ought to have 

Mr. SPRINGER. I have the big book here. 

Mr. KELLEY. And by examining it he will find just what is done 
on that subject on every item the position of which is not changed by 
reclassification, so that we could not ascertain exactly what the particu 
lar article pays. 

Mr. McKINLEY. But there has been a decrease from the recom 
mendation of the Tariff Commission. 

Mr. KELLEY. Yes; I am aware of that. 

Mr. SPRINGER. Iam very glad to hear the gentleman make that 
admission. * 

Mr. KELLEY. Our bill proposes less reduction than that proposed 
by the Tariff Commission. 
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Mr. MORRISON. Some $8,000,000 less on sugar, some four millions 
less on one article of tin-plate, and other amounts on other articles. 

Mr. KELLEY. Iam replying to the question of whether there is a 
reduction: how that reduction is reached is another question. 

Mr. SPRINGER. I see it stated in the reportof the Tariff Commis- 
sion that the reduction proposed by that commission is from 20 to 25 

yer cent. But I understood from the gentleman from Pennsylvania 
PM. KELLEY ] that the rate of reduction proposed by the Committee 
on Ways and Means is only about 12 per cent. 

Mr. KELLEY. I say that the calculation by the experts is that it 
will be 12 per cent.; but I think it will be much larger than that, and 
that is exclusive’ of the reduction resulting from the abolition of the 
duty on charges, commissions, &e. 

Mr. CARLISLE, Will the gentleman permit me to ask him a ques- 
tion ? 

Mr. KELLEY. Certainly. 

Mr. CARLISLE. There was some confusion in the Hall yesterday 
afternoon just as the gentleman was about closing his remarks, and 
I was not able to understand exactly what he said would be the effect 
upon the revenue of the proposition reported from the Committee on Ways 
and Means, ws well as of the proposition of the Tariff Commission, to 
abolish the duties on commissions, charges, and packages. I understood 
the gentleman to say that it would work a reduction of from 10 per cent. 
to 50 per cent, 

Mr. KELLEY. No; my estimate, based on the best information I 
could get, was that it would average about 10 percent. And when I 
understood the gentleman from Kentucky [Mr. CARLISLE], or possibly 
it was the gentleman from New York [Mr. Cox], to say that it was im- 
possible it could amount to that much, I replied that there were cases in 
which it amounted to about 50 per cent., but that the average would 
probably be about 10 per cent. 

Mr. CARLISLE. Fifty per cent. on the duties ? 

Mr. KELLEY. Yes, on foreign imports and consequently the duties. 

Mr. CARLISLE. [do not think it will average 3 per cent. on the 
whole schedule 

Mr. HASKELL. ‘There are instances in which—— 

Mr. KELLEY. 1 will not sustain the matter by my own assertion 
only, but will appeal to two of my colleagues for specific cases in which 
these charges 

Mr. CARLISLE. The gentleman must remember in the first place 
that the provision of the law which imposes duties upon commissions, 
charges, and packages applies only to those cases where ad valorem du- 
ties are imposed, and can have no reference whatever to those provisions 
of the law which impose specific duties. Our duties under the present 
law are largely specific, and they will be still more so under the bill 
reported from the Committee on Ways and Means. 

Now, in order to make a reduction of 10 per cent. in the revenue by 
reason of the abolition of these duties upon commissions, charges, and 
packages, it must be shown that they will amount to ten dollars on 
every hundred dollars’ worth of goods bought in a foreign market and 
imported into this country. I think no such proposition can be estab- 
lished. 

Mr. KELLEY. The gentleman from Kentucky will not dispute the 
proposition [ have already laid down that our present tariff is charac- 
terized by the general prevalence of compound duties; thata compound 
duty is made up in part of a specific duty and in partof an ad valorem; 
and as the charges now under discussion arise wherever an ad valorem 
duty is imposed, they arise on almost all the dutiable imports under 
the existing law. 

Mr. CARLISLE. Will the gentleman allow me to call his attention 
to the metal schedule, in regard to which the largest importations con- 
sist of pig-iron, wrought and cast scrap-iron, and steel rails, upon all 
of which the duty is purely specific ? 

Mr. KELLEY. Yet it is true that one of the prevailing complaints 
against the present tariff is based upon these compound duties, and 
one of the well-grounded and most widespread demands for revision is 
to get rid of compound duties which have rendered the discharge of 
imported goods through the custom-house so difficult. I affirm that 
thead valorem duty prevails in the general scale of our imports, and that 
10 per cent. will probably be found to be a moderate estimate. Now 
I ask my colleague on the committee who sits behind me [Mr. HAs- 
KELL] to state a case in which the charges and commissions amount 
to about 50 per cent., and I ask my colleague from Ohio [Mr. McKrx- 
LEY] to state another actual case. 

Mr. MORRISON, If the itleman from Pennsylvania will allow 
me before he gets away from thi + ee 

The CHAIRMAN. Does the yield? 

Mr. KELLEY. I shall not “‘get away from this subject;’’ and I 
had appealed to my colleagues on the committee to state cases. 

Mr. HASKELL. I am at liberty to state a case on the authority of 
« man whom every member of the Massachusetts delegation will rep- 
resent as one of the leading importers of glass and ware. I 
take the case of a crate of these goods from the interior Sea 

crate 
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worth $24, or perhaps $30. When you take the cost of the 
add to that the packing, fhe cost of inland 


per cen’ 
commission, the port charges, and then the valorem duty levied 





upon crockery generally, the amount of these charges and commissi, 
is $11 — some cents—about 50 per cent. of the invoice cles Pr 
road. 


Mr. CARLISLE. Does the gentleman intend to say that the impor. 
tation of an article from Europe, the cost of which is only $24, is a fj, 
sample to take? 

Mr. HASKELL. I did not say it was a fair sample—— 

Mr. CARLISLE. If it cost $12, the proportion of charges would }, 
much larger, of course. 

Mr. HASKELL. I did not state that it was a fair sample, nor diy 
the chairman of the committee. But he said that these charges jy; 
commissions would run upward from 5 Ao cent., and in one case }\. 
knew of would amount to 50 percent. He has appealed to me to xta;. 
a case. The name of this importer—I am willing to give it—ix \,, 
Jerome Jones, of Boston. 

Mr. CARLISLE. A very reputable man. 

Mr. HASKELL. A very reputable gentleman, and a good De 
crat, by the way. We have his statement,and I have the figur. 
That is an extreme case of the cost of an imported article being swelleq 
by the commissions and The chairman of our commiti. 
thinks that the commissions and charges will average 10 per cent.» 
the whole. I do not think they will go quite that high. 

A MEMBER. How high? 

Mr. HASKELL. I think they will go from 5 to 7} per cent. | 
think the total reduction by this bill on the basis of importations j, 
about 17 per cent., but I believe the total reductions without regard 1) 
importations—that is, giving us full credit for our reduction of tari 
rates—will reach, as the commission said they would, from 20 to 5 px: 
cent. of the present tariff rates. 

Mr. KELLEY. Now, Mr. Chairman, I am ready to yield to my 
friend from Virginia [Mr. TucKER], who, I understand, desires to pr: 
sent—— 

Mr. MORRISON. One word before the gentleman gets away thom 
this subject of ad valorem rates and the probable reduction to resi): 
from repealing the provision of law which make freights, charyes, si 
commissions part of the dutiable values. This has been stated }y tl 
gentleman from Pennsylvania [Mr. KELLEY] at 10 per cent., and |) 
other gentlemen at a still higher figure. If we may credit what wes 
in the newspapers, since we are not allowed to speak of what occurs «1 
the other end of the Capitol, it will appear that the estimate ther 
when extended over the whole range of duties, is 24} per cent. or less 
than five anda half millions on more than two hundred and fifteen mil! 
ions. The gentleman will remember there are certain schedules upon 
which there is no increase of duty resulting from this provision of |: 
because the duties are entirely specific. Take for illustration schedul 
of earthen and glass ware. While the duties on earthen-ware are en 
tirely ad valorem and are increased very largely by this provision © 
law, we get more import duties from glass, the other part of {hat sched 
ule, and upon this the duties are about three-fourths specitic. 

Nearly one-fourth of our revenue comes from sugar, and the duties 
upon it se entirely specific; and if the gentleman will ex:mine 1! 
woolen schedule he will find that of the twenty-nine or more millions 
of duty we collect from that schedule only thirteen millions is co! ecto! 
on ad valorem rates. 

Mr. KELLEY. I thought the gentleman was going to ask me « 
question. 

Mr. MORRISON. Yes; and Iam coming to the question. The ve 
tleman says when we have double duties, say 25 cents per yard and > 
per cent. ad valorem, amounting to 50 per cent. ona piece of goods, tha! 
this provision applies to the whole, increasing both ad valorem and |» 
cific rates. This I submit is not the fact. It applies to and increas 
the ad valorem part. And if the gentleman will take the trouble | «0! 
that is what I wish to ask him to do) he can ascertain the fact for hin 
self. 

Mr. KELLEY. I am grateful for this lecture, but I will be ='!! 
more so if the gentleman will now propound his question, bee: us | 
will have a chance for the floor hereafter. 

Mr. MORRISON. Does not the gentleman know these ad valor 
duties apply to less than one-half of the duties collected? 

Mr. KELLEY. No. 

Mr. MORRISON. And understanding it may average on eat! 
ware 17} per cent., does he not know that on silks and such gol- |! 
will average less than 5 per cent., which I believe a fair average !0' :\!' 
to which it applies, and as the duties are applicable to less than 0 
half of imported goods, does he not know that it will be less th: ~ 
per cent. on the whole? , 

Mr. HASKELL. The gentleman is in error about his articles. !!\ 
said the large im ion was of glass-ware where the rate is spe«'! 
I venture to say if he will examine the list he will find the rates «" 
ad valorem where they run up to these large amounts. 

Mr, MORRISON. I said so. 

Mr. HASKELL. No; you turned it the other way, that the lui 
importations were at specific rates. 

Mr. MORRISON, On glass not on earthen ware. 


Mr. HASKELL. On earthen-ware, on which the rates are ad vs 


lorem entirely. The gentleman is all wrong. 





lit 
lit 





1883. CONGRESSIONAL 





Mr. KELLEY. t 
TuckeR] I desire to my anxiety that general debate shall be 
\imited to as brief a period as is consistent. We on this side want but 
little general debate. We believe that the five-minute debate, with a 
jjberal allowance for printing, which is usually made during such de- 
hates, would give ample time and means for the discussion of this bill 
after the very elaborate discussion on the abstract principles of tariif 
which took place during the last session of Congress. I ask the other 

<ide of the House to let me know at the close of the speech of their 
colleague how short a period will in their judgment be necessary for 
weneral debate. I have no disposition to crowd the matter, but am 
very anxious to have the time reduced to the least period which will 
be agreeable to gentlemen on both sides. f 

Mr. TUCKER. Mr. Chairman, the bill which is reported by the com- 
mittee contains 2,440 lines. There is scarcely an article known to the 
consumption of the American people that is not included within its 
schedules for taxation, either by name or within their extraordinary 
classifications. We are taxed on every class of subjects, and if the 
House will look at the bill they will find the last item is some article 
whose name begins with “Z.’’ So, then, we are taxed from ‘‘A’’ to 
“igzard.”” (Laughter. } 

The truth is that the whole purpose of our tariff system seems to have 
been perverted from its original object, which was to select those sub- 
jects which would produce revenues for the support of the Government, 
until by the law of the last session experts have been employed tor the 
purpose of finding not how we can raise revenue but how we can pre- 
vent revenue, in the interest of bounty to monopolies. 

Why, Mr. Chairman, my friends and colleagues on the Committee on 

Ways and Means who hold views diverse from my own will admit that 
in the counsels of our committee it was conceded by a witness before 
us that certain duties were absolutely prohibitory and were intended 
tobe so. Andas to one of the classitications in the wool schedule, upon 
which they do not know the present rate of duty charged because of 
expert classification, it was also conceded that it was not even an infant 
industry, but an industry to be brought into being by this paternal Gov- 
ernment (not an infant in esse but only in posse) in order that the little 
bantling after it was started into life might be protected by the public 
bounty as all other infant industries are by this so-called protective 
wlicy. 
Mr. Chairman, let us look at the history of the efforts for the revision 
of this tariff. We tind that the tariff which had existed up to 1861-’62 
was revised by what is known as the Morrill tariff at rates very largely 
below whatnow exist, that continued during the warand until 1872-’73, 
when there was# revision by which the duties were reduced 10 percent. 
(nd just before the advent of the Democratic party to power in this 
Ilouse, in the last hours of the Forty-third Congress, the tariff was re- 
vised again, and the 10 per cent. which had been taken off was again 
imposed and continues tothis day. And this tariff is higher in most 
respects than that of 1842, and on the average on dutiable articles is 
nearly as high as any in our history. 

Ever since that time we have been trying to get this tariff revised. 
My honorable friend trom Illinois [Mr. MoRg& ISON ], who was chairman 
of the Committee on Ways and Means in the Forty-tourth Congress, re- 
ported a bill on which we might have secured action had it not been tor 
the great Presidential issue of the winter of 1876-’77. The late chairman 
of the Committee on Ways and Means, Hon. Fernando Wood of New 
York, in the Forty-fifth Congress reported a bill, and the only consider- 
ation it received from our friends on the other side of the House when 
it came into the Committee of the Whole was a motion made to strike 
out the enacting clause, which was done. Every effort, Mr. Chairman, 
hitherto made has been foiled; and the effort has been to keep the peo- 
ple of this country under the same burden of taxation that now exists 
without any change or revision. No change has been made except in 
the sporadic case of the motion of my friend from Kentucky [Mr.Mc- 
KENZIE] to suspend the rules and put quinine on the free-list. 

At the last session of Congress, when a proposition was made to con- 
sider the revision of the tariff, a counter-proposition for the creation of 
4 tariff commission was offered for the purpose of making that revision. 
\ commission for a revision had been proposed in a previous Congress, 
but it was postponed. As was wittily said by some one, the whole 
lariff Commission proposition was simply an affidavit for a continuance. 
We were told at the last session of Congress that Congress was incapa- 
hle of acting upon the question, that it was incompetent for the task 
of a systematic and revision of the tariff, and that we must 
have a board of experts upon a commission to do that work for Con- 
xress, On our side of the House, in opposition to that commission, we 
‘nsisted that when the report of the commission came into Congress, with 
ts tariff proposition, we would necessarily be compelled to go to work 
'o remedy the defects that might exist in it; in fact, to revise the revis- 
‘on; and the Committee on Ways and Means of the House-and the Fi- 
nance Committee at the other end of the Capitol have been for nearly 
‘wo months revising and changing the work of the commission of ex- 
perts. Itis not surprising that this should be the case. That com- 
mission for revision, I will not say all of them, because it is not true, 
but a number of the gentlemen who were on that commission were per- 
‘ons who were interested in the perpetuation of this system by which 


Before I yield to the gentleman from Virginia [Mr. | 
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the consumers of the country are made to contribute to the support ot 
the monopolies. It was a tribunal so constituted that the advocates at 
its bar were the judges who sat on its bench; and after their advocacy 
of the system which they proposed in their own interests they sat on 
the bench and decided accordingly. This was rot true of all; there were 
exceptions; but it was notoriously true of some of them. 

The bill of that commission came into our Committee on Ways and 
Means. I am not revealing any of the secrets of that committee when 
I say that two of the members of that commission appeared before it, 
and one of them very signally went back on the report which he had 
signed as a member of the commission, and advocated the views which 
had been his own personal views on the cominission, but in which he 
was overruled by the other members. Being thusoverruled he came into 
the committee, and the committee almost entirely subscribed to his 
views and increased the duties on woolen goods, being the particular 
articles to which that member of the commission addressed himself. 
The committee in the way of revision of the bill of the commission has 
increased the duties, I believe, certainly with very few exceptions, as, 
for example, on sugars and tin-plates. 

Mr. HASKELL. 
on sundries—— 

Mr. TUCKER. Yes, particularly on sundries; and in that nomen 
generalissinum the gentleman covers a large amount of bounty 

Mr. HASKELL. I saya large reduction was made by the committee 
on the report of the commission in these and other articles. 

Mr. TUCKER. Now, Mr. Chairman, here is the bill of the Tariff 
Commission and here is the bill as we propose it, or rather as the com 
mittee propose; and my honorable triend the chairman of the commit 
tee, the chancellor of the exchequer, comes in with his budget under 
his arm, and when asked, as he was on yesterday, to throw some light 
on this subject and tell the House and the country what would be the 
effect of the revenue bill now proposed on the quantum of revenue, he 
said he was unable to do anything more than to make a very shrewd 
guess at it. 

Mr. KELLEY. 
“shrewd guess.’’ 

Mr. TUCKER. 1 do notthink my friend made a shrewd one, at all 
events; and the fact of the matter is that the committee has come into 
this House unprepared as a committee to satisfy the inquiries of the 
House and the demands of the country to know what is to be the effect 
of this bill which we propose to the country to adopt. 

Gentlemen have said, or the intimation has been thrown out, that we 
on our side of the House have been operating for delay and to postpone 
the consideration of this tariff bill. 1 was anxious, Mr. Chairman, that 
there should be a postponement of the consideration of the bill until the 
members of the committee, and especially its chairman, should be filled 
with sufficient information to throw some light upon this important sub 
ject. 

Mr. HASKELL. I want to ask the gentleman from Virginia, when 
he says that we can not give correctly the amount of reduction of reve 
nues that this bill will produce, if in his experience he has ever seen a 
tariff bill or an internal-revenue bill, or if he ever hopes to see one, where 
in any man can fairly with accuracy estimate the amount of revenue 
resulting therefrom ? 

Mr. TUCKER. I say, with very great respect to my friend from Kan 
sas and to all the members of the Committee on Ways and Means quo- 
rum pars minima fui, that I think the committee has shown itself in- 
adequate to the task devolved upon it by the House if when it comes in 
with a bill so important as this tor the revision of the tariff it is unable 
even to make a shrewd estimate or guess as to the effect of the bill upon 
the Government. 

Mr. HASKELL. Here is the estimate which I hold in my hand. 

Mr. TUCKER. Does my friend from Kansas mean to say that that 
is even a shrewd estimate? 

Mr. HASKELL. You asked for an estimate. 

Mr. TUCKER. I wanted a shrewd estimate. 

Mr. HASKELL. We will leave that to the Democracy 

Mr. KELLEY. Will not the gentleman from Virginia, who was also 
a member of the Committee on Ways and Means, give us his estimate, 
or even a shrewd guess, and the date upon which his estimate is based, 
and I trust it will be a shrewd one? Iask the gentleman, as one of the 
Committee on Ways and Means charged with the preparation of this 
bill, to give us such an estimate as he himself has been able to form with 
reference to the question he asks, because he had every facility that we 
had and all of the opportunities that. we have had for making an esti- 
mate. 

Mr. TUCKER. My honorable friend, the chairman of the Commit- 
tee on Ways and Means, has said that it was not our duty to make an 
estimate. 

Mr. KELLEY. 

Mr. TUCKER. 

Mr. KELLEY. Yes, sir. 

Mr. TUCKER. Now, Mr. Chairman, let me say to my friend that he 
will remember that on the morning this bill was reported or was ordered 
to be reported he came into the committee with his report prepared, cut 
and dried for the occasion; and that we asked leave to get some informa- 
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tion from the Treasury Department in reference tothese matters of revenue 


and the effects of these duties. We wanted the delay in order that we 
might get the facts on which we might make an estimate; that delay was 
not aceorded to us. The bill was ordered to be reported. It came in 
with that reservation. 
making the estimate, but I can show that the estimate which has been 
made in the paper which the gentleman holds in his hand is utterly 
delusive. 

Mr. KELLEY. Mr. Chairman, I desire to say right here, in response 
to the averments of the gentleman from Virginia, that the paper I now 
hold in my hand was then completed or receiving the finishing touches 
trom that agent of the Treasury Department who has for many years 
had charge of the preparation of the volume on the exports and imports 
which enter into domestic consumption. He was also the compiler of 
the volume I have here, giving us the Treasury statistics on these subjects 
trom 1867 to 1878, and has compiled those of the subsequent years; and 
! ask the gentleman whether it is not within his knowledge that the 
‘Treasury Department had appealed to the committee to send it this table 
prepared under the supervision of the committee by this agent, that it 
might be returned to us with the Treasury certificate. I do not wish 
to speak of the secrets of the committee-room, but I do say that the 


Treasury sat with us through its clerk best equipped for the duty of 


preparing the information referred to day by day, taking ouragreed rates 
of duty and calculating the ad valorem and putting the results in the 
table day by day. No information has been withheld, nor was the bill 
precipitated upon the House until we had all the Treasury could give us 
in the way of information. 

Mr. TUCKER. I would like to know whether my hour has expired, 
or whether my friend from Pennsylvania now controls the floor? 

Mr. KELLEY. No, sir; but when the gentleman made a statement 
which was so easily overthrown I felt it my duty to do it. 

The CHAIRMAN. ‘The gentleman from Virginia is entitled to the 
floor. 

Mr. TUCKER. I now desire to go on. 

The CHAIRMAN. The gentleman from Virginia will proceed. 

Mr. TUCKER. I do not doubt that what my honorable friend has 
said is true, although I am not aware of it. But one thing is clear, that 
the gentleman would not put the estimates which are found in that paper 
in the report which he has submitted to the House. Why was not that 
done? Was it because the gentleman did not consider those estimates 
reliable? Ifso, then in the midst of all this darkness upon which the 
report of the committee throws no light, what light is thrown upon it 
by the estimate which the gentleman holds in his hand, and which I 
will show directly is absolutely delusive? 

Now, Mr. Chairman, that I may not exhaust my time in this play 
between myself and the gentlemen, my colleagues on the committee, I 
proceed to say that in the revision and formation of a tariff bill three 
partiesare interested: the Government for itsrevenue, the manutacturer 
far his bounty, and the consumer for his burden. 

Before I go into an analysis of the bill in respect to these important 
interests, permit me to make this remark: those with whom I co-op- 
erate upon that committee and with whom I stand associated in this 
Hlouse on the tariff question have not proposed any radical reforms in 
this tariff system. We recognize the fact that under this protective-tar- 
iff policy industries have grown up, have been brought into being, have 
been nursed by the Government, and capital has been invested in them 
to such an extent that it would not only be wrong but unstatesmanlike 
for any one in this country to attempt to break up the whole manufact- 
uring interests of the country by a leap from the high protective sys- 
tem which prevails down to what I would regard as a revenue-tariff sys- 
tem. All that we have proposed or attempted to do, and all that we will 
attempt to do in the course of the investigation of this bill is to diminish 
the enormous profits of the manufacturing industries which are derived 
trom levying a tribute upon the consuming interests of the country. 

With this preliminary statement I proceed to show what I call the 
special attention of the House to, that the burden which the consumer 
bears in reference to the tariff system is double in its character. He 
bears a burden resulting from the tax levied by the Government upon 
the article of import that he consumes, which tax goes into the Treas- 
ury. That isa burden which he bears in the support of his government; 
and heavy as it may be for all the legitimate purposes of the Govern- 
ment, he cheerfully bears it. But there is another burden that he bears, 
and that is the burden which results from a system of prohibitory duties 
under your tariff system, which, by preventing importation, prevents 
all revenue, but indirectly enhances the price of the home article he is 
forced to consume instead of the foreign article; not to the full extent 
of the duty in all cases; but a large percentage of that duty he does pay 
in the enhanced price of the domestic article he consumes, and which 
thus goes, not into the Treasury at all, but into the pockets of the man- 
nfacturer as a bounty contributed by the consumer. 

It is obvious, therefore, that when the country lifts its hands and cries 
fora relief from the burden, it isidle and delusive forthe gentlemen on the 
other side to say, *‘ Why, do not you see we have decreased the burden ? 
The revenues under this tariff will be $20,000,000 less than they are 


I confess I have not the means at my disposal of 








lessened; but if along with the lessening of the duty which would « 
into the Treasury you increased the duties which are for the benetit of 
the manufacturer, and by prohibiting importation increase the }oyy;, 
paid by the consumer, do you not see that while you credit the (0, em 
ment with a diminution of burden on the score of revenue to jit \,, 
must charge the Government and this bill with the increase of }),,;,), n 
which comes from the amount the consumer is made to pay to the »,, 
nopolies of the manufacturers? 

A revenue duty and a protective duty differ as wide as the poles 
A revenue duty looks to and invites importation; a protective «y;, 
forbids or decreases importation. And therefore I say to my friey«. 
upon the other side that when you come to measure the amoun: , 
diminution of burden which the proposed bill makes for the beneti: ,; 
the people, you must not only see how much diminution of reve), 
that goes to the Government it affects, but how much diminutioy , 
tribute it makes in the form of bounty to the manufacturers of +). 
cguntry. 

Therefore when revenue ceases or is reduced it does not necessari|, 


| follow that burdens are increased, because the revenue may be reduce 
| by the imposition of a prohibitory duty, which would at the same ti), 


increase the burden in the form of a bounty to the protected interes: 

Take this case: Suppose that the duty on pig-iron, which is now s> 
a ton, should be increased to $20 a ton. That of course would preyer; 
all revenue from pig-iron, and gentlemen could say, ‘‘ Do you not so 
that the duty which we now have laid on pig-iron relieves the dear peop|; 
from all burden, for the Government gets no revenue from pig-iron, to) 
the people pay no duty onit?’’? But at the very same moment the duty 
of $20 a ton on pig-iron, by preventing all importation of that artic), 
would tend to increase the monopoly of the manufacturers of pig-iroy 
in this country so as to enhance the price paid by the consumer {oy tha: 
article. Therefore the burdens may really be increased by a rate 
duty which would apparently diminish the burdens, because }y ¢},: 
duty the Government obtains no revenue at all. 

Take this instance, and I call the attention of my honorable friends {yyy 
the South to it, take the instance of cotton-ties. The present duty on co 
ton-ties under the ‘‘n. 0. p.’’ provision, the ‘‘not otherwise provided 
provision, is 35 per cent. ad valorem. Now, whatis the duty proposed 
by this bill? It will amount, as I see by the statement of some gent): 
man who has made a calculation, to 82 per cent. ad valorem. 

Now, while under the present rate of duty of 35 per cent. ad \oloren 
there is a revenue collected for the Government from cotton-ties, und 
the proposed rate of duty of 82 per cent. ad valorem there will be 1 
revenue at all derived from that source. And the effect of it will ly 
that gentlemen will say, ‘* Why, you see we have relieved the people o! 
the country, particularly our Southern brethren, from all taxation on 
account of cotton-ties.’? That is to say, by the crook of the Treasury \. 
will take nothing, but by the crook of protection the burden on the « 
ton-tie consumer is doubled in the interest of the monopolist manu tie 
urer, although the Government does not get a cent of revenue trom 1 

Mr. HASKELL. May I ask the gentleman one question on thy 
ton-tie question ? 

Mr. TUCKER. My triend will have ample time to reply to me! 
am very glad to see that he perceives the necessity for unlimited delat 
[ Laughter. } 

Mr. HASKELL. I do not see that. 

Mr. TUCKER. I beg pardon of the gentleman; he will follow nv 
and I hope will do so in extended remarks, because the subject needs 
full and ample explanation. 

Mr. HASKELL. The statement of the gentleman is so gross!) in« 
curate that I would like to respond now. 

Mr. TUCKER. If the gentleman wants to reply I will yield to him 
if it does not come out of my time. 

Mr. HASKELL. I will not take the gentleman’s time. 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair understands that the gentleman troy 
Virginia [Mr. TUCKER] declines to yield. 

Mr. TUCKER. No, I will yield to my friend. 

Mr. HASKELL. The statement made by the gentleman trom \) 
ginia [Mr. TUCKER] was that he had been informed by some gent!lemc' 
that the duty on cotton-ties proposed by this bill will amount to >. }» 
cent. ad valorem. Now, I hold here in my hand the price-list of cotton 
ties forthe last ten years, showing that the rate of duty under the presen 
law of 35 per cent. ad valorem on cotton-ties went as high in som 
instances as 2} cents per pound, while under the bill of the committe 
it will be but 1.41 cents per pound. The present rate of duty of 35 pe) 
cent. ad valorem is about 2 cents per pound, while the rate of duty pre 
posed by the bill of the committee is about 1.41 cents per pound: s!iow 


ing that the statement made by this gentleman to whom referenee h- 


been made, whoever he may be, that the duty on cotton-ties has he 
doubled by this bill, is incorrect, for I can prove it will be lowered ont! 
average rate of cotton-ties for the last ten years. 

Mr. MILLS. If the gentleman from Virginia [Mr. TUCKER] © 
allow me a moment—— 

Mr. TUCKER. Certainly. 

Mr. MILLS. I have here a list furnished by Nailor & Co., of Sew 


under the existing tariff.’’ True, if that be the fact the burden which | York, importers, of the price paid by them for cotton-ties in England 
the citizen bears in contributing to the support of the Government is | which is $35.39 per ton. At the rate proposed by the bill of the Com 
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mittee on Ways and Means, the duty on cotton-ties will be $31.36 per 
ton, or the equivalent of an ad valorem duty of over 81 per cent. 

Mr. CARLISLE. Nearly 82 per cent. 

Mr. TUCKER. Now, the ‘‘ veritable estimate’’ which has been re- 
ferred to by the chairman of the Committee on Ways and Means [ Mr. 
KELLEY], and which is to throw so much lighton this controversy, my 
friend from Kansas (Mr. HASKELL] says is not reliable, for the duty on 
-otton-ties as estimated in that statement is equivalent to an ad valorem 
duty of 81.64 percent. Now, is thisestimatereliableornot? Did you 


pring into the House a paper to instruct the House which tells what is | 


yt true? 

7 Mr. HASKELL. That paper is one asked for by your side of the 
committee, and you got what you asked for. 

Mr. TUCKER. This paper is one which was referred to by the honor- 
able chairman of the committee when he was asked a few minutes ago 
how he would throw any light upon the subject, and he said, ‘‘ Here 
is the statement and it is all that we have.’’ [Applause and laughter. } 
Now, ‘if the light that is in thee be darkness, how great is that dark- 
ness!”? [Renewed laughter.] Has my friend from Kansas any further 
question to ask me? 

Mr. HASKELL. I stated to the gentleman the rate of the average 
jor the last ten years. I said nothing about the present rate except to 
compare it with the average rate. I hold here a statement of the price 
of cotton-ties for the last ten years. 

Mr. TUCKER. I take the latest information; and, besides, | want to 
know, and I press the question on the House, why is it if, as the gen- 
tleman from Kansas [ Mr. HASKELL] says, the proposed bill puts a duty 
on cotton-ties lower than the existing tariff that the manufacturing in- 
terest is so eager to change the rate of the existing tariff and adopt that 
proposed by the bill of the committee’? 

Now, Mr. Chairman, let me show how absurdly delusive this whole 
statement is. In the last column of this statement, as gentlemen will 
see, under the head of ‘‘estimated duties on merchandise entered for 
consumption during the year ending June 30, 1882, at the proposed rates 


of duty,” the revenue from the duty on cotton-ties proposed by this | 
bill is given as $608,000, while the duties previously levied on cotton- | 


ties amounted only to $270,000. This would appear to show that by 
this change of duty there will be an increase of revenue. But every- 
body knows that the increased duty will be prohibitory, and there will 
be no revenue. Hence I say that this table submitted to us by the 
committee is one which, if it be relied upon, will absolutely delude us, 
for the reason I have already stated, that a revenue duty does not pro- 
hibit importation, while a protective duty, by prohibiting importation, 
does not increase revenue, but is bound to diminish it. But remember 
while the protective duty does not burden the citizen for the benefit of 


the Government, it burdens him to a greater extent with a bounty to | 


the manufacturer for whom it creates a monopoly. 


There is one other matter to which I wish to call attention that gen- | 


tlemen may notice it in the progress of our examination of this bill: that 
the form of specific duties and the results as tabulated in the paper re- 
ferred to from the committee will, if we rely upon them, deceive us. 


will take one illustration. It is said that the duty of $7 a ton on pig- 


iron is only about 37 per cent. The reason of this, if you will look into | 


the reports of the Bureau of Statistics, will be found to be that the unit of 
value of a ton of pig-iron imported into this country in,1881—’82 was $18; 
and Mr. Oliver in his late statement before the Committee on Finance 
of the Senate has said that most of the pig-iron imported during that 
year was Bessemer pig, the highest-priced pig. Now, on $18 a ton, $7 
is about 37 per cent. ; but what becomes of all the cheaper grades of pig- 
iron which can be made in England for $10 per ton, and the freight on 
whieh will be, say, two or three dollars a ton? Seven dollars a ton on 
pig-iron worth $10 a ton would be 70 per cent.; but this duty of $7a ton 
on the lower grades of pig, being absolutely prohibitory, brings no reve- 
nue. It is only the higher class of pig that brings you any revenue at 
all, because the ad valorem equivalent of the duty is less on the higher 
class than it is on the lower class. 

Therefore I ask my friends on both sides of the House to be careful not 
to he deluded—of course I do not use the term in any improper sense— 
not to be deluded by the appearances of this table, but to see by look- 
‘ng at the report of the Bureau of Statistics for the amount of imports 
into the country and at the unit of value upon which the equivalent 
ad valorem duty isestimated. These specific duties cover articles rang- 
‘ng sometimes I will say from 20 cents to 50 cents; so that the rate of 
duty, while it may be fair for the high-priced article, may be absolutely 
prohibitory as to the low-priced article, all being in the same class un- 
‘ler the same specific duty. 

Now, Mr. Chairman, there is a subject which has been one of very 
sreat Interest in this discussion—the subject of labor. I have gone into 
that so fully on a former occasion that I do not desire to consume time 
"pon it just now, except by making one or two statements. I wish to 
show that the idea that a protective tariff can have any effect in increas- 
ing the wages of labor in a country is absolutely unfounded. If you 
will ask aman why he wants a protective tariff he will tell you, because 
labor is so much higher in this country than abroad that he can not pay 
the wages demanded and manufacture the article at a profit. Suppose 
there were no tariff, would the protective-tariff man demand a tariff ? 
Yes. Why? Because under free trade, as labor here would be so much 


I} 


| higher than it is abroad, capitalists in certain branches of industry could 
| not afford to carry them on, could not gointo these manutiactures with- 

out a protection which would enable them to pay the wages demanded 
| Thus it will be seen that so far from the tariff being the cause of the 
| high wages, it is the fact of high wages that nakes the occasion and cre 
ates the need for a tariff. Men want protection because, as they say, 
the laborer demands higher wages here than he does in England, and 
they can not afford to carry on manufactures unless they get enough pro- 
tection to give such price to the products as will leave a profit after pay- 
ing the wages demanded by labor. Yet the protectionist turns the ar- 
gumentright around, and holds that the tariff is the cause of high wages, 
when in fact the high rate of wages in this country is the cause of man- 
ufacturers wanting and demanding a tariff for protection. 
But, Mr. Chairman, there is no man on the committee—and I speak 
not only for gentlemen on the other side but for myself and, I think, for 
the distinguished friends who act with me on this question—there is 
no man on the committee who is not willing in the present condition 
of things to accord such a duty upon all these manufactured articles as 
will enable the manufacturing interests to pay the full measure of weges 
that the American laborer has a right to demand. But what we desire 
is that after we have made the tariff high enough to enable you to pro 
tect the laboring man in his wages, you shall not under the color of 
getting a high tariff to protect the laboring man get a tariff which will 
enormously increase the profits of manufacturing capital 
But I want to call the attention of the committee to another point in 
this connection. A proper question for the laborer to ask is not.only 
| ‘* How much wages will I get ?’’ but ‘‘ How much will I be able to get 
| with my wages?’’ It is not how much wages in money he gets into 
| his hands, but how much of the comforts of lite will he be able to bus 
with his wages. When you tax the blanket, when you tax the tood 
when you tax the clothing and the very homes of the poor laboring man 
50, 60, and 70 per cent., it isa mere delusion to him to increase his wages 
and then toa like extent increase the price of the things he has to buy 
with his wages. 
There is another matter to which I desire to call especial attention, 
and that is a point made by a distinguished gentleman on the Republican 
side of this House many years ago. I claim for it no originality, and 
give him full credit. I refer to my friend the present Director of the 
Mint, the Hon. Mr. Burchard, of [linois. The ideais this: The factors 
that enter into the cost of every manufactured article are the cost of 
the raw material and the cost of the labor. Now, if the raw material 
| costs the domestic manufacturer no more that it does the foreigner 

(sometimes it is less, as in the case of cotton) and the cost of labor in 

this country is 50 per cent. higher than it is in the cotton factories of En 
| gland (which it is not, for the reports of the Secretary of State show 
that, looking to the efliciency of our labor and the length of time em 
| ployed, the English laborer is as well paid in the cotton factories of 
Manchester as in the cotton factories of America; I refer to the reports 
of Mr. Secretary Blaine and Mr. Secretary Fvarts), in such case the 
manufacturer demands such duty on the perfected article as will com 
pensate for the increased price of raw material and of labor. Now, 
| when raw material is not enhanced to the domestic manufacturer over 
what the foreign manuiacturer has to pay, then the only thing you 
want a duty for is to protect the labor. I may say the labor in cot 
ton manufactures, in round numbers (I am not precisely accurate), is 
about 20 per cent. and the raw material 80 per cent. It is obvious, 
then, to any man who is an arithmetician that if you want to give 50 
per cent. protection to the labor involved in the manufacture of that 
particular cotton product worth $100 a duty of 10 per cent. on the 
whole product, which amounts to $10, will yield 50 per cent. on the 
$20 of labor in the produet; therefore where the cost of the raw mate 
rial here and abroad is the same, and the only thing to be protected is 
the labor, you may distribute a small duty over the whole product 
which will accumulate on the element of labor engaged in it to an ex 
tent ample forits protection. And in the case of cotton a duty of 10 
per cent. on the cotton manufactured would be equivalent to aduty of 
50 per cent. protection to the labor engaged in making it 

That same doctrine applies in reference to all manufactured articles 
Yet very often ourfriends say that while the cost of labor here and in 
England differs by 50 per cent., you must have on this article 50 per 
cent. duty to protect the laborer. But the view I have taken shows 
this is not necessary. You must look in each caseat what is the cost ot 
raw material there and here, and so lay your duty on the whole, raw ma 
terial and labor combined, as will be equivalent to the protection of the 
labor engaged in the manufacture of the particular article. 

Now, Mr. Chairman, let us see how much the manufacturer is in- 
terested in this matter. I find by the returns of the census that on all 
of the manufactures of this country the profits amount to over 35 per 
cent. under the existing tariff—the profits on woolens to 34 per cent. 
on chemicals, 33 per cent.; on cottons, 24 per cent. On iron and steel 
the final report has not been made, as there have been errors in the 
previous one; but the new report will show an increased profit over the 
present one. But the profits on iron and steel by the present report 
amount to 21 per cent.; on window-glass they amount to 20 per cent. 

Mr. McKINLEY. May I interrupt the gentleman from Virginia 
with a single question? 

Mr. TUCKER. Yes, sir. 
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Mr. McKINLEY. I wish to ask the gentleman how he reaches those 
fixures; that is, what computation he makes use of for reaching the con- 
clusion he has just announced ? 

Mr. TUCKER. Iwilltellyou. I find the capital invested is so much; 
I find the cost of the raw material entering into the manufacture is so | 
much, and all the wages paid to labor so much, and the value of the 
product is so much; and then I deduct raw material plus labor from the 
value of the product, and the residuum is the profit on the capital. 

Such being the beneficial results to the manufacturer, what is it to the 
consumer Whether you levy the duty on him and put it into the Treas- 
ury or levy the same duty and put it into the manufacturer’s pocket? 
I will tell you what is the difference to the consumer. That which he 
puts into the Treasury goes to the support of the Government and is a 


committee will observe when they come to look at the schedules ii, (.. 
tail, and at this paper in reference to the comparative rates of duty yoy 
proposed and those in force under the existing tariff, that while tivere j< 
a diminution of duty upon some of the lower types of cotton manu yo. 
ures it is upon thatclass that is not only not imported in any consid. 

able quantity, but of which we export five or six times more thay ¢},. 
quantity we import, so that in reality we have the command oy ;),. 
domestic market without any duty at all, and yet the existing duty \, 
prohibitory and the duty fixed by the proposed bill will be still jy, 
hibitory. There is no relief to the consumer as to such articles, \y,. 
are exporting the very things to foreign countries and selling them j), 
competition with foreign manufacturers at a lower rate than we s)) 
them at home to our own people. But when you come to these artic, 





benelitto him. What goesinto the pocket of the monopolistsisa tribute 
which he pays out of his own labor to fill the already full and overilow- 
ing coffers of the manulacturing industries of the country. 

[| have stated general principles which I think are proper to be con- 
sidered prior to coming to look at the schedules in this bill. The first 
schedule is on chemicals. In order to prevent this tariff from being a 
tariff for revenue, the duties on spices are entirely taken off and those 
articles are put on the free-list, and everything, I believe, which is made 
in this country and to which any amount of labor is contributed is put 
on the dutiable list at a high rate of duty. 

(Juinine is restored to the dutiable list, and all medicines and min- 
eral waters that are contributed by nature for the cure of disease and 
the administration of health to the human family are made dutiable. 
In other words, nature herself is taxed under this proposed bill in order 
that she may not contribute the gifts of God for the welfare of man- 
kind. 

Let me look at this matter of chemicals a little further and see how 
they fare under this revision. The labor employed or the wages paid 
in chemicals, according to the census reports, is $11,820,728: the amount 
paid for raw material is $77,344,281, and the product is $117,407,054; 
the profits, therefore, are about $28,000,000, or 33 per cent. on the in- 
vestment. But, again, the materials used are not all of them subject 
to any rate of duty; and therefore the principle that we have already 
applied would amply protect labor with a low rate of duty, because the 
raw material is on the free-list in many instances. 

Let us look briefly into the schedule of duties as fixed by this bill on 
earthen-ware and glass. Looking at the amount of labor, raw material, 
and the product, as before, I tind that the profits are about 20 per cent. 
of the glass manufactured, and yet the duty on window. glass is kept 
at a rate of from 59 to 84 per cent. ad valorem. But before leaving this 
subject of earthen-ware, while I do not desire to delay the committee by 
going into the question of details, it will be found that in this matter of 
earthen-ware—common earthen-ware—that it is put into the classitica- 
tion with china, and that will result in increasing the duty on earthen- 
ware from 40 to 65 per cent, 

In the matter of metals, the duties on copper, although somewhat re- 
duced, are still prohibitory, The profits on copper apparently are not 
as large as on other things, and yet we have a statement of the great 
copper mine of Michigan, the Calumet and Hecla, for which there was 
paid originally $8 ashare. It is standing now in the market at $250 a 
share, and, as i was informed, the annual profits, or rather the divi- 
dends, amount to 250 per cent. Now, that is a copper infant with a 
good deal more brass about it than most of them have. [Laughter. ] 
| will not go into the schedule of metals very particularly at this time, 
because that will be examined particularly by other gentlemen, and 
very carefully when we come to the details of the bill in the commit- 
tee. There is a small decrease, for instance, of the duty on pig-iron. 
There is also some decrease in the duty on Bessemer rails. 

The CHAIRMAN. The time of the gentleman from Virginia has 
expired. 

Mr. BUCKNER. 
permitted to continue his argument. 

Mr. KELLEY. I would ask—and I do not mean to object to the ex- 
tension of the time—whether gentlemen on that side of the House can 
now give some idea as to what they would regard as a reasonable time 
for this debate ? 

Mr. TUCKER. 
floor. 

Mr. HASKELL. 
sume another hour? 

Mr. MONEY. The gentleman from Virginia desires simply to finish 
his remarks. 

The CHAIRMAN, 
ginia continuing ? 

Mr. HASKELL. 

Mr. TUCKER. 
ask leave to print. 

Mr. HASKELL. 
man’s time. 

The CHAIRMAN. Is there objection to extending the time of the 
gentleman from Virginia to enable him to conclude his remarks ? 

There was no objection. 

Mr. TUCKER. Now, Mr. Chairman, in the matter of cotton the 


Does the gentleman from Virginia desire to con- 


Is there objection to the gentleman from Vir- 


For how long? 
lf my friend insists upon it I will give way now and 
[Cries of ‘Go on!’’] 
I have no objection to the extension of the gentle- 


| the rate of duty is kept up and that there is no reduction. 


I hope that the gentleman from Virginia will be | 


After I am done speaking, but not while I have the | 


which are actually imported under the existing tariff you will find th,; 
The rate 0 
duty on somearticles of cotton fabricsransall the way up to 45, 50, anda. 
high as 60 per cent. on spool-cotton. Now, mark you, sir, here js ¢}, 
raw material at our very doors. The element of labor in the manuf 
ure is only 20 per cent., and a duty of 50 per cent. on the entire prod 
uct is really aduty of 250 percent. on the labor engaged. And yet thy 
statement made by the Secretary of State, based upon the consular 
ports, is that wages paid in cotton factories in Massachusetts are yy.) 
larger, according to the efficiency of the labor and the time of wor. 
than in the factories of Manchester, England. So that we are res 
not protecting the labor atall. This heavy duty is practically, tor thot 
is the result, to fill the pockets of the manufacturer at the expense o 
the consumers of the country. I really believe on most cotton many 
fuctures the duty of 20 or 25 per cent. would be the outside that wou: 
be required; and yet you find here the schedule of rates ranges al! thy 
way from 25 to 60 per cent. 

1 come to the subject of woolens. It is a very remarkable thet, \\; 
Chairman, that while there is upon blankets and flannels and hats «: 
wool and such like articles an apparent reduction of duty of from 6 to 17 
percent., yet when you come to other woolen goods the duties are ke 
up and the reduction is very small. For instance, I find on blankets 
flannels, &c., the duties are reduced 17, 25, 19, and 6 percent. only. On 
woolen cloths the reduction is only 9 per cent. ; on women’s dress-gooils 
7 to 10 per cent. only. And then a new class of goods is made whic! 
was formerly embraced under a duty of 6 cents plus 40 per cent. ad va 
lorem and 8 cents plus 40 per cent. ad valorem; these special goods in » 
new class, have been put up to a duty of 12 cents plus 40 per cent. « 
valorem. So that the increase is from arate equivalent to an ad valores 
of 66 per cent. toa rate equivalent to an ad valorem of 82 percent. \ni 
Dr. Hayes, « member of the commission, and at the head of the Woo 
Association of the United States, stated before the committee that this wa 
a new industry; that they expected to bring it into being asa youn: 
infant which should live on the bounty of the paternal Gover 
atforded by raising the duty to this enormous rate of 82 per cent 
the question tor the American people is, are they not only to suppor 
the infants already in existance, but to bring new ones into hein 
place them upon the list of the foster-children of the Government 
he protected at the expense of the people by duties at the rate o! 
per cent, ? 

Mr. SPRINGER. 

Mr. TUCKER. 


i 





' 


ye? 


\y 


| 

What is that industry ? 

Women’s dress-goods made wholly of woo! 

Mr. SPRINGER. Is that an infant? 

Mr. TUCKER. It is not born yet. 

I remark upon this whole schedule, that the reduction of rate on ti 
manufactured article is not sufficient, looking to the reduction of tl: 
rate on the wool, the raw material which is in the article; in otl 
words, the reduction of duty on some classes of wool is, 1 think, «s 
much as 20 per cent. ad valorem. Will the gentleman from Kentuck) 
[ Mr. CARLI&LE] state whether I am right? 

Mr. CARLISLE. I have not made the calculation. 

Mr. TUCKER. I think you will find the result is about 20 per cen 
reduction on the weol which enters into the woolen fabric. 

Mr. HASKELL. About 11 per cent. 

Mr. TUCKER. Oh, no; about the 11 per cent. ad valorem par! 
the duty is knocked off of one class, but if you will look into it yo 
will find the reduction amounts to about 20 per cent. on all wools 

Mr. HASKELL. Oh, no! 

Mr. TUCKER. Here, for instance, onscoured wool of the first class 
| the present rate is equivalent to 63 per cent. ad valorem; and the rats 
, under the proposed tariff will be equivalent to 43 per cent. ad valorem 

Mr. RUSSELL. ‘The ad valorem rate has been removed, but tl 
classification has been changed from 32 cents per pound to 30 cents per 
pound; which reduces the reduction of 11 per cent. so that there is not 
really a reduction of 11 per cent. 

Mr. TUCKER. Now, to bring this dispute toan end, [ will look a! 
the source of all light—the tabular statement referred to by the chai! 
man of the committee. I find here that scoured wool of the first c!: 
valued before scouring 32 cents or less per pound, under the presen! 
tariff is subject to a duty equivalent to an ad valorem rate of 63.70 pe’ 
cent. Under the proposed tariff it will be subject to a rate equis: 
lent to 43.62 cent. ad valorem; so that there is a reduction of ~!’ 
per cent, of the 














rate; but that reduction is 33} per cent. on the duty 
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now levied, so the reduction is larger than I stated. The next class of 
soured wool, value before scouring over 32 cents per pound, was sub- 
ject to a rate under the present tariff equivalent to 65.42 per cent., and 
‘under the proposed tariff will be subject toa rate equivalent to 32.42 per 
vent.; one-half reduction. And yet with a reduction of one-halfof the 
duty on the article raised by the agriculturist the duties ou the manu- 
factured article made out of the wool of the sheep-raiser are put at a 
much less reduction than that to which he is subjected. 

Now look at the matter of carpets. The duties on carpet wools are 
considerably reduced under this tariff. They are wools of the third 
class. On the cheaper grades of them the present rate, equivalent to 
25,49 per cent., is reduced to a rate equivalent to 21.24 per cent. On 
the higher grades of them the rate equivalent to 31.32 per cent. is re- 
duced to 26.11 per cent. So that while there is a reduction of duties 
on carpet wool of nearly 20 per cent. the reduction of duties on carpets 
‘s much less. And you will find all through this tariff while there 
were no farmers on the commission to protect themselves, the manu- 
fucturers were there to decrease the protection given to the agricultur- 
ists and to keep up the duties which are contributed by the farmer to 
the manufacturing industries of the country. 

Mr. KELLEY. I would ask the gentleman from Virginia whether 
{ have not heard the complaint made that there was a member of the 
Wool Grower’s Association there? 

Mr. TUCKER. Unquestionably. But they have been in league 
with the woolen manufacturers ever since 1867. . 

Mr. KELLEY. Then there was a farmer on the commission ? 

Mr. TUCKER. I do not know that. 

A MemBer. Yes, there was. 

Mr. TUCKER. Iam glad to hear it. 

Mr. KELLEY. A member of the Wool Growers’ Association. 

Mr. TUCKER. Ido not know what his farm was doing while he was 
on the commission, 

Mr. SPRINGER. He is only a theoretical farmer. 

Mr. TUCKER. Mr. Chairman, there is one other subject I desire to 
call attention to. One of the geeat subjects upon which gentlemen 
boast themselves of a reduction of duties is in the article of sugar. Now, 
sir, sugar is not an infant industry, I suppose; but it is as much so as 
pig-iron or cotton goods or woolen goods. The duties at the present 
rate on the three classes of sugars that go into the refinery are 2.1875, 
2.50, and 2.8175 cents. The reduction of duty is 1.25 cents on all sugars 
that polarize 75 degrees, and .04 of a cent on each degree above 75. 
‘The averageduties upon refined sugars, therefore, considering 89 degrees 


by the polariscope as the average of all those refining sugars up to No. 13 | 


Dutch standard, would be 1.81 instead of 2.18, 2.50, and 2.81 cents; so 
that the reduction of duty on the sugar which the planter of Louisiana 
raises is about 40 per cent. upon the present rates. The duty on sugar 
up to 13 Dutch standard, none of which goes into consumption, and 


which is therefore a raw material for the refiner, is reduced thus largely, | 


not in the interest of the people who consume the sugar, but in the in- 

ierest of the refiner who is to refine it for consumption by the people. 
Then what do you do with the refiner of sugar? Ah, sir, when you 

come to that you will find that the reduction proposed is a very stinted 


one. The reduction is not as great upon the refined sugars as upon the | 
relining sugars. As it is under the present tariff, and as it will be under | 


the proposed tariff, the duty upon all sugars that go inte consumption 
is absolutely prohibitory. Therefore the refiner who sells sugars to the 
American consumer has an absolute monopoly by reason ot a prohib- 
itory tariff. 

Thus when you come to look at the duty on the sugars which are to 
he vefined for consumption you find the reduction is large in order that 
the refiner may get them cheaper for his refinery—a cheaper raw ma- 
terial. He will get the sugar from the planter in Louisiana and Mis- 
sissippi at a reduced price by reason of the reduced rate of duty on the 
foreign sugars, and under his monopoly he will sell it back to the sugar- 
plauter at any price he may choose to demand. 


Sir, such legislation is not only unjust, but it is viciously unjust. | 


Sach legislation lays the whole agricultural and other classes under 
contribution to a few manufacturers, because at least the manufacturing 
interests which are protected by this protective tariffemploy, it is said, 


only about 700,000 laborers. That will make about three and a half 
millions of people dependent upon these manufactures, taking five as | 


the average of the family. Therefore these three and a half millions 
of people lay under contribution nearly 50,000,000 of people to pay 
tributeto exaggerate the profits and dividends of the monopolists, who 
do hot constitute one-quarter or one-fifth of those who labor on the farms. 

Now, gentlemen will say, ‘‘ Are you in favor of keeping up the duty 


onsugar?’? No; Iam infavorofreducing it. But for Heaven’s sake, if 


you do reduce the duty on sugar, reduce it in the interest of the con- 
sumer by lessening the profits of the man who refines the sugar which 
ves into the mouths of the people. Do not lessen the duty on that 


which the planter raises, in order that the refiner may get the raw ma- | 
terial cheaper and so make his already bloated protits larger by reason | 


ofhis monopoly under the prohibitory duty you give to his refined sugars. 


I ought to say something—the matter of the revenue. Itis utterly im- 


possible with the lights before us to determine what will he the amount | 
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of revenue derived under the proposed tariff if it should ever come into 
existence. Why, sir, you propose to take quinine off the free-list 

Mr. SPRINGER. Does this bill do that? 

Mr. TUCKER. Yes; quinine is now free and the Government ¢ 
nv revenue from it. 

Mr. McMILLIN. And it was made free by more than a two-thirds 
majority of this House. : 

Mr. TUCKER. You take quinine off the free-list and how much 
revenue will you get? This statement says that you will get 10 per 
cent. on the last year’s importations, and that will show that we wi 
get a large revenue. Now, everybody knows thata duty of 10 per cent 


| on quinine will exclude all foreign quinine and give the monopoly to 


Powers & Weightman, of Philadelphia. here will be no revenue te 
theGovernment; but the consumer of quinine will pay a tax whieh will 
go into the pockets of the favored monopolists of Philadelphia 

Now, I say that as long as you keep your duty on this side of or below 
the maximum-revenue point of duty any diminution of duty will re 
sult inadiminutionof the revenue. But when you have a present duty 
which is on the other side of or above the maximum-revenue point of 
duty the increase of duty will decrease the revenue. ‘Therefore, wnless 
you know whether the existing duty is prohibitory or is tending to be a 
prohibitory duty, is below or above the maximum-revenue point, you 
can not tell whether an increase or diminution of duty w , 
diminish the revenue. 

In the course of this discussion, with the best lights and with all the 


ill increase o1 


ability we have, we will be compelled to call the attention of the Com 
mittee of the Whole to the facts of the case in reference to each articl 
in order to ascertain whether we are increasing or diminishing the bun 


dens of the people; whether we are decreasing their burdens by decrea 
ing the revenue of the Government while we increase them by e: 
ing the profits of monopolists, or, on the other hand, are decreasing U 
profits of monopolists in order to enhance the revenue of the Govern 
ment. 

Mr. RUSSELL. Willthe gentleman permit me to ask him a ques 
tion? 

Mr. TUCKER. Certainly. 

Mr. RUSSELL. Does the gentleman know that this estimate u 
the decrease and increase of revenue is based upon the imports ot 

ear? 


} 
pon 
last 





Mr. TUCKER. Yes sir. But my dear sir [addressing Mr. Rus 
SELL]—the Chair will pardon me, but I always feel so kindly toward my 


| friend trom Massachusetts, that inadvertently Thave been led to violate 
the decorum of debate. [Laughter.] Does not my friend from Ma 

| chusetts [ Mr. RusseELL] see that if the importation of quinine | 

| was $1,000,000 worth, and we should lay a duty of 100 } ( 

| quinine, that none whatever could come in under that duty ? 
put a duty of 100 per cent. on quinine, and make your 


multiplying that by the million of dollars’ worth 
our revenue, $1,000,000!’ 
Mr. SPRINGER. A duty ot 10 yx r cent 


| Mr. TUCKER. Yes, I used 100 pel cent. to illustrat } but 10 

| per cent. illustrates the same thing. A 10 per cent. duty on a1 on 
of dollars worth of quinine imported it is said will yield S1O0,000 1 
nue. But with that rate of duty will any of that million dollars’ worth 

| come in? You put up the bars and will not let the quinine come in 

| your protective policy means that it shall not come in 

Mr. RUSSELL. But the gentleman was complaining that we ha 

| not reduced the revenue, and yet he is arguing to show that there 

| be a reduction. 

Mr. TUCKER. I beg your pardon; I want the revenue reduced 

| But I am more vitally interested in decreasing the revenue of the mo 


nopolists. I am not for increasing the revenues of the Governny 
| beyond what is wanted for its purposes, but am for cutting down the 
| profits of monopoly by decreasing the tribute paid to it by the peopl 
| Mr. HASKELL. Will the gentleman permit a question? 
Mr. TUCKER. Certainly. 
Mr. HASKELL. The gentleman is speaking of the revenues and 


| profits of the monopolists. The Powers & Weightman quinine, the 
| best in the United States, about like that of Howard’s in England, is 
| selling to-day for 50 or 60 cents per ounce above the average market 


price because of its known good quality. 
Mr. TUCKER. Whatin the world, then, do we or they want with a 
tariff on this article? 


Mr. HASKELL. Wait a moment. The reduction in the price of 
quinine during the last two or three years has been 60 per cent. The 
duty was never more than 20 percent. Does the gentleman claim that 
the removal of a duty of 20 per cent. reduces the price of the article 60 
per cent., or that a 10 per cent. duty is prohibitory in the light of these 
facts? 





Mr. TUCKER. A 10 per cent. duty may be a prohibitory duty—— 
Mr. HASKELL. Oh, not at all. 
Mr. TUCKER. But my friend is not the organ of all infallibility; 


“atall.”’ [Laughter. ] 
Mr. HASKELL. The article was imported under a 20 per ceit 
duty; would it not be imported under a 10 per cent, duty * 


| and although he so confidently says ‘‘ not at all,’’ yet I think it may be 
But I have said enough on thissubject. There is one matter of which | 


Se | "i 
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Mr. TUCKER. My friend knows that we can not horizontalize the 
tariff and say that a duty of 10 per cent. will be prohibitory upon all 
articles although we may know it is so on some one or more. It may 
be prohibitory upon one article, because of the relation of cost abroad 
and at home. 

Mr. HASKELL. ‘Ten per cent. upon quinine worth $1.50an ounce 
would make it $1.65. Howard’s quinine is worth $2.25 to-day; and 
he could import it under a 10 per cent. duty and still have a margin of 
30 or 40 per cent. In the light of this fact, does the gentleman say 
that a 10 per cent. duty would be prohibitory ? 

Mr. TUCKER. My answer to the gentleman is a very simple one. 
If the gentleman’s argument be correct—and there can be no doubt that 
his argument is always correct—he has no doubt about it himself, why 
should we? 

Mr. HASKELL. Of course not. 

Mr. TUCKER. If the gentleman’s argument be correct, then what 
in the name of common sense is the reason that Powers & Weightman 
have sent their agents howling all over the country for a restoration of 
the duty of 10 per cent., saying that the importation of foreign quinine 
has cestroyed them, and has killed their infant industry ? 

Mr. HASKELL. Ido not remember to have seen any such state- 
ment coming from that firm. Every other manufacturer I believe has 
asked for the imposition of this duty; but Powers & Weightman have 
declared repeatedly, ‘‘Do as you please; we can sell quinine anyhow.”’ 

Mr. TUCKER. Has not my friend from Pennsylvania [Mr. KeL- 
LEY] stated that Powers & Weightman have stopped making quinine, 
but make the cheaper form of the product, cinchonia? 

Mr. TOWNSHEND, of Illinois. Here is one of Powers & Weight- 
man’s circulars that has just come to me this morning. 

Mr. KELLEY. Powers & Weightman are not the only manufactur- 
ers of this article in this country. 

Mr. TUCKER. How many are there? 

Mr. KELLEY. There are five. 

Mr. TUCKER. Five manufacturers for whose benefit more than fifty 
million people are to be taxed? 

Mr. KELLEY. How many are there in thé whole world? Eighteen; 
and under adequately protective duties we can produce one-sixth of the 
world’s production, as we did before quinine was put on the free-list. 
What I said was this: that they could only continue to produce quinine 
by virtue of the fact that we had not taken the duty off the other prod- 
uct of the same material known as cinchonida. 

Mr. CARLISLE. May I ask the gentleman from Pennsylvania 
whether it is not a fact that quinine factories have been started in this 
country since the duty was taken off the article? 

Mr. KELLEY. My information is that when the duty was taken oft 
parties had prepared to start factories, who had got their plant, which 
is very expensive, and their stock, proceeded as well as they could; and 
one of them, a member of the firm of Keasbey & Mattison, said to me 
that they had contrived to work up their stock. 

Mr. CARLISLE. Does the gentleman mean to say that they went 
on and finished their plant simply for the purpose of working up the 
stock they had on hand, and then stopped? 

Mr. KELLEY. I mean to say that they had engaged parts of their 
plant. The gentleman is probably aware that in this country we cau 
not prepare the most costly machinery of a quinine factory. 

Mr. TUCKER. Then why not let it come in free? 

Mr. KELLEY. We do. 

Mr. TUCKER. Now, I wish my friend from Pennsylvania, for whom 
I have very great respect, to answer one question—I know he will give 
me a candid answer. Has not the price of quinine fallen since the re- 
moval of the duty ? 

Mr. HASKELL. Yes; 60 per cent. 

Mr. KELLEY. Yes, sir; after the removal of the duty of 20 per 
cent.—if the removal of the duty regulates the price—the article fell 
60 per cent. 

Mr. TUCKER. Thenit has fallen; that is the point I wanted to get at. 

Mr. KELLEY. It has fallen to this extent since the time the duty 
was removed; but this decline is owing to many circumstances. The 
mere abatement of a duty of 20 per cent. can not have reduced the price 
of the article 60 per cent. 

Mr. TUCKER. I did not ask my friend to give the reason for the 
faith that is in him; I only wanted the fact. 1 understand my friend 
to say that the price of quinine has diminished since the removal of 
the duty. 

Mr. KELLEY. Yes, sir; and I say it may go up again to $4 an 
ounce, as it did once when quinine was free. 

Mr. TUCKER. Yes; it may—— 

Mr. KELLEY. And probably will. 

Mr. TUCKER. It may; but I do not think that Powers & Weight- 
man and the four other monopolists in this manufacture would desire 
the reimposition of the duty if they thought the article after the res- 
toration of the duty would continue to fall in price. 

Now, the question is: Are the people in this country to be taxed for 
the benefit of these five firms, the tax being upon a necessary of life— 
a medicine for the cure of disease? Is health to be taxed and disease 
to be at 8 premium in order that somebody may thrive? 





Mr. Chairman, I will not trespass further upon the attention of the 
committee. Ihavespoken under very great disadvantages. | have}; 
no time for preparation. I have treated this subject in a way which 
has not been satisfactory to me, because it has been too desultory. But 
I wished to say in connection with the pending bill that the people a) 
over the land are demanding a reduction of burdens; not a » dn t ve 
of revenue merely, but a reduction of burdens; not a delusive pojy,. 
tion, but a real one, which will bring down the revenue of the (joy. 
ment to the basis of a constitutional and economical expenditure, a), 
will greatly reduce the bounty which monopoly receives trom the trys. 
of a free people. 

You are going to keep up the internal revenue. Even my honorab\ 
friend from Penasylvania, whocame herea yearago with the cry to.) 
the internal-revenue system and especially to take off the taxes eytip.), 
from the great staple of tobacco, but gracefully receded from that posit 
last session, came back again at this session with a promise of a!yo}iq\, 
of the tobacco tax, which he has kept to the ear but broken to 4) 
hope, for when we tried, in the bill absolutely repealing the tax on 
bacco, to bring the question up yesterday he objected to its consider: 
tion, preferring to keep up the internal-revenue taxes by reducing t}y 
taxes on imports $20,000,000 by this bill. If that reduction resus 
what hope is there of repeal of the tobacco tax ? 

Mr. KELLEY. I do not think my action of yesterday needs ¢\))\a- 
nation or defense, even under the arraignment of the gentleman troy, 
Virginia. 

Mr. TUCKER. He confesses judgment, then, as I understand hin 
[Laughter.] But being commended to the mercy of the court | wil] 
let my honorable friend off and say no more about it. 

I mean to say that the people of this country have demanded a »: 
duction of burdens. For myself, I can not permit this bill to passinty 
a law when it does not reduce burdens, but keeps them up. {t 
them up in the interest of monopolies; and under the appearan 
ducing the burdens the Government imposes for revenue it stil! \ 
the heavier and more grievous burdens the monopolists receiv: thi 
form of bounties from the people. The people ask for bread; let not this 
Congress give them a stone. They ask tora fish, and do not ¢ 
a scorpion that will sting their industries todeath. [ Applau 
Democratic side. } 

Mr, KELLEY. I ask the gentleman whether his princip!c: 
such products as sumac, barium, and hoop-poles, which i he 
said in the Committee on Ways and Means room are infant ind 
of Virginia ? 

Mr. TUCKER, Yes; the duties on these articles are reveni 
I did not desire to have them taken off. Besides, I will state now w! 

I said in the committee-room to gentlemen ef the House, aid cs) 
cially to gentlemen on the other side of the Chamber: that as hbo 
enters as an almost sole factor in the collection and gathering of sume 

and as it is gathered by my colored fellow-citizens very large|y down ir 

my district and other parts of Virginia, it would grieve my heart very 
much, as much as it would grieve the heartof my honorable fricnd trom 
Pennsylvania if the colored laborer of the South was put on a par wit! 

the pauper labor of Sicily! [Laughter and applause. } 

Why what is the duty on sumac’? Sixteen per cent. ; and on the ex 
tract of sumac 20 per cent. Bring your woolen and your pig-iren and 
your steel rails down to that rate and then you can taunt me for go 
ing for the proteetion of sumac. 

No, sir; that is a device of my friend to throw me off the track. But 
it puts me on the track. I say I am notin favor of this Congress strik 
ing down every petty industry in the Southern country from which | 
come, while it does not diminish the duties on the articles of Northern 
production which the South consumes. 

A heavy blow is struck at the sugar interest of the South; and does 
the gentleman now want to strike down and destroy my infant sumac? 

Mr. KELLEY. I did not want to strike at it, but, on the contrary, 
I co-operated with the gentleman. 

Mr. TUCKER. I do not say that you struck it. I hope I did not 
strike Billy Patterson. [Laughter.] I never charged my friend with 
that. I am talking about what was done in committce. 

But why have you struck at this duty on sugar? What is it? Ws 
have never reached the maximum revenue point on the article of sugir. 
We make one pound for every nine pounds imported. The peop! 
have sugar; the children cry for it. These infant industries must 
fed with it. 

Now, with an increase of duties on sugar you would increase tl 
revenue, and reach the maximum point, but with a diminution of duties 
on sugar you would diminish the revenues. But diminish the dut\ 
on pig-iron and you will increase the revenues. Diminish the duty on 
blankets and on hats of wool, which the poor people wear, and you 
increase the revenue and lessen the cost. What is the tariff on hats 
last year? The duties ranged up to 90 per cent. on common woolen hats. 
What revenue? Two dollars. [Laughter.] That, too, under a tani 
bill passed under a provision of the Constitution of the United States 
to lay and collect taxes to support the Government. You have reduce’ 
it somewhat by this bill; but wool hats will not come in. The duty 
you propose is prohibitory. Everybody will have to go bareheaded or 
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rice, unless those who buy silk hats in their foreign tour, and wear 
them when they come back to theircountry. They canavoid the grasp 
of monoply by going abroad to buy. Those who can not travel abroad 
can not evade the monoply that this Government creates for their dis- 
ydvantage and loss. 

But 1 will not detain the House longer. 1 am obliged to the House, 
not only for its kind attention but jor the special attention which has 
been given to me by my friends on the other side. _[ Applause. ] 

Mr. KASSON. I will yield to my colleague, the gentleman from 
pennsylvania [Mr. KELLEY], to come to some limitation on the gen- 
eral debate. 

Mr. KELLEY. 
has just concluded, my friend from Kentucky | Mr. CARLISLE}, and the 
gentleman from Illinois [Mr. MORRISON] to say what time is required 
on the other side. 

Mr. TUCKER. I say as we have had our full time it would be cruel 
to other gentlemen not on the committee not to give them some time. 
| think it would be invidious, when the committee have thrown so 
little light, at least in the view of gentlemen in this quarter, on this 
subject, not to allow those outside of the committee to throw some 
light on it. 

“Mr. KELLEY. Can any time be indicated? 

Mr. KASSON. I will waive all further general debate if gentlemen 
on the other side are willing to rest their case on the presentation of the 
gentleman from Virginia. (Cries of *‘Good!’’] Then we can proceed 
to the consideration of the bill at once by sections under the five-min- 
ute rule. 

Mr. CARLISLE. I will say, Mr. Chairman, in response to the gentle- 
man from Pennsylvania that I have been petitioned by five gentlemen at 
least who desire to say something in reference tothis bill. Noone of them 
I think desires to occupy a full hour, and possibly two or three of them 
may speak within an hour. Perhaps other gentlemen also desire to be 
heard, but certainly there is no disposition, as far as I know, on this 
side of the House to prolong the debate. 

Mr. KELLEY. Would the gentleman from Kentucky then namea 
time at which we might close the general debate? There will be very 
little speaking on this side. There will be none whatever if we can 
get general debate closed now. If you will indicate a time, say how 
much will be taken on the other side, then we can fix a limit to the 
general debate. 

Mr. REAGAN. Mr. Chairman, this is a bill of so much importance 
that it should have full and unrestricted discussion. It seems to me 
that there are other gentlemen on the floor besides the members of the 
Committee ou Ways and Means who desire to be heard upon it. It is 
a bill far-reaching in its results; one involving so much to the people 
that the debate should be allowed torun certainly a little longer before 
the attempt is made to curtail it. 

Mr. KELLEY. Then, if there can be no arrangement made by 
which the debate is to be limited, my triend from lowa will proceed; 
and I hope gentlemen will bear in mind that there is no limit to the 
debate because of the opposition of gentlemen upon the other side. 

The CHAIRMAN. ‘The gentleman from Iowa is recognized. 

Mr. REED. I hopesome understanding will be arrived at. Ithink 
the people of this country are more interested about the subject than 
they are about the debate. 

Mr. VALENTINE. A great deal more. 

Mr. MCKINLEY. I would like to suggest to the gentleman from 
Pennsylvania that we might go on with the general debate to-day 

Mr. REAGAN. I shall object for myself to any effort to limit the 
debate at this stage of the bill. As I have said, this bill is one that is 
very far-reaching in its results. It is one in which the whole country 
has a deep and vital interest 

The CHAIRMAN. The gentleman from Iowa is recognized. 

Mr. MCKINLEY. I have made a suggestion to the gentleman from 
Pennsylvania—— 

Mr. MILLS. Let me say to the gentleman from Pennsylvania that 
vs — make more progress by allowing the discussion to run for a 
while. 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair would suggest that without unani- 
a consent it is not possible for the committee to limit general de- 
mite, 

Mr. MCKINLEY. Iam proposing that we goon by unanimous con- 
sent for this day with general debate. 
ta. CHAIR. The Chair understands the gentleman from Texas to 
object. 

Mr. MCKINLEY. I understood the gentleman from Kentucky to 
say that only five gentlemen, to his knowledge, on that side desired to 
speak, and they will not probably occupy more than anhour. The Re- 
publicans on the Committee on Ways and Means are willing to surren- 
der any time that they may have otherwise wanted, (f we can secure an 
understanding that the general debate shall be finished to-day. 

Mr. MILLS. You can not do that. 

Mr. MCKINLEY. And I trust that we may ge on for this afternoon 
and up to 5or6 o'clock, and if it be necessary have an evening session, 
and close the debate to-day. 

Mr. BLAND. I demand the regular order, 











| sideration the tariff bill, had 


I ask my friend from Virginia [Mr. TucKER] who | 








The CHAIRMAN. The Chair recognizes the gentleman from Iowa 

Mr. KELLEY. Mr. Chairman, I move that the committee do now 
rise for the purpose of coming to a conclusion if possible as to the time 
for general debate 

The motion was agreed t 

The committee according ; and the Speaker having resumed 
the chair, Mr. Burrows, of Michigan, reported that the Committe: 
of the Whole House on the state of the Union having had under con 


i come to no resolution thereon. 


reese 


{ts Act} 


PROM THE SENATE. 
A message from the Senate. by Mr. SyMpSON, one of its clerks. an- 
nounced that the Senate had passed with amendments.-in which the 


concurrence of the House was requested, a bill of the following title 
A bill (H. R. 5380) supplementary to an act approved December 17, 1872, 
entitled ‘‘An act to authorize the construction of bridges across the Ohio 
River, and prescribing the dimensions of the same.”’ 

LARIFI 

Mr. KELLEY. Mr. Speaker, by way of arriving at the sense of the 
House with reference to the limitation of general debate. 1 move that 
all general debate upon the pending bill close at 5 o'clock to-day. 

Mr. RANDALL. I move to amend by saying 3 o’clock to-morrow 

Mr. MILLS. Say 5 o'clock to-morrow. 

Mr. RANDALL. Very well; | accept the moditication, 
o’clock. 

Mr. KELLEY. If the proposition of my colleague from Pennsylva 
nia be acceptable to the other side of the House | will not object to it 

Mr. MCLANE, of Maryland. Mr. Speaker-—— 

Mr. RANDALL. I only speak for myself. I have made what | r 
garded as a reasonable suggestion. 

Mr. REAGAN. I desire to repeat what I said before, Mr. Speaker, 
that on a measure of this kind a proposition to limit the debate to on 
or two days is an unheard of proposition. If the gentlemen presentin 
the bill are willing that it shall go before the country they ought not 
to fear general discussion upon it. | hope the members of the Hous 
who are opposed to the bill will resist 
do so. 

Mr. RANDALL. 1 entered a motion neither as a friend nor an 0} 
ponent of the measure, having no reference to that question, but simply 
because I regarded it asa reasonable time for discussion of the question 


and say 5 


the motion. I shall certainly 


The most important disenssion upon this bill will necessarily be had 
under the five-minute rule, and that is not cut off by my motion 

Mr. KELLEY. 1 accept the amendment of the gentleman, and pro 
pose that general debate be closed to morrow at 3 o'clock 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman from Pennsylvania has moditied 


his amendment by making it 5 o'clock 
Mr. KELLEY Very well 
Mr. SPRINGER. I move 
upon the table, 
time at all- 
The SPEAKER This debate 
Mr. McLANE, of Maryland. J rise to a question of parliar 
inquiry or parliamentary privilege, 


L have no objection 
that the motion to limit 
for the purpose of saying that we do not want to 1ix thy 


had } 
dev “ 





is out of order 


tor | rose betore and addressed the 


Chair. I want to amend the proposition. | rose for that purpose when 
it was entirely in order 
The SPEAKER. The Chair can not entertain a motion to amend 


now. The question is on the motion to lay on the table. 

The House divided; and there were—ayes 15, noes not counted 

So (no further count being demanded) the motion to lay on the table 
was not agreed to 

Mr. MCLANE, of Maryland. Now, Mr. Speaker, I desire to 
the proposition, if it is open to amendment. I niove to sul) 
‘*Tuesday, at 12 o’clock,’”’ as the period when general debate shall be 
closed. 


Mr. RANDALL. Then I demand the previous question upon the 


| motion and the amendment. 


Mr. TOWNSHEND, of Illinois. 
offered an amendment. 

Mr. RANDALL. That is included in the demand for the pre. 
question. 

The previous question was ordered. 

The SPEAKER. The question is upon the amendment proposed by 
the gentleman. from Maryland, which is to fix the time for closing gen- 
eral debate at 12 o'clock on Tuesday next. 

Mr. McLANE, of Maryland. On that I demand the yeas and nays. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 

The question was taken; and it was decided in the 
79, nays 143, not voting 69; as follows: 

Y EAS—79. 


The gentleman from Maryland has 


10us 


negative—yeas 


Armfield, Caldwell Cox, William R. Ford, 

Atkins, Carlisle, Culberson, Forney, 
Barbour, Cassidy Darrall, Frost, 

Belmont, Chapmar Davidson, Geddes, 

Berry, Clardy Davis, Lowndes H, Gibson, 

Bland, Clark, Dibrell, Hammond, N, J. 
Blount Converse, Dowd, Hardenbergh, 
Buchanan, Cook, Ellis, Hardy, 

Cabell, Covington Evins Harris, Henry & 
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Hatch, Le Fevre, Phister, Townshend, R. W. 
Hewitt, G. W. Manning, » Tucker, 
Hoblitzell, Matson, Reese, Turner, Henry G 
Hooker, McKenzie Robertson, rner, 

House, McLane, Robt. M. Rosecrans, Upson, 
Hutchins, MeMillin, Scales, Vance, 

Jones, George W. Mills, Simonton, Warner, 

Klotz, Morrison, Singleton, J. W. Wheeler, 

Knott, Moulton, Singleton, Otho R. Whitthorne, 
Ladd, Muldrow, Springer, illis. 
Leedom, ates, Talbott, 

NAYS—143. 

Aldrich, Dugro, Mackey, Shallenberger, 
Anderson, Dunn, arsh, Shelley, 

Barr, Ermentrout, McClure, Sherwin, 

Bayne, Errett, McCoid, Shultz, 

Beach, Farwell, Sewell S. McKinley, Skinner, 

Belford, Flower McLean, Jas.H. Smalls, 
Beltzhoover, Godshaik, Miles, Smith, A. Herr 
Bingham, Grout Miller, Smith, Dietrich C, 
Bisbee, Guenther, Moore, Spaulding, 

Bliss, all, Morey, Speer, 

Bowman, Hammond, John Morse, Spooner, 

Brewer, Harme Mosgrove, Steele, 

Briggs, Haskell, Mutcbler, Stockslager, 
Browne, Heilman, veal, Stone, 

Buck, Henderson, Norcross, Strait, 

Burrows, Julius C. Hepburn, O'Neill, Taylor, Ezra B. 
Burrows,Jos. H. ‘Hill, Page, Taylor, Joseph D. 
sutterworth, Hiscock, Parker, Thomas, 
Campbell, Hitt, Payson, Thompson, W. G. 
Candler, Holman, Peelle, Townsend, Amos 
Cannon, Horr, Peirce, U ’ 
Carpenter, Ilouk, Pettibone, Urner, 

Caswell, Jacobs, Pound, Valentine, 

Chace, Jadwin, Randall, Van Aernam, 
Crapo, Jones, James K. Ranney, Van Voorhis, 
Cravens, Jones, Phineas Ray, Wadsworth, 
Cullen, Jorgensen, Reed, Wait, 

Curtin, Joyce, Rice, John B Walker, 

Cutts, Kasson, Rice, Wm. W. Ward, 

Davis, George R Kelley, Rich, Washburn, 
Dawes, Ketcham, Ritchie, Watson, 

Deering, Lacey, Robeson, Webber, 

De Motte, Lewis, Robinson, Geo. D. West, 

Dezendorf, Lindsey, Robinson, Jas. 8 Williams, Chas. G. 
Dingley, Lord, Russell, Wise, Morgan R 
Doxey, Lynch, Scranton, 

NOT VOTING—*69. 

Aiken, Dwight, King, Scoville, 
Atherton, Farwell, Charles B. Latham, Smith, J. Hyatt 
Black, Fisher, Martin, Sparks, 
Blackburn, Fulkerson, Mason, Thompson, P. B. 
Blanchard, Garrison, McCook, Tyler, 

Bragg, George, Money, Van Horn, 
Brumm, Gunter, Murch, Wellborn, 
Buckner, Harris, Benj. W. Nolan, White, 

Calkins, Haseltine, - Pacheco, Williams, Thomas 
Camp, Hazelton, Paul, Willits, 
Clements, Herbert, Phelps, Wilson, 

Cobb, Herndon, Prescott Wise, George D. 


Colerick, 
Cornell, 


Hewitt, Abram 8S. 
Hoge, 


Richardson, D. P. 


Wood, Benjamin 
Wood, Walter A. 


Cox, Samuel 8. Hubbell, Richardson, J.8. Young. 
Crowley, Hubbs, Robinson, Wm. E. 
Deuster, Humphrey, Ross, 

Dunnell, Kenna, Ryan, 


So the amendment was not agreed to. 
The following pairs were announced: 


Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 


CORNELL with Mr. BLACK. 
HUBBELL with Mr. BLACKBURN. 
MASON with Mr. Hewitt of New York. 
Husss with Mr. LATHAM. 
PACHECO with Mr. WILSON. 

CAMP with Mr. Roprnson of New York. 
DEZENDORF with Mr. GARRISON. 

DWIGHT with Mr. WELLBORN. 

CALKINS with Mr. KENNA. 

WhiIre with Mr. THompson of Kentucky. 
TYLER with Mr. WILLiAMs of Alabama. 
HARRIS, of Massachusetts, with Mr. AIKEN. 
BRUMM with Mr. MurcnH. 


Mr. MURCH would vote ‘“‘ay.”’ 
Mr. CROWLEY with Mr. HoGe. 


Mr. RICHARDSON, of New York, with Mr. RicHarpson, of South 


Carolina. 


Mr. BrRuMM would vote ‘‘no”’ and 


Mr. WALTER A. Woop with Mr. HosBiirze.u. 
Mr. FIsHerR with Mr. CoLEeRIck. 


Mr. McKINLEY. 


pensed with. 
Mr. BERRY. 


The Clerk proceeded to read the names of members who had voted. 


I object. 


I move that the reading of the names be dis- 


The result of the vote was then announced as above stated. 


The SPEAKER. 


The question recurs on the motion of the gentle- 


man from Pennsylvania [Mr. KELLEY], which is that all general de- 
bate on the bill now pending in Committee of the Whole House on the 
state of the Union be closed at 5 o’clock to-morrow. 

Mr. SPRINGER. I call for a division. 

The question was taken; and there were—ayes 106, noes 42. 

Mr. REAGAN... I call for the yeas and nays. 

The ayes and nays were not ordered, only 18 members voting therefor, 

So the motion of Mr. KxxLry was agreed to, 





Mr. KELLEY moved to reconsider the vote just taken; and |x, 
moved that the motion to reconsider be laid on the table. : 

The latter motion was to. 

Mr. KELLEY. I move that the House resolveitself into Committee 
of the Whole House on thestate of the Union for the purpose of resyy). 
ing the consideration of the tariff bill. 

The motion was agreed to. 

The House accordingly resolved itself into Committee of the Who 
House on the state of the Union, Mr. Burkows, of Michigan, jy ¢}),. 
chair, and resumed the consideration of the bill (H. R. 7313) to impose 
duties upon foreign imports, and for other purposes. 

The CHAIRMAN. The House is in Committee of the Whole {, 
the purpose of considering the tariff bill. By order of the House )) 
general debate on the bill will be closed at 5 o’clock to-morrow. ), 
gentleman from Iowa [Mr. KAsson] is entitled to the floor. 

Mr. KASSON. Mr. Chairman, I regret that my proposition made to 
the gentlemen on the other side was not accepted. In view of. the pro 
longed debate upon the proper theory of atariff bill had at the last sex. 
sion of Congress, my own judgment was that there was lett to us, the say, 
members of the same Congress, no other practical consideration th.) 
the question of the rates to be proposed on the various articles jy, 
ported from abroad. For that reason I desired to come directly to thy 
consideration of the bill itself in its various schedules. I should }y 
glad to do it now, sir, and to leave the entire responsibility tor delay 
upon those who desire that delay. Is any one ignorant of the dangers 
of procrastination? Weare informed, on the contrary, that every «day's 
delay is producing harm to the country, and this irrespective of {\y 
theories that one or the other entertains upon the tariff bill; for, si; 
business is embarrassed, is impeded, is in many cases suspended—nor 
merely the business of producing in our own industrial establishments, 
but the business of merchants importing from abroad and of the trade 
in the interior of the States. Daily come letters and recommendations 
to us to press forward to some conclusion the bill that is now pending 
before the House and in Committee of the Whole. I desired for one to 


| yield to that demand, and I desired, if it were possible, that the « 


| bate should be limited to this day. 


But the House has ordered othe: 
wise, 

It remains, then, for me to consider certain questions which concern 
iy own views of the bill as well as the public interests involved in it 


| The gentleman from Virginia [Mr. TUCKER] has seen fit aguin to at 
| tack the composition of the commission of which I was an advocate and 





which nearly two-thirds of the House supported at the last session ot 
Congress. He has made complaint against that commission that ther 
were men on it who were connected with certain great interesis, and 
who were there as advocates more than as judges. That criticism, sir, 
reminds me of the criticism of one who wanted no lawyers elected as 
judges, in order that the bench might be impartial in determining the 
force of the arguments of counsel to be heard upon points of law. 

It was just as important to have men of intelligence and of special 
acquaintance with the great interests of this country on that commis- 
sion as it is to have an intelligent and learned judge on the bench to 
decide questions of law. When the gentleman says that there were cer- 
tain interests not represented on that commission, I have only to reply 
to him that it was impossible on a commission of nine members only to 
have representatives of each and all of the great interests of the country. 

When the gentleman said that no great agricultural interest had a 
representative on that commission, he has already been answered touch- 
ing one of them, who was put there for the express reason that the confi- 
dence of the entire wool-growing interest of the country had been given 
to him by electing him to be the chief representative of that interest. 
And then he complained that that representative was in ‘‘cahoot’’ with 
the manufacturers of wool. 

Ah, sir, did he not know that the present tariff is, and every prope! 
tariff must be, the result of what he calls ‘‘cahoot,’”? but what I call 
the mutual consideration of the relations between the raw material 
and the manufactured article? Without that relation there can be no 
just tariff. Our tariff on wool has been, is now, and must in the future 
be adjusted with special regard to the relations existing between cost of 
wools and of woolens. If you have no manufacture of woolens in this 
country you can not produce wool in this country, and that enormous 
plant of the farmers of the United States goes for nothing, for they can 
not compete in the markets of England and foreign countries with the 
wool grown in Australia and South America. Both wool and its man- 
ufactures would disappear from our productive sources of wealth. 

So it is with every other interest; there is always a relation between 
the raw material and the manufactured article which you must observ 
in your adjustment of tariff duties. If you begin by putting your duty 
to any extent upon the raw material, that amount of duty must be 
added to whatever duty you impose, whether as revenue or on the basis 
of protection, upon the manufactures imported into this country. 

Mr. CARLISLE. Will the gentleman permit me aquestion? 

Mr. KASSON. Ina moment. Yet the gentleman from Virginia 


[Mr. TucKER] complains that there is a larger percentage of reduction 
of duty proposed on wool than there was of reduction upon the manu- 
factured article, forgetting that the chief integral element of the duty 
on the manufactured article is that fixed element of the duty on the 
And you arrive neither at protection noi 


Taw material, on the wool, 
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at any 
at least as much ¢ “ - 4 
raw materia: which enters into the manufacture. Consequently there 
must be a difference in the proportion of reduction, because you can not 
apply the percentage of reduction on manufacture to the unreduced tax 
left on the raw gnaterial. 
above that. I 
USLE]- | RLISLE. Unless the imposition of the duty upon what the 
gentleman calls the raw material increases its price tothe manufacturer, 
what reason is there for increasing the duty upon the manufactured 
article on account of the duty on the raw material? The gentleman 
from Pennsylvania [Mr. KELLEY] and other gentlemen on that side ot 
the House dery emphatically that the imposition of a duty increases 
the price, but contend that on the contrary it decreases it. 

Mr. KASSON. I do not so understand it. 

Mr. CARLISLE. And if that be true, then I desire to know why it 
is that you must put a higher duty on woolen goods by reason of the 
fact that you have put a duty on wool? 

Mr. KASSON. Why does the gentleman pay a higher price for any 


will now yield to my friend from Kentucky [ Mr. Car- 


article which is also imported, unless the import duty enhances the cost? | 


Is it not because no man does business at a loss, and every other man 
must pay the market price? The resulting effect in the long run is a 
fall of prices to the consumer, under the operation of a double competi- 
tion. The immediate effect is to enhance the cost of manufacturing. 

Mr. CARLISLE. If you import your wool, then I admit your con- 
clusion. 

Mr. KASSON. We largely import wool. 

Mr. CARLISLE. We use nine or ten times as much domestic wool 
as foreign wool in some of the manufactures of this country. 


use nine or ten times more foreign wool than domestic. 
to details that will all be very well. I am now speaking about the 
erroneous theory upon which gentlemen maintain their opposition to 
this bill. 

I say, therefore, that in every case where we impose a duty on the 
raw material there is not an intelligent member of this House who will 
not agree with me that you have one basis that you can neither change 
nor modify in considering the question of the imposition of duties on 
the’manufactured article. If any one disputes that proposition I should 
be glad to know it now. [After a pause.] There is then no dispute. 
We then have one basis upon which we all agree. 

There remains then the disputable points beyond; how much duty 
you are always obliged to impose, upon the same correct principle, to 
compensate for other differences of cost in this country. There is a 
iurther admission that generally the price paid for labor in this country 
is higher than the price paid for labor abroad. Is there any dispute as 
to that proposition? [After a pause.] I hear none. 

There you have another element, fixed in principle, but not fixed in 
amount. And on that margin your committee, if it does its duty, must 
make an allowance for the estimated difference of cost in labor, if they 
wish the article to be manufactured in the United States at all. 

These two elements have been constantly present with me, in that 
part which I have had in the adjustment of duties on imports. They 
are points which we can not afford on either side of this House to for- 
get or to ignore, either as patriots or as statesmen. 

Whenever there is araw material which we do not produce or which 
we produce in such small quantities that it ceases to be anything ap- 
proaching a national interest, and which enters largely into consump- 
tion in various articles of manufacture which are of very general use, then, 
in my judgment, the first principle of national economy requires that 
such raw material should go upon the free-list. 

And the great object I have had in view from the time of the organ- 
ization of the Tariff Commission down to this time has been to find the 
way for enlarging the free-list and thus reducing the compensating rate 
of protection. I care not so much for any theoretical change of system 
as I do to make a sure foundation for the maintenance of the national 
industries, without which no nation can be independent and without 
which no nation can make its people prosperous and happy. 

And by so much further as any bill goes than the establishment of a 
rate of duty which will protect in vigorous operation all these great 
interests which concern the independence and prosperity, the wealth and 
the happiness of a country, so far as it goes beyond that point it then 

es high protection, and I am not for it. 

To be frank with gentlemen of the committee, there are in certain 
schedules of this bill some articles which in my opinion do not conform 
to that rule, some articles upon which the duty is unduly imposed, 
some articles upon which the duty is imposed for the protection of the 
more infirm enterprises, enterprises which ought not to have been under- 
taken, because of the little profit in them, instead of being based upon 
the maintenance of the average of that producing interest throughout 
the United States. If there be a poor copper or lead mine, the owner 
of which struggles to realize a profit of 5 per cent., and if there be 
other and greater mines from which the owner has an immense profit 
and the country ample supply, I do not think we ought to adjust the 
tariff rates to cover those cases which represent the poorest enterprise 
and lift enormously the profits of the great sources of supply and wealth. 


It can only be applied to the excess of duty | 


| 

















other inst principle until you have decided that there must be The rule is then changed, and we are protecting individuals, while the 


duty on the manufactured article as that put upon the | true law of protection ignores individuals but protects national produc- 


tion and national independence. 

_It is when we come to these points that I think there is fair room for 
disputing certain conclusions to which a majority of the Ways and 
Means Committee have arrived. But shall we spend time here in pre- 
venting the committee from considering those questions; or should we 
utilize our time to facilitate a movement toward certain rules of action 
which we can apply to the different items of the bill when we come to 
consider them? I think, sir, the latter isthe proper course. When my 
friend from Virginia says to us on this side of the House who believe in 
protecting our national industries, instead of fostering those of England 
and Belgium—when he styles that effort ‘‘bounty to monopolists,’’ I 
think, it my honored friend will allow me to criticise him. he goes into 
the old style of the schoolmen who always preferred a sharp point in 
logic to arriving at the truth. I think in this respect he has tailed to 
enlighten the committee—has stated no principle which should run 
through the consideration of this tariff bill, but has, against all laws of 


just logicand grammar, styled the creation of competing establishments in 
America *‘monopolies,’’ when the very existence of these establishments 


means the destruction of foreign monopoly by domestic competition 
Monopoly means a special privilege that one has and others have not; 
yet every man in the United States may go into these indu 


tries which 
the gentleman says are yielding 20 per cent. perannum. Where is the 
element of ‘‘monopoly?’’ When we foster and encourage home pro 
duction according to the principle declared in the first tarit! med 
by George Washington, who would have thought, unless it be a school! 


man, that we were creating ‘‘ monopolies”’ in the United States of Amer 
ica? 


Does not my honored friend from Virginia prefer to provide bread 


| and meat for the laborer in America rather than provide bread and meat 
Mr. KASSON. And in tertain branches of the wool manufacture we | 


When we come | 


with our money for the laborers of Belgium and England? Just so ta 
as by your policy you invite their products to come in and suppress out 
own, just so far are you taking bread out of the American laborer’s 
mouth and putting that bread into the mouth of the foreigner. 

Americans have often shown their willingness to extend charity to 
the impoverished people of other countries. I am willing to send trom 
this country as we have before done cargoes of food to starving pe yple 
abroad. But when I stand here to legislate I legislate for the United 
States of America, not for the interests of any foreign land. The only 
practical question for us is, What rate of duty is to be imposed upon 
articles which we produce in competition with foreign counties to otiset 
the disadvantages of place, of relative cost of raw material, and of the 
cost of labor, and to allow the average enterprise of this country to have 
that fair profit which is indispensable to the maintenance of its exist- 
ence? When you have done this—call it if you please protection, call it 
if you please a tariff for revenue with discrimination—you have done 
your duty as statesmen; you have done the duty of patriots in taking 
care of the country of their birth and their allegiance. 

I should not fail to respond to the statement which the gentleman 
from Virginia quoted from the census report as to the average profit 
in certain industries. How is that statement made up? He told you 
that it was the cost of raw material, plus the labor, deducted from the 
value of the product. It was remarked at the time by one gentleman 
on this side that he would be sorry to have the gentleman from Vir- 
ginia manage his business; but on the other hand I should be glad to 
have him manage mine if he could make upa balance-sheet on that 
principle. Sir, the question of interest, of depreciation of plant, of bad 
debts, of salaries paid to agents and employés, of the conditions of the 
market, of the amount of competition at home, of taxes to be paid in 
various forms, municipal, state, and national, and other elements which 
every business man considers are left out of this calculation. [I can 
only quote (not having personal knowledge myself) the statement of a 
distinguished glass manufacturer, who the gentleman says is so enor- 
mously protected by the existing tariff that from the beginning his es- 
tablishment has not averaged a yield of over 5 percent. net per annum. 

Under such circumstances am I to trust a theoretical statement such 
as the gentleman makes against the fact as we know it from our neigh- 
bors and friends, and as it comes to us upon individual responsible state- 
ments ? 

I had not intended to mention a single article upon these schedules 


| until we came to them under the five-minute debate, because then the 


same ground is to be gone over. But there is one article which rolls so 
sweetly in the mouths of our opponents—I speak of quinine—which in 
fact makes my friend from Virginia shake as if he had the fever and 
ague itself, that I will say a word of the principle applied to that ar- 
ticle. 

As he says, this bill fixes a duty of 10 per cent. on manufactured 
quinine. Now, which is the proper rule in adjusting a tariff, that ex- 
ercised by a late Democratic Congress, which took the duty off manu- 
factured quinine and left it on the raw material, or that policy now 
adopted, which puts the raw material on the free-list and a smal! duty 
on the manufacture? I asked a little while ago if anybody disputed 
the principle that the raw material should be at the lower rate and the 
manufacture should bear the higher duty. Alladmitted the principle 
to be correct. Can you say that it applies everywhere else, but does 
not apply to quinine? 

For myself Iam utterly indifferent whether this small duty of 10 
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per cent. ison or not. Andwhy? Because, sir, not one-hundredth ot 
1 cent reduction is made to the people who consume it by reason of this 
duty being off. The entire profit made by your action in taking it off 
would vo into the hands of the importer and trader. I challenge any 
man to go into any drug store and tind any difference they make in their 
tariff to the buyer because a tariff of 10 per cent. is put on it at the 
port of its importation in gross. The druggist’s retail price remains 
unchanged. 

But the gentleman from Virginia said in opening his speech that it 
is not right, when we have encouraged the creation of manufacturing 
establishments by our legislation, suddenly to reverse the conditions 
and take away the very elements by which they had been brought into 
existence. In the light of that principle which hestated, and i agree 
with him, I ask whether, when this plant has grown to hundreds of 
thousands of dollars, he wishes to make this an exception, and upon 
what ground of principle that exception can be maintained ? 

Now, sir, what was the effect of failing to make any discrimination 
in favor of home manufacture? The bark which previously came to this 
country was all diverted and went to England. The raw material bear- 
ing a duty and the manufacture none, we could not of course compete, 
and the bark went to England, and they took away our money for the 
manufacture sent back here free of duty. The former Congress left that 
law actually in foree by way of bounty to the foreign manufacturer, just 
as distinctly as if they had given him a bonus of 10 or 20 per cent. for 
manufacturing our quinine. 

Mr. CARLISLE. _Isit not a fact there was but asmall discriminating 
duty? 

Mr. KASSON. There was aduty on the bark or raw material, which 
you did not take off, and none on the manufacture. 

Mr. CARLISLE. A small discriminating duty on bark east of the 
Cape of Good Hope. 

A MempBer. ‘Ten per cent. 

Mr. KASSON. ‘The gentleman admits the duty on the manufactured 
article is small, a discriminating duty because it is on the advanced arti- 
cle. Now I do not believe they desire to defend the mistake made by 
the last Congress. 

Mr. CARLISLE. Ido not admit the 10 per cent. duty you propose 
to put on quinine is adiscriminating duty in any sense of the term. 
Che duty put on the bark was 10 per cent. on bark coming from certain 
places. Only a small portion comes from those places. If the gentle- 
man will look at the statistics he will find these amounted each year 
to very little. Now I think the Congress made a mistake in not tak- 
ing that discriminating duty off the raw material when it repealed the 
duty on quinine. I have always said so. 

Mr. KASSON. The gentleman from Kentucky is so candid I did 
not suppose he would answer differently. But I desire to get to a solid 
basis upon which we agree; and that is that the basis of all our duties 
on advanced articles should be the duty on the raw material plus the 
difference in other elements of cost. When there is no such difference 
the question is changed. You have then the question of revenue duty 
or protective duty, according to your different theories. And no man 
can say the 10 per cent. duty on quinine is anything more than a fair 
competitive revenue duty. Iam not here to advocate its staying or to 
advocate its going; but Iam here simply to say in that instance the 
committee observed a rule which is openly and plainly admitted to be 
just on both sides. 

Mr. FLOWER. 

Mr. KASSON. Yes. 

Mr. FLOWER. If you do not need the money you collect on quinine 
why then do you collect it? 

Mr. KASSON. We have to collect money on something. 

Mr. FLOWER. Why? 

Mr. KASSON. For revenue. On your suggestion we do not need 
any duty on sugar, and take it all off. We do not need it on cigars and 
tobacco, and take it all off. If you take item by item all through the 
list you may get rid of all of the duties by applying your principle to 
each one. But the question is of the fair distribution of the revenue 
over the various articles that we import as well as produce. 

Mr. FLOWER. But if we do not need the money have we the right 
to collect it? 

Mr. KASSON. The gentleman from New York utterly fails to see 
the point of the answer I make. I say we do not need the money on 
any single article you may choose to select from the list. But we do 
need revenue, and the proper mode of providing the revenue is to dis- 
tribute the duty overall of these competitive articles; and my answer to 
the gentleman is that you should not sweep away the whole revenue from 
such articles, for each, on the revenue principle, should bear its fair pro- 
portion of the dutics. As to natural mineral waters I regret very much 
that my friend from Virginia did not remember the action of the com- 
mittee. It has authorized an amendment to put them on the free-list, 
which was necessary by reason of an error in making up the bill. 

Mr. Chairman, I come back to the question of the bill itself and the 
desire I have, in common with this side of the House, to pass some bill 
at this session revising the tariff. I ask the other side of the Hi 
when there is a conceded reduction of many millions of revenne effected 


by this bill, mark my words, a ‘conceded’? reduction of many mill- 
ions 


Will the gentleman yield to me for a question? 











Mr. SPRINGER. Who concedes it? 

Mr. KASSON. All members of that side of the House who ky. 
anything of the contents of the bill. [Laughter and applause. } 

Mr. SPRINGER. I did not so understand it. 

Mr. KASSON. Well, you will when you come to the consider.;),., 
of the bill by sections. Your associates on the Ways and Means (9... 
mittee know the fact which I have stated. . 

Mr. MORRISON. Let me say in answer to the gentleman from |.,\,,, 
that there is as much as eleven millions of reduction on sugar and jou, 
millions on silk. That is all. 

Mr. KASSON. And another member of that side of the House »y 
the Committee on Ways and Means estimates the aggregate reduct icy, 
at twenty millions. I hope for greater reduction yet. I should be o}, 
myself to have fifty millions taken off; and while saying that, 1 y))).; 
add that I do not believe in destroying these essential national indust;\... 
of which I have spoken. I do not believe it is necessary to destroy the, 
in effecting such reductions if your bill is properly ordered and prope: 
relations are maintained between the raw materials and the manut 
ured article. 

Mr. HUMPHREY. Will the gentleman yield to me fora question 
I wish to ask if the revenue should fall off by importation, by the jn 
crease, or by lowering the amount of revenue under the tariff bill, whet} 
it might not reach forty or fifty millions? Is not twenty or twenty-ii\, 
millions simply a comparative estimate, and is it possible to make a1) 
thing like more than an approximate estimate? 

Mr. KASSON. That brings me into the debatable ground, and I hay, 
only tosay that I agree with the gentleman from Virginia [ Mr. Tuckr:: 
that there is somewhere a point technically known as the “reveny, 
point,’’ but no member on this floor is able to define this point accurate!) 
for our action, and no man, I think I may say, elsewhere could ino 
than approximately establish it. 

The conditions of national prosperity, of home competition, 1!) 
abundance of money in the United States, the disposition to import 
luxuries which arises from an abundance of money, the recklessness 0! 
expenditure that comes from the possession of excessive amounts ot 
money, or credit, all of these things enter as factors into the amount of 
our importations, and are so varying and varied that we can not estal) 
lish any rate which shall positively determine the diminution of 1}, 
revenue or positively determine the increase which may result trom its 
adoption. 

Now, sir, if it were not for the maxim which we are all taught in 
Latin when boys, nil desperandum, I should despair of effecting a revision 
of the tariff at this session, and when my honored friend from Virginia, 
instead of aiding the House to do the best it can in the revision of the 
tariff contents himself with a running fire of commentary and criticism 
upon past, present, and future, I do not think he discharges that duty 
which he is so well able to perform. 

When we come to the consideration of the bill in its details, when w. 
come to the direct question presented to us, is this article made to hear 
agreater proportion of the revenue to be gained by the Government thin 
its share? then come the practical questions to which our theories must 
be applied. I shall close, sir, without going into the different schedulcs 
of the bill, reserving what I have to say in the application of my prin 
ciples till we take them up inorder. I can notclose, however, without 
noticing one point made by my colleague on the committee, the gent! 
man from Virginia. He spoke of the burdens the bill imposes and w)h 
are imposed by our tariff legislation upon the poor man, and estim:: 
at only 20 per cent. the labor that enters into the production of ma 
factured articles. I recognize the fact there again that there is no fix\«! 
percentage of value of labor which you can apply toagiven article. but 
remember that labor begins down in the deep bosom of the earth; God 
gives the ore of all kinds in the mine; God gives the wood in the forest; 
God gives the great plant of nature, without cost and without expense 
But from the moment you cut the tree or open the earth the hand of 
labor is almost as universally recognized as the finger of the Almighty; 
and that hand of labor goes into e\ ery intermediate form in the thousand 
forms that the product assumes be/ore it goes into consumption. I ven- 
ture the assertion that an average of 80 per cent. of cost of every article 
which assumes these new forms is the approximate value of the labor 
that goes into it. 

Mr. NEAL. Over 90 per cent. 

Mr. KASSON. I am certainly within it when I say 80 per cent., and 
I shall not te thestatement. Itisestimate; itis, if you pleas’, 
conjecture; but I ask any gentleman to follow the merchandise from tlic 
elemental form which God gave it to the form in which you consume it 
or use it, and tell me if you do not find the hand of labor everywhere. 
the hand of labor in machinery, as well as in fashioning, forming. 
beautifying, and fitting the article for the use of man, and constituting 
the most important element in the cost of the finished article. 

Sir, I am for protectionin the sense in which I have spoken, because 
I am for maintaining two things, the independence of my country !\r 
its ——- supplies, its independence of foreign countries and foreis) 
control, also because I am for giving bread and shelter and clothing 
to the poor men in the United States of America who depend upon their 
daily labor for their daily bread. And I can not do thatif I allow by 
my action in legislation all the earned in this country to go to 





money 
the workshops of Europe for the supplies which we need and which we 
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onsume. I cannot do it if I adopt a pure revenue standard which ig- 
res utterly the question of the cost of our home materials and labor. 

When I force our manufactures to the alternative to perish or to re- 
duce the wages of their labor, I take, in either case, that much of the 
pread from the mouths of my fellow-citizens who perform that labor. 

Sir, we have had these laborers before us. The commission had them 
also before it. If you ask why I take their statement instead of accept- 
ing the statements of free-trade orators on this floor, my answer is that 
| trust the man who has beenemployed in the workshops of Europe and 
js nowemployed in the workshopsof America asa better witness of what 
concerns his welfare and his prosperity than the orator who maintains on 
this floor any theory resting on logic instead of facts. And they have 
been not only singly but in companies before the commission. We have 
heard them in the room of the Committee on Ways and Means. And 
when you tell me that the laborer’s interest is to take off duties on ac- 
count of his consumption instead of maintaining them on account of 
wages for his labor, I appeal from orators and professors to the laboring 
man himself. ; ; 

If there be one certain duty of government recognized in every coun- 
try of the globe which bears the stamp of civilization that duty is to 
take care of the interests of their own country and people and to pro- 
vide work for poverty. It is a question of patriotism protecting labor, 
disguise it how you will. 

I have seen the time, sir, when I thought it was mere stump oratory 
when we spoke of the pauper labor of Europe. I heard the term used 
satirically by my friend from Virginia [Mr. TucKrER] to-day. But, 
sir, when I know of my own knowledge the miserable wages that are 
paid in foreign countries; when I know of my own knowledge the mis- 
erable conditions of human existence that surround the laborer in many 
foreign countries; when I have seen his family without education, his 
children with scant clothing, and himself serf rather than free laborer, 
I see no wit in the satire. When the proposition is put to me to reverse 
that condition of things which makes his wages higher in this country 
than they are abroad, I resist; and I appeal alike to humanity and to 
statesmanship and to the experience of the nations of the world against 
any theory which involves the degradation of labor. Infinitely better 
for me and for my constituents that we accept increase of cost, if any 
there be, for the sake of the millions whose welfare and comfort in lite 
are involved in your decision. 

While this debate goes on to-day a million homes in the United States 
are as anxious over the solution of the question as if their inhabitants 
dwelt in palaces instead of humble rooms. We can not ignore it. I 
never wish to speak as a demagogue on this floor, let their votes go where 
they will. I affirm that our duty is to accept the universal testimony ot 
all the organized laborers in the United States, which testimony con- 
firms the fact that without the maintenance of duties which you may 
fairly call protective their condition will be degraded to that which 
many of them experienced in the old country and have so gladly found 
changed in this. 

Mr. REAGAN. May [ask the gentleman a question? 

Mr. KASSON. Yes. 

Mr. REAGAN. Has one single laborer in any class of industry 
appeared before the Committee on Ways and Means? 

Mr. KASSON. No man of any class appeared technically before the 
Ways and Means Committee, but a company of selected representatives 
of organizations of labor throughout the country; some gentleman can 
tell me embracing how many—— 

Mr. BAYNE. One hundred thousand. 

Mr. KASSON. Representing 100,000 laborers came before us and in- 
terviewed us individually, including myself, on this question. 

Mr. MCKINLEY. And the president of the amalgamated associa- 
tions. 

Mr. REAGAN. Were these gentlemen representatives of labor and 
not of capital? 


Mr. KASSON. Certainly; the principal man being the president of 


the amalgamated labor associations. And not only that, but we have 
petitions from various labor associations of the country, presenting their 
views. 

Mr. Chairman, I have said more than I had intended upon the general 
theory of the bill. But in view of the attack made upon the principle 
of protection itself, irrespective of rates, and since the debate must go 
on, I felt bound to state the reasons which have controlled my action 
and which furnish the justification of the principle. I have now done, 
and will gladly reach the question of just rates, so soon as we consider 
the bill by phs. We can not afford to say that we will pass no 
bill unless all the items in it are agreeable tous. You admit that there 
are hundreds of articles upon which duties must be imposed, and you 
differ as to the rates. Some of them are what you want, others you 
dispute. Shall we ever secure a revision of the tariff without some mu- 
tual concessions? We who represent agricultural, and to some extent 
manufacturing interests, may not be wholly satisfied. 

You who represent manufacturing interests particularly may or may 
not be satisfied. But is it not our duty to secure the passage of some 
bill which in the result shall reduce the amount of revenue and the 
rates of taxation? They are now too high, and in my judgment the re- 
duction by this bill in many instances is not enough. But 
shall I ore vote against reducing at all? Will gentlemen on the 








other side of the House vote against all reduction because that which 


is attainable is not enough? 

If we pass an insuflicient bill at this session the next Congress has the 
right to go further if it chooses. Shall wekeep up this agitation before 
the country, impeding trade and preventing production largely, and 
tending also to increase prices, because the markets will become less 
stocked than they have been? Shall we go on keeping up this agitation 
and arriving at no result whatever? 

Statesmanship can not take the position that because we are dissatis- 
fied with some of the items in this great bi, which simply preserves 
existing principles with diminished burdens, therefore we will not vote 
for what good it does contain. I appeal to all sides of the House to aid 
in arriving at correct results when we reach the schedules. Let us have 
a conference with the Senate on the provisions of the bill, so as to ac- 
complish something in the reduction of taxation, even if it is not enough. 
Better some good secured than none at all. [Applause. ] 

The committee rose informally; and Mr. RoBinson, of Massachusetts, 
took the chair as Speaker pro tempore. 

MESSAGE FROM THB PRESIDENT. 

A message in writing from the President of the United States was 
communicated to the House by Mr. PRUDEN, one of his secretaries, who 
also informed the House that the President had approved and signed a 
bill of the following title: 

An act (H. R. 7330) to remove the disabilities of Francis I{. Smith, 
sr., of Virginia. 

The message further announced that the joint resolution (IT. Res. 190) 
to refer certain claims to the Court of Claims, having been presented 
to the President on the 12th instant and not having been returned to 
the House of Congress in which it originated within the ten days pri 
scribed by the Constitution, had become a law without his approval. 

TARIFF, 

The Committee of the Whole resumed its session. 

Mr. MILLS. Mr. Chairman, we are attempting to execute the power 
vested in Congress by the Constitution, which authorizes us to lay and 
collect duties on imports to pay the debts and provide for the common de- 
fense and general welfareof the United States. The object of imposing 
this power in Congress was to enable the legislative department to provide 
the necessary revenues to carry on the administration of government. 
The power to tax is the power to raise money alone for public purposes 
We have no rightful power to go beyond this. The Supreme Court of 
the United States, in the celebrated case of the Loan Association rs. 
Topeka, said that the power to tax is the most liable to abuse of all the 
powers conferred upon government, and they might as truthiully have 
said that it was more generally abused than any other power vested by 
organic law in legislative bodies. All taxes are burdens; to support 
government they must be imposed and must be borne; but they should 
be levied in such manner as to impose the least possible burden upon 
the people. 

The objection I have to the bill proposed by the Ways and Means 
Committee is that it is not a bill to raise revenue, but a bill to prevent 
raising revenue. This bill and the one pending in the Senate and the 
one reported by the Tariff Commission emanated from the same source, 
and were designed to prevent importation and hinder and obstruct the 
collection of revenue. They are all perversions of the constitutional 
authority to lay duties to raise revenue. What this measure proposes 
and what its friends advocate is to abuse the powerof taxation and make 
it the instrument for transferring the property of one class of the people 
to the pocketsof another. Inthecaseof McCullochvs. Maryland, Chief- 
Justice Marshall says that the power to tax is the power to destroy, but 
to exercise it to destroy is not the rightful exercise but an abuse of the 
power. That is just what the supporters of this bill are asking Conzress 
todo. We are told that we are receiving too many cheap goods from 
foreign countries, coming in competition with American manufacturers 
and cutting down their profits, and we are urged to put duties upon 
them that will keepthemaway. Weare urged to use the power of tax- 
ation not to raise revenue on imports but to prevent them from coming 
into our country. Is not thatan abuse of the taxing power? Does not 
that oppress and destroy ourcommerce? Wheredo they find any author- 
ity for such legislation ? 

This is a government of enumerated powers. It has just such power 
as may be granted in so many words in the Constitution or that may be 
implied from some power enumerated by name. Where do the gentle- 
men find the authority, either express or implied, to take the property 
of one man and give it to another? Why, sir, you can not take the 
property of a citizen for the public without paying him just compensa- 
tion. The only power in the Constitution to take his property at all is 
for a public purpose. In the case to which I referred a moment ago the 
Supreme Court of the United States say that taxing the people for the 
benefit of private individuals isrobbery. Thatis very strong language 
to come from the bench, but it is true. Thisis what Judge Millersays 
in rendering the decision in that case. 

Mr. TUCKER. Give the volume and page. 

Mr. MILLS. I read from 20 Wallace, page 664, Loan Association vs. 
Topeka. 

To lay with one hand the power of the Government on the property of the 
citizen and with the other to bestow it upon favored individuals to aid private 
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enterprises and to build up private fortunes is none the less a robbery because it 
is done under the forms of law and is called taxation. This is not legislation. 
It is a decree under legislative forms. Nor is it taxation. A tax,says Webster's 
Dictionary, isa rate or sum of money on the person or property of a 
citizen by the government for the use of a nation or state. Taxes are burdens 
or charges imposed by the legislature on persons or property to raise money for 
public purposes. 


A recent case came before the same court and was decided within 
the last month, the case of The City of Parkersburgh vs. Brown and 
others, in which the same court reaffirmed the principle decided in the 
Topeka case. ‘The facts in the two cases are very similar. In the Par- 
kersburgh case bonds were issued by the city government under an act 
of the Legislature of West Virginia authorizing the city government to 
levy a tax to aid infant industries in that city. The decision of the 
court below sustained the law, but the Supreme Court pronounced the 
act void and reversed the judgment. They said the government had 
no power to take the property of one citizen and give it to another. 
Chey said the Legislature might levy taxes for the use of the city and 
to pay its debts, but that taxation to pay bonds to aid private persons 
in conducting a private manufacturing business is not taxation for a 
public object. 

It is a principle of law universally recognized in the courts that tax 
laws must be strictly construed. Statutes imposing burdens upon the 
people are not entitled, like remedial statutes, to be liberally construed. 
In executing laws imposing taxes the grant of power must be closely 
followed. And when power is given to tax for public purposes, the Leg- 
islature can not tax for any other purpose. But notwithstanding that 
tact is well recognized, the principle is constantly ignored in Federal 
legislation, and the power of taxation is exercised to aid private indi- 
viduals, which the Supreme Court has declared to be robbery. What 
does this bill propose to do? Raise revenue? No. It proposes to 
make it impossible for anything to come into this country that is cheaper 
than the corresponding article that is manufactured here. Why? To 
compel the people who are bound to have things necessary to their ex- 
istence to pay the American monopolist double prices. _ Is that to raise 
revenue? If you put a duty upon iron and steel that prohibits it from 
coming into the country, you do not raise revenue. You prohibit the 
raising of revenue. You compel the people to buy the produce of the 
domestic manufacturer at higher prices when he could get the same prod- 
uce in foreign markets at lower prices. Is that a rightful exercise of 
the taxing power? I want some of the friends of this bill to tell me 
what is the difference between this and communism and socialism. 
What difference is there between this principle and the principle of the 
highwayman, who says, ‘‘ Let him take who has the power and let him 
keep who can.’’ If the Government has the right by a vote of its rep- 
resentatives to take the property of one citizen and give it to another, 
what use is there for government at all? A combination of men suf- 
ficiently powerful can do that without incurring the expenses of sup- 
porting government. 

My understanding of the object of government is to associate the pow- 
ers of the people to prevent the spoliation of property. I have been 
taught that the object of constitutions is to put a limit upon power, to 
lock it up with bolts and bars. The arbitrary power of the many is 
often as cruel and corrupt as the powerof one. And a majority, assured 
of its superior strength and its own safety, may become as remorseless 
in its oppressions as the tyrant who wears a crown on his head. The 
object of constitutions is to secure the person in the enjoyment of life 
and all that makes life worth having, the enjoyment of the products of 
one’s own labor to minister to the satisfaction of one’sown wants. Yet 
it is the settled policy of the party now in power to teach by legisla- 
tion that communism and socialism are right; that it is right for the 
rich and powerful iron and steel barons to exert the power of their wealth 
and influence to induce Congress to take from all the people every year 
more than a thousand millions of their earnings to swell the fortunes of 
the already too powerful manufacturers. You proclaim to the country 
that it is right for the associated manufacturers to have representatives 
sent here from all over the land to vote for the spoliation of the prop- 

erty of other people for their benefit. You proclaim that it is right to 
combine all these manufacturers of different kinds of commodities and 
by their united power give the form of law to a forced contribution 
levied upon the people of the whole country for the enhancement of 
their fortunes, and yet you complain of communism growing up in all 
parts of your manufacturing regions, and to-day a distinguished com- 
munistic leader is enjoying an ovation in one of your largest cities. Sir, 
this is but the hand of the avenger holding to your own lips the ingre- 
dients of the chalice which you have poisoned. 

In laying duties we may adopt the advalorem method and lay directly 
upon value, or we may adopt the specific tax upon quantity, or we may 
adopt both methods, as this bill does. If we adopt the ad valorem sys- 
tem, we impose a duty of so much upon the market value of the thing 
imported. If we adopt the specific re we impose duty on articles 
by weight, measure, and number. ile the policy of the ad valorem 
system has been condemned by the friends of this measure in discus- 
cussions in the other end of the Capitol, I notice that about one-third 
of the items of the bill are based upon value alone. Why is that so? 
Because when it is not necessary to discriminate in the interest of mo- 
nopolies there is no objection to ad valorem duties. In all such eases 





you will find by examining the bill that the duty is levied upon valu: 
alone. But wherever it is necessary to cover up, to conceal, to con{iys, 

to embarrass, to entrap, to defraud, to obstruct and prevent IMportatioy 
there you will find specific duties, and you will find them preserj}... ;, 
such a manner, and with so many conditions and specifications yw jy», 
the subject admits it, and the meaning of the language used so inyol ye 
so dark and hidden by accumulating provisos piled on top of each ot}... 
that itis impossible without the key of the Iron and Steel Associatioy ;,, 
interpret and comprehend the meaning. 

When we come to the duties levied in the schedule on meta|s wnd 
attempt to analyze them, and see what they are and what effects +}. 
are to produce, we become bewildered by the babel of words. [ s)),/ 
not be far from the mark if I say of the two hundred and ninety-{});,, 
members of this House there are not ten who can give an intel)ig.;, 
analysis of the metal schedule unless they shall simply repeat what th. 
have heard from the lips of the iron-mongers who wrote it. | mi.}); 
call upon members to rise in their places and enlighten the House }, 
explaining the different classifications and the multiplied speciticat i). 
of weight, size, length, diameter, and processes of manufacture, a1\) | 
would venture my arm that there are not ten gentlemen on this {\o«; 
who can explain them. These articles were written by the represe)t, 
tives of the Iron and Steel Association. The cunning words that »), 
piled up in this schedule were put there by them. They never inten. 
this House to understand the meaning of that schedule. They und 
stand it, and when this bill becomes a law and your customs offic, 1. 
attempt to execute-it you will see that the importation of iron and si. 
will be almost annihilated, and the people of thiscountry will be lash. 
to the chariot wheels of the iron and steel monopolists of Pennsylvania 

If we want to do what the Constitution authorizes us to do, that js. 
to raise revenue; if we want to do what our duty requires us to dy 
that is, to raise it in the least burdensome way we can, the simplest, 
easiest, most honest, and eflicacious way of reaching that result is 
discard all this verbosity that is designed to cheat and mislead, and put 
the taxation directly upon the value. It is not right to tax a yard of 
coarse cloth that a rman buys as high as a yard of French broad- 
cloth that the rich buy. But it is right that each shall pay a tax ac- 
cording to its value. The commerce of the world is all carried on ani 
always has been on the standard of value. As far back into history as 
our researches have ever penetrated we have found men trading. In 
the old beok we have all been taught to read in our childhood we are 
told of the merchants who crossed the desert with their camels loaded 
with merchandise, and from that day to this they have been buying 
and selling by a standard of value. 

If a merchant buys a cargo of goods in England he purchases upon his 
knowledge of their value in the foreign market, the cost of transporting 
them, the amount of duty he is to pay, and the value of the goods in 
the American market. Sometimes the margin of profit upon which he 
bases his calculation is but the fraction of a cent in the dollar. Still lh 
understands the value of the goods in which he deals sufliciently well 
to hazard his fortune in the enterprise. Who ever heard of one going 
to England to buy a cargo of shoes and boots by quantity without rete: 
enceto value? Whoever heard of one buying acargo of goods by weight, 
measure, or number without reference to value. All commerce, all ex- 
changes of property by nations or individuals are carried on by value 
How is it that the Government can not levy its taxes by value? J): 
States all do it; the counties all do it; the cities and towns do it. Dos 
not the customs officer know what silk is worth in the New York market 
what coffee is worth? He knows just as well as the merchants o/ 
the city who deal in them. The value of silk it seems is beyond his 
comprehension, but he readily knows when it is advanced beyond 
‘‘sliver.’’? He knows when anarticle is produced to be appraised whether 
silk is the component of chief value. He knows nothing of the value 
of glass, but in classifying it he must know whether it is ‘‘ blown with 
or without a mold.’’ He can know nothing of the value of iron ore; 
but he has in collecting the duty to determine whether or not it con- 
tains 15 per cent. of silica and what amount of copper is concealed in 
the body of the ore. He knows nothing of the value of steel, but if a 
piece is imported he is required to know whether it is made by the 

‘ Bessemer, pneumatic, Thomas-Gilchrist, Siemens-Martin, open-hearth, 
or basic process.’’ It is a palpable absurdity to say that an officer 
handling merchandise every day can not determine the value, and yet 
have all the knowledge of an expert about its manufacture. But we 
are told that the ad valorem system will not do, because there are great 
frands perpetrated on the Treasury by undervaluation, and by reason 
of that fact the law can not be executed. That argument is not one o! 
the infant industries; it is old enough to be on the retired-list. It has 
been the faithful companion of the spoliationist throughout all his his 
tory. It has been on the witness-stand in all histrials. It repeats the 
same old fallacy that has been exposed as often as it has been produced 
Now, let us expose it again. 

A merchant buys a cargo of sugar in Havana for $100,000. He under- 
values it $5,000 and has it invoiced at $95,000. The duty on the 
sugar is 50 per cent.; 50 per cent. of $5,000 is all that he can make 1! 
hesucceeds. Twenty-five hundred, therefore, is the stake for which he 
is Lr tay a a 2 his sugar reaches New York it is inspected by ex- 
perts in business, Sugar importers are called in to examine !t. 
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The result is it is valued at $100,000; his stake is lost, but that is not 
all that is lost. A penalty of 20 per cent., which is $20,000, is decreed. 
And yet that is not all: It there be probable cause to suspect fraudulent 
intent the whole carge is forieited. Is there any man, however dis- 
honest, who is reckless enough to try such an experiment under the 
threats of such penalties, and when the probabilities of detection are so 
numerous and so strong as almost to amount toa certainty? That pen- 
alty has been upon the statute-books for many years, and I do not be- 
lieve that there ever has been a case of undervaluation attempted since 
its enactment. ; ; : ; SeR) 
A few yearsago, during one ofmy canvasses, in which I was discussing 
the tariff and its pernicious effects upon the country, after I had come 
down from the stand at one of my appointments, a venerable Roman- 
looking matron, upon whose hair the snows of many winters had fallen, 
approached me with a handful of old papers, which she gave me, say- 
ingas shedidso, ‘‘Iheard you a few days ago in another neighborhood, 
and when I went home I said to my children and grandchildren that 
you talked like my husband used to do, and about the same subjects, 
and I went and got a bundle of his old papers that I have kept for many 
vearsand have brought them to you to readif you feel like it. You will 
jind them the words of one who loved and faithfully served his coun- 
try.’ 1 opened them, and the first one was aspeechof Dixon H. Lewis, 
of Alabama, delivered in theSenate of the United States, July 15, 1546, 
defending the system of ad valorem duties against the false charge made 
against it by those who wanted to monopolize the American market for 
their own individual gain. She who gave them to me was the vener- 
able relict of that distinguished statesman. He was one of the greatest 
among the many able men that Alabama has sent and still continues 
to send to the national councils. He says inthat unanswerable speech 
that the charge of undervaluation ‘‘is one of the axiomatic errors which 
upon examination will be found to be wholly fallacious.’ He called 
the attention of the Senate to the fact that an importer then living in 
New York, whosename he gave, had madea contract with an ironmonger 
at Birmingham, England, for the purchase of iron atafixed price. After 
a time iron rose 20 per cent., and when he importeda cargo and offered 
it for appraisement it was valued by the customs oflicer at the then 
market price, which was right. But because his invoice showed that he 
had bought 20 per cent. below the foreign market price the penalty tor 
undervaluation was assessed against him. He was forced to pay the 
penalty or give up the advantageof his contract. The penalty, at that | 
time 50 per cent., being more than the profit, he was torced to abandon | 





his contract. 

A similar fact of recent occurrence was stated in the same body a few | 
days ago by a Senator who in physical and intellectual structure, in 
habits of thoughtand labor, in powers of analysis and unflinching devo- 
tion to the right, is more like Dixon H. Lewis than any other man to- 
day in public life. 1 of course refer to JAMES B. Beck. He stated to | 
the Senate that a short time since a merchant bought a cargo of goods | 
in Liverpool to be delivered a month after purchase. In the mean | 
time rumors of some pending political trouble on the continent carried | 
up the price of the goods, so that he was prevented by the threatening | 
penalty from importing hisgoods and reaping the benefits of his bargain. 

Talk about the frauds of undervaluation! The thing is impossible. 
It only exists in the fertile imagination of the American manufacturer 
and his representatives. It is the fairest and most equitable tax that 
can be levied on imports, because every one who buys pays taxes ac- 
cording to the value he receives. It is the easiest collected tax, for it 
excludes all controversy about classes, numbers, sizes, and processes of 
manufacture. It interposes no annoyances and obstructions to com- 
merce by involving in doubts the amount of tax the commodities are to 
bear. It is more honest, because it lets the tax-payer know what is the 
amount of tax he is paying. It produces more revenues to the Govern- 
ment and less burdens to the people, because, being open, undisguised, | 
und well understood, no ad valorem tax can exist that is not on a revenue 
hasis, 

There is still another advantage in the ad valorem system. It adjusts 
itself to the rising and falling of prices. When you have determined | 
how much money you want to raise by duties on imports you fix the 
proportionate rate on each article or group of articles. It must be suf- | 
liciently low not to lessen consumption of the article; it must be suffi- 
ciently high to produce the desired revenue. 

Having fixed your rate and imposed it upon the article imported, it 
remains a revenue duty, however great may be the fluctuation in the 
price in the future. When prices are lowexchanges are made on lower | 
scale, and when high on a higher scale; but whether low or high ex- 
changes continue, and your levy being upon a revenue basis you can | 
always confidently rely upon your income. To illustrate: if a ton of | 
g-iron is worth to-day $10 and your duty is 25 per cent., you get 

2.50; if pig-iron doubles in price your duty doubles; if it increases to 
$40 per ton your duty is $10. It always preserves its character of rev- 
enue duty. When the article is low in price your duty accommodates 
itself to the condition of the commodity and exacts only its relative 





proportion. If the price is high it rises and keeps itself to its fair pro- 
pe Now let us see the specific. A ton of pig-iron is worth $10; 


specific duty of $2.50 per ton is imposed. That is equivalent to an 
ad valorem duty of 25 per cent. and supposed to be about a revenue 





| your importation is greatly cut down. 
| duty is 100 per cent. and prohibitory. 


| market. 
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standard. It rises to $20 a ton; your duty is $2.50; you are only re- 
ceiving one-half of what you supposed was the revenue standard. It 
rises to $40 per ton. Your duty is still the same in amount, but the 
equivalent ad valorem is only 6} per cent., or one-fourth of the rev- 
enue standard. Instead of rising, suppose it falls from $10 per ton to 
$5. Your duty is 50 per cent., tar above the revenue standard, and 

If it falls to $2.50 per ton the 
Your Treasury gets nothing and 
your people are robbed by those who have the monopoly of the home 
This illustration is sufficient to show you that a specific sys- 
tem of duties, levied by weight, measure, and number, is wholly inad 
equate to meet the demands of revenue. If it is the coffers of the 
manutacturers you wish to fill, and fill them by depleting the public 
Treasury and impoverishing the great body of the people, the ingenuity 
and cunning of man never invented an instrument more capable of ac 
complishing the work assigned it. You can abuse the taxing power by 
the ad valorem system as well as by the specific. You ean levy exces 
sive duties and keep out importations by the ad valorem system, but 
in doing that you have this peril to encounter: you spread your net in 
the sight of the bird. Your object will bediscovered by those whom you 
wish to insnare, and the birds you are preparing to catch will be strony 
enough to come down upon you and carry away the fowlers and their 
nets. 

When you spread upon the statute-books a long list of impositions ot 
duty from 100 to 150 per cent. you give notice openly to the peopl 
that your object is plunder, not revenue; and when they come to com 
prehend that fact they will rise in their might and indignation and 
sweep such a law from your statute-books in a less time than it has 


| taken the iron-mongers to hatch out this conspiracy against their prop 
| erty and labor. 
| list. 


The specitic mode is the chosen mode of the monopo 
He does not want revenue. He is no more interested in that 
than the farmers. He would not have gone to all the labor of gettiny 
up the Tariff Commission if revenue was all that was to be accom 
plished by the tariff. He wants to prevent us from buying abroad and 
compel us to buy at home at his price. It is the farmer's money ly 
wants, not a better system of revenue. He wants to get it trom the 
farmer in such a way that he will feel patriotic and happy when hi 
gives it to the monopolist ile wants to give the farmer an anesthetic 
slumbering of some of his corn and cotton 
He wants to sing him to sleep with a lullaby and put 
him in his little bed, and while he is in the land of Nod dreaming 
proposes to administer on his estate. 

Let me call your attention to one item in this bill in the metal sehed 


| ule, and let me see if vou ean tell me what it means: 


Steel ingots, cogged ingots 
matic, Thomas-Gilchrist, ! 
process except the crucib!: 


b 


“oms, and slabs made by the Bessemer pneu 
Siemens-Martin, open-hearth, or by any other 
process, weighing not less than five hundred pounds 
each and measuring not k n five inches square, nor less than five inches in 
least diameter of cross-section of the ingot ingots, or blooms, not less 
than five inches in thickness nor ten inches in width of the slabs, six-tenths of 
1 cent per pound, 


4th 


corer 


Now, what does all that mean? Why is steel made by the erucible 
process excluded from this item? Why is this duty contined to steel 
above five hundred pounds in weight? Why must each piece be five 
inches or more in least diameter, and why least diameter of cross-sec 
tion? Why must each piece be not less than five inches thick? Why 
must each piece be not less than ten inches in width? Will some on: 
who has been permitted to enter the holy of holies of the steel-rail san 
tuary and been enlightened in its great laboratory of knowledge solv: 
this mystery for me? Who is to determine all these things when tiv 
article isimported? Where isthe officer to get knowledge suflicient to 
pass on this item? How is he to inform himself whether the steel is 
made by the Bessemer process or the Thomas-Gilchrist process or the 
basic process or the Siemens- Martin process or the open-hearth process? 
If the tariff was 30 or 40 or 50 percent. upon all steel and iron imported 
any intelligent clerk could tell at once what the market price was, and 
that would be the plain, practical, common-sense way of getting at it, iJ 
collecting revenue was what we wanted. He would only have to look 
at the invoice and see if it corresponded with the market value of the 
import. He could determine toa fraction without any quibble or con 
troversy what the amount of duty was. But who is to determine thes 
questions about the process of manufacture, and why all these varied 
specifications? The duty on these cogged ingots, blooms, and slabs ove: 
five hundred pounds is $13.44 per ton; by another item in the bill the 
same articles less than five hundred pounds are $44.80 per ton. Why 
this difference of more than 233 per cent. in favor of the larger size’? 
Is it because the steel rail barons have large machinery and can import 
the larger sizes and cut them up when smaller traders can not. ‘Two hun- 
dred and thirty-three per cent. is a fine margin for profits out of the 
pockets of the people who buy hoes and axes and plows and trace-chains. 
May be they will stand it. There ought to be some reason, and one of 
vast and overpowering importance, to justify a difference of 233 per cent 
in the rates of duty between the same article made of the same materia! 
and differing in nothing but weight. 

But why dwell on this item? This bill is filled ad nauseam with 
just such provisions, and for what purpose? To conceal the robbery 
inflicted upon the people in all its specific items, 
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It was conceived in sin and brought forth in iniquity. During the 
last session of Congress we were repeatedly told upon the floor of this 
House, when many of us wanted to respond to the demands of the peo- 
ple and reduce taxation, that Congress was incompetent to the task. 
it was constantly pressed upon us that a commission of intelligent busi- 
ness men was requisite to the task of unloading the burdens that were 
breaking the backs ofeour people and striking from their limbs the fet- 
ters that the concentrated greed of associated monopolists had riveted 
upon them. We were told that we must get men who were thoroughly 
informed as business men. We were told that it was a question bris- 
tling all over with difficulties. That it must be taken from the polit- 
ical forum and settled in the counting-room as an industrial problem. 
While I was satisfied that the result was to be a base and infamous 
fraud, I confess that I did not dream that it would be so complete, so 
comprehensive, so all sufficient in its eagerness for plunder. 

Why was it that the iron and steel men became so anxious for a re- 
vision of the tariff, and why did they demand that it should be done by 
a commission appointed by the President, instead of being done by Con- 
gress, upon whom the duty was imposed by the Constitution? If you 
will read their arguments at that time you will find that cotton-tiesand 
fencing-wire and quinine were the stimulating causes. Congress had 
taken the tax off of quinine. The iron and steel men denounced it asa 
raid, and in a letter to a distinguished member of the Ways and Means 
Committee, signed by a great number of them, they said they wanted to 
feel assured that such raids were rendered impossible. One of the con- 
federates had been wounded in the opening skirmish of the great battle 
for reform, and they were sounding the long roll and calling the troops 
to quarters. The Secretary of the Treasury had decided, and so had 
the courts, that cotton-ties with buckle and rivet should only pay 35 
per cent. The Secretary had decided that fencing-wire should be ad- 
mitted at 30 per cent. They had applied time and again to have these 
decisions reversed. They had failed, and their only hope of getting high 
duties was in a tariff commission dictated by themselves. A com- 
placent Congress created it. A complacent President appointed all of 
them in the interest of the associated monopolists. Some people were 
credulous enough to say, and perhaps believe, that a minority of them 
would be Democrats, who represented the consumers, who favored taxa- 
tion for revenue, who were opposed to legislative robbery, but they 
were all mistaken, and all of them, every oneof them, represented some 
one of the associated horse-leeches who were crying, ‘‘Give! give!’ They 
would not let us have even one to ask questions and give information 
which might be of great use to us when we come to sit on the report. 
But they have done their werk and it has beensubmitted to us, and the 
long-coveted cotton-tie and fencing-wire has fallen into their arms. In- 
stead of 35 per cent. on cotton-ties they have put a duty of $31.36 per 
ton. One of the largest importers of cotton-ties in the United States 
gave me the price of cotton-ties in England during the last session of 
Congress. It was then $35.39per ton. At that price the duty is over 
88 per cent. The same firm gave me at that time the price of fencing- 
wire in England at $43.65 per ton. ; the present duty is 30 per cent , or 
$13.09 perton. It is now proposed to make it $16.80 per ton. The 
ad valorem is equivalent to 384 per cent. A friend has just handed me 
a printed statement showing the present English price of cotton-ties, 
which is $36.98 per ton. The proposed duty of $31.36 per ton is equal 
to &5 per cent. ad valorem, or an increase over the present rate of 143 
per cent. And this is tariff reform! 

On the 2d of March, 1861, Congress enacted a war tariff bill, and put 
a duty equivalent to 30 per cent. on all articles manufactured of iron and 
steel. After enumerating by name all articles that could be thought of, 
they made a general provision and put the same rate on all articlesnot 
otherwise provided for. In 18625 percent. ad valorem wasadded to these 
articles. And the clause under which cotton-ties are now taxed has 
come down to us from 1861. Hoop-iron, of which cotton-ties are made, 

ys a duty of $33.60 per ton, while cotton-ties at the price to-day pays 
513.26 per ton. The cotton-tie, with buckle and rivet, is a distinct ar- 
ticle of commerce, and not being otherwise provided for comes in at 35 
per cent. As an article of commerce it isof incalculgble importance to 
all of our laborers in the cotton fields. It has entirely superseded the 
old rope tie for two reasons. It enables the carrier of cotton to com- 
press a bale of cotton into half the space it occupies in the rope tie, there- 
fore twice as many can be carried by rail and vessel. Secondly, incase 
of fire the old rope tie soon burns and a general conflagration ensues. 
Now if a bale gets on fire it is so closely compressed and held that the 
fire makes poor headway, and gives ample opportunity for its extinguish- 
ment, and that fact has led to a great reduction on insurance. 

So the iron cotton-tie is indispensable to the Southern farmer. When 
we remember the important part played by cotton in our export trade 
we ought to be willing, nay anxious, to relieve it of every possible bur- 
den and give every legitimate encouragement to its growth. Fifteen or 
twenty millions of people are interested in a reduction of the price of 
cotton-ties, and six firms manufacturing it are interested in raising the 
price. Whom shall we serve? During the year 1882 we imported 
43,431,272 tons of cotton-ties that were consumed by our cotton growers. 
They cost in England $744,821. At 35 per cent. duty the revenue to 
the Government would be $260,687. At the rate proposed in the bill, 
85 per cent., the duty if imported would be $633,097, or an increase in 


cost to the farmer of $372,410; and whether imported or not the ip. 
crease of cost will be the same to the farmer, only the Treasury of th. 
Government will be cheated of that amount, and the treasury of th. 
six cotton-tie manufacturers will get it. There is a significant {act ¢, 
be noted here. There are two sorts of cotton-ties: one pays a duty of 
$33.60, that is what is called protection; the other paysa duty of $1:3.0; 
per ton, that is what is called revenue duty. We imported 1,000 i) 
under protective duties and 42,000,000 under revenue duties. [n t}e 
protective duty the Treasury got ,000; under the revenue duty j; 
got $253,000. All hail, humbug! Now, these two duties were ii\« 
on the same basis of value. 

In 1864 $33.60 a ton on hoop-iron was about 35 per cent. duty 
That was the duty put at that time on it. Prices were high; we were 
dealing in a depreciated paper currency. Prices always go up as the 
circulation increases and go down when the circulation decreases. }}yt 
after a while we began to contract the circulation and the prices began 
to come down, and they continued to come till the duty per ton orig- 
inally fixed upon a basis of 35 per cent. became nearly a hundred. 
The ad valorem duty in the mean time kept itself adjusted to the rise 
and fall of prices, marking the revenue point at every change as accy- 
rately as the thermometer marks the rise and fall of heat. 

What was the effect of thisonthe revenue and the people? = The hivh 
duties became prohibitery. Scarcely any iron or steel or manufactures 
of them came in. We got little revenue and the people were compelled 
to buy at exorbitant prices all they needed from the American manu- 
facturer who held the monopoly of the market. There were only about 
5 per cent. of all the products of iron and steel consumed in the United 
States that were imported. Now we are urged to keep up that policy 
of defrauding the revenue and taxing to death the great farming indus- 
try to build up overgrown fortunes fora few. And the cotton growers, 
black and white, who are numbered by millions, are to be raided on 
and robbed to gratify the greed of six manufacturing companies. W hut 
Southern man here, representing thousands of these victims who toi! 
in the fields when the sun is burning down at a hundred degrees, will 
dare to betray his people and vote for this iniquitous bill? How many 
of you dare do this deed and go home and confront a people whom you 
will have betrayed under the false pretense of encouraging home indus- 
try? How many Southern men will vote to rob the Government of 
its treasure and the cotton growers of their rightful property in order 
to enrich a half dozen manufacturers? If there be such an one in this 
House of any party, I hope his constituents will tear his political hide 
from his body when he goes home. 

A MemsBer. They will do it, too. 

Mr. MILLS. Now let me invite your attention to the item of wire. 
Under the existing tariff we have two classes of wire, and that is one too 
many. The bill proposes tomake fourclasses. All wire under No. 10 pays 
a duty $50.40 per ton; all between 10 and 18, $61.60 per ton; all between 
18 and 26, $72.80 per ton; all over 26, $89.60 perton. The numbers run 
from 1 to over 30 by the gauge. They begin with a very large wire as 
No. 1 and run down to one almost as small as a hair, as will be seen by 
the gauge which I have taken from the speech of Senator Beck. 
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The changes from one number to another are so very gradual that they 
can not be detected with the eye. What will be the result of this classi- 


fication with the increasing rates? An importer buys his wire at No. 10. 
He is buying and selling on aclose margin of profits. He calculates the 
culates perhaps on five or 
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ten dollars profit per ton. When he comes to pay duty, the iron manufact- 
urer has his friends at the custom-house as well as in Congress. He 
says that wire is No. 11; if 80, the duty is $1 1.20 per ton more than if 
No. 10. When you get to No. 18 the same thing occurs, only the wire 
is getting smaller and the grades more indistinguishable. The importer 
puys at 18, the manufacturer says it is 19; if so, the duty is increased 
again $11.20. per ton. His profits at the highest are only to be ten. 
Do you not see that the importation must stop and the manufacturer 
must monopolize the market? The importer buys a cargo of wire No. 
96, duty $72.80. When he comes to pass his wire through the custom- 
house, he is told that it is 27, and that the duty on that number is 
$39.60, or $16.40 more than No, 26. But he had only calculated on a 
profit of $10 per ton after paying the legitimate duty. His business is 
broken up, importation is stopped, commerce is destroyed, and the manu- 
factarer is protected in monopolizing the market and robbing the peo- 
ple. But it is said the gauge will show precisely the number. Whose 
gauge? The importer buys by the gaugeof the English manufacturer. 
The American manufacturer has a gauge a little smaller, and so little 
that the eye can not detect it, made so on purpose like this law to pre- 
vent importation; and when the wire is applied to the gauge it will not 
fit. Importation is harassed, annoyed, obstructed, protits are uncer- 
tain, the business is stopped, and that is protection. 

If the object of Congress is to raise revenue, why not put anad valorem 
duty on all iron and steel, and manufactures of iron and steel at 30 or 
35 per cent. ? That would be amply sufficient in the way of prescription, 
and it would give you twice as much revenue as you get now fron the 
same source. Or if you want to be more particular, put a duty on all 
wire of 30 or 35 per cent. and that will remove all the facilities for fraud 
and give you twice as much money as you now get from wire. 

On some descriptions of wire in this bill, if I am not mistaken, the 
duties are 7} cents per pound, and I think some double that. [To Mr. 
CARLISLE.] Am I right in that? 

Mr. CARLISLE. Per pound? 

Mr. MILLS. Yes. Whatever it is, the rate is double from one grade 
to another. 

Mr. CARLISLE. It is double by reason of galvanizing, and on wire 
rope and wire strands it is more than doubled. 

Mr. MILLS. Oh, no; I do not mean that. Perhaps the item I was 
thinking of isin the Senate bill; at least I can not lay my eye on it here. 
The object of all these classifications and all these different descriptions 
and different rates of duty is to throw impediments and obstructions in 
the way of commerce, and to prevent our people from importing and 
buying the cheaper goods of foreign manufacture. Those who wish to 
accomplish thatobject dare not put ou the prohibitory duty at ad valorem 
rates, because the people would see it and compel its repeal, but they 
propose to accomplish it by concealing from them the enormous wrong 
they are doing the whole body of consumers. This bill was characterized 
on this floor the other day as the best tariff bill that had ever been brought 
to the attention of Congress. In my opinion there was never conceived 
in the mind of men and written upon the same amount of paper as much 
diabolical iniquity, as much fraud and false pretense, and as much down- 
right shameless robbery of the people of the United States as is put into 
this bill. 

You may talk of getting the tariff question out of politics by passing 
this infamous measure, but you reckon without your host. Do you 
think that you can put this act of confiscation on the statute-hooks and 
more than 50,000,000 of defrauded people will submit in silence? Do 
you think when you have written this legislative decree to take annually 
from the farmers of the United States more than a thousand millions, 
to enrich the iron and steel monopolists and their confederates, that they 
will fawn like dogs and lick the hand that scourges them? Then do it 
and try the experiment. Sir, you will hear a storm sweeping over this 
country worse than the one that swept so hurriedly from your statute- 
books the back-salarylaw. We areconsuming annually over six hundred 
millions of the manufactures of metal produced at home. We are im- 
porting seventy millions. The imports carried an average duty of more 
than 40 per cent., and give us thirty millionsof revenue. The six hun- 
dred millions gave the metal manufacturers, out of the pockets of the 
people, more than two hundred and forty millions. Against that they 
raised their voice, and to remove that abuse they have called on their 
representatives to reform the tariff. You propose to answer their de- 
mands as Rehoboam answered the complaints of the people of Israel 
when they ca led on him to correct the abuses that had grown up under 
his father’sadministration, and which had comedowntohim. When they 
said tohim, ‘“‘Maketheyoke which thy father did put upon us lighter,’’ 
he replied that his little finger should be thicker than his father’s loins, 
and where his father chastised them with whips he would chastise them 
with scorpions, You haughtily answer a complaining people by mak- 
ing the yoke heavier, and you confidently expect them to bend and be 
silent. Remember the scepter departed from Rehoboam, and it will 
depart from you. 

F I want to see the Western man who will have the temerity to vote to 
increase the duty on fencing-wire and then return to his home on the 
prairies that stretch toward the setting sun and tell the people whose 
only for fencing their farms is wire that he bowed the knee 
to the Ivania Baal. There is a day of reckoning coming, and all 








the power in this land does not lie in the shadow of the smoke-stacks 
You are very earnest and very energetic in pushing on to completion 
the work you have planned. Your object is to fix it before you leave 
the Halls trom which you have been driven by public condemnation 
You think when you have once fixed it the next Congress will not be 
able to undo what you have done. The people will be able to extricate 
themselves from all the toils you may weave around them. Do not 
push them too far. Do not provoke them to speak with indignation. 
If you do, they will go a great deal further and make the reform much 
more thorough than that which they would accept to-day. 

It is insisted by the friends of high prohibitory duties that they 
are necessary to give good wages to manufacturing operatives. They 
profess great devotion to the laboring man. Under the pretext of 
increasing his wages you are plundering his property. You care noth- 
ing for the laborer. It is the proprietor whose interests you are serv- 
ing. You deceive the laborer by your sophistries and fallacies and make 
him the instrument that aids you to rob himself along with all the other 
laborers and increase the fortunes of his employer. The other day we 
had a bill before us to give bounty from the public Treasury for ship 
building. It was declared then by you in high-sounding phrases to be 
in the interest of the poor toiling people in the ship-yards. 1 wanted to 
unmask you and test your sincerity to the laboring people, and | offered 
to amend the bill so that no subsidy should be paid to the ship-luilder 
until he should file with the Secretary of the Treasury the proof that he 
had paid his workmen 20 per cent. advance on the wages paid tor the 
month of December last. Our people over here supported it very cheer 
fully, and you as solidly voted against it. This is the way you protect 
the laboring man. You talk a great deal of it to get his vote, and ther 
your interest in him ceases. You profess that bigh tariffs are tor the 
benefit of the manufacturer and his workmen. But when the benetits 
derived by the law are to be distributed, you propose to divide with him 
like the Indian says the white man did with him when they hunted 
together. They killed a turkey and a buzzard, and the white man said 
to the Indian, “1 will take the turkey and you take the buzzard, or 
you take the buzzard and I will take the turkey.’’ The Indian says he 
never said turkey to him once. So it is with the laborer engaged in 
manufacture. The capitalist gets the turkey, and the laborer there, in 
common with his colaborers everywhere, supplies from his wages the 
money that pays for it. 

Wages, like everything else that has value, is regulated by demand 
and supply. The wages received all over the country to-day in all the 
fields of employment are regulated by that, and neither free trade nor 
protection has a particle of influence in determining its amount. One 
of the best illustrations of the principle I have ever seen is given by 
Professor Sumner as Coming trom a workman, himself a wage-laborer, 
in Boston. He said he could see no way to increase the wages of work- 
men; that when he saw two * bosses’? running after one workman wages 
were high, but when he saw two workmen running after one ‘‘ boss’? 
wages werelow. A better illustration has never been given in the schools 
and colleges. You may destroy the whole commerce of the country, 
you may prohibit the importation of everything but the raw material 
for the manufacturer and give him full opportunity to charge just what 
he pleases for his product, but the workman will stand precisely where 
he does to-day. When there is a great demand for labor it is high; 
when there is no demand it is low. Every fall in the South there is a 
great demand for labor to pick cotton. Farmers come into the towns 
with their wagons to hunt ior laborers. Two farmers are often seen 
after one workman; not only that, but they form associations and send 
out of the State toimportthem. Then laboris high. I heard last fall 
one man say that he got $5 a day for picking cotton, while in the sum 
mer he could not obtain employment at a dollar a day. 

If high tariffs give high wages and comforts and happiness to thx 
wagemen, why all these strikes we have had under the present tariff, 
the highest we have ever had, the highest that any country has ever 
had? Why were the swarthy sons of toil driven to desperation a few 
years ago, when torches were set to the city of Pittsburgh and a lane 
plowed through its center by flame? If high tariffs promote the com 
forts of the wagemen that ouvht not to have occurred. There have been 
infinitely more distress and ore disturbance in the United States in the 
last ten years under our high tariff than there has been in England un 
der a free-trade tariff, and yet our people receive higher wages than 
they do. But our dollar wi!l buy less than theirs. Our workmen can 
not purchase with a day’s wages as many of the necessaries of life as 
theirs. Nobody denies that our workmen get higher wages than they 
do, and will continue to do so until our country becomes thickly settled 
like Europe, and there are more laborers than there are places foi 
them to fill. But it will be a long way in the future before we become 
like England and France and Germany and the Netherlands. We 
have an immense expanse of unsettled country inviting labor and offer 
ing high wages for its employment. The supply is far short of the de 
mand and must remain so for many long years, whether the tariff be 
high or low. Agriculturists are moving westward in great bodies 
armed with axes and plows and hoes and harrows. They are fencing 
up vast bodies of land with protected wire. They are looking back 
toward the eastern hives of population and inviting labor and offering 
high wages. We have agenial climate, rich soil, prolific in its resources, 
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and it yields great stores of abundance to the hand that will toil. Agri- 
cultural wages regulate all other wages. If the manufacturer cuts too 
low, his laborer will find profitable employment in the fields. He can 
not reduce American wages to the English standard, and nothing else 
can but an oversupply of workmen. 

Happily for the laborer he is protected in having high wages by laws 
that neither Congress nor all the combined manufacturers can change. 
His wages are assured. No tariff can deprive him ofthem. But what 
he wants is to get to the last farthing the benefit of the purchasing 
power of his money. That the tariff can help or hurt. In respect to 
wages he is in the same situation with the rest of us; and in respect 
to the amount of comforts to be obtained for his money he is in a like 
situation. While we all get higher wages for our work, our wages do 
not procure for us as many comforts as the lesser wages of the English- 
man. We pay nearly 100 per cent. more for our woolen clothing than 
he does; from 50 to 75 per cent. more for our cotton clothing than he 
does; from 75 to 100 per cent. more for the implements of labor made 
of iron and steel with which we toil to make our daily bread, and the 
five or six millions of bales of cotton and the three or four hundred 
million bushels of wheat that we export to foreign markets. 

Mr. HASKELL. Will the gentleman from Texas say that there isa 
tariff duty of 100 per cent. on agricultural tools, or tools of any sort? 

Mr. MILLS. I said that there is a duty of 75 to 100 per cent. gen- 
erally on all manufactures of iron and steel entering into the imple- 
ments of labor. 

Mr. HASKELL. Can the gentleman name a country in the world 
where a single agricultural tool can be bought dollar for dollar as low 
as in the United States—a plow, a shovel, a hoe, an ax, a spade? 

Mr. MILLS. Yes; and mind you, my friend, I am goingright now 
to impale you. [Laughter and applause.] Ifthat be the fact, why do 
you want protection? [Laughter and applause. ] 

Mr. HASKELL. If that be the fact, why do you want free trade? 
{Laughter and applause. } 

Mr. MILLS. I want to remove all obstructions out of the way of 
commercial exchange, because if your statement is true there is no 
sense in keeping them up, and if it is not true they ought not to be 
kept up. 

Mr. HASKELL. That protection has reduced the price of agricult- 
ural tools here lower than the rest of the world is a matter of fact. 

Mr. MILLS. It never has done it here or elsewhere in the world. 
That is one of the old fallacies of the protectionists. John Stuart Mill 
exploded the whole doctrine of the protectionist by applying to it 
Gamaliel’s dilemma, When the Pharisees laid hands on the apostles to 
punish them for the work they were performing, Gamaliel said, ‘‘ Letthem 
alone. If their work is the work of man, it will come to naught; if of 
God, youcan notoverthrowit.’’ Oneither proposition their interference 
could accomplish nothing. Soas Millsaid of protection. If it protects 
the manufacturer it robs the people. If it does not protect, it is of no 
benefit to the manufacturer. Now, my friendcan hang on either horn 
of this dilemma he chooses. One or the other he must take, and both 
are fatal. The whole thing is an utter fallacy. It is all nonsense to 
hear an intelligent man like my friend from Kansas say that protection 
has brought down the prices of anything. If the American manufact- 
urers, by competing with each other without the competition of for- 
eigners, have brought down prices, would they not have come down 
further and faster by admitting the foreigners to come in and increase 
the competition? If two persons competing with each other lower the 
price of the thing in which they deal, would not three increase the 
competition and make the price lower than two? No, sir; the ques- 
tion in which the laborer is interested, and vitally interested, is mak- 
ing his wages go as far_as possible in purchasing that which will satisfy 
his wants. His wages must be expended for himself and family, and 
the problem he must solve for himself is how can he make his money 
realize the greatest sum of comforts. 

I am the friend of the laboring man. I speak with no double tongue 
on that subject. I shoot the way I vote and vote the way I shoot on 
that question; but some professed friends of the laboring man shoot 
their mouths in one way and vote the other, as we saw demonstrated 
the other day. When I came here I came as the representative of work- 
ing people; lama working man myself. Eversince I was 17 years old I 
have been depending upon my own labor fora living. I known what it 
is to feel for men who work. Ever since I have been here I have been 
working for their emancipation from the toils of cunningly devised laws 
that take from them a large part of the proceeds of their toil. Neither 
the threats of power nor the blandishments of the rich barons that hang 
around your Ways and Means Committee room and dictate these acts of 
spoliation will ever deter me from denouncing the acts of legislative rob- 
bery that are constantly eating out his substance. I am willing to vote 
for whatever taxes are needed to carry on an honest and economical ad- 
ministration of government. The people I represent are willing to bear 
every burden necessary to thatend; but I am not willing to put the hand 
of the Government into their pockets and take the earnings of their toil 
and give it to increase the fortunes of some manufacturer in Pennsylvania 
or Massachusetts. If I want apair of blankets and an i 
offers them to me for two dollars and a half and a man”in Massachu- 
setts or Maine for five dollars, it is my right as a freeman to buy the 





cheaper blanket, and when the Government forbids me the enjoymen; 
of that right it makes me to that extent aslave. It is a matter of yo 
concern to me that the Englishman is said to be a pauper. It is not a 
matter of sentiment, but of trade. Under this system of spoliation y,. 
see our people fast separating into two extremes of wealth and povert, 

the very few getting richer and richer every day, the great, busy iy. 
of its working millions getting poorer. The power of wealth is getting 
stronger, the power of labor is getting weaker. It is a matter of com. 
fort to me that I have never by word or vote contributed to this resy)|; 

and if I remain in public life until I am as old as Methuselah | neve, 
shall. [Applause.] 

Mr. KELLEY. If the gentleman from Texas desires an extension 
of his time, I will move that it be granted. If no other gentlemay 
desires to speak, and the gentleman does not desire an extension of his 
time, I will move that the committee rise, followed by a motion to ad. 
journ. 

The CHAIRMAN. The gentleman from Maryland is recognized. 

Mr. McLANE, of Maryland. Mr. Chairman, I was one of those why 
voted forthis TariffCommission. I did notchoose on that occasion to los. 
what I deemed to be an opportunity offered to us for information upon this 
important subject. I must confess, inasmuch as several, indeed almost 
all those who have preceded me in this debate, have made reference ty 
the commission, I must confess my own disappointment at the consti- 
tution of that commission. In voting for it, it never entered into my 
mind for a moment that it would be really a partisan commission. | 
remember that I then gave expression to the sentiment that I had no 
doubt the President of the United States would realize the general obli- 
gation which rested upon him and allow every interest in the country 
to be represented upon that commission. But I recollect very well, Mr. 
Chairman, that I voted for it with the full knowledge that he might 
not do so. Irecollect perfectly well that I anticipated the contingency 
that he might even create a partisan commission; and that the |iter.- 
ture which we would receive from that commission would be al! on one 
side. And, in view of that possible partisan character of the commis 
sion, I still voted for it, satisfied that it could only produce the same 
theories which were already in possession of the country and which 
more than one honorable gentleman on this floor had developed as fully 
as it was possible for the commission to develop them. 

I made the point then, which I desire to make now, that in voting 
for it it was not because I believed the information was necessary, but 
I did not choose to he put in the position of refusing any information which 
we could get from any source upon this question. And I avail myself 
of my present opportunity to say that I find in that report of the Tariff 
Commission not only no novelty as to fact, but no novelty as to theory. 
I find throughout that report in reference to all of the industries of this 
country the same theory—the same political theory—that the honor 
able gentlemen on the other side of this House with comparative wna- 
nimity have alway presented, and never with less logic and sound 
statesmanship than the honorable gentleman from Iowa has to-day given 
us the benefit of. We find throughout this report the declaration that 
every industry in this country requires the offices and care of the Gov- 
ernment with the object of giving bread and employment to the labor- 
ing man of this country. Neither the commission nor the honorable 
gentleman from Iowa admits for a moment that in the advocacy of these 
high duties there was any spirit of favoritism or partiality shown toward 
monopolists. Indeed, the gentleman from Iowa ridiculed the idea that 
we could create a monopoly, in replying to the gentleman fron Vii 
ginia. 

Now I want to note in passing, as responsive to the commission «iu! 
responsive to the honorable gentleman from Iowa, that the number o/ 
laboring people that would be protected by this proposed legislation 
and that are now protected by the existing tariff is insignificant as com 
pared to the entire laboring population of this country. 

I want to note also that for one I am very much surprised that an 
honorable gentleman who represents a region of country beyond the 
Mississippi River should endeavor to induce this House to impose upon 
10,000,000 of people, who are laboring people and living by their own 
labor, not materially better than the laboring people of Europe to whom 
he referred, that they should be taxed with the support of 2,000,000 of 
American people who live in the manufacturing villages and towns o! 
this country and who do live somewhat better than the laboring peo- 
ple of Europe; that he should tax 8,000,000 of laborers to enable 
2,000,000 to live better than the corresponding class in Europe or the 
great bulk of our own population. 

Now, that is what as I understand him he proposes to do, and that is 
why I say the presentment of the case by him was never made in my 
hearing with less logic or less sound reasoning. It is the very present- 
ment of the case against which an American representative ought t) re- 
volt. It amuses me that he should stand here knowing to-day that the 
wealth and the power of this country come from the laboring popula- 
tion of his own valley, counting nearly ten millions in numbers, 
and that it should be taxed and taxed to an enormous d > in order 
that two millions or thereabouts in towns and vi as I said before, 
should live better than the same number of people living in Europe. 

It has that result in some degree; but it is in a degree infinitely le* 
than the honorable gentleman would have this committee understand. 
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It would be a great mistake, Mr. Chairman, for this committee to 
suppose that the laboring man in the manuiacturing establishments of 
this country lives much better than the laboring man in the same sort 
of establishments in Europe. There is a very slight difference, unhap- 
pily for them as for all laboring people. There is a very small mar- 
gin of surplus for the laboring people of any country or any industry. 
it is the universal law of the world that the laboring man, be he ever 
<9 industrious and sober, at the utmost can effect no more than simply 
to live and support his family. He lives and dies with only the necessi- 
ties of life, and because he has that hard fate, it isa popular subject 
to declaim upon. But when that declamation is made in the face of 
intelligent and honorable and fearless men by an advocate of this bill, 
he ought to have the mask stripped from his fallacious reasoning, and 
he ought to be told, what the fact can fully establish, that it is not the 
laboring man in the factories he is aiding, for the laboring man in the 
factories continues to live on as before, the benefits conferred upon him 
being of the most subordinate degree as compared with the benefit con- 
ferred on the capitalist. 

There is to-day, and I am not the one to regret it—there is to-day 
yreat prosperity in the manufacturing establishments of this country. 

Mr. SPRINGER. Oh, no; that is a mistake. 

Mr. McLANE, of Maryland. I think there is, and they contribute 
largely to the general wealth and power of the country—not to be com- 
pared, however, with thecontribution which the eight or ten millions 
of farming people make; but still the wealth that is contributed from 


the manufacturing establishments deserves the care and attention of the | 


legislature. 

But what gentleman can for a moment compare the results of profit 
which the capitalist obtains with the results which the laborer obtains? 
So little does he obtain that it is only by combination, it is only by co- 


operative societies that he can lay aside means to provide for his family | 


in the first few days of their orphanage. There is no laborer to-day in 
any manufacturing establishment in this country who could leave a dol- 
lar for the support of his orphan children were it not forthe intelligent 
efforts which he has made with his fellows to accumulate money in co- 
operative societies. But for that the manufacturing laborer would be 
left to the cold charity of the world for the support of his orphan chil- 
dren. 

The argument, coming as it does from a gentleman who challenges the 
statesmanship of his opponents, deserves in my opinion the responsive 
refutation of every American Representative, because an American Rep- 
resentative knows the fact that these duties, whether they be revenue 
duties or purely protection duties, are in the interest of capital engaged 
inmanufactures. While my firstand warmestsympathy is forthe laborer, 
I have never anticipated the contingency in which I would be willing 
to injure, much less to destroy those industries. And my opposition to 
this bill I base upon the fact that they are not protected in pursuance of 
and in conformity with the Constitution or ina spirit of permanent and 
conservativeequity. Thereisnodifficulty about protecting them. There 
never has beenany from the foundation of the Government to our day. 
They always have been protected and they always will be. The ques- 
tion is how they are to be protected. Shall the Government avuil itself 
of its constitutional right to levy a particular kind of tax, that being 
the tax on imports—shall it confineitself strictly to the revenue stand- 
ard and the revenue object, or shall it avail itself of that privilege in 
order to raise more money than the Government wants, and to raise it 
from a icular class of objects in order that it may protect a certain 
class of the community withoutraising revenue? My cbjection to this 
bill is that it does that, and I shall not vote forit. I prefer the origina! 


law, and when I say I prefer the original law it is but another form of | 
expressing tothe committee how odious thislawis. Under that original | 


law there are, I think, some 2,200 or 2,400 articles taxed. There are 
about as many under this law. 


And the heaviest burdens to be found in the original law are taxes | 


upon articles that give no revenue, or next to no revenue, assuch taxes 

are more or less prohibitory. And a peculiarity of this billis that there 

is a reduction of revenue, but not of burdens, for the reduction comes 

mostly from articles taxed to the prohibitory point nearly. 

_ Here is areduction of rate in most of the schedules and in several an 
and an estimate of about twenty millions decrease of revenue. 

I do not mean to embarrass myself or the committee with much detail. 


And yet I feel it due to the question to call attention to what is changed 


in this law from the old law. You will find reductions of about 12 per 
cent. in chemicals, 5 per cent. in metals, 23 per cent. in sugar, 5 per 
cent. in provisions, 13 per cent. in woolens, 17 per cent. in silk and silk 
goods, and an increase of 17 to 23 per cent. in earthen and glass-ware, 
and 5 per cent. in cotton goods. The other schedules being about the 
same as in existing laws, these modifications, with a repeal of the ninth 
F cap gy actof July 28, 1866, constitute the principal changes from 
old law. 
Mr. CARLISLE. On the commonest kind, the printed or painted 
ware, there is an increase of over 30 per cent. after making all 
allowance for the repeal of the duties on packages and commissions. 
Mr. McLANE, of Maryland. And when you add to the commoner 
class of earthen-ware the finer classes you reach an average increase of 
17 per cent. on all of then, 


Now, Iam not called on to-day, in discussing this bill or any other 
tariff, to make an argument in favor of a free breakfast table. I do not 
think a man has any right to be protected in his use of any article; and 
1 am as ready as any man on either side of the House to put the proper 
| revenue duty on sugar or on anything consumed by the consumer. | 

only want the committee to take note of the fact that while in one 
schedule you have the reduction of 23 per cent. on sugar, an industry 
which has always required protection, an industry which upon any 
protective theory that has been stated in this debate will always r 
| quire protection—while the duty there is reduced 23 per cent. there is 
| on these common classes of earthen-ware, and these are the classes of 
earthen-ware used by the poor man, an increase of duty rate as great 
and greater than the reduction proposed on sugar. That 
tection which the honorable gentleman on wy 
the workingman. It allows the fine china and fine glass and porcelain 
| to come in at a moderately low duty; but the common pottery and 
glass-ware used by the poor man has the rate increased over the old 
duty over 20 per cent. 

It isso withsilk. You will find there is in this billa material reduc 
tion onsilk. Now, Mr. Chairman, if there is one article in one of those 
schedules that requires protection it is silk. 

On the other hand, if there is one article that will bear a duty itis the 
article of silk. It is the rich who use silks; silk is an article of luxury 
| And yet it is an infant industry, for it is only within a year ortwothat 
any man dreamed that the American manuiacturers of silks could com 
pete with the French manufacturers as they are doing to-day 
within a year or two that we have reached that point 

Therefore, upon the theory of the protectionist, silk is the article ot 
| all others that should be protected; and upon the principle of love tor 

the people it is the article that oughtto be taxed the highest. It isthe 
| very last article in all these schedules upon which I would consent to 
reduce the duty. 

Mr. SPARKS. What is the reduction of the duty on silk? 

Mr. McLANE, of Maryland. It is 17 per cent., one of the very 
greatest reductions; but I do not believe the reduction will operate upon 
the revenue as has been estimated; I do not believe it will decrease the 
revenue mueh. . 

If there is any one fact well known it is that the cotton goods of this 
country require very little protection, yet the rate of duty on them is 
increased. They are ready to-day to compete with all the world. Ameri 
can cottons can go toChina and South America and be sold foadvantay 
in competition with the same class of goods from England. And tli 
only reason that we do not send them to South America is because b 
the present existing tariff, as by this proposed tariff, such a high duty i 
| put on South American products that noman in South America can at 

ford to pay for American cottons, He is obli rK dto buy LEnelish cotton 
| because the English receive his products tree of duty 
Here is the extraordinary spectacle in trade to-day, that the 
South American people are clothed in English goods, because England 
takes their wools, skins, and ores free of duty, while we puta prehibit- 
ory duty on two of them and an enormous duty on the third. 

This subject has been so fully considered and developed in the course 
of the tariff debate that I feel I should give some excuse for myself re 
ferring to it. But these details are interesting and are suflicient to con- 
| trol my vote, suflicient to suggest to me that I had better leave the 
present law as it is than to take this proposed law. By doing that I am 
not taking away protection. I am not, however, led into atrap. | 
have no doubt atall that many a protectionist on that side of the House 
is rejoicing in his soul that he finds one man ready to vote against this 
bill, though he means to vote for it. 

The protectionist does not in truth want this bill passed. He is timid 
| about it; he isdoubtful about it. He knows very well that we who 
| profess to be in favor of revenue reform, in favor of a revision of this 
impost system, are likely in the future to be more effective in our re 
form action than we can possibly be to-day 

Therefore, if he is in favor of this law at all, it must be in the hope 
| that it will stop the way to further changes, because, as I have said, we 

all have an interest in these manufacturing establishments. Perma- 
| nency is of infinite value. If we pass this bill, then we will be told in the 
| next Congress and in the future that we ought not to disturb these in- 

terests. We will be told, and with great reason, that we have given 

to these manufacturing capitalists the pledge of the nation; that we 
have given them their rule of life and action, and when they have ad- 
| justed themselves to that rule it can be said with very great reason that 
we ought not to disturb them; that to further legislate would be vacillat- 
ing and trifling and very injurious, and many who like myself desire a 
more intelligent and liberal reform to-day might hesitate after the pas- 
sage of this act in further agitation and disturbance of the trade of the 
country. 

And so it would be, and that is one reason why I will not vote for 
this bill. It would be trifling in any man who is not content with this 
bill to vote for it. There is not difference enough between this bill 
and the existing law to justify that vote | have no hesitation in stand- 
ing by the existing law until I can reach a real genuine revenue revis- 
ion in this or in some future Congress, a revision which will leave us 
with comparatively few articles on the tariff schedule and yet will 
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ive us $50,000,000 annually more of revenue than we get under the | 


present law, reducing at the same time the actual burden of taxation 
on the consumer to an equal amount. 

Mr. BERRY. And all the protection that is needed. 

Mr. McLANE, of Maryland. And if I had no other reason to give 
for opposing this bill it would be because it reduces revenue and does 
not reduce the burden of prohibitory taxes. I need not say to the 
committee that there is very great difference between reducing revenue 
and reducing the burdens of taxation. The burdens of taxation will 
not be reduced by this bill; the revenue will be. Now, I would re- 
duce the burdens of taxation and I would increase the revenue. 

Holding this exhibit of schedules in my hand, I say to the honorable 
gentlemen who constitute the majority of the Committee on Ways and 
Means that where they reduce the duty on an article 5 per cent. on 
which the duty is now almost prohibitory, they will not reduce the 
burden of taxation. The article will remain prohibited still, and the 
American laboring man will still have to buy the American manufact- 
ured product at the price the monopolist chooses to put upon it. 

If the duty was reduced 25 per cent. instead of 5 per cent., then an 
importation of the article would occur, and revenue would be received 
from that article. The laboring man, in whose interest it is pretended 
this bill was prepared, would be able to purchase the article for 25 per 
cent. less. And what is true of one is true of nearly all of these articles 
upon which very high or prohibitory taxes have been laid. This is 
especially true in the case of the laboring man’s woolen goods, flannels, 
and blankets, and of some of the rates in the metal schedule and in 
the schedule of earthen-ware and glass to which I have referred, all of 
which can be fully protected within the revenue rate. 

My real complaint, if 1 am permitted to make one of the Committee 
on Ways and Means is, that this bill reduces revenue and not taxation. 
it is the same complaint that I made at the last session of Congress. I 
stand here to-day in favor of repealing the internal-revenue tax system. 
In my opinion that is the true line of action for the statesman. The 
internal-revenue tax which was a necessity when it was enacted has 
ceased to be a necessity to-day. We could to-day reduce it fully one- 
halt. 

If that political sun should rise in the East which we all hope to see 
and bring the warm promise of success to the Democratic party which 
we need, and give us the control of the national legislature and of the 
executive department of the Government, there would be no difficulty 
at all in wiping out the entire internal-revenue system in the four years 
ot Democratic administration. 

And if I had a word of counsel or of entreaty to address to my polit- 
ical friends, it would be to stand by the fort, to stand by the present 
law, by the legislation which is now on the statute-book, until it can 
be sufliciently revised in pursuance of the policy and principles which 
have guided every Democratic administration since the foundation of 
the Government. 

I have no misgivings as to the good sense of the people of the United 
States. What better reason could you give to a constituency that you 
are against this bill than that it is because it is delusive, as the gentle- 
man trom Virginia [Mr. TUCKER] so well said? With me itis not only 
delusive, but it contains in it all that is most obnoxious in the present 
law. 

Why, then, pass it, if I am right in my position that there is no reform 
in it and that the reductions are more than counterbalanced by the in- 
crease ? 

I am looking for a real reduction of taxation. 
it in this bill. Take woolens, which I have already referred to in this 
debate. There is an apparent reduction of the duty on woolen goods; 
but in truth the reduction is not sufficient to bring in the coarser for- 
eign goods. The poor man’s blanket, to which the gentleman from 
Texas [ Mr. panne) hen referred, will still cost as much as ever; the 
duty will still remain prohibitory. 

Mr. CARLISLE. And the case is the same with flannels. 

Mr. MCLANE, of Maryland. Yes; there is no reform. The whole 
class of flannels that make up the domestic wearing of a laborer’s family 
remains prohibited under this bill. One great objection tothe existing 
law, that the duties on South American products prevent us from send- 
ing there our manufactured cotton goods, is equally strong against this 
bill. 

The men who dig copper upon the banks of Lake Superior are not ex- 
posed to any competition. They dig their copper out of the earth as 
cheaply, I believe, as it is dug in Europe. It is sold in this country at 
a price which the duty enables the producer to put upon it. More than 
that, we are obliged when it comes to us from South America to export 
it to some country like England, where it is received free, in order that 
it may be manufactured into plates for your ships. You bring back 
those plates and pay a duty upon them, though you might keep the 
product at home and make your plates here at much less cost. Almost 
every bad feature in the existing law is embraced in this bill. 

There is no good reason, Mr. Chairman, why we should make the 
change from the one system to the other. Iam not surprised that gen- 
tlemen on the other side are willing to make this t with a 
free will, not without fear and doubt and misgiving, but they are 
willing t@ make it, They are listening still to the funeral knell] which 


I say there is none of 





was sounded in the early days of last November; they are de 
by that sound, as well they may be, and under its influence they woy) 

make almost any change. But the infinite skill with which they ), cts 
clothed this apparent change entitles them to a better fortune jn va 
future than they are likely to obtain. ' 

For the reason that I believe that weshall havean opportunity to pene.) 
the internal-revenue taxation and substitute for it in most part a ‘ = 
nue duty on imports, I am against any but a satisfactory adjustmer , 
of this question. I have a constituency quite as much devoted to | iby % 
and especially to labor in manufacturing establishments, as that of yy, 
honorable friend from Texas, or my friend from Massachusetts. Ther, 
is no lack of manufacturing industry in Maryland. On the contrary ve 
the State has grown old, and our farming industry diminishes in ¢¢,, 
parison with the great West, we have become more and more a any. 
facturing State. Throughout these long weeks during which the Cox). 
mittee on Ways and Means has been besieged upon this tariff question 
I have seen my constituents there quite as often as any other gent leman 
can have seenhis. We haveourglass, ouriron, cotton, and woolen inter- 
ests; they want more protection, because, in the face of existing hiv) 
rates, they receive wages only sufficient to support themselves, and th.y 
all desire an intelligent revision of the tariff system which will ena), 
the operative to livein comfort. Many of them in the face of the exist. 
ing high rates are starving; they would laugh to scorn the idea that the 
present law is in the interest of the laborer; even now while | speak 
they are striking, and it is difficult to finda man with sympathy enough 
for them to go and associate with them in their public mectings and 
petitions. Yet they belong to an interest as highly protected as any 
interest embraced in this bill. : 

I have told them that if they are not fully paid itis not because they 
are not protected, but because their share of the profits has to be 
regulated by those who possess a monopoly of the market. They are 
left with only such wages as can be obtained in any other branch of in 
dustry. If the industry of a town or a region of country weakens and 
fails, the laboring man suffers. No man in this House needs to be told 
that every protected interest fails when it is toomuch protected. There 
has never been an epoch in this country when some branch of manutict 
ures Was not crying out in distress bocause it had been too much pro 
tected, like the shipping industry, which my honorable friend trom 
Maine [Mr. REED], who stands before me, is familiar with, which was 
protected until it expired. 

Mr. REED. I suppose my friend from Maryland does not wish mx 
to inject into his speech right here a discussion on this subject. [1 » 
he must not tempt me. 

Mr. McLANE, of Maryland. That whole interest, like others ot 
which I have knowledge and which I am representing, has been pro 
tected until it is dying of protection, dying by reason of competition 
induced by this excessive protection. 

Mr. Chairman, this line of objection, if well taken, ought to satis! 
all our friends on this side of the House. I desire to impress upon th 
committee that for one I am very much interested in the industries of 
the country, especially the industries of my own community. It is in 
their interest first and before everything else that I oppose this bill; 
for just as I oppose this bill I would oppose any other which in my 
judgment affected them injuriously. 

I am persuaded I can give them all the protection they desire or 
ought to have or need, and be below the revenue point. 

And I want tosay further that no call on the Treasury was necessary ani 
no commission was necessary. Youcan take that tariff, and any clerk in 
theStatistical Bureau to-day can give you a listoftheimportations tor the 
last five or ten years of every article, and any arithmetician can take that 
listof importations and strike the revenue point. He can trace it up pre 
cisely as he traces the hands of a clock. It will go up toa certain point 
and that point ranges somewhere about 50 per cent. in almost every 
article imported. You can go up, but somewhere about 50 your reve- 
nue will diminish. Sometimes it will not diminish until you go up 
to 60 or 70, but generally it will diminish about 50. That is your 
revenue standard. You stop there. And if we took these 2,400 arti- 
eles and carried them all up to their maximum point, you would get 
more than $350,000,000 from your tariff. Every expert knows 1t 
Every statistician knows it. You would not do that. You do not 
want that much. Even if you repealed the entire internal-revenue 
law you would not want three hundred millions. We can live for less 
thanthat. We can pay pensions and improve rivers and harbors, too, 
on much less. We can do everything this Government requires te 
have done on less than three hundred millions, and we can get tha! 
without going to the revenue standard. . 

But below that you can discriminate in the interest and to protect 
the industries of the country. That is the doctrine ] have been taught 
I go back over my life, and I have said it several times before, and | 
never knew a day when I would lay a duty above the revenue stanc- 
ard. I have never known a day when it required a maximum rate lor 
revenue. I have never known a day you could not go below the max’ 


Moralized 


ot, 


mum and discriminate for protection below that—that you could no' 
go below and select the articles you mean to protect and give them 
sufficient protection; give them the protection the gentleman {fron 
Towa [Mr. Kasson] asks, 
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| think he said he only wanted the difference between the price of 
labor. What there was intelligible in his argument was that! He said 
he wanted protection to be the difference in the price of labor. If that 


is what you want you can get it below the revenue rate, but anything | 


beyond that would be discrimination for protection without regard to 
venue. ie “nig ae 
“Tn tariff controversies between political parties in this country this 
was the policy of the Democratic party. I can not recollect any issue 
that was ever made between political parties in this country on the taritf 


except the one made in 1833 and after the tariff expired in1840. We had | 
prior to 1833 opposition to a tariff until it culminated almost in a civil | 


war. We then had a compromise tariff ; and, by the way, that ought to 
encourage us to-day in our difficulties. When they had that controversy 
at its height what was the solution of it? A reduction of 10 per cent. 
a year for ten years. There was not agreement enough of opinion in 
Congress to select the articles and fix the rates. The administration of 


General Jackson was engaged in the preparation of a discriminating | 


revenue tariff, which it transmitted to Congress. This House eggaged 
in its discussion. Every item was calculated for a revenue standard. 
That was the theory and that was the policy of the Jackson adminis- 
tration, as it was that of the Polk administration; and while that bill 
was being debated in this House two great champions of opposite 
schools at the other end of the Capitol united in a proposition to take 
ten years to reform the tariff and bring it down 10 per cent. a year until 
it reached 20 per cent. ad valorem on everything. 

Mr. KELLEY. That was in 1832. 

Mr. McLANE, of Maryland. It was, and in 1833. 

Mr. KELLEY. Yes; 1833. 

Mr. McLANE, of Maryland. And whilethe Democratic party in this 
House, under the instruction and advice of its own Executive, was en- 


gaged in that debate to protect American industry under a revenue and | 
discriminating tariff, Mr. Clay, the champion of the American system, | 


with the support of Mr. Calhoun, its most formidable antagonist, made 
that compromise and agreed that those duties should stand to 1840 and 
come down 10 per cent. a year; and when they came to 20 per cent. at 
the end of ten years the party of that date, in opposition to the Democ 
racy, availed of their opportunity to put them up again as high as in 
1833. 

Mr. KELLEY. That was done because the people were bankrupt. 
Labor was unemployed. The nation demanded a bankrupt law, and 
the Administration sent a special messenger, General William Robinson, 
to Europe to negotiate a five million loan, and found itself unable to get 
but one-half of the money it needed. 

Mr. McLANE, of MaryMind. Now, my honorable contemporary—i{or 
he and I were both living in that day, he participating with one party 
and I with the other, as we are to-day, entertaining perhaps exactly the 
same opinions that we entertain now—— 

Mr. KELLEY. No, sir; I was then foolish enough to be a free-trade 
Democrat. [Laughter. ] 

Mr. McLANE, of Marvland. Very well; the honorable gentleman 
has changed sides. I never knew an honorable gentleman on either 
side to do such a thing who did not do it to his own confusion. And 
no man ever presented to the country a more coinplete picture of con- 
fusion worse confounded than my honorable friend from Pennsylvania, 
the chairman of the Committee on Ways and Means. [Laughter and 
applause on the Democratic side. } 

He it was who said to this House and to the country that he would 
have the entire internal-revenue system removed, and he it is who said 


we should rely upon the tax on imposts for our revenues; and yet not- | 


withstanding that declaration he comes into this House to-day in warm 
support of a bill which reduces the tax on imposts some twenty-odd mill- 
ions of dollars and obliges him to keep in existence the entire internal- 
revenue system of taxation. [Applause on the Democratic side. ] 

That is the result of his conversion, and that is what places him in 
the confused position he now occupies. 

Mr. KELLEY. We passed a bill to reduce the internal-revenue tax- 
ation at the last session of Congress, which has not yet come out of the 
Senate, and the gentleman knows that I can not be put in a false posi- 
tion by the statement he has made. 

Mr. MCLANE, of Maryland. I will not put the gentleman ina false 
position. He puts himself in a false position when he passes from this 
side of the House to the other, whether he did it thirty years ago or to- 
day. He puts himself in a very false position, because he goes where 
it is impossible for him to give effect to his convictions. 

Mr. KELLEY. It was because of my convictions, and it was in the 
second period of bankruptcy brought abont by undue protection in 1857. 

Mr. McLANE, of Maryland. And I care not whether it be a Demo- 
craticora Republican caucus, if the question at issue is a matter of con- 
Viction upon ape a it should not control our actions; and every 
man, every public man, who violates his convictions by saying he acted 
under the dictates of a caucus places himself in a false position. [ Ap- 
plause on the Democratic side.) It has always been understood in my 
life that a caucus could never control you in a matter of principle or 
conviction. You can caucus upon questions of expediency; you can 
caucus to know how long, for instance, you propose to allow your op- 
ponents to debate this bill, [Laughter.] You may caucus upon sueh 





questions as that. and upon which bill you will take up first, and which 
one you will make objection to. But when you come to a man who 
| thinks that an internal-revenue tax is an odious tax unless in a time of 
war and ougiat to be wiped out, and yet who will support a bill tor 
imposts which makes it impossible to wipe out that internal-re venue 
tax, and when he does that under the dictates of a caucus, 1 submit 
nothing disrespectful, only that h 
fused condition. 
Mr. KELLEY. 1 believe that the adoption of the present tariff bill 
will facilitate the repeal of all of the internal-revenue taxes. 
Mr. MCLANE, of Maryland. Never Phe adoption of this bill will 
| postpone that desirable consummiatior vl will fasten on the country, 


has placed himself in a very cou 


I believe, all of the protestive features of a tarit? on imports, together 
| with the odious internal-revenue ta " 
| Idonot believe, Mr. Chairman, and that ¥ I} 


whv | have taken some 


| interest in this bill, in a political sen whether we avow it or not, we 
| are all and ought to be more or less intlucnced by the political aspects 
of this question. I do not believe it isa remedy I tind no fault with 
| honorable gentlemen on that side of the House « ng to pass the bill 
} } 


have said already that I think it natural, but I believe they will be 
} very much disappointed in their expectations. I do not think it will 
| bring them the results they seek; but I understand why the 
| the experiment. But I feel at liberty to present a view of the question 
which will bring in harmony this side of the Ilous 
| the bill. I go to the country in opposition to the bill because it does 
| not reduce taxes. I go there because in my judgment it accomplishes 
only the minimum of what it ought to accomplish. 1 go to the coun 
| try in opposition because I believe in the future | have the hope of se« 
ing & more complete revision, and I have indicated what character of a 
revision [ think should be had. I have left that in no doubt. It isa 
revision which while constitutional—while strictly constitutional 
will give the manufacturer protection and in a political sense will unite 


this great body of men who have one-half of the voters of the country 


are making 


t in Opposition to 


now. 

A MEMBER. More than halt 

Mr. MCLANE, of Maryland [am not going to claim more than I 
know of. We have had a majorit We have had a majority of votes 


and of States; and buat fi 1 Insolence and for the hardihood of men 


In possession ol great | we would h © had the Possession of the 
|} Groverninent. We h tlie 1 no @usv mutter, even witha 
Majorily, tO TAKE posses iby leeal means of this executive Govern 
ment, 

It will be no easier in the future The same inthiences and the tine 
power which interposed once can Interpose again And if. Mr. Chan 
man, | had no other mo to cuddre to mv own polite il assochate 
than that, I would appeal to them to remain shoulder to shoulder un 
til they get the full reform they want and have promised the peopl 

There is no mistake about this: we are not united asindividuals upon 


this intricate question. [t is a question which through all time in its 


details had divided men—I do not speak of the division upon the great 
fundamental question of tree trade and protection, that is easily settled; 
| but when we come to the details there is very great difficulty, and it 
| is because there is very great difficulty that we ought to be able to 
unite when we have before us a measure which is unsatisfactory to all. 

Now, let the majority of this House pass this bill, They are likely 
to pass it. They not only have reported it and professed to desire to 
pass it, but itis their responsibility to pass it. It has not to them the 


| objectionable features that it has to me. Because it is worse than the 
existing law is no objection tothem. There never has been a day when 
they would refuse to make fhe existing law more protective than it is 
now. I need not remind this House that upon the only occasion when 


they were ever prevailed upon to reduce the duties on the old law, they 
only allowed one year to pass before they increased and put them up 
again, although in doing so they reduced the revenue. It isk not to be 
supposed, therefore, that any bill, unless one more protective or as pro 
tective and as prohibitory as is the existing law, will find any favor ther 
Besides, it may be with them stooping to conquer; and | have no 
doubt that that motive is the controlling motive. It is impossible to 
listen to the debates, either at the other end of the Capitol or here, 
upon this bill without feeling that there is a rally of the country. It 


was so in the last Congress; it was almost impossible to resist it. There 
was a combined effort North and South in the interest of protection to 
teach the laboring man of this country that his interests were with one 
political party: If this question has become a political question it 
comes from that fact. Itcomes from the tact that a great party in pos- 
session of the Government have, through the press and through the 
| Legislature, done all that was possible to teach the people that their in- 
| terests as a laboring people we in the maintenance of this system. 
| That issue has been made up, and our only danger is in being divided 
|uponit. If we can manage so far to subordinate individual opinions to 


the general principle that we ought to reform and revise the tariff in 
conformity with the policy and principles of the Democratic party, for 
one I have no doubt we will reform the tarill, we will revise the tariff, 
| and we will restore the Government to its constitutional rule; and we 
| never will do it until we have complete and full possession of every 
| department of this Government, 
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Mr BLAND was recognized. 

Mr. KELLEY. Ifthe gentleman from Missouri will yield for that 
purpose I will move that the committee do now rise. 

Mr. BLAND. I yield for that purpose. 

Mr. KELLEY. 1 now move that the committee rise. 

The motion was agreed to. 

The committee accordingly rose; and Mr. ROBINSON, of Massachu- 
setts, having taken the chair as Speaker pro tempore, Mr. BuRRows, of 
Michigan, reported that the Committee of the Whole House on the state 
of the Union had had under consideration the bill (H. R. 7313) to im- 
pose duties upon foreign imports and for other purposes, and had come 
to no resolution thereon. 

Mr. KELLEY. I move that the House do now adjourn. 

LIBRARY OF STATE DEPARTMENT. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pending the motion to adjourn, the 
Chair, in the absence of objection, will lay before the House certain ex- 
ecutive communications. The Chair lays before the House a message 
from the President of the United States. 

The Clerk read as follows: 

7: the Senate and House of Representatives: 

i transmit herewith a communication from the Secretary of State concerning 
the character and condition of the library of the Department of State. : 

Executive MANsion, January 26, 1883. CHESTER A. ARTHUR. 

The message was referred to the Committee on the Library, and 
ordered to be printed. 

REFERENCE OF CLAIMS TO COURT OF CLAIMS. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore also laid before the House the following 
message from the President of the United States; which was read: 
To the House of Representatives : 


It is hereby announced to the House of Congress in which it originated that 
the joint resolution (EI, R. 190) to refer certain claims to the Court of Claims 
has been permitted to become a law under the constitutional provision. Its ap- 
parent purpose is to allow certain bankers to sue in the Court of Claims for the 
amount of internal-revennue tax collected from them without lawful authority, 
upon showing as matter of excuse for not having their suits within the time | 
limited by law that they had entered into an agreement with the district atior- 
ney which was in substance that they should be relieved of that necessity. IT | 
can not concur in the policy of setting aside the bar of the statute in those cases 
on such ground; but I hive not dcemed it necessary to return the joint resolu- 
tion with my objections for reconsideration. 


. 





CHESTER A. ARTHUR. 

Exrpcurtve MANston, January 26, 1883. 

DEFICIENCY ESTIMATES. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore also laid before the House a letter from 
the Secretary of the Treasury transmitting estimates of appropriations 
required by the various departments to complete the service of the | 
fiscal year ending June 30, 1883, and prior years; which was referred | 


to the Committee on Appropriations, and ordered to be printed. 


BUILDINGS AT MILITARY POSTS. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore also laid before the House a communica- 
tion from the Secretary of War, and accompanying papers, relative to 
the construction of buildings and other improvements at certain mili- 
tary posts; which was referred to the Committee on Appropriations, 
and ordered to be printed. ‘ 

ORDER OF BUSINESS. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The question is on the motion of the 
gentleman from Pennsylvania, that the House do now adjourn. 

The motion was agreed to; and accordingly (at 4 0’clock and 55 min- 
utes p. m.) the House adjourned. 





PETITIONS, ETC. 

The following petitionsand papers were laid on the Clerk’s desk, under 
the rule, and referred as follows: 

By the SPEAKER: The petition of 12 citizens of Springfield, Ohio, 
asking that a pension be granted to William Donnelly—to the Com- 
mittee on Invalid Pensions. 

By Mr. BINGHAM: The petition of Post No. 5, Grand Army of the 
Republic; of the Towboat Owners’ Association, and of the Commercial 
Exchange of Philadelphia, protesting against the proposed transfer of 
the revenue-marine, Life-Saving, and Marine-Hospital services to the 
Navy Department—severally to the Committee on Commerce. 

By Mr. CHAPMAN: The petition of Henry L. Heiskell and others, 
praying that the Signal Service be not transferred to the Interior De- 
purtment—to the same committee. 

By Mr. W. R. COX: The resolutions adopted by the General Assembly 
of North Carolina, asking for an appropriation for the improvement of 
the navigation of Lumber River—to the same committee. 

By Mr. CURTIN: The petition of Andrew Gleason and 78 others, 
citizens of Houtzdale, Pennsylvania, for a reduction of the duties on 
sugar—to the Committee on Ways and Means. 

By Mr. HATCH: The petition of citizens of Hannibal, Missouri, for 
an appropriation for constructing a pier at the Des Moines Rapids Canal 
at Keokuk, lowa—to the Committee on Commerce. 

By Mr. O’NELLL: The petition of the board of admiralty surveyors 
and the surveyors of the Association of Marine Underwriters, of Phila- 

inst the transfer of the revenue 





de!phia, Pennsylvania, remonstrating against 
marine, the Live-Saving Service, and the Marine-Hospital Service to 





the Navy Department, and against a mercantile marine bureau in tha 
Department—to the same committee. 

Also, the resolutions adopted by the board of directors of the P},\) 
delphia Maritime Exchange, protesting against the transfer of the Unit. 
States Coast and Geodetic Survey to the Navy Department—to ¢), 
Committee on Appropriations. 

By Mr. SPAULDING: Papers relating to the claim of John R. Goog. 
rich—to the Select Committee on the Payment of Pensions, Bounty 
and Back Pay. _- 

By Mr. SPOONER: The petition of J. W. C. Ely, M. D., and oth, r 
physicians and surgeons of Rhode Island, for the erection of a tire-proof 
building for the use of the Army Medical Museum—to the Committe. 
on Public Buildings and Grounds. 

Also, the petition of A. W. Sprague and 175 others, of Block Isang 
Rhode Island, protesting against the transfer of the revenue-marin, 
service to the Navy Department—to the Committee on Commerce. 

By Mr. TAYLOR: The petition of E. Sperry and 79 others, for redye- 
tion @ duty on sugar—to the Committee on Ways and Means. 

By Mr. UPDEGRAFF: The petition of V. J. Williams and 79 others 
of Dubuque; of W. Hildreth and 30 others, of Winthrop; and of Hug) 
Corrance and 77 others, of Dubuque, Iowa, for reduction of duty on 
sugar—severally to the same committee. , 

By Mr. VANCE: The petition of E. A. Tweed and 14 others, pray- 
ing for a post-route from White Rock, North Carolina, to Flag Pond, 
Tennessee—to the Committee on the Post-Office and Post-Roads. 

By Mr. WILLIS: The petition of Sebastian Ganz, for a pension—to 
the Committee on Invalid Pensions. 





The following petitions, praying that Congress will not adopt any 
lower rate of duties on foreign manufactured products than recommended 
by the Tariff Commission, were presented and referred to the Commit- 
tee on Ways and Means: 

By Mr. BELTZHOOVER: Of employés of the South Mountain Min- 
ing and Iron Company, of Pine Grove, Pennsylvania. 

By Mr. CAMPBELL: Of 169 workingmen of Johnstown, Pennsy)- 


| Vania. 


By Mr. CURTIN: Of employés of the Jackson Iron Works, of Laure! 


ton, Union County, and of employés of iron works at Lewistown, Penu 


sylvania. 

3y Mr. DIBRELL: Of employés of Lookout Rolling Mills of Chatta- 
nooga, Tennessee. 

By Mr. ERRETT: Of manufacturers and business men of Pittsburg! 
and of 571 workingmen employed by Park Brothers & Co., of [’itt- 
burgh, Pennsylvania. 

By Mr. HOBLITZELL: Of workingmen employed by the Abbott 
Iron Rolling-Mill, of Baltimore, Maryland. 

By Mr. KLOTZ: Of Superintendent Cooper and 60 employés of thy 
Iron and Pipe Company of Carbon County; and of Fred. P. Drinker 
and 34 others, of the Bloomsburgh Iron Company of Columbia Count) 
Pennsylvania. 

By Mr. McKINLEY: Of Thomas Johns and 75 other workingmen, 
employés of the Youngstown Rolling-Mill, Youngstown, Ohio. 

By Mr. R. M. MCLANE: Of Henry Jackson and other employ ¢s of the 
Stickney Iron Company, of Baltimore, Maryland. 

By Mr. MUTCHLER: Of 221 workingmen of the Allentown Rolling 
Mills, at Allentown, Pennsylvania. 

By Mr. NEAL: Of Robert E. Jones and 120 others, employed in the 
iron ‘and steel rolling-mill of Ironton, and of B. F. Fisher and 185 other 
iron-workers in the rolling-mill at Portsmouth, Ohio. 

By Mr. RANDALL: Of workingmen of Allentown (Pennsylvania) 
Iron Works. 





SENATE. 
SATURDAY, January 27, 1883. 


The Senate met at 11 o’clock a.m. Prayer by the Chaplain, Rev. J. 
J. BuLLock, D. D. 
The Journal of yesterday’s proceedings was read and approved. 
CREDENTIALS. 


Mr. VANCE presented the credentials of MATT. WHITAKER RAN- 
SoM, elected by the Legislature of North Carolina a Senator from that 
State for the term beginning March 4, 1883; which were read, as {0!- 
lows: 

THe Strate or NorTH CAROLINA 


| To the Hon, Matt. Whitaker Ransom, greeting: 


Whereas it has been certified to the executive department by the honors! ¢ 
the president of the senate and the speaker of the house of ay emer es, that 
you have been duly elected by the General Assembly of North Carolina (nites 
States Senator from said State for six years from and after the 4th day of Mare), 


A. D. 1883: 
Now, therefore, in pursuance of law, I, Thomas J. Jarvis, governor of the 
certify to your election as such Senator tur 


State of North Carolina, do hereby 

said term. 

- In witness whereof I have hereunto set my hand and caused the great sea! of 

the State to be affixed, at Raleigh, the 22d day of January, A. D. 1883, and in the 

one hundred and seventh year of American Inde; = 
THOMAS J. JARVIS. 


L. 8] 
By ike governor W, L. SAUNDERS, Secretary of Stave, 
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Mr. EDMUNDS. That credential, like several others that have been 
received, does not show a compliance with the act of Congress as it 
ought todo, I do not object to it on that ground, because we all know, 
s a publie fact, that my friend from North Carolina was duly elected. 
1 only speak of it in order that by and by this shall not become a pre- 
vedent as to the legality ot such certificate. 


The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The credentials will be placed on file. 


EXECUTIVE COMMUNICATION. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore laid before the Senate a letter from the 
secretary of War, in answer to a resolution of the 24th instant, trans- 
mitting a report from the ordnance board on the recent trial ofa caliber 

15-inch Gatling gun at Sandy Hook, New Jersey; which, on motion of 
Mr. HAWLEY, was referred to the Committee on Appropriations, and 
ordered to be printed. 
PETITIONS AND MEMORIALS. 


Mr. HALE presented a memorial of the Legislature of Maine, pro- 
testing against the reduction of the duty on lumber; which was ordered 
to lie on the table. 

Mr. McMILLAN. I present a memorial of the Legislature of Min- 
nesota in favor of an immediate and substantial increase in the appro- 
priation for the improvement of the harbor of Duluth in that State, and 
setting forth the great necessity for the increase of the appropriation in 
the interest of commerce. I move that the memorial be referred to the 
Committee on Commerce. 

The motion was agreed to. 

Mr. DAWES. I present a petition of the Six Nations of New York 
Indians setting forth that they have interests in Kansas lands that have 
been disregarded by the United States, and praying that a proper rec- 
ognition of their claim may be made. I move the reference of the 

LJ . . . 
petition to the Committee on Indian Affairs. 

The motion was agreed to. 

Mr. DAWES. I present the petition of Charles H. Dalton, president; 
Henry Saltenstall, Edmund Dwight, Henry F’. Coe, executive committee, 
and Henry D. Sullivan, secretary, of the Arkwright Club of Boston, 
Massachusetts, earnestly praying Congress to enact some bill that shall 
reduce the revenues of the Government to a proper standard and at the 
same time preserve the industries and prosperity of the country. I 
move that the petition lie on the table. 

The motion was agreed to. 

Mr. HARRIS. I present what purports to be the petition of E. 8. 
Norton and 95 other workingmen, employés of the Lookout Rolling- 
Mill, at Chattanooga, Tennessee, praying that Congress will not reduce 
duties upon imported articles from foreign countries below the rates 
recommended by the Tariff Commission. The petition is evidently 
carefully prepared and printed, with the envelope in which it is sent 
already prepared and the address printed upon it, distributed by the 
attorneys of the protected interests, evidently, tor signatures. I pre- 
sent it and ask that it lie upon the table, as the bill to which it refers 
is already reported to the Senate and under consideration. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The petition will lie on the table. 

Mr. MORGAN. I present the petition of H. H. Sibley, late major 
lirst Dragoons, United States Army, praying for an allowance under his 
contract with the United States for the use of his patents in making A 
tents. As there is a bill pending before the Committee on Claims on 
the same subject, I move that the petition be referred to that eommittee. 

The motion was agreed to. 

Mr. BECK presented a petition of workingmen, employés in iron fur- 


naces in Trigg County, Kentucky, praying that the recommendations of 


the Tariff Commission in regard to iron products may be agreed to; 
which was ordered to lie on the table. 


REPORTS OF COMMITTEES. 


Mr. BUTLER. I am instructed by the Committee on the District of 


Columbia to report back an amendment to the bill (H. R. 6929) to pro- 
vide for the collection of taxes in the District of Columbia, and for other 
purposes, and the bill (H. R. 6930) to levy an assessment of the real es- 
tate in the District of Columbia in the year 1883, and every third year 
thereafter, for purposes of taxation. I ask that it be placed on the Cal- 
endar, It is an amendment in the nature of a substitute. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. You can not put an amendment on the Calendar. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The amendment can not be placed 
on the Calendar, but it can be printed. The bill has been reported 
back, has it not ? 

Mr. BUTLER. The bills were reported back and recommitted to 
the committee, and this amendment is reported by the committee for 
the purpose of being printed. 

Mr. HARRIS. It is simply a substitute for the original bills. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The Senator from South Carolina 
reports an amendment intended to be proposed to the bills named. 

“s BUTLER. I report back the two House bills with an amend- 
men 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. Then it must be an original bill. 

Mr. BUTLER. There are two bills, both from the House. 


The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The Senator from South Carolina | 


reports back the bills with an amendment 


XIV——104 


Mr. BUTLER. I do not care how we get at it, so that the amend 
ment gets on the Calendar. 

Mr. ROLLINS. If you report back an original bill, it will have to 
go to the House. 

The PRESIDENT protempore. It is an amendment to two bills 

Mr. EDMUNDS. Where are the bills? 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. Has the Senator the bills? 

Mr. BUTLER. The amendment is a substitute for both bills 

Mr. EDMUNDS. But my point is, in order to keep the Journal and 
rules straight, where are the bills to which this amendment is pro 
| posed? Are they in committee? 
| Mr. BUTLER. They are in the hands of the committee. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. What the committee needs to do and it is per 
| fectly simple—4s to report the bills with this amendment, each one by 
| itself. ’ 
| Mr. BUTLER 
| ment. 

Mr. ROLLINS. You want to report this as an amendment for one 
of the bills? 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The bills will be reported by their 
titles. 

The ACTING SECRETARY. A bill (HH. R. 6929) to provide for the 
collection of taxes in the District of Columbia, and for other purposes 
and a bill (H. R. 6930) to levy an assessment of the real estate in the 
District of Columbia in the year 1883 and every third year thereafter 
for purposes of taxation. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore The amendment will be printed 

Mr. HARRIS. Let the amendment reported be regarded as a sub 
stitute for the first bill. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. No, I do not wish anything regarded as a substi 
tute until I see what it is going to be a substitute for. I may like the 
original bill much better than the substitute. The amendment will 
be offered when the measure comes up, and it will be offered to tak 
its place; and then we shall see what it is. 

Mr. ROLLINS. I suggest that it be reported back as an amendment 
to one of the bills. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. That would be the better way 

Mr. BUTLER. We do not want it as an original bill, because the 
House has passed upon it 

This report was journalized as follows: 

“*Mr. BUTLER, from the Committee on the District of Columbia, to 
whom was referred the bill (H. R. 6929) to provide for the collection 
of taxes in the District of Columbia, and for other purposes 
with an amendment 

“He also, from the sume committee, to whom was 


| 
| 
| 
| 
' 


Chen I report the two House bills with this amend 


report a it 


reterred the bill 


(H. R. 6930) to levy an assessment of the real estate in the District of 
Columbia in the year 183 and every third year thereatter for purposes 
of taxation, asked to be discharged trom its further consideration and 


that it be placed on the Calendar; which was agreed to.’ 


TARIFF COMMISSION REPORT 
Mr. ANTHONY. The Committee on Printing, to which wa 





s referred 
| @ concurrent resolution from the House of Representatives relative to 
| printing the report of the Tariff Commission, have instructed me to re 
| port it with an amendment and to recommend its passage. I ask for 


its present consideration. 

The Senate, by unanimous consent, proceeded to consider the reso 
lution. 

The amendment of the Committee on Printing was, in the last line 
of the resolution, to insert after the word ‘‘thereof’’ the words ‘‘ with 
10 per cent. added;’’ so as make the resolution read 


Resolved by the House (the Senate concurring). That the report of the Tariff Com 


mission, the evidence and papers submitted therewith, or any part thereof, here 
tofore printed by order of Congress, may be reprinted at the Publie Printing 
Office, at the instance of Senators, Representatives, and Delegates in Congress 


or others, upon payment in advance to the Public Printer of the cost thereof, 
with 10 per cent. added, the same as if originally printed in the CONGRESSIONAL 
RECORD. 

The amendment was agreed to. 

The resolution as amended was concurred in 


BILL INTRODUCED 


Mr. BAYARD (by request) asked and, by unanimous consent, ob- 
tained leave to introduce a bill (S. 2430) for the relief of Thomas H. 
Norton and James McLean; which was read twice by its title, and re- 
ferred to the Committee on Public Lands 

Mr. BAYARD. With the bill I return from the Committee on Pri- 
vate Land Claims a petition of Thomas H. Norton and James McLean, 
that was inadvertently sent to them, touching the very matter described 
in the bill. I move that that committee be discharged trom the fur- 
ther consideration of the petition and that it be referred to the Com- 
mittee on Publie Lands. 

The motion was agreed to 





WITHDRAWAL OF PAPERS. 
On motion of Mr. MILLER, of California, it was 


Ordered, That the papers in the case of Charles M. Blake in the Thirty-ninth 
Congress be taken from the files of the Senate subject to the rule 





Seton 


, 
; 
j 
; 
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AMENDMENTS TO APPROPRIATION BILLS. 


Mr. DAWES submitted an amendment intended to be proposed by 
him to the bill making appropriations for sundry civil expenses of the 
Government for the fiscal year ending June 30, 1884, and for other pur- 
poses; which was referred to the Committee on Indian Affairs, and 
ordered to be printed. 

Mr. MILLER, of California, submitted an amendment intended to 
be proposed by him to the bill (H. R. 7314) making appropriations for 
the naval service for the fiscal year ending June 30, 1884, and for other 
purposes; which was referred to the Committee on Naval Affairs, and 
ordered to be printed. 


INTERNAL-REVENUE AND TARIFF DUTIES. 


The PRESIDENT pro tempore. If there be no further morning busi- 
ness the morning hour is closed. 

Mr. MORRILL. I move the postponement of the present and all 
prior orders for the purpose of taking up the revenue bill. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The question is on the postponement 
of the Calendar until to-morrow. 

The motion was agreed to. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The Senator from Vermont moves 
that the revenue bill be now taken up. 

The motion was agreed to; and the Senate, as in Committee of the 
Whole, resumed the consideration of the bill (H. R. 5538) to reduce 
internal-revenue taxation, the pending question being on the amend- 
ment of Mr. MAXry, in line 595, after the word *‘ length,’ to strike 
out the words ‘‘and by whatever name called;’’ so as to make the 
clause read: 

Hoop, or band, or seroll, or other iron, without reference to length, eight inches 
or less in width, and not thinner than No. 10 wire gauge, | and two-tenths of | 
cent per pound; thinner than No. 10 wire gauge and not thinner than No, 20 
wire gauge, ! and four-tenths of 1 cent per pound; thinner than No. 20 wire 
gauge, | and six-tenths of L cent per pound, 

Mr. MAXEY Mr. President, if I can get the attention of both 
Senators from Vermont, I should be glad. 
words on this question, but to lay down simply a proposition of law. 

It, L presume, will be conceded by every lawyer that where there is 
an exception out of a general provision by a special exception the spe- 
cial provision controls the general provision. It is equally true that 
where the general provision specifies item after item everything not thus 
specified is excluded. The maxim runs both ways. It isalso true that 
it is not necessary in a general provision where it is designed to embrace 
a given subject to put in the adjective ‘‘all,’’ to make it apply to all 
unless there are exceptions. 

In my judgment the expression ‘‘and by whatevername called ’’ does 
not as a legal proposition in the slightest degree strengthen the clause 
now under consideration, but as there is an exception in lines 611, 612, 
and 613 which takes the items embraced therein out of the operation of 
the clause between lines 594 and 602, it does throw a suspicion, because 
this says ‘‘ by whatever name called,’’ and the very items which are 
excepted are called by another name. 

Therefore I say that the words I have moved to strike out do not 
strengthen this paragraph, but create a suspicion and do no good what- 
ever. The clause is just as strong legally without the expression ‘* by 
whatever name called’? as with it, and therefore I think it right that 
it should go out as surplusage; and all surplusage in a statute is vicious 
legislation. 

I will state to the Senator from Vermont with entire fairness my pur- 
pose. My purpose is to entirely clear the lines from 611 to 613 from 
any sort of doubt; and then I propose when we reach lines 611 to 613 
to move an amendment, if I ean get the floor, to place those lines as I 
think they ought to be. That is my object. 

Mr. BAYARD. I wish to ask the Senator from Texas whether it 
would not be well to include in his motion to strike out the words pre- 
ceding, ‘‘ without reference to length?’’ It reads: 

Hoop, or band, or scroll, or other iron, without reference to length, and by 
whatever name called. 

Mr. MAXEY. Iam satisfied if I can get the words ‘‘and by what- 
ever named called’’ stricken out, because I am sure that no judge on 
earth would say where there isa special provision, as there is here, that 
that would not control the general provision. 

Mr. BAYARD. If the Senator has no objection, I should like him 
to include striking out the words ‘‘ without reference to length ’’ as an 
amendment to his amendment. 

Mr. MAXEY. I have no objection to that, as a matter of course. 

Mr. BAYARD. This description, so far as I can judge from the pres- 
ent tariff, is novel. I have before me what is supposed to be the lan- 
guage of the present law, and I find that the words ‘‘ without reference 
to length and by whatever name called ’’ make their first appearance 
in this present tariff bill. It would not strengthen the law at all as 
a general tax provision, but it might be used for the purpose of an ex- 
clusion, or rather an inclusion, of some description of cotton-ties which 
it is the intention of the bill apparently to place at a different rate. 
Therefore I will move that the words ‘‘ without reference to length” 
- eat in the motion to strike out made by the Senator from 


1 do not wish to wasteany | 
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Mr. MAXEY. I accept that. It carries out the same idea | am 


er. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The question, then, is on st 
out the words, in lines 594 and 595, ‘‘ without reference to lengt 
by whatever name called.’’ . 

Mr. MORRILL. Lhopethat will not bedone. Iam perfectly wi)}jp, 
that the amendment shall be put in if the Senator from Texas think. 
it is necessary, ‘‘excepting iron and steel cotton-ties,”’ although | jy, 
not deem it necessary, because a special provision for any article in t}, 
tariff will be binding upon the Treasury Department and upon al! the 
courts in the country; there is not a question in relation to it. tthe 
same time, if the Senator from Texas out of abundant caution chooses 
to insert after the word “‘length,’’ in line 595, the words “ exceytins 
iron and steel cotton-ties,’’ I have no objection, but I would not alte: 
the general scope of the whole paragraph. 

Mr. MAXEY. I will simply say in reply to that statement that | 
did frame the amendment yesterday evening as suggested by the Sep- 
ator from Vermont [Mr. MORRILL] now, so as to except cotton-ties 
used for baling purposes. His colleague [Mr. EDMUNDs], however, ob- 


riking 
h, and 


ter 


jected to that phraseology, and as I always concede that he is far bet- 


ter in drafting a bill than I am, I was willing to accept his suggestion 
on the point that he made, that it might throw some glamour upon 
some other part of the bill; and after a careful examination of it | be- 
came satisfied that I could accomplish my object by striking out the 
words ‘‘and by whatever name called.’’ I give it as an opinion, which 
1 do not think any lawyer will controvert, that the expression ‘and 
by whatever name called ’’ does not strengthen the bill in the slizhtest 
degree whatever. It would have the same effect without it as with it. 
and leave the special exception standing like any other special provis- 
ion which does control a general provision. 

Mr. MORRILL. But the Senator must see that this language may 
be fitted to various other kinds of manufacture besides cotton-ties 
Therefore the words had better remain in, and if he chooses to put in 
the other phraseology I will not object. 

Mr. MAXEY. If theSenator will accept that I will move the amend- 
ment, as I did yesterday evening, so as to insert an exception of cotton- 
ties or hoops for baling purposes. I move that as a substitute for my 
prior amendment. 

Mr. MORRILL. That is enough. 

Mr. MAXEY. Very well; then I will move that amendment in lieu 
of striking out the words ‘‘ and by whatever name called.”’ 

Mr. CONGER. If the Senater would propose lines 611, 612, and 613 
as a proviso to this paragraph, putting it all into one paragraph, it 
would remove all question. 

Mr. MAXEY. I preferitasitis. Ifthe chairman of the committee 
will accept the amendment that I offer I prefer it in that shape, tor | 
will, I think, place the other matter before the Senate clearly when we 
reach it. We are not to it yet. 

Mr. BAYARD. I submit to the honorable Senator from Vermont 
that one object sought to be reached by the present tariff revision is the 
simple revision of the law, not merely the question of the amount of 
duties but to relieve the law from obscurity. Why is it that you place 
these additional words in the present measure? What are they there 
for? What is their object? The enumeration of these articles hereto- 
fore has been made without any such language as now is sought to be 
applied to them, and wherever words are found in a law I suppose it is 
the duty of the administering office to give them some weight and effect. 

You are now laying a duty upon hoop, band, scroll, or other iron. 
Why should you add the words ‘‘ without reference to length, and by 
whatever name called?’’ The article already has its name; it has its 
commercial designation. It has been already scheduled in taritls. 

I therefore submit that all unnecessary words are better out of a 
law, and manifestly all words that tend to complicate the meaning of 
laws should be left out. In the present case there can be no rea! good 
reason suggested why these words should find themselves for the tirst 
time in this schedule. There is no reason why you should have this 
addition ‘‘ without reference to length, and by whatever name called.’ 
You may create by those very words a complication and an antagonism 
of meaning that will call for some adjudication by a departmental offic. 

I believe it to be a very great vice in legislation where you create ob- 
scurities or give rise toambiguities in any way at all. The less we leave 
to the judgment of the executive officers by making the language o! 4 
law simple, plain, and distinct, the better for the people over whose 1n- 
terests the laws are supposed to extend. 

Mr. MAXEY. I will say tothe Senator from Delaware that the prin 
cipal object I have in view in my amendment is to remove what appear 
to be in the mind of some an ambiguity. 

Mr. BAYARD. Then! hope the question will be taken on the amend 
ment of the Senator from Texas as proposed to be amended by my mo 
tion. 

Mr. MAXEY. Very well. 


The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The question then is on striking out 


_ the words, in lines 594 and 595, ‘‘ without reference to length and by 
whatever name called.’’ 

Mr. MORRILL. I think that the Senator from Delaware did not 
hear what I said in relation to this matter. I am perfectly willing that 
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t shall be made pertectly clear that we do not intend to include cotton- 
: sin this paragraph, but I wish to avoid any future confusion in rela- 
ed to manuiactures of this hoop and bend iron such as we have here- 
tofore had in the case of cotton-ties. There may be various things into 
which this hoop and band iron may be put in a different form so as to 
evade the duty. - ws 

Therefore I shall vote against the proposition to strike out these words, 
hecause | do not desire to have any ambiguity about this paragraph. | 
am willing to free it from it so far as cotton-ties are concerned, but I do 
not wish to free it from any future inventions that may be had by which 
the tariff will be evaded. ae 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The question is on the amendment 
of the Senator from Texas [ Mr. MAXEY] as modified by the Senator 
‘rom Delaware [Mr. BAYARD]. tt 

The question being put, there were on a division—ayes 23, noes 14. 

Mr. MORRILL. 1 ask for the yeas and nays. 

The yeas and nays were ordered, and the Principal Legislative Clerk 
proceeded to call the roll. ; 

Mr. DAVIS, of West Virginia (when his name was called). 
nounce for the day that I am paired with the Senator from Minnesota 
(Mr. WixpoM], unless I should happen to agree with him on some vote, 
in regard to which his colleague will be the judge. 

Mr. MILLER, of California (when h‘s name was called). 
with my colleague [Mr. FARLEY]. 

Mr. SAULSBURY (when his name was called). 
the Senator from Michigan [Mr. Ferry }. 
vote ‘yea.’ 

The roll-call was concluded. 

Mr. GORMAN (after having voted in the affirmative). 
withdraw my vote. 
SHERMAN ]. 

Mr. PENDLETON (after having voted in the affirmative). I voted 
inadvertently. I am paired with the Senator trom New Jersey {[ Mr. 
SeWELL]. I desire to withdraw my vote. 

Mr. FRYE (after having voted in the negative). I will withdraw 
my vote. Iam paired with the Senator from Alabama [Mr. PuGH]. 

Mr. ALDRICH. ‘The Senator from Ohio [Mr. SHERMAN], who has 
just leit the Chamber, stated to me that he was paired with his col- 
league [Mr. PENDLETON }. 

Mr. PENDLETON. I transferred the pair to my immediate neigh- 
bor, the Senator from Maryland [Mr. GoRMAN]. I had forgotten for 


I am paired 
I am paired with 


If he were here, I should 


I desire to 
I am paired with the Senator from Ohio [ Mr. 


the moment that I was paired with the Senator from New Jersey [ Mr. | 


SEWELL]. 

Mr. MITCHELL (after having voted in the negative). I am paired 
with the Senator from Virginia [Mr. JouNs?ToON }, but the pair is trans- 
ferred to the Senator from New York [ Mr. MILLER]. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The Chair would inform the Senator 
from Pennsylvania that his understanding is that the Senator from New 
York [Mr. MILLER] is paired with the Senator from Maryland [ Mr. 
GROOME]. 

Mr. MITCHELL. As the Senator from 
paired, I withdraw my vote. 
ginia [Mr. JOHNSTON ]. 

Mr. MILLER, of New York. Has the pair been announced between 
myself and the Senator from Maryland [ Mr. Groome]? 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. It has. 

Mr. MILLER, of New York. If the Senator from Maryland were 
here, I should vote ‘‘ nay.’’ 

The result was announced—yeas 27, nays 20; as follows: 


New York is otherwise 
I am paired with the Senator from Vir- 


YEAS—27. 
Rarrow, Coke, Jackson, Slater, 
Bayard, Davis of LIL, Jonas, Vance. 
Beck, Garland, Kellogg, Van Wyck, 
Butler, George, MeDill, Vest, 
Call, Hampton, Maxey, Walker, 
Camden, is, Morgan, Williams 
Cockrell, Ingalls, Ransom, 

NAYS—20., 
Aldrich, Chilcott, Hawley, Morrill, 
Anthony, Conger, Hill, Piatt, 
Blair, wes, Hoar, Plumb, 
Cameron of Pa., Hale, Logan. Rollins, 
Cameron of Wis,, Harrison, MeMillan, Sawyer. 

ABSENT—29. 

Allison, Gorman, McPherson, Saunders, 
Brown, a Groome, Mahone, Sewell, 
DavisofW.Va., Grover, Miller of Cal., Sherman, 
Edmunds, Johnston, Miller of N. Y., Voorhees, 
Fair, Jones of Florida, Mitchell, Windom. 
Farley, Jones of Nevada, Pendleton, 
Ferry, Lamar, Pugh, 
Frye, Lapham, Saulsbury, 


So the amendment was agreed to. 

Mr. BECK. Imove to amend the paragraph beginning with line 594 
by striking out, after the word ‘“‘than,”’ in line 596, the words ‘* No. 
10 Wire gauge, 1 and two-tenths of 1 cent per pound; thinner than No. 
10 wire gauge and not thinner than,”’ and, in line 599, tostrike out ‘and 
four-tenths of 1,”” before the word ‘‘cent;’’ so as to read: 

Hoop, or band, or scroll, or other iron, eight inches or less in width, and not 


F than No, 20 wire gauge, 1 cent per pound, 
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| ues are the same in the markets of the world. 
| all thicker than No. 20, No. 20 being the point of departure at which 
| the price of the thinner gauyves increases or is advanced 


I an- | 


| or thinner than 20 wire gauge, so that the cl 





| there is only $477.09 in revenue received and goods tothe valueots 
| imported. 


| The Senator from Rhode Island [M1 
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Mr. President, I desire to say a few words in explanation of th 
amendment. The present classification makes one rate, not thinner 
than No. 10 wire gauge, 1 and two-tenths of 1 cent per pound, and an 
other classification, thinner than No. 10 wire gauge and not thinnet 
than No. 20 wire gauge, in the bill, 17 reported by the Tariff Commis 
sion, 1 and four-tenths of 1 cent. | am not speaking now of scroll-iron 
thinner than No. 20. 1 propose to place all not thinner than No. 20 wire 
gauge in one classification, as I think they ought to be and as they sub 
stantially are under existing law; the rate of duty | propose is 1 cent 
per pound or $22.40 per ton. It will be observed that the present rate 
of duty upon all between No. 10 and No. 20 is 80.81 per cent. The val 


as 1 understand it, of 


In the bulletin from which I read yesterday I tind that hoops, usual 
gauges, ordinary best of the usual gauges, up to No 
which I understand is the commercial point, sell tree on board at Liv 
erpool at from £7 5s. to £7 i5s.; inother words, a very slight fraction 
over the price of the round bar-iron that we provided for yesterday at 
$20 per ton. There is no distinction in the price until 


20 wire gauge 


you rene h Ine le Ww 
on can by 


} 


Lissilicat 
up to 20. The rate I propose on a ton of this wire 
ton free on board, is $22.40 per ton, or G2 per cent 


nplitied 


Which costs S36 pel 


Phat Oposttion 

| surely ought to be satistactory to the gentlemen who ar ngaged in 

this business, as it will leave it, according to present prices, at a rate 
of 62 per cent. 

This paragraph is really not of very great importance standing alone 


All the hoop-iron, scroll-iron of all grades introduced last year was 
than $100,000 in value, paying a duty of $61,000, with rates varying 
from 80.81 per cent. to 76.58, and at the present rate that would be 25 
per cent. ad valorem higher than the rates marked on the comparativs 
tables. But the great significance of these clauses, Senators may as 
well understand, will be felt when we come to provide in the same page 
for the cotton-ties, which run somewhere between 17 and 20 wire-cauve, 
and are now admitted at 35 per cent. ad valorem. The proposition is to 
make that four-tenths, the same as No, 20 wire-gauge, which the Tariff 
Commission very adroitly sought to make 17, and to increase the rates 
above 17 instead of 20. That is one of their artful dodges, really not 
to catch the ordinary band, hoop, and scroll iron, such as we are now 
providing for, but to catch the cotton-ties. The proposition, even at the 
present rate on cotton-ties, is to raise the amount of duty paid from 
$253,353.87 to $608,037.81: and the argument will be when a reduction 
is sought as to the cotton-ties, even to 1 cent per pound er 60 per cent 

ad valorem, that you can not afford and it would be inconsistent if you 
attempted to reduce cotton-ties below the duty placed on the plain band, 
hoop, and scroll iron, out of which they are made 

The importation of this class of goods is pretty nearly prohibited hy 
the present duties. No 


Oss 


You will observe when they 


vet below 40) 
All of it, as [ said, amounted to less than $100,000 in value 
bringing in only $61,000 in revenue, while the other that is to be gov 


erned and controlled by the rates placed upon those will run up to 


$603,000 from $253,000 l repeat, is shown by the prices current thiat 
the value of this ordinary hoop not less than 20 wire gauge is in Live 
pool free on board the same as the round bar-iron that we fixed at S20 


a ton yesterday. I now propose to make the duty on it $22.40 a ton, o1 


| 62 per cent., as high as we ought to place it if we intend to be atall con 
| sistent in apportioning duties to the relative value of those articles. 


Mr. MORRILL. I propose toamend the amendment of the Senator 
from Kentucky. It will be seen by those who have examined it that 
the rates proposed here are lower than the existing rates. I offer a 
amendment to strike out ‘‘one and two-tenths of,’ on line 597, 
leave the duty 1 cent per pound on that description; on line 599 to st 
out *‘four’’ and insert ‘‘two,’’ so as to read ‘*1 and two-tenths of 1 
cent per pound;’’ and on line 601 I propose to strike out * and in 
sert ‘‘four,’’ so as to read “‘1 and four-tenths of 1 cent per pound.’ 

I will say to the Senator that that is a reduction of one-quarter of a 
cent a pound on the first; itis three-tenthsot a cent on the second, and 
three and one-half tenths on the last. 

Mr. BECK. Il admit that the amendment of the Senator from Ver- 
mont is a very decided improvement on existing conditions, but I think 
he would do better to let the one classification run to No. 20 instead of 
stopping at No. 10, although I believe in th 
one-eighth of an inch means No. 10 wire 

Mr. MORRILL. It does. 

Mr. BECK. Perhaps there is no serious change of classification here 


in 
Sous to 


bike 


six”? 


\ 


present law what is called 
Luge 


ALDRICH] knows these things 
more accurately than I do and he will correct me. Am I right? 

Mr. ALDRICH. No. 10 wire guage is precisely the same as one- 
eighth inch. 

Mr. BECK. That is what I am advised. I do not care much about 
this one way or other, and if the Senator from Vermont thinks | am 
placing it too low, | am not going to be very urgent about it. I do not 
think that I am placing it too low, however. 

Mr. MORRILL. The Senator's amendment would be a very large 
reduction from that proposed by the committee 
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Mr. BECK. It is. 

Mr. MORRILL. I hope the Senator from Kentucky will accept my 
amendment. 

Mr. BECK. To simplify it, unless some other Senator renews it, I 
will withdraw my amendment and allow the Senator from Vermont to 
present the amendment he desires, unembarrassed by mine. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The amendment of the Senator from 
Vermont will be reported. 

The PRINCIPAL LEGISLATIVE CLERK. It is proposed, in line 597, 
to strike out ‘“‘one and two-tenths of’’ before ‘‘one;”’ in line 599, to 
strike out ‘‘four’’ before ‘‘tenths’’ and insert ‘‘two;’’ and in line 601, 
to strike out ‘‘six’’ before ‘‘tenths’’ and insert “* four;’’ soas to make 
the paragraph read: 

Hoop, or band, or seroll, or other iron, eight inches or less in width, and not 
thinner than No. 10 wire gauge, 1 cent per pound; thinner than No. 10 wire 
gauge and not thinner than No. 20 wire gauge, | and two-tenthsof 1 cent per 
pound; thinner than No, 20 wire gauge, land four-tenths of 1 cent per pound. 

Mr. MORRILL. That will make it correspond with the reductions 
we have heretofore made, and if we are to insist upon those, I think 
this will be fair. 

The amendment was agreed to. 

The next paragraph, from line 603 to line 610, was read, as follows: 

Provided, That all articles not specially enumerated or provided for in this act, 
whether wholly or partly manufactured, made from the hoop, band, or scroll 
iron herein provided for, or of which such hoop, band, or scroll iron shall be the 
material of chief value, shall pay one-fourth of | cent per pound more duty than 
that imposed on the iron from which they are made, or which shall be such ma- 
terial of chief value. 

Mr. BAYARD. I move to strike out, in lines 607 and 608, after the 
word ‘‘pay,’’ the words “one-fourth of 1 cent per pound more duty 
than’’ and to insert ‘‘the same duty;’’ and after the word *‘*that’’ to 
insert the word ‘‘is;’’ so as to read: 

Shall pay the same duty that is imposed on the iron from which they are 
muude, or which shall be such material of chief value. 

I wish to draw the attention of the Senate to the novel language con- 
tained in the bill in this shape of provisos and to contrast it with the 
language of the present, and, so far as I know, of the preceding, tariffs. 
Heretofore it will be found by reference to the proposed taxed articles, 
where the chief component of the material was considered, we taxed it 
at the same rate, Let me read an illustration of this, in the present 
tariff on iron orsteel covered with cotton, silk, or othermaterial. I read 
from page 12of the tabulation given to the Finance Committee and of 
which I believe every Senator was furnished with a copy: 

Provided, That all wire rope and wire strand or chain made of iron wire, either 
bright, coppered, pabvanhued, or coated with other metals, shall pay the sume rate 
of duty that is now levied on the iron wire of which said rope or strand orchain 
is made. 

In the preceding page the proviso is as follows: 

But all articles of steel partially manufactured, or of which steel shall be a 
component part, not otherwise provided for, shall pay the same rate of duty as 
if wholly manufactured, 

Whiy is it that in the present measure, wherever you are arranging 
for the taxation of articles composed partly of the material concerning 
which you are arranging the tariff, you provide that it shall not only 
pay the same tax that would be charged upon the material which is its 
chief component, but invariably there is an additional duty laid, be- 
cause it is partly but not wholly composed of that material? 1 draw 
the attention of the Senate to the fact that that feature runs through- 
out this bill from the first to the last; and the result is that these series 
of provisos are nothing in the world but a series of advances upon the 
article which forms the chief component of the matter now to be taxed. 
That strikes me as being something not only new but certainly unjust. 
Why should you tax that which has for its chief component a material at 
a greater rate than the material itself? That has not been the rule in 
tariff legislation before. 

I think my friend from Vermont will agree with me that the rule 
heretofore has been that the ruling ingredient which enters into an ar- 
ticle shall fix the rate of its tax, and it should be fixed as if wholly 
composed instead of being partly composed of that ingredient. 

In the present case we have here a long schedule, which we have 
gone over with much pains and care for the last two days; and now it 
is proposed to provide— 

That all articles not specially enumerated or provided for in thisact, whether 
wholly or partly manufactured, made fromthe hoop, band, or scroll iron herein 
provided for, or of which such hoop, band, or scroll iron shall be the material of 
chief value— 

Shall not pay the same duty as hoop, band, or scroll iron, but— 
shall pay one-fourth of one cent per pound more duty than that im on the 
iron from which they are made, or which shall be such material of chief value. 

That is to say $5.60a ton more than if it were wholly composed of the 
material in question. 

I submit to the Senate that these remarks apply to this series of pro- 
visos, and I think that this is a good time in which to make the change, 
and that the rule which I submit te my honorable friend from Vermont 
is the rule that has been followed under the existiag tariff; for I know 
of no instance where you have advanced the composite article at a rate 
of tax greater than its chief ingredient. 

Mr. MORRILL. I am, I confess, surprised that so thorough a student 
of political economy as the Senator from Delaware should present such 


an argument as he has presented here now. This schedule poser. 
articles which are wholly or partly manufactured. Would the era 
from Delaware, for instance, allow all manner of cutlery to be rena “5 
or blacksmith hammers or anything you may think of to come h e 
completely finished except grinding and polishing and pay the rae : 
duty as the raw material ? _ 

Mr. BAYARD. The best answer I can give is not as to any sup. 
about my want of knowledge, but let us take the tariff itself, ay.) — 
ask my friend why was it that in all his previous tariffs he has yoy,. 
adopted the rule now proposed ? te 

Mr. MORRILL. I ask whether the Senator is willing that t).. " 
ticles forged out of iron or steel, and wholly or partly finished. shal] 
come in here at the same duty as that imposed upon the raw mat; al’ 

Mr. BAYARD. Ido think that the article should pay the rat. «: 
duty that its chief component has laid upon it. F 

Mr. MORRILL. And no more, whether manufactured or not + 

Mr. BAYARD. No more; that is the theory. Youmay take «, 
if it be steel of a fine quality it will pay a very high tax. Suppose it 
is connected with some very cheap and low-taxed material in ¢on)jy, “ 
tion with steel, then, according to the rule that I have proposed, {i 
lowing the present tariff, it would pay the duty as if it were whol), 
composed of steel. Why should you, because it is composed of ot}: 
articles than steel, add an additional duty to it beyond the duty jy, 
posed upon steel ? 

Mr. MORRILL. The absurdity of the position of the Senator fro, 
Delaware is that this schedule under his interpretation would allow 4) 
these articles to come in nearly finished at precisely the same rate tha; 
is levied upon the raw material. The very article that was cited }) 
the Senator, that is, wire rope, has been reconsidered by the Com): 
tee on Finance, and a majority propose an additional amount to be pur 
upon wire rope beyond what is put upon the wire of which it is mack 
and the Tarilf Commission confess their mistake and error in not hiay ine 
done it themselves. They slipped over it themselves. 

Let me say in relation to wire rope that the article made in Ameri: 
is much better than the article that is brought here from Germany, and 
it is very important in our elevators that we should have the ver 
strongest wire rope that can be obtained in order to secure our peop! 
against accidents. Therefore there should be an additional amount 
| placed upon it clearly, and the matter will be remedied, so far as thy 
Commitice on Finance can do so, by proposing an additional duty upo 
wire rope when we reach that article. 

Mr. BAYARD. In the first place we are not discussing, at this tim 
the duty upon wire rope. Let us lay that aside for the moment 

Mr. MORRILL. I should not have referred to it if the Senator had 
not. 

Mr. BAYARD. 1 illustrated by it, and therefore, so far as absurdity 
is concerned, I am going to place myself in the excellent company o! 
the honorable Senator from Vermont. I shall read him the language 
of the existing tanff law, in which it is understood his share of the re 
sponsibility is probably greater than that of any one else. 1 read now 
the present tariff on steel. 

But all articles of steel partially manufactured, or of which stee! shall be 


component part, not otherwise provided for, shall pay the same rate of duty as 
if wholly manufactured. 





It seems to me that there is the rule running throughout, and that 
there is no advance. 

Mr. MORRILL. Will the Senator allow me to call his attention to 
the very language he hasread? ‘The language is, ‘‘shall pay the same 
rate of duty as if wholly manufactured,’’ instead of being ‘* partly man- 
ufactured.’’ 

Mr. BAYARD. I do not wish to detain the Senate, but with the 
high respect I have for my friend from Vermont, I must say that the 
proposition to advance under the form of provisos the duties upon an 
article because it has an additional ingredient, and to tax it more than 
you would the subject of which it is chiefly composed, is entirely ade- 
parture from the present line of tariff legislation. Is not that so’ | 
take the silence of my friend from Vermont as an answer. 

Mr. MORRILL. I am perfectly willing to answer, but I did not 
suppose the Senator wanted me to interrupt him again. 

Mr. ALDRICH. If there is any principle of tariff legislation which 
is well settled it is that where specific rates are levied the partially 
manufactured article shall pay a higher rate than the raw material o! 
which it is composed; and I am very much surprised that the Senator 
from Delaware, who has made such a careful study of these questions 
and who is usually so intelligent, should have fallen into such anerr! 
as this. To support his proposition he has even cited a provision ot th: 
present law, which provides that partially manufactured articles shal! 
pay the same rates of duty as fully manufactured articles, thus sustain 
ing the view which the Senator from Vermont has stated and the pm» 
ciple which is properly incorporated in this bill. 

The Senator hasalluded to wire rope. 1 call his attention to the state 
ment made by Mr. Oliver on the twenty-sixth page of his printed state- 
ment. Speaking of wire rope he says, ‘‘It is all wrong if there is to 


any proportional rate in these different articles,’’ and that ‘it was the 
fault of the manufacturers themselves that this change had not been 
made,’’ and he recommended that an additional duty of 1 cent a poune 
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should be levied upon manufactured wire rope over the duties on the 
wire from which it was manufactured, and he stated very cogent reasons 
why this should be done. — 

[ supposed that all political economists, free-traders as well as pro- 
tectionists, conceded that a higher rate of duty if specific should be 
levied upon partially or wholly manufactured articles than upon the 
raw material, and I think the principle enunciated by the honorable 
Senator from Delaware is now announced for the first time by any in- 

Jligent legislator, 
te ke PRESIDENT pro tempore. 
Delaware [Mr. BAYARD] will be reported. 

The PRINCIPAL LEGISLATIVE CLERK. In line 607, after the word 
“pay,”? it is proposed to strike out ‘‘one-fourth of 1 cent per pound 
more duty than’’ and to insert the words ‘‘the same duty;’’ and after 
the word “that, ’’ in line 608, to insert the word *‘is;’’ so as to read : 

Provided, That all articles not specially enumerated or provided for in this 
act, whether wholly or partly manufactured, made from the hoop, band, orseroll 
jron herein provided for, or of which such hoop, band, or scroll iron shal! be the 
material of chief value, shall pay the same duty that is imposed on the iron from 
which they are made, or which shall be such material of chief value. 

Mr. MORRILL. I ask for the yeas and nays on the amendment. 

The yeas and nays were ordered, and the Principal Legislative Clerk 
proceeded to call the roll. 

Mr. HOAR (when Mr. DAWEs’s name was called). My colleague 
(Mr. Dawes] is paired with the Senator from Oregon [Mr. SLATER]. 

Mr. FRYE (when his name was called). I am paired with the Sen- 
ator from Alabama [Mr. PuGu]. 

Mr. GARLAND (when his name was called). 


Senator from Vermont [Mr. EpMuNDs]. 
” 


I am paired with the 
If he were here, I should vote 
ne 

‘Mr. HAMPTON (when his name was called). 
Senator from Illinois [Mr. Logan]. 

Mr. MITCHELL (when his name was called). I was paired with 
the Senator from Virginia [Mr. JoHnstTon ], but the pair has been trans- 
ferred to the Senator from Louisiana [Mr. KELLOGG]. I therefore vote 
“nay.” 

Mr. SAULSBURY (when his name was called). 
the Senator from Michigan [Mr. Ferry]. 
vote ‘‘yea.’? 

The roll-call was concluded. 

Mr. BECK (after having voted in the affirmative). 
this question with the Senator from Maine [ Mr. HALE]. 
is not in his seat, and I ask leave to withdraw my vote. 


Tam paired with the 


Iam paired with 
If he were here, I should 


[ am paired on 
I see that he 


Mr. PENDLETON. Iam paired with the Senator from New Jersey 
[Mr. SEWELL]. 
Mr.GORMAN. I am paired with the Senator from Ohio [ Mr. Suer- 


MAN]. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. These announcements can be made 
for the day if it is wished; they will be entered on the Recorp. 

Mr. VEST (after having voted in the aflirmative). I ask leave to 
withdraw my vote. I am paired with the Senator from Kansas [ Mr. 
PLUMB], who is not present. 

The result was announced—yeas 23, nays 24; as follows: 


YEAS—23. 
Barrow, Coke, Ingalls, Morgan, 
Bayard, Farley, Jackson, Ransom, 
Butler, George, Jonas, Vance, 
Call, Groome, Jones of Florida, Walker, 
Camden, Grover, Lamar, Williams. 
Cockrell, b Maxey, 
NAYS—24, 

Aldrich, Chilcott, Hoar, Mitchell, 
Allison, Conger, Lapham, Morrill, 
Anthony, Davis of Mi, McDill, Platt, 
Blair, H D, MeMillan, Rollins, 
CameronofPa., Hawley, Miller of Cal., Sawyer, 
Cameron of Wis., Hill, Miller of N. Y., Van Wyck. 

ABSENT—29. 
Beck, Garland, McPherson, Sherman, 
Brown, Gorman, Mabone, Slater, 
Davisof W.Va., Hale, Pendleton, Vest, 
Dawes, Hampton, Plumb, Voorhees, 
Edmunds, Johnston, Pugh, Windom. 
Pair, Jones of Nevada, Saulsbury, 
Ferry, Kellogg, Saunders, 
Frye, Logan, Sewell, 

So the amendment was rejected. 
Mr. ALDRICH. In line 605 I move to strike out ‘‘the’’ before the 


word “hoop” and to insert ‘‘sheet, plate,’’ so as to have the same pro- | 


viso as the partially manufactured articles of sheet and plate iron ap- 
ply as now applies by this proviso to hoop, band, or scroll iron; and I 
move also to insert the same words in line 606, after the word ‘‘such.’’ 
The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The amendment of the Senator from 
Rhode Island will be reported. 
. The PRINCIPAL LEGISLATIVE CLERK. In line 605, before the word 
hoop,” it is proposed to strike out ‘‘the”’ and to insert ‘‘sheet, plate;”’ 
ee 606, after the word ‘‘such,’’ to insert ‘‘sheet, plate;’’ so as 


Provided, That all articles not specially 


enumerated or provided for in this act, 


whether wholly or partly manufactured, made from sheet, plate, hoop, band, or 


The amendment of the Senator trom | 


| take metal in its second or third stage of manufacture and then worl 


165: 


scroll iron herein provided for, orof which such sheet, plate, hoop, band, or scroll 
iron shall be the material of chief value, shall pay, &c. 

Mr. SAULSBURY. I understand that the object of the amendment 
is to take away the restriction of this provisidn applying to certain 
classes of goods, hoop, band, or scro!l iron, or artiéles composed of them, 
and to apply the provision to every kind of article included in this act 

Mr. ALDRICH. I beg the Senator's pardon, it is to make it apply 
to sheet and plate iron the same as it does to hoop, band, and scroll 
iron. Yesterday we struck out, on the motion of the Senator trom Del 
aware (Mr. BAYARD], the proviso on the top of this page which made 
these articles pay a half cent per pound more. I then stated that I 
would offer this amendment to the pending paragraph so that they 
should pay a quarter cent more, the same as manutacturers of hoop, 
band, and scroll iron. It seems to me to be entirely fair 

Mr. SAULSBURY. The proviso under consideration reads 

Provided, That all articles not specially enumerated or provid 
whether wholly or partly manufactured, made from the ho« p, | 
iron herein provided for, or of which such hoop, band, or serol! irs be the 
material of chief value, shall pay one-fourth of 1 cent per pound more duty than 


that imposed on the iron from which they are made, or which shall be such ma- 
terial of chief value. 


ided forin this act 
ind, or seroll 


I ask, if you remove this restriction, will it not apply to every arti 
cle mentioned in this act ? ’ 

Mr. ALDRICH. Not at all. 

Mr. SAULSBURY. I so understand it. 

Mr. MORRILL. Oh, no! 

Mr. PLATT. I should like to say just one word in explanation of 
this amendment to show why I think it ought to be adopted. ‘The 
manufacturers of our section of the country, as I said yesterday, usually 


stb 
it up into small articles. Certainly the manufacturer who takes the 
sheet-steel, or the sheet-iron. or the tin-plate, ought to have a little 
protection as against the foreigner who manufactures articles from the 
same material. That is the object of this amendment, so that the tor 


eigner can not wholly or partly manufacture articles from sheet-iron, 


| plate-iron, or tin-plate, and bring them in for the same duty which the 


| distinct meaning perhaps, and brings it down to one-fourth of 1 





New England or other manufacturer has to pay on the shect-iron, the 
plate-iron, or tin-plate. It seems to me that it is fair that there should 
be a little modicum of protection there to our manufacture) 

Mr. BECK. The proviso referred to was stricken out yesterday, and 
that action was certainly a very great improvement in various rezards; 
first, because it limited the wholly or partly manufactured iron, instead 
of making a provision for ‘‘shapes or blanks,’”? which have not a very 
cent 
per pound, instead of one-half cent, asthe proviso did. So far as I am con- 
cerned I do not see any serious objection to the amendment of the Sen- 
ator from Rhode Island as now presented. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The question is on agreeing to the 
amendment of the Senator from Rhode Island [Mr. ALDRICH}. 

The amendment was agreed to. 

The next item, from line Gil to line 613, 


t\ 


was read, as follows: 

Iron and steel cotton-ties, or hoops for baling purposes, not thinner than No. 
19 wire gauge, 1 and four-tenths of 1 cent per pound, 

Mr. MAXEY. In line 612 I move to strike out 419” and to insert 
“17”? after the word *‘ number,’’ and in the same line, after the word 
** gauge,’’ I move tostrike out ** 1 and four-tenths of 1 cent per pound,” 
and to insert ‘*35 per cent. ad valorem.’’ 

Mr. ALDRICH. Let the paragraph be read as it would read if 
amended ? 

The Principal Legislative Clerk read as follows: 

Iron and steel cotton-ties, or hoops for baling purposes, not thinner than No. 
17 wire gauge, 35 per cent. ad valorem. 

Mr. MORRILL. I desire to say to the Senator from Texas that I 
shall not feel it my duty to make any opposition to his amendment 


Mr. MAXEY. I beg to modify my amendment bystriking out ‘*17” 
and inserting ‘‘20,’’ so as to read ‘“‘not thinner than No. 20.’’ I was 
trying to get at the same idea. ‘‘ Not thinner than No. 20 the ex- 


pression I intended to use. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. Theamendment will be so modified. 
Does the Senator from Vermont object to the amendment as modified? 

Mr. MORRILL. No, sir, I do not object. 

Mr. MAXEY. Mr. President, I desire to give my reasons for mov- 
ing the amendment. I stated yesterday that we were in the habit of 
using cotton-ties of the gauges from 17 to 20. The Senator from Ver- 
mont thought we did not use as low or as thick as 17 or 18. ‘The bill 
as it is presented is that it shall not be ‘‘thinner than No. 1,’’ and my 
purpose is to get in 17, 18, 19, and 20, the four numbers that we actu- 
ally use, and by saying ‘‘not thinner than No. 20,”’ it gives us all back 
of that so as to include the numbers that we really want. 

In support of the proposition that I make that we do use from 17 to 
20, I ask that the letter which I send to the desk may be read. 

Mr. MORRILL. I make no opposition to the amendment. 
the Senator care to consume the time? 

Mr. MAXEY. The Senator agrees to the 35 per cent. ad valorem ? 

Mr. MORRILL. Yes. 

Mr. MAXEY. Then it is all right; that is all I want. 


Does 
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Mr. BARROW. If I am in order, I should like to substitute for the 
amendment of the Senator from Texas a motion to strike out all of 
lines 611, 612, and 613, and I give notice that I shall move at the 
proper time to put the articles mentioned in this paragraph upon the 
tree-list. I should like to inquire of the Chair if it is in order now to 
make a motion to strike out the paragraph ? 

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr. RANsom in the chair). 
judgment of the Chair that motion is in order. 

Mr. BARROW. ‘Then I move to strike out lines 611, 612, and 613, 


and [ ask my friend from Texas to withdraw his amendment tempora- | 


rily in order that we may have a vote on mine, and if it is defeated 
then we can vote more intelligently upon his proposition. 

Mr. MAXEY. 1 made this proposition in perfect good faith. The 
Supreme Court have decided that we pay now 35 per cent. ad valorem. 
I have moved the amendment in the interest of labor. Cotton is pro- 
duced by the hardest of all labor. We talk about protecting labor, 
and | know of no man on this earth who is more entitled to protection 
than the man who works ina cotton-field, be he black or white. I speak 
for a State which raises more cotton than any other State in the Union. 
They are satistied to let the law stand as it is, and the amendment 
which | move simply leaves the law exactly where it stands. Theyare 
willing to pay their fair share of the revenue, and I can not agree to 
do that which I think would be imposing upon the good feelings of my 
friends. J think the rate is right as | have proposed to make it. 

Mr. BARROW. Mr. President 

Mr. HARRIS. I desire to suggest to the Senator from Georgia, and 
I will occupy but a second, that the amendment of the Senator from 
Texas be voted upon, and if itis adopted the amendment of the Senator 
trom Georgia will then be in order, and he can move to strike out the 
clause and put the article upon the free-list after the adoption of the 
amendment of the Senator from Texas. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Chair intended to put the ques- 
tion on the amendment of the Senator from Texas first. 

Mr. BARROW. Very well. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The question is on agreeing to the 
amendment of the Senator from Texas [Mr. MAXEY]. 

The amendment was agreed to. 

Mr. BARROW. IL now renew my motion to strike out all of lines 
G11, 612, and G13, and I give notice thatat the proper time I shall move 
to put these articles upon the free-list. I propose now in a very few 
words and without detaining the Senate to give my reasons for making 
this motion. Mr. President, 1 am very well aware that when a motion 
is made to put any article upon the free-list that a very strong case 
ought to be made. [am very well aware that in order to convince the 
good sense and the good judgment of the Senate, and especially the 
Senators whom I see before me who are so much better acquainted both 
with the general principles and the details of this question than I am, 
that in order to satisfy their minds that the motion ought to prevail I 
must make an exceptional case in this article of cotton-ties. 

It is certainly true that there are some on this floor who, in the ar- 
rangement of the details of this tariff, if it be possible to encourage any 
American industries, are willing to give it a direction which will be 
most conducive to that result. [ undertake to say the culture and pro- 
duction of cotton in this country is the only important industry that 
has not received any such encouragement. Indeed it has not yet re- 
ceived so much as the touch of one of our little fingers in the way of 
protection in all our discussions of this tariff. I have sat here day after 
day, and I have heard of sugar, of rice, of iron, of bichromate of potash, 
of sumac, and of everything in the materia medica and in the known 
world, from the smallest to the largest, to which some consideration 
has been paid, and yet here is an industry which is one of the pillars of 
the industrial fabric of this country, and we have been treating it as the 
Moabite of this country, the hewers of wood and the drawers of water, 
having no right which we were bound to respect. 

I admit that it was all unintentional. I charge upon no Senator on 
this floor an intention to discriminate againstcotton. Itsprings out of 
the necessity of the case; and what isthat? It is the isolated fact that 
this industry is one that asks no protection. It is one that Congress is 
powerless to protect in the ordinary way in which protection is given 
to the agricultural or manufacturing interests.” This is true because 
this unrivaled textile enters the markets of the world and is without a 
competitor. There is not one single pound of foreign cotton that is ever 
shipped into America to compete in our markets with American cotton, 
and therefore a tariff to protect it would be idle and useless. It enters 
the markets of Europe and stands at the head of the list in Liverpool, 
and Havre, and everywhere else. You can not protect it by throwing 
a duty around it, for it stands alone the recognized queen in all the mar- 
kets of the world. 

How, then, can we give a little left-handed, incidental encouragement 
to the producers of cotton? Here is an article which is used exclusively 
by those who produce cotton. Iron ties for the purpose of baling cot- 
ton are not used by anybody else but the producers of cotton. There 
are every year more than 30,000,000 of these iron ties used by the south- 
ern farmers who raise cotton. I ask the attention of the Senator from 
Vermont to the fact that these ties are paid for by the small tenants and 
croppers in the South, as they are the parties who deliver the cotton to 





In the | 





| the landlords or tothe merchants in a condition suitable for transport 

tion, and there is no danger if we place this article on the free-|jg t) “ 
| we will be giving any incidental encouragement or incidenta! prote, 
| tion to anybody but the producers of cotton. We will not be putting 
| one single mill into the pockets of anybody or assisting anybody exo.) 
| the producers of cotton, whom we can not assist in any other way. o., 
to place this item ou the free-list will relieve them of a tax o/'y 
$600,000 per annum. 

Furthermore, out of six or seven hundred millions of imported me; 
_chandise brought into the United States every yearthe balance of {).,, 

is rectified by this product alone to the extent of very nearly one-}y); 
Now, as we can not protect by giving it a protective tariff becay, 
needs none, when we do reach a case where we can benefit the cot{., 
producer without any danger of treading on any one else, without ay, 
danger of the indiscriminate protection of other producers, and yw), 
we can contine it to that I appeal to the fair minds of Senators oy ), 
other side to consider the case of the cotton-producers of the South ay) 
see if it is not exceptional. If you put this article of cotton-ties oy +), 
free-list you will benefit that class and none other, because none otly.p. 
use it, and you will do for them what can not be done by any ot}. 
item in this bill, or in any other way, because the article stands. .. 
say, not where it needs no protection, but where it can receive non, 
appeal to the fair mind of the Senator from Vermont to give us iy 1))\, 
instance, which he can do without danger, as I said of an indiscr)y, 
nate application to other industries, that protection which he can } 
give us directly. 

Mr. VANCE. Mr. President, the concession of the chairman o! +}), 
Finance Committee was as liberal as it was unexpected. I was er 
fied at it, and yet I feel it to be my duty to support the proposition , 
the Senator from Georgia and to give a very brief statement of my 1 
sons for so doing. j 

Cotton is the one great peculiar and distinctive American production 
The Southern States of this Union produce seven-tenths of all the com- 
mercial cotton of the world. It is the chief instrument in the main- 
tenance of our foreign exchanges. It employs the industry of eleven 
States, embracing many millions of people; and itis, I believe, as stated 
by theSenator from Georgia, the only American production that receives 
no protection whatsoever. It is the strong man of American industry 
Upon its broad shoulders are laid a portion and avery heavy portion o! 
all the burdens of taxation. Every other industry has some protection 
Iron is protected by an average at least of 50 per cent., and all iron goods 
The ores of the earth existing in a state of nature are protected by a 
very heavy percentage. Even the forests that dot the surface of this coun- 
try are protected. All manufactures of wool and the wool itself an 
protected. The manufacture of cotton is protected in the production 
Wheat is protected against cheap production on the Canadian borde: 

Mr. ALLISON. May I suggest to the Senator that in order to pla 
cotton on a par with wheat and other things he propose a duty on im 
ported cotton? That, perhaps, would cover his point. 

Mr.VANCE. No,sir. TheSenator knowsvery well thatadu‘y upon 
imported cotton would do no good to the cotton-growers of this cou 

Mr. ALLISON. But that is the kind of duty we have on \hiest. It 
is a duty on imported wheat. 

Mr. VANCE. Still the Senatoris bound to admit that on the: 
ern border of this Union the duty on wheat, oats, and barley is of - 
benefit. It is so claimed, at all events. 

I was going on to say that every conceivable industry of the px 
of the United States has some protection except cotton, and as i 
the very nature of the circumstances we can not by levying a protective 
duty benefit the cotton-grower, would it not be ajust as well as a yrace- 
ful act on the part of the Senators whose prosperity and the prosperity 
of whose constituents in a very great measure results from cotton, 
and on the part of those whose constituents are engaged in the great 
business of commerce which is chiefly supported by cotton—would it 
not, ask, be a just and a graceful thing to do for the encouragement 
of the cotton-growers to allow the iron baling by which they envelop 
their product and fit it for transportation to market to come in tree’ 
Would not that in some degree compensate the cotton-grower for hav- 
ing to pay a tariff upon all the tools and the iron which is used in the 
production of the cotton to support those industries? It so seems tome 

As I remarked at the outset, I am not disposed to quarrel] with what 
has been done, because it has been unexpectedly liberal; but it does 
seem to me that this great interest, which pays its proportion of al! the 
duties that are levied for the support of other industries, might have 
this one little concession made to it, and the farmer might have the 
satisfaction of knowing that the material with which he envelops !'s 
bales after the year’s labor is not subjected to this high duty. 

Mr. President, the question of protection to American industri 
scarcely entersin here. There isa very small amount, indeed, of cotter: 
ties made in this country. They nearly all come from abroad, and U" 
der the present tariff as levied here they will continue to come tro 
abroad. 

Mr. HARRIS. Most of them are re-exported. 

Mr. VANCE. Most of them are re-exported. 

Mr. BECK. And no tare is allowed. ; 

Mr. VANCE. No tare is allowed, because the first thing that is dove 
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to a bale of cotton when it is landed on the wharf at Liverpool is to 
strip it stark naked, with just enough envelope left around it to hold 
it together until it is sold. ee 

A tariff of $28 per ton, which is nearly 100 per cent., is levied upon 
steel rails. A tariff almost as high is vied upon iron rails. The aver- 
age life of a railroad rail is ten years; so that only once in ten years is 
there to be $28 per ton levied upon those articles. But the life of a 
cotton bale is one season, and the duty upon the cotton-tie is paid every 
year by the farmer. If you take a series of ten years the amount of 
duty paid upon this product alone by the farmers of the South is about 
33 per cent. In the same time an iron or a steel railroad rail would 
only pay from 75 to 100 per cent., according to the price abroad. 

[ do net think it is unreasonable to ask this one concession. I think 
this article ought to go upon the free-list and that it would redound to 
the benefit of everybody. It would add something to the very scant 
profits made by those whocultivatecotton. It istaking nothing scarcely 
trom the American laborer in this country. I can conceive of nobody 
who would be injured, except, indeed, there would be some revenue lost 
by it; but those who support the Government of the United States in 
the payment of taxes are to a very large extent these same producers 
of cotton, and they would cheerfully submit to that small loss of reve- 
nue, as I have no doubt the people at large would. 

Mr. MORRILL. When I made the statement to the Senator from 
Texas [Mr. MAXEY] I had no idea that there would be a moment's 
further time consumed in the consideration of this question. 1 desire 
to be perfectly frank and fair and liberal; but if it isto be argued, there 
can be of course a very strong presentation of the case upon the oppo- 
site side. 

I would say, so far as this article is concerned, whatever is consumed 
by the people here in the United States is paid for by the consumers at 
the same rate that they pay for the cotton. To be sure when they take 
it abroad the tare is taken out. 

I hope there will be no necessity for arguing this case any further; 
and I should he glad if the Senator from Georgia [| Mr. BAkRow } would 
withdraw his amendment. 

Mr. MAXEY. I want to add one word right there. I would not 
have myself placed on the record wrong about this matter for every dol- 
lar there is involved in this bill. Llin perfect good faith went to the 
gentlemen who ordinarily vote on the other side of the question, and I 
stated the peculiar condition of our people in the South, our efforts to try 
to build up that; this involved the labor of the black man and the white 
man; and that we were satisfied with the law as it is, at 35 per cent. ad 
valorem. A number of them told me very generously that they would 
sustain me, which they diddo. To my surprise, this morning the chair- 
man of the Committee on Finance voluntarily (I had not, I believe, men- 
tioned it t him) agreed to the amendment which I proposed all the 
way through. 

Now, it might appear that when the amendment was moved to put 
cotton-ties on the free-list lin some manner might have known that that 
proposition was to follow mine. I[ did not. My amendment having 
been adopted, I feel myself bound to support it, and to vote for retain- 
ing the paragraph as it has been amended. I will do it if not another 
man should so vote. I would not vote to put cotton-ties on the free- 
list, because it would be to me, not to others, bad faith, because in 
order to help my people I have worked hard with gentlemen who be- 
long to the other party to get them to agree to what has now been done. 
Ihave got what they were willing to give, and right there I propose tostop. 

Mr. COKE. Mr. President, as this bill will go before a conference 
committee in all probability, and as this question will be up again, I 
simply ask unanimous consent, without troubling the Senate to have it 
read, to have the argument and statement of Samuel A. Edgerley on 
this subject before the Tariff Commission published in the Recorp. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr. HAWLEY inthe chair). TheSen- 
ator from Texasasks to havea certain statement published in the Recorp. 
The Chair hears no objection. 

Mr. ANTHONY. What was the request the Senator from Texas 
made about printing something in the RECoRD? 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. He has asked to have a brief argu- 
ment made before the Tariff Commission on this subject printed in the 
RECORD as part of his remarks. 

Mr. COKE. It is an argument made before the Tariff Commission 
on the subject of cotton-ties by Mr. Samuel A. Edgerley, of New York, 
the most exhaustive one I have seen. 

Mr. ANTHONY. I will not object, but we are cumbering up the 
RECORD with an awful amount of matter by such orders to print. 

_ Mr. HARRIS. It is submitted as part of the remarks of the Senator 
from Texas. 

Mr.COKE. I will adopt it as my own and make it part of my re- 
marks; but if the Senator from Rhode Island prefers I will have the 
Secretary to read it. 

Mr. ANTHONY. No, sir; I make no objection. 
The paper is as follows: ; 
PHILADELPHIA, PA., October 14, 1882, 


Mr. Samuel A. rley, of New York, representing the McComb Arrow Tie 


Company, add the commission as follows: 
oH ey Yad lengthy, detailed statement to present to the commission, and have 


¢ to prepare myselfinthat way. Texpected at some time during the 
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continuance of the commission to bring the question of the duty on cotton-ties 
properly befere you. But having heard that statements will not be received 
after to-day, I have asked the privilege of coming before you to say a few words 

As manufacturers of cotton-ties, we protest against the suggestion which has 
been made to advance the duty to 1} cents a pound, We prefer a reduction in 
the tariff, but we are willing to accept the present rate of 35 per cent. ad valorem, 
or an equivalent specific rate. We prefer the latter, because it does awiy with 
attempts at fraud upon the revenues, does away with invoice values, and is more 
certain in results 

I have no doubt the commission has heard a good deal said upon this siiject 
of undervaluations. The importer is continually harassed by the increase of 
his invoice values, based upon the consular quotations, which the consul derives 
from some source or other, and forwards to this country as being the market 
value of goods on the date of shipment. The present rate of duty on cotton 
ties is only nominally 35 per cent ad valorem. The business is always spoken 
of as being protected to that extent, but in fact, through the efforts of the iron 
men, the Treasury Department has decided against cotton-ties being imported 
with the buckles loose, and we have to rivet the buckles tothe bands. which 
causes nearly 10 per cent. additional expense, an expense which the American 
manufacturer does not have to incur, as he can make his with the buckle loose 
Besides, through the efforts of certain parties (aided by consuls in the interest 
of iron-men), in raising invoice values we are frequently muleted from 2) to 10 
per cent. additional, so that the duty would stand more fairly as 35 per cent. ad 
valorem, with 10 per cent. and 5 per cent. added, making inallabout percent 
the usual rate we have to pay on cotton-ties 

The proposed advance of the duty to 1} cents a pound contemplates a duty of 
not less than 86 per cent., and from that to 100 per cent. Either of these figures 
is unquestionably excessive and is not needed by the American makers of these 
ties to equalize the difference in the cost of labor. I might say here that there 
is an additional protection in the matter of freights. Freights this vear range 
from 12s. 6d. to 40s. a ton, the highest rate named being by steam and the lowest 
by sail. That adds enormously tothe protection. A moderate specitic tariff, or 
the present one properly administered, offers the advantages of a revenue to the 
Government, protection to the American workman, protection to the consumer 
and protection for our trade. Under such a tariff we have a choice of murkets 
and this choice prevents the compulsory payment by us of high prices in this 
country or successful combination of American mill-men 

This is illustrated by our experience of ayear or so ago. When th: abo 
oceurred in the fall of 1879 we had mainly purchased our cotton-ties in | coun 
try, but we still had some supplies from the English manufacturers. We we 
selling them from $1.75 to $2.25 per bundle, net. But while selling them at these 
prices, the lowest figure at which we could purchase from the American mill 
maker in the fall of that year was $2.75 a bundle, and if we had not a choice of 
markets we should have been compelled to pay the highest price that he could 
charge as against English cost oe cere wa, duty and freights. lt would have 
thrown the business entirely into their hands. We could not get a lower bid 
than $2.75 that fall from manufacturers who hati made ties for us that sume sea 
son at $1.50 a bundle; showing the enormous advance in iron between $1.30 in 
July and $2.75 in December. Yet that shows that if the tariff was advanced to 
1} cents a pound, thereby practically prohibiting the importation of toreign ties 
and throwing us entirely upon the American manufacturer, we should be com 
pelled to pay his price, which would be whatever he chose fix it. While the 
ties were made for us that year at $1.30, they had been offered under certain con 
ditions at $1.15 a bundle, fairly competing with the English manutacturer, that 
is, on the basis of 35 per cent. ad valorem, flat. Fifty-six pounds is the standard 
weight of a bundle. When trade is poor on this side of the water and prices 
low, our manufacturers can make ties successfully with aduty of 5) per cent, ad 
valorem, and when trade is good and prices high, they can afford to let the con 
sumer have the benetit of cheapness on one article of iron. The advance to 1) 
cents a pound would shut out all foreign competition, and deprive the United 
States of all revenue from this source, and enable the mill men to combine to 
destroy our business. 

We come before you as Americans. We havea trade which has been built up 
by long years of labor. This trade does not belong to the iron men: they have 
no special claims on this article, It stands by Itself on the list of productions. 
The cotton-tie trade is the result of the invention and the persistent, indomita- 
ble energy of J. J. McComb. We have succeeded in overcoming the objections 
of the underwriters to the use of the cotton-tie as a substitute for rope. When 
it was first proposed to use iron as a binding for cotton the main objection was 
that in loading, and on shipboard, the bales would strike against each other, 
and the iron tie would inevitably strike tire and burn the cotton. But we all 
know that iron ties have lived down that objection, and to-day they have super- 
seded every other article for the baling of cotton his article was not known 
to the trade when the tariff of 1864 was frames. It is not hoop-iron. It is an 
article of special manufacture, made for a special purpose, and there is no other 
article in the list likeit. It is our manufacture; and, being Americans, we are 
entitled to fair play in this matter. The business is an open one, and nevercan 
be monopolized, because importations can be brought from the other side, and 
competition here prevents high prices or large profits 

I might state, as an instance of the reduction of profit by competition, that 
the business this season will not afford the importer 5 per cent. clear profit, no 
matter what may be thought in regard to the enormous profits of the cotton-tie 
business, It is now an open business, from the fact that the principal patent on 
cotton-ties has expired, and any one can now make the very best style of cot 
ton-tie he desires and sell it. A large number of manufacturers have gune into 
the business, and the importation has been enormous, and largely in excess of 
the demand, but still at a profit ef not over 5 per cent 

The proposed increase of duty to 1} cents a pound isan attem) monopolize 
this trade for the profit and aggrandizement of the mill owners 1 rie 


on 


re 


Hisatax 
of one-half or three-quarters of a million dollars for their benelit. Lirercare only 
ten mills in the United States which make cotton-ties, and the oy only a 
small proportion of the total number of workersin iron. [call sj. ittention 
to that fact. It has been stated that the necessity for increasing tle taritl is, that 
it will benefit an enormous number of people cmployed in the manutacture of 
these ties in this country. That is a fallacy. The entire consumption of the 
United States is never more than 30,000 tons, which would only occupy three 
hundred men, making one tonaday, one hundred days. One mill alone, in Pitts 


burgh, could make half the amount in a season without an effort 
sumption is positively limited by the amount of the cotton crop onecrop 
is a fixed quantity, and that limits the demand for cotton-ties. You can not sell 
another bundle of cotton-ties, except on speculation, beyond the demands of the 
crop. The necessary result will be that if the rate of 1) cents is adopted, the 
American mill-owners will have entire control of the business, and they will have 
to enter into arrangements among themselves to prevent an overplus from being 
manufactured. There are notovertwo hundred and fifty people in the business 
whoearn their livelihood by it. Thatshows thatthe change is demanded for the 
benefit of a limited number, and those mainly in Pittsburgh and Youngstown 
There is one point which is constantly urged against the cotton-tic, and that is 
that it issimply hoop-iron, and its importation asa tie is simply an evasion of the 
tariff law, which cal!s for a duty of 1} cents a pound. Cotton-ties are nol hoop-iron ; 
they require in their composition a different quality of iron. 
necessary, and arrangements must be made to secure that. That difficulty was 
originally met in the making of cotton-ties. Mr. McComb, one of the first man 
ufacturers, found great difficulty in England, and subsequently in this country, 
in securing the peculiar quality of iron necessary for the manufacture of a cotton 
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tie. Any iron manufacturer will readily understand the difference uired in 
a cotton-tie, which must have tensile strength, and hoop-iron, which isheld by a 
rivet driven down on a barrel, They are — different. Notwithstanding, 
it isalwaysclaimedthattheyarethesame. Buttheyare not convertible, and the 
charge of fraud in this direction can not be sustained, and never has been when- 
ever such allegations have been made before any court orjury. Onthe contrary, 
during the trial of a case in Philadelphia it was shown that there was no chance 
for an economical substitution of cotton-ties for barrel hoops. The charge is a 
fictitious one on the part of the United States mill men to affect the Treasury de- 
cisions in regard to the tariff. They arenow charging fraud on us also in regard 
to the invoice value, and the result is they tax us higher, and put us infor 20 per 
cent. penalty whenever they can, Some means should be adopted to save our 
self-respect, and at the same time secure correct consular quotations, | 

I suppose importers in other lines of goods are affected in this way the same 
as we are, although Lam not familiar with their methods, But I know we are 
continually barassed by consular quotations being sent from Liverpool to this 
city, quoting prices from 5 to 10 or 15 shillings higher than our invoice values, 
which we raise from 2s. 6d, to 5s, above the fair market cost, to insure their com- 
ing through without objection, Yet in addition to that our invoices, on repre- 
sentutions of quotations furnished by the consuls on the other side, are raised 
10s, or los, higher, That compels us to have a dispute on this side in regard to 
nearly every invoice, To-day we have three invoices in New Orleans which 
have been advanced from 5s. to 7s, 6d. each. We went there with the proof in 
our hands, and showed the collector that on the day of shipment we had tenders 
from most responsible manufacturers of ties ata lower price. For instance, we 
had some ties valued at £7 15s. which we invoiced at £8, yet they raised us here 
to £8 5s., and compelled usto pay the additional duty. 

By Commissioner MCMAHON: 

Q. Did you state the fact correctly just now, or did I misunderstand you, that 
you purchased these ties at acertain figure and invoiced them at another figure? 

A. Nosir; we manufacture ties on the other side, and to establish a market 
value (which is very difficult to do) we ask tenders from half a dozen prominent 
mill men, and we use those offers in proof to sustain our valuations when we 
come before the reappraisement board, which we are compelled constantly to 
ask for, 

There are «pecial arguments for the reduction of the tariff on cotton-ties. I 
call your especial attention to the fact that it is a peculiar article and stands by 
itselfon the list, It isan article of prime necessity tothe planter, It isthe string 
that ties up the cotton to enable the planter to get it to the seaboard and to mar- 
ket. Itis to him practically a raw material The present duty levies a direct 
tax of nearly halfa million dollars upon that producing class—the cotton plant- 
ers. Itisa fallacy to say that he does not pay those taxes, but sells his cotton- 
ties at the price he wets forhiscotton, Yoygneed not fear that the cotton planter 
does not pay for his bawging and ties. When his cotton is bought it is bought 
with full knowledge of the weight of the bagging and ties, and the price is made 
to correspond. DBe«ides, on the other side of the water, in the English market, 
there isan actual 4 per cent, deduction for tare, which is loss. So that in the 
price of his cotton he loses for his bagging and ties. He does not sell them at 
the cotton price, although he may think he does, 

Commissioner UNbrrWoopb, I never saw a planter who thought he sold his 
votton-tics for the price of the cotton, 

The Wityess. But that is the argument which has been advanced for the last 
ten years, 

Commissioner Unprrwoopn. I know it is. 

The Wiryess. The cotton-tie is practically the highest article of its kind on 
the tariff list in one respect—I mean in regard to the life of the article. Iron 
rails have a life of ten years onthe average, and pay a specific duty only once of 
Bs aton. With cotton-ties, however, it is different. Cotton-ties have a life of 
only six months and have to be renewed every year, and the equivalent of the 
3 per cent. duty they pay in ten years would be 350 per cent. 

To cite & presamable case: A vessel could come to New Orleans with cotton- 
ties on board for her cargo of cotton, She could deliver these ties to the com- 
press to be puton this identical cotton, and carry it away. The ties on that cot- 
ton on board the vessel have not been in this country to exceed two months, yet 
the eotton-ties have to pay full duty, and, strange enough, there is no drawback 
after they are shipped. I mean by that they pay a heavier rate than any other 
iron goods, Two-thirds of all the cotton-ties used in the United States are ex- 
ported every year, and yet no drawback is allowed, as in the case of tin, when 
used to export domestic produce. Theallowance of a drawback, most of ussay, 
is impracticable. It is impossible for us to devise a plan of drawback on cotton- 
ties which will reimburse properly the man who pays the duty. These same 
cotton-ties must pay a duty if reimported, even though made here in the United 
States. In that respect they differ from any other goods of American manufact- 
ure, Toshow you what it costs I will give you some figures. 

The Government received a tax of about $310,000 on cotton-ties exported dur- 
ing the year ISsl, on which there is not a cent of drawback. So $390,000 a year 
is paid in dutics on anarticle exported from the country, and none can be brought 
back without paying aduty again, On the other hand, if it was a domestic manu- 
facture, shipped out the same as cotton-ties upon cotton, you could bring it back 
again without payingaduty. Solthink sucheuaunees reduce the tariff, allow 
a drawback to the consumer, or permit a reimportation of duty-paid ties, on 
sworn proof of their having been previously imported. 

There are one or two other points in relation to this matter, A necessity exists 
in our business for stability in the rate of duty. We have to make preparations 
for supply six months in advance of the demand for the article. e have to go 
abroad and buy it, and, after purchasing, some legislative discussion or enact- 
ment will take place, whereby we are very much affected. One great thing we 
desire is stability in whatever tariff may be e 

By Commissioner McManon: 

Q. Do you say that American cotton-ties can not be brought back without pay- 
ing a duty? 

A. Yea, sir, 

Q. There is no regulation about it. 

A. Yes, sir; I believe there is a special clause in regard to that matter. 

Q. Is not the life of a cotton-tie so short that it would not be worth while to 
bring them back and pay a duty? 

A. No, sir. Ties can be taken off the bale on the other side and rerolled and 
brought back very much cheaper than new ones, 

Q. If the rate of duty be put up to 1; cents a pound and a drawback allowed, 
under proper regulations, would it be of any consequence to the producer what 
rate of duty was imposed, so far as the exported cotton is concerned ? 

A. If you could regulate both of those matters it would not make any differ- 
ence, but you can not, The importer sells the cotton to the dealer, and the dealer, 
in his turn, to the consumer, and you never ean get the tie back again to the im- 
porter, who has paid the duty. In the case of tin cans, you can trace them from 
the importer to the jobber, or wholesaler, and from the wholesaler to the canner, 
and from the canner to the exporter; and from the exporter to the foreign dealer, 
and the drawback is allowed. Butyou can not keep track of cotton-ties. Some 

o to Texas, some to Louisiana and they are scattered to the four winds, By 


reaking a bundle you destroy its ——- 


Q. Could you not overcome that difficulty by stamens them? 
A. You might possibly invent a stamp or or have a peculiar cut on the 
band, but there could not be any positive proof a band had been previously 


By Commissioner OLIVER: 

Q. You are the secretary of the McComb Cotton-tie Company, I beliey.° 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. How long have you been connected with that company ? 
A. That company has been in existence about three years. 

Q. How long have you been connected with the American Cotton+j. ¢ 
pany? 

A. About twelve years. : 

Q. What was the price per bundle or pound of cotton-ties in 1873 ° 

A. They were about 5 cents a pound. _ 

Q. At that time the American Cotton-tie Company had control of the y),.), 


| business of furnishing cotton-ties in the United States? 


A. No, sir. 

Q. Did it not control 95 per cent. of the trade in the United States? 

A. No, sir; by reason of patents, and the enormous capital invested, | have 
no doubt it controlled 80 per cent.; but there were other persons inthe bu. 
Q. You say the price was then 5 cents a pound? 

A. Yes, sir. 

Q. When the American Cotton-Tie Company commenced buying their yj. 
from American mills in 1877 or 1878, what was the price then of cotton-ties \), 
this country? 
A. The price differed on styles, all the way from $1.60 to $2.50, with a discon: 
Q. Did not the competition of the American mills force the American Coto, 
Tie Company to bring down the price on cotton-ties to the planter or dealer y.-;, 
—. one- ? : 

A. No, sir. 

Q. How much did it affect that question ? 

A. I do not think it had any effect on it. 

Q. What was the price in 1878? 

A. It was $2.50 a bundle; nearly 5 cents a pound. | 

Q. Did not your agents sell the McComb or American Cotton-Tie Company ties 
in —— quantities at $2.50, $2.60, or $2.70 a bundle; is not that a fact? . 

A. Yes, sir. 

Q. What are the figures you are selling at now? 

A. The figures are $1.50 a bundle, gross. 

Q. The first year or two after the expiration of the patent the price was rx. 
duced to the cotton-planter more than one-half, was it not? 

A. It was reduced nearly one-half for various reasons; doubtless the princi). 
one was the competition of the American mills. Prior to that the patents 
trolled the business, Ifa man had not a patent he could not make a cottoy).\; 
There were several favorite styles, and these had the trade, and it was very «):\)- 
cult to take it away from them or compete with them. It was the attrition ay. 
competition of succeeding patents coming in, making so many of them, and 
their becoming owned by the different rolling-mills of the country, which leiped 
cut down the prices, together with the foreign competition. 

Q. Were not all the American mills persistent in getting up new patents” 

A. Yes, sir; they were. But the most successful opposition that was eve: 
made against our cotton-tie came from Liverpool. 

Q. The American mill-owners were trying to cut these prices down and mak, 
a difference to the cotton-growers of $2,000,000 a year? 

A. No, sir. They were trying to absorb the proprietary trade, or cut into it 

Q. Do you advocate a specific or an ad valorem duty ? 

A. If the Government must have a duty, we shall be content to accept a bona 
fide 35 per cent. ad valorem duty, oran equivalentspecific rate. The reason why 
I ask for as ific rate is on account of the convenience of invoicing, and to rid 
ourselves of this continual charge of trying to defraud the Government by in- 
voicing our goods 2s, 6d. lower than they cost us. 

Q. You manufacture all these cotton-ties yourself in England? 

A. Yes, sir. 

Q. Your factory in England, or your agent in England, makes a bil! to your 
American house? 

A. Mr. McComb manufactures on the other side, and has an office there. Since 
the expiration of some of the patents the business has become an open ov: 
There is hardly a vessel which leaves Liverpool for the United States that docs 
not bring cotton-ties as part of her cargo. 

Q. You think it is better to have a fixed specific rate of duty, then—one not 
liable to be interfered with? ‘ 

A. Yes, sir. There should be but one rate for cotton-ties. There need be no 
difficulty about ties coming in under one classification. A cotton-tic is a cotton 
tie, notwithstanding the efforts that have been made to call it hoop-irou 

Q. To get rid of that difficulty you would name it specially in the tarifl as a 
cotton-tie, and put a specific duty on it as a cotton-tie? 

A. Yes, sir; provided that specific duty was fair and equitable. 

Q. What is your information in regard to the quality of the American a- 
pared with the English tie? 

A. The American tie, made by proper parties under proper supervision, i>)! 
as good as any other tie. 

Q. Is it not better? 

A. No, sir; it is not better. 

Q. It has been so stated to us by an American manufacturer. 

A. 1 do not think that is the ease. On the contrary, I remember seeing tics 


Less 


advertised as being made of English iron—the only instance I can recal! of 1 dis- 
tinction being e—and this would suggest some people thought thein better 
than domestic 


Q. What is the estimate of this year’s cotton crop in this country. 

A. Itis estimated at from six and a quarter to seven million bales. The crop 
is a positive quantity, and that limits the sale of cotton-ties, If the trade in tes 
from foreign countries is destroyed, and it is put into the hands of the American 
mill-owners they will inevitably come together and say, “* Why, we can not make 
but 30,000 tons for the year, because there is no greater demand for them; !ct us 
agree to bute this amount among ourselves and arrange our own prices 

Q. Would the consumer be any better off if he were left in the hands of the 


American manufacturer, as he was twelve years ago in the hands of the Ameri 
can 
the price to 7 


Company, who charged him just what he could stand, and put up 
or 8 cents per pound’? 
A. I donot think that isa fair presentation of the case. 
Q. You have asserted there would be a combination here? 
A. But we must look at the altered condition of things since that time. 
Q. But I ask you if he would be any worse off in the hands of ten men here 
than in the condition he was in in the past? : 
A. Yes, sir. consumer would be worse uff, because the mill-owners would 
combine ; whereas the American Cotton-tie Company had always to stand up 
1 competition. 
following tables show the consumption of cotton-ties in the United States 
for the periods named: 
Cotton-ties used for crop of 1880-'81.—Total crop, 6,606,000 bales; at 1 bundle tics 
to 5 bales, 1,321,200 bundles cotion-ties; at 40 bundles to the ton, 33,060 tons co! 
ton-ties; average value, £7 15s. per ton, or, in Federal money at $4.86 for pound 
sterling, $37.67; duty at 35 per cent. per ton, $13.18; duty on 33,030 tons, $455,451.05 
Cotton-ties ofl 


used for crop ~82.—Total crop, 5,456,048 bales, or 1,091,209 bun- 

or 27,280 tons cotton-ties ; y= value, £8 per ton, or, in Fed- 

eral money at $4.86 aii sterling, $38.88; duty on $38.88 at 35 per cent. per 
$13.608,; duty on 27,280 tons, $371,226.24. 





imported, 





season ’81.—Four million five hundred and sixty-five thousand 
bales cotton, or 913,000 bundles cotton-ties, or 22,825 tons; duty at 35 per cent. vn 








1883. 


~- 7. yalue per ton, $300,956.21. Season IS5!~'82, 3,551,075 bales cotton, or 710,213 
vendies cotton-ties, or 17,755 tons; duty at 3 per cent. on $38.88, value per ton, 
241,610.04. - P ‘ , ey 

<= crop for ten years, from 1872-'73 to US881-°82.—Forty-eight million four hun- 
red and twelve thousand bales; estimated duty, if all imported, on 243,060 tons 


at $13.20 per ton, $3,209,302. 
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Total exports for same ten seasons.—Thirty-three million two hundred and seven- | 


on thousand bales; estimated duty as above on 166,086 tons, $2,192,335. 
_ Cotton-ties at £8 cost per ton at $4.86 per pound sterling, $38.88; present duty 
35 per cent., $13.60; duty proposed of 1} c. per pound, $33.60. or over 86 per cent. 

ae on ties at £7 cost per ton at $4.86 per pound sterling, $34.02; present duty 
3 per cent., $11.90; duty proposed of 1} c. per pound, $33.60, or nearly 100 per 
cent protection, 

present actual protection : 






3y riveting English ties .. ie 
By Seana GUNN UU IEPOOIN, GI acs sxcssseensevcesssesenevorccvsvssceneneccceevenoveeese am 
Or a total Of ...........cee+ 55 


Cost of cotton-ties. 








At 35 per | At 1} cents 











cent. duty. | cca 
Cotton-ties, at £8 cost per ton sssennessnsaresnncanasssnscesnessssneeese] $38 88 $38 88 
Freight, at 158, per tOM ........0-ceeesseee sereeececeees ol 3 65 3 65 
Insurance, 1; per cent. on value of $50 per ton.. 7 75 
DULY....ccssseceneeteneeesenseerceessneterseecssarecerrssesssanenes 13 60 33 60 
Cost per tOM ...seseeseeesees adihetlaanpeetosiameeeaneniecenenettatinee 56 88 | 76 88 

Cost per bundle, at 40 bundles per tom... | 1 423 1 92} 





Average annual consumption, 25,000 tons. 

Revenue to Government at present rate, $340,000. 

Loss of revenue annually by proposed advance prohibiting importations, $340,- 
ow: additional tax on consumer of 50 cents per bundle, $500,000, or an equiva- 
lent of $840,000 per annum bonus to American mills engaged in making cotton- 
ties, and not one centof revenue to the Government. 

Number of mills in United States making this class of goods, not over 10; es- 
timated number of men employed, 250. 


Mr. BECK. When the question relative to cotton-ties was being dis- 
cussed in the Finance Committee, if I may be allowed to allude to 
that—I suppose it would not be in order tosay what took place there— 
but I will say that a general disposition was manifested everywhere in 
the consideration of this question to make it exceptional because of the 
fact that a large amount of it was imported for the purpose of being ex- 
ported, because it was lost as tare where it came into competition with 
the cotton of India and other places, and because it was generally be- 
lieved that it could be made exceptional. For this and other reasons 
there was a desire on the part, | believe, of all the members of the com- 
mittee to make it exceptional so far as they could, and in the individual 
opinions expressed the same feeling was manifested which has been 
carried out very fully to-day by the chairman of the committee. I for 
one express great gratification at the disposition manifested to make it 
not over 35 or 50 per cent., instead of the high rate that would be im- 
posed by the bill as reported. [agree with the Senator from Texas 
[Mr. MAXEY] that an adjustment now at 35 per cent. is as low as we 
ought toask, and I shall vote against putting it on the free-list, although 
I should like to see it there if it could properly be done. 

Mr. BAYARD. I, too, would hold it to be a solecism in anything 
like a tariff system to place an article of this kind on the free-list. 
The proposition of the Senator from Vermont I think is a reasonable 
and fair one. It puts this article at a fair revenue point, and, under 
that, revenue being collected, it pays that which I think we all must 
agree that all American things should join in paying—their fair share 
of public burdens, no more and no less. That is the summum bonum 
which should be arrived at in the scheme of taxation in this country. 
Each industry, each production should bear its fair relative share; and 
I think it would be a solecism to place cotton-ties upon the free-list. 
| hope, therefore, that the proposition of the Senator from Vermont 
will he accepted, and I am very glad that it came from him. 

Mr. BARROW. Mr. President, I always listen with great respect 
to everything that falls from the lips of the Senator from Vermont and 
the Senator from Kentucky upon these questions, as well as the Sen- 
ator from Delaware, and it certainly is a very discouraging prospect for 
the motion I have made, as they all oppose it. But nevertheless, that 
motion will not be withdrawn by me. 

I have only one word to add. The Senator from Vermont suggests 
that in the selling of a bale of cotton the planter receives for the ties 
per pound what the cotton is worth. That is true in the American 
market but it is not true inthe European market. But suppose it was, 


the difference between what the ties and bagging and the production of 


the cotton cost the planter, and the sum that he receives for the cotton, 
is the small margin of profit that he receives; and as the tax is added 
on to the cost, it comes back at last to the arithmetical proposition that 
in proportion as this tax is put upon the original cost of the tics it is 
taken off the profit. 

_ The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr. HAWLEY in the chair). The ques- 
tion is on the motion of the Senator trom Georgia to strike out lines 
611, 612, and 613. 

Mr. MORGAN. I desire to make an inquiry of the chairman of the 
Committee on Finance, whether manufactured tin cans when exported 
are entitled to a drawback of the value of the import duty ? 
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Mr. MORRILL. I can not hear the Senator. 

Mr. MORGAN. I desire to know whether when tin cans are ex- 
ported covering American products, fruit, oysters, and the like, they 
are entitled to a drawback for the full amount of the duty paid on the 
importation of the tin? 

Mr. MORRILL. No, sir 

Mr. MORGAN. One-half of it ? 

Mr. MORRILL. None of it. 

Mr. MORGAN. None of it at all? 

Mr. ALDRICH. Ninety per cent. 

Mr. MORRILL. I was mistaken. I think they are. 

Mr. MORGAN. They are entitled to 90 per cent. ? 

Mr. ALDRICH. Ninety per cent. 

Mr. MORGAN. Drawback? 

Mr. ALDRICH. Yes, sir. 

Mr. SHERMAN. That is under the general law which applies to 
all articles exported; and it applies to cotton-ties as well as anything 
else. ; 

Mr. MORGAN. Unless there be some regulation putting us all upon 
terms of equality, the motion of the Senator from Georgia ought to pre 
vail in this case. If those who are competled to use foreign-made tin- 
sheets for the purpose of packing goods that they ship abroad are en 
titled to a drawback of 90 per cent. of the tariff which they pay upon th. 
importation of tin, there can be no good reason stated why cotton pro 
ducers should not be entitled to a similar drawback when they use for 
eign material for packing their goods. In the progress of commercial 
enterprise in this country iron cotton-ties have entirely supplanted ow 
own home-made hemp rope, and they have also superseded every othe: 
description of rope. ‘They are found to be the best security against tire 
and the best protection of the staple in shipping. They are easy to 
work in the compresses and in every respect they are better 

When this iron, which is imported I will say from England, goes back 
to England the entire weight of it is deducted as tare trom the cotton 
and we have no allowance made to us for that portion of the weight ot 


| the bale, so that we pay duty upon the importation and we get no draw 


| back when it goes out. 


In every respect it is very clear that we are not put upon a footing ot 
equality with other exporters ot American goods bound up In mate ruil 
which is brought entirely trom abroad. 
quality. 

Mr. SHERMAN. Upon the subject of drawback the law is pet 
fectly well known. It is in the commencement of chapter 9, on page 
581 of the Revised Statutes. 


That is an injustice and ine- 


Section 3015 allows a drawback gene 
rally in all cases with a rebate of 1 per cent., and this is the section 
under which these manufactures are allowed to be exported: 

Sre, 3019. There shall be allowed on all articles wholly manufactured of ma 
terials imported, on which duties have been paid when exported, a drawback 


} equal in amountto the duty paid on such materials, and no more, to be ascer 


| tained under such regulations 








u8 shall be prescribed by the Seeretary of the 
Treasury. Ten per cent. on the amount of all drawbacks so allowed shall 
however, be retained for the use of the United States by the collectors paying 
such drawbacks respectively. 

Consequently when tin is imported into this country, which is en 
tirely of foreign manutieture, and manufictured into tin cans, and thi 
tin cans are exported, on proof that they were made wholly of imported 
material, which proof can be easily furnished, a drawback is allowed 

Mr. MORGAN. Lask the Senator from Ohio whether that statute 
is broad enough to cover the case I suggested, whether the cotton-tie 
would not be entitled to a rebate? 

Mr. SHERMAN. I think the cotton-tie isnot a manufacture. The 
cottton-tie is brought here in the way it is produced; but I think it is 
covered by section 3015, though I am not sure. It must have been 
ruled upon many a time. 

Sec, 3015. A drawback of duties, as prescribed by law, shall be allowed and 
paid on all merchandise imported into the United States, in respect to all such 
merchandise as shall be exported to any foreign port other than the dominions 
of any foreign state immediately adjoining to the United States, either from the 
district of original importation, or from certain other districts; and all duties 
drawbacks, and allowances which ehall be payable, or allowable, on any specific 
quantity of merchandise, shall be deemed to apply in proportion to any greater 
or lesser quantity, except as herein otherwise provided, 





Then there is a provision that unless the amount exported by a pat 
ticular invoice amounts to “50 they are not entitled to the benefit. In 
many vases of the exportation of cotton-ties, the amount being unde! 
$50, it would not be covered; but I should think that the section would 
cover cotton-ties exported in the same condition they were brought in 

Mr. MORGAN. Now, I suggest to the Senator from Georgia that 
perhaps it would be as well for him not to press his amendment to put 
this article on the free-list, hut to move during the progress of this bill 
for an amendment to it making provision by which the existing stat- 
ute shall be made applicable to this article, so that we shall have a 
perfect equality of legislative treatment in respect to cotton-ties with 
tin cans. We do not desire any advantages over other persons; but it 
is very clear that we ought to have an equality of justice in the pro- 
visions made applicable to this subject. 

The Senator from Georgia made a concession which I do not think he 
need to have made. He said, as Lunderstood him, that we got the 
value of the weight of our cotton-ties when we sold our cotton in Ameri- 
can markets. 


Mr. BARROW. The Senator misunderstood me if he supposed that 


nine nent ncn 


ne tind 
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[ conceded as much as that. I said there was no reduction made in the 
American market on account of it, but in the foreign market there is. 

Mr. MORGAN. There is no tare in the American market, but at the | 
same time the price of cotton in the American market is regulated by | 
the price in the foreign market, and the price in the foreign market is | 
predicated entirely upon the production with the tare taken off so that | 
after all we get just the same in the American market as in the foreign 
market, the tare reducing the price of the goods. In other words, what- 
ever amount we pay and it is pretty large for the cotton-tie that binds 
up the crop, we lose the whole of it both in America and in the foreign 
market, 

I hope the Senator from Georgia will take this subject into consider- | 
ation, and will move an amendment to the bill later in its progress te 
cover the view I now present to him, putting this article on the same 
footing with other articles that are exported in the condition that they 
were when imported, and withdraw his proposition to place cotton-ties 
on the free-list. 

Mr. BARROW. Lam put in a very embarrassing position by the ap- 
peals made to me by Senators for whom I havea profound respect to with- 
draw this motion. IfI had not believed it was my duty to make it I 
never would have laid it before the Senate. IfIam a fool about every- 
thing else I do know something about cotton, and I know this tax comes 
out of the ultimate producers, and they are not able to bear it. I was 
born on a cotton plantation; I was raised on it. All my interests are 
there. All my associations and all the connections of my life have been 
with cotton; and if I did not believe that it was my duty to make this 
motion and lay it before the Senate and insist upon a vote on it I would 
not have made it, and for the very same reasons that I made it I re- 
spectfully decline to withdraw it. 

Mr. MORGAN. In voting on this motion I do not wish to be mis- 
understood. I would vote to put this article on the free-list but for the 
fact that I see a better way of providing for the subject, in which I 
think the Senator will agree with me—at all events it is a more just 
manner in which to present it—to put this on the same footing with other 
commodities which are exported in the same condition in which they 
are imported as to drawback. Therefore I shall be compelled to vote 
against putting it on the free-list, hoping that we shall get a better pro- 
Vision, 

Mr. SHERMAN. Idonotseek toreverse what has already been done; 
but if cotton-ties are to be an exceptional article, I wish to say that I 
will myself vote for no proposition that will make an exception in favor 
of the production of any State or any portion of ourcountry. I believe 
that the defects of the bill, which are growing now, are that favoritism 
is given to particular interests and particular sections. This isa request | 
made by the cotton-planter, probably as strong a one as can be made. | 
We had yesterday a request made by the people who put up tin cans, 
although nearly all their article being of foreign manufacture the tax 
is refunded to them on its exportation, There was a demand made in 
favor of tin cans, and that was yielded. 

The other day there was a demand made in favor of scrap-iron, and 


that was yielded, though it effected greatand enormous injury. Now, 
this is a demand to have the cotton-planter made an exception. Why 


should you make an exception in favor of the cotton-planter? Why 
should you not apply the same rule to hoops that go around petroleum 
barrels, of which millions are exported, or any other form of hoop-iron— 
that used to hale hay, for instance? "We use wire now largely to bale 
hay. Why should not that be excepted? 

Mr. BARROW. Will the Senator from Ohio allow me to attemptto 
answer him now? 

Mr. SHERMAN. No;,I heard the argument of the Senator and I 
have read a good deal about it. The committee have been furnished 
with all the arguments, and none of them make a case of inequality. 
So far as the cotton-tie is re-exported or sent abroad, we pay no duty 
on cotton-ties. 

Mr. BARROW. 
question ? 

Mr. SHERMAN. 

Mr. BARROW. 


Would it interrupt the Senator for me to ask a 


+ . _ 
No, sir. 


Is there any duty upon the importation of hay ? 


Mr. SHERMAN, Oh, yes. 
Mr. BARROW. Is there upon the importation of raw cotton ? 
Mr. SHERMAN. No; but we will give it to you if you want it. 


Mr. BARROW. It will not do us any good when no country can 
compete with us. The duty does do hay good. 

Mr. SHERMAN. In other words, the South, having the absolute 
monopoly in the cotton crop, being able to compete with all the world, 
does not want duties. It is absolutely independent, and in one limited 
capacity cotton is king in this country; and yet this King Cotton, who 
is without a rival in all the markets of the world, wants the baling that 
goes around it to be excepted as against other forms of baling material, 
us against the hay, as against the petroleum barrel, as against the bar- 
rels of pork and beef, the food of our Western people. Now, sir, I 
would not vote to except the hoops that go around the beef and pork 
barrels, because it would be wrong. It makes an invidious distinction. 
lL would not ask it. That is where I stand. While I shall acquiesce 
in what has been done, while I believe the course pursued by the Sen- 
ator from Vermont is proper and right enough, because it expedites 


_ every industry bear its just proportion of the burdens of governme; 
| I do not see that there is any more hardship ia the growers of (0: 





matters, at the same time it is not just to make an exception. You 


have got to apply these rules of tariff legislation without fear, favor, 
affection, oryou'will not havea just tariff bill. Thatisall Tdesire ts...” 
Mr. BARROW. I only desire to say one word, and that is that’; 
agree with the Senator from Ohio that there ought not to be any ex.» 
tions made to the bill. The thing that I object to is that this artic 
of cotton is the only exception in the bill. 5 
Mr. SAULSBURY. I desire to say that so far as Tam conceryey 
while I have all sympathy with every agricultural interest, | ay) op. 


posed to giving any special favors to any industry in this country. | 


ton 


paying for the bale that goes around their cotton than there is jy +), 
farmer paying a duty on the sacks which he pays for to transport ix 
grain. Let every interest bear its just proportion. Cotton is one o; 
the chief interests of the country, and there is no tax upon it xcept 
the small tax that is imposed on the bale which surrounds it, \, 
have to have revenue, and every interest excepted from paying its jy; 
share of revenue throws that proportion on other interests of the coun. 
try. Iam in favor of raising sufficient revenue for the country ani 
making every business contribute its just proportion of that reveny: 
which is needed by the Government. I shall therefore vote agains: 
the proposition of the Senator from Georgia. 

Mr. BUTLER. It may look hard, coming asI do from such a large 
cotton-producing State, that I should announce my purpose to vote 
against this proposition, and yet I feel bound to do so. 

It occurs to me thatthe concession made by the chairman of the Com- 
mittee on Finance is all that we have a right to ask. It is all that has 
ever been asked of me by any constituent of mine. It seems to me to 
be perfectly fair to all interests, and the suggestion of the Senator from 
Vermont appears to me to be the correct one. If after getting through 
this bill we find that this article can be put upon the same plane with 
other exportations by asking a rebate, it will be quite time when we 
arrive at that point to provide for it. 

There is another suggestion which I will throw out as a reason why 
it strikes me that we should not adopt this amendment. It is suy 
gested to me by the Senator from Louisiana [Mr. Jonas] that the con- 
tracts have been made with reference to the tariff as it now stands, and 
it would not be fair or proper to ignore the rights of those who have 
made large purchases withthat view. Thatisan additional reason whi 
I think the Senate should not adopt this amendment as proposed by the 
Senator from Georgia. I dislike extremely to vote against it; but | feel 
bound in good faith, as was said by the Senator from Texas [Mr. Mixry], 
to sustain the position already taken upon this subject. It is all that 
has ever been asked by anybody, and I think it is about reasonalle, as 
well as fair, equitable, and proper; and hence I shall sustain it. 

Mr. BARROW. L ask for the yeas and nays. 

The yeas and nays were ordered, and the Principal Legislative Clerk 
proceeded to call the roll. 

Mr. BECK (when his name was called). I am paired with the Sena 
tor from Maine [Mr. HALE], who is absent, but believing he would 
vote ‘‘nay’’ I vote “‘nay.”’ 

Mr. GARLAND (when his name was called). I am paired on this 
question with the Senator from Vermont [Mr. EpMuNDs}. If he were 
here, I should vote *‘ yea,’ and he would vote ‘‘nay.’’ 

Mr. HARRIS (when his name was called). Upon this question | 
am paired with the Senator from Illinois [Mr. Davis]. I! he 
present, I should vote ** yea.”’ 

Mr. McDILL (when Mr. MITCHELL’s name was called). ‘11: 
tor from Pennsylvania [Mr. MITCHELL] is paired with the Senator 
Virginia [Mr. JoHNSTON]. Otherwise the Senator from Pennsylvania 
would vote ‘‘nay.’’ 

Mr. SAULSBURY (when his name was called). 
the Senator from Michigan [Mr. Ferry]. 
vote ‘‘nay.’’ 

The roll-call having been concluded, the result was announced— 
yeas 11, nays 41; as follows: 


were 


I am paired with 
If he were here, | should 


YEAS—11. 
Barrow, Farley, Ransom, Vest, 
Call, George, Slater, Walker. 
Coke, Lamar, Vance, 

NAYS—4L. ° 
Aldrich, Conger, Jackson, Morrill, 
Allison, Dawes, Jonas, Platt, 
Anthony, Gorman, Jones of Florida, Plumb, 
Bayard, Groome, Kellogg, Rollins, 
Beck, e, Lapham, ae. 
Blair, Hampton, i Sherman, 
Butler, " Mobil Voorhees, 
Camden, Hawley, Maxey, Williams. 
Cameron of Pa., Hill, Miller of Cal., 
Cameron of Wis., Hoar, Miller of N. Y., 
Chilcott, Ingalls, Morgan, 

ABSENT—&. 

Brown Ferry, Jones of Nevada, Pugh, 
Cockrell, Frye, MeMillan, Saulsbury, 
Davis of II1., Garland, McPherson, Saunders, 
Davis of W. Va., Grover, Mahone, Sewell, 
Edmunds, Harris, Mitchell, Van Wyck, 
Fair, Johnston, Pendleton, Windom. 


So the amendment was rejected. 

















The Acting Secretary read the items in lines 614, 615, 616, 617, 61s, 


619. and 620, as follows: 

pep py a eltered —. for in this act, l and 
one-quarter of 1 cent per pound. 

Cut nails and spikes, of iron or steel, 1 and one-quarter of 1 cent per pound 

Jron or steel railway fish-plates, or splice-bars, 1 and one-half of 1 cent per 

ound. 

Mr. ALDRICH. I desire to reserve the right to offer an amendment 
which has been agreed on in committee to lines 619 and 620. I have 
not the amendment at hand, but will offer it later. 

The Acting Secretary read lines 621 and 622, as follows: 

Malleable iron castings, not specially enumerated or provided for in this act, 
2 cents per pound, 

Mr. VANCE. The duty levied here upon malleable iron castings is 
nearly 60 per cent.—59.27 percent. I should like to ask why a higher 
duty is placed upon this than on other castings, or than cut nails and 
spikes of iron or steel, &c. ? 

Mr. SHERMAN. I can state that that is all answered in the word 
‘‘malleable.’”’ They are more valuable, ause they can be ham- 
mered; at least I understand that to be the meaning of the phrase. 
They are malleable castings. 

Mr. VANCE. Why should the rate per cent. be greater if there is 
a difference in the value of the article ? 

Mr. SHERMAN, The reason is that it is further advanced; it isa 
higher grade of manufacture. But I will say that the rate is reduced 
fully 25 per cent. Under the old law it was 2) cents and now it is re- 
duced to 2 cents a pound. So we have at least applied the rule of re- 
duction to this article as high as any other, that is 25 percent. I hope 
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Only $33,451.05 of revenue was collected from them last year. There 
are perhaps no articles in more common use throughout the country 
than these. | move to reduce the duty to 14 cents a pound, which will 
leave it | suppose about 50 per cent 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The question is on the amendment ot 
the Senator from North Carolina. 

Mr. VANCE called tor the yeas and nays, and they were ordered 

The Principal Legislative Clerk proceeded to call the roll. 

Mr. GROOME (when Mr. GARLAND’s name was called). Lannounce 
the pair of the Senator from Arkansas [Mr. GARLAND] with the Sena 
tor trom Vermont [ Mr. EpMUNDs}. 

Mr. SAULSBURY (when his name was called 
the Senator from Michigan [ Mr. Ferry] 
vote ** yea.’’ 

Mr. VEST (when his name was called 
ator from Kansas [ Mr. PLUMB]. 

The roll-eall was concluded 

Mr. PENDLETON. I announce that I am paired with the Senator 
from New Jersey [Mr. Sewer]. I make that 
whole day. 


I am paired with 
If he were here, 1 should 


T am paired with the Sen- 


announcement tor the 





when the committee have gone so far toward reducing taxes the Sena- 
tor will pass it over. 

Mr. PLATT. Ishouldlike tosayaword. Cast-iron pipe is 1} cents | 
per pound, reduced to 1 cent by the present bill. Castings of iron not 
specially enumerated are put here at 1} cents per pound. Those are | 
very simple processes. The malleable-iron casting is a very difficult | 
process, and one in which no malleable-iron manufacturer is sure that 
any particular lot is to come out of his furnace fit for use. There is 
great waste, indeed, of material, and I do not think that the duty of 2 
cents per pound is any higher in proportion to the cost of the article 
or the costot the process or the difficulty in the process than is the rate 
tixed upon cast-iron pipe and other castings of iron. 

Mr. VANCE. All this does not answer the question [ asked. I 
asked merely for information. There is so much about this schedule 
that | am unacquainted with, technicalities which I do not compre- | 
hend, that 1 want all the information I can get. I see that the duty 
on cast-iron pipe of every description is 35 per cent. and a fraction, and 
on malleable castings it is 59 per cent. and a fraction. Now, why is 
one almost double the other? That is the information I want. 

Mr. PLATT. One is not almost double the other. 

Mr. VANCE. One is placed at 35 per cent. and the other at 59 per 
cent. 

Mr. PLATT. The same amount of reduction has been applied in 
each case; but the reason for the higher duty on malleable castings I 
have stated, or tried to state, and that is the process is so difficult, the 
loss in it is inevitable, and the price is very much more. 

Mr. VANCE. Ofcourse all that enters into the original cost; but why 
the percentage should be so much higher on one than on the other is 
what I can not understand. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The reading will proceed. 

The Acting Secretary read lines 623 and 624, as follows: 

Wrought-iron or steel spikes, nuts, and washers, and horse, mule, or ox shoes, 
2 cents per pound. 3 

Mr. VANCE. I move to reduce that to 1} cents a pound by striking 
out “2”? and inserting ‘14,’ in line 624. The duty now is 79 per 
cent., nearly 80 per cent. 


Mr. SHERMAN. All these articles for nearly a page along here are | 
articles that are not imported into this country. Our own American | 


mechanics have practically got the trade; and probably the reduction 
proposed, if it be done with a full understanding of the value of these 
articles, might be made more or less. Practically, all these articles are 
now made in America. Senators will see from the tables before them 


that these articles of common use can be produced in this country by | 


our own people probably as cheaply as by any others. The committee 


have uniformly reduced the duties on these articles about 25 per cent. | 


It seems to me the Senator ought to be satisfied with that. When it 
comes to an article that is largely brought into thiscountry, then there 
may be some question; but where the articles are such as we know are 
made by the common blacksmiths of our country, as the horseshoes, 
and muleshoes, and oxshoes, &c., there is no occasion for a greater re- 
duction than 25 per cent. We might possibly, by making the reduc- 
tion blindly, as is proposed by the Senator from North Carolina, by re- 
ducing it about 65 per cent., do great injustice and disturb prosperous 
industries. 

Mr. VANCE. Thepresent duty is 98.45 per cent., or say 98} in round 
numbers. The proposed duty is 79 per cent. That is a reduction, not 
of 25 per cent.; it isa very small reduction; but if it was a reduction 
of a thousand per cent. when it still left the duty 79 per cent. I should 
think it would be too high. These articles yield little or no revenue. 


The result was announced—yeas 23, nays 25; as fo 
YEAS—23. 
Barrow, Cockrell, Hampton, Slat 
Bayard, Coke, Jackson, Vance, 
Beck, Farley, Jones of Faoridu, Vest 
Butler, George, Lamar, W 
| Call, Gorman, Morgan, W 
Camden, Groome, Pugh, 
NAYS—25. 
Aldrich, Dawes, Lapham, Platt 
| Allison, ‘rye Logan, Plum 
Anthony, Hale, MeDill, Rollins 
Blair, Harrison Me Millan, Sherman 
Cameron of Pa., Hawley Miller of Cal., 
Chilcott, Hill, Miller of N. Y ® 
Conger Hoar, Morrill, 
ABSENT—28 
Brown, Garland Kellogg, Saulsbury, 
Cameron of Wis., Grover, McPherson Saunders 
Davis of IIL, Harris Mahone Saw 
Davis of W. Va., Ingalls Maxey, Sew 
Edmunds, Johnston Mitchell Van Wyek, 
Fair, Jonas Pendleton Voorhees, 
Ferry, Jones of N vlan Kaunsom WW ' 


So the amendment was rejected 

Mr. ALDRICH In accordance with notice, [now offer the following 
amendment from the Committee on Finance to con 
inserting an item Jeft out of the bill by mistake 

Cut-tacks, brads, or sprigs. ! exceedil ixteen ounces to t 
cents per pound ; exceeding sixteen ounces to the thous 


r line 61S 


and, 3 cents } 


That is exactly the present rate, which is only 27 per cent. ad valorem 


The amendment was agreed to 

The Acting Sectretary read lines 625 and 626, as follows 

Anvils, 2 cents per pound 

Jron or steel rivets, bolts, with or without threads or nuts,or bolt-blin wad 
finished hinges or hinge-blanks, 2 and one-half of 1 cent per pound 


Mr. VANCE. The article just read by the Secretary is taxed undei 
the existing law 2 cents per pound, and this is an increase of one-hall 
cent per pound on the report of the Tariff Commission. — In other word 


it is restoring the present jaw Che Tariff Commission reported it 
| 2 cents per pound, which would be $2.63 per cent. [ move to 
out ‘‘and one-half of 1°’ and leave the clause ‘*2 cents per pound 
Mr. ALDRICH. The Senator trom North Carolina is mistakes 
his statement of facts, I think. The present rate is 2) cents per po 


and the rate recommended by the commission is 2) cents 

Mr. VANCE. No; I am correct—— 

Mr. BECK. Or else the print is wrong. 

Mr. VANCE. Or the computation given us by the Treasury Depart 
ment is wrong 


Mr. ALDRICH If the Senator from Kentucky will look at the com 
parative statement—— 
| Mr. BECK. Iam looking atit. ‘* Anvils, 2) cents 1 think 


intended to make it 2 cents, but I am not sure 

Mr. VANCE. On anvils? The rate on anvils is 2 cents per pound 
That has been passed and ayreed to. 

Mr. BECK. I was looking to “ anvils.” 

Mr. VANCE. No, it is ‘iron or steel rivets, bolts”? &« The pre 
ent tariff is 2} cents per pound, and according to the report of the Tani! 
Commission it would be 2 cents per pound; but according to the report 
of the Finance Committee as printed in the bill, it is2) cents per pound 
thus recommending an adherence to the present tariff duty in the fice 
of the recommendation of the Tariff Commission. 

Mr. ALDRICH. That is a misprint in the bill the Senator is read 
from. If he will look on the Tariff Commission report on page 56 | 
will find that 2! cents a pound isthe rate. If he will look at the co 
parative statement of rates published by order of the Finance Comm: 
| tee he will find it 2} cents « pound. Thereis a misprint in the bill 
| is reading from; that is all. Ifthe Senator will look to the Tariff Coin 
| mission report he will find he is mistaken. 


| Mr. VANCE. Well, sir, nevertheless, I make the motion to reduce 
| it to 2 cents per pound whether it is a mistake in the Tariff Commis- 
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sion report or whether it is a mistake in the printor amistake made by 
the enumerator at the Treasury Department. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The question is onthe amendment of 
the Senator from North Carolina [Mr. VANCE] to strike out “‘and one- 
half of 1’’ in lines 627 and 628. 

The amendment was rejected; there being on a division—ayes 18, 
noes 21. 

The Acting Secretary read the clause from line 629 to line 631 inclu- 
sive, as follows: 

Iron orstee! blacksmiths’ hammers and sledges, track tools, wedges, and crow- 
bars, 2 and one-half of 1 cent per pound. 

Mr. VANCE. I makethe verysame motion there tostrike out ‘‘ one- 
half of 1;’’ so that the clause will read: 

Iron or steel blacksmiths’ hammers and sledges, track tools, wedges, and crow- 
bars, 2 cents per pound. 

It is the same duty that is existing now, it is noreduction at all; and 
that duty is 81.28 per cent; and as this is levied on the laborers them- 
selves, the men who use these hammers, crowbars, &c., and as a reduc- 
tion would be in their interest, I makethe motion. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The question is on the amendment 
of the Senator from North Carolina [Mr. VANCr] to make the duty on 
this item 2 cents a pound. 

Mr. VANCE called for the yeas and nays. 

The yeas and nays were ordered, and the Principal Legislative Clerk 
proceeded to call the roll. 

Mr. CAMERON, of Wisconsin, (when his name was called). 
paired with the Senator from Mississippi [Mr. GrorGe]. 

Mr. CAMERON, of Wisconsin (when Mr. INGALLS’s name was 
called). ‘The Senator from Kansas Mr INGALLS] is paired with the 
Senator from Tennessee [Mr. HARRIS]. 

Mr. JONAS (when his name was called). I am paired with theSen- 
ator from New Jersey [Mr. McPHerson]. I do not know how he 
would vote on this particular motion, but I should vote ‘‘yea’’ if he 
were here. 

Mr’. McMILLAN (when his name was called). Upon this question 
1 am paired with the Senator from South Carolina [Mr. BuTLER]. If 
he were here, I should vote “‘nay.’’ 

Mr. MILLER, of California (when his name was called). 
paired with the Senator from Mississippi [Mr. LAMAR]. 

Mr. RANSOM (when his name was called). Iam paired on this 
question with the Senator from Wisconsin [Mr. SAWYER]. If he 
were here, I should vote “‘yea.’’ 

Mr. VEST (when his name was called). 
ator from Kansas [Mr. PLUMB]. 

The roll-call was concluded. 

Mr. PLATT. On this vote I am paired with the Senator from South 
Carolina [Mr. HAMPTON]. _ 

Mr. GROOME. The Senator from New York [Mr. MILLER] not 
having voted, I withhold my vote under a general pair with him. 

I also announce, while I am on my feet, the pair of the Senator from 
Arkansas [Mr. GARLAND] with the Senator from Vermont [Mr. Ep- 
MUNDs]. 


Iam 


I am 


I am paired with the Sen- 


The result was announced—yeas 18, nays 21; as follows: 
YEAS—18. 
Barrow, Cockrell, Jones of Florida, Vance, 
Bayard, Coke, Maxey, Walker, 
Beck, Farley, Mo 5 
Call, Gorman, Pugh, 
Camden, Jackson, Slater, 
NAYS—21. 
Aldrich, Conger, Hill, Morrill, 
Allison, Davis of Ill., Hoar, Rollins, 
Anthony, wes, Kellogg, Sherman. 
Blair, Frye, Lapham, 
Cameron of Pa., Harrison, I n, 
Chilcott, tawley, MeDill, 
ABSENT—37. 

Brown, Grover, McPherson, Saunders, 
Butler, Hale, Mahone, Sawyer, 
Cameron of Wis., Hampton, Miller of Cal. Sewell 
Davis of W. Va,’ Harris, MillerofN.¥., Van Wyck, 
Edmunds, Ingalls, Mitchell, Vest, 
Fair, Johnston, Pendleton, Voorhees, 
Ferry, Jonas, Platt, Windom. 
Garland, Jones of Nevada, Plumb, 
George, Lamar, Ransom, 
Groome, MeMillan, Saulsbury, 


So the amendment was rejected. 

The item from line 632 to 635, inclusive, was read, as follows: 

Iron or steel axles, parts thereof, axle-bars, axle-blanks, or forgings for axles, 
without ~ ame to the stage or state of manufacture, 2 and one-half of 1 cent 
per pound, 

The item from line 636 to line 639, inclusive, was read, as follows: 


Forgings of iron and steel, or forged iron, of whatever shape or in whatever 
stage of manufacture, not specially enumerated or provi for in this act, 2) 
cents per pound, 


The item from line 640 to line 642 was read, as follows: 


Horseshoe nails, hob nails, and wire nails, and all other wrought-iron or steel 
nails, not specially enumerated or provided for in this act, 4 cents per pound. 


Mr. COKE. I move tostrike out, inline 642, ‘4’? and insert ‘‘2}.” 
On horseshoe nails, hobnails, and wire nails, under the present tariff, 
the duty is 5 cents per pound. There was $46.10 of revenue collected 
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last year under this head, so that the duty is prohibitory. I move that 
it be reduced to 2} cents per pound, believing that it will bring these 
articles cheaper to the consumer and also bring more revenue to t}. 
Government. F 

Mr. MORRILL, _ It will be seen that, while there was only a sma) 
amount imported, theduty is not large, only 39 per cent., and it is pro- 
posed by the Committee on Finance to reduce that to 31.21 per cent 
That would seem to be a sufficient reduction, and these articles are .)) 
wrought and made by hand. 

Mr. VANCE. What would be the objection to reducing this duty jo 
a point where the thing would bring some revenue to the Government» 
It isnow practically prohibitory. If that were reduced we could reduce 
the price to the people and get something for the Government. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The question is on the amendment o; 
the Senator from Texas [Mr. Coke], tostrike out, in line 642, “4” ang 
insert ‘*2}.” 

Mr. COKE. I call for the yeas and nays. 

The yeas and nays were ordered, and the Principal Legislative Clerk 
proceeded to call the roll. 

Mr. CHILCOTT (when his name was called). 
Senator from Delaware [Mr. BAYARD]. 

Mr. HARRIS (when his name was called). I was momentarily a)- 
sent, and was paired with the Senator from Wisconsin [Mr. CAMERon]. 
I do not see himin the Chamber, and withhold my vote. I should vote 
“*vea’’ if he were here. 

Mr. JONES, of Florida (when his name was called). I am paired 
with the Senator from Maine [Mr. Frye]. If he were here, I should 
vote ‘‘ yea.”’ 

The roll-call was concluded. 

Mr. HARRIS. Oo eng. Somerton wera th 9 ge (Mr. Cam- 
ERON] is paired with the tor from Mississippi [Mr. Grorce}, | 
record my vote ‘‘yea.’’ 

Mr. GEORGE. If I were not paired as announced by the Senator 
from Tennessee, I should vote ‘‘ yea.’’ 

Mr. McMILLAN. Iam paired with the Senator from South Caro- 
lina (Mr. BuTLER]. 

I desire also to announce that my colleague [Mr. WinDoM] is paired 
with the Senator from West Virginia [Mr. Davis]. 

Mr. PLUMB. I am paired on this question with the Senator from 
Missouri [Mr. Vest]. 

Mr. CAMERON, of Wisconsin. I vote ‘‘nay.” 

The result was announced—yeas 22, nays 23; as follows: 


I am paired with the 


YEAS—22. 
Barrow, Farley, Harris, Ransom, 
Beck, Garland, Jackson, Slater, 
Call, George, Lamar, Vance, 
Camden, Gorman, Maxey, Williams. 
Cockrell, Groome, Morgan, 
Coke, Grover, » 

NAYS—23, 
Aldrich, Conger, Hoar, Morrill, 
Allison, Dawes, Lapham, Platt, 
Anthony, Edmunds I ’ Rollins, 
Blair, Harrison, McDill, Sawyer, 
Cameron of Pa., Hawley Miller of Cal. Sherman. 
Cameron of Wis., Hill, Miller of N. ¥., 

ABSENT—31. 
Bayard, Frye, Kellogg, Saunders, 
Brown, Hale, MeMillan, Sewell, 
Butler, pamaten, McPherson, Van Wyck, 
Chilcott In s, Mahone, Vest, 
Davis of Il., Johnston, Mitchell, Voorhees, 
Davisof W. Va., Jonas, Pendleton, Walker, 
ir, e Jones of Florida, Plumb, Windom. 

Ferry, Jones of Nevada, Saulsbury, 


So the amendment was rejected. 

The item in lines 643 and 644 was read, as follows: 

Boiler tubes, or flues, or stays of wrought-iron or steel, 3 cents per pound. 

The item in lines’645 and 646 was read, as follows: 

Other wrought-iron or steel tubes or pipes, 2} cents per pound. 

The item from line 647 to line 652, inclusive, was read, as follows: 

Chain or chains of all kinds, made of iron or steel, not less than three-fourths 
of one inch in diameter, 2 cents per pound ; less than three-fourths of one inch 
and not less than re ject er wy of one inch in diameter, 2} cents per pound ; less 
than three-eighths of one inch in diameter, 3 cents per pound. 

Mr. BECK. I desire to say a word in reference to that paragraph 
As to all the paragraphs we have been considering since action was 
taken on cotton-ties, from line 614 of the bill down to line 646, there 
hasbeen a general reduction varying from 10 or 15 to 20 or 25 per cent 

Mr. MORRILL. Will the Senator from Kentucky allow me to say 
a word? 

Mr. BECK. Yes, sir. 

Mr. MORRILL. If the Senator will move a reduction of one-quar- 
ter of'a cent a pound on each of these rates I will not object. 

Mr. B I think that is substantially what I proposed to do. [ 
started to say that upon all the various items we have been going over 
for the last hour in which there were reductions, the wate duty 
collected last year was only about $140,000. They are all little mat- 
ters, which nobody cares anything about, and therefore there were re 
ductions upon them all, on most of them the duties being prohibitory 
now, and on most of them they are prohibitory even at the little reduc 
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tions pro That is the character of the reductions that have been 
obtained from the Tariff Commission, but when they come to trace 
chains, in which there is something of importance, then there is an 


. ase. 
Mir. MORRILL. No. : 
Mr. BECK. I beg pardon. I| have looked into that, because when- 


ever you find a change of classification, as there is here made without. 


any cause and without any reason assigned for it, the Tariff Commis- 
<ion and the careful men who prepared this bill have always taken care 
to put in something that will put money into their pockets, and they 
have changed the character of trace-chainsin the present law in a variety 
of ways. . 

The present law is: 

Chains, trace-chains, and fence-chains made of wire or rods, not less than one- 
fourth of an inch in diameter, 2} cents per pound ; less than one-fourth of an inch 
in diameter and not under No. 9, wire gauge, 3 cents per pound; under No. 9 
wire gauge, 35 per cent. ad valorem. 

The bill before us following the report of the commission changes the 
classification to : 

Chain or chains ofall kinds, made of iron or steel, not less than three-fourths 
of one inch in diameter, 2 cents per pound; less than three-fourths of one inch 
and not less than three-eighths of one inch in diameter, 2} cents per pound ; less 
than three-eighths of one inch in diameter, 3 cents per pound, 

On all that class of trace-chains made of wire or steel between three- 
eighths and one-fourth of an inch in diameter, which embraces nearly 
all the trace-chains and other chains that are needed, there is an in- 
crease over the present law, they being put here at 3 cents per pound. 
Under the present law the rate is 2} down to 2}. Here is an addition 
of half a cent per pound; or an increase of 17 per cent. on all that class 
of chains which come in between three-eighths and two-eighths of an 
inch in diameter, and that one-eighth embraces many, indeed, I under- 
stand the majority of the chains that we bringin. The ditlerence is 
between 2} and 3 cents per pound on all of that class ofchains. If lam 
correct in saying that itadds 17 per cent., it will bring up the rate col- 
lected trom 57 to 74.7 per cent. 

That was not done by accident; there was a design in it; and I want 
some member of the Finance Committee to tell why that change was 
made. It was made by the Taritf Commission to deceive the commit- 
tee. I did notsee it until I began to suspect everything they did when 
they made a change of classification, and on figuring out the ditierence 
between the three-eighths and one-fourth, where they increase the 
rate from 2} to 3 cents, I saw that it was done for the purpose of de- 
ceiving the committee, deceiving Congress, and deceiving the country. 
I believe there never was a body of men who met together who more 
carefully concealed, more artfully concealed what they were doing than 
the Tariff Commission. When I began to read the letters of Mr. Por- 
ter, and to learn his history in various other transactions connected 
with the census and the sales of books and his present trip to Europe 
to prove that everybody is starving there, and when | began to read 
the letters published the other day my attention was called to him and 
to Mr. Kenner and others. And when I came to look at the bill and see 
the changes of classification with an increased duty upon all important 
articles that the country receives from abroad, and examined the pre- 


tended reduction that has been made, I was astonished. As I said, | 


from the time we passed the cotton-ties item until we struck this item 
the duties are prohibitory. I believe the Senate would have been bet- 
ter off, and the masses would have been better off, and we wonld have 
passed a bill much more readily if we had been disembarrassed from 


this attempt at a tariff by the Tariff Commission. It is the trouble of 


undoing and setting aside false classifications that is giving us more 
difficulty now than we should have in dealing with a tariff as an orig- 
inal proposition. 

If the Senator from Vermont will strike out the classification put in 
by this Tariff Commission in this item, unless he can give a good reason 
why there should be a change, and adopt the classification of the pres- 
ent law, and then make his proposed reduction, so that we shall under- 
stand what we are doing and what is the effect of our action, he will 


| 








make a great improvement in the bill. I do not know the effect of | 


this change of classification. I know it will increase by half a cent a 
pound, or from 17 to 20 per cent. ad valorem, under a pretense of a re- 
duction, the duty upon the class of trace-chains and other things that 
are most used by the people of the country, and I do not propose if I 
can help it to allow that false classification to be made without explana- 
tion or report under a pretense of reduction, but a substantial increase. 
I hope some member of the committee will tell why this classification 
was 

Mr. MORRILL. Mr. President, I do not desire to take any time to 
explain anything, though I think the Senator from Kentucky is de- 
cidedly mistaken, for 1 am anxious to make some progress; but 1 do 
wish to make @ proposition that I think he will accept, and that is to 
make the rate, in line 648, 1} cents; in line 650, 2 cents; and in line 
652, 2} cents per pound. That will most certainly be a substantial re- 
duction of the present rate, and I hope that that will content the Senator 
from Kentucky and that he will forgive me if I forego answering his 


unpeachment of the Tariff Commission on every occasion that he gets up. | 


. BECK. The only reason I desire an answer in this regard is to 


%¢ Whether I am doing the Tariff Commission injpstice. If they have | 


any reason for making these changes and an increase of half a ceut 
pound or 20 per cent. upon items that the people want, while they wer 
pretending to make a reduction of 20 per cent., I should like to hear it 

Mr. ALDRICH. Ifthe Senator desires a statement, I think I can 
show him very readily that he is mistaker. 

Mr. BECK. Am I mistaken in saying that there is an increase over 
the present rate in that class of chains between one-fourth and three 
eighths of an inch in diameter? 

Mr. ALDRICH. The Senator is not mistaken in that 

Mr. BECK. What was that for? 

Mr. ALDRICH. But there is a very great reduction on every other 
grade. ; 

Mr. BECK. But that is the large and important one; and why was 
that change made? That is what I desire to understand. 

Mr. ALDRICH. That is only one-fourth of a cent a pound 

Mr. BECK. Why is that one-fourth of a cent added, or 20 per 
cent. more, the Tariff Commission giving us an increase whil pretend 
ing to make reductions? 

Mr. ALDRICH. I do not know what basis the Senator } 
ing that the large importations are between one-fourth 
eighths of an inch in diameter. 

Mr. BECK. I have information from the public documents of the 
country and from men who profess to know, and I want to know now 
why the Tariff Commission made that change, in whose interest it was 
In other words, if they made a change without cause and under a false 
pretense, then I say “‘ false in one thing, false in all things.’’ Nearly 
two millions of pounds are imported of these articles, 1,518,930, and 
how much comes under this class I do not know. 

Mr. ALDRICH. The reduction on all the other grades is trom a halt 
to three-fourths of a cent a pound. That is the reduction on every 
grade except the one which the Senator names. 

Mr. BECK. I deny it. 

Mr. ALDRICH. And the difference in language was made, I sup 
pose, because under the old law there were two kinds of classification, 
one alluding to the one-eighth of an inch, and the other to the wir 
gauge. The commission have made it uniform in the present bill in 
stead of using the wire gauge in one part and the eighths of inches in 
the other part. 

Mr. MORRILL. I will make the motion I suggested to the Senator 
from Kentucky: To insert 1} cents on line 648; on line 650, 2 cents 
and on line 652, 2} cents. I think that will content my friend fron 
Kentucky. 

Mr. BECK. The first proposition is 1}, the next 2, and the next 2 
cents? 

Mr. MORRILL. Yes, sir 

Mr. BECK. I think that is a sensible reduction 

Mr. COCKRELL. Now let the clause be reported as amended 

Mr. VANCE. Will not the Senator from Vermont make the last 
mentioned class 2 cents per pound ? 

Mr. MORRILL. No, sir. 

Mr. VANCE. That is the chain that holds the plow 

Mr. MORRILL. No. 

Mr. VANCE. Which chain holds the plow ? 

Mr. MORRILL. A much larger one. 

Mr. VANCE. The Senator from Vermont, I am afraid, has not seen 
many plows. 

Mr. MORRILL. Yes, I have, and sold trace-chains and plows too 

Mr. VANCE. Less than tliree-eighths of an inch in diameter is the 
chain which pulls the plow, and is the chain in most common use in 
this country; and the reduction he proposes from the bill brings them 
back, as I understand, to the old rate. 

Mr. MORRILL. Oh,no. As the proposition now stands in the bill 
it is lower than the old rate in the general class 

Mr. VANCE. Any onewho will take the time to make the calcula 
tion (I can not make it hurriedly in this way) will see that the pro 
posed reduction on the larger kind of chain is greater than the proposed 
reduction on the smaller ones used by the farmers 

Mr. MORRILL. No, I propose one-fourth of acent reduction on the 
larger ones and half a cent on the smaller ones. 

Mr. VANCE. The Senator will observe that owing to there being 
less labor in the manufacture of the large chains, or trom some other 
cause with which I am not acquainted, the total percentage of duty on 
the large chains is very much greater than it is on the small ones, and 
still they are’not upon an equality by the proposed reduction of the 
Senator from Vermont. I do not think that in the interest of agricult- 
ure and in the interest of the great majority, which we should consult, 
the latter enumeration, to wit, ‘‘all chains lessthan three-eighths of 1 
inch in diameter,’’ should be put at 2 cents a pound. 

Mr. BECK. I desire to say to the Senator from North Carolina that 
while there is a reduction in the other, the proposition of the Senator 
from Vermont in regard to that one item, between three-cighths and one- 
fourth of an inch in diameter (under which, as lam advised, the largest 
number of chains do come in), only seeks to restore the present law, 
whichis 2} centsa pound upon all chains bet ween three-eighthsand one- 
fourth of an inch in diameter 

Mr. VANCE. ‘That is precisely what I stated. 

Mr, BECK The amendment brings it down to the present law 
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The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The question is on the amendment 
of the Senator from Vermont [Mr. MorRILL]. 

The amendment was agreed to. 

Mr. VANCE.  Lask whether, after the adoption of the amendment of 
the Senator from Vermont, to which I have no objection, as to the largest 
item, my motion would be in order to reduce the duty on the smaller 
size? 

Phe PRESIDENT protempore. Not if the amendments were agreed 
to ina lump; but there can be a separate vote if any one calls for it, and 
the Chair will regard the question as open. 

Mr. MORRILL. LT hope the Senator from North Carolina will not 
higywle about it, for I have tried to meet him, as far as I could, at least 
half way. I trust the Senatorwill not insist on the further considera- 
tion of this item. 

‘ir, VANCE. Well, Mr. President, it is very hard to resist the ap- 
peal which the Senator from Vermont makes, and I will not make a 
further stand now, but reserve the motion to strike out ‘‘ three ’’ and 
insert ‘two cents’? in the Senate. 

the PRESIDENT pro tempore.‘ Three ’’ has been stricken out. 

he tem in line 653 was read, as follows: 
Cross cul saws, 8 cents per linear foot, 

rhe item from line 654 to line 656, inclusive, was read, as follows: 

Mill, pit, and drag saws, not over 9 inches wide, 10 cents per linear foot; over 
9 inches wide, 15 cents per linear foot. 

The item in line 657 was read, as follows: 

Circular saws, 30 per cent. ad valorem 

Mr. VANCE. I rise to an inquiry forinformation. Why is the duty 
on circular saws about twice as great as it is upon cross-cut saws? 
One is about 15 per cent., as I make the calculation, and the other 30. 

Mr. MORRILL. If the Senator had read the bill he would have 
seen that one is by the foot and the other ad valorem. 

Mr. VANCE. I know; but when they are all reduced to ad valorem 
one is 30 and the other 15 per cent, 

Mr. MORRILL, Circular sawsare put in here because they were an 
uncnumerated article before, 

Mr. VANCE. Still that does not answer my question; but let it go. 

Mr. BECK. This is one of the little matters where they made re- 
ductions. 1 have been expecting the Senator from Ohio to rise and ex- 
plain and ask that this item be put on the free-list, because while he 
was Secretary of the Treasury he recommended that all the things 
which did not bring $10,000 or upward be made free, as there was so 
much difficulty and trouble in collecting the revenues, All these duties 
are prohibitory now, and the reduction proposed does not amount to 
anything. 

The item in lines 658 and 659 was read, as follows: 

Hand, back, and all other saws not specially enumerated or provided for in 
this act, 40 per cent. ad valorem. 

Mr. COKE. I move to strike out ‘‘40”’ and toinsert ‘‘20;’’ so as to 
read **20 per cent, ad valorem.’’ 

i tind that the present rate of duty is 40 per cent., and that $21.30 
and $50.97 were collected in one year upon the importations of these 
saws, making about $72 collected. The duty appears to be prohibitory. 
I move that 40 per cent. be stricken out and 20 per cent. inserted, be- 
lieving that it will produce greater revenue while cheapening the article 
to the consumer. 

Mr. MORRILL. I trust that will not be done. The saws of this 
description made in this country are the most beautiful article made in 
the world. They are made by very ingenious mechanics, and the present 
duty upon them is only 43 per cent., and it has been reduced by this 
item to 40 per cent. There are some descriptions to which a lesser rate 
might possibly be made to apply. There are others that could not en- 
dure it. I trust, therefore, that the amendment of the Senator from 
Texas will not prevail. 

Mr. VANCE. IL support with great pleasure the amendment of the 
Senator from Texas. These saws that are used by hand are used by all 
the carpenters and almost every farmer in the country. I want to put 
in the testimony of Mr. James E. Emerson, a saw manufacturer in the 
United States, contained in an address which he made before the na- 
tional tariff convention, in New York, in November, 1881, in which he 
makes use of the following language: 

We have been able to enter the English market with our saws. The largest 
saw manufacturer in the United States to-day has a place of business in the city 
of London, Weare exporting saws from the United States into Canada and into 
other colonies of Great Britain; and we have been enabled by the skill and 
genius of American mechanics to place upon the market an article with which 
we can compete with them right in their own market. 

If that is so, why should a duty of 40 per cent. be placed upon the 
common handsaw in wniversal use throughout the country, a necessary 
appendage to every cottage and every farmstead in the United States ? 

Mr. MORRILL. That could be done only in this way: Where they 
import the plate-steel and manufacture the saws and get a drawback 
upon it. From articles exclusively made of eur own product they 
might possibly be exported in some instances so as to compete; but I 
assure the Senator from North Carolina that there is not a mechanic in 
his State who would use a foreign-made saw in preference to an Ameri- 
can saw. 


Mr, VANCE, That may be. Then if the article made here is so 





much superior to the other, certainly the superior article does not neu 
a high protective tariff to protect it against the inferior article in  |ayq 
where people are outside of the lunatic asylum. 

Mr. MORRILL. They have been cheapened more than 40 per cep; 
within the last twenty-five years. 

Mr. VANCE. Does the Senator mean that the tariff has cheapened 
them ? 

Mr. MORRILL. I do mean to say that the protection afforded has 
given rise to their manufacture in various places, and especially jy 
Philadelphia, where a very beautiful article is made to a large amount 

Mr. VANCE. They have been cheapened in England in precisely 
the same ratio that they have been here. Does the Senator conten 
that our tariff has cheapened the English article ? 

Mr. MORRILL. Of course we have to compete there, as we alway. 
do all over the world. . 

Mr. VANCE. That is the most wonderful thing that I have found 
yet; and I have heard of a Yankee who invented a scarecrow so fright- 
ful that it not only made the crows quit pulling up corn but made them 
bring back all that they had pulled up thespring before. [Laughter ] 
It seems to me if wecan pass a tariff law here that will absolutely reduce 
everything in England, the higher we make it the better, and the 
sooner we get at it the better. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The question is on the amendment 
of the Senator from Texas [Mr. CoKE], to reduce the rate from 40 per 
cent. ad valorem to 20 per cent. ad valorem. 

Mr. MORRILL. I ask for the yeas and nays. 

The yeas and nays were ordered, and the Principal Legislative Clerk 
proceeded to call the roll. 

Mr. GEORGE (when his name was called). I am paired with the 
Senator from Wisconsin [Mr. CAMERON]. If he were here, I should 
vote ‘‘ yea.”’ 

Mr. JONAS (when his name was called). Iam paired with the Sen- 
ator from New Jersey [Mr. MCPHERSON]. If he were present, I should 
vote ‘‘yea.’’ 

Mr. PLUMB (when his name was called). On this question I am 
paired with the Senator from Missouri [Mr. Vest]. If he were present, 
I should vote ‘‘nay.”’ 

Mr. SAULSBURY (when his name was called). I am paired with 
the Senator from Michigan [Mr. Ferry]. If he were here, I should 
vote ** yea.”’ 

The roll-call was concluded. 

Mr. BLAIR (after having voted in the negative). I am paired with 
the Senator frem Georgia [Mr. BARRow]. I withdraw my vote. 

The result was announced—yeas 21, nays 27; as follows: 

YEAS—21. 


Bayard, Garland, Jones of Florida, Slater, 

: Groome, Lamar, Vance, 
Butler, Grover, Maxey, Williams. 
Cockrell, Hampton, a. 

Coke, Harris, Pugh, 
Farley, Jackson, Ransom, 

‘ NAYS—27. 

Aldrich, Dawes, Ingalls, Miller of N.Y., 
Allison, Edmunds, Kellogg, Morrill, 
Anthony, Frye, Lapham, Platt, 
Cameron of Pa., Harrison, Logan, Rollins, 
Chilcott, Hawley, McDill, Sawyer, 
Conger, Hill, MeMillan, Van Wyck. 
Davis of TL, Hoar, Miller of Cal., 

ABSENT—28. 
Barrow, Fair, Jones of Nevada, Saunders, 
Blair, Ferry, McPherson, Sewell, 
Brown, George, Mahone, Sherman, 
Call, Gorman, Mitchell, , 
Camden, Hale, Pendleton, Voorhees, 
Cameron of Wis., Johnston, Plumb, Walker, 
Davis of W. Va., Jonas, Saulsbury, Windom. 


So the amendment was rejected. 

The next paragraph, from line 660 to line 666, was read, as follows 

Files, file-blanks, rasps, and floats of all cuts and kinds, four inches in length 
and under, 35 cents per dozen ; over four inches in length and under nine inches, 
75 cents per dozen; nine inches in length and under fourteen inches, $1.50 per 
dozen; fourteen inches in length and over, $2.50 per dozen. 

Mr. BECK. I only desire to say that that isa very important item, 
and one to which the committee has given much attention. _I see the 
Senator from Rhode Island [Mr. ALDRICH] on hisfeet. I believe that 
he understands it; I confess that I do not. 

Mr. ALDRICH. I will state the effect of the provision as compared 
with the present law, if the Senator desires. 

Mr. BECK. Ido. 

Mr. ALDRICH. The duty by the present law on 18-inch files 's 
$4.93, reduced by the present bill to $2.50; on 16-inch, from $3.65 to 

2.50; on 12-inch, from $1.73 to $1.50; on 8-inch, from 83 cents to“ 
cents. It isa reduction on all grades except the very finest and smalle~t 
files, and on them there is no reduction whatever. 

Mr. VANCE. There is so much noise in the Chamber that I could 
not hear all that the Senator from Rhode Island said. I understood 
him to claim, however, that this is a reduction upon all the grades 


except one. 
Mr. ALDRICH. Yes, sir. 
Mr. VANCE. I have been furnished by the New York importers 
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with a statement of the importation of files, the present duty, the pro- 
posed duty upon them, and the price abroad, which I will ask to have 
the Secretary read, by which it will be shown that the duty is enor- 
ously increased upon all. ; , 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The Secretary will read the paper. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. Is that a printed statement, Mr. President? 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. It is a printed statement. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. Is it signed by somebody? 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. It is not. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. Then it will bereadas part of the Senator’s speech. 
There will be no objection to that. 

Mr. VANCE. As the reading of figures is tedious, if there is any 
objection to the reading I ask the privilege of the paper being printed 
asa portionof my remarks. It is a short statement. 

Mr. ALDRICH. If permission is given to me to insert a statement 
py responsible parties who are willing to give their names I have no 
objection to that being done. ‘ I will say that the statements made in 
the paper Which the Senator from North Carolina has sent to the desk 
are misleading. Hesaysthey are made bya New York importer. That 
they are erroneous is shown by the statement which I hold in my hand. 
[submit a statement of the Nicholson File Company, of Providence, 
Rhode Island, as follows: 

TARIFF ON FILES. 
Argument by Nicholson File Company. 
PROVIDENCE, December 28, 1882. 

First. Specific duty as distinct from ad valorem or compound is asked for by 
the commissioners as being desirable on files. 

Second. Mr. L. McMullen, an examiner in the appraiser's department New 
York custom house, in his testimony before the commissioners (see pawe 434, 
Mise. Doc. 6, part 2, last two paragraphs) truly says, speaking of saws and files, 
that there are hardly any imported at this time on account of the progress that 


has been made in improving the quality and cheapening the production and 
suggests a specific duty of so much a pound. 


were eight inches and under in length, and of the finer cuts, suct 
jewelers, dentists, watchmak 

work in machine shops, and 
rate of duty applies 





rs, siiversmiths, and in the finer grades of t 


| Eighth. Under the existing tariff the duty not er ter s 
| 10 cents per pound and percent. ad. or ‘ miele t 
|} pound and 30 percent. ad valor: which, when ed to the clos: 
re ferred to, offers little protect min the wav of » fic aut = the we 1» 
dozen isso smalla factor, especially wpon the sma es, hes a’ nde 
which constitute the great bulk of this class of trade 

Ninth. The files made by Stubs, Grobet Wi \ tier. it should be re ‘ 
are not invoiced from what is known as t Sh adoli but from very i \ 

| higher lists, issued by each of th " nye 

| which may be tixed upon should be ise ub not uy th 
cheaper or Sheflield grades 

Tenth. The tariff on files as reported is suceested tothe Tarif? Cor ny 

| by acommittee appointed especially for t ryyose el ir 
ers’ Association of the United States: and) \ th | hy 
is embodied in an unsigned circular dated “New Y« ! and 
sent to the Finance Committee of the Senat e. hown 
upon certain sizes and cheaper grades of lis not 
higher than it should be if applied to the k \ Lot the 
present time. Especially is this true of is been 
shown require a much higher spe« d \ \ ised 
cost at port of shipment. 

Eleventh. To prepare ourselves to produc “ 
which have hitherto been and still are entirely ‘ 
have already expended large sums of money lin 
supplying our American mechanics with ! rrack 
and kind known at the present day, and the ob) e over 
come is the lack of suitable protection uy x ul wth 
as against the cheap, half-paid laborers of europe, Ss 1 

| The nature of this work is such that but comparatively | lye 

| safely applied, thus necessitating, if these ¢ is are prodtues his t 

| the employment of careful and skilled workmen to a much extent th 
in the ordinary or coarser grades of files 

Mr. BECK. But we must vote on the question. Why not state ex 





Third, We admit that in view of the multiplicity of kinds and cuts which in | 


themselves can be so subdivided as to increase their cost more than twofold 
while in many cases to the casual observer the difference would hardly b« 


discernible, that a specific duty would prevent the possibility of undervaluation. | 


Fourth. It should, however, be borne in mind that any specific duty of so much 
per dozen or per pound which will afford protection to the average-value file 
will afford little protection to the finer grades, while on the coarser grades the 
duty might be too large. The following figures will show the wide range of 
values, being based on the cost price in Liverpool, England: 


Kinds, and degrees of coarseness. 


long 





4 inches 


Flat, mill, half-round, square, round : 





If dead-smooth or fine-cut... $128) S857 &0 Th 
If bastard OF COATSE-CUL..............c.ccecceeseceeceeeeeseeceeeees 60 1 SS 5 38 
The difference in value is..................c00...008 [on 68 j i 69 ‘a 





Showing increased cost on account of fineness of cut and extra labor of 112 | 


per cent., 90 per cent., and 81 per cent.; and these differences in the cost of the 
kinds namedare not exceptional and would hold practically good throughout all 
the range of files manufactured. 

Fifth. If, assuggested by A ppraiser McMullen,the duty should be fixed at so muel 
per pound, the varying weights would require several classifications, otherwise 
the 18-inch file of the coarser grades would be protected thirteen times as much 
as the 3-inch, and the finer grades of files will have but about half the protection 
of the coarser grades, as will be seen by the following table : 











| ee ; 5 o © 

st oe) ee 

Kinds, and degrees of coarseness. | Hele 3 | Be 

oy | ee | Ze 

Lowe | Sem a 

}o | 
——$—$—$__—_—_—_—_—_—__|_—__ 
Flat, mill, half-round, square, round: | } 

rd or coarse-cut, cost in Liverpool ............000..000008 $0 60} $188) $7 50 
Suppose a duty of 25 cents per pound, it would be......... 5| 150 8 25 





The equivalent ad valorem would be, 8} per cent, 80 per cent., 110 per cent. 

Or if applied to the finer cuts of dead-smooth would equal 4 per cent., 42 per 
cent., 60 per cent. 

Thus showing that in fixing the duty on files at so much per dozen or per 
pound, unless it is fixed upon each inch, it must necessarily vary widely in the 
protective power, and even if so fixed, as was shown in illustration under par 
agraph 4, the sum total must apply to 60 cents; must also apply to $1.28. 

Sixth. We have thus far referred to files known as Shefiield files, from whence, 
up to within comparatively few years, from 90 to % per cent. of all the files 
brought into this country have come. But under the protection of the Morril! 
tariff, which, during the eleven years, 1867 to 1877, inclusive, averaged about 51 
per cent. on all classes of files, the range, however, being from 33 per cent. on 
the smallersizes and finer grades to 78 per cent. on some of the larger sizes and 
coarser grades, the ingenuity and skill of our mechanics has been successfully 
devoted to the production of the larger sizes and coarser kinds, until at the pres- 
ent time, he d the force of competition, American-made files are sold in this coun- 
try, notwithstanding the high price of labor and cost of living, 20 percent. lower 
than they were before the Morrill tariff went into effect, or, say, in 1859 or L860. 


actly what it is? 
Mr. EDMUNDS. He did state before. 
Mr. BECK. I confess that after working at this question of tiles for 
weeks, as the Senator knows, adopting first one view and then another 
finally I did not know what to do and quit in absolute despair, ne) 


| understanding it, and I do not understand it now 

Mr. ALDRICH I have already stated the effect of the changes. 1 
will restate it if the Senator desire or | will make a more caretul and 
elaborate statement and will point out the ¢ ] ny erro and mistakes 
of the printed statement which the Senator trom North Carolina ha 
sent to the Seere tary *s desk 

Mr. bk kK I want to vote intel enthy that is ll l eare a ul 

Mr. VANCE. I want to say in answer to the Senator from Rhod 
Island that I have a letter at my room containing the names of the firm 
who sent me that statement, which I have not her I will try te] 
duce it I think it is a reliable statement At all events, | think it 
comes from areliable firm. Of course I donot know whether thy ute 
nent 1s correct or not 

The paper submitted by Mr. VANCE is as follow 
Table showing the ad valorem ¢ j a f of th presea f mived rate of duties 

on cortain kinds of files, uw their pros t wholesale market price in Nhet 


Seventh. We have not the data at hand to state positively what proportion of 


the files that are brought into this country at the present time are of this coarser 
grade, Sheffield goods, but we assume, and venture the opinion, that not 20 per 
cent. of the entire importation of files during 1882 were of this class, and the bal- 
ance of the importations, over 80 per cent., was made up of files manufactured 
by Peter Stubs, of Warrington, England, and F. L. Grobet and Vantier & Sons, 


h of Geneva, in Switzerland, and, further, that the great bulk of these files | - 


field, and the ad valorem equivalent of the 


rate of duty on 
the same files at the same prices 
‘ } 


proposed spec 


DUTIES ON ENGLISIL FILES 


Present duty Proposed new duty 





j ae 
es 
Description of files. teh 
Rate. Rate 2-3 
> 
Taper saw files: Per et ] 
3 inches.... 10c. per lb. and 30 per ct 6) | Be. per doz ra 
s} inches aor RS 305 do 71 
finches do 1! do 6a 
f) inches do 41) Tde. per doz 123 
5 inches pine’ dO 17 do 112 
5. inches : do 51 do 95 
Mill bastard 
10 inches 10c. per Ib. and 30 per ct t $1.50 per doz ed 
4 inches 6c. per Ib. and 30 per ct 4 $2.50 per doz 6s) 
Flat bastard 
finches lOc. per Ib. and 30 per ct 4 per doz yo 
6 inches do 51 «, per doz KS, 
14 inches..... be, per Ib. and 304 oO per doz 64 
Half-round bastard 
* 6 inches Ie, per Ib. and 30 7 ct i] Te, per doz 88} 
10 inches do i £1.50 per doz 82h 
14 inches 6c. per Ib. and 30 per et 0 per doz 6s 
Round bastard 
6 inehe Ife. per Ib. and 30 per ef Te, per doz RN, 
S inches ! 1, do ’ 
10 inches do 10 2150 per doz R24 
I4 inches 6c. per Tb. and 30 per ct 4 3.0) per doz ORY 
Square bastard 
6 inches..... luc. per Ib. and 30 per ct 10 75e. per doz, RAL 
§ inches le 45 do n9 
10 inches do a $1.50 per doz #2) 
14 inches 6c, per Ib. and 30 per et 5). $2.50 per doz 65, 





_ . 
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Mr. ALDRICH. Thestatement submitted by the Senator from North 
Carolina is based on quoted prices abroad of the lowest grade and cost 
of tiles. Lf the better grade of ‘‘dead-smooth”’ had been taken, a dif- 


ference in price would have been shown on 4-inch files of 113 percent. ; | 


on 10-inch, of 90 percent. ; on 16-inch, of 81 per cent. The anonymous 
circular takes, I believe, the lower prices for the coarse cuts in every case, 
while the statement which | have made showing the effect of the pro- 


posed changes and showing a reduction of from 9 to 30 per cent. upon | 


present rates is based upon the average cost of all cuts and sizes of the 
various kinds of files. 

Mr. VANCE. Of course ] am not competent to tell whether that 
statement is correct or not. I suppose that the prices-current quoted 
in the newspapers would correct any errors that might have been made 
in the statement that I might make or that the Senator might make; 
but T want to say that eircumstances are against the statement that he 
puts in. The manner of enumerating and of classifying these files is 
entirely changed in the bill, and there is no reason assigned for it. 
\lthough the duty was specific before, it is now made specific by the 
dven. | coneur in what the Senator from Kentucky asserted a while 

ce, that I have known nowhere any change from one duty to the 


\ ih an increase of the duty. 

| do not see any reason why the classification of these files should 
ln’ changed, and the manner of levying the duty should be changed 
also, unless there is something to be gained by it. Formerly, the rate 
was 3 cents per pound and 30 per cent. ad valorem, and 6 cents per 
pound and 30 per cent. ad valorem, according to the classes. It seems 
now that the method of classification is changed to 75 cents, $1.50, and 
72.50 per dozen. 

Mr. ALDRICH. I willstate very briefly the reasons for making this 
change. They are two: first, to simplify the classification and prevent 
fraud; and, second, to prevent a decrease in rates, which the manufact- 
urers were unwilling to subinit to on the smaller and finer classes of 
files, such as I holdin my hand, and which are used by jewelers, watch- 
makers, and dentists, and in which the proportion of the cost of labor 
is about 90 per cent. of the whole cost of the file. They are wonderful 
pieces of mechanism, creditable to American mechanics, and I would 
ask Senators tocxamine them. Files of this class are now made almost 
entirely in Switzerland and in England, by three manufacturers. Sev- 
eral manutacturing establishments in this country are, however, now 
preparing to make them. While they do not object to a reduction on 


all the larger sizes, they protest against a reduction upon the smaller | 


and finer files to which I have alluded. 

I will make one more statement. In 1861, when what is known as 
the Morrill tariff went into effeet, 90 per cent. of all the files used in this 
country were made abroad. 
are made in the United States; and notwithstanding the increased cost 
of labor over what it was at that time, files to-day are 20 per cent. 
cheaper than they were in 1861, which I think isa very creditable show- 
ing for the skill and the energy of American manufacturers. 

Mr. VANCE. I should like to ask the Senator if the statement he 
submits is from the manufacturers of tiles in this country. 

Mr. ALDRICH. It is from a responsible manufacturer whose name 
is signed to the paper which I present. 

Mr. VANCE. ‘The one is a statement by the importersof the goods, 
and the other a statement by the manufacturers. I leave it there. 

Mr. BAYARD. I can not doubt that the schedule proposed by the 
change does work a very considerable advance in the duty upon files. 
The duty on machinery is 35 per cent. ad valorem; and where is the 
mivantage that this most necessary tool in the making of all machinery 
shall have the benefit derived from a cheapened crude material taken 
away from it by fixing at a high rate the instrument by which ma- 
chinery is chiefly made? It is as clear a tax upon labor as I think can 
well be imagined or stated. Despite all the advance in machinery the 
tile is still the very basis of machine-making. You may adopt what 
materials you please, but in the end you must place your work under 
the file. Why is an implement, a tool necessary to unskilled labor and 
necessary toskilled labor? Why should the very creative force of Amer- 
ican labor be subject to an increased tax? It certainly can not be con- 
tended that that is necessary. We have already by a proposed schedule 
to this tariff reduced the duty on the crude material of which files are 
made, and every day invention is making steel cheaper and cheaper. 
Why, then, should it be that thisadvance—tor advance, I submit to my 
friend from Rhode Island, it undoubtedly is—in the tariff schedule, 
which the Senator from Kentucky says is almost always found to ac- 
company a change in the phraseology and arrangement of the schedules, 
why should it be now insisted upon to destroy the very advantages that 
invention has brought about in the making of steel, and the improve- 
ments by which files are made and files are cleaned ? 

I know of one industry connected with this particular tool, the sand 
blast, which enables files to be restored to their original sharpness. I 
believe the machines are used at the Government machine-shops. Why, 
when this essential facility in our manufactures is progressing, should it 
be arrested by an increased tax? It is that idea that it seems to me 


has prevailed, so that just as fast as human ingenuity discovers labor- 


aiding and |»bor-saving methods, the benefit which was intended for 


that did not have some object in it, and that object was connected | 


To-day 90 per cent. of the files used here | 


mankind, in this country at least, is cut off by some tax law and by sux 
. : . “f° . . “le 
| thing which makes it more and more difficult for our people to get the benw. 
| fit of the progress of modern invention, That seems to be the ¢) 
| stantly recurring feature of the tax laws as proposed here. Why y,. 
| it that this tariff schedule was so recast that you can scarcely rece; ,, 
| the subject by comparing the present law and the proposed law» | do 
| not doubt that these figures are correct, that there is the advance as po», 
_ resented in thestatement presented by the Senator from North Caro|ip. 
| running from 34 to 123 per cent. ? 

I trust there will not be an advange in this essential primary too) ,, 
the manufacture of machinery. 

Mr. MORRILL. The Senator from Delaware is certainly misty), 
in supposing that the rate proposed now increases the cost of tiles to the 
unskilled labor of the country or even to the carpenter, blacksmith, anu 
joiner. The rates proposed to be substituted are lower for all of thes, 
articles, and are only increased on the very fine articles such as are yseq 
by dentists and jewelers. The present rate is 10 cents per pound and 
| 30 per cent. ad valorem on all files not exceeding ten inches in lengt) 
| and above that 6 cents per pound and 30 percent. ad valorem. ||, 
rate proposed here is a very considerable reduction upon all the large) 
classes of files, and it only reaches these smaller and very {fine articles 
that do not take a large amount of steel and it is simplified trom the old 

tariff to a specific rate. 
Mr. VANCE. There is no motion pending, I believe? 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. None. 

Mr. VANCE. I move, then, to strike out that paragraph relating to 
files, from line 660 to line 666 inclusive, and insert the classification of 
the present law: 

Files, file-blanks, rasps, and floats, not exceeding ten inches in length, 40 per 
cent. ad valorem; exceeding ten inches in length, 35 per cent. ad valorem 

That will very nearly conform to the present law with a very slight 
reduction. 

Mr. ALDRICH. I hope that will not be done. I think the Senatoy 
from Delaware could not have heard my denial, which I meant to make 
| as emphatic as language could make it, that this is an increase over th: 
| present rates. I say that it is a decrease on the large sizes of 30 per 
| cent., on the medium sizes of about 13 per cent., and on some of th 

smaller sizes of about 9 percent. The only place where the present 
| rate is retained is ou the very small and very fine files to which! have 
called the attention of the Senate. 

If the amendment of the Senator from North Carolina should p 
it would stop immediately the manutacture of these fine files in tl 
United States and transfer their manufacture back to Switzerland and 
England. They are not used by the masses of the people at all. No 
man in the State of North Carolina, unless it be a dentist or a wat! 
maker, is interested to the extent of one-tenth of acent in the questio 
whether the duty on these files is 40 or 50 per cent.; whether it) 
as it is now or is reduced. If the Senator desires to strike down: 
dustry which has just commenced in this country his amendment ou, 
to prevail, otherwise it ought not. 

Mr. VANCE. I do not know why the Senator undertook to say so 
knowingly that such and such articles are not used in North Carolina. 
Perhaps they are, and perhaps they are not. That is not the question 
but there is one thing very certain: they arenotmade there. | have no 
doubt in the world of that. I should like toask the Senator how many 
factories in the United States are engaged in the manufacture of thes 
small files? 

Mr. ALDRICH. But very few. 

Mr. VANCE. How many? 








Mr. ALDRICH. Probably ten or twelve. 

Mr. VANCE. Where are they located ? 

Mr. ALDRICH. In various States in the East. 

Mr. VANCE. Are there any in the Senator’s own State? 

Mr. ALDRICH. Yes, sir; two I think. 

Mr. VANCE. How many? 

Mr. ALDRICH. Two, and others in New Jersey and in Massachu 


setts—and I think in other manufacturing States. 

Mr. VANCE. On what authority does the Senator undertake tosay 
that my constituents do not use them ? 

Mr. ALDRICH. I said no one outside of a few dentists and watch- 
makers, for no one else, except jewelers, silversmiths, and makers ©! 
fine tools uses these files in any State. 

Mr. VANCE. And the Senator is sure that the factories would di 
immediately if the duty was placed as I propose ? 

Mr. ALDRICH. The factories would not die, but as the manulact- 
ure of these files requires 90 per cent. of labor the workmen would «ie, 
or else they would stop the manufacture in his country. 

Mr. VANCE. Well, Mr. President, I do not like to be the cause 0! 
anybody’s death, but I insist upon my amendment. I disavow an) 
malice, and therefore I shall not be guilty of murder. 

Mr. DAVIS, of West Virginia. I understand from the Senator trom 
Rhode Island that the present bill reduces as a whole the duty upon 
files. 

Mr. ALDRICH. I do say that most emphatically. 

Mr. DAVIS, of West Virginia. All those used in the common estab 
lishments and about the saw-mills? 
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Mr. ALDRICH. Yes, sir. 

Mr. DAVIS, of West Virginia. And on those things the country is 
generally interested in, files used in blacksmith’sshops, Xc., itis a reduc- 
tion? 

Mr. ALDRICH. I do say sO. 

Mr. DAVIS, of West Virginia. I think the amendment of the Sena- 
tor from North Carolina on that class of files will increase the duty. I 
hope he will confine his amendment to the small files, for itis very im- 


portant, as every blacksmith’s shop in his State as well as mine uses | 


the large files. His amendment increases the duty on those. 
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| sheared, or stamped shapes, or blanks of sheet or plate steel, or combination of 


| 


Mr. VANCE. What is the present duty on the large, coarser files? | 


I see the average duty is put down by the accountant of the Treasury 
Department at 44.83 per cent. ; . re’ 

Mr. ALDRICH. The duty on 19-inch files at present is $4.93 a 
dozen. This reduces it to $2.50 a dozen, a reduction of nearly 50 per 


cent. - ‘ ' 
Mr. SLATER. Statement No. 26 from the Treasury Department, | 


‘Home Consumption and Imposts, Imported Merchandise entered for 
Consumption in the United States,’’ puts the largest files coming in last 
year now spoken of at 40.13 and all files at 57.65 per cent. on the aver- 


age. : : : 
“Mr. ALDRICH. This reduces it on the very largest sizeabout 30 | 


yer cent. from that rate. 


The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The question is on the amendment 


of the Senator from North Carolina [Mr. VANCE]. 
Mr. VANCE called for the yeas and nays, and they were ordered. 
Mr. BAYARD. Mr. L. MeMullen, examiner in the appraisers’ de- 


steel and iron, punched or not punched; hammer-molds or swaged steel; gun 
molds, not in bars; alloys used as substitutes for steel tools; all descriptions and 
shapes of dry sand, loam, or iron molded steel eastings, all of the above being 
crucible cast-stee], valued atS cents per pound or less, 1} cents per pound; valued 


above 5 cents and not above 9 cents per pound, 2 cents per pound; valued at 
above 9 cents per pound, 2} cents per pound 
Mr. BECK. The proviso which follows this clause I think is in some 


regards a pretty troublesome One. and I desire to say a word before we 
come to it. While Il am not sure that the committee have not at least 
arranged these different things as low, perhaps, as can very well be 
asked, this was a part of the bill as originally prepared by the commis 
sion that seemed to me to have more vice in it than any other part of 
the bill. Here is a long array of language that we have prese rved that 
is not in the present law, and it may contain a great many things that I 
do not know the meaning of. But as this provision tirst came trom the 
commission they proposed an increase on the most valuable a 
tained in the clause of thirty-odd per cent. over existing law, and changed 
their classification, as they had done in many other cgses, in such form 
as to make it almost impossible to ascertain what they had really done. 

In that long description of articles now there is something that I have 
not been able yet to ascertain the meaning of. But a statement 


rticles con 


was 

made up, i believe, at the custom-house in New York—at least I re 

| ceived it from an official in New York—in these words relative to the 
matter we are now considering 

_ Statement showing the actual percentage of quantiti n lied values of 

imported cast-steel, from which it will be seen that the bulk is of the value of 

5 to 7 and 9 to IL cents per pound 
Under 2} cents per pound, ni/; 2) to 5 cents per pound, 1! per cent.; 5to Teents 


partment of the custom-house at New York, was examined last August | 


before the Tariff Commission at Long Branch, He states: 


The American files can be produced much cheaper than the European manu- | 
facturers can export them, because we have inthis country many new machines | 


for cutting the files which has greatly lessened the cost of production. 


This being the case, it seems to me that all anxiety in regard to pro- 
tection might well cease, and certainly there is no necessity for an ad- 
vance of duty; but I do not know whether the proposition of the Sen- 
ator from North Carolina is to advance the duty upon this article or 
not. I find in the table for the year ending June 30,1882, that the 
duties received upon one class of files was $51,295.66 and on another 
$27,026.79, making in all less than $80,000 for an article probably as 
universally used as any other article that can be named, used in every 
blacksmith’s shop in the country, used in every farm-house, and yet 
we receive less than $80,000 of duty upon it. I can not think it isa 


per pound, 19} per cent 

Of that valued from 5 to 7 cents per pound, 19} per cent. of the im 
portations consists, and there isan increase from 7 to 9 of 3} per cent., 
and from 9 to 11 the increase is half a cent a pound, and under that class 


| 675 per cent. of all that was imported was received. There is an in 


crease of from 59 to SL per cent. That is the way we received the bil! 
from the Tariff Commission, without explanation, without suggestion 
as to the necessity for it, and decreasing nothing that was imported, 
increasing from 59 or 60 per cent. to 80 per cent. where we receive thi 
large bulk of all our imports, and all done by a skillfulchange of classi 
fication. The committee, however 

Mr. VANCE. If the Senator will permit me to say so, that shows 


| that the men who formed this bill were great on the mint, anise, and 


matter of great importance that the duty should be increased, because | 


the more it is increased the less the revenue. 

The Principal Legislative Clerk proceeded to call the roll. 

Mr. BECK (when his name was called). I am paired with the Sen- 
ator from Maine [Mr. HALE]. Not seeing him in his seat, I do not 
vote. 

Mr. DAVIS, of West Virginia (when his name was called). [I am 
paired with the Senator from Minnesota [Mr. WINDoM], but on this 
question I think he would vote as I do, and I vote ‘‘nay.’’ 

Mr. MCMILLAN. I can assure the Senator he would. 

Mr. EDMUNDS (when his name was called). 1 am paired with the 
Senator from Arkansas [Mr. GARLAND], unless my vote shall be nec- 
essary to make a quorum. I do not know how he would vote, but I 
should vote ‘‘nay.’’ 

Mr. JONAS (when his name was called). I am paired on this ques- 
tion with the Senator from New Jersey [Mr. MCPHERSON ]. 

Mr. MILLER, of California (when his name was called). I am 
paired with my colleague [Mr. FARLEY ]. 

The result was announced—yeas 19, nays 30; as follows 

YEAS—19, 


Barrow, George, Lamar, Slater 
Butler, Grover, Maxey, Vance, 
Call, Harris, Morgan, Walker, 
Camden, Jackson, Pugh, Williams 
Coke, Jones of Florida, Ransom, 

NAYS—30. 
Aldrich, Davis of Ill., Hoar, Morrill, 
Allison, Davis of W. Va.,__ Ingalls, Platt, 
Anthony, Dawes, Kellogg, Rollins, 
Blair, Frye, Lapham, Sawyer, 
Cameron of Pa., Gorman, I n, Sherman, 
Cameron of Wis., Harrison, MeDill, Van Wyck 
Chileott, Hawley, MeMillan, 
Conger, Hill, Miller of N. Y., 


ABSENT—27. 


Bayard, Ferry, Jones of Nevada, Saulsbury, 
Beck, Garland, McPherson, Saunders, 
Brown, Groome, Mahone, Sewell, 
Cockrell, Hale, Miller of Cal., Vest, 
Edmunds Hampton, Mitchell, Voorhees, 
Fair, Johnston, Pendleton, Windom 
Farley, Jonas, Plumb, 


So the amendment was rejected. 

The item from line 667 to 682, inclusive, was read, as follows: 

Crucible cast-steel ingots, cogged ingots, blooms, and slabs, die-blocks or blanks; 
billets and bars and tapered or beveled bars; bands, strips, and sheets of all 
gauges and widths; plates of all thicknesses and widths; steamer, crank, and 
other shafts; wrist or crank pins; connecting rods and piston rods; pressed, 
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cummin, but by no means did they neglect the weightier matters of 
the law. 

Mr. BECK. They did not neglect the weighty matters of finance 
when money was going into their own pockets, but they neglected the 
weighty matters when relict to the people was concerned. The com 
mittee, however, have reduced the rates below the Tariff Commissio 
bill and the present law so as to make the duty on steel valued at less 
than 5 cents 13 cents a pound; from 5 to 9, 2 cents, and from 9 up 
cents, all of which being substantial reductions, I care nothing to say 
any more about what the commission have done; but from this time on 


2s SOON as SOME body defends their action on the rates they sought to place 
on crucible steel, I will assume that what I have stated about the com 
mission endeavoring to increase duties without right and making eal 
culations to put money in the pockets of the person aflected ts tru 
I ask any member of the committee or member of Congress to tell m 
why the commission increased the present duty on crucible steel wort! 
from 9 to 11 cents a pound half a cent a pound, or $11.20 a ton 
item from which we receive over 60 per cent. of the receipts, while the 
reduced the duties on the little matters from which, as the returns « 
the custom-house show, we were receiving nothing, unless it was 
trick. I shall not repeat my opinion of the commission any mor 
less somebody defends them. 

Mr. MORRILL. Mr. President, I am glad to have the Senator from 
Kentucky admit that we have gone as low as we possibly can on this 
schedule. We have not only reduced it from the present rate but we 
have made a very severe reduction from the rates proposed by the Tarifi 
Commission on all classes beginning with the first and going through 
but I ask to make some verbal amendments that I think the Senator 
from Kentucky understands and will not object to 

After the word ‘‘ bands,”’ in line 669, I move to insert ‘* hoops ;”’ and 
between ‘‘gun’’ and ‘‘molds,’’ in line 675, 1 move to insert *‘bar- 
rels;’’ so as to read ‘‘ gun-barrel molds.’’ 

The amendments were agreed to. 

The proviso-from line 683 to line 689, inclusive, was read, as follows: 





Provided, That on all iron or steel bars, rods, strips, or sheets, of whatever 
shape, and on all iron or steel of irregular shape or section, cold-rolled, cold- 
hammered, or polished in any way in addition to the ordinary process of hot- 
rolling or hammering, and on steel circularsaw plates, there shall be paid one 
half cent per pound in addition to the rates provided in this act 

Mr. MORRILL. In order to correct this I move to insert ‘‘ steel,”’ 
in line 684, before ** sheets.”’ 

Mr. ALDRICH. I suggest there should be a transfer 

Mr. MORRILL. That would be better, and I ask to have “ stec] 
sheets, of whatever shape,’’ transferred, so as to have it read: 

That on all iron or steel bars, rods, strips, of whatever shape, or stee! sheets 


The PRESIDENT pro tempore Transposing those words? 


— 
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Mr. MORRILL. Yes, sir. 

Mr. BAYARD. I supposed the intention of the honorable Senator 
was to relieve the bill of the obvious error pointed out by Mr. Oliver. 

Mr. MORRILL. Yes, sir. 

Mr. BAYARD. 
do that is to insert the word ‘‘ steel’? before the word ‘‘sheets’’ on line 
6R4. 

Mr. MORRILL. | moved that in the first instance. 

Mr. BAYARD. Unless this is emphasized the result will be to add 
whatever is the addition here to the duty on sheet-iron. 

Mr. MORRILL. No; I only want to get in *‘steel.”’ 

Mr. BAYARD. What is the meaning of the word “strips” 
six hundred and eighty-third line? It is a new classification. 

Mr. MORRILL. It is steel strips or steel rods. 

Mr. BAYARD. It is a new phrase applied to a tariff law, I be- 
lieve. 

Mr. ALLISON. I think it is safer to adopt the suggestion of Mr. 
Oliver, which Was to put the word ‘‘steel’’ in line G=4 before the word 
** sheets. ”’ 


Mr. MORRILL. 


in the 


utor from Lowa prefer it. IT have no choice whatever. 


It has been suggested to me that the proper way to | of the Senator from Delaware [Mr. BAy Arp]. 


—_———. 


they may not be technically the same, but they are steel blooms: ang 
why should they be taxed in one part of the law 2} cents per pound 
and in the other at six-tenths of 1 cent a pound ? , 
| The PRESIDENT protempore. The question is on the amend 


ment 


Mr. MORRILL. Task fora division. I have no objection to strik- 
ing out ‘* blooms,’’ as I understand it now, but | would have to strik 
| ing out ‘‘blanks.’’ I think the Senator will accomplish all he desire: 
| by striking out ** blooms.” 
| Mr. BAYARD. Then let * blanks” stand, and I move to strike oy: 
| blooms”? only. 

Mr. ALDRICH. 
to ‘‘and.”’ 

Mr. BAYARD. I will include that in the amendment. 

Mr. MORRILL. Then under that suggestion the Senator trom De! 
aware would allow **blanks’’ toremain. It is the word ‘or’ hetweey 
**blooms’’ and ** blanks’’ that the Senator from Rhode Island desipes 
to have striken out, and the word **and”’ inserted in lieu of it, 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The Senator from Delaware moves 


I think the word **or’’ in line 698 should be chanoya 





| will take the amendment as I first proposed it. to strike out the word ‘* blooms’’ trom line 692. 
I have no objection to that if the Senator from Delaware and the Sen- | 


| Mr. MORRILL. I ask the Senator from Delaware if he accepts th, 
| suggestion of the Senator from Rhode Island that this shall read ‘* blooms 
Mr. BAYARD. I donot know that I apprehend as clearly as | oug); 
this clause, but I wish to submit to the good sense of the Senate whet he) 
| you are not under this law imposing different duties on the same art; 


Mr. ALLISON. Should not the word ‘‘bars’’ be inserted in line 684 | and blanks?’’ 
alter ‘steel,’ soas to read ‘on allironor steel bars of irregularshape. ’’ | 

Mr. ALDRICH. [t might not be a bar. 

Mr. ALLISON. What would it be? 

Mr. ALDRICH \ mass of iron of irregular shape. 


The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The question is on the amendment 
of the Senator from Vermont, to put the word *‘steel’’ before ** sheets ’’ 
at the commencement of line 684. Is there objection? The Chair 
hears none, and that amendment is made. 

Mr. BAYARD. And the word ** bars’’ 
the end of that line. 
The line reads thus now: 


Provided, That on all iron or steel bars, rods, strips, or steel sheets of what- 
ever shape, and on all iron or steel of irregular shape or section, &c. 


after the word *‘steel,’’ at 
\ bar, of course, is a well-known description. 


So that the word ‘*bars’’ should be inserted after the word ‘‘steel’’ 
at the end of line 684. 

The PRESIDENT pro fempore 
make any motion? 

Mr. BAYARD. I 
at the end of line 6*4. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. Is there objection to that amend- 
ment’? The Chair hears none, and it is made. 

Mr. BECK. I move to strike out ‘* one-half’’ and insert ‘‘one- 
fourth’’ in line GS, so as to read ** and on steel circular-saw plate there 
shall be paid one-fourth of a cent per pound in addition to the rates 
provided in this act.”’ 

Mr. SHERMAN. In my judgment one-fourth would be enough to 
answer the purpose, because that ngakes an additional duty on all of 
over do per ton 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore, The question is on the amendment 
of the Senator from Kentucky [Mr. Breck]. 

The amendment was agreed to. 

The item irom line 690 to line G94, inclusive, was read, as follows: 


Does the Senator from 


move to insert the word ** bars’’ after ‘‘ steel,’’ 


Iron or stee! beams, girders, joists, angles, channels, car-truck channels, tees, 
columns and posts, or parts or sections of columns and posts, deck and bulb 
beams, and building forms, towether with all other structural shapes of iron or 
steel, Land one-fourth of 1 cent per pound 

The item from line 695 to line 700, inclusive, was read, as follows: 

Steel wheels for railway purposes, whether wholly or partly finished, and iron 
or steel locomotive, car, and other railway tires, or parts thereof, wholly or partly 
manufactured, or iron or steel ingots, cogged ingots, blooms or blanks for the 
same, without regard to the degree of manufacture, 2) cents per pound. 

Mr. BAYARD. A tax is here put on blooms of iron or steel, ingots, 
and cogged ingots. The blooms have been subject to taxation before, I 
think up to 45 per cent. It strikes me that this isa very great advance; 
2} cents per pound is equal to about $50 a ton. The former part of 
the law first imposes a tax on the bloom and it is subjected toa different 
tax from what is proposed in the present law. Now, whether you im- 
port blooms for the purpose of rolling locomotive tires from them or 
whether you import them for the purpose of rolling steel-wire bars, why 
impose a double duty ? 

I move on line 69S to strike out the words “‘ blooms or blanks for 
the same.’’ 

Mr. PLATT. I suppose ** blanks *’ means a piece of iron cut to shape 
for a wheel. Let me inquire whether the Senator desires to strike out 
the word ** blanks ?”’ 

Mr. BAYARD. If the Senator will turn to page 28, line 521, he will 
see that steel ingots, cogged ingots, blooms, and slabs made by the 
pneumatic process are taxed, I think, six-tenths of 1 cent per pound, 
and by line 698 the same article is taxed 2} cents per pound. I think 
that is in conflict and obseure. As I understand, the steel bloom is 
that progress in manufacture from which the locomotive tires are rolled, 
and from which the steel rods are beaten from which the wire that 
goes into fencing is drawn. The articles are substantially the same: 


Delaware | 


| cle in different sections of the law. Turn to line 521 of the bill, and 
from that to line 698, and you will find there much the same descrip 
| tion of steel 

Mr. MORRILL. If the Senator desires, I shall be quite willing to 
strike out ‘‘blooms’’ and let it go. 

Mr. BAYARD. Do you not think you should strike out “cogged 
ingots, blooms?’’ I extend my motion tostrikeouttoinclude ** cogved 
ingots’ in the matter to be stricken out. I move tostrike out ** cogyed 
| ingots, blooms,’’ and that the word *‘or,’’ after ** blooms,”’ in the sam: 
line, be stricken out and the word *‘ and’’ inserted. 

Mr. ALLISON. It seems to me that the steel ingots, cogged ingots, 
and blooms are all on a par here. 

Mr. MORRILL. They are all for this purpose. 

Mr. ALLISON. I know they are all for this purpose, and under the 
phraseology inserted here by the Senator from Rhode Island or on his 
| motion, if they are of high value, they come in any way under the first 
provision. Soif youstrike out ‘‘ cogged ingots’? you want also to strik: 
out *‘ingots.’’ 

Mr. MORRILL. These articles are intended for the purpose of manu 
facturing steel wheels for railways. I do not see that there can be any 
confusion about it if it remains as now provided. Still if the Senator 
from Delaware thinks that ‘*blooms’’ ought to be stricken out, | shal! 
not object to that, but I object to going further. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. Does the Senator from Delaware «i 











| very important matter. 


sire to strike out any words after the word ‘‘blooms?’’ 

Mr. BAYARD. I think that the nomenclature of these two provis 
ions of the law is almost identical and that there will be contusion 
almost certainly unless there is an amendment. It strikes me as « 

Line 521 provides for ‘‘steel ingots, cogged 
ingots, blooms, and slabs,’’ and this item is in relation to ‘* iron or stee| 
ingots, cogged ingots, blooms, or blanks.’’ We remember what is known 
as the McKinley amendment to put steel blooms on the same rate as 
steel of a high class, whereas the decision of the Supreme Court was 
that it came in at 35 per cent. ad valorem. The manufacturers of lo 
comotive tires, the manufacturers of steel wire, were the men who 
chiefly objected to it, and their objections were so strong that the amend 
ment was withdrawn. Now, is not the effect of this to put that right 
back and to subject these articles to a duty higher than is provided in 
another section on the same articles ? 

Mr. DAWES. It seems to me that it will not do to put ** blooms 
and blanks’’ in here, for this reason: a bloom is an imperfect quality 
of the article not yet perfected; a blank is a more perfected quality, bu' 
an imperfect shape; and therefore blooms and blanks, it seems to mi 
would not go together. 

Mr. BAYARD. No, but I would put the word ‘‘and”’ in and leav« 
the word ‘“‘blanks’’ remain. My suggestion is that the words °° 


stec! 








ingots, cogged ingots, blooms,’’ be stricken out. 

Mr. MORRILL. I suggest to the Senator to strike out all after th 
word ‘‘manufactured,’’ in line 697, to and including line 700. 
no objection to striking out the whole of it. 

Mr. BAYARD. If tbe Senator will make that motion, I will wit) 
draw mine. 
Mr. MORRILL. I then move to strike out beginning with the word 
or,”’ in line 698, down to the word ‘‘manufactured,’’ in line 7) 
The words are: 

Or iron or steel ingots, cogged ingots, blooms, or blanks for the same, withou! 
regard to the degree of manufacture. 


The PRESIDENT pro tempore. 


I see 


The question is on the amendment 


of the Senator from Vermont [Mr. MORRILL]. 
The amendment was agreed to. 
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Lines 701, 702, and 703 were read as follows: 
r steel rivet, serew, nail, fence, and wire rods, round or flat, with longi- 


nO , : so patie 
isos 1 coils and loops, not lighter than No. 5 wire gauge, 1 cent per 


tudinal ribs, is 
pound. é A ; ep 

Mr. PLUMB. I move, in line 703, to strike out ‘1 cent’? and in- 
cert “one-half cent’ per pound, restoring substantially the present duty 
upon that article. ” ; lh a i 

Mr. SHERMAN. There is no part of this tariff that received a more 
careful, patient attention and consideration in the Committee on Finance 
than this question of the dut yon steel rods and steel wires. That grew 
out of the fact that under existing law, as steel rods were not named 
specifically, they were classified as unenumerated articles at a duty of 30 
per cent. ad valorem. Thirty per cent. ad valorem, as the Senator from 
Kansas says, would amount to a little more than half a cent a pound; 
but that was inordinately low, owing to the fact that it was not classified 
in the old tariff but was brought in by the decisions of the courts as an 
unenumerated article of steel manufacture at the rate of 30 per cent. ad 
valorem. Then the duties on steel wire made in this country out of 
these steel rods were advanced to 1} or 2 or 3 cents a pound. This was 
agreat incongruity that was corrected by increasing the duty on steel 
rods and reducing the duty onsteel wire. That is clearly right, and | 
helieve the manufacturers themselves who import all these steel rods 
will not object to it. Steel rods are made into wire, but they are not 
useful in the form in which they are imported; they are the raw articles 
used by wire mills to make wire. 

The rate of duty on the steel wire was abnormally high and that on 
steel rods was abnormally low, and the committee have made a fair and 
just proportion between these two items and I think it ought to stand. 
‘We desire as a matter of course, in the country in which I live as well 
as the country in which the Senator from Kansas lives, to have the steel 
wire as low as possible, as it is fixed now at a little lower rate than on 
any other form of steel of that character. I hope the Senator, unless he 
has examined this subject with all the care that the rest of us have, will 
leave this classification stand. It will then stand under the law, and it 
will not increase the price of wire at all, but it will stand at 1 cent on 
steel rods, 1} cents on steel wire, and from that by graduations accord- 
ing to its fineness up to 2 or 25 cents a pound. 

Mr. BECK. Am I correctinsupposing that the gauge of wire used for 
harbed-wire fences is 7, 8, and 9, between 5 and 10, smaller than No. 5? 

Mr. SHERMAN. Larger than No. 5 is the steel rod. 

Mr. BECK. No.5 is larger than any of the wire used for wire fences. 

Mr.SHERMAN. Yes; ironand steel wire would come in at 1! cents 
a pound, 

Mr. BECK. Between 5 and 10 is the principal importation. 

Mr. SHERMAN. Ithink so, but Iam not sure about it. At any 
rate the utmost care was taken to make this classification right, and the 
result is that the duty on iron and steel wire is somewhat reduced, 
while the duty on the rods is made to conform to the general duties on 
other steel and iron reds or bars. It is indeed less on this form than 
almost any other; but whatever is done the classification ought to be 


agreed on the subject. I think the Senator from Kentucky andall the 
committee who examined it felt that we had reached the exact and just 


wire duty considerably and advancing somewhat the duty on the steel 
rod from which wire is made. 

Mr. PLUMB. If the last statement of the Senator from Ohio is cor- 
rect, it happens that instead of doubling the duty upon the article of 
wire used for the manufacture of wire fence, it has been multiplied by 
three. 

Mr. SHERMAN. Steel rod is not used for wire fences. 

Mr. PLUMB. If the wire used for fencing is not that specitied from 
line 701 to line 703, it is that specified in line 710 and 711 and the fol- 
lowing lines. 

Mr. SHERMAN. 

Mr. PLUMB. 
« pound now; so that the committee propose to multiply the duties 
three times on the wire used in fencing. 

Mr. SHERMAN. The Senator is mistaken in regard to the present 
duty. The present duty is not less than 2 cents—I think 2} cents. 

Mr. ALLISON. On wire fence? 

Mr. SHERMAN. On wire fence. 

Mr. ALLISON. The wire used for the wire tence No. 12 01 
18 wire gauge, none lower; so that all the wire that comes in will come 
in under the classification on page 36: 

Smaller than No, 10 and not smaller than No. 16 wire gauge 

Mr. SHERMAN. No. 9 is the kind, I think. 

Mr. ALLISON. No, sir; I happen to know that the gauge in reter- 
ence to wire fence is from No. 12 to No. 13 chiefly, none of it larger than 
No. 10. So the duty on fence-wire has been reduced from 2} cents to 
2 cents per pound. I desire to say tothe Senator from Kansas that as | 
understand this question the wire fence, so called, is wire No. 12 and 
No. 13 chiefly. Itmay be that some wire No. 11 may be used, but none 
higher than No. 10. Now, these wire rods are imported at a rate of 
duty of 30 per cent. ad valorem, and are drawn in thiscountry into wire 
to the extent of 150,000 or nearly 200,000 tons. 


That is right. 


is 


2 cents px na 


rpou 
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| hold in my hand a letter received from one of the wire manufacturers 
in which he states that 150,000 tons of these steel-wire rods are now used 


| in the United States, and that there are but tour mills in the United 


States that can draw them, and that it would take two years to equip 
mills having the necessary capacity in this country to manuiaeture these 
wire rods; and he protests, as a manufacturer of wire, against the in 
crease of the duty 

Mr. PLUMB. Now, Mr. President 

Mr. BECK. Allow me to make a suggestion to the Senator from 
Iowa, to simplify this matter. You will observe that we have increased 
the classification of this wire in the present bill, and the Tariff Com 
mission’s report also increased it from 5 to 10 and then from 10 to 16 
and then from 16 to 26. By looking at the comparative table on page 


20 Senators will observe that the only classification in the present Jaw is 


Steel wire less than one-fourth of an inch in diameter 

That is No. 5. 

And not less than No. 16 wire gauge 

Another classification. We have gone here from 5 to LO, from 10 to 


16, and from 16 to 26, and 26 and upward, adding to the tax every time 
Why not, to avoid all question about the value of the wire gauge 
make one classilication of it from one-fourth of an inch or No yup to 16, 
and from 16 upward, and fix whatever rate you like and stand by the 
present classification that is well understood instead of doul 
the classification as now proposed? That is the 
make, 
Mr. PLUMB The rods mentioned in the lines under consid 

are spoken of as tence rods. They are the material out of which, at 
events, the smaller rods are made. And it is just as important that t] 
duty on this character of rods should be put at the proper price \ 


inher Up 


suggestion | would 


reference to the effect upon the wire fence as that any other portion 
| should. 

In addition to that the Senator from Iowa is mistaken in saying that 
| only wire from No. 10 to 20 is used for fencing. The later and bette 


| idea in regard to the character of wire tor fencing is that it 


| has been adjusted to it; large interests are dependent upon it 
, ] ] 


And that is 1) cents « pound as against the halt-cent | 


No. | 


: , = ‘ ‘ . | to use this ordinary fencing that 
preserved. The Committee on Finance, after looking at this matter, | 


peer . . | had in mind, the duty of 1 cent a pound in lin 
classification between the steel rod and the steel wire, reducing the steel- | 


Is Lo Consist 
of a single rod and not of adouble rod; and the best 
according to my belief, consists of a single rod; I can not say what 
its number, but I believe it to be better than that composed ol two ol 
the smallest wires. Theretore, the Senator from Lowa is certainly mis 
taken in a degree in saying that only the smaller numbers are used to 
fencing. 

Now, what I want is that all of this classification, from line 701 down 
to line 716, shall be so adjusted as not to increase the present pric 
wire fencing, if it can not be, as it probably can not be reduced. But 
certainly it is not fair in making up this tariff to arbitrarily increas: 
the cost of this very important article of consumption. It will be 
enough, certainly, if it is allowed to remain where it is now Lusiness 
; and if 
certainly would be an unjust imposition upon those who are compelled 
duty lye 


fence made to-da 


ol 


: 7 7 
thre should mm any was In 


creased, 

I therefore think that, with reference to the matter which | 
703 should be reduced, 
corresponding reductions in remaining 
reached 


sulbvie ct 


and I will move to make 
classifications as they 

Mr. DAWES. L should like to make an inquiry in reference to wire 
rods. If Lunderstand itaright from the examination L have beenable to 
give this paragraph, compared with the present law, there is 
portionate reduction upon iron rod than there is upon the manutaetured 
article whicl 


} 
the 


are 


iT less pro 


1 follows, the wire fence Chere is a less reduction upor 
wire rods than there is upon the article which follows. Am I right 
Mr. MORRILL. I call the Senator’s attention to the fact th 
made a reduction from what was reported from 1) cents down to 1.1 


Mr. DAWES. As I find it here and as I am comparing it, I sho 
like to know what is the relative duty upon wire rods? 

Mr. MORRILL. On page 29 we reduced it to 1 

Mr. EDMUNDS We are on page 50 now 

Mr. MORRILL. But there 


1 cent yj 


are reductions on pre , 

Mr. DAWES. On this very artic! rhese rod e inere i fron 
the existing law, are they not ? 

Mr. MORRILL. No. 

Mr. PLATT. Will the Senator from M permit me to 
terrupt him? 

Mr. DAW Es lam aiter information about t} ibject 

Mr. PLATT I understand—the Finance Committee will know 
whether I am right or not—that the wire ot which the fence is made is 
classified in the old tariff at not less than No. 16 wire gauge, which was 
2) cents per pound and 20 per cent. ad hich would be equin 
alent to about 3.1 cents per pound 

Mr. DAWES I think the Senator must be mistaken: I think th 
is raised from about $12.50 per ton to 322 

Mr. PLATT I am speaking of the wire 

Mr. DAWES I am speaking of th road 

Mr. PLATT. The rods come in at 30 per cent. ad valorem, which 


i cent 


equivalent to about one-hal 
Mr. DAWES 


per pound now 
oder this bill? 


ting haw or 





















































































































1668 CONGRESSIONAL RECORD—SENATE. JANUARY 27 


<1, 





| 

Mr. PLATT. They are raised to 1 cent per pound by the bill. | 

Mr. DAWES. Why do the committee put up the raw material and | 
strike down the manufactured article ? 

Mr. SHERMAN. I will again answer the Senator that the steel rod 
was not mentioned at all in the old tariff, and therefore when it came 
to be introduced for the purpose of making wire from it the duty was 
contested in the courts, and the courts decided that it was not embraced | 
in any of the specified duties fixed by the law, and it came in as an 
unenumerated article at the rate of 30 per cent. ad valorem, which was | 
abnormally low, amounting to about five-eighths of a cent a pound, 
while on wire drawn from those rods there was a duty imposed of 25 
cents a pound and 20 per cent. ad valorem, if I remember aright. Steel 
wire under the old law was 2} cents a pound and 20 per cent. ad valo- 
rem. After the fullest and most careful examination of the testimony 
before the commission and of the members of the commission and per- 
sons interested, it was deemed proper and right, in order to make a just 
and fair relation between the duty on the rod and the wire, to raise the 
duty on the rod from 30 per cent. ad valorem to 1 cent a pound and 
to reduce the duty on the wire to 14 and 2 cents a pound. So the re- 
sult is to cheapen the wire, and it gives the manufacturer ample verge 
and protection for converting the steel rod into wire, a very simple proc- 
ess. So far as I know, all parties became satisfied and saw that that 
was just. We therefore raised an unnaturally low rate on rods toa 
rate probably equivalent to about 45 per cent. ad valorem, and we re- 
<luced the rate on wire somewhat corresponding to that ad volorem rate. 
This was done after consideration. 

Mr. DAWES. What is the rate now ? 

Mr. SHERMAN. Theduty on iron wire ranges from 1} to 2} cents 
a pound, and on the rods from which it is made it is 1 cent a pound. 

Mr. ALLISON. They do not import the wire, they only import the 
rod. The wire is drawn here. 

Mr. SHERMAN. They have ample room and verge for reasonable 
protection, 

Mr. VAN WYCK. It does not appear necessary in the discussion of 
the amendment of the Senator from Kansas to anticipate and to discuss 
in connection therewith the matter of the duty on wire. Thatis not at 
all necessary now. There is nothing by comparison, as I understand, 
in this matter. It will not do for gentlemen to say the duty is so much 
on the red and so much on the wire, and then draw a comparison to 
know where we stand on this matter. IL understand this proposition to 
be perfectly plain and simple; it is a proposition to increase the duty 
nearly double on rods, as has been stated. When only two or three 
weeks ago I took occasion, in discussing another matter, to state inci- 
dentally in making some criticisms upon the work of the commission 
and the Finance Committee that they had increased the rate of duty 
upon rods from which barbed wire is made, my friend from Massachu- 
setts, the senior Senator, said that that could not be so. He insisted 
upon it that that was not so, that the duty was not raised upon rods; 
and | even understood my friend from Vermont, the chairman of the 
Finance Committee, in a very quiet, gentle shake of his head this morn- 
ing, t0 mean to be understood as saying it was not so, that it was not 
increased, 

Mr. DAWES. Does the Senator allude to me? 

Mr. VAN WYCK. No, sir; I allude to the other Senator from Mas- 
sachusetts, the Senator in front of me. The Senator from Massachu- 
setts remembers that when I made allusion to the fact that the duty on 
rods was increased, he antagonized my position and said that he thought 
that could not be so. 

Mr. HOAR. Which Senator from Massachusetts is the Senator ad- 
dressing at this moment? 

Mr. VAN WYCK. The Senator immediately in front of me, the 
senior Senator from Massachusetts. 

Mr. HOAR. Whom? 

Mr. VAN WYCK. Ido not know that I ought to discriminate in 
that manner. I meanit was the Senator from Massachusetts before me, 
who thought or believed that the tax on rods from which barbed wire 
was made had not been increased by this bill. 

Mr. DAWES. Does the Senator refer to me? 

Mr. VAN WYCK. Possibly both Senators from Massachusetts may 
have indulged in that error. If so, either one would be in order to 
reply. 

Mr. DAWES. It was my colleague. 

Mr. BECK. Ifthe Senator from Nebraska will turn to page 29 of 
the examination of Mr. Oliver before the Committee on Finance he will 
see that the duty is increased, and a royalty is paid toa firm in Massa- 
chusetts by one house of $130,000 a year, and their patent monopoly 
on barbed wire runs up to nearly halfa million. So we are told. I 
should like it if there is any way to prevent it, to cut it down, so that 
it shall not go all into the pockets of one monopoly. I will aid the 
Senator all I know how. 

Mr. HOAR. My friend will pardon me, for he refers tome. If he 
understood me to say the other day that there had been no increase of 
duty on wire rods or rolled iron from which wire is drawn, he either 
misunderstood me or I misunderstood him. I shall be glad to make 
the most ample acknowledgments, because I understood and now un- 


| vast fields which it was entirely impossible to fence before, a benefit to 





derstand that the duty on rods has been raised very considerably for 


reasons stated by the Senator from Ohio, while the duty on wire }, 
been largely reduced. _— 
I wish to say, as by the indulgence of the Senator from Nebraska | 
rose to my feet, indeed at his request, that the interest of my constity. 
ents in Massachusetts who manufacture wire would be, if they were to 
look merely at their own personal interest, the reduction of the duty 
upon the wire rods which they import and from which they make their 
wire. But the Senator from Kentucky speaks of this monopoly. Wh, 
these patentees have given to the farmers of this country in the reduc. 
tion in the price of their fencing and in making it possible to fence their 


be measured by hundreds and hundreds of millions of dollars in yalye 
It is one of the great benefits like that of the cotton-gin, by which fF) 
Whitney ‘was conceded by an eminent Southern authority to have my}- 
tiplied by three the value of every acre of cotton-producing land in this 
country, and if they have got $150,000 it is nothing 

Mr. BECK. Every new invention I suppose is valuable. The sew- 
ing-machines did a great deal of good; the crossingof the continent by 
the Union Pacific did a great deal of good; thousands of things haye 
done good; but that is no reason why we should legislate to put money 
into the pockets of a few people at the rate of $500,000 a year for thei; 
royalty and put up the price of rods. I would strike out of this classi- 
fication the wire and make it all at 35 per cent. ad valorem. 

Mr. VAN WYCK. I much prefer that the rod and the wire should 
be kept apart in this consideration, as they are in the tariff bill itself 
It is conceded now that the duty is raised upon rods from which bar} 
wire is made. Even Mr. Oliver concedes that point in his examination 
before the Finance Committee. When asked in regard to that he said 

We put it as an increase. 

Again at another place he is asked: 

Have you increased the duty on wire rods? 

He says: 

Yes, to 1 cent. 

Then the fact is apparent that the commission in the discharge of its 
duty, as well as the Finance Committee of this body, have increased 
the duty nearly one-half a cent a pound on rods from which wire is 
made. 

We naturally ask the reason why. Why should this be done when 
this is a matter of absolute necessity? Mr. Oliver gives an ingenious 
reason for this, and it is strange when we come to notice just what th: 
reason is. Since 1872 the duty upon these rods has been fixed. It was 
fixed by the decision of the Secretary of the Treasury, sustained by th 
decision of the Supreme Court of the United States. Since 1872, and 
from that time until now, ten years, the duty upon these rods has been 
fixed and determined. Therefore it is that there was no ambiguity to 
be settled by the Tariff Commission in this regard. When we were ap- 
pealed to during the last session to appoint this commission it was said 
that the purpose was to settle ambiguities and resolve doubts, and in 
every case where there has heretofore been a contest between the ‘Treas- 
ury Department and the manufacturers, as notably in the case of cotton 
ties, where the Department had placed the duty at a certain amount, 
the Tariff Commission, when they met to resolve that doubt, resolved 
it in favor of Mr. Oliver and those interests that he represented on the 
commission; and every resolving of a doubt and every proviso has been 
ordinarily put, as we have noticed here, for the purpose of increasing 
the duty. 

Here I say this matter had been settled for ten years, and there was 
no longer a doubt to be settled, though originally there had been. The 
Treasury Department, sustained by the Supreme Court, had placed the 
rods at an ad valorem duty equal to about halfa cent a pound. Then 
certainly there was no doubt to be resolved; but arbitrarily these gen- 
tlemen, for a certain reason and for a certain purpose, raised the duty 
to 1 cent a pound. 

Mr. Oliver justifies it by the usual argument with these gentlemen, 
that the higher the duty the lower the price; and Mr. Oliver, in his 
statement, thinks that if we will only double the duty on rods it will 
have a tendency to cheapen the price. Under this present duty we 
have several manufactories of rods in this country. They are doing 
business notably at a profit. 

Mr. SHERMAN. Notof rods; of wire. 

Mr. ALLISON. There are four manufactories of wire rods. 

Mr. VAN WYCK. Let me read what I understand to be the fact 

As matter of fact, the Albany and Rensselaer Iron and Steel Company of Troy, 
the Cambria Iron Company of Johnstown, the Cleveland Rolling Mill Company 
of Cleveland, and the Union Iron and Steel Company of Chicago are, among 
others, rolling wire rods to-day and have rolled them for years, while the Joins 
town, Cleveland, and Chicago mills are not only rolling wire rods but are them- 
selves drawing them into wire. 

They do both, make rods and then draw them into wire. 


They are rolling these wire rods at remunerative rates, as is shown by the ad- 
mission made at a meeting of the manufacturers of iron and steel wire of the 
United States. 





So there are several establishments making rods in this country and 
they have made them on the basis of the settlement of this duty tor 
ten years and more; and now this matter is precipitated at this tume 
without any sort of necessity, striking at one of the greatest industries 
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in this country; | mean the industry in this country which needs pro- 
tection and gets but little of it. I mean the industry of the milhons 
of this land who desire to fence in their acres and protect them, who 
did it by means first of lumber, but that has become impossible by rea- 
son of the scarcity of that arttcle, and next they have resorted to wire 
fences. I speak for the industry which takes the produce of these 
mills and puts it around millions and millions of acres of land in this 
country, and Tam thinking of the millions and millions they must use 
in the future. It is that industry that deserves a little pause tor retlec- 
tion, and I ask you how that industry is protected by doubling the 
duty upon this rod from which the barbed wire is made. 
derstand gentlemen to give any sort of reason for this. 

Keeping this matter of rods by itself, as distinct from wire rolled from 
the rods, I submit that there has not been a single reason alleged why 
this duty should be doubled. At 30 per cent. it is about $12 a ton, as 
I understand, and at the rate here proposed it is $22.40 a ton, so that 
really, without any question, it is conceded that this duty on wire is 
doubled, and that, too, when the commission promised us a reduction 
of duties, and claimed that it reduced duties 20 to 25 per cent., and the 
Committee on Finance comes here and undertakes to show wherein 
millions have been reduced, and yet in this most important article the 
duty has been increased without any apparent reason, almost doubled, 
going from about $12 to $22.40 a ton. 

Mr. McDILL. Mr. President, we have in this case, | think, some- 
thing that has not often occurred with reference to the reduction of a 
tax or the raising of it. I believe I am able to show that both the 
producer and the consumer unite in this case in protesting against the 
doubling of this duty. I have before me a paper which refers to the 
testimony before the Tariff Commission and substantiates the statement. 
Referring to the testimony of Mr. E. 8. Wheeler, found on page 2248 of 
the report, who is referred to as ‘‘ representing the following wire-mills, 
whose annual consumption of wire rods is not less than 50,000 tons, and 
whoobjected then and object now to the proposed doubling of the duty 
on wire rods: American Screw Company, Providence Rhode Island; J. 
Wool Griswold, Troy, New York; Horace Lamb & Co., Northampton, 
Massachusetts; Spencer Wire Company, Spencer, Massachusetts: George 
W. Prentiss & Co., Holyoke, Massachusetts; Kennebec Wire Works, 
Hallowell, Maine; Cary & Moen, New York city; Thomas Hamilton, 
& Co., Philadelphia; John A. Roebling’s Sons Company, Trenton, New 
Jersey; Troy Wire Works, Troy, New York; Falls Wire Manufacturing 
Company, Cuyahoga Falls, Ohio; Stewart & Co., South Easton, Penn- 
sylvania; The New Haven Wire Company, New Haven, Connecticut.”’ 

Then in the same report, on page 1467, there is a list given of the 
barbed-fence manufacturers who use annually 40,000 tons of wire. 
They also all object to the proposed doubling of the duty on wire rods. 
They areas follows: Stiles & Calkins, Chicago, Dlinois; Superior Barbed 
Wire Company, De Kalb, Illinois; Indiana Wire Fence Company, Craw- 
fordsville, Indiana; Iowa Barb Steel Wire Company, Marshalltown, 
lowa; Lambert, Bishop & Co., Stone City Fence Company, Lock Stitch 
Fence Company, A. N. Klinefelter & Co., Joliet, Illinois; Northwest- 
ern Barb Wire Company, Sterling, Illinois; W. J. Adam, Joliet, [li- 
nois; Ayres A. Decker Manuiacturing Company, Bushnell, Llinois; 
Saint Louis Wire Fence Company, Saint Louis, Missouri; Frentress 
Barb Wire Fence Company, East Dubuque, Illinois; Sherman & Marsh, 
Chicago, Ilinois; Cleveland Barb Fence Company, Cleveland, Ohio: 
Fish & Connell, Joliet, Mlinois; Omaha Barb Wire Company, Omaha, 
Nebraska; Schnabel & Co., Chicago, Illinois; Novelty Manufacturing 
Company, Sterling, Illinois: Cincinnati Barb Wire Fence Company, 
Cincinnati, Ohio; The Thorn Wire Hedge Company, Chicago, Illinois; 
The Hazard Manufacturing Company, New York, and Wilkesbarre, 
Pennsylvania. 

It will thus be seen that a very large number of persons engaged in 
the manufacture of the barbed fence object to this doubling of duties. 
Is it necessary to say that those who use the barbed fence object to it? 
It is hardly necessary to say so, because the records of this body show 
that at the last session of the Senate when it was proposed by a bill, 
which is generally known as the McKinley bill, to very largely raise 
the duty on the barbed wire, the Legislature of the State of lowa by a 
unanimous vote, if I recollect rightly, instructed its Senators and Rep- 
resentatives to oppose it, and there were numerous memorials signed by 
thousands and thousands of people remonstrating against the increase. 
Here is a case, then, where both the producer and the consumer object to 
the doubling of this duty. The man who makes the barbed fence from 
the rod is the producer, as I look at it. We are not talking now about 
the wire; we have passed that; the question is about the barbed fence, 
and the wire rod; and those who make the fence from the wife rod, and 
those who use the barbed tence, are all united in asking that there shall 
be no increase of duty. 

Why should there be an increase of duty? Are we in need of a 
great sum of money? Is it not a fact that we have felt ourselves im- 
pelled to the consideration of revenue bills because we have a great 
surplus of revenue? Why, then, should we select an article which 
} ty into general use, which is an absolute necessity, which is a necessity 

the poor as well as for the rich, and at once double the duty on it? 

The manufacturers of wire from the wire rod do not ask for it; they 
have so stated. I have on my desk a statement trom a manufacturer 


I do not un- 
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| in this case. 


| or with the laws of my country for granting them th« 
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of wire rods who says that they are perfectly satisfied with the present 
duty, and I can think of no reason why there should be an increas 

Must the people of this country be burdened in order to preserve the 
fair proportions of the bill, in order that the bill may have symmetry 
for that seems to be the argument, in order that it may be well rounded 
out in all its parts? Must we arbitrarily, and | will say cruelly in 
crease this duty, almost double it? 1 


admire symmetry; 1 admire 
beautiful proportions; but for one Lam not willing to sacrifice so many 
people living in so many parts of this great country of ours, in order 
that there may be symmetry, if, indeed, retaining the duty as it is 


shall deprive the bill of itssymmetry. No, sir, the symmetry, if there 
is any, is the other way. When we are endeavoring 
tariff laws and so revise the revenue laws as to reduce our income, it is 
no time to select any article and increase the rate, and certainly it is 
no time to select an article like this, whi hy 
who are not of the wealthy class. 

I think the voice of the peopl who use the b 
heard. 


to so revise the 


h is us {> ] ve] H 
ised so largely LL LONE 


bed Wit ouglit to be 
It isatactthatthereisa very large royalty yx id to the jritentees 
Mr. Oliver says in his testimony betore the Finance Com 
mittee that his firm alone have in the last year paid $120,000 royalty to. 
Washburn & Moen. Iam not heretofind tault with Washburn & Moen, 
rovalty, but Lam 
here to tell you, as you all know, that in addition to the duty that we 
shall put upon the consumers of barbed wire there is continually a tax 
I believe of three-fourths of a cent a pound. The evidence of Mr. Oli 
ver before the committee is that sometimes when the price of wire begins 
to break and go down, Washburn & Moen go around and stitfen up th 
men who sell the wire to the dealers and say that they must not drop 
It is utterly impossible for us to relieve the people of the royalty tax 
it probably would not be advisable that we should—I am not now dis 
cussing the patent laws—but when we have a case where in addition to 
all the other burdens put upon the people there is this plain burden of « 
royalty on the article consumed, why should we, merely for symmetry 


merely to make the bill well proportioned, double the tax? It is not 
needed for income Those who manutacture do not want it; those who 
consume do not want it; the Treasury does not need the money Why, 


then, should there be an increase? 1 did hope that we should have some 
sort of concession to the people of the Northwest, such as we witnessed 
this morning in reference to the cotton-ties I did hope that all sides 
would say *'Give to the people this which they soe reasonal 
this which we can so well give.”’ 

Mr. PLUMB I will modifv my an to make the duty 
six-tenths of a cent a pound, which is just about what it is now, in 
place of half a cent 

Mr. SHERMAN I have here the statement of 
iron wire from iron rods very manutieturer of iron wire is in favor 
of having the rate of duty as low as possible, and therefore these gen 
tlemen now in their earnestness are doing precisely what the men who 
make the iron wire want them to do; and as I said betore, I have thei: 
statement showing that there are scareely any 
try. Here is the statement made by these manufacturers of wire 
They say that the wire rods are imported, and that under existing con 
ditions very little, if any, wire rods are made here. They hope atte 
awhile to make them, but they admit that they are now made abroad 


rly ce th ind, 
1 
endment so a 


the manulacturers ot 


rods made in this coun 


and imported here by them lhey are the ones who appeal to you to 
give them the raw material cheap, in order that they may make iron 
wire; but they fail to make a reduction on iron wire. It is perfectly 


manifest in this matter, as in other matters, and Senators may as well 
look it fairly in the face, that if you reduce the duty on the rod you 
must consent to a reduction on the iron wire, and thus destroy the whol 
of this monopoly. If you wish to do it, well and good; but the Com 


mittee on Finance endeavored to cheapen wire and require the manu 


facturers of wire to pay the same fair duty on the rods that is paid on 
other kinds of wire imported into this country It you give to these 
wire manufacturers, whose work is protected by patents and by large 
duties, cheaper raw material, as a matter of course it results in a whole 
sale reduction of the duty on wire 

I wish to be tair to both. As a matter of course the people of Ohio 


are more interested in the reduction of wire ! robabl 
of any other State, because we are consuming it largely 


than the } ople 
and to a large 
extent iron wire is superseding nearly all other forms of fence in our 
State gradually, as it isin the far West. We are interested in cheap 
wire. We want to have the wire cheapened and not the red If the 
steel rods are admitted at 1 cent a pound duty it is less than any other 
form of steel of that grade, because it must require a very fine grade of 
soft steel to draw out into wire, and 1 cent a pound is a very low rate 
of duty on that rod. Then we have reduced the duty on wire itself 
very largely, from 2) cents a pound and 20 per cent. ad valorem down 
to 15 and 2 cents 2 pound. If it is proposed now that the gentlemen 
who desire cheap wire shall go in and help the manutaeturers to get 
cheap rods, they are working in the interest of the monopoly they de- 
nounce, and not in the interest of the consumer. The interest of the 
consumer is for cheap wire, not for cheap rods. There is no reason why 
these rods ought not to pay the same rate of duty as any other iron in 
troduced for any other purpose 


Che question of the duty on wire is 
another thing. 


Berne 


so 
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Mr. ALLISON { shall vote for the amendment of the Senator from 
Kansas. We have placed steel blooms at five-tenths of a cent a pound. 
This gives the wire-rod people a small advance over the material from 
which wire rods are made, but I donot think this will interfere with 
the manufacture of wire rods at all west of the Alleghany Mountains. 
I think very likely this wholeduty upon wire rods may affect some iron- 
rod mills, if there are any, immediately on the seaboard; but the iron- 
rod mills at Cleveland and at Chicago will still continue to flourish 
under this duty 

Mr. SHERMAN 
themselves 

Mr. ALLISON \re they not making them now ” 

Mr. SHERMAN. I will read what they say. 
to any considerable extent. 

Mr. ALLISON. They, perhaps, have not made them during the last 
year to any considerable extent, for the reason that the steel has been 
in demand for rails, as we all know, inthe building of 11,000 miles of 
railway in the last year, and every available mill that could be utilized 
has been engaged in making steel rails. Wire rods have not been made 
because of the great demand for steel blooms for railway purposes; but 

understand that demand has ceased to a considerable extent, and of 
course these steel blooms will now be used in the manufacture of wire 
rods, which will be largely needed during the next year. So I do not 
think we are doing any injury to the wire-rod people by fixing this 
duty at six-tenths of a cent per pound when we take into account the 
scale of duties we have already provided. 

Now, as to its bearing on the question of the manufacture of wire, I 
do not precisely know what it costs tomanufacture wire from these wire 
rods; probably S4a ton. Undoubtedly the effect of having cheaper 
raw material willbe to enable the wire-rod manufacturers of this coun- 
try to produce more cheaply their product; but itis said that the Mas- 
sachusetts firm will come in with its claim for royalty upon this wire 
and thus make wire dear again. I understand that this firm of gentle- 
men in Massachusetts only charge three-fourths of acenta pound royalty 
onthe barbed wire to cover their patent, and I believe they have estab- 
lished that as the uniform rate. So Mr. Oliver told us in connection 
with his statement that his firm paid about $130,000 perannum. We 
are alittle more progressive inthe State inwhich I live. We donot pay 
this firm anything. 
wire despitethe patent. Of course they are doing that at their own risk. 
If it so turn out after a while that these men are protected by patent 


They are not making them now. They say so 


They are not making 


Our people are undertaking to manufacture barbed | 
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which our people are infringing, they will be obliged to pay whatever it | 


is worth. 

So 1 think on the whole that we can fairly, without injury to anybody, 
either the people who make steel blooms or the people who make steel 
rods, reduce this duty to six-tenths of a cent a pound, and if then 
further on we want to reduce the duty on wire rods to correspond with 
this reduction I shall be ready also to vote for that. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The question is on the amendment 
of the Senator from Kansas to make this duty six-tenths of a cent per 
pound. 

The amendment was agreed to. 

The item from line 704 to line 709, inclusive, was read, as follows: 

Screws, commonly called wood screws, two inches or over in length, 6cents per 
pound ; one inch, and less than two inches in length, 8 cents per pound; over 


one-half inch, and less than one inch in length, 10 cents per pound; one-half 
inch and less in length, 12 cents per pound. 


Mr. VANCE. This is another one of those cases where the classifi- 


average spectator. The existing classification is: 

Screws, commonly called wood serews, two inches or more in length 
and less than two inches in length. 

That is all. This makes tive different classitications; two inches or 
ever in length; ane inch and less than two inches in length; over one- 
half inch; and less thanone inch in length; and one-half inch and less 
in length—tive classifications, following what seems to be the usual 
method when the classifications are changed. The commission begin 
by making the first and last classification a reduction and then gradu- 
ally increasing. Now, whereas in the present schedule wood screws of 
two inches or more in length are put at 8 cents per pound, and wood 
serews less than two inches in length are put at 11 cents, the duty here 
is 6, 8, 9, 10, and 12 cents, increasing of course in the finest numbers, 
the smallest sizes, and on the whole I have no doubt making an increase 
in the total amount of taxation upon this article. 

The amount that was imported in 1882 of the larger size, two inches 


or more inf length, was only 6,122 pounds, on which there was paid | 


}1489.76 duty, being an average of 69.08 per cent., while of those less 
than two inches there were imported 115,282 pounds, on which the du- 
ties collected were $12,681.02, and on which the ad valorem rate was 
57.97 percent, So by reducing now the duty on the larger sizes 2 cents 
a pound the deficiency in protection is more than made up by the in- 
crease of 1 cent a pound on the smaller sizes, of which twenty times 
us many were imported as of the larger sizes. That seems to be the 
scheme all the way through. 


Now, why there should be any necessity for making a classification 


of a wood serew less than half an inch in length, and why from one | less labor there and much less waste of material. 


| since the present rate was established. 
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inch to a half inch should be one size, and from that half to near dow 
to zero should be another size, I can not understand; and yet | “shea 
every assurance in the world that it was done for some Purpose ona 
the only purpose that is apparent to me is the increase of the dyty pa 
the smaller sizes of which the larger number is imported. 

I move to restore the old classitication, to strike out the clans 
make the classification as it exists in the present law, to wit 

Screws commonly called wood screws, two inches or more in ley 
per pound, 

Less than two inches in length, 5) cents per pound, 


Mr. ALDRICH. The Senator from North Carolina is as widely asty., 
if not more so, upon this clause as he was upon the clause in relation ty 
files. The fact is that there is a decrease of duties upon every deseriy, 
tion except in one case, and in that case there is an increase of | cent 
per pound. On screws two inches or over in length the present duty jx 
334 percent. greater than that proposed in the bill. The duty fixed jy, 
the bill is 6 cents per pound, and the existing rate is 8 cents per pound 
On screws of one inch and less than two inches in length there is 37 
per cent. reduction, and on screws over one-half inch and less than oy 
inch 10 percent. Here is a single exception in the bill: * On sero 
over halt an inch and less than one inch in length’’ the present duty 
8) per cent. less than the proposed rate. This class of screws, one-}q|; 
inch in length and less, comprises twenty sizes. The smallest size yy 
quires twenty-seven gross to weigh a pound, the average weight of ai! 
sizes being two and six-tenths ounces to the gross or six and one-hal 
gross to the pound. 

The cost value of this average pound of screws is 60 cents, and th 
proposed duty of 12 cents a pound is but 20 per cent. on that valu: 
The fact is that it costs twenty times as much—and the difference jy 
cost is entirely in labor—to make the smaller sized screws, less than 
half an inch in diameter, as it does the lgrge sizes, above two inches in 
diameter. It is very easy to see—there teed be no mystification—why 
these gentlemen should ask to have a higher rate of duty levied upon 
screws worth twenty times as much as those of a lower price. We hay 
merely made four grades in this bill, instead of two as before. 

Mr. VANCE. I should like to ask the Senator from Rhode Island 
why this classification is changed? I pause for a reply. 

Mr. ALDRICH. What was the question of the Senator from Nort! 
Carolina? 

Mr. VANCE. Why was this classification changed trom the exist- 
ing law to make two other classes? 

Mr. ALDRICH. For the reason that these gentlemen were willing 
to submit and could submit to a large reduction on all the larger sized 
screws, and could not submit to a reduction on the smaller sizes. In 
deed they have been selling the smaller sizes of screws at a loss ever 
They require and ask for a lit 
tle more protection on the very smaller screws but are willing to sub 
mit to a reduction of about 30 per cent. on all the larger sizes. 

Mr. VANCE. Does the Senator know where any of these manutix 


and 


oth) 4 
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ode. 





| tories of wood screws are located ? 


Mr. ALDRICH. ‘There are sixteen or seventeen manufactories, !o 
cated in nine different States. 

Mr. VANCE. Does the Senator know if they have been doing well 
under the present tariff or not ? 

Mr. ALDRICH. While certain patents were in existence, controlled 
by certain of these companies, they made a considerable amount ot 
money and paid large dividends. The patents all expired several years 


. of . | ago, and I can say to the gentleman from personal knowledge that tor 
cation has been changed without any cause visible to the ordinary and | 


the last three or four yearsthey have made but very little if any money 


in any of these different establishments and have paid small dividends 


Mr. VANCE. It seems to me—and that was the object of my ques 
tion—that if they have managed to worry along so far on the present 
duty and present classification they can stand ita little while longer 
We have been reducing other things for them. Nearly all the materia! 
that is used in their manufacture has been reduced and the cost of liv 
ing has been reduced. I do not see why they can not manage to worr) 
along a little longer on the old schedule and come down some on that 
if indeed we are going to reduce taxation atall. I can not but view with 
suspicion this new method of classifying, making two more additional 
classes in this kind of taxation, and the arranging of different schedules 
of duty upon each. If they have been making on the larger sizes to 
such an extent that very few have been able to go in and compete with 
them, it seems to me they might afford to manufacture the other sizes 
which are not quite so profitable with the same rate of duty, if not 
with less. 


Mr. HAWLEY. Do I understand the Senator from North Carolina 


| to propose the existing law instead of the bill? 


| 
| 


Mr. VANCE. No, sir; I propose the existing classification or ent 
meration of the articles with a reduction of 50 per cent. on each one o! 
the classes as they now exist. ; 

Mr. HAWLEY. The reason why these articles are divided into tour 
classes is a very simple one to those who will stop and think, or who 
are already familiar with the manufacture. I will illustrate it thus 
The largest size of screws made in the ordinary trade-list is called No 
30. A single screw there weighs half a pound. Of course there is mut h 
But if you go down 

















to the smallest size, a screw of half an inch, it is called number zero; 
there it takes 27 gross, or 3, 456 beautiful litthe articles, tomake a pound, 
and there is a very heavy waste of material. A statement by some oi 
the manufacturers shows how much it is: 

To make a pound of screws of this class, two pounds of wire rods are re 
quired, and the average loss in material (rods) is not less than 40 per cent. on the 
entire manufacture of screws. 

So that if you are going to graduate the tax according to the value of the 
article per pound, one class may perhaps be worth ten times as much pet 
pound astheother. Ifyou are going to impose the duty with any sort of 
equity, of course you must classify the articles. Chere is iu reduction 
proposed in this bill on the screws two inches or over of 33) per cent 
ever an inch and less than two inches the reduction is 37) per cent. ; 
and on the next class there is a reduction of 1 cent on the pound, and 
there is a slight increase on the last class, that is to say, the class that 
includes those which require twenty-seven gross to make a pound, 

The bill as it stands is perfectly logical and makes a very conside1 
able reduction in the duties imposed. I have not the calculation pre- 
cisely according to the Senate bill—there is a slight diflerence bet ween 
that and the House bill—but the ad valorem duty on the one size upon 
which an advance is proposed will average 26 per cent. only on the cost 
of importation. That caleviation is based on the House bill, which 
vives a larger duty on these sizes than the Senate bill does. 
~ Tt seems to me that the propositions made by the committee are en- 
tirely reasonable and logical and sensible, and according to the nature 
of the business; they are in fact a very considerable reduction. The 
very small screws have not been made at a profit, and will not be under 
this bill, but the manufacturers continue to make them, for they must 
furnish to the trade the whole list. These small screws, I am willing 
to admit, make but a small proportion of the entire value sold, but the 
manufacturers make them at a loss, and expect to do so in spite of this 


loss. 

Mr. DAWES. They are not consumed as much as the larger size 
screws. 

Mr. HAWLEY. There isnotsomuchusedofthem. They arecalled 
wood screws because they are used in screwing into wood. 

Mr. DAWES. The smaller sizes are very little used compared with 
the larger-sized screws above half an inch. The larger sizes 
the most. 

Mr. VANCE. It seems to me that the simplest way to attain to a 
thing in this sort would be to put an ad valorem duty upon the whole 
of it, and then the ad valorem duty of course would keep pace with the 
valueof thearticle and the amount of labor expended wpon it, and jus- 
tice would be done on all sides. 

Mr. ALDRICH. What rate would the Senator suggest ? 

Mr. VANCE. I suppose on an average a duty of 25 per cent. would do. 

Mr. ALDRICH. A few minutes ago the Senate fixed the duty on 
the materials from which screws are made at 30 per cent. ad valorem. 


are used 


Would the Senator think the duty on the screws ought to be made less? | 
Mr. VANCE. The present subsisting duty on the larger size is 69 


per cent. and a fraction, nearly 70 per cent., and on the smaller size 
57.97 per cent. 

Mr. ALDRICH. Would the Senator think the manufictured article 
ought to pay a less rate than the raw material ? 

Mr. VANCE. I suppose an ad valorem duty would include the cost 
of the raw material in the article. 

Mr. ALDRICH. Should it be less? 

Mr. VANCE. Ido not think a specific duty on the raw material 
ought to be imposed and then an ad valorem duty on the article which 
would be less than the specific duty on the raw material. That would 
not be just; but if the ad valorem duty was adhered to, then it would 
include the cost of the material, with all the advance in that cost. 

Mr. ALDRICH. The Senator proposes to fix a lower specific rate on 
the articles than the ad valorem rate on the raw material from which 
they are made. The committee propose, and think it will not be nee- 
essary to make any further statement, to fix a rate equivalent to 20 per 
cent. ad valorem on the portion of this manufacture requiring the largest 
amountof labor when the raw material even pays 30 percent. ad valorem. 

Mr. DAWES. Sothat there will be an inducement to bring it in in 
the manufactured shape rather than in the raw material. It is an in- 
ducement held out to manufacturers abroad rather than here. 

Mr. VANCE. I was not aware that we had passed upon the raw ma- 
terial of which these wood screws are made. 

Mr. DAWES. The Senator should take that into consideration. 

Mr. VANCE. We have not got to that yet. 

Mr. DAWES. We have passed it. 

Mr. VANCE. I propose that we shall argue the merits of these 
duties as we go along. 

Mr. ALDRICH. The last item we passed was the very item itself. 

Mr. VANCE. Does the Senator from Rhode Island assure me that 
the classification here and the new duties would on the whole reduce 
the duties? 

Mr. ALDRICH. I do, sir, to the extent 6f about 37} per cent. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The question is on the amendment 
of the Senator from North Carolina [Mr. VANCE]. 

Mr. VANCE. As the Senator from Rhode Island has made the cal- 
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* that the clause as it stands 
duties, 1 will withdraw the 


culation and [ have not, and he assures me 
will be a reduction of the present existing 
amendment 


rhe item from line 710 to line 716, inclusive, was read, as follows: 

[ron or steel wire, smaller 
I} cents per pound; smallerthan No. 10 and not smallerthan No. 16 wire gauge, 
2 cents per pound; smaller than No, 16 and not smaller than No, 26 wire page, 
2. cents per pound; smal tl 


ler than No. 26 wire 
Mr. BECK. [think agreat mistake has been made in changing a num 
ber of these classilications. I desire to test the sense of the Senate bv 


moving to strike out all of line 711 after the word ‘‘than.”’ to strike out 
all of line 712, and on line 7153 to st pry 


than No.5 and not smaller than No. 10 wire gauge, 


gauge, 3 cents per pound 


rike out ind insert **1!:’? so 
that the clause will read 

Iron or steel wire, smaller than No. 5 an ny , un No \ ynuge, 
1, cents per pound j 

Sixteen is the present chissitication of steel w wel are as well. 
Phere was no classitication stopping at No. 10 until this was invented in 
the report of the Tariff Commission Phere is no reason why it should 
be made. l make the motion, so tha em ite i t pon it, to re 
turn tothe present gauging, two classes instead of tour. 1 to 16 to be tol 
lowed by a lower one from 16 up, without any further limitation 

The PRINCIPAL LEGISLATIVE CLERK It is propos { end in 
line 711, after the word ‘‘than,”’ by strikine out ** No. 10 ue, 
1) cents per pound; smaller than No. 10 and not smaller than andin 
line 713 to strike out »**and insert **1 so that the clause will read 

Iron or steel wire, smaller than No. 5 and not smaller than No. 16. ore 


1, cents per pound 
Mr. ALDRICH 1 will content myself with protesting 
amendment of the Senator trom Kentucky Che present rate 


Wire finer than No. 16 is 2) ce a pound and 20 per cent. ad valorem 


amounting to O5 cents a pound That is reduced on the recommenda 
tion of the Tarif? Commission to varying rates from 14 to 2 7 
reduction of about 1) cents a pound. It has been further reduced by 
the Committee on Finance to1 ind 
very large further reduction asked tor? It will merely transfer the 
manutacture of iron and steel wire from this country to the other side 
We have reduced it already, as I have stated We are less than the 
Tariff Commission; half a cent I 
Mr. BECK. I have nothing further to say, except that the classiticea 
tion from 5 to 16 embraces all the wire used for the wire fencing of the 
country; and I think we ought to get it at a reasonably cheap rate 
considering how it is protected both by patents and high tariffs 
Mr. HOAR. The patents do not protect anybody against foreigners, 
and under the patents the wire manufacture in different States is start 
ing up all over the country. There are some ten or twelve concerns 
which have gone into this wire manufacturing now I will state to 
| the honorable Senator from Kentucky the amount of reduct 


tion the Com 
| mittee of Ways and Means made, knowing the desire of the tarmers to 


eents 


2 cents 2 pound Now, why is this 


ss oon all grades 


get cheap fences; and it has gone as far down as it is possible to do it 
| without shutting up the wire mills. The Committee on Ways and 
Means and the Tariff Commission both fixed this at a very considerably 
higher rate than the Committee on Finance 
Mr. BECK. [ must ask the Senator to come to order, I have been 
called to order so often when I have spoken of the Committeeon Ways 
and Means of the House 
Mr. HOAR. I want the Senator to get through: I did not mean to 
interrupt him 
Mr. BECK. I make the point of order that the Senator has no right 
| to speak of what the Committee on Ways and Means of the House has 
done. I have been stopped so often in doing that. 

Mr. HOAR. I beg the honorable Senator's pardon; I have no right 
to state what the House have done, and I have no right to state what 
has been done there; but when a committee of the House sends « paper 
to the Senate and lays it on our table for our information I have a right 
to allude to that: IL am entirely in order. But I will deter to my hon 
orable friend’s superior experience, better than mine It he thinks J 
am out of order I willy ield. 

Mr. BECK, I desire to say that I have beenstopped very often when 


I made the same reference, and Tam glad to tind that it is not out of 


order. 
Mr. HOAR. If the Senator from Kentucky will pardon me, | un 
derstand the rule extends strictly to alluding to what is done in the 


House. The phrase in Jefferson's Manual is, that ‘‘it is a breach of 
order in debate to notice what has been said on the same subject in the 
other House, or the particular votes or majorities on it there.’* | did 
not understand that the rule went any further than that. I think ifa 
member of the House does something out of the House and sends us 
what he has done, we should have a right to allude to it; but as I said, 
the Senator is very much more likely to be right than I am, and I will 
defer to his larger parliamentary experience. 
All I have to say is that there have been two or three almost hostile 
considerations of this matter of the duty on wire, and they have pared 
| it clear down to the quick from the present duty; and then our Finance 
| Committee have reduced it between 30 and 40 per cent. lower than that, 
reducing from 2} cents to 2, from 2} to 24, and from 3} to2). Those 


between numbers 10, 16, and 18 are the sizes of wire used either in 
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single wires or instrands in making the barbed-wire fence. It isagreater 
reduction than any other reduction I think of in the tariff. I should 
be perfectly willing to leave this matter to the Senator from Kentucky 
himself, because I know that whatever may be his opinions he does not | 
wish to shut up thisindustry, which supports 15,000 persons in my own 
city, and [ say it is an industry which is growing up all overthe country, 
at Cleveland, Chicago, Saint Louis, in various States. The price of wire 
fence isconstantly goingdown. 1 do not mean that within three months 
or six months it does not have its rises and falls, but ascompared with 
three years ago or five years ago or ten years ago. 

The invention of this one single firm, to which the Senator alluded, 
saves the furmers of this country every year $50,000,000 in the cost of 
repairs of fences, saying nothing about their original outlay for build- 
ing. ‘The mere item of repairing the farmers’ fences of this country, 
taking the fences to be of the cheap kind, the slab fences, taking that 
as your basis of estimate, saves the farmers of this country between 
forty and fifty million dollars every year in the item of repairs of exist- 
ing fences. . 

It is true, as has been said, that the large sum of $130,000 a year is 
paid to this establishment for royalties on patents; but there are, I do 
not remember the number, but many hundred patents, and these firms 
in their turn pay one neighbor of mine $7,000 a year as royalty for an 
invention that he made in one part of their process, It is not pocketed 
by the owners of the establishment, but the royalties go among the great 
number of inventors who are workmen and mechanics and skilled men. 

As I said, the Tariff Commission and the other reports we have on 
our table have cut this thing clear down into the flesh. When the 
Finance Committee have gone still further, I hope the Senator will be 
contented to abide for the present with the judgment of the committee. 

Mr. BECK. I desire, in the first place, to restore the classification 
of the existing law from No. 5 to 16. I have never been able to see 
any good reason why there should be a classification made smaller than 
No. 5 and not smaller than No. 10 at 14 cents, and then another classi- 
fication raising it from No. 10 to No. 16 two-tenths of a cent. Iam will- 
ing to make a proposition to put those two classifications together as 
they are now in the existing law from not smaller than No. 5. 

Mr. HOAR. Willthe Senator pardon me one moment before he pro- 
ceeds? 

Mr. BECK. Yes, sir. 

Mr. HOAR. As I understand, this material is brought over here or 
imported in the form of steel rods. Some, of course, of our manufact- 
urers roll their own rods, as was stated by another Senator, the Sena- 
tor from Ohio [Mr. SHERMAN] I think. Then the wire is put intothe 
block and each drawing reduces the size of the wire very slightly. 1 
presume for these small sizes of wire there may be twenty or thirty 
drawings through the blocks; I am not able to say from actual infor- 
mation, but a great many. ‘The reason, therefore, for the classification 
is that when you get this very small-size wire you add infinitely to its 
cost; it is all labor. 

Mr. BECK. Up to No. 16, as was shown by the wire gauge the other 
day, they do not get to be very small. From 16 up to361T am willing 
they shall have an addition because of the additional labor; but we have 
reduced just now by a vote of the Senate ‘‘iron or steel rivet, screw, 
nail, fence, and wire rods, round, or flat with longitudinal ribs, in coils 
and loops, not lighter than No. 5 wire gauge,’’ from 1 cent a pound 
down to six-tenths of 1 cent. 

Mr. HOAR. Lam sorry to keep interrupting the Senator, but have 
you reduced it? Have you not simply reduced a proposed increase? 
The rate is still as high as it is in the old tariff; if 1am not misinformed, 
a little higher. 

Mr. BECK. The proposition that was made by the Tariff Commis- 
sion and in the bill now before the Senate by the Committee on Finance 
has been reduced from 1 cent a pound to six-tenths of 1 cent a pound, 
nearly half. 

Mr. DAWES. The Senator forgets that it is still higher in the bill 
than the existing law. 

Mr. BECK. 1 will state what I am willing todo. I am willing to 
strike out the No. 10 wire gauge, for which there can be no good rea- 
son, and return to the old schedule of smaller than No. 5 and not smaller 
than No. 16, which embraces all the wire that is used for wire fencing, 
and make it 14 cents a pound, as is now proposed in the bill, to be in 
correspondence with the other proposition of wire rods at 1 cent a pound, 
which has been reduced to six-tenths, and allow the 1} cents a pound 
to remain on steel wire, which they now propose from Nos. 1 to 10, ex- 
tending it only to 16, and that is certainly a less proportionate reduc- 
tion than the Committee on Finance have made when they were pro- 
posing that the steel rod should be 1 cent a pound, which we have made 
six-tenths of 1 cent. I only propose now to extend the classification 
from 5 to 16 at 1} cents. They propose from 1 to 10 and extend it to 
16, so as to certainly embrace the wire used for wire fences. 

Mr. ALDRICH. I hardly think that the Senator from Kentucky can 
understand the effect of the amendment he has proposed. 

Mr. BECK. Yes, I do. 

Mr. ALDRICH. I think I can safely appeal to his spirit of fairness 
after the explanation which I will make of the effect of this amendment. 

Under the existing duty, which averages 3.6 cents a pound for all 
wire under No. 16 wire gauge, including in that iron and steel, there 
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were imported last year into this country 1,502,469 pounds, and ¢). 
average rate ad valorem was 50 per cent. of the value. The rate {iyo 
by the Committee on Finance reduces that from 3.6 to 2 cents and 4, 
1} cents, or to an average rate of 26 per cent. The rate fixed py the 
committee is only 26 per cent., and the Senator from Kentucky prop. ea 
to reduce that from 2 cents to 1}, or a reduction of about 30 per 2 nt 
from that. : 

The Senator is mistaken about the present law. The present Jay 
makes one classification down to one-quarter of an inch thick, and they 
another classification from one-quarter up to No. 16. The bill which 
we propose leaves out the quarter of an inch, as we have done in every 
vase, and. fixes the line of difference at No. 10 wire gauge, instead of ‘ 
quarter of an inch, and leaving the same number of classifications ¢).; 
there are under existing law. 

I can not see how the Senator from Kentucky can in fairness 0; in 
justice ask that this duty be reduced below 26 per cent. ad valorem 
when the reduction is one-half of the present duty. 

Mr. BECK. In the paragraph that we passed upon a moment ayy 
reducing the rate from 1 cent per pound to six-tenths of 1 cent per 
pound we had provided for all the rods lighter than No. 5 wire gauge. 
as the Senator will see by looking at the bill. That is a quarter of ay 
inch; an eighth is No. 10; and as we have reduced that from 1 cent to 
six-tenths of 1 cent I am only asking to make it 14 cents on from No 
5 to No. 16. Below that I admit, and I admitted when I first rose. 
that we had to make an increase because of the fineness of the wire. 
and this is a much larger proportion, 14 cents up to 5 and to 16, than 
six-tenths of 1 cent is upon the rods. 

Mr. ALDRICH. But the Senator forgets that six-tenths of a cent 
is about equivalent to the present rate, and that while the Committe 
on Finance agreed to a reduction of three-quarters of a cent a pound 
here, they did not recommend any reduction upon rods. 

Mr. BECK. No; but the Senate has done it. 

Mr. ALDRICH. The Senate has not put down the duty on the pres 
ent rate where the importations to which I alluded are. 

Mr. PLATT. The committee have already in the bill reduced th: 
duty upon wire of which fences are made from 3.6 or 3} cents a pound 
to2centsa pound. It leaves only about a 26 per cent. ad valorem 
duty on the wire. The Senate has already put 30 per cent. ad valorem 
duty on the steel rods, which is the lower process of manufacture. ‘Thy 
wire manufacturers, I am confident, will not be able to manutictur 
wire with any such reduction as that proposed by the Senator from 
Kentucky. The committee recommends a 40 per cent. reduction and 
it would seem as if that was enough, 

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr. HAWLEy in the chair). Th 
question is on the amendment of the Senator from Kentucky {| Mr 
Beck]. It will be reported. 

The PRINCIPAL LEGISLATIVE CLERK. In line 711, after the word 
‘‘than,’’ it is proposed to strike out the words ‘‘ No. 10 wire gange, 1 
and one-half cents per pound; smaller than No. 10, and not smaller 
than;’’ and in line 713 to strike out ‘“* two’ and insert ‘‘one and one 
half;’’ so as to read: 

Iron or steel wire, smaller than No.5, and not smallerthan No, 16 wire gauge 
1} cents per pound. 

Mr. ALDRICH. I ask for the yeas and nays on the amendment 

The yeas and nays were ordered, and the Principal Legislative Clerk 
proceeded to call the roll. 

Mr. JONAS (when his name was called). [am paired with the 
Senator from New Jersey [Mr. McPHERSON]. If he were here, I should 
vote ‘* yea.”’ 

Mr. MITCHELL (when his name was called). I was paired with 
the Senator from Virginia [Mr. JoHNsToN], but the pair has been 
transferred to the senior Senator from T#node Island [Mr. ANTHONY]. 
I vote ‘* nay.’’ 

Mr. SAULSBURY (when his name was called). 
the Senator from Michigan [Mr. Ferry]. 
vote ** yea. 

The roll-eall was concluded. 

Mr. GROOME (after having voted in the affirmative). 
the Senator from New York [Mr. MILLER] has voted. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. He has not. 

Mr. GROOME. Then I withdraw my vote. 

Mr. FARLEY (after having voted in the affirmative). I voted under 
the impression that my colleague [Mr. MILLER, of California] was 1n 
the Chamber. I am paired with him. I withdraw my vote. 

The result was announced—yeas 24, nays 27; as follows~ 


I am paired with 
If he were here, I should 


Task whether 





YEAS—24. 
Barrow, Cockrel! Hampton, Pugh, 
Bayard, Coke, Harris, Ransom, 
Beck, Garland, Jackson, Vance, -° 
Butler, George, Jones of Florida, Van Wyck, 
Call, Gorman, Maxey, Vest, 
Camden, Grover, Morgan, Walker. 

NAYS—27. 
Aldrich, Dawes, Hoar, Morrill, 
Allison, Edmunde, Ingalls Platt, 
Blair, Frye, Lapham, Plumb, 
Cameron of Pa., Hale, I Rollins, 
Cameron of Wis., Harrison, MeDill, Sawyer, 
Chilcott, Hawley, MeMiilan, Sherman. 
Conger, Hill, Mitchell, 
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ABSENT—25. 


thony, Groome, Mahone, Slater, 
—_—_ Johnston, Miller of Cal., Voorhees, 
Brow? i Jonas, Millerof N. Y., Williams, 
ere of W.Va., Jones of Nevada, Pendleton, Windom. 
Davis < - Kellogg, Saulsbury, 
at 9 Lamar, Saunders, 
Ferry, P McPherson, Sewell, 


So the amendment was rejected, 

The next paragraph, from line 717 to line 741, was read, as follows 

Provided, That iron or steel wire covered with cotton, silk, or other material, 
and wire commonly Known as crinoline, corset, and hat wire, shall pay 4 cents 
pom ound inaddition to the foregoing rates: And provided further, That noarticle 
00 e from iron or steel wire, or of which iron or steel wire is a component part 
if chief value, shall pay a less rate of duty than the iron orsteel wire from which 
it js made either wholly or in part: And provided further, That iron or steel wire 
cloths and iron or steel wire nettings, made in meshes of any form, shall pay a 

loths, - 

duty equal in amount to that im ; 
and 2 cents per pound in addition thereto: And provided further, That wire 
rope and wire strand, of iron or steel wire, shall pay the same rates of duty that 
are levied on the wire of which they are made and one-fourth of | cent per 
ound additional: Provided, That on all of the kinds of iron or steel, or articles 
3 manufactures of iron or steel, hereinbefore in this act enumerated, when gal- 
vanized, or coated with any metal, or compound, alloy, or mixture of metals, by 
any process whatsoever, there shall be paid (excepting on what are known com- 
mereially as tin-plates, terne- lates, and taggers’ tin, and hereinbefore provided 
for), one-half cent per pound in addition to the rates provided in this act. 

Mr. MORRILL. I move to amend this clause in line 732 by striking 
out ‘‘ one-fourth of,’’ in order to leave the duty upon wire rope 1 cent 
per pound additional instead of one-fourth of a cent, so as to read: 

And 1 cent per pound additional. 

That was agreed to by a majority of the Committee on Finance after 
the bill was reported. 

Mr. BECK. To make it an additional cent. 

Mr. MORRILL. An additional cent for the rope, and | say to the 
Senator from Kentucky, and I believe I shall be in order in saying it, that 
another body that claims the power to originate these bills has made it 
3cents, but I think lcentis enough. It ought to be that at least, for 
the reason that we want to secure the best rope that can be made, and 
the best rope is made by Americans. 

Mr. BECK. Ithink the commission themselves only recommend, 
as the provision of the bill is: 

That wire rope and wire strand, of iron or steel wire, shall pay the same rat 
of duty that are levied on the wire of which they are made 


~e 
4s 


That is as far as the Tariff Commission would venture to go, and Mr. 
Roebling, I believe, and somebody else, who are putting up a bridge at 
New York, made a death struggle to have an allowance of a half cent 


sed on iron or steel wire of the same gauce, | 


While there is no sucl 


1 classification in this bill, still this wire rope and 
wire strands are material 


sthat enter very importantly into the use of ship- 
ping, in which the country has ever a great deal of interest 

Mr. HOAR. TI rise t order. Which amendment 
now pending ¥ 

‘he PRESIDING OFFICER. The amendment offered by the Sen 
ator trom Vermont in behalf of the committee on line 732. 

Mr. HOAR. We can not hear the Senator 
side of the Chamber, and we should be glad to. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. 
better order. 


a question of Is 


K 
from Delaware on this 
The Chair requests that there may be 
The Chair will inform the Senator from Delaware that 


perhaps he is not aware that an amendment is pending, offered by the 
Senator from Vermont 

Mr. BAYARD Let it be read 

The ACTING SECRETARY In line 732, after the word ‘‘and,"’ it is 
moved to strike out *‘ one-fourth of:"* so as to read 

That wire rope and wire strand, of iron or steel wire, shall pay the same rates 
of duty that are levied on the wire of which they are mace and L cent per pound 
additional. 


Mr. BAYARD. That is $22.40. a ton additional upon this wire ro 
I have never heard that the duty upon wire rope was not a very full 
one. I have never heard the slightest complaint as to the insufliciency 
of the protection upon that; and it seems to me that the proposed ad 
vance tallies very strangely with the proposition to relieve American 
shipping. Wire rope isnow anessential. Wire rope for all sorts of hoist 
ing apparatus is essential. Its use is increasing and extending daily 
The demand tor it is in itself#an enormous advantage to those who hav« 
already a very large barrier of taxation between them and foreign com 
petition; and I submit that this is not the time, nor is it wise or right 
to tax the mechanical industries of this country by raising the pric 
from 20 to 26 per cent. higher than it was before of the product of this 


” 


| very highly protected manutacture. 


utes | 


jor reasons they thought satisfactory, and as long as I heard it argued | 
in committee they did not have anything; the ‘Tariff Commission did | 


not report anything, and now some pressure has come to double up the 
duty on the wire when it is made into rope. I suppose Mr. Roebling, 
or some of those gentlemen who want to get twice what the thing is 
worth, have got this done, although the Tariff Commission, which is 
held up to us as being worthy of great consideration, recommend noth- 


ing, and we did not for a long time think we ought to do anything; | 
but in deference to Mr. Roebling we put one-fourth of a cent additional | 
duty on, and now we are to double the price of wire and give him a | 


cent additional duty. That is the whole proposition. 
Mr. MORRILL. It takes in any case thirty or forty strands of this 
wire to put into this rope, and it is an article that-is worth almost double 


| be able to do: but I wi 


after it is put into the shape of a wire cable or rope, and this addition | 


is necessary whether recommended by the Tariff Commission or not. 

Mr. SAULSBURY. I desire to offer an amendment. I move to in- 
sert ‘‘and fence wire’’ after the word ‘‘tin’’ in line 739. The pro- 
vision is: 

That on all of the kinds of iron or steel, or articles or manufactures of iron or 
steel, hereinbefore in this act enumerated, when galvanized, or coated with any 
metal, or compound, alloy, or mixture of metals, by any process whatsoever, 
there shall be paid (excepting on what are known commercially as tin-plates, 
terne-plates, and tagger-tin, and hereinbefore provided for) Ke. 

In line 739, after the word ‘‘ tin,’’ I propose to add ‘‘and fence-wire;’’ 
80 as to read: 

Thaton all of the kinds of iron or steel, or articles or manufactures of iron or 
steel, hereinbefore in this act enumerated, when galvanized, or coated with any 
metal, or compound, alloy, or mixture of metals, by any process whatsoever, 
there shall be paid (excepting on what are known commercially as tin-plates, 
terne-plates, and tagger-tin, and fence-wire, and hereinbefore provided for), 
one-half cent per pound in addition to the rates provided in this act. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Senator from Delaware is per- 
haps not aware that an amendment is pending on an entirely different 
subject in line 732. 

_ Mr. SAULSBURY. I was not aware there was an amendment pend- 
ing. I shall offer this amendment after that is disposed of. 

Mr. BAYARD. I have a paper before me which states that— 


a. present and proposed duties on wire used for hoisting purposes are as fol- 
8: 


Present. Proposed. | Increase. 

: Per cent. | Percent. | Per cent. 
Charcoal-iron ropes................<.-00<:s0ese++ee00e | 56to57)| 98to 105 75 to S4 
Crucible-steel EEE ebeuseiveerecciseveveeseoncossscceces ! 7 to 51 57to & 20 to 22 

' 
a ' 








| article, and the American i 


What is the use now of adding $22.40 per ton, as 
Vermont proposes? It was $35 until he changed it 
of speaking of relieving industry when you shall make it 
more and more expensive to obtain that which is ¢ 
necessity in so many branches of industry ? 
sening the dutic 


the Senator from 

What is the 
American 
rowing into a daily 
In the mine you are 
>on domestic coal The object is, of cours 


, togiveto 


our manufieturers the prime materials of their manufacture as low as 
possible. If you give with one hand and take away with the other, 
what benefit or advantage is it to them? Iam told this is a very ex 
pensive article, and it is a very essential article. The cables that are 


used on the street-railways now are cco.aposed of it; and T might men 
tion a hundred other illustrations of its application to daily use. What 
is the idea at this time, when the demand is increasing, when the duty 
already is abundant, of putting another tax of $22.40aton? Is 
that the Senator from Vermont would be wise in striking out 
of these lines. You have tax enough on it Isubmit that as 
ment to his amendment 

Mr. MORRILL. It is very clear that we have made a low rate 
the wire; and all that we propose in addition to the wire itself, from 
which this rope is made, isl centa pound. ‘The Senator from New Jet 
sey is not here, or he might perhaps explain it more fully than | shall 
sh tosay that there isa necessity that there shall 
be a difference between the duty on wire rope and the duty on the wire 
itself. The wire rope that is imported trom Germany, as in very many 
instances in coal mines and in elevators, has been found to be 
s much better. 


; f 
ubmit 


the whole 


aunamend 


upon 


it MMOL 


| 
This proposition made by 


| me is less two-thirds (that is, it is ] cent instead of 3) than what has heen 


| proposed by a body that claims th 





right to originate tariff bills, and it 
is a very low addition in consideration of the amount of labor that 
added to this wire to make it into wire rope. 

Mr. BECK. The Senator trom Vermont has succeeded by voting 
down an amendment that I offered a little while ago by the aid ot his 
western friends, in doubling up already the rate of duty on the 


wire 
fences that have to go over those plains. I hope they will be able to 
answer to their farmer constituents as well as they can to the Senate 
He has already placed upon wire rope in the last five minutes, under 
No. 16, which is larger than the strands of whieh almost an ire rope 
is made, a tax of $56 per ton, and upon all smaller than No. 26, 267.20 
aton. That is the tax imposed in the last five minutes upon the wire 


out of which this rope is made 

Now, in addition to the $67.20 a ton thus imposed, he proposes to 
add $22.40 per ton, making the tax upon the wire rope 580.60 per ton. 
Even the Tariff Commission did not venture to suggest any such in 
crease. Nobody ventured to suggest beyond a quarter of a cent a pound 
in the committee so long as I was ever present in it, and I think I was 
at every meeting, and that came only under the pretense that Mr. 
Roebling, who was building a bridge at Brooklyn, thought he ought to 
have some little extra upon that rope, and after long hesitation it was 
conceded at a quarter of a cent a pound, Now, with wire under No 
26 already taxed $67.20 a ton, $22.40 is to be added, making #60, 
when nobody has ever ventured to come before any committee publicly 
and demand it. 

I do not care what the House committee has done, but since reference 
is made to it I may say that it is under the lead of a representative man, 
Judge KELLEY, of Pennsylvania, who I do not doubt would make it 6 


SO. 
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cents a pound; and there is where I apprehend the trouble with this 
bill is going to be when the Senator from Vermont and the gentleman 
from Pennsylvania get together in their conference committee. 

Again, I think this whole provision oaght to be stricken out, from 
line 717 down to line 741, because that is one of the favorite ways by 
indirect means of doubling taxation. 


What they dare not make high | 


enough directly and take a vote on, comes in in the form of provisos. | 
Why, sir, when I rose a moment ago and yielded to the Senator from | 


Vermont, I rose to make a suggestion in regard to another branch of 
this proviso a few lines above, from lines 725 to 729: 

And provided further, That iron or steel-wire cloths and iron or steel-wire net- 
tings, made in meshes of any form, shall pay a duty equal in amount to that im- 
posed on iron or steel wire of the same gauge, and 2 cents per pound in addition 
thereto 

Every human being who lives in a country where they can not keep 
the mosquitoes out without the little wire netting, after having paid a 
tax of $67.20 a ton for the netting to make the mosquito bars, has to 
pay $22.40 more a ton or $89.60 to protect somebody, and this is done 


in the innocent guise of a proviso; and so when you follow here one of 


these provisos it is an adroit, cunning way of doubling up taxation in 
i way that they dare not make it in a direct proposition. Think of it; 
in the Northwest where I have been many a time, in Minnesota, Kan- 
sus, and Nebraska, where the mosquitoes are it is true not as big as 
geese, but where they are very vigorous, $89 a ton is put on the wire 
that the people living among mosquitoes have to have in their windows 
or they can not live. 
$89.60 a ton on wire that these poor people have to put over their win- 
dows to keep out the mosquitoes, and do it in the name of protecting 
American labor, while those very people have to raise their wheat and 
their corn and send it abroad and to sell it in competition with all the 
pauper labor of the world. 

I hope that these provisos will be carefully scanned and looked at 
from the beginning to the end, and it will be found that thére is a series 
of provisions seeking to create taxes unduly, and this provision made 
by the Senator from Vermont is not the recommendation of anybody 
until he brings it in to-day and says it has the sanction of a majority 
of the committee. No man appeared before the committee to ask for 
it; no man claimed that he had a right to it; no man claimed that he 
needed it; no man claimed that $67.20 a ton or 3 cents a pound upon 
the wire of which these rods are made was not suflicient protection 
against anybody anywhere, and yet I suppose it will be voted through. 
I shall at least have the benefit of having the yeas and nays called upon 
it before it is done. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Senator from Vermont moves to 
strike out ‘‘ one-fourth of,’’ in line 732, and the Senator from Delaware 
moves as a further amendment to strike out the whole proviso, begin- 
ning in line 729, down to and including the word ‘‘additional,’’ in 
line 732. ‘The question is first on the amendment offered by the Sena- 
tor from Vermont [Mr. MorRILL]. 

Mr. BECK. Ido not want that to go without the yeas and nays. 

The yeas and nays were ordered, and the Principal Legislative Clerk 
proceeded to call the roll. 

Mr. SAULSBURY (when his name was called). 
the Senator from Michigan [Mr. Ferry]. 
vote ‘*nay.’’ 

The roll-call was concluded. 

Mr. JONAS. Lam paired with the Senator from New Jersey [ Mr. 
McPHERSON ]; otherwise I should vote ‘‘nay.”’ 

I desire to announce the pair of the Senator from Kentucky [Mr. 
WILLIAMS] with the Senator from Nevada [Mr. JonEs]. 

The result was announced—yeas 9, nays 41; as follows: 


I am paired with 
If he were here, I should 


YEAS—9. 
Blair, Edmunds, Lapham, Morrill, 
Cameron of Pa., foar, Mitchell, Sherman. 
Dawes, 

NAYS—4l 
Allison, Conger, Harris, Pugh, 
Barrow, Davis of Il., Harrison, Ransom, 
Bayard, Farley, Hill, Rollins, 
Beck, Frye, Ingalls, Sawyer, 
Butler, Garland, Jackson, Vance, 
Call, George, Jones of Florida, Van Wyck, 
Camden, Gorman, MeDill, Vest, 
Cameron of Wis., Groome, MeMillan, Walker 
Chileott, Grover, Maxey, 
Cockrell, Hale, Miller of Cal 
Coke, Hampton, Morgan, 

ABSENT—2. 

Aldrich, Johnston, Mahone, Sewell, 
Anthony, Jonas, Miller of N. Y., Slater, 
Brown, Jones of Nevada, Pendleton, Voorhees, 
Davis of W.Va., Kellogg, Platt, Williams, 
Fair, Lamar, Plumb, Windom. 
Ferry, Logan, Saulsbury, 
Hawley, McPherson, Saunders, 


So the amendment was rejected. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER, The question now is on the amend- 
ment of the Senator from Delaware [Mr. BAYARD], to strike out the 
Proviso, 


Mr. BAYARD. I withdraw that motion for the present. 


Senators from Western States will vote a tax of 


| 














Mr, BECK, I move in line 728 to strike out ‘*2”* and insert © 1: 
so that the proviso will read, beginning on line 724: , 

_ And provided further, That iron or steel-wire cloths, and iron or stee|-wire -_ 
tings, made in meshes of any form, shall pay a duty equal in amountto that = 
posed on iron or steel wire of the same gauge, and | cent per pound in additio, 
thereto. i 

I said when | was up before all that I desire to say; I make the py, 
tion because all the wire that is used in small netting, by peo} 
can not live unless they have screens made of wire under No, 26 wip, 
gauge, pay $67.20 a ton, and $22,40 on that, making $89.60. ‘Thay \. 
surely protection enough, where people have to buy these things, anq 
can not live without them. 

Mr. HOAR. Will the Senator from Kentucky state how much » 
cents a pound would amount to as a protection on these articles, whic) 
are usually articles requiring a great deal of skilland very light in wei}; 
In a set of window-screens the steel wire would be only 2 or 
apiece. 

Mr. BECK. I do not know how much it would amount to in ego), 
one, but I know that these screens are a matter of absolute necessity 
and the proposition I make leaves a protection of $89.60 a ton, and Gi: 
knows that is enough, no matter how light it is. 

Mr. MORRILL. I presume the Senator does not know how ligh 
these are in proportion to their dimensions. I suppose that a wire pe 
screen suflicient for a window would not weigh one pound. It isa yer, 
difficult article to weave. It requires peculiar machinery to weay, 
it, and skilled labor; and as to the price it would not make any ditle) 
ence in the price of it if you were to take the duty entirely off, but i 
is absolutely necessary if the manufacture is to continue in this country 
that there should be a small duty upon it. It is even more necessary 
than it is upon cottons, wools, or silks. 

Mr. SAULSBURY. I desire tosay that theSenator labors under sony 
misapprehension astothe costof this wire. I live in a sectionof coun 
try where we are annoyed by mosquitoes, and inevery outside door 0; 
window to every comfortable house there are these screens placed. | 
know that in my own house there is not a single window but has a 
wire screen, as well as on theoutside doors of my dwelling. Such is the 
case with all the people of thatcommunity, and I apprehendevery othe: 
community where the annoyance of mosquitoes exists, so that it isa 
very considerable matter. 

Mr. PLATT. Mr. President, I should like to vote intelligently on 
this question if I can, and therefore I should like to get some informa- 
tion. This is a branch of manufacture. The manutacturer buys his 
wire and he pays for it whatever the going price is. He is entitled toy 
certain fair degree of protection on his manufacture when he manutict 
ures it into wire«loth. Ido not know how much it costs. I would 
like to have a fair and adequate protection to him. I think he should 
have 30 per cent. ad valorem at least. If any one can tell what it costs 
to manufacture a pound of this wire into a pound of cloth, we should 
have some intelligent rule upon which we can fix the duty which ought 
to go upon the cloth. I apprehend it is not too high now. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Senator from Kentucky [M: 
BECK] moves to strike out ‘‘two,’’ in line 728, and to insert ‘‘ one.” 
The question is on that amendment. 

The question being put, there were on a division—ayes 23, noes 27 

Mr. BECK. I call for the yeas and nays. 

The yeas and nays were ordered, and the Principal Legislative Clerk 
proceeded to call the roll. 

Mr. GROOME (when his name was called). 
Senator from New York [Mr. MILLER]. 

Mr. SAULSBURY (when his name was called). [am paired with 
the Senator fronr Michigan [Mr. Ferry]. If he were here, I should 


le who 


” 
o cents 


ron 


I am paired with the 


vote ‘*yea.”’ 

The result was announced—yeas 24, nays 27; as follows: 

YEAS—24. 
Barrow, Cockrell, Gorman, Morgan 
Bayard, Coke, Hampton, Pugh, 
Beck, Davis of Ill., Harris, Vance, 
Butler Farley, Jackson, Van Wyck 
Call, Garland, Jonesof Florida, Vest, 
Camden, George, Maxey, Walker. 
NAYS—27. 
Aldrich, Dawes, Hoar, Morrill, 
Allison, Edmunds, Lapham, Platt, 
Blair, e, aygan, Plumb 
Cameron of Pa., Hale, MecDill, Rollins, 
Cameron of Wis., Harrison, MeMillan, Sawyer, 
Chilcott, Hawley, Miller of Cal., Sherman 
Conger, Hill, Mitchell, 
ABSENT—2. 

Anthony, Ingalls, Mahone, Slater, 
Brown, Johnston, Millerof N. Y., Voorhees, 
Davisof W. Va., Jonas, Pendleton, Williams 
Fair, Jones of Nevada, Ransom, Windom 
Ferry, Kellogg, Saulsbury, 
Groome, Lamar, Saunders, 
Grover, McPherson, Sewell, 


So the amendment was rejected. 
Mr. VANCE. It is now a quarter to 6, and Saturday evening | 


move that the Senate adjourn 
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Mr. MORRILL. I will say to the Senator from North Carolina that 
I am merely anxious to get through with the next page, that disposes of 
iron and steel, and I will then move for an executive session if he will 
withdraw his motion. I hope we shall not adjourn until we finish this 
one page, and I do not think there is any matter of dispute in it; and 
when we reach the end of it I shall move an executive session. 

Mr. DAVIS, of Illinois. Mr. President, it is Saturday night andal- 
most everybody wishes to adjourn. Youcan not get through with the 
next page. , : ; ; 

Mr. SHERMAN. Ten minutes will carry us through the next page. 

Mr. MORRILL. I think five minutes will. 

Mr. DAVIS, of Illinois. 
withdraw his motion, I shall move that the Senate proceed to the con- 
sideration of executive business. 

Mr. VANCE. I yield for that purpose. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The question is on the motion of the 


Senator from Illinois, that the Senate proceed to the consideration of 


executive business. 

Mr. EDMUNDS.  [ eall for the yeas and nays. 

The yeas and nays were ordered and taken. 

Mr. GROOME. Iam paired with the Senator from New York [M1 
MILLER]. 

The result was announced—yeas 26, nays 26; as follows 


YEAS—25. 
Barrow Coke, Harris, Ransom 
Bayard, Davis of Il! Jackson, Vance 
Beck, Farley, Jonas, Van Wyck 
Butler, Garland, Jones of Florida, Vest, 
Call, George, Maxey, Walke 
Camden, Gorman, Morgan, 
Cameron of Pa., Hampton, Pugh, 

NAYS—26. 
Aldrich, Dawes, Ingalls, Morril! 
Allison, Edmunds, Lapham, Platt, 
Blair, Frye, Logan, Rollins 
Cameron of Wis., Harrison MeDill, Sawyer 
Chilcott, Hawley, MeMillan, Sherman 
Cockrell, Hill, Miller of Cal 
Conger, Hoar, Mitchell, 

ABSENT—21. 

Anthony, Grover, McPherson, Saunders 
Brown, Hale, Mahone, Sewell, 
Davis of W. Va., Johnston, Miller of N. Y., Slater, 
Fair, Jones of Nevada, Pendleton, Voorhees, 
Ferry, Kellogg, Plumb, Williams, 
Groome, Lamar, Saulsbury, Windom 


So the motion was not agreed to. 

Mr. VANCE. I now move that the Senate adjourn. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The question is on the motion of the 
Senator from North Carolina [Mr. VANCE], that the Senate adjourn. 
{Putting the question]. The Chair is in doubt. 

Mr. VANCE called tor the yeas and nays, and they were ordered. 

Mr. HOAR. I thought last night when we voted to adjourn there 
was an engagement by the Senator from Kentucky [Mr. Beck], and I 


think other Senators on that side, that if we adjourned then they would | 


sit to a late hour this evening 
Mr. HARRIS. The Senator from Massachusetts certainly did not 
understand that there was anything like a general consent to any such 
suggestion. 
Mr. HOAR. 
Mr. BECK. 
setts, I will say that I said last night, and I repeat again, that when- 
ever a notice is given to us that there is adesire to have a night session, 
I will stay as long as any one. The Senator from Vermont was kind 
enough to say yesterday evening that he had not given notice; and 
none has been given to-day. It is now nearly 6 0’clock. 


No dissent was expressed. 


gentlemen around me tell me they have engagements for this evening. 

Mr. HOAR. I understand that notice was given lest night 

Mr. BECK. None was given. 

Mr. HOAR. I have no doubt the Senator from Kentucky will carry 
out everything he says. 

Mr. MORRILL. I wish to give notice now that I shall on Monday, 
and after that during the week, ask for a continuous session into the 
evening, in order to get through with the bill next week. 

Mr. VAN WYCK. Then I suggest to the Senator not to press this 
matter further to-night. 

Mr. EDMUNDS and others. Let us go ahead. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The motion is to adjourn, on which 
the yeas and nays have been ordered. 

The Principal Legislative Clerk proceeded to call the roll. 

Mr. MITCHELL. My pair with the Senator from Virginia [Mr 
JOHNSTON] is transferred to the Senator from Rhode Island [ Mr. 
ANTHONY]. 

Mr. SAULSBURY. The pair which I announced with the Senator 
from Michigan [Mr. Ferry] is transferred to the Senator from Missis- 
sippi (Mr. LAMAR], and I vote “‘yea.”’ 

_Mr. GROOME. I announce my pair with the Senator from New 
York (Mr. MILLER]. 


If the Senator from North Czrolina will | 


As my name was called by the Senator from Massachu- | 


! I care noth- | 
ing about it, but whenever notice is given I am willing to stay; but | 
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The result was announced—yeas 27, nays 26; as follows 
YEAS—27 
Barrow Coke Ilarris Ransom 
Bayard Davis of I) Jackson Saulsbury 
Beck, Farley Jonas Vance, 
Butler Garland Jones of Florida Van Wyck 
Call, Ceorge Maxey Vest 
Camden Gorman Morwa Walker 
Cameron of Pa Hampto Pugh 
N AYS—36 
Aldrich Dawes Ingalls Morrill 
Allison, Edmund- Lapham Platt, 
Blair, Frye Logan Rollins 
Cameron of Wis Hale Mebill Sawyer 
Chilcott Ilaw MeMil Sherman 
; Cockrel! Hill Miller of ¢ 
Conger lloa Mite! 
ABSENT 2 
Anthony) (i MeP! owe 
Brown Harriso Mahon Slate 
Davis of W. Va Johnston Miller of N. \ Voorh 
Fair, Jones of N Pendletor Williams 
Ferry Kellogy Plun \ { 
Groom Lamar Saunders 
So the motion was avreed t ind p.m 
the Senate adjiourne { 
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
SATURDAY, January 27, 18385. 
The House met at 11 o'cloel ee ie r by the Chaplain, Rev, 1 
D. POWER 
The Journal of \ proceed rs is read and approved 
| SURVEYOR © iit PORT oF NEW ORLEANS 
| ‘ , ‘ 
Mr. LYNCH [ ask unanimous consent to take from the Speaker's 
table for present consideration a Senate bill to which [think there will 
be no objection 
| The SPEAKER. What is the title of the bill 
| Mr. LYNCH It is Senate bill No 15??. fixing the salar ot the ul 
| veyor of the port of New Orleans 
| The SPEAKER The bill will be read, after which the Chair will 
} ask for objection 
| The bill was read, as follows 
| Be it enacted, &e., That the salary of the surveyor of the port of New Or i 
be, and is hereby, fixed at 34,500 per annum 


The SPEAKER 
| the bill just read ? 

Mr. HOLMAN. 

Mr. LYNCH. I think if the gentleman will hear an explanation 

Mr. HOLMAN. I will reserve my right to object until the gentle 
man can explain the bill 

Mr. LYNCH. I will say that section 2719 of the Revised Statutes 
of the United States fixes the compensation of certain officers therein 
named, the surveyors of ports being among them, in certain cities 
| therein named, New Orleans being one of them, at the amount speci 
' 
| 


Is there objection to the present consideration ot 


I objec t 


| fied in this bill. 

Some time after the adoption of the section of the Revised Statut 
a clause was inserted in an appropriation bill reducing the amount to 
be received by the surveyor of the port of New Orleans. The question 
was referred to the Secretary of the ‘Treasury and he recommends that 
this bill be passed, 
Revised Statutes. 

I have conferred with the Representatives from the city of New On 
leans [Mr. ELLIs and Mr. Gipson ], both of whom have considered the 


fixing the amount at the sum prescribed in the 


matter, and they say this billis right; the other members here say it is 
right and the Secretary of the Treasury says it is right. The bill was 
passed by the Senate without objection 

Mr. HOLMAN. Ido not remember the salary fixed by the appro 
priation bill for that office. What is the salary? 

Mr. LYNCH. Ido not remember the exact amount, but it is con 
siderably less than the sum named in the bill 

Mr. HOLMAN. I will have to call tor the regular order; I am op 


posed to any increase of salaries 
The SPEAKER. Objection being made, 
Hlouse 


the bill not before the 


IDER OF USINESsS 
Mr. HOLMAN 
The SPEAKER 

ports. 

Mr. KELLEY. I move 
call of eommittees for reports 

The motion was agreed to (two-thirds voting in favor thereof) 

Mr. KELLEY. I now move that the House resolve itself into Com 
| mittee of the Whole on the state of the Union for the further considera- 
| tion of the tariff bill 


| eall for the regular order 
The regular ord Is the 


! 
ie} 


call of committees for re 


to dispense with the morning hour for the 











| 
Mr. URNER. I desire to submit a report from the Committee on | 
Accounts. é 
The SPEAKER. Is it privileged ? 
Mr. URNER. It is j 
Mr. BURROWS, of Michigan. It will take but a moment. 
ACCOUNTS OF SELECT COMMITTEE ON MISSISSIPPI IMPROVEMENTS. | 


mR 
I 


Mr. URNER, trom the Committee on Accounts, reported the follow- | 
ing resolution 


Resolved, That a sum not exceeding $1,000, out of the contingent fund of the 
House, may be applied and used by the Clerk of the House for the payment of 
such vouchers as may be presented by the Select Committee Relative to Appro- 
priations for the Improvement of the Mississippi River, such vouchers to be ap- 
proved by the chairman of said committee, and subject to the approval of the 
Committee on Accounts, 








The resolution was adopted. | 

Mr. URNER moved to reconsider the vote by which the resolution | 
was adopted; and also moved that the motion to reconsider be laid on 
the table. 

The latter motion was agreed to. 

ORDER BUSINESS. 

Mr. HOLMAN and others called for the regular order. 

Mr. JOYCE. I desire to submit a report. 

The SPEAKER. Is it a privileged report ? 

Mr. JOYCE. It is a report from the Select Committee on the Alco- 
holic Liquor Traffic upon a bill to limit the number of licensed liquor 
saloons in the District of Columbia. 

The SPEAKER. The call for the regular order cuts off reports. 

Mr. DEERING. I hope the gentleman from Pennsylvania [Mr. 
KELLEY] will give us an opportunity to submit reports from commit- 
tees, 

Mr. KELLEY 

COMMITTEE ON THE IMPROVEMENT OF MISSISSIPPI RIVER. 

Mr. BURROWS, of Michigan. I ask the gentleman from Pennsy]- 
vania [Mr. KeLLry] to yield to me to ask permission of the House that 
the Select Committee on the Improvement of the Mississippi River be 
authorized to sit during the sessions of the House. 

There was no objection, and leave was granted accordingly. 
BUSINESS. 

The SPEAKER. ‘The question is on the motion of the gentleman | 
from Pennsylvania, that the House now resolve itself into Committee of 
the Whole for the further consideration of the tariff bill. 

Mr. JOYCE. What is the reason I can not be recognized to offer a 
report when other gentlemen have been recognized ? 

The SPEAKER. Simply because a motion is pending and a number 
of gentlemen have called for the regular order. 

Mr. JOYCE. The Speaker recognized the gentleman from Michigan 
[Mr. Burrows]. 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman from Pennsylvania [Mr. KELLEY ] 
moves that the House resolve itself into Committee of the Whole on 
the state of the Union for the further consideration of the tariff bill. 

The motion was agreed to. 

The House accordingly resolved itself into Committee of the Whole, 
Mr. Burrows, of Michigan, in the chair. 

TARIFF. 

The CHAIRMAN. The House is now in Committee of the Whole 
for the further consideration of the bill (H. R. 7313) to impose duties 
on foreign imports, and for other purposes, upon which the gentleman 
from Missouri [Mr. BLAND] is entitled to the floor. 

Mr. BLAND. Mr. Chairman, I do not propose as an humble member 
of this body under the circumstances to proceed to discuss the pending bill 
indetail. Itisonly within the last day or two that we have been afforded 
the opportunity of examining this bill. It is a bill containing some two 
thousand and over articles of home production and manufacture on 
which duties are imposed, together with a great number upon the free- 
list. It is a bill which, as its friends profess, involves the weal or the 
woe of the industries of this country. Nearly every line and every 
paragraph of the bill relates to some separate subject-matter which is 
an industry of importance, and should receive due consideration at the 
hands of this Congress. And yet, sir, this bill within a few days ap- 
peared for the first time in print, and the report and comparative state- | 
ment have not been furnished to us in time for us to examine them for 
use during the general debate. 

There are some peculiar circumstances surrounding this subject and 
its management. There has for years been a demand for reform of the 
tariff. The subject has been pending in Congress for the last two or 
three sessions, and those of us who favor tariff reform, when we met | 

| 
' 


or 





I have not called for the regular order. 


THE 


ORDER OF 





here a year ago last December, demanded that there should be reported 
to the House some bill having in view a reduction of taxation and the 
relief of the people from the burdens imposed by our tariff system. 
With what were we met at that time? There was reported to. us in the | 
latter part of the session, after we had been here four or five months, | 
the Tariff Commission bill, which (whether or not its object may have | 
been to postpone the consideration of the subject and prevent its intel- | 
ligent consideration during this Congress) has had that effect—an effect | 
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| sideration. 


| condemned by the people, a Congress which will expire on th 
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was 


simply a postponement of the subject to prevent action during ¢)), 
Congress, or else to perpetrate upon us the iniquity and fraud char». 


: : . \ ae ged 
against the bill now brought here for consideration in the expiring weok. 
of this Congress when we have no time to consider it in detail; ang it 


is proposed without discussion, without intelligent examination, to (ho)... 
this bill through the House and the Senate, although even its oy. 
friends can not give us a “shrewd guess”’ as to its effect upon the jy. 


| dustries of the country or its.revenues. 


There are two interests, however, that it well serves. The protec: 
ive interests, for the bill takes money that ought to go into the Tre. 
and puts in the pockets of the tariff barons; this suits protection, 
pleases the bank president because the revenues it thus prevents tron, 
going into the Treasury stops paying the debt and canceling ban).}) 
bonds. This will continue the national banks. They are happy. 
Mr. Chairman, I suspect that originally there was no intention 


uw 
it 


| considering this subject during the present Congress; that the Tariy 


Commission bill was a mere makeshift to postpone and defeat its eo). 
But the elections of last November taughta different lescoy 
and we find that the very men and the very party who heretotore wey, 
anxious to postpone the consideration of this subject, who delayed j; 
from day to day, refusing to take it up and consider it, now mect jy 
solemn caucus and determine that a bill which has just been presented 
to us shall receive only two hours’ discussion on either side of the Hous 
The people having discussed this question and decided it at the last 
election, having, as they supposed, elected men to represent their views 
on this subject, men whose terms of office will begin on the 4th of Mare) 
next, the party in power here, instead of permitting the next Conress, 
coming fresh from the people, to take charge of this subject, propos 
that it shall be dealt with and settled by this Congress, which hos been 
ith of 
March next, and many of whose members—I might say a majority who 
are favoring this bill—will then go outof office. Having beendeeated 
on these issues, they still insist on forcing the policy of a high protoeti 
tariff on the people. 

Is that any reason why the Committee on Ways and Means tid ih 
protection party of this House is not even as liberal toward the peop! 
in reducing burdens as the Senate, for we know that this bill doos 
go as farin reduction and reform asthe Senate bill. Senators hold ove 
after the 4th of March next they will still be responsible to the pooph 
of this country; and being so responsible, they are differently situated 
from many of us whose responsibility and whose political lite y 
pire with the termination of this Congress. 

I am forcibly reminded, Mr. Chairman, of another species of lexisla- 
tion similar in character to this which was put through this House un- 
der whip and spur in the Foerty-third Congress. 
was also Republican, met here duringa panic. They undertook to di 
vise remedies for that panic. The representatives of the people tn this 
House—almost by a two-thirds vote or by a very large majority —d 
termined that to pass a bill increasing somewhat the legal-tendcr mone’ 
of the country, increasing the legal-tender notes from: $375,000.00 o1 
$380,000,000 to $400,000,000, would give some relief to business pros 
tration. That bill having been passed here, went to the Senate, wher 
it was also passed. But it met with an exccutive veto. The elections 
followed in the succeeding November, and we remember the result. \ 
House of Representatives was chosen which was Democratic by ner) 
two-thirds. But, sir, before the Congress thus elected could meet, th: 
House that was to expire on the 4th of March following, the majority o! 
whose members had not been returned, their political life expiring with 
that Congress, turned around and reversed the former legislation. In 
stead of passing a bill to increase the currency they passed a bill to contract 
and decrease it, to provide for the resumption of specie payments by con 
traction and by the destruction of the greenback dollar; thus detying 
the will of the people as expressed at the pollsand forestalling the action 
of the new Congress. Thus the subsequent Congresses, in which ther 
was a Democratic majority, were driven to the necessity of passing bills 
to remedy the viciousnessof that legislation—first, to give us resumpto 
by giving us a coin in which to resume. Finding that silver had bec» 
demonetized, we restored it. Instead of contracting the greenback 
dollar, we passed a bill preventing its further contraction, thus 4) 
ing to the country a monetary system which aided in bringing «lout 
the prosperity that we see to-day and have enjoyed since that tim 
Protective tariffs do not prevent panics and hard times, but precipit' 
and intensify them, for the panic alluded to occurred during our presen" 
protective tariff. 

Mr. Chairman, the resumption bill was put through under the << 
law, and by the operation of the previous question; no discussion was 
had upon it, and this bill is to be driven through the House in the same 
way. The Congress that is to follow us will have to take up this qucs- 
tion again, and strip our legislation on this subject of its iniquities and 
inequalities. 

But it is whispered around—we hear it on every hand—that unless 
this House and the Senate pass this bill, or some other tariff bill, the 
President is to call the next Congress in extra session for that purpose 
That, I su , is to be a terror held over us to hasten us in our action 


That Congress, which 


and to prevent a due consideration of this measure. That is to be held 
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over our heads as a threat to compel us to take this bill or else to remain 
here during thesummer months in extra session to consider the matter. | 
It has no terrors in it for me. 

Mr. KELLEY. Will the gentleman permit me to ask whether he has 
any authority whatever other than mere idle rumor for that statement ? 
" Mr. BLAND. I have seen it so stated in the public prints— 

Mr. KELLEY. Oh, yes. 

Mr. BLAND. And TI have heard it whispered here upon the floor of 
this House. 

Mr. REAGAN. Let me say to the gentleman from Pennsylvania 
that the President has intimated toSenators that he was waiting to see | 
what the action of Congress would be on the tariff bill to determine 
whether he would have to call an extra session of Congress. 

Mr. KELLEY. I doubt that such an intimation ever came from the 
President. The President would not propose to offer a bribe to the 
Democratic party to prevent legislation on this subject. 

Mr. BLAND. I was proceeding tosay, Mr. Chairman, that the same 
threat was made during the Forty-sixth Congress when we had under 
consideration the bill to refund the national debt. During that Con- 
gress When that bill was under consideration for the purpose of refund- | 
ing the bonds as they became due the bondholders and those in the in- | 
terest of the bondholders were anxious to secure from the Government | 
the greatest amount of interest and the longest time that they could 
possibly get for theseextensions. They were anxious to have the securi- | 
ties of the Government in exchange for their bonds as they fell due, 
with the highest rate of interest that they could possibly extort. Strong 
pressure was brought to bear from all quarters in their interest. They 
wanted a 4 per cent. bond. We were told unless we passed a bill to re- 
fund the debt that the President would deem it a sufficient cause for 
convening Congress in extra session. We passed that bill, sir, provid- 
ing for the conversion of that debt into 3 per cent. or its refunding at 
the lower rate ofinterest. This was not what the banks and bondholder 
wanted. So after all the President vetoed the bill. The Secretary of 
the Treasury ofa subsequent administration took it upon himself to pass 
a refunding law of his own, so to speak, and refunded the debt at a 
greater rate, the most of it at 3) percent. Thus 1 
way anyhow. 

So, Mr. Chairman, from history I think that I am justified in saying 
that we are under duress, and that threats have been held out that we 
must pass some bill of this kind to suit the other side, for we are in 
formed that the bill must be one that is satistietory because 
power to veto it if it does not suit and to sign it if it does. 

Why this inordinate haste to pass this bill? What is the occasion fo 
it? There was no such haste displayed at the last long session of Con 
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the eapitalist had his 


there is 


gress. We appointed this commission in place of revising the tariff 
ourselves. It took all the summer and fall to investigate the subject, 


as they claim. They went to all of the large cities where the manu- 
facturers and the capitalists could have easy access tothem. They 
paid but very little attention to the laboring and agricultural classes 
of the country. They came here with a report and proposed a bill 
That report is referred by this House to the Committee on Ways and 
Means. In last December, on the convening of Congress, this commis- 
sion, no doubt having been tosome extent admonished by the elections, 
did report a bill professedly, at least in some respects, to relieve the 
people of the burden imposed upon them by the present tariff; and yet 


after nearly two months’ consideration by the Committee on Ways and | 


Means these admonitions have been forgotten, the report of the com- 
mission and its bill have been set aside, and in nearly every instance 
where they recommended a reduction an increase of duties has been 
made. And yet, sir, after this committee has consumed nearly two 
months in reviewing this report, in preparing a bill, we are asked with- 


out consideration to take their bill and to pass it before the 4th of March | ficient to support the 


next. 

It will be difficult, Mr. Chairman, for any one to discuss this bill in 
detail under these circumstances. We have not had the opportunity that 
our friends on the other side have had in directing the business of this 
House. They have been in the majority. They were informed and 
knew when measures were to be brought forward or when they were 
not. They kept us in the dark as to their proceedings; consequently 
we are at a great disadvantage in this discussion. But so far as I am 


personally concerned, and I have no right to speak for any one else, fam | 


willing under all the circumstances even in the short time allowed to 
us to proceed in regular order to the consideration of this bill with a vain 


hope that it may be even barely possible under it to effect some reforms | 


and incorporate upon its pages some measures of legislation that will 
give relief to the people of this country. That will to some extent 
be satisfactory, and if that be so I shall not, so far as I am concerned, 
make any protest against its passage. But, Mr. Chairman, if the bill 
in its present shape is the best that wecan do, if that is all that is to be 
offered to a long-suffering and patient people, I shall consider that any 


parliamentary means which may be resorted to for its defeat would be | 
not only justifiable but demanded on the part of the people of this coun- | 


try who have elected other men to consider and revise this subject. 

We are told, and the protective system tells us, that it is the duty of 
Congress to take charge of the various industries of this country; that 
Wwe are to meet here for the purpose of reviewing the duties on imports, 
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} under a system of prot 


1677 


not so much for the object of revenue as for the protection of the various 
industries named. In other words, instead of proceeding under our 
constitutional authority to levy these taxes for the purposes of revenue 
and permit the business interests to take care of themselves, having re 
gard in levying this revenue to the fact that it will give incidental and 
ample protection to all our industries 
that they claim we should go forward 
object and revenue its incident 

When we consider that this Govern 


insiead of being satistied with 

ind make protection its chief 
nent consists of over 50,000,000 
people, embracing a territory of nearly half a continent. exte nding trom 
the Atlantic to the Pacific and from the lakes to the Gulf. with its 
thousands of diversitied interests y tl 


( hat we can in three weeks in 
this Congress so adjust a revenu as to do anything like intelli 


oo absurd to be considk 


to sa 
system 


red for a mo 


ment. And if noargument was required to answer the claims ot pro 
tection, this argument alone is suflicient to show that no eevernment or 
| legislative body is competent to take charge of the business interests of 
its people and regulate them by a law 
Why, Mr. Chairman, we were told that the ob ofp ion ) 
benefit American labor; but when we answer that American avriculture 
has employment for the 800,000 engaged in manufactur who in the 
course of time may find it convenient to leave m turing indus 
tries, that there are lands sufficient to provide them homes, and that 
they will find employment in agricultural pursuits, we are told that in 


that event they will come in conflict with the tan x. and thus the 
farmers of the country will find a competition trom 
engaged in manufacturing pursuits 

Why, if that were so, M1 


Chairman, Missouri alone |] \ nt 
territory and soil to support every one of them now engaged in manu 
facturing industries in this country, to say nothing of Kansas, that lies 
on its border, and Texas could take care of four times as many, and they 
would live better, make more money, live easier, and be mor ! 
pendent than they are in their present pursuits. And more, sir, they 
would then become the producers of wealth instead of the consume 
of wealth For at last it is from the soil that allthe wealth of this na 
tion and other nations is derived, and your manulacturine industries or 
other industries could not exist without the industry of the soil It is 
the produce of the farm lot the: iit f nt abroad that brings 
to us wealth It vives us the bal ‘ Phat ns we ; 
making more than we a1 1D na It } ly y prey tional 
debt, our individual debt ir St debts, and all otl And tl 
more there are engaged int! dustrial pursuit, that does not call upon 
the Government to sustain but sustains itself Lyiasinne that p 
and asks no subsid to b ntained » industry that ves to u 
wealth and the power to pay our debts and to live independent, thi 
more that you engage in it the more wealth t have and the bette 

| you live and the better it is for all concerned 
Our farmers are not frightened at the idea of thi m1] tion hey 
are ready and willing to recei and do te Imm ition to those 
States Their lands are ¢} 1 nad t ‘ lad to be afforded the 
opportunity of selling them Phey lad to inv immigration of 
this sort, because they know it helps to pay their local taxes, their 
county and State taxes, their national t nd every farmer added 
to the industries of this country become prop, not only to support 
himself but to support the whole fabric 
But, sir, while this is true, we do not propose to interfere with the 
manufacturing industries of this nation We recognize the facet that 


n invested 
ted under other circumstance And 
umstances, all that we demand is that 
this tariff bill shall be adjusted upon a system of raising revenues suf 
Government and pay the debt, and in soa 
ing that system to have due regard for the incidental protection 
it will give. Butthey are notsatisfied with that; andif I ectly 
informed by the speech of the gentleman from Virginia[ Mr. Tucker], 
a member of the Ways and Means Committee, instead of this being a 


lon capt tl has bes 


capital proba 
been inve 


bly that might not hav 
governing ourselves by the cir 


that 


bill for the purpose of raising revenue to go into the Treasury, it will 

curtail the revenue that goes into the Treasury by raising the tariff so 

as to exclude imports, while by the same stroke of the pen it places the 

| money in the pockets of the monopolists. That is to say, we decrease 

the amount that goes into the Treasury, but increase the amount that 

goes into the pocket of the manufacturers. And the argument that 

there is a reduction of taxation comes from the fact that under this bill 

| the same amount of money will not go into the publie Treasury as un 
| der existing law 

But we have been told by those who as members of the Ways and 


Means Committee have had the opportunity to examine this bill, that 

while that is the case yet the burden upon the people has been increased 
| in the way of high protes tive duties that exclude import 49 that what 
| the people demanded, a reduction of burdens, has not been given. ‘They 
have never demanded a reduction of taxation that goes into the Treas 
ury of the Government, for we will need it to pay our national debt, 
&e. Iwill take 2 commodity—I will say iron, simply for an illustra 
| tion without going into details; or steel—I do not remember, nor is it 
| necessary for illustration, what the duty on steel is now in its various 
forms. nor what it is under this bill But say it is $10 per ton, for illus 
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tration. ‘Then every ton of steel that is imported into this country pays | 


into the Treasury of this Government $10; but every ton that is manu- 
factured in this country and sold at the price enhanced by the duty pays 
$10 that goes into the pocket of the manufacturer and never reaches the 
Treasury. In other words, the steel that is imported into this country 
pays $10 per ton that goes to pay the expenses of this Government, the 
pensioner, the bondholder, and every other expense; but when the 
product is bought from the manufacturer of this country the same $10 
yoes into his pocket asa bounty, which bounty is increased by this bill, 
while the amount to go into the Treasury is decreased, speaking as to 
the general effect it will have. 

Now, upon the subject of wages. When we tell these men that the 
farmer of this country is not afraid of competition, but rather invites 
it, they say that they want to protect American labor; that it is not 
right that the American laborer should work for the same wages as 
the pauper laborer of Europe. To that we all agree; but we deny that 
bounties and monopolies given to capitalists increase wages. 

liow is it that the agricultural people of this nation can compete 
with the pauper labor of Europe and of the civilized world, and while 
doing that contribute all that is contributed originally of the wealth 
of this coantry in any form’? They are demanding no protection at our 
hands. Under our system of taxation the agricultutists are compelled 
to compete with the agriculturists of Europe, not only of Great Britain 
but of the civilized world. And all that we do by our revenue system 
in regard to {hem is simply to discriminate against them, because every 
laborer who is taken out of competition with the agriculturist and 
added to the manufacturers and the consumers of agricultural products 
tends to give the agriculturist of Europe and of the civilized world the 
opportunity to enjoy advantages in common with our own people, for 
our agriculturists are compelled to compete with them, and they do not 
under our laws contribute to taking laborers from the agricultural in- 
terests and transferring them to the manufacturing interest. It does not 
pay our farmers to buy or hire people to engage in other than agricult- 
ural pursuits. They object to being taxed for any such purposes. 

If the agriculturists of this country can compete with those of other 
nations why should not our manufacturers do the same? We are told 
that we are possessed of a soil richer than that of other countries and 
yielding more abundantly, that our seasons are more favorable, that 
our facilities for agricultural pursuits afford an opportunity for this 
competition. 

How is it with the manufacturing industries’ Have they not alsoa 
new continent in which to operate? Have they not taken the cream of 
our mines of iron, coal, &c.” Have they not had the opportunity of 
selecting those nearest the market and richest in deposits, those nearest 
the coal and wood? Have they not the advantage of transportation 
by water and by land? Have they not had an opportunity to traverse 
the whole continent, so to speak, the same as the agriculturist, for the 
purpose of finding the richest deposits of mineral? Have they not had 
the same opportunity and the same natural facilities for manufacturing 
that our people have had for tarming, and ought they not to be able to 
compete in the same way? 

Those who manufacture our textile fabrics have at home the cheap- 
est raw material and have a home market unsurpassed; they have the 
wivantage in cost of transportation and a prompt handling of their 
products; we will also propose to give them the advantage of a tariff 
system adjusted for revenue, and with reference incidentally to giving 
them an advantage over European manulacturers. With this they are 
not content. 


By the bounty of a protective tariff they seek to dominate not only | 


the market of thiscountry but the markets of the civilized world besides. 
England gave free trade to the agriculturist of this country by repealing 
the corn laws in 1846 and permitting our agricultural products to go 
into that country free of duty. This added greatly to the prosperity of 
that portion of our people. We have the freedom of their markets with 
our agricultural products and our manufacturing productsas well. They 
are our best customers for our farm products. England gives us free 
trade for the produce of our farms and the products of our manufae- 
tories. Our manufacturers demand that duty shall be so high as to ex- 
clude the manufacturers of England trom coming in competition with 
them and thus giving our firmers the benefit of a competing market. 

There is no question in my mind that under the tariff system which 
we advocate our manufacturing industries would be maintained as 
they have been; indeed, I believe that generally they would be more 
successful and more prosperous than they are now. Their business 
would be conducted more upon correct principles, in accordance with 
the law of supply and demand and the law of economy. They would 
he taught that they must rely to some extent at least upon business 
habits and business economy, and make close calculations, like the rest 
of us, in order to secure a living, and not rely for that purpose upon acts 
of Congress. 

When you tell the manufacturers of this country that the farmers, 
the agriculturists, and the consumers are demanding a reduction of 
these duties in order that they may have the advantage of competition, 
they answer that Great Britain and other European countries would 
flood our markets and break down our industries. Now, what do we 


| 


| be prohibited by means of aduty upon the article, and thus pre 








see? Under our present system, if we examine the statis 
find that whenever under our high protective tariff there is q sligt 
importation of some articles, the moment that article is imported te - 
manufacturers come to Congress and demand that its importation shall 

a ; - < = vent com- 
petition. Instead of conducting their business upon business principle 
and principles of economy in order to meet that competition instead 
of reducing their expenditures in living more within their income ioe 
come to Congress and ask relief from that competition by the Taising of 
duties on imports. No, Mr. Chairman, let them spend less in high living 
wining and dining, speculating and running corners on the market. 
to put up or put down prices, thus to cheat producers and consumer. 
alike and destroy the profits of labor. 

Why, Mr. Chairman, gentlemen around me can remember very we!) 
that under what was called a tariff for revenue we had prosperity “me 
this country. We then had manufactures and manufacturing inter 
ests. We remember, however, that there were not then so many {o; 
tunes made as are made to-day. From 1550 to 1860, when we were oy 
the basis of a revenue tariff, there was general prosperity throughout 
the country. Every man could make a living and make it easi}, 
Business was regulated according to business principles and accordijy 
to the law of supply and demand, not by legislative act. In those days 
a millionaire was scarcely heard of. A few of our merchant princes 
in large cities had accumulated fortunes probably to that amount: by: 
those men could be counted on the fingers of one’s hand. Under your 
protective-tariff system, however, you find that instead of the wealth 
of this country being generally diffused, all the people being in easy 
circumstances and to some extent upon an equality, millionaires ca) 
be counted by the thousands, and on every hand are counted th: 
‘*‘tramps,’’ a name that was never heard of until this high protective 
system brought into existence the class which it describes. 

The law is usually made for the strong, when it ought to be made fo, 
the protection of the weak. We respond to the demands of capital and 
legislate for the protection of capital rather than the protection of th 
laboring man and the poor. When the laboring man_of this country js 
taught to believe that he must rely upon Congressional legislation, upon 
tariff bills to protect him, he is relying upon a broken reed and taught 
a dangerous doctrine, because all the legislation of Congress tor the last 
twenty years has confessedly been in the interest of capital and against 
labor. To-day I can look around me and see in these galleries, in this 
lobby, in those corridors, the agents and attorneys of these millionaire 
manufxeturers and corporations, who are here pressing the passage ot 
this bill in their interest, although it is death to the laboring interests 
of the country. You can searcely leave one of your committee-rooms 
to come into this Chamber without being jostled from your path by this 
eager crowd. To-day they are swarming in this city; the hotels ar 
full of them. The newspapers are publishing everywhere the fact that 
the lobby is here to-day in greater force than ever before. Lobbyists o! 
whom? Of the farmer and the laboring man? Oh, no. It is these 
millionaires who are demanding the passage of this bill for the purpose 
of enslaving and crushing labor, building up monopolies. This bil! is 
full of “infant industries.’’ These infants, being of royal birth, are to 
be born and bred millionaires. Ina few yearsthey will grow to lusty 
manhood, full-grown millionaire cormorants. ; 

As I before stated, we are dependent upon the soil for all the wealth 
of this country. That which might encourage the tilling of the soil 
would be to the interest of the laboring man and all concerned. Why’? 
Because the price of labor depends upon the wage capital, the wealth 
to be invested in wages. The wealth to be invested in wages, which 
keeps up the price of labor, is that wealth which comes from the soil, 
that keeps up all prices and all business industries. When we diminish 
that and legislate against it we destroy the wealth and the capital o 
wage fund to be invested in labor, and to this extent we destroy or redux 
the price of labor. 

I can illustrate some of the workings of the present tariff system 
with regard to labor by referring to the *‘strike’’ a few years ago. Oni 
of the great difficulties of Congressional legislation, with reference to 
the business of the country, is its tendency to build wp monopolies, to 
legislate in favor of the rich as against the poor. Under the stimulus 0! 
a high protective tariff we find that capitalists rush into these protected 
branches of industry. They goon for a while at a large profit, bu 
finally they ascertain that they have manufactured beyond the demand- 
of the market. They have crippled agriculture by reducing its proiits 
They have reduced the opportunities for a market and the amount 0 
wealth to be invested in wages. What do they do under these circum 
stances? Why, sir, we are told that sometimes one factory will buy out 
another or pay it to stop a short time—for five or six months, or pro! 
ably they will all shut down and wait awhile until prices rise. Mean 
while the laborers are turned out of employment. Thus instead of ti 
laborer working the year round, as he might do on a farm, he is em 
ployed only five or six months in a year or not quite so long, and during 
the remainder of the year is idle. The manufacturer, however, retains 
his wares and refuses to place them upon the market, in order to main- 
tain his prices and his profits. . 

We had an illustration of the working of this system when the strike 
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occurred a few years ago—when the city of Pittsburgh was almost laid | 


in ashes—when from one end of the country to the other State govern- 
ments were called upon to summon out their troops to put down mobs, 
and even the Federal Government was appealed to to shoot down stary- 
ing laborers who had been turned out of employment. W hat did these 
laborers do ? They came to our W estern country as ** tramps, ’’ so-called ; 
they came there to get bread which had been refused them by these 
monopolists and manutacturers. — They went from door to door. They 
obtained bread, and finally obtained labor. Many of them to-day are 
prosperous farmers on our W estern prairies. But the monopolists fol- 
iow him there and by protective taritls rob him to further swell thei 
profits. , : : 

This, from a paper read betore the labor congress in Cleveland, Ohio, 
py Mr. Frank Foster, of Cambridge, Massachusetts, who represented 
the International Typographical Union, on the motion to strike out the 
eleventh section in the platform of principles of the society 
tion stricken out was as follows: 


rhe sec- 


That we recommend to the Congress of the United States the adoption of such 
laws as shall give to every American industry full protection from the « heap 
labor of foreign countries, 


This part of the platform of this labor wnien was stricken out by vote 
of 17 to 7. ; 
Mr. Foster said: 


We aim at high wages. Letus recognize the great fact which is fast impressing 
itself upon the understanding of the masses, that land is the source of all wealth, 
and its accessibility tothe people the main factor that determines the measure of 
the need of the people. Notthe tariff, not prohibitory duties, but the broad, fur- 
reaching plains of this great Western country and the many fertile valleys of the 
North and South supply the cause of the higher wages of the American work- 
ingmen. In times of business depression the overplus of mechanics turn for re 
lief to the soil, and that steady competition is continued between agriculture and 
manufactures that has no equivalent in any other land, 


It is the soil, it is agricultural pursuits that at last give the labore: 
a home, give him employment and maintain him when turned out of 
employment inmanutacturing establishments under the high pressure 
of protective duties. Insuch an emergency our laboring men must look 
to agricultural pursuits for a living; and if the industries of the country 
had been permitted to assume their natural position, or follow their 
natural course, many of our laboring people would have engaged in cul- 
tivation of the soil long ago—would have been prosperous. 

I will have read from the Journal of the Senate, December 4. 1882, 
page 17. 

The Clerk read as follows: 


Ifthe tax on domestic spirits is to be retained, it is plain therefore that lurge 
reductions from the customs revenue are entirely feasible. While recommend- 
ing this reduction I am far from advising the abandonment of the policy of so 
discriminating in the adjustment of details as to afford aid and protection to do- 
mestie labor. But the present system should be so revised as to equalize the 
public burden among all classes and occupations, and bring it into closer har- 
mony with the present needs of industry. 

Without entering into minute detail, which, under present circumstances, is 
quite unnecessary, I recommend an enlargement of the free-list so as to include 
within it the numerous articles which yield inconsiderable revenue, a simplifi- 
cation of the coinplex and inconsistent schedule of duties upon certain manu- 
factures, particularly those of cotton, iron, and steel,and a substantial reduction 
of the duties upon those articles, and upon sugar, molasses, silk, wool, and 
woolen goods, 


Mr. BLAND. The tollowing, from a document entitled ** How pro 
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in England; in other words that we are really exporting them, and it 
that be so why is it not proper to reduce the duties upon them’? If we 
can sell them in the English market or in the other markets of the world 
at prices so as to make it possible to export them at a profit, then there 
IS ho hecessity for prohibitory tarifls in order to prevent competition 
The articles enumerated can be exported and sold in England; yet En 
gland does send them here and pays a duty of about 50 per cent besides 
thus showing that our home manutieturers are selling to us at a profit 
of 50 per cent 

But Lmay remark right here in passing, that Lam satistied the duties 
imposed to prevent this competition by importation a 


e simply intended 


| to be prohibitory, or practically so, in order that these articles may not 


only be sold in the home market without foreign competition, but that 





tection affects the farmer,’ was circrlated as a campaign document in | 


the district I represent: 

_ Weare sending to other nations yearly our agricultural implements, includ 
ing fanning-mills, horse-powers, mowers and reapers, plows, cultivators, forks, 
hoes, &e., carriages, carts, cotton goods, railroad cars, locomotives, steam en- 
gines, watches, clocks, glass and glass-ware, hats, caps, boots, shoes, wearing «p- 


parel, machinery, cutlery, edge tools, files, saws, firearms, nails, India rubber | 


goods, jewelry, lamps, saddlery, harness, organs, piano fortes, paper, stationery, 
printing presses, sewing machines, household goods, furniture, woodwork. tin- 
ware, and scales. 


Now, if the President in his message recommends a reduction of the | 


tariff upon iron, cotton and woolen goods, and so forth, and we are 


advised by those who investigated the subject, and by gentlemen | 


upon the Committee on Ways and Means who are familiar with it, 
that there have been no reductions of consequence upon these articles, 
does the President mean that if we fail to pass this bill, or a similar one 
that will meet his views, that he will convene us together again for the 
purpose of considering the subject? If so, to pass this bill, which does 
not conform to his recommendations, will be no cause for his not con- 
vening us in extra session immediately after the adjournment of the pres- 
ent session. In other words, this bill does not follow his recommenda- 
tions. The President felt instructed by the last fall elections, and so too 
did the Tariff Commission to some extent, with reference to this question; 
but the Committee on Ways and Meansseem to have been influenced more 
by the agents and attorneys of these manufacturing and industrial in- 
terests, who have access to their committee-rooms, and who press the 
consideration of particular measures and interests there, to raise instead 
of reducing the revenues upon them. We are legislating not in con- 


formity to the recommendations of the Executive or the Tariff Commis- | 
sion. The paper that I had read a moment ago from the desk refers to | 


the fact that the iron and cotton goods and others which the President 
mentions, and on which he recommends a decrease, are being sold now 


ih 


they may also be sold im foreign markets in competition with toreign 


goods, and thereby make a protit in both ways 
In the testimony of the Tariff Commission is a paper read by Protes 
sor W. G. Sumner, of Yale College, on page 2527 In this paper the 


following answers were given by this professor on political economy to 
questions on the part of Commissioner Boteler 


Question. We have as many natural advantages and resources \ try 
in the world Do you think we should have attaimed any g at «le 
nence in the production of those manufactured articles that have nick " 
portant in the world’s history if we had been kept in subjection to bn tn 
received our supplies from the old country instead of iniprovin 
vantages” 

Answer. The colonial system was nothing in the world but a protective svster 

Q. It was a protective system to England, but not tous Tealial not « bere 
manufactures here: on the mitrary it restrictedthem. So faras the | 
system existed in the old country it had no application to our countrys 

\. Yes, itdid, It was exactly the same as the levying of taxes on the Wes 
ern farmers to-day for the benetit of the Eastern manutacturers—identically t 
same. The application of the colonial system of Great Britain to the col 


did not differ by a hair from the protective system of to-day. Tam a pretty care 
ful student of all these matters, and Ll think 1 speak with all the facts behind 
mi If you gentlemen would learn the theory of the matter 

Commissioner Boreter. We are practical men, and want only faets 

The Witness. | suppose you understand that a man who speaks where he 


knows his reputation ts at stake has to have his proots behind lim Phe lim 
itation on the industries of these colonies was a sacrifice of their interests to the 
interests of Great Britain; and the protective system to-day as it exists in the 
United States is a sacrifice of the interests of the Western farmer to the inter 
ests of the Eastern manutacturer Phat is where the perilis. You can study it 
as closely as you like and look into the matter as far as vou ean, but you can 


not get away from that 


Commissioner BoreLern. We have traveled many thousand miles during the 


last few weeks, searching for facts, in the humble hope that we might be able to 


send to Congress a record that would be considered as a mirror of the public sent 

mentof the country, and we have never yet found in the neighborhood of anys 
manufacturing town where the farmer finds a ready market for his perishatbh 
products one single person who did not rejoice in the establishment of such moat 
ufactories and feel that the greatest encouragement that could be vou to the 
farming community was to vary the industries of his region of country dad 

velop a market for his products 

The Wirsess. That is the famous truck-farm argument 


Professor Sumner is a New England man, but his candor compelled 
him, as an economist, tosay that the West was in effect a hewer of wood 
and drawer of water under the operation of the protective system 

Toshow that manutactures will goon and that all other business wi 


prosper with a revenue tariff, | quote from the same authority, in 1 


history of protection in the United State 


Phe pe riod from 1846 to 1860 was our period of comparative tree trade Phe 
sub-treasury act of 1846 removed subjects of currency and banking from nationa 
legislation. Thus these two topics were for a time laid aside. For an industria 


history of the United States no period presents greater interest than this. It 
was 2 period of very great and very solid prosperity 
vexatious in many ways, if we regard it from the standpoint either of free trad: 
or revenue tariff, but its rates were low and its effects limited. It was calle 


} 


Phe tariff was bad and 


d 
revenue tariff with incidental protection The manufactures which, it lac 
been said, would perish, did not perish, and did not gain sudden and exorbitant 
profits. They made steady and genuine progress Phe repeal of the Englis! 
corn laws in 1846 opened a large market for American agricultural products ane 
took away the old argument which Niles and Carey had used with such fe 
that England wanted other countries to have free trade, but would not take the 
products. The effect on both countries was most happy It seemed as if th 
old system was gone forever, and that these two great nations, with free indust 
and free trade, were to pour increased wealth upon eachother. The fierce de 
matism of protection and its deep! y-rooted prejudices seemed to have under 
a fatal blow. Our shipping rapidly increased. Ourcotton crop grew larger 
larger. The discovery of gold in California added mightily tothe expe 
prosperity. Phe States indeed repeated our old currency follies, and the 
of 1857 resulted, but it was only astumble iu a career of headlong prosperity \\ 
recovered from it in atwelvemonth, Slavery agitation marked this period polit 
ically, andif people look back to it now they think most of that; bat industria 
and economically, and I will add alsoin theadministration of the Government 
the period from the Mexican to the civil war is our golden age, if we have any 
There was simplicity, even to dullness, in national affairs. It was one of thos 
happy periods when a nation has little history As far asthe balance of trade is 
concerned, it never was more regular and equal than in this 

In confirmation of many of the views I have expressed I take the tol 
lowing extract from the very able speech of Senator Cokr, of Texas, 
delivered in the Senate at the last session of Congress, on the hiect 
under consideration. THe said 

But outside of all this isthe great principle s y expressed by Ju 


Miller, delivering the opinion of the Supreme Court of the United States in I 
Association vs. Topeka, which must be borne in mind in the construction ¢ 


these clauses of the Constitution, that the power to tax is the power to destros 


and that there is a universally understood limitation upon this power in both 


State and National Legislatures—im plied in the very nature of free government 


necessary to the security of individual right against what would otherwise be an 


intolerable despotism; that this great power to tax shall be used only “for 


te HDT 
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lic purposes,” and that when attempted to be used to build up or increase private 
interests and private fortunes at the expense of all, the action is absolutely void, 
because beyond the domain of legislative power. To use his own language, 
Justice Miller said, after discussing the general principle referred to: 

To lay with one hand the power of the Government on the property of the 
citizen, and with the other to bestow it upon favored individuals to aid private 
enterprises and build up private fortunes, is none the less a robbery because done 
under the forms of law and is calledtaxation. Thisis not legislation; it is a de- 
eree under legislative forms.” 

To sum up, protection does not increase the wages of labor, but de- 
creases its profits. These bounties or advantages are first utilized by 
capitalists. They are in a position to immediately avail themselves of 
the favorable situation and at once accumulate large fortunes. Thus 
being made strong and powerful, they are able to dominate and control 
the home market. Poor men or laborers can not become proprietors, 
because capital has beforehand absorbed these bounties. They crush 
out all competition at home by their sudden wealth and prevent all 
competition from abroad by legal enactments. In this manner they dic- 
tate prices and levy tribute upon consumers and fix prices for the la- 
borer so low as to make him a mere slave for whatever his wages may 
be. Ilis cost of living is so great that he has nothing at the end of the 
year. 

Protection is a species of robbery perpetrated on the farmer, because 
the farmer is taxed toswell the profits of the manufacturer. Protection 
compels the farmer to buy of the protected manufacturer at the price 
fixed by the conscience of the manufacturer, for law has prevented foreign 
competition, and the advantages this law gives have enabled afew rich 
companies tocontrol the home market to the exclusion of the competition 
the poor manufacturer would give if he was not crushed out by powerful 
and rich corporations. That is tosay, 1 company of poor laborers might 
organize for the purpose of carrying on business for themselves; but they 
would soon find that their neighbor who had already grown rich through 
protection, and who understood the law and could have the law changed 
to suit him, would bankrupt the laborers who had presumed to com- 
pete with these barons. 

All wealth comes primarily fromthe soil. Two total failures of crops 
succeeding each other would bankrupt the country; would put out the 
fires in the engine and the furnace; would throw all labor out of em- 
ployment and bring starvation to our doors. This proves that the soil 
is the origin of all real wealth. It takes wealth to pay for labor. The 
more wealth we have the greater the wage fund; the greater the wage 
fund the greater will be the price of wages. Whatever, therefore, de- 
creases the profits of the farm decreases the wage fund and thereby 
decreases the price of wages. 

Whenever the manufacturer tells his employé that he can pay him 
only so much and the laborer says, ‘* No; Lean notliveon that. I can 
do better on the farm, I can*live there. I will not work for you for 
that price,’’ he thus compels the manufacturer to pay him more; hence 
it is that those engaged in agriculture regulate the price of wages. If 
farmers are prosperous and can pay high wages everybody clse is com- 
pelled to; if wages are low on the farm they are low everywhere. Any 


; 
law that makes the farmer and the farm laborer poor depresses all other 


business. The farmers who live in the immediate vicinity of manu- 
facturing establishments have a market that saves transportation and 
waste of produce, and to that extent are compensated for the extra tax 
or tribute they pay to this system; but this is only a compensatory ad- 
vantage. Itis the ‘truck-patch argument,’’ that does not affect the 
situation of the great mass who are not thus located. 

‘To conclude, the Government ought not to tax one part of the people 
to help another part make a living. This is class legislation; makes 
one class rich and another poor. It makes the rich richer and the poor 
poorer. A few protected barons of the tariff are to make slaves of us all. 
‘Tothis system I enter my earnest protestand will not give my vote. The 
reasons assigned in our infancy as a nation for a tariff having in view 
the protection of our industries was that it would induce skilled work- 
men and artisans to come among us and by this means we would more 
speedily build up in our midst manufacturing enterprises; but we have 
them now in great abundance. We have fifty million people; we are 
a hundred years old as a Government. This argument no longer holds 
good or is even advanced, 

Mr. RUSSELL. Mr. Chairman, I did not intend to occupy any of 
the time fixed by the House for general debate on this bill, preferring to 
discuss directly the items in the bill as they might be reached in its 
consideration in Committee of the Whole under the five-minute rule, 
but the gentleman from Virginia [Mr. TUCKER] in his speech yesterday 
having made such extravagant statements in regard to the manufact- 
urers of this country, whom he calls the ‘* great monopolists,’’ I wish to 
lay before the House some facts in relation to their condition and their 
position on this great question of the tariff. 

Although that section of the country which I here in part represent is 
engaged extensively in manufacturing, and my own district very largely 
in the manufacture of textile fabrics, I do not feel that I am specially 
called upon to espouse their cause or to defend their action only as I 
may be more familiar with their operations. This constituency sends 
me here to vote for and support in committee and in this House such 
measures of finance and tariff as shall inure to the advantage of all in- 
terests, whether they are manufacturing, mining, or agricultural. 








The gentleman from Virginia [Mr. TvcKER 





] in the many times he 


used the word ‘‘manufacturer’’ failed hardly in a Single instance fs 
preface it with the term ‘‘monopolist,’’ and to sustain this positios ‘e 1 
undertook to show by reports from the Census Bureau the laree = . a 
and profits in manufacturing. He takes the figures given for the cox : 
of raw material and labor in manufacturing it into finished product, V 
and deducts this cost from the gross value of the product and es th : u 
difference the profit tothe manufacturer. He is not the first gentlen ai 


who has fallen into this error at this end of the Capitol, as well sage ' 


the other. Although thecost of raw material and the expense tor | abor 

in its manufacture are important factors in the cost of most any many, 

factured article, they by no means constitute the whole cost. Wate 

power, insurance, commissions on sales, taxes, depreciation, repairs 

lights, and many other incidentals, form not an inconsiderable part o; 

the cost of manufacturing goods. ; 1 
The Census Bureau in 1879-’80 sent outon blank forms lists of ques 

tions to the different manufacturing industries for the purpose of ax 

certaining the amount of raw materials consumed, the amount of labor 


necessary to manufacture them into their various forms, and the ops. 
value of their product—with no purpose to ascertain what protits migh 
accrue in their manufacture. This must be apparent to any one who 
would give the matter a second thought. 3 ' 

I hold in my hand one of the blank forms sent to cotton manufye 
‘urers. On the last page it states that ‘‘no questions are asked as t» 
general expenses for insurance, taxes, freight of goods to market, jy 
terest, depreciation, or cost of sales,’’ and in another note it asks fi 
the amount of wages and earnings paid to all persons, except the pres. 
ident, treasurer, agent, superintendent, paymaster, and clerks 

You have therefore no data from the Census Bureau upon which to 
form any conclusion as to the profitsof manufacturing, and I trust that 
no one will be misled by calculations or statements of this kind in fy 
ture, 

There is, however, a way in which this can be definitely arrived at. 
and I have obtained from a reliable source a statement giving the diy; 
dends paid by a large number of corporations engaged in the manutiet 
ure of textile fabrics. I publish the statement as it came to me 


oht 


Statement showing the dividends paid by textile manufacturing corporati 
in New England whose stocks are quoted and sold in the Losto 
Sor the years 1873 to 1882 inclusive. 

IC ID ovo cccecdiscotcessesensecoinasovsscasececsiosnepe Sannbegnecsis 

Capital stock of same, being the average for ten years................. $4 


+ mer 


Total dividends for the same period, including extra and stock divi- 
denda, being an average per year Of...................cccsecsesssecseereree 

From which deduct losses to stockholders in such corporations dur- 
ing the ten years, arising from failures and reorganizations, bein. 
a yearly average of..... ermsseenonsi 


Acoeee annual net receipts of stockholders 
sei 
Boston, January 2, 
Mr. CARLISLE. 
tion ? ° 

Mr. RUSSELL. Certainly. 

Mr. CARLISLE. Does the gentleman know or has he any means ot 
ascertaining how much of the earnings of these various establisliment 
has been invested during that time in increasing their machinery, th 
plant, and their property generally, and how much cf their earning: 
has been paid out during that time to the stockholders in the form o! 
salaries for service as officers? This is, as I understand the gentleman 
from Massachusetts, the net dividend, the average net dividend, declared 
during the period of ten years, after deducting all that has been invested 
permanently of their earnings and of the salaries that have been paid 
to the stockholders for their services as officers. 

Mr. RUSSELL. In reply to that part of your question which relates 
to the payment of salaries to officers, I would state that that is a part 
of the current expense of carrying on the business. It does not relate 
to the question of dividends. 

Mr. CARLISLE. But does not a large portion of the earnings dur 
ing that period assume the form of capital by being invested in addi- 
tional plant and other property ? 

Mr. RUSSELL. In many instances corporations do invest their 
earnings in increasing their works or plant, and in some instances make 
stock dividends which represent the same, but these stock dividends 
are included in the dividend statement which I have just read. In som 
cases the investment does not take this shape, but remains as # perm: 
nent investment, unrepresented by stock; but it is claimed that suc! 
additions will no more than make good the depreciation of their orig na 
investment, But however much they may have increased the c2pacit) 
of their works, they have not been able to pay more than the dividend. 
which I have stated upon their capital stock. 

The gentleman from Virginia [Mr. TUCKER] has referred to the fa" 
that a larger reduction from the revenues under the proposed bill wil! 
fall upon the item of sugar, and I will refer to that now, as I see that 
the gentleman from Louisiana [Mr. G1sson] is in hisseat. The whole 
amount of duties received from dutiable articles last year was $215,017, 
669.02, $49,207,279.16 of which was derived from the duties on suger 


g equal to 6.59 per cent. of the capital stock 
S83. 





Will the gentleman allow me to ask him 
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and molasses imported, which is nearly one-fourth of the entire revenue | 


from imports. Is it therefore surprising or unreasonable that the re- 


duction should fall heavily upon this product? Notwithstanding the | which our wool-growers are most interested a reduction not amounting 
' ) | to over 10 or 12 per cent 
there still remains a duty on sugar (low grade) of 42.41 per cent. ad | 


reduction made by the Ways and Means Committee on the sugar sched- 
ae a protection on this product of natural growth, crude in its 
manufacture, as estimated by the experts of the Treasury Department, 
within 2) per cent. of the duty on cotton goods, and more than the ad 
yalorem duty on the woolen schedule. This certainly ought to be suf- 
ficient to satisfy the sugar-growers of Louisiana. 

Mr. GIBSON. Will the gentleman allow me « question ? 

Mr. RUSSELL. Certainly. 

Mr. GIBSON. 
| find that the committee have reported that on the lower grades of sugar 
the average duty is 42 per cent., what was the unit of average adopted 
by the committee in order to get at the ad valorem rate ? 

Mr.RUSSELL. The gentleman has in his hand a book showing the 
estimates of the experts. 

Mr. GIBSON. Ifthe committee adopted as the unit of average the 
duty on the several grades of sugar, then I will say to the gentleman 
that the rate given is delusive. It will not be operative, because the 
best or highest qualities of the lower grades of sugar will come in at the 
rate imposed upon the lower grades of sugar. If you take the higher 
grades of low sugar, the ad valorem duty imposed upon this rate will 
not be 35 per cent. 

I do not wish to interrupt the gentleman, but if he will permit me | 
will illustrate very briefly. I willsay tothe gentleman that the Cuban 
planter is not necessarily compelled to manulacture any one grade of 
sugar. Sugar exists in nature, in the cane, and the process of sugar- 
making consistssimply in separating the woody fiber and the water from 
the sugar crystals. Now, the Cuban planter may orderhis whole crop 
to be made up, so to speak, of No. 7 or No. 10 sugar or No. 13 sugar. 
He will order it all made up of No. 10 if there is the same tariff rate on 
No. 7and No. 10 sugar. In other words (and gentlemen will see the 
reason for it), he will make the sugar that will command the highest 
price in our market at the lowest tariff rate. That being so, it inevi- 
tably follows that the tariff rate which is proposed here at an average 
of the rates on two or three grades of sugar will be operative only upon 
the highest quality of sugar. That will reduce, therefore, this ad va- 
lorem rate from 42 per cent., which is the rate of the unit derived from 
the average, to about 34 or 35 percent. I beg pardon of the gentleman 
from Massachusetts for interrupting him, but Iam glad that he has 
chosen the article of sugar to illustrate this point in the tariff. 

Mr. HASKELL. Let me ask the gentleman from Louisiana [ Mr. 
GIBSON ] if he claims that there has been a reduction of 35 per cent. on 
some grades of sugar ? 

Mr. GIBSON. On the best grades of the lower sugars there has been 
fully a reduction of 35 per cent. 

Mr. CHACE. When the gentleman says the best of the lower grades, 
to what numbers does he refer? 

Mr. GIBSON. Nos. 7 to 10. 

Mr. RUSSELL. 
and equal rates upon sugar, but I do not see how importers could evade 
paying under the proposed law the full rates according to quality and 
value. 

I know that changing the mode of ascertaining the saccharine strength 
in sugar, which is the basis for assessing duties, has made it necessary 
for the experts to estimate or guess atresults. Their calculations, there- 
fore, must be taken with some degree of allowance, as I shall undertake 
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same way; that is, the ad valorem rate dropped and the dividing line of 
value carried down from 32 cents, leaving on these two grades of wool in 


On this point I insert a part of the testimony presented to the ‘Tarif 


|; Commission: 


. * . | 
I would like to ask my friend from Massachusetts, as 


is 


rhe present duty on wool a line of S23 ce woo 
ing less than 32 cents bearing the low duty. or 10 cents and Il per cent, ad va 
lorem, and above 32 cents, the | igh duty 12 cents and 10 per cent. ad valorem 
It is more profitable to the manufacturer to in port wools costing as near the line 


mised upeor ts; that is 


lL cost 





| as possible, because the percentage of duty thereby comes lower, the wool being 
less greasy and the duty on the scoured pound, which is the true test, being 
lower. 

The proposed change in the rate, while apparently lowering the rate of the 
duty on wool 20 per cent., does not in reality do so, beenuse, for the above rea- 
son, the wool brought in has largely cost nearly up to the line of 32 cents, be 
tween the higher and lower rates. The effect, therefore, of making the dividing 
line 30 cents, adopted by the commission, instead of 32 cents is, that the duty 
on the wools costing between those points, and which have heretofore borne a 
very large proportion of the whole quantity imy reduced only 10 per 
cent., as will appear by the following statement 

Wool costing Present dut t 1 rat 
30, OL cents 15.50 cents IZ ets 1) 7 percent 
31 cents ae 13.41 cents 2 cts 1.41 or 10.51 per cent. 
82 cents 13.52 cents 12 cts | i per cont. 
Passing on I find that we imported under the woolen schedule last 
year in value $37,618,122.42. Under the classification woolen cloths, 


I know it is difficult to classify grades and fix proper | 


woolen shawls, and other manufactures of wool not otherwise provided 
for, which covers a large range of importations used by the masses, there 
was imported in value $12,666,018.78, and this rate has been reduced 
from 50 cents per pound and 35 cents ad valorem to 35 « 
and 35 to 40 per cent. ad valorem—in pound duties a reduction of 15 
cents. In the next classification, flannels, blankets, hats of wool, knit 
goods, worsted yarns, &c., valued at not exceeding 40 cents per pound, 
the pound rates have been reduced from 20 to 12 cents per pound, the 
ad valorem rates remaining the same; valued at 40 cents and not ex 

ceeding 60 cents the poun 1 rates have been reduced from 30 to 13 cents 


nts per pound 


the ad valorem rates remaining the same: valued at above 60 cents and 
not exceeding 80 cents, the pound rates have been reduced from 40 to 
28 cents, the ad valorem rates remaining the same; valued at above 80 


cents the pound rates have been reduced from 50 to 35 cents, and the 
ad valorem rates increased 5 per cent 
Women’s and children’s dress goods, coat linings, Italian cloth, &« 


with a cotton warp, on which th duty is, when valued at 20 


cents or less per square yard, 6 cents per square yard and 3. 


present 
I 


ad valorem, the rate has been reduced to 5 cents per square yard, the 
ad valorem duty remaining as before. Another classof women’s dress 
goods is manufactured from the highest grade of merino wool, which is 
largely imported, the duty on which has been fixed 12 cents per 
| square yard and 40 per cent. ad valorem 
The compound duties which were imposed upon woolen goods have 
been retained for reasons which must be obvious to every member of 
| the House. The pound duty is intended to be compensatory for the 
| duty on wool, while the ad valorem duty is intended for protection to 
the manufacturer, to meet higher wages paid, &c. It is claimed, and 
it can be sustained, that it requires about four pound thi tS) 
import d wool to make one pound of finished cloth 
Mr. CARLISLE That is, all-wool cloth? 
Mr. RUSSELL. Yes; I am speaking of all-wool cloth 
Mr. CARLISLE. But very little of that is made in this count: 


to show on the wool schedule, which the gentleman from Virginia has | 


just referred to. He calls attention to the reductions proposed on raw 
wool as they appear in this tabulated statement,which is deceptive. 
The reduction on wool under the proposed law will not be so great as 
they seem here, as will appear. 

On wools of the third class—South American and other coarse wools, 
used principally for carpets, wools not grown to any extent in this coun- 
try—of which we imported last year in value $6,642,699.10, a reduc- 
tion has been made of about 16 per cent. 
wool, the first and second, there is an apparent reduction of about 20 
per cent. upon present rates, but it will not amount to this, for reasons 
which I shall show. 
last year in value $2,990,173.30. The present rate of duty is 10 cents 
per pound and 11 per cent. ad valorem when valued at 32 cents and less; 
over 32 cents, 12 cents per pound and 10 per cent. 
on this wool is 10 cents per pound when valued at 30 cents or less, and 
when valued at above 30 cents, 12 cents per pound. 
that the ad valorem duty is dropped, which, as I have said, makes an 
apparent reduction of about one-fifth of the duty; but the dividing line 
of valuation has been changed from 32 cents to 30 cents per pound, 
which will materially lessen the real reduction on wool. All that has 
been coming in between 30 and 32 cents per pound (and it is a large 
quantity) will be taxed at 12 cents, instead of 10 cents per pound, as 
under the present law. So that in reality the reduction on this class 
of Wool will not amount to over about 10 or 12 per cent. 

Wools of the second class, combing wools, have been treated in the 
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In the other two classes of 


In class one, clothing wools, there was imported | 


Is not that so? 

Mr. RUSSELL. I can not answer to what extent now, but the manu 
facture should be encouraged and increased All-wool 
goods, weighing about four ounces to the yard, or one-fourth pound, 


caress 


lacie 


represent one pound of merino or combing wool on which must be paid, 
if imported, 12 cents, and the 12 cents per square yard on the goods is 
imposed to counterbalance the 12 cents duty paid on the wool. In 
addition thereto is the 35 or 40 per cent. ad valorem, according to the 
quality of the goods, to compensate for the extra wages paid for labor 
in manufacturing. I find that the average ad valorem rate on the woolen 


schedule is but 37) per cent 
A material reduction has been made in the woolen schedule on all 


| classes except one grade of women’s dress goods, made from the fine 


The proposed rate | 


You will notice | 


merino wools above referred to, and which our manufacturers here are 
now striving to make in competition with the French and other foreign 
manufacturers. If greater reductions are made in the woolen schedule 
than those already proposed, with the proposed duty on wools, chemi 
cals, and coloring materials maintained, it will strike at and down a 
very important element entering into their manufacture—labor; for, 
as I have already shown, the capital invested is receiving but a fair re 
muneration and would seek othe Is of investment and the 
woolen-mannufacturing interest thus be undermined and destroyed. 
The following table exhibiting the wages actually paid in one of the 
leading worsted-mills of New England, tor the week ending January 
13, 18833, and certified to by the ti ind t} like 


channe 


Surrey 


1e Wages pall for 
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work and divisions of work, so far as comparison is possible, in leading | exceed the receipts under the present law, although it would be less 
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worsted-mills in Leeds, Rheims, and Aix la Chapelle, shows how great | than would be received under the rates recommended by the commis. 


aa obstacle the wage portion of this problem has become: 


Average weckly wages paid in worsted-mills in United States and Europe 
at present. 
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The Ways and Means Committee have made but few changes in the 
cotton schedule from the existing law. The rates have been largely 
reduced on the coarser grades of cloth and increased somewhat on the 
finer grades of cotton hosiery and lage goods, a branch of this industry 
not now well established in this country. 

We imported last year cotton fabrics to the value of $31,285,306.49, 
nearly as much as under the woolen schedule, although the raw mate- 
rial is a native product and in abundance sufficient to supply the full 
demand. The importations under this schedule are principally fine and 
costly goods, used largely by the wealthier classes, the principal item in 
the manufacture of which is labor. The chemicals, dye-stufis, and col- 
ors used are to some extent enhanced in value by the duties imposed 
upon them. This, together with the higher rate of paid, in- 
vites, with the present rates of duty, the large importations which I 
have stated. The high rate of duty existing now upon the coarse grades 
of cotton goods has so stimulated and established this manufacture here 
that home competition has reduced the ruling price so low that a much 
lower rate of duty is proposed or needed on this grade of goods. Fixing 
higher rates on the finer e, which we are not able to manufacture 
to any extent, would establish their manufacture here, and the same 
aa @ reduction in prices, would follow, as in the case of the coarser 

es. 

The estimated revenue from the cotton schedule in this bill would 


sion bill, Hosiery is one of the principal items of importation in the 
| cotton schedule. The present rate is 35 per cent. The commission 
| fixed the rate at 40 per cent. for the purpose of encouraging the man- 

ufacture of the finer grades. The Ways and Means Committee have 
| divided hosiery into two classes and fixed two rates of duty: on stock. 
ings, hose, half-hose, shirts, and drawers made on knitting-machines or 
frames, 35 per cent.; on stockings, hose, half-hose, shirts, and drawers 
fashioned, narrowed, or shaped wholly or in part on knitting-machines 
or frames or knit by hand, 45 per cent. Estimating that one-third are 
of the finer class of goods which would come in at 45 per cent., it in- 
creases the receipts from this class of goods. 

Mr. CARLISLE. Does not the gentleman believe that at least two- 
thirds of the importations will come in at the higher rate? 

Mr. RUSSELL. From information I have received since the esti- 
mate was made I believe it would. 

Mr. CARLISLE. I can show that by the testimony before the Tar 
iff Commission. 

Mr. RUSSELL. Estimating it upon that basis, the receipts from 
cotton importations would not then exceed the receipts that would fol- 
low at the rates recommended by the Tariff Commission. The average 
ad valorem rate on the entire cotton schedule is 45 percent. However, 
if this bill should become a law in practical operation the rate would 
be less, for the reason that the basket or ‘‘ not otherwise provided for” 
clause is made higher than most of the clauses where the gcods are 
specifically mentioned, whereas in the present law the ‘‘ not otherwise 
provided for’’ clause is less than the clauses where the goods are spe- 
cifically mentioned, which has led to fraud or the evasion of the law, and 
larger importations have come in under this clause by the change of 
name and character of the goods. 

The gentleman from Virginia [Mr. TUCKER] said that in this ques 
tion of the tariff there are three parties interested or to be considered— 
the Government, the manufacturer, and the consumer. It seems to me 
that he has overlooked that great and most numerous class, the toiling 
millions, who both labor and consume. They are more interested in 
the tariff than any of the others he has named. They will be more di- 
rectly affected, and therefore it is a vital issue with them. The Goy- 
ernment can be served with your system of tariff, a tariff for revenue 
only. 

The cost of some of the articles that enter into consumption with all 
classes is augmented no doubt by our system; but as long as the ratio 
of difference between living here and wages paid exceeds that elsewher 
our system is the best and should receive our support. 

Without discussing further the bill or the system, I would say that 
this country is one of the most instructive object-lessons in the world 
We are growing rapidly in population and wealth, and our people are 
prosperous and happy, presenting a marked contrast to the material and 
social condition of any other nation. 

Who are now pressing for a large reduction of duties? Save the 
numerous petitions which have come to us asking for the reduction of 
the duty on sugar the people are silent. Revision is called forand nec- 
essary for the readjustment of duties rasher than for great reductions. 

Mr. TOWNSHEND, of Illinois. I will ask my friend whether there 
are not circulars also coming from the manufacturers ? 

Mr, RUSSELL. For what purpose? 

Mr. TOWNSHEND, of Illinois. Asking in some cases an increase 
of duty over the rates fixed by the present law. For instance, the ap- 
plications for the reimposition of the duty on quinine and for increased 
duty on other manufactures ? 

Mr. RUSSELL. Oh, yes. Many asking for an increase, but I know 
of none for reductions save for raw material. 

Mr. TOWNSHEND, of Illinois. Certainly not by the manufacturers 
for a decrease. 

Mr. RUSSELL. And not by the people. There is a class I have 
overlooked who are asking for reductions—the importers—those whose 
support comes from the impertation of foreign goods. From them Con- 
gress is flooded with anonymous communications urging reductions and 
abolition of duties. 

I wish to refer to another remark made by the gentleman from Vir- 
nia. He says ‘the tariff does not raise wages’’ (I use his language); 
‘the reason the protectionist wishes tariff is that he has to pay high 
wages to laborers and can not manufacture unless enabled by duty to 
raise the price of his products so as to pay the wages and reserve protit. 
The high wages are not the effect of the tariff but the occasion fer the 
manufacturers’ needing it.’’? It seems to me it makes no difference 
whether high wages are cause or effect; they are all the same to the 
laborer. There is a popular but erroneous idea that the manufacturers 
are the only parties interested in maintaining a protective tariff. Occu- 
pying the position as employers and responsible for the success of their 
business, it devolves upon them in a measure to watch the conditions 
of trade, and as far as possible to so aid in shaping its laws as to etiect 
a successful issue; but as manufacturers, with only their individual in- 
terests to consider, free raw material and cheap labor, which would ip 
evitably follow free trade, are not to be feared by them. 

Mr. CoNVERSE addressed the Chair. 
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The CHAIRMAN. 





| 
Does the gentleman trom Pennsylvania desire to | 


. 
proce “ELEY. I yield to the gentleman from Ohio, to an arrange- 
wnt which seems to have been made but of which I was not informed. | 
mir, CONVERSE addressed the committee. [See Appendix. } 
The CHAIRMAN. 


The Chair will now recognize for three-quarters | 


of an hour gentlemen on the right. There will then remain three hours | 


for general debate to be divided among members of the Committee on 
Ways and Means. 


ir. ROSECRANS. Nothing less than a sense of high duty to my 


nstituents and to the country could induce me, unskilled as I am in | 


debate, tooccupy the timeand challenge the attention of the committee. 
put in choosing me my constituents of the first district of California had 


to rely on my intelligence, patriotism, and fidelity to represent their | 
home interests on the shores of the Pacific, and still more directly their | 


interestsasan integral part of this great Union of States with its fifty-four 
millions of people. : 

The bill under consideration touches intimately all these interests. I 
owe it to them to state the views which I believe are held by a very large 
majority of my constituents, and I think I may safely say by a very large 
majority of the people of our coast. We are a young, vigorous, enter- 
prising, intelligent, and generous people. 

Within thirty-four years we have firmly planted our modern civiliza- 
tion on the western shores of this great Republic. We hold high over it 
the starry emblem of its power, and under it our workers are steadily 
extending the peaceful empire of prosperous industries. We are a min- 
ing, staple-producing, and young manufacturing people.. 

Farther from our eastern brethren than they are from Europe, and more 
than double their distance from the markets of the world, our produc- 
ing classes have submitted to these disadvantages without murmuring, 
and have rejoiced in the prosperity of their eastern brethren as if it 
were their own. 

Our very remoteness gives breadth and impartiality to our sympa- 
thies in the welfare of every section of the Union. Weembrace in this 
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neficent interests of industrial produc 


than in the larger and more 
tion. 

Our people, therefore, do not expect it to act except within constitu- 
tional limits. It can raise money to pay for doing all that the Consti 
tution authorizes to support and maintain government and promote the 
general wellare. 

They are willing to pay their 
have done so with a noble and 
they have done this under ci 


t 
at 


Y 


I 


full share of the expense, and hitherto 
ful loyalty. But, Mr. Chairman, 
rcumstances of peculiar hardship and op 


heer 








| pression. 

They are & mining and agricultural people, living on the far western 

limits of the Republic. ‘To the markets of | urope they have sent most 

| of their grain, gold, silver, and mining products. Freights from Europ 
to San Francisco have been as cheap as freights trom New York ihe 
articles of consumption which they have had were far cheaper in the 
European markets than in the East; yet when national detens led 
for a tariff which deprived them of these great advantages they submit 
ted without a murmur. They took their goods from in our tari 
line or imported them and paid duties to the amount o 00,000 per 
annum without a murmur. 

But our people regard the present tariff system as full ot istice and 
oppression. They think it is building up great monopo ! 
interests at the expense of the great masses of producers at 1eTS 
which could only be justified by sudden desperate national « el 
They have the conviction that common justice and the inter of reve 
nue for the last ten vears have demanded thorough revision and it 
reduction of duties. 

Mr. Chairman, I share fully in these convictions of my constituent 
and the people of the Pacilic coast I think the present tariff should 


large affection the agricultural and staple-growing as well as the manu- | 


{cturing sections, and have always freely and generously made and 
will continue to make sacrifices to maintain the Government for the 
benefit of all. 

But we have aright to demand that the Government shall do its duty. 
We have a right to require it to do that without which no government 
has a right to claim obedience from citizens—that it shall secure indi- 
vidual liberty and impartial justice to all. We know that in the life 
of a nation some must needs suffer and do more than others for the com- 
mon weal. We do not expect any government to exempt its citizens 
from these inevitable inequalities of burden, but we do expect it so to 
shape its legislation as not to create them. On the contrary, it should 
make them as few and light as possible. 

We believe that a perfect government, free to act, would so shape its 
legislation as to secure the largest amount of productive industry and 
afair and just distribution of its profits. We believe that our own Gov- 
ernment, within its constitutional limits, ought so to legislate as to come 
as nearly as possible to these results. But we believe that no govern- 
ment has the right so to legislate as to enrich one man at the expense 
of another. 

We reject the doctrine of protection because, while reason compels 
its alvocates to use qualifying words, its inevitable logic is toallow each 
and every demand for protection. Admit the principle, and each new 
ndustry, each old and failing industry that has a voice may demand 
laws tocompel consumers to pay such prices as would make them profit- 
able, and, like the daughters of the horse-leech, they would cry, “ Give, 
give,” and never say enough. 

But, while free-traders so far as resistance to this iniquitous system 
of protection is concerned, we are not absolute free-traders. 

We know that absolute free trade means that the strong may devour 
the weak, and that might—not right—shall be the rule. 


es ot 


be thoroughly revised, simplitied, and reduced to the smallest rat 
duties which will produce the revenue required for an economical admin 


| istration of the Government, and so laid as to give just and reasonabk 
protection to labor. Our people on the Pacific coast are especially anx 
ious that this should speedily be don Any legislation honestly to this 
end will have my cordial support. In giving that support I shall be 
governed by the convictions L have here announced to my colleagues on 
this floor. Does the bill now betore the committee mect the demands 
of our people? I answer, it does not 
Mr. Chairman, | have reached the conviction that in its general chat 
acter and spirit this bill is wholly inadequate, and in its details cun 
ningly devised for the prutection of capital and not of labor, contrary 
to principles which ought to govern in Jaying a tariff bill, namely, in 
the least burdensome way to provide adequate revenue, and at th TY 
time ease the burdens of the producing classes and of labor. Its con 
cessions are apparent and in response to popular demands under polit 





We believe that government exists in order to substitute the rule of | 


reason and justice for the rule of the strongest, and that its duty is te 
afford all the protection to person and property which reason and justico 
demand. To that rule applied to our condition we appeal against the 
tyrannical theories of protection, the instrument of capitalists and mo- 
nopolies on the one hand and of arbitrary and regulated free trade on 
the other, 

We do not expect our Government to do all that a perfect government 
could do to secure the perfect and even growth of all our interests and 
industries, but within the limits of its constitutional powers we do ex- 
ject It to protect the weak against the strong, to protect and guard the 
nterests of the producing classes against the cunning and power of capi- 
tal and monopoly. It is not the strong but the relatively weak who 
demand the eare of government. 

Weexpectour Government fittingly to represent us in the great family 
at nations; but we have constituted it as the head of our family, and we 
expect it to legislate and to act for the protection of our own labor, our 
own industries, our own capital, and our own producing classes. 

Constituted as it is, we are glad that its powers are limited by the or- 
fnic law of the Wnion, because were it tree to act it would be more 

ly to be unjustly swayed in the interests of monopoly and capital 


agi 





ical exigencies which reb it of the right tothe public contidence and 
support. Under these circumstances, I have only to say that I believ« 
many colleagues on both sides of this House share in these convictions 


I appeal to them to do all that can be done during the consideration 


of the bill so to amend it as to make it afford at least some relief from 
the intolerable burdens of the present taritf and which will be substan 
tially continued by the present bill. 

I have no hesitation in declaring my conviction that as it stends this 


bill is subtantially a sham, and whether it should be adopted or the 
present law allowed to stand would be a question of temporary expedi 
ency which each member and his constituents may solve as they ple 
But to my mind its adoption would leave the public business and the 
public mind in an unsettled state, with all the attendant evils of anx- 
iety and uncertainty more injurious and oppressive than the existing 
tariff. 

I renew the expression of my hopes that this bill may be so amended 
in Committee of the Whole as to make it reasonably lit to be supporté d 


I yield the remainder of my time to the honorable gentleman from 
Alabama [Mr. HERBERT] 
Mr. HERBERT. Mr. Chairman, I have never fora moment been 


mistaken about the purpose of the Tariff Commission. I never believed 
as some of our friends did, that its purpose was delay. I predicted 
its outcome in the speech I made on that question in this House on th 
2d day of May, 1882. I then said: 


} 


I believe the protectionists will control th« 


cou Sston thatit will report 
in favor of reducing some of the most glaring abuses and reconciling some of the 


inconsistencies of the present system, but thatit will seck to fasten onus a very 
high tariff as a permanency, and thatto accomplish this re tand gain strengtl 
it will extend the tax to articles not now taxed and increase the 


“ul 


tax on others 


I knew very well that the intention of the protectionists who had 
taken this matter in charge was to make a revision which would serve 
to satisfy the popular demand and at the same time answer the pur- 
poses of the monopolists who have for twenty years had control of the 
dominant party in this country, and so of the country itself. The Re- 
publicans came out of the campaign of 1880 with the shout of victory 
on their lips, but demoralized on the tariff question. They well knew 
that they were indebted not to their platform or their principles for th: 
victory they had won, but to the gentleman who is now figuring so prom- 
inently as a defendant in the star-route cases, Mr. Dorsey, and the 
money furnished him by the present honorable gentleman, accredited 
by the President and Senate as our representative man before the peo 
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ple of France. Dorsey and his money carried Indiana, and as Indiana | 
went so went the Union. 


But the monopolists were frightened. They determined never to risk 


another election for President without being able to put up aplea that | table prepared for convenience by Treasury experts. 


the tariff had been revised. Soas soonas the firstsession of this Congress 
began we heard them advocating a tariff commission, The plan had | 
been proposed in the Forty-sixth Congress. Republicans could see no 
wood in it then. But after their experience in the Presidential cam- 
paign they came back here in favor of a tariff commission. They 
wanted no revision. They never intended to have any until they be- | 





came convinced it was apolitical necessity. It was easy to foretell what | own language embodied in your own table, and I stand on that and 
. revision would be undertaken and carried on under such auspices. | claim that under that bill acidulated phosphate of lime, ammoni: 


The Republican party is under the control of the monopolists. ‘These | 
monopolists do not intend to give up their hold on the people. They | 
uaturally insist that the people shall continue to pay them tribute. So | 
it follows, Mr, Chairman, that this bill gives no relief to the people. 

Mr. Chairman, if I had had this bill before me at the time 1 used 
those words I have quoted from my speech of last May I could not more 
correctly have described it. Upon the cursory examination I have been 
able to give the bill in the short time it has been before us for investi- 
gation, | find that reductions, numerous reductions, are made on arti- 
cles not imported at all, or on articles imported to so small an extent 
that the tax is practically prohibitory. 

I have marked a number of items to which if I had the time I would 
call attention, but I propose now in the very brief time given to me to 
point out some of the remarkable features of the bill as proposed. 

lor instance, we find thatin ‘‘ Schedule A,’’ chemical products, some 
articles are reduced, for instance gelatine, fancy soaps, tartaric acid, cas- 
tor oil, &e. But now we come to an article which has been heretofore 
on the free-list. I refer to ‘‘acidulated phosphate of lime, ammoniated 
or otherwise.’’ Heretofore that was free, and in the State of South Caro- 
lina there are at present large phosphate beds which are being worked 
and a very considerable interest has grown up there in that direction. 
In order to catch that interest this Ways and Means Committee have 
taken that item, which as I say was heretofore on the free-list, and im- 
posed a tax of $3 per ton upon it. The prediction that I made was that 
they would take in articles not heretofore taxed and put them upon the 
taxable schedule in order to gain strength to help them to keep this 
organised system of robbing the people. Now, hereisaninstance. Phos- 
phates, in which the farmers throughout the country are interested, are 
to be taxed—a bounty is to be given to the owners of phosphate beds in 
order that they may enlist themselves under the banner of the protec- 
tionists. 

Another thing is sumac. That is becoming something of an industry 
in this country, and an increase in tariff rates is proposed, in order to 
gain strength for this measure, from those who gather the sumac. 

Mr. KELLEY. Mr. Chairman, will the gentleman from Alabama 
permit me to interrupt him to ask in what part of the free-list he finds 
the article of acidulated phosphate of lime, ammoniated or otherwise ? 

Mr. HERBERT. Yes, sir. 

Mr. KELLEY. It may come in under some Treasury ruling. 

Mr. HERBERT. 1 will answer the gentleman. I find it in your 
document, on the second page, and I quote the exact language: 





Acidulated phosphate of lime, ammoniated or otherwise 


That is the manner in which it is designated by the Ways and Means 
Committee, and they further say it was formerly known as— 
Phosphate, crude or native, for fertilizing purposes. 


Mr. KELLEY. Oh, ‘‘erude or native;’’ but that which is acidu- 
lated, ammoniated or otherwise, is not crude. That is an element of 
the manufacture of phosphate. 

Mr. HERBERT. You have printed in this table and brought into 
the House, and that is my authority for the statement that I make, a 
table in which you give herein tabulated columns, first, the classifica- 
tion as proposed by the Committee on Ways and Means; and, second, 
as classified in the impost schedule of the Bureau of Statistics. And 
now you say here yourself in this table brought in by you: 

Acidulated phosphates of lime, ammoniated or otherwise, $ a ton. 


You also say in this table that this title which you give to that sub- 
stance covers the same article known in the schedules of the Bureau of 
Statistics as ‘‘phosphate, crude or native, for fertilizing purposes.”’ 
And running out that line youstate yourself that it was on the free-list 
before. 

Mr. KELLEY. 
tree-list. 

Mr. HERBERT. The gentleman’s own table so states. 

Mr. KELLEY. Phosphate, crude, was one of the several ingredients 
of that article known as acidulated or ammoniated phosphate of lime. 
That issimply oneof the crudeelementsof it. They were free, and they 
will still be free if the committee’s bill be adopted. 

Mr. HERBERT. Your bill does not so specify. 

Mr. KELLEY. Yes, the bill does. 


Mr. HERBERT. It is notso stated in this document which you have 
furnished to the House. 


I beg the gentleman’s pardon; it never was on the 





Mr. KELLEY. That is a Treasury table. 
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Mr. HERBERT. It is your table, and was the table giver yo the 
House by the gentleman himself to accompany the bill. -_ 
Mr. KELLEY. Butas I have told the gentleman, this js simply a 
Mr. HERBERT. Does the gentleman say, then, that it is wro 
Mr. KELLEY. I have not examined it with a view to disco, 
but under the title that the gentleman gives this he desi 
manufactured article as one of the crude materials. 
case. 
Mr. HERBERT. The designation that I have given it is upon y 


ng? 

ering, 
gnates the whole 
That is not the 


our 


: - ; ited or 
otherwise, heretofore shown by this same table to be free, is placed jon 


the tariff schedule at $3 a ton. Right opposite to that, in a paralle! 
column, you give the same article under its own old name, which was 
permitted to come in free, and you show how it was classified before as 
‘phosphates, crude or native, for fertilizing purposes.”’ 

Mr. KELLEY. But the gentleman will understand me when | sa, 
to him that that simply refers to one of the elements. 

Mr. HERBERT. But this saysitis the same thing; in other words 
that phosphate, crude or native, for fertilizing purposes is the same ax 
acidulated phosphate of lime, ammoniated orotherwise. Now, thatis 
the clause that you have embodied in this bill, and if your bill cop 
tained a mistake in a matter of as great importance as that, why did 
not you explain it in some report accompanying the bill? : 

Mr. KELLEY. I will try to explain it when we come to the bil] jy 
detail, and not take more of the gentleman’s time. 

Mr. HERBERT. i do not see how the gentleman can explain it, ex- 
cept upon the idea that the table itself is an entire mistake. This very 
table states that those very articles were upon the free-list before, and 
then it states thata tax isnow proposed of $3aton. That iswhere | get 
it. The gentleman from Pennsylvania supposed I was talking about 
the Senate table. But here it is in the House table; there can not he 
any mistake about it. The gentleman may cavil about names and 
classifications, but when I show that the committee has placed a tari 
charge on an article needed by the farmer for fertilizing purposes which 
was before on the free-list, then I think I have shown what the aninius 
of the bill is. It isa fair sample of the relief the farmer may expo 
from it if it ever becomes a law. 

So much of my time has been taken up in this colloquy that | can 
only allude to a few other articles I had marked to illustrate the prin 
ciple upon which this bill is framed. 

Let us come to copper. Under the former bill ‘‘ copper, old and ti: 
only for remanufacture,’’? came in largely, and ‘‘ brass in bars or pigs 
old and fit only to be remanufactured,’’ came in largely. On those a: 
ticles now classified as ‘‘old copper only fit for remanufacture’’ thy 
tariff was 18.49 per cent., according to this table if there is no mistak: 
about it. Now, then, under this bill the tariff is raised to 33.51 per 
cent. In other words, there was too much copper coming in. Unc 
that clause it found a way to get into this country so as to compet 
with the monopolists who own the copper mines of America. Cons 
quently there was a revenue of $79,504.92 collected on that class oi 
copper. But the rate of duty is now to be raised from 18.49 per cent 
up to 33.51 per cent. 

That shows you the principle upon which the Ways and Means Com 
mittee increase taxation. The tax is increased in order to shut goods 
out, to prevent the people from getting them at low prices, and keep the 
Treasury from getting revenue. The duty on copper in plates, bars, 
ingots, &e., they lower. They put that from 5 down to 4 cents a ton 
Why, only $836 worth of it was ever imported, giving only $310 of rey 
enue. Therefore the copper mines of America can stand that reduction 
So they reduce where it will do the people no good and they increas 
so as to prevent goods from coming in cheaply that would benelit th 
people. The workers in brass and copper are still to pay high prices 
for material, still to pay tribute to monopolists who own the copper 
mines of America. 

Mr. Chairman, the motive principle of those who framed this bill is 
to be found in the remarks made the other day by the honorable gen 
tleman from Pennsylvania [Mr. KELLEY], the chairman of the Ways 
and Means Committee, when he declared that it was the most perte:t 
and the best tariff bill that ever had been proposed to Congress for two 
reasons. One of those reasons, he said, was that the ‘‘ not otherwise 
provided for’’ clause, which had heretofore in all tariffs been low, had 
been raised so that the tariff under that drag-net clause would be higher 
than the duties on the goods specifically described belonging to the 
same class. Experience had shown that under that ‘not otherwise 
provided for’’ clause a gap was let down through which goods came to 
the people and revenue came to the Government, and the purpose—‘! 
not the purpose, the effect—yes, I will say both the effect and the pur- 
pose of this clause as now proposed will be to prevent in future the 
Government from getting revenue and the people from getting goods «! 
low rates. : ee 

I take only twoinstances. Under that *‘ not otherwise provided for 
clause cotton-ties and hoops used for cotton-ties came in to such an ¢\” 
tent as that the Government got a revenue of about $270,000, the tax 
being 36.19 per cent. That is a fair revenuetax. Under that the poo 
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ple of the South got their cotton-ties at reasonable rates. 
roposes to raise that tax up to 81.64 per cent. 

Does any gentleman on this floor imagine that the Government will 
t that much revenue in the future if this bill becomes a law’? Does 


re . . . : * . 
. know that it will shut out the importation of cotton-ties; 


not every one 


that the Government will lose revenue; and that the people will have | 


to pay more for this necessary article ? ; 

So of steel-wire fencing. That came in heretofore under the ‘not 
otherwise provided for’’ clause. Like cotton-ties, it had not been in- 
vented when the Morrill tariff was framed. So it escaped specific taxa- 
tion and only came under the general clause, which in all former tariffs 
was low. Hence the farmers in the West got steel-wire fencing at low 
rates and the Government got a revenue amounting to several hundred 
thousand dollars. Now, this bill proposes to put the tax on all things 
of that kind at 25 cents a pound; in other words, of 856 per ton. The 
gentleman praises his bill because it changes the principle on which all 
tariff bills heretofore have been framed. That principle was not to 
place a prohibitory duty on the possibilities of the future; but the gen- 
tleman now felicitates himself upon having devised a plan by which all 
the discoveries of chemistry, all the inventions of man, all the achieve- 
ments of science on the other side of the ocean shall redound to the 


benefit—not of the American people but of the American capitalists | 


and monopolists. They want to foreclose now a chattle mortgage on 
every creation of art or science that is in the wom) of the future. 

The other reason the gentleman gave for saying this was the best taritl 
bill ever reported to Congress was that it gave the owner or manutnet- 
urer a right to become a party to any dispute about the rate of duty on 
a similar imported article, and to go into the courts to settle the ques- 
tion. In other words, if any manufacturer thinks that consumers are 
exaping his monopoly he may litigate. He and theimporter may tight 
it out in the courts, and the consumer has no right in the premises 
except to sit quietly by and wait while 
to be charged him for his goods. 

Oh, Mr. Chairman, if the American people would only free them- 
selves from party trammels and look this great question of taxation full 
in the face; if they would only learn what their rights are and demand 


others wrangle over the price 


at the polls that legislation be fair and square and honest and just to 


all classes of people, no committee would ever hereafter dare to report 
such a bill as this is to the American Congress 

In my opinion, sir, no such favorable opportunity was eve 
before for the discussion of the tariff question as the present 


offered 


The 


American Government is a century old—we are in all the clements of | 


greatness first among the nations of the earth. The question that influ- 
enced so largely the statecraft of the past, the question of securing an in- 
dependent position among the nations of the earth, is solved. We have 
attained that position. It is secure, No government on earth -rests 
on so firm a foundation as ours. 


policy, uninfluenced by fear of foreign nations. So the American peo- 
ple ought now, sir, to decide whether we are to continue and extend, as 
this bill proposes to do, that system of protection which had its origin 
in the plea that we must become independent and attained its growth 
by the accident of a civil war, or whether we will, by gradual aud safe 
and statesman-like measures return to the path pointed out to us by 
the science of political economy and sanctioned by the principles of 
equality and justice which underlie our Government, that the power to 
tax must be used for the support of government and not for the pur- 
pose of enriching one industry at the expense of another. 

Not only, sir, do we oceupy a position that enables us to decide this 
question on its merits, but we have facts at our disposal that will enable 
us to discuss it intelligently. 
just coming in. It is the most complete census we ever took. 
it at the cost of millions of dollars. 
utilize the facts it furnishes. That census shows us what makes this 
nation great. It shows us who the laborers are in whose sweat and on 
whose muscle the grandeur and glory and development of the country 
must rely. It is labor, labor with muscle and brawn and brain, that 
makes the difference between savage and civilized man, and this Amer- 
ican Congress must care for American labor; not labor in one eceupa- 
tion at the expense of another, but all American labor, looking upen 
every honest laborer as equally honorable and equally entitled to the 
protection of the law. Whoever places a burden on one class of labor- 
ers for the benefit of another class is not the friend, he is the enemy, of 
the laborer. The friend of labor will do justice to all labor. 


That expenditure was wise if we 


I trust, Mr. Chairman, that I have as much patriotism as any other | 


gentleman on this floor. I love my own country better than any other 
country, my own people better than any other people. I desire that 
American laborers should be better paid, better fed, better clothed than 
other laborers, and a gentleman by suggests, better educated. They 
ought to be. We have a better soil, cheaper land, cheaper food, more 
natural advantages, greater liberfyY than other people. These things 
our laborers should all enjoy and share fairly between them. 

But, sir, I know of no reason why I should prefer as a legislator the 
man who works in a glass-factory to him who molds brick or makes 
tiles. Yet, sir, I find on lookingat the census returns and the collections 
of customs that the laborers in glass-factories in the United States make 


No people on earth are so absolutely | 
independent as we are, and we can now settle on questions of domestic | 


The returns of the census of 1880 are | 
We took 
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But this bill | goods worth $23,691,580 per annum. 
bricks and tiles worth $32,833,537. 
Now, the laborers who make this $23,000,000 of glass goods the Wavs 
and Means Committee propose to protect from foreign competition by 
| lmposing on the foreigners who compete with them taxes amounting t 
$7,744,378. 13, while the ¥ propose to protect the manufacturers of PZ 


Another class of laborers mak« 


to 
| 000,000 worth of bricks and tiles by taxes amounting to but little over 
$25,000. In other words, you propose to protect the glass-worker two 
| hundred and eighty fold more than the brick molder. Can any one 
look at these figures and give credit to the Wavsand Means Comnittee 
| as being the sincere friends of labor? 


| I find also, that according to the Census the value of the wheat: rop 
| of this country in 1880, estimating it at $1 a bushel, was $459,000.000: 
| yet wheat is to be protected tf om foreign competition by a tax which 
| itis estimated will produce a little over $25,000, 1 find that the oat 
| crop Was worth $203,000, 000 vet the protection to the grower of oats 


will amout to only $151,000 
| bushel, was worth more than 


The corn crop, est 


d at 40 cents a 


STUN, 000,000. vet the | ple who erow 
| that corn are to be protected, as estimated under this bill, by theamount 
| of $537.20. Somebody brings in a little corn-m« il Lhe cotton erop, 
jat $50 a bale, was worth $287,320,700. Now, ought \ not look to 

these interests as well as to the manufacturing It 1s SO 
}to me. The small importations of cotton and con \ at and 
| Oats, compared to the immense amounts made }y LETS « | 
| country, have no efiect upon the price. We export the ( 
Our farmers are compelled to compete with European pro Pheu 
| Topean labor, and prices in Europe control largely Ame pl 
| But when European manufactures are shut out of th 
are compelled to buy the high priced Amert in ! 
| mechanie, the worl lL consumers of all k 1 
What does it amount t lL will now undertake od culate tf 
I shall only take thr ( as samples 
I think, sir, we can ¢ ite W more fairly eV 
| protection is costing the country dol I ul cents 
Let us utilize the t hetore 
In order to make the estimate and ascertain h howe] 
\merican producer on one protected article we have only to i 
tain, first, how much of that home-manutaetured t ve u Vl 
how much we pay for it rhat the census tells us Ne in 
What rate we could buy that icle manu ed | rhen, 
having ascertained the difference between t] price | r the home 
made artisle and the price at which we could purchase t] ! 
| abroad to import it, we ¢ ily see how much prot 1 ve 0 
| that article. We ha yremember that ourown people buy, « 
own people consume all t] otected articles manu tured in the coun 
try. They can not be ex] L hee they are too high-priced 
Now, it is always difficult to ascertain the foreign and home price 
accurately, but the report of the Tariff Commission and the bill of th 
Ways and Means Committ irnish us the data, from which I shall 
make a calculation 
Theavowed purpose of | PariilConumission was to re eourtarifand 
put itata point where Americ mM manutactures will have a th ropportu 


nity to compete with the foreign manufactur In order to ascertain 
| what was the difference between the cost of production in America and 
| abroad the Tariff Commission was appointed his was deemed neces 
| sary, So it was said, thi s to fix upon fair rates, 
| this reason experts were appointed, and they called before them thi 


| . 
|} manufacturers and importers and took « 


es 


to enabk +s Congres 


vidence. It must be presumed 


that they obtained the most reliable information that was to be had 
and it must be pre sumed that they acted upon it 
Now, if having ascertained this difference between the mt of the 


American product and the iniported article they had fixed on that « 


ference as the tariff on each article, they would have placed the Ame: 
| ican on exactly the same footing as the foreign manufactur Phat 
| would be the competitive point But 1 make my calculations 1 pon the 
idea that the Tariff Commission and Ways and Means Com: ee hay 
| ing ascertained that point, having allowed for the diflerence in wages 
and material and interest and all other fiir allowances to reach that 
point, then added in each case to that difference 5 per cent., a still fur 
| ther difference in favor of the American manutacturet Certainly the 
; Ways and Means Committee will not contend they have done more 
Even 5 per cent. added under these circumstances would eventually 
prove prohibitory, and gentlemen can not «atiord to admit that they 
have gone further than that 
Making my calculationon this basts, first finding the propesed aver 
| age duty on an article, then deducting from that duty 5 per cent. and 
| taking the percentage thus found as showing the difference in price 


ealeulated 
I find that the 
TRO 


between the American and the 
| first on window-glass, a common and necessary artis 
amount produced and, of course, consumed in America was in 
| $5,047,000; and I find that the duty which will be collected 
| under the proposed tariff on glass-ware is 75.67 per cent. Deductir 
| per cent. from this, we have, in round numbers, as the difference be 
tween the price of the American and imported article, leaving out the 
fraction, 71 per cent Now, estimating that this 71 per cent. difference 
makes up a part of the valuation of the g! wtured 


imported product, I have 


1 
i 


| 


average 
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American Yr 2 manu! 
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as above, $5,047,000, and working out the calculation by discount, I 
find that the people of this country in 1880 paid to the manufacturers 
of window-glass $2,095,668. 

I have had a similar caleulation made with regard to iron and steel, 
giving the same 5 per cent. benefit. I find that the people of the 
United States paid in one year to the iron and steel interests $169,000,000; 
while the people who bought the imported iron and steel articles paid 
tothe Government in duty only $27,000,000. Inother words, the manu- 
facturers of iron and steel get about S8 of the people’s money where the 
Government gets $1. 

In relation to the woolen goods, making the same estimate, I find 
that the amount of duty estimated as collectible under this bill, upon 
the amount of goods for the year 1882, would be $23,000,000. Yet the 
American people pay annually to the woolen interests $97,000,000. 

These results are simply astounding. The calculations show more 
than 5263,000,000 paid by the consumers of this country to three pro- 
tected industries in one year. Thus in ten years we have paid these 
indusiries a sum about equal to the national debt at the close of the 
war. If Tshould inelude in the calculation all the protected industries, 
all the high-priced goods we are compelled to buy, it would show that 
we are taxed for the benetit of manufacturers more than six hundred 
millions per annum 

Now, how are we to be reconciled to all this? If you look over this 
bill you will find, as I predicted a year ago, that our kind friends of the 
Ways and Means Committee have added some things to the free-list, to 
show how good they are to the people. The most important benefit to 
the American people by additions to the free-list I find is pepper. Pep- 
per we are to have free, but they do not add salt. 

The CHAIRMAN. ‘The time of the gentleman has expired. 

Mr. HEWITT, of Alabama. I would ask my colleague how much 
more time he would like? 

Mr. HERBERT. About tive minutes more. 

Mr. HEWITT, of Alabama. I ask consent that my colleague's time 
may be extended for five minutes. 

‘There was no objection. 

Mr. HERBERT. The most important article I found on the tree-list 
was, as | told you, pepper. Why not salt? Why not allow a man to 
salt his vegetables as well as pepper them without being taxed? | 
will tell you why; it is because a duty on pepper is a purely revenue 
tax; every dollar minus the cost of collection goes into the Government 
cotl 

Mr. COX, of New York. The gentleman will remember that there 
is free salt for codiish but not for pork. 

Mr. HERBERT. Yes, sir, free salt for codfish, but none for pork 
and none for beef. 

In this article of salt we have an illustration of the principle upen 
which the Ways and Means Committee have constructed this whole 
tariff bill. They refuse to give us free salt because they want the salt 
men to help them keep up high taxes and make people pay high prices 
for their clothing, their hats, their shoes, and their farming imple- 
ments. But for the expected assistance of the salt men salt also would 
have been on the free-list. 

The next most important thing added to the free-list isnutmegs. So 
that, if this bill passes, when the American citizen mixes his toddy with 
his sugar, his whisky, his water, and sees the nutmeg gracefully float- 
ing on the top, he ean drink the health of the great Republican party 
and the Ways and Means Committee, and thu. ‘‘od that at least the 
water and the nutmeg are untaxed. 

Another thing that this committee keep most conscientiously on the 
free-list is attar of roses. Just think of it—attar of roses, the most del- 
icate, the most fragrant, and, I believe, the most costly perfume in the 
world is still left on the free-list! If any querulous American citizen 
should say to his member of Congress, ‘* Why have you left me to pay 
these high taxes on every article of clothing from the crown of my 
head to the sole of my foot,’’ the Representative can reply, ‘‘ But remem- 
ber attar of roses comes in duty free!’’ But if your constituent’s wife 
or child is sick with fever and he wants quinine as a medicine he must 
pay a tax upon it, for this committee has taken quinine off the free-list, 
where we put it some four years ago, and restored it to the list of taxed 
articles, 

{ Here the hammer fell. ] 

Mr. MCKINLEY and Mr. CARLISLE addressed the committee. 
Appendix. ] 

The CHAIRMAN. The gentleman from Kansas is recognized. 

Mr. HASKELL. Mr. Chairman, before entering upon the considera- 
tion of the pending bill and of the American system of protection and its 
results it may be wise to glance comprehensively at the conditions which 
attach generally to the various leading nations of the world and the posi- 
tion the United Statesoceupiesamong them. Weshall not be guilty of the 
folly of attributing everythingof success and all prosperity to the tariff, 
but as a matter of general interest to even the most careless observer 
the statements which follow are of interest and will be found worthy a 
place here. When we remember that the advocates of a tariff for reve- 
nue only boldly assert that the system we defend is one of ‘‘ robbery,’’ 
*‘extortion,’’ ‘‘ unjust and unnecessary taxation,’’ ‘‘ ruinous to our in- 
dustries,’’ a ‘‘ relic of barbarism,’’ with other harsh and startling dec- 
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larations, we naturally have a strong desire to mount some ima 
Pisgah and take one comprehensive glance over the land which oon? 
accused of ‘‘ruining’’ and ‘‘dwarfing,” and, comparing it with — 
nations, see if we can discover the effects of the ravages that it is a)... 
we have committed on our beloved country. on 
In this mood, therefore, I present to your mental vision the Unites 
States, a nation whose industrial life compared with that of 6+) Peay 
tions is as that of a child of 10 years compared with some “Sener, 
genarian. dias 
The tables that follow are from estimates made by Charles s 
Statistician of the Department of State, representing the My tropolitan 
Industrial League, of New York, which appear in evidence takey jy 4), 
Tariff Commission, on page 1676, volume 2, of the commission’s », D wt 
Age.—United States, dating from the Declaration of Independence, i wenn 
United Kingdom, dating from William the Conquerer, 800; France, dati. ~e 
Charlemagne, 1,100; Germany, dating from Charlemange, 1,100; Russia, da;.,,.. 
from Peter the Great, 350; Austria, dating from Charlemange, 1,100. ition 
Population.—U nited States, 50,150,000; Great Britain, 34,505,000; France 
000; Germany, 45,367,000; Russia, 82,400,000; Austria, 39,175,000. ‘ 
Wealth.—United States, $55,000,000,000; Great Britain, $45,000,000,000; Pray, 
$40,000,000,000; Germany, $25,000,000,000; Russia, $15,000,000,000; Austria. $i) a. 
000,000, = 
Debt.—United States, $1,800,000,000; Great Britain, $3,800,000,000; France, ¢ 
000,000; Germany, $90,000,000; Russia, $2,000,000,000; Austria, $2,000,000,000. 
Expense.—United States, $257,000,000; Great Britain, $415,000,000; France Ser 
000,000; Germany, $150,000,000; Russia, $600,000,000; Austria, $370,000,000. | ‘ 
Production.—United States: Agriculture, $7,500,000,000; manufactures, $8.9 
000,000, Great Britain: Agriculture, $1,200,000,000; manufactures, $4,000.00 op 
France: Agriculture, $2,000,000,000; manufactures, 2,500,000,000, 
Agriculture, $1,800,000,000; manufactures, $2,200,000,000. 
$2,000,000,000; manufactures, $1,300,000,000, 
manufactures, $1,500,000,000, 


1 
ili} 


7.166, 


J Germany 
) _ Russia: Agriculture. 
Austria: Agriculture, $1,000,000 000 


I append another estimate and letter from the Bureau of Statistics 
Treasury Department of the United States, on the same subject: 
TREASURY DEPARTMENT, BUREAU OF Srartisica 
Washington, D. C., January 11, 1833 
Dear Siz: In reply to your request of the 5th instant, I have collected 
the best sources accessible to me statistics of wealth, public debt, & 





, Tela 





Wealth.—United States, $30,068,518,507. (United States Census, 1870 United 
Kingdom, $42,825,200,000; Germany, $21,616,993,000; Russia, $14,716,296,000 
tria, $13,528,870,000. (Mulhali’s Progress of the World, 1880.) 

The following statement in regard to the ae debt and expenditures of the 
countries mentioned is taken from Spofford’s American Almanac for 158: 


Aus. 


Public debt and expenditures. 


Year. 













Countries Debt. Expenses 
a al 
cen EE ee SET 1881 | $2,018,869,698 | $260,712, 87 
United Kingdom... 1881 3, 843, 518, 460 $15, 509. 620 
Germany.........0....- 1881 | 1,358, 454,095 491, 095, 566 
Austria... 1881 | 2, 287,195,399 | 436,238, 209 
I tinhiicmnaceniniind kiabase aicklalinmniuisenessuidnanscaniel 1880 | 2,081,417, 932 469, 121, 704 
Products 

‘ so Manufactures a 

Countries and mining. Agriculturn 
II ss ciettaceanaineehGamnasubeiaeennnntnin | $4, 232, 325,442 | *$2, 447,538, Hs 
United Kingdom.. .-| 8,236,222,500 | 71,289, 622,500 
SS CLE 1, 391,819,000 | +1, 654,610,000 
Russia ..... 778, 640,000 | 71, 800, 605,000 
IN Siechiisccdccsivieusdgicsidnlatptesiiininncannitveuiariapeemniae 632,645,000 | 71,279, 889,500 


* United States Census, 1870. + Mulhall’s Progress of the World, 1530 

I beg to refer you to the Superintendent of the Census for the figures of the 
wealth of the United States for 1880, if you desire to use them in this connection 
They have not yet been given tothe public. Although Mr. Mulhall's work was 
published in 1880, it is omy ne that his data may have been several years old 
with respect to some of the countries. J 

So far as Iam imformed, countries other than the United States do not take @ 
periodical official inventory of national wealth, but such data are the results of 
estimates made by eminent statisticians. 

I assume no responsibility for the above figures, but, as before remarked, have 
collected them from the best souces at my command. 


Very respectfully, JOSEPH NIMMO. Jr 
bad Chief of Bureaw 





Hon. D. C, HasKELL, M. C., 
House of Representatives. 


Without claiming accuracy fer the estimates we can from them, how- 
ever, make the following most gratifying and safe deductions: 

First. That the United States is the wealthiest nation in the world 

Second. That it is the largest producer of agricultural products 

Third. That it is the largest manufacturing nation in the world 

Fourth. That it has the least debt, save Germany. 

Fifth. That its expenses are the least, save Germany. a 

And all this can be said of a nation one hundred years ol, W hiéh for 
the most part has been conducted under a system which, it is alleged 
by our opponents, is one of robbery and extortion ! ; 

When to the foregoing we can add that nowhere is there so equable 


a distribution of wealth, nowhere more widely diffused general intel- 
ligence among the masses of the people, nowhere so many golden oppor 
tunities for advancement im wealth or station, nowhere is there paid 
such wages to labor, and, above all and beyond all, nowhere can there 
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be found so great civil and religious liberty, we come down from our | 


imaginary Pisgah to examine more closely into the details of the bill 

and of our economic system, to accept the gage of battle offered by our 

opponents, and to defend our American system of protection, strong in 

the faith that no nation could make so happy an exhibit that was con- 

ducted upon a system of economics radically wrong or grossly defective. 
TARIFF COMMISSION, 

The report of the Tariff Commission has been a surprise to every one: 
To the friends of the measure, which provided for its creation, a most 
agreeable one; to its opponents, a bitterly received disappointment. 

“The enemies of the measure insisted that the commission would ac- 
complish nothing. On the contrary, its labors have been almost her- 
eulean, and its report, with the evidence submitted, has been invalua- 
ble in the preparation of the pending bill. 

The enemies of the commission declared that it was organized merely 
to delay tariff revision. They are forced to admit that its action has 
hastened the work of revision. 

It was declared that it would advocate the present rates or an increase 
evenof those rates of duties levied; it has advised, on the contrary, many 
radical reductions and suggested most salutary simplifications in rates 
and classifications. 

They declared that the evidence it would take would be one-sided at 
best, perhaps garbled in the interest of a high tariff, and that it would 
present to Congress @ mass of undigested matter, practically valueless, 
that few would ever read and none would understand. 

The testimony it submits embraces all the varying shades of tariff 
faith from absolute free trade to ultra protection. The importer and the 
domestic manufacturer, the mechanic and the farmer, have all been 
heard, and their evidence is clear, concise, and valuable. 

The opponents of the commission declared that if any scheme of re- 
vision was presented it would bea theoretic orso-styled ‘‘scientilic’’ plan, 


of no practical utility; a scheme fitted for some Utopia, but not for the | 


United States. 

On the contrary, like eminently well-qualitied business men, the 
members of the commission seem to have placed themselves by the side 
of the farm, the mill, the mine, and the factory, recogniziug every in- 
dustry and ignoring none; to have examined the law asit now affects each 
and every interest, and to have recommended such changes as in their 
judgment the best good of all the people and all the interests of our 
country demanded. They have presented no foolish invention, no fine- 
spun theory, but on the basis of solid facts have advised us of the evils 
and of the benefits that are attached to or derived from our industries 
as they actually exist to-day. 

WORK OF WAYS AND MEANS COMMITTE! 

Accepting the general outline and features of the plan of revision of 
the tariff and the revision of the customs laws as presented by the com- 
mission, the work of the Committee on Ways and Means has been to 
verify it, and correct wherever found the errors that of necessity must 
occur here and there in the text, and, owing to the limited time it had 
for its labors to supply obvious omissions, and occasionally after patient 
and exhanstive re-examinations of the various industries, to recommend 
an advance or decrease of the rates of duties proposed, and to correct 
ambiguities of phraseology. On the whole the committee have reduced 
rather than advanced the various schedules; have executed and carried 
more certainly into effect the evident judgment of the commission, and 
have suggested few changes in general plan or policy, the intent of the 
commission and of the Committee on Ways and Means being to caro- 
fully revise the tariff as to every industry, and leaving the protection 
afforded only high enough to permit the carrying on of our industries 
and the maintenance of American competition. In other words, a com- 
petitive, not a prohibitory tariff bill, is presented for your consideration. 

The intention has been also to favor or give preference to specific 
rates of duty; to use ad valorem rates only where specific could not 
be safely trusted, and to fix a compound rate, where neither specific nor 
ad valorem rate would give a safe and unambiguous law. To illustrate, 
where a given generic name for an article covered only the one arti- 
cle or line of articles of about the same value, a specific rate has been 
named; where the generic name covered a fabric or an article which 
from coarse to fine embraced a wide range of values, an ad valorem 
rate has been given, and where the generic name applied to an article 
which was a compound of two or more dutiable or free-list articles a 
specific rate and also an ad valorem rate or compound rate has been 
applied. 

In a few instances articles of the same name would be bound to pay 
so much in value and material that a compound rate was found to be 
the only one that would prevent a systemized undervaluation on the 
lower grade goods. 

There are a few points that, though well understood, it may not be 
out of place to mention here in connection with an examination of tariff 
schedules: First, that the rate of duty is always to be estimated upon 
the foreign invoices, and hence when noting an advalorem rate the pop- 
ular impression that any person has of home and current retail prices, 
or prices that the consumer pays, must not be allowed to cloud the judg- 
ment as to what the real duty is on the given article. 

Again, when an article pays an ad valorem rate of duty, it must be 
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| understood that foreign invoices are never above the very lowest possi 

ble foreign manufacturers’ price, and are often very much lower. Un 
dervaluations are sometimes as great as 50 per cent. of real value, and 
instances have been given, in cases where the merchandise has been con 
trolled by a foreign monopoly or unscrupulous trader, in which the for 
eign import invoice was not in excess of 334 per cent. of the ordinary 
| foreign wholesale price, but owing to the difficulty of ascertaining the real 
| cost of manufacture where but one or two persons make the goods these 
fraudulent invoices have to be accepted at the custom-houses, or at best 
are not and can not be raised to full pri 


ice 

It will thus be readily seen that if the tariff was : 
not) the amount of it in most cases is much less than ‘‘ revenue only” 
advocates would have it to appear, or indeed as it appears from the mere 
mention of the ad valorem rate. Again, all foreign manufacturers of im 
portance now have agents located in New York who are the first consign 
ees of goods imported to the United States, the manufacturers of En 
rope sending all their goods to themselves in this country, 7. e. to their 
agents in New York, and imported goods now are largely sold to Ameri 
| can merchants by these agents ‘‘ duty paid.’’ Noone knows what the 
foreign invoices are, in point of price, save the custom-house inspectors, 
and no one knows what the amount of tariff ] i s real value 

There is to-day not a single American importer of silks; sidks all come 


. tax (which it is 


to the United States consigned to agents, and are sold ‘‘duty paid,”’ 
j and while every one is aware that imported silks are largely under 
valued, the extent of the undervaluation can not be determined, since 
it is to every importer’s interest to keep the prices as low as they can 
be crowds d past inspec tors, and their schemes and inventi omcom 
| plish this lack in nothing in cunning and shrewdness 
Again, two chemicals are used in the arts and manuficture ne at 
a high rate, one at a low rate—easily and cheaply combined, easily and 
| cheaply separated or modified for a given use. The mixing is done on 
the other side; the cheaper preponderates, and the compound pays the 
lower rate as it is entered at the custom-house for consumption 
REDI ] INS IN RATI AND RLY Nt 


1 go now directly to the provisions of this bill and to the criticisms 


of its opponents. I never have heard such reckless statements, born, 
l presume, of forgetfulne or Inacde juate information, than those that 
| have been placed before the House during this debat This bill, as 
|} shown by the table prepared under the supervision of the experts of 
| the Treasury Department, trom the beginning of which to the end every 
| protection member of the committee declared made an unfair showing 
for us, all their theories or figures and all their estimates and computa 
tions drifting against our estimates of the probable results, and yet 
these estimates and figures make a 10 per cent. reduction in revenue 
| without any reference to the charges and commissions which the bill 
repeals. 
Adding to the above reduction of 10 per cent. the charges and com 


missions repealed by this bill and no man, it seems to me, can possibly 
estimate the reduction of revenues that it will bring about at less than 
15 to 17 per cent. on “‘the basis of importations for the last fiscal year.’ 
No one can say what a reduction in rate will accomplish, for the re 
duction may stimulate importations; but if the importations remain 
the same as they were during the last year the reduction of revenue 
will reach $34,000,000 

I can not say that all has been done that I desired to see done in the 
way of reductions; but I gladly accept what has been done and earn 
estly hope the bill may become the law of the land. 

But the gentleman from Kentucky says that he believes the redue 
tion is less than 10 per cent., and that too against this showing of the 
experts of the Treasury. Against this statement I desire to remark 
simply that wherever we have reduced a rate wherein there were not 
importations or large importations in that estimate of the experts we 
get no credit for reduction whatever. So that I assert it as my belief 
that the reduction in rates without reference to importations will reach, 
instead of 10, at least 25 per cent., and the Tariff Commission also so 
state. 

In this connection I go to the cotton schedule because it furnishes me 
the best possible illustration with which to support this statement 
We put down the rates on the whole cotton schedule excepting on a 
few embroideries and just one grade of hosiery My triend trom Ken 
tucky and the experts’ estimates, based upon importations, overlook every 
reduction made on every tariff rate, every item put lower in this sched 
ule, except upon two items, that of cotton velvets and gimps and braids, 
and that of one class of stockings or hosiery, there being heavy importa- 
tions of these goods. Every other article is reduced, every other rate 
lowered, everything in the whole cotton schedule except those two, and 
yet we are told we have advanced the rates on the cotton schedule, be- 
cause in these two items are our largest importations. Why, Mr. Chair- 
| man, the real reduction of the tariff rate on the cotton schedule is 30 
| per cent., or else every cotton expert who has examined it is exceed- 
ingly wide of the mark in his estimates. On the great mass of cotton 
goods a reduction of tariff rates could not lower the price to the con 
sumer, for we make and sell most of them as cheaply as they can be 
made and sold by any nation. Our importations are confined to fancy 
| articles almost entirely 
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been referred to by the gentleman from Kentucky, and since by this in- 
direction I reach it naturally. I was astonished beyond measure to 
hear the honorable gentleman trom Kentucky, usually so fair and usu- 
ally so accurate, ignore every grand, sweeping reduction of this schedule 
and call your attention to just one single item and one single class of wo- 
men’sdress goods, and only these. Look at this, Mr. Chairman, as to the 
reduction on woolens. Here are the tables. We have ‘* woolen cloths, 
woolen shawls, and all manufactures of wool of every description,’’ and 
flannels, ‘‘ blankets, hats of wool, knit goods,’’ and all ‘* goods made on 
knitting frames.’’ They are down here on this list, the general sweep- 
ing classification of the whole woolen schedule—on these goods which 
now are paying customs duties here in one item amounting to $9,000,000, 
in another $1,000,000, in another item $3,000,000, in another $7,000,- 
000, in another $500,000, and so on down through the entire page. My 
friend from Kentucky says that there is no reduction on woolen goods 
simply because we raise the duty on one item of women’s dress goods. 

What is the reduction on these goods that I have referred to? Letus 
look at it for a moment. On woolen cloths, woolen shawls, and all 
manufactures of wool, a clause which includes the great mass of goods 
that the laboring people of this country need, which were formerly 50 
cents per pound and 35 per cent. ad valorem, we reduced the rate to 35 
cents per pound and 35 per cent. ad valorem, a reduction, of 334 per 
cent. on the pound rate, which is the heavy rate on these woolen goods. 
Take ‘* flannels, blankets, and hats of wool,’’ what is the present rate? 
It is 20 and 30 cents per pound and 35 per cent. ad valorem. Those 
we have reduced to 12 cents per pound and 35 per cent. ad valorem or 
eight-twentieths less on the pound rate, 40 per cent. reduction on the 
pound rates on the blankets that go to the poor. Upon the next page, 
under the classification of women’s and children’s dress goods, the 
whole general classification of them, with the exception of the single 
item ot Bradford goods, to which my friend from Kentucky alluded, we 
have reduced in the following manner: from 6 cents per yard to 5 cents 
per yard and trom 8 cents to 7 cents, and some of the rates are down as 


| 

I go from the cotton schedule to the woolen, since both these have | 
| 

| 

| 

} 


| country, the free-trade press, that we have increased th 


| as it has been charged on this floor by the other side in this d 
| we had imposed a tax, for instance, of 7 





low as G cents, and so on through the whole woolen schedule. ‘The bill 
before you shows the reductions made—large reductions. 

And yet my friend, knowing these facts, knowing these enormous re- 
ductions of the bill, calls your attention to this article of women’s cash- | 
mere dress-goods, fine goods, and claims that we have raised the rate on | 
woolens to the robbery of the people. 

I pass from woolens to the great metal schedule, that I may tollow 
the line of my opponents’ criticism. The honorable gentleman from 
Kentucky says there are not over 700,000 people in all the protected in- 
dustries of the country. How wild astatement, when we know as to 
the great farming industry of the nation alone, every product of which 
is protected, there are dependent upon it 45 per cent. of our entire popu- 
lation. Only 700,000 persons in the protected industries! When here, 
covered by the metal schedule alone, there are 3,532 establishments; 
298,000 workmen—not women and children—workmen; $416,000,000 
of capital scattered through thirty States and Territories of the Union; 
$122,000,000 paid out each year in wages; $380,000,000 of raw material 
used; $604,000,000 of products sold. 

From the beginning to the end of that metal schedule there is a re- 
duction of the rates. Let us take steel blooms. The gentleman from 
Kentucky says that the billets the barbed wire is made of and that 
nails are made of are imported under the 30 per cent. duty. 1 hold 
here a letter from a manutacturer of the nails; 1 hold other letters from 
manufacturers of the wire, in which they ask a reduction of the rates 
and over their signatures declare that the Treasury Department hold 
their goods dutiable at 2} centsa pound, and I so read it in the present 
law. We have reduced that rate to 2 cents; even on the small billet it 
is only 2 cents. There has not been a Thomas-Gilchrist bar, there is 
not a Bessemer bar, there is nothing but railroad bars and wire rods in 
coils admitted into this country under a less duty than 2} cents; and 
we put the duties at 2 cents per pound instead of 2} cents. More than 
that, we provided that if they bring in the large blooms, blooms of the 
right size for making rails larger than can be made of crucible steel, 
500-pound blooms, then all Bessemer, all Siemens-Martin, all basic 
blooms, and every kind of steel bloom come in under the provisions of 
the bill at six-tenths of 1 cent per pound, a lower rate of duty than has 
been on these forms of steel for twenty years—a lower rate. 


IGNORANT CRITICISMS, 


Why, sir, the honorable gentlemen on the other side have followed in 
the line of the ordinary free-trade newspaper criticisms of this bill rather 
than to read from the plain pages of the bill itself. I heard it stated 
to«lay, evidently drawn from these papers, that we had doubled the 
duty on all cotton-ties. You heard the answer of the gentleman from 
Ohio [Mr. MCKiNLEy] to that charge. It is published in these free- 
trade papers, and broadcast over the land, that we have doubled the duty 
on Kussia sheet-iron, to the detriment of every userof astove. We have 
not touched the duty on Russia sheet-iron. It has always been 3 cents 
a pound, and we left it where we found it, at 3 cents. 

It has been charged also that we have increased the tax on the book 
schedule. We redueed the duty on the book schedule; we have not 
increased it. It has been charged here that we have increased the duty 





on all kinds of blankets and common woolen goods, and T have showed 





you here a reduction of from 20 to 25 per cent. on the 


zreat le; ” 
lines of woolen goods. It has been charged through th Ee, Maing 


© press of the 
” e € tariff duty op 
salt. We have not raised the duty onsalt at all. It has been charpy. 
by these papers, and the story circulated through the country by then, 

ms ebate, thar 
49 Cents per square yard on ¢ 
estry Brussels carpet, when the truth is to-day that those arpets can 
be bought of the American manufacturer for about 70 cents a yard, any: 
the duty on these goods we have reduced, not raised. a 

Do they mean to say that if we take off the duty on these ¢ 
the British manufacturer will give them to us? 

It is against such misrepresentations as those that I have been caj}eq 
upon this afternoon to speak. I return now for a moment after reply. 
ing to these ignorant criticisms of the bill to take up the general plan 
of the bill. For among the other charges it has been asserted that th; 
plan was one of patchwork made up merely in the interest of those par- 
ties who could bring to bear the largest lobby. We have followed , 
well-considered system and plan in the construction of this bill. a plan 
inaugurated by the commission and never abandoned by the committe: 
and that is to place upon the free-list every article or raw material thy; 


ap 


arpets 


| was not in existence in this country, and then rising gradually in ¢}, 
imposition of the duty and protecting the manufacturer of it stave }\ 


stage to the last and most advanced form. This has been adhered 1 
This has been carried out to the veriest detail and we have imposed a 
duty on home raw material only high enough to insure the continued 
development of our great natural resources. 

Coupled with that we have tried to search out in the bill—and in this 
immense enumeration of articles that are always found in a complet 
tariff list there are always some such articles—we have tried to scare) 
out those articles wherein the tariff operates to any extent like a tay 
upon the people, and whenever it did thus operate as a tax we have tried 
to reduce the rate to the lowest possible mark and preserve our own 
industries. 

Sugar comes in as a perfect illustration of that idea. Sugar to ty 
protectionist is the black beast of the tariff schedules. Why? Beeaus 
the Almighty in making this country has not made rich bottom lands 
enough on which to grow enough sugar-cane to make the necessary sup- 
ply for our own consumption, and the result is that we are obliged to 
import our sugars. Raise the tariff 1,000 per cent. and there is not 
enough suitable soil in all the South to raise the sugar-cane needed to 
give us our full supply of sugar. We import in the ratio of sixteen 
pounds for every two that we raise at home. 

The result is that the duty on sugar works practically as a tax on 
the people, and it is the only item in the tariff schedule where the duty 
does operate fully asa tax. The foreign price plus the tariff duty on 
sugar is about the market price of the article in the United States 
Therefore, following up the idea of relieving the people on all thes 
items in the bill where the tariff operated as a tax upon the people, wi 
made our heaviest reduction on the sugar schedule. 

This is an important feature of the bill, for in a well-to-do family 
the cost of the sugar used will be found equal to the cost of the flou 
used. 

There was another reason why we should make a heavy reduction on 
sugar. The tariff on sugar in 1861 was not as high as it is now by 25 
per cent. After the war closed, and after the panic of 1873, because of 
the failing revenues of the Government, an additional rate of 25 per 
cent. was placed on sugar. Therefore, in making this reduction now, 
great as it may seem, we have reduced the duty on sugar only « triil 
below the war rate which was placed upon it in 1861. 

What else have we done? We have taken thirty-three articles now 
dutiable, some of them at 10 per cent., some at 20 per cent., and some 
at 50 cents per pound, and placed them on the free-list. We have in- 
creased the free-list by one and a half millions of dollars in round num- 
bers, and that, too, upon commodities that enter into every household, 
rich or poor. All our spices we have put on the free-list, and a num- 
ber of crude, raw materials not mentioned in the old tariff. 

Therefore to-day, as against the English tariff plan, where coffee, tea, 
sugar, and spices would be taxed, ‘‘ the breakfast table,’’ the policy o! 
the American protectionist is to relieve the great masses of the people oi 
taxes upon those necessaries of life and place them where they will at 
once raise a revenue for the supportof the Governmentand foster a home 
industry that will give employment and wealth to our people. 

Mr. MORRISON. Will the gentleman from Kansas allow me to in- 
terrupt him? 

Mr. HASKELL. Certainly. 

Mr. MORRISON. I wish to ask the gentleman to explain upon 
what theory the reduction of duty on silks has been made of from 16 
to 20 per cent. 

Mr. HASKELL. The silk manutacturers came to usand said: “ Wé 
have now so strong a hold thatif you will give us our raw material {ree 
and protect us in that we will take our place with other industries and 
match the skilled workmen of France with the skilled workmen 0! 
America; we can do that and we will do it.’’ And they named arate at 
which they could employ American labor and continue the development 
of that magnificent industry, which has reduced the price of that com- 
modity to every purchaser of it intheland. Thatis why we reduced the 
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duty on silks. 


The working people of America, thanks to the protect- 
ive tariff and a wise economic policy generally, are sometimes able to 


bay even silk gowns for their wives and their daughters. 

j pass now to an examination of the chemical schedule, which stands 
at the head of the list. Here is an industry that twenty years ago, be- 
fore the articles that are made in this industry were protected by an 
American tariff, was of very slight consequence to America. To-day 
it numbers 1,349 establishments; it has $85,000,000 invested; it has 
annual sales of productsamounting to$118,000,000; and it burns 600,000 
tous of coal in the preparation of articles it puts upon the market. 

Hastily, and while this debate was going on, I noted, from the memo- 
randa upon the margins of my bill, the working of the protective tariff 
policy upon the chemical schedule. 
gentlemen who insist that the tariff rate is added to the value of the 
goods. Chloroform formerly sold for $2.50 a pound. It had a duty of 
a dollar a pound placed upon it, and American industry began to work, 
and to-day chloroform, under a duty of $1 per pound, is selling for 65 
cents a pound in all the markets of the United States. 

Mr. TOWNSHEND, of Illinois. Then what is the use of keeping 
the duty on that article ? 

Mr. HASKELL. Whatisthe use of taking it off? 
duty has put the price down from $: 
and yet you are not content. 

Aniline dyes for cotton and woolen goods—price before the indus- 
try started in America, $6.50 per pound; price now, $2.50 per pound. 

‘Here is an insignificant little item, but it so clearly shows the fallacy 
of the idea that the tariff is a tax that I submit it. 

Acetate of soda—rate of duty 222 per cent. 
Price in the United States, 22 cents. 

Fusel-oil is another article. 
that a tariffisa tax. Whatisthe duty on fusel-oil? 
and we propose to make it $1 a gallon. What can you buy it for? 
You can buy fusel-oil to-day for 32 cents a gallon, purified and ready 
for use in the manufacture of quinine. 

Mr. TOWNSHEND, of Illinois. That is a prohibitory tax. 

Mr. HASKELL. A prohibitory tax? Then may the Lord bring 
more prohibitory taxes that so reduce prices. 

Mr. WILLIS. Will the gentleman allow me to interrupt him right 
there, while he is talking about fusel-oil ? 

Mr. HASKELL. Certainly. 

Mr. WILLIS. I would ask the gentleman why the committee did 
not put alcohol on the free-list for industrial purposes ? 

Mr. HASKELL. I will try to reach that further on. There is the 
article of bicarbonate of soda; something common, that everybody can 
understand. It wassold under acomparatively revenue system of tariff 
for 4.8 cents per pound. Itisselling to-day with a heavy protective duty 
at2}cents per pound. I might add illustration to illustration showing 
how prices have been reduced to the consumer under the protective tar- 
iff, until my tougue from sheer weariness would refuse to do my bid- 
ding. 

Then there is the article of hydrate or caustic potash, used in all the 


[Laughter.} The 
2.50 a pound to 65 cents per pound, 


It is $2 a gallon; 


arts, but especially in the manufacture of wood pulp for paper; that | 


invention which has reduced the price of paper to every consumer in 
the United States. 
price was 7$ cents per pound. 

under the present rate of duty. 
_ Alum used to be free, and you could not buy a pound of it for less 
than 3} cents. When the present tariff duty was put on it American 


To-day it sells for 3} cents per pound, 


Before a duty was placed on that article its market | 
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it was in the hands of the foreign grower. To-day, under our tariff sys 
tem, the market for American wool is in the hands of the American 
grower. Every pound of wool that the American farmer can raise hi 
sells to-day to an American manufacturer, and the money staysat home 
is not sent abroad. Do you say that the price of wool has increased un 
der this tariff of 12 cents a pound as aguinst the free wool of 1850 to 
1860? I have here the figures. To-day wool is cheaper pound for 
pound, and has been for the last tive years, than it was from 1855 to 1860 
under the free rating of the free-trade party 

Mr. SPRINGER Then what do you want a duty for? 

Mr. HASKELL. hile the price of wool has fallen, the 
American grower holds the market and gets every dollar that the Ameri 
can wool manufacturer pays out for his material, e kcept as to twoitems 
clothing wool, a smallimportation, and carpet wools 
paid by the manutiacturer 


Bex suse, W 


ITwant the money 


lor wools to be paid in the United States, not 

in Australia, Africa, or Persia 

Mr. TOWNSHEND, of Lllineis Would rot be better, then. tor the 

| wool-grower to have no tax ‘ 

Mr. HASKELL. Ah, but h controls his market to-day und is abl 
to make money in spite of his neighbor's competition 

Mr. SPRINGER. What difference does it make to him whether he 
holds the market or not if he gets a less price for his wool 

Mr. HASKELL. Why, the difference is between aman h 1,000 


Price abroad, 28 cents. 


| 


| 


| No nation ean compete with us in sty le or price ot re apers 
Listen to me you gentlemen who insist | 


bushels of wheat to sell at 50 cents a bushel and havine half a bushel 
to sell at $10.a bushel. | 

Mr. REED. 
tion. 


Mr. HASKELL. 


Laughter and applause. | 
Now the gentleman from Illinois has vot sor 
Again, allt] 


ie farmers’ tools are ot 


American 


, Mowe) 
threshers, plows, shovels, hoes, forks, axes, scythes, wagons, hat 
saddlery hardware, &c. Our people buy cheaper and better goods than 
any nation inthe world can sellus. Our hardware, much of it, is found 
on the shelves of English dealers 

Permit me here to refer to a purely American industry, the common 


cut nail. Eight million kegs of nails are made in the 
3,800,000 east of the Alleghanies, 4,200,000 west 
Here is an industry born of the old protec tive duty 
not one made in the United States at the time the 
imported from England. Under theduty the m 
here in the United States. Out of the shops thus started came th 


Lnited State 


on wrought nails, 
was fixed, all 
inufacture was started 


Per 


duty 


kins nail-cutting machine. Now all the nails used in the United States 
| are home-made, and the price, instead of 20 cents per pound, varie 
from $3.25 per hundredweight to $3.50 
Glass-ware: I dismiss this item with a quotation from an importer 
evidence, given before the Tariff Commission 
Glass-ware needs little or no protection, as it is produced here bette: 
cheaper than most foreign glass 
As an importer he wanted the duty off, that he might trade in fon 
eign glass. As consumers we want it on to maintain American com 
petition which lowers prices. Here is something comiorting to our 
Democratic friends, who feel that the tariff robs them i quote from 
evidence given before the Tariff Commission 
I have here a tumbler, known to the trade as a whisky tumbler. Six years 
ago, when the American manufacturers eommenced to make them, they were 
imported by the case of twenty-tive dozen at S140. We made some; our first 
| price was $1.25. They are now sold at 49 cent 


* 


industry developed its production, and to-day you can by it for 1{ cents | 


a pound. 

Castor-oil is protected by a duty of $1 per gallon. 
duty of 60 cents per bushel. It takes over two bushels of beans to make 
one gallonof oil. If the duty was added to the cost of the article, then 
twice 60 cents or $1.20 duty would be added to foreign cost of castor- 
oil. Is it added? Not at all. Castor-oil is selling tor 92 « 
gallon in our markets to-day. 

Then there is the article of woolen cassimere cloth. Take this great 
leading schedule or classification of woolen goods. Go back to your 
old comparative free-trade era from 1850 and 1860, when wool was free 
and the duty on cloth nominal. Take the case of the Hale & Frost 
factory of Fitechburgh, Massachusetts, an old firm that was established 
in 1848, using the same old looms that were used from 1850 to 1860, 
hardly a new invention in their mills, the same old firm managing the 
business. Here are the Hale & Frost cashmerets, light wool spring 
goods, cotton warp, for men and boys; with free wool and revenue tariff 
the prices of these goods from 1850 to 1860 averaged 51 cents per yard. 
Average price for the identical goods, made on same looms by same 
process in 1882, 45 cents per yard. 

Drawn from their books I have a statement showing that from 1850 
to 1860 they sold their cassimeres at an average price of $1.07 a yard. 
Then came the tariff rate under the law of 1861; and the duty, you say, 
is always added to the price. From 1870 to 1880, when we reached 
resumption, the Hale & Frost cassimeres averaged in price trom their 
mill 97 cents a yard instead of $1.07. 

Take the very item of wool, in which you are all interested. From 
1850 to 1860 wool was free, and the wool interests of this country were 
ata low ebb. The market for wool was in the hands of the importer: 


nts per 


Castor-beans by a | 





Comment is unnecessary) 

The price that kaolin or chiia-« lity brought in 
cubic foot. The price under 
per cubic foot 
ware. 

From the authority of a merchant and importer in New York city 
Mr. Davenport; facts gleaned from the pages of his books—we learn that 
the crockery-ware that went upon the farmer’s table in 1852 and years 
following to 1860 was 60 per cent. higher in price than to-day under pro 
tection. Here is one invoice: 


England was 31.28 pei 
protect d American competition is 40 cents 


rom this clay is made our fine pottery and china table 


1852, one crate of ware, $95.30, no tarifl 


1882, one crate of ware, $57.89, 40 per cent. tariff. The identical goods, 
changed only in style, hand-made entirely in both instances 
I have betore me the bill, item by item, prices attached, which agg 


gates asabove. A dozen such might be given. The cause of reduction can 
be only the policy of protection under which nearly fiity tine-ware pot 

teries are now successfully at work in the United States, and by thei 
competition with foreign makers for this market have produced 
duction to the consumer. Ther no new inventions 
the decline in price—no labor-saving machinery or device 

were made then so they are now, by hand-laboi 

On all the coarser kinds of earthen-ware the freight from abroad makes 
it impossible to import and transport them to the interior of the country, 
and these goods are made and sold by local potters, and the tariff in no 
wise affects the price. 

As to the glass-ware and earthen-ware schedule, I hardly have need 
to refer to it after the remarks of iny friend from Ohio [Mr. MckK1ix 
LEY |. 

What is the fact as to earthen-wareand glass-wure? The gentleman 
from Kentucky picked out as his sample of earthen-ware one sing: 
kind of pottery known to the English manufacturer, which, in order to 
incorporate a general clause into our bill we had toinclude. We did not 


this re 
are to uccount tor 


As the goods 


hi 
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want to include it, but we had to do so in order to protect the very fine art 
in crockery-ware decoration. The gentleman brought in here a piece of 
crockery that has never been imported to any extent for years; you can not 
linda piece of it onany poorman’stable. It has noexistence in the Ameri- 
can market. There is no laborer in the United States who has bought a 
plate ora cup and a saucer of it for the last twenty years. Every piece 
of the white crockery that goes upon the farmer’s table and the work- 
ingman’s table is left untouched in our bill, and by the reduction or 
abolition of the charges the item is actually reduced. 

Now, 
the gentleman from Kentucky in regard to blooms. I explained how 
the rate on blooms can not by any construction be made to appear as 
high as it was before, and there is an enormous reduction upon all the 
heavier ones. 1 pass from that item to the item of tin-plates. We have 
placed these in the bill at 1.1 cents a pound. The rate under the old 
law Was 2.2 cents, which by a Treasury ruling, on account of a misplaced 
coma, Was reduced to 1.1 cents. Why, sir, this rate of 1.1 cents, fixed 
by our bill on tin-plates, is nine-tenths of acent per pound less than the 
rate fixed in the Fernando Wood bill, a Democratic bill. Nobody says 
anything about that on the other side. Nobody on the other side gives 
us credit fora reduction; yet we have made this reduction onan immense 
importation running up into millions of dollars. We, protectionists as 
we are, have reduced the rate nine-tenths of a cent per pound lower than 
you dared to put it. 

Iiow is it as to stecl for agricultural implements? You can not get 
« pound of it into the United States, under the present tariff, for less 
than 2} cents a pound. This is a matter affecting every shovel, every 
plow, every hoe, every fork. We change the classifications from the 
commission rate and provide that this steel should come in at 2 cents 
a pound, every pound of it that is used in any of the agricultural 


implements in the whole country, and this provision applies to all of 


it except the finer grades of cutlery-ware, &. And yet free-trade 
newspapers have been claiming all over the country, and even manu- 
facturers have been misled, and have come before us here by letter 


charging us with increasing the rates on steel when in fact we had low- | 


eredthem. We felt that we ought to protect the steel manulacturers, es- 
pecially these crucible steel manufacturers, that while reducing rates 
we did not desire to reduce the rates on that class so low as to destroy the 
industry; and why? Because the crucible-steel men are selling better 
than English steel in the American market 2 cents a pound less than 
John Bull sells it in his own market. Reduce the prices of these eru- 
cible-stecl men, and you necessarily injure them. 

They have from 17 and 16 and 15 cents a pound reduced the price 
down to 9 cents and 10 cents a pound, and have brought some grades 
down step by step and step by step until you can buy it at 4 or Scents. 
Why should not we keep such an industry upon its feet? One mem- 
ber upon this floor said: *‘l want to vote on this bill from the stand- 
point of that great mass of my Western farmers.’’ Sodo I; but in nine- 
tenths of these industries touched by this tariff bill, by the invoice from 
the mill and the invoice from the factory, I can prove, I think, item for 
item, classification for classification, that our farmers under a protective 
system are getting their goods cheaper than they did under the free- 
trale system. Why, let me give you just one more instance of the 
working of this grand policy. 

AN INCIDENT OF PROTECTION. 

Going back to the days of the tariff ef 1824, when cotton goods were 
selling tor 24 cents per yard—24 cents for an unbleached cotton—théy 
started a few mills in this country and came down here to Congress and 
had the temerity to ask 8 centsa yard protection on their cotton cloths, 
Congress had the wisdom to grant it in that tariff, and before it was re- 
pealed these cotton cloths that they got 8 cents a yard protection on, 
that had been selling at 24 cents a yard when the tariff was framed, 
were sold for 6} cents a yard. I have on my desk the statement of one 
of the factory men who established the mill and who came to Congress 
and asked this protection. 

Now, before I close, there are a few general propositions I want to 
all attention to, fer I believe 1 have referred to every schedule that has 
been commented upon by the other side, and when we come to the five- 
minute debate on these items we can prove to the House from the facts 
and the face of the bill the actual reduction I have stated; and all the 
arguments and statements which have been made against that idea of 
reduction will all go for naught. 

Mr. BERRY. Do not forget my barbed wire. 

Mr. HASKELL. What about it? 

Mr. BERRY. I want to know if it is increased or diminished. 

Mr. HASKELL. In response to that question I will say to the gen- 
tleman that it should have come in at 2} cents a pound under the pres- 
ent law. By the Treasury ruling, however, it came in at 35 per cent. 
ad valorem. The price now on steel-wire rods, of which this wire is 
made, has dropped so low that the rate of duty at 35 per cent. ad va- 
lorem is only six-tenths of 1 cent a pound. The rate of duty fixed by 
the bill amounts to seventy-five hundredths of a cent a pound, and 
will consequently be aslight advance on the rate that just now prevails 
on wire rods and a large reduction on the average price for the last five 
years. Wire itself is reduced in the tariff rates a quarter of a cent a 
pound below the report of the Tariff Commission 


again, in regard to the metal schedule, I showed the fallacy of 





i 


Mr. Chairman, we have heard from the other side references | 
the wages paid by the English manufacturer, and the state, 
made yesterday by the gentleman from Virginia [ Mr. 
the cotton-spinners of England were paid about as high Wages as thy 
ton-spinners of America. Now, I hold in my hand a statement of +, 
wages paid by acompany that ought to know whereof it speaks | arg 
to the Clark Spool Thread Company, that owns an enormous fietors .. 
Newark, New Jersey, and another in Paisley, Scotland, and ¢} 
sent a statement of the wages paid by them in both places to the... 
mittee. I call your attention to them. Here they are: 2 

Cop-winders, $8 a week in Newark, $5.50 in Paisley; tinishos , 
Newark, $5.50, $2.50 in Paisley; reelers, $8 a week in Newark, $4 95 in 
Paisley; foremen, $20 a week in Newark, in Paisley $7 a week: joy). 
winders, $7 in Newark, and $3.75 in Paisley. 

This isa statement made by a manufacturer who runs a great fetory 
in the United Kingdom and one in the United States, and who | thy), 
is able to judge of the wages he pays to his own employ‘s. 

The following quotations from the London Standard, a prominent fy 
glish journal, date of January 1, 1883, shows clearly that even in Ey 
gland the labor situation is not as rose-colored as the free-trader woy! 
have us believe: 

Thousands of females, old and young, mothers and daughters, with | le 
children by their side, toil by day and night in one part of the black country 
The female nail-workers in East Worcestershire and on the borderland of S., 
Staffordshire district work during the day with all the restless ardor of industri 
ous men; and very often they labor on during the long, late hours of the yiois 
and alinost to the break ofday, * * * The locality in which this female jaho. 
is carried on is withinseven oreight milesof Birmingham. * * The houses 
if they deserve to be dignified with the word, are wretched in construction: j; 
many instances they are more like hovelsthan human dwelling-places. * ‘ 
How they manage toexist at all in some of these houses isa problem whic! 
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well exercise the ingenuity of some social philosophers to solve. 

This is a gloomy picture by day but it is far worse by night. Nearly the whok 
district is literally as well as socially in the dark. Occasionally lurid bands of 


light tinge the distant horizon with a purple glow (they come in fitful flashes 
from some distant iron-works), but there is no other mode of lighting ¢ Keept 
perhaps in the liquor-vaults and in the shops in the few leading thoroug 
where the competitive exigencies of business demand the luxury of gas | 
other parts of the district the old-world system of tallow-candle and oj!-\ay); 
artificial light has not been superseded, About twenty-fourthousand people are 
engaged in this dismal part of Great Britain in making nails and rivets. [; 
would not be so much a matter for surprise, even for the lowness of the wages 
that they earn, if they were all men and youths who are engaged in the indus 
try, one of the very worst paid in any part of the country. 

But it so happens—and here arises the social degradation of the traf 
there are at least 16,000 females engaged day after day in the oceupatio 
They are not all mature women, either; daughters work by the side of mothers 
daughters who in their tender years ought to be either at home, if they hav 
any home, orin bed, instead of working their weary arms in shaping, i 
still, small hours of the morning, molten iron into the form of nails forth ’ 
efit of what are called the * froggers.”” Here isa picture of what may be see: 
any night in this district, except, perhaps, Saturday night. In the middie of 
shed which adjoins a squalid-looking house there is a whole family at work 
the production of these nails; father, mother, sons, and daughters—daughiters 
too, very youngin years, but with that sad look of premature age whic isa 
ways to be noticed in the faces of child-workers, The gayety of youth, its fresh 
ness and its gentleness, seem to be crushed out of them. 

*” * * * + 


wires 


tive 
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But what do the nail-makers earn a week, may naturally be asked?) The m 
muneration they receive isincredibly small. Itis no unusual thing—on the con 
trary itis rather the usual custom—for a family of three or four persons, atte: 
working something like fourteen hours a day,to earn £1 in a week. But outof 
this money there has to be deducted 1s, 3d. for carriage to convey the nails to 
the “ gaffers,” as they are termed in the district; then there is an allowance to 
be made for fuel and the repairing of the machinery, which reduces the £1 te 
about 16s. 9d, for three people—for three people who have commenced to work 
every morning at half past 7 or 8 o’clock, and who have worked on through all 
the weary day with no substantial food until late at night. * * * It may ap 
pear strange, but it isan undisputed fact, that two young women, after work 
ing more than sixty hours a week, earned less than 4s. 6d, a week, and ont of 
this pittance, in many cases, they have to keep three or four children. , 
Their children, ragged and ill-fed, have had to lead miserable and wretched 
lives, with no hope before them but a life of wickedness and vice. 


Time forbids at this time an extended review of the comparative prices 
paid for labor in the United Kingdom and on the Continent of Europe, 
but from Young’s Labor in Europe, from the United States Consular 
Reports, and from the United States Census of 1880 we learn that labor 
in the United Kingdom averages only about one-half our rate, and in 
France, Germany, Belgium, Austria, and the other continental nations 
the prices of labor do not exceed one-third those of the United States. 
I give from the United States Consular Reports the labor statistics of one 
of several Austrian woolen-mills which find market for their products 
in the United States, with the retail price of provisions at the sane 
place, Goerlitz: 

Number of employés .......... 
Hours of labor per day 


Hours of labor per week ................. cies 
Total wages paid employés per week......00...........:6...c:cccecceee eee ; 
Wages of employés per week : 
Se IID is onda scoccusttntiteicicdevedahsuvi cis cunsgeceseswenses j ' 
Nappers 
Spinners. 
Scourers . 
Carders... 
Shearers .. 






iE ARERR el 5 Aa 
Fullers 


The owners say: 
We manufacture cloths and other woolen goods, from the cheapest Lo the finest 
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The following is the retail price-list of provisions: 










Wheat flour a BPTI oases noecescenes scons sossnacenssccononsnsscncnseccees ‘s # 
re per MRTG cvecccccsece ceccccccccccccccccscocccccccs o<eutesbecdens Bawcctes ‘ 
ae poral (pound Re EE a SS SS ee 13 


Butter per pound.... 
Milk per quart.. 
oggs per dozen... 
Reef per POUNA,........-..eecnes shia cea SLE aS 
Pork per pound 
Mutton per pound. 
Veal per pound...... 
Hams per pound. 
Racon per pound.,. 
Lard per pound... 
Onions per quart......... . i hganibe sade 
Dried apples per pound...... 0.0... 








[ quote these prices of labor in the Austrian woolen-mill for the | 


reason that I find from an examination of the pay-roll of a woolen-mill 


in Fitchburgh, Massachusetts, that these weekly wages of the Austrian | 


mill are almost identical with the dai/y wages paid in the Massachn- 
setts mill. 

But do you ever remember or ever recollect, my friends, when the 
price paid the English laborer is referred to on.the other side that they 
always mention to you the prices paid the skilled artisan of the United 
Kingdom? And do not you recollect the boast of the Englishman that 
the sun never sets on the dominions of the Queen? 

England is not altogether described by the Islands of Great Britain. 
She has her dependencies all over the world—India, Turkey, Egypt, 
Australia, and othernations, which she has commercially subjugated. 
What is the price of labor there? Ten eents a day in India; 15 cents 
a day in Egypt; 25 cents a dayin Turkey. Between all these English 
dependencies and the great workshops of Great Britain proper, travet 
ing the ocean in a hundred directions, isan unrivaled merchant marine, 
built on the ruins of American shipping caused by the war, and built 
on governmental subsidy. From India and other dependencies of En- 
gland comes much of herraw material across the ocean by her subsidized 
steamships, there to be worked up to a finished product and sent abroad 
throughout the world. ‘The price of East India labor is just as much 
an English price, just as much set by English policy as is the price of 
labor in the Island of Great Britain itself. 

Now, in America where isourcheap labor? Whereis our East India 
man? Where is our foreign dependency to bring to us the cheap raw 
material in subsidized steamships? We have none. Our labor that 
produces the finished product is called upon also to produce the raw ma- 
terial. We then must have protection against the English labor that 
in tact in all the important productions of raw material gets less than 
vur old Southern slave labor before the war. 


TIDEWATER Vs. INTERIOR INDUSTRIES 


While I touch this question of raw material I want, my friends of the 
West, to call your attention to a few hard facts. Do not be misled by 
this ery of ‘‘free raw materials’’ to such an extent as to ask to place 
them all upon the free-list. Free raw material means cheap-labor ma- 
terial for the tide-water industries only. Mr. Hewitt, of New York, 
the advocate of this doctrine of free raw material, can live with his fiae- 
tory on tide-water, and free raw material means to him the utilization 
of the slave labor of Africa and the cheap-labor of Spain in the produc- 
tion of ore. The ocean freights from the cheap-labor countries on the 
raw materials are lower than it is by rail from Ohio to New York, or 
from Pittsburgh to New York. 


Free raw materials, then, Western men, means the destruction or the | 


serious crippling of all the interior industries. It is well enough for 
tide-water men to talk of ‘‘free raw materials.’? But how are Missouri 
and Illinois and Ohio, how are those States and those industries sepa- 
rated from the seacoast by monopoly lines of railroads, how are they 
to compete with the tide-water industries on a free-raw-material basis? 

How can they, with our high-priced Western labor, develop mines and 
mineral resources against such competition ? 


My time is short, but I have a few more words to say in the line of 
general propositions. The Committee on Ways and Means have brought | 


defore the House and the whole country this bill. It is a protective- 
tariff bill. We never have disguised that fact. Ifit had not been a 
protective bill it would not have been brought before the House. But 
every industry that is touched by its provisions, every schedule and 
every item has been examined, not in the light of the theories of the 
schools, but in the light of the actual facts that surround all our various 


industries, and we have cut the rates in most cases just as low as we | 


dared to cut them, though in some places I desired lower rates in com- 
mittee. But if any industry be called in question and it be one that 
has lowered and is lowering prices to the consumer, I leave it to the con- 
siderate judgment of this House to say if we did not reduce it enough, 


provided we have put the rate at a point beyond which if we went we | 


were in danger of destroying it and its competition with the foreign im- 
porter and manufacturer? 


A fallacious argument is often made and urged with vigor that a tar- | 


iff for protection must of necessity be much higher than one constructed 
for ‘‘ revenue only.’’ A word will expose its weakness. The best rev- 
enue point on a wool hat is, for illustration, we will say 20 per cent. 
Under its operation wool hats are all imported, none are made at home 
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The foreign manufacturer is just able to control the market and repress 
domestic manufacture. Five percent. isa good minimum profit on hats 
Add to the revenue rate of 20 per cent. 5 or 10 per cent. more, and the 
foreign manufacturer loses a portion of the market, which is at once en 
tered and permanently occupied by the domestic manufacturer, who, by 
this small advance, finds himself comfortably protected and at once pro 
ceeds to employ home labor and establish a new industry. 

Which is the wiser tariff rate in this case, the ‘revenue only’’ rate 
of 20 per cent. or the ‘‘ protective ’’ rate of 25o0r30? Which is the prod 
uct of the best statesmanship? 

The money paid out in wages and the profit earned by the capital in 
vested under the protective rate stays at home to stimulate other in 
dustriesand to enrich the « : Underthe *‘ revenue only’’ 
rate both wages and profit are expended ina foreign nation and enriches 
a foreign country 


mmmon country 


REVENUE TARIFF TAXES NECISSI1I \s WELL AS 1 SURIES 


Another curious and instructive lesson in the practical working out 


of free-trade or ‘* re venue-only ”’ logie is seen in thi They propose a 
| duty on all crude spices, tea, and coffee, tor they these articles are 
| of universal use, and whatever duty is levied upon them goes direct 
| into the Treasury with no loss. The result is that foreign spice and 


extract mills in countries where no duty is levied upon these raw ma 


| terials become the purchaser of these articles, grind and prepare them 
for use by the employment of thousands of workmen, and send the 

} manuiactured product to this market for sale, keeping at home the 

| wages paid their men and the legitimate profits of the manufacture 
Under the bill now before the House, prepared on the theory of protec 
tion, we levy the duty on the prepared article and admit the crude duty 
free. What is the result in this case? Mills are in successiul opera 
tion in this country; wages paid in this country and profit pt at 
home. The consumer gets his goods just as cheaply as under the other 
system, and millions of dollars stay at home that otherwise would be 


paid to foreign manutfiheturers 


FARMERS ARE INTERESTED 


Phere is no industry that is more interested in tari? legislation than 
the agricultural, whether it be in Kansas or Pennsylvania, and no in 
dustry that is more benetited by a conservative but genuine protective 

| policy. 

The farmers’ gain from the tariff is la \ lirect, but none the less 
sure, none the less proftitabl 

Accept, if you please, the free-trader’s ma buy wher ou cun 

| buy cheapest and sell where you can sell at the highest price;’’ and 
| from the farmer’s standpoint we will meet our opponents at this Phil 
|ippi. We must, however, never lose sight of both propositions, for the 


general average of the two tells where the profit is, and which doctrine 
is right in theory and practice depends on both selling and buying. We 


are willing to buy S100 worth of goods in a 10 per cent higher market 

| unde r protection if by so doing we can sell $200 worth of goods tn a 
like 10 per cent. higher market 

j The farmer is both buyer and seller, and his larger interest is that of 


wv seller. 

Hecan notatlord to buy ina 10 per cent. lower market under free trade 
if he must sell in the same 10 per cent. lower market all he has to sell 
No farmer will agree with the merchant that what he buys at the store 
or of the seller shall be 10 per cent. less than usual, if at the same time 
and in the same bargain he has to agree that all hesells to the merchant 
or buyer shall also suffer a 10 per cent. reduction; in other words, his 
| selling interest is the greatest by the measure of his year’s profits or sav 
lings. The delight of the free-trader isto convince the farmer that under 

free trade he could buy goods cheaper than he does under protection, 

and he fondly imagines he has won the day if he can establish this fact 

Has he won? Not at all; he has won only one-half his case; he must 
| now prove that the farmer can also sell his produce for the same or a 
| greater price than under protection. 

He can prove neither proposition. [ have endeavored to show that 
under protection the farmer buys his goods in the cheapest market in 
| the world, buys his goods under protection at a less rate than he coukd 
| under free trade, he sells in the best markets in the world, sellsat higher 
| rates than he could under free trade. What he has to sell he sells-with 
out let or hindrance to all the world, to whomsoever will pay him the 
| best price, having also at his command the best home market of any na 
| tion in the world, as the following facts will clearly demonstrate: 


FHOME-MARKET ARGUMENT 

The home-market argument of the protectionists has been made the 
target of many ill-directed sneers, Professor Perry asserting that it is 
one that has been ‘‘trumped up when all others had failed’’ and is of 
| recent origin, and Professor Sumner sneeringly alludes to it as the 
‘famous truck-patch argument of the protectionist.” 

Now for a few facts, as against the theories of the schools. 

Franklin and Hamilton are perhaps the earliest of American econo 
mists that brought it forward, as early as 1789, and it is therefore as 
| old as the present Constitution of the United States. Calhoun, Clay, 
Jackson, Webster, and later statesmen of great culture, of broad infor 
mation, men generally esteemed as good authority on questions of na 
tional economy as Professor Perry or Professor Sumner, have used this 
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argument effectively and seemed not to have despised its worth. 
me quote from Colton’s Life of Clay: 


Let 


CALVIN COLTON'’s “CLAY.” 


The war of 1812 had, by necessity, built up asystem of American manufact- 
ures, and when peace came it began to totter and fall in competition with for- 
cign products of the same classes, r , : 

The tariff of [SIG was enacted to save it, but it proved inadequate, or not well 
adapted. The experience of the country for the first five years subsequent to 
the peace had taught our statesmen what was wanted, and the tariff bill of 1820 
was prepared with great care by Mr, Baldwin, of Pennsylvania, who was after- 
ward promoted to the bench of the Supreme Court of the United States, 

It was in supportof this billthat Mr, Clay made one of his great tariff speeches, 
in which the home-market argument was its leading feature. 


| 


Phe bill passed the Llouse by a vote of 90 to 69, but failed in the Senate by a | 


vote of 2Zagainst 21. Sonarrow a chance doomed the country to four years more 
of the greatest commercial embarrassments ; for it was not until the tariffof 824 
that trade and business began to revive. 

Mr. Clay afterward found, by comparison, that the seven years previous to 
the tariiY of Itt was a period of the greatest commercial depression, and the 
seven years subsequent to that event a 
perily the country had ever experienced, 

Phe last four years of the first-named period, the most pinching and most 
distressing of the seven, were brought about by that failure of the Senate in L820 
to puss the tariff bill of that date 

And here is a word from one of the authorities L have quoted, 


Dr. Franklin in a letter to Hlumphrey Marshall says: 
Every manufacturer encouraged in our country makes part of a market for 
provisions wilhin ourselves and saves so much money to the country as must 


otherwise be exported to pay for the manufactures he supplies, 

* Here in England it is well understood that wherever a manufacture is estab- 
lished which employs a number of hands it raises the value of land in the neigh- 
boring country all around it, partly by the greaterdemand near at hand for the 
produce of the land, and partiy by the plenty of money drawn by the manu- 
facturers to that part of the country, 

* it seems therefore the interest of all our farmers and owners of lands to en- 
courage our young manufactures in preference to foreign ones imported among 
us from distant countries 


And here is an authority of some repute in the United States. 
lirst annual message Washington said: 


In his 


Che advancement of agriculture, commerce, and manufactures by all proper 
means will not, I trust, need recommendation, but I can not forbear intimating 
to you the expediency of giving effectual encouragement as well to the intro- 
duction of new and useful inventions from abroad as to the exertions of skill and 
science in producing them at home 


(nd here is still another. During the pendency in Congress of the 
tariff bill of 1824 General Jackson, in a letter to Dr. Colman, dated 
Washington, April 28, 1824, said: 

Where has the American farmer a market for his surplus products? 
eotton he has neither a foreign nora home market. Does not thisclearly prove, 
when there is no market either at home or abroad, that there is too much labor 
cmployed in agriculture, and that the channels of labor should be multiplied? 
Couunon sense atonce points out the remedy. Draw from agriculture the super- 
abundant labor, employ it in mechanism and manufactures, thereby creating a 
home market for your breadstulls and distributing labor to a most profitable ac- 
count, and benefits to the country will result, 


lake from agriculture in the United States 600,000 men, women, and children | 


and you at once give a home market for more breadstuils than all Europe now 
jurnishes us, 


in short, sir, we have been too long subject to the policy of the British mer- 
chants. It is time we should become a litthe more Americanized, and instead 
of feeding the paupers and laborers of Europe, feed our own, or else in a short 
time by continuing our present policy we shall all be paupers ourselves, 

And again, long enough after the tariff of 1824 had been passed to 
vive ample opportunity to note its effects, President Jackson in his third 
annual message, December 6, 1831, said: 

Manufactures have been established in which the funds of the capitalist finda 
profitable investment, and which give employment and subsistence to a num- 
erous and increasing body of industrious and dexterous mechanics. 

The laborer is rewarded by high wages in the construction of works of internal 
improvement, which are extending with unprecedented rapidity. 

And in every succeeding annual message President Jackson congratu- 
lated the country on its steady growth in population and wealth, or, as 
he states in his seventh message, 1835— 

The unexampled growth and prosperity of our country. 


The ground taken by these statesmen in behalf of protection has been 
to the effect that if labor was drawn away from agriculture, to which 
ander the influence of our rich soils and salubrious and varied climate 
it naturally and strongly tends, and turned into other channels, it 
would produce the twofold effect of reducing the inevitable overcom- 
petition in agricultural products and of creating at the very doors of the 
turmers a large and never-failing home market not only for his export- 
able but his non-exportable or perishable products. No one will deny 
that protection has stimulated manufactures and that labor has been 
diverted from agriculture, to what extent and to what result we will next 
consider, and determine from the irresistible logic of facts, uncontro- 
verted and uncontrovertible, whether the intent of the fathers through 
the agency of protection has brought forth fruit. 

In 1840 the number of persons engaged in agriculture was 3,717,536; 
in 1880 the number was 7,670,493; population of the United States in 
1840, 17,069,453; population of the United States in 1880, 50,155,783. 

It will be seen that from 1840 to 1880 the number of persons engaged 


per of the greatest commercial pros- | 


Except for 








in agriculture had a little more than doubled, while the total population | 


of the United States from 1840 to 1880 had nearly trebled. 

In other words to use simple fractions, in 1840 each farmer had of 
neighbors, non-producers of agricultural products, to buy his produce 
43 persons; in 1880 he had 6! persons who were: onsumers of his prod- 
ucts, an enormous increase in demand of nearly 50 per cent. Every 


| sumers, non-producers of agricultural products, not competitors wi:) 


farmer realizes that supply and demand regulate the price of his py. 
ucts as they regulate all others, and he to-day finds at home a + 
50 per cent. greater for his products than the demand of 1840. 

Take another view of this result of protection, as shown by the; 
of 1880, as against the “‘tariff for revenue’’ period of 1840, ~ 
tion been remanded to the productions of agriculture for support tot 
same extent as it was in 1540, and had the number of farmers incre toa 
as the total population increased there would now be in the United States 
3,000,000 more persons engaged in agriculture than there is. The care. 
ful attention of our farmers is called to this fact, and I leave them to 
answer as to what effect the work and produce of 3,000,000 of adai- 
tional farmers would have upon the price of farm products, when they 
take into consideration a market no larger than it now is. 

Again, the condition of thecountry nowas compared with 150. 4); 
nearly forty years of protective policy, is simply this: 

The farming interest of to-day has in the United States of ¢ 


and 
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it, a population of nearly seventeen millions more than it would hay, 
had had the ratio of producers and consumers of 1840 been continued 

Will any one, in the light of these facts, sneer at this ‘home ma; 
ket’? ofseventeen millions. Our agricultural product, estimated, fort}, 
year 1882 amounts to $7,500,000,000 in round numbers. Our exporta 
tions of these products amounts to $600,000,000—S per cent. only ex.- 
ported, 92 per cent. consumed athome. The statesmen of the past saw 
in their day farmers’ produce, under free-trade policy, unsalable at ay) 
price. Wesee asteady demand at living prices for anything and every 
thing edible that the farmer can produce, while the prices of all man 
factured articles tend lower and lower year by year. 

What better vindication can be had of the wisdom and forethought o| 
the early fathers of protection, who numbered in their ranks the first 
President of the United States, and that grand statesman and delineate, 
of the American economic system, our Henry Clay, of the West 
[Great applause. ] 

The CHAIRMAN. The time fixed for the close of general debate has 
arrived, and the Clerk will now proceed to read the bill by paragraphs 
for amendment. 

The Clerk began the reading of the bill, and read as follows: 

Be it enacted, &c,, That from and after the Ist day of July, 1883, the followin 
sections shall constitute title 33 of the Revised Statutes of the United Siates 


TITLE XXNITT. 


Duties upon imports: 

Spc, 2491. All personsare prohibited from importing into the United States fr 
any foreign country — 

Mr. KELLEY. I move that the committee now rise. 

The motion was agreed to. 

The committee accordingly rose; and the Speaker having resumed th 
chair, Mr. BuRRows, of Michigan, reported that the Committee of th: 
Whole House on the State of the Union had had under consideration th: 
bill (H. R. 7313) to impose duties upon foreign imports and for other 
purposes, and had come to no resolution thereon. 

ORDER OF BUSINESS. 

Mr. KELLEY. 1 move that the House now adjourn. 

The SPEAKER. Pending the motion to adjourn the Chair wil! sub 
mit a communication. 

STORAGE SILVER COLIN. 

The SPEAKER laid betore the House a letter trom the Secretary ot 
the Treasury, relative to the amount of silver coin on hand and the 
facilities for its safe-keeping in the sub-treasury offices. 

Mr. McCOOK. As the letter of the Secretary of the Treasury is not 
long I ask that it be printed in the Reconrp of to-morrow morning. 

There was no objection, and it was so ordered. The letter is as fo! 
lows: 


Or 


TREASURY DEPARTMENT, Jannary 26, Iss} 

Sin: | have the honor to invite your attention to the inclosed copies of com 
munications relative to the amount of silver coin on hand and the facilities for 
its safe-keeping in the sub-treasury offices, showing the urgent necessity for pro- 
viding additional vault-room at once for storing silver, or for discontinuing the 
coinage of the standard silver dollar. 

Since the act passed eareany 28, 1878, authorizing the coinage of the standard 
silver dollar, new vaults have been built expressly for storing silver at the fo! 
lowing-named offices : 

Year 1878. 
New York sub-treasury, at a cost of $38, 687 








icant 687 2 
San Francisco sub-treasury, at a cost of. Boe 17, 59 7 
Philadelphia sub-treasury, at a cost Of............0.......cccceeeceeeeeees 8,268 18 
Year 1880. ' 
San Francieco mint, at & Cost OF........0...ccccccccvsceseescccccces soreness 9, 346 08 
Baltimore sub-treasury, at a cost of.. . $268 Is 
a sc conmunnigamnmnanaeers 6,98) 92 
; : Year 1882. 
San Francisco mint, at a cost Of...............ccecesessseenescensenecetees 10,000 00 
San Francisco sub-treasury, at a cost of. 6,98) 52 





These vaults are now practically filled, some of them to their utmost capacity 

Under the law there must be coined at the mints at least two million dollar= 
worth of standard silver dollars monthly, and unless the law is repealed before 
Congress adjourns this session provision must be made for the storage of this 
year’s coinage, say $27,000,000, less the amount put in circulation. 


The increase in the circulation of standard silver dollars between November 
1, 1881, and November 1, 1882, was less than a million and a half of dollars; (!« 
amount coined during the same time was $27,772,075. 
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The office of the assistant treasurer at Cincinnati is in a building owned by the 
Government, but it has been sold, to be delivered as soon as the new building is | 
completed. For this reason, and on account of the small amount of space avail- 
ible, no additional vault was built, and there has been transferred from that of- 
fice to other sub-treasury offices from time to time to relieve the vaults since 
February 28, 1878, the sum of $3,827,780 in silver. kA a ; 

fhe oilice of the assistant treasurer at Saint Louis is ina rented building, 

end in addition to the vaults of the office available for use there has been rented 
from the Safe Deposit Company in that city a large vault exclusively for storage 
of silver dollars, at a cost of $1,750 per annum. ‘ : } iP 

hut the most serious difliculty will be experienced in affording relief to the | 
san Francisco sub-treasury. The amount reported on hand January 11, 1883, 
‘as in standard silver dollars, $14,414,000. Fractional silver, $7,374,61 6.43. Total 
diver, $21,788,606.43, or about 628 tons. Both new vaults built for the purpose 

ire now about full, and the assistant treasurer reports that there is no further 
ce available in his office for building another vault. The only relief, there- 
fore, that can be given is to transfer to some sub-treasury in the East, ata cost 
of $10,000 for transportation of each million transferred. There is not suflicient 
appropriation available for the payment of the transportation of the amount 
required to be transferred in order to properly relieve that office, nor are the 
sub-treasury offices in the East in a condition to receive that amount, as shown | 
by the accompanying reports of the several offices. } 
“amount in the Treasury January 1, 1883: 











Standard silver GOlALS...............0.cesseeressseseees $94, 016, 842 00 | 
Fractional silver...............0+. 26, 521, 692 20 | 
—————— | 

ae 120, 538,534 20 


or about 3,500 tons. 

In view of the facts stated above, and the reports herewith, it is apparent that 
this Congress should either discontinue the coinage of the standard silver dol- 
lars or make suitable appropriations for building additional vaults in the East | 
and for the transportation of silver coin from San Francisco, no further space | 
being available for building another vault at that point. The lowest rates for 
transportation ofsilver from San Francisco obtainable is $10 per thousand dollars. 

Very respectfully, 


CHAS. J. FOLGER, Secretary 

Hon, J. W. KEIFER, 

Speaker of the House of Representatives 

The SPEAKER. If there be noobjection the communication, with 
the accompanying papers, will be referred to the Committee on Coinage, 
Weights, and Measures, and ordered to be printed. 

Mr. HISCOCK. As the comniunication relates to additional accom- | 
modations for the storage of silver coin I think it should go to the Com- 
mittee on Appropriations. 

The SPEAKER. If there be no objection that will be the reference. 

There was no objection, and the communication was accordingly re- 
ferred to the Committee on Appropriations, and ordered to be printed 

LEAVE OF ABSENCE. 

By unanimous consent, leave of absence was granted to Mr. CoLr- 

RICK, for one week, on account of illness. 


ORDER OF BUSINESS. 

Mr. REED. Will not gentlemen on the other side of the House let 
me pass my little bill now? 

Mr. RANDALL. I have one I want to pass. 

Mr. REED. But mine is such a little one. [Laughter. } 

Many Mempers. Regular order. 

The SPEAKER. The regular order is the motion of the gentleman | 
from Pennsylvania [Mr. KELLEY], that the House now adjourn. 

The motion was agreed to; and accordingly (at 5 o’clock and 5 min- | 
utes p. m.) the House adjourned. 





PETITIONS, ETC. 

The following petitions and papers were laid on the Clerk's desk, 
under the rule, and referred as follows: 

By Mr. AIKEN: The petition of citizens of Neenah, Wisconsin, for 
regulation of interstate commerce, to elevate the Department of Agri- | 
culture, and to protect innocent purchasers of patents—to the Commit- | 
tee on Patents. 

By Mr. BREWER: The petition of keepers and surfmen of life-saving | 
stations No. 17 to 24 inclusive, protesting against the transfer of the 
revenue marine to the Navy Department—to the Committee on Com- 
merce. 

By Mr. CRAPO: The petition of citizens and master mariners of 
Westfield, of George H. Munsell and others, and of keepers and surf- 
men of life-saving stations 3, 4, and 5, second district Massachusetts, | 
protesting against the transfer of the revenue-marine service to the Navy 
Department—severally to the same committee. 

By Mr. CURTIN: Eleven petitions relating to certain legislation | 
prayed for by the stockholders of the centennial exhibition held in 
Philadelphia A. D. 1876—severally to the Committee on Appropria- 
tions. 

By Mr. DAWES: The petition of J. M. Raper and others, veteran sol- | 
diers, for a grant of one hundred and sixty acres of land on account of | 
service in the late war—to the Select Committee on the Payment of | 
Pensions, Bounty, and Back Pay. 

sy Mr. HARMER: The resolutions adopted by the Commercial Ex- | 
change of Philadelphia, remonstrating against the proposed transfer of | 
the Life-Saving Service and revenue marine to the Navy Department— 
to the Committee on Commerce. 

By Mr. H. 8S. HARRIS: The petition of Andrew J. Fulmer and 42 
others, of Stewartsville; of W. H. Duckworth and 79 others, of Little 
York; of Thomas E. Barton and 46 others, of Ringers; and of W. H. 
Oppie and 32 others, of Griggstown, New Jersey, for a reduction of the 
duty on sugar—severally to the Committee on Ways and Means 


| J. BuLLocK, D. D 
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By Mr. HASKELL: The petition of Six Nations of New York Indians, 
relatingto Kansas lands—to the Committee on Indian Affairs 

By Mr. HISCOCK: The petition of John Casler and others, of Jordan, 
New York, for a reduction of the duty on sugar—to the Committee on 
Ways and Means 


By Mr. JORGENSEN: The petition of Joseph Jorgensen, for allow 


| ance for expenses of contested election ig the Forty-tifth Congress—to 


the Committee on Elections 

By Mr. MURCH: The petition of 142 ns of South Thomaston and 
Saint George, and of 52 citizens of Addison, Maine. protesting against 
the transfer of the revenue marine to the Navy De partment—to the 
Committee on Commerce 

Also, the resolution adopted by the Legislature of Maine, protesting 
against the removal of the duty on lumber—to the Committe e on Ways 
and Means. 

By Mr. O'NEILL: The resolutions adopted by the board of wardens 
of the port of Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, urging an appropriation for 
locating gas-lighted buoys—to the Committee on Appropriations 


By Mr. PETTIBONE: The petition of W. A. Allen and 33 others, 


citizens of Greenville, Tennessee, asking that aid be extended to com 
mon schools—to the Committee on Education and Labor 

By Mr. SCRANTON: The petition of members of the bar of Dau 
phin County, Pennsylvania, for the passage of an act establish the 
northern judicial district of Pennsylvania—to the Commy¥ on the 
Judiciary 

By Mr. SHALLENBERGER: Papers relating to th { the 
minor children of Robert If. Ramsey—to the Committ n Invalid 


Pensions 


fhe following petitions, praying that Congress will n li 
lower rate of duties on foreign mantactured products than recommended 
by the Tariff Commission, were presented and referred to the Commit 
tee on Ways and Means: 

By Mr. CAMPBELL: Of employes of the Gautiersieel department of 


| 
the Cambria Iron Company, of Johnstown, Pennsylvania 


By Mr. ERRETT: Of 41 employés of Linden Steel Company, of 94 


workingmen employed by McIntosh, Hemphill & Co., and of 320 em 
| ployés of Painter & Sons, of Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania 

| By Mr. J. HAMMOND: Of workingmen of Wood’s Falls, and e! 
workingmen of Black Brook, New York 

By Mr. H. S. HARRIS: Of worki: rIMLETL ¢ t And ( lron Com 
pany, of Phillipsburgh, New Jersey 

By Mr. HILL: Of 150 workingmen employed in the | eR 

| Mill, at Paterson, New Jers« 

By Mr. HISCOCK: Of emploves of the Onondaga Iron ¢ \ ‘ 
Syracuse, New York. 

By Mr. MILLER: Of 147 employésof P. L. Kimb 
works, of Greenville, Pennsylvania. 

By Mr. MUTCHLER: Of 382 employés of the Bethlehem Tron Com 
pany, of Bethlehem, and of 132 employés of the Lehigh Iron Company 
of Allentown, Pennsylvania. 

By Mr. A. TOWNSEND: Of workingmen of the For City Iron 
Works, of Cleveland, Ohio 

By Mr. WAIT: Of the Arkwright Club 

SENATE. a 
MONDAY, January 2, 1583. 
rhe Senate met at 11 o’clock a.m. Prayer by the Chaplain, Rev 


The Journal of proceedings of Saturday last was read and approved 


PROPOSED EXECUTIVE SESSIO> 


Mr. HALE. I move that the Senate proceed to the con ition of 
executive business. 

Mr. MORRILL. I understand that there is a great necessity for an 
executive session, and I shall therefore not objcct 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. Does the S« itor a¢ it. be re the 


regular morning business is through ? 

Mr. HALE. Yes, sit 

Mr. DAVIS,-of West Virginia IHlad not the Senator better wait 
until the routine morning business is gone through with? That will 
only take a few minutes 

Mr. HALE. My object is to have mnly a formal executive session 
It will merely require a few moments 

Mr. MORRILL. It will take but a short time, I understand 

Mr. PENDLETON. We had better do it now. 

Mr. HALE. Yes, we had better do it now, | think. 

Mr. LAPHAM. J hope the Senator will delay his motion for a few 
moments. There are certain Senators who have reports to make who 
are not here. I suggest that the ordinary routine business be gene 
through with, and by that time they will be here. There are quite a 


« 


| number of Senators who have reports to make who are not here 
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Mr. HALE. I have noobjection, provided it can be by common con- 
sent understood that at the end of the ordinary morning business we 
shall have an executive session. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. 
motion ? 

Mr. HALE. If withdraw it for the present. 

CREDENTIALS. 

Mr. WALKER presented the credentials of AuGusTtus H. GARLAND, 
chosen by the Legislature of Arkansas a Senator from that State for the 
term commencing March 4, 1883. 

The credentials were read and ordered to be filed. 

REPORT OF LIBRARIAN OF CONGRESS. 

Mr. SHERMAN presented the annual report of the Librarian of Con- 
gress, exhibiting the progress of the Library during the calendar year 
1882; which was ordered to lie on the table and be printed. 

Mr. SHERMAN. I submit the following resolution: 

Resolved, That the annual report of the Librarian of Congress for the calendar 
ey? 1882 be printed, and that five hundred extra copies, with covers, be printed 
or the use of the Library. 

That is the usual order, but I suppose the law requires it to go to the 
Committee on Printing. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The resolution will be referred to the 
Committee on Printing. 





Does the Senator withdraw the 


PETITIONS AND MEMORIALS. 

Mr. LAPHAM presented the memorial of the American Seamen’s 
Friend Society of New York City, remonstrating against that portion 
of the shipping bill which transiers the duties now performed by the 
shipping commissioners to the collectors of theseveral ports of the United 
States; which was referred to the Committee on Gommerce. 

Mr. SAWYER presented resolutions of the State Grange of Wiscon- 
sin, in favorof an amendment to the patent laws providing that a royalty 
be paid to patentees by manufacturers in the form of a percentage on 
the manufactured article; which were referred to the Committee on 
Patents. 

He also presented a memorial of A. C. Brown and 20 others, citizens 
of Iron Mountain County, Michigan, remonstrating against any lower 
duties being imposed on foreign iron products than are recommended 
by the Tariff Commission; which was ordered to lie on the table. 

Mr. McDILL. I present the petition of H. A. Stoltenberg and others, 
citizens of Des Moines, lowa, praying for an amendment to the patent 
laws. As there is a bill on the subject reported from the Committee 
on Patents on the Calendar, I ask that the petition, as it is short, may 
be read and lie on the table. 

The petition was read, as follows: 

To the Senate and House of Representatives, 
‘orty-seventh Congress, secand session, 

The undersigned citizens and voters respectfully pray your honorable body to 
amend the patent law, as follows: 

1, 

Add to section 4884 of the Revised Statutes: “And in all cases where a claim 
is allowed for an invention that is an improvement relating to prior unexpired 
patentsand subordinate to one or more prior unexpired patent claims, the dates 
and numbers of such prior claims and patents shall, after notice to and acquies- 
eonce by such applicant, be printed in and clearly set forth in each subordinate 
patent issued for an improvement in any known art or subject-matter covered 
by unexpired generic clainas.”’ 

Ik. 

Add to Section 4898: “And whenever the public is deprived from using any 
patented invention fortwo years or more by the failure of the owners thereof to 
place the same ungn the open market, or by refusing to license other responsible 
parties to make, vend, end use the invention upon a tender of a 10 per cent. roy- 
alty upon the value ef the novel and patented merchandise to be produced as 
contemplated by the invention and patent, then it shall be the duty of the Com- 
missioner of Patents to grant licenses to make, vend, and use such patented and 
suppressed invention to any ms yen who will pay in advance a royalty of 10 
per cent. upon the market value such applicant and producer may place upon 
such patented merchandise ; and all revenue thus collected by the Commissioner 
shall be subject to the order of the owners of such patents, less 1 per cent. thereof, 
which amount shall be added to the General Patent Office fund and credited to 
the particular patent or patents from whence it was derived.” 


Mr. PLATT. I think no bill has been reported from the Committee 
on Patents covering the matters of amendment suggested in the peti- 
tion, and probably the petition had better be referred to the Committee 
on Patents. 

Mr. McDILL. Very well. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The petition will be referred to the 
Committee on Patents. 

Mr. VEST presented the petition of Thomson, Lewis & Co., and other 
tobacco dealers, of Glasgow, Missouri, praying for the abolition of the 
tax on tobacco; which was ordered to lie on the table. 

Mr. PENDLETON. I present the petition of H. & 8. Pogue, Bart 
& Hickcox, A. FE. Wilde & Co., B. Kettredge & Co., and 35 other firms 
m Cincinnati, who are in the habit of importing goods, praying that 
legislation may be had to increase the facilities of importers and others 
at United States custom-houses. They represent that certain oaths can 
only be administered by the collectors ofcustoms, and pray that legislation 
may be enacted by which such oaths may be administered by deputy 
officials or notaries public. T am a little in doubt whether the petition 


should go to the Committee on Finance or toe the Committee on Com- 
merce. 
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Mr. BECK. I desire tocall the attention of the Senator from Ohio : 


the fact that those matters are all to come under review in the rey “aco 
bill before the Senate, as I understand. The Senator from Ohio [Mr 


SHERMAN] has charge of that part of the bill. 

Mr. SHERMAN. All matters in regard to oaths and the mode of 
making up invoicesareembraced in the revenue bill under consideration 

Mr. BECK. The petition had better, therefore, lie on the table. 

Mr. PENDLETON. As that is the case, I ask that the petition | 
on the table. 

The petition was ordered to lic on the table. 

Mr. PENDLETON presented a petition of the president and protess- 
ors of Kenyon College, Gambier, Ohio, praying that Congress place the 
superintendency and managementof the Naval Observatory in the hands 
of trained scientific men, and in favor of the construction of a new ob- 
servatory building; which was referred to the Committee on Naya] 
Affairs. . 

Mr. JACKSON presented the petition of 175 workingmen, employ(s 
of the Warner Iron Company, Warner, Hickman County, Tennessee, 
praying that Congress will adopt no lower rates of duties on any foreign 
manuiactured products than are recommended by the Tariff Commis- 
sion; which was ordered to lie on the table. 

Mr. SHERMAN. I present four petitions of citizens of Ohio similar 
to those presented by the Senator from Tennessee, and I move that they 
lie on the table. . 

The motion was agreed to. 

Mr. MITCHELL. I present two similar petitions from citizens ot 
Pennsylvania. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The petitions will lie on the table 

Mr. MITCHELL presented the memorial of the board of directors of 
the Vessel-Owners and Captains’ Association, of Philadelphia, Penn- 
sylvania, protesting against the transfer of the revenue marine, the Life- 
Saving, and the Hospital Service from the Treasury to the Navy Depart- 
ment; which was referred to the Committee on Military Affairs. 

Mr. MITCHELL. I present also the petition of Fitzpatrick & Pem- 


¢ 


providing for the assessment of duties on sugars upon their weight when 
removed from the warehouse in thiscountry. I desire in this connection 
to call the attention specially of the Committee on Finance to the subject 
I have not myself sufficiently reflected upon the question to express an 
opinion, but lregard it as a matter of very considerable importance to a 
large number of people engaged in warehousing business in this coun- 
try, and I would be glad if the committee would give immediate atten- 
tion to the subject. A recent law enacted in Spain grants peculiar and 
special privileges to citizens of Cuba engaged in the sugar business, which 
will result, unless some action is taken here, in the entire transfer of 
the business to that country. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The petition will be referred to the 
Committee on Finance. 

Mr. INGALLS. I present concurrent resolutions of the Legislature 
of Kansas asking for the establishment of a soldiers’ home on the Fort 
Riley military reservation. I believe a bill looking to that purpose has 
been reported adversely by the Committee on Military Affairs, and I 
therefore ask that the resolutions may lie upon the table, and, as is cns- 
tomary, I believe, that they be printed in the Recorb. 

The resolutions were ordered to lie on the table and to be printed in 
the Recorp, as follows: 

House concurrent resolution No. l4 instructing our delegation in Congress to 
aid in securing the passage of a bill providing for a soldiers’ home, to be lo 
cated on the Fort Riley military reservation in Kansas. 

Whereas during the war of the rebellion Kansas furnished more Union so!- 
diers in proportion to her population than any State in the Union; and : 

Whereas, in addition to those who survived the war and returned to their 
homes, thousands of old soldiers have immigrated from other States to Kansas 
and are now residing in our midst, until it is estimated that not less than one- 
eighth of our entire voting population is composed of ex-soldiers; and 

Whereas it is the first duty of government te provide for the comfort and 
welfare of those who voluntarily offer their lives in defense of their country 
Therefore, 

Be it resolved by the house of representatives of the State of Kansas (the senate concur- 
ring therein), That our Senators in Congress be instructed and our members re- 
spectfully requested to aid in securing the passage of a law providing for the 
location and establishment of a soldiers’ homein Kanas, and that admission to 
the same be free to all indigent survivors of the rebellion, their widows and or 
phans, subject only to such limitations and restrictions as the honorable Secr« 
tary of War and the legal representatives of the Grand Army of the Republic 
of this State as a board of ma rs may from time to time elect. 

Resolved further, Thata copy of these resolutions and preamble, duly attested 
be forwarded by the secretary of state to Hon. Robert T. Lincoln, Secretary of 
War, the President of the United States Senate, Speaker of the House of Rep 
resentatives, and cach of our Senatorsand Representatives in Congress. 
STratr or Kansas, Secretary's Office : 

I, James Smith, secretary of state of the State of Kansas, do hereby cert'fy 
that the foregoing is a true and correct copy of original house concurrent reso- 
lution No, 14 of Legislature of 1883, on file in my office. 

In testimony whereof, I have hereunto subscribed my name and affixed my 
official seal. Done at Topeka, Kansas, this 25th day of January, 1883. 

[SEAL.] JAMES SMITH, Secretary of State. 

Mr. INGALLS. I present a petition of many citizens of Kansas 
praying for the passage of the bill granting an increase of the pension 
now allowed to soldiers who have lost a leg or an arm, and as the Com- 





mittee on Pensions have, I believe, made three reports on that bill | 
ask that the petition lie on the table. 
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The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The committee have made four re- 
rts. The petition will Ke on the table. 

P Mr McMILLAN. I present a petition of the members of the sev- 

cml faculties of the Howard University reciting the fact that a move- 

ment is on foot to effect a change in the management of the United 
states Naval Observatory, and asking for certain legislation in that re- 
ead I move its reference to the Committee on Naval Affairs. 

~The motion was agreed to. , 

\(r, CAMERON, of Pennsylvania, presented the petition of Owen P. 
Liebertsand other workingmen, employés of the Bethlehem Iron Com- 
pany at Bethlehem, Pennsylvania; the petition of R. 8. Hennick and 309 
ther workingmen, employ¢s at Painter & Sons’ iron-works at Pitts- 
hurgh, Pennsylvania; the petition of Frederic Aubend and other work- 
ingmen, employés ef the Lehigh Iron Company at Allentown, Pennsf1- 
the Rockhill Iron and Coal Company at Orbisonia, Huntingdon County, 
Pennsylvania; the petition of James Findlay and other workingmen, 
employés of the Rockhill Iron and Coal Company at Robertsdale, Hunt- 
ingdon County, Pennsylvania; the petition of John J. Deemer and other 
workingmen, employés of the Chester Steel Castings Company at Ches- 
ter, Pennsylvania; the petition of P. E. Chapin and other workingmen, 
employés in the Gautier steel department of the Cambria Iron Company 
at Johnstown, Pennsylvania; the petition of M. B. Blanch and other 
workingmen, employés of Arthur and Horace Brock at Lebanon Fur- 
nace, Lebanon, Pennsylvania; the petition of John Henley and other 
workingmen, employés of the Linden Steel Company, limited, at Pitts- 
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.; the petition of John Pogue and other workingmen, employés of | 


other in regard to the 
the committee and acted upon by th 


priation was unanimously agreed to by the Senat: 
but was left off, I believe, in conference. 


1695 


| adopt no lower rates of duties on any foreign manufactured product 
| than are recommended by th 
to lie on the table 


Tariff Commission; which were ordered 


REPORTS 01 


COMMITTEES. 


Mr. SHERMAN. I am directed by the Joint Committee on the 


Library to report two amendments to the sundry civil appropriation 
bill, which I move be referred to the Committee on Appropriations 


Mr. HALE. What are the a 
Mr. SHERMAN. 


mendments ? 
One Is in regurd to the Carpenter papers, and the 
Rochambeau same that were before 
} last year 

ivorably here 


papers, the 
the Senate 
Mr. HOAR. They were acted on t 
Mr. HALE. There is no new leg 
Mr. SHERMAN. No new legislation 
Mr. HALE. Only an appropriation ? 
Mr. SHERMAN. Only an appropriation 


. 
sl required ? 


ation 


and the 
it the last 


ot money, 


appro 


Session, 


The PRESIDENT pro tempore rhe amendments will be ref 


| the Committee on Appropriations 


burgh, Pennsylvania; the petition of Thomas M. C. Benner and other | 


workingmen, employésof Mackintosh, Hemphill &Co., limited, at Pitts- 
burgh, Pennsylvania; the petition of John R. Snow and other working- 
men, employés of the Baldwit Locomotive Works at Philadelphia, Penn- 
sylvania; the petition of Forrest Snyersand other workingmen, employ¢s 
of the Logan Iron and Steel Company at Logan, Mifilin County, Penn- 
sylvania; the petition of George W. Patrick and other workingmen, em- 
ployés of T. B. and A. Laughlin, pig-iron manufacturers, at Stewardson 
Furnace, Armstrong County, Pennsylvania; the petition of J. A. Song- 
ster and other workingmen, employés of J. Eichelberger & Co. at Hope- 
yell, Pennsylvania; the petition of workingmen, employés of J. King 
McLanahan at Ore Hill, Pennsylvania, workingmen at Rodman, Penn- 
sylvania, and workingmen at Hollidaysburgh, Pennsylvania; the petition 
of workingmen, employés of the Blair Iron and Coal Company, of Holli- 
daysburgh, Pennsylvania; and the petition of workingmen, employés of 
Laughlin &Co., at Eliza Furnace, Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania, praying that 
Congress will adopt no lower rates of duties on any foreign manufact- 
ured products then are recommended by the Tariff Commission: which 
were ordered to lie on the table. 

Ile also presented the memorial of the Philadelphia Maritime Ex- 
change, remonstrating against the proposed transfer of the Signal Service 
from the War Department tothe Interior Department; which was referred 
to the Committee on Military Affairs. 

He also presented the memorial of the Philadelphia Maritime Ex- 
change, in favor of the same reduction in the duty on molasses as the 
duty on the lowest grades of sugar; which was ordered to lie on the table 


troduce a bill (8. : 
State of North Carolina 
United States for 
Government, and to ce 
and determine the 
to the Committee on 


introduce a bill 


BILLS INTRODUCED 
Mr. HARRIS (by request) asked and, by unanimous consent, ob 
tained leave to introduce a bill (S. 2431) to regulate licens: 1 the 


District of Columbia; which was read twice by its title, and referred to 
the Committee on the District of Columbia 


Mr. VANCE asked and, by ut, obtained leave 
2452) to remove any statutory limitations a; 
against 
ssed and collected out ot 
ipon the Cou 
same; which was reac 
the Judiciary 


Mr. ANTHONY asked and, by unani: 


unanimous const 
raimnst the 
the Government of the 
the State by the 
tof Claims jurisdiction to hear 
twice by its title, and referred 


} " 
upon & claim 1 
taxes asst 


niert 
mie’ t 


us consent, obtained leave to 
S. 2456) to amend sections 6 and 7 of the act provid- 
t 


ing for the publication of the Revised Statutes and the laws of the 
| United States, approved June 20, 1876; which was read twice by its 


| title, and referred to the Committ 





Mr. PLATT asked and, by obtained leave to in 


msent, 


| troduce a bill (S. 2454) providing tor the enlargement and improvement 

| of the post-office, custom-house, and court-house at New Haven, Con 
necticut; which was read twice by its title, and referred to the Com 
mittee on Public Buildings and G nds 


He also presented the memorial of the Vessel-Owners and Captaing’ | 


\ssociation of Philadelphia, and the memorial of the Tow-Boat Owners’ 
Association of Philadelphia, remonstrating against the proposed trans- 
fer of the revenue-marine service, the Lifte-Saving Service, and the Ma- 
rine-Hospital Service trom the control and management of the Treasury 
Department to that of the Navy Department; which were referred to 
the Committee on Commerce. 

Mr. COCKRELL. I present the petition of workingmen, employés 
of the Iron Mountain Company, Iron Mountain, Missouri, touching 
wariff legislation. I move that it lie upon the table. 

The motion was agreed to. 

Mr. COCKRELL. I present the same kind of a petition of working: 
men, tothe same effect, which is a printed petition and was sent in an 
envelope that was directed on its back in print. 
where the signers are from, but the petition was mailed in Saint Louis. 
| move that it lie on the table. 

The motion was agreed to. 

Mr. COCKRELL presented the memorial of Mayflower Grange, No. 
2071, of Christian County, Missouri, and the memorial of Cambridge 
Grange, No, 382, of Patrons of Husbandry, favoring the passage of the 
House bill to create a secretary of agriculture; which were ordered to 
lie on the table. 


Mr. MILLER, of New York, presented a petition of employés of | 


Union Iron Works, Buffalo, New York; a petition of employés of Fletcher 
Purnace Company, of Buffalo, New York; a petition of employ¢s of 
I. & I. Rogers Iron Company, at Au Sable Forks, New York, and a 
petition of employés of the Onondaga Iron Company, of Syracuse, New 
York, praying that Congress will adopt no lower rate of duty on any 
article of foreign manufacture than that recommended by the Tariff 
Commission; which were ordered to lie on the table. 

_ Mr. SEWELL presented the petition of workingmen, employ¢s ot 
N. J. Taylor & Co., Chester Furnace, Morris County, New Jersey, and 


al ition of workingmen, employés of Anderson Iron Company, 
illi 


AMENDMENT TO AN APPROPRIATION BILI 
Mr. VANCE submitted an anv ndment intended to be proposed by 
him to the bill (II. R. 7314) makingappropriations forthe naval servic 


| for the fiscal year ending June 30, 1384, and for other purposes; which 
was referred to the Committee « ‘ opriations, and erdered to be 
| printed 
DISTRICT W rER SUPPLY 
Mr. McMILLAN. I offer the follo ¢ resolution and ask for its 
present consideration 
Resolved, That the Secretary of War lx dhe is hereby directed to appoint t 
board to consist of three officers of the Arimy ther than those now connected 
with the District government, to examine and report whether the present di 
tribution of the watersupply to the District of Columbia is conducted and mad: 


It does not specify | 


psburgh, Warren County, New Jersey, praying that Congress will | 


District under the control of the War Department? 
commissioners of the District hadsome authority over that subject. | 
observe that the resolution proposes the appointment of 
| there to be any additional expense ? 
appointed to make the report? 


it. 
are 


according to proper engineering principles, what amount of water is supplied 
daily for United States Gove 
the water tax-payers of Washington are equally ane 
according to their locality 
ment, and to transmit to the Senate the 
be appointed 


rnment use, what amount for private use, and whether: 
i fairly supplied with wate: 
the District pg 


board hereby directed 


,and tothe means available by 


report of th 
Mr. SAULSBURY Is the 


works in @ 
I supp sed that th 


supervision of the water 


(re there any salaried oflicers to be 


Mr. McMILLAN. The object is to get theopinion of tho 


nected with the Department in regard to that matter 


Mr. HALE. There is to be no additional expense? 

Mr. McMILLAN. There will be no additional expense in regard to 
It is merely a temporary board of army oflicers and the y 
in the service ot:the Government 

Mr. INGALLS. There is no fact called for in the resolution that 


ol course 


is not already accessible in various printed reports made to this body. 
There can be no use, in any event, for the appointment of an additional 
board for the purpose indicated. T 
under the control of the Secretary of War; and, as 
Minnesota knows, arrangements are now under operation for very largely 
increasing the water supply 
culties and deficiencies, there can be 
| future those will be rectified 
and in any event, as it will involve additional expense, I ask that it go 
over until to-morrow 


he water-works of the District are 
the Senator from 


While there have been heretofore diffi 
no doubt that in the -immediate 
I can see nothing to be gained by this, 


The PRESIDENT pro tempore The resolution will lie over 
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NICARAGUA MARITIME CANAL COMPANY. 

Mr. MILLER, of California. I move that the bill (S. 550) to incor- 
porate the Maritime Canal Company of Nicaragua be recommitted to 
the Committee on Foreign Relations. 

The motion was agreed to. 

EXECUTIVE SESSION. 

Mr. HALE. I move that the Senate proceed to the consideration of 
executive business. 

The motion was agreed to; and the Senate proceeded to the considera- 
tion of executive business. After thirty-two minutes spent in executive 
session the doors were reopened. 

INTERNAL-REVENUE AND TARIFF DUTIES. 

Mr. MORRILL. I move to set aside the Calendar and to take up the 
revenue bill. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The Senator from Vermont moves to 
postpone the Calendar until to-morrow. 

‘The motion was agreed to. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The Senator from Vermont moves 
to proceed to the consideration of the revenue bill. 

The motion was agreed to; and the Senate, as in Committee of the 
Whole, resumed the consideration of the bill (H. R. 5538) to reduce 
internal-revenue taxation. 

Mr. BLAIR. Iask the honorable Senator if he will allow Senate 
joint resolution 109, presenting the thanks of Congress to John F. Slater 
for his donation, to be taken up and disposed of. If any debate should 
follow I shall withdraw it. 

Mr. MORRILL. Having lost a half hour this morning, I must insist 
upon going on with the revenue bill. I have been importuned on two 
or three sides for further delay, but—— 

Mr. BLAIR. ‘This is simply a vote of thanks. 
through in two Congresses. 

Mr. MORRILL. I cannot give way. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. At the adjournment on Saturday the 
Secretary had read down to line 741, and he informs the Chair that the 
Senator from Delaware [Mr. SAULSBURY] moved to insert ‘‘and fence 
wire’? after ‘‘ taggers’ tin,’’ in line 739. 

Mr. SAULSBURY. Imadethat motion and I desire to say one word 
in reference to it. 


We ought to get it 


In this bill, on line 703, the duty on wire rods has been reduced four- 
tenths of 1 cent a pound from the rate reported. These are rods out of 
which the fencing wire is manufactured, as] understand. A reduction 
has taken place upon the rods, which inures to the benefit of the manu- 
facturers of the fencing wire; but on the fencing wire itself, on line 713, 
the rate of duty has been placed at 2 cents per pound. 
posed by this paragraph to provide 

That on all of the kinds of iron or steel, or articles or manufactures of iron or 
steel, hereinbefore in this act enumerated, when galvanized, or coated with any 
metal, or compound, alloy, or mixture of metals, by any process whatsoever, 
there shall be paid (excepting on what are known commercially as tin-plates, 


terne plates, and taggers’ tin, and hereinbefore provided for), one-half cent per 
pound in addition to the rates provided in this act. 


It is now pro- 


Now, in the exception I propose to insert ‘* fencing wire.’’ A large 
proportion of the fencing wire is now galvanized or coated with some 
substance to preventits rusting. The tax on fencing-wire rods has been 
reduced to six-tenths of 1 cent per pound; that inures to the benefit of 
the manufacturer of fencing wire, and fencing wire having been put at 
the rate of 2 cents per pound, I am opposed to this further increase on 
fencing wire, when it shall be coated, of one-half cent per pound. 

I think, in justice to the great farming interests of this country, which 
have never been specially favored by any legislation, we ought to put as 
little burden as possible on fencing. The value of this fencing to the 
farming interest of the country may be ascertained from the remarks 
of the Senator from Massachusetts | Mr. Hoar] on Saturday, when he 
stated that the products of one firm, as I understood him, of fencing- 
Wire manufacturers had saved to the farmersof this country $150,000,000 
annually in the repairs of fences. There must be some mistake in that 
statement; but taking it as stated by the Senator we can readily see 
what is the importance of fencing wire to the farmers of the country. 
They have no special protection on anything, but when you come to 
legislate upon a matter which they have to consume you ought, in my 
opinion, to make it as cheap as possible to the farmers, so that they 
shall not be burdened while they are asking for no protection whatever. 
I have therefore moved this amendment, so that fencing wire when 
coated shall not pay any additional duty over the fencing wire when 
not coated. Iam told that the process is a very cheap one; I am told 
that at $2.50 a ton at Pittsburgh the coating can be placed on it. The 
coating is placed on it in order to preserve the wire from rust. Any 
process applied for the purpose of protecting it from corrosion by rust, 
Xc., is subject, under the provisions of this bill, unless my amendment 
prevails, to a duty of one-half cent per pound additional, which is unjust. 
I think, therefore, my amendment ought to prevail. 

= oe ye ‘ Did the Senator from Delaware state what the addi- 
tional cost of galvanizing was per ton? I was not ing attention. 

Mr, SAULSBURY. i ™ ives 


It is placed in the bill at a half cent per pound 
making about $11.50 per ton. ™ . 




















Mr. PLATT. 1 thought the Senator was making a statement as to 
what the cost of the process was. j 

Mr. SAULSBURY. I am informed by my friend from Kentucky 
{Mr. Beck] that it costs about $5 per ton. 1 was informed before that 
it was about $2.50 a ton. ‘ 

Mr. HOAR. My impression is, which I have from a manufacture, 
that it is about a cent a pound. 

Mr. PLATT. That would be $22.50 a ton. 

Mr. SAULSBURY. It can not be any such sum as that. 

Mr. HOAR. I have a letter here from a manufacturer making 
statement. 

Mr. SAULSBURY. If we depend on statements made by interesteq 
parties we shall never get a tariff bill that is of advantage to the country 
The report of the Taritf Commission is based on statements made befyy 
that commission by interested parties who went before it. The whol. 
theory of the commission report, and I fear of the Finance Committee's 
bill, is based on information derived from interested parties; and if y, 
depend on their statements, instead of getting a bill that will reduc, 
taxation we shall have a bill that will add enormously to the burdens 
of the people of this country. I discard all these statements of inte; 
ested parties, as a general rule, who come before commissions and com 
mittees seeking to protect their own interests. 

Mr. HOAR. Who was the party from whom the Senator derived his 
statement? 

Mr. SAULSBURY. I derived the statement which I just now gay, 
from the Senator from Kentucky, whose opinion upon questions of this 
kind is far superior to that of the Tariff Commission or of those parties 
who appeared before the Tariff Commission, and, I do not hesitate ty 
say, whose opinion I would rather have upon a question of this kind 
than even the letter which the Senator from @[assachusetts holds in his 
hand from an interested party. 

Mr. BECK. When the Senator from Delaware asked me the gucs 
tion I was not alluding to galvanizing particularly; for this proviso 
says ‘‘ or coated with any metal or compound, alloy, or mixture of metals 
by any process whatsoever.’’ Iam informed that men have processes 
of this sort whereby they can coat thisiron at a cost of $5 per ton, and 
they are doing it at that price. Galvanizing may mean one thing, and 
may be a more expensive process. 

Mr. HOAR. That is what I speak of. 

Mr. BECK. My information was not about galvanizing. ‘There is 
a sample of the goods that are dipped [exhibiting]. They are coated 
simply with a composition into which they are dipped and then drawn 
out, to preserve them from rusting. Here isa composition. This pro 
cess is exceedingly valuable; and it can be done for $5 per ton. Here 
is a duty of $11.20 a ton to protect the labor on that. 

Mr. ALLISON. I can not hear the Senator from Kentucky 

Mr. BECK. It costs $5 per ton to dip these goods, as I am advised 

Mr. HOAR. Will the Senator allow me a moment? 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The Senator from Kentucky 
yielded the floor. 

Mr. HOAR. I did not know whether the Senator had yielded th 
floor or was only giving way to me. 

Mr. BECK. I only rose to say that I was advised that this coating 
cost $5 per ton, and had so told the Senator from Delaware. That! 
I know about it. 

Mr. HOAR. I do not know anything about the cost of dipping this 
article in paint or cheap washes; I have no information on that point 
but I speak of galvanizing or covering it with either zinc or tin, which 
is the process to which the best fence-wire is subjected, where it has got 
to be exposed, not merely to use in the house, but to the elements, to 
all sorts of weather, to heat and cold, and to be covered with ice which 
rests upon the metal. That process is done by conveying each separat 
wire through a bath of melted zinc or tin, and that process costs about 
a cent a pound. 

The Senator will see from the statement of the manufacturer, M! 
Moen, who is my neighbor and friend, and whose truthfulness I am per- 
fectly sure of, that the cost of the added material, the tin or zinc, must 
be a very considerable portion of a cent a pound. The letter which | 
have is this: the writer is remonstrating against the half cent a pound 
and desires a cent a pound: 

Please observe that the Senate committee only recommended a half cent per 
pound extra for coating wires with zine or other metals. This is a great mis 
take. One cent per pound will not cover the extra cost of covering most sizes 
with tin or zine, Therefore, 1 cent extra is the least that should be added 

The statement which the Senator from Delaware made on the autho: 
ity of the Senator from Kentucky, as I understand, applies to covering 
these metals with cheap paint. The statement which I make, and ! 
wish to say I have great respect for the person on whose authority | 
make it, and have no doubt of its entire truthfulness, he being a man 
whom I have known for many years, relates to covering with tin or zine 

Mr. MAXEY. I would call the attention of the Senate to the wor! 
ing of this proviso: 

Provided, That onall of the kinds of iron or steel, or articles or manufactures of 
iron or steel, hereinbefore in this act enumerated, when galvanized, or coated with 
any metal, or compound, alloy, or mixture of metals, by any process whatso- 
ever, there 1 be paid (exce on what are known commercially as Un 

ates, taggers 


terne ’s-tin, and hereinbefore provided for), one-hsll 
cent per pound in addition to the rates provided in this act. 
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the compound referred to by the Senator trom Kentucky, which would 
‘ost $5 a ton, or that referred to by the Senator from Delaware, which 
; sts $2.50, which in my opinion is the correct figure, and yet, accord- | 
ing to this proviso, we are to pay $11.20 protection. The statement of | 
the Senator from Massachusetts as to the cost of the galvanized may do | 
very well, but it does not meet this proviso. / 

Mir. MORRILL. I call the attention of the Senator from Texas to | 
the language which he has read, and he will find | that it refers solely | 
and exclusively to articles covered with metal. The reading of it is: 


Or coated with any metal or compound, alloy, or mixture of metals. 





It may be covered with tin, it may be covered with zinc, or it may 
pe covered with lead, but it can not apply to anything that is covered | 
with paint, and I doubt very much whether after trial many people would | 
aceept this article covered with paint, as it will not last, exposed to the 
weather, covered with paint made with linseed oil, more than three or 
four years. It is obvious that the additional weight and cost of the tin 
or zine or lead with the labor added to it must be much greater than 
the Senator from Delaware has intimated. 

Mr. MAXEY. [still, while I havea very high respect forthe opinion 
of the Senator from Vermont on language, am exactly of opinion that 
these words, disjunctively connected as they are, will cover any com- 

yund whatever, whether it be metal or not metal, because it says so. 

Mr. MORRILL. No. 

Mr. MAXEY. It says: 


When galvanized, or coated with any metal or compound, alloy, or mixture 
of metals by any process whatsoever. 


It makes no difference what the ‘compound’? may be. It may be | agreed on and have no additional charge upon it 





Mr. HOAR. Putinthe words ‘‘ of metal ”’ after ‘‘compound.”’ 
will remove the Senator’s difficulty. 

Mr. HAWLEY. Or put in the word “or.”’ 

Mr. MAXEY. It is put in there to accomplish the very object of | 
making these low grades costing, say, 
duty, the same as if the wire was galvanized with some metal. 
is the design, in my opinion. 

Mr. INGALLS. 


That 


That 


| 
$2.52 or $5 a ton pay $11.20 a ton | 


All fence-wire of domestic manufacture that is | The single strand is sometimes larger than No. 10. 
known as barbed wire is covered with a composition of metallic paint 


which follows the drawing immediately, and when it is coiled upon | 


the spools upon which it is wound when it enters the market it is uni- 
tormly coated with a cheap mineral paint. There is no fence-wire at 
all sold in the market, so far as I am aware, either single stranded or 
barbed, without some protection or covering, either galvanized by tin 
or zinc or by metallic paint. I have a vague suspicion in my mind, that 
I can not exactly formulate, that the action of the Senate has not been 
exactly right on this fence-wire. On Saturday, upon the motion of my 
colleague, the duty on the wire rod from which the wire is drawn was 
reduced from 1 cent to six-tenths of 1 cent per pound. 

It now appears that by the action of the Senate taken on the para- 


graph between lines 710 and 714 we have imposed a very large duty in | 


excess of that upon imported wire. I supposed that the wire which 
was defined in that classification was not used for fencing purposes; but 
the Senator from Massachusetts said that the wire named in the classi- 
fication was employed for purposes of fencing either in a single or double 
strand. If that is the case we have been foully dealt with, because it 


appears in evidence that there are about 75,000 tons of this wire used who takes a pre-emption or « homestead, the man who goes out with 
for fencing annually, about 75,000 tons more used for telegraphing and | 


other economic purposes, of which aggregate of 150,000 tons only a 
small portion can be made by American mills. 

I do not know what amount is imported; but if we have reduced the 
duty on wire rods to six-tenths of a cent a pound, then, if we are to 
have cheap wirt fencing there must be a reduction on the corresponding 
gauges that are named in this paragraph, or no benefit is conferred upon 
those who use that grade. 

I would suggest to the Senator from Delaware, also, that the lan- 
guage of his proposed amendment, while his idea meets with my con- 
currence, is defective, because this wire is described, not as fence-wire, 
but as wire of a certain gauge; therefore he ought to change his amend- 
ment so as to admit wire of a certain gauge covered with metal or 
paint or alloy at a specified rate of duty, if he desires to protect this 
material. 

I should like to hear from the Senator in charge of this bill some 
further explanation or statement as to whether the benefits we are to 
derive from the amendment in line 703 have not been entirely taken 
away from us by the duties which are imposed in line 710 to line 713 
inclusive. : 

Mr. SAULSBURY. I will yield to the suggestion of the Senator 
tom Kansas so far as my amendment is concerned. The purpose is to 
get fencing wire out from under the additional duty imposed by this 
proviso, I will alter my amendment so as to read ‘‘iron or steel wire 
for fencing purposes. 

_ Mr. MCPHERSON. May I inquire of the Senator from Delaware if 
it is his intention to allow iron and steel wire galvanized to be imported 
at the same rate as that ungalvanized ? 

Mr. SAULSBURY. For fencing purposes I propose that it shall not 
be subject to any higher rate of duty than we have already provided 
for, 2 cents a pound. Thatisample. Let it pay the 2 cents we have 
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| fencing wire now used is of that character. 


| 


| settler and the poor man who is laboring to make a living 
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because of the fact that 
it is galvanized or coated 
Mr. MCPHERSON. 


How do you propose to separate the wire for 
fencing purposes ? 


It seems to me the amendment offered simply viti 
ates the whole provision in the bill, beeause it excepts the very sub 
stantial thing that the proviso is designed to eover. 

I should like to ask of the chairman of the committee if the whole 
matter can not be properly adjusted by striking out, in line 736, the 
words *‘ or compound;”’ so as to leave it in this form: 


} 
th 


When galvanized, or coated 


thany metal, a 
any process whatsoever 


loy, or mixture of metals, by 


The words *‘ or compound might mean a compound of metal and 
oil making a paint, whereas by striking out those words the Proviso 
will simply apply to galvanized metal and wire galvanized with metal. 

Mr. MORRILL 
compound.,’’ 

Mr. BECK. That does not improve it at all. The Senator trom New 
Jersey is very well aware that inserting ** fencing wire’ does not vitiate 
or limit this proviso, because the proviso says 


I have no objection to striking out the words ‘‘ or 


That on all of the kinds of iron or steel, or articles, or man 


; J factures of lronor 
steel, hereinbefore in this act enumerated 


Surely putting in ‘‘ fencing wire’? does not vitiate any of the preced- 
ing provisions. If fencing wire is galvanized it is done in the cheapest 
possible way, and on much of it I know simply metallic paint is used, 
and you add $11.20 a ton duty to that article, which is already taxed 
$44.80 a ton, in spite of all I could do. I moved an amendment, as the 
RECORD will show, to make it all pay 14) cents a pound trom No. 5 to 
No. 16 wire gauge, so as to include the fencing wire. 

Mr. INGALLS. Is that the gauge that is used for fence-wir 

Mr. BECK. Yes, sir; some is smaller than No. 10 wire gauge; but 
the bulk of it, as the Senator from Iowa said, or the average is from No 
10 to No. 12. 

Mr. INGALLS. 

Mr. BECK. 


Single-strand or double-strand wire ? 

None of the double-strand wire is smaller than No. 16 
It was all embraced 
in the clause I proposed, but I did not succeed on the eall of the yeas 
and nays in getting the vote of the Senate for it; and I reserve a vote on 
it in the Senate, and I expect to carry it there when the matter is fully 
explained, 


I dothink that this fencing wire ought not to be taxed any 
more. 


It is taxed already $44.80 a ton, and now to tax it $11.20 a ton 
more because it is coated with some compound, some alloy, some some 
thing just to make it cost the farmer that much more, Tam opposed to. 
I went to the Northwest last summet 
Mr. COKE. Galvanized wire, let me say to the Senator, is super- 
seding very rapidly any other kind I believe three-fourths of the 
Mr. BECK. Suppose it is; does the Senator from 
we ought to put $11.20 a ton more duty upon it? 
Mr. COKE. 
Mr. BECK. That is what I am endeavoring to prevent. I know 
that out in the far northwestern country where there is no timber they 
can not by possibility secure their crops without wire, and the cattle 
men have succeeded in having herd laws passed under which the man 


lexas insist that 


I do not; quite the contrary. 


his family, no matter how poor he Is, is obliged to build an impassable 
wire fence around his little farm, so that the cattle-herders can raise 
cattle. He has no redress. That is required by the laws of Wyoming 
and Montana and other places where the cattle kings who live at Chi 

cago and elsewhere own the cattle, and who send their cowboys there 
to attend to them and never set a foot inside themselves except when 
they come around to get their money. They have arranged these ter 

ritorial laws which this Congress ought to repeal in justice to theactual 
they have 
it fixed by law that he shall make a fence of not less than four and a 
half to five feet high with somany strandsof wire and so much timber, 
and if he does not make that character of fence and the cattle eat up 
his wheat, corn, potatoes, or anything he has, he is not entitled to dam 
ages. They even go this far, that if he sets his dog upon them todrive 
them out, or drives them out otherwise than gently, in the language of 
the laws, he is to be fined $50, although he may see them eating up the 
products of his year’s labor. 

These laws, allowed by Congress to stand, make the cattle-men the 
kings of the country, make the poorest settler there absolutely at the 
mercy of the kings of the cattle, which they have bought in Texas and 
driven there because they can make more money than out of anything 
else, having no interest in the country except to get all they can out of 
the cattle, and when that is done they go somewhere else and invest 
somewhere else. When these fences are required by law to be made 
you tax them $44.80 a ton on the wire itself and then tax them $11.20 
more if they dare to paint it or coat it with anything in order to keep 
it from rusting out ina year. I say it is all wrong, and any man who 
will go into that country and look at it will see that it is all wrong. 
I saw it covered with mineral paint. I suppose the Senator from De] 
aware [Mr. BAYARD], who was in that country last year, saw the sam¢ 
thing, saw it coated with mineral paint. In Big Horn Mountain the 
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material is found by the millions of tons. The land can be bought at 
$10 an acre, and a paint absolutely pure is laid inside of the iron which 
only requires grinding and mixing to make it first-class paint for wire 
fencing, impervious to water; so good that when I went back to Fort 
Custer and told General Hatch in command, who was then putting up 
barracks there, of it he sent his wagons up there and got enough to 
cover all he needed. It was fire-proof and did not cost a dollar; he 
could get it for the hauling. Anyone can buy that land for $10 an 
acre, with millions of tons on every acre of it. And yet men can not 
even paint the wire with that without paying $11 a ton for the privi- 
lege ol doing it. 

Mr. HOAR. What is the Senator’s opinion as to a just protection on 
galvanizing with tin or zinc? 

Mr. BECK. Galvanizing by itself? 

Mr. HOAR. That is all I want to get at. If this thing includes a 
cheap paint it ought to be redrafted so as not to include it. I agree 
with the Senator in that. 

Mr. BECK. The vice of this proviso is that it reaches so far; and so 
it is throughout the bill; the trouble is under the provisos. I was 
about to suggest that if we make this a quarter of a cent a pound, or 
$5.60 a ton, it would be pretty high. We have taxed all the materials 
already, and now we are only proposing to protect the labor of the United 
States against the poorer-paid labor of Europe; and it is only because 
of the difference between our labor and theirs that it is necessary to 
provide for an additional duty here. That is the argument for it. It 
seems to me that a quarter of a cent a pound would cover that differ- 
ence in the highest-priced article and would certainly be too much in 
many of the lower-priced. It seems to me that would be a good deal 
nearer justice and would be perhaps aboutright. I may be wrong, how- 
ever. 

Mr. PLATT. Let the amendment be read,so that we may under- 
stand it. 

Mr. WILLIAMS. One moment. My information on the subject is 
that there is no galvanized barbed iron imported at all. The wire is 
imported in the rod state, barbed here, and galvanized after it is barbed. 
I do not think there is one coil imported into the United States at all 
of barbed wire; and I am satisfied on another point, that the galvanized 
wire is the only wire which should be made. The galvanizing takes 
place after the barbs are put upon it by our own manufacturers here, 
who have a patent for that process. 

Mr. ALLISON. Mr. President, as I understand it, no wire is now 
imported for fencing purposes. 

Mr. HOAR. There is a vast deal of fencing wire used that is not 
barbed. 

Mr. ALLISON. As] understand it, the present duty upon steel which 
is used in the manufacture of wire is 30 per cent. ad valorem, and that 
is imported in the form of steel rods not less than No. 5 wire gauge. 
Above No. 5 wire gauge there are small importations, as I understand, 
up to No. 8 wire gauge; but No. 8 wire guage is steel coiled and steel 
rod, and not wire, and therefore it comes in under 30 per cent. ad valo- 
rem. Ihave been unable to find in any of these tables any consider- 
able importation of wire in any form, and therefore I repeat what I said 
in the beginning, that wire for purposes of fencing is not imported at all, 
but only imported in the form of rods. So the question that we are 
discussing does not affect the question of cheap or dear fences as com- 
pared with the present law. 

Mr. SAULSBURY. I wish to ask the Senator from Iowa a question. 
While it may be true that this article is now imported in the shape of 
fencing wire, would not an addition of one-half per cent. a pound, or 
$11.20 a ton, prevent its importation hereafter? 

Mr. ALLISON. Now I proceed to that question. Under the pres- 
ent law steel wire under No. 16 wire gauge pays 2 cents a pound duty 
and 15 per cent. ad valorem. Steel wire, galvanized or coated with tin, 
pays 2 cents a pound and 15 per cent. ad valorem. So in the present 
tariff there is no distinction, and I call the attention of the Senator from 
Massachusetts to the fact that in the present law there is no distine- 
tion, between galvanized wire and wire not galvanized made of steel. 

Mr. HOAR. There is a distinction in the ad valorem. 

Mr. ALLISON. But the Senator knows that would be a very slight 
distinction indeed, because the thing that it is coated with, the tin or 
zine, or whatever the article is, undoubtedly is of nearly as much value 
as the steel of which the wire is composed, is it not? 

Mr. MORRILL. A little more df it is zine. 

Mr. ALLISON. But not much more. It is about the same value. 
So, then, as a matter of fact there is now really no distinction between 
galvanized wire and wire not galvanized in our present tariff. I take 
it that the present rate of duty is either practically prohibitory or there 
are no manufactures of galvanized steel wire or wire not galvanized 
abroad, because there are no importations of either kind. 

Mr. SAULSBURY. I call the attention of the Senator from Iowa to 
the fact that the cover or coating of the wire adds to the weight; and 
there may be a full compensation for the coating process by the addi- 
tional duty on the increased weight of the wire. 

Mr. ALLISON. So I endeavored to state a moment ago myself, and 
I thank the Senator from Delaware for repeating what I said in order 
that it may be more fully understood. It seems to me that this pro- 





vision as applied to wire ought not to exist in this proviso at al] and 
that all wire ought to be exempt from this provision of half a cent 
pound additional. I do not know but that the pots and kettles that te 
friend from Kentucky [Mr. Beck] has brought in gught to be included 
or excluded. Ido not know what the facts may be about those, but it 
seems to me that all wire should be excluded from this proviso, 

Mr. HOAR. You get the cost of the labor, which is about 1 cent 
per pound in the galvanizing to protect telegraph wire or protect the 
fence wire, and it is the most economical in the end, because it |asts 
much longer than cheap wire. 

Mr. ALLISON. So it may be. 

Mr. HOAR. Putting it through this process costs a cent a pound 
It does not add to the weight. You have got no addition to the valye 
of the material, but the actual cost of that process is entirely unpro- 
tected. ; 

Mr. ALLISON. It may be, and it may not be. The steel wire js 
protected in this very bill at 2 centsa pound. We have only reduced 
the rate on this steel wire half a cent a pound. 

Mr. ALDRICH. I know the Senator does not want to make a mis- 
statement. 

Mr. ALLISON. And therefore I am looking at my friend in order 
that he may correct me if I am in error. 

Mr. ALDRICH. The present duty on steel wire is 2} cents a pound 
and 20 per cent. ad valorem, amounting to 3.6 cents a pound, which 
we have reduced to 2 cents. 

Mr. ALLISON. On steel wire? 

Mr. ALDRICH. On steel wire. 

Mr. ALLISON. Where shall I look ? 

Mr. MORRILL. On page 20 of the printed table. 

Mr. HOAR. The Senator will pardon me for a moment, because the 
statement made may mislead some Senators, though it is a very simple 
matter. It has been said that the duty on the wire rod has been de- 
creased. The duty on the wire rod has not been decreased except by a 
mereshadow. Thecommittee put up the duty on wire rodsvery largely, 
the Senate refused to accede to the committee’s recommendation, and 
the Senate leave it, therefore,a trifle lower than the existing law on wire 
rods. 

Mr. ALLISON. About the same. 

Mr. HOAR. So you have got wire cut down, the rod which is im- 
ported as the material for wire remaining substantially the same while 
you have cut down wire almost 50 per cent. 

Mr. ALLISON. But the Senator from Massachusetts does not seem 
to bear in mind that these rods are imported and the wire is not im- 
ported; in other words, the present duty is prohibitory or else they do 
not manufacture the wire at all abroad. I take it for granted, there- 
fore, that the 20 per cent. ad valorem was out of proportion to the duty 
upon steel wire. 

Mr. HOAR. My information is—and that comes from the manufict- 
urer, and the Senator will make any deduction from it that he chooses, 
but the man is absolutely a man of truth, though he may err in judg- 
ment, of course—that the German manufacturers of wire will import 
very largely under the duty as fixed by the Committee on Ways and 
Means. In other words, you have already changed this duty which 
was purely competitive (we had certain advantages of skill also) to one 
purely prohibitory, because the wire manufacture is an American de- 
velopment at every step. You will have a very large German importa- 
tion under your present tariff. Then it will become an adjustment be- 
tween the American and the foreign manufacturer, instead of a prohibi- 
tion. 

Mr. ALLISON. That is a mere matter of judgment. 

Mr. HOAR. Certainly. ° 

Mr. ALLISON. We have still upon this steel wire a duty of 2 cents 
a pound se applied to fence-wire, and it does seem to methat it is worth 
while for us to try and ascertain whether that is not more clearly in 
proportion to the duty we have already imposed upon the material ot 
which this wire is made than the present rate. I am strongly of the 
opinion that as applied to wire this proviso ought to go out, and now | 
will say to my friend from Rhode Island before I leave this question 
that I was mistaken with reference to the present duty upon steel wire. 
I see that the present duty is 2} cents a pound and 20 per cent. ad va- 
lorem, and there were imported last year 894,000 pounds under No. 16 
wire gauge, and of finer than No. 16 wire gauge 250,000 pounds, show- 
ing that this latter character of wire is not imported at all practically. 
What I wanted specially to call the attention of the Senator from Massi- 
chusetts to was that the present rate, so far as I can see, does not make 
any difference between wire galvanized and wire not galvanized. Ii! 
am mistaken in that I shall be glad to be corrected. 

Mr. HOAR. Youhave got it toabout 1.37 cents per pound only of pro- 
tection on the process of converting this steel rod into wire, which is an 
American manufacture, from 3 cents as it was before, cutting it down 
more than 50 per cent. 

Mr. ALDRICH. It seems to me that there is considerable confusion 
in the discussion of this question. If I can have the attention of the 
Senator from Iowa for a few minutes, I think I can show him that he 
is wrong in his conclusions in regard to this matter. 

It undoubtedly was the intention of Congress to fix the duty on wire 
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nxls at 2} cents a pound, as steel in coils in the old law was fixed at 
that rate. Under a Treasury decision, however, wire rods came in as 
steel not otherwise provided for, at 30 per cent. ad valorem, reducing 
the duty to about six-tenths of a cent a pound, where it has now been 
fixed by the action of the Senate. The duty on steel wire, however, 
was at 2} cents and 20 percent. ad valorem, or about 3.6 cents a pound, 
There was and is no additional duty upon galvanized wire. The Sen- 
ator isquiteright in that. There was no necessity for it because, as he 
cays, the duty as then fixed prevented the bringing of steel wire into 
this country, except the finer articles of steel wire which were used for 
other purposes. Asa matterof fact he isalso right in saying that there 


isno wire now imported that is used for fencing purposes. It isall made | 


in this country, and made very largely, if not entirely, from imported 
wire rods coming in under the Treasury decision to which I havealluded. 
it makes but very little difference to the farmers of the West whether 
the duty on steel wire is at one rate or another, because the fence-wire 
will continue to be made in this country, being entirely, I believe, cov- 
ered by American patents. I believe there are no fences made of any 
wire that is not covered in some process of construction by American 
patents. 

Mr. INGALLS. The Senator means barbed wire. 

Mr. ALDRICH. Barbed orany other kind of wire fence except plain 
wire fence, and I do not know of any fence of that character that is 


used. 

Mr. INGALLS. None of them? 

Mr. ALDRICH. It may be that there are some plain wire fences, 
but I think the proportion is very small in comparison with the whole 
amount used. The effect of this amendment suggested by the Senator 
from Delaware or the Senator from Kentucky would be entirely for the 
interest of telegraph companies and nobody else. It will allow galva- 
nized wire for telegraphic use, which costs a cent and a half a pound 
more to make, to come into this country at the same rate as plain steel 
wire, which is reduced, as I have already shown on Saturday, from 3.60 
cents, as provided for in the present law, down toan average of 1} cents 
a pound, as we have fixed it. It will allow telegraph wire costing over 
acent a pound to galvanize it to come in at the same rate as plain wire, 
which I think would be an injustice to the rollers of wire and to the 


galvanizers of this country. I think they ought to be somewhat differ- | 


ent. I think the suggestion made by the Senator from Kentucky is, 
perhaps, a sensible one and a wise one, that we reduce this additional 
rate to one-fourth of a cent a pound and leave the proviso as it is, and 
ifit covers painting, to so amend the section that it shall not cover 
painting; it was not intended to and ought not to cover it, but it should 
caver galvanizing and any process of coating with metals, not with me- 
tallie or minera! paint, but any process of coating with metals. 

Mr. MORRILL. I move to amend by striking out the word ‘‘com- 
pound’’ before ‘‘alloy ’’ and inserting, in line 737, the words ‘‘ not in- 
cluding paints’ after ‘‘whatsoever;’’ and then, in line 740, to strike 
out “half”? and insert ‘‘ fourth of one;’’ so as to read: 

Provided, That on all of the kinds of iron or steel, or articles or manufactures 
of iron or steel, hereinbefore in this act enumerated, when galvanized, or coated 
with any metal, or alloy, or mixture of metals, by any process whatsoever, not 
including paints, there shall be paid (excepting on what are known commer- 
cially as tin-plates, terne plates, and tagger-tin, and hereinbefore provided 
for) one-fourth of 1 cent per pound in addition to the rates provided in this act. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. This isan amendment to the amend- 
ment of the Senator trom Delaware [Mr. SAULSBURY ]. 

Mr. MORRILL. I wish merely to say that it has not been the pur- 
pose of the Committee on Finance to increase the cost of wire-fence by 
asingle mill. I believe that the action taken by the committee and 
by the Senate will reduce it. There has been a slight reduction upon 
rods. There are at least a dozen to twenty establishments where they 
make the barbed fence that will be able to get their material a little 
cheaper, and hereafter it will be at a much less rate, and, as the Sen- 
ator from Rhode Island [Mr. ALDRICH] has justly said, it is certainly 
a very large reduction from the existing rate. 

_ Mr. INGALLS. Mr. President, the reason why fencing wire is not 
imported is not because it is not needed, but because the duty upon it 
is prohibitory. It is obviously the intention of the committee to have 
it prohibitory, and to prevent any subsequent importations of wire that 
can be used for fencing purposes. We have incontrovertible evidence 


that the demands for consumption in this country are far in excess of 


the possibility of manufacture. The Senator from lowa [ Mr. ALLISON] 
says not for wire. I say yes for wire, that the testimony is incontro- 
vertible that while we get rods enough by the provisions of this bill, 
yet the capacity for drawing into wire is not sufficient to supply the 
consumption that would ensue if the demand were fully supplied. 

_ What is the effect of this? We have been told that we ought to leg- 
islate so as to protect manufacturers. In this case we not only protect 
manufacturers, but we protect patentees who do not manufacture at 


all. Weexclude the material that is demanded by a very large area of 


this country for fencing purposes. We exclude the material for the 
benefit of those who manufacture, who are by the exclusion enabled 
to put up their price, and we legislate for the benefit of those who hold 
patents and who do not do anything at all about manufacturing, but 
simply sit still and receive their excessive, exorbitant, and extortionate 
Toyalties. We have the evidence before us that one concern alone in 


| the city of Worcester, where the Senator from Massachusetts [M1 
| HOAR] lives, received last year from royalties alone the sum of $130,000. 
| How much more is paid in other localities we do not know, but we are 
| called upon to legislate now not to protect the manufacturer alone, but 
| to protect the double imposition of manufacturing profits and the protits 
| of a monopolizing patentee. 

Mr. President, I do not think that can be called legitimate legisla 
| tion, and I believe that the amendment proposed by the Senator trom 
| Vermont is nugatory. What good does it do to strike out the provision 

about mineral paints when it is obvious that there is no wire eoated 
with mineral paint imported? That is a sop thrown to Cerberus; it is 
a tub thrown to the whale. It can have no possible bearing upon this 
question. It does not relieve this manufacture of the double burden 
that is placed upon it both by the prohibitory tariff! and by the impo- 
sition that is charged for the monopoly held by the patentees 

Mr. MORRILL. The Senator from Kansas is entirely mistaken in 
supposing that the patentees have not cheapened the cost of wire fence 
throughout the country. There is no sharper way in which prices are 
reduced than by competition. Unquestionably the fifteen or twenty 
patentees competing with each other send the article into the market 
at a much lower price than would be the case if there were no patents 
existing. When it comes to the difference of plain steel wire or iron 
| wire coated and galvanized with tin, zine, or lead, the fourth of 1 cent 
is not 25 per cent. on the actual additional cost. Therefore it seems 
to me that the argument that is presented here aguint this proposition 
as the Senator from Kansas would say, is entirely nugatory 

Mr. PLATT. We have some wire manufacturers in myState. They 
do not make barbed wire; they do not own a patent; but they dodraw 
wire from the rod. I do not want to see their interests sacrificed by any 
prejudice which may be raised against anybody who has a patent for 
barbed wire fence. The duty on the wire which they make trom the 
rod has been reduced by the Senate more than 40 per cent. already. Ii 
the duty was prohibitory before, it is so no longer. 

To allow the galvanized wire, which costs still more than the drawn 
wire, to come in at the same rate as the drawn wire not galvanized, | 
apprehend would have the etlect to allow the foreigner to put his gal 
| vanized wire into the market in competition with our drawn wire not 

galvanized, and turn that branch of the wire business over to the for 
eigner. I donot want that. What I want isafairthing. I think a 
reduction of 40 per cent. duty upon wire is a fair reduction, and I do not 
believe thatit does anything more than to give the American wire-drawe1 
an even chance with the foreign wire-drawer. 

Mr. MCPHERSON. May I ask the Senator from Connecticut a ques 

tion betore he takes his seat ? 

Mr. PLATT. Certainly 

Mr. McPHERSON. It there should be a patent upon the article, 
| whateffect can it possibly have upon the cost of the wire whether manu 
factured here or abroad? If the importer of wire gets his wire here, he 
will be compelled to pay the patentee of that kind of wire, of course, 
his rovalty upon it; the manufacturer here would only be compelled to 
pay the same royalty; so Ido not see what the question of patents has 
te do with this case. 

Mr. PLATT. There is no patent whatever on wire-making. The 
only patent is on taking the wire after itis made and twisting it or mak- 
ing it into barbed wire fence. That has nothing todo with the manu 
facture of the wire. 

Mr. SHERMAN. Isend tothedesk an amendment to the bill which 
I ask to have printed together with that part of the bill relating to the 
same subject, so that the Senate can have it to-morrow 

Mr. INGALLS. Let it be read. 

The ACTING SECRETARY. It is proposed tostrike out from line 510 
to line 520, in the following words: 

Iron in pigs, iron kentledge, spiegeleisen, wrought and cast scrap-iron, and 
scrap-steel of every description, including old iron and old steel railway-bars, 
steel-filings, borings, turnings, steel railway-bar crop-ends, none of which shal! 
exceed twenty-four inches in length, steel ingot, cogged ingot, bloom, slab, and 
billet crop-ends, none of which shall exceed five inches in length, S6perton: P 
vided, That nothing shall be deemed scrap-iron or scrap-stec] except waste or re 
fuse iron or steel that has been in actual use and is fit only to be manufactured 
by remelting or rerolling. 

And in lieu thereof to insert: 

Iron in pigs, iron kentledge, spiegeleisen, and cast scrap-iron, three-tenths of 
1 cent a pound; on wrought scrap-iron or scrap-stee!, $8 aton; but nothing shall 
be deemed scrap-iron or scrap-steel except waste or refuse iron or steel that has 
been in actual use and is fit only to be remanufactured 

Mr.SHERMAN. Theclause was reserved, and I simply want to hav 
the amendment in print so that the Senate may have it before it 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The amendment will be printed 
The question is on agreeing to the amendment of the Senator from Ver 
mont [Mr. MORRILL] to the amendment of the Senator from Delawar 
[Mr. SAULSBURY ] 

Mr. ALLISON. TheSenatorfrom Kansas [Mr. INGALLS] a moment 
ago when he addressed the Senate said that I was mistaken when I as- 
serted that there was an ample power of production of wire in thiscoun 
try. I understand that there is ample provision for the manufacture 
of wire in this country, and in almost every part of this country, but 
from the fact that—— 

Mr. INGALLS. Will the Senator then allow me to inquire, if that 
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is the case and it can be produced at living rates, so that people can | Mr. BECK. I agree that it is right. 


afford to buy it, why do you insist upon the policy of imposing a pro- 
hibitory duty ? 

Mr. ALLISON. I am glad theSenator from Kansas asks that ques- 
tion, and particularly the last part of his question, when he asks me 
why | insist upon putting ona prohibitory duty. I am trying to pre- 
vent just that thing. He does not seem to comprehend what I am 
about with reference to the suggestions I have made. He seems to have 
an idea that I am insisting upon higher duties here. I am endeavoring 
to so regulate these duties as that they shall not be prohibitory upon 
any of these articles, but that they will raise a fair measure of compe- 
tition, which competition of course shall be to the advantage of the 
American producer, 

Wire rods are not produced in this country sufficiently to supply the 
wire manufacturers with wire. That is the trouble. There are four 
or five rod-mills only in this country—one at Johnstown, one at Cleve- 
land, one at Chicago, and another somewhere in the West. I believe 
there are only five of these rod-mills, but there are wire-mills that draw 
the wire everywhere in this country. The Senator from Connecticut 
[Mr. PLATT] mentioned the fact that there is in his State a manufae- 
tory ol wire, 

Mr. SEWELL. I will simply state that there are two in New Jer- 
sey, working about half time at the present. 

Mr. ALLISON. ‘Two wire-mills? 

Mr. SEWELL. Yes, sir. 

Mr. ALLISON. ‘The Senator from New Jersey invigorates me in mye 
position by saying that there are two in New Jersey who are only work- 
ing on half time now. ‘There are wire-mills everywhere but not wire- 
rod mills. However, | submit there will be rod-mills in this country 
in the future, because those here now are making rods; so that there is 
not only an ample supply ef wire-mills, but the competition I submit 
between the wire-mills furnishes us the wire at reasonable rates. There 
is no pretense of laying any patent upon wire. The only thing patented 
is what is known as the barb in its various forms. 

Mr. HOAR. There are patents on machines for making wire. 

Mr. ALLISON. On machines for making it, of course; but there is 
no patent whatever upon the wire itself. The Senator trom Connecti- 
cut speaks of one wire-mill in his State. That wire-mill draws the wire 
trom imported rods and sends the wire to Chicago or elsewhere in the 
West, where barbs are put on by machinery there, and the fence is 
dipped in paint. That is an ordinary process of dipping in paint. The 
galvanizing is another process whereby the wire is run through an acid 
and thus the wire is galvanized. 

I want to say to the Senator from Kansas and all other Senators that 
[am willing to put upon wire such a rate of duty as will enable our 
own people to compete with the people abroad successfully in the mak- 
ing of this wire, but I do not wish, nor will I consent, to the estab- 
lishment of a prohibitory duty upon the importation of steel wire. I 
want such a duty as will furnish a reasonable measure of protection to 
our own people and at the same time furnish a revenue. I did state 
that the rate now is practically prohibitory. | We have reduced it, as 
the Senator from Connecticut says, nearly 40 per cent. If that is not 
enough to make a substantial competition, then let us reduce it further; 
but let us not make wholesale statements, without any knowledge of 
the faets in existence, that the rate proposed by the Finance Committee 
isa prohibitory rate. I do not believe it is so. 

Mr. BECK. Will the Senator, before he sits down, allow me to call 
his attention to something that has troubled me? I may have it all 
wrong; I do not profess to get everything right. If the Senator will 
turn to the comparative table on page 20 he will find this provision in 
the existing law: 

Iron-wire, bright, coppered, or tinned, drawn and finished, not more than 
one-fourth of an inch in diameter 

Which is No. 5, at the highest; not less than No. 16 wire gauge. 
That is the wire gauge we are now fixing, and we agree that iron and 
steel wire are the same price. That wire, by the existing law, coppered, 
tinned, covered with any composition, only pays 2 cents a pound and 15 
per cent. ad valorem. We are now making it pay 2 cents a pound under 
No. 16, and it is proposed to put $11.50 a ton additional, or half a cent a 
pound, which is more than 15 per cent., so that we are really increasing 
the duty over the existing law if we agree to the proviso for coppered 
and tinned wire. I desire to:now if that is not the fact. 

Mr. ALLISON. The steel wire has a higher rate of duty now. 

Mr. BECK. But in the report of the Tariff Commission they are to- 
gether. 

Mr. ALLISON, They are not together in the bill, but it is generally 
understood that the Bessemer steel is as cheap as iron. 

Mr. BECK. Finding the iron wire coppered and tinned only at 2 
cents a pound up to No. 16, and we having made it 16 for this wire, 
and then seeing that you put on another half cent by the proviso, it 
seems to me that instead of taking off 40 per cent. we are actually in- 
creasing it over the existing rate. 

Mr. ALLISON. But the Senator from Kentucky falls into the same 
error that the Senator from Kansas did. I seem to have no faculty in 
making myself understood. I said when I was up before that I thought 





wire ought to be excluded from this proviso. 


Mr. ALLISON. Therefore I happen to be in accord with 
tor from Kentucky on the question of wire. I think that we 
a substantial duty on steel wire, and a duty that will enable our oy, 
producers, as we have a great number of them and ample power of oe 
duction here, to continue the production of wire drawn from the “a 
That we have already provided. : 

Mr. HOAR. Mr. President, it is a great mistake to suppose that ¢)). 
is one, and is left in the bill one of the highly protected industries. The 
Committee on Finance have cut this industry clear down to the quick 
the knife has gone into the flesh. We have reduced it more than 10 per 
cent. 

This industry is peculiarly an American industry, and should remaj . 
so. It is an industry which is growing up all over this country. \Wj,,. 
mills are being built everywhere, and milis for making the barbed wip. 
are growing up in Missouri, in Ohio, at Cleveland, in Chicago, in Pep). 
sylvania, and in various of the New England States. 

The Senator from Kansas [Mr. INGALLS] undertook to denounce th» 
persons who have made these inventions as making extortionate de. 
mands by reason of monopoly, as extortionate patentees who do no: 
manufacture. I deny the charge made by the Senator from Kansas 
Here are hundreds of patents, I think nearly six hundred, on the various 
processes which have gone into the making of this wonderful and may. 
velous industry, from which comes the wire which is coming so yep. 
erally into use to-day. 

Suppose it is true that the workmen and the skilled laborers, why 
are the men who have made these inventions, have received $140.0) 
in a single year; they have saved in that year hundreds of millions to 
the farmers. Here are these farmers all over the country, the grea: 
grazing farms of California and of Texas, the wheat-fields of the North- 
west, the farms in New England and inthe East of the various kinds, 
down to the smallest poor man’s patch, and wherever in the scarcity ot 
lumber it was impossible to make the fields useful or to fence them at 
all, to-day the invention of these workingmen has enabled this cheap, 
economical, durable, and sufficient fence to be furnished to the farmer, ty 
say nothing of the fencing of the railroads. 

Great Britain fora single military conqueror builds the palace of Chats- 
worth or Blenheim, and gives to him and his heirs for a thousand years 
princely revenues, compared to which the compensation given for this 
victory of peace to these men is slight. The man who helps to cover 
the Northwest and the South with these amply protected farms and 
fields is grudged the miserable little pittance of a few thousand dollars 
divided among these numerous inventors. I say the victory which 
these men dwellingin my city and my State and elsewhere have achieved 
over the forces of nature and over the difficulties which beset America 
is a victory a million-fold more deserving of reward than that which 
attended the hero of Waterloo or of Blenheim, and it is a disgrace to 
the country, it is a disgrace to the people which would take a fair, just 
and reasonable, though by no means adequate reward secured by the 
law of the land, from the men who invented and who have secured this 
benefit. Eli Whitney, as I said the other day, multiplied by three the 
value of every acre of land which your constituents till to-day, and he 
could not get a verdict against an infringer of his patent, although the 
sound of the cotton-gin was audible through the open windows in the 
summer when the trials were taking place. 4 

I say again that it is no monopoly; it is no extortion; it is no man 
reveling in wealth. It is six hundred workingmen, skilled laborers, 
men seeking to save their own labor and to do a benefit to the people. 
among whom these royalties are divided. It is the crowning glory, it 
is the crowning achievement of the American Government that it has 
secured to the patentees reasonable and decent rewards so far as it has 
been able to do it for the inventions which have been such a benedic- 
tion to mankind. 

There is not a single thing by which nations are accustomed to be 
compared when they measure their title to dignity or to glory. We do 
not exceed although we equal other nations in military glory by land 
or by sea. We still go to Europe for our literature; we still seek the 
authorities of Westminister Hall, and we still read the Pandects of Jus- 
tinian for the sources of our law. Art and architecture and music 
come to us from afar, but even one thing better than all other things in 
which America has her pre-eminence among the nations of the earth is 
in the inventive arts which have multiplied and increased the blessings 
of the poorest workman’s home. 

I am willing to give to other nations the palm in art and architecture 
and music so that we can but preserve these to my own countrymen 
I am willing that the glory of the palace and cathedral and castle shal! 
never rise on American soil if we can but perfect the architecture 0! 
the people’s dwelling. I am willing that we never shall have hanging 
on the walls of our galleries the paintings which Titien or Raphae! 
have wrought if Heaven but paint with her roses the cheek of our 
factory girls, or that the music of Handel or Beethoven shall not swe!! 
into the domes which Angelo or Wren have builded, but we will at least 
have the music of children’s voices in the well-paid workmen s 
homes, 

It will be a sorry day for the glory of this country when the Amen 
can Congress adopts the cheap and foolish policy which the Senator 
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from Kansas has indicated, and when it denounces these beneficent vic- 
tors, the inventors, as monopolists or extortionists. 

Mr. SHERMAN. I wish I could use the eloquence of my friend trom 
Yussachusetts to appeal on behalf of the poor people who are engaged 
in making steel rods out of which this wire is made. I want to show 
the Senate what it did on Saturday, all for the benefit of wire fence. It 
made the duty on steel rods, from which all the wire in wire fences is 
made, 60 cents per hundred pounds, or $13.44 per ton; and that is the 
main cost of iron wire, three-fourths of it. Those rods, having been re- 
duced to about one-third of an inch or one-fourth of an inch, have to be 
drawn at one simple process of manufacture, done entirely by machinery. 
Thereupon, according to the votes of the Senate thus far, the duty on 
that iron wire, to which but little machine work has been applied and 
at which afew men have been employed, is advanced as follows: No. 12 
wire, the kind that is used for wire fences, which are talked about so, 
much, is $2 per hundred pounds, or $44.80 per ton; and when you add 
the half cent proposed by this proviso it makes it $2.50 per hundred 
pounds more, or $56 per ton; so that the little steel rod which is admitted 
from England at a duty of $13.44 is in its next process of manufacture 
advanced to $56 and some cents a ton. 

The Committee on Finance did not report that, they are not respon- 
sible for it, and in justice to that committee I make this statement: 
They did endeavor to put about the same rate of duty upon steel rods that 
has been put by the law upon steel wire, but the vote of the Senate en- 
tirely deranged their work and I have been sitting by to see what would 
come of it. But the palpable injustice is seen from this plain statement, 
by which an article worth say $30 or $35 or $40 a ton is admitted at a 
duty of $13, and when it is advanced about $10 more a ton the duty is 
advanced to $56.a ton. It is manifestly unjust. 

I do not care what additional duty is put upon thisarticle. It seems 
to me that the relation of harmony of all these duties has been so much 
deranged that we are falling back upon all the inequalities of the old 
tariff. Labor in one form is not protected adequately when labor in 
another form is unduly protected. Then in addition to the cost of this 
wire, before the American fence-builder gets a chance at it, there is 
added a royalty of $16.80 a ton, I am informed, or three-fourths of a 
cent a pound on the wire, and that is to pay for the inventive genius of 
making the barbs and of twisting the wire; so that the duty and the 
royalty together amount to $72.80. 

The Committee on Finance went over this subject with the greatest 
care and made these duties all bear a just relation to each other, and I 
do think if the Senate undertakes to destroy the harmony of that work 
the committee ought not to be blamed. 

So with the article of tin. On tin sheets, the highest form of man- 
ufacture, which is not merely dipped as this wire is, but which is cold 
rolled, with tin veins covering both sides of it, the duty is reduced to 1 
cent apound, The duties on all these various articles have been de- 
ranged and changed in order to gratify the interests of particular local- 
ities or of particular industries, on the whims of the moment. Cotton, 
which is king, is allowed 35 per cent. on the bales that are put around 
it, while the bales put around hay are charged 75 per cent. 

These inequalities have been produced, not by the Committee on 
Finance, not by the Tariff Commission, but by the votes of the Senate, 
which has deranged this iron schedule so that I think the persons who 
supported it at the beginning will hardly know their handiwork. In 
this way all the incongruities of the old tariff which had sprung up in 
twenty years will be continued under thisschedule. Although there is 
a little reduction all around, and this bill is undoubtedly a necessary 
reduction on nearly all branches of this manufacture, I still shall sup- 
port it, though I do not like it. It is yet a good work, although it is 
not the work that was reported by the Tariff Commission or by the 
Finance Committee. 

Mr.SAULSBURY. Mr. President, what is the amendment pending? 

ThePRESIDENT protempore. The amendment pending is the amend- 
ment of the Senator trom Vermont [Mr. MORRILL] to the amendment 
of the Senator from Delaware [Mr. SAULSBURY], which will be read if 
desired. 

Mr.SAULSBURY. No; I understand it now. 

Mr. HARRIS. I should like to have the amendment read. 
understand it exactly. 

The ACTING SecreTARY. In line 736 it is moved to strike out the 
word *‘compound,’’ and in line 740 to strike out ‘‘ one-half’’ and insert 
“one-quarter. ”’ 

Mr. MORRILL. I rather regret that we are constantly going back | 
and debating subjects that have already been decided. In relation to 
this matter there is no sort of doubt that the rates upon iron or steel 
wire have been reduced at least 40 per cent. below the present existing 
rates, and if fencing by iron wire galvanized or barbed wire can be 
cheapened, it will be cheapened by the provisions already established by 
the vote of the Senate. I accepted the suggestion of the Senator from 
Kentucky, which I thought possibly a little too low, as something in 
the nature of compensation for the very considerable addition in the cost 
of the wire that is galvanized. I do not desire to include that which 


I do not 


shall be merely painted, and I trust, therefore, that we may have a vote 
upon this subject without much further debate. 
Mr. BECK. 


Will the Senator allow me a word’? I desire to ask him 


| facturers of wire. 


a question before he sits down. Inline 735, after the word ‘‘enume1 
ated,’’ it rather strikes me that it would be better to insert the words 
*“except wire;’’ so as to read: 

That on all of the kinds of iron or steel, or articles or 
steel, hereinbefore in th 

Mr. MORRILL. That is the very article we 
is galvanized with tin or zinc or lead 

Mr. BECK. I beg pardon. 

Mr. HAWLEY. I believe that the Senate has wisely approved the 
general policy of the reduction of duties. We have reduced the duties 
upon wire; we have legislated in the general direction of cheaper wire, 
at the same time reserving what is probably a suflicient and safe pro 
tection to the American manutacturer; but we passed all that 
The Senator from Vermont has said much of what I intended to say 
We have passed that, and | think wisely passed it, and it isnot, there 
fore, under consideration in connection with this motion 

Another matter has been brought in here. upon which considerable 
time has been spent, with which we have nothing in world to do 
Nothing that we can say or do in connection with this bill will affect 
for one moment the royalty upon the patented barbed wire. The in 
ventors have done something by which they will give the tarmer, we 
will say, a saving of a dollar a rod on his fence—1I do not know; | merely 
use that figure for supposition. If he takes 5 cents out of him tor him 
self, I think it is entirely reasonable, and with that we have nothing 
to do, and we can not affect it by anything we may try to do. Ther 
is only before us the question of a little protection upon the added valu 
given to the wire by galvanizing, and I think the suggestion of thi 
Senator from Vermont is wise and satisfictory and it ought to be 
cepted. 

Mr. SAULSBURY. I hope the Senator trom Kentucky will pertect 
his amendment so as to exclude wire from this increased duty entirely 
whether it be for fencing purposes or any other. The remarks that 
have been made here show that so faras the wire is concerned that is 
used tor fencing the existing tariffis prohibitory, and that the proposed 
tariff in this bill ot 2 cents per pound will also be prohibitory l hope 
that the amendment proposed by the Senator from Kentucky to except 
all wire will prevail. We are talking about the interests of manutiet 
urers, but there are other people in this country besides manufacturers 
We ought to have some reterence tothe consumers of this articl 
cially those who use it for purposes of fencing 

Mr. ALLISON. I should like the Senator from Delaware to tell mi 
or tell the Senate, how he knows that this rate we impose is prohibitors 

Mr. SAULSBI RY. I do not know that it is prohibitory - but the 
statement has been made here, and I think the Senator from Ohio him 
self stated a reduction had been made of the duty on th 
the wire is made and that inures to the benetit of the m 
wire; but I understood the 
wire introduced from 

Mr. HOAR. May IL ask my triend why it is that he 
that a reduction has been made on the rods ? 


Mr. SAULSBURY 
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keeps repe ting 


Yes, a reduction trom the rate proposed by the 
committee has been mad 
Mr. HOAR. Butthe Senator is speaking of a ** reduction,’ implying 
a reduction trom the law 
Mr@SAULSBURY I] will contine it to a reduction from the rate 
proposed by the committee. 
Mr. HOAR. Of course the committee’s proposition is not a law 


Nothing has been imported under that; but when the Senator says that a 


| reduction is made tor the benetit of manufacturers of wire fence, every 


body would understand it to mean a reduction of the existing law, not 
on somebody's proposition. 

Mr. SAULSBURY. I was speaking of this bill as reported from the 
Finance Committee. I say that from the provision which the Finance 
Committee incorporated in reference to iron and steel rods there has 
been a reduction of nearly one-half. Six-tenths of a cent a pound has 
now been fixed by the Committee of the Whole of the Senate, 
the Finance Committee proposed 1 cent a pound. So there has been a 
reduction of nearly one-half from the rate proposed by the Finance Com 
mittee. That reduction inures to the exclusive benetit of the mann 
Now I propose that a corresponding benetit shall 
inure to the consumers of the wire after it has been made, and especially 
as that class that largely consume it are the 
cultural pursuits, who have not come to the Senate, as evs 


whereas 


gaged in agri 
rv manutact 


}* rsons cl 


uring interest in the country has come, wsking for protection. They 
only ask not to be oppressed by your laws, not for protection They 
ask, and I stand here to ask for them, that your legislation shall not 
inure to their oppression. They come in here to ask, not that you shall 
benefit them by protective laws, but that a1 shall not oppress them 
by the legislation you propose. If theSenator from Kentucky does not 
renew his motion to insert in line 735, after the the word *‘ enumerated 


the words ‘‘except wire,’’ I shall do it Do I understand the Senator 


has withdrawn his amendment? 


Mr. BECK I did not offer it I rose to make a suggestion to the 
Senator from Vermont, and finding that he did not receive it I did not 
offer it as an amendment. Theamendment as originally offered by the 


Senator from Delaware I am in favor of. 
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Mr. SAULSBURY. 
which the Senator from Vermont has added an amendment, if it is in 
order, I will withdraw for the present that amendment for the purpose 
of offering the other. 
proposed, whether it would be in order now for me to withdraw my first 
amendment 

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr, FARLEY in the chair). By con- 
sent of the Senate it may bedone. — Is there objection to the withdrawal 
of the amendment? There is no objection and the amendment is with- 
drawn. 

Mr. SAULSBURY. Now, I move, in line 735, to insert afterthe word 
‘‘enumerated ’’ the words ‘‘ except wire,’’ so that the tax proposed on 
the coating process here shall not apply to wire. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The question is on the amendment of 
the Senator from Delaware [Mr. SAULSBURY], as now offered in line 
735, alter the word ‘‘ enumerated,’’ to insert ‘‘ except wire.’’ 

Mr. VAN WYCK. I may have misunderstood the Senator from Mas- 
sachusetts. I desire to know whether his intention is that the duty on 
this wire shall be retained as reported by the Finance Committee. Is 
that Lis proposition ? 

Mr. HOAR. There is no proposition on that subject. 


Mr. VAN WYCK. Is that the Senator’s theory, that the duty on wire | 


shall be retained the same as reported by the committee in this bill? 

Mr. HOAR. That is all past. We have nothing to do with that now. 

Mr. VAN WYCK. ‘Then it is true, as stated by the Senator from 
Delaware, that the reduction of nearly one-half cent a pound on rods 
inures to nobody's benetit but the manufacturers; and symmetry in this 
bill would require that the reduction applied torods should also be ex- 
tended to the wire made from the rods. 

Mr. HOAR. The Senator will pardon me. Here the Committee on 
Finance go over the entire tariffsystem with thousands of different iteins 
and different interests, and they come in and it turns out that they have 
cut down a manufactured article about 40 per cent., while they have 
proposed to raise the raw material of that manufacture, which the man- 
ufacturer imports from England, more than 40 per cent. I have for- 
gotten what the original raising on wire rods was before the Senate cut 
it down, What earthly use is there discussing about the symmetry of 
the committee’s bill or the existing law under which these industries 
have grown up in reference to which they have been formed, a sym- 
metry against the manufacturers? Now you have the wire rod a little 
increased, 10 per cent. I think. 

Mr. VAN WYCK. ‘Then I did not misunderstand the Senator from 
Massachusetts. The Finance Committee, after laboring, concluded that 
the duty on rods 

Mr. HOAR. But the Senate strangled their baby after they had 
labored. 

Mr. VAN WYCK. One part of it; it left the other part alive. The 
Finance Committee, as I understand the Senator to say, had a symmet- 
rical bill; but in making that symmetry they had increased the duty 
on rods nearly one-half cent a pound, and in order to discharge their 
duty also and complete the symmetry of their bill in accordance with 
what they supposed was right, they continued this duty upon wire. 
Very well; that is one proposition. When that bill came tothe Senate 
the Senate as well as the nation were asking some reduction of duty, 
and the Senate reduced the duty one-half cent upon the rod; @nd the 
committee’s bill still, as I understand the Senator to say, continues the 
duty upon the wire; so that in fact no one receives the benefit of this 
reduction of half a centon the rod except the manufacturer. There- 
fore the proposition of the Senator from Delaware is evidently correct. 
The symmetry of the proportions of the bill from the Finance Commit- 
tee can only be continued by reducing the duty on the article of wire. 

Mr. ALDRICH. I dislike to continue this discussion, but I wish to 
say one word in answer to the statement made by the Senator from 
Delaware and the Senator from Kansas in relation to the present rate 
of duty being prohibitory on iron and steel wire. So far from that 
being true, under the present rates 2,000,000 pounds were imported 
last year into this country. This wire paid an average duty of 3.6 
cents a pound, or an average ad valorem duty of 50 per cent. The 
duty has been reduced by the action of the Finance Committee and by 
the action of the Senate down to an equivalent ad valorem duty of 26 
per cent. In other words, we have taken off one-half of the existing 
duty on iron and steel wire. The existing duty is not prohibitory, and 
I should like to know what warrant any Senator has for saying that a 
duty reduced one-half that is not prohibitory at present still remains 
prohibitory. I dislike to continue the discussion, but make that state- 
ment for the benefit of the Senator from Delaware and the Senator 
from Kansas. 

Mr. MCPHERSON. 
it now stands, 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The amendment as offered by the 
Senator from Delaware will be read. 

The ACTING SECRETARY. In line735, after the word ‘‘enumerated,”’ 


the amendment is to insert ‘except wire;’’ so as to make the proviso 
read : 





I should like to have the amendment read as 


Provided, That on all of the kinds of iron or steel, or articles or manufactures 
of iron or steel, hereinbefore in this act enumerated, except wire when galvan- 
ized, or coated with any metal, or compound, alloy, or mixture of metals, by 


I do not know, as an amendment to it has been | 
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| fences have already cost the farmers of the country more than the Jang 








any process whatsoever, there shall be paid (excepting on what are know, 
mercially as tin-plates, terne-plates, and taggers’ tin, and hereint Me 
for) one-half cent per pound in addition to the rates provided in 


° I 
fore provide: 
this rh sae i 
Mr. MORRILL. That would result solely for the benefit of teleor 


: ‘ : raph 
| corporations in this country. :; 


Mr. WILLIAMS. I do not know any greater boon that can be oo), 
ferred on the agriculturists of this country than to have ¢ heap m te 
rial out of which they are to make their fences. The fencing of the 
farms of this country costs more than the cultivation of the land. vo 
itself would sell for. The timber is giving way everywhere, out of wh ch 
the farmers used to make their rails. In the olden time when the oy. 
ests were abundant, every year a farmer chose to add some addition 1 
acres to his fields he made a clearing on the outside, and made the tree. 
into rails sufficient to inclose other grounds. But now all this has passed 
away. Fencing has become one of the most serious difficulties wit) 
which the farmers of the country have to contend. The Senate tho 
other day made lumber free for fencing and other‘purposes, but it was 
especially to furnish the farmers of the Northwest with cheap lumber 
for their fences, their farms, and their houses. 

Now, if I understand the amendment of the Senator from Delawar. 
it reduces the tax one-half cent per pound, which is $11.20 a ton, ay 
enormous saving. Iam for it for that reason. I want the farmers ty 
have some benefit under this bill. They have but few friends any 
where; they have had nobody to manage their interests upon these eor 
mittees or upon the petitions presented to us every day the first thing 
in the morning. 

This wire is a new industry; and let me say to that Senator that po 
farmer would buy now any other wire but this galvanized wire. Ther 
is no galvanized wire imported from abroad at all. All that we get is 
manutactured by our own manufacturing establishments. The wire is 
imported, it is here arranged with the barbs, and it is galvanized atter 
that has been done. The whole of this business is now in the hands of 
a few factories who have bought the patents upon the process. If we 
can in any way cheapen it we ought todo so. I do not know that this 
amendment will interfere with any industry now established in th 
country or with any manufacture, but it will open the way to bring 
foreign competition into our own markets with our own manutacturers 
who now have a monopoly of this whole thing. My object in lowe: 
ing the tariff is not so much that we may have competition among our 
own manufacturers as that we may have the competition of forcign 
makers in our own markets, so as to cheapen and better the quality of 
the goods to our own people. I do not know to what extent it may go, 
for this is comparatively a new industry here, but if there is any protit 
in it (and there must be great profit) some ingenious foreigner will un 
dertake its manufacture also; but if there is none coming in, why object 
to reducing the duty; why insist upon a prohibitory duty if none of 
the article now comes in? 

Mr. President, all the arguments for protection here have amounted 
toarguments in favor of prohibition from beginning toend. Gentlemen 
are not satisfied with encouraging such industries and establishments as 
we have already on hand in this country, but they are for going all over 
the world and hunting up and introducing other new industries and put- 
ting a high tax upon them, all of which is to come out of the pockets of 
the consumers of thiscountry. Iam for this amendment, because I be- 
lieve it will cheapen wire, of which our farmers want to make their 
fences. 

Mr. MCPHERSON. I have heard no argument here except in favor 
of wire for fencing purposes. I should therefore like to inquire of the 
mover of this amendment why he does not confine it to wire used for 
fencing purposes? Why cover the whole field and permit wire of acer- 
tain grade used forany and every purpose to come in duty free, and in that 
way destroy a vast number of mills which have been established in this 
country for the manufacture of wire? 

Mr. WILLIAMS. _I will tell the Senator why I vote for it. It is that 
wire is totally worthless for any of the purposes for which it is used 
except with this galvanized coating upon it, and I think the duty is 
already high enough without this addition here proposed for the gal- 
vanizing. 

Mr. McPHERSON. Galvanic wire is used to-day for telegraphing 
purposes, for all kindsof wire fences, and for a multiplicity of purposes. 
I have no objection to making the wire duty free, so far as this pro- 
vision is concerned, in respect to wire fences. Now, after the word 
“*wire,’’ as pro’ by the amendment of the Senator from Delaware, 
I move to add ‘‘used for fencing purposes.”’ 

Mr. SAULSBURY. How are you to tell when the wire is imported 
for what purpose it is to be used ? 

Mr. MCPHERSON. Say ‘under such regulations as the Treasury 
Department may prescribe.’’ 

Mr. SAULSBURY. It was that suggestion which induced me to 
withdraw the amendment I first offered, because of the difficulty o! 
ascertaining definitely for what purpose wire is to be used that is 1m- 
ported. If you say “for fencing pu ” and add that to my amend- 


ment, I apprehend that‘the whole provision will be nugatory. We have 
already reduced the duty on rods from which the wire is to be made; 
that inures to the benefit of the manufacturers. We have retained the 
duty in this bill of 2 cents a pound upon wire used for any purpose 
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whatever and of any character whatever, galvanized and all, and now 
seek to relieve wire already proposed to be taxed in this bill 2 cents per 
nound from a further imposition of half a cent a pound after it has had 
some coating or some process of galvanizing applied to it. _I believe 
that the tax proposed in the bill of 2 cents per pound is sufficient pro- 
tection to every interest of this country, whether it is engaged in the 
manufacture ot galvanized wire or of wire which is used without the 
coating applied to it. A ve 

Mr. McPHERSON. The Senator from Delaware is in error as to the 
designation that might be made by the Secretary of the Treasury. In 
certain other parts of this bill we find a discretion left to the Treasury 


ons ent; for instance in the case of tobacco. Tobacco used for wrap- | 
Departm ; } 


pers bears a certain duty; that used for filling cigars bears another duty. 


There is a discretion left to the Treasury Department to make regula- | 


tions there. I see no reason why a discretion should not be lett to 


the Treasury Department to make certain regulations by which this | 


wire taken from bogd should give some guarantee that the wire shall 
be used for fencing purposes, and in case it were not used for those pur- 
noses it shall bear the same duty as other wire. 

Mr. INGALLS. But there is no rod manufactured expressly tor the 
purpose of making fence wire. It is the gauge, as I understand, that 
determines the use of the manufactured product. 

Mr. MCPHERSON. That is the very thing of which I complain. 

Mr. INGALLS. 
for use as fencing should be invoiced as telegraph-wire, then does not 


the Senator see that the entire object of the law would be circumvented; | 
that having been invoiced at the custom-house as telegraph-wire it would | 


come in here and then be sold for any purpose that the consignee might 
desire? It is obvious that if the amendment of the Senator from Dela- 
ware is to be effective the definition of fence-wire must not be used, 
but there must be a description by gauge that will include wire that is 
to be used or can be used for fencing purposes. 

Mr. MCPHERSON. That is the very thing of which I do complain. 
I say that this amendment moved by the Senator from Delaware will 
open the entire field and allow all wire to come in without the imposi- 


tion of this proposed duty of one-half cent a pound, for fencing purposes as | 


well as forother purposes. My ideais that of the whole amount manu- 
factured perhaps not 25 per cent. is used for fencing purposes. 

Mr. SAULSBURY. It has been stated here by the Senator from 
Massachusetts that the quantity used now has saved to the farmers of 
this country $150,000,000 annually; and if that be the case there must 
be a very heavy amount of wire now used in this country for fencing 

ua Ss. 
Mr. HOAR. I stated it stronger; the Senator will pardon me. 

Mr. SAULSBURY. It is very evident, as stated by the Senator from 
Kentucky [Mr. WILLIAMs], that lumber is giving out, and a very large 
per cent. of the wire manutactured in thiscountry or imported into this 
country may be applied to the purpose of making fences. 

Mr. MCPHERSON. The Senator should understand that I do not 
ebject to excepting wire made for fencing purposes. I am perfectly will- 
ing to vote for an amendment to that effect; but I do object to opening 
the field so widely as the amendment of the Senator from Delaware pro- 
poses. That is my objection to the amendment. If he can frame an 
amendment that will cover his view of the caseand except fencing wire 
from this additional duty I shall be satisfied. 

I think there has been some extravagant assertion here in regard to 
the amountof saving. I can not understand all thatI hear. I do not 
believe it is exactly true. Thereis unquestionably a saving; but at the 
same time thisis an important industry which is deserving; and if you 
propose to protect anything, if you propose to protect any industry, I 
see no reason why you should strikedown this one and say nothingshall 
be giventoit. I am perfectly willing, with the Senator from Delaware, 
to take all wire used for fencing purposes and let it come in duty free, 
if you please, so faras the galvanizing process is concerned; but I do most 
emphatically protest against opening the field entirely and allowing all 
grades of wire to come in under that schedule. 

Mr. SAULSBURY. I say to the Senator from New Jersey that the 
provisions of this bill now impose $44 per ton upon wire of every grade, 
of every description, and that is beyond the average protection which 
is afforded to the industries of this country. It is not my purpose to 
do injury to any interest; I want that every industry should flourish 
and prosper; but I do not want to see any industry pampered and fos- 
tered at the expense of the great body of agriculturists of this country. 

Now, avery large percent. of the wire imported into this country or 
manufactured here must of necessity in the very near future be used for 
the purpose of fencing farm lands. While there may be a certain per- 


centage used for telegraph and for other purposes, the great body of 


this wire manufactured or imported into this country must at a very 
early period be used for fencing. 

Mr. MCPHERSON. Unlike the Senator from Delaware, I do mean 
to protect some industries. The interest I wish to protect is the labor 
interest of this country. I do not want the laborers of this country to 

placed in such a position that they can not garn sufficient to support 
life. I do not wish to destroy the labor interest of this country. 

The galvanized process applied to wire is another stage of manufact- 
ure. Now, as the Senator affirms, there is asufficient duty on all wire, 
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but there is no separate and distinct provision made for protecting this 
additional stage of manufacture. If the duty which he names is too 
great upon wire, certainly the true policy would be to reduce it, and 
then fix upon this galvanizing process another and additional duty, be 

cause it is a new and another stage in the manufacture, requiring great 
expense and labor t seems to me that the purpose of the Senate is to 
equalize, to make just, to make fair all the different stages of manuthet 

ure; and if the bill carries with it to-day a duty upon one stage which 
is too great, then let 


the Senator trom Delaware propose to reduce it, 
and I shall vote with him; but when he undertakes to draw no distine 
| tion whatever between plain wire and wire galvanized except for his 
own purpose of fencing, there I will agree to make it free for fencing 
purposes, but not for the other and greater purposes for which it is used. 
Mr. DAWES. Mr. President, the proposition of the Senator trom 

| Delaware seems to me to be this: We have fixed a duty upon the wire 
that a foreigner makes and brings into this country Che Senator pro 
poses to offer to that foreigner this privilege You may put upon that 
wire $20 worth of work and of material, and then bring it in at the 
same price you would if you did not put that addition to it.’ If that 
is not offering a premium to him to do his work and put his material 
upon the wire on the otherstage, Ido not understand it; and the Senator 
says he wants todo that inthe interest ofthe farmer! Idonot understand 
| how it would benefit the farmer to say to the foreigner 


If you bring 
this wire in before you galvanize it you shall pay less duty upon it, but 
if you galvanize it and employ your labor there and your material there, 
$20 worth on every ton, you may bring it at just the same price.”’ 
That he thinks will benetit the farmer! Does the Senator from Dela 
| ware have any idea that the farmer will get his wire any cheaper if we 
take this duty off and say to the men on the other side 
| make the wire and you may fix the price? *’ 
| Sir, this is not for to-day, it is for to-morrow and a good many to 
| morrows; and the question is whether the farmer can command a 
| 
| 


‘You may 


cheaper wire when it is made here at home, with all the materials in 

the ground around him out of which to make it. But the idea that it 
| is going to help the farmer to tell the manufacturer abroad, ‘* You may 
put just as much more of additional work on it there as you please, it 
will not cost you any more to bring it in,’’ strikes meas very fillacious 
All the difference in the world will be that we shall be relieved of pet 

forming that work here in this country, and we shall relieve so much 
of our capital here in this country from employment and so many 
laborers. That is all there is to it, and that benetits the 

Mr. MAXEY. Mr. President, I do not think that every nator 
here is informed as to the great importance of this question to the peo 
ple of the West and Southwest. I will make a statement about an in 
terest of which the Senator from New Jersey ought to know and I have 
no doubt does know a great deal. He says he is in favor of labor 
am I. You take a ranch of 50,000 head of cattle. It requires eight 
acres of grazing land to every head of cattle. Eight times 50,000 is 
400,000. You therefore need for a ranch of that many cattle 400,000 
acres of inclosure. Barbed wire to inclose one single ranch of 400,000 
acres is needed for 50,000 cattle, and that is not a large ranch by any 
means. We have several in Texas larger than that, and I may add no 
industry in the whole country is developing more rapidly or in grander 
proportions than the cattle industry in Texas. The grazing lands of 
Western Texas are rapidly passing into the hands of those who seek to 
open up cattle and sheep ranches. 

Take the great interest of wool. These gentlemen from Massachu- 
setts and the Eastern States all want cheap wool. We need the barbed 
wire fence to inclose our sheep ranches also; and the Presiding Oflicer 
{[Mr. FARLEY in the chair] at this moment understands as well as | 
do that in all that grazing country out in Western Texas, in what we 
call the grazing part of the State, next toward your State, sir, we have 
not sufficient timber for fencing. We are bound to use wire, or other 
wise we shall have one man with his forty or fifty or seventy-five thou 
sand head of cattle on one uninclosed ranch and another another 
in proximity uninclosed; then a norther comes along; these cattle are 
feeding on the grass in the same great range, but by the norther they 


farmer ! 


Wy 


sO 


ve 


are scattered and get mixed, and trouble and difficulty ensue \ shot 
gun war begins, as it did in old times. But by the aid of the barbed 


wire fence every man can inclose his own ranch, keep his cattle within 
his own fences, and the result is peace, quiet, and harmony among the 
great cattle-raisers of Western Texas, as is probably true in your State 
and others. 

The system of raising cattle in inclosed ranches has 
anything else to keep the peace among ranchmen 

So if we want to protect labor I say let us protect all labor alike. 
The great mistake which the Senator from New Jersey makes, and it 
has been made all the way through, is in supposing that the only labor 
ef this country worth legislating for is the manufacturing labor. I 
repeat that the agricultural labor is the hardest worked of any in this 
country. 

In addition to these two great industries of wool and cattle, when you 
get out into the agricultural portion of Western Texas, where land is 
too valuable to be devoted to grazing purposes, and is devoted to the 
culture of cotton, of corn and wheat, and of the other grains, there is 
always need of these wire fences, because we have not sufficient timber, 








done more than 
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and that is equally true of a large portion of the best farming lands in 
the State in North, Middle, and Eastern Texas. 

Mr. McCPHERSON. Will the Senater give me one moment to ask 
him a question? 

Mr. MAXEY. Certainly. 

Mr. MCPHERSON. Did the honorable Senator from Texas hear the 
amendment that I offered to the one proposed by the Senator from Dela- 
ware? If he did his remarks would have been entirely unnecessary. 

Mr. MAXEY. On the question of whether they were unnecessary 
or not I propose to judge. 

Mr. McCPHERSON. So far as related to me they were unnecessary. 

Mr. MAXEY. The only reference I made to the Senator from New 
Jersey was in reference to his remark that he wanted to protect labor. 


To that I reply that his definition is cramped. I have not spoken of 


his amendment; and the reply I make to what he said about labor is 
that the man who works in the cotton-field or tobacco-field, in the corn- 
field, or in the raising of wheat, or who lays out on the prairie guard- 
ing cattle and sheep, as many do night after night and day after day, 
in sunshine and in storm, are laborers as well as the blacksmith, the 
carpenter, the saddler, and others in mechanical employment, and just 
as much entitled to be considered by the Senate as the man who works 
in the forge or in the foundery or in the loom. 

Now, in respect to the point made by the Senator from Massachusetts. 
Ife says we should not get these things any cheaper if this protection 
was not put on. Then I ask, in the name of common sense, what do 
you want it protected for? If it does not enhance the price we have to 
pay, what good does it do the manufacturer? Why do you wish a 
foolish thing? Why do you wish to keep on a duty which you your- 
self say does not raise the price of the article upon which that duty is 
laid 

Mr. DAWES. Why, Mr. President, does not the Senator know that 
giving the American producers the market has some beneficial effect 
upon the production, and also by the competition upon the price? 

Mr. MAXEY. I can not quite, at this distance, | am sorry to say, 
understand the Senator. 

Mr. DAWES. ‘The idea of protection is this: not that it raises the 
price to the consumer, but that it gives the market to the American, 
and the market being given to the American, American competition, 
and not foreign competition, brings the pricedown. What, I ask my 
friend, has brought the price of Bessemer steel down in this country to 
an almost unremunerative point ? 

Mr. MAXEY. 1 will begin right there. If the price comes down 
by competition among American manufacturers, then labor in those in- 
dustries goes down with the full in price, and away goes your whole 
theory. There are numerous reasons which have brought down the 
price of Bessemer steel. The tirst—— 

Mr. DAWES. Suppose the Senator lets Bessemer steel go until he 
answers the other. 

Mr. MAXEY. The fall in price, the Senator insists, is the effect 
of competition among American manufacturers. Necessarily this brings 
down the price of labor. I now reply to the next question. Since the 
original discovery of that wonderful Bessemer process of converting iron 
into steel there have been such improvements made in it that, from the 
best information I have, in England to-day they can convert a ton of 
iron into a ton of Bessemer steel at a cost of not more than one or two 
dollars per ton. More than that, they have their factories and machin- 
ery in such condition that they can start in with the ore, and from the 
various manipulations that ore passes into iron and the iron into steel 
and the steel into the steel bar. ‘These wonderful improvements are the 
evidences of triumph of mind over matter, and had more to do with the 
reduction of price than anything else, and the price fell, if I mistake 
not, in England before it did in America. But now, recurring to the 
subject of competition that the Senator speaks of 

Mr. HOAR. May I make a suggestion to the Senator from Texas? 

Mr. MAXEY. | should like to tinish trying to answer the Senator’s 
colleague; but, however, | do not suppose it will be important just now. 

Mr. HOAR. The Senator asks why it is that if this wire is not to be 
any cheaper by the reduction of the duty the American manufacturer 
should complain. It seems to me that it is very much as if the Senator 
should ask why if golden eggs were no cheaper after the goose that laid 
them had been slain the goose should object to the process of being killed. 
He proposes to kill the American manufacture and leave the market to 
the English. 

Mr. MAXEY. If the price falls as a result of American competition, 
as the Senator's colleague asserts, then the price of American labor en- 
gaged in factories necessarily goes down with the fall in price of products, 
and the theory of raising the price of labor by protection is hoist on its 
own petard, and it has no leg left to stand on. 

That suggestion of the Senator is the latest agony on that subject ; 
that is the position of these people who are claiming to be the peculiar 
guardians and protectorsof this protected industry. When the grandest 
man that ever unfurled the banner of protection, with more brain power, 
more will power, more persuasive power than any of them, when Henry 








JANUARY 29, 
to have, munitions of war, clothing, &c., and that when that war Wa 
over if these factories were not protected coming in competition y th 
the old and well established factories, the machinery, and the cheap « wo 
tal of Europe, our factories would be bound to go down, and those ney 
who had from an honest and patriotic purpose put their money iy ¢,, : 
tories would be bound to go down with them. What next? ‘He thoy 
said that so soon as they were able to walk alone he himself wou), ), 
opposed to continuing the protection any further, and he placed th. 
protection alone upon the ground which I stated in the incipiency vs 
his grand American system. Mr. Clay was too good a reasoner to pox 
his case on a theory which defeats itself. 

The other day the Senator from Ohio [Mr. SHERMAN] put it entipely 
outside of that ground and said that capital needs no protection yor 
ought it be protected; that capital was strong enough, and he put it on 
the ground alone that it is the protection of American labor against w}y: 
he calls the pauper labor of Europe. I say if you put it on the grou 
of protection of labor, what is your syllogism? Angerican labor shou): 
be protected against the pauper labor of Europe. The workers in +), 
forge and in the foundery and in the loom are American laborers, gy 
therefore should be protected against the pauper labor of Europe. That 
is thesyllogism. Carry that out. The man who works in the corn-tield. 
the tobacco-field, the cotton-field, the wheat-field is an American laborer. 
and therefore should be protected against the pauper labor of Europe 
The man who cares for and protects cattle and sheep is an American 
laborer, and therefore should be protected against the labor of Europe. 
The blacksmith, carpenter, cabinet workman, and workers in all the 
mechanical industries are American laborers, therefore should be pro- 
tected against the pauper labor of Europe. Thus when you come to 
work it out you have every laborer taxed to protect every other labor 
and who then is benefited? The position is reduced to absurdity. [1 
is not the protection of American labor against the pauper labor of Eu- 
rope that would be protected by the theory of the Senator from Ohio, 
but the protection of certain special industries, worked and manipulated 
by capital, that are to be protected, while the great industry of agri- 
culture, the mining and the mechanical industries and stock-raising are 
not thus to be protected. That shows that the syllogism on which lx 
bases his argument can not stand, but falls of its inherent weakness, 
and yet it is more plausible than the theory of the Senator from Mas- 
sachusetts. 

Now, on the point of killing the goose that lays the golden egy: sir, 
this whole bill shows that that is precisely what these protection people 
are doing in this bill; they are laying this enormous burden upon the 
shoulders of the unprotected workers so heavily that the people through- 
out the length and breadth of this land, groaning under an oppressiv: 
burden, paying into the Treasury $150,000,000 annually more than is 
needed, and vastly more than that under a fallacious system into th: 
pockets of the protected capitalists, will shake this load off. This great 
American people, this giant in strength that has been bound down hand 
and foot by protection is rising in his strength and shaking off the bu 
den, and with it this doctrine of protection. 

The people favor a tariff for revenue, admitting into this country such 
articles of foreign production as any one sees proper to bring, paying 
therefor a fair and just tariff for revenue for the purpose of supporting 
the Government. The protectionists who are thus burdening an over- 
taxed and overburdened American people by cruel, oppressive, unjust 
taxation, are killing the goose that lays the golden egg, and the time 
will roll round in the history of this country when you will find that 
the factories which now flourish in the New England States seeking 
protection, which by the new theory reduces prices and of course the 
wages of the laborer with the reduction in price, will find their way down 
into that grand and glorious country where I live, where we have water- 
power enough to turn the machinery of the whole world, which is never 
frozen over at any period during the whole three hundred and sixty- 
five days of the year, located in the midst of the cotton and the wool 
and the hide, with a soil fertile beyond comparison, producing all that 
man needs to live upon, all the grains, with the cattle upon a thousand 
hills and the sheep producing the wool and the fields of the country 
white with cotton. They will go toa State which has every condition 
in favor of factories and which needs no other protection than wholesome 
laws and what the God of nature furnishes. Yea, they will go to 
many Southern States. 

There, sir, the factories will finally find their way where they need no 
protection except the protection which God gives them, that protection 
which necessarily follows by having the mills, the hide, the wool, and the 
cotton, and every article of food and a salubrious climate all brous!t 
together. That is the only protection that we need. This great water- 
power we have without having to expend millions of dollars in making 
artificial pools; that protection which keeps the ice from clogging 0! 
mills during the winter; that protection which blesses us with the priv- 
ilege of beginning our manutacturing career by making our coarse ¢o!- 
ton fabrics and taking them across to the Pacific slope to your own 
beautiful city of San Francisco, and thence to China and the East Indics 
on a shorter line of railyay than any other manufacturing country 10 


Clay began in 1819, upon what ground did he put it? He put it upon | the world, and bringing back from them the tea and silk and shaw!s. 
and the grand trade and industry of those countries. That is the pro- 
tection we need, the protection which God gives us; in short, a health- 
giving climate, a fertile soil, variety of production, ample water-power, 


the ground that during the war of 1812-'15 with England patriotism 
had caused men to invest their capital in manufactories of such articles 
as the soldiers defending the flag of our country needed and were bound 
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in close proximinty to cheap and w holesome and abundant food, easy 
access to market, and the raw material in easy reach of the mills—these 
with a hardy, energetic, intelligent population and wholesome laws give 
all the protection we need. 
And, sir, coarse cotton fabrics can be made there in our country, upon 
our own water-power, out of our own cotton, and sent by the shortest 
line to the Pacific slope to supply that demand which up to the pres- 
ent time is immeasurable, because the inhabitants of the Mongolian 
race in China and the East Indies are as countless as the sands of the 
sea. When you come to talk about labor, talk about all the labor that 
makes this the grandest and most glorious country on the face of the 
earth; protect all alike, and only by furnishing wise and wholesome 
laws, all obstacles removed, and a free race for all. 

Mr. McPHERSON. Mr. President, I fear very much that the Sen- 
ator from Texas has misunderstood me in the remarks I made a few 
moments ago; and as I permit nobody to misrepresent me, and do not 


us 


| in at 2 cents per pound and 15 pe 


wish to be misjudged by another Senator, I think an explanation is due | 


from me. 

The remarks of the Senator would have been entirely unnecessary as 
applied to me if he had heard the amendment I offered to the amend- 
ment of the Senator from Delaware. 

Mr. MAXEY. The Senator will pardon me. I stated before that 
the only reply was to the Senator’s use of the word ‘‘ labor.’ 

Mr. MCPHERSON. The Senator knows very well that I have not 
used any term in an offensive sense. He has lectured me on my evident 
desire to protect the manufacturing laborer while I left the agricultural 
laborer entirely unprotected. My amendment provides that all wire 
imported for fencing purposes, all used for agricultural purposes, shall 
come in duty free so far as this proviso is concerned. In that way I cer- 
tainly protect the agricultural laborer. 

Mr. MAXEY. I find no fault with that whatever. I will say to the 
Senator from New Jersey I think that is a wise amendment, and I do not 
findany fault with it. I wasspeaking about his views as to protecting 
American labor, and I think he will find when he looks to the Reporter's 
notes that was all I said about the Senator. 

Mr. MCPHERSON. I simply wished to draw a distinction which 
the Senator from Texas will not permit me to do. The distinction is 
simply this: I say of all the wire of that class manufactured and im- 
ported not 25 per cent. is used for fencing purposes. I wish to protect 
the manufacturers of the wire in this country to a limited extent, and 
not close up the vast wire-mills. I wish to fix that distinction upon 
an industry or any number of industries which can well afford to pay 
one-half of 1 cent a pound for the additional cost of manufacture be- 
tween the coarse wire and the galvanized wire. Everybody knows that 
for any purpose for which wire is used galvanized wire is more valuable, 
more costly, more durable, better in every respect than a wire not gal- 
vanized. Under the provision proposed by the Senator trom Delaware 
all classes of wire, galvanized, come in duty tree. What will be the re- 
sult? Wire would come here as galvanized wire and be sold in our 
markets against an unprepared wire. That will be the sum and sub- 
stance of it. 

Mr. BECK. There seems to be a great misapprehension about gal- 
vanizing as being a new thing for which the duty ought to be added to. 
The Senator from New Jersey must be aware that the Tariff Commis- 
sion—and they surely sought to put everything high enough—declared 
over and over again in their report that steel and iron in all their grades 
had come together until there was no distinction. The Bessemer proc- 
ess, the Thomas-Gilchrist, the Siemens-Martins, and all the others had 
brought down the character of the material until they were all the same; 
and we have acted upon that all through; and yet in the present law, 
which has been the law since 1867, the only classification is ‘‘ iron wire, 
bright, coppered, or tinned, drawn and finished, not more than one-fourth 
inch in diameter, not less than No. 16 wire gauge.”’ 

The very thing we are providing for now under which all the cotton- 
ties come in is admitted at 2 cents per pound and 15 per cent. ad valo- 
rem. ‘‘Iron-wire rope, strand or chain, either bright, coppered, gal- 
vanized, or coated with other metals (subject to the same rates of duty 


imposed on iron wire, of which the same are composed), made of iron | 


wire not more than one-fourth inch in diameter, not less than No. 16 
Wire gauge,’’ is now at 2 cents per pound and 15 per cent. ad valorem. 
The committee reduced the Tariff Commission’s report down to 2 cents 
&pound on No. 16. I proposed to reduce it so as to make it 1} cents, 
embracing all the wire rope, and on a call of the yeas and nays, on Sat- 
urday evening, when the Senator from New Jersey was unfortunately 
absent, I was not successful. A few votes from the gentlemen who 
are very zealous now for iron wire would have carried it if they had 
been in their seats. But now the assumption is that we are going to 
let it in free. Iron wire, just as cheap as steel wire, is only taxed 2 
cents a pound, coated, galvanized, and prepared in every form under 
the existing tariff, and 15 per cent. ad valorem in addition; and by vot- 
ing down the amendment I offered on Saturday all that character of 
Wire under No. 16 wire gauge is to pay 2 cents per pound. ‘The propo- 
sition here is to make it pay $11.20 more a ton by this proviso; and 
you are going to starve somebody if you do not put it on, and that 
$11.20 a ton is 25 per cent. upon the value, an absolute increase of all 
this character of wire over the iron wire and iron rope which is imported 
now under the present tariff. 


| 
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Gentlemen have only to look at the iron provision and see that that 
is the fact; and yet the moment we say that the rate we have imposed 
of 2 cents 2 pound upon all that class of wire from No. 16 down is high 
enough, gentlemen say we are going to starve somebody who wants to 
galvanize it or coat it in addition, and you shall not bring it in that 
form fit to be manufactured and the barb put upon it, but you shall go 
through another process 
through that process. 

Mr. DAWES. 


labor abroad 


Mr. BECK itor why it is that under the present 
tariff law wire-rope can be coppered, brightened, valvanized, and brought 


and you shall pay $11.20 more a ton to go 
That is the proposition now. 
And for that $11.20 he can put upon it $20 worth of 


Then I ask the Sen 


r cent. ad valorem, and not starve the 


American laborer? 
Mr. DAWES. 1 answer my friend what is the object of a tat 
at all if it is not to correct what is wrong in the existing law 
Mr. BECK. The object of thistariff bill, particularly as amended by 
the men who appointed the commission and by the commission them 
selves, is to make a reduction of from 20 to 2 


iY bill 


» per cent. over present 
rates, because they say exorbitant war duties were imposed in order to 
guard against the taxes imposed on incomes and manutietures and they 
ought now to be largely reduced. We are now living under an artificial 
system, and instead of reducing, the Senator from Massachusetts thinks 
somebody is going to be starved unless you add 20 per cent. to the war 
rates in defiance of the statements of the commission, in detiance of the 
avowals of what they have done. The Senator trom Massachusetts says 
somebody is going to starve if a man in the West gets any benetit 

Mr. DAWES. The Senator has very frequently told the Senate what 
he understands to be the object of this bill. 

Mr. BECK. And when a Senator asks me a question I tell him the 
truth, and if I can not convince him I can not help it 

Mr. DAWES. TheSenator will let me tell him what I understand to 
be the object of this bill. 

Mr. BECK. I think understand it quite as well. I heard the Sen 
ator from Massachusetts tell the Senator from Delaware a little while 
ago what he understood it to be. 
of it. 

Mr. DAWES. I did not know but that the Senator had had an op 
portunity to give his views 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Doesthe Senator from Kentucky yield 
to the Senator from Massachusetts? 

Mr. BECK. 

Mr. DAWES. If the Senator does not care to know what I want 

Mr. BECK. I should like to hear the Senator very much. [1 will 
give way until he makes another speech 

Mr. DAWES. I tell the Senator that I understand the object of this 
bill is to reduce the revenue to the lowest possible point where the ex 
penditures of the Government will permit it te be reduced, but to so 
reduce it that there shall all along be such a discrimination between 
manufactured articles and raw material that there will be an induce 
ment to manufacture here and not a premium to manufacture abroad 
That is the difference between the Senator from Kentucky and myself. 
Whenever an opportunity to offer a premium to labor abroad is pre 
sented, the Senator from Kentucky is always found on that side; 
always found on the other side. That is the difference between us 

Mr. BECK. [rise simply to flatly contradict the Senator from Mas 
sachusetts, and so far as Lam concerned to deny the fact and to assert 


Now I propose to give him my views 


I have always given way to him 


lam 


| that there is not a word of truth in it 


Mr. DAWES. 
purpose. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. 
floor. 

Mr. DAWES. It is in vain to convince him that he is, but that he 
is is as plain to everybody else, it seems to me, as anything can be made 
plain. I know the Senator does not think he is working in the inter 
est of men abroad, but every man engaged in manuliacture abroad isin 
his interest and takes the liveliest interest in all he does 

Mr. BECK. The statement of the Senator from Massachusetts, | 
again repeat, is utterly and absolutely untrue, so fur as my action is 
concerned. I am seeking to reduce the tariff in the interest of the peo 
ple of this country, and not to put money into the pockets of a few men 
in any corner of it. 

Mr. DAWES. The Senator will understand that I do not impugn 
his motives or his intention. 

Mr. BECK. I understand that the Senator from Massachusetts flatly 
and distinctly avowed that my action was in the interest of people 
abroad, and the Recorp will I deny and denounce. 

Mr. DAWES. I want the Senator to understand distinctly that I do 
not impute to him any intention to serve those people abroad, but 


The Senator is at this moment engaged in that very 


The Senator from Kentucky has the 


how it Chat 


somehow or other they are highly interested in all his efforts and agree 
with me in opinion as to what he is doing 

Mr. BECK Phe Senator from Massachusetts can not get out of the 
suggestion that Iam a knave by saying that Lam a fool, and that every 
body but me knows that fact I denounce that statement also as un 
true. 

I am acting, as I understand it, in the interest of the great body of the 


American people, and I am acting in accordance with the views taken 
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by the Tariff Commission in their report—not carried out, I admit, in 
their bill—tor a reasonable reduction of taxes. When I show the Sen- 
ator and show the Senate that galvanized-iron wire and wire rope, 
which they say is worth as much as steel, is now brought in at 2 cents 
a pound up to No. 16 wire gauge, which embraces all the fencing wire 
of the country, and he now seeks to add $11.20 a ton to it because it is 
galvanized, increasing the present rates over what they are now, I say 
he is not acting in the interest of the American people and in the inter- 
est of the American farmer, but in the interest of some monopoly that 
he has more at heart than he has the good of the people, and a few man- 
ufacturers who have been lauded here, with their $500,000 made out 
of their patents, are to be held up here as the great American people. 

I claim to be as patriotic, I claim to be as honest in my convictions, 
i claim to maintain my views as intelligently as the Senator from Massa- 
chusetts can venture to do his, to the extent of the ability I have at least. 
I have concealed no sentiment; I have sought to break down no in- 
dustry; Lam seeking in this very matter now before us not to reduce 
the rate even to the point the Tariff Commission said they were going 
to do; but when we have war duties imposed upon us, imposed because 
a tax of 5 per cent. was placed upon incomes, a tax of 5 per cent. upon 
manufactures, and taxes upon everything, and we have been told we 
are living under a tariff that could afford reduction in the interest of 
the people, when I insist that galvanized iron wire can be brought in 
now at 2 cents a pound and then will have a protection of 60 per cent., 
I am to be told on the floor of the Senate that I am utterly against the 
interests of American labor! 

The men who are using that wire for their fences all over the great 
plains of the West, as I said this morning, can not raise a bushel of 
wheat nor a bushel of corn nor a bushel of oats, under the laws of the 
Territories that Congress has sanctioned, unless they put up fences to 
guard their little crops against the cattle that are roaming over those 
plains, owned in Chicago, owned in Boston, owned everywhere except 
among the settlers there; and we are now to require them to put up those 
fences or starve, when they are true, bona fide settlers, building up the 
country, unless they can pay 2 cents per pound, $44.80 per ton, and then 
wld another $11.20 because the wire may be galvanized or coated with 
something to preserve it from rust, and that somebody is going to starve 
unless they are forced to pay that amount of money and put up that 
amount of fence they are obliged to put up or not to live at all. 

There are more men in those great Territories that they are set- 
tling up every day than there are wire factories in Massachusetts, 
and all the mills of Washburn and Moen or anybody else connected 
with wire in the State that the Senator represents. They are men who 
have to sell their wheat, their corn, their beef, their butter, their every- 
thing in the markets of the world, and who have to contend with the 
pauper labor everywhere in the prices they get for their products; yet 
when they want to buy wire to put up a fence to raise more, and to 
protect their crops against the cattle that are roaming over the plains, 
they shall not bring it in, so the Senator from Massachusetts says, un- 
less they pay $56 a ton for the privilege of bringing it here to put up 
fences to guard the crops they have to raise next year in order to live; 
and it is said that some manufacturer in New England or some patentee 
of barbed wire is to be starved if they are to be allowed to bring it in 
for a cent less than that. Because I am willing to consent that the 
farmer shall pay $44.80 a ton, that the manufacturer shall take that 
much out of the pockets of the unprotected producers of the crops, who 
have to go abroad, and am not willing to give him $11.20 a ton more 
added to his patents and the patents of the friends who send him here, 
I am to be denounced on the floor of the Senate as a man against the 
interests of American labor and working in such a way’as to induce all 
the men who are seeking to break down the interests of this country to 
be at my back, and if I do not do it with a bad motive I have not sense 
enough to see it! 

I say that all my action is in the interest of the great producers of this 
country. There are five hundred men working in those great indus- 
tries that can not be protected where there are fifty working in the in- 
dustries that the Senator seeks to tax all the people for, and it would be 
just as fair for me to say to the Senator from Massachusetts that he was 
sitting in his seat seeking to break down all the farmers of America, all 
the producers of the cotton and petroleum and tobacco and grain, of 
everything that has to go abroad and that constitute 85 per cent. of all 
we sell, and to take out of their pockets their hard earnings by refusing 
to let them buy what they need for less than 50, 60, or 75 per cent. 
more than it is offered to them in the market where they are obliged 
to sell, and doing it to put money into the pockets of a few of his friends, 
as it is for him to charge me with working in the interests of people 
outside of the United States. 

I have a right to my views; I have a right toexpress them. I have 
done so freely and fairly and I have opposed a reduction wherever I have 
believed that any item was being brought down below what was a rea- 
sonable protection, if you please, as in the interest of Russian sheet-iron, 
where the Senator from Massachusetts sought to make the duty 2} cents 
a pound. I rose in my place and voted against it, or offered to do so, 
when he withdrew it. When the Senator from Georgia [Mr. BARRow ] 
sought to make cotton-ties free, although there is much reason in it, I 
said no; the present rate is right; I desire an equality of burdens. Now, 
when I say the farmers of the great West, who are using this iron wire 
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and are compelled to use it and can not live without it, are 
ily enough when they pay $44.80 a ton duty on galvanize: 
I am to be told that I am seeking to break down American labor y hyo: 
not a pound of barbed wire can be put up without paying $15 a ‘ . 
royalty to a firm in Massachusetts, and a Massachusetts Senator. | “* 
about to say, had the audacity and had the assurance to rise and goon. 
a Senator representing a people equal to his own with operating arin: 
the labor of this country ! is 

When the pending proposition was made by the Senator {yom }),) 
ware thas SAULSBURY] I thought it was right. The Senator |... 
Iowa [Mr. ALLISON] expressed his approval of it; the Senator 
Kansas [ Mr. INGALLs] expressed his approval of it. I believe thew», at 
mass of the Senate agree with it, and I am willing to stand upon th 
yeas and nays of the Senate to see whether or not, after we have Joon 
allowing galvanized iron wire, wire rope, and everything else to , a 
in at 2 cents a pound with only 15 per cent. added, and we are yoy 
making it 2 cents a pound, as high as the present tariff makes it, t}. 
war tariff that everybody proposes to reduce, we shall strike off the 15 
per cent. ad valorem instead of adding the $11.50 a ton or 25 or 30 pe: 
cent. tariff. I am willing to take the sense of the Senate upon the yeas 
and nays upon that question. 

The suggestion of the Senator from New Jersey, to add **; xcept 
brought in for fencing purposes,’’ will be of no value because the wire 
has to go through the process of barbing under the patent of the Massa. 
chusetts Senators or the friends of the Senators from Massachuseits 
before it can be made into fencing wire; and there is no way of detinitely 
ascertaining that it is for fencing purposes when it comes in. [ think 
the Senator from Texas was misled a little when he agreed with th, 
Senator from New Jersey that he was willing to confine it to fencins 
wire, for there is nothing that comes in of a distinctive character as {enc 
ing wire until it goes through the process; it is only wire {fit for tha: 
purpose; which may embrace a thousand other purposes, and the Treas 
ury decisions would include it all if that limitation were put upon it 

I repeat that after the Senate voted down the proposition to put a)! 
this character of wire under 16 wire guage at 1} cents a pound duty, as 
it ought to have agreed to, and would have done if the Senator tro 
New Jersey and a few other gentlemen who are now very anxious in 
the interest of farmers had been in their seats—for it was only deteated 
by about three votes—I say when that was made 2 cents instead of 1! as 
it ought to have been made, to seek to impose another half cent a pound 
upon it, $11.40 a ton, is against the interest of all the men who have to 
use those articles. 

Mr. DAWES. Mr. President, the Senator from Kentucky seems to 
be unusually as well as unduly angry. I endeavored in a few words 
which I uttered here a few moments ago to do two things: to do «hs 
lute justice to the Senator’s integrity, to the Senator’s intentions, an 
also to show in a few words his mistake. The Senator says that ly 
will not be justified as tohis purposes. He insists upon it that he does 
see the effect of his proposition. 

When every importer in the land stands at his elbow and furnishes 
him with his arguments and with his specimens, which he brings into 
the Senate Chamber in their interest, he insists upon it that he knows 
what the effect of his action is. Then it must be one of two things, 
either the men behind him do not know, or he does intend to mak« 
such a condition of things here as will promote the interests of those 
who bring manufactured articles here to sell. It is either one thing or 
the other. 

I have labored with the Senator a good while in this and the other 
branch. I never heard the Senator speak five minutes on the subject 
of the tariff but what he charged my constituents with being thieves 
and extortionists, and an effort on my part to create for them a mo- 
nopoly of work in this country. When I tell the Senator to-day that 
one of two things was true, that he did not know the effect of what 
he was doing, or he was doing this, and I did not believe he intended 
to do it, he flies into an awful passion about it and insists upon it 
that he must be a friend of the American laborer, when he takes the 
employment out of that laborer’s hands. I do not think still, not- 
withstanding what the Senator says, that he desires to do that; I do 
not believe for a moment that the Senator desires to take work out of 
the American laborer’s hands; but I do still think, notwithstanding 
what he has said to-day, and notwithstanding what he has said a hun- 
dred times over in the last fortnight, that when he puts a condition of 
things like this, that you can bring a manufactured article into our 
market from abroad and pay less duty than you do on the material o! 
which it is made, it is utterly impossible for him to make intelli- 
gent men see that that does not offer a bounty to the labor employe! 
abroad. He can not do it, because it is true that it offers a bounty to 
labor abroad; it to that extent takes employment out of the laborer 
here at home. He may amplify, he may talk about his love for the poor 
laborer the live-long day; but until he can demonstrate that that 1s 
true it is idle for him, and I had rather believe that the Senator is blind 
than to believe that seeing it he still persists in it. 

The Senator talks about how much it costs the poor farmer out 1D 
the Western country to fence in his land, and his denunciation of tls 
duty upon wire he seems to think is aimed at some patentee in ™) 
State who gets something upon the wire after it is brought here or alter 
it is made here. It has no effect upon that question. That question 


taxed heay- 
1 iron wire 


irom 
irom 
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is summed up in this: That patentee furnishes to his farmer every rod 
of his fence a dollar cheaper than he could otherwise have it; and be- 
cause the patentee takes 5 cents out of every dollar and keeps it him- 


self and gives 95 cents of it to the farmer, my friend from Kentucky | 


thinks he serves the farmer by denouncing that patentee for taking out | growth and prosperity of our country, and will continue to do so 


| I am not the slave of protection: I 


5 cents of the dollar which he saves for every rod to the farmer, and 
my friend from Kentucky thinks the farmer needs to be detended against 
that man. That is all there is to that, sir. ; 

Mr. BECK. Mr. President, only one suggestion of the Senator from 
Massachusetts needsanswer. If that statement was true, then I should 
pe false to the best interests, as I think, of the American workman. 
He says I propose in this case to allow the raw material to come in at 
a higher rate than the manutactured article, and by allowing the raw 
material to come in higher than the manufactured article I am against 
American labor. If his statement was true his conclusions would be 
correct; but, unfortunately for him, on Saturday evening we allowed the 
jron and steel rods out of which the wire is made for the wire fences to 
be imported into this country at six-tenths of a cent a pound, or $13.44 
a ton, reducing it from what the committee had reported, $22.40 a 
ton, or 1 cent a pound, to $13.44 a ton; and in the very next line after 
doing that we placed a duty on the manufactured product of $44.80 a 
ton, making a difference in favor of the manuiacturer of $31.40 on the 
finished product more than was placed upon the raw material. 

I thought it was well enough to contradict as bold a statement as the 


Senator made that I had voted to place a higher tax upon the raw ma- | 


terial out of which the wire was made than I[ had upon the wire itself, 
for even my proposition of 1} centsa pound was $32 a ton on the finished 

roduct as against $13 for the raw material. I could not quite afford 
to allow the country to understand that I had done what the Senator 
said. 

Mr. DAWES. I want the Senator to understand what he means. 
Wire without being galvanized he proposes shall pay so much. Ie 
proposes that any man who will put $20 worth of labor and material on 
it in the shape of galvanizing it may bring it in at the same rate of 
duty. 

Mr. BECK. The iron rod out of which the wire is made comes in at 
six-tenths of 1 cent a pound. ‘Two cents on the finished material will 
pay for the galvanizing, the coating, and everything else; even under 
the present tariff it was all that was allowed the iron wire or wire rod, 
except 15 percent. The result will simply be to get the very best article, 
because the manufacturer here being allowed his raw material at six- 
tenths of 1 cent a pound, and obtaining $44.80 on his product, can manu- 
facture it, galvanize it, do everything else with it, and still undersell 
anybody who has to pay $44.80 a ton for competing with him, and no- 
body is going to bringin ungalvanized wire at that price. That is what 
I say. 

Mr. DAWES. The question is not what the present tariff is. The 
question is not what we put upon the raw material, this ungalvanized 
wire. That is not the question. The question is whatis the difference 
the Senator proposes to make between ungalvanized and galvanized wire. 
If he makes no difference he makes it an object to put the galvanizing 
upon it where labor is cheaper and where the material which is put on 
in the galvanizing process is cheaper and no duty paid upon it. He 
makes that inducement. That is what led me to say that the Senator 
offered a bounty to work abroad against work here. 

Mr. BECK. If the Senator will allow me one word in regard to 
these poor starving industries in Massachusetts, a Senator, to whom a 
note was addressed by a leading New England gentleman who knows 
the fact very well—I will neither name the Senator nor the gentle- 
man—hands me this note: 

I call attention to the fact that the stock of the Washburn & Moen Wire Works 
of Massachusetts— 

For whom the Senators plead— 
sells and is scarce at $200 per share—the par is $100—and declare dividends of 
20 per cent, 

These are the poor starving men who are to be driven out of employ- 
—_ if the farmer gets his wire in, even galvanized, at $44.80 a ton 

uty. 

Mr. DAWES. Will the Senator please to explain what that which 
Washburn & Moen put upon the wire after it is brought here or after 
it is made here has to do with the duty upon the wire itself? 

Mr. BECK. It means that the iron wire comes in now coated and gal- 
vanized at 2 cents a pound, and has been coming for the last twenty years, 
and has still enabled Messrs. Washburn and Moen to raise their stock 
from 100 to 200 and to divide 20 per cent. and to make $500,000 out of 
this industry; and as we do not propose to put it any lower we do not 
care to give them $11.20 a ton more than they are getting now, as they 
are not starving. 

Mr. DAWES. Itdoesnot make any difference to the Washburn and 
Moen patent whether the wire comes in free or paysaduty. That 
makes no difference at all with that process; and because the Senator 
can not reach that patent he makes faces at somebody else. 

Mr. MORRILL. Mr. President, we have now consumed about three 
hours upon this inconsiderable question. I think it is time we should 
take a vote upon it. 


I desire to call the attention of the Senate to the fact that the amend- | 


lator 
from Kentucky; that is, to reduce the rate proposed in the bill to on 
fourth of a cent per pound. Iam in favor of protection to American 
industries, because I believe that it has contributed immensely to the 
; but 
I donot declare in favor of protection 
lor protection’s sake for the reason that that exigency has not yet arisen, 


ment proposed by me was the very suggestion made by the Sen 


| and I do not think it will arise, certainly not until we have extinguished 





our public debt; nor will it arise until we shall have need of less appro- 
priations for our public expenditures. The Senator from Kentucky 
comes in here a young man, but with the economical policies of a past 
generation. I desire to say to him and to others that this question is 
no longer a New England question, or a Northern question, West- 
ern question. Many of these industries are gravit iting Southwest 

Ere long iron and cotton will require that the labor to pro luce them, 
which will be, as I think, in the Southwest, shall have some protection 

In fact, I do not believe that there is any State in this Union that does 
not desire the introduction and the growth of manu! 


ora 


actures, and it is 
for the protection chiefly of the agriculturists, not mainly for those 
engaged in manufactures, that protection should be accorded. It is in 
order that there shall not be the entire population of this country en 
gaged in one single pursuit, but that some of them shall be engavzed in 


other pursuits where they will become consumers of agricultural prod 
ucts. 

Mr. President, I do not desire to pret into a general disceu 1 
every item of the bill, but I ask whether we have not consumed tim 
enough this morning on this question to take a vote upon it, and I re 
call the attention of the Senate again to the faet that I have acct pted 
the suggestion of the Senator from Kentucky to put this ata quarter of 
a cent a pound more than the wire not galvanized, when the 
sion recommend 1 cent. 

Mr. LOGAN. Betore the vote taken I 
from the Committee on Appropriations. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. 

ARMY 


COMDILIS 


is desire to make a report 
The Chair will receive it. 
BILI 

Mr. LOGAN. Iam directed by the Committee on Appropriations, 
to whom was referred the bill (H. R. 7077) making appropriations for 
the support of the Army for the fiscal year ending June 30, 1884, and 
tor other purposes, to report it with sundry amendments. I ask that 
the bill be printed as proposed to be amended, and I will state to the 
Senate that at a very early day I shall call it up and ask to have it acted 
upon. I do not think it will take very long to dispose of it 

Mr. MORRILL. At what time? 

Mr. LOGAN. Idonot desire to interfere with the revenue bill, but I 
shall call it up the first opportunity where it will not interfere with the 
business of the Senate. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The bill will be placed on the Calen 
dar, and the amendments as reported will be printed under the rule. 

Mr. LOGAN. Iam directed by the Committee on Military Affairs, 
to whom was referred the bill (S. 2269) to increase the efliciency of the 
Army of the United States, to report it in connection with the Army 
appropriation bill, in order that it may be called up then. 

AMENDMENT TO A BILL. 

Mr. COCKRELL submitted an amendment intended to be proposed 
by him to the bill (H. R. 7327) to establish post-routes; which was re 
ferred to the Committee on Post-Offices and Post-Roads, and ordered to 
be printed. 


APPROPRIATION 


INTERNAL-REVENUE AND TARIFF DUTIES. 

The Senate, as in Committee of the Whole, resumed the consideration 
of the bill (H. R. 5538) to reduce internal-revenue taxation. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Is the Senate ready for the question 
on the amendment of the Senator from Vermont [Mr. Morriti]? 

Mr. BECK. I donot propose to take any more time and I do not ex- 
pect I should have said one word on this amendment but for some ques 
tions asked me on Saturday and again to-day by the Senator from Mas- 
sachusetts; but I again deny once for all that the notions I have are 
the notions of a past generation or that they are not being accepted by 
the world. I believe we have to liberalize our comnierce, we have to 
reduce our taxes, we have to be able to sell as low as other people in 
order to control the trade of China, Japan, and the Indies, as we shall 
whenever we do trade fairly and upon reasonable terms. When I am 
seeking to reduce the cost of this article of wire and other articles to 
the farmers, I am seeking to reduce to the manufacturer as well the 
price of his sugar and his blankets and cotton and his raw material, 
and everything that is necessary to enable him to pull off his coat and 
work on terms like other people. The antiquated notion of the world 
is the one now adhered to by the Senator from Vermont. It has not 
been fifty years since England had a protective tariff on everything. 
She drained the American colonies until she would not allow them to 
make a horseshoe nail; she would not allow any but English ships to 
eome into her ports, and she would not allow a coastwise trade. 

Mr. MORRILL. 
practices free trade. 

Mr. BECK. I can name no other country that has quadrupled her 
commerce. There is nobody else that we can not compete with except 


But the Senator can name no other country that 








1708 


CONGRESSIONAL RECORD—SENATE. 





JANUARY 29, 





that single country. I hold her tariffin my hand. There it is in half 
a column, £20,000,000, nearly $100,000,000, drawn from liquors, tea, 
cotlee, and tobacco. That is the whole tariff. I will send it tothe Re- 
porter to ln incorporated in the Recorp. 

Mr. MORRILL. I will relieve the Senator from having his article 
published by reading the English tariff myself and showing what every 
article is that they protect, that they have a duty upon; and on every 


article but one it is a specific duty: 





Lad 
Ale or beer, specific gravity not exceeding 1,065° per barrel........... 08 0 
Ale or beer, specific gravity not exceeding 1,090° per barrel.......... ll 0 
Ale or beer, specilic gravity exceeding 1,090° per barrel .. 16 0 
RE SE Lee ee ee Ce Ai 0 


toer, spruce specitic gre wity note xcceding 1,190° ctnenenen wee » wee ® 
















eer, spruce, exceeding 1,190? per barrel............sscccccesscessessssesessesceecees 1 40 
Cards, p laying, per dozen packs.. stiles 3 9 
Chicory (raw or kiln-dried), hundre dweight. sien 13 3 
Chicory (roasted or ground), pound..............0. ‘a povdinepeioenmanes 0 2 
Chioral hydrate, pound ..... puigiepeksnanmsywantnbabbinncmipengsbincen woaune 1 3 
Chloroform, pound..... widhhnsphiddleeegetaticanianeeis 3 0 
Cocoa, pound... sbiudenaacds 01 
Cocoa, hundredwe ight, husks and ‘she iis eehanes haindiaiiainiiat cotta 20 
Cocoa paste and chocolate, pound.................. vanes conn 0 2 
Coffee, raw, hundredweight. nicely ideaaiia vitae 14 0 
Coffee, kiln-drie dl, roasted, or qpound, pound pdkcieds teamneeeieevapinaenhibeieis 0 2 
Collodion, gallon “a seniditntibeiintalitiiniiitaianienptinieimnie 1 4 
Nssence of spruce, 10 per ce nt. ad valorem. 

Ether, iodide of, gallon. 13.0 
Ether, gallon ; 1 5 
Fruit, "dried, hundredwe ight.. 7 0 
Malt, per quarter.. 140 
Naphtha, purified, gallon. 10 5 
Pickles, in vinegar, oe nevinigteleptiniep aiaaiindacas 01 
Plate, gold, ounce “ 17 0 
Plate, silver, ounce , 1 6 
Spirits, brandy, Geneva rum, “ke. , gallon . 10 5 
Spivits, rum, from British colonies, oe . 10 2 
Spirits, cologne water, gallon......... 16 6 
Tea, pound.. 0 6 
Tobacco, unmanufactured, pound... : ” 3 13 
Tobacco, containing less than LO " recent of moisture, pound 3 6 


‘ ‘avendish, or negro-head.. = 
Other manufac tured tobace _ RR ERR eae 8 RS ASS Ee 
Snuff, containing more than 13 per cent, of moisture, pe. 
Snuff, less than 13 per cent. of moisture, pants... : 
Tobacco, cigars, pound = 
Varnish, containing alcohol, gallon 
OES TR AIA LOE IGE RL. ALOT ELE LEE IY FORTE 
Wine, containing less s than 26° proof- I ints cmreretnatnnvnieiacns 
Wine, containing more than 26° and less than 42° spirit, gallon ethieneines 
Wine, for each additional degree of strength beyond 42°, gallon... 








- 
ie Cuneo 
o 


~ 


It will be seen that Great Britain imposes a protective tariff upon all 
of these articles, and every one but one is a specific duty. 

Mr. BECK. I have sent the British tariff to the Reporter, request- 
ing that it be incorporated in the REcorD, 

The paper submitted by Mr. Beck is as follows: 


The British tariff. 


RATES OF ALL TAXES AND IMPOSTS 


From which the imperial revenue of the United Kingdom was raised, together 


with the gross amount yielded by each tax or impost, showing the total gross 
revenue in the year ending on the 3lst day of March, 1882, with the costs and 
charges for collecting the same, under each head, these charges being de- 
ducted, and leaving the net amount of revenue; and of the aggregate revenue 
collected in the previous ten years. 


|Compiled from Mr, Slagg’s Return No, 350, session 3 (in continuation of Parlia- 
mentary Paper No. 393 of session 2, 1881), ordered to be printed August 11, 
1882; with alphabetical rearrangement, and comparative statements of totals 
for the year preceding and summary for nine prev sous years. ] 








$E5 _ BA. 
soe . aad 
iy ef | Sen 
SS = f se 
g =“ fo) 
Beer (old duties to April 4, 1881) | |£ a. d, | £ 
And ale, not exceeding 1,065 degrees per bar- | 
IN a ccnensnisiscusnrenseiesqninmimerenrrwens ) (;0 8 0) 
Not ex ing 1,090 degrees per barrel........... |} 17%6<| il 71 
NI Rehichchtnsanebinashaninadnennsericeckbcimninsacentek |) Uo 16 Of | 
Beer and ale Gaane satiet : P Saas 
Worts, not exceeding 1,215 por re f160 
Exceeding 1,219 degrees per —., 4} 1,880 i} 110 He 2, 874 
Of other sorts, the worts being 1, po degrees, | 
and so in proportion 11,694 | 6 6 3, 823 
TE fa 7 43% 208 
Cards: 
Playing, per dozen packs.....................0...... ‘s 3,494 3.9 65 
Chicory : 
Raw or kiln-dried per hundredweight............ 104,759 | 13 3 69, 413 
Produce of the Channel Isles....................0+ | satpnaitaiaintenticdl 12 i snsiaiaieatil 
Roasted or ground, ami _— | 239,208, 0 2 1,993 
Chocolate, per pound .. - vin | 825,110; oO 2 | 6, 876 
ee -| 11,055,216 01 46, 063 
- ag and shells, per hundredw eight ........... 5, 389 | , 0 539 
Coffee 
Raw, pe ee ate } 277,329; 14 0 194, 188 
Kiln-~dried, roasted, or ground, per pound...... 14,417; O 2 145 
Fruit, dried : 
Currants, per hundredweight 930, 274 7 0 325, 610 


Figs, plums, and prunes, 


ITED stneissdsenbnbcumsneiienssinbiabiansinatitietds 121, 0 
Raisins, pe r hundredwe ight .. pe 





409,539; 7 0 | 148,855 


*And eowesia in proportion, 


0 42, 692 | 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 








i=] a 
-—— i } 
= 
=,* Oy 
Fit —s 
Sax di 
Bea ~ 
Plate : s. d. , 
Gold, per ounce troy 569 017 0 rae 
Silver, per ounce troy 583, 603 6 e iM 
Spirits, and alcoholic articles. me 


To April 4, 1881: 
Rum, &c., of and from British possessions, 
I ee vcicardcsecuanbicdinrsnnniniaivinhinetiiadcl } 46, 508 10 2) 
Rum, from country of production, pergallon..| 827 10 2 23, 643 
Rum, not from country of production, per | 
SIIIEN cnactitescahesilk shimemhinis ailmeaseioabaadenatnnesmiauniesatnin | 50 10 
Brandy, per proof-gallon . 4 25,557 | 10 


non 




















IN tie ocaisiatss maniatibioann 1,754| 10 5 ——- 
Tafia, of or from French Colony ..............0..scsseee|sessesseesseseensnes | 10 2 i 

IIIT iveccctrarssaniveinrnsnibsdosinsntonnapuicansnasacuie | 1, 463 10 5 mi 
Methylated Giaviwuansmene wal 0 5 - 
Sweetened or mixed .................cccceceeccseeeeecseres 23; 10 2 re 

From April 5, 1881: | = 
Brandy, per proof-gallon..........................sse80 3, 087, 346 10 4 | 1 5a.17 
Rum, per proof-gallon...... | 4,291,007} 10 4 | Q'917°14 
Geneva, proof-gallon ..... | 214,368; 10 4 "110 “{ 
Unenumerated, per proo I 

Not sweetened or mixed.........................0006 | 444, 388 10 4 290 6/4 

Sweetened or mixed .....................00ccceceeeeeeee 21, 604 10 4 “10 9x9 
Liquors, cordials, or other preparations con- | 

taining spirits in bottles not tested for as- | 

certaining the strength...................ccceeeeeees 4,355) 40 034 
Perfumed............00.0..00000 24,513) 16 6 20, 2%) 
oe 92; 4 0 6% 
Chloral hydrate, per pound <a 16,058 | eS 1,004 
Chloroform, per pound ....... 61 30 9 
Collodion, per gallon...... of 14 0 I; 
Ether, per gallon................. “l 231/150 og 
Ethyl, NI MINE EINE... cncnccncusiceannnnoentiiionseueseenbensoeses 13 0 a 
Naphtha, purified, proof-gallom................. ccc |eeeeeees 10 4 
Soap, transparent, OS EE: | 0 3 6S 





Varnish, ed alcohol, per gallon (to | 
April 4, 1881)... 
Tea, per pound 
Tobacco, unmanufactured : 


12 0 89 


° 136 
| 159, 133, 861 0 6 | 3,978.34 


















Containing 10 per Cent ..................ccecseseeceseseees 48, 922, 045 3 6 | 8.561.374 
Or more moisture ........ ond 330 J 3 6 63 
Containing less...... Be ( 310 
Free, for manufacture in bond................-. 458, 470 |.............. 
Free, for agricultural purposes ......................  \ § eee 
Tobacco, manufactured : 
eee | 1,189, 482 | 5 6 7.08 
Cavendish or negro-head, of foreign manu- | 
facture, per pound oul 28, 856 410 6,9 
Cavendish or negro-head, of home manufact- 
EUR IIIIIEE 3 connnd sanaieunins anctonagetaneestonatydiaceaes | 32,094 | 4 4 6,044 
Other manufactured ............0c:cecccceeeeeeeee | 132,285, 4 4 28, 649 
Admitted free for agricultural pu |g 
Snuff, containing more than 13 per cent. of | | 
moisture, per 100 pounds................0.cceeeeeees de, { 
Snulf, containing less, per pound. .................... } 34 410 5 
Vege table matter applicable to the uses of cof- 

fee and chicory (roasted and ground, mixed) | 

from January 9, 1882, per pound ..................... 50, 930 o 2 i 
Wine: | 

Of less than 26 degrees of proof-spirit, per 

TEEN 5 TRI As eA NR ORT 7, 709, 072 1 0 B85, 03 
26 degrees, and not less than 42 degrees, per | 

STIIIIN iii cihous eeeceiadintabiaaeatinadibeatendaitbindsioonsss 7, 863, 806 26 O82, 774 
Of 42 degrees, per gallon (with 3d. additional | 

for each degree beyond 41). ................:cc0.c000! So4 2 6 123 
| Charges on goods delivered from the ware- | | 

houses for home consumption, namely— 

Tobacco, per cent. on amount of duty............)..cccscceeseeeeees 2 6 17, 116 
IIIT iinsainnichinechinincmcttiaiieMiliiaediinianmnnaintintegaitn 5 0 23, 287 





Aggregate amount, &c., of customs revenue Jor eleven years. 


















= _ & 1 4 ee 

3 == i $2) 

ow 8 me 

. a ~2e ¢ | ? 35% 

Years ending March | g See Ss Se sits 

3l— .) o = 3 z 

a | Eee z B ee 

Zz Zf5 y 3 ete 

-) co © a Saw 

& & % 6 Z25 
1872 552,915 | £207,600 | £20,255, 255 | £1,023, 431 | £19,231, $2 

1873 274,962 | 301,428 | 20,973,534 | 1,010,628 29, 962, 
1874 593,647 | 274,557 | 20,319,090 | 1,034,997 284,03 
1875.. 469,096 | 122)543 | 19,346,553 | 1,015,926 18,331, 001 
1876.. 293,937 | 108,630 | 20,190,307 | 1,023,201 19, 174, 2% 
1877. 994,882 | 102,761 | 19,892,121 | 1,019,385 | 18,878,274 
1878....... 146,958 | 107,034 | 20,0891924 | "995/260 19, 050. 107 
1879......... 446,994 | 101,519 | 20,345,475 | 1,005,049 19, 346,229 
1880......... | 19,252,747 | 81,661 | 19,171,086 | 1,005,556 18, 165,53) 
Iss. 19, 306,439 | 95,650 | 19,210,789 | 1,019,742 18, 191,08 

1882 . 19,386,081 | 108,755 | 19,277,326 | 1,035,570 = 158,241 








Mr. BECK. What the Senator from Vermont read proves exactly 
what I say that beer, wines, alcoholic liquors, coffee and its substitutes, 
tea, and tobacco, with the exception of a little upon dried fruits, torn) 
the British tariff, and she is not a very unimportant nation in the com- 
merce of the world when we are paying her $130,000,000 a year to do 
our carrying trade. That is quite an important matter. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The question ison the amendment 0! 
| the Senator from Vermont [Mr. MorRILL]. 
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line 
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| 
Mr. SAULSBURY. The amendment of the Senator from Vermont | 


was an amendment to an amendment which f offered this morning. | 
Thatamendment was withdrawn with the understanding that the amend- | 
ment of the Senator from V ermont would fall with it, and then I of- 
fereda subsequent amendment in lieu of theone which Ihad previously | 
offered and to which the amendment ot the Senator from Vermont does | 
pot apply. 1 have no objection, however, to first takinga vote upon the | 
pro nosition of the Senator from Vermont. 

Mr. MORRILL, Itwill make nodifference. I think theSenator had 
better allow my amendment to be voted upon first. 

Mr. SAULSBURY. Iam perfectly willing that it should be. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The question now before the Senate 
is the amendment of the Senator from Vermont, which will be reported. 

The PRINCIPAL LEGISLATIVE CLERK. In line 736, after the word 
“or,”’ it is proposed to strike out the word ‘‘ compound;”’ in line 737, 
after the word ‘* whatsoever,”’ to insert ‘‘ not including paints; ’’ and in 
line 740, to strike out ‘‘one-half’’ and insert ‘‘ one-fourth of 1.”’ 

Mr. BAYARD. Let the question be divided, and let us vote upon 
the first amendment. That is a very good one. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. A division of the question being called 
for, the question will be first taken on the amendment of the Senator 
from Vermontin line 736, before the word ‘‘alloy,’’ tostrike out ‘‘ com- 
pound;”” so as to read: 

When galvanized, or coated with any metal, or alloy, or mixture of metals, 
by any process whatsoever. 

Mr. WILLIAMS. Is that an amendment to the one offered by the 
Senator from Delaware ? 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. It is not. The Senator from Dela- 
ware withdrew his amendment by consent of the Senate. 

Mr. WILLIAMS. The vote on this amendment does not affect the 
amendment of the Senator from Delaware, I understand. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. It does not affect the last amendment 
offered by the Senator from Delaware. The question is on agreeing to 
the first amendment of the Senator from Vermont. 

The amendment was agreed to. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The next amendment of the Senator 
from Vermont is, after the word ‘‘ whatsoever,’’ in line 737, to insert 
the words ‘‘not including paints,’’ and in line 740 to strike out ‘‘one- 
half”’ and insert ‘‘ one-fourth of 1.”’ 

Mr. MORRILL. The last amendment is the one the Senator from 
Delaware desires a separate vote upon. Let the question be taken upon 
the amendment in line 737 first. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The question is on the amendment 
in line 737, to insert the words ‘‘ not including paints.”’ 

The amendment was agreed to. 

Mr. MORRILL. The question now comes up on the amendment in 
line 740 reducing the rate proposed by the Tariff Commission and by 
the Finance Committee. 

Mr. BAYARD. Let that amendment be reported. 

The PRINCIPAL LEGISLATIVE CLERK. In line 740 it is proposed to 
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strike out ‘‘ one-half’’ and to insert ‘‘one-fourth of 1;’’ so as to read: 
One-fourth of 1 cent per pound in addition to the rates provided in this act. 


Mr. BAYARD. Isubmit to the honorable Senator from Vermont 
that there is an advance in the grade of manufacture and in the propor- 
tion of labor bestowed that would by the one-half cent proposed by this 
amendment raise the duty to an average of 37 per cent. ad valorem. 

My object in the tariff bill has been a plain one throughout, to pre- 
serve so far as we could a proportion in duty, so that where you start 
upon a crude material and add to the value by advanced processes of 
labor there the rate of taxation in the tariff should accompany the 
advance in the labor bestowed upon it. 

I have here from some persons whom I know, one firm, McDaniel, 
Harvey & Co., who have the chief seat of their works in Pennsylvania 
and Maryland, the statement that if half a cent contained in this pro- 
viso stands, it will give an ad valorem duty of 37 per cent. upon this 
manufacture. If that beso, what are you to say upon reducing it when 
you put upon pig-iron a tariff of very nearly 60 per cent. ad valorem ? 

Therefore, as I have striven from the first to the last that there shall 
be some faint thread of a principle running through this law, something 
to which you can apply the various processes, it seems to me that it 
would be out of proportion, that it would be entirely disproportionate 
to place the ad valorem duty upon the galvanized process of wire at 
34 per cent. instead of leaving it as the bill now stands at 37. Ishould 
say, to my great surprise in differing on this question with my friend 
from Vermont, that it is better that the tax should stay at half a cent 
additional than at a quarter of a cent. 

_Mr. MORRILL. Very likely the Senator from Delaware may be 
right, but having joined hands with the Senator from Kentucky, who 
has almost frightened me out of my propriety this morning, I shall not 
desert him on this vote. 

Mr. BAYARD. I hope the amendment will not be agreed to. 
should stand, according to my theory, at one-half cent. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The question is on agreeing to the 
amendment of the Senator from Vermont [Mr. MorriLv]. 

The amendment was agreed to. 


It 


| 
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The PRESIDING OFFICER: The next question is on the amend 
ment of the Senator from Delaware [Mr. SAULSBURY], which will be 
reported. 

The PRINCIPAL LEGISLATIVECLERK. Afterthe word ‘‘enumerated,”’ 
in line 735, it is proposed to insert the words ‘‘except wire.’ 

Mr. SAULSBURY. The object of that amendment is to take wire 
out of this provision, which requires that where there is coating placed 
upon it of any description there shall be a duty of one-fourth of 1 cent 
as now fixed by the amendment of the Senator from Vermont, the ob- 


ject of my amendment being to secure the. cheapest possible fencing 


material to the farmers of this county. 

Mr. MORRILL. Having once wired in the fourth of 1 cent a pound, 
the Senator from Delaware proposes that we shall wire it out, and that 
this article which is particularly intended to be included shall be ex- 
cluded. I trust we shall do nothing of that short. 

Mr. MCPHERSON. I now call attention to my amendment offered 
to the amendment of the Senator from Delaware. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Chair would suggest to the Sena- 
tor from New Jersey that his amendment was not formally offered. 

Mr. McPHERSON. I will now move to insert after the word ‘* wire”’ 
the words ‘‘ used for fencing only.”’ 

Mr. HOAR. How can a duty depend upon the subsequent use of 
an article the design of which is not apparent from its quality when it 
comes in, when the same article can be used for different purposes? 

Mr.SAULSBURY. I suggest to the Senator from New Jersey to put 
his amendment ina shape to apply by numbers. Under the phrase- 
ology now suggested, ‘‘ used for fencing purposes,’’ it would be so hard 
to determine at the custom-houses that it would practically amount to 
nothing. 

Mr. MCPHERSON. I confess that I do not really know the sizes of 
wire used for fencing as designated in this bill. 

Mr. SAULSBURY. Iwill inform the Senator from New Jersey that 
the sizes are between 5 and 16. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The question ison the amendment of 
the Senator from New Jersey to the amendment of the Senator from 
Delaware. 

Mr. SAULSBURY. 
his amendment. 

Mr. MCPHERSON. I am informed that the gauges of wire used for 
this purpose are between the numbers 5and 16. I will therefore move 
to insert after the word ‘‘except wire’’ the words ‘‘ used tor fencing be- 
tween gauges 5 and 16.”’ 

Mr. HOAR. Why does the Senator from New Jersey think that 
should beexcepted? Is itany morejust to pay a bounty to the foreigner 
who makes that kind of wire than any other? 

Mr. McCPHERSON. I do not know that it is, except in this regard 
I am certain, for my part, that it should not all be exempted, but there 
seems to be a demand here that wire used for fencing purposes should 
be exempted. Iam willing, so far as I am concerned, to submit to that 
demand, but I am not willing to include all wire. 

Mr. PLUMB. If the Senator from Delaware and the Senator from 
New Jersey want to include fencing wire they do not want to include 
No. 5. No. 8 is the lowest number, I think, which is used for that 
purpose. 

Mr. BECK. Between 8 and 13. 

Mr. PLUMB. Nineis perhaps the most usual number, though | 
think 8 is often used. It certainly ought not to be any lower than 8. 

Mr. McCPHERSON. No lower than 8 and no higher than 13. 

Mr. DAWES. Then it would be necessary to put a penalty on the 
use of any other wire. 

Mr. PLATT. IfI can have the attention of the Senator from New 
Jersey for a moment I should like to inquire of him whether this would 
include telegraph wire? I do not suppose the telegraph companies are 
such poor people that we need to legislate specially in their behal! 

Mr. MCPHERSON. Between gauges 5 and 16. I was informed; now 
I am again informed that it is between 8 and 13. _ I confess I do not 
myself know what sizes of wire are used for fencing, as designated by 
numbers. If I can be informed on that point accurately, I can then 
prepare the amendment according to the suggestion of the Senator from 
Delaware. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. In what form does the Senator from 
New Jersey propose his amendment ? 

Mr. MCPHERSON. I move to amend the amendment by adding 
after ‘‘except wire’’ the words “used for fencing only between sizes 
and 13.”’ 

Mr. MORRILL. That is precisely the size that is used for telegraph 
wires—exactly the same. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The question is on the amendmentof 
the Senator from New Jersey [Mr. MCPHERSON ] to the amendment of 
the Senator from Delaware [ Mr. SAULSBURY]. 

The question being put, a division was called for; and the ayes were 


The Senator from New Jersey is going to modify 
* rn . 


23 
Mr. MORRILL. I ask for the yeas and nays. 
The yeas and nays were ordered, and the Principal Legislative Clerk 
proceeded to call the roll. 
Mr. HAMPTON (when Mr. BUTLER’s name was called) 





My col- 
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league [Mr. BurLer] is paired with the Senator from Iowa [Mr. Mc- 
DILL]. On this question my colleague would vote ‘‘yea.’’ 

Mr. GARLAND (when his name was called). Iam paired with the 
Senator from Vermont [Mr. EpMUNDs]. If he were here, I should vote 
"yea." 

‘Mr. MITCHELL (when his name was called). 
Senator from Virginia [Mr. JoHNsTON ]. 

Mr. SAWYER (when his name was called). I am paired on this 
question with the Senator from Mississippi [Mr. LAMAR]. If he were 
present, I should vote ‘‘ nay.’ 

Mr. HLOAR (when Mr. SHERMAN’S name was called). The two Sen- 
ators from Ohio [Mr. SHERMAN and Mr. PENDLETON ] are paired. 

Mr. GARLAND (when Mr. WALKER’s name was called). My col- 
league [Mr. WALKER] is paired with the Senator from Colorado [Mr. 
HiLu]. If my colleague were here, he would vote “ yea.”’ 

The roll-call was concluded. 

Mr. VOORHEES. A pair has been arranged for myself with the 
Senator from Michigan [Mr. Ferry]. I would vote ‘‘yea’’ if not 
yaired. 

' Mr. DAVIS, of West Virginia. Iam paired with the Senator from 
Minnesota [Mr. WinpoM]. I announce the pair for the day, so that I 
shall not have to announce it again. 

Mr. ROLLINS (after having voted in the negative). I desire to with- 
draw my vote. Iam paired with the Senator from Florida [Mr. JonEs]. 


I am paired with the 


The result was announced—yeas 27, nays 27; as follows: 
YEAS—27. 
Barrow, Farley, Jackson, Saulsbury, 
Bayard, George, Jonas, Slater, 
Beck, Gorman, McPherson, Vance, 
Call, Groome, Maxey, Van Wyck, 
Camden, Grover, Morgan, Vest, 
Cockrell, Hampton, Pugh, Williams. 
Coke, Harris, Ransom, 
NAYS—27. 
Aldrich, Conger, Hoar, Miller of Cal., 
Allison, Davis of Il1l., Ingalls, Miller of N. Y., 
Anthony, Dawes, Jones of Nevada, Morrill, 
Blair, Frye, Kellogg, Platt, 
Cameron of Pa., Hale, Lapham, Plumb 
Cameron of Wis., Harrison, MeMillan, Sewell 
Chilcott, Hawley, Mahone, 
ABSENT—22. 

Brown, Garland, McDill Sherman, 
Butler, Hill, Mitchell, Voorhees, 
Davisof W.Va., Johnston, Pendleton, Walker, 
Edmunds, Jones of Florida, Rollins, Windom 
Fair, Lamar, Saunders, 
Ferry, Logan, Sawyer, 

So the amendment to the amendment was not agreed to. 


The PRESIDING OFFICER. The question recurs on the amend- 
ment offered by the Senator from Delaware [Mr. SAULsBURY ]. 

The question being put, there were on a division—ayes 25, noes 23. 

Mr. MORRILL. I ask for the yeas and nays. 

The yeas and nays were ordered, and the Principal Legislative Clerk 
proceeded to call the roll. 

Mr. LOGAN (when his name was called). On this question I am 
paired with the Senator from North Carolina [Mr. RANsoM]. Were he 
here, I should vote ‘‘nay.’’ 

Mr. McDILL (when his name was called). On points of difference I 
am paired with the Senator from South Carolina [Mr. BuTLER]; but on 
this I vote ‘‘yea,’’ as he and I agree. 

Mr. MCPHERSON (when his name was called). May I inquire if 
we are voting on the amendment of the Senator from Delaware? 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. That is the amendment. 

Mr. MCPHERSON. After the word ‘‘enumerated,”’ in line 735? 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. That is it. 

Mr. MCPHERSON. I vote ‘‘nay.”’ 

Mr. MITCHELL (when his name was called). 
the Senator from Virginia [Mr. Jomnstron]. 

Mr. ROLLINS (when his name was called). 
Senator from Florida [Mr. JongEs]. 

Mr. GARLAND (when Mr. WALKER’s name was called). My col- 
league [Mr. WALKER] is paired with the Senator from Colorado [Mr. 
HILL]. If my colleague were here, he would vote ‘‘yea.”’ 

The roll-call was concluded. 

Mr. HARRIS (after having voted in the affirmative). During my 
absence the Senator with whom I was paired transferred his pair to the 
Senator from Michigan [Mr. Ferry] and he in turn transferred it to the 
Senator from Delaware [Mr. SAULSBURY] during his absence. I find 
that the Senator from Delaware and I have both voted on this roll-call. 
As I feel bound to take care of the pair of the Senator from Michigan, 
I withdraw my vote. Before the result is announced I should like to 
ask the Senator from New Hampshire if the Senator from Florida [Mr. 
JONES] is paired with any Senator? 

Mr. ROLLINS. I just announced my pair with the Senator from 
Florida [Mr. Jonrs). 

Mr. HARRIS. Then J believe I shall pair the Senator from Michi- 
gan with the Senator from Florida, and the Senator from New Hamp- 


Iam paired with 
I am paired with the 


Mr. ROLLINS. 
Mr. HARRIS. 


Very well. 
I will let my vote stand ‘‘yea.”’ 
Mr. ROLLINS. I vote ‘‘nay.’’ 
Mr. SAWYER. I am paired to-day with the Senator from Missis 
sippi [Mr. LAMAR] on all questions, I reserving the right to vote oanines 
adjournment and to make up a quorum. I announce that for the day 
The result was announced—yeas 29, nays 25; as follows: as 


YEAS—29. 
Allison, Garland, Jackson, Vance 
Bayard, ieorge, Jonas, Van Wyek 
Beck Gorman, McDill, Vest, P 
Camden, Groome, Maxey, Voorhees, 
Cockrell, Grover, ae, Williams. 
Coke, Hampton, . 
Davis of IIl., Harris, Saulsbury, 
Farley, Ingalls, Slater, 

NAYS—25, 
Aldrich, Dawes, Jones of Nevada, Morrill, 
Anthony, Edmunds, —— " Platt, 
Blair, Frye, MeMillan, Rollins, 
Cameron of Pa., Hale, McPherson, Sewell. 
Cameron of Wis., Harrison, Mahone, 
Chilcott, Hawley, Miller of Cal., 
Conger, Hoar, Miller of N. Y., 

ABSENT—22, 

Barrow, Ferry, Logan, Sawyer, 
Brown, Hill, Mitchell, Sherman, 
Butler, Johnston, Pendleton, Walker, 
Call, Jones of Florida, Plumb, Windom. 
Davis of W. Va., Kellogg, m, 
Fair, Lamar, Saunders, 


So the amendment was agreed to. 

Lines 742 and 743 were read, as follows: 

Steel in any form, not specially enumerated or provided for in this act, 3 
cents per pound. 

Mr. ALLISON. I move, in line 743, to strike out “3” and insert 
‘*23,’’ so as to conform to what has been already done. 

Mr. BAYARD. I move toamend the amendment of the Senator from 
Iowa by making the duty 1} cents a pound, and I will state why I make 
that motion. 

The steel schedule in this bill is more elaborate than ever found its 
place before in a tariff law in this country or any other country as far 
as elaborate tariffs are concerned. We have provided in this schedule 
for almost every imaginable stage of steel manufacture and preparation, 
and this duty of 3 cents a pound proposed by the bill, reduced to 2) by 
my friend from Iowa and proposed again to be reduced by me to 1), 
would virtually place all anenumerated articles of steel at a higherrate 
of duty than almost any other, however advanced in manutiacture. 
Three cents a pound is $67.20 a ton; 1} cents a pound is $33.60 a ton. 
The Senate have already voted upon the matter of steel rails made by 
the Bessemer process a duty of less than 1 cent a pound—I think three- 
fourths of 1 cent. Your legislation, to be sensible and just, must be in 
contemplation of existing facts. The pace of modern invention in the 
reduction of crude ores by a single process to the condition of stecl has 
been so rapid and so complete within the last ten years that it may be 
stated almost with safety that to make steel or to make iron is simply 
a question of the will of the manufacturer without increased cost for 
material. How utterly outof proportion to lay a tax of $6 a ton upon 
pig-iron or scrap-iron, what may be called iron in its crude state and 
first step of manufacture, and then by this provision to lay a duty of 
more than eleven times as much upon that which can be produced by 
the same process without any material increase in the cost of produc- 
tion? 

I suppose that every member of the Senate has been furnished as I 
have been with letters stating the progress of invention under what is 
called the Siemens-Martin process, used principally in Germany, where- 
by the very combustion of the ore and of the metal is assisted by its 
own components, so that the very phosphorus which is fatal to the iron 
becomes the agent for making the iron purer and better in the course of 
the process. This is the triumph of modern invention, of human inge- 
nuity for man’s benefit, and yet the American tariff attempts to exclude 
the American people from the benefits of modern invention. 

At page 24 and 25 of Mr. Oliver’s statement before the Committee on 
Finance will be found his statement—I will not call it an explanation— 
but his statement as to why the Tariff Commission chose to put this 
egregious and exorbitant tax of $67.20 a ton upon all such steel in every 
shape as may have escaped their ingenuity in making out their schedule. 
I have oftentimes in praise of a man heard it said that what he did 
not know about a subject was not worth knowing. That is a common 
phrase; and I have a strong impression that what these able and skill- 
ful and ingenious manufacturers of steel and iron, who were properly rep- 
resented by Mr. Oliver, do not know of their own interests on this sub- 
ject it is scarcely worth while for any one engaging in that industry to 

uire. 

When I look over the action of the Senate, I see steel rails put at some- 
thing like $18 a ton, corrugated steel put at 1.6 cents a pound, crucible 
cast-steel at 2 cents, and slabs at arate much less than 2 cents per pound 
I find that crucible cast-steel, that steel, as I understand, which requires 
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shire and I can both vote. 





the presence of charcoal in its manufacture, not above 5 cents per pound 





1883. 





in value is put at 1} cents; valued at 5 cents per pound, which is $11@a 


ton, we propose to put a duty of $33.60 per ton, something in a fair pro- | 


portion to both protection and revenue. Not above 9 cents in value it 
is put at 2 cents per pound, and above 9 cents at 2} cents per pound, 
this being crucible steel, the most expensive form in which steel is made. 
My friend from New Jersey will find it at line 667 of the bill. 
“| mean to say that this general measure of taxation is preceded by 
specific schedules of taxation arranged after very careful consideration 
of the subject, and yet at the end they propose to throw a drag-net, not 
over the past only, but over the future, for that is what Mr. Oliver re- 
fers to when he says the tariff is not made for existing exigencies of 
trade, but it is made for the future. 

Mr, OttverR. I say I do not know of any article to-day which is imported or 


made in this country which escaped us. 
* * * ~ # * * 


In making this general clause so high we intended to make them hold tothe 
old names, and not endeavor to get ahead of the law, though it will not be used. 
Youmake the rate high, and you compel them to keep to specific names. But 
there was no intention of catching anything, because, as I say, we named every 
article we thought of, and to-day there is no use for that clause, but there may be 
next year. 

Desiring to preserve a proportion in the scale of tariff duties, desiring 
that there shall be a fair equity resting upon the burdens of all produc- 
tion and of all consumption in this country, that there shall be, as I 
said this morning, some vague thread of a principle running through 
this law which we can apply to the various duties, I submit that it is 
utterly absurd to apply a duty of 3 cents per pound or $67.20 a ton upon 
all non-enumerated productions of steel, when the whole schedule has 
been so sifted, so examined, so arranged, and all by the Senate, at a rate 
far inferior to that which is now proposed. I submit to my friend from 
Iowa that he can scarcely find a steel product specially enumerated, be- 
cause of its importance and of its advance in the process of manufacture, 
that is taxed so high as he now proposes to apply to the vast unknown, 
if it be vast, and I do not think it is very vast, for what Mr. Oliver and 
associates do not know about the various forms of steel is not worth in- 
quiring about to-day. I say a tax of $33.60 per ton upon the produc- 
tion of steel is a fair and reasonable and full tax. 

Mr. ALLISON. I quite agree with the Senator trom Delaware that 
the present schedule with reference to steel is a very extensive one. 

Mr. BAYARD. Very elaborate. 

Mr. ALLISON. It is elaborate in every way. 
almost everything that is now imported. 
committee was too high. I do not kuew but that the rate suggested 
by me was too high. It certainly would be upon thé lower grade of 
steel known as Bessemer steel and steel made by kindred ‘processes. 
And in order that there may be absolute fairness, I will modify my 
amendment by inserting 30 per cent. ad valorem, and then let the steel 
come inasitcan. I trust the Senator from Delaware will accept that. 

Mr. BAYARD. That is the present tariff. 

Mr. ALLISON. I know it is, and it certainly is as low as we can 
afford to go. 

Mr. BAYARD. I would rather vote for that than I would for the 
specific duty here proposed. 

Mr. ALLISON. I will modify my amendment, then. 

Mr. MCPHERSON. May I ask the Senator from Delaware a ques- 
tion? 

Mr. BAYARD. Certainly. 

Mr. MCPHERSON. On line 678, on ‘‘crucible cast-steel,’’ ‘‘ valued 
above 5 cents and not above 9 cents per pound,’’ the duty is ‘*2 cents per 
pound ; valued at above 9 cents per pound, 2} cents per pound.’’ That 
refers to a certain kind of steel, ingots, blooms, slabs, &e., &e. Now 
we go on to line 742, that we now propose to amend “‘steel in any 
form ;”? meaning, of course, any form other than the exact form desig- 
nated; ‘‘not specially enumerated in this act.’ I want to know by 
what process of reasoning the Senator concludes that if, in a certain 
form as that in line 681, it shall demand 2} cents per pound, as already 
fixed, while in line 742, the same quality of steel shall only be sub- 
jected to a duty of 1} cents per pound. 

Mr. BAYARD. It is not the same quality of steel. 

Mr. MCPHERSON. Why not? 

Mr. BAYARD. The schedule from line 667 to 682 covers the highest 
class of erucible-steel. It is from this class that the finest articles of 
machinery are made, that the finest cutlery is made. It is adapted to 
the production of the highest degree of skill and labor in articles com- 
posed of steel. Therefore it has all been enumerated. Why, then, should 
you put steel, in any form not specially enumerated, at a higher rate 
than you have proposed and adopted for the most expensive class of care- 
fully prepared steel? I think the proposition of the Senator from Iowa 
is vastly more acceptable; it is vastly more just. I shall, with pleasure, 
vote for 30 per cent. ad valorem, for then I shall know, in a certain de- 


It covers, perhaps, 
I think the rate fixed by the 


gree, what we areabout; whereas if we put it 2} or 3 cents a pound we | 


shall not. 

Mr. MCPHERSON. The Secretary of the Senate has informed me 
that the item referred to was not changed at all except as indicated by 
the bill handed me, in line 679: 


Valued above 5 cents and not above 9 cents per pound, 2cents per pound; val- 
ued at above 9 cents per pound, 2} cents per pound. 
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| This wholescheduleisarranged very largely upon the form, not quality, 
of the steel, the form of blocks. For instance, a block less than a certain 
number of inches in size and less than certain pounds in weight is to beat 
a certain duty for a specific purpose and one well understood. Now, | 
submit that in line 742, if you propose to apply that rule, you should 
change the phraseology entirely. Instead of saying ‘“‘steel in any 
form’’ you should say ‘steel of any quality not specially enumerated 
or provided for in this act,’’ because it is specified as to form where rates 
are fixed as to form. 

Mr. ALLISON. Does the Senator from New Jersey think that un- 
less the word ‘‘quality”’ is inserted there will be some trouble about 
the highergrades of steel? 

Mr. MCPHERSON. In the former sections we provide for steel of a 
certain size and certain weight. 

Mr. ALLISON. Then I submit to the Senator from New Jersey that 
the way to correct it is to strike out ‘‘in any form’ and say: 

Steel not specially enumerated or provided for in this act, 30 per cent. ad va- 
lorem. 

I think that covers everything. 

Mr. MCPHERSON. I think the use of that phraseology is entirely 
unnecessary. 

Mr. ALLISON. Well, strike out ‘tin any form”’ and say 

Steel not specially enumerated or provided for in this act, 30 per cent. ad va 
lorem. 

Mr. MCPHERSON. I have no objection to striking out those words. 
Perhaps that would be an improvement on my motion. 

Mr. ALLISON. I suggest, then, thestriking out of the words ‘‘ in any 
form.”’ 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The question is on the amendment 
just suggested by the Senator from Iowa. 

The amendment was agreed to. 

Mr. ALLISON. Now I move to strike out ‘'3 
and insert ‘'30 per cent. ad valorem.’’ 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. 
draw his amendment? 

Mr. BAYARD. Yes; I think that is better. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The question is on the amendment of 
the Senator from Iowa. 

Mr. MCPHERSON. In the whole metal schedule the commission 
has, I think, very wisely adopted a specific duty instead of an ad va- 
lorem duty. Ishould like to inquire why in this particular case there 
is a deviation from that well-known rule, which I believe to be a good 
rule? 

Mr. ALLISON. Does the Senator address himself to me? 

Mr. MCPHERSON. Yes, sir. 

Mr. ALLISON. The reason is that there is a great variety of price, 
for steel, dependent upon the quality and grade of it. This bill pro- 
vides 3 cents per pound; I suggested a reduction to 2) cents; the Sen- 
ator from Delaware suggested a further reduction to 14 cents per pound, 
and made a very excellent argument showing why 2} cents per pound 
would be a very high rate upon a class of steel that might be imported; 
and so it occurred to me that the best way is to hold to the present law, 
| which simply makes an ad valorem according to the value and quality. 
| The PRESIDING OFFICER. The question is on the amendment 
offered by the Senator from Iowa [Mr. ALLISON]. 

The amendment was agreed to. 

The clause from line 744 to line 756, inclusive, was read, as follows 

Provided, That all metal produced from iron or its ores, which is cast and mal 
leable, of whatever description or form, without regard to the percentage of 
carbon contained therein, whether produced by cementation, or converted, cast 
or made from iron or its ores, by the crucible, Bessemer, pneumatic, Thomas 
Gilchrist, basic, Siemens-Martin, or open-hearth process, or by the equivalent of 
either, or by the combination of two or more of the processes, or their equiva 
lents, or by any fusion or other process which produces from iron or its ores & 
metal either granular or fibrous in structure, which is cast and malleable, except 


ing what is known as malleable iron castings, shall be classed and denominated 
as steel. 


} 
| 
| 


cents per pound”’ 


Does the Senator from Delaware with- 








The clause from line 757 to line 761 was read, as follows: 

No allowance or reduction of duties for partial loss or damage in consequence 
of rust or of discoloration shall be made upon any description of iron or steel, 
or upon any partly manufactured article of iron or steel, or upon any manufact 
ure of iron or steel. 


Lines 762 and 763 were read, as follows: 


Argentine, albata, or German silver unmanufactured, 25 per cent. ad valorem 


The clause from line 764 to line 779, inclusive, was read, 

Copper, imported in the form of ores, and copper cement, 2) cents on each 
pound of fine copper.contained therein ; regulus of and black or coarse copper, 
3} cents on each pound of fine @opper contained therein; old copper, fit only for 
remanufacture, clippings from new copper, and all composition metal of which 
copper is a component material of chief value not specially enumereted or pro 
vided for in this act, 3 cents per pound; copper in plates, bars, ingots, Chili or 
other pigs, and in other forms, not manufactured or enumerated in this act, 4 
cents per pound; in rolled plates, called brazier's copper, sheets, rods, pipes, 
| and copper bottoms, and all manufactures of copper, or of which ry oe shall 

be acomponent of chief valuc, not specially enumerated or provided for in this 
act, 35 per cent. ad valorem 


Mr. BECK. I merely desire to suggest that that whole coppersched 
ule is too high. We have reduced it from the present rate, it is true, 
but it is in all its forms absolutely prohibitory at the present rate as 
well as at the rate proposed in the bill 


as follows 


If there is to be any cheap 
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ening of articles made out of copper or of which copper is the principal 
component clement, the duty ought to be reduced a good deal lower 
that it is now. There ought to be some chance for some competition in 
order to reduce prices to a reasonable rate. 

Mr. MORRILL. I hope there will be no motion to meddle with this. 
The rate fixed is 25 per cent. less than the existing law. 

Mr. BECK. Iam not going to make any motion in regard to it, but 
it is prohibitory now at the rate proposed, just as it is at the rate in the 
existing law, and the prices are unnecessarily kept up of everything 
connected,with copper. I do not think that it is my duty to make 
every motion. 

Mr. SAULSBURY. | ask the Senator from Vermont if that provis- 
ion covers copper fastenings of vessels ? 

Mr. BECK. Of course. 

Mr. SAULSBURY. We are talking about relieving our shipping in- 
terests and benefiting the carrying trade. It seems to me there ought 
to be some exception made in behalf of that particular interest of cop- 
per fastenings and sheathings in the construction of ships. 

Mr. MORRILL. All these materials come in free for ship’s use. 

The item in lines 780 and 781 was read, as follows: 

Brass in bars or pig, old brass,and clippings from brass or Dutch metal, 1} 
cents per pound, 

The item in line 782 was read, as follows. 

Lead ore, and lead dross, 1} cents per pound. 

The items from lines 783 to line 785, inclusive, were read, as follows: 

Lead in pigs and bars, molten and old refuse lead run into blocks and bars, 
and old scrap-lead, fit only to be remanufactured, 2 cents per pound. 

Mr. INGALLS. Are these various items of the lead classification 
being agreed to? 

Mr. BECK. They are increased. 

Mr. INGALLS. ‘The lead products in the chemical schedule were 
passed over with the understanding that they were to be considered 
when this portion of the metal schedule came up. 

Mr. BECK. Yes, sir. 

Mr. INGALLS. I did not want these items to pass as being agreed 
to until we had considered them in connection with the portion of the 
schedule of chemical products including lead products. 

Mr. ALDRICH. I suggest to the Senator that it is first necessary to 
fix the duty on pig-lead. 

Mr. INGALLS. I understand that. 

Mr. ALDRICH. After that isdone we can go back and fix the duties 
on the chemicals of which lead is a component. 

Mr. BECK. I did not hear the Senator from Rhode Island. 

Mr. ALDRICH. I merelysuggested to the Senator from Kansas that 
it was necessary first to fix the duty on pig-lead, and then we might 
fix the duty on the lead products. 

Mr. BECK. We have made in this bill on old and refuse lead run 
into bricks and bars and old scrap-lead 2 cents per pound, and under 
the present law it is 1} cents per pound, if Iam correct. On lead in 
sheets, pipes, or shot, the duty here is 3 cents per pound, which is 2} 
cents in the present law. 

Mr. ALDRICH. I would suggest to the Senator from Kentucky that 
the rates are the same as the present law. He is mistaken about their 
being advanced. 

Mr. INGALLS. They were reduced by the Tariff Commission and 
restored by the committee. 

Mr. ALDRICH. That is it. 

Mr. BECK. If L read the present law correctly, lead in sheets, pipes, 
or shot, we have made 3 cents instead of 2} cents a pound as it is under 
the existing law, or else there is a misprint in the table. 

Mr. ALDRICH. Lead ore and pig-lead are the same here as under 
the existing law. 

Mr. BECK. Yes, but the lead in sheets, pipes, or shot is 3 cents per 
pound by the bill, and it is 2} cents under the existing law, as will be 
seen on page 24 of the table. 

Mr. ALDRICH. I think the Senator is right about that. 

Mr. BECK. That item was increased and the others restored to the 
existing rates. The itemsinthe chemical schedule, which the Senator 
from Kansas calls attention to, were passed over until we should act on 
this. I think the schedule is altogether too high. 

Mr. WILLIAMS. I should like to ask what is the necessity of keep- 
ing up the tax on copper and lead as high as appears in this schedule? 

Mr. ALLISON. Copper is reduced. 

Mr. WILLIAMS. There is not one pound of copper or lead imported 
to-day into this country, nor is there likely to be in the future. We 
have more of both of those metals than all the world besides; and the 
effect of this high duty upon them is merely to give the monopoly to 
the men who own these mines and compel the people of this country to 
pay twice as much for lead and copper as they ought to pay. These 
duties benefit nobody except the capitalists who own mines. 

Mr. PLUMB. Do I understand the Senator from Kentucky to say 
there is no lead imported into this country? 

Mr. WILLIAMS. Very little. How can you import lead when the 
duty is 3 cents per pound and it is only worth 5 cents? 

Mr. PLUMB. In 1882 the importations amounted to the value of 










































Mr. WILLIAMS. Since the discoveries in the Rocky } 
mines of lead ore it has really been a drug in this country. 
Mr. ALDRICH. The Senator from Kentucky is entirely mista); 
The importations last year were 6,300,000 pounds. heel ei 
Mr. WILLIAMS. Was there any brass or copper imported ? 
Mr. ALDRICH. The importation of lead last year was 6. 

unds. 

Mr. WILLIAMS. Was there any copper imported ? 

Mr. ALDRICH. I thought the Senator was asking about lead 
Mr. WILLIAMS. Copper and lead both. 
Mr. ALDRICH. We have passed the copper clause in the bill: j; jx 
not under consideration now. jis 

Mr. WILLIAMS. I know, but this schedule includes it, 
necessity for a duty on either. 

Mr. PLUMB. This may be, as the Senator from Kentucky says, , 
drug; I believe in some forms it is a drug; but the lead industry of this 
country has assumed an entirely new phase since the discovery of large 
deposits of lead and silver in Colorado. The increase of the silver prod- 
uct in Colorado has been accompanied by an increase also in the product 
of the lead. Much the larger portion of the silver ores in Colorads 
are found in connection with lead, and very often the lead is the more 
valuable product. 

I speak what I think I know when I say that if the duty on lead js 
considerably reduced, or in fact reduced at all, the production of silyer 
and lead combined in Colorado will be very largely diminished. ‘Tha; 
product, of course, is so far from the market that undoubtedly there js 
a large addition to its price when it reaches the seaboard on account of 
railway transportation, and that is so much greater than the ocean 
transportation between the mines of Spain and other foreign countries 
and New York that to seriously reduce the price of lead would simply 
close the entire eastern market to the Colorado product; and that js 
true, although not precisely for the same reason, of the lead product of 
South Missouri and Southeastern Kansas. It is simply a question as to 
whether for the purpose of injuring a large portion of this country this 
industry shall be interfered with to this extent, I am only stating 
these facts that the Senate may be advised of what they really are. 

Mr. MORGAN. I desire to know whether the Senate intends now 
to proceed to dispose of this subject or waive it until some future 
riod? 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. 


fountains of 


300,000 


I see no 


The Chair is unable to answer t}y 


question. No amendment is offered. 
Mr. ALDRICH. Let us prooéed with the bill if no amendment js 
offered. 


Mr. MORGAN. Did I not understand that this subject was to ly 
postponed and taken up in connection with the chemical schedule? 
Mr. ALLISON. The chemical schedule had to be postponed until 
we saw what was done with the major products. 
Mr. SHERMAN. I wanted to call attention to the marked differ 
ence between pig-lead and pig-iron; but I will not trespass now. 
Mr. MORGAN. I desire to offer an amendment which would con 
in properly on the free-list; but I will offer it now in order to give no- 
tice of it. It is: 


The product of argentiferous ores, by smelting or otherwise, where the silver 
produced thereby shall exceed in value all other substances in combination 
therewith. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Senator gives notice of a propose! 
amendment? 

Mr. MORGAN. I shall propose to amend the free-list by inserting 
that. I submit it now because it is connected with this subject, and 


give notice of it here. 
Mr. ALDRICH. The free-list is not now under consideration, and 
I suppose that is only presented as an amendment to be offered. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. It is simply notice of an amendment 
to be offered? 
Line 786 was read, as follows: 
Lead, in sheets, pipes, or shot, 3 cents per pound. 
. Mr. INGALLS. Will it be agreeable to the Senator from Vermont, 
we having concluded the lead classification, to return now to that in the 
schedule of chemical products ? 
Mr. MORRILL. I trust we shall not go back just at this time. | 
want to get through this schedule, if I can, to-day. There will be ample 
time to go to the other. 
Mr. INGALLS. Very well. 
The item from line 777 to 787, inclusive, was read, as follows: 
Nickel, in ore, matte, or other crude form not ready for consumption in the 
arts, 20 cents per pound on the nickel contained therein. 
Mr. SEWELL. I move to amend that clause by making the duty ~> 
cents per pound instead of 20. 
Mr. PLATT. I move to amend the amendment of the Senator fron! 
New Jersey by making it 15 cents per pound. 
Mr. SEWELL. As I understand, by the present tariff nickel! has 
been at 30 cents per pound for several years, but under a ruling of the 
Treasury Department it has been reduced to 20 cents a pound. 0 
that reduction the nickel works of the country have been closed, and 
are closed to-day, and can not be opened at a less per cent. of duty than 





$3,360,000, 





25 cents per pound. I submit that to the Senate as a matter of fact. 
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} 
Mr. President, nickel under the present law in the ore 
Most | 
nickel which has been imported into this country, indeed all of | 
22,000 pounds, has been imported in the form of alloy, which 


Mr. PLATT. 
.. 99 cents per pound, and nickel alloys are 20 cents per pound. 
of the 
it except i _ ee . r, Wh 
contains 95 to 97 per cent. of nickel and 3 per cent. of copper, it being 

alloyed merely for the purpose of importation, so that the importations 

into the country have been really at the rate of 20 cents per pound. 

Fither duty is practically prohibitory. A single establishment in Con- 

necticut uses of nickel annually three times the amount that has been 

imported into this country. a . 

Mr. INGALLS. Where is it mined in this country? 

Mr. PLATT. It is mined in one single mine near Lancaster, Penn- 

sylvania, I think. When this duty was imposed of 30 cents on the ore 

and 20 cents on the alloy, nickel was worth from $2 to $2.50 or $2. 75a 

pound, A duty of 15 cents a pound to-day would be a higher ad va- 

jorem duty than that imposed when nickel was from $2 to $2.75 a pound 

and the duty was really 20 cents per pound on the alloy. 

All this nickel, or three-quarters of it, is consumed in Connecticut for 
the manvifacture of German silver. The tariffon German silver, the 
manufactured product, has been reduced from 35 per cent. to 25 per 
cent. ad valorem. 

It is said that this nickel mine is closed. It is simply closed not be- 
cause it does not pay, but because at the present time there happens 
to be an overproduction, and the owner of it will not reduce the price. 
The price at the present time is about $1 to $1.05 a pound. It can be 
roduced—I do not make this statement from my own knowledge, but 
| make it from representations made to me by persons who I think are 
entirely familiar with the subject—it can be produced in this country 
as cheap as it can abroad, owing to the fact that this ore here is more 
easily refined. 
Mr. BAYARD. What is the foreign price? 
Mr. PLATT. The foreign price issomewhere in the neighborhood of 
70 cents at the present time. I believe that 15 cents per pound is more 
than a fair protective duty to the gentleman who produces this nickel. 
Certainly my constituents are very greatly interested in not having so 
high a rate of duty placed upon it as to unnecessarily enhance the cost 
of the article which they manufacture, and which is then taken in its 
third stage and worked into articles which go all over the country. 
Mr. VANCE. I wish to make a suggestion in the interest of the Sen- 
ator’s argument. I have understood that a large Britannia manuifact- 
uring company in this country had to set up over in Canada in order to 
avoid the heavy charge for this product. Perhaps the Senator may 
know that. 
Mr. PLATT. It is true that an establishment which uses the Ger- 
man silver, whichis made from nickel, of which nickel is the chief ele- 
ment of value, has been obliged to go to Canada and establish a manu- 
factory, but I suppose that is on account of the Canadian tariff. 
I was going to say that this nickel is coming into common and every- 
day use. It goes into almost every household in the land. All good 
plated spoons are made of German silver, of which the nickel is the 
element of chief value, and it is in the interest of everybody except 
the owner of this mine that no higher rate of duty should be placed on 
nickel than is necessary to give him a fair protection. That is all Lask 
for. I believe he will be fairly protected at 15 cents a pound. 
I do not think there should be any distinction between nickel in the 
oreand nickel in the alloy. Although the alloy is the cheaper product 
it is not imported in the shape of alloy, except where the alloy is made 
really for the purpose of getting the nickel into the country cheaper 
under the present law than it can be got in in the form of the ore. 
Mr. VANCE. Can the Senator tell us who is the owner of that one 
mine in this country ? 
Mr. PLATT. Mr. Joseph Wharton. 
Mr.SEWELL. I have stated the facts in this case, that the only 
nickel mine and nickel manufactory in this country has been obliged 
to shut up in consequence of the ruling of the Treasury Department, 
which was brought about by an evasion of the law on the part of the 
importers of the nickel. The Senator from Connecticut is a very good 
tariff man until we get to something that the people of Connecticut 
want to have for their manufactures. The proposition which I make 
of 25 cents a pound is simply about one-third the value of the foreign 
article, which is certainly not a very high rate of duty, and which is 
proportionate to the other items in this schedule. I hope the amend- 
ment will be allowed. 
Mr. PLATT. A single word. I am just this kind of a tariff man: 
I believe in a fair protection and only a fair protection to any article 
manufactured or produced in this country. I do not believe in a rate 
of duty which will be prohibitory, and so much more than prohibitory 
as to enable the producer or manufacturer of it in this country to add un- 
reasonably to the price of hisarticle. Iam just that kind of a tariff man. 
Mr. SEWELL. I would ask the Senator from Connecticut if the 
manufacture of this article in this country has not reduced the price 
of the foreign article very largely ? 

Mr. PLATT. The producer of nickel in this country produced nickel 
for a number of years at 50 cents, or from 50 to 70 cents a pound. He 
sold it from $2 to $2.50 and as high as $3 a pound, because there was a 
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’ Which produces large quantities of nickel, and ha 
by forced him to reduce the price, but I still } 
cent. on every pound of nickel he produces. 

Mr. SEWELL. Does the Senator from Connecticut say that the price 
of nickel is 75 « 


nts a pound? 


i 










Mr. PLATT. That is stated by those persons who consume it 

Mr. SEWELL. Mere hearsay 

Mr. PLATT. Itis not mere hearsay Chere are eleven establish 
ments in Connecticut engaged in the ufacture of German silver, all 
of whom depend upon this producer tor the nickel. As I say, they have 
been able to import very littie. He has practically the control of the 
market in this country rhey are very intelligent men; they are men 
who have examined this matter with the greatest care, and it is their 
statement that I make when I say that I believe Mr. Wharton ean pro 
duce nickel at 50 cents a pound. I have nm n it denied by him. 


The statement has been made over and over a 
they intend to misrepresent him 
Mr. BAYARD. Is the amendment 
in line 794 to reduce 20 to 15? 
Mr. PLATT. Both; Ishall make both 
Mr. BAYARD. I hope both will succeed 
Mr. SEWELL. I have moved to make the rate 25 cent 
Mr. BECK. The statement is made by the Senator from Connecti 
cut that Mr. Wharton can sell his nickel at a protit at 
Am I correct in that? 
Mr. PLATT. I say that is my belief, based on information from 
gentlemen who, I think, are perfectly conversant with the subject 
Mr. BECK. The information I have, which is semi-official, tor 1 sent 
to the Treasury for it this morning, is that 17,000 pounds were purchased 
last year by the United States at 80 cents a pound, and the mint is pay 
ing now $1.50 per pound to Mr. Wharton for it. He is a poor, sutfer 
ing individual, too ! 
Mr. PLATT. Will the Senator from Kentucky allow me to relate 
a single incident which came under my observation ? 
Mr. BECK. Of course 
Mr. PLATT. A manutacturer in Connecticut thought that he had 
an opportunity to obtain a very large contract, amounting to millions of 
dollars, to furnish the Mexican Government with blanks for nickel coin. 
He applied to Mr. Wharton to buy the nickel. He could not buy it of 
him for less than $1, I think, or $1.05. He then was obliged to give 
up the contract, or give up the hope of getting it Atter he had done 
that I am informed that Mr. Wharton went to another manufacturer 
and offered to sell him the nickel for the contract at 74 cents a pound 
if he would endeavor to get the contract 

Mr. MORGAN. Is there any other nickel mine in the United States 
besides Wharton’s ? 

Mr. PLATT. No, sit 

Mr. BECK. There is a good illustration now of the suffering indus 
tries of this country; and a man will be told that he is acting in the in 
terest of foreign labor and seeking to support every body’s interest abroad 
against the interests of this country if he seeks to reduce this, when 
Mr. Wharton has a monoply, selling to the United States at $1.15 per 
pound when he can sell at 50 cents. If we attempt to reduce this rate 
of duty from 20 to 15 cents per pound, as I propose to vote, I shall be 
told again thatsome suffering industry isstrickendown. [| Mr. SEWELI 
rose.] Not just now I want to say a word about Mr. Wharton 

Mr. SEWELL. I simply ask the authority of the Senator from Ken 
tucky. 

Mr. BECK. I can not hear 

Mr. SEWELL. I ask the authority of the Senator from Kentucky 
for saying it can be sold at 50 cents a pound 

Mr. BECK. Idid notsay it; the Senator from Connecticut said he had 


rain, and I do not think 


In line 788 to reduce 20 to 15 0r 


m0 cents a pound. 


good authority for saying that. I asked him the question. I say the 
United States is paying that for it to-day. 
Mr. SEWELL. The invoice price for it on the other side is 55 cents 


Mr. BECK. IL asked the question merely as to 50 cents end the Sena 
tor from Connecticut responded that he had good authority for saying 
Mr. Wharton is one of these patriots who are always seeking to 
protect American industry against pauper labor. Ile was a disintem 
ested witness before the Tariff Commission, and Mr. Robert P. Porter, 
the gentleman who figured in the census and maps and books, and 
other things which brought him perhaps more profit than his pay, writes 


sv. 


to ‘‘my very dear Judge’? KELLEY from Long Branch, saying 
Lone Brancu, July 27, 1882 
My Very Dear JuDGE 
* * , , ‘ « 
The commission has really begun business in ear no matter 


t, and while 
erandover again, and 
ll it must be 

s (during the past 
ntly and observe the 


has yet been reached that you and I have not « 
no facts presented that we h 
remembered that all the members have not har 


three years that I have had, and consequently 


ve not 





effect that the witnesses have upon ther Phe free-ti put forward their 
best man yesterday, Everett P. Wheeler, of New York, and he presented his 
case; but when our friend Wharton, of Philadelphia, took the stand the con 
trast was as great as between a Iiud i River st wr and a macnificent 
Cunarder. Nostorm of questions could t him and no witness has made 
such an impression 

Iam very glad that the revenue bill has come tosuch an ignominious ending, 


and that, by the way, simply carries out what you said near a week ago 








Scarcity of it in the whole world. Recently a mine has been opened in 


XIV. 108 





| The working of the commission is much more satisfactory now than hereto- 
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fore, as there isan evident desire on the part of the commissioners totake mat- 
ters into their own hands and push them through. We have certainly a mag- 
nificent opportunity to do good work, and I am inclined to think we shall do it, 
I send you to-day a copy of the New York Herald, which containsa magnificent 


letter on the commission, and also a copy of the Graphic containing portraits of | 


the commissioners 


R. P. PORTER. 


Little wonder, with the nickel mine of America in his hand and selling 
to the United States at $1.15, that he should be protesting that American 
industry is to be destroyed if that monopoly is crippled in any way ! 

Mr. BAYARD. I hope that theamendment of the Senator from Con- 
necticut will be amended by a further reduction. The present duty laid 
upon this metal, the uses of which are being increased and developed 
daily, amounts to 20 cents a pound, which is $488 per ton upon the crude 
ore, Is there any such tax imposed upon any other such crude ore or 
crude metal? If there is I do not know it. 

Che use of this metal in plating, beyond the production of the manu- 
lucture of German silver, is extending everywhere with great benefit. 
It’s property to prevent oxidizing of metals is well understood, and 
everywhere it is being employed. 

The proposition of the Senator from Connecticut would still leave a 
duty of $336 a ton upon nickel ore. Considering the rate at which other 
metals are put, would it not be reasonable to tax nickel ore at $224 per 
ton? Therefore | propose that in lieu of the 15 cents a pound suggested 
by the Senator from Connecticut in lines 788, 789, and 794, the tax shall 
be 10 cents a pound. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. ‘The Chair suggests to the Senator 
trom Delaware that an amendment to an amendment is now pending, 
so that his amendment can not be received at this time. 

Mr. MITCHELL. Will the Senator from Delaware state what is the 
equivalent ad valorem duty now imposed ? ‘ 

Mr. SEWELL. The proposition as T made it is 
lent to 35 per cent, ad valorem, 

Mr. BAYARD. I had forgotten that the Senator from New Jersey 
lirst proposed to increase the duty. My amendment will be in order 
afterward, 

Mr. MITCHELL. My attention has not been called to the subject, 
hut I find by referring to the schedule before me that the present duty 
does not appear to operate as absolutely prohibitory by any means. It 
appears that during the past year there were 177,822 pounds of nickel 
ore imported. It also appears that it paid a tax of $35,564.40 at the 
rate of 20 centsa pound, and that the equivalent of that in ad valorem 
is 28.28, [ think quite as low a duty as any imposed on similar natural 
products. | understand the proposition of the committee to be to leave 
it where the law now puts it—20 cents a pound. 

Mr. SEWELL. ‘The present law is 30 cents a pound on the ore, but 
there is a deviation in the law by putting in alloy and bringing it in 
under the 20 cents clause. 

Mr. MITCHELL. TI see by the table it is at 20 cents rate that im- 
portation comes in; the duty is 30 cents on the ore, which is 38.34 ad 
valorem. |! have not heard any one representing the committee here 
presenting the views of the party interested in this matter, and it oc- 
curs to me that unless somebody is here to speak for him injustice may 
be done. | have not the honor of being a member of the Finance Com- 
mittee. This subject has not beeen called to my attention. I know it 
is one of importance to our State, and I think it would be proper to 
have an understanding of the facts in regard to it. I do understand, 
however, that for the time being there is no production of nickel, and 
| can not understand how it is true or can be true that the statements 
made here are correct, that there is such an enormous profit in this 
business, 

Mr. MORRILL. | seems to me that there has been a determination 
to make a raid upon Mr. Wharton. Now, Mr. Wharton I happen to 
know, and he is one of the most enterprising men in this country; and 
can it be believed that he would turn adrift three hundred men, as he 
did some time ago, who were employed in the business of mining nickel 
ore and making nickel—that he could turn them adrift and cease the 
product of this metal if he were making a profit? The idea that this 
is a large duty imposed upon it is refuted by the notorious fact that it is 
not bought abroad for less than 75 or 80 cents a pound, and when you 
compute the duty upon a ton, the value of a ton is $1,680, and there- 
fore it ought to have some sort of decent treatment here in the Senate. 

Notwithstanding the vituperation which may be hurled upon indus- 
trious gentlemen who can not reply, and refute the statements which 
are made here, I trust that we shall treat this matter with some degree 
of fairness and allow at least the amount proposed by the Committee 
on Finance. 

I wish to say that in the second section here there seems to be a mis- 
take; and I shall move at the proper time in line 791 to strike out all 
after the word ‘‘ value,’’? down to and including line 793. Ido not 
wish to impose 20 cents a pound upon the manufacturers of iron where 
nickel is consumed in plating it, but my friend from Connecticut is 
very desirous to have the articles into which this may be manufactured 
decently protected. I am willing to accord it to him, but I do not 
wish to strike down any other industry that is equally worthy; and 
therefore while the Senator from New Jersey has made a motion to in- 
crease the duty, and the Senator from Connecticut wants to reduce it, 


25 cents, or equiva- 








I think the Senate may as well accept the proposition made by 4} 
Finance Committee, and retain this duty at 20 cents a pound, y hich P 
certainly a very moderate duty upon so valuable a metal as nickel ‘in 

Mr. PLATT. I have made no raid wpon Mr. Wharton. 

Mr. MORRILL. You have represented that this nickel could 
duced by him for 50 cents a pound, as you believed. 
ticle of confidence in any such statement. 

Mr. PLATT. I have made no raid on Mr. Wharton. 1 know } 

-an enterprising gentleman, and I do not ask here and I would not s] 
here for any duty to betixed on nickel which I did not think would oa, 
quately protect him clear to the point of giving him an advantave o\, 
the foreign manufacturer. If I believed that the duty which ly “ 
of 15 cents a pound would have that effect IT should vote 
own amendment. 

Mr. MITCHELL. The Senator will allowme. Does he think that 
255 per cent. ad valorem duty istoo high to be placedon this ore? [T),; 
is the rate that is fixed in the schedule of the Ways and Means (oy 
mittee at 20 cents a pound, which I understand to be proposed by th 
bill pending in the House of Representatives. 

Mr. PLATT. I see no reason why to-day a higher ad valorem yyy, 
should be placed upon it than was placed when the rate of the present 
tariff was fixed. 

With regard to the product of German silver which is made from this 
the Tariff Commission did cut if down from 35 to 25 per cent. ad yalo 
rem, and I am not here finding any fault with regard to that. Ney 
England manufacturers you will find ready to accept reductions: }y 
they have to take this material in its second and in many instances jy 
its third and fourth stages of manufacture, and then work it up into 
the articles which they sell. We find no fault with the reduction jy 
German silver. The manufacturers do not desire to hurt Mr. Whartoy 
except as they believe he is making to-day profits which are larger thay 
he can fully claim the right to make. They desire that the duty shal! 
be placed where it will still yield him a remunerative profit and giv; 
them aslight chance to reduce the value of the article which they mann 
facture. 

Mr. MCPHERSON. To say the least, the argument to-day has hee: 
a surprising one. As we run down these pages we find Senators voting 
to retain the duty on lead at 51 per cent., the duty on copper at 48 pe: 
cent. and 35 per cent., and not a word of protest is entered. We hea: 
other Senators rising in their places and saying that they insist upon 
some degree of equality; that when the tariff is made there shall be ay 
equality of rates. The article of nickel costs just as much to mine it, 
nobody pretends to say that it does not cost as much to take it from th: 
ground and prepare it, as lead or copper or iron or any other commodity 
According to the tariff schedule at the rate of 20 cents per pound tli 
duty is only 28.28 per cent. ad valorem. I wish to know by what pro 
ess of reasoning a Senator desirous of maintaining an equality of right 
of justice, of fairness, will vote to maintain lead at 51 per cent. ani 
copper at a corresponding rate, and because some individual happens 
to own a nickel mine you are then unwilling that the rate of 28 po 
cent. shall be paid; but no, it must be cut down to 15. I should lik: 
to have some explanation. I confess I have been very much astonished 
in listening to the arguments on both sides of this Chamber upon thes 
questions. Iam confused. Ido not know the meaning of them. | 
can not understand the processes by which conclusions are reached 
I am entirely at sea and quite sea-sick. 

Mr. VAN WYCK. Iask the Senator if he has sufficiently recovered 
to give us his idea as to the duty proposed on this metal ? 

Mr. MCPHERSON. The rate fixed by the existing tariff is 28.28 pu 
cent. ad valorem. 

Mr. VAN WYCK. I want to know the Senator’s opinion as to th 
proposed duty on this metal. 

Mr. MCPHERSON. Iasked why lead should bear 51 per cent. ac 
valorem duty and nickel only 28.28? 

Mr. VAN WYCK. We have passed lead, and I am asking the Sen 
ator his opinion onthisnow. I supposed he rose to speak on this matter 
of nickel, and I wanted to know if in his confusion he had any cleat 
idea on the subject of nickel. 

Mr. MCPHERSON. Yes; I have this idea: I do not think I shal! 
vote to reduce the duty. Having passed the others at a higher rate, ! 
do not expect to vote to reduce this. 

Mr. VAN WYCK. Then because the Senate did wrong there lv 
proposes to continue the wrong on this. 

Mr. McPHERSON. No; but I want the Senate to be consistent 

Mr. VAN WYCK. He desires that the record shall be all right, 
although he sacrifices himself on this matter. 

Mr. McPHERSON. I did not rise to bandy words about it, but sim 
ply to say that with the professions which have been made there shou!:! 
be an equality maintained, a principle of fair and just equality. | 
merely wished to know how the consistency of the Senate is going to |» 
made clear by a process of this kind. 

Mr. VAN WYCK. Precisely. Now one word. It is a very goo! 
time now to illustrate what some few gentlemen have been trying to de 
in this bill. It is a bundle of inconsistencies from beginning to end 


your whole tariff is. Itis filled with them. I congratulate myself th«' 


be pro 
I have not 4 pau 


POPOsed 


against yyy 














my friend the Senator from Connecticut [Mr. PLATT] is getting upe" 





1883. 


———— 





the true Republican platform now—a tariff for revenue. oic 
at that; and although I may regret a little the difference of opinion 
among the happy family of protectionists, yet it illustrates that this in- 
consistency has been going on to a very great extent, so that our friend 
the Senator from New Jersey has really got dizzy by the repetition of 
the ideas of this inconsistency. That is probably true. He is not the 
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| part of Mr. Wharton. 


only gentleman who has got dizzy since we have been discussing these | 


great problems here. 

My friend from Vermont says that Mr. Wharton is an enterprising 
man. Certainly; he has gota mine. Who would not be enterprising 
if the Government would get its arms under him and give him the duty 
that is imposed upon this metal? I presume the Senator from Vermont 
means to say that the millions of this nation shall be taxed for this one 
man, who happens to owna nickel mine. My friend from New Jersey 
[ Mr. SEWELL] says that this nickel mine is shut up; well, let it be shut 
up, and closed forever, if the whole American nation must be taxed, 
every man who desires to buy 2 little of the ore made from nickel—that 
the whole of this American nation must be taxed merely to accommo- 
date Mr. Wharton, I care not how respectable he may be, and his one, 
single nickel mine. I care not whether it may be valuable or not, it 
costs this nation too much to run that individual mine for Mr. Whar- 
ton, 1 would say to my friend from Vermont; and nothing better will 
illustrate what this tariff is desiring to do in some of its features. 


I am desirous that we should have a tariff for revenue with inci- | 


dental protection, not for protection exclusively and alone, as some gen- 
tlemen have proclaimed on this floor and as the Senator from Vermont 
said in his argument for protection. There is no pretense, on the neces- 
sity to have a single solitary mine running, that you lay a tax on all 
the population of this nation to sustain it. That illustrates the dis- 
cussion of this whole question. It can not be better emphasized than 
by the position taken here’to-day. Connecticut can feel it when she 
feels the pressure about her manufactures, and she stands here, very 
properly, to arraign this Finance Committee, to arraign the attempt to 
fasten this tax even upon Connecticut Manufactures; and I say the 
whole American nation stands and protests as the Senator from Con- 
necticut protests. 

Let us go a little further. You protect one manufacturer who owns 
a nickel mine, absolutely taxing the American nation, and that, sir, is 
no better whether there is one mine or whether there be eleven mine 
owners. You will probably protect, as you have protected, the owners 
of the eleven Bessemer-steel companies, and tax the whole United States 
todo it. You can not see it there; I believe the Senator from Connect- 
icut can not see it there; but he can see it when it is confined to only 
one mine, to one man, and when it lays its heavy hand upon the manu- 
fucturers of Connecticut. Just as that lays its hand upon the manu- 
facturers of Connecticut, so it lays its hand upon the laboring popula- 
tion of this nation. I speak of the majority of the laboring population. 
When the Senator from Massachusetts talks of protecting American 
labor, he thinks of a few thousand men and leaves out of his view the 
millions who go forth and toil and grapple with the soil, who receive 


no sort of consideration at his hand; he has no poetry for that class of 


laborers. It is the blushing cheek that he desires in the female oper- 
ative at his factory, but he does not think of the others who live upon 
the great prairies of the West. 

Mr. HOAR. I hope my friend from Nebraska, when | spoke of any 
blushing cheek, did not understand me as alludingtohim. | certainly 
did not. 

Mr. VAN WYCK. Oh, no; it was the other sex entirely. 
ter.] I did not misunderstand the Senator. 

Now, I shall be pardoned for these few remarks. I thought it was 
just a good opportunity to resolve the doubt between our protection 
brethren, and then I thought it was a very excellent opportunity to 
allow a little time for the great confusion and whirl in the mind of our 
good friend from New Jersey [Mr. MCPHERSON] to get composed on 
this subject, to see just where this matter was leading, and then further 
to show the injustice, the inequality, and the necessary inconsistency 
of the tariff when you get away from the only doctrine on which we 
can have a tariff in this country, and that is for revenue. 

Mr. HAWLEY. Mr. President, I am reminded of what somebody 


| Laugh- 


said of Lord Brougham once when he was spoken of as a gentleman of 


vast and varied misinformation. There are many misapprehensions in 
regard to this very subject. The Connecticut manufacturers consume— 

Ido not know how much—an illimitable quantity of this material. 
Here is a memorandum of the product of the nickel, and here is the 
product of that nickel, and here is a memorandum signed by four per- 
sons, representing the eleven brass and German-silver manufacturing 
companies, who have a united investment exceeding the sum of $8,000, - 
00. These gentlemen are all interested in getting nickel as cheaply as 
they can, for they are using it in immense quantities daily, and it is 
going into every family in the land. 

_ The Senator from Nebraska will be surprised to learn that these iden- 
tical gentlemen of Connecticut have before rallied to save Mr. Wharton, 


and to maintain a reasonable protective duty that his nickel mine might | 


be developed and played off against the nicke 
otherwise could very easily combine and hold the market entirely at 
their mercy. 


1 producers of Europe, who | ured articles, so that all of very 


The Senator speaks of it as an illustration of special selfishness on the 
Not atall. The manutacturers of nickel in th 
country have been, I may say, equally interested with him in maintain 
ing that industry, and I have known them to take the trouble to come 
here or send here and manifest a strong interest in Washington for the 
maintenance of a respectable duty on nickel, and by his efforts and theirs 
| combined, the production and the good fortune of discovering further 
| mines and enterprises in that direction, by all these things combined 
nickel has been brought down from $2.50 and $2.75, sometimes even $4 
and $5 a pound, until it is now produced at about 70 cents a pound, and 
this development was done with a duty of about 25 per cent 

Mr. MITCHELL. Fifteen per cent 

Mr. HAWLEY. Ten to 30 per cent 

Mr. MITCHELL. Fifteen per cent 
the Senate. 

Mr. HAWLEY fhe existing duty was intended to be 30 cents a 
pound. It is indeed on nickel ore 30 cents a pound on the nickel con 
tained therein, but the importations are made in the form of the alloy, 
which is, as my colleague has explained, 95 or 97 per cent. of nickel and 
a little copper besides. 
duty of 20 cents a pound 

Mr. MORRILL. Instead of paying the whole 30 

Mr. HAWLEY. Instead of paying 30 as nickel, it has paid 20 asan 
alloy. This mining industry has been maintained by this moderate 
duty until the price of nickel has gone down to about 70 cents in the 
London market. 

Now, we do affirm and we claim that Mr. Wharton ought to stand 
with us and yield to a reasonable request in this respect. He has been 


the list laid before 


They send it in in the form of alloy, paying a 


built up under a duty of something like 7 or 8 or 10 per cent., and wi 
are pertectly willing to allow him a duty of some 25 per cent. I will 


with the permission of the Senate read a portion of this circular and 
put it inthe Recorp. It is a statement by these gentlemen, well 
known in our part of the country to be gentlemen of high integrity and 
ability at the head of $8,000,000 of capital in this business 


The present duty on nickel is 30 cegts per pound; on nickel oxide or alloy, 20 
cents per pound; and most of the ielloreere of nickel alloy, percent. nickel 
and 5 per cent. copper. It is claimed that both nickel and nickel alloy should 
have the same rate of duty, and it may be conceded that this claim 
tiolly right, 

Our manufacturers of Germansilver use chiefly the nickel alloy when they 
use imported nickel ; it is their raw material. The duty on this being 20 cents 
per pound, its equivalent ad valorem duty is 28.28 


ssubstan 


That the committee propose to continue 


The Tariff Commission's report proposes to increase 


this duty to 2) cer 
pound 


its pet 


That is the motion of the Senator from New Jersey 
its equivalent ad valorem duty being 35.36 per cent 

Now, note this: 

At the same time it is proposed to reduce 
per cent. on the product classified as “argentine, albata, or German silver’ 


to 25 per cent. ad valorem, In other words, it is proposed to make the duty on 
the product or manufacture over 10 per cent. less than upon the raw material 


the present ad valorem duty of 35 


If the motion of the Senator trom New Jersey should earry, which I do 
not anticipate, it would certainly be necessary then to go back in this bill 


and raise the duty on German silver. The circular proceeds to say: 


The manufacturers do not object tothis reduction of duty upon German silver 
provided that the duty be reduced upon nickel, their raw material, as it should be 

When the duty upon nickel and nickel alloy was imposed nickel was worth 
from $2.20 to $2.70 per pound. It afterward became worth in England, as Mr 
Wharton says in his evidence, from 16 to 20 shillings per pound. An abundant 
supply has since cheapened it, so that it is worth only about $1 a pound here 
70 cents a pound in England 


This is from gentlemen who buy it in very great quantities 


A duty of 15 cents a pound now is a higher 
pound was when the duty was imposed 


And when Mr. Wharton prospered 
with the price of nickel at that time 
This throws light on the subject 


id valorem duty than 30 ce 


| It does not cost over 50 cents a pound to produce nickel this voor 
abroad. 
This may be disputed by the friends of Mr. Wharton, perhaps, as to 


his production, but that isthe opinion of these emi 
They proceed: 

Anda duty of 10 cents per pound 
cost of the nickel 


We do not 
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handsome profit, with little or no duty, now that the industry is established. 
They believe l0cents a pound will be ample protection, and in no event should 


it be over 15 cents per pound, which would be about the same duty as an ad va- 
lorem of 25 per cent. proposed for German silver. The manufacturers ask for no 


increase for their own production— 


Mark that. 
facture 


They desire no increase of duties to protect their manu- 


and will cheerfully submit to the proposed reduction from 3 to 25 per cent. on 


German silver if at the same time the duty on nickel shall be reduced to 10 cents 


The inte rests ofthe manufacturers and the consumers are identical in this mat- 
ter of cheap nickel; and there can be no monopoly and butasmall profit to the 
manufacturers, as their large number and inevitable competition will keep down 
prices of German silverware to the lowest living rates. And while we are glad 
to know that Mr. Wharton has already realized an ample fortune from his in- 
dustry, we believe he can continue it with a large profit with a duty of 10 cents 
per pound, as it is well-known that he can produce nickel here as cheaply as it 
can be produced in any other country. 

Dat | at Waterbury, New Haven County, Con aecticut. 

L. W. COE, 
F. J. KINGSBURY, 
D. S. PLUME, 
G.W. CHEESEMAN, 
Committee Representing Eleven Brass and German-Silver Manufacturing Companies, 
located in the Naugatuck Valley, Connecticut, whose united capital and investments 
exceed the sum of $8,000,000, 

I think they make a fair statement. My colleague and myself do not 
desire to pressovermuch in this matter, and we are content to make the 
duty 15 cents. We think it can bear that. 

Mr. INGALLS. Mr. President, one of the incidental advantages of 
the high rate of duty hitherto imposed on nickel appears to me to be 
that the gentlemen who have purchasad it have deliberately engaged 
in an effort to defraud the revenue; that is to say, knowing that the 
pure nickel should bear a duty of 30 cents per pound, they have had it 
alloyed with 5 per cent. of brass, not for the purpose of improving the 
nickel, but for the purpose of cheating the Government, so that they 
could get their article in at 20 cents per pound instead of 30; but that 
en passant, 

Mr. PLATT. Right there let me say that the gentlemen who man- 
ufacture it have had nothing whatever to do with that. 

Mr. INGALLS. The gentlemen @®ho export it, then. 

Mr. PLATT. They found that law in existence. They found that 
by law they could bring it here at 20 cents a pound and it was perfectly 
proper for them to buy and bring it here. 

Mr. INGALLS. Undoubtedly if they could induce the Treasury 
Department to regard this as alloy by deliberately putting in 3 or 4 cents’ 
worth of brass to the dollar that they did not want to use. 

Mr. MCPHERSON. How would that affect it when it eomes into 
this country ? 

Mr. INGALLS. I do not know, but it must undoubtedly be admit- 
ted and invoiced as alloy to be admitted at 20 cents per pound. If it 
came in as nickel it would pay 30; and I say that is one of the inci- 
dental advantages of a high rate of duty upon a raw material. 

The Senator from Vermont stated that Mr. Wharton was an enter- 
prising individual. I think he deserves the highest eulogium that that 
Senator can pass upon him. He owns the only mine of this metal that 
is known to exist in this country. This metal is employed in many 
establishments; it is used very largely in the fractional currency of the 
country. It has a very large and permanent market value. He can- 
not continue his industrial enterprise at a duty which is equivalent to 
something like $700 a ton, and therefore discharges three hundred men, 
who have been employed in mining this product heretofore, and closes 
the industry, having, as the Senator from Connecticut asserts, already 
made a competent fortune in the prosecution of this business. 

Now, Mr. President, can the most ardent disciple of protection allege 
that there is any reason why there should be any duty upon this im- 
port? 

Iam myself a moderate protectionist ; but I appeal to those who go 
beyond me and insist that protection per seis good, what conceivable rea- 
son in the face of the facts which appear here that there is but a single mine 
in this country, and that the owner of that has closed it and discharged 
his men because he can not satisfactorily mine the product at a protect- 
ive duty of $700 aton, why it should not be placed on the free-list ? 

Mr. HAWLEY. Does the Senator desire an answer now ? 

Mr. INGALLS. I wish I could have an answer. 

Mr. HAWLEY. Those who may be supposed to know best about 
this are the men who have $8,000,000 invested in the business and 
desire cheap nickel, Is not that so? 

Mr. INGALLS. I do not feel disposed to admit the entire truth of 
that. 

Mr. HAWLEY. They desire to sell their goods as cheaply as pos- 
sible, because that greatly extends the quantity and range of their sales, 

Mr. INGALLS. If they all are compelled to pay the same amount 
of tribute upon articles of necessary consumption, it does not make any 
difference to them whether nickel is cheap or dear, because they all 
bear alike; and the men who buy ultimately are the men who pay. 

Mr. HAWLEY. The Senator from Kansas is immensely mistaken 
xbout that. If he will go among some of those men who are accus- 
tomed to consulting the great markets he will find that they are very 
much pleased always to be able to sell an article ata lower rate if they 
can make a reasonable profit, because it greatly enlarges the range of 


customers. 
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It brings their product within a range of people of im 
moderate means. Isay the best judges in the work of this = 
the men who have eight millions invested in the manufacture: and tl 
would be exceedingly sorry to see Mr. Wharton’s mine ¢| a ct cad 
© Closed perma- 
nently because he acts as a balance-wheel, a check upon the produc “ 
of the rest of the world, and without some American check i; “g ‘he 
easiest thing in the world for them, by the use of the telegraph, in t 
days to combine on the price of nickel and govern the American marke 
and compel our manufacturers to pay a high price for their raw — 
terial, which undoubtedly has the effect of reducing the gross aha 
of their sales. a 

Mr. INGALLS. When Mr. Wharton closes his mine and dix 
his operatives and ceases to produce how does he hold any che: 
the markets of the world? ‘ 

Mr. HAWLEY. That is temporary. 

Mr. INGALLS. The mere fact that he possesses a mine that he does 
not operate isno menace to the other producing industries of the world 

Mr. HAWLEY. Yes; but if these foreign producers would dare to 
raise the price of nickel, immediately Mr. Wharton would start again, 

Mr. INGALILS. Then he is only waiting until foreign competition 
and domestic prohibition have brought this article up to such 
digious elevation that he can secure any profit that he desires. 

Mr. President, you place thisarticle in any aspect you please; place 
it as raw material, place it as a partially competitive American prod- 
uct, and in view of the admissions that have been made by the Sena- 
tor from Connecticut there is not the slightest reason for imposing any 
tariff duty whatever upon this product, because it is apparent that it is 
not being mined in this country in the interest of industry, but for the 
purpose of extravagant and extortionate profit on the part of the owner 
of this one mine. 

Mr. HAWLEY. 
which justifies that. 

Mr. INGALLS. I am making an argument; I am not asserting what 
the Senator did or did not say. 

Mr. HAWLEY. I would rather put 20 percent on this than to vote 
to put it on the free-list, representing those eight millions of capital in 
the interest of American manufactures and American labor. 

Mr. INGALLS. Iam not representing organized capital. I do not 
stand here representing the incorporated manufacturing capital of this 
country. Ispeak for that great mass of people who produce nine-tenths 
of our exports and pay four-fifths of all our taxes; and I speak from that 
standpoint, and ask in view of the facts which have been adduced with 
regard to this product why in their interest should the impost be longer 
continued ? 

Mr. PLATT. I will answer that question. 

Mr. INGALLS. I yield with pleasure. 

Mr. PLATT. The people whom the Senator says he speaks for ck 
sire to have the articles which are made of German silver, into which 
nickel enters, cheap; dothey not? That is the interest of t!ose peop’ ec. 
Now, put this upon the free-list; put it where it can not be produ ed in 
this country, and the price of this article is to be fixed by the foreign 
manufacturer. It will immediately go back to where it was years ago, 
at threeor four dollarsa pound inextreme instances. The inevitable re- 
sultof that is to enhance the price of the articles which are used by th 
people whom the Senator says he represents. It can have no other ef- 
fect. The men who live out on the prairiesin the Senator’s State who 
desireto buy German silver spoons, if this mine were to be permanently 
closed would have to pay an additional price for them because the for- 
eigner controlling the market would get the price which Mr. Wharton 
formerly got for his nickel—three or four dollars a pound. Of course 
that would greatly enhance the price of the manufactured article. 

Mr. INGALLS. Then they would not buy them. 

Mr. PLATT. Then they would be deprived of those articles which 
they desire to use. 

Mr. CAMERON, of Wisconsin. I ask the Senator from Connecticut 
how many foreign mines of nickel are knownor worked at this time? 

Mr. PLATT. I do not know with regard to that. There were sev- 
eral mines which were worked in competition, if I may use that term, 
with the mine in this country until a mine was discovered in New 
Caledonia which produces very largely. 

Mr. CAMERON, of Wisconsin. Would not those mines be in com- 
petition with one another? 

Mr. PLATT. Really, the mine in New Caledonia is the controlling 
mine in the world. You close this mine; put it where Mr. Wharton 
can not mine; let his mine run out, so to speak, and the New Caledonia 
mine, run by English capital, will control the price of nickel in this 
country and put it just where they please. 

Mr. SEWELL. I will add that that mine is worked by convict labor. 

Mr. HAWLEY. Yes 

Mr. INGALLS. 
by convict labor ? 

Mr. HAWLEY. No, the New Caledonia mine. . 

Mr. INGALLS. I wish the Senator from Connecticut would advise 
me whether the mining of nickel is particularly expensive above that 
of quarrying other metals? 

Mr. PLATT. It undoubtedly is. 
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Wharton that it isrepresented, and I believe it to be true, that he sank 
from $500,000 to $1,000,000 in opening that mine, in devising processes 
for refining it, before he received any substantial return. 1] believethat 
he has got that all back, and 
and will be at this rate of 15 cents a pound duty. ; as 

Mr. INGALLS. How can it be if it is not proiitable at 50 cents—if 
he has closed his mine and discharged three hundred men with the duty 
now at 30 cents? : : ma 

Mr. PLATT. I said there was a temporary overproduction of this 
article, which I believe accounts for the stoppage of this mine. 

Mr. INGALLS. The price, then, has gone down? 

Mr. PLATT. It was stopped on the principle that he would rather 
dose than put down the price. 

Mr. INGALLS. If there is overproduction how can the price ad- 


vance ? " ; : 
Mr. HAWLEY. When the s@rplus is used up he will go on. 
Mr. PLATT. There is no difficulty about it. 


Mr. INGALLS. Usually when there is overproduction there is a | 


diminution in price. 

Mr. PLATT. If one man holds it there will be no diminution in 
price until the surplus is used up, and then he will go on. 

I beg pardon of the Senate for having spoken so much as I have on 
this subject, but I wish to add that I have looked at this matter with 
a good deal of care. I believe that 15 cents a pound is a fair duty in 
this matter. I do not believe it is too much duty, nor de I believe it 
is too little. I believe it is just about a fair duty, and therefore I have 
suggested that amount. 

Mr. MORRILL. I must regret to be brought in contact with the 
Senators from Connecticut on this subject, but I do believe that they 
are doing the miner who is engaged in this business a very great injus- 
tice. This gentleman is engaged in various other enterprises. He had 
accumulated a handsome fortune and invested largely in this nickel 
business, and, as has already been stated, lost a large sum of money be- 
fore he was able to successfully accomplish hisobject in making a good 
article. Subsequently, until the last three or four years, owing to the 
fraud of importing this article with only 3 or 4 per cent. alloy, he has 
notbeen makingany profit whatever. Undersuch circumstances, while 
he has reduced the price, as is admitted by the Senators trom Connect- 
icut, more than 50 per cent., yet I have no sort of doubt if this estab- 
lishment shall be kept closed they will immediately have to pay a higher 
price for nickel. 

Now, let me call the attention of the Senate for one moment to the 
bugaboo—and I beg pardon for calling it so—in regard to the duties 
placed on German silver. It is true that the amount of duty proposed 
upon argentine and albata and German silver unmanufactured is 25 
per cent., but what is German silver? 
nickel, 25 per cent. of zinc, and 50 per cent. of copper; merely melting 
them in that proportion makes your German silver. It seems to me 
they ought not to present that as much of an argument for a reduction 
of the duty on nickel. 
German silver; and then if you look at the bill you will find that it is 
proposed on the next page but one that the duties upon these articles 
that are manufactured, like silver spoons and forks and other things, 
is to be 45 per cent. That is what has been proposed. 

Mr. President, I do trust that the Senate will not do any injustice 
about this matter one way or the other. I have no interest whatever 
in it. 


we may probably do at least what will not untimately and finally crush 
this industry, although I have some fears about it. I knowa few years 
ago that the only great profit this manufacturer made upon this article 


was when he was able to supply Germany with nickel for subsidiary | 


coins. 


Mr. INGALLS. On the question of the fraud perpetrated on the rev- 
enue by the introduction of this alloy, I ask that a brief statement which | 
was made by the Assistant Secretary of the Treasury, Henry F. French, | 


before the Tariff Commission, may be read. I think it will appear what 
claim there is on the consideration of Congress for a further increase of 
duties. 

The Principal Legislative Clerk read as follows: 

Take the article of nickel referred to in paragraph 138, and which is assessable 


at 30 cents a pound. By paragraph 139 nickel alloyed with copper is assessed at | 


20 cents a pound, The commission has already heard Mr. Wharton on this sub- 
ject, and he is engaged in that manufacture and understands more about it (han 
anybody else in this country, and I have conversed with him fully on all these 
topics, The importation of nickel alloy began with about one-half copper and 


one-half nickel, though I do not understand that nickel is found combined orig- | 


inally with copper. But at any rate there seemed to have been some article 
called an alloy of copper with nickel, and it was a recognized article. After- 
we had an importation of an article containing % per cent. of nickel and 5 
recent. of copper. That seemed to be a pretty severe test of the law, and we 
it analy: and there was no doubt of the proportions of the alloy. There 


was no doubt either that that was an intentional combination, made with refer- | 
ence to the tariff. The question came up about thetime that Secretary Windom | 


came into office, although I think it had been discussed before Mr. Sherman. 
I went throu hh the whole matter as carefully as I could, but preferred to take 
the opinion of the Secretary on it, and laid the papers all before him. The Sec- 


did not decide the matter during his term of office, and when Mr. Folger | 


came in as Secretary the question still remained there. I made a short brief 
after we had obtained the decision on the sugar question, which seemed to me 
to have some bearing upon it. Refore that ] had the impression that it was a 
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and that now itis a profitable industry to him | 


It is made of 25 per cent. of 


Only 25 per cent. goes into the manufacture of 


I merely want to see fair play, and I think if we retain the | 
duty as proposed by the Committee on Finance, at 20 cents a pound, | 


~s-_ 


Lil 


fraudulent evasion of the law, and that the to be assessed as pure 
nickel at 30 cents a pound. When men deliberately took n 
and put 5 per cent, of copper with it to make an alloy of nik 
of getting it in here at the lower rate of duty which our k 
thought that was a fraud, and we should assess it as pure 
Supreme Court of the United States decided in the sus 
| color pure sugar with black molasses in a vacuul 
| ducing the color below its normal color, and that 
in the United States at a lower rate of duty 
Those facts were admitted; that the sugar w 
been colored in that way down to the lowest grade, so 
| mitted at the lowest rate of duty. But that nof the Suprem 
Court of the United States. I inade a ion to the Secretary on this nickel 
question, that if that wasthe law thenthe nickel men undoubtedly had the right 
to take the nickel, melt it up, and put 5 per cent. of copper with it, and bring it 
in here and pay duty on itas an alloy of nickel witheopper. And I do not know 
how we can escape thatconclusion. I do not know how we can escape the ap 
plication of that decision to a great many cases where we were inclined to say 
that the thing was a palpable fraud on the revenue, andshould not be count 
nanced by the courts or anybody else. 


Mr. ALLISON. That only shows that nickel 
| should be at the same rate. 
Mr. FRYE. Just as the committee have got it 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The question is on the amendment of 
the Senator from Connecticut [Mr. PLATT] to the amendment offered 
by the Senator from New Jersey [Mr.SEWELL]. The Senator from New 
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Jersey proposed to increase the rate from 20 to25 cents per pound. The 
Senator from Connecticut proposes to reduceit tol5centsapound. The 


question is on the amendment to the amendment. 

Mr. SEWELL. I ask for the yeas and nays. 

The yeas and nays were ordered, and the Principal Legislative Clerk 
proceeded to call the roll. 

Mr. GARLAND (when his name was called). 
Senator from Vermont [ Mr. EpMuNDs]. 
"weg? ? 

Mr. HILL (when his name was called). Iam paired on this ques 
tion with the Senator from Arkansas [Mr. WALKER]. 

Mr. McDILL (when his name was called). I am paired with the 
Senator from South Carolina [Mr. BUTLER]. 

Mr. MCPHERSON (when his name was called). 
the Senator from Mississippi [Mr. GEoRGE]. 
and he would vote ‘‘yea,’’ if present. 

Mr. MITCHELL (when his name was called). 
the Senator from Virginia [Mr. JonmNston ]. 
| should vote ** nay.’’ 

Mr. MORGAN (when his name was called). 
Senator from New York [ Mr. LAPHAM]. 
** yea.’’ 

Mr. VANCE (when Mr. RANSOM’s name was called My colleague 
[Mr. RANSOM] is paired with the Senator from Illinois [Mr. LoGaN] 

The roll-eall was concluded. 

Mr. JONES, of Nevada (atter having voted in the negative). I with- 
draw iny vote. I forgot for the moment that I was paired with the 
Senator from Kentucky | Mr. WILLIAMs]. 

Mr. ROLLINS. The Senator from Florida [Mr. JONES] is paired 
with the Senator from Michigan [Mr. Ferry]. I make the announce- 
ment tor the day. 
| Mr. BLAIR (after having voted in the negative). 
the Senator from Georgia [| Mr. Barrow ]. 


I am paired with the 
If he were here, I should vote 





Iam paired with 
[ would vote ‘‘nay,”’ 





I am paired with 
If he were present, I 


Tam paired with the 
If he were here, I should vote 


I am paired with 
I withdraw my vote. 


| The result was announced—yeas 27, nays 13; as follows: 
YEAS—27 
Allison, Davis of Il Harris Platt, 
| Bayard, Dawes, Hawley, Pugh, 
| Beek, Farley, Ingalls, Saulsbury, 
; Camden, Gorman, Jackson, Vance, 
Cameron of Wi- Groome, Jonas, Van Wyck, 
Cockrell Grover, Kellogg, Vest 
Coke, Hampton Maxey, 
NAYS—13. 
Aldrich, Frye, Miller of N. ¥ Sherman 
Anthony, Harrison, Morrill, 
Chilcott, McMillan, Rollins, 
| Conger, Miller of Cal., Sewell, 
A BSENT—36 
| Barrow, Ferry, Lamar, Piumb, 
Blair, Garland Laphan Ransom 
Brown, George Logan Saunders, 
| Butler, Hale, MeDill, Sawyer, 
Call, Hill, McPherson Slater, 
| Cameron of Pa Hoar, Mahone Voorhees, 
| Davis of W. Va Johnston Mitehe!! Walker 
Edmunds, Jones of Florida, Morgan Williams, 


Jones of Nevada Pendleton, Windom 


Fair, 


So the amendment to the amendment was agreed to 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The question recurs on ag 
| the amendment as amended. 
Mr. SHERMAN. Let the clause be read as it now 
The Principal Legislative Clerk read 2 
Nickel, in ore, matte, or other crude form, not ready for consumption in the 
| arts, 15 cents per pound on the nickel contained therein. 
Mr. INGALLS. ‘‘On nickel contained therein.” 
| ascertained? By analysis at the custom-house ? 

Mr. PLATT. I desire to move the same 
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clause when we come to it. I do not think there should be any distine- 
tion 

The PRESIDING OFFICER 
amendment as amended. 

The amendment as amended was agreed to. 

The next paragraph, trom line 790 to line 794, was read, as follows: 

Nickel, nickel oxide, alloy of any kind in which nickel is the element of chief 
value, and ingots, sheets, or other formsof iron or other metal covered or plated 
with nickel, and wares made of metal so covered or plated, 20 cents per pound. 

Mr. MORRILL. In line 791, after the word ** value,’’ I move to strike 
out down to and including the word ** plated,’ in line 793, in the tol- 
lowing words 


The question is on agreeing to the 


And ingots, sheets, or other forms of iron or other metal covered or plated 
with nickel, and wares made of metal so covered or plated. 

This includes all forms of iron covered or plated with nickel 
ously it should have no such duty placed upon it. 

Mr. INGALLS. Let the clause be read as it would be if amended. 

Che Acting Secretary read as follows: 


Obvi- 


Nickel, nickel oxide, alloy of any kind in which nickel is the element of chief 
value, 20 cents per pound 


Mr. ALLISON It ought to be 15 cents, to correspond with the 
other 

Mr. BAYARD. — Is the paragraph open to amendment? 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The amendment is open to amend- 
ment, 


Mr. BAYARD 
to insert **15."’ : 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Chair wil! suggest that the ques- 
tion be first taken on the amendment of the Senator from Vermont 
{Mr. Morri_t]. The question is on agreeing to that amendment. 

The amendment was agreed to. 

Mr. PLATT. In line 794, I move to strike out 
**15;"? so as to read: ‘15 cents per pound.”’ 

The amendment was agreed to. 

Line 795 was read as follows: 


Then I move tostrikeout **20°" before ** cents,”’ and 


“90° and insert 


Cobalt, oxide of, 20 cents per pound. 

The paragraph, from line 796 to line 799, was read, as follows: 

Zine, spelter, or tutenegue, in blocks or pigs, and old worn-out zinc, fit only 
to be remanufactured, 1} cents per pound; zinc, spelter, or tutenegue in sheets, 
2} cents per pound. 

Mr. BECK. That is an increase on a very important article, both 
above the present tariff and above the proposition made by the Tariff 
Commission, whatever that is worth. I doubt whether the committee 
intended to increase the rate. 

Mr. MORRILL. They did not. 

Mr. BECK. The Tariff Commission reports to make zinc 1} cents a 
pound and in sheets 2 cents per pound instead of 2} cents, so that we 
have added $5.60a ton above the Tariff Commission report. 

Mr. ALLISON. That is exactly the present duty. 

Mr. BECK. I beg pardon. 

Mr. COCKRELL. It is it exactly. 

Mr. BECK. It is above what the Tariff Commission reported, and 
it is adding in the worn-out zinc, fit only to be remanufactured, and 
imposing a duty of 14 cents a pound on that, when the present duty is 
20 percent. ad valorem. Old zine, fit only to be remanufactured, which 
it is proposed now to make 1} cents a pound, is at present admitted, Sen- 
ators will observe, under the head of *‘ unenumerated’’ at the rate of 
20 per cent. ad valorem. An article in the New York Post of a day or 
two ago reads thus—I do not know how accurate it is: 

1am informed that it is proposed to change the duty on serap-zine from 20 per 
cent, ad valorem, equal to about $12.50 per ton, to 1} cents per pound specific duty, 
or $33.60 per ton. he article is fit only for remanufacture, and loses 15 to 20 per 
cent, in reducing to a second grade of spelter, which is worth 10 per cent. less than 
metal smelted directly from the ore, The effect is that the same duty is to be 
levied on scrap as on spelter, The productof scrap-zine is of great use in reman- 
ufacture of ships’ sheathing and for ordinary galvanizing pirposes. Is it the 
purpose of those behind the packed Tariff Commission to increase the duty on 
an article fit only for manufacture 170 percent. or more, or is it the result of igno- 
rance? Certainly not the latter, for the writer called the attention of the presi- 
dent of the Tariff Commission to this article last fall, long before the commission 
completed its labors or made its report. . 

Why should we increase this duty from $12.50 to $33.60 per ton? 

Mr. MORRILL. Uf the Senator from Kentucky will allow me, as I 
am anxious to make some progress, I will say that I do not know how 
this happened to be reported above the rate recommended by the Tariff 
Commission, 

Mr. SILERMAN,. I ean tell the Senator from Vermont, and I think 
the Senator from Kentucky will remember it. When the effort was 
made to prevent the reduction of duty on lead, the duty on zine was 
made to correspond with the duty fixed upon lead. I remember dis- 
tinctly the matter being fully considered, and the representations were 
made by manufacturers of lead, especially from Utah and other Western 
Territories 

Mr. ALLISON. And from Missouri particularly. 

Mr. SHERMAN. And Missouri; and we finally concluded that it 
was best not to reduce the duty on lead, and that zinc and lead must 
zo together. Zine is a little higher in value than lead. We decided 
that the relation of one to the other should be maintained. As that 
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theory is pretty well knocked in the head in this bill, | 
what is done with it; but that is the reason for it. 

Mr. BECK. In the variety of discussions we had, that escaped my 
recollection; but it is a very important matter, it will be observed 
Zine and zine in sheets, leaving out the old, amount in value im 
to about $1,000,000. The duty collected on zine in blocks or pigs was 
$276,125.88; in sheets $99,293.45. It is used very extensively, and ; 
suppose we ought to leave the old zinc, for the reasons given in thic 
statement, at 20 per cent. ad valorem, and place the other about whe. 
the Tariff Commission reported it. That is my idea of it. 

Mr. ALLISON. Has the Senator from Kentucky any into: 
as to the amount of scrap-zine imported ? 

Mr. BECK. Here it is, on page 24. The amount of zine in bloc 
pigs is put at 18,408,391 pounds, the value at $736,964, paying a duty 
of $276,125.88; and in sheets the amount imported is 4,413,042 pounds 
the value $207,031.68, paying a duty @ $99,293.45. 

Mr. ALLISON. But the Senator did not answer my question. | 
want to know how much old zinc is imported. The Senator is stating 
the zinc in sheets and in blocks. The unenumerated portion of zine jx 
not reported anywhere that I can find. 

Mr, BECK. The Senator will observe that the unenumerated ay} 
cles run up to a very large sum, of which that is a part. 

Mr. ALLISON. That is a part, of course, but that includes al! the 
metals. 

Mr. BECK. It does. 

Mr. ALLISON. All metals unenumerated. 

Mr. BAYARD. I wish to say in regard to zinc, spelter, and tute 
negue, which is the alloy of copper and zinc, that they enter now very 
largely into the progressive manufacture of galvanizing and coating 
iron. The tables which we have passed upon have lowered the rate. 
of duty very properly and materially upon iron; and why should not 
the components be lowered pari passu with the rest? Instead of that 
the Senate has advanced the duty, as proposed by the Tariff Commission, 
1} cents a pound. It ought not to be higher than 1 cent. 

Mr. ALLISON. The Senator from Ohio explained why zine was ad 
vanced, It was advanced without any discussion, owing to the tiet 
that we had advanced lead according to the report of the TariiY Com- 
mission. 

Mr. BAYARD. That is like taking away from a man one eye be- 
cause you put out the other. 

Mr. ALLISON. I know, but I did not hear the Senator speaking ot 
the increase in lead. I was only stating the reason why the committee 
raised this beyond the Tariff Commission report. I am not against the 
suggestion of the Senator from Delaware; I am perfectly willing to re- 
duce the rate. 

Mr. BAYARD. The lead schedule was passed over inadvertently in 
the Senate, and it will have to come up again when we get the bill out 
of the Committee of the Whole. It was passed without reflection, read 
rapidly, and gotten through without consideration; but it is too high 
and ought to be reduced. 

Mr. VEST. I want to say to the Senator from Delaware that | agree 
with him generally in regard to the tariff question, but when it comes 
to the lead and zine question I beg to differ with him very respectfully. 

I say very frankly and candidly that while I do not agree with the 
statement which was attributed to the Democratic candidate for the 
Presidency, General Hancock, that the tariff question is entirely a local 
question, still I shall have much to say in behalf of lead and zinc when 
that question comes before the Senate. 

Mr. ALLISON. The question of zinc is before the Senate now. 

Mr. VEST. I agree entirely with the Senator from Ohio when he 
states that the question of zinc is indissolubly connected with the ques 
tion of lead. The two must be considered together. 

Mr. SHERMAN. [said simply that they were about the same value 
They are both used largely for paints, and a discrimination could not be 
made between them as they compete with each other in the manufict- 
ure of paints. The rates of duty upon zine and lead have been put 
ten times as high as they are on corresponding iron. 

Mr. VEST. I donot know that there is any necessity for discussing 
the zinc question at this time, as the Senator from Delaware has advised 
us that he proposes to open the question as to lead. I will simply say 
in regard to it that while I believe in the general doctrine of a tariff tor 
revenue, at the same time I have always held and hold now, and am 
prepared to defend the assertion, that inside of the limit of a tariff for 
revenue, protection, which is incidental to every tariff, should be given 
to the infant American industries. I hold that no Democrat, if this 
question is put even upon a plain partisan basis, will dispute that prope 
sition. 

The zine industry is an infant American industry. It has grown up 
since the war. Two-thirds of the zinc produced in the United States 
is produced west of the Mississippi River in the States of Kansas and 
Missouri. Ifthe duty which the committee proposes now upon zin 
be reduced the result will be a destruction of this industry. If it ts 
left alone and the duty is still imposed on foreign zine, the result will 
be in a very few years in my judgment that no protection will be asked 
for at all. 

Take lead, for instance, which is indissolubly cgnnected, as the Sena- 
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tor trom Ohio said, with zinc. In 1881 there were 43,000,000 pounds 
of lead ore produced in Southwestern Missouri and in Kansas, equiva- 
jent to 15,000 tons of pig-lead, and 34 per cent. of the total product ot 
the whole United States. Of zine ore 50,000 tons were produced in 
Southwestern Missouri and in Kansas, or two-thirds of the total product 
of the United States. rhere were engaged in mining in lead 2,000 per- 
sons, in lead smelting 300 persons, in zine smelting 450 persons, and 
iy operating pumps, drills, &c., 1,000 persons. ! , 

Immediately dependent upon the industry of lead and zine are the 
towns of Joplin, Missouri, with 8,000 inhabitants, Webb City and Car- 
terville, Missouri, with 4,000 inhabitants, Granby, Missouri, with 1,500 
inhabitants, and Galena and Empire, Kansas, with 4,000 inhabitants. 
rhe lead furnaces areat Joplin and Granby, Missouri, and there are zine 
furnaces at Joplin and Rich Hill, Missouri, and at Weir City and Pitts- 
burgh, Kansas. — The ore is found at a depth of from 30 to 150 feet 
beneath the surface. 

| will not go through thestatistics to show the effect of the tar iff duty 
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upon the production of lead and upon its price in Saint Louis, Mis- | 


souri, and in New York, but I simply say that if this duty be reduced 
now the result will be, as I am intormed by persons interested to the 
largest extent in the production, anabsolute destruction of this industry 
at the present time. Within the limit of a tariff for revenue I pro- 
pose to protect this production and this industry if I possibly can and 
{ shall blame no other Senator if from his own State and his own stand- 
point within the limit I have mentioned he takes care of his people and 
of their industries. 

Mr. CONGER. Mr. President— 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. Senators will come to order 

Mr. CONGER. I hope there will be a little order on the other side 
of the Chamber, for I wish to make a remark affecting some of my 
friends there. 

The PRESIDENT pro lempore. 
somebody spoke to them. 

Mr. CONGER. I desire to say that [hail with unalloyed satisiaction 
‘the new recruit, even if it is upon but one of the industries and produc- 
tions of this country. Ihave been looking for several days past tor the 
list of productions in the United States and I have made inquiries. | 
was anxious to find that there were industries somewhere in some of 
the States of the Union that needed protection. I looked in vain to 
Kansas; I ran over the productions of Nebraska. I did find a very im- 
portant production in Kansas, of which I had no knowledge when that 
subject was before the Senate, that needed protection. That industry 
is an industry running loose, if we might say so, the castor-oil bean, 
and the production of castor oil therefrom. 

I am free to say that for Kansas, when I came to the Senate I had 
prepared a little amendment and laid it on my desk to use, and see 
whether castor oil would start the Kansas Senators to vote in favor of 
the protection of that or anything else. I felt pretty secure on that 
subject. In Nebraska I failed to find any industry in the world that 
needs any protection. In Missouri, in olden times, when my friend 


They were in perfect order until 


from Kentucky and the Senator from Missouri and the members of the | 


House from Missouri had to speak on tariff questions, I found that hemp | 


was animportantarticle needing protection in Missouri. I am told now 
that there was not protection enough to hemp; that the hemp fields are 
all-gone, and that they do not raise enough hemp in Missouri now to 
hangtheir criminals. 1 failed on the criminal application, then, of the 
tariff question. 
Missouri that the feelingsof Senators could be touched by it; and I am 
very happy to find my friend from Missouri just as zealous and just as 
earnest to protect that industry of his State and ask the favorable con- 
sideration of other Senators for that protection as I was for lumber. I 


I did not even know that lead was such a product of 


will takeit right from the REcorpD to-morrow morning when it is printed, | 


unless the Senator shall have changed his statement, his assertion as to 
what would be the effect of a neglect to give protection to the lead in- 


being a product of Missouri. 

Is it possible, as I now understand, that they have got another in- 
dustry there to be protected—lead and zine both ?- Then I have hope even 
‘for Missouri. 
tone of voice, which he can not imitate but which he must feel, asserts 
here that if this tariff is changed and this protection taken away from 
zine and from lead, a great industry in his part of the country will be 
prostrated. I said the same about lumber, but the gentleman’s ears 
would not listen to what I was saying. He voted for free lumber all 


through, as he has for free everything else, and for reduction of tariff 


upon everything else until we came to zinc. He said a large number 
of persons would be thrown out of employment and that that great in- 
dustry would be prostrated. God knows it would be prostrated, and 
the gentleman ought to know that the lumber interest would be pros- 
trated while he appeals to me to save zine. There is a kind of metallic 
Ting to that, it is true. 

I could help the Senator from Missouri save zinc, this production, 
this industry his people are engaged in, because I would have the pro- 
tection of all American industries by a reasonable distribution of duties 
upon the products coming from other countries which compete with the 
industries here. The gentleman will not doit. He has not done it 


But I was going to say that the gentleman, in a pathetic | 


is that while he aces pts the logic of the 
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He has voted with all these other gentlemen, whose interests in their 
own States in behalf of protection to the lumber which is becoming, 
trom day to day, to be a more and more important interest of their con 

stituents and to the workmen in their forests: he voted with them te 
put lumber on the free-list. I did not tind these industries in Missouri. 
I teel very much gratified to find that there is one industry or two in 

dustries in Missouri that will call on my free-trade friend to change his 
opinions and to assert here, as he has done just now, that it is the duty 
of every Senator to labor for the protection of the industries of his 
State. How can that be unless by some common link the indus 

tries of all States alike ! eK” 
proper rule ? 

I make these remarks 
on the castor-oil beans ot 


don 
arded and allare protected under some 
because, so tar as these « Westlol 


shave come up 
Kansas (iu v-oil production needs 


protection), Lintend when the proper time c 


mnes tocall out the Senators 
from Kansas, as the Senator trom Missouri | wen calledout, to labor 
for the detense even of that interest I desire to say to the Senator from 
Missouri or to any other Senators that whenever within the States 
there is an interest separate, it may be, from that of every otherState in 
the Union, one interest not known in other regions. with mv views of 
protection and my duty to all parts of this country I shall vote for the 
reasonable protection of every industry in this land Iwill not bea 
free-trader against everybody else and an ultraprotectic own 
people ‘The people of Michigan do not desire me to t tand 
They ask for their industries the same reasonable, prope ition round 
of protection which the are willing to give to all the other industries 
of the land We can not live any other way legislators can not act in 
any other way. If it be so that some few creat industries can control 
all tariff legislation and give protection, then all the minor industries 
or even the great industries of particular regions must fall tothe eround 


Mr. PLUMB. Mr. President, I have been for some time during the 
period of my acquaintance with the Senator from Michiean deliehted 
with his great ability, but very much concerned about the bilious con 
dition of his stomach, as manifested by the 


intemperate speeches he has 
uttered here trom time to time 





Mr. CONGER If the gentleman will prescribe the Kansas rem 
edy 

Mr. PLUMB. I have never had until now a fair understandingof the 
causes. His stomach has never known the delights of Kansas castor-oil 


The representatives of the smaller interests, in one sense a little larger, 
in the western country are confronted with just this condition of things 
for many years, for twenty years or more, and especially since the adop 
tion of the tariff made necessary by the war, we have been paying con 
siderable prices to eastern manufacturers. We have regarded that as 
a thing which was necessary to be done in view of the necessities of 
the Government, and have subscribed in a modified way to the theory 
of protection on which the imposifion was founded. After a time we 
have found ourselves in possession of a small industry, the production 
of lead and of zine, which we have modestly sought to have put upon 
the same footing with the greater interests of this entire country 

I think I feel entirely warranted in saying that if the iron and the 
copper and the cotton and the other interests of this country are per 
fectly willing to wipe out all tariff duties, the representatives of the 
lead and the zinc interests of Kansas and Missouri are willing to do the 
same thing. If we can have free trade in all the other things, saying 
nothing about it now as a thing apart from this question of comparison, 
we are willing to take the same thing; but for twenty years the inter 
ests of the eastern portion of the continent have been built up and frue- 
tified and made profitable, 1 do not say at our expense in any offensive 
way, but after this has occurred for now to come around at this late day 
and in reference to an industry which has sprung up in the last tive or 
Six years to any considerable importance to reflect upon us, because we 
say on the whole we should have some of the medicine which we have 


| ourselves given heretofore with no stint and at great expense to our 
dustry and the zine industry, which is coupled with the lead, that not | 


selves, is not a very fair thing, I think, to say. 

However, the Senator from Michigan puts this interest upon the same 
platform withlumber. [had occasion tosay the otherday why I thought 
it stood apart from all other interests in this country seeking protection; 
that it did not seem wise with one hand to advance the price of lumber 
in the United States and stimulate its production and with the other 
hand to give bounties for the destruction of the forests, and the lavish 
waste thus encouraged was bringing about, but still the logic of events 
has taken the Senator from Michigan I have no doubt in the ranks of 
what he would call the free-traders. All I want for him now to say 
situation in reference to lum 
ber he will not apply that logic alone to lead and zine, but that he 
will apply it to iron, to copper, and to all other manufactures in this 
country, and put them all on the same footing, and particularly copper, 
as the Senator trom New Hampshire says, with a relish which I think 
he must have some basis of facet probably back of it, so that when we 
come to look at these questions we may consider the people who are 


| interested, the protection heretofore accorded, the benefit derived from 


it, the condition of industries as they are to-day, and when that has 
been done I am satisiied that the interests of lead and zinc in Missouri 
will be perfectly willing to take an a@eount of stock and abide by the 
result of the invoice 
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Mr. LOGAN. Mr. President, I do not know that I have anything to Mr. BAYARD. We have been here since 11. I have riven \ 


say about what I shall vote for or what I shall not in reference to other 
matters. I will try to be as consistent as possible. I have no discus- 
sion with any gentleman as to the interests of his State or those which 
are not interests of the different States; but in part I represent a State 
that has some interests so far as zinc is concerned. I believe the only 
zine mills in the United States arein my State, two in La Salle County, 
and I have astatement here giving the amount of spelter, tin, zinc, &c., 
imported into the United States since 1876 up to the present time show- 
ing very large quantities. . I submit it for publication in the Recorp: 


Importation of spelter and sheet-zine at New York from January 1, 1876, 
and for nine months to October 1, 1882. 


Sheet- 











Year. Spelter. Sheet-zine. | Spelter. aban. Total. 

Pounds, Pounds, Tons. | Tons. | Tons. 

eR aac eae a te 504,958 | 1, 901, 914 295 | 9) 1,974 
| RRS AASEEL 1,138,490} 1,352, 149 | 509 | 603 | 1,112 
ane 1, 101, 605 | 856, 220 | 492 | 382 874 
2 4, 272,107 | 2, 621, 601 1,908 1,170 3,078 
PE avcodsvscutuaveccnceveescantons 6, 100, 653 4, 288, 028 2,750 1,900 4, 650 
1881 5,511, 203 | 2, 676, 700 2,461 | 1,19 3, 656 
18,689,076 | 13,696,702 | 8, 345 6,099 | 14,444 
1882 (nine months) 19, 821, 842 | 4,074, 8 8, 849 1,819 | 10,688 


Previous to March 1, 1882, there was but one sheet-zine mill in operation in 
the United States. Since that date two mills have been in operation, both in La 
Salle County, Llinois. 

Mr. ALLISON, 
Is that specified ? 

Mr. LOGAN. No, sir. The table shows that within the last nine 
months the amount of spelter imported into this country was 19,821,842 
pounds, of sheet-zine 4,074,550 pounds, of spelter 8,849 tons, showing 
a very large importation of this article. This industry being one that 
is not a very old one in this country, if there is anything that needs 
protection it certainly does needitasmuchasanyindustry. I donotsay 
whether it ought to have it or not except that according to the rule and 
the idea of a tariff for the protection of industries where they are grow- 
ing up in this country, this certainly deserves it and ought to have it. 

The gentlemen who are engaged in manufacturing this article com- 
plain very bitterly that they were not properlyytreated by the Tariff 
Commission; that they were not properly heard; that their industry 
was entirely ignored while similar industries were put up much higher. 
Whether that claim is proper or not I do not know; but that is what 
they do say. They claim that the tariff in reference to lead, spelter, and 
zine and everything of this kind (but I only speak of zinc now) ought 
to be 25 cents instead of 1} cents a ‘pound. One and a half cents is 
the old rate, which they claim has been but of little benefit to them 
so far as protection is concerned, and that in order that this industry 
should be placed upon the same basis as other industries it ought to 
have 2} cents tariff. As I said, it is reduced to 14 cents, and the com- 
mission recommended 1} cents. It is very hard to get anything raised 
here in the Senate, there has been such a raid by our friends on the 
other side who believe in low tariff, and a few of our friends on this 
side who seem to have very recently got the disease of free-trade are suf- 
ficient to vote with that side and beat everything almost that this side 
proposes, I do not know that it is necessary to propose an increase of 
this tariff, but I shall do it. I shall move to increase it one-half cent 
per pound, 

I do not want to detain the Senate. I have some letters here from 
gentlemen who are engaged in manufacturing this article, in which they 
protest against the tariff as laid in this bill and as recommended by the 
commission, and give some comparisons to show the manner in which 
they think they have been treated. Without detaining the Senate, for 
I do not wish to discuss anything in connection with this tariff, I shall 
ask the Senate to merely take a vote. I move to increase this article 
half a cent per pound, so as to make the rate of duty 2 cents a pound. 

Mr. MCPHERSON. Is the Senator from Illinois aware that this 
item in the bill is largely increased above the commission’s report? 

Mr. LOGAN. I differ with the Senator. It is only an increase of 
a quarter of a cent. The commission recommended 1} cents, and the 
committee has reported 14 cents. 

Mr. MCPHERSON. That is a difference of $5.60 a ton. 

Mr. LOGAN, It does not make any difference; it is a very small 
increase. 

Mr. McPHERSON. 
a cent above that? 

Mr. LOGAN. Yes, to make it 2 cents a pound. 

Mr. VEST. What motion does the Senator from Illinois make ? 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. In line 797 the Senator from Illinois 
moves to increase the rate from 14 cents to 2 cents per pound. 

Mr. BAYARD. I should like to ask the Senator from Vermont 
whether he does not think the time of adjournment has about arrived ? 
It is 6 o'clock. He has charge ofthe bill. 

Mr. MORRILL. I desire to say that we have made very little prog- 
ress to-day. 


May I ask the Senator how much of that is old zine? 


The Senator's proposition is to increase it half 





close attention to the bill since the time we started on the diseysc;,..” 

Mr. MORRILL. I do not intend to vote for an adjournment .... 
9 o'clock. At all events I want to get through with this s % 

Mr. SHERMAN. Let us make it 9 o’clock. 

Mr. MORRILL. Nine. 

Mr. ALLISON. I hope the Senator from Vermont will give noti 
as to the time he willagree to anadjournment. I think that would be 
rather important. 

Mr. MORRILL. Nine o’clock. 

Mr. ALLISON. If it is understood that an adjournment will t,);, 
place at 9 o’clock, that will be satisfactory to everybody I think. 

Mr. BAYARD. I hope the Senate will not sit until 9 o'clock. I 
understand that the honorable Senator from Vermont expresses his per- 
sonal desire, nothing further, upon thissubject. I move, therefore, tha; 
the Senate do now adjourn. 

Mr. SHERMAN. I understood that it was agreed that this week we 
would sit until a later hour. 

Mr. MORRILL. I gave notice on Saturday evening to that effect 

Mr. ROLLINS. It certainly was the understanding. 

Mr. MORRILL. It was generally assented to on Saturday evening 
that we would sit this week every evening to a later hour. 

Mr. BAYARD. I have always had the impression that a motion to 
adjourn was not debatable. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. 

Mr. BAYARD. 


} ) , 
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It is not debatable. 
I have made the motion, and I have a right to have 
it put. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The question is on the motion of the 
Senator from Delaware, that the Senate adjourn. 

Mr. MORRILL. On that I ask for the yeas and nays. 

Mr. BAYARD. Let us have a division. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. 
the yeas and nays. 

Mr. BAYARD. Let us have a division. 

Mr. ROLLINS. Let us have the yeas and nays. 

Mr. HARRIS. I think if we take a division the Senate will not ad- 
journ if the Senator from Vermont desires that it should not. 
gest to try a division before asking for the yeas and nays. 

Mr. BAYARD. Try a division. 

Mr. MORRILL. Very well. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. Those in favor of an adjournment 
will please rise and stand until counted. 

The Senate refused to adjourn; there being on a division—ayes 16, 
noes 28, 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The question is on the amendment 
of the Senator from Illinois [| Mr. LoGAN], to increase the duty on zine, 
&e., in blocks or pigs from 14 cents per pound to 2 cents per pound. 

Mr. BAYARD. Mr. President, I wish tosay a few words in regard to 
the remarks of my friend from Missouri[Mr. Vest]. We are trying to 
take astep toward reform of oursystem of tariffduties. There isayeneral 
concession in public opinion that the present tariff is obstructive to our 
domestic industries and obstructive to our commercial intercourse with 
other nations; that it is complicated, obscure, and excessive in its rates. 
The task has been proposed to Congress to remodel the tariff and get 
rid of these defects if possible. There is, as faras I can understand, an 
intelligent, clear, public demand for a reduction of the scale of tariff 
duties, forasimplification of the system; that thereshall besome method 
by which the necessaries of life and the cost of production in this coun- 
try shall be lessened. 

How is that # be obtained? We feel here the difficulty of dealing with 
the diversified industries of this country and the diversified productions 
of the country. The Senator from Missouri speaks very naturally when 
he says that while he is for a revenue tariff generally, yet when it comes 
to some especial interest near his home and among his people he feels 
the duty incumbent upon him to insist upon a protective spirit in the 
law that he does not feel as applied to other portions of the country. 
That is a very natural feeling which does exist, and it is one of the chiet 
causes of difficulty we now encounter in settling our system of tarifl 
taxation. 

At the very root of the doctrine of taxation lies, it is true, a necessary 
principle, that it is a public act and for a public purpose, and the very 
instant that you shall change that doctrine and make it a private act or 
a local act for a private, class, or local purpose then you have begotten 
the natural rivalry between localities and local interests that will make 
it almost impossible ever to reduce a system of taxation which has been 
swollen and enlarged to an improper extent. 

It was the exigency of the war; it was the haste, the inevitable haste 
at that time to discover objects upon which taxation could be levied 
that led to this conglomerate system both of internal and external 
taxation which we have witnessed for so many years past in this 
country. 

The internal revenue hascomparatively been simplified. It has been 
reduced to three or four chief heads. Distilled spirits, fermented liq- 
uors, and tobacco form its chief heads; but the tariff upon imports has 
not only had no modification since war ceased, but, on the contrary, 
repeated intensification in many of its features. 


The Senator from Vermont calls for 
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the duties upon imports. The tariff of 1875, another most unwise ad- 
vance in tariff duties, was made in a time of profound peace, and some 
of its evils are those from which we are now seeking relief. 

How is it to be done? If the doctrine suggested by my friend from 
Missouri is to be followed up, then the complimentsof the Senator from 
Michigan will of course be passed around the Senate—** You tickle me, 
[tickle you;”? “*' ‘ 
with you to sustain yours. ? 
pined interests which will effectually prevent anything like the refor- 
mation and reduction of taxes which is sought. 

Mr. CONGER. Mr. President—— 

Mr. BAYARD. 
ina minute. The Senator calls on the Senator from Missouri and wel- 
comes him into the ranks of protection because he says upon the sub- 
ject of zinc and spelter and the like he wants to have an increase of duty 
over the present high rates, and now he says, ‘* You voted to put lum- 
ber on the free-list, but I will show a peculiarly Christian spirit by 
voting for your favorite article, and I will vote for every other in order 
that there shall be a firm combination that in the end will be able to 
resist all attempts at reform and reduction asked for.’’ 

Isaw this spirit; I recognized it. I do notspeak of itdisrespectfully ; 
I look upon it as a natural exhibition of human feeling; but I do say it 
is as fatal as death to the principles of sound and just taxation. Ina 
country like our own, with that spirit started and that rivalry for local 
interests among local representatives, there never can be and there 
never will be an agreement. 

If we ever mean to pass a truly reformatory law upon this subject it 
must be upon the basis that it is the public interest which shall aflix 
the grade of taxation sufficient for public needs and purposes, and that 
individual demands raising it beyond such requirements shall not pre- 
vail, Upon that principle Congress may proceed to make a tariff law. 
Upon the other system of a mere division of the spoils of legislative 
power, for that is what it is, Ido not believe that the Senate or the 
House of Representatives ever can agree. 

Our interests in this country are so diverse—by that I mean that the 
diversity of the production, the natural clash and rivalry of local inter- 
ests, are so great—how are they to be harmonized; how are they to be 
brought together? If you are to have combinations to advance one 
especially or an especial class, what will be the result? That the weak- 
est will go to the wall, that those who can command the most votes will 
demand and receive the greatest share of the taxing power, and injus- 
tice must surely follow or else human nature will have been changed. 

I submit to my friend from Missouri, and to those who discussed the 
item which we are now proposing to arrange, a tax upon zine and spelter 
and the alloy of copper and zine, called tutenegue, whether they shall 
not give consideration to the general scale of duties which has through- 
out the course of the bill so far, and is proposed in the future in regard 
to the bill, been applied to industries in which this metal and this sub- 
stance have their part and into which they enter and enter usefully. 

We have been taxing iron inits various shapes. Thedebate lasted for 
twohours this morning upon the subject of a duty upon galvanized steel 
wire. Whatisgalvanized wire? Itis wire coated with zinc or withspelter 
or with some preparation of these very metals now under consideration. 
The Senate refused to increase the tariff tax on the galvanized wire over 
that of ordinary steel or iron wire uncoated or ungalvanized, and at the 
same time it is proposed to advance the duty upon the coating substance, 
the zine or the spelter, in order to make the business of galvanizing iron 
and steel more difficult for those who are engaged in it in the United 
States. 

Thus it will go on all around the circle, each man claiming and ob- 
taining for his especial pet and local industry the highest grade of tax- 
ation, the article being but an ingredient in other manufactures and a 
needful one; and what will be the result? Each man will get his tax, 
and the manufacture at every stage of progress will pay the additional 
tax, and at the end the consumer pays the whole as an addition to the 
natural cost of the article. 

Zinc is a crude material not at all a difficult one to produce. Let me 
read something which has been said upon this subject. He does not 
refer to its use for galvanizing, in which a very large amount of capi- 
tal is embarked in this country, and its uses to prevent the oxidiza- 
tion of other metals, with which of course the Senate are very familiar. 
I read from the testimony of Mr. Louis Windmiiller given in New York 
in October, 1882, in regard to the duties upon sheet-zine and spelter. 
He states that— 

The present duty upon sheet-zine of 2} cents per pound is equal to 53 per cent. 
of the present foreign value. It costs now, at the principal places of produc- 
tion, in Belgium and in Siberia, 4 cents of our currency per English pound. 
You add to that, as this is an article of weight and bulk, the cost of 
freight, the commissions, the transportation, and so on. 

Since the article is used extensively in every house in this country, for pro- 

n of floors against fire, under stoves; for covering of bath-tubs, counters, 
&e. ; for washboards; to cover floors on steamboats, I think this duty is too 
aa _ ch as it enhances the price of an article of necessity more than is 


t requires no skilled labor to roll zinc. The only mill in this country which 
until quite recently had the monopoly of rolling it in the United States is at La 








The tariff of 1867 lowered internal revenue, but it seriously increased | 


‘*You sustain my local industry and I will join hands 
And so you will have this cordon of com- | 


The Senator will pardon me; I will give way to him 
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Salle, in Minois ; the product is 15,000 tonsannually The owners have amassed 
a fortune in a comparative short space of time, atthe expense of the co ner 
The metal from which zine is rolled (spelter) is taxed 1} cents per p Its 
present value in Silesia is $3.80 per one hundred pounds, The duty is therefor 
nearly 40 per cent. of the present foreign value rhe annual product of spelter 
in the Un it 30,000 tons fhe quality of American spelter 
generally superior to the foreign articl Some is exported at prices showing 
| that it is highly appreciated abr 


| Tariff Commission report, the duties upon sheet 











There is a fet that will not s 
Mr. DAWES 
Sy Iter ? 


Mr. BAYARD. 


bhi em to dem nd protection. 

Will the Senator inform me what is the price ot 
lam reading trom the testimony, page 1617 of the 
zine and spelte Yr. 

Mr. DAWES. I was inquiring as to the cost of spelter. Has the 
Senator got it there ? 
Mr. BAYARD. As I stated 

It costs now, at the principal places of production, in Belgium and Siberia, 

4, cents of our currency per English pound 
* " * ‘ * ‘ * 

I give you on the othe side a list of the imports of spelter and zine for the 
last ten years; they have increased lately in spite of the high duties, because 
the American product was not suflicient for the increased demand 

I consider the duties upon thisas weil as upon all other metals entirely too high 
I see no good reason why the whole people are taxed for the benefit of the few 
producers of these necessary raw miaterials. 

Most metals are found in this country in a state of greater purity than ir 
other countries. For this reason, and by superior mining machinery, metals 
could be produced in the United Statesas cheap as in any country of the world 

I advocate a reduction of the duty upon sheet-zine to 1) cents per pound, 
spelter to 1 cent per pound, and upon all other metals in the same proportion 
This reduction may temporarily reduce the revenue derived from these articles 
It would not, however, curtail the quantity produced here, but only the profits 
made by the producers. The cheapening of the price would gradually increase 
the consumption. 

They would be used extensively and for a great many purposes for which 
the present values are too dear in this country, but for which they have been 
used for a long time in England and in other countries. 


Mr. LOGAN 
is reading from ? 
Mr. BAYARD. [am reading from the testimony of Mr. Louis Wind 

miller before the Tariff Commission 

Mr. LOGAN: Where from? 

Mr. BAYARD. He gave it in New York 

Mr. LOGAN. An importer of the article? 

Mr. BAYARD. 1 will tell you what he was—— 

Mr. LOGAN. He is an importer of this very article 

Mr. BAYARD. I suppose he was or otherwise he would not be so 
competent to speak of the prices abroad. 

Mr. LOGAN. I only want to call the Senator’ s attention to the fact 
that the gentleman who testifies there swears to the amount of money 
these gentlemen have made in my State. 1 take the liberty ¢“ saying 
that he makes a statement there that is not borne out by the facts 

Mr. BAYARD. That is a question of course I am not competent to 
decide. 

A gentleman from Peru, Illinois, Mr. Archibald Means, testified be 
fore the commission at page 1171, and he gives the production of spel 
ter for the year ending August 31, 1882, as follows 


Will the Senator allow me to ask what testimony he 


Tons 
Tn Illinois, Saleen 15, 500 
In Missouri........... 6, 675 
In Kansas........... 4,250) 
Total Western : 26, 425 

The importation of foreign spelter in last fiscal year, as given by New 
York Metal Report, was 11,346 
Total Western and imported 37,771 


This gentleman goes on to say that the ore can be found in various 
States ; that there is a great deal of ore in Wisconsin, Illinois, Tennes 
see, Arkansas, and Missour. He goes on to describe its condition in 
the earth. 

Mr. LOGAN. There is a great deal in Arkansas, I know 

Mr. BAYARD. What I mean to say is this: The uses of this metal 
enter importantly into and are contributory toa great many other of the 
metallic industries, the galvanizing of iron and of other metals. The 
duty upon the finest sheet-iron which has just been passed upon by the 
Senate, a highly advanced stage of production, has been reduced to 2 
cents per pound or 2} cents, and there it stands. Here is‘a perfectly 
crude production, a very ductile and plastic as this 
man says, little skill in rolling, soft and easily rolled. The duty pro 
posed upon it is greater than upon the highly finished elaborate pro 
duction of American sheet-iron, which to the eye was 
the Russian specimen produced to the Senate alongside of it; yet the 
tax imposed upon that highly advanced production of American labor, 
sheet-iron, is but a little over 34 per cent. ad valorem, and upon thi; 
crude article the duty was 53 per cent. ad valorem, and it is proposer 
now to advance it still further. What proportion is there in this? 

I submit to the Senate if we are to embark upon the rule that each 
member of this body is to get for his immediate constituents all he can 
of the taxing power of the United States—if that is to be the rule, it it 
is to be ‘‘ the devil take the hindmost’’—of course then this tariif bill is 
to be a scramble forthe spoils of legislation. I do not see how any wis 
change of the law can occur, or how any just basis of taxation can be 
arrived at or shall long be satisfactory; because I am satisfied that in 
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this country there will come sooner or later, and I think soon rather | 
than late, a perception in the minds of our people that this is one coun- | 
try, and that there is one national interest that is superior to any local 
interest, and that our laws for taxation and for all other public pur- 
poses are to be arranged with reference to the national interest first and 
chiefly, and that that can not be done by having a scramble between 
the different localities and States of the Union as to which shall obtain | 
the greatest share and benefits of the taxing power of the General Gov- | 
ernment 

I shall despairof any arrangement of our system of tariff duties that 
shall not recognize something like a principle in their apportionment. | 
Phat principle will | think take the form of something like proportion, | 
starting with a tax upon the crude material, although in my judgment 
that should be as low as possible, for the chief thing for our manufact- 
urers and their laborers is to give them cheap raw material. Then as 
you advance the product in its stages of labor, in all of these progress- 
ive stages protect it if you will by taxes which while yielding revenue 
shall establish a discriminating protection to the American laborer as 
against his foreign competitor. 

There is a principle, but that principle must be applied under some 
uniformity of system. Here we have in this proposed lead, zine, and 
spelter schedule an egregious exception to the general rate of duties 
which has been arranged in a prior part of this bill for iron, steel, and 
nickel. The duties on all those articles have been lowered I believe 
without exception, but on lead, zinc, and speltér they are now to be 
sdvaneced and much too tir advanced upon the principle to which my 
triend from Missouri says he yields to inthe case of Missouri. I donot 
understand that he would include any other State, but he yields to it 
in the case of Missouri. 1 hold we can not, but if it is right for him to 
say this it is right for any other Senator to say it and to act upon it, 
vend if each man acts upon it, then the industries of our country become 
simply rivals to obtain the greatest share of the favor of taxing the rest 
of the country for their support. If that is to be the rule and the doc- 
trine, | think the day is distant when any tariff system shall be settled 
upon what ought at least to be a permanent basis, for this fluctuation 
and uncertainty in tax laws is death to every business enterprise, and 
of course to the steady employment of labor. 

To-day this disturbance and delay in settling this tariff of duties is 
playing havoc with many a laboring man’s means of living and with 
the capital and property of the manufacturer. Laws should be stable; 
and in order to be stable they must be founded upon justice, and in 
order to be just to the American people you shall not impose a greater 
burden upon one class or section than you do upon any other, and you 
must not select certain favored industries from local or other causes and 
prefer them as the objects of governmental protection to others who 
may not have so long a hand, or so loud a voice, or so many voices to 
speak for them in these halls of legislation. 

Therefore, I hope that the duty upon zine and spelter will be rele- 
gated to its proper place of proportion, and if you do that you can lower 
them considerably beyond the amount agreed to by the Tariff Commis- 
sion or by the Committee on Finance. They are now too high. They 
are high in proportion to all those other industries into which they nec- 
essarily enter. They are to-day obtaining an amount of taxation upon 
the consumers of this country that the other metals do not obtain in 
proportion to their value, or the difficulty of their production. There- 
fore it is, | say, that I regret every evidence that I see of the intention 
to settle or to try to settle—I think it will be a vain attempt—a tariff 
system upon the basis of local demand and merely local or class interest. 
There must be a general consideration of the needs of the country and 
there must be soniething like a principle adopted, or the attempt to 
make an equitable tariff law will be fruitless. 

Mr. VEST. Mr. President, I shall detain the Senate but a minute. 
It is not my purpose of course at this stage of the bill to indulge in any 
general argument on the question of tariff. It is a threadbare subject, 
to say the most of it. But I certainly wish to say something in reply to 
the Senator from Delaware. 

Permit me to say in the first place that much as I appreciate the 
spirit of fraternity which actuated our amiable friend from Michigan 
{ Mr. CONGER] when he welcomed me into the school of protectionists, 
I modestly disclaim it. I believe now, as I had the honor to say before 
and as I think I shall always believe, in the doctrine of a tariff for reve- 
nue only; and I believe that no other tariff is constitutional. The 
whole teachings of my life, all the expressions that I have ever given 
utterance to are in that direction; nothing more and nothingless. But at 
the same time I believe that inside of the limit ofa tariff for revenue the 
infants of American industry should be protected, because every tariff 
logically and necessarily gives protection. It is simply impossible to 
speak of a tariff for revenue unless we associate with it the idea of pro- 
tection inside of that limit. 

As I said the other day, I have never risen myself to that solar re- 
gion, that high philosophical lunar altitude where I could overlook 
the people who sent me here and the State which did me the honor to 
give me a place on this floor. While I am a Senator of the United 
States, I am not here to take care especially of Massachusetts or Penn- 
sylvania when they have Senators upon this floor who, more ably than 
I can possibly do, look to those interests. I believe, as a Democrat, 





ne 


that the ligament which binds these States together toa common pr 
perity ana in a glorious Union is the ligament based upon State inter. 
ests, local interests, and the fact that every local interest is re / 
upon this floor and in the Chamber of the other House. 

The Senator said that I was a recruit to the doctrine of protect 
The difference between the Senator from Michigan and myself jx and 
always will be this, that there is a limit to my idea of protection and 
there is none to his. I am for protection up to the limit of revenue ji, 
the support of the Government. Inside of that I intend to ta) " 
of my people. That is my business upon this floor. 

If I were convinced by the eloquence or logic of the Senator from [).) 
aware to let the interests of the people of Missouri as to lead or zine iy, 
way to the common interests of the whole Union, I hope-—I say it mo 
estly—that I could rise above local prejudices, interest, or passion an 
give way to the result of his argument and of his eloquence, but wnti| 
1 am so satisfied I shall do all that I can to protect the interests that ay. 
committed immediately to my hands, the interests immediately undey 
my eye, the interests with which I am conversant, the interests that | 
know to be infants, the interests that I know to be struggling now for y 
bare existence, and I have no hesitation in saying that I plead guilty to 
the impeachment that I am so actuated and that I propose to so yot, 

I distinctly repudiate the assertion of the Senator from Delaware tha; 
I stand here upon any such doctrine or platform as ** you tickle me and 
I tickle you.’’ I voted for the reduction upon iron. I voted for it, 9) 
though my State to-day produces more iron ore than any other State iy 
the whole Union. I voted for it because I believe that cheap iron means 
cheap plows, cheap anvils, cheap chains, and, more than all, it means 4 
navy and a merchant marine for the people of the United States. 

Why is it to-day that there are no ships upon the ocean? Why isit 
that we have to-day no navy in foreign parts? It is because the iron 
vessels of the World are not built in the navy-yards of the United States. 
because England has cheap iron, and we refuse to take it. It is because 
by the tariff upon iron we have shut out from the navy-yards of the 
United States the facility and the means of competing with the navies 
of the world and the merchant marine of the world. 

I have not, as my votes will show, acted upon the principle of *‘ you 
tickle me and I tickle you,’’ but I do say that inside of the limit of a 
tariff for revenue I will vote for the protection of every infant American 
industry, and when Senators taunt me by saying Iam going to the 
school of protection I can stand it. 

I propose at the proper time after the bill has been perfected in its 
details to give my reasons why I can not vote for the protection that is 
contained upon its pages. Protection to what? To infant industries” 
To zinc, that since 1872 has been struggling and falling, stumbling and 
staggering in order to maintain its feeble existence? It is protection to 
what? ‘To industries wholly that have come year after year to the 
American Congress demanding more protection, that have, under the 
pretense of being weak, panoplied themselves in the doctrine of a high 
protective tariff, until now they send to control all the rest of the coun- 
try, including the en, of the United States. 

I say to the Senator from Delaware that my protection is inside of a 
tariff for revenue, not outside of it. I stand upon the doctrine that Mr. 
Polk advanced in his letter of 1844. The Democratic party of the West 
stands upon it. We propose not to strike down the whole system of 
tariff duties in this country, because I ize the truth of what the 
Senator from Georgia [Mr. BRowN] said the other day; you must have 
a tariff; you must derive revenue from a tariff. No party, no individual 
is willing to stand in this country to-day and say that he is in favor of 
striking down the whole tariff system. But the difference between the 
Senator from Michigan and myself is as broad and distinct as the dif 
ference between this world and the other, as between night and day, as 
between fire and water. It is the difference between a tariff for revenue 
and an unlimited tariff for protection. 

Now we propose to have a tariff for revenue and inside of that tariff 
I want to keep the duty upon zine. I want to keep it there because 
in my State and in Kansas eight cities and towns are dependent upon 
it. I want to keep it there because I know it is an infantindustry. | 
want to keep it there until the infant, staggering, trembling, crawling 
to-day stands erect in its manhood as an industry and production of the 
United States. I can give this vote without leaving the ranks of the 
party to which the Senator from Delaware and myself belong. 

Mr. MORRILL. I merely desire to say that one of the main objects 
in this revision of the tariff is to release some of the revenue that comes 
into the Treasury; and the proposition of the Senator from Illinois would 
be to increase it. It will be seen that we import very large quantities 
of zinc and spelter. The amount imported last year was 18,408,391! 
pounds, and we received from that and zinc in sheets almost $400,000 
To reduce the duty upon this article would increase the revenue, tor 
unquestionably more would be imported. 

I desire to say one thing and but one thing in relation to this matter. 
It is an article of very difficult manufacture. It requires extensive 
machinery and furnaces. Theoreis found in great abundance in lowa, 
Kansas, Missouri; and further West in still greater abundance. The ore 
is obtained at a very low rate; but it requires four tonsof coal, I under- 
stand, to reduce the ore to a sufficient amount for a ton of spelter or of 
zine. That is something of an industry in addition to that of zinc, 
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wnd it ought to be taken care of. There are furnaces in Illinois, in } 
Missouri, and in Kansas. I do not know whether there are any in 
jowa or not. So it seems to me that we might as well let well enough | 
alone. . . . ° : , 
Mr.CONGER. Mr. President, the Senator from Missouri [ Mr. Vest] 
says he is in favor of a tariff, and, under the tariff, for giv ing such pro- | 
tection a8 he can give under a necessary tariff to the industries which 
he represents; and the Senator from Missouri says he is for « tarifl for 
revenue. I venture the assertion that no man can say he is for a tarifl 
jor revenue merely or make any distinction that way who votes con- 
tynually to throw out from under the benefits of that tariff articles which 
would otherwise bring in a revenue. I dispute the Senator's position 














































that would make the duties and the protection less uponother articles if 
duties were imposed upon those on the free-list. 

The man who votes for a tariff for revenue only must gather that 
revenue from all the sources to which revenue will attach, and from 
which it may be raised. The Senator from Missouri is continually vio- 
lating that principle and taking away from articles to be taxed by the 
tariff hundreds and thousands of articles perhaps in their various forms 
and modes which would bring revenue. Tea, coffee, all the things in 
this a proper subjects to be taxed under the theory announced 
by the Senator from Missouri, and he can not escape that proposition. 
The moment he lets go one article upon which duties can be raised and 
taxes gathered that might otherwise tend to increase the revenue he 


and other productions, and violates the principle of a tariff for revenue. 
But I will not prolong my remarks upon that subject. 


tickle you.”’?’ I am glad the Senator from Delaware is here to hear 


ware that I or any other man acts upon the principle ‘‘ we will protect 
your interest if you will protect mine,’’ the ** tickle-me-and-I-will- 


tor from Delaware, when in his place on a former occasion day atter 
day he stood advocating that the old war tax upon matches should re- 
main until it astonished me and astonished the country. Whenever 
since that time any tax has been denounced as a war tax, that the Sen- 
ator from Delaware could so soon have forgotten that the war tax on 
matches, on an article which is found from the hovel to the palace, 
wherever human beings exist inour country, is allowed to remain here 
and kept here by the gentleman’s urgency, while upon all other things 
he denounces the high taxes as war taxes and wonders why they should 
be continued -—— 
Mr. BAYARD. May I answer the Senator by stating one fact ? 
Mr. CONGER. In a moment. 
Mr. BAYARD. I should like to say 
Mr. CONGER. Inamoment. The Senator has had his long talk 
upon this subject, and I talk so seldom that I want to say a word or 
two. 
Mr. BAYARD. All right. 
Mr. CONGER. But I hope he will not go away. I would rather 
give him the floor. 
Mr. President, I was about to say that there is not in the whole range 
of tariff duties such protection upon any article that I know of as a 
measure of protection to monopolist manufacturers as the internal-rev- 
enue tax upon matches. Every one of the great manufacturing com- 
panies for the making of matches is now confined to a few manufactories 
in the United States, the greatest of which, the Diamond Match Com- 
pany, lies just off a little distance from my friend from Delaware; and 
{ must say in passing here that the Senator from Missouri who desires 
to protectand announces his intention to protect the peculiar industries 
of his State has not half risen up to the importance and the energy and 
the zeal of protecting his interests which the Senator from Delaware has 
exhibited on many occasions in the protection of that high and useless 
tax upon matches, an article consumed by all the people of the country. 
I was glad to have the Senator from Delaware reprove the Senator 
from Missouri. I was glad to have a little conflict between the free- 
traders themselves. I was glad that the candidate for the Presidency 
in 1834 should begin early to reprove his followers if they wandered a 
little in any way from the Democratic track and the Democratic doc- 
trine. I had been a little afraid that the usual caution and wisdom 
and prudence of that great Senator who looks forward to a higher po- 
sition, if it may be, than can be found in the Senate—I had thought 
it was time for him to lay his hand upon the Senator from Indiana 
(Mr. VooRHEES] and to-day to lay his hand gently upon the Senator 
from Missouri [Mr. Vest] and bring them back from their wanderings, 
so that they would be prepared to sustain him when he came before 
the people with his free-trade doctrine and his tariff for revenue only 
in 1884 and test their working. It gratifies me to see these little differ- 





for protection, where great industries and small industries are spring- 


‘ng up in the States, to see men listening with attentive ear to the 


on this question, for he continually votes for placing without the opera- | 
tion of the tariff hundreds of articles that would bring a revenue and | 


adds, of course, by that very process to higher taxes upon other articles | 


I want to say one word to the Senator from Delaware [Mr. BAYARD] | 
in regard to the sneering remark that my view and that of other Sen- | 
ators here proceeds upon the little doctrine ‘‘ tickle me and I will | 


what Ihave tosay. I say the sneeringremark of the Senator from Dela- | 


tickle-you’’ principle does not apply here any more than to the Sena- | 


encesand discrepancies between those who have heretofore opposed tariff 


voice and the demand of their people that they shall, notwithstanding 
theory and notwithstanding creed, protect the interests of those who 
sent them here to represent those interests; and I do not wonder that 
the great leader of the Democracy, its future flag-bearer, sees that it is 
necessary here to-day and every day to check these wanderers from thy 
told of Democracy and from the theoretic doctrine of the Democracy 
in favor of free trade 

My triend from Missouri says that his principle and mine in regard 
to the tariff are diametrically opposite; that he never can agree with me 
and that I can not agree with him. Any man who will protect the in 
dustries of his State, and with justice and fairness do the like when 
asked to by other Senators in protecting the interests of another State 
reasonably, properly, agrees with me all through and through rhe 


Senator from Missouri in announcing his doctrine agrees with m« l 
want no better doctrine than that you shall protect and that every Sena 
tor and every Representative of the pr ple shall protect the industries 
of his State. How can he do it alone? 

The Senator from Missouri denies th tick] doctrine, Of 
course he does not ask anybody to help him. He speeks for it: he ex 
presses his view of the necessity of it; but is that enough for him Does 
he not ask me and others to help protect that industry, and do T not 
ask him andothers to help protect the industries that Lrepresent? The 
whole thing is based upon that footing. The theories of tree trade o 
tariff for revenue only yield the moment the pr ople ol one State demand 

| that we shall protect their industries. They yield in Indiana; they 
yield in Missouri; they yield in Delaware when a great monopoly o 
match manulacturers comesto the front. They yield in Louisiana wher 


the sugar question comesup. Oh, how it would stir upthe people alor 
the Atlantic and Gulf coasts if you were to propose to reduce the duty 
on rice one-half. There is no free trade there. The Senator, who sits 
before me, from Louisiana | Mr. JoN As], would be stirred tothe inmos 
depths of his soul by a mere proposition to reduce the duty on sugat 
He is ready to join with me and talk with me and urge me to stand by 
that industry of Louisiana. Why? Because it is his duty to protect 
| the industry. Hevotes against everything that I desire to protect He 
| is free trade all over, galvanized with free trade, and he wants the duty) 
on the outer galvanized article to cover the whole body too; but let me 
vote to reduce the duty on sugar, and [am an enemy to his State; let 
me vote to reduce one-half the duty on rice, and every man from the 
rice-growing States feels that L am attacking an infant industry 

That thing has gone far enough with me; it has gone far enough with 
the people of the United States. The idea that you can have free trade 
against everybody else and protection only for yourselves is too selish 
an idea. Men can sacrifice their theories of free trade for their own in 
dividual State interest, and be consistent. I want to say it and announce 
it now, I want to hear how gentlemen can stand within a tariff for reve 
nue, as the Senator from Missouri says he stands, and yet protect indus 
try. Even inatariff for revenue only you would seek out those objects 
which can bear the greatest tariff; and in every tariff you lay a duty 
wherever the cost of collection would not exceed the amount collected. 

In all my acquaintance with men in public life in the other House 
and in this I have never seen the wildest theorist of free trade so con 
sistent with his doctrine as to vote against the protection of a leading 
industry of his own people, and I never expect to. When it comes to 
Maryland, and an obscure, almost unknown earth from which a beau- 
tiful substance called bichromate of potash can by some process be ex 
tracted, both Senators trom Maryland are imbued with an energy and 
a power for the protection of that dull earthly interest which gratifies 
their people and makes them the admiration of the world. 

These things develop little by little. If I can know what great lead 
ing industries, or younginfant industries that may become great, exist 
in any State of this Union, I can tell beforehand that no free-trade 
Democrat has moral courage to go against that interest in his votes 
here. They may talk, asthe Senator from Delaware does, about theories, 
or what is best to be done, about great theories to be announced in con 
vention and make Democratic platforms of, upon which a man can run 
| for office; but when it comes to the test we are all human 


One touch of nature makes the whole world kin 
on tariff as well as on other things. When it comes to the proposition 
to injure the interest of a State or to refuse to protect the interest of a 
State, I have yet to find the first man here who will not in some way, 
either by voting himself or by going around and encouraging others 
to vote for that, violate his free-trade theories. 

Now I wait with a kind of pleasant anxiety from day to day for the 
development of this protective interest for one’s own State. It comes 
in Maryland, it comes in Indiana. When a few years ago the Legisla- 
| ture of Indiana passed a resolution in favor of free trade and against 
protection, requesting the Senators and Representatives of that State to 
favor that doctrine, Indiana was as dull of individual State interests 
there and industries for which any protection could be needed as Ne 
braska is to-day. The call of the Legislature was responded to in the 
other House. Before the next two years Indiana had opened its iron 
mines, its coal mines, its industries, its manufactures, its agricultural 
works, its glass works. The men interested in them went to the Legis- 
lature of Indiana at the subsequent session and said to them, ‘‘ You 
passed a resolution instructing our representatives in Congress to de- 
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stroy our interests, to refuse to protect them; is that your business as 
legislators?’’ And the v-ry next Legislature passed a resolution direct- 
ing their Senators and requesting their Representatives to favor a pro- 
tective tariff. It took a good while to work through the outside casing 
of free trade of my ad the Senator from Indiana [Mr. VooRHEEs], 
but it did work through. It has taken a great while for that doctrine 


ivi 


| Senator from Arkansas [Mr. GARLAND]. 


_ paired with the Senator from Maryland [Mr. Groome}. 


of protection to the interests of a State to work through free-trade Sena- | 


tors here. Lut it is working through, and the time is coming fast when 
a State that has any industries to protect, when a State that has any 
people bold enough to demand their rights here in the National Legis- 
lature of the country, will directly or indirectly influence their Sena- 
tors to protect their rights and to join with others who do protect their 
rights. i 

Mr. VEST. Mr. President, | was under the impression that I was 
safer in voting to retain a duty than to increase it. I have listened to 
the Senator from Michigan and he seems to insist upon the proposition 
that Iam in order to keep a proper duty on zine to go into political 
affiliation with him. 

Farewell, then; farewell zinc. Farewell everything rather than to 
join with that Senator in his political opinion. 

Mr. LOGAN. I do not desire, Mr. President, to enter into any con- 
troversy with these gentlemen as to how they shall settle their affairs. 
It is a matter very immaterial to me, but I should like at least that 
the industries of my own State should be recognized as well as those of 
others, and this industry in reference to the manufacture of zine is a 
young one so far as the milling of it is concerned. We have in this 
country plenty of that kind of metal, if we only encourage the production 
of it, to prevent the importation of any so far as the necessities of our 
peopleareconcerned. ‘Theimportation of zinc into this country amounts 
to 18,000 tons, it being valued at $80 per ton. The proposition I make 
is to tax it $28 per ton. If you will examine that in connection with 
the tariff you have placed on other articles where they are imported 
and where they are manufactured in this country in competition with 
those which are imported, you will find that this is about the same ratio 
or rate with the tariff placed on other imported materials where they 
are in competition with those made in this country. Take the article 
of steel rails; at one time when our tariff was $28 per ton it had the 
effect of stimulating the manufacture in this country, and the manu- 
facture in this country reduced down the price until to-day the price is 
not over $40 a ton. That was done by encouraging the manufacture of 
the article in our country. 

The two mills that are in my State preparing this metal and rolling 
it into zine-plates and the various articles manufactured out of it say that 
they do require this amount of tariff in order to give them that protection 
which will be an encouragement suflicient to cause them to extend the 
works and to cause other works to grow up and grow outof those. Take 
the State of Arkansas. they are not producing any of this metal there, 
or but very small quantities of it, and yet in Arkansas they can produce 
sufficient for all the wants of this whole country; so they can in the 
single State of Missouri, so they can in the State of Kansas, so they can 
in the State of Wisconsin and in Illinois. This metal, being produced 
in those Western States, and having but the two mills preparing that 
article at this time, its value recognized as it is and as stated by the 
Senator from Delaware, it goes into a great many things that are used 
all through this country everywhere, I say to Senators, without wish- 
ing to elaborate to any extent whatever, that I do think 2 cents a pound 
on zine metal imported into this country is not an extravagant tariff. 
It is only such a one as will encourage the manufacture of the article 
in this country, and such a one as will produce it cheaper in this coun- 
try, too, if you encourage it. It is selling, as I said, at $80 per ton in 
Europe to day, £17 per ton, or from $80 to $82. 

I have a list of the value of spelter, zinc, and everything of that kind, 
showing that that which is imported to our country is produced and 
imported at the price I have mentioned, coming in competition with the 
manufacture that we have here. 

I hope that the amendment I have offered will be agreed to, that 
zine and spelter imported into this country will be fixed at 2 cents per 
pound duty. On rolled zine the duty is now fixed in the bill at 2} 
cents per pound. The rolled zinc being taxed 2} cents per pound, the 
metal when it comes here in the soft state, the same as when we speak 
of pig-iron coming here being rolled in its soft state, and only requir- 
ing the rolling of it, which is nota very expensive operation, except 
the amount of coal which is required for use in the furnaces, ought to 
be put at 2 cents. It seems to me that it would be abouta fair division 
between the rolled plate and the spelter itself. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The question is on the amendment 
of the Senator from Ilinois [Mr. LoGaN]. 

Mr. HARRIS. Let the amendment be read. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The amendment is to strike out ‘‘ 14 
cents,’’ in lines 797 and 798, and insert ‘‘2 cents.’’ 

Mr. LOGAN. Task for the yeas and nays. 

The yeas and nays were ordered, and the Principal Legislative Clerk 
proceeded to call the roll. 

Mr. BAYARD (when his name was called). I am paired with the 
Senator from Missouri[Mr. Vest]. Were he here, Ishould vote “ nay.”’ 

Mr. EDMUNDS (when his name was called). I am paired with the 
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Ido not know how he \ 
vote, but I shall not vote, he not being present. 
Mr. McDILL (when his name was called). 

Senator from South Carolina [Mr. BuTLER]. 
Mr. MILLER, of New York (when his name was ¢alled). 


la 
yOu 


Tam paired with 1) 


Mr. MITCHELL (when his name was called), 
the Senator from Virginia [Mr. JouNnsTon]. 
vote ‘‘yea.’’ 

Mr. PUGH (when his name was called). 
ator from Maine [Mr. Frye]. 

The roll-call was concluded. 

Mr. VANCE. Iam requested to announce the pair of the Senato; 
from Delaware [Mr. SAULsBURY] and the Senator trom Colorado { My 
CHILCoTT}. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. I understand that a quorum has not yet yoted 
and I am authorized by my friend from Arkansas to vote. 
“ yea. ” 

Mr. HARRIS. I announce the pair between the Senator from Mich. 
igan [Mr. FERRY] and the Senator from Florida [Mr. Jones], both 
of whom are absent from the Chamber. 

Mr.SAWYER. Iam paired, but I have a right to vote to make 


[ am paired wit) 
If he were here, | s}) 


ould 


I am paired with the Soy 


So I vote 


quorum. I vote ‘‘ yea.’’ - 

The result was announced—yeas 18, nays 22; as follows: 

YEAS—18. 
Blair, Davis of I11., Kellogg, Rollins, 
Cameron of Pa., Dawes, Lapham, Sawyer, 
Cameron of Wis., Edmunds, I n Sewell. 
Cockrell, Hoar, MeMilian, 
Conger, Ingalls, Miller of Cal., 
NAYS—22. 
Allison, Geo Jackson, Platt, 
Anthony, Hale, Jonas, Sherman, 
Barrow, Hampton, McPherson, Vance, 
Beck, larris, Maxey, Voorhees. 
Coke, Harrison, Morgan, 
Farley, Hawley, Morrill, 
ABSENT—36. 
Aldrich, Ferry , Jones of Nevada, Ransom, 
Bayard, Frye, Lamar, Saulsbury, 
Brown, Garland, MeDill, Saunders, 
Butler, Gorman, Mahone Slater, 
Call, Groome, Miller of N., Y., Van Wyck, 
Camden, Grover, Mitchell, Vest, 
Chilcott Hill, Pendleton, Walker, 
Davis of W. Va., Johnston, Plumb, Williams, 
‘air, Jones of Florida, Pugh, Windom. 


So the amendment was rejected. 
The item from line 800 to 804, inclusive, was read, as follows; 
Sheathing, or yellow metal, not wholly of copper, nor wholly nor in part 
iron, ungalvanized, in sheets 48 inches long and 14 inches wide, and weighing 
from fourteen to thirty-four ounces per square foot, 3 cents per pound. 
Mr. BAYARD. There ought to be a reduction on that, certainly. 
Mr. DAWES. I move to strike out that whole paragraph. The et- 
fect of it will be to put that article under the preceding paragraph on 
copper. It will come under the clause commencing in the seven hiun- 
dred and seventy-sixth line: 
And all manufactures of copper or of which copper shall be a component 
of chief value not specially enumerated or provided for in this act, 3 per cent 
ad valorem, 
It will come under that clause. It is made of six parts of copper to 
four parts of spelter. The components of which it is made are in this 
bill put at a higher duty than the article itself. The copper is put at 4 
cents a pound and the spelter at less than that; but the aggregate makes 
the copper and spelter together before their manufacture pay a larger 
duty than when they are put together and made white metal. It was 
a mistake in the Tariff Commission bill, and that mistake is followed 
here in putting the old duty 3 cents a pound, just what is fixed here 
It is 45 per cent,, and if it is carried into this column of which I speak 
it will be 35 per cent., following about the average of other reductions 
If it remains where it is the people who have copper and spelter to im- 
port have only to put them together into white metal and they will 
come in cheaper than they would in the raw material. 
Mr. HALE. The Senator’s motion reduces the duty about 1! per 
cent., does it not? 
Mr. DAWES. About 10 per cent. There is a general provision 
a drawback for all that enters into ship-building. ; 
Mr. MORRILL. If the Senator will change the 3 cents a pound and 
propose 35 per cent. ad valorem, so that it shall be enumerated, | shal: 
not object. 
Mr. DAWES. That will do. Ifit meets the views of the commit- 
tee that will reach just what it would be, because it would go into the 
other item. 
Mr. ALLISON. I ask the Senator from Vermont what that would 
be per pound? What does this yellow metal sell for? 
Mr. DAWES. It costs abroad about 16 or17 cents a pound. [donot 
know what it is worth here. That would bea reduction of 10 per cent 
upon the existing tariff, and if that meets the views of the committee | 
will withdraw my amendment. 
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Mr. MORRILL. I have not the authority of the committee, but so 
far as I am concerned I shall not resist the amendment. _ 
~ Mr. DAWES. _ The duty would then be 35 per cent., just what it 
would be if this item were carried into the other clause. 
Mr. ALLISON. Ido not know that I shall object to thisamendment, 
put we have left everything relating to zinc just as it is in the present 
jaw, and I do not see why we should make an exception with reference 
to this yellow sheathing metal unless there is some reason given for it. 
Mr. DAWES. You reduce the yellow sheathing metal trom 45 per 
cent., Where it is, down to 35 per cent. 
Mr. HALE. We want to put it just where the present law does 
Mr. ALLISON. When was the law made 45 per cent. on sheathing- 
metal? ; ; 

Mr. DAWES. I will tell the Senator how it was done. 
was put into the law: 


That yellow sheathing-metal and yellow metal bolts, of which the component 
part or chief value is copper, shall be deemed manufactures of copper, and shall 
pay the duty now prescribed by law for manufactures of copper. 


The manufacturers of copper paid that. Look in Heyl and you will 


In 1875 this 


see it. Ra : 

Mr. ALLISON. I shall make no objection to the amendment, but it 
seems to me that, having left zine and articles of that character just as | 
the law now provides, we ought not to reduce the duty on yellow 
sheathing metal. I shallinterpose no objection, however. 

Mr. DAWES. I will change my motion, according to the suggestion 
of the Senator from Vermont, to reduce this duty to 35 per cent. That 
is a reduction of 10 per cent. of the present law. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. Is there objection to the amendment 
placing this duty at 35 per cent. ad valorem’? The Chair hears none, 
and it is so ordered. 

Mr. BAYARD. I want to say one word here about this particular 
item. A gentleman, Mr. Samuel T. Snow, testified as to this, who is 
of Boston, Massachusetts, treasurer of the Revere Copper Company, and 
has been a manufacturer of this yellow metal. I supposed this amend- 
ment wasin the line of aid to American shipping, and this yellow metal 
would have been put down at a moderate price, but we having just now 
advanced the tax upon spelter, of course some tax is required upon an 
article which spelter partly composes. Said this gentleman: 

Question. What effect would that have upon the price of the manufactured 
article in this country ? 

Answer. The price would be the same as the foreign article is now. We can 
take the imported copper and spelter free of duty and can furnish the manu- 
factured article as low as the English manufactured article is sold. I may add 
that when this business was commenced in 1543— 

An infant, I may say, according to the definition of my friend from 
Missouri— 

there was no duty either on the raw material or on the manufactured article, 
and we built the business up without any protection. But we were importing 
then copper and spelter without paying any duty on them. Under those con- 
ditions we built up the business and secured the markets for this country. We 
did more than that; we supplied some other markets ofthe world. For instance, 
we used to ship bars and sheathing metal to China and Chili in large quantities 
and compete with the English manufactured articlethere. Give usthe raw ma- 
terial to-day, without the payment of duty, and we will dothe same thingagain— 
not immediately, but in a very short time we can do it. We have done more 
than that. We came very near doing a very handsome thingin our line of busi- 
ness, although we did not quite succeed, owing to circumstances which we could 
not control. We sold a suit of metal to be taken from Boston and put upon a 
vessel at Liverpool at the price at which the English metal was sold in Liver- 
pool. We made that agreement; but at the last moment it was found that the 
vessel did not require it. Ifshe had we would have taken our metal and carried 


ing their metal for there. 


There is something that shows what an American can do if you will 
only give him a free foot and a free hand to do it with. 


Mr. DAWES. So long as there is 4 cents duty on copper it is im- 
possible to do that. 
The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The reading will proceed. 


what took place, but I understood the Senator from Iowa said we left 
zinc just as it is in the presentlaw. Am I correct in saying that we put 
a duty of 1} centsa pound on “‘zine, spelter, or tutenegue, in blocks or 
pigs,” and had left the old worn-out zine at 20 per cent., or have we put 
that up to 1} cents as well? 

Mr. ALLISON. That was not changed. 

Mr. BECK. Does that remain at 20 per cent. ? 

Mr. ALLISON. 
factured, ’? rermainsin the bill. I did not move to strike it out. I find 
that old lead, unmanufactured, is in the same category. There must 


I did not make any motion about it. 
_ Mr. BECK. 
itnow. If I think it worth while I will make it in the Senate. 
The item in line 805 was read, as follows: 

Antimony, as regulus or metal, 10 per cent. ad valorem 

The item in line 806 was read, as follows: 

Bronze powder, 15 per cent. ad valorem. 

Mr. McPHERSON. 
number of parts of copper and a certain number of parts of zine. 


Now, 
the bill proposes to fix a duty on that of 15 } 


yer cent. ad valorem, while 
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it to Liverpool and put it on the vessel at the same price the English were sell- | 


Mr. BECK. Before leaving that, perhapsI am a little confused about | 


No, the ‘‘old worn-out zine, fit only to be remanu- | 


certainly be a very small importation of this unmanuiactured zinc; so | 


I will not delay the bill by making any motion about 


sronze powder is manufactured from a certain | 


on the zine 4 cents a pound. There seems to me to be very great w 


reason in all that. I move to fix bronze powder at the same rate of 
duty exactly as the materials of which it is made 
The PRESIDENT pro temp Will the Senator state what | 


amendment is? 
Mr. MCPHERSON I do not know anything about the number 
bronze-powder manufactories in this country, but I know there are two 
in New Jersey, both of which are closed simply because they can not 
compete with the foreign industry even at the present duty, 20 per cent. 
Mr. SEWELL. Make it 25 per e 
Mr. BECK, Bronze powde r under the pres 


ol 





ryt 





nt law is 20 per cent 


The Tariff Commission proposed to make it 15 and the Committee on 
Finance agreed with them. That is all 

Mr. McPHERSON. I think, like some other things in the bill, the 
Tariff Commission has entirely overlooked this. There are several mis 


takes of this character in the bill which the Tariff Commission did not 
intend to have placed there. I move to make the rate 25 per cent. in 
order that it may come somewhere near the same duty that is levied 
| upon the materials out of which it is made 
The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The Senator from New Jersey moves 
to strike out ‘615°’ and insert ‘'25”’ in line 806 
The amendment was rejected. 
The item in lines 807 and 808 was read, as follows 
Cutlery, not specially enumerated or provided for in this act, 3% px ent. ad 
valorem. 
Mr. VANCE. In line 808 I move to strike out '°35"’ and insert 


25,’ so as to read ‘'25 per cent. ad valorem.’’ If we are going to 
make any reduction upon the taxation of the country we have to be 
gin somewhere. 

Mr. PLATT. I hope that will not be done 

Mr. HALE. No, it will not be done. 

Mr. ALLISON. Of course not. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The question is on the 
of the Senator from North Carolina [Mr. VANCE] 

The amendment was rejected. 

The item in line 809 was read, 


amendment 


as follows 


Dutch or bronze metal, in leaf, 10 per cent. ad valorem 


The item in lines 810 and 811 was read, as follows 


Steel plates engraved 
valorem 


stereotype plates, and new types, 25 per cent. ad 


The item in lines 812 and &13 d, as follows 


Gold leaf, $1.50 per package of 


was re 
five hundred leaves 

The item in lines 814 and 815 was read, as follows 
Hollow-ware, coated, glazed, or tinned, 3 cents per pound 
Mr. VANCE. 


o> wee 
y 


and inserting 
The present 


I move to amend by striking out ‘‘3”’ 
in line 814, so as to make the duty 2 cents a pound. 
tariff is almost prohibitory. This is an article of common necessity and 

| I propose to cheapen this common for the benefit of the people 
| and see if we can not get some revenue from it. 

The PRESIDENT pro t mpore. ‘The question is on the amendny 
of the Senator from North Carolina [Mr. VANCE]. 

Mr. VANCE called for the yeas and nays, and they were ordered. 

Mr. MORRILL. I will merelysay that this is not a common article, 
but it is a very expensive article and this is a reduction of one-half'a cent 
| a pound from the present rate. 
| Mr. BECK. Is it in order to amend? 

The PRESIDENT pro le mpore. Yes, sir 

Mr. BECK. It seems to me that 2} cents would be the average ac 
cording to the way we have been reducing. Itis 3} centsa pound now, 
which is 61.84 per cent. At3 cents itis 53 per cent., and at 2) it would 
be about 46 per cent. I move to amend by making it 2) cents 

Mr. VANCE. I think I can not accept that amendment. Certainly 
those of us who believe we have no authority to levy a tariff except for 
revenue can not favor a duty on this article of universal consumption 
amounting to millions of dollars, which yields only a little over a thou 
sand dollars of revenue. It shows that it is at the prohibitory point 
Mr. BECK. The only answer I make is that from 3! to 25 is a very 
large reduction per pound. 

Mr. HALE. What kind of ware does this cover, I ask the chairmar 

Mr. MORRILL. This is an article of very fine hollow-ware, cast 
very thin, and covered with porcelain or tin on the inside for preserv 
ing purposes and things of that sort. It is not the article in ordinary 
| use in kitchens. 
Mr. HALE. A sort of fancy n 
Mr. VANCE. I accept the : 


, 
articie 


nt 


} 


he + 


| 


raitter 

mendment of the Senator from Ken- 

| tucky, and call for the yeas and nays on the amendment as modified. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore The Senator from North Carolina 

accepts the amendment of the Senator from Kentucky to make the 

| duty 2} cents» pound. The question ison the amendment as modi 

| fied, on which the yeas and nays have been ordered. 

The Principal Legislative Clerk proceeded to call the roll. 

| Mr. EDMUNDS (when his name was calied). I am paired with the 

| Senator from Arkansas [Mr. GARLAND] 
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Mr. HILL (when his name was called). 
ator from Arkansas [Mr. WALKER]. 

Mr. MeDILL (when his name was called). 
Senator from South Carolina [Mr. BuTLER]. 

Mr. PLUMB (when his name was called). On this question I am 
paired with the Senator from Missouri [Mr. Vest]. 

The roll-call was concluded. 

Mr. MITCHELL. 1am paired with the Senator from Virginia 
JouNnstTon }. Ifhe were present, I should vote ‘‘nay.’’ 

The result was announced—yeas 19, nays 22; as follows: 


I am paired with the Sen- 


Iam paired with the 


{ Mr. 


YEAS— 19, 
Barrow, Coke, Hampton, Morgan, 
Bayard Davis of 1il., Harris, Vance, 
Beck, Farley, Jackson, Van Wyck, 
Call, George, Jonas, Voorhees. 
Cockrell, CGroome, Maxey, 
NAYS—22. 

Aldrich, Dawes, Kellogg, Platt, 
Allison, Hale, Lapham, Rollins, 
Anthony, Harrison, MeMillan, Sewell, 
Cameron of Pa., Hawley, Miller of Cal., Sherman. 
Cameron of Wis., Hoar, Miller of N. Y., 
Conger, Ingalls, Morrill, 

ABSENT—3. 
Blair, Frye, Logan, Saulsbury 
Brown, Garland, MeDill, Saunders, 
Butler, Gorman, McPherson, Sawyer, 
Camden, Grover, Mahone, Slater, 
Chileott, Hill, Mitchell, Vest, 
Davisof W. Va., Johnston, Pendleton, Walker, 
Edmunds, Jones of Florida, Plumb, Williams, 
Fair Jones of Nevada, Pugh, Windom. 
Ferry, Lamar, Ransom, 


So the amendment was rejected. 

Lines 816 and 817 were read, as follows: 

Muskets, rifles, and other fire-arms, 25 per cent. ad valorem. 

Mr. PLATT. I move to amend in line 816, by inserting, after ‘* fire- 
arms,’’ the words: 


Not specially enumerated or provided for in this act. 


The object of the amendment is to introduce a new clause, after this 
«lause shall have been passed, relating to sporting shotguns. 

Mr. SHERMAN. Let us hear the other amendment. 

Mr. BECK. The word ‘‘otherwise,’’ or something, ought to be in, 
because this enumerates them. 

Mr. PLATT. I propose to introduce the following, to succeed the 
clause referred to, after line 817: 

All sporting breech-loading shotguns, 35 per cent. ad valorem. 

Forged shotgun barrels, rough bores, 10 per cent. ad valorem. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The first amendment of the Sena- 
tor has not been acted on. It will be read. 

The ACTING SECRETARY. In line 816, after “‘ fire-arms,’’ it is pro- 
posed to insert: 

Not specially enumerated or provided for in this act. 

And at the end of the line to insert: 

All sporting breech-loading shotguns, 35 per cent. ad valorem. 

Forged shotgun barrels, rorgh bores, 10 per cent. ad valorem. 

Mr. PLATT. That leaves the duty on sporting shotguns just at the 
present rate of 35 per cent. ad valorem. The manufacturers ask for an 
increase, but I have not proposed any increase. The duty now on mus- 
kets, rifles, and fire-arms is 35 per cent. ad valorem. The bill reduces 
muskets, rifles, and other fire-arms to 25 per cent. ad valorem. Now, 
the point | make is this: That the makers of sporting shotguns, breech- 
loading shotguns for sporting purposes, can not stand that reduction. 
Not 10 per cent. of the guns used in this country are made in this coun- 
try. There are more than three factories, but three factories really make 
all that are made in this country. Every one of those factories has 
sunk a large amount of money. One in my own city has sunk at least 
$200,000 in trying to establish and carry on this industry. It is not a 
profitable industry, but the factories are struggling along, and all that 
1 ask for them is that the duty on that class of fire-arms shall not be 
reduced, 

Mr. EDMUNDS. That is a duty on luxuries. 

Mr. PLATT. They are luxuries purely. 

Mr. BAYARD. I should like to ask the Senator from Connecticut 
what other enumeration in the law is there of muskets, rifles, and fire- 
arms? 

Mr. PLATT. Nothing; but I propose one in order that breech-load- 
ing sporting shotguns may be specially enumerated, and therefore not 
come within the 25 per cent. clause. 

Mr. BAYARD. Are there any classed as other firearms at 25 per 
ent. ? 

Mr. PLATT. The point that I have been trying to make is that the 
duty upon that class should not be reduced, but should remain at 35 
per cent. on that particular articleof sporting breech-loading shotguns. 

Mr. BAYARD. Why not, then, let the advantage of breech-loading 
fowling-pieces, rifles and the like Acerue to the American people, and 
Jet them get them at 25 per cent. as they do muskets, rifles, and other 


] 
| 
| 
| 
| 


| see them made in Connecticut or anywhere else, but I do not we 


| 
} 


| All these articles come in now under the present law at 35 per cent. 4, 








fire-arms. [ am very willing to vote for this matter of 10 per cont 
that you may get the rough barrels, bring them in and finish them y 
That is part of **the shot-gun policy’ that Ido approve of. ] y maby, 


nt to 
see the tax advanced. 


Mr. PLATT. I said that I did not propose to advance the 


duty 


~ ‘ “4 1 
valorem. The committee propose to reduce them all to 25 per cent, aq 


valorem. As to the musket and the rifle, I think that manuiactyy. has 
progressed to an extent where it possibly is not unfair; but, as | sqiq 
breech-loading shotguns are not now made at a profit in this count, 
The three leading establishments have, to my knowledge—one of they 
at least—sunk more than $200,000 in endeavoring to establish the in 
dustry in thiscountry. Of course if the duty is lowered the industry 
must stop. The makers here are endeavoring to make a good sportiny 
gun, and I think it is for the interest of this country that they shou) 
have an opportunity to doit; and therefore all that Lask, although the, 
desired the duty to be increased, is that the duty upon that particuls; 
class of fine guns used entirely by sporting men should not be decrease, 

Mr. BECK. I was referring to the RecorD of yesterday, and 1 fing 
that on the motion of the Senator from Vermont [Mr. Morris) w, 
added, in line 675, *‘ gun-barrels,’’ so as to read—— : 

Mr. PLATT. ‘‘Gun-barrel molds.’’ 

Mr. BECK. That isso. I thought it referred to this, but I sce 
does not. 

Mr. PLUMB. I suggest that the amendment should be *‘ not here) 
otherwise enumerated.”’ 

Mr. ALDRICH. The word ‘‘otherwise”’ is not used in the pj)! 
“Not specially enumerated’ is the language all the way through 

Mr. PLUMB. Very well. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The question is on the amendment 
of the Senator from Connecticut [Mr. PLATT]. 

The amendment was agreed to; there being on a division—ayes 2, 
noes 20. 

The item in lines 818 and 819 was read, as follows: 

Needles for knitting or sewing machines, 3 per cent, ad valorem. 

The item from line 820 to line 822, inclusive, was read, as follows 

Needles, sewing, darning, knitting, and all others not specially enumerated 
or provided for in this act, 25 per cent. ad valorem. 


‘ 


The item from line 823 to line 825, inclusive, was read, as follows 

Pen-knives, pocket-knives, of all kinds, and razors, 50 per cent. ad valorem 
swords, sword-blades, and side-arms, 35 per cent. ad valorem. 

Mr. VANCE. I move to amend that clause by striking out, in lin 
823, the word *‘ fifty ’’ and inserting ** thirty-five;’’ so that it will con 
form to line 807: 

Cutlery, not especially enumerated or provided for in this act, 35 per cent. ad 
valorem. 

I see no reason for making an exception against the pocket-knite as 
in favor of other cutlery. 

Mr. PLATT. I will endeavor to show the Senator a reason for it 
The distinction now exists in the law—table cutlery at 35 per cent. ad 
valorem, and pocket cutlery at 50 per cent ad valorem. 

The manufacture of pocket cutlery is something which I do happen 
to know something about. I lost all the money I had a few years ago 
in endeavoring to assist some friends to manufacture pocket cutlery in 
this country, and having lost it I am no longer pecuniarily interested 
in the business, but I do think that I know something about it. 

It is not an even-handed fight with the foreigner to-day at a duty o! 
50 per cent. ad valorem. It has not one-half the trade of the country 
to-day at 50 percent. ad valorem. There is not 5 per cent. profit in the 
business the most carefully and economically administered. I sent the 
other day to one of the best-managed corporations in the country, and 
I believe there is but one corporation; the other companies, so far as | 
remember, are partnerships composed of poor people, some of them co 
operative establishments formed by cutlers and none of them rich. | 
sent to the one corporation that I did know about, that was founded 
upon the ruins of the one in which I put my money, knowing that it 
was well and carefully administered, for its balance sheet. The capita! 
of that company is $50,000; the cash invested is over $200,000. 0! 
course when the old company went down and a new company Was 
organized it got for $50,000 what had cost more than $200,000. — Its 

‘apital is $50,000; its profits have been a little less than 6 per cent. on 
its capital and less than 1] per cent. upon its real investment. Th 
yusiness is as close as that, and therefore, the matter having been ful!) 
explained to the Tariff Commission, it was left at the present duty and 
it can not stand any reduction. 

Mr. VANCE. I am sure that a stranger sitting in the gallery anc 
watching ourlegislation and listening to the speeches made here tort! 
first time would take it for granted that this was a grand court o! 
claims in which every man who lost everything in business had a right 
to petition to be recompensed. Now the duty is advanced here hevause 
somebody in Connecticut in the town of the Senator lost money ) 
manufacturing this cutlery. Are we a grand insurance company “ li 
so, it seems to me we ought to be on the mutual plan, and the farme™ 
and the people at large and the consumers ought to have some of th 
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—— 
penefits if they are to pay for all the losses. | If they are to assume all 
the debts and liabilities and be responsible for all the losses of the con- 
cern, certainly they ought to share in the dividends when any are made. 
it is taken for granted that whenever aman fails in any kind of busi- 
ness he fails for the want of more tariff. That seems to be the propo- 
sition, that he has not failed for the want of skill or for the want ot 
diligence or energy, or cheap raw material, or upright dealing, or any- 
thing of that sort, but he has failed simply for the want of more tariff, 
and it is the duty of Congress to levy that tariff immediately and reim 

burse that man. That is the principle we are acting on. Suppose one 
company did fail; this 50 per cent. tariff has been the law on eutlery 
for 1 do not know how many years, and if the company failed under the 
50 per cent. tariff, why will it not fail under that tariff, and will you 
not have to continue to make the company’s losses good whenever it 
fils? ‘There is no end to it. 

Mr. President, I can not see why, ifa man may make money manu 

facturing table cutlery at a duty of 35 per cent., he can not manufacture 
pocket cutlery on the same duty and make money. It is true I do not 
know as much about making cutlery perhaps as the Senator trom Con- 





ence. One knife remains open and the other shuts up; one is a clasp- 
knife and the other stands openall the time. That is the only difference 
i ean see between the two classes of cutlery. 

Under ‘‘cutlery not especially enumerated or provided for in this 
act’ all the elegant, delicate, and exceedingly difficult of manutacture 
kind of cutlery used by surgeons or by dentists, &e., would come in at 55 
per cent. and if there is any of that character made in this country of 
course it gets a protection; but a common jack-knife, with a buek-horn 
handle, or a Barlow, or a boy’s dog-knife, can not be manuthetured in 
this country; these foreign paupers work too cheap, and we must have 
aduty of 50 per cent. 1 do not see any reason for it in the world, ex- 
cept the reason assigned by the Senator trom Conuceticat, which is a 
good one in his view and an honest one, that is to say, that they run a 
losing business and the country must pay that loss. 

Mr. PLATT. I make no claim that any business should be reim- 
hursed, but 1 make this claim, and it is the rock on which | plant my- 
self in all this legislation, that every industry in this country should 
have just that fair protection which enables it to make au even-handed 
fight with foreign competition. This business has no more than that. 
It has hardly that. To he protected as other industries are in this bill 
it ought to have at least 75 per cent. ad valorem; but it does not ask 
that. They are willing to keep on and try to live under the duty which 
they have had. I know something about the men who make pocket- 


heen realized upon the investment in the manufacture of pocket-cutlery 
in this country. 
Mr. BECK, 


Before the vote is taken | desire to say that my recol- 


this country was even sold in Sheffield. lL may be mistaken about it, 
but I think the Senator said we had gone so tar as to go to that extent. 
Mr. PLATT. 1 know all about that. 
country, ina spirit of bravado, exported a small lot of table cutlery, 
places in England. The whole export of cutlery from this country last 
year was only about $92,000 and most of that went to South America. 
We can not export cutlery. 
of it is just what I have said. It is true that a single concern in New 


to Europe. 


Mr. MILLER, of New York. A single word upon this question. 


That has been done by the inventive geniusof our manufacturers. 
not yet fully succeeded in this country. 


have failed. The great cost of pocket cutlery lies in the labor. 
far it has been done almost entirely by hand labor. 


cutlery. 


instead of hand work as it is now done. 


to put out the material into families. 
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necticut does, for I never saw the process, but I can not see the differ- | 
| will do nearly all of this hand labor, and which will thus 


cutlery, and I undertake to say here that not 1 per cent. a year has | 


lection is—though I have not the speech before me—that the Senator 
from Vermont made quite a laudatory speech as to the progress of 
American manufactures under protection, and he said the cutlery of | 


The table cutlery men ot this 


not exceeding $10,000, to say the most, and putit intoSheflieldand other 


There was an importation of between 
$700,000 and $800,000 of it last year, and all there is of the exportation 


Britain, Connecticut, in a spirit of bravado, once &xported a small lot 


It 
is true that under our present tariff we have succeeded in so developing | 
the manufacture of table cutlery that our manufacturers do produce 
nearly all that is consumed in this country, and we do export some. 
They 
have succeeded in making machinery to do the work which always here- 
tofore had been done by hand; but the manufacture of pocket cutlery has 
As the Senator from Connecti- 
cut has remarked, nearly all those Who have embarked in the business | 
Thus | 
Some of our man- 
ufacturers are now making machinery for the production of pocket 
It has not yet been a full success, but I havé no doubt that in 
a few years, if this industry shall be properly protected, the inventive | 
genius of this country will be enabled to produce the finest class of 
pocket-knives, and that the work will largely be done by machinery | 


I know of but one or two pocket-cutlery establishments in the country 
that have as yet introduced machinery for its manufacture. They are | 
working and have been always under the old system of hand labor, and 
itis here that we come more directly into competition with the for- 

eign labor, for the German system of manufacturing pocket cutlery is | 
, The head of the family, with his 
wife and children, work at this industry at their own homes in many 


i ay AD he | 
Pr 
The manufacturer furnishes the steel, furnishes the 
horn for the handles, furnishes various items, and the work is 


cities of Germany 
put out 
and done by the piece in families, in which all the children are enabled 
to take pert, and thus it is that they reduce the cost of labor. 

It is not customary forour families inthiscountry to work in that way 


at all The head of the 1 imuly IS EX per ted to be able to earn sullicient 

Wages to provide for the wants of the family including his wite and 

children; and thus pocket cutlery in this country is manutietured in 

large establishments where but few children are employed Phe labor 

isalmost entirely that of adults. Hence it isthat protection is required 

In my State it is carried on at one point by aco operative assochition, 

| cutler-workers. Men without means, without capital, have associated 
| themselves together, and by their sinall earn nes they are enabled to 
purchase the material to carry on this labor, being their own masters 

and their own paymasters. Ata less rate of protection thanthat given 

| by this bill it isimpossible that this work shall be carried on As il 
| Senator from Connecticut has said, only about one-third of the amount 
used in this country is now produced here, but if it Shall be encouraged 


L have no doubt whatever, knowingsomethingot thisindustry. that ten 
years will not pass before machinery will have been perfected wl 


reales 


the cost of manufacture 
Certainly the cost of pocket cutlery is not any burden to ous people 
not any burden even to our poor boys. Pocket-knives are made in th 


country now and sold at wholesale at less than $1 per dozen 
retailed at 10 cents apiece, and are. Of course the fines 
much more; but when every boy can have a pocket-knite for 10 cent 
[submit even to the Senator trom North Carolina that the poor peopl 
of this country are not over-oppressed by this duty, and it will enabl 
a few laboring men who are associated together in co-operative societic 
to continue this very worthy industry 
| Mr. HAWLEY. T hardiy think the Senate is ready to reduce the 
duty on this cutlery. Some of the manufacturers desire to keep where 
they are; a great many are willing to be reduced. This can not afford 
to be reduced, in my humble opinion Last year the amount of good 
imported was about $2,000,000. The importation has increased rathe1 
faster than our manufzeture. The amount manufactured here w: 
$1,550,000. You see we make about three-eighths of what is needed by 
the country 

The temporary trouble with thismanutacture 
it—is that from 15 to 20 percent. only is raw material and trom 80 t 
per cent. is labor, a fine class of skilled labor. The blades can not Ix 
| made or have not yet It 


and ean ln 


rade s cost 


been made by machinery is handwork by 


need something of protection than most articles 
Our manufacturers are greatly embarrassed by the evasions in valu: 


tion. There are agents of foreign houses here who vet the goods 
over from abroad at the cost of material and work alone in the ol 
| country, bringing them in ata very low valuation indeed Phen there 
is another class of fraud to which our people are large ly subject Pheve 


but it will recover from 


dexterous workmen, and therefore it is an article that is more likely to 


are made in Germany and elsewhere now large quantities of cutlery 


under the name of ‘‘the New England Knife Company,’’ a very int 


| rior cutlery, and it enters into competition with that made in Americ: 


| because people suppose it is American cutlery, and then there is 
| Western Cutlery Company,”’ ** the Manhattan Cutlery Company,” 
Columbia Cutlery Company ;"’ 

| way, but are made abroad 
where it is for the present 
Mr. VANCE. [should like to ask the Senator if the sam 

| of labor, and skilled labor at that, is 
cutlery, surgeons’ knive 


Mr. HAWLEY. Oh, 


‘the 
the knives come here stamped in tha 
I simply ask in fairness tolet the duty sta 


amon 
not required in all kinds of tabl 
A&C ? 
Of course in the 


s, dentists’ knives, 
no. two, three, and fou 
skilled labor is very much greater than in the case-knife and tork 

Mr. PLATT. It may be that the articles to which the 
alludes come in under *‘‘ cutlery not otherwise enumerated,”’ 
| great bulk of that is simply table cutlery. 

Mr. VANCE. Icannotseecit. I suppose the amount of labor woul 
enter into the cost, of course, but the ad valorem would determine it 
I can not see why it is possibly otherwise 

Mr. HAWLEY. Thereis five times as much w 
knife as on any table-knif 

Mr. VANCE. Yes; but remember the case-knite the 
for that would be equal in value to the pocket-knifi 

Mr. ALDRICH. The fact is that the amou 
pocket cutlery, on the average, is about 90 per cent. of the cost of tl 
cutlery. 

Mr. VANCE 
Mr. President. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The question is on the amendm«e 
of the Senator from North Carolina [Mr. VANCE], to strike out ‘50 
and insert ‘* 35." 

The amendment was rejected. 

Lines 826, 827, and 828 were read, as follows: 


but th 


1 
ork on 


it beautiful per 


man could bu 


I think I have heard something of that sort befor 


Pens, metallic, 12 cents per gross; pen-tips and pen-holders, or parts there 
35 per cent. ad valorem. 


** the 


t 


bladed pocket-knives, the elegantly finished knives, the proportion of 


Senator 


( 


d 


1 


‘ 


nt of labor that goes into 


1¢ 


nt 


of, 
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Mr. BECK. 
clause will read: 

Pens, metallic, pen-tips and pen-holders, or parts thereof, 35> per cent. ad 
valorem. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The question is on the amendment 
of the Senator from Kentucky [Mr. Breck]. 

Mr. BECK. That is alargeitem. Of pens metallic there were im- 
ported last year 415,610.25 gross, of the value of $119,327.99, and the 
revenue paid was $71,393.02, I hold in my hand an invoice which was 
furnished me by some gentlemen from New York who seem to be men 
of respectability. I will read their names ina moment. They say 
that the great bulk of the pens that are imported that bring this large 
amount of duty are school-pens that cost—here is the invoice—fifty gross 
at 9 pence, another gross at 5 pence, 9 pence being 18 cents, and 5 
pence being 10 cents; others at 2 shillings; others as high as 4 shillings. 

The result is from the invoice I hold in my hand that a school-pen 
that costs 5 pence or 10 cents is paying now, at 12 cents a gross, 120 per 
cent. ad valorem. Those thatare bringing 9 pence, or 18 cents, pay 663 
per cent., while those that cost 2 shillings per gross are paying 24 per 
cent., and those that cost 5 shillings are paying 2.4 per cent. 

Those gentlemen say this to me in their letter; I do not know them 
myself. They are Ivison, Blakeman, Taylor & Co., publishers, New 
York; A. 8S. Barnes & Co., educational supplies, New York; H. Bain- 
bridge & Co., stationers, New York; and B. Illfelder & Co., stationers, 
New York; and this is what they say: 

January 27, 1883. * * * We beg that the tariff on metallic pens may be 
made ad valorem instead of specific for the following reasons : - 

Steel pens in common use cost in England from 4 pence (8 cents) to 3 shillings 
(72 cents) per gross; very fine grades from 5 to 20 shillings ($1.20 to $4.80) per 
gross. The cheaper grades costing from 8 to 16 cents in England, such as are 
used exclusively in our schools, at a tax of 12 cents per gross, will pay from 75 
to 150 per cent., and extra fine (including gold pens) will pay almost no tax. 

That is not fair. The ad valorem ought to reach the finest class 
of pens just as it does the lower grades of pens, and the common- 
school pen should not pay 120 or 150 per cent. while the fine pen comes 
in at 5, 10, 15, or 20 per cent. 

Mr. DAWES. What does the Senator say the maximum is? 

Mr. BECK. The maximum they say is 150 per cent. on the school 
CNS. 

Mr. DAWES. The maximum cost? 

Mr. BECK. The maximum cost. I will read again. 

Steel pens in common use cost in England from 4 pence (8 cents) to 3 shillings 
(72cents) per gross; very fine grades from 5 to 20shillings ($1.20 to 44.80) per gross. 

A fair tax on the valuation would seem to me to be better than to 
fix 12 cents per gross, and therefore I move to strike out these words; 
and the invoice that I hold in my hand verifies it. 

Mr. MILLER, of New York. The Senator from Kentucky proposes 
35 per cent. I fully agree with him that the duty should be made ad 
valorem, but I think the rate suggested by the Senator from Kentucky 
is too small for this kind of work. It isno more than the duty upon 
the raw material, the steel out of which they are made; perhaps even 
not as much as on the steel when it is reduced to that degree of thin- 
ness necessary to make a pen. I wouldagree to make itanad valorem 
duty, but I think it should be 45 per cent. I do not believe that the 
cheaper pens, which are worth only 6 or 8 cents per gross, are of any 
benetit to the country or to the children. They are useless, entirely 
worthless to write with, and it would be much betterif they did not 
come in atall, inmy judgment. Isubmit that 45 per cent. would bea 
fair rate of duty on an ad valorem basis rather than 35. 

Mr. BECK. The Tariff Commission recommend 40 per cent., I be- 
lieve. Perhaps 40 per cent. would be nearer right. I do not want to 
be too low. 

Mr. SEWELL. I call attention to the importations last year: 415,- 
610.25 gross of steel pens were imported at a valuation of $119,327.99, 
making the cost of them 40 cents a gross. I do not find any 6 or 8 
cent pens coming in, The tariff at present is 10 cents a gross specific 
and 25 per cent. ad valorem, making an average tariff of 59.83 per cent. 
The commission recommended 40 per cent. ; but on the representation of 
the manufacturers here of the undervaluation of pens, and that they 
would rather have a specific duty, I think even a low one, the Finance 
Committee finally fixed it at 12 cents a gross, which is about 8 per cent. 
less than it is to-day, and certainly low enough. 

Mr. MILLER, of New York. Thirty-five per cent. would be alto- 
gether too low. 

Mr. SEWELL. We want a specific rate. 

Mr. PLATT. I dislike to be obliged to speak upon all these items, 
but it so happens that the State of Connecticut, a small State, is the 
litth State in the Union in the value of its manufactured articles. It 
also happens that we have no great overshadowing, leading branch of 
industry, but that almost all of our manufactures are small compared 
with the great industries of the country, and I think there is not an ar- 
ticle manufactured on this list—I have been looking it over with some 
degree of care—that the manufacturers of Connecticut are not inter- 
ested to a greater or less extent in. Therefore it is perhaps reasonable 


I move to strike out ‘‘12 cents per gross;’’ so that the 


that I should from time to time speak upon these various items. 
The present duty on pens is 10 cents per gross and 25 per cent. ad 
If you were to strike down the 25 per cent. ad valorem you 


valorem. 








would still have 10 cents per gross. What the manufacturers 9.) 
that the rate shall be fixed at 12 cents per gross, which is a little reduc. 
tion on the best; it is no reduction on the very cheapest kind of por 
which the Senator from Kentucky speaksof as costing abroad, 
Scents. Itleavesthe duty upon those pens just exactly where the dyiy 
is now. It reduces from that all along the list until on the hich»: 
grade pens the reduction is quite considerable. =; 

Mr. MILLER, of New York. What do you want to do? 

Mr. PLATT. I want to leave it where the committee recommene. 
at 12 cents a gross. ? 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The question is on the amendment 
of the Senator from Kentucky [Mr. Beck]. ig 

Mr. BECK. I am inclined to think that 40 per cent. would be safer 
than 35, and it is what the commission recommend, and having ran 
other knowledge except what I have given, I will suggest 40 per cent 
ad valorem as being perhaps 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. And strike out ‘12 cents per gross," 

Mr. BECK. Yes, sir; and insert *‘ 40 per cent. ad valorem.”’ 

Mr. PLATT. Let me suggest to the Senator from Kentucky why 
will he not be content to make a 25 per cent. ad valorem reduction oy 
this and leave it at 10 cents a gross? 

Mr. BECK. Ten cents a gross would be 100 per cent. upon the pens 
that are invoiced at 5 pence or under. I would rather have a fair aq 
valorem rate on all. 

Mr. PLATT. I have not made the calculation, but I can not think 
that it is as high as that. 

Mr. BECK. That is what this statement says, and that is what the 
invoice that I hold in my hand shows. 

Mr. PLATT. At any rate it is 25 per cent. ad valorem less than it 
is now. 

Mr. BECK. But it would not get clear of the inequality. 

Mr. SEWELL. The Senator from Kentucky refers to a statement 
given him by interested parties; but here we have the actual ficts 
from the Treasury Department that these pens imported run over 4) 
cents a gross on the average. 

Mr. BECK. Yes; the higher-priced pens come in cheaply. 

Mr. SEWELL. ‘The average is about 42 cents. They now pay 1) 
cents a gross specific and 25 per cent. ad valorem, which is 20 cents a 
gross. The Finance Committee report 12 cents. I hope the speciii 
duty will be retained and that we shall not go back to the ad valorem 

Mr. BECK. I would rather suggest 40 or even 45 per cent. than have 
the inequality that now exists. My amendment is 40 percent. I have 
told the Senate all I know about it. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The question is on the amendment 
of the Senator from Kentucky [Mr. Brck]. 

Mr. SEWELL. IL ask for the yeas and nays. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 

Mr. ALDRICH. Do I understand the Senator from Kentucky to 
move that pen-holders be increased 5 per cent.? 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. Everything in the item is increase: 
5 per cent. 

Mr. ALDRICH. 
be increased. 

Mr. BECK. I donot careenough about it and did not know enough 
about it, except to make the suggestion of 40 per cent. 

Mr. DAVIS, of West Virginia. It is all one clause. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The question is on the amendment 
of the Senator from Kentucky [Mr. Breck], on which the yeas and nays 
have been ordered. 

The Principal Legislative Clerk proceeded to call the roll. 

Mr. DAVIS, of West Virginia (when his name was called). | am 
paired with the Senator from Minnesota [Mr. Wrnpom], but that pair 
is transferred to my colleague [Mr. CAMDEN], who is absent. | vote 
“ rea.’’ 

Mr. EDMUNDS (when his name was called). Iam paired with the 
Senator from Arkansas [Mr. GARLAND] unless there is a want of a 

uorum, and then I can vote. 

Mr. MILLER, of California (when his name was called). 1 am paired 
with my colleague [Mr. FARLEY] unless my vote is necessary to make 
a quorum. 

Mr. PLUMB (when his name was called). On this question I am 
paired with the Senator from Missouri [Mr. Vest]. 

The roll-call was concluded. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. As Iam authorized by my friend from Arkansis 
[Mr. GARLAND] to vote if necessary to make a quorum, I vote ‘nay 

Several other Senators having voted. L 

Mr. EDMUNDS. I think there is much over a quorum now, and ! 
withdraw my vote, as my friend from Arkansas [ Mr. GARLAND] isnot 
here. 

The result was announced—yeas 22, 


t pens, 
duty free. 





I do not see why the duty on pen-holders should 


nays 20; as follows: 


YEAS—22. 
Barrow Davisof W.Va., Jackson, Sherman, 
Bayard George, Jonas, Vance, 
Beck, Gorman, Lapham, Van Wyck, 
Call, Groome, Maxey, Voorhees. 
Cockrell Hampton, Morgan, 
Coke, Harris, Ransom, 
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NAYS—20 


great variety of very expensive manutactured articles that are not enu- 
X “at . al 7 } 
Aldrich, Cameron of Wis., Harrison, MeMillan merated and are intended to be embraced in this provision 
ilison Conger, Hawley Morril! Mr. BECK om - 
4 —— Davis of Ill. + tng Platt. Mr. BECK Che schedule has arranged them all, and this only 
Blair ‘ Dawes, Ingalls, Rollins to produce contlict in your laws 
Cameron of Pa., Hale, Kellogy, Sewell Mr. ALDRICH The Senator trom Delaware is entirely mistaken in 
ABSENT—4. what he says. All we have done in steel is to makea duty on steel not 
By Garland. McPhersou. Saunders otherwise enumerated. On the raw material it is 30 per cent. ; manu 
Butler, a" ea Sito factures of steel are included in the very clause we now have unde 
‘ » . } « al.. s er, . sf Jar ‘ 

— , Miller of N. \ Vest consideration; and the duties on the larger portion of the materials that 
c . , = ? ’ > 1. are i 4 . } ‘ : 
Edmunds, Jones of Florida, Mitchell, Walker | are included in this clause are above the rate which the Senator from 
Fair, — of Nevada, — by mama Delaware now proposes rhese embrace articles of very fine manu 
Farley omen Pugh s oe facture, upon which the duty on the raw material is more than 20 per 

= MeDill. Saulsbury cent. ad valorem 
iat Mr. BECK. The present rate upon all this class of articles is 35 pet 
So the amendment was agreed to. art ' 
x endl £ ; cent. ad valorem under a tariff that is said to be exceptionally high. and 
The item in line 829 was read, as follows a ptionally high, « 
that we are seeking to reduce, involvir he Sena says, millions 
Pins, solid-head or other, 30 per cent. ad valorem 





of dollars 
The item in lines 830 and 831 was read, as follows Why we should put up from 35 to 45 p 
Britannia ware, and plated and gilt articles and wares of all kinds, 35 per cent. | attached to a scheduk 
ad valorem, 


per « d valorem articles 
where we have reduced from 15 to 20 yx r vent. 
below the present rates, Lam unable to se« rhirty-tive per cent. is the 


The item in line 832 was read, as follows: present law, and we have reduced the present taxation certainly on an 





Quicksilver, 10 per cent, ad valorem. average 15 per cent. froma what the law noy ; and why this should be 
ss ie a , mut up to 45 I can not understa 

Mr. MILLER, of California. Mr. President—— I te" ost hogy - ules ae _ 

. pe ro ee _ _ Mr. MORGAN. Mr i resident, a good deal of solicitude has been 

Mr. BECK. Quicksilver is on the free-list now. eendesandl Gin tie tent of eantieninn Seomn ola the Neri! 
- °.1:2 . 99 ; - ; > pi ol ge imei ) older States ¢ tik or 

Mr. MILLER, of California. I move toamend by strikingout ‘'10"’ | a East that the pe tafe th W . “ . : . a 

a ° 660899 fn “Ogi ° | * as i >So une e ‘St shot en ein wtures 
asthepercent. and inserting ‘15.’ Thereason I do this is that owing to | : Sheree. 5p Se 


aos * "te 2 gy ee : ; We have quite an abundance of raw material in the South to bx 
the competition of the foreign mines in Spain and Austria the quick- | po) 0.4 ee h os . obi timed 4 “ne i * ; clade + abs 
. » 1s re ° poten ‘< “i, Suc us Oot, COTTON, il eT, ron, al ot Commodities 
silver mines of California have almost ceased working. There were at | Ww, ¢4 ; malay 2 
oa . ey | z a ie P } e tind ourselves very much embarrassed for the want of’ « ipital, and 
least 5,000 men engaged in this industry before this article was put on | : . Dog ; 
: - . Spear ite. : See also by the expense of machinery which we are compelled to obtain 
the free-list, and as the consumption is mostly on the Pacific coast I do | *. ie : : Ae 
: ere ¢ ; ; either from the North and East or from abroad L have had more ce 
not think objection should be made to our adjusting this duty so as to sien Cink: Sat coamhes chee enahesk: tn temtenteatanen 7 6] 
; Fe ; ° A .« a” " | ‘ . should e ark ni fir es because ot ‘ 
foster this industry in connection with our other mining industries. “eit. ona goon z 
ag he ae . ; <e conveniences we have there of the raw material and because it seem: 
Quicksilver mining is a precarious sort of industry at best, and the ; 
u . rip oerts, Poaedeay to be natural, particularly in reference tothe heavier commodities, that 
mines have been opened at great expense, and now out of thirty quick- in euasiiantesine chanla ta} ‘ble to tl 
M ~ ; ° ° > 3 r ac ig shouk iUKE mace aS ‘ AS POSS ’ i. mnt « 
silver niines there are only eight in operation, and they are working at , ; Se ee Oe Pens Ve tae oan oe 
° . production. We have been buying machinery at the South and have 
an absolute loss. accumulated a good deal of it, particularly in cotton spinnir \ 
° " ° . : Se é ae ‘ ) ah i } OUTLO s vy 
I do not mean to detain the Senate. I think this slight increase of . I I wes : 
: e ‘ 2 have invested large amounts of money in the last few years, so that the 
duty over what the committee have recommended is necessary, and I ieeennn af cur tarventmnent th “rege Fr eplgends 1th ‘ 
‘ rf ° 2s 4 af ° ‘Tease sSUme¢ ere has ers rises e thantlacturers 
doubt whether it will be sufficient, but it is all I shall ask at this time. —_ ee ee : 


: . . f ‘r parts of the ¢ ti 

I trust the Senate will vote for the amendment. he = La “phage — fe, aoe < 
The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The question is on the amendment | per os ear this bill ena 7 set - rt brn ia rs ase re tong he ; = : 

of the Senator from California [Mr. MILLER]. | te ¥ Cee ee ee ee eae 


an addition of 10 per cent. ad valorem on the machinery we are to us 


Mr. VANCE. I move to strike out that paragr: ; 
fr. VA CI I move to strik t tha para ph in starting manulactories, enough to crippk and de stroy the intint 


fhe PRESIDENT pro tempore. The motion of the Senator trom Cal- ; . : - 
_ The PRE IDE ad _ The moti “ f the “cages dustries of the South rhe benevolence which has been expressed her 
ifornia is first in order. After that the motion to strike out can be |." “i , 
mode in reference to infant industries seems to have taken a sort of sect 





rANOR : . , . | turn, and those industries are now considered being infants whiel 
Mr. VANCE. I should think the interests of the people of Cali- ? oe " -tplhccnasene-as ogress Oh 
< E "s : i llr” . | have been established a hundred years, and those which are ab to 
fornia would be promoted by having as much free quicksilver as possi- | ) bailé seem to be senile or in a state of d oe i. 
*,s . ie, : 5 3 see 4 Cc St eo ] a state o aecrepl l¢ yar is } il 
ble, because it is used for mining purposes. I suppose the Senator knows 


sag - : trying to start off on their first feet 
their interests better than I do, but it struck me it would be an accom- sbi. Dh sera . 
: “ : ~ te ape : = | I desire to put the sincerity of get I 1 
modation for the miners of the West to have free quicksilver. ania tlt Ritalin teaeaahatr tse, tom, om 0h ses a Sa 
~ + “9 . 1 . : age é ‘rican Maust Ome on this que ion on a Mla mLIDA 
Mr. MILLER, of California. I hope the Senator will be kind enough | }9 cs . = 


tlemen who protes 


: . ble proposition. The Senator from Rhode Island. I think it wa ol 
t us decide th: rselves. 
to let us d cide that for ourselve — robably it was the Senator from Vermont, stated that this clau in 
Mr. VANCE. You have my permission. [ Laughter. } I : 


7 aA poe , : is bi ‘lates very fine qualities of linery or vet ! ties 
The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The question is on the amendment this bill relates to v« ee ee schinery ox very fin He 
of the Senator from California of manufacture of the different metals that are mentioned in this clause 
cape ANE It does relate to very fine machinery, and it also relates to very com 
The amendment was rejected. pcan Sogre spat : : 
Mr. VANCE. Now! moveto strike out the paragraph. Quicksilver | ™°" machinery, to machinery of every kind and character, for excep! 
: r a ae , ee ee we car-wheels I have not found any other machinery introduced into th 
is now on the free-list. I move tostrike out the line and let it go back , ; . , : 
to the free-list S bill by a specific enumeration at any place. If it is here I hav 
STINK m : . looked it. 
The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The question is on the amendment Now, then, will the Senators on the other side, who profess to} 
of the Ne ‘arolina [Mr. VANCE Paha amneey, pbs ee “eateet aegis 
eee hangar boreiny me Ue. Vance) ing to encourage American industry everywhere through this count 
The item in lines 833 oa 834 a oy explain why it is that they strike a blow at Southern industries whi 
~ De i d = ; aus s° ¢ . 
Silver leaf, 75 cents per package of five hundred leaves 


is obliged to be fatal and which will compel us to relinquish all hoy 
The item in line 835 was read, as follows: 


of competing with them in manufactures from this time forward Phey 
have had the encouragement of a protective tariff fora centut States 
Type-metal, 20 per cent. ad valorem. 


that otherwise were sterile, States that never would have been builtup 
into prosperity, have had the continuous annual bounty of a protective 
tariff, a high protective tariff, many of them for near a century. Ow 
people have made contributions out of the richness of their productions 
The item in lines 838, 839, and 840 was read, as follows: almost without murmuring. It is true we have sometimes made some 
Metallic substances in a crude state, and metals unwrought, not specially complaint of inequalities and burdens coming from taxation, but we 
enumerated or provided for in this act, 20 per cent. ad valorem. have had to bear the burden of the building up of these manufacturing 
Mr. VANCE. I simply want to inquire from some Senator compe- industries in‘the North and in the Last; and not only are the manu 
tent to answer if that would not include ores. The language is ‘‘ metal- facturers there now representing in themselves enormous capital accumu 


The item in lines 836 and 837 was read, as follows 
Chromate of iron or chromic ore, 15 per cent. ad valorem. 


lie substances in a crude state.”’ lated in machinery and in buildings and in grounds and in appliances 

Mr. MORRILL. It would not, because they are already provided for and accessories of every kind, but palatial residences and enormous co 

The item from line 841 to line 846 was read, as follows: "| lossal fortunes have been also built up through this taxation which 
ad, s: 


S ret - a a an 
: : ' ; ourindustry has largely yielded in fivorof these gentlemen inthe North 
Manufactures, articles, or wares, not specially enumerated or provided for in . - ie 
this act, ermppesed wholly or in part of iron, steel, copper, lead, nickel, pewter, and East. , she 
tn, zine, gold, silver, platinum, or any other metal, and whether partly or You have had a long time during which you have enjoyed the con 
waely aon aned, & per cont. ad valorem. tributions of the people of the agricultural regions of this country; and 


_Mr. BAYARD. I move to strike out “45”’ and insert ‘‘30"’ in line | now when we desire to enter into manufactures you deny us the oppor 
845. 


. tunity by an advance of 10 per cent. ad valorem upon all the machinery 
Mr. MORRILL. I trust that will not be done. This embraces a] that we should put into our plants. This is an exceeding injusti: 
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The question has been asked why we have not heretofore engaged in 
manufactures. ‘The reasons of it are very obvious, and I have had the 
honor on one occasion, I remember, during this debate to explain them 
somewhat before the Senate. It must be remembered by gentlemen in 
the older States that we in the South and the West have had States to 
build; we have had communities to found; we have had every establish- 
mentof civilization to build, and we have been producing at the same time 
the enormous crops of cotton, sugar, and of other productions, which 
have brought immense revenues to this country, and which have con- 
tributed as much, if not more, to its commercial enrichment than any 
other crops or any other products that have been made in the United 
States. 

Now, sir, think of what we have had to do in the opening up of these 
vast forests, cutting them down and subjecting the lands to cultivation, 
building towns and cities, bridges, roads, everything that belongs to 
civilization, school-houses and churches, making contributions from our 
current earnings to an enormous amount every year, while we have been 
supplying the raw material to the commerce of this country, and which 
has so wonderfully enriched it. We are, therefore, not to be blamed 


for not being in a more forward state in the reservation of our money | 


us capital and its investment in manufactures. 
Another point I shall refer to, not in any spirit of bitterness or of 


complaining, but I refer to it as a great and essential fact which has 


had a very marked influence upon the development of the South in the 
direction of industrial improvement. What is that? The Northern 
States in an early part of the founding of this Government and before 
its foundation saw immense profit in the importation of slaves into this 
country. Their ships were built, sent to Africa and elsewhere, loaded 
with slaves and brought into this country, and that trade continued as 
late as the year 1820. What became of that slave property? It did 
not remain in the North; it was not emancipated there; it was not lost 
to the people who had imported it. It was sold, and it was bought by 
the people of the South and of the West. We contributed our money 
to the Northern and Eastern people in the purchase of this species of 
property, all that we could get. It was the most attractive property 
that we could possibly find; it was exactly suited to the hard labor of 
the opening up of a new country; it was precisely adapted to a South- 
ernclimate. ‘There was no other laborer under whose hand cotton could 
grow as it could under that of the negro slave, and there was no other 
labor that would contribute so much and so successfully to the culti- 
vation of the sugar-cane, 

The result was that we, as a matter of choice, paid great prices to the 
Northern and Eastern importers of slaves and enriched them very greatly 
by this commerce. What did they do with the money? With that 
thrift that is becoming to them, and which certainly characterizes all 
of that people and has always done so, they invested their money in 
manufactures; they commenced from the very beginning, the very foun- 
dation of this country, in laying at once in manufacturing establishments 
the money that we paid them for our slaves. We went on making 
money, growing rich in the use of this description of labor, bestowing 
upon it every attention that could be bestowed for the purpose of its 
increase and its propagation. We spent all of our surplus earnings in 
the purchase of land and in the purchase of slaves, and we found en- 
couragement to do so because the markets of the world opened them- 
selves invitingly to us that we might sell slave products to them. 

Hence it was that all of the energies that we bestowed in the cultiva- 
tion of the soil, all of the immense contributions that we made to com- 
merce in this country and the fruits of these contributions when they 
were returned to us were invested in more property and in more lands, 
and in the building of more towns and in other improvements, includ- 
ing in recent years large outlays for railways and other means of com- 
mercial intercommunication. 

Now, sir, are we not entitled to some regard and some respect and to 
fair dealing when by necessity, by a convulsion that we can not avoid, 
we are forced now to divert our earnings, whatever they may be, in 
large part from agricultural employments and to invest them in ma- 
chinery? I expected, sir, a friendly hand of assistance from these gen- 
tlemen without reference to the past who have said so much and contrib- 
uted so much of talent and zeal and ability to the building up of man- 
ufacturing industries in the country; I had expected and I had a right 
to expect their assistance in enabling the South to go forward in this 
plan of money-making, in this plan of investment and improvement 
which they themselves have used to such enormous profit. 

But how is it, Mr. President? Just the reverse of that. When this 
tariff bill was reported, I expected to have seen a reduction, at least 
upon those classes of machinery necessary for the spinning of wool and 
cotton in the South; but instead of that we have got 45 per cent., rais- 
ing it from 35 to 45 cent. ad valorem in this tariff. Sir, there never 
was a more marked instance of sectional selfishness than that which is 
portrayed in this very movement. The old-established institutions of 
the country, who have their capital already invested, who have their 
plants already made, who have nothing to do but turn on the steam 
and water and put their machinery into operation to the manufacture of 
all things from the coarsest fabrics to the thinnest, turn to us and say: 
‘You shall not even invest your money in the manufacture of the 
coarsest of the fabrics which you produce unless you will agree to pay 











a 10 per cent. ad valorem duty in excess of 35 per cent., under which 
you have heretofore been acting.’’ 

Sir, I had the pleasure of attending that great exposition at Atlant, 
which was an honor to the entire country, and I saw there the many. 
facturing machinery of the gentlemen from the North in full play anq 
operation, and the delight with which it was received by the people oj 
the South gave me encouragementto believe that they would bend their 
energies toward that line of improvement and investment. They were 
willing to do it, aye, sir, anxious to do it from that time tothis: py; 
what a check do we put upon them here, how we dampen their ardor 
when we deny to them the privilege of manufacturing unless they pay 
a 10 per cent. increased duty upon these productions! Pity 

I do not understand this, Mr. President. I can not conceive why jt 
is that we should be cut off from this opportunity of buying machinery 
at fair rates to start these infant industries, about which gentlemen 
have said so much, and in reference to which they have spoken in q 
spirit of almost pathetic patriotism. I do not understand it. 

I move to strike out 45 percent., but I believe the motion has been 
made by the Senator from Kentucky. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The Senator from Delaware has moved 
to strike out ‘‘45”’ and insert ‘‘30.”’ 

Mr. ALDRICH. I understand the Senator from Delaware is willing 
to accept a compromise of ‘‘35.”’ - 

Mr. MORGAN. ‘TheSenator from Delaware isa good Southern man. 
but he lives too far to the North. We would rather have 30 per cent. 

Mr. SHERMAN. The Tariff Commission give a reason for making 
this very rate, and I will read it, as it is very brief. Senators will then 
see the reason why it is placed so high: 

In recommending the comparatively high rate of 45 per cent. for the genera! 
“not otherwise provided for’’ clause, the commission is influenced by the idea 
that this “‘ unenumerated” provision should be, on the average, higher than the 
general ratesin the schedule. A reference to the testimony will show conclusively 
that a great many of the disputes that have heretofore arisen between the im- 
—— and the Government have been caused by the attempts of consignees to 

1ave new articles or old articles under new names made dutiable under the low 
ad valorem rates of the present ‘‘ not otherwise provided for’’ clause. It is be- 
lieved that a close examination of the subject will show that this suggestion is of 
the utmost importance, and that the ad valorem rates for this clause should be 
placed at the figure named, and in all cases should be higher than the average 
rate of duty on other articles in the schedule.” 

This matter was considered and talked over a good deal in commit- 
tee. There was great difference of opinion as to what should be the 
right rate for theSe non-enumerated articles. In the classification that 
has been made about $8,000,000 worth of imported articles have been 
grouped under this non-enumerated clause, the duty on which yields on 
an average 37.26 per cent. I thought myself that the duty of 45 per 
cent. ad valorem was too high. We have taken off the duty on pack- 
ages, but at the same time I should be willing to see this reduced to 55 
per cent., which is 2} less than the present non-enumerated clause. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. And 5 per cent. taken off for packages. 

Mr. SHERMAN. Then, considering that the cost of packages is 
taken off, that will make quite a reduction besides. I move, therefore, 
to amend the amendment so that it shall read 35 per cent. 

Mr. ALDRICH. I understand that is satisfactory to the Senator 
from Delaware. 

Mr. MORGAN. [ask the Senator from Ohio what is the reduction 
in cost of packages; what would be the ad valorem reduction? 

Mr. SHERMAN. That is stated by the Tariff Commission as from 
2 to 15 per cent. ; on these articles 5 per cent., and 15 per cent. on bulky 
articles of crockery. 

Mr. HOAR. I understand that on cotton machinery the package is 
very expensive. I understand it amounts to 10 per cent. 

Mr. ALDRICH. Ten per cent. at least. 

Mr. HOAR. They have to be entirely air-proof, air-tight. 

Mr. MORGAN. Thatisa concession which I am willing to give—35 
per cent. on that statement. 

Mr. GEORGE. I offer this amendment—— 

Mr. SHERMAN. Is my amendment agreed to? 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. Thevote has not yet been taken. 

Mr. GEORGE. At line 846—— 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. There are two amendments pending. 

Mr. GEORGE. I want my amendment read for information before 
the vote is taken. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. It will be read. 

The AcTING SECRETARY. At the end of line 846 it is proposed to 
add: 

, That machinery forthe manufacture of cloths and threads composed 
in whole or in of cotton, wool, hemp, jute, or ramie, and all tools of me- 
—- used solely in manual labor shall be charged a duty of 10 per cent. ad 

orem. 

Mr. SHERMAN. I ask for a vote on the other proposition. 

The PRESIDENT tempore. The question is on the amendment 
of the Senator from ohio (Mr. SHERMAN] to the amendment of the 
Senator from Delaware [Mr. BAYARD] to make the rate of duty 35 per 
cent. 

The amendment to the amendment was agreed to. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The question is on the amendment 
of the Senator from Delaware as amended. 

The amendment as amended was agreed to. 








1883. 





The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The question is on the amendment 
of the Senator from Mississippi [Mr. GEorGE). 

Mr. EDMUNDS. Let it be again read. ae 

The ACTING SECRETARY. At the end of line 846 it is proposed to 
insert: 

ided, That machinery for the manufacture of cloths and threads composed 
in whole or in part ofcotton, wool, hemp, jute, or ramie, and all tools of mechanics 
used solely in manual labor, shall be charged a duty of 10 per cent. ad valorem. 

Mr. CAMERON, of Pennsylvania. I think that had better be printed 
and go over until to-morrow. 

Mr. VANCE. I move that the Senate do now adjourn. 

Mr. MORRILL. I merely ask—— 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The motion to adjourn is not de- 
batable. 

The motion was not agreed to. 

Mr. MORRILL. When the reading of the next schedule is com- 
menced I will consent to an adjournment. 

Mr. SHERMAN. Before that is done I wish to make a motion that 
everybody will agree to. I move that Schedule C be printed as it now 
stands, so we may to-morrow have it. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. We have not finished Schedule C yet. 

Mr. SHERMAN. I supposed it was finished. 

Mr. VANCE. I believe I have the floor. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. Yes, sir. 





Mr. BECK. In regard to the printing, does the Senator from Ohio 
move that the three schedules we have passed be printed as amended, | 
A, B, and C? 

Mr. SHERMAN. 
and wooden-wares. ’’ 

Mr. EDMUNDS. If we can only get through the A 
ness, we Shall have less discussion over the way. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The question is on the amendment | 
of the Senator from Mississippi [Mr. GEORGE]. 

Mr. VANCE. May I say a word now, sir? 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. Yes, sir. 

Mr. VANCE. I want to say that I have an amendment of a similar | 
character to offer which would properly come in attached to this sched- | 
ule, and I propose to accompany it by some remarks, but I do not want 
to make them to-night. I am not prepared to do so. As we have 
worked so faithfully to-day and got through the schedule, with the ex- 
ception of that amendment, I hope there will be universal consent to 
adjourn. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. No, sir, no consent. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The amendment of the Senator from 
Mississippi is pending. 

Mr. VANCE. Now, Mr. President, I say once more that I desire to 


Four schedules. D has been passed also, ‘‘ wood 


‘ - | 
, B, and C busi- 





make a few remarks to-morrow upon that amendment of the Senator 
from Mississippi, or a similar one whichI have on my desk ready to offer 
at the proper time; and as it is now 9 o’clock, I do nét think it would 
be fair for Senators after we have worked so faithfully all day to force 
me to go on to-night or to force the Senator from Mississippi to speak 
to his amendment to-night; and as it was agreed that we would sit and 
work till 9 o’clock, and that the Senator from Vermont, the chairman 
of the committee, would then make a motion to adjourn, I hope he 
willdoso. [‘‘ Question !’’ ‘‘Question!’’] 

Mr. GEORGE. Itis9o’clock. I should like to submit some re- 
marks in favor of the amendment which I have offered in behalf of a 
large class of my constituents. I move that the Senate adjourn. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The Senator from Mississippi moves 
that the Senate adjourn. Will the Senator wait amoment? The Sen- 
ator from Ohio [Mr. SHERMAN] moved to have all these schedules 
printed. 

Mr. HARRIS. That order has already been made, I understand. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. It has not been. 

Mr. HARRIS. I thought it had. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. It will be made if there be no objec- 
tion. The Senator from Mississippi, the hour of 9 o'clock havingarrived, 
and that being the hour that it was said the Senate would adjourn, 
moves that the Senate adjourn. 

; é question being put, it was declared that the ayes appeared to pre- 
vail. 

Mr. EDMUNDS called for the yeas and nays. 

The yeas and nays were ordered, and the Principal Legislative Clerk 
proceeded to call the roll. 

Mr. EDMUNDS (when his name was called). I am paired with the 
Senator from Arkansas [Mr. GARLAND]. If he were present, I should 
vote “‘nay,’’ but I am authorized to vote if it is necessary to keep a 
quorum to finish this bill. 

Mr. DAVIS, of West Virginia. I should have stated when my name 
was called that I am paired with the Senator from Minnesota [ Mr. 
Wixpom], but the pair is transferred to my colleague [Mr. Cam- 
DEN 


Mr. MITCHELL (when his name wascalled). I am paired with the 
from Virginia [Mr. JoHNsTON ]. 

Mr. PLUMB (when his name was called). On this question I am 

Paired with the Senator from Missouri [Mr. Vest]. 
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The roll-call having been concluded, the result was announced 


19, nays 25; as follows: 


Barrow, 
Bayard, 
Beck, 
Call, 


Coke, 


Aldrix h, 
Allison, 
Anthony, 

Blair, 

Cameron of Pa., 


Cameron of Wis., 


Conger, 


Brown, 
Butler, 
Camden, 
Chilcott, 
Cockrell, 
Edmunds, 
Fair, 
Farley, 


So the Senate 


Mr. VANCE. 


The yeas and nays were ordered, and the Principal Leg 


YEAS—19 
Davis of I! Hampton 
Davis of W. Va Harris, 
George, Jackson, 
Gorman, Jonas, 
Groom Maxey, 

NAYS—25 
Dawes, Lapham, 
Hale, Logan, 
Harrison MeDill 
Hawley Me Millan, 
Hoar, Miller of N. ¥ 
Ingalis Morrill 
Kellogg Platt 

ABSENT 
Ferry Lama 
Frye McPherson 
Garland Mahone 
Grover, Miller of Cal 
Hill, Mitchell, 


Johnston 
Jones of Florida 
Jones of Nevada, 


refused to adjourn 


Pendleton 
Plumil 
Pugh 


me 
1731 
yeas 


Morgan, 
Ransom, 
Vance, 
Voorhees 


Rollins, 
Sawyer, 
Sewell, 
Sherman. 


Saulsbury, 


Saunders 


lillams 


naom 


I move that the Senate proceed to the consideration of 
executive business, and call for the yeas and nays on the motion 


proceeded to call the roll 


Mr. EDMUNDS 


(when his name 


» was called 


necessary to keep a quorum against filibustering. 


Mr. MILLER, of California (when his name was called 
| with my colleague [Mr. FARLEY ] 
» roll-call was concluded 


The 


islative Clerk 


Lam paired with the 
| Senator from Arkansas [Mr. GARLAND] with liberty to vote if it is 


lam paired 


Mr. EDMUNDS. Is there a quorum? 

The PRESIDENT pro te mpore There is 

Mr. EDMUNDS. I vote ‘“‘ nay.’ 

Mr. MILLER, of California. I will vot 

The PRESIDENT pro te mpore Chere lack nine of a quorum 

Mr. VOORHEES. I hope it may be considered proper on the part 
of all Senators on this side who are paired likewise to vote to make a 
quorum. I see itis universally done onthe otherside. I do not doubt 
the propriety of it so far as they are concerned, but I hope it may be 
an equal-handed affair and Senators will not feel trammeled on this side 
of the Chamber, but will be allowed to vote to make : 


not 


to make a quorum 


tL quorum 


Mr. ROLLINS. That is all right 

Mr. MAXEY. I vote ‘‘nay.”’ 

Mr. EDMUNDS. Let the result be announced. Follow the law 
The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The Chair votes ‘‘nay.”’ 

Mr. GEORGE. Is it in order to move to adjourn ? 

The PRESIDENT pro te mpore. It is not 


Mr. EDMUNDS. Let the list be read. 


The result was announced—yeas 4, nays 31; as follows 


YEAS—4 
Barrow Call, Hampton, Voorhees 
NAYS—31 
Aldrich, Dawes, Kellogg Morrill, 
Allison, Edmunds Lapham Platt, 
Anthony, Gorman, Logan, Plumb, 
Blair, Hale, Maxey Rollins, 
Cameron of Pa Harrison MeDill, Sawyer, 
Cameron of Wis., Hawley, MeMillan, Sewell, 


Conger, 
Davis of Il., 


Hoar, 
Ingalls, 


Miller of Cal., 
Miller of N. Y., 


Sherman 


ABSENT! 
Bayard, Ferry, Jones of Florida, Saunders, 
Beck, Frye, Jones of Nevada, Slater, 
Brown, Garland Lamar, Vance, 
Butler, George, Mahone, Van Wyck, 
Camden, Groome, McPherson, Vest, 
Chilcott, Grover, Mitchell, Walker, 
Cockrell, Harris, Morgan, Williams, 
Coke, Hill, Pendleton, Windom 
Davis of W. Va., Jackson Pugh, 
Fair, Johnston, fansom, 
Farley, Jonas, Saulsbury, 


The PRESIDENT pro tempore. Four Senators voting in the affirma- 
tive and 31 in the negative, there lack four of a quorum. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. Now I rise upon a question of order and call upon 
the Chair to enforce the rule to call the roll of Senators. 

Mr. GEORGE. Is it in order to move an adjournment ? 

Mr. EDMUNDS. Let the roll be called. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. A motion to adjourn is not in order 
pending a call of the roll. 

The roll was called, and the following Senators answered to their 
names: 


Aldrich, Dawes, Kellogg, Morgan, 
Allison, Edmunds, Lapham, Morrill, 
Anthony, Gorman, Logan, Platt, 
Blair, lale, MeDill, Plumb, 
Cameron of Pa Hampton, MeMillan Rollins, 
Cameron of Wis... Harrison, Maxey, Sawyer, 
Conger, Hawley, Miller of Cal., Sewell, 
Davis of Il., Hoar, Miller of N. Y., Sherman. 





Davis of W. Va Ingalls, Mitchell, 
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The PRESIDENT pro tempore. Thirty-five Senators are present. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. I move that the absent Senators be sent for. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. That motion is in order unless a mo- 
tion to adjourn is made. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. It is in order without a motion to adjourn, if the 
Chair will permit me to say so. 

Mr. VOORHEES. I hardly think it worth while to send for absent 
Senators. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. 
I propose ? 

Mr. VOORHEES 
tion to adjourn? 

Mr. EDMUNDS. Not until he has put the question I proposed, first. 

Mr. VOORHEES. I submit to the Chair that that will not be in 
order when a motion to adjourn is made. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The motion to adjourn would be 
proper if the motion of the Senator from Vermont had not preceded it. 

Mr. VOORHEES. I would not have made it except for the sugges- 
tion of the Chair, and I shall not make it again. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The question is on the motion of the 
Senator from Vermont to send for absent Senators. 

Mr. HARRIS. Pending that motion, I move that the Senate do now 
wdjourn, 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. That motion is in order. 
the question.] The ayes seem to have it. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. Let us have the yeas and nays on that. 

The yeas and nays were ordered and taken. 

Mr. BECK. I want to move to amend the amendment of the Sena- 
tor from Mississippi, if the debate is to go on. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. We have not had the announcement of the vote, 
and then there can be no business done unless to adjourn or send for 
absent Senators if there is not a quorum. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The Senator from Vermont insists 
upon the rule to have absent Senators sent for. 

Mr. COCKRELL. _ I desire to vote. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The Senator from Missouri. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. I rise to a question of order, and ask the Chair to 
announce the vote. 

Mr. COCKRELL. _ I rise to vote before the announcement, as is my 
constitutional privilege. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The Senator from Missouri. 

Mr. COCKRELL. I vote ‘‘yea.’’ 

The result was announced—yeas 17, nays 30; as follows: 


Will the Chair be kind enough to put the question 


Will the Chair be kind enough to entertain a mo- 


[ Putting 


YEAS—17. 
Barrow Coke, Hampton, Ransom, 
Bayard Davis of Il., Harris, Vance. 
Beck, Davis of W. Va., Jackson, 
Call, Gorman, Jonas, 
Cockrell Groome, Morgan, 

NAYS—30 
Aldrich Edmunds, Logan, Plumb, 
Allison, Hale, MeDill, Rollins, 
Anthony Harrison, MeMillan, Sawyer, 
Blair, Hawley, Maxey, Sewell, 
Cameron of Pa., Hoar, Miller of Cal., Sherman, 
Cameron of Wis Ingalls, Miller of N. Y., Voorhees. 


Conger Kellogg Morrill, 
Dawes Lapham Platt, 

ABSENT—29. 
Brown Garland, McPherson, Van Wyck, 
Butler, George, Mahone, est, 
Camden Grover, Mitchell, Walker, 
Chiloott Hill, Pendleton Williams, 
Fair, Johnston, Pugh, Windom. 
Farley Jones of Florida, Sauisbury, 
Ferry, Jones of Nevada, Saunders, 
rye, Lamar, Slater, 


So the Senate refused to adjourn. 

Mr. MORRILL. I desire to say that when I came here this morn- 
ing I did expect that we would adjourn by 9 o’clock. Several Senators 
came to me and asked me at what time I expected the Senate to ad- 
journ, and I said 9 o’clock, and if we got through the metal schedule 
perhaps a little sooner. I never intended to move an adjournment 
until we got through the schedule, but I find that my friends from 
Mississippi and North Carolina each of them wants to take ten or fifteen 
minutes to-morrow morning. I am perfectly willing to propose to give 
those Senators, each of them, ten or fifteen minutes. 

Mr. MAXEY. I shall oppose that. 

Mr. BECK. We want no limit about it. 

Mr. VANCE. I decline to be restricted in reference to time. I will 
speak two hours if I want, or three minutes if I want, or four days if I 
want, and I can hold out. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. A quorum being present—— 

Mr. EDMUNDS. I withdraw my motion for a call of the Senate, as 
a quorum is here, as it has been all the time, except that gentlemen on 
the other side would not vote. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The question is on agreeing to the 
amendment of the Senator from Mississippi [Mr. GrorGE]. 

Mr. BECK. I move to amend that amendment by striking out ‘10 
per cent.’’ and inserting ‘'15 per cent."’ 
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I merely desire to say on the amendment that my understanding 
was, and I believe it was the understanding of gentlemen on this <iq, 
that we were to sit here till 9 o’clock to-night, and when the gentle 
man from Delaware [Mr. BAYARD] at 6 o'clock in the evening tno, ed 
to adjourn, I voted against it because I thought that was the understand. 
ing. Ihavesathere from 11 0’clock to-day until now, half past 9, hardls 
going out of my seat, without even taking lunch, thinking that y,. 
would adjourn at 9 o’clock and I could get home in time. Other gen 
tlemen have taken the privilege of being out of the Chamber for hoy». 
to-day. 

Mr. COCKRELL. 
out? 

Mr. BECK. I do not know how long any Senator was out, but t},. 
Senate has been very thin at times, although some of us have been sit 
ting here without leaving our seats, believing that at 9 o’clock the Sey 
ate would adjourn. As the Senator from Mississippi said he desired ¢,, 
address the Senate, and the Senator from North Carolina said he de. 
sired to address the Senate, and it was after 9 o’clock, believing tha 
was the arrangement, and as we had sat here steadily until 9 o'clock. | 
thought that weoughttoadjourn. IftheSenate will stay until 120’ eloc, 
to-morrow night or 2 o’clock in the morning, and give us notice so tha; 
we may get something to eat, I shall notobject toit; but believing this 
evening that we should adjourn at 9, I voted as I did and withheld y, 
vote as I did. I withdraw the amendment I offered. 

Mr. MAXEY. I have only this to say: I came here to-day to work 
in good faith on the bill with a view of perfecting so far as we could , 
tariff bill for final action by the Senate and the House, and I hay, 
worked faithfully the whole day through. There has been from t}y 
beginning up to the present time no limit upon any gentleman express 
ing his opinions fully and freely upon any original proposition presented 
or any amendment. Here comes up a proposition which is more im 
portant by far to the people of the section of country in which | |i, 
than any proposition which has been presented, and yet when two Sen 
ators, the one who offered the amendment and another, announced to 
the Senate that they desired to be heard upon it, at this hour of « 
o’clock, after ten hours of hard work, an attempt is forced upon them 
to speak here, although they had notified the Senate that they wer 
not prepared to goon with their speeches to-night. If that is fair dea 
ing in this body, I do not want to act fairly. 

Then when the proposition comes up to adjourn it is a conditional! 
proposition that upon this measure these gentlemen shall be limited to 
ten or fifteen minutes, when no man who has spoken in favor of prote: 
tion and no man who has spoken against protection has been limited in 
thedebate. Yet when this original proposition is made, which the Sen 
ator from Mississippi had a right to present and upon which he has ; 
constitutional right to be heard, and others have a constitutional righ 
to be heard, an adjournment now at this late hour for the first time tha: 
I have ever knowy it in the Senate, when that announcement was mac 
by a Senator, is refused, and a proposition is made to give them the poor 
privilege of discussing for ten or fifteen minutes a measure amountin: 
to thillions of dollars and amounting to more in thedevelopment of t!y 
Southern States than any proposition that has yet been presented 

I say I would not accept such a proposition as that, and I say furtly 
that if I see proper, as one of the Senators from a State of this Union, to 
talk to that amendment, I will do it, and talk just as long as I pleas 
I am not in the habit of wasting the time of the Senate on long speeches 
but if I believe it to be for the interest of the State of Texas, which ! 
in part represent, to advocate a measure for the introduction of m: 
chinery and agricultural implements upon moderately low tariff rates 
I have the right to advocate it without asking anybody any odds in 
regard to it. 

Therefore I say that the proposition, in my judgment, to limit th 
debate upon a great measure like that to ten or fifteen minutes is no! 
a fair proposition; especially when we all came here this morning wit! 
the expectation to stay until 9 o’clock, and nobody proposed to adjourn 
until the time came around. The schedule upon which we were at 
work was completed, and then this measure was offered as an original 
proposition to add to that, which is nothing more than common ani 
usual in legislation. It is the right and proper place for it to come 
in, and it is the usual course of legislation to propose it. Under thes: 
circumstances we are told that we have to stay here or ten or fifteen 
minutes will be given to-morrow. All right; I have a tolerably good 
constitution, and I propose to stay here if necessary, if there is occa 
sion to do it; but I propose to assert and maintain with the dignity 
due to my position the right which I have as a Senator in this body 

Mr. MORRILL. As several gentlemen seem to have understoo! 
that there was a sort of understanding that we were to adjourn at " 
o’clock—— 

Mr. MAXEY. There was a very general understanding on this sid: 

Mr. MORRILL. I do not wish to be supposed to be guilty of any 
breach of faith. While I am disposed to say that I had no idea of ad 
journing to-day before we get through with this schedule, as several 
gentlemen seem to have understood we were to adjourn at 9 o'clock | 
move that the Senate do now adjourn. 

The motion was agreed to; and (at 9 o'clock and 31 minutes p. ™.) 
the Senate adjourned. 


How long has the Senator from Vermont been 











1883. CONGRESSIONAL RECORD—HOUSE. 1733 








HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. IMPORTATION OF LUMBER. 
MonDAY, January 29, 1883 Mr. REED presented a resolution of the Legislature of the State ot 


af Maine against any change in the existing revenue laws relating to im 
The House met at 11 o’clock a. m. Prayer by the Chaplain, Rev. F. | ported lumber; which was referred to the Committee on Ways and 
D. POWER. | Means, and ordered to be printed. 
The Journal of Saturday last was read and approved. WINIFRED B. COFFIN 


ORDER OF BUSINESS. Mr. CRAPO introduced a bill (H. R. 7403) tor the relief of Winifred 
Mr. MOREY. I ask unanimous consent that Senate bill No. 2356 | B. Coffin; which was read a first and second time, referred to the Com 
may be taken from the Speaker’s table and put on its passage at this | mittee on Invalid Pensions, and ordered to be printed 
time. 


‘ ; ; ANN LITTLI 

Mr. PAGE. What is the nature of the bill? \ eines é ; ; an 

Mr. MOREY. I will explain briefly. Mr. RANNEY introduced a bill (H. R. 7404) granting a pension to 
The SPEAKER. The title of the bill will be read. Ann Little; which was read a first and second time, referred to the Com 
The title of the bill was read, as follows: mittee on Invalid Pensions, and ordered to be printed 

A bill (S. 2356) to authorize an increase of the capital stock of the Second Na- | NAVAL CADETS 


tional Bank of Xenia, Ohio. 


Mr. RANDALL. Let us have the regular order. 
Mr. MOREY. I hope the gentleman will allow me to make a state- 


Mr. MORSE introduced a bill (HL. R. 7405 ib { 


pres ine 
naval cadets at the Naval Academy; which was read a first and second 
time, referred to the Committee on Naval Affairs 


} 
and ordered to be 


he course to1 


ment in reference to the reasons for the bill. | printed. 
Mr. RANDALL. That would only be a loss of time. I propose so IMPROVEMENT OF DULUTH HARBOI 
far as I can to have the House go on with the tariff bill. | Mr. WASHBURN presented a memorial of the Legislature of the State 


Mr. MOREY. If the gentleman will hear the statement I think he | 
will withdraw his objection. 
Mr. RANDALL. I insist upon the regular order. 
The SPEAKER. The regular order being called tor, the bill is not JOHN BUSH. 
se. -dav being } av » firs siness in order is aie . see 
before the House To day being Mond ly, the first busine ss in order is Mr. STRAIT introduced a bill (H. R. 7406) for th of of John 
the call of States and Territories for the introduction of bills and joint | p ELE 2 ll dla rred to t] 
- : : : stor 3 | Bush; which was read a first and second time, referred to the Committe 
resolutions, and also resolutions calling for executive information, for ons Panchen aad cedesed to be urinted 
. . . . . , s i Ss S, 4 I i | ; : 
reference to their appropriate committees. Under this call memorials , 


of Minnesota asking appropriations for improvement of Duluth Harbor; 
which was referred to the Committee on Commerc 
printed. 


and ordered to be 


and resolutions of State and Territorial Legislatures are in order tor GPORGE W. SMITH AND OTILERS 
reference. : Mr. CHAPMAN introduced a bill (H. R. 7407) for the relief of Georg: 
AGRICULTURAL COLLEGE LANDS, ETC., FOR COLORADO. W. Smith, David Stockslager, and Jeremiah Kanode; which was read 


a first and second time, referred to the Committee on War Claims, and 


Mr. BELFORD presented a memorial of the Legislature of the State | o-qered to be printed 


of Colorado, praying the passage of the bill to enable that State to se- | On a. aE 
. . . . \ 

eure agricultural and other lands; which was referred to the Committee | : 

on the Publie Lands, and ordered to be printed. | _ Mr. CHAPMAN also introduced a bill (H. KR. 7408) for the relief of 

John H. Key; which was read a tirst and second time, referred to the 

Committee on War Claims, and ordered to be printed 


JASPER GUILL. 
Mr. TOWNSHEND, of Dlinois, introduced a bill (H.R. 7396) grant- | 


. . a ° . * ROLLY WEST 
ing a pension to Jasper Guill; which was read a first and second time, 


referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions, and ordered to be | ,, Mt HASELTINE: introduced a bill (H.R. 7409) tor the relief ot 
printed. Rolly West; whith was read a first and second time, referred to the 
MANUFACTURE OF FERMENTED LIQUORS. Committee on Invalid Pensions, and ordered to be printed 
Mr. MORRISON introduced a bill (H. R. 7397) to amend sections ANN E. HAMILTON 
3336 and 3349 of the Revised Statutes, in relation to the manufacture of Mr. BURROWS, of Missouri, introduced a bill (H. It. 7410) for the 
fermented liquors; which was read a first and second time, referred to | relief of Ann E. Hamilton; which was read a first and second time 
the Committee on Ways and Means, and ordered to be printed. | reterred to she Committee on Military Affairs, and ordered to be printed 
AMENDMENT OF PENSION LAWS. AMY STANTON 
mr : 7 we \ » TS T ” e 11 > =, _ oe 
Mr. BROWNE introduced a bill (H. R. 7398) to re-enact certain pro- Mr. ROBESON introduced a bill ( H. R. 7411) tor the relief of Amy 


visions of old pension laws known as military establishment and peace | >@2ton; which was read a first and second time, referred to the Com 
establishment acts, not embraced in the Revised Statutes; which was | BU ttee on Pensions, and ordered to be printed 

read a first and second time, referred to the Select Committee on the | MRS. GEORGE W. DE LONG 

Payment of Pensions, Bounty, and Back Pay, and ordered to be printed. | 

Mr. BROWNE also introduced a bill (H. R. 7399) to amend the act | 
approved June 9, 1880, entitled ‘‘ An act to restore pensions in certain 
cases;’? which was read a first and second time, referred to the Com- eranwkts. ckawaw. 30 
mittee on Invalid Pensions, and ordered to be printed. a ee i tieeny : 

Mr. BROWNE also introduced a bill (H. R. 7400) to amend the pen- |, Mr. FLOWER (by request) introduced a bill (H.R. 7415) for the re 
sion laws and to re-enact certain provisions of laws relating to old wars | lict of ‘Treadwell Seaman, jr.; which was read a first and second time 
which are not embraced in the Revised Statutes; which was read a first | Teferred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions, and ordered to ty 
and second time, referred to the Committee on Pensions, and ordered | Printed. 
to be printed. GUANO ISLANDS 

SOLDIERS’ HOME IN KANSAS. Mr. COX, of New York, introduced a bill( H. RK. 7414) turther to sus 

Mr. HASKELL presented a resolution of the Legislature of the State | Pe? the operation of section 5574 of the Revised Statutes of the United 
of Kansas in favor of the passage of a bill providing for a soldiers’ home, | State 8, title #2, an xeletion to guano islands; which w as ad a first and 
to be located on the Fort Riley military reservation in Kansas; which | S°¢ond time, referred to the Committee on Foreign Afiairs, and ordered 
was referred to the Committee on Military Affairs, and ordered to be | t® be printed. 
printed. DANIEL CONNOR 

ISABELLA BURBANK. Mr. VAN AERNAM introduced a bill (H. KR. 7415) tor the relief of 

Mr. CARLISLE introduced a bill (H. R. 7401) granting a pension | Daniel Connor; which was read a first and second time, referred to the 
to Isabella Burbank; which was read a first and second time, referred | Committee on Claims, and ordered to he printed 
to the Committee on Invalid Pensions, and ordered to be printed. GEORGE M. HAWKINS 


Mr. ROBESON also introduced a bill (H.R. 7412) granting a pension 
to Mrs. George W. De Long; which was read a first and second time, 
referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions, and ordered to be printed 


CALVIN M. SMITH. Mr. BELMONT introduced a bill (H. R. 7416) granting w pension to 
Mr. CALDWELL introduced a bill (H. R. 7402) to place upon the | George M. Hawkins; which was read a first and second time, referred 
pension-roll the name of Calvin M. Smith; which was mead a first and | t® the Committee on Invalid Pensions, and ordered to be printed 


second time, referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions, and ordered IMPORTATION OF WORKS @F ART 
to be printed. Mr. BELMONT also introduced a bill (H. R. 7417) in relation to 
DUTY ON COTTON-TIES. the importation of works of art; which was read a first and second time, 


Mr. BLANCHARD presented a memorial of the Cotton Exchange of | Teferred to the Committee on Ways and Means, and ordered to be 
Shreveport, Louisiana, protesting against the increase of duty on cot- | printed. 
ton-ties; which was referred to the Committee on Way and Means, and IMPROVEMENT OF NAVIGABLE RIVERS 
ordered to be printed. Mr. VANCE presented resolutions of the Legislature of the State of 
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North Carolina, embodying instructions and requests to Senators and 


Representatives in Congress in reference to the improvement of rivers; | 


which was referred to the Committee on Commerce. 
LAND FOR STREET PURPOSES, CLEVELAND, OHIO. 

Mr. TOWNSEND, of Ohio, introduced a bill (H. R. 7418) donating 
to the city of Cleveland, Ohio, a certain tract of land for street and park 
purposes; which was read a first and second time, referred to the Com- 
mittee on Public Buildings and Grounds, and ordered to be printed. 

CHARLES MUNROE, 

Mr. TOWNSEND, of Ohio, also introduced a bill (H. R. 7419) grant- 
ing a pension to Charles Munroe; which was read a first and second 
time, referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions, and ordered to be 
printed 

BOUNTY TO CERTAIN SOLDIERS AND SAILORS. 

Mr. ROBINSON, of Ohio (by request of the Union Veterans’ Union), 
introduced a bill (H. R. 7420) granting a bounty to certain soldiers and 
sailors of the rebellion; which was read a first and second time, referred 
to the Select Committee on the Payment of Pensions, Bounty, and Back 
Pay, and ordered to be printed. 

WILLIAM A. WARD. s 

Mr. COLERICK (by Mr. LEEDoM) introduced a bill (H. R. 7421) in- 
creasing the pension of William A. Ward; which was read a first and 
second time, referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions, and ordered 
to be printed 

CREET H. DOUGHERTY. 

Mr. COLERICK also (by Mr. LEEDOM) introduceda bill (H. R. 7422) 
granting a pension to Creet H. Dougherty; which was read a first and 
second time, referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions, and ordered 
to be printed 

BENJAMIN F. BETHEL. 

Mr. COLERICK also (by Mr. LEEDOM) introduced a bill (H. R. 7423) 
granting a pension to Benjamin F. Bethel; which was read a first and 
second time, referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions, and ordered 
to be printed. 

J. D. WILLIAMSON, 

Mr. COLERICK also (by Mr. LEEDoM) introduced a bill (H. R. 7424) 
granting a pension to J. D. Williamson; which was read a first and 
second time, referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions, and or- 
dered to be printed. 

SILAS B. JOHNSTON. 

Mr. LEEDOM (for Mr. COLERICK) introduced a bill (H. R. 7425) for 
the relief of Silas B. Johnston; which was read a first and second time, 
referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions, and ordered to be printed. 

SUSANNAH HALL. 

Mr. MOREY introduced a bill (H. R. 7426) granting a pension to 
Susannah Hall; which was read a first and second time, referred to the 
Committee on Invalid Pensions, and ordered to be printed. 

LEWIS C. RAUCK. 

Mr. GEDDES introduced a bill (H. R. 7427) granting a pension to 
Lewis C, Rauck; which was read a first and second time, referred to the 
Committee on Invalid Pensions, and ordered to be printed. 

COST OF LIGHTING BEACONS AND BUOYS. 

Mr. O'NEILL submitted the following resolution; which was read, 

and referred to the Committee on Commerce: 


Resolved, That the Secretary of the Treasury be, and he is hereby, requested to 
furnish to the House such information as he may have relative to the cost of in- 
troducing gas for lighting beacons and buoys and the expense of their mainte- 
nance as compared with the system now in use for lighting beacons and screw- 
pile light-houses ; and also to submit such recommendations as he may wish to 
make in reference thereto. 


BENJAMIN YATES. 

Mr. JADWIN introduced a bill (H. R. 7428) for the relief of Benja- 
min Yates; which was read a first and second time, referred to the Com- 
mittee on Invalid Pensions, and ordered to be printed. 

VALINA HUTCHERSON, 

Mr. SPEER introduced a bill (H. R. 7429) for the relief of Valina 
Hutcherson; which was read a first and second time, referred to the 
Committee on Pensions, and ordered to be printed. 

MICHAEL KREIS. 

Mr. SPEER also introduced a bill (H. R. 7430) for the relief of Mi- 
chael Kreis; which was read a first and second time, referred to the 
Committee on War Claims, and ordered to be printed. 

JESSE THOMAS. 

Mr. MOSGROVE introduced a bill (H. R. 7431) granting a pension 
w Jesse Thomas; which was read a first and second time, referred to 
the Committee on Invalid Pensions, and ordered to be printed. 

JOHN G. ORR. 


Mr. MOSGROVE also introduced a bill (H. R. 7432) for the relief of 


John G. Orr; which was read a first and second time, referred to the 
Committee on Invalid Pensions, and ordered to be printed. 


| JOSIAH T. CROUCH. 

Mr. CAMPBELL introduced a bill (H. R. 7433) for the relief of 
Josiah T. Crouch; which was read a first and second time. referred - 
the Committee on Invalid Pensions, and ordered to be printed r 

WILLIAM MILLBUN. 

Mr. CAMPBELL also introduced a bill (H. R. 7434) granting y as 
sion to William Millbun; which was read a first and second time. res a 
to the Committee on Invalid Pensions, and ordered to be printed 

OLD MANSION AT NAVAL ACADEMY, 

Mr. SHALLENBERGER submitted the following resolution: 

was referred to the Committee on Public Buildings and Groungs 


Resolved, That the Secretary of the Navy is hereby requested to infor the 
House, at his earliest convenience, when, by whom, and for what reasons the 
old mansion at the Naval Academy, long used and occupied by the Superinte,. 


ent asa residence, was condemned and torn down and other foundations lad 


for a new building on the same site ; also to state the total estimated cos; of 
new building, if one is proposed, including furniture and fixtures, and to spe if 
the itemsof appropriations under which expenditures therefor have been yaa. 
and estimates submitted to Congress. te 
MARY LEWIs. 

Mr. WALKER (by request) introduced a bill (H. R. 7435) granting 
a pension to Mary Lewis; which was read a first and second time. p. 
ferred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions, and ordered to be print 

RILEY 8 DEXTER, 

Mr. WALKER also (by request) introduced a bill (H. R. 7436) go, 
the relief of Riley 8. Dexter; which was read a first and second tiny 
referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions, and ordered to }y. 
printed. 


Which 


| 
ed 


BOUNTY LANDS. 

Mr. JOYCE introduced a bill (H. R. 7437) toamend chapter 10, Tit) 
XXXII, Bounty Lands, Revised Statutes of the United States; whic) 
was read a first and second time, referred to the Select Committee on the 
Payment of Pensions, Bounty, and Back Pay, and ordered to be printed 

IMMIGRATION. 

Mr. GUENTHER introduced a joint resolution (H. Res. 326) provid 
ing for a commission and joint commission on immigration; which was 
read a first and second time, referred to the Committee on Commerce 
and ordered to be printed. 

Mr. GUENTHER also introduced a bill (H. R. 7438) to amend an 
act entitled ‘‘An act to regulate immigration,’’ approved August 
1882; which was read a first and second time, referred to the Commit 
tee on Commerce, and ordered to be printed. 

SUFFERERS BY FLOODS IN GERMANY. 

Mr. DEUSTER introduced a joint resolution (H. Res. 327) tor the 
relief of the sufferers by the late disastrous floods in the valley of th: 
Rhine, Germany; which was read a first and second time, referred to 
the Committee on Agriculture, and ordered to be printed. 

YELLOWSTONE PARK. 

Mr. DEUSTER also introduced a bill (H. R. 7439) to amend sections 
2474 and 2475of the Revised Statutes of the United States, setting apart 
a certain tract of land lying near the headwaters of the Yellowstone 
River as a public park; which was read a first and second time, referred 
to the Committee on the Public Lands, and ordered to be printed 


APACHE INDIANS IN ARIZONA. 


Mr. OURY presented a memorial of the Territorial Legislature ot 
Arizona in reference to Indian affairs; which was referred to the Com 
mittee on Indian Affairs. 

Some time subsequently, 

Mr. OURY asked and obtained unanimous consent that the memo 
rial presented by him in relation to Indian affairs be printed in the 
RECORD. 

The memorial is as follows: 


To the Senate and House of Representatives 
of the United States of America in Congress assembled. 

Your memorialists, the Twelfth Legislative Assembly of the Territory of An- 
zona, leave to represent to your honorable bodies: From time immemorial 
the A e Indians, an aboriginal tribe, inhabiting the country between the Rio 
Grandeand the Gulf of California, have been a curse to civilization and a plague 
spot on the continent. 

Since the first efforts of the Spaniards to colonize and to Christianize this coun 
try, more than three centuries ago,these savages have retarded progress and part 
alyzed prosperity in a portion of the grandest and richest part of the globe 

After the Mexican revolution the Apache impinged upon that weak and strug 
gling government to the extent of devastating and comparatively depopulating 
the northwest provinces, 

Since the acquisition of this country by the United States the depredationso! 
these Bedouins of America have been continued with undiminished fury. For 
these Indians have been ted vast reservations, unwieldy in size and alte 
gether unadapted to the purposes had in view by the Government ly such 
segregations princely extents of rich mineral, agricultural, and grazing lands 
have been withdrawn from development, and millions of acres of producti: 
country rendered of no use, save to serve as the lurking places for an impla‘ able 
foe. The cringing solicitude with which the demands of the semi-be!ligeren! 
and belligerent Indians have been complied with, and the manner with whieh 
they have been supplied with necessaries, and even luxuries of life, has no! 
inspited the Indians with gratitude but has given them a contempt for our Go\ 
ernment, and imbued them with the idea that their Great Father at Wash 


ington is only the timorous keeper of a great free hotel, where they are ente! 
tained gratuitously through fear of theiranger. They call the reservation agen 
“squaws,” and despise our people with more than a Mongolian insolence of re 
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srejudice. To their brutalized minds kindness appears to be a confession of 
eakness, and forbearance seems evidence of fear. They have so often set at 
detiance the attemp' of our soldiery to dislodge them from their mountain fast- 
nesses that they believe themselves well able to cope with American troops when- 
evera favorable time may arrive. Not only are they ignorant as to our national 
strength, but statements of our number as a people are derided by them as 
* forked-tongued,” to use for once a part of the figurative twaddle with which 
the novelists have so completely deceived the American public as to the real 
characteristics of these beastly monsters. 

The nature of the Apache can not be comprehended by a knowledge however 
intimate of the habits of other Indians. They are the most treacherous and 
cruel creatures that disgrace the earth. Murder is, with them, a trade; torture 
a fine art; outrage, mutilation, and burning at the stake, a delight. His career 
of bloodshed has been the same forages. The killing of some of the braves in 
the wars, instead of intimidating the remainder, has only fired anew their un- 
forgiving hearts. They implicitly believe that some day they will crush out 
American civilization, even, as tradition tells them, their ancestors obliterated 
the civilization of that extinct race whose ruined cities in every part of this Ter- 
ritory delight the antiquary and puzzle the historian. Their presence in Ari- 
zona is a continual menace to our welfare. Their present deceitful calm reas- 
sures no one; it is but ‘the torrent’s smoothness ere it dash below.’’ The pres- 
ence here of the efficient Indian fighter, General George Crook, does not remove 
ourapprebhensions. The people know, by woeful and repeated experiences, that 
no outbreak, however vigorously resisted, can be put down without long delay 
and great loss of lives and property on the part of the Government of the United 
States, and, still worse,on the partof non-combatant citizens. These particular 
difficulties are more the fault of our Government at Washington than the fault 


of our soldiers, for the special obstacles arise as much from the mountainous | 


nature of the countries in which the Indians are allowed to remain as from the 
nature of thesavages. The Apacheis nocontemptible foe. In point of intellect, 
in cunning and duplicity, in warlike skill and untiring energy, in tenacity of 
purpose and wonderful powers of endurance, the Apache has no equals among 
the war-like tribes of North America. His daily thought and nightly dream is 
destruction. His traditional hatred toward all the peaceful and industrious 
tribes isirreconcilable. There is not a grown Apache male in this Territory who 
does not, in his secret heart, thirst for American blood. He is the veritable Ish- 
maelite, whose hand is against every man, and that hand will continue to be 
stained with American blood as long as he knows that his record of villainy is 
the open sesame by which he can command the distinguished consideration 
which he now receives. 

This treatment of the Apaches is not understood by the peaceful and industri- 
ous tribes, and they are demoralized and tempted to depart from their good be- 
havior by the reflection that they are comparatively neglected, while the mur- 
derous fiends are so assiduously conciliated. 

Ifan American sailor is murdered on some remote shore, we send a costly ex- 
pedition to demand satisfaction and to prevent a repetition of the crime, but the 
depredations and murders that have, during the past twenty years, character- 
ized the diabolism ofthe Apaches have been in many cases slightly considered, 
and, in more cases, ignored with an indifference worthy of the stoicism of the 
Indian himself, 

In addition to our local grievances, it is a source of international disgrace and 
shame that these nomadic savages should be maintained here to commit depre- 


dations upon the adjoining Republic of Mexico, thereby provoking retaliation | 


and to a considerable extent interfering withthe welfare of the northern tier of 
states of our sister republic. 

The people have, in their desperation, often fitted out expeditions of hardy and 
experienced frontiersmen to suppress Indian insurrections, and such volunteer 
troops have often passed through hundreds of miles ofcountry, rife with savage 
outrage, without seeing an Indian, in such a way do they take advantage of 
the facilities for hiding afforded by mountainous country. 

The on!y solution of the problem is the removal of the Apaches to a prairie or 
level country, where they can be easily guarded and forced totake up agricult- 
ural pursuits until, by such a life, and by communicating to them the rudiments 
of education, succeeding generations shall have lost the instinct as well as the 
power to follow in the footsteps of their sanguinary ancestors 

Such a mode of disposing of the Indians would be as much a benefaction to 
them asto ourselves, It is not visiting upon them the heavy hand of retribution 
for their atrocities, but is the only possible way of ever making them other than 
a millstone around the neck of the nation. It is the course which has brought 
totheir present condition the Canadian and other, at present, semi-civilized tribes 
of this continent. 


The vacillating policy, the creation of reservations in mountainous countries, | 


the treaties, presents, and general whangdoodleism of our Indian Department 
are as cruel to the savages in the ultimate resultas to us. How severe the pres- 
ent régime upon us is shown by the fact that with a climate superior to that of 
— of the most populous and prosperous portions of the East, a soil of sur- 
passing fertility, and a wealth of mineral resources exceeding any other known 
to history, Arizona is to-day, save in a limited number of protected and settled 
localities, a virgin and undeveloped land; the present visible wealth of the Ter- 
ritory being a mere bagatelle as compared with its possibilities under more 
favorable auspices. 

In the administration of Indian affairs extravagant sums of money have been 
drawn from the national Treasury for the ostensible purpose of improving the 
condition of these Indians, but up to this time without any perceptible advan- 
“_ to the intended beneficiaries. 


hat your memorialists believe that the extraordinary success which has dis- | 


tinguished the military campaigns of General George Crook against the savages 
n due to his employment of other savages to follow them into the moun- 
tain retreats in their own fashion of warfare. Your memorialistsare aware that 


thetribal hostilities existing among the different clans will always prevent their | 


confederating together against the whites and that they will, by being placed in 
the same region of country with other hostiles, be the most efficient check and 
guard, the one upon the other. 

It appears to your memorialists but just and right that a long-suffering people 
should be relieved of this perpetual incubus by the removal of the Apache and 
other belligerent Indians from our boundaries into some level country where 
they can be managed successfully, and where the expenses will be somewhat 
less fabulous than as at present. 

Wherefore your memorialists humbly pray that measures may be taken to re- 
move the hostile Indians from the Territory of Arizona; that the costly system 
of Arizona Indian reservations, with its attendant temptations to peculation, 
may be terminated, and that the lands included in the reservations may be rele- 

to the uses of the citizens of the United States. 


SCHOOL OF FORESTRY. v 

Mr. PETTIGREW introduced a bill (H. R. 7440) to grant lands to 
the Territory of Dakota for the purpose of establishing a school of for- 
estry; which was read a first and second time, referred to the Committee 
on Public Lands, and ordered to be printed. 

GEORGE F. BROTT. 

Mr. PETTIGREW also introduced a bill (H. R. 7441) to authorize 

the Quartermaster-General to investigate the claim of George F. Brott 
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for logs used in the construction of Fort Abercrombie, and to pay tor 
said logs; which was read a first and second time, referred to the Com 
mittee on Military Affairs, and ordered to be printed 

Rk. B. HIGBER. 
| Mr. LUNA introduced a bill (H. R. 7442) for the relief of R. B. Hig 
bee; which was read a first and second time, referred to the Committee 
on Claims, and ordered to be printed 


ORGANIC ACT OF NEW MEXICO. 
Mr. LUNA also introduced a bill (H. R. 7443) to amend section 10 
of the organic act of the Territory of New Mexico, entitled ‘‘An aet 
| proposing to the State of Texas the establishing of her northern and 
western boundaries, the relinquishment by the said State of all ter 
ritory claimed by her exterior to said boundaries and of all her claims 
| upon the United States, and to establish 2 Territorial government for 
New Mexico,”’ approved September 9, 1850; which was read a first and 
| second time, referred to the Committee on Territories; and ordered to be 
printed. 
STEAM-RAILROADS IN THE DISTRICT 
Mr. URNER (by request) introduced a bill (H. R. 7444) to prevent 
| unauthorized persons trom riding on engines or cars of steam-railroads 
in the District of Columbia; which was read a tirst and second time. 
referred to the Committee on the District of Columbia 
| be printed. 


nd ordered to 


RICHARD H. BRYARL\ 

Mr. HOGE introduced a bill (H. R. 7445) tor the reliet of the per 
sonal representatives of Richard H. Bryarly; which was read a tirstand 
second time, referred to the Committee on War Claims, and ordered to 
be printed 

DAVID SEIBER1 

Mr. HOGE also introduced a bill (H. R. 7446) tor the reliet of David 
Seibert; which was read a first and second time, referred to the Com 
mittee on War Claims, and ordered to be printed 


NATHAN D. PAYNE 


Mr. HOGE also introduced a bill (If. R. 7447) tor the reliet of the 
personal representatives of Nathan D. Payne, deceased; which was read 
a first and second time, referred to the Committee on War Claims, and 


ordered to be printed 
SARAH MAYNARI) 

Mr. WHITE introduced a bill (H. R. 7448) granting a pension to 
Sarah Maynard; which was read a first and second time, referred to the 
Committee on Invalid Pensions, and ordered to be printed 

CHAIRS AND DESKS IN HALL OF REPRESENTATI\ 

Mr. WHITE also submitted the following resolution 

Resolved, That the Clerk of the House be, and is he reby, directed lore 
the convening of Congress in December, 1883,) to remove the desks and chairs 
now in use in this Hall of Representatives, and substitute therefor the same 
chairs, or those of a more convenient style and pattern, if such can be obtained 
attached to the right arm of which shall be a rest or table on which to write, 
with a small drawer or receptacle underneath for holding writing materials 
such chairs to be placed in their present circular form, maintaining the space 
| now existing in front of the Speaker's table; the present desks, or in lieu of 
them, counting-house or library table, containing drawers, and presenting writ 
ing spaces sufficient to accommodate the Representatives and Delegates elect 
to the Forty-eighth Congress, so that each person may have adrawer and space 
for his exclusive use, the desks or tables to be placed in the open space behind 
| the chairs, and separated therefrom in the most convenient manner 


The SPEAKER 

| on Rules. 

Mr. WHITE 
committee ? 
| The SPEAKER. The whole subject, on the motion of the gentleman 
| from Illinois [Mr. SPRINGER], was referred a few days ago to the Com 
| mittee on Rules. 
| Mr. WHITE. Very well; let it go there 

The resolution was accordingly referred to the Committee ou the 
Rules. 


| 
| 
| 


The resolution will be referred to the Committee 


Has not that whole matter been reterred to a select 


WILLIAM BUCKNER 
Mr. PHISTER (by request) introduced a bill (H. R. 7449) tor the re 
| liefof William Buckner; which was read atirst and second time, referred 
| to the Committee on Invalid Pensions, andordered to be printed 
JAMES M’NEFI 

Mr. SINGLETON, of Illinois, introduced a bill (H. R. 7450) tor the 
| relief of James McNeff; which was read a first and second time, referred 
| to the Committee on Invalid Pensions, and ordered to be printed 


| 


CHARLES D. WHITNEY 
Mr. SINGLETON, of Illinois, also introduced a bill (H. R. 7451) for 
the relief of Charles D. Whitney; which was read a first and second 
time, referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions, and ordered to be 
printed 


CHARLES ¢ WHITESIDI 


Mr. SINGLETON, of Illinois, also introduced a bill (H. R. 7452) 
| for the relief of Charles C. Whiteside; which was read a first and see 
ond time, referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions, and ordered 
to be printed 
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LLOYD THOMAS. 

Mr. FORD introduced a bill (H. R. 7453) granting a pension to Lloyd 
Thomas: which was read a first and second time, referred to the Com- 
mittee on Invalid Pensions, and ordered to be printed. 

KINSEY B. CECIL. 

Mr. FORD also introduced a bill (H. R. 7454) to confirm the title to 
certain lands in Platte County, Missouri, and authorize patents to be 
issued therefor to Kinsey B. Cecil; which was read a first and second 
time. referred to the Committee on Private Land Claims, and ordered 
to be printed 

JAMES D. WITTEN. 

Mr. FORD also introduced a bill (H. R. 7455) granting a pension to 
James D. Witten; which was read a first and second time, referred to 
the Committee on Invalid Pensions, and ordered to be printed. 

JOSEPH M. DENNIS. 

Mr. MURCH (by request) introduced a bill (H. R. 7456) granting a 
pension to Joseph M. Dennis; which was read a first and second time, 
referred to the Committee on Pensions, and ordered to be printed. 

MARY E. CHUMLY. 

Mr. SPEER introduced a bill (IH. R. 7457) for the relief of Mary E. 
Chumly; which was read a first and second time, referred to the Commit- 
tee on Invalid Pensions, and ordered to be printed. 

THOMAS BOAS. 

Mr. HAMMOND, of New York, introduced a bill (H. R. 7458) for 
the relief of Thomas Boas; which was read a first and second time, referred 
to the Committee on Invalid Pensions, and ordered to be printed. 

GEORGE N. BARBER. 

Mr. HARDY introduced a bill (H. R. 7459) for the relief of the widow 
and children of George N. Barber; which was read a first and second 
time, referred tothe Committee on Invalid Pensions, and ordered to be 
printed. 

MARY E. HILL. 

Mr. PRESCOTT introduced a bill (H. R. 7460) granting a pension to 
Mary E. Hill; which was read a first and second time, referred to the 
Committee on Invalid Pensions, and ordered to be printed. 

ORDER OF BUSINESS. 

The SPEAKER. Thecall of States and Territories for the introduc- 

tion of bills and joint resolutions is now concluded. 


MISSISSIPPI ELECTION CONTEST——-BUCHANAN Vs. MANNING. 


Mr. THOMPSON, of Iowa, presented a report from the Committee on 
Elections on the contested-election case of Buchanan vs. Manning, from 
the second Congressional district of Mississippi. 

The SPEAKER. The Clerk will read the resolutions appended to 
the report. 

The Clerk read as follows: 

Resolved, That George M. Buchanan is not entitled to a seat in the Forty- 
seventh Congress. 

Resolved, That Van H, Manning is not entitled to a seat in the Forty-seventh 
Congress from the second Congressional district of Mississippi. 


The SPEAKER. 
lie over. 

Mr. CALKINS. Before that order is made, I desire to say that the 
committee when it passed upon this case was not full, so that what ap- 
pears to be the majority report becomes the minority report, the ma- 
jority of the committee having signed another report which I now send 
to the desk. [| will make this point when the case is called up. I ask 
that the two reports be printed together. 


The resolution appended to the report submitted by Mr. CALKINS 
was read, as follows: 


‘ 
This report will be ordered to be printed and will 


Resolved, That the contestant have leave to withdraw his papers without 
prejudice. 


The SPEAKER. Both these documents will be ordered to be printed 
and will lie over. 
TARIFF ON SUGAR. 

Mr. THOMPSON, of Kentucky, by unanimous consent, presented a 
joint resolution (H. Res. 328) to simplify and reduce the tariff on sugar; 
which was read a first and second time, referred to the Committee on 
Ways and Means, and ordered to be printed. 

Mr. KING. I ask unanimous consent that this resolution be read 
and printed in the RECORD. 

HAWAIIAN TREATY. 

Mr. BELMONT. I ask unanimous consent at this time to present 
the views of a minority of the Committee on Foreign Affairs on the 
subject of the Hawaiian treaty. 

Mr. KING addressed the Chair. 

The SPEAKER. Fot what purpose does the gentleman from Louisi- 
ana rise ? 

Mr. KING. I rose in ample time to make a roquest of the Chair, 
but the Chair took no notice of me. 

The SPEAKER. What is the parliamentary inquiry ? 

Mr. KING. The gentleman from Kentucky presented a resolution a 





moment since, when I at once rose and moved that it be read 
serted in the REcorD. 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman did not so state to the Chair. 

Mr. KING. I did. 

TheSPEAKER. It would not be in order if the gentleman had 
done so. 

Mr. KING. Iam entitled to have it read, and I make the point of 
order that I made the request in time. 

The SPEAKER. For what purpose does the gentleman from Ney 
York rise? 

Mr. BELMONT. I rise to present the views of a minority on the 
subject of the Hawaiian treaty. 

Mr. BLOUNT. Permitme to say that my friend unintentionally doc. 
me injustice in that connection. I wish to say that I have not seen his 
report, but as I understand it he and I differ materially in reference ¢, 
the matter. My own individual views have been in favor of the entirs 
abolition of the treaty, and I do not understand that my friend takes 
that view of the subject. 

The SPEAKER. That is a question to be settled between the gop. 
tlemen themselves. 

Mr. BLOUNT. But I do not wish this report to appear as the » 
nority report of the committee. ' 

The SPEAKER. If gentlemen have personal differences they co 
settle it themselves. 

Mr. BLOUNT. But this is not a matter of personal difference. |; 
is more than that. I say I do not want it to go to the country that | 
am giving my concurrence to either the majority report or what m) 
friend now claims to present as the minority report. , 

Mr. BELMONT. Let me say, Mr. Speaker, in justice to the gent 
man from Georgia, that this report embodies my own individual views 
upon this question, and I present it simply as 2 minority report embod) 
ing those views. 

The SPEAKER. The views of the minority will be printed wit! 
the report of the majority. 

Mr. BLOUNT. I do not want the matter to be misunderstood. \y 
friend does not claim, as I understand, that he presents any other views 
than his own. 

TheSPEAKER. Certainly those would be the views of the minority 

Mr. BLOUNT. But there may be several minority reports. | do 
not want it to be understood as a report embodying the views of all ot 
those who dissent from the majority report. I donot want to be under- 
stood as favoring it. 

Mr. BELMONT. I amaware of the fact, Mr. Speaker, that the gen 
tleman from Georgia differs with me in that matter. As I have said, 
I present simply my own views as a member of the minority of th 
committee. 


and in 


ORDER OF BUSINESS. 

Mr. RANDALL. I demand the regular order. 

Mr. KING. Irise toa point of order. I asked when the gentleman 
from Kentucky offered his resolution in reference to sugar that it should 
be read and printed in the Recorp. I now make that request 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman is too late. 

Mr. KING. Iwas in time and made the request when the resolu- 
tion was first presented. Another matter came immediately before the 
House, but I demanded the reading of this resolution and its printing 
as soon as it was presented, but I could not get the ear of the Speake: 
at that time. 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman from Louisiana was not recognized 
for that purpose and it would not have been in order to make the rm 
quest under that call. 

Mr. KING. It would not have been in order to have had it read’ 

Several members demanded the regular order. 

The SPEAKER. The regular order is the morning hour for the cal! 
of committees for reports. 


FREEDMENS’ SAVINGS COMPANY. 
Mr. SPEER, from the Committee on Ways and Means, reported back 


the bill (H. R. 6204) to reimburse the depositors of the Freedman’s 
Savings and Trust Company for losses incurred by the failure of said 


company. 

The SPEAKER. The bill will be referred to the Private Calen- 
dar—— 

Mr. SPEER. The report accompanying that bill recommends tht 
the Committee on Ways and Means be discharged from its further con- 
sideration and that the same be referred to the Committee on Appro- 
priations. 

The SPEAKER. The change of reference will be made according!) 

Mr. LYNCH. I object. I ask that it be referred to the Committ 
on Education and Labor instead of Appropriations. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair thinks it proper that it should be re- 
ferred to the Committee on Appropriations. 

Mr. LYNCH. This isa matter that the Committee on Education 
and Labor have cognizance of, and I hope it will be referred to that 
committee. 


The SPEAKER. The Chair thinks it would have to go to the Com- 


mittee on Appropriations unless there is a motion to the contrary. 











1883. 
Mr. LYNCH. ThenI make that motion. I move its reference to the 
Committee on Education and Labor. 

The House divided; and there were—ayes 7, noes 39. 

So (no further count being demanded) the motion was not agreed to. 

The bill was then referred to the Committee on Appropriations. 

CONSTRUCTION OF BRIDGES. 

Mr. WASHBURN, from the Committee on Commerce, reported, as a 
substitute for H. R. 7322, a bill (H. R. 7461) to authorize the construc- 
tion of certain bridges and to establish them as post-roads; which was 
read a first and second time, referred to the House Calendar, and ordered 
to be printed. 


ee 


TREATY WITH GERMAN EMPIRE. 
Mr. DEUSTER, from the Committee on Foreign Affairs, reported, as 
a substitute for H. Res. 106, a joint resolution (H. Res. 329) providing 
for a treaty with the German Empire; which was read a first and sec- | 
ond time, referred to the House Calendar, and ordered to be printed 
ADDITIONAL LAND DISTRICTS IN DAKOTA. | 


Mr. STRAIT, from the Committee on the Public Lands, reported, | 
as a substitute for H. R. 7043, a bill (H. R. 7462) to create three addi- | 
tional land districts in the Territory of Dakota; which was read a first 
and second time. 

The SPEAKER. Does this bill provide for additional officers ? 

Mr. STRAIT. Yes, sir. 

The bill was referred to the Committee of the Whole House on the 
state of the Union, and ordered to be printed. | 

MENOMONEE INDIANS IN WISCONSIN. ’ 

Mr. DEERING, from the Committee on Indian Affairs, reported back | 
with a favorable recommendation the bill (H. R. 7136) to authorize the | 
sale of timber on certain lands reserved for the use of the Menomonee 
tribe of Indians in the State of Wisconsin; which was referred to the 
Committee of the Whole House on the state of the Union. 


LOUISA BODDY. 


Mr. DEERING also, trom the Committee on Indian Affairs, reported 
back with a favorable recommendation the bill (H. R. 5131) for the re- 
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| back with a favorable recommendation the bill (H. R. 7066) tor the re 


lief of Mary G. Hawk: which was referred to the Committee of th« 
Whole House on the Private Calendar 
MARIA SALTSMAN 

Mr. DAWES, trom the Committee on Invalid Pensions, reported back 
the bill (H. R. 5039) for the relief of Maria Saltsman, and moved that 
the committee be discharged trom the further consideration of the same 
and that it be referred to the Committee on Military Aftairs 

The motion was agreed to 

ELLEN MILLER 

Mr. FULKERSON, im the Committee on Pensions, reported back 
with an adverse recommendation th petition of Mrs. Ellen Miller tor 
arrears of pension; which was laid on the tabl 


and the aecompanyving 
report ordered to be printed 


ORPHAN ASYLUM, NATCHEZ, MISSISSIPPI 

Mr. WISE, of Virginia, from the Committee on War ( laims, reported 
back with a favorable recommendation the bill (S. 1939) for the reliet 
of the Protestant Orphan Asylum of Natchez, Mississippi; which was 
referred to the Committee of the Whole House on the Private Calendar 

MELISSA G. POLAR 

Mr. URNER, trom the Committee on the District of Columbia. r 
ported back with a favorable recommendation the bill (1H. R. 70ST) fi 
the relief of Melissa G. Polar; which was referred to the Committee ot 
the Whole House on the Private Calendar 

SARAH A. REDMOND 

Mr. URNER also, trom the Committee on the District of C+ 
reported back with a favorable recommendation the bill (I. R. 685s 
for the relief of Sarah A. Redmond; which was reterred to the Com 
tee of the Whole House on the Private Calendar 

W. B. WEBB AND OTHERS 

Mr. URNER also, from the Committee on the District of Columbia, 
reported a bill (IL. R. 7464) to authorize W. B. Webb and Henry kh 
Elliott, trustees, to institute legal proceedings to determine the title of 
certain real estate in the District of Columbia; which was read a first 





lief of Louisa Boddy; which was referred tothe Committee of the Whole 
House on the Private Calendar. 
LANDS IN SEVERALTY AMONG INDIAN TRIBES. 


Mr. HOOKER. Iam instructed by the Committee on Indian Affairs 
to report the resolution which I send to the desk 

The Clerk read as follows: 

Resolved, That the memorial of the Creek Indians on the subject of the alot- 
ment of lands in severalty among the several Indian tribes, with the appendices 
thereto attached, consisting of abstracts from the report of the Secretary of the 


Interior and the Commissioner of Indian Affairs and reports of former commit- 
tees, be printed. 


The resolution and accompanying memorial were referred to the Com- 
. cn] 


mittee on Printing. 
JOHN NORMAN FILLMORE ET AL. 

Mr. DE MOTTE, from the Committee on Public Buildings and 
Grounds, reported back with a favorable recommendation the bill (H. R. 
6958) for the relief of John Norman Fillmore and John Septa Fillmore, 
heirs of John 8. Fillmore, deceased, and Max Howard Kershow and Carl- 
ton Montgomery Kershow, heirs of Jere Kershow, deceased; which was 
referred to the Committee of the Whole House on the Private Calendar 

BRIGHTWELL DOCK PROPERTY, CHICAGO. 

Mr. DE MOTTE also, from the Committee on Public Buildings and 
Grounds, reported back Executive Document No. 14, the same being a 
letter from Hon. Charles J. Folger, Secretary of the Treasury, to Hon. J. 


WARREN KEIFER, Speaker of the House, submitting the reports of the | 
majority and minority of a commission appointed with reference to the | 


disposition of the Brightwell dock property belonging to the United 
States in the city of Chicago, with the recommendation that the Bright- 
well dock property be not sold; and moved that the papers be laid on 
the table and that the report be printed. 

Mr. DAVIS, of Illinois. I ask that the report be placed on the Cal- 
endar. 

It was so ordered. 
PURCHASE OF PROPERTY IN WASHINGTON, DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA. 
_ Mr. SINGLETON, of Illinois, from the Committee on Publie Build- 
ings and Grounds, reported a bill (H. R. 7463) to authorize the Secre- 
tary of the Interior to purchase certain property in the city of Wash- 
ington, District of Columbia; which was read a first and second time, 
referred to the Committee of the Whole House on the state of the Union. 
and ordered to be printed. 

CLINTON D. SMITH. 
Mr. BROWNE, from the Committee on Invalid Pensions, reported 


and second time, referred to the Committee of the Whole House on the 
Private Calendar, and ordered to be printed 
} MORTGAGES ON PERSONAL POPERTY, ET‘ IN THE DISTRICI 
Mr. NEAL, from the Committee on the District of Columbia, reported 

back with a favorable recommendation the bill (IL. Rt. 7183) authoriz 
| ing the execution of bills of sales and mortgages on personal property 
in the District of Columbia: which was placed on the Hlouse Calendan 
and the accompanying report ordered to be printed 





R. B. CLARKI AND §S Tl. BOWEN 
Mr. BOWMAN, from the Committee on Claims, reported, as a sub 
stitute for H. R. 4548, a bill (H. R. 7465) for the relief of Reuben B 
Clarke and Sayles J. Bowen; which was read a first and second time, 
referred to the Committee of the Whole on the Private Calendar, and, 
| with the accompanying report, ordered to be printed 
LICENSED LIQUOR SALOO® IN THE DISTRICT 
Mr. JOYCE, from the Select Committee on the Alcoholic Liquor Tratli 
reported back with a favorable recommendation the bill (HL. R. 7073 
limiting the number of licensed liquor saloons in the District of Colum 
bia; which was placed on the House Calenda 
report ordered to be printe al 
PENSION LAWS 


und the accompanvil 


Mr. LINDSEY, trom the Select Committee on the Payment ot Per 

| sions, Bounty, and Back Pay, reported back with a favorable recon 
mendation the bill (H. R. 7099) to amend the pension laws, and for othe: 

| purposes; which was referred to the Committee of the Whole on the 
| state of the Union, and the accompanying report ordered to be printed 


ADDITIONAL ACCOMMODATIONS FOR CONGRESSIONAL LIBRARY 
Mr. RICE, of Massachusetts, from the Select Committee on Add 
| tional Accommodations for the Congressional Library, reported back 
with amendments the bill (H. R. 3843) authorizing the construction ot 
a building for the accommodation of the Congressional Library: which 
were ordered to be printed 
HENRY B. SEELY 

Mr. TALBOTT, from the Committee on Naval Affairs, reported back 
with a favorable recommendation the bill (H. R. 4355) tor the reliet ot 
Henry B. Seely: which was referred to the Committee of the Whole on 
the Private Calendar, and the accompanying report ordered to be 
printed. 

OFFICERS AND MEN OF THE UNITED STATES STEAMER RODGERS 


Mr. HARRIS, of Massachusetts. by unanimous consent, introduced ; 


back with a favorable recommendation the bill (H. R. 6946) for the re- | bill (H. R. 7466) tor the relief of the officers and men of the United 


lief of Clinton D. Smith; which was referred to the Committee of the 
Whole House on the Private Calendar. 
MARY G. HAWK. 
Mr. CULLEN, from the Committee on Invalid Pensions. reported 


States steamer Rodgers: which was read a first and second time, re 
7 


ferred to the Committee on Naval Affairs, and ordered to be printed 


COURT OF CLAIMS 


Mr. DAVIS, of Ilinois (by request), introduced a bill (H.R. 7467) to 


on cece nce % 
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authorize the Court of Claims to hear and determine certain claims; 
which was read a first and second time, referred to the Committee on 
the Judiciary, and ordered to be printed. 


JAMES M’GONNELL. 


Mr. SHULTZ, by unanimous consent, introduced a bill (H. R. 7468) 
granting a pension to James MeGonnell; which was read a first and 
second time, referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions, and ordered 
to be print d 

RUHANNA NELSON. 


Mr. BURROWS, of Missouri, from the Committee on Invalid Pen- 
sions, reported back with a favorable recommendation the bill (H. R. 
1550) granting a pension to Ruhanna Nelson; which was referred to the 
Committee of the Whole on the Private Calendar, and ordered to be 
printed 


ELIZABETH M. LEWIS. 


Mr. BURROWS, of Missouri, from the same committee, reported ad- 
versely the bill (H. R. 4822) granting a pension to Mrs. Elizabeth M. 
Lewis; which was laid on the table, and the accompanying report 
ordered to be printed, 


FREEDMAN’S SAVINGS AND TRUST COMPANY. 


Mr. LYNCH. IL ask to have entered on the Journal a motion to re- 
consider the vote by which the House referred to the Committee on 
Appropriations the bill (H. R. 6204) to reimburse the depositors of the 
Freedman’s Savings and Trust Company for losses incurred by the fail- 
ure of said company. 

The SPEAKER. The motion will be entered. 


ASA O. GALLOP. 


Mr. UPDEGRAFF, from the Committee on War Claims, reported 
back, as a substitute for H. R. 1160, a bill (H. R. 7469) for the relief of 
the heirs of Asa O. Gallop; which was referred to the Committee of the 
Whole on the Private Calendar, and the accompanying report ordered to 
be printed 

ORDER OF BUSINESS 
The SPEAKER. The call of committees for reports has been con- 
cluded. 

Mr. KELLEY. I now move to go into Committee of the Whole. 

Mr. REAGAN. Task the gentleman to allow me to call up a reso- 
lution of the Senate. 

Mr. KELLEY. I think I mustinsist upon the motion that the House 
now resolve itself into Committee of the Whole on thestate of the Union 
for the further consideration of the tariff bill. 

The motion was agreed to. 

The House accordingly resolved itself into Committee of the Whole 
on the State of the Union, Mr. BuRRows, of Michigan, in the chair. 
TARIFF. 

The CHAIRMAN. The House is now in committee of the Whole 
for the further consideration of the bill (H. R. 7313) to impose duties 
on foreign imports and for other purposes. At the close of the general 
debate on Saturday last the Clerk began the reading of the bill by para- 
graphs and sections foramendment; but before concluding the first para- 
graph a motion was made that the committee rise, which was agreed to. 
The Clerk will now begin the reading of the bill by sections and para- 
graphs for amendment. 

The Clerk read as follows: 


Be it enacted, &e., That from and after the Ist day of July, 1883, the following 
sections shall constitute Title XX XIII of the Revised Statutes of the United States: 


TITLE XXXIil. 
Duties upon imports : 

Seo, 2491. All persons are prohibited from importing into the United States, 
from any foreign country, any obscene book, aphiet, paper, writing, advertise- 
ment, circular, print, picture, drawing, or clhar supectenintion, figure, or image 
on or of paper or other material, or any cast, instrument, or other article of an 
immoral nature, or any drug or medicine, or any article whatever, for the pre- 
vention of conception, or for causing unlawful abortion. No invoice or package 
whatever, or any part of one, in which any such articles are contained shall be 
admitted to entry; and all invoices and packages whereof any such articles shall 
compose a part are liable to be proceeded against, seized, and forfeited by due 
course of law. All such prohibited articles in the course of importation shall be 
detained by the officer of customs. and proceedings taken against the same as 
prescribed in the following section: Provided, That the drugs hereinbefore men- 
tioned, when imported in bulk and not put up for any of the purposes herein- 
before specified, are excepted from the operation of this jon. 

Sec. 2492. Whoever, being an officer, agent, or employé of the Government of 
the United States, shall knowingly aid or abet any person engaged in any viola- 
tion of any of the provisions of law prohibiting importing, advertising, dealing 
in, exhibiting, or sending or receiving by mail obscene or indecent publications 
or representations, or means for preventing conception or procuring abortion, 
or other articles of indecent or immoral use or tendency, shall be deemed guilty 
of a misdemeanor, and shall for every offense be punishable by a fine of not less 
than one hundred dollars and not more than five thousand, or by imprisonment 
at hard labor for not less than one year, nor more than ten, or both. 


Mr. KELLEY. It is proper Ishould say that this is a new section 
prepared for the purpose of enforcing the very proper section which pre- 
cedes it, and which was read without objection. 

Mr. CARLISLE. The gentleman from Pennsylvania is mistaken. 
This is not a new section. It is precisely the same language as section 
1785 of the Revised Statutes. 


Mr. KELLEY. It is a new section in our tariff laws. It is a part of 








the existing law which has been transferred to this bill fron, 
title. 

The Clerk read as follows: 

Suc. 2495. The President of the United States, whenever in his judgu.., 
importation of neat cattle and the hidesof neat cattle may be made withou,). 
ger of the introduction or spread of contagious or infectious disease ay)... 
cattle of the United States, may, by proclamation, declare the provision..." 
preceding section to be inoperative, and the same shall be afterward inonon. 
and of no effect from and after thirty days from the date of said proolay,...| 

Mr. HEWITT, of Alabama. I move to amend by striking oy; , 
section. I think it is wholly superfluous. The power of Suspensi 
is already conferred upon the Secretary of the Treasury. If t)j. . 
tion be adopted the President is to exercise this power in suc} 
as to amount to a repeal of the law. 
out. 

Mr. RANDALL. 

Mr. KELLEY. 


4aho 


iay 


I think the section ought 4, 


Let it go out. 
I cansee no reason why the section should be si; 


out. 

Mr. HEWITT, of Alabama. I suppose that when the President ix... 
his proclamation declaring the law inoperative it will, at the ex)), 
tion of thirty days, cease to have any force, and there is no pow ra 
reinstate it except Congress itself. If there bea mere suspension }yy +), 
Secretary of the Treasury the law can be reinstated in the same 
it is not a repeal of the law. Butif the President exercises this poy 
the law is repealed. 

The question being taken on the motion of Mr. HEWITT, of Alaban, 
to strike out the section, it was not agreed to, there being—ayes 
noes 101. 

Mr. HEWITT, of Alabama. 
ing out the word ‘‘inoperative,’’ 
inserting the word ‘‘suspended.”’ 

Mr. KASSON. The Committee of the Whole should act wis: 
this question. I have observed the difficulty arising from the 
‘‘inoperative,’’ which with the context would seem to effect a pen 
nent repealofthelaw. I apprehend that the section as originally tran, 
was intended only to give the President the power to suspend the |ay 
for a period during which the danger of the introduction of the dis 
might exist. I speak only for myself, not for the committee, when |. 
that I think the word ‘‘suspended’’ a wiser word, according to th 
intent of the provision, than the word ‘‘inoperative.”’ 

Mr. KELLEY. I quite concur in the suggestion that we shoul 
sert the word ‘‘suspended”’ instead of leaving the language open to 
possibility of a construction which was not intended. 
as I have power, the amendment. 

The CHAIRMAN, If there be noobjection, the amendment projos 
by the gentleman from Alabama will be considered as agreed to 

Mr. KELLEY. The word ‘‘suspended’’ should be substituted 
‘*inoperative’’ in both places. 

Mr. KASSON. I think there ought to be a little additional ame 
ment to conform to this change. 

Mr. ROBINSON, of Massachusetts. Toinsert the word ** suspend! 
as suggested will not make the provision harmonious, because the \ 
‘and of no effect’? immediately follow. 

Mr. KASSON. I was about to propose an amendment in that 
spect. 

Mr. ROBINSON, of Massachusetts. Itseems to me that if the Co 
mittee on Ways and Means have considered this question they should 
be able to suggest some language which will meet the whole diflicults 
The prior section, if I read it aright, though I have given no at tentio 
to the subject, provides, it seems to me, for suspension by the Secreta: 
of the Treasury, while in order to effect an absolute total abrogation 0! 
the law the provision is here inserted that the President may dec! 
it inoperative. I can see no harm in allowing the section to pass as! 
stands. 

Mr. REAGAN. If the word ‘‘inoperative’’ be struck out in both 
places, and the word “‘ suspended’’ substituted, and then if the words 

‘of no effect’’ be also struck out, the purpose will be accomplishe! 

Mr. KASSON. The further amendment should be in addition t 
substituting the word ‘“‘suspended”’ for the word ‘ inoperatiy: 
the beginning of line 75. 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair again inquires whether there is 0) 
tion to the amendment proposed by the gentleman from Alabama 

Mr. KASSON. I think the question should be put on all the amen: 
ments together. There will be no difficulty about the matter; 1! ' 
amendment be made in one place it should be in the other. [| suxs' 
therefore, that the word ‘‘inoperative’’ be changed in both places, «> 
chairman of our committee has suggested, to the word ‘suspend: 
and the words ‘‘of no effect’’ be struck out. 

Mr. ROBESON. Then what will be the difference between the 
sections? As I understand, the preceding section authorizes the Se" 
tary of the Treasury to suspend the law under certain conditions; | 
section authorizes the President to repeal it or declare it inoper | 

Mr. KASSON. The difference is this: In the previous sect:on po" 
is given to the Secretary of the Treasury to suspend the law as to 9!) 
foreign country or any part of a foreign country. Thissection pro} 
to give the President a universal power with regard to all countne 

Mr. ROBESON. That is the difference the committee inten! 


I move to amend the section by « 


where it first occurs in line 75, ay 


I ace ept, so 











soe 
1883. 
EE 

Mr. KASSON. That is the difference as it exists in the law 

Mr. ROBESON. As it exists in the present law? 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair will again put the question whether 
there is objection to the amendment proposed by the gentleman from 
Alabama tostrike out **inoperative,”’ in line 75, and insert in lieu thereof 
the word ‘‘suspended.”’ 

Mr. McKINLEY. I trust that will not be done. This is but a re- 
enactment of the present law. It is perfectly understood, and there 
has been no difficulty in its administration. 1 hope, therefore, the text 
will be allowed to remain as it is. 

Mr. REED. I think we had better allow it to remain as it is, unless 
oper consideration is given to the verbiage of the change. 

The CHAIRMAN. ‘The question is upon the amendment of the gen- 
tleman from Alabama. 

The question was taken; and the Chair decided by the sound the 
‘noes’? seemed to have it. 

Mr. HEWITT, of Alabama. 1 demand a division. 

Mr. KASSON. Now, Mr. Chairman, let the question be distinctly 
stated to the committee. 

The CHAIRMAN. The amendment will be read 

The Clerk read as follows: 

in line 75 strike out the word “inoperative and insert in lieu thereof the 
word “ suspended,”’ 

Mr. KELLEY. Now, permit me to say— 

The CHAIRMAN. Debate on this is exhausted. 

Mr. KELLEY. Then I move to strike out the last word 

The previous section authorizes the Secretary of the Treasury to sus- 
pend the prohibition in law whenever he believes that it will not invite 
danger to the cattle-growing interest and tothe country. The paragraph 
under consideration allows the President to declare not the law inoper- 
ative but the suspension, and to relieve trade from that suspension; and 
I hope, therefore, it will be permitted to stand as it is and as it has oper- 
ated with entire satisfaction since 1857. 

Mr. ROBINSON, of Massachusetts. Let me call the attention of the 
committee, Mr. Chairman, to the fact that under this section, 2495, the 
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President of the United States is authorized to declare the suspension | 


of the law inoperative; but by the terms of this section, unless we are 
careful in its wording, he may declare also the provisions of the other 
portions of the preceding section inoperative which relate to the power 
conferred upon the Secretary of the Treasury to suspend the operation of 
this prohibition. Therefore the committee ought to proceed very slowly 
in making a change of the law inthisrespect. It had better be allowed 
to stand as it is. 

Mr. HASKELL. 

The CHAIRMAN. 


Let it remain as it now is. 
The Chair desires to inquire of the gentleman 


from Alabama which word in this seventy-tifth line his amendment 


refers to, the word ‘‘inoperative’’ occurring twice in that line? 

Mr. HEWITT, of Alabama. Where it first occurs. 

The CHAIRMAN. The question is on agreeing to the amendment 
of the gentleman from Alabama, on which a division has been asked 

The committee divided; and there were—ayes 60, noes 89. 

So the amendment was not agreed to. 

Mr. HEWITT, of Alabama. I move the following amendment to 
come in at the end of the paragraph: 

At the end of line 77 add: 

“ And the President may by proclamation declare the suspension provided for 
in the preceding section to be inoperative.” 

[Cries of ‘‘ Vote!” ‘‘ Vote!’’] 

Mr. KASSON. 
is done understandingly; and I may be in error, but I ask gentlemen 
of the committee to consider that while the:previous section confers the 


authority upon the Secretary of the Treasury, which it is important to | 


have somewhere in the Government in order to prevent the importation 
of contagious diseases of cattle into this country, and nobody wants 
under any circumstances that entire section to be repealed, still it is im- 
portant that its provisions shall be clearly understood. 

Now, the section under consideration provides that the President has 
the power, in certain cases, to declare the provisions of the preceding 
section to be inoperative, and the same shall be afterward inoperative 
and of no effect, and so forth. The language here is: 

May by proclamation declare the provisions of the preceding section to be in- 
operative. 

Not the suspension made under that section, but the provisions of the 
preceding section which carries the power to suspend it. 
on to say: 

And the same shall be afterward inoperative and of no effect from and after 
thirty days from the date of said proclamation. 

Now, how is that section which is thus suspended under the author- 
ity of law to be again revived or brought to life? It is of no effect 


and there is no limit upon it if the President makes his proclamation. 
It has never been construed to my knowledge in such a manner as to 
make it perfectly clear how it may be again revived; and therefore I 
call the attention of the committee while we are revising all these laws 
to this question, to know exactly what they desire in reference to the 
miter, so that proper amendments may be incorporated. 
Mr. CARLISLE. 


Let me say to the gentleman from Iowa that this 





I do not propose, sir, to vote on this thing unless it | 


And it goes | 
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section of the bill was not considered in the Committee on Ways and 
Means at all. 
Mr. KASSON. Not in detail 
Mr. CARLISLE. It was simply inserted in the bill ! 
when he made up the bill 
Mr. KASSON. Now, as I have said, I ask the attention of the com 
mittee here because it is a very important point. I do not want under 
any circumstances to impair or repeal the authority which our Govern 
ment now has to impose prohibition upon the importation of cattle sut 
fering irom contagious diseases 
Mr. REED. 1 suggest to the gentleman from Iowa 
whether the following amendment would not meet the ease: Insert 
after the first word, ‘*inoperative,’’ in line 75, the words ‘during the 
pleasure of the President;’’ and after the word “‘effeet.”’ , 
sixth line, insert the words ** during such time?”’ 
him to revive the section after he has suspended it fi 
| templated in section 2495 
Mr. KASSON 


»”y the clerk 


Venture to 


in the seventy 
Lhat would enable 
I t] 


he purpose con 


lam not particular 


ustot 


riot the amendment 

but lL am very particular as to the effect of it, in order that we may not 
nullify the power which is now conferred upon the Secretary of the Treas 
ury and the President in this connection, which involves important con 
sequences to our country ; 

Mr. REED. Then I will offer that amendment 

Mr. MOULTON You want to strike out the s nel rad hop 
erative.”’ 

Mr. REED. No; this amendment, I think, will cover the eround 

The CHAIRMAN. Theamendment proposed by the gentleman trom 
Maine will be read 

The Clerk read as follows 


After the word “inoperative 

during the pleasure of the 
insert “during such time 
Mr. THOMPSON 

tion has had any cons 


where it ftir 
President,’ ane 


t occurs 


lat 


ter the word “et 


of Kentucky \s it does not seem that th 
ideration in the Committee on Ways and Means 
and as it isa very important matter, would it not be in order to ask 
unanimous consent to pass itover forthe present informally, inorder that 
the committee may take time to examine it and perfect theiramendment 
Mr. KASSON. It will be right with the amendment suggested. o1 
suitable amendments in order to guard against nullifying the law 


Mr. THOMPSON, of Kentucky 


We might get into an inextrical 


tangle if attention is not given to it with a view to perfecting it befor 
action is taken upon it 

Mr. HEWITT, of Alabama L will withdraw my nendi in 
order that the amendment of the gentleman trom Maine [Mr. Reep 


may be voted on 
Mr. HAMMOND, of Georgia Betore that is voted on 1 would like 
| to ask the gentleman from Maine if he intends that this part of th 
section prohibiting the importation of neat cattle and the hides of neat 
| cattle shall be law or not law as the President desires or shall not desire 
Mr. REED. That is the idea 
Mr. HAMMOND), of Georgia. Then you have it to cover both things, 
that the President may let cattle be imported when he pleases without 
regard to disease. Section 2494 has two clauses, one to forbid it alto 
| gether except that the Secretary of the Treasury may from time to time 
| allow cattle to come trom one country or part of a country, &c Phen 
| this section under consideration, section 2495, allows the President to 
| stop any of these provisions at his pleasure and repeals the law. Now 
you propose to let him stop it whenever he wants and resume when 
ever he wants 
Mr. REED. Precisely. From the very nature of the subject unde1 
discussion there must discretion be given. That is, at one time it will 
be entirely suitable toadmit cattle and proclaim it shall be so done, and 
| at another time it will be entirely unsuitable to do it. And you have 
| to trust that power, that shifting power as it were, to some one, and it 
| is proposed to trust the President with it. The object is not to prevent 
| the importation of cattle, but it is to prevent the importation of cattle 
in atemporary condition, namely, ina condition of sickness from infee 
| tious diseases. 
| Mr. HAMMOND, of Georgia. But does not your amendment allow 
| the President to permit cattle to be imported if he pleases and to keep 
| them out if he pleases, without regard to disease ? 
Mr. REED. No, sir; because the law presumes the President will 
| do his duty, and the statute provides what his duty shall be. When 
it can be done without danger he shall suspend, and the suspension may 
cease when he considers there isdanger. 1 think the thing is automatic 
| arranged in that way, on the presumption that the President intends 
| todo his duty. And I see my friend is satistied. 
Mr. HAMMOND, of Georgia 
ment. 
The CHAIRMAN. The question is on the amendment of the gentle 
man from Maine, which the Clerk will again report 
The amendment was again read. 
The question being taken, the amendment was agreed to 
The Clerk read as follows 
Sec. 2497. No watches, watch-cases, watch-movements, or parts of watch-move 
ments, of foreign manufacture, which shall copy or simulate the name or trade 


Satistied to vote against your amend 
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mark of any domestic manufacturer, shall be admitted to entry at the custom- 
houses of the United States, unless such domestic manufacturer is the importer 
of the same. And in order to aid the officers of the customs in enforcing this 
prohibition, any domestic manufacturer of watches who has adopted trade-marks 
may require his name and residence and a description of his trade-marks to be 
recorded in books which shall be kept forthat purpose in the Departmentof the 
Treasury, under such regulations as the Secretary ofthe Treasury shall prescribe, 
and may furnish to the Department fac-similes of such trade-marks; and there- 
upon the Secretary of the Treasury shall cause one or more copies of the same 
to be transmitted to each collector or other proper officer of the customs. 


Mr. BEACH. 
The Cle 
In the first and second lines of section 2497 strike out the words “ watches, 


watch-cases, watch-movements, or parts of watch-movements” and insert the 
words ‘article or product of whatever.” 


Mr. BEACH. 
posed be adopted, in this way: 


I offer the amendment which I send to the desk. 
rk read as follows: 


No article or product whatever of foreign manufacture which shall copy or 
simulate the name or trade-mark of any domestic manufacturer shall be ad- 
mitted to entry, &e 

Mr. Chairman, I see no reason why this prohibition of simulated 
trade-marks should be confined to watches, watch-movements, and 
watch-cases. There are numerous other articles of foreign manufacture 
which find their way into our markets simulating the names or trade- 
marks of American manufacturers. If this provision is a good one for 
watches and watchmakers, I do not see why it should not be equally 
good in other cases. 

Mr. KELLEY. Ifthe gentleman will permit me to modify hisamend- 
ment I will strike out the word ‘‘or,’’ in the second line, and let it read: 

No watches, watch-cases, watch-movements, or parts of watch-movements, or 
other articles of foreign manufacture which shall copy or simulate, &c. 

Mr. BEACH. I do not see why there should be any specific mention 
made of any specific product. This is special legislation in one of its 
most odious forms. My object by my amendment is to make it univer- 
sal. In illustration of the point which I make in this amendment, I send 
to the Clerk’s desk the second volume of the report of the Tariff Com- 
mission, and ask him to read the few lines which IT have marked on page 
106, 

The Clerk read as follows: 


Mr. Thomas W. Bradley, president of the New York Knife Company, of Wal- 


den, New York, made the following statement: 

‘The principal point to which I desire to call the attention of the commission 
isthe one in regard to the importing of foreign goods, particularly German goods 
stamped with American names. By that I do not mean that they import goods 
stamped with the same name of the firm manufacturing goods in this country, 
but only with some name akin to it. For instance, I am connected with the 
New York Knife Company, a firm which has been in existence since 1832. We 
claim to make a good quality of knife, like the English knife, to compete with 
the German production. We meet in the market a brand of goods stamped the 
‘New England Knife Company.’ The inference inthe trade is that it is thesame 
class of goods as ours, These goods are German goods of a very cheap classand 
a poor quality of steel, but they are put in competition with our steel by reason 
of the use of the words ‘New England Knife Company,’ and the trade infer that 
they are manufactured in New England by American makers, In that way our 
goods are degraded by reason of the importation from Germany of knives of 
that description, There are many instances of that kind where different brands 
are used, We would like to have that business stopped if we could. Take this 
knife that L hold in my hand. It isan imported German knife of good finish and 
appearance, and to the appraiser in New York appears pretty much of equal 
value with ours; but the difference is in the quality of steel used. The finish 
is nice and the workmanship fair, but the quality of the knife is not within 25 
per cent, of our home-made knife.”’ 


Mr. KELLEY. Isubmit an amendment to the amendment of the 
gentleman from New York. It is in substance what I suggested. 

The Clerk read as follows: 

Strike out the word “or,” in line 83, and in the same line, after the word 
“movements,”’ insert “or any other article.” 

Mr, KELLEY. That gives the gentleman the benefit of his proposi- 
tion and yet leaves the general text of the statute to stand. 

Mr. BEACH. 1 will accept the amendment of the gentleman from 
Pennsylvania. 

The CHAIRMAN. The question is on the amendment proposed by 
the gentleman from Pennsylvania [Mr. KELLEY]. 

Mr. TUCKER. It seems to me that if the amendment whichis now 
proposed be adopted in reference to all manufactured articles, all that 
any manufacturer in the United States will have to do will be to puta 
trade-mark on his particular manufacture, and then if any article of 
foreign manufacture simulates or looks like his, as cotton goods or woolen 
goods, it will be regarded as coming within the simulation. 

Mr. REED. The language is, ‘‘simulate the name or trade-mark.”’ 

Mr. RANDALL. This is not as to goods. It is against the use of 
the trade-mark on goods, 

Mr. KELLEY. It is simply as to the name or trade-mark. 

The question being taken on the amendment of Mr. KELLEY, it was 
agreed to, 

Mr. KASSON. There should be one other amendment made in order 
to make the section correspond to the amendment just adopted. In 
line 89, the words ‘‘of watches’? should be stricken out, so that it will 
read, ‘‘ any domestic manufacturer who has adopted trade-marks,”’ &c. 

The amendment was agreed to. 

Mr. HAMMOND), of Georgia. I now move to strike out the section 
as amended. As it now stands every manufactured article in the United 
Siates may have placed upon it the name or trade-mark of its manu- 


This clause will read, if the amendment I have pro- 
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facturer; and thereupon, it being sent to the Treasury Departmey; 
“the Secretary of the Treasury shall cause one or more copies of +}, 
same to be transmitted to each collector or other proper officer of the 
customs. ”’ 

It seems to me that that will be making provision for a very Jaro. 
amount of work without any corresponding good. There is some sey 
in having the trade-mark on watches and other things of large yajy, 
protected. But it seems to me there is not the same reason for protec. 
ing the trade-mark on a pocket-knife or a tooth-pick. Yet this sectioy 
as now amended would compel the Treasury Department to spend a. 
much time and attention in protecting the trade-mark on a tooth-pick 
as on the finest watch. I think the section as it is now amended shoy)q 
be stricken out. 

Mr. KELLEY. This provision is intended simply to protect ty 
American manufacturer in the right to the use of his own name on sue} 
goods as he produces. He may accompany that name with a trade. 
mark or he may put his name alone on the article as the trade-mark 
Without this law after the American manufacturer has perfected }j. 
production a foreigner might prepare an inferior article in resemblance 
of it and put the American’s name on it, and while defrauding ¢}, 
American manufacturer he would cheat every American consumer w)) 
relied upon the stamp of his countryman. 

The CHAIRMAN. The time for debate on the pending motion 
exhausted. 

Mr. THOMPSON, of Kentucky. 1 move to strike out the last word 
This matter of trade-marks may assume a very broad range. A mam 
facturer can assume any trade-mark he desires. Suppose that there js 
a foreign article with a trade-mark on it, and an American manufacture; 
chooses to assume the trade-mark on that article. Then, under this 
provision, would not that foreign article be totally prohibited from }y 
ing brought into this country, unless this domestic manufacturer hin 
self chooses to import it? 

Mr. KELLEY. No; because the American manufacturer must pu‘ 
his own name on it. 


Mr. THOMPSON, of Kentucky. He can put any trade-mark «) 


| which he wants to. 


Mr. REED. He can not put another man’s name on. 


Mr. KASSON. The language here is ‘‘copy or simulate,’’ whic 


| means that the American must be the first to use the trade-mark 


Mr. TALBOTT. Your bill does not say that. 

Mr. THOMPSON, of Kentueky. Do we not put ourselves in this 
attitude: that we make the Government assume the responsibility, cost, 
and expense of the protection of every American trade-mark; whereas 
the law now leaves every manufacturer to protect himself at his own 
expense ? 

Mr. KASSON. I would like to say one word, as at one time | was 
officially charged with this subject of trade-marks. 

I have only to say that every commercial nation in the world has, i: 
the main, made treaties with other commercial nations for the prote 
tion of the trade-marks of its people. I was myself at one time en 
gaged in that direction, and I know that every country recognizes th 
importance, first, of having security for its trade-marks and the prod 
ucts of its own manufacture within its own jurisdiction; and, second, 
to further protect them by the aid of the legislation of other countries 

In this case we endeavor to give our people the additional security 
for their trade-marks within our jurisdiction by providing that coun- 
terfeits shall not be permitted to come into this country. I assur 
gentlemen that it is in accord with the legislation of other nations and 
is necessary and right. 

Mr. KELLEY. Having reference to the remarks of the gentleman 
from Kentucky [Mr. THomMPson] about the labors of the Treasury 1 
partment, I will say to him that this is to be done under the regula 
tions prescribed by the Secretary of the Treasury, which may requir 
compensatory fees. 

Mr. RANNEY. It seems to me that this section as amended is very 
dangerous, and will be very difficult of practical operation. If it was 
only with regard to the name of the manufacturer, we could get along 
with it; but it says ‘“‘name or trade-mark.’’ Now, anybody knows 
who has had any practical experience in regard to trade-marks that very 
difficult and complicated questions arise as to what is a simulation of « 
trade-murk. Are you going to put on the Treasury Department or cus- 
tom-house officers all the expense and also the right to determine thes 
questions of fact ? 

Mr. KASSON. Subject to appeals to the court. 

Mr. RANNEY. It is true that many trade-marks adopted in this 
country by manufacturers are themselves simulations of foreign trade- 
marks. A man may send in his report of his trade-mark. An article 
may be brought in from abroad with a similar trade-mark, and although 
it was the original, under this section it might be held to be a simula 
tion of the American trade-mark. 

Now, if you open up that question and put on the officers of the Gov 
ernment at custom-houses the duty of settling the question of simula 
tion, you will confer upon them the whole jurisdiction of the courts, 
because trade-marks are as numerous as the leaves of the forest. 

Mr. KASSON. It follows the similitude of existing laws, where w« 


are obliged to give the first discretion to customs officers, always subject 
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to a to the court. There would be no difficulty under this seec- 
tion other than there is under existing laws. 

Mr. RANNEY. Meanwhile the goods are not entered and allowed 
to go into the market to be disposed of; you tie them up for a year while 
the appeal is going on. — 

Mr. KASSON. Only in the same way as at present. 

Mr. BRIGGS. But the provision of the present law reaches ouly one 
class of goods; this amendment proposes to apply to all. 

The CHAIRMAN. Debate is exhausted. 

Mr. SINGLETON, of Illinois. I move to amend by striking out the 
last word. It seems to me that this section is inconsistent with the 
protection which it purports to give toa certain class of manufacturers, 
| understand that the object of protection is to give employment to 
home labor, to encourage domesticindustry. This section opens a field, 
and a very wide field, for fraud, because it authorizes the manufacturers 
to go abroad and manufacture their own watches, or whatever other 
article he may choose to import, and then impose those articles upon 
the people of this country as the product of his own shop, thus de- 
priving the American laborer, of whom so much has been said, of the 
means of support. I hope the distinguished gentleman trom Pennsy]- 
vania may be able to explain to my satisfaction the operation of these 
words, ‘‘ unlesssuch domestic manutacturer is the importer of the same.”’ 
The language of the section, it seems to me, excludes everybody except 
the manufacturer himself, who is authorized to go abroad and put his 
mark upon the goods there manufactured which are to be sold in our 
market as the product of his own shop. I say this is a fraud upon the 
consumer of this country, and a fraud upon labor. 

A MEMBER (to Mr. SINGLETON, of Illinois). Move tostrike out those 
words. 

Mr. SINGLETON, of Illinois. Ll would do so but for the fret that 
the question is now pending upon the motion to strike out the section 

Mr. KASSON. What are the words to which the gentleman objects? 

Mr. SINGLETON, of Illinois. The words beginning with ‘‘ unless,”’ 
in line 86, down to and including the word ‘‘same,’’ in line 87 

Mr. KASSON. I suppose the gentleman is aware that there are manu- 
fucturers who have come trom abroad with their own trade-marks, and 
are manufacturing very largely in the United States. It is necessary 
for us to meet the emergencies of our own trade by allowing such a manu- 
tacturer who establishes himself in business here to continue the use of 
his trade-mark. 

Mr. SINGLETON, of Illinois. But this is general in its application: 
it applies to all manufacturers. 

Mr. HASKELL. The manutacturers of the Clark and Coats spool 
thread and several large hemp, jute, and flax manufacturers run large 
establishments abroad and also in the United States, the trade-mark used 
abroad and that used here being identical. 

Mr. SINGLETON, of Illinois. That is exactly what I desire to pre 
vent. 

Mr. ROBINSON, of Massachusetts. It seems to me ‘that a single 
suggestion should dispose of the present difficulty. The section as pre- 
sented in this bill without amendment is the same as the provision of 
the present statutes as in force for twelve years. It seems to me the 
Committee of the Whole has acted unadvisedly on this bill by swing- 
ing open a very wide door; and I think we all begin to see that this 
door should be closed. ,The only parliamentary way out of the diffi- 
culty, as I understand, is to vote down the motion to strike out the 
whole section, and in the House reject the amendments which have been 
adopted. Thus we allow the section to stand as reported by the Com- 
mittee on Ways and Means. 

A MEMBER. We do not want it in that form. 

Mr. ROBINSON, of Massachusetts. Ido, and I think the House does 

Mr. SINGLETON, of Illinois. I withdraw my pro forma amendment. 

Mr. HERBERT. I renewit. I think I can make a proposition 
which will meet the difficulty presented by the gentleman from Massa- 
chusetts [Mr. RANNEY], in whose suggestion I heartily concur. | 
think that the manufacturer or trader is entitled to the use of his trade- 
mark, and should be protected in it. But this section, aa now amended, 
will impose very onerous duties upon the Treasury Department, duties 
which will be very difficult and expensive in their execution. It will 
be difficult in many cases to say whether the American or the foreign 
manufacturer is the imitator. In order to determine this question it 
will be necessary to ascertain who first used the trade-mark. This 
question must necessarily be settled in order to discharge the duties 
imposed by the section. This difficulty, I think, can beobviated if the 
motion to strike out the section be voted down and an amendment 
adopted inserting at the end of the section these words: 

Provided, That this section shall apply only when the name of the American 
manufacturer shall comprise part of the trade-mark so recorded. 

This will simplify the duty imposed upon the officers of the Govern- 
ment. Any person desiring a trade-mark protected, if he will make his 
name a part of it, can then record this trade-mark. Whenever any for- 
eign goods are imported with the name of an American trader upon 
them it will be an easy matter for the officers of the United States to 
say, ‘Those goods ought to be excluded; the right of the American 
trader in his trade-mark ought to be protected.”’ 

I withdraw my pro forma amendment 
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Mr. HAMMOND), of Georgia. My motion to strike out the section 
would, I think, more clearly afford the relief that is contemplated and 
remove the difficulties complained of than the suggestion of thi n 
tleman from Massachusetts, because we could add what is proy rt 
added in the bill hereatte: 

I spoke of the enormous difficulty and expense of carrying out the Law 
as it is proposed. The committee will remember that we have no trade 
mark law of the United States except that which was passed in March 
1881, applicable only to goods used in our domestic manutaetories tor 
foreign nations and the Indian tribes. But other trade-marks are pet 
mitted here entirely by State laws. One State, like Massachusetts for 
instance, protects watches Another, like Illinois, proteets beer, & 
The great mass of trade-marks of this country are trade-marks resting 
upon the common-law principle, and affected more or less by the statutes 
of the different States. Your custom-house officers are expected and re 
quired, under this statute as amended, totake cognizance of the fiet not 
only as to what the trade-marks are or what the law of trade-marks is 
under the United States laws, but with reterence to the tr 
of all the States, and they are as various as anything that ean be named. 
coming as they do trom thirty or forty different Lecislatures Now, the 
committee has, in a spirit of apparent liberality, brought in tl 


* 


ade-mark laws 


l in this pro 
vision of the bill now under consideration, in reference to trade-marks 
to make it general. It is conceded now on both sides of ¢ ii e that 
they have placed themselves in a very awkward position, a position that 
neither side of the committee is willing to stand by I submiut. there 
fore, that my motion is right and practicable, and on ttob 


adopted under the circumstances 

Mr. KELLEY. I do not so understand it 

Mr. HASKELL. We are waiting for a vote, and do not sdmit th 
reasoning of the gentleman trom Georgia 

The CHAIRMAN Debate upon the present amend 
hausted 

Mr. HERBERT. I withdraw the pro forina amendmen 

Mr. FLOWER I renew it simply for the purpose of asking the chair 
man of the Committee on Ways and Means what watches of American 
make are copied and sent to this country trom England, and also why 
he put this section into the bill? I ask him to state what partieulsa 
grades of watches of United States manufacture are duplicated in En 
gland? 

Mr. KELLEY. We put it into the bill becaus 

The CHAIRMAN Will the gentlemun suspend for a moment until 


the committee is in order? 





Mr. FLOWER. Lask the gentleman tostate what particular Amet 
can watches are duplicated in England ? 

Mr. KELLEY Phat Ican not do; but the gentleman puta question 
which I desire to answet He asked why the committee put this se« 
tion into the bill Phe answer is, they did it because they found it in 
the existing law. and they put it in without the change of a word ini 
phraseology 

Mr. BEACH ir. Chair 1, | can answer the question of my ce 
league from New Yor Chis provision of law was enacted in 187! at 
the instance of certai \mer 1 watchmakers whose trade name in 
the market was simulated by English manufacturers who put the name 
ot ** Elgin’’ and ‘*‘ Waltham ”’ on their manutaetures and sent them to 
this country; and on very inferior movements, too 

Mr. FLOWER They were so inferior that the vert boy in the 
business could see the differen 

Mr. BEACH They were generally of a very inferior quality 

Mr. FLOWER Phere is not a wateh mad Europe which can 
compared with one of our movements, and [ hav had experience that 
direction, having been in the business 


Mr. HASKELI Will the gentleman from New York } 
say to him that the watch machinery of Waltham and Amer 
makers has been imported into Switzerland, and that 


improved American machinery the Swiss watchmakers are 1 ing. th 
identical movements that are being made in the wate! 
this country to-day with the same class of machinery 

Mr. FLOWER. Do they put them on the 1 0 in 
watches? 

Mr. HASKELL. They used todo it betor W py d which 


prevented it: and in order that the American watch manutacture 

their perfect movement, leading, as they do, the world in pertection—w 

propose to keep thi law where it is inorder that they may be protected 
Mr. FLOWER I have noticed myself in watches that the trade 

marks are duplicated by the English and Swiss, but you can ts IL the 


difference as far as you can see the movement \ny person who has ex 
perience in th business can tell. I have never seen a watch imported 
from Europe which duplicated an American trade-mark that was not an 
inferior produc tion 

Mr. RANDAL! Ch have to come to the United States to learn 


something about making watches 
Mr. FLOWER I withdraw the pro forma amendment. 


The CHAIRMAN Che question is on striking out the section 

Mr. RANNEY. I wish to make an inquiry. It has been said that 
a mode is presented here, here there are differences, for their settle 
ment by an appea! Now, I would like to know what provision is made 


Ameena 
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whereby a controversy can be settled in reference toa question of trade- 
mark by the ordinary mode of jury, and whether this does not deprive 
everybody interested of the right of trial by jury to determine the ques- 
tion of originality in trade-marks, and whether there has been an in- 
fringement or not? The customs officers cannot determine it because in 
general these questions have to be submitted to the determination of 
the clerks in those offices, and difficult and complicated questions of 
originality and infringement are likely to arise and must be determined 
so as to afford exact justice to our manufacturers who are so directly 
interested 

Mr. KASSON. Let me say to the gentleman from Massachusetts 
[Mr. RANNEY] thatat the end of the schedules the Committee on Ways 
and Means have incorporated a new provision providing for the adjudi- 
cation of all questions arising under the operations of this bill. And 
if, when we come to these sections, they are not full enough to cover 
this point then ample opportunity will be given for amendment, so as 
to perfect them as they may be required. 

Mr. COX, of New York. Mr. Chairman, what is the proposition now 
pending? 

The CHAIRMAN, It is the motion of the gentleman from Georgia, 
to strike out the whole of this section 2497. 

Mr. COX, of New York. I move to amend by striking out the last 
word as a pro forma amendment. But I desire to say I favor the propo- 
sition of the gentleman from Georgia [Mr. BLouNT], because I am in 
favor of removing every possible restriction in reference to these articles 
of jewelry, watches, &c., as well as all other articles of thatnature. It 
was said by the gentleman from Kansas [Mr. HASKELL] just now that 
American watches or movements or parts of watches were taken to 
Geneva and sold there. 

Mr. HASKELL. I said the machines for making them. 

Mr. COX, of New York. Some gentleman on this side said that the 
American manufacturers had their agents there and sent over watches 
or parts of watches. We do send over parts of watches made in this 
country to Geneva, where they are put together. 

I do not believe, being in favor of the largest liberty in commerce, 
the largest interchange possible between nations like Switzerland and 
our own Republic—I do not believe in adding any other restrictions to 
our present ad valorem of 25 per cent. on watches and jewelry. There- 
fore | make this point in advance now that there is no need of protect- 
ing these watches in this tariff bill; that there is no need of these restric- 
tions as to trade-marks. Let the buyer beware. Let him buy only that 
which will be a quid pro quo for his money. I would not allow the 
custom-house officer to be the judge of certain trade-marks on articles 
coming into this country from abroad. 

I believe there was a large revenue derived from this 25 per cent. duty 
on jewelry—tor watches are not separated—and I think the committee 
has not reduced the taxation in this bill from what now exists. I think 
they still retain the 25 per cent. duty on all articles of jewelry. 

Therefore I favor the amendment of the gentleman from Georgia [ Mr. 
BLOUNT] as the only generous and proper solution of this question to 
avoid all litigation and trouble and let the watches come in, if you 
please, without these restrictions. 

Mr. KELLEY. Now let us have a vote. 

Mr. COX, of New York. 1 will say to the gentleman from Pennsyl- 
vania [ Mr. KELLEY ], who rises to interrupt me very indecorously before 
I get through 

Mr. KELLEY. I thought you had got through. 

Mr. COX, of New York. When he said the other day general debate 
would perhaps be ended sooner because members would not merely be 
allowed to print but would have time in the five-minute debate—under 
those circumstances I think the how] on that side for voting is most 
unseemly. 

Mr. KELLEY. 
nated his remarks. 

Mr. COX, of New York. 
from Pennsylvania, 

Mr. RANDALL. 





I beg to say that I thought the gentleman had termi- 
It came from others besides the gentleman 


I do not object to any modification of this section 
that will improve it. But I do not think it wise to strike it entirely 
out. I think it our duty to legislate so as to prevent deception in the 
introduction of articles of all descriptions into thiscountry. Nay, more, 
I think it is our duty to protect the consumers in this country from that 
character of deception. 
Mr. COX, of New York. 


I withdraw the pro forma amendment. 
Mr. HERBERT. 


I desire to make a parliamentary inquiry. 

The CHAIRMAN, The gentleman will state it. 

Mr. HERBERT. Does not my motion to amend the section and thus 
perfect it have precedence of the motion to strike out? 

The CHAIRMAN. Certainly; but the Chair did not understand the 
gentleman from Alabama had offered an amendment. 

Mr. HERBERT. Then I offer it now. 

The Clerk read Mr. HERBERT'S proposed amendment, as follows: 

Insert at the end of section 2947 the following: 

“Provided, This section shall apply only when the name of the American 
trader or manufacturer shall compose part of the trade-mark so recorded.” 

Mr. HERBERT. Before the vote is taken on that amendment I de- 
sire to say its purpose is simply and solely to simplify the duties im- 





posed on the customs officer under this section. That amendment w))) 
require the name of the manufacturer or trader to accompany the trade. 
mark which he proposes to record. When he shall have done that j: 
will be very clear that any imported article coming in without his cop. 
sent, having his trade-mark, of which his name composes a part, is 
imitation; so that the duty will be easily performed and there wi!] not 
be much expense attached to it; and thus the manufacturer or trader 
will be protected and the consumer too, as the gentleman from Penp- 
sylvania [Mr. KELLEY] suggests, because he will know when he sees q 
trade-mark upon an article that that trade-mark has the protection of 
the law and that he is buying a genuine article under that trade-mark 

Mr. SPRINGER. I am not concerned about the amendment in re. 
gard to trade-marks. I may say here that I have the honor to represent 
as part of the interests of my district, one of the largest watchmaking 
establishments in the country, an establishment that employs several 
hundred hands and turns out a character of watches recognized univer- 
sally as being of the best quality. The gentleman from Kansas has on, 
ofthem. I carry one myself. And if any gentleman desires to get the 
correct time atany time of the day, let him come to me and I will give 
it from a Springfield watch. Butso faras that institution is concerned 
it does not complain of the futile, feeble efforts of other manufacturers 
in the world to imitate their trade-marks. It is impossible for them 
todoit. Weare therefore impregnable on this point. Making the best 
watches of the best material, we defy the world to compete successfully 
with us. ; 

But there is a provision in this bill to which persons interested in that 
industry do object, and when we reach it I shall ask this committee to 
give some relief in reference to one of the items of raw material which 
they use very largely. I refer to the article of enamel, of which I hay: 
a specimen here which was inclosed tome. Under this bill the duty 
of 35 per cent. ad valorem is imposed on the raw material, while the 
manufactured dial made in Europe with the face all figured comes in at 
25 per cent. ad valorem. Now, we wish that the raw material may be 
allowed to come in free and that a tax of 25 per cent. ad valorem be placed 
on the manufactured article. 

I do not see any material benefit to the watchmaking industry ot 
this country from this provision; but when we come to the right place 
I shall ask the committee to do justice to that interest. 

The CHAIRMAN. Thequestion is upon the amendment of the gentle- 
man from Alabama [Mr. HERBERT]. 

The motion was to add to the section the following: 

Provided, This section shall apply only when the name of the American trades- 
man or manufacturer shali compose part of the trade-mark so recorded. 

The question was taken; and upon a division there were~ayes 62 
noes 92. 

Before the result of the vote was announced, 

Mr. COX, of New York, called for tellers. 

Tellers were ordered; and Mr. Cox, of New York, and Mr. HASKELL 
were appointed. 

The committee again divided; and the tellers reported that ther 
were—ayes 62, noes 101. 

So the amendment was not agreed to. 

The CHAIRMAN. The question now recurs on the motion of th 
gentleman from Georgia [Mr. HAMMOND], to strike out the section as 
amended. 

Mr. THOMPSON, of Kentucky. With a view of perfecting the sec- 
tion, before the motion to strike out is voted on, I move to amend by 
inserting after the words ‘‘ United States,’’ in line 86, the words *‘ until 
after ten days’ notice to the domestic manufacturer.”’ 

The object of the amendment is this: Under the provision as it here 
stands all these foreign articles are subject to be imported by the do- 
mestic manufacturer who has a similar brand or whose trade-mark has 
been copied or simulated by the foreign manufacturer. Under this 
section no person can bring in any of those articles except the Amen- 
can manufacturer himself. 

Now, if the object of the section is to protect the American manulact- 
urer, all that is necessary is, not to prohibit other parties from import- 
ing the goods, which I donot understand to be the object of the law, 
but to provide that before they are entered at the custom-house the 
American manufacturer shall have notice of their entry, and then h« 
can protect himself or not as he desires. 

Mr. KASSON. How are the people to be protected who do not un 
derstand what the counterfeit is ? 

Mr. THOMPSON, of Kentucky. Ifthe American manufacturer on 
ten days’ notice has not sufficient interest in the matter to seek to pro- 
tect his own trade-mark or brand, then the people are certainly not sul- 
ficiently interested in it, because that fact will show that the consump- 
tion of the article is so insignificant that it does not deserve any pro- 
tection. 

Mr. KASSON. I would like to say to my friend from Kentucky 
[Mr. THomMpPson ], for I know that he is only desirous of securing proper 
legislation, that this will illustrate my position: We all know and hav: 
known from boyhood that there are pocket-knives which we purchas 
because of the name of “‘ Rogers’? on them. Now suppose an Amer- 


can manufacturer makes a knife which is better than that of Rogers and 
In order to get into the market all that 


introduces it into the market. 
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she English manufacturer would have to do would be to put the same 
a ie-mark on his goods which the American manufacturer has made | 
yalarin thiscountry. The American manufacturer would suffer from 

at counterfeit. ; : : ie 

“This provision has nothing to do with preventing or prohibiting the 
eduction of any article into this country, but simply to prevent 
unterfeit articles from being brought into this country and imposed 
wnan the people. I know the gentleman is in favor of the principle of 
sie section, and if he can suggest any way to improve it I will go with | 
him. What I want is to prevent our people irom being imposed upon. 

Mr. THOMPSON, of Kentucky. 1 would like toask the gentleman 
from Lowa, because I think he and I are trying to accomplish the same 
thing, if this section will not prohibit any similar article being brought 
here unless the American manulacturer chooses himself to import it 
and impose it on our people if he is dishonest enough to do so? 

Mr. SINGLETON, of Illinois. It is a license to the American man- 
ufacturer to practice fraud. 

Mr. KASSON. The amendment of the gentleman from Kentucky 
(Mr. THOMPSON ] will not prevent thearticle trom being brought in here 
and going into circulation. When we come to the provision in relation 
to proceedings being promptly determined, which is one of the most 
valuable provisions of the bill, we can provide for this matter. 

Mr. THOMPSON, of Kentucky. This provision now prohibits ev- | 
erybody from importing a simulated or counterfeit article except the 
American manufacturer himself. If it is his interest to be dishonest | 
and import these frauds which the gentleman speaks of the section 
will allow him to do so. 

Mr. KASSON. The interestof the manufacturer would lead him to | 
prevent that and protect the public. 

Mr. THOMPSON, of Kentucky. The gentleman says the manutact- 
urer’s interest will lead him to protect the public. I say that ten days’ | 
notice given to the manufacturer that these fraudulent articles are in 
the custom-house is all that is necessary to protect him and the public. 

Mr. SINGLETON, of Illinois. I rise to a parliamentary inquiry. 

The CHAIRMAN. The gentleman will state it. 

Mr. SINGLETON, of Illinois. When I was last upon the floor, at 
the suggestion of the gentleman from Iowa [Mr. KAsson], I stated an | 
amendment to this section, to strike out after the words ‘‘ United | 
States’? the words ‘‘ unless such domestic manufacturer is the importer 
of the same.’’ I desire to ask if that amendment is pending? 

The CHAIRMAN. ‘The Chair did not understand the gentleman to 
offer that amendment. 

Mr. ANDERSON. Offer it now. 

Mr. SINGLETON, of Illinois. I offer it now. | 

The CHAIRMAN. The gentleman will be recognized at the proper 
time tooffer hisamendment. Thepending question is upon the amend- 
ment of the gentleman from Kentucky. 

Mr. HAMMOND, of Georgia. I think the amendment proposed by | 
the gentleman from Kentucky would not operate beneficially, but on 
the contrary would complicate this matter very much. Whoshall give | 
thisnotice? How shall it be given; through the mail or by personal serv- | 
ice? Who is to pay the expense of the notification? How are you to 
prove the notice? I desire to keep this matter from being further com- 
plicated. Ifit were proposed simply to continue the old law in order 
to protect the consumer trom being cheated by the importation, under 
a false name, of some article in regard to which deception would be easy, 
[should make no objection. My objection is that by this amendment 
of the law you establish a system which, as I understand, the Commit- | 
tee on Ways and Means never contemplated. This amendment, as I 
understand, has been made carelessly, certainly without unanimity on 
either side of the House. By this change in the law we shall make both 
expensive and awkward the administration of the measure which we 
are passing. We want simple laws, under which the people may get 
along quietly and inexpensively. But there has been put into this see- 
tion a provision which will make a lawsuit whenever anybody sees | 
proper to make it, upon the most insignificant articles which can be im- | 
ported. 

_ The question being taken on the amendment of Mr. THOMPSON, of | 
Kentucky, to insert after the word ‘‘States,”’ in line 86, the words “‘ un- 
til after ten days’ notice to the domestic manufacturer,’ it was not 
agreed to. | 
_Mr. SINGLETON, of Illinois. I move to amend by striking out, in 
lines 86 and 87, the words ‘‘unless such domestic manufacturer is the 
importer of the same.’’ 

Mr. Chairman, I am not disposed to offer any factious opposition to 
this bill, but am desirous to co-operate with any party in this House to | 
perfect it. It seems to me, however, that a provision such as we have | 

Te, authorizing the manufacturers of this country to practice a fraud 
upon their patrons and upon the labor of the country, is a very grievous 
wrong. To copy or simulate the name or trade-mark under which an | 
article goes upon the market is a fraud in fact, if not inlaw. Thissec- | 
tion authorizes a manufacturer to perpetrate this fraud upon the peo- | 
ple of the country by manufacturing an article abroad and importing it | 
into this country under the same trade-mark as if it were manufactured | 
here. By an enactment of this kind we defraud labor; we are guilty 
in our legislative characters of a moral turpitude of which gentlemen 

should be ashamed. I desire to co-operate with the friends of this bill | 





mu 


upo 


| treaty, shall be imported into the United States from any foreign port or pl: 
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in perfecting every part of it; and therefore I hope that the words named 
in my amendment may be struck out, so that the consumers of this 
country and the labor of the country may be protected from fraud 

Phe question being taken on the amendment of Mr. SINGLETON. of 
Illinois, there were—ayes 66, noes 69 

Mr. SINGLETON, of Illinois. I eall for tellers. 

Mr. SPARKS. I make the point that no quorum has voted. 

Tellers were ordered; and Mr. SINGLETON, of Tlinois, and Mr. HAs- 
KELL were appointed. 

The committee again 
noes 91. 

So the amendment was not agreed to 

The question being taken on the motion of Mr. HAwMon 1D, oft 
to strike out the section, there were—ayes 43, noes 91 

Mr. HAMMOND, of Georgia. I call for tellers 

Tellers were not ordered: there being aves 24—] 
a quorum. 

Mr. TOWNSHEND, of Ilinois 
had voted. 

The CHAIRMAN. It is too late to make that point 

Mr. TOWNSHEND, of Illinois. It is never too late to raise ¢ 
tion of a quorum. 

The CHAIRMAN. The point was not made in tim: 
of the gentleman from Georgia is not agreed to 

The Clerk read as follows 


Sec. 2498. No goods, wares, or merchandise, unless in cases provided f 








divided; and the tellers reported—aves 66, 


reorg1a, 


ess than one-fifth of 


We are entitled to tellers no quorum 


we ques 


Che 1 
The Clerk will 


iotieNn 


read 


we 
except in vessels of the United States, or in such foreign vessels as truly and 
wholly belong to the citizens or subjects of that country of which the goods are 
the growth, production, or manufacture, or from which such goods, wares, or 
merchandise can only be, or most usually are, first shipped for transportation 

All goods, wares, or merchandise imported contrary to this section, and the ves 
sel wherein the same shall be imported, together with her cargwo, tackle 


. : ~upe x apparel 
and furniture, shall be forfeited to the United States: and such goods, wares, or 


merchandise, ship or vessel, and cargo shall be liable to be seized. prosecuted, 
and condemned, in like mannerand under the same regulations, restrictions, and 
provisions as have been heretofore established for the recovery, collection, dis 
tribution, and remission of forfeitures to the United States by the several reve 

nue laws, 

Mr. REAGAN. I moveto strike out this section. I understand that 
this is a literal transcript of section 2497 of the Revised Statutes. My 
objection to it is that it imposes unnecessary, injurious, and ¢ Xp nsive 
restrictions upon our foreign commer 

Mr. KELLEY. If the gentleman will read the next section, of fou 
lines, he will find that this is not a general provision of law, but is only 
to operate where it is necessary for the purpose of retaliation , 

Mr. REAGAN. I have read the section to which the gentleman calls 
attention, but there is no defense for either provision. If the law 
makers or rulers of other countries impose unnecessary, inconvenient, 
and expensive burdens upon the commerce of their countries, it is no 
way for us to retaliate by imposing like burdens upon citizens of the 
United States. What use can there be for a provision of this kind ex 
cept to impose restrictions upon the foreign commerce of this country? 
A few days since we had before the House a bill upon which there was 
on both sides an earnest advocacy of a liberalization of our commercial 
policy, and the relieving of the foreign commerce of the United States 
from the restrictions now imposed upon it. 

All that I can see is that it simply increases the burdens imposed upon 
our commerce. It increases indirectly the duties imposed upon foreign 
merchandise by forcing the importers to transport it in American ves 
sels or in vessels of the country in which it is made 
for its retention. 

Mr. KASSON. Will the gentleman from Texas allow me a word ju 
here? This law has been in force almost since the close of the war with 
England. It was enacted, I think, in 1817. 

Mr. REAGAN. I understand that. 

Mr. KASSON. And therefore if you will— 

Mr. REAGAN. Ihave but five minutes’ time; 
occupy his own time 

All I desire to say is that if the law was a thousand years old it is 
embarrassing, expensive, and unnecessary, and there was never a bette1 
time than now to get rid of it altogether. Itisa burden on tore 
merce and increases the duties on foreign commodities imported into 
the country. It is unjust to the people and totally unnecessary. It 
is a hardship upon the commerce of the country to be burdened with 


I see no recnson 


the gentleman can 


lgncom 


| such a provision. 


Mr. KELLEY. This law, which comes down to us from the early 
part of the century, relates only to goods imported in vessels of a foreign 
nation which maintains a similar regulation against vessels of the United 
States. It is simply intended to put us onan equal footing with nations 
which attempt to restrict our commerce. I hope the paragraph will be 
wudopted. 

Mr. RANDALL. Mr. Chairman, this law, as has been said, was adopted 
in 1817. It has stood all the time undisturbed upon our statute-books 
through every tariff revision or modification from that period down to 
the present time. 

The object of that law was in the first instance simply coercive as 
against other nations. It is now coercive against one nation especially, 
and it has, I believe, already effected or is likely to effect successful 
and satisfactory negotiations with Spain. 
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Mr. TOWNSHEND, of Illinois. Will the gentleman from Pennsyl- 
vania permit me to ask him if he knows of any nation to-day that makes 
such restrictions against our commerce ? 

Mr. RANDALL. This law is especially applicable at the present 
time to reach the case of Spain, which has such restrictions against us. 

Mr. McMILLIN. Do 1 understand the gentleman to say that this 
is the law as it now stands? 

Mr. RANDALL. Yes, sir; and has been since 1817. 

Mr. McMILLIN. Will some one, then, be kind enough to tell me 
the reason why this law should remain in force ? 

Mr. RANDALL. The particular reason seems to be that Spain has 
restrictive regulations in force against the commerce of the United States. 
The effect of this law has been, I believe, to bring about negotiations 
between the two countries which are likely to terminate satisfactorily. 

Mr. COX, of New York. I move to strike out the last word. The 
gentleman from Pennsylvania who has just taken his seat has told the 
House that this is an old subject, and that it is legislation which grew 
out of the war of 1812. It is a part of the old and irrational retaliatory 
or restrictive system. By it we sought retaliation upon nations that 
did not treat us fairly in commercial affairs. The gentleman from Penn- 
sylvania [Mr. RANDALL] tells us that this is an old subject, but that 
the object is to reach Spain. Ah, it is Spain that is the object of this 
restrictive and retaliatory measure. Well, sir, Spain has been very un- 
mutual toward us for many years. And since this law has been on the 
statute-books since 1817, why, then, has it not reached Spain? Why? 
Simply because the law is a corpse—a dead letter. 

I will tell you our commercial trouble with Spain. 
tariff laws which discriminate against this country.” They discriminate 
against our product and our carrying trade. Under the provisions 
ot her law at present it costs more to send a barrel of flour from New 
Orleans to Havana than it costs to send it from New Orleans to Cadiz 
and thence back to Cuba. Charges of all kinds are piled up. They 
are the odium of trade and comity. They are against our commerce. 
There is a lack of mutuality on the partot Spain toward us. Wehave 
not thus far remedied this condition. But the proper remedy is comity 
with Spain. Itis not by a provision of this sort. It has no place in 
a revenue bill. By treaty such as there is now in progress in the State 
Department negotiations may compass our best commercial idea. 

1 am looking to the formulation of such atreaty. Let us call for the 
correspondence on that subject. Then we will know why it is that a 

colony like Cuba, the faithful island from which we buy, I was going to 
say, $80,000,000 worth of sugar per year 

A MemBer. Eighty-four millions. 

Mr. COX, of New York. Andsellofour products not one-fifth, should 
keep up this prohibitory and barbaric system againstus. It is the shame 

of the century. 

But, Mr. Chairman, this is no way of reaching the difficulty. We 
have never reached it by keeping on our statute-book a law like this. 

No, sir; this is a perpetuation of the old system. We inveighed 
against it the other day when the House on two occasions voted for free 
matetial and free ships, and then turned around the next day and voted 
out their wise and liberal sentiment. Itis a part of that mode against 
our trade and shipping whereby we are prohibited from purchasing our 
ships where we can get them cheapest, which is the very life and soul 
ot commerce 

But let me say, Mr. Chairman, that all tariff bills which are not thor- 
oughly revenue in principle and designed solely for the expenses of a 
irugal government—all such tariff bills, I care not whether they derive 
their authorization from one clause of the Constitution or another, every 
tariff bill except to pay the fair, honest, legitimate expenses of our Gov- 
ernment, is pointed robbery and spoliation. Never in any instance was 
there as great a spoliation as that which spoiled our shipping and con- 
tinues to perpetuate the spoliation. 

Mr. RANDALL. Mr. Chairman, during the existence of this law to 
which reference was made here many nations have had discriminating 
duties against the United States, and they ceased to impose them by 
reason of this law. We have recently torn down the barriers to trade 
that existed between this country and Holland, and if I am not misin- 
formed there are negotiations of a diplomatic character now pending 
between the United States and Spain having in view the same result, 
and therefore I think that until these negotiations are concluded it would 
be better to retain this clause of the statutes in force in this bill. 

Mr. COX, of New York. I withdraw the pro forma amendment. 

Mr. ANDERSON.  Irenew the pro formaamendment. Iwould like 
to ask a little information from the gentleman from Pennsylvania on a 
point which I do not understand. Suppose articles were imported from 
China to San Francisco, must not those articles, under the provisions of 
this bill, be brought in American ships? 

Mr. KELLEY. No, sir. Read the exception. 

Mr, COX, of New York. That depends on the treaty with China. 

Mr. ANDERSON. What is the substance of that exception? 

Mr. KELLEY. It is this: 

The preceding section shall not apply to vessels or wares, or merchan- 


dise imported in vessels of a foreign nation which does not maintain a similar 
regulation against vessels of the United States. 


Mr. ANDERSON. 


She has certain 





I withdraw the pro forma amendment. 





The CHAIRMAN. The pending question is on the motion of » 
gentleman from Texas [Mr. REAGAN] to strike out section 2492. 

The question being taken, the motion was not agreed to 

The Clerk read the following section : 


Sec, 2500. There shall be levied, collected, and paid on each and every 
enumerated article which bearsa similitude, either in material, quality haemo 
or the use to which it may be applied, to any article enumerated in this title 
chargeable with duty, the same rate of duty which is levied and charged 6, ‘the 
enumerated article which it most resembles in any of the particulars before > = 
tioned; andif any non-enumerated article equally resembles two or aaa aor : 
merated articles on which different ratesare chargeable, there shall be lev je) = ; 
lected, and paid on such non-enumerated article the same rate of duty ,—; 
chargeable on the article which it resembles paying the highest duty: gpa, 
all articles manufactured from two or more materials the duty shal! be Assoneatiny 
at the highest rates at which any of its component parts may be chargea}|. i 
two or more rates of duty should be applicable to any imported article. jt .),.), 
be classified for duty mow he the highest of such rates, and in all cases of doubt ; 
to the classification for duty of an imported article, such article shall be clas. 
fied at the highest rate of duty: Provided, That non-enumerated articles sijni\,, 
in material and quality and texture, and the use to which they may be applied 
to articles on the free-list, and in the manufacture of which nodutiable materiq 
are used, shall be free. . 


Mr. CARLISLE. I offer the amendment which I send to the q 
The Clerk read as follows: 

In line 132 strike out the word “ highest "’ and insert in lieu thereof the wo» 
“lowest ;”’ so that it will read: 

“There shall be levied, collected, and pate on such non-enumerated articles t}y 
same rate of duty as is chargeable on the article which it resembles paying t}, 
lowest duty.”’ 

Mr. TOWNSHEND, of Illinois. Will the gentleman from Key 
tucky not acceptan amendment tostrike out the word ‘‘ highest? wher 
ever it occurs in this section ? 

Mr. CARLISLE. We can take it one at a time. 

Mr. KASSON. Will the gentleman from Kentucky allow me to oi: 
an amendment to his amendment now, so that he can speak on bot} 

Mr. CARLISLE. Certainly. 

Mr. KASSON. I move to amend the amendment by making line. 
134 and 135 read as follows: 


The duty shall be assessed at the rate at which its component part of chi 
value shall be chargeable. 


Mr. CARLISLE. I have an amendment to meet that which I thin} 
is expressed in a little better phraseology. I would make the claus 
read thus: 


Shall pay the rate of duty imposed by law on the component part of « 
value. 


esk 


Sut that has no reference to my present amendment. 

Mr. Chairman, this provision of the bill is copied verbatim trom +! 
present statute, and it applies only to the non-enumerated articles em 
braced in these various schedules, or the non-enumerated articles whic! 
may hereafter be imported into this from foreign countries. It will | 
observed that the first part of the section provides that where these nov 
enumerated articles shall resemble other articles they shall pay t! 
same rate of duty imposed upon the articles which they most resem! 
And to that it seems to me there is no objection. 

Mr. ROBINSON, of Massachusetts. Will the gentleman excuse m 
Did he say this section is precisely in the language of the present lay 

Mr. CARLISLE. This part of itis. But it must be borne in mini 
that the bill now under consideration by the Committee of the Wh 
is much more perfect in its enumeration of articles subject to duty t! 
the existing law. In other words, a great many articles of vari 
classes which now come into the country as non-enumerated articl 
under the general provisions of the statute are specifically enumerat: 
in this bill; and the proposition is simply to make those articles t! 
names of which have not occurred to the committee, and which, ther 
fore, are not enumerated, pay the rate of duty imposed on the artic! 
which it resembles paying the highest rate of duty. 

It seems to me, Mr. Chairman, that having made this large enum 
ation of articlesand embraced under specific duties everything that could 
be thought of, we ought at least to allow those which have escaped us 
to come in at the lowest rate of duty imposed upon the articles whic! 
they resemble. And while I can not now discuss the question at lengt) 
I offer this amendment and suggest to the gentlemen on both sides 0! 
the House that it is a very proper one to be made at this point. 

Mr. KELLEY. Much of the necessity for the revision of the pre- 
ent tariff arises from the fact that the duties on non-enumerated articles 
are lower than the duties imposed on the schedules and classification 
to which those non-enumerated articles properly belong. Finding that 
making the general provision for articles not otherwise enumerated 1! 
poses a low rate has led to litigation, to derangement and disorder throug!) 
large portions of the importations, the Tariff Commission attempted 
a measure of correction, as a measure which would reduce the amoun! 
of litigation, to classify everything that might be classified and enum 
erated; and then for the few articles that might remain of those no! 
embraced in the schedules and classifications, to compel the import: 
by his own interest to import them under such names as would f\v° 
them their proper classification. Therefore we have said that if tha' 
be not done then they shall pay the highest rate of duty upon any «' 


their component parts. This may be said to be a measure for t) 
relief of those who administer our customs system. ; 
Mr. CARLISLE. My amendment does not relate to that suljec' 
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to the duty on the component part. But thisis a case where an article 
equally resembles two or more enumerated subject to duty, and you 
put wpon it the highest rate. 

Mr. KELLEY. The commission and the committee influenced by 
their convictions have provided that where an article is brought in hav 
ing similitude to a classified article it shall pay the highest rate of duty 
upon any of its component parts, and I hope the provision will be main- 
tained. To make it the lowest instead of the highest rate of duty would 
be to challenge the ingenuity of all other manufacturing countries to 


make combinations in articles in similitude and put in some material | 


upon which the duty was little more than nominal, and bring in all 
the costly elements which bear high rates of duty under that lowest 


rate. “ - . . 
Mr. WILSON. Will the gentleman permit me to ask him a ques- 
tion * ia —" , 
Mr. KELLEY. Inamoment. It would be to falsify every economic 
principle, and so far as I know every provision of our revenue laws. 


Mr. WILSON. Nowwill the gentleman allow me toask him one ques- 
tion? ' 

Mr. KELLEY. Certainly. 

Mr. WILSON. I understand the gentleman from Pennsylvania [ Mr. 


KELLEY] tosay that he proposes by this provision to make the imported 
article pay the highest rate of duty. What can the importer or the con- 
sumer of the article do to bring it down to a reasonable and proper rate 
of duty ? 

Mr. KELLEY. The importer can import the article under its right 
classification, so that it will pay what other articles of the same class 
would pay. If he attempts to sneak the article in at lower rates of duty, 
then he runs the risk of having it charged a double rate of duty. 

The CHAIRMAN. The time for debate upon the pending amend- 
ment has been exhausted. 

Mr. TOWNSHEND, of Illinois. 
‘Jowest’’ for the purpose of calling 
this section. 

The rule of construction in the case of all questions arising under the 
laws of taxation has been that they shall be construed strictly and 
every doubt shall be resolved in favor of the tax-payer. But this sec- 
tion, it will be seen by reading a few lines further on, proposes to change 
that universal rule of law, and puts it within the power of the collector, 
in fact it makes it obligatory upon him, to decide doubtful questions 
against the tax-payer. 

I understand that the amendment of the gentleman from Kentucky 
[Mr. CARLISLE] does not embrace the lines of this section which give 
this power to the collector of customs. If some other member does not 
do it, when the proper time arrives I will myself move to amend, for it 
strikes me this is a very obnoxious feature and ought to be eliminated 
from this section. 


I move to strike out the word 


It would seem that the committee in framing this bill has taxed its | 


ingenuity to the utmost in order to find everything that has a name 
which is manufactured, so as to embrace it in this bill. And now, in 
this section, they propose to spread a drag-net in order, if possible, to 
find something which may be unnamed at the present time or may be 
named hereafter, bearing some similitude to some of the articles they 
have named. 

They have uprooted and overthrown the familiar principle of law 
which has governed every court in the land and every department of 
the Government for years and years in order to subject the tax-payer 
to the highest rate of duty. 

Mr. HORR. That is the present law. 

Mr. TOWNSHEND, of Illinois. Not the clause to which I refer. I 
refer to that portion of the section beginning after the word ‘‘charge- 
able,’’ in line 135, and ending with the word ‘‘duty,”’ inline 140. That 


is an entirely new feature of the law. The clause to which I refer is 
this: 


If two or more rates of duty should be applicable to any imported article, it 
shall be classified for duty ungler the highest of such rates, and in all cases of 
doubt as to the classification for duty of an imported article, such article shall 
be classified at the highest rate of duty. 


Mr. HASKELL. The gentleman from Iowa [Mr. KAsson] offered 
an amendment there. 

Mr. McMILLIN. Oh, no. 

Mr. TOWNSHEND, of Illinois. Notat that place. 

Mr. MCMILLIN. His amendment was in a preceding line. 

Mr. HASKELL. This provision practically runs on.all fours with 
the present law. 

Mr. TOWNSHEND, of Illinois. 
ment. 

Mr. TUCKER. I renew it for the purpose of calling the attention 
of the Committee of the Whole to this remarkable fact: In the present 
discussion and in the present bill it is conceded by the commission, 
and I believe admitted by our friends on the other side from the Com- 
mittee on Ways and Means, that the demand of the people of this coun- 
try is for reduction of burdens; yet here is a bill with a provision in it 
which declares that upon all non-enumerated articles which bear a simu- 
lation to two or more other articles in texture, quality, or the uses to 


I withdraw the pro forma amend- 


which they may be devoted, in the choice between the highest rate of 
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attention to one other feature of | 
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duty and the lowest rate of duty the highest rate shall hy posed 
upon said article 

Mr. HORR. Is not that th vy no 

Mr. TUCKER It ts the law now; but I desire to call the attention 
of gentlemen on the other side to the fact fhat this bill, as thev say, is 
intended toreduce burdens Yet, a provision wh ch provides that when 
ever there is a choice between the heavier and the lichter burden of the 
people youare to impose the heavier burden; and that too after enumer 
ating in the bill eve rything that tl n think of 

Mr. HORR. Is not that for th purpose of preventing evasions of 
| the law? If so, then your rule of law does not : pply 
i Mr. TUCKER Yes; but it would be equal protection inst eva 
| Slons if you should provide that the lowest rate ef duty should be im 
| posed. 
Mr. HORR. Oh, no: it would be just th 

Mr. BAYNE. It would be a constant temptation to evade the law 
| Mr. TUCKER. It would be a t mptation to lead us to trv to get 


something a little lower than we are now compelled to pay 
this enormous and heavy protective system. | 

of thegentleman from Kentucky [Mr. CArLisi 
amendments to this section, all of which look 
dens, where there is a choice betweena higher and alowe1 

Mr. HORR. I thinkthegentleman from Illinois {M1 
and the gentleman from Virginia [Mr. TUCKER] ar 
Where the object is to prevent evasion of the law 
the only thing that can accomplish the object. 

Mr. CARLISLE. The gentleman from Pennsylvania ha 
cussing one clause and my amendment relates to another 
ment applies simply to cases where the article 
| equally one or more articles subject to duty 

Mr. CHACE. That is just the tack the importer takes to evade the 
revenue. 

Mr. TUCKER. I withdraw my pro forma amendment 

Mr. ROBINSON, of Massachusetts. I move to amend by striking 
out the last word. By reference to volume 5 of the Statutes at Large I 
find in the tariff act of 1842 precisely the language embraced in this 
section down to and including the word ‘* chargeable I have heard 
something about a former Presidential campaign which was carried on 
upon one side under thecry of ‘* Polk and Dallasand the tariff ef 1842!"" 
We have lived through the administration of thi 
ferent political parties down to the present time, 
covered until to-day that this provision is a terrible inroad upon the 
rights of the tax-paye1 As my friend from Michigan has stated, the 
provision was doubtless for the purpose of preventing evasion and trand 
| upon the law governing imports. We are n } » back and 
reverse What has been the well-settled ar mimon-sense practice 
forty years. 

Mr. TOWNSHEND, of THlinois. Is not t! ntlen 
| the Senate has stricken out this prov 

Mr. ROBINSON, of Massachusctt rat q 
in this debate, and the gentleman knows it. | 
amendment. 

| The question being taken on the amendm 
were—ayes 59, noes 109 

Mr. CARLISLE. I eall for tellers 

Tellers were ordered Mr. CARLISLI 
appointed. 

The committee again dis 
| 97. 

So the amendment was not agreed to 

Mr. KASSON. I move to amend by striking eut, in lines 154 and 
135, the words ‘‘the highest rates at which any of its component parts 
may be chargeable’’ and inserting in lieu thereof “‘the rate of d 
posed by law on the component part of chief value 

In offering this amendment I speak 


for it under 
ir the amendment 
and will vote forother 
hehtest bur 
rate ot duty 
TOWNSHEND | 
ntirely mistaken 
i¢ highest duty is 


im i 
— 
I 
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0 laving the 
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mbles 
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and nobody has dis 





lor 
n aware that 


ion is not pr 
withdraw the 


rtinent 


pre forma 


fMr.c 


ARLISLE, there 


and 


ided; and the tellers rep 


duty im 


for myself, not having been au-. 


| thorized by the Committee on Ways and Mears, as I desired to be, to 
present it. I submit the proposition here, where the question first 
arises, advising gentlemen that cases calling for the application of the 
same principle will appear in subsequent parts of the bill. As my ob 


ject is to perfect the bill and consume as little time in debate as pos 

sible, I respectfully ask the attention of both sides of the House tothe 
question whether they will adopt for the whole bill the rule which I 
propose in this amendment. Very many articles are composed of dif- 
ferent materials, which as materials would come in at different rates of 
duty. Under our former schedule and imperiect description there was 
a constant disposition on the part of foreign manuiacturers, as there 
will be hereafter, to evade the duties imposed by law so as to introduce 
their goods at the lowest cost to themselves. ‘Thus when duty was im 

posed at one rate upon silk and at another rate upon cotton, the foreign 
manufacturer, in order to get the article rated at the lower rate of duty, 
would put a thread or two of cotton in with the silk, and thus the effect 
designed by the law was evaded. 

To prevent this syst m of evasion, there are two modes of action 
One is to say that when an article is not embraced in any descriptive 
clause of the bill, the duty shall be imposed at the rate fixed for that 
| material which, as 4 material, bears the higher rate of duty. If you 
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thus impose duty at the rate fixed for an article entering into the com- | parts. The construction of the statute which relates to the duties 


position which may represent only one-twentieth part of the value, you 
do an injustice which is in direct conflict with the similitude clause. 


you in like manner do injustice to a principle of your similitude clause. 
Hence we have in recent years adopted the rule of imposing a duty in 
such cases upon the material which is of chief value, because this rule 
comes nearer to the principle embodied in the similitude clauses. 

I have therefore contended in committee, as I contend here, for the 
sound principle, as | believe, not to protect in the nature of prohibi- 
tion or injustice, but to get a correct principle upon which everybody 
can stand who is in favor of such a tariff bill, and that is that the guide 
in such cases—and it applies only to non-enumerated articles—shall be 
what is the material of chief value in the article. There I think we 
should stand or levy the duty upon that article, because then it is in 
harmony with the opinions and principles upon which the bill itself is 
framed. 

Mr. RANDALL. The difficulty isas great in the non-cnumerated as 
it is in the enumerated articles. 

I favor the amendment of the gentleman from Lowa as preferable to 
sither of the suggestions which have been made to use the words “*‘ high- 
est’’ or ‘lowest’? in its effect. It has been suggested by the gentle- 
man from Illinois [Mr. SPARKS] and the gentleman from Alabama 
| Mr. WHEELER] that they design to offer an amendment looking to the 
average rate of duty on the component parts of an article. The duty 
as IT have said can be readily determined in reference to the great ma- 
jority of articles, but the difficulty is not so much as to the non-enum- 
erated as to the doubly enumerated. For instance, I can not better il- 
lustrate the point that I desire to make than by exhibiting my glasses. 
There is a combination of glass and steel. Now the glass pays a duty 
under our tariff of 40 per cent. while the steel pays a duty of 45. The 
question therefore to be determined is, what rate of duty shall prevail 
on the articles combining the two; and that is the question directly at 
issue. The average rate which occurred to me would be better than 
the manner proposed; but I shall vote for the proposition of the gen- 
tleman from lowa in the hope that it will be adopted in preference to 
the other two, either the highest or lowest, and that we will probably then 
adjust a proper medium between them by which we will be able to ar- 
rive at a correct average and thus the proper amount of duty to be im- 
vosed. 

Mr. KELLEY. | move to strike out the last word. I wish to call 
the attention of the committee to the fact that this language is bor- 
rowed from the act of 1842 and that the provision now struck at has 
been a part of the law ever since that period and down to the present 
time. I read from page 459 of the Revised Statutes, the edition of 
1878, and I find, and gentlemen may compare the language: 

And onall articles manufactured from two or more materials the duty shall be 
agus at the highest rates at which any of its component parts may be charge- 
abiec, 

Phat is the exact language of the statute covering this point. 

Now, here is Heyl’s United States Import Duties, an authoritative 
exposition of these laws, from which I shall read, on page 14, a note at 
the bottom of the page: 

Note from Brightly’s Digest; © This section was not designed to levy duties, but 
to check fraudulent evasions or prevent doubts in the execution of the revenue 
laws; and it is not repealed by the act of 1846. (Stewart vs. Maxwell, 16 How., 
150.) Its efioet is mot to impose a duty on an article not provided for in the act 
of Inés, or a different duty from that act, but it simply gives a rule of construc- 
tion to determine under what schedule in the act of 1846 a given article shall be 
ranged for the purpose of charging duty. (Marlot vs. Lawrence, Blatch., 608.) 
It applies, however, only in cases where an article has not been specially pro- 
vided for in the act of 1846. (Lottimer vs. Lawrence, ibid., 613.) But an article 
not enumerated by name in the act of 1846 does not come under the section of 
that act which provides for non-enumerated articles, provided it so resembles 
some enumerated article in quality, material, or use as to be governed by this 
section of the act of 1842. (Ross vs, Peaslee, 2 Curt. C. C., 499.)" 

Now, I say to the committee that they had better stand by the law 
as it has existed for forty-one years, and as it has been so repeatedly con- 
strned by our courts, who have frequently decided that it is not a pro- 
vision for imposing a tax; that this section was not designed— 


For levying duties, but to check fraudulent evasions or prevent doubts in the 
«xecution of the revenue laws, 


Mr. TUCKER. 

Mr. KELLEY. Yes, sir. 

Mr. TUCKER. As I understand it, the gentleman read from section 
+499 of the Revised Statutes? 

Mr. KELLEY. Yes, sir. 

Mr. TUCKER. That does not apply to the amendment now pend- 
ing offered by the gentleman from Iowa. 

Mr. KELLEY. It does; it is precisely the amendment as to its 
phraseology, and has been often sustained by the courts. 

The CHAIRMAN. The time of the gentleman from Pennsylvania 
has expired, 

Mr. CARLISLE, 


Will my friend allow me to ask him a question? 


Mr. Chairman, there will be no difficulty what- 


ever in the administration of a law which provides that an article shall 
pay the rate of duty upon its component parts of chief value; and it 
will be just as difficult to evade the provisions of such a law as to evade 
the provision proposed to be inserted here; that is, that the article shall 
pay the highest rate of duty imposed by law upon any one of its component 








Upon 


the component parts of chief value is that where an article is composed 


| of various materials the duty shall be paid upon that part of the » ate 
If you impose the duty at the rate fixed for the material of lowest value, | 


rial which is of more value in that article than any other part of th 
material in that article, not that it shall be imposed upon the artic, 
according to the duty upon the material of more value than all the oth. 
material in the article. I repeat, if it is of more value than any othe, 
one part of the material composing that article then the duty ic jy. 
posed upon it at that rate. That is, the rate generally imposed hy th 
bill now under consideration. 

For instance, in silk goods, or manutictured articles of silk, o; 
which silk is a component part of chief value, we provide that it sha) 
pay 50 per cent. ad valorem, and so on throughout these schedules 

But here it is proposed to make what seems to me an utterly ineoy. 
sistent provision with that by providing that— 

On all articles manufactured from two or more materials the duty shall be av 
— at the highest rates at which any of its component parts may be charg, 
abie. 

Now, suppose an article isimported into this country composed part) 
of iron and steel, partly of brass and partly of nickel. The value of t}; 
nickel in it may not be 1 per cent. of the whole value of the artic 
And yet under this provision if that happens to be an unenumerated 
article it must pay on its whole weight 25 cents a pound, which is $554 
per ton. 

It is true, as I said, that this applies only to unenumerated articles 
But every gentleman who examines these schedules will find that ther 
are a large number of articles not enumerated. One occurs to me at 
this moment; the small scales upon which you weigh letters or mail 
matter composed partly of steel, partly of copper, or brass, and orna- 
mented with nickel, such an instrument as that would be required to 
pay, not being enumerated in these schedules, the duty imposed by the 
bill of 25 cents per pound on the nickel, although the nickel does not 
constitute 1 per cent. of its value, perhaps. 

Now, Mr. Chairman, there can be no injustice to anybody in provid- 
ing that an unenumerated article shall simply pay the duty imposed by 
law on its component part of chief value. That is the just, equitable. 
and fair rule. I trust the committee, no matter how long this law may 
have stood on the statute-book, will change it and will apply this rule 
to it. 

Mr. ROBINSON, of Massachusetts. 
permit me to ask him one question ? 

Mr. CARLISLE. Yes, sir. 

Mr. ROBINSON, of Massachusetts. How does it appear from th 
particular language in this section that this shall apply only to the non- 
enumerated articles? It says ‘‘on all articles manufactured,’ &c. 

Mr. CARLISLE. I have given the language the construction most 
favorable to those gentlemen who are insisting on retaining this pro- 
vision. I am inclined to think myself that it applies to all articles, 
and would therefore be utterly inconsistent with the provisions con- 
tained in theseschedules. Butsupposing it appliesonly to non-enume: 
ated articles, it will have the effect I have stated. 

The pro forma amendment was withdrawn. 

Mr. KASSON. I renew the pro forma amendment for the purpos 
of saying that the courts have decided this clause only applies to the 
case where a law imposing duties is not specific; that is that it applies 
only to non-provided-for articles. My own opinion is, the words * not 
otherwise provided for’’ should be inserted after the word ‘‘articles:” 
in which case we could strike it out from the bill in every place where 
it occurs. But whether that be so or not I have a word to say on the 
main question. 

The decisions found in Hey], and referred to by my colleague the 
chairman of the committee, do not appear to have been decisions upon 
this particular clause of the section which I seek to amend, but reter to 
other provisions of the section. In this clause we are dealing solely, 
under the decisions of the court, with articles which are not elsewher 
provided for; and the same would be made plain by inserting the ** not 
otherwise provided for’’ phrase in line 103 after the word “articles.” 

Now, sir, art is a very active element in trade and business, and is 
always inventing new combinations in material. And the sole ques 
tion is, what is the safest rule which can be adopted for unknown mer- 
chandise? You ought not to adopt the duty which is the highest 
You ought not to adopt the duty which is the lowest. But you ough! 
to adopt the duty which reaches the chief value of the article which }s 
combined of different materials. And I will say that since the law 0! 
1842 we have continually in tariff laws—I know it from what occurred 
during my earliest terms in Congress—obviated the 1 = of this 
general law by putting in connection with our schedules the very !«0- 
guage I am now advocating here, namely, ‘‘the component part of chic! 
value.’’ And I simply affirm the principle that while you cannot reac! 
accurately every form of combination and must establish a general rule. 
that general rule is safest which applies the duty imposed on the compo- 
nent of chief value. 

Mr. BAYNE. Suppose this provision is modified as the gentleman 
suggests by his amendment and then an engine is imported into thi- 
country, or the parts that go to constitute an ordinary engine, and th 
parts of chief value should be bar-iron and sheet-iron, but there show! 


Will my friend from Kentucky 











1883. 


_—_—_— 


be also in the engine copper and brass and other elements, steel screws 
und rivets, &e., of far greater value, would not the amendment of the gen- 
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‘leman from Iowa admit that entire engine on the duty payable on bar- | 


iron and sheet-iron, they being the components of chief value? 
Mr. KASSON. Noton the statement of the gentleman from Pennsy!- 
nia, Which is that the other things are of chief value. 
Mr. BAYNE. When I said the chief value I meant the aggregate 
value of the bar-iron exceeded the aggregate value of the copper or brass 
or the other elements, but not of all together. But when you take 
har-iron or sheet-iron and find one of those is the element of chief value, 
would not the amendment now proposed admit that entire machine, 
copper, brass, steel, rivets, and all those things, at the rate of duty fixed 
on bar-iron ? 

Mr. KASSON. I will answer that illustration by another. Suppose 
in such a machine there is a single rivet of brass, shall we impose on 
the whole machine the duty which is imposed on manufactures of brass 


va 


on account of that single rivet? We can not illustrate the matter pre- | 
cisely by extremes. The principle should be made applicable to all | 
cases. Let the gentleman obviate the difficulty touching the article he | 


suggests by putting that article in here by name, then the difficulty will 
e obvi . 

Mr. ROBINSON, of Massachusetts. 1 would like to inquire of the 
gentleman whether during forty years of experience we have had any 
difficulty because of this language in the statute ? 

Mr. BAYNE. Notat all. 

Mr. KASSON. I will tell the gentleman from Massachusetts that 
we have adopted this language all through the schedules; not in regard 
to one or two of them. 

Mr. ROBINSON, of Massachusetts. And wherever it has been found 
necessary to make an exception the adoption of that exception has jus- 
tified the wisdom of the rule of the statute. 

Mr. McKINLEY. I trust the amendment of the gentleman from 
lowa [Mr. KASSON ] will not prevail. If it should prevail then we will 
have a continuance of the evils under which we are now suffering, 
whereby evasions of the law are constantly being made by domesticim- 
porters and foreign manufacturers, to the injury of our own domestic 
manufacturers. 

This principle which we find here at the very outset of the bill rans 
through every schedule of the bill now before the committee. It has 
the approval of forty years of experience; it has the approval of the Tar- 
iff Commission; it has the approval of the Committee on Ways and 
Means; and it has been sustained by the courts. The only purpose of 
itis to prevent frauds upon our revenue. 

Mr. KASSON. I would like any friend 

Mr. MCKINLEY. It is said that we have enumerated every article. 
so we have enumerated every article known either to the Tariff Com- 
mission or to the Committee on Ways and Means. But the trouble is 
not with enumerated articles; it is not with the articles that have a 
commercial designation now. 





Mr. KASSON. Before the gentleman goes on I wish to meet one | 


statement he makes. 

Mr. McKINLEY. The purpose is to meet new designations which 
may be adopted for the purpose of evading the proper rate of duty. 

Mr. KASSON. I wish to call the attention of the gentleman from 
Ohio [Mr. MCKINLEY] to the statement he makes that we have had 
forty years of experience under this provision. Does he mean to im- 
ply that we have been collecting duties on that theory for forty years? 
If so I question his statement. 

Mr. MCKINLEY. I mean to say that the principle for which we are 
contending and which is found throughout this bill has been on the stat- 
ute-books for forty years. I will read the latter clause of section 2499 
of the Revised Statutes, which declares: 

On such non-enumerated articles, the same rate of duty as is chargeable on the 
article which it resembles paying the highest duty; and on all articles manu- 


factured from two or more materials, the duty shall be assessed at the highest 
rates at which any of its component parts may be chargeable. 


It does not say ‘‘any of its component parts of chief value;’’ but it 
says “any of its component parts.’’ I only say this because we will 
find this principle running through the several schedules of this bill, and 
we might as well meet it now. 

Mr. CARLISLE. Will the gentleman permit me to ask him a ques- 
tion? 
Mr. MCKINLEY. Certainly. 


Mr. CARLISLE. I understand the gentleman to say that we are | 


suffering very great evils now from the fact that articles are brought in 
under new names. 

Mr. MCKINLEY. Yes. 

Mr. CARLISLE. Does the gentleman think that this provision has 
any reference to that? If he does, then how can these articles come in 
now with this provision in the present law ? 

_ Mr. MCKINLEY. I think this provision has very much to do with 
it, and it will force all importations into their proper and legitimate 
classifications, 

Mr. BAYNE. That is it. 

Mr. MCKINLEY. And that is what we seek to do. 

Mr. KASSON. Now, in the time of the gentleman from Kentucky 
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| (Mr. CARLISI E], 1 wish to say that while 1 do not desire to differ from 
so intelligent a colleague as the gentieman from Ohio [ Mr. MCKINLEY ], 
still, if he means to convey the ideathat the administration of our rey 
enue laws has for forty years been upon the theory he advocates, then 
I must differ with him. 

Without going further into the schedules at present, the first I open 
to is Schedule C, where I find in relation to flax goods, &e., this lan 


guage: **or of which flax shall be the material of chief value.’ And 
then going on a little further in regard to burlaps, &e., I find this lan 
guage: ‘or which shall be the component material of chief value 

Mr. RUSSELL. That refers to enumerated articles 


_ Mr. KASSON. I know; but it is the principle te which I refer, and 
| In Your committee you have gone back on that principle and adopted 
the other in the whole of the bill 

The CHAIRMAN. The time tir 
ment has been exhausted 

Mr. KASSON. I withdraw my pro f 

Mr. HASKELL. I renew it, simply to say a word on two points 
First, as to the remark made by my friends on the other side in regard 
to plated goods. ‘They are provided for in the metal schedule, and plated 
goods will come in under their proper classification; they will not be 
compelled to come in this portion ot the bill, so that difficulty is relieved 

In regard to the matter of machines, &c., and all that class of work. 
I desire to state, it is the practice now in the custom-houses under the 
rulings of the Treasury Department to allow machines to be taken to 
pieces; or, as the furniture men say of their wares, to allow them to 
come in ** in knock-downs;”’ that is, in separate pieces 

Thus rivets, bars, and all parts of a machine which are separable can 
come in and pay their own rate. This relieves the situation of at least 
two difficulties. [ withdraw my pro forma amendment 

The question being taken on the amendment of Mr. KAsson, ther 
| were—ayes 79, noes 107 

Mr. TUCKER and Mr. CARLISLE called for tellers 

Tellers were ordered; and Mr. SPRINGER and Mr. HASKELL were 
appointed. 

The committee again divided; and the tellers reported—ayes 36 
| noes 99. 


debate upon the pending amend 


ia amendment 





So the amendment was not agreed to 

Mr. McMILLIN I move to amend by striking out the word high 
est,’’ where it occurs in lines 137 and 140, and inserting in lieu thereot 
the word ‘* lowest. 
Mr. Chairman, the amendment offered by the gentleman trom lowa 
| (Mr. KAsson] was strenuously opposed by a number of members be 
| cause it was claimed to be in contravention with the ancient law. That 
claim at least can not arise in opposition to this amendment, because as 
I believe the provision which | move to amend does not date back so 
far as the clause to which the gentleman from Lowa proposed his amend 
ment. 

I can not flatter myself that the relief for which the people of this 
country have so long clamored and clamored in vain will be given by 
this House. It seems, Mr. Chairman, that the admonition given by the 
severe political thrashing to the opposite side of this Hlouse last Novem 
ber is not heeded. It was admitted here, during a session of nine 
months, that there should be a reduction of taxation: and a commis 
sion was appointed to go forth in the country and gather wisdom to he 
poured into the room of the Committee on Ways and Means. ‘Thateom 
mission has done its work; and the tirst action taken by the Committe: 
on Ways and Meuans is to tear asunder that work and make five hundred 
or more amendments toit. They have disregarded the **sinews of wat 
for which one ot those commissioners clamored; they have disregarded 
the appeal for relief that has come up; they have disregarded the be 
interests of the country in almost every instance; and now, as if deter 
mined that no relief should come by accident or design, when article 
| may possibly fall under two different classes, the Committee on Way 
| and Means come before a complaining people and tell them that in such 





a case the clause which gives them the least relief shall be the one to 
| which the articles shall be assigned. It is to correct this injustice that 
| I have offered the pending amendment 

Mr. Chairman, what is the sense and what the use of having ail arti 


| cles which may tall under two schedules placed on that one which pro 
vides the highest duty? Why not legislate for the consumer instead ot 


devoting all our time to the interests of the manufacturers? The num 
berof consumers is vastly greater than that of producers Then why re 
verse the old legislative maxim requir us to work for the greatest 
| good to the greatest number? 

Why. sir, the very criminal at the ber of justice, the man accused of 
crime, is entitled to the benefit of any doubt Int here where doubt 
are to be resolved. instead of giving the mass ot the peopl the benefit 
of the doubt you give it tothe few v ho are interested in the manutact 


ure instead of the many who are consume! 
We have many anomalies in this bill We were told last summes 
that if we would appoint a commission, ib we would select these wise 
’ 


men to traverse the country from city to city and from hotel to hotel, 
we might expect some relict. But when they come back, what does it 


j}all amount to’ The hundred million dollars of relief which it has been 


admitted could be granted without injuring the Treasury has |. 


; 
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fused, and we have after much labor a pitiable reduction proposed in 
the burdens of taxation—not claimed by the most earnest advocates of 
the measure to amount to even $25,000,000; and half of this is to come 
from one article in such a way as not to benefit the consumer. This 
bill increases the duty on many articles. It transfers many from the 
free to the dutiable list. It changes the law of construction and re- 
solves many doubtful cases against the consumer. 
people of this country expected. It isnot what they will have. They 
know their rights and will assert them. The same avalanche which 
struck you in 1882 will sweep you away in1884. Do notdeceive your- 
M ] ves : 

{ Here the hammer fell. ] 

Mr. KASSON. | rise to oppose the amendment and also to speak of 
a clause of the bill now under discussion. That part ofthe pending sec- 
tion after the word ‘‘chargeable’’ is new; neither it nor any part of the 
section has been considered in the committee; hence my desire to bring it 
to the attention of the House. I read the clause to which I wish to 
refer : 

If two or more rates of duty should be applicable to any imported article, 
it shall be classified for duty under the highest of such rates, and in all cases of 
doubt as to the classification for duty of an imported article, such article shall 
be classified at the highest rate of duty. 

I ask gentlemen to consider what will be the effect of this clause if the 
language preceding itshould be adopted, namely, that in every case of 
combined material the rate of duty shall be that imposed upon the ma- 
terial bearing the highest rate. We have enumerated articles and non- 
enumerated articles, and both are provided for in the bill. I do not 
know how you can in this way provide for still another class which shall 
pay the highest of alternate rates. If the gentleman from Pennsylvania 
will give an illustration of how this provision is to operate it will per- 
haps save me from the necessity of offering an amendment. Some 
amendment seems to be necessary in order to fix the rate of duty in cases 
of doubt. The provision here is that these articles shall be classified for 
the highest rate of duty. It seems to me there should be added a clause 
‘subject to the decision of the forum herein provided for.’’ I ask the 
attention of gentlemen who are lawyers that they may decide this ques- 
tion as they think best. It seems to me there should be reserved a 
power of appeal. 

Mr. McKINLEY. Would not that right exist under the law with- 
out any reservation in this section ? 

Mr. KASSON. ‘The trouble is you direct the customs officer to clas- 
sify the article at the highest rate of duty. 

Mr. McKINLEY. But there is an appeal from the decision of the 
collector under this bill. 

Mr. KASSON. In certain cases; but if this should be construed, as 
it might be, to impose a duty by virtue of the classification, there would 
be no appeal. 

Mr. McKINLEY. This does not take away the right of appeal. 

Mr. TOWNSHEND, of Illinois. I move to amend by striking out 
the last two words. 

The more, Mr. Chairman, that we examine into this bill, and the 
more thoroughly we become acquainted with its peculiar provisions, 
the more clearly does it appear to the House that it is the worst tariff 
bill ever reported to the American Congress. Neither the Morrill tariff 
bill nor any previous bill was as thoroughly protective and burdensome 
on consumers. No bill in Congress, not even the one recommended by 
the Tariff Commission, ever contained such a dangerous and oppressive 
clause as the one to which this amendment is offered. It is a complete 
change of the rule of construction in questions of taxation. It clothes 
a mere collecting officer with power to resolve all doubts against the 
importer where unenumerated articles bear a similarity to enumerated 
articles, and imposes upon him the highest tax. 

Now, I would like for some gentleman here to answer the remarks 
made by the gentleman from Kentucky a few moments ago, in 
to the case to which he referred, where, if an article should come in 
chiefly composed of elements bearing a very low rate of duty, yet if it 
contains an element, no matter how small, similar in character to an 
article on which a high duty is fixed—in that case the collector is com- 
manded to impose the highest duty on the whole article. Such a law is 
unfair and can not be defended on grounds of reason and justice, no 
matter how long it may have been on the statute-books. It is seen at 
once that this clause will greatly increase the burdens upon con- 
sumers and increase the bounty to the protected classes. 

I hope the amendment of the gentleman from Tennessee will be 
adopted. — 

The gentlemen from Massachusettsand Pennsylvania, as well as others, 
urged as an objection to the motion of the gentleman from Kentucky 
that the clause he was seeking to amend had stood upon the statute- 
books of this country for over forty years. They cannot in that way jus- 
tify this clause, for it is entirely new. It is an innovation upon the 
tariff system, and, as I have said, changes the rule of construction in 
reference to levying duties. 

Mr. HASKELL. The language that the gentlemen have complained 
of is simply an amplification of that which is contained in the preced- 
ing paragraph. 

Mr. TOWNSHEND, of Illinois. Not at all; it is entirely different. 


It is not what the 
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Mr. HASKELL. It is universally conceded to be an amplificatioy 
clarifying, if I may use the word, of that which has gone before . Th 
section 2499 of the Statutes was under consideration in the « mmitt _ 
of course, necessarily; and the Tariff Commission simply we nt es oa 
illustrate by a sort of half-way argument, as the gentleman fro K 
tucky will remember, when we had the matter up in committe, eed 

Mr. CARLISLE. Yes; and a portion of it was stricken out _ 

Mr. HASKELL. At one time we struck a portion of this phra 
ology out; not because it was harmful, not because it was a new prs, 
ciple or a change of law, but we did not consider it necessary. wee 
lieved that it was sufficiently clear without it; and the worst tha: tao 
be said of this phraseology isthatit is unnecessarily full for the eetthe 
ment of such controversies as are likely to arise and is otherwise 
vided for. me 

Mr. TOWNSHEND, of Illinois. 
ment. 

Mr. HASKELL. 
I will again read: 

_If any non-enumerated article equally resembles two or more enumerated ar 
ticles on which different rates of duty are chargeable there shall be levied, co}. 
lected and paid on such non-enumerated article the same rate of duty as is 
chargeable on the article which it resembles paying the highest duty and on qj} 
articles manufactured from two or more materials the duty shall be assessed 
at the highest rates at which any of its component parts may be chargeable. 

Now, of course the question of doubt will arise as to which of two 
articles is the chief component article. 

Mr. TOWNSHEND, of Illinois. Which heretofore has always heey 
resolved in favor of the importer. 4 

Mr. HASKELL. Never; the gentleman is entirely mistaken. 

Mr. MCMILLIN. Let me say tothe gentleman from Kansas that 
my amendment seeks to reach that class of cases where there are two 
laws that are equally applicable to either case. 

Mr. HASKELL, Exactly, and so you would simply introduce here 
the same idea that was voted down farther on up the page. It is noth 
ing new. 

Mr. CARLISLE. I renew the pro forma amendment. 

In the report made by the Tariff Commission it was recommended 
that in the metal schedule this language should be inserted: 

If two or more rates of duty should be applicable to any imported artige, it 
shall be classified for duty under the highest of such rates, and in all cases of 
doubt as to the classification for duty of an imported article, such article shal! be 
classified at the highest rate of duty. 

The Committee on Ways and Means struck out the following lan 
guage: 

And in all cases of doubt as to the classification for duty of an imported article 
such article shall be classified at the highest rate of duty. 

And the bill which was agreed upon in committee and reported to th: 
House does not contain that clause. But it seems that when the clerk 
came to prepare the bill he preceded it with certain sections which he 
found in the Senate bill, as gentlemen will see by comparison, and this 
language is found there and thus comes before the House, as I believe, 
without the sanction of the Committee on Ways and Means. 

Mr. HASKELL. My recollection was that it was stricken out in the 
committee. 

Mr. CARLISLE. So I have stated. 

Mr. HASKELL. And how the phraseology got back again I have 
forgotten, but suppose it was done by some subsequent action of the 
committee. 

Mr. CARLISLE. Not at all; it was a mistake. 

Mr. McMILLIN. Then what objection have you to letting it go out? 

Mr.CARLISLE. And I desire tosay further that I hope no gentleman 
will understand me to intimate that the clerk of the committee was guilty 
of an impropriety in inserting that language in the bill. He simply 
took what he found in the Senate bill upon the subject, and which had 
already been reported to the Senate, and attached it to the bill, 1 pre- 
sume on the assumption that it was exactly what the Committee on 
Ways and Means had agreed upon. In that way it comes before this 
committee. 

Mr. McKINLEY. And ifthe gentleman will allow me right there 
I will say it was done with the assent of the committee. The matter 
was brought before the committee. I remember it well. 

Mr. CARLISLE. Not when I was present. 

But what I want to say is this: This is a most remarkable provision 
of the law. It directs the customs officer if he in his own breast enter- 
tains a doubt as to the classification of an article to assess it at the high- 
est rate of duty. 

Mr. HASKELL. Will the gentleman allow me to interrupt him long 
enough to read what I believe the committee struck out and see if he 
agrees with me? Beginning at line 138, after the provision: 

If two or more rates of duty should be applicable to any imported article it 
shall be classified for duty under the highest of such rates. 

Then I believe the action of the committee was to strike out these 
words: 


I withdraw the pro forma amend 


In reference to this particular part of the statutes 


And in all cases of doubt as tothe classification for duty of an imported article 
such article shall be classified at the highest rate of duty. 


Those words were all stricken out. 
Mr. CARLISLE. That is what I stated a few moments ago. 














CONGRESSIONAL 


1883. 





— 


Mr. HASKELL. I move that they be stricken out now. 

Mr. CARLISLE. _ I desire to complete what I was saying 

There is no possible method by which you can review the action of 
this customs officer. — There is no tribunal in the country which can 
decide by any possibility whether he entertained a doubt or not. An 
imported article is presented to him for the purpose of having the rates 
of duty assessed upon it, and he assesses the highest rate, and there is, 
[ repeat, no method by which you can ascertain whether he entertained 
a doubt or not; and therefore there is no method by which you can 
correct the assessment. Those words ought to be stricken out, as sug- 

ted by the gentleman from Kansas. 

Mr. HASKELL. If the gentleman from Kentucky will withdraw 
his amendment—— 

Mr. CARLISLE. I do so. 

Mr. HASKELL. I will move then to amend by striking out the 
words I have indicated. 

The CHAIRMAN. An amendment is already pending. The gen- 
tleman from Tennessee [Mr. MCMILLIN] offers an amendment, which 
the Clerk will report. 

The Clerk read as follows: 


In lines 137 and 140 strike out the word “ highest’ and insert the word “ low- 
” 


The question being taken on Mr. MCMILLIN’s amendment, it was 


to 
Mr. HASKELL. Now!I moveto strike out, beginning with line 138, | 


from the word ‘‘and,’’ to the word ‘‘duty,’’ in line 140, 

The Clerk read the words proposed to be stricken out, as tollows: 

And in all cases of doubt as to the classification for duty of an imported article, 
such article shall be classified at the highest rate of duty. 

Mr. WHEELER. I offer the amendment which I send to the desk. 

The Clerk read as follows: 

Insert after the word ‘‘duty,” in line 140, the following 

“But if said non-enumerated article resembles an article on which a specitic 
duty is taxed, and said non-enumerated article is of less value than the article 
which it resembles, the rate of duty upon said article shall be proportioned so 
that the duty upon the non-enumerated article shall be in the same ratio to the 
duty upon the article which it resembles that the value of the non-enumerated 
article bears to the article which it resembles.”’ 

Mr. WHEELER. Mr. Chairman, I respectfully submit to this hon- 
orable body that the amendment proposed by me, which has just been 
read, is very necessary to prevent the possibility, I may say probability, 
and I might say almost certainty of great injustice with regard to the 


tariff tax upon many articles that are imported or that may be im- | 


ported. 

Suppose an article worth 10 cents a gallon happens in the judgment 
of a custom-house official to most resemble an article worth $5 a gallon, 
upon which there is levied a specific tariff tax of 50 centsa gallon; that, 
Mr, Chairman, would be an ad valorem tax of but 10 per cent. 

Under the law as it stands, if in the opinion of an ofticial—and let me 
say here that from his opinion there practically is no appeal—if in his 
opinion the ten-cent article resembles the five-dollar article, he would 
have the power to levy and collect the same specific tariff tax upon the 
cheaper that the law lays upon the more expensive article. 

Therefore without this amendment the tariff tax would be 10 per cent. 
ad valorem on the expensive article, and probably 500 per cent. ad valo- 
rem upon articles of lesser value. 

The advocates of this bill have told us and have told the country that 
the purpose of the bill was to reduce the tariff tax. That is what the 
framers of this bill still insist is its purpose. To attain that end is what 
the dominant party in the House told us was their purpose during the 
First session of this Congress, when they were so earnestly advocating 
the Tariff Commission as a first and formidable step toward a reliet’ to 
our people from the oppressive tariff laws under which for twenty years 
the farming classes have most grievously suffered. 

A reduction in the tariff tax is what we and the country have been 
promised by the Committee on Ways and Means of this House. 

Whether these professions were what they seemed and claimed to he, 
or whether they were the contrary, is the question to be determined by 
the vote of the gentlemen who compose the majority of this body. 

It was upon the theory that the bill proposed and professed to reduce 
the tariff tax and to relieve our people of oppressive burdens that I 
framed the amendment; but the ery of ‘‘ Vote!’ ‘* Vote!’’ before I com- 
menced my remarks was a significant indication that this important 
modification of the bill met but little favor with the managers on the 
other side of the House. 

The entire question is confined almost toasingle word. If the tend- 
ency is to reduce the tariff tax, as is contended, my amendment is neces- 
sary and proper. Ifthe reverse is true, opposition to the amendment 
will of course be expected. 

I can suggest articles that at this moment enter my mind. 
port cotton-seed oil to Europe. By a process to which it is subjected 
in Italy, France, Spain, and other countries it is made to resemble 

olive oil, to which it is of course inferior, and does not sell tor probably 
more than one-fifth of its price. And yet, under this act, when it re- 
turns as an article of import a tariff tax could be assessed upon it the 
same as is assessed upon the pure oil from the olive nut, which possibly 
might be as high as one or two hundred per cent. ad valorem 


We ex- | 
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Now, Mr. Chairman, one word wpon the effect of tariff-tax laws, one 
word upon the history of these laws and some of the evils they have in 
flicted, and one word upon the remedies which this bill ought to provide 

Upon these questions argument has taken; 
It has been asserted, and asserted correctly, that the enactment of laws 
by us which are detrimental to the commercial interests of other nations 
provoke legislation upon their part of a retaliatory nature 

This principle of international retaliation was so ably 
other side an hour ago during the discussion of the amendments pro 
posed to section 2498 that the friends of the measure vielded the ques 
tion and consented to submit to serious restrictions rather than combat 
so acknowledged a theory of commercial policy 

This principle, invoked by the other side of the House and questioned 
by no one, will, I hope, not be forgotten in the further diseussion of the 
important measure now being considered; and this isthe reason why 
articles raised by us to an extent greater than our home consumption 
should be free from tariff tax. 

It will certainly be admitted that all tariff laws enacted by us are in 
one sense detrimental to the commercial interest of other countries 
which seek a market for their products within our borders 

[Here the hammer fell. } 

Mr. HEWITT, of Alabama, was recognized, and 
Mr. WHEELER. 

Mr. WHEELER. I thank my colleague tor his courtesy 

I will say one word on the effect of high tariff upon the comme: 
our country. During the twenty years preceding 1861, with a grad 
ually declining tariff, our tonnage of foreign trade increased from 735,398 
tons in 1841 to 2,496,894, an increase of over 300 per cent 

During this period the tariff tax per cent. dutiable was gradually 
reduced from 32! to 18} From 1861 to 1881 the tariff tax per cent 
dutiable was gradually increased from 18} to over 45, and our foreign 
shipping gradually decreased from 2,496,894 tons in 1861 to 1, 
in isl. Undera gradual reduction of tariff tax we 
shipping threefold in twenty years, and under a 
tariff our foreign tonnage fell mne-half during 


iWide range this morning 
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years. 

Had the same ratio of inerease which we enjoyed prior to 1361 « 
tinued until 1881, our tonnage of foreign trade in ISS1 would ha 
been about eight million tons instead of one and a third million ton 
So much for one view of the tariff wall built around our coast by BR 
publican laws 

From 1861 to 1881 our means of inland transportation by rail i 
increased its mileage from 31,286 miles to 100,000 miles, an increase of 


threefold, exactly what ought to have been the increas 
of trade with intries, and which would hav: 
dition otf our ’ had it not been tor the obst 
structive laws enacted and adhered to by the party now in powet! 
have built a wall around our shores and in retaliation most foreign 1 
tions have built walls a 
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foreign ¢o 


foreign tra ructive and 


round their shores 

Our great inland transportation lines should not stop at the 
board, but they should extend to every part on the globe 

The line of transportation called the New York Central, the lin 
called the Pennsylvania Central, and the line called the Erie Railroad 
and the line called the Baltimore and Ohio Railroad, and the line called 
the Chesapeake and Ohio, and the line called the Norfolk and Western 
Railroad, and the line called the Georgia Central, all in effeet stop at 


| the wall you have built along the shores of the Atlantic 


The laws of Congress ought to be such that American capital would 
seek investment in fleets of would connect the Atlantic 
terminus of each of these lines with every port where people live who 
do or can consume products of American and American industry 
And lines of vessels ought also to connect every such port 
termini on the gulfcoast of the Louisvilleand Nashville and the 
Central. 

Look at the picture now presented Look to-day at the 
cotton-cloth manutieturer with a bale of cotton domestic 
over the tariff wall you have built at New York | at him climb- 
ing the sides of an English vessel Look at him with the perspiration 
on his brow talk to the English captain; this is what he says Mi 
Englishman, I have manutactured a bale of cotton domestic | want to 
sell in the Old World. America has no sh 


vessels which 


soil 
the 
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with 


American 
clambering 
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p to take cross the ocean 


for me, and [ came to ask you to take domestic to England; there 
put it inan English warehouse, reship it on another English vessel, and 
by the side of English goods let it fight its own battle and tind its own 
market.’’ 

The American Congre has no right to place the American manutact 
urer in such a false position 

It is not wisdom It is not statesmanship It is not diplomacy 


Has it never occurred to the advocates of high-tariff that there is 
other duty they owe to American industries than to repeatedly increase 
import duty until they have destroyed our foreign market and confined 
American trade to Ame 

Has your statesmanship never risen to a sufficiently elevated plain to 


SOME 


rican consumers 7 


see that American labor would be subserved if you augmented the ce 


mand for American products by opening to its enterprise the 
the world, thus increasing the patrons of American 


marts ot 


toil from the 50.000 








1750 


000 citizens of the United States to the 1,500,000,000 inhabitants of the 
globe? - 
To have prosperity we must have foreign trade, and to have foreign 
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| indeed, as to the principles upon which taxation should be based, there 


trade we must have a merchant marine for the transportation of our | 


goods across the ocean, and we must no longer see a hundred vessels 
steaming into our ports bearing the British flag where scarcely two are 
to be seen bearing the flag that floats above us, while we are in fact now 
so legislating as to further cireumscribe rather than to extend the ship- 
ping which it is the province of that flag to herald into all the ports of 
the world. 

Yes, Mr. Chairman, to attain these ends we must amend this bill so 
as to secure reciprocal laws in foreign countries, by which insurmount- 
able barriers will be removed which now prevent foreign trade. 


We must remove the unnecessary restrictions and burdens on the for- | 


eign shipping of the country, and we must sweep away the heavy pro- 
tective tariffon materials necessary to the building and equipment of 
ships constructed for our foreign carrying trade. 

To accomplish what I have indicated our untiring efforts should be 
directed. We should not by sudden and unnecessary changes destroy, 
paralyze, or even stagnate any of our industries. 

I am confident I express the views and wishes of the people of Ala- 
bama when | say that in all that broad State, blessed by God as she is 
with a soil unsurpassed in fertility; minerals rich and inexhaustible, a 
climate mild, healthy, and delightful; a generous people—God bless 
ihem—renowned for their courage, virtue, perseverance, and industry. 

This people, Mr. Chairman, oppose no clause in this bill which is neces- 
sury to uphold the best interests of Massachusetts, Pennsylvania, Michi- 
gan, or any other Northern State. 

We are all brothers, and ought to rejoice in each other's prosperity ; 
but the amendments we shall urge are only such as are necessary to 
correct apparent inconsistencies of the bill, protect the weak against the 
strong, the people against the monopolists, and to do justice to labor in 
its neverending and everlasting struggle against undue encroachments 
of capital, 

If this bill can be amended to accomplish these purposes I believe it 
will have almost unanimous support from this side of the House. 

[ Here the hammer fell. ] 

Mr. SIMONTON. LImovetostrike out the last word. Ido not know 
that I understand fully the drift of the pending amendment [laughter]; 
but I think it is a matter worthy of the consideration of the House. 

If | understand the duty laid upon Congress it is a reduction of the 
burdens of taxation. The President, as was his duty under the Consti- 
tution, in advising Congress has advised us to reduce taxation. And 
the Secretary of the Treasury, if I remember his words aright, has said 
that the Treasury Department is embarrassed in disposing of the surplus 
revenue in any legal way. 

Now, it would seem that this bill should be one for the reduction of 
taxation. Yet, instead of reducing taxation it appears to me that every 
proposition which is presented here, where there is a fair chance for a 
reduction of taxation, is resisted by the solid vote of the majority which 
controls this House. Take the votes which have just been taken in re- 
gard to the proposition to take the lowest instead of the highest rate of 
duty under certain circumstances, according to the rule of construction 
that the doubt should be resolved in favor of the tax-payer and against 
the Government where there is a doubt. 

The matter presented by the pending amendment, if I understand it 
properly, covers precisely the same point. It is certainly the duty of 
Congress to reduce taxation in all the instances which have been pre- 
sented to the House. 

Mr. KELLEY. I hope the vote will now be taken. 

Mr. SIMONTON. I withdraw my pro forma amendment. 

Mr. COX, of New York. I renew it for the purpose of re-entforcing 
the statement of my friend from Tennessee [Mr. Simonton]. _ I desire 
to put on record, according to his suggestion and that of the gentleman 
from Pennsylvania [ Mr. KELLEY ] when we limited general debate, the 
admonition of the President of the United States and of the Secretary 
of the Treasury with reference to our enormous surplus revenue. 

The general sentiment of the Administration, which is supposed to be 
represented on the other side, should be reproduced. 

Before making these quotations, may I not demand from the present 
majority of the House generous and decent respect for the opinions of 
their own President and Secretary of the Treasury ? 

It is no matter to me that the Republicans gave Judge Folger so large 
a minority. I respect the man andstatesman. The Republican party 
was as much honored as it was possible by his selection for the Treas- 
ury Department and by his gubernatorial nomination. Because they 
failed to heed his advice and that of the President they were over- 
whelmed. 

What is the Executive advice to us? 
of the President: 

I heartily approve the Secretary's recommendation of immediate and exten- 
sive reductions in the annual revenues of the Government, 

It will be remembered that I urged upon the attention of Congress at its last 
session the importance of relieving the industry and enterprise of the country 
from the pressure of unnecessary taxation. It is one of the tritest maxims of 
political coonomy that all taxes are burdensome, however wisely and prudently 


imposed. And though there have always been among our people wide differ- 
ences of sentiment as to the best methods of raising the national revenues, and, 


I quote from the last message 


| question aroused at the last session of Congress that the policy of dim iy 





| surplus was more than one hundred and forty-five millions, 


ence has taught, is ever the bane of an overflowing Treasury. 
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substantial accord in the doctrine that only such taxes ought to be ley has been 


necessary for a wise and economical administration of the Government, “aeare 
the public revenues have far exceeded that limit, and unless checked by Of late 
priate legislation such excess will continue to increase from year to yeu. oY” 
the fiscal year ended June 30, 1881, the surplus revenue amounted ¢. ar or 
dred millions of dollars; for the fiscal year ended on the 30th of 






»one hun 
June last thy 
The report of the Secretary shows what disposition has been made of } 
moneys. They have not only answered the requirements of the <j; king ; soo 
but have afforded a large balance applicable to other reductions of the | oa 
debt. taaaaae 

But | renew the expression of my conviction that such rapid extin 2y) 
of the national indebtedness as is now taking place is by no means « 
congratulation ; it isa cause rather for serious apprehension. 

If it continues it must speedily be followed by one of the evil results «, 
set forth in the report of the Secretary. 

Hither the surplus must lie idle in the Treasury, or the Government y 
forced to buy, at market rates, its bonds not then redeemable, and which. ys), 
such circumstances, can not fail to command an enormous premium. : r th 
swollen revenues will be devoted to extravagant expenditure, which. : 
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Catise for 


Curly 
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It was made apparent in the course of the animated discussions whyjo) this 
shir 

the revenue by reducing taxation commanded the general approval of the ae 

bers of both Houses, 

I regret that because of conflicting views as to the best methods by which t), at 
policy should be made operative none of its benefits have as yet been reayod 

In fulfillment of what I deem my constitutional duty, but with little hope that 
I can make valuable contribution to this vexed question, I shall proceed to j, 
timate briefly my own views in relation to it. 

Upon the showing of our financial condition at the close of the last fiscal you, 
I felt justified in recommending to Congress the abolition of all internal-reyeyy, 
taxes except those upon tobacco in its various forms and upon distilled spirii. 
and fermented liquors ; and except also the special tax upon the manufacture 
of and dealers in such articles, 

I venture now to suggest that, unless it shall be ascertained that the proba), 
expenditures of the Government forthe coming year have been underestimated 
allinternal taxes save those which relate to distilled spirits can be prudent), 
abrogated. 

Such a course, if accompanied by 4 simplification of the machinery of 
tion, would then be easy of accomplishment. 


The President had already advised us : 
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Upon the showing of our financial condition at the close of the last fiscal yeu; 
I felt justified in recommending to Congress the abolition of internal-reyeny 
taxes, except those upon tobacco, in its various forms, and upon distilled spirits 
and fermented liquors, and except also the special tax upon the manufacturers 
and dealers in such articles. I venture now to suggest that unless it shal! be 
ascertained that the probable expenditures of the Government for the coming 
year have been underestimated, all internal taxes save those which relate to dis 
tilled spirits can be prudently abrogated. Such a course, if accompanied by a 
simplification of the machinery of collection, which would then be easy of « 
complishment, might reasonably be expected to result in diminishing the cost 
of such collection by at least $2,500,000, and in the retirement from office of from 
1,500 to 2,000 persons. 


As to tariff reduction, the President said in the same message: 


Without entering into minute details which, under present circumstances, is 
quite unnecessary, I recommend an enlargement of the free-list so as to include 
within it the numerous articles which yield inconsiderable revenue ; a simplifi 
cation of the complex and inconsistent schedule of duties upon certain manv- 
factures, particularly those of cotton, iron, and steel, and a substantial reduction 
of duties upon those articles and upon sugar, molasses, silk, wool, and woolen 
goods. If a general! revision of the tariff shall be found to be impracticable at 
this session, I express the hope that at least some of the more conspicuous in 
equalities of the present law may be co before your final adjournment 

Does the Secretary of the Treasury say, with similar emphasis, the 
same thing in his report of December 4, 1882? 

After showing the ordinary revenues for the fiscal year ending June 
30, 1882, to be $403,525,250.28, he shows the ordinary expenditures 
for the same year to be $257,981,439.57. The surplus is over one hun 
dred and forty-five millions and a half! 

In other words, we are now collecting from one and a quarter to one 
and a half millions of dollars of revenue every day. We have piled up 
a surplus in the Treasury, as the statement of the Secretary of the 
Treasury will show. We have been asked by the Secretary of the Treas 
ury and by the President to cut down internal taxes and to reduce the 
tariff. 

Read how pitiably he pleads to this dying Congress. His appeal 
goes to the very heart of Wall and Broad streets; but it fails to touch 
this insensate Committee on Ways and Means. Here is his appea! 

REDUCTION OF TAXATION. 

The Treasury Department was created by act of Congress, chapter 12, of th 
year 1789. By the second section it was made the duty of the Secret ary “ todigest 
and prepare plans for the improvemet of the revenue.”” The word improvemen' 
meant enlargement. The need was for more revenue, and the lack was of sub 
jects from which it might betaken. In thatsense that duty is now without care 
The times have changed. What now perplexes the Secretary is not wheretrom 
he may get revenue and enough for the pressing needs of the Government, but 
whereby he shall turn back into the flow of business the more than enough for 
those needs that has been drawn from the people. 

There are now in the Treasury unused assets to a large amount, and the daily 
receipts into the Treasury from customs and internal-revenue taxation are about 
a million and a quarter. 4 . , : 

It is plain from this, and the statement with which this report begins of th 
estimated expenditures for the next fiscal year, that the receipts from reyenu 
are, and are likely to be, in excess of the needs of the Government. | = 

From the meuminy between daily large receipts and comparativ: ly small 
daily disbursements there comes an evil effect upon the business of the country 
The collections by Government are taken outof the money market in sums an’ 
at dates which have little or no agreement with the natural movement of money, 
and are returned to it with the same inadaptation to commercial or fnancla 
requirements, Occasionally the large disbursements of the Government hav: 
created a plethora of money; more frequently its large and continued w itb- 
drawals of money have caused such a searcity of floating capital as to check th 
proper movement of legitimate business. ‘ i ; 

It is not only that the amount in the Treasury is so much kept from the use 
of community ; the fact becomes an incentive and an aid to men who for thei 
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wn ends conspire to keep from that use other large sums. We have believed 
th t the laws of the State against primogeniture, the entail of estates, and the 
: vumulation of posoonel property, stood in the way of heaping up wealth in 
= ele hands, and gathering in single hands the power over others that great 
poo = gives. But so it is, that to-day men are so rich that by conspiring to- 
weer they can at will put and hold hand on near as much money as Govern- 
an ean lay hand to, save by the use of its credit. 


For myself, I expressed myself at the last session in favor of the total 


abolition of the internal-revenue system as a vicious system. If gen- 
tlemen want to continue it for whisky or tobacco, let them propose a 


plan either to delegate its collection by the customs oflicers or by the | 


states. The system is too bad, too old, too effete. It is espionage and 
corruption. Most hearty haters were Jefferson and Madison. _ They 
represent the people then and now. Its returns do not pay for the 
demoralization. 

If this committee had reported a fair tariff rate on woolens, silks, 
and cottons, steel and iron, &c., and other coarse matters, so as to re- 
lieve our trade and commerce and help our consumers only a little, 
instead of making a great vociferation about little reliefs, when they 
meant to help only the monopolists; if they had made some worthy re- 
ductions, they might have been restored to public contidence. These 
schedules are the veriest shams. There will not be anything left of 
them in ten days if they allow the five-minute men to debate in the 
interest of the people. 

In every instance thus far this debate demonstrates the tact that 
gentlemen on the other side of the House are not reducing taxation. 
When we come to chemicals I can show that they are not even reducing 
them much. They are not reducing taxation so as to give that thorough 
and complete reform and relief which both your Secretary and your 
President demand. 

Perhaps the gentleman from Pennsylvania [Mr. KELLY ], in common 


V5l 


Mr. ERRETT. — Lobject toa gentleman handing over his five minutes 
to one who has already spoken tive minutes 

Mr. COX, of New York. Mr. Chairman, I wanted to call attention to 
the fact that there is a falling off in our exportations and an increase ot 
our importations. The great body of our exportations is made up ot 
cotton and breadstufl Our cotton last year is 29 per cent., our bread 
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and breadstuffs 25 per cent., making 54 per cent In tact our whole 
agricultural exports amount to over 75 per cent 

Mr. TOWNSHEND, of Ilinois. Eighty 

Mr. COX, of New York. Yes: nearly 80 per cent., and yet this bill 
does not relieve the tiarm: who make the « x ports—the ‘products of 
| this country 

Does this make your trade with other nations healthful and fair? 
| This bill is full of all sorts of selfish and mean restrictions to hel » greed 
by bounty 

We are entitled to speak not mere] r the firme but for the arti 


hem that the 


suns. It is claimed for t receive the blessings of protes 
tion from this miserable subterfuc: Why t Paterson. New Jer 
sey, and other places where these pets of protection, these workers in 
silk, &e., live. they must resolve in this way somewhat 
| Resolved, That in view of the fact that the w sof operatives d AVET UE 
| Sa week, and that w res have been reduced abx P per ee per 
| cent. tariff, this meeting considers it advisable to make t il representations 
on the subject to the Congressional tariff commniitte ane NECOSSAT send nr 
delegation to Washington to appear before that committe 
Have these men been relieved by your tarit! svst Vh do 
you remember the picture given here by my friend trom Hlinois | Mi 
LOWNSHEND | the other day of the tariff-mongers? Do you remembe 
the composite and isolated ambition in the noble pursuit of avarice, a 
he illustrated it * 
A member of this House, not a Democrat, but interested in thir levi 


with most of us, has received from the manufacturers of textile fabrics | 


in Philadelphia a ‘‘whereas’’ that there are now idle in Philadelphia 
and vicinity 10,000 looms which the manufacturers are unable to start 
on account of their inability to forecast the course of legislation by Con- 
gress, and the consequence is that 20,000 people are out of employment. 
That may or may not be true. 

What a commentary on the protective system! and on the most pro- 
tected article under it, excepting, perhaps, iron and steel. 

Now, I would not impede this legislation to-day; but I declare that 
we are entitled to some little fairness in debate. We ought to have 
our share of discussion on these subjects as they come up, without gen- 
tlemen on the other side crying, ‘* Vote!’’ ‘‘ Vote!’ 

Several MEMBERS (on the Republican side). Vote! Vote! 

Mr. COX, of New York. Well, you cried, ‘‘ Vote!’’ ‘‘ Vote!’ last 
fall and you did not get them! [Laughter on the Democratic side. } 
And you can not get any votes on this side until we please. 

Mr. BAYNE. We will get them next year if you defeat this bill, 
and ‘‘don’t you forget it.’’ [Laughter. ] 

Mr. ERMENTROUT. We will see about that. 

Mr. KELLEY. Will the gentleman permit me to ask him a ques- 
tion? ° 

Mr. COX, of New York. I would like to speak out my five minutes. 

Mr. KELLEY. The gentleman says that they are entitled to dis- 
cuss all propositions. I would like him to tell us the proposition which 
he 4 now discussing in the amendment beforethe committee. [Laugh- 
ter. 

Mr. COX, of New York. I am discussing your failure to reduce 
taxation, and your consequent inability to be in the next Congress in a 
majority. [Laughter. ] 

Mr. KELLEY. General debate closed last Saturday. 

Mr. COX, of New York. And if the Sergeant-at-Arms, whose duty 
it is to preserve order, would only take that mace with the silver eagle 


on it and go around here and tap on the forehead the men who cry out. 


“Vote!’’ “‘ Vote!’’ there would not be any brains lost. 
ter. ] 
A MEMBER. Let us vote. 
Mr. COX, of New York. There is another one. [Continued laugh- 
ter.] I thought that when the brains were out the man would die. 
The CHAIRMAN. Thetime of the gentleman is expired. 
Mr. COX, of New York. Has my time really expired? 
Mr. HASKELL. I will yield my time. 
The CHAIRMAN. Does the gentleman withdraw his pro forma 
amendment ? 
Mr. COX, of New York. The gentleman from Kansas [Mr. HAs- 
KELL] gives me his five minutes. 
Mr. ERRETT. I object to one gentleman handing over his time to 
another. 
Mr, COX, of New York. 
he ERRETT] is too late. 
Laughter. ] 
Mr. HASKELL. Let me say before the gentleman goes on—— 
Mr. COX, of New York. I will not make any conditions. Unless! 
can get the floor free I do not want it. 
_ Mr. HASKELL. The gentleman from New York deplores the stand- 
ing idle of 10,000 looms in Philadelphia, and we can not start those 
looms until he stops talking 


[Great laugh- 


My friend from the Pittsburgh district 
Iam now under the protection of Kansas. 


lation, told me that he never saw such a selfish, greedy, miserly brood 

of cormorants as flooded the room of the Committee on Ways and Means 

during these tariffdeviltries. ** L believe,’’ said he, ‘*that many of them 

would even go down to hell and barter its ashes at 100 per cent. ad va 

lorem to protect themselves after they get there [| Laughter. ] 
I withdraw my pro forma amendment 


The question being taken on the amendment of Mr. WHEELER, it 
was not agreed to 

Mr. SPARKS I offer the amend-nent whik h I send to the desk 

The Clerk read as follows 

After the word “article,” in line 131, strike out all down to and including the 


word “duty,” in line 132, and insert the words “the 
articles of which it is composed 
In line 134 strike out 


average rate of duty of the 


highest’ and insert “average and in same line and 

line 135 strike out the words “any” and “of; and in line 137 strike out the 
word “highest” and insert “average 

Mr. SPARKS. Mr. Chairman, I have offered this amendment in 


good faith. If gentlemen will examine the bill they will find that the 
amendment has the effect of making this assessment as fair and equita 
ble as it is possible to make it. Propositions to strike out the word 
**highest’’ and insert rates have been made and voted down 
by the committee. There has also been a proposition to change from 
specific to ad valorem duties offered by my friend from Alabama {Mr 
WHEELER], which has also been voted down. Now, my amendment, 
as gentlemen will see if they will examine it in connection with the 
bill, aims simply at a fair classification and makes the rate of assess 
ment the ‘average ’’ of the ratings of duties of all the articles comprised 
in the class. 

I wish it distinctly understood, however, Mr. Chairman, in thi 
ginning of this discussion (for I think I am warranted in saying to gen 
tlemen on the other side of the House that they are now but in the be 
ginning of this discussion) that I care but little about this amendment, 
for I am against this whole bill even should it include this amend 


‘lowest ”’ 


be 


ment. Sir, I regard the tariff bill now presented by the Ways and Means 
Committee as a cheat and a sham. I use no equivocal language, but 
want the people whom I specially represent and the whole country to 
know that I so regard it, and have much pleasure here and now in say 
ing so. Why, sir, your Tariff Commission, which has so 1 con 
tributed to this bill, was a ** packed jury,”’ known to be such, and put 
up as such. it was composed of men directly interested in the ** pro 
| tective’’ policy. I can mention the names, if necessary, and will dose 
| if they are called for It was gotten up thir h the instrumentality of 


| upon whom the burdens rest wit 


| 
| 
t 


Which legislative 
e given them for the purpose 

time deluding the people 
ful pret reforming 


a class of men who have grown rich upon the bounty 
favoritism and discrimination has heretofor 
of perpetuating that bounty, 


and at th 


h the deceit ense of 
the tariff.”’ 

Everybody knew ould present in its report 
when it was a are not therefore unprepared to meet it 
We knew they would present something unfiir, something in the inter 
ests of the few rich men and monopolists, and to the prejudice of the 
great laboring millionsofthecountry. We were sure they would dothat 
We expected it, and are not disappointed that we have got it And the 

Xx] ’ HSappe got 
Ways and Means Committee in acting upon the report of the commais 
sion have but intensified the wrong, by bringing in the bill now under 
consideration 


what that conimission 


ppomnte d. and we 
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Why, sir, they are pretending in this bill to give relief to the country. 
That is the pretense upon the tongue of every hired lobbyist and orator 
and circulated with flaming headlines in the subsidized press of these 
‘protected monopolists’’ throughout the country—that ‘‘the people 
are to have relief by this discriminative legislation.’’ Sir, is there any 
relief of the burdens of taxation to the people in this bill? Wherein 
you find any reduction of taxation in the bill you will find it to be upon 
articles as to which the duties are now prohibitory and are still left sub- 
stantially so. There is no relief here for the people. If-there be any 
reduction it is not such reduction as relieves any of the burdens now 
resting upon the men who pay the taxes. The bill is a sham and a 
cheat. 1 will not vote forasham and a cheat. I desire to be respectful 
to all men, and especially so to those with whom I am associated on this 
floor; but I must be allowed to express my own convictions in my own 
way. 

I desire further to say that the arguments used by its advocates in 
defense of the bill are in my judgment very much like the bill itself, so 
glossed with deceitful verbiage as todelude and cheat the country. Take 
for example the argumentof my good friend from Ohio [Mr. McKIN- 
LEY } (a gentleman for whom I have the highest respect, and I am quite 
sure that he knows it). 

In the very elaborate speech made by him in this House two days 
ago in discussing the clause relating to the increased duties imposed 
upon cotton-ties, with an adroitness equaled only by its want of can- 
dor, he endeavored to convince the House that the ‘‘ protected’? manu- 
facturer of cotton goods paid not only the enhanced duty upon the ties 
but 11 cents per pound for them, when their original cost was but 34 
cents per pound. My friend must have known that that argument was 
deceitful and unfair. 

{Here the hammer fell. ] 

The CHAIRMAN. The question is on agreeing to the amendment 
of the gentleman from Illinois. . 

The committee divided; and there were—ayes 69, noes 104. 

Mr. SPARKS. On that vote I demand tellers. 

Tellers were ordered. 

Mr. SPARKS and Mr. HASKELL were appointed tellers. 

The committee again divided; and the tellers reported—ayes 63, 
noes 102. 

So (no further count being demanded) the amendment was not 
agreed to, 

Mr. CARLISLE. I move to amend in line 141 by striking out the 
word ‘‘and’’ where it occurs after the word ‘‘ quality ’’ and inserting the 
word ‘‘or;’’ and strike out the word ‘‘and’’ after the word ‘‘texture”’ 
and insert the word ‘‘or.’’ 

The CHAIRMAN. The clerk will report the amendment proposed 
by the gentleman from Kentucky. 

The Clerk read as follows: 

Strike out in line 141 the word “‘and”’ where it occurs after the word “ quality” 
and insertthe word “or;” and strike outthe word “and” after the word “text- 
ure" in the same line, and insertthe word “or;’’ so that it will read: “ that non- 
enumerated articles similar in material and quality or texture or the use to which 
they may be applied.” 

Mr. CARLISLE. Gentlemen will observe the first clause of this sec- 
tion reads as follows: 

There shal! be levied, collected, and paid on each and every non-enumerated 
article which bears a similitude, either in material, quality, texture, or the use 
to which it may be applied, to any article enumerated in this title as chargeable 
with duty, the same rate of duty whichis levied and cna on the enumerated 
article which it most resembles in any of the particulars before mentioned. 


Mr. HASKELL. You makea grammatical change so that the latter 
part of the section shall conform to the first part? 

Mr. CARLISLE. Yes, that is the object of the amendment, so that 
when we come to the free-list that list shall have the benefit of thesame 
phraseology we give to the dutiable list. 

Mr. KELLEY. Agreed. 

The CHAIRMAN. The question is on the amendment proposed by 
the gentleman from Kentucky. 

The amendment was agreed to. 

Mr. MORRISON, I send an amendment which I offer to this section. 

The Clerk read as follows: 

Add at the end of line 144: 

* And sections 2907 and 2908 of the Revised Statutes of the United States be, and 
the same are hereby, repealed." 

Mr. MORRISON. All that is here proposed appears in the bill after 
the schedule of rates. The sections repealed are those which add to the 
dutiable value and also to the duties the cost of transportation and com- 
missions from the seaport to the place where the goods are made or pro- 
duced. And itaddsa material element, aconsiderable part of the value, 
and increases in some respects in fact the duty on all the goods which 
are imported under ad valorem rates. I think that this provision 
should precede the schedule of rates,so that we may know certainly 
whether it is to be a part of the law or not. It is embodied in the bill, 
and this only changes its position. 

Mr. RANDALL. It is only a question of where it shall come in. 
It is already embodied in the bill. 

Mr. KELLEY. I believe, Mr. Chairman, that we have no better 
place in which to insert this provision than here. I have no objection, 
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now and inserted at this point. 

Mr. HASKELL. I would like to have that question definitely 
tled. It has been charged in some quarters that we did not 
repeal these sections at all. Now, I want to show that we 
of making this repeal. 

Mr. KELLEY. As I have said I donot know thatthereis any je, 
place in the whole bill than hge. I tis already, as I havesaid, ex}, 
in the bill and will be found on page 129. 

Mr. VALENTINE. The numbers of the sections proposed to }je re 
pealed are given there 2907 and 2908. 

Mr. MORRISON. I have so stated. 

Mr. KELLEY. I hope there will be authority to insert it at th). 

int. 

Mr. McKINLEY. Ido not desire to differ with the chairman of ¢), 
Committee on Ways and Means, but it does seem to me that we shoulq 
take these matters as we reach them in the order of the bill. That » 
peal is*provided for further on, and I do not see why we should inte; 
polate it here. I therefore ask the gentleman from Dlinois to withdray 
his amendment, to be inserted at the proper time and place. 

Mr. MORRISON. If I can getan assurance from the gentleman fro) 
Pennsylvania and also the gentleman from Ohio that they will support it 
after we have adopted the rates upon the hypothesis that it is to be 
adopted, I have no objection to withdrawing it for the present. 

Mr. RANDALL. The assurance had better come from the House. 

Mr. MCKINLEY. Formy part, Mr. Chairman, in answer to the gen- 
tleman from Illinois, I will say that I am for this bill, and theretore fo; 
the repeal suggested in his amendment, and shall vote for it when we 
reach it in its proper order. 

Mr. MORRISON. Why not adopt it here? 

Mr. MCKINLEY. Because it does not belong here. 

Mr. KELLEY. I desire my colleague on the committee to permit m 
to say this: that it occurred to me and to other members of the Com- 
mittee on Ways and Means with whom I have had an opportunity o/ 
conferring, that much of our future debate will be simplified by bringing 
these paragraphs forward from where they were inserted in the origina! 
bill, with the concurrence, I think, unanimously of the Committee on 
Ways and Means—I do not say this positively, but believe so—to insert 
them here. I believe, as I have said, it will simplify matters to bring 
them forward and dispose of them now, so that that question will noi 
arise while the rates are being disposed of, as to whether or not this 
change will be made. [Cries of ‘Question !’’] 

The CHAIRMAN. The question is on agreeing to the amendment 
proposed by the gentleman from Illinois. 

The amendment was agreed to. 

Mr. RANDALL. Will the gentleman from Pennsylvania move an 
amendment so that there will follow those two sections what is known 
as the appraisal clause ? 

Mr. KELLEY. Will the gentleman refer to the page ? 

Mr. RANDALL. The gentleman next to the chairman of the com 
mittee has it. ; 

The CHAIRMAN. The Clerk will continue the reading of the bill 

The Clerk read the following: 

Sec. 2501. Upon the reimportation of articles once exported of the growth, 
emege or manufacture of the United States, upon which no internal tax has 

pn assessed or paid, or upon which such tax has been paid and refunded by 
allowance or drawback, there shall be levied, collected, and paid a duty equa! 
to the tax imposed by the internal-revenue laws upon such articles. 

Mr. WHITE. I offer the amendment which I send to the desk. 

The Clerk read as follows: 

In line 150 strike out the words “equal to” and insert in lieu thereof the word 
“double;"’ so that it will read : 

“There shall be levied, collected, and paid a duty double the tax imposed by 
the internal-revenue laws upon such articles.” 

Mr. WHITE. Mr. Chairman, I should like for some member of the 
committee who has not undertaken to defend the whisky bill on this 
floor to inform me whether this is not an attempt to accomplish by indi- 
rection what this House has positively refused to do by direct legislation. 

Mr. DINGLEY. Is not this the law now? 

Mr. WHITE. If it is the law now, why put it in this bill? 

Mr. HASKELL. We are re-enacting the entire title. 

Mr. WHITE. If it is the law now it is a bad law and ought to |x 
repealed. 

A MEMBER. Make your motion. 

Mr. WHITE. I have made my motion, and desire to say but a word 
in support of it. 

We have now, Mr. Chairman, 84,000,000 gallons of distilled spirits 
which will come out of bond if the law is not changed in some way 8? 
as to give relief to those men who have overproduced this abominalle 
stuff. It will notcome out, as has been stated by the whisky ring’s Cin- 
cinnati Gazette, which ran the temperance campaign in the State o! 
Ohio last fall to the loss of the Republican party there, but it will come 
out of bond from month to month until November, 1885—84,000,000 
gallons which are now in bond will come out unless under some law 01 
this kind they are permitted to ship it abroad to be aged in some other 
country and to be shipped back into this country free of tax or as neat 
that as possible. 
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This goes far to convince me of the truth of a statement that was 
on this floor last year, that there seems to be an understanding 


ade - a : ; ; 
= n some 8 -tariff men and some special-whisky men that is 


betwee 
doing no credl : ress 
party, which is responsible for its 


legislation. I ask for some explana- 


tion. 1 desire some one to deny, point blank, that I state the exact 
fact when I state this is an attempt by indirection to give relief to this 


vast bonded-whisky interest which has been denied them by straight- 
forward, honest legislation. They came in here last year and slipped 
the bond-extension bill through under a suspension ot the rules, which 
I need not take up the time ot the House to say was infamous, for the 
action of the House this year has been entirely different and condem- 
natory of last year’s rash legislation on this subject. 

Mr. HASKELL. _I desire to reply to the gentleman from Kentucky, 
because I am one of the persons he has alluded to. I am opposed to 
the reduction of the tax on whisky and tobacco. I am willing to state 
it now before the bill is underconsideration; and I purpose to fight that 
battle through to the end of this Congress, But this clause to which 
the gentleman refers was put into the United States Statutes in 1566, 
and has been there ever since unchanged. 

Now, this is done for this purpose; I will give an illustration. It 
covers @ multitude of articles; but it would be useless to multiply illus- 
trations. Takegumshellac. But for this clause an American importer 
of gum shellac can send it to Canada, mix it with alcohol in Canada, 
make out of it shellac varnish, and reimport it into the United States 
in competition with the manufacturer who has used domestic alcohol 
on which he has paid a tax of $1.80 a gallon, while the other man could 
reimport it by paying 60 or 70 cents a gallon. 

And so all through the list of crude articles, which but for this sec- 
tion could be sent out of the United States to a West Indian island, be 
manufactured there and returned in competition with manufactures of 
articles in the United States requiring alcohol, on which our manufact- 
urers have paid a tax of $1.80. That is the old law, and I give my 
friend from Kentucky my personal word of assurance as well as that of 
a member on the floor that what I have stated is the scope and intend- 
ment of the section, and nothing else. 

Mr. WHITE. Will the gentleman from Kansas allow me to ask him 
whether under that section the men who now have distilled spirits in 
bond can not export them to Canada and allow them to remain there 
an indefinite length of time, having all the aging they like, and then 
ship them back by paying 90 cents a gallon? 

Mr. HASKELL. Yes; 90 cents on a proof-gallon. That is the law 
under which you have lived since 1866; and your alcohol and whisky 
distillers have had thesame opportunity ever since that year which is 
given in this bill; for.this section is a verbatim copy of the present stat- 
ute, and that has worked no harm. We put it in this bill so as to re- 
enact the entire title. 

Mr. MORRISON. I move to strike out the last word. 

In response to the gentleman from Kentucky [| Mr. Wuire] I want 
to state what I understand this particular provision of the bill to mean. 

This protective system, notwithstanding all professions to the con- 
trary, has not yet furnished us out in Illinois a market for our corn, 
and we are compelled for a large portion of it to find a market in the 
Old World, and in doing that much of the value is consumed in trans- 
portation. We have learned that by converting the corn into alcohol 


we can put two bushels of corn into half a bushel of alcohol; so that if 


we put it in alcohol we get our product to the markets of the Old World 
at half what it costs us if we keep it in corn. And sometimes we have 


what very often whisky men are accused of having: we have overpro- | 


duction in this country and we hunt for a foreign market, and aiter 


crossing the water we find no market there, and have to bring our prod- | 


uct back. 

Some of our people in Illinois are said to be very smart. The gen- 
tleman from Kentucky [Mr. WHITE] must know that they are required 
to pay no internal revenue when they export alcohol. 

Mr. WHITE. Will the gentleman allow me just there? 

Mr. MORRISON. Yes. 

Mr. WHITE. When was that the law? 


Mr. MORRISON. It has always been the law that no duty is paid 
on alcohol exported. 
Mr. WHITE. My friend does not understand my question. If I 


understand him, he says that alcohol taken out of the distillery pays 
no tax to the Government ? 

Mr. MORRISON. Not if it is exported. 

Mr. WHITE. When was that the law? 

M.. MORRISON. It has always been the law. 

Mr. WHITE. That it shall pay no tax to the United States Gov- 
ernment? 

Mr. MORRISON. Certainly not; that is the Constitution of your 
country which you took an oath to support when you came here. 

Mr. SINGLETON, of Illinois. The Constitution provides that no 
duty shall be levied on exports. 

Mr. MORRISON. We have some very smart people in Illinois who 
make alcohol. If you do not regulate this matter of exporting, they 
may take this whisky out of the warehouses, pretending to export it, 
take it out on the ocean a short distance, and then bring it back again 
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and putit on the market without paying one cent of internal tax. Now, 
if you do not require them to pay the tax when they bring it back 


| again, then you will get no tax upon it, for you do not require any to 


redit to this Congress and a great deal less to the Republican | 


be paid when they export Phat is all this section means 
Mr. THOMPSON, of Kentue! L ask the gentleman from Illinois 
[Mr. MorkISON ] to withdraw his pro sorma amendment. 
Mr. MORRISON. I will do 
The CHAIRMAN. Debate is not exhausted on that amendment 
Mr. THOMPSON, of Kentucky. I propose to offer an amendment 
to the amendment of the gentleman irom Kentucky [Mr. Wurre], it 
I understand his amendment. My amendment is as follows 


| 
KV. 
SO. 


+ 
n 


That all articles now in bond which are subject to 
which can be exported under the » may remain in bond two years longer 
than now allowed by law, on the payment of 5 per cent. interest on the tax 
securing the same by proper and suflicient bonds, to be secured by suflicient 
sureties to be approved by the Secretary of the Treasury 


Mr. KELLEY. 


it is not germane. 


an internal-revenue tax 
law 


I make the point of order on that amendment that 


Mr. COX, ot New York It is neither German nor laget [ Laugh 
ter. ] 

Mr. MCKENZIE. You can not get it out on that point of ordei 

Mr. THOMPSON, of Kentuc ky. Not ve ry well 

Mr. KELLEY. It is also a provision contained in several pending 
bills. 

Mr. THOMPSON, of Kentuc ky I would like to be heard on the 


point of order. 

The CHAIRMAN. 
of order. 

Mr. THOMPSON, of Kentucky Phe object to be attained by 
amendment is very evident to the House. If the amendment ot 
colleague [Mr. WHIre] shall be adopted it will prohibit those who ar 
now oppressed by an internal-revenue tax of 500 per cent. on th 
whisky in bond irom obtaining any relief. The only relief they now 
have under the law is to export that whisky, 
the tax 


Che Chair will hear the gentleman on the point 
; | 


ill 


so as to Keep from paying 


If they are to be fenced pas they are now by an entorced collection 
| of the tax, then there ought to be some remedy provided for them. 11 
| they are not to be allowed to relieve themselves of the surplus reduc 
| tion under the weight of which they are now laboring by « \ portation 
| and reimportation under the law, then they ought at least to have the 
| extension of time to enable them to prepare to meet the emergency 


which the amendment ot man Will thrust upon them 

The law as it now stands provides t the 56,000,000 
Bourbon whisky which is now in warehouses in the State of Kentucky 
ean all be exported to the Sandwich Islands, 1 


| 
} 
} bhitt ralions of 


WwW 


wv instance, and kept there 


an indefinite length of time and then reimported at less expense than 
the 5 per cent. which the Government would charge them even if the 
extended bonded period should be granted hey have the right under 
the law as it now stands to relieve themselves of the burden of ove I 


production in that way. 

Theamendment ot the gentleman trom Kentucky [| Mr. Witrre] would 
compel them, if they reimported the manutactures of whisky and to 
bacco, important manufactures in our State, to pay a rate of duty equal 
to double the internal-revenue tax now laid upon those articles. Tsay 
that it is not more than fair that before that amendment shall tal 
effect they shall have at least two years in which to get ready for it 

Mr. WHITE. Will my colleague allow me to ask him a question? 

Mr. THOMPSON, of Kentucky. Certainly 

Mr. WHITE. Under what did these distillers overproduce 
Was it under the Democratic law of 1879 and 1880? 

Mr. THOMPSON, of Kentucky. They overproduced under the gen 
erallaw. The law has been modified time and again, not only by Demo 


| 
| 
| 


hai 


| cratic but by Republican Congresses. But so far as that is concerned, 

| there is no overproduction There are now 24,000,000 eallonsof whisky 

| in bond, and every year we consume nearly that amount 

| Mr. HORR. I would ask the gentleman if he is not di that 
the point of order lies against his amendment ? 

} Mr. THOMPSON, of Kentus ky. L am satistic t! the ¢ 

| hot yet ruled on it. 

} The CHAIRMAN. The Chair is ready to pa ahi Ube point ol rdea 

| Does the gentleman insist on his amendment ” 

Mr. THOMPSON, of Kentucky Only in case the amendment of 

my colleague [Mr. Witttre]} shall be adopted 

| The CHAIRMAN. The Chair sustains the point of order that the 

proposed amendment is not germane to the pending paragraph Lhe 


question recurs on the amendiment of the gentleman from Kentucky 
| Mr. WHITE | on the left of the Chair, and the time tor debate on that 
amendment has been exhausted 

Mr. BUTTERWOR'! I I move to amend hy striking out the last 
word. I shall have very little tosay in regard to the amendment offerec 


by my friend trom Kentucky 
Several MEMBERS. W 
Mr. BUTTERWORTH I appr hend it wubl be voted down, tor | 
submit it is not conceived in wisdom. But I want to avail my 
this opportunity to say one word touching the subject-matter of whic! 
the amendment treats, to wit, the liquor interest 


\< 


will vote it down. 


Cii 
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{ am glad to see the zeal with which our brethren address themselves 
to the protection of our American industry. If one trip-hammer stops 
in Pennsylvania this House is successfully appealed to to pause and seek 
out the cause, and when found to postpone all other business until that 
cause is removed. If in New England fifty spindles cease to buzz, this 
House turns from its other labors and seeks out ways and means to set 
them whirling again. 

Several MEMBERS. ‘That is right. 

Mr. BUTTERWORTH. Ido not complain of it. But, gentlemen, 
I, in conjunction with other gentlemen on this floor, represent an in- 
dustry that pays into the coffers of the General Government every year 
nearly $100,000,000 of internal-revenue tax. 
prostrate, is on the verge of bankruptcy. 
ventleman cry ‘‘Good!’’ ‘*Good!”’ 
“Good !’? when this same industry during the war supplied the money 
to pay the soldiers who were fighting your country’s battles. Not in 
that spirit did you say *‘Good!’’ when with the tax gathered from this 
industry you paid the expense binding up the wounds and caring for 
those who were shot in battle. Nor when with the millions poured 
into our national coffers the pensions due to the widows and orphans of 
those who fell in defense of the Union were paid. Do those who say 
‘Good !’’ deem that they are serving the cause of temperance? So far 
as the temperance aspect of the question is concerned, as it relates to 
the bill to which I refer, you might as well discuss the question of in- 
fant baptism. The temperance issue nowhere appears. The two ques- 
tions are wide apart. 

I have always been earnest and constant in my efforts to help the 
various industriesin Pennsylvania, in New England, andelsewhere. But 
do we have shown to usany spirit of reciprocity? Why, sir, the boards 
of trade, the chambers of commerce, the bankers, the merchants, the 
grocers, and other business men of the leading cities of this Union, have 
by petitions and memorials begged this House for a few hours’ consid- 
eration of their prayer for the relief of the great and suffering industry 
to which I have referred, an industry which has paid into the coffers of 
this republic more than your existing war debt; and yet we can not 
secure a hearing to present our prayer for relief. 

Mr. WHITE. When did they ask three hours? The bill was slipped 
through the House last year under a suspension of the rules. 

Mr. BUTTERWORTH. Now all we ask is 

Mr. BLACKBURN. Will the gentlemanallow mea moment? The 
gentleman from Kentucky [Mr. WHITE] says that that bill was “‘ slipped 
through the House.’’ I challenge that statement, and remind him that 
the RECORD shows it came here reported unanimously by the Commit- 
tee on Ways and Means and was passed in the House with, I believe, 
only nineteen dissenting votes. 

Mr. WHITE. It was passed without debate and without our being 
able to get the yeas and nays upon it. 

Mr. BLACKBURN. You never asked for debate. 

Mr. WHITE. We did ask for debate, and I asked for the yeas and 
nays, as the REcoRD will show. 

The CHAIRMAN. The gentleman from Kentucky is not in order. 

Mr. BUTTERWORTH. He hardly ever is. my 

The CHAIRMAN. The gentleman from Ohio [Mr. BUTTERWORTH] 
is entitled to the floor. 

Mr. BUTTERWORTH. It may be a little out of order to discuss 
this proposition in connection with the measure before the House, but 
I have had no other opportunity to present the question, and its im- 
portance constrains me to adopt this means of securing a partial hearing. 

Now, | beg to submit that while we are protecting all these indus- 
tries—some of them in their swaddling clothes, some of them embrac- 
ing possibly a half dozen factories the products of which twenty Russian 
refugees would take in packs upon their backs and carry and peddle 
through the country—I say while we are considering the claims of such 
industries | have good cause to ask the House at a very early day to 

consider the claims of a great industry which is now prostrate and which 
we can, if we will, lift up and place upon its feet, an industry which, if 
left prostrate, will probably in its destruction drag down to ruin many 
of the interests which you are seeking to protect and cherish. All I 
ask is that the great industrial interest I represent shall not be swept 
upon the tide of your indifference into the sea of bankruptcy. 

Mr. WHITE. The gentleman who has just taken his seat says that 
the interests he represents have asked three hours’ debate for this ques- 
tion. I challenge that statement. I ask any man to point his finger 
to any statement on record, made during this Forty-seventh Congress 
on this floor, by any man in favor of the bonded-extension bill that he 
ever desired to debate the whisky bill. Far fromit. On the contrary, 
when the bill was under discussion here on the 3d of April last, I de- 
manded debate, and the Speaker decided that debate was not in order. 
I then demanded the yeas and nays. The gentlemen from New York 
(Mr. HurcHins and Mr. CAMP] joined me in that demand, but no at- 
tention was paid to us, and the bill was passed through without any 
debate. After that was done the gentleman from Minnesota [ Mr. Dun- 
NELL] asked permission to have the report of the committee and a letter 
of the Commissioner of Internal Revenue, addressed to the gentleman 
from Ohio [Mr. BurreRwortsH], published in the next morning’s Rec- 
ORD; and a most singular thing is that a letter dated on the 3d of April 


[Cries of ‘‘Good!’?] Some 
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It was not in that spirit you cried | 








addressed to the Commissioner of Internal Revenue by that gent). 

[Mr. BUTTERWORTH] was replied to on the same day by * ry 
and the reply published ir the REcoRDon the following day. Neat 
the report of the committe» nor that remarkable letter was Send en vs 
floor. ¥ 

This year they came in here with a bill from the Senate. 
bill, which lay there on the Speaker’s table, but was not put upon t} 
Calendar. Twice it was left out of the Calendar. I went to the a “ 
ument-room for it every day for a week. The gentleman [Mr on 
TERWORTH } having the bill in charge never asked to have jt printed 
until I had published it in the Recor, and along with it the reply of 
the Secretary of the Treasury to the chairman of the Senate Commit 
tee on Finance, saying that he condemned H. R. 5656 to extend th 
bonded period for distilled spirits. Now the gentleman says tha! = 
will not give three hours for discussing this. subject. I challenee 
friend of the whisky men to point his finger to the place where 
request to that effect has been made during this Congress. 

The CHAIRMAN. Debate upon the pending amendment j 
hausted, 

Mr. BUTTERWORTH. I withdraw the pro forma amendment, ay 
move to strike out the last three words. The trouble with m) friend 
from Kentucky is that he never had a right apprehension of the ques 
tion presented by the bill extending the bonded peried, and which thi, 
House is asked at an early day to consider. 

Mr. WHITE. These gentlemen who know so much will not tel! 
anything. 

Mr. BUTTERWORTH. My dear friend, if you will possess you, 
soul in patience for three minutes, which it seems utterly impossible ti, 
you to do, you will be able to get some information that is necessary ty 
a right understanding of the subject. 

So far as the discussion of the bill when it was before the House is coy 
cerned, the trouble was that my friend did not ask for a second upon 
the motion to suspend the rules, which would have given him the op 
portunity for debate. There was never any hesitation about discussiny 
the bill. There was no objection to the fullest and freest discussion 0; 
it. All that we ask now is that it shall receive full and fair conside) 
ation. Weclaim that three hours will be ample for that purpose. \W, 
do not ask its passage unless after a full and fair examination it shal! 
commend itself to the judgment of this House. What we complain of 
is not that the bill is not passed without careful consideration, but that 
we are unable to get a hearingatall. We say the magnitude of the in 
terest, the dangers that threaten in case action is postponed, entitle us 
to an early consideration of the proposition contained in the }ill. It 
is said it must come up in its order. But delay is ruin, action post 
poned may be fatal, and the relief, if granted, come too late. We in 
sist that we represent interests here that have a right to demand « hear 
ing in preference to other interests of minor importance. And we hay 
a precedent for our demand. It will be remembered that this House 
was asked to suspend all other business and proceed to the considera 
tion of the knit-goods bill. It was urged in support of the request 
that woolen manufacturers of New England weresuffering, and the House 
promptly and rightfully, in my judgment, went into the consideration 
of the question and enacted a measure of relief which lifted the burden 
from that industry. That is all we ask. 

I do not care to discuss the merits of the question at length. —.\ word 
or two I may say. The present distress in the whisky trade has re 
sulted from overproduction. This overproduction would not, however. 
cause any embarrassment in commercial circles but for the enormous 
tax imposed and the fact that payment of the tax is compelled before 
the spirits can be put upon the market, before it is withdrawn from the 
bonded warehouse for consumption. Thus the distiller is compelled to 
pay as tax five times the value of his goods, and without being able to 
realize a cent for them. 

There is now no market for the goods in bond. They are not re 
quired to supply the present demand, but the distiller is compelled 
under the existing law to advance 90 cents on each gallon, the actual 
value of the spirits being about one-fifth of that sum. The Sherman 
amendment to the House bill proposes to permit the spirits now in 
bond to remain not exceeding two years, the distiller paying 5 pe! 
cent. interest on the amount of tax due. This wiil protect the Gover 
ment and give time for the equilibrium to be restored between the <up- 
ply and the demand. 

Mr. REED. Mr. Chairman, I do not desire for my part to make 2») 
reply to the statement of the gentleman from Ohio; but I do think that 
an advantage has been taken of the situation to present one side 0! 
this case at a time when it is impossible to present the other. It ther 
be any overproduction of whisky it is the plain result of the lexis! 
tion which the whisky men themselves demanded and which my 1! 
from Ohio was foremost in securing. 

If there is any trouble now in the case it is because we have done 
three times precisely what they demand here now. 

I have heard precisely this discussion about the danger that was to 
come from refusing the demand of the whisky men three times betore 
and if it is successful this time I expect to hear it just once more, and 
that is upon a demand to repeal the whisky tax. [Applause on the 
Republican side.] I expect to hear it upon the demand of those men 
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who claim that there has been an overproduction in excess of the de- 
mands of the country, and a demand re-entorced by more overproduction 
very largely from those who inspire it. [ Applause. } 

Mr. BUTTERWORTH. One single word in answer to the gentle- 

an from Maine. 
ithe CHAIRMAN. 
hausted. ; 

Mr. BUTTERWORTH. | renew it, and I shall say only a word in re- 
ply to my friend from Maine, and that is this, that he is right. The 
embarrassment which results from overproduction is the result of un- 
wise legislation upon the part of Congress. I agree to that fully. But 
how is it? You tax whisky 500 percent. more than its value, and com- 
pel payment before the spirits go into market, disregarding the law of 
supply and demand. Distillers can not know intuitively whether or not 
there will be an overproduction in any given year. Nor can men en- 
gaged in business of any other character know whether there will be 
overproduction of the particular goods they manufacture or produce 
How can they know? 

Mr. REED. I will tell the gentleman why there is embarrassment. 
When your overproduction springs from fifteen up to eighty millions 
then they can see that there is overproduction. 

Mr. BUTTERWORTH. Undoubtedly anybody, even my friend 
from Maine, can be wise after the fact. [Applause on the Democratic 
side. ] 

Mr. REED. I was wise betore the fact. 

Mr. BUTTERWORTH. It does not show a great foresight to speak 
after the fact has been consummated. Now, how can any man who is 
engaged in business of this character know there will be overproduc- 
tion? My friend says that they can tell after the results of overpro- 


Debate upon the pending amendment is ex 


duction are manifest. That, as I have said, any man can tell. But to 
know before the fact is in the nature of things impossible. And who 


can or will provide against that of which he has no knowledge? Our 
system is a bad one, and the embarrassment results from the operation 
of that system. 

How is this tax collected in England ? 
be the proper policy for us to adopt. 


It seems to me that that would 
Under the English law the pay- 
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He is also in error in saying that notwithstanding the ascertained over 
production the distillers have gone on producing. Many of the dis 
tilleries are idle; others are not producing 5 per cent. of former amounts 
In fact, it may be stated that the production of the Bourbon and ry 
whiskies has for the present practically ceased 
Mr. REED. One word, and I am through 
an extension of one vear 
tion 


One year they demanded 
; they got it; they increased their overprod 
t Then they demanded three years; they got it; they still furthe: 
increased their production. They came to us demanding the bill prissed 
on the motion of the gentleman trom Minnesota {Mr. DUNNELL ], say 
ing overproduction was ruining them. They got it through the House 
and they increased their production: and they are increasing theirove 
production this very day 
Mr. BUTTERWORTH They can make no profit 
duction. 
Mr. HASKELL. I eall for the regular 
Mr. BUTTERWORTH. — 1 withdraw the pro for 
Mr. THOMPSON, of Kentucky I renew the pro form 
I do not desire to impose on the good nature ot 


that o erpre 


re orc 


tamendment 
amendment 


the Hlouse this even 
ing, but I can not let pass unchallenged some of the statements made 
by the gentleman from Maine [Mr. ReEp] 
Mr. ERRETT I call the ov ntleyan from We Or he 
is going on to discuss this whisky question 
Mr. THOMPSON, of Kentucky. Ihave been called to ord: lLwould 
like to have order in the committee that I may be heard 
TheCHAIRMAN. Ge ntlemen will suspend conversation Phe com 


mittee will be in orden 

Mr. THOMPSON, of Kentucky l understand the gentleman fron 
Maine [Mr. REED] to say that there is still an overproduction on 
part of those very men who are asking now for some relict 

Mr. ERRETT. I rise to a que stion ot order Is the gentleman trom 
Kentucky in order in discussing the whisky bill on this tariff bill 


Mr. THOMPSON, of Kentucky I would like the gentleman from 


| Pennsylvania [Mr. Errerr] to write a speech and put it in the hand 


ment of the tax is required when the spirits enter into consumption, | 


not before; that is, when the spirits are withdrawn to be sold. Why 
is this? Because she only expects to recover the tax upon what goes 
into consumption, and only that which actually goes into consumption 
is taxed or compelled to pay tax. 
the tax being collected only on what goes into consumption, but here 
payment is compelled in advance of the demand for consumption. 

The Government has no right to compel the payment of a tax on this 
overproduction before the surplus can be put upon the market. There 
is no element of justice init. It will not increase the revenue received 
by the Government one farthing. 

You may increase the revenues for a single year by pursuing such a 

licy; but next year you decrease it in the same proportion that you 
increased it this. 

It must be clear to every one that, so far as increasing consumption 
(which must ultimately determine the amount of the revenue) is con- 
cerned, the withdrawal by seizure and sale or otherwise of the sur- 
plus stock will not increase the consumption one gill, nor lessen it. 
The amount consumed will be about the same, and if it is in stock no 
more will be made until consumption creates a demand for increased 
supply. The distillers are not to blame for overproduction, and relief 
should not be denied on the theory that they are. Let me illustrate by 
taking some other industry; cheese, for instance. Suppose you impose 
a tax of 50 cents per pound on cheese, compelling payment before the 
article can be put on the market. Now, tell me how the producer is to 
know whether there will be an overproduction any given year? How 
can he tell what contracts to supply the article those engaged in man- 
ufacturing that article have made? And yet the production may and 
will depend upon these contracts. For instance, this year, on account 
of short pasture, &c., there is reduced production, and that is followed 
by an active market; and contracts are made for supplying large quan- 
tities; and Paul, Silas, and Sebastian, and all the rest increase their 
stock, enlarge their capacity, to fill their contracts. The result is that 
after it has occurred it is ascertained that there has been an overpro- 
duction. The marketis glutted; no demand for the article, which cost 
10 cents per pound; and yet the Government says, ‘‘ Market or no mar- 
ket, youshall pay a tax of 50cents per pound.’’ Now, is the dairyman 
toblame? No; and noembarrassment will result ifthe Government will 
let the tax be paid as the article is withdrawn for consumption. Thus 
the Government will lose nothing, and the healthful law of supply and 
demand will regulate the trade and prevent panics. 

If the law of supply and demand operates, the surplus production can 
be held until it is required to mect the demands of the market, and then 
the tax will be paid without loss to the Government. Nomore whisky 
will be drank by forsing the payment of the tax. Consumption not in- 


creased, there will be no gain in forcing this surplus stock on the mar- | 


ket. It is at last a question of the amount required for consumption, 
not of the amount produced at any one time. My friend is in error in 
saying it is the fault of the distillers, and is equally in error in suppos- 
Ing the relief we ask will result in loss of revenue to the Government 


It is the same in this country as to | 


of everybody here and tell him how to deliver it That might be an 
easier method than allowing gentlemen to discuss the bill in theirown 
way. 

Mr. ERRETT. We are now discussing the tariff bill 


Mr. THOMPSON, of Kentucky And [I am discussins 
way. What I have to say will be germane to the 
my colleague [Mr. Warr] 
committee. 

I wish to say that the gentleman from Maine has misled the Hous 
when he states it as a fact that there is now an overproduction in the 
class of whiskies for which relief is sought. There is scarcely a distill 
ery in the State of Kentucky or in the State of Pennsylvania that makes 
the class of whiskies which are now in the bonded warehouses that is 
running at all. 

You can take one of these districts which the year betore last during 
the four months of July, August, September, and October made a mill 
ion of gallons of whisky, and they made less than 6,000 during the same 
months of last year. Less than six-tenths of 1 percent. has been pro 
duced. And the gentlemen who tell the House there is an overproduc 
tion going on do not know the facts because they have not examined 
them. 

Furthermore the gentleman is mistaken when he says these changes 
have been demanded by the whisky men. Until 1868 our Government 
pursued a policy to allow whisky to be stored in the warehouses until 
consumption withdrew it, and there never was a bonded period until 
1868, the tax at that time being $2.4 gallon. The frauds perpetrated 
in Saint Louis brought the matter betore Congress and they modified 


iinmyown 
smendment which 
has offered, which is pending before the 





| ruin upon every distilling interest in the country 


the law by reducing the tax to 50 cents and fixing the bonded period at 
one year. But the bonded period of one year brought bankruptey and 
It was found to bx 
too short: they could not live under it, and Congress in 1877 extended 
the time to three years, because they found themselves fice to Lae 
the same difficulty that they find now, and that is 


with 
the bankruptcy not 


only of the men who hold whisky but of all the cognate interests that 
surround it. 
Mr. BLACKBI RN I desire tosay one ord Phe diseus n which 
has been had here for the last fifteen months is not right in the direc 
tion of this feature of the tariff bill But it must always be prope 
| among fauir-dealing men to have the fhe tuted, or misstatements cor 
| rected when they are mad 
The whisky interests that are isking the reliet at the hands of Con 


| gress to-day are asking nothing except what other 
| 


which Congress took upon what was known 


great manutacturing 
| interests of this country have asked betore My friend from Ohio | Mi 

BUTTERWORTH | need not have paused when he referred to the action 
as the knit woolen gooda 
blocking the wheels of legislation in order to give attention to a great 
interest that it was claimed was being paralyzed He might have ¢ 
further and reminded this House of the taet that more than once when 
the woolen-goods interest of the East was involved, when legislation 
that was said to be unfriendly was pinching that great interest, 1f cami 
immediate attention, and it received it 


to Congress and demande 
Now. the gentleman from Maine [Mr. REED] declares that 
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face of legislative warning these whisky men have gone on and are to- 
day going on piling up the misfortunes resulting from overproduction, 
he finds himself confronted by the statement of the Commissioner of 
Internal Revenue upon the naked question of fact. I have from that 
office figures showing the results in my own Congressional district for 
the four months of July, August, September, and October, 1880. It 


will be found upon examination of those figures that in that one dis- | 


trict there were produced over 600,000 gallons of whisky in the four 
months named of the year 1880. In the four corresponding months of 
1881 the product in that district was over 1,000,000 gallons. But for the 
same corresponding months in the year 1882 the product of whisky in 
that district was less than 7,000 gallons. For the month of July last 
it was 6,000 gallons, nothing for August, nothing for September, and 
nothing for October. 


Now, I submit to the candid judgment of this House, whatever the | 


prejudices of gentlemen may be against the manufacture of this article, 
that as long as you recognize it as property, as long as you burden it 
with a tax equal to 300 per cent. of its actual value, it is not only fair 
but it is also wise and sensible to treat it with common decency. You 
have already taxed it out of existence; that is, you have, according to 
the statement of your own Commissioner of Internal Revenue, driven 
the manufacturers from its production. 

Now, the gentleman from Maine [Mr. REED] need not claim any 
patent upon his opposition to a repeal of the tax on whisky. I stand 
here on this side of the House, coming from a district that probably 
grows us much tobacco and makes as much whisky as any district on 
this broad continent, and will strike hands with the gentleman from 
Maine. I tell him that odious as the internal-revenue system of taxa- 
tion is, inquisitorial in its very nature as it is, inequitable in its dis- 
tribution of burdens as it is, [ for one am content and willing to endure 
it. I never will support a measure that looks to the abolition of the 
tax on the luxuries and the vices of life as long as you grind the neces- 
saries of life into the very earth by reason of your tarilff. 

I am opposed to abolishing the tax on whisky and tobacco. I would 
not free those articles from taxation. But I would deal justly by the 
manufacturers of those articles and enable them to pay their taxes, 
however onerous they may be, under fair and liberal laws. I would 
have free salt and free sugar instead of free whisky and free tobacco. 
| Applause ] 

Mr. REED. Is the gentleman opposed to a reduction of the tax on 
whisky and tobacco? 

Mr. BLACKBURN. 
any now. 

Mr. REED. Do you intend to oppose it hereafter? 

Mr. BLACKBURN. Thatmay or may not be. Iam notasking now 
a reduction of the tax on either tobacco or whisky. I am asking simply 
for such fair legislation as will enable these people to pay their debts 
to the Government. 

Mr. KASSON. In case the debate on this section, which has wan- 
dered far from the subject, is not soon ended, I must move that the com- 
mittee rise in order to obtain from the House an order to close debate 
on the pending section. 

Mr. BLACKBURN. I will withdraw my pro forma amendment. 

The CHAIRMAN. The question recurs upon the amendment of the 
gentleman from Kentucky [Mr. WHITE]. 

The question was taken by a viva voce vote, and the Chair announced 
that the noes had it. 

Mr. WHITE. I call for a division. 

The CHAIRMAN. Those in favor of the amendment will rise and 
stand until they are counted. [After counting.] There are 2 in the 
affirmative. Does the gentleman ask for a further count? 

Mr. WHITE. I do, unless youcan count better than that. 
ter. ] 

The CHAIRMAN. Further count being called for, the ayes will be 
seated and the noes will rise. [After counting.] There are 100 in the 
negative. 

Mr. WHITE. No quorum has voted. 

Tellers were ordered, and Mr. Wurtre and Mr. HASKELL were ap- 
pointed. 

The committee again divided; and the tellers reported that there 
were—ayes 15, noes 136, 

So the amendment was not agreed to. 

Mr. WILLIS. I offer the amendment which I send to the Clerk’s 
desk, to come in as an independent section, 

The Clerk read as follows: 


I am not asking a reduction, and do not want 


[ Laugh- 


The Secretary of the Treasury shall grant permission to any firm, individual, 
or corporation to withdraw from bond alcohol or any spirits containing alcohol 
and subject to internal-revenue tax, in specific quantities of not less than three 
hundred and fifty proof-gallons, without the payment of the internal-revenue 
tax on the same or on the spirits from which it may have been distilled, for the 
sole purpose of use in industrial pursuits, under such rules and regulations as 
the Commissioner of Internal Revenue may prescribe, with the approval of the 


Secretary of the Treasury. 

Mr. KELLEY. I make the point of order on that amendment that 
it is not germane to the pending bill. 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair sustains the point of order. 

Mr. WHITE. I move to strike out section 2501. 


| Mr. WILLIS. I desire to be heard on the point of order. 

| Mr. PAGE. The Chair has already decided the point of orde; 

| Mr. WILLIS. Then I will appeal from the decision of the ( ‘hair 
that is necessary. 7 

The CHAIRMAN. 
of order. 

Mr. WILLIS. The point of order made by the gentleman trom Pony 
| sylvania (Mr. KELLEY], as I understand it, is that the amendment | 
have offered is not germane to this bill. That I understand is the only 
point of order made. i 

| Mr. KELLEY. Not germane to this paragraph. 

| Mr. WILLIS. I need only call the attention of the Chair to tj, 
character of theamendment. I know we have been discussing the w)y\x 

ky question and the Chair may be under the impression that my any nd- 

ment relates to that. ¢ ; 

Mr. KELLEY. In justice to the gentleman from Kentucky [Mr 
WILLIs] I will say that the amendment he has offered is the subst, 
| of a bill now before one of the committees of the House. 

Mr. WILLIS. The gentleman now makes another point of orde: 
and I desire to be heard on both of them. ' 

I was going on to say that the fact that the Committee of the Whole 
had been engaged in the discussion of a particular matter, perhaps 
not germane to the bill, but a subject akin to this, may have led the 
Chair to believe that my amendment was in the same direction. Now. 
it has no connection with the whisky question. As the Chair wil] see 
upon reading it, it proposes that alcohol shall be permitted to he with- 
drawn from the bonded warehouses free of internal tax when it is to be 
used in industrial pursuits. It is an entirely different proposition, and 
a proposition germane to this bill. The very section we have just heen 
discussing—section 2501—is directly upon the subject of internal-rey. 
nue taxes; and the Chair has just entertained, and properly entertained, 
an amendment with reference to the internal-revenue laws. ‘The amend 
ment which I now propose also bears upon the internal-revenue tay 
now paid upon alcohol, and, taken in connection with the section just 
under discussion, it is clearly in order. 

This question has already been passed upon in this very Congress 
Only a few months ago—in the last session of the present Cong: 
this identical point of order was made; and the Chair then decid 
correctly decided, upon full discussion, it was not sustainable. 

Now, as to the question of whether this amendment embodics th 
stance of another bill pending in the House. It is true that L intro duced 
in the first session of this Congress a bill to authorize the wit! 
from distillery warehouses, without tax, of alcohol and other spirits to 
be used in industrial pursuits. I hold that billin my hand. It is 
necessary for the chairman of the Committee of the Whole to read it to 
see that it is not in substance the same as the amendment which | hay, 
proposed. This point of order was also made in the last session of this 
Congress and promply overruled, as it ought to have been, by the dis 
tinguished gentleman then presiding as chairman over the Committe: 
of the Whole. Both these points of order may therefore he said to ly 
res judicate. 

This bill to which the gentleman from Pennsylvania refers provides 
for the withdrawal of alcohol after it has been mixed with one-ninth ot 
wood alcohol, or what is known in the arts as methylated spirits. ‘Th: 
amendment which I have submitted makes no reference to metliy luted 
spirits. This bill, moreover, provides the terms, the machinery if you 
please, by which alcohol may be withdrawn from bond. The amend 
ment which I have offered leaves this matter entirely to the discretion 
of the Commissioner of Internal Revenue, the language being *‘ upon rules 
and regulations to be provided by the Commissioner of Internal Rev- 
enue and approved by the Secretary of the Treasury.’’ There is nosub- 
| stantial similitude between the amendment and the bill upon the sun 
| subject. 1 

As to the question of germaneness the Chair, as I have said, has just 
admitted an amendment upon this same subject. We have just passed 
from a section bearing directly upon the subject of internal-revenu 
taxes, providing that where articles have been exported they may be 
reimported upon the payment of the internal taxes then due. | am 
surprised that there should be any hesitation in deciding this amend- 
ment in order. It is clearly so, and the only reason I can perceive toi 
the Chair inclining to the contrary opinion is the fact that we had been 
discussing a matter not in order, and the Chair, in the great coniusion 
prevailing at the time upon the floor, doubtless supposed that my aniend 
ment had reference to the same subject. It has not, as the Chair can 
see upon a closer examination. 

TheCHAIRMAN. Will thegentleman kindly point out tothe Cha: 
what provision of the amendment affects the question of duties ? 

Mr. WILLIS. The present duty on alcohol is $1.80 per gallon; this 
amendment allows it to come in free for industrial purposes—to be with- 
drawn and used in the arts and manufactures without the payment ol! 
any tax. 
| The CHAIRMAN. The Chair must hold that the amendment is no! 
| germane. 
| Mr. WILLIS. 
| Chair. 


The Chair will hear the gentleman on the point 








With due respect, I appeal from the decision of the 


| The question being put, ‘‘Shall the decision of the Chair stand a> 








CONGRESSIONAL 


1883. 


—_— 





the judgment of the committee?’’ the Chair declared that the ayes 
wemed to prevail. ’ La 

Mr. WILLIS. I eall for a division. 

The CHAIRMAN. As the question is upon appealing from the de- 
cision of the Chair, tellers will be appointed. The gentleman from 
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Mr. KELLEY. I will move that the committee rise when W 
dispose of this paragraph. [Cries of ‘‘ Vote!’ ‘‘ Vote!’’] 
Mr. WILLIS I 


Fr 1 wish to be heard briefly upon the amendim« 
rhe amendment I have off 


red isa most important and substantial 
and it is submitted to th 


Lot 








, t A committee not only in perfect good faith, but 
Kentucky, Mr. WiLLIs, and the gentleman from Kansas, Mr. HASKELL, | with the honest, and as I trust the vote of this committee wil! show 
will act as such. } 7 the reasonable hope that it will be ingratted upon the bill 
The committee again divided; and the tellers reported—ayes 92, It provides that alcohol imported into this country to be used in the 
noes 25. ; ; arts and manufactures shall not pay any duty It is one st p in the 
So the decision of the Chair was sustained. direction of the broader proposition which has just been ruled out by 
Mr. WHITE. I move the amendment which I send to the desk the Chairman upon « point of orde: | introduce this amen now 
The Clerk read as follows: and here at the request and after consultation with several m f 
provided, That all such reimportations of alcohol, spirits, or whisky, there | the Waysand Means Comunitte« Asalcohol is the chief and most expen 
shall be levied upon the same a duty equal to double the internal-revenue tax | sive constituent of many of the chi micals and medicinal prepa F ai 
now imposed by law upon Sees, Ene, or whisky. legislated upon by this bill, the question whether it : Nl he fre bail 
Mr. ERRETT. I make a point of order on that amendment should be decided before we begin the dire n of any of th 
The CHAIRMAN. The gentleman will state his point of order schedules, and this for the obvious reason that the present - cea he 
Mr. ERRETT. We have just voted down a similar proposition. present duty of a large number of th s euitcninlh te Wine eal 
Mr. WHITE. I desire to be heard on the point of order. | ules will be determined by it 
Mr. ERRETT. I withdraw it. Mr. Chairman, in view of the urgent nand « dustrial in 
Mr. WHITE. Mr. Chairman, I wish to say a word in support of this | terests for legislation upon this subject; in view of the tact that it has 
amendment. It is different from the one which I offered a while ago. | been at the last session publicly stated upon this tleor by one of it 
Objection was made to this amendment on the ground that it would | members—I alude to the gentleman from Kansas [Mr. Hast 
double the duty on spirits necessarily used in compound substances. | that the Ways and Means Committee were unanimous in the pproval 
The present amendment makes an exemption in that respect, and is | of the principle of this legislation, I must express my surprise, and the 
designed to apply to whisky and alcohol pure. country will be surprised, that no action has yet been taken it Con 
The gentleman from Illinois [Mr. MoRRISON] stated a few moments | gress and no promise of action is given by the gentlemen to whom this 
ago that under the Constitution you can not levy any internal-revenue | subject under our rules is intrusted, 
tax on what is to be shipped abroad. Surely the gentleman does not | On the 13th of March, 1882, I introduced H. R. 5082. “ts thorize 
mean to assert that Congress has not the power to enforce collection of | the withdrawal from distillery warehouse, without tax, of alcohol and 
taxes on any distilled spirits made and deposited in United States ware- 


houses. Under the law passed by a Democratic Congress distillers were 
allowed to get their distilled spirits out of bond free of internal-revenue 


tax by filing a bond to the effect that said spirits were to be shipped to | 


foreign countries. 

Here is the provision of the statutes allowing alcohol to be withdrawn 
from bond: 

Sec, 20. That under such regulationsand requirements as to stamps, bonds, and 
other security as shall be prescribed by the Commissioner of Internal Revenue, 
any manufacturer of perfumery, medicines, or preparations for export, manufact 
uring the same in a duly constituted manufacturing warehouse, shall be author- 
ized to withdraw, in original packages from any distillery warehouse, so much 
aleohol as he may require for the said purpose, without the payment of the in- 
ternal-revenue tax thereon. 

The chairman of the Committee on Ways and Means knows this; 
every mem)er of that committee knows it. The gentleman from Kan- 
sas [Mr. HASKELL], who a few moments ago promised me to do all he 
could against this whisky bill, was, I recollect, one of the members of 
the Committee on Ways and Means who last session consented to that 
nnanimous report giving the distillers an indefinite extension of the 
bonded period. 

In this amendment I simply ask a Republican Congress to overturn 
the corrupt legislation of previous Democratic Congresses. The first 


motion ever made on this floor in reference to this subject came froma | 


Democrat, and proposed as the bonded period sixty days. The dis- 
tillers subsequently asked to be allowed one year, and agreed that they 
would pay 5 per cent. interest in addition to the tax. Then they came 


in here when the Democrats were in power in 1875 to 1880 and asked | 


three years’ extension of the bonded period without interest. What- 
ever quantity was to be exported should go free of any Government tax. 

The large distilleries of this country are shipping millions of gallons 
abroad and paying no internal-revenue tax. And yet, Mr. Chairman, 
we are going right ahead and arresting men for making half a gallon 
of whisky or for selling a pint of it to a neighbor in violation of the law, 
while the enormous distilleries are enabled under Democratic laws to 
pile up millions on millions of gallons to be shipped abroad, on which 


the Government during the past three years has not received one dol- | 


lar of tax. 

Sir, this is a serious matter. Even-handed justice is not done These 
great manufacturers of abominable poison are encouraged to overpro- 
duce by an extraordinary protection and singular tyranny in the enforce- 
ment of the laws. The wonder is that outraged human beings have 
quietly submitted so long. 

{Here the hammer fell. } 


The CHAIRMAN. The question is on agreeing to the amendment | 


of the gentleman from Kentucky. 

The amendment was not agreed to. 

Mr. WILLIS. I offer the amendment which I send to the desk, to 
come in at the end of this section 2501. 

The Clerk read as follows: 

Provided, That any alcohol or distilled spirits to be used im the arts and man- 
ufactures, reimported as herein provided, may be withdrawn from the ware- 
house without payment of any internal-revenue tax under such rules and regu- 
lations as the Commissioner of Internal Revenue may prescribe, with the ap- 
proval of the Secretary of the Treasury. 

Mr. HOOKER. It is evident, Mr. Chairman, that that amendment 
will lead to considerable debate. I therefore ask the gentleman in 
charge of the bill to move that the committee do now rise. 





other spirits to be used in industrial pursuits.’’ That bill provides for 
the use of alcohol in the arts in two torms, me thylated, that is, mixed 
with one-ninth of its bulk of methyl or wood alcohol of equal proot 
strength, and pure, in which latter form its complete destruction was 
to be entailed, so that it could not be 


recovered. by any proc ss of dis 
tillation. 


Not once, but repeatedly, in company with my honorable friend from 
Ohio (Mr. Burrerwortn], | appeared before that committee in advo 
cacy and explanation of this bill rhe Commissioner of Internal Rev 

| enue was called before the committee and has mad veral repo ipon 
the subject showing the number of persons who would be benefited by 
| this legislation. The bill, how r, has never been reported upon bh 
the Way sand Means Committ Wi ive not even had ar Ny 
report. We have had no direct opportunity, therefore, of ting the 


{ 
deliberate judgm« nt of the House as to the « xpediency and nece 


| making alcohol free in the arts. This bill has been strangled in thy 
| committee-room, that ‘‘ tomb of the Capulets’’ in which the best hop 
and opportunities of the people are so often buried. Such is the out 
} come of that infamous, undemocratic, and unrepublican stem of 
**rules’’ which dominates this House, an oligarchical tyranny trom 
which even the Czar of the Russias might learn some lessons 
And now, sir, when, atter nearly a year’s delay and denial of a hear 


ing before the House, I offer a part of that bill, that committee, which 


| should long ago have re ported it, endeavors, and with too much suec 
| to still further deny the two hundred and ninety-three members of thi 
House an opportunity to represent their constituents by voting for thi 


| amendment by making ; 
erable chairman of the « substance of a billalready pend 
ing.’?’ Pendingwhere? Vending in the very committee of the objector 
in the very committee which has reported this long and bulky bill upon 


\ 


** point of order’’ 
mmmittee, the ** 


upon it It is, says the vi 


' 


cognate subjects, but which has not had time or inclination to dispos« 
| of the one now grown musty upon its files 

Before the war we had no tax upon alcohol; now we pay $1.80 per 

| gallon. Asaconsequen e the use of alcohol has greatly decreased. Before 


» 
’ 


the tax, over 33 per cent. of the alcohol manufactured in this country 
was used in the arts; now less than 5 per cent. is soused. What furthe 
effect has been had? It is well known that alcohol is the great solvent 
of nature. It was used in a large per cent. of the chemicals and medi 
cines until its high price caused the substitution of fusel-oil, which isa 


poison, and other injurious and less effective solvents. When, there 
, fore, the gentleman from Kansas [Mr. HASKELL], in his discussion of 


this bill the other day, referred to the fact that fusel-oil had been re 
duced in duty one-half, I could not refrain from asking him in that 
| connection why he and his committee had not been equally liberal to 
ward alcohol: Why should the health of our people be injured by dis 
couraging the use of alcohol and encouragins 
of fusel-oil, its poisonous and 
most dangerous article to human lite, 
cheapness, introduced as a burning fluid 

Who are affected by the present high tax on alcohol 
hand the report of the Commissioner of Internal 
and Means Committee, which shows that there are over 150,000 arti 
sans and manufacturers in the United States whom this unjust, un 
necessary, and exorbitant tax now oppresses. Gentlemen on the other 
|} side proclaim to the country that they are the especial advocates and 

protectors of American industry. 


‘ the importation and use 
titute benzine, 


been, because of its 


improper subs ? 


iim) ih 
is ‘ vreate! 
{ 

i 


u 


1 hold in my 
Revenue tothe Ways 


{ 
i 


I challenge that claim upon this 











175 


vote. I challenge them to show to this great body of artisans and 
manufacturers—to the 1,321 manufacturers of chemicals and medi- 
cinal preparations; to the 3,640 photographers; to the 16,412 hatters; 
to the 3,618 dealers in leaf-tobacco; to the 28,572 retail druggists; to 
the 110,660 painters and varnishers; to the plumbers, jewelers, per- 
cussion-cap and carpet manufacturers, the machinists, the brass found- 


S 
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ers, and other numerous representatives of industries who are com- | 


pelled, as Commissioner Raum in his report shows, to use alcohol—l 
usk them to show to these men that their professions of friendship are 
not idle words, but that they are ready by their votes for this amend- 
ment to give them relief from this burdensome and unnecessary tax. 

Will you do it, gentlemen? Here is no question of temperance—of 
whisky or no whisky. Here is a plain opportunity to lift a heavy load 
from the necks of American workingmen, of American manufacturers, 
and give them an equal chance with the products of foreign lands where 
alcohol is tree. 

I appeal also to members on this floor who represent agricultural con- 
stituencies. The relation of the farm to the distillery is well known. 
Make aleohol free and you increase its manufacture, and thus increase 
the demand for grain. 

During the last fiscal year, as you will find from the report of the 
Commissioner of Internal Revenue, 23,109,000 bushels of corn, 4,630,- 
00 of rye, and 2,579,000 of barley were used for distilling. The Com- 
missioner in another report tells us that if alcohol is made free you will 
increase its production 20,000,000 gallons every year. What does that 
mean’? It means that 5,000,000 more bushels of corn will be consumed 
annually. And this corn, be it remembered, is generally of an in- 
ferior and unmarketable quality, that would, if not thus used, rot in the 
yranary. As the gentleman from Pennsylvania [Mr. KELLEY], upon 
a former discussion of this question, well said: 

here can be no question of the economy to the farmer from the reduction of 
the tax on spirits. One bushel of corn will not carry another to the seaboard. 
But one bushel put into alcohol will carry five to the seaboard, The two bush- 
els sent in bulk, one to pay for the other, are gone from the farm. Those that 
xo into aleohol are left at least in their nutritive and fertilizing substances in 
the neighborhood ofthe farm to enrich it and assist it in feeding cattle. 

These words I now commend unto their author and to every gentle- 
man who intends to prevent, by his vote, the good results which they 
detail. 

Free alcohol is now allowed in two instances under our own laws: 
lirst, to ‘‘any manufacturer of medicines, cordials, and other liquors 
lor export,’’ and second, for scientific purposes. In England since 1855 
ree spirits have been withdrawn for the arts and manufactures. France 
and Germany, our other two most formidable rivals in trade, have fol- 
lowed the example of England. What is the effect of this state of 
things? In all these articles of manufacture, where alcohol is an ele- 
ment, the American manufacturer, having to pay $1.80 per gallon on it, 
is unable to compete with his brethren across the water. Is this your 
boasted encouragement of home industries? Is this the enlarged and 
liberal policy under which you confidently expect to build up and to 
prosper the interests of our own people? These are questions which 
our constituents will expect to be answered. 

{Here the hammer fell. ] 

Mr. KELLEY. I hope the amendment will be voted down. 

The committee divided; and there were—ayes 44, noes 92. 

Mr. WILLIS. No quorum. 

{ desire to say that I do not wish to take up the time of the commit- 
tee, and if a vote can be had upon this in the House, I am perfectly 
willing to withdraw the point. [Cries of ‘‘No!’’] You ought not to 
be afraid of the record. 

The CHAIRMAN. 
the point? 

Mr. WILLIS. L ask a vote in the House upon the amendment. 
that is refused, then I must insist upon tellers. 

The CHAIRMAN, The point of order being made that no quorum 
has voted, the Chair will appoint tellers. 

Mr. HASKELL and Mr. WILLIS were appointed tellers. 

The committee divided; and the tellers reported—ayes 30, noes 91. 

So(no further count being demanded) the amendment was not agreed 
to. 

The Clerk read as follows : 

Spec. 22. A discriminating duty of 10 per cent. ad valorem, in addition to 
the duties imposed by law, shall be levied, collected, and paid on all nls, wares, 
and merchandise which shall be imported on vessels not of the United States; 
but this discriminating duty shall not apply to goods, wares, and merchandise 
which shall be imported in vessels not TF the United States, entitled, by treaty 
or any act of Congress, to be entered in the ports of the United States on pay- 
ment of the same duties as shall then be paid on goods, wares, and merchandise 
imported in vessels of the United States, 

Mr. KELLEY. There is a verbal amendment, a mere typographical 
correction, which I desire to make in this section; in line 155, strike out 
the word ‘‘on’’ and insert ‘in.’’ 

-The amendment was agreed to. 

Mr. COX, of New York. I offer the amendment which I send to the 
desk. 

Mr. KELLEY. 
rise. 

The motion was agreed to. 


Does the gentleman from Kentucky insist upon 


If 


Pending that I move that the committee do now 
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The committee accordingly rose; and the Speaker having resum¢ ' 
the chair, Mr. BurRows, of Michigan, reported that the Committee of 
the Whole House on the state of the Union, having had under consid 
eration the tariff bill, had come to no resolution thereon. ‘ 

Mr. KELLEY. I move that the House do now adjourn. 

LEAVE OF ABSENCE. 
Pending the motion to adjourn, leave of absence was granted, 
To Mr. URNER, for two days, on account of important business. 
COMMITTEE APPOINTMENTS. 

TheSPEAKER announced the following appointments to fill vacancies 
on standing and select committees, namely: 

Mr. DoxeEY on the Committee on Mines and Mining, vice Mr. (4) 
KINS, excused on his own request from further service thereon; 

Mr. Joseru D. TAYLOR on the Committee on Education and Labor. 
vice Mr. PAGE, excused at his own request from further service thereon 

Mr. JosepH D. TAYLOR on the Committee on Private Land Claims. 
to fill the vacancy occasioned by the death of Mr. Shackelford; 

Mr. WHEELER on the Committee on Military Affairs, to fill a va 
cancy; and 

Mr. CAINE on the Committee on the Post-Oflice and Post-Roads, vic, 
Mr. BRENTs, excused at his own request from further service thereon. 

The motion to adjourn was then agreed to; and accordingly (at 5 
o'clock and 10 minutes p. m.) the House adjourned. 





PETITIONS, ETC. 

The following petitions and papers were laid on the Clerk’s desk, 
under the rule, and referred as follows: 

By Mr. BLANCHARD: The petition of the Cotton Exchange ot 
Shreveport, Louisiana, protesting against an increase of duty on cotton- 
ties—to the Committee on Ways and Means. 

By Mr. BRENTS: Papers relating to the claim of John 8. Chisom- 
to the Committee on Indian Affairs. 

By Mr. BREWER: The petition of citizens of Cincinnati, Ohio, fo: 
the passage of the Brewer bill relating to commercial travelers—to the 
Committee on Commerce. 

By Mr. COLERICK: The petition of George W. Beaner and 68 others 
of Fremont, and of Thomas P. Walker and 59 others, of Orland, In- 
diana, for reduction of duty on sugar—severally to the Committee on 
Ways and Means. 

By Mr. GEORGE: The petition of citizens of Coquille Valley, for an 
appropriation for the improvement of the Coquille River, Oregon—to 
the Committee on Commerce. 

By Mr. HARDENBERGH: The petition of Rudolph Kuenstler and 
of cigar manufacturers of Hoboken and of Jersey City, New Jersey, against 
a reduction of duty on imported cigars—severally to the Committee on 
Ways and Means. 

Also, the petition of John A. Bonker, relative to certain surveys- 
to the Committee on Commerce. 

By Mr. HITT: Memorial recommending that Captain George E. Bel 
knap be authorized to accept a donation—to the Committee on Foreign 
Affairs. 

By Mr. HUMPHREY: The petition of Dr. E. L. Boothly and others, 
of Hammond, Wisconsin, for the continuance of the immigrant inspec- 
tion service—to the Committee on Public Health. 

By Mr. JADWIN: The petition of John Hayden and 9 others, citizens 
of New Milford, Pennsylvania, protesting against an increase of duty 
on tin-plate—to the Committee on Ways and Means. 

Also, the petition of Rodman Morse and 15 others, of New Milford 
and of J. H. Munger and 18 others, of Susquehanna County, Pennsy! 
vania, protesting against a reduction of tax on whisky and tobacco 
severally to the same committee. 

By Mr. LADD: The petition of soldiers who served in the Aroostook 
war, fora pension—to the Select Committee on the Payment of Pensions, 
Bounty, and Back Pay. 

By Mr. LORD: The petition of 20 citizens of Michigan, protesting 
against the abrogation of the fishing clause of the Washington treaty 
to the Committee on Foreign Affairs. 

By Mr. MANNING: The petition of Patrick Brown and 14 other cit! 
zens, claiming lands within the Ontonagon and Brule River Railroad 
grant, for confirmation of title—to the Committee on the Judiciary 

By Mr. MURCH: The petition of Wells Simpson and others, of Hamp 
den, Maine, for pensions for services in the Aroostook war—to the > 
lect Committee on the Payment of Pensions, Bounty, and Back Pay. 

By Mr. O’NEILL: The petition of Adelheit Rhein, for a pension- 
to the Committee on Invalid Pensions. 

Also, the petition of the Philadelphia Maritime Exchange, protesting 
against the transfer of the Signal-Service from the War Department to the 
Department of the Interior—to the Committee on Commerce. 

Also, the resolution adopted by the Philadelphia Maritime Exchange. 
recommending the same percentage of reduction of the duty on mo- 
lasses as is made in the duty on the lower grades of sugar—to the Com- 
mittee on Ways and Means. 

By Mr. PETTIBONE: The petition of Henderson Lynch, of Green 
County, Tennessee, for relief—to the Committee on War Claims. 








1883. 


Also, papers relating to the pension claim of Walter D. Plowden—to 
the Committee on Invalid Pensions. ; 

By Mr. J. H. SMITH: The petition of Mary F. Creney, for a 
.jon—to the same committee. 5, Osa 

Also, papers relating to the application of Mrs. Clementine Ruther- 
jyrd for renewal of patent—to the Committee on Patents. 

By Mr. SPRINGER: The petition of physicians and surgeons of Pekin, 
iilinois, for continuance of the immigrant inspection service—to the 
Committee on Public Health. 

Ry Mr. STRAIT: Memorial of the Legislature of Minnesota, praying 
jor further and more liberal appropriations for improvement of the har- 
hor of Duluth, Minnesota—to the Committee on Commerce. 


pen 


By Mr. A. TOWNSEND: The petition of citizens of the twentieth Con- | 


vressional district of Ohio, relative to the duty on tin-plates, Ke.—to the 
Committee on Ways and Means. 

By Mr. VANCE: The petition ot H. C. Burns and others, fora mail- 
route from Mooresborough, North Carolina, to Gatfney’s, South Caro- 
lina—to the Committee on the Post-Office and Post-Roads. 

By Mr. VAN VOORHIS : The petition of J. D. Bingham and 77 others, 
citizens of Spencerport, New York, for reduction of duty on sugar—to the 
Committee on Ways and Means. 

By Mr. WARNER: The petition of Jefferson King, administrator of 
the estate of Robert J. Small, deceased, tor relief—to the Committee on 
War Claims. 

By Mr. YOUNG: The petition. of the Arkwright Club, of Boston, 
Massachusetts, for a reduction of the tariff duties on raw material en- 
tering into the production of silk, cotton, and other fabrics produced 
in the United States—to the Committee on Ways and Means. 


The following petitions, praying that Congress will not adopt any 
lower rate of duties on foreign manufactured products than that reecom- 
mended by the Tariff Commission, were presented and referred to the 
Committee on Ways and Means: 

By Mr. CAMPBELL: Of employes of Hollidaysburgh and Gap [ron 
Works, of Blair County, Pennsylvania. 

By Mr. CLARDY: Of 35 employés of the Iron Mountain Company, 
of Missouri. 

By Mr. CURTIN ; Of employés of the Logan Lron and Steel Company, 
of Logan, Mifflin County, Pennsylvania. 

By Mr. DIBRELL: Of employés of Tennessee Coal and Railroad 
Company, of Troy City, Tennessee. 

By Mr. ERRETT: Of 112 employés of Eliza Furnace, and of 100 em- 
ployés of the mill of Long & Co., of Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania. 

By Mr. FISHER: Four petitions of citizens of Huntingdon County, 
Pennsylvania. 

By Mr. FORD: Of workingmen of Saint Louis, Missouri. 

By Mr. GODSHALK : Of 50 employés of the Merion [ron Company, 
of Montgomery County, Pennsylvania. 

By Mr. GUENTHER: Of employés of the Fox River [ron Company, 
of West Depere, Wisconsin. 

By Mr. J. HAMMOND: Of workingmenot Au Sable Forks, New York. 


By Mr. HARDENBERGH: Of employes of Adirondack Steel Works | 


of Jersey City, and of the Arkwright Club. 

by Mr. HILL: Of workingmen of Chester Furnace, Morris County, 
New Jersey. 

By Mr. KELLEY: Of55 workingmen, employés of George V. Cresson, 
8 of John R. Snow, and 222 employés of the Baldwin Locomotive Works 
of Philadelphia, Pennsylvania. 

By Mr. PHISTER: Of 65 employés of the Ashland Coal and Tron 
Company of Ashland, Boyd County, Kentucky. 

By Mr. A. TOWNSEND: Of employés of Otis Iron and Steel Works, 
of Cleveland, Ohio. 

By Mr. WHITTHORNE: Of employés of the Warner Iron Company, 
of Tennessee. 


The following petitions, remonstrating against the proposed transter of 


the revenue-marine tothe Navy Department, were presented and referred 
to the Committee on Commerce: 
_ By Mr. CHACE: Of Captain Albert Church and others, of Life-Sav- 
ing Service stations Nos. 1 and 2, third district of Rhode Island. 

By Mr. CRAPO: Of Charles G. Churchill and others, of Marston 


Holmes and others, of masters and owners of vessels and others, of 


Plymouth, and of Timothy W. Calder and-200 others of Nantucket, 
Massachusetts. 

_By Mr. CROWLEY: Of keepers and surfmen of life-saving station 
No. 5, of the Buffalo Board of Trade, of ship-owners and masters, and 
of merchants and others, of Buflalo, New York. 

By Mr. HISCOCK: Of keepers and crew of life-boat station No. 3, 
of ship-owners and of citizens, Otsego, New York. 
By Mr. MURCH: Of the crew of life-saving station No. 3, of Maine. 

_ByMr. RANDALL: The resolution adopted by the Towboat Asso- 
ciation of Philadelphia, Pennsylvania. 

By Mr. SKINNER: Of citizens of Jefferson County, New York. 


By Mr. J. H. SMITH: Of keeper and crew of United States life-saving | 


station No. 37, Kings County, New York. 
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SENATE. 
TUESDAY, January 30, 18838. 


lhe Senate met at 


J. BULLock, D, D 


11 o'clock a.m. Prayer by the Chaplain, Rev. JJ 


The Journal ot yesterday's proceedings was read and upprove 
ETITIONS AND MEMORIALS 
Mr. GARLAND presented a memorial of citizens of Port Simith, 


Arkansas, protesting against the establishment of a United States court 
in the Indian Territory; which was ordered to lie on the tabl 

Mr. HARRIS presente dl the petition of W. A. Knight and 77 others 
citizens of Franklin County, Tennessee, praying that no lower rat 
duties be imposed on importations ot 


ol 
woods than tho recommended 
by the Tariff Commission; which was ordered to lie on the table 

Mr. LOGAN presented two petitions of citizens ot 
Illinois, praying for the passage of the bill: 
sion to soldiers who have lost a | 
to lie on the table. 


Kane Counts 


ranting an mcrease 


ol pen 


min the service: which were ordered 


He also presented a petition of iron-workers of Chicago. Hlinois 
praying for the passage of the tariff bill as recommended by the ‘Tarit 


Commission; which was ordered to lie on the tabl 

Mr. CAMERON, of Wisconsin, presented a resolution adopted by 
the Wisconsin State Grange, in favor of an amendment of thi 
laws; which was referred to the Committee on Patents 

Mr. ALLISON presented a petition of citizens of Davenport. Lo 
and a petition of the Burlington (Iowa) Board of Trade, praying tor th 
paissage of What is known as the Lowell bankruptey bill 
ordered to lie on the table. 

He also presented a petition of citizens of Dubuque, lowa, praying 
for an appropriation for the purpose of constructing a pier connecting 
the outer wall of the Des Moines Rapids Canal, in the Mississippi Rive 
with the pivot pier of the Keokuk and Hamilton bridge; which wa 
referred to the Committee on Commerce. 

Mr. SAWYER presented the petition of S. D. Arnold and 38 work 
ingmen of Fox River Iron Works, at West Depere, Wisconsin, praying 
that no lower duties be imposed on iron and steel products than ar 
recommended by the 


juitent 


which wer 


Tariff Commission; which was ordered to lie on 


| the table. 


Mr. SHERMAN presented a petition of employes of Sharp, Deniels 
& Co's Iron Works xt Steubenville, Ohio, praying that no lower duties 
be imposed on any article of foreign manufacture than are recommended 
by the Tariff Commission; which was ordered to lie on the tabl 

Mr. INGALLS presented a concurrent resolution adopted ny thi 
Legislature of Kansas, relating to the institution of a suit to determin 
a disputed question of title to certain lands in Allen County, in thet 
State; which was ordered to be printed in the Recor, and veterred t 
the Committee on the Judiciary, as follows 
Ilouse coneurrent resolution No 


10, relating to the institution of a suit to deter 


mine a disputed question of title to certain lands in Allen County, Kansas 
Whereas the title to certain even-numbered sections of land in Allen Counts 
Kansas, has long been in dispute between the settlers thereon andthe Missour 


Kansas and Texas Railroad Company ; and 

Whereas the said settlers went upon said lands in good faith, believing that 
said lands were subject to homestead and pre-emption entries, and have long ox 
cupied the same as their homes, and have made lasting and valuable improve 


| ments thereon; and 


Whereas the said railroad company and its assigns are now attempting by 
suit in the district court in Allen County to eject said settlers from their home 
and deprive them of their improvements which, if done 
will cause great hardship and distress; and 

Whereas it is claimed by said settlers, upon the of eminent counse! 
that the patents held by the said railroad company were illegally and improv 
dently issued, and are in Jaw void, and that said lands are in law public land 


the labor of years 


alvice 


and subject to homestead and pre-emption entries; and 

Whereas the question of the validity of said patents can only be determined 
in the Federal courts, and the Attorney-General of the United States has directed 
that a suit be brought therein for the purpose of determining such question, but 


the United States attorney for the district of 
suit: Therefore, 

Resolved by the house of prese sof the 
ing therein), That our Senators and Representatives in Congress be requested to 
take such action as will cause said suit to be immediately instituted 

Resolved, That the honorable Attorney-General of the United States be respect 
fully requested to cause said suit to be immediately instituted 

Resolved, That a copy of these resolutions be at once 
tary of state to our Senators and Representatives in Congre 


Kansas has declined to bring such 


latire State of Nansas (the se hy 


forwarded by the seere 


ss andthe honorable 


| Attorney-General of the United States 


STATE OF Kansas, Secretary's Office 
I, James Smith, secretary of state of the State of Kansas, do hereby certify 
that the foregoing is a true and correct copy of original house concurrent reso 
lution No. 10 of Legislature of 1883, now on file in my office 
In testimony whereof I have hereunto subseribed my name 
official seal Done at Topeka, Kansas, this 26th day of January, A. D 
[SEAL. } JAMES SMITH, Secretar 
Mr. WILLIAMS presented a petition of the employés of the Ashland 
(Kentucky) Coal and Iron Company, praying that Congress will adopt 
no lower rates of duties on any foreign manufactured products than are 
the hich was ordered to lic on 


and affixed my 
18S} 


yw of State 


Tarit! Commission; w 

Mr. PLUMB presented eleven petitions of citizens of Kansas, pray in 
for a reduction of duty on sugar; which were ordered to Vie on the 
table. 


Mr. LAPHAM presented a petition of citizens of Buffalo, New Yor 
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a petition of citizens of Tarrytown, New York; a petition of citizens of 


Fredonia, New York; a petition of citizens of Sauquoit, New York; a 
petition of citizens of Webb’s Mills, New York; a petition of citizens 
of Glens Falls, New York; and a petition of citizens of Dundee, New 
York, praying for a reduction of the duty on sugar; which were ordered 
to lie on the table. 

Mr. BLAIR. 1 present a petition of the students of the Hampton 
Institute, Virginia, 353 colored and 63 Indians, their original signatures, 
praying for the appropriation of funds for the education of their respect- 
ive races and for national aid to common schools. The subject-matter 
having been reported on, I move that the petition lie on the table. 

The motion was agreed to. 

Mr. CONGER presented three petitions of citizens of Michigan, numer- 
ously signed, praying for a reduction of the duty on sugar; which were 
ordered to lie on the table. 

Mr. GORMAN presented a memorial of A. Schumacher & Co., C. 
Morton Stewart, and other merchants and ship-owners of Baltimore, 
Maryland, protesting against the abolition of the office of shipping com- 
missioner; which was referred to the Committee on Commerce. 

lie also presented a petition of the employés of the Catoctin Furnaces, 
mining and smelting iron ores, of Frederick County, Maryland, pray- 
ing that no lower rate of duties be imposed on any article of foreign 
manufacture than that recommended by the Tariff Commission; which 
was ordered to lie on the table. 


REPORTS OF COMMITTEES. 


Mr. BARROW, from the Committee on Pensions, to whom was re- 
ferred the bill (H. R. 4387) granting a pension to Anthony B. Graves, 
reported it without amendment, and submitted a report thereon, which 
was ordered to be printed. 

Mr. MCPHERSON. Iam instructed by the Committee on Finance, 
to whom was referred the bill (8. 2228) to extend to the port of Perth 
Amboy, in the State of New Jersey, the privileges of sections 2990 to 
2997 of the Revised Statutes, inclusive, to ask to be discharged from the 
further consideration of the bill, and that it be referred to the Com- 
mittee on Commerce, it being a matter appertaining to that committee. 

The report was agreed to. 

Mr. MCPHERSON. While I am on my feet, and as the matter is be- 
fore the Senate, perhaps I may be permitted to state that I hold in my 
hand another bill which is intended to take the place of the one I have 
reported to the Senate, which is faulty. I shall ask leave at the proper 
time to introduce this bill and to have it referred to the Committee on 
Commerce to be considered by them. 

Mr. COCKRELL, from the Committee on Military Affairs, to whom 
was referred the bill (H. R. 7240) for the relief of William H. Donohoe, 
reported it without amendment, and submitted a report thereon, which 
was ordered to be printed. 

Mr, COCKRELL, The Committee on Military Affairs, to whom was 
referred the joint resolution (H. Res. 320) authorizing the Secretary of 
War to loan to the directors of the competitive drill, at Nashville,Ten- 
nessee, one hundred tents, have duly considered the same and instruct 
me to report it adversely, and to say that in pursuance of the notice 
given to the Senate at the last session the Committee on Military Affairs 
have not deemed it proper to authorize the loan of any more tents or 
flags or tent-poles. It is involving a great expense to the Government 
and is rapidly consuming all the tents on hand. I move that the joint 
resolution be postponed indefinitely. 

The motion was agreed to. 

Mr. COCKRELL, trom the Committee on Military Affairs, to whom 
was referred the joint resolution (8S. R. 124) authorizing the Secretary 
of War to loan tents to the board of directors of the national military 
competitive drill to be held at Nashville, Tennessee, in May, 1883, re- 
ported adversely thereon; and the joint resolution was postponed in- 
definitely. 

Mr. LOGAN, from the Committee on Military Affairs, to whom was 
referred the bill (S. 2242) for the relief of James W. Schaumburg, re- 
ported adversely thereon; and the bill was postponed indefinitely. 

Mr. MORRILL, from the Committee on Finance, to whom was re- 
ferred the bill (H. R. 3220) to ratify the issuance of duplicate checks 
in certain cases by the superintendent of the mint of the United States 
at San Francisco, reported it without amendment. 

Mr. SEWELL, from the Committee on Military Affairs, to whom was 
referred the bill (H. R. 5300) to amend chapter 58 of volume 20 of the 
United States Statutes at Large, relating to contracts under the War 
Department, reported it without amendment, and submitted a report 
thereon, which was ordered to be printed. 

Mr. BLAdR. Tam instructed by the Committee on Pensions, to whom 
was referred the bill (H. R. 4562) for the relief of Julia A. Stimers, 
widow of the engineer of the Monitor, to report it without amendment 
and to recommend its passage. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The bill will be placed on the Cal- 
endar and the report will be ordered to be printed. 

Mr. WILLIAMS, from the Committee on Railroads, to whom was re- 
ferred the bill (S. 2046) to authorize the Southern Pacific Railroad Com- 
pany and other railroad companies to unite and consolidate so as to form 
a continuous line of railroad between the tidal waters of the Atlantic 
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re, 
and Pacific Oceans, reported it with amendments, and submitted \ Te 
port thereon. which was ordered to be printed. 3 

Mr. GROVER, from the Committee on Military Affairs, to wh, my 
referred the bill (8. 2203) to authorize the Chesapeake and Ohio |). - 
Company to extend its road toa point on the lands of the United 
at Fortress Monroe, Virginia, reported it with an amendment. 
mitted a report thereon, which was ordered to be printed. 

Mr. LAPHAM, from the Committee on Foreign Relations, to whom 
was referred the joint resolution (H. Res. 277) providing for a new mix, Fr 
commission in accordance with the treaty of April 25, 1866, with th. 
United States of Venezuela, reported it with amendments. 

He also, from the same committee, to whom was referred the |] (s 
1991) to authorize the Court of Claims to examine and determine 
whether certain awards therein specified, rendered by the commission 
organized under the claims convention of the 25th of April, 1366, }e- 
tween the United States and Venezuela, were obtained by fraud or cor- 
ruption, asked to be discharged from its further consideration and that 
it be indefinitely postponed; which was agreed to. 

Mr. PENDLETON, from the Committee on Foreign Relations, re. 
ported an amendmentintended to be proposed to the general deticiency 
appropriation bill; which was referred to the Committee on Appropria- 
tions, and ordered to be printed. 


REPORT OF LIBRARIAN OF CONGRESS. 


Mr. ANTHONY. Iam instructed by the Committee on Printing, to 
which was referred a resolution for printing the report of the Librarian 
of Congress, to report it without amendment, and to ask for its present 
consideration. 

The resolution was considered by unanimous consent, and agreed 
to, as follows: 

Resolved, That the annual report of the Librarian of Congress for the calendar 


year 1882 be printed, and that five hundred extra copies, with covers, be printed 
for the use of the Library. 


Ulway 
States 


und sub- 


BILLS INTRODUCED. 


Mr. MCPHERSON asked and, by unanimous consent, obtained leave 
to introduce a bill (S. 2435) to extend to the port of Perth Amboy, in 
the State of New Jersey, the privileges of the act entitled ‘ An act to 
amend the statutes in relation to immediate transportation of dutial) 
1s, and for other purposes,’’ passed June 10, 1880; which was read 
vice by its title, and referred to the Committee on Commerce 
Mr. KELLOGG asked and, by unanimous consent, obtained leave to 
introduce a bill (S. 2436) to authorize the Secretary of the Navy to 
transfer to the Secretary of the Interior for entry and sale all reserved 
lands in the State of Louisiana not needed for naval purposes; whieh was 
read twice by itstitle, and referred to the Conmmittee on Public Lands. 

He also asked and, by unanimous consent, obtained leave to intro 
duct a bill (S. 2437) providing that sales of property on the order, judy 
ment, or decree of the circuit or district courts be made by the marshal; 
which was read twice by its title, and referred to the Committee on thy 
Judiciary. 

Mr. GEORGE asked and, by unanimous consent, obtained leave to 
introduce a bill (S. 2438) to authorize the construction of a bridge ove 
Bayou Barnard, in the State of Mississippi; which was read twice by 
its title, and referred to the Committee on Commerce. 

Mr. PLUMB. I present a concurrent resolution of the Levislatur 
of Kansas in favor of the location of a soldiers’ home on the Fort Liles 

)- 





military reservation, in that State. In this connection I wish to int: 
duce a bill for the accomplishment of that purpose, which I will ask 
to have referred to the Committee on Pensions, and I venture to express 
the opinion that that committee will have time to attend to it, as another 
committee of this body had not; and in introducing the bill I call at- 
tention to the fact that there is not now room enough in the existing 
homes for those who by law are entitled to admission into them, that 
there exists a very great necessity for an increase of accommodations, 
that there are more ex-soldiers of the Union Army in the States of Kansas, 
Nebraska, and Colorado in proportion to the population than probably 
in any other portion of the United States, and if they are to have prac- 
tically the benefit of the soldiers’ home system which has been estal- 
lished by the Government it is not only proper but essentially just and 
necessary that a home should be established somewhere within conven- 
ient reach of that large and largely increasing soldier population. 

By unanimous consent, leave was granted to introduce a bill (8.2459) 
to authorize the Secretary of War to establish a home for indigent sol- 
diers and sailors in the State of Kansas; which was read twice by its 
title, and referred to the Committee on Pensions. 

ORDER OF BUSINESS. 


Mr. GARLAND. I intended this morning to ask the indulgence of 
the Senate to consider the bill (S. 2412) to encourage the holding ot 4 
world’s industrial and cotton centennial exposition in the year 1-1, 
but the Senator from Maine [Mr. HALE] tells me that he has the cen- 
sus deficiency appropriation bill ready and it is very important that it 
should pass. That isa bill of pressing necessity, and I shall not ask the 
consideration of the bill I have named to-day, but I willask the Senate 
to do me the favor to-morrow morning, before we take up the tariff bill, 
to take up the bill, and I am satisfied it will not take exceeding fifteen 
minutes to dispose of it. 
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Mr. HALE. Mr. President—— 
Mr. BLAIR. IftheSenator from Maine will give way fora moment I 
wish to call up the joint resolution extending the thanks of Congress to 
Mr. John F. Slater. It has been pending some time in the Senate and 
must go to the House. It is not a resolution that can take debate or 


occupy time, but it is really necessary that we should advance it in or- | 


Jer that it may be considered at this session; otherwise we shall be al- 
most too long in doing an act of courtesy. I hope the Senate will allow 
it to be taken up and passed. If it leads to debate I shall not press it 
now. 


Mr. HALE. 


I should be very glad to give way to the Senator, but I 


am already under obligations to the Senator from Arkansas [Mr. GAr- | 


LAND], Who gave way the matter in his charge on the condition that the 
census appropriation measure should be taken up and passed. I have 
also had an arrangement with the Senator in charge of the revenue bill, 
who has agreed not to push that matter until this is through. Under 
those conditions I think the Senator from New Hampshire will see that 
| ought not to yield to anything, but try toget the appropriation measure 
through. 

Mr. MORRILL. I desire to say merely that I understand there is a 
pressing necessity for the passage of the census appropriation, which is 
a deficiency, in order to keep the men at work who are now and have 
heretofore been employed in the census, which is in a rapid state of 
completion; and as I am informed by the Senator from Maine that it 
will not take five minutes, I do not object. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The Senator trom Maine moves to 
postpone the Calendar. 

Mr. HALE. I think there will be unanimous consent given to take 
up the joint resolution. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. 


none. 


Is there objection? The Chair hears 


CENSUS DEFICIENCY. 

By unanimous consent, the Senate, as in Committee of the Whole, 
proceeded to consider the joint resolution (H. Res. 323) making appro- 
priations for continuing the work of the Tenth Census. 

The joint resolution was reported from the Committee on Appropria- 
tions, with amendments. 

The first amendment was, in line 3, before the word ‘‘ hundred,’’ 
to strike out ‘“‘two’’ and insert ‘‘one;’’ so as to read: 

That the sum of $100,000, or so much thereof as may be necessary, be, and the 
same is hereby, appropriated, out of any money in the Treasury not otherwise 
appropriated, to continue the work in the Census Bureau. 

The amendment was agreed to. 

Mr. INGALLS. Mr. President, impressions not favorable to the 
value or the verity of the census work now being conducted have gained 
general circulation. I donot know whether they are warranted or not. 
We were told when the act was passed in 1879 that the expenses of the 
census would be about $3,000,000. They already very nearly approach 
$5,000,000, and the work is still very fur from being complete. 

My impression is that the work of the census was laid out upon a 
ground-plan far too extensive for the most practical purposes. It is re- 
ported that a large number of volumes yet remain in manuscript not 
prepared for the Printer. From a cursory examination of their titles I 
am convinced that many of them ought not to be printed. There are 
volumes about the statistics of cities and towns that may in the future 


be valuable and perhaps should be purchased to go with the Franklin | 


archives and the Rochambeau papers, to be placed away in the files for 
the historian and antiquarian of the future; but I hope we shall have 
some examination as to the condition of this work, in order that we 
may know whether any further expense should be incurred in printing 
this vast amount of manuscript. 

The entire publication we are assured will reach the enormous aggre- 
gate of 16,000 pages. I am disposed to believe that a very large pro- 
portion of this is not properly census material, and if there is any way 
of preventing the accumulation of expense in the printing of material 
that does not properly belong to the work that was undertaken by the 
Census Bureau, I hope the committee may be instructed to make that 
inquiry, so that there will be a stoppage somewhere of the already enor- 
mous expenditure that has been incurred in taking the Tenth Census. 

Mr. HALE. Mr. President, I have shared, as I think other Sena- 
tors have, somewhat in the feeling of the Senator from Kansas with 
reference to the condition of the work in the Census Office. I have 
been disappointed that appropriations made from time to time with a 
view to the finishing of the work have been found inadequate, and I 
have been restive under the necessity of again and again calling upon 
the Senate for new appropriations of money to finish the work. 

When the subject-matter of this last deficiency came to the Senate 
and was referred to the Census Committee, of which I have the honor 


to be the chairman, the committee took the matter in hand and went | 
into something of an investigation as to the condition and status of the | 


work in the Census Office. We found that the present Superintendent, 


Colonel Seaton, had broken down under the strain of the labors im- | 
posed upon him, very arduous and faithful labors; I may say the entire 


committee was convinced of that fact. The charge of the establishment 


had fallen upon the acting chief clerk, Mr. Richards, who became the | 


acting superintendent. He was sent for and came to the committee 
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| and at the request of the committee prepared a careful and detinitive 
statement of the work in the Census Office applicable to each subject 
matter embraced there 

If the Senator from Kansas or any Senator will examine Senate Re 
port No. 941, which accompanied the joint resolution, he will there 
find in the form of letters either to the chairman of the Committee on 
Appropriations, or to me, as chairman of the Census Committee, a com 
| plete statement of the condition of the work and its He will 
find a statement in detail how this money needs to be used, upon what 
part of the work it will be expended, how much will be necessary to 
| complete each volume, and the time at which each volume may be ex 
pected. 
gut the committee did not stop ther linding that the Superin 
tendent was so ill that he could not be depended upon for continuing 
his work, and realizing the feeling such as the Sen 
expressed, and other Senators have shared, that 
done in an authoritative way ul the public that 
this work was to be brought to a speedy end tor a comparatively small 
sum of money, the Secretary of the Interior, at the tion of the com 
mittee, sent tor General Francis A. Walker, the original Superintendent, 
the framer of the plan under which the work has been conducted, the 
father of the system under which the census is taken, who resigned 
about a year ago, on which Colonel Seaton 


Lit 


needs. 


itor trom Kansas has 
something must be 


to satisty Congres 


ic 


1 Was ippointed as his sue 


cessor, and went to Boston, taking charge there of the School of Tech 
nology. General Walker at once responded to the summons, reporting 
to the Secretary of the Interior, the Secretary having been he ard be 
fore the Committee on Appropriations considering this matter. General 


Walker at once, in view of this feeling of restiveness about the work, 
agreed to leave all other vocations and to stay here and take charge ot 
the work and to continue administering it until the whole work is 
completed. He does that in no spirit of opposition to the present 
Superintendent, who is ill, but acting in conjunction with him and in 
conjunction with and subordination to the Secretary of the Interior 














He writes me a letter, of yesterday’s date, which I ask the Secretary to 
read, 
The Acting Secretary read as follow 
| DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR, CENSUS OFFICt 
| Washington, D. ¢ January 29, 1883 
| Dear Sir: Having spent two days in examining the condition of the census 
work, lam glad to be able to report that I find it much more advanced than I 
had anticipated. 
The compendium—1,800 pages—is all in type, and the proofs of the last tabk 
are promised by noon to-day. The same energy which the Government Print 
ing Office has displayed in setting up this large amount of matter would enal 
the work to be printed and bound copies delivered next week 
The full “copy” of the population volume will! be sent to the Printing Office 
on or before Friday next; that of the volume on manufactures will be sent next 
week; and that of the volume on agriculture the week following 
Iecan say with confidence that the above-mentioned volumes will all be in the 
Printing Office on or before the 20th day of February Within the same period 
it will be possible to send to the Publie Printer 1,500 pages quarto of solid st: 
tistical tables, one-half relating to railroads, telecraplis, « and the stean 
| marine of the United States, the other halfrelating to the y of our popu 
lation. 
Iam, respectfully, yours 
PRAN¢ A. WALKER 
Hon. EUGENE HALE, U? I States S 
Mr. HALE. I have also just received the following letter from Se 
retary Teller, which I will read 
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERI 
lVashinglors, January 27, 1883 

| Sir: Linclose herewith a copy of a letter t received from General Fran 
| A. Walker, concerning the census, I have accepted th ervices of Get 

Walker, and I trust there will be no further delay inthe completion of the 

of the Census Office. 

ery respectfully, 
I. M. TELI 
| Hon. Evcrenr HALE 
| Chairman of the Commitlee on t/ Te t Censu 
l nile i States S an 
| 
And the letter which the Secretary transmits is th 
DEPARTMENT OF THE I> 
b ww) , J ] 

| Sir: In view of the severe and protracted sickness of t Supe tende of 
| Census, at this critical period of the census work, I herel 1 cs 
| reservedly to the Department 

Should it be your pleasure to accept them, I wil ve tot wor thet ‘ 

and all the labor, in personal attendance u t Vv iu n, wi 
| may be required to bring out t veral t tistiac ! 
| Such assistance as I might re ’ ion W d te strict sul 
| Ordination to the Department, operation with the acting 
| perintendent. 
It would, also, be without Ww »on vi to reecive compensation 
Very respectfully, your > 
FRANCIS A. WALKER 
Ilion. H, M. TELLER I 
Now, I believe, Mr. Pr nt, that under General Walker’s eye ane 
control—— 
Mr. DAVIS, of W Vil Will the Senator be kind enough to 


read again the latter pert of the let about compensation? I did not 


cateh it. 


Mr. HALE rhe latter portion i follows: 
] 
| Sueh assistance as [ micht render in this connection would be in strict sulx 
| dination to the Department, and in cordial co-operation with the acting super 
tendent 
it would. als without any w , ceive com] 
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General Walker feels that, having been responsible for the plan orig- | davits or in any way to bring them tothe attention of the Census 
‘nally of this great work and having been so largely and so completely | mittee, that has a sort of supervision. Theremay besomething in 


trusted by Congress in the carrying out of that plan, it is due to the 
work and to himself as well as to the public service that he give his 
time now in bringing the work to a completion. 

I believe, Mr. President, that under his eye and control this will be 
done, and that we shall be satisfied with the result. 

So fur as regards the point the Senator from Kansas makes, that this | 
work has been amplified and has become too large, and that much mat- | 
ter has been collected that is of relatively little value, that was all con- 
sidered last session. ‘The Committee on Printing were instructed to | 
take the matter up and see in what form it should be issued, and the 
appropriation was made and has already been partly expended for that | 
purpose. I do not believe that at this time it would be good economy 
or good husbandry to reject the work that has cost so much to collect, 
all of which is valuable to some degree, and you can not, of course, find 
any work of fifteen volumes of a thousand pages each where there is 
not something of much greater relative value than others. When the 
work is completed, as it will be in a few months, it will be a most in- 
valuable work, and if it is properly tabulated with proper tables of con- 
tents, and, what is of more importance than anything else, properly 
indexed—that point was enforced upon General Walker’s mind by the 
committee in its discussion with him—we shall have a work, as I have 
said, invaluable to the American people and to the world, and I hope 
we are going to get it now, and I believe that we shall. 

I do not say that this $100,000—and it is not put in that light—will 
absolutely clean up the work. The subject-matter of the final clear- 
ing up of the work must be considered in a final appropriation, prob- 
ably to be embraced in the sundry civil appropriation bill, and at 
that time, if there are any further directions needed to be given, they 
can be given; but I think this—and I say it with some confidence now, 
although in this matter my confidence has been a plant of slow growth— 
will wind up the business. 

Mr. SAULSBURY. I should like to ask the Senator from Maine, 
as a matter of information, how much the appropriations already made 
for the census have amounted to? 

Mr. HALE. Four million five hundred and seventy-five thousand 
dollars. I will say here that as compared with the magnitude of the 
work and the increase of population, supposing that the work had been 
upon the same plan as the Ninth Census, the proportionate increase of 
wealth and population would have brought the expense of this census 
up to about just what it has cost; and by that money we get not only 
that relative increase, but the vast subjects-matter that have been em- 
braced for the first time in this work. 

Mr. INGALLS. Mr. President, I am not complaining about the ag- 
gregate expenditure for the purposes of taking and publishing the report 
of the census. I believe that the per capita expense of the census of 
1870 was about 9 cents, and that the increase for the Tenth Census is 
but proportional; but the most serious allegation is this: not that the 
statistics have been enormously amplified, but that they are not reliable. 
It is averred with a great deal of minuteness and particularity of detail 
that these statistics have been doctored; that in consequence of the con- 
tlict arising by reason of the minute subdivision of the various tabula- 
tions discrepancies have occurred which have been summarily reconciled 
by processes of elongation and of amputation respectively. This money 
had better have been thrown into the deep sea than to have been ex- 
pended for statistics that are unreliable and inaccurate. Take one illus- 
tration. It is said that in the agricultural statistics it appeared that 
there were several million pounds more of flour ground than there are 
pounds of wheat from which it could have been manufactured, and that 
upon a comparison of these tables the summary method was adopted of 
cutting off a certain aggregate of flour and distributing thatdiminution 
arbitrarily among various States where flour was manufactured. 

Again it is alleged that in the report of the statistics of forestry and 
lumber, which I see are yet in manuscript, the whole tabulation is 
grossly defective; that instead of thesupply being as nearly exhausted as 
it appears from the bulletin, in one case a tract in Minnesota of 4,000, - 
000,000 feet was absolutely omitted, and that in another tract that al- 
leged to contain 75,000,000,000 feet more than 400,000,000,000 feet have’ 
been sold since the census was taken in 1880. 

Now, Mr. President, my object in making these statements is not for 
the purpose of saying that the allegations are true, but to call the atten- 
tion of the Superintendent to the fact that these assertions have been 
made, and to say thatin the opinion of the Senate his duty is not merely 

to superintend the publications of these bulletins that have been issued 
and these reports that have been prepared, but to ascertain whether they 
are worthy of being published. 

I shall be disappointed, sir, if the Superintendent of the Census, who 
is responsible for this vast and injurious subdivision of reports, does not 
devote his attention to the ascertainment of the fact whether or not 
these unpublished reports are in a condition that will render them at 
— to the interests of the country if they are published here- 
after. 

Mr. HALE. Mr. President, I have seen some of the allegations to 
which the Senator from Kansasalludes. They have never come to me 





| the agent forthe diffusion of unreliable and detrimental as 
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I do not know whether there is or is not anything in them. ane, 


Mr. INGALLS. May I make one single observation ? 

Mr. HALE. Certainly. 

Mr. INGALLS. _I, of course, would not permit myself to be mado 
a 1 aspersions upon 
any officer or Department of the Government; but with regard tot}, 
forestry and lumber item, the assertions were made ina journal! devoted 
exclusively to the interest of that branch of industry and production 
They were made upon the testimony of the most reliable and respol 
sible persons, who could have no motive other than the elucidation » 
truth. 

Mr. HALE. I suppose that to be so, and I was going to say whey 
interrupted by the Senator from Kansas that General Walker in takine 
hold anew of this work has had his attention called to these and othe: 
allegations touching the integrity of the work of the census, and one of 
the things that General Walker will set himself to do is to investieat, 
into just such questions as have been referred to by the Senator trom 
Kansas. 

Mr. McMILLAN. Will the Senator allow me to ask him whethe: 
this did not occur under the supervision of General Walker himself he 
fore he abandoned this taking of the census, and adopted other pur- 
suits? 

Mr. HALE. I do not know whether the particular things that hay: 
been called up here this morning embrace statistical work while Genera! 
Walker was in charge or after he left; but that makes no difference. Who- 
ever now is responsible and in charge of the work has to look into just 
such things as have been named by the Senator from Kansas, and if ther 
has been any tampering with the integrity of this work it ought to by 
brought out, the figures ought to be corrected; and when we get the re- 
sult we ought to have something that when Senators look to the volume 
theycandependupon. Iagree with the Senator from Kansas about that 
Mr. MCMILLAN. Allow me toask another question. 1f these irreeu- 
larities occurred under the supervision of General Walker, is he the 
proper person to be set to correct them? What assurances have we that 
these will be corrected if they are all the results of his mistakes? 

Mr. HALE. I think that he is, because General Walker is a very 
skillful, scientific, and honorable man, and, like any man devoted toa 
great work of that kind, he is capable of correcting his own mistakes 
If I supposed that General Walker had any complicity with a pur 
posed alteration or transmutation of accounts, bringing out a false 1 
sult, it would be different; but I do not suppose that. I have mon 
confidence in him. I think if there have been mistakes—and it would 
be strange in this great work if there had not been—that he can rectity 
them, and he better than anybody clse. 

Mr. HOAR. I think it is proper to say that I suppose there is no 
man in this country whose capacity and integrity for the performanc: 
of this kind of executive duty has been more thoroughly tried than that 
of General Walker. He has been from his youth in the charge of most 
responsible and difficult public duties, every one of which he has dis- 
charged with the most brilliant success; and therefore undoubtedly, 
whatever may be the solution of the question which has been raised, it 
will not be a solution which will impute any personal want of skill or 
fidelity to him. However, he is not a gentleman who needs any man’s 
certificate of character. 

Mr. McMILLAN. No, sir; I made no such charge as that at all. 

Mr. ANTHONY. Of course, Mr. President, there must be errors in 
any census, such a workasthis. The Superintendent is not responsib|: 
for the errors; he does not go round making the enumerations himsel!, 
but he has thousands of enumerators employed, and they bring him th: 
results, and if those results are erroneous, and are proved to be erro- 
neous, General Walker is the very man to correct them, so far as they 
can be corrected. In all that has been said in praise of his character and 
service I fully concur. 

Mr. BECK. I hope the investigation made by the committee under 
the very careful management of the Senator from Maine [Mr. HAvr] 
may be productive of good, because, until this was set on foot, it seemed 
to me that I never knew a great public interest that was running at 
loose ends as badly as this seemed to be. When we sent for the young 
man who is now ing the census, after General Walker had sub- 
stantially abandoned itand Mr. Seaton was incapable of giving it further 
attention, with a large number of matters outstanding and a large num- 
ber of specialists who seemed to be writing up for their own glory more 
than for the good of the country, there did not seem to be any end toi! 
or any way to bring all the work together. 

The Compendium ought to have been in our hands long ago, and wis 
promised to us last year, before the Ist of December. We are going 
through with a great readjustment of the whole tariff system, requ) 
ing statistics to be furnished us:as to wealth, taxation, population, manu 
factures, and many other things which ought to be in our hands, and 
we are not to receive them until after Congress adjourns; or if we «lo 
receive them before, it will be after the tariff bill has passed out of the 
hands of the Senate. 

I complained of this before the committee. These matters have been 
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in any form where they were backed by responsible statements or affi- 


managed to be kept out and each thing magnified until they can hardly 
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be drawn together. I believe now an effort is being made, an honest | 


one, an earnest one, under the lead of the Senator from Maine, to bring 
’ 


the head of the bureau, Mr. Richards I believe is his name, showed 
that specialist after specialist was at work on different things. Pro- 
fessor Pumpelly, in Rhode Island, I believe, is one w ho is engaged in 
writing a book. Mr. Porter, who was one of your tariff commission- 
ers, not only used the men connected with the Census Bureau to write | 
4 book, but had a book published in advance of the census reports and 
published by a firm in New York, receiving pay. 

Mr. HALE. Who is that? 

Mr. BECK. Ireferto Mr. Porter. Isit not the fact that Mr. Porter's 
book was out and published by a house in New York, and that the alle- | 
cation was made before us that he was paid for that work, much of which | 
was done by census clerks. 





Mr. HALE. If the Senator would like 

Mr. BECK. I heard that. ‘That was said. 

Mr. HALE. Would the Senator like me to explain that matter | 
now? 


Mr. BECK. I should like to hear it. I should like to know about | 
those maps that came out, done up by the census clerks. 

Mr. HALE. The matter of Mr. Porter’s work came up in the com- 
mittee—— 

Mr. BECK. Ido not make any charges. I desire to know whether | 
or not these specialists have not been using up the money. 

Mr. HALE. I want to state to the Senator that I called Genera 
Walker’s attention specially to that, and asked him what the circum 
stances were under which Mr. Porter wasemployed by the Census Bu- 
reau to conduct that part of the work relating to wealth, public debt, 
and taxation. He toid me that when Mr. Porter was so employed he | 
was then engaged in compiling for Rand & McNally, printers and sta- | 
tioners, I think, in Chicago; that he embarked upon the census work | 
and took charge of that part of it; that everything that has been em- | 
bodied in the work that he was then engaged in for Ruud & MeNally 
was what from time to time was embraced in the ccusus circulars that | 
were made public to everybody, that were put out, for instance, every 
week, showing population, manufactures statistics of industries of one 
kind and another for the benefit of the \;ublic. 

As an instance of using this work .eneral Walker said that Mr. Por- 
ter was preparing his Work upor cne basis of the census of 1870 as to 
the population of towns an’ .ues, and General Walker suggested that | 
it would be a wise thine or him to delay that work, and in publishing | 
it to take advantage ot the census work showing the population in 1880, 
not in any way giving any volume any advantage, because these statis- | 
ties were from week to week put out to everybody, and whether Mr. | 
Porter had been in the Census Office or not he would have had access | 
tothem. So his work was delayed, and the public information in the | 
new census was incorporated. But General Walker informs me that he 
knows of nothing in that work which in any way has been taken from 
the census work except such as was published and known to all, and | 
that in no respect has it interfered with the census work, in which Mr. | 
Porter has been faithful, attentive, and valuable. 

Mr. BECK. I see that for collecting statistics of wealth, debt, and 
taxation Robert P. Porter and two assistants received as compensation | 
21,064.27, with traveling expenses amounting to $7,174, and other 
miscellaneous expenses, making in all $28,501.21. His maps are out, | 
and I believe selling at $25 each, and the book on wealth and statis- | 
tics is also out, published in New York, and being sold, and yet the people | 
of the United States can not get any of the census reports, and are not 

to get them for a year. 

Mr. HALE. The maps in the Rand & McNally Atlas have nothing | 
to do with the census work. 

Mr. BECK. But it looks to me very curious that we are now unable | 
to get these things; that these men have received such large sums and | 
get the benefit of the work without the people of the United States | 
being able to get the least benefit. | 

Mr. HALE. We have had the population statisties for a long time, | 
as the Senator knows. 

Mr. BECK. We have had a little pamphlet, one copy of which was | 
given to each Senator. All I could get was one; I do not know how 
many the Senator from Maine was able to get; but none of my people | 
nor anybody that wants them can get them, nor can I get them furnished 
to anybody, and I suppose the Senator can not get them now if any- | 

I got one paper-bound copy. 
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body calls for them. 

I desire to do no injustice; but the statement was made before the | 
Senator, as well as myself, in committee, as to these maps and books. | 
I want to know whether many of the reports were not delayed in the 
hands of specialists so as to enable them to write up their books and 
make money in advance. The history of New Orleans had nothing to 
do with the census, and yet there is a book giving the early history of | 
New Orleans and all connected with it. I do not know who got it up; | 
I understand Professor Pumpelly is writing up some other book. 

1 am glad General Walker has come, because he is a man in whom I | 
have the most profound confidence. I think he was the only good Com- 





missioner of Indian Affairs we had; and I thought he could go through 
the census and keep it under proper control, but it seems it got clean 
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| out of his hands, and every scientific man who wanted to write up some 
: | theory, everybody who wanted to write 
them together; but the statement made before us by the young man at | to make money outside 


a book, everybody who wanted 
, could get the information collected by the Gov 


ernment and use it to magnify and extend hisown specialtheme. Gen 


eral Walker, it seems, went away and left it until the Senator from 
Maine very properly has called him back. I hope General Walker will 
get out the reportsand will let us have them, and I hope he will strikeout 


what each man has written simply to give his own philosophy and his 
own Viewsand contine their reports to t Let them speak for them 


; 
tel 





selves, and let us not be publishing and printing what each of these 
specialists chooses to dilate on 
Mr. HALE. 1 think General Walker means to do that 
Mr. BECK. Ibelieve he does. [believe he ean; and the only thing 
I ever complained of Ger Walk r was when the work got so 
large that he was not more severe than he s ; to have been in eur 
tailing it. I think he will be nov um wi »\ every dollar 
suggested. All L ask is to close up t W stop pl ophers 
| from magnifying themselves at the expense of the co ind pub- 
lishing their views and selling them outside and get mney in 
their pockets before we t the work w ive paid for ourselves that 
is the reason I called attention to Prot ru ) Port d these 
| other gentlemen who get large sums of m« Y ite 
| ment before us, which we ought to have the benefit of first 
The PRESIDENT pro tempor Phere } ‘ | t the 
committee which has not yet been read 
The ACTING SECRETARY. After the word ‘* bureau,” in ] +, the 
Committee on Appropriations propose to stl ke ou i ra on 
hundred thousand dollars be immediately ulable, and $100,000 to 
be available on and after J 1”? and insert ** for the tiseal year ¢ iv 
June 30:"? soas to re ad 
That the sum of $100,000, or s ithereof as may l ecssary, | ind 
same is hereby appropriated, out of ar ! ney inthe Treasury not otherwise 
appropriated, to cont ie the w t ( 3] eau the { ilyea id 
ing June 30, L883 
Phe amendment creed to 
Mr. McPHERSON I should like to ask the chairman of the com- 
mittee if General Walker, who h had charge of the census matter 
| trom the beginning, and has seen fit to permit all this supertluous and 
unnecessary matter to be incorporated in the reports, why it would not 
be well to so amend this resolution as to require him to eliminate it trom 
the reports? 
Mr. HALE. Itis by no means settled that there has been any per 
fluous and unnecessary work embodied in the census volumes 
Mr. MCPHERSON The Senator from Kentucky [Mr. Beck] cet 
tainly indicates such to be the cas 


Mr. HALE. I understood the enat to complain 


rv from Kentue ky 


more that the results of the inve rations and researches of the Census 
Bureau had been taken and used outside for the benetit of private pat 
ties near or remotely connected with the census. As I have said with 
reference to the importance of the work, some parts of it are of greatet 
importance than others; but I do not think ther nything or much 
if anything in the work that will not be of valu 

Mr. MCPHERSON. Then I misunderstood the Senator from Ken 
tucky, for I certainly understood him to say that the census reports con- 
tained superfluous matter which it believed ought not to be pub 
lished. 

Mr. BECK. I have neve en the works, except those which have 


been issued from time to time 

Mr. MCPHERSON., What do you say of those 

Mr. BECK. I saida while ago that there isa history of New Orleans 
that had no more to do with the census than the man in the moon 
There may be other matters of that kind. I want General Walker to 
prune out all of these things. 

Mr. MCPHERSON. Then Lsuggest an amendment < it that this 
appropriation bill require him to do what he has already done in th 
circular of census reports which have been issued 
Kentucky avers that he has not seen any of the 
been published from time to time. General Walk 
such things to be done, now should be 


( 
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The Senator trom 
reports which have 


r having permitted 


instructed to eliminate them 
I suggest to the Senator that an amendment of that kind be made 
Mr. HALE. Ido not want to take any more time, because it 


trenching upon the consideration of the tariff bill. IT will only say in 
reply to the Senator from New Jersey that it would be a very diflicult 


| matter to frame any amendment instructing the Superintendent of the 


Census what he ought to put in each volume and what he should leave 
out. We do not know, any of us, enough now about that. Take the 
statistics of New Orleans .nd other cities. While they are not strictly 
and intrinsically a part of the mere census compilation, yet they hav: 
some value as throwing light upon the growth, the history, and the 
origin of different municipalities in this country. It will be, to say 
the least, a very attractive part of the work, and will not be, by any 
But I do not see that we can instruct 
the Superintendent what he shall do, and I hope the resolution will be 
allowed to pass. 

The joint resolution was reported to the Senate as amended; and the 
amendments were concurred in 
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The amendments were ordered to be engrossed and the joint resolu- 
tion to be read a third time. 

The joint resolution was read the third time, and passed. 

MESSAGE FROM THE HOUSE. 

A message from the House of Representatives, by Mr. MCPHERSON, 
its Clerk, announced that the House had concurred in some and non- 
concurred in other amendments of the Senate to the bill (H. R. 7049) 
making appropriations for the service of the Post-Office Department for 
the fiscal year ending June 30, 1884, and for other purposes. 

AMENDMENT TO A BILL. 


Mr. BARROW submitted an amendment intended to be proposed by 
him to the bill (FH. R. 7314) making appropriations for the naval serv- 
ice for the fiscal year ending June 30, 1884, and for other purposes; 
which was referred to the Committee on Appropriations, and ordered 
to be printed. 


DISTRICT WATER SUPPLY. 


Mr. McMILLAN. Iask that the resolution offered by me yesterday 
in regard to the water supply of the District be taken up and passed. 
It wili lead to no debate. 

Mr. MORRILL. I object. 

Mr. McMILLAN. It will lead to no discussion. 

Mr. MORRILL. We have now exhausted forty minutes of the time 
we ought to have had for the consideration of the revenue bill, and I 
insist on its present consideration. 

Mr. McMILLAN. This resolution went over yesterday until to-day 
on an objection. It will lead to no discussion. 

Mr. HARRIS. Iam by no means certain that it will lead to much 
discussion, but it can not pass without more or less discussion, because 
I am satisfied that the resolution is wholly unnecessary. 

Mr. McMILLAN. ‘Then I will notask for action on it this morning. 

INTERNAL REVENUE AND TARIFF DUTIES. 

Mr. MORRILL. Now I move to go on with the revenue bill. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The Senator from Vermont moves 
that the Calendar be postponed until to-morrow. 

The motion was agreed to. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. 
moves to take up the revenue bill. 

The motion was agreed to; and the Senate, as in Committee of the 
Whole, resumed the consideration of the bill (H. R. 5538) to reduce 
internal-revenue taxation, 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The question is on the amendment 
of the Senator from Mississippi [Mr. GrEorGE], which will be read. 

The AcTING Secretary. At the end of Schedule C it is proposed 
to add: 

Provided, That machinery for the manufacture of cloths and thread composed 


in whole or in part of cotton, wool, hemp, jute, or ramie, and all tools of me- 


chanics used solely in manual labor, shall be charged a duty of 10 per cent. ad 
valorem, 


Mr. JONAS. L offer an amendment to the amendment by adding 
afterthe word ‘‘ramie’’ the following: 


The Senator from Vermont now 


And machinery for the extraction and manufacture of sugar from cane and 
sorghum, 

Mr. FRYE. You had better include rice and hemp. 

Mr. PLUMB. I give notice that at the proper time I shall offer an 
amendment to include also all agricultural machinery. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The question is on the amendment 
of the Senator from Louisiana [Mr. JonAs] to the amendment of the 
Senator from Mississippi [Mr. GEorGE]. 

Mr. VANCE. IL ask leave to offer a substitute. 

The PRESIDENT protempore. After the otheramendments are acted 
on the Senator from North Carolina can offer his. 

Mr. HARRIS. Let the amendment of the Senator from North Car- 
olina be read for the information of the Senate, and the Senate will 
proceed to perfect the amendment pending before the vote is taken on 
his. 

Mr. GEORGE. Before that is read I desire to have read for the in- 
formation of the Senate, to post it more fully on the subject, my amend- 
ment as modified. 

The ACTINGSECRETARY. Itis proposed to modify the original amend- 
ment by adding: 

And provided further, That all agricultural implements, tools, and machinery 
shall be charged alike duty of 10 per cent. ad valorem, 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The amendment of the Senator from 
North Carolina [Mr. VANCE] will now be read. 

The Acting Secretary read as follows: 

For the period of ten years from and after the passage of this act the impor- 
tation of all kinds of machinery to be used exclusively in the manufacture of cot- 
ton or woolen goods shall be free of all duty, under such regulations as the Sec- 
retary of the Treasury shall prescribe, 

Mr. VANCE. Mr. President, at the proper time I shall offer the 
amendment which has just been read as a substitute for theamendment 
of the Senator from Mississippi as proposed to be amended, and I wish to 
say a very few words to the Senate in support of that proposition. 

On all occasions the South is told that she ought to manufacture. It 
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is unfortunately true that the South is the poorer section of this 


not naturally but in accumulated wealth; and being eng; 


Union. 
aged 


7 . : - : almc 
exclusively in the pursuit of agriculture the burdens imposed {or - 
e 


protection of manuiacturers have for three-fourths of a century fuller 
with peculiar force upon the people of the South; and whenever a 
have been disposed to complain of that taxation and to try to express 
that feeling in these Hallswe are met always with the statement. “ Yeu 
ought to manufacture yourselves; you have great advantages for j and 
you ought to do it.”’ 

The Senator from Vermont in inaugurating this tariff discussion more 
than a year ago told us we ought by all means to manufacture. All 
that has been repeated again by the Senator from Massachusetts, and 
we have been told of our neglected opportunities and facilities in this 
respect. Now, sir, I propose to test the sincerity of those Senators jp 
making those statements and in giving that advice. 

We have not believed that it is the interest of every man to many- 
facture; we have not believed that it is true political economy that q)| 
the people, North and South, East and West, should manufacture. We 
have believed that it was the primal business of mankind to cultivate 
the soil and to furnish food for the race, and we have believed that the 
true policy consisted in fostering and encouraging manufactures wher- 
ever they were demanded by public necessity; and that labor would 
distribute itself naturally in the. various occupations of mankind a¢- 
cording to the suggestions of interest, of soil, of climate, and of all the 
circumstances that influence our action. 

But, sir, we are, ladmit, subject to the imputation that we have nex 
lected great opportunities in my country, especially that manufactur 
ing which is done by means of water-power and machinery. We are 
peculiarly situated with reference to the manufacture of cotton. Ac 
cording to the report of Professor Kerr, late State geologist of North 
Carolina, which I hold in my hand, for 1875, we have rivers—and | 
only mention what are known as the main rivers without regarding 
their various tributaries that are sufficient in strength to turn machin 
ery—we have rivers equal to 3,300 miles in length, with an average fal! 
of 10 feet to the mile, giving a horse-power of 3,300,000; and that a 
cording to the report of the Prussian Bureau of Statistics in 1875 was 
equal to all the engine-power of Great Britain, stationary and locomo 
tive. That vast water power is very slightly utilized. 

In addition to those advantages of water-power we have more forest. 
existing, I believe, than in any State now in the American Union 
From the same authority I have it that the forests in North Carolina 
now standing upon the soil are greater in extent than they were when 
the country was first visited by Sir Walter Raleigh’s colonists, for th 
reason that the original inhabitants at that time had the custom o! 
burning every fall and spring the forests which destroyed the young 
timber; so that notwithstanding the amount which was under the 
English settlers cut down for the purposes of cultivation, yet the pres 
ervation of the remainder has left at this day the forests now greater 
in extent then they were when the country was first settled. So, then, 
the building material is at hand and the labor is also at hand, and | 
think that it is the best labor for manufacturing purposes that I know 
of anywhere in this Union, and for this reason: If you will examin 
the census tables, I think you will find—I have not examined them 
closely for the last decade—that there are more land-holders, more men 
who live upon their own property, in North Carolina than any State in 
the Union in proportion to population and extent of territory, and th: 
factories that we now have in North Carolina are not gathered into 
towns and villages as they are in the eastern portion of the Union 
They are situated at a water-power somewhere in the country, and 
almost all of the labor employed in them is furnished from the families 
of adjacent land-holders, and is constituted of that portion of the family 
that has not room to work upon the farm or that it is not desirabl 
should work upon the farm. It therefore goes into the factory, and 
by that means that labor is not dependent upon the vicissitudes ot trad: 
and upon tariffs, and it is not forced into desperate competition for lit 
and for bread as it is in more thickly settled portions of the country 
where they do not own the land. 

With all these advantages, with this great water-power given to us in 
consequence of the elevation of our mountain ranges, and these great 
forests and this cheapness and abundance of land, and with all the 
means of living cheap and with the cotton at our own doors, and with 
aclimate that enables the mills torun every day in the year—I have neve" 
known a mill stop in North Carolina on account of the weather—wit)h «!! 
these advantages, I say, the question recurs, why do we not manulacture 
more cottons especially? I will state that the reason as I conceive it 
to be+-in fact, as I know it to be—is that we want capital to estabiisi: 
these inanufactures. We have been endeavoring, so far as we had cp 
ital willing to invest in it, to establish manufactories, and in the Stat: 
which I have the honor to represent we have now about sixty cotton 
mills, with about 132,000 spindles in operation; but we have not been 
able to bring the small amount of capital that we have to bear on this 
subject. You will recollect, Mr. President, that in an agricultural 
community like ours what wealth we have is distributed, not concen 
trated; and you will recollect also that the South, and my State among 
the number of Southern States, has emerged but recently from adesolating 
war. You must recollect that our fields have been trodden down by 
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hostile armies; that our homes were burnt with fire; that our animals 
were destroyed; that our people were slain by the sword; that our 
bank stock, our railroad stock, our trust funds, and our slave property, 
which then amounted to almost halfour wealth, and that avast amount 
of our private funds were all swept away by the result of the war. | 
am not complaining of it; I am stating the simple facts of our condition; 
and the little capital that was left to us after the war found a more 
ready investment in the shape of usury, and a more protitable one than 
in any other form. 

When you can conceive a community desolated as that was, and with 
an entire absence of money, and the fact that those who had money to 
loan could command 18 per cent. interest, and that for ten years alter 
the war 18 per cent. was the common rate of interest, you will at onc 
see why the little capital that we did have did not seek investment in 
manufactures. But we have been gradually getting over that; and 
now, having shown the water-power to be so abundant and cheap and 
the building material to be so abundant and cheap and the means of 
living to be so abundant and cheap, the machinery that is necessary 
to establish factories constitutes by far more than half the cost of put- 
ting them up; and if we could for a few years have the privilege of in 
troducing machinery from abroad tree of duty that would cost us, say, 
one-half the present cost in order to establish these cotton factories, | | 
think that we might safely assure the country that we would go into | 
the manufacture of cotton, greatly to the satistretion of the Senator 
from Vermont and the Senator from Massachusetts. [| have no doubt 
that they desire to see a rival spring up at the water-pow: 
in order to undersell them in cotton. 

Mr. President, if we had the capital and we could once get the fu 
tories for spinning cotton and weaving it in the South, in my opinion 
we could in a very short time supply the world, especially upon t} 
commoner grades of cottons. Wealready compete with New Eng 
with all her capital and acquired skill and experience, in the con 
grades of cottons, and we could compete with Old England if w 
the capital to start the wheels of our factories; and we could do it with- 
out protection. We want capital; we do not want protection. We bi 
lieve that we have sufficient protection in the advantages which I have 
enumerated, and we believe that if we can not compete with Manch 
ter in the spinning and weaving of cotton with all these advantages, 
then it is an indication by the nature of things that we should not en 
gagein it. It can not cost less than $7.50 to transport a bale of cotton 
from Montgomery, Alabama, which I take as the average 
cotton production of the South, to Manchester. 


-ot the South 
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freight and insurance and all the commissions of the middle-men and the | 


thousand and one expenses which they will reasonably or unreasonably 
put upon 2 bale of goods, it can not take less than $7.50 to take a bale of 
cotton to Mancliester; and when that bale is spun and woven it ean not 
take less than $7.50 to bring the product back to put it in competition 
with the mills here in this country. That is $15 on the bale that we 
start with, without any Congressional protection. We would want no 
more than that, Mr. President; and as it is certainly desirable—and | 


suppose the high-protection Senators would acknowledge that it was 


|} cave 


desirable in an abstract point of view—to produce all the cotton for the | 
] ] 


human family as cheaply as possible, as well as to maintain in respect- 


| selves of these or 


ability and comfort the men who do produce it, surely it would be tothe | 


interest of the American Republic to do this much to encourage the man- 


ufacture of cotton goods right on the ground where all the expense of | 


transportation and the cost of middle-men would be avoided. 
I recollect a very eloquent outburst the other day from the Senator 


from Connecticut, on the subject of transportation, in favor of manu- | 


facturing everything at home. In fact, that is in the mouth of every 
Northern Senator. Now help us to manufacture cotton goods. Wedo 
not believe in the protective policy, as you call it; we do not believe 
that protection raises wages, that the law can make a man’s labor com- 
mand more in the market than the natural law of demand and supply 
will afford. We do not believe that the protective policy increases the 
comforts or the wages of the laboring man; and, if it did, we know that 
there are only 3,837,112 men, according to the census, engaged in min- 
ing and manufacturing who would be benetited by this increase of 
wages, while there are 15,554,987 men and women workers outside ot 
the factories whose wages would not be raised, but the price of whose 
living, whose bread, whose raiment, and whose shelter would be raised 
without any compensation from the law. 

We do not believe the story that is so often heard in this Halli, that 


England owes the greatness of her commercial prosperity to the system | 


of protection which she adopted and long followed. We de not believe 
that her prosperity is owing to that; but on the contrary we rather be- 
lieve that those things retarded the day of her prosperity and kept her 
back in the race. As well might you undertake to tell me that the 
long adherence to the laws against witchcraft was the cause of the de- 
velopment of the famed British constitution as to tell me that the mis- 
taken and barbarous protective policy of England was the cause of her 
greatness. As well might you undertake to tell me that the long and 
continued adherence of the ancient Britons to the Druidical religion 
was the cause of Christianity as to tell me that a protective policy was 
the cause of Great Britain’s prosperity. 
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Sir, it is the successful and the experience of that people that 
we should desire to imitate, and not her mistakes and her failures lt 
is the glorious results which she has attained by wise and liberal « 


actments that we should des 
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which I then showed w not el y att ibutable to our wastetulnes 
want of energy, want of « ind of saving, but the result of the un 
happy circumstances under which we have lived for the last twenty 
years. I point d out, also, that , ln thatsection, a large rmount 
of unemployed labor suitable for employment incotton and woolen 
tories, and unsuited for employme nourtields underourburni Wn 
I pointed to the women and ch 1. of the South, most of t ml 
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country, in that revision there would be some place for the industries of 
the section in which [ live Sur i disappointed if the acti of the 
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Finance Committee of this body is to be regarded as the voice of the 
body itself, foras I before remarked, instead of giving us free machinery 
they raise the tariff from 35 per cent. to 45 per cent. 

I now desire to present this question in an aspect not so entirely sec- 
tional as I have presented it. I say that the introduction of this ma- 
chinery, the establishment of cotton factories in the South, would be not 
only a sectional, a local advantage, but a national advantage. As itis 
now we raise over 6,000,000 bales of cotton a year, worth over $300,000,000 
in the markets of the world, and fail to get the benefit, the great ben- 
efit of manufacturing but a small portion of it. 

Here I desire to remark that the Southern cotton raiser raises his prod- 
uct in competition with the lowest paid labor on the face of this globe. 
He competes with the rice-fed Chinaman, he competes with the Indian 
ryot, he competes with the Egyptian fellah, and he competes with the 
Brazilian slave. 

We have heard for the last three weeks that it is the great and high 
duty of this body to protect American labor from the pauper and under- 
paid labor of Europe. There is not a single instance upon which we 
have legislated so far, or upon which we will act, in which the compe- 
tition of the foreign laborer is half so hard, so pressing, as it is in the 
raising of cotton. The manufacturer of the North and of the West 
competes with European labor, underpaid it may be, but he does not 
compete with the Chinese, the East Indian, the Egyptian, and the 
Brazilian slave, who are the competitors in the markets of the world 
with the laborers who are engaged in raising cotton. 

You can not protect us by a protective duty because we raise more cot- 
ton than is consumed in thiscountry. The levying of a protective duty 
on cotton would be nothing. From the want of facilities for manufactur- 
ing, our population, our workingmen at the South, and our working- 
women have been forced into a line of policy in raising cotton which 
has reduced it by overproduction to a price which hardly compensates 
for the raising. We want to divert this labor. We want to employ 
some of our population in making the products of our fields more val- 
uable than they are now. Wecan not do that. We have not the capi- 
tal to do it. 

Why object to allowing us to have machinery free, as proposed by 
the Senator from North Carolina and as I proposed a year ago? What 
is the reason for it? Do you say that there are laborers in the North 
who are engaged in making this machinery and that it would be un- 

just to them’? I answer that for every such laborer there are a hundred, 
if not five hundred, laborers in the South equally meritorious, equally 
entitled to the protection of this Government, who are deprived of em- 
ployment by a prohibitory duty upon this machinery. What are we to 
do? Is it right, is it just, is it fair, is it a sound national policy to levy 
a tax to support one man and turn a hundred out of employment? 
That is the question here. 

| have heard over and over again in the last three weeks the argu- 
ment pressed, and it has nearly always been pressed with success, adjust 
the tax so that the raw material may come in, either free or at a very small 
duty. Why isthat? For what purpose did we take such action? Only 
that our country and the world might receive the benetit of cheap pro- 
ductions. If that argument be sound, and no man on that side of the 
Chamber can deny its soundness, because it has controlled our action 
continuously ever since we entered upon the examination of this tariff 
question, then does it not apply with as much force to the introduction 
free or at a small tax of the machinery by which the raw material is 
converted into goods? 

I defy the ingenuity of man to frame a sound and sensible and a fair 
reason which would admit the raw material free or at a low duty for 
the purpose of encouraging manufactures and at the same time would 
impose a prohibitory tax upon the implements by which the raw ma- 
terial is to be converted into goods. Itcan not bedone. The argument 
which justifies one compels the other. 

Suppose that right by our cotton-fields and right by our sheep-walks 
we had the machinery and the factories for converting our wool and our 
cotton into the goods which the world wants increased in value from 
300 to 1,000 per cent., would you of the North be injured by that? 
Would you be hurt if we were enabled to increase the value of our pro- 
ductions over 500 per cent. ? [say you would not, 

Let me call the attention of Senators to the fact that the South now 
is and will continue to be a long time the very best customer of the 
North and West for their manufactures and for their agricultural prod- 
ucts. Mississippi raises over $50,000,000 of cotton a year, and I am 
sorry to say, circumstanced as we are—lI will not give the reason for it 
now 
chase of Northern goods, Northern wheat, Northern and Western flour, 
Northern and Western meat, Northern and Western wagons and plows. 
We buy everything. We expend all we make in the purchase of these 
things. Would it not be better for the West, would it not be better 
for the North, if our purchasing power was increased? I submit that 
to Senators on the other side. If you have no feeling of justice which 


would induce you to give us a fair and equal chance under the finan- | 


cial policies of the Government, then I appeal to your selfishness to 
enable us to make more money that we may spend more money with 
you. 


There is another branch of the amendment to which I desire to call 


nine-tenths of that lange sum is expended every year in the pur- | 


; — 


the attention of the Senate, which proposes to allow the 
at the rate of 10 per cent., of all the tools mechanics use 
bor. I would rather they would come in free. I asked the Senate. t 
the last session to let them come in free. I was answered by a pro oe 
sition to tax them 45 per cent.; but if, as is alleged (and I desire to al 
the attention of the Senate to that, and not only of the Senate but of 
the country), the protective system has for its basis the protection of 
American labor and not the augmentation of the products of American 
| capital, then that same principle certainly ought to induce us to give 

to that laborer the implements, the tools, the means by which to labor 
at the lowest possible price. 

Can any reason be given, if this whole system is founded upon the 
idea that we are to protect American labor, why the very laborer cap 
not have an ax, can not have a drawing-knife or an auger or a ham 
| mer or an anvil, or any other implement by which he plies his trade 

unless he pays to somebody else 45 per cent. in addition to the actual 
value of it? Thatis whatitmeans. It means that when the mechanic 
wants his hand-saw or his jack-plane, for that which would cost. hiy 
| otherwise but for this tariff $1, he pays $1.45. Is that right? Is that 

fair? Is it not inconsistent with the professions upon which you base 
your whole protective system? Does it not give color to the charve 
so often made and never to my satisfaction refuted that the cry for pro- 
tection for American labor is a mere sham, a mere profession to cover 
a levy of taxation for the benefit of the capitalist? Who would he 
injured by the reduction I propose? Who would be hurt? Nobody 
Who is injured by the imposition of the tax? It is the man who cre 
ates or helps to create the wealth of this country by his muscle, his 
sweat, his energy. Is that right? Shall every mechanic in this coun 
try who is not engaged in the great shops, and therefore working with 
the tools of a master—shall every independent laborer in the mechanic 
arts, every shoemaker who has his shop, every blacksmith who has his 
shop, every carpenter who builds a house and all the others when they 
go to work, be told, ‘‘ You can not have the proper implements and tools 
by which to ply your vocation unless you pay, not into the national 
Treasury, but to somebody else, a tax of 35 or 45 per cent. upon your 
| tools ?”’ 
| Itis this system which has driven the mechanics of this country into 
large shops, one of the greatest misfortunes as I believe of the time. | 
regard it as ominous of evil that the small, independent laborers, the 
men who get the pay themselves for the work they do, and who do not 
have to work under a master who gets the largest share of the profit, 
are being destroyed, driven by the policy of this country to work in the 
large shops, without tools of their own, without independent employ- 
ment, ready to be dismissed, as we were informed yesterday by the Sen 

ator from Vermont, by a man who had the misfortune, I might say, to 
| own the only nickel mine in this country, and whose hands were dis 
missed at the beck and will of the master. Sir, I protest againstit. | 
say if we are in earnest in our professions of love for the American 
laborer we will give him a chance to work with tools of his own, and 
without being taxed for others. 

The supplemental amendment which I offered this morning allows 
all agricultural implements to come in ata duty of 10 per cent. in 
stead of a duty of 45 or 35 per cent. The farmers of this country, at 
least the great body of them, can get little or no protection by du- 
ties. The rice farmer can get protection, and the sugar farmer can get 
protection, and I learned in a discussion the other day in this Cham- 
ber in reference to starch that some farmers in New England who raise 
potatoes get protection against the potatoes raised in the Dominion of 
Canada by an impost duty; but the corn-growers of this country, the 
wheat-growers of this country, the hay-growers of this country, the 
cotton-growers of this country, who constitute 1 might say nine-tenths 
of the agricultural population, how are you to protect them?” How are 
you to increase the price of their products by a protective duty’ It 
can not be done. The price of cotton, of wheat, of corn, of pork, and 
of beef, is now fixed not by the American market but by the European 
market. You can not raise it above that. If you do, exportations will 
cease and the American market will fall. So, I say that this class of 
our commuity, constituting more than a majority of it, are entitled to 
have the implements by which they produce all this great wealth to 
this country without having them first taxed in order to fill the already 
plethoric pockets of somebody else. 

Mr. President, I have in the amendment which I offered yesterday 
evening and to-day put the duty at 10 per cent. instead of free, as | 
offered it before. I confess, of course, that I would prefer the introduc- 
tion of all these things free, but from the action of the Senate and trom 
the action of the Finance Committee, and what I have heard trom al! 
parts of the Senate in thediscussion of this question, I despair of getting 
_an amendment of that sort passed. I therefore ask the adoption ot! this 
| amendment imposing a small duty. There are other things taxed as 
_low as this amendment proposes. Why can not the farmers and the 
mechanics of the country have the benefit of a low tax as well as others” 

I have detained the Senate longer than I expected, and especially atter 
_ the very able and forcible presentation of the most considerable part 0! 
| the subject by the Senator from NorthCarolina. I hope, notwithstand- 


introduction 
mM Manual a- 











_ ing appearances, that something will be done in the way of advancing 
' the interests which it has been my duty to advocate. 
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Mr. DAVIS, of West Virginia. Mr. President 

Mr. ROLLINS. If the Senator from West Virginia will allow me, I 
ask to have read the amendment proposed by the Senator from Louisi- 
ana [ Mr. Jonas]. . 

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr. ANTHONY in the chair) 
amendment indicated will be read. 

The PRINCIPAL LEGISLATIVE CLERK. 
line 3, it is proposed to insert: 

And machinery for the extraction and manufacture of sugar from cane or 
sorghum. 

Mr. ROLLINS. I move to add the words ‘‘and sugar.’’ 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Does the Senator from Louisiana ac- 
cept the amendment ? e . 

Mr. ROLLINS. Perhaps the Senator from Louisiana will accept that 
modification of his amendment. 

Mr. JONAS. I do not understand the amendment exactly. 

Mr. ROLLINS. 
ent. 
, Mr. JONAS. Ido not see where that amendment comes in. 

Mr. ROLLINS. Ithink it would be highly proper to have the amend- 
ment which I propose added. 

Mr. JONAS. I object. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. 
the floor. 

Mr. DAVIS, of West Virginia. 
be as brief as I can. 
bill. 


The 


The Senator from West Virginia has 


Mr. President, I shall endeavor to 
I believe that this Congress ought to pass a tariff 
I believe the present tariff needs revision, and believing that 


sincerely, I shall do all in my power to forward amd aid the passage of | 
It may not, probably will not, contain all that I might | 


a tariff bill. 


think was just as it should be. With that view of the case I want to 


make some general remarks upon the tariff, and ask to call attention | 
In this I have to say that I regret | 


to the amendment now pending. 
very much that I can not agree with all my Democratic associates. I 
believe the country needs a tariff, and that it is impossible to have 
what is known as iree trade, or anything near it. In saying this I do 
not wish to be considered as being what is termed a high-tariff man. 
Iam not. But I am for a tariffthat will yield sufficient revenue for the 
economical and proper expenditures of the Government, and in that 
tariff I believe incidental protection to our own industries is right and 
proper. It has been so regarded from the foundation of the Govern- 
ment; it ought to be so now. 

All political parties from the organization of the Government down 
to the present time have agreed that the revenue necessary for the ex- 
penditures of the Government should be raised by customs duties and 
not by internal revenue. For a short period during the war of 1812 I 
believe internal revenue was resorted to by the Government to a very 
limited extent; but I think in 1816, three or four years after, the en- 


actment was entirely repealed, showing that our forefathers believed | 


that a tariff for the necessary expenses of the Government was proper 
and right, and we have always until the late war acted upon that theory. 
The late war, of course, brought very extraordinary expenses, and in- 
ternal revenue had to be, as it ought to have been, resorted to. I believe 
now it would be an advantage to the Government and the best thing 
that could be done, at as early a day as practicable (and that day I hope is 
not far off), to repeal all internal-revenue taxes except that on whisky 
and other spirits. I believe if we could do so it would be better for 
the country to at once repeal the tax on tobacco in all its forms. 

In the report of the Secretary of the Treasury sent us a few days ago 
I find that during the last fiscal year $403,000,000 were collected from 
all the differentsources. Of that sum $220,000,000, in round numbers— 
for I shall use round numbers, as I will use frequent figures perhaps, 
but I hope not to be very tedious—was derived trom customs. What 
are known as the ordinary expenditures of the Government, less the 
sinking fund, were $257,000,000. When you add the sinking fund, the 
expenditures were $317,000,000. The estimated revenue of the Gov- 
ernment for the present fiscal year is $415,000,000; the estimate of ex- 
penditures, $295,000,000. If youadd to the necessary expenditures the 
provision for the sinking fund it makes $350,000,000, in round num- 
bers. Let us see what the expenses are for the year in which this tariff 
is to go into effect, which is the fiscal year 1884. That is the first year 
in which this tariff and the expenditures of the Government will come 
together if we should pass on this measure, as I hope we shall. The 
estimated receipts of the Government for 1884 are $415,000,000, of which 
$235,000,000 are to come from customs duties. The estimates of the 
expenditures of the Government for the same year, the fiscal year 1884, 
including the sinking fund, are $340,000,000. 

Mr. ALLISON. Do I understand the Senator from West Virginia 
to say that $335,000,000 will come in from customs duties? 

Mr. DAVIS, of West Virginia. Two hundred and thirty-five million 
dollars is the estimate at the Treasury Department for the year 1884, 
and $340,280,162 is the estimate of the Secretary of the Treasury for 
the expenditures of the Government, without paying anything what- 
ever upon the principal of the national debt; over $340,000,000 a year 
to be raised from taxation. Now, should this amount be raised from 


customs duties, or ought it to be from internal taxes”? 
My friend from Mississippi [ Mr. GrorGe] has offered an amendment, 
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It proposes to reduce the duty upon sugar to 10 per | 
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| which is pending, embracing a large list of articles on which he sug 


| 


gests that 10 per cent. ad valorem should be placed as the duty. The 
dutiable goods imported for the year ended June 30 last amounted to 
$505, 491,966.66, and the free-list amounted to $210,721, 980.8 On 
these $505,000,000 a duty must be levied to defray the expenditures 
of the Government, and the present duty, as the tariff now stands, is 
an average of 42.66 per cent. How can we, in justice to any portionot 
| the country—I include the South in that—discriminate, and say that the 
South shall have or that the whole country shall have—tariff duties must 
be levied on all sections of the country alike—so large a list of articles and 
put them at 10 per cent., when the average duty that has got to be col 

lected for the necessary expenditures of the Government is over 40 per 
cent. under this bill? I believe that under this bill the estimate tariff 
duty is about 37 per cent. I think the amendment now pending is im 

practicable and too low and ought not to prevail. I « 
| Support it. 

Mr. President, this country has always been most prosperous when 
we have had a fair and just tariff. From the organi the Gov- 
| ernment down to the present time I tind when the t times or finan- 

cial panics came that almost universally they came at times of low tariffs, 
| when we were exporting, sending abroad a large 
of this country derived from its soil. No country can 1 
prosperous that has to send abroad to get its n 
by paying abroad for manutactured articles it 
the country. 

I have a list here of the balances of trad 
call attention to that fora moment. In 1837 we had a panic which dis 
turbed the whole country. Forseven years previous to that the balance 
of trade was against us, and we sent abroad a good deal more money 
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than we got back. What did wesend it abroad for? We sent it abroad 
for foreign merchandisé If we had manufactured those goods at home 
we should not have had to send that money abroad. 

Again, in 1857 it will be recollected we hada panic. For eight years 


previous the balance of trade was against us; that is we bought more 
foreign goods than we sent abroad of our own products 
true in 1873 when there was another pani 


Phe same was 
lor ten years previous to 


1873 the balance of trade was more than a billion dollars against us 
That brought us to a financial panic, and we did not rally from that panie 
| until the great turn in our favor a few years since; and how was it done? 
| First, by large agricultural crops, and then stopping the use of foreign 
goods and using our own manulactures. Both of these causes contrib 
uted tothe result For the last even vears there have been ; 1,200, 000,000 
balance of trade in our favor. That has brought about what you see 
| in this country now, fair and prosperous times. It is true the last year 
the balance decreased somewhat because our crops had decreased and 
our purchases abroad had increased, and the balance of trade was only 
| about $25,000,000 in our fivor 
Mr. President, I wish to say a word as to the difference of political 
| parties on the tariff question. From the organization of the Demo 
cratic party under Mr. Jefferson to the time of the war, with one or two 
| intervals of short duration, the Democratic party had possession of the 
| Government. It lived all that time and acted upon a tariff for reve 


nue. Whatever expenses were necessary on the 
were colleated from customs duties and not from internal reve 
How was that levied and collected? It was by discrimination running 
through all the different tariff laws. The tariff ranged from 5 per cent 
ad valorem up to 100 per cent. ad valorem. I have here the tariff act 
of 1846, which we all know was a m« passed under Democratic 
auspices, and repealing the tariff of 1342. The very first item in that 
act reads: 


part ot the Government 


nue, 


ASUTE 


+ 
if 





On goods, wares, and merchandise mentioned in Schedule A 
cent. ad valorem 

And runs down to Schedule H, which is 5 per cent. ad valore 

Senators will bear in mind that that tariff was made by a Democraty 
Congress, and in it the duties ranged from 5 per cent. to 100 per cent 
I hive also here all the other tariffs, which any Senator can look at who 
desires; but I do not wish to take time by quoting them. ‘They show 
that the Democratic party from the earliest days believed in discrimina 


a duty 11M) per 


tions, that is in incidental protection; and in 1846, atter long expe 
rience, Congress made a tariff with a schedule commet } 100 per 
cent. and running down to 5 per cent 

| Mr. MCPHERSON. May I inquire of the Senator if there was any 
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such thing known at that time as internal-r 
Mr. DAVIS, of West Virginia. Certainly not 
the organization of the Government, with the exception 
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years during the war of 1812, down to i861, there no internal tax 
ation. 

Mr. MCPHERSON During the time the Democratic party had pos 
session of this Government 90 per cent. of all the revenue raised was 
raised on imported merchandise; while under the war tariff, levied by 


the Republican party and continued to-day, only 48 per cent. is raised 
from imported merchandise, and the balance from internal taxation 
Mr. BAYARD. One was a tariff for 
protection 
Mr. DAVIS, of We 
tween the Clay Whigs 
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a revenue, and the other 1s for 





t Virginia. As I understand the difference be 
for | was one of them, and I think my friend 
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from North Carolina [Mr. VANCE] was another—and the Democratic 
party of that day, it was that the Democratic party, under the lead of 
Jefferson and Jackson, said “‘ tariff for revenue, with incidental pro- 
tection,’? and Mr. Clay said ‘‘tariff for protection.’’ In 1836, under 
Mr. Clay’s lead, the law that I now hold in my hand was passed pro- 
viding for the distribution of the surplus revenue, then amounting to 
almost $40,000,000, among the States. In other words, the Clay policy 
was to continue a high tariff and raise money from that source to be di- 
vided among the States. Under this act $28,000,000 were actually paid 
to the States. ‘TheState of my friend from North Carolina got $1,432,- 
000 of that money, and all other States that were then in the Union got 
their fair proportion. That was under Mr. Clay’s policy, who desired 
to continue the protective tariff to raise money and divide it among the 
States 

Mr. BAYARD. I presume my friend wishes to be right in a matter 
of history. The tariff of 1832, to which the Senator now refers, brought 
in as a compromise tariff under Mr. Clay’s lead, provided for the grad- 
ual reduction and sealing down of the tariff by 10 per cent. biennially 
until the duties should reach an average of 20 per cent. ad valorem. 
It was « scaling down from year to year under the scheme of 1832 by 
which the tariff was reduced horizontally 10 per cent. every two years 
until 1842 should arrive, and then it should reach a maximum of 20 
per cent. ad valorem. That was the scheme of Henry Clay in 1832. 

Mr. DAVIS, of West Virginia. But my friend will also admit that 
the tariff of 1832 under Mr. Clay produced more revenue than was nec- 
essary to run the Government. 

Mr. BAYARD. Undoubtedly. 

Mr. DAVIS, of West Virginia. And in 1836 Mr. Clay brought for- 
ward the bill, which passed and became a law, distributing the surplus 
revenue among the States. 

Mr. BAYARD. Undoubtedly he did, but at the same time he was 
reducing that by a reduction of the tariff every two years. 

Mr. DAVIS, of West Virginia. But notwithstanding the reduction 
the revenue was so great that it was,divided among the States. 

Mr. President, from the earliest day of the Government most of our 
great and leading statesmen have been for a revenue tariff, with inci- 
dental protection. That is the Democratic doctrine as I understand it 
to be now. President Washington, in his last annual address, Septem- 
ber 17, 1796, said this: 

Congress have repeatedly, and not without success, directed their attention to 
the encouragement of manufactures. The object is of too much consequence not 
toinsure a continuance of their efforts in every way which shall appear eligible. 

Mr. MORRILL. May I ask the Senator from West Virginia if that 
was not the doctrine of the Democratic party of North Carolina in the 
last election—a tariff for revenue with incidental protection ? 

Mr. DAVIS, of West Virginia. I presume it was, but I do not know 
anything of that 

Mr. VANCE. I think I am competent toanswer that question. The 
platform of the Democratic party of North Carolina in the last election 
was almost precisely similar to that of the national Democratic platform 
at Cincinnati, a tariff for revenue with such incidental protection as 
would favor our own manufactures. 

Mr. DAVIS, of West Virginia. I would say to my friend from North 
Carolina that | would much rather the national Democratic platform 
had left out the word “ only;’’ it would have been better I believe for 
us. | believe to-day but for that word Hancock would be President, 
and | think a great many other Democrats agree with me. 

I have quoted Washington. I will now read from Madison. Mr. 
Madison said in a special message to Congress May 23, 1809: 

It will be worthy at the same time of their just and provident care to make 
such further alterations in the laws as will more especially protect and foster the 
several branches of manufacture which have been recently instituted orextended 
by the laudable exertion of our citizens. 

He directly saying that we should give more protection to the man- 
ufactures ‘‘ recently instituted.’’ Now, what does Mr. Jefferson say 
on the same subject in his letter to Benjamin Austin, in 1816? — + 

Mr. SAULSBURY. I wish toask aquestion. I understand the first 
tariff was introduced at the very first session of Congress after the adop- 
tion of the Federal Constitution, and the average rate of duties im- 
posed by that tariff was not much above 5 per cent. 

Mr. DAVIS, of West Virginia. I am notable to answer positively, 
but Ido know this, that whatever was necessary for the running of the 
Government as it was then economically run, it was collected by a tariff 
exclusively without resorting to internal-revenue taxation. It is true 
it then took much less to run the Government than it does now, but 
the fact that some articles were put at higher ratesand some put onthe 
free-list shows that they made discriminationsin raising revenue. What 
does Mr. Jefferson say in his letter to Benjamin Austin, of Boston, in 
1816? Speaking of free trade, manufactures, &c., for I do not want to 
read the whole letter, Mr. Jefferson said: 

[am proud to say that I am not one of these— 

Meaning free-traders. 

Experience has taught me that manufactures are now as necessary to our in- 
dependence as to our comfort. 

Mr. Calhoun, who lived very near my friend from North Carolina, 
said about the same time in 1816—and I read this to show that Mr. Cal- 
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houn believed that agriculture, commerce, and manufactures ouyht ; 
go together, and that by protecting one you fostered the others. 


Neither agriculture, manufactures, nor commerce, taken separate 
cause of wealth; it flows from them combined, and can note 


Mr. LAMAR. Waat year was that? 

Mr. DAVIS, of West Virginia. Eighteen hundred and sixteen, oy 
I ask the Clerk to read from President Monroe’s first inaugural address 
March 5, 1817. 

The Acting Secretary read as follows: 

Our manufactures will likewise require the systematic and fos: 
the Government. Possessing as we do all the raw materials, the fruit of o.+ 
own soil and industry, we ought not to depend in the degree we have « es 
supplies from othercountries. While weare thus dependent, the sudde 
of war, unsought and unexpected, can not fail to plunge us intothe most serious 
difficulties. It isimportant, too, that the capital which nourishes our man ja, 
ures should be domestic, as its influence in that case, instead of exhausting. as i; 
must do in foreign hands, would be felt advantageously on agriculture and 0, 
every branch of industry. Equally important is it to provide at home a marke: 
for our raw materials ; as, by extending the competition, it will enhance 
and protect the cultivator against the casualties incident to foreign ma 
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Mr. DAVIS, of West Virginia. It will be seen that President Mon 
roe called attention to the national wealth and thought we ought ¢, 
give it proper protection. Now let me read what Andrew Jackson said 
I read an extract from his letter to Colonel Robert Patterson, of Phila. 
delphia, May 17, 1823: 

Upon the success of our manufactures, as the handmaid of agricul tur: 
commerce, depends in a great measure the independence of our country: 
I assure you that none can feel more sensibly than I do the necessity of é1, 
aging them. 

Again, Andrew Jackson, in his letter to Dr. L. H. Coleman, of Nort}, 
Carolina, August 26, 1824, after saying that Heaven had blessed us wit) 
independence and with the minerals, speaking especially of iron and 
copper, went on to say that we ought to protect our people and do mon 
at home than we had done. I call the special attention of my friend 
from North Carolina and the Senate to the winding up of that letter 

In short, sir, we have been too long subject to the policy of British merchants 
It is time we should become a little more Americanized, and, instead of feeding 
paupers and laborers of England, feed our own; or else in a short time, by con 
tinuing our present policy, we shall be paupers ourselves. 

Fearing what I have and will quote might be called in question, I seni 
to the Library and had the quotations examined and found them cor 
rect. Now I will read what James Buchanan said about iron: 

No nation can be perfectly independent which depends upon foreign cou 
tries for its supply ofiron. It is an article equally necessary in peace and war 
Without a plentiful supply of it we can not provide for the common defense 
Can we so soon have forgotten the lesson which experience taught us during ihe 
late war with Great Britain? Our foreign supply was then cut off, and we could 
not manufacture in sufficient quantities for the increased domestic demand ; th: 
priceof the article became extravagant, and both the Government and the agri 
culturist were compelled to pay double the sum for which they might have pur 
chased it had its manufacture before that period been encouraged by proper por 
tecting duties. 

Then comes John Quincy Adams. Of course you know how he felt 
about manufactures. He has followed exactly the same line as thes: 
other gentlemen, showing that all the statesmen I have spoken of wer 
for a tariff for revenue, with incidental protection. 

President J. Q. Adams, in his fourth annual message, December », 
1828, said: 

The great interests of an agricultural, commercial, and manufacturing nation 
are so linked in union together that no permanent cause of prosperity to one of 
them can operate without extending its influence to the others. All these in 
terests are alike under the ss power of legislative authority, and the 
duties of the representative ies are to conciliate them in harmony together. 

Mr. VANCE. Will the Senator allow me to ask him how mucl 
tariff those ancient fathers of the Republic recommended and thought 
was necessary ? 

Mr. DAVIS, of West Virginia. All that was necessary for the expendi- 
tures of the Government, no matter what that was, whether much o1 
little—a tarifffor revenue. That is what I am speaking for now. 

Mr. VANCE. Is there any one on this side of the Chamber who is in 
favor of anything else ? 

Mr. DAVIS, of West Virginia. I hope not. 

Mr. VANCE. Then the Senator ought to make his remarks for the 
other side of the House. 

Mr. DAVIS, of West Virginia. I think both sides of the House need 
some little care. I ask my friend how can we puta numerous set of ar- 
ticles in the tariff-list at 10 per cent. when the average ought to be 30 
or 40? How can it be done and the Government be supported? It can 
not be done. 

Mr. VANCE. I want to ask the Senator—because he is competent 
to speak about this matter, he has given the expensesof the Government 
and the statistics of the Government a great deal of attention, much 
more than I have—if, in the days to which he has referred, tariff for 
revenue of about 20 per cent. on an average gave us enough revenue to 
defray all the expenses of the Government, enabled the Government 
under the lead of Mr. Clay to make a distribution of the surplus among 
the States for educational purposes—whether he does not think that a 
tariff of 20 or 25 per cent. now, considering the increase of population 
and the vast increase in consumption, would not yield the same revenue 
in the same way and give us enough for all the purposes of the Govern- 
ment and stil] have some to distribute among the States? 
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are more extravagant, more so than we were then. 
" Mr. MORRILL. And that was the distribution of receipts from the 
public lands. 4 a al Ne 

Mr. DAVIS, of West Virginia. Partofit. Atthat time it was con- 
siderably more in proportion than now. Butthe principle which I am 
vontending for—and I believe it is proper and right—is not that the 
tariff should be 20 per cent. or 100 per cent., but that it should be levied 
in such a way that it will give fair incidental protection to all portions 
of the country, and not to one class of people over and above another. 
That is what I believe is right. 

Now I will read what Henry Clay said in the Senate in 1852: 


In short, sir, if I were to select any term of seven years since the adoption of | 


the present Constitution which exhibited a scene of the most widespread dis- 
may and desolation, it would be exactly that term of seven years which imme- 


diately preceded the establishmeni of the tariff of 1824. If the term of seven | 


years were to be selected of the greatest prosperity which this people have en- 
joved since the establishment of their present Constitution, it would be exactly 
that period of seven years which immediately followed the passage of the tariif 
of 184. And is the fact not indisputable that all essential objects of consump- 
tion affected by the tariff are cheaper and better since the act of 1824 than they 
were for several years prior to that law? I appeal for its truth to common ob- 
servation and toail practical men. I appeal to the farmer of the country whether 
he does not purchase on better terms his iron, salt, brown sugar, cotton goods, 
and woolens for his laboring people? And I ask the cotton-planter if he has not 
been better and more cheaply supplied with his cotton bagging ? 

[ plant myself upon this fact of cheapness and superiority as upon impregna- 
ble ground, 

I have here a speech of Mr. George M. Dallas, of Pennsylvania, de- 
livered in the Senate February 27, 1832, on this question. He takes 
the ground, and it is true and it is illustrated every day, that a tariff 
levied for incidental protection in the end gives you your goods cheaper. 
He says: 

2. The reduction of the prices was a necessary consequence of the domestic 
competition created and excited by the policy. Since 1818, 1819, and 1820 the 
implements of husbandry have sunk in price thus: axes, from $24 to $12 by the 
dozen; scythes, spades, and common shovels, 50 per cent.; iron hoes, at $9 by the 
dozen, have given way tosteel hoes, at 4 by the dozen; socket shovels, once sold 
at $12 by the dozen, now sell a $4.50; iron vises, once at 20 cents by the pound, 
now at 10 cents; braziers’ rods were, in 1824, imported at $313 by the ton, and 


now are made at $130; and steam-engines have actually, since 1828, fallen 50 per | 


cent. in price, while atthe same time the amount of material and labor of which 
they are composed has nearly doubled.” 

To illustrate, if you buy for $50 a dozen certain articles and the pro- 
tection say of 60 per cent. When competition grew up in this coun- 
try it brought it down to $40. It was because manufactures in this 
country had grown into existence and enabled them to compete with 
foreign manufacture, and to reduce the price of goods. 

Mr. VANCE. Then ought not the tariff to be immediately with- 
drawn when it sets the manufacturers on their feet and enables them to 
compete with foreigners? 

Mr. DAVIS, of West Virginia. Certainly not, because then you 
would have no revenue for your Government; it should not be with- 
drawn. 

President Millard Fillmore, in his third annual message, December 
6, 1852, said: 

Without repeating the arguments contained in my former messages in favor 
of discriminating protective duties, I deem it my duty to call your attention to 


one or two other considerations affecting this subject. The first is, the effect of 


Mr. DAVIS, of West Virginia. The answer to that is that I think we 


| Mr. President, I am not willing in any vote that I shall give inter 
tionally to strike down any particular industry. I do not think 
would be right. I do not think it necessary. While I am opposed to 
what is called a high tariff, I shall steadily strive to regulate my cot 
so as to make a tariff for revenue with incidental protection. it is my 
conviction that no party can succeed in this country for any length ot 
time which places itself upon a free-trade platform, and I do not bi 


rc 


| 





| lieve it ought to succeed. I think we ou cht to raise our revenue by a 

| tariff, and not by internal-revenue taxation. 

| Ifwe buy goods to a large extent abroad we must pay for them, and 
to pay for them we mus nd the money out of the country, and to 

; send the money out of the country must make us poorer and enrich the 
foreigners to the extent taken from us. For that reason, if forno other, 


[ should vote for a revenue tariff with incidental protection 
If we should cause free trade to morrow what would be t] 
ion people would be thrown out of employment and perhap 
dollars would be sunk in this country And what good wou 
None compared with the evil; and I think it would b 
ciple. 
| Mr. President, the country is most prosperous, and it h 
so when we sent the least money abroad, when we boucht t li 
goods abroad; and if that is so we ought to encourage home man t 
ures as far as we can properly do so. 


Free trade would do what? It would make our labo 





: : 
| [ think 1 come within the limit when I say that from one to 
| 


Wrong in 


eign labor, so we could not compete with it I do not believe t . 
a Senator within the hearing of my voice who would east a vote to put 
the labor of this country on an equality with foreign labor. That 


trade would necessarily bring about if it came 
Now I beg pardon for detaining the Senate so long 
Mr. FRYE. Mr. President, the South is desirous of manutiet 
her cottonathome. The North is entirely willing that she shal | 
is no envy on the part of the North to the South. There isnod 
keep her in a state of poverty or to make her people agricultur 
The South is a part of this great nation, and her pro perity is the pro 
perity of the nation. One method proposed here to-day, under which 
the South shall manufacture her own cotton, is free machinery, beeaus 





it makes no difference whether it is free or 10 per cent. ad valorem, the 
| effect is precisely the same 
The Senator from North Carolina and the Senator from Mississippi 
| both say that what they lack is capital. They have rivers enough and 
| power enough to manufacture every pound of cotton they raise, but 
| 


they have no capital. Where is their capital to come from, Mr. Pre 
dent? It must come from the North very largely, and in facet it has 
gone into the South from there to-day and engaged in manufacturing 
nearly all of their manufacturing capital has come from the North; and 
that capital is ready at any day to pour itself into any State where ther 
is achance for reasonable profit—not the protits of 20 per cent. or 30 per 
cent. or 40 or 50 that gentlemen of free-trade procli es talk about, 
but 6 per cent., 8 per cent., or 10. 

But, Mr. President, let me sav to the Senator from North Carolina 
that no capital from the North will go into North Carolina or any othe: 


| Southern State for the manufacture of cotton under any such existing 


large importations of foreign goods upon our currency. Most of the gold of | state of things as he described Ile said, if [ understood him, that 


California, as fast as it is coined, finds its way directly to Europe in payment for 
goods purchased. In the second place, asour manufacturing establishments are 
broken down by competition with foreigners, the capital invested in them is 
lost, thousands of honest and industrious citizens are thrown out of employment, 
and the farmer to that extent is deprived of a home market for the sale of his 
surplus produce. Inthe third place, the destruction of our manufactures leaves 


the foreigner without competition in our market, and he consequently raises the | 


price of the article sent here for sale, as is now seen in the increased cost of iron 
imported from England. 


Daniel Webster, in the United States Senate, March 3, 1840, spoke 
as follows: 
The experiment of low wages has been often tried. We see it going on now 


in Asia and many parts of Europe. My colleague has recently given us a list 


of the prices of labor in various countries. We know what those countries are, 


there were 60 factories in North Carolina, 132,000 spindles, a little over 
2,000 spindles toa mill. No people on the face of the earth can man 
facture cotton goodsand make a reasonable profit with mills scattered 
in that way from Dan to Beersheba. The North has been fortunate in 
manufacturing, say the Senators from the South; New England ha 
been successful, say the Senators from theSouth. How? By her Low 
ells, her Lawrences, her Manchesters, her Concords, her Nashuas, het 
Lewistons, her Biddefords; not by scattering cotton-mills broadcast 
over the whole country, but by massing them in cities and towns around 
the fall in the river which moves the spindle, where it is possible fo: 
them to have every convenience for manufacturing with a profit 


or i Wikia fawn then thats oun mashineehune: thao | ‘yr own ma 
and what the condition of the poeple is. On the other hand, we have tried the They have, then, their own machine-shops; they build their own ma 


experiment of high wages; and has it not produced the best condition of society, 


for the general happiness of all, that has ever existed upon the face of the earth? 


Now I read from Horace Greeley’s Essays on Political Economy, 
1869. In speaking of Mr. Clay, he said: 
Mr. Clay, in his Raleigh speech (June 17, 1844), pleasantly exposed the fallacy 


of the free-trade assumption that the price of an article is enhanced by the 
amount of the duty thereon, by citing the disoomfiture of a Democratic can- 


chinery; and if a wheel breaks or a card breaks down or a spinner i 
out of repair, all that has to be done is to load it on toa jigger and send 
it to the machine-shop, within half a mile of the cotton-mill 

Now, let me say to the Senators from the South that you never can 
have success in manufacturing cotton or wool or anything else until 
you mass your manufacturing corporations into localities by themselves, 





vasser, who, seeing a shabbily-dressed hearer just in front of him, arrested the and being thus massed they equip ther WEEE SUSE Seneinay stn 


regular flow of his eloquence long enough to ask: ‘“‘ My friend, do you know 


that these tariff monopolists make you pay 6cents per yard more than you should 
for that shirt you have on?” ‘I suppose it must be so, since you say it,” re- 


sponded the surprised and scared auditor; “but I have no learning, and don't 
quite understand it, since I only gave five and a half.”’ 

Now, I want to call attention to the celebrated Kane letter of James K. 
Polk, a letter upon which I believe he was elected President, for without 
that letter he could not have received the vote of Pennsylvania: 


In my panpnens it is the duty of the Government to extend, as far as it may | - ‘ 
© to do so, by its revenue laws and all other means within its power, | there to make the necessary repail 


be practicab’ 


| sary to carry on the cotton-mill and to repair its machinery and to 
build new machinery when the old is worn out 
Why, sir, the ordinary deterioration of machinery in the averags 

cotton-mill is $1 to a spindle every year. Your cotton mills ought to 
| have at least 30,000 spindles each; they run at the North from 20,000 
to 75,000, and even then annual deterioration in a well kept, well-built, 
well-cared-for mill is 75 cents on a spindle. If it is no greater than 
that in your State of North Carolina, and you have no machine-shop 
) s, how can you hope to prosper in 


fair and just protection to all the great interests of the Union, embracing agri- manufacturing cotton? Why, sir, to be successful in any State in 


culture, manufactures, the mechanic arts, commerce, and navigation. 


That is the letter on which Polk and Dallas went before the people 


and won; and Mr. Polk said he believed in incidental protection 


| the South these cotton-mills must gradually work themselves into on 
! . . . 

city or on to one river, and then equip themselves with their own ma 
chine-shops: then they will not be exposed to the immense freight and 
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cost of repairs that they are to-day. And yet the proposition of the 
Senator from North Carolina and of the Senator from Mississippi is to 
let machinery come in practically free. 

Sir, that is killing the goose that laysthe goldenegg. Let machinery 
come in free and you never can have a machine-shop within the whole 
borders of the South. There can not then be found $100 of capital so 
utterly crazy as to invest itself in a machine-shop in the South or 
anywhere else in this country, and no more fatal blow could be struck 
at the cotton-manufacturing industries of the South than this which 
the Senator from North Carolina and the Senator from Mississippi pro- 


pese 
Mr. VANCE. Will the Senator allow me to ask him a question ? 
Mr. FRYE. With pleasure. 
Mr. VANCE. Lask him for information. I simply want to know 


why, if his knowledge of machinery will enable him to answer satis- 
fuctovily, a man can not just as soon mend a piece of machinery that 
had come in duty free as to mend a piece that was broken that had 
been highly taxed? 

Mr. FRYE. I said it because he can not build the machine-shop 
sul get the tools. Let machinery come free into this country for five 
years and you would not have a machine-shop north or south in this 
whole country, but you would be dependent upon England, and then 
when your machinery brokedown this whole country would be sending 
over to England to have their machinery repaired and to buy her new 
machinery. Do the Senators realize what this means? Why, every 
time an invention is discovered by which 10, 15, or 20 per cent. can be 
saved in any direction out comes all the old machinery in the mill and 
incomes the new. Im these modern days of small profits, when the cost 
of manufacturing has been cut down at every step to the closest edge, I 
say to the Senator from North Carolina that this matter of inventing 
new machinery is the life and has been the life of manufactures in New 
England for the last fifty years. If the inventive genius of our skilled 
mechanics had been inactive; if prohibition on England’s part had not 
been a constant spur, cotton manufacturing would have been an un- 
known industry here. 

Mr. President, a short time ago a proposition like this was made in 
the House of Representatives, and General Robert Patterson, of Phila- 
delphia, then 89 years of age, owning largely in, and controlling almost 
entirely, eleven cotton and woolen-mills, more spindles than there are 
in North Carolina to-day twice over, wrote this letter: 

I learn that a member from Georgia has introduced a bill to repeal all duties 
on cotton machinery 

Mind you, this is a manufacturer, not a machinist— 


To enact such a bill would cause great and permanent disaster to the Ameri- 
can machine works and tothe cotton manufacturers themselves. It is presumed 
the bill is for the supposed benefit of parties in Georgia and elsewhere who are 
engaged in manufacturing cotton, or who contemplate embarking in that busi- 
ness; and to those who take only asuperticial view of the subject it would seem 
that the proposed measure would be a beneficial one to those classes. I am, I 
believe, the largest individual manufacturer in the United States, and my ex- 
perience, which is a very long and large one, has proven just the contrary. The 
parties really benefited would be the English manufacturers of textile machin- 
ery. Remove the protection to American production, and in a short time the 
English would control the market, and ask what they pleased after the Ameri- 
cans had been crushed by inability to compete at living prices. 

rhe Americans make the best machinery to be found anywhere. I have sold 
all the English machinery in my several mills for what I could get, and have re- 
placed it with the product of the Bridesburgh (Pennsylvania) Manufacturing 
Company, and in consequence have saved as much from the increased production 
and improved quality of the same as the new maclrinery cost. I now have all 
my mills in perfect running order, but I pity the men who bought the English 
machinery. There is no State in this country more interested in the protection 
of Ainerican machinery and American industries of all kinds than Georgia; next 
to Georgia comes Alabama and Tennessee, with cotton, iron ore, and coal inthe 
greatest abundance, a good climate, and water-power suflicient to run any 
amount of machinery. The child is born who will see these three great States 
competing with Pennsylvania in manufacturing, and their members of Congress 
the most ardent defenders of home industry. 


Mr. President, how can men be so blind to their own interest? In | 
these States in the South there is lying to-day buried in the bosom of 
the earth coal and iron, as good ore as there is in the world, and every 
spindle in a cotton factory takes one hundred and five pounds of iron 
ore and twice as many pounds of coal to make it, and yet the Sen- 
ator from North Carolina asks to let that iron lie there; let that coal be 
buried there, and let his people be paupers if they may be; let them be 
unemployed, cross the Atlantic Ocean, employ the laboring men of En- 
gland, use their coal mines ahd iron mines, and thus forever be com- 
pelled to pay tribute to England, and send his machinery there for re- 
pair or for renewal. 

Two hundred and fifty thousand tons of iron ore are used every year 
in this country for new machinery and necessary repairs. Let it lie in 
the ground; let the men who mine it, the men who work it, the men 
who dig the coal from the bowels of the earth starve. The free-trade 
doctrine of the Senator from North Carolina feeds the hungry men of 
England, Scotland, and Ireland at the cost of his neighbors at home. 





A great injustice was done last night by the Senator from Ohio [Mr. 
SHERMAN | when he put this duty down to 35 per cent. ad valorem. | 
The duty under the existing law is 45 per cent. for steel and 35 per cent. 
for iron, and this includes the casing and boxing of all machinery. This | 
machinery has to be cased in tin first, then boxed, then material put 
between to keep it perfectly dry, and the actual duty upon this casing | 





and boxing is at least 10 per cent. This bill which we are conside 

. : “ UCT 
to-day repeals that duty on casing entirely, thus cutting down the « 
10 per cent. at least, and now the Senator from Ohio, who likes to eet 
high duties on iron, has proposed and carried a proposition t, one 
down 10 per cent. more. mame 

Why, Mr. President, the textile machine manufacturers of t}yjx 
try, alter twenty years of serious struggle, have just arrived at 
sonable hope of existence and mo more. I owned stock in one of ¢),,. 
largest New England textile machine works. For eighteen years | xo... 
received a dividend over 6 per cent., and six years out of the 
did not receive one single dollar; and what is true of that machine-sho 
is true of about every other in New England. Many of them "wn 
failed over and over again, and you might know they would witha du; 
of 35 per cent. on the perfected machinery, one-half of that machin, Md 
being raw material, and a duty on the raw material of from 55 to 65 
per cent.; while the difference in labor abroad and labor here is mon, 
than 80 per cent. more. How could you expect your manufacturers oy) 
machinery to live under a 35 per cent. duty? 

Sir, with only that duty there never would have been a machine-s| 
established in the United States of America, and to-day we should hay, 
been paying tribute to Great Britain. Thanks to Great Britain hers); 
for seventy-five years we had a protection higher and better than eye; 
was contained in any tarifflaw. In 1774 she passed a law prohibitins 
the exportation of machinery. In 1799 she renewed it; in 1823 she px 
newed it; in 1832 she renewed it. So that from 1774 down to 1845 yoy 
could not import from Great Britain any machinery for the manutact ye 
of textile fabrics whatever—absolute prohibition. Back in those early 
days we tried our best to steal for the infant colony the early patents of 
Arkwright; they got the models on board ship; they smuggled them 
there in the night-time; a British officer was on the search, went on 
board the ship, and took them away from the smugglers; and this early 
and honest attempt to make this splendid invention of use to us was 4 
failure. 

The first model for a print roller that ever came to this country a 
woman stole in England, brought in her trunk, carried it to the city o; 
Lowell. I say for seventy-five years we were protected by absolut: 
prohibition, and there never was an industry that developed so magniti- 
cently, there never was an industry that so levied contribution upon the 
inventive genius of a country as this protected business of making ma 
chinery, protected by England until 1845. If it had not been for that 
protection which called out the inventive genius of our country, which 
enabled it to invent Whitney’s gin, down in Mississippi, to-day — 

Mr. VANCE. Will the Senator say when Whitney’s gin was in 
vented? In what year? 

Mr. FRYE. I cannot exactly. 

Mr. VANCE. I think that in that year the tariff was about on 
third what it is now. 

Mr. FRYE. When Whitney’s gin was invented there was absolute 
prohibition. 

Mr. VANCE. On what? 

Mr. FRYE. On the importation of machinery itself But whether 
that is so or not, I say that that absolute prohibition had so levied con 
tributions upon the inventive genius of this country that the demand 
was constantly prevailing, continually pressing, and that genius was 
night and day engaged in its splendid work. 1 say now to the Senator 
from Mississippi if it had not been for the invention of the cotton-gin, in 
Mississippi to-day one man would have been ginning five pounds 0! cot 
ton a day and no more, and until it was invented he never did more 
than that. If it had been left to the agriculturists of the South to hav: 
discovered or invented anything to help them out of that ridiculous 
position it never would have been discovered, and now a day’s work 
would be five pounds to a man. 

Why, sir, in one year after Whitney’s gin was invented one man 
ginned seventy-five pounds a day instead of five before it was disco\ 
ered, and to-day with its improvements, all made by American machin 
ists, he can gin four hundred pounds. Your export of cotton under thy 
old method of labor in 1791 was 150,000 pounds, and in ten years later 
it was 15,000,000 pounds, and yet you would destroy the machinists oi 
America ! 

Mr. VANCE. I should like to ask the Senator what became of ull 
those people that Whitney’s gin turned out of employment, and it th: 
invention of that gin was favorable to the protection of American !a 
bor? 

Mr. FRYE. Ihave heard men who lived away up in some back cou 
try among the hills, and never approached civilization more than on 
in fifteen or twenty years, declare that when a railroad was built ther 
would not a horse be sold in the whole length and breadth of the lan 
When Arkwright’s machinery was invented, there were men Who 
no further than over the glasses on their own noses who predicicd (sat 
the world of labor was coming to an end, that women must weep anc 
men must starve. Does the Senator from North Carolina want 
back to five pounds of cotton ginned in a day by one man? 

Mr. VANCE. The Senator is not treating my question |. 
asked him what became of those people, as he says the gin was Javon 
ble to the protection of American labor. 

Mr. FRYE. Up in our country, I am happy to say, they are ul! a! 
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work, every man who wants to work, and for good, fair wages, enough, I do not believe for one, and I hope the people whom I have the 
if he is a temperate, sober man, to lay by every year something in the | honor in part to represent, do not believe that this cry of protection to 
savings-bank for a rainy day. American labor is a sincere one. We believe it is hypocritical; we be 


Rhode Island, Massachusetts, and Pennsylvania, in addition to your 
duties under your tariff, once paid bounties to machinists, and they did 
well. A few years ago a few mule-spinners would come over from 


lieve that in the Senator’s own country he employs foreign labor when 
ever he can get it cheaper than American labor; and not only that, as 


: : - was said by the Senator from Massachusetts the other day, that they 
abroad, go into one of our mills, on Sunday get drunk, Monday would | welcomed everybody that would come here to take part with us and 


strike, and all the machinery in the mill stopped absolutely, and all to become a citizen and a member of this creat Republic and so on and 
over our country where we manufacture we were at the mercy of a few | so on—not only that, sir, but they weleome with open arms the intro 
mule-spinners, ready ata moment’s notice to strike, wages or no wages, | duction of the Chinese, not the better class of Chinese. but the refuse 
high wages or low wages. The inventive genius of the machinist sup- | of Chinese society, the off lippings of the fungus grow th upon that so 
plied a machine which now enables us to say to the mule-spinners, | ciety, and that never comes here to stay and become citizens I believe 
Leave if you please; there is a machine that will do your work even | there is but one instance of a Chinese subject ever having been natural 
with a boy attending it.’’ The success of our machinists, as I say, has | ized in this country. They come profess dly to make money by under 
been perfectly magnificent, and it is due entirely not to protection but | working the American laborer, and when they get a certain amount 
to absolute prohibition for seventy-five years. ‘To-day we make better | they go back to China. But those men are weleome. and for their wel 
machinery than England can possibly make. We have better iron to | fare, in the sacred name of American labor, we are called upon to sub 
make it of. We build our machinery more elegantly, more gracefully, | mit to taxation. 
using the weight of iron only that is needed, while England, having iron Not only that, Mr. President, but we know as a fiet, and I have 
at low cost, uses it regardless of grace or strength, and their machinery | never heard it denied, that Canadians swarm eross the border into the 
can not compare with ours for the weaving and spinning of cotton goods | country of the Senator who has just spoken, and work for a certain pe 
or woolen goods or silk goods. This is a tribute to protection given us | riod of time until they get so much money, and go back to their own 
by England’s policy of prohibition. | country, without any reference to becoming citizens at all. and they are 
I say, Mr. President, that the proposition of 35 per cent. ad valorem | welcomed with open arms, and we are called upon to levy a tax upon 
on machinery is absurd, one-half of the machinery being raw material | all the American people in behalf of that ‘‘ American’? labor 
and paying a duty under the same bill that makes that 35 per cent., of Mr. President, in relation to this subject, I have a letter in my hand 
from 45 to 50 per cent.; and yet the Senator from Mississippi and the | received from a citizen of New Hampshire, who signs his name, and | 
Senator from North Carolina ask that it shall be put down to 10 per | would send it to the Secretary’s desk and have it read but that I feas 
cent. Under the 35 per cent. I suppose our machinists will still strug- | the Secretary can not read it without a little preliminary examination 
gle along, now and then halting, now and then falling, but still strug- | as it is a difficult hand to read. I will therefore read it my 


Cll Sena 
gling along. Under 10 per cent. they die the death forthwith, and cot- | tors will be kind enough to listen to it 
ton manufacture in the South dies with it, as it ought to if Senators rinron, N. H., January 24, 1883 
who represent the interests of the South commit the murder. DEAR Sir: Tread with interest a synopsis of the debate in the United States 
I have no doubt that they can manufacture cotton goods in the South, | “te he 18th instant, in whieh you participated with good effect 
They ought to be able to do it. Capital will pour in there, machine I am much obliged to him for his compliment 


shops will be built tl ere, but it is in spite of an effort for tifteen year The large introduction of Canadians is a striking illustration of the especial 
on the part ot the South to destroy the industries of the South and de- | care manufacturers manifest for American labor, and furnishes conclusive evi 
stroy the building of machinery in this country. The Congress of the | dence that they buy that commodity when and where they get it the cheapest 


United States has had more sense than the gentlemen who represent the — paee ae _ cotton manufacturing towns, and are a majority of the 
South as to that particular business. issn ses biel ae ; 

Mr. President, I have kept silent through this whole discussion on Absolutely a majority, he asserts 
the metal schedule, because it is a subject I know little or nothing The Kanuck and wife, their children over 8 years of age, accept employment 


about, and I believe I make it a rule never to talk about anything in | “prices named by the agent or overseer . —_ 
he United States Senate that I d t think I ec: ° . 5 | rheir tenements of three rooms or two, and sometimes one, make ample shelter 
the United Sta sd enate 1a do no Mn can give some honest light for all purposes for families of half a dozen or more Phe wife carns her per 
upon, and that is my only excuse for these remarks which I have made. | diem except for a week before and after child-bearing 
I thank the Senate for its indulgence, and I sincerely hope that Sena- |. Another peculiarity is a disregard for common schools. Our laws for com 
e ’ .: . ssc . ; pulsory education are very often avoided, and comparatively few comply with 
tors from the South will not undertake seriously to reduce a duty which | the regulations prescribed by the various boards of education or of prudential 
is the lowest on any manufactured article in the whole schedule, a duty | committees. Twenty-five to forty cents daily earned is of far more importance 
° . e . ‘ "9 M4 ‘ 1 r “ ing their esti tio “al ) eK hi thode 
which is smaller than that on the materials going into the manutact- aan comin ntal Ie arn ng in ir time i ~ : am inti ms ~~ t Ss 5 b - 
: : ° . > sli suc ‘cisiation has hee defeated (compulsory attendance), anc i¢ po 
ured article, and that they will appeal for capital on some better ground | tential agency of the manufacturing interests accomplished it, With this popu 
than that after the capital has been invested it shall be forced to go to | lation the Sabbath becomes a holiday, sometimes ending in dancesand drunken 
. . . . . . > gies *shado of oure ‘ es sarule hev are ‘Ss i 
England to buy its machinery, and from year to year for its repairs. orgies within the shadow of our church: As # rule, they are faithless, without 
M VANCE M Presider T hs m = ria . .| honor in discharging their debts. Slight causes are sufficient to make them call 
a r. awe. 4 Tr. reside nt, had hoped from my knowledge Ot | for private or public charity, even when they have abundant funds at their com 
the Senator from Maine that in his remarks to-day, to which I have | mand. They leave their Canadian homes for temporary purposes only, to earn 
listened with pleasure, because I wish to obtain all the information | re thew Soueene geen at Tey make an advance payment, or to improve 
— . yremises, as the case may be 
can on this important subject, he would have gotten out of the rut and Their reputation compels every prudent man who deals with them to ask for 
have given us something new, but it is the same old formula about a | ®nassignment of wages. — , 
struggling industry that will perish if the duty is not retained, and so ms. on Pigcoe 1 nrg od sa A wat the tradesman and the farmer out of large 
on and 80 on. All that I would have deemed it unnecessary to reply They avoid taxation when possible, and contribute to no public charity or im 
to but for his allusion to what he said was my disregard for the pau- | provement. Their one purpose is to get money and keep all they can by means 
; Town © , rer ee : TOR s xt fair or foul 
pers of my own country. By the way, we have none there, Mr. Pres- | “One-third the population of Manchester, one-half of Suncook, with a heavy 
ident. I think North Carolina will show fewer paupers supported by | mix tn Laconia, Tilton, and Franklin, has been the result of a few years’ devel 
the public than any State in this Union. opment. ;, . a ee 
‘RYE 7 » Sens ; P . . . a. 4 mend With such an element distributed in every neighborhood and permeating to a 
ene E. if the Senator will allow me | should like to change greater or less extentevery manufacturing establishment, it is no use for protec 
that word if Iused it. Idid not mean tospeak of the paupers of North | tionists to mouth homilies on the dignity of labor, or shed tears on account of 
Carolina; I simply meant to say the poor men there whom the Senator | the pauper labor of Europe. By such contact our own is already degraded 


was cing ¢ , i invidi . v ofan .. | From eleven to thirteen hours’ toil in the dust and clatter of cotton-mills six 
as talking about. I meant nothing invidious. You have no mor days in the week give ample sanitary cause for recreation the seventh, even if it 


poor men than we have. rasps on New England notions of theology 
Mr. VANCE. I took it not atall invidiously. It isa word usedall| 1 aah oe ca hagenen fe 4 eee virion Mp 
the ti i ise i ej slati ¢ Ve haves » Tis wc in | ersfrom Canada, and their consequent return, has become a very important ele 
time in discussions in relation to labor. We have some paupers in ment which continually adds to their receipts. In value it quadruples the total 


my State, and we send them to the poor-house and let the county com- | of summer travel through our State to the mountains 
missioners provide for them. We do not build a marble palace for them | _ This plant which has its origin in the ordinary working of 


our manufactur 


and support them at public expense on better food than we ourselves | iS interests, which purchases labor as it reson dir oct yoers Raptr fleeces 
have. debte to middle-men wh ch woul i almost Vie in magnitude with the profits of 
Now, in relation to the Senator’s argument that with all the ores in our manufactories. ; ae intone han abienitind tds’ 
the earth and facilities for manufacturing iron, we preferred to let them lie | . Por jwents years Se nee can" ieaen wena aniaeaacel wnat 
there and to feed the hungry paupers of Scotland, England, and so on. | ne guia to show for two decades of persistent work with close-cut economy 
True we have not believed in the doctrine of taking that iron out of the | among the laboring classes. “The small fart er, the mechanic the factory opera 
earth unless it paid and was profitable to do so. Ifa man has an iron a oe en ee 
mine in my country he does not think that because he is unable to buy ‘Itis Seneettion! cant or downright dishonesty for any intelligent New En 


_ and hire a man to dig it out for him in consequence of a neigh- slander to pre tend to manife st anxiety 01 fe ar from the pauper labor of 1 ‘urope 

ivi "TOS .Tive Avi 1 ¢ i oY ¢ aw . | When right in their eyes Canaca swarms ts inhabitants by ousands into « 
mr lis ing across the river hav Ing bee n at it longe r and be ing better manufacturing centers where they are weleomed with hospitable hands. There 
prepared for it so as to get it out a little ch saper, it is therefore neces- | is not a representative in Congress from New England but knows it, unless he 
, to tax all the neighbors around to pay him for hiring a man and | st —, ee of a —— — h a. oa — - alt cont every 
a] . . . of Ss r . . : iousehol The pauper labor o anada 1s a physical and moral parasite which 
ying the pick and getting the iron ore out. We do not believe in deprives our own labor of just recompense and tends largely to demoralize and 
that. The Senator does. corrupt the community wherever it is employed. There is neither dissent nor 
' . I . 
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warning voice in behalf of the American laborer or good morals as against this 
Canadian exodus. The pretense of protectionists is toothin. To buy cheapand 
sell high isan immutable fixture to humanity. No man or corporation in the 
lon run but adheres to the principle. It is inherent because itis natural. To 
deny it is stultification and falsehood, But I started to ask the favor of a copy 
of your speech if published, or a more complete text than appeared in the Bos- 
ton papers If not too much trouble, I will esteem it afavor to be remembered. 
Yours, very respectfully, 
FRANK J. EASTMAN. 


United States Senate 


Ifon. Z i. Vas 


I should like to see the Senator chew over that a while. There it is, 
from a citizen whom I do not know, but he gives his name, and he gives 
his town, and he gives the figures, and writes very intelligently as you will 
all judve from hearing it read. He says that there has been no increase 
of wealth for twenty years, He says that the farmer, and the day la- 
borer, and the mechanic, and such classes have made no advance; their 
only advance has been toward old age. And all of that is effected by 
this influx of Canadian labor, immoral as it seems to be, demoralizing 
in every sense, Which comes over here to underwork and underbid for 
labor the genuine American citizens, and the money collected on this 
pretense of protecting the American laborer goes in this way. 

Mr. DAWES. The letter which the Senator from North Carolina 
has read comes from New Hampshire. I have no personal knowledge 
of the condition of the operatives in New Hampshire; I only infer that 
if they were very much worse in New Hampshire than in my own State, 
they would not be able to keep them there a great while. I will give 
the Senator a few figures in reference to the condition of the operatives 
in my own State, and he can judge whether what is stated there to be 
true of the operatives in New Hampshire is true of the operatives in 
my own State. 

Mr. VANCE. I did not know that I had yielded the floor, sir. 

Mr. DAWES. I thought the Senator sat down. 

Mr. VANCE. I do not look as though I was sitting down, do 1? 

Mr. DAWES. Not at this moment, but the Senator was actually 
sitting down when the floor was awarded to me. I beg the Senator’s 
pardon. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr. ANTHONY inthe chair). The Chair 
thought the Senator from North Carolina took his seat and recognized 
the Senator from Massachusetts. 

Mr. VANCE. I was very nearlydone. I have justa word toadd. I 
supposed the Senator rose to ask me a question and I paused to hear the 
question. If the Senator has anything to say in relation to this state- 
ment | will yield to him. 

Mr. DAWES. I will not interfere with the Senator’s speech. The 
Senator was sitting down and I addressed the Chair, but of course as 
the Senator had notconcluded his speech, I will not interfere with him. 

Mr. VANCE. The Senator is mistaken, but let that go. I was not 
sitting down. 

Mr. President, as I was going to remark in conclusion, I know nothing 
of the gentleman who writes the letter, but I think it has been charged 
here over and over again, in fact I have charged it myself without de- 
nial, that this Canadian labor is employed. There is no harm, as I 
always contend, in buying your labor as you buy anything else, where 
you can get it cheapest, but Ido not want the people to understand 
that the laborers who come here from Canada come to make citizens. 
I do not want people to understand that we are so anxious to help the 
citizenship of the country that we take in Chinese for such time as they 
shall see proper to stay and at the same time heavy taxes are to be 
levied for the benefit of American laborers, which in fact go to Chinese 
and Canadians. In other words, if heavy taxes are levied for the benefit 
of American laborers, I want the American laborers to get the benefit. 
I am willing for them to get it, though I am not willing that it shall 
come off my people who labor. Ido not want to tax a man who is 
getting $10 a month 50 per cent. upon everything that he buys, eats, 
drinks, or wears; I do not want that man to pay high protective tariff 
duties for the benefit of the American laborer when that American laborer 
isa Kanuck ora Chinaman who does not intend to stay here and become 
a citizen of this country. 

Mr. DAWES. Mr. President, the Senator from New Hampshire will 
of course speak for the condition of the operatives in New Hampshire, 
and I did not take the floor to interfere at all with that matter. The 
Senator from North Carolina has not only finished his speech but he has 
disappeared from the Senate Chamber as far as my eyes serve me. 

Mr. VANCE. Will the Senator take notice of my presence, if he 
yleases ? 

Mr. DAWES. The Senator's drift this morning is that we are exposed 
to the influx of foreign labor. That at this moment is the alarm of the 
Senator. The poor, miserable foreign labor, he calls it, and so does his 
correspondent, and their condition has been described by him to be very 
abject and their servitude very deplorable. 

So far as my own State is concerned, largely engaged in manufactur- 
ing, and employing equally and indiscriminately foreign and native born 
people, the former come into the State, as they suppose, for the purpose 
of bettering their condition, and they do not leave after any considerable 
experience of their treatment. Their number is increasing constantly. 
The proportion of those who come from abroad into our State is greater 
now than at any other time. The laws of Massachusetts require that 
every person employed in a manufacturing establishment between the 








es 
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ages of 5 and 16, I think, or about that (I will not undertake to}... 
nite, but within about those ages), shall attend a public schoo! thirte * 
weeks in every year, and any man whoemploys them without Bec seine 
to them that much of free public education in the schools of Massa me 
setts is liable to indictment, and a penitentiary offense it is, too. Th. 
are officials in Massachusetts whose business it is to go about the Con 
monwealth and see to it that that law is enforced. There are a ope, 
many operatives in our mills, ranging from very tender years up to ¢), 
maturity of manhood and womanhood. The employers are o}} jx tre 
see that all those within those years attend the public schools, \< ra 
the operatives themselves, their miserable condition, to which [ ¢ 
mend the Senator from North Carolina, and I sincerely regret tha: }, 
does not take counsel of his eyes and come and see the miserable eo. 
dition of the operatives in these States. 
We have savings-banks in Massachusetts. Perhaps the Senator {yoy 
North Carolina may know upon what terms and what is the basis oy » 
savings-bank. Into these the people of Massachusetts, if they want ;, 
lay up for a rainy day their small earnings, deposit them. The law q 
clares that no man shall make a deposit larger than a thousand dollars 
in any one savings-bank, so that there have got to be as many c pos 
itors as there are thousands of dollars. A man makes a deposit up to 
thousand dollars for himself, and then his wile, if she ears it, makes 
another of a thousand, and then each one of his children, if they eayy 
as much, do the same. In thistwenty years which theSenator has heey 
reading about in New Hampshire the people of Massachusetts have ci: 
posited more than $200,000,000 in these savings-banks. I think it 
$265,000,000; it is either $265,000,000 or $235,000,000. 


~ 
yor 


Ther 


You can see 
how many deposits there must be. There can be but a thousand dollars 
deposited in any one name in any savings-bank. 

We have an ofticer who is at the head of a bureau of statistics 
Massachusetts, and he has investigated and reported to the Legislatur 
of Massachusetts from his individual investigation the character and 
business of every depositor in the savings-banks, and three-fourths oj 
them all are those who earn their living by their daily wages. Three- 
fourths of all this $235,000,000 or $265,000,000 deposited in that tin 
in the savings-banks of Massachusetts is the wages of labor deposited 
at the end of each month as a portion of that saved from their earnings 
against a day of misfortune or of sickness that may come upon the opera 
tive. 

That is the condition of the operatives in my State; that is how they 
have prospered. They live upon their own earnings, paid to them }y 
the owners of these mills, and encouraged by those owners to deposit 
them in the savings-banks of Massachusetts where they draw interest 
and this is the proportion of them all which I have given. They are 
living in comfort and in competence, in good houses, in comiortable 
homes. Theyare obliged by the laws of the State to send every minor 
between the ages I have stated, boy or girl, to the public schools in 
Massachusetts. They participate in our government; they share in al! 
that our citizens desire to share in; they share the burdens of the State 
they participate in its honors and they become citizens of the State and 
of the United States, more and more every year identifying themselv« 
with our institutions and with yours. 

I should like to ask the Senator from North Carolina if there is any 
such condition of things anywhere as he and his correspondent repre 
sent, of which I never had any knowledge? I am certain it could not 
exist on the borders of Massachusetts, because those who dwell on tly 
borders of Massachusetts could not be kept out of these opportunities | 
have spoken of. 

Mr. VANCE. Will the Senator allow me to ask him a question’ 

Mr. DAWES. Certainly. 

Mr. VANCE. I want toask himif Mr. Edward Atkinson, who took 
the census of the cotton statistics for the Government, did not report 
that the average wages of the cotton operatives in Massachusetts wer 
85 cents, and if Mr. Wright, the commissioner of the industrial bureau 
of his State, did not report that the wages of the operatives in cotton 
were not suflicient to support them unless they put their women and 
children to work? 

Mr. DAWES. I do not know whether he did or not. [I only know 
that the cotton operatives will pay the money as I have told you, and 
not only will pay that money but live in as comfortable homes as any 
body in the United States who depends upon his earnings for his dail) 
bread. I know that the cotton-spinners in Massachusetts do not want 
for the comforts of life. I know that there isnothing that can contribute 
to the comfort and welfare and health and growth and development o! 
man or woman in Massachusetts that is not within the reach of every 
cotton-spinner in Massachusetts. 

What I wanted to ask the Senator when he interrupted me is, if there 
is any such condition of things where poor, abject operatives come from 
foreign countries here, what does he propose to do about it? Does he 
propose to exclude them? There was a time when the Senator enter 
tained such a doctrine as that, but I thought that the folly as well 
the unrepublicanism of that idea had passed out even of the mind o! 
the progressive Senator from North Carolina. They are here. The) 


have a right under the Constitution to be here. What does he propose 


to do with them? Does he propose to wage a warfare upon them and 
by unfriendly legislation or an unfriendly economical policy of thi 
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Government to drive them out, or does he propose to adopt such a policy | can not some regulation of the Di partment be made by which they 

gs will better their condition and acclimate them and assimilate them | would get the raw material in free ? 

to American citizenship and to American ideas and to American oppor- Mr. ALDRICH. As I understand the proposition of the Senator 

eynities ? I should like to have the Senator define the policy with | from Mississippi, it is that raw material which nobody has a 

«hich he proposes to deal with a question which has stalled him so this | shall pay a duty, but that all raw material that 

gorning and in the letter which some man has sent him from New | come in free ? 

Hampshire. ae ; : we Mr. GEORGE. IL make no proposition, but I make a suggestion 
New Hampshire is not worse in this condition than any other sister | You object to reducing the duty upon machinery because you say that 

state. If there is such an awful condition of things as is represented | the raw material is taxed 40 to 50 per cent i make the suggestion 

there—if it be a truthful representation—there is a problem before the | which is a proper one, that the material imported by the manutacturers 

senator from North Carolina to which he would as a patriot and a states- | of textile machinery, under proper regulations of the Treasury, be ad 

man do well to address himself, and see whether it is not worth while | mitted free of duty, and then you get rid of that trouble , 

(or us to adopt more and more the policy which shall keep all the labor Mr. ALDRICH. I should like to as} 


ask the Senator from Mississippi 





use tor 


is to be used shall 





in this country to be performed by the laborers here, whether it is any | if he desires to reduce the earnings of labor in this country to the 
encouragement to the idea that we can get along without bringing the | standard of European countries 

laborer and the work and the capital here? To my mind such a con- Mr. GEORGE. I do not 

dition of things, if it is a truthful representation, is only another stim- Mr. ALDRICH. How else can you accomplish this result except by 
ulant to protect labor here, to see to it that we omit no opportunity in | protecting our laborers? 
regard to the poor, abject operative he describes as coming across the Mr. GEORGE. I answer that question by w the Senator one 
border, coming here to be employed, to give him something to do, for | Does he desire the labor of the South to be brovght in competition with 
if he has work he is worth something. It is the idle vagabond that | Chinese labor in the raising of cotton with the ryots of India. the 


this nation has to fear; it is not the operative who has something to do, | fellahs of Egypt, and to have the price reduced to the sta 


ndard which 
wnose body and whose mind are employed, and who finds no time to | is paid them, and if not how is it to be done, as v 


ve can not prevent it, 

plot mischief or disturbance in society. The men who organize strikes, | as we can not put a protective duty upon cotton 
the men who are exciting riots, the men who are disturbing public Mr. ALDRICH. The Senator from Mississippi knows as wel] iV 
opinion are not the men who have enough work to do. self that the laws of the United States apply equally to the laborers in 

Sir, Isee nothing in the representation of the Senator from North | Mississippi and to those in Rhode Island, that there is no d on 
Carolina that to me encourages the policy which he has been struggling | Your sugar, your rice, and other products are protected eas 
here so long and so constantly to make prevail in this country, of bring- | the productions of our people in the North 
ing the manufactured article here rather than bringing the raw material Mr. GEORGE. Will the Senator state what product of Mis ppi 
and doing the work here. is protected by this tariff? I have never found on 

Mr. ALDRICH. Mr. President, the Senator from Massachusetts has Mr. ALDRICH. If none are protected it may be for the reason that 
very properly explained that the large influx of foreign laborers into | a Senator on this side gave in regard to Nebraska, that you have non 
New England is owing to the advantages and benefits which they find | to protect. 
inthat community. It is true undoubtedly, as the Senator from North Mr. GEORGE. We have got very little left under the operation of 
Carolina has said, that the special agent of the census has reported | the protective tariff, I admit 
that the average earnings of all operatives in Massachusetts is 85 cents Mr. ALDRICH. There can be no question, and | presume every 


per day. The same agent also reports that the average wages of the | Senator on the other side will admit this, that the effect of thisamend 


same class of operatives in the State of North Carolina was 42 cents | ment would be the absolute destruction of every machine-shop and 








per day—a little less than cne-half the wages paid in the Senator's | every manufacturer of textile machinery in the United States. hat 

own State than in the State of Massachusetts. This certainly accounts | is apparent on the face o! 

for the immigration of French Canadians into Massachusetts rather than Mr. GEORGE. Then allow me to say, if you please, that the con 

into North Carolina. tinuance of this protective system is the absolute destruction of all the 
I wish to allude very briefly to the portion of the Senator’s amend- | labor of the South. 

ment in relation to the manufacture of textile machinery. There are; Mr. ALDRICH. This proposition, in brief, stripped of the array of 

now in the United States engaged in the manuiacture of textile ma- |-words with which the Senator from Mississippi and the Se1 irom 

chinery 25,000 persons, mostly male adults and mostly Americans, earn- | North Carolina haveseen fit to surround it, isto willfully destroy a great 

ing the highest wages as skilled mechanics and machinists, with at least | American industry, for the reason coolly stated that you may pay a 

100,000 persons dependent upon their earnings. The amount of capital | bounty to manufacturers in the South, and t! ym tlenien who 

employed in this industry is $25,000,000, The present rate of duty on | consider themselves free-traders par excell 

textile machinery is 45 per cent.on manufactures of steel and 35 per | Mr. VANCE. Will the Senator al me toask h i his peopl 

cent. on manufactures of iron. In addition to this a duty is charged | have not been in receipt of a bounty eve nee this tariff v levied 

upon the cost of inland transportation and upon the cost of packages, Mr. ALDRICH. My people have enjoyed no privilege under our Jaw 

which, as the Senator from Maine [Mr. Frye] has very well shown, is | and Constitution that have not been enjoyed equally by the people of 

very large in this case. Machinery, in the first place, has to be incased | the State of North Carolina, and I do not ; that they shall in the fut 

in tin and then afterward in wood. I believe that the cost of this pack- | ure 

ing and inland transportation will equal at least 10 per cent. of the cost Mr. VANCE. My proposition proj to allow your peoy ( 

of the machinery, so that by fixing a rate of 35 per cent., as the Senate | same privilege that my people have, and we do not ny 

did upon the motion of the Senator from Ohio on Saturday, I think that | privileges over you 

we have actually reduced the duties upon machinery at least 15 pet Mr. ALDRICH. 11 y to the Senator from North Carolina t 

cent. from the present rates. the little State which I in part represent on this floor |] THOT 
At present rates the manufacturers of textile machinery in this coun- | in dollars, in the amount of machinery employed, and in t 

try have no more than an even chance with the English manufacturers. | persons employed, than all the Southern States put to 

The American manufacturer has to pay 40 or 50 per cent. more for his Mr. VANCE. Not if I should file a bill in equ 

raw material. The cost of skilled labor amounts to about one-half of | and follow the fund, sir. My people would take ( 

the total cost of the production. At the rate already adopted there is Mr. ALDRICH. Iam not saying what might be, but | 

hardly an article in the whole range of manufactured articles as little | as to what is. I say that the people of the State of Lhode J ’ 

protected as textile machinery. | more interest to-day in the manufacture of cotton goods 1 
We now havea proposition from the Senator from Mississippi, seconded | teenSouthernStates united. I say, also, that those peo ted 

by the Senator from North Carolina, to place the duty upon textile | in anything which will reduce the cost of cotten manutact if 

machinery at 10 per cent. With the duties upon raw materials rang- | you reduce the duty on textile machinery to 10 per 

ing from 40 to 50 per cent., with the price of skilled labor in this coun- | equally to Rhode Island, to North Carolina, and to M I say 

try at least 50 to 75 per cent. higher than it is in England, we can read- | that the manufacturers of Rhode Island, interested as they are in tl 

ily understand what the effect will be. question, do not ask and do not desire that this industry shall be stricker 
Mr. GEORGE. Will the Senator from Rhode Island allow me toin- | down. Why? From the inception of these industries the business of 

terrupt him? | machine building and that of cotton manuiieturing have walked hand 
Mr. ALDRICH. I will; certainly. in hand. Samuel Slater came to Rhode Island from England disguised 
Mr. GEORGE. I ask the Senator why not reduce the tariff upon | as a farmer, the laws of England forbidding his emigration as a me 

the raw material out of which this machinery is manufactured ? chanie, and there founded both these great industries. He aided in the 


Mr. ALDRICH. We have not been able to do it because a very large | establishment of the first machine-shop in this country, and the two 
majority of the American people and a majority of the Senators voic- | industries have stood side by side and prospered together and suflere«d 
lng their sentiments are, I believe, in favorof protecting the labor which | together from that day to this 
enters into the cost of iron and steel. The Senator from Massachusetts [Mr. HOAR] the other day described 

Mr. GEORGE. Let me ask the Senator another question. Why | in eloquent terms the benefits and advantages which have resulted from 
can not we make a provision exempting the raw material used by the | the wonderful invention of Eli Whitney. The history of cotton man 
manufacturers themselves and not the raw material generally? Why | ufacturing and the history of textile machinery of this country are full 
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of similar cases, perhaps not as conspicuous as the invention of the | 
cotton-gin. Well-managed and well-equipped machine-shops are neces- | 
sities ina manufacturing community. If you have no facilities for | 
making and repairing machinery, you can have no successful manu- 

facturing. | 

Mr. GEORGE. Will the Senator from Rhode Island allow me to 
interrupt him ? 

Mr. ALDRICH. Certainly. 

Mr. GEORGE. I call to mind now—probably there are more—five 
successful cotton factories in Mississippi. One of them, at Wesson, 
is, i believe, as prosperous as any in the Union. There are two at the 
city of Natchez. There is one in the country in Lauderdale County, | 
seven miles from any village, and another one I believe in Clarke 
County, or near the line of that and Lauderdale, also remote from any | 
village, remote from any machine-shops. Yet thev are all successful, 
every one of them, so far as I learn. 

Mr. HOAR. Then will the Senator tell me, if they are succeeding | 
under a tariff of 45 per cent. with 10 per cent. added for packages and | 
transportation, why he charges us with ruining them under a tariff of | 
35 per cent.? 

Mr. GEORGE. I do not catch what the Senator says. 

Mr. HOAR. IL asked the Senator from Mississippi if it was true that | 
under the existing tariff, which put a duty of 45 per cent. on machinery 
so far as it is made of steel, with the addition of a duty amounting to | 
10 per cent. for the packages and the inland transportation, how it is | 
that he claims this manulacture will be ruined if we reduce the duty 
to 35 per cen'.? He says they are flourishing under the present 
tariff. 

Mr. GEORGE. I did not say that the factories which are already es- 
tablished in Mississippi would be ruined if my amendment was adopted. 
I did not state that. 

Mr. HOAR. But Lunderstood my honorable friend from Mississippi 
to say that wnder a tariff nearly 20 per cent. higher than is now pro- 
posed there had been created, and of course the beginning of an estab- 
lishment is always its hard time, manufacturing establishments as 
successful as any he ever knew in his own State. My question to him 
then is how is it that he claims that with our lange reductions new in- 
dustries will not spring up or old ones be injured? 

Mr. GEORGE. The answer to that was furnished by the Senator | 
trom North Carolina and also by me. We have not got the capital to | 
buy the machinery. I have in my mind now three large, harmonious, 
well-arranged, well-adapted manuiacturing buildings in the State of 
Mississippi, one at Carrollton, one at Canton, and one at Corinth, the 
buildings standing idle, the capital having been exhausted in making 
the buildings, for want of means to buy machinery to put in them. 

Mr. ALDRICH. I should like to ask the Senator a question. As I 
have the floor, perhaps I might be permitted to ask one. I ask where 
he expects to get the capital from ? 

Mr. GEORGE. I will answer that in this way: If it takes $1,000 
worth of machinery we might raise $1,000, but if it requires $1,450 we 
might not be able to raise $1,450. We have to makesmall beginnings, 
and the cheaper you make the machinery, the cheaper you make the 
building, the sooner we will be able to raise the capital to establish a 
factory. That is the answer to it. We might be able to raise enough | 
money to start a small factory if we were allowed to get our machinery 
cheap, wher we could not raise enough if we are taxed 35 or 45 per cent. 
in addition. 

Mr. ALDRICH. I believe that the success of cotton manufacturing 
in Mississippi and i: Rhode Island will not depend upon the abundance 
of water-power which the Senator says they have in Mississippi, nor 
upon the bounty of the Government of the United States. It will depend 
upon the skill, upon the energy, upon the enterprise of her people, and 
until this is secured you never will have any capital, you never will 
have any manufacturing industry of any importance. 

The manufacturing industries in Mississippi will prosper when her | 
people learn to keep pace with the civilization of the age. Then cot- 
ton manufactures will succeed in your State, and then you will have 
sufficient capital; it will pour in from every quarter. We have large | 
amounts of capital in New England waiting profitable investment. But | 
I have said more than I intended. I merely wanted to impress upon | 
the representatives of the South that cotton manufacturing will never | 
succeed in that part of the country unless it is accompanied by the 
prosperity of the mechanics, machinists, and builders of machinery. | 

Mr. BECK. Mr. President, I did not expect to take part in thisde- | 
bate, but there is a suggestion I desire to make for the consideration of | 
Senators on both sides; while it may have been suggested I did not | 
hear it. The cotton manufacturers of the North had the tax upon their 
fabrics raised at the close of the war, in 1866 or 1867, from about 30 to 
50 per cent., principally because an internal tax of 3 cents a pound or | 
$15 a bale was imposed upon the cotton that was raised in the South. | 

Mr. ALDRICH. Will the Senator allow me to interrupt him? 

Mr. BECK. I will. 

Mr. ALDRICH. 1 will say that the duties fixed upon cotton manu- 
factured at the time to which the Senator has alluded were not greater, 
if my memory serves me, and I think it does, correctly, than that fixed 
upon the motion of Mr. Clay, seconded by the efforts of John C. Cal- , 
houn, in 1816. 








no higher now than it was in 1860? 


| for doubling the tariff tax upon cotton goods was mainly because 


_——— 


Mr. BECK. Does the Senator say that the tax Upon cotton goods j 


Mr. ALDRICH. In 1816? 
Mr. BECK. I ask the question, Is not the tax on cotton £00ds doub! 


now what it was in 1860? 


Mr. ALDRICH. I think perhaps it is. 

Mr. BECK. That isall I mean to say, and to repeat that the excuse 
of 3 cents a pound was imposed upon the raw cotton of the South which 
the New England manufacturers claimed properly was a tar upon the " 
raw material, and as a consequence the cost of the manufactured arti. 
cles to all the people was doubied because of the tax upon the raw m _ 
terial. That tax upon the raw material was removed after three years 
It took $65,000,000 out of the pockets of the poorest class of prod con 


rod ucers 


in the South at the time when they were the most oppressed people 


upon earth; with their system of labor broken up, their homes, their 
property all gone, and struggling to makeanew beginning. Yet, under 
these circumstances, from $60,000,000 to $65,000,000 was taken out ot 
their pockets from a product three-fourthsof which was exported. Your 
Honor knows, I was about to say, thinking you were still on the benc) 
how able the arguments were before the Supreme Court against th: 
constitutionality of that law. I never have doubted that it wasan yp 
constitutional tax upon exports; but I was not on the bench and had 
not the decision of the question. 

These New England manufacturers received the benefit of the ip- 
creased tariff. That cotton tax was repealed eighteen years ago, but tl 
tariff that was imposed to compensate them for the tax imposed upon the 
cotton still remains, and all the people have to pay it. Now, the South. 
ern people are asking for a chance to make a start to manufacture thei; 
own cotton. After having had $65,000,000 taken illegally from them out 
of a purely agricultural product, three-fourths of which went abroad 
after the doubled tax upon the cotton goods has been pocketed by th: 
New England miuaufacturer for eighteen years after the tax on cottor, 
has been removed, it seems a little hard. 

Mr. ALDRICH. Will the Senator allow me to correct him ? 

Mr. BECK. Yes, sir; of course. 

Mr. ALDRICH. I find that under the free trade tariff of 1846 the 


| duty on manufactured cotton was 25 per cent. 


Mr. BECK. The average of it now is what? 

Mr. ALDRICH. It was increased in 1861 to 30 per cent. 

Mr. BECK. That 30 per cent. of increase has been retained to this 
day, and the present bill proposes to increase it still more upon many 
of the articles of cottor, as we will see when we come to them. So 
much for that. 

The pauper labor of Europe is paraded as being another reason whiy 
the tax should be kept up. I am not going to argue all these questions 
The South has to compete, of course, upon terms of absolute equality 
with New England, with all her magnificent machinery and with all her 
advanced processes of manufacture, the South in her impoverished con- 
dition having had taken $65,000,000 from the products of her fields in 
the form of a tax that was made the excuse for doubling the tariff, 
which the New England men have had for eighteen years since that tax 
was repealed, and which they are hanging on to now with the tenacity ot 
death and asking for more. The question of wages being so oiten al- 
luded to, I wish to quote the highest authority we have, which contra- 
dicts much that has been said. I do not mean the roving commissions 
which are employed to goand furnish falsehvods, but the official reports 
of the consuls of the United States and the Secretary of State of the 
United States in an official communication sent to the Senate for our 
information, which I shall nowread. I read froin the report furnished 
by Mr. Blaine, Secretary of State. His statement on cotton, labor, and 
wages is made up from the reports ef his consuls in Europe, particular) 


| Consul Shaw, who was a very able man. Says this report: 


Owing to the different arrangements of the English and American tables o! 
wages, rt is difficultto give comparative analysis thereof which would show at 
glance the difference in the wages of the operatives of both countries. 

The wages of spinners and weavers in Lancashire and in Massachusetts, 0 
cording to the foregoing statements, were as follows, per week : 3 

Spinners: English, $7.20 to $8.40 (master spinners running as high as ¢l2 
American, $7.07 to $10.30. 

Weavers: English, $3.84 to $8.64, subject at the date on which these rates wer 
given to a reduction of i0 per cent.; American, $4.82 to $8.73. 


Mr. ALDRICH. I should like to ask what the Senator from Ken- 
tucky is reading from? : 

Mr. BECK. I am reading from the reports of consuls of the United 
States laid before Congress by Mr. Blaine when Secretary of State. 

Mr. ALDRICH. Compiled by whom? 

Mr. BECK. Compiled at the Department of State. 

Mr. ALDRICH. But the Senator is reading from what? 

Mr. BECK. Iam reading from that official paper, and as it was more 
convenient I am reading it from a speech T made last year, which the 
Senator from Rhode Island heard and did not then care to deny. 

e Mr. ALDRICH. Then I enter my denial now. 

Mr. BECK. Does the Senator deny the fact that I state the truth 
when I say the American consul reported it and the Secretary of State 
sent it to Congress ? ; 

Mr. ALDRICH. I deny as explicitly as can be the assertion that any 
such state of affairs exists. 
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Mr. BECK. The truth is that whenever we get an official statement | « 
trom > ; 
employ just such men as Mr. Porter, whose record is not very savory 
-» many things, and send them to other countries to make statements 
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| to take their share of whatever d 


) 


*mbrace and represent the entire manufacturing interest of New England, wher« 


any source that is not made in the interest of those people they | ‘“¢ ™*nufacture of American cotton fabrics originated 


*. . : > 


But, if it is thought to be necessary to reduce duties or taxes, the y are wi 
r disadvantages may follow, and they voluntari 


1» suit themselves. I rely upon the official statements of the United | recommended the retention of the frame-work of the present tariff, and cor 
<tates officers. Mr. Shaw was the consul at Liverpool, I believe. Mr. | *¢@ted to and advised a reduction of duties affecting the industry in which they 











’ "a d . are engaged from 10 to 50 per cent., leaving only one branch of their industric 
‘nine was Secretary of State, and the comments of Mr. Blaine are | unchaneed. and that wt. )}. ce hay ha agp garantie ba esnips ; 
Plame : “ aS | ur sed, and that one the 1 clicate, cor cated, expensive, and nove 
here. I propose to read them now to deny the truth of the hirelings | of all their _ ween 
f sent abros y .. 20 : . > as wT” are o i Now, sir, how can the honorable gentleman from New York [Mr. Wood 
who are sent abroad to traducc other people, as they are doing in the chairman of the Committ on Way id Means stat as he stated in his speech 
newspapers to-day. the other day, that nobody opposes this bill except friends of the extreme d 
3 s ae : . trine of protection ? sit was h the cotton manufacturers, so it was hthe 
The average wages of employés in the Massachusetts mills is as follows, ac- se Ny eich ttl rh otf baal tis ry cagpprgpeptamcat m beapadh vices: 

: . “J =3 3 z an. a 3 “re M she Made 3 uey consent oO ane i a certain sense recommend 
ording to the official returns: Men, $8.30; women, $5.62; male children, $3.11; | ed. as of their own accord. a reductic { aie call 4 in Wine eek. mel 
fe male children, $3.08, According to Consul Shaw's report the average wagesof | as pecards that still more de Naenin Wheenl we coke: ¥dibe aca Wie wie find “ety 
the men employed in the Lancashire mills on the Ist of January, 1880, was about | the manufacture of silk licks the peonie of this anemntes bs is 7 va vemibeiontaal 
gs per week, subject to a reduction of 10 per cent.; women, from $3.40 to $4.39, an industry which has given wealth to the most pr spe oneend ri he shatnde - t 
subject to a reduction of 10 per cent. : . AF the globe, this, too, came forward after anxious deliberation and made what th 

The hours of labor in the Lancashire mills are fifty-six; in the Massachusetts chairman called a most liberal proposition in the wav ‘ luties with 
milis, sixty per week. The hoursof laborin the mills in the other New England | which they had been and are how protest: Sarthe tiie 
states, where the wages are generally less than in Massachusetts, are usually . , 
sixty-six to sixty-nine per week. lt eg 
' Undoubtedly the inequalities in the wages of English and American operatives [ee a OOKER. uk tine eae ‘ . W t 3 
are more than equalized by the greater efficiency of the latter and their longer MT ——— samt es reaary nd ’ 
‘ 11s shoul re to be fact i practice— Mr. b AS. because their att thon tad bh ca L t« " It 
hours of labor. If this should prove to be a fact in practice | their duty to make known to the Government what they d ed They ina 

This is the comment of the Secretary of State in an official commu- | shen they brouges thelr representative men together from all parts of the country 

+ ats ‘ongress. as arst: oa that the duties could be reduced and they could still pursue the \ i vith 
nication to Congress, a: T understand it | more or lesssuccess, and like honest and honorable citizensthey made that decla 
as it seems to be proven from official statistics, it would be a very important | ration to the Governme nt And sodid the wool-growers from ¢ forniato New 
element in the establishment of our ability to compete with England for our | ‘ngland. rhey assembk d in the State ot Ne w York for 1¢ Same purpose, and 
share of the cotton-goods trade of the world. } after long and anxious con erence one with another ind with ¢ “ 

In the two prime factors which may be said to form the basis of the cotton man- | !cturers they agreed, as d ‘ the suk manufacturers, to wl ‘ 
ufacturing industry, namely, raw material and labor, we hold the advantage | Tecommend a reduction of the duty 
over England in the first, and stand upon an equality with her in the second. * 

Having the raw material at our doors, it follows that we should be able to con- Phe following is a scliedule « reductions proposed by New i \ 
vert it into manufactures, all things else being equal, with more economy and | ufacturers 
facility than can be done by England, which imports our cotton andthen man- | The plan proposed by New England nufacturers in the s dule to w 
ufactures it in her mills. The expense of handling, transportation, and com- | have referred, and which IT hay ottime to read at length, as Tshould like to « 
mission must be an important item in this regard as compared with our turning | suggests reduction of dutics on the various fabrics of their manufacture st 
in the fiber from the cotton-fields to our mills and shipping itin the advanced form | tially as follows 
of manufactured goods. Add to this thesecondary fact thatit costsusnomoreto | 1, On all manufactures of cotton except jeans, denims, &e.. not bleached, « 
handle and manufacture the same than it costs in England, and we stand on an | ored, or printed, &c.,and not exceeding one hundred threads tothe square ink 
undoubted equality thus far in the race of competition. present rate 5 cents, 5) cents, 5) cents specific, and 10 per cent. ad valorem, a re 

_ . . . > i - duction of 50, 45.45, and £ 7 per cent., and 10 per cent, ad valorem 

That is the language of the officers of the United States. I place it 2. On finer and lighter goods of like description and present duties nearly the 
against all the statements of the men who are hired to ascertain such | same a reduction of 40, 36.55, 18.18, and 20 per cent. ad valorem 
< . ° 3 In ox s Oo ke deseription « i ‘ ‘ alit $, present at < ly th 
facts as may suit the men who hire them. Keonah agees A <e oe Prue ay en 

a * . . ° . Si 1c, A}, , ANC A) pe ( a ! ‘ 

Nothwithstanding the demand for further protection on the part of | 4, On jeans, denims, drillings, ginghams, &e., bleached, stained, or printed 
the people of New England in regard to their cotton industries, I repeat | reduction shew, 16.1 - 0.75, and 10 per cent. ad valorem 

: . * 4s . : . 5. On s ar woods ot rhter an ‘ des , i uction o ' 
again from the record that a distinguished Representative from Massa- | ,.”\,01 soeagcc. gp qi He day ; ees ats 
chusetts, General Banks, on the 7th day of May, 1878, placed on the | 6. On cotton thread, yarn, warps, &e., 20 per cent. ad valoren 
records of Congress, the statement, which I shall read, in regard to the | 7. On spool thre - of cotton a reduction of 30 and 3 per cent. ad valorem 

° 7 " ° ° | oO otton cords, gimps il ind cotto ces, present rate 3) percent 
reductions that they could afford to make in the cotton industries, and |. Pgye i rs oe r vent. ad valore1 awe a 
so in regard to tie woolens and the silks and all the other great indus- 9. On cotton shirts, drawers, hosiery, Ke., present rate 35 per cent., a red 
tries which we are all denounced now as laboring in the interest of | oo eS pernen ad valor 

a °¢ ° . Oo, « o et, present | reduc f ‘ t \ 
foreign paupers if we dare to ask even a slight reduction on. Mig eral as vii 

Mr. Banks, when the Democratic party had control of the House, | 11. On cotton braids, insertings, lace, trimmings, bobbinet, and all manufiet 
believing that we would endeavor to do something decent—that is the ures of cotton, at present rate, 55 per cent. ad val rem 5 ta 

ast we ; sway of re 4 axeRi 3 ane ° re es AA 1e last is the only exception made in relation to the proposed reduction of 
best word—in the way of reducing taxesin the interest of the people, said: | duties; they are braids, laces, trimmings, or bobbinets, comparatively new 

Therefore, sir, when I was placed by the honorable Speaker of the House upon | een ee xpensiv : f - ries and o he manus u = 8 of ses rt 
the Committee on Ways and Means and was notified by the chairman that we | 0Merwise provided tor in the scheduls _< SEO EA eee rere SEY PrOpoes ane 
were to consider a bill for the reduction of the duties upon imports, I said to the | ™™4!n at present rate, 59 per cent. ad valorem 
people whom I represent: ‘It is better for you to consider the condition of the | When that condition of things exists. I should like to know with what 


country, ascertain what is necessary for the full security and protection of the 

interests in which you are engaged, and mak® statement, if you please, to the | 
committee of the House, setting forth what you think will be expedient, neces- 
sary, and just for the Government and yourselves.’ Now, sir, these gentlemen 
did not act pen tne question as extremists, but as judicious friends of American 
industry and the Government which they serve andhonor. These papers which 
[hold in my hand bear the official signatures of the authorized representatives of 
one hundred and twelve manufacturing corporations and firms of New England, 
in which they themselves suggest and consent to reduction of duties upon an | 
extended and complete list of articles of foreign manufacture which come actively | 
and directly in competition with the industries in which they are engaged, rising | 
from 10 to 20, 30 40, and 50 per cent. upon the present schedule of duties upon | 
such importations. More than a hundred and twelve corporations and firms of 

cotton and woolen manufacturers alone, of their own choice, and after repeated | 
conferences, in which all the interests of the textile fabrics of this country were | 
considered, high and low, made this proposition. | 


Mr. ALDRICH. I will say to the Senator from Kentucky that the 
bill now before the Senate adopted by the Committee on Finance was 
recommended for adoption by the same manufacturers who recommended | 
the schedule presented by General Banks, and that the reductionsof the | 
bill now before the Senate are even greater than they were in the bill | 
presented by him. 














propriety gentlemen say, and especially the Senator from Massachusetts 
{ Mr. DAWES] who yesterday attacked me, that | was operating in the 
interest of people outside of the United States, when I was recommend 
ing a reduction of duties less than was suggested by the manutieturer 


| themselves. Senators, there is but one way to reach the markets of the 


world with our manuiactures and to become again a great commercial 
people, because to become truly great we must reach the markets of th 
world with our manutactures. We must either reduce the cost of the 
material outof which finished manufactured products are made, whether 
they are of cotton, of woolen, of iron, of steel, or of anything else, or 
we must reduce the wages of the operatives. [| propose to reduc 


the material out of which the things are made and to give full and lu 
crative employment to the operative engaged in working up the cheap 


| materials. England had a high protective tariffonce and her opera 


tives were starving underit. She took off the taxes from the raw mute 
ial, and the wages of operatives in England, as all the leading men otf 
England assert and prove, have doubled since they made the raw ma 
terial freeand cheap. I laid the British tariff before the Senate yester 


Mr. BECK. I have seen the calculation made in regard to the bill | day. Why? To show that it only levied taxes upon wines, bee 


presented to the House of Representatives, and each item of it figured | 


up carefully there is an increase over the present schedule, taking it as 
4 whole, of over a million dollars. I have not yet figured up the bill | 
as presented here, but the Senator from Rhode Island will find, when | 
the change of classification is considered, that there is no substantial 
reduction, if indeed any reduction; if there is I shall be agreeably mis- | 
taken. Let me goon and read. There is an increase instead of a re- 


| whisky, tobacco, and a few other things, but not one dollar was levied 
upon anything that goes to make up a manufactured product, and the 
statistics show that the wages of the operatives of that country have 
doubled and in many instances trebled since the raw material was 
made cheap for them to work with 

The men who, like myself, are endeavoring to give our operatives 
cheap raw material and not to have the factories closed whenever this 


duction in many things on the cotton schedule. Some immaterial | market is glutted are the true friends of the workingman, for as the 


things may be reduced, the revenue may be cut down, but burdens are | 
not removed. 
General Banks proceeded to say: 


They are not to be ed or condemned, therefore, as extremists, fanatics 
r corruptionists upon the subject of American manufacturing industry. They | 


Senator from Maine very well said to-day the improvements in machin 
ery had been such that we have machinery now that does the work 
which required one hundred people to do twenty years ago. These 
operatives have had to seek otheremployment. Machinery is doing thei 
former work und machinery needs no protection. We have toopen the 
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markets of the world to secure a larger field and more steady employ- 
ment forthe workingmen. Thatis what Il am seeking todo. When 
these people in the South who have to compete on terms of absolute 
equality, with free trade pervading all the States, ask some little reduc- 
tion, I can not helpsympathizing with them; yet I will not vote to make 
the machinery free, though last year I thought I would. 

I would now, as a separate proposition and as a concession, but as 
part of the system, and we are dealing with a system in this bill, I will 
not ask even for these men, who I think are entitled to great concessions, 
an exception from their share of the burdens of taxation. I admit the 
justice of the claim, notwithstanding I do not feel prepared to vote to 
make the machinery free. I would vote to make it special to some 
extent; perhaps toa considerable extent, because of the inequality which 
exists in their present competition with the people of the North and 
East who have been protected so long, and who have had the former 
duties doubled because of the taxes upon the raw material which the 
people of the South raise, and that, too, at a time when they were too 
poor to be taxed on almost anything. 

I now desire, for the benefit of the Senator from Massachusetts, to say 
to him in all kindness—because while he and I may say unkind things 
to each other at times in the heat of debate there is no personal ill-feel- 
ing between us, and can not be from our long, kindly relations—that, 
while men who are perhaps importers do write to meand inform meas 
to what they need or think ought to be done, for I listen to all men to 
secure information, as to the iron wire which we discussed a day or 
so ago I have this morning a letter from a house in New York—per- 
haps an importing house—a letter saying we have raised the tax on all 
the mosquito bars and nets up to 94 per cent. when it is now only 35 
per cent. There are othercorrespondents beside this class who lay their 
views and their grievances before me. I hold one in my hand now that 
I received since | took my seat here this morning, from a man at Meri- 
den, Connecticut. I believe I will not give his name; I will show it to 
the Senators from Connecticut, as I know he will not be turned out of 
the factory where he is working because of his name being exposed to 
them, but he might be if it was exposed tothe world. This is his letter: 

MERIDEN, January 29, 1883. 
Hon, JAmMes B. Beck : 
Dear Sir 
tThission 


During the debate of the last session on the proposed tariff com- 


[ read this to show that there are very many men in this country, 
operatives in factories, laboring men, who agree with me in the views 
I entertain, and who desire to see accomplished what I think is best for 
the country 


During the debate of the last session on the proposed Tariff Commission it seemed 
to me that the Senators who advocated revenue reform labored under great dis- 
ndvantage, apparently, in not being personally acquainted with the condition of 
the workingmen of the North. I refer to those stages of the discussion when 
the Senators from New England made invidious comparisons between the con- 
dition of labor in the Northand South, Inagreat many speeches that have been 
delivered by Northern members of Congress Southerners have had it thrown in 
their faces that the prosperity and well-being of the South were impeded by a 
blind and unreasoning race prejudice. This may betrue; and if it isequaltothe 
cold disdain with which employés in the North are treated by the generality of 
shop-owners it is greatly to be deplored. 

It is unnecessary for me to speak of the average wages paid to operatives in 
New England as you are perfectly familiar with this branch of the question, I 
can, however, speak of the way in which they treat promises made to their em- 
ployés 

In Meriden during the depression of trade a great number of the shops made 


reductions of wages to the extent of 25 per cent., promising faithfully to restore 
the “cut” just as soon as business would warrant it. Five years have passed ; 
he prices of all things that are necessaries of life have risen, but the wages of 
help, except where the employer has been compelled to increase his force by an 
enlarging trade, has i rined where it was afler the reduction. This isthe par- 
able of t la crs the vineyard, with modern improvements by Northern 
factory tyrants 

Itisthe fashion of our Representatives to picture the mechanics living in astate 
of comparative opulence, owning their own homes, a nice and comfortable bank 
account 

That is one of the things sugested here continually— 


their living apartments furnished with every article to delight the finer senses 


of humanity, such as fine pictures and the latest improved piano; their children 
enjoying all the facilities of good and cheap schools—what mockery! If you 
would know their true condition reverse the picture and you have it, 
that in many instances men who work for daily wages do hold property, but 
under what conditions? I willtell you. The city of Meriden is, I think, the 
most prosperous and busy city, taking its population (20,000) into consideration, 
in New England, Everybody works; and yet outside of the britannia shops the 
wages paid barely suffice to sustain life. In fact, there is one concern (Senator 
PLATT knows this well) that wilhin the past three years have paid such low 
wages to their help that the poor wretches have had to receive Cole from the 
town, A sad thing, truly, to coon honest labor with the stigma of pauperism! 

if any one should desire to know how many laboring men in this town own 
their own houses he might consult the town records and also note the number 
and amount of the mortgages resting thereon. Senator HAWLEY'’s pleasing sta- 
tistics relating to the savings of the people of Connecticut might, if it were pos- 
sible, be looked into closer, and I would wager that not many of the depositors 
work at ordinary day's pay, but are in a great many cases capitalists who have 
divided up their surplus moneys in dozens of banks, thereby making the large 
proportion of our people who, sir, in Mr. HAWLEyY’s eyes, are blessed with a bank 
account 


The Senator from Massachusetts took pains to tell us about these 
bank accounts. I wonder how many savings banks there are in which 
Messrs. Washburn and Moen had deposited $1,000 each, or sums under 
it, out of their $500,000 royalty on barbed wire. This operative seems 
to think it is a fashionable way of doing, although the Senator from 





It istrue | 





es 


Massachusetts said they had a law where no one can do the same thing 
twice. 

Mr. HOAR. Will the Senator allow me to state to him that the 
present report for this year of the savings banks commissioners of Mas. 
sachusetts shows that more than 50 per cent. of the population of th; ‘ 
State have deposits in the savings banks; that is, counting every m - 
woman, and child, more than one-half have a savings-hbank depx sit. 

Mr. BECK. This writer goes on to say: 


Mr. HAWLEY also asserts that the Connecticut mechanics are for protect 
Possibly they are, but I doubt it, and I work in a factory that employs Lon 
hands—one-half skilled labor—and the highest average paid labor in thiec.,. 
try. These men with whom I am brought into actual daily contact do 1, 
act as if they believe in robbery, even if it does give them an extr 
their employer five. 

If the leaders of the Democratic party of the North could only know the feo 
ing in the hearts of workingmen, they would not be afraid to pick up tl a 
gauntlet which has been thrown down by our opponents and fight the next, am 
paign boldly on the one single issue of the revenue, and even if beaten “al 
would not have the self-reproach of having acted like cravens as they d d 
1880, 

In that campaign, which opened so bright and ended so disastrously, here j, 
Meriden, as in fact throughout the North, the Republicans made the issue i 
the tariff, and we had not one man to stand up for Democracy and honesty in 
the whole State except Eaton. = 


oun- 
rt talk or 
a dollar and 


id in 


And he will be in the next House to stand up again. 
But no matter what the leaders may say, it was not the arguments from the 
platform which beat us, but undisguised intimidation and the lavish use of 
money. Here is a sample of notices that were posted in all the factories, to 
which the attention of operatives was asked by the owners of shops: 
“WORKINGMEN, WHICH DO YOU WANT? 
‘* Republican platform. ** Democratic platform. 


“A tariff which shalldiscriminatein ‘A tariffforrevenue only. This means 
favor of American labor. This means short work and low wages.” 
plenty of work and good wages.”’ 


They denied this to be intimidation—a threat and a promise in the same breat})' 
In that same contest it had become the custom of Republican stum pers to com 
are the American laborer’s lot with that of his English brother, picturing the 
atter as living in the most abject poverty. Now, we have a very large colony 
of Britons with us, and those of them who renounce allegiance to Her Gracious 
Majesty Victoria R. usually vote the “truly good ticket.’’ Naturally the words 
used in describing their former condition incensed them and they vowed ven 
geance. At the near approach of election the Repuublicans brought that great 
champion of pocereee, WILuiAM P, Frye®, here, and the English mustered jy 
force. Fryr had been instructed not to touch them up, but his speech was pre- 
mared, and what should he do? Ahappythought! Substitute France for Great 
3ritain! He did, and for two hours he labored with his hearers, showing how 
France would destroy the sucking industries of our country if the terrible and 
heartless Democracy succeeded in wresting the power from the present party in 
authority. 


After some complimentary remarks in regard to gentlemen like myself 
who are endeavoring to free labor from that sort of oppression, my cor- 
respondent signs his name, which the Connecticut Senators can sce i! 
they like, believing that they will do him no injustice after they know it 

Mr. PLATT. I wishthe Senator, having read the letter, which con 
tains some statements that I think will certainly be remarkable and 
considered remarkable in the locality from which it is dated, will allow 
the name of the writer to go in the Recorp. 

Mr. SAULSBURY. That might be his ruin. 

Mr. HAWLEY. I think the Senator ought not to read a letierhere 
unless the man is willing to avow it, otherwise he becomes responsible 
himself for the slandersit contains. Let the man bear his own respon- 
sibility, or let the Senator take it himself. 

Mr. BECK. I have known so many men dismissed from employ 
ment in the Departments at Washington 

Mr. HAWLEY. I will guarantee that the man will not be disturbed 
in his work, but he ought to suffer the moral condemnation for his slan 
ders, 

Mr. BECK. I will show it to the Senators from Connecticut 

Mr. HAWLEY. I will not look at it unless I am at liberty to pub 
lish it, nor should the Senator have read anonymous blackguardism 
here. 

Mr. BECK. 





Mr. President, I expect that man is as good a man as 


| the Senator from Connecticut—he writes like he was—or as good as | am 





Mr. HAWLEY. I am quite willing to say I do not believe he is cow 
ard enough to wish to have his name concealed. 

Mr. BECK. I think it very likely he would not, but when the Se! 
ator from Massachusetts asserted on the floor of the Senate yesterda; 
that the men who were telling me to stand for a reduction of tax 
men who were not residents of this country and were foreign pauper, 
and that I was acting in their interest, I desired to show him a letter 
from a New England operative, and I can give him plenty more w! 
are telling me similar facts. 

Mr. HAWLEY. Thereisno evidence that heisa New England oper 
tive. He is a strangerto the gentleman. He does not give his name’ 

Mr. BECK. Because the Senator from Connecticut has displayed s° 
much temper I would not trust that man’s place in his hands by g1\1»= 
the name. I thought I could. I aver that this letter is from « New 
England operative, and from Meriden, Connecticut, and when the Sens 
tor has characterized theman who wrote that letter, whose name is lier 
I believe that the man would not be safe if the Senator knew who ! 
was and he shall not have his name. His colleague can. 


Now, Mr. President, I rose only to say that after these people have had 
all the advantages they have had so long in the North it is not unreason 
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able for men in the South, having suffered as they have when seeking 
tocompete with them in manufactures, to ask forsome privileges. I will 
vote for 25 per cent., or some lower rate than we have imposed on any- 
thing else, on the manufactures they are seeking to introduce; but I do 
not believe that in a system like this it is well to exempt it altogether 
or place it below the revenue point in taxation. I believe it would be a 
proper thing for Congress to do to make a special case of it, and I can show 
instances of it if I am required to do it or if it ever becomes necessary. 
Relative to the other matter I aver that I have letters from operatives 
all over the North, and from merchants and others trom that section, tell- 
ing me that I and men like me are in their opinion doing what is best 
for their interest and for the whole country in seeking to reduce taxa- 
tion. J repeat that all insinuations made against us that we are seeking 
to destroy labor are, I say it with emphasis, unfounded and untrue. [ 
read what Mr. Banks said inthe House of Representatives six years ago 
for the purpose of showing that these charges are untrue. I read what 
the consuls reported and what was said to us by the late Secretary of 
State, who is a distinguished citizen of New England, to show that all 
the representations they are now making about the pauper labor of 
Europe are unfounded. 

[ have shown here before that since England made raw material free 
the wages of her laborers had doubled, and often trebled; and I have 
shown before that England now pays 25 per cent. more than France, 
30 per cent. more than Germany, 40 per cent. more than Belgium, 50 


per cent. more than Spain and Italy, as wages to her laborers for the | 


same class of work, and she is driving, by their intelligence, skill, and 
machinery and the use of free material, the labor of those low-wage 
paying countries out of their own lands, until they have to shield them- 
selves, aS We are now seeking to do, by a protective tariff, which we 
have made so prohibitive that it makes our own people pay for all they 
want nearly double what anybody else in the world has to give for it. 
My policy means cheap material, high wages, and intelligent labor, so 
that our manufactures can go to South America, to China, to Japan, to 
the Indies, everywhere, backed by a great commercial marine such as 
we were building up before 1860, when this miserable protective sys- 
te was inaugurated under all sorts of pretenses, and which has been 
kept up ever since under all sorts of false pretenses. 

The tax of 3 cents on cotton has gone, the tax on incomes has been 
removed, the tax on manufacturers has been taken away, and all that 
justified them in requiring this high protective tariff over the Robert 
J. Walker tariff of 1846, under which we were living and flourishing 
and building up great manufacturing establishments and a great com- 
mercial marine, has been removed fifteen years ago; and they are now, 


through their representation on the floor of the Senate, demanding more | 


protection for the manufacture of all their products than they are even 
now receiving, and they venture to denounce every gentleman who seeks 
to go back to the old system of a tariff for revenue as being an enemy 
of his country. 


I do not propose tosubmit tamely to any such charges as are thrown | 


out here day by day. I intend to assert what I believe to be the true in- 
terest of the country, and the best policy for all; and if the South can 
start her manufactures after all that she has undergone, and after all 
the taxation imposed upon her, and after the robbery of $69,000,000— 
for that was what was taken from her—and she is to get some little 
benefit in the way of cheaper machinery in order to open up a manu- 
facture to supply the people of Cuba and Mexico, and the West Indies, 
and everywhere else that she can by the products of her own soil, 


neither I nor those who agree with me can afford to stand here like | 


whipped spaniels and be denounced as enemies of their country, enemies 
of its labor, because we will not put all the money those people want 
into the pockets of afew men in the North, who have been protected to 


death, and whose operatives are suffering now because of over protec- | 
tien and overprodueion in a limited market. They will organize | 


strikes whenever they have a surplus of manufactured goods on hand, 
and they do not care whether the laborers starve or not. They will 
take a Chinaman to-day or a Canadian, if he will take 5 cents a day 
less wages than an American operative, and the American and his 
family may die from starvation so far as they are concerned. I have 
no patience with and no toleration for any such arrogance or any such 
wssumption, and I intend to denounce it upon every proper occasion. 
Mr. BLAIR. Mr. President, I think it may well be questioned whether 
this attempt at a revision of the tariff is conducive to the development 
of patriotic feeling or the good of this country. The Senator from Ken- 


tneky [Mr. Beck ] and Senators from other sections of the country have | 
in the course of this debate certainly exhibited considerable feeling in- | 


dicating the existence and the development of a degree of sectionalism 
which, after the tremendous war through which we have passed, must 
lead one who really loves his country and the whole country and all 
parts of the country without reference specially to what may be tor the 
advantage of any one section over another to doubt whether the effort 
to revise the tariff is not a public calamity. 

But, sir, however that may be, and whatever course the debate may 
take in this regard, for one I donot propose to indulge in anything like 
crimination or recrimination, anything like accusation toward any sec- 


tion; nor shall I by my votes, if I understand them, inflict, or endeavor 


to inflict, upon any portionof the country any disadvantage, or tosecure 
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to any portion of the country any undue advantage over another. 
prefer that the tariff remain as it is, and that we discuss other and 
more important questions than the tariff, for there are more important 
ones pending in this country to-day. 

The honorable Senator from North Carolina [Mr. VANCE] madesome 
invidious allusion to my own State. He read a letter from the 
of Tilton written by a man whom I know and against whom I 
nothing to say, as good ; 1ocrat as there isin the world, and a good 
man I know trom hisstandpoint. I suppose the Senator read that letter 
With the idea that in some sense it was a retort upon citizens of the 
North for some supposed defamation or insult that they may have 








towh 


have 


offered to the people of the South. Whatever may have been the spirit 
which led him to introduce that letter on the floor of the Senate, I shall 
| not reply to it with any such feeling 








The letter is tosome extent true, and what is true in the letter so far 
as New Hampshire is concerned is really true with reterence to other 
New England States. The Canadian population to which it makes 
| allusion is a population which was originally of } ch extraction. In 
the war of 1756 it became subject to the arms of | nd, but it has 
| remained essentially French, uneducated, wi t republican ideas 
without that tendency to development which appertains to the Anglo 
Saxon, and there is immediately north of us a thri sa .»p 
| tion, but of a grade of civilzation very far below that of t eof 
the American people Chey live upon the lint 
| As I said, they are thrifty, they are saving, they live, and they get 
and keep money, and finding opportunities within our own bord su 
perior to those which they enjoy at home, they come under the benign 
and free influence of our institutions to our borders; they seek the wages 
| which the American laborer possesses, and being more easily mainta 


| not being civilized to the extent that the American laborer is, | 
fewer wants, they can work at a lower price, and they do comp 
the lowest forms of wages that are paid in our State and in other } 


of New England and in New York, and perhaps elsewhere. They « 








| and they go. They retain their homesteads in Canada very gener: 

| They are sometimes to a certain extent in debt, and they wish to ob 

| tain money to remove their mortgages They get their wages here 

| they return, and in due time they have arrived at a state of com} 
tive affluence in their native home. 

While here thev have all the ad\ inta sof New En r] ind institutions 
and of the general institutions of the country, and they very genera 
avail themselves of those ad antages: a il as they reniain W i iY 
after year and come in increasing numbers, they are subjected to the 
influences of our schools, and of our churches, and of our ne up 
and of our means of development, and gradually they ris They are 
becoming elevated, and as they become elevated they learn, as the 

| Chinaman would learn undoubtedly, toask compensation in proportion 
to what they do, and gradually their wages rise and they are amelio 
| rated in every other regard. They come to be, those of them that r 
main with us (and some are remaining), good American « 
| The same thing has been done once before in these Northern State 
I can myself remember that my own mother was an operative in a fi 
| tory in Lowell; and the New England girls very generally, the school 
teachers, the best quality of farmers’ i rls, were ¢ peratives in the tae 
| tories of New England in early times. But gradually the foreign im 
| migrant, the Irishman and some of other nationalities, usurped that posi 
tion. They came to this country; they became qualilied for th 
| of the fictories; they usurped it; they crowded the others out; and 
is hardly the true expression either, for these ers elevating the 
| selves by their own efforts, gradually found better positions in lite, unt 
| to-day the child of the original Yankee is giving instruction to th 
| United States, and it is a very rare thing indeed that now a p 
genuine Anglo-Saxon New England descent, or Northern desc 
operative in any of the factories of the North 
| But how has it been with the Irishman who thirty yea t 
| the place of the American operative? The second 
| Irish is the equal of any American, as intelligent as any, as | ed as 
any, and gradually becoming as wealthy as any; and the Canadian 
passing through precisely that same period of discipli lL develop 
ment, and the next generation of the Canadian will be the equal of the 
Irishman. The beneficent influence of these educational institution 
for the factories of this country are industrial, educational institutions 
| in the highest and best sense—will be t eradual amelioration of the 
| ns and of all climes who 


condition of all the laboring people of all 1 

are brought under their influence. 
The picture is somewhat overdrawn, let me assure the honorable Sen 
ator from North Carolina, in the letter of his correspondent He has 
| 


seen what as a party man he was interested to see, and with the natura 
prejudice of a partisan he has depicted rather more strongly than the 
facts will justify the average condition of what he calls the Kanuck | 
have endeavored to indicate what is his real condition and what is th: 
effect of the influences to which he is being subjected. 

But in regard to our general policy in our own State, it is not fo 
to boast of New Hampshire I am not dispo ed to do it. We |} 
Mount Washington; we have institutions based upon the pr | 
the Declaration, and v have given to the co intry some specimens o 
the effects of our 1 titution The ons of New Hamp hire are ey 
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where, and neither this country nor any other country has cause to be 
ashamed of the record which they have made. 

But, sir, I did not rise to spend much time upon this aspect of the 
question. I do, however, wish to call attention to the general course 
of debate which emanates from the other side of the Chamber. 

They are for this amendment because they say the South is poor; 
they say they have not had the advantages which we have enjoyed at 
the North; they require the same protection of the tariff which has 
protected and developed the industries of the North. They demand 
that for theirown good, They say they have not had a fair chance. 
How is that’ They concede that they have 1,000,000 square miles of 
the best territory on the face of the earth; that Texas alone is one-half 
larger than France and richer. And take the belt of the cotton States; 
there is noequal expanse of soil on the face of the globe which from the 
dawn of time could boast of such fertility; and on the Atlantic, trom 
the coast of North Carolina to the mountain regions, there is water- 
power, with timber, with everything that is necessary for the develop- 
ment and maintenance of that great people. 

The South surely can not say that she has not superior natural ad- 
vantages to those which are enjoyed by any other people on the face of 
the earth. But they tell us that they have been destroyed and deso- 
lated by war. They say we got rich on the importation of slaves which 
we sold to them, and took from them capital to pay for them, and then 
as a result of the war we took from them the slaves themselves, and 
they are poor on that account. What made the slave valuable? Was 
he not a human being, and was it not because he had a soul and was 
a human machine and could produce and add to the wealth of the 
South? Is he not there now? Has he not devoted his ability since 
1860 to production? Is he not now a more intelligent laborer than ever? 
Is he not a source of greater wealth than at any former time in the his- 
tory of the country? Is not this true also, that while the African was 
brought from his native soil—as he may have been brought and sold 
to you to some extent by the Northern slave merchant—that you have 
had his unrequited toil for six generations? How long does it take 
this man to pay for himself? You have given him only his board and 
clothes. He isthe most inferior of all laborers in agriculture. You have 
given him nothing and you have taken for six generations his labor. 
Was there not time enough to make it a source of profit added to your 
natural resources and means of production and development of wealth? 
IIas he not been to you an infinite advantage even if to-day he is free ? 
And as a freeman is he not a source of still greater wealth than he could 
be as aslave? Is it not preposterous, then, for you to stand here and 
claim that Northern industry should bestricken down for the advantage 
of the Southern population ? 

But, Mr. President, passing all that aside, let us look at this in another 
aspect. Why does a protective tariffexist to-day? Is it the fault of the 
North? ‘That protective tariff, we have heard for the hundredth time, 
was imposed in its present extent in the year 1860 or 1861 or 1862. What 
were the circumstances of the country at that time that made it necessary ? 

Mr. President, did not the Southern section of this country precipi- 
tute upon us a tremendous war, and was not the tariff necessary so that 
the national life might be preserved at all? With a Treasury approach- 
ing depletion, with an army of a million and a half of men necessary 
to be maintained by the National Government in order to restore the 
national unity, with an immense expense to support our Navy, to 
what source could we look but to taxation and in what way could we 
lind the means of taxation but by the imposition of this high protective 
tariff ? 

We did impose it, and under its operation the industries of the North 
were inevitably developed. It amounted almost to prohibition, and 
I believe almost in prohibition for the whole country. Prohibition 
during the war gave us the tremendous wealth out of which we paid 
the expenses of the war and as much as we have already paid of the na- 
tional debt; and I do believe, as I believe that I live at all, that the 
application of the same principle to the whole country, now that we are 
a united people, would give wealth tothe whole country. Itisno fault 
of the North that this prehibitory tariff was first established, for it was 
necessary in order that the North and the South alike should live. 

Now, Mr. President, | want to point our friends from the South and 
from the West to the effect of this high protective tariff. In 1816 a 
yard of cotton cloth cost 60 cents, and to-day it is worth 5 cents. In 
1816 we were unable to sell abroad; to-day we are selling the cotton 
manufactures of the country right under the steeples of Manchester, 
and the markets for cheap cottons all over the wowd are open to the 
United States. What is the cause of this? Simply this high protect- 
ive tariff which has given the opportunity for the development within 
our own borders of everything that appertains to successful production. 
The laborer is here, the capital is here, the machinery is here, and 
everything that enters into successful and intelligent production is here, 
and as the result of all combined the article itself has been cheapened. 
While wages have risen the price of the article has gone down, and to- 
day, under the twenty years’ operation of this prohibitory tariff, all 
the better because for the time being it was prohibitory, we have be- 
come in certain directions the principal, or at all events the most success- 
ful, manufacturing nation on the face of the earth; and it is only by 
the continuance of that same policy and its application to other forms 








of industry and to those requiring still higher skill, in the direction of 
cotton, and wool, and iron, that we can come to be a largely exporting 
nation, to reach those markets of the world and compete wit}, Great 
Britain and the continental nations in the continental nations them- 
selves, and in Africa, in China, and in Japan, in the far isles of the Sea 
and wheresoever in developing civilization it is possible for the most 
successful manufacturing nation to reach the markets of 1,500,000. 09 
people. 

Mr. President, this policy has made us great and rich at the North 
In my own State every head of a family has an average of $500 in the 
savings-banks of the State, and our capital is in the West and it js jp 
the South. Smallas we are, with our 350,000 people, and with steri]ity 
the order of nature, we have become, as compared with our more wealthy 
sisters in many portions of the country, rich and opulent to-day; any 
the masses of our people have this money, for I do not know a million 
aire in New Hampshire. There may be one or two or three, but there 
are very few millionaires in my native State. Under the operations of 
this tariff that little State has become what she is, and she is giving the 
blessings of her institutions to the Canadian who comes to enjoy them. 
as she has given them to the Irishman. Just about twenty years ayo | 
sat side by side with an Irish Catholic in the Legislature of New Hamp- 
shire during one session, and that was the result of our institutions: and 
our present wealth has been very largely the result of this prohibitory 
tariff at the North. j 

And now, Mr. President, I wish to call attention to the necessity of 
the continuance of substantially the same policy if what has occurred 
at the North is to occur in the South, if the wealth which has been de- 
veloped there is to become extensive as the nation throughout all the 
States and the Territories which comprise our geographical domain 
You can not make the South rich by reducing the North to poverty 
Our industries are based upon this protective tariff. The efiect of it is 
to distribute wealth to the laboring man. Nothing but a high tariff, 
nothing but protection in a highly civilized condition of life, can give 
that equality in the distribution of wealth which is essential to gen 
eral happiness. 

I tried the other day to show in a brief moment the operation of the 
essential, fundamental principles in this thing, the elements of prote: 
tion. Whatare they? They are the capital employed, the raw ma 
terial consumed, and the laboremployed. Just those three things mak: 
production. Capital is higher in our country than it iselsewhere. You 
can not get capital unless you give as much or more than they do in 
Europe. Raw material is as high asitisthere. Now, unlessthere is a 
tariff to protect labor, the other ingredient, labor itself, is the very first 
element which must suffer, because it is the most defenseless. 

What is civilization? It issimply an aggregation of our wants. The 
civilized man is the most dependent man on the face of the earth. The 
savage is independent because he wants nothing; to him life is of littl: 
value, liberty is of little value, property he has none. How is thi 
highly civilized man, who is but a multiplication of wants, to supp) 
those wants? How are the masses of men to doit? The distribution 
of wealth to the masses of men is simply the payment of their wages 
and unless those wages are high, unless they have just wages, what can 
they have? We buy our churches, we buy our schools, we buy ou 
newspapers, we buy everything that appertains to the development of 
mankind, and unless we have the money to do it we get nothing. ‘Th: 
reason why the American laborer is better off than the English or the 
French or German laborer on the average is simply because he has mor 
money, and he has more money only because he can get more pay tor 
his day’s work. As I endeavored to show if you reduce the price of the 
manufactured article the very first item the deduction falls necessarily 
upon the most defenseless element, the element of labor. 

This particular amendment strikes directly at the industries of the 
North. We have free trade over a space larger than Europe; we have 
3,600,000,000 square miles. Europe is not so large as weare in inhabit 
able surface, and we have the principle of free trade fully applied as 
between every State in this vast domain. In Heaven’s name is ther 
not room enough, is there not scope enough for the application of this 
doctrine? And if we are to have uniformity of development and uni 
formity of civilization throughout the whole country, it is well, it is 
proper that we shuuald have free trade as between ourselves, but we can 
not rise above the rest of mankind unless the common people of this 
country throughout the land have more money, and they can yet no 
more money unless they can get more pay for their day’s work; and 
hence we must have, as against foreign nations, as against inferior peo- 
ples, protection if we would remain their superiors and advance as we 
hope to do in the future beyond them, lifting them up gradually to the 
level which we ourselves occupy rather than sinking to that on which 
they now are. 

Mr. President, there are many other points which have occurred as 
this matter has been passing along; but it is not right for me to occupy 
the time of the Senate in regard to them. I should like to say of this 


tariff, if it must be remodeled, let it be remodeled in the interest 0! 
every American industry; and it is not for the interest of the South to 
buy of England, as she may have been inclined to do during the war. 
It is better for the South to find her market at home; better to find her 
market for her great productions among her own countrymen, and re- 











1883. 





CONGRESSIONAL RECORD—SENATE. 1779 





ceive in return the productions of those countrymen that are alike home | 
It is better for the South, as it is better forthe North, to so | 


products. Ls be c 
revise the tariff, if it must be revised at all, as to encourage the Northern 
capitalist to invest his money in the South, to encourage the Northern 
jaborer and the Northern voter in thedevelopment of patriotic sentiments 


toward the South; and it would be well, I believe, if Southern Senators, | 


as well as Western Senators and Northern Senators and the people all 
over the country, should remember that they are integral portions of 
one greatunity, and that we have had a war which has settled that ques- 
tion, and that we have got to rise a little above the interests of our own 
immediate localities, or another war will come, and a war which will 
result not in unity but as I believe in division, and a permanent divis- 
ion, of this great country into discordant fragments. 

Mr. MORRILL. Mr. President, I am altogether too anxious to reach 
4 vote to consume any great amount of time. 
of my speeches that I thought they were good enough to read here for 
the fifth or sixth time I could consume a great deal more time. If I 
were to read one in ten of the letters that I get I could also prolong 
this debate indefinitely. 

Mr. President, the Senator from North Carolina [Mr. VANCE] is hor- 
rified at the idea of bringing any Canadian labor here to compete with 
that of the universal Yankee nation; and in order to prove that, he is 
ready to strike down the labor of this country so that there will be no 
inducement for the laborers from Canada or anywhere else to come here 
in order to do better. But I do not mean to pursue the line of most 
of the speeches that have been made here, from which I should not 
have been able to ascertain what subject was under debate 

Mr. President, I desire as earnestly as a man can desire that manu- 
factures should be introduced into every one of our States, South, 
West, and North; but the proposition made here will disappoint me in 
the astuteness of Southern gentlemen if they should sustain it. I de 
sire to ask them, to begin with, upon what principle they can justify 
a vote reducing this item to 10 per cent. or placing it upon the tree 
list? Is it for revenue only, or is it for protection? Let me say that 
Southern gentlemen are not forced to take any position as supplicants 
tor subsidies in their behalf. They enjoy from their natural position 
relative to the great cotton product the power to compete against all 
otherssuccessfully in its manufacture. They have cheaper labor, they 
have the raw material right at their doors, and the manufacturer down 
there now can make double the profits that can be made in Rhode Island 
or any New England State. All that is necessary for them to do is to 
make it safe for life and property to go there, to make it safe for cap 
ital to go there, to make it so that free speech and a free press and 
free votes shall be tolerated there with as much security as they can 
be in any other part of the country. 

Then, Mr. President, let me say one thing in relation to the suggestion 
of the Senator from Kentucky about the robbery of $69,000,000 from 
the South. For every $69,000,000 that was taken from the South more 
than $690,000,000 was taken from the North. 
that? Senators know as well as I do. g 
that tax upon the raw material. In the future history of this country 
I have no doubt it will be asserted and be again the policy of the South- 
ern States themselves. They can enjoy an entire monopoly of the man- 
ufacture of cotton by simply doing what was done during the war; that 
is, putting an internal tax of 1 cent a pound upon it and allowing a 
drawback on the manufactured article to the same extent per pound. 
In this way they would at once be able to master the trade throughout 
the world, and instead of sending three-fourths of their cotton across the 
ocean unmanufactured, as they do now, they would send it all doubled 
in price, 

But I desire to return to the subject that is before us, and I wish to 
say that there could be no more fatal stab at the future growth of man- 
ufactures in the South than to become dependent on foreign nations for 
their machinery. It should be planted to grow up at home, as will be 
done as soon as it is wanted. There is no question but what it requires 
skilled labor in the manufacture of machinery; but if you are to have 
such as you need at a moment’s notice it must be at your doors; and 
wherever you establish iron founderies the day will not be distant be- 
fore you will have machine shops. 
South for invention, for useful appliances in relation to machinery as 
there is in the North; only give them an opportunity for display. 

The inventive genius of the American people has made very many 
inventions in relation to machinery. Some of them are protected by 


Who is responsible tor 
I say nothing as to the policy of 


patents, but they are all essential, all useful in this manufacture. If 


you go abroad for your machinery, whenever anything breaks or is 
worn out you have got to send abroad for the displaced piece that is 
necessary for repairs. That would cause a lossof time. But if you 
have these articles at your own doors, instead of being a month or six 
weeks in replacing any broken article it would be done promptly and 
at once. 

If this amendment were to pass and receive the sanction of Congress, 
as I have no idea that it possibly can, it would certainly break up those 


If 1 had such an opinion | 


There is as much capacity in the | 


establishments in the North, and they would be entirely dependent | 


upon simply the repairs of existing machinery, and when that machinery 
was worn out there would be no further employment of our machine- 


shops. 


But, Mr. President, I do not feel that it is possible for gentler 


en 
representing the South to strike so suicidal a blow at their budding 
prosperity. Ifthey mean at all, as they seem anxious to do, to intro 
duce manuiactures, they must be willing te supply the foundation for 


Mr. BAYARD t 

posed tax of 45 per cent. ad valorem was proposed to be lowered to 30 
per cent., and then upon the suggestion of the Senator from Rhode 
Island and the Senator from Ohio it was agreed to at 35. Under the 
hew arrangement of the tarif generally and e charge upon pack- 
ages and transportation there is ; 

with the existing law. Inf 
I have endeavored thro a 


them. 
Mr. President, it was upon my motion that the pre 


us to th 





«duction of taxation as compared 


ixing that rate of taxation I endeavored, as 





hout this discus ascertain and to main- 

tain the fair proportion of the labor invol) in the manufacture in 
order to give it its fair share of revenue taxation onthe general rule of 
the proposed tariff law, that it should keep its fair proportionate plaes 
and I believe that fair proportionate place in our schedule of duties is 
secured by a ratio of 3o per cent. ad valorem « 1 this unenumerated 
and very composite class of manufacture 

When the Senator from Mississippi and the Senator from North Caro 
lina rise here and tell us the truths and the 1 ‘ with the 
condition of their people, there is no one in the Sen e. who 
feels more sympathetically for them in that appeal than I do 1 ve 
what should govern me, and what must govern mi r dec n? 

The States of this Union are equal States, and t] 
islation favor granted to one or another because of the ex vy of the 
time which they have passed. I remember well when the great city ot 
Chicago was visited by a conflagration; I remember well w 
of Boston was visited by a terrible conflagration, and a was 
made here to every nan whose heart was softened by the si ‘ 
countrymen to admit duty-free articles for rebuilding those two gre 
cities of our land; but I felt then that it was local, special ¢ 5 
lation: that it was opening the door to aprinciple perfectly fatal to that 
uniformity which should be the very basis of Ameriean I tion; and 
so, disregarding my teeling of sympathy for th 1 ers my 
countrymen, I reiused to vote that article ilended to wild ¢ ro 
in her distress, or to rebuild Boston in her d . ein un 
der a different rate of duty from that which was iniposed uj the peopl 
all over the country 

And so, recognizing the condition of the Southern ke ! 
the devastation of their property, for which [have 1 ned rm 
as any man born in their territory, I will agree that they s] have 
the equality before the law to secure which was the main object ¢ 
coming into public life; not inequality in an advantage, not control 
over others, but their fair in the benefits and burde of this 





Union of States; and now that it is asked, because of their distress 


cident to war, that legislation should be adopted peculiarly favorable 
to them, I can not vote for it. I ask for them equality and I always 
have asked for it, but nothing more. I ask that the me law of taxa 


tion and the same ratio of taxation shall rest 


I ipon them rests upon 
their more favored neighbors of the North, neither more nor less. Ido 
not believe in covernmental favor: I do not believe in the doctrine of 


governmental interposition. I believe the best boon to a man or toa 

country is to have its faculties left free to exert themselves for their 

own self-preservation and their own advancement It is the great law 

of health, physical, mental, and moral, that pervades the universe 
i 


why shall you say that it shall not touch the p ul of) 
and government in their struggle for advancement? I helieve 
that we have industrial interests in this country which are | 
which are depressed, simply because they have not been called upon to 
exert themselves in the struggle and competition for advance! 

I see my friend from New Jersey, and I recognize in his St 
teresting and important industry, that of glass-making and blow 
ing. To-day thetax upon that commodity is far beyond tl ( itio 
of our tax in the tariff, and yet it can not be d that tl istry 1s 
particularly successful. On the contrary, it languishe nd they have 
come here and obtained an increase of taxatioi i the rest of thei 
fellow-countrymen in order to make up for somet which they have 
been unable hitherto to secure What was that They tound them 
selves secured behind a barrier of taxation that completely annihilated 
all efforts to compete with them by foreign labo It has made them 
inert; it has made them lazy, sotospeak. They have not availed them 
selves of modern improvement; they have not kept abreast of the march 
of modern discovery, invention, and ingenuity, and the result is that 
their labor is disordered. Five dollars per day paid and yet aman suf 
fered to work under the laws of the labor union but five days in the 
week. and to draw from each crucible of glass only a certain and given 
amount of the product; somet seven $12 aday paid for labor and that 
labor forbidden to exert itself for more than a number of days in the 


week limited ing money even to prevent persons learning this well 


paid and skillful avocation. And in the face of this great duty what 
i ‘ the facts 
In Germany, not aided by this tax, but stimulated by the sense of 


self-prese rvation ; 


are 


nd the necessity of cheapening production, inventior 
has come to the aid of that people, and by a proce 3s called the Siemens 


process the cost of producing glass-ware and glass bottles has been re- 


ae 


x 
¥ 
% 
4 
: 





CONGRESSIONAL RECORD—SENATE. 





JANUARY 30. 





duced more than one-half, and as a consequence—I learn this from per- 
sonal conversation with a most estimable and excellent citizen of New 
Jersey whom 1 have known for many years—he found the very market 
which he was accustomed to supply for the great chemical and grocery 
establishments in New York cut out from him by the supply of a better 
class of bottles at a lower rate. 

What made it? He told me when he went to that famous grocery 
firm of Park & Tilford, to whom he was accustomed to supply bottles 
by the thousand gross periodically and regularly through the year, he 
was asked, ‘‘Can you supply us such anarticleas this at such a price?”’ 
And he said, “‘I can not.’? The answer was, ‘‘The foreigner can.”’ 
What made the foreigner able to do that, where the crude material is as 
plentiful as the ocean itself, for it is the sand of the ocean that sup- 
plies it? As to heat, as to combustion, this country is filled with coal 
and there isno question on that subject. What was it? It wasthe in- 
genuity of the chemist; it was the invention that is born of necessity 
that has forced the German manufacturer to avail himself of discovery 
which his American neighbor not having felt the necessity for has failed 
to avail himself of. Senatons, laws can not countervail human neces- 
sity or the capacity of human invention. What we ought to ask and 
what I think is the true American idea is a fair field and no favor, and 
it. is the doctrine of manhood in any department of life, and it is the 
doctrine of manhood whether you apply it to commerce, to manuiact- 
ures, or to any human pursuit. 

Mr. President, there were phrases of my respected and venerable 
friend from Vermont that I regretted to hear. Why should he say of the 
South that it has not free speech, free press, and free labor? Have they 
not them all free? They have them as free as you ever had them in Ver- 
mont. There isnopretext, and there can be none, for such an assertion; 
and no man who has gone through that country but knows it and will 
dare deny the fact. Take the papers that reach you and see whether 
language can be employed more freely than in the press of that country 
and with absolute impunity. Take the language of the stump, take the 
language of the hustings, and where will you find more infuriated com- 
bats of words than you will find there on subjects touching elections? 
I wish it were not so; but I mean to say that the very bitterness and 
extremity of invective prove to you how idle and absurd is the sugges- 
tion that there is not absolute and unlimited free speech in the South 
just as much as in the North. 


Everywhere in this country the man who speaks against the will of 


the majority does it at the cost of temporary popularity; everywhere 
it is so; everywhere you will find that sentiment will be represented, 


and that if a man gives his true opinions forth and they are those of 


the minority he must remain in private life. Ido not object to it; it 


must be so; but let us not have the suggestion when this question of 


political economy is raised, or the question of the wisdom of taxation 
is raised, that our friends of the South, our brethren ef the South, are 
to be taunted with that which does not exist and which I submit to 
my friend from Vermont it is not proper to suggest exists there. 

Mr. MORGAN. Will the Senator from Delaware allow me to make 
one other suggestion in that connection to the Senator from Vermont? 
The Senator from Vermont referred to the freedom of the ballot in the 
South. LT undertake to say that there is no community in the South 
where the ballot is denied to all classes of people as it is in the District 
of Columbia, and has been for many years, when the Republican party 
have had the power in both Houses of Congress to allow the white peo- 
ple and the black people to vote; but because the negroes must vote if 
the white people do, both classes are disfranchised and have been for 
many years in the District of Columbia. 

Mr. BAYARD. It was not my object to suggest recrimination on 
this subject. 
my countrymen deprived of their fair share of human right, I regret it; 
but I hold that this Chamber ought not to be a scene of mutual denun- 
ciation. I have no pleasure in finding out sore spots and weak points 
in any portion of this country, and I do not believe that the strength 
of our Government or the wisdom of our laws is advanced at all by 
anything that savors of recrimination between us, who are the repre- 
sentatives of our States and of their people; and since I have been in 
this Chamber, and so long as I shall be in this Chamber, I shall speak 
just as respectfully of any other community as I do of the one where I 
was born, and where I expect to be buried. 

Therefore it is that while I believe there will be inequality of human 
fortune that we can not remedy, there will be cases of distress in every 
civilized community, I do not care what your form of government is, 
monarchical or republican, there will be classes of the community less 
well protected, less well off than others; there will be cases of individ- 
ual distress, and it is not fair or just to cite exceptions as proof of a 
rule. Now, we are considering the broad subject of general taxation. 
Taxation isa burden. Color it by what word you may, conceal it un- 
der what forms you please, a tax is a tax, and a tax is money taken 
from some man’s pocket forsome purpose. It diminishes his individual 
property to that extent. 

That power under any form of government can only be limited by 
the discretion of the governing power. It is just as arbitrary, and just 
as excessive in a republic as it can be in a monarchy. I say that we 
who are charged with that great power ought to have but one theory 


I say frankly, when I hear that there is any portion of 








and but one object in view, and that is that the burden should }y laid 
equally and justly upon all, and not harshly or favorably upon any. 7] 
have denied, and ever shall deny, the right of any class or of any se, 
tion or of any few to control this great, general, supervising, sovey 
power of taxation. 

Wemust consider every tax as a whole. In raising it we must coy 
sider every man tobe affected by it; and his poverty or his wealth js yo: 
a proper subject for us to consider. We can not control these inequalj 
ties of fortune, but we can lay down a principle which shall make ¢}, 
benefits, or if you please the burdens of the Government, come, as An 
drew Jackson said, like the dews of heaven itself, equally upon th 
just and the unjust, upon the rich and upon the poor, upon the com 
munities which by any accident or any cause have been successful ay 
those which have not been. 

Now, the question simply is, in laying this tax upon all, upon the 
North and the South, the East and the West, does it bear its {air pro 
portion to the scale of taxation which this tariff law proposes? — [yes 
it, ornot? That is the question. Now, to answer that, consider jf 
you please the tax on the crude materials of which these composite 
manufactures are made; consider that you have put a tax on them and 
then you have advanced all these materials by a great deal of labor, so 
that the valueof the labor far exceeds the value of the original materia|s 
to which the labor was applied. And can you adopt the doctrine ot 
protection to American labor under the forms of revenue? Can you 
alopt the doctrinethat you will tax to a greater degree that upon w hich 
no American labor has been bestowed, and a less degree that on whic} 
the greater amount of American labor has been employed? I think 
not. What is covered by this class of unenumerated articles of course 
it is impossible to say, for negatives never can be proven; but we know 
there has been great particularity in selecting the leading and mon 
than the leading, nearly all the detailed articles of manutacture o! 
metals, so that the number to be affected by this schedule is infinite!) 
less than those which have been particularized and which this clause 
therefore does not affect. 

I say, there being articles of composite manufacture in which labor, 
and American labor, has given a different value to it, the tax of 35 per 
cent. with the present restriction as to not taxing the cost of the pack 
ages and the inland transportatiou to the port of shipment places it j 
a fair proportional ratio to the rest of the system. I think the Senato. 
trom Maine overlooked the fact that all the articles which come to men’s 
minds naturally in considering commierce have been subjected to a tay 
and duly enumerated in the preceding part of the law. This is on) 
tor those that may have been overlooked, a drag-net to catch those which 
have not been already enumerated; and therefore, having secured whit 
the Senate believes to be a fair rate of taxation on all that precedes, | 
submit with due respect that 35 per cent. ad valorem is a fair propo 
tion for that which is here provided for. 

Mr. GEORGE. Mr. President, the debate has taken a wider rang: 
than I anticipated when I offered the amendment which is under con 
sideration. I was in earnest in offering the amendment; I believed 
that its adoption was essential to the welfzre and the prosperity of th 
people that coniide, in part, their interests on this floor to my care. |! 
believe also that its adoption was necessary to the proper and fair equa 
tion of the benefits of the tariff legislation. 

When I looked over the list of the articles taxed and the articles not 
taxed, when I looked at the range of the duties, and when I considered 
the interests in Mississippi, I found not one that was favored by this 
bill; I found its main industry cruelly butchered by this bill. En 
gaged, as we are, almost exclusively in the raising of cotton, I found 
that everything which went to aid us in the production of our crop was 
the subject of high taxation in this bill; I found that the iron and stev! 
out of which our agricultural implements were manufactured were taxed 
onerously. I found that under this clause which we are now consid 
ering, and which I propose to amend, the agricultural implements them 
selves were highly taxed; I found that every article, every tool, every 
implement used by the farmer in the production of his crops had been 
made the subject of a protective duty—not a revenue duty, but a duty 
leveled and graded and fixed for the purpose of protecting labor an¢ 

apital outside of the State of Mississippi. I found that, on the aver 
age, all that we consume in Mississippi, whether used in the produ 
tion of our crops or whether used for the comfort and convenience 0! 
our people, had all been heavily taxed, not for the purpose of raising 
revenue, but for the purpose of securing an advantage to other sections 
of the Union. 

I have made no complaint of this so far; I have steadily voted for 
reductions whenever amendments of that kind were offered; I hav: 
made no complaint, because I believed that complaint was unavailing 

But, sir, I saw that a new industry was necessary in Mississippi to t! 
full development of our prosperity and welfare; I saw that we were larg: 
producers of cotton that needed but to be manufactured by the side of tly 
cotton-field in order to treble the wealth of my State; I saw a large unen 
ployed population in that State, unfitted for agricultural labor, ready to 
be employed in these factories if they should be erected. I saw, further- 


elgn 


l 


more, that from canses over which we now have no control, from the des. 
lation of war and from the equal desolation of the quasi-peace that {0 
lowed war, we were without the capital necessary to compete with ou: 
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more fortunate friends of the North. And then, sir, when the only | sumes, caused by this protective tariff, finds it difficult at the end of th 
thing on which taxation can be adjusted in this bill so as to encourage | year to make both ends meet. I should like to have the savings banks 
and foster enterprise and industry in Mississippi came up for consider- | in Mississippi. I should like the colored people and the white peop! 


ition, I asked not, as the Senator from Delaware very erroneously sup- of Mississippi to have savi posit in the banks; but under th 








yoses, for exceptional advantages; I asked for no law applicable to | system which has been in operation now for twenty years, and which i 
Mississippi alone ; I did not ask, as the example he mentioned here as proposed to be continued by this bill, I see but little chance tor it 
a justification for his course asked, to allow machinery to be admitted I see that they are competing with the lowest paid labor on the tie: 
alone in the State of Mississippi. The bills for the admission of build- | of God’s earth in th production of their great crop. I see that there 
ing materials in Boston and in Chicago were bills especially for the bene- | is no protection furnished to them or can be by a protective tariff. Then 
fit of those cities; they had no application to the country at large. what can Congress do Chey can do nothing but decrease the cost ot 
This amendment, if adopted, will apply equally to all sections of this | production; that is all. They can decrease the cost ot production; they 
country. I know that the Constitution of the United States prohibits | can take the tax off the implements with which the laborer toils and 
any favoritism, any difference between the imports into one State and | raises this unremunerative : . k to do it rhe answer is. 
those into another. Wes You are sectional, your int s local, you ask for something for 
jut, sir, when we are taxed as I have shown in every instance; when | your section which is not uted to oth ’ Let us see Every tix 
we are taxed upon all we work with, in all we eat, in all we drink, in | toryin New England, every one in Pennsylvania, every one inthe North 
all we wear, in all we enjoy as comforts, or necessaries, for the protec- | and West is protected, and how is it prot 1? I want to eall the at 
tion of capital and labor in other sections of the Union, I thought we | tention of the Senate and of the country t is great fact: vou ean not 
had a right to ask that the very means, the instruments with which we | impart value to nothing by a mere law; can create value by a 
desire to employ our labor, should come in at an exceptionally low rate | mere law; you can not put money in the ) ol nulacturet 
of duty. | you can not increase the wages of operatives un i take that money 
Sir, [asked in my first speech to-day this to be answered—and no | from somebody else and put it there. The mere tiat of Congress does 
wan has attempted to answer it, because it can not be answered—why no good. Unless they can sell their goods for i in sell 
allow the raw material to come in free, why allow the raw material to | them without the law, the law is of no valu 
come in at a low rate of duty, and decline to allow the instrument by | Oh, but, it issaid, we can not manufacture ¢ chine 
which the raw material can be worked to come in free or at the same | shops ure side by side with the factories Phen, sir, how can we « 
rate of duty? The raw material is worthless without the machinery; | start? Does anybody s Ippose that there will be a shop tor the 
the machinery is worthless without the raw material. Both combined | facture of textile-fabric machinery raised in the South u | 
are necessary in order to the production of a useful manufacture. Why | be first a factory there to make the textile fabrics? Who will estab 
is it, then, that raw material in every instance, I believe, has either | lish in Mississippi or in Alabama or Texas a shop for the manutactur 
been admitted free of duty under the tariff, or taxed only an exception- | of machinery when there is nobody there who wants to use it 
ally low rate of duty, and when we, having the raw material but not Again, it is said that we can not have manufacturing prosperity in 
having machinery, come to ask to have machinery imported at a low | Mississippi as long as we build isolated factories, as the Senator trom 
rate of duty objection is made? North Carolina said they were built in that Stat hen, sir, we can 
It is very well to say, as the Senator from.Delaware says, that this | never start. How can you have a Lowell? Can you build it all in a 
country ought all to be equal, the rights of the people in every section | day? Can you put up a dozen sand 10,000 houses and fill therm 
ought to be respected. That is exactly what I say, but I say also that | with a population of 50,000 people at the first start in manutaeturin 
under this bill, when you tax Mississippi in all that she eats, in all that | No, sir; you have to co: nce just in the way that the Senator trom 
she consumes, and give her no protection in any single instance, that is | North Carolina said his people were commencing, with small tietories 
not just, that is not equal, that is not fair. with 2,000 spindles, with 5,000 spindles to the taetory. It is said we 
Now, sir, if the Senator from Delaware and the othefSenators who | can not have our machinery b we have to commence in this hun 
oppose this amendment will go into the framing of a bill for revenue | ble way. Then we never shall have it. I wonder if Lowell and Mai 
purposes only, not making provision for the benétit of this industry or | chester and the other manufacturing cities of the North started into « 
that industry, for this State or for that State, then, sir, I will be con- | istence with all the manui iring facilities that they have now. | 
tent to receive for my State that which the other States receive. But | think not. 
that is not the character of this bill. Every advocate of the bill, from | Mr. President, some allusion has been made of rather a sectional 
the beginning down to the present moment of its consideration for | character, some remarks have been made of that nature. I choose not 
nearly three weeks, has put his advocacy of it upon the ground that it | to reply to them. I promised myself when I took my seat on Hoot 
protects his particular industry. | that I never would say anything, if I knew it, which would tend to 
Sir, the industries of Mississippi, the industries of South Carolina, | rekindle the bitterness of the | dl renew sectional strife. I do 
and North Carolina, and of Georgia, and the industries of the other | not feel called upon to do it now. If ungenerous flings have been mad 
Southern States are as much entitled to protection as the industries of | at my section, I let them pass | he present 
Rhode Island or Massachusetts, and nomore. Idonot want anymore. | And now, Mr. President, | want to call the attention of Senators to 
I want a fair chance for people of Mississippi in the race of life; that is | the proposition of the amendment i proposition for the agricultural 
ull I want. They have not this tair chance under this bill, and when | interest, as a proposition to allow ¢ if men of this country, the 
they ask for a fair division of the advantages and benefits secured by | mechanics of this country to have their tools, their plements of worl 
the tariff system they are said to be sectional, to be local. I disavowit. | and labor admitted tree of dut [| have rd no man answer wl 
I have listened with pleasure to the statements made by the Senators | I said on these subjects. The debate, so firasit has assailed m 
from the North as to the prosperity and the comfort and independ- | ment, has been entirely contined to mac! I call attention t t 


ence and well being and intelligence of their laboring population. I | fact. 

have been glad to hear that over $200,000,000 in the State of Massa-| Mr. President, begging pardon for having trespassed so mur 
chusetts alone is in the savings banks, deposited by the laboring classes. | time of the Senate, | ask Senators on both sides of this Cham. 

But when I look at the laborers of my own State, I find not adollaract- | the propositions contained in the amendment a fairconsideration: | 
ually in a savings bank, and why ? Gentlemen will say ‘‘you are not | them not to reject a proposition which will give so much of good toe th 
energetic, you are lazy.’’ I believe it was intimated by the Senator | section from which I come, because it may produce a 





from Delaware that there ought to be something more of energy or | inconvenience to a smal! portion of their own peop 
ingenuity; that that was the way to work up. | Mr. HOAR. Mr. President, I do not wish to ent hour ot 
Mr. BAYARD. Is the Senator so mistaken? Is he going out of | the day into a general debate on the question of protection, or go into 
his way to find things that do not exist in what I said? | any very considerable discussion of the reasons for ot nst the present 
Mr. GEORGE. No, sir; I am not. | amendment, but I wish to state to 1 honorable friend from M 
Mr. BAYARD. Then he should make no such reference to my sippi, and to my friend from North ¢ na, ve riefly the view 
remarks, which will govern me in votin iinst t proposition 
Mr. GEORGE. What did the Senator say about producing industry, I believe, if I know myself, that there is scarcely a public object 
greater energy and care, referring to human processes and inventions? | which I have more at lv { | the « blishment of a variety 
Mr. BAYARD. I did in respect to that particular matter, but the | of manufacturing industries at the South; I hope Lam big enough to 
Senator has seemed to enlarge upon it and made a local application of | be an American Senator, to vote upon this question with regard to the 
it which I hold to be exceedingly improper. | general interest and not to the local int t which I represent; but it 
Mr. GEORGE. I do not think it isimproper. I donot want to mis- | I am mistaken in that I believe it is for the interest of my people, usin 
represent the Senator. | the phrase whic! ed by other Senators here about their own Stat 


But, Mr. President, we have some rights that even a protective Con- | I believe it is for the interest of the people of Massachusetts to-day 





! 
gress Ought to respect. I point toourindustry. Gentlemen here have | more than any other one thing, to have a variety of manufacturing in 
alluded to the industries in their States; they have asked for the raising | dustries established all over this country, wherever there is motive 


of the tariff in order that they might be made more prosperous. I point | power, either in the shape of water or of coal 


to the industries in my State, and I say that in the main they are pros-| We want a rich and prosperous West and South with whom to deal 
trate; I say that in the main the laborer, owing to the low price of his | We want men to take part with us in the government of this county 


product and owing in a large degree to the high price of all that he con- | who have the sume interest and opinions we have, and wecan well aflo 
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to give you one or tenof our most prosperous and profitable pursuits to 
get in return the great advantage of similarity of interests and opinions 
which their establishment among you will give us. And therefore I 
agree, although the manufacture of cotton machinery is one of the most 
important and interesting industries of New England, and especially 
of the State of Massachusetts, that we could afford to give it up if 
thereby we should contribute substantially tocausing the South tosend 
her cotton abroad or send it tous in the shape of thread or yarn or cloth, 
instead of sending it as she does now as a pure and simple raw material. 


But the method proposed by these gentlemen, I aflirm in the light of 
all manufacturing experience, is destructive and not promotive of the | 


very end which they have in view. You can not more certainly post- 
pone or prevent the establishment of cotton manufacture in Missis- 
sippior the Carolinas or Alabama or Georgia than by striking down the 
machine-building interests and skillofthis country. The machine-shop 
and the manufacture of textile fabrics are inseparable. You can not 
tind an instance upon earth—I do not mean that there is not a factory 
run for three years in Mississippi somewhere, where its machinery is 
new—but you can not find on earth an example of the snecessful estab- 
lishment of cotton or woolen manufacture without machine-shops by its 
side. 

The Senator from Mississippi implores protection for Mississippi and 
for its labor, and he ought to have it. Now, what does Mississippi 
want todo? She has got her vast water-power, he says; she has got 
her material in cotton upon her own fields, and she has got her laborers 
ready to be employed at low, or at any rate reasonable, rates of wages. 
He says she has not got any capital. But there never was a time on 
this earth, there never was a time in the history of this country, when 
she could get capital as easily as she can get 1t now. When Samuel 
Slater started the cotton manufacture at Webster, Massachusetts, and 
at Providence, Rhode Island, money brought 10 per cent. on an aver- 
age over this country, and for such enterprises as his the person who 
risked it expected to get a return of 12 or 14 or 16 percent. Theaver- 
age rate of perfectly secured capital to-day in this country is 2.86 per 
cent., and American capital is seeking South America and Mexico, and 
going and seeking employment all over the face of the continent; and 
let any man in Mississippi hold out a prospect of a return of 5 or 6 per 
cent. and he will be inundated with offers of capital if the prospect is 
certain, 

Then, is not the way to build up cotton manufacturing in Mississippi 
with all its disadvantages just what was the way that built it up in 
New England with all its disadvantages? And we had to carry our 
cotton across a continent to be spun, send it back again across a conti- 
nent to besold, borrowing money at 12, 14, or 16 per cent. to carry on 
our manufacturing on streams which for three or four months in the 
year were frozen. If we wanted the aid or the supplement of coal it 
had to be taken from Pennsylvania or the Middle States, somewhere 
without railroads and without steam. And what did we do? Secured 
by protection two things—first, equality in the American market by 
protecting the fabric we had to sell; next, the creation of machine-shops 
of skilled labor. As Blackstone says, the arts and sciences are of a 
sociable disposition, and they will not flourish except in the neighbor- 
hood of each other. You build up in Mississippi or in South Carolina 
a cotton factory and you go to England for your machinery, and what 
do you get? 

In the first place, English machinery is old-fashioned, it is not equal 
to that which we build in our Yankee machine-shops to-day. A large 
purchaser of English machinery a little while ago put into his contracts 
with the English machine-builder a clause that the machinery to be 
constructed should be equal to the best American machinery, You go 
there, and you are going to get a second-rate article in point of its 
adaptation to the new wants, in respect of ingenuity. In the next 
place if a single piece of it gets out of order, your mill must stop, and 
you have to send 3,000 miles for the necessary part, or 3,000 miles for 
the builder to send a foreman over a continent to you, and you have 
got to pay him for that. The indea of a successful cotton manufactory 
with its machine-shops 3,000 or 4,000 miles off is utterly preposterous. 

What does the Senator from Mississippi propose to do in starting for 
the South his cotton manufacture? He proposes to banish from the 
American continent every workingman or every employer, and shut 
up on the American continent every workshop which can keep his ma- 
chinery in decent running order, because the steel of which cotton ma- 
chinery is made is high-tempered crucible steel, which has under the 
clause in the bill we have passed upon a protection of between 50 and 
60 per cent. ad valorem, as I reckoned, with the aid of some of the most 
skillful gentlemen about me. Now, you propose to say that the Amer- 
ican builders of cotton machinery shall buy that steel, and pay a duty 
of 50 to 60 per cent. ad valorem, making it up into cotton machinery 
in competition with the foreign builder, who brings in his entire cot- 
ton machine, the advantage of labor also being on his side, as 35 per 


cent. is to 100 per cent., on a protective duty of 10 per cent. only. I 
think that is the amendment of my honorable friend. 

Mr. GEORGE. That is right. 

Mr. HOAR. That is what he calls protecting Mississippi. Missis- 


sippi is protected by everything in this bill which protects anybody. 
The mere fact that an industry exists in Massachusetts to-day and does 


not exist in Mississippi, if Mississippi has the advantages 
it up in the future, does not make this protective policy 
protection of her, does it? You want your cotton-manufacturing esta) 
lishment at your own doors, as you should, and we have taken the re- 
sult of the experience of men who have established under much gre. ste 
difficulties than you a successful cotton manufacture, and extend ths ‘ 
| ieYv OV, 7 . 7 . at 
| policy over your heads. Go to work and see. It is all you have ant 
| todo. You are protected and ready. The English competitor ang 
| every other competitor is kept away from your doors. If I were a Sey. 
| ator from Mississippi I would not turn my back on the lessons of a syo- 
cessful experience, but I would take—I will not undertake : 
any discussion of why it is—thatcotton manufacture that has grown y 
- : e = g p 
in Massachusetts. I agree with my friend from the South that it is 4 
pity; I think it is a foul shame to the statesmanship of America tha: 
the leather should be taken from Texas and carried across the conti 
to Lynn and worked up into boots and shoes and carried back agaiy 
to Texas to be sold to men who walk over the very plains on w hich the 
cattle were raised. I think it is a disgrace that the cotton of Missis. 
sippi should be taken either to Old England or to New England to be 
spun into thread or woven into cloth. 

There are some things you have got to have. You can not have any 
system of intelligent manufacture; you can not have any system of prof. 
itable agriculture; you can not have any equality with anybody unless 
you, in the foundation of all, have acommon-school system which sends 
into the mills a race of educated, skillful American workmen. Estab- 
lish your manufacturing system in Mississippi to-day, and it will not 
be three years before the men who come out of the common schools 0! 
New Hampshire and Massachusetts will have inventions and schemes 
which will make the cotton manufacture of to-day old-fashioned, and 
you will fall behind in the race. 

My friends, we will protect your manufacture, we will give you every 
advantage that we have had, and we will take hold with’you, and by 
grants from the public Treasury, if you will accept them, we will aid 
by generous gifts in building up your common-school system, and then 
your manutacturing system which you long for will grow up and pros 
per to the common advantage and the common glory both of North and 
South. 

Mr. VANCE. Mr. President, when Iintroduced this proposition this 
morning asa substitute for the amendment of the Senator trom Missis 
sippi I had no idea of exciting this long, protracted discussion, nor had 
I any idea of éringing down wpon my head or upon the heads of thos: 
who have advocated the same view that Ihave takenso many animad\ 
sions as to the character of the legislation proposed. It has been called 
sectional legislation; it has been called class legislation. Perhaps it i 
but it strack me that it was a good time to do something for my peop! 

I have been told again and again that the only road to prosperity in 
this country is a high tariff and manuiactures established thereunde: 
I have been told again and again that the only reason why the people of 
the State in which I live are poorer than those in other sections of th: 
country was because we had neglected manufactures. Knowing thi 
we had the raw material for the manufacture of one great and almo- 
universally consumed staple, and that we had the natural advantage- 
for its proper manufacture, I thought that in this way I could do son. 
good for those people by asking some aid in the establishment of man 
ulactures. 

I have seen again and again high taxes levied upon the people to b 
paid to the manufacturers of certain articles in the North and East 
Inasmuch as my people could not be helped in that way I thought 
would ask that they be helped by a remission of taxation, but it seem- 
that that proposition met with instant opposition, and while it was no 
at all class legislation to levy a tax out of the pockets of 49,999,999 mei 
women, and children to put into the pockets of one man, whenever « 
proposition was made to remit a certain amount of taxation to put int» 
the pockets of the people of the United States who saw proper to avail 
themselves of it, it then became class legislation; it became section: 

I deny it, Mr. President. I say that there is not a word or a line «! 
sectionalism or class legislation in the proposition which I have offere:! 
It isas universal as the atmosphere. Every American citizen could 
import free machinery as well as those in the South. I contend that 
it is in direct conformity to the example set us by the Congress of 1): 
United States when they legislated that those who would engage in 
the manufacture of beet sugar should have their implements and ma 
chinery free. I contend that it is in direct conformity to the examp| 
set by this Congress when they legislated that all the material 11 
making and repairing ships should come in free of duty; in direct con 
formity with the example set us by this Congress and its predecessor 
of allowing a drawback of the duty imposed on salt for all who would 
engage in the fisheries on the coast of Newfoundland. 

Where is the difference, except that one is necessarily local, because 1! 
is hardly expected that a man living on the Gulf would go to the cous! 
of Newfoundland to catch fish; but every man in all the States, anc 
in every portion of the States where there is water-power, can esta})lisli 
a cotton factory and can take the benefit of this provision to obtain fre: 
machinery if he wiil. 

I deny that there is anything sectional or in the nature of class leg 
islation in regard to it. When I have seen in the predecessors of this Con- 
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gress, almost ever since the Government was founded, a tax levied upon ton or of wool paying a duty upon the machinery employed in their 
the people for the benetit ofa State ora community ina State, ora town | occupation than there is in 
or a number of men liying in a town, or a company of men or a single | paying a duty upon the 
man, as we yesterday levied a tax upon the Ameriean people for the | 
penefit of one single man, the owner of a nickel mine in Pennsylvania, | 


he agricultural interests of this countr 


Heh taey have to Use A il el 





data upon which to base the 0} ! 


pinion, but I express the opinion that th 


agricultural interests of this count 


Intryv to-day in the agyregate cmpiloy 
when I have seen all that and then am not permitted to ask that the | more ma hinery than any manutactu + industry in the count’y. 
Government will refrain from collecting duties upon such articles as Mr. WILLIAMS. More th 1 put t r. 
my section of the country would desire in the erection of a cotton fie- Mr. SAULSBURY. Iam n ire that they do not employ more 
tory, I confess I am at the end of my lot; I can not understand it. machinery than all the manuiacturing industries of the ¢ ountry. Isee 


| did hope that thisamendment would be passed. I did not propose | no necessity, therefore, to 


. . y ‘ ‘ or to any portion ol 
it as any legislative scheme or trick for the purpose of making a record | the country unless t! 


ere 18 ’ ,ereneril benel V rel Viller All Ma 
on any one; but I have offered it in good faith. Of course I can not | chinery engaged in all occup ‘ ; : 
expect it to pass when leading Senators on my side of the Chamber op- Mr. GEORGE. If the Senator w \ me terrupt him, I will 
pose it, and oppose it properly from their point of view, butat the same | state that a part of my amendment is luce the duty on all agri 
time I thought it was my duty to offer it and I have done so, and atthe | cultural implements 10 per cent 
proper time whenever it is in order Ishallask the Senate to voteuponit. | Mr.SAULSBURY. To that Ta ed. If 1) \ iterest 
I beg pardon of the Senate for having consumed so much of their | in this country it is in agricultur | l up dl 
time, though I think I have consumed less than any other man who | have been all my life somewhat connected with a \ Lits 
has engaged in this debate. but I am opposed to relieving an industry with 4 1 Lam identitied 
The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The question is on agreeing to the | from its fair and just proportion of , ( ( ent 
amendment of the Senator from Louisiana [Mr. Jonas] to the amend- We are engaged to-day in adjust he re fort itry, and 
ment of the Senator from Mississippi [Mr. Groner}. my view of the matter is that ever Y ul 
Mr. JONAS. Mr. President, when I offered the amendment this | its just proportion of the burdens of the Gover Lam t 
morning I was under the impression that the amendment of the Senator | opposed to granting any special favor to any inter 


from Mississippi proposed to reduce the duty to 25 per cent. I think | protection for protect ply, because it is ra ot 
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myself that 10 per cent. ad valorem is too low. Believing that we | the people of this country a ben it whic | 
were engaged in the work of the reduction of taxation as well as the | makes it a burden upon ot )) ) it specia 
reduction of revenue, and looking at the present tariff and at the | interest. Iam not opposed to that incidental prot 
proposed reduction, I could not but think that this was a fair and | arise to a manulacturing interest by | L proper reve 
proper amendment. The Committee on Finance came into the Senate | the Government, and I say now that a fiir adjustment of the r 
with a recommendation to maintain the present duty on machinery | laws of this country and of the rates of duties will aford ample } 
of which steel should be a component part at 45 per cent. ad valorem. | tion to every manufacturing interest in the country. 
It has been reduced to 35 per cent.; but 35 per cent. is not such a re- We have heard that this is for the benetit of labor. T have 
duction as has been made on other schedules, and as is proposed to be | sympathy with the laborer of th intry as any man in tl te 
made on a schedule in which I feel somewhat interested. 1 sympathize with the laborers of the manuticturing districts of 
The greatest burden upon the sugar-planter is the cost of machinery. | country. I have no quest hat 1 earn th read by tl 
Machinery of a more or less expensive quality is necessary to any one | their brow. I have seen some of those manufacturi tu hments and 
engaged in that business, for the purpose of extracting the sugar from | their surroundings, and 0} tives there trom time tot living in 
the cane and preparing it for the market. The duties at present are | great discomfort, while the cay wed in manulietures live 
prohibitory onsuch machinery. I believe the reduction made last night | in their marble palaces : tl whe ( i 
will leave those duties still prohibitory. vants. I sympathize with th rers in t ing d t 
If a great reduction is to be made in the duty upon this product, the | of this country as m d ‘ 
largest reduction which is proposed to be made upon the present tariff, | portion of the country does, and | ld goas serve t Leou 
I desire at least to test the sense of the Senate as to whether they pro- | do it with pertect justice to every other inter but I rot! 
pose to allow the sugar planters to purchase their machinery in the mar- | Jaborers than those enga manuia ng. I ha een the me 
kets of the world, and whether they propose to reduce the tariff upon chanic in his shop, the smith a invil, the cobbler at his bench, the 
their product so as to deprive them of all profit in its production, as I | tenant farmer, the tiller of the soil who work m | 
think I shal! be able to show, and at the same time refuse to reduce the | late at night. They, too, are laborers and are entitled to: ich pro 
duty upon articles which are to them of prime necessity and upon | tection as the man who works h ery in a manutacturing estal 
which the duty is at present prohibitory. lishment; and I would not burden t 1 order to grant 1 to 
I propose to amend the amendment which I offered by substituting | laborers engaged in any other o 
“25 per cent.’’ instead of ‘‘ 10 per cent.’’ in the fourth line. This talk about the protect is, in my « 
Mr.GEORGE. I ask the Senator from Louisiana to offer his amend- | We all know that every emp f labor procures t horas cheaply 
ment as an independent proposition, so that I may have a direct vote | as he can. His interest requir Until you elevate humanity tau 
upon mine, above its present level you | 1 in eve Oc’ ‘ 
Mr. JONAS. To accommodate the Senator from Mississippi I will | life will seek to promote his own mete out to his Oy 
offer mine afterward as an independent proposition. only that portion of his earnin Li { 
Mr.GEORGE. Ifthe Senate is ready to take the vote I desire to | and services. 
modify my amendment by simply dividing it into three separate amend- I shall vote against all these special favors to any « or ¢ 
ments so as to take.a vote on each, not changing it in the least. whether it be the sugar growers and manutacturers, th 
Mr. HARRIS. The Senator can ask for a division of the question | ufacturers of cotton, or of wool, or anything « Li 
without any change. an equality. Let us levy a tax here for the purpose ot 
Mr.GEORGE. It would require some repetition to do that. I pre- |. for the country, and make the burdens of the pe 
fer the course I have suggested. I believe tl highest d of An . 

Mr. HOAR, I call for the yeas and nays on the amendment. | to make the burdens of government as light as possil 
Mr.GEORGE. The first question will relate alone to machinery for | The relief of the people trom the burcd is t 
the manufacture of cotton and woolen goods. exigencies of the Government require it mn 
The PRESIDENT pro tempore. Does the Chair understand that the | We have had more important questions to consider, hut 4 ery 
Senator from Mississippi withdraws the amendment he offered before? | important question. However, a few yea Lsince I came to the 

Mr. GEORGE. Yes, sir; to offer it in separate provisos. Senate, we had questions far transcending this it tance; we had 
The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The amendment as now offered will | questions affecting pe L Jil nd the tot the people to sell 
be reported. government. They ontrode tl ni transcending any mere 
The ACTING SECRETARY. It is proposed to add, at the end of the | material interest They have happily passed away. We have had 
metal schedule, after line 846, the following proviso: other financial measures here. We have had the resumption of specie 
Provided, That the duty on machinery for the manufacture of cotton or woolen | payments, the restoration of er to the coins of the country, and 
goods, or goods composed of hemp, jute, or ramie shall be 10 per cent. ad va- many important question The too, | e been settled The ques 
lorem. tion which addresses itself now to the Senate is a question affecting the 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. On agreeing to this amendment the | material prosperity and interest of the people. No question is more 
yeas and nays are demanded by the Senator from Massachusetts. important than a proper adjustment of the tariff. We ought to raise 
Mr. HOAR. I withdraw the call. just the amount of revenue which the Government needs and no more 
Mr. GEORGE. I call for the yeas and nays. I hold that we have no right under any grant of power contained in the 
€ yeas and nays were ordered. Constitution to levy a single dollar except for the purposes of govern- 

Mr. SAULSBURY. Mr. President, before the vote is taken I desire | ment. 
to say that I shall vote against the proposition of the Senator from Mis- In levying that tariff, in adjusting that revenue, if incidental pro 
sissippi. I am opposed to all special legislation for particular interests. | tection arises to the manufacturing interests and they are thereby en 
There is no more hardship upon the manufacturers of sugar or of cot- | couraged, I say well and good. I desire to see every manufacturing 
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interest in this country prosper, but I wish to see it prosper alone by 
the incidental protection which the proper adjustment of revenue rates 
will afford. When we depart from that principle, when we seek to 
adjust the revenue for the purpose of granting special favors to any class 
of the community, it is unjust to the interests of the people of this 
country. 

So far as I am concerned I would never give by my voice or my vote 
consent to special favors to any class of the community, whether it be 
manufacturing, agricultural, ormechanical. I shall seek by my vote to 
do justice to all interests and to grant special favors to none. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The roll will be called on agreeing to 
the first amendment of the Senator from Mississippi [Mr. GEorGE]}. 

lhe Principal Legislative Clerk proceeded to call the roll. 

Mr. GARLAND (when his name was called), I am paired with the 
Senator from Vermont [Mr. EpMuNDs]. If he were here, I should vote 
** vea,’?’ 

Mr. HARRIS (when Mr. JACKSON’s name was called). I desire to 
say that my colleague [Mr. JACKSON] is paired with the Senator from 
Wisconsin [Mr. CAMERON]. If my colleague were here, he would vote 
** yea,’” 

Mr. MITCHELL (when his name was called). I am paired with the 
Senator from Virginia [Mr. JoHNnsTon ]. 

The roll-call was concluded, 

Mr. HAMPTON. My colleague [Mr. BuTLER] is paired with the 
Senator from Iowa [Mr. McDILL]. I do not know how my colleague 
would vote. 

Mr. MORGAN. I am paired with the Senator from New York [Mr. 
LAPHAM]. If he were here, I should vote ** nay.’’ 

Mr. DAVIS, of West Virginia. I am paired with the Senator from 
Minnesota [Mr. WinpDoM], but believing that he would vote as I do, 
I vote *‘ nay.” 

The result was announced—yeas 14, nays 39; as follows: 


YEAS—l4. 
Barrow, Grover, Maxey, Vest, 
Coke, Harris, Pugh, Walker 
Farley, Jones of Florida, Ransom, 
George, Kellogg, Vance, 

NAYS—39. 
Aldrich, Conger, Hawley, Morrill, 
Allison, Davis of I1., Hill, Platt, 
Anthony, Davis of W. Va., Hoar, Plumb, 
Bayard, Dawes, Jonas, Rollins, 
Beck, Frye, Jones of Nevada, Saulsbury, 
Blair, Gorman, Logan, Sewell, 
Call, Groome, MeMillan, Sherman, 
Camden, Hale, McPherson, Voorhees, 
Chilcott, Hampton, Miller of Cal., Williams. . 
Cockrell, Harrison, Miller of N,. Y., 

A BSENT—23. 
Butler, Ferry, Lapham, Saunders, 
Brown, Garland, MeDill, Sawyer, 
Cameron of Pa., Ingalls, Mahone, Slater, 
Cameron of Wia., Jackson, Mitchell, Van Wyck, 
Edmunds, Johnston, Morgan, Windom, 
Fair, Lamar, Pendleton, 


So the amendment was rejected. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The second amendment of the Sen- 
ator from Mississippi [Mr. GEORGE] will be reported. 

The ACTING SECRETARY. It is proposed to add at the end of the 
metal schedule, after line 846, the following proviso : 

Provided, That the duty on all tools of mechanics suited for use by manual 
labor, shall be 10 per cent, ad valorem, 

Mr. DAVIS, of West Virginia. I ask whether that would not in- 
clude all tools for almost every purpose? 

Mr. GEORGE. I ask for the yeas and nays. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 

Mr. WILLIAMS. Mr. President, 1 merely want to state the princi- 
ple that will guide me in all my votes throughout this entire tariff dis- 
cussion, Iam for putting the tax at the lowest point that will yield 
the mostrevenue. I think that is the principle that should govern every 
Democrat and every revenue-tariff man. 1 think the amendment pro- 
poses to put it below that point, and as I am as much opposed to doing 
that as Lam to putting itabove, I shall vote against the proposition, as 
I did against the one just voted on. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The roll will be called on agreeing 
to the amendment. 

The Principal Legislative Clerk proceeded to call the roll. 

Mr. MORGAN (when his name was called). I am paired with the 
Senator from New York [Mr. LAPHAM]. 

Mr. SLATER (when his name was called). On this question I am 
paired with the Senator from Nebraska [Mr. VAN Wyck]. If he were 
here, I should vote ‘‘nay.”’ 

The roll-call having been concluded, the result was announced—yeas 
14, nays 37; as follows: 


YEAS—l4, 
Barrow, George, Maxey, Vest, 
Coke, Grover, Pugh, Walker, 
Farley, Harris, Ransom, 
Garland, Jonas, Vance, 





NAYS—37. 

Aldrich, Cockrell, Harrison, Platt 
Allison, Conger, Hawley, Plumb 
Anthony, Davis of Til., Hill, - Rollins. 
Bayard, Davisof W. Va., Hoar, Saulsbury 
Beck, Dawes, Sherman ' 
Blair, Edmunds, M ilian, Voorhees. 
Call, Frye, McPherson, Williams. 
Camden, Groome, Miller of Cal., 
Cameron of Pa., Hale, Miller of N. Y., 
Chilcott, Hampton, Morrill, 

ABSENT—25 
Brown, Jackson, MeDill, Sewell, 
Butler, Johnston Mahone, Slater 
Cameron of Wis., Jones of Florida, Mitchell, Van Wyck 
Fair, Jones of Nevada, Mo . Windom, ° 
Ferry, Kellogg, Pendleton, 
Gorman, Lamar, Saunders, 
Ingalls, Lapham, Sawyer, 


So the amendment was rejected. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The Senator from Mississipi {\,; 
GEORGE] offers a third amendment, which will be reported. ; 

The ACTING SECRETARY. It is proposed to add at the end of the 
metal schedule, after line 846, the following proviso: 

Provided, That the duty on all agricultural implements shall be 10 per .. 
ad valorem, 

Mr. GEORGE. On that I ask for the yeas and nays. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 

Mr. BECK. Mr. President, I only desire to say that while I ay 
willing to vote for all reasonable reductions I propose to vote for som 
thing like a uniform rate of taxation, and not to make exceptional cases 
however popular it may be to vote for the lowest rate. Much has bee, 
said about free-traders. Iam nota free-trader. There may be free- 
traders in the Senate, likely there are, but I know of no mode of ¢o} 
lecting taxes under the Constitution of the United States so unjust and 
unequal as would have to be done under free trade. 

I have looked over the statistics of population and wealth of th 
States. As you know, Mr. President, and as we all know, if we do not 
collect our money by internal revenue or by import duties direct tax, 
have to be levied according to the population as settled by the cnume: 
ation taken at the preceding census. I have thattable before me. It is 
a long one, and I do not care to put it into the Recorn, but it illus 
trates what I mean. The State of Alabama, as shown by the census 
has a population of 1,265,000 people. She has property assessed, accor 
ing to the assessment, at $121,000,000. The State of Rhode Island h 
a population of about 265,000 people, with an assessed valuation of pro) 
erty of $255,000,000. Levying, as we are compelled under the Feder 
Constitution, a direct tax, if wedo not collect by tariff dutiesand })y : 
ternal-revenue taxes, every man in the Stateof Alabama, in proporti 
to the property that he owns and has assessed, would pay ten tin. 
much as every man living in the State of Rhode Island. There is » 
system of tariff taxation half so unequal or half so unjust as 
be inflicted upon the State of Alabama by direct taxation. 

Therefore, all this talk about direct taxation is to my mind not 011) 
absurd, but absolutely unjust to the poorer States of the South; and | 
propose to raise whatever revenue is necessary to maintain this Govern 
ment by taxation through a tariff or through internal revenue which 
will not bring about the results which free trade would necessarily brin; 
about. This effort to bring articles down to 10 per cent. it is well 
known will not raise the revenue necessary to support this Government 
and I shall steadily vote against all such propositions. 

The PRESIDENT pre tempore. The roll will be called on agrecin: 
to the amendment of the Senator from Mississippi |[Mr. GEorGr}. 

The Principal Legislative Clerk proceeded to call the roll and \M 
ALDRICH answered to his name. 

Mr. WILLIAMS. Inaddition to what my colleague has said, I wis! 
to make one remark. Idonotthink the amendment is a matter of :n) 
consequence any way, because we never import one single agricul tur! 
implement into thiscountry. We now beat the world in the manui: 
ure of agricultural implements, and we always will beat the wor! 
with or without any tariff. I oppose the amendment, because is « «|: 
parture from the general principles of taxation. 

Mr. VANCE. I suggest to the Senator from Kentucky if we nev« 
bring any in we shall get no revenue from a tariff; and if we beat tl) 
world, why not reduce the duty? 

Mr.WILLIAMS. I say it is a matter of no consequence. The « 
mittee has reported it at 20 per cent.,I believe. It hurts nobody: |! 
never will hurt anybody. I, as a farmer, know that fact. Ido not |) 
lieve we ever shall import into thiscountry onesingleagricultural im))) 
ment. 

Mr. ALLISON. We export millions of dollars’ worth of agricultus: 
implements every year. 

Mr. VANCE. Then no revenue is received from the duty, and the! 
is no use to put upon it a high duty that secures nothing. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. This debate is out of order, for th! 
was a@ response to the roll-call before the Senator from Kentucky '~ 

Mr. WILLIAMS. I will say that in the interior of Russia, ~,'\' 
miles in the heart of the country from St. Petersburg, in Asia and Ainc:: 
and all around the Mediterranean, I have seen everywhere agricult- 
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yral implements that had been manufactured in this country, and I have | 
pever seen @ foreign agricultural implement in my country in my lite. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The Senator trom Rhode Island re- 
~ponded to his name before the Senator from Kentucky rose, but the Chair | 
ould not possibly make him understand that he was out of order 

Mr. RANSOM. The Senator from Kentucky spoke by unanimous 

mmsent. 

. The Principal Legislative Clerk resumed the call of the roll. 

Mr. MORGAN (when his name was called). Iam paired with the 
senator from New York [Mr. LapHam]. 

lhe roll-call was concluded. 

Mr. MITCHELL. Iam paired on all these questions with the Sen- 
ator from Virginia [Mr. JoHNsTon]. 

Mr. HARRIS. I desire to announce once for all for the day that my | 
colleague [Mr. JACKSON] is paired with the Senator from Wisconsin 
[ Mr. CAMERON ]. 

The result was announced—yeas 15, nays 36; as follows: 


YEAS—15. 
Barrow, Garland, Jones of Florida, Vance, 
Cockrell, George, Maxey, Vest, 
Coke, Harris, Pugh, Walker 
Farley, Jonas, Ransom, 
NAYS—36. 
Aldrich, Conger, Hampton, Miller of Cal 
Allison, Davis of IIL., Harrison, Miller of N. Y.., 
Anthony, Davis of W. Va., Hawley, Morrill, 
Bayard, Dawes, Hill, Platt, 
Beck, Edmunds, Hoar, Plumb, 
Blair, Frye, Jones of Nevada, Rollins, 
Call, Gorman, Logan Saulsbury, 
Camden, Groome, MeMillan, Voorhees, 
Cameron of Pa., Hale, McPherson, Williams, 
ABSENT—25. 
Brown, Ingalls, Mahone, Sherman, 
Butler, Jackson, Mitchell, Slater, 
Cameron of Wis., Johnston, Morgan, Van Wyck, 
Chilcott, Kellogg, Pendleton, Windom. 
Fair, Lamar, Saunders, 
Ferry, Lapham, Sawyer, 
Grover, McDill, Sewell, 


So the amendment was rejected. 

Mr. JONAS. Lnow renew my amendment. 
| move to add: 

Provided, That machinery for the extraction and manufacture of sugar from 
sugar-cane or sorghum shall be charged a duty of 25 per cent. ad valorem 

Mr. ROLLINS. Let the amendment be read which 1 proposed to 
that some time since, adding the words ‘‘ and sugar.”’ 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The Chair does not understand what 
the Senator from New Hampshire proposed. 

Mr. ROLLINS. 
ghum.’’ Perhaps the Senator from Louisiana will agree to this modi- 
tication ? 

Mr. JONAS. I will not agree to anything of the kind. 
schedule has not been reached. 

Mr. ROLLINS. This is a proper place to reach it, and this will dis- 
pose of the question and save a good deal of discussion hereafter. 

Mr. JONAS. At the request of the Senator from Mississippi I with- 
drew my amendment for a few minutes. [ask that the vote be now 
tuken on my amendment. 

Mr. ROLLINS. Let my amendment be reported. 

The ACTING SECRETARY. After the word ‘‘ sorghum ”’ it is proposed 
to insert ‘and sugar;’’ so as to read: 


At the end of line 846 


The sugar 


Provided, That machinery for the extraction and manufacture of sugar from | 


lig or sorghum and sugar shall be charged a duty of 25 per cent. adi va- 
orem, 

Mr. ALDRICH. I suggest to the Senator from New Hampshire that 
he put the word ‘‘sugar’’ before the word ‘‘ machinery;”’ 
“sugar and machinery.’’ 

Mr. ROLLINS. Very well. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. 
will be reported as modified. 

The ACTING SECRETARY. It is proposed to insert after the word 
‘that’? the words ‘“‘sugar, and;’’ so as to read: 

Provided, That sugar, and the machinery for the extraction and manufacture 


<—_ from sugar-cane or sorghum, shall be charged a duty of 25 per cent. ad 
valorem. 


Mr. MORRILL. I had hoped that after the decided vote of the Sen- 
ate on the amendments of the Senator from Mississippi no further amend- 
ment of this character would be presented. Let me say that every ex- 
periment of this kind that we have made has proved a failure. 
any machinery for the manufacture of sorghum is ever invented and 
brought out so as to be useful, it will be in this country, and not be 
imported from abroad. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The question is on the amendment 
proposed by the Senator from New Hampshire [Mr. Ro.Lurns] to the 
amendment of the Senator from Louisiana [Mr. Jonas]. 

Mr. JONAS. My amendment is the one I gave notice of some time 
ago. I offered it this morning as an amendment to the amendment of 
the Senator from Mississippi for the purpose of reducing the duty on 
sugar machinery. It belongs properly to the iron and metal schedule, 


The amendment to the amendment 
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I propose to add the words ‘‘and sugar ”’ after ‘‘sor- | 


so as to read | 


If | 
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which we are now considering. Whether it will be adopted by th 


| Senate or not, I certainly have a right to offer it and the right to ask tin 


a vote on it. The amendment offered by the Senator from New Hamp 
shire is obtrusive, out of place, and has no relation whatever to thi 
schedule or to the subject which we are censidering. If, when th 
proper tine arrives, the Senate shall be pleased to put sugar at 25 pet 
cent. ad valorem, it will be in their power to do so. I presume th: 
Senator from New Hampshire has a right to move the amendment; but 
I trust the Senate will possess their souls in patience and permit th 
metal schedule to be finished first. I ask for a vote on the amendment 
I have offered. 

Mr. ALLISON. Task that the whole amendment may be reported 
again as it will stand if adopted. 

Mr. EDMUNDs. 
to the amendment. 

The ACTING SECRETARY. 


First the amendment, and then the amendment 


The amendment of Mr. JONAS is to add 


| after line 846 the following proviso: 


Provided, That machinery for the extraction and manufacture of sugar fron 
sugar-cane or sorghum shall be charged a duty of 25 per cent. ad valorem 
It is proposed to amend the amendment so as to read 


Provided, That sugar and machinery for the extraction and manufacture of 


sugar from sugar-cane or sorghum shall be charged a duty of 25 per cent. ad 
valorem. 

The PRESIDENT pro te mpore. The question Is On avgreeine to the 
amendment to the amendment. [Putting the question Phe no 
appear to have it. 

Mr. ROLLINS. TL ask for the yeas and nays. [‘‘No! ‘No! 


Mr. HOAR. I think the Senator from Louisiana ought to have a 
right to test the sense of the Senate on his amendment. It is very ob 
vious, from the previous votes of the Senate, that there will not be mor 
than ten or fifteen Senators who will favor the amendment of the Ser 
ator from Louisiana; but if he desires tohave a record on that question 
simply, I think he ought to have it. I am in favor of allowing him to 
have a vote on his own amendment 

Mr. ROLLINS. So am I in favor of it, but I think I havea right to 
suggest an amendment without the censure of the Senator from Ma 
sachusetts. 

Mr. HOAR. I did not make any censure. 

Mr. DAWES. I hope the Senator from New Hampshire will with 
draw the amendment to the amendment. 

Mr. FRYE and others. It was voted down. 

Mr. HARRIS. What is the pending question ? 

The PRESIDENT pro te mpore, Does the Senator from New Hamp 
shire insist on calling tor the yeas and nays? The Chair announced 
the vote, and unless the Senator calls tor the yeas and nays the amend 
ment to the amendment is lost. 

Several SENATORS. Let it go 

Mr. ROLLINS. Very well 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The amendment to the amendmen 
lost. The question recurs now on the amendment of the Senator 
from Louisiana [Mr. JoNAs]. 

Mr. SAULSBURY. I should like to ask the Senator from Louisiana 
what is the present duty on sugar machinery, as I am not posted on that 
subject ? 

} Mr. JONAS. The duty fixed last night is 35 per cent 

The amendment was rejected 

The PRESIDENT pro te mpore. The Senator 
{Mr. VANCE] has an amendment to offer. 

Mr. VANCE.  Discouraged as I am by the result of the vote upon 
the amendments of the Senator from Mississippi and the Senator tro 
| Louisiana, I am induced to modify my amendment by striking out 

word ‘‘ten’’ and inserting the word ‘‘three,’’ and I will ask th 
| of the Senate upon it as modified 


Is 


North Caro 


from 


The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The amendment will | ead a 
modified. 
| The ACTING SECRETARY. At the end of line 546 it roposed to 
add: 
For the period of three years from and after the passage of this act t por 
| tation of all kinds of machinery to be used exclusively in the manuticture of 
| cotton or woolen goods shall be free of all duty, under such regulation us the 
| Secretary of the Treasury shall prescribe. 
| Mr. VANCE. I will modity the amendment further by striking out 


| the words “or woolen goods,”’ SO 4S to apply it simply to cotton goods, 
| fixing a term of only three years 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore 
amendment of the Senator from North Carolina as modified 

Mr. VANCE. I ask for the yeas and nays 
| The yeas and nays were ordered, and the Principal Legislative Clerk 
proceeded to call the roll 

Mr. MORGAN (when his name was called) 
Senator from New York [Mr. LAPHAM]. 

Mr. VANCE (when Mr. RANSOM’s name was called). My colleague 
[Mr. RANsoM] is paired with the Senator from Minnesota [Mr. Mc 
MILLAN |}. 

Mr. SLATER (when his name wascalled). I wish to state that lam 
paired with the Senator from Nebraska [Mr. VAN WYCK ]}. 

The roll-call was concluded. 


The question Is on agreeing to the 


[am paired with the 
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Mr. MITCHELL. Iam paired with the Senator from Virginia [Mr. 
JouNstoNn |. The Senator from New York [Mr. MILLER] is paired 
with the Senator from Maryland [Mr. GRooME]. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The Senator from Maryland has 
voted. 

Mr. GROOME. Iam paired with the Senator from New York [ Mr. 
MILLER]; but I was so sure that he would vote the way I would that 
I voted “ ney’? without hesitation. 

Mr. MITCHELL. He asked me to announce the pair. 

Mr. GROOME. Does the Senator think the Senator from New York 
would vote ‘‘ yea’’ on this proposition? 

Mr. MITCHELL. Oh, no. 

Mr. GROOME. Then I will let my vote stand. 

Mr. MITCHELL. My colleague [Mr. CAMERON, of Pennsylvania] 
is paired with the Senator from Alabama [Mr. Puy]. 

Mr. HARRIS (after having voted in the affirmative). I have been 
during my absence paired with the Senator from Michigan [Mr. FERRY]. 
Yesterday the Senator from Florida [ Mr. JONES] was absent and I trans- 
terred the pair to the Senator from Florida, but I see that the Senator 
from Florida has voted upon this roll-call. I therefore withdraw my 
vote, keeping the pair with the Senator from Michigan [Mr. Ferry]. 

Phe result was announced—yeas 8, nays 34; as follows: 


YEAS—38. 
Barrow, Garland, Jonas, Vance, 
Coke, George, Jones of Mlorida, Walker. 
NAYS—S4. 
Allison Conger, Hampton, Miller of Cal., 
Anthony, Davis of Il., Harrison, Morrill, 
Bayard, Davis of W. Va., Hawley, Piatt, 
Beck, Dawes, Hill, Rollins, 
Blair, edmunds, Hoar, Saulsbury, 
Call, Frye, Jones of Nevada, Voorhees, 
Camden Gorman, Logan, Williams. 
Chileott (iroome, McPherson, 
Cockrell Hale, Maxey, 
ABSENT—H. 
Aldrich Harris, Mahone, Sawyer, 
Brown, lingralls, Miller of N. Y., Sewell, 
butler, Jackson, Mitchell, Sherman, 
Cameron of Pa., Johnston, Morgan, Slater, 
Cameron of Wis., Kellogg, Pendleton, Van Wyck, 
Fair, Lainar, Plumb, Vest, 
Parley, Lapham, Pugh, Windom. 
Ferry, MeDill, Ransom, 
Girover, MeMillan, Saunders, 


So the amendment was rejected. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. Are there further amendments to 
the metal schedule? The Chair hearing none, the sugar schedule— 
Schedule E—will be next taken up, the wooden schedule having been 
considered, 

Mr. MORRILL.  Lask to present au amendment to the sugar sched- 
ule as a substitute for the one in the bill. It is the amendment which 
1 submitted several days ago and had printed. 

Mr. MCPHERSON. Do I understand that the chairman of the Fi- 
nance Commiitee offers an amendment proposed by the committee? 

Mr. MORRILL. It was agreed to by, I think, a majority of the 
committee, 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. 
Vermont will be reported. 

The ACTING SRCRETARY. 
Schedule E: 


The amendment of the Senator from 


It is proposed to insert the following as 


SCHEDULE E.—S8UGAR, 

All sugars not above No, 13 Dutch standard in color shall pay a duty on their 
polariscopic test as follows, namely : 

All sugars not above No. 13 Dutch standard in color, all tank bottoms, sirups 
of cane-juice or of beet-juice, melada, concentrated melada, concrete and con- 
centrated molasses, testing by the polariscope not above seventy-five degrees, 
shall pay a duty of 1.25 cents per pound, and for every additional degree or frac- 


tion of a degree shown by the polariscopic test they shall pay five-hundredths 
ofa cent per pound additional, 


Allsugars above No, 13 Dutch standard in color shall be classified by the Dutch 
standard of color, and pay duty as follows, namely: 


pe above No. 13 and not above No. 16 Dutch standard, 2.65 cents per 
pound, 


—* eae above No, 16 and not above No. 20 Dutch standard, 3.15 cents per 
pound, 


All sugars above No. 20 Dutch standard, 3.65 cents per pound. 

Molasses testing not above fifty-six degrees by the polariscope shall pay a duty 
of 4 cents per gallon; molasses testing above fifty-six degrees shall pay a duty 
of 8 cents per gallon, 

Mr. MORRILL. 
914. 

Mr. SAULSBURY. I should like to have the Senator trom Vermont 
explain what reduction is proposed over the present tariff on sugar. 

Mr. ALDRICH. I desire to offer an amendment. 

Mr. MCPHERSON, I desire to offer as a substitute 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The Senator from Rhode Island has 
the floor. 

Mr. ALDRICH. I desire to offer an amendment to the committee 
umendment, as I was not able to agree with a majority of the commit- 
tee as to what rates should be fixed. 1 wish to consult the convenience 


of the chairman of the committee about whether the amendment shall 
be offered now. 


This covers the whole sugar schedule down to line 











The PRESIDENT pro tempore. Theamendment must be offered now 
Mr. ALDRICH. Then I move to strikeoutthe word “five” where it 
occurs in line 11 of the amendment and to insert ‘‘four;’’ so as 


to read: 
They shall pay four-hundredths of a cent per pound additional. 


If that shall carry, then I propose to change the rates of duty aboy. 
No. 13 to correspond to this amendment. ’ : 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The other amendment had bette; be 
moved now. 

Mr. ALDRICH. Theotheramendment I thought could wait 
will depend on the vote on this amendment. 

Mr. ROLLINS. What does the Senator propose to offer ? 

Mr. ALDRICH. I propose to reduce the rate about thirty jy) 
dredths of a cent. ; 

Mr. MCPHERSON. I desire to offer as an amendment to the amend 
ment offered by the chairman of the committee the pure, simple sched. 
ule as reported by the Tariff Commission. 

The PRESIDENT protempore. The amendment of the Senato, from 
New Jersey can be read now. It will be in order after action oy ¢)y. 
amendment of the Senator from Rhode Island. 

Mr. MCPHERSON. I willsend itto the desk and ask that it be read 

Mr. SAULSBURY. I was going to suggest to the Senator trom Vey 
mont, inasmuch as this is a very important schedule to be considered 
and his amendment is an entire new classification and new rates 0; 
duties from those in the bill, and other amendments have already ber, 
offered, would it not be proper for him to move an adjournment to 
night, so that these amendments may be printed and we may have tine 
to consider them ? 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. 
Vermont isin print. It was printed January 20. 

Mr. ALLISON. It is easily understood. There is no particuls 
change in the classification. 
The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The Secretary will read the suwhst 

tute proposed by the Senator from New Jersey [Mr. McPitersoy | 

Mr. LOGAN. If the Senator from New Jersey will allow me, and | 
beg his pardon for interrupting him, I have refrained all day tor th: 
reason that [ did not want to interrupt the proceedings, but 1 wish t 
present some petitions on this very subject. I dislike to hold them unti| 
after the subject is passed upon, and I wish to present them now and 
let them lie on the table. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. If there is no objection the petitions 
will be received. The Chair hears none. 

Mr. LOGAN. I present a petition of citizens of Chicago, Ilinois: « 
petition of citizens of Noble, [linois; a petition of citizens of Benton, 
Illinois; a petition of citizens of Mackinaw, Illinois; a petition of citi 
zens of Marine, Illinois; a petition of citizens of Cordova, I]linvis: « 
petition of citizens of Galva, Dlinois; a petition of citizens of Quine 
Illinois; a petition of citizens of Monticello, Tlinois; a petition of vit 
zens of Cairo, Illinois; a petition of citizens of Le Mont, Hlinois: a peti 
tion of citizens of Turner, Llinois; a petition of citizens of Martin 
ville, Illinois; a petition of citizens of Woodstock, Hlinois: a petition « 
citizens of Bridgeport, Illinois; a petition of citizens of Rockton, 11! 
nois; and a petition of citizens of Carpenterville, Illinois, all nwinerous! 
signed, praying for a reduction of the tariff on sugar. IT ask thot 1! 
petitions lie on the table. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. They will lie on the table. |) 
Secretary will read the substitute proposed by the Senator from: \o\ 
Jersey [Mr. McPHERSON]. 

Mr. KELLOGG. The amendment proposed by the Senator trom 
New Jersey has been printed. It was printed weeksago. I call atten 
tion to that fact in reply to the suggestion made by the Senator trom 
Delaware [Mr. SAULSBURY ] that he would like to see the amendinents 
in print. I understand that the Senator from New Jersey proposes tli 
schedule recommended by the Tariff Commission. 

Mr. McPHERSON. Yes; every Senator has seen it a hundre:! tine> 
here. It is simply restoring the schedule of the Tariff Commi-sion 

Mr. ALLISON. It is printed in the Tariff Commission’s report 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The substitute proposed by the Sen 
ator from New Jersey will be read at the desk, at the Senator’s req ues! 

The Acting Secretary read as follows: 


SCHEDULE E.—SUGAR. 

All sugars not above No. 13 Dutch standard in color shall pay duty on thet 
polariscopic test as follows, namely: 

All sugars not above No. 13 Dutch standard in color, all tank bottoms, siru)= 
of cane juice, or of beet juice, melada, concentrated melada, concrete und oor 
centrated molasses, testing by the polariscope not above 75°, shall pay a duty o! 
1.50 cents per pound, and for every additional degree or fraction of a deur 
shown ~ A polariscope test, they shall pay five hundredths of a cent per pour! 
additional. 

All sugars above No. 13 Dutch standard in color shall be classified by the Datel: 
standard of color, and pay duty as follows, namely : 

Allsugars above No. 13 and not above No. 16 Dutch standard, 3} cents per pound 
All sugar above No. 16 and notabove No. 20 Dutch standard, 3.75 cents per poun! 
All sugars above No. 20 Dutch standard, 4} cents per und. : 

Molasses testing not above 56° by the polariscope, 1 pay a duty of 5) coals 
per gallon. Molasses testing above 56°, shall pay a duty of 10 cents per gallon 

Sugar candy, not colored, 5 cents per pound. , 5 

All other confectionery, not specially enumerated or provided for in this act, 
made wholly or in part of sugar, and on sugars after being refined, when tinct- 
ured, colored, or in any way adulterated, valued at 30 cents per pound or less, 


That 


The amendment of the Senator fro, 


10 cents per pound. 
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Confectionery valued above 30 cents per pound, or when sold by the box, pack- 
age, OF otherwise than by the pound, 50 per cent. ad valorem. 

Mr. McPHERSON. Mr. President, I believe the sugar schedule 
proposed by the Tariff Commission to be better than any one I have 
‘een since We have undertaken to remodel their work. It fixes the 
standard at No. 13 and fixes the duty at 14 cents per pound. Their | 
Jetermination was reached aiter a very thorough and careful investi- | 
gation of the whole question. It seems to me to be equitable and at 
the same time to be the best. The standard of 13 is now the official | 
standard and represents the condition of the sugar between its raw and 
manuiactured states as accurately and as clearly as any standard can do. 

With respect to the sugar industry I wish to say that to my mind if | 
there is an infant industry in this country it is the sugar industry. I 
ave heard so much said about infant industries in the last three or four | 
days that I have come to know what one is. When thevast corn-tields 
of our country are becoming every year more and more utilized in con- 
verting their products into sugar, as is now being done, and making an 
excellent quality of sugar, when the growth of sorghum-cane and the 
manuiacture of sugar has become so great an enterprise, it does seem to 
me to be exactly the wrong time to undertake to disturbor meddle with 
this great interest, to say nothing of the cane industry in theSouthern 
states, Which always has and always should have a certain measure ot | 
protection. To as FF. 

My own State of New Jersey is to-day offering a bounty of $1 per 
ton upon the sorghum-cane and paying 1 cent per pound upon suga 
manuiactured from that cane. The result has been that thousands of | 
yeres of land heretofore utilized and available for no other purpose have 
been made into sorghum plantations; and the sorghum is being culti- 
vated in New Jersey with a great deal of profit to the people of that 
state. I prophesy that the time is not very far distant when trom corn 
that is grown upon our immense Western prairies and from the growth 
and the manufacture of sorghum we shall be supplying the world with 
sugar; that we shall be exporting it. Therefore J wish to foster and 
protect this industry as much as it needs it to-day, so that we may 
become exporters instead of importers of the article. 

Mr. FRYE. Will the Senator from New Jersey kindly state what 
the ad valorem duty is under the amendment which he offers? 

Mr. MCPHERSON. I donotknow that Icandosoexactly. It isa re- 
duction from the present rate and makes adifference of about $1,000,000, 
us Lunderstand from the estimates that have been furnished me; yet | 
have not verified the estimates. I understand it makes a reduction ot 
about $1,000,000 in the present tariff, while the bill as reported by the 
chairman of the Finance Committee makes a reduction of six milli 
seven million dollars as I understand. 

Mr. KELLOGG. More than that—nearly $11,000,000. 

Mr. SAULSBURY. I should like to inquire of the Senator from 
New Jersey whether the proposed reduction will not inure to the 
ienefit of the refiners of sugar. Up to No. 13, as I understand, all 
grades of sugar must necessarily go to the refiners for the purpose of 
lieing prepared for consumption in the country. If you reduce upon 
these varieties the duty upon sugar, will not the refiners be the speci:! 
recipients of the advantage of that reduction? As I understand, until 
you reach No. 13 sugar is not in a condition to be used in the common 
consumption of life. 

My idea is that the reduction ought to be in that grade of sugar which 
goes upon the table of every person in the country, and not upon the 
lower grades of sugar, the benefit of which will inure especially, as I 
understand, tothe refiners. We collected last year I believe $47,000,000 
revenue upon sugar, and I would like to see the duty upon that article 
which is necessary to the comfort of every family reduced; but it seems 
to me that unless you reduce it upon the higher grades of sugar, those 
above No. 13, the great consuming body of the people of this country 
will not receive any advantage from it. It is true if the refiners shall 
have some reduction in the lower grades they may afford to sell their 
article at a lower rate, but we all know enough of humanity to know 
that where a man has a monopoly of a business he is going to exact just 
the rates and charges which his interest suggests. 

Mr. MORGAN. Mr. President, as this is a peculiarly Southern indus- 
try, belonging by the necessities of the situation to the extreme South, 
and as I intend to vote for a reduction upon the tariff on sugar, I desire 
to state my reasons. 

I recognize that there is a certain degree of responsibility to which 
every Southern man will be held who makes a departure from the pre- 


onor 


vailing opinion that Southern industries ought to be protected whether | 


the Northern industries are protected or not, and that there is some- 
thing properly sectional in our divisions upon questions of this kind. 

Our leading industries are nolonger infants. If there are some that 
are undeveloped, as silk and ramie, and borax, zinc, and nitrates in the 
Western hills and plains, let us encouragethem up to the highest reve- 
nue standard of taxation on the imported productions. But we have 
covered and occupied nearly all the ground thet human industry and 
genius can find forenterprise. Our industries are no longer in an infan- 
tile stage. They are in vigorous development. 

We can not keep out foreign pauper labor by raising the price here. | 
They will seek the market and supply the demand. We can not keep | 
out foreign capital by giving extraordinary profits to money in the pro- | 
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tected industries. They will enter the field and reap the harvest pr 
pared for ourselves. We can not give to the producer of raw mat 
rial a higher or better market at home than he can get abroad for his 
productions by levying a high tariff upon what he gets in exchange for 
them, and by compelling him to have the products he has for sale priced 
in the foreign market 

We can not produce low prices in manufactures by high rates of tarif! 


| duty, and we can not afford to buy high-priced manufactures with low 


priced productions of raw material. 

A high protective policy clogs and renders heavy and dull even the 
monopolized home market, for men will buy sparingly even of neces 
sities when jamine prices prevail. It destroys all hope of competition 


| abroad, and thus compels the 10,000,000 of protected manutacturing 


people to seek their support entirely trom the remaining 40,000,000 
of the producing classes. The foreign markets stand invitingly open to 
our manutacturers, and what they most need now is what young birds 
need when their mothers push them out of their nests, to ¢ omy L them 
to use their wings in search of a living. If a thousand men pay a protit 


thing, and they 





of $100 each to a manufacturing capitalist he loses not! 

| gain if he makes his $100,000 per annum out of 2.000 men instead ot 
1,000. And tospread the boundaries of his trade and enlarge the num 
of his customers always enables the manufacturer to reduce his pric 

| The banker, manufacturer, railroad king, carrier, or merchant. who h 
the widest field of commerce under his control can always vive bett 


rates to his customers than one who is cramped by a narrower field 

Great Britain and France can atford to expend hundreds 
in subsidizing their ships, because it gives them a wider 
merce and brings more and cheaper goods from other countries. It 
the expansion of the market that yields the profit to her people and 
enriches them that they can easily bearthe burden of heavy excise dutis 
We contine our people to the home market, and take from the nume: 
ous poor to aggrandize the few rich people 

We now appro h the discussion of the tariff on suc Mhat is 
pending question. I will not now enter into the details of that t 
as tothe rate of duty that it should bear, except to illustrate the point 
of difference between the protection and the revenue-t 
tain important questions war is a home product 
The weight of the cane and its perishable character compel its m 
facture on the plantations where it is grown. = It i 


field of con 


arith nen on cer 


Su and manutieture 


rown and cut b 


manual labor, and is manutictured by machinery In the higher 
| grades an article is produced of the best merchantable quality ready 
packed for market. In the lower grades the production requires skill 
and machinery to refine it and prepare it for market It is easil 

capable of adulteration, and in this result the interests of the planter 
and the adulterator are about the same. It finds its way to market 
without any practical check as to this adulteration Phe adulterations 


are serious frauds on the consumer, as to the intrinsic value 


modity, and are dangerous to the health, especially of childret 


Ol the cou 


is grown only on a small fringe of land on the extreme Southern be 
and is a local and sectional product inviting for and against it loeal and 
sectional prejudices. 

Its only home competitors are beets and sorghum, and all of these 
tovether do not supply more than a tenth of the quantity necded tor 
home consumption. In these various conditions and qualiti 
presents a test more compl te than anv other produ Lion Or Tene 
of the principles on which Congress should act in levying duti 1 wil 
enumerate the reasons why it should bear a low duty, and then th 
Opposing reasons lol s bearing a high duty, to ascertium Wlioel plan 
would be just 

iz It is an arti le of universal necessitv, evel more so to those vho 
are in infancy or childhood, and those who are iniirm, than to othe 
classes. 

» Tt has become ndispen ibl nh medicine. nnd in tood ane 
the sick. 

3. While it is a necessity to all classes of the people, te t! 
the richest of luxuries 

1. It is the most equable subject through whose agency t can be 
ratably apportioned to every human being, though salt, he (fou 
more purposes than sugar, in aris, manufactures, ayricultu tiie presse! 
vation of food, and in caring for animals, bas the widest field ot usetul 
| nese. 

5. Cane-sugar is richer than the sugar of beets or sorghum {there 


| fore, the same rate of specific duty applied to all would put the cane 
sugar under stronger protection than the others 

6. It invites adulteration in proportion as the price of it is 

7. Asa product of the soil it is 
of the country. 

8. It isa plantation product and not a farm product, and attracts no 
population that is not engaged in its production or manutacture 

9. It requires large capital for its production and manufacture, and 
the most ignorant labor is on an equal footing with the most skilled, in 
the largest part of the employment it gives. It furnishes no occupation 
to the ordinary farmer, and but little employment to any but the | 
strongest and roughest labor. 

10. No amount of bounty or protection to cane-sugar would much 
increase the area of its production, or ever increase the supply so as to 


raised 
contined toa mere pat honthesurtace 
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meet one-half of the home demand. All these facts argue strongly 
against sugar as a commodity for high protection. What facts repre- 
sent the other other side of the question ? 

1. A tax on sugar reaches every human being with an approximation 
to equality of the burden of taxation. 

”. It is a home industry. 

3. By decreasing the importation one-tenth it furnishes that much 
competition with which to lower the prices of imported sugars. 

4. It furnishes a modicum of employment to the American free la- 
borer; but in direct competition with foreign labor, some of it cooly, 
some of it peon labor and some of it slave. 

5. It puts a large proportion of capital in use and at risk for the pro- 
duction of sugar, and this capital has in part been invested on faith of 
the protection given under existing laws. 

6. At the present rate of duty it yields nearly $50,000,000 of revenue. 

Will the protectionist say that this article yields too much revenue, 
and that to make the tax higher would reduce the revenue and give to 
this industry a better control of the home market? Will the advocates of 
atarifffor revenne say that the tax should be lowered and that thereby 
the revenue would be increased by increased consumption and the com- 
modity cheapened? Will the consumer say that the price should be 
reduced? Will the refiner say that revenue should be decreased on the 
lower grades and increased on the higher to encourage his industry ? 
Will the producer be willing to yield the prices secured by protection to 
the demands of any of these classes? It is plain that whatever is done 
to change the existing laws must be done either by combination with 
the producer or by torce against his will. He is the only satisfied 
person in any class, and he will contend for the status quo. In this strife 
of conflicting interests one of two remedies must be adopted if any 
change is made, namely, a ratable reduction of the tax on sugar as com- 
pared with the necessities for revenue, and with the relative value of 
the production as compared with the value of the whole sum of our 
productions that are taxed, or else a repeal of all duties on sugar and 
a bonus to the sugar-producer toenable him to make a profit in competi- 
tion with all other sugar-growing countries. 

This is one case at least in which high duties produce high prices, 
open the door to fraud in the revenue and for the adulteration of food 
and medicine, cause the levying of excessive revenue on the classes least 
able to bear the burden, all for the sake of protecting a small class whose 
productions are confined by nature to a particular locality, and the giv- 
ingof bounty to theenriching of the few. It is a case like many others 
in this bill, where a high rate of duty onthe protected industry transfers 
the burden of taxation from the rich and luxurious in an unjust meas- 
ure to those whose daily bread is won by daily labor. It violates the 
principles of sound political economy, and equally violates the spirit of 
our Constitution. 

I would not injure the sugar-planters. I would much prefer to vote 
them a bounty, as we used to do the fisheries of the East and now be- 
stow upon them by giving them a drawback on salt. 

The sugar-planters and the wool-growers should take an even chance 
with the cotton-planters and the grain-growers, and be satisfied with 
it. Still lam willing to vote them bounties if they can not live with- 
out subsidy, because they grow native food that is indispensable to the 
people and is in competition with the productions of all tropical coun- 
tries. Lam not willing to vote a tax 6n sugar that gives 300,000 mena 
profit of 2 or 3 cents a pound on what they produce at the expense of 2 
or $3 cents a pound on the consumption of sugar by 50,000,000 of people. 

We should begin to legislate for our people with reference to the pres- 
ent and the future, and not with reference to their condition thirty years 
ago. Principles are always the same. Justice is not the sentiment of 
a day or hour; it is unfailing in its laws, and always equal in their ap- 
plication. Let us apply the principles that should control the tax on 
sugar to other industries whose products take rank as common necessi- 
ties, for the sake of justice. 

We have been working for a century to achieve our industrial inde- 
pendence of all nations, and we have achieved it Not only do we make 
almost everything that is necessary to comfort, but nearly all that con- 
tributes to the demands of elegance and luxury which is within the 
reach of the ingenuity and skill of the mechanic and artisan. Indeed, 
we have done much more than this. We have created factories adapted 
to the working of every species of raw material, whose productive ca- 
pacity is far in excess of the demands of our people. Our supply of 
manufactures is in excess of the home demand, so that we must look to 
other countries for a market for our surplus, or else we must from time 
to time arrest production until the surplus has been consumed by the 
home market. 

All of this great work has been accomplished by means of bounties 
that have been supplied to manufacturing industries by our other indus- 
tries employed in the production of raw material, such as cotton, corn, and 
wheat and the other cereals, and hay and grass and the animals fed upon 
them, mines in which the precious and the baser metals have been pro- 
duced. ‘The forests and fisheries and the earnings of vessels engaged in 
commerce have also contributed to these bounties. It is not safe to 
say, perhaps, that without these bounties the manufacturing industries 
could not have been built up into their present strength and power, 
but it is certainly true that with the aid. of these bounties they have 





risen much more rapidly and have become more diversified and h: 
attained to more enormous wealth than they could hay ve 
such assistance. 

The cost to the producers of the raw material whose prodyetj 
have furnished the actual measure of the capacity of the country f, 
the support of its inhabitants and the civilization of its people ayq y+ 
its progress in wealth and power has far exceeded all the money ;; ies 
taken to build all of these factories and to pay for all that they ja., 
expended in labor and materials. ——" 

In return for what the producers of raw material have contri}, 
to these bounties they have got but little if anything of benefit to 1),.,, 
industries. They have contributed everything and have nothing j,, ,, 
turn that counts for money or prosperity. Nature has been their \. 
ter-mother and they have been compelled to rely alone on her ¢, 

The raw materials which they furnish, such as cotton, flax. w,,, 
iron ore, and other minerals, timber or wood, to be converted into 1), 
rics, after they have sold them they purchase again at the price foy 
which they sold these productions, and, added to that, the price ,, 
their manufacture, including the pay of operatives, the wear and t 
of machinery, interest on the capital invested in the factories, jy).,, 
ance, transportation, and the bounty fixed by law in the name of py, 
tection. It does not lessen the cost of the manufactured article to 1), 
consumer whether the bounty the law compels him to pay is all take) 
by the owner of the factory or is divided between him and his opera 
tives. We are looking at the interests and the rights of the produce 
of raw materials now, and will consider the interests and rights of oper 
tives a little later. We will look at the largest and most intluent,) 
class first. They vastly outnumber all the operatives and mil|-ow ners 
and have in the aggregate vastly more property than they have. Te 
have more voting power also, and have the rights of a majority to « 
rect the legislation of a free republic. We their representatives mus; 
see to it that they are not ignored in this important measure of hounty 
yielding taxation. 

What do the producers of the raw material get to offset the bou 
they pay to the other class? 

They get a market nearer home for so much of their productions 
they are not required to consume in living. That is certainly a oo 
venience and a saving of transportation, provided the farmer lives ne. 
enough to the factory to make the market it affords available to hin 

If his means of transportation to the factory is by his own teams. « 
radius of twenty-five miles would be as far as the beneficial etiect wont! 
inure to his advantage. That is a small matter. If he has steam 
transportation to the factory he is certain to have it also to some plac 
of considerable commerce, and will not need the factory market tor |) 
own benefit. But who fixes the price of his productions in cithu 
these markets? It is not fixed by law, and must therefore be fixed! |) 
the relative extent of the demand and the supply. When he gos | 
the factory to exchange his product for farming tools, shoes, }lanket 
woolen or cotton clothing, nails, trace-chains, sugar, or molasses, s.\!! 
crockery-ware, hardware, pots, ovens, or cooking stoves, or drucs 
medicines, he must deal with a man whose minimum prices tor goo 
are fixed by law, and above that by demand and supply. WV hile th 
price of his raw material is only fixed by demand and su!) 
must buy his supplies under the protective system and pay a houn' 
for the privilege, while he must sell his raw material under the |: 
free trade, without bounty, without the assistance of a law to fix |! 
price of what he sells, and even without a voice in fixing the pri 
Just here it is well worth the time even of this august body to con 
sider the actual situation. Our tariff system has a free-trade side and 
also a protective side. It is purely free trade as to all exports, ani, 1 
this bill is passed, it will be simply a system of protection as to al! in 
ports that are not on the free-list. In this bill the plea for revenue | 
lost in the clamorous demand for bounty. 

We are the only people in the world who have denied to our Go\e:n 
ment the power to levy duties on exports. This is the construct oi 0! 
our Constitution that is almost universally conceded. I do not accept 
that theory, believing that the power is not only given express!y in (1i 
Constitution, but that it is an indispensable power in all govermuen'- 
that have the right to hold treaty and commercial relations with ot) 

wers. 

That question, however, is not up for consideration now, as we lo 
not tax any description of exports and nobody seems to think of doin. 
this. All nations can take our productions without duty, and tl: 
free trade to that extent in its simplest form. In grain, spirits. }'0 
visions, cattle, petroleum, cotton, timber, and lumber, we hay« +!) 
immense surplus which we export. We first supply the home mith" 
and then export the residue. If an export duty could be impose! on 
such articles we could compel the consumers in our own country to}. 
for them the price of the export duty added to the price for which t!) 
would sell in foreign markets. In that case the laws of the Unite! 
States would fix so much of the price in the home market as would 
equal the export duty and the laws of supply and demand would !\\ 
the other part of the price. 

That would be a protective duty that would compel the consumer to 
pay to the producer the market price of such commodities in the foreigu 
markets with the export duty added. 
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That would be a protective export tariff which would work in the 
came way exactly in favor of the producer that the present import taritl 
operates to protect the manufacturer. é‘ 

Rut we have no export tariff, and consequently no intervening law, 
wency, or power to fix the prices of our productions, whether consumed 
‘t home or sent to other countries. The prices of our exports are left 
to be regulated only by the demand and supply. A large home con- 
<umption would decrease the amount of surplus to be shipped abroad, 
ind to that extent would tend to increase prices. But prices will at last 
‘eek the common level of all the open markets in reach of our exports 
when we produce a surplus. In those markets no other law or rule has 
any eflect only the law ofdemand and supply. However else we would 
have it, the factis that, as to us, and as to Europe, Asia, Africa, South 
\merica, India, China, Japan, Mexico, Australia, and Canada, London 
or Liverpool is the great mart of commerce; the clearing-house of the 
world. The exported surplus of the nations of the earth is valued by 
iiritish merchants, and these prices fix those of the home markets in all 
ountries Where they are not fixed by home laws. 

\ rise or fall in England of a penny or a farthing per pound in the 
price of anything we export produces the same rise and tall of the entire 
crop OF production here, if there is no law here to fix the price. 

To illustrate, a farthing per pound decline in cotton or a shilling a 


quarter in grain in England compels a decline here to a corresponding | 


figure in the home prices; while a decline in England of a cent per yard 
or pound in cotton goods would only effect the price of the surplus of 
the same article we may have for exportation in all cases where we have 
fixed the import duty at a specific sum. Ourmarket would be held up 


hy the specitic duty to the cost of production in England or on the con- | 


tinent, with the import duty added, until it was fully supplied, and 
then the surplus would depend for its price on the law of demand and 
supply; and the price as to that would be settled in foreign countries 
and not in the United States. 

How can it be possible that the whole people of the United States 
can have a just, equal, and permanent prosperity when the value of 
the productions of 40,000,000 of them is fixed in foreign markets by 
the laws of demand and supply, and the value of the productions of 
10,000,000 of them is fixed in the United States by laws enacted by 
Congress. 

If the cost of producing any article of common necessity in England 
is $l.and we add a bounty of $1 as a specilic duty to any American 
who will make it here, the price will be 2 for that article in this coun- 
try until our necessities are fully supplied. If more of that article is 
produced than our necessities compel us to buy, the surplus will remain 


here to be sold at a reduced price or it will be shipped to some foreign | 


warket. Why should there be a surplus under such circumstances? 
Will there be asurplus? Unless the manufacturers should make a mis- 
calculation as to the quantity required to supply the home demand, 
how else could there reasonably be a surplus? 

There is sometimes such a surplus, but what becomes of it? If itis 
shipped to a cheaper market where there is a demand for it, this is done 
only because the owner can not afford to hold it; and he prefers to 
pocket the loss that his mistake in overproduction has caused him to 
make, and profit in future by his costly experience. He has, however, 
another resource, to which he commonly resorts, that is far more advan- 
tageous to him, but it is ruinous to the welfare and even to the peace 
of the country: which is to shut up his factory, or run it on shortened 
time or reduced expense for wages, and wait until the necessities of 
the people force them again into the market as buyers. 

Inone way oranother, and sooner or later, he gets his $2 for the article, 
$1 of which is cost and $1 is bounty. Statesmen can not afford to argue 
or act upon the argument that men will not demand and ultimately take 
the full measure of the advantages secured to them by the laws. If 
the law gives them the power to make $1 clear profit on an article of 
manufacture that it costs them $i to produce, they will do it. Itis no 
answer to this vicious method of giving subsidies that the eagerness of 
men to grasp the bounty will create competition and thereby reduce 
the price. It mayor it may not so happen. The vice of such legisla- 
tion rests in the opportunity it gives to men to oppress others,.and this 
vice is not cured if the fact should turn out to be that the actual oppres- 
sion was less than ought reasonably to have been expected under such 
legislation. Why should we offersuch temptations tothe powerof money; 


ists who by great talents and daring have been able to heap up treasures 
of vast amount; to the power of money in the hands of corporations 
that are rapidly reinaugurating all the evils of entailments and of rights 
in perpetuity, with all the dangerous accessories of the old feudal sys- 
tem? In how many cases it has occurred I can not tell (perhaps no one 
man knows in how many cases), but that it has occurred no man can 
deny, that immense mills, in which thousands of people were employed, 
have been leased by capitalists in the United States and shut up for 
the purpose of keeping down the competition that the advocates of sub- 
sidy, misealled protection, tell us must result from the bounties they 


give to manufacturers. In the hands of corporations this power of 


combination is practically without limit. It has pooled the earnings 
of radlroads in order that the stronger should support the weaker, so 
«80 deprive the people of all advantage from competition. It has cut 
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| attention to the care and caution with which wi 
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down rates to destroy the competition of rival lines of railroads, and 
has starved the employes ot railroads to save dividends to stock holders, 
and then caused them to be shot down if they, following the evil ex 
ample, also combined to prevent others from depriv ing them of their 


monopoly in winning bread. This power of combination ot capital has 
raised the price of sugar 2 


2 cents on the pound on the Pacitic coast. It 
now shuts out the people from their right to enjoy “the progress ot 
science and useful arts,’’ under the protection given in the Constitution 
to inventors, by buying up inventions in telegraphy and in processes 
of making steel and in processes for making wire for fences and in proc- 
esses for extracting phosphorus from iron All this is done to keep 
down competition and to enable the manufacturers togather enormous 
bounties under the tarit® by ke« ping up prices to the cost of produe- 
tion, with the full rate of the duty added. Instead of competition 
placing a limit on their gains secured to them by tarit? laws. they 
the power of associated capital to destroy competition. And they do 
it. However we may theorize as to this matter, the tact is that when 
we put the home market in the control of any class throueh subsidies 
or bounties fixed by law they will find a way, in spite of competit 
to realize all that you grant to them 

We may flatter ordeceive ourselves with pet aphorisms such as “high 
duties make low prices,’’ and attempt to prove them by asserting that 
high duties increase competition, but the common sens 
rejects such absurdities and quotes the facts to refute them 
developed in every man’s daily experience 

I recall attention to the fact that we are the only nation in the world 
that denies to itself the power to protect its producers by 
on our productions. 

We are the only country that compels its producers of raw 
to accept at home the prices that were tixed abroad upon every | 
all else that we produce in excess of home consumption. We are thi 
only Government which compels 40,000,000 of its people to sell the 
fruits of their toil in unprotected markets abroad, and to purchase what 
the other 10,000,000 make in a protected market at home. While we 
compel our producers of raw materials to accept tree trade in the sale 
of their productions, we give bounties to those who manufaeture such 
material and compel the producers to buy trom them 


use 


lon, 


} 
mankind 


that are 
Lex port tas 


crop and 


I have reterred to this curious inequality in our constitutional powers 
of taxation (if it really exists as almost everybody say 


Sif does to di iV 


hould proceed in lay 
ing the burdens of taxation upon the shoulders of those whom we have 


no constitutional power to protect l estimate them as four-tifths of 
our population. They, with their families, employes, and dependents 
their assistants in the workshops, in commerce by land and sea, in the 
educating and ministering classes, and in the consumers of their food 
at their own boards, are tull 40,000,000. In common justice, in the 
sentiment of mere humanity, to say nothing of our duty to those whose 
voting power might certainly demand justice for themselves, whos« 
military power is the true defense of the nation, whose moral power is 
the ever-present disinfectant of corruption in society and government 
we should see to it that no unnecessary burdens are laid upon them 
When we see that the only help we can give them isa mere mitigation 
of the burdens of taxation, and that we can not protect them by laying 
burdens on others to increase the gains or profits of their industries, 
the solemn duty of the just legislator compels him to look carefully into 
their condition, and lay upon them as lightly as possible the tyrannical 
hand of taxation. Forced loans, impressments, unequal exactions upon 
some and bounties to others, are not hinted at as being within those 
**just powers of government’ that ‘‘are derived trom the consent of the 
governed.’’ The consent of the burden-bearers is not to be presumed in 
favor of unjust exactions upon them 

That all classes and all interests should beara just part of the burden 
of taxation none will deny. That a large part, if not all the revenu 
to be derived from taxation should be raised by means of duties on im 
ports few will question. That such duties must yield proteetion and 
bounty to the articles on which they are laid, if they are produced o1 
manufactured here, is inevitable, and none are found to regret it. ‘That 
in the selection of dutiable articles we should prefer those that we can 
manufacture here, so as to afford them protection, seems to be almost 
universally conceded. But when we come to the next stepin the enu 


| meration of our powers, rights, and duties, we find the minds of ov 
to the power of money in the hands of combined and associated capital- | 


legislators aroused with angry dissensions 

The selfishness of personal or local interest comes in and demands 
that the amount of the duty to be laid on the selected article shall be 
sufficient to pay him a bounty for his industry in manafactures by 
which he can expel all similar foreign productions from the country 

And the reply that, if this is done, the article selected for taxation 
will yield no revenue to the Government, is no answer to him and doe 
not check his demand for subsidy. 

Here is where we separate into parties on this question, the Re 
publicans demanding a subsidy for the American manufacture which 
will keep it in a prosperous state, although the tax that yields the sub 
sidy shall yield norevenne; the Democrats, on the other hand, demand 


a rate of taxation that will yield a just proportion of revenue as com- 


pared with all other articles, and according to that rate will yield a just 
rate of protecfion to the American manufacture. 
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The distinguishing lines of division between the two partiesthat are 
most obvious and important occur on that part of the subject which 
relates to prohibitory duties. 

The Democrats contend that the sole constitutional purpose of grant- 
ing to Congress the power to tax commerce was to raise revenue, and a 
tax that is so high as to prevent revenue from being raised under it, in- 
stead of executing the constitutional power, defeats it. The power of 
Congress being limited only by its discretion as to the amount of duty 
that may be fixed, a prohibitory tax may not be void for the excess of 
the burden, but it is wrong and immoral as a willful abuse of power. 
In no constitutional sense was the power of taxation given to Congress 
for any other purpose than to raise revenue, and a tariff that prohibits 
revenue must be without constitutional warrant. A tariff that sacri- 
tices revenue for the purpose of depressing an American industry would 
be unpatriotic, unjust, and violative of the intent and spirit of the Con- 
stitution, such as prohibitory duty on tin or tinned metal to prevent the 
export of fruits, &c., in tinned cans. So a tariff laid for the purpose of 
building up any American industry at the expense of another American 
industry and at the expense of revenue would be unjust, and equally 
violative of the spirit of the Constitution. 

Yet it is impossible to levy any tax on imports that will not tosome 
extent produce this effect of encouraging one industry and depressing 
another. <A tariff that brings revenue, if levied on articles grown or 
manufactured in the United States must necessarily expose such pro- 
ductions to a degree of rivalry and competition with those of foreign 
production. If competition is prohibited revenue is impossible. The 
intent of the Constitution in permitting Congress to resort to this in- 
direct method of taxation isasmuch to secure the fair and equal benetits 
of this competition to the consumer in the modification of the cost of 
the article on which he is to pay the tax as it is to give encouragement 
to American productions. If this right is taken from the consumer, 
and instead of it a bounty or monopoly is given to the producer, the 
equity of the system is destroyed. 

\ just tariff invites the consumer to pay taxes by using foreign pro- 
ductions at a cost rate that is consistent with his ability and duty of 
contributing to the support of the Government; while an unjust tariff, 
that raises the cost of what his tastes or necessities compel him to buy 
above the rate which is the just measure of his duty to support the 
Government, forces from him a contribution no part of which goes to 
the Government, but only as a bounty or subsidy to a favored class or 
a favored industry. 

This is not constitutional legislation in the sense of a proper and 
faithful discharge of duty by Congress toall people alike. I have never 
supposed that any tariff could be levied with absolute justice to all the 
people of the United States, but I do believe that all gross injustice can 
be avoided. Instead of avoiding gross injustice, we purposely inflict it 
in the existing law, and even more conspicuously in this bill. Is it 
impossible that American statemanship can devise a tariff law on a basis 
of principle which will be a reasonable approximation to justice to the 
people of all clases? Are we not equal to thas duty ? 

We know the amount of all our productions, of all our consump- 
tion, of all our exports and imports, and their value. We know the 
sum of money that is needed for the support of the Government each 
vear. With these data will it be said that we can not ascertain the 
wd valorem rate of duty on our imports that will yield the desired 
amount of revenue? Or will it be said that we can not state the ad 
valorem rate of the specific of duty we should impose if we must have 
specific instead of ad valorem duties? 

When such a rate of duty is thus fixed let that be the guide in tax- 
ing each article selected for taxation, and if there are special reasons 
why a special industry requires a higher or lower rate of duty let that 
be the subject of a special provision, or, what would be better, of a sep- 
arate law. 

A tariff constructed on this basis would be a tariff for revenue, and 
if the word ‘‘only,’? which has been so weighty in party politics, were 
added to this definition, it would neither enlarge nor restrict its sig- 
nification. 

A tariff levied in this way and ona basis of principle would command 
the respect of the American people, and they would when occasion re- 
quired willingly consent to change the rate in favor ofan industry that 
needed greater help, or in favor of laborers who were struggling with ad- 
versities, or in favor of infant industries which were not in fact perish- 
ing from senility, but instead starving for the wantof nourishing udders, 

How feartully this bill contrasts with the just plan of a uniform rate 
of duty and how little hold it has in the public contidence is at once 
a source of public mortification and alarm. This bill has no principle 
that is common to all its provisions except that protection must be 
given to the favored interests whether they pay anything to the reve- 
nues or not. If protection is given, that is enough; if no: revenue is 
received, it is no matter. The purpose of the bill is to deprive the 
consumer of all benefit of competition in prices with articles of foreign 
production. This .is boldly avowed. 

If prices of manufactures decline in foreign markets and drag down 
with them the prices of all the productions of raw material exported 
from the United States, this proposed tariff law will still hold up the 
prices of our protected aamvedebanes against all foreign competition to 
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the extent of the duty added to the cost of production where { 
is specific. It is a decree that the home prices shall not sink below t} 
foreign price added to a duty of so many cents per yard or pound ri 
whatever the measure is that is applied to the article imported H x 
tility to all competition is the real sentiment of this bounty bil]. y. hich 
its authors know will be destroyed when foreign competition jx > 
out. They claim the right to monopolize the home market. 1). 
call it control; it is in fact monopoly: If by reason of home competi 
tion prices sink to the point of actual competition with foreign mayy. 
factures, they still have the advantage of the duty, and if that js «, 
cific they can make the market price here in spite of the competit = 
Their further resource is to shorten production until prices are pees, 
ered, or to lower their prices until the period of depression is 
and then resume when the foreigners leave the field. 

To gain the approval of the people to this process by which they », 
robbed the protectionists proclaim their hostility to foreign conip. 
tion for the sake of American independence and for the sake of 1}, 
dignity and comfort of American labor. Thus patriotism and clay: 
are made to cover with their mantles the arm of robbery and the hay 
of stealth. Suppose it could be provided by law, as it is in our yay; 
gation laws, that the factories entitled to the protection of the Amey 
can Government should be owned and operated only and entirely } 
American citizens, how many of them would have to haul down ij}, 
imaginary bunting which flaunts the false motto at the head of thei; 
speeches, ‘‘Americans must make the goods of America.”’ Suppos 
that we could possibly enact into a law the demand of the labor unions 
for an import license tax on skilled laborers who come from abroad, ay) 
declare that none but permanent American citizens should enjoy ¢} 
advantages of American protection, what would the charity-lovin: 
American manufacturers do for pauper labor to work their mills wie) 
the high-priced American operatives had waxed fat with accumulated 
reserves in the treasuries of the labor unions and refused to work exevp) 
at their own prices? If Congress could cut off the philanthropic Ame: 
ican manufacturers from the chance of employing European pauy 
labor to come over the sea and work their mills whenever they could 
make a profit by so doing, we should develop a marvel of earnest ani 
eloquent protestation and argument against the destruction of thei 
favorite doctrine of free trade in labor. They demand with bold, w 
blushing audacity that they shall have free trade in labor in order to 
keep down the price of labor with the aid of foreign competition, ani 
free trade in raw material and provisions in order to keep down th 
price of feeding laborers by aid of the competition of foreign markets; and 
with equal audacity they demand high protective duties to keep dow 
foreign competition as to their manufactures, so that prices shall be kep: 
up. There never was so mere a sham that has received such decorous 
and dignified support and such unchecked currency among thinkin 
men as the pretense that protection is needed for our manutactur 
in order to secure American labor against competition with the pany 
labor of Europe. 

Nothing is more under the control of the prices in the markets « 
more under the influence of the laws of supply and demand than hn 
man labor. 

These laws by which labor is thus commanded and controlled app!) 
to all classes, grades, conditions, and qualities of people in every civil 
ized country. Ten vacant pulpits in New York will draw fifty app! 
cations for places from eminent clergymen. The death of ten leading 
doctors or lawyers in Washington would cause fifty lawyers and doctors 
to come hereseeking to fill their places. The death of a hundred Treas 
ury clerks, by the sinking of a boat on a summer excursion, would bring 
five hundred applicants for the places, some from Oregon, some {rom 
Maine, some from Florida, and possibly some from Ohio or l’ennsy! 
vania. They would come to earn wages, just as men go to the marshes 
of tropical Panama to build canals and railroads, to Leadville and Vin 
ginia City to work the mines, to Mexico to build railroads, to the frozen 
seas to fish for seals and whales, to the South to pick cotton, and to th: 
West to gather the harvests, all for better wages and more to live upon 
Labor will not be pauperized while remunerative fields are in reach 
Free trade in labor is universal, except between China and the United 
States and China and Australia, and it explores the whole world io 
remunerative employment. : 

If it were true that labor in the United States is paid better wages 
than in Europe, and that the condition of the laborer here is one of inde 
pendence, comfort, and prosperity, while it is enslaved, degraded, and 
pauperized in Europe, it would seek this country with as unerring in 
stinct as the wild fowl seeks the countries where nature has provided 
for them supplies of food. 

More than this, as their skill is not pauperized along witli their 
bodies, the manufacturers who want them for their skill would seck 
them ont and bring them here and would soon restore their famishe 
bodies with our cheap food in our unprotected granaries. This is the 
only land where free-trade food and free-trade labor can meet on an 
equal footing and to mutual advantage, and they will meet wheneve! 
labor wants better and cheaper food than it can get elsewhere. It !s 
only nine days’ journey to Europe, and steerage passage is only $30. In 
a month’s time the manufacturer can get back the advance he may make 
to the pauper laborer for passage-money out of his labor and skill. ‘The 
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laborer can be secured for a year or two or three, under contract, by 
hich a part of his pay is kept back as security for his serving out the 
fulltime. | ‘ im ; 
With such facilities to secure skilled labor at low prices it will require 
an immense strain on his national pride and patriotism, and on his at- 


fection for the American high-fed and well-clad laborer to prevent the | 


manutacturer from taking the European pauper under the secure and 
henign protection of a high American tariff. Do these pretenders sup- 
pose that the American tax-payers will accept such folly as this asa sut- 
feient excuse for laws that cause them to pay hundreds of millions in 
hountics annually to enrich them? What excuse remains, then, forthe 
palpable inequalities of the burdens of taxation in this bill? 

sir, | apply these principles to Southern as wellas to Northern indus- 
tries. If they are true in the South they are true all over the country. 
sugar isan article that bears an unjust share of the tax burden to the 
disadvantage of the whole country, and if that facet does increase the 
vains of a most worthy class of Southern producers and manutacturers 
they should not claim it at the expense of principle. I will vote them 
a subsidy, as such, if they need it, and the public would profit by it, 
rather than abuse the taxing power to give them aid. 


] 


The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr. ANTHONY in the chair). The 
question is on the amendment proposed by the Senator from Rhode Island 


| Mr. ALDRICH] to the amendment proposed by the Senator from Ver- 
mont [Mr. MORRILL]. 

Mr. JONAS. Mr. President, before the Senate proceeds to vote upon 
the sugar schedule proposed by the Finance Committee, I desire to say 
afew words in behalf of nearly half a million of my constituents. 

Mr. SAULSBURY. TheSeuator from Louisiana represents the great 
sugar interest of this country. He is more interested than anybody 
else in the Senate. I think it is fair to him, and fair to his constitu- 
ents that he should not be forced to deliver his areument on the 
ject at this late hour of the night, when everybody is exhausted. I 
therefore move that the Senate do now adjourn. 

Mr. MORRILL. I hope the Senator will not make that motion 
We have only passed the proviso to the last schedule to-day: 
we get through with the next schedule I shall be unwilling to adjourn 

Mr. SAULSBURY. We have been in session now nine hours 
some of us attended committee meetings at 10 o'clock. 
the Senator from Louisiana is quite unwell 


1 unde 


It is unihir to him, 


Apes repre- 
senting a district of country in which the sugar interest isa large and 
controling interest, to force him to speak at this hour of the night 

The PRESIDING OFFICER (at7 o'clock and 40 minutes p.m It 


is moved that the Senate adjourn. 

Mr. MORRILL called for the yeas and nays. 

The yeas and nays were ordered, and the Principal Levislatiy 
proceeded to call the roll. 

Mr. FRYE (when his name was called). I am paired to-day with 
some Senator, I do not feel certain with whom; I think though it was 
the Senator from Ohio [Mr. PENDLETON]. I have been voting steadily 
all day, forgetting entirely the pair; but I see the Senator from Ohio is 
here. 

Mr. PENDLETON. Go on with your speech. 

Mr. FRYE. There has been no vote, however, which would have 
heen affected if the pair had been maintained. 
deed, it should have so happened. 
pair with the Senator from Ohio. 
continue ? 

Mr. PENDLETON. 

Mr. FRYE. 
positively whom. I do not vote yet. 

Mr. PENDLETON. It was I, and I will confer with you about it. 

Mr. HOAR (when Mr. HAmpron’s name was called). 
from South Carolina [Mr. HAMPTON] asked me to pair with him on a 
certain particular vote which he anticipated on the sugar question. 
He did not say anything about pairing on any general matter like that 


> Clerk 


I ain very sorry, in- 
I was just going to announce my 


We will confer about it. 


of adjournment, but I will withhold my vote, unless my vote should | 


he required to make a quorum. 
Mr. HARRIS (when his name was called). 
Senator from Michigan [Mr. FERRY] upon all political questions. 1 


have just come in and I do not know whether the Senate is dividing 


that way or not. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The motion is to adjourn. 
Mr. HARRIS. I withhold my vote for the present. 
Mr. MCMILLAN (when his name was called). 


ae 


‘itute a quorum. I therefore vote ‘‘nay.”’ 
Mr. MORGAN (when his name was called). 
“enator from New York [Mr. LArnam]. 
Che roll-call was concluded. 
Mr. HOAR. I vote to make a quorum. 
The result was announced—yeas 14, nays 26; as follows. 


YEAS—14. 
Barrow, Garland, Maxey, Vest, 
call, rge, ——_ Walker. 
‘oke, Jones of Florida, ulsbury, 
Parley, McPherson, Vance, 
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sub- | 


and until | 


i nad } 
rstand | 


Does the Senator want the pair to 
. . | 
I was paired with somebody, and I do not remember | 


The Senator 


Iam paired with the | 


. I am paired with the | 
Senator from North Carolina [Mr. RANsoM] upon all questions except 
the question of adjournment or when my vote shall benecessary to con- | ] 


Tam paired with the 











NAYS — 

| Aldrich, Cockrell liawle Miller of N.Y 

| Allison, Conger, lioa M 
Anthony, Dawes Ingalls Platt 
Bayard Edmunds Logan Rollins, 
Beck, G MeDill Sherman 
Blair, Groome MeMilla 
Chilcott, Harris Miller of ¢ 

ABSEN'I t 

Brown Jones of Ne Ransom 
Butler, Rellogy Saunders, 
Cainden, Lamar Sawyer, 
Cameron of Pa Lapha Sewell, 
Cameron of Wis., Maho Slater, 
Davis of I11., Vitche] Van Wyck 
Davis of W. Va., Morgan Voorhees, 
Pair, Pendlet Williams 
Ferry, Plumb Windom 


So the Senate refused to ad 


Mr. JONAS. Mr. President. I at 


hh Very mike oblived to the Senator 
from Delaware [ Mr. SAULSBURY ] for the courtesy wl ch prompted him 
to make the motion 1 had no hope of its success L did not suppose 
it would be granted in courtesy to myself, or that an interest praying 
p00, 000,000 of duty would be given any time for consideration, not even 
| the time accorded to glass, which occupied, 1 think, two or three days 
| and the schedule of wood oceupied two davs, and th nn 
and other metals has occupied the Senate tora wei 
Mr. President, before the Senate proce ds to vot } » tin rersar 
schedules proposed by the Finance Committee, I desire to a ter 
| words in behalf of nearly half a million of my constituent 
| engaged in or dependent for a living upon the cultivation ot 
| apologize to the majority of the Committee on Finance, 1 rare " 
anxious to drive this measure through, tor delaving even fora few mo 
ments the passage of their bill, which proposes to reduce taxation t 
|} usual manner by tempering the burden to the manutheturet da] i 
|} it upon the producer of raw material 
I do not believe that it is the desire of the Finance Committee or the 
intention of the majority of the Senate to reduce the tariff on manu 
| factured articles below the recommendations of the Tariff Commission 
In many cases I believe they have recommended an increase over those 
|} rates or have permitted the passage of amendments making such in 
erease 
We were told bwthe ch in of the Finance Committee and h 
| leading associate [ Mr. Si LAN hat wis the desire of their com 
mittee to conform as nearly as possible to the recommendations of the 
| commission. They have both eul d the energy, abilitv, and hon 


| esty displayed by the commission, and have frequently: reterred to the 


| evidence taken betore them to sustain such of their recommendations 
as are embodied in the bill now before us , 


SO lal s the sugar schedules are concerned 


But, Mr. President, littl 
or noattention has been puid to the recommendations of the commission 

The evidence taken by them on thi 
Finance Committee, with¢ 


+ subject goes for naught, and the 
ial 


it new evidence, without calling representa 

tives of this interest before them, have substituted their knowledge 
Heaven knows whence derived) tor that of the commission, and hav 
| largely reduced the already largely reduced schedules whieh they re 


| ported. 

| I will not say that they have done this because sugar culture is a 
Southern interest, the North and 
| West, and promises in those sections a largely increased annual pro 
| duction, but I fear that it has been stricken down and singled out for 
sacrifice because it an agricultural interest, and such interests re 
ceive but little consideration when tariffS are framed with so-called 
protection to American labor as their object rather than as an incident 


as sugar is now raised throughout 


1S 


Che statement of Mr. Goodwin, of Connecticut, was read here the 
| other day at the request of the Senator from Alabama [ Mr. MorGAN 
He was, I believe, the only farmer (except two or three sugar plant 


who appeared betore the commission. He says very truly 


About three-fifths of our people are engaged in agriculture, one-fifth in trade 


} and commerce, and one-fifth in manufacturing, and there must b« mething 
| rotten in Denmark” with its government, inspired and contr lL by one-fifth 
of its people. 

This one-fifth is now as always controlling the legislation of Con 
| 

gress. It has shaped and is urging the passage of this bill It con 


| trolled the deliberations and recommendations of the Tariff Commission, 
and it has left its representatives on that comm 
| Capitol to watch that its behests are heeded 
In the disenssion of every schedule and every amendment 
terests of the manufacturers are advanced and the claims of Amer‘can 
abor brought to our attention as if this Government was established 
alone for the protection of manufacturing interests and as though the 
| workmen and laborers engaged in manufacturing were the only laborer 
| in America whose interests were worthy of consideration 
The Tariff Commission went through the country taking the testi 
| mony of manufacture? Occasionally they gave hearing to an importer 
| or dealer: but they paid no attention to and asked not for the opinions 
| of the millions who follow the plow and cultivate the soil and who pro 
duce by their labor the enormous crops which constitute the real wealth 
and exports of this country. These are regarded as mere consumers, 
and as such not entitled to protection and to but little consideration. 


sion on guard at th 
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Thanks to the boundless fertility of our soil they can compete success- 
fully with the serf and pauper labor of Europe in the cultivation of 
wheat and corn and with the slave and cooly labor of India and Egypt 
in the cultivation of cotton. They export largely and should have a 
surplus of profit. This they are not permitted to spend in the cheapest 
markets of the world for the articles which they require, but they are 
compelled by our tariff laws to make a contribution of it to the support 
of ‘‘ American labor’’—not the labor of the field, but that of the fur- 
nace, loom, and machine-shop. 

Sugar planting is purely an agricultural occupation. Every man 
making sugar cultivates the cane, and labor in the field consumes fully 
nine months of every year. 

It is no monopoly; it is open to every farmer, largeand small. There 
are nearly 1,200 sugar-planters in Louisiana, In that State sugar cul- 
tivation employs over $90,000,000 of capital, and is the exclusive sup- 
port of about 400,000 people. 

In this connection I beg leave to read some extracts from a pamphlet 
issued by the committee representing Louisiana sugar-planters, who 
recently visited the Capitol. 

They state the facts forcibly which I desire to bring to the attention 
of the Senate. This committee say: 


Sugar is the chief production of the State of Louisiana. Over one-half of its 
capital is employed therein, and over one-half of its people are engaged in it and 
are supported by it. Ltemploys over ninety millions of capital, and is the almost 
exclusive support of 400,000 people. _ 

In 1860 Louisiana soodusel half the sugar consumed in the United States, The 
war crushed the industry practically out of existence, and in 1864 bat 5,000 tons 
were produced. The plantations were destroyed, the sugar-houses were burned, 
the levees were gone, the labor system was changed from slave to free, and 
financial ruin was general, Across the Gulf, Cuba was producing the chief sup- 
ply for the American market—we, in fact, taking about 9) per cent. of all she 
produces 

Stimulated by the duty of 3 cents placed upon low grades of sugars, Louisiana, 
in 1864, began anew the production of sugar with free labor, This reorganization 
of our industry was supremely difficult, Its peculiar perplexity, the enormous 
amount of human labor involved in it, and the systematic and prompt work de- 
manded of it, made success at times seem almost impossible, but it was accom- 
plished, and evidences of prosperity again became visible. The crop rose from 
5.000 tons in 1864 to 9,000 In 1865, 20,000 in 1856, and 75,000 in 1870. New sugar- 
houses and other plantation buildings were erected, the cultivation was extended 
and made more thorough, the demand for mules, implements, and machinery 
was largely increased, and a season of prosperity began to dawn upon us. 

In IS70 the duties on the lower grades of sugar were reduced to an average of 
‘eents per pound, ¢. ¢., not above No. 7 to 1} cents, not above No. 10 to 2 cents, 
not above No. 13 to 2} cents, Louisiana interests were not respected, no voice 
was lifted to defend them, and they were ruthlessly sacrificed. This reduction 
of Leent per pound was more than our industry on the free-labor basis could 
bear, and there followed, in consequence, a series of disasters. The crop of 
75.000 tons in L870 fell to 64,000 tons in 1871, to 54,000 tons in 1872, and to 45,000tons in 
1873. During the years 1871, 1872, and 1873 two-thirds of the sugar-commission 
houses in New Orleans became bankrupt, and the value of plantation property 
fell one-half. The ownership of plantation property and commercial relations 
therewith injured commercial credit,and general financial ruin seemed imminent. 

Louisiana sugars were produced with free labor at good wages, and could not 
compete suecessfully with the slave-grown sugars of Cuba, and the slave, cooly, 
Chinese and peon labor of the tropics, without fair protection against the same. 
Phe results of the war were accepted without a murmur, the old laborers were 
employed as freedmen at the highest wages paid anywhere foragricultural work, 
when, in 870, came this crushing blow, a reduction of 1 cent per pound in the 
duties on sugar and all the resulting disasters just named. The freedman of 
Louisiana found his greatest enemy in the slave across the Gulf, and the freed- 
man’s industry was perishing. 

Phe duties on all sugars above No, 13 have been practically prohibitory since 
Is70. The value of Louisiana sugars has been fixed since then by the cost of 
foreyzn sugars of the same strength, regardless of color. In 1875 Congress ad- 
vanced the duties on sugar 25per cent, Above No. 13 the duties continued prac- 
tically prohibitory. Below No. 13 the duties now stood at 2,4, for not above No. 
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| will make a total of not exceeding $100 per year. Undertheir present Jaws) 


and the danger from the former will be reduced toa minimum by the j:, r 
capital and mers bey come of facilities in the industry. We would 19) 
positive statement that there is not a leading crop produced in the United s oa 
that averages greater certainty of a fair crop, so far as quantity is con, — ” 
aah sugar crop. The short grain crops in the West in 1881 sustain t))\. — 
ene ate 
In considering the sugar industry of Louisiana, the most important fact 
therein will be found to be human labor. ice 
There is no other crop, and scarcely any other leading article in the .«, 
of which the value of the finished produce includes so great a propor 
human labor. 
The crop of the season just ending will bring about $25,000,000. Of this 4)... 
70 per cent., or some seventeen millions, has been spent for human labor aij \.;) 
chief support of about 400,000 people. The supplies that these seventeen y)\\) ,.,. 
paid for come almost entirely from the other States, and thus contri! or 
to the support of two or three hundred thousand more people. The gravity 
the case is thus seen. Destroy us by ceasing to protect us against slave, 
other low-grade labor, and you will peril the subsistence, stop the pri Tess Ana 
endanger the support of some 700,000 people. = 
We believe weare fairly entitled to protection against the slave, cooly. (yj;)... 
peon, and other degraded labor of Cuba and the tropics. We employ chu 
the freedmen of Louisiana, most of whom have returned to their old hor... 
Their children are growing up and, contrary to general belief, are ge. 
making good workers. The intelligence of the race is increasing, schoo), 
being established, better clothing is worn, and better food is consumed 
civilization of the race is rapidly rising. This is because of their large and. 
tain pay in the sugar industry. Cripple that industry, and you will destroy :), 
most active agent now at work in the South in bettering the condition of t))).,, 
ored race. 
The Cuban planter, as a rule, pays for the Chinese labor he controls $4 ).» 
month or $48 per year, and the estimated cost of feeding the Chinaman oy 
and jerked beef is 10 cents per day or $36 per year. Other incidental! ex). 
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pay theirslave laborers the same. In Jamaica, Santa Cruz, Barbadoes, aid 1), 
other West India Islands, the standard wages for free laborers is 25 cents per 
In Demerara where cooly labor is largely employed, the usual cost is a hoy) 
cents per dayand rations. As against all these the standard wages in Louis 4, 
for first-class field laborers is from 85 cents to $1.25 perday; for second class 
Scents; for special work such as ditching, building levees, &c., $1.25 to $1.50 
sugar-house work, $1.25 to $2.50, and extra for night work ; and there is furnis}e 
the laborer a comfortable house, garden, and firewood. During the harvest.» 
son, which continues about ten weeks orseventy days, the laborer may at his. 
tion earn 50to75 cents for working halfthenight. Thereis always plenty of wor! 


| todo,and hisemploymentisconstant. Forty-two weeks of ordinary labor, equs 


to two hundred and fifty-two days or $252; ten weeks harvest season, or seve! 
days, is $70, and seventy half nights, at his option, at 65 cents is M5, or a total « 
$567 that the unskilled laborer may earn, and thousands of them do it, and 1) 
is over three and one-half times the cost of the same laborin Cuba. Mecha 

and other skilled laborers are paid much higher rates. 

The Louisiana crop of sugar averages about fully fair, and has sold during |} 
season for about 5} cents. This has been an exceptionally favorable seas.) i 
some profit has been made at this figure; but during the past five years the o- 
of its production has averaged fully 5} cents. A careful analysis of our expe 
develops the fact that the cost of production is composed of 70 per cent. jiu) 
labor and 30 per cent. supplies, such as feed, oil, coal, tools, implement ) 
machinery. With the average cost of production of 5} cents, 70 per cent. theres: 
would show 3.85 cents per pound invested in human labor, and, as we bay 





| shown before, our free labor costs us three and a half times as much as the slaves 


2) for not above No. 10, and 2}j for not above No. 13, being an average of 2} | 


cents, and an advance of | cent over the law of 1870. Under the law of 1875 the 
Government is now collecting an average of about 2.48 cents per pound on all 
sugars imported, and Louisiana sugars of all grades have brought and are now 
bringing just 2) cents per pound more than Cuban sugars of corresponding 
strength, in bond, in New York, and present quotations show exactly that rela- 
tion on all grades 
on the lower grades, and hence our vital interest therein. 

The destructive effect on the Louisiana sugar industry resulting from the av- 
erage reduction of 1 cent on all sugars not above No. 13 by the law of 1870 was 
stopped by the law of 1875, which advanced the average rate } cent, and a new 
development was established, the crop reaching 110,000 tons in 1880, and about 
125,000 tons in Le. 

And I suppose the crop of this year not yet reported will be. fully 
one-third larger. 

This has, however, been disappointing. The domestic sugar industry was one 
in which Americans formerly took great pride. The value of foreign sugars con- 
sumed in the United States reaching about one hundred millions of dollars, Lou- 
isiana was expected by its production to retain that treasure within our borders, 
and by the sale of its produce to the other States, and by the purchase from them 
of equivalent supplies, to develop an interstate trade of two hundred millions of 
dollars, 

All this can yet be accomplished, and wise legislation will hasten that result. 
We are not now protected by the existing duties to the extent of the cost of our 
free American labor over that of the low forms of labor used in the tropics. 

By American energy, American invention,and American machinery, we hope 
to overcome this disadvan , if the duties be not reduced. The frequent agi- 
tation of the sugar tariff and the resulting insecurity of the capital invested in 
sugar Semper have prevented that development of our industry that we might 
fairly have expected. We have millions of acres of land, the most fertile in the 
world, and peculiarly adapted to the production of This delta of the 


We have therefore no protection except such as is given us | 


other labor of Cuba and the tropies, the Cuban would pay but two-severth 
this 3.85 cents per pound expended in human labor, and five-seventhis of i 
2} cents per pound, is the excess we pay, as compared with their slave and ~ 
slave labor, Thegovernmentis now collecting a shade under 2} cents on |! 
eign sugars imported, and hence we now get less protection by one-fourt! 
pound than the excess of the cost of our free American labor over the co 
slave and semi-slave laborof Cubaand the tropics. The report of the ia 
mission recommends a schedule of duties on sugarthat will average but 

per pound, placing usthen ata disadvantage of one-fourth cent per pound 
pared with those using slave labor; and we therefore protest against any | 
reduction. The Senate bill, beginning at 1} cents, would give but 2 « 
pound average duties, and would be the equivalent of the law of I-70 
which we experienced such great disaster. The history of tariff legis|u' 
sugar before the war shows that at no time, except under the operation « 
Robert J. Walker tariff, has the duty on sugar been as low as now. 

The general good of the whole country demands that careful conside: 
should be given to the bearing that the sugar industry of Louisiana ha- 
the other States of the Union. Those engaged in the production of sug: 
are engaged therein to the almost entire exclusion ofall other crops, exper: 
having shown this to be the most successful course to follow, the lands hein, 
adapted to other culture. Therefore, all supplies of every kind used in |! 
dustry come from the otherStates. Allof the flour, meal, corn, oats, meats, tr 
ture, dry goods, clothing, boots and shoes, horses, mules, machinery, inp: 
ments, tools, oils, belting, hardware, wooden-ware, and coal, come from | 
other States; and the entire country seeks Louisiana as a market. 

In the year now ending this trade, withthe other States based upon our su, 
crop, will amount to $50,000,000, the sale of our crop of sugar and molusse-' 
them, twenty-five millions, and our purchase from them of that quantity of =.) 
plies. To develop such trade Great Britain has ever used subsidies, prot 


, and her navy. She has protected her home market for herself until produc! 


| Southern Georgia. 


Mississippi, built of the alluvium of its great valley, is the Holland of the New | 


World, and should rival Holland in its enormous wealth and prosperity. The 
culture of sugar in Louisiana is as legitimate as that of any other crop in the 
Union. An average yield of sugar-cane per acre equal to the average of sub- 
tropical countries can readily be obtained, Our canes roiay be slightly less sweet, 
but we harvest a crop every year, whereas in the tropice ft uires from twelve 
to eighteen months for their plant canes to grow and ripen. e have occasional 
frosts and floods. The latter shall hereafter be better inst by our 
own efforts and by those of the General Government, as is now contemplated, 


| try can be made a leadix 


was so cheapened that protection became useless, Her animus is seen in | 
fact that it is but a very few years since she re ed her law prohibiting | 
exportation of linen machinery. Certainly thisGovernment should prot 
existing fifty millions—and prospective two huadred millions—of trade ari- 
from the sugar industry of Louisiana. 

All this will apply equally to the sugar lands of Texas, of Florida, a1! 
In all those States a beginning has been made. ‘Texas ho 
made considerable progress, and offers an enormous area of excellent sues 
lands not nearly so well adapted to any other culture. Florida was encaue’ 
considerably in the sugar culture before the war, and is now again resuming 
A little has been done in Georgia for many years, and in time the sugar indu- 
one in all these States, and with 100,000,000 of poo} 
the United States can make all her sugar at home. 

The sorghum interest of the West is developing and producing an enor 
quantity of molasses and some sugar, and bidding fairly to become « 
source of sugar supply. Adverse legislation would — ee it as it would 

As we are such enormous consumers of manufactu articles we hav: 
tional claims upon the Government for protection. We have $10,000,000 115 
in machinery alone, and it is demanding constant renewal and increase. ))'' 
ularly as new methods supersedethe old. Weare enormousconsumers ©! 1)! 
burgh coal. We do not complain of the tariff that excludes us from buyins | 
cheaper foreign machinery, coal, dry goods, &e. We say let us encourasce | 
duction of these goods in the other States of the Union, they taking our prod 
which they can not produce themselves and we taking theirs. But we do o- 
that should you conclude to diminish the present insufficient protection + 
sugar that you willopen to us the foreign markets for those articles we cons!) 
by reducing also the duty thereon. . 

And now, asin duty bound, the sugar planters of Louisiana for themselves a0! 





ea Ga ae & 





1883. 


— 





their entire population dependent upon that industry, whose interests are iden- | 

fied with ours, do protest against any greater reduction in the tariff than that 
. ~d by the Tariff Commission, which already places us ata great disadvantage 
xen inst those using slave and semi-slave labor. 


erains! | 

a en her, we desire to enforce the necessity of using the polariscope, and the | 

Jassing of all sugars below No. 13 according to their saccharine strength | 
r The domestic sugar industry is agricultural as well as mechanical, and should, 
therefore, have more consideration in the matter of incidental protection than 


urely mechanical. 
JOHN DYMOND, 
EDWARD J.GAY, FP. M. AMES, 

WasineTon, January 12, 1883. Committee. 

Of the total amount of sugar imported in the last year, Mr. President, 
we imported from Brazil 231,453,343 pounds, worth $8,143,959; we 
imported from Cuba 1,056,903, 678 pounds, valued at $51,282,815, and 
we imported from the Hawaiian Islands free of duty, under the reci- 
procity treaty, 106,181,858 pounds, to the value of $6,918,683. 

I will not fatigue the Senate by reading a statement as to the coun- 
tries from which our imports of sugar come, but they come from where 
slave, cooly, and Chinese labor is brought in competition with the labor 
of the State of Louisiana. 

I do not believe, Mr. President, that there is any popular demand for 
the destruction of the sugar-growing interest in Louisiana. 

There isa demand for a reduction of taxation. There isa demand for 
the reduction of prohibitory duties on articles of prime necessity, so as to 
permit healthy competition and thus to cheapen prices to the consumer. 

The only demands I have seen for the complete abolition of the duty 
on sugar have come from the ultra-protection organs on the one hand 
and the free-trade importers of raw material on the other. 

The sugar tariff is not prohibitory, at least on the raw grades. On | 
the contrary, it is one of our largest sources of revenue. We import | 
over six-sevenths of the amount consumed, and the tariff therefore atf- 
fords six dollars of revenue to one of protection. The sugars imported 
are all such as come in competition with our sugar-planters. 

The duty on refined sugars is prohibitory, and I have nodoubt will con- | 
tinuesoafter the passage of this bill. There must of course be protection | 
for the laborers employed in the sugar refineries, even if none should | 
be given to those who labor in the cane-fieldsand produce the raw sugar. 

As I have said, nearly 400,000 people in Louisiana are dependent upon 
the culture of sugar for a living. I see by the census report that there | 
are only fifty-three sugar refineries in the country, and that they em- 
ploy but 6,206 hands. The whole amount of capital engaged in the | 
business is $27,797,500, while $90,000,000 is employed in the cultiva- 
tion of sugar in Louisiana. 

For the three months ending September 30, 1882, the importations of | 
sugar were as follows: Brown sugar, 461,347,756 pounds, valued at 
$20,378,337; refined sugar, 4,305 pounds, valued at $307. This brown | 
sugar was doubtless nearly all below No. 13 Dutch standard. 

But brown sugar is now very little used in this country. All that is 
imported and most of that which is produced passes through the pro- 
cess of refining. 
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market, and the refiners are the chief purchasers, and fix the price 


of the commodity; with the protection which they receive they have a | 


monopoly of the American trade in refined sugars. Their only interest 
is to cheapen the raw material, not for the benefit of the consumer, but 
in order to allow a larger margin of profit, all of course for the benefit 
of ‘‘ American labor.’’ 
I received this week the following letter from Boston refiners: 
Boston, January, 18, 1883. 
Dear Str: In consequence of the statement circulated in Washington that the 
Eastern refiners have joined with the Louisiana planters in asking for a high rate 
of duty on sugar, we, the undersigned, representing the entire refining interest in 
this city, and paying to Government from $6,000,000 to $7,000,000 per annum in du- 
ties, hereby emphatically declare that we have entered into no such agreement, 
and that we earnestly urge a large reduction in the duty on the article, 
STANDARD SUGAR REFINERY, 
By J. B. THOMAS, President. 
Boston SUGAR MANUFACTURING COMPANY, 
By N. P. HOUSTON, President. 
CONTINENTAL SUGAR REFINERY, 
By EDWARD WHITNEY, President. 
NOAH SPAULDING & CO., 
For Roscor SUGAR REFINERY. 
Bay STATE SUGAR REFINING COMPANY, 
By F. G. TURNER, Treasurer. 


from Louistama, Washington. 

There was no occasion for this notification. Ido not know that any 
one has ever accused these gentlemen of having a regard for other in- 
terests than their own. 

I have been informed, on the contrary, that the machine petitions 
which have been filed at the other end of the Capitol were forwarded 
by these Boston refiners to all parts of the country for signature. 

We know how easily signatures are obtained to petitions, and that 
they afford but small evidence of the course of public sentiment. 

It is somewhat remarkable that in this letter there is no statement 
that they favor a reduction in the duty for the purpose of cheapening 
sugar. It simply says that, as refiners, they favor a large reduction in 
the duty on the article. 

If sugar is dear in this country it is because of the cost of refining. 
If you would cheapen sugar, reduce the duty on the higher grades and 
permit the importation of refined sugars. 
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Hon. B. F. Jonas, 
United States S$. 
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} Sugars at 2, cents a pound, and we will cheerfully accept it 


| dustry and not the tarmer 


| showing that even in that market not « 


We quote at 6] to 6)c¢ 
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The refining interest has become the controlling interest in the sugar | 
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all 
Che sugur 
planter can afford to have the price of sugar thus cheapened, but will 
the refiner consent to it? 


+ } 


Pass the amendment offered by my colleague, to fix the duty on 


_ You will be told that you are destroying a great industry, yet that 
industry is urging you to destroy the sugar darmer; and it is that in 
who stands in the way of cheap sugar. 

My friend, Mr. Beck, in his remarks on Friday took 
allude to the high price of sugar and to make t] 


1 
I» 


to 


occasion 







he following comparison 
(an old one, by the way) with England. He said: 

Let me again illustrate for a moment Fake sugar I do not care about re- 
ducing sugar more than other things in proportion, but [ desire to reduce sugar 
in the same proportion. I have in my h: mper relative to the sugar tax 
which shows that the people of Eng! onsume on an average sixty-five 
pounds of sugar a year per capita, people of this country only con 
sume forty-five pounds of sugar per year pet capita. If the le of this coun 
try could get their sugar as cheap they would consum: “has the people 
of England—more, I believe, as we consume and waste more than any other 
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people of anything we can get at a reasonable pr 
England gets her sugar at 6} cents a pound; we pay 


gre 
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y-tive pounds per 


head at 3 cents a pound is $1.95 to each person. Th verage family of this 
country—I see my friend from Mississippi | Mr. Grorcr!, who knows all about 
families and agriculture and sugar-raising, is smiling: bi wrees with me I ob 
serve—the average family is about five. If we could get sugar as e| eap as En 
gland and consume thesame amount, each family of tive would gain $1.% for 


each member, or $9.75 for the family 
Now, if we pay 9} cents a pound (which I very much « itis an 
exceptional price. Itisno fault of the Louisiana planters that it is paid, 
and they receive no such price. Theaverage price of Louisiana sugars 
this season has been 5} cents a pound. 

I clip from the New Orleans papers of the 25th January the market 
reports for that day, which are as follows: 

ScuGaAR—Receipts to-day, 959 hogsheads, 306 barrels. The market is quiet but 
firm for all descriptions, but the demand is mostly for open kettle sugars for re 
fining purposes, of which there is a good supply 
There is about the usual volume of local business 
Inferior to common open kettle, 4to 5e.; 
fair to fully fair, 5§ to 5jc.; 
choice, 6) to 6}c 

Choice white clarified, 7} ; prime white clarified, 7 
fied, 7j¢c.; choice yellow clarified, 7/c.; prime yellow claritied 
clarified, 6jc.; choice seconds, 6jc.; tot 


Showing that the price of the best sugar in the market, a sugar fully 
equal in quality and saccharine strength to the best refined, was under 
Scents. As it may be said that these 
place of production, I giv 
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loubt 


We quote as follows 
good common to fair, 5} to 5 good 
prime to strictly prime, 6 to 6)« strictly prime to 
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ood white clari 
Jie. gray yellow 
prime seconds, 6! 


are the market quotations at the 
the quotations in Boston of the 
ven the high¢ 
sugar bring the price mentioned by the Senator 

let me read the Boston quotations 
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| The common people of En 
or brown sugar of ordinary quality 
and West Indies. 

In the light of past experience I hazard nothing 
| your proposed reduction will not cl n sugar to the consumer If 
| met with no corresponding export duty by and Brazil it will 
| cheapen sugar to therefiner. It will break down the great agricultural 

interest of Louisiana, and will impoverish nearly one-half of her popu 
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nd price, | 
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lation; but what matters it, provided it cheapens the raw material for 
the manufacturer and increases his profit? Besides it will decrease the 
revenue from ten to twelve millions of dollars, and to that extent save 


] 
other and more favored interests from reduction 

We were for several days, Mr. President, considering the 
of china, pottery, earthen-ware, and glass-ware, and the 
been not to decrease the duties on those necessary articles 
vent an increase. 

The proposed reduction on other schedules is nore apparent than real, 
and in many cases the duty when reduced remains prohibitory 

The sugar planters expected to bear their proportion, in a general re 
duction of the tariff. They had prepared themselves to submit to the 
reduction proposed by the Tariff Commission, although they felt that 
it would affect their industry most injuriously, but they had no reason 
to expect that it would be supplemented by an amendment so destruc- 
tive as that recommended by the Iinance Committee 

If this latter schedule is adopted I can not vote for the bill. I con- 
sider it to be unjust, unequal, and oppressive; in the interest of a small 
class of manufacturers, and destructive to the prosperity and even to the 
existence of an industry by which nearly one-half of the people of my 
State gain their livelihood. 

It is an honest industry—the oldest in the world—the cultivation of 
the soil. The people engaged in it are farmers and laborers, freemen 
and American citizens 

Their labor is brought into competition with the labor of Chinamen, 
coolies, and slaves, men who are half fed, half paid, half civilized, and 
without ambition or hope for the future, and who serve foreign slave- 
owners and taskmasters. 
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You are asked by your votes to take away the only protection which | 


we have against this unfair and unequal competition. Do so if you 
think proper, but cease in the future to prate of your devotion to the 
interests of American labor on the one side, or of your sympathy with 
the farmer and agriculturist on the other. 

Mr. SHERMAN. I wish to say buta few words in respect to the 
sugar tax, because it is a very simple problem and every Senator can 
vote as he thinks right under all the circumstances. 1, for one, would 
not make one rule in regard to the raising of sugar in Louisiana and an- 
other rule in regard to any other product anywhere else. There are a 
few facts in regard to the sugar matter necessary to be brought before 
the Senate, and they are very simple and plain. 

The present duty on sugar is abnormally high, higher in proportion 
than on any other article upon the tariff list. The reason of that is that 
in 1875 when the sinking fund was impaired it became necessary sud- 
denly to raise a considerable sum of additional revenue; and it was be- 
lieved that it could be more easily levied upon this article of sugar, 
which is of universal consumption, than upon any other; and conse- 
quently by the act of 1875, 25 per cent. additional duty was levied upon 
sugar in allits forms. The result is that the present duty on sugar re- 
duced to an ad valorem rate is 565 per cent. ‘The tables show that the 
average of the duty now onall the grades is 56) percent. The duty 
added by the act of 1875 was equivalent to 11) percent. of the value of 
the article or 25 per cent. of the amount of the duty. The normal rate 
of duty on sugar fixed at a time when the whole tariff was revised, was 
put at 45 per cent. ad valorem. ‘Therefore when we are considering the 
question of reduction, we must take 45 per cent. as about the average 
rate applied on sugar together with all other articles. The rates of 
duty set out in the Revised Statutes place the lowest rate of duty on 
sugar at 81.75 a hundred pounds, and on the different grades advancing 
the rate as the value of thesugar advances, So that normally we have 
io treat the duty on sugar as $1.75 per hundred pounds on the lower 
grades, advancing in grade according to the value of the sugar. 

When the Tariff Commission undertook to investigate this subject 
they had to deal with two things—tirst, the amount of reduction that 
ought to be made on sugar itsel!, and next, the mode of dealing with 
sugar as to the mode of testing its quality, its value. They very prop- 
erly adopted a new mode of testing the value of the sugar by using the 
polariscope for wll degrees under No, 13 Dutch standard. There ap- 
peared to be no controversy about this, and there is no controversy here. 

Then the question is what rate sugar ought to bear. After this 
special and peculiar duty that was levied upon it in 1875 had been re- 
moved, after that had been repealed, and the rate was reduced to 45 
per cent,, what could sugur bear and yet give to sugar the same fair 
protection that is given to other matters? ‘The Tariff Commision con- 
eluded that on the whole it would be a fair reduction to reduce it one- 
fourth of a cent.a pound all round, which reduces itabout 6 percent. or to 
about Ss) or39 percent. That was the report of the Tariff Commission, 

We remember that 38) per cent. on a necessary of life which enters 
into every tamily and every household seems to be a very largerate. I 
myself would have been perfectly content to have left this sugar pro- 
tected by a duty of Ss) per cent., which would be $1.50 a hundred 
pounds, or 1) cents a pound, but that i higher than the ordinary 
rate on that class of articles inthe tarifflist. As a rule all raw articles 
Which enter into ordinary consumption, and the articles which are the 
base of other industries, can searcely be said upon the revised list to 
range highor than 30 to 35 per cent. on unmanufactured articles. In 
the advanced stage they range, 1 believe, higher. The Committee on 
Finance, alter considerable discussion and hesitation, proposed to re- 
duee this a quarter ota cent lower, and now the rate in the sugar para- 
graph is about 32 per cent, as near as 1 can make it out. The ad 
valorem rate would be about equivalent to 32 per cent. 

Now, whether we shall have 1} cents as the basis of the tariff 
schedule onsugar or 1} every Senator must decide for himself. I shall 
be perfectly content myself with either and do not think any great in- 
justice is done to any interest if the rate is maintained at 1} cents per 
pound and on the higher grade at a higher rate orat1}. Thatisa 
vote which every Senator must give for himself. 

The whole case, therefore, is a very simple one. If Senators think 
that on the whole 3s} per cent. is a fair average rate on sugar, they will 
commence at $1.50 a hundred pounds. If they think on the other hand 
that 32 per cent. is a sufficient rate of duty to protect the labor em- 
ployed in raising and cultivating sugar, they will asa matter of course fix 
it at 1} cents a pound, as recommended by the Committee on Finance. 

| have been asked by Senators to explain something about the effect 
of the adoption of the polariscope. 

Mr. MAXEY. Before the Senator goes to that, I should like to ask 
a question. Thirty-two per cent. isthe lowest rate. What would the 
tax be on loaf-sugar and granulated high sugar in ordinary use? 

Mr. SHERMAN. About the same rate runningthrough. The Sen- 
ator will see that the present tariff is almostan ad valorem tariff, rising 
mcording to the increased value of the article; that is upon the Dutch 
standard as it was honestly administered and as by the polariscope it 
would be. Therefore the rate on sugar of the higher grades would range 
trom 32 to 34 or 35 per cent., and on the ordinary lower grades about 
the samex the advance of rate would be about equivalent to the advance 
in value. 








’ = 


In respect to the application of the polariscope, that is a simple me 
| of testing the valueotthe sugar. Theold Dutch standard has been found 
| to be easily evaded and easily avoided by the admixture of foreiyy “a 

terials or by burning a little sugar. It is sought to avoid that ty the 
| polariscope, and according to the testimony before the Taritf ( onimis- 
| sion all the merchants and all the trade were in fav or ofa change of thy 

mode of testing the value. That was concurred in by common cons nt 
It is proposed now to test the value of this sugar not by the Dutch stand- 
ard up to No, 13, but by the polariscope. According to the noryy) 
manutacture of sugars 75° by the polariscope would indicate No. 7 Dutcy 
standard. It is supposed that about 91° by the polariscope would 
equivalent to No. 13 Dutch standard, and therefore No. 13 was take, 
as the proper grade, dividing the refined sugar from the coarse or crud 
sugars, and 75 per cent. was considered the lowest grade of sugar 4, 
which the lowest rateshould beapplied. Seventy-five per cent. , as tested 
by the polariscope, isabout equivalent to No. 7 Dutch standard in the old 
normal way. 

Then for every degree of the polariscope, advancing at the rate of tive 
hundredths of a cent, it would make No. 13 Dutch standard, according 
to the report of the Committee on Finance, pay exactly 2 cents a pound 
So the duty proposed by the Committee on Finance is equivalent to at 
least 32 per cent. ad valorem, and as you advance in grade you increase 
from 1} up to 2 centsapound. Thatisthe present proposition. Above 
that the Senate will see that the committee have reduced the rates pro- 
posed by the Tariff Commission, because we wish to allow the people 
of this country if they choose to consume the ordinary brown sugar of 
commerce to have the full benetit of the reduced rate. No doubtsome 
sugar will be imported at about No. 13 Dutch standard, or about the 
test of 91 by the polariscope, and it will be introduced into ordinary 
consumption; but generally sugars will be refined and reduced to a more 
perfect grade; and the higher the grade and standard, the rate of duty is 
advanced according to the grade of value just about the same rate in pro- 
portion. 

The Committee on Finance reduced the tariff proposed by the Tarif 
Commission all around one-fourth of a cent per pound on all below No 
13 Dutch standard, and about one-half of a cent a pound on the higher 
grades above No. 13 Dutch standard. 

Mr. KELLOGG. May I inquire of the Senator from Ohio if the Sen 
ate Committee on Finance, by the amendment offered by the chairman 
of the committee to-night, does not propose to increase the rate of duty 
on all sugar above No. 16 and above No. 20? 

Mr. SHERMAN. It reduces the rate in almost every case. 

Mr. KELLOGG. L ask if the committee amendment offered by tl 
Senator from Vermont to-night does not increase the rate prescribed by 
the Senate bill as reported? 

Mr. SHERMAN. I do not know about the Senate bill; I do not re- 
member what that was. 

Mr. KELLOGG. That is precisely what I want the Senate to under- 
stand—whether the Committee on Finance are coming into the Senate 
now with an amendment in the interest of the refiners since the origi- 
nal bill was reported. 

Mr. SHERMAN. I have not the bill before me, but here is the 
amendment of the Senator from Vermont. Theproposition of the Tarifi 
Commission is to commence at $1.50 per hundred and advance at the 
rate of five-hundredths of a cent a pound bythe polariscope degree. 
The report of the commission, however, proposes to put on the grade ot 
No. 13 Dutch standard up to No. 16 Dutch standard 3} cents a pound 
The Committee on Finance propose to reduce that to 2.65 cents. The 
Tariff Commission propose to put on the grade of No. 16 to No. 20, 3.75 
cents. The Finance Committee propose to reduce it to 3.15. 

Mr. KELLOGG. But the bill reported by the Committee on Ii 
nance—— 

Mr. SHERMAN. That is not material, because this amendment is 
the report of the committee. 

Mr. KELLOGG. Ofa majority, I understand. 

Mt. SHERMAN. Sugar above No. 20 Dutch standard, according to 
the Tariff Commission, is placed at 4} cents a pound; the committee 
propose 3.65 cents. The bill put it at less, probably. It is to be per- 
ceived that the Committee on Finance have proposed a much greater 
reduction on the higher grades of sugar than the Tariff Commission did 

I think this is all the statement necessary to be made about the mat- 
ter. It is a question that each Senator must determine for himself as 
to what degree of protection under all the circumstances should be 
given to sugar in this country. I for one am willing to give to thatin 
terest in Louisiana the same degree of protection as I would to any 1n- 
terest in Ohio or anywhere else. I think in the administration of tarit! 
laws we must be fair and just to all sections of the country, and not 
apply to the interests that are produced in our own States a different 
rule from what we apply to an interest produced in any other State. 

I regard the sugar interest, the production of sugar, a purely agn 
cultural production, as entitled to just as much protection on the labor 
necessary to produce it as any other branch of industry in proportion to 
its cost. I shall apply the same rule to it, and I think, on the whole, 
that the sugar interest will be very well protected, according to the tai 
average contained in this bill, if it is protected at the rate of 32 per cent 
or on the basis of 1} cents a pound on the ordinary grades. 

We have had a long debate this afternoon about the rate of duty on 
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pea senses — 


the highest branch of manulacture, that is, perfected machinery, which | section I should then offer an amendment reducing the duties on sugar 
may ve said to be the very highest form of human manufacture. Noth- | above No. 13 to a proportionate rate. 
ing can be more beautiful, nothing can be more ditlicult, nothing Mr. KELLOGG. 
more complex than the manufacture of fine machinery; and yet we | disadvantage of the planter, because the refiner can take the sugar that 
jae on machinery a duty of 3o per cent. ad valorem. The duty | comes in at 1} cents a pound and increase it to the grade that pays 2 
which is now proposed by the Finance Committee on this raw article, Mr. ALDRICH. The Senator and myself might not agree about this 
which is simple in its production, easily produced, is 32 per cent. ad | I should preter, however, not to continue this discussion. but. to pro 
yalorem. If Senators think that is not enough let them gdvance the | ceed with my statement. 
rate to 14 cents a pound, which is equivalent to 38} per cent. ad va- [ have stated the amount of imports last year. This sugar paid an 
jorem. 1 think myself that the report now made by the Committee on | average rate of duty of 2.45 cents a pound, and the total amount ot 
Finance in the amendment presented by its chairman is a fair and just duty collected was $46,711,795.14. To what extent the revenue from 
this important source will be reduced by the pending propositions is « 


But if it is a proportionate rate it is still to the 


rate of taxation on this article, is not oppressive or harsh, but treats 
that interest precisely as all the other interests affected by this bill are | question which must be acc urately answered to enable N¢ 
treated. I shall vote for it, but I shall not be at all discontented if | intelligently. 
the rate is advanced one-fourth of a cent per pound if the majority of 


ve hators to vote 
As I differ so widely with the Senator from Ohio [Mr 
SHERM AN] as to the effect of the committee bill. I feel obliged to state 


the Senate shall think proper. with considerable care and somewhat in detail the frets upon which 1 
Mr. ALDRICH. Mr. President, I have proposed the pending amend- | base my opinion. 

ment, as I am in favor of a greater reduction of the duty on sugar than It should be constantly borne in mind that each of the bills Proposes an 

that proposed by the Committee on Finance. Sugar is a prime neces- | entirely new method for tixing the rate of duty on all sugar below No. 13 

sity in every family in the United States. The consumption is equal Having provided for the abolition ot the color test below No. 12. anv 


to forty-five pounds for every person in the country, and the cost of attempts to consider the relations of color and scecharine streneth will 
sugar to many families exceeds the cost of bread. Senators have con- | prove misleading and confusing 


here is but one test to be consid 
curred in expressing a desire to reduce the cost of living to the operative | ered, and that has no dependence upon or relation to color 
and workingman, for the purpose of reducing the cost of manutactured I shall take last year’s importations as the basis of my est ofr 
articles to consumers throughout the land. With this in view, with a j duction. There were imported 1,913,396,455 pounds, payin total 


revenue conceded to be greatly in excess of the needs of the country, | duty of $46,711,725.14, or an average of 2.45 cents per } 


r pound 
I 


and when a general reduction of tariff rates is proposed, we should cer- This duty was collected under a color standard without regard to sa 

tainly reduce materially the duty on this article. charine strengthor polariscope test. Hence it will be seen that nocom 
There was imported into this country last year, according to the re- parison can possibly be made between the color standard under the ey 

port of the Bureau of Statistics, 1,913,396,455 pounds of sugar. isting law and the polariscope tests which are proposed under the new 
Mr. KELLOGG. Of what grade? system; and the only way the effect of either of the plans proposed can 
Mr. ALDRICH. Almost entirely below No. 13 Dutch standard in | be ascertained is by a comparison of the average rate of duty of each 

wlor. The Tariff Commission bill and the report of the Finance Com- | with that imposed by existing law 

mittee both propose to levy duties hereafter by the test of saccharine Inasmuch as it is proposed in all the plans under discussion to levy 


standardin color. It is agreed that No. 13 is thedividing point between | iscopic test, we can only arriv: or 


strength and abandon the color test on all sugars below No. 13 Dutch | the duty on sugars below No. 13 Dutch standard solely on their polar 
at the average rate of duty by tirst tind 
raw sugar or sugar that must be retined and sugar that can be used for | ing out the average test by thi polariscope on all such sugar 


iamily purposes without refining. All my statements of averages will How, then, shall we tind out what will be the average rate ot duty 
apply to sugar below No. 13. under the new system’? 1 answer it can only be found by first: ascer 


Mr. KELLOGG. Will the Senator have the kindness to state to the | taining what is the average test by th 


olariscope of limported sugars 

Senate how much sugar was imported into this country above No. 13% | of this class | 
Mr. ALDRICH. Ninety-nine and seventy-nine hundredths per cent. This average is estimated by importers, merchants, refiners, and oth 
of all the sugar imported into this country last: year was below No. 13 | ers having a knowledge of the matter at about 90 Their judement 
Duteh standard, is confirmed by the actual tests made by the agent of the Treasury 
Mr. KELLOGG. I asked for that above. Department. 
Mr. ALDRICH. ‘Twenty-one hundredths of 1 per cent. As this is the point upon which the whole controversy turns, | will with 


Mr. KELLOGG. Nowl ask the Senator to state to the Senate what | the consent of the Senate, in order to contirm the statement which 1 
grade of sugar is grown by the planter in Louisiana and by the planter | have made that 90° of saccharine stwength is the average test of sugars 


of any other State where sugar is grown in this country ? imported, submit and have printed in the Recor» a number of papers 
Mr. ALDRICH. I presume most of the sugars raised in Louisiana | bearing upon the subject. 
are below No. 13. | ITsubmit first a statement from the Treasury Department showing, 


Mr. KELLOGG. Precisely. Now I ask if nine-tenths of the sugar | that the average test of all centrifugal su 
below No. 13 does not go into the hands of the refiners and if nineteen- | during the year 1981 was 91.5% 
twentieths of the sugar consumed on his table and the tables of all the | 


wars Imported into New Yark 








PREASURY DEPARTMENT, December 29, 1882 
people of the North does not come trom the refineries, above No. 13? Sir: In compliance with your verbal request of a few days since, I send y« 
Mr. ALDRICH. I think a large proportion of it does. re ne ore cae ereneiens as Bare Seek at ane Sn nanenn, & 
rw val > A . a CE aay RS aac ~ = >; Which he states tha he average test « sxechuarine strength of vacuum-puan 
Mr. KELLOGG. If that be so, I ask the Senator as a member of | Cigars below No. 13 Dutch standard imported at that port for the ealendar yea 
the Committee on Finance why the committee come in since the original | ending December 31, ISSL, was 91.5 ‘ent 
bill was reported with an amendment proposing to increase the duty es ee = Ee EE Se TEEN OR NS She 
. ° e a y 4 ~ovado sugars ie i hiladelphia, whi ives the saccharine st neth «o 
and making it practically prohibitory on all above No. 13 Dutch stand- | {oy is Saanples tested and the neimberbelonginetocach. — 
ard in the interest of the refiners? It is prohibitory now. Very respectfully H. 8. JAMES 
Mr. ALDRICH. Ido not understand that the Committee on Fi- i. at il inl aie le ala Chief of Custons Dit 
nance have made any such recommendation. ~ ome os naan ka : 
rh Te! s.— 0 » sast ment which shows that the ave eons hundred 
Mr. KELLOGG. They have. and + ep ramgealethad < “eae ‘Xo 10D ae h stand ; i \ rhe ay tah pst 1 . his 
Mr. ALDRICH. As I understand their recommendation, it was to | delphia was 88.17°. 
decrease the duties on sugars below No. 13. The bill as reported from 
the committee \ | mw New Yor \ Vises Orr 
> Te) T . . " December 28, 188 
Mr. KELLOGG. ‘The Senator will pardon me. The amendment SE ao nee ee ee ee ’ ile ‘nas 
" = . as - \ Sin: ep © your telegram of is date, requesting information as to the 
offered by the Senator from Vermont proposes to change the Senate sncanen nas ol tae tne harine strength of the vacuum-pan sugars below No, 1 
bill thus: | Dutch standard imported for any one year in which tests w ere mace ! have 
All sugars above No. 16 and not above No. 20 Dutch standard, 3.15 cents per the honor to report that an examination of the record oft + office for t! ‘ c ul 
pound | endar year ending December 31, 1881, shows that the average direct polarization 
ae : rer test of the sugars in question was 94.58 
The Senate bill as originally reported was 3 cents per pound The calendar year of 1881, has been chosen b ise it was the last full year 
Mr. ALDRICH. The Senator is right. during which the pol rriscope was in use. T may add that the su rare tt iported 
Mr KELLOGG And— during the year ISSL were for ‘ ‘ ! sprite Irom 4 4 
— - ° - Very respectfully 
All sugars above No. 20 Dutch standard, 3.65 cents per pound, Q. HOWARD 
When the original Senate bill was 3} cents per pound, and then it = a Sivas 
was prohibi : ‘ss 
H eee . . , . ne And that the average of six hundred and forty-three cargoes musco 
Mr. ALDRICH. As I dissented from the views of the Finance Com- ends anaes all below No. 10 Dutch stundard in color ree lin Phila 
. . . ao oe . aco suaguars i wlow Ne ut { re COLO se ‘ 
mittee upon this question, and am now offering an amendment in op- tel , = 3 
4s ri pe " aey ‘ Vas SS. 14 
position to their proposition, perhaps the Senator had better obtain his |“ ts “4 t furtl ila t from the Departinent showing the { 
pe Dit a . “ ss « ) ‘ rihet ile it ire til emiriine SHOW weiih 
answer from some member of the committee who voted with the mu- sone yeas “e nae re —— 
jority centage of centrifugal and muscovado igars Imported last year i 
—— — one . ' oe : average show hy these statements on all sugars imported is 80.6 
Mr. KELLOGG. The Senator adheres to the original frame of the | “*°™ hown : | 
ill? - CUsT« Hous PW York, COLLECTOR’s OFFI« 
f e : January 1,1 
Mr. ALDRICH. I beg pardon, I do not adheve to it; and I stated Sim: In reply to your telegram of the 2d instant, relative to importation 


distinctly that if my amendment was adopted in the first part of this 


muscovado and vacuum-pan sugars during the year ended December 31 








1796 


CONGRESSIONAL RECORD—SEN ATE, 








have the honor to state that there were imported at this port of muscovado sugars 
806,000,000 pounds, of vacuum-pan sugars 504,000,000 pounds. 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
, W. H. ROBERTSON, Collector. 
lion, Cuoarces J. Fotcer, 
Secretary of the Treasury, Washington, D. C. 


[ next submit a paper carefully prepared by Mr. 8. E. Chamberlin, 
a special agent of the Treasury Department, the gentleman I believe 


upon whom the Senator from Ohio when Secretary of the Treasury de- | - 


pended tor his facts and statements in his prosecution of sugar import- 
ers for alleged frauds upon the revenue. This gentleman shows by elab- 
orate calculations that the average test on sugars which came into this 
country forthe year ending June 30, 1882, was 904° of saccharine strength. 
This gentleman also estimates the total reduction based on same impor- 
tations by the Tariff Commission bill at $2,196,157.27, or about 7 per 
cent, instead of 20 per cent, asnow claimed by the Senator from Ohio. 

Mr. ALLISON. What would that leave the duty, 50 per cent. ad 
valorem ? 

Mr. ALDRICH. Fifty per cent. ad valorem. 

Mr. ALLISON. Under the Tariff Commission report? 

Mr. ALDRICH, Yes, sir. I would again remind the Senator that 
all of these statements are in relation to sugar below the No. 13 Dutch 
standard in color. The letter of Mr. Chamberlin is as follows: 


OFFICE OF SPECIAL AGENT TREASURY DEPARTMENT. 
Baltimore, Md., Janwary 10, 1383. 

Dear Sir: In compliance with your request I herewith submit my views as 
io the practical application of the proposed tariff on sugar recommended by 
Tariff Commission compared with the working of the present one in the collec- 
tion of duty upon sugar now imported into the United States. 

After a careful review of the whole matter I have reached the following as my 
conclusions: The tariff as recommended by this commission proposes that upon 
all sugars not above No. 13 Dutch standard in color, all tank bottoms, sirups 
of cane juice or of beet juice, melada, concentrated melada, concrete and con- 
centrated molasses, testing by the polariscope not above 75°, shall pay duty 
per pound of 1} cents, and for every additional degree or fraction of degree 
shown by polariscopic test they shall pay per pound additional five-hundredths 
of a cent per pound; onall sugars above No. 13 Dutch standard in colorshall be 
classified by the Dutch standard of color, and pay duty as follows: 

All sugars above No, 13, and not above 16 Dutch standard, 3} cents per pound. 
Allsugars above No, 16, and not above No, 20, Dut¢h standard, 3} cents per 
pound, All sugars above No, 20, Dutch standard, 4} cents per pound. 

Comparing the above proposed tariff as applied to the importation of melada, 
which now pays a duty of 1} cents per pound and 25 per cent. additional duty, 
amounting to .01875 per pound, with the entire importations for the fiscal year 
ending June 30, 1882, 11,967,879 pounds, upon which there was collected in duties, 
$224,386.36, | obtained the following results: First, the character of melada now 
imported into the United States, I feel safe in saying,will show an average polar- 
ization test of not less than 78°. This average test, obtained from many analyses 
made under my supervision, isa fair one to base an estimate of its saccharine 
strength upon, At7s° test, under the proposed tariff we have a duty of .01650 
per pound, which would amount in duty upon the entire importations for the 
fiscal year to $197,461.75, showing a reduction - favor of the new tariff of $26,926.61. 

In order to fairly demonstrate the applieation of the proposed tariff compared 
with the workings of the present one, | have examined the character of sugars 
now imported into the United States from all countries, both asto their color by 
the Dutch standard and their polariscopic test. This I have been able to do par- 
ticularly in regard to those imported from Cuba, and this island has sent to this 
country since the Ist of January to the 30th day of November, 1882, 479,348 tons 
of sugar, 93.30 per cent. of her entire production. The sales of these sugars are 
noted each week in the principal markets, Havana and Matanzas, and give the 
kind of sugar, color by Dutch standard, and polarization of each lot sold. 

From this data L have been able to ascertain that about four-fifths were cen- 
trifugal sugars below No. 10 Dutch standard in color, showing an average polar- 
ization of more than 9°, and the balance muscovado and molasses sugars polar- 
ization test of nearly 88°. Thus showing an average test upon these sugars of 
93° of polarization, which under the proposed tariff would be .0240 per pound 
upon the entire amount, which oamnle more than 60 per cent, of the entire im- 
portations into the United States from all sources during the fiscal year ending 
June 30, 1882, which was: 

Not above No. 7 Dutch standard, 404,020,013 pounds at 1] cents and 25 per cent., 
$8,837 937.78. 

Above No.7 and not above No. 10 Dutch standard, 1,252,536,536 pounds at 2 
cents and 25 per cent., $31,313,413.40, 

Above No. 10 and not above No. 13 Dutch standard, 127,521,419 pounds at 2} 
cents and 25 per cent., $3,586,539.89, 

Above No. 13 and not above No. 16 Dutch standard, 3,383,413 pounds at 2} cents 
and 25 per cent., $116,304.89. 

Above No. 16 and not above No, 20 Dutch standard, 39,875 pounds at 3} cents 
and 25 per cent., $1,619 92. 

Above No. 20 Dutch standard, 219,997 pounds at 4 cents and 25 per cent., 
$10,999.85. 

Total number pounds, 1,787,721,258. 

Total duties, $43,866,815.73. 

Average duty per pound on the entire importations, ——. 

The above calculations are the exact number of pounds and classification of 
all the sugars upon which duties were received during the fiscal year, and they 
show that 99.79 per cent. of the entire importations were classified as below No. 
13 Dutch standard in color. 

To further establish the average polarization test of sugars from all sources 
imported into this country, I submit tests made under my supervision at the 
United States laboratory in New York, of a large number of samples of Musco- 
vado sugars hameaten daning the year 1881, into the port of New York: 


Color by Dutch stand- | Average 
ard. tes 





Countries, 


ad 








Demerara, | Below No.7 to No. 11 
Porto Rico | Below No.7 to No, 12 
RBarbadoes ... | Below No.7 to No, 13 
Batavia ul 8 to No. 12 
Martinique. "] 9 to No. 10 
Jloilo...... “| Below No.7 to No. 12 


Average test below No. 18 Dutch standard, 86. 40. 








JANUARY 30, 


The following is a table furnished Mr. Tucker, of the Committee of \; 
Means, House of Representatives, by Mr. T. A. Havemeyer (one of the 
pal refiners and importers of this country), January, 1580, giving ~ princi. 
=e test of sugars from the principal sugar-producing countri:. polari- 
world: ‘ *©S In the 


4Ysand 


: 
, Commercial designa- Color by Dutch stand- | 














Place of production, tion. ard. "tieve 
j © test, 
° ; 
Culba.......: ee .| Centrifugals............... | No. 7 to No. 10........ 
PSS. | Museovadoes. .| No. 7to No. 10... ~ 
| NIRS te SR A mite = 
Barbadoes...... ..| Muscovadoes.............. YS | : 
Demerara ....... ...| Centrifugals............... No. 7to No. 10... 
|" see a earn taee Clayed .......... ..| No. 10 to No. 13... | - 
Philippine Islands.... lloilo » A ale b Below 7 to No. 10. | = 
Philippine Islands.....| Manila ..... ..| Below No. 7............... | = 
On eee ps Sea  « a aa i - 
Pernambuco | American unclayed...| No. 7 to No. 10... ] ~ 
! 
} 
Average test of muscovadoes below No. 13, 86.42; centrifugals, 95). 
Of the entire importations of Demerara centrifugal sugar into the port of Bal- 
timore for one year ending February 28, 1882 (which comprised almost the entire 


importations), the average polarization test was above 95°, and the muscovade 
and molasses sugars showed an average polarization of 87.97°, and all were be. 
low No. 13 Duteh standard in color. 


Estimating the amountof centrifugal aoe imported during the 

fiscal year ending June 30, 1882, at one-half of the entire impor- 

tations, 893,860,626} pounds, at an average of 9° test, would be 

under the proposed tariff of 0250 per pound.......................0000. $22, 346,515 63 
893,860,626} pounds other kinds at 86°, at arate of .0205 per pound... 18,324’ 142 3x 


Showing whole amount of duty 





Total reduction on allimportations in favor of the proposed tariff 
I a itd hsctncadddinws si deven cuteebeesovese coer A 
RE iknincanicecosereripmnnieniecovtecrmasee 





Total reduction compared with fiscal year 1882........................... , 


It will be fair to presume that under the tariff as now proposed almost the en- 
tire sugar importations of this country will be below No. 13 Dutch standard in 
color, for unless some provision is made against the introducing of artificially 
colored sugar, eugene over 99 per cent. of saccharine strength can be imported, 
paying a duty of .0275 cents, as below No. 13 Dutch standard against grocers 
grades or natural sugars, from No. 13 to 20 Dutch standard that will have to pay 
at the rate of .0825 and .0375 cents per pound, and the condition of the sugar trade 
remain pretty much as it is now, in the hands of a few refiners, and the eon 
sumers in the country pay toll to these for almost every pound used 

Cuba, that now produces, in round numbers, 500,000 tons of the 800,000 tons an- 
nually imported into the United States from all sources, now exacts an export 
duty of $8.19 a ton, or at the rate of one-third of a centa pound, on all the sug 
exported from that island to our country. 

Very respectfully, yours, 


irs 


S. E. CHAMBERLIN. Special Agent 


I now submit a statement prepared carefully by Skiddy, Minford 
& Co., the largest sugar-brokers in this country, gentlemen whose 
thorough and complete knowledge of the subject will not be questioned 
by any Senator, in which they state the whole amount of sugar im 
portations from all sources, giving the amount in detail in tons, and 
stating the average test of importations from all the various countries 
A calculation based on this statement shows an average test of $9.57 
on the importations into the city of New York. Another computation 
based on sugar imported into the four principal ports of the United 
States—New York, Philadelphia, Boston, and Baltimore—shows an 
average test of 89.89°. 

New York, January 20, 188) 

Dear Sir: In reply to yours asking for a careful estimate of the polariscope 
tests of the sugars imported into the port of New York and other ports of the 
United States during the year 1882, we give you below a statement in detail of 
importations into New York, and the average test of same, based upon actual 
sales inthe market. Weare not quite sure as to the percentage of centrifugal 
sugar from Cuba, but our estimate of these is below rather than above the actual 
imports. We think the tests given below are also a fair basis for average imports 
tions into all ports of the United States: 





Average 


Importations from— Tons. test 


Grades. 





| Degrees 
Centrifugal....... ® 
Muscovado an 
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ss 





French Islands........ anben 

British West Indies ......... renintgmeneiinincel 

= West India ports, Peru, and Mex- 
co. 














truly, 
re ‘ SKIDDY, MINFORD & ©V. 
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~ hee ee eee 


- ts main ae 











portalions in port of New York during 1882, and average test of same as 


Table 0 *™ per letter of Skiddy, Minford & Co. : 


[mportations from— 


‘wba: 
Centrifugal... 










. 186,000« % 17, 670, 000 
Muscovadd.........--1-00ecsceereeeeeees . 160,000 58 14, 080, 000 

»orto Rico: ' 

Po Comtrifugal .........ceccerrereerrerecsenstereccnescrensenseecseess 2, 000 M45 189, 000 
Muscovado ........ &, 000 SS 7H, 000 
merara: 

Pe Centrifuge i aliphibiihebensesecoqnessecenpencesateeconececesecenes eo x 1, —— 
Muscovado........ Piidbnipeteenabenienestes 4, 00 x S7 S48, 000 

Barbadoes, muscovado.. 6, 20087 539, 400 

saint Croix, muscovado............. 2,000 x 88) 000 

French Islands, muscovado ......... 16, 700 86} 52, 335 


British West Indies, muscovado 


19, 300 x 884 
OtherWest India ports, Peru and Mexico, muscovado.... 


16, 450 x 86} 


000 
22, 920 













Brazil, muscovado and clayed 70, 490 x 87 
Manila, edeererecencoccscossecccccess 45, 380 83) 
‘hina + ER 4, 56083 
— RII donsvcpacesereees 1,850 89 
Other East Indies, SeCONAS................ccceeeeseeeseeesennenssenees 6, 667 X83 


Of beet root, centrifugals.. 5, 100 x 92 


469, 200 





574, 787 X 89.87 =51, 658, 206 

Total importations inte the four principal ports of the United States as per statistical 

table of Messrs. Willet & Hamlen, on basis of tests furnished by Messrs. Skiddy. Min- 
ford & Co.: 




















Importations from— 
‘uba : Deg. 

Centrifugal ... ceeeeee 271, 00095 5, 000 

Muscovado ... ... 231, 41088 080 
British West Indies.. .-. 23, 70188) 2, 440 

erry 8,538 x86) 738, 537 
French Weat Indie ................cccccccccsseserseees 28, G49 86) 2, 478,138 
Porto Rico: 

Nee isa a nai cade balnnpnabans 6, 9838 X O44 655, 641 

Muscovade ................ : 27,755 X88 2 378,138 
SEOIED ainchetiagbeneersccctece 537 X88 136. 024 
Demerara: 

Centrifugal ...... tae ALCS 500.511 

IID cnn scntdticenssscscsiaccute aaniane 2. 708, 004 
Gentral America, Balize sur Mexico. 341, 675 
IND ncoan ntrnubneconsnestevseasncssesasensenenss 1,039, 470 
Ss Lek canenbineneyeccessece 7, 049,553 
Peru .... 74,590 
Europe... 662, 768 
Philippine Islands... 6, 315, 489 
eee {82,558 


1, 161,356 
N34, 155 & 80, 89 =—74, 988, 102 


I submit next an estimate made by a well-known firm 


brokers in Boston, who have given very careful attention to the sub- | 


ject, and they also state the importation from each country, &c., with 
the average test in each case, and they make the average on all 90°, or 
within eleven hundredths of the estimate made by Skiddy, Mintord & 
Co., in New York. 











Sugar import into the United States one year to December 31, 182. 
Tons. Degree s, 
QEDB....0....0s000000000 ens 500, 000 92 
British West India Islands.......................0..0....... 24, 000 AS 
French West India Islands.................. 29, 000 SS 
Puerto Rico 35, 000 w 
35,000 ol 
2,000 sO 
12, 000 RT | 
81,000 st 
7,000 of 
75, 000 bas) 
5, OOO Ww 
4, 000 Su 
4.000 SO 
15, 000 57 
833,000 roo 
Portland...... 9,000 
New Orleans............... ... 13, 000 
New Haven....... 4,000 
San Francisco . 1,000 
— 27,000 
Pe GHB oni... cccseccsscersessesces = 860, 000 
Estimated loss by custom-house weight, say, 4) per cent 40, 000 
820,000 


Which is equal to 1,836,800,000 pounds. 
Actual custom-house returns one year to June 30, 1582, 1,799,688,632 pounds 


WILLETT, HAMLIN & CO 
Boston, January 25, 1883. 


I next call attention to an authority which I think will not be ques- 


tioned even by the Senator trom Louisiana [Mr. JoNAs]. I call at- 
tention to the paper which he has read entitled ‘‘ Destruction of the 
sugar industry of Louisiana by the reduction of duty on low-grade sug- 
ars,’’ and signed by ‘‘ John Dymond, Edward J. Gay, H. C. Warmoth, 
and F, M. Ames, committee,’’ in which they say, and I hope the Sen- 
ator from Ohio will give his attention to this, because this committee 


confirms entirely the opinion of the other gentlemen to whom I have 
alluded: 


The Senate bill, beginning at 1} cents, would give but 2 cents per pound av- 
erage duties, and would be the equivalent of the law of 1870, under which we 
experienced such great disaster. 


They admit that 90° is the average saccharine strength of the sugars 


* Average. + Average test 
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imported. This it 
sugar-planters. 
Mr. JONAS. 
Nobody denies it 
Mr. ALDRICH 
is added——— 
Mr. SHERMAN. I do not doubt it at all 
Mr. JONAS. Nobody is disputing that point 
Mr. SHERMAN. 
| that is true. 
Mr. ALDRIC i It is conceded, then 
Mr. SHERMAN. Let me say further that all of the figures an 
| based upon the importations of the last vear and the year before, when 


will be noticed is a statement of a committe 


If the Senator will permit me, | gave those figures 


The 


authority, then, of the Senator from Louisiana 


Nobody disputes that point 1 have 


, 
no doubt 


s 


4 | it is known that the sugars were reduced by foreign matter by processes 


| of refining so as to make a higher grade of sugar, say No. 13, about 8 


or 9 Dutch standard to bring it in at alow rate ot duty 1 do not wish 


to introduce that subject now; but I say that for four or tive years the 
tariff duties have been evaded and avoided The Supreme Court said 
that in a legal way they had been evaded and avoided, so that the 


grades of sugar which would by saccharine strength test No. 13 Dutch 
standard in the old honest way of manufacturing sugar were reduced 
| by an artificial process to Nos. 8, 9, and 10 great body of sugar 
| was imported for a number of years at a grade from 9 to 10; nearly all 
| of it was imported at the grade of 9 or 10 when its saccharin: 
indicated 90°, or the normal grade of No. 13 Dutch standard 
is no difference between us as to that fact. 

Mr. ALDRICH. The statement which I have made, then, as to th 
average test of sugars is conceded by all parties. As to the subsequent 
| distinction now made by the Senator from Ohio, | will say that here 
after we are to consider only saccharine strength, and I do not suppose 
| the Senator from Ohio or any other Senator will say that there have 
| been any frauds on the revenue by changing the saccharine strength ot 
sugar. I do not know of any method by which an importer or a re 





So the 


trengeth 


Chet 





| finer can increase artificially the saccharine strength of sug Phat 
| sugars have been imported at from 7 to 10 which should have paid a 
| duty at above No. 13 [have no doubt. But that question is not now 


before the Senate. 





Mr. SAULSBURY \llow me to ask a question for information 
i 

| The Senator seems to be very intelligent on the subject of sugar, and 

| TI nat { 1] t tl } t ot 

I should like to hear his views upon certain other points. I understand 
1is amendment reduce the amendment o he Senator trom ermon 
l nd t I ! 1 tof thes \ t 
to certain degrees I want first to ask what effect that we | have 
upon the sugar-growing interest of Louisiana, and, second, whether t 
reduction of the rate of duty on the lower grades of sugar would in 

| . . } , 

| any way affect the consumers of sugar; whether it would benetit t! 
consumers of sugar who have to use that which is above No. 13? 


Mr. ALDRICH It the 
those points in due time It 
rine strength of sugar is 


Senator will 


be patient IT shall reac 


being conceded that the av 


h both 
erage Sovc¢ ha- 
90° and that the average duty under the Sen 
ate bill is 2 cents a pound, Senators can see at once, the pi 


ent averuce 
duty being 2.45 cents per pound, just what reduction is made by the 
Senate bill. It is, in other words, from 2.45 cents to ? cents a pound 
| or 45 cents a hundred pounds 
Mr. JONAS, The present duty is 2.48 cent 
> | Mr. ALDRICH wo and forty-five hundredths cents accord ny to 


} the Bureau of Statistics, and [ take their reports in all of my caleula 
tions in regard to weight, &e. . under the Tariff Commission bill 
the average rate of duty on the basis of 90° average would be 2.25 cents 
Their plan provides aduty of 15 cents at 75° and five-hundredths of a 
| cent additional for each additional degree. The reduction would be 
the difference between 2.45 and 2.25 rhis isa matter imple arith 
metic; nothing can be plainer 


Nov 


The erect of proposed changes adopting the method which I have 
pointed out, and which is conceded to be accurate by the gentlemen who 
have spoken on the subject, would be as follow Phe present duties 
collected amount to $46,711,795.14 Under the report of the Tariff 
Commission at an average rate of duty of 2! cent per pound the duty 

| collected would be $43,051,420.24, or a reduction of $3,660,374.90 
The estimate of Mr. Chamberlin is $3,176,000. TI tatement was 
based upon a smaller number of pounds of sugar, being the number 

| of pounds that were returned by the special agent of the Treasury 
Department, varying to some extent from the number of pounds re 
turned by the Bureau of Statistics 

This reduction is about 7 per cent., instead of 21.70, as rept ited by 
the Tariff Commission, and 28.80 stated by the Sen from Ohio 

| Thereduction by the Senate bill is from $46,711,795. 14 to 838, 267,929.10, 
or a reduction of S8,4495,566.04, a reduction of 1% per cent. trom the 
present rat Che luction propo ed by the amendment which I have 

| offered of 1) cents and our-hundredths, which i equivalent to anaver- 
| age of 1.85 cents, or a reduction of sixty-hundredths frem the present 
rate, would be S11 $13,960.13, or a reduction of 24 per ce nt. Oneand 


|} a quarter cents a pound and three hundredths, a proposed by mamend 


ment which I think will be offered by the Senator from Mains | Mr 
FRYE], would make a reduction of $14,.184,055.41, ora reduction of BO 
per cent. 

Mr. KELLOGG. Will the Senator state the ame unt of fhe redu 


tion proposed by the entire bill? 








Mr. ALDRICH. Lam not discussing anything but sugar. If the | 
Senator will allow me, I propose to restrict the discussion so far as I am 
eoncerned to sugar. If the Senator from Louisiana wants to discuss 
the rest of the bill, I have no objection. 

Mr. SHERMAN. ‘The Senator from Rhode Island takes tour-hun- | 
dredths additional instead of tive-hundredths. 

Mr. ALDRICH. | take tour-hundredths, using the same machinery, | 
instead of five-handredths, as proposed by the committee, 

Mr. KELLOGG. For all increased under No. 13? 

Mr. ALDRICH. Another reason why I am in favor of reducing the | 
increase of rate per degree trom five-hundredths to four-hundredths is | 
that five-hundredths does not produce an equitable ad valorem rate | 
upon each of the various grades of sugar that are imported; and to prove 
that I will submit a statement which has been carefully prepared by a 
gentleman familiar with the subject. 

Thisstitement shows the present market values, duty paid, in the New 
York market at the present time of the various grades of raw sugars: 

East India, low grade, 80°, 6 cents 

East India, average, 82°, 6.25 cents 
Brazils, Bahia, 84°, 6.58 cents. 

Brazils, Pernams, 87°, 6.75 cents 
French Islands, average, 86°, 6.62 cents 
Cuba, muscovado, 89°, 7 cents, 

Cuba, centrifugals, 95°, 7.75 cents. 











These values are based upon intrinsic worth of the sugars. A change 
in the tariff will not change their relative values. A reduction in duty 
will merely reduce the market value so much on each. 

I repeat, this valuation represents the intrinsic value of each grade of 
sugars to the refiners for refining purposes. 

This relative difference in values is a constant difference, and would 
remain practically unchanged without regard to the market: value of 
sugar; that is, whether the price was 6 cents or 9 cents per pound. Im- 
porters and refiners estimate the value of each degree of saccharine 
strength in sugar at about one-tenth of a cent. Some estimate it at 
eleven-hundredths of a cent, others at twelve-hundredths of a cent, but 
the usual estimate is about one-tenth of a cent per pound on all grades, | 
and this is conlirmed by the market reports. 

Ii we assume one-tenth of a cent as the average value of a degree of 
saccharine strength we shall adopt such a rate of duty as will bear equi- 
tably on each degree throughout the scale, a rate which will not increase 
or decrease more rapidly than the changes of value of the sugar, but 
Which shall follow them with even pace, a rate which shall show an 
equal ad valorem rate on sugars of all grades. 

It will be noticed that the plan of 1} cents for 75° and three-hun- 
dredths of a cent additional is even a little nearer mathematically 
correct than four-hundredths, the amendment which I have offered; 
but | have felt somewhat instructed by what was understood to be the 
wish of the Senate at its last session that the 25 per cent. additional, 
which was imposed in 1875, should be taken off in any revision of the 
tariff which should take place. 

The effect of the plan of the Finance Committee is as follows: 

Table showing effect of 1\ cents for 75° and five-hundredths of a cent per de- 
gree above: average duty would be 2 cents, a reduction of only forty-five 
hundredths 


& - & 
=o" = bs 
+e es ig 
fa 2 ae 

Duty paid, value would be 2% Eis ¢ 
ae © | ¢s 
Pw Ss | oe 
a) - oS 
Rt - iz 
a - _ 
80° test 5.50 stesiniminais lildeissateaai 150) 4 37.05 
R2° test 5.75 . sen 16 4.15 | 33.5 
B4A° test 5.88. " sige 1.70 | 4.18 | 40.67 
87° test 6.25 lpbnunssnkeveunsestieabsheiebidesentiventiannensinaiel 1.85 | 4.40 42,05 
86° Lest 6.12 ; anda : : ; ssemitipanwesnenal 1,80 | 4.32 | 41.67 
89° test 6.50 : einans pcbansasetetn 1.95 | 4.55 | 42.86 
@° test 7.25 ; sauuaiien ; 2.33 | 5 cis 


The amendment which I have suggested affects these various grades 
as follows: 
Table showing ad valorem principle on values in bond at duty of 1} cents 
for 75° lest and .O4 per degree. Average duty would be 1.85—reduction 
of 60 cents per 100 pounds, or three-fifths of a cent per pound, 


Duty paid, value would be 





Value in bond. 





80° test 5.40 - 1.49 | 3.91 | 38.18 
2° test 5.6) Oe ra 2 a MPP 57 | 4.08 | 38.50 
M4° test 5.78 MES FF ‘ ‘ ont 1.61 | 4,12 | 39,08 
RG test 6.02 bina meaises intditiai Sl : 1.69 | 4.28 | 39,50 
AT Lest 6.15 ; chin nsanedianmdineneeiel 1.73 | 4.37 | 39.59 
ht 640 . : L.S1 |) 4.54 | 39.87 
“5 7.1 2.05 | 5.10 | 40.70 
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I also submit a statement showing the effect of the amendment ty } 
© be 


Table showing ad valorem principle on values in bond at duty of } conte f 
~- - . . or 
75° test and three-hundredths of a cent per degree: average duty yoy),i 1, 


1.70—reduction of seventy-five hundredths of a cent per « 


Me hundrey 
pounds—three-fourths of a cent per pound. sin 


for 


ad va 





in broad 


Duty paid, value would be 


Duty at 
nit 
sretlu 


Value 





ROP test, 5.25 ce eee a ‘ 1.40 YS ¥ 
Se WED, GSO casccnccncssnceses 1.46 | 4.04 14 
.  * een aee ppadeunogeasen 1.52 | 4.10 5 i 
=, _, eee sasennonudaiadiiiiacsennanesbaiens pion 1.61 | 4.39 | 2% 
86° test, 5.87 ......... Sie iiiiaiindeaneaieed seteteheintbeiehiawesharsiaaath 1.58 | 4.29 re 
I EE 1.67 | 4.58 4 
© a Ay Ait ll CRITE NEE I | 1.831 495 


There is another fact which perhaps ought to be taken into consid 
tion. The amendment which I have offered is a little in tayor of the 
low-grade sugars and of the refiners using the low-grade sugars. [y | 
should change my amendment to three-hundredths it would be a litt. 
in favor of the refiners of high-grade sugars. If any advantaze js { 
be given, possibly it ought to be given to the manufacturers and yeti 
ot low-grade sugars. 

Mr. KELLOGG. Why? 

Mr. ALDRICH. They claim to have a more expensive plant and ¢) 
they are obliged to use a larger amount of labor in refining. I d 
know to what extent its consideration should apply; perhaps to 
extent, 

I desire to call the attention of the Senate to the facet that att 
reduction of 24 per cent. proposed by my amendment you still | 
ad valorem duty on the present value in bond in New York of i0 j 
cent. If the value at the place of production was taken instead of 1) 
value at New York, this percentage would be increased to about 42 ) 
cent. 

I repeat that after the reduction which I have suggested th 
planters of Louisiana will be protected to the extent of 42 per cent., a 
higher rate than that accorded to the manufacturing interests of th 
country by the bill which we now have under consideration. The 
sugar-planting interest in Louisiana prospered more than at any other 
time with a duty of 24 per cent. ad valorem. 

Mr. KELLOGG. When was that? 

Mr. ALDRICH. In 1857, 1858, and 1859. 

Mr. KELLOGG. _Lask the Senator ifat any time since the foundation 
of the Government the tariff was so low as it is to-day except under Rob 
ert J. Walker’s schedule? 

Mr. ALDRICH. Certainly it was. 

Mr. KELLOGG. When? 

Mr. ALDRICH. In the tariff of 1857 it was 24 per cent., and unde: 
the Robert J. Walker tariff it was 30 per cent. It was reduced in 
1857. There never was a time when the sugar-planting interest of 
Louisiana was as prosperous as from 1857 until the breaking out of the 
war. 

Mr. KELLOGG. IL ask the Senator if at that time the sugar-planter 
did not use and depend entirely upon slave labor, the kind of labor in 
Cuba that you want to put the freemen of Louisiana against now. In 
Cuba those slaves receive 20 cents a day, as against the $1.25 paid by 
Louisiana planters. 

Mr. ALDRICH. I will place the duty of 42 per cent. ad valorem 
against the duty of 24 per cent. ad valorem at the time to which I have 
alluded. 

Mr. KELLOGG. Then sugar was raised by slave labor entire!) 

Mr. JONAS. If the Senator from Rhode Island will permit me, | 
will state that at that time the great source of profit to the sugar plante) 
as well as any other slave-owner was in the increase of the slaves. Ther 
was very little profit in sugar-planting, but there was a great deal in 
the increase of the slaves. 

Mr. KELLOGG. I may suggest to the Senator that prices are very 
low now, and that makes the ad valorem high, and that must be taken 
into account. 

Mr. ALDRICH. I regret these constant interruptions. [I have been 
endeavoring to hold the floor under rather trying circumstances anid to 
explain a matter which is not very simple. It is rather an intricat 
question, and I hope that I shall be allowed to go on and finish my re 
marks without further interruption. 

Now, I want to say just a word more about the statement of the Sen 
ator from Ohio as to the amount of reduction by the Senate bill. lun 
derstood the Senator to say that the present rate of duty is 56 per cent 
ad valorem. f 

Mr. SHERMAN. The tables show the present rate of duty to be 50, 
per cent. 

Mr. ALDRICH. And that the proposal of the Finance Committee 


was 32? 








1885. 





—_— 


Mr. SHERMAN. Yes. 

Mr. ALDRICH. That is a difference of 24 per cent. 
ice of sugars imported last year was 4.40 cents a pound. 
Mr. SHERMAN. I will give the Senator the exact official figures. 
The present rates of duty on the low grades we are talking about range 
56.69, 58.38, 54.27, and 57.12 percent. I have made an average of 56}. 
The act of 1875 imposed 25 percent. additional on the value of the article, 
which is equivalent to 11} per cent. increase ofduty. Ifyou repeal that 
it would leave the duty 45 percent. If you then take the duty as pro- | 


posed by the Tariff Commission it would be 38} per cent.; if you take 
the ¢ 


The average 
pr 


luty proposed by the Finance Committee it would be 32 per cent. 
Theseare the exact figures asshown by the returnsof the last year or two. 

Mr. ALDRICH. As shown by the Senator’s computation of these 
returns. I think we can determine whether they are correct or not. 
He says in the first place that the present rate is 56 percent. We will 
assume that statement to be correct, and that the committee's report 
would be 32 per cent. duty. That is a difference of 24 per cent. on the 
cost of the sugars. The average cost of sugars last year on which these 
computations are based was 4.40 cents per pound, and 24 per cent. on 
this sum is about 1.10 cents a pound. 

Mr. SHERMAN. The average price of the lower grade of sugars of 
which I speak—I am speaking only of those below No. 13 Dutch stand- 





ard—— 
Mr. ALDRICH. Soam I. 
Mr. SHERMAN. ‘The price was 5.50 cents 
Mr. ALDRICH. I beg the Senator's pardon. 
Mr.SHERMAN. Hereitis. TheSenatorcanlookat it. It is rieht 


before us here. 
Mr. CAMERON, of Pennsylvania. Mr. President, may I say a word ? 
The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr. HAWLEy in the chair Does the 
Senator from Rhode Island yield to an interruption ? 
Mr. ALDRICH. I prefer not to be interrupted. I will put in 
RECORD an official statement from the Bureau of Statistics showing that 
the average price of these sugars was 4.40 cents. It 


+ 
t 


he 


can be found on 


page 64 of the statement No. 26 recently issued by the bureau. Now, | 
I say 24 per cent. of that averoge is 1.1 cents a pound. Let us see 
where we shall reach if this is true. The present average duty is 2.45 


cents. Reducing from 2.45, 1.1 cents a pound brings it down to 1.35 | 
cents per pound, which would make the average saccharine strength 77 
This is sufficient to show the inaccuracy of this statement as the averave 
is conceded by the Senator himself to be in the neighborhood of 90 

Mr.SHERMAN. I only admitted that under the fraudulent devices 
practiced by the importers and refiners they did reduce the grade tor 
importation 

Mr. ALDRICH. But does the Senator pretend to say that the sac- 
charine strength of sugars was changed by these devices ? 

Mr.SHERMAN. No, I do not say that; but the saccharine strength 
of sugar No. 13, which, by the normal mode of manutacture would be 
91, was reduced by them to the grade of sugar whose normal strength 
would be about 78 or 79. 

Mr. ALDRICH. Itstill has the same saccharine strength whether 
the color is 7 or 10 or 13. 

Mr.SHERMAN. Those figures are based on the returns of importa- 
tions. 

Mr. ALDRICH. These tigures are based on the returns of importa- 
tions, and they show the average cost of sugar imported into this coun- 
try last year of 4.4 cents per pound by the statement which I will put 
in the REcorD from the Bureau of Statistics. 

Mr. MORRILL. Mr. President, I shall detain the Senate but a very 
few moments. In dealing with this question, so far as Iam concerned, 
I desire to deal with it as fairly as possible, and I know that there is 
an expectation that there will be a substantial reduction in the rate 
now existing upon sugar. 

So far as the statements of the Senator from Rhode Island are con- 
cerned, he is really entitled to a great deal of credit for the accuracy 
and care with which he has investigated the subject, but if he supposes 
one-tenth of a cent is just the same upon sugar, whether it is high or 
low, he is mistaken. In years of scarcity, whenthe sugar is reduced, 


at 


| 
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Committee on Finance propose 2.65 cents per pound, which will be seen 
to be a reduction of over half a cent a pound on the raw sugars 
__ Then on sugar between 16 and 20 the present rate is 4} cents a pound 
Phe Tariff Commission propose 3}, the Committee on Finance propose 
3.15 cents per pound 

Then above No. 20 Duteh 
Tariff Commission propose 4 


4 standard the sent rate is 5 cents Phe 


pr 


cents; the Finance Committee propose 4 
} cents, 

I will say in relation to these sugars that the will, as a matter of 
necessity, be of very high grades and be retined in this country. There 
are very tew of them lmported, but we have made a greats r reduc tion 
upon the finer sugars than we have on the others. In all cases it is over 


a half cent per pound, and in some a full cent a pound 
Then when it comes to molasses test 
cents a gallon. The Tar 

the Finance Comniittes propose 

agallon. The Taritl! C 

mittee on Financ 
Mr. President, | 

make upon this artic! 
eral very radical and severe 
nll, and there will be in many instances 
what has been perhaps expected, and it str 


( the rite 
Commission propose 55 cents per gallon; 
bee Abov ] W pays LO cents 
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the measure proposed by the Committee on Fina 

I say frankly that I do not wish 
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phia in 1881 only three cargoes were below 80 per cent. and the average 
of the Muscovado sugars, made by the old open ke ttle process, Was SS 
So you can understand that where there might be an apparent line 
tion there isno real reduction, beeause you carry it down to a ve 
| six, or eight or tenand one-half degrees below where any sugars come in 
Mr. INGALLS. Mr. President, the account between the produces 
of Louisiana and the refineries of New York has been very thor lily 
stated. Let us look for a moment at the other column in thi el 





and years of plenty when it is increased, there would be a very sensible 
difference between sugar costing 4 cents or 6. 

Now, I desire merely to call the attention of the Senate to what the 
Committee on Finance propose practically to do, and that isin the first 
place in relation to the sugar of the lowest grade, that is below 75° by 
the polariscope test, that is now at 1{ cents a pound. The Tariff Com- 


mission propose 1} cents, and the Committee on Finance propose 1} for | 


that. Then above that the committee propose an increase at the rate 
of five hundredths of a cent per pound by the polariscope test. As 
I understand it, the larger part of the sugars that come in here test a 
little above 90, some say 91, some say 92 or 93, and some even as high 
as 94, but it is certainly above 90; but placing it at 90, that sugar at 
the present time bears the rate of 2} cents per pound. 
amendment proposed by the Committee on Finance it will be 
per pound. 

Then when you go above 13 and test it by the Dutch standard the 
present rate upon sugars between 13 and 16 Dutch standard is 3.7 
<ents per pound, and what the Tariff Commission propose is 3}. The 


PI 


Under the | 
cents | 








The annual consumption of sugar in this country is about 1,000,000 
tons. Of that amount the production of Louisial l not Dany 
years until the present exceeded 80,000 tor I be lic that m 1870 
down till the last vear the annual value of th ircrop of | Shana 
} was about $12,500,000. The last year on account ot! orable crop it 
| reached the amount of 520,000,000. The it om Rhode Island 

has stated to us in his very elaborate ar ter ! Gof thissub 
| ject, that the amount of duty that paid by t people on the im 
Veartadion in excess of the production { is about 547,000,000 

Theretore we pa din d 1S 327, OOO. ) e than the entire lue of 
the sugar crop of Louisiana; so tl Government could have af 
forded to have purchased at a cash v iluation the entireamount of sugars 
j that was raised in Lou ad dumy to the Gulf of Mexico 
| and had $27,000,000 lett 

Mr. DAVIS, « West Virgen i { tld have h d no yvonue 
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Mr.SHERMAN. TheSenator from Kansas will allow me to say that 
the law of 1875 was purely a revenue measure; it had no connection 
with the subject of protection at all. 

Mr. INGALLS. | understand that; but this duty is now asked upon 
the sole ground that it protects the sugar industry of Louisiana. There 
has been no ground upon which an argument has been advanced except 
upon the fact that here was an industry confined to a single State that 
required to be protected. 

Mr. MORRILL. IL beg the Senator’s pardon. I insisted that we 
could hardly spare the revenue; that we could not make any further 
reduction of revenue than what had been proposed. 

Mr. INGALLS. The Senator himself did not claim that this was a 
fiscal duty. It is nota tariff forrevenueonly. That wasan incidental 
remark made by him apologetically after the contest that had arisen 
between him and the Senator from Rhode Island as to the comparative 
merits of the two schemes proposed by these two Senators. Now, it 
appears to me that the speech which has been made by the Senator from 
Rhode Island is the strongest free-trade speech that I have heard made 
in the Senate on either side during this debate. The Senator from Ver- 
mont stated that he also desired to protect the growing industry in the 
manufacture of sugar from the sorghum-cane. That is undoubtedly a 
consideration. The question of the manufacture of sugar from the sor- 
ghum-cane is no longer experimental; but during the last year, as a 
result of all the experiments that had been tried and all the money that 
had been expended, there was produced from sorghum about 13,000,000 
gallons of molasses, a little in excess of half a million pounds of sugar, 
ami that in the face of a consumption of more than 90 per cent. above 
all that conld be produced either from the sugar-cane or from the sugar- 
beet or from the sorghum. 

I believe that this whole subject in the aspect in which it has been 
presented is one that can not be maintained upon any theory of reason- 
able protection or of fiscal imposition, and while I shall vote for a rea- 
sonable duty upon sugar in compliance with the request of the Senators 
from that State, I desire to say that in my opinion as a financial prop- 
osition the Government could much better afford to put sugar upon the 
free-list and offer a bounty, if a bounty must be offered, so much for 
every hogshead or ton of sugar that shall be produced and every gallon 
of molasses, 

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr. HAWLEY inthe chair). The ques- 
tion is on the amendment of the Senator from Rhode Island [Mr. AL- 
DRICH ]. 

Mr. KELLOGG 
ment is? 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. It will be read. 

The ACTING SECRETARY. In line 11 of the proposed amendment ot 
the Committee on Finance it is proposed to strike out ‘‘five’’ and in- 
sert ‘‘four;’’ so as to read *‘ four one-hundredths of a cent per pound 
additional.’’ 

Mr. KELLOGG addressed the Senate. [See Appendix. ] 

Mr. MCPHERSON. What is the question now before the Senate? 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Upon the first of the series of amend- 
ments offered by the Senator from Rhode Island [Mr. ALDRICH]. 

Mr. MCPHERSON. The Senator from Rhode Island proposes to 
amend the amendment offered by the Senator from Vermont [Mr. Mor- 
RILL]. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Precisely. 

Mr. MCPHERSON, I wish to say that when that amendment is com- 
pleted in a manner satisfactory to both those Senators and to the Sen- 
ate, such of them as vote upon it, I then shall move to substitute my 
amendment for it, which is simply to restore the schedule as prepared 
by the Tariff Commission, which is neither so highas to be prohibitory 
nor so low as to prevent production. It seems to me that is the only 
fair and reasonable explanation of this whole matter that we have. I 
shall ask when the amendment is prepared and ready, to have my amend- 
ment substituted in lieu of it, 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The question is on agreeing to the 
amendment of the Senator from Rhode Island to the amendment of the 
Senator from Vermont. 

Mr. ALDRICH. TI ask for the yeas and nays. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 

Mr. GEORGE, I desire toask the Senator from Rhode Island a ques- 
tion. Does his amendment reduce the duty on sugar as proposed by 
the committee? 

Mr. ALDRICH. It reduces it just about $3,000,000. 

Mr. FRYE. And leaves the duty how much ad valorem ? 

Mr. ALDRICH. And leave the duty 40 per cent. ad valorem tariff. 

Mr. GEORGE. _ I desire to say simply that I do not know anything 
about polariscopic tests, but Iam in favor of cheap sugar; Iam in favor 


I should like to inquire what the pending amend- 


of reducing the duty on sugar, and I shall vote for every amendment | 
' 


offered which reduces the duties on sugar. 
Mr. FRYE, 


a few words. Iam in favor of the amendment offered by the Senator 


irom Rhode Island, but in favor more of an amendment which I pro- 
pose to offer to that one when it shall be in order making the rate 1.25 
cents per pound and three-hundredths of a cent additional for polariscopic 


Mr. President, before the question is put I desire to say | 





degrees. That the Senator from Rhode Island himself stated was ,... 
fectly fair and is according to a truer ad valorem. It is over aah “3 
cent. ad valorem too, a heavier duty ad valorem than there jx 
machinery levied in this bill to-day and there is none on the ray 
terial at all; while here the sugar itself is a raw material. 
Mr. President, there are three parties to this controversy, the people 
the Government, and the planter. siti 
Mr. KELLOGG. And the refiner. 
Mr. FRYE. No; the refiner does not care anything about it. [ hay, 
not seen one that does care about the duties. 7 
First, as to the people. I made some inquiries, and I was very my h 
surprised to learn what proportion ef cost sugar isin a family. | 4, 
not believe one Senator out of ten can guess what the sugar costs in pro. 
portion to bread. Bread is the staff of life. Everybody uses it, every. 
body must use it. Does the Senator from Texas [ Mr. COKE] suppose 
that the bread in his family costs him more than his sugar? It does 
not. His sugar costs more than his bread. The best place in the wor\q 
to find out about that is to go into a factory boarding-house, for t}. 
factory boarding-house keepers keep exactly the expense of everythin. 
that goes into the house and exactly the cost of everything that goes out. 
Furthermore, the factory boarding-house keeper does not waste any 
sugar. He does not have the cake that the Senator from Texas has j)) 
his family. He lives plainly, lives well; but he wastes no sugar. | 
submit the following statement from my city: 
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mha- 
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» £ a . eS 
eo | “4 S 4 
Boarding-houses. |} ©2 | of pa 5 
| Fs] S ° e = $v © 
| pS | = a |aa% 
| A | & > |p 
SEE OL TI rt | $4 75 $265 6 
Susan Rice..... 16) 450 36 42 
John Yeaton 12| 450 28 4 
R. A. Wing ........ 65 | 275 108 109 
Cottle & Ginn... 58 | 300 180 20K 
Sari mnie 50 | 250 108 7 
I Ic chicstas-diisndptiustalieae-antaiasncaynvedsteuieacnenwaiions 60 | 250 132 4 
L. C, Dunham. 100 |) 300 216 4 
Totals. ee | 


$72 | *3 433 
* Average price of board. 

Mr. MORGAN. I notice an article in the Princeton Review, writtc: 
by Mr. David A. Wells, ia the November number, 1880. He puts down 
the consumption of sugar as follows: 

In respect to per capita consumption of sugar, Great Britain, however, leads 
and for the year 1877 retained for home consumption, out of the total sugar by 
her imported, an amount equivalent to 64.9 pounds for each man, woman, and 
child of her population; while in the United States the present annual consum) 
tion is probably about 38 pounds per capita. 

Mr. FRYE. I was simply showing that we pay more for our star, 
every man, woman, and child in this country, than we pay for flour 

Mr. JONAS. Does the Senator from Maine expect us to regard the 
statistics of his town, a factory town, as applying to the whole country? 

Mr. FRYE. I take the statistics of a factory town, of boarding-house 
keepers, where the board is from $2.50 to $4 a week, as affording a crite- 
rion of economy as close and careful as can be found in the country. 

Mr. JONAS. The Senator would have to give us the bill of fare in 
the boarding-houses, so that we could know how they live and what 
they eat. 

Mr. FRYE. I want to go one step further and talk about the plant- 
ers & moment, the suffering planters. It was stated in the testimony 
before the Committee on Ways and Means last year— 

In many parishes in Louisiana sugar plantations readily produce more than 4 
ton of sugar to the acre, besides molasses; in the crop year 1877-’78 there are re- 
ported products per acre from Louisiana sugar plantations as follows: 5,000 
pounds, 2,860 pounds, 2,855 pounds, 2,700 pounds, 2,634 pounds, 2,650 pounds 

And so on. 

Total cost of cane, planting, and cultivating fifty acres— 


As given by M. Schlatre, an authority in Louisiana— 





Total cost of cane, planting, and cultivating fifty acres..........................£2,415 © 
Expenses to convert thescane into one hundred hogsheads sugar............ 5,000 00 

5,413 50 
Cost per acre when producing two hogsheads sugar 108 27 


Yield of fifty acres of cane in sugar and molasses; one hundred hogs- 





heads sugar (1,100 pounds to the sageneed), at 8 cents per pound..... . 8,800 00 
One hundred and fifty hogsheads mo s, at $18 per hogshead............ 2,700 
|” | SSeS iy RE ee spoakebign eateveneseduienboieedeoweees 300 00 

Toth Wakes OF BORDA... o2.c.c0.reeserecsnceorescoccceces cnc socesscsnonseseosvecs Sirens 11, 800 00 
Total coat of Production. .............cccesse.eseessesescsees . 5,415 0 


Net profit from fifty acres 
Cost per acre, $108.27; yield per acre, $236; net profit per acre ..............- 


Mr. SAULSBURY. Allow me now to make a remark in reference to 
the person who made that statement. 
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Mr. FRYE. Certainly. be fixed. It could be determined by valuation by the Department 
Mr. SAULSBURY. Some years ago I visited a sugar plantation | either before or after the duty was laid. 
pelow New Orleans and I inquired of the gentleman in charge, who Mr. FRYE. Now, can the Senator understand this: Here is No. 7 
was the administrator of the former owner ot the plantation, the cost | and it pays so much; here is one degree above No. 7 which stretches it 
of running his plantation. — He told me that his machinery cost him | up to No. 10, and one degree makes it, instead of No. 7, No. 10. The 
about $75,000 and it cost him $30,000 to run his plantation, and he had difference in duty between 7 and 10 is about 31 cents perhundred. That 
to run it because there was no person he could rent it to capable or able | is, the polariscope in the hands of anybody jumping one single degree 
torunit. I asked him the profit, for he wasthenengaged in the manu- | changes the duty on the product 1 cents; but on the ad valorem princi 
fctureofsugar. Iasked him the result of his crop, and he told meabout | ple, if we simply tind the saccharine strength all the importer would 
$44,000. The expenses of his labor, &c., being $30,000, he was lett be obliged to pay for would be the exact saccharine strength 
the difference between $30,000 and $44,000 as the profit upon a planta- Mr. MCPHERSON. I understand the Senator’s reason, but at the 
tion which had sold a few years before for $350,000. same time I do not understand the utility of it. I do understand the 
Mr. FRYE. Well, Mr. President, I am giving what was testified to | purpose of changing the bill trom a specific toan ad valorem duty even 
before our committee, $127 profit toan acre. The average profit in this | under his own explanation; but Ido not see whe 
country for cultivated acres is not $40 to the acre. This is the testi- | be gained by it to anybody. 
mony given by Henry A. Brown. Mr. FRYE. I can not explain that to the satistuetion of a Senator 
Mr. JONAS. A representative of the refining interest. who adopts and believes in the report made by the Tariff Commission 
Mr. FRYE. He did not represent any refining interest that I ever | on this sugar schedule; but if the Senator had been here the other day 
heard of. I think he represented the Treasury Department at the time | and had heard the Senator from Kentucky [Mr. Beck] read the letters 
when he was giving the testimony. written by one of the members of the Tarit¥ Commission trom Louis 
Mr. MORGAN. Farmers do not make over $10 an acre generally. iana having in charge the whole sugar schedule he would not have then 
Mr. FRYE. Hereis a profit tothe Louisiana farmer of $127 an acre, | so much confidence in the report of the Tariff Commission on sucar a 
while the people paying the tax really pay 10 per cent. more on the | he has now. 





y 


re any advantage is to 


sugar than they do for the bread they eat. It strikes me that some Mr. JONAS. Does the Senator know that Mr. Kenner had in chare 
slight consideration should be given to that party to the suit. the whole sugar schedule in the Tariff Commission ? 

Now, I come to the question, so far as the Government is concerned. Mr. FRYE. I will not say how I know it. 
It put on 25 per cent. in 1875 merely, as the law itself reads, to meet Mr. JONAS. Then I take it the Senator does not know it. I take 





an exigency in the Treasury. That exigency did not last six months, | it for granted that Mr. Kenner did not have charge of any schedul 

and that 25 per cent. should have been repealed at the end of six months, | which belonged to the whole commission 

but it is standing there unrepealed to-day. | Mr. McPILERSON I contess, being necessarily absent trom the Sen 
Now, sir, I believe that 35 per cent. is enough protection for any in- | ate for several days, that many things m iy have transpired here ot 

dustry in the United States where nothing but labor is protected against. | which I know nothing. The 

To that I would add protection to an extent equivalent to the duty on | any member of the Tariff Co 

the raw material. This is labor alone, and in my judgment 35 per | news tome. [ have heard of lettes 


fact of any letters having been written by 
mission about this subject is certain! 


imly 


s, but not on this subject 


cent. is ample; but if that is not ample as against labor, then the cli- Mr. KELLOGG Po the marks of the Senator trom Maine, de 

mate itself is against us, nature is against us, and we might as well | livered so vehemently, in regard to the amount per capita paid by the 
give it up first as last. people of this country 

I propose after this amendment has been acted upon, and it is in order, Mr. FRYE. 1 did not say a word about per capi 

to offer an amendment reducing this duty to 38 percent. I am willing Mr. KELLOGG ife spoke of the cost of sugar to every individual 
to accept the polariscope with 1.25 centsand three-hundredths addition. | being more than that of his 1] The fact is that the great value ot 
While I know that the polariscope is harsh and cruel to an honest im- | sugar consumed in this country of foreign importation is little less than 
porter or an honest refiner, while I know it works injustice, while | | $100,000,000, and it is about 820,000,000 or $25,000,000 for thi crop of 


know the Senate of the United States last session decided against its | Louisiana ortheamount producedin Louisiana. Take that $125,000,000 


use, yet under the polariscope to-day one single degree may make a | and divide it by the 50,000,000 population of this country, and you will 
difference of*31 cents duty on $100 and change profit to loss; but under | get the amount percapita. It would be between $2 and 83 a head 
this bill it can make a difference of only 5 cents at the committee's bill, The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr. Antiony in the chai: Phi 
only 4 cents at the amendment of the Senator from Rhode Island, and | question is on the amendment of the Senator from Rhode Island [M1 
only 3 cents at my amendment. ‘Therefore the polariscope is not so | ALpricit] to the amendment of the Senator from Vermont { Mr. Mor 
full of danger to the refiner as it was when made a law by the Secre- | ri], upon which the yeas and nays have been ordered 


tary of the Treasury, as 30 or 31 cents jumped from a degree or from Mr. ALLISON. Ido not wish to debate this question, but I want 
color standard to color standard 7 to 10 and 10 to 13. Iam willing to | to understand thorouvlily ¢! 


proposition of the Senator from Rhoads 
consent to the use of the polariscope at the 1.25 cents a pound and three- | Island. The committee’s report proposes a minimum duty of 1! cents 
hundredths additional on every degree from 75 up, though no such de- | a pound on the polariscope test of 75° and then five-hundredths of a 
gree as 75is imported | cent on each degree running up above that Now, if five cents on 


But if this amendment shall be rejected I then propose to offer an | the hundred pounds is the proper relation between the 1} cents at 75 
amendment providing for an ad valorem tariff of 25 per cent. on raw | that is what we should vote for. ‘Chat will depend, as I understand it 
sugars, 35 per cent. on refined sugars, and 20 per cent. on molasses. There | upon the question of the average price of sugar on the ascending scale; 
is no earthly difficulty in collecting that duty. There are no frauds | as, for example, if a sugar testing 80° polariscope is oné price, what is 
then on the Treasury. Every man knows what the duty is, and the | the increase of price of a sugar testing 81°? Lask any Senator who i 
Senate can see to-day that noSenator knows what the reduction is under | familiar with the details of this question to tell me 
the proposed bill before the Senate, one asserting five millions, another | Mr. ALDRICH. It is almost universally conceded, I think quite so 


. e hae : saa2 * y | oan . 
eight millions, another sixteen millions on the same reduction. Noman | that the difference is one-tenth of a cent per pound 


knows what the ad valorem rate is under this bill, one asserting one Mr. ALLISON. Very well. Now, at the rate of 1) cents a pound 

thing, another another, another another; but under the ad valorem tariff | what is the ad valorem duty upon the price of sugar testing 75 

every man in the country outside of the Senate as well asin itknows! Mr. ALDRICH. As I said, there is no sugar testing 75 

just what the reduction in duty has been, knows just exactly what is Mr. ALLISON. Take 89 

to be collected, knows just what the Government will get, and knows Mr. ALDRICH. Under my amendment the erage duty is about 

just what the Government will lose. 10 per cent. ad valorem upon the price in New York, equal to about d2 
Mr. MCPHERSON. How do you apply the ad valorem? per cent. on the foreign valuation. 


Mr. FRYE. I understand that the value of sugar determined by | Mr. ALLISON. If that be true, then, four-hundredths it seems to 
saccharine strength is to-day just as well settled as the value of a lump | me is nearer than five-hundredths, because [ find in looking at the 
of coal. | Tariff Commission report a scale that the Senator from New Jersey 


Mr. MCPHERSON. When you determine it by the polariscope? says he intends to propose, that they begin with a cent and a half and 
Mr. FRYE. When a cargo of sugar was brought in under an ad | then run five-hundredths. If that was the correct scale at 1} cents, 


valorem tariff, I would let the Treasury Department find out what was | it seems to me some other scale ought to he adopted when we accept a 
the value of that cargo, how much saccharine strength that sugar had, | minimum of 1}. Otherwise there will be an inducement— how much 
i any way it pleased, by the polariscope, by chemistry, or in any other | of an inducement [ do not know—to import sugars at one scale of the 
way, simply finding out what the degree of saccharine strength was; and | polariscope rather than anothe: Am I right in that? 
the moment they find that out they could tell the price of that sugar} Mr. ALDRICH. I think the Senator is entirely right 

upon the saccharine strength in every market in the wide world without | Mr. ALLISON. So that it seems to me that if we begin at 1) w 
the slightest mistake. 


should favor a different rate of duty upon the ascending seale of the 
Mr. McPHERSON. I can see, then, no particular difference there polariscope than we should if we commenced at 1 I ama little con 


$ween a specific tariff and an ad valorem, provided the same regu- | fused by the statement made by the Senator from Maine (Mr. Fryr} 
lations, and the same system be adopted to enable the Treasury Depart- | wherein he says that three-hundredths is the true test as between the ad 
ment to ascertain how the duty should be fixed and how much should | valorem at 1} and the ascending scale up to No. 13 
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Mr. SHERMAN. I think the refiner would a great deal rather have 
one-tenth of 1 per cent. so that he would get all up to No, 13 at the 
very lowest possible rate of duty. 

Mr. ALDRICH. ‘The only letter which I have received from a re- 
finer was a letter which I think was shown to the Senator from Ohio 
and now in the possession of the Senator from Pennsylvania, in which 
he was very strenuous to have five-hundredths of a cent advance. I 
saw that letter from a refiner in Philadelphia, and I suppose the Sena- 
tor from Ohio saw it. 

Mr. ALLISON. The Senator from Ohio is more familiar with this 
than I am, and I ask him is the matter of five-hundredths as related to 
four-hundredths a matter that affects the importation, or is it simply a 
rate which the refiner must pay whatever the scale is on the polari- 
scope? In other words, should we not fix a proper relation between 1} 
cents a pound and the ascending scale of the polariscope, whether it be 
five-hundredths or four-hundredths. 

Mr. SHERMAN. As I understand, No. 13 is the dividing line be- 
tween refined sugar and unrefined sugar. I know nothing about the 
details of this matter except as I gather them from what I learn by ex- 
perience; and as I understand the refiner is naturally interested in 


having the duty on all sugars below No. 13 Dutch standard as low as | 


possible, so that he may purchase them cheaply; they do not enter into 
common consumption, 
as low as possible on all under No. 13, and to have it as high as pos- 
sible on all sugars above No, 13; and as four-hundredths of a cent per 
degree is less than five-hundredths his interests would naturally be in 
favor of it on the lower grades. But I take it when we appointed a 
commission and they have agreed and reported to us the rate of five- 
hundredths, that must be about the increased value of the sugar as it 
advances according to the degrees of the polariscope. 

Mr. ALLISON, But it is the report of the commission which con- 
fuses me, because they have fixed on 14 cents a pound as the minimum 
and then they have the ascending scale of five-hundredths of a cent. 

Mr. SHERMAN. Whether on the lower grades the duty shall com- 
mence at 1} or 1) cents is a question that has no relation to and no con- 
nection with the scale of advance. 

Mr. ALLISON. Then why not make it six-hundredths? 

Mr. SHERMAN. Because that may be too great. 

Mr. ALLISON. Then there is some relation. 

Mr. SHERMAN. On this question I have no knowledge whatever, 
and I can not gainsay the statement made by the Senator from Rhode 
Island that 10 centson the hundred is about the difference in the value 
of sugar by the degree of the polariscope. I do not know anything 
about that. He spoke of its being 10, 11, or 12. I should think that 
might be easily ascertained by application to the Treasury Department 
or by reference to the market value of the sugar as shown by the prices- 
enrrent. 

Mr. MORRILL. 


It does not make any difference whether you be- 
gin at 75 or not. 


Mr. SHERMAN. That does not make any difference. 
Mr. ALDRICH. The Senator from Ohio will see at once that if 
sugar was worth 3 cents per pound and the rate of duty was 1} cents 


it would be 50 per cent. ad valorem; if it was 1} it would be a trifle 
over 40 per cent. ad valorem. The same scale ought to hold all the way 
through. 

Mr. ALLISON. That is what I am trying to understand. 

Mr. ALDRICH. That seems very simple to me. 

Mr. ALLISON. Why want to put in No. 90 polariscope test at the 
same rate of duty as 80 polariscope test? 

Mr. FRYE. Does not 1.25 cents and three-hundredths per degree 
come nearer to that than any other figures? 

Mr. ALDRICH. A trifle nearer by a mathematical demonstration; 
but I explained that before. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The question is on the amendment 
of the Senator from Rhode Island [Mr. ALDriIcH] to the amendment 
of the Senator from Vermont [Mr. MorrILu]. 

Mr. MORGAN. Let that amendment be reported. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. — It will be read. 

The ACTING SECRETARY. In line 11 of the amendment it is moved 
to strike out “‘ five’’ and insert ‘‘four;’’ so as to read: 

All sugars not above No. 13 Dutch standard in color, all tank bottoms, sirups 
of cane-juice or of beet-juice, melada, concentrated melada, concrete and con- 
centrated molasses, testing by the polariscope not above 75°, shall pay a duty of 
1.25 cents per pound, and for every additional degree or fraction of a degree 
shown by the polariscopie test they shall pay four-hundredths of a cent per 
pound additional, 

Mr. MORGAN, ‘I should like to know what I have to vote upon 
here, as well as I can according to my feeble capacity. It is very late 
at night to get at an understanding of anything so obscure and intri- 
cate as the polariscope test appears tome. The polariscope test, it seems, 
is to be applied to the ascertainment of the saccharine strength of sugar 
in connection with the Dutch standard. The Dutch standard has been 
denounced by the Senator from Ohio [Mr. SHERMAN], no doubt justly, 
as being the best agency for the perpetration of fraud ever invented in 
connection with any tariff for the collection of customs. 
agency for the perpetration of fraud, however, is to be retained, and it 


His natural interest is to have the rate of duty | 








That valuable | 


| in connection with it’ 


is now to be patched out, it appears, by the addition to it of 
scope. 

Now, sir, if there is any Senator on the other side of the « hambe 
who can get up in this body and describe what I have never see, con 
what I dare say not one Senator in every fifteen in the body hes eve 
seen, a polariscope, so as to give us the exact means by which 4 oy 
derful and delicate instrument discovers the precise saccharine st; 
of sugar and molasses, I should be very much obliged to him ty 
sort of information. It is necessary, so far as I am concerned. 
should know something about it before I vote upon it, for 1 know not) 
ing at all about it but what 1 have heard from Senators. I know th»: 
the law excuses no man’s ignorance even upon a question of this kind 
but [must make a confession of ignorance upon this subject, and in doin, 
so I am for once in the Senate in a very large majority. I revel jy the 
thought that I am in a majority on this occasion, for I do not belie, 
that there is a Senator on this floor, not even excepting the honor,)), 
Senator from Rhode Island 

Mr. ALDRICH. Ihave aletter here from Professor Henry, late presi 
dent of the Smithsonian Institution, on the subject, explaining yer, 
carefully the details, which I will give the Senator with pleasure 4, 
read. 

Mr. MORGAN. Are there diagrams attached to it, so that I sha)) 
know what it looks like? 

Mr. MORRILL. It could not be demonstrated unless we had th 
instrument here. 

Mr. MORGAN. I supposed we were compelled to have the instry 
ment in order to understand it. I had no idea that the reading of the 
letter would convey to me any accurate information about it unless | 
had something to look at. Do I understand, if the Senator trom Ihod, 
Island will allow me a further exposition of my ignorance about jt 
that it is an instrument that has first to be adjusted by bringing two 
hemispheres to a focus. Am I right about that? It is done by a litt) 
screw nicely adjusted. The man looks into it, and he ascertains }y 
screwing the machine around exactly when he gets it on a balance, an: 
then there is another part of that instrument that records the amount 
of the saccharine strength corresponding. That is the idea,is it? | 
am approaching it. 

Now, Mr. President, I want to know when this honorable and ahi 
and excellent gentleman who manages the polariscope happens to mak 
a mistake, either because a ten-dollar bill is given him and put into tly 
wrong side of his pantaloons pocket, purposely or otherwise, or w] 
he happens to make a mistake through color-blindness or from igno 
rance, or from the nervousness of his finger when he is testing this Jit 
tle screw in order to get the hemispheres into a focus—I want to know 
what machinery has been devised in this bill or by the advocates of th: 
polariscope whereby this man’s infirmities may be provided for. Whois 
to watch the polariscope man while he watches the machine and tly 
machine makes a register of the saccharine strength of the si 
molasses ? 

It seems to me that if you want to find opportunities for introducing 
fraud into the saccharine value or the intrinsic value of sirups or su 
gars you cannot get a better machine than that which has been « 
scribed, which is stated in this letter which has not as yet been read 
and which I will have read in order that the world may be informed of 
Professor Henry’s opinion of the polariscope, what it is, and what it con 
sists of. 

Now we have the Dutch standard which the Senator from Ohio has 
condemned on every occasion here as being utterly fraudulent. The 
Senator from Ohio was so offended with the Dutch standard that, not 
withstanding the law put it down positively in the statute that that 
should be the test of the value of sugars and molasses imported into this 
country, while he was Secretary of the Treasury he violated that law 
and set itaside. The Senator shakes his head, by which I suppose he 
means that the Supreme Court violated the law in deciding that he was 
wrong about it. That color test I understand was set aside and the 
polariscope test was substituted by the honorable Secretary of the Treas 
ury, and thereupon the merchants complained that they had had to pay 


a pol ir] 


ength 
r that 
that | 





| according to the polariscope test large sums of duties which they other 


wise would not have had to pay. Thereupon they sued the Government 
of the United States and got judgment in millions of dollars for rec!ama 
tions against the Treasury Department, besides costs and legal expen 
I suppose, for the strong, earnest, and no doubt faithful and honest con 

demnation which the honorable Secretary felt bound to give in his judg 

ment as an officer upon the Dutch standard test. 

If it is worthy of the condemnation which the Senator trom (lio 
thinks it is worthy of, then it ought never to have a place in this bill 
it ought not to be allowed to come in here asa possible instruments!it) 
of fraud. There is no use of putting the Dutch standard test in here 
when the Dutch standard test is simply one that may be evaded by the 
coloring or discoloring of sugar when passing through the evaporation 
pan by mixing it with dark molasses or any other similar substance: 
Where is the use of loading this bill and loading the revenues of this 
country with a test that is abominably fraudulent ? 

But how do you help the Dutch standard by putting the polariscope 
The Dutch standard failed when you under- 
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took to apply that test, and the most that the polariscope could do, I 
suppose, would be, first, to ascertain the saccharine value of the sugar 
and then correct the errors of the Dutch standard. That is putting 
more upon the polariscope than I think it ought to bear. You ought 
to give the polariscope a fair chance to perform its own functions in the 
way that its inventor designed that it should. 

Mr. President, if there was ever a system of revenue collection that 
was exposed to all manner of fraud it seems to be this which is cou- 
trived in this bill. 
tariff standard, which worked so well and about which people had so 
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aut by the (¢ haplain, 


| Fr. D. Power 


Now, why not after all come down to the old Walker | 


| - 
| reported back with a thavorabk 


little complaint to make, by a 30 per cent. ad valorem duty, and go on to | 


collect the revenue upon these goods upon the hypothesis that there are 
left some honest men in commerce? When I was a boy my fatherand 
the members of his family were merchants. They were men who in that 


day and time were connected with the mercantile community in this | 


country; and it was the boast of every merchant in the land that there 
was an elevation about mercantile honor that was scarcely approximated 
by the honor of any other profession whatsoever. In that day and time 
a merchant was a man of faith, a man of integrity and uprightness, and 
his word was taken the world over for what he said; his word was said 


to be ‘‘as good as his bond,’’ and his werd was as good as his oath. | 


Now, I expect that in Boston, Philadelphia, Baltimore, New York, Chi 
eago, Saint Louis, Cincinnati, and all the great commercial centers ot 


this country there are to-day to be found large numbers of men, indeed | 


the great majority, who are just as honorable as they were ever before. 
They are the sons of honorable men, and their mercantile profession r 
quires of them that they shall maintain honor and integrity in all thei 
dealings and transactions. 

Now, we have statutes which have stood upon the statute-books and 
borne the test of time and scrutiny tor year after year, to provide a 
frauds upon the revenue through the ad valorem system. Ourstatutes 
need no amendment; the laws appear to be as perfect as haman wisdom 
can devise in respect of the exclusion of all opportunity for fraud under 
the ad valorem system. Menswear to theirinvoices; the consuls certits 
to them; and when there is any distrust cast upon an invoice you have 
got inspecting officers; or, if you do not like that, take the French sys- 
tem of arbitration. Let the board of trade of New York, 
appoint a number of arbitrators. 

Mr. INGALLS. A eivil-service commission ? 

Mr. MORGAN. That is a proper sort of civil service for the promo- 
tion and propagation of honesty in places where it was suspected that 
it already existed. 

Now, take a board of arbitration as they do in France, appointed by 
the board of trade in the city of New York, of the most eminent mer- 
chants they have got, and when the importer has a question raised with 
him by the custom-house officer, let him select his arbitrator out of that 
number; let the Government select its arbitrator also, and let them go 
and value or revalue the invoice of goods, where fraud is suspected, 
and then if they can not agree let them select an umpire, and let the 
three together settle the question. That is the French system. 

Mr. President, does not a system of that kind furnish absolute secur- 
ity, or at least a more perfect security than a polariscope and a Dutch 


cainst 


for inst 


nce, 


standard combined for the value of a cargo of sugar that is imported | 


from Cuba? You have got every guarantee there, and if we adopt the ad 
valorem standard we shall get rid of all this quarrel and bicker between 
the refiners and the producers. Then the refiners will not want sugars 
below No. 13 Dutch standard taxed at such a rate, and above No. 13 at 
such a rate, and then we shall not find that the producer is in conflict 
with the refiner, as we find to-night in respect of how the tariff ought 
to be levied. If I have got to follow anybody in his claims in this case 
as to what the tax should be above 13 and what it should be below 13 | 
will go with the producer, not with the man who takes the article after 
it is produced and manufactures it merely for profit or for gain. 

We have got another crowd to contend with about this. We have got 
the glucose manufactures. Glucose-men can make an article that tastes 
as sweet to the tongue as sugar or molasses perhaps, but does not pos- 
sess its saccharine qualities, for 2 or 3 cents a pound cheaper than you 
ean possibly make sugar of the same grade. Glucose is used for the pur- 
pose of putting a high color upon sugar and to improve the color of mo- 
lasses and sirup. There is an article that is made out of potatoes, out 
of corn and starch, by an admixture of sulphuric acid. That is the com- 
mon process. There may be some other processes; there are a great va- 
riety of processes by which it is made. That is the article which is now 


| dangerous, irregular, and uncertain, be« 


The Journal of vesterday’s proceedings was read and approved 
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RUDOLPIL LESCHOT 
Ir. YOUNG, by unanimous consent, from the Committee on Patents 
bill (H. R. 7194 


to the heirs of Rudolph Leschot, de 


referred to the ¢ 


' recommendation the 
tor the extension of lett nt 


ceased: which wa 
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S ommittee of the Whole House on 
the Private Calendar, and the accompanying r port ordered to be printed 
PURCHASE OF STEAM-LAUNCHES 

Mr. REAGAN L ask unanimous consent to t from the Speaker's 
table for present consideration the joint resolution (S 1°26 providing 
for the pure hase of steam-launches for us i vw | iors of Galveston, 
Te Xus, and Mobile, Alabama Lv the etor7t \u af ist an appro 
priation of $16,060 was madi 

‘he SPEAKER. The joint resolution w ’ ud vhich ob 
jections, if any, will be in orde 

The joint resolution was read 

Mr. REAGAN. If the House wiil al , . 
tion 

The SPEAKER Is there objection to the } 
the joint resolution ? 

Mr. VAN VOORILIS 1 object 

=. * PROST AND G 

Mr. CALKINS, by unanimous consent, introduced a bill H. 1 i 
for the relief of R. Graham Frost and Gustavus Sessinghaus } ’ 
read 2 first and second time, referred to the Cor tt | 
and ordered t pl ed 

IMPI NT \ KI 

Mr. ROSECRANS.  Lask um ‘ nt to prese \ it 
resolution of the senate and assembly of the State of Californiain refer 
ence to the improvement of ble portion of Napa River, that 
it may be printed in the Recorp and referred to the Committee on 
Commerce 

There being no objection, the concurrent resolution was reterred , 
the Committee on Commerce, and was ordered to b pl | t] 
RECORD. It is as follow 
Senate concurrent resolution No. 4, relative to reque : ( ss tome ’ 

appropriation for the improve tof the navigable por Napa | 
from the head of navigation at Napa City to Mare Island 

Whereas a large an: rowing commerce now exists betwe Napa Cit ind 
adjacent country, inel ng the principal mining, agri and « 
interests of Lake County, and San Franciseo, the commercial 1 of t 
State; and 

Whereas the said interests are dependent upon the navigat of Napa River 
to secure cheap, safe, and regular transportation of all kinds of mineral, vini 
cultural, and agricultural products of said sections, and of all kinds of mer 
chandise between the said city of San Francisco and said country, and asa means 
of securing competition in the rates of freight with the great railroad system of 
California; and ; 

Whereas the navigation of said river, betweenthe head of navigation thers 


Mare Island 


ause ofsnags, bars of sediment, and other 


at Napa City, in Napa County, and in Solano County, is now 
obstructions existing therein 

Resolved by the senate (the assembly concurring), That the Senators and Represent 
atives of the State of California in the Congress of the United States be, and 
they are hereby, requested to use all honorable means to procure an appropria 
tion from the Congress of the United States of the sum of 220,000 to be expended 
in the proper dredging and removal of sediment, snags, and other obstruction 
from the said Napa River, and for straightening the channel of said river and 
making the same safe and susceptible of easy navigation from a point in said 
river opposite the Vernon Mills, at Napa City, to Mare Island, opposite Va 


| in Solano County 


used by brewers in this country, and they actually, instead of making | 
their beer with malt, make it of glucose, until a man, after he has drunk | 


three or four glasses, has got a lining in his mouth just as if he had taken 
collodion on the inside of his mouth. 

Mr. MORRILL. Will the Senator from Alabama yield to me? It 
has reached a point quite as late and a little later than I proposed to 
have the Senate sit. 

Mr. MORGAN. I yield with the greatest possible delight. 
what I have been exactly trying to get the Senate to do. 

Mr. MORRILL. I move that the Senate adjourn. 

The motion was agreed to; and (at 11 o’clock and 10 minutes p. m 
the Senate adjourned. 


{ Laughter. ] 


That is | 


Resolred. That his excellency the governor of California h« nel } 
requested to forward a copy of these resolutions toeach of t 
resentatives in Congress from this State 


l ] DEL VAI ] 
H. M. I RU 
\ttes 
HOS riOMPSO 
EXHIBITION Al .\MSTERDAM 
Mr. CANDLER [ask unanimo consent that the Committee of the 
Whole House on the state of the Uni he disc] d from the furthe 
consideration of the joint resolution (S. 52) authorizing the Government 
of the United states to accept the i tation of the Government of the 
| Netherlands to take part in a general colonial and export trade exhibi 
tion to be held in Amsterdam in 1585 dtl the same be referred to 
the Committee on Appropriations ; 
Mr. ATKINS. I desire to make a parliamentary inquiry. Would 
the effect of what the gentleman from Massachusetts asks be to mal 
this a special order? . 
TheSPEAKER. It would give the joint resolution no special rights 


It simply sends the subject to the Committee on Appropriations. 
the ¢ of the Whole House on the 


yMmMit tes 


There being no objection 
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state of the Union was discharged from the further consideration of the 
joint resolution, and it was referred to the Committee on Appropria- 
tions. 


WILLIAM G. BUDLONG. 


Mr. SPOONER.  L ask unanimous consent to report from the Com- 
mittee on Patents with a favorable recommendation the bill (8. 375) 
for the relicf of William G, Badlong. 1 ask for the present consider- 
ation of the bill. It is identical with a House bill favorably reported 
from the Committee on Patents. 

Mr. ANDERSON. Let the bill be read. 

Mr. HOBLITZELL. I call for the regular order. 

The SPEAKER. The regular order being demanded, the bill is not 
before the House for consideration. In the absence of objection, it will 
be referred to the Committee of the Whole House on Private Claims. 

Mr. SPOONER. If there be no objection I desire to withdraw the 
report. 

There was no objection. 


POST-OFFICE APPROPRIATION BILL. 

Mr. CASWELL. I desire to present a privileged report from the 
Committee on Appropriations. [ am instructed by that committee to 
report back the bill (11. R. 7049) making appropriations for the service 
ot the Post-Office Department for the fiscal year ending June 30, 1884, 
and for other purposes, with amendments of the Senate; and I ask the 
House now to proceed to consider the Senate amendments. I ask the 
Clerk to read the report. It is very short. 

Mr. PAGE. I think the amendments ought to be printed, that the 
Ilouse may vote understandingly upon them. 

Mr. CASWELL. The amendments have been printed for nearly a 
week. I think it will oceupy but little time to act upon the report. 

The SPEAKER. The Clerk will read the report. 

Mr. ANDERSON. I desire to make a parliamentary inquiry. 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman will state it, 

Mr. ANDERSON. I wish to inquire if there is a detailed statement 
accompanying the report ? 

The SPEAKER. This is not a conference report and does not require 
a detailed statement to accompany it. 

Mr..KELLEY. I make noobjection to the reading of the report, but 
for the present I must interpose an objection to its consideration. 

Mr. ANDERSON. That is right. 

Mr. CASWELL, It will require buta very few moments of time. I 
am anxious to get the bill to a committee of conference. 

The Clerk read the report, as follows: 


The Committee on Appropriations report that they recommend concurrence in 
amendments of the Senate numbered 1, 7, 8,9,and 10. They recommend non- 
concurrence in the amendments numbered 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, and 11. 

The SPEAKER. The Clerk will read the amendments. 

The tirst amendment of the Senate wus read, as follows: 


Page 2, line 2, after the word “ hundred”’ insert “‘and seventy-five.”’ 


Mr. CASWELL. That is an increase in the sum appropriated by the 
House, and the Committee on Appropriations recommend non-concur- 
rence, 

Mr. HOLMAN. We can not 
unless the text is read, 

Mr. CASWELL. If the House will give attention there will be no 
difficulty at all in ascertaining what are theamendments. The amend- 
ment just read by the Clerk is simply an increase of the sum allowed 
for post-office clerks. 

Mr. HOLMAN. Let the clause be read as % would stand if amended. 

The Clerk read as follows: 

For compensation to clerks in post-offices, $4,775,000. 

Mr. BERRY. 
ment? 

Mr. CASWELL. It is $75,000; but I will state further that with 
that increase the total amount will be $75,000 less than the estimate of 
the Department. 

The SPEAKER. 


understand what the amendment is 


Ilow much is the increase proposed by the amend- 





Is a separate vote asked on this amendment ? 

Mr. HOLMAN. IL ask for a separate vote. 

TheSPEAKER. The Committee on Appropriations recommend non- 
concurrence in the amendment just read. 

The question was taken; and upon a division there were—ayes 49, 
noes 2°. 

So (no further count being called for) the amendment was concurred in. 

The second amendment was read, as follows: 


Page 3, strike out all after the word “ terminal"’ to the end of the paragraph, 
as follows: 

“Provided, That for the better accomplishment of the objects of the acts author- 
izing the construction of the railroad hereinafter referred to, and the better to 
secure to the Government the use and benefit of the same, the acts authorizing 
the building and construction of those railroads which have received, in addi- 
tion to land grants, Government aid by the loan or guarantee of bonds by the 
United States, and all other acts, parts of acts, and provisions having relation 
thereto, are hereby so altered, amended, and modified that hereafter the com- 
pensation paid or allowed for the carrying and transportation of the United States 
mails by such railroad companies, or their assigns or successors, shall be fixed | 
by the Postmaster-General at a rate not exceeding that fixed by him or allowed | 
by law to other railway companies of the same class to which the United States 
have furnished aid by grant of land, right of way, or otherwise. 
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The Committee on Appropriations recommended non-concurye 
the amendment, and it was non-concurred in. 
Amendment No. 3 was to insert the following on page 3 of the jy) 


Yor necessary and special facilities on trunk lines, £185,000, 


nce in 


The Committee on Appropriations recommend non-concurrenc: 


ntl 

amendment. — 
Mr. HOLMAN. | ask fora vote on that, by way of instruction 4, 4), 
committee of conference. - 
The SPEAKER. The Chair was proposing to put the question y 


that it would be a unanimous vote. 

Mr. HOLMAN. That is what I desire, but this nominal concus 
or non-concurrence will not mean that. 

The SPEAKER. Nobody objects to non-concurring in the amend 
ment. 

Mr. HOLMAN. Lask a division, so that there may be a direct ex 
pression of the House on the item. 

The question was taken upon non-concurring; and upon a division 
there were—ayes 71, noes 5. 

So (no further count being called for) the amendment was non-coy- 
curred in. 

Amendment No. 4 was to insert, after the word ‘ 
words ‘‘and twenty-five,’ 
read: 

For inland transportation by steamboat routes, $625,000. 


*hundred,”’ the 
* on page 5, line 4; so that the clause would 


The Committee on Appropriations recommended non-concurrence iy 
the amendment. 

The amendment was non-concurred in. 

Amendment No. 5 was to strike out, on page 6, the word ** Jannary, 
and to insert the word ‘‘ July;’’? and amendment No. 6, to strike out 
the word ‘‘ eighty-four ’’ and insert the word “‘ eighty-three;"’ so the: 
the clause would read: 

And upon all matter of the first class, as defined by chapter Is) of (he ! 
Congress approved March 3, 1879, entitled * Anact makingappropriati for 
service of the Post-Ollice Department for the fiscal year ending June 3), | 
and for other purposes,” and by thatact declared subject to postaze at t' 

3 cents for each half ounce or fraction thereof, postage shall! be charge: |, o: 
after the Ist day of July, A. D. 1883, at the rate of 2 cents for each half oun 
fraction thereof. 

The Committee on Appropriations recommended non-con 
and the amendments were non-concurred in. 

Mr. CASWELL. The amendments of the Senate numbered 7, 
and 10 are merely verbal amendments to improve the text of i] 

Amendment No. 7 was to insert the word ‘‘and”’ after “‘cnve! 
and No. 8 was to insert the words ‘and letter-sheets”’ after th 
‘“newspaper-wrappers;’’ so that the clause would read as follows 

For pay of agent and assistants, to distribute stamped envelopes, newspare 
wrappers, and letter-sheets, and expenses of agency, £16,000. 

The Committee on Appropriations recommended concurren 
the amendments were accordingly concurred in. 

Amendment No. 9 was, on page 7, to strike out the words ‘then 
that;’’ and amendment No. 10 was to strike out in the same paragraph 

; ] | 
the words ‘‘be and the same;’’ so that the paragraph would read as 
follows: 


Sec. 2. That if the revenue of the Post-Office Department shall be insufficient 
to meet the appropriations made by this act, a sum equal to such deficiency of 
the revenues of said Department is hereby appropriated, to be paid out of any 
money in the Treasury not otherwise appropriated, to supply the said deticicn- 
cies in the revenue of the Post-Oflice Department for the year ending June 5) 
1884. 


The Committee on Appropriations recommended concurrence, and 
the amendments were accordingly concurred in. 

Amendment number 11 was, in section 3 of the bill, to strike out th 
following: 

And make report to the next session of Congress, on or before the first day o! 
said session, what is the reasonable value of cars, and car space, and transports 
tion of the mails, and of all persons connected with the mails, and what diller 
ence there is between the cost of the transportation of freight for private per 


sons and the cost of the transportation of the mails. 


And in lieu thereof insert the following: 


And for that purpose may designate not to exceed three competent oficers o! 
the Post-Office Department, experienced in matters relating to the transportat!) 
of mails on railroad routes, and the system of compensating for the sanie, as 4 
commission, to so aid him that he may devise and report to Congress, in Decen 
ber next, with the data upon which it is based,a more complete system of pau 
ing the rates of pay for carrying the mails on railroad routes, in order to secu! 
the better protection of the interests of the Government, and the allowance of 
just rates of compensation for the service required; and shall further report as 
to the advisability of establishing a general system of fast-mail service, over 
which railroad routes, if any, itshould beso established, with a full aud detailed 
statement of the advantages and the estimated cost of said service; and if th 
extension or inauguration of a general system is, in the opinion of the Pustinas 
ter-General, inadvisable, then he shall report the reason for continuing (lie con 
tracts now in force for that service; and he is authorized to expend, not to © 
ceed $10,000, out of the appropriation for the transportation of mails, for sctual 
and necessary expenses involved, which sum shall be immediately aya:labl: 


The Committee on Appropriations recommended non-concurrence 


and the amendment was accordingly non-concurred in. 
Mr. CASWELL moved to reconsider the several votes just taken; sad 








also moved that the motion to reconsider be laid on the table. 


The latter motion was agreed to. 








MARY SPRANDELI 

Mr. PETTIBONE, by unanimous consent, introduced a bill (H. R. 
7471) for the relief of Mrs. Mary Sprandell; which was read a first and 
«cond time, referred to the Committee on Pensions, and ordered to be 
printed. 

JOHN D. BRIDGES. 

Mr. McCOID, by unanimous consent, introduced a bill (HL. R. 7472 
for the relief of John D. Bridges; which was read a first and second time, 
referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions, and ordered to be printed. 

BUILDINCS AT FORT DP, A. RUSSELL, WYOMING TERRITORY 

The SPEAKER, by unanimous consent, laid before the House a let- 
ter from the Secretary of War, transmitting plans and estimates for the 
construction and repair of public buildings at Fort D. A. Russell, Wy- 
oming Territory; which was referred to the Committee on Appropria- 
tions, and ordered to be printed. 


ELIZABETH DAVIS. 


Mr. CURTIN, by unanimous consent, introduced a bill (H. R. 7473) 
granting a pension to Elizabeth Davis; which was read a first and sec- 
ond time, referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions, and ordered 
to be printed. 

ORDER OF BUSINESS. 

Mr. KELLEY. Iam about to move that the House resolve itself 
into Committee of the Whole. 

The SPEAKER. The regular order is the eall of committees for re- 
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rts. 
Mr. KELLEY. Then I move to dispense with the morning hour for 


the call of committees for reports. 
The motion was agreed to (two-thirds voting in favor thereof 
TARIFF. 

Mr. KELLEY. I propose to move that the House now resolve itself 
into Committee of the Whole for the further consideration of the tariff 
bill. Before doing so I move that all debate on the pending paragraph, 
beginning with line 152 of the printed bill, and upon all amendments 
thereto, be limited to thirty minutes. 

Mr. CARLISLE. I believe that according to the rules the limit of 
debate can apply only to amendments now pending. 

The SPEAKER. The paragraph reterred to has been 
eration in Committee of the Whole. 

Mr. KELLEY. The paragraph was under consideration last ev 
and was amended. 

Mr. HASKELL. And an amendment to it is now pending 

Mr. KELLEY. The word ‘‘or’’ was changed to the word ‘‘and,’’ 
and another amendment was offered, which is now pending. 

Mr. CARLISLE. Certainly; and I do not dispute the right of the 
gentleman to make the motion that debate shall be limited on the 
amendments now pending. But the point I make is that debate can 
not be limited on amendments not yet offered. 

Mr. ROBINSON, of Massachusetts. There is no question about that, 
itseems tome. If my friend from Kentucky will read the clause ot 
the rule bearing on this subject, and will also recall the unvarying prac- 
ticesince that rule was adopted, he must acknowledge that it has been 
the practice of the House to limit debate upon pending amendments and 
all other amendments that may be offered, and when such an order is 
made there can, after the expiration of the time fixed in the order, be 
no debate upon any amendment. 

Mr. CARLISLE. How can we do that in the face of the rule which 
provides that there shall be allowed five minutes’ debate in favor of each 
amendment offered and five minutes’ debate against it? 

Mr. ROBINSON, of Massachusetts. We do it under the express au- 
thority of the rule, which distinctly says we may do it, and further 
says that the rule shall not preclude the consideration of other amend- 
ments which may be offered without debate. My friend from Kentucky 
is doubtless thinking of the language of the old rule. 

Mr. CARLISLE. If the gentleman is correct I had forgotten the pro- 
vision of the new rule. 

TheSPEAKER. The practice has been uniform to limit debate upon 
4 paragraph and the pending amendments and amendments to be offered. 
The question is upon the motion of the gentleman from Pennsylvania 
(Mr. KeLiey]. 

Mr. THOMPSON, of Kentucky. 
information of the House. 

The SPEAKER. The Clerk will read paragraph 6 of Rule XXIII. 

The Clerk read as follows: 

The House may, by the vote of a majority of the members present, at any time 
after the five minutes’ debate has begun upon proposed amendments to any sec- 
tion or paragraph to a bill, close all debate upon such section or paragraph, or, 
at its election, upon the pending amendments only; but this shall not preclude 
further amendment, to be decided without debate. 

Mr. CARLISLE. 
ion of the new rule. 

The question being taken on the motion of Mr. KELLEY that all de- 


ymnsitd- 


nae, ¢ 


ning 


bate upon the pending paragraph and all amendments thereto be limited | it is not germane—not germane to the section. 


to thirty minutes, it was agreed to; there being—ayes 87, noes 39. 


I ask that the rule be read for the 


I see that I was mistaken in regard to the provis- | 


| 
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Mr. KELLEY moved to reconsider the vote just taken: and also 
moved that the motion to recs laid on the tabl 
The latter motion was agreed t 








Mr. KELLEY. I now move that the House resolve itself into Com 
mittee of the Whole House on the state of the Union for the further 
consideration of the tariff bil 

The motion was agreed to 

Phe House accordingly res ed itself into Committee « the W] ( 
House on the state of the Union, Mr. Bh R { Mich n, in the 
chair, and resumed th idet 1 of the bill (H. R. 7313) to , 
duties upon foreign imports, and for othet purposes 

Mr. KELLEY I desire to make a point of order on th ‘ t 
submitted last evening by the gentleman from Ne York [| Mr. Cox 

Mr. COX, of New York rhe 1 has udy cl 
on that amendment, upon the gro it it w a | 
late to make a point of order ; 

Mr. KELLEY. The amendment was submitted } even and 
was not read. Besides, debate is not vet clos thir min 
utes remaining for debate 

The CHAIRM AN By order of the Horse Lh le Ipon section 
2002 and all amendments thereto is limited to th rt 
question pending at the time the committee 1 last « ine Was i 
proposed amendment of the gentleman from New York { Mr. Cox 

| which has not been read. The Clerk will read it 

Mr. KELLEY. Before the reading I give no i? 

The Clerk read as tollows 

Atthe end of section 2502 add the following 

‘Provided, That any vessel not constructed or equipped in t I 
may, from andafter the passage of thisact, be registered in any « ‘ district 
of the United Siates upon the oath of her owner that such vessel ly 1 
chased in good faith by any citizen or corporation of the United State ‘ \ 
State, to be employed in commerce between the United States nnd y n 
port or ports, ond upon the payment of an impost duty of LO per cent. adv ’ 
ind provided further, That no vessel built or purchased abroad shall eve 
admitted to the coast wise track fthe United States 

Mi KELLEY. I make tws points of ord avainst this amendn ' 
first, that it is not germane to thesection under consideration: secondly, 
that it is not germane to the bill It is an attempt to amend title 48 
of the Revised si tut . Wh | bi | relat Ss eANcCiu iVCLy { rt th > 
The bill under considerat ) i evising th peo auth title 4m, 
to which this amendment 1 r the regulation of Commerce and 
navigation. The proper place for this proposition rend to 

| the existing statute would Ie tion 4152, title 4s 

As to the pending section, it is a section imposing a discriminating 
duty of 10 per cent. ad valorem in add m to the dutic mposed by 

| law on all goods, wares Md merchandise which shall be imported on 
vessels not of the United States; but this discriminating duty ts not to 
apply to goods, wares, and m handise hich shall | imported in 
vessels not of the United States, entitled, by treaty or ar tof Con 
gress, to be entered in the ports of the United States on p rent of the 
same duties as shall then be paid on goods, wa 1 merchane 
imported in vessels of the United States 

It affects only such country or countries as may make like discrim 
ination against us, of which | understood from the gentleman yester 
day but one remains, which is Spain, and which under the influence 


} 
| 
| 
| 


| am informed this amendment is 


| 


| 





| 


} 


} 


of this section is at length ready to treat as other 
for the right to enter our ports 


Mr. MCKINLEY. I desi 


countries h ive done 
re to make an additional point of orde1 I 
already embodied in a bill now pending 
beforethis House. The gentleman trom New York will know about that 

Mr. COX, of New York It is not 

Mr. McKINLEY. I| am s0 informed 

Mr. COX, of New York. ITamnotawareofit. There wasanamend 
ment of this kind proposed to a bill, but it was thoroughly beaten and 
that bill is now in the Senate without this amendment upon it 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair will hear the gentleman from Ne 
York on the point of order. 

Mr. COX, of New York. Mr. Chairman, I make the point against 
the gentleman from Pennsylvania that it is now too late for him to 
make the point of order against my amendment, for the re that 
this matter was pending when we adjourned last 

Mr. KELLEY. It was not read. 

Mr. COX, of New York. Butthe gentle: 
vented it. 

Mr. KELLEY. It was not read 

Mr. COX, of New York No matier The gentleman from VPennsy! 
vania is estopped, because he cut off the reading of it Let me real from 
the RECORD: 

Mr. Cox, of New York. I 

Mr. KELLEY 


Ww 


evening 


nan from Pennsylvania pre 


fer the amendment which I send to the desk 


Pending that I move that now rise 


Mr. KELLEY. 


the committee do 


My language would have been more precise, perhaps, 


| if I had said pending the reading thereof, for it was not read 


Mr. COX, of New York. We all understand pertectly this amend 
ment was pending when the House adjourned last evening. 

Sut the gentleman from Pennsylvania makes the point of order that 
No matter for that—is 


it germane to the bill? 
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Mr. KELLEY. No 
Mr. COX, of New York. What is the title of the bill? [tis a bill 


CONGRESSIONAL 


‘‘to impose duties upon foreign imports, and for other purposes,’ and | 


any part of the bill is a proper place for any matter w hich imposes o1 
perfects our import duties, 

Here is a matter about ships—providing 10 per cent. discrimination 
against goods brought in certain bottoms. This undertakes to give a 
liberty to some extent by changing the tariff duties as to ships. Why 
should it not be in order? Where is there a place if it be not on a bill 
of this nature? Gentlemen can not say it should not come in here. 
It is exactly the place where shipping is concerned. And I repeat, con- 
ceding all the points made by my friend from Pennsylvania to be well 
taken, he is entirely too late in making them. 


Mr. DINGLEY. Will the gentleman from New York allow me-to | 


ask him a question? 
Mr. COX, of New York. Certainly. 


Mr. DINGLEY. Does not the gentleman's amendment propose a | 


change in the registry laws? ‘The registry laws now provide that no 
vessel other than one built in the United States shall have an American 
registry. Does not your bill change that law? 

Mr. COX, of New York. There isa billof that kind pending in com- 
mittee—several of them; but there is no bill pending now allowing ves- 
sels tocome in here by paying any duty, ad valorem or otherwise. This 
is a new idea. 

Mr. DINGLEY. But the gentleman from New York is aware that a 
vessel may be imported to-day; that it may be admitted on the pay- 
ment of duty on its component materials. There is no law to prevent 
it. But, sir, the registry law does not provide for the registry of any 
vessel not constructed in the United States. In this amendment, then, 
the gentleman is attempting to amend the registry law, and not the 
laws in reference to duties on imports. 

Mr. COX, of New York. In amending the registry law we may have 
a change of tariff here and there. The gentleman himself, I think, has 
done it in his bill in many respects, 

But here is a bill to impose duties upon imports and for other pur- 
poses. It goes right to the tariff, and although it does affect an im- 
portant matter, the registry law, nevertheless it is a bill allowing our 
people to buy ships abroad on paying a percentage, just as they buy a 
horse, a bull, or a carriage abroad. 

Mr. DINGLEY. Is there anything now which forbids the importa- 
tion of a foreign-built ship? Can it not be brought in by payment of 
duty on its component parts? But the registry law forbids the grant- 
ing of a register to any vessel not constructed in the United States. 

Mr. COX, of New York. If you are permitted to buy you ought to 
be permitted to use it, 

Mr. DINGLEY. It is a change of the law, as itis an amendment of 
the registry law 

Mr. KASSON, Let the amendment be again reported. 

The amendment was again read. 

Mr. KASSON. I think, Mr. Chairman, the first response of the gen- 
tleman trom New York he will himself hardly insist on, namely, that 
the point of order must be made on the announcement that he is going 
to offer an amendment. 

Mr. COX, of New York. 1 have duly offered the amendment. 

Mr. KASSON. Offered it! 

Mr. COX, of New York. The House has taken my view of the 
amendment, as it has closed debate on it. 

Mr. KASSON. But it was not read, and certainly it is time to make 
the pot of order when the issue is made here. Until it was read there 
is nothing to which the point of order could apply. The first time the 
House has been notified of the fact it was not in order was on its read- 
ing, and that first reading was this morning. 

Secondly, the very form of the amendment itself indicates that its ob- 
jest is not to levy a duty, but that its object is to change the registry laws 
of the United States, with limitations upon the coastwise trade. Now, 
| am perfectly free to admit that if the gentleman chooses, at a proper 
place in the bill, to make a motion that the following clause be in- 
serted: 

On foreign-built ships, 10 per cent— 


or anything else which is a proposition for duty simply, and where 
that is palpably the object of the amendment, it would be in order and 
legitimate. But the attempt to change the registration laws—the navi- 
gation laws—of the United States, to which the imposition of duty is 
merely an incidental matter, is unquestionably not germane to this bill, 
and is liable to the point of order. 

Mr. HAMMOND), of Georgia. Mr. Chairman, under the sixth clause 
of Rule XXIII debate was limited. The language of that rule is: 


The House may, by the vote of a majority of the members present, at any time 


after the five minutes’ debate has begun upon proposed amendments to any sec- | 
tion or paragraph to a bill, close all debate upon such section or paragraph, or, | 


at its election, upon the pending amendments only; but this shall not preclude 
further amendment, to be decided without debate. 

The gentleman from Pennsylvania [Mr. KELLEY] moved to limit 
debate on the pending amendment to this section. The only amend- 
ment is that of the gentleman from New York, proposed yesterday im- 
mediately after the reading of the section. 
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Mr. RYAN. The motion of the gentleman from Pennsylvania wos 
on all amendments—those not yet offered being embraced also. ss 

Mr. HAMMOND, of Georgia. Did not the gentleman from Penn 
sylvania say upon the pending amendment and those that 
otfered ? 

Mr. VALENTINE. His mhotion was to close debate upon the 
tion and amendments. 

Mr. HAMMOND, of Georgia. Did not the gentleman from Mass, 
chusetts [Mr. RoBiNson ] in his contest with the gentleman from k, - 
tucky [Mr. CARLISLE] upon the point of order say the limitation of 
| debate would apply not only to the pending amendment but to thos 
| which may be proposed hereafter? Have my ears forgotten their office» 

Mr. KELLEY. I never spoke of the pending amendment. 

Mr. KASSON. IL submit to the gentleman from Georgia 

Mr. HAMMOND, of Georgia. The gentleman from Pennsylvania 
entered a motion yesterday, pending the amendment of the gentleman 
trom New York [Mr. Cox], to adjourn; and this morning he admitted 
that he ought to have said on yesterday something that he did not say 
| in order to make his action consistent. 
Mr. KELLEY. I made no such admission. I said my meaning 


may be 





would have been more precisely expressed if I had said, ** Pending the 
reading of that amendment, | move to adjourn.’’ 

Mr. HAMMOND, of Georgia. In other words, if he had said sony 
thing that he did not say he would have meant something that he did 
not mean. 

Mr. KASSON. I submit to the gentleman from Georgia that the ad 
mission of the gentleman from Pennsylvania can not take away the 
right of the committee to make the point of order upon this amendment 

Mr. HAMMOND), of Georgia. I thank the gentleman from lowa ti, 
coming to my assistance and agreeing with me that the admission wa. 
| made by the gentleman from Pennsylvania. 

Having made that progress, IT now proceed. 

Mr. KELLEY. That is denied expressly and explicitly. 

Mr. HAMMOND, of Georgia. What would be the effect of the orde, 
| limiting debate upon the proposed amendment when the point of orde: 
| is made against it?) What would be the effect of a ruling sustaining 

the point of order? An agreement is made that we shall limit debat 
to thirty minutes upon the pending amendment. Immediately upon 
that agreement having been consummated the point of order is made 
and they take thirty minutes—the time allowed for the dehate—to dis 
cuss the point of order. 

Mr. ROBINSON, of Massachusetts. That does not come out of th: 
| time allowed for the debate upon the section and amendments. 
| Mr. HAMMOND, of Georgia. It does not? 
| Mr. ROBINSON, of Massachusetts. No: it does not affect the tim 
| allowed for debate. 

Mr. HAMMOND, of Georgia. Then I was mistaken, and that r 
| mark was unjust. 

But as to the amendment being germane to the pending proposition, 
Rule XVI, section 7, provides: 

And no motion or proposition on a subject different from that under consid 
eration Shall be admitted under color of amendment. 

That isall. It need not be germane to the bill; it need not be ger- 
mane to the paragraph. If itison the ‘‘subject’’ itis germane. This 
is no appropriation bill, where there are other and stricter limits en 
forced. It isa bill to raise revenue, so called; a bill to prevent revenni 
in fact. If the view of the gentleman from Ohio taken the other day 
| is correct, it is a bill to regulate commerce; and certainly if it is a bil! 
to regulate commerce it covers navigation. But whether it is a bill to 
regulate commerce or a bill to raise revenue, any amendment that pro- 
poses to allow any article from a foreign country to be entered at ou 
ports and levy a duty upon it is upon the ‘‘subject’’ of that bill; and 
the mere fact that you declare when that duty is levied that a regis- 
tration shall follow does not take it logically out of the conclusion that 
it is germane, being upon the same ‘‘subject.’? We may, by virtue ot 

this revenue bill, to-day indirectly repeal various sections of law upon 
other subjeets. In point of fact, we do by nearly every section we em- 
| body in the bill repeal some other law. But the only test for the con- 
| sideration of the chairman of this committee in ruling upon the point 

of order is this: Is the amendment pertinent to the subject-matter 
| of this bill? If it is, the only honest way to get rid of it is to vote it 
| down. It can not be ruled out of order. 

Mr. ROBINSON, of Massachusetts. 1 desire to be heard only tor : 
moment, and simply upon one branch of this point of order. Is it mack 
too late? If not I presume it is perfectly good, for that is scarcely sus- 
ceptible of argument. Now, I say it is not too late, and that it was 
made in time, and for the obvious reason that this question should not go 
off upon any mere catch. The committee ought to pass upon the point 
of order if it comes in reasonable time, and the only question 














The CHAIRMAN. The Chair would interrupt the gentleman from 
Massachusetts to say that he is perfectly satisfied as to that point. 
Mr. ROBINSON, of Massachusetts. Then I will detain the Chait 
| no longer. 
Mr. SPEER. Iam glad to learn the Chair has no doubt upon that 
| point; and I think one word, and but one word, will satisfy the Chai 
there is no doubt upon the other point. 


reg 
pill 
may) 
be 

not 
im} 


Yo 
sire 
mie 
Pel 
t10) 
ye 
qu 
tle 
of 
th’ 








1883. 





CONGRESSIONAL RECORD—HOUSE. LSO7 


This is an amendment to admit fore ign-built ships tree to American Mr. SPRINGER. When the bill was brought before this House for 
registry. That is substantially the object of it, and it is offered to a the appointment ot the TariiY Commission. the Opposition to it rew 


pill relating to duties on imports. There is no question that a ship | out of the belief that the commission would not throw any light upon 
may be imported now without this amendment. It can not, however, | this subject and that Coneress would proceed with the discussion ot the 
be run without this amendment. This amendment, theretore, does | question with the s 


t } , ( ame information as it had before But when the 
late to the importing but to the running of the ship atter it is) commission brought 


not re - beg : 1its report on the first dav of the session, and 
imported, and, therefore, clearly it is not germane to an import bill. When that report went to the press before the contents of the sehedules 
TheCHAIRMAN. Upon the point made by the gentleman from New , were known, there was a general ’ } 


reyjolcing over the country from: the 
York [Mr. Cox] that the point of order comes too late, the Chair de- | fact that the Tariff Commission had recommended as the sense of that 


sires to State that pending the amendment, or the offer of the amend- | commission that there should be a 





ehuinbe reduction of ! ites 

ment by the gentleman from New York yesterday, the gentleman from | That commission stated as follows in its report 
Pennsylvania { Mr. KELLEY ] moved that the committee rise, that mo- Entertaining these views, the tission 1} sought to prese ene 
tion taking precedence of a motion to amend; it has been so held re- _— duties in which substantial reduct ishould be the d Zu ur feature 
yeatedly. That being the case, it was the duty of the Chair to put the esgrate, ¥ agen: oo engl engl stepegs, Dpommnangeeg peepee stent ae 
question that the committee rise, The amendment offered by the gen- | commission has vimed, is not les 
tleman from New York was not read, and it was not open to the point Mr. KELLEY. [ am sorry to interrupt the gentleman from [linois 
of order until read. And hence, the point of order having been made | hut I bee to remind him that weneral debate closed on Saturday eve 
this morning, the Chair decides that it was in time. ing. 

Upon the other point that the amendment is not germane, the Chair Mr. SPRINGER, 1 am in general debate now with particular ret 
asks the Clerk to read from the Congressional Globe, proceedings of May | erence to this claus Phe commission in their report say 
17, 1872. Phe average reduction in rates, including that from e enlargement of the 

The Clerk read as follows: free-list and the abolition of the duties on charges and comm " t which 

age of Mr. TIoLMAN wasagreed to; there being—ayes 6), noes not 24 msicra range hong i wt hay ap Nae et — - <2 i 4~% : é ¥ na : a ~Ae 
Or, COX. I move further to amend the amendment of the gentleman from reduc ston slight in some cases, in others not attempted, is in ma ' 
Maine (Mr. Lyxcn] by adding the following: 0 to 0 per cent 

* Provided further, = wi a satagetead genberat age camer pw a Chis being the recommendation of the commission, | looked in the 

* . r the registering cording of ships and vessels.’ ap- , : : as 

sAived December if, 1792, and all acts and parts of acts supplementary ieavete, bill to find the sche dule co responding with it ; [ fine th o i re 
be, and the same are hereby, repealed, so far as to admit to registry foreign-built , (uetion whatever proposed on glue; and therefore I desire that the 
yeasels of wood or iron, the property of a citizen or citizens of the United States shall be the reduction on that and other articles which the commission 


ifthe same be purchased in good faith by such citizen or citizens.” 
Mr. Lyncu. Lraise the point of order that the amendment isnot germane. It : i? , 
proposes simply a repeal of the navigation law, and has ne reference tothe tarifl It will be seen by reterence to Census Bulletin No. 304 that the whole 
The CHAIRMAN. The Chairsustainsthe pointof order. Theamendment ofthe | value of the amount of t! 
gentieman from New York [Mr, Cox] is not germane to the pending amend 


recommended 


Kt products ot glue for the census year was 


.. My GA,00O, A duty of 20 per cent. ad valorem, representing the in 
ment. ' 

Mr. Ketiry. I move as an amendment to the amendment of the gentleman | Creased value of this product to the consumers of the country, would 
from Maine | Mr. Lyxcn] to insert before the first proviso, the following be $864,000. | tind also that the whole sum paid for wages to these 


“And an allowance shall be made upon all articles produced in the United | ; 
States, actually used in the building of such ships after the passage of this act, : - ; “s 
equal to the duties imposed by law upon like foreign articles imported intothis |; Government paid a subsidy to the glue manutaeturers of $264,000 more 
country; and shall be paid from any money in the Treasury not otherwise ap- | than the amount of wages paid to the employés in that industry 


engaged in the manutieture of glue was $600,000. In other words, the 


po of Mr. KeLury was not agreed to; there being—ayes 25, noes I also tind that the whole burden imposed on the people by reason of 
not counted. 7 this tax amounted during that year to $947,000, of which the Govern 
The question then recurring on the amendment of Mr. Lyxeu as amended ment received in duties, as this table shows. only S8?.0G00 Phat is a 
OTE Thee the tollowina amendment burden imposed upon the people of nearly 91,000,000, of which the 
“ Add the following: : Government received S82.000 and the manufacturers received by way 


“* And provided further, That from and after the Ist of July next, theactentitled | of bounty S&64,000 
‘An act concerning the registering and recording of ships and vessels,” approved | ; 
December 31, 1792, and all acts and parts of acts supplementary thereto, be, and 

reby far i regi orei how necessary it is that th nle should ] the relief which wa 
the same are hereby, repealed so fur as to admit to register foreign-built vessels 1oOW Necessary it } hat the people woul Tiave le rel vihiceh Was 
of wood or iron the property of a citizen or citizens of the United States, if the promised by the conimissiot 


This item shows the great enormity of this protective system, and 


same be purchased in good faith by such citizen or citizens.’ 4 aT 
: : yee . » hi i ell 
Mr. HAs. I rise to a point of order on that amendment [Her the ham el 7 
The CuainMAn, The Chair sustains the point of order rhe question was taken upon the vmendment of Mr. SvriNnGbi: and 
Mr. Cox. That is intended—— it was not agreed to Upon a division—ave 14. noes 8 
Mr. Lyncu. I object to debate 


Mr. SPRINGER I now move to strike out the clause, so as to put 
Mr. COX, of New York. Now, wiil the Chair please to intimate | the item of glue on the free-list. I desire to call the attention of the 
what the amendment of Mr. LyNcu was to which | offered an amend- | House to one of the recomm 


endations of the President in his late an 
ment? For there the Chair decided simply, asl understand it, that the | nual message to Congress 


amendment to the amendment was not in order. Mr. KELLEY. Will the gentleman permit an inquiry 
The CHAIRMAN. While perhaps the question raised here is not on Mr. SPRINGER. I will 
all fours with the question presented there, the Chair is clearly of Mr. KELLEY. Is not all American glue made from the horns, hoot 
opinion that this provision is not germane to the pending section, and | and other refuse of American cattl 
30 rules, Mr. SPRINGER. Oh, yes 


Mr. COX, of New York. Will the Chair allow me to observe, with Mr. KELLEY. (nd is not the rate of duty now imposed on whicl 
all respect to the Chair, there is no analogy between the amendment I permitted nearly half a million dollars’ worth of importations of glue? 


offered then and this one, forthe reason that thisamendment allowsships! Mr. CARLISLE. Is not all the stock used by glue manufacture 

to come in on paying adutyof 10 percent. ad valorem. I madenosuch | made free by this bill ? 

proposition in the amendment which the Chair has caused to be read. | Mr. KELLEY. Not that which grows in Texas, Mlinois, and othes 
The CHAIRMAN. TheChair only decides that the proposed amend- | cattle-raising States 

ment is not germane to this section. The Clerk will read. Mr. SPRINGER. | hope this interruption will not be taken out of 
The Clerk read as follows: my time. 


Sec, 2503. There shall be levied, collected, and paid upon al! articles imported I now desire to call the attention of the majority of this House to the 
from foreign countries and mentioned in the schedules herein contained the rates | recommendations submitted to Congress in the last annual message ot 
of duty which are, by - spectively neneliaen ‘ sly: | - ‘ aS : r , 1 

4 BAUS, Sy Wo aiseauien, pempectively preseribed, namely | the President of the United States. And when I take the recommenda 
SCHEDULE A.—CHEMICAL PRODUCTS, 


} 
Glue, 20 per cent. ad valorem, 


| tion of the President I can not be accused of hostility to any American 
Mr. SPRINGER. I offer the amendment which I send to the desk. 


| industry, for he is protessedly a protectionist and ought to represent the 
majority on this floor. The President said 
The Clerk read as follows: . . 


3 a : Without entering into minute detail, which under present circumstances is 
In line 168 strike out **20” and insert 15;" so that it will read: quite unnecessary, [ recommend an enlargement of the free-list so as to include 
Glue, 15 per cent, ad valorem.”’ within it the numerous articles which yield inconsiderable revenue, a simplifica 


Mr. COX, of New York. If the gentleman from Illinois [| Mr. tion of the complex and inconsistent schedule of duties upon certain manufac - 


Sppivar . . . “ ures, practically those of cotton, iron, and steel, and a substantial reduetion 
SPRINGER] will permit me, I desire to say that I intended, after the | of the duties upon those articles, and upon sugar, molasses, silk, wool, and 
suggestion of the Chair, to offer my amendment as a new section. woolen goods. 

Several MemMBers. ‘Too late. This recommendation of the President should not be disregarded by 


Mr. COX, of New York. Perhaps it is too late. The Chair has | this House. It is exceedinzly important, and [ ask members of thi 
been very polite, more so than some gentlemen on thatside. | stepped | majority here whether they propose to disregard the plainest recomme 
back to get my bill to offer this as an independent section. | dations of their own President? Now, by way of recapitulation [ w 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair will recognize the gentleman from | state that the President recommends this: first, ‘‘an enlargement of the 
New York at some point in the bill to offer it, but not to this section. | free-list so as to include within it the numerous articles which yiel 


The gentleman from Ilinois [Mr. SPRINGER | is entitled to the floor. | inconsiderable revenue 


{ 
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Now, if gentlemen will look at this bill they will find in it still car- 
ried for taxation articles which last year yielded only 20 cents of 
revenue. This item of glue which I have moved to strike out yielded 
but $82,000, which is an inconsiderable revenue compared with the 
$400,000,000 which the Government of the United States receives an- 
nually. 

The President also recommends *‘ a simplification of the complex and 
inconsistent schedule of duties upon certain manufactures,’’ upon all 
the articles contained in the schedules mentioned by him. Now, these 
recommendations have not been followed out, notwithstanding the Presi- 
dent further said—and I desire to call particular attention to it: 


CONGRESSIONAL 


It is one of the tritest maxims of political economy that all taxes are burden- 
some, however wisely and prudently imposed. 

This bill seems to have gone on the supposition that all taxes are a 
benefit to the people, and that the more you tax the people the richer 
they will get. The President, on the contrary, lays down the true 
doctrine of taxation, that ‘‘ all taxes, however wisely or prudently im- 
posed, are burdensome on the people.’’ 

Now, this bill is a burden to the people. Perhaps some of these 
taxes may be considered as wisely laid, but they are unnecessary be- 
cause they will yield but an inconsiderable revenue. We do not need 
the revenue obtained from the duties on many of these articles. The 
President further stated that the surplus in the Treasury on the 30th 
of June, 1882, amounted to more than $145,000,000. 

[Here the hammer fell. ] 

The question was then taken upon the motion of Mr. SPRINGER to 
strike out the clause; and it was not agreed to. 

The Clerk read as follows: 

Beeswax, 20 per cent. ad valorem 

Provided, That when imported beeswax shall be exported bleached there shall 
be allowed a rebate equal to the amount of duty paid upon the importation of 
the crude beeswax, under regulations to be established by the Secretary of the 
Treasury 

Mr. KASSON. ‘To perfect the proviso just read, the word *‘ rebate "’ 
should be changed to ‘‘drawback.’’ 

The CILAIRMAN. _ Is there objection to the proposed amendment ? 
The Chair hears none; and the change will be made. 

Mr. WHEELER. I move to amend by striking outthe paragraph just 
real, While beeswax is an article which the committee may not have 
regarded as of great importance, one purpose that I have in view in offer- 
ing this amendment is to show the 


INCONSISTENCI®S OF THIS BILL. 

The reports submitted to us by the Committee on Ways and Means show 
that during the year ending June 30, 1882, but 6,400 pounds of this ar- 
ticle, valued at $1,198, were imported, and that but $237 was collected 
during that year upon the importation of beeswax. 

| learn from the last quarterly report of the Bureau of Statistics that 
during three months ending September 30, 1882, 36,620 pounds of the 
article were exported from the United States to foreign countries, and 
supposing this to be the uniform rate of export, and my examination of 
other reports on this subject tends to show that such is the case, will 
some member of the committee inform me what interest is subserved 
by this duty of 20 per cent. ? 

\ccording to the statistics of the Treasury Department, we exported 
146,404 pounds a year and imported but 6,400 pounds. As gentlemen 
on the other side of the House have cautioned us to avoid legislation 
which might invite retaliatory laws from those foreign countries with 
which we have commercial relations, let me with great respect ask the 
committee if the statistics I have quoted justify us in laying import. 
duty upon beeswax? If the gentlemen on the other side of the House 
are correct in these statements, that we must not invite retaliatory legis- 
lation, and I concur with them most heartily in that view, then cer- 
tainly it is not good judgment to have a tariff tax upon an article of 
which we export twenty-four times as much as we import. 

If other countries should follow our lead in this matter, it would cost 
our exporters $24 to every dollar which by this law we put into the 
Treasury, and I am informed that already retaliatory legislation of this 
character has been commenced. There is another article of export to 
which I made reference on yesterday. It is cotton-seed oil, upon which 
there is an import duty of 30 cents a gallon. There were but five gal- 
lons imported during the year ending June 30, 1882, and the import 
duty tax yielded last year only $1.50. By imposing this duty we justify 
Italy in imposing a tariff duty upon the cotton-seed oil that we export 
to that country, and I see by the report of the Tariff Commission that 
nine-tenths of the cotton-seed oil made in the United States is exported 
to Marseilles, Trieste, and other Mediterranean ports. 

Now, again, comes the question of 

RETALIATORY TARIFF, 

I am informed that after we enacted the law taxing the importation 
of raw cotton-seed oil into our ports the Government of Italy retaliated 
and laid a tariff tax on all cotton-seed oil which we ship to her ports, and 
us a Consequence materially impeded our trade with that country. 

The report of the Bureau of Statistics, issued by the Treasury De- 
partment, aids us again in this investigation. By it I see that during 
the last three months of 1881 we exported 61,334 gallons of cotton-seed 
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oil, but owing to the tariff tax imposed by Italy, and perhaps } 


° % * > Vv Othe - 
countries, our exports for the same period during 1882 were ony 3, 194 
gallons. And during the eleven months ending November 39 12< 


30, TRS 
1,477,963 gallons were exported, while for the same period 6f on “a 
588,645 gallons were exported. ee 

If there was any other reason for the falling off in export than i). 
one I have mentioned I would be thankful for information upon the 
subject. . 

We all know that our manufacture in 1882 far exceeded that of the 
previous year, and yet the Bureau of Statistics informs us that our os 
ports fell off to about one-third what they were the preceding yea; 

It is my hope, Mr. Chairman, that many of the clauses in the }; 
were inserted through inadvertence, and that an investigation wi! 
cure all necossery and proper changes. 
case regarding 


ill 
1 se- 


It is my hope that such is th. 


IRON COTTON-TIBS. 

I was amazed at the statement of the gentleman from Ohio [Mr 
McKINLEY] to the effect that Southern planters get more for cotton. 
ties than they pay for them. 

As the gentleman represents the district in which Youngstown jx 
situated and to which Pittsburgh is adjacent, his want of information 
upon that subject was not at all anticipated by me. My surprise was 
enhanced, too, for the reason that his classic features and intellectua| 
expression had led me to believe he was fully informed upon every 
subject. ; 

jut omitting all information which I expected he would have o)- 
tained from his home associations, his opportunity to learn fully the 
facts were ample and easily attained. 

Had this gentleman looked to the evidence before the Tariff Com- 
mission he would have discovered his error. On pages 306, 794, 1238. 
and other pages he will find positive evidence that cotton is sold iy 
the great cotton market of the world, Liverpool, with the ties and bag 
ging off. They deduct 6 percent., thirty pounds, and the allowance js 
made for that deduction when the cotton is purchased in markets wher 
tare is considered in the price and not in the weight. In Liverpool a 
five-hundred-pound bale of cotton is sold for 10 cents per pound, thirty 
pounds deducted, and $47 is paid for the bale of cotton. The same hak 
sold gross would go for about 9 cents, and the planter would get but 
$45 for it. 

The evidence before the commission was positive that the planter got 
nothing for the bagging and ties. It isadead loss to him, and that dead 
loss consumes most of his profits. 

Mr. MCKINLEY. Willthe gentleman give me the names of the wit 
nesses from Youngstown and Pittsburgh ? 

Mr. WHEELER. 1 will give you the nameof Mr. Weeks, of Pitts 


| burgh, whom I recollect particularly as having stated that there was a 


deduction of 6 per cent. in Liverpool. I will give the exact language 
of some of the witnesses before the tariff committee. Page 306, Tani 
Commission report, Mr. Ranlett testifies: 

3y Commissioner AMBLER: 

Question. Is not the price of cotton in this country fixed by the price of cottor 
in Liverpool? 

Answer. Ofcourse. * * * 

Q. Iam speakingof Liverpool; dothey not strip the cotton, taking off ties and 
bagging, and weigh it? 

A. American cotton is bought in America by agents of English houses in Liv 
erpool. The Liverpool merchants have a knowledge of the way cotton is sold 
in this country, so that when they give an order for 1,000 bales they know it 
means with the bagging and ties around it (gross weight), and they calculate so 
much for the packing and pay so much less, 

Q. So that in Liverpool they pay for the cotton they get, and although appa- 
rently they pay for the bagging and ties, yet in regulating the price here they 
allow for the bagging and ties? 

A. Yes, sir; and the American producer loses it. 


Then on page 794 we have the witness I referred to, Mr. Weeks, from 
Pittsburgh, who demanded a million dollars a year from Southern plant- 
ers to enrich himself and hisfriends. Even this witness contradicts the 
statements of the gentleman from Ohio [Mr. MCKINLEY]. He testifies 
as follows: 


Question. Do you not know that the cotton when it reaches the Liverpool and 
Manchester markets is seripped entirely naked before it is sold? : 

Answer. That may be. understand there is an allowance of 6 per cent. for 
tare made in Liverpool on the cotton, and that is largely the cost of the bagging. 

Q. And do they not include the iron at all? 

A. That may be true, but my point is this: That with the cotton-ties on the 
bale of cotton is worth more than it is with them off. 

Q. If they buy the cotton in Europe and strip it naked, when the cotton buyer 
here ships it is there not an allowance made for the bagging and ties”? 

A. Yes, sir; there is an allowance of 6 per cent. 


In corroboration of all this Mr. English said, page 1288: 


For commercial convenience we weigh a bale of cotton here and pay for the 
gross weight. When that cotton is landed in Liver land sold 6 per cent. is 
deducted for the tare just as 10 per cent. is deduc for tare on New Orleans 
sugar. We regulate that matter here, not by taking this 6 per cent. off as they 
do on the other side, but in the price of cotton. Therefore, the cotton-planter 
does not get any allowance for the weight of the cotton-tie and the bagying 4s 
has been stated. 


* * a om 7 * 
Q. The 6 percent. thatis deducted in Liverpool is the tare on the tiesand bag- 
ging? . 

A. Yes, sir. 

Q. So that in fact the cotton is sold in Liverpool net by its actual weight in 
cotton? 

A. Yes, sir; the same as sugar or anything else. 
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Mr. Chairman, it will take 80,000,000 pounds cotton-ties to bale our 
crop of 1882. , , 

{his bill proposes that before we pack a single bale we must pay a 
bounty of $1,120,000 to manufacturers or to the Government as duty 
Less than $120,000 will go to the Treasury and more than a round mill- 
ion will go from the pockets of the poor cotton-maker into the vaults of 
nabobs of Youngstown and Pittsburgh and other manufacturing locali 
ties. Not an extra cent will go to the laborers. 

| will inform the gentleman from Ohio [Mr. MCKINLEY] and all his 
side of the House that this illustrates the utter hypocrisy of the cry that 
yrotective tariff benefits American labor. 

The entire consumption of iron’cotton-ties in America can not exceed 
35,000 tons, the manufacture of which gives constant employment to 
about one hundred men. 

[ assert that this hundred men will not get increased pay after the 


passage of this bill; but even if their employers should call them up | 


and say, ‘‘Here, my good fellows, the tariff bill has passed and we 
will get double pay for our iron-ties, and we will give you an increase 
in your wages of 10 cents a day ’’—even if they should do this, which 


they will not do, what would be the result? One million dollars taken | 
from the laborer in the cotton-field, $3,000 given to laborers in cotton-tie | 


mills, and $997,000 given to the aristocrats who are here applauding 
the great speech of the gentleman from Ohio [Mr. McKINLey]. And, 
Mr. Chairman, the above is a better divide than the American factory 
laborer gets in this or any other protected industry; and this is a good 
estimate and illustration of all this 
INSINCERE TALK 

about benefiting American laborers by taxation upon imports. 
plause and laughter, and cries of ‘‘ Vote!’’] 

Mr. Chairman, I have put the facts even stronger for the bill than 
was justified by the evidence before the commission. 

I will read 2261. Mr. Edgerley says: 

There are only ten mills in the United States which make cotton-ties, and they 
employ only a small proportion of the total number of workers in iron. I cail 
special attention to that fact. It has been stated that the necessity for increas- 
ing the tariff is thatit will benefit an enormous number of people employed in 
the manufacture of these ties in this country. That is a fallacy. The entire 
consumption of the United States is never more than 30,000 tons, which would 
only occupy 300 men, making 1 ton a day, 100 days. 


[ Ap- 


Even take the prices of iron last year, the committee admits that the | 


tax imposed by the bill is 81.64 per cent. ad valorem. 

Now take the priceof iron as it was in 1851 and the tax would be 150 
per cent., and estimating at the probable future average price of iron, 
the proposed tax would be over or at least 100 per cent. 

The meaning of this tax is this: that when the planters next fall pur- 
chase their cotton-ties they must buy and pay for the necessary 35,000 
tons, and then before they will be allowed to ship one single tie from 
the Youngstown or Pittsburgh factories they must also pay the same 
price foranother 35,000 tons. They get nothing whatever for the second 


35,000 tons, although they pay for it, except the poor privilege of ship- | 


ping off their own property. 
The price they pay for the second 35,000 tons, which they do not get, 
isa bounty exacted from the cotton producers of the South to make 
millionaires of the rich iron men of the North. 
I ask that we amend that section so that the House can vote intelli- 
gently on this item. I want them to know what they are doin 


and interests. Let it be amended to read as follows: 


A bill to promote the general welfare of the owners of certain iron manufa 
ories, situated in Youngstown, Ohio, and in Pittsburgh and Philadelphia, Penn- 
sylvania, and thus to enforce the preamble to the Constitution of the United 
States. 


Whereas it is the duty of the Government to promote the general welfare of 
all persons who prove themselves worthy thereof; and 

Whereas it has been made known to us that certain persons unworthy of wel- 
fare are engaged in producing an article called cotton; and 

Whereas certain persons within our realm who deserve our special aid and 
care are engaged in manufacturing iron bands which are necessary to the pack- 
ing for market of this article called cotton: Therefore, 


Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United States of 


America in Congress assembled, That before the producers of cotton shal! be al 
lowed the means to ship or dispose of said cotton they must first purchase the 
iron wherewith to pack the same from those whose welfare it is our duty and 


pleasure to protect, for which iron they must pay a fair valuation, and in addi- | 


tion thereto these cotton producers must pay $1,000,000 each year to maintain 
the welfare of the beneficiaries of this act. 

Another way to put the question is this: When a planter pays for two 
bundles he gets one; when he pays for ten bundles he gets five. W: 
regard this as too severe. Tor sixteen years with the tax 35 per cent 
Wwe, without a murmur, paid for four bundles and got a little less than 
three; but when you come to say you shall not have iron ties unless 
you pay 

TWO FOR ONE, 

are we not justified in appealing for justice and denouncing the enor- 
mity? And here, Mr. Chairman, in the name of God and the American 
people, I denounce the measure as undemocratic, unjust, un-Christian, 
and un-American. Yes, Mr. Chairman, in the name of a constituency 
who have elected me twice to the same Congress, I denounce three- 
fourths of the clauses of this bill as a tissue of oppressions, as a climat- 
wal abomination of iniquities 
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g,and I | 
want the cotton-growers to know what regard is had for their rights | 
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With regard to the portion of the bill contained in lines 733, 754, and 
730, Which fixes the tariff on cotton-ties, I will make the following as 
sertions: 

First. The duty proposed is an absolute prohibition 

Second. That the protection given to American manuticture by this 
tax when increased by the freight tax amounts, even at present prices 
to 100 per cent., namely: Cotto t £7 (S4.86) per ton, $34.02; pro 
posed duty, 1.4, $31.36 eight across ocean, $3.13; making $34.49 
We therefore see that the p Pos dduty nad ft ivht tax exceed the orig 
inal cost; and if iron shouid reach the price 1851 the proposed duty 
| would be a protection to American manufacturers of 150 per cent 

Third. The proposed tay stead ot ng arevenue of $608,037.81, 
as estimated by the Committee on W ind M s, would bring no net 
| revenue whatever to the Treas the House will observe that the 
| evidence before the muimission ows that with the proposed duty 
importation will be effectually suspende ; 

Fourth. That the burden placed upon Sou cotton-planters and 
laborers in Southern cotton-tields would substantial ll go to enhance 
| the profits of mill-owners, and scarcely a dollar would go to laborers in 
| iron-mills. 

Mr. SPRINGER Mr. Chairman, | move an amend: it to strike 
| out the proviso of the pending paragraph. I submit this motion for 
the purpose of making a remark in favor of the amendment bmitted 
by the gentleman from Alabama [Mr. WHEFELER rhis item of bees 
wax yields what the President of the United States calls an ineonsider 
able revenue—$239.60—hardly enough to pay the expenses of book 
keeping and the inspection required to see whether any beeswax slips 

through the tingers of the custom-house oflicers 

Now, fora great Government like ours to be engaged with all its 
powers in searching the pockets of men and women coming into this 
country to see whether they have a piece of beeswax to wax the threads 





with which they sew their clothing is, it seems to me, asmall business 


ixed for th 


Beeswax isto bet 
| whom. 

This isa It enters 
lothing. The sewing women of the country have to buy the 
purpose of waxing theirthread. It is also used for making the candles 
used in the churches to light these people on the other side from the 
dark places in which they now sit to something more real and substan 
|} tial. They not only put a tax on the sewing women; t] put a tax 
|} upon the gospel light; and as a friend remarks, a tax upon thx 
| Christmas tree, the little t ipers on Which cheer the hearts Sun 
day-school scholars. Everything is taxed by these gentlemen; nothing 
is free. [Here the hammer fell.] 1 withdraw nt 

The question being taken on the amendment « WHEELER, it 
not agreed to, there being yes 33, noc 

The Clerk read as folloy 

Glycerine, brown or y« w, of t 
60° Fahrenheit, not purified by retining or 

Mr. RANDALL I 
“‘olycerine’’ the word 
the article; and al 
‘* or less;’’ so as to cover 

The CHAIRMAN. Is 
by the gentleman from 
hears none. 

Mr. CARLISLE. I mov 
pound ”’ and inserting ** 2. I 
follow that up with a similar proposition 1 

Mr. RANDALI rw 

Mr. CARLISLE. That is not 
cent. ad valorem 

Mr. RANDALI his is 

Mr. CARLISLE. I see 
rem to a specific rate in this instan¢ 

| osition is to put a specific duty of 5 « 
| Mr. KELLEY. I think w 
} about 7 cents per pound 

Mr. CARLISLE. Why have 
in this bill a question of tha 
ter by preserving the 
reducing it from 3 n 
Mr. HASKELI I ask th n ian from Kentucl 
me to state that I have here figu of an Impor of this artiele 
writes that the duty Ll by the comm 

of the pre 
glycerin 
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rate at 2cents perpound. The amendment of the gentleman from Ken- 
tacky is a radical increase of rate over that proposed by the committee. 

Mr. TUCKER. What is the price of crude glycerine according to 
the gentleman’s information ? 

Mr. HASKELL. Ido not exactly know. 

Mr. RANDALL. Sixteen cents. 

Mr. HASKELL. I have the declaration of an importer of thisarticle 
that the present rate of 30 per cent. ad valorem amounts to 5 cents per 
pound. With slight computation gentlemen can figure out the cost of 
the article for themselves. It can be done in a little while. 

Mr. RANDALL. I can tell the gentleman that it is about 16 cents. 

Mr. TUCKER. I merelystate, for the information of the House, that 
if they will look to the tabular statement presented by the Committee 
on Ways and Means they will find the importation has been in rates on 
crude and refined, and it does not distinguish between the two, but the 
unit of value of the whole amount imported is 16 cents. But whether 
that is crude or retined, as I have already stated, does not appear. 

Mr. HASKELL. Nothing but crude has beenimported. No refined 
glycerine has been imported under the existing law. The price is 16 
cents. The present rate is 30 per cent. ad valorem, which is 5 cents 
per pound. ‘The committee fixed itat2cents. Here is the letter of an 
importer of glycerine explaining the whole matter. 

Mr. ROSECRANS.  Lrise todebate the amendment of the gentleman 
from Kentucky, and at the proper time to move to amend the rate on 
refined glycerine by reducing it from 5 cents per pound to2 cents. My 
proposition is to fix the rate on glycerine, crude and refined, at 2 cents 
per pound. Glycerine is a by-product, and is used mostly in the man- 
ufacture of high-grade explosives, which go under the general name of 
giant-powder. Glycerines are worth from 15 to 18 cents a pound. 

Now, there is but little what is called crude glycerine wanted in this 
country for anything. I doubt whether any of it is imported except to 
evade paying the tariff on that which is fit for manufacturing powder, 
worth, as I have said, from 16 to 18 cents per pound. 

Mr. RANDALL. One thousand five hundred tons of it are manufact- 
ured in this country. 

Mr. ROSECRANS. As I havestated, glycerine is useful in the man- 
ufacture of high-grade explosives. It is required to be at or over 28° 

taumé when used forexplosives. The difference in color is simply due 
to the chemicals used in the manufacturing process from which results 
the production. I believe the distinction between crude and refined 
glycerine ought to disappear from our tariff. 

Glycerine is not manufactured as a direct process. It is a by-pro- 
duct in the manufacture of stearic acid for making what is commonly 
known as star candles. It is used largely in making high-grade ex- 
plosives for mining and engineering works, in manufacturing, in the 
arts, and in pharmacy. But for these the ordinary consumption is of 
comparatively very small quantities. As I have said, the principal use 
of glycerine is in high-grade explosives. 

This consumption fixes the price and the quality of all that is made, 
except that for medicinal and officinal purposes, and for putting up 
plug tobacco. For these latter purposes, and that used as a solvent fora 
great many chemicals, it must be specially pure, but the quantity is not 
large enough to control the market. For this reason, I repeat to this 
House, that as a general rule there is no substantial necessity for a dis- 
tinction of duties between crude and refined; because the great mass on 
the market is, substantially, that used in powder making. I think 
we should fix but a single rate. I move that this be 2 cents a pound. 

| Here the hammer fell.] 

The CHAIRMAN. The question is on agreeing to the amendment 
proposed by the gentleman from Kentucky. 

The amendment was not agreed to. 

The Clerk read as follows: 

Fish-glue or isinglass, 30 per cent. ad valorem. 

Mr. ROSECRANS. 
submitted ? 

Mr.CARLISLE. The gentleman from California offered an amend- 
ment in reference to refined glycerine which I did not hear the Clerk read. 

Mr. KELLEY. I was going to propose to the gentleman from Ken- 
tucky [Mr. CARLISLE], with his consent, that lines 181 and 182 be trans- 
posed, 

Mr. CARLISLE. That is correct; it should be done. 

Mr. KELLEY. That brings the two items of glycerine immediately 
together, where they should be. 

TheCHAIRMAN. Without objection this transposition will be made. 

There was no objection. 

Mr. SPRINGER. NowI move to strike out the line just read: 

Fish-glue or isinglass, 30 per cent. ad valorem. 

Mr. KELLEY. We have now transposed them, and line 181 will 
refer to refined glycerine. 

The CHAIRMAN. The Clerk will read line 181 as transposed. 

The Clerk read as follows: 

Glycerine, refined, 5 cents per pound. 

Mr. ROSECRANS. I now move to amend this line by striking out 
“5” and inserting ‘‘ 2.” 

In addition to what I have already stated I wish to add simply this, 


What has become of the amendment which I 





that the use of giant powder is very large throughout the whoj. 
United States, but in the mining regions itis universal, | SUPpose ths 
there is no mining business going on where blasting is required tha; . 
powder is not used. Now, we have 2 cents a pound to protect t),, \. 
product of the manufacture, and I ask the attention of my colleany,.” 
the floor to this statement—that it is a by-product in the manuf... 
of candles. If we protect them to the extent of 2 centsa pound | +),,, 
we shall have done all that is necessary. And I know that the jo, 
tries which are obliged to consume this article are large and imp ‘awe 
and I think deserving of attention on the part of this committe: 

Mr. KASSON. Do I understand my friend from California to , 
to amend by making the duty 2 cents a pound in’ place of 5 on pysip, 
glycerine? ; 

Mr. ROSECRANS. Yes, sir. 

Mr. KASSON. I presume that my friend has observed that ¢}),; 
the rate fixed by the bill on the crude glycerine. 

Mr. ROSECRANS. Yes, sir; and I have stated to the committee 
a matter of fact, within my personal knowledge, that the distinct, 
between refined and crude glycerine is not worth attending to her 
a practical thing, because the quantity of crude glycerine produced ay) 
imported now would not be worthy of attention from this House. \, 
producer can afford to send it to the market if it will not do for gigy: 
powder; and the difference between refined glycerine and crude js py: 
sufficient to warrant the difference that this bill proposes in the rate 9; 
duty upon them. 

Mr. KASSON. But I think thegentleman irom California wil] gop 
that there should be a difference between a crude article and one ths! js 
advanced in manufacture. 

Mr. ROSECRANS. I think in this case, as I have said, the difterey, 
is so small and insignificant and crude glycerine is so insigniticant jy 
comparison to the refined that I think 2 cents is suflicient to protect th 
by-product. 

Mr. KELLEY. The gentleman has spoken, as well as I ean hear 
almost exclusively with reference to the use of glycerine in hich e, 
plosives, such as giant powder. Now, sir, there is searcely an element 
that enters more largely into the more delicate medicinal preparations 
than glycerine. 

The gentleman says the difference between refined and crude glyce 
ine is very slight. There are the two [exhibiting two samples of ernc 
and refined glycerine], and this, the refined, constitutes the mein in 
portation into this country. 

Mr. ROSECRANS. Will the gentleman allow me « moment? 
said that the quantity of crude glycerine that is produced and sent 
market is so small practically that it is not worth attention on t! 
floor; that no producer can afford to produce that dark colored g1\ 
ine and send it to this market in competition with the refined. 

Mr. KELLEY. Now, sir, the Committee on Ways and Means not 
only listened to interested parties but it had the highest ability tha: 
the Treasury could send to us as advisers. The distinguished gentl 
man who inspects drugs and chemicals at the Boston custom-house; th: 
gentleman that makes up our volume of home consumption imports 
and exports statistics, and Mr. Dunlap, another trusted calculator o: 
the Treasury Department. They tell us that the imports are main|) 
of crude glycerine and that the refining is done in this country; that 
the rate of duty being the same on both crude and refined, the foreigners 
would send in the crude instead of expending the labor necessary to 
refine it. Now let us put both at the same duty, and what is the etlect’ 
The effect will be that our refiners will be ruined, for the same reason 
that now leads to the importation of crude would then lead to the ex 
clusive importation of the refined. Therefore I hope the proposition 
will be voted down. 

Mr. HEWITT, of Alabama. I move to strike out the last word 
The crude glycerine is worth about 16 cents a pound. Two cents a 
pound duty is about 12 per cent. ad valorem. The refined is worth irom 
30 to 50 cents a pound, and a duty of 5 cents a pound would make the 
ad valorem rate about 12} per cent., and if we want to get any revenue 
from glycerine we had better not reduce the rate. Certainly, 12) per 
cent. ad valorem is low enough. 

I withdraw the pro forma amendment. 

The CHAIRMAN. The question is on agreeing to the amendment 
proposed by the gentleman from California. ; 

The amendment was not to. 

Mr. SPRINGER. I now move to strike out of line 181, which was 
transposed, the following words: 

Fish-glue or isinglass, 30 per cent. ad valorem. 

I see the Tariff Commission ; 

TheCHAIRMAN. Thegentleman from Illinois offersan amendment 
which he will send to the desk. 

Mr.SPRINGER. The Tariff Commission recommended that it be 
placed on the free-list. 

Mr.KELLEY. No, sir; the Tariff Commission recommended 10 cents 
a pound, which the Committee on Ways and Means adopted. 

Mr. SPRINGER. I do notsee in theirschedule any statement to that 
effect. 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair understands the gentleman from 
Illinois [Mr. SPRINGER] moves to strike out that line. 


t +} 
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Mr.SPRINGER. Yes,sir. Iseein theschedule opposite thisarticle | 
nothing in the column showing the rates recommended by the commis- 





sion. 

Mr. HASKELL. What article? 

Mr. SPRINGER. Fish-glue or isinglass. 

Mr. KELLEY. I was speaking of phosphorus. 

Mr. HASKELL. It comesin now under “ preparations of gelatine ”’ 
at the same rate as in this bill. The rate here is the same as under the 

resent law. All are included under gelatine. 

Mr. SPRINGER. That is the reason I suppose why it is reported 
here as yielding no revenue. It is reported in this table as having pro- 
duced no revenue. It was for that reason I desire to strike out the line, 
so as to put the article on the free-list. 

It is said that this bill is to protect the infant industries of the coun- 
try. I read in Webster’s Dictionary, under the word isinglass, that 
mention of its manufacture is made by Pliny; and Plimy wrote in the 
first century of the Christian era. | 

Mr. HASKELL. Let me tell the honorable gentleman trom L1linois | 
that the isinglass he is referring to, a micaceous formation, is one thing, 
and this fish-glue, made from fish-sounds, an edible preparation, is quite 
another thing. It isa recent discovery, something which Mr. Pliny 
never heard of. 

Mr. SPRINGER. Does the gentleman from Kansas understand me 
to refer to the mica used in the manufacture of stoves? 

Mr. HASKELL. I understood the gentleman to refer to isinglass, 
respecting Whicha very distinguished gentleman of ancient times, Pliny, 
wrote. | 

Mr. SPRINGER. I did not refer tothe mica used in manufacturing 
stoves, but to the isinglass, respecting which I find this language in 
Webster: 

Asemi-transparent, whitish form of gelatine, chiefly prepared fromthe sounds | 
or air-bladders of various species of sturgeon found in the rivers of Western 
Russia. Its manufacture is mentioned by Pliny. Cheaper forms of gelatine are 
not infrequently so called. 

Either, then, the gentleman from Kansas or Webster is mistaken. 
Perhaps it is Mr. Webster, or perhaps Pliny; but it may be the gentle- 
man from Kansas, although I hardly think he could be mistaken about 
anything in the tariff. 

Mr. HASKELL. This item refers to an article made of fish sounds, 
an edible preparation made in a particular way; and whatever gelatine 


ar isinglass proper may have been in the ancient times to which the | 


gentleman from Illinois has referred, this article is of recent origin in 
the United States. 

Mr. CARLISLE. There is put in the free-list in this bill all the 
stock that enters into the manufacture of this article, and I do not see 
why the article itself should not be there as well. 

Mr. KELLEY. We have not put labor in free. 

Mr. CARLISLE. You can bring all the labor here free that you 
desire. 

Mr. SPRINGER. 
2,000 years ago. 
revenue to the country, I move to strike the article out. 

The question being taken on striking out the line, the Chair stated 
that the ‘‘ noes’’ seemed to have it. 

Mr. SPRINGER. I call for a division. 
favor of this. 

The committee divided; and there were—ayes 53, noes 93 

So the motion to strike out was not agreed to. 

The Clerk read line 183, as follows: 

Phosphorus, 10 cents per pound. 

Mr. KELLEY. The letter ‘“‘s’’ should follow the word 
The word should be in the plural. 

The CHAIRMAN. If there be no objection that correction will be 
made. 

There was no objection. 

Mr. SPRINGER. I move to strike out the line: 

Phosphorus, 10 cents per pound. 

Mr. KELLEY. We have passed that. 

Mr. SPRINGER. 
the gentleman from Pennsylvania rose. 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair recognizes the gentleman from Ili- 
nois on that item. 

Mr. SPRINGER. I move tostrike out that line. 
report this article yields no revenue to the Government. 

Mr. HASKELL. It yielded $14,000 of revenue in the last year. 

Mr. SPRINGER. It is not so stated in this paper. 

Mr. HASKELL. That may be; but that is the fact. 

Mr. SPRINGER. I find on re-examining the table that the gentle- 


This is the same gelatine mentioned by Pliny 


**soap.’’ 


man from Kansas is correct in stating this item did yield a revenue; | 


but the table is wrong in not having put the amount on the right line 
in the column. It did yield $14,000 of revenue. But that being an in- 
considerable item I think it would be as well to put the article on the 

I again call the attention of gentlemen to the recommendation of the 
President that the free-list should be enlarged by putting on it arti- 


cles that yield an inconsiderable amount of revenue. 


| 


Not being an infant industry and not yielding any | 


I think the majority are in 


Oh, no; the Clerk had just read that line when | 


According to this | 
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This yields but 
$14,000, aud ought to be put on the free-list in accordance with the 


recommendation of the President 











There seems to me nothing more confusing than to have two orthre« 
thousand items of articles coming in from foreign countries to be taxed 
It causes an immens istom-house force to be employed to inspect 
articles coming into this country It requires a large number ot books 
to enter those es com ng in from day to day. Can gentlemen torm 
any idea of the amount of book-ke« ping re quired to kee pan accounts t 
these little items amount of inspection and all that sort of tl 

The book keeping and othe xpens of the Government in t 
lection of this am costs 1 than reve e Tee dl Phis ¢ y 

| does not protect any industry, and It t the President re« 
mends, it should be put on the | 

I began by moving to strike off was but an 
considerable revenue d ad 1 | i ¢ | 
| recommended a reduction of the duty 1} se to nen t 
go with me and the President neu i i » pt 
| but an inconsiderable amount « yim] 
the bill. 

| Here the hammer fell 

The motion of Mr. SPRINGER to e out i t 
The Clerk read as tollows 
Soaps, hard and soft, all which are ne eorw ‘ 
i vid d for in this act, and cast soup, 2 its per nel 
Fancy, perfumed, and all descriptions of t } i 
Sponges 
Mr. COX, of New York lL move toamend, in Is6 ot t vill by 
striking out ‘*2 cents per pound ”’ and inserting in lieu theres 10 per 
cent. ad valorem,”’ as the rate of duty on soap 
Mr. KELLEY That has been passed and the Clerk bad begun tl 
reading of the clause in relation to pron Rr? 

The CHAIRMAN it t that tl han h been passed, | 
| the gentleman from New iMr. Co was trving to get the « ot 
the Chair 

Mr. COX, of New Yor Phat is tr l ro Mr. Chairman, toad 
dress you on the question of soup soap Sun im port it elem it, aot t 
motor in civilization lam glad to see the gentlemen on the other sidk 
ot the House wiving me their verv ¢ ireful attention | Laughter } 

Mr. HASKELI It is a new thing tor the Democracy to clamor for 
cheap soap 

| Mr. CON, of New York. The gentleman trom Kansas {| Mr. HASKELL] 
| would perhaps like to have soap taxed very highly, wit the view ot 
limiting the sale and use of it in this country Now, Tam in favor of the 


largest liberty in the u 
| A MEMBER. Soit soap? 
| Mr. COX, of New York Ido not ¢ 
| soft soap, or this peculiar kind of eleg 


| Laughtes 


ot soap 


rR 


soap Which by this bill 


ire Whethe is hard soap of 


unt French 


is taxed even lower than your common soap. [ut there is one kind of 
soap I would like to see under a prohibition 
A MEMBER. Nott soap? 
| Mr. COX, of New York. No, it is not soft soap. IT mean that kind 
| of soap which was used to carry Indiana in politic 
Mr. KELLEY. In the form of ‘*muk | Laughter | 
Mr. COX, of New York. L[amnot making any party remark Ido 


not say which party used it. r side seem tothink 
| it was some reproach to them. I do not say that the Republicans used 
it, though I might quote your President on that subject, but Twill not 
| do it. 


Gentlemen on the oth 


lowest duty ad valorem N 


considered ? 


vow, What is soap, technically and carefully 


Now, it seems to me that after putting a duty of from 25 to 50 per 
| cent. on glycerine, which is a constituent part of soap, if we do not 
| consent to put soap on the free-list we might let it come in under the 


Mr. KELLEY. Will the gentleman m New Yo [Mr. Cox ] 
right there, while he is speaking of a lower ad va 1 rate of duty 
permit me to state a fact? 
| Mr. COX, of New York. I do not give 

Mr. KELLEY. The present ad valorem duty on soaps embraced in 


this line is 45 per cent.; and we reduc 

Mr. COX, of New York. I have nev 
I seldom do give way. 

Mr. KELLEY. Well, I have put the statement in. 

Mr. COX, of New York. The gentleman in conducting the debate 
on this bill seems to be following a sort of autocratic mode of his own. 
Now, gentlemen on this side of the House ought at least to have a lit 
tle liberty in the five-minute debate; the last election gave us that right. 
{Laughter.} I have only five minutes on soap. 

Sir, give me the man who will give us soap cheaply, and I do not 
care who writes the songs of the people [great laughter] or who makes 
the laws of the people. Iam in favor of the old Mohammedan doc 
trine that cleanliness is ext to godliness. 

When you see a man like my friend from Pennsylvania, covered all 
over with the smoke of the fiery furnaces of Pennsylvania; when you 
see men on that side of the House who desire again and again to be 


e it to oO per cent. 


er given way tothe gentleman; 
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cleansed and purified, so that they may stand up before the people pure 
and refined, is it not about time that we made soap cheap to everybody ? 

Give me soap free or give me death [great laughter ]—with a prefer- 
ence for the former. If we are to have any sort of tariff made here in 
the interest of reform, then let us have soap free. If you do not want 
to protect your little alkali men in Philadelphia; if you do not want 
to protect all the various fatty substances which the chemist says enter 
into the constituent parts of soap; if you want to represent your own 
constituency and make them pure, here is the opportunity. Either 
put soap on the free-list, or at least make soft soap, hard soap, and com- 
mon soap as easily reached as your fancy odorous soap that comes into 
this country from France. 

The CHAIRMAN. The time of the gentleman has expired. 

Many Members. Vote! Vote! 

‘The question was taken upon the amendment of Mr. Cox, of New 
York; and it was not agreed to. 

Mr. SPRINGER. I move to amend by striking out ‘‘2 cents per 
pound’? and inserting ‘'20 per cent. ad valorem.”’ 

I see from the census bulletin to which I have already referred that 
the soap and candle establishments in this country amount in number 
to six hundred and twenty-nine, and that the product of these factories 
during the last census year was $26,552,627. The duty during that 
time upon this article was at the rate of 45 per cent. ad valorem. This 
was the tax paid by the American people upon the article of soap. It 
yielded a revenue of less than $100,000. Twenty-five per cent. ad va- 
lorem on $26,000,000 would give about $6,000,000 as the amount which 
the people were taxed by reason of the imposition of this duty. The 
people are taxed $6,000,000 a year upon soap as a subsidy to the man- 
ufacturers, while the Government gets as reveuue the pitiful sum of 
$100,000, 

Mr. KELLEY. 
he talking about’? 

Mr. SPRINGER. Iam giving the gentleman facts—something to 
which it seems this committee is astranger. If gentlemen will look at 
the census bulletin-—— 

Mr. HASKELL. 

Mr. SPRINGER. 
for the getleman. 

The Clerk read the amendment, as follows: 


What is the gentleman giving us? What soap is 


What line of the bill is the gentleman referring to? 
Let the Clerk read the line; Iam not keeping tally 


Inline 186strike out“ 2cents per pound” and insert ‘20 per cent. ad valorem.” 

Mr. SPRINGER. The rate of duty proposed in this bill amounts to 
about 31 per cent. I move to make it 20 per cent., which is something 
like the rate recommended by the Tariff Commission. Gentlemen on 
the other side promised that we should have in their bill a reduction 
of 25 per cent. upon these articles. Now we ask that the schedule shall 
correspond with the ‘‘ thundering in the index.’? Weask that we shall 
have some relief upon some of these items. We have struck nothing 


as yet in which the reduction to the people amounts toanything. There 
is a difference between reducing rates and reducing burdens. We de- 


sire a reduction of the burdens upon the people. This bill does not 
afford it in any part that we have yet reached. Here is an item which 
yields less than $100,000 of revenue annually, an article on account of 
which the people pay $6,000,000 of tribute. 

The question being taken on the amendment of Mr. SPRINGER, it was 
not agreed to; there being—ayes 43, noes 79. 

Mr. SPRINGER. Tam amazed. [Laughter. ] 

The Clerk read as follows: 

Fancy, perfumed, and all descriptions of toilet soaps, 15 cents per pound. 

Mr. SPRINGER. I move to amend by striking out “ 
pound’ and inserting ‘20 per cent. ad valorem.”’ 

Mr. HASKELL. That is an advance on the average rate. 

Mr. SPRINGER. The rate proposed in this bill, as I understand, 
amounts to about 30 per cent. 

The amendment of Mr. SPRINGER was not agreed to. 

Mr. HEWITT, of Alabama. I move to amend by striking out **15 
cents per pound’? and inserting ‘‘30 per cent. ad valorem.’’ Mr. 
Chairman, I make this motion in good faith, because I am in favor of 
this Congress passing some bill upon this subject. Thirty per cent. 
ad valorem is about equivalent upon an average to 15 cents per pound. 
Of these fancy soaps there are nearly two hundred varieties, varying in 
price from 25 cents a pound up to $2 or $3.a pound. The duty of 15 
cents a pound would be prohibitory upon the lower grades of these fancy 
soaps. It seems to me that in all cases where there is such a variety in 
the articles and such a difference in prices an ad valorem duty would 
be better than a specific duty. I have therefore offered this amend- 
ment in good faith. I will add the statement, which I think I have a 
right to make, that this amendment has been adopted by a vote of the 
Senate after full discussion. 

The amendment of Mr. Hewitt, of Alabama, was not agreed to. 

The Clerk read as follows: 

20 per cent. ad valorem 

Mr. WHEELER. 

the line just read, 


15 cents per 


Sponges, 


Mr. Chairmaan, I move to amend by striking out 
It has been stated on the other side of the House 
that we must have specific duties to prevent undervaluation and fraud. 
The distinguished gentleman from Ohio [Mr. MCKINLEY] gave usa 
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long lecture on this subject last Saturday. We went to great eXpense 
to create a tariff commission. They worked hard all summer. Thee 
took an immense amount of evidence, and here we have it printed in ton 
large volumes. . 

It is elaborate enough and voluminous enough to make a very re 
spectable contested-election case. 

I have examined the volumes and I find but one paragraph ot 
dence upon the subject of sponges. 

Opposed as we are tospecificduties, we must admit that a committee 
so partial to them might have regarded this evidence as pointedly jy 
dicating this as a special case where specific duties were warranted 

The evidence I refer to which explains what sponges are, and the 
difficulties encountered in collecting duties thereon, is expressed in these 
words: 


evi 


A crude substance : the sponge trade is chiefly in the hands of the Hebrews, ang 
is very largely undervalued at the custom-house. 

I do not concur with regard to the implied reflection upon the intes 
rity of Hebrews. My experience and observation long since taught 
me that all the virtue and morality is not confined to people of other 
religions. The Hebrews I have had the good fortune to meet are most 
exemplary as citizens, industrious, and honest in their business rel,- 
tions. I have neverseen a Jew drunkard, a Jew beggar, ora Jew thie 
There is much in them to admire, particularly in their charity toward 
each other. And it is very possible that a close investigation would 
show that somebody besides Jews has undervalued these articles: but 
with this undisputed evidence of undervaluation before the commission 
and before the Committee on Ways and Means, they seem for the mo 
ment to forget their arguments against ad valorem tax and adopt that 
character of duty in a case where it should certainly be specific. I simply 
refer to this to show the inconsistencies of the present bill and to demon- 
strate that the great efforts of the Tariff Commission have not done us 
much good. 

Mr. DAVIDSON. I rise to oppose the amendment. I know not 
whether I will agree with my friend from Alabama in reference to cot 
ton-ties or not, but I disagree with him on the question of sponges, and 
I hope the committee will vote his proposition down. 

Mr. HASKELL. I wish to say a word concerning this article o/ 
sponges. Several times honorable gentlemen on the other side hay 
made remarks to show the inconsistency of the committee, and al! 
that sort of stuff. I wish to say on sponges there isnot enough of wis 
dom in all humanity to make a specilic rate that will work on sponges 

Mr. WHEELER. For that reason why not put it on the free-list ? 

Mr. HASKELL. Some of them are almost valueless and some of 
them are worth over a dollar a pound, and between these extreme rates 
no specific rate can be levied at all. The only thing which could be 
done is to put them at this ad valorem rate. 

Mr. WHEELER’S amendment was disagreed to. 

The Clerk read as follows: 

Sumac, one-half of 1 cent per pound. 


Mr. HERBERT. In line 190 I move to strike out ‘‘ one-half of 1 cent 
per pound’’ and in lieu thereof to insert ‘‘three-tenths of 1 cent per 
pound.”’ 

Mr. Chairman, this item of sumac is more important than it would 
seem to be at first blush. The proposition of the committee is to in 
crease it about 150 per cent. over the present tax onsumae. ‘The pur- 
pose is to catch votes in Virginia, which gentlemen seem to think they 
will need to enable them to sustain their high tariff. Sumac is used in 
dyeing and principally in tanning goat-skins. 

Mr. ROBINSON, of Massachusetts. Does my friend from Alabama 
mean to insinuate that the Virginia members can be bought on such a 
trifling matter as that? 

Mr. HERBERT. I have not time to go into that. 

Mr. WHEELER. That was the argument of the other side of the 
House last winter. 

Mr. HERBERT. I have not time now to go into that. 

Mr. ROBINSON, of Massachusetts. I will withdraw my interrup 
tion. 

Mr. HERBERT. Sumac is used principally in tanning goat-skins 
Manufacturers of sumac came before the committee—betore the com- 
mission first—and asked an increase of duty on sumac to prevent the 
importation of the foreign article. So it was increased from 10 per 
cent. ad valorem, at which it is now, and where it yields a revenue 0! 
$46,441, up to one-half of 1 cent per pound, which it is estimated by 
the statisticians will yield a revenue of $87,437, being an increase 0! 
nearly 100 per cent. 

Yet further to favor that industry an increase was asked on tanned 
goat-skins, and it will beseen by gentlemen looking further on in the il! 
that the committee have recommended an increase of from 10 to 20 pe! 
cent. on that article. Now, the revenue on tanned goat-skins 1s 3! 
present $131,850. This increase by the committee in these two i{cms 
will be practically prohibitory, so that we shall lose $46,000 revenue, 
or nearly that—entirely that if it be prohibitory on sumac, and we 
shall lose $87,000 on tanned goat-skins. 

Whatistheresult? The farmer has to compete with the foreigner whe 
brings in goat-skins untanned because that is the shape in which the 
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t-skinsarrive and leave the handof the farmer. Untanned goa!-skins 
are brought in free to compete with him, but the tanner is not allowed 
to compete with the farmer, and the sumac-gatherer is not allowed to 
compete with the farmer. Both of them have the benefit, and the effect 
of that tax is to add to the price of morocco leather, or leather out of 
which the common ladies’ shoes are made. So that when a farmer 
comes to buy a pair of Sunday shoes for his wife or daughter he has to 
pay an increased tribute under this bill; first, to the sumac-gatherer, 
which helps the tariff men, and secondly, to the tanner, which also helps 
them, and lastly, the revenues are decreased $150,000, 

{Here the hammer fell. ] 

The committee divided; and there were—ayes 35, noes 63 

So Mr. HERBERT'S amendment was rejected. 

Mr. RANDALL. After the word ‘‘sumac,’’ I move to insert th 
word ‘‘ground.’’? It makes the text clear. It is the proper definition. 
When sumac is sent to market it always comes in that condition, and 
therefore the proper phrase is ‘‘sumac, ground.’ 

The amendment was agreed to. 

The Clerk read as follows: 

Sumac, extract of, 20 per cent. ad valorem. 

Mr. ANDERSON. I see by the table—— 

The CHAIRMAN. What is the gentleman's amendment ’ 

Mr. ANDERSON. I move to make the rate the same as it is undet 
the present law. 

If I understand these tables, Mr. Chairman 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair has not been able to 
ment of the gentleman. 

Mr. ANDERSON. My motion is to strike out ‘‘twenty,’”’ in line 
191, and insert *‘ten;’’ so as to make it conform to the present law 

I make that motion for the purpose of obtaining some little informa 
tion upon the subject. As I understand these tables under the present 
law the equivalent duty on this article is 10 per cent. ad valorem. — By 
the proposition embodied in the House bill it is 18.96 per cent. In 
other words I would like to inquire two things: first, as to whether the 
Tariff Commission recommended in their report to put this article on 
the free-list, and secondly, whether the Committee on Ways and Means 
have increased the rate of duty ? 

Mr. HASKELL. 
the present law. 

Mr. ANDERSON. [ withdraw the amendment 

The Clerk read as follows: 

Acid, acetic, acetous, or pyroligneous acid, not exceeding the specif 
of 1.047, 2 cents per pound; exceeding the specific 
pound. 

Mr. TOWNSHEND, of Illinois. I move that this paragraph be 
stricken from the bill, and that these articles be placed upon the free- 
list. 

The CHAIRMAN. The Clerk will report the amendment proposed 
by the gentleman from Illinois. 

The Clerk read as follows: 

Strike out lines 192, 193, 194, 195, and 196, and place the articles enumerated 
therein upon the free-list. 

Mr. TOWNSHEND, of Illinois. Mr. Chairman, the statement fur- 
nished to us from the Treasury Department shows that of these acids 
those not exceeding the specilic gravity of 1.047 realized to the Treas- 
ury last year in the shape of revenue $176. The same authority esti- 
mates that after the reduction made by the Tariff Commission to 2 cents 
a pound the Treasury will only realize in revenue for the coming year 
$70.40. 


On the acids embraced in this clause which exceed the specitic gravity 


vet the amend 


Sumac, extract of, is 20 percent. ad valorem under 


ie gravity 
gravity of 1.047, 10 cents per 


of 1.047 the estimates are that there will be realized in the shape of 


revenue only 20 cents next year. Now, it is plainly to be seen that this 
is simply a prohibitory statute. It is not protection, as the term is 
ordinarily understood; it is prohibition in its worst form. 

Gentlemen upon the other side of the House have frequently insisted 
during the course of this debate that the object of the tariff was, first, 
to furnish protection to American labor; and next that it should be a 
system which would realize sufficient revenues for the support of the 
Government. I believe, Mr. Chairman, in the light of facts which are 
apparent all through this bill, that the pretense is wholly without foun- 
dation and that there is no truth in it. 

In the second item embodied in this paragraph there is no revenue to 
be realized, as I have said, and I assert here without fear of contradic- 
tion that there is in this instance no purpose to raise revenue. What 
is the object of such a prohibitory tax? These acids, | understand, are 
used in making dyes for cotton goods. 

I can not see how you are protecting American labor engaged in man- 
ufacturing when you are hampering the introduction into this country 
and enhancing the cost of the crude materials which enter into the man- 


ufactures of such of our important industries as the manutactures of 


cotton goods. This bill in reality will prove to be an injury and op- 
pression to the American laborer. It must be evident toall who study 
this bill that the claim so often made here that this revision is intended 
merely as a protection to the laborers in the industries of the country is 

se. The census statistics compiled during the last year upon exam- 
ination will disclose the fact that during 1880 there was found to be in- 
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In manufacturing enterprises of all kin [ ‘ ‘ 
22,790,272, 660 of « pital 

It will be further discover d by reference to the tables acc , 
the census that there was paid out in the shape of wages t iW 
S9G67,953. 795: thr re Was paid ma l used 
factures something over 33,000,000.000 rl ot yy 
Was 1 €XCess Of So QUO 000. ) | é é 36 
different tables and Ifa ais t ‘ ( ‘ e | t 
to capital invested in ali Man ul ‘ | 
cent., and that the income on ’ r é Your | 
then, is made for th« purypx 1) percent 
prott and made te realize only mer « 

When, Mr. Chair the bill 14 in 
Congress in 1846 l I \ ‘ e taxation 
there, a famous, ab and courage 1 Tey wr the State of 
Pennsylvania, David Wilmot, declared on t) , the | se that 
protection wasan abomination. W d t De lvanian 
say of this bill if he were present { 

Mr. KELLE)\ iI d tostump : 
throughout a series of years after that 

Mr. TOWNSHEND, of Ll I 7 
the gentleman will not tal from 1 

1 would that we | ul t Ives I 
denounce the i quit that you propose to ] ' net 
try under the present so-called tariff bill Mr. ( 1 trnet | 
may be periiit al it e the lang lige ol t 
David Wilmot, in Con on the occasion to w 
Ile said in refers eto tl i bill that he | 
and oppre ve, 1 burdens upon the 
try for the purpose of | yam mopol 
land.’ He belie ad rl nil bo ) 
enius of oul s iflo pt 1 oto ( 
fatally subversive of th hts and liberties of the peo | 
luvor ot *’al enu ta ~ OL § ‘ nail, past. ar t 
which would uit «x | protection to all, « 1) t 
none 

I would to God, Mr. Chia that the 1% to-day 
had the courage and tl (a) 1) ! 
hi 146 

Mr. RANDALI ce to speak to th . 
articles first mentioned het ll three i ey val 
from wood. Formerly th \ ule yn i 
taking the equi lent ad in th \¥ ( 
to 10 percent " O pet t ) { 
large reduction 

I PROM THE SENAT 

The committee informally ros and Mr ie ! ' em the 
chair as Speaker pro temp L Inessage fromthe Senate, by Mr. SyMpP 
SON, one of its clerks, informed the House that the Senate 1 ad passed. 
Withamendments, in which the concurrence of the Ho quested, 
the joint resolution (If. Res inner cay pri for continuing 
the work of the Tenth Cen 

The Committee of the Whole resume t ‘ i 

PARIFI 

Mr. HASKELL 1 ck to suy a word on this item, because it fur 
nishes a good illustration of the wise policy of the committee. We have 
reduced the duty from 5 cents per pound to 2 cents, and from 30 cents 


per pound to 10 cents per pound It is the acid used in the reduction 


of lead, and we have put the rate at what it is in the bill for the pur 
pose of making the business thorou thiy compctitive 

Mr. TOWNSHEND, of Illino Its use Is in dyeing, not in manu 
ficturing 

Mr. HASKELI The gentleman is mistaket 

Mr. TOWNSHEND, of Illinois | im quoting | mul authority 
Mr. ALDRICH, of Rhode Island 

Mr. HASKELL Itis used in the manutaeture of dyes, but its great 
consumption 1s in the corroding of lead And wel ‘ he irate 
which will enable the tide-water industries to import the article if the 
prices at home are found to be too higl We |] made this great 
reduction in the interest of competition 

Mr. TOWNSHEND, of Illino Wi tire a t Dre i offi- 


cials say that only 20 cents will be realized from th rticl 


Mr. HASKELL 


Because the went on the basis of th ln portation 
under the old rate of 30 cents per pound 
Mr. TOWNSHEND, of Iino But that rat changed and they 
give 20 cents as the amount of importation under the new rate 
Mr. HASKELI The gentleman from Illinois ought to know that 
| these estimates are based on the importations of last year They have 
been stated to be unfair and this very item shows they are unthir; 
because in reducing the rate from 30 cents a pound to 10 cen ind 
the duty ceases to be prohibitory and imports will be allowed 
Mr. SPRINGER Iam glad to hear the gentleman say th 1 th 
case the rates have been reduced from being prohibitory so as to allow 
importation 
Mr. TOWNSHEND, of Illinois. The table estimates wh I have 
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mentioned as the importation under the reduced tariff proposed by the 
committee. 


Mr. HASKELL. The gentleman does not seem to understand the | 


estimates of theexpertatall. Ifthe same importations should continue 
the next year as last year, the expert says the result would be so and so; 
but the expert docs not say what will be the amount of duty received 
under this bill. That is, it has not come into his method of making his 
estimates that in reducing the duty from the prohibitory rate of 30 cents 
to a revenue rate of 10 cents there would be undoubtedly importation. 
So that this item which has been made the occasion of a severe criticism 
of the committee is really illustrative in every line of it of that policy 
which the committee has followed wherever it found a prohibitory rate, 
to lower it in the interest of competition. 

Mr. SPRINGER rose. 

Mr. KELLEY. Will the gentleman from Illinois allow me one mo- 


ment before he proceeds? I want to say to his colleague [Mr. Town- | 


SHEND | that I have here the tariff of 1846, for the defense of which he 
so eulogized Wilmot, who, like myself at that time, had scales on his 
eyes and was a free-trader. And I wish to say that that tariff put a 
higher duty on these acids than we now propose to put on them. Ac- 
cording te the gentleman from Illinois, what was all right then is all 
wrong now. 

Mr. TOWNSHEND, of Illinois. Mr. Wilmot said that same bill of 
1546 was a bill of abominations, and I am satisfied if he were here now 
he would say the same thing of this bill. 

Mr. KELLEY. That was the bill of 1842. You eulogized him for 
approving your free-trade bill of 1846, which put higher duties on these 
articles than the committee now proposes. 

Mr. SPRINGER. [| thank the Committee on Ways and Means for 
putting one line in this bill that seems to follow the recommendations 
of the ‘TariffCommission and responds to the demands of the people for 
a revenue tariff. They have taken an article from the prohibitory list, 
to-wit: acids, of which only 3,000 pounds were imported last year under 
one head and 2 pounds under the other, and put such rates upon it that 
it may yield revenue. 

The committee are to be commended for its wisdom here, and the 
only thing I regret is that the wisdom has only been apparent in two 
lines of the bill up to this point, whiJe the rule has been the other way 
on all the other articles. 

1 amalso much obliged to the gentleman from Kansas [ Mr. HASKELL] 
for the statement that this estimate as to the amount of reductions 
under this bill is delusive and unreliable. The Treasury stated under 
these items there would be with the same importations as last year 
$70.40 of revenue in one case and 20 cents of revenue in the other, an 
inconsiderable revenue not worth the collection. But the gentleman 
from Kansas reminds us that when you have reduced the rate you have 
raised the revenue, and therefore we may expect a large sum of money 
under this tax in the next fiscal year after this law goes into effect. 

That is the admission of a fact which gentlemen on this side of the 
Hlouse have been trying to beat into the minds of our colleagues on the 
other side ever since this tariff discussion began; that is, that a reduc- 
tion of rates which are now prohibitory and above the revenue standard 
will increase the revenues of the Government. 

If there is any reduction of rates proposed by this bill, instead of re- 
dlucing the revenues of the Government it will, as the gentleman from 
Kansas has just stated, increase the revenues. Therefore, wherein this 
bill isright it will increase the revenues of the Government, and wherein 
it is wrong it will increase the subsidies to manufacturers. I therefore 
ask gentlemen to reverse their policy, the rule of this bill, and make 
the exception the rule, and we will then have a good revenue tariff. 

I withdraw my pro forma amendment and will support the motion of 
my colleague [ Mr. TOWNSHEND]. 

Mr. ROSECRANS. Has the time for debate expired upon the pend- 
ing amendment? 

The CHAIRMAN. It has, 

Mr. ROSECRANS. Then I will move to strike out the last word. 
In looking over four pages of this tariff bill I have found twenty-one 
articles on the dutiable list, the highest revenue produced from any of 
them being $768, and the most of them yielding little or nothing in the 
way of revenue. In regard to the article now under consideration I 
notice it is estimated that the rate here proposed will yield a revenue 
of 20 cents. 

I did feel disposed to submit to this House the propriety of striking 
from the list of dutiable articles all those which are not fairly estimated 


to yield a thousand dollars a year of revenue. But I find that those | 


who are skilled in supplying the information upon which the Commit- 
tee on Ways and Means is obliged to act have shown various ways in 
which such a course would not be advisable; that perhaps such a rule 
as that might strike some article which ought not to be stricken from 
the dutiable list. I hesitate, therefore, whether or not to submit such 
a proposition, 

L intended to submit the very motion which has been made by the 
honorable gentleman from Illinois [Mr. TOWNSHEND]. I suggest to 
the House to consider whether or not it may not be better to strike 
from the dutiable list in this tariff bill all articles that will not yield 
a nvenue of $1,000 a year. Ido not make the motion, but I suggest it 


JANUARY 30, 
to the committee. In this particular case I believe the article should 
be stricken from the dutiable list. 

Mr. SPRINGER. That is what the President has recommended 

Mr. BUCKNER. Allow me to say to the gentleman from California 
{Mr. RosEcRANS] that the Secretary of the Treasury some years oom 
recommended that all articles should be stricken from the dutiahle list 
which did not yield a revenue of $10,000 a year. 

Mr. ROSECRANS. I withdraw my pro forma amendment. 

The question was taken upon the motion of Mr. Townsnuenp, of 
Illinois, to strike out the pending paragraph, and it was not agreed to. 

The Clerk read as follows: 

Acid, citric, 10 cents per pound. 

Acid, tartaric, 10 cents per pound. 

Mr. CARLISLE. Here is another item which yields very little rew 
| enue; last year but $1.27. I move to strike out the clause ** Acid, tar- 
taric, 10 cents per pound.’’ 
| I desire simply to say that this article now yields a revenue of $1.27. 

and should this bill become a law and there should be the same im- 
portations under it as under the present law, this article would yield a 
yearly revenue of but 85 cents. 5 

Mr. KELLEY. But we propose to reduce the duty on this article 
33 per cent. 

Mr. CARLISLE. What difference will that make? 

Mr. KELLEY. And wader the general doctrine that with lower 
duties we will obtain more revenue, we will under the proposed duty 
get more revenue from this article. . 

Mr. CARLISLE. Why retain a long list of articles which yield but 
a few dollars or cents each of revenue? Why not simplify the tariff 
laws of the country by putting allsuch articles on the free-list ? 

Mr. SPRINGER. Will the gentleman from Pennsylvania [Mr 
KELLEY] state to the committee whether this reduction of the rate of 
duty will increase the revenue? 

Mr. KELLEY. I believe it will; but I can not tell what will be the 
condition of the weather on any day next year. 

Mr. SPRINGER. Is not that the effect of reducing prohibitory rates 
of duty, to increase the revenues of the Government ? 

Mr. KASSON. The question is whether this proposed duty will not 
be equally prohibitory. 

Mr. SPRINGER. [am asking the gentleman from Pennsylvania the 
question. 
| Mr. KELLEY. A reduction of duties which are now prohibitory to 
a rate which will permit importations will increase revenue. 

Mr. SPRINGER. Yes. 

Mr. KELLEY. That is an inflexible law. 

Mr. SPRINGER. Certainly. 

Mr. HASKELL. As is the axiom that two and two make four. 

Mr. KELLEY. I believe that by reducing the rate of duty on this 
article 33 per cent. we will give a chance for competitive importations; 
but I think it would be dangerous to put the article on the tree-list. 

Mr. MORRISON. If my colleague [Mr. SPRINGER] will allow me, 
I will ask the gentleman from Pennsylvania [Mr. KELLEY] if the 
object of reducing the rate of duty on this article or any other was to 
invite impdtations? 

Mr. KELMEY. I do not know that it was; I can not speak for you. 

Mr. HASKELL. Allow me to make just a statement to illustrate 
what my friend from Illinois [Mr. SPRINGER] isdriving at. He scolds 
us if we do not reduce rates of duties, and says that we are leaving bur- 
dens on the people. And then when we do reduce the rates, precisely 
as he asks us to do, he stands up in holy horror and says that the re- 
duction of the rates will increase the revenues of the Government, and 
they do not want to increase the burdens of the people. 

Mr. SPRINGER. Allow me a single word in answer to the gentle- 
man from Kansas [Mr. HASKELL]. The gentleman says that I com- 
plain of the reduction of the rates of duty so as to produce increased 
revenue. I do not complain of that. Iam perfectly willing to make 
this tariff a revenue tariff, and to put on the free-list a sufficient num- 
ber of articles to reduce the revenue to be derived under this tariff to 
the amount needed by the Government. That is what I am in favor 
of. Wecan not dothatby rates whichare prohibitory, or whichamount 
to prohibition, on the principle of high protection to home industry. 

Mr. SPARKS. Mr. Chairman—— 

The CHAIRMAN. Does the gentleman rise to oppose the amend- 
ment? 

Mr. HAMMOND, of Georgia. I rise to a parliamentary inquiry. 

The CHAIRMAN. The gentleman will state it. 

Mr. HAMMOND, of Georgia. The estimated income from this arti- 
cle, under the proposed rate of duty, is 85 cents. Now, I want to 
know if I should pay that sum now, will that stop the debate and get 
| this item out of the bill? (Laughter. ] 
| Mr. SPARKS. Mr. Chairman, I desire to say that this is a reduction 
of taxes just such as I tried to depict yesterday when I made a few re- 
marks on this bill. This item isa fairexemplar of the spirit and intent 
of the whole bill. This item is a palpable cheat and a fraud upon the 
people of the country. That there is proposed here a reduction of duty 
from 15 cents to 10 cents per pound on this article is an unquestioned 
fact. But you will perceive, sir, that it is made upon an article the rev- 
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ogues from which amounted to the enormous sum of $1.27 for the last | 
sal year. The reduction leaves it in such shape that for the next 
weal it isestimated toamount to 85cents. Now, sir, let these reformers 
“> the tariff go before the people and tell them that we are reducing 
waxes; that we have reduced the tax on the whole importation of tar- 
sasie acid from $1.27 to 85 cents per annum. And this sort of a sham 
to be paraded before the tax-payers of this country as a “ tariff 
Will they not be delighted when they learn that the 54,000,000 peo- 
Je of this country, instead of paying the aggregate sum of $1.27 upon 
a importation of tartaric acid, upon the recommendation of this 


iunketing Tariff Commission and by a bill matured and brought into | any legitimate manufacturing 
Congress by the Committee on Ways and Means of this House they | Government enormously 


will hereafter have to pay only 85 cents? Sir, I feel that this 54,000,- 


ao of people should in great humility and with much thankfulness ex- | between the two systems and th: 
committee and to the House their great obligations for this | masses and the country. 


press to the : é ; 
reduction. I hope, however, that they will pause long enough in doing 
~« to give me some little consideration for trying in my humble way 
to expose this most egregious ‘‘sham.”’ 


The question being taken on the amendment of Mr. CARLISLE, it was | 


not agreed to. 

The Clerk read as follows: 

Camphor, refined, 5 cents per pound. 

Mr. TOWNSHEND, of Illinois. 
strike out the line last read. 

Mr. TUCKER. Allow me to make a suggestion in the interest of all 
parties. The Clerk reads very fast and sometimes in these short items 
asses SO rapidly from one to another that members have not time to 
get in their amendments. Would it not be well for the Clerk, after 
reading a line or paragraph, to pause for a moment to see whether any 
one desires to offer an amendment ? 

The CHAIRMAN. 
in the reading of the bili. 

Mr. TOWNSHEND, of Ulinois. I move to amend by striking out 
the line last read. Mr. Chairman, the amount of refined camphor im- 
ported into the United States last year was eleven pounds; the value 


of that import was $! 


I desire to offer an amendment to 


cents. 
have not proposed any change whatever in this rate of duty. There- 
fore it was an easy task for the Treasury official to estimate, as he has 
doue in this table, the amount of revenue which will be realized next 
year at 5 cents. 


Mr. Chairman, this is one of the best illustrations of the effect of the | 
present bill in enabling men to become rich by law at the expense of | 


those who dig their money out of the soil or earn it in the sweat of 
their brow. In my judgment no good excuse can be given by this com- 
mittee for continuing this rate of duty, when the fact stares them squarely 
in theface that there will not be any greater amount of revenue derived 
trom it the coming year than was derived the last year, as the existing 
rate of duty is continued. It is purely and simply a prohibitory tax. 
fhe bill virtually says to the American people you shall not buy this 


article from any person except the few favored individuals engaged in | 


its manufacture in this country. 

The manufacturers engaged in the manufacture of this article are 
demanding at the hands of Congress that we shall enrich them by legis- 
islation—that we shall vote them bounty out of the pockets of people 
who earn their money by honest labor. This is all I wanted to say in 
regard to this article. I hope the committee will strike out this item 
and place it in the free-list. 

Mr. HEPBURN. Mr. Chairman, I wish to call the attention of the 
House to the sincerity of the gentleman who has last spoken. I re- 
member that he has been the eulogist of the tariff of 1846. 

Mr. TOWNSHEND, of Illinois. I was not. I was quoting David 
Wilmot. 

Mr. HEPBURN. 
eulogizing that tariff. 

Mr. TOWNSHEND, of Illinois. 


The gentleman was eulogizing David Wilmot for 


No, sir; he did not eulogize the 


tariff of 1846. 

Mr. HEPBURN. Let me call the gentleman’s attention to the | 
fuet—— 

Mr. TOWNSHEND, of Illinois. Will the gentleman allow me one 
word ? 


Mr. HEPBURN. No,sir; notnow. Atthe last session of Congress, 
upon a proposition of the gentleman from Texas declaring that the tariff 
of 1846 was the proper one to be adopted by this House, the gentleman 
from Illinois voted ‘‘ ay.”’ 

Now, in that tariff of 1846 which the gentleman eulogized and which 
he declared was the proper one for this country to adopt, I find that 
this same article so constantly in use by the poor (the champion of 
whom the gentleman is) was taxed 9 cents a pound or 40 per cent. 
{laughter}, while this bill reduces the tax nearly 100 per cent. 
simply call the attention of the House to the consistency of the gen- 
tleman in thus dcclaring himself so earnestly in favor of the poor. 
{Laughter and applause. | 

Mr. TOWNSHEND, of Illinois. Mr. Chairman, | move to amend 
the amendment by striking out the last word. My friend trom Iowa 
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?) 
(Mr. HEPBURN] was mistaken in saying that I had eulogized the tarifl 


of 1846. 1 was simply calling attention to the fact that Pennsylvania 
at that day had a brave, truthful representative, who in scathing lan 


ed 





guage denounced the doctrine of protection un abominat when 
discussing the tariff of 1846 
But while on my feet I will say to my friend that there are many 
| things in the tariff of 1846 which I do heartily approve I think it 
Was & Vast Improvement over the tariff of 1542, and was a much bet 
ter tariff than the present or the one embraced in this bill Che tariff 
of 1846 contained some provisions which were not wise; but it was in 
the main right. It was mainly a revenue tariff, l without injuring 
interest increased revenues of the 
The operation and etiect ¢ the protective 
tariff of 1842 and the revenue tariff ot 1346 illustrated the difference 
eat \ of t ter to the 
Mr. BUCK. The tariff of 1346 ruined nearly ¢ \ ‘ 1 manu 
facturer in Connecticut. I name especially the ‘Thompson Carpet Manu 
factory of Thompsonville, and the woolen manutic of Rockville 
Mr. TOWNSHEND, of Illinois. I do not know it the elect of 
| the tariff of 1846 was upon the few individuals engaged in the manu 
| factures mentioned, the tew bloated aristocrats engaged in woolen man 
| ufacture in Connecticut. [Laughterand applaus: I know it brought 
| relief to the homes of the poor and the laboring classes of the ntry 
| Ialso know that the tariff of 1846 brought an era of pr to the 
| industries that never previously existed at any period un protect 
| ive tariff. Now, all I wish to say to my friend is 
|} [Here the hammer fell. } 
| The CHAIRMAN. Does the gen ’ thir h Tr 
amendment to the amendment ? 
| Mr. TOWNSHEND, of Ilin I di 
Theamendmentof Mr. TOWNSHEND, of Hlinois, was then reed to 
The Clerk read as follows 
Castor beans or seeds, 50 cents per hae tifty p i 
| Mr. COX, of New York move to add at th t ord 
| ‘*pounds,”’ the following words 
Provided, The same shal ot exceed 59 1 
It seems, sir, these castor-beans are used in this country tor the pur 
| pose of making—what gent! non the other side ofthe House will at 
| once understand—making castor-oil. [Laughter It is in thet what 
| may be properly termed an infant industry. [Renewed laughter. ] 
Scareely any member of this House, even my venerable friend from 
| Pennsylvania, but will recall something of those early days when he 
was compelled, irrespective of duties, specific or otherwise, to take the 





“3 ‘ 
een beat 


‘ 
xpressed in this 
of Pennsylvania iron from the bean 


| pure castor-oil which is « 
} 


es country betw | plates 


Mr. KELLEY. Ido not remember they used senna and manna 
jin my family. [Laughter 
| Mr. COX, of New York. The gentleman does not perhaps remem 
| ber it or perhaps never underwent that sort of purgation. I mad 


wae a 


speech a moment ago in fivor of soap Now, soap only takes care of 


the outside of the platter. The gentleman from Pennsylvania perhaps 

| got something internal and got it no doubt free of duty | Laughter. } 
But to come back to the matter seriously. Here we have castor beans 

or seeds, 50 cents per bushel of fifty pounds. There are only eight es 


tablishments making this oil, only one hundred and eighty-seven per 
sons, males, engaged in it, and one child I } the 


pbave 
and only $474,000 of money invested in it 


reports here 


Mr. KELLEY Not more yx ople than that engaged in raising castor 
beans ? 

Mr. COX, of New York. In making castor-oil 

Mr. KELLEY. You are talking about beans. 

Mr. COX, of New York. Iam talking of both, for one is the prod 
uct of the other. You see by these tables there is no importation of 
beans. 

Mr. KELLEY. One is the product of the other, for without castor 
beans there would be no castor-gil 

Mr. COX, of New York. I will do my own process of ratiocination 

} Mr. KELLEY. That word knocks me. [Laughter 
Mr. COX, of New York. If I do not connect the oil with the bean 


then my remarks will go for nothing t] 
tion’’ accordingly.. [ Laughter. ] 
Mr. Chairman, just look at it. 


amounted to 47,000 bushel 
| lected was $28,000. It 


Ll will make 


Ti 


concatenar 


Our castor-} 


vans imported last year 
on which the duty col 
is estimated now weshall have $23,000 revenue 


$418,000 worth 


from it. The tax on it is 50 cents a bushel now, over 48 per cent. ad 
| valorem. It appears on the castor-bean there h heen a reduction 
| from last year, that is from the present tariff [ mean mall reduction 
of 58 per cent. to 48 per cent.; and I should like to know from this 
committee, from these gentlemen who have these castor-bcans raised in 
| their own districts, why it that thev raise this tariff above the esti- 
| mates of the commissiot They did it and they have never given any 
} reason for it. They are thoroughly dumb 
Mr. KELLEY. You are using such large words you ought not to 


challenge m 
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Mr. COX, of New York. You are using such large ad valorems I | 
must use words in comparison with them. { Laughter. ] The gentle- 
man can give no reason why they have raised it above the estimates of 
the Tariff Commission. When we come to find it out perhaps ten to 
one but what we will find it is done in favor of some infant industry 
in Kansas and Pennsylvania, or somewhere else in connection with this 


matter. They raise beans out there, and the beans make oil, and there | 
is a little joker in connection with this business somewhere. [Laugh- 
ter.} 11 the object of this bill is as I think it is, or if the result of the 


bill is to make all our duties which are raised or produced in this coun- 
try scarcer and harder they succeed by these high tariffs. 

What is the tariff on this castor-oil? Ido not mean the bean; onthe 
bean it is 40 per cent. What is the tariffon castor-oilnow? Why, sir, 
it is 128 per cent., and yet they now propose to get it up higher and 
beyond what the commission had recommended. 

| Here the hammer fell. ] 

Mr. SVURINGER. I move to strike out the last word. I ask the 
chairman of the committee why on this item the committee concluded 
to raise the rate from 20 to 50 cents a bushel? Thirty was the rate 
recommended by the Tariff Commission, a body which was created for 
the purpose of representing all of the industries of the country, and I 
had supposed all of them had a representative on it, but it seems that 
the castor-bean was omitted from the members of that committee and 
they have asked for a rate here of 30 cents a bushel as the rate of tax 
on the bean. Now, the gentlemen composing the Committee on Ways 
and Means have raised it to 50 cents a bushel, and I wish to know 
whether there is any reason for it. That isall. [Cries of ‘‘ Vote!’’] 

Mr, RANDALL. I think I can answer that. 

Mr. SPRINGER. That is right. 

Mr. RANDALL. ‘This is a Western interest, and I voted in the com- 
mittee at the instance, as I understood, of an Illinois manufacturer. 

Mr. SVRINGER. Well I can speak for Illinois. I can tell the gen- 
tlemen that Illinois does not want any protection on beans. If it was 
put into the tariff on the assumed wish of the State of Ilinois it had 
just as well be taken off. : 

Mr. HASKELL. I will speak for that item. This is a matter of 
considerable importance, and if I can have the attention of the commit- 
tee for a moment I think they willagree with me. In the entire Mis- 
sissippi Valley the castor-bean crop—taking in the States of Illinois, Ne- 
braska, Missouri, Arkansas and Kansas—is one of the most valuable 
crops raised to the Western farmer, valuable in that the product comes 
into market at the season it does, and furnishing labor to women and 
children in picking the pods as it does. And more than that, it is bet- 
ter than the old fashioned clover crop for improving some of the soils of 
our prairie lands throughout the West. Now the commission rate fixed 
upon this article was regarded by the farmers who raise this product, 
and other persons affected indirectly or in any manner connected with 
this industry, as too low a rate. 

Mr. BUCKNER. Let me ask the gentleman from Kansas whether 
the ‘Tarif Commission report shows in any form that any farmer asked 
a higher rate of duty? 

Mr. HASKELL. 1 donot know that any farmer appeared before the 
committee or the commission. 

Mr. COX, of New York. But the manufacturers did. 

Mr. HASKELL, But I do know that until the tariff was placed 
upon this article none of these beans were raised in this country to any 
extent. 1 know that when the tariff was placed upon it it sprang up! 
as one of the valuable agricultural products of the West. I know it 
has reduced the price of the oil about one-half by the protection we gave 
to the crude material. 

I voted in the committee to increase the duty on it in this particular 
item because I believed, since we were to have a protective tariff bill, 
that a crop as valuable as I know this to be ought to receive the same 
care that every other item in the bill will receive. I want to say fur- 
ther, that on my own motion in the committee the present tariff rate 
on the beans and oil was reduced 20 per cent.—the average reduction 
made by the bill. 

Now, I hope in justice and fairness, that this great agricultural prod- 
uct, so valuable to the Mississippi Valley, will not be singled out for 
invidious amendments. 

TheCHAIRMAN, Debate upon the pending amendmentisexhausted. 

Mr. SPRINGER. I withdraw the pro forma amendment. 

Mr. SPARKS. Mr. Chairman, I renew the amendment. I wish at 
this stage of the discussion and on this item of reduction of the import 
duties on this agricultural product to say a word in behalf of the 
11,000,000 of producers of the Mississippi Valley. 

I am quite reasonably supposed to be authorized to speak in behalf 
of agricultural products. 1 represent a constituency entirely devoted 
to farming pursuits, an intelligent, thrifty population, who in the 
main are the owners and proprietors of the acres they cultivate, and in 
# region of country which for variety of products and fertility of soil 
has no superior on earth. 

Sir, this bill is paraded here as one in the interests of the people of 
this whole country and fair in its provisions as to all. It is pretended 


to be based upon the theory of ‘“‘ protection ’’ of the labor and industries 
of the whole people. 





JANUARY 








Let us examine it and see how this pretension is sustained as {o +) 
vast and indispensable agricultural industry of that great interior y.)) 
to which I have alluded. 

I will take as an example the single State of Illinois, which, a, ys) 
be seen on examination of the census statistics of 1880, on simply Seta 
of its varied cereal products was for the year preceding (1879) as {)))}o 
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to which the product of hay, 2,595,530 tons, makes an aggregate of py, 
ductions for a single year absolutely bewildering in its vastness. | 

And yet this great industry, of which the exhibit I have just give); 
but a mere fraction, has no part or lot in the grand ‘‘protective”’ polic, 
so lauded and paraded as the basis of this pretentious, discriminatiy, 
bill. 

No, sir; the millions of agricultural producers and the great body 0; 
the laboring men of this country have no share in discriminating Joc: 
lation such as is proposed by this bill, except to be cheated and deluded 
by its advocates, to bear the burdens it imposes, and to pay the bounti, 
to the favored monopolists in the interests of whom it was notorious) 
concocted. 

Talk about legislative ** protection’’ of home industries! 

Take the vast corn crops of the West, the wheat crops, the oats crops 
the hay crops, and the scores of other productions, running into billions 
in bushels and millions in tons; take the immense beef production, ani 
the pork and bacon and lard products of that great region, enough to 
feed empires, and tell me upon which or any of them you propose to 
apply the lauded “ protective’ policy with which this iniquitous }j)| 
so abundantly abounds. 

I will answer my own question, sir, and tell you, in the tae 
cheated people, upon none of them. 

And I will tell you more, sir; you can not by legislative enactments 
imposing duties on imports with “ protective’’ provisions in them, pro 
tect any of these products. And the intelligent legislator who pretends 
to do so knows that he attempts a delusion; and he also knows that 
when, by “‘ protective’’ legislation he subsidizes by rich bounties tl 
manufacturing industries, he not only builds up and fosters monopoly 
but accomplishes that end by a robbery of the agricultural, producing 
and other labor industries of the country. 

[ Here the hammer fell. ] 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair understands the pro forma amend 
ment to be withdrawn. 

Mr. SPARKS. I withdraw the pro forma amendment. 

Mr. THOMAS. I renew the amendment which has just been with 
drawn. 

When Congress attempts to protect the agricultural interests ot this 
country, we are met by the free-traders with a how] of ridicule. They 
make their campaigns through the country, going before the agricult 
ural people, howling in their ears at every cross-road and from every 
stump that the legislation of this country is all in the interests of th 
manufacturer with nothing for the farmer. 

When the Committee on Ways and Means bring in a provision her 
which fosters an industry and an interest which is quite respectable in 
the State that I come from, we see the Representatives, three in num 
ber, Democratic Representatives, representatives of cheap labor, repre- 
sentatives of the idea that labor is dishonorable and ought to be de 
graded, rise to their feet and howl in ridicule. Angry and chagrined 
that the protection given in this bill is not entirely destroyed, the) 
hope to accomplish that result by ridiculing the reduction which has 
been made. However small the production of this article may be, | 
should like to see it protected substantially. Ishould like to see these 
industries encouraged. And I speak for that part of Illinois, that 
Egyptian district, sir, that believes in a protective tariff, that is in 
favor of having the agricultural interest protected and built up and 
their rights recognized by the legislation of this country. 

And when the gentleman from theSangamon district [Mr. SrrinGrn | 
rises in his place and complacently proposes to speak for Illinois, | 
would suggest to him that it might be well for him to wait until the 
Legislature of the State of Illinois spreads his jurisdiction over a greater 
territory than is embraced within its present limits before he speaks so 
volubly for Illinois in the interest of free trade and cheap labor 

Mr. SPRINGER. I move to strike out the last word. 

The CHAIRMAN. That is not necessary. 

Mr. VALENTINE. I make the point of order that this is the second 
time the gentleman from Illinois [Mr. SPRINGER] has made a motion 
to strike out the last word. 

Mr. SPRINGER. But I did not make any remark with regard to 
the gentleman from Nebraska. 

Mr. VALENTINE. I do with regard to the gentleman from I! Iino 
I ask the Chair to rule upon the point I have made. 

Mr. SPRINGER. I do not suppose the Chair needs prompting !" 
his recognitions. 


The CHAIRMAN. The gentleman from Illinois [Mr. SpRINGrr] is 


entitled to the floor and will proceed. 
My colleague [Mr. THoMAs] has claimed that ! 


Mr. SPRINGER. 
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nave no right to speak for the people of Illinois with regard to protec- 
tion and free trade, but claims the right himself to speak for thatState | a 
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> : istance Of a manutacturer, as the gentleman from Pennsylvania 
and to say the people of that State are in favor of a protective tariff. said, we will protect this castor-bean and castor-oil business, which runs 

Mr. THOMAS. I speak for my own district, while you claimed to only eight establishments pay no attention to the manv consut 
speak for Illinois. ¢ oy ers of castor-oil 

Mr. SPRINGER. He speaks for his own district I hope and not for Gentlemen will remem) it, as I said at the outset, there ar 
mine. My district gave mie nearly 4,500 majority. great number of small ] this country, not counting the one “ 

Mr. THOMAS. The district of my colleague produces corn; corn | now addresses \ | é Look at t census and you 
produces whisky, and whisky produces Democrats. Hencehis majority. | learn exactly how ! may b eded in this country. It 
| Laughter. ] is in the interest « t to spe the older people, t 
~ Mr. ATHERTON. I would like to know if the gentleman from | have castor-oil cheap 
Maine ever heard that anecdote before. When the gent Kansas said that the tariff had made cas 

Mr. SPRINGER. My colleague borrowed it from the gentleman | tor-oil cheaper and « ve no fa substantiate his as 
from Maine some time ago, and gets it off now as if it was an original | sertion. It is not \ } ed the wm that 
proposition. .. article. ; 

The gentleman says whisky produces Democrats where Ilive. Some-| Mr. HASKEL! It ist { when atarifl'd was put he cn 
thing produced agreat many Democrats at last election; and it made | tor-bean and home produ Le enced, « ed oin 
gentlemen on the other side very uncomfortable when they came tothe | down. [Great laughter 
pollsand recorded their votes. ‘They thought, some of them, that there Mr. COX, of New York. It did, did it Ie ( hit | 
had been an overproduction of whisky. The fact is it was an overpro- | am glad that the Committee on Way: 1 Means ed the tay 
duction of Democrats which disturbed the gentlemen on that side. | on sugar so as to follow castor-oil. — 

Mr. THOMAS. ‘There has been an increase of whisky. There is The CHAIRMAN rhe time of th ‘ 
now before Congress a complaint of an overproduction of whisky. he withdraw his last amendment 

Mr. SPRINGER. That is what is the matter. There has been an} Mr.COX, of New York. Ido not: I want a vote o 
overproduction both of whisky and Democrats [laughter onthe Repub- | The CIIAIRMAN. The vote will be taken upon ¢ 
lican side] to suit the gentleman’s party. There were entirely more | ment offered by the gentleman from New York [ Mr. Cox]. v = 
Democrats at the polls than was comfortable to my friends on the other | be read by the Clerk 
side. My friend trom Ohio [Mr. MCKINLEY] came into the House | The amendment was read, as follows 
last year with a bill known as the McKinley bill, which was for the | Add to the clause relating to “castor beans or seeds” th _ 
purpose of increasing the burdens on the laboring people of the coun- | -rovided, The same shall not exceed 30 per cent. ad valor 
try. He championed that bill, made a protective speech, went before | The question was taken onthe amendment dit was not ed t 
his constituents having 3,900 majority to go upon, according to the fig- | The question recurred on the amendment of Mr. Cox, of > Yor 
ures of the last Presidential election, and when the returns came in he | to strike out 50’ and insert ‘*30:"’ so that the clause would rea 
had to go scouting around in the back precincts for 8 majority which | Castor beans or seeds, 30 cents per bushel of fifty pounds 
his opponent got. The same sort of thing was witnessed all over the Bs a 
West and everywhere where this question was discussed and pronounced | Phe question was taken upon the amendment; a a 
upon by the people. The people have pronounced against this idea of there we re—ayes 6/, noes 9s 
protecting the farmers of the country by taxing them. That is the | Betore the result of the vote was announced 
theory of this bill, that the more the people are taxed the more they Mr. ¢ OX, of New York, called tor teller 
are protected. | rellers were ordered; and Mr. Cox, of New \ and Mr. HLA | 

Mr. WHITE. Will the gentleman allow me? | were appointed. _ 

Mr. SPRINGER. I can not yield tothegentleman. Ihave notsaid | The committee again divided; and the tellers reported tl there 
anything about the bonded period. | were—ayes 90, noes 9» 

Mr. WHITE. I want to say one word in defense of the gentleman | 59 the ae ndment was not agreed to 
from Ohio {Mr. MCKINLEY]. | The Clerk read the following 

Mr. SPRINGER. The gentleman can speak after I have got through. Castor-oil, 80 cents per gallon 

Mr. WHITE. I only wish to say that the gentleman from Ohio [ Mr. Mr. McMILLIN. I move toamend the clause just read by strik 
McKINLEY] was on the committee that reported the bonded-extension | out ‘80° and inserting “40."" I find upon a comparison of the sehed 
bill. | ules with regard to castor-oil that under the proposed duty the esti 

Mr. SPRINGER. I knew the gentleman from Kentucky was going | mated revenue to be derived from castor-oil will be ST28.88. "'Theretors 
to say something about the bonded period. the rate proposed in this bill will amount virtually in exclusion o 

The CHAIRMAN. The time of the gentleman trom Illinois [Mr. | that article from importation 
SPRINGER ] has expired. | 1 wish to call the attention of this Committee of the Whole to on 

Mr. COX, of New York. I desire to move a bona Jide amendment, | two inconsistencies, or at least what seem to me to b - arent 
to strike out the word “‘ fifty,”’ inline 200, and insert the word “‘thirty,”’ | proprieties, in this bill. [I want to call attention to the fuet that n 
the rate proposed by the Tariff Commission; so that it will read: thines which mav be deemed essentials of life. which enter into eve 

Castor beans or seeds, 30 cents per bushel of fifty pounds. dav consumption, wre placed upon schedules at a very high rate of dut 

I would not have made that motion if the Co-mittee on Ways and | while others that could be dispensed with or are absolutely viciou ( 
Means had given a good reason for increasing the rate of duty in this | placed on a lower schedulk 
case above the rate proposed by the Tariff Commission, which was 30 Heretofore the tariff rate on the article of castor-oil has been 127 
cents a bushel. It is about time we settled on some rate in reference | per cent. ad valorem. What has it been on champagne Castor-oi 
to all of these items from which a small amount of revenue is derived, | that is in every-day use, according to the past rate of duty, pays 127 
and for which there is such a great necessity in this country. per cent. ad valorem; «and according to the rate proposed to this Hous 


I do not know why this discussion has occurred in reference to 
whisky on a little item about castor-oil. It seems to me utterly irrel- 
evant; there is no connection at all between them; no connection be- 
tween them any more than there is between Democrats and whisky. 
{Laughter.] No gentleman here, speaking seriously as I am now, will 
hesitate to tell the House and the country, if he is honest, that there 
is more whisky consumed in States which give a Republican majority, 
a8 was proven not long since by Mr. VEsT in the Senate, than is con- 
sumed in States giving a Democratic majority. I donot know how that 
is; I thought it was otherwise until the facts came out. 

The truth is the Republican party drinks a great deal of whisky clan- 
destinely that we do not know anything about. [Laughter.] That is 
the case in Maine, where the Democrats march up to it and boldly take 
it. And I notice that when the Democrats pay for it the Republicans 
come in for their share. 

Mr. REED. When my friend from New York takes it it does not 
remain clandestine very long. [Great laughter. ] 

Mr. COX, of New York. It hasitseffect. [Langhter. ] 
me sometimes to see things I can not otherwise see. [Renewed laugh- 
ter.] I can see double; 1 can see a quorum sometimes in this House 
when it does not exist, especially where the gent!eman from Maine ap- | 
pears divided up into three qr four ordinary persons. [Continued 
laughter. ] 


| 


It enables | 


j 
| 


| on this article; 


by the Committee on Ways and Means it will pay 100 percent. Yet 
champagne, to make you drunk, pays only 46 per cent. and a fra 
| tion. 

Now, what further? I tind that gimeer ale, that at least might be 
as readily dispensed with as this commodity, pays a duty of only 20 
per cent. Gentlemen claim that they are in favor of the masses, that 
they are in favor of laboring men 

What duty does your laboring man pay for hisdiamondsand his pear! 
and everything in the way of jewelry which is a luxury? He pays 
only 10 px r cent Yet it is proposed t yput thi article at a duty of 102 
per cent. 

I would suggest to the chairman of the Committee on Ways and 
Means, and to his colleagues on that committee, that last year they 
urged that the Tariff Commission would enable this House to ascertain 
what the Committee on Ways and Means could not tell u Now, the 


Tariff Commission has proposed a reduction to 80 per cent. of the duty 
the Committee on Ways and Means by their action 
sav that the commission did not know what it was talking about 
they propose to increas duty ommended by 

as to make it over 100 per cent 

These are the things which abound all through the bill. The 

peculiarities which make the bill an abomination in many respect 
t you in favor of the masses is not founded in truth 
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else why pat champagne, an intoxicant, on a schedule of only 48 per 
ceut. and yet put this on a sehedule of 102? 

| iiere the hammer fell. ] 

Mr. BELFORD. Mr. Chairman, there are some features of this de- 
bate that have offered me some amusement. I observe that when we 
reach the words “acid, acetic and acetous,’’ the distinguished gentle- 
man from the Springtield district of Illinois [Mr. SPRINGER] rises in 
his place and makes a number of acid-ulous remarks. When we reach 
castor-beans and castor-oil we have a flood-tide of eloquence from the 
distinguished gentleman from New York [Mr. Cox] and the distin- 
vuished gentleman from Tennessee [Mr. MCMILLIN]. [Laughter. ] 

Mr. KELLEY. A diarrhea of words. 

Mr. BELFORD. We have spent two days in the consideration of the 
items of this bill, and we have reached the ninth page. The bill con- 
tuins one hundred and forty pages. It is a bill that has been carefully, 
deliberately, and wisely considered week after week and month after 
month by the Committee on Ways and Means. If we are to make no 
greater progress in the future than we have in the past this Congress 
will have adjourned before we shall reach the last paragraph of the bill. 
Now, | say in the interest of public justice, in the interest of the great 
mass of the American people who are suffering by virtue of the fact 
that the national Treasury is burdened to-day with a surplus revenue 
of $150,000,000 taken out of the channels of trade and business, it is 
our solemn duty to proceed with the consideration of this bill. 

But the point I desire to make is that the amendments offered to the 
bill do not in the main come from members of the Committee on Ways 
and Means; they do not come from gentlemen who for weeks and months 
have studied this question. ‘The people will not be befooled by any 
attempted eloquence on this floor. There are enormities touching the 
Bessemer-stecl tariff; are you going to reform them? There are rob- 
beries touching the sugar tariff; are you going to reform them? Are 
you haggling on one side of this House or the other to prevent any re- 
vision of the tariff under the silly notion that you are going to bam- 
boozle and humbug the people of this country any longer? 

At the last session I voted against the creation of the Tariff Com- 
mission, because I believed it to be in the interest of delay. I want 
to vote for the tariff bill this session, because I want to see the enor- 
mous burdens under which the people of this country are laboring re- 
lieved and diminished. Let us proceed, then, with the consideration 
of this bill without eternally and everlastingly offering amendments 
about castor-oil, or tartaric acid, or pyroligneous acid, or anything of 
that sort. [| Laughter. ] 

Mr. COX, of New York. Mr. Chairman, the gentleman from the 
Golden State, the gentleman who represents the Rocky Mountains, or 
some elevated plateau from which he looks down on mankind in gen- 
eral—the gentleman whose head stands up to catch the first rays of the 
morning and the last rays of sunset at evening—undertakes to lecture 
intelligent members of this House. [Laughter. ] 

The gentleman the other day had a little success in making some 
amusement. It is a great pity he did not rest on his laurels. I say to 
him that all his talk just now is what the French would call mere per- 
siflage. Why do I say it? Beeause we are now in the last month of 
this Congress—a Republican Congress, with ample power to have taken 
off this great burden from the people. They had all of last session in 
which to do it. They are responsible for not doing it. And now when 
they bring in a bill almost at the last moment, and when gentlemen 
like myself move to place an article at the rate where the commission 
left it—a motion which I have made in the interest of the consumers, 
not in the interest of a few manufacturers—the gentleman undertakes 
to read us a lesson because we endeavor in this way to analyze this 
bill from time to time. Why, sir, does not the gentleman know that 
this committee through nearly the whole of this schedule has changed 
the schedule of the commission? This very item is changed. Then 
look at dextrine, on which there is an increase of 10 per cent. over the 
present rate, the proposed duty being 2} cents per pound, which is 
equivalent to 58 per cent. For what object is such a duty proposed ? 
To keep out foreign potatoes up in Maine, as we will show when we 
come to that question. 

These various changes are dictated entirely by the protectionists; yet 
we can not offer an amendment to reduce these rates to those proposed 
by the commission without having the eloquent gentleman from the 
Rocky Mountains lecture us. Where does he get the right to lecture 
gentlemen on this side who study these questions critically? In what 
school of chemistry, in what school of economy was he ever educated 
that he should talk to men who desire only to cut down these burdens 
of the people? I have here astatement showing how the Committee on 
Ways and Means has increased the rates on these chemicals above the 
rates proposed by the commission: 

In the first schedule of the bill, relating to chemical products, the committee 
have followed pretty closely in the steps of the commission. Some changes, 
however, have been made, The duty on castor-beans is advanced from the com- 
mission's rate of 80 cents a bushel to 0cents, which, though less than the present 
rate, is still 49 per cent., and too high. On dextrine an increase is made over 
the present rate, 10 per cent., which isalso the commission's rate, to2} cents per 
pound, equivalent to about 55 per cent, The importation is about a million and 
three-quarters pounds, and the inerease in the revenue would be some $37,000, 


The change is dictated solely by extreme protectionist ideas, and is indefensi- 
ble. Licorice paste is taxed under the commission bill at 6 ceuts per pound; the 


committee tax it at 7} cents, for what reason it is difficult to say. Lin , 

was reduced by the commission from 30cents per gallon to 25 cents: io 
restore the present rate, which is about 50 per cent., and is extravagant ie" 
committee revive taxation of quinine , 10 per cent., which the oat Phe 


8) ission hb 
placed on the free-list. The committee reduce the duty on artificial s ~ had 
waters; but tax the natural waters 3 centsper quart, apparently to enc... 
nature in producing them. F a 

Chromate of potash, now taxed 4 cents a pound, is reduced to 3) cents by th 


committee, This is equivalent to gbout 33 per cent., and is for the benetit , ' 
Maryland manufacturer. The duty on white Jead, dry and in oil, whic) tt “ 
commission reduced to 2 cents and 2} cents per pound, is restored ly the ia 
mittee to 3 cents per pound, or over 54 percent. It isa tax which increase} 
cost of living. Aniline dyes are advanced from 40 per cent., the commis 
rate, to 35 cents a pound and 20 per cent., or about 47 per cent. on hast yeu, 
prices, Thisisacompound duty and vicious. Logwood extracts and such othe ms 
as are unenumerated are taxed 10 per cent. At present they are free and yo t “a 
upon them can be defended from any point of view. Tannie acid and tay), 
which the commission reduced to 0 cents per pound, are advanced to x 
equal to some 211 per cent. This is practically prohibitory. Against these a 
vances there is to noted a decrease in the duty on caustic soda from 1! aie 
per pound, the present rate, and 1 cent, the commission's rate, to three-quarte = 
of a cent, equal to about 33 per cent., as against 66 per cent. now; on \ Itrama 
rine from 44} per cent, to 37 per cent., and on water-colors frow : 5 per cent. to 
per cent. 

The gentleman says that members of the Committee on Ways and 
Means have not moved these amendments. They are waiting to move 
their amendments in the proper place and at the proper time. No 
amendment have I offered here that has not had the vote of gentlemen 
on the committee on this side of the House, who speak not for partie- 
ular interests, not for special manufacturing establishments here and 
there. We are standing here hour after hour and day after day in the 
interest of the whole people; not in behalf of one county or one district 
in any State, but in behalf of the people of the United States. We hope 
belore we get through to make some impression on this House that we 
may send a fairer bill to the Senate, whichon this question has proved 


is 


cents 


}much more liberal and just than the members on the other side repre- 


sented by the gentleman from the Rocky Mountains. 

Mr. SKINNER. Mr. Chairman, my colleague from New York { Mr 
Cox] has given the gentleman from Colorado [ Mr. BELrorp] a charm. 
ing lecture (my colleague is always charming), charging him with an 
attempt to lecture the other side of this House upon its methods and 
duties. Speaking of lectures reminds me that it was only yesterday 
that my colleague rose in his place and gave this side of the Mouse 
criticism upon somebody’s failure to pass laws reducing taxes. 

In speaking of the burdens of the people at that time, and how anx 
ious he was to remove them, he caused to be read and printed liberal 
extracts from the President’s message recommending a reduction of the 
revenues and certain reforms of the tariff. He also caused to be read 
extracts from the report of the Secretary of the Treasury touching the 
same matter. He seemed alarmed at the surplus lying in the Treas 
ury, and the substance of his ‘* lecture’? was that we had failed to re- 
lieve the burdens of the people by removing the source of that surplus 

Mr. Chairman, during the last session of Congress the most impor- 
tant bill that came before us for consideration had for its object a repeal 
of many ofthe internal-revenuetaxes. It wasdebated long and earnestly 
and we all understood its provisions; that it was the first step towaru 
legislation demanded upon all sides. Its objects were to repeal: 

First. The stamp tax on bank checks, drafts, orders, and vouchers 

Second. The tax on the capital and deposits of banks and bankers 

Third. The tax on the capital and deposits of national banks. 

Fourth. The tax on matches, perfumery, medical preparations, Xe 

Fifth. Reduction of tax on dealers in and manufacturers and ped 
dlers of leaf-tobacco and cigars. 

Sixth. Reduction of the tax on cigars. 

The total reduction involved in the bill was nearly $24,000,000. 

On the 27th of June last that bill was put upon its final passage 
Did my colleague vote then as he talks to-day? Not atall. He lect 
ures us to-day because such a bill did not become a law, and on that 
occasion he voted squarely against the bill. 

The gentleman from Illinois [Mr. SPRINGER], who began to-day in 
lecturing usin much the same manner, also voted against that measure, 
the most important of all tax measures yet considered, and nearly all 
of his party associates followed him. I desire the House and the coun- 
try to know exactly who opposed the passage of that bill, and to which 
party belongs the credit for having passed it through the House. Its 
progress was stopped in the Senate, but not by Republican opposition 

The CHAIRMAN. There being no objection, the pro forma amend 
ment is withdrawn. 

Mr. SPARKS. What is the amendment now pending’ 

The CHAIRMAN. It is the amendment of the gentleman from Ten 
nessee [ Mr. MCMILLIN}. 

Mr. SPARKS. Let it be read. 

Mr. MCMILLIN’s amendment was again read. 

Mr. SPARKS. I move to strike out the last word. Mr. Chairman, 
we are now discussing, I believe, the clause imposing a duty on castor- 
oil. My colleagues from the Springfield and Cairo districts, who disa 
gree on this subject, have indulged ina little by-play about corn whisky 
So faras corn whisky is concerned I am quite sure it will never hurt me, 
and ifit should become harmful to either of my colleagues I may sympa 
thize with them, but I do not propose to take part in their tight ove) 
it. Neither do I propose to discuss the question as to how many votes 





my colleague from the Cairo district [Mr. Trromas] got in the last elec 
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ton, nor t 


McKINLEY] got at that election in his district. I am very sure that if | 
Thad lived in either of those districts I should have voted against each | 


of them. They are gentlemen, however, for whom I have much respect. 

put I rise, sir, to reply to the speech delivered by my colleague trom 
Cairo district [Mr. THomas}. He said, if I understood him cor 
sctly, that this bill is favorable to the interests of his people. Now, 
| want him to tell the committee (for I pretend to represent his section 
as well as my own and the balance of our State, and the whole country 


the 


to the extent of my ability) where by any legislative act since he has | 


peen in Congress the interests of the agricultural classes have been 
protected by tariff laws imposing ** protective’ duties on imported 
woods. Iam quite sure he will fail to make his connections on that 
line, Without it ison some two-penny item which turns out to be a cheat 
rather than a protection, That is precisely what I am finding fault 
with. oe . . 
in the direction of benefiting the people engaged in agriculture you 
always find it amounts to three picayunes and no more. [Laug! 
and applause.] Something of that sort iseven feebly attempted in some 
of the clauses of the sham legislation which is loosely thrown together 
inthis bill. But there isno substantial legislation here in the interests 
of the agricultural classes of the country, and we all know it. 

Now, Mr. Chairman, I am the advocate of aconstitutienal tariff formu- 
jated on the basis of getting revenue for the Treasury to meet the legiti- 
mate demands of the Government. I wish tosee it put up fairly for the 
whole country, in the interests of the whole people, with f2voritism to 
none and doing injustice tonone. I do not wish tosee one section of the 
country ‘‘ protected ’’ by the imposition of tariff rates, creating monopoly, 
and another section ground to the earth with the burdens which that 
monopoly is thus empowered to impose upon it. ‘To illustrate, there is 
limitless protection to all manufacturing industries; but there is no pro- 
tection, sir, for the 326,000,000 of bushels of corn; there is no protection 
fur the eighty to one hundred million bushels of wheat, or for the sixty 
or seventy million bushels of oats raised annually in my State, nor for 
the billions of bushels of these products, with the boundless beet and 
pork and bacon, and other food supplies of the Mississippi Valley. The 


11,000,000 people of that valley are crying out against this injustice, and | 


they are not fairly represented when those whom they have sent here 
to represent their interests advocate this unjust discrimination against 
them. 

[Here the hammer fell. ] 


Mr. SPEER. I renew the pro forma amendment. I wish to say to 


the gentleman from Illinois there are many ways in which this system | 


of protection pretects the farmer. I will give one instance in reference 
to the rice-planters of Georgia and the Carolinas. Before the war rice 
was worth $2 a hundred. When the war came our whole system of 


labor was disorganized and the rice interest was swept out of existence. | 
After the war, before the interest was built up by protection, the price | 


of rice per hundred in this country was from $12 to$i4. The tariff had 
its beneticial effect on that interest, and what is the consequence? Our 
rice interest is built up again, from 160,000 to 200,000 people are en- 
gaged in profitable occupation, an agricultural occupation, and rice, in- 
stead of being from $12 to $14 per hundred, what it was when that 
interest was destroyed by the absence of a tariff, is now only $4.25 to 
$4.50 a hundred. 


Again, sir, protection benefits the farmer by relieving him from direct | 


taxation. Four hundred millionsof dollars per annum must be raised— 
and even more than that—for the support of this Government. If it is 


not to be raised from customs duties it must be raised from internal tax- | 


ation. An immense amount of this isnow raised by the injurious system 
of internal-revenue taxes under which the country is suffering. 
people recognize the burden of that tax. 
the fact that the Federal tax-collector, as now, goes into the districts 
among the people and collects the tax on whisky and tobacco, that 


when he goes to the homes of the farming people he may also tax directly | 


the stock, the implements, the land, the grain, and other products of 
the country by direct taxes in order to raise the money necessary to 
carry on the Government. Then will the farmer thank the gentlemen 
who denounced protection in the tariff asa cheat, as a swindle, and 
who would bring them under this system of direct taxation? 

No, Mr. Chairman, the easiest and the best way of collecting the 
revenues of this country is by a tariff; and that tariff can be arranged 
80 a8 not only to collect the revenues but to give protection to the best 
interests of the country. 

Mr. MCMILLIN. Will the gentleman allow me a question ? 

Mr. SPEER. I have but five minutes; and the gentleman and those 


who with him have been obstructing the bill have, it seems, ample time | 


for debate, which they take without any sort of regard to the interests 
ofthe country. [Applause on the Republican side. } 

Mr. MCMILLIN. I wish to ask the gentleman—— 

Mr. SPEER. I decline to yield to the gentleman. He understands 
the parliamentary proprieties when I refuse to yield as well as I do. 

Mr. MCMILLIN. You are afraid to discuss the items of the bill; 
you dare not discuss them. 

Mr. SPEER. If I have any further time remaining I will use it, 
Mr. Chairman, in saying simply that the tariff protects the farmer 


he number of votes which the gentleman from Ohio [Mr. | 


steel, 


Whenever there is a particle of legislation which remotely tends | 


iter | 


The | 
But suppose, in addition to | 
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when it enables the capitalist to put his money into vast enterprises 
which cheapen the commodities the firmer must buy, as well as afford 
a market for his products. Take for instance this item of Bessemer 
about which so much has been said. What has been the history 
of that industry? At one time, when the tariff duties were first put 
upon it, it was selling at $150 a ton. Now it is in the market abun 

dantly at $38 perton. Whowill say that the tariff, then, did not bene 
lit the farmers of this country That steel enters into the agricultural 
and other interests of this country to an enormous extent rhe people 
understand all of this. They Mr 
Chairman, there is one wh people and who has spoken 
upon this subject. From the people he has grown to be, first, the gov 

ernor of the State of Georgia, then chiet and then a 


Senator from Georgia; and what does he say upon this subject 


he know the reve must be raised 


nue 


) sprang from. the 


justice of Georgia 


You can not succeed in a Presidential campa rif tl people of th ou 
try 

Mr. CARLISLE. I think it ing to int we j 
cussion what has been said in the Senate that there will be 1 
I therefore make the point of order now 


to thisdis 


© end of it 


we are ¢ 


Mr. SPEER. Doesthe gentleman from Kentucky desire to deprive 
this House— 
The CHAIRMAN lhe Chair does not understand that the gentle 
man Was quoténg the language of any gentleman in the Senate 
Mr. CARLISLE. I understand the gentleman to be reading from 
the oflicial record of the debates inthe Senate. I have no objection 
| whatever if the same privilege will be allowed on both sides. 1 only 
desire now to make the question in this the first instance where this has 
| been done, because if this reading is allowed in this case we shall claim 
| the same privilege hereattet 
Mr. SPARKS lt is prohibited by the rules They would have to 
be changed. If it is conceded that the privilege shall be general, by 


consent the gentleman might be allowed to proceed 
| Mr. SPEER. Then, Mr. Chairman, I will simply say that I will not 
quote the language of Senator BROWN as such, but I will make it my 
own 
You can not sueceed in a | 
country are satistied that you are antagonistic in your feelings and your 
| actions to American production and American labor, and that you are 
| willing to put foreign productions and foreign labor in a condition of 
| preference to home prod and home labor There are too many 


residential campaign if the people of this 


tion 


l¢ 


laborers interested in this question for any party to succeed upon such 
a platform. 
[ Here the hammer tell. } 
Lnow move that the committee rise tor th UTpOSe 


Mr. KELLEY. 


| of limiting debate upon this section 


The committee divided; and there wer ives 106. noe a 
| So the motion was agreed to 
The committee accordingly rose; and the Speaker having resumed 


| the chair, Mr. Burrows, of Michigan, reported that the Committee of 

| the Whole House on the state of Union having had under consid 
eration the tariff bill had come to no resolution thereon 

|} Mr. KELLEY. Mr. Speaker, I move that when the House next re 
solves itself into Committee of the Whole all debate on line 202 and all 

| amendments thereto be limited to one minute 

The motion was agreed to. 

Mr. KELLEY moved to reconsider the vote by which the motion to 

| limit debate was agreed to; and also moved that the motion to recon 

sider be laid on the table. 

The latter motion was a 
| Mr. KELLEY. I now move that the House resolve itself into Com 
mittee of the Whole for the further consideration of the tariff bill 

The motion was agreed to. 

The House accordingly resolved itself into Committee of the Whole 
House on the stateof the Union, Mr. Burrows, of Michigan, in thechair 

The CHAIRMAN. By order of the House all debate upon line 202, 
and all amendments, has been limited to one minute 
| Mr. CARLISLE. I believe, Mr. Chairman, the gentleman from 
Pennsylvania, in charge of the bill, concedes the one minute allowed 
for discussion to me. I desire to state simply in reference to this mat 
! ter that the Tariff Commission reported a rate of duty on castor-oil of 
50 cents a gallon. 

The Committee on Ways and Means recommends in this bill an in 
| crease of that duty to 80 cents, which isa reduction from $1 a gallon, 

the rate fixed by the present law, but is still equivalent to over 102 
| per cent. ad valorem. 

Now, every gentleman here knows that much largest proportion 
of this castor-oil is used for lubricating purposes, and every man in 
terested in the t machinery is largely interested in reducing the 
duties on this It would tend to cheapen the processes of manu 
facture. I submit there can be no sound reason given why a duty of 
over 102 per cent. ad valorem should be retained on that article and 
| that the amendment proposed by the gentleman from ‘Tennessee ought 
to be adopted, which will still leave it over 50 per cent. ad valorem 

The CHAIRMAN. The question is on the amendment of the gentle 
man from Tennessee [Mr. MCMILLIN], which the Clerk will again 
report 


, 
the 


creed to 





+1 


1S¢ 


irticle 


it 
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The Clerk read as follows 


In line 202 strike out the word ‘cighty”’ and insert in lieu thereof the word | 
*forty;” so that it will read 

* Castor oil, 40 cents per gallon,” 

The question being taken on agreeing to the amendment, there were— 
ayes 80, noes 100 

Mr. MCMILLIN Let us have tellers. 

Tellers were ordered; and Mr. MCMILLIN and Mr. HASKELL were 
appointed 


The committee again divided; and the tellers reported—ayes 83, 
noes 111 

So the amendment was not agreed to. 

Mr. SCALES. Imove to amend by striking out ‘*80’’ and insert- | 


ing **50,"? that being the rate recommended by the Tariff Commission. 

The question being taken on the amendment, there were—ayes 80, 
noes &s 

Mr. SCALES. I eall for tellers. 

Tellers were ordered; and Mr. HASKELL and Mr. SCALES were ap- 
pointed 

Che committee again divided; and the tellers reported—ayes 86, noes 
93 

So the amendment was not agreed to. 

Mr. WHEELER 
stituting **G0,”’ 

Mr. HASKELL. 1 ask unanimous consent that the rate be fixed at 
70 cents. We will agree to that. 

Mr. WHEELER. I accept the gentleman’s amendment. 

The CHAIRMAN. The question is on the amendment of the gen- 
tleman from Alabama [Mr. WHEELER] as modified, to strike out the 
word ‘‘cighty,’’ in line 202, and insert the word ‘seventy.’ 

The amendment was agreed to. 

The Clerk read line 203, as follows: 


I move to amend by striking out ** 807’ and sub- 


Cream of tartar, 6 cents per pound, 

Mr. SPRINGER. I move to strike out line 203. 

I offer this amendment from the fact that the President of the United 
States has recommended that all items yielding inconsiderable revenue 
should be placed upon the free-list. 

Mr. NEAL. Say that again. 

Mr. SPRINGER, I shall have to state it a good many. times before 
geutlemen on the other side believe it or feel it or understand it even. 

Of this article there was an importation last year of seventy-seven 
pounds, which yielded $20 of revenue tothe Government. The commit- 
tee’s bill proposes to reduce the tariffon this article from 10 cents per pound 
to Gcents per pound, the equivalent ad valorem rates being 38 per cent. 
and 23 percent, Ifthe importationsare the same in the fiscal year after 
this goes into effect as in the last fiscal year the revenue produced will 
be $4.64. If it were not for the fact that this yields an inconsiderable 
revenue I would not have moved to put it on the free-list, because the 
committee in this inconsiderable item have acted the part of wisdom, so 
tur as principle is concerned, by reducing the tariff to something likea 
revenue basis; and they are to be commended even in little things for 
adopting a correct principle. But what I complain of is that the ap- 
plication of those correct principles is to matters of no consequence what- 
ever. Here is an article that yields only under the proposed law $4.64 
a year; and | submit that is no relief to the tax-burdened people of this 
country. I hope the article will be put on the free-list, and I have 
therefore moved my amendment. 

The question being taken on Mr. SPRINGER’S motion to strike out 
line 203, it was not agreed to. 

The Clerk read lines 204 and 205, as follows: 

Dextrine, burnt starch, gum substitute, or British gum, 2) cents per pound. 

Mr. HEWITT, of Alabama. I offer the amendment which I send to 
the desk. 

The Clerk read as follows: 

Strike out 2) cents per pound” and insert * 10 per cent. ad valorem.” 


Mr. HEWITT, of Alabama. I offer this amendmentsimply to make 
an inquiry. I desire to know why the duty on this particular article 
has been increased about 500 per cent? I would like to know the rea- 
son why that has been done. This particular starch is worth about 4} 
cents per pound and has had a duty of 10 per cent. ad valorem heretofore. 

Mr. KELLEY. I do not want to interrupt the gentleman, but if he 
asks a question expecting an answer, I will reply. 

Mr. HEWITT, of Alabama. In one moment. A duty of 2} cents 
per pound is equivalent to about 54percent. ad valorem. Now, unless 
there issome reason why this increase of rate should be made, I think 
we had better leave it as it has been heretofore and as the commission 
has recommended. 

The question being taken on the amendment of Mr. HEwITTt, of Ala- 
bama, it was not agreed to. 

Mr. SPRINGER. I offer the amendment which I send to the desk. 

The Clerk read as follows: 

Strike out 2) cents per pound” and insert ‘20 per cent. ad valorem.” 

Mr. SPRINGER. There may be some reason for increasing the du- 
ties on this particular article. The committee have not given us those 
reasons. 


Mr. KELLEY. I desiretosay that the Treasury Department through 
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| the Secretary of the Treasury invited the attention of the Comp t 

on Ways and Means to the fact that dextrine was being cee ye 
| such an extent as to greatly impair the legitimate revenues trom « we 
| of different kinds and asked us to prov ide a remedy. With a duty of . 


| 10 per cent. on dextrine the duties imposed by law on the various grad ¥ 


| of starch were evaded to the loss of the Treasury and the loss of |; 














| trine should be adjusted to the duty on starch and made no sug, 


imate importers as well as manufacturers 
Mr. TUCKER. Will my friend from Pennsylvani: Lsay Whethe 
Secretary of the Treasury recommended 2) cents per pound as t! 
on dextrine? 
Mr. KELLEY. 


T the 
He duty 
The committee recommended that the dy ty on de 

of any modification of the dutiesonstarch. He subseque: ntly x — 
elaborate communication to the committee on the subject of the poor. 
from which starch was produced in the Sandwich Islands and elsew}y re 
and requested us to classify them so that when not prepared for {yo 
they, too, should pay starch duties as dextrine does, and we modij; oe 
the law again in compli: ince with his wise suggestions. 

Mr. SPRINGE R. After that digression I desire to state to the ov 

tleman from Pennsylvania that the statement of the Secret: ry of tl 
Treasury from which he quotes that there is so large an importation 0} 
this article as to interfere with the revenues of the Government is not 
borne out by the facts. Here is a table of the amount of this artic. 
dextrine imported during the last fiscal year. It seems that there was 
imported last year 1,763,354 pounds, ata valuation of $81,151. duty 
of 10 per cent. ad valorem, according to the present law, on that amount 
produced a revenue of $8,115. And it is estimated that if the du; y 
shall be increased as eve proposed, and there should be the same amount 
of importation of the article, the revenue will be $44,000. But th 
fact will be that there will be no revenue with this proposed increase. 
for it will be practically prohibitory and we will lose the $8,000 of rey 
enue which we now have. 

In whose interest is this proposed increase of duty? Let the New 
York Times, a Republican paper, state. 

Mr. ERRETT. That is not a Republican paper; that is a free-trad 

paper. 

Mr. SPRINGER. In an editorial in that paper, to which I call uy 

attention of gentlemen, is this statement: 


The change is dictated solely by extreme protectionist ideas, and is indeto 
sible. 


it 


That is the authority ofa Republican newspaper, the New York Times 
whieh I commend to gentlemen on the other side of the House. Ther 
fore I have made the motion to change the proposed duty to 20 per cent 
ad valorem. Ido not think the duty should be increased at al! trom 
the present rate ; but I made that motion more for the purpose of call 
ing the attention of the committee to the fact that we now have a legiti 
mate revenue on this article which we should adhere to, instead of which 
the committee are departing from that rule so as to make this a pro 
hibitory rate of duty. I withdraw my amendment. 

Mr. HERBERT. I desire to give some reasons why this amendment 
should be adopted. 

The CHAIRMAN. Theamendment has been withdrawn by the gen 
tleman from Ilinois [Mr. SPRINGER]. 

Mr. HERBERT. lLrenewtheamendment. I desire tocall the atten 
tion of the committee to the testimony on this question which was given 
before the TariffCommission. On page 713 will be found the testimony 
of Mr. A. E. Denison, of Boston. Hestates at the outset of his remarks 
that the purpose of his appearing as attorney for the starch manutict 
urers is to ask that the duty on potato starch shall be inereased trom 
1 cent per pound and 20 per cent. ad valorem, the present rate, to” 
cents per pound specific duty. 

It is true that dextrine is not exactly the same thing as potato starch 
But the gentleman from Pennsylvania [Mr. KELLEY | says that the pur 
pose of this increase of duty is to prevent the dangerous competition 0! 


| dextrine with potato starch. 


Now, I propose to show by the evidence of this gentleman that the 
proposed duty will absolutely prevent all competition of dextrine with 
potato starch; will prevent all importation of the article. He asked 
that there be placed on potato starch a duty of 2 cents per pound. 

On page 715 of the testimony before the Tariff Commission, M1 
Denison gives the average price of potato starch for the past five years 
in the Boston and New York markets, as found by a careful compila 
tion of prices by a large and well-known manufacturing house, was 4 
cents per pound. Members of this committee can see at once that a 
duty of 2} cents put on the article of dextrine will result in absolutely 
preventing it from being imported, as was the purpose of the attorney 
of these manufacturing companies, and from coming into competition 
with potato starch at all, 

On this article of dextrine there has been derived to the Government 
a revenue of $8,000. The purpose of this bill, as I say in regard to this 
item, and as we shall have occasion to illustrate frequently as we go on, 
is to prevent revenue from coming into the Treasury. That will be 


the result of the proposition of the committee to put a duty of 2) cents 
per pound on dextrine. It will prevent it from coming into competi- 
tion with potato starch, the price of which for the last five years in 
Boston has averaged only 4,°; cents per pound. 

Starch is used by all the people of this country, by 55,000,000 of 
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yple in their laundries; and it isalso used in manufactures. It isan 












L ‘ are estimated to produce so small an income as on the averag 4 
article of common use. Yet such an article as dextrine is to be pro- | apiece. The time which has been lost to-day in discussing these several 
hibited from coming into the country for the benefit of manufacturers. | items will amount to more than the income upon them I do not see 
That is the principle on which this bill is framed—to aid manutuct- | why the duty should be continued on these articles vie Iding so small 
urers. Probably not more than half a million of people, all told, are | amount of revenu I do not see anv money in it: I do not see any 
dependent on manufactures. It is for their benefit that the other tifty- | good for the people in it 
four and a half millions of people are to be taxed and the revenue of A MEMBER. Hasnot the gentleman just given a strong reason why 
the Government to be cut down, and this competition prohibited in | the question should not be discussed 
order that this high-protective theory may be fastened on the country. Mr. ROSECRANS Yes, sir: and if the Committee of the Whol: 
Mr. SPRINGER. There are only 3,000 persons in the United States | will only consent to strike out these items 1 shall be elad That is 
engaged in this particular manufacture. what I want 
Mr. COX, of New York. I desire to ask the gentleman from Ala- I offer that as another attempt to get the opinion of this majority in 
bama one question. DoI understand him to say that this dextrine | favor of striking out those articles which vield so small an income. In 
comes into competition with potato starch? | other words, Mr. Chairman, I wish to see them go upon the free-list 
Mr. HERBERT. It does, as stated in the testimony of Mr. Deni- | because they ought to be the: 
son, and as just now stated on the floor by the gentleman from Penn- Mr. KASSON. Ina word I will give reason to my orabls 
sylvania; and the purpose of this increase of the rate of duty is to pre- | friend trom California for many of these t The 1 must be 
vent that competition. | duplicated all through the bill, but i emen will bear in mind 
Mr. COX, of New York. Then, according to my friend, the object | the object to be accomplished it will save repeatiy | hat the 
of this increase of duty is to keep out dextrine and prevent its coming | policy of the bill is to introduce the raw material where: practicable 
into this country in competition with potato starch. Then I suppose | in this country, so that our own work people may do the finishing and 
they do not want even potatoes to come into this country. advanced product. As in this ease, the raw material, indigo, is on the 
Mr. FLOWER. No; and they tax them 15 cents a bushel. free-list. This is an advanced product in the form of « effected by 
Mr. COX, of New York. So that there is a tax of 15 cents a bushel | labor, and a slight difference of 10 per cent. is given favor of our 
on potatoes, not counting the salt. | own workshops and our own laborers doing the work w wis 
Mr. FLOWER. Yes; and there was collected on potatoes last year a | would be done abroad. This distinetion you will t 
duty of $1,318,000. I have agreed to the bill, running all through it 
Mr. COX, of New York. Over a million and a quarter of dollars of It is a proper distinction which no gentleman, I thin li 
revenue was collected on potatoes last year. Whom does that come of the House disputes as a principlk rhis is to give our « 
from? When you want votes you will find that it comes from the | slight margin, as in this ease, to induce the doing of the we : ; 
irish people; and a great many of them vote. own country. 
The object of all measures of this kind is not to help the working- Mr. KELLEY If my friend from California will permit me, | | 
man in regard to his shelter or the instrumentsof his trade or even his 


say to him that we imported last year about 2,000,000 pounds of indigo 
extract of, and carmine, and that under a duty of 10 per cent. and 20 
percent. ad valorem. Now the report of the committee is 10 per cent 
remitting the 20 per cent. ad valorem 


daily food, because you tax his potatoes 15 cents a bushel, the object 
being to keep out foreign potatoes, which might otherwise be used in th« 
manufacture of starch. Thus you tax not only every man, woman, 


and child who eats potatoes, but you tax all the washerwomen. Why ? Mr. SPRINGER Phere is no 20 per cent. ad valorem in my table 
Because, sir, the farmers in a particular part of the country want to Mr. KELLEY. The present law is 10 per cent. and 20 per cent 
have the monopoly of the potato supply. They have found out that Mr. SPRINGER. I do not see 20 per cent 
potatoes are coming into this country trom abroad. I believe that po- Mr. KELLEY [t is on carmine 20 per cent Iw misled by the 
tatoes last year were worth in New York a dollar a bushel or more. | figures. Ten per cent. on extract and 20 per cent 1ca 
When beef was 30 cents a pound, men, women, and children were taxed Mr. SPRINGER Chat is rieht 
15 cents a bushel on potatoes. In Boston it costs at least $1.25 to buy Mr. KELLEY. Now nut t h cdi 1 ‘ Phat 
a bushel of potatoes coming from abroad. | is the correct statement. It is a reduction 
A MEMBER. This is in the interest of the farmers. Mr. SPRINGER. 1 1 to ask whetl d 
Mr. COX, of New York. Nofarmer ever appeared before your com- | larg ly in the manufiet f woolen good 
inittee in behalf of a mere ** tub to the whale’’ like this. You can Mr. KASSON. Iti 
not fool the farmers any more upon the tarifi. Mr. SPRINGER. A matte 
Mr. STEELE. ‘The farmers know that they have friends here. Mr. KASSON And th re the duty is put low bee e it ap 
Mr. COX, of New York. They found out who their friends were | proaches raw material 
when they voted last year. I want to show the duplicity or the am- Mr. HAMMOND, of G » help th t 
biguity of this business, in which you undertake to protect the farmers Mr. SPRINGER. 1] ed only e pet 1 from tu 
on their potatoes, and at the same time to protect the starch manufact- | ents in favor of putting anything on th e-list, a that \ 
urers, Who require potatoes to make their starch manufacturer of woolen goods to put dye-stulis on the fre 
{Here the hammer fell. ] Mr. KASSON. When we reach t part « bill I will the 
The amendment was not agreed to theory and then let us test the theory 
The Clerk read as follows: Mr. SPRINGER. It is a part of t] *atam I wish to hk 
Glucose or grape sugar, 25 per cent. ad valorem. at the beginning, so that we may have free dye-stulfsin the manuta ‘ 


—— ie ‘ . = - - t ) coods he manutacturers want it. the people want 
Mr. KELLEY. At the suggestion of a majority of the Committee on | ©f WO len goods. A ope ce ah oes 


. : - oe ; | the children ery for it Laughtes Why will not the nt 

Ways and Means, and concurring in opinion with them, I move toamend hildr : —— 5 
_ mateo : . one ; (6 Bern 99 | it to them ? 

this paragraph by striking out in line 206 the word “‘five,’’ so that the [eee the hes 

ere e hammer’ teil 

duty shall stand at 20 per cent. ogg ae ir ; a = ' 
. t ie : : . £2 oe Mr. TUCKER. I move tostrike out the Lword VILLI nad 
Glucose, among other purposes, is used as a substitute for sugar; it is ; 


" A > - “leer ae | fi Iowa or Pennsylvania tel e whether the 
used for sirup; it-enters largely into confectioneries; it is used by | “map re : _ os ro y “ \ Lm : y- ' 
, : - res l ments 1n this country o 1S CX 
brewers and in other branches of manufacture. | ee te 


ri 


The amendment was adopted. — atid Sega pan peteagir-phoun ee A 
The Clerk read as follows: 4 CH ACh —_— sani ieee _ cd oa 
Indigo, extracts of, and carmined, 10 per cent. ad valorem } Mr TUCK ER. : W “w sigh isa sit “ ste d ge 
Mr. ROSECRANS. I move toamend by striking out this paragraph, | Mr. CHACE. One in Philadelphia, one in Chester, two in Conneet 
my object being to place these articles on the free-list. As I have al- | icut, and perhaps three in New York, and others I can not 1 recall 
ready stated in the course of the general debate, I shall be glad toco-| Mr. KELLEY. I venture to say there are some in Missouri, because 
operate with members of the House in perfecting this tariff bill in such | kindred industries are pursued ther 
a way that it may serve the chief purposes for which a tariff billispro-| Mr. TUCKER. I think it right all these dye-stuffs should be re 
posed: first, to raise revenue, and, secondly, in doing this to adoptsuch | duced in duty, in order that it may cheapen woolens and cottons con 
methods as may incidently benefit any branch of domestic labor or in- | sumed by the people of the country 
dustry. Mr. KELLEY Indigo is on the free-list, and the advanced forms of 
Now, I have taken from this list of chemicalsinSchedule A the names | it we propose to put at 10 per cent., the rate we put on other ey 
of thirty articles and have added up the estimated annual revenues ex- | tracts such as the gentleman from \ is familiar with. [Laugh 
pected under the present bill from those articles. The total productin | ter. ] 
the way of revenue according to this estimate, if my figures are correct, Mr. TUCKER St n my daughter { Laughter. | 
is $6,964.84. Indigo and extracts thereof constitute the eighth article The CHAIRMAN. There being no objection, the pro forma amend 
on the list; and there are twenty-three followingit. Iam not desirous | ment will be consi: 
to weary the House by taking a vote separately on each of these items; Mr. Rosecra> ndment s rejected 
but I now appeal to members to say whether it is not reasonable and The Clerk read as follows 


tight to strike from the list of articles which are to be taxed those which Iodine, resublimed 
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Mr. WHEELER. I move to strike out the entire line imposing a 
duty of 40 cents per pound on iodine. I desire to say, Mr. Chairman, 
first in reply to the gentleman from Georgia [Mr. SPEER], who ad- 
dressed this committee a few moments ago, that I do not desire to 
obstruct this House in the progress of considering this measure. 

I desire to say here and now that I shall not offer any amendment to 
this bill for the purpose of delaying or hindering its consideration. I 
fully appreciate that there is much requiring our attention between 
now and the close of this session, and I for one, will cheerfully sit in 
this Hall day and night until the work is accomplished, and I feel that 
I may say the same in behalf of all the members on this side of the 
House who are physically able to endure the fatigue incident to night 
SeSSléns, 

But Mr. Chairman, the measure now before the House is one of great 
importance. It is todetermine the amount and character of taxation 
which is toaffect the interests of people for many years. Certainly such 
® measure should not be hastily passed upon. Certainly no one on the 
other side of this House desires to fasten this law upon the country with- 
ont carefully considering it in every phase, and without using our best 
endeavors to secure such modifications as appear necessary to promote 
the best interests of all our people. I do not want to see any industry 
suffer. 

I want to see prosperity in every portion of our fair land. 
see 


I want to 


EVERY INTERE’T PROSPER IN THE HIGHEST DEGREE POSSIBLE. 


I believe and always have believed that the prosperity of one section of 
our country is necessary to the highest and best prosperity of all other 
sections. I always believed that the growth and prosperity of one in- 
dustry hastened the growth and enhanced the prosperity of other in- 
dustries. To attain the ends indicated gentlemen on this side of the 
House have proposed several amendments, all of which seemed to us 
most eminently necessary and proper. All of the amendments proposed 
have been printed in the Recorp, The few remarks explaining the 
proposed amendments which we have been permitted to make are also 
printed and form part of the record of two days’ proceedings of the 
American Congress. 

If there is any lack of wisdom in the amendments and modifications 
proposed, the people of our country, whose servants we are proud to 
be, will place the censure where it properly belongs. [Criesof ‘‘ Vote!’’] 
I think you had better cry *‘Vote,’’ because it is the only way you can 
keep from the country the wrongs being committed on them by some 
of the clauses of the bill. [Cries of ‘‘ Vote!’’ ‘‘ Vote!’’ on the Repub- 
lican side. } 

Mr. Chairman, I assert that the evidence before this commission, 
which has been put before this House, shows that when witnesses were 
examined before the commission, their recommendations were that med- 
icines and materials to make medicines, similar to the articles now being 
considered, should be placed upon the free-list, and the reason is that 
they all enter into the manufacture of the medicines which our people 
use throughout this land. 

Every one of the 50,000,000 people of thiscountry are taxed too much 
by this high tariff upon articles which afford little or norevenue to the 
Government. This article gives arevenue, according to the calculation 
of the Tariff Commission, if the present bill is passed, of $6 a year only. 
The same line of articles all the way through are taxed a high percent- 
age, ranging all the. way from 

ONE TO THREE HUNDRED PER CENT., 


and it makes every laboring man pay for the medicines necessary for his 
family from one to two or three hundred per cent. more than they ought 
to cost him. This is a very small matter to you gentlemen, but take 
a man whose wages range from three to four or five or six dollars a week 
and then impose a tax on him of $15 a year for the medicine that his 
family requires and you make it bear very unjustly and heavily upon 
him. 

Mr. KASSON. Does the gentleman from Alabama observe that this 
is already reduced; that the rate is reduced one-half here? 

Mr. WHEELER. Yes, sir; but your commission recommends that it 
be placed upon the free-list. 

Mr. KASSON.  Tonly desired the gentleman to observe that a reduc- 
tion has been made here. 

Mr. WHEELER. So I have already stated. 

Mr. SPRINGER. I move to strike out the last word. 

Under the present law there was imported into this country of iodine 
during the year 1882 fifteen pounds, as shown by this table. 

Mr. REED. Why don’t the gentleman have the whole table printed 
as a part of his remarks? 

Mr. SPRINGER. And the rate of duty is 40 per cent. ad valorem 
under the present law. Under the new law as proposed it is 21 per 
cent. The amount of revenue which would be received if the imports 
were the same under this modification of the tariff would be $6 for the 
fiscal year after this goes into effect. 

Mr. BROWNE. What does the President say about it? 

Mr. SPRINGER. I will answer the gentleman. The President says 
upon this and other items of a similar character—and I call the atten- 
tion of the gentleman and his side of the House also to the fact—that 
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all of these items which yield inconsiderable revenues shouk 
upon the free-list. Now, here is one which we have before us 
a very inconsiderable revenue, and you may put a tax upon it hich, .. 
low and the revenue will be inconsiderable under any cireums; ta 
Itisnot worth the book-keeping necessary; it is not worth the insp thie 
which is required; and there is, as faras 1 am able to observe, on|y ,., 
reason why the committee left it here on the dutiable list, and ¢)\,, 
for the purpose of a general average. ins 

TheCommitteeon Waysand Meanssay they have reduced the jyya,., 
upon the country so much per cent. on all of the ariicles enumery: d 
the tariff. How do they get at that calculation? You take al) oy, 
itemsof this bill of whichslight reductions have been made, and you y. 
find that they are generally uponarticlesof which very little is import, 
and then they strike an average aad tell us that somuch is saved tot), 
people of the country in that direction; and this little item js put ; 
here for the purpose of showing a sort of general reduction. But it do. 
notamounttoanything. Itaifordsnorelief. This article shou!d eo, 
in free, and I want gentlemen on the other side to take it off the dys. 
able list and place it where it ought to be, on the free-list. 
the pro forma amendment. 

The CHAIRMAN. The question is on agreeing to the amendn, ut 


1 be placed 
that yie] 


CHS 


I w ithdraw 





proposed by the gentleman from Alabama, to strike out line 210 
| The amendment was not agreed to. 

| The Clerk read as follows: 

Lemon-juice and lime-juice, 10 per cent. ad valorem. 

Mr. TOWNSHEND, of Illinois. I move to strike out line 211 
the purpose of making an inquiry of the gentleman in charge of {) 
bill as to the reasons which influenced the Committee on Ways gy) 
Means in overruling the report of the Tariff Commission, which reco 
mends that these articles be placed upon the free-list. The Commits, 
on Ways and Means have restored it to the same rate that it was tayed 
under the old law. [Cries of *‘ Vote!’’ ‘* Vote!’’ from the Republic. 
side.] If you think you can make progress by howling ** Vote!” | 
want gentlemen to understand that they are mistaken.  [ do not 
sire to postpone action on the bill; but we are entitled to some ; 
sideration in this matter; and gentlemen need not expect to railroad 4 
bill of this importance through without consideration. [I have m 
an amendment for the purpose of getting information; and we are « 
titled to the information which we seek in order to act properly upon 
these various items af the bill. 

Mr. KELLEY. The gentleman from Illinois has asked for infor 
tion. Lemon and lime juice came in as unenumerated articles at») 
per cent., and the commission has provided no rate for them or su sgest 
none. It is one of the cases which they omitted. There were probably 
one hundred articles omitted by them, and this, I believe, was one 
them. 

Now, lemon and lime juice are very much required for chemistry 
and it is within my own knowledge that one chemical house in Phils 
delphia has sent into Florida, and that section of the country in which 
lemons and limes can be produced, the apparatus for producing thes 
elements of citric acid at home for use in their various productions, cost 
ing them many thousands of dollars. I met some of them engayed in 
that business while I was in Florida, and we believed that they wer 
entitled to a duty of 10 per cent. on these Southern productions. 

Mr. TOWNSHEND, of Illinois. I want to say, Mr. Chairman, that 
I made the motion simply for information, and having received it, and 
learning from the gentleman from Pennsylvania that the rate of duty 
is very small, and as it is intended toencourage agricultural productions 
in this country, I withdraw the amendment. 

Mr. HEPBURN. I move to amend by striking out the last wor! 

I make the motion that I may inform the gentleman from Illinois 
[Mr. TOWNSHEND] that the rate proposed in this bill is precisely the 
same as in the tariff of 1846 that he was prepared to vote for last session 

Mr. TOWNSHEND, of Illinois. The gentleman from lowa | 
HEPBURN ] represents an agricultural district. He represents conswm- 
ers, as Ido. I represent an agricultural district, and because I repre- 
sent an agricultural district I am opposed to monopolies; and I am o)- 
posed to what is called a protective tariff, that is to enrich and proto! 
a few at the expense of the many. ; 

Now, Mr. Chairman, you heard a voice this morning from l’ennsy'- 
vania, and I had the pleasure of quoting the remarks of a very ei- 
inent Pennsylvania statesman. I want now, for the benefit of my « 
ricultural friend from Iowa, to call attention to a voice from Massa! 
setts, from the great, the greatest man that Massachusetts ever pr 
duced—Daniel Webster. 

Mr. BRIGGS. Oh, he was a product of New Hampshire. 

Mr. TOWNSHEND, of Illinois. Hear his voice on protection. 2 
1820 Webster wrote a resolution, and I have it here verbatim, and ill 
read it for the information of the House. It was a resolution that 4° 
drafted in Faneuil Hall, and here is its language: 

They can not perceive how the farming interest can be benefited by 4 |: 
which increases the price of everything which they have to buy and diminishes 
the price on everything which they have to sell. 

And the same words are applicable to this bill. You talk about pn- 
tecting the farmer by putting a little tariff on corn, when the facts 
known we are shipping abroad corn at the rate of hundreds of millions 
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every year. You talk of putting a tariff on wheat. Does anybody 
know of any wheat being shipped into this country, while hundreds of 
millions of bushels are being shipped annually abroad ? 

The market of the farmers of the district of the gentleman from Iowa 
is fixed in Liverpool, and the farmer he representson this floor is forced 
into competition with the half-starved and half-naked laborers of India 
and Austria and the serfsof Russia. And yet he stands upon this floor 
imposing upon the producing classes of his district a tariff from 10 per 
cent. to nearly 800 per cent., and claims, notwithstanding, he is prop- 
erly representing that constituency. I hope he will remember the 
words of Webster. 

Mr. WAIT. I will trespass but a moment upon the attention of the 
committee. Let me say a word in reply to the gentleman from IIli- 
nois, Who claims that a protective tariff is injurious to the interests of 
the farmers of this country. Under a protective tariff, which has built 
up the great manufacturing and mechanical industries of Connecticut, 
the market value of every article which is produced by the farmers of 
the State has doubled, trebled, and in some instances increased tour- 
fold. ‘The farmers of my State, and the same I think may be said in 


regard to the farmers of every State where these great industries have | 


been built up, have now admirable markets for the products of their 
farms, markets which did not exist forty years ago, and all the articles 
of dress and articles that are deemed luxuries are now produced at 
prices to bring them within the reach of not only those of our people 
engaged in agricultural pursuits, but within the reach of our iaboring 
classes. To strike down a protective tariff is to strike a vital blow to 
the interests of our farmers and our laboring classes. 

Mr. BRIGGS. Mr. Chairman, I do not rise for the purpose of pro- 
longing the discussion upon this provision of the bill now under con- 
sideration. The distinguished gentleman trom Illinois [Mr. Town- 
SHEND] seems to be terribly at faultin relation to the provisions of the 
tariffs of 1842 and 1846, and of a great many other subjects upon which 
he has attempted to enlighten the House. But I simply rise for the 


purpose of saying to him that Daniel Webster was not a production of 


Massachusetts, as the gentleman asserted, but of the Granite State 
{ Laughter. ] 

The pro forma amendment was withdrawn. 

The Clerk read lines 212 and 213, as follows: 

Licorice, paste or roll, 7} cents per pound; licorice-juice, 3 cents per pound 


Mr. CABELL. I offer the amendment which I send to the desk 

The Clerk read as follows: 

In line 212 strike out 7} cents”’ and insert ‘‘ 6cents,”’ and in line 21 
“3 cents”? and insert ‘‘1} cents,”’ 

Mr.CABELL. Mr. Chairman, I offer that amendment with the hope 
that it will commend itself to the favor of the House. <A large amount 
of mass and stick-licorice is imported into the United States from for- 
eign countries upon which a duty of 10 cents per pound is paid the Gov- 
ernment. About three-fourths of this liccrice, I think, is used in the 
manufacture of tobacco; the rest is consumed in preparations of medi- 
cine and confections. 

The effect of the law as it now stands is to impose a double tax upon 
all licorioe used in the manufacture of tobacco; first, in the way of the 
10 cents tariff duty upon the importation of the licorice, and then the 


istrike out 


| 
} 
} 
| 


16 cents internal tax upon tobacco, aggregating 26 cents per pound upon | 


every pound of licorice used in the manulacture of tobacco. 

Not only is this an onerous tax but it isa discriminating tax as well 
The manufacturers of plug-tobacco use the stick and paste licorice; the 
manufacturers of ‘‘fine-cut’’ use the powdered licorice-root, which is 
imported free of duty. To enable the plug manufacturers to in any de- 
gree cope with the ‘‘fine-cut’’ manufacturers of whom I have spoken, 
they have to use an inferior article—licorice made in this country of lic- 
orice-root which has been subjected to a long sea voyage and become 


deteriorated and damaged by that voyage, or are compelled touse cheap | to the effect of this duty on the price of the article, be 
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manufactories in Canada, Australia and elsewhere, run with American 
tobaccos. In short, by reason of this tax our own have not equal 
chance with foreign manufacturers. 

It is surprising, Mr. Chairman, that this tax should be continued 
with its effects so manit stly injurious to American interests, but it is 
stranger still that the American Congress should, in respect to this sul 
ject, have been for several years l 


egislating for the protection not of its 
own but of 


foreign manutacturel 


~ We have for years been givin 
this tax to foreigners an advantage of 10 cents a pou id over the tobace: 
manutacturers of the United States 
I know that we have in this body many extre protectionists 
I had never supposed that the most intense advocates of the protectiv: 
system would be willing to look beyond seas and insist upon protectil 
foreigners as against Americans Yet that precisely what we ar 


doing by this licorice tax. 
The modification of this tax in th 
ment would go far toward putting our own on 


foreign manuiacturers, and would result in 


CrCUs } ou ‘ 
ports, cheapening the manufacture of tobacco ea CO 
sumption, stimulating production, and adding to Governni 
revenue. I hope the amendment will be adopt 


Mr. HASKELL. I desire to say a word « yin 
from Virginia [Mr. CABELL]. I would like to have the ear of 1] 
House on this matter, for it is a peculiar case; and 1 would like t 

| attention of those who represent the people who r 


manufacture it 
rhe rate of duty on licorice-paste in the bill is iner 


wed a 
per cent. above the recommendation of the TarifY¥Commis , i 
largely on the representation of the tobacco manuticturers them 
who purchase this licorice paste from manutacturers of the | 


who have presented long petitions to us asking that the duty on 
rice-paste may be kept up in order that they may be exempt from t 


foreign monopoly now controlled, under a few Turkish tirmans, by a 
few manufacturers abroad 

Mr. SCALES Will the gentlh in name one firm who recomme! 
that? 

Mr. IHASKEI | L have in th ommiittee-room a list of fifteen o1 
twenty manutacturers; and | have a list here of tive or six of them 
referring to papers which I do not find here, but the other members of 
the Committee on Ways and Means will bear me out in that statement 

Mr. SCALES Will the gentleman name one of them? 


Mr. HASKELI The 

Mr. SCALES The Lo 
paste for them Ives, 

Mr. HASKELL They ar 
necticut house, and so stated 
the Lorillards there were several other manutacturers 

At the time the duty of 10 per cent. was placed on licorice-paste it 
was selling in the United States at 24 


Lorillards, tor in 


tance 
llards are a monopoly, and they make thi 


e buve ‘ his heorice 


nt 


t pea te 
over their own 


signature 


from a Con 
And beside 


Ecents pr r pound lo-day, owing 
to American competition, which started immediately on the imposition 
of the protective duty, the price has be 


n reduced to 14 cents per pound 
And these buyers of the product ask us to keep thisduty on licorice so 


Lille 


that they may not be remanded to the monopoly prices which existed 
| before the duty was imposed 

While I have not here a full list of all the manutacturers of tobacco 
who have asked for the retention of this duty, | have a list of at least 


fifty manufacturers who use dye-stuffs, and they 
be retained on dye-stuffs, notwithstanding th 
articles, because they say that under the d | the Ameri 
manufacture of those articles has reduced the price, and they want the 
duty continued in order that American competition may be kept up 
While I have not the names of these tobaceo-men just at hand, | am 


ask that the duty may 
y are pure hasers of thos 
uty 


imposed in 


| sure they will accept this statement of the purchasers of dye-stulls as 


cause it foes on 


substitutes which injure the quality and flavor of the tobacco and its | all fours with it. That is pretty conclusive evidence of the reason for 


reputation not only in this country but in the markets of the world. 
It is important, Mr. Chairman, that this tax should be reduced. 
Four years ago, if I remember rightly, the Ways and Means Commit- 


tee adopted a report reducing the tariff on licorice to 5 cents a pound. | produces an unfair impression on this House when he attempts 


The Tariff Commission, having betore it only three witnesses on whose 


testimony to base a judgment, placed the tax at 6 cents a pound, pre- | 


cisely what I have placed it atin my amendment. Not a manufact- 
urer of tobacco nor a man who was interested in lowering tariff duties 
upon licorice in any of its forms was called before that Tariff Commis- 
sion; but every man who appeared before the commission was interested 
in some way in keeping up the tax, and yet with that testimony only 


the action of the committee. 

Mr.SCALES. I move to strike out the last word. 1 think the gen 
tleman from Kansas [Mr. HASKELL], though he may not so intend, 
to get 
us to believe that the tobacco manufacturers of this country are in favor 
of this increased tax on licorice; that is,an increase over and above the 
duty recommended by the Tariff Commission. 

The very firm which he mentions, Lorillard & Co 
amonopoly. It is avery large establishment. It imports the licorice 
root and makes its own paste. Licorice-root is admitted free, and that 
establishment can very well afford to insist that the duty shall be kept 


, of New York, is 


of interested parties before them the commission reported the tax at 6 | on licorice-paste 


cents. But the Ways and Means Committee in its wisdom has seen fit 
to raise the figures of the commission by a cent and a half a pound 

I think this article of licorice ought to be imported free for a number 
of good reasons. Nevertheless, hoping for the adoption of my amend- 
ment, I have concluded to adopt the report and recommendation of the 
Tariff Commission. 

Because of this tax upon licorice the tobacco trade has suffered greatly, 
not only in the advantage given thereby to foreign manufacturers, but 


Mr. HASKELL. Here is a list of twenty manufacturers. 

Mr. SCALES And | venture to say that in that list of twenty, there 
is not the name of one of the smaller manufacturers of the country, of 
which there are some seven thousand or more. 

Mr. HASKELL. They all would petition for it. 

Mr. SCALES. They all petition for it? 

Mr. HASKELL. They all would if they had the chance. 

Mr. SCALES. I representa tobacco interest in my own State; I my- 


also for the reason, with others, that it has stimulatedand built up large self represent from fifty to one hundred tobacco factories; and 1 know 
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that every factory in my district would be in favor of reducing the tax 
on licorice, because it will cheapen that article to them. They want 
to cheapen the material which they use in the manufacture of tobacco, 
and to do that of course they would like to have the tax taken off lico- 
riee. 

I call the attention of gentlemen on the other side, and especially of 
the distinguished chairman of the Committee on Ways and Means, to 
this subject. He is more responsible for the tobacco agitation in the 
country now than any other man. I was glad that he agitated the sub- 
ject; 1 want the tobacco tax reduced or removed. That gentleman 
seunded the alarm in the North. We believed he was in earnest, and 
we desired to have the tobacco tax abolished. 

But what has been done? At an early day in this session my friend 
from Pennsylvania [Mr. KELLEY] reported a bill here abolishing the 
tax on tobacco. Yet that same gentieman has refused to give us one 
moment of time for considering that bill. Now, when we ask him, as 
he has refused to allow us to consider that bill, to allow a reduction of 
the duty upon the articles that go into the manufacture of tobacco, I 
hope he will consider it favorably. I hope he will give the subject his 
favorable consideration, and at least consent to reduce the duty to the 
rate recommended by the Tariff Commission. 

The Tariff Commission, appointed for the purpose of considering 
questions of this kind, has said that this article ought to pay 6 cents 
on the pound. My friend from Virginia has already told you that when 
it goes into the tobacco at 6 cents you make it pay 22 cents to the Gov- 
ernment. Is that right, isit fair, is it just to the tobacco interest, since 
you deny it any other reduction? 

Mr. BUCK. I wish to say a single word in reply to the suggestion 
of the gentleman from North Carolina [Mr. SCALES] in regard to the 
wishes of the manufacturers of plug-tobacco whom he says he repre- 
sents. I holdin my hand a petition trom eighteen tobacco manufactur- 
ers in various parts of the country, including two in the State of Vir- 
ginia. In their petition these manufacturers say: 

We have reason to fear the abolition of the duty would increase the cost to us, 
instead of diminishing it, by crippling the American manufadéturers, whose com- 
petition between themselves, as sho with the foreign manufacturers, isthe reason 
of its reduced price. 

Mr. TUCKER. 
moment ? 

Mr. BUCK. Yes, sir. 

Mr. TUCKER. Is not that a printed petition ? 

Mr. BUCK. It has appended to it the names of C. A. Jackson & 
Co., of Petersburgh, Virginia, and Lawrence Lottier, of Richmond, Vir- 
ginia, whom I presume the gentleman knows very well. 

Mr. TUCKER. That is a printed petition, is it not? 

Mr. BUCK. Inreply to the suggestion that it is a printed petition, 
I will say that a printed petition is the only kind the Committee on 
Ways and Means would receive in regard to this matter. 

Mr. HASKELL. Why, the gentleman’s speech will be printed, but 
he would not like to have it discredited because it is in type. 

Mr. TUCKER. I did not say the petition was te be discredited be- 
cause in print; I simply asked the question. 

Mr. BUCK. 1 do not yield any further. I wish to say that this 
industry does not include among its members any very large corpora- 
tions, any large firms or any ‘* bloated bondholders.’’ There are in- 
numerable companies—I might almost say innumerable individuals— 
engaged in this industry; and the competition which has grown up 
among American manufacturers has reduced the price of this article 33} 
per cent. since the duty was first placed on it. (Therefore while the 
general reduction in this bill may be assumed at about 17) per cent., a 
reduction to 7) cents a pound on this article is equal to a reduction of 
25 per cent., which 1 think is as great a reduction as the House ought 
to adopt in regard to this industry. 

With reference to putting licorice-paste into plug-tobacco, I wish to 
suggest, borrowing the argument of my friend from Ohio [Mr. McK1n- 
LEY ] in regard to cotton-ties, that licorice-paste, on which the duty is 
now 10 cents a pound, goes into the plug-tobacco and is sold by those 
who deal in the tobacco for the price which they charge for the tobacco. 
Therefore I say it is just that we should not make the 40 per cent. re- 
duction which has been suggested by the Tariff Commission. I incor- 
porate as a part of my remarks the petition to which I have referred. 


Will the gentleman allow me to interrupt him a 


The undersigned, manufacturers of plug-tobacco, respectfully represent that 
licorice-paste is made almost exclusively for the manufacture of plug-tobacco; 
that the price of licorice-paste or mass of American manufacture (which com- 
prises more than four-fifths of all consumed in this country) is much less than 
before the present duty was imposed, proving that the consumer has not suf- 
fered from the imposition of the duty; that the price of foreign-made licorice has 
also been reduced, and that we have reason to fear the abolition of the duty would 
increase the cost to us, instead of diminishing it, by crippling the American man- 
ufacturers, whose competition between themselves, as also with the foreign man- 
vfacturers, is the reason of its reduced price. This home competition checked, 
the few foreign manufacturers could, and probably would, combine to advance 
the price to that obtained before American competition cheapened it. 

We, therefore, as the parties chiefly interested, being buyers and consumers of 
more than half of all the licorice-paste or mass used in the United States, do 
respectfully petition your honorable body to retain the present duty of 10 cents 
per pound, which yielded to the Treasury for the year ending June 30, 1879, the 
sum of $81,588.70, being well assured that the abolition of the duty and the conse- 
quent loss of revenue to the Government would afford no equivalent gain to 
ourselves or to any class of our citizens, while it would injure and possibly de- 
stroy the American manufacture of licorice-paste, and force us into a sole de- 


pendence upon the foreign manufacture, instead of our having, as at prese 
the option between a home and foreign source of supply, the advant - pen 


active competition, and the attendant results of reduced prices and _ of an 
production. 


We desire in this connection to remonstrate against any rebate, draw! 
other allowances on licorice used in the manufacture of tobacco, whet|... 
exportor domestic use, believing such @ measure would inevitably lead t. sr 
frauds upon the revenue, place us at the mercy of unscrupulous m, —— 


manufact 


ers, and, as the use of licorice in tobacco is an American specialty, be ¢ f little pl 


no avail in facilitating the exportation of tobacco, Official statements fil. 


with the Committee on Ways and Means show that the Canadian export of 
manufactured tobacco through a series of years has averaged less thay 50 0, 
pounds annually, less than 50,000 pounds of which went outside of Eritis! ; 


ritory, and that Canada levies an impost duty on licorice, also a revenue t — e 
tobacco. The extravagant statements in regard to Canadian competition i), t) : 


manufacture of tobacco are therefore scarcely worthy of serious consid: ratio 
although they have been made the pretext for demanding free licorice 6) 
bate on licorice entering into tobacco. 

May 1, 1880. 

P. Loritiarp & Co., 
Jersey City, New Jersey. 
BucHANAN & LYALL 
101 Wall street, New York. 
DrumMMOND ToBacco CoMPANY, 
Alton, Illinois. 
Gem Crry Topacco Works, 
Quincy, Ilinois. 
Jor. H, HARRts’s Sons, 
Que, Illinois, 
Liccett & Myers Topacco CoMPANY, 
Saint Louis, Missouri. 
DAUSMAN ToBacco CoMPANY, 
Saint Louis, Missouri. 
Ryan & CUMMISKEY, 
Saint Louis, Missouri. 
Masor & Mackey Tonacco Company, 
Clarksville, Missouri, Cincinnati, Ohio 

Mr. SCALES. I withdraw the pro forma amendment. 

Mr. BUCKNER. Irenew it. 1 happen to have the honor to repre- 
sent quite a number of tobacco manufacturers—not manufacturers of 
the proportions of a Lorillard—not very wealthy men, but still a nu 
merous class and entitled to consideration here. In addition to this 
I have had the misfortune to be a manufacturer of tobacco, so that | 
ought to have some knowledge on this subject. 

Now, sir, itis perfectly natural that the large manufacturers of tobaces 
should desire a large duty on this article, just as Mr. Lorillard and 
several others of these gentlemen have been besieging the committee 
year after year not to reduce the tax on tobacco. 

Unfortunately the manufacture of tobacco, like that ef whisky, is 
one of the greatest monopolies in the country; but not half so bad as th 
monopoly which the gentleman from Connecticut [Mr. Buck] repre 
sents. Sir, the duty on licorice before 1861 was 3 cents a pound. 
to that time there was no manufacture of licorice-paste in this country 
This duty of 10 cents a pound was imposed to establish what was then 
an ‘‘infant industry’? but now an adult—21 yearsofage. During this 
time it has had the benefit of the premium on gold which existed up to 
seven or eight years ago. Thus this manuiacture has grown to larg 
proportions. 

Why, sir, what is the cost of the original article? Licorice-root in tl: 
countries from which it is imported costs about 2 mills per pound—2.7 
mills. Yet the manufacturers of this country have been paying trom 
15 cents for an inferior article up to 28 cents. 

It happens none of these manufacturers appear here to speak on this 
subject. 

Mr. BUCK. Mas not the price of licorice-paste been decreased 3:3 
per cent. since the duty was put on it? 

Mr. BUCKNER. If you compare it now with the former inflated 
prices of this country perhaps it has, but I do not admit there has been 
any such reduction in price as the gentleman suggests. To-day th 
price, according to the valuation last year of licorice-paste in Europe, in 
Turkey, in Sicily, is 12 cents. It is worth that now. According toa 
statement in the Tariff Commission an article can be manulactured her 
that will compete with the foreign product. What my constituents 
want, and what the constituents of other gentlemen want, is competi- 
tion from abroad and not to build up here the manufacture of an inicriot 
article at a heavy taxation. The Stamford article is made up of sugar 
and inferior materialsand issold as pure licorice when in fact it 1s nothing 
of the sort. They may have improved it. 

Before taking my seat I wish to call attention to a paragraph in th 
report of the Tariff commission. It is to be found in the testimony 0! 
John D. Dix. It will be seen, from what he says, that the American 
article is inferior. ‘The commission recommended the duty should | 
6 cents. I understand during this Congress the agent of five or six man 
ufacturers of licorice-paste in this country has been here to keep the 
duty up. Although the commission recommended that the duty shou! 
be 6 cents, it is proposed by the committee to increase it to % 
ask the extract from the testimony of Mr. Dix be read. 

The Clerk read as follows: 

Licorice-root, licorice extract,and paste. This is an important article, or ver! 
to be, in thedrugtrade. It is not now, except in the tobacco manufacture, wie" 
it is a very important article as a flavor. We put upon the root 1 cent, and vx 
the paste 5 cents a pound, In 1864, or some time since 1862, the duty was micvr 
two cents a pound on licorice, and on the paste, or extract, 10 cents a poune 
Now the root is free and the paste is 10 cents a pound. This is one of those ar! 
cles that it seems utterly unnatural to manufacture in this country, but fortunes 
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PFINGST, DOERHOEFER & Co 
Louisville, Kentucky 
DRUMMOND Topacco Company 
Saint Louis, Missou} 
GEORGE Brown, 
Hannibal, Missouri 
©. A. Jackson & Co., 
Petersburgh, Virginia 
LAWRENCE LovTiIrR, 
Ri-hmond, Virginia 
Price & LoGan, 
Jonesburgh, Missour 
J. G. Myers, 
Louisiana, Missouri 
W. P. Boonr, 
Clarksville, Missouri 
SreNceE Bros. & Co., 








are being made by it. ‘o draw a raw material of such low cost from abroad 1n« 


manufacture it here is not a natural process, and ought not to be sustained by » 
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heavy protective duty. The root comes largely from Smyrna and from Spain, 
and a little from Sivily. The cost of bringing the root in that form should be 
very great compared with the cost of bringing the extract from those countries. 
The tarilf on that is altogether out of character, it strikes me, upon any reason- 
able basis whatever. Tobacco manufacturers have said that they can buy their 
vaste more cheaply now than in other times. I do not know whether it is true 
. not. I certainly know that the paste they buy is not so good as it formerly 
was, and that children in these days hardly Know what licorice is. 


The CHAIRMAN. The gentleman’s time has expired. 

Mr. BUCKNER. I withdraw my pro forma amendment. 

Mr. TUCKER. I renew the pro forma amendment. I desire to 
state only one or two facts which appear by the tabular statement to 
which reference has been made so oiten in this debate. The price or 
anit of value of foreign licorice paste or rolls is 12} cents. I gather 
that from the fact that the rate is 75 per cent. ad valorem, wh.ch is 
equal to a 10-cent specific duty, and the calculation shews it costs 12) 
centsa pound. You put 7} cents a pound on that and you make the 
foreign licorice paste and rolls cost 20 cents a pound to the consumer 

ere. 
» My friend from Kansas thinks the domestic paste and rolls can be 


there was no duty on this we could get it for 12} cents a pound, but 
with the duty on it we have to pay 20 cents a pound for foreign lico- 
rice paste and rolls. 

Mr. Chairman, there is another fact not mentioned by either of my 
friends in this discussion, and that is this, that the Lorillards make 
what is called fine-cut tobacco, and with the fine-cut tobacco they use 
the licorice-root which is cut up with the fine-cut tobacco. They get 
that licorice-root free of duty. 

The maker of plug-tobacco gets licorice-paste and pays under the 
present law 10 cents, and will under the bill pay 7} cents. So between 
the maker of fine-cut tobacco and the maker of plug-tobacco there is an 
advantage in favor of the maker of the plug of 7} cents, the cost of the 
licorice. I do not wonder, therefore, the New York manufacturers 
who make the fine-cut tobacco are willing to keep up the duty on licor- 
ice paste and rolls used only by plug-tobacco manuiacturers in Virginia 
and elsewhere, while they get the licorice they use in the fine-cut to- 
bacco free of duty. I think, therefore, in the interest of the manufact- 
urers of tobacco this duty should be reduced to 6 cents per pound. Six 
cents per pound would be 45 percent. ad valorem. If thatis not enough 
for the protection of any American interest I think it ought not to be 
bolstered further. The Tariff Commission recommended 6 cents per 
pound, but the Committee on Ways and Means wants 7} cents. 
in favor of what the commission proposes. 

{Here the hammer fell. ] 

Mr. TOWNSEND, of Ohio. Mr. Chairman, I happen to know some- 
thing about this tobacco question as connected with the manufacture 
of licorice. I will not deal with theories but facts. There isanamount 
of licorice used in this country for other purposes than that of tobacco, 
and it should not be considered entirely trom the standpoint of its use 
with tobacco. In pointof fact, the tobacco manufacturers make money 
out of licorice, and they meanto doit. The licorice they buy at the rate 
of 12 and 14 cents they sell to the consumers and wholesale jobbersat from 
30 to 40 centsa pound, according to the quality. 


bacco. The great trouble is to keep them from putting too much licorice 
in their tobacco, because they make more money on that than on the 
tobacco. That is the fact about it. I happen to know a great many 
manufacturers of tobacco. 
them asking that the duty on licorice be retained at 10 cents per pound. 
They want a steady market and no interruption. 

{Here the hammer fell. } 

The CHAIRMAN. 
will be withdrawn. 

Mr. CABELL. I move to strike out the last word. 

Mr. Chairman, I must take issue with the gentleman from New Hamp- 
shire, the gentleman from Connecticut, and other gentlemen who say 
that the manufacturers of tobacco are not only not hampered and injured 
by this tax upon licorice, but that they actually make money by the 
application of licorice to the tobacco they put up. They are entirely 
mistaken about that. 

The substitution of your poor domestic: licorice for good imported 
licorice entails upon the manufacturers of tobacco in two or three ways, 


is compensated for by the sale of the licorice as so much tobacco. Be- 


made for—how much? Fourteen cents, I understood him to say. If 





I am | 


| is no reduction. 
They get paid for every | 
pound of licorice contained in the tobacco, just as if it was so much to- | 


| the taxes? 
I have received letters from twenty-five of 


If there be no objection the proforma amendment | 


sides, upon certain grades of tobacco between the internal tax and tariff 
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mestic, and is always used by the tobacco manufacturer when his means 
and opportunities enable him to do so 

In tact rather than use this domestic licorice many manufactur 
tobacco use cheap substitutes for it, 


rot 
such as molasses, low grades ot 
sugar, and other compounds, which of course injure the character and 


| quality of the tobacco thus dealt with and compels its sale in our own 


and foreign markets at cheap rates ruinous to the seller, but in fret 
dear to the buyer. It is therefore to escape these difliculties and others 
which might be named t 
rice. For years the three or four licorice manufacturers of this country 
have been allowed to dominate this trade, to impose b s upon the 
tobacco interests, and to deprive the Government of much revenue which 
under proper rates it should and would have collected 

Will not the tax of 6 cents per pound recommended by Parulf 
Commission and proposed by my amendment prove suflicient to pro 
tect—to satisfy the greed of the few men who have enjoyed the mo 
nopoly of this licorice business for some twenty or more years? 
gress willing to allow these men to exclude other traders from the mar 
ket who will offer a better article at a lower rate to manufacturers who 
have already been required for years to enrich others at their expense? 

Mr. Chairman, by reducing this tax tothe rate | have recommended 
Congress will be doing no wrong to the licorice manufacturer, but on 
the contrary a great good to the tobacco trade and the Government 
Six cents per pound tax, added to the costs of transporting licorice from 
foreign countries, will more than protect the industry; but a 7}-cent 
per pound tax, if adopted, will prove almost as prohibitory in its char 
acter as the present rate of 10 cents. 

I withdraw the pro forma amendment. 

The CHAIRMAN. The question is upon agreeing to the amend 
ment proposed by the gentleman from Virginia, to strike out in lint 
212 ‘*7} cents’’ and insert ‘* 6 cents.” 

The committee divided; and there were—ayes 52, noes 93 

Mr. CABELL. I demand tellers. 

Tellers were ordered. 

Mr. CABELL and Mr. HASKELL were appointed tellers 

The committee again divided; and the tellers reported—ayes 60, 
noes 91. 

So the amendment was not agreed to 

The Clerk read as follows 

Licorice-juice, 3 


hat we ask this reduction of duty upon lico 


irdens 
4) 
Lhe 


Is Con 


cents per poun 1. 

Mr. SPARKS. I move tostrike out this line, 213 
man, on examining the tables brought in here that 
licorice-juice there is a reduction of 2 cents per 
pound now existing is 5 cents, and it is proposed to be reduced to 3 
cents. Isecealsofrom the table that there was no revenue collected under 
the 5-cent rate and there 
the reduced rate, and it simply she already taken 
occasion to remark several times, there is an effort on many of these 
items to show to the country that a reduction is being made, when the 
men who propose to do this thing know very well themselves that there 
Why keep this item in the schedule?) Why reduce 
the 5-cent per pound rate to 3 cents when the 5 cents has produced no 
revenue; and you can not estimate that your 3-cent per pound rate will 
produce any, unless somebody is to be deceived, unless the country is 
to be hoodwinked into the belief that there is really an effort to reduce 
I repeat, why keep this item in the dutiable list at all? 

Mr. BUCKNER. Let me say to the gentleman from I)linois that 
there has been no importation of licorice-juice at all. None has 


I see, Mr. Chair 
that article 


on 
pound; the rate per 


of 


is no revenue estimated to be 


Ws, Sir, that, 


collected under 
as I have 


come 


} in, and there never was any. 


Mr. SPARKS. Very well; that is what I gather from the table here; 
and why is it proposed to be kept in? I think, Mr. Chairman, it is 
kept here for the purpose of indicating to the country or attempting to 
go to the country with the idea that here is a reduction of tariff rates 
There is none in this case, because there is no revenue derived from it 

Mr. HASKELL. Because the importation all came in under another 
head—under the general head; that is all. 

Mr. SPARKS. But in this item there is non 
received under the reduced rates. 

Mr. HASKELL. 
ent head. 

Mr. SPARKS. 


even estimated to be 


Because, as I have said, it came in under a differ- 


But in the future you do not estimate that anything 
will be derived. Why not strike it out? 

Mr. KELLEY. It came in formerly at 5 cents a pound, and we pro- 
pose to reduce it to 3. 

Mr. SPARKS. 


which might be mentioned if time afforded, a much greater loss than | 
| 


tax upon the combination, nothing is left for the price of the tobacco | 
and the labor bestowed upon it. Not only so, but the Southern man- 
ufacturers I say are compelled by reason of the import duty to use lic- 
orice of an inferior or bad quality, such as they would not use if they 
could avoid it. 

Licorice, I repeat, made from the root imported duty free by two or 
three licorice manufacturers, to whose success in business the tobacco- | 
nists and the consumers of the country are made to pay unwilling tribute. 
The stuff that these licorice-men make could hardly be improved by 
them, considering that their stock is injured, if not ruined, by the sea 
voyage to which it must be subjected, for no licorice-root is raised in 
this country; therefore the imported licorice is far preferable to the do- 


XIV. 115 


But I call the attention of the gentleman to this point, 
| that here is an item of licorice-juice embodied in this table, bearing a 
| rate of duty at 5 cents a pound, that has heretofore paid no revenue. 
| Now you propose to reduce it to 5 cents a pound, and you do not even 
| estimate that there will be any revenue at that rate. 
Mr. HASKELL. How can estimate 
are no statistics of duty upon? 
Mr. TUCKER. Will the gentleman allow me to interrupt him, and 
| I will show him that there is? 
Mr. HASKELL. Well, where is it? 
Mr. TUCKER. If the gentleman from Kansas will look at some 
| thing else than his own table and will admit that all knowledge is not 


we upon an article that there 
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absorbed in himself, if he will look at the statement of imported mer- 


chandise published by the Treasury Departinent, he will find that licorice- | is used in adulterating. The evidence hehad before him shows it js 
juice was imported at 5 cents a pound, but that there was an importa- | article used for making medicines, an article absolutely essentia} 


tion of only 2,440 pounds, with a duty collected of $122. 

Mr. HASKELL. That is what I was trying to say. 
another form and under another head. 

Mr. TUCKER. It is singular the gentleman was trying to say that 
when he said just the reverse. 

Mr. SPARKS. I do not yield to all these gentlemen. 

[ see in the table the present tariff on licorice-juice is 5 cents a pound; 
that is what this table tells me. I see the rate is reduced from 5 cents 
to 3 cents; that is what this table tells me. I see there was no reve- 
nue derived from the 5-cent per pound duty. I see there is none esti- 
mated by the friends of this bill to be derived from the 3-cent duty. 
Now, why keep it here unless it is kept here to blind the eyes of some- 
body and make somebody believe you are reducing taxation, when you 
know it is a cheat? 

The question being taken on the motion to strike out line 213, it was 
not agreed to. 

The Clerk read lines 214 and 215, as follows: 

Oil of bay leaves, essential, £2.50 per pound 


Mr. ROSECRANS.  L move to strike out the item just read. 

My reason for making this motion is that according to the reports of 
the Treasury Department we imported only 1,920 ounces, of the value 
of $496, on which we collected S960, at the rate of 50 cents an ounce. 
The present bill proposes to change that to $2.50 per pound. This prop- 
osition makes the tariff equivalent to 80.65 per cent. and produces a 
revenue of only S300. For that reason, that the article produces no 
amount of revenue worth having, 1 propose to strike it out. 

Mr. KELLEY. The proposition is to reduce the rate on oil of bay 
leaves from 50 cents an ounce to $2.50a pound. It is one of the largest 
reductions either by the commission or by the committee. The gen- 
tleman from California seems to confuse the two rates as though they 
both related to the pound. 

Mr. TOWNSHEND, of [inoi 
list. 

Mr. BUCKNER. Ile says because you get no revenue from the 
article, why do you keep this duty on it? 

The question being taken on the motion of Mr. Rosecrans to strike 
out lines 214 and 215, it was not agreed to. 

The Clerk read line 216, as follows: 

Oil of rum or ruin essenec, 50 cents per pound. 


Mr. WAZELTON. 
pose of asking a ques 
is in this way that \ 
mittee gain inform 
great conglomer:t 
of 50 cents pet 
rum is used for 
mittee on W 
what this ari le 
American people 

Mr. TOWNSHEND, of Illinois. 


Ife wants the article on the free- 


! move to strike out the last word for the pur- 
ion of the Committee on Ways and Means. It 
»who do not belong to that distinguished com- 
ion in regard to these various items. Now, in this 
ion I find the oil of rum or rum essence has a duty 
aace. IL have some little idea of what this essence of 
jut at the same time I desire the chairman of the Com- 
and Means to inform us where this industry exists, 
is manufactured for, and what benefit it is to the 


It is not to drink. 


Mr. WA’ SLTON.  Lask for information and in good faith. 

Mr. KE. LEY. It is an adulterator used for coloring—— 

\ir, RANDALL. Ifthe chairman of the committee will allow me I 
ean answer the question. 

Mr. KELLEY. I yield to my colleague. 


Mr. RANDALL. ‘This is an essence used to make false rum. It is 
an artificial pseparation and is mixed with alcohol to make rum instead 
of having rum made out of molasses. It is a vicious production and 
ought to be prohibited. 

Mr. HAZELTON, Does it make good rum? 

Mr. RANDALI. Ido not know; perhaps you can answer. 

Mr. KELLEY. You get it in your rum-punches. I understand, 
however, it is good for purpeses of ablution. 

Mr. TOWNSHEND, of Illinois. I desire to ask the chairman of the 
committee a question. I notice the present tariff on this article is 50 
cents per ounce. The Tariff Commission put the article on the free- 
list; the Committee on Ways and Means have restored it to the old rate. 
The table shows no revenue whatever derived from it. 

Mr. KELLEY. The Tariff Commission omitted it, but it would 
probably have come in in one of the unenumerated classes. 

Mr. TOWNSHEND, of Illinois. Asthe tableshows norevenue what- 
evcr derived from it, I wish to know why the rate is kept up? 

Mr. KELLEY. It isa thing to be barred out. It is a counterfeit, 
an ingredient used in making counterfeit rum and other things requir- 
ing the rum flavor. It is just one of those things which it would be 
Wise to prohibit. 

Mr. TOWNSHEND, of Illinois. 

Mr. KELLEY. Yes, sir. 

Mr. TOWNSHEND, of Illinois. I thought my friend from Pennsyl- 
vania said the gentleman frem Wisconsin usually got it in his ram- 


punches. 
| think the distinguished chairman of the Com- 


Adulterators ? 


Mr. WHEELER. 


| 


' 


| making medicines. 
It is under cent. And I say this Congress has no right to tax 








mittee on Ways and Means is mistaken in saying this is an article which 
an 
This and the article preceding it are taxed 193 oe 
anything used ly the 
laboring people of our country 193 per cent. : 

The pro forma amendment was withdrawn, 

Mr. SPRINGER. I move to strike out the item. 

There is a great diversity of opinion about this article, and 1 wo; 
like to know whether this is to be on the prohibitory list or not. Gey 
tlemen on the other side say this article is a fraad and this rate is jy, 
posed for the purpese of preventing importation. The evidence referred 
to by the gentleman from Alabama [Mr. WitreLER] is to the efeot 
that it is a useful article in the preparation of medicines. I want to 
have some light. If we are to discredit this article, I want to know 
that it is an article which ought to be discredited. [Cries of ** Vote!» 
“Vote!’?] As long as gentlemen make such a noise they will not hea; 
what I say, and they will never understand this bill until they listen 
to somebody who does understand it. Here are two members of the 
Committee on Ways and Means making statements as to a certain tay 
in this bill. Thechairman of the committee says the article is a fraud 
and that the tax is imposed upon it to keep itoutof the country. But 
the evidence before the commission is that it is a useful article used in 
the preparation of medicine. 

Now, whatam I todo? Ido not know what this is, and no one cap 
give me light upon it, and I am compelled to vote in the dark. If jt 
is a fraud, then it belongs in the bill, is in its right place, and should 
be kept in. I therefore withdraw my amendment. 

The Clerk read the following: 

Oil, croton, 50 cents a pound, 

Oil, flaxseed or linseed, 30 cents per gallon, seven and one-half pounds’ weicht 
to be estimated as a gallon, 

Oil, cotton-seed, 30 cents per gallon. 

Mr. WHEELER. I move to strike out the words ‘oil, cotton-seod, 
30 cents per gallon.’’ I do so because the revenue obtained from that 
article last year was only $1.50, and it cost at least $500 to collect that 
dollar and a half. In addition to that, cotton-seed oil is a substance 
employed in many articles which the laboring people of the country 
use. [Criesof‘* Vote!’’ ‘* Vote!’’] Oh, yes, youcancry ‘‘ Vote!’ but 
it is the laboring people of the country you will be asking votes of on¢ 
of these days. 

Mr. SPRINGER. That is so. 

Mr. SPARKS. I demand order. If this is to degenerate into a mob 
we ought to know it. We were not allowed any general debate, and 
now I suppose we are to be cut off the five-minute debate in this way. 

Mr. KELLEY. I will ask the gentleman from Alabama | Mr. 
WHEELER] to yield to me for amoment, when the committee comes to 
order. 

Mr. WHEELER. 

Mr. KELLEY. 


ud 






















I will with pleasure. 
By some accident the duty on cotton-oil was reduced 
or dropped. We heard from the cotton-growing country that a great 
wrong had been done. Now, if gentlemen on the other side of the 
House generally say that they desire to have cotton-oil made free I will 
yield to their wishes. 

Mr. TOWNSHEND, of Illinois. Croton-oil. 

Mr. KELLEY. No; cotton-seed oil. 

Mr. TOWNSHEND, of Illinois. It is the clause above that. 

Mr. KELLEY. No; cotton-seed oil is what the gentleman from Ala- 
bama [Mr. WHEELER] refers to. 

Mr. TOWNSHEND, of Illinois. We have not got to that yet; it is 
croton oil. 

Mr. KELLEY. 
was collected. 

Mr. CARLISLE. That is what we are talking about now. 

Mr. KELLEY. I want to retain the duty on that article; but if the 
representatives of the cotton-growing section and the cotton-oil-produc- 
ing section want it to be put on the free-list—— 

Mr. BLANCHARD. We do not ask that. 

Mr. KELLEY. Very well. 

The CHAIRMAN. The question is on the motion of the gentleman 
from Alabama [Mr. WHEELER], to strike out line 220. 

Mr. WHEELER. On the statement of the chairman of the Commit- 
tee on Ways and Means [Mr. KELLEY], I will withdraw that motion. 

The Clerk read as follows: 

Hemp seed and rape seed oil, a gallon. 


Soda and potassa, tartrate of, or rochelle salts, 5 cents per pound. 
@rychnia, or strychnine, and all salts thereof, 50 cents per ounce. 


It was on cotton-seed oil that the dollar and a hal! 


Mr. ROSECRANS. I move tostrike out lines 224 and 225 of the bill, 
relating to strychnine. This is one more attempt to obtain the sense 


of the Committee of the Whole on the propriety of striking out from 
the dutiable list those articles which yield but a very small revenue. 
By way of apology for selecting this article of strychnine for my mo- 
tion, I will say that we on the Pacific coast are consumers of that ar- 
ticleto a pretty largeextent. It is used in poisoninganimals, squirrels, 
moles and gophers. ‘ 
According to the report of the Treasury Department, which this 
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ounces, of the value of $21, paying a duty of $35.25; at the rate of 
from one $1 to $1.50 per ounce. It is proposed in this bill to reduce 
the duty to 50 cents an ounce. That is agreat reduction, and the reve- 
gue under that rate, estimating the importations to be the sameas last 
year, Will be $11 and a fraction a year. 
* Mr. SPRINGER. Mr. Chairman—— 

The CHAIRMAN. Does the gentleman rise to oppose the amend- 


t? 
Or, SPRINGER. I support the motion to strike out, and therefore 
| will move a pro forma amendment, to strikeout thelast word. I de- 
sire to call attention 

Mr. KELLEY. I desire to hear what the gentleman from Illinois 
[Mr. SPRINGER] has tosay. I have received so much instruction from 
him to-day that I desire to hear what he may now have to say, and that 
I can not do with the present confusion in the Hall. 

Mr. SPRINGER. That is what I would like myself. 

Mr. KELLEY. I want to learn what the President of the United 
States said in his message [laughter], and I hope I may be permitted 
to hear the gentleman. 

Mr. SPRINGER. Let us have order, and I will tell you what the 
President said. 

Mr. BAYNE. Do you represent the President? 

Mr. SPRINGER. I do in this. 

TheCHAIRMAN. The gentleman will suspend until the committee 
comes to order. [After a pause.] The gentleman will now proceed. 

Mr. SPRINGER. The gentleman from Pennsylvania, the chairman 
of the Committee on Ways and Means [Mr. KELLEY], asks whether 
the President recommends this amendment. I think he did, judging 
from his language, which I will now read, and which I again commend 
tothe majority of this House: 

Without entering into minute detail, which under present circumstances is 
quite unnecessary, I recommend an enlargement of the free-list so as to include 
within it the numerous articles which yield inconsiderable revenue. 

The President of the United States was himself for a time a collector 
of revenue; he was the collector of the great port of New York, and has 
had some experience in this matter. It is true that while he was col- 
lector the man who occupied the Presidential office and was himself the 
monumental fraud of the century accused the one who is now President 
of being a dishonest collector. But I never believed it; I am glad to say 
that I did not believe the witness. 





in regard to this matter. 
large amount for bookkeeping and other expenses in collecting the rev- 
enue on these articles which yield but an inconsiderable amount. As 
the gentleman from Alabama [Mr. WHEELER] remarked, on this article 
of cotton-seed oil we probably receive a revenue of about a dollar anda 
half, and it costs $500 to collect it. 

The object of keeping this article in the dutiable list in this bill is to 
enable the gentlemen on the other side, on the principle of general aver- 
age, to show that the amount of duties on so many items is reduced from 
what it is under the existing law, and therefore to claim that they have 
reduced the burdens of the people. 

But you will always observe, as I have, that where they bring in 
their reductions it is upon some utterly insignificant item, which ought 
to be on the free-list at any rate. But wherever the duty really affects 
the tax-burdened people of the country they have either increased it 
or left it at the old rate. In this item there is a decrease from 167 per 
cent. to 55 per cent.; but is there any relief to the people in that de- 
crease? Nota particle. Yet gentlemen are claiming that they are re- 
ducing taxation to the tax-burdened people 50 or 75 per cent. The 
fraud of the whole thing is apparent. [Here the hammer fell.] 1 
withdraw my pro forma amendment. 
was not agreed to. 

The Clerk read as follows: 

Acidulated phosphate of lime, ammoniated or otherwise, $3 per ton 

Mr. BEACH. I move to strike out this paragraph. 

Mr. KELLEY. In order to perfect the phraseology of the paragraph, 
I move to amend by inserting, after the word ‘‘lime,’’ the words “for 
fertilizing purposes.’’ 

The amendment was agreed to. 

Mr. BEACH. 
the Committee on Ways and Means [Mr. KELLEY] whether acidulated 
phosphate of lime is used for any other than fertilizing purposes ? 

Mr. KELLEY. Yes, sir. It is used, for instance, in Horsford’s 
Acid Phosphate—one of our most popular medicines—popular not only 
with the people but with the faculty. It is used again, in connection 
with cod-liver oil and such things, in making emulsions for pulmonary 
disorders. The object of my amendment was that the rate here named 
might not be construed to apply to these medicinal preparations. | 
hope I have answered the gentleman satisfactorily. 

Mr. ANDERSON. I move to amend by striking out the pending 
Paragraph. My object is to inquire of the chairman of the Ways and 
Means Committee whether this article is not now admitted free. 





House has ordered to be printed, salts of strychnia were imported into 
this country last year to the amount of twenty-three and one-half | 


The present President of the United States has had some experience | 


He knows that it costs the Government a | 


The question being taken on the amendment of Mr. Rosecrans, it | 


I rose for the purpose of inquiring of the chairman of 


’ 
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petrieeeeenieesinniinmminnenionae amas : 
Mr. KELLEY. If the gentleman will turn to line 2109 on page 86 
| of this bill, lines 1981 to 1988, and lines 2076 to 2111, he will find that 

crude phosphate and almost every form of crude fertilizers are on the 
free-list. But here isa highly medicated fertilizer which, by the ap 
plication of sulphuric acid, isnow manufactured in immense quantities 
| near the phosphate beds of South Carolina; is largely manufactured in 
| Maryland and other Southern States and to some extent in the North 
ern and Western States. But this manufacture involves tirst the pro 
| duction or purchase of sulphuric acid and sulphate of ammonia, and 
| then their preparation and combination with the phosphates which so 
largely abound in the South. 
Mr. ANDERSON. 
| purposes ? 
| Mr. KELLEY. Notatall. Isaid that when imported for medicinal 
| purposes we did not desire the article to come in under this provision 
Mr. ANDERSON. In your schedule it is rated for duty by the ton 
Mr. KELLEY. For fertilizing purposes; 1 CO} 
| dicinal preparations 
| Mr. BEACH. Why not strike it out entirely ’ 

Mr. KELLEY. Because in that way you would destroy the man 
ufacture of this form of fertilizers in the Carolinas, in Maryland, and 
in probably twenty States of the Union. , 

Mr. CARLISLE. Is it nota fact that these phosphates of South Car 
olina are now carried in their crude state across the ocean, manutuct 
ured there, brought back and sold to the farmers in this country 
than they can be made here at home? 

Mr. KELLEY. Because in England they have the sulphuric acid 
and the sulphate of ammoniaas by-products from manutietures which 
are profitable without them. That is a good reason why we sli 
protect our manufacturers. I ask gentlemen from South ¢ 
whether this manufacture is not carried on largely in that Stat 
the phosphate fields 

Mr. AIKEN rose 

Mr, RANDALL 

Mr. KELLEY. 

Mr. RANDALL. If my memory is correct, this duty of $3 a ton 
was justified, if there is a justification for it, on the ground that upon 
lead which is used in the vessels employed in the preparation of this 
acidulated phosphate of lime, there is a duty of 2 cents a pound 
thus by reason of the duty on lead the American manufaeture: 
disadvantage as compared with the English manutietures 

Mr. TOWNSHEND, of Ulinois 
his advantage come in? 

Mr. KELLEY. He gets a cheap fertilizer. 

Mr. HERBERT. When | introduced thisarticle the other day I said 
that a substance had been put on the taxable list which heretofore had 
been free. The gentleman trom Pennsylvania quibbled because this had 
never been put actually on the free-list, technically Phe substance ot 
my point was that this fertilizer which heretofore had not been taxed 
the committee now propose to tax 
stand. 

Mr. KELLEY. 


Is this article imported by the ton tor medicinal 


but when you come to me 





cheaper 


nld 
uiG 

lir 

robe 


neal 


Will my colleague yield to me a moment 
Yes, sir 


> and 


wht 


Che farmer who uses it, where d 


Phat faet is now admitted [under 





What is that which is admitted? The gentleman 
seems to be referring to me, but in the great confusion which prevails 
in the Hall I can not hear what he 

Mr. HERBERT. 


is Saying 
This does not come out of my time ? 
Tam willing to yield to the gentleman trom Pennsylvania 


| 
| 
| Mr. KELLEY 
| 
| 


If it does not 


The acidulated phosphate never appeared in the list 
before. 

Mr. HERBERT. This acidulated phosphate has been introduced tre 
of duty, according to the testimony in the Tariff Commission, to the ex 
tent at least of 100,000 tons, because the phosphate could be exported 
from South Carolina and manufactured and imported into the country 
more cheaply than it could be manufactured forhere to-day. The propo 

| sition is to put these fertilizers on the free-list, where they have not here 
tofore been; if not technically, substantially Che question is whethei 
you, for the benefit of these manufacturers in Boston, Charleston, Au 
| gusta, and elsewhere who have petitioned for it, 
| his fertilizer. 


hall tax the farmer on 


of the manutiuet 
bill is worth a 


Mr. CARLISLE. My information is that the stock 
uring establishments sought to be protected by thi 
| hundred per cent. above par. 

Mr. HERBERT. Whatever it is, whether above or below par, they 
entered into the manufacture of these fertilizers when there was no 


duty. Now, in orderto protect them against foreign competition they 
| ask this Congress to II pose a burdenon the farmer That is the bare, 
naked question 
[Here the hammer fell. } 
Mr. ANDERSON. I wish to suggesi a few reasons why | am in favor 


of striking out this item 
fertilizers. 

The first reasoi airman, is that every doctrine must have’ a 
limit. The doctrine of mercy, certainly as pure and genuine a one as 
we can think of, yet in its application reachesalimit. I think the doe 
trine of protection, adinitting all that is claimed for it, must somewhere 
reach a limit. Now, for one | propose to draw that limit, so far as this 
schedule hit here 


, and any otheritem affecting the production of 


ir. On 


is concerned, ricl 
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Gentlemen may differ in opinion as to the effect of the tariff. I am 
willing to try the experiment of letting the American farmer have any | 
benefit which may come from competition in the matter of fertilizers. | 

The second reason I wish to suggest is this: While we are all admira- 
ble men, while we have unlimited brains and sagacity, yet we do not 
constitute the whole of either the Republican or Democratic parties of 
the United States. I wish to suggest in my opinion the recommenda- 
tions made by the President of the United States in respect to these in- 
significant articles more fairly represents the true wish of the mass of 
the Republican voters in this country than anything we have had from 
this side of the House. Do not mistake this atmosphere in this Hall or 
this Capitol, redolent with your lobby—do not mistake that as the pure, 
free airof Americanthought. [Applause.] And it may bejustas well, 
when the Ways and Means Committee seem to have taken a fine-tooth 
comb and gone through the entire possibilities of these articles, raked 
up insignificant, miserable things to put in this bill—it may be just as 
well to stop and take a full breath and see whether we are not going too 
fast. [Applause.] Now, when you strike fertilizers, when you strike 
agriculture, I propose to stop. [Applause. ] 

Mr. HASKELL. Why did not my colleague think of all that when 
he proposed to reduce the tariff to a starvation point on castor-beans? 

Mr. ANDERSON. No, not on castor-beans, but on the manufacture 
of castor-oil. 

The CHAIRMAN rapped to order. 

Mr. KELLEY rose. 

Mr. HAMMOND, of Georgia. 
rise. P 

Mr. ANDERSON. I withdraw the pro forma amendment, but in- 
sist on my amendment to strike out. 

Mr. KELLEY. In the course of his remarks just now—— 

Mr. HAMMOND, of Georgia. I have moved the committee to rise. 

The CHAIRMAN. The gentleman from Pennsylvania has been rec- 
ognized. 

Mr. HAMMOND, of Georgia. I desire to know whether I did not 
make the motion to rise before the gentleman from Pennsylvania was 
recognized, 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair recognized the gentleman from Penn- 
sylvania, who offered a pro forma amendment, and the gentleman from 
Georgia can not take him off the floor by a motion to rise. 

Mr. HAMMOND, of Georgia. I ask whether you did that before I 
made my motion that the committee rise? 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair certainly did. The gentleman from 
Pennsylvania addressed the Chair before the gentleman from Georgia 
rose. 

Mr. BEACH. TI rise toa parliamentary inquiry. I desire to know 
what has become of my motion to strike out lines 228 and 229? 

Mr. KELLEY. I believe I have the floor, even against the parlia- 
mentary inquiry. 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair understood the gentleman from New 
York to withdraw the motion, and it has been renewed by the gentle- 
man from Kansas. 

Mr. KELLEY. I desire in connection with the heated remarks just 
made by the gentleman from Kansas to call attention to some of the 
paragraphs in the free-list in refutation of his assertion that we were 
taxing natural fertilizers. In line 1981 and other lines we have put on 
the free-list: 

Poa, erude, burned, calcined, ground, or steamed, but not otherwise man- 
ae ee ll and bone-ash for manufacture of phosphates and fertilizers. 

Carbon, animal, fit for fertilizing only. 

Guano and other animal manures; manures unmanufactured and substances 
expressly for manure. 

Mr. BEACH. Will the gentleman yield for an inquiry? 

Mr. KELLEY. Not just now. 

Mr. HERBERT. What line does the gentleman read from ? 

Mr. KELLEY. I was reading from lines 1981 to 1988, inclusive. 

I turn now to line 2076: 

Wood ashes, and lye of, and beet-root ashes— 

Still on the free-list. Line 2109: 

Phosphates, crude or native for fertilizing purpose. 
phate of lime, unground., 

There are other general provisions in the like direction, of crude ele- 
ments of manure and some advanced by manufacture on the free-list. 
But when you come to elements that are acidulated at great cost of 
labor and money, and ammoniated, the case is different. Then you 
are asked not only to give the farmer the benefit of all the crude phos- 
phates or elements of manure, but to strike down the American manu- 
facturers of sulphuric acid, its application to these manures, and the 
sulphate of ammonia and adulterations thereof. I say when you come 
to these articles the case is very different, and I hope the committee 
will permit the duty on the acidulated article to be maintained. 

Mr. AIKEN. Mr. Chairman, the question was asked a while ago of 
members of the House from South Carolina whether there were any large 
manufactories of phosphates to be used as fertilizers in the city of Charles- 
ton. 

Mr. KELLEY. Not in the city of Charleston, but near Charleston, 


I move that the committee do now 


Plaster of Paris or sul- 


Mr. AIKEN. Theyare within ten milesofthecity. There hay, b 
more than $5,000,000 invested in the preparation of these phi sph roan 
These companies manufacture their own sulphuric acid, and thes a 
not ask any reduction whatever upon the existing rates. Th, fag 
manufacture their sulphuric acid at less than 2 cents a pound. They 
sell their phosphates acidulated or ammoniated at an immense profie 
The result of it has been that they have accumulated vast fortunes in {}, 
business. To-day the stock of some of those companies can not be} ose 
at any price. I have known from my own personal knowledge $- Wt 
be offered for a share, when the par value was only $100, and it ws “eng 
fused. There is none of it in the market to be had at any price. 7), . 
are close corporations, and no man knows the extent of the divi, nds 
they declare. 

Mr. DUNN. Has not that industry grown up without protection» 

Mr. AIKEN. Yes, sir, entirely so. They do not need protection 
They are amply protected as they are, because it is a grand monopoly. 
It is the farmers who want protection from them. [ Applause. ] Mill- 
ions of money are spent by the farmers of the South every year fo; 
these phosphates. They sell the crude phosphates at $9a ton. When 
they are ground and treated with sulphuric acid they are sold at $16 4 
ton. If they are ammoniated they are sold at $30a ton. : 

I have to-day in my possession a price-list received from one of these 
companies proposing to sell me phosphates at $30 a ton for ammoniated 
which I do not believe cost them $20 a ton to manufacture. I have 4 
similar proposition for acidulated phosphates at $16 a ton, which cay 
not cost-them over $12 to manufacture. They need no protection 
They do not ask any. It is, as I have said, the farmers of the country 
who use these phosphates who are in need of the protection. I trust 
that the committee will have some relief to offer the agriculturist and 
not grant so much protection to the manufacturer. 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair understands the pro formaamendment 
to be withdrawn. 

Mr. HASKELL. I renew it. 

In reply to whathas been said by my colleague I desire to say simply 
this: That the Ways and Means Committee instead of raking over the 
entire bill to find articles to put on the dutiable list, have acted just 
the reverse of that, and have added over thirty largely on this schedule 
to the free-list, and have put this article of phosphates among other 
things on that list. It was the special care of that committee to hunt up 
all these crude materials which are largely used by the farmers as fertil- 
izers and to reduce the rates on them to the very lowest possible point 
We found ammoniated phosphates of lime dutiable now under the gen- 
eral clause at 20 per cent. We knew that there were large industries 
in the South which were developed under that rate of duty. We pre- 
sumed that there would be a multiplication of these industries along 
the streams where these beds of phosphates were found, and therefor 
reduced the price of the articles that enter into the manufacture of these 
fertilizers to the lowest figure so as to give to the people a valuable 
fertilizer at a low price. We tried to leave this industry in this conn- 
try just as we found it without any desire whatever to hamper or im 
pairitinany manner. On the contrary we have sought in every possible 
way to favor our agricultural interests in this connection as in all others. 

Now, the gentleman from South Carolina says that these companies 
do not desire any protection. I say to him that the Committee on Ways 
and Means have simply been trying to deal out fair and exact justice 
in the matter with a view to relieve every agricultural industry and 
everywhere to show it marked favor in caring for its products and re- 
ducing its expenses on fertilizers. Ido not think, therefore, that there 
can be any charge with any justice of a desire on the part of the com- 
mittee to militate against the agricultural interests, and I am entirely 
willing to see this go upon the free-list unless there is somebody on that 
side of the House who is interested in retaining it here. 

Mr. TOWNSHEND, of Illinois. We do not want any protection on 
this side. 

The question being taken on Mr. ANDERSON’S motion to strike out 
the paragraph as amended, it was agreed to. 

Mr. HAMMOND, of Georgia. Itis now half past 5 o'clock; we have 
been sitting here since 11 o'clock; and I move that the committee rise. 

Mr. KELLEY. I ask that that motion may be voted down and that 
we sit till 6 o’clock. 

The question being taken on the motion of Mr. HAMMOND, of Geor- 
gia, there were—ayes 47, noes 88. 


Mr. HAMMOND, of Georgia. No quorum. 


The CHAIRMAN. It is not necessary to have a quorum on this 
motion. 
Mr. SPARKS. I call for tellers. 


Mr. HAMMOND, of Georgia. I want to know if I am mistaken 
about the point of order. I understand when the Committee of the 
Whole finds itself without a quorum it is obliged to rise. 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair only determines the question that on 
a motion to rise a quorum is not necessary any more than on a motion 

to adjourn. The gentleman from Illinois calls for tellers. 
, Mr. HASKELL. Let us sit till 6 o’clock. 
On the question of ordering tellers there were ayes 26. 





on the Cooper and Ashley Rivers. 


So (the affirmative not being one-fifth of a quorum) tellers were not 
ordered. 
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The Clerk read lines 230, 231, anc 


one 


252, as follows: 

Alumina, alum, patent alum, alum substitute, sulphate of alumina, and alum- 
jnous cake and alum in crystals or ground, 60 cents per hundred pounds. 

Mr. HAMMOND, of Georgia. I move to strike out the line last read. 
Mr. HASKELL. Which line? 

Mr. HAMMOND, of Georgia. I move to strike out the line last read. 
| do not know what it was and I do not care what it was. 

The Clerk read the line proposed to be stricken out, as follows: 
Ground, 60 cents per hundred pounds. 

The question being taken on the motion to strike out, there were 
ayes 4, noes 77. ‘ 
Mr. HAMMOND, of Georgia. 
The CHAIRMAN. 
int that a quorum has not voted, the Chair will order tellers, and ap- 
points the gentleman from Georgia, Mr. HAMMOND, and the gentleman 
from Kansas, Mr. HASKELL, to act as tellers. 

The committee again divided; and the tellers reported there were— 
ayes 3, noes 84. 

“Mr. KELLEY. I think we had better have a call of the House. 
Mr. HAMMOND, of Georgia. We can not have that till the com- 
mittee rises. I make the point that a quorum has not voted. 

Mr. ROBINSON, of Massachusetts. A quorum not having voted, 
but one thing is in order and that is a call of the roll. 

The CHAIRMAN. Does the gentleman from Georgia still insist on 
the point of order that a quorum has not voted ? 

Mr. HAMMOND, of Georgia. I do. 

The CHAIRMAN. The Clerk will call the roll. 

The roll was called; and the following-named gentlemen failed to 
answer: 


No quorum. 


Atherton, Dunnell, Leedom, Scoville 

Atkins, Ermentrout, Le Fevre, Seranton, 
jarbour, Farwell, Chas. B. Lindsey, Sherwin 
Belmont, Ford, Lord, Shultz, 
Beltzhoover, Frost, Mackey, Simonton 
Black, Fulkerson, Martin, Smith, A. Herr 
Blackburn, Garrison, Mason, Smith, Dietrich ¢ 
Bland, Geddes, Matson, Spaulding, 
Bliss, George, McClure, Speer, 

Bragg, Gibson, McCoid, Stockslager, 
Browne, Godshalk, McLane, Robt. M. Talbott, 
Buckner, Guenther MeMillin, Taylor, Ezra B 
Burrows, Jos. HH. Gunter, Mills, Thompson, W. G 
Butterworth Hall, Money, Pyler, 
Caldwell, Hammond, John Moore, Updegraff 
Calkins, Harmer, Morse, Urner, 

Camp, Harris, Benj. W. Mosgrove, Van Voorhis 
Cassidy, Harris, Henry S$. Moulton, Wadsworth 
Caswell, Hatch, Murch, Wait, 

Colerick, Haseltine, Mutchler Washburn, 
Cornell, Heilman, Neal, Watson 
Covington, Herndon, Nolan Webber 


Cox, Samuel 8. Hewitt, Abram 8. Oates, Wellborn 


Cox, William R. Hiill, Pacheco, White, 

Crowley, Hoblitzel!, Paul, Whitthorne, 
Culberson, Hoge, Phelps, Williams, Chas, G, 
Curtin, Hubbell, Phister, Williams, Thomas 
Cutts, Hutchins, Pound, Wilson 


Jones, Geo. W. 
Jones, James K. 
Joyce, 


Reagan, 
Richardson, D. P 
Richardson, J. 8 


Wise, Morgan R 
Wood, Benjamin 
Wood, Walter A, 


ring, enna Robertson, Young. 
Deuster, Knott Robinson, Jas. 8. 
Dezendorf, Ladd, Robinson, Wm. EB. 

wd, Latham, t{yan, 


Mr.ANDERSON. I would like tostate that my colleague, Mr. RYAN, 
has been very sick and is not able to be present. 

Mr. KASSON. ‘That is not in order. 

The committee rose; and the Speaker having resumed the chair, Mr. 
BurROwS, of Michigan, reported that the Committee of the Whole 
House on the state of the Union, having had under consideration the 
bill (H. R. 7313) to impose duties upon foreign imports, and for other 
purposes, had found itself without a quorum, whereupon he had caused 
the roll to be called, and he now reported the names of the absentees to 
the House. 

Mr. KASSON. 
Mr. HOOKER. 
Mr. HAMMOND, of Georgia. I desire to inquire of the Chair 
whether the call of the roll has disclosed the presence of a quorum. 
The SPEAKER. The call of the roll shows that a quorum is pres- 
ent. The names of the absentees will be entered on the Journal, and a 
quorum having appeared on the call, the committee, in accordance with 
the rule, will resume its sitting without further order of the Hous 
The Committee of the Whole resumed its session. 

The CHAIRMAN. The question recurs on the motion of the gentle- 
man from Georgia [Mr. HAMMOND], to strike out line 
_Mr. HAMMOND, of Georgia. 
dividing by tellers on that motion. 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair again puts the question. 

The committee divided ; and there were—ayes 9%, noes 0. 

Mr. HAMMOND, of Georgia. No quorum. 

The CHAIRMAN. The point being made that a quorum has not 
voted, the gentleman from Kansas, Mr. HASKELL, and the gentleman 
Georgia, Mr. HamMonp, will take their places as tellers 


I move that there be a call of the House. 


yoo 
as 


The committee before it rose w: 


is 


| not yet voted. 
| requested to vote on one side or the other 


The gentleman from Georgia having made the | 


RECORD—HOUSE. [S29 


The committee again? divided 
were—ayes 4, noes 69. 

Mr. HOUSE. I would like to inquire of the gentleman from Penn 
sylvania, the chairman of the Committee on Ways and Means [Mr 
KELLEY ], how much longer he proposes to keep the House in session? 

The CHAIRMAN. The committee is now dividing. A quorum has 
The tellers will continue the count, and members are 


and the tellers. reported that there 


. as there is ev idk ntly a quo 
rum present in the Hall. 

The tellers resumed the count 
noes 76. 

Mr. HAMMOND, of Georgia 

The CHAIRMAN. 


and reported that there were—ayes 5, 


No quorum has voted 
The committee having found itself without a 








quorum, it becomes the duty of the Chair under the rule to direct the 
Clerk to call the roll of members. 
The Clerk called the roll, and the following members failed to an- 
swer to their names: 
Aiken, Dowd Ladd Ross 
Atherton, Dunnell, Lathan va 
Atkins, Ermentrout, Leedom Scoville 
Barbour, Farwell, Chas. B Lindsey Scranto 
Belford, Fisher, Lord, Sherwin 
Belmont, Ford, Mackey Shul 
Beltzhoover, Frost, Martin Simontor 
Black, Fulkerson, Mason, Smith, A. Hert 
Blackburn, Garrison, Matson, Smith, Dietrich C 
Blanchard, Geddes, McClure, Spauldin 
Bland, George, McCoid, Spee 
| Bliss, Gibson, McLane, Stockslag« 
Bowman, Godshalk McMillin Stone 
Bragg, Guenther, Mills, Palbott 
Browne, Gunter, Money, Faylor, Ezra 
juckner, Hammond, John Moore, Thompson, Wm. G 
Burrows, Jos. I Harmer, Morse, lyler 
Butterworth Harris, Benj. W Mosgrove Updegrafl 
Caldwell, Harris, Henry 8 Moulton, Urner 
Calkins Hatch, Muldrow, Van Aernam 
Camp, Hazelton, Murch, Van Voorhis 
Cassidy Heilman Mutechler Wadsworth 
Caswell Herndot Neal Wait, 
Clardy Hewitt, Abr Nolan, Vashburn 
Colerick, Hill, Oates, Watson 
Cornell, Hoblitz Pachecs Webbe 
Covington Lloge Paul, Wellborn 
} Cox, Samuel S lk Pay W hits 
| Cox, William R il Phel Whitthorne 
Crowley, li Phiste: Wi wns, Ch qj 
Culberson, Hutel Pound Williams, Thomas 
} Curtin Jadwin R ran Wilson 
Cutts, | 3, Creo. W Rice, There M W Gieo 
Darrall, J J } hi Wim. W Wise, Mo 
Davidson, love Richardson, D.1 W 1, Benjamir 
Davis, Lowndes H. |} Richardson, J.S Wood, Walter A 
| Deering, I Robertson Your 
| Deuster, IK Robinson, Jas. S 
Dezendorf, I \ Robinson, Wm. I 
The committee rose; and the Speaker having resumed the chair, Mz 
Burrows, of Michigan, reported that the Committee of the Whole 
House on the state of the Union, having had under consideration the 
bill (H. R. 7315) to impose duties on foreign imports, and for other pur 


poses, finding itself without a quorum r, he had directed the roll 


voun 


of members to be called, and under the rule now reported the names of 
| the absentees to the House 
The SPEAKER. The names of those members not responding when 


Pending that I move the House do now adjourn. | 


their names were called will b 
Mr. HAMMOND, o 
there appeared to he 
The SPEAKER 
their names. 
Mr. HAMMOND, ot 


entered on the Journal. 
{ Georgia I will ask if uponthe call of the roll 
a quorum ¢ 

On the call of the 


roll 157 members answered to 


Georgia. That is not a quorum 

Mr. KASSON. I move that there be a call of the House 

Mr. KELLEY. [| had hoped that we could have worked on to-day 
until 6 o’clock; that seemed to be the desire of amajority of the House, 


and I hope that to-morrow we will work until that hour. It is very 
evident that the other side will not allow any progress in legislation 

Mr. SPRINGER. That is not so 

Mr. SINGLETON, of Illinois. How is it on your side ? 

Mr. KELLEY. Theroll of members has been called twice I ther 
fore move that the House do now adjourt 

Mr. TUCKER. One word. 

Many MEMBERS Regular order! 

The SPEAKER The regular ordei the motion to adjourn 

The question. was taken by a viva vo ote; and the Speaker an 


nounced that the ayes appeared to have it 
Mr. SINGLETON, of Illinois 


I call for a division 

The House divided; and there were—ayes 91, noes 9 

So the motion was agreed to; and accordingly (at 6 o'clock and 20 
minutes p. m.) the House adjourned 

PETITIONS, ET¢ 

The following petitions and papers were laid on the Clerk's desk, under 
the rule, and referred as follows: 

By Mr. BAYNE: The petition of Thomas Cluss, superintendent medi 
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cal department of Western Pennsylvania, and others, recommending a | 
duty of 10 percent. on quinine—to the Committee on Ways and Means. 

By Mr. BINGILAM: The petition of the Philadelphia Maritime Ex- 
change, protesting against the proposed transfer of the signal meteoro- 
logical service—to the Committee on Commerce. 

sy Mr. BREWER: The petition of the East Trenton Pottery Com- | 
pany and others, manufacturers of Trenton, New Jersey, protesting 
against a reduction of the duty on clay products—to the Committee on 
Ways and Means. 

by Mr. CASWELL: The petition of John Bascom and 50 others, of 
Madison, Wisconsin, for the continuance of the immigrant inspection 
service—to the Select Committee on the Public Health. 

Also, the petition of 8. G. Roper and 70 others, citizens of Water- 
town, Wisconsin, for a reduction of the duty on sugar—to the Commit- 
tee on Ways and Means. 

By Mr. W. Rh. COX: The petition of dealers in tobacco at Hender- 
son, North Carolina, for reduction of the tax on tobacco and for a re- 
bate—to the same committee. 

By Mr. CULLEN: The petition of William Adam and 23 others, citi- 
zens of Joliet, Mlinois, asking that lumber be placed on the free-list— 
to the same committee. 

By Mr. CURTIN: The petition ef Elizabeth E. Davis, for a pension— 
to the Committee on Invalid Pensions. 

By Mr. DEERING: The petition of citizens of Alden, Lowa, asking 
that lumber and other products be placed on the free-list—to the Com- 
mittee on Ways and Means. 

Also, the petition of 45 citizens of Iowa Falls, and of 45 citizens of 
Plainfield, Lowa, for a reduction of the duty on sugar—to the same com- 
mittee 

By Mr. DINGLEY: The petition of soldiers of the Aroostook war, 
for a pension—to the Committee on Pensions. 

By Mr. DWIGHT: The petition of the Cigar-makers’ Union of Bing- 
hamton, New York, relative to the duty on cigars—to the Committee on 

Vays and Means. 

by Mr. ERRETT: The petition of the cigar-makers of Pittsburgh, 
Pennsylvania, for the repeal of the tax on cigars—to the same committee. 

By Mr. GROUT: The petitionof the Cigar Manufacturing Union of 
Brattlcborough, Vermont, relative to the tax on cigars—to the same 
committee, 

By Mr. JACOBS: The petition of Philander Bowditch and 65 oth- 
ers, of Oxtord, New York, for reduction of duty on sugar—to the same 
comniittee. 

By Mr. J. Hl. MCLEAN: The petition of George A. Conrad and oth- 
ers, for the construction of a pier connecting the Des Moines Rapids 
Canal, on the Mississippi River, with the pivot pier of the Keokuk and 
Hamilton bridge—to the Committee on Commerce. 

By Mr. MOREY: Paper relating to the claim of A. C. Morgan—to 
the Committee on Military Affairs. 

By Mr. MOSGROVE: The petition of W. H. Lord and 18 others, of 
Craigsville, Pennsylvania, for a reduction of the duty on sugar—to the 
Committee on Ways and Means. 

By Mr. PEELLE: Papers relating to the claim of Mrs. M. T. Brown 
for compensation for use and damage to Washington and Alexandria 
Turnpike Company—to the Committee on War Claims. 

By Mr. SPOONER: The petition of J. D. Richardson, of Newport, 
Rhode Island, and 25 others, manufacturers and dealers in tobacco, for 
rebate in case a reduction is made on the tax on tobacco, &e.—to the 
Committee on Ways and Means. 


The following petitions, praying that Congress will not adopt any 
lower rate of duties on foreign manufactured products than that ree- 
ommended by the Tariff Commission, were presented and referred to 
the Committee on Ways and Means: 

By Mr. BAYNE: Of J. H. Mason and 41 employés of the Leggett 
Spring and Axle Company, of Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania. 

By Mr. BELTZHOOVER: Of C. W. Ahl & Son and 60 employés of 
the Carlisle Lron Works, situated at Boiling Springs, Pennsylvania. 

By Mr. CAMPBELL: Of workingmen employed by J. King McLan- 
ahan, 2t Rodman and Ore Hill, Blair County, and of employés of the 
Blair [ron and Coal Company, of Hollidaysburgh, Pennsylvania. 

By Mr. HARMER: Of the Arkwright Club of New England, em- 
ploying 100,000 persons and $100,000,000 capital. 

By Mr. E. B. TAYLOR: Of David Langley and 82 
con [ron and Nail Company, of Niles, Ohio. 

By Mr. J. D. TAYLOR: Of Elijah Cartwright and 109 others, em- 
ployes of the iron works of Sharp & Daniels, of Steubenville, Ohio. 

‘The tolowing petitions, remonstrating against the proposed transfer 
of the revenue marine to the Navy Department, were presented and 
referred to the Committee on Commerce: 

by Mr. BELMONT: Of merchants, owners, masters, and pilots of ves- | 
selsofSay ville, Suffok County ; of merchants, masters, and pilots of West- 
hampton, Suffolk County; of merchants, owners, and pilots of Rockaway 


others, of the Fal- 
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ship-masters of New York city, and of merchants of Brook] 
York. 


and business men of Philadelphia, Pennsylvania. 
No. 27 to 40 inclusive, of New Jersey, and of 72 merchants, vessel-own 
ers, Ship-masters, and business men, of Camden, New Jersey. 
setts. 


and of keepers and surimen of life-saving station No. 9, Grand Huroy 





Beach, Queens County; and of merchants, owners, masters, and pilots of | 
Patchogue, Suffolk County, New York. 

Py Mr. BINGHAM: Ofresolutions of the Vessel Owners’ and Captains’ | 
Association of Philadelphia, Pennsylvania. 
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By Mr. CANDLER: Of the Boston Marine Society, 
ty Mr. 8S. 8, COX: Of Sutton & Co. and 57 others, ship-owner. und 
yn and New 


By Mr. HARMER: Of 69 shipping firms, vessel-owners, Ship-master 


By Mr. ROBESON: Of keepers and surfnen of life-saving statigns 


By Mr. STONE: Of keepers and crews of life-saving stations \.. 
1 and 2 of second district, and of citizens of Newburyport, Massy = 
By Mr. WEBBER: Of merchants, owners, and masters of ye 


se). 
Se) 


Michigan. 


SENATE, 
WEDNESDAY, January 31, 1833. 


The Senate met at 11 o'clock a.m. 
J. BuLLocK, D. D. 
The Journal of yesterday's proceedings was read and approved 


Prayer by the Chaplain, hey 


EXECUTIVE COMMUNICATIONS. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore laid before the Senate a letter trom the 
Secretary of the Navy, transmitting, in compliance with a resolution of 
the 24th instant, a report of the test of the Gatling machine-guns mad 
at the Washington navy-yard; which, on motion of Mr. HAwLey, was 
referred to the Committee on Appropriations, and ordered to be printed 


PETITIONS AND MEMORIALS. 
The PRESIDENT pro tempore presented a resolution of the Leg 
lature of South Carolina, in favor of maintaining the quarantine station 
at Sapelo, onthe coast of Georgia; which was referred to the Sel 
mittee to Investigate and Report the Best Means of Preventing ¢ 
Introduction and Spread of Epidemic Diseases. 
Ife also presented a memorial of the board of health and other pub 
lic bodies of Georgia, Florida, and South Carolina, in favor of a na 
tional refuge quarantine station at Sapelo Sound, on Blackbeard ’s Island 
and of the National Board of Health being maintained; which was re 
ferred to the Select Committee to Investigate and Report the Best Means 
of Preventing the Introduction and Spread of Epidemic Diseases. 
Mr, PENDLETON presented a joint resolution of the Legislature of 
Ohio, favoring the passage of House bill No. 1410, to increase the pen 
sions of soldiers having lost in the line of duty one arm, one hand, one 
leg, or one foot; which was ordered to lie on the table. 
Mr. SHERMAN presented five petitions of citizens of Ohio, numer 
ously signed, praying the passage of a tariff bill founded on the Tariff 
Commission report; which were ordered to lie on the table. 
Mr. DAWES presented three petitions, numerously signed by dealers 
and consumers of sugar in Massachusetts, asking for a reduction of the 
rate of duty upon that article; which were ordered to lie on the table 
Mr. MILLER, of California, presented a concurrent resolution of the 
Legislature of California, in favor of an appropriation for the improve- 
ment of Napa River in California; which was referred to the Commit 
tee on Commerce. 
Mr. ALDRICH presented twenty-four petitions of citizens of Rhode 
Island, Wisconsin, Minnesota, Nebraska, Delaware, Missouri, West Vir 
ginia, New Jersey, Pennsylvania, Connecticut, and Ohio, praying tor a 
material reduction in the rates of duty on sugar; which were ordered 
to lie on the table. 
Mr. McDILL presented two petitions of citizens of Lowa, praying to: 
a reductionof the duty on sugar; which were ordered to lie on the table 
Mr. BUTLER presented resolutions of the State board of health o! 
South Carolina, in favor of the establishment of a quarantine station at 
Sapelo Sound; which were referred to the Select Committee to Investi- 
gate and Report the Best Means of Preventing the Introduction and 
Spread of Epidemic Diseases. 
Mr. MCPHERSON presented a petition of the employcs of James It 
Thompson & Co., Jersey City Steel Works, at Jersey City, New Jersey, 
a petition of employés of the Passaic Rolling-Mill Company, at Pater 
son, New Jersey, and a petition of the employésof the Adirondack Stee! 
Works, Andrew Williams proprietor, at Jersey City, New Jersey, pmy 
ing that no lower rates of duties be imposed on any foreign manuiac* 
ured products than are recommended by the Tariff Commission; whicl 
were ordered to lie on the table. 
REPORTS OF COMMITTEES. 
Mr. MILLER, of California, from the Commitiee on Foreign Rel 
tions, to whom was recommitted the bill (S. 550) to incorporate tho 
Maritime Canal Company of Nicaragua, reported it with amendments, 
and submitted a report thereon, which was ordered to be printed. 
Mr. MORRILL, from the Committee on Finance, to whom was re- 
ferred the bill (H. R. 4997) to authorize a United States commissionct 
to take acknowledgments of the transfer of the bonds of the United 


ect Com 


he 
aT 















1883. 
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States, submitted an adverse report thereon, which was ordered to be 
printed ; and the bill was postponed indefinitely. 
Mr. EDMUNDS. I am instructed by the Committee on Foreign Re- 
lations to whom was referred the bill (S. 742) to repeal an act entitled 
“ An act to carry into effect a convention between the United States of 
america and His Majesty the King of the Hawaiian Islands, signed on 
the 30th day of January, 1875,’’ approved on the 15th day of August, 
1876, to report the same back, and ask to be discharged from its con- 
sideration, and that it be referred to the Committee on Finance that the 
Senate has decided is best enabled to consider our foreign relations with 
that particular part of the world, if not with all the rest. 

The Committee on Foreign Relations was discharged from the fur- 


Finance. 


was referred the joint resolution (S. R. 20) as to giving notice to ter- 
minate the convention of June 3, 1875, with His Majesty the King of 
the Hawaiian Islands, asked to be discharged from its further consid 


was agreed to. 

Mr. PENDLETON, from the Committee on Foreign Relations, 1 
ported an amendment intended to be proposed to the general deficiency 
appropriation bill; which was referred to the Committee on Appropri 
ations, and ordered to be printed. 

BILL INTRODUCED 

Mr. HAWLEY asked and, by unanimous consent, obtained leave to 
introduce a bill (8. 2440) for the retirement of Brevet Major-General 
Rufus Ingalls, Quartermaster-General, United States Army, with the 
rank of major-general; which was read twice by its title, and referred 
to the Committee on Military Affairs. 

AMENDMENTS TO APPROPRIATION BILLS 

Mr. BUTLER and Mr. HARRIS submitted amendments intended to 
be proposed by them respectively to the bill (H. R. 7077) making ap 
propriations for the support of the Army for the fiscal year ending June 
30, 1884, and for other purposes; which were referred to the Committee 
on Appropriations, and ordered to be printed. 

Mr. GROOME and Mr. HAWLEY submitted amendments intended 


appropriations for the naval service for the fiscal year ending June 30, 
1884, and for other purposes; which were reserred to the Committee on 
Appropriations, and ordered to be printed. 


MESSAGE FROM THE HOUSE 


of the Senate to the joint resolution (I. Res. 323) making appropri- 
ations for continuing the work of the Tenth Census. 
POST-OFFICE APPROPRIATION BILL. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore laid before the Senate the action of the 
House of Representatives on the amendments of the Senate to the bill 
(H. R. 7049) making appropriations for the service of the Post-Office 
Department for the fiscal year ending June 30, 1884, and for other pur- 


On motion of Mr. PLUMB, it was 


ing votes of the two Houses thereon. 

By unanimous consent, it was 

Ordered, That the conferees on the part of the Senate be appointed by the Pree- 
ident pro tempore. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore appointed Mr. PLUMB, Mr. ALLISON, 
and Mr. BEcK. 

INDUSTRIAL AND COTTON CENTENNIAL EXPOSITION. 

Mr. GARLAND. I wish to ask the Senate to take up at this time 
Senate bill 2412, which is unanimously reported from the Committee 
on Agriculture. It will not take exceeding fifteen minutes, and I hope 
the Senator from Vermont will consent to its consideration. The neces- 
sity for action now is in order to get the bill through the two Houses, 
that preparation may be made for the holding of the exposition in 
1884. If it is deferred until next December, as a matter of course 
there will be no time to make the necessary preparations. 

Mr. MORRILL. I seeno objection tothe bill, and if discussion does 
not arise I shall not object to its consideration. 

Mr. GARLAND. Ido not think there will be discussion. 
unanimous report from the Committee on Agriculture. 
teen minutes I shall not urge it further to-day. 

Mr. BLAIR. I reserve the right to object, if I have that ri 
case it leads to discussion. 

_ Mr. GARLAND. It came from a committee of which the 
isamember. If it leads to much discussion I shall withdraw it 
Mr. BLAIR. 
who has charge of the tariff bill to allow me to get a vote of thanks 


Itisa 
If it takes fit- 


senator 


Mr. HOAR. 


Let the title of the bill be reported for information 
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ther consideration of the bill, and it was referred to the Committee on | 


| assuming some responsibility as to the expens« 


Mr. EDMUNDS, from the Committee on Foreign Relations, to whom | cent case of that 


eration, and that it be referred to the Committee on Finance; which | 


to be proposed by them respectively to the bill (H. R. 7314) making | 


A message from the House of Representatives, by Mr. MCPHERSON, | 
its Clerk, announced that the House had concurred in the amendments | 


Resolved, That the Senate insist on its amendments to the said bill disagreed | 
to by the House of Representatives, and ask a conference with the House on the 


I have been waiting three days to get the gentleman | 





IS3I 


The ACTING SECKFTARY A bill (S. 2412) to encoumge the holding 
of a world’s industrial and cotton centennial exposition in the year 1884. 
Mr. GARLAND. — [willstate to the Senator from Massachusetts— 

Mr. HOAR. Ido not make objection. I merely wanted to know 
what the bill was 

Mr. BLAIR. I reserve 

The PRESIDENT pro ¢ 

The bill was read: and the Senat 
ceeded to its consideration 

Mr. MORRILI. to call the attention of the Senator from 
Arkansas to one part of the bill which provides that there shall be an 
invitation given to foreign nations by the President of the United States. 
The question arises whether we can invitation without 
lL know that in are 
kind where the President of the United States was 
so authorized it was afterward held that we ought to pay the expenses. 
[refer to the celebration at Yorktown, where representatives of two 
foreign nations were invited here I do not see why it would 
just as well for the president of this world’s to give 
invitations as it would be to have the President of the | 
issue them, which might involve the contingency that C 
feel bound to make some appropriation for the ex 

Mr. GARLAND. Lam pertectly willing to accept the suggestion 
rhe clause as it is was put in for the reason that it would give it more 


the right to object 
Phe bill will be read for information 
¢, asin Committee of the Whole, pre 


pore 
4 


[ desi 


give such an 


not be 
these 
States 


would 


‘position 
nited 
oneress 


PCTIse 


of an international character to let the invitations come from the Presi 
dent of the United States. If the Senator from Vermont prefers hi 
suggestion I shall not object 

Mr. MORRILI I preter it, because Ido not wish to involve the 
idea that under ar y contingency the United Stats is to be calle Lupon 
to defray any bills for this exposition 

Mr. GARLAND Phe Senator will bear in mind that there is a pro 
| vision that there shall be no expense on the part of the United States 

Mr. MORRILI | Is merely apy licable to the salaries ot the pe 
sons appointed to attend to the matter 

Mr. GARLAND | williz Flo aecept aun amendment such as the 
| Senator suggests 

Mr. MORRILI Let the Senator draw it himself 

Mr. GARLAND There are one or two ve ila ult ts that I 
wish to make 

The PRESIDEN r } ip The bill is befor the Senat l nm 
Committee of the Whol 

Mr. GARLAND rhe second section read 

That the President of the United States shall, upon the reconumendation of 
} the executive committee, A« 

better to strike out ‘shall’? and insert ‘‘ may.”’ 


On reflection I think it 
I find on examining th 
‘“may.”? I move that am 
The amendment was agreed to 
Mr. GARLAND. In line 6G of s 
I move to insert ‘* may;’’ so as 


precedents heretofore that the langvuage is 


endment 


after the word ‘ 


CLO 


to read 


located, ”’ 


And upon the recommendation of the ma seri lye 
prise in the city where it may be located 
missioners, who, together, shall cor 


world’s industrial and cotton c« 


ority of su t rs to the enter 
may appoint seven United States com 
stitute a board of management of 


tion 


saicl 
ntennial expos 


The amendment 
Mr. GARLAND. 
and insert ‘‘ may;”’ 


was agreed to 
In section 3, line 1, I move tostrike out ‘*shall’’ 
so as to read 
That the President of the United States may, on the recommendation of the 
| governors of the various States and Territories of the Union, appoint one com 
| missioner and one alternate commissioner for each State and Territory 
The amendment was agreed to 
Mr. GARLAND. In section &, line 
move to insert ‘‘and a copy of this act.”’ 
The act had better accompany the invitation 
The amendment was agreed to 
Mr. GARLAND. Now, as it is necessary that the preamble should 
go with this bill, one or two corrections should be made in that I 
would strike out, in line 2 of the preamble, from the word ** of,’* inela 
sive, down to the word ‘‘anniversary,’’ because there is some little con 
troversy as to the matter of fact there stated of 1744 being the first 
year of perfect peace. 1 move to strike out, commencing with the word 
‘of’? in the second line, to the word ‘ ’ in the fourth line, 
as follows: 


% after the word ‘‘same,”’ I 


anniversary 


Of the first year of perfect peace of the United States after the treaty of peace 
of the war of independence, and also for celebrating the one hundredth anniver 
sary 

The amendment was agreed to 

Mr. GARLAND. Then on line 3, page 2, of the preamble I move 
to strike out the word ‘‘ that’’ and insert ho.’ 

The amendment was agreed to 


Mr. GARLAND. Now I eall 
Vermont to the suggestion he mac 
of managers shall communicate?’’ 

Mr. MORRILL. the pre 

| of managers shall communicate.’’ 

Mr. GARLAND. Very well: but I would suggest that it 


the attention of the Senator trom 


Would he insert that ‘‘ the board 
Say ss 


ident of the exhibition and the board 


would 
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have to be through the office of the Secretary of State at last in order 
to give it the necessary impress of a national character. 

Mr. MORRILL. 
Government of the United States assumes any responsibility for this, and 
therefore [ think neither the President of the United States nor the 
Secretary of State ought to be the officer to communicate these invita- 
tions. 

Mr. GARLAND. In theseveral precedents that has been the course 
pursued, to make the President give the invitations. I have collected 
all the precedents; but Iam perfectly willing to accept the language of 
the Senator from Vermont and I will incorporate it in an amendment 
presently. 

Mr. INGALLS. 1 was so unfortunate as not to be in the Chamber 
when this bill was real. May I ask from what committee it came ? 

Mr. GARLAND. It came from the Committee on Agriculture, a 
unanimous report. 

Mr. INGALLS. Was it reported this morning? 

Mr. GARLAND. No, sir; it was reported on the 25th of January. 
This is the third day I have made an effort to getit up. The necessity 
for action now, I will state to the Senator from Kansas, is that if wedo 
not get the act through at this session of Congress it will be almost un- 
necessary to attempt it at the next session, because great preparations 
have to be made for the exposition in 1884. 

Mr. INGALLS. ‘The design is to secure an exposition for the exhibi- 
tion of cotton products? 

Mr. GARLAND. Cotton products; but at the same time it is de- 
signed also to include the arts, manufactures, and products of the mine 
and soil. 

Mr. INGALLS. Where is it to be held? 

Mr. GARLAND. That is to be determined by the board of man- 
agers of the cotton association. 

Mr. INGALLS. What agency has the United States in the matter 
under the bill? 

Mr. GARLAND. Nothing only to appoint commissioners to act in 
conjunction with the board of managers of the Cotton-Planters’ Asso- 
ciation, It is no expense to the Government at all. No appropriation 
is to be made. 

Mr. INGALLS. I understood from an intimation made by the Sen- 
ator trom Vermont that under the precedents it was possible that the 
United States might incur some pecuniary liability in connection with 
this exposition. 

Mr. GARLAND 


If the Senator from Kansas will look at section 7 
he will aco 


That no compensation for services shall be paid to the commissioners or other 
officers provided by this act from the Treasury of the United States; and the 
United States shall not be liable for any of the expenses attending such exhibi- 
tion, or by reason of the same. 


. . . . es . . 

I think that is broad enough to exclude all liability of the Govern- 
ment. Iam willing to accept the language suggested by the Senator 
from Vermont that the communication to the foreign powers shall be 
by the president and board of managers of the Cotton-Planters’ Asso- 
ciation. 

Mr. INGALLS. Does the Senator from Arkansas think that the 
preamble is essential to this bill ? 

Mr.GARLAND. I think itis. In all the cases I have before mea 
preamble has been inserted, and I have the acts running back for years. 
The preamble simply gives the reason why this exposition is to be held. 

I have put the suggestion of the Senator from Vermont in the form 
of an amendment. In line 7 of section &, after the word ‘‘and,’’ I 
move to strike out “‘he’’ and insert ‘‘the president and board of man- 
agers of the Cotton-Planters’ Association;’’ so as to read: 

And the president and board of managers of the Cotton-Planters’ Association 
shall communicate to the diplomatic representatives of all nations copies of the 
same, together with such regulations as may be adopted by said board of man- 
agement, for publication in their respective countries. 

The amendment was agreed to. 

Mr. INGALLS. I should like to hear the preamble read. 

The Acting Secretary read as follows: 

Whereas it is desirable to encourage for celebration the one hundredth anni- 
versary of the production, manufacture, arttd commerce of cotton by holding in 
the year 1884, in some city of the Union to be selected by the executive commit- 
tee of the National Cotton-Planters’ Association of America, an institution for 
the public welfare, incorporated under the laws of Mississippi, a world’s indus- 
trial and cotton centennial exposition, to be held under the joint auspices of the 
United States, the said National Cotton-Planters’ Association of America, and 
of the city in which it may be located, and in which cotton in all its conditions 
of culture and manufacture will be the chief exhibit, but which is designed also 
to include all arts, manufactures, and products of the soil and mine; and 

Whereas sueh an exhibition should be national and international in its char- 
acter, in which the premio of this country and other parts of the world who are 


interested in the subject should participate, it should have the sanction of the 
Congress of the United States: Therefore. 


Mr. BLAIR. I see that this bill was introduced on the 23d of Janu- 
ary, and referred to the Committee on Agriculture, and the Senator 
from Arkansas says that it comes back from that committee with a 
unanimous report. I am amember of that committee. It has had 
only one meeting during the session of which I have received any no- 
tice, which is the one to which the Senator refers, and for my own part 


I only desire to avoid any implication that the | 








I was not able to attend. I have never had any knowledge whai, 
of the bill. I do not wish to oppose the bill. I wish to say, how. 
that it has never received my personal examination, and i do jot 9, 
sire to be held responsible for it in any sense as a member of {he bes : 
mittee. It seems to have been introduced, referred, and reported ith 
out any possibility of consideration by any member of the committer 
except on the day the meeting was held, just about the time the ))j)) 
was introduced. 

Mr. INGALILS. I observe a very singular limitation of the power 
of the President in section 2— 


ver 
T 


That the President of the United States shall, upon the recommendation ,; 


the executive committee of the National Cotton Planters’ Association of Ameri 4 
appoint six United States commissioners. ™ 
Mr. GARLAND. The word ‘‘shall’’ has been struck out and the 
word ‘* may ’’ has been inserted, and it is carried through in several] sy, 
ceeding sections. In line 6 of the same section, after the word ‘Jo. 


cated,’’ the word ‘‘may’’ is inserted; and in line 1 of section 3 ‘‘sh,))' 
is stricken out and ‘‘may’’ inserted. 

Mr. INGALLS. And in line 1 of section 4? 

Mr. GARLAND. That, if the Senator will notice, corresponds with 
the others. If they are appointed at all, they shall be appointed jy 
order to make the corporation complete within the year. That of couns 
is qualified by the preceding sections. 

Mr. BLAIR. Ido not know but that attention may have been called 
to section 8. Does the Senator think that section is important? |; 
seems to constitute the President and the Government a pretty impor- 
tant agency in the opening and launching of this exposition, and to re- 
quire official diplomatic communication to the representatives of al! 
nations in such a way that by the world atlarge certainly the American 
Government will be made responsible for whatever this exposition may 
happen to be. I can not help thinking that this is a more important 
bill than the Senate may perhaps imagine. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The amendment suggested by th 
Senator from Vermont [Mr. MORRILL] covers the point of that claus: 

Mr. BLAIR. I thought his amendment applied to section 9. | ca}! 
attention to section 8: 


That whenever the President shall be informed by the said board of manag: 


ment that provision has been made for suitable buildings, or the erection of th: 
same, for the purposes of said exposition, the President shall, through the Li 
partment of State, make proclamation of the same, setting forth the time at 


which the exhibition will open, and the place at which it will be held, and he 
shall communicate to the diplomatic representatives of all nations copies of the 
same, together with such regulations as may be adopted by said board of : 


ils 
agement, for publication in their respective countries. 


Whatever else there may be of alike character scattered through th 
bill, Lean not say; but I wish again to say that the bill was introduced 
on the 23d of January, a meeting of the committee was called instantly, 
and the bill reported. For my own part, asa memberof the committe 
I disclaim all knowledge of or responsibility for it. 

The bill was reported to the Senate as amended, and the amendments 
were concurred in. 

The bill was ordered to be engrossed for a third reading, read a third 
time, and passed. 

The preamble was agreed to. 


THANKS TO JOHN F. SLATER. 


Mr. BLAIR. I now ask unanimous consent to take up the resolu- 
tions of thanks to Mr. Slater, to which I have called the attention of the 
Senate several times, saying that if it leads to debate I shall withdraw 
it. I ask of the Senator from Vermont that he will allow this to be 
done without objection. 

Mr. MORRILL. If there will absolutely be no debate I shall not 
object, but still I am very anxious to go on with the revenue bill. 

There being no objection, the Senate, as in Committee of the Whole, 
proceeded to consider the joint resolution (S. R. 109) presenting the 
thanks of Congress to John F. Slater. 

The first section proposes to present the thanks of Congress to Joln 
F. Slater, of Connecticut, for his great beneficence in giving the large 
sum of $1,000,000 for the purpose of ‘‘ uplifting the lately emancipated 
population of the Southern States and their posterity, by conferring on 
them the blessings of Christian education.”’ 

The second section makes it the duty of the President to cause a gold 
medal to be struck, with suitable devices and inscriptions, which, to- 
gether with a copy of the resolution, shall be presented to Mr. Slater in 
the name of the people of the United States. 

The Committee on Education and Labor reported the joint resolution 
with an amendment to strike out section 2. 

Mr. BLAIR. This resolution was introduced by the honorable Sen- 
ator from Georgia [Mr. BRowNn], who is not now in his seat, at the last 
session. It was considered by the committee, and it was thought )u- 
dicious by the committee that the second section, which provides tor 
the coining of a medal, should be stricken out, and it was designed that 
it should be reported with that amendment. By some accident it failed 
to be so reported. I find, however, upon an examination of the prece- 
dent in the case of Mr. Peabody, that he received a vote of thanks 0! 
Congress for his benefaction made for a similar purpose, and a gold medal! 
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was also struck off. LIreceived this note from the Librarian of Congress 
in response to an inquiry which I made of him. 
The acknowledgment of Congress for his $2,000,000 gift for the cause of edu- 


veo, 


cation in the South was in the shape of a costly and elegant gold medal in- 


sribed : int . . 
“<The people of the United States to George Peabody, in acknowledgment of 
his beneticent promotion of universal education.”’ 


Also, a resolution of thanks, March 16, 1867 (15 Statutes at Large, 20). 

If there be no objection from any one I would ask that the resolu- 
tion be considered without the amendment. I think had the committee 
understood that the precedents in like cases involved the striking of 
medals, as is also proposed in the bill just passed with reference to the 
exposition which is to be held, they would have reported in favor of this 
section as well as the rest of the resolution. 

The benefaction is by a wealthy gentleman of Connecticut. He gives 
$1,000,000 for the promotion of common schools, the industrial and 
Christian education of the colored people of the South. The honorable 
Senator from Georgia who is not now in his seat, in response to a very 
general feeling among his colored constituents, introduced this resolu- 
tion. \ 
man of the committee. 

I ought to state further that, by the provisions of the donation, Ex- 
President Hayes, the Chief-Justice of the United States, and not less than 
nine, and there may be twelve, trustees, all of whom have been designated 
and are men of the highest character, are to administer upon this fund 
for the present, and their successors for all future time. The interest 
annually is to be appropriated for the purposes specified. 

Mr. MCPHERSON. May [ inquire of the Senator from New Hamp- 
shire if there are any precedents for this other than the one he has 
mentioned? I think he mentioned the Peabody case. 

Mr. BLAIR. There have been other precedents, and I asked Mr. 
Smith to look them up. He said there were quite a large number in- 
volving substantially the same principle, but I have not received them; 
and I suppose it is hardly worth while in a subject-matter of this kind 
as longas here is a recent precedent in the case of Mr. Peabody, to waste 
much time either in hunting precedents or in provoking discussion. 

Mr. MCPHERSON. Let me inquire where this is to end? 
man possessing one-tenth part of the wealth that this gentleman I sup- 
pose possesses—for he is able it seems to part with amillion dollars fo 
educational purposes—giving $10,000 would be just as much entitled to 


the thanks of Congress, because his contribution is just as great in pro- | 


portion to his means. Eventhe woman who gives her mite, who gives 
her dollar or fraction of a dollar, is just as much entitled to the thanks 
of Congress asa gentleman who is abundantly able to contribute $10,000 
to any purpose whatever. 

I recognize the benetaction; I recognize that this gentleman is enti- 
tled toa great deal of credit; I make no doubt that the poor colored 
people of the South will be very thankful, and no doubt they have taken 
measures to express their thanks to this honorable and sympathetic 
gentleman for what he has done; but at the same time I must protest 
against the extension of this practice. It has been the practice of Con 
gress to express by a vote of thanks the {feeling of the nation for our 
great military and naval heroes on account of some extraordinary service 
performed in war in defense of the Government. ‘This, however, is a 
most extraordinary proceeding. I recognize the precedence of Mr. Pea- 
body, because it is well known that Mr. Peabody as a benefactor tothe 
educational interests of the world stands alone. 

Mr. BLAIR. I will simply say that since I have been in Congress 
myself the thanks of the Government have been extended to a corre- 
spondent of the New York Herald for his discoveries in Central Africa, 
very honorable to himself and to the country and to human kind. 
the thanks of Congress have been extended in the way I have already 
shown to Mr. Peabody, a man very much wealthier than Mr. Slater, 
and who gave two millions where Mr. Slater has given one. 

The Senator seems to be troubled lest this thing will never end. | 
do not apprehend that there will be much difliculty of our being em- 
barrassed in returning the thanks of Congress to those who contribute 
a million dollars for the public good, especially who contribute for so 


Tt 


{ 


So 


important a specific purpose as the education of our colored population. | 


The resolution came as a spontaneous tribute from a Southern member 
in response to the very general desire of his constituents. 
of it for the reason I havestated. I donot feel like making an argument 
on a subject like this, and if the Senate see fit to reject the resolution, | 
am acquit. 

Mr. MCPHERSON. In reply to the honorable Senator let me say 
one word more with respect to the case he has mentioned. He refers, 
I suppose, to Mr. Stanley. I think there is no man in this country en- 
titled to more consideration or the gratitude of the people more than 
Mr. Stanley for his discoveries in Africa. 
hero I have mentioned, he took his life in his hand and went into that 


wild and barren wilderness for the purpose of making discoveries; and | being limited to the use of the white people, 
those discoveries have been of vital benefit to the people not only of | protection of white men 
I recognize the New York Herald itself | excluded or not 

as entitled to a great deal of consideration for the progressive spirit it | 


this country but of the world. 


manifested in sending out Stanley and furnishing the means by which | 
For a great discoverer, a great inventor, 
4 great military or naval hero who has accomplished so much for his 


these discoveries were made. 
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He is not with us, but he left the matter in the care of the chair- | 


A gentle- | 


lam in charge | 


Like the military or naval | 
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country and the world I have no objection to a vote of thanks. I cer- 
tainly have not any objection to have the opportunity personally of 
thanking this distinguished benefactor for what he has done for the 
poor colored people; but I do object to dragging every case of this char 
acter before the Congress of the United States and making it a cause ot 
special thanks and specia 
| Mr. BLAIR. I wish merely to add that the 
} correspondent of the New York Herald was the result of a resolution 
which I introduced into Hlouse myself. I was laughed at 
| When I introduced it, but gradually it grew upon the common sense otf 
| the House of Representatives and it was reported by the Committee on 
| Foreign Affairs and was passed unanimously; and I think went through 
| here without any opposition w!] ver In the Senate 1 had the honor 
| of originating that idea and of being laughed at when I originated it 
The Senator rises and pas 


l record 


re t vote of thanks to the 


+1 haw 
the other 


; } ‘ 
4 Ve Phd 


$s very Just encomiums upon Mr. Stanley and 


| 
| upon the beneticence, the enterprise, and the honor which the New York 
| Herald has done to America and to mankind by its action in that re 
} gard. 

Mr. MORRILL. It this is to le to further debate I shall insist 
| upon taking up the revenue Dill. 

Mr. BLAIR. I have the floor, Mr. President, I think 
| The PRESIDENT pro ten poi rhe Senator from New I impshire 


| has the floor. The Senator trom Vermont can object when the {! 








| has oor is 
| yielded. 
Mr. BLAIR. Now, having the floor and having lall I wish to 
| say, I ask for a vote on the resolution 
| Mr. PLUMB. That is very clever on the part of the Senator from 
| New Hampshire 
Mr. BARROW I trust that the Senator from New Jersey will with 
draw his opposition to this r olution of my colleague upon on ] 
| consideration. This bene mot Mr. Slater is confined exclusively 
| to the colored peopl of the South, a class, as every one knows, d 
| ing of the sympathy ol Ll who are k able to pros ide tor ther 
| selves in this way than ot! When we have the precedent 
of returning thanks to t] » | conterred similar benetactior 
upon our own race, it t! it would make an invic d 
tinction that we ht 3 tol : we were to retuse to d ar 
thing for one who has b ited those less able than v o 
Mr. MORRILI Chet it be the slightest objection to the pa 
sage of this bill ex ept 1 YY Lol When i Livi al 
is Willing to give mo n Government i ther te 
give I think we can afford to ma an offering of me } k 
Mr. BARROW I th { 
Mr. PLUMB. Int { 1 egard the pr even in the 
| cases which have bee toast vy essent lv vie In the next 
place, this is the more \ mus becau h ( tion of an in 
| dividual for the proper disposition we think he of his wealth, 
which after all is nothing } When we « to that, I have 
no doubt we shall find 1 CO MuUGUS Ca MOTE ¢ rol 
the thanks of Cone n th and besides that, this i the 
|} Senator from Vermont \ p! ly indicates by his remark, an implied 
| condemnation of the Government itself for not having done what this 
patriotic individual r\ she to the breach to do, and does only 
because, L suppose, thie ( nment, as he thinks, has not done its full 
duty. Iam not willing to place upon record any such vote as that l 
think that this gentleman has done what he believed he ought to do 
| with the accumulations of a lifetime, or a portion of them, and in so 


| doing I have no doubt he has been governed by a very honorable am 

| bition to serve his or toserve humanity; but it is not, as I said 
| before, any more conspicuous than cases that are oceurring every singh 
| day of the year; and for 


| si . - ° 
people Who Gispose ot larg 


race, 
gress to go into this business and commend 
e sums of money which they have accumu 
| lated in place of taking the case in their way to commend people who 


| have done more tor humanity, more to dignify and elevate mankind, 
| than this man has ever done, er ever can do, with all his money put 
together, it occurs to me is getting into pretty small business 
Mr. MORGAN. (Mr. President, L appreciate the liberality of Mi 
Slater, and he received from the Southern people their heart! than) 
| for his generosity toward this class of our populatior 
The Senator from Georgia spoke of some invidious distin ” It 
brought to my mind the fact there are some other gentlemen who have 


| bestowed great benefactions upon the Southern people as to whom our 


silence on an occasion of this kind might be considered as being invid 
ious. Commodore Vanderbilt gave to the people of the South a mill 
| jon dollars himself, and since that time the bestowment has heen in 


| creased, I believe, by $500,000 for the founding of a magnificent university 
| in the city of Nashville, Tennessee. 

Mr. INGALLS. Is that in operation now ? 
Mr, MORGAN. In beautiful operation 


| That, however, without 


I believe, is under the 
] do not know vi he ther colored peopl are 

Mr. INGALLS \ white man is just as good as a black man 
Mr. MORGAN. I am not prepared to say. Being an interested 
party I should hardly be afair judge. Mr. Scott, Tom Scott, the great 


railway king, made a very liberal and bountiful donation. I understand 
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to some of the colleges in Virginia. Commodore Vanderbilt also gave 
large sums of money in thatsame direction. Other gentlemen, to whom 
we feel very grateful for their kindness to white and black, have made 
large bestowmenta. 

1 will not seck toamend the joint resolution. lam insympathy with 
the Senator from Kansas [Mr. PLUMB] upon the practice. I think the 
Senate of the United States has intrusted to it higher duties and more 
important matters than to be rendering acknowledgments of thanks to 
men who do what they conceive to be best to be done and right to be 
done with their own property. There is no heroism in a man giving a 
million dollars out of his estate to educate the poor if he has got eight 
million or ten million dollarsand does not know what else to do with it. 
I do not refer to Mr. Stanley's case as a parallel, because that man ex- 
posed his life and exhibited wonderful fortitude as well as great ability 
in the exploration of Africa. Mr. Peabody’s was, perhaps, an excep- 
tional case. He was anyhow a great man, and entitled perhaps to re- 
ceive the confidence and thanks also of the entire people of the United 
States for his generosity as well as for his ability inthe accumulation of 
the money which he bestowed. I shall not vote against the joint reso- 
lution; I shallask the privilege of not voting at all, preserving my own 
views about the propricty of such legislation, but I thought it was my 
duty to make mention of these other facts to show that the people of 
the Sonth have great respect and affection for all the men who have be- 
stowed liberal donations for the benefit of our part of the country. 

Mr. VOORHEES. — I suppose it depends a good deal upon what sec- 
tion of the country a man comes from as to what notice shall be taken 
of benefaetions of this kind. <A citizen of Indiana, who has already 
given $300,000 to the cause of education in one of the universities of 
that State, has provided that in the event of his death a million more 
shall be given for the endowment of that institution of learning. That 
is Mr. Washington C. De Pauw. We are not asking for any thanks of 
Congress here. We have had great trouble in getting naked, scant 
justiee for his industrial enterprise on this floor, but he has seen the 
million dollars of che Connecticut man and gone him $300,000 better. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The question is on the second sec- 
tion of the joint resolution. 

Mr. MORRILL. TI understand that was not reported from the com- 
mittee. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. It was intended as an amendment 
to strike out the section. Will the Senate agree to the amendment of 
the committee to strike out the second section? 

Mr. BLAIR. I wish to state just how that is. 
ison the joint resolution. The committee proposed to amend by strik- 
ing out the second section. By a mistake of mine it was not reported 
as amended, and I asked that the question might be taken upon the 
entire joint resolution if no member of the committee objected, because 
on examining the precedent case of Mr. Peabody I found that a medal 
was then given. There was no amendment reported from the com- 
mittee. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. But the Senator says that the com- 
mittee reported to strike out the seeond section. That is the report of 
the committee, and the question is on agreeing to the amendment strik- 
ing out the second section. 

Mr. BLAIR. There was no amendment reported. There is no motion 
to amend the bill. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore, ‘That is what the Senator from New 
Hampshire says was agreed to by the committee. 

Mr. BLAIR. I beg the Chair’s pardon. I should like to be under- 
stood on that question now as a point of order. I say that the com- 
mittce recommended the reporting of the joint resolution with the sec- 
ond section stricken out, but by accident I failed soto report it. Since 
I have seen the precedents I find that Mr. Peabody received a medal, 
and I asked that the question might be taken upon the report as it actu- 
ally was made unless some member of the committee objected, in which 
case I should move to amend by striking out the second section. 

Mr. ALLISON. I should like to hear the second section read. 

Mr. MORRILL. I object to the second section. 
New Hampshire will be content with the first section of the joint reso- 
lution I have no objection whatever to it, but we have consumed quite 
enough time on this unimportant matter. 

Mr. INGALLS. Let the second section be read. 

The Acting Secretary read as follows: 


The question really 


Sne. 2. That it shall be the duty of the President to cause a gold medal to be 
struck, with suitable devices and inscriptions, which, together with a copy of 
this resolution, shall be presented to Mr. Slater in the name ofthe people of the 
United States 

Mr. INGALLS 
if he wants it? 

Mr. BLAIR. Ile has not asked for it. 

Mr. HAWLEY. lL amsorry I was not here to hear all of this debate. 
Mr. Slater has nothing to say or do with any of this matter. He dedicated 
a million dollars, and perhaps will dedicate more, to general education 
under a most admirable trust. It was proposed, in accordance with a 
precedent in another case, to offer him a vote of thanks. There can be 
nobody in the whole country who will be more mortified that any dis- 
cussion should arise upon this question than Mr. Slater. If it is not 


What is the objection to giving this man a medal 





Ifthe Senator from | 





JANUA 


RY 31, 


worth while to say ‘‘thank you’’ toa gentleman who dedi 
not to a university named after himself or anything of tha 
for a great general purpose, I hope the whole thing will be Withdraw; 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The joint resolution is before th . 
Senate and open to amendment, being now stated to be reported with, 
out amendment, although the Senator from New Hampshire says it y : 
intended to be reported back with an amendment. — 

Mr. INGALLS. That includes the second section, giving 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. 
second sections. 

Mr. INGALLS. I understand the Senator from Connecticut to Sav 
that Mr. Slater does not desire a medal, but only requests a resolution 
of thanks. 

Mr. HAWLEY. I made no such offensive remark. I would not ys 
flect upon a gentleman in that way, because I try to be a gentleman 
myself. Mr. Slater has nothing whatever todo with this. He has done 
a noble deed, and if the Senate chooses to pass a resolution of thanks 
undoubtedly it will be a great pleasure to him, but he and none of his 
friends asked this action in his behalf. 

Mr. MORRILL. I desire to know whether the vote will be upon 
both sections ? 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. 

Mr. MORRILL. 

Mr. ANTHONY. 
granting a medal? 

Mr. BLAIR. It is. 

Mr. ANTHONY. 
was it not? 

Mr. BLAIR. It was. 

Mr. ANTHONY. Ihope it will be granted in this case. 
such a deed as that should receive some recognition. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The question is on agreeing to the 
amendment of the Senator from Vermont striking out the second see 
tion. = 

The amendment was rejected; there being on a division—ayes 18, 
noes 21. 

The joint resolution was reported to the Senate without amendment 
ordered to be engrossed for a third reading, and was read the third time 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The question is, Shall the joint reso 
lution pass ? 

The joint resolution was passed; there being on a division—ayes 24 
noes 15. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The title will be changed by adding 
‘‘and for other purposes,’’ as the Senate has provided in the second sec- 
tion for a geld medal and the title simply reads ‘‘ presenting the thanks 
of Congress.’’ 

Mr. INGALLS. I do not know that the title will depend upon the 
will of the Presiding Officer. Unless there is some motion made to 
amend the title I suggest that it stand as reported. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. Just as the Senate chooses upon the 
subject. The titlereads: ‘‘A joint resolution presenting the thanks of 
Congress to John F. Slater,’’ and the second section provides for giving 
him a gold medal. 

Mr. ANTHONY. 
gestion of the Chair. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The question is on agrecing to the 
motion of the Senater from Rhode Island to amend the title by adding 
‘‘and for other purposes.”’ 

Mr. INGALLS. Let the title be read as proposed to be amended 

The ACTING SECRETARY. ‘“‘A joint resolution presenting the thanks 
of Congress to John F. Slater, and for other purposes.’’ 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The question is on agreeing to the 
amendment to the title. 

The amendment to the title was agreed to. 

ENROLLED BILL SIGNED. 

A message from the House of Representatives, by Mr. M¢PHERSON, 
its Clerk, announced that the Speaker of the House had signed the en 
rolled joint resolution (H. Res. 323) making appropriations for continu 
ing the work of the Tenth Census; and it was thereupon signed by the 
President pro tempore. 

INTERNAL-REVENUE AND TARIFF DUTIES. 

Mr. MORRILL. I now move to postpone the Calendar for the pu 
pose of taking up the revenue bill. . 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. Is there objection? The Chair hear 
none. Will the Senate consider the revenue bill? The Chair hears no 
objection. 

The Senate, as in Committee of the Whole, resumed the consideration 
of the bill (H. R. 5538) to reduce internal-revenue taxation, the pending 
question being on the amendment proposed by Mr. ALDRICH to the 
amendment of Mr. MORRILL. 

Mr. VOORHEES. Mr. President, the amendment reported by the 
Finance Committee fixing the duty on sugars makesa very serious de 
parture from the rates recommended by the Tariff Commission for all 
sugars below No. 13 Dutch standard. On all such sugars, testing by 
the polariscope not above 75°, the bill of the Tariff Commission says 


cates this 
t sort, but 


, cor & medal » 
Yes; it includes both the first and 


On both sections. 
Then I move to strike out the second section 
Is it proposed to strike out the second section. 


A medal was granted in the case of Mr. | 


*eabody 


I think 


I move to amend the title according to the sug 
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that the duty shall be 1.50 cents per pound, and for every additional | 


degree or fraction of a degree shown by the polariscope test, tive-hun- 
dredths of a cent per pound additional. The report of the Tariff Com- 
missien, page 23, states that— 

The rate of reduction in the schedule proposed by them is 21.70 per cent. on all 
sugars below No. 13 Dutch standard, as tested by the polariscope, and 1® per 
cent. on all sugars above No. 15, or an average of 14.25 on the whole schedule. 

It is understood that the general plan of this schedule was accepted 
by the commission as a compromise of conflictinginterests. It gives, 
as the commission inform us, a large reduction of the duty on low-grade 
sugars, such as are required by the refiners for their uses in manufact- 
ure; it has been acquiesced in by the American planters who produce 
these low-grade sugars, and it is satisfactory also to the general public 
so far as I know. 
of this duty is recognized, and I think it is generally approved. Peti- 
tionsmanufactured by a lobby or by claim agents do not indicate a public 
sentiment. They deceive noone. In 1879, speaking of the sugar tariff 
now in force, General Garfield, then a member of the House of Repre- 
sentatives, declared: 

I believe the correctness of the principle of the present law is not called in 
question anywhere, Although the aggregate rate of duty is high, consumers 
are not complaining; for the sugar used by our people is cheaper to-day than it 
has been during any previous period of our history. In 1869the average price in 
the United States of all gradesof sugar was 15 cents a pound; in 1878 the aver- 
age price was 9 cents a pound. A dollar will to-day buy more sweetening than 
# would have bought atany previous period in our history. A day’s work even, 
will buy more sweetening to-day than it would have bought ten years ago 
Therefore the consumers of sugar in this country are not complaining that the 
rate of tax is too high. 

Sir, I agree in the general proposition as stated -by General Garfield, 
who had made this subject a study, and I can not see why the compro- 
mise and reduced rates of the Tariff Commission should not be adhered 
to. Ae ; : 

But the proposition of the committee on which we are required to 
vote reduces the duty below even the reduction of the Tariff Commis- 
sion. It imposes on sugars not above No. 13, and testing not above 75°, 
aduty of 1} cents per pound. Seemingly, this reduction is made in 
the interest of the people, but in fact it is not. These sugars are raw 
sugars—sugars not fit for use or consumption at the table until th 
are refined. 
sumer. 


They all go to the refiner, and not to the grocer or the con- 
The sugars of consumption—those which are used whether by 


In the plan of the commission a moderate reduction | 
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the rich or by the poor—are excluded at your custom-house by the | 


high rates of the present tariff, and they are to remain excluded by 
the scale of duties proposed in the schedule of the committee on grades 
above No. 13. 


org 
ee 
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such wages and conditions of course there can be no substantial prog 
ress. Comparing this wretched scale of living—and remember that all 
this means cheap tropical sugars—with Louisiana, poor and exhausted 
as she is by war, pestilence, reconstruction, and devastating floods, what 
do we find? First-class field laborers get from 85 cents to $1.25 pei 
day; second-class, 75 to 85 cents; for ditching, building levees, they get 
$1.25 to $1.50; for sugar-house work, $1.25 to $2.50, and extra for night 
work at times of special exigency during the harvest season. 
The laborer has a comfortable house, garden, and tire-wood. 
the unskilled laborer may get $367 per annum. This is more than three 
times the wages paid in Cuba for like work. I obtain these figures from 
gentlemen of high character familiar with the subject, and their state 
ments of facts are not disputed 


ven 


I do not propose to go further into detail 
on this branch of the subject. The conclusions are obvious to the mind 
of any one. More than two-thirds of the cost of producing sugar isin 
human labor, and the reason why the sugars ot Louisiana cost more than 
those of Cuba is because the laborer with us is fairly paid for his work, 
and in Cuba he is ground to the Che duty 
on low-grade sugars about equal advantage 
planter in his cheap slave or Chinese 1: 

The question is therefore exccedingly sit 
down the wages in Louis 
Cuba? 


earth of the present tarit! 
s the obtained by the Cuban 


borer 
ple Do you propose to bring 
na to the level of the slave and tl 


Do you think that the freedman is getting too 


r 
) 
1 COOLY Nn 


much in Louisiana 


for hisworkandexposure? Sir,neither planter nor freedman can compete 
with the degraded labor of Cuba and the tropics, and if this poliey is to 
prevail the negro must quit the sugar country and go where he ean 
obtain a fair remuneration for his toil with some hope of reasonable 
advancement. The fiat of this bill is not that ‘*the Chinese must go,’ 
but that the negro must ; You propose to organize by legislation 

new exodus of hundreds of thousands of black men, women, and chil 
dren: leaving homes ones ippy, scenes and ociations endeared to 


them by many ties, g tohunt new homes, without capital or credit 


I lit, 
to acquire new industries, to experience probably rebuffs and insult 
from pretended friends, to swell the ranks of American pauperisn ‘ 
long procession of human misery and despair 

These, sir, will be some of t] ivels which we will gather in ow 
work of tariff revision if the policy proposed is carried out 
But, sir, whether t] ibject be looked at from a standpoint of levy 
| ing a tariff for revenue, or for revenue and protection both, this policy 
is indefensible, and I shall vote against it 
First, let us look at it from the ground of those who hold ‘that the 
tariff should be levied for revenue purposes solely, without any refer 


I suppose no one will pretend fora moment that refined | 


or consumable sugars are to be let in under the bill of the committee | 
in any considerable quantity to compete with the products of the Ameri- | 


an refiner. 

The proposition for reduction on the raw sugars below No. 13 is, 
therefore, one made in the interest of the refiner altogether. You give 
him a wider margin for his profit. 
sugars of consumption as he has done heretofore. The revenue is to be 
reduced probably some twelve to fifteen millions of dollars, but the 
people at large are not to reap the benefit. 
1s largely enhanced, but to accomplish this result you destroy, as I am 
informed and believe, the sugar-producing interest of this courtry, and 
consign three or four hundred thousand people of both races to ruin and 
despair. 


T« 


ence whatever to protection. There are around me those who honestly 
and ably maintain this theory. One of the great authorities of this 
free-trade school, Adam Smith, says that 
| every tax ought to be so « rived as both to take out and to keep out of the 
people as little as possib! rand above what it brings into the public treasury 


He can charge about as much for , 


The refiner’s profit indeed | 


At the same time you extinguish all hope whatever of mak- | 


ing the United States (which in 1860 produced half the sugar we con- | 


sumed) self-reliant for this great article of food supply. You increase 
your importations from countries where, if I remember aright, the bal- 
auce of trade is already against us, and whose poorly paid or slave la- 
borers, as the case may be, decline to take the products of our varied 
industries. 

You turn your back on the freedman of the South, and pour your rich 
bounty into the lap of the Cuban slave-holder. We destroy those of 
our own race, whose wants are the wants of a civilized and progressive 
people, trading and exchanging their products with every portion of the 
Union, and then earry our gold a thousand miles to buy of the stranger 
what might be raised and has been raised in richest profusion at our 
own doors. Is this a wise statesmanship? I think not. 

The true issue is one thatcan not beevaded. It isnot merely whether 
the American laborer shall be degraded to the level of the pauper labor 
of Europe; but, in this instance,it is also whether the free negro labore: 
of the South shall be sacrificed to swell the profits of the Cuban slave- 
holder and the eastern sugar refiner, characters that I am told are some- 
times blended in the same firm, if not in the same individual. The 


principal element of cost in the production of sugar is human labor; of 


your American crop 70 per cent. is paid out for the labor of black men. 
His condition is comfortable and is improving. Let us compare his 
wages with those of other sugar-producing countries. The Cuban planter 
pays for Chinese or for slave labor $4 per month or $48 per year. 

The rice and jerked beef required for laborers’ food in Cuba is $36 per 
year. Other expenses swell the total to$100 per year. In Jamaica the 
usual wages for free labor is 25 cents per day. In Demerara, where 
cooly labor predominates, the cost is about 16 cents aday and rations. 
The laborer in all these countries has the lowest possible standard of food, 
clothing, dwellings, and all that goes to make up comfort, and with 


of the state 


In accordance with high authority the distinguished 


from Texas [ Mr. CoKr], in a speech of &th February last, 
the duties on sugar, rice, and wool. Said he 


But it is said there is protect ix tariff for farmer's sugar, rice, and 
wool. This is true, but in an extremely limited sense, for the great bulk of the 
farmers raise neither of these commodities, and are as heavily taxed for their 
use as any other class; but there is one mitigating feature about the duty on 
these articles which does not exist in ninety-nine out of every hundred duty 
paying articles on the tariff all three of these articles bring large revenues 
into the National Treasury 

The duty on sugar, as offici ww, produces more than one-fourth of 
all the revenue derived under the tariff Theduty onsugar is strictly a revenue 
duty, as its productiveness to the Treasury shows. There are six pounds ot 
sugar imported from abroad which pay duty into the Treasury to one pound 
raised in the United Stat The Government receives $ of revenue to $1 re 
ceived under the tarifl by producer of sugar in the United States . Ss 
Wool and the manufactures thereof yielded under the tariff for 1880 $27,285,624.78 
Of this amount official that unmanufactured wool produced 
$17,915,666.18. Unmanufactured wool pays into the Treasury more revenue by 
! dollars than all the manufactures composed 


upward of seven mil 
wholly or partially of wool imported from abroad, Next to sugar it is the best 


this Senator 


detended 


min the the 


I 
list 


il figgures sh 


the 


returns show 


lions of 


revenue-paying import on the tariff list, considering the quantity and value of 
Importation, 
‘ al-3 . ! 1 
After speaking of rice, the Senator further sivys 
To summarize the results of tarii¥ duties on these three agricultural products 


and compare them with the same on manufactures, the dutic 
the Treasury $6to every $1 they give tothe producer Phe datic 
ured or raw wool pay into the Treasury $1, and to the producer $2.50 


onsupgar pay into 
3on unmanufaet 
The duties 


on rice pay into the Treasury $1, and to the producer $2.5; while the duties on 
manufactures pay into the Treasury $l,and into the pocket of the manufacturer 
556.50. 

The Senator from Texas is high thority in his school of political 
economy, and | commend his views to all those who share his well 
known ideas rhe position he takes is the same as that of Hon 
Horatio C. Burchard, the present Director of the Mint, one of the most 


painstaking and careful of all our public men. Speaking in the Forty 


| third Congress on this subject Mr. Burchard says 

Another item is sugar. Our importation of sugar for the last fiscal year was 
1,645,000,000 pounds, and of molasses 47,000,000 gallons According to the cen 
sus returns there was produced in the United States in 1870, 87,000 hogsheads of 
sugar only The duty collected last vear was $55,000,000, which would give us 
$3,700,000 if we i is duty one-fourth and the consumption continues as 
large as it has been 

The same remark in some respects can be applied to this tax that is applied to 
the tax on tea and coffee 3 not entirely revenue, but it is almost all revenue 
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More than nine-tenths ofall sugar and molasses consumed in this country is im- 
ported from foreign countries 

These two eminent authorities would suffice for me in giving the 
revenue-tarifl-only doctrine, but it may be well to fortify them with a 
name that has been especially conspicuous in the discussion of this ques- 
tion. I refer to that eminent doctrinaire and voluminous pamphleteer, 
Hon. David A. Wells, of Connecticut. Ido not propose, however, to 
cite his recent utterances, for I am not certain that his conclusions may 
not have been modified by considerations of personal interests that ought 
never to enter into the region of pure and abstract speculation. I pre- 
fer, in citing Mr. Wells’s opinions, to go to the pure fountain of his un- 
biased judgment rather than to the stream after it has become tawny 
and discolored by foreign admixture. His early utterances did not go 
to the refiner for manipulation. I quote his opinions when Commis- 
sioner of Internal Revenue, asworn officer of the United States, and when, 
as we may fairly presume, he would have spurned a pecuniary induce- 
ment to enunciate views in behalf of a particular interest. His official 
report of January, 1869, prepared after he had been several years in 
oflice and had devoted years of labor and the resources of an ingenious 
mind to the study of the greatquestion of the proper mode of raising the 
public revenues, contains the following: 

A TARIFF I8 A TAX 

In entering upon the proposed analysis, it is important that one fact in the 
nature of an axiom, but too often overlooked in the discussion of this subject in 
the United States, should be kept clearly in view, and that is, that a tariff on 
imports is, under all circumstances, a tax, which is paid wholly or in part by the 
consumer, If the tariff be imposed solely for revenue, then the consideration of 
most importance in connection with itis one mainly of comparison, namely, to de- 
termine whether the tax in question is superior or inferior to other taxes in respect 
to economy of administration, equality of assessment, and productiveness of 
collection, To this theoretical economists would undoubtedly return a negative 
answer and would support their conclusions by the experience of the densely 

yopulated manufacturing nations of the Old World, where the inhabited area is 
imited, the distribution of wealth most unequal, and law, through the mainte- 
nance of the police and standing army, not easily evaded. 

In the United States, on the contrary, where the area is continental, the popu- 
lation sparse, wealth more equally distributed, and the carrying out of laws is 
made dependent on public opinion rather than on the representatives of force, 
all experience tends to establish the fact that objectionable as may be in many 
respects a high tariff, we have thus far been able to devise no other system of 
taxation which brings to itself so much of certainty in its results and equality in 
its apportionments. An illustration of this isafforded in the case of the customs 
duties upon the three articles of tea, sugar, and coffee, which at present approx- 
imate to an aggregate of about $90,000,000 per annum. These duties are assessed 
mainly at five or six ports of the country, and being wholly specific are collected 
without delay and with little trouble. 

It is not probable that the revenue derived from them is evaded to any great 
extent through smuggling, while undervaluation is practically impossible. Be- 
ing, furthermore, of almost universal consumption, the duties levied on them 
ure very uniformly distributed, and fall upon the consumer in small amounts at 
any one time, while as they can not be considered as necessaries of life ina sense 
so absolute as breadstuffs and clothing, the payment of the tax through their 
use is in a great measure voluntary. Through these circumstances, therefore, 
the conditions of effectiveness, economy, and equality as regards collection 
and apportionment are most perfectly secured. 

It is hardly necessary to strengthen these observations, but Mr. Wells 
does so by appending a table showing that the revenue from sugar then 
yielded $30,000,000 per annum, and that the amount of tax per year to 
each consumer was only 78 cents per annum! Well might he inquire 
“if there was any article on the whole list which produced so great a 
return with so little discomfort and so little an enhancement of the 
cost of general production ?”’ 

Mr. Wells was so enamored of this sugar tax that in his fourth an- 
nual report he put sugar down for $33,000,000 in a projected tariff fa- 
vored by him and estimated to produce $144,000,000 per annum. He 
makes many suggestions for a revision of the customs duties, but none 
for a reduction of the duty upon sugar. 

It may sound presumptuous to some, but I have higher authority 
even than Mr. Wells for the proposition that sugar is a revenue article. 
The test of a revenue duty, I imagine, is the fact that it yields revenue. 
The table of imported merchandise entered for consumption into the 
United States prepared by the Treasury Department, being part of the 
annual report of commerce and navigation for the fiscal year ending June 
30, 1882, shows that during the year 1881 there was collected from sugar 
the sum of $45,933,045.09, and for the year 1882 $46,711,795.14. 

I think, sir, I have demonstrated that any advocate of a tariffmerely 
for revenue is illogical and inconsistent when he proposes to reduce this 
duty unless he can demonstrate that the true revenue point has been ex- 
ceeded and the importation thereby diminished. No man, however, 
asserts this proposition, and if he did theofficial figures I have given 
would confute him. No, sir. The result of the proposed legislation 
will be to lop off the revenue to the extent of twelve or fifteen millions 
of dollars, and, as I have already stated, not for the benefit of the con- 
sumer hut to give a larger marginof profit to the proprietorsof the great 
sugar refineries, and to stimulate the slave-grown sugar of Cuba and 
quicken anew the lash under which thatsugar is produced. It is forthis 
purpose that we are tocut off a revenue duty that is a source of unpar- 
alleled strength to the national Treasury, and which has proved in the 
pasta pillarof the national credit when our financiers were looking with 
deepest anxiety to the sources of revenue. 

It seems to me that I have shown no man claiming to be for revenue 
only can vote for this reduction. I come now to the protectionists—to 
that class who hold that in framing the tariff for revenue necessary to 
support the Government the duties should be so adjusted as to give in- 
cidental protection to the great industries of the nation. This bill as 
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reported by the committee is in most of its schedules framed oy thi 
theory, This is the policy adopted in respect to the manufactures. 
metals in all their multiplied varieties and adaptations to human wants 
to cotton, woolen, and silk goods, to earthen and glass ware, to }), 
jute, and flax goods, and to the general list of articles manufactured in 
the United States. In all those schedules we propose to guar) the 
American laborer and to see to it that he is not driven out of tho 9.) 
by the pauper labor of Europe. = 
Now, how have you applied this principle to the question of suo; 
production? I admit your care in the bill for the Eastern refiner. He 
is well taken care of in the bill. All rude jostling and competition w;:), 
him is shut out by duties that are absolutely prohibitory. His jaro. 
margin of profit has been extended by reducing heavily the prico a 
pays for his raw material. We are about to open a back door from });. 
establishment to the plantations of Cuba, of Demarara, and Jamaic,- 
to the fertile domain of Claus Spreckels in the far-off Pacitic, and to th: 
sugar product of the almond-eyed denizens of the Flowery Kingdom 
But let us see how many people in this country we are benetiting |) 
such legislation, and on how many we are inflicting ruin. Census byi. 
letin No. 304 gives us the number of our sugar-refining establishments 
There are but forty-nine of them all told. The capital employed js 


ieMp, 


$27,433,500. The total amount paid in wages for the year is $2,275,- 
032. The value of materials is put at $144,698,499. The value oj 


products is $155,484,915. Deducting the value of materials and wages 
paid from the value of product, we have a profit for the refiners of 
57,911,384 on a capital employed of $27,433,500, or nearly 29 per cent. 
Is not this enough? Why should we give them more? Is their busi 
ness so unprosperous that to make these magnates comfortable, sleck. 
and fat you must destroy a state and break down the revenue? 

Sir, we all know that the additional and needless profit we now ; 
pose to give these refiners is not going into the pockets of the operatives 
whom they employ. They are to get the same wages as heretolore and 
will have to pay quite as much for the sugar they are engaged in retin 
ing for consumption when they come to buy it for the breakiast tal) 
Their sugar will not be sweetened by any advance of their waves, 4 
the amount paid them will be determined by the general condition 
the labor market. But even if we were simple enough to conceive (hat 
they were to derive some slight benefit from this large bounty to t 
refiners, the number to be thus benetited is not large. The same In 
tin to which I refer gives the total number of operatives at | 
6,000. There are only 5,832. 

Turn now to the sugar-producing industry which is to be des 
by this legislation. Sugar is the chief production of the State of Lou 
ana. Over one-half of its capital is employed therein, and over on 
half of its people are engaged in it or are supported by it. It cmip!oy 
over ninety millions of capital and is the almost exclusive support o 
400,000 people. All these people are to be crushed and ruined to |x 
efit not the 5,832 operatives in the sugar refineries, but to swe! t! 
fortunes of the proprietors of some forty-nine establishments; to cnabl 
them to build more costly villas and mansions; to add house to hous 
and lands to land; to maintain a brigade of lobbyists here to pay do 
trinaires and publicists, and to overwhelm Congress and its conimit 
tees with a varied diet of dinners and pamphlets. Sir, my sympatlies 
do not go to this class of persons. They are rich enough not only to 
dispense with sympathy from any quarter, but to feel sympathy tor the 
people they propose in their avarice to destroy. 

Turn to thesugar-planting interest. Theirnumbers are vastly greater 
than the refiners. They outnumber them by hundreds to onc. [! 
there be anything in the doctrine of protection they are entitled to it 
benefits. We can not exclude them by this bill unless we propose de- 
liberately to make a sectional tariff and a sectional crusade against in- 
terests which are outside the sunshine of our favor. These plantersar 
not prosperous. They are not rich enough to quit their homes and 
build villas at Newport or maintain lobbies at Washington city. Many 
of them are poor and are living from hand tomouth. The war destroyed 
the sugar industry of Louisiana. The hostile tariff of 1870 checked its 
revival. The great flood of 1882 swept over the levees and inundated 
the fairest, richest portion of the sugar parishes of theState. These peo- 
ple are just now rallying from their misfortunes, and this is the tink 
of all others that their interests should be liberally cared for. For my 
part I can not consent to deal them another and fatal blow, not in th 
interest of the general public, not to benefit the public revenue, but to 
enlarge the profits of the refiner and to benefit the Cuban slave-holdu 
and develop his markets ! 

This is not my idea of protecting American industry. It is not just 
It is not legislating for the general welfare thus to single out this 
special industry for ruin—to curse Louisiana while our hands are 
raised in blessings for all other sections. Nor is the country in which 
the American sugar is produced adapted to the growth of corn or wheat 
or cotton. If, therefore, this industry is to be crushed by the fice ad 
mission of raw sugars from Cuba and other states the people oi that 
country must abandon their homes. We will make a desert and cal! 
it peace. Whom do we strike? The planter, ruined by the war, lis 
slaves emancipated, his capital gone, struggling amid floods and new 
conditions of labor and trial to make a support for himself and hi- 
family, running his plantation, with its costly plant and machinery, 0” 
borrowed money and paying heavy interest. Yes, we strike this class 
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to the earth, and if the object be to perpetuate evil passions and work 
fresh injuries on the unfortunate that object will be accomplished. 

But this is not all. 
grown is almost exclusively negro labor. 
300,000 blacks are dependent on this crop for their wages and support. 
The supplies for these laborers come largely from the Upper Mississippi 
Valley. These negroes whom we would drive from their homes by the 
admission of the products of slave, cooly, Chinese, and peon Mexican 
labor, were born on the soil whence they are to be exiled. They are 
contented and prosperous. If they have a great care or trouble it is 
because they have heard their employers express a fear that Congress 
would involve them all inone commonruin. These colored people are 
as well paid as in any part ofthe South. Their condition is one of ad- 
vance andimprovement. They are at peace with theiremployers. Some 
are themselves planters. Their future is in your hands. You can, 
if you please, deprive them of their bread and remand them to vaga- 
bondage and other temptations of poverty, and then try to balance the 
account with humanity by saying that you gave them the ballot. If 
after all professions of special friendship this is to be your action, his- 
tory with her inexorable pen will not fail to record the cruelty and the 
hypocrisy of the proceeding. 

Whether, therefore, I look at this subject with the eyes of those who 
uphold the doctrine of a tariff only for revenue, or as the advocate of a 
reasonable incidental protection to American labor, or from the stand- 
point of our humanity and the immutable dogmas of the divine senti- 
ment of justice, I shall oppose by my vote any policy which is caleu- 
lated to cripple and destroy the sugar-producing interests of the coun- 
try, while it impoverishes the revenue and confers not the slightest 
benefit upon the tax-payers of the nation. 

Mr. BECK. Mr. President, I do not propose to discuss the sugar 
schedule, but the Senator from Indiana [Mr. VooRrHEES], whois a mem- 
ber of the Committee on Finance as well as myself, either misunder- 
stands the effect of the bill as reported by the Finance Committee or I 
am greatly mistaken in regard to it. As I desire to be very careful to 
act and vote intelligently on this important question I will state the 
effect of the proposition of the committee as I understand it, and then 
ask the Senator from Indiana what authority there is for saying that 
the proposition of the committee is in the interest of the sugar retiners, 
or what reason there is for the assertion that they will receive any bene- 
fits from the proposition reported by the Finance Committee that they 
would not receive much more largely from the provision recommended 
by the Tariff Commission, and to ask him if they do not receive now 
under existing law far greater advantages than the Finance Committee 
propose to allow them to retain. 

All through the argument made by the Senator he has made serious 
attacks upon the proposition reported by the Finance Committee, be- 
cause he alleged it to be in the interest of the sugar-refiners. That faet 
Idispute. I will state the reasons why. If Iam wrong the facts will 
show for themselves. 

The Finance Committee propose to levy a tax of $1.25 per hundred 
pounds upon all sugars tested by the polariscope up to 75°, which is 
the very lowest grade, and five-hundredths of a cent uponeach degree 
from that point to No. 13; in other words, $1.25 at the rate of 75°, 
$1.50 at 80°, $1.75 at 85°, $2 at 90°, $2.25 at 95°, and $2.50 for pure 
sugar at 100°. The interest of the refiner begins in having protection 
on the grades from 13 up to 16 particularly, for it will be observed that 
all the importations above 16 last year amounted to only 54,000 pounds 
and the revenue collected from 16 to 20 was $253.79, and above 20 
$4,140, while the large importatious were of the lower grades, running 
up to the amount that produced as revenue over $47,000,000. I need 
not encumber the RECORD with the tables; these are substantially the 
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I desire to say that after a good deal of consideration, 





Mr. BECK. 


| running through weeks, the amendment reported by the Senator from 


The labor by which the sugar of Louisiana is | 
Probably not less than | 


Vermont was agreed to by a majority of the committec. l 
the members of the committee to say if I am not correct. 

Mr. ALLISON. That is a correct statement. 

Mr. BECK. The Senator from Rhode Island [Mr. ALDRICH] knows 
that it was. 

Mr. ALDRICH 
niittee. 


1 appe: 


to 


It certainly was reported by a majority of the com 


Mr. BECK. Five members of the committee I know agreed to it. 
Mr. ALDRICH. It was reported by a majority of the committee 
Mr. COCKRELL Chat is the committee. 


Mr. BECK. I did not say that the Senator from Rhode Island agreed 
to it, or that the Senator from Indiana agreed to it, but it was re ported 


| by the committee 





Mr. BAYARD. In confirmation of what the Senator from Kentuck 
says I will state that the schedule at first was made to apply toa polar 
iscopic test as high as No. 16 of the Dutch standard. That was the 
first proposition. Then it was discovered that between 13 and 16 there 
was virtually a discrimination against the latter class of the production, 
and therefore the change was made; and I will say that it was made 
after a great deal of exceedingly caretul « 


\ 


xamination by the committee, 


and made, as I understand it, very largely in the interest of the native 
growers Of sugar. 
Mr. BECK. That is the way I understand it, and that is the reason 


why I am on the floor now to insist that the Senator trom Indiana is 
mistaken when he believes that the amendment t] 
chairman of the committee is in the interest of the sugar-retin ny 
thing like as much as the present law or the proposition of the Tariff 
Commission. 

Mr. VOORHEES. The Senator from Kentucky will not do me the 
injustice to convey the impression that I at any time as a member of 
the committee manifested any satisfaction with the proposed arrang 
ment in regard tosugar 

Mr. BECK. No, 1 think not; I do not think you ever did 

Mr. VOORHEES. No, I did not; and I have 
reported here given it as much study as I could to 
which I have stated. 


as reported by 


1 


since the matter was 
z= 


wh the conclusion 


Mr. BECK. It is a very difficult subject to understand. I desire to 
say to the Senator from Indiana that I think he is mistaken; but if he 
| is not, then I am It lam, I will vote with him. I think that the bill 
as reported by the Finance Committee is more in the int tot the pro 
ducers and less favorable to the refiners than cither the present condi 
tion of things or the bill of the Tariff Commission if any reduction has 
to be made I have shown the etfect ef the committ bill in a few 
words. Now, what does the Tariff Commission propose? One dolar 
and fifty cents on low-grade sugar of 75°, and five-hundredths of 1 per 
cent. on each degree of saccharine strength above that Let us see how 
that operates. It would be $1.75 at 80°, $2 at 85°, $2.25 at 90°, $2.50 
at 95°, $2.75 at 100 At the highest rate on sugar absolutely pure, 
the saccharine strength reaching 100°, the refiners being allowed by 


facts. The higher grades may have been prohibitory, but I do not care | 


to look into that now, as I wish to be brief. 

The committee propose to charge the refiner $2.65 on the grades from 
13 to 16, $3.15 from 16 to 20, and $3.65 from No. 20 upward. In other 
words the proposition is to apply the polariscope test, and if sugar shall 
show a saccharine strengthof 100° the importer would have to pay $2.50 
on it. Now, Louisiana is only interested in sugar below No. 13. All 
that we allow the refiner from 13 to 16 is the difference between $2.50 
and $2.65, or 15 cents, on sugar of 100° which the Senator from Indiana 
knows is almost starvation to him. If it only reaches 95° polariscopic 
test, $2.25 is the tax. Two dollars and sixty-five cents is the amount 
allowed up to No. 16, and on that we allow the refiner only 40 cents. 
At 90 he will have to pay $2, and from 13 to 16 we allow him 65 cents. 
That is the proposition of the committee; that is all that the refiner makes 
on these grades below 13 under it. The average strength of the sugar 
imported is somewhere between 90° and 95°, say 93°. 

Mr. JONAS. If the Senator will permit me to interrupt him a mo- 
ment, I ask him if that is the amendment of the Committee on Fi- 
nance? 

Mr. BECK. That is the amendment of the committee. 

Mr. JONAS. It is an amendment offered by the Senator from Ver- 
mont, a member of the Committee on Finance, and when | asked him 
last night whether it came from the Committee on Finance he said he 
believed it was recommended by a majority of the members of that 
committee. 
it is a proposed amendment of the Senator from Vermont. 


the Tanff Commission protection of 3 
would receive 50 cents ad r reiining sugar under the 
proposition of the Tariff Commission, while they would receive only 15 
cents for the same operation under the bill as reported by the Commit 

tee on Finance. Calling it 95° they would receive 75 cents at a tax of 3} 
cents as proposed by the ‘Tariff Commission on grades that they operate in 
on sugar, with 95° saccharine strength, as against 40 cents proposed by 
the Finance Committee. At90° it would cost them 2} cents, and they are 
protected by a tax of 3| upto 16, and thus obtain a discrimination in 
their favor $1 for what the committee propose to allow them 65 cents 

In view of these facts I ask how can it be possible that the proposi 
tion of the Finance Committee is more favorable to the refiner than the 
bill of the Tariff Commission, when, as I have shown, at 90° of the 
polariscope, allowing them 3} cents, as recommended by the Tariff 
Commission, they receive the differenee of $1, at 95° of 75 cents, and 
up to 100°, the highest saccharine strength, 50 cents; whereas under 
our bill at the same rates they would receive for their operation as 
refiners only 15 cents, 40 cents, and 65 cents. 

Therefore, as I understand this question, the people of Louisiana, 
having only an interest in grades of sugar below 13, are interested in 
making the refiner pay as nearly as is right, indeed as nearly a 
ble for their product what he sells his product for. If we leave him 
only a margin of 15 cents, 40 cents, and 65 cents as against the Tariff 
Commission proposition of 50 cents, 75 cents, and $1, the amendment is 
largely in favor of the Louisiana planter over the proposition contained 
in the Tariff Commission bill. 
| How is it as compared with the existing law Up to 15, the highest 
rate now paid is 2}% cents, and above 13 and not above 16, 3/7 
16, 4.1; above 20, 5 centsa pound; all more favorable to the refiner than 
the proposition made by the Finance Committee, rates on the higher 
grades ranging from 61 and 65 to 74) per cent., so that in any aspect of 
| it the proposition of the Finance Committee is more favorable to the 
| home producer of sugar than either the present law or the report of the 

Tariff Commission. If I am wrong I desire to be correeted, always as 


on grades from 13 to 16, they 
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It is not the amendment of the Committee on Finance; | suming that we propose to reduce the tariff tax on sugar in proportion 


| to other things. 
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I have stated the facts and figures upon which I base my calculation 
and reach my conclusions. I do not propose to argue this question. 
Others understand it better. 
the conclusions that I have arrived at after as careful consideration as 
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I can not study everything, but these are | ness of the refiners, which I regard as a very important one and 


I could give the subject, from the facts which I have laid before the Sen- | 


ate, which each Senator can test for himself. I have no doubt of their 
correctness. ‘Therefore the suggestion that the committee was making 
propositions in the interest of the refiners is clearly a mistake, or I am 
ina very urave error, 

| judge from the very able speech made last night (which is not in 
the RecorpD this morning unfortunately) by the Senator from Rhode 
Island [Mr. ALDRICH] that he does not agree with the Senator from 
Indiana that the bill of the Finance Committee is more favorable to the 
refiners than the Tariff Commission bill or the existing law. I see he 
bows acquiescence to my statement. The Senator from Indiana will 
tind when he makes a calculation that the Finance Committee have 
carefully endeavored to guard against what he thinks they have done; 
they were not working in the interest of the refiner. On the contrary, 
it is very doubtful whether, if we so far cut down all possibility of 
margin of profit to the refiners of this country, we will not drive the 
relining of sugar either to England or Canada. I do not think we 
will. 1 would not arrange our taxation so as to do that, but if there is 
any danger resulting from our action it is in that direction and not in 
the direction of having given them too largea profit. It is only because 
| believe the bulk of the sugars come in between 90 and 95 degrees, and 
do not run up as high as 100 or above 95, that I can see how the refiners 
can at the rates we have proposed make a reasonable profit for their 
work and maintain the important business they are now carrying on 
against foreign competition, 

| intend to vote for the proposition of the Finance Committee, first 
because it is in the interest of the planter rather than of the retiner, 
because it reduces the profits of the refiner down to the narrowest limit, 
and yet, at the same time, in my judgment, with the tucilities he has 
tor refining, enables him to refine in this country without having the 
sugar we need sent abroad to be refined. 

I desire to give the difference between what the Tariff Commission 
proposes and what the present law gives to the producers of the lower 
graeles of sugar in Louisiana for another reason. It costs them more to 
yet their sugar to the New York market than it does the people of Cuba. 
hat may seem strange, but it is a fact. Of course the refiner buys the 
sugar according to its value in New York. He cares nothing about 
where it comes from or What it costs the producer to get it there; he 
pays for it delivered at the wharf in New York. The English, German, 
French, Spanish, and all the other ships in the world trade to Cuba, and 
carry from Cuba to New York at low rates, frequently very low. They 
are all excluded by our navigation laws, which pretend to protect our 
coastwise trade, from taking a cargo at New Orleans to be landed in 
New York. None but an American ship authorized to engage in the 
coustwise trade can load at the port of New Orleans and unload at the 
port of New York; and with that obstacle in his way the producer in 
Louisiana has often to pay double the prices to transport his sugar to 
New York over what the producer in Cuba has to pay to lay his sugar 
down in the New York market. Of course protection to ships owned 
in New England must be maintained, no matter who suffers. 

Therefore, in making this arrangement, narrowing down the profits 
of the refiner and giving the Louisiana planter such benefits as are pos- 
sible to give him, 1 make a calculation of the increased cost to him by 
reason ot the monopoly of the coastwise trade in getting his sugar to 
New York, because, as I said, the sugar-refiner makes no other calen- 
lation except to look at two classes of sugar when laid on the wharf in 
New York, and he cares nothing what it costs the producers to deliver 
it there. That condition of things is a great disadvantage to the Lou- 
isiana planter. 

As to the propriety of reducing the duty at all I desire only to say 
that we increased it 1 think very improperly, unnegessarily, 25 per cent. 
in 1875. We are seeking to reduce everything, and I hope we will re- 
duce everything that has a higher rate of duty than 30 or 40 per cent. 
upon it now. Sugar pays nearly $50,000,000. The total revenues of 
the country are about $200,000,000, varying a little more or less from 
year to year. Sugar, therefore, produces nearly one-fourth of the reve- 
nace. We seek to cut down in all, say, $50,000,000 on customs instead 
of $75,000,000 as we ought, but say $50,000,000. If so, $10,000,000 is 
ubout the fair amount of tax to be reduced on sugar, as it is about the 
fair proportion of revenue that it now brings in; and as we are seeking 
to reduce $50,000,000, I hardly think that $10,000,000 on a necessary 
article like this and cheapening it to all the people of the world is more 
than a reasonable reduction, and we hope to be able to give to the peo- 
ple of Louisiana cheaper material, cheaper blankets, cheaper cotton 
goods, and many things cheaper that they are compelled to use, to com- 
pensate them for some of the reductions that they will have to bear. 

These were the views that influenced me in voting for the proposition 
of the Finance Committee, and without discussing the merits of the 
question any further I thought it was incumbent on me to state what 
| think is the eff€ct of the amendment as reported by the committee, 
so that if I am mistaken some gentleman can show wherein, and I shall 
be ready to change my vote at any moment, because I desire to do ab- 
solute justice to the people of Louisiana and at the same time not to 
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frame a bill in the interests of the refiners, as the Senator from Indian, 


thinks we have, and yet not to so frame the law as to injure the busi- 


. one 
which ought not to be broken down and transferred to any other coun. 


try. Iwill not do anything looking in that direction if I know jt. 
Mr. KELLOGG. Mr. President, I see the Senator from Indiana [Mr 
VOORHEES] in the Chamber, and I should like his attention a momey; 
and also the attention of the Senator from Kentucky [Mr. Bre). i 
understand the Senator from Kentucky to state, and state, I holier. 
correctly, that the difference between the bill as originally reported and 
the amendment proposed by the Senator from Vermont with the eo 
currence, as I understand, of a bare majority of the Committee on Fi- 
nance, and the proposition of the Tariff Commission to be this: The 
present duty is 2.48, practically 2) cents per pound on all sugar below 
No. 13 Dutch standard. It is the grade of sugar below No. 13 Date) 
standard that the planters of Louisiana are more especially, indeed | 
may say exclusively, interested in. The Tariff Commission proposes, 
practically, 2} cents per pound. ‘That is what it amounts to. This js 
conceded, I believe. The Senate committee propose to begin at 1! cents 
and at the outside the duty proposed by them by the polariscopic test, 
all will admit, can not exceed if it equals 2 cents a pound for sugar be- 
low No. 13. That isalsoadmitted, I believe. Thus the committee pro- 
pose to cut down the present duty one-half cent per pound, while the 
Tariff Commission proposes to cut it down one-fourth cent per pound 
It is said, however, that the amendment proposed by the Senator 
from Vermont changing the schedule proposed by the committee as to 
sugar above No. 16 Dutch standard is to prevent a discrimination that 
would otherwise exist in the bill against the refiner and in favor of th: 
producer. The only change proposed by the amendment is in regard 
tosugar above No. 16 Dutch standard and not above No. 20 from 3 cents. 


| as proposed by the Senate bill, to 3.15 cents per pound, as proposed 


by the amendment of the Finance Committee, and on all sugars above 
No. 20 Dutch standard 3.65 cents per pound proposed by the commit- 
tee amendment as against 3) cents a pound proposed by the Senate bill. 
Suppose that it be true that to prevent a discrimination this increas: 
is suggested, and ought to be adopted, then it puts the producer upon 
the same level with the refiner; that is to say, it reduces the present 
tariff pro rata, leaves the refiner under the committee bill and the 
amendment of the Senator from Vermont in precisely the same relation 
that it leaves the planter. So far as the present tariffis concerned i: 
reduces both equally. 

Now, sir, what was the effect of the old tariff? The practical ettect was 
that during the year 1882 there were imported into this country of sugar 
above No. 7 and not above No. 10 1,305,991,759 pounds; above No. 10 
and not above No. 13, 119,982,153 pounds, anaggregate almost of one and 
one-half billions pounds. Now, sir, see the amount of sugar imported 
into this country that comes in competition with the sugar produced by 
the refiner and the sugar that goes upon the table of every Senator, the 
sugar that is sold in all the markets of the country for general consump 
tion. Above Nos. 16 and 20 all refined loaf, lump, crushed, powdered, 
and granulated sugar, 50,432 pounds, and 4,075 pounds, making 54,569 
pounds of sugar, the total amount imported into this country, as against 
nearly one and one-half billions pounds imported of sugar under 13 
Dutch standard. Keep in view that most of the sugar under No. 15 
goes into the hands of the refiner. 

Now, sir, does not every one know that the old rate of duty is pra 
tically prohibitory as to refined sugars? The old rate of duty discrim- 
inated against the producer and in favor of the refiner to that extent, as 
I stated last night. The Senators from California know it to be a tact 
to-day that sugar comes duty free from the Sandwich Islands into San 
Francisco and the Pacific Slope; and to show the power that the refine: 
has in manipulating the sugar interest, that sugar comes in at a low 
rate all below No. 13 and goes into the hands of the refiner; and so great 
is the potency of that power upon the Pacific Slope that yesterday su- 
gar was selling at from 10 to 11 cents a pound that sells in the New York 
market at, say, from 9 to 10 cents per pound. 

Mr. ALDRICH. What kind of sugar is that’ 

Mr. KELLOGG. I had yesterday one of the San Francisco papers 
showing that the same class of sugar coming from the refinery sold ix 
San Francisco higher by a cent or a cent and a half a pound than the 
same kind of sugar sold in New York. That sugar comes from the Sand- 
wich Islands free to the Pacific slope. Is not that so? 

Mr. ALDRICH. I do not think the Senator’s figures about the 
market price in New York are correct. 1 presume the other statement 
is correct. ° 

Mr. KELLOGG. 1 will make practically the same statement again 
and see if the Senator will admit it. I say that the rate of sugar per 
pound sold yesterday or to-day, or that will sell to-morrow in New York 
is from 1 to 14 cents less than in San Francisco. Is that true? 

Mr. ALDRICH. I think it is. 

Mr. KELLOGG. Still, in New York sugar comes in under a duty 
of from 1} to 2} cents a pound and goes into the refineries, while it 
comes in free of duty from the Sandwich Islands. So to reduce the 
tariff on the low grade of sugar does not cheapen the sugar. Why” 
Because it is not that class of sugar that goes upon your tables. 

If you want cheap sugar, then reduce the duty on the article that the 
refiner turns out, if you are compelled to buy in competition with the 
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refiners of other countries, and do not put the producer in Louisiana, the 
colored laborer in Louisiana, against the slave or cooly labor of the 


thirty-one West India Islands and dependencies. If you are going to 


discriminate in favor of one or the other, then discriminate in favor of | 


the producer against the refiner, and put the American refiner against 
the refiner of the W est India Islands, and not the producer of Louisiana 
against the producer of the West India Islands backed by his horde of 
coolies and slaves to whom he pays only a shilling or 20 cents a day 
for labor and maintenance, when the Louisiana planter pays trom 85 
vents to $1.25 per day for labor and maintenance. 

Do not discriminate against the producer and in favor of the West 
india planter when there is a practical prohibition upon the sale of 
{merican articles in those islands and dependencies. Why, sir, you 
can not find $50,000 worth of American merchandise or supplies to-day 
in those islands, no matter what it may be, liquor, staves, pork, flour, 
meal, machinery, clothing, bacon, oils, whatever you please, anything 
going from this country to any of the West India Islands, where they 
grow sugar to compete with the producer of Louisiana, while the pro- 
ducer of Louisiana, as I showed last night, will expend this year many 
millions in purchasing machinery from New York, Pennsylvania, and 
from Ohio, and mules from Kentucky, and pork, corn, and agricult- 
ural implements from the Northwestern States, making a trade of mill- 
ions, exchanging a crop this year of overtwenty millions by transfer 
ring it or a large proportion of it in exchange for domestic supplies. 

| wish to say to my Republican friends that I picked up a very influ- 
ential Republican paper this morning, and my eye fell first upon a 
leading editorial predicated upon what [ am about to read, namely, a 
plank of the national platform upon which we went io the people at 
the last Presidential clection, and upon which we elected our President 
and Vice-President: 


Weaflirm the belief, avowed in 1876, that the duties levied for the purpose of 


revenue should so discriminate as to favor American labor, 


Sir, you propose to discriminate so as to favor cooly or slave labor on | 
the one hand and the refining interest, that is a mere monopoly, on the 


other. 


Let me show you something else. [| took pains to go into the Secre- 


tary’s oflice, and with some effort I succeeded in procuring and analyz- 


ing to some extent the various petitions that have been offered in this 
hody for the past eight or ten days in regard to the matter of reducing 
the duty onsugar, and I believe that what is true of the petitions ofiered 
in the Senate is true as to the petitions offered in the House. Here are 
a few samples, all the same heading and printed in the same type. | 
will read one of them: 

The undersigned, believing, as consumers, that the article of sugar is through 
us made to pay a much larger portion of the revenee from tariff than is just, 
hereby earnestly petition for a material reduction in the duty on said article. 

Here are petitions from four States, taken promiscuously, with pre- 
cisely thesame type and heading, nd in every instance—and | took pains 
to inquire of members of the House and of Senators—headed by large 
dealers of sugar, in the interest of retiners. I venture to say that you 
can not find a petition on our table that is not headed by these sugar 
dealers, I have not been able to find one, and the Secretary told me 


these were all that had been presented in the Senate, including those | 


presented by the Senator from Hlinois [Mr. LoGAN] last night. 

I sent to the House and inquired of Mr. ALDRICH, one of the mem- 
bers from Chicago, and he tells me that the house of 8S. Raymond, head- 
ing the petition trom Chicago, is one of the largest sugar dealers in Chi 
cago; they head the paper, and some of the signatures are written by 
the same ink. This holds good as to all the others. Here are Mason 
&Co., of Michigan. If the Senator from Michigan [ Mr. Concer] will 
inspect this petition he will see the name. I am told that several peti- 
tions are headed by the largest merchants and sugar dealers in the town 
from which the petition comes. 

These petitions, of which I have bundles here, are all drawn in the 
same manner and are of the same size. They are sent here from ditfer- 
ent States, as though they came spontaneously from the people. Putting 
these petitions side by side with the following letter from Boston, ad- 
dressed to the delegation from Louisiana, shows clearly the origin of this 
movement to be with the refiners, who desire to reduce the rate of duty 
on low grades of sugar. 


Boston, January 18, 1883 


Drar Str: In consequence of the statement circulated in Washington that | 


the Eastern refiners have joined with the Louisiana planters in asking fora high 

rate of duty on sugar, we, the undersigned, representing the entire refining 

interest in this city, and paying to Government Ye $6,000,000 to $7,000,000 per 

annum in duties, hereby emphatically declare that we have entered into no such 

ee, and that we earnestly urge a large reduction in the duty on the ar- 
ie, 


STANDARD SvuGar REFINERY, 
By J. B. THOMAS, President. 
Boston SUGAR REFINING Comrany 
By N. P. HAMLEN, President. 
CONTINENTAL SUGAR REFINERY, 
By EDWARD WHITNEY, President 
REVERE SvuGAR REFINERY, 
By NASH, SPAULDING & CO. 
BAY STATE SUGAR REFINING COMPANY 


By F. G. TURNER, Treasurer, 
To Hon. W. P. KELLoGG, 
States Senator from Louisiana, Washington. 
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Senators will recollect the document sent here by the refiners and 
| placed upon the table of every member of the Senate, and I doubt not 


every member of the House, containing a letter from one of the Tariff 
Commissioners. It is printed, asSenators will see, on fine paper in large 
clear type. It says: 

The people by petitions covering tens of thousands of names, demand t 


duction. This demand must be granted 
There it is in great capitals, and the petitions referred to ave those that 


come in here with the same heading and the same pape? 


, CTA any 
from the same source, all of the same size, and in every instance headed 
| by large dealers in refined sugars in such cities as Chicago, and thes 


petitioners talk about being actuated by a desire to serve the consumers 
If it be true that ninety-cight hundredths, or thereabout, of all the 
sugar imported into this country during the last ten years or more 
is below No. 13 Dutch standard, and all that is produced in this coun 
try, sugar that we are interested in, being below No. 13 Dutch stand 
ard, which brings to the planter an average price of 5) cents only per 
pound, and if only two-hundredths of all the sugar imported into this 
country is of that class of sugar which comes trom refiners and goes upon 
your table, ask you where the discrimination is? The Committee on 
Finance, as the Senator from Kentucky says, have reduced the tavitl’sidk 
by side as to the sugar below No. 13 Dutch standard and that which she 
| reliner produces, and leave the retiner and the producer side by sid 
they were before, with each a reduced tariff. Lassert, and there is not a 
man in the Senate who can deny it suecesstully, that the duty imposed 
by the bill, especially by the amendment proposed by the Senator from 
Vermont, is still practically, even under the reduction proposed by the 
Finance Conmnittee, a prohibitory duty on all that class of sugar which 
| is produced by the refiner 


us 


rhe reduction proposed, while it works a hardship to the home pro 
ducer, does not injure but rather benefits the retiner. 

1 do not desire especially te make war upon the refiner, but 1 do not 
propose to sit quietly and see them urge a reduction of duty upon a 
class of sugar produced by home agricultural labor while the duty on 
other sugars still remains practically prohibitory 

Mr. SHERMAN. ‘The statement made by the Senator trom Louisi 
ana just now is an extraordinary one. Hle complains that the Finance 
Committee have not given to the sugar producers a fair degree of pro 
tection, and have discriminated in favor of the refiner 

Mr. KELLOGG. Ido notsaythat; [simply say they do not give usa 
degree of fair protection in proportion to the general reduction 


Lsay there 
has always been a discrimination, and you keep up the discrimination, in 
favor of the refiners, as shown by the tact that there is no importation ot 
thatarticle which comes in competition with the refiners, that which goes 
upon our tables, while there is a large consumption, ninety-nine hui 
dredths, nearly, of all that comes being below 13 Dutch standard 

Mr. SHERMAN. I again repeat that the Senator from Louisiana 
charges the Committee on Appropriations with making a discrimination 
in the application of the doctrine of protection in favor of the su 
finers as against the sugar producers. ‘T] 


ie 


\ 
NO 


rere 
Senator from Indiana { Mi 
VOORHEES] charges that the committee of which he is : 
duly favored the refiners in this proposition of the committe My 
friend trom Rhode Island [Mr. ALDricu] on the other hand complains 
that in the proposition we have made we have done injustice to the 
higher grades at the sacrifice of the lower grades, and that we have 
made the advance in the 
been named. 

Mr. President, this simple tigures as can be got from 
| a table in arithmetic. We propose on the lowest grade of sugar known, 
measured by the polariscope at 75, and under No. 7 Dutch standard, a 
rate of 1} cents a pound. No man can deny that that is a protectiv: 
tariff to the extent of 22 percent. My friend from Rhode Island in 

sists that it is 40 per cent Is not 40 per cent. enough to protect a raw 
| product like sugar? I say it is only 32 per cent., but I come to the 
| computation by a different mode of caleulation. Suppose it to be 32 

or suppose it to be 40, is not that enough? If it is not enough, then 
let Senators show that it is less than the ordinary protection extended 
to other like articles; let them propose to raise it, say, to 35, preserving 
all the time specific duties so as to avoid fraud, and [ shall vote with 
them with the greatest pleasure. 

Indeed, I wish te give to the sugar producers of this country the 
same measure of justice, the same measure of protection that | giv 
| to the producers of iron, steel, and other things, in Ohio. I wish to 
give to the labor employed in this industry in Louisiana that protection 
which I would give to any other labor in any other part of our coun 
try, so that the people engaged in this production can give to the labor 
employed reasonable and fair wages, not tested by the wages paid in 
other lands but tested by our American ideas of fair wages 
| the only rule I know to go by. 
| on Finance have been right. 

As to the centroversy between the refiner and producer, that is again 
| a simple matter of figures. On the lowest grade we fix the duty at 1 
cents a pound, and on No 13 we fix it at 2 cents, the gradations rising 
| at five-hundredths of a cent per degree by the polariscope. When it 
| reaches 91 at 13 Dutch standard the tax becomes 2 cents a pound, or S? 

on ahundred pounds. That is a slow and gradual advance, 


tinember ut 


rate too high by a fraction which has already 


Is ik Matter ot as 


That is 
I say tested by that rule the Committee 


is We 
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derstand, in degree according to the increased value of the sugar from 
grade to grade. 

If that is not correct, it is a simple matter of figures and that is the 
only question between the Senator from Rhode Islandandme. He says 
that the proper proportion of increase is four-hundredths, I say it is five- 
hundredths. ‘TheSenate can decide that matter very easily by a vote, 
and I shall acquiesce. If his amendment is adopted, then No. 13 Dutch 
standard will come in at 1.85 cents, if lcompute correctly. If the com- 
mittee amendment prevails, No. 13 Dutch standard will be at 2 to 2.05 
cents, according to the degree of saccharine strength tested by the polar- 
iscope. That is a question that the Senate might easily decide without 
debating very long about. The question is between a gradation up to 
1.85 or a gradation up to 2.05, the Finance Committee proposing the 
gradation a little more than the Senator from Rhode Island. 

Now, astothe refiner; itis said that we discriminate against the refiner. 
If there is any doubt upon this question I think the doubt is that we 
have discriminated against the refiner, because when we come to fix the 
next grade of tax at No. 16 Dutch standard of color the duty is 2.65 
cents. Thatisonly a difference of about 60 cents on the hundred pounds 
between No. 13 Dutch standard, which must be refined, and all the 
lower grades, which must be refined in order to be used in the common 
American family, and the higher numbers. We only allow a duty of 
60 centsa hundred pounds for the difference. At first I had somedoubt 
about whether that was enough to give to the refiner the same character 
of discrimination, the same protection to his labor in advancing the value 
of these grades up to the increased rate of No. 16, but upon full exami- 
nation it was believed by the Committee on Finance of the Senate that 
that was a just rate, and so we fixed it in justice to the refiner. It 
does not interfere with the production of our home producer, because 
his grade is mostly under No. 13 Dutch standard. 

But we have fixed this rate with a view that the brown sugars of 
Cuba and other countries where the centrifugal process is used may be 
brought into this country without going through the refinery, and be 
brought on to the ordinary table of theconsumer. That wasthe idea, to 
make a healthy competition between the improved process for the manu- 
facturer of sugar in foreign countries and the production of our refineries, 
and therefore we have reduced the rates on the higher grades of sugar. 
I was surprised when I heard the Senator from Indiana, a member of 
the Finance Committee, say that we had not made a corresponding re- 
duction. Why, sir, this proposition which I hold in my hand makes 
a reduction on No. 16 to No. 20 Dutch standard of 91 cents on the 
hundred pounds, and on sugars above No. 20 Dutch standard $1.35 
per hundred pounds reduction from the present rate. 

If the Senate think they can from the examination they are able to 
give to this question make a more careful gradation of these specific 
duties than we have done, let them try it and I shall be perfectly con- 
tent with what they do. 

Something was said last night by the Senator from Alabama [Mr. 
MorGAN ] and the Senator from Maine [Mr. Fryer] about the polari- 
scope. LI hold in my hand extracts from the testimony taken before the 
Tariff Commission, not of officers of the Government, because they for 
a long time have been known to be in favor of the polariscope test, but 
of importers and refiners, the very men whose devious ways, as I thought, 
reduced the income of the Government $3,000,000 a year. I have the 
testimony of the ablest and strongest and most influential of these men 
as to the best mode of testing the saccharine strength of sugar. Here 
is the testimony of Danford Knowlton, who isa very well-known gentle- 
man: 

Question, You mentioned a certain order of Secretary Sherman; were youan 
importer of sugar when that order was in force at the custom-house ? 

Answer, Yes, sir. 


2. cuey have a good many sugars tested by the polariscope ? 
A. Yes, sir. 

Q. The merchants have them tested by the polariscope after they have been 
tested by the custom-house ? 

A. Yes, sir; they do. 

Q. Are those tests about the same? 

A. Lam much obli to you for asking that question, because I wish to exon- 
erate the officers of the Government so far asI can, In all our experience (and 
I have been an importer of sugar since 1852) under the order of Mr. Sherman, our 
— has never varied from that of the custem-house more than one-half ofa 
point. 

Q. You mean that your test corresponded with the test of the Government 
officers always within one-half of one point? 

A. Yes. Wefoundthem invariably as correct as any tests made by merchants, 
and there is no reason why the Government can not have as good employés as 
the merchants, and lam very happy to bear testimony to those gentlemen for 
their fidelity so far as I know them. Two or three instances have occurred in 
which T asked them to retest, but that has been caused simply from their gettin 
a samplea little too good, not taking an average sample, and so their test exceedec 
ours a little. In those instances we have asked them to retest, and very 
quently they have found ours was correct and have corrected their return. 


Where there was a variance as to the sample furnished Mr. Gustav 
Schwab says: 


I would like to eall the attention of the Commission to the fact that the use of 
the polariscope is the very best known means of determining the qualities of 
sugar. It is agknowledged to be very accurate indeed, The differences which 
have occurred between the importer and the Government in the result of the 
analyses by a poteetocms are caused by the sampling. 

Question. fou accept the polariscope as being as nearly cumaiete and per- 
fect an instrysent as can be made to test the value of sugar, provided the same 
sumple can bé used in both instances by the Government and by the importer? 

Anawer,. Ya, sir. 

«2. What does the trade generally use in testing the value of sugars? 
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A. The first thing is to have the sample drawn and tested by the 
by some recognized chemist connected with these " 
“ae else but i ae. . 

. Do you not think that an instrument in use (as you admi : 
is) as a tester of sugars between the buyer and seller all Bo ded prlarieco * 
is an instrument that could well be ag by the Government? se 

A. Yes, sir; as an instrument, certainly. I think ita safe instrument to aq, pt 


Here is John Dymond, also engaged in the same business: 


In the matter of classing sugars for the levying duties thereon, it js ant 
puted fact admitted by all those who import, refine, or sell sugars, that all — 
imported for refining, are, without exception, bought and sold on their, _— 
scope test as the chief means of determining their value. potent 


This man, a refiner, says that all who buy or sell deal on the }; 
of the polariscope test. 


Again, all sugars sold for consumption, whether refined or plantation suc 
are invariably sold on their color. Thus two general methods of determining 
values are now resorted to, the one for sugars to be refined, the other for ome 
going into consumption. As at present practically no sugars below Ny 13 
Dutch standard in color go into direct consumption, we would respectfully sue. 
gest that in classing sugars for the levying of duties thereon, you class q)] curare 
not above No. 13 Dutch standard in color by the polariscope, with re rard t 
the percentage of cane sugar they contain, and that you class all sugars abov : 
No. 13 Dutch Standard in color by the Dutch standard of color. . 


That is the very rule which has been adopted. Then again he says. 


Aside from the universal commercial use of the polariscope in this country it 
is the means adopted by the French Government for determining the duties or 
taxes on sugarthere. It is used throughout Europe in determining the condi. 
tion and value of beet-juice, while the beets are growing, and in every process 
in their subsequent manu ure. It is now largely used in Louisiana for the 
same purpose, i. ¢., to determine the condition of the sugar-cane, and the condi- 
tion and value of cane-juice at each of its manufacture into sugar, and to 
determine the condition of sugar-cane in respect to its value for the preservation 
for seed. The use of the polariscope in the sugar industry is now universal jy 
all civilized countries, and is universally recognized as the best commercial! test 
of the intrinsic value of sugars. 


We were reminded by the Senator from Maine last night that the 
Senate voted just exactly the opposite last session. That only tends to 
show whether the Senate is most to be relied upon or the universal 
custom of merchants on this question of the polariscope. 

I will read further. I see here the testimony of Mr. H. 0. Have- 
meyer, who is well known as probably the largest of all the refiners of 
sugar. He says: 

All difficulty will be obviated if the Government in framing legislation wil! 
take lessons from the methods employed under similar circumstances by those 
engaged in the business, who have been taught by experience. Sugars di(fer 
in quality and value, Dealers have been compelled to find a convenient, prac 
tical, and reliable test for determining quality. The course invariably pursued 
and with sure results is, for sugars above No. 13 Dutch Standard, to apply the 
color test, and for all other sugars to use the polariscope. 

Question. In importing sugars, how do you test them? 

Answer. By the polariscope. 

Q. Do you use that test exclusively? 

A. Almost exclusively. Color has some weight with us in the purchase of 
sugar. 

q. Is there any reason, so far as you know, why the Government should not 
use the polariscope in making its test of sugar? 

A. No, sir; I know of no reason why it should not. In fact our experience i: 
regard to Government tests by the polariscope, during Secretary Sherman's ad 
ministration of the Treasury Department, established to our satisfaction th 
fact of its ability to determine the saccharine strength of sugar. 

Q. When the Government test by the polariscope was applicd to your sugar 
did it vary materially from your own test of the same sugar? 

A. No, sir. 

Q. Did it vary at all? 

A. Well, perhaps sometimes, one-half of 1 per cent.,and then a resampling 
generally resulted in an approximate test. 

Q. Is not the polariscope generally used in England in determining the true 
value of sugars? 

A. Yes, sir. 

Q. Is it not also used in determining their value in France? 

A. Yes, sir; andin Germany, Russia, and Austria. 

Q. And even in Holland, where the Dutch standard was established ? 

A. Yes, sir. : 

Q. Does not the Governmentof France use the polariscope as a proper test of 
the value of sugars in levying its duties and allowing the drawback ° 

A. Yes, sir; I believe it does. 

Here is also the testimony of E. D. Morgan & Co., Mr. Morgan hav- 
ing been formerly a member of this body: 

We have read the statement of Danford Knowlton, esq., made to the com- 
mission in regard to sugar, and we to say that we concur in the views ex- 
pressed by him as to the best method for the collection of revenue on sugars, 
namely, by the use of the polariscope ; and we would add that we have found 
the Government test (under Secretary Sherman's circular order) of our importa: 
tions were almost identically the same as those made by our own testers. 

The existing tariff works great injustice to the great mass of the sugar pro- 
ducers of the world, inasmuch as it discriminates inst all low grades and in 
favor of the higher grades. The use of the polariscope, as suggested by Mr 
Knowlton, would place all grades of sugar on a parity, and would greatly bene- 
fit umers and refiners, and at the same time would incidentally afford better 
paslection to the producers of sugar in this country. 


I have read these extracts in order to show that the polariscope test 
as a test for all sugars up to No. 13 Dutch standard is one of those te- 
markable and peculiar instruments like the barometer, the thermom 
eter, and many other instruments of science which have been brought 
into practical use and are applied day by day, and yet il you ask the 
philosophy of them no man in the Senate can tell what it is. The 
Senator from Alabama last night wanted us to describe this instr 
ment. 

Mr. MORGAN. Allow me to ask a question. If the polariseope 
a good test up to No. 13 Dutch standard, why is it not an equally goo! 
test above that? 

Mr. SHERMAN. 
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roaches No. 13 Dutch standard approaches nearly as high a saccharine 
strength as when it is refined. The chief value of it beyond this grade 
is in its appearance, its quality for table use because of the taste and | 
extravagance of our people. The brown sugar of No. Lor 14 Dutch 
standard, made by the centrifugal process in “¢ ‘uba or in our own coun- 
try, is strong, good sugar for table use; but the American people want 
white sugar. They do not buy sugar beyond certain grades for its 
saccharine stre ngth, but for its color, its appearance, its grade, its qual- 
ity. There is the difference. Up to No. 13 Dutch standard the polari- 
scope is an invariable test. Above that the market value is regulated 
by color, and we simply in this bill follow the market value. 

Mr. MORG AN. How does the Senator determine in his proposed 
amendment whether sugars are above or below No. 13 Dutch standard? 

Mr. SHERMAN. By the color test? 

Mr. MORGAN. Does the Senator think the color test is an honest, 
{air test ? 

Mr. SHERMAN. Above No. 13, yes. 

Mr. MORGAN. How do you find out whether sugar is up to 13 or 
above it by that test if it is not honest below it? 

Mr. SHERMAN. It is very easy to tell the difference. 

Mr. MORGAN. By the eye? 

Mr. SHERMAN. By the eye and also by the polariscope test. If 
the Senator could see these various grades in bottles he could see exactly 
the dividing line, as everybody else can. I suppose the Senator from 
Louisiana knows far more about it than I do. 

Mr. JONAS. 
it is not possible to discolor or artificially color sugars above No. 13? 

Mr. SHERMAN. Upon that very point I was myself in favor of 
raising the polariscope test up to No. 16. 

Mr. JONAS. That was the first report. 

Mr. SHERMAN. Yes, we firstreported it so, but we became satistied 
trom the statements of men engaged in the business, and from the state- 
ments of our officers, that the true dividing line was No. 13, and we 
changed it after full reflection and without a division among ourselves 
after hearing the various arguments pro and con. 

I say, then, Mr. President, that this subject has been carefully exam- 
ined by the Committee on Finance, and I hope their action will be 
agreed to, as I believe it is absolutely just and right. 

Mr. KELLOGG. Now, Mr. President, I should like the attention 
of Senators for a moment. 
remarks by saying that the Senator from Indiana, 
Committee on Finance, and myself had made an unjust criticism upon 
the action of the Committee on Finance in this, that they asserted that 
there had been a discrimination made in favor of the refiner against 
the producer. Now, figures will not lie. Under the present rate of 
duty—and I ask the attention now of the Senator from Rhode Island 
and the Senator from Ohio—under the present tariff on certain lower 
grades, or rather on sirups, meladas, &e., the duty amounts to 1{ cents 
per pound. 


Mr. SHERMAN. No; there is the error with which the Senator | 


commences. The present rate of duty on the very lowest grade of sugar 


is 2;'5 cents per pound. ALDRICH] to the amendment of the Senator from Vermont [ Mr. Mor 
Mr. KELLOGG. Iam speaking now of tank-bottom, of sirup, and | RILL], upon which the yeas and nays have been ordered. ‘he amend 
sugar-cane juice, melada, &c. | ment will be reported. 
Mr. SHERMAN. That is tank-bottom. | The ACTING SECRETARY. In line 11 of the amendment it is pr 
Mr. KELLOGG. Of course. Now, I ask whether I am right in | posed to strike out ‘‘five’’ and insert ‘‘ four,’’ so as to read ‘‘ four on 
saying that the duty is 1{ cents per pound ‘ x | hundredths of a cent per pound additional.”’ . 
Mr. SHERMAN. Yes, sir. | Mr. MORRILL. A ar word. I trust that we shall not adopt 
Mr. KELLOGG. Which is equivalent to 56.69 per cent. ad valorem. | this. We shall be all out at sea and every other provision in the 
Mr. SHERMAN. So it is computed. | in relation to sugars will have to be chan red. I think the Commi 
Mr. KELLOGG. Then on Dutch standard in color not above No. 7 | on Finance have done justice to the Government and 't » the interest 
the duty is 2;'; cents per pound, or equivalent to 58.38 per cent. ad | involved in the subject 1 y the proposition we have mad I trust, 
valorem. Is that right ? therefore, that no amendment to it will be accepted 
Mr. SHERMAN. Yes. | Mr. ALDRICH. I will very briefly restate the reasons why I think 
Mr. KELLOGG. On the next grade the duty is 2} cents per pound, | this amendment should be adopted. If it is adopted it still leaves an 
or 54.27 per cent. ad valorem, and on the next, above No. 10 and not | ad valorem duty upon sugar of 42 per cent 
above No. 13, it is 3 cents. It is the duties on not above No.7 and not} Mr. MORRILL. Not on the foreign valu 
above No. 10 and above No. 10 and not above No. 13 that specially | Mr. ALDRICH. On the foreign valuation 42 per cent., and at least 
concern the Louisiana planter. The one is equivalent to 54.27 ad va- 10 per cent. on the home valuation. If the proposition of the Com 
lorem, and the other is 57.12. } mittee on Finance is adopted it will still leave 2 duty on sugar of about 
Now pass on to the grade of sugars that the refiners are interested in. | 45 or 46 per cent. ad v: alor em—a larger rate ot duties than the gentle 
There was imported last year a little over 54,000 pounds, on which the men on the other side have been willi: » fur to give to the highest 
duty is 3, cents per pound, equivalent to 74.54 per cent. ad valorem; | class of manufactured artich We have a redundant revenu 
that is, on all sugars above No. 13 (the line of demarkation) and not Mr. KELLOGG Wha it is the rat to pottery, glass-ware, &c. ? 
above No. 16, and on all sugars above No. 16 and not above No. 20 | What is the average rate? 
Dutch standard, the present rate of duty is 4;); cents per pound,| Mr. ALDRICH “4 he aver in that schedule is about that rate 
which is equivalent to an ad valorem of 65.23 per cent. The next rate Mr. KELLOGG. Sixty per cent 
of duty above No. 20 Dutch standard, including refined, loaf, lump, Mr. ALDRICH. That is an exceptic rticle in the bill. Wehave 
crushed, powdered, and granulated sugar, such as are used on the a redundant revenu Phere has been from the other side of the Cham 
tables of the people generally throughout the country, is 5 cents per j ber and from this side a constant ery f reduction of taxation. The 
pound, or equivalent to an ad valorem of 60.91 per cent. | ntlemen on the other side have reminded us that the verdict of th 
Now, sir, here there is a discrimination certainly in favor of the re- | people at the clections last fall was in favor ofa reduction of taxation. It 
finer. The committee are so anxious not to discriminate against the | isconceded on all hands that our revenue is very much too large. Now, 
refiner that they come into the Senate a an —— increasing | where is there an article in the whole dutiable list that we can reduce 
the duty on refined sugar over the Senate bill. They : anxious to | so well upon as sugar, an article which is used in « very family in t 
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If the Senator will permit me, I will ask him whether | 


The Senator from Ohio started out in his | 
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| do nothing that may tend to bring misfortune to these capitalists, these 

refiners, by discrimin: iting a hair’s a in favor ot the honest labor 
ers of the South, the tillers of fae soil, and against these capitalists and 
refiners. They are so — r thi it they go into their room and ineu- 
| bate and bring in solem another amendment looking to a change in 
| the interest of refiners alon 


Let us see how. they leave it and what it 


fore they brought in 


| that amendment. Let us sce the proposed tariif Chey have not com 
| puted it and they do not agree, but it would amount, say, to about 45 
| per cc nt. ad valorem upon sugar below No. 13 Dutch standard. Now, 
| let us see what it is to refiners. Without the addition proposed by this 


|} amendment it amounts to 70.48 per cent 
and not above 16; and on all suga 
per cent; on all sugar above No. 16 


all sugar above No. 13 
above 1 ind not above 16, 60.20 


and not above No. 20 Dutch stand 











ard, 51.77 per cent.; on all sugars above No. 20 Dut ch standard the 
| duty is in every instance 5 cents Phe it ad valorem rate is 
| 6O.91. 
| Now, sir, notice the difference between the ad valorem equivalent of 
| 45 for sugar below No. 13 and of 65.23, 74.54. or even 60 91, the ad 
| valorem equivalent in the interest of the refiner, and still they propose 
| to give still further discrimination in favor of the refine) 
If the Senator from Rhode Island, who sa Lam not correct in mv 
statement, will set me right, I shall be much obliged to him 
Mr. ALDRICH. I think I can set the Senator right in a few min 
utes. He is criticising the report of the Tariff Commission 
Mr. KELLOGG. Of course I am, but the discrimination is propor 
| tionately the same. I take the present rate o f duty and ad valorem 


| equiv: lent as to sugar below No. 13 and above 16, and 20, or refined sugar 
and that as proposed by the Tariff Commission, and you have only to 
reduce the duty and ad valorem equivalent in each case to show the same 
proportionate discrimination in favor of the refiner 

Mr. ALDRICH. The report of the Bureau of Statistics from which 
the Senator has read makes the unit of value of sugars trom No. 13 to 
16, 4.61 cents a pound; if makes the same unit of value of sugars from 
No. 7 to No. 10, evidently an error probably occurring in this way that 
these sugars were parts of cargoes imported as below No. 10 in color, 
and when they came here they were found by the custom-house office) 
to be above No. 13 in color; but the invoice value was not changed. That 
is the reason for the large percentage shown on sugar from 13 to 16 

Now, let us see exactly what the Finance Committee have reported 
in favor of. The Senator seems to have some confusion in his mind 
That report shows a reduction of forty-five hundredths of 
pound on sugars below No. 13 Dutch standard in color. It proposes a 
reduction on from No. 15 to No. 16 of ninety-one hundredths of a cent a 
pound, or nearly twice as great a reduction on sugars from 13 to 16 as 
upon sugars below 13. It proposes from 16 to 20a reduction of ninety 
one hundredths of a cent, and above No. 


a2 cent a 


20 of 1.25 cents, the reduction 





being twice as large in that case and three times as large in the othe 
case as upon the sugars below No. 13 Dutch standard. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr. GARLAND in the chair Che 


| question is on the amendment of the Senator from Rhode Islond [M1 
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land? Only one-tenth of the amount consumed is produced in this 
country. You are obliged to pay duties upon nine-tenths of the con- 
sumption. I do not ask that this reduction shall be greater than upon 
other similar artides. I do not ask that the sugar duty shall be re- 
duced below the average upon manufactured articles, which I submit 
should be entitled to a greater amtount of protection than sugar. 


Mr. HALE. Will the Senator allow me to ask him a question just 
there? 

Mr. ALDRICH. Certainly. 

Mr. HALE. Ido not know but that the Senator has already stated 


it, but if so I have not heard it. What does he believe will be the 
reduction in the revenue if his amendment be adopted ? 

Mr. ALDRICH. It will be about 24 per cent. from the present 
revenue, 

Mr. HALE. In amount? 

Mr. ALDRICH. In amount, $11,413,960. 

Mr. HALE. And whatby thescheduleas reported by the committee? 

Mr. ALDRICH. Eight million four hundred and forty-three thou- 
sand dollars. 

Mr. MORGAN. 
ator from Vermont ? 

Mr. ALDRICH. Eight million four hundred and forty-three thou- 
sand dollars by the committee amendment, and $11,413,960 by my 
amendment. 

Mr. MORRILL. I must say that Ido not agree with the Senator 
from Rhode Island in relation to the estimate of the reduction effected 
by the amendment proposed by the committee. 

Mr. MORGAN. What is the ad valorem percentage under the 
amendment offered by the Senator from Vermont? 

Mr. ALDRICH. About 46 per cent. 

Mr. MORGAN. I understood that was the amendment of the Sena- 
tor from Rhode Island. 

Mr. ALDRICH. No; 42is mine. 

Mr. SAULSBURY. Allow me to ask the Senator from Rhode Island 
whether, while he proposes by his amendment to reduce the rate of 
percentage and also to reduce the amount of revenue derived from sugar, 
that reduction will affect at all the price of sugar that enters into the 
ordinary consumption of the people? 

Mr. ALDRICH. Most certainly it will. There can be no question 
whatever about that. Every mill of reduction that ismade in this bill 
will go to the benefit of the people of this country. 

Mr. SAULSBURY. Will notthe refiners still have the monopoly of 
the market for the sugar that goes upon the table? Is there any such 
reduction proposed in any quarter as will reduce the price of the grades 
above No. 13? 

Mr. ALDRICH, I will say in response to the inquiry of the Senator 
from Delaware that there is no monopoly in sugar refining. There can 
be no monopoly. The business at the present time is conducted by a 
small number of refiners. Why? Because the profits have been so 
small that the number has been constantly reduced. While I do not 
consider myself called upon to enter upon a special defense of thesugar 
refiners, | want to say that the price to-day of granulated sugar in New 
York is 8.56 or 83 centsapound. If youdeduct from that the estimate 
of the Treasury Department of the equivalent for the duties paid, the 
estimate being used as the basis of drawbacks which are allowed for 
sugars exported of 3.18 cents, we have a price of granulated sugar in 
this pas of 5.36 cents a pound, which is lower than the price in any 
country in the world. 

Mr. KELLOGG. That is what the refiner gets it for. 

Mr. ALDRICH. ‘That is what the price would be if we had free 
sugar. That price is three-cighths of a cent lower than inany country 
in the world. I think it due to the sugar refiners to say that these 
low prices have been produced by home competition. There has been 
a great deal of unnecessary criticism, it seems to me, of the refiners. 
They are doing a legitimate business ina legitimate way, and they are 
entitled to fair treatment at least at the hands of the Senate of the 
United States. 

Mr. JONAS. Before the vote is taken I wish to call the attention of 
Senators to the fact that the amendment of the Senator from Rhode 
{sland is intended to operate only upon the low grade of sugars below 
No. 13, that grade of sugars to which it is proposed to apply the polar- 
iscope. On that grade of sugars, such sugars as are produced in this 
country and such sugars as have been and will be imported into this 
country, he proposes to reduce the additional duty from five-hundredths 
to tour-hundredths of a cent a pound. He proposes no corresponding 
reduction on the other end of the line, and this amendment, if adopted, 
falls altogether on the producer, and not upon the refiner. 

Mr. ALDRICH. If the Senator will allow me I will now offer the 
amendment which I intended to offer if this amendment should be 
adopted, reducing the rate on from No. 13 to 16 to 2.45 cents, from 10 
to 20 to 2.75 cents, and on above 20 to 3.10 cents, or an average re- 
duction of more than one and a half cents a on grades above 13, 
— I propose to reduce about sixty-hundredths of a cent on the grades 


ow. 
Mr. JONAS. It is well enough to consider the amendment which is 


Is that under the amendment offered by the Sen- 
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Mr. ALDRICH. I offer this now, 
a part of the other amendment. 

Mr. KELLOGG. You can not do that. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The amendment can be 
formation. 

Mr. ALDRICH. I suppose I can change my own amendment. , nl 
not, before the vote is taken ? i 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. Yes, sir. . 

Mr. ALDRICH. Then I move, in reference to No. 13.and No. 16. jy 
line 16, to strike out “2.65” and insert ‘*2.45;”’ in line 18 to strike out 
‘* 3.15” and insert ‘‘2.75,” as between No. 16 and No. 20; and in line 
19, to strike out “3.65” and insert “*3.10,”’ for all above No. 20, which 
is a very much larger reduction than has been proposed at any time on 
this grade of sugar. I make it all one amendment. , 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Secretary will now report th, 
amendment to the amendment as modified by the Senator from Rho«; 
Island. 

The ACTINGSECRETARY. Inline 11itis proposed tostrikeout ‘five 
and insert ‘‘four;’’ in line 16 tostrikeout ‘‘sixty-five’’ and insert “‘ forty. 
five;’’ in line 18 to strike out “3.15” and insert ‘'2.75;” and in line 
19to strike out ‘sixty-five hundredths ’’ and insert ‘‘ten-hundredths:”” 
so as to read: 
All sugars not above No. 13 Dutch standard in color, all tank bottoms, sirups 
of cane-juice or of beet-juice, melada, concentrated melada, concrete and con- 
centrated molasses, testing by the polariscope not above 758, shall pay a duty of 


1. cents per pound, and for every additional degree or fraction of a de: 


shown by the polarisoopic test they shall pay four-hundredths of a cont per 


pound additional. 
All sugars above No. 13 Dutch standard in color shall be classified by the 
Dutch standard of color, and pay duty as follows, namely ; ’ 

All sor above No. 18 and not above No. 16 Dutch standard, 2.45 cents per 
pound, 

—> aed above No. 16 and not above No. 20 Dutch standard, 2.75 cents per 
pound. 

All sugars above No. 20 Dutch standard, 3.10 cents per pound. 


Mr. BLAIR. I wish to ask the Senator from Rhode Island a ques 
tion in regard to the operation of his amendment as amended. It now 
applies to the low grades and high grades alike. He proposes a reduc- 
tion upon both. The proposition of the committee is a reduction upon 
both. Now, comparing the two propositions, I wish to ask him which, 
upon the whole, most reduces the high-grade sugars to the consumer? 

Mr. ALDRICH. My amendment reduces the high-grade sugars mor 
than any proposition which has been made from any source. 

Mr. BLAIR. Treating both as entire propositions? 

Mr. ALDRICH. Yes, sir. 

Mr. SAULSBURY. I should like to ask the Senator from Rhod 
Island, who seems to have a good deal of information on this subject, 
what he supposes will be the effect upon the importations of sugar of th 
high grades if his amendment is adopted, whether we shall then be able 
to import in any large quantities the refined sugars? 

Mr. ALDRICH. I think we shall be able to import some sugars 
above No. 13, the duty on which I propose to reduce from the present 
rates 1.11 cents a pound on the first grade, 1.13 cents on the second 
grade, and 1.90 cents, or a reduction of nearly 2 cents a pound, on sugar 
above No. 20. 

Mr. SAULSBURY. I suggest to the Senator whether he had not 
better amend his proposition and put hisfigures so that in all probabil- 
ity there will be some importation. When I ask the question he says 
he thinks there will be some importation. That implies that he does 
not think there will be much importation, if hisamendment is adopted, 
of the higher grades of sugar. What I am aiming at is to get those 
grades of sugar which everybody uses in this country brought 1n so that 
wecan have some competition between the foreign sugarsand the sugars 
that come from our own refineries, because I am fully convinced that i! 
we are restricted to the tender merciesof the refiners, they having com- 
plete control of this market, sugars will be kept up high. What | 
want is some competition that will compel the refiners of sugar to reduce 
their prices so that everybody who has to use sugar may have some ben- 
efit from this legislation. 

Mr. FRYE. Will the Senator please inform the Senate why it is 1! 
these refiners are so powerful that sugar has gone down to 8} cents 4 


with the consent of the Senate, as 


read for in 


und now ? 
Mr. SAULSBURY. Ido not know why it has gone down. I sup- 
pose competition between refiners has some effect upon it. Perhapsthe 


production has been t. The refiners may have been able to buy 
sugar at a lower rate, which enabled them to put down the price. I do 
not know much about the sugar question, but I know this: That ae 
cording to the tables, and according to every statement made here, the 
refined sugars, the sugars above No. 13, are not imported in any con- 
siderable quantity, and I know enough about humanity to know that 
when our own — have a complete monopoly of a trade in this coun- 
try they keep up the price to the very highest line that they can. 

Mr. HOAR. I should like toask theSenatora question. 1s not now 
this business of refining sugar a business in which the profit is brought 
down almost to a hair’s breadth. 

Mr. SAULSBURY. I really do not know, and I know very little 
about the business of refining 





proposed. 


I sugar. 
Mr. FRYE. One-tighth of a cent a pound. 
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Mr. HOAR. The Senator certainly does use language according to | 


which he implies that these men are tyrants. 
Mr. SAULSBURY. I did not mean to say any such thing. 
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Mr. ALDRICH. While my amendment proposes to reduce the duty 
on sugar below No. 13 60 cents on the hundred pounds below the 
present rate, it proposes to reduce the duty on sugars above No. 13 


Mr. HOAR. He spoke of the people being exposed to their tender | 1.87 cents a pound under the present tariff, or a reduction three times 


mercies. 

Mr. SAULSBURY. I know personally nothing of any refiners. I 
am not acquainted with any refiners. They may be perfectly honest 
men, but we all know that there are many honest men in the country 
who always seek to command the very best price for their products that 
they can get. 

Mr. HOAR. But has the Senator any information which leads him 
to know that there is any possible margin of profit now existing in the 


sugar-refineries of this country which foreign competition could reduce | 


and still leave the sugar interest here? 

Mr. SAULSBURY. 
ject. I go on the general principle that where the refiners in this coun- 
try monopolize the markets of the country they can fix the price of their 
merchandise. For instance, if in any business—I do not care what it 
is—if a gentleman engaged in any business whatever has a monopoly 
of the market he can tix his own price. What I want is to have some 
competition from abroad, so that it will not be in the power of these 
refiners, if they are so disposed, to put an undue price upon the sugars 
which they refine. 

Mr. WILLIAMS. I observe that the difference between the raw 
sugar and the refined sugar is but as two to one. Then the refiner gets 
as much for refining the sugar as the planter for producing it. I can 
not believe that the simple process of purifying sugar after it is pro- 
duced from the cane is anything like the cost of the production. 

Mr. KELLOGG. If the Senator from Kentucky will permit me I 
wish to call his attention to this fact: the system of refining is to take 
the dirty matter imported as tank-bottoms, melada, cane-juice, &c., 
bring it in at the lowest rate of duty, and by a process of refining turn it 
into refined sugar and putit upon the market at 8 or 9 cents per pound. 

Mr. WILLIAMS. It strikes me as very strange that the refiners 
should get more for refining the raw material than the planter gets for 
producing it, and hence it strikes me that the effect of this is to compel 
all sugar to go through our own American refineries before it gets to the 
consumer. They are very few in number, and itis possible for that com- 
bination to establish a complete monopoly and put up the price to what 
they please. 

Mr. KELLOGG. AsTI have stated two or three times, a strong argu- 
ment is furnished by the fact that on the Pacific slope sugar that comes 
in free of duty is 9 cents per pound. 

Mr. JONAS. The amendment last offered by the Senator from Rhode 
Island of course conforms more nearly than the first amendment to the 
statement made by him; but I contend that it will not have the effect 


of cheapening or causing the importation of refined sugar at all, or of 


the class ef sugar to which his last amendment refers. Indeed, the 
Senator with frankness answered that he thought it would have the ef- 
fect of allowing some of these sugars to be imported. Now, let us look 
at thestatistics. There were imported last year of sugar not above No. 
7, which is the lowest quality, 485,476,825 pounds; above No. 7 and 
not above No. 10, 1,305,991,757 pounds; above No. 10 and not above 
No. 13, which is a brown sugar, the importations were small, amount- 
ing to only 119,982,153 pounds, and the importations of refined sugar 
amounted only to 50,432 pounds. 

The amendment of the Senator from Rhode Island reduces the duty 
on raw sugars materially below the report of the Committee on Finance, 
and it reduces the duty on refined sugars correspondingly; but the im- 
portations will be, as they have been in the past, of the grade of low 
sugars such as can be imported and most profitably employed by the 
refiners. 


I here assert that if his amendment shall be adopted the importation | 


will still be in a large measure almost exclusively trom the sugars be- 
tween No. 7 and No. 10; the refiners will still control the importation; 
they will not import fine sugars at all, I believe, when they can im- 
port lower sugars more fit for their use at alower rate; and the amend- 
ment offered by the Senator does not permit the importation of refined 
sugars such as are used by the people of this country. 

Mr. ALDRICH. I understand both Senators from Louisiana favor 
the report of the Tariff Commission. 

Mr. JONAS. I will say frankly to the Senator from Rhode Island 
that I have been prepared to support the report of the Tariff Commis- 
sion as a choice of evils. I have never favored it, and was opposed to 
it from the first moment I saw it on our tables. 

Mr. ALDRICH. The Senator from Louisiana on this side of the 
Chamber [Mr. KELLOGG] has offered an amendment to substitute the 
Tariff Commission’s report for the report of the Committee on Finance. 

Mr. JONAS. Iam supporting that amendment, but I do not favor 
it as a matter of choice. 

Mr. ALDRICH. My amendment proposes to reduce the duties on 
sugars above No. 13 20 cents per hundred pounds below the rate fixed 
by the TariffCommission, and it proposes to reduce the duties onsugars 
above No. 13 fully 1 cent a pound—— 

Mr. JONAS. None of those sugars will be imported; the duty re- 
mains practically prohibitory. 


| aS great on sugars above 13 as belo¥ 


I have but very little information on the sub- | 


V13 


reduction will permit the importa 


+ 


| Mr. JONAS. I ask last 
tion of refined sugar 
Mr. ALDRICH. I have already said that I thought it would to some 
extent. Ido not want an amendment adopted that will transfer the 
sugar-refining business of this country to Canada or Eneland: and if 
| the Senators expect me to offer an amendment of that kind they will 


if that 


2 





be disappointed. I have no intention of offering such an amendment. 
Mr. KELLOGG. Do you want to transfer the producing interest to 
| the West India Islands? 
Mr. ALDRICH. I want to transier the producing interest, if it 
| can not live here at 42 per cent. protection, to some place where it « 
|} Mr. KELLOGG. Then why are you not willing to reduce thedutie 
on refined sugar so that if the refiners can not sell to the Senator from 
| Illinois or to you for 5 cents instead of 8, you may gosomewhere where 
you can obtain it for that? 
| Mr. ALDRICH. I do not want a prohibitory rate of « on grad 
| sugar. I have not proposed any. I have only proposed as near as | 
| could a specific rate on sugar above No. 13 equivalent to 40 per cent 
pad valorem. I propose a much lower rate than the Senator from Louisi 
| ana has himself proposed. 
| Mr. KELLOGG. I do not wish to be misunderstood. 1 a thre 
| Senator from Rhode Island and other Senators to understand that it is 
| not that we desire to accept the rate of the Tariff Commission as a mat 
ter of preference, but as a dernier ressort. We think it is too low he 


| present rate of tariff we think is | 
| upon that. 
| 


ow enough. We can barely subsist 
Owing to improved machinery and a better organized 
tem of labor, a better 


Sys 
m of cultivating land and greater economy, 
| we hope to be able to maintain our present status under the tariff pro 
| posed by the Tariff Commission, which is a reduction of a quarter of a 
cent a pound, and it will be as much as we can do. But the Senator 
proposes to reduce it to 2 cents, and then he says, because we propose 
to accept the rate proposed by the 


Tariff Commission, that we are in 


| favor of the Tariff Commission report, We take it asa matter of neces 

| sity. 

| Then the Senator says the Tariff Commission proposed to reduce the 
rates on fine sugar as much as on ours. Very well; but reducing ours 


| @ quarter of a cent greatly injures us, while reducing that of the refiners 
| a quarter makes no difference to them, because the Senator knows, and 
I think as a candid man he will admit, that it will not make a particle 
of difference as to refined sugar being imported, because there will not 
| be any imported under the proposed rate of duty. While are in 
| jured, the refiner is not injured to any considerable extent, but he is 
able to hold the market in his hands absolutely and grind the producer 
and the consumer between the upper and nether mill-stone. 

I have referred to the case of California; and why is it that these gen 
| tlemen are pouring in petitions upon us? Why are they sending us 
| letters? Why do they want to have the duty reduced? They are 
| willing to stand a reduction themselves of one-fourth of a eent or one 
| half of a cent if they can only get down the rate on Louisiana sugar. 
| Why? Because they know that when they run it down they prostrate 
| the Louisiana producer, and they look to the importation of the prod- 
| uct of slave labor under a reduced r of tarilf, knowing that the 
| more sugar they bring in under the lower rate the better for them 
| They can bring in the low grades, turn them into refined sugar, and 

compete against the world even upon the rate of duty proposed by the 
| Finance Committee or by the amendment ef the Senator from Rhode 
| Island. 
The duty as proposed on refined sugar is practically prohibition 
| There will be no more imported than there was last year, when about 
54,009 pounds came in, against nearly a billion and a half pounds of 
that which was below No. 13, or of the same class as is produced by the 
| Louisiana planter. 
Mr. BAYARD. Mr. President, this question of the sugar duties is 
| exceedingly intricate; it is exceedingly important, and there are many 
| obscurities connected with the subject which are very difficult to solve 
with entire satisfaction. Those who are engaged in refining sugars dif 
fer among themselves; as to those who are engaged in producing sugars, 
the variations are still greater; but one thing is certain, that our duty 
| is to so arrange this matter that justice shall be done to both, and also 
| to the consumer and to the Government, whose revenues we are provid- 

ing for. 

There has been, I may say, a great deal of ability expended upon this 
subject. A great deal of research and accuracy has been shown in the 
course of this debate by different gentlemen who have examined the 
subject; a great deal of information has been given to the public on 
each side of this question. About a year ago there was published by 
aman eminent in this country for his character and his capacity a ré- 
sumé of this entire sugar question, and astatement was then made from 
what I will call the importers’ and refiners’ standpoint, which shows 
that they have progressed in their demands a little since that statement 
| was made. It was called ‘‘the Boston plan,’’ being first a deduction 
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from the various schemes and plans for obtaining a true basis for the 
calculation of sugar duties, and then a fair scale of duties upon that 
plan. 


This plan, which originated with a committee of the Boston trade, and has 
been indorsed by nearly every promiygnt importer and refiner of sugars in that 
city, as well as by a full meeting of th® importers and refiners of sugar held in 
New York, April 18, 1878, proposes to make the test of the polariscope the sole 
basis for classifying and assessing the duties on all raw sugars the grades of 
which are not above No. 13 Dutch standard, it being assumed that all sugars 
below No. 13 in color must be refined before being fit for consumption. 


I may pause here and say that is an accepted fact all around, and it 
is the basis of the conclusion of the Committee on Finance, speaking 
through their organ, the chairman of that committee. 

Now, to go on with the Boston plan: 

It commences in the first instance with a duty of 1.75 cents per pound on all 
sugars not above No, 13 Dutch standard in color and testing by the polariscope 
not above 75° in saccharine strength. 

This proposition is to test the sugar by colorup to No. 13, but also by 
the polariscope above 75° of saccharine strength, not at 1.75 cents, as 
here stated, but at 1.25now, areductionof one-half of a cent per pound, 
and for every additional degree or fraction of degree, says the propo- 
sition now before the Senate, shown by the polariscope test above 75° 
they shall pay five-hundredths of a cent per pound additional. 

‘The Boston plan says: 

On all sugars testing bythe polariscope above 75° in saccharine strength it is 
further proposed to levy a uniform increase of tariff of five one-hundredths of a 
cent per pound (equivalent to 5cents per one hundred pounds) for each degree up 
to 99°; and arranged in the form of a table the specific rates of duty accordin 
to this system, for each degree of saccharine strength between 75 and 99, woul 
appear as follows. 

Then follows the calculation of the degrees of saccharine strength 
apportioned to that rate of duty. This was then the Boston plan; this 
was then the plan of the importers and the refiners. I merely wish to 
say now that the proposition of the Committee on Finance is to them 
infinitely more favorable than that which they settled upon for them- 
selves. It is between this conflict of opinion upon one side and the 
other that there must be a fair middle ground, which for myself—and 
I believe I speak for every member of the committee—we were very 
desirous to reach. It is my judgment, hearing all sides of this ques- 
tion, holding myself as open as a judge would upon the bench to de- 
cide the case entirely according to the weight of testimony and the 
equity of interest, that the proposition of the Senate Finance Commit- 
tee is about as fair and about as safe as any medium that we can reach. 
With that view I shall vote against the amendment of the Senator from 
Rhode Island. I shall vote to sustain the proposition of the committee, 
and I commend to the friends of the refiners and importing trade that 
there is here an advance beyond their own proposition made with great 
care and distinctness in the statement submitted about one year ago. 

Mr. ALDRICH. Justice to the Boston refiners requires me to say 
that in a paper which I hold in my hand they distinctively say thatthe 
proposition embodied in the report of the Tariff Commission was sub- 
mitted to them by the agent of the Sugar Planters’ Association of Lou- 
isiana, and by them unanimously rejected, and they disavow any au- 
thority from any source to use their name in connection with the plan 
which is now promoted in their behalf. 

Mr. ALLISON. Mr. President, the Senator from Delaware [Mr. 
BAYARD] has alluded to the suggestions made by the Boston refiners 
in 1878, 

Mr. BAYARD. No, this was submitted long subsequent to that, 
butin giving the history of the Boston plan reference was made to what 
was done in 1878. 

Mr. ALLISON. The real point at that time, as I understand, was 
the use of the polariscope as a means of testing the value of sugar. In 
1878, instead of having a surplus revenue we were having a greatly 
diminished revenue from imports. In 1875, 1876, 1877, and 1878 we 
had no surplus revenue, and of course it was not in contemplation at 
that time to reduce taxes. The rate of duty there proposed beginning 
at $1.75 per hundred pounds would not diminish the sugar duties one 
dollar torday. Therefore I take it for granted that those who made that 
schedule in 1878 were making it not with a view of diminishing the 
revenue, but for the purpose of acquiring a more just method of collect- 
ing the duties upon sugar. 

Mr. HOAR. Thereby increasing the revenue. 

Mr. ALLISON. Possibly thereby increasing it. 1 think, beginning 
at 1.75 cents a pound, that plan would actually increase the revenues 
trom sugar beyond what they are this year. Now, the present oppor- 
tunity is for the reduction of taxes; and while I feel a desire to do 
whatever I can to promote the interests of sugar-planting in this coun- 
try where it is possible to produce sugar, while I am unwilling also to 
shut down or strike down the sugar-refiners in this country for the ben- 
efit of refiners in other countries, yet, representing neither producers 
nor refiners, but representing an interest which requires, as we all rep- 
resent an interest which requires, the reduction of taxation, I feel my- 
self compelled to vote for a measure of reduction with reference to sugar 
that will reduce the price of sugar to the consumers. 

My inclination is, notwithstanding the statements made by the Sen- 
tor from Delaware and the chairman of the Committee on Finance, to 
support the amendment of the Senator from Rhode Island, although I 
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did agree to the proposition made by the Finance Committee. 
regard as a fair and just proposition. But the proposition of t 
mittee on Finance is fora substantial reduction of the revenues deriy d 
from sugar, and therefore it is in the interest of the reduction of at 
tion; and while it may bear hard on my friends in Louisiana, I doy, 
see how it is possible for us to take into account absolutely that ques 
tion and increase the prices of consumption to all people in this coun. 
try. The area in which sugar can be produced is naturally a limited 
area, and I have the opinion that the reduction proposed here wil] po 
operate so harshly upon Louisiana as her Senators anticipate. T)e, 
may have for a year or twono increase of their production; but I think 
the production of sugar will go on in this country even with a reduced 
rate of duty, as the consumption is constantly increasing in every ¢i\ 
ilized country of the globe. Great Britain is increasing her consump- 
tion of sugar; all the civilized nations of the world are increasing their 
consumption, and we shall increase our consumption, and the Louisiana 
planter will take his chances with that increaseof consumption in fur 
nishing a portion of the total production of sugar to the people of the 
United States. 

So, Mr. President, while I think the amendment of the Senator from 

thode Island is not very material, yet my inclination has rather heey 
to vote for it because it is a greater reduction than that proposed by 
the Finance Committee. 

Mr. CALL. Mr. President, admitted facts bear with them a great 
deal more force than the mere declarations of opinion. There is a {ye 
in this case which carries a great deal of force with it which can not be 
ignored, and that fact is that of about 2,000,000,000 of pounds of sugar 
in this country last year that were imported there were only 52,000 
pounds of sugar above the low grades and suitable for table use that 
were imported from foreign countries. What does that signify? The 
Senator from Rhode Island says to the country that it does not mean 
that there is a monopoly controlling $80,000,000 of the consumption of 
this people. Why not? For some reason a few men, with an impor 
tation of 2,000,000,000 of pounds of sugar, amounting to $80,000,000, 
with 52,000 pounds of the refined qualities imported, control that entin 
supply without competition. Now, a question arises whether the in 
dustry of a whole State, of an entire people, antagonistic to the men 
controlling this great monopoly of $80,000,000, shall be considered, or 
the interests of these few men. 

Why, Mr. President, what signifies it to talk of a reduction of a cent 
or 1} cents? The question is, can this industry in Louisiana live and 
prosper consistently with the interests of the consumers of this country o1 
the rate of duty proposed? Can the markets of the world be open to these 
men who control these $80,000,000 of consumption and manufactur 
these two billions pounds, on terms that are not protective of the in 
terests of the people engaged in the production in the State of Louis: 
ana and other Southern States, or Northern States that are capa- 
ble of producing sugar. The Senators from Louisiana, with statistics 
which can not be denied, exhibit the fact that the reduction of this 
duty will be injurious in a high degree, and possibly fatal, to the in- 
terests of the production in this country of the raw material. That 
ought to be a determining consideration. It assuredly will be so in 
| gard to my vote. Ifthe system of protection is to be maintained, and 
this bill proposes to maintain it, it is idle to talk of a system of duties 
which will allow a particular industry in this country engaged in t! 
manufacture of raw sugar, controlling by the returns of last year th 
entire importation and manufacture, themselves without competition, 
to open the markets of the world in competition with this industry in 
the State of Louisiana. It is idle to talk of a protective theory which 
shall admit of such an exception as this, and shall strike down the in- 
dustry of a large portion of the people and a large section of the country 

The people are not benefited by this reduction. A few individuals 
have the opportunity to combine so as to regulate and keep up the pric 
of sugar. The great combinations in commerce and exchange, in wheat 
and corn, show the possibilities and opportunities of combination be- 
tween a few men, and that with their concentrated capital they can 
control the price of any of the commodities, corn, wheat, sugar, and 
fix the price to the great mass of the people, the consumers. Under 
‘this system it may be that you may not relieve the people and giv: 
them sugar at a low price by reducing the duty. I seesome of my hon 
orable friends smiling, but when they come not to bold assertion, but 
step by step examine in the light of reason the principles of econom 
law which do not rest on declamation, but on a plain series of dedu: 
tions from ascertained facts, they will see that the proposition | hav: 
stated can not be denied. The power of combination controls the puc 
to the consumer. It is an artificial and an arbitrary one toa great cs 
tent, and the day is coming when some new and more enlightened «) 
plication of law than we have yet reached must stay the hand of ¢x« 
tion in commerce and exchange upon the consumption of the counv'y 

But, Mr. President, I merely wish to say that, representing a portion 
of the country in which this interest is now being devejoped, 1 am op 
posed to any rash and inconsiderate legislation which may strike dow» 
a large and valuable producing interest in this country without brings 
ing to the people relief in the cheapness of the price of sugar but may 
increase it by destreying the production of sugar in the United States 
After years of protection, developing the production of sugar and 10 
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ducing the investment of large amounts of money and labor in it, it | ator from Michigan [Mr. Ferry], but my colleague [Mr. JACKSON ] 


would not be right to legislate either with indifference to it or so as 


suddenly to deprive it of the protection which it has had for the last | 


few years. 

Below the standard No. 13 the duty on sugar is protective of the peo- 
ple who produce sugar, but the increase of price does not become oner- 
ous to the consumer, as will appear from the fact that 40, 50, or 60 per 
cent. on sugar costing from 3 to 5} cents would not make the price very 
great. wel £2 
protection incidental; above 13 itis very largely a protective duty and 
notarevenue duty, and practically excludesall foreign refined sugar, and 
in effect gives to those engaged in the refining of sugar the power of 
fixing the price for the consumer. 

Mr. DAWES. Mr. President, I do not profess to understand this 
question very thoroughly, but as fur as I do understand it the case in 
my mind is like this: The argument is directed against the refiner, and 
yet those who make it propose to vote for the Tarif Commission sched- 


is detained at home by indisposition, and I transfer the pair to my col 
league and shall vote ‘‘nay.’’ I make the announcement for the day 


, that my colleague is paired 


Below this standard of 13 the duty is a revenue duty, and the | 


ule, which is the highest of them all in the duty it imposes upon sugar | 


above No.13. Idonot quite understand that. The amendment of the 
Senator from Rhode Island proposes the lowest duty yet proposed upon 
sugars above No. 15, and yet our friends from Louisiana say that while 
they do not like the proposition of the Tariff Commission they are forced 
to go for it. How are they forced to go tor that proposition which pro- 
poses to put the highest duty upon sugar above No. 13? I donot quite 
see. If they say that it is because the proposition of the Senator from 
Rhode Island puts a lower duty upon that below 13, so low that they 
are willing to take the absolute prohibitory duty above 13 in order to 
get also a higher duty below 13 (and I think that is the reasoning in 
their minds), then they are willing to shut out all competition with the 
refiner in this country, against whom all theirargumentis made. They 
are willing to make the refiner in this country absolutely omnipotent 
in the market on all sugars above No. 13, in order to get the duties 
which they claim they ought to have on sugar below 13. 

Now, how much duty ought they to have below 13? And let us see 
whether it is wise to make the duty above 13 prohibitory in order to 
get a duty below 13 as high as the gentlemen claim? The proposition 
of the Senator trom Rhode Island is to give them a duty on all sugar 
below 13 of from 40 to 42 per cent. How much do they ask’ 
much do they desire? Let us know mathematically that they want 
more than that; or will they say that the Senator from Rhode Island is 
mistaken in his calculation and that they will not get 40 or 42 per cent. 
under his amendment? Which is it? 
than 42 per cent., then let us reason withthem on that point, and let 
us ascertain whether it be wise to put a duty of more than 42 per cent. 
upon sugar in order to make certain its production in the limited sphere 
in which it can be produced in this country; whether the whole con- 
sumption of sugar in this country shall be atiected beyond what it would 


tlow | 


If they say they must have more | 


be at that rate of 42 per cent., and for the benetit of their locality, and | 


of the country indirectly, as everything that benctits their locality must 
indirectly benefit the whole country, by putting it above that. 

I have not heard any Senator, when he talks mathematically, if I 
may use that form of expression, when he begins to say how much per 
cent. he must have, who is willing to say he wants more than 42 per cent. 
Then is the Senator from Rhode Island mistaken, and does his prop- 
osition not give that? Ihave not heard any suggestion of that kind. | 
have heard no reasoning that leads me to the conclusion that the ealeu- 
lation into which he has entered is fallacious. I come, therefore, to 
the conclusion that it is worth while to bring down the duty above No. 
13 to the lowest proposition pending in the Senate, that is, the one 
offered by the Senator from Rhode Island; and until I can ascertain 


one of two things, either that there is not 40 or 42 per cent. protection | 
in the duties proposed under 13 or that higher than 40 or 42 per cent. is | 


absolutely necessary, I am led really to the conclusion that it is wise to 
support the rate proposed on sugar under 13. 

Iam in this as I am in every other proposition connected with the 
tariff, desirous only of making up the difierence in conditions of pro- 
duction in this country with the conditions of productions abroad. All 
the rest will be taken care of in this country by the energy and thrift 
and enterprise of our people, and that will command the market at 


Mr. ALDRICH. The pair of the Senator from Wisconsin [ Mr. CAM 
ERON } has just been announced with the Senator’s colleague. 

Mr. HARRIS. Then if the Senator from Wisconsin is here he may 
be at liberty to vote. I vote ‘‘nay.”’ 


Mr. GARLAND (when Mr. WALKER’s name was called My col 
league [Mr. WALKER] is paired with the Senator from Colorado [M1 


HILu}. 
The roll-call was concluded 
Mr. ALLISON. On this vote Iam paired wit nator trom In 
diana [Mr. Voornees]. If he were here, 1 should vote ‘ yea,”? 
Mr. CAMERON, of Wisconsin. I vote ‘* yea.” 
Mr. McMILLAN. My colleacue iMr. W IN] OM Is pa 


hh the 4 


ired with the 


t 





Senator from West Virginia [Mr. DAvis] 
The result was announced—veas 21, nays 32: as follows 
YEAS—2], 
Aldrich, Dawes Ingalls, Platt, 
Anthony, Frye Logan Rollins, 
Blair, Hale, MebDill Van Wvek 
Cameron of Wis., Harrison Me Millan 
Conger, Hawley, Miller of Ca 
Davis of Tl] Loar, Miller of N.Y 
NAYS—32 
Bayard Farley, Kelloggs Pugh 
Beck, Grover Lamar Ransom 
Butler Hampton McPherson Sawyer 
Call, Harris, Maxey, Sewell 
Camden, Johnston Mitchell Sherman 
Cameron of Pa Jonas, Morgan Slater, 
| Chilcott Jones of Florida Morrill Vance, 
Coke, Jones of Nevada Pendleton Williams 
ABSENT—28 
Allison Fair Hill, Saunders 
Barrow Ferry Jackson Vest, 
Brown, Garland Lapham Voorhees, 
Cockrell, George Mahone Walker, 
Davis of W. Va Gorman Plumb, Windom 


Edmunds, Groonx Saulsbury, 


So the amendment to the amendment was rejected 


The PRESIDING OFFICER. ‘The question recurs on the amend 
ment of the Senator from Vermont [Mr. Morr 

Mr. FRYE. Mr. President— 

Mr. DAVIS, of Illinois. I thought the Senator from New Jersey 
[Mr. McPHERson ] offcred an amendment 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. That was a substitute for the amend 
ment offered by the Senator from Vermont, and the latter can be per 
fected first. 

Mr. FRYE. Mine is really in the nature of a substitute tor the most 
of this schedule. I move to strike out all atter line 892 down to and 
including line 914, and to insert in lieu thereof the followin: 

In lieu of the duties and rates of duties now imposed on melada, concentrated 
melada, tank-bottoms, sirup of sugar-cane juice, concentrated molasses, ond sugar 
imported from foreign countries, there shall be levied, collected, and paid the 
following duties and rates of duties, that is to say: On atl melada, concentrated 
melada, sirup of sugar-cane juice, tank-bottoms, concentrated molasses, and on 

|} all sugars not above No. 13 Dutch standard in color, 25 per cent. ad valorem ; 
on all sugars above No. 13 Dutch standard in color, 35 per cent. ad valorem; on 


molasses, 20 per cent. ad valorem 
shall, by regulation, prescribe 


Prov 


led, That the Secretary of the 7 
and requl 


re mples 


reasury 


that sa from packages of mo 


lasses, melada, concentrated melada, sirup of sugar-cane juice, tank-bottoms, and 
concentrated molasses shall be taken by the proper officers in such manner as to 
ascertain the true value of such articles, and that samples of ars shall be 
taken by said officers in such manneras to ascertain the true color and value of 
such sugars, 

The provisions of this section shall take effect on the passage of this bill, and the 
duties therein provided for shall be collected on all such goods which may bein 
the public stores or bonded warehouses at that time, instead of the duties now 


imposed thereupon by law 


Mr. MCPHERSON. May I inquire of the Senator {rom Maine if he 


offers this as a substitute for the amendment offered by the Senator 
from Vermont [Mr. Morrii.]}? 
Mr. FRYE. I offer it as a substitute for all between lines 803 and 


| 914, asubstitute really for the sugar schedule 


home and in due time abroad upon every production that we are capa- | 


ble of producing in this country if we can have a fair start. If our 
friends in Louisiana and in the adjacent States where sugar can be 
raised can show that that is not an even start, I will go with them for 
more. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. 


the Senator from Vermont [Mr. MorriLi], upon which the yeas and 
nays have been ordered. 

The Principal Legislative Clerk proceeded to call the roll. 

Mr. CAMERON, of Wisconsin (when his name was called). 
paired with the Senator from Tennessee [Mr. JACKSON ]. 
on account of illness. 

Mr. GARLAND (when his name was called). 
Senator from Vermont {Mr. EpMuNDs]. 
‘nay 

Mr. HARRIS (when his name was called). 


He is absent 


I am paired with the 
It he were here, I should vote 


I am paired with the Sen- 


The question is on the amendment of 
the Senator from Rhode Island [Mr. ALpricH] to the amendment of 


| offered an amendment in the nature of a 


Mr. MCPHERSON. I eall for the reading now of the substitute 
which I offered for the amendment of the Senator from Vermont, which 
I think is the amendment oflered by the Senator from 
Maine 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The amendment of the tator from 
Vermont is the one pending, and to that the Senator from New Jersey 


in advance ot 
Ser 


substitute The first question 
will be upon the amendment offered by the Senator from New Jersey. 


The amendment proposed by the Senator from Maine will come up after 


| that is disposed of. 


lam | 


The Secretary will report the amendment of the Senator from New 
| Jersey [Mr. MCPHERSON } 
| The ACTING SECRETARY In lieu of Mr. MORRILL’S amendiicnt it 


is proposed to insert: 


SCHEDULE I Sugar 


All sugars not above No. 13 Dutch standard in color shall pay duty on their 
polariscopic test, as follows, namely 
All sugars not above No. 13 Dutch standard in «« 


or, all tank-bottoms, sirups 
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of cane-juice or of beet-juice, melada, concentrated melada, concrete and con- 
centrated molasses, testing by the polariscope not above 75°, shall pays duty of 
1.50 cents per pound, and for every additional degree or fraction of a degree 
shown by the polariscope test, they shall pay flve-hundredths of a cent per 
pound additional. : Ms 

All sugars above No. 13 Dutch standard in color shall be classified by the Dutch 
standard of color, and pay duty as follows, namely: 

All sugars above No. 13 and not above No. 16 Dutch standard, 3} cents per 
pound. Aj) sugar above No, 16 and not above No. 20 Dutch standard, 3.75 cents 
per pound. All sugars above No. 20 Dutch standard, 4} cents per pound. 

Molasses testing not above 56° by the polariscope shall pay a duty of 5} cents 
per gallon. Molasses testing above 56° shall pay a duty of 10 cents per gallon. 

Sugar candy, not colored, 5 cents per pound. 

All other confectionery, not specially enumerated or provided for in this act, 
made whoily or in part of sugar, and on sugars after being refined, when tinct- 
ured, colored, or in any way adulterated, valued at 30 cents per pound or less, 
10 cents per pound 


Confectionery valued above 30 cents per pound, or when sold by the box, 
package, or otherwise than by the pound, 50 per cent. ad valorem. 


The PRESIDING OFFICER. The question is on agreeing to the 
amendment of the Senator from New Jersey [Mr. MCPHERSON] as a 
substitute to that offered by the Senator from Vermont [Mr. MorRILv]. 

Mr. MORRILL. I do not think it is necessary to discuss this ques- 
tion. I merely ask for a vote, and will not even ask for the yeas and 
nays. ‘This is much higher than anything else proposed. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The question is on the amendment of 
the Senator from New Jersey as a substitute for the amendment of the 
Senator from Vermont. 

rhe amendment to the amendment was rejected. 

Mr. FRYE. At the request of several Senators I have changed the 
rate of duty in my amendment to 40 per cent. ad valorem on all sugars, 
and on molasses to 25 per cent. ad valorem. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The question is on agreeing to the 
amendment of the Senator from Maine as modified to the amendment 
of the Senator from Vermont. 

Mr. FRYE. Mr. President, 1 desire to say a very few words touch- 
ing my amendment. The Senator from Florida [Mr. CALL] said he 
saw a Senator smile, and I confess I smiled, because sitting where I 
was, and lookimg on the Democratic side of this Chamber, I saw every 
Democrat prepared to vote for a duty higher than 42 per cent. on sugar. 
The proposition made by the Senator from Rhode Island [Mr. ALDRICH] 
was to putsugarat4d2percent. The proposition made by the committee 
is nearly 46 percent. The Senator from New Jersey [Mr. MCPHERSON } 
proposed over 50 per cent. Where are the Senators from Texas who 
have been fighting here for three weeks against even 35 per cent. on 
manufactured goods? 

Mr. COKE. Willthe Senator allow me to answer? 

Mr. FRYE. Yes, sir. 

Mr. COKE. So tar as I know I believe that the duty on sugar is 
the only strictly revenue duty on the present tariff list. 

Mr. FRYE. That is one answer. 

Mr, COKE. As an advocate of a tariff for revenue only I would be 
compelled to sustain a high duty on sugar. It pays $50,000,000 into 
the national Treasury; it pays one-fourth of the entire revenue col- 
lected under the tariff. For every $10-—— 

Mr. FRYE. ‘The Senator will pardon me—not too long. 

Mr. COKE. I shall take but a moment. For every $10 paid by the 
people for sugar nine of it go into the national Treasury; while, on the 
other hand, tor every $10 paid for any other kind of manufacture about 
eight of it go into the pockets of the manufacturers and $2 only go into 
the national Treasury. 

Mr. FRYE. Mr. President—- 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Senator from Texas has the floor. 

Mr. COKE. This is all I have to say about sugar. 

I desire to inform the Senator from Maine that I vote protection to no 
industry, to no avoeation, to nobody. I believe the constitutional 
power of Congress extends only to raising revenue to support the Gov- 
ernment. I would not protect the Louisiana planter any sooner than I 
would the Maine lumberman. If I vote what he conceivesto be a high 
duty onsugar, and to put lumber on the free-list, it is because sugar brings 
a heavy revenue into the Treasury, while lumber does not. I knowno 
legal or moral right in Congress to tax all the people of this country to 
put money into the pockets of a few favorites, while it is a duty incum- 
bent upon Congress to raise revenue to support the Government. 

Mr. MAXEY. If the Senator from Maine will allow me—— 

Mr. FRYE. No, I will not yield to another speech. 

Mr. MAXEY. I do not propose to make a speech, but I propose to 
answer the Senator’s question. 
I voted against the amendment of the Senator from Rhode Island I am 
for a higher tariff. I took the statement made by the Senator from 
Ohio last night in regard to what the committee bill would be, and I 
prefer his judgmenton that subject to the judgment of the Senator from 
Maine; and that is less than what the Senator from Maine proposes. 

Mr. FRYE. I have not heard the voice of the free-trader from North 
Carolina [Mr. VANcr) raised during this debate. It is as silent as the 
grave. 1 have not heard the Senator from Kentucky [Mr. Beck ]—— 

Mr. BECK. If the Senator from Maine will allow me, the Senator 
from Texes | Mr. Coke] made my speech a moment ago, and I could 
not improve it if I were to talk for a week. 

Mr. FRYE. IT have not heard the Senator from Kentucky make his 


The Senator has assumed that because | 
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speech on the tariff during the debate on this schedule. 
heard him denounce monopolies; I have not heard him decla: 
tariff is a miserable robber, a pirate, anda thief; and yet it is 
rate of duty in the whole range of duties, and that he says 
to vote for. 

Mr. BECK. Lam not required to say as much now as | w 
year, because last summer when the Senator from Maine was clamoring 
here on this floor for protection, and protection only, I had to talk rod 
him; but last fall, and when he went into the newspapers and was for 
revenue with incidental protection, I had so far instructed him that it 
was not necessary for me to argue with him further. 

Mr. FRYE. The amazing spectacle is exhibited here of the Senator 
from Louisiana [Mr. Jonas] voting on every proposition to cut down 
the rates of duties, and voting ‘‘yea’’ on the proposition to raise this 
duty. 

Mr. JONAS. Ihave voted to bring the rates of duty down to the 
revenue standard. 

Mr. FRYE. Mr. President, I propose from this time forward to in- 
sist that these Senators shall reply when I am through and not while 
I am talking. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. 
to the floor. 

Mr. JONAS. Then the Senator from Maine should not bring me be 
fore the Senate as he has done on two occasions. 

Mr. FRYE. I say the Senator from Louisiana did not vote ‘‘nay” 
when the proposition was made in the Senate to cut down the dut y on 
lumber and put it on the free-list, and there are ten men making lum- 
ber in this country where there is one man making sugar. 

Mr. JONAS. Will the Senator allow me to answer him now? 

Mr. FRYE. No, I will not. I say that the Senators on that side of 
the Chamber voted every one of them to put lumber on the free-list 
when there are ten times more men manufacturing lumber to-day in this 
country (and I do not mean making anything out of lumber; I mean 
manufacturing lumber itself) than are making sugar; there are more 
men than are raising cotton; there are more men than are manufictur- 
ing iron and steel; there are more men than are manufacturing cotton 
goods; there are more men than are manufacturing woolen goods, and 
yet every Senator on that side of the Chamber voted to put lumber on 
the free-list, utterly disregarding these laboring men. 

Mr. CAMERON, of Wisconsin. Except the Senator fiom Missis 
sippi [Mr. GrorGr]. 

Mr. FRYE. I except the Senator from Mississippi with delight 
He was the one who voted againstit. Thisisclaimed to be a proposition 
for the protection of the laboring men of Louisiana, and as the Senators 
say, colored men. Oh, how tender we have become to colored men, and 
how anxious we are to protect them. To protect colored men in Louis- 
iana there must be a duty of at least 50 per cent. on sugar, and every 
Democrat is voting against the proposition of the Senator from Khode 
Island, voting for a duty higher than 42 per cent. onsugar. The Sen- 
ator from Louisiana knows and the Senator from Texas knows that the 
people themselves pay every single dollar of this duty of near $50,000, 
000. Senators know that on manufactured articles competition in this 
country reduces from time to time the price, but on sugar there is no 
such reduction for there is no competition in this country to produce a 
reduction, and the whole tariff duty is simply added to the price of the 


I have not 
re that this 
the highest 
he Proposes 


as last 


The Senator from Maine is entitled 


r. 

On the list which I hold in my hand, on one page of metals are 
needles, cutlery, and so on, running through a page; the duties are 
fixed at 35 percent. ad valorem. The duties on the raw material, mak- 
ing those articles, are more than 40 per cent., and yet when amendments 
were offered to cut down the duty from 35 per cent. Senators on that 
side voted to cut it down, and here is sugar used by everybody, and 
simply because Louisiana raises it every Senator on that side—I have 
no right to judge in that way, but I state the fact—every Senator on 
that side votes to keep it above 42 per cent. 

Mr. COCKRELL. For the purpose of raising revenue. 

Mr. FRYE. Ah! ‘‘ for the purpose of raising revenue.’’ Last year 
under the tariff there were $80,000,000 raised from luxuries alone; 
nothing but luxuries, touching no poor man, and $50,000,000 raised 
from the people on this necessity. I recognize the ery for ‘‘revenue 
only,’’ and I take it that the people of this country will recognize it 
too. ‘‘Revenue only;’’ take it out of the people. Why do you not 
put it on coffee and on tea and thus have a tariff ‘‘ for revenue only ?”’ 

It has been urged here that there is a mistake in figures; that no man 
can tell whether the sugar duty is 20, 30, 40, or 50 per cent. It is said 
that the Senator from Rhode Island has made a mistake. I know that 
the Senator’s figures are absolutely correct. It was said by the chair- 
man of the committee when he presented the bill that the reduction 
in the duties on sugar by the bill recommended by the committce was 
some $15,000,000, and he admits that he made a mistake of over 
$7,000,000. I say no Senator can tell what the reduction is under the 
various bills unless it is the Senator from Rhode Island, who has figured 
the thing with great care. 

Under an ad valorem tariff there is not a Senator who does not know 
what he is voting for. Again, when you have passed your ad valorem 
tariff bill, there is not a man in the United States who can not tell just 
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what your reduction is from such a figure to such a figure; he is not 
slinded by these degrees and these schedules. . 

To obviate any question about the refiners which the Senator from 
Louisiana [Mr. KELLOGG] on the Republican side has so persisted in 
to-day, overand over again persisted in, and thesame Senator voted to put 
machinery on the free-list—machinery when its raw material is taxed 
ander this tariff 50 per cent., and the Senator from Louisiana, in the 
interest of Louisiana, voted to put it on the free-list or make it 10 per 
cent.—to obviate all objections raised by Senators touching the refiners 
| have accepted the proposition to put the duty at 40 percent. ad valorem 
upon all sugars, no matter what they are, under 13 or under 17, above 
i3or upto 20. Then every man can tell what he is voting for, and 
can understand the proposition he is considering. 

it may be said that there is opportunity for fraud. The cry of fraud 
in the sugar business has been sweeping over this land for five years. 
That there were frauds I have no manner of question. Under the Dutch 
standard of color there would inevitably be frauds. Under the polar- 
jseope with the degrees arranged as under the Dutch standard of color 
there would be frauds too. But under an ad valorem tariff, as the busi- 
ness of this country is conducted to-day, the opportunity of fraud is re- 
duced to the minimum. Ninety-nine hundredths of all the sugar used 
in this country this year will be ordered by the cable from abroad. It 
does not come as it used to come, sent from Cuba, from Demerara, to 

nts in New York and Boston commercial houses to sell. Then I 
admit that there could be fraud, because they could underinvoice; but 
the cargoes are ordered by cable to-day almost universally, a cargo of 
sugar containing so many degrees of saccharine strength. When that 
cargo arrives in New York the custom-house officers can determine al- 
most with absolute correctness in any manner they please, by polari- 
scope, by chemical analysis, by tests or samples of any kind, the sae- 
charine strength. When the saccharine strength has been found the 
worth of that cargo of sugar is just as well settled as the worth and value 
of an ounce of gold or an ounce of silver. There will always be frauds, 
but I believe there is less opportunity for fraud under an ad valorem 
tariff thau any other that can be devised. 

Sir, I do not believe myself in a 40 per cent. duty. I do not believe 
that any industry in this country ought to be maintained by a tax on 
the public where it requires more than 35 per cent. to equalize labor, 
and then an equivalent duty for raw material, if aduty is placed upon 
that. I have been talked about as being a high protectionist. I am 
not a high protectionist. I am in favor of protecting American labor, 
but [ am not in favor of fighting nature and climate and soil and 
everything else in order to build up an industry in thiscountry which 
can not thrive without taxing the restof the people more than $40,000,000 
a year to protect and cause to thrive that single industry. | am will- 
ing to give the laborer of Louisiana the same protecsion | demand for 
the laborer of Maine or New Hampshire or any other State in the 
Union, no more and no less. | believe 35 per cent. is ample, with our 
increase of skill and our better machinery, to protect American labor 
against any labor in the world. All that Task in a tariff is to make 
that provision for labor. Then, as I say, if there is a duty on the raw 
material going into the manufactured article, add to the 35 per cent. an 
equivalent duty for that and nothing more. It may be that the Sena- 
tor from Kentucky has reformed me, but I am not aware that in the 
Senate or anywhere else I have ever declared myself ahigh protectionist. 
I declared myself in favor of protection per se. I stand by that declar- 
ation that I made. Iam in favor of protecting American labor against 
the cheap labor of Europe in any industry that we can carry on in this 
Republic of ours. 

The Senator from Kentucky a day or two ago, when the proposition 
was only a 35 per cent. tariff, made a furious speech, in which he read 
data from consuls and others touching the wages paid in Europe, and 
declared that they were nearly as high as the wages in America. I do 
not believe that the Senator from Kentucky indorses those statements 
himself. I do not believe that there is an intelligent man in this coun- 
try who does not know that the wages in Europe are from 50 to 80 per 
cent. less than they are in America. The Senator from Kentucky read 
from consular reports. Here is an article, ‘‘ Female labor in the Black 
Country,’’ taken from the London Standard, published in England last 
December, which gives an account of labor in the Black Country in En- 
gland, where the women earn fron 5 to 6 shillings a week, working all 
night, night after night. I do not propose to read it, but I will ask the 
consent of the Senate to print it as a part of my speech. 

Mr. BECK. Who is it by? 

Mr. FRYE. It is an editorial from the London Standard. 

Mr. BECK. Does the Senator know who wrote it? 

Mr. FRYE. I do not know. 

_ Mr. COCKRELL. It is published by Robert P. Porter in his letter, 
18 it not? 

Mr. FRYE. No, sir, itisnot. It is an article the Senator has never 
seen. It is not by the emissary that we protectionists have sent over 
into England, as the Senator from Kentucky said, to write up bad labor 
and bad pay in Europe. 

FEMALE LABOR IN THE BLACK COUNTRY, ENULAND. 


Thousands of females, old and young, mothers and daughters, with little chil- 
dren by their side, toil by day and night in one part of the Black Country. The 





female nail-workers in East Worcestershire and on the border-land of South 
Staffordshire district work during the day with all the restless ardor of indus- 
trious men; and very often they labor on during the long late hours of the night 
and almost to the break of day. In years gone by there have been published 
exaggerated sketches of Black Country life—idealized champagne-loving col 
liers and puddlers, whose ambition soared to the height of fabulously-priced pi 
ano-fortes; but this statement of the industrial hardships which the female toil 
ers in the Midlands have to endure is a simple narrative of truth and conveys 
its own moral, It is a moral, too, which is a reproach on the working life of this 
country and calls earnestly for legislative interference. The locality in which 
this female labor is carried on is within seven or cight miles of Birmingham. It 
is comprised within an area of fifteen miles of dull and dismal black country 
scenery. 

The houses, if they deserve to be dignified with the word, are wretched in con 
struction; in many instances they are more like hovels than human dwelling 
places; they seem to be devoid of all those ordinary conveniences which are to 
be seen in houses occupied by a better class of work-people ; the y certainly shel 
ter, and that isall, the toilers who for afew short hours rest within their ricketty 
walls. That many of these residences accoummodate the families who have to 
live in them is only stating the simple truth. In nine cases out of ten there is 
only one room below and twoabove; and in ninety-nine cases out of a hundred 
they are inhabited by large families. How they manage to exist at all in some 
of these houses is a problem which may well exercise the ingenuity of some 
social philosophers tosolve. This isagloomy picture by day; but it is far worse 
by night. Nearly the whole district is literally as well socially in the dark 
Occasionally lurid bands of light tinge the distant horizon with «a purple glow 
(they come in fitful flashes from some distant iron-works), but there is no other 
mode of lighting, except, perhaps, ig the liquor vaults and in the shops in the few 
leading thoroughfares, where the competitive exigencies of business demand the 
luxury of gas. In all other parts of the district the Old World system of tallow 
candle and oil-lamp artificial light has not been superseded 

About 24,0C0 people are engaged in this dismal part of Great Brit 
nails and rivets. It would not be so much a matter for surp: ‘ 
lowness of the wages that they carn, if they were all men and youth 
engaged in the industry—one of the very worst paid in any p 
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But itso happens—and here arises the social degradation of the tratiic—that 
there are at least 16,000 females engaged day after day inthe occupation. They 
are not all mature women either; daughters work by the side of mothers 


daughters who in their tender years ought to be either at home, if they have 
any home, or in bed, instead of working their weary aris in shaping in the 
still, small hours of the morning molten iron into the form of nails tor the ben 
efit of what are called the “toggers."’. Here is a picture of what may be seen 
any night in this district, except, perhaps, Saturday night: In the middle of a 
shed which adjoins a squalid-looking house there is a whole family 


at work in 
the production of these nails; father, mother, sons, and dau! 


*rs—daughters 





too, very young in years, but with that sad look of premature age which is al 
ways to be noticed in the faces of child workers 

The gaiety of youth, its freshness and its gentleness, see to be crushed out of 
them. Inthecenter of the shed, with its rafiered ceiling —a bleak and wretehed 


building, through the walls of which the wind readily tinds its way—there is 
* hearth” fed by “ gledes" orbreezes. Probably the isa girl ov woman blow 
ing at the bellows, while the strips of iron from which the naila are mad 





mae 
molten. Or,totake an actual case witnessed by the writer a few i nee 
close upon midnight: In one of these forges was a mother and several children 
The mother was a woman probably 40 years of age; her you st daughter 
flaxen-haired girl witha sweet and winsome face, was certainly not more than 1 
years ofage. By the side of the hearth there was what is t int ‘ dth 
* Oliver,” a barrel-like construction, on the top of which is fixed the -tampofth 
particular pattern and size of the nail required to be mad th ren ane 
workwomen, by means of a wooden treadle—an industrial tread HL it cragehas 
more strictly to be called—shoot out the nails from the slot in which th: y are 
fixed. They have previously hammered the topof the incandescent metal, with 


masculine firmness, so as to form the head of the nai! Phe women and the girls 
scem to work with more vigor than the men—very often, indeed, they support 
their husbands and their fathers, who may have fallen into drunken habits; in 
other cases this nail making isthe meansof supplementing the husband's wages 


But what do the nail-mnakers earn a week? may naturally be asked Phe re 





muneration they receive is in libly small. Itis no unusual thi ithe oon 
trary, it is rather the wsual custoin—for a family of three or four persons, after 
working something like fourteen hoursa day,to earn £1 ina week Butout of 
this money there has to be deducted Is. 3d. for carriage to convey the nails to 


the * gaffers,”’ as they are termed in the district; then there is allowance to be 
made for fuel and the repairing of the machinery, which reduces the £ltoabout 
l6s. 9d. for three people—for three people who have cominenced to work every 
morning at half past 7 or8,and who have worked on through all the weary day, 
with no substantial food, until late at night. Who isit that reaps the benelit of 
all this terribly hard work? Certainly uot the laborers; for it is a well-known 
fact that they rarely taste meat from one week's end to the othe In the ex 
pressive but simple language of one poor work-woman, this is how they fare 
“When the bread comes hot from the bake-house oven on Saturday we eat it 
like ravening wolves.” 

The “ foggers”’ or ** Tommy shop”’ men live lives of contentment, profit, and 
rest, at the expense of the poor nail-workers. The “ fogger” is an intermediate 
agent between the worker of nails and the buyer. Out of the bone aid sinew 
of these poor people he makes a very fine living, and he does not work. He 
has a huckster’s shop attached to his dwelling; he supplies, at the beginning of 
the week, the nail-workers with their sixty-pound bundles of iron, and when 
they return the bundles of iron in the marketable shape of nails—out of which 
he makes at least 20 per cent. profit—if they do not buy his high-priced provis 
ions they get no more work from him. These are the men who, by culting 
down the workmen's wages to starvation point, are atthe root of the evil 

In cases where the laborers can deal directly with the nail masters the evil is 
not so pronounced; but even then the payment is miserably low. But when 
these poor people come into contact with the “ fogger’’ they are dealing witha 
hard taskmaster. He even “‘tricks”’ the work-people when they bring in the 
nailsto be scaled; he does asort of ingenious “odd tri with the heavier nails 
by weighing them among the short-weighted nails. Considering that out of a 
bundle of sixty pound weight of iron there will have to be produced nearly 
twelve thousand nails, each nail separately forged and hanimered, it is cruelly 
unjust for the ‘‘ fogger’’ to resort to such practices. The ‘fogger”’ is also inthe 
habit, besides enforcing the “truck " system, of dealing out tosome of his custom 
ers inferior bundles of iron; and these have very often to be exchanged for better 
iron at a loss of sixpence or sevenpence a bundle. It may appear strange, but 
it is an indisputable fact, that two young women, after working more tha. sixty 
hours a week, earn less than 4s. 6d.; and out of this pittance in many cases they 
have to keep three or four children 

If they offend the “ fogyer,”’ they sometimes starve; and hence it is that so 
many scenes of misery—misery so deep and dreadful that the most graphic pen 
can but faintly convey its depths of sorrow—are witnessed. Women within a 
few days of their confinement have been known to work in the agony of ex 
haustion, in order to earn a few pence at the ‘hearth,’ not the “hearth” of 





home, but the hearth of the ‘forge ;’’ they have been known tu return to work 
in a day or two after childbirth, emaciated in constitution, weak and weary for 
the want of simple nourishment. Their children, ragged and ill-fed, have had 
to lead miserable and wretched lives, with no hope before them bus «u life of 
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wickedness and vice. If one asks these wreiched people if they ever see a fac- 
tory-act inspector, the answer is “No;" if they are asked if they ever see a 
school-board officer, the reply is, but rarely. ‘The work in many cases is done 
at home, and it is, therefore, urged that the factory act is, to a large extent, inop- 
erative. But shouldthisbe permitted? Aboveall, ought these poor people to be 
left to the merey of the “fogger,’’ who robs them of the fruits of their toil, and 
thrives upon their wretchedness and misery? 


Why can not the Senator from Kentucky begin to be eloquent over 
this 4% per cent. on sugar, when the people of this country pay every 
dollar of it, instead of wasting his eloquence on a35 per cent. ad valorem 
upon a manulactured article where the raw material is even more pro- 
tected than by 35 per cent. ? 

Mr. President, | was serious in offering this amendment. 
it at 25 per cent. and 35percent. Some Senators thought that was too 
low. Ldonot. The people of this country expect a reduction of the 
duty on sugar and they will hold this Congress to a reduction of duty 
on sugar, and unless the price of sugar goes down after this tariff bill 
is passed this Congress will be held to be in fault and in neglect of its 
duty. lL would vote for 25 per cent. on No. 13 and under and for 35 
per cent. over 13, but I have changed it to 40 per cent. ad valorem right 
through, and L hope that it may receive some votes on that side of the 
Chamber where they are in favor of low duties and opposed to protec- 
tion. 

Mr. MORRILL. Mr. President, I trust that noamendment abandon- 
ing specifics will be pressed here by a friend of a protective tariff and 
especially on an article of this kind, where the value of it is so very dif- 
ferent whether it comes from India, Brazil, Cnba, or the Hawaiian 
Islands. 

But Ll merely rose for the purpose of disabusing the minds of the Senate 
as to the amount of the duties now levied upon sugar and the amount 
proposed to be levied by the amendment of the Committee on Finance. 
The average rate of duties upon sugars, as the Senator from Ohio stated 
yesterday, is now 56 per cent. Toshow how mistaken the Senator from 
Maine is in representing that we have not proposed to reduce the duty, | 
call the attention of the Senate to the fact that the present rate of duties 
upon sugar of 75° and belowis1{ cents a pound. We have taken off one- 
third of that, that is tosay, we reduced it from $1.87} a hundred pounds 
to $1.25. That will leave it so that the rate of duty upon it will not 
be over 37 per cent, 

Mr. MAXEY. I wish to call the attention of the Senator from Ver- 
mont fora momentto that point. The Senator from Ohio, who is always 
accurate in figures, in reply to a question which I asked him, stated on 
that very point that the duty on the lowest grade according to his cal- 
culation under the committee’s bill would be about 32 per cent., and 
that it would be about the same ratio for the higher rates. 

Mr. SHERMAN. I say on the whole, taking the average through 
from the crudest form of sugar, what is called black sugar, up to 13 
Dutch standard, the rate proposed by the committee on Finance is 32 
per cent. 

Mr. MAXEY. Precisely; and that is a complete answer to the cav- 
alry onslaught made by the Senator from Maine. 

Mr. FRYE. Does not the Senator from Texas see that the members 
of the Finance Committee, the chairman [Mr. MORRILL], the Senator 
from Ohio [ Mr. SHERMAN ], and the Senator from Rhode Island [Mr. 
ALpricu] differ from 32 to 42 per cent. on that very question? Now, 
where is your information ? 

Mr. MAXEY. ‘That is no answer to the charge the Senator makes. 
The Senator from Maine makes a statement to suit himself, and when 
I call on the ablest men in figures in this Chamber, the chairman of 
the committee and the Senator from Ohio, he disputes their figures. 

Mr. FRYE. They differ five degrees themselves. 

Mr. MAXEY. ‘They are better authority than the Senator from 
Maine. 

Mr. MORRILL. There is no need of any disagreement anywhere. 
The present duty is 1{ cents a pound. We propose to make it 1.25. 
Now, the Senator may make his figures as he sees fit. 

Mr. FRYE. I take the average and make my figures. 

Mr. MORRILL. Then, above that we reduce the duty upon s 
between No. 13 and No. 16 from 3.42 cents per pound to 2.65, so that 
there is a great and substantial reduction. Then again, upon sugars 
between 16 and 20 we reduce the duty from 4.06 centsa to 3.15. 
Then, on the other, we reduce it from 5 cents to 3.65; that is $1.35 a 
hundred. So without wrangling at all about what the percentage may 
be, it is obvious that we make a very great and substantial reduction 
in the duties to be imposed upon sugar; on the first grade 62} cents a 
hundred; on the next, 91 cents, and on the other, $1.40. 

Mr. SHERMAN. I want to give the figures again. 

Mr. FRYE. After the Senator has done that I want the Senator from 
Rhode Island to give his figures. We have spent more time than the 
whole committee gave to these figures. 

Mr. SHERMAN. The Senator from Maine has said that the rate of 
duty proposed by the Committee on Finance is 46 per cent. He said 
last year when we were discussing about the polariscope that nobody 
believed in the polariscope, and I read to-day the evidence that every- 
body is for it. The Senator does not intend to misrepresent, I know. 


I proposed 


about the reductions in that same debate, and that I produced the 
adian tariff to show that the reductions were still left? 
wilder than the Senator in my statement? 
Mr. SHERMAN. Letussee. TheSenator says thatthe 
proposed by the Committee on Finance is 46 per cent. 
so loud that everybody could hear. 
Mr. MAXEY. If the Senator will pardon mea moment. 
statement the Senator from Maine makes a charge that those 
vote against his amendment are voting for a higher tariff th 
poses to give, which is untrue in point of fact. 
Mr. SHERMAN. TheSenator from Vermont very properly took tho 
lowest grade, not of sugar but of cane-bottoms, black stuff that is not 
graded assugar. It iscalled incommerce tank-bottoms, sirup of sugar 
-ane-juice, melada, and concentrated molasses, which is now 1! cents | 
pound, and it is reduced to 1}. But the next three grades compris. 
ninety-nine hundredths of all the sugar imported, those between Nos 
7 and 13 Dutch standard. Under the present law not above No. > 
Dutch standard of sugar pays 2,°; cents a pound. That is now re 
duced below No. 7 to 1} cents a pound. Do you tell me that a ready, 
tion from 2,5; down to 1} is not more than a reduction from 
cent. down to 46 per cent? It is admitted on all hands that t 
erage rate of duty on sugar now is 56 per cent. Here the figures ar 
I took the average. I did not take the lowest nor the highest, but | 
took the average, and it is 56 percent. We have reduced it on th: 
lower grade of sugar from 2,5; to 1} cents a pound. The next erade js 
No. 7, and not above No. 10, which includes an importation of 1,200. 
000 pounds of sugar. The present law fixes it at 2} cents per pound 
we fix it at 1} cents per pound, with an addition rated by the polari 
scope of five-hundredths of a cent for a degree, so that when it reaches 
as high as No. 13, which is the highest grade of the class of sucars 
tested by the polariscope, it is only 2 cents a pound. The next erad 
of sugar under the present law is 2}3 cents per pound. That is up t 
No. 13 standard, nearly 3 cents a pound. We have reduced that to” 
cents a pound or less, because if No. 13 Dutch standard tests by the po 
lariscope 91—my friend says it tests sometimes 95, but taking the aver 
age at 91—then there are sixteen grades by the polariscope. Vive times 
16 are 80; eighty-hundredths added to $1.25 make $2.05 per hundred 
pounds, so that in that great mass of sugar we propose to reduce the 
duty from 2}} cents to 2.05 per pound. 
To say it is only a reduction from 56 to 46 per cent. is an exeggera 
tion. I have computed it by these simple figures. If there is any fal- 
lacy in them I should like to have it pointed out. The average rat: 
now is 56 per cent. One-fifth of that was imposed by the act of July, 
1875. That act is repealed by this tariff bill, so that the 25 per cent 
addition imposed for revenue only in 1875 is repealed. There is a re- 
duction of one-fifth of the whole tax, and that alone reduces it without 
any reference to any other grade one-fifth, or down to 45 per cent. I! 
the taxes were levied according to the rates proposed in the Revised 
Statutes, the rate of duty would be 45 per cent.; but we have here 1 
duced it below that. The Tariff Commission proposed to reduce it one- 
fourth of a cent a pound all round below that, but the Finance Com- 
mittee have reduced it one-half'a centa pound on all articles and grades 
of sugar below No. 13. Do you say that that is not a substantial 
reduction, which I have worked out here in figures which can not bx 
controverted ? According to the Tariff Commission the rate would have 
been 38} per cent.; according to the Finance Committee it is 32 per 
cent. 
The objection I have to the proposition of the Senator from Maine 
(and I am sorry that he has presented it) is that he introduces an ad 
valorem rate of duty on an article that is subject to great variations in 
market value; that is, subject to great variation as to the quality of suga: 
coming from different countries of the world, an uncertain and unsta- 
ble standard above all others in the world. Sugar is the last article 
which should be taxed by an ad valorem rate, because of the absolute 
difficulty on every cargo of sugar of ascertaining its market value. It 
is very difficult to do it, especially now, when the duty can be made 
specific on the saccharine strength, which can be tested by an instru- 
ment as accurate as the thermometer, as accurate as the barometer, as 
accurate as any instrument that has been devised by man—an instru- 
ment used by all the civilized nations of the world, an instrument used 
by Holland itself, which invented the Dutch standard. When we can 
apply that test to this mass of sugar, why should we not do it and levy 
specific duties based upon that test? If there ever was an article upon 
which specific duties ought to be placed it is the article of sugar, and it 
is proposed on this side of the Chamber to change the specific moce ot 
taxation on pounds and hundreds of pounds and hundreds of thousinds 
and millions of pounds to an ad valorem rate. Every cargo of sugar 
would open the door to fraud; every specimen produced would open the 
door to fraud. Therefore we have abandoned that mode of assessing 1! 
and p to levy it by a specific tax. 
I think that our friends from Louisiana are greatly mistaken when 
they are complaining of a reduction. We have to reduce the duty on 
sugar; it is demanded by the common judgment of this country. We 
give them still on this raw product of agricultural industry 32 per cent. 
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t is 40 it is too high; 32 per cent. is the rate, and that 32 per cent. by 
4 specific duty can be equalized and based upon the relative value of | 
the different grades of sugar according to the market. 

It seems to me that is a fair settlement of the matter. The Senator | 
from Maine proposes to throw it open. If we nowpropose 40 per cent. | 
ourselves as an ad valorem duty on sugars, what can we say when the | 
gentlemen on the other side propose a duty of 40 per cent. upon every- 
thing else on this tariff list ? How can we answer that? We can not 
do it. We must be consistent with ourselves. We must be fair and 
just to all, and we can only beso by observing the general system of our 
tariff laws, by maintaining reasonable specific duties, by making a fair | 
reduction on all branches of industry. It bears more heavily, I admit, 
upon sugar than upon any other article in the list, for there is no other 
article on the list that is so severely reduced. It is admitted on all | 
hands that the reduction will amount to near $14,000,000 a year. | 
believe that under the circumstances it can be justitied and sustained. 
The present rate is abnormally high, put merely for revenue purposes. 
When we give to this industrial interest 32 per cent. we give to it more 
than we do on the lower grades of any other industry in the land. I 
am not willing to go any further than that, nor am I willing to impair 
the fair and just protection given by this specific duty on our home 
industry. 

Mr. ALDRICH. Mr. President, I dislike to find myself differing so 
widely from Senators with the experience and ability of the Senator 
from Ohio and the Senator from Vermont, and if I did not believe that 
| was clearly right and that they were wrong I should not venture to 
take the time of the Senate to restate briefly my position and the reasons | 
why I hold it. 

I stated yesterday that the average cost of the sugar imported into 
this country last year in bond at the place of production was 4.40 cents 
a pound; and I propose to base the calculation which I shall make upon 
the importations of last year. 

The committee of sugar-planters, consisting of Dymond, Gay, War- 
moth, and Ames, stated in their paper which has been presented to the 
Senate that the bill of the Finance Committee fixes 2 cents a pound 
average dutiesonsugar. I stated yesterday that the average saccharine 
test of sugars imported into this country was 90°. Thatstatement was 
confirmed by the Senator from Ohio; it was confirmed by a list of au- 
thorities which no man can question; and I reiterate the statement 
without fear of successful contradiction from any quarter. This would 
make the average rate 2 cents under the committee’s bill, and I ask if 
any Senator can deny the proposition? 

Mr. SHERMAN. I will answer, if it will not interrupt the Senator. 

Mr. ALDRICH. Not at all. 

Mr. SHERMAN. ‘The Senatorasks us to assume two disputed prop- 
ositions. First, that 4.40 was the average. 

Mr. ALDRICH. Who disputes it? 

Mr. SHERMAN. It isadisputed proposition. The Senator affirms 
it. According to the tables we have here the present rate of duty is 
only 56 per cent., and here we have the invoices and values from an 
official of the Treasury Department. The Senator says the Bureau of 
Statistics furnished an average. We have not the elements to analyze 
that average. 

Mr. ALDRICH. You have it before you. 

Mr. SHERMAN. We can only take the figures as they are given, 
and I say they give us not only the average but the specifics of rate of 
duty upon every item under the present law. Then the Senator also 
takes for granted another proposition that is disputed. Hesays I agreed 
to it. I simply said that I did not know anything to the contrary. 
He says that all the grades now introduced into this country below No. 
13 average 90° by the polariscope. How do we know that? Where do 
you find it? 

Mr. ALDRICH. You will find it in the table submitted by me yes- 
terday and printed in the REcorpD. 

Mr.SHERMAN. That only shows that during the time when sugars 
were artificially colored they were brought in here, and those sugars 
thus artificially colored no doubt did show a higher saccharine strength 
than they would show according to their normal condition. Therefore, 
upon a statement based upon what I call a fraudulentor an evasive mode 
of importation the Senator bases his figures, and upon those figures he 
now proposes to disprove the statements made by the Treasury Depart- 
ment as to the present rate of duty fixed by law. Heasks us to assume 
two disputed propositions, and upon them bases an estimate. 

Mr. ALDRICH. As the Senator has injected a speech into my state- 
ment, I hope now he will allow me to retain the floor until T have fin- 
ished my remarks. 

Mr. SHERMAN. [ am sorry to have disturbed the Senator. 

Mr. ALDRICH. I say the paper which now lies before the Senator 
from which he has read confirms my statement that the average cost 
at the place of production of sugar imported into this country last year 
was 4.4 cents a pound. I say further, that the bill would levy a duty 
upon those same sugars of 2 cents a pound. That is conceded by the 
statement of the committee of the sugar-planters of Louisiana, it is 
confirmed by the statements which I submitted yesterday from the 
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ers and refiners having knowledge of this matter, and it was yesterday 
admitted by the Senator from Ohio himself. 

If he sees fit to withdraw the admission which he made yesterday, all 
right. What percentage is 2 centsa pound of 4.40? That is avery easy 
problem in mathematics. If does not require any great amount ot 
knowledge of the sugar question or of the polariscope, or of any other 


question involved in thisdiseussion. Two cents is 45} per cent. of 4.4 
cents, and your bill imposes a duty upon sugar of 454 per cent., and no 
amount of denial will change the fact. I place my reputation as a man 


of sense upon the statement 

Now, what does the Senator from Ohio say in response to that? He 
says that sugars now paying 2.1875, being sugars below No. 7 Dutch 
standard in color, will pay under the bill 1.25. What is the fret as 
stated by me yesterday? One and twenty-five hundredths is the duty 
levied upon 75° of saccharine strength. I said yesterday, and I desire to 
repeat, that nosuch sugars are brought into thiscountry orean be brought 
into this country. The larger amount of sugarsof the lower grades are 
imported irom the West Indies, from the Philippine Islands, ot 


an 
average test of 80° to 84°. Instead of 1} centsa pound we should hav 

according to the bill of the Finance Committee, to pay 1.65 or 1.70 
The average of all open-kettle muscovado sugars is about 83°, as | 
stated yesterday, and these sugars, instead of paying 1}, as the Sen 


ator would have us believe, would pay under the bill of the 
mittee 1.90. 


co 


Let me state another tact which I did not state yesterday, and which 
every person engaged in the business of sugar importing or | 
knowledge of it will admit at once. A large portionot th Urs i 
ported are now imported between No. 7 and No. 10 in color, and pay a 


duty of not over 25 cents a pound. Those sugars are largely centrifu 
gal. Five-thirteenths of the sugars imported last year were centrituca! 
sugars testing at least 95 on the average. Hardly any of those 

paid over 2} centsa pound. They tested in color below No. 10 
they paid not over 2.50. The average rate has been stated by pers 
conversant with this matter at 2.45. These centrifugal sugars would 
pay under the bill of the Finance Committee 2.25 instead of 2.50 o1 
2.45, as is now the average, and you will only have a reduction of kk 
than 4 per cent. on the large amounts of centrifugal sugar imported 

Mr. BECK I desire to ask the Senator for the purpose of infor 
tion, that statement being correct and the average being 95 

Mr. ALDRICH. Ninety; it is 95 for centrifugal sugars 

Mr. BECK. On those centrifugal sugars which come in so largely, 
the tax proposed being 2.25 on that class and the tax on the refined sug 
up to 16 being 2.65, I ask whether there is serious difliculty on the part of 
the refiners in making the character of sugar they desire between 13 and 
16 with so slight a difference as forty-hundredths of a cent a pound be 
tween the 95 sugar which pays 2.25 cents and the refined at 2.65? Is 
not that the real difficulty that the Senator has with the Sen 
Maine and others? 

Mr. ALDRICH. I do not understand the Senator 

Mr. BECK. The Senator is not contending that there is too small a 

margin allowed to the refiner at 2.65 up to 16 when he has to pay 2.25 
for the sugar at 95°? . 
Mr. ALDRICH. If the Senator will allow me, | am not discussing 
what the fates should be above No. 13. I have made no allusion to 
what the rate should be above No. 13. The question now in contro 
versy is the ad valorem rate fixed by the bill for sugars below 13. | 
see no possible connection between the two subject I said yesterday, 
and I have now reiterated, that the bill as proposed by a majority of 
the Committee on Finance imposes a rate of 45} per cent. on all sugar 
below No. 13 Dutch standard in color, and if the bill passes and he 
comes a law I shall appeal to the facts as they shall appear a year 
hence to bear me out. 

Mr. BECK. What I desire to ascertain from the Senator from Rhod« 
Island seems to me to be the real difficulty that the Senator from Maine, 
the Senator from Rhode Island, and all those gentlemen have in regard 
to the proposition as reported by the Finance Committee known as the 
Morrill amendment. The Senator from Rhode Island stated a mo 
ment ago that the centrifugal sugars reached 95 and we imposed a tax 
of 2} cents a pound, whereas the bill only allows refiners 2.65 up to 
No. 16, leaving the margin between 2.25 and 2.65 as the only increas 
of duty upon these improved sugars, and it is the refiner whois endeavor 
ing to get clear of the bill as reported by the Finance Committee and 
not the consumer; and these efforts, so far as I can understand them, are 
all in the interest of the refiner; whether they are so intended or not 
it is difficult for me to say 
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DEATH OF REPRESENTATIVE ORPH 
A message from the House of Representatives, by Mr. MCPHERSON, 
its Clerk, transmitted to the Senate the resolutions adopted by that 
body in relation to the death of GopLove 8S. Ortn, late a member of 
the House from the State of Indiana. 


before the Senate 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Senator from Indiana asks that 





Treasury Department from leading sugar-brokers, from leading import- 





the resolutions just received from the House of Representatives be laid 


Mr. HARRISON I ask the Chair to lay the resolutions of the House 
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before the Senate. If there be no objection such will be the order, and 
the resolutions will be read. 

The Principal Legislative Clerk read the resolutions, as follows: 

Resolved, That the business of the House be suspeaded that suitable honors 
may be paid the memory of Hon, GopLove 8. Ortu, late a Representative from 
Indiana. 

Resolt ed, That in the death of Mr. Orru the country has sustained the loss of 
a safe counselor, a patriotic citizen, and an able and faithful public servant. 

Resolved, That as a further mark of respect for his memory the House at the 
conclusion of these ceremonies shall adjourn, 

Resolved, That the Clerk communicate these resolutions to the Senate 

Mr. HARRISON. I submit resolutions for action. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The resolutions will be read. 

The resolutions were read, as follows: 

iesolved, Tiat the Senate has received with profound sorrow the announce- 
micnt of the death of Hon. GopLove 8. OrTH, late a member of the House of 
Representatives from the State of Indiana, and tenders to the family and kin- 
dred of the deceased the assurance of sympathy in their ead bereavement. 

Lesolved, That the business of the Senate be now suspended that opportunity 
may be given for fitting tribute to the memory of the deceased and to his emi- 
nent public and private virtues, and that as a further mark of respect the Senate 
at the conclusion of such remarks shall adjourn. 


Mr. HARRISON, Mr. President, GODLOVE 5S. OrtH, of Indiana, a 
member of this Congress from the ninth district of that State, departed 
this lite at his home in La Fayette, Indiana, on the 16th day of Decem- 
ber, 1882. Mr. OrTH was born near Lebanon, Pennsylvania, on the 
22d day of April, 1817, and was at the time of his death in his sixty- 
sixth year. His parents were of German stock, and he always spoke 
with pride of those homely but sturdy qualities of his ancestors which 
made them so conspicuously useful and influential as citizens of his 
native State. He was educated at Pennsylvania College, Gettysburgh, 
Pennsylvania, and during his course there was a fellow-student of Ex- 
Governor Conrad Baker, of Indiana. 

The college friendship formed between these two conspicuous In- 
dianians was maintained unbroken through life. After finishing his 
literary course Mr. OnTH devoted himself to the study of the law, spend- 
ing some time in the law oflice of Hon. Thaddeus Stevens, for whom he 
always retained an affectionateadmiration. The influence of Mr. Stevens 
upon the character of his young pupil can be plainly trased in that 
sympathy with the weak and oppressed which marked Mr. ORTH’s life 
and speeches. Having finished his legal studies, he was admitted to 
the bar in Pennsylvania, and at once removed to La Fayette, Indiana, 
where the remaineder of his life was spent. 

Hle arrived at La Fayette in 1839, and began at once the practice of 
his profession, to which he brought good acquirements, industry, en- 
ergy, and rather conspicuous powers as an advocate. He very soon 
entered into political life, and the practice of his profession was neces- 
sarily much interrupted by the public duties to which he was repeat- 
ediy called by his neighbors. 

In 1843, only four years after his removal to La Fayette, he was 
elected to the State senate as a Whig. That he served his constituency 
with tidelity is evidenced by the fact that he was twice afterward re- 
turned by them. 

in 1845, when only 28 years of age, he was, after a very spirited and 
protracted contest, chosen president of the senate. 

in the year 1848 Mr. OrTH was a Presidential elector on the Taylor 
and Figdmore ticket, and took an active and effective part in that excit- 
ing campaign. He was a member of the peace congress which assem- 
bled at Washington in 1861, being one of the five delegates from the 
State of Indiana. 

In 1862 he entered the military service of his country and was placed 
in command of the United States ram Hornet, assigned to duty on the 
Ohio River, where he rendered valuable, if not conspicuous service. 

In the year 1862 Mr. ORTH was first elected to the Congress of the 
United States. That campaign in Indiana will always bea memorable 
one. The first great impulse of patriotic enthusiasm had somewhat 
abated before a succession of disasters to the national armies, and a 
great deal of discontent had begun to manifest itself against the admin- 
istration of Mr. Lincoln. Of the eleven Congressmen to which the 
State of Indiana was then entitled only four were chosen who were in 
sympathy with the Administration, and of these Mr. ORTH was one. 
tle was at once brought into contact with the most exciting and mo- 
mentous issues which have ever engaged the attention of the national 
Congress, aad was not slow to lift his voice in emphaticand courageous 
utterances in favor of what he believed to be for the honor and perpe- 
tuity of the Government. 

Ile had faith to believe that this seeming ebb in the patriotic resolu- 
tion of our people to maintain the Government would be followed by 
a tlow which would lift the tide of patriotism and courage higher than 
before. His first speech in the House was upon a resolution for the ex- 
pulsion of a member from Ohio who was charged with the utterance of 
treasonable sentiments. Mr. ORTH was successively elected by the peo- 
ple of his district to the Thirty-eighth, Thirty-ninth, Fortieth, and 
Forty -tirst Congresses, and to the Forty-third Congress from the State 
at large, having been nominated by the State convention of his party. 
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ganization of the consular offices was arranged and the salaries, w)yiq1 
before had been irregular, were adjusted upon the basis of the respons ‘1 
bilities and duties of the respective offices. _— 

During his period of service Congress was called upon, not oy): to 
provide for carrying the war to a successful issue, but after it had ended 
to consider the more difficult and delicate subject of reconstruction 
Mr. ORTH soon came to be recognized as an influential and Valual 
member of the House. He was nota frequent speaker, but was a), WY 
listened to by his associates with interest and attention and never failed 
to make interesting contributions of suggestion and information to +}. 
discussions in which he engaged. 

In 1875 Mr. ORTH was appointed by General Grant minister to Aus. 
tria. He went to his post, entered upon his duties, and remained jn 
their discharge for about one year. In the spring of 1876 he was unay 
imously nominated by his party as its candidate fr governor, being the 
still at his post in Austria. He resigned his position and came home 
to enter upon the campaign to which his political friends had called 
him. Early in that campaign accusations were made against him in 
relation to the Venezuela treaty and claims. 

While indignantly denouncing the accusations as slanderous and wn- 
true, he was finally led to believe that the interests of his party would 
be subserved by his withdrawal from his candidacy for governor, and 
in the midst of the campaign, by a letter to the chairman of the State 
central committee, he announced his withdrawal. He was not willino 
that a possible defeat should be attributed to him, and so made this per. 
sonal sacrifice in the interest of party harmony and success. 

In the year 1878 he sought and obtained a nomination from his own 
people, those who knew him best, to the Forty-sixth Congress. This 
nomination was tendered by his friends, and accepted by him, as an 
expression of their continued confidence in his integrity and patriotism, 
and he was elected by a good majority. 

Very soon after taking his seat in this Congress Mr. OrTH, rising to 
a question of privilege and referring to the accusations which had been 
made against him, said: 

Mr. Speaker, this is the first time in a service of nearly twelve years that | 
have asked the attention of the House toa matter personal to myself. The cx 
planation which I am about to make is due to my Kienda, and especially to my 
immediate constituents, who have for so longa period favored me with their 
unwavering confidence and support. These friendships and this confidence are 
to me beyond all price, and shall ever be regarded as among the most cherished 
memories of my life. To some it may seem that this explanation should not 
have been deferred so long, but it was so deferred in the hope, now a reality, 
that I could make it in this Hall, where it can most properly be made, for the 
reason that here the chief matters causing it had their origin. 


dle 


Mr. Speaker, would you believe it, in view of the clamor which prevailed 
against me during this investigation, that while the “campaign document” is 
full of direct and incidental allusions to me, referring to me time and again by 
name, the report presented to the House mentions my name but once or twice 
incidentally, and nowhere makes the least charge against me personally, or 
any allusion or insinuation affecting my integrity or calling in question in any 
manner any of my acts in connection with this entire transaction. The presen 
tation of this report to the House was followed by a repeal of the act of Febru 
ary, 1873, which the committee in their report to the House say, * was whiolly 
unnecessary as the treaty provides that the awards * * * shall be finai and 
conclusive,” and the whole matter remitted to the Executive. 

Continuing he said: 

Asalready mentioned, Indiana is politically adoubtful State, By both parties 
it was then regarded as the pivotal State inthe Union, The result of her ele: 
tion in October would in all probability have been decisive of her Presidential 
vote in November, and that vote with equal probability might have decided the 
Presidential election. 

* ™ » * ” a . 

On mature reflection it seemed to me but one course could be adopted, and 
that was to remain no longer in a position when by so remaining I endangered 
the success of my party, to whose principles I am attached, of whose history | 
am proud, and whose continued triumphs are paramount to the wishes or in 
terests of any single individual. 

Mr. ORTH was again elected to the Forty-seventh Congress and was 
renominated by his party for election to the Forty-eighth Congress 
These repeated expressions of confidence by those who had known him 
from his boyhood and had watched his whole public career show that 
he was trusted and loved by those who knew him best. 

In his family relations the kindness which he manifested every where 
became a very tender affection. His home was the abode of reciprocal 
and self-denying service. Those who entered it always found an at- 
mosphere of peace. In his public life he was industrious and faithiul 
to the trusts he had undertaken. As a speaker he was earnest in man- 
ner, clear in statement, and enforced his views with courage and direct- 
ness. ; . 

Mr. OrtH’s health began to show symptoms of decay during tl: 
protracted session of Congress last summer, though he was not thous), 
either by himself or his friends, to be seriously sick. After the clos: 
of the session he spent some weeks at Berkeley Springs under the im 
pression that he was suffering from malaria. His health, however, 
continued to grow worse, and he returned to his home in Indiana. 

He was a man of great kindness of heart; his sympathy with men 
was large and wide. He had notonly a kindly face and a cordial yrect- 
ing, but was ready and prompt in helpful deeds. He took a great in- 
terest in young men, and by hopeful counsel and substantial aid «id 





He was during the Forty-third Congress chairman of the Committee 
on Foreign Relations, and did some very valuable work for the better 
organization of our consular service. Under his lead a systematic or- 


much to advance the fortunes of many who came to him for help. | 
His genial manner gave him ready access to the people in his political 
campaigns, and made hima formidable competitor. Until the campaign 
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of 1882 he had never been defeated before the people, though he had | ation, and the House recognized it as a defense perfect, full, and com 
been a candidate many times for State and national offices. This de- | plete. 


feat was undoubtedly owing in large part to the fact that the disease of | 


which he afterward died had so tar enfeebled him that it was impos- 
sible for him to appear before his constituents in debate. Indeed, he 
was able to attend but few of the public meetings held in his district. 

The excitement of the political campaign, from the active pursuit of 
which his health debarred him, must have worn upon his spirits. It 
was a new experience for this veteran to be a looker on. He was wont 


tobe in the thickestofthe fight. His friends carried on his campaign for | 


him with great spirit, and tried to make up by their efforts for the ab- 
sence of their leader, but it was of no avail; Mr. OrTH suffered his first 
defeat before the people, and at thesame time faced that enemy to whom 
we must all succumb. He found the circle of his intercourse, which 
had been so wide, first limited to his home and then to the narrow con- 
fines of a room into which only those who were of his own household 
could enter. 

In this narrow field, narrow as measured by a rule, but wide in its 
interests and affections, the final struggle was enacted. Slowly the life 
earrents ebbed; but while the bodily strength failed the spirit was 
strong. He drew the members of his own family close about him, and 
when the arms would no longer draw them to the breast upon which 
they had trustfully leaned so long he wrapped them in the softer folds 
of his kindly spirit. 

He entered the dark valley in the faith that there was light and life 
beyond. As its shadows deepened he said: ‘‘I know that I am in 
God’s hands, not only every hour but every moment, and they are good 
hands; yes, they are good hands.’’ And so this active and useful 
life was ended. A multitude of sorrowing friends followed him to the 
grave; the city with whose life and growth he had been so long identified 
mourned him, and the circle of sorrow widened till it touched the mar- 
gins of the State and nation he had served so long and so well. 


Mr. FRYE. Iam sorry, Mr. President, that I am compelled to bring 
to this occasion no adequate preparation. Perhaps the business of the 
last fortnight might serve to excuse me, and yet I do not feel at liberty 


to allow this opportunity to pass without a few words in memory of | 


one whom I esteemed as a warm personal friend. 


Mr. President, our lives here are not easy; all our ways are not ways 


of pleasantness, nor are all our paths paths of peace. We have much 
labor, many disappointments, many baffled hopes, many ambitions 
that never can be realized, much criticism, just and unjust, and some- 
times heavy weariness of body and of spirit; and yet there are grand 
compensations, and one of the purest is the delightful acquaintance- 
ships made and the enduring friendships contracted. 

It seems to me, sir, that, as a rule, to know a man well is to love him 
well. The Senator from Georgia [Mr. Brown] the other day in speak- 
ing to the memory of his dead colleague said that in early days, when 
comparatively unknown to each other, they were enemies, but in the 
later days, serving in the Congress of the United States together, know- 
ing each other better, they were warm, earnest friends. 

Sir, in these halls of Congress it seems to me as nowhere else in the 
world do men learn to know each other well. There are antagonisms, 
1 know; there is ardent, earnest, and sometimes angry debate; there 
is agreement and disagreement; and yet these very processes only reveal 
the noblest qualities and the grandest powers there are in men. These 
very antagonisms are but pathways to esteem. 

Sir, the North and South came out from that terrible rebellion with 
a new respect for each other which made in the future a closer union 
possible, ay probable, than there ever existed before that war. 

And yet now and then there comes a face which demands at sight our 
confidence and no man dreams of dishonoring thedemand. Such a face 
had Mr. OrtTH. I was serving in the earlier days of my public life in 


the House of Representatives. In those days, humiliated by a sense of 


utter nothingnesss, I was at one time compelled to address the House 
in defense of a report I had made. As I was taking my seat, humili- 
ated by the chasm between what I had hoped and what I had realized, 
awarm hand grasped mine and a rich, mellow voice said to me, ‘‘ Young 
man, that was a first-rate speech.’’? That hand and that voice were Mr. 
OrTH’s. I see him nowas I saw him then, white-haired, a fresh, ruddy 
face, a kindly blue eye, a gracious, courteous bearing; and, sir, it was 
not assumed for that occasion. It was the impulse of a great, warm 
heart. I sat in the next seat to Mr. ORTH for two years and knew him 
intimately for two years succeeding. I never heard him utter one 
harsh, one sensorious word about political friend or political foe during 
my whole service. 

ir, Mr. ORTH was peculiarly asocial man; he hadamind well stored 
by reading, by study, by extensive travel, and by large experience in 
public life. He had a warm and affectionate heart. He had unusual 
conversational powers, and I seldom have met a more delightful com- 
panion than he. 

He was not a weak man. I heard his defense, which the Senator 
from his own State has read here in the presence of the Senate. I knew 
that he was laboring under a sense of grave injustice, of almost insuf- 
ferable wrong, and he showed his strength and his power in his moder- 


Sir, Mr. ORTH was a man of strong convictions, of very decided opin 
} ions. He hated slavery; he loved his country with an intense feeling, 
| and believing that his party was the destroyer of the one and the savior 

of the other he was a zealous, earnest, active Republican, but broad 

enough to be just. 

I was a year ago near his own home, and made inquiry about him 

| I found, and was not surprised to find, that Mr. ORTH was well beloved 

in his city and in his State. I found that he was a good citizen; he 
was a kind, generous neighbor; he was a loving, tender father; he was 
a true, affectionate husband. God temper this to that widow and those 
children. 

Mr. President, I say nothing of the public life of this distinguished 
man, nothing of his achievements, of his successes,or of his defeats 
The distinguished Senator from his State has covered that ground thor 
oughly. I only speak of these homely virtues. And, sir, in that silent 
land whither he has gone may they not be the jewels after all? In 
that land ‘‘ who shall be greatest ?”’ 
Mr. President, eulogists say that these should be lessons to us, to the 

living. Lessons! Ah, sir, how swiftly they come! Hardly time for 
a recess between. Since I have served in the House of Representatives 
and in the United States Senate, sixty-nine members of the House and 
twenty-four Senators have joined ‘the innumerable caravan’? and 
crossed ‘‘the covered bridge.’’ Henry Wilson, just before he died, said 
toa friend, ‘‘ Eighty Senators who have served with me have preceded 
me to the silent land.’’ Said Hannibal Hamlin, in eulogizing Mr. Wil 
son, ‘‘Since I have served in the United States Senate and been its pre 
siding oflicer, one hundred and thirty-one Senatorsserving with me have 
gone beyond the veil.’’ Lessons! Ah, sir, we must be dull scholars 
indeed if we learn nothing from them. Said a distinguished Senator 
in this place a few days since, in speculating upon the life beyond the 
veil, ‘*Who knows?’’ I know, sir; any man may know 
chart absolute in its certainty, a guide perfect in His fidelity 
lessons God speaks, and— 


There is a 


In these 





To the dead He sayeth: Arise 
To the living: Follow me! 

And that voice still soundeth on 
From the centuries that are gon 
To the centuries that shall be! 


Mr. VOORHEES. Mr. President, it was the custom of former ages 
for a man’s nearest kindred to speak his eulogium when dead. It is 
not so now. His associates in the affairs of church or state sit in judg 
ment on his memory. The member of the bar whose pleadings and 
briefs are over is spoken of by those with whom he has contended; the 
memory of the disciple of the church who falls to rest is cared for by 
one who shared his life and his belief; and so here in the Halls of Con 
gress we commemorate each other as we pass away. 

I knew Mr. Orr from the earliest years of my manhood. He be 
longed to a strong, vigorous, energetic class of men. He took a prom 
inent rank in the politics of Indiana while yet a young man. ‘There 
was a warmth and enthusiasm in his nature which accomplished much 
in his public career. He was a good neighbor and an obliging friend 
He stood well with those who knew him best. He always outran the 
strength of his party in his own home. No better evidence of a well 
spent life can any man have than this. 

Mr. ORTH served in the Legislature of Indiana, many years in Con 
gress, and some time abroad in the foreign service. He discharged all 
his duties in every station with ability. He never fell short of the ex 
pectations of his friends. Mr. ORTH was a partisan, but of a nature 


all parties. 

I might dwell upon the associates with whom he entered life in In 
diana, whose influence he experienced, and nearly all of whom have 
preceded him to the grave; but the time and the occasion do not per 
mit. He sleeps at the beautiful city of La Fayette with a strong band 
of comrades who have gone before him. Some day the pen of the his 
torian and the tongue of the orator will embalm the names of the pio 
neer thinkers and workers of the Wabash Valley, and among them will 
be found that of GoDLOVE 8. OrtTH. He was one of a brilliant and in 
tellectual fraternity, a fraternity at the bar and in politics which has 
left an enduring influence on the history of the State of his adoption 

I saw Mr. OrTH not long before his death. He was aware of his 
failing powers, but spoke of the future, whatever it had in store, with 
cheerfulness and courage. Those who stood beside him at the Jast mo- 
ment have informed me that his very last expression was one of happi 
ness. Peace tohismemory! In the grave all divisions are buried, and 
over that grave his friends and those who loved him will mourn while 
the days and the weeks and the years go by. 

Sir, in recognition of the sad event which we this day commemorate, 
I move the adoption of the resolutions. 


The PRESIDING OFFICER. The question is on the resolutions 
The resolutions were agreed to unanimously; and (at 4 0’clock and 
36 minutes p. m.) the Senate adjourned 





so genial and kind that his warm personal friendships embraced men of 
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HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
WEDNESDAY, January 351, 1883. 


The House met at 11 o’clock a 
F. D. Power 


The Journal of yesterday was read and approved. 


™m 


SUGAR IN WAREHOUSES. 
Mr. KASSON. Lask consent of the House this morning to take up 
a bricf bill, known as the sugar warehousing bill, introduced originally 


by the gentleman from Illinois [Mr. TOWNSHEND], and that it be 
p ssed at this time. 

Mr. GIBSON. I object 

Mr. KASSON. I will state that it has been reported unanimously 


trom the Committee on Ways and Means 
Mr. FLOWER. Let it be read. 
Mr. GIBSON. L object to the bill. 


The SPEAKER. Objection being made, the bill is not before the 
llous 
Gi. MILSOM, Hl. SPENDELOW, AND G. V. WATSON. 
Mr. SHELLEY. Lask unanimous consent that the bill (H. R. 3885) 


tor the relief of George Milsom, Henry Spendelow, and George V. Wat- | 


son, now on the Private Calendar, be taken from the Calendar and _ re- 
committed to the Committee on Patents. 
There was no objection, and it was ordered accordingly. 


HOUR OF DAILY ADJOURNMENT. 


Mr. REED. The Committee on the Rules, to which was referred a 
resolution in reference to the hour at which the daily sessions of the 
House shall terminate, has directed me to report a substitute therefor, 
which I ask the Clerk to read 

The Clerk read as follows: 

Resolved, That commencing with to-day daily sessions shall not expire earlier 
than 6 p.m. forthe remainder of the session: Provided, however, That the Speaker 
may in his diseretion entertain one motion each day to adjourn before that time. 

The SPEAKER. 
resolution ? 

Mr. REED 
the other side. 

Mr. HAMMOND, of Georgia. 
day . 

Mr. REED. 
point. 

Mr. HAMMOND, of Georgia. 

The SPEAKER 


What action does the gentleman desire on this 
I desire to have it adopted, if there is no objection on 
Under the rules it must lie over one 
It must unquestionably, if the gentleman makes that 


I do make it. 
It will lie over as unfinished business. 
CLARA WIBLE. 

Mr. MATSON, by unanimous consent, reported back from the Com- 
mittee on Invalid Pensions without amendment the bill (H. R. 3267) 
vranting a pension to Clara Wible; which was referred to the Committee 
of the Whole House on the Private Calendar, and the accompanying re- 
port ordered to be printed. 

ALASKA. 


| 
The SPEAKER, by unanimous consent, laid before the House a let- 


ter from the Secretary of the Treasury, transmitting a copy of a reso- 
lution of the Board of Trade of Portland, Oregon, in regard to Alaskan 
matters; which was referred to the Committee on the Territories, and 
ordered to be printed. 
LEAVE OF ABSENCE. 
By unanimous consent, leave of absence was granted as follows: 


ness. 
To Mr. PAUL, for four days from February 1. 
COMPENDIUM OF CENSUS. 

Mr. HERBERT, by unanimous consent, introduced a joint resolu- 
tion (H. Res. 330) requiring the Public Printer to transmit to Congress 
as soon as may be five hundred unbound copies of the Compendium of 
the Census, for the use of members; which was read a first and second 
time, referred to the Committee on Printing, and ordered to be printed. 


CENSUS. 
Mr. CASWELL. I ask unanimous consent that we take from the 
Speaker's table, for the purpose of acting on the amendments of the Sen- 


ate, joint resolution (IH. Res, 323) makingappropriations for continuing 
the work of the Tenth Census. This matter will take but a moment. 

There being no objection, the joint resolution was taken from the 
Speaker’s table, and the House proceeded to the consideration of the 
Senate amendments, which were read, as follows: 


In line 1 strike out “two” 
$100,000,"" 


_ Strikeout all afterthe word * bureau,” in line 4, down to and including “ first,”’ 
in line 7, and insert * for the fiscal year ending June 30,” 

Mr. CASWELL. I move concurrence in these amendments. 

The amendments were concurred in. 

Mr, CASWELL moved to consider the vote by which the amend- 


and insert ‘“‘one;" so as to read: “the sum of 


To Mr, VALENTINE, until Monday next, on account of important busi- | 


| 


Prayer by the Chaplain, Rev. | 
| 


ments were concurred in; and also moved that the motion to reconside 
laid on the table. 

The latter motion was agreed to. 

BRIDGE FROM OMAHA TO COUNCIL BLUFFs. 

Mr. VALENTINE, by unanimous consent, introduced a bill (1. | 
7474) to authorize the construction of a bridge across the Missouri River 
directly between the cities of Omaha, in the State of Nebraska, and 
Council Bluffs, in the State of Iowa, and to establish the same as a post- 
road; which was read a first and second time, referred to the Committee: 
on Commerce, and ordered to be printed. 

THE PRINTING OF AGRICULTURAL REPORT. 
Mr. VALENTINE also, by unanimous consent, introduced a joint 


The 


| resolution (H. Res. 331) for the printing of the Agricultural Report for 


the year 1883; which was read a first and second time, referred to t}y 


Committee on Printing, and ordered to be printed. 


| 











ORDER OF BUSINESS. 

Mr. KELLEY. I move that the morning hour for the call of com 
mittees be dispensed with. 

The motion was agreed to (two-thirds voting in favor thereof 

SUPERINTENDENT'S RESIDENCE, NAVAL ACADEMY. 

Mr. SHALLENBERGER, from the Committee on Public Buildings 
and Grounds, reported back with a favorable recommendation the to! 
lowing resolution; which was read, considered, and adopted: 

Resolved, That the Secretary of the Navy is hereby requested to inform thy 
House, at his earliest convenience, when, by whom, and for what reasons the 
old mansion at the Naval Academy, long used and occupied by the superintend- 
ent as a residence, was condemned and torn down and other foundations laid 
for a new building on the same site; also to state the total estimated cost of 
new building, if one is proposed, including furniture and fixtures, and to specify 
the items of appropriations under which expenditurestherefor have been madi 
and estimates submitted to Congress. 

Mr. SHALLENBERGER moved to reconsider the vote by which the 
resolution was adopted; and also moved that the motion to reconside 
be laid on the table. 

The latter motion was agreed to. 

TARIFF. 

Mr. KELLEY. 1 move that the House resolve itself into Committe: 
of the Whole to resume consideration of the tariff bill. 

The motion was agreed to. 

The House accordingly resolved itself into Committee of the Whok 
House on the state of the Union, Mr. Burrows, of Michigan, in the 
chair, and resumed the consideration of the bill (H. R. 7313) to impose 
duties on foreign imports, and for other purposes. 

The pending paragraph was the following: 

Alumina, alum, patent alum, alum substitute, sulphate of alumina, and alum 
nous cake and alum in crystals or ground, 60 cents per hundred pounds 

The CHAIRMAN. When the committee rose last evening the pend 
ing question was on the motion of the gentleman from Georgia { Mr. 
HAMMOND] to strike out line 232. 

Mr. HAMMOND. I withdraw that motion, as the gentleman from 
Kentucky [Mr. CARLISLE] desires to offer an amendment to the same 
line. 

Mr. CARLISLE. 1 move to amend by striking out in line the 
word ‘‘sixty’’ and inserting ‘‘thirty,’’ so as to make the duty 30 cents 
per hundred peunds, which will be nearly 25 per cent. ad valorem. 

This article is used to a large extent in manufactures, and I think 
the specific rate I propose, which is equivalent to 25 per cent. ad valo- 
rem, is ample. 

A MEMBER. Had not the gentleman better make it 40 cents’? 

Mr. CARLISLE. I am willing to make it 40. 

Mr. RANDALL. What is that equivalent to? 

Mr. CARLISLE. Thirty cents per hundred pounds would be equiva- 
lent to 25 per cent ad valorem. 

Mr. RANDALL. Then 40 cents is an intermediate rate. 

Mr. CARLISLE. I will take a vote, Mr. Chairman, first on v. 

Mr. RANDALL. Make it 40. 

The CHAIRMAN. The question first before the committee is on the 
amendment of the gentleman from Kentucky. 

The amendment was rejected. 

Mr. CARLISLE. I move to strike out ‘‘ sixty ’’ and insert ** forty.” 

Mr. KELLEY. I desire to say under the existing duty the price ot 
alum has been much cheapened, and it has been shown that while bleach 
ing powders and other articles entering, for instance, into the manutact 
ure of paper, which were on the free-list, had increased in price, alum, 
the one protected article of the number, had not only not increased }ut 
had diminished. And I can not see any reason for reducing the exist- 
ing duty on that article. 

Mr. CARLISLE. If it be a fact, and I am not going to question the 
accuracy of the gentleman’s statement, that the price of alum has fallen 
since the imposition of the duty of 60 cents per one hundred pounds, 
then it follows inevitably that 60 cents per one hundred pounds is 4 
much greater ad valorem rate on the value of the article than its {irst 
price. So in every instance where the price of an article subject to 4 


oo» 


ww 


specific rate is less now than it was when it was imposed, it is the duty of 
this House, if it intends to preserve the same equivalent ad valorem mite, 
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to reduce the specific rate. And it is in view of that fact I make the 


motion to impose 40 cents, which in my judgment will be a much | 


cheaper equivalent ad valorem rate than 60 cents was when Congress 
put it on this article. 

Mr. KELLEY. There are large importations under the existing duty, 
and the price has not risen; and I hope the proposed amendment will 
be voted down. 

Mr. CARLISLE. Let us have a division on this. 

The committee divided; and there were—ayes 42, 

Mr. RANDALL. I suggest 50 cents. 

Mr. MILLS. Let us have tellers. 

Mr. CARLISLE. Some gentlemen desire a vote by tellers on this. 

The CHAIRMAN. Does the gentleman make the point of order that 
no quorum has voted? 

Mr. CARLISLE. I dislike to make the point of order that there is 
no quorom, but this is a meritorious amendment, in my judgment, and 
[ must do so in order to get a further division of the committee. 

The CHAIRMAN. The point of order having been made that no 


noes 54. 


quorum has voted, the Chair will appoint Mr. CARLISLE and Mr. | 


HASKELL as tellers. 

The committee again divided; and the tellers reported there were— 
ayes 65, noes 62. 

“So the amendment was agreed to. 

The Clerk read as follows: 

Quinia and cinchonidia, sulphate and salts of, 10 per cent. ad valorem 

Mr. TUCKER and Mr. FLOWER rose and moved to strike out the 
words just read. 

The CHAIRMAN. 
ginia, on the committee. 

Mr. TUCKER. 
cinchonidia, sulphate and salts of, 10 per cent. ad valorem;”’ 
yield the floor to the gentleman from New York. 

Mr. FLOWER. Mr. Chairman, on Friday last I asked the gentle- 
man from Iowa [Mr. KAsson], a distinguished member of the Com- 
mittee on Ways and Means, this question, and I read from the Con- 
GRESSIONAL RECORD: 

Mr. FLower. If you do not need the money you collect on quinine why then 
do you collect it? 

Mr. Kasson. We have to collect money on something 

Mr, FLowrer. Why? 

Mr. Kasson, For revenue. 
sugar, and take it all off. 
all off. 

I asked that question, Mr. Chairman, knowing that the Tariff Com- 
mission had allowed quinine to come into this country free, and that it 
had been coming into this country free since 1879; and I asked the gen- 
tleman from Iowa [Mr. KAsson], a member of the Committeeon Ways 
and Means, the question to find out the reason for taxing quinine, and 
I learn it was for the same reason we taxed sugar and tobacco. I know 
there is a tax on sugar and tobacco, and I am willing to pay it, but I 
did not know we were framing a bill to raise more revenue. 1 supposed 
it was to reduce revenue, and if there be any good reason why quinins 
should be taxed I wanted the honorable gentleman frankly to tell me 
what it was. I did not know but the ingredients which entered into 
the manufacture of quinine had something todo with this tax, and that 
the six gentlemen who manufacture quinine in this country might want 
some protection on account of those articles which entered into its 
facture. 

I want to take the side of the men who did not appear before th 
commission, the men suffering from fever, and to protect them a little. 
This tariff bill protects everybody except the sick man, and I want to 
protect him; and that is the reason why I have moved to strike out 
the lines which the Clerk has read: ‘‘quinia and cinchonidia, sulphate 
and salts of, 10 per cent. ad valorem.”’ 

If the honorable gentleman from Iowa has any reason to give why 
this tax should not come off, I should like to hear it now. 

Mr. KASSON rose, but yielded the floor to Mr. KELLEY. 

Mr. KELLEY. Mr. Chairman, there are many reasons why the duty 
should be retained on quinia and cinchonidia. 
articles; they are articles the production of which consume dutiable 
and taxable goods. They are in their purity as essential to the health 
of the American people as any medicines known to that people. A 
pure supply of the product is an important element in excluding adul- 
terated foreign quinine and cinchonidia. 

Mr. DUNN. 
nection ? 

Mr. KELLEY. No; notin the five minutes. 
the Clerk read a letter from one of the leading dealers in drugs and 
medicines in the city of Saint Louis, Kansas City, and other places, 
giving the reason why this duty may be maintained and showing that 
it can not possibly fall upon the retail consumer because prices can not 
be adjusted under our system of coinage and the quantities of duty 
affected on the foreign purchase of this article. 

The Clerk read as follows: 


and | 


On your suggestion we do not need any duty on 
We do not need it on cigars and tobacco, and take it 


mann 
manu- 


Saint Louis, Mo., January 25, 1383. 
Sir: You are of course thorough!y familiar with the various views on the 
question relative to the duty on quinine, and as the matter scems now before 
J : : 
Congress for action, we take the liberty as your constituents to give you our 


The Chair recognizes the gentleman from Vir- | 


My motion is to strike out the words ‘‘quinia and | 


They are manufactured | 


Will the gentleman allow me a question in this con- | 


Iam going to ask that | 
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opinions ip the premises. The writer of this has been in the drug b very 


nearly thiriy-five years—seventeen years in the retail business in Fort Way1 











4 
Indiana, and since 1865 in this city as a jobber—and we believe that it is not only 
unjust to the manufacturers of quinine in this country to have this article placed 
on the free-list, but it is also an injury to the partiesdealing in this stapk Che 
only argument in favor of free quinine used by its advocates is that the poor 
fever-stricken patients are paying a blood tax to the monopolists (American 
|} Manufacturers Now, this 1s a most fallacious theory as we know from our ex 
| tensive experience An ounce of quinine weighs 45 grains Phe article is 
generally bought in quantities by the consumers, of 20, 30, or 60 grains, The 


prices charged are either 1 cent per grain or 1} cents per gt 


iin, and these 
have rated, and rate to-day all over the « 


Y prices 
atter whether the retail 


untry, no. 


druggists paid $2 or $3 per ounce; and the price is the same to-day when they 
| pay $1.75 per ounce. While we are always glad to see the retailers make a good 
| profit, we believe it will not impose a burden upon him if he has to pay 20cents 
| more per ounce, and it will act as a governor to keep prices more uniform 
| While quinine has never been a profitable article for the jobber it has been less 
| so since July 1, 1879, when it became free 
} Cinchonidia: Thisarticle has been used asa substitute for quinine, being a by 

product in the manufacture of this article, and is sometimes called “the poor 

man’s quinine.’ It was not known until some ten years ago by the trade, and 
| its introduction is almost entirely due tothe efforts of Po " iehtn 


| of Philadelphia. Itis a great ac 





quisition In materia medica : 1k 
} andin colds. This article now pays a duty of 40 per cent t " | 
efforts are being made to place it on the free-list This would surelw be very 
unfair if not an outrage. We beg to suggest that you kindly use your influence 
to have Congress pass an act placing 10 per cent. on quinine and all salts of 
| quinine, including the sulphates, and 25 per cent. on cinchonidia and all salts of 
cinchonidia, including the sulphate. 
We inclose a circular which will give you some additior \ 1, with 
the highest regards, we are, 
Your obedient servants 
MEYER BROS, & 
lion. GEORGE G. VEST, 
Senator, Washington, D. ¢ 
The CHAIRMAN. The time of the gentleman from Pen ania 


has expired. 

Mr. McKENZIE. 1 move to strike out the last word 
| I desire, Mr. Chairman, to give notice to the committe 
| proper time, if the amendment proposed by the g¢ 
| ginia shall pass, I will move to insert on the free-list ‘‘quinia and cin 
| chonidia, sulphate and salts of,’’ so that it may not come in under 
| the unenumerated clauses at an average rate of duty of 25 per cent 

valorem, but shall be entirely upon the free-list 

Mr. Chairman, in the consideration of this question it 

| that no argument whatever is necessary to demonstrate the importance 

of retaining these ‘les upon the free-list. No bill was passed by the 
| Forty-sixth Congress that met with such unanimous praise and com 

mendation on the part of the great body of the American peop! 

bill putting the salt 


s and sulphates ef quinine and cinchon 
tree-List. 


gentleman from Vir 
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ms to me 
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There are two questions that suggest themselves to us in this connec 
| tion: One is, has the passage of that bill stopped or retarded in any 
manner the manufacture of these salts in this country; and the mn 
| has the passage of that bill cheapened these salts and sulphates to the 
people of this country. The answers to these questions are very 
ple. So far from retarding the manufacture, I have in l table 
showing that since the passage of that act on June 30, 1879, which was 
the date of the passage of the | up to the pre { ( | 
been not only no decrease in the manufacture but there has been an in 
crease, two establishments having spru ) tom hat tir 
while the prices have steadily declined. With reference to the gq 
tion as to whether these articles have been cheapened by the pa eol 
that bill, I desire to call tl tter { the committee to t table 
prepared by Mr. J. S. Moore, who pro] 1 much eral 
mation upon the subject of the tariff as any other « n 
try, the chairman of the Ways and Means Committee aly ( 
Laughter]. From January, 1879, to June 30, 1879, t | 
1 is shown by these tables w 23.63 per oun l 
o December 31, 1879, after the free-quinine | 
operation, the price was $3.29 per ounce, makin | 
of 34 cents per ounce. In 1877 taxed quini: ld ‘ 
and in the year 1880 free quinine sold at $3.05 per o ol 
| 4 > cents 

In the year 1878 taxed qu nine sold for $3.52 an oun | Eeted 
quinine sold for $2.47) per ounce, showing the 1 \ of 51.0 

| per ounce under the operations of the fi ( ke it in 
| this way: the average price of quinine from January 1, 1877, to Jul 

| 1879, was $3.64} per ounce, and during the two la half ye rom 
| July, 1879, to Decemb - 1831, the avera price OL | quinine was 
| $2.86 per ounce, ora reduction of 78) cents per oun 

Now, I have tried « ery im inabl ‘ to find out « ici ly { 

amount of quinine was consumed in the Unite ‘ the very best 
approximate estimate that I] been able to reach is that it amounts to 
some 2,000,000 of oune I | ‘ thie fore, which re 
| sulted from the passage of this free-quinine bill is over $1,500,000 a 
| year to the people of this country nd taking it for the three year 
since the passa ot th bill, tl wing tot! \ n peopl has, been 
over $4,500,000. 

[ ask the honorable cl the Committee on Ways and Means 
if in the literature of petitions that have crowded his committee-roon 
that andience chamber of protection—a single, solitary consumer of qui 

| nine, white or black, male or female, ‘* including Indians 


not taxed 


| [laughter |, has ever asked that august body to restore 1 cent of d . 
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on that drug? I guarantee that there is not one, and I defy the gen- 
tleman from Pennsylvania to exhibit a single instance where any cry 
has ever come up for the reimposition of the tax on quinine, unless it 
came from the jobber, manufacturer, or dealer in some form, who is 
interested in keeping this tax upon the people. 

In all this bad bill of 140 pages, which is cumulative in its wicked- 
ness and progressive in its devilment, the proposition to restore the duty 
on quinine is the climacteric and ultima Thule of its meanness. {Laugh- 
ter.] No bill has ever emanated from the Committee on Ways and 
Means, a committee whose name should be changed by resolution of 
this Iiouse to that of the “‘ friends of the poor”? [laughter]—no prop- 
osition has ever emanated from that committee which compares with 
this either in its aggregated or segregated iniquity. [Laughter and 
applause. | 

The CHAIRMAN. The time of the gentleman from Kentucky has 
expired. 

Mr. ITOUSE rose and yielded his time to Mr. MCKENZIE. 

Mr. MCKENZIL. Mr. Chairman 

Mr. KELLEY. I rise to a question of order. I believe the rule is 
that speeches shall alternate for and against a.proposition. 

Mr. MCKENZIE. Ido not think it is worthy of the honorable chair- 
man of the Committee on Ways and Means, who has occupied so much 
of the valuable time of this House and the world at large [laughter], 
to object to my proceeding. 

TheCHAIRMAN. The gentleman from Kentucky [Mr. MCKENZIE] 
is entitled to the floor and will proceed. 

Mr. McKENZIE. I thank the gentleman from Tennessee for his 
courtesy. In all its dreary pages this 140-page bill is unredeemed by a 
single feature which looks to the benefit of either the Government of 
the United States or the people themselves except such as are manu- 
facturers, jobbers, or monopolists, and I defy the gentleman from Penn- 
sylvania | Mr. KeLLry] to show such a feature if it exist. 

The ague-stricken people of this country will call this Congress ac- 
cursed if the tax on this drug is restored. ‘They pronounced your party 
unworthy of confidence last November. They demanded reform in 
our tariff system, and it comes with ill grace from you after having 
been repudiated at the polls to reinstate a tax for which not one single 
solitary voter in America has petitioned except those who have a direct 
pecuniary interest in its imposition. 

You had as well attempt to lay a tax on air and God’s sun-light, 
which I honestly believe you would do if a single citizen or firm in the 
city of Philadelphia were engaged in the manufacture ofeither. [Laugh- 
ter.] I desire to ask this honorable Committee on Ways and Means if 
they are willing to go on record as championing a bill which looks to 
the relicf from taxation of all ‘‘ proprietary medicines,’’ preparations 
that have caused more wry faces and more pained viscera than all other 
preparations known to human ingenuity in the matter of physical tor- 
ture; and as still insisting upon the reimposition of a tax upon quinine, 
which ‘‘ brings healing on its wings’’ to every bed of sickness in the 
land ? 

By the way, | got a cireular-letter this morning from Rosengarten 
& Sons, telling me of the outrageous injustice being done to the indus- 
try they are following. They threatened us in 1879, when the bill was 
passed taking the tax off this drug, with the stoppage of their factory. 
But they are running still, and two additional factories have been started 
since the removal of the duty. Now, Mr. Chairman, the case before 
the House stands thus. Powers & Weightman against the sick people 
of the United States; Rosengarten & Sons against the fever hospitals. 
‘The majority of the Ways and Means Committee appear for the plaintiff, 
and I desire, Mr. Chairman, to have my name entered as attorney for 
the defense. [ Applause. ] 

I realize that numbers and ability are arrayed against me, but, poor 
advocate as I am, I feel that my cause is so just I can plead it success- 
fully before that great jury to whom you last appealed and who brought 
in a verdict of guilty without the recommendation of mercy. [Laugh- 
ter and applause. | 

You may defeat this amendment here; you may fail to strike these 
two lines out of this infamous bill; but we will appeal it to the Amer- 
ican people, and I have no sort of doubt as to the result. If you re- 
enact this tax you lend yourselves to the spread of malarial fever; and 
I want every man as he passes between the tellers here who desires to 
promote the establishment of pest-houses and fever hospitals, who 
wants to add rack and pain to beds of sickness, who wants to appear as 
the confederate of death, to record himself in favor of the restoration of 
the duty on quinine. [Laughter and applause. ] 

The CHAIRMAN. The time of the gentleman from Kentucky has 
expired, 

Mr. MCKENZIE. I sincerely hope the House in its kindness will 
give me five minutes more. 

Mr. KELLEY. I move that the gentleman have leave to print. 

A MEMBER. It is too good to print without being listened to. 

Mr. KELLEY. I desire to say if we throw open these questions for 
general debate in committee there will be no controlling the legislation 
of the Tiouse. I object to any extension of time in the Committee of 
the Whole. I have no objection to the gentleman printing his remarks. 

Mr. MCKENZIE. I make an appeal to the gentleman from Penn- 
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sylvania. I am going out of Congress but desire to be heard now 
behalf of the tax-payers of the country; and this is probably the |... 
despairing appeal I shall ever make to the stony-hearted gentleme = 
that side of the House. [Laughter. ] 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair will state the question. The gent] 
man from Kentucky asks unanimous consent that he may be allowed 
five minutes more. 

Mr. BRUMM. I object. 

Mr. REAGAN. I move to strike out the last word. 

The CHAIRMAN. Debateon the pending amendment is exhaust 
Does the gentleman from Kentucky withdraw the pro forma amenq. 
ment? 

Mr. MCKENZIE. Yes, sir. 

Mr. REAGAN. I renewit, and yield my time to the gentleman {yo 
Kentucky [Mr. MCKENZzIr}. 

Mr. MCKENZIE. Mr. Chairman, I thank the gentleman from Texas 
The Committee on Ways and Means—— 

Mr. MILLER. I rise toa point of order. I desire to know under 
what rule this debate is going on. 

The CHAIRMAN. What point of order does the gentleman make? 

Mr. MILLER. I make the point of order that a pro forma amenq- 
ment can not be debated, and that debate is limited to five minutes oy 
either side. I ask the Chair to have paragraph 5 of Rule XXIII read 

The CHAIRMAN. It has been the universal custom to allow debat; 
on pro forma amendments. 

Mr. MILLER. I object, and ask to have the Ghair rule on the point 
of order. I ask the Clerk to read the rule which I send to the desk 

Mr. HASKELL. Will the gentleman from Pennsylvania allow me 
to say a word ? 

Mr. MILLER. After the rule is read. 

The CHAIRMAN. The gentleman from Pennsylvania objects to 
debate on pro forma amendments, and asks that paragraph 5 of Rule 
XXIII be read. 

The Clerk read as follows: 


Whe general debate is closed by order of the House, any member shia]! be a} 
lowed five minutes to explain any amendment he may offer, after which the 
member who shall first obtain the floor shall be iene to speak five minutes 
in opposition to it, and there shall be no further debate thereon; but the sany 
privilege of debate shall be allowed in favor of and againstany amendment that 
may be offered to an amendment; and neither an amendment nor an amend 
ment to an amendment shall be withdrawn by the mover thereof unless by 
the unanimous consent of the committee. ; 


non 


Mr. HASKELL. Let me say a word, for I think it may be of some 
service to our friends on both sides of the House. However desirable 
it may be to cut off pro forma amendments and debate thereon, if my 
friend from Pennsylvania [Mr. MILLER] will think a moment he wil! 
see that this bill is so peculiar in its nature, almost every line of it be- 
ing a separate and distinct item, that all amember has to do in order to 
get an opportunity to speak for five minutes is to move some su)stan 
tial amendment of the rate of duty proposed. Therefore, it will amount 
to the same thing precisely as what is technically termed a pro forma 
amendment. 

Therefore, I believe it is best not to raise any point of order on pro 
forma amendments or to attempt to get a fine ruling of the Chair on 
the pro forma idea, and so attempt to hold men closely to the rule as to 
contining them in argument to the subject-matter of the amendment, 
for the simple reason that all a member has to do when checked on that 
line is to move some substantial amendment by way of changing the 
rate of duty proposed. That is the reason why members of the Com- 
mittee on Ways and Means have made no objection to such amend 
ments. 

Mr. MILLER. [shall insist upon the Chair ruling on this question 
of order. Unlesssome such action is taken this bill will not have passed 
this Committee of the Whole before the 4th day of March next. 

Yesterday I observed that amendment after amendment was ofiered 
to each line of this bill as we reached it, and often, too, by persons who 
did not seem to understand even the form or substance of the amend 
ments they were offering. The propricty of taxing beeswax, soap, and 
castor-oil was discussed at length, and the time of the House taken up, 
as though the people of this country would be crushed by such legis!a- 
tion. 

If it was the intention of the opponents of this bill to offer and discuss 
amendments which were germane I would not raise this point of order 
But when I observe that such amendments are offered for the sole pur- 
pose of retarding the progress of the bill, for the sole purpose of prevent 
ing the action of the Committee of the Whole upon it, then I raise this 
point of order and I ask the Chair to rule on it. 

Mr. ATKINS. Mr. Chairman—— 

TheCHAIRMAN. TheChairisprepared toruleonthe point oforder 

Mr. ATKINS. [rise to a parliamentary inquiry. 

The CHAIRMAN. The gentleman will state it. d 

Mr. ATKINS. I desire to inquire if the gentleman from Ken- 
tucky [Mr. MCKENzIe] did not withdraw his amendment by unani- 
mous consent; and if the gentleman from Texas [Mr. REAGAN] did not 
thereupon renew it and yield the time, to which he was entitled under 
the rule, to the gentleman from Kentucky? If so, is not the gentle- 
man from Kentucky in order? 
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The CHAIRMAN. The Chair understands that what the gentleman 
from Tennessee [Mr. ATKINS] states is the fact. 
Kent . 
the gentleman from Texas [Mr. REAGAN] then took the floor, renewed 


the amendmentand yielded his time to the gentleman from Kentucky. | 


The Chair therefore rules that the gentleman from Kentucky is in order, 
and will proceed. 

Mr. KCKENZIE. All these irrelevant remarks which have been 
made on a point of order are somewhat damaging to the continuity of 
my speech. [Laughter. ] 

Mr. MILLER. I rise to a parliamentary inquiry. 

Mr. MCKENZIE. I decline to yield to the solemn gentieman from 
Pennsylvania [Mr. MILLER]. 

The CHAIRMAN. The gentleman irom Kentucky dec] 
and will proceed. 

Mr. MCKENZIE. The remarks of the cool-headed, mild-mannered, 
unfrenzied gentleman from Pennsylvania [Mr. MILLER] have added 
great solemnity to these proceedings, and I therefore proceed with my 
remarks with great misgivings. 

| want to call the attention of the House to the fuct that last year, as 
members will possibly recollect, I objected to the delegation of the pow- 


ines to yield, 


ers of the Committee on Ways and Means to that association of middle | 


| 


The gentleman trom | 
acky [Mr. MCKENZIE] withdrew his pro forma amendment, and | 





aged and highly unprejudiced specialists known as the Tariff Commis- | 


sion. [Laughter.] I did not then believe that the Tariff Commission had 
any more ability to revise our system of revenue than had the Commit- 
tee on Ways and Means. But after reading the bill reported by that 
committee, and comparing it with the report of the Tariif Commission 
and its recommendations, I desire publicly to retract every utterance 
I made on that occasion. [Laughter. ] 

Now, look at the free-list of this bill; it is full of goodness and wis- 
dom and benevolence. I see here, and thank God for it, that the Com- 
mitteeon Waysand Means have put ‘* blood’”’ on the free-list. [Laugh- 
ter.] Sir, if you were to levy a tax of only 1 cent agallon on all the blood 
which you have extracted, through the means of your infamous tariff, 
from the American people, you could pay the national debt in twelve 
months and have a large surplusin the Federal Treasury. Considering 
the enormous amount that you have heretofore extracted, you need not 
levy any prohibitory duties on it, nor need you permit it to come in 
free. It is aJready a drug in the market. 

Then I find that the committee has put ‘‘ bone-dust’’ on the free-list. 
My God, gentlemen, you are manufacturing bone-dust in pauper grave- 





| able to compete with a free tariff aga 


yards whenever you propose to tax quinine, and you are makingit very | 


fast. (Laughter. ] 
You have put ‘‘ musk and civet’’ on the free-list. 
to contemplate this bill, looking at it in its altitude and its pulchri- 


tude, in its concavity and its convexity, in its obliquity and its iniquity, | 


I feel like exclaiming with old King Lear when contemplating the in- 
gratitude of his daughters, ‘‘Give me an ounce of civet, good apothe- 
cary, to sweeten my imagination.’? [Laughter. ] 

You have exempted “‘ipecac’’ fram duty. Ah, gentlemen, you need 
not put that on the free-list to create nausea enough in the stomachs 
of the American people to lead them to spew your party out in 1884. 
[ Laughter. ] 

And you have put ‘‘ leeches ’’ on the free-list. That I suppose is for 
the purpose of exempting the protected ‘‘barons’’ and the Committee 
on Ways and Means. [Laughter. ] 


Now, when I come | 


Then you have put upon the free-list an article called ‘‘divi-divi.’’ | 


What that is God Almighty and a few protected individuals only know. 


I presume it is meant to protect these ‘‘ barons,’’ and to suggest that | 


the Committee on Ways and Means wants a double quantity of what- 
ever “‘divy’’ is. [Laughter. ] 

You have put diamonds on the free-list. Now, gentlemen, if there 
is anything on the face of the earth that grinds the poor people of this 
land into the very dirt, it is the tax on diamonds. [ Laughter. ] 

You have put ‘‘joss sticks’’ on the free-list. Still ministering to the 
spiritual wants of the Chinese. [Laughter.] You are willing that the 
heathern within our borders may burn incense to his unknown god 
free from taxation while the humbie American worshiper is taxed 25 
per cent. upon the Bible which points his way to heaven. [ Applause. } 
I saw a lot of you at the Chinese minister’s the other night; and while 
you may despise his civilization you manifested a very high appreciation 
of his punch. [Laughter.] Asiatic civilization when it comes to the 
matter of ‘‘cheap labor’? does not suit the average Republican; but 
the terrapin and champagne frappé of the ‘‘heathen Chince,”’? I am 
forced to conclude, met with the unqualified approbation of gentlemen 
on the other side of the House. [Laughter. ] 


for.’’ 
mittee. ‘They are fast growing old; and thank God an indignant people 
will shortly relegate them to the shades of private life. They may stray 
out of this country some time, and if they ever come back they will 
have to come in under the head of ‘‘old junk, not otherwise provided 
for.” (Great laughter and applause.] I am glad you put this on the 
free-list, becanse it will save you from undergoing inquisitorial processes 
in a Democratic custom-house. [Laughter. ] 
{Here the hammer fell. } 





You have also put on the free-list ‘‘junk, old, not otherwise provided | 
This was done for the protection of the Ways and Means Com- | 
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Mr. McLEAN, of Missouri, obtained the floor. 

Mr. MCKENZIE. I desire five minvtes more. [Criesof ‘‘Goon!’’] 

Mr. McLEAN, of Missouri. I will allow the gentleman from Ken 
tucky [Mr. MCKENZIE] to occupy five minutes more. 

Mr. KELLEY. Mr. Chairman, I insist that both sides have a right 
to be heard. 

Mr. COBB. They will be. 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair has recognized the gentleman trom 
Missouri [Mr. MCLEAN], who will proceed for five minutes 

Mr. KELLEY. I hold that the gentleman has no right to yield un 
der the rules. 5 

Mr. McLEAN, of Missouri. In regard to this matter of quinine | 
wish to say that the poor are not affected by this 10 per cent. duty. To 
prove this I wish to have read two letters from men who are engaged 
largely in business and know what they are talkin: 

Mr. CHACE. What branch of business ? 

Mr. MCLEAN, of Missouri 
Saint Louis. 

Mr.CHACE. Not manuticturers? 

Mr. McLEAN, of Missouri. Not manufacturers, either of 

Mr. CHACE. Those are men we want to hear 

The Clerk proceeded to read the following letters 


r about 


They are large wholesale druggists in 


OFFIC! RicHakt 
Saint Lou January 2 
D¥AR Sir: In view of the approaching legislation affecting chemicals, & 
the proposed revision of the tariff, we desire to call your attention more 
ticularly to the articles sulphate of quinine and sulphate of cinchonidiaand t 
salts. We would particularly urge that a duty of 10 per cent. on the { 
2 per cent. on the latter shall be enacted, as there is no doubt but what our 
can manufacturers are clearly entitled to this protection Phey have sutlered a 
great deal within the last twelve months from foreign cownpetition 
petition can not be possibly overcome by a less protection than that alx 
tioned, Thisis an industry that should not be lost to the cou 
must eventually cause suffering if it should be 
We inclose you an article by Mr. A. II. Jones, which will give some facts worthy 
of notice. The largest manufactory of quinine was formerly located in Phil: 
phia; itisnow located in Milan, Italy Phe imports of quinine in L879 were 2 
ounces, and in 1882, 795,000 our If our American manufacturers had been 
1 nst foreign manufactures, we d 
that they would not have allowed this large increase to take place 
We shall be glad if this matter will interest you su@iciently to give it that at 
tention wheth it requires, and wetrustalsothat your interest may be for the pro 


or 


niry, and one whicl 


«le 
S000 
wes 


feel assure 


tection of our American manufacturers to the extent above indicated on thes« 
important articles 
Yours truly, 
RICHARDSON & CO 
lion. Dr. J. H. McLean 
House of Representatives Untitled States, Washington, D.C 


SAMT Louls, January 26, S83 

DrEAR Sirk: Allow us to call your attention to the bill soon to come before the 
House in regard to the duty on quinine and cinchonidia. We believe that a 10 
per cent. duty on quinine and the present duty of 25 per cent. on cinchonidia and 
their salts are no injury to the consumer and only just to the manufacturers in 
this country. 

We believe that putting them on the free-list will eventually destroy the mar 
ufacture of them in this country, and we shall be at the merey of European 
manufacturers and prices will be higher than with a duty to protect our home 
manufactures, Also, in case of a war with any European power our supply will 


be cut off and we will be great sufferers without it. We ask your influence to 


maintain the duty of 25 per cent. on cinchonidia and its saltsand have a duty of 
10 per cent, placed on quinin 
Respectfully, 
GEORGE kh. HOPKINS & CC 
lion. J. H. McLean, 
House of Representatives, Washington city 

{ During the reading of the foregoing letters, when the tive minutes o! 
Mr. MCLEAN, of Missouri, had expired, he obtained leave that the | 
ters be published entire in the REcorD. | 

The CHAIRMAN. Debate on the pending amendment isexha 

Mr. REAGAN. I withdraw it. 

Mr. BLANCHARD. Irenewit. Mr. Chairman, the paragraph nov 


under consideration, imposing a duty of 10 per cent. upon quinine, 1 
one of the many inconsistencies to be found in this bill. The adv 
of the bill admit that the measure is an effort on their part to decreas 
the revenues of the Government; yet we find that this duty of 10 per 
cent. imposed on quinine will, according to the estimate submitted with 
the bill, yield to the Government an annual revenue in round 
of $155,000. 

Now, this article of quinine is a prime necessity. With us in the 
South it is particularly so. Down there, where malarial chills and fevers 
are indigenous and where they are popularly supposed to be most prey 
alent, it is almost as much a necessity with us as the food which goes 
alike into the palaces of the rich and the hovels of the poor for the sus 
taining of life and the giving of health and strength. 

I desire to submit a few figures and facts in connection with this mat 
ter of quinine and its importation into the United States. First, how 
ever, let me state that this bill takes off all duty upon cinchona bark 
and all other barks from which quinine is manutactured; but it takes 
quinine from the free-list, where it has been since 1879, and puts it 
back upon the dutiable list. The evidence taken before the Tariff Com 
mission shows that there are but 4,000,000 ounces of quinine manulact 
ured annually in the world; and of these 4,000,000 ounces the United 
States alone consume 1,600,000 ounces—more than one-third of the 
whole manufacture. The testimony taken before the commission fur 


OCcutes 


numbers 
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ther shows that of the 1,600,000 ounces consumed in the United States 
800,000 ounces are manufactured in this country. There are in the 
United States only five quinine manufactories; and only five hundred 
persons are employed in its manufacture. This is the testimony of Dr. 
Robbins, himself a manufacturer of quinine in New York, who testi- 
fied before the Tariff Commission. 

I repeat that all the barks from which quinine is made are in this bill 
put on the free-list. Until the Ist of January of the present year there 
was a duty of 10 per cent. upon cinchona bark imported from the East 
Indies; but cinchona bark imported from South America, from which 
the greatest quantity comes, has been four years, and for aught I know 
longer than that, on the free-list. Since the Ist of January all these 
barks have been free; and this bill continues them on the free-list while 
at the same time it imposes a duty of 10 per cent. on the manufact- 
ured article. 

Now, sir, as to price (and I desire to controvert the statements read 
in the paper which the gentleman from Pennsylvania [Mr. KELLEY] 
sent up to the Clerk’s desk to be read and the paper which the gentle- 
man from Missouri [Mr. MCLEAN] sent up to be read), I have studied 
the testimony taken before the Tariff Commission with respect to this 
article, and the result of that study is, that before quinine was placed 
on the free-list it was worth per ounce from $3 to $4, and that since it 
has been on the free-list, with the exception—— 

The CHAIRMAN. ‘The gentleman’s time has expired. 

Mr. BLANCHARD. I desire but a few minutes more. 

Mr. KELLEY.  Lask that the gentleman from Louisiana have leave 
to print. 

Mr. COX, of New York. He does not ask leave to print. 

The CHAIRMAN. The gentleman’s time has expired. 

Mr. KELLEY. I have in twenty-one years never seen the time ex- 
tended in Committee of the Whole. I have seen one gentleman make 
twelve five-minute speeches, but the opposite side was allowed to be 
heard to the extent of five minutes between each two. And I can not 
consent to abandon so wholesome a rule here where we meet for the 
discussion of the price and the details of revenue bills. I mean no dis- 
courtesy to the gentleman, but I do mean to insist so far as I can on 
the maintenance of one of the most wholesome of parliamentary rules. 

I desire to say, as a protectionist, there should be a duty on this man- 
ufacture as upon all others. It is a manufacture requiring a most ex- 
pensive plant. Its vases of platinum can not be produced in this coun- 
try and can not be repaired here, and they must keep a supplyon hand 
for use for transportation and return and for absence in foreign work- 
shops. ‘They must keep large stocks of bark and solvents, all of which 
are taxed or dutiable, until recently, since the Ist of January, for until 
then that which came from the best fields, those of India and Java, paid 
10 per cent. duty. That was abolished in accordance with the treaty 
with the Netherlands. 

Now, sir, we have neither a protective tariff nor a revenue tariff on 
quinine or cinchonidia or their ingredients. The bark that was in the 
country to be manufactured, as is shown by our commercial reports, has 
been exported because with all their costly plant the American manu- 
facturer would not consume it. 

Now, what we are entitled to is revenue from these articles or their 
elements, and if it be true that the protective principle develops the pro- 
duction and reduces the price of other commodities, the law is equally 
true as to these important drugs. 

All that is said in general about cheapening these vital drugs I as- 
sent to; but I say to gentlemen on this side their whole theory in ref- 
erence to protection, as has been said on the other side, is a sham, a 
snare, and adelusion, or moderate protection will give you pure quinine 
and cinchonidia and keep down its price. 

I say to gentlemen on that side of the House who prate of a revenue 
tariff that we are entitled to some revenue from these costly and im- 
portant drugs. The letters from druggists already read hold that this 
duty distributes over four hundred and thirty-five grains to the ounce, 
can not be felt by the consumers, and it is merely transferring the guar- 
antee, so the manufacturer may have a chance in his own market, for 
the retailer who buys at whatever price he can buy sells at the same 
rate, because no coin will measure the reduction of duty. 

Sir, prices have fluctuated in this country always with the price 
throughout the commercial world. Quinine has been at $4 in London 
and at $2, and our market has always gone up and down with it, and 
the repeal of the duty, so long as the remaining duty on cinchonidia 
enabled our manufacturers to produce some, has been kept down. 

The CHAIRMAN. Debate on the present amendment is exhausted. 

Mr. BLANCHARD. I withdraw it. 

Mr. COX, of New York. I renew it; and I merely desire to say if 
this amendment places 

Mr. VAN VOORHIS. Can the amendment be withdrawn except by 
unanimous consent? 

The CHAIRMAN. Itcan not. , 

Mr. VAN VOORHIS. I objected as well as I could. 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair heard no objection, and the Chair has 
recognized the gentleman from New York. 

Mr. COX, of New York. Ishduld like tomake an amendment if this 
amendment is voted down to make it 5 per cent. 
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Mr. BLANCHARD. But suppose it is not? 
Mr. COX, of New York. I presume the House will underst; 
+. Stand the 
argument already made by my friend from Kentucky [Mr. McK ry Z1E) 
and the figures presented by my friend from Louisiana [Mr. By, om 
ARD], and the House will remember what ought to be remember. 
every single member of Congress, that this proposition practically 
places quinine just where it was before our reform on that subject T 
now yield to the gentleman from Louisiana [ Mr. BLANCHARD]. 

Mr. BLANCHARD. I thank my friend from New York. Now. yy, 
Chairman, continuing the statement I was about to make when inte; 
rupted by the gentleman from Pennsylvania, I state that the testimo 
taken before the Tariff Commission shows that prior to 1879, at whic) 
time quinine was placed on the free-list, it was worth from $3 to $4 an 
ounce, and that after that time, with the exception of a short period 
following the placing of quinine on the free-list, it was wort} 
$2 an ounce. 

But I will state further that until the duty upon quinine was ;, 
pealed, or it was placed upon the free-list, the article was worth 
retail 2 cents a grain and sold at that rate throughout the country 
Now, however, since the tariff duty has been removed the eviden, 
taken before the Tariff Commission shows that the consumer can obtaiy, 
it for 14 cents per grain, being a difference of 25 per cent. in his favor 
Now, Mr. Chairman, in further rebuttal of the statements made in t}, 
letters which the gentleman from Pennsylvania and the gentleman from 
Missouri sent up to be read from the desk, I desire to read from some 
of the testimony which was taken before the Tariff Commission, anq 
presumably under oath, while the statements contained in the letters 
to which I have referred were ex parte statements and made without 
the sanction of an oath. I infer that this testimony was taken under 
oath, at all events it was taken under the official sanction of a commit 
tee authorized by Congress, and I will read from that testimony and 
desire to call the attention of the Representatives on that side (the hx 
publican side) from the great State of Illinois, and especinlly the gen 
tlemen who represent on that side the city of Chicago, to what | am 
about to read, because the testimony is chiefly from druggists in that 
city. 

I find embodied in the statement of Mr. Robert H. Cowdery, mad 
before that commission, he representing the druggists’ association of 
the city of Chicago, and whose testimony is found on page 942 of th: 
first volume of the evidence taken before the Tariff Commission, on 
the point as to whether consumers of quinine have been benefited 01 
not by the repeal of the duty on that article, the following: 

I have copied several letters which I have received and which I will read 

Mr. William Dale, of Chicago, says: 

*“] can see no reason why the tax on quinine should be reimposed. The ev 
sumer does not want it, the retail pharmacist does not desire it, and the on!) 
——_ known to favor its reimposition are the manufacturers, and they on!) 
or their own gain, not ours. After considering the great fortunes made |y tl 
manufacturers on quinine with the tax on, I am notin favor of again taxing 
quinine in order that they may make a still greater profit. I fail to see wher 
the injustice is in having quinine duty free. My customers get their quinin: 
per cent. cheaper now than when quinine was taxed for the benefit of the m 
ufacturer, and at my customers’ expense.”’ 

Dr. Dyche, of the firm of D. R. Dyche & Co., says: 

“Tam in favor of keeping quinine duty free. The price has been mate: 
reduced to the consumer, and no one who understands what he is talking of 
would make statements to the contrary were he properly informed. This reduced 
price to the consumer is directly due to the reduced price to us, as compared t 
the price when the duty wason. I see no injustice in not retaxing quinine. | 
do see an injustice to the whole nation when quinine is taxed.”’ ; 

U. Gray Bartlett, professor of chemistry, doing business on the corner of |) 
diana avenue and Twenty-second street, says: 

“I stamp all such statements as false, as far as Iam concerned. I sell quinine 
25 per cent. less than when the duty was on in 1879. The attempted reimpositi 
of the tax I would regard as a fraud on the community.” 

J. H. Wilson, retail dealer, doing business at Michigan avenue and Twenty 
second street, says : 

“I have sold quinine 25 per cent. less than my price in 1879, when the tax was 
on, and have done so since it touched $1.90. I have not raised it since this ad 
vance of 50 and 60 centsan ounce. I regard it an injustice to raise the price when 
we have just made our prices uniform tothe consumer.” 
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I will not, Mr. Chairman, weary the committee further with reading 
from the testimony, but will say that to the same effect as the abov 
are the statements of Mr. Forsyth, of Forsyth & Co.; of Manville & 
Foote; of Peter Van Schaach, of Van Schaach, Stevenson & Co. ; of © 
F. Fuller, of the firm of Fuller & Fuller; and many others, all show 
ing a reduction of 25 per cent. to the consumer as the result of the r 
moval of the duty on quinine in 1879. 

[Here the hammer fell. ] 

Mr. BINGHAM. Mr. Chairman, I desire to say only a few words o 
this subject, and in reply to the remarks made and the figures submitt! 
by the gentleman from Louisiana, as well as in response to the figures su) 
mitted by the gentleman from Kentucky [Mr. MCKENzIE]. Both rei 
to the present price of quinine as the resultant of the relief of duty im) 
sition since the year1879. Thestatement isnotsubstantiated by the tacts 
The schedule of prices at which quinine has sold in the American 1) 
ket exhibits the quotation of $1.18 (for large packages) an ounce in }>"" 
and 1860, when the duty upon quinine was double the amount propos 
in this bill, and from 1860 the price has changed almost every mont h, like 
any other product, manufacture, or commodity in the American mar 
ket. Therefore the mere fact of the imposition of duty or the relict 0! 
duty upon the foreign product had no effect whatever, when quinn 
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came into competition with quinine in the trade centers of the world, 
as an element affecting its pricein ourown market. Quinine of neces- 
sity varied justas the crude elements or materials entering into the per- 
fection of the drug varied in price, and supply and demand held their 
inexorable relations. 

In response to the gentleman from Kentucky | desire to state that 
he has failed to inform the committee that the price of quinine has ad- 
vanced in the markets of the world. That while quinine in 1877 rated 
in the American market at $3.76 an ounce and in the London market 
at $4 an ounce, variations in its price have run from that day to this, 
not only in the American market but in every market; and to-day in 
London quinine is quoted at $2 ora little less per ounce, and in the 
American market at $1.75 per ounce. The gentleman has emphasized 
the changes in the American market and leaves the inference that here 
alone it is cheaper, because of the act of 1879 allowing its importation 
duty free. 

But such is not the fact. When the drug was cheap with us it was cor- 
respondingly cheap elsewhere. When high with us it was high else- 
where. The marking free under our tariff schedule has in nowise 
reduced either the wholesale or retail price. 

I will submit for the information of the House the following, and ask 
the gentleman from Louisiana and the gentleman from Kentucky to ex- 
plain the proposition on their basis of duty imposed as the forerunner of 
high prices, and free quinine as the basis of low prices: 

In 1860 quinine sold in the American market at $1.18 per ounce; 
quinine and the barks were dutiable. In 1867 quinine sold here at $2; 
the bark was dutiable at 20 per cent. and quinine was dutiable 45 per 
cent. and premium on gold at 32 percent. In 1880 quinine was ad- 
mitted free; its price, however, ruled in the market at $3.06 per ounce. 
In 1879 quinine in London sold as high as 13 shillings and 6 pence and 
as low as 10 shillings and 3 pence; in 1880 as high as 12 shillings and 
8 pence and as low as 11 shillings; in 1881 as high as 12 shillings and 
as low as 8 shillings; in 1882 from 9 to 10 shillings; and in 1883, 8 
shillings. Ifthe gentleman can adjust these variable prices upon his 
proposition that our duty rate caused them, I will yield the question. 
But I assert that quinine is cheaper to-day than at other periods, because 
either the crude elements are cheaper or the market figure is fixed be- 
cause the supply exceeds the demand. 

Let us not forget, Mr. Chairman, that there are but fifteen manufie- 
tories of this drug in the world, and under the fostering care of protec- 
tion we have in this country five of these great establishments. In 
passing, I would remark that under the tariff of 1846, so often and so 
affectionately referred to by the other side as the model Democratic 
tariff, quinine was 20 per cent., and the barks were protected. Our five 
great establishments stand to-day as the monuments of a well-fostered 
system of protection, capable of supplying the American market with 
the finest quality of the drug, equipped with skilled workmen and 
seas by men who by study and experience are masters of their pro- 
fession. 

These five establishments can largely supply the American market, 
and this market is the largest consuming market in the world. Of the 
4,000,000 ounces of total product the American market consumes 
1,600,000. But a few years ago we had the largest manutactory of qui- 
nine in the world. Theactof 1879 making quinine free passed, and the 
great establishment is limited in its production, and to-day the great 
house in the manufacture of the drug is located in Milan, Italy. We 
have fostered this industry until it is almost able to stand alone and 
compete with other countries. This bill recommends but 10 per cent. 
duty. The gentleman’s amendment would strike out this small pro- 
tection, and by so doing strike down a manufacture that has grown and 
developed and been fostered for sixty years under our generous laws, 
and thus destroy and throw aside all that has been gained. Under the 
protection given, cinchonidia—now 40 per cent., but by the bill fixed at 
10 per cent.—is included in the gentleman’s amendment to wipe out. 
Inconsequence of this limited protection upon cinchonidia the five Ameri- 
can houses have been enabled to run about half time or half capaggty . 
If the amendment prevails I announce with regret that every American 
manufactory will be compelled to close. 

Is it wise policy, is it far-seeing statesmanship, to destroy a home 
supply for the world’s greatest market, with all the knowledge gained 
during our civil war, not only as to the efficacy of this drug but of its 
absolute necessity, and depend upon either England, France, Italy, or 
Germany? Even if we do not manufacture to full capacity or fully 
supply our home demand, should we not protectand foster to the limited 
extent of 10 percent. our fully equipped and completed establishments? 

Can we afford to depend upon a foreign supply when we know by sad 
experience the absolute necessity our climate and diseases imperatively 
demand? Ihave but time tosuggest the thought. I shall not elaborate 
it. Igrant the correctness of the gentleman’s statement, that the bark 
is now admitted free, but do not admit the sequence that our manutfac- 
tories should be able to produce without protection. The bark is only 
one of the elements of quinine. 

Our manufactories are largely taxed in other ways, adding materially 
to the cost of the drug. A large part of the material that enters into 
the building and equipping of the factories, duties on all that they use, 
eat, and wear. The same taxes and wages that are paid by other manu- 
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facturers, taxes upon the crude materials, such as soda-ash, fusel oil, 
and alcohol, in fact everything that enters into our policy of protection 
to home industry, that has given us our land of plenty and peace, with 
a Treasury rich and able to meet every obligation and a people con 
tented and happy. Only 10 per cent. is recommended by the commit 
tee. No man can claim that it isa prohibitory tax. It is scarcely 
protection; it is best stated by the word ‘‘compensatory protection.”’ 
Why strike at this great industry and foster hundreds of others? With 
a little help it will soon control every market; deprive it of the 10 per 
cent. and you become dependent upon a foreign supply that when you 
most require it can demand any price and you will have to pay it. 

England, ever wise in making a foreign market for her industries, 
as early as 1855 sent explorations to South America to get seeds and 
cuttings of the cinchona plant in order to cultivate it. 

Markham’s Cinchona recites the thrilling history of his efforts to 
accomplish the work and the final suecess of his undertakings. He 
began plantations in the Neilgherry Hills, on the southwest extremity 
of India, the first experiment, and carried them on at an expense of 


over $1,500,000, until the result has proved an unqualified success; but 
not only has the government the satisfaction of seeing the yearly sales 
of cultivated cinchona barks from their plantations, amounting to thou 
sands of pounds sterling, but in addition, the fact is announced that al 


ready every dollar of their expenditure has been repaid actually and 
with interest, and millions of trees have been planted not only on the 
main land, but the Island of Ceylon, by private enterprise, is reaping 
immensely large sums from the plantations from cuttings and seeds fur 
nished by the government. 

And now the English Government is stimulating the introduction ot 
the tree into Jamaica, and the Dutch Government has immense planta- 
tions in the Island of Java which are very successful. Truly does this 
illustrate not only the wisdom of their policy from a commercial stand 
point, but in addition the serious importance they consider the certain 
source of the valuable medicine so indispensable now to humanity, and 
with what practical steps they have been identified to prove their interest 
Ten per cent. isnow asked, butif the committee's recommendation stands 
these five manufactories now so well established may live, but can not 
either grow ordevelop. If you take it from them they will be, after 
sixty years of protection, destroyed. 

I do not ¢onsider it necessary to discuss the question that a 10 per 
cent. duty upon quinine can make any difference in the price paid by 
the purchaser in the retail form. Suflicient has been said in the testi 
mony before the commission as well as by the letters read from the 
Clerk’s desk in the time of the gentleman from Missouri. I ask the 
House to gravely consider the importance of maintaining this industry, 
not only from a commercial standpoint, but as an indispensable medic- 
ament that becomes as necessary during conditions of war as either a 
military or naval armament. 

The CHAIRMAN. Debate on the pending amendment is exhausted. 

The pro forma amendment was withdrawn. 

Mr. KELLEY. I move that the committee now rise, that we may go 
into the House for the purpose of limiting debate on this paragraph. 

Mr. CARLISLE. Ihopethegentleman from Pennsy!vania will allow 
some member of the committee on Ways and Means on thisside to occupy 
a few minutes on this question. 

Mr. KELLEY. I withdraw my motion, and will renew it after the 
gentleman from Kentucky shall have been heard. 

Mr. CARLISLE. I move to strike out the last word 

I shall not undertake to reply to all that has been said by the two 
gentlemen from Pennsylvania who have just addressed the committee, 
but I desire to call the attention of the committee again to the fact that 
everything which enters into the manufacture of this article is tree ex 
cept soda ash and alcohol. And when we attempted the other day to 
give to the manufacturers free alcohol for use in the arts the point of 
order was made against the amendment by the gentleman trom Penn 
sylvania himself, and it was ruled out by the Chair. The bark is 
already free under an act passed at the last session. The gentleman 
from Pennsylvania tells us, however, that the platinum trom which 
their retorts and vases are made can not be produced in this country 

Mr. KELLEY. Or manufactured. 

Mr. CARLISLE. Or manufactured in this country or repaired in this 
country. But if the gentleman will turn to the bill he has reported he 
will find platinum and vases and retorts for use for chemical purposes 
are all made free. 

Mr. KELLEY. Idid not mean tocontrovertthat proposition. Iwas 
speaking of the question of capital involved. 


Mr. CARLISLE. These articles are all made free for the benefit of 


these manufacturers; and if the gentleman's argument in support of a 
tariff for revenue be sound—and | admit it 1s—these articles should be 
put, according to his theory as expressed this morning, upon the dutiable 
list, in order that the Government may derive some revenue from them, 
because they are not produced in this country and every dollar of tax 
paid upon them would go into the Treasury. 

Mr. KELLEY. My triend will pardon me. I was not stating my 
argument, but was stating the argument of that side of the House. 

Mr. CARLISLE. But for the benefit of these manufacturers we have 
put them on the free-list. I repeat that everything is free except soda 
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ash and alcohol. I ask the gentleman if it is not a fact that the man- that it was not an industry that needed any protection and decided t), 
ufacturers of quinine can use the same alcohol over and over again; that | the article should remain on the free-list. me 
after having used it once as a solvent it is subjected toa process by If we analyze all the arguments that have been advanced on the othe 
which the alcohol is recovered and used again and again in the manu-_ side of this House the fact stands out prominently that they are all 
facture of quinine? But notwithstanding this, I am willing to give | simply and purely in favor of re-establishing a monopoly of the } : 
them free alcohol. Iam willing now to permit them and all other man- 
ufacturers who use alcohol in the arts to withdraw it from bonded ware- 
houses without the payment of tax and use it free, and I regret that my 


friend from Pennsylvania does not agree with me on that subject. | five manufacturing establishments in Philadelphia and New York 
Mr. COX, of New York. I desire to ask the gentleman from Ken- | [I feel it my duty, representing thousands of people who are ye 
tucky a question. Who asks for this tax? What manufacturers, | afflicted by malarial diseases, to say a word in 
whether located in New York or anywhere else? I want to know. | my protest against this unjust tax. 
Mr. CARLISLE. So far as I know all the manufacturers of quinine | __I wish that in this Committee of the Whole there was an opportunity 
ask for this. | to call the yeas and nays on this proposition, so that I might see up- 
Mr. COX, of New York. How many are there? | covered those gentlemen on this floor who fail in their duty to the peo- 
Mr. CARLISLE. Five, as I understand it. | ple by passing between the tellers and voting against this propositioy 
Mr. VAN VOORHIS. And there are only fifteen in the whole | They are thereby enabled to conceal from their constituents their fayor 
world? itism for these monopolists. 
Mr. TUCKER rose. | This is a most vicious tax; it is a most inhuman tax; it is the crue). 
Mr. KELLEY. Remarking that the alcohol which evaporates can | est of all the taxes upon this list. It is nothing more nor less than a 
not be recovered, I move that the committee do now rise for the pur- | tax on the sick and unfortunate victims of fever and other diseases 
pose of asking the House to limit debate. throughout this land for which quinine is a remedy and the only accepted 
Mr. CARLISLE. Doesthe gentleman from Pennsylvania dispute my | specific. 
statement that the alcohol can be recovered ? {Here the hammer fell. ] 


Mr. KELLEY. What evaporates can not, and that is a large per- Mr. McCOOK. I have no disposition, of course, to prolong this dis. 
onthe mot ion of Mr. KELLEY was agreed to poser egal — > a a neti — re ae Cox] 
ur. “iLt . as to who ask for the Imposition 0 sen e Clerk’s desk 
The committee accordingly rose; and the Speaker having resumed and ask to have read a letter from a gentleman in the same district “ 
the chair, Mr. BuRRows, of Michigan, reported that the Committee of | which my colleague [Mr. Cox] lives (and also like him one of my 
the Whole Ilouse on the state of the Union, having had under consid- | constituents), asking the restoration of this tax. He presents the mat. 
eration the bill (H. R. 7313) to impose duties upon foreign imports, and | ter so much better than I can that I ask that his letter be read as a 
for other purposes, had come to no resolution thereon. portion of my remarks. 
Mr. KELLEY. I move that the House resolve itself into Commit- The Clerk read as follows: 
tee of the Whole House on the state of the Union for the purpose of New York, January 25, 1833 
resuming the consideration of the tariff bill; and pending that, Imove | pear Generaw: I take the liberty of addressing you a few lines relative to 
that all debate on lines 243 and 244, and all amendments thereto, be | the tariff bill as prepared by the ‘‘ House committee,” particularly that portion 
limited to ten minutes of it referring to sulphate quinine and sulphate cinchonidia. 
TOWN sHEND. f Minoi I os db ki h Being one of the largest dealers in these articles in this market, we are in a 
Mr. TOWNSHEND, o Inols. move to amend by making the position to speak intelligently on the subject. | s ; 
limit thirty minutes. Viewing the case from an impartial standpoint (having nothing to gain or lose 
The question being taken on the amendment, there were—ayes 61 should the articles go on the free-list or a duty be imposed), I believe “a duty 
‘ea ? ; ’ | of 10 per cent. on quinia and all salts of quinia, including the sulphate, and 2 
noes 101. duty of 25 per cent. on cinchonidia and all salts of cinchonidia, including the 
So the amendment was not agreed to. yi ~ no ea ona —_— gy pe dpegy aot Re pe ne tion 
pp y +ER "g. ; ; ; , » | oO ese industries in Is coun . 4 id only sulh 
Mr. SI RINGER. I will to amend by making the limit twenty | cient to put the American manufacturers in a position to compete with the jor- 
— e. = ~~ = re _ asa ehict sit eign makers, who are enabled to procure the crude materials necessary for maiiu- 
Mr. ROBESON. Gentlemen have already had thirty minutes on 


facturing these articles in the markets abroad under more favorable conditions 
that side ay — fneiee meee. aetna . , ; 
~~ es on . . a the § inine @ cine idi » both pro 

Mr. SPRINGER. Twenty minutes on this blood tax is not too - oa ewer ctl ay oe oe pe 
much. 2 Sosa - both are peiet See 10 per oma, duty. ae 

The et} »j ake y ’ re e business of this country een seriously interfered with by the remova! 

1 he - stion being take non Mr. SPRINGER’samendment, there were of the duty. The American product is about one-half of what it amounted t. 
ayes 42, noes 106. before the article of quinine was made free. : 

Before the result of the vote was announced, The importation of sulphate quinine for the year ending June 30, 1879, was 


mos : 
noxious character. What do they seek to do by this tariff? They - 


seeking to put a tax on the unfortunate victims of malarial diseases tor 
which there is no absolute specific except quinine, in order to enrich 


) yearly 
their behalf and enter 





Mr SPRINGER called for tellers. 228,348 ounces; June 30, 1880, was 416,998 ounces; June 30, 1881, was 405,55! 
— . oa ‘ | ounces; June 30, 1882, was 794,495 ounces. Of course this amount of foreign 
cllers were not ordered; there being but 13 in the affirmative, not quinine took the’ place of the same quantity that could have been made here 

one-tifth of a quorum. had it not been admitted free of duty. : 

So the amendment was not agreed to Ree Lae ae my a oe bark in Europe and the United States also show 

pa or ; n cag t t i islation : 

The motion of Mr. KELLEY to limit debate was then agreed to. re es ere 3 

Mr. KELLEY moved to reconsider the vote just taken; and also ¥ = | United 
moved that the motion to recoysider be laid on the table. eta ee 


States 
The latter motion was agreed to. 


Mr. KELLEY. I now move that the House resolve itself into Com- Packages.| Packages 
mittee of the Whole House on the state of the Union for the further a8, 6 ot, $73 
. ; 3 qe 36, 950 42,720 
consideration of the tariff bill. 141. 812 31. 400 
The motion was agreed to. 
The House accordingly resolved itself into Committee of the Whole, ; e ; 
Mr. BurRows, of Michigan, in the chair. nN ey x day | $2,016 in Europe to 141,812 is a remarkable showing, while 
The CHAIRMAN, The House is now in Committee of the Whole, ‘ 


ae quinine manufactory is now in Milan, Italy. Formerly it was in 
and resumes the consideration of the bill to impose duties upon foreign | Philadelphia, If both quinine and cinchonidia should be placed on the free- 


importsand for other purposes. By orderof the House all debate upon Te baw en tla 2 agen ot Saeraieaiatiaieant ae ites writer 1: 
the pending paragraph and amendments thereto has been limited to ten | personal conversation) on this most important matter of the tariff, 1 do not he='- 
minutes. tate to ask you to cast your vote and influence in favor of a duty of 10 per cent 
__Mr. TOWNSHEND, of Illinois. I move to strike out the last word. pre ws wrth ee hE petty Cpe ve cage wen A DF aang 
The advocates of protection have in this instance abandoned their usual | martyrs to the hue and cry for free trade. I remain, with kind regards, as ever. 
grounds in support of a protective tariff. Heretofore they have urged Yours, very truly, OGERS. } 
the plausible pretext that it is maintained for the purpose of benefiting | 47... axson G. McCoor ANDREW B. ROGERS, Jz 
American labor. This morning they put forth no argument in the in- ; 1 IEE LOD 
terest of labor, but solely in the interest of five manufacturing estab- | The CHAIRMAN. Debate upon the pending amendment has been 
lishments in this country which they seek to enrich at the expense of | exhausted. . 
the American laborer as well as all others. Mr. TOWNSHEND, of Illinois. I withdraw the pro forma amend- 
When this question came up before the Forty-sixth Congress there | ment. ° ’ 
were forty bills or more pending to put quinine on the free-list, one of | _The CHAIRMAN. By order of the House the time for debate upon 
the first being introduced by eae And when the vote was finally | the pending paragraph and all amendments thereto has expired 
taken on the proposition the majority in each House of Congress was| Mr. COX, of New York. What is the pending amendment? 
more than two-thirds in favor of the bill. The CHAIRMAN. It is the motion of the gentleman from Virgin's 
When the question was presented to the Tariff Commission, after giv- | [Mr. TUCKER], to strike out the lines which will be read by the Clerk. 
ing a hearing to these very parties now petitioning for a restoration of | The Clerk read as follows: 


the duty on quinine that commission unanimonsly reported to Quinia and cinchonidia, sulphate and salts of, 10 per cent. ad valorem. 
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Mr. COX, of New York. I want that voted out. 
out I will move an amendment. 

The question was taken on the motion to strike out; and upon a 
division there were—ayes 108, noes 57. [ Applause. 

So the motion to strike out was agreed to. 

The Clerk read the following: 

Natural and imitation mineral waters and all wholly artificial mineral waters 
containing not more than one quart each, 3 cents per bottle or jug: containing | 
more than one quart or fraction thereof, 3cents additional for each bottle or jug. 

Mr. KELLEY. I am instructed by the Committee on Ways and 
Means to move as a substitute for the paragraph just read that which 
| send to the Clerk’s desk. 

The Clerk read as follows: 


Imitation mineral watersand all artificial mineral waters shall pay upon bottles 
or jugs containing not more than one quart each, 3 cents per bottle or jug; con- 
taining more than one quart, 3 cents for each additional quart or fraction thereof. 


Mr. TOWNSHEND, of [linois, Does that amendment confine the 
tax to the bottle and take it off the water entirely ? 

Mr. KELLEY. It is a duty on imitation and artificial mineral 
waters. 

Mr. KASSON. As [stated the other day, it is intended to put all 
natural mineral waters on the free-list. To effect that purpose the 
chairman of the Committee on Ways and Means proposes this amend- 
ment, which, as I understand it, leaves the tax on artificial and imita- 
tion mineral waters at the rate proposed. 

Mr. TUCKER. Will the gentleman allow me to ask him aquestion ? 

Mr. KASSON. Certainly. 

Mr. TUCKER. Does the three-cents-a-bottle duty proposed in this 
amendment include the duty which is levied in another portion of the 
bill on bottles? 

Mr. KASSON. It ought not to be an additional duty. 

Mr. TUCKER. Would it not be better that the amendment now 
offered should include all the duty, as well that on the bottle as that 
on the water in the bottle? 

Mr. KASSON. That is what I understand to be the intention of the 
committee. If it is not clear, it ought to be clear. 

Mr. KELLEY. The substitute which I have submitted from the 
committee places a duty upon bottles or jugs containing artificial 
mineral water. 


If I can not get it 





Mr. TUCKER. The duty named in the amendment is 3 cents a 
bottle? 

Mr. KELLEY. Yes, sir. 

Mr. TUCKER. I understand that the duty on the bottle alone, if 
it came in without any contents, would be about 14 cents. 

Mr. KELLEY. I do not so understand. 

Mr. CARLISLE. A cent and a half a pound. 

Mr. KELLEY. The understanding in committee seemed to be that 
it was about this rate. These bottles generally weigh more than a 

und—some of them more than two pounds. 

Mr. TUCKER. I have a paper before me stating the weight of one 
dozen quart bottles as 16.5 pounds. 

Mr. KASSON. The chairman of our committee will allow me to 
say that I had prepared, in accordance as I supposed with the order of 
the committee—and it was upon my motion, as the gentleman will re- 
member, that the committee acted—an amendment to read as follows: 

All imitations of natural waters, and all artificial mineral waters in bottles or 
jugs containing not more than one quart each, 3 cents for each bottle or jug; 
containing more than one quart, 3 cents additional for each bottle or jug. 

Then there should be a clause somewhere to make this include the 
tax upon the bottles. 

Mr. TUCKER. Let the gentleman add a clause to that effect. 

Mr. KASSON. I will add the words ‘‘ which shall include the duty 
upon the bottle.’’ F 

Mr. HAMMOND, of Georgia. The amendment offered by the gen- 
tleman from Pennsylvania taxes the bottle, not the water. 

Mr. KASSON. It struck me in that way. 

Mr. KELLEY. The gentleman from Iowa intimates that this is my 
own amendment, not an amendment of the committee. It was fur- 
nished to me by the clerk of the committee from the committee’s min- 








utes. It is the committee’s proposition. 
Mr. TOWNSHEND, of Illinois. Let it be again read. 
The Clerk again read the amendment. 


Mr. HAMMOND, of Georgia. I move to amend the amendment of 


the gentleman from Pennsylvania by adding ‘‘ and upon such bottle or 
Jug there shall be no other duty imposed.”’ 
Mr. KASSON and Mr. HASKELL. That is right. 


ment, 
The CHAIRMAN. 


of the amendment of the gentleman from Georgia. 
Mr. TOWNSHEND, of Dlinois. Now, Mr. Chairman, as asubstitute 
for theamendment of the gentleman from Pennsylvania I move to strike 





The question is on the amendment of the gentle- | 
man from Pennsylvania [Mr. KELLEY] as modified by the acceptance | 


Mr. KELLEY. My amendment leaves out all natural waters 

Mr. TOWNSHEND, of Illinois. I will explain the object of my 
amendment. My purpose is to leave both the natural water and the 
bottle which contains it free of duty. I do not see any excuse for tax- 
ing either. The bottle will not come into competition with bottles 


| made in this country, because the foreign bottle has to come in with 


the water. 

Mr. KELLEY. That question will arise in proper time when reached 
in the course of this bill. The pending amendment does not include 
natural waters. 


Mr. TOWNSHEND, of Illinois. I understood the gentleman’s 


| amendment to embrace the bottle containing natural water. 


Mr. KELLEY. Not at all; it carefully excludes it. 

Mr. TOWNSHEND, of Lilinois. Then I withdraw my amendment. 

The question being taken upon the amendment of Mr. KELLEY as 
modified, it was agreed to. 

Mr. THOMPSON, of Kentucky. I move to amend the paragraph as 
now amended by striking out ‘‘3 cents per bottle’’ and inserting “14 
cents per pound.”’ 

A MEMBER. We can not weigh all these bottles? 

Mr. THOMPSON, of Kentucky. One of them can be weighed: and 
if they are all alike, you can calculate the weight of all the bottles in 
the package. 

Mr. HASKELL. They are not all alike 

Mr. THOMPSON, of Kentucky. They are notall different, are they? 

The CHAIRMAN. Will the gentleman state his amendment again? 

Mr. THOMPSON, of Kentucky. Itistostrike out ‘ 
tle’’ and insert ‘‘14 cents a pound.”’ 

Mr. ROBESON. Would not that impose a higher tax in proportion 
upon the jug which is worth nothing and is not manutactured in this 
country, than on the bottle which is worth something and the manu 
facture of which employs a great many workmen? 

Mr. THOMPSON, of Kentucky. I think not. It imposes a uniform 
tax on all these bottles. As I understand the fact, the bottles in which 
mineral water is imported are all resold and reused. I do not see any 
reason why there should be two rates of duty on these bottles 

Mr. KASSON. I wish to say, Mr. Chairman, that the higher reason 
which ought to control our action on that amendment is this: Neither 
the gentleman from Kentucky nor myself want to give an advantage to 
artificial and imitation waters over the genuine natural waters. We have 
had a petition, signed by the best medical talent in the United States 
hundreds in number, asking that natural mineral waters should be ad 
mitted freeofduty. Wewishtomakea distinction between natural and 
artificial mineral waters, and this does not make too much ofa distinet 

Mr. THOMPSON, of Kentucky. 


3 Ce nts per bot 


I do not see how this makes a dis- 


| tinction between the two. 


Mr. BRIGGS. I rise to a question of order. 

The CHAIRMAN. The gentleman will state it. 

Mr. BRIGGS. As I understand, this proposes to strike out some- 
thing just inserted. 

The CHAIRMAN. It does. 

Mr. BRIGGS. I make the point of order that it is not admissible. 

The CHAIRMAN. The point is made too late, and the gentleman 
from Kentucky will proceed with his remarks. 

Mr. THOMPSON, of Kentucky. Ido not see how a tax of 3 cents 
still levied on these mineral waters which are made artificially will 
accomplish the purpose stated by the gentleman, as the others, I under 
stand from him, are brought in free, and there is no tax either on the 
bottles or upon the waters; that is, upon the natural mineral waters 
imported into this country. 

Mr. KASSON. In other parts of the bill, unless changed, there will 
be the same tax of 14 cents the gentleman proposes. 

Mr. THOMPSON, of Kentucky. On natural waters? 

Mr. KELLEY. That will be in order when it is reached in its turn 
The gentleman is raising a question in advance of its proper order about 
natural mineral waters and the bottles. We will come to it in order if 
the gentleman will allow us discussion on this. 

Mr. THOMPSON, of Kentucky. 

The amendment was rejected. 

Mr. HARDY. I offer an amendment, to come in as a substitute for 
the amendment just adopted, and my object in offering it is to give a 
clear description of just exactly what is intended. 

Mr. KELLEY. We object, on the point of order that the clerk had 
proceeded to read the next paragraph, and further amendment is not in 


lask for a vote on my am ndment 


| order. 


Mr. KELLEY. On behalf of the committee I accept that amend- | 


Mr. RANDALL. 

Mr. HARDY. 

Mr. KELLEY. 
ment be read. 

Mr. BRIGGS. I object to the discussion until it has been read from 
the Clerk’s desk. 

The Clerk read as follows: 


Do not object until the amendment has been read. 
I claimed the floor at once. 
Reserving the point of order, I will let the amend 


out the words ‘‘ natural and,”’ allowing the remainder of the section to | Mineral waters impregnated with carbonic acid or other minerals by artificial 


means, 3 cents per bottle or jug; bottles containing more than one quart or frao- 
Mr. HASKELL. Those words are struck out bv the pending amend- | tion thereof, 3 cents for each quart or additional fraction thereof. 
ment. : 


Mr. HARDY. It is a definition of what are artificial and what are 
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imitation mineral waters. I ask the Committee on Ways and Means 
to accept it. 

Mr. KELLEY. Iam not authorized to accept such an amendment. 

Mr. HARDY. I withdraw the amendment. 

The Clerk read as follows: 

Barium, baryta, or burytes, crude and sulphate and carbonate of, unmanufact- 
ured, one-fifth of 1 cent per pound, 

Mr. KASSON. I move to strike out that clause, and desire the judg- 
ment of the committee. This is a raw material. 

Mr. RANDALL. Before the lines are struck out I'move to strike 
out the word ‘‘ barium.’’ , 

Mr. CARLISLE. It is of course in order to perfect the paragraph 
before the vote is taken on the motion to strike out. 

Mr. RANDALL. Certainly. 

Mr. TUCKER. The word ‘‘ barium’ was inserted at the instance 
of the chemical expert we had before the committee, who spoke of all 
the other articles which follow in the same paragraph as salts or oxides 
of barytes, and that barium was the proper heading of the whole sec- 
tion. 

Mr. RANDALL. Notwithstanding the information given to the 
committee by the chemical expert, I am advised that the word is used 
improperly and unnecessarily as a descriptive word, and that informa- 
tion came to me from practical manufacturing chemists. 

Mr. TUCKER. I have no objection to that. 

Mr. RANDALL. Thatisall. I am not conversant myself in chem- 
istry, but I am advised it is proper to take that out. 

Mr. TUCKER. I will say to the gentleman and to the committee 
what is chemically true of barium is that it is a metal, just as iron is a 
metal. 

Mr. RANDALL. But it is never used as here. 

Mr. TUCKER. But when you come to the iron schedule you put at 
the head ‘‘iron,’’ and then say ‘‘oxides and sulphates of.’’ This is 
merely intended to say that barium is to be followed by these other ar- 
ticles which are composed of barium as a metallic base. 

Mr. KASSON. 1 wish to say the definition of barium is a metallic 
base of baryta. 

Mr. RANDALL. Yes, sir. 

Mr. KASSON. And barytaor barytes is but one of the simple earths. 
My principle, as I have frequently stated, is to favor the raw material; 
this is very common and is the basis of many other things. I think 
there is no objection to this going on the free-list. There may bea 
question as to the advanced form. [Cries of ‘‘ Vote!’ “‘ Vote!’’] 

Mr. RANDALL. My amendment should be voted on first, to strike 
out ‘‘barium.’’ All the others are used to adulterate white-lead paint. 

Mr. KASSON. If IL understand the motion of the gentleman from 
Pennsylvania, it is only to strike out the word ‘‘ barium.”’ 

Mr. RANDALL. That is all; and I make the motion because I 
think it ought not to be there. 

Mr. KASSON. I give way for that motion. 

The CHAIRMAN. The question is on agreeing to the motion of 
the gentleman from Pennsylvania, in line 251, to strike out the word 
**barium.’’ 

The amendment was agreed to. 

The CHAIRMAN, The question now recurs on theamendment pro- 
posed by the gentleman from Iowa. 

Mr. McKINLEY. I trust the motion of the gentleman from Iowa 
will not prevail. This, Mr. Chairman, is an important product in the 
State of Virginia. 

Mr. MARSH. What is the motion pending? 

The CHAIRMAN, The motion pending is the motion proposed by 
the gentleman from Iowa to strike out, which has been read twice. 

Mr. MARSH. Can it not be again reported ? 

The CHAIRMAN. The Clerk will report the pending amendment. 

The amendment was again reported. 

Mr. BRIGGS. Has it not been debated already under the rule ? 

The CHAIRMAN, It has not. The gentleman from Ohio is recog- 
nized. 

Mr. MCKINLEY. I was proceeding to say, Mr. Chairman, that I 
trust the motion of the gentleman from Iowa will be voted down, for 
the reason that this is a valuable product in the State of Virginia; and 
the duty which we have put upon this material is only in proper rela- 
tion with the duty on materials of like character. It is buta fair duty 
when contrasted with other crude materials. I think we ought to stand 
by this bill and by its symmetry; and for that reason I hope the prop- 
osition of the gentleman from Iowa will not be accepted by the com- 
mittee. 

The CHAIRMAN. Debate is exhausted. 

Mr. KELLEY. I desire to say in addition that it is a reduction from 
one-half cent a pound to one-fifth of a cent a pound, and I do notthink 
the duty ought to be removed entirely. 

The CHAIRMAN. The question is upon agreeing to the motion of 
the rentleman from Iowa, to strike out lines 251 poe 252. 

Mr. TUCKER. I move to strike out the last word. 

The gentleman from Ohio [Mr. MCKINLEY] has referred to this art- 
icle as an industry of importance in the State of Virginia. Barytes is 
an earth, it is true, and is a raw material, just like iron ore and all the 








" 
ol, 
ores of copper are raw materials, none of which I find on the free-tig; 
in this bill. Barytes is mined for in the earth, and asa crade materia) 
is prepared for the market in Virginia as well as in other parts of the 
country. The present rate of duty, as appears here from the tabulated 
statement furnished by the Treasury Department, is one-half a cent per 
pound. I proposed in committee, when it was proposed there to reduce 
it to one-third of a cent—I proposed to reduce it to one-fifth of a cent 

I said that was sufficient; that our people would be content with ono. 
fifth of a cent a pound, that is to say, two-tenths of a cent per pound 
while it is under the present tariff system five-tenths of a cent. Under 
the present rate of duty it pays an ad valorem rate of 72 per cent., and 
I propose to make it two-fifths of the present rate of duty. 

Now, Mr. Chairman, as you are reducing all protective duties, | ay 
perfectly willing to doso, and, as I said, that every industry in Virginia 
shall bear equally in the reduction which every other industry jn )} 
other parts of thecountry must bear. This two-fifthsof a cent per pound 
duty, as I said, is sufficient in my judgment for that industry in ourState. 
That brings the duty down and below 30 per cent., while at present it 
is, as I have said, over 70 ad valorem. 

Mr. KASSON. Does the gentleman from Virginia affirm that this 
industry in ML needs protection ? 

Mr. TUCKER. I do not affirm it. 

Mr. KASSON. Then if it needs no protection why does the gentle- 
man ask for it? 

Mr. ROBESON. Let me ask the gentleman from Virginia if it does 
not employ Virginia labor to mine it? 

Mr. TUCKER. It does. 

Mr. ROBESON. And they are paid for that labor? 

Mr. TUCKER. They are. 

Mr. ROBESON. If it is imported and sold in the markets of this 
country it is produced by some other labor? 

Mr. TUCKER. Yes; produced by pauper labor. 

Mr. ROBESON. And in thatcase it is not produced by the labor of 
Virginia and they receive no wages from its production ? 

Mr. TUCKER. Undoubtedly so. 

Mr. ROBESON. Then I go for Virginia labor all the time and | 
favor its protection. 

Mr. HORR. Mr. Chairman, I think the gentleman from Iowa, if hy 
will give me his attention a moment, has not given this subject much 
thought or investigation. This barytes, I wish to say to this commit 
tee, is an element in the industries of this country with which I am 
somewhat familiar. I have seen thousands of tons of it, and have been 
engaged in its mining and manufacture myself. It is not an interest 
that is local in Virginia, but it is largely manufactured in Missouri. 
There are enormous enterprises there which make it by the thousanis 
of tons permonth. It isan article that needs protection simply because 
it is mined in Spain at little expense and is sent to this country as ha!- 
last and comes in free, and consequently comes in competition with the 
mines of Virginia, Missouri, and other places. It is used in cheapen- 
ing paints. It has been also used in large quantities for other manu- 
factures. 

A MEMBER. It is used, then, for fraudulent purposes. 

Mr. HORR. It maybe also used moreor less in perpetrating frauds 
It is a white, tasteless substance when first mined, as white as snow, 
and in its crude form it costs very nearly as much as inits refined form, 
because it involves but very little expense to manufacture it, the ex- 
pense of manufacturing being veryslight, as it is merely ground up and 
washed; and if persons claim protection, I think my friend from Vir- 
ginia would find there is as much reason for protection for this as inthe 
case of the metals. 

Mr. TUCKER. I withdraw the pro forma amendment. 

The question being taken on Mr. KASSON’s amendment, it was not 


to. 

The Clerk read lines 255 to 258, as follows: 

Barium, chloride of, 20 per cent. ad valorem. 

Barium, all salts of, fit for medicinal use, and not otherwise enumerated or 
provided for in this act, 25 per cent. ad valorem. 

Mr. RANDALL. I move to strike out the lines just read. I am ad- 
vised those four lines should go out and that the articles named should 
be remitted to the general class of 25 per cent. ad valorem. 

The amendment was not agived to. 

The Clerk read line 259, as follows: 

Refined borax, 5 cents per pound. 


Mr. ROSECRANS. I offertheamendment which I send to the desk. 

The Clerk read as follows: 

Add the preys 8 

“And all other salts, compounds, and products used in manufacturing or the 
arts, 8 cents for each pound of anhydrous borax theoretically obtained there- 


Mr. ROSECRANS. I desire to state to the committee that the object 
of that amendment is to make the tariff on borax and the products trom 
which that salt is obtained conformable to principle and to chemistry. 
In the first place, I would,state that this salt—refined borax—is largely 
used by blacksmiths, steel-workers, and manufacturers of glazed earthen- 
ware of the finer and also for the preservation of meats, so that its 
use is widely di over the country. 
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A second fact that I wish to state is that the trade in or supply of 
that salt since 1842 has been mainly in the hands of one large firm in 
the city of New York, and that that firm has managed the tariff so as 
to keep the control of the market up to the time when borax produced 
in the Pacific States began to appear in the New York markets; that is 
to say in the year 1873. 

A third fact that I wish to state is that since that time the produc- 
tion of borax on the Pacific coast, mainly from the arid alkaline plains 
in Southeastern California, Nevada, and Utah, is made inthis way. The 
crude salt is taken from the ground, lixiviated, concentrated, and crys- 
talized. ‘Those are the sources from which the salt is produced. 

Among the deposits found on our coast there are a few where the salt 
though impure and crude is very rich; and those few spots afford this 
salt at a moderate price. But the average cost of producing it from 
those plains amounts to about 7} cents a pound. Before the Commit- 
tee on Ways and Means the firm in New York which has monopolized 
the trade stated that at the time of the appearance of that salt in New 
York the market price was 33 cents a pound. 

The CHAIRMAN. The time of the gentleman has expired. 

Mr. PAGE. I rise to offer a substitute. 

Mr. ROSECRANS. I should like to have a few moments more. 

Mr. PAGE. I will say to my colleague [Mr. RosEcRANS] we have 
the same object in view but I am afraid his amendment is not specific 
enough, and I desire to offer an amendment which provides a specific 
duty. I send it to the Clerk’s desk to be read. 

The Clerk read as follows: 


Strike out line 259 and insert as follows: 

“Pure boracic acid, 7 cents per pound; commercial boracic acid, 6 cents per 
pound; refined borax, 5 cents per pound; borate of lime, 5 cents per pound; 
crude borax, 5 cents per pound,” 

Mr. PAGE. I think the Committee on Ways and Means ought to 
accept this amendment. There is no reason, in my judgment, that can 
be given why boracic acid should be put upon the free-list. It is known 
to the committee that out of one pound of boracic acid one and a half 
pounds or more of refined borax can be produced. Therefore with this 
duty there is no protection at all to this industry; and I can not con- 
ceive how the Committee on Ways and Means of this House overlooked 
this fact. I more than half believe it was done by mistake. When 
they have given protection as they ought to many industries that use 
borax it seems strange that an industry like this, confined as it is al- 
most exclusively to the Pacific coast, should not have the protection of 
a duty that will at least protect it. It seems to me that the commit- 
tee ought to accept this, and I believe this House will. 

I am a protectionist; I have always acted with the protectionists of 
this House; I speak for a people that demand protection for their borax 
and for the labor expended upon it. And I believe that while you pro- 
tect other industries that use this material 50 and 60 per cent.—to 
which I have no objection but will give it my support—you ought at 
the same time to protect an industry which has grown up within the 
last few years on the Pacific coast. 

Mr. RANDALL. [ask the gentleman from California whether the 
rate of duty he proposes would not be actually more than protection; 
whether it would not be prohibitory ? 

Mr. PAGE, I think not. 

Mr. RANDALL. I did not know; I merely asked the question for 
information. 

Mr. PAGE. I want tosay to the gentleman from Pennsylvania [ Mr. 
KELLEY] that if you admit boracic acid free you give no protection to 
refined borax. I only ask a sufficient rate to protect that industry, 
and I appeal to the American House of Representatives, which is always 
in favor of protecting every infant industry and the labor of the country, 
to put this on a par with other articles that are protected in this bill. 

California or the Pacific coast produced nearly 4,000,000 pounds of 
borax during the past year. And it is said that you can make one and 
seven-tenths of a pound of refined borax out of a pound of boracic acid. 

I do not know how that isdone. My colleague [Mr. RosEcRANS] 
knows better than I do; but it is a fact, as was well demonstrated be- 
fore the Committee on Ways and Means. 

{Here the hammer fell. } 

Mr. HASKELL and Mr. BERRY rose. 

Mr. HASKELL. I move to strike out the last word. 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair recognizes the gentleman from Cal- 
ifornia [Mr. BERRY] on the right of the Chair. 

Mr. HASKELL. I would like to know, after two speeches have been 
made in favor of this proposition, if this side of the House can not be 
recognized for a moment to say a word against it? 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair understood the gentleman from Cal- 
ifornia on the left of the Chair [Mr. PAGE] to speak against the amend- 
ment of his colleague [Mr. RosEcRANS]. The Chair will recognize the 
gentleman from Kansas next. 

Mr. BERRY. All I wish to say is this: It is well known to this 
House that Iam not a protectionist. But human nature is human nat- 
ure, and whenever the hog is to be cut up and divided around we on 
the Pacific coast desire a piece of the hog, some of the pork. [Laughter. | 

Now, here is absolutely an infant industry. On the Pacific coast is 
found the crude material, and it has been difficult to manufacture the 








refined article from it even with a duty of 10 cents a pound. Practi- 
cally we have had no duty, because, as has been stated here, of the ad- 
mission free of the boracic acid from which refined borax is produced. 
That acid costs absolutely nothing; it comes from the bowels of the 
earth; and all that it costs to lay it down in this country is the expense 


| of handling and transportation. 


On the Pacific coast much of our country is absolutely worthless for 
any purpose except the production of the crude material from which 
borax is manufactured. It yields that substance in large quantities. 
If we had cheap labor and good facilities for transportation we would 
require no protection. But it is known to this House that labor in 
California receives higher compensation than in any other part of the 
country. 

If it is the desire of gentlemen on this floor to protect American labor, 
here is an opportunity to doit. If you will place on this article a tariff 
duty such as you are placing on other articles, we will ask no further 
protection. But until that is done we can not compete with other coun- 
tries in the manufacture of refined borax. 

In arranging your tariff we desire that you shall not overlook the 
Pacific coast, as has been done heretofore on almost every oceasion. We 
demand at the hands of this House equal rights, nothing 

Mr. HASKELL. I hope gentlemen on the other side will give me a 
moment’s attention. I believe the gentleman trom California { Mr. 
ROSECRANS] will admit that boracic acid is now free 

Mr. ROSECRANS. It has been free since 1373 

Mr. HASKELL. And that the amendment offered by the gentleman 
from California [Mr. PAGE] proposes to put a duty 
on boracic acid. 

Mr. ROSECRANS. On anhydrite of borax. 

Mr. HASKELL. Refined borax in the United States is to-day worth 
about 12 cents a pound. , 

Mr. ROSECRANS. Thirteen cents a pound. 

Mr. HASKELL. And the amendment proposes a duty of & 
pound on an article which is now free. 

Mr. BERRY. I want the gentleman to unders 
advocate that amendment 

Mr. HASKELL. I want merely to have the thing understood, to 
see if I was rightabout this matter. The only borax beds inthe United 
States are to be found in California and Nevada: Teel’s Lake, in Ne 
vada, and one or two places in California where the crude residuum 
scraped up from the beds of lakes and springs. 

Mr. ROSECRANS. And also in Utah. 

Mr. HASKELL. I think my friend from California [Mr. Rost 
CRANS] was urging yesterday thatall crude materials yielding but litth 
revenue should be put on the free-list. 

Mr. ROSECRANS. If the gentleman will allow me, I did not say 
any such thing. 

Mr. HASKELL. 
this bill. 

Mr. ROSECRANS. All I wanted was to puton the free-list articles 
that did not produce any revenue. 

Mr. HASKELL. I desire to ask this question: a d ity of S cents a 
pound on boracic acid, the crude material found in the western parts ot 
this country, would be prohibitory, 

Mr. ROSECRANS. No, sir. 


more 


or 5 cents a yx mid 


tand that I do 1 


Now, I want to go as far as anybody in perfecting 


would it not? 


Mr. HASKELL. It would be about 75 per cent. ad valorem, and it 
looks to me as if it might possibly be prohibitory. 

Mr. ROSECRANS. Not by any means. 

Mr. HASKELL. I will offer one further suggestion, because I am a 
protectionist, and I am talking to gentlemen who when their ox i 


gored are very sensitive. 
If you do not put such a rate of duty on this article as will permit 
its importation, then you will find the country in this cond 


litron: the 


only sources of supply of the crude material which we have in this 
country are in Californiaand Nevada. From our manufactories in the 
East and the Mississippi Valley run the great monopoly lines of rail 
roads to the country of the gentleman from California 


of the 


it would be a se 


Therefore, if a duty is placed on this article so that the peopl 
Eastern part of the country can not import it at all 
rious blow to industries located on Eastern tidewa 
be impossible for them to transport the crude materi 
on account of the high rate of freight. 

Now, in adjusting this matter, in closing I desire to say simply that 
I will leave the whole thing to the considerate judgment of the House 
All I ask is that my free-trade friends on the other side of the House 
whoare clamorous for a prohibitory duty on this article shall consent 
to have such a rate of duty fixed upon it that importation will be pos 
sible and competition may be established. If that is done I will not 
say a word in opposition to it. 

Mr. BERRY. Let meask the gentleman a question? 
protection cheapen the article? 

Mr. HASKELL. Yes, sir, if you—— 

Mr. BERRY. And have you not competition in transportation by 
the route around the Horn and that across the country? [Here the 
hammer fell. } 

Mr. PAGE. 


ters, because it will 


i] across the country 


Will not your 


I withdraw the pro forma amendment. 
I renew it. I do not wish to detain the committee; 


so ak nde fgg i A 


Papin 











1862 CONGRESSIONAL RECORD—HOUSE. 


JANUARY 31, 





but will only state that since borax was discovered on the Pacific coast 
the price of English borax has been reduced from 30 to 15 cents per 
pound, and the price of boracic acid hasalso been reduced. This Ameri- 
can industry ought to be protected. We only desire enough duty to pro- 
tect those who are engaged in this industry in the United States. 

Mr. ROSECRANS. I rise to oppose the pro forma amendment of my 
colleague. I wish to explain the difficulties which appear to exist with 
regard to the introduction of free boracic acid. Let me say, as I said 
in the beginning, that the successive Committees of Ways and Means 
since 1842 have been managed by the men who have this trade in their 
hands, so as to enrich themselves without bringing revenue to the Gov- 
ernment. I call attention to the fact that in 1873 they had so managed 
that borax was selling for 33 cents a pound; and all the blacksmith 
shops in the United States were consumers, as well as all persons en- 
gaged in the manufacture of fine pottery. It is even used as a deter- 
gent in making soap liquids. When California borax came into the 
market what did the men controlling this interest do? They had bo- 
racic acid put on the free-list, and borax taxed 10 centsa pound. What 
for? ‘To exclude borax and to enable those who had control of the Eu- 
ropean market for boracic acid to manufacture refined borax in this coun- 
try and keep up the price as high as they could. Did they succeed in 
keeping it up to the price at which it was held before the introduction 
of California borax? No, they did not; because California borax came 
into competition; but having in their hands free boracic acid, the crude 
article of which the gentleman from Kansas speaks, they were enabled 
to destroy our industries and tax our people at their free will. 

I wish to refer to a statement before me showing the duty on these 
articles under the various tariffs from 1842. The duty imposed on bo- 
racic acid by the tariff of 1842 was5 percent. Then the gentleman who 
now manages this business made his advent into this country. Refined 
borax under that tariff was free. The duty on borate of lime was 25 
per cent. ad valorem, In 1846 Congress determined to put a 20 per cent. 
leveler on the tariff. Then, boracic acid being taxed 20 per cent., re- 
fined borax was taxed 25 per cent., and borate of lime 20 per cent. In 
1857 there was a reduction in the tariff. The rate on boracic acid was 
then fixed at 4 per cent. and on refined borax at 30 per cent. Thus the 
refined borax was excluded, and the control of this article was continued 
in the same hands. The duty on borate of lime under the tariff of 1857 
was 12 per cent. By the tariff of 1861 the duty on boracic acid was 10 
per cent., on refined borax 3 cents a pound, and on borate of lime 10 
per cent. These rates continued up to 1867, when there was another 
change, all these changes being for the purpose of enabling this one large 
monopoly to control the market. From 1867 to the present time 10 
cents a pound duty has been charged on all refined borax imported into 
this country. Whatis the consequence? Last year the whole revenue 
obtained from the importation of refined borax was less than $500. In 
the mean time this firm has been importing boracic acid free, thus fore- 
stalling the markets of Europe 

{Here the hammer fell. 

Mr. PAGE. I withdraw my pro forma amendment. 

The question being taken on the amendment of Mr. RosEcRANS, it 
was not agreed to. 

Mr. PAGE. I offer the amendment which I send to the desk. 

The Clerk read as follows; 

At the end of line 259 add: 


“Pure boraciec acid, 5 cents per pound; commercial boracic acid, 5 cents per 
pound; borate of lime, 5 cents per pound; crude borax, 5 cents per pound.” 


Mr. KELLEY. Oncommercial or crude boracic acid the duty should 
be lower than on the pure. I suggest that the gentleman modify his 
amendment by naming 3 cents instead of 5 as the duty on commercial 
boracice acid." 

Mr. HASKELL. And the same rate on borate of lime. 

Mr. PAGE. I modify my amendment by adopting the suggestions 
of the gentleman from Pennsylvania [Mr. KELLEY] and the gentleman 
from Kansas { Mr. Haske}. 

Mr. KASSON. Mr. Chairman, I am not prepared to vote for this 
large addition to our dutiable articles. I wish to say to my friend from 
California that the information before the Committee on Ways and 
Means—certainly that which came to me—was that California has most 
remarkable natural facilities for the production of these articles; that 
their beds compare favorably with the best beds in the world. From a 
statement I recollect very distinctly the profits of this concern were said 
to be enormous under existing conditions and would remain enormous 
under such arrangements as we effect by the bill. If the gentleman 
from California says that concern is not making reasonable profits in Cali- 
fornia, and that it needs protection in order to continue the industry in 
California with reasonable profit, then a new basis for our action will be 
presented. 

Mr. ROSECRANS. The only information before the committee was 
a letter of Phizer & Co., in New York, the very men who hold the mo- 
nopoly and have held it for forty years. 

Mr. KASSON. I do not remember that. 

Mr. HASKELL. Let me say about the monopoly, that boracic acid 
comes from Italy. 

Mr. ROSECRANS. And these people have the monopoly of it. 

Mr. HASKELL. Any man can import it who chooses to go into the 











business; and simply because there is only one in the business does not 


prove to my mind that there is any monopoly, especially when 
person can import it who chooses to doso. : P ay ehe 

Mr. BERRY. I wish to say a word in addition, and that is this 
that this company not only, as I understand it, hold the control, byt 
have a lease of the Italian product. Now here in our country isa crude 
material that costs nothing except for labor, and those gentlemen on the 
other side of the House who claim this bill is for the protection of labor 
should agree to what we ask, especially when it is no more than wij] 
give us suflicient protection in order that we may take up from the eart}; 
this raw material and manufacture it into a merchantable comme 
The material itself costs nothing, and only transportation and labo 
required to bring it as a commercial commodity into the market. 

I say it isacase of pure protection to labor, and I wish to see whet); 
gentlemen who are so loud in their profession of a desire to protect 
labor will in this instance break down this monopoly so as to enable 
our infant industries on the Pacific coast to have a small portion of this 
‘“‘*hog.’? [Applause on the Republican side. } 

Mr. STEELE. Did not the gentleman from California at the Jas; 
session of Congress come in here and ask us to protect his people from 
so much cheap labor? [Laughter. } 

Mr. BERRY. We do not want slave labor in this country. That 
day has passed. We are in favor of freemen. 

Mr. STEELE. If you get the protection you ask in this instance 
for your infant industry. in California, will you then vote for the bi||» 

Mr. BERRY. If you take out of it some of the rascalities and in 
famies which it now contains, I may perhaps do so. 

Mr. STEELE. In other words, you want the bill made just to suit 
you and not tosuit anybody else, or you will vote againstit. (Laughter 
and applause. } 

Mr. ROSECRANS. I wish to offer an amendment to the amendment 
of the gentleman from Pennsylvania, offered a moment ago. 

The CHAIRMAN. The pending amendment is the amendment of 
fered by the gentleman’s colleague [Mr. PAGE]. 

Mr. ROSECRANS. I will move, then, an amendment to come in as 
a substitute. 

The CHAIRMAN, The amendment will again be read. 

The amendment was again read. 

Mr. PAGE. Now let the Clerk read what will come in as a substi 
tute. 

The Clerk read as follows: 

Boracic acid, 6 cents per pound. 

Commercial boraciec acid, 5 cents per pound. 

Refined borax, 3 cents per pound, 

Borate of lime, 4 cents per pound. 

Crude borax, 4 cents per pound, 

Mr. ROSECRANS. I should like to have the attention of the gen 
tleman from Pennsylvania. The only reason I have for wanting his 
particular attention is that it arranges the different salts of borax whic: 
come into the market and which we want to use in their cheinical 0: 
der. I ask his favorable attention to the amendment, for the oth« 
crude 4nd unfair. I object to it especially for the reason, first, that i: 
is not made to express and be in accord with the chemical order of thes 
different salts of borax. 

Mr. KELLEY. I have no amendment pending. 

The CHAIRMAN. The pending amendment is that offered by the 
gentleman’s colleague. 

Mr. ROSEGRANS. I have the same objection to the amendment 
I thought it was offered by the gentleman from Pennsylvania. 

The question recurred on Mr. PAGE’s amendment. 

The committee divided; and there were—ayes 56, noes 37. 

Mr. ROSECRANS’S substitute was rejected. 

The Clerk read as follows: 

Cement, Roman, Portland, and all others, ground and unground, 20 per ce: 
ad valorem. 

Mr. CARLISLE. I move to strike out ‘‘20’’ and insert ‘'10”’ per 
cent. ad valorem. I knowof no reason why this article should be taxed 
at 20 per cent. It is an article of universal necessity and in gener! 
use, and unless the gentlemen on the other side of the House on thie 
Committee on Ways and Means can give some good reason for retaining 
this rate of duty I think it should be reduced. Cement is an articl« 
used for building, as everybody knows. 

Mr. KELLEY. The present rate is 20. 

Mr. CARLISLE. I know that. 

The CHAIRMAN. The question is upon agreeing to the amend 
ment proposed by the gentleman from Kentucky. 

The amendment was not agreed to. 

Mr. SPRINGER. I move to amend by striking out ‘‘20’’ in this 
line and inserting ‘‘15.’’ 

Mr. KELLEY. There is a verbal correction in the line just passed 
line 256, which I desire to make. The word “‘baryta’’ should be sul) 
stituted for “barium” in this line, as there are no salts of barium, bu! 
there are of baryta. 

The CHAIRMAN. Without objection the verbal amendment pr 
posed by the gentleman from Pennsylvania [Mr. KELLEY] will be con- 
sidered as agreed to. : 

There was no objection. 
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Mr. SPRINGER. 
strike out ‘20,’’ in line 261, and insert ‘‘15.’’ 

Mr. HASKELL. I would like to inquire of the gentleman from IIli- 
pois if he wants to increase the duty 5 cents on the amendment otf the 

ontleman from Kentucky ? 

Mr.SPRINGER. That amendment was lost. The committee voted 
down the amendment proposed by the gentleman from Kentucky, and 
now I propose to insert ‘‘15’’ as the rate of duty upon cement, instead 
of 20 per cent., as proposed by this bill. 

The CHAIRMAN. Does the gentleman desire to be heard upon the 
amendment? 

Mr. SPRINGER. Only a word. I need not refer the gentleman to 
what the President has said upon this subject [laughter], but I can re- 
fer him to what he said upon another subject, a sort of a general point 
in connection with the tariff, and which I commend to his prayerful 
attention. The President said in a recent message communicated to 
the House: 


It is one of the tritest maxims of political economy that all taxes are burden- 
some, however wisely or prudently imposed. 


The Tariff Commission stated in its report that a general reduction of 


duties would be made all along the line, averaging from 20 to 25 per 
cent. That was recommended by them, as I understand it. I have 
looked, Mr. Chairman, in vain for that general reduction. Here is an 
item which seems to me that the language used by the Tariff Commis- 
sion very properly applies to, and where we have a right to ask the Rep- 
resentatives of the people that the wise recommendation of the Tariff 
Commission shall be carried out. A reduction here to 15 per cent. ad 
valorem would be about a reduction equal to the 25 per cent. recom- 
mended by the Tariff Commission, and which it was conceded in that 
report we ought to have. 

Further than that, Mr. Chairman, I call the attention of this com- 
mittee to the fact that while cement is a manufactured article to some 
extent, yet it is practically in the nature of a raw material. It is the 

aterial used by mechanics and farmers in constructing their houses, 
wells, cisterns, &c., to a large extent, and should be madeas free as pos- 
sible in order that their homes, the shelter which is required by the people 
of this country in the winter time, and especially the laboring people who 
are little able to pay for expensive houses, should be made as cheap to 
them as possible. 

It is one article that enters very largely into general consumption 
and nearly all classes of the laboring people of this country, especially 
those who are engaged in building, are concerned with. It is therefore, 
I say, @ matter of justice and equity that it should be made as cheap 
as possible to the people of the United States. 

Here the hammer fell. ] 

The CHAIRMAN. The question is upon the amendment of the gen- 
tleman from Illinois. 

The committee divided; and there were—ayes 44, noes 76. 

So the amendment was not agreed to. 

The Clerk read as follows: 

Whiting and Paris white, dry, three-quarters of 1 cent per pound; ground in 
oil, 1 cent per pound. 

Mr. CARLISLE. I move to strike out ‘“ three-quarters,’’ in line 262, 
and insert ‘‘ one-quarter;’’ and I propose to follow that with the propo- 
sition to strike out ‘‘one,’’ in line 263, and to insert ‘‘ one-half.”’ 

This, it seems to me, is a most extraordinary rate of duty proposed 
by the Committee on Ways and Means to be imposed upon this article, 
which is in very general use throughout the country, and is an article 
of absolute necessity to farmers who desire to preserve their fences and 
buildings from worms or from the weather. One hundred and ninety- 
three and one half per cent. ad valorem is proposed by this bill to be 
imposed upon Paris white, an article, repeat, of the greatest necessity 
to every farmer in the country who proposes to paint his fences or his 
farm building. I do not think that this committee, when its attention 
is called to the fact that this high rate of duty is imposed, will sustain it. 

Mr. THOMPSON, of Kentucky. I would like to have read for the 
information—— 

The CHAIRMAN. 
ment? 

Mr. THOMPSON, of Kentucky. No; I rise to favor it. 
colleague, as he has not exhausted his time, to yield to me. 

Mr. CARLISLE. I will do so, simply repeating that every manu- 
factured agricultural implement, such as wagons and all articles of that 
kind, must use this in paint, as well as the farmer who would preserve 
his buildings and fences. I yield the remainder of my time to my 
colleague. 

Mr. THOMPSON, of Kentucky. I would like to have read, in the 
little time I have, the evidence taken before the Tariff Commission on 
this subject. 1 will read it myself: 

Paris white is made from English cliffstene, which is admitted free of duty. 
It costs in England 36s. per ton, or 39 cents per 100 pounds, the duty on which is 
$1 per 100 pounds, or a protection of 256 per cent. It is used very largely by 
man urers of wall-paper, oil-cloths, in whitening ceilings, &e. The con- 
sumption of Paris white amounts to many thousand tons per annum. The 
quantity imported for the eleven months named, including whiting, amounted 


to only 1,619 tons, of the value of $14,146, on which the Government received in 
duty .25. As the article of cliffstone, from which this is manufactured, is 


Does the gentleman rise to oppose the amend- 


I ask my 


I now offer the amendment which I suggested, to 








gee 
186. 
not found in this country, and the manufacture of it here employs but very few 
people, we would suggest that the duty be tixed at not over 25 per cent 

Whiting costs in England 20s. per ton. or 21 cents per 100 pounds, the duty on 
which is 1 cent per pound, ora protection of 476 per cent, It is an article of 
almost universal consumption, being used extensively by the wall-paper manu 
facturers, in the manufacture of putty, oil-cloths, and a variety of manufactures 
It is made from English chalk, a substance which is not found in this country, 
and admitted free of duty. We are not aware of any having been imported for 
some time, although as the articles of Paris white and whiting are classed to 
gether in statistics, being very similar, it is diflieult to state positively We 
would suggest that the duty be fixed at 25 per cent. 

Mr. HASKELL. Ifthe gentleman will allow me, the duty in this 
bill is upon the ground and prepared whiting 

Mr. CARLISLE. And upon the dry. 

Mr. HASKELL. Yes, but that is ground 

Mr. CARLISLE. It imposes the duty upon the dry whiting as well 
as that which is ground in oil 

Mr. HASKELL. Yes, but the dry ound from the cliffstone; 
the only difference is that one is ground in oil and the other is not 

Mr. THOMPSON, of Keniuc ky. lere is the 
perts in reference to it. 

Mr. HASKELL. I know about the manufacture of it as well as the 
expert. It is ground into a flour, and that ground product 
put in the bill; and the cost of it after it is ground is 1} « 
There is no 200 per cent. about it. 

Mr. THOMPSON, of Kentucky. The plain whitin; 
21 cents per hundred pounds, the duty on which at 
tion of 476 per cent. 

Mr. HASKELL. That is the crud 

Mr. THOMPSON, of Kentucky. It is the crude I am 

Mr. HASKELL. The gentleman will find the crude is higher p 
than that. 

Mr. THOMPSON, of Kentucky. Now here is the expert on whose 
testimony this action must be built, suggesting that the duty be tixed 
at 25 per cent. instead of 476 per cent. 

The CHAIRMAN 

Mr. KELLEY. The committee’s bill makes a reduction trom the 
present tariff on whiting from 1 cent per pound to three 
per pound; and on ** 
per pound. I think ought to be made 

Mr. CARLISLE. Does the gentleman think that a rate equivalent 
to 193 per cent. ad valorem ought to be imposed on this article? That 
is what the committee still leave on it 


Mr. KELLEY. 
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If the gentleman will accept a duty of one-half cent 


and leave the ‘‘ ground in oil’’ to stand as it is Iam willing to make 
that proposition. 
Mr. CARLISLE. I want a vote on my proposition first. 


The question being taken on Mr. CARLISLE’S amendment, to s 
out, in line 262, ‘‘ three-fourths of 1 cent’’ and insert “* 
1 cent,’’ there were—ayes 43, noes 73. 

Mr. CARLISLE. I call for tellers. A quorum has not voted. 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chairappoints as tellers the gentleman from 
Kansas, Mr. 
LISLE, 

The committee again divided 
ayes 74, noes 79. 

So the amendment was not agreed to 

Mr. KASSON. Imove now tostrike out “‘ 
**one-half;’’ so that it will read: 


Whiting and Paris white, dry, one-half of 1 cent per pound. 


ty 
thing 


oue-fourth of 


TASKELL, and the gentleman from Kentucky, Mr. Car 


and the tellers reported there were 


three-fourths ’’ and insert 


The amendment was agreed to. 

Mr. CARLISLE. I now move to amend line 263 by striking out ** | 
cent’’ and inserting ‘* three-fourths of 1 cent;’’ so that it will read 

Ground in oil, three-fourths of 1 cent per pound 


Mr. KELLEY. 


That is too great a reduction; it affects the 


auty on 
the oil as well as the material of the whiting. It is a proposed reduction 
from 2 cents to three-fourths of a cent on an article on which we have 
laid a high duty for the oil. Iam willing to see it brought down in 
comparison with the other items to 1 cent, and then the putty—and it 
may give gentlemen some information to remark that putty is simply 
whiting ground in oil—should be put at the same rate, | cent. I hope 
the amendment of the gentleman from Kentucky will be voted down, 


and that ‘‘ ground in oil”’ 
also be kept at 1 cent. 
Mr. CARLISLE. My propos lis to reduce the l-cent r 
by the committee to three-fourths of 1 cent. And if the iniormation 
furnished to us by the statistician is correct, three-fourths of 1 cent will 
be equivalent to 129 per cent. ad valorem. It would be 193 per cent. 
at 1 cent per pound. 
Mr. KELLEY. Does he include the value of the oil? 
Mr. CARLISLE. Of course he includes the value of 
article because he estimates the whole value of the article 
Mr. ANDERSON. 
found in this country. 
Mr. HASKELL. 
Mr. ANDERSON. 
It is found in England. 
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propose, even under the amendment of the gentleman from Kentucky, 
to place a protection of 129 per cent. in favor of having it ground here 
instead of there; and you do not havethe material here at all. 

Mr. KELLEY. ‘That percentage is based on the whiting, not the oil. 

Mr. ANDERSON. ‘That is what I am talking about. 

Mr. KELLEY. Whiting, crude? 

Mr. ANDERSON. I am talking about whiting, crude. I propose 
to say what I wish to say in my own way; and what I say is, there 
ought to be some reasonable limit somewhere to this percentage of pro- 
tection. When you have got up to 100 per cent. you have got mighty 
good protection. An industry that can not take care of itself at 100 
per cent. protection ought to wait a while. 

Mr. KELLEY. That is the calculation, leaving the element of chief 
cost out. 

Mr. CARLISLE. When the statistician estimates the value of the 
“ground in oil’’ the oil is an element of value which enters into the 
calculation. 

Mr. ERRETT. There could be no percentage calculated, because 
there were no imports. 

Mr. CARLISLE. Then the rate is absolutely prohibitory. 

The question being taken on Mr. CARLISLE’S amendment, it was not 
agreed to. 

Mr. THOMPSON, of Kentucky. 
to the desk. 

The Clerk read as follows: 

In line 268 strike out “1 cent per pound” and insert “30 per eent. ad valo- 
rem ;"' so that it will read: 
* Ground in oil, 30 per cent. ad valorem.” 


The CHAIRMAN. Does the gentlman from Kentucky desire to be 
heard on his amendment ? 

Mr. THOMPSON, of Kentucky. No, sir. 

Mr. HEWITT, of Alabama. I propose to speak to the amendment 
for amoment. I wish to inquire of the gentleman from Kentucky 
where he proposes to insert the 30 per cent. ad valorem ? 

Mr. THOMPSON, of Kentucky. After the words ‘‘ ground in oil.’’ 

Mr. HEWITT, of Alabama. A rate of 1 cent per pound is only 33 
per cent. ad valorem. 
Mr. THOMPSON, of Kentucky. No, sir; it is a rate of 129 per 
cent. 

Mr. HEWITT, of Alabama. I am obliged to the gentleman for the 
information he has given on this subject. I rose more particularly to 
call attention not only to this but to the preceding line. My opinion is 
an ad valorem dutyshould have been laid in the preceding line on whit- 
ing and Paris white, for the reason there is such a large difference be- 
tween the prices of the two. Paris white is worth almost double what 
whiting is worth. In England Paris white is worth 39 cents per hun- 
dred pounds, while whiting is worth but 21 cents per hundred pounds. 
In this country Paris white is worth from 90 to 130 cents per hundred 
pounds, while whiting is worth from 50 to 60 cents per hundred pounds; 
so that one is worth almost double the other. 

Ifa specific duty of three-fourths of 1 cent per pound is laid upon 
these articles it will be almost prohibitory upon whiting, while Paris 
white may be admitted under it. It seems to me that in all such cases, 
in order that equality of taxation may be provided, instead of imposing 
a specific duty we should have an ad valorem duty. 

{ Here the hammer fell. ] 

Mr. HASKELL. Just a word. The rate of duty proposed to be 
placed on this article is not especially for the protection of the whiting 
manufacturer. The duty proposed on whiting ground in oil amounts 
to only 74 cents per gallon on the oil used in the manufacture. Unless 
some provision of this sort is made which will at once help the whiting 
men who are in that business you will open up the whole oil question, 
tor the mixture of the whiting with the oil does not amount to much. 

Mr. THOMPSON, of Kentucky. Is not the average rate of duty on 
oil 30 per cent.? 

Mr. HASKELL. The average rate of duty on oil may be what you 
please; but you will not find in this bill an oil rate of less than 12 cents 
per gallon. A gentleman on the other side of the House moved to make 
the duty on cotton-seed oil 30 cents a gallon. With this rate of duty 
on whiting mixed with oil, the duty on the oil will be about 7 cents a 
gallon. It is intended to prevent cheating in oil, rather than to pro- 
tect the whiting. 

The question was taken on the amendment; and it was not agreed to. 

Mr. KELLEY. I move that the committee now rise. 

The motion was agreed to. 


I offer the amendment which I send 


The committee accordingly rose; and the Speaker having resumed the 
chair, Mr. Burrows, of Michigan, reported that the Committee of the 
Whole House on the state of the Union had had under consideration the 
bill (H. R. 7313) to impose duties upon imports, and for other purposes, 
and had come to no resolution thereon. 


ENROLLED JOINT RESOLUTION SIGNED. 
Mr. ALDRICH, from the Committee on Enrolled Bills, reported that 
the committee had examined and found truly enrolled a joint resolu- 
tion of the following title; when the Speaker signed the same: 


Joint resolution (H. Res. 323) making appropriations for continui 
the work of the Tenth Census. ’ ” = 





IN MEMORY OF HON. J. W. SHACKELFORD. 

Mr. VANCE. I ask unanimous consent that the hour of 3 o’ 
p. m. on Saturday, the 17th day of February, be fixed as the ti 
paying due respect to the memory and character of Hon. Jo 
Shackelford, late a member of this House. 

There was no objection, and it was ordered accordingly. 


MEMORIAL ADDRESS ON HON. GODLOVE S. ORTH. 


Mr. BROWNE. Mr. Speaker, a few days ago I announced the death 
of my late colleague, Mr. ORTH, and gave notice that at an early day 
the House would be asked to suspend its business that the friends an, 
associates of the deceased might pay appropriate tribute to his virtues 
as a Representative and a citizen. The time for these ceremonies has 
arrived and I offer for consideration the resolutions I now send to the 
Clerk’s desk. 

The Clerk read as follows: 


clock 
me for 
hn W, 


Resolved, That the business of this House be suspended that suitable 


honors 
ma y be paid the memory of Hon. GoDLovE S. ORTH, late a Representatiy : oo. 
ndiana, 


Resolved, That in the death of Mr. OrtTH the country has sustained the loss of 
a safe counsellor, a patriotic citizen, and an able and faithful public servant 

Resolved, That asa further mark of respect for his memory the House at the 
conclusion of these ceremonies shall adjourn. 

Resolved, That the Clerk communicate these resolutions to the Senate. 


The resolutions were unanimously adopted. 


Mr. BROWNE. Death, says Horace, makes no nice distinctions, hut 
approaches all with equal step and knocks alike at the door of the hove! 
and the portals of the palace. During this Congress it has entered this 
hall, and its shadow has fallen upon O’Connor and Allen, Hawk and 
Lowe, Updegraff, Shackelford, and ORTH, and blended their lives here 
with that brighter life on the othershore. Death preaches an impressive 
sermon to the human soul. In the memorable words of Burke, “ [t 
feelingly teaches us what shadows we are and what shadows we pur- 
sue.’? However short a man’s life may be there gathers about it always 
something of love and sympathy, and when it is gone some fond hope 
and bright ambition perishes. No man has lived without making some 
impression, for good or ill, upon his generation, and no one is wholly 
dead whose memory or whose example inspires the humblest to higher 
purposes or more noble resolves. The dead leave their work behind 
them as an example and a warning, to be judged by what has been 
accomplished, by the spirit that inspired it, and the temptations and 
dangers that environed it. 

The career of one who saw long and honorable service in this House 
is now completed. It was a life full of generous deeds. Let us, like 
the angel of the Koran, as we stand over the dead man, speak of the 
good deeds he sent before him. 

GoDLOVE S. OrTH was born near Lebanon, in the State of Pennsy)- 
vania, April 22,1817. He was a descendant from a Moravian family 
which emigrated from one of the palatinates of the old German Empire 
to the colony of Pennsylvania about the year 1725, under the auspices 
of Count Zinzendorff, the celebrated missionary. His grandfather, 
Balthazel Orth, was an ardent patriot in the RevoJution, acted as pro- 
vost-marshal for his district, and drafted members of his own family 
for service in the colonial army. The Hessian prisdhers captured at 
Trenton were by the orders of Washington put into his custody, and 
he imprisoned them in the old stone church of the Moravians stil! 
standing at Lebanon. His ancestry lie in the adjacent church-yard, now 
awaiting some Old Mortality with his chisel to reproduce the epitaphs 
on their moss-covered tombstones. 

Mr. OrntH, after securing such an education as could be obtained in 
the common schools of his native State, took an irregular course of in- 
struction at the Pennsylvania College at Gettysburgh. He located 
there, read law in the office of Hon. James Cooper, and was admitted 
to the bar in March, 1839. The great West was developing very rap- 
idly at this time, and to an enterprising and ambitious young man it 
was an inviting field. He was attracted by the activities and opportu- 
nities of that growing settion, and soon after his admission to the bar 
crossed the Alleghanies and found a home by the beautiful Wabash, «t 
La Fayette, where he continued to reside until “the wheels of his 
weary life stood still.’? Here he at once entered upon the practice o! 
law, and young as he was, by his learning and integrity soon won a 
lucrative business and a place in the front rank of the profession. I! 
took an active part in the famous and exciting campaign of 1840, «nd 
secured at a bound a position of prominence in Indiana politics. 

In 1843 the Whigs of Tippecanoe County nominated him as their ci 
didate for the State senate, and although the county was Democrat 
he was triumphantly elected. Though one of the youngest, he was one 
of the ablest of the senate, and so well did he perform his part that |e- 
fore the close of the term he was chosen president of that body by « mos! 
complimentary vote. He thus became acting lieutenant-governor. liv 
remained in the senate from 1843 to 1850, and was, during a portion «! 
this period, chairman of the committee on the judiciary, a position te» 
dered him by a Democratic presiding officer as an evidence of the high 
estimate placed upon his integrity and learning by his political oppo- 


nents. In 1848 he was a candidate for Presidential elector on the Tay- 
lor and Fillmore ticket, and took an active part in the memorable caiu- 
paign of that year. 
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For ten years subsequent to the close of his service in the State sen- 
ate he devoted himself almost exclusively to his profession. He did 
not again appear in public life until the slave power revolted against 
national authority and proclaimed its purpose to forcibly destroy the 
Union. After several of the discontented States had mustered for bat- 
tle, when either a compromise or peaceful separation or war seemed in- 
evitable, the General Assembly of Virginia invited all the States to a 
peace conference to meet at Washington on the 4th of February, 1861. 
The object of this meeting, as announced by Virginia, was to adjust, if 
possible, the pending struggle by an amendment of the Constitution 


giving further security to the rights of the people of the slave-holding 
States. Indiana promptly responded to this kindly invitation, and Mr. 


ORTH was appointed by Governor Morton one of its five commissioners 
to this peace congress. His associates were Caleb B. Smith, Pleasant 
A. Hackleman, E. W. H. Ellis, and Thomas C. Slaughter—names now 
canonized in the hearts of our people. .Not one of these men is now 
living, all of them haying died before Mr. ORTH. One who reviews to- 
day the proceedings of that notable conference will be surprised at the 
shortness of the roll of its survivors. Tyler and Fessenden, Morrell and 
Reverdy Johnson, Chase and Wadsworth, and almost all the distin- 
guished men who met in that extraordinary assem)ly have passed away. 

Mr. ORTH was more a listener than a talker or an actor in that con- 

He soon became convinced that an honorable adjustment was 
hopeless; that the malcontents who inaugurated the rebellion would 
accept but separation or terms that would bind for all time the free 
States to the juggernaut of the slave-masters. To such conditions he 
knew his people would never submit. He believed, moreover, that 
the Constitution as it was, correctly interpretea and honestly entorced, 
gave ample protection to the institutions of theSouth. Although anti- 
slavery in his sympathies and sternly opposed to what he believed to be 
the encroachments of slavery, he stood for the enforcement of law, 
and was one of those who, if the law demanded ‘t, ‘‘would have given 
Shylock a verdict for the pound of flesh although he had to take it trom 
his own bosom.’’ 

When the peace congress adjourned Mr. ORTH was convinced that 
war could not long be averted, and upon his return home he addressed 
his people on the situation, forecasting with remarkable accuracy the 
future of the country. He pointed out to them the imminence of the 
danger confronting them and exhorted them to meet it with a courage 
that neither sacrifice nor suffering could subdue or dishearten. 

The war opened, and from its beginning he championed the cause ot 


the nation with all the zeal and enthusiasm of his nature. In every 
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He served on several of the most important committees of the House, 
and among them the Committee on Freedmen, the Committee on Pri- 
vate Land Claims, the Committee on Ways and Means, the Committee 
on Reform in the Civil Service, and the Committee on Foreign Affairs. 
He brought to the discharge of his committee work an intelligent indus- 
try which won for him the respect and confidence of his associates and a 
position of influence in the House. While on the Freedmen’s Committee 
he matured and reported several measures for the protection of that 
large and friendless multitude which the war was daily transforming 
from chattels into men. As a member of the Committee on Foreign 
Affairs he was, when that question was before the country, opposed to 
according belligerent rights to Cuba, and on behalf of a minority of 
the committee presented a report embodying his views, which was sus- 
tained by the House and indorsed by the country. 

During the discussion which followed he said: 

I yield to no gentleman on the floor of this House in expressions of sy mpathy 
for any people who, suffering from oppression, are fighting for independence 
It isan American sentiment that all men should be free. These generous im 
pulses are part of our nature; they are among the earliest impressions of our 
childhood ; we receive then: in lineal descent from our Revolutionary ancestors 
they are the proud heritage of every American. But personal sympathy must 
not be permitted to influence official action in derogation of the just rights of 
others. If my sympathy could give the Cubans independence and separate na 
tionality they should have it before the going down of the sun. But, sir, when 
I amasked toentangle the Government in a controversy in which we have evervy- 
thing to lose and nothing to gain, I can not do it, 1 dare not do it, and I havethe 
fullest confidence that this House will not do it. 

Mr. ORTH advocated every advance movement of his party. He was 
in the fullest sympathy with the emancipation policy of Lincoln and re 
corded his vote for the amendment abolishing slavery. He also zeal 
ously supported the fourteenth amendment and followed these measures 
to their logical conclusion by aiding to put the ballot into the hands of 
the newly made freeman. On the subject of human rights his views 
were radical. He hated oppression and was intolerant of what he re 
garded caste legislation. He combated the anti-Chinese legislation of 


| this Congress because he thought it an attack on liberty. 


} through all our varied history 


phase of that fearful conflict—in victory, in defeat—he gave the Union | 


his active support, and from the first gunat Charleston Harbor until the 
surrender at Appomattox he insisted that a vigorous and aggressive 
war policy was the price of peace and union. 

Mr. ORTH had but a brief experience in the military service. When 
in the summer of 1862 Indiana was threatened with an invasion on its 
southern border he responded to the call of the governor, and putting 
himself at the head of a company of his fellow-citizens reported tor 
duty. He was sent to the Ohio River and put in command of the ram 
Hornet. He continued on duty until the emergency that called him 
into the service was over when he returned to his civil pursuits. 


| of their action formulated t 


| 


He was elected a Representative in Congress in October, 1862, and | 


first took his seat here on the 4th of March following. He was returned 


by his district to the Thirty-ninth, Fortieth, Forty-first, by the State | 


at large to the Forty-third, and again by his district to the Forty-sixth 


and Forty-seventh Congresses, having at the time of his death seen | 


fourteen years of service as the trusted representative of a most intelli- 
gent constituency. No man could command the confidence of such a 
constituency and hold it long and unwaveringly without possessing real 
merit. 


His services here began in the most eventful epoch in our history. | 


The Republic was in the agonies of a most cruel civil war. 
were enormous, and the generosity of its expenditure of money was 
only paralleled by the profligacy with which a heroic soldiery poured 
out their blood. Taxation seemed to have reached its uttermost limit, 
and yet our revenues fell far below the demands of the times. 

The Treasury was empty, our finances in disorder, but the war went 
on, increasing in magnitude and intensifying in bitterness, until the 
coolest and wisest dared not predict its duration, its results to our civil- 
ization or our democratic system of government. The friends of the 
Union were divided in their counsels, and some began to lose hope of 
success. Gloom overshadowed every household. There was sadness 
and sorrow aboutevery hearth-stone. ‘‘ Every shore had its tale of blood 
and its record of suffering.’’ 

The dead lay on every hillside and in every valley, by the waters of 
the Ohio and under the shade of the magnolia and the cedar of the 
South. The roar of hostile guns mingled with the moans of the dying 
and the agonizing sobs of bereaved sisters and mothers. It was under 
such sad surroundings Mr. ORTH assumed the duties of Representative. 
That he conscientiously and fearlessly did the work assigned him is a 
part of the record of those troublous times. 

After the war he had to grapple the new and perplexing questions of 
reconstruction, and here, too, he proved himself equal to each occasion, 
never ing the cause of freedom and ever having an eye to the 


glory of his country. 


Its expenses | 


| 
| 
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Among his last speeches in this House was an earnest and eloquent 
protest against this measure. He said: 

The proposed legislation is based on race and color, is in derogation of justice 
and right, subverts the time-honored traditions of the fathers, tramples alike 


upon treaties and statutes, strikes at the fundamental principles of republican- 
ism, and seeks to rob our nation of the brightest jewels in its coronet of glory. 
> * = . * * 


From the landing at Plymouth Rock, from the settlement at Jamestown, down 
, our people have placed themselves on God's 
word andannounced their belief that He had “ made of one blood all nationsof 
men to dwell on all the face of the earth.” This is the foundation-stone upon 


which our people have erected the grandest structure of human government 
known to man’s history 


The first political document promulgated by the feeble Colonies in vindication 
tis faith into the declaration that ‘‘ all men are created 
equal,’ endowed with certain inalienable rights, among which is *‘ the pursuit 
of happiness,” and from which followed as an inevitable corollary the doctrine 
of expatriation, which is the right of man togo wheresoever his tastes, his judg 
ment, or his interest might lead him, 

Upon this old gospel of liberty and equality he placed himself at the 
beginning of his political life and he adhered to it in his last utterances. 
He wrote in his creed the philosophy of Hugo: 

Liberty! Equality! Fraternity! There is nothing to add 
trench. They are the three steps of the supreme ladder. 
equality is fact; fraternity is duty. All the man is there, 

Upon the adjournment of the Forty-third Congress President Grant 
tendered him the position of United States minister to Vienna, which 
he accepted. While abroad he was chosen by the almost unanimous 
voice of the Republican party its candidate for governor of Indiana. He 
resigned his mission in compliance with the request of his friends to make 
the race for that office. During the canvass he withdrew from the ticket 
because of local opposition to his candidacy which he was induced to 
believe would imperil the success of his party. His long term of serv- 
ice, his party prominence, his aggressive character, his uncompromising 
devotion to principle, and his firm adherence to his convictions made 
him a conspicuous mark for his enemies. Eminence in any walk in life, 
and especially in politics, invites criticism and censure. He lives to 
little purpose who is without foes. It is unfortunate that in our po- 
litical warfare we are apt to justify the assassination of private character 
if it promotes partisan success. If party ends require it we too often 
remorselessly murder a good man’s name. But the fame of him of 
whom I speak is safe from defamation now. He is beyond the reach 
of reproach. After a third of a century of public life, after ample op- 
portunities for amassing wealth, Mr. Ok1H died comparatively poor. 
If he had faults, venality was notoneofthem. His frugal, temperate, 
and unostentatious habits, his disregard of wealth, vindicate his char- 
acter from such an imputation and rebuke those who calumniated it. 

It was my good fortune to know Mr. ORTH somewhat intimately for 
a score of years. He was of a sunny nature, and had a cheerful word, 
a genial smile, and a hearty greeting for all. No man ever had friends 
more devoted and self-sacrificing than he. He hada personal magnet- 
ism which attracted men and held them. They stood by him in every 
vicissitudeof his fortune. No assault upon his record or his honor weak- 
ened their faith or caused them to falter in their friendship. It was 
thought that at times he was unduly sensitive and too quick to suspect 
offense; but if this was a weakness it arose from ‘‘ thatchastity of honor 
that felt a stain as a wound.’’ No life is wholly faultless; his had itg 


nothing to re 
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frailties; but when the account of its deeds here is made up there will 
be found a large balance on the heavenward side. He was self-reliant, 
and prosecuted his work with an energy that deserved success if it did 
not always achieve it. Asa thinker and a speaker he was aggressive 
but tolerant; urging his point with the zeal of an enthusiast, he freely 
accorded honesty of purpose and conviction to those who combated his 
opinions. His language was simple, his manner earnest, his illustra- 
tions wellchosen. There was no attempt at display—no straining after 
effect. He sometimes festooned his thought with an apt quotation and 
gave point to his logic by an appropriate anecdote. A man of convic- 
tions and integrity of purpose, before forming an opinion he examined 
the factsand only accepted conclusions after trying the foundations upon 
which they were made to rest. 

But I can not further trace his personal or social traits or his public 
career. .Imperfect as my sketch has been, I must leave it, knowing 
that all my omissions will be supplied by others. 

Mr. ORTH was in declining health for some time before hisdeath. At 
the close of the last session of this Congress he visited Berkeley Springs, 
hoping by rest and recreation to regain his wasted strength and be ready 
for the labors of this session. He did not find the relief he sought, but 
returned home aninvalid. Notwithstanding his feeble and broken con- 
dition, his party friends again tendered him the Congressional nomina- 
tion. He accepted the race and attempted to make a canvass, but dis- 
sase had so impaired his health that he was unable to address the people, 
and he did little more than appear at a few of the political meetings 
held in his district. Isaw him for the last time at the close of the cam- 
paign. It was apparent then that the end was near. Within a few 
months disease had made sad inroads upon the vigor of both his body 
and mind. Hewas making a manful struggle to rally his decaying en- 
ergies, but the brightness of his life was fading away and the gloom of 
the evening fast gathering about him. Within a brief month, at his 
old home, with friends and family about him, death closed the scene, 
tender hands bore his remains to the church-yard and laid them forever 
away. He sleeps now all regardless of life’s struggles or its storms. 


While his countrymen linger around his grave their aspirations will ascend to 
Heaven that a kind Providence may grant our beloved country many more such 


men, 

These are his words spoken at the bier of Thaddeus Stevens. I re- 
peat them, and here by his new-made grave express the hope that the 
future of our free and prosperous Republic may be blessed with many 
such men as GODLOVE 8. ORTH. Now— 


Let us breathe a prayer above his sod 
And leave him to his rest—and God. 


Mr. WILSON. Mr. Speaker, we have all been shocked and pained 
at the mortality among members of the two branches of Congress. 
During the present session seven members of this House have been 
swept away by the fell destroyer. 

And on yesterday I was informed by the Librarian of Congress that 
since the 4th day of March, 1871, of those who were then members 
of either one or the other branch, or who had been since that time, 
twenty-two Senators have died, and sixty-nine members of this House 
have been called to lie down in the cold, damp grave, apart from earth, 
to sleep that sleep that knows no waking. How forcibly we are im- 
pressed with the words of Watts: 

Prince, this clay must be your bed, 
In spite of all your towers; 


The tall, the wise, the reverend head 
Must lie as low as ours. 


I desire, Mr. Speaker, with the preparation of only a few hours, as a 
colleague on the Committee on Foreign Affairs of the lamented GODLOVE 
S. ORTH, to submit a few remarks on his life and character. 

On the 16th of December last he departed this life and wound up a 
long, eventful, and honorable career. We now pause for a time to do 
honor to his memory. In your time, Mr. Speaker, and in mine, few 
men have filled so many positions of prominence and trust as he whom 
we now mourn. LI can not better recount the public services rendered 
by him to this country than by reading from the Congressional Direc- 
tory a statement which was published during his life and presumably 
by his consent: 

Gop.ove 8. Orr, of La Fayette, was born near Lebanon, Pennsylvania, 
April 22, 1817; was educated at Gett rgh College, Pennsylvania ; studied law 
and commenced to practice in Indiana; was a member of the State senate o' 
Indiana in 1843, '44, '45, 46, ‘47, and '48, serving one year as president of that 
body; was a Presidential elector in 1848; was a member of the peace conference 
in 1861; served as captain of a company of volunteers during the war for the 
suppression of the rebellion; was elected to the Thirty-eighth, Thirty-ninth, 
Fortieth, Forty-first, and Forty-third Congresses; upon the adjournment of the 
Forty-third Congress he was appointed United States minister to Vienna; and 
was elected to the Forty-sixth and Forty-seventh Congresses. 


He gave to his State six years’ service in its senate; and if he had lived 
to the 4th of March next, he would have served fourteen years in this 
House. He also served in the peace congress of 1861 and in the vol- 
unteer military service of the late war; and for several years he repre- 
sented his Government as minister to Vienna. 

I submit, Mr. Speaker, that no man could have been so often honored, 
and ara at tee dE | ag high positions, who did not possess 
noble qualities of head and heart. His associates and acquaintances on 





this floor will, Iam sure, gladly unite with me in testifying to his abji}i+y 
and to his warm-hearted, genial, and generous nature. ee 

I have said that he was a man of ability. His long-continued put 
lic service in various positions, the duties of which he discharged re 
honor to himself and benefit to his country, marked him as a man o¢ 
ability. His career at the bar, even in his youth, was a brilliant oe 
a successful one. I need not remind members around me of the hi rt 
rank he took here with us; of the various chairmanships of important 
committees that he filled from time to time; the various important 
committee reports which he prepared and presented; of the varioy 
able speeches he made during his membership here. In addition to all 
this, Mr. Speaker, be it said that GODLOVE 8. OrTH lived and died an 
honest man. But once during his eventful career, extending as jt did 
over a period of nearly forty years, are we told by those who knew him 
longest and best, was his character assailed or his integrity impeacheq 

In the year 1876 Indiana was regarded as politically a doubtiul State. 
It was regarded as an important factor, if not the deciding factor, jy 
the Presidential election of that year. Each of the great political par- 
ties was organizing for the campaign. Each aimed to put forward its 
strongest and most available man as a candidate for governor. The 
Democratic party nominated as its candidate the lamented James J) 
Williams, once a prominent and popular member of this House: and 
the Republican party, passing by its scores of distinguished men, nomi- 
nated GODLOVE 8S. ORTH, and recalled him from his foreign mission. 
Searcely had he returned to his home, having resigned his position 
abroad, when rumor, oftentimes a lying jade, cast suspicion upon him 
and asserted that he had fallen from duty’s path and violated the rules 
of propriety by accepting a fee to prosecute certain claims—at a time, too. 
when he was a member of Congress and when those claims were under- 
going investigation by Congress. A due regard for his memory prompts 
me now and here tosay, in view of all the lights upon that subject, that 
this rumor was without foundation. It took the wings of the wind and 
flew to all parts of the country; and notwithstanding the fact that no 
witness, then or since, has ever been found to verify it and no record 
ever produced to sustain it, the only course left for Mr. Orru to pur 
sue in the political frenzy of the hour was to retire from the contest, 
to wait and watch and bide his time for vindication. He returned to 
his home and retired to private life; he returned to the people by whom 
he had often been honored, to the people who had passed in review the 
deeds of his life—the people who had watched him from boyhood to 
the time when the white flakes of age settled upon his brow—he re- 
turned to the people in whose breast there was a deep-seated conviction 
that GODLOVES. ORTH was an honest man. They believed he had been 
wantonly purstied and persecuted. They remembered the fidelity with 
which he so long and so ably served them and served his country in 
various prominent positions. They remembered the dark hours of 1*6! 
when the country was filled and startled with rumors of war, and how 
he exerted himself through the medium of the peace congress of that 
year to avert the horrors of war. 

Failing in that effort he returned to his home, headed a military com 
pany in the volunteer service, and went forth to fight for his country 
her liberty and her laws. Their admiration for the man and contidenc 
in his integrity and his innocence inspired them with a determinatiou 
to set him right before the world. Thisthey did by electing him to th 
Forty-sixth Congress and re-electing him by a largely increased majority 
to the Forty-seventh Congress. Thus, Mr. Speaker, was his brow dur- 
ing his life wreathed with vindication and victory. Of the accusation 
against him and the manner in which his constituents repudiated and 
crushed it out, it may be well said— 

Truth crushed to earth shall rise again; 
The eternal years of God are hers; 

But Error, wounded, writhes with pain, 
And dies among his worshipers. 

His life on earth isended. His friendsand country are leit to moum 
his loss. But though death has deprived them of his services, it ha» 
not taken away the result of his labor. Life leaves the body, and the 
body is borne to the ground from which it sprang. Fruits tail to the 
earth and decay, but never a fruit that did not leave its seed, and neve: 
a life that did not leave its example. The sun of man’s life goes down 
but the star of his example remains fixed in the firmament. 

Mr. OnTH’s career is ended, and his friends point with pride to lus 
record, the record of a scholar, a statesman, and a patriot. 

Oh God! It is a fearful thing 


To see the human soul take wing, 
In any shape, in any mood. 


Mr. CALKINS. Mr. Speaker, in the few remarks I am about to su! 
mit upon the life and character of my dead colleague, I shall omit any 
extended reference to his public career, which has been so fitly epito 
mized by my colleague [Mr. Brownr]. At the time of his death there 
were few men better known in the State of Indiana than Mr. Ort! 
He began his public career quite young, and with amazing r- 
pidity through many grades of political life. He never attained the ful! 
measure of his ambition; but his aspirations were not higher than his 
merit deserved. That he did not entirely succeed is not a fault, for he 
was always willing to make personal sacrifices that the principles tor 
which he struggled might obtain. He was personally popular, and held 
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his friendships with a firm grasp. His public speeches were earnest | preciated the burdens which honest toil demands and rejoiced at the 


and sincere; and his manner unostentatious and attractive. His lan- 
sive. He was bold in expression, plausible in argument, and pathetic 
in appeal. He never apologized for public action, nor took refuge in 
silence from public assault. He never placated an enemy at the expense 


ng, ie 
The basis of his political action was that of absolute justice, and his 


motto was ‘‘that it were better to fail in the right than to succeed in 
the wrong.”’ Politically he was a thorough disciplinarian, and his 
remarkable success in that field was largely attributable to the solid 
phalanxes of his personal fairness. 

He had enemies in his own political party, as all men of decided views 


| 


| 


L ] an ei ‘p | Without a shudder and calmly awaited its triumph. 
of a friend, nor did he resort to doubtful expediencies at the sacritice of 


success which triumphed over it. He was a lover of liberty, a friend 


was fluent and well chosen, and his zeal was fervid and impres- | of the oppressed, and an advocate of universal freedom. 


His last sickness was painful; but he bore the tedious approach of 
death with patience and resignation. He looked death in the face 
When the cold 
waters were gathering about him and the power of speech was fading 


| away heclasped the hands of those dear to him and whispered, ‘* Happ 


and large individuality must have, but he possessed the skill of main- | 


taining them in line without driving them from the party of their choice. 
He maintained his party leadership in his own Congressional district for 
a quarter of a century, and when he died was serving his seventh term 
in this House. 

He did not escape harsh citicism; but he lived to place his triumphant 
vindication in the permanent records of his country which he served 
so long and faithfully. 

As a citizen he had the respect of those who knew him best, without 

to party affiliations. Asa neighbor he was obliging and as a 
friend he was firm and true. 

His rank as a lawyer when he left the bar to enter polities was fully 
up to the standard of the best lawyers of the State. He was generous 
and charitable, and gave for the love of giving and not for the love of 
praise. He was gentle in disposition, and anxious to add to the * 
of human joy.’’ He did good deeds from choice and not for personal 
advantage. He had a kind word for all, and was best pleased when 
making others happy. He had strong religious convictions, but they 
were not hampered by narrow constructions or uncharitable dogma- 
tisms. The best trait of his character was found in his domestic rela- 
tions; he was a loving husband and a kind, indulgent father. 

His public career was remarkable, and fitly illustrates many of the 
rare qualities which he possessed. While in health he never was de- 
feated for a popular office at the hands of the people. When first a 
State senator he was one of its youngest members and was chosen pre- 
siding officer. In this field he first won his reputation as a skillful par- 
liamentarian, and often on the floor proved himself a quick and ready 
debater. 

He was appointed one of the peace commission in 1861. He per- 
formed the delicate and arduous duties of that place with signal ability. 
His heroic devotion to the doctrine of an inseparable union of these 
United States, without further compromises, did much to secure the line 
of policy which the Administration afterward adopted. He was in 
thorough sympathy with Governor Morton in the arming and equip- 
ping of troops, and supported the vigorous prosecution of the war for 
the suppression of the rebellion. He never doubted the righteousness 
of the Union cause, nor despaired of final victory for our arms. 
not disheartened at reverses, nor did he flag in his zeal for the Union 
in the darkest hour of the rebellion. 


sum 


for its preservation. 
continued line of devotion to his country, and all his public acts be- 
spoke his sympathy and love for the volunteer soldier. 

His long service in this House bears testimony to his ability as a 
statesman. He did not often speak in debate, but when he did he com- 
manded attention from his fellow-members. 


while at the head of the Committee on Foreign Relations; he familiar- 


ized himself with our foreign policy, and was the author of a bill to | 
He mastered the details 


perfect our consular and diplomatic system. 
of this department and was recognized authority on all questions afiect- 
ingit. Hewasthoroughly American in sentiment, and wasimbued with 
the idea of the equality of all civilized people before the law. He de- 
spised caste and took no pleasure in the shallow pretenses of foreign 
courts; and when he represented our country at the court of Vienna he 
was ambitious to represent the model republic in the simplicity of pure 
democracy, without being offensive, and all who knew him in that po- 
sition will bear testimony to his signal triumph in that direction. 

While at the head of the Committee on Foreign Affairs he became 
possessed of many of the secrets of the unwritten history of this country 
which happened during that time. His version of the acquisition of 
the Territory of Alaska by this country was new and interesting. lam 
not able to recite it with sufficient accuracy to venture to give it here. 
I have no doubt that when the history of the lives of Mr. Seward and 
Mr. Sumner are rewritten in all their details the purchase of Alaska 
by this country will not be an uninteresting chapter, especially if the 
true reason is given as understood by Mr. OrTH. I regret that the 
occasion did not arise while Mr. ORTH was living, which would have 
given him the opportunity to state his version of this matter. 

Mr. ORTH was my friend. I have known him from my childhood. 
From his lips I have received many words of encouragement. He was 
in full sympathy with the men who toil and labor. He began life him- 
self in poverty and knew what it was to succeed in spite of it. 


| last tribute of respect to his memory. 
| league lies in the beautiful cemetery adjoining the city where he lived 


| decorate his grave. 


| fame. 


Thus peacefully he passed away; and he is as far from us to-day as the 
patriarchs and those who perished betore the flood 

As one of the members of the committee of this House I attended 
his funeral at his home in La Fayette, Indiana. Theday was inclement, 
but the multitude of people from his own neighborhood as well as from 
all the principal points in his old Congressional district, and delegations 
from different parts of the State, could not be deterred from paving this 
(ll that is mortal of our dead col 


so long and whose people he loved so well. The verdure of spring will 
Loving hands will strew flowers ther hese will 
fade and wither, but the monuments he has erected by his public act 
will survive forever. 

Mr. ROBINSON, of New York. 


Again the ol death 
darkens the doors of this House. 


Another distinguished soldier has 
fallen in life’s battle. To-day a nation pauses to pay respect to the 
funeral procession. As it passes I bow my head in reverence and j« 
the weeping throng in the mournful miserere for the dead 

I have not risen to deliver a eulogy on the deceased statesman. nor 
shall I attempt to sketch the honorable steps by which he ascended to 
That has been and will be done more appropriately 


ausKY Wing 


urbed Ulhent 


| oughly by his colleagues and friends in this House and in the Senate 


| T have risen simply to say a word or two that may appropri:te! 


lv come 
from me in the general sorrow for his untimely death 


Mr. OrTH and I first met in the Fortieth Congress, which assembled 
here in its first session on the 4th of Mareh, 1567 He had long tilled 
a distinguished position in hisadopted State, as he afterward filled places 
of trust and honor in national atiairs, both at home and abroad 

He had been a member of the Thirty-eighth and Thirty-ninth Con 


gresses, and at the commencement of his Congressional career just 


| twenty years ago he was appointed a member of the Committee on For 


He was | 
Cabinet and in foreign service, and oh, how many have passed 


He distinguished himself | 


| 


| Shadowy shore whose mists form an impenetrable veil tothe hum 
He gave to his country his services as a volunteer and risked his life | 


His services in this House during the war were one | 


eign Atfairs, a position which he still occupied at the time of his death 

He and I served together on that committee in the Fortieth Congress, 
and on the great question so thoroughly discussed and so satistietorily 
settled inand by that Congress his views and mine were entirely hat 

mon.ious. Those who desire to see the rights of American citizens 
traveling abroad warmly and vigorously vindicated in an enlarged and 
American view, have only to refer to his speeches during that Congress 

How few of the members of this House in that Fortieth Congress 
we now find on this floor? Only eleven \ 
ferred to the Senate: one became President, 
several have become governors ol their sq" 


do 
dozen have been 
Vice 


States, others 


trans 
another 


veral 


President 
in the 


to the 
’ 


eu 
neve 

At the last session of this Congress he was one of those who delivered 
eulogies on the deceased Senator Carpenter of Wisconsin, and | remem 
ber the solemn tones of his voice as he rey ated the graphic sentence of 
Edmund Burke on a similar occasion, and so soon to be applied to him 
self: 


What shadows we are, and what shadows we pursue ! 


It so happened that in the discussion of questions coming betore 


bie 

| House during the last session Mr. OrrH and I had some differences ap 
proaching personalities, and had it not been for his forgiving nature 

superior in that respect to mine, they might have permanently estranged 
us from each other. Had it even been so that we had separated at the 
close of the last session in anger, I think I should stili have « cilthe 
privilege which I now implore of uniting with his friends and admirers 

| in paying this justly deserved tribute to his memory But that yener 
ous nature which governed all his actions did not allow me to separate 


| and I did not differ so widely in sentiment upon the subjec 


| 





from him with hostile feelings. 
At a public meeting held in this city, composed of those who deeply 
sympathized with me in my course in this House and who thought that he 
t whic iwe 
discussed with such apparent warmth, he preceded me in some remarks 
in which, though we had 
referred to me so kindly, 
tendered me his hand that 
warmer friends than ever 
We parted for our several homes, hoping to meet again in the present 
session to indulge in our renewed intercourse of friendship. | hoped 
again to grasp his generous hand, the parting pressure of which I still 
feel, warm with the pulsations of his noble heart. Alas! that hand is 
cold in the icy grasp of death and the pulses of that-kindly heart have 
ceased tothrob forever. I see in his saddened house a mournful family 
group, a bereaved wife and weeping children, and I mingle my tears of 
sympathy and sorrow with theirs in the darkened circle of their distant 


not for some days spoken to each other, he 
and, on concluding his speech, so cordially 
we forgot our differences and were afterward 


He ap- | home. 





® 
‘ 
# 
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Mr. HOLMAN. Mr. Speaker, it has been the custom of the two 
Houses of Congress trom the foundation of the Government whenever 
death has closed the career of one of its number, to suspend for the 
time the course of legislation, consider his public record, and pay a 
tribute to his memory—a custom not only beautiful in the expression 
of humane and kindly sympathy, but an instinctive admonition to the 
living. 

The public career of GODLOVE 8. ORTH, who so recently moved in 
our midst eager in the affairs of government, was one of more than or- 
dinary duration and embraced the most important epoch of the great 
State in which most of his life was passed. Nearly forty years ago Mr. 
Orru entered the Legislature of Indiana as a senator at an age when 
he was barely eligible to the trust. Indiana was then almost a frontier 
State. The restless tide of emigration, it is true, had invaded with in- 
trepid steps the pathless forests and prairies stretching far westward from 
the Wabash, but the early settlements of Indiana (except the old post 
of Vincennes) were on her southern and southeastern borders and 
moved slowly and painfully northward and northwestwardly through 
interminable and unbroken forests. , 

When Mr. OrTH, buoyant with youth and hope, fixed his home on 
the Wabash, the population of Indiana, from the Ohio to the lake, was 
but little more than half a million. The last of the Indian tribes 
which for centuries had roamed the unshorn fields from the Miami to 
the Wabash had but recently cast their last glance onthe graves of 
their fathers and sadly turned their faces to the West. The wealth of 
the State was a self-reliant people, fertile lands, the fruits of the earth, 
and flocks and herds; the pioneer’s cabin, whose master was more inde- 
pendent and more hospitable than a king, was still the landmark of 
every landscape; the scattered settlers on the lands, and even in towns 
and villages, each the independent owner of a freehold, gloried in their 
equal condition, even in material wealth. Such were the people who, 
pleased with his sturdy and manly bearing, chose young ORTH to repre- 
sent them in their senate. 

In those days there was little accumulated wealth in Indiana; the 
whole people were employed in agricultural pursuits. Yet with the 
eagerness of young and vigorous communities for rapid development 
the State had already incurred a debt the burden of which very greatly 
exceeded her available resources or the tax-paying ability of her people 
to advance a system of internal improvements, resulting in the inevita- 
ble failure. This premature enterprise terminated in a greatdebt with 
no compensating result. Itwas premature, foragriculture, the natural 
employment of a free people and of all pursuits the most ennobling, dif- 
fuses and equalizes wealth, promising slow but solid advancement, while 
the artificial agencies which centralize wealth develop resources with ac- 
celerated force. These agencies were as yet undeveloped in Indiana. 

The people were eager to maintain the public credit, but the treasury 
was exhausted, and temporary expedients only resulted in the hopeless 
disorder of the finances of the State and the discontent and despondency 
of the people. At this time Mr. ORTH entered the senate of Indiana. 
He co-operated earnestly and effectually with older members of the 
house and senate, with Pennington and his associates, gentlemen of long 
experience (for it had been the policy of the people to keep their most 
trusted public servants long in theiremployment). Gradually theState 
arose from her despondency, and before Mr. ORTH left the senate the 
public debt had been honorably adjusted, its payment assured without 
oppression to the people, measures provided which were destined to 
place Indiana in the front rank of States in the endowment and excel- 
lency of her system of common schools—the true university of state— 


and the forces inaugurated which have placed Indiana in her now com- | 


manding station in the Union. Mr. ORTH was identified with all the 
great measures of that important period and bore an honorable part in 
their success. 

Mr. OrTH was a Whig; he was essentially and constitutionally a 
Whig, an admirer of Hamilton, a disciple of Henry Clay. He was a 
Whig in the sense in which that term and that of Democracy most 
clearly express the two theories of Government, which have struggled 
in all the past and will in the future for mastery in this Republic. 
In the later years of the Whig party Indiana furnished many of its 
ablest and most devoted leaders. While Mr. ORTH was not at any 
time the recognized leader of the Whig party of the State, he stood 
firmly in its frontrank. He was the co-worker, associate, and friend of 
the great Whigs of Indiana from the time he entered the senate until 
that party was merged for the time on the great incidental issue of 
slavery in the Republican party. The Whig party of Indiana, in its 
representative men, was never so great as in the years of its decline. 
During this period Nicholas McCarty, Oliver H. Smith, Albert S. White, 
Joseph G. Marshall, George H. Dunn, Pleasant A. Hackleman, James 
Rariden, John A. Matson, Henry 8. Lane, George G. Dunn, Samuel W. 
Parker, David Wallace, John D. Defrees, and Samuel Bigger, the last 
of the Whig governors of the State, were the Whig leaders of Indiana. 
All these were the associates and co-workers of GODLOVE 8S. ORTH; 
most of them men of national reputations; two of them, the foremost 
of them all, never in public employment, and one of them almost the 
peer of Henry Clay in the brilliancy of his eloquence. 1 mention only 
the great Whig leaders of Indiana, associates and friends of Mr. ORTH, 
whoarenowno more. A fewequally eminent stillsurvive. All of them 





erate 
became members of the Republican party. No period of the s 
no party in the State has produced men more cuinent for thei teand 
than the Whig leaders I have named. ae 

Mr. ORTH was a staunch partisan and true to his political fr; ? 
While in no sense an anti-slavery leader, he did not hesitate to — 
erate with the body of his political associates in the movements whiney 
ultimately formed the Republican party, and he became one of its fj mH 27 
ers; was one of its truest and most trusted leaders from its orgenisati ; 
to the time of his death, and represented his district as a Republican in 
this Chamber for seven terms, the longest period, with two exceptio - 
in the history of the State. He entered Congress during the war nd 
fully impressed with the belief that the abolition of slavery was indi * 
pensable to the public safety, he supported earnestly the amendment 
to the Constitution and all the measures looking to the elevation of th. 
freedmen. ” 

As a member of this House, Mr. ORTH, while not active in the cur. 
rent business, was attentive, careful, and prudent generally, and on 
party questions alwaysco-operating with the body of his political friends 
While not at any time the leader of his party in the House, he was at 
all times one of its representative men and influential in its counsels 
In debate his commanding and dignified presence, deep and pleasant 
voice, and earnestness of manner arrested attention. His style, if not 
brilliant or impassioned, was persuasive, earnest, and forcible. He was 
not the master of superior analytical power, but was clear and lucid iy 
the statement and generalization of the matter of debate. His speeches 
ao Spi prepared, logical in arrangement, and elevated in senti- 
ment. 

I think Mr. ORTH was not aseverestudent. His was not the patient 
and self-denying industry that questioned the ages for the secrets of 
the origin and institutions of government. He lived in the generation 
of which he was a part; he loved the society of men, studied the living 
age, and kept abreast with its current history, and was well informed 
on all questions of our domestic and foreign policy. 

But the social qualities of Mr. ORTH charmed me more than his 
talents and intellectual culture. Who that knew him and enjoyed his 
friendship will ever forget his clear, kindly eye, the cheerful and honest 
smile that lit up his strong German face, and his warm and manly 
greeting? In social intercourse Mr. ORTH was amiable, confiding, and 
cordial. He felt no distrust and was incapable of deception. His tem- 
per was joyful, generous, and hopeful. In the society of his friends his 
spirits were buoyant, even at times overflowing with good humor and 
pleasantry, but never coarse or inconsiderate of the feelings of others, 
and his language as chaste as that of a refined woman. He was a man 
of kind and generous sympathies, gentle and considerate; while easily 
aroused by a sense of injustice, and aggressive in defense, he was in 
capable of harboring a spirit of resentment or revenge. The very amia- 
bility of his disposition at times seemed to detract from the strength 
of his character and made him vacillate under the importunities of his 
friends. 

Political differences and partisan feuds did not impair his social re 
lations, and through all his service here he numbered his friends alike 
on both sides of this Chamber. 

During the last summer, while the party contest was pending in 
which his political friends were struggling to secure a quorum of tlic 
House, he came to my seat with the request that I should pair with 
him on the pending measure.and vote in his stead to make a quorum 
A growing tumor, he said, required absence and medical attention. i 
course I promptly yielded to his request. I thought then that | saw 
in his face and voice an expression of sadness. Perhaps even then 1! 
voice of the shoreless ocean he was so soon to sail had fallen upon his 
ear. 

GODLOVE 8S. ORTH, after a service in public life, State and national, 
prolonged beyond the usual experience of our country, is dead; a voice 
that has so often filled this Chamber is forever silent; a heart that las 
throbbed with high ambition and generous emotions for so many years 
is forever still; a hand so warm and true in its grasp of friendship is 
dust and ashes. But he still lives; all of our friend that commanded 
our love or inspired our admiration lives in memory, survives in tlic 
realm of the infinite and the immortal. I had known him more than 
thirty years and had served with him many years in this Chamber, 
and with the record of his public services before me, differing as we had 
always on the leading measures of government, I am rejoiced that | 
can say, in the severity of truth, ‘‘that record is one of faithful public 
service, unmarred by a stain of dishonor, beneficial to his country, 0! 
high honor to himself.’’ 


Mr. DEUSTER. Mr. Speaker, in the ceaseless war of the fell de 
stroyer, Death, upon humanity, another useful life has run its course 
long before, in our expectations, its bright period of earthly existen« 
should have been completed. 

The fine qualities of our late distinguished colleague, GoDi.0V! > 
OrTH, have been fitly extolled by the eloquent gentlemen who have 
preceded me. I can essay to add but little to the well-chosen words 
of their eulogistic remarks, and nothing that the merits of our decease:! 
fellow-member did not surpass far beyond the value of a mere tribute o! 
praise. 
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« prominent in public life as he had been, more than usual in- 
Long Pp 


terest naturally attached itself to his personal acquaintance, and | there- | 


fore carefully studied the man long before our mere acquaintance, formed 
during the Forty-sixth Congress, ripened into the intimacy of our friend- 
ship during the present Congress. What I had seen of him before had 
impressed me 80 favorably that, upon our being brought more closely 
together by our service upon the Committee on Foreign Affairs, we be- 
came much attached to each other, and I had many opportunities for ad- 
miring his practical sense, his ready conceptions of a subject in all its 
bearings, and the faithful attention he gave to the matters placed in his 
experienced care. Heespecially placed me under personal obligations by 
the warm interest he took in a measure I had introduced and which is 
now pending before this Congress in regard to our treaty relations with 
Germany. He readily accepted a place upon the sub-committee which 
took the measure in charge, and met me frequently at home or in the com- 
mittee-room to discuss this subject with all the warmth and zeal of the 
patriot, the cool calculation of the diplomatist, and the discernment of 
the statesman. Even the last work of this sub-committee bears the im- 
print of his genial mind, the draft of the substitute finally agreed upon 
being in his handwriting—a document which I shallever treasure for its 
hallowed reminiscences. 

GopLOVE 8. ORTH was not a man easily overlooked or readily for- 
gotten. The loss of no man in this House or its predecessor has been 
more deeply felt or so generally regretted. He had distinguished him- 
self in the field, in the civil service, in the arena of forensic skill. His 
death has called forth expressions of sympathy and regret, not only in 
his own State but in the press of the whole country. To no one would 
it behoove us more to pay that sacred tribute—homage to the dead— 
than to our late associate, who closed in our midst a career of useful- 
ness such as few can attain to during the same period of life, closed, too, 
while still in the prime and vigor of manhood, in the midst of life and 
usefulness, ripe in honors, but not in years. 

His place may be filled, but will it be filled so well as he has done? 
His voice is silent; but the mind that caused its utterances has leit its 
stamp upon the history of the day. He is no longer with us; but Gop- 
LOVE 8. ORTH will be remembered until they who so remember him 
must needs ask remembrance of the future for themselves. 

There is a deep, sad lesson conveyed by this solemn hour to us, the 
living, who see in the course of a few years so many manly bearers of 
illustrious names disappear from the sphere of activity in which they 
have filled important places. It teachesus that with the master-minds 
who grasped great subjects and helped to build the greatness of a nation 
must perish also, by the unrelenting hand of grim Death, all that vast 
experience, the gems of thought, the priceless knowledge, the illimita- 
ble reasoning power which carried their possessors above a multitude 
that stood willingly aside, into the foremost ranks of the men of the 
day. 

Is such loss not deeply deplorable when we remember how all these 
qualities might have asserted themselves, as they should, during a far 
longer period of usefulness than that vouchsafed to many of our best 
men? 

When the bright luster of an active mind has been dimmed by old 
age, we feel that nature claims its rights after the zenith of capacity 
has been reached; but we stand with awe in the presence of death when 
its iey touch silences lips that have pleaded so recently with the im- 
passioned eloquence of strong manhood, or when its withering breath 
fells to the bier a man who but yesterday seemed busied in ceaseless 
activity. 

GODLOVE S. ORTH, too, has been called from the scene of his earthly 
labors long before his friends, his constituents, and his country could 
reap the fullest advantages of his patriotism, his sagacity, his devotion. 
He has been removed from our midst in the maturity of his powers and 
abilities, with unmeasured opportunities still before him. But he has 
left behind him the traces of a strong mind imprinted upon important 
actsof legislation, upon national history itself. Mere words of acknowl- 
edgment will not do him justice. He has justly earned a warm place 
in the hearts of his friends, the gratitude of his State, and the respect 
of the country. May his memory ever be cherished. 


Mr. BELTZHOOVER. Mr. Speaker 





To our graves we walk 
In the thick footsteps of departed men. 

Seven times during the brief period of its existencg this great legisla- 
tive body has been halted in its deliberations by the inexorable mes- 
senger of Death. The brilliant and eloquent O’Connor fell first on the 
very threshold of the present term. Then Mr. Allen, the distin- 
guished business Representative from the metropolis of the Mississippi 
Valley, was stricken down. Then the gallant soldier, Mr. Hawk, who 
carried ever with him the silent testimonial of his service and sacrifice 
for his country, was summoned suddenly away. Then Colonel Lowe, 
after a long struggle and brief fruition of the honors of his place here, 
heard “‘the inaudible and noiseless footstep’’ at his door. Then Mr. 
Updegraff died justas he had taken with great toil and endeavor a new 
lease upon that ‘‘ habitation giddy and unsure which is built upon the 
puble mind.”’ 

Then the venerable statesman Mr. ORTH, whose memory we are con- 
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vened to honoron this occasion, departed full of yearsand honors. And 
last the young and kind and genial Mr. Shackelford, in the very 


prime ofa promising manhood, was rudely taken {rom his country’ssery 
ice and the sweet companionship of his family and his friends. Nopre 
vious Congress in all the long years of our national history has had such 
a death-roll. With admonishing frequency the supreme and solemn 
problem which all the ages have striven in vain tosolve has been thrust 
upon us. In all times and in all lands it has been the most earnest and 
imperishable desire of the human mind to peer beyond thesable curtain 
of the tomb, which never outward swings. In one unbroken caravan 
the myriads of mankind trom creation’s dawn have gone out into the mys 
terious night of death. No single traveler has ever vet returned: nay, 
more, from none of the countless millions has ever yet come back a sign 
ortoken. There isnomysterylikedeath. Thereis nothemeso sublime 
and grand as immortality. It has been the fondest dream of humanity 
in every age and etme, and among all classes and conditions of men, 
from the philosopher in the pristine days of the academy to the rudest 
bushman in the wilds of the jungle. When Sarpedon, the son of Jove, 
was slain before the walls of Troy, the greatest poet of all time, in his 
matchless epic, says: 

Apollo, with divine ambrosia all his limbs 

Anointing, clothed him in immortal robes 

To two swift bearers gave him then in charge 

Sleep and Death, twin brothers, 

The learning and philosophy and revelation of three thousand years 
have given to the yearning world no more light than that which 
the doubly darkened vision of the ** blind old bard of Scio’s rocky isk 
Is it sleep or death? As we stand on the echoless shore and watch the 
bark of life go out and sink below the vision line of that silent, tid 
less sea, we can not say whether it is death or sleep whose silken hands 
have seized our parting friend. We can not know whether it is an 
ending forever ora resting between the feverish toil of lite and the dawn 
ing of the work-day of eternity. 

But with all its marvelous drapery in the thought and poetry and 
song of all the ages of the past there never was a time when there was 
so much indifferense to death as now. Is it because after centuries of 
fruitless struggle with the inscrutable theme men have dropped it in 
despair and stand mute and resigned before the unknown and unknow 
able? Is it because the superstitious fear of death has taded betore the 
brightening dawn of reason? Is it because of faith in a religion which 
points its promises beyond thetomb? Wedonot know. From which 
ever cause, it is clear that with the release from the ancient terror ot 
death, either through philosophy or stoicism or faith, mankind have 
been infinitely the gainers. Thegreat English philosopher says: ‘* Men 
fear death as children hate to go into the dark.’’ This is the whole 
reason of the subject It is a childish, ignorant tear, unworthy of man 
hood and knowledge. , 

The more we know the less we fear, whether our knowledge be based 
on the cold confidence of reason or the silent submission to the inevita 
ble or the triumphant trust of the enthusiast in faith. The basest 
tyrant that ever enslaved mankind is the superstitious fear of death. It 
has been the stock in trade on which the priesthood have lived and pros 
pered in all times. It has been the foundation-stone on which all the 
countless cruelties and crimes and follies of all religions have been 
built. With relief from this unmanly and unreasonable dread of 
death humanity has turned its face toward life and its duties. ‘The 
curse of all generations has been the neglect of the present for the 
future, the disregard of the demands of the hour and the frittering 
away of the narrow span of time here for the shadowy speculations on 
eternity. 

Because men have come to a practical belief on this subject the world 
has sprung from the slavish toils of the past, with its priesteraft and 
prejudices, into the grand development of human life and thought 
The ideal of this age is the enjoyment of the blessings of life and thi 
acquisition of the means to secure them. The object of life is to live, 
and not to die. The Pauline precept that ‘‘no man liveth to himselft”’ 
contains the grand fundamental declaration of the only unselfish pur 
pose of existence, and embodies the substance of all the faith which is 
believed to-day, the faith which builds up and creates and increases 
human enjoyment—the religion of humanity. 

The Platonic school, centuries before Paul was born, proclaimed the 
same great basic fact of all the faith which humanity and intelligence will 
ever honestly accept. This is the spirit and belief in which the states- 
man whom we honor to-day worked out the problem of lite. To entorce 
and illustrate the efforts and results of his life’s struggles we have re- 
ferred to the marvelous changes which have followed in the wake of 
the world’s revolutions in thought and morals and society and govern- 
ment. 

GODLOVE STONER ORTH was born on the 22d day of April, 1817, near 
Lebanon, Pennsylvania. He entered Pennsylvania College, at Gettys 
burgh, in 1834, and remained until 1237. He was the orator of his so 
ciety in 1836 and its disputant in 1837. He read lawand was aimitted 
to the bar at Gettysburgh in 1839. He subsequently removed to La 
Fayette, Indiana, where he practiced his profession and made his life’s 
home. He was a member of the State senate of Indiana from 1843 to 
1849, serving a part of the time as speaker and ez officio as lieutenant- 
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governor of the State. He was a member of the Thirty-eighth, Thirty- 
ninth, Fortieth, Forty-tirst, Porty-third, Forty-sixth, and Forty-seventh 
Congresses. He was a member of the peace conference of 1861, and one 
of the most trusted advisers of Mr. Lincoln through the war of the rebel- 
lion. He was minister to the court of Vienna in 1875-’76. He was 
captain of Company G, Seventy-sixth Regiment Indiana Volunteers. He 
received the degree of LL. D. from his alma mater in 1874. He died on 
the 16th day of December, 1882, in the sixty-fifth year of his age. 

His life was one unceasing struggle with adverse tate, but was crowned 
with corresponding victories, and triendly hands can frame no more elo- 
quent eulogy than to record the lessons which his career teaches. He 
was born among a quiet, industrious, frugal, farmer people. His an- 
cestors had few opportunities for intellectual culture, and he himself 
had but little means and less encouragement to procure an education. 
He spent his early years in an atmosphere from which he could draw no 
inspiration or incentive to the higher and nobler aims of life. By the 
force of his own inherent genius and character he came up from the 
depths and fought his way unaided and alone to success and fame. No 
one can adequately understand and appreciate the obstacles which sur- 
round and bar the progress of a young man born of unlettered ances- 
tors in an unprogressive rural district. 

The sordid battle for subsistence which is waged for generations among 
such a people constrains their lives to the narrowest views of fhe ends 
of being. The struggle is to live, and, this achieved, the consumma- 
tion of human endeavor is reached. ‘The great satirist, Juvenal, says: 
‘*They do not easily rise whose abilities are repressed by poverty at 
home.’’? From such unpropitious beginnings Mr. ORTH rose slowly and 
steadily, single-handed in his contest with untoward fate, until he con- 
quered an honorable place amongmen. ‘The law of compensation, which 
never fails in any of the arrangements of nature, contributed to help 
as untavorable circumstances hindered him. He inherited in his hum- 
bleness of birth some things which were wonderful auxiliaries in his 
conflict with the world, 

He got from his sturdy ancestors a strong and enduring frame, a clear, 
healthy brain, a persistent and unconquerable industry, and that rare 
and invaluable possession, great good common sense. He had a com- 
prehensive and analytical intellect and a sound judgment. He was a 
vigorous and incisive speaker and formidable debater. He was a pro- 
gressive and practical statesman and a capable and conservative legis- 
lator. Very few public men were as powerful before the people on the 
stump or in the forum. Very few of hiscompeers were more fully im- 
bued with the utilitarian spirit of the times or applied themselves with 
more energy and intelligence to fairly meet the demands of the country 
on the great questions in which the people are most vitally interested. 
He was a cool, courageous, manly man. He knew his rights and fear- 
lessly maintained them, as the records of the last session clearly show. 

In the very zenith of his career he learned the melancholy lesson 
that ‘‘ virtue itself ’scapes not calumnious strokes.’’ He was the object 
of one of those malicious assaults which disgrace the politics of all 
countries, and particularly of this. This malevolent slander thwarted 
the pursuit of his promising career just at the critical moment when the 
future was fullest of hope, He utterly silenced his maligners when an 
opportunity came, but the poisoned shaft had done its wicked work. 
It served to lose the golden chance which, like the current, when itonce 
goes by never returns. It left the dead statesman unscathed and clear, 
but it was an unhappy proof of the power of calumny in party politics 
in a free government. ‘‘Censure is the tax a man pays to the public 
for being eminent.’’ But if there isone crime more dark and infamous 
than another it is the stabbing of fair and spotless reputation. On the 
tomb of myriads of worthy men, thus maimed and ruined in the midst 
of their fondest dreams of tame, could be appropriately written: 

A faleon towering in his pride of place, 
Was by a mousing ow! hawked at and killed. 


But it is better to have deserved success and failed than to have won 
the victor’s crown by fraudandcrime. It is the sublimest article in the 
faith of humanity that as the world grows wiser the shams and frauds 
of its hero worship will perish with the superstitions of its dying my- 
thology, and men will then be accorded credit. for what they do and 
not for what they were ignorantly supposed to have done. In those 
better days which are already breaking on the horizon of the years to 
come there will be an impartial and unerring forum in which the judg- 
ments of passion and prejudice and malevolence will be reversed for- 
ever. With the growth of the world’s wisdom there will be a new 
measure of success which will give to duty done credit for the weight 
of calumny and contumely and malice through which a man fearlessly 
fought the une®en battle of life. To that serene and certain day the 
dead statesman whose life and services we commemorate can safely 
trust his fame. 

In the beautiful lines of Catullus— 


Qui nunc it per iter tenebricosum 
Illue unde negant redire quemquam. - 


He is now traveling the darksome path to that land from which they 
say no one ever returns. Whether the darkand silent journey will end 
in cold obstruction and oblivious death, or whether he will wake from 
his dreamless sleep in the glorious morning of another world, we do not 








know. We can only fondly hope and trust that the inexorable fy), 
which cuts the thread of mortal life may hold— 


The golden key 
Which ope’s the palace of eternity. 


Mr. PEIRCE. Mr. Speaker, it is the common lot of all to die. wy, 
know that from this fate there is no escape. It is absolutely inevita}|a 
We may look for it and see its near approach and yet are never ready 
to receive the grim messenger, no matter at what hour or in what guiss 
he may appear. 

Leaves have their time to fall, 
And flowers to wither at the north wind’s breath, 


And stars to set; but all, 
Thou hast all seasons for thine own, O Death! 


Death lays his icy hands on our children, young, loving, and proms. 
ing, and our hearts are wrung with grief. We can not understand ¢}y. 
mystery of their death. We see the full-grown man, in all the pride o: 
his strength and usefulness, called from life to death, and such a dis; 
sation seems inscrutable and marvelous. 

Three-score years pass by and with them have come usefulness «<j 
honors and troops of friends, but the grim messenger calls his vic 


tim 


| home, and in our weakness we cry out against the divine economy that 


makes it possible, and say that more years should be added for the en 
joyment of all these achievements. Inevitable as death is, our natures 
always revolt at its arbitrary power. Death loves a shining mark, and 
we this day mourn the loss of a friend, a lawyer, a statesman, and 4 
patriot. 

Living in a stirring age, it was his fortune to serve his country at ; 
time that called for the exercise of statesmanship and patriotism of tl) 
highest order. Few men have seen more public service, and few men 
have been more honored. 

I need not now and here trace his steps at length from early lif 
through all the struggles of boyhood and manhood until he achieved 
his final success. That has already been done by my colleague [M1 
BROWNE]. But it is a matter of absorbing interest that he had the iron 
will and nerve in 1839 to leave his home in Pennsylvania and seek a 
then far-off State, with slender means and among strangers, to win to 
himself a home and fame. The will and the courage that prompted 
him to this were sure signs of ultimate success. With all our present 
railroad facilities it is now hard to realize the undertaking of a journey 
to a new State requiring weeks in its accomplishment. He selected La 
Fayette for his home and lived there until his death, a period of forty 
three years, and for thatcity he always had the greatest pride and atfec 
tion. Engaging in the practice of the law at a bar composed of men 
notably and conspicuously able in their profession, he soon won his wa) 


| to the front ranks and kept it until he entered the broader field of poli 


tics. In the practice of the law and in polities his life was full of strug 
gles and antagonisms, and yet he won and held in the highest degre: 
the contidence and respect of all with whom he came in contact. 

It hgs always seemed to me that one of the most striking elements o! 
his charaeter was to be found in the courage of his convictions. His 
judgment was formed after mature and deliberate reflection, and on 
formed he stood by it firmly and immovably. He was never a tine- 
server, and his record is full of instances illustrating this element of his 
character. I will give but one. When the issue was made upon thi 
currency question very many of the leading men of his party were in 
clined to go with what seemed to be the ruling passion of the hour, and 
in their anxiety to catch the popular breeze sailed far away from the 
record of the party. The effect of these leaders so acting was demora! 
izing in the extreme. 

Mr. OrtH had voted for the resumption act and for all the leading 
features of the financial policy of his party. That policy was on trial 
Many thought it a mistake, and evil effects from it were prophesied 
freely on every hand; but welldo I remember his heroism at that hour 
In my city, where he was always a favorite, he was greeted with an 
audience that any man might be proud to face; and when he came to 
discuss that policy of his party how well do I remember him! With 
that serious, deliberate, and determined manner that always astracted 
and convinced, he said: ‘‘I voted for the resumption act. I believe ! 
did right, and I should do so again.’? When he had finished his argu- 
ment the doubting and hesitating were won completely over to bim, 
and from that time on there was no doubt in their minds of the propri- 
ety and value of that legislation. Subsequent events have shown the 
wisdom of his action and the value of his services in breasting the storm 
of opposition and remaining steadfast to correct doctrines. Such spirit* 
are the salvation of all parties. 

Mr. ORTH possessed a kind and sympathetic heart. His hand and 
heart were open to every appeal and no one wasever turned away. He 
was especially kind and tender in looking after the interests of the 
needy, and when his great heart ceased to beat, and distinguished men 
and high officials of the State and nation were gathering to pay their last 
sad tribute of ct, there came also very many humble men to drop 


their tears. While the public were being admitted to look for the last 
time upon that kindly face many old friends and neighbors wept bit- 
terly. Among those who came was an old German soldier, in whose 
claim for pension Mr. OrTH had especially interested himself. Crip- 
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Jed with wounds received in honorable service under the old flag, de- | 


crepit from age, almost too feeble to walk unassisted, and braving the | 


dangers of very bad weather, the old man had dragged himself into the 
house. In his hand he carried asmall sprig of evergreen. Entering the 


room containing the remains, his eyes fell upon that face he knew and | 


joved so well. ‘Taking those cold hands in his and kissing them over and 
over again, he gave way to his grief and wept bitterly. Looking up 
eo his tears he exclaimed: ‘‘ He was kinder than a father to me! 


side the casket, he said: ‘‘I am so poor, this is the only offering | can 
bring to him who was so good to me.’’ He begged that the evergreen 
might be buried with his friend, and turned again and again to look 
upon that silent face until led away by the attendants. What higher 
and bettes tribute could be paid to his goodness and greatness than this. 
He had been over and over elected to the highest legislative body on 
earth; he had been high in the counsels of the men who controlled the 
destinies of his people in the hours of their deepest gloom; he enjoyed 
the confidence of Presidents and Cabinet officers, of judges and Sena- 
tors, and members of the House to which he belonged; he had repre- 
sented our country at the court of one of the richest and most powerful 
countries of Europe, and yet he never lost the affection of the humblest 
of his friends at home. They were among the very first to give evi- 
dence of their appreciation of his virtues and to mourn his loss. 

The life of a public man is in some respects most undesirable. He 
may have lived beyond reproach, but too often his entrance into politics 
makes him the mark for all the shafts of envy and malice. It seems 
impossible for any public man to receive perfectly fair treatment; and 
it would be difficult to find any one in public lite who had not at some 
time been treated in such a way as to have the iron enter his soul. Mr. 
OrTH was in public life when public excitement ran high and at a 
time when partisan feeling was intense, and in the contests through 
which he passed he knew some of the bitterness and rancor of party 
strife. And yet he so pursued the even tenor of an upright’way that 
he retained the respect and esteem of those who were most active in the 
opposing ranks. More than once did he allude with feelings of evident 
delight and satisfaction to the fact of the entire delegation from his 
State in Congress uniting in recommending and in urging his appoint- 
ment to a foreign mission. And no one was more prompt and ready to 
do justice to others than he. He could not and would not consent to 
see any one unjustly assailed, and he would not stand by and hear a 
fulse accusation made for any mere temporary partisan purpose. At 
one time an estrangement came between himself and another very prom- 
inent gentleman of the opposite party, and for several years their social 
relations were interrupted. In a party of gentlemen one day he heard 
the integrity of this gentleman assailed. With flashing eye and indig- 
nant mien he came to his rescue and said: ‘‘ I have known him for years. 
He is my political enemy and I am not on terms of personal intimacy 
with him; but I know him to be an honest and incorruptible man, and | 
will not silently allow his good name to be impeached.’? The incident 
came to the ears of the gentleman, and brought him to Mr. ORTH at once 
for a reconciliation, which followed, and always afterward they enjoyed 
each other’s friendship and confidence. 

No reference to the character of Mr. ORTH would do him justice that 
did not greatly emphasize his habitof industry. He believed that now 
was the time for the discharge of every duty, and faithfully he followed 
that belief. Upon receipt of a letter, no matter from whom it might 
come, he seemed impatient until its answer should be speeding on its 
way. He believed that anything worth doing at all was worth doing 
well, and he gave his whole attention to every matter engaging his 
mind. Every detail received full consideration, and the amount of 
work he accomplished seemed almost marvelous. As a legislator he 


every law perfect in all its details. 

Mr. ORTH was passionately fond of his family circle, and here the 
best qualities of the heart were most apparent. He believed in the 
sanctity of home, and that the man who was true in his family rela- 
tions could not be untrue to the honor of the nation. While he fully 
appreciated the honors of public life and was deeply sensible of all he 
had won, yet he believed they were only valuable as they come home 
to heighten the enjoyment of that little circle that gathered about his 


bright and enduring example. He has left to the country the legacy 
of a well-spent lite. To the youth of the country he leaves an exan 
ple of industry, of perseverance, of honesty, of patriotism, and of suc 
cess, to inspire them with lofty and ambitious purposes. 


Mr. DAVIS, of Illinois. Mr. Speaker, in the midst of an active sery 
ice, where personal cares and requirements press upon us, where our du 


. ue! | ties and responsibilities are so great that we become aggressive and 
Oh, what shall I do now that he is gone!’’ Laying the evergreen in- | 


headstrong in their performance and observance; in a lite upon this 
floor, where seemingly the hours are altogether too short and the day 
itself but a brief hour; where strong men grapple in debate at times 


| almost as fiereely as warriors do in battle: where the skill and adroit- 





ness of the one is only counteracted by the logic, the eloquence, and the 
activity of the other; where time appears to be the great desideratum 
and men are taught that an hour lost or diverted is almost a calamity; 
while thus thorouthly engaged and absorbed in these activities, oblivi 
ous apparently to matters of graver concern, we have been brought to 
a halt by the command of the immortal Speaker of Mankind, and re 
minded and admonished in the most forcible and impressive manner 
that we are but mortal. 

How suddenly and how frequently this terrible command has been 
given this House is a sad remembrance to us all 

It is our custom, and as I believe an eminently proper one, that we 
of our own motion should stop in the activities of this Chamber, and 
laying aside all thought of pressing duty devote an hourto the memory 
and honor of those of our members who have been called hence toa higher 
life, to a higher sphere of action, and to the lesson which it teaches 

This hour we devote to-day to the memory of our departed friend 
and member, GODLOVE 8S. ORTH, of Indiana; and I would not that this 
hour should pass without rising in my place and saying a word in tes 
timony and to the memory and to the honor of this grand old man 
Old not in years, old not in appearance or in physical and mental power, 
but old and grand in the service of his country; a diplomat, a soldier, 
and a statesman, for a period of upward of forty years almost continu 
ously he served his State and his country well. 

His colleagues upon this floor, with exact data of his public service, 
having intimate relations and full knowledge of his public life and per 
sonal character, have spoken eloquently and in excellent taste of his 
great worth. I speak of him, and only briefly, as we knew him here 
in recent years, and as a warm friend and as a true man. 

Mr. ORTH was prominent in this body as one of its leaders, both in 
counsel and in debate. His great experience, his thorough familiarity 
with the history of his country and the necessities of its people; his 
quick perception: his cultured mind, where were stored the treasures 
of a longand active public lite; his steadfast adherence to the principles 
of his political faith, rendered him invaluable in this legislative assem 
bly, in the preparation and in the enactment of wise and beneficial laws 
in the interest of the people and the country. He was specially adapted 
to this service in which he took great pride and labored industriously 

As a debater Mr. Ortit took high rank. Never was challenge in de- 
bate sent him which he did not instantly accept, and from a mind of 
remarkable resources and of great activity he supported his position with 
such an array of facts and illustrations, so tersely put, with argument so 
logical and eloquent, with an earnestness of manner, agressive yet cour- 


| teous and convincing, which carried conviction to the minds of all that 


he was honest in his belief and that he had the courage of his own con- 
victions. 

He was a statesman in the broader sense; he gave his energy, his great 
talents, and the best efforts of his mind to matters of national concern 
and in the interest of the general pfiblic. He was too broad for selfish 


| ness, too great to become useless through envy or jealousy, and the un 
labored not alone for general results, but it was his ambition to make | 


hearth-stone. All hopes, all honors, all aspirations, led him back to the | 


charmed circle. Devoted, tender, and true, his loss has fallen upon that 
little circle with crushing force. 

Mr. ORTH’s nature contained a deep religious vein. Without ob- 
truding it upon others’ attention he always maintained the highest 
respect for religion and religious institutions. The opinion of good 


had in view the desire to so conduct himself as to bring no reproach 


dermining or tearing down of another's position by secret methods for 
his own advancement was beneath him. He would extend the same 
candor to an opponent which he would expect for himself, and, taking 
an advanced and manly position, not obtruding, yet courageous in the 
consciousness of his own ability to sustain himself and the cause which 
he advocated by merit alone 

Mr. ORTH was strong and aggressive in his own belief, yet sensitive 
as a child, and warm, exceedingly warm, in his friendships 

I shall not forget how this grand old man, with his forty years of ex- 
perience in public life resting so gracefully upon him and lighting up 


| as with a halo his charming countenance, greeted me for the first time 
| as I entered this Hall, a new and young member of this body; with that 


smile which was characteristic of him and which had become a part of bis 
very nature—warm, cordial, and dignified, with outstretched hands 


| grasping both of mine in his he bade me welcome to public life, its duties 
people always afforded him the liveliest satisfaction, and he constantly | 


upon himself and to merit high opinion of good men. In one of my | 
familiar conversations with him, which were always appreciated by me, | 


he said to me, ‘‘ A member of Congress can not be too circumspect in 
his conduct here. He should remember that every night pious people 


are kneeling down and praying for him.’’ Our friend is gone, and those | 


who enjoyed his confidence and friendship, who loved him for his esti- 


} 


| 


and its responsibilities. With great delicacy he pointed out the various 
methods of successful legislation, and gave in kindest manner such in- 
formation as he thought would be of immediate service, so valuable to 
a new and so often unthought of by anold member. The acquaintance 
thus formed ripened into a warm and generous friendship, which con 
tinued uninterruptedly until ‘his light of lite went out.’ 

Mr. ORTH was a true man in the best acceptation of that term, true 
to his own manhood, true to his own convictions, true to his family, 


mable qualities and so profited by his wisdom and experience, sincerely | true to all the requirements of his position in life, true to the end to the 
mourn his loss. But he is not lost to us. He is still with us in a! duties imposed upon him by an exacting and discriminating public 
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Mr. ORTH was an American proud of his country, its free institutions, 
and of the unexampled progress of its people. When presented as the 
representative of this nation at court in Vienna, he addressed the foreign 
sovereign in the native tongue of the realm so perfectly that the Emperor 
immediately inquired what part of the empire he claimed as his nativ- 
ity. ‘True to his country and proud of its citizenship, thanking the Em- 
peror for hiscompliment, he answered, ‘‘ 1 am, sir, an American citizen, 
as my fathers before me have been for one hundred years.’’ 

The every act of this man in a long and useful public life, in his per- 
sonal characteristics, the voice, the gesture, the expression, evidenced 
to all his thorough equipment for his service, the absolute sincerity of 
his motives, and the secret of his success in the brilliant career just 
closed. 

We bow in reverential attitude to-day and mourn the loss of this dis- 
tinguished member. We commemorate his virtues and pay tribute to 
his great achievements. 

In this sad affliction we feel grateful in the consolation we have that 
his race is better that he lived; that it was well that such a life had 
been led and such an_example left. 

By his death this House loses one of its old and most honored mem- 
bers; Indiana one of her great men; the nation one of its safest coun- 
selors; the people a friend and benefactor. 


Mr. D& MOTTE. Mr. Speaker, for the eighth time the shadow of 
death has fallenupon this House. Mr. Wood, of New York; Mr. O’Con- 
nor, of South Carolina; Mr. Allen, of Missouri; Mr. Hawk, of Illinois; 
Mr. Lowe, of Alabama; Mr. Updegraff, of Ohio; Mr. OrrH, of Indi- 
ana, and Mr. Shackelford, of North Carolina, have successively been 
stricken down while discaarging the high trust committed to them by 
the people. Thereisno time, from babyhood to hoary age, when the ap- 
pearance of death does not seem to us inopportune. ‘There are no cir- 
cumstances under which it is not appalling. It has been wisely ordered 
that we may not know the time appointed for us to die. The vast book 
of nature, that unfailing storehouse of knowledge, the Book divine, with 
its prophecies, its proverbs, and its promises, give no formula by which 
we may calculate the days allotted us. 

We have met to-day to honor the memory of one of the oldest, most 
experienced, and ablest of our number; one who for many years had 
served the people of his State in this Chamber and in other places of 
dignity and responsibility. Ripe in years, vigorous in mind, wise in 
counsel, sincerely devoted to the service of his country and his race, we 
deeply deplore his loss. 

GopLove S. ORTH was the last but one of a brilliant company of 
young men, who at about the same time became prominent in the poli- 
ties of Indiana. 

That political pentecost, the campaign of 1840, gave tongues of fire 
to these gifted young men. With an earnestness and power before 
that unknown in political discussion; with the fervor of the religious 
devotee, their eloquence, at the recollection of whieh the eyes of the 
survivors of that memorable campaign still kindle with enthusiasm, 
was irresistible in rallying the people to the support of General Harrison. 

Most gifted of these and of nearly thesame age were George H. Proffit, 
Joseph G. Marshall, George G. Dann, Samuel W. Parker, E. W. Mc- 
Gaughey, Henry 8. Lane, GODLOVE 8. OrTH, and Richard W. Thomp- 
son. [say with the pride of anative Indianian no State in this Union, 
no community of people anywhere of equal numbers ever produced in 
one generation a more brilliant company. 

Proflit was twice elected to Congress, and by the able manner in 
which he discharged his duties secured the fullest confidence of his 
constituents. In the strength of his manhood he passed away with 
the generation preceding this. 

Marshall, estimated by those now living who knew him as the most 
talented and scholarly of them all, after having been the candidate of 
his party for governor of his State, died before 1850, beloved and hon- 
ored by the people. 

Ek. W. MeGanghey was a boy in stature and in personal appearance, 
but a giant in intellect. Genial, witty, logical, and happy in the use of 
language, he was formidable upon the stump and at the bar. He was 
dearly beloved by his party friends, and they rallied around “ Little 
Ned,’’ as they familiarly called him, with an enthusiasm rarely equaled. 
A Whig, he was twice elected to Congress trom a pronounced Demo- 
cratic district. His was not a nature to endure defeat, so when defeat 
came he turned from the associations of his youth toa new field of labor. 
On his way to the then newly-discovered El Dorado on the Pacific coast, 
while crossing the Isthmus of Panama, he was stricken by a malignant 
fever, and with the roaring of the two great oceans for his requiem he 
died. 

George G. Dunn was twice elected to Co: Before arriving at 
middle age, in the midst of his usefulness and in t the enjoyment of the 
fullest confidence of the people, he was gathered to his fathers. 

Samuel W. Parker was also twiceelected to and died more 

han a quarter of a century ago, honored by the people of the whole 
tate. 

It was given to three only of these gi men to the limit 
of life assigned by the 4 aan meres) 

Henry 8. Lane, “the Henry Clay of Indiana,” as he was sometimes 





appropriately called, while perhaps least ambitious for off 
tions, was most highly honored with them. The people 
withheld from him nothing they had to bestow. He was elected to the 
Legislature, a member of Congress, the governor of his State, and United 
States Senator, in all of which positions he stood shoulder to shoulder 
with the ablest of his associates. Retiring from the Senate in 167. }). 
spent the remainder of his days in quiet usefulness in the beautify! little 
city which had been his home for almost half a century. Less than 
two years ago he went to his rest, honored and beloved by all. : 

The second of the trio to enter the valley and shadow was Gopi oy 
S. OrTH, in honor of whom this august body has set apart this hour 

He was the youngest of the brilliant company of 1840. Less gifted 
by nature, perhaps, than some of his companions, he made recompense 
therefor by unremitting study and honest, conscientious devotion to the 
letter as well as the spirit of the work he had in hand. Elected to the 
senate of his State when but twenty-five years of age, he immediately 
became so necessary to that body and took such high rank as a legis. 
lator and parliamentarian that after two years service he was electe:| 
president of the senate. From that time until the day of his death he 
was a trusted party leader. Skilled in the rare faculty of estimating 
his fellow-men correctly, he was an efficient organizer. Mild mannered 
yet plain spoken, always sincere and able to impress his associates with 
that sincerity, he was a peacemaker and a promoter of harmony. [e- 
liberate, cautious, yielding when preparing for the struggles of public 
life, he was quick, obstinate, and aggressive when those struggles were 
upon him. In my judgment but few men of his disposition and habits 
of mind could assume his proportions in an emergency. 

For forty years, with here and there an exceptional year, the people 
who knew him best have kept him in positions of responsibility and 
honor, in all of which he so demeaned himself as to command their loye 
and contidence. 

I doubt not I will be pardoned for turning for one moment from the 
honored dead to the honored living. Hail to thee, Dick Thompson, 
last of the brilliant company of 1840; peer of thy coadjutors in al! 
things and superior to them in many! May the time be far distant 
when thy voice, to which the people of thy State have for forty years so 
eagerly turned for counsel, encouragement, and inspiration, shall be 
stilled in death. 

The labors of GODLOVE S. ORTH are ended. 

‘* The record of a noble life is that life’s best eulogy; the history ot 
the deeds of worthy men their most lasting epitaph.’’ 

What Mr. ORTH has accomplished for his country and his fellow-men 
is our inheritance. 

I can make no better wish for my State nor for the nation than that 
their destiny for the future may be controlled by men so able, so pa 
triotic, so wise, so good as he. 


icial posi- 
of Indiana 


Mr. FORD. Mr. Speaker, it was my good fortune to be somewhat 
intimately associated with Mr. ORTH in the Forty-sixth and first ses 
sion of the Forty-seventh Congress. Sitting at his side, I had rare op 
portunity of knowing and learning to esteem a thoroughly represent 
ative American statesman. Mr. ORTH was kind and considerate, an 
although a man of varied experience, a citizen who had represented hi 
Government abroad with great ability and was not less conspicuous as 
a legislator in the councils of his country, he was yet unpretending, in- 
dulgent, and generous. Mr. Speaker, Mr. ORTH was proud of his coun- 
try and devoted to the republican form of government. He had seen 
the degradation of the millions affected by the pernicious system insep:- 
rable from monarchy, and realized the full force of that great truth, 
‘the people can best govern themselves.’ 

He was a sincere, ardent believer in the dignity of American citizen- 
ship, and would proclaim it with as much fervor in the presence 0! 
kings as when addressing an audience in the State of Indiana. Natu 
ralized citizens appreciate his fidelity and revere his memory ; and I shal! 
take leave to add the preamble and resolution adopted at a meeting 0! 
Irish-American citizens as atribute to the worth of an estimable, «is 
tinguished American citizen: 

. CLAN-NA-GAEL HALL, 
Washington, D. C., January 10, Iss 

At the regular meeting of the Clan-na-Gael Association held on this date, tly 
following preamble and resolution were unanimously : 

Whereas we have learned of the death of the late Hon. G. S. ORTH, ex-min's 
ter to Vienna, and chairman of the sub-committee of Foreign Affairs, charged 
with the duty of inquiring into the cases of the American citizens imprisoned !)) 
the British in Ireland; and : 

Whereas Hon. Mr. Orrn, as Representative and citizen, manifested a sincer 
sympathy for the Irish people end these who served and suffered for them, ani 
faithfully and efficiently performed his duty as chairman of the sub-comimil(™ 
above referred to: Therefore, ; wi 

Be it resolved, That we, as American citizens of Irish birth or origin, express 
our deep and heartfelt regret at his death and the consequent loss to his fm'!s 
of a devoted and affectionate husband and father, to the Republic of one of 1's 


purest, noblest, and ablest Representatives and citizens, and to the Irish peop! 
of a faithful, earnest, and practical friend. 

It was ordered that a copy of the above be filed with the records of the assoc 
ciation, and that copies be forwarded to Mrs. Orth and to the Speaker of tl 
“—. of re eae . 

behalf Clan-na-Gael. 
ED. MEAGHER CONDON, 
JAMES DILLON, 
JAMES BELLEW, d 
Commitee on Resolutions. 
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Mr. DOXEY. Mr. Speaker, by those who were fellow-members, co- 


laborers, and the political associates of my lamented predecessor have | 


his virtues been praised and his talents appropriately applauded. With 
tongues whose brilliancy hasawakened these chambers in the presence 
of him of whom we would this day speak, and whose eloquence and 
wisdom have attracted his attention and his admiration, has his life 
been reviewed. All this has been said so beautifully and by words laden 
with such pure love that I feel all has been said that need be said. 

A monument typical of the personal and political character of this 
distinguished statesman and patriot has been built here by friends this 
dav; but I, as his successor to a seat in this House, and for many years 
his constituent and admirer, can not permit this last opportunity to pass 
tocast upon the mound beneath which slumbers his memory a rosebud, 
a leaf, some simple emblem to mark the appreciation in which I held 
him while living and the sorrow I feel at his loss. 

He has gone from among us, and the chair he occupied will never be 
filled by one more pure in nature, more lofty and courageous in his 
actions, more kind and gentle in his every word. He won the hearts 
of those he chanced to meet wherever he went. He was frank, he was 
honest, he was plain. None loved him better than those who knew 
him best. In hisown home city, where his daily walks were most con- 
spicuous, was he held in highest esteem. 

There was no secrecy in his private life. He was the soul of truth. 
History can reveal nothiag which will detract from the purity of his 
life and character. 

His politeness was one of his most prominent characteristics. It was of 
thegenuinetype, that which springs from the true goodness of heart, that 
politeness which ever secks to contribute to the happiness of others and 
which avoids all that could give pain. He studiously avoided personal 
bitterness. Hecould discuss a political question with an opponent who 
differed most widely with him, without fora moment losing his temper. 

But GODLOVE 8S. OnTH is dead. That tongue which once by its wis- 
dom and eloquence stirred the souls of those about me here to-day 
now lies cold and speechless beneath the sod. But in history it will 
speak forever. The seat he so well filled on this floor has been taken 
by another. The various positions he held in the organization of this 
Congress are occupied by other men. The daily routine moves forward 
as when he was among you. Apparently there is no gap left here by 
his demise; but there 1s a vacancy, not only in the ability of this Con- 
gress, but in the heart of every one who knew him. 

He has crossed the dark river. To the summons has he responded, 
and gone to join the innumerable caravan that moves to the mysterious 
realms. Mis death was as peaceful as his life. He went not likeaslave 
at night, but sustained and soothed by an unfaltering trust wrapped 
the drapery of his ¢ouch about him and has lain down to peaceful dreams. 


The resolutions were adopted; and accordingly (at 40’ clock and 40 min- 
utes p.m.) the House adjourned. 


PETITIONS, ETC. 

The following petitions and papers were laid on the Clerk’s desk, 
under the rule, and referred as follows: 

By Mr. HARMER: Memorial of the Philadelphia Maritime Exchange, 
protesting against the transfer of the United States Signal Service tothe 
Department of the Interior—to the Committee on Commerce. 

By Mr. KELLEY: The petition of 70 ship-owners, shipping-mer- 
chants, and ship-brokers, protesting against the adoption of section 13 
of bill H. R. 7061, known as the shipping bill—to the same committee. 

By Mr. PEELLE: The petition of George C. Thacher, Thomas Fort- 
une, and 40 others, citizens of Shelbyville, Indiana, for a material re- 
duction of the duty on sugar—to the Committeeon Ways and Means. 
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By Mr. RANDALL: The petition of the Grand Temple of Honor of 


Pennsylvania, for an amendment to the Constitution of the United 
States to prohibit the manufacture and sale of all alcoholic beverages— 
to the Select Committee on the Alcoholic Liquor Traffic. 

By Mr. RITCHIE: The petition of Foss Post No. 14, Grand Army of 
the Republic, of Toledo, Ohio, relative to bill H. R. 7561—to the Com- 
mittee on Military Affairs. 

By Mr. SKINNER: The petition of 27 citizens of Watertown, New 
York, for a reduction of the duty on sugar—to the Committee on Ways 
and Means. 

By Mr. W. G. THOMPSON: The petition of J. R. Gitchell and 52 
others, citizens of Walker, Linn County, Iowa, for a reduction of the 
duty on sugar-——to the same committee. 

By Mr. VANCE: The petition of W. G. Buchanan and others, for a 
mail-route from Bakersville to Burnsville via Ledger, North Carolina— 
to the Committee on the Post-Office and Post-Roads. 

By Mr. WHITTHORNE: The petition of Mrs. Mary McCraw, for a 
pension—to the Committee on Invalid Pensions. 





The following petitions, praying that Congress will not adopt any 
lower rate of duties on foreign manufactured products than that rec- 
ommended by the Tariff Commission, were presented and referred to the 

mmittee on Ways and Means: 

By Mr. BARR: Of 122 employésof Lebanon Furnace, Lebanon, and 
of 79 employés of Central Iron Works, of Harrisburgh, Pennsylvania. 
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Mr. BRUMM: Of John Ralston and 103 others, and Tame 





s 
McCue and 327 others, of Pottsville, Pennsylvania, 

By Mr. KELLEY: Of 70 shipping firms, masters, owners of vessels, 
and ot ‘iers, and of resolutions adopted by the board of wardens of the 
port of Philadelphia, P. sylvania 

By Mr. MUTCHLER: Of 135 employés of F lale Mills, of Fern 
dale, Lehigh County, and of 216 employs of the Coplay Iron Company, 
of Coplay, Lehigh County, Pennsylvani 

By Mr. TALBOTT: O John B. Stricker and others, employés of 
George P. Whittaker & Co., Principio Fu Ma Yi 

By Mr. WARD: Of employés of Springton Forge. Chester County 
Pennsylvania. - 

The following petitions, remonstrating against the proposed transfer 
of the revenue marine to the Navy Department, w presented and re 
ferred to the Committee on Commerce 

By Mr. CURTIN: Of citizens of Clearfield and Centre Counties, Penn 
sylvania. 

By Mr. HARMER: Of the Vessel-Owners and Captains’ Association 
of Philadelphia, Pennsylvania. 

By Mr. RANDALL: Of 29 stevedores and masters of Philadelphia, 


Pennsylvania. 
By Mr. SKINNER: Of keeper and surfmen of life 


; tion No 
1, Ellisburgh, New York 


SENATE. 
THURSDAY, February 1, 1883. 


The Senate met at 11 o’clock a.m. P 
J. BULLocK, D. D. 


The Journal of yesterd 


rayer by the Chaplain, Rev. J 


Ly’s proceedings was read and 
CREDENTIALS 
Mr. MAHONE presented the credentials of Harrison Holt Riddleber 
ger, chosen by the Legislature of Virginia a Senator from that State for 


approved 











the term beginning March 4, 1883; which were read and ordered to be 
filed. 
EXECUTIVE COMMUNICATION 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore laid before the Senate a communication 
from the Secretary of the Navy, transmitting a list of vessels stricken 
from the Navy Register in pursuance of the act of August 5, 1882; which 
was referred to the Committ on Naval Afla d ordered to Ix 
printed 

PUTITION AND MEMORIALS 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore presented a joint resolution of the 
Thirty-third Gener ssembly of the State of Illinois on the subject ot 
the Yellowstone Nati il | > which was read, as folloy 
Preamble and joint resolutions the T ty-t! 1¢ 1A yofthesS 

of Thling 

Whereas the people of the State of Illinois, having a common interest in our 
National Park, and the maintaining of the same free to all the pr : of the 
earth visiting this region of matchless wonders and prandeurs, and learning that 
a company of capitalisis are tr x to secure a lease of said park, with exclusive 
rights therein; and 

Whereas the attention of Congress beir Ned to said transaction by the re 
port of Lieutenant-General Sheridan, made to the War Department November 
1, 1882, and Senator Vest having reported a bill from committee to the Sennte 


of the United States making rules and regulations for the better government of 
said park: Therefore, 

Be it resolved by the senate and house of representative meurring herein), That this 
General Assembly, acting on behalf of the people of this State, respectfully re 
quest that ourSenators and Representatives in Congress use all honorable means 


to secure the passage of a law that will give to the people visiting said park the 


right of viewing the wonders therein contained free from the extortion of mo 
nopolists or hinderance from any source whatever, far as mav be consistent 
with the necessary protection of the scenery and objects of curiosity and the pro 
tection of the game and fish therein contained 

Resolved, That we hereby tender to Licutenant-General Sheridan and Senator 


Vest the thanks of the people of this State for their timely and earnest efforts in 
the preventing of said park from passing into the exclusive possession of said 
company, to be used by them as 2 cattie-ra xtorting of money 
from tourists visiting said park. 

Resolved, That the secretary of state be, and he is hereby, requested to forward 
copies of these resolutions to our Senators and Representatives in Congress, and 
a copy of each to Lieutenant-Genera! Sheridan and Senator Visi 

Adopted by the Senate January 16, Iss) 


neh and for the « 


WM. J. CAMPBELL, 
President of the Senate 
lL. F. WATSON, Secretary 


Concurred in by the House of Representatives January 18, 1883 


LORIN C. COLLINS, Jr., 
Speaker of the House of Representatives 
JOWIN A. REEVE, Clerk 


UNITED STATES OP AMERICA 
Slate of Illinois, 
I, Henry D. Dement, secretary of state of 
tify that the foregoing is atrue copy of a preamble 
by the Thirty-third General Assembly of the Stat 


the State of Illinois, do hereby cer 
and joint resolution adopted 
of Dilinois, and filed in this 






otfice January 25, A. D. 1883 
In witness whercof I hercunto set my hand and affix the great seal of Stat« 
Done at Springfield, the 25th day of January ithe year of our Lord 1583 
I ) 


[SEAL] HENRY D. DEMENT 


Secretary of State 
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Mr. GARLAND. As there has been a bill reported from the Com- 


| 





es 


es 


He also presented the petition of Alpheus T. Palmer, of Bango; 


mittce on Territories on that subject, I believe the proper disposition to | Maine, late first lieutenant Ninth Regiment of Infantry, United States 
make of the joint resolution would be to lay it on the table. I make | Army, praying to be restored to the retired-list; which was referred to, 


that motion. 

The motion was agreed to. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore presented a joint resolution of the Leg- 
islature of Illinois upon the subject of the Hennepin Canal; which was 
read and referred to the Committee on Commerce, as follows: 

Joint resolution. 

Whereas a bill is now pending in Congress providing for constructing a canal 
from the Illinois River, at or near Hennepin, to the Mississippi River, at or above 
Rock Island; and 

Whereas the people of the State of Iinois have voted to cede the Illinois and 
Michigan Canal to the United States: Therefore, 

Resolved by the house of representatives (the senate concurring), That our Sena- 
tors in Congress be, and are hereby, instructed, and our Representatives re- 
quested, to vote for and use their influence to procure the passage of said bill 
known as the “ ILennepin Canal bill,’ and to secure the acceptance by the United 
States of said Illinois and Michigan Canal. 

Resolved, That the governor be, and is hereby, requested to forward a copy of 
these resolutions to each of our Senators and Representatives in Congress. 

Mr. GORMAN presented the petition of D. C. Gilman, president, and 
the professors and officers of the Johns Hopkins University of Balti- 
more, Maryland, praying Congress to pass an act providing for the ap- 
pointment of a commission of scientific men who shall have charge of 
the construction of the Naval Observatory in the District of Columbia; 
which was referred to the Committee on Naval Affairs. 

Mr. LAPHAM presented the petition of the Grand Lodge of Good 
Templars of New York, officially signed, representing 2,400 members, 
praying for the prohibition of the manufacture and sale of all alcoholic 
beverages in the District of Columbia; which was referred to the Com- 
mittee on the District of Columbia. 

Mr. BLAIR. I present the petition of N. Wayt and 26 citizens of 
Staunton, Virginia; the petition of I’. B. Eberhardt and 47 citizens of 
Ascension, Louisiana; the petition of Paul C. Lawton and 45 citizens 
of Darien, MeIntosh County, Georgia; the petition of Duke Davis and 
26 citizens of Wilmington, New Hanover County, North Carolina; the 
petition of A. W. Calvin and 59 citizens of Charlotte, Mecklenberg 
County, North Carolina; the petition of Alfred C. Davis and 46 citizens 
of Greensborough, Guilford County, North Carolina; the petition of B. 
TY. Washington and 41 other citizens of Alabama; the petition of Ama- 
rinthia Harrison and 45 other citizens of Alabama; the petition of Rus- 
sell J. Sparm and 21 citizens of Sumter, Sumter County, South Carolina; 
the petition of R. I. Greaves and 50 citizens of Hilton Head, Beaufort 
County, South Carolina: the petition of E. C, Edes and 34 citizens of 
Aiken, South Carolina; the petition of J. C. Price and 75 other citi- 
zens of Salisbury, Rowan County, North Carolina; the petition of Thomas 
(iray and 18 other citizens of Norfolk, Virginia; the petition of A. H. 
Irving and 43 other citizens of Charleston, West Virginia; the petition 
of William T. Rodenbach and 60 other citizens of Aiken, Sou¢h Caro- 
lina: the petition of A. R. Pletcher and &3 other citizens of Jackson- 
ville, Virginiat the petitionof A. If, Fantieroy and 58 other citizens of 
Ilampton, Elir:beth City County, Virginia; the petition of N. D. Haw- 
kins and 18 other citizens of Bedford County, Virginia; the petition of 
©. ©. Voorhees and 36 other citizens of Washington County, Virginia; 
the petition of Henry Crocket and 26 other citizens of Nelson County, 
Virginia; the petition of Charles Coffy and 42 other citizens of Nelson 
County, Virginia; the petition of Moses Blackstock and 36 other citi- 
vens of Lunenburgh County, Virginia; the petition of William Milli- 
ganand 19 other citizens of Woodbury, Gloucester County, New Jersey; 
the petition of J. HL. Washington and 105 other citizens of Malden, Ka- 
nawha County, West Virginia; and the petition of Governor George 
Sheldon, Chict-Justice Axtell, and 76 other citizens of Santa Fé, New 
Mexico, all of them praying for the passage of the bill pending in the 
Senate granting national aid to the common schools of the country, and 
praying for prompt and eflicient measures to avert the dangers result- 
ing from illiteracy, setting forth at considerable length the subject- 
matter to which allusion is made. These petitions all came to me in 
one package and | should have handed them to the Senators from the 
several States named so that they might present them but I was not 
aware that they were from so many States until I opened the package 
just now. I move that the petitions lie on the table. 

The motion was agreed to. 

Mr. SHERMAN presented a petition of workingmen, employés of the 
Union Iron Company, Mower and Washington Furnace, Ohio, praying 
that no lower rate of duties will be imposed on articles of foreign man- 
utreture than those recommended by the TariffCommission; which was 
ordered to lie on the table. 

Mr. INGALLS presented the memorial of citizens of Brown and Ron- 
dell Counties, in the Territory of Dakota, protesting against the pro- 
posed division of that Territory, and asking that it may be admitted 
into the Union as a State with its present boundaries; which was or- 
dered to lie on the table. 

Mr. ILALE presented the memorial of John N. Gardner and 28 other 
merchants, owners and masters of vessels, of Maine, protesting against 
a transfer of the United States Marine-Hospital Service, the revenue- 
cutter service, and the Life-Saving Service from the Treasury Depart- 
ment to the Navy Department; which was referred to the Committee 
on Commerce. 





the Committee on Military Affairs. 

Mr. MAHONE presented the following petitions of citizens of Vj, 
ginia, praying for national aid to common schools: which were ordered 
to lic on the table: - 

Petition of 8. C. Carter and 41 certain other citizens of Stauntoy 
Virginia, praying national aid to common schools. F 

The like petition of Charles Dillard and 18 certain other citizens 
Nansemond County, Virginia. 

The like petition of Henderson Lee and *6 certain other citize 
Prince Edward County, Virginia. 

The like petition of John D. Blackwell and 58 certain other citizens 
of Danville, Virginia. 

The like petition of Peter Spencer and 55 certain other citizens of 
Nelson County, Virginia. 

The like petition of C. L. Tyack and 33 certain other citizens of Dan- 
ville, Virginia. 

The like petition of A. H. H. Stewart and 61 certain other citizens o; 
Staunton, Virginia. 

The like petition of T. N. Brunnx and 22 certain other citizens o{ 
Hampton, Virginia. 

The like petition of John H. Robinson and 44 certain other citi- 
zens of Hampton, Virginia. 

The like petition of James Johnson and 22 certain other citizens of 
Southampton County, Virginia. 

The like petition of Isaac FE. Harrison, of Jacksonville, Virginia. 

The like petition of D. C. Kisers and 53 certain other citizens of 
Roanoke, Virginia. 

The like petition of A. J. Reynolds and 32 certain other citizens of 
Franklin, Virginia. 

The like petition of William Wood and 35 certain other citizens of 
Clarksville, Virginia. 

The like petition of James A. Dyson and 98 certain other citizens ot 
Birch Creck, Halifax County, Virginia. 

The like petition of David H. Evans and 54 certain other citizens of 
Lexington, Virginia. 

The like petition of E. W. White and 18 certain other citizens of 
Lexington, Virginia. 

The like petition of James H. Turner and 95 certain other citizens ot 
Salem, Roanoke County, Virginia. 

The like petition of Sally A. Carper and 108 certain other citizens of 
Salem, Roanoke County, Virginia. 

The like petition of Jordan Thompson and 21 certain other citizens 
of Suffolk, Virginia. 

The like petition of R. H. Tymes and 44 certain other citizens o1 
Nansemond County, Virginia. 

The like petition of Julia E. Gray and 33 certain other citizens ot 
Norfolk, Virginia. 

The Like petition of Richard Smith and 31 certain other citizens o! 
Lynchburgh. 

The like petition of John H. Fowlkes and 89 certain other citizens ot 
Nottoway County, Virginia. 

The like petition of R. O. Martin and 48 certain other citizens 0! 
Pittsylvania County, Virginia. 

The like petition of Benjamin Johnson and 30 certain other citizens 
of Alleghany County, Virginia. 

The like petition of Robert Doe and 43 certain other citizens ot 
Southampton County, Virginia. 

The like petition of W. B. Weaver and 22 certain other citizens o! 
Gloucester County, Virginia. 

The like petition of Winnifred S. Inge and 20 certain other citizens 
of Catawba, Halifax County, Virginia. 

The like petition of J. M. O’Brien and 41 certain other citizens o! 
Lynchburgh, Virginia. 

The like petition of John H. Carter and 40 certain other citizens ot 
Eastville, Northampton County, Virginia. 

The like petition of Rev. Benjamin Daniel and 58 certain other citi- 
zens of Virginia. 

Mr. VEST presented resolutions adopted by the Dillon Grange o! 
Phelps County, Missouri, in favor of creating the office of secretary o! 


wate als which were ordered to lie on the table. 
e 


Y ‘ 
DS oO] 


also presented a petition of members of the Kent County Sports- 

an’s Club, of Grand Rapids, Michigan, praying for the enactment of 

such laws as may be necessary to secure the enlargement of the Na- 
tional Yellowstone Park; which was ordered to lie on the table. 


REPORTS OF COMMITTEES. 


Mr. BLAIR. Bydirection of the Committee on Pensions I beg leave 
to report back the bill (H. R. 2877) for the relief of William M. Mere- 
dith without amendment. 

Mr. JACKSON. In behalf of the minority of the committee I sub- 
mit their views in that case. 

Mr. BLAIR. Iam directed by the Committee on Pensions, to whom 
was referred the bill (S. 2367) granting a pension to Fannie 8. Beau- 
ment, widow of Admiral Beaumont, to report it without amendment. 
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Mr. JACKSON. In that case I also present the views of the minority convict labor in public works, and that no person contracting with the United 


of the Committee on Pensions. States shall employ such labor in executing such contract 

The reports, with the views of the minority, were ordered to be The PRESIDENT pro tempor If there be no further *‘ concurrent o1 
printed. : , . nee , . other resolutions ’’—— 

Mr. VANCE, from the Committee on the District of Columbia, to Mr. HOAR. Before passing from the resolution which I just offered, 


whom the subject was referred, reported a bill (S. 2441) for the better | the chairman of the Committee on Education and Labor [Mr. BLAtr] 
security of persons and greater facility of transportation on street rail- | makes the very proper suggestion that the inquiry ought to be made 
roads within the District of Columbia; which was read twice by its title. | by that committee. I therefore ask unanimous consent to reconsider 
Mr. HILL. I am directed by the Committee on Post-Offices and | the adoption of the resolution and substitute ‘the Committee on Edu 
Post-Roads, to whom was referred the bill (H. R. 7327) to establish | cation and Labor’? tor ** the Committee on the Judiciary.”’ 
certain post-routes, to report it with amendments, and with the recom- The PRESIDENT pro fempore. Is there objection to the reconsidera 
mendation that it be passed. I have already given notice that I shall | tion? The Chair hears none, andthe motion to reconsideris agreed to 
ask to have the bill called up to-morrow morning, as it is important | The Senator from Massachusetts modifies the resolution so as to direct 
that certain of the routes should be in existence in time for the letting | the inquiry to be made by the Committee on Education and Labor. It 


of the spring contracts. + | there be no objection that modification is made, and the resolution as 
The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The bill will be placed on the Cal- | modified is agreed to. 
endar. M. P. JONES 
BILLS INTRODUCED. Mr. BLAIR. I move that the bill (S. 52) for the relief of M. P 


Mr. MAHONE asked and, by unanimous consent, obtained leave to | Jones, which was favorably reported by the Committee on Publie Lands 
introduce a bill (S. 2442) to remove the political disabilities of J. R. | one year ago to-day, be recommitted to the committee for further con 
Waddy, of Virginia; which was read twice by its title, and referred to | sideration, as there is new evidence in the cas 
the Committee on the Judiciary. The motion was agreed to 

Mr. PLUMB (by request) asked and, by unanimous consent, obtained 
leave to introduce a bill (S. 2443) to correct section 4 of the act entitled 
“An actto relieve certain soldiers of the late war from the charge of de- 
ertion,’’? approved August 7, 1882; which was read twice by its title. 

Mr. PLUMB. I desire to say, in offeringthe bill, that it designs to 
accomplish an object which I very much indorse. At the last session 
an act was passed for the relief of certain persons charged with deser- 
tion, but in its passage in the Senate it was so amended as to leave the ‘ that nV 
jaw precisely where it was before the act was passed. I call the special | eration. Is there objection? The Chair hears none 
attention of the Military Committee to the subject and to this bill, it Phe Senate, asin Committee of the Whole, resumed the consideration 
having been the subject of a great deal of discussion heretofore and | of the bill (I. R. 5538) to reduce internal-revenue taxation, the pend 
vreat and widespread interest. I move the reference of the bill to the | Ng question being on the amendment of Mr. Prvyt 
Committee on Military Affairs. Mr.“BECK. I desire to ask the Senator from Vermont this me rning 

The motion was agreed to, before we begin if he can tell us to what hour he expects us to sit to 

Mr. GORMAN (by request) asked and, by unanimous consent, ob- | Right, so that Senators may in advance make preparations to be her 
tained leave to introduce a bill (8. 2444) to amend an act entitled *‘An | and that we may not have any unseemly difficulty about adjourning 


INTERNAL-REVENUE AND TARIFE DUTIES 
The PRESIDENT pro tempore. If there be no further morning bus 
ness the morning hour is closed. 
Mr. MORRILL. I move that the revenue bill be taken up 
The PRESIDENT pro te mpore The Senator trom Vermont move 
that the Calendar be postponed. Is there objection? The Chair hear 
none. He also asks that the revenue bill be taken up now for consid 


act to incorporate the Mutual Fire Insurance Company of the District Mr. MORRILL. I expect that we shall sit till late in the evening 
of Columbia,”’ approved January 10, 1855; which was read twice by its | I can not tell what progress we may make, but I expect te ha late 
title, and referred to the Committee on the District of Columbia. | Session. 

Mr. SHERMAN asked and, by unanimous consent, obtained leave to | Mr. BECK. When the Senate adjourned last night T had yielded to 
introduce a bill (S. 2445) to amend section 2603 of the Revised Statutes | receive resolutions from the House L had risen to say a few words in 


regard to the suggestion of 40 per cent. ad valorem on sugar by the Sen 
ator from Maine, and to say that, in my opinion, the rate fixed by the 
committee was better for the producer than the ad valorem rate all 

Mr.GORMAN. At the request of the Senator from New Jersey [Mr. | through; and that the proposition made by the Senator from Maine is 
McPHERSON], who is necessarily absent from the Senate to-day, I ask | More in the interest of the refiners than the proposition of the commit 
leave to int: uce a joint resolution. tee; and I do not desire to vote in such a way as to give them any ad 

By unanimous consent, leave was granted to introduce a joint reso- | Vantage over the producer, if I am right in that. Idesired then t 


of the United States, fixing the boundary of the collection district of 
Sandusky; which was read twice by its title, and referred to the Com- 
mittee on Commerce. 


LO Say 
lution (S. R. 130) to amend the Constitution of the United States; which | @ few words in that regard, but I do not want todelay a vote now; and 
was read twice by its title, and referred to the Committee on the Judi- | While I intended last night to say something, Lrise this morning to yield 
ciary. | the floor and to say that I desire the vote to he taken without any fun 
Mr. MORRILL asked and, by unanimous consent, obtained leave | ther delay so far as I am concerned 


to introduce a joint resolution (8. R. 131) concerning the suspension of | The PRESIDENT pro fempore. “The question is on agree me to the 
the coinage of silver bullion; which was read twice by its title, and | «mendment of the Senator from Maine (Mr. Pryr] 
referred to the Committee on Finance. Mr. BECK. Let it be read 
The s tETAI It is proposed to strike out all atte 
WITHDRAWAL OF PAPERS. aan ACTING SECRETARY. It is proposed ter 
On motion of Mr. GEORGE. it was 92, down to and including line 914, and to insert 
Mr. GE by ’ #5 hl z aera aeaaes -s t ”" 
Ordered, That the draft of Thomas F. Meagher, used in evidence in the claim os ee ne en tea ante mba anaes ie re coh. fee scent od yee ae 
of Charles L. Dahler, referred to in Senate Report No. 924, be allowed to be with- | ; tod f intene } Pate “th “ , i + gee a = iI = “d A paid | 
drawn by the claimant or his attorney, the Secretary keeping copy of the same, | PUPOrCe trom foreign countries, Chere shall be levied, collected, ane pal 
’ s 7% . ’ 5 ’ . * | following duties and rates of duties, that is to say : On all melada, concentrated 
SUGAR IMPORTATIONS. melada, sirup of sugar-cane juice, tank-bottoms, concentrated molasses tb 
. . y ° . . F . : all sugars, 40 rcent. ad valorem ;: on molasses, 25 per cent. ad valorem: IP’ 
Mr. SHERMAN. I submit the following resolution, and ask for its vided. That ths Gemmetany of th Ire Pere shall bye Soaiedien prescril ned re 
present consideration: quire that samples from packages of molasses, melada, concentrated elada 
Resolved, That the Secretary of the Treasury is hereby directed to inform the | sirup ot sugar-cane juic , tank-boitoms, and cones wees d molasses shall be t ; 
Senate ; , 3 »y the proper officers in such manner as to ascertain the true value of such 


First, Theaverage saccharine strength of sugar imported into the United States | and that samples of sugars shall be taken by said officers in such manne s to 


: : \ - ascertai ‘true r ame alue of such sugars 
during the fiscal year ending July 1, 1882, and below No.7 Dutch standardastested | “certain the true color and valu 4 xrewlgee ope ; haa ' 
by the polariscope. rhe provisions of this section shall take effect on the pas re of th an 


2 . : ew * duties there ovided for shall 1 sliected on all such woods hie nay 
Second. The same information as to sugar of No. 13 Dutch standard = d a ‘ cw aprh ache if » berg a he collected on alt such g y ¢ the duties 
Third. The average saccharine strength of all such sugars below No.13 Dutch | © 1) She public stores or bonded warehorses jipadistalinons 


standard now in pose d thereupon by law 
Fourth. What degree of saccharine strength in sugar should be established as 


I ] ! t t tor tre \ ak tre 
the lowest grade for the assessment of duties. Mr. MORG \N Phe amendnn wise xv from Main RU 
Fifth, What fraction of a cent of duty should be added for each degree of sa: duces on very important provision, whic h is that it gives the Seer 
charine strength to maintain as nearas may be the same relative ad valorem rate | tary of the Treasury the richt to resort to the Duteh standard or to th 
on the different grades of sugar up to and including No. ]3 Duteh standard ae . . ; : 
The & : polariscope, or to the invoices that are protected now by oaths and 
P ie Senate, by unanimous consent, proceeded to consider the resolu- other provisions of statutory requirement, or to any other means by 
.* tat . " — ' oa which the actual value of 1 sugar which m be imp oad 11 bye 
Mr. SHERMAN. We have no official statement of the Treasury | g.eertained 
a in regard to these matters, about which we had a dispute I have been ich instructed by the debate on this question; no 
ste y : é ; 
aeeceuay. that I was before the debate occurred at all proficient in the intricat 


The resolution was agreed to. matters which have been presented in it, but it has been so clear and 
) ’ 


CONVICT LABOR ON PUBLIC WORKS. so full that we all, I thin! iust have derived a great deal of informa 
. . . . . : Lame Min 2 thao ey there ian remarkahled “ai 
Mr. HOAR submitted the following resolution; which was considered | tion from it At th CATE CHICEC 180 FORM ble diver 
by unanimous consent and agreed to: among gentlemen on th ior, and especially among the member 
» anamenit » in reenect of the amount of nrotecti hat will he 
Resolved, That the Committee on the Judiciary be instructed to inquire into the committee, int ~P the amount of prot chon that vill 
the expediency of providing by law that the United Statesshall not employ any | by the three proposed arrangements—one of the Tariff Commi 
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other of the bill as amended by the Committee on Finance, and the 
other the proposition offered by the Senator from Maine. 

Gentlemen who profess to have very great experience in this matter 
have come to quite various conclusions as to the ad valorem rate of duty 
that would be imposed under these three different systems; also as to 
the amount of revenue that will be derived, and also as to the price of 
the article after it shall have been produced as refined. 

i must say that L have been more instructed, and I think more com- 
pletely instructed, by the opinions expressed by the Senator from Rhode 
Island { Mr. ALDRICH] than by any of the honorable Senators who have 
discussed this question, and I dare say that in his past experience he 
must have had the advantage of personal contact with and observation 
of the different questions that he has discussed here, and upon which 
he has informed us so clearly and so definitely. When Iam compelled 
to select between the opinions of gentlemen, all of whom I know to be 
sincere and able, | must take the opinions of those who are the best in- 
formed, who have had the best opportunities of making accurate state- 
ments upon questions of this kind. 

I shall therefore assume in what I have to say that the propositions 
of the Senator from Rhode Island are more nearly correct than those of 
any other Senator as to the amount of ad valorem duty in the several 
classifications that will be realized on the importation of sugar. While 
1 do not concur with him in his project to make a discrimination com- 
mencing with No. 13 Dutch standard and discriminating above and 
below that for the purpose he seems to have of giving a special protec- 
tion to the refining industry, still I concur with him that the rate which 
is presented in the amendment of the Senator from Maine will be a 
lower rate, taking it ad valorem on the whole mass of sugars used in 
this country, than any other rate that has been proposed. 

It may be considered strange thata Southern man should want a lower 
rate upon sugars, but I hold to the doctrine that the first class to be 
Jooked at in this country in reference to an article of prime necessity 
that enters into the consumption of every household in this land is the 
great consuming class of the country. While we are legislating to raise 
revenue and have an abundance of subjects out of which we can@aise 
revenue, When we can raise revenue apparently without injustice to the 
prosperity of any set of people or any industry in this land upon such a 
vast number of articles, it seems to me to be our duty when we make 
discriminations to take into consideration first of all those people who 
have the largest necessity for the consumption of the article that is to 
be taxed. I would do that in reference to salt, sugar, or any other 
article of universal necessity through the country. 

It was once thought that sugar was an article of luxury merely. We 
now know that it is a luxury to the poor as wellasanecessity. Tothe 
rich it is a necessity, and it has almost ceased to be a luxury. It isan 
article of universal consumption, one in which every family in this land 
is interested. We have in round numbers 50,000,000 people, according 
to the last census, and in reund numbers we raise $50,000,000 revenue 
on this item of taxation. That isa dollar per capita, That isan enor- 
mous tax upon any article of domestic consumption, and it is particu- 
larly burdensome and heavy when we find that it is on an article that 
is so very attractive to the poor as well as the rich, and more so to 
those who labor and those who are poor than to those who enjoy other 
kindred or greater luxuries. A dollar per capita tax is too much upon 
this article. The number of 50,000,000 peopie includes all the Indians 
and Esquimaux we have in Alaska, all the Indians in the Western 
country, the frontiersmen, and the negro population of the country. It 
includes very many thousands and hundreds of thousands of people 
who, if they use sugar at all, are compelled by their poverty to use it 
very sparingly. So that when we come to bring down the per capita 
tax to the persons who actually use sugar as an article of daily con- 
sumption I suppose we might strike off a fourth ofthe number. Then 
we should increase the burden of the tax per capita to $1.25. The 
ordinary laboring man, with a family of ten persons, his wife and him- 
self and eight children, can not afford to pay that as a duty to the 
Government of the United States upon his sugar any more than he can 
upon his salt or upon his flour or upon any other article of necessary 
consumption, In the very nature of things it is too heavy, and there 
ought to be no favors shown to any industry in this country, wherever 
it may be located, whatever may be the peculiarities of its demands 
upon public consideration, which would sustain that industry in claim- 
ing for itself protection by laying such an enormous burden upon all 
classes of this country. 

Therefore, sir, I am in favor of its reduction; and while I do not repre- 
sent any distinctly sugar-producing interest, my own State does pro- 
duce largely of sirups of very fine quality; and in some portions they 
produce sugar, all that they need for consumption. They are self-sus- 
taining in the southern part of Alabama on the subject of sugar pro- 
duction and the production of an excellent article of sirup. 

Iam prepared, although it is a small concession, to yield a part of our 
interest in protection to the people of the United States in deference to a 
right which I consider that they have undera constitutional construction 
ofour tariff laws to enjoy the benefit of competition with other countries. 
A tariff that raises revenue must be a tariff, according to the Constitu- 
tion, that invites the importation of goods. A tariff that prohibits isa 
tariff that destroys revenue. It is no longer a tariff, but a mere prohibi- 








tion. Therefore, sir, I think that the great laboring classesof this coy, 
are entitled to the benefit, tosome extent, of the reduction of prices t 
shall be produced on sugar in consequence of the competition with 

eign countries inits production. It isa just, fair, and equitable 
and for one I am not disposed to abandon it. 

I believe that a 40 per cent. ad valorem tax upon sugars of all kinds 
and qualities would yield to us more revenue than we now have: | ig 
lieve that it would be more faithfully collected; I believe that it would 
break down a controversy which seems to exist here between a hon 
production and a home manufacture, something that ought not to « 
cur if we can avoid it. 4 

I have no doubt that a 40 per cent. ad valorem tax would reduce the 
prices, but Iam not convinced that it reduces them sufliciently, | 
think a 35 per cent. ad valorem tax would yield a better revenue ang 
reduce the prices, equalize the burdens of taxation upon all classes of 
our country, and is after all a better standard of ad valorem tax thy» 
40 per cent., and I shall therefore move it at a proper time. 

Mr. GEORGE. Will the Senator from Alabama allow me? [ yy 
derstand the amendment offered by the committee, as explained by thy. 
Senator from Ohio, when reduced to an ad valorem, is 32 per cent. 

Mr. MORGAN. That is a conjecture of the Senator from Ohio, | 
find a difference between him and the Senator from Rhode Island, and 
also between him and the Senator from Vermont. We have no cer- 
tainty about it. I stated at the outset of my remarks that so far as | 
am personally concerned I place more reliance on the figures presented 
by the Senator from Rhode Island [Mr. ALDRICH] than by any othe: 
gentleman, because I thought he had a better understanding of the sul) 
ject and had treated it more critically than any other. 

Suppose, sir, that the suggestion of the Senator from Ohio to which 
the Senator from Mississippi has called my attention should be correct. 
and that the general average of the ad valorem tax under his method of 
taxation should be as low as 32 per cent., there are still difficulties in this 
matter to be arranged; there are still controversies to be settled. There 
is a fierce debate going on here now in regard to a controversy between 
the refiners and producers on this question. I regret very much to say 
that letters have been read in the Senate of the United States from one 
of the commission, who is also a Southern man, which I will not again 
read, for it is not pleasant reading to me at all, which show a distinct 
combination between the producers of sugar in Louisiana, the Sngar 
Planters’ Association, and the manufacturers of glucose at the North 
for the purpose of adulterating this article and forcing upon the market 
a fraud, whereby glucose would be protected as much as sugar is and 
sugar as much as glucose is, and by this adulteration allow sugar that 
is low in grade and dirty, and the impurities in it, to be varnished up 
and coated until it shall have the appearance of being a refined sugar 
The sugar-makers of Louisiana, by manipulating their sugars, may de- 
rive for their sugars which have in fact a lower grade of saccharine 
strength, or are a lower grade because of the mixtures with impure ma- 
terials, the advantage of the high grade of taxation imposed by the 
amendment of the Finance Committee above No. 13 Dutch standard in 
color. 

Mr. JONAS. Will the Senator permit me to interrupt him ? 

Mr. MORGAN. Yes, sir. 

Mr. JONAS. I desire to know how the Senator from Alabama can 
hold the planters of Louisiana responsible for any statements made hy 
Mr. Kenner or any other member of the Tariff Commission in his co1 
respondence. There is nothing in the letter of Mr. Kenner heretoiore 
read here and to which the Senator refers in which he in any way com- 
mits the sugar-planters of Louisiana, or shows that he had any author- 
ity to represent them or their interests. I deny that they entered into 
any combination whatsoever; I deny that Mr. Kenner made any such 
bargain for them, or that he was authorized to make any. 

Now, Mr. President, I am not responsible for Mr. Kenner. As 1s 
well known here, I voted against the creation of the Tariff Commission 
and opposed it at every step. I am not responsible for the creation of 
that commission or for the action of any man upon it. I am aware 
that a letter has been put in evidence here written by Mr. Kenner to 
the Sugar-Planters’ Association, asking them to furnish means and as- 
sistance to send an able representative to speak for the planters of Louisi- 
ana before the Tariff Commission. He advised the raising of sufficient 
money to defray the expenses of one of these planters to appear as 
witness before the Tariff Commission to testify in behalf of the sugar 
producing interest, which Mr. Kenner and the other members of the 
Tariff Commission were bound to hear as well as all the other productive 
interests of the country. The sum raised was $325 for the sole purpose 
of paying the expenses of Mr. Dymond, who was the witness who ap- 
peared before the commission. a 

I am aware and every other Senator is aware that the Tariff Com- 
mission did not limit themselves to the purposes for which they were 
created. They seem to have acted in the interest of particular manu- 
facturing or producing interests with which they were connected. 
am unable tosee that Mr. Kenner did soany more than any other mem- 
ber of the commission. We have had a statement that Mr. Hayes has 
remained in Washington and had appeared before the Committee 0! 

fays and Means urging the increase of duties on wools and woolen 
goods, which he himself is interested in. We have had Mr. Oliver, 0! 
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pe nnsvivania, before the Finance Committee of the Senate expla 
the steel and iron schedule and urging an increase in var tures 
of that schedule or at least the maintenance of the rates proposed by the 
Tarift Commission. I suppose Mr. Kenner did the same thing. [sup 
wse Mr. Kenner looked out for the interest in which he was engaged; 
put I deny that Mr. Kenner made any bargain at all to bind the sugar- 
planters of Louisiana. I deny that he has ever asserted that he | 
the authority todo so. I deny that he had any authority to do so. 

Mr. MORGAN. Mr. President, it was not my purpose to arraign 
the sugar-planters of Louisiana; to hold them responsible for what Mr. 
Kenner had said or done. I did not intend to enter into that branch 
of the subject. At the sume time I never have doubted, and I have not 
any doubt yet, that he was in effect their representative. He was put 
upon the comission to represent a special industry—sugar. He did 
represent it in a very remarkable and peculiar way. He wrote letters 
to different persons of influence whom he thought might be able to con- 
trol the action of certain other persons upon this question and he made | 
adistinet proposition to the glucose manufacturers to assist them in 
the adulteration of this article by uniting with them to put onaheavy 
tax upon the high grades of sugar to color up the low grades ot Louisi- 
ana sugar by glucose. I am glad that the honorable Senator from Lou- 
isiana has the authority to deny on the part of the Louisiana planters 
any participation on their part in the knowledge of this proceeding. 
At the same time the course pursued here carries out’ Kenner’s recom- 
mendation, and it is that course which I assail and the evil effects that 
it will produce as they are disclosed in the very project that Mr. Ken- | 
ner formed, this powerful combination, for it was nothing else—— 

Mr. JONAS. LI willsay tomy friend that the sugar-planters of Louisi- 
ana manufacture raw material, what is sold in the markets. Ifit is 
purchased and used by manutacturers or refiners, that is a matter be- 
yond theircontrol. They are not engaged inthe manufacture of glucose; 
they produce a raw material which has its own market value aceording 
to its grade and its saccharine strength. 
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Mr. MORGAN. Will the Senator from Louisiana say to the Senate 
that the sugar-producers of Louisiana do not use glucose in coloring up 
their sugars so as to give them a higher and brighter color’ 

Mr. JONAS. I do say it. 

Mr. MORGAN. You deny it on their behalf? 

Mr. JONAS. I do. 

Mr. MORGAN. Then the Senator ts at issue with the gentleman in 
New York from whom I will read presently and who has been for thirty 
years in the business of sugar-refining, and who charges it on them di 
rectly. Mr. Fullersays, in his speech recently made in New York, that 

The high duty on raw sugars encourages adulteration by the use of glee 
Under the present duty raw sugars are worth from 6) to 7) cents per pound. In 
the West, where it is chiefly made, glucose is worth but from 3 to 5 cents per 
pound, It can be mixed with all soft sugars, such aus are largely sold in the 
West, to the extent of 10 to 25 per cent. without being detected, except by the 
most accurate chemical analysis. Indeed, glucose improves the appearance of 


yellow sugar, and, so far from being detected by the pola test, tends to 
increase the apparent percentage of sweet in the saniples submitted to such test 
Glucose may not be a poison itself, but the person who buys sugar does not «ke 
sire to pay full price for an article having from one-fifth to one-tenth of the 
charine substance which pure sugar coitains. hat this article is being used ex 
tensively to adulterate sugar in the West is proved by the lirge number of 
cose factories which have been built there during the pastsix years. So long as 
the prices of raw sugars can be maintained at 6) to7! cents per pound, the mak- 
ing of glucose at from 3 to 5 cents per pound to adulterate them will be a valu- 
able business. The Planters’ Association, whose profits are in high sugars, and 
the glucose manufacturers, whose gains are in adulteration, can * 
sues,”’ and labor together to prevent a low tariff and low sugars 
of the raw sugar more nearly approximate the cost of glucose, adulteration will 
decrease, and the people will not only get better but cheaper sugars 
be brought about by a lower duty on raw sugars 

Mr. JONAS. They are sugar-planters, not refiner 

Mr. MORGAN. Are there sugar-retiners in Louisiana 

Mr. JONAS. ‘There are. 

Mr. MORGAN. Very good. Now, inasmuch the Senator has 
taken issue with me in regard to Mr. Kenner’s conduct. and the respon 
sibility of the sugar-planters for it 

Mr. JONAS. The Senator will understand me, I am not defending 
Mr. Kenner. But Mr. Kenner was not representing the sugar-planters 
of Louisiana, at least not in any official capacity 

Mr. MORGAN. ‘That is the truth of it. The Senator is in sucha 
condition that to defend the interest which he represents on this floor 
he is obliged to condemn the man who, acting as a judge, was trying to 
benefit it by a combination with men to adulterate the sugar. I regret 
that any man from the South has ever been put in a position of that 
kind; but it is one of the proofs of the evils which must follow trom 
giving the opportunity that is furnished to men to make combinations 
of this kind to enrich themselves at the expense of the country. What 
Senator here feels safe in legislating in such a way as to open the door 
of fraud to men, whether they are good or whether they are bad, who 
may enrich themselves by availing themselves of such advantages? 

Iam speaking of the principle of our legislation and of the frauds that 
may be produced by it. I cite this instance to show that a combina- 
tion was effected by a man who was on the commission as a judge, hon- 
ored with the confidence of the American people and of the Senate of the 
United States by a confirmation here, and who, when he got into his 
place, had so little respect for himself or his country as to engage in mak- 
ing a direct proposition for the adulteration of an article of food that 
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little children and sick people must live upon. Sit he had poured 
poison into the wat 1 t thev drink, tl act coulda s rm v have been 
less defensible 

Referring to our sh i - t rst iN < will M tain 

rhis letter was written Mr. Ke toa m wturer at bulla 
New York 
I beg to address ye id 1 ys vy mv \ \ i“ iithink vou wi 
respond to in full rhe idet \ ter - “W t ness in which you 
are engaged and the sugar res La slat tat tl ur 
entto any one without some t ight and re i ©@ « eter of the 
two industries. [think I can show you clearly that there " ‘ t \ 
tion; that your interest is our interest and that our terest Is ye it eer 
tainly to your interest that the prejudice w ie fa i 
many persons as to the character of your manufacture ticle sh d re 
moved. Many think that the article is itself impure ide unhealthy by the 
use of chemicals 

In that case I dare say the many are right 
Many think and assert that it is only called sugar in ‘ Any reco non 
the part of the sugar interest of the country as to the va iy ingere 
dients used by you must remove in great measure this pre 1 

‘Sugar in name.’’ What does the polariscope say about it, this deli 

cate instrument of science which throws the polarized light to the right 


and to the lett according as whether the water through which it passes 


| isintermixed withthe actual saccharine matter of sugar-cane or whethet 
it is intermixed with some chemical production What does the polar 
iscope say about it? The polariscope detects the fraud and throws 
the light on the wrong side, but it does it only in the hands of the most 


scientific operator. The polariscope fails in the hands ot 


| man, even though he may be called an expert, to disclose this thin 


So the merchants of New York say; 
about it. Mr. Kenner proceeds: 


and men of 


experien tv tihh 








Many think that the article is itself impure and made unhealthy by t! i 
chemical Many think and assert that it is only called sugar in na Any 
recognition on th of thes ir interest of the country as to the va i 
healthy ingredi i} vou must remove in great measure this pre 
Phe mere tact of our mention ryour erest in publie as identical with « 
creates a prestig I 

his will not he true hereafter when glucose is mentioned in connection 
with the Tarith Com ion and with this honorable jud who thinks 
that he ean cast such a lo of reputation around glucose as an icle 
t be sub l tor Chat recommendation will no longer 
Se eteiin tie alii, ; ose men or to the men who tocol 
ur al \ Int I ral t +} t] ! ; ‘ 

rel tinn 

Yo t) " | 
vou 

It occurred to me t t was a hurme | 1 
acid of irony in it t made the fraud pa | t 
la mpted to by perp 

Mr. Kenner pre a 

If l understood vou ar t our Conve tion, you said that seven-« hths of 
the liquid made by vou Was used MMpProvillky Molasses Of course in that mt 
you are making a cheaper art e than we can do Any mixture of the kind 
must increase the value of w t ve make If the basis of the mixture is high 
in price the ingredients added by you must also be high in pr. Any legisla 
tion, therefore, which improves the value of our 


product must necessarily re 
! ' 








dound to your benefit If our arti is worth 5 cents a pound, or 60 cents a gi 
lon, and your article is added thereto, it brings all that you put in it to the same 
point of value, If, on the contrary, our article should be worth only 2) cents a 
pound, or 50 cents a gallon, your article added to the same would only be worth 
one-half what it would be ifadded to a (cent gallon basis Phis you can readily 
understand Pherefore it is clearly your interest that our article should bring 
a remiuncvative price 

There was a distinct proposition for a combination between two of 


the producing interests of this country for the purpose of defrauding 


the entire community. That is the fact about it. There is no white 
washing or getting over that proposition—a distinct overture on the 
part of one of these commissioners, representing the sugar indu to 
defraud the whole country by raising glucose in copartnership and in 
companionship with sugar to any rate of taxation that the sucar terest 
might demand 

Now, sir, am I to be held here as aSouthern mun tothe duty ot ting 
a high rate of taxation upon sugar to protect a Southern industi hen 
I know and it is avowed that one of the very objects of that protection 
is to raise the price of this inferion article, « fin Be > cont L pound 
less than the other? Senators can take their own co out tl I 
shall not do it I dislike to detain the Sent 

Mr. BECK Will the Senator fre \] } ‘ iy by 
Which adulteration can be prevented 

Mr. MORGAN. I will state to the Senator from Kentucky that J 
prepared with all the care L was able an amendment to this bill for the 
purpose of punishing the intermixture of sugar and glucose and putting 
it upon the market under a fictitious color Phere is doubt about the 
power of Congress to do it or protect the country against any other adul 
teration of food or med ne I know that we have one precedent that 


of produc ing a higher « 


That, hows ver, seems to | 


upon Whisky before the tax is 


doubted in refere to the 


paid upon it 


ee propriety of its 


enactment by the Congress of the United States, While 1] believe that 
we have got that power, some of the ablest jurists in this body differ 
with me about it. I have had the honor to conter with the Senator 
from Vermont [Mr. EnpmuNps], the Senator from Arkansas [Mr. Gat 
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LAND], and the Senator from Delaware [Mr. BAyARD], all of whom 
are members of the Judiciary Committee, and they expressed so much 
doubt about it that I was afraid to venture to bring forward the propo- 
sition 


Mr. BECK | thought that on the question of oleomargarine the | 


power existed in Congress to require the producers to brand and tell | 


what it was and not sell it for butter; antl why may we not require 

the branding of sugar so as to prevent people from being imposed upon 

by buying one thing when they supposed they were buying another’? 
Mr. MORGAN. We have not enacted such a law. 


mittee. 

Mr. MORGAN. I think we have not as yet enacted a law to compel 
even the labeling of oleomargarine. The subject is in doubt. But on 
the other proposition there can be no doubt that if it is beyond the 
reach of our power to punish men for this adulteration, it is not beyond 
our reach and it isnot beyond our duty to prevent the glucose men hav- 
ing the opportunity of riding the tariff up to the highest mark of pro- 
tection above No. 13 Dutch standard, so as to derive the benefit, by means 
of a teraud, which we undertake to give to honest producersof sorghum 
and of cane-sugar and of beet-sugar in this country. 

Chere is another letter with which the Senate is familiar, but I will 
refer to it for a moment. 

LonG Brancn, N. J., August 10, 1882 

Dean Str: Our friend has arrived and is busily engeged under my direction 
in seeing eertain parties in New York and preparing certain combinations in 
ense of necessity. He will be of the greatest possible service in all these matters, 
I regret yery much that you have succeeded so slightly in providing the sinews 
of war, I beg you will see all the parties and say to them that if his stay here 
terminates before the object is accomplished it will be a cause of regret to usall. 

There are certain things which TL ean’t look after, Circumstances forbid me 
ostensibly appearing in the matter atall, Consequently without some such as- 
sistance 1 lose half my efficiency and chance of success, I beg you will see all of 
them again and urgently insist on the amount appropriated so far being in- 
creased, Use this letter with discretion, but do not hesitate toshow it toany one 
who is equally interested in our success 

ours, truly 


DUNCAN F, KENNER. 
Mr. MAXEY. Will the Senator from Alabama permit me to inter- 


| 


| there is the opportunity for fraud, there is the opportunity for }yi« 
Mr. BECK. I think it passed the House and was before our com- | | = 
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that it is made out of scraps of leather brought into the country for sy. 
purposes—then the question of its being a dangerous article or a ‘+ - 
comes one of serious debate. Nogentleman on this floor cay claim va 
it is not, any more than I can claim that it is upon scientific tention ere 
but [ venture the assertion that the powers of this Government ir); 
possesses such powers, will be brought into heavy requisition wit} i 
short time to protect the people of this country against the adult 
tions of food and beer by glucose. ; ene 

Enough for that, sir. There is the opportunity for adultery; n 
ing up molasses and brightening up sugar so as to raise them here \. 
13 Dutch standard, and no Senator here I think will say that the»... 
iscope itself even is an infallible test of the presence of ia 
or molasses, 

But, Mr. President, I rose for a ditlerent purpose to that: [ y. 
thank the Senator from Maine [Mr. FRYE] forthe fair, manly. anc), 


bbl] 


f lucose jn spo» 


| way, and the able manner also, in which he vindicated vesterday 


doctrine of an ad valorem rate of duties in this country as bein, t! 
proper doctrine upon which to base taxation. That doctrine ha },. 
assailed time and again, but never with success, It is the frires; 
it is the safest, itis the truest, itis the most unvarying to legitim| 
dustry, and through a series of fifty or one hundred years it ey) }o : 
lowed with absolute safety and with an approximation to justic 


} 


ps 


iS ne 


| aS any tax ever was or perhaps ever will be. 


The tariff of 1846, which was drawn by that eminent statesy,. 
financier, Robert J. Walker, and who by his almost unaided exert), 
started it, moved the minds of the country to a recognition of the iy) 
of every proposition that he advanced, is all contained in a \: 
statute; and, sir, it is the triumph of taxation under the tariff poy ors , 
the Government of the United States. Noman will everimpioye 
it, and none will ever break it down, because it contains the cor 
doctrine. Here it is: 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United s 
America in Congress assembled, That from and after the first day of Dec 


| next, in lieu of the duties heretofore imposed by law on the articles | 


rupt hima moment? While I goas faras any mortal man in condemn- | 


ing the course of Mr. Kenner, I ask the Senator if a careful examination 
of the scheme of the Tariff Commission does not show that every other 
of these special industries was guarded just about as closely as Mr. 
Kenner guarded that? It was practically a ‘‘ pooling of issues*’ by the 
men who represented special industries. 

Mr. MORGAN. That is very true, and for that reason | can not give 
any confidence to the opinion of the Tariff Commission. I have no 
confidence in their judgment or their recommendations. They have 
made no impression on me except to cause me to look more narrowly 
into what they recommend. 

Mr. MAXEY. I will only say the other members of the commission 
held the same hand that Mr. Kenner held. 

Mr. MORGAN, As to glucose being a deleterious article of food I 
am not prepared to say. I do not claim to be a scientific man, and do 
not ask the Senate of the United States to attach the slightest impor- 
tance to an opinion I should express on thisquestion; but Ido say that 
among learned men as well as among the commonalty, among profes- 
sional men as well as among the laity, the opinion does prevail, and 
very extensively prevail, that glucose is a dangerous article of food. I 


have had eminent physicians tell me so; [have consulted their books of 


medical practice and they are wary of it as an article of food. They 
would like to see it discouraged; they bring many complaints against 
it. They may be true or not; but glucose in this country is largely 
made of corn, potatoes, and starch treated with sulphuric acid. 

Mr. PLUMB. I think that the Senator from Alabama is certainly 
mistaken as to the weight of medical testimony being of the kind he 
states it to be. Ll certainly am otherwise informed. | understand that 
the very best medical authority is to the effect that gli-ose in any pos- 
sible use that could be made of it is entirely harmless. 

Mr. MORGAN. I was not giving the weight of medical authority; 
I was merely stating an opinion that prevails largely in medical circles 
as well as in other circles, that glucose is a dangerous article of food ac- 
cording to its process of manufacture here—that is to say, of sulphuric 





acid, starch, potatees, and corn. Whether it isor not Iam not prepared | 


to say, 


Why does Mr. Kenner tell this large manufacturer in Buffalo that bis | 


article is under suspicion, and in order to get it out of the range of sus- 
picion he must attach it to sugar? Sugar can carry him whether he 
can carry himself or not. 

But, Mr. President, J speak now without reference to its being an 
adulterated article of food, dangerous to the young and the infirm. I 
speak only in reference to the cheapness of its production, that it is not 
® natural product. It is a chemical product, produced by chemical 
agencies cntirely, It is said that honey is made of glucose largely, and 
I have no doubt of it; but in the process of extraction it would be a 
comparatively harmless article. It is made of grapes and other ripe 
fruits, and in that form and made of such substances no doubt it is not 
deleterious; but when you widen out the chemical production and make 
it of substances of various kinds—and a learned physician has told me 


| mentioned, and on such as may now be exempt from duty, there shal! by 


collected, and paid, on the goods, wares, and merchandise herein enw) 
and provided for, imported from foreign countries, the following rates ot 
that is to say: 

On goods, wares, and merchandise mentioned in Schedule A, a duty of 
cent, ad valorem. 

On goods, wares, and merchandise mentioned in Schedule B, a duty « 
cent, ad valorem. . 

On goods, wares, and merchandise mentioned in Schedule C, a duty 
cent, ad valorem, 

On goods, wares, and merchandise mentioned in Schedule D, a duty of 25 
cent. ad valorem. 

On goods, wares, and merchandise mentioned in Schedule EF, a duty of 2); 
cent. ad valorem. 

On goods, wares, and merchandise mentioned in Schedule F, a duty of 15 per 
cent, ad valorem. 

On goods, wares, and merchandise mentioned in Schedule G, a duty of 19) 
cent, ad valorem. 

On goods, wares, and merchandise mentioned in Schedule H, a duty of 5; 
cent. ad valorem. 


That is the whole of it except the machinery of collection. What 
have you got to do under a tariff of that kind? Nothing but to a 
range the articles in schedules, to determine as we determine here in 
every case what is the proper ad valorem duty. There has not been 
controversy in the Senate during this long debate upon this bill in 
which the question has not been asked, and asked frequently, what is 
the ad valorem rate of duty upon this article that you propose to tax’ 
The question is always made and always answered by Senators o/ al! 
shades of opinion, while the Senate have been fixing specific rates 0: 
duty, when they wanted to know the amount of burden that it pur 
upon the country, the amount of revenue that it would yield, tl: 
comparative justice or injustice, equality or inequality of any and every 
article which has been under debate in this bill, the Senate its !! 
thus paying homage to this principle by the continual inquiry which 
is pressed upon the attention of the body. All through the debate th 


| question is asked, what is the ad valorem duty upon this article’ 


That, sir, I repeat is the only scientific tariff that was ever enacte! 
in the United States; and when you depart from it, it makes no diff: 
ence in how great or how slight a degree, you so far depart from th) 
true science of American taxation under our Constitution. 

Now, sir, I intend to read something from Robert J. Walker in ¢ 
fense of his own plan. It is not usual that an American Senator « 
rise in his place and say with perfect confidence that he would tah: 
post factum argument of the author of a bill in favor of its working- 
and in favor of its principles without question of its being true, tu: 
just, proper; but this man was an American statesman, and the old: 
this country grows and the wiser its statesmen become in experience, 
the more the name of Robert J. Walker will stand in the very firs! 
rank of men of eminent ability as the man who first and really best un 
derstood the proper financial system of this Government in connect!) 
with tariff taxation. I ask the secretary to read parts of this letter 0! 
Robert J. Walker which I have marked in the document before nv 
This letter was written on the 30th of November, 1867, after the coun- 
try had passed through a distressing and devastating war, after it had 
been compelled to change its system of tariff taxation to conform 
revenue to the exigencies of that war; and while this new system Was |"! 
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fall foree, and while it was contributing a large amount of money to the 
payment of our national debt, and while it seemed tobe an object which 
vas indispensable in the legis!ation of this country, Mr. Walker wrote 
this letter in which he vindicated, as I think, completely all that he 
had said about this principle. 
The Acting Secretary read as follows: 


A tariff for revenue, as experience has shown, instead of depressing improves 
all industrial pursuits, including manufactures, and vastly augments the wealth 
of the country. Under the tariff of 1846, as shown by the census, our wealth in- 
creased from 1850 to 1860, 126.45 per cent.; whereas from 1840 to 10 the increase 
was only 64 per cent.; from 1830 to 1840, 42 per cent., and from 1820 to 1850, 41 per 
cent. So, also, from 180 to 1860 our agricultural products increased 95 per cent., 
and our manufactures 87 per cent., being in both cases nearly double any pre- 
ceding ratio of increase. So, also, our exporis, imports, and revenue nearly 
tripled in the same period of time, and our domestic trade rose nearly in the same 
ratio. This augmented ratio is not the result of increase of population, which 
from 1850 to 1860 was less than 36 per cent. The Irish famine was supposed by 
my opponents to account for the increase the first year, although the decreased 
price paid abroad that year for our cotton nearly equaled the additional sum 
paid by England for our breadstuffs and provisions. But the next year and the 
next, before any gold had reached here from California, our exports and reve- 
nues went on augmenting in a corresponding ratio, rising in eight years from 
$22,000,000 under the tariff of 1842 to $64,000,000 under the tariff of 1846, But if it 
were true that we could thus wonderfully prosper under a revenue tariff after 
the gold discoveries, why not continue the system? These discoveries, how- 
ever, produced no effect whatever until after the fiscal year ending on the oth 
June, 1849. 

The truth is, however, after that date these wonderful results as to imports, 
exports, and revenue, must be attributed in a very slight degree to these gold 
discoveries, for the following reasons: First, the rate of increase during the first 
three years of the operation of the tariff of 1816 down to the 30th of June, 1549, 
before any of this gold had reacned here, was greater than the rate of increase 
at any succeeding period. ‘The reason of this greater ratio of increase from 1546 
to 1849 was that when the shackles of our commerce and industry, including 
the immense indirect taxation imposed by the tariff of 1842, were suddenly re 
moved by the reduced tariff of 1546, the country sprung forward at a bound uw 
precedented in the history of the world; second, the great political economists 
of Europe have published, at various periods, and especially in 1863, authentic 
tables, giving the exact facts, from the prices current of all articles throughout 
the world, during the several years since the gold discoveries 


Mr. MORGAN. Reading further from the same letter, Mr. Walket 
says: 
There is another insuperable objection to the specific system, namely, that it 


unnecessarily and invariably taxes labor vastly more than capital, and the poo 
ina much greater proportion than the rich, upon the goods consumed. Under 
the system of specific duties of so much per pound, or yard, or gallon, &c., the 
specific duty is thesame. The rich, who purchase the costly article bearing only 
the same specific duty, pay, in proportion to value, less than one-half what is 
paid by the poor, who purchase a cheaper and less costly article. If we take all 
the costly articles purchased by the rich bearing under the present tariil the 
same specific duty as the inferior article bought by the poor, we will find the 
difference against them exceeds $20,000,000 a year. Such is the immense 
tional tax exacted from labor under the system of specifie duties 


addi- 


I read irom Mr. Walker his confirmed opinions upon his résumé of 


his own tariff after he had had some twenty years of observation; and I 
think I can say that every American statesman will accord to Mr. 
Walker both an enlightened and an honest opinion upon the matters 
he discusses. I for one appeal to his opinion with as much confidence 
as I could to the opinion of any man who has ever occupied a place on 
the floor of the Senate of the United States upon a question of this kind. 

It was intimated by the honorable Senator from Indiana [ Mr. Voor- 
HEES] yesterday in some remarks which he submitted to the Senate 
that a very distinguished writer on the tariff, whom I have had the pleas- 
ure of meeting in Washington recently, was here really as the counsel 
of certain protected industries, of the sugarrefiners, and that he desired 
such measures te be adopted as would redound to the advantage of the 
sugar refiners. 
ator’s remarks, nor do I wish to place him in any position of hostility 
or antagonism to this distinguished gentleman, but I think from what 
I know about the gentleman that his presence here, his attempts to 


enlighten the Senate and House and their committees on questions of 


this kind, have more respect and regard for the proper adjustment of a 
tariff system whichshall be equal to all parts of the country than to the 
advocacy of the claims of any particular interest. He may desire to pre- 
vent hostile legislation to certain classes; but I do not think that he 
could be influenced at allto recommend anything that he thought would 
be unjust to the great tax-paying body of the people, though it might 
favor those who had offered him fees for representing them 
In an article in the Princeton Review, the date of which I have forgot 

ten—it was some time ago though—this learned and able gentleman 
discussed the sugar tariff with remarkable ability. He went throvgh 
all the different projects that are presented in this discussion here. Ie 
went through the plan of the Boston merchants; he went through the 
demand of the refiners for high special rates of duties upon the classes 
of goods that they manufacture above 13 Dutch standard; he discussed 
the effect upon the sugar-planters of low rates of duties upon sugars be- 
low 13 Dutch standard, and so on. After he had gone through these 
different systems and had shown in what respect some of them were 
advantageous and others disadvantageous, some were right and some 
were wrong, he concludes by the following statement of his opinion 


Now, how to modify the tariff and at the same time afford all the revenue and 
protection which the Government and Louisiana respectively demand is the 


roblem under consideration, and in respect to which there is little agreement 


Sut in view of all the facts, the best, the simplest, and the most equitable course 
would seem to be to adopt the exclusively ad valorem system in the assessment 
of duties on imported sugars; that is, fix on the rate of duty it is desirable to 
dimpose—40, 50, 60, or, if need be, 100 per cent.—and then 


ipply it impartially to 


I have not attempted to quote the language of the Sen- | 
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' 
the value of all sugars, from whatever countries imported; the Secretary of the 
Treasury being at the same time empowered to determine values by the use of 
all such agencies as he may deem expedient. The only objection that can be 
made to thiscourse is embodied in the assertion that the Government can not 
accurately determine the value of sugars. Butasuflicient answer to this would 
seem to be found in the following statements of facts 

Phe sugar business isan enormous and close business, and thousands and mil! 

ions of pounds constantly change hands at so small a margin of profit that for 
buyers or sellers to make a mistake in valuation to the extent of an eighth ox 
even a sixteenth of a cent per pound would often be destructive of all profit 
But such mistakes are not made, and the system of valuation of sugars as be 
tween merchants runs with the evenness of clock-work. Toassert now that the 
Government can not successfully adopt the every-day practice of the merchants 
Is Simply to assert that honesty and ability in the public service of the United 
States are unattainable ro such or any other tariff there should also be added 
for the sake of encouragement of exports suitable provisions for manufacturing 
in bond or the payment of drawbacks corresponding to the duties collect 
the raw materials ent« 1 1 exports 


ed on 


ring int 


r oO sue 


I will very gladly 
has embodied the 
his amendment 
barrassment, giving 
right of regulation 
for the security of 
dealing with this 

Sir, itastounds 1 
of civilization and enlig 
States can not trust 
it can not trust the 
in order to 


ot duty 


vote but t from Maine 
in 
from every em 
the unlimited 


thinks best 


Senatol 


the last suggestion, 


whole of these vic 
iT 4 
bid (lO OL SULUPS 
the Treasury 


le 


. . 
iw tothink 


its ¢ 





merchants who are e1 Lin importation 
tlem 

tlemen, 
rate 


mere 


amp up and susta 


ind also in & 


machinery 
vou that the impo 
frauds; they 
to the age in wl 
are not to] trusted in own 
tellow-men Has it come to this, that the mereantil 
country ha rument ag st tl 


. : : ; ° 
system of ad valorem duti ihe merchant goes abroad and buys hi 


make combinations with each other 
Crovernme! 
sunk » low that : >be made an 


war al lL pavs tf vhat 


eargo at si 
What he pays for it, if hon 
New York or wherever it 1 
deal and a profit on his deal, t] 
away. 

Che consul in I or wh eritma 
from inspects t] nvo to see whether or not there is at d 
your laws. I a sworn of 
commerce, he is 
cept the Senator Iment, when th weal 
New York can go and inspect the en 
the sugar is sanded or whether it 
last process of boiling in th 
the y can take thi polari termine test ol 
strength; they can take the Dutch standard and see what it would bring 
out in the color; they can resort toall matters and manners of inspecti 


the price it 


Crovernn nt 


hoes 


‘ } ] 


licer, and no wcing allowed to « ore 


ipposed to be impartial inspectors, if you a 


amen reach the wharves in 
thet 


the 


t 
hit 


tire cargo: thev can see whe 


; colored, whether it is done 


t 
ey iporatings pMins of by chemical 
cd di thre 


COP its saccharine 


on 
and investigation to get to the truth. Then we have access to boards ot 
arbitration; we have access to the courts of the country, and is it pos 
sible that all the balance of the commerce of the world can be regulated 
4 safely by laws as to inspection, by penalties, imprisonment, and dis 


| crace, and that thi 


Sir, the argument 


one kind of importing can not be so regulated ? 
does not amount to the weight of a hair when it 1 





| compared with the confessions which the committee themselves hav 
distributed throughout the length and breadth of this bill. This cor 
| mittee, upon articles where classifications vary and where the numer 
ous descriptions of articles may be brought in under the same general 
denomination, have put on ad valorem duties for the whole m and 
in some cases they take the same article—as they did in revard to sugar 
in their first report—and in the very line in the bill which requires ad 
| valorem duties to be put upon one classification they put specific dutic 
upon another 
Now let me ask the Senate in all candor how Senato 0 I 
ported this bill can argue before the world that the ad valorem tem 
is entirely untrustworthy when they have loaded the bill with that 
system wherever it was convenient todoit, and have deliberately } ught 
before the consideration of this body a measur in Which ad valorem 
duties figure so conspicuously, they knowing at the time that 1t san 
uncertain and an unjust measure of duty? fam astonished that Sen 
ators will venture to inveigh against the ad valorem system after they 
have adopted it in: rreat number of cases ithe measurement of the rights 
of the Governm and of the importer in this very bill. They may con 
vince t selves by a procedure of this kind, but [must say that they will 
1 r col ybody el Cher iuch proof in this bill itselt 
in favor ot rem rates of taxation there 1s In favor of specifi 
rates. The ad lorem duty never departed from in the whole of 
this hill except for the mere purpose of giving a special advantage to a 
special indust pecific duties are the peculiar weapon of protection 
They are used in this bill as they are used everywhere else for the purposs 


of compelling the people to pay the rigid price of so much a pound o: 
manufactured here nothwithstand 
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world may drop down below that, and would otherwise, on an ad valo- 
rem system, furnish us the advantage of a depression in price. 

We have been trying, or at least | have, to get some idea about this 
polariscope. It has been asort of pons asinorum to me ever since it got 
into this debate; and while I pay the most profound tribute to scien- 
tific discovery and know that a thoroughly educated chemist can take 
this nice contrivance and can separate between ‘‘the north and north- 
west side of a hair,’’ or can separate the intangible and impalpable 
elements by which we are surrounded into constituents and divided 
parts, yet it does require that sort of a man to manage a polariscope. 
How many of that kind have we got at our command in the United 
States? You might as well put me to the handling of a mariner’s com- 
pass with the expectation that I should be able to navigate a ship, when 
I never had my hand on the helm, as to put any man you will select, 
not a chemist, not really an expert, in charge of a polariscope to find out 
the exact saccharine strength of the whole of a cargo of sugar by melt- 
ing down one little lump of it. 

Let us see how it is. A sampler goes toa cargo or package and draws 
his sample where he pleases. Who watches the sampler? Nobody. 
You want to know how much of purity or impurity there is in the 
sugar. Who can tell out of which hogshead ing cargo he will take his 
sample? Nobody. Who can tell out of what part of the hogshead he 
will take his sample? Nobody can tell. How do you know that the 
balance of that cargo averages with the sample that he brings to the 
man who works it and tests it with the polariscope? You can not find 
it out. Opportunity for fraud and mistake occurseverywhere. If you 
submit sugars to the test of the Dutch standard you have got first to 
ascertain whether a man has an eye for color. Who are competent for 
judges? We find men so frequently color blind even that we have 
them now put upon trial by expert oculists to see whether they are 
competent to run railway trains. A man’s appreciation of color differs 
from another almost as wide as the tastes of the tongue do. You first 
get a2 man to sample and then he or some one else looks at it through 


a Dutch standard, or else you take your sample before the engineer of 


the polariscope. Now, let us see what he does with it, for that is an 
interesting matter. lagainread from an argument made in New York 
by a gentleman, Mr. Lawson Fuller, who says that he has had thirty 
years’ experience as a refiner. He made an open speeeh to the people 
assembled, the ladies and gentlemen assembled, and exposed himself to 
open and public criticism, and I have not yet seen that anybody has 
denied what he said about it. 

And what is the process of polarizing sugars? It is this- 

Verhaps the Senate, if itis in the humor for hearing anything at all, 
at least thoseof us who are not so well informed about it, mightas well 
give attention to the process of polarizing sugar to see how reliable a 
test the polarization of a little scrap of sugar not as big as the end of a 
man’s finger would be of a hogshead or of a cargo— 

Take 26.048 grammes of sugar crystals; dissolve that infinitesimal quantity in 
one hundred cubie centimeters of water; and to the solution thus obtained 
acetate of lead suflicient to precipitate; filter through prepared bone-~dust to 
clarify; fill a glass tube two hundred millimeters in length with the solution 
and place the same in the polariscope; turn on the light, look through and ad- 
just the instrument until both hemispheres present to the eye precisely the same 
shade of color. 

Suppose that the engineer of the polariscope is color-blind, a little off 
in his judgment of colors, how much of a mistake do you think that 
man could make in ascertaining when these two hemispheres came ex- 
actly to the same line of color? It is the Dutch standard as practiced 
in the polariscope. Thatisall thatit is. You have todetermine when 
two parts of the same instrument present exactly the same shade of 
color. It is the Dutch standard brought into machinery. Thatis the 
whole of it. 

Turn on the light, look through and adjust the instrument until both hemi- 
spheres present to the eye precisely the same shade of color. 

There is the Dutch standard again determining between 13 and 14 or 
12 and 13, by the use of this machine to aid in the elaboration and in 
the scientific perfection of the Dutch standard. 

Mr. MAXEY. Will the Senator permit me? What more objection 
on account of color-blindness is there to the use of the polariscope than 
the Dutch standard? 

Mr. MORGAN. Nota bit; just the same thing. 

Mr. MAXEY. Then what test would you go upon? 

Mr. MORGAN. The ad valorem duty, which prices the article what 
it is worth; put it upon the market value? We have the judgment of 
the market as to what the article is worth, and particularly when, as 
Mr. Wells says, hundreds of millions of dollars of transactions occur 
continually in sugar with the regularity of clock-work, because the mer- 
chant is capable of understanding the value. Let.us go a little further 
with the gentleman whose speech I have been quoting. He says: 

The test is then perfected, and the result will be found registered on the scale 
attached to the instrument, which can be read through a magnifying tube, 100° 
representing entirely pure sugar crystals in solution. 

This, then, is the instrument—the delicate and sensitive instruament—which 
Congress is now asked by a few men to adopt in combination with the Dutch 
standard for testing imported raw sugars in order to levy duty thereon. For 
that purpose the Dutch standard for determining the grade is bad enough, but 
the use of the polariscope will make matters infinitely worse and furnish a 


vehicle for the safe practice of fraud indiscriminately upon the revenue, the 
importer, the buyer, and the consumer, at the option of the operators and their 





instigators. With all the frauds and abuses practiced under the present ev: 
notone of these evils is even sought to be remedied by the recommendan 
the commission. On the contrary, every truly objectionable featur. “ry 
ae tariff is retained, and superadded thereto the process of mystifin., 
»y the use of the polariscope. Had the object of the commission been ey “ 
vise some scheme whereby frauds upon the revenue could be practiced wis), 
fear of detection, and the whole sugar trade of the emintry placed in the). 
of a few unscrupulous refiners and those acting with them in Louisiana : 
proposition could hardly be improved upon. — 

There are other and very important reasons why the polariscope should nos 
be used. The first one is to be found in the fact that no two tests, howev: Siboetag 
scientiously made, ever bring out exactly the same degree of strength: 4; a 
very men who are now urging the adoption of this instrument, and the Gover, 
ment officials themselves, admit its inaccuracy by testifying that nothine «),... 
of chemical analysis is entirely reliable. And, again, it is a notorious fic ro 
the most perfect polariscope possible or conceivable does not supply intel lies. 
capability, or honesty to the operator. Furthermore, with the introduct} - f 
the polariscope it will simply be impossible for any one purchasing suear. i: 
the producing countries to import them into this with any certainty whatev., 
as to the rate of duty the custom-house would levy upon them. The fabulous 
amount of raw sugar annually imported into the United States, and upon whi: h 
an average duty of $45,000,000 is paid to the revenues, entitles those engaged j; 
that trade to be fairly and justly treated by Congress. It would be not only uw ‘ 
fair and unjust but tyrannical on the part of the Governmenttosubjest the mer. 
chants — business in this great food staple to the uncertainties of a vicious 
tariff by which they would be embarrassed in their transactions and rendered 
liable to serious losses. 

It is well known that the margin of profit in the honest importation of sucars 
has been reduced to a minimum, and the changesjn markets, by reason of (.); 
graphic communication, are very frequent and important. The business of jy)- 
porting sugar is a precarious one at best, and if in addition the tariff is so framed 
as to render the duty arbitrary, the business at once becomes one of great ris 
except to those who have extraordinary facilities and peevenane, such as I have 
already described, and as are enjoyed by some of our heaviest refiners who are 
extensive importers and whose raw sugars, whether bought in foreign markets 
or afloat, go at once to their own private docks, which are close to and in fact 
connected with their refineries, meeting there only, as before stated, a sam 
pler and a weighmaster from the custom-house, both underpaid officials, ro 
moved from the scrutiny of all third parties. If such a tariff as the one recon. 
mended by the commission, and which was suggested to them by some unsery- 
pulous monopolists, were to be adopted, it would not be long before the 50,000,000 
consumers of this country would find themselves shut up to three or four re- 
fining establishments for their entire sugar supply, and the Government would 
have to look to the same monopoly for its revenue of $45,000,000 on imported 
sugars. It will be in the power of these gentlemen of varied accomplishments 
to give to the people just such sugars as they see fit, of such quality as they muy 
choose, and at such price as their greed may dictate. 

So delicate an instrument as the polariscope may be a valuable aid for scie) 
tific investigations; but for testing imported raw sugars for the purpose of asce; 
taining the duty thereon it would be simply impossible to devise any other metho 
whereby the Government could be defrauded with such perfect ease and sath 
as through the mysterious means that this instrument would afford. Fo: 
stance, according to the plan proposed by the Tariff Commission, sugars t: +t 
75° by the polariscope would pay a duty of 1} cents per pound; for every ad 
tional degree five-hundredths of a cent more, So that sugars testing 80° would 
pay lj} cents. Low easily a sampler and tester could make a difference of thre: 
or four degrees on the sample taken from a cargo of raw sugar. The work of 
the sampler is all important; he cantake hissamples from just where he pleases 
or he can accept any Samples furnished him for the purpose. The maki: 
the sample concludes the whole operation; the sugars are * dumped” into 
refineries and all evidence of the transaction completely wiped out. Pour cs 











grees would make 20centson every 100 pounds imported ; and, carrying the cal- 
culation a little further, it would amount to $3.20 per hogshead. A refiner molt 
ing 1,000 hogsheads per day, as many of them do, particularly those who hav 


the dock facilities referred to, could have an advantage over a competitor of 
$3,200 per day or $1,168,000 per year. 
Pa » * * * 

Four years ago Mr. SHERMAN said, in his report to Congress: 

“It is imperative that some change in the mode of collecting duties on sugar 
should be made, and it is preferred, as stated in my last report, that the duty 
should be at one rate on all grades of sugar up to a point which will exclude 
temptation either to color sugar for the purpose of reducing the duty or to com- 
mit fraud by means of sampling and classification. The duties are dependent 
upon the fidelity of the sampler, one of the lowest paid officers in the public 
service. 

I agree with Mr. Fuller. 1 am not for confining our revenue officers 
to the Dutch standard or the polariscope as the only test of value. The 
Senator from Ohio has demonstrated the frauds under the Dutch stand- 
ard. JI am not for confining them to the Dutch standard as determined 
by the polariscope, for that is what the polariscope does, determines 
the concurrence of two hemispheres reflecting exactly the same shade 
of color; it must depend on the eye of the man to discern this concur- 
rence. I am not for confining them to the invoice that comes from 
abroad with the consul’s certificate. I am not for confining them to the 
inspectors that may await the arrival of the cargo, and all of the persons 
that the Government provides for the purpose of preventing frauds. | 
am for opening the door on behalf of the Government, under regulations 
to be prescribed by the Secretary of the Treasury, to every means ot 
determining what is right between the importer and the Government, 
and such is the amendment of the Senator from Maine. If we narrow 
the Government down toa particular method, as seems to be so anxiously 
required by Senators on this floor, we put it in the power of manipula- 
tors, by the adoption of one single method of detection, to discard all 
others, and so the truth may be butchered in the investigation of the 
subject, and stare decisis and res adjudicata will be pleaded upon you. 
Let the truth be what it may, it is silenced by the report of a fellow 
with his eye at the end of a polariscope, and possibly a bribe in his hand, 
who judges for himself and for all the balance of the world the partic- 
ular shade of color that brings it above or below No. 13 Dutch standard. 
Who, besides himself, knows what he saw in the instrument, whether 
a coincidence of shades of color or some other coincidence ? 

What is the fact about the importations by the refiners as stated in 
the remarks of this gentleman in New York, and if they were not true 
they would not have been stated, or certainly they would have been 
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contradicted—what are the facts? The refiners import their sugars. 
They have enormous tanks where they put hundreds of hogsheads a 
day of sugar for its storage until it can be melted down. These refin- 
eries and these tanks, these receptacles of this vast amount of sugai 
are right along the piers where the sugar lands. A Government in- 
spector is sent there with his polariscope, or he is sent there with his 
Dutch standard samples to make a test. A sampler is sent along; the 
sampler draws the sample, and the man holding the polariscope or the 
man who is the expert to judge of the Dutch standard test is there for 


the purpose of determining the value of the sugar by either test. No 
Government official is there but these; the other parties present are the 
importers and the refiners, and only they and their employés. The | 


cargo is inspected by inspecting a hogshead here and a hogshead there. 
Samples from these hogsheads are taken by the sampler from one place 
or another in the hogshead to suit his convenience or his rascality as 
the case may be. ; . Lipid 
Immediately upon the verdict being rendered, execution issues, heads 


are knocked out of the hogsheads; they are dumped into one vast mass, | 
and after that there is no detection, no further examination can be 


made as to what revenue that cargo ought to have brought, the mat- 
ter is carried through in such a hurry, in darkness, and insilence. The 


Government of the United States is represented in this assessment by a | 


man who as the Secretary of the Treasury lamented and complained 
isan underpaid employé, and therefore a man subject to temptation, 
and we are told now that we must take the polariscope test below 
13 and the Dutch standard test above 13, as settled by such a man, 
and we must take nothing else. We must have these inspectors, and 


we must run the gauntlet of chances of fraud in this business as we | 


have heretofore. When they tell us that we have lost as much as five 
million of revenue in consequence of frauds upon the sugar importa- 
tion we must take all this and all these chances rather than to avail 
ourselves of all the chances that a wise and prudent Secretary ot 
Treasury might think it was necessary to adopt { 
order to detect frauds. 

Sir, I plant myself upon the proposition that 
among commercial men in this country to pr 
against fraud. When you open the doors of the penitentiary to a m: 
who commits perjury; when you subject the whole cargo of a ship to 
confiscation for an undervaluation of 2 si ead of sugar; when 
you have got your consul watching the export in the forei 


bi 


wot e } 


rer time 
POM) Uilnlie 


there is honor enou 
tect their Government 


nele hogs! 


rr yx rm \ n 
you have got your inspectors looking on here; when in the open d 
these inspections take place, and the competing importers are there also 
for the purpose of seeing whether any other man engaged in the sam 
business is not getting an advantage over them by undervaluation in his 
invoice; when you have got all these you have some chance for security 
But, sir, shall we discard all this because we do not want the ad valo 


rem system except to apply to about one-half of the bill? It is too 
bad a system to apply to the whole bill, but it is good enough for on 
half! 

Mr. President, I repeat what I have said, the only scientific tarifl 
law that was ever written in the United States was the tariff law writ 
ten by Robert J. Walker. 
this country which he has set forth in his letter a part of which | 
have read in the Senate to-day. It is not necessary for me to go over 
the ground that he has been over, or for any man, I think, to try to 
break it down. 

Sir, the doctrine of ad valorem duties of taxation is the true doctrine 
in this country, and if we will adhere to it upon this item of sugar im- 
portation, and put the rate at a fair one as compared with the tax that 
we have put upon all other industries in this land, we shall have an 
honest and just and fair assessment and collection of taxes. Thirty- 
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He has vindicated it by the experience of | 


five per cent. ad volorem, in my opinion, would be about a fair tax for | 


sugar to bear, that being its proportion of the burden of taxation and 
the revenue which we have laid upon the rest of the commodities at 
large in this land. 

Mr. FRYE. Mr. President, I am not going to make a speech. 
a little mortified that I talked so much yesterday. My original amend 
ment provided 25 per cent. ad valorem on sugars not above 13, and 35 
per cent. on sugars over 13. When myamendment was offered yeste: 
day I was persuaded by some Senators to make the duty 40 per cent. 
without any distinction between 13 and under or over. I do not like 
to stand sponsor for an amendment which is unjust in itself. With 40 


i am 


per cent., one duty on all sugar, the refiner has no duty upon his work | 


at all, and the planter has 40 percent. Clearly a measure of that kind 
passed would kill the refiner. I withdraw that amendmient, and in- 
stead of it I offer an amendment making all sugar not above 13 35 per 
cent. ad valorem; all over 13, 45 per cent. ad valorem. I am inclined 
to think that 25 per cent. was an injustice to Louisiana, and I have no 
desire to do her an injustice. I am willing to ask for what I asked for 
before, which is 35 per cent. as an equivalent for the difference in labor, 
and then 10 per cent. additional surely is small enough for the refiner, 
for that is all the protection, if you call it protection, that he would get 
under this amendment—35 per cent. on the raw sugars, 45 per cent. on 
the refined sugars. I believe that is entirely right, and it is the lowest 
rate of duty that has yet been offered. I withdraw my original amend- 
ment and offer this in its place. 


| 
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Tm. DP 2 a ; - 
The PRESIDENT pro tempore lhe Secretary will report the amend 
ment as madified 
The ACTING SECRETARY It is proposed to strike out all after ling 
ed j } ’ my? — wt » thay ‘ } 
92 d inclu n 23, and to insert in lieu thereof the 
luties and s of duties now imposed on melada, concentrated 
toms, s ors r-Cal uice, concentrated molasses, and 
om tf unt 8, there shall be levied, collected, and 1 
< lrates of « that istosayv: On all melada, conce 
trated melada, sirup of s ¢, tank-botton concentrated molasses 
and on all sugars not above No l i standard in« r, SS per cent. ad v 
rem; on all sugarsabove No I ndard in hyper cent. ad val mi; 
on molasses, per cent, ady i Phat the Secretary of the Treas 
ury shall, by regulatio 1 t! sumples f im packa es of 
molasses, melada, con rated mie l vot sumar-car tice, tank-bott = 
and concentrated molasses s «t by the proper officers in su ‘ 
as to ascertain the true value of ich l thats ples of sueurs 
. Fy ¥ } 4 . tt 
be taken by said officers in such manner as to ascertain the true color and value 
of such sugars 
Phe provisions of this section shall take effect on the passage of th t ‘ 
the duties therein provided for sh be collected on all such poods which \ 
be in the public stores or bonded warchouses at that time, instead of the cutic 
now imposed thereupon by law 
Mr. MORRILL. Mr Preside it, I do not like to r ply int irri 
: | 
language to every proposition that has been made here, and yet the 
same propositions are constantly recurring and admit of but a 
answer. The duties upon sugai have bee n levied at aspect I ( 1 
more than twenty years. There is no article that more str 
tifies specific duties than the article of sugar lt this articlh to} 
estimated upon an ad valorem duty both the poloriscoyx Duteh 
standard tests must be applied, for upon some of the su 
is the test, and upon others the polariscope is the test 
1 desire to call the attention of the Senator from Maine | Mr. | 
to a communication addressed by him and his colleague to 1 ( 
mittee on Finance in relati the duties upon potato starch | 
Senators asked th WV ly nthe duties upon pe ) 
the rate tl | value of imported potato 
abroa 32.80 | vl the present rate of « | 
cent perp ind and 29 t \ wl \\ } | 
ther it W | | il 1h 
ditional ) per « { 1 1 
that thre re l ! ( 
much de ed I ‘ ! { 
rrant It: ) { ~ ‘ 
cultural preduct 
Now, | t t , L ‘ 
on Was oT I ad % % { { 
hould be time enou for action upon their report att 
sion The commiss ! le the eport, « ( r ] t 
of material for are nt on bot des of the question 
made, as I think, a report lt Senat persist 1) 
against time and in ¢ ing numberless amendments the 1 t 
will be that the Senate will be in thult for not actin Por ck Tite rr 
| where ample time for a decent and .appropriate consid on | been 
given 
Mr. ROLLINS I wish toas Senator from Vermont it the amend 
ment proposed by the Senator from Maine leaves the question of test 
ing the quality of sugar where it now is under existing law 


Mr. MORRILL 


ts must be applic 


o; It puts the duty at an ad valorem rate, L both 


in order t in the actual value. 


thik 


N 
test d » ascert: 


Mr. RGLLINS Does it not provide tor a test the same as the bil 
recommended by the committee? 

Mr. MORRILL. It does not 

Mr. FRYE. It allows all the tests that they wish to use, everything 


that the } 


‘Treasury Department wants to apply. Under my amendment 
they can use any test the y ple ase 
Mr. ROLLINS. It would make a very great difference with me if 


the Treasury Department could not apply the test which T deem it very 


desirable should be applied 

Mr. MORRILL It leaves the Treasury Department to ) ou 
pleas oe It does not apphy any test whatever 

Mr. ROLLINS rhe amendment of the Senator trom Ma is | 


unde rstand it, propose Sto tix all sugars not above N 
ard at 35 per cent. ad valorem 


estimates, as he stated in his 


» 1 Dutel stand 
Senator from Ohio | Mr. SHERMAN | 
that the bill re 


Th 
remarks a few days since 


ported by the committee would fix the duty at 32 per cent., which would 
be 3 per cent. lower than the rate of duty fixed by the Senator trom 
Maine in his proposition 

Mr. FRYE. The Senator from Ohio will not stick to that, I kno 
because the average rate of duty on sugar now under existing law is 56 


per cent., and if the Senator from Ohio is correct in stating that the bill 
reduces it to 32 per cent. it m kes a reduction of at least $20,000,000; 


and no Senator on the Finance Committee has pretended that the sched 
ule reduces the revenue $20,000,000. 

Mr. ROLLIXKS. I should like to get at the facts in the case, so that 
I may vote intelligently on this question. If the bill which the com 


mittee have reported merely reduces the duty upon sugar to 32 per cent 

I desire to understand it and to vote accordingly. 
Mr. SHERMAN. Will the Senator allow me 
Mr. ROLLINS. 1 will gi 


give 


to state it? 
way to the Senator from Ohio. 
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Mr. SHERMAN. I say again that the computation I submitted to 
the Senate the other day is exactly correct. The real diffictlty is that 
it is impossible to tell what the polariscopic test will be when applied 
to the Dutch standard. The bill recommended by the Tariff Commis- 
sion and the bill reported by the Committee on Finance are based upon 
the idea that 75° by the polariscopic test is the equivalent of No. 7 Dutch 
standard. That isthe whole basis of the Tariff Commission report; they 
say so in their report. The Senator from Rhode Island, however, ‘in- 
sists and produees documents 

Mr. ALDRICH, I wish the Senator would call attention to the place 
in the report. 

Mr. SHERMAN. Let me proceed, 

Mr. ALDRICH. All right. 

Mr. SHERMAN. The Senator from Rhode Island insists and pro- 
duces documents tending to prove that 75° by the polariscope is not the 
equivalent of No. 7 Dutch standard, and that by tests which have been 
made from time to time by persons engaged in the business a much 
higher rate of saccharine strength is shown in No. 7 to No. 13 Dutch 
standard, he claiming that the average rate, as shown by Mr. Chamber- 
lin and others, is 86°. Upon that we have no official information. I 
have this morning sent to the Treasury Department, by a resolution of 
the Senate, to ascertain officially any information they may have upon 
that subject, and I believe it wiil be reported to us that they have no 
such information, because no such polariscopic tests have been applied 
by the Government except in disputed cases of invoices, where the Gov- 
ernment officers alleged that sugar has been artificially colored. We 
have those tests made by the polariscope, and only those. Consequently 
we have no official basis upon which we can tell exactly the effect of 
applying the polariscope to all the different grades of sugar. 

Mr. DAWES. Let me inquire of the Senator, does the color of the 
sugar affect the polariscopic test ? 

Mr. SHERMAN. Not at all; but we never have applied the polari- 
scope in Government transactions except to ascertain whether there 
has been an artificial derangement. 

Mr. DAWES. ‘To ascertain the saccharine strength of the sugar? 

Mr. SHERMAN. Yes. 

Mr. FRYE. Will the Senator from Ohio allow me to ask him a ques- 
tion? 

Mr. SHERMAN. Certainly. 

Mr. FRYE. IL ask the Senator from Ohio if he believes that the bill 
reported by the committee reduces the duty on sugars from 56 per cent. 
to 32 per cent.? 

Mr. SHERMAN. [say that by the computations as based upon the 
Tariff Commission report it does, because the Committee on Finance 
propose a repeal of the 25 per cent. additional duty imposed by the act 
of 1875, and then we reduce below the lowest grade as fixed by the 
old law fully one-fourth of one cent besides. 

The whole difficulty in this matter, upon which I have not theslight- 
est fecling and only desire to inform the Senate of the facts, is that we 
do not know and have no official information to tell us whether the basis 
of the Tariff Commission is correct that 75° by the polariscope is an 
equivalentof No. 7 Dutch standard. If we had that with certainty then 
we could compute this matter absolutely to thesmallestfraction. The 
Tariff Commission base their report and all these proportions are based 
upon the idea that No. 7 Dutch standard is the equivalentof 75° of the 
polariscopic test, and they also say that to advance that tax at the rate of 
tive-hundredths of a cent for every additional degree of the polariscope 
would make a fair ad valorem rate upon sugar; and that is the prin- 
ciple upon which this billis founded. 

Mr. MORRILL. Let me suggest to the Senator from Ohio that we 
throw off the 25 per cent. to begin with, and if we throw off even 4 per 
cent. more it would make his estimate right. His estimate of 32 per 
cent. is 24 per cent. less than the present rate. 

Mr. FRYE. Does the chairman of the committee state that it is a 
reduction to 32 per cent.? 

Mr. MORRILL. I have not made any accurate calculation. 

Mr. ROLLINS. I suggest to the Senator from Ohio that I think I 
am entitled to the floor. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore The Senator from Ohio has the floor. 

Mr. SHERMAN. I have, I think, saidall I desire to say. I believe 
that I feel, as every one else dealing with this question does, that it is a 
matter upon which we have no official guide or information, because if 
the basis of the report of the Tariff Commission is impaired inthe slight- 
est degree, and if we have been acting upon a wrong idea that the old 
color test by the Dutch standard can not be measured by the polari- 
scopic test in the way proposed, that is that No. 7 of the one is equiv- 
alent to 75° of the other, and that sugars ought in their normal state to 
advance by certain proportions, that these rates advance in relative pro- 
portions up to No. 90 or something of that kind, we have no safe test 
to go upon. But I do say the bill as proposed by the Committee on 
Finance is a very large reduction of the present rate; and I say further 
that rather than vote for an ad valorem duty on this article I would 
vote for any rate of specific duty that any one would name, whether 1 
cent, 1} cents, or 14 cents. 

Mr. ROLLINS. I desire to say that I very much prefer a specific 
duty upon sugar, but I want to know what the tariff proposed by the 











committee means. Does it mean 45 per cent., asit is claime 
ator from Rhode Island, if I did not misunderstand him, or does it me: 

9 : . . ° u lean 
32 per cent.? There is a wide margin of difference. The doctors aj 
gree; the men learned in this matter disagree. There has been ay oa 
menseamount of investigation had with reference tothe duty upon sur. 
and the tests that have been applied to sugar. These gentlemen oo, 2 
here with this wide margin of difference and ask us, who are pot ... 
learned with reference to sugar, to decide the question. As | under. 
stood the Senator from Vermont he undertook to reconcile the «\9.. 
ences between the Senator from Ohio and the Senator from Rhode | i sd 
by saying that we added at one time a war tax of 25 percent.” he 
tax then was 44 per cent., was it not? 

Mr. SHERMAN. Forty-five per cent. 

Mr. ROLLINS. Twenty-five per cent. added made it 56 per coy: 
Now, the Senator from Vermont suggests that if we take off that 25, ‘ 
cent. and the further reduction of the tariff in accordance with the si). 
gestion of the Senator from Ohio, we shall have reduced the tariff ¢o 
percent. What I desire to accomplish is to ascertain the real fact jy the 
case, and, if it is possible, to know what the bill of the committee re), 
will do. It is represented in the newspapers and elsewhere that ther, 
will be scarcely any reduction of the duty to be collected upon sugar j; 
the bill as proposed by the Tariff Commission is adopted; and it }a, 
been suggested also that there will be probably not more than $3,000.09) 
reduction of the tariff collected from sugar if the bill of the committe, 
is adopted. I want to say for one that I am in favor of a larger redy, 
tion than that. Iam willing to accord to our friends in Louisian, . 
fair protective duty, if that term is not offensive to them, upon sua) 
though I confess I would much rather have free sugar. The Senato; 
from Maine proposes 35 per cent. in his amendment, which is 3 per cent 
more than the duty proposed by the committee, as we are told. I dy 
not propose to occupy the time of the Senate in discussing this matte 
but I want if possible to get at the real facts. 

Mr. ALDRICH. Mr. President, in my remarks to the Senate nieh: 
before last I promised to insert in the RECORD a statement from th 
Chief of the Bureau of Statistics as to the actual value of the sugar im 
ported into this country during the last fiscal year. I found that I had 
mislaid the letter, and therefore was unable to put it in the Recorn 
but I have this morning received the following from the Chief, which | 
will read: 


1 by the Sen. 


The 


TREASURY DEPARTMENT, BUREAU OF STATIstTIC- 
Washington, D. C., February 1, 13% 

Sin: In answer to your note of this date inquiring as to the average value yx 
pound of all sugar below No. 13 Dutch standard imported into the United states 
during the year ended June 30,1882, I have the honor to inform you that th 
import value per pound was 4.4 cents. 

Very respectfully, yours, 
JOSEPH NIMMO. Ji: 
Chief of B 
lion, N. W. ALDRICH, 
Senator, United States, Washington, D. C. 

This letter confirms the statement then made by me and repeated 
yesterday. 

n answer to the statements now made by the Senator from Olio, that 
75° saccharine strength is equivalent to No. 7 Dutch standard, | wil! 
say that I have never heard the claim made before by anybody. | can 
not find any such statement in the report of the Tariff Commission, ani 
I have just read it carefully. 

If it be true, as stated by the Senator from Ohio, and I think thi. 
statement was confirmed by the distinguished Senator from Texas [Mr 
MAXEY] yesterday, that the bill reduces the ad valorem duty from 55 
per cent. to 24 per cent., let us ascertain what the resulting reduction 
in revenue would be. 

The value of all the sugar imported last year was $84,355,545.5% 
If that had paid an ad valorem duty of 32 per cent. the receipts would 
have been $26,993,744.48 (the actual receipts were $46,711,795. 14), and 
the bill of the committee as now interpreted by the Senator from Ohio 
will result in a reduction in revenue of $19,718,020.60, five millions more 
than the statement made by the chairman of the committee in opening 
the discussion on this bill, and which the Senator himself has admitted 
was not correct, and a number of millions in excess of any estimate 
which has been made on this floor by any Senator, whether on the 
committee or not. I can not think that the Senator from Ohio himse'! 
will adhere to his figures. 

Mr. ROLLINS. Will the Senator allow me to ask him a question’ 

Mr. ALDRICH. Certainly. 

Mr. ROLLINS. How much does the Senator from Rhode !s!and 
estimate that the bill of the Finance Committee would reduce the re 
enue upon sugar? 

Mr. ALDRICH. Eight million four hundred and thirty-three thos 
sand dollars. I have not the exact figures. They will be found int! 
RECORD. 

Mr. FRYE. What will be the ad valorem duty? 

Mr. ALDRICH. The ad valorem duty remaining will be 45, pe" 
cent. 

In further confirmation of the statements I have made on this sul- 
ject I desire to submit another statement, not theoretical, but copics 0! 
actual invoices of sugars that have been imported into this country dur- 
ing the present year from Cuba. They are exact copies of the actua! 
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invoices. They can be verified on oath if necessary by members of the 
most reputable firms of importers in thiscountry, that of Nash, Spauld- 
ing & Co., of Boston, Massachusetts. I will not read the invoices, but 
I will state that they show that ifimported under the committee’s bill, 
1} and 5, these sugars would have paid an average duty on the first in- 
voice of 47} per cent. 





Mr. KELLOGG. What sugars? 

Mr. ALDRICH. Centrifugal sugars trom Cubs. 

Mr. KELLOGG. Refined sugars? 

Mr. ALDRICH. No, sir; not refined. 

Mr. KELLOGG. Brown? 

Mr. ALDRICH. Certainly. 

Mr. ALLISON. Sugars below No. 137 

Mr. ALDRICH. Below No. 13 incolor, all of them. The second in- 


voice shows a duty under the committee's bill of 464 per cent.; the third 
invoice a duty of 46) percent. By my amendment, these same invoices 
would show anad valorem duty of 42 percent. on the first, 42 percent. 
on the second, and 44 per cent. on the third. 

Mr. KELLOGG. What would be the rate upon sugars above No. 13? 

Mr. ALDRICH. I wish the Senator from Louisiana would allow me 
to make my statement in my own way. I have not discussed and will 
not now discuss the effect upon sugars above No. 13. The controversy 
between the Senator from Ohio and myself is entirely confined to sugars 
below No. 13 Dutch standard. I submit the statements for publication 
in the RECORD: 


Invoice of sugar shipped by Heidegger & Co. on board the Aincrican brig I 
Staples, Storer, master, bound to Boston by order and for account and risk 
of whom it may concern, and consigned to Messrs. 
of said city. 

585 hhds, sugar, whg. net 925,207 Ibs., at 5e. cy., cost and fr't 

Less freight to Boston, at $3} per hhd., $2, 193.7 


V.40 


Nash. Spanuldiv 7A CD., 


16,700 3S 
$4,566 60 
E. & O. E. 
(Signed 
MATANZAS, December 29, 1882 
Dutiable pounds 943,056; average test, 95.5 
Duty would be, at 1.25 for 75° 
91° x 4—84+-1.25=.02.09 x 943,056 
cost. 


At 1} and 5ce., 2.25, 47) per cent. on the cost. 


HEIDEGGER & CO 


and de. for each degree above, 


$19,709.87, or 14 per cent on the 


Invoice of 100 hhds. sugar shipped by Ricardo P. Kohly & Co. on board the 
American bark Edward Waite, bound to Boston by order, for account and 
risk of whom it may concern, and consigned to order. 


K y},—100 h. centrifugal sugar, Armonia, gross 
190 Ibs. tare per h................ : . 


yr 


166, 961 Ibs, 
19, 000 Ibs. 


147, 961 Ibs, 





Net .... 
OE” | aa 
Less freight, $3} per hhd. 

(Signed) 
HAVANA, December 11, 1882. 
Dutiable pounds, 145,196; average test, 95°. 
At 1.25 for 75° and 4c. for each degree 
42 per cent. 
Committee’s bill, 1.25 and 5e.=46} per cent. 


$7,398 05 
7,073 05 j 


RICARDO P. KOHLY & CO. | 


oan 
» gue . 


duty would be $2,976.51, or 


Invoice of 610 hhds. centrifugal sugars shipped by PF. Bollmann, as agent for 
Messrs. Ricardo P. Kohly & Co., Havana, on board the American schooner 
Edward Waite, Lee, master, bound for Boston, for account and risk of whom 
it may concern, and consigned to order. 

B g}y—610 hhds., Favorito, w'g gross ........ 989, 565 Ibs. 

SED iaGhsistntpedguavchesdvescidnsredurstea 118,748 lbs. 


870, 817 Ibs, 





$43,540 85 
41,558 


BOLLMAN 


- 
(Signed) F 
CARDENAS, December 16, 1882. 
Dutiable pounds, 859,744; average test, 95 
At 1.25 for 75° and de. for each degree above, duty would be 42 per 
cent. 
At 1.25 for 75° and Sc. for each degree above, duty would be 46! 


per 
cent. 

Mr. KELLOGG. Mr. President, I only desire to say a few words 
in regard to the amendment offered by the Senator from Maine. The 


Senator from Maine proposes an amendment that in fact reduces the 
ad valorem duty 25 per cent. 

Mr. FRYE. Thirty-five per cent. 

Mr. KELLOGG. Twenty-five yesterday, and 35 per cent. as to sugar 
above 13 to-day. He amends his amendment offered yesterday by in- 
creasing the ad valorem duty on sugar below No. 13 to 35 per cent., and 
that above to 45 per cent., on the the ground, as he says, that he finds 
it will discriminate to the injury of the refiners, when only yesterday 
from his seat in reply to me he said that he did not care anything about 
the refiners; that the refiners had no sort of interest in this matter of 
duty. He said that he had never seen or heard of a refiner who cared 
a cent about the duty, that the refiners did not care for anything, only 
one-eighth of 1 cent profit. He thought it was all right to bring the 





ali valorem duty down to 25 per cent. yesterday, but he has been con- 
verted since yesterday, I will not say by the retiners, but by his notion 
as to what interest the refiner has. The refiners’ team pulls it up 10 
per cent., and of course as a matter of necessity to be consistent it must 
pull our duty up 10 per cent. Hence the amendment of to-day. 

Let us see how it is with other portions of this bill. I will take one 
schedule for illustration, and I want the attention of the Senator from 
Ohio and the Senator from Rhode Island, both members of the Finance 
Committee. I will not go over the question of free labor against slave 
labor, and the interest of the producer against the refiner, because | 
went over it yesterday; but it is proposed to strike down this agricul! 
ural interest, solely and entirely contined to this country and the peo 
ple of this country, and directly involving the interests of 400,000 people 
and over 30,000 laborers by reducing the ad valorem duty to 35 per 
cent., and that by gentlemen who stand upon a national platform which 
says where there is a discrimination it shall le 


American 
labor. 


d against the other side pet 
sistently a tariff of from 55 to 60 per cent 


in favor of 
rhese same gentlemen have vot 


throughout the bill, exes pt 

in regard to a portion of the metal scheduk Mr. CAMERON, of Wis 
consin, rose.| I understand all about lumbe1 

Mr. CAMERON, of Wisconsin 1 do not want to sav anything about 


lumber. I want to inquire of the Senator from Lou 
agrees with the Senator from Texas [ Mr. Coke], who pur 
pose in levying a duty upon sugar was not to protect the American la 
borer, was not to protect the producers of su mere] 


lana whether he 


} 
ud that the pur 


to 


the purpose of revenus 

Mr. KELLOGG I can understand the position tak rv tl 
ator from Texas As | understand him, holding the views that |} 
differing from the views entertained by a majority of Senators : 
the Senators in the aggregate, I think, upon this side, he holds 1 
revenue from sugar is the largest, that it is the easiest obtained 
expense to the Government, and he gave us his views in full yesterday 


I do not share those views except so far as obtaining revenue ¢ 


considered, but I think it is just and right to discriminate in tiv 
the agricultural interests of the country as the manufaeturing in { 
the crowing of sug: y ot ri nodity or product or staph nd | 
have voted accordin Phat \ I voted as | did in regard to t] 
schedule to which 1] ibout to eall attention as an illustratio 

Take Schedule By i ling pottery and glass Che question cams 
before the Senate upon the amendment offered, [I think, by the Senator 
from Kentucky | Mr. Beck}, and the Senate refused to reduce the rate 
of the tariff upon china, porcelain, and stone-war provided by thi 
bill reported to the Senat The duty is from 55 to 65 per cent., a 


cording to the estimate of the Tariff Commission, and this is the pro 
tection that the bill gives to this int It wiv 
protection to glass and g ware as the present duties give if you make 
allowance for the repeal of the tax on the charges. I am aware that the 
committee say they propose a repeal of the tax on the charges. 1 will 
not go into that, butit is avery small item when you come to analyze it 
On cut and ornamented glass, which includes the great mass of glass 

ware used on the tables of the middle classes, the present duty is 40 
per cent. ad valorem, and the bill provides for 45 per cent. duty, less 


rest es just about the 


sult 


LASS 


the taxes on the charges 


Take common window-glass, not exceeding 10 by 15 inches, the old 
tariff is 1} cents per pound. The Senate bill makes no change 

I believe there was an amendment offered to reduce it on the othe: 
side, I am not sure but it was voted down with the usual persistency 
and the usual consistency, as manifested in this proposition to reduce 
the duty on a product of Louisiana, an agricultural industry, grown by 
home labor, to 25 and 55 per cent., while they voted upsmall panes of 
window-glass as high as it has ever been, or higher. 

Mr. ROLLINS. I wish the Senator would state as 
how the Louisiana Senators voted on those variou 


lie prin aionye 


items Phat would 
add something to our information 
Mr. MILLER, of New York. Will the Senator allow me to correct 
him’? The duty upon window-glass was put down by vote of th 
Senate from the report of the commission. 
Mr. KELLOGG. I am speaking of the bill 
Mr. MILLER, of New York. The Senator stated that the duty on 


window-glass was fixed by the Senate as recommended by the commis- 
sion. It was reduced one-fourth of a cent a pound 

Mr. KELLOGG. That left it at 59.72 percent. That is 15 percent 
above what the Senator from Maine proposes on sugar, and I will guai 
antee if you will look at the Recorp you will find that he voted against 
that proposition. Iam not sure. On window-glass 
by 24 inches the 2 cents a pound, or 74.16 percent.; and not ex 
ceeding 24 by 30 inches the duty is 2) cents, or 82.35 per cent. Above 
that it is 3 cents, o1 That Senators voted, and still they 
are carping at this question of Louisiana sugar produced by black labor 


not exceeding 16 
duty is 


84.75 per cent 


The imports of glass of this character in 1882 were about 50,000,000 
pounds This class embraces all the common window-glass for ord 
nary dwellings, and any one can see at a glance that the rates ar 
tortionately high 

On the other hand, under the head of **‘ Glass manufactures not othe 
wise enumerated,’’ as polished window-glass, which now p litt] 


ys a 
less than 41 per cent., it is proposed by the bill to place a tax of 457 








ae aes 


f 
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cent., and so I might go through the bill. ‘Thatshows the consistency 
of gentlemen. Here I have sat day after day and voted with my friends 
on this side, including the Senator from Maine, for the kind of tarifl 
that I have stated here as to this one single schedule, and it will apply 
with but few exceptions to most of the articles enumerated in the bill 
except lumber, and they are groaning night and dayand agonizing and 
sending up «a cry from one end of the country to the other where they 
are interested in lumber, asking us to review and reverse our action ot 
the other day, and pleading to Senators who voted the other way to vote 
in favor of imposing a duty upon lumber as provided by the bill. Ido 
not think the duty is too much. 1 voted with the Senator from Maine 
the other day. If you will lookat the Recorp you will see that I voted 
persistently if not consistently, and I am willing to vote again to put 
the tax upon lumber as fixed by the committee; but I donot think it is 
right for the Senator from Maine to pursue the course he has taken for 
any reason. Ido not suppose he is actuated by the idea that he can 
retaliate because my colleague and some of my Democratic friends voted 
in favor of putting lumber on the free-list by pitching into sugar and 
striking down the black laborers of Louisiana who vote the Republican 
ticket in the face of that provision of the national platform upon which 
we all stand on this side of the Chamber that says when there is a dis- 
crimination and when there is a tariff imposed it shall always be first 
in favor of the American laborer. 

Mr. HOAR. Ishould like toask the Senator from Louisiana a single 
question, with his permission. 

Mr. KELLOGG. Certainly. 

Mr. HOAR. What in his judgment is a just ad valorem protection 
for the sugar which is raised by his constituents ? 

Mr. KELLOGG. I willtellyoufrankly. Iwentoverthat ground the 
night before last pretty fully, and I think I can state it in a moment. 
‘The present tariff is 2) cents a pound on the grade of sugar that we are 
interested in. The Tariff Commission proposes 2}, the committee bill 
proposes practically 2. That is the whole thing in a nutshell. How- 
ever, the people who best understand the subject in Louisiana believe 
that the least duty that will suffice to give them the degree of protec- 
tion they need to enable them to compete successfully with the foreign 
producer or importer is 2} cents a pound, reducing the present rate 
one-quarter of a cent., which would give, as we think, about 54 or 55 
per cent, ad valorem. 

Mr. HOAR 
expect by that 55 per cent. ad valorem protection which he asks to 
diminish the price of sugar immediately by reason of an increased 
tacility and skill in production, or an extended production, or does he 
think that the addition to the price of all the sugar in this country is 
to be a permanent addition? 

Mr. KELLOGG. I do not think the Senator was in the Chamber 
yesterday when I stated that owing to improvements in machinery and 
a better cultivation of the land, secured by modern knowledge, &c., 
in fertilizing the land, and the better system of labor, that is more in 
vogue and increasing beneficially every year, and more systematic and 
more economical, the planter can succeed now with the 2} cents duty, 
and soon with 2 cents, and perhaps with less. 

1 think it is a popular idea that you must reduce the tariff on sugar 
below No. 13 in order to secure the lowest cost to the consumer, be- 
cause the consumer (as I explained yesterday, and I wish the Senate 
would bear this in mind and keep in view of the fact that it has not 
been successfully contradicted or met) purchases that commodity which 
comes from the refiner, and on that commedity the duty is practically 
prohibitory, so that last year there were only between 50,000 and 60, - 
000 pounds that came in from abroad to compete with the American 
refiner—the sugar which goes upon your tables and which is used gen- 
erally by the consumers throughout the country, against 150,000,000 
pounds of sugar below No. 13 and generally No. 7, or including No. 7 
and below it, that come in from abroad that was imported and went 
into the hands of the refiners, and going through their hands made the 
commodity that you purchase and use upon your tables. I showed 
that plainly yesterday. I challenge the Senator from Rhode Island to 
look at the price in California, and I made it so plain that he who runs 
may read. There is one single statement that to-day in San Francisco 
the suger that is used upon the tables of the people of that city costs 
trom 9 to 10 cents per pound, while the sugar from which it is made in its 
crude state comes here free from the Sandwich Islands and goes into the 
hands of the refiners at a cost of 2 or 3 cents per pound. 

Mr. JONAS. Will my colleague permit me in support of what he has 
said to read an opinion of David A. Wells, who has been quoted exten- 
sively this morning? 

Mr. KELLOGG. I wish you would. 

Mr. JONAS. David A. Wells in his report on the assessment and 
collection of duties on imported sugars says: 

The evidence seems to be incontrovertible that, so far as the mere process or 
art is concerned, sugars can now be refined in the United States to any de- 
gree of purity cheaper than in any other country. The claim, therefore, that 
through any modification of the tariff, or in the event of the abolition of all du- 
ties, sugars suited to the wants of the masses can be sold at a cheaper rate, ab- 


solutely or comparatively, than they now are in the United States, rests upon 
no good and suflicient foundation. 


An admission that the control of the market is in the bands of the 
refining interest. 


May I ask the Senator a further question? Does he | 





Mr. KELLOGG. I have endeavored to answer the questions asked 
me by the Senator from Massachusetts. I repeat that 2} cents, wit) th 
improved machinery now used upon the plantations and in the sy« 
houses of Louisiana and the improved system of labor, is as low a rate a 
the planter can subsist upon. I want to press home again in reply tot 
other question asked by the Senator from Massachusetts, how do we .. 
pect to cheapen sugar, the fact that we can not cheapen sugar by red yj, 
the rate of duty on sugar below 13 Dutch standard. Yoa may se... 
the records for the last ten years and you will see that whenever sue, 
is cheap it is just at that time of the year when the Louisiana ¢yo), 
ranging from 80,000 to 100,000 tons, is thrown upon the market. 
None of this sugar goes to California, for, as I have stated, the re{iyer. 
there with an iron grasp hold the markets in their hands and levy jy\}). 
ute upon every class of society. So do the refiners of the North, exce: 
when the crop comes into competition and tempers the market. \\y. 
raised nearly one-half of the sugars consumed in this country in 1559 
and 1860, With the sorghum that is growing up if the industry ix 
fostered as it ought to be by a judicious tariff it will far exceed th, 
present product, amounting this year to $25,000,000 in value as against 
the eighty-odd million dollars of value of importations that the Senator 
from Alabama [Mr. MoRGAN] stated. I think he is mistaken, tir | 
think the value of importation last year from foreign countries was be- 
tween $90,000,000 and $100,000,000. In a decade of years at least we 
shall be able to furnish the whole country with a staple grown here fo; 
home consumption, but you can not do it by reducing the tariff on th: 
low grade of sugar. 

Mr. ALLISON. Before the Senator sits down I should like to ask 
him a question. He states that 2} cents is the lowest possible duty 
that the Louisiana laborcanendure. If that be trueit must be becans 
2} cents a pound would be added to the price of sugar. 

Mr. KELLOGG. Ibtis. 

Mr. ALLISON. Then if we reduce the duty below 2} cents, \ 


eine 


not that have the effect of reducing the price of sugar per pound 

Mr. KELLOGG. No. 

Mr. ALLISON. Why not? 

Mr. KELLOGG. Because you may bring sugar in at the lo 
price, paying 1{ or 2,'; cents a pound; and that is the lowest « 
sugar, is it not? 

Mr. ALLISON. At present. 

Mr. KELLOGG. Wipe out the sugar-planter of Louisiana ti 
moment and you will not reduce the value to the consumer oi 
because that low grade of sugar, coming in at a low rate of dut 
into the hands of the refiner, and the refiner controls the market ; 
lutely. 

Mr. ALLISON. But I can not quite get to understand the 


Vis 


from Louisiana. If we reduce the rate of duty upon sugar he says it will 
not reduce the price of sugar. That is what he says in one breath 

and then he says in the other if we do not keep the duty on sugar at ») 

cents a pound the Louisiana planter will be lost. I can not understand 
that. 


Mr. KELLOGG. The price of our average sugar is about 5! cents a 
pound. The average price paid for refined sugar is 8} and 9 cents per 
pound. Youcan notexpect sugar at less than 5or 5) centsa pound. It 
you will put us upon the same footing with the refiner and not discrim- 
inate in favor of the refiner by reducing the duty on the lower grades 
and reduce it on the higher, we shall come into the market and maintain 
our industry and at the same time put on your tables a sugar worth 5! 
cents a pound. 

Mr. ALLISON. In other words, become the refiners yourselves. 

Mr. KELLOGG. Becoming the refiners ourselves. We can atlord 
to do it. We have refineries growing up all over the country, but we 
can not get all this vast and expensive and complicated machinery to 
go down from the North when we cut down the industry and contine it 
to a few refiners in the North. Does any Senator fail to understand it’ 
In other words, is there any Senator who doubts, is he so blind that h« 
can not see that this raid upon the Louisiana planters has been organ- 
ized systematically, as shown by your petitions, by the letters sent to 
you by the refiners, and when the Senator from Maine tells us within 
the last twenty-four hours that the refiners do not care a cent about 
the duty; that they are not interested in it, do not care a sou marque: 
and still comes in here to-day and in deference to their behests, or 1! 
not to their behests to their interests, increases his amendment 10) pe: 
cent. ad valorem, which shows that they have considerable interest 
and if you will look upon your schedule of duties and imports you wil! 
see that there are only 50,000 pounds now imported in the last year 0! 
all the sugar that is refined, that is handled by the refiners and sold by 
the refiners, and all of the vast quantity sold in this country, amounting 
to millions upon millions and tens of millions, which comes from the 
refiner at 8} and 9 cents a pounds, and that 1,500,000,000 pounds are 
imported of that grade of sugar of No. 7 and below No. 7? 

Finally, I want to know, and I have asked that question twenty 
times, if there is one member of the Committee on Finance who w ill 
stand up here and say that the duty on refined sugar is not absolute!) 

rohibitory? If he admits that he gives away his whole case, whoe ve! 
e is. 

Mr. BLAIR. Do I understand that the proposition is to reduce the 

tariff more largely upon the refined sugar than upon crude, the product 
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of the Louisiana planter? I do not see any relief to theconsumer. If 
the American refiner now has the control of the American market there 
is no way to bring in competition against him but by reducing the tariff 
upon the high sugarsso that the foreign refiner may sell here as against 
him. The only way that there can be any ultimate good, if the tariff 
is not reduced upon refined sugars, is under the operation of the exist- 
ing tariff, which I suppose to be largely profitable either to the Ameri- 
can refiner, or by competition between American establishments, which 
will reduce the price of the refined sugar here in the same way that the 
cotton manufacturers by their competition have reduced the price o 
cottons manufactured in this country trom 60 cents down to 5 cents. 


| 
{ 
| 


{i 


The point in my mind, what I should like to know in regard to it, is | 


what reduction upon the tariff on refined sugars is necessary in order 
that we may enable the foreign refiner to compete with the American 
refiner? How much reductionshould there be upon the refined sugar ? 

Mr. KELLOGG. I will state to the Senator the way to test it, and 
I ask the attention of Senators especially on the other side. The way 


to settle this is just to put a rate of duty at 2) cents per pound, if you | 


please, upon all kinds of sugar below No. 13, above No. 13 and not be- 
low No. 16, and above No. 16 and not below No. 20, and on all above 
No. 20. That is easy. Say that every pound of sugar that comes into 
this country shall pay so much specific duty, and then you can do away 
with your polariscopic test, your ad valorem, all this complication of 
two hemispheres that the Senator from Alabama talks about, and then 
that will solve the great question as to whether the Louisiana planter 
is right, and it will solve it very quickly as to the refiner, how it puts 
down the article that goes upon your table, and in which the consumer 
is interested, while it will leave the Louisiana planter to live, if not to 
thrive; to subsist, if not to derive a profit. 

Mr. BLAIR. Whatevidenceisthere that the American refiner makes 
anything more than a reasonable profit? It is already admitted that 
the American refiner can refine more cheaply than any other retiner in 
the world. If he makes only a living protit, why should there be any 
reduction of the tariff upon either the crude or the refined sugar?) What 
is the fact as to the American refiner making a reasonable protit ? 

Mr. KELLOGG. Of course | will not endeavor to go into that ques- 
tion. It is an interminable question. 

Mr. BLAIR. The whole question is right there. No man who be- 
lieves in a protective tariff proposes to destroy any American industry. 
The refining industry is an American industry, just as much as the 
original production by the planter. The plantersays he can not endure 
a reduction of any consequence. 

If the refiner says, and establishes the truth of the statement, that 
he can not endure a reduction without the destruction of his industry, 
then you ought not to reduce the tariff at all, either as to the planter 
or as to the refiner; we should leave the law as it is, or we should add 
to the tariff on sugar. The whole thing is just in this one question of 
fact, it seems to me: First, as to the producer, the planter, does he 
make more than he ought to? Second, does the refiner make more 
than he ought to? Those are questions of fact, and upon those ques- 
tions the committee and everybody else are as much at sea as though 
they were dealing with original chaos. I do think somebody who has 
had an opportunity of investigating this question as a matter of fact 
ought to make known to the Senate whether the refiner is accumulat- 
ing an undue advantage out of his business, or whether the planter is 
doing so; and if neither is getting more thana fair profit upon his capi- 
taland upon his labor, for which he is obliged to pay, we ought, it 
seems to me, not only to leave the tariff where it is, but we ought to 
add to it. Those are questions of fact I should like to be informed 


upon. 

Mr. KELLOGG. As I said, that isan interminable question. Iam 
not going to inquire here whether Mr. Spreckels, of California, is a poor 
man ora rich one; whether the refiner makes any money here or on the 
Pacific coast; whether the Havemevers, covering an acre of ground 
nearly with their works built up at Brooklyn, are poor menor rich men; 
or whether the Boston refiners are making money or not, because if 
they are not makiug money of course they would not be building them, 
they would not be adding immensely to their possessions, they would 
not be doing an immense monopolizing business, they would not be 
building palatial residences and warehouses and refineries tiat cost a 
million and a half or two million dollars, as I think the Senator trom 
Ohio will admit is a fact. But of course they are very poor men, and 
Spreckels to-day is compelled to ride in a horse-car and borrow tickets 
to get from here to Willard’s Hotel, or wherever he stops. Everybody 
knows that. Now, if the Senator is really in earnest and wants to go 
into the question of whether these refiners are making money I will go 
into it; but I call attention to the fact that the Senator from Maine 
said yesterday that the refiner did not ask any odds on this question 
of duty. 

Mr. BLAIR. I did not expect to get into a debate on this matter, 
but I was in pursuit of information. I have nothing to do with Mr. 
Spreckels. I understand hehasamonopoly. He is onthe Pacific coast; 
and the Atlantic coast refiners and Mr. Spreckels are in no way con- 


transportation that protects him and makes him a millionaire. 














them do it 
nected with each other, because between them intervenes this extensive | im Cuba. 


The | 
question we are dealing with is as to the profits of the American re- | document. 


finers generally, those who are subject to the operation of the existing | 


tariff in the Mississippi Valley 
Atlantic coast. 
capital ? 


cussion, an 


, in the South, in the North, and on the 

Are they making more than a reasonable protit on their 

Phat is what | think is the essential point in this whole dis 
1 upon this question of fact somebody ought to know si 


‘ 








i ue 
thing. 

Mr. KELLOGG. Mr. President, having said what I have said in r 
gard to the Havemeyers and Spreckels, and these people, I do not pro 
pose to go into that matter further 

This is a plain proposition. If the sugar that is made for 9 cents can 
be reduced to 5 cents or 3} to 4 cents a pound, will the Senator from 
Maine or any other Senator stand before the country and say that, 
whether a few refiners get rich or grow poor, there shall be a prohibitory 
tariff on the articles they use that will keep up their sugar to 9 cents 
when the removal of the high duty will reduce it to 4 cents? That i 
a plain, practical proposition. If they do not make money on melada 
and tank-bottoms, that come in here at 1) cents a pound, which they 
make into clarified sugar; and if they do not make money on the lowest 
grade of sugar No. 7, and under, paying 2,7, cents per pound duty, when 
after it goes through their hands they get three tim much for it 
then it is their fault. That is a plain proposition 

Moreover I will make here to-day a proposition in the interest of the 
producer, and agree to stand by it, to put the tariff at 2) centson every 
pound of sugar that comes in irrespectiveof the grade, quality, or chat 
acter; that will bring them face to face with the question, aid if thes 
will not agree to that it shows that they are making money, will it not 
Will any Senator dispute the proposition that under such a tariff'as that 
sugar will go on your tables at 4} or 5 cents less per pound? If that 
be so, we will take the proposition, abide by it, and be glad to get it 
That wiil protect our home product, while it will bring our retiners of 
the finer grades of sugar face to face with the refiners of Cuba and ot her 
foreign countries, Just as you propose to march up our brawny labore 


in the South, well-clothed and well-housed and receiving irom So cents 
to $1.20 per day for their wages, face to face with coolies and slave 


Ww ho wear breech-cloths and live on 3 ex nts pt I day and are paid notover 
a shilling a day 
Mr. BLAIR. On that question I should like to ask the Senator doc 4 


he know whether the colored laborer on the Southern cane plantations 


receives 8&5 cents to $1.25 in money, or whether the plantet pays him 
from that material which he himself buys and sells‘ 

Mr. KELLOGG 1 will tell the Senator cheerfully. lam glad he 
has asked the question 4 the exact schedule trom some of the 
planters 

Mr. BLAIR It the Senator is lo ux the matter up, the question 


would be more exactly pertinent if | were to inquire whe 
laborer receives his pay, from whatever source it come 
the plante 


ther the colored 
3, Whether from 


rs or middle 


r men, in money ? 
Mr. KELLOGG He does 
Mr. BLAIR. That is the point. 


Mr. KELLOGG. 


gives to the laborer m 


Ile receivescash. Thesystem is this: The planter 
, ora check on which he goes to the store of 
the planter; there are stores on every plantation or adjacent thereto; 
and the laborer gets his commodities for these checks the same as though 
he had cash. ‘The sugar-planter of Louisiana pays for the cultivation 
of the crop on an average per hand per day $1; for hoe-hands, 8&5 cents 
During the harvest season cane-cutters are paid $1 and for special work, 
such as ditch-building, leve« 8, wc., $1.25 to $1.50; sugar-house work, 
$1.25 to $2.50. The sugar-house men get 75 cents extra for what is 
called their extra duty or a watch of six hours, so that practically they 
get $2.50 a day during the grinding season. 
rations. The planter provides the laborer a comiortable house, garden, 
and fuel. Some planters pay cane-cuiters $1.25 per day and 75 cents 
extra for night-work as I have stated. 

Mr. BLAIR. What is the season during which they are employed ? 

Mr. KELLOGG. Iam glad the Senator has brought that question 
up, because it gives just the opportunity I want: 

The Cuban planter, as a rule, pays forthe Chinese labor he 
month or M38 per year 


mney 





This does not include 


controls $4 per 


I read from an address by some of the planters in Louisiana. The 


facts can not be disputed— 


and the estimated cost of feeding the Chinamen on rice and jerked beef is 10 
cents per day or $36 per year. Other incidental expenses will make a totai of 
not exceeding $100 per year. Under their present laws they pay their slave la- 
borers the same. In Jamaica, Santa Cruz, Barbadoes, and the other Weet India 
Islands, the standard wages for free laborers is 245 cents per day. In Demerara, 
where cooly labor is largely employed, the usual cost is about 16 cents per day 
and rations. As against all these the standard wages in Louisiana for first-class 
field laborers is from 85 cents to $1.25 per day; for second class 75 to 8 cents; 
for special work, such as ditching, building levees, &c., $1.25 to $1.50; for sugar- 
house work, $1.25 to $2.50, and extra for night work; and there is furnished the 
laborer a comfortable house, garden, and firewood. During the harvest season, 
which continues about ten weeks or seventy days, the laborer may at his op 

tion earn 50 to 75 cents for working half the night. There is always plenty of 
work to do, and his employment is censtant. Forty-two weeks of ordinary 
labor, equal to two hundred and fifty-two days or ten weeks harvest sea 

son, or seventy days, is $70, and seventy half nights, at his option, at 65 cents is 
$5, or a total of $967 that the unskilled laborer may earn, and thousands of 
and this is over three and one-half times the cost of the same labor 
Mechanics and other skilled laborers are paid much higher 1 


Mr. BLAIR 


‘ 
ale 


I notice that the Senator is reading 
He himself knows whether it is true. 
Mr. KELLOGG. I do. 


from a print dl 
Does he indarse it? 
This is signed by a number of sugar-plant- 
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ers. It was read by my colleague the other day and made a partof his 
speech. This same information I have in manuscript, and also in a 
statement given me by Governor Warmoth as to what he paid upon his 
plantation; and Edward J. Gay, John Dymond, and F. M. Ames join 
in the same statement. I have heard the statement from Governor 
Warmoth’s own lips, and I know what we pay upon our plantations in 
Iberia Parish. 

One point I want to call the attention of the Senator from Massachu- 
setts to: 

A careful analysis of our expenses develops the fact that the cost of production 
ix composed of 70 per cent. human labor and 30 per cent, supplies—such as feed, 
oil, coal, tools, implements, and machinery. With the average cost of produc- 
tion of 5) cents, 70 per cent. thereof would show 3.85 cents per pound invested in 
human labor, and as we have shown before, our free labor costs us three and 
a half times as much as the slave and other labor of Cuba and the tropics, the 
Cuban would pay but two-sevenths of this 3.85 cents per pound expended in hu- 


man labor, and five-sevenths of it, or 2? cents per pound, is the excess we pay, 
as compared with their slave and semi-slave labor. 


Now notice: 


The Government is now collecting a shade under 2) cents on the foreign sugars 
imported— 


It is really 2.48 exactly. I said in reply to a question of the Senator 
from Massachusetts that it was 2}— 


and henee we now get less protection by one-fourth cent per pound than the 
excess of the cost of our free American labor over the cost of the slave and semi- 
slave labor of Cuba and the tropics. The report of the Tariff Commission rec- 
ommends a schedule of duties on sugar that will average but 2} cents per pound, 
placing us then ata disadvantage of one-fourth cent per pound, as compared 
with those using slave labor; and we therefore protest against any further re- 
duction. The Senate bill, beginningat 1) cents, would give but 2 cents per pound 
average duties and would be the equivalent of the law of 1870, under which we 
expenenced such great disaster. 


I think the crop then fell down to 65,000 tons, while it increased in 
I8N1 to 110,000 tons, and this year to 120,000 or thereabout, or a crop 


nearly $25,000,000 in value, against less than half that under the tariff 


of 1870. 

I rose for no other purpose in this instance than to call the attention 
of the Senate to the manner in which it had voted in regard to certain 
schedules, and I instanced this only by way of illustration. I might 
have gone through the whole bill. I ask Senators to again turn their 
attention and hereafter to examine for themselves my statement and 
verify it as to whether the tariff as left by the bill after it has passed 
the scrutiny and the votes upon the different amendments during the 
past fifteen or twenty days, while the bill has been under considera- 
tion, does not in most instances give a greater proportionate rate of ad 
valorem duty than is proposed either by the amendment of the Senator 
from Maine or by the committee amendment as to sugar. The indus- 
try of sugar, I take it, has as much claim, in all respects and in every 
point of view, as any manufacturing interest in the hands of a few local 
corporations or manutacturers. 

Mr. ALLISON. May Lask the Senator from Louisiana if he regards 
an ad valorem duty of 35 per cent. as a less rate of duty than the spe- 
citie rate proposed in the committee’s amendment? 

Mr. KELLOGG. Please repeat the question. 

Mr. ALLISON. Does the Senator regard the 35 per cent. ad valorem 
suggested by the Senator from Maine as a lower rate of duty than the 
specific duty proposed by the Finance Committee? 

Mr. KELLOGG. Oh, yes. Thirty-five per cent. is below the com- 
mittee’s bill. Ishould say the Senate bill would give 40 to 45 per cent. 
ad valorem. The Senator from Maine proposes a reduction to 35 per 
cent, That reduction would just ruin the Louisiana planter and com- 
pletely prostrate the industry. If the Louisiana planter, with his ex- 
pensive machinery and the high price he pays for supplies to the North- 
west and for transportation by steamboat or by railroad, as the case may 
be, growing his staple as he does under most disadvantageous, embar- 
rassing, expensive, and exacting circumstances, is to be mulcted in this 
manner and put under the hammer of revenue revision and reform by 
cutting down his ad valorem protection or duty to 35 per cent., as last 
proposed by the Senator from Maine, what shall be said of the manu- 
facture of window-glass and of all those articles of manufacture that I 
have been over—and I could go over many more, and point out in the 
different schedules of the bill—where you protect the man who has all 
the advantages of cheap labor in the North, and of cheap transportation, 
and of every facility in the way of not only cheap transportation, but 
all things around him calculated to make his labor profitable and to 
cheapen the cost of production of his manufactured article, when it is 
proposed to give from 60 to 75 per cent. ad valorem protection ? 

In one case it is proposed to give to a fewcorporations in Providence, 
Rhode Island, if you please, or in Boston or in New York or in Brook- 
lyn or in Philadelphia, 60 or 65 per cent. protection, employing a great 
many men, whether naturalized citizens or others makes no difference; 
while here, to a limited extent, in a locality comprising one-half the 
State of Louisiana, sugar is raised by brawny laborers who with all 
their multitudinous interests are citizens, men who participate at the 
hallot-box, and generally, I am glad to say, vote the Republican ticket. 
That proposition is made on this side, and I am sorry to say that the 
majority of my Republican friends yesterday put themselves on record 
against my black cohorts, against our friends in the South. 

Mr. MILLER, of New York. Did they carry the State? 


| 





Mr. KELLOGG. They did carry a portion of the State, 
Representative from that district. 

Mr. MILLER, of New York. Have they possession ? 

Mr. KELLOGG. They will have possession, God willing. 
pose to stamp them out, to grind them in the dust; and while you are 
doing it you have 60 or 75 per cent. on your manufacturers who turn 
out window-giass, small panes of glass, and who produce crockery-ware 
that goes upon the tables of the middle classes. : 

Mr. BECK. Will the Senator from Louisiana allow me to asi: 
a question ? 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. Does the Senator from Louisiang 
yield to the Senator from Kentucky ? : 

Mr. KELLOGG. Certainly. 

Mr. BECK. I only desire to obtain information. The proposition 
being 35 per cent. as made now by the Senator from Maine, is that 
more or less protection to the Louisiana planter than the bill of the 
Senate committee? 

Mr. KELLOGG. Less. 

Mr. BECK. About what does the Senator from Louisiana conside; 
that the Senate Finance Committee’s proposition is ad valorem % 

Mr. KELLOGG, I should think about 45per cent. I should think 
that if the proposition made of cutting down the present tariff one 
quarter of a cent a pound, leaving it, instead of 24, as it is, I think. 
now, 2} cents a pound, it would give about 55 or 60 per cent. ad ya- 
lorem duty, about what is given now on window-glass, crockery-ware, 
and the general average of this bill. If you give us2} cents, which th: 
Tariff Commission proposed, which is all we can carry, it would be 
just about the average here, except on a few articles in the metal sched- 
ule. Of course I do not take into account lumber, for that is a matte: 
for consideration hereafter. 

Mr. BLAIR. I should like to ask the Senator on this matter ot 
labor what proportion of the Southern sugar-planters are white and 
what are colored; and will he state to us, so far as he can, the numbe: 
of laborers employed upon the plantations, and whether the laborers 
are exclusively white or colored? Give us some idea as to whethe: 
these Southern plantations bear really any analogy to the manufactories 
of the North? 

Mr. KELLOGG. 


and heve « 


You pro- 


him 


That is what Il am trying to do. 

Mr. BLAIR. I should like to have the Senator explain all that. 

Mr. JONAS. Will the Senator from New Hampshire permit me to 
ask him a question’? 

Mr. BLAIR. Certainly. 

Mr. JONAS. I should like to know of the Senator whether a co!- 
ored laborer bears analogy to a white laborer? 

Mr. BLAIR. That is the question I was asking. 

Mr. JONAS. ‘The Senator’s question seemed to me to lead to the 
inference that there was a difference between a white man when em- 
ployed as a laborer, and a colored man. The labor employed in the 
cultivation of sugar is nearly all colored. 

Mr. BLAIR. That is the question I was asking the other Senator 
from Lotiisiana, and he was about to answer it. 

Mr. JONAS. Ithought the question of theSenator from New Hamp- 
shire as put implied that a colored laborer was not as good as a white 
laborer. 

Mr. BLAIR. I should be glad to have a full presentation of that 
aspect of the question. 

Mr. KELLOGG. In order to show the greatness of this interest as 
compared with the manufacturing interest that turns out window-panes 
and crockery at « few places in this country, I want to state in reply to 
the Senator from New Hampshire, while I am replying to the question 
whether our labor is white labor or colored labor, that we employ ninety 
millions of capital in Louisiana alone. 

Mr. BLAIR. Is the capital owned by colored people ? 

Mr. KELLOGG. Some. There areten millions of that in machinery 
alone, that was paid for machinery made at Cincinnati and at Reading 
and at West Point and New York and Philadelphia, and some in Bos- 
ton, I believe. This industry supports almost exclusively 400,000 
people. About two-thirds of those people, and probably more, are 
colored, formerly slaves. We have 1,200 large plantations, and they 
run through in area over a third or nearly one-half of the State, and 
we probably have, at a rough calculation, about 30,000 men, and a 
proportionate number of women and children, who go into the cane 
fields and into the sugar-houses and work, making, in all probability, 
sixty or seventy thousand people, engaged absolutely as laborers, and 
indirectly 400,000 people dependent on this industry for support. 

Mr. BLAIR. My question was how much of the capital is owned 
by white menand how much by colored men? What are these laborers, 
white or colored ? 

Mr. KELLOGG. lam coming to that. 

Mr. BLAIR. 1 thought the Senator was sitting down. 

Mr. KELLOGG. Oh, no. Asto the other branch of the inquiry, | 


wish I had the statistics before me—I have them in another place—in 
regard to the facilities for education afforded to the freedmen of the 
South, and I intended to use them at another time in advocacy of a 
resolution on the Calendar, and that I offered last session, calling for 
an expression of the Senate in favor of educational facilities to be afforded 
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py national aid to the South—I now state from memory, not having | 
those statistics before me, that we have a larger proportion of colored | 

ple in Louisiana who, free before the war and made free by the war, 
own property, real or personal, than any other four or tive States of the 
South. We have a more peaceable and quiet population, less turbulent 
at elections or at any other time, and perhaps by reason of this peculiar 
industry, because of the peculiar nature of this sugar industry, it is so 
sensitive that the laborer can not be tampered with. ‘There is no dis- | 
wsition to tamper with him. 

There are few sugar planters comparatively to cotton planters. They 
own large plantations, work a large number of hands; two or three 
hundred is not unusual for a large sugar planter. All these black peo- 
ple are acquiring property with scarce an exception, 2nd with scarce 
an exception the white people are afiording them every possible facility 
aequire property, and the black man in Louisiana in the sugar dis- 


) 
pe understands just as well as the Senator from New Hampshire does | 
the necessity and the advantage of acquiring property, real and per- | 
sonal. It is a common thing to hear them discuss at their meetings the | 
way they pay 5 cents or 10 cents tax where the planter pays $10; they 
say the 10 cents is worth as much to them as the planter’s hundred or | 
thousand dollars to him, and they are coming as property owners and | 
tax-payers to see to it that no improper men are put over them as ofli- | 
cers to extort from them unjust taxes. The planter is working in per- | 
fect harmony and accord with the colored man in that portion of Louisi- | 
ana especially to-day, and each one respects the rights of the other. | | 
should say there is not a colored man in Louisians, working on a pian- | 
tation in the sugar region who does not own his holding, or scarcely 
any, except a few shiftless, drunken fellows, and he owns his household 
{urniture and lives in a respectable cabin, it may be atforded by the 
planter. The aggregate amount of wealth | should say would be some- 
where from eight to nine millions owned by the colored people and 
upon which they pay taxes. 

Mr. BLAIR. Now, we have listened to the Senator irom Louisiana, 
who has given us, I doubt not, a faithful statement of the natural, the 
inevitable, and the real influence upon the Southern colored laborer of 
the doctrine of protection as applied to the suger interest. He has 
drawn, let me say, a very truthful picture in complete analogy with 
the same effect on the white laborer at the North. I think ourtriends 
from the South on the other side of the Chamber, who are continually 
speaking to us of the degrading, belittling effect of this doctrine of pro- 
tection and of the system of factory labor which we have at the North, 
might then ask themselves if this is true which the Senator has just 
stated in regard to the colored race; whether they can believe that the 
same institutions and the same principles operating upon the Anglo- 
Saxon, the white man of the North, would be likely to produce any dif- 
ferent effect, when right there among themselves they see the most com- 
plete possible reply in an existing institution, in an existing matter of | 
fact among themselves, to all the arguments which border upon black- 
guardism with which they assail Northern industry. 

Mr. BECK. [I rose yesterday afternoon just betore the adjournment 
and asked some questions of the Senator from Maine and others about | 
their objections to the Finance Committee’s sugar amendment. | am 
entirely satistied the more I hear that the effort to get away from that 
proposition is simply on the part of the retiners, because it is doing bet- 
ter for the planters of Louisiana than any proposition that was made, | 
unless perhaps the proposition of the Senator from Alabama might do | 
as well, or the coalition or partnership or whatever it may be for awhile | 
of the ad valorem rate of the Senator from Maine. When the Senator | 
from Maine withdrew his first proposition, which the Senator from Ala- 
hama thought was right, and demanded 28.6 per cent. more protection 
for the refiners than he was willing to allow the Louisiana planter, I | 
knew that was where it would come. 

The Senator from Louisiana admits that the Senate committee's prop- | 
osition, while lower than he thinks it ought to be for the protection of 
the lower grades of sugars with the limitations placed upon the higher 
grades of sugar by it, is better than anything else that has been pro- 
posed. 

Look at the Senator from Maine’s amendment for example. What is 
it? Ifa thousand pounds of sugar No. 13 worth 4 cents a pound come 
in, they are worth $40, and pay $14 duty at 35 per cent. ad valorem. 
If a thousand pounds of sugar worth 8 cents and being over No. 16, 
which the refiners have to deal with, are imported, that cargo is of course 
worth $80, and at 35 per cent. duty it pays $28. But he is not quite 
content with that. He says that if the higher grade of sugar is im- 
ported it must pay 45 per cent. or he must have $36 protection on every 
one hundred pounds of sugar that comes in. 

_ The Senator from Maine understands and the refiners all understand 
it perfectly, for they are the best informed men as to the value of these | 
things. They have the duty now absolutely prohibitory, because all 

the sugar imported is ot the lower grades, under the grade that they | 
have to deal with and against which they ask protection. Altogether | 
the imports of the higher grades amounted to less than $92,000 in value | 
out of $84,000,000. The importation of the grades from No. 13 to No. 
16 and from No. 16 to No. 20 all told amounted to less than $92,000 in 
value, and paid duty at the rate of 74.54 per cent., 65.23, and 60.91 per | 
cent., being really an absolute prohibition. It is conceded that these 
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men can work as cheap as any men in the world, that they can excel} 
men in all other countries, and to show what they are doing they ex 
ported last vear of refined sugars 13,761,069 pounds, and collected back, 


as Was averred in the Treasury Department, a much higher rate of draw 
| back than they paid as duty on the original sugar that they imported 


They not only need no protection but they actually draw out of the 
Treasury for every cent they import quite as much as they pay, and 
the Treasury Department charges a great deal more, as the books show 
13,761,069 pounds of their product exported, and yet the Senator trom 
Maine demands that they shall have 28.6 per cent. more protection 
on the duty, by making it 45 per cent. instead of 35 per cent., than he 
is willing to allow the Louisiana planter. And he is the great cham 
pion of the reduction of taxation! He taunted us all yesterday that 
we were willing to put on this enormous tarit Why is he secking to 
put the tariff 28.6 per cent. of the duty, being the proportion ten hears 
to thirty-five, in favor of men who are the richest men in this country, 
who have a monopoly now of all the grades trom No. 13 up and have 
had it for years? And yet he is going to give them 45 per cent. ad va 
lorem as against 35 per cent. which he is willing to allow the plantet 
That is his proposition, and that is the proposition the Senate is called 
to vote upon. Senators, the more I look at it—while I donot pretend 
to have the accurate knowledge that other gentlemen have—the better 
Lam satisfied that the proposition reported by the committee is the 
very best that the Louisiana man can get, and it is better for 


the con 
sumer, 
Mr. GEORGE. Why better tor the consumer ? 
Mr. BECK. It is better for the consumer because we have cut down 


and virtually destroyed the existing monopoly on the part of our retin 
ers and allowed foreign refiners to compete with them and make them 
sell their sugars cheaper than they are doing now, and cheaper than any 
other proposition before the Senate will compel them to do; and as nim 
tenths of the sugar consumed in the country is sugar that has passed 
through the hands of the retiner, the lower we bring down his product 
the sharper we make the competition between foreign retiners and Ame 
ican refiners, the cheaper the Senator from Mississippi and myself will 
get the sugar we eat. That is what is the trouble now with the retin 
ers and with some gentlemen on the other side. They do not care for 
the Louisiana planter or producer; they desire to keep up the prohibi 
tion as against any competition with the refiners, and let them charge 
what they please for the sugars we consume 
fortunes have been made 

Mr. VOORHEES. Let me ask the Senator from Kentucky whethe: 
it is not a fact that all the planting interests in Louisiana take a difler 


There is where the great 


| ent view of this subject from that which he entertains? 


Mr. BECK. I think the planting interests of Louisiana represented 


| by the Senators take the same view as I do, except that I favor a lowes 


rate. 
Mr. JONAS. 1 take the same 
Mr. BECK. And so does the other Senator trom Louisiana 
Mr. VOORHEES. Then what is this discussion about ? 
misunderstood the Senator trom Louisiana. 
Mr. BECK. The Senator from Indiana studied it no doubt as care 
fully as he could, and so did I, in committee, and I think we both 
changed our minds more than once in the progress of the argument; I 


View. 


I must have 


| know I did; but at last, alter hearing a good deal and thinking a good 


deal, I have come to the conclusion that the proposition made by the 
committee is the best for these people. We begin with 1} ce 
at 75° of the polarisecope. 

Mr. JONAS. If the Senator from Kentucky will permit me to in 


nts a pound 


| terrupt him a moment, I did not intend to say, as the Senator from 


Indiana seems to have understood, that the planting interest is satisfied 
with the rate in the Senate bill. I meant to say that they preferred it 
infinitely to the proposition of the Senator from Maine. 

Mr. VOORHEES. Asa matter of course I was astounded by 
answer of the Senator trom Louisiana. 
it. 


the 
I thought I did not understand 

I am very glad he has made the correction 
Mr. JONAS. I meant that they agreed with the Senator from Ken 
tucky, that the proposition of the Senator from Maine would place the 
market, practically, under the control of the refining interest, and the 
only mode of cheapening the price of sugar is to permit competition with 
the refiners of this country. 

Mr. VOORHEES. I have understood further (and J have acted upon 
that idea) that the planting interest of Louisiana prefers the bill re 
ported by the commission to that which is known as the amendment 
offered by the Finance Committee 

Mr. JONAS. Yes, sir. 

Mr. VOORHEES. It was to that question that | spoke. 1 had no 
reference to the amendment offered by the Senator from Maine 

Mr. JONAS. I misunderstood the Senator. 

Mr. VOORHEES. I thought there was a misunderstanding 

Mr. BECK. The Senators from Louisiana prefer the Tariff Commi- 
sion report so ur as it applies to sugar below No. 15, but as tothe Tarifl 
Commission’s rate for the refiners on sugars over No. 13, I think they 
do not approve it, but they agree that the Senate bill is a better restri 
tion upon the refiners than the Tariff Commission bill. There is wh: 
the Senator from Indiana, | think, makes a mistake as to the grad 
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above No. 13, where the Tariff Commission allows the refiner a much 
larger protection in proportion than the Senate committee has allowed 
him. He failed to make that distinction yesterday, to which I called 
his attention then. 

Mr. VOORHEES. I regard the dutieson the grades above No. I3as 
virtually prohibitory. I have not been satisfied withthem. I thought 
it was a measure largely in the interest of the refiner. The remarks I 
made yesterday were addressed mainly to the low grades and in the 
interest of the planters. 

Mr. BECK. I think the mistake the Senator made yesterday was in 
supposing that the Senate bill was more in the interest of the refiners 
than the Tariff Commission’s report. A comparison will show that he 
was mistaken there. 

Mr. GEORGE. I wish to ask the Senator from Kentucky a question. 
By the proposition of the Finance Committee does he mean the amend- 
ment or the bill? 

Mr. BECK. The amendment is the proposition of the Finance Com- 
mittee. 

Mr. MORGAN. The amendment offered by the Senator from Ver- 
mont on behalf of the committee levies a specific duty. If the Senator 
from Kentucky could get the equivalent of those rates in an ad valorem 
tax, would he or would he not prefer that? 

Mr. BECK. If I can get something in that shape, so as to separate 
the two interests of the producer and the refiner and keep the refiner 
from getting too much advantage over the producer, then I would pre- 
fer the duties to be ad valorem; but I can not do it. 

Mr. MORGAN. Why can not that be done under an ad valorem 
rate as well as it can be done under a speciiic rate? 

Mr. BECK. It can not for this reason, according to my idea: If you 
give the American refiner no advantage at all over the foreign refiner 
he can not refine in this country, if there is anything in the idea that 
you pay more here for labor or anything else. 

Mr. MORGAN. If that is so why not divide the sugars into differ- 
ent schedules or classifications, asthe Senator from Maine has done, and 
give the American refiner the advantage over the foreign refiner ? 

Mr. BECK. The Senate committee propose to give a percentage over 
the foreign refiner as low as we think it is safe to goand still have com- 

yelition, 
Mr. MORGAN. I do not speak now of changing the rates the com- 
mittee propose; I am speaking of changing those rates to the corre- 
sponding ad valorem rates; why can not that be done? 

Mr. BECK. Ido not know whether it can or not. 
no objection to it. 
to handle. 

Mr. MORGAN. Can the Senator from Kentucky see any reason why 
that can not be done? The Senator trom Kentucky and other Sena- 
tors have already stated to the Senate what the ad valorem duty is. 

Mr. BECK. I have not, for I do not know. 

Mr. MORGAN, If the Senator does not know how much that is, 
who does? 

Mr. BECK. 
sugar schedule. 

Mr. MORGAN. I believe the Senator said he had changed his opin- 
ion frequently about it. 

Mr. BECK. I have. 

Mr. MORGAN, I want to get on a basis that we shall have an un- 
derstanding of what we are doing. 

Mr. BECK. All I can say now is that, as far as I have been able to 
study it, the proper relation is named by the committee amendment 
nearer than anything I have been able to ascertain, and I was about to 
sty when the Senator called me off fora moment that the Louisiana 
people are not hurt quite as badly as they think they are. The polar- 
iscope test of 75°, beginning at 1} cents a pound, is a test that they care 
nothing about. Eighty per cent. is really as low as they are interested 
in. If we had begun at 80 per cent. and called it 14 cents, it would have 
been precisely what they asked us to do at 75° and sugar below No. 7. 
All good sugar is 80 per cent. tested by the polariscope, and very little 
comes in under 80, The bulk of what is imported even under No. 7 is 
from 80 to 84°, so that as their sugars all range from 85 up to 93, and 
we have the rate placed up to 2 cents a pound at 95, they are going to 
be less injured than they think. We have kept down the refiner in our 
amendment to quite a low rate on the higher grades of sugar. 

The retiner buys sugar in Cuba, in South America; he gets it hauled 
to New York by foreign vessels at nearly half a cent a pound cheaper 
than the Louisiana man can get his sugar to market. That difference 
in ocean hauling inures against the Louisiana planter because the refiner 
pays less. The refiner has another advantage over the foreign exporter 
of sugar. His sugar comes from Cuba and South America, and he can 
get it at a lower rate than it can be hauled to England and brought 
thence to this country. He has that much advantage over his foreign 
conipetitor, and I see no reason on earth for giving him the 10 per cent. 
asked for by the Senator from Maine, nor for giving him the same pro- 
portion on the higher grades that we put on the lower grades. 

Taking it all in all—though of course I may be in error about it—not 
desiring to injure the refiner, but desiring to keep up that great business 
here and desiring to give the Louisiana planter in the arrangement of 


If it can I see 
The Senator must see how difficult a subject it is 


I have spent a good deal of time and thought on this 
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the matter such advantage as I properly can, I do trust the 
the committee will be adhered to. 

The committee have examined and reported it; we have come }qv) 
into the Senate with this bill and we must make some progress. [+ ig 
all open to amendment in the Senate, and if we find that we have made 
any mistake in adopting the amendment offered by the committee. at 
the end of a week when we get through the bill in Committee of t}y. 
Whole and come back into the Senate we can correct it. I can chaos 
my mind and vote for whatever is best. In my judgment the best thine 
we can do now is to stand by the report of the committee. ia 

Mr. INGALLS. I understand the Senator from Kentucky to speak 
with approval of the amendment offered by the committee? ; 

Mr. BECK. I do. 

Mr. INGALLS. Has he stated or will he state what, in his j udgment 
is the ad valorem duty upon sugar that would be equivalent to ths 
specific rate provided for by the amendment ? 

Mr. BECK. I have discussed that with various members of the com- 
mittee, and find that those who profess to be aceurately informed differ 
about it. : 

Mr. INGALLS. I want the Senator’s opinion. 

Mr. BECK. When theSenator from Ohio [Mr. SHERMAN], who was 
long Secretary of the Treasury, and who ought to be well informed, placed 
it at 32 per cent., I thought that he was too low. 

Mr. INGALLS. I understand his attitude. 

Mr. BECK. When the Senator from Rhode Island [Mr. ALnuici). 
who is more accurately informed than any of us in regard to the sub- 
ject, placed it at 45 per cent., I thought he placed it too high, and in 
conversation with some gentlemen who have asked me the best caleu- 
lation I can make I have replied somewhere about 40 per cent. I may 
be wrong about it, it may be 42, but I do not believe it is under 40, | 

Allow me to tell the Senator the difficulty we had in getting at jt 
He is aware of the frauds, if you call them such, which have been per 
petrated for years under the Dutch standard by discoloring and making 
sugars of the saccharine strength of 95° come under Dutch standard 
No. 7, and by putting in impurities that could be expelled and a very 
high saccharine strength developed. The Supreme Court of the United 
States decided they had a right to do that in the process of manufacture 
There has been a long contest between the Treasury Department and 
the importers about this. It is because of this character of manufict- 
ure, this discoloration, this attempting to bring in as low-grade sugars 
the sugars of high saccharine strength, that much of the confusion has 
been created as to the true ad valorem, because sugars have come in 
with far less values than they appeared to have. 

Mr. BUTLER. May I ask aquestion right there? 
valorem system of taxation encourage that fraud ? 

Mr. BECK. I think not. Of course it may doso a little more than 
a specilic rate; but I do not see why it should if the polariscope process 
is made the test, as the Senator from Ohio thinksit will, and as I belie: 
merchants all over the country and foreign governments think it should 
be. I have no reason to think that it will, because it is said, notwit! 
standing the remarks of the Senator from Alabama [Mr. MonrGav ], that 
it operates very well in foreign countries and among the merchants in 
this country who buy and sell by it. 

Mr. INGALLS. What does the Senator think the ad valorem rate 
would be under the scale reported by the Tariff Commission ? 

Mr. BECK. That isa calculation casily made. We report 1 
they report 15 cents. 

Mr. INGALLS. The Tariff Commission in the schedule they report 
very studiously avoided saying what they think it would be; they de- 
clined to state either the equivalent ad valorem or the reduction of the 
revenues. 

Mr. BECK. I will say to the Senator from Kansas that on matters 
of that sort, while I do not follow him implicitly, and think he is quite 
too much in the interest of sugar, whenever I want accurate information 
I go at once to the Senator from Rhode Island [Mr. ALDRICH], who 
is on the committee and who has spent a great deal of time and given 
a very great deal of intelligent labor to a thorough understanding o! 
this question. 

Mr. BUTLER. In view of all this confusion which seems to belog 
everybody, for everybody who has spoken on this question seems to be 
as much befogged as those who have not paid much attention to it, | 
should like to ask the gentleman from Kentucky if he can answer the 
question, in view of this confusion, in view of these complications and 
intricacies resulting from the use of the Dutch standard and the polari- 
scope and different numbers and different classifications, why would 
it not be practicable to say that forall sugars that come through the cu-- 
tom-house we impose a tax of 2} or 2} cents a pound without regard 
to classification ? 

Mr. BECK. That would exclude all the lower grades of sugars alto- 
gether and cut off the trade with countries where the trade is very 1 


report of 


Does not the ad 


and 


portant, That is worse than anything. 
Mr. MORGAN. That would transfer the refining to foreign coun- 
tries. 


Mr. BUTLER. Ido not know what would be the operation of it, 
but I do know that it would simplify matters very much. 
Mr. MORGAN. The principle of the amendment offered by the 
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Senator from Maine is precisely the same principle that is found in the 
Finance Committee’s amendment; that is to say, it discriminates be- 
tween sugars above and below No. 13 Dutch standard. The only dif- 
ference between the Senator from Maine and the committee is that he 
selects a different rate per cent. ad valorem from what they seem to 
have selected, and he selects a different manner of ascertaining what 
the rate shall be. The Senators of the committee, all of them, differ 
about this matter. As was said by the Senator from South Carolina, 
they are all in a fog. They seem to be in the condition of the man 
who, in some classic work—I suppose it was a religious book, I do not 
know—is described as having had a dream, and as he passed on down, 
fancying that he was in a future state of existence, he came to a broad 


CONGRESSIONAL RECORD—SENATE. 


[S89 


Mr. KELLOGG. I do not like to have the Senator trom 


Rhods 


| Island leave the subject that the Senator from South Carolina has 


; Consumer 


road where the paths crossed, and on one branch of the road was writ- | 


ten ‘‘ Hades’’ and on the other was written ‘* Perdition.”’ He looked up 
and did not like the appearance of either of these roads and the places 
to which they led, and he said to himself, ** I expect I shall take to the 
woods.’’? Sothecommittee have on this occasion, not knowing where each 


| 


of these roads would lead, and each one contending that the road that the | 


other one followed would lead to destruction, have taken tothe woods. | 
have never seen a committee in such a state of confusion about their 
opinions as they are on this subject. I do not know but what the 
Senator from Maine’s offer will satisfy the Senate, for it is a much 
plainer proposition than any that has been stated yet. Whether you 
discriminate in favor or against sugars above or below 13 Dutch stand- 
ard the ad valorem system is the true one to adopt. 

Mr. ALDRICH. Just a few words, and lam sure I shall not be 
heard again on the sugar question. 


There is confusion likely to arise | 


from the statement made that we have repealed the 25 per cent. addi- | 


tional duty put on by the act of 1875. We have, it is true, but we have 
repealed all laws in relation to the collection of duties on sugar, and 
we propose a substitute in place of those acts, an entirely new schedule, 
the effect of which must be judged by the schedule itself. We have no 
more repealed the 25 per cent. additional duty than the duty before 
the 25 per cent. was put on. We propose to substitute a new tariff 
schedule for the one in existence before this bill goes into effect. 

In regard to the statement made by the Senator from Ohio that it was 
understood that 75° of saccharine strength was equivalent to No. 7 
Dutch standard, I desire to read very briefly from a statement submit- 
ted to the Committee on Ways ‘and Means in June, 1872: 


I inclose a statement of tests made at Philadelphia of all the sugars imported 
at that port during the month of March last, by which it will be seen that sugars 


below No, 7 Dutch standard ranged in saccharine strength from 80° to 98°, and 
sugars above No. 7 and not above No. 10 ranged from 86° to 98.6 

Then he goes on: 

To that end I submit a draft of an act by which it is proposed to levy on 


sugars under No, 7 Dutch standard in color, which shall test 87° aud not over 
92° in saccharine strength by the polariscope, the duty chargeable on sugar be- 
tween Nos. 7 and 10, and on sugars ranging between Nos. 7 and 10 of the Duteh 
standard, which shall test above 99°, the duty appropriate to sugar between 10 
and 13. 

Recognizing the principle that sugars below 83 were the true No, 7 
Dutch standard in color, while those above should be classilied as from 
7tol0. This statementis signed by ‘‘JohnShamman, Secretary,’ show- 
ing that in 1878 he had not found out that 75° of saccharine strength 
was equivalent to No. 7 Dutch standard. He submits with this state- 
ment a report directed to himself, made by Professor Joseph Henry, 
president of the National Academy of Sciences, containing astatement 
and analysis of the Dutch standards themselves, which had been fur- 
nished to him from the Treasury Department, and this analysis shows 
that No.7 contains a percentage of 88° of saccharine strength. He also 
transmits, at the same time, a table showing that of 101 samples of not 
above No. 7 Dutch standard in color the average saccharine strength \ 


87.45. Of these the true indications were given as folloy 
Two samples were from 80 to 81. 
Two samples were from 81 to 82. 
It may be said by the Senator, in answer to this, that some of these 


sugars were colored; that there were frauds in connection with some of 


these samples which were tested. 
certainly. 

Mr. BUTLER. May I ask the Senator from Rhode Island w 
the fact to-day as to the lowest rate of specific duty now? 

Mr. ALDRICH. The present duty on tank-hottoms and melada, 
things of that sort, is 1.87 cents a pound. 

Mr. BUTLER. I am speaking of sugar 

Mr. ALDRICH. It is 2.1875 cents. 

Mr. KELLOGG. Two and three-sixteenths cents. 

Mr. BUTLER. I understand the Senator from Kentucky, in reply 
to my questions a while ago, to say that a specific duty generally of 2| 
or 2} cents a pound would exclude all the cheaper sugars. That does 
not seem to be so. 

Mr. ALDRICH. I think if the same rate was applied to the lowest 
grades as on the higher it would have that tendency. The Senator 
from Ohio may say that certain of those sugars were artificially colored. 
That would not apply certainly to the Dutch standard sent to thy 
Treasury Department, and it would not apply to all the cargoes which 
were sent. He practically admits by the statement which he | i 
that all sugars below No. 7 belong to that grade 
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That could not apply to all of them, 
hat 


and 


as given 


: » 

| cents, which will be one-fourth of a cent less than is now paid under 
the present tariff, why not put it down to that, making it all pay a 
uniiorm rate of ~! cents In that way you will get within seven or 
eight millions as much revenue as you get now. and collect it cheaper, 
easier, and more directly, and avoid all frau ind you will reduce the 
value of sugar one-half immediately to the cc 

Mr. BLAIR. I will tell the Senato hat would ruin the re 
finers. 

Mr. KELLOGG. Oh, t is the « meal exactly It will 
| ruin the refiners; it will ruin the eentlen: we ha been talking 
about ! ' 

Mr. FRYE. Arve the retine s opsic 
planters ? 

Mr. KELLOGG No 

Mr. Bl TLER. 1 should like to see it demonst ‘ | | ld 
| ruin the refiners, because I have not yet understood how puttir ren 
eral duty of 2} cents per pound specilic on all sugar would ruin the re 
finers. I should like some Senator to explain how it would ruin them 

Mr. HOAR. I suppose that if sugar which is the raw material for 
the costly and expensive process of refining was imported at precisely 
the same rate of duty with sugar which had gone through that cost 
and expensive process, that process would hereafter be conducted where 
it could be conducted the ch: ipest; to wit, where they had the labor of 
foreign countries, and not our labor 

Mr. BUTLER But I understand that now on su that come ve 
here they pay 2,°, cents per pound on the lowest grad 

Mr. HOAR. But the proposition of the Senator from South Carolina 
is to have all grades pay the same dut 

Mr. BUTLER. Yes 

Mr. MORRILI In that case they would bring in all suyvar retined: 
that would be worth a quarter or a half cent more per pound None 
of it would be brought in from Brazil or the East Indies, but all would 
be that which had been through the centrifugal or some other inin 
process 

Mr. KELLOGG ] t the Senat t ith ¢ Olina to ele 
stand that the tarifl proposed by the Committee on Finance in ard 
to these higher crades of sugar, refined sugars as thev'are called pro 
hibitory. As I have tated a number of tim only 0,000 pound ol 
these grades came in last ‘ against ne 2,000,000, 000 pound ol 
the kinds that affect 

It gentlemen want t 1 Col mer, | th ido it by multiply 
ing refineries by a kind « t ve due protection to the 
Louisiana planters, and it thren of the North to go down 
there and put their machinery and refineries on the plantations, and 
} develop those millions of acres lying there, rich and luxurious, in th 
salubrious ¢lin t then you will have « iwugh ugar crown here 
| immediately to « pen it to the consumer and supply all the United 
States, and not in the hands of a fi monopolists in New York and 
Brooklyn I see th sentlemen are beginning to squirm 

Mr. SHERMAN My d from Rhode Island seems to be dete 
mined to place me ina somewhat inconsistent position; wv hile the 
| paper which he read shows that I have always maintained th Te pe 
sition When acting as an executive officer endeavoring to enforce th 
law as it stood when it was ing’ « ule 1} on } lp | fraud 
| day by day, it se that I submitted to the Hous Repre itive 
four or five years ago the evidence of that fraud | ed sample 
of No. 7 Dutch tandard of war \ vin 1 th from 
FO per cent to 97 per « l here sa 

| s the disadvy per sndlarcd, | in 
close a statement of tests made at Philad ; 41 ported at th 
port d I the mont! [a h last ‘ i \ nthats irs be \ 
No.7 D st rd ran Lin sa I ito 

I ve { I t t de, nearly equal 
to t] } ft . ds ) cont ning Ys” oft saccharine 

re rth, \ t t po sible grade, and I appealed 
to the Hou Repress me in applying some other test 
in orde 4 e | | } I the refiners at that time 
WAS SO e to necessary legislation wa 
so stron t it s imp le toy the law which was desired. 

No ‘ om Rhode Island insists, that 
7o° 1s too | { No 1) ! ndard, why does he not pro 
pose to com If No. 7 Dutch standard is equivalent t 
80° polar ’ let t mendment be made there and then yo 
will h t] ‘ neement add ive no objection t 

L prom ol 
~~ 


broached to him. I understood the Senator from Kentueky to say a 
short time ago that it wil! not do to have the same rate of duty applied 
to all these sugars, because it will let in the cheap sugars at the same 
rate as the dear ones. But the lowest 
Dutch standard No. 7, 2,', cents per pound. What, as I understand, 
these philanthropic nthat iround me, especially the Sen 
ator fron New Hampshire, are afte ) get sugar down cheap to the 


It much revenue at 


rate now is on brown sugar, 


rentleme IL see 


ist 


vou can get within Ss CHO OOO) 
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or six years has been astruggle by interested parties to get an advantage. 
I do not care at what rate you fix this duty provided you make it cer- 
tain. If you apply the polariscope test, as now all parties are in favor 
of, let. us apply the polariscope test at such a rate that it can not be 
evaded or avoided. 175° is too low, itought to be 80; but you will find 
the same resistance to thatas is nowmade. This thing is certain, that 
the proposed rate of duty, even according to the statement of the Sena- 
tor from Rhode Island, goes at least to the extent of the 25 per cent. 
additional; because if you take the average rate by the polariscope of 
all degrees between Nos. 7 and 13 at 86, which is 11° in advance of 75, 
it would make the duty on sugar 14 cents a pound; and that isareduc- 
tion at least to the extent of the 25 percent. imposed by the act of 1875. 

This is the substance of the proposition now submitted by the Com- 
mittee on Finance, although, as I think, it will go far below that, be- 
cause I think if you apply the polariscopic test to all the sugars im- 
ported, when they are imported hereafter without any motive for fraud 
you will find that about 75° or 80° is the true and accurate test at No. 7 
Dutch standard. But when you undertake to apply all the devices 
that have been heretofore resorted to to raise the grade of sugars and yet 
lower the rate, as a matter of course you have probably a higher de- 
gree of saccharine strength as the average than future importations 
will show. 

Now, in regard to the proposition of the Senator from Louisiana, and 
which seems to have fallen under the favor of the Senator from South 
Carolina, what is the effect of that? Put one uniform duty on sugar 
and no sugar will come into this country except such as is fit to put on 


the tables of the rich and other classes alike. You will have the same, 


rate of duty, 2} cents a pound, upon the poorest sugars worth 3 cents 
in the market as upon the higher grades of sugar worth 7 cents in the 
market; that is the sugar of the poor will be taxed at 70 or 80 per cent. 
and the sugar of the rich about 30 per cent. That would be the effect 
of it, and the result would be that every refiner in this country would 
necessarily go out of the country in order to refine that sugar for do- 
mestic use, 

It has been supposed, and seems to have been intimated from time to 
time, that I was hostile to the refiners because I sought to enforce the 
law against them in formertimes. Iamnot. I would notstrike down 
that industry of refining, which employs profitably a large capital in 
this country. It is a valuable industry, and although I believe they 
have heretofore been guided too much by selfish interests, yet I would 
not seek to impair that interest or destroy it. I would put upon all 
the grades of sugara substantial ad valorem rate and a very large reduc- 
tion upon the present basis. 

Now, nothing that can be said will hereafter tempt me to say any 
more about this sugar question, which I think has been exhausted 
almost by this debate. 

Mr. COCKRELL. I simply rise to ask my friend, the chairman of 
the committee, in charge ef the bill, if he does not think now after two 
days’ discussion our Republican friends could be induced to let us have 
a vote on some of these measures? 

Mr. MORRILL. TI hope so. 

Che PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr. HARrrison in the chair). The 
question is on the amendment proposed by the Senator from Maine [Mr. 
rye]. 

Mr. MORGAN.  Lask for a division of the question. 

Che PRESIDING OFFICER. The Secretary will report the amend- 
ment 

The Acting Secretary read as follows: 

In lieu of the duties and rates of duties now imposed on melada, concentrated 
melada, tank-bottoms, sirup of sugarcane juice, concentrated molasses, and 
sugar imported from foreign countries, there shall be levied, collected, and paid 
the following duties and rates of duties, that is to say: On all melaca, concen- 


trated melada, syrup of sugar-cane juice, tank-bottoms, concentrated molasses, 
and on all sugars not above No. 13 Dutch standard in color, 35 per cent, ad va- 


lorem, 

Mr. MORGAN. That is the first question. 

Mr. HOAR. That question is not divisible; it is a striking out of 
the entire duty and the substituting of a certain other schedule. You 
can not divide that question by stmking out the one duty and substi- 
tuting half the other schedule. Thatis not anybody’s proposition. It 
is not two distinct propositions coupled. The Senator can move to 
amend the amendment by striking out part of it and inserting some- 
thing else, but it is not divisible. 

Mr. MORGAN. WhatI desire was to have aseparate vote; whether 
it could be done by an amendment to the amendment or by a division 
of the question IT was not quite sure. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. In the opinion of the Chair the propo- 
sition is not divisible. 

Mr. GEORGE. Does the Senator from Alabama offer an amend- 
ment so that we can vote on distinct propositions? If the Senator does 
not offer an amendment, I move to amend the amendment by striking 
out—— 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Chair would say to the Senator 
from Mississippi that there is already an amendment in the second de- 
gree pending. In the opinion of the Chair a further amendment is not 


now in order. The question is an the amendment of the Senator from 
Maine. 





Mr. MORRILL. I do not suppose there is the slightest dange 

. ry = . ° — anger of 
this passing, but all the verbiage in the front part of this amendmen 
is entirely useless. It would only be necessary to mention the articles 
and the rate. Then in relation to the conclusion of it, it would be ob. 
jectionable to pass a law and have it go into effect immediately, becays; 
the Treasury Department have got to give theirinstructions and provide 
their instruments, and it ought not to go into operation until the 1 
of April instead ef immediately. : 

Mr. GEORGE. Before the voteis taken, I desire simply to say thix 
I am in favor of an ad valorem duty on sugar and I am in favor of tha; 
duty being uniform, the same on the lower and on the higher grades 
and I am in favor of fixing it at about 30 or 32 per cent. I can yo: 
offer that amendment now, and as this amendment does not conform to 
these views I shall vote against it. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The question is on the amendmen; 
of the Senator from Maine [Mr. Frye]. 

The amendment was rejected. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The question next is on the amend. 
ment offered by the Senator from Vermont [Mr. MorriL1], from the 
Committee on Finance. 

Mr. MORGAN called for the yeas and nays, and they were ordered 

Mr. GEORGE. _Is it in order to now move an amendment ? 

The PRESIDINGOFFICER. Itisinordernow to amend the amend. 
ment. 

Mr. GEORGE. I move the first amendment offered by the Senator 
from Maine, with the rate reduced from 40 to 35 per cent. ad valorem 

In lieu of the duties and rates of duties now imposed on melada, concentrated 
melada, tank-bottoms, ep na, concentrated molasses, and sugar 
—— from foreign countries, there shall be levied, collected, and paid th, 
following duties and rates of duties, that is to say: On all melada, concentrated 
melada, sirup of sugar-cane juice, tank-bottoms, concentrated molasses, and on 
all sugars, 35 per cent. ad valorem; on molasses, 25 per cent. ad valorem: Pro. 
vided, That the Secretary of the Treasury shall, by regalation, prescribe and re 
quire that samples from packages of molasses, melada, concentrated melada 
sirup of sugar-cane juice, tank-bottoms, and concentrated molasses sha!! be taken 
by the proper officers in such manner as to ascertain the true value of such articles 


and that samples of sugars shall be taken by said officers in such manner 
ascertain the true color and value of such sugars. 


The provisions of this section shall take effect 

Mr. FRYE. The Senator had better drop out those last five lines, 1 
obviate the objection raised by the Senator from Vermont. [| do not 
agree to the objection. I believe fully in the provision there; but th: 
Senator does not want to encounter in his amendment the objectioi 
So those last lines had better be stricken out. 

Mr. GEORGE. I will leave them out, stopping with the wo: 
‘value of such sugars.’’ 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The question is on the amendment 
the Senator from Mississippi [Mr. GrorGE]. 

Mr. MORGAN called for the yeas and nays, and they were ordered 

Mr. MAXEY. I should like before the vote is taken some one bette: 
acquainted with the subject than I am to give some reason why sugai 
should be placed at 35 per cent. and molasses at 25 percent. Wh) 
should not articles of different values bear the same ad valorem rate 
I suppose there is some reason which does not appear to me. 

Mr. FRYE. Theduty has always been less on molasses than on sugar 

Mr.MAXEY. That may be; but that does not give the reason. Wh) 
are two articles of almost universal consumption, the value of which is 
easily ascertained, taxed at a different percentage? 

Mr. FRYE. Molasses is imported here for the purpose of making 
the low sugar itself. Raw sugar is made from molasses. It is still 
lower than melada 

Mr. MAXEY. Still I do not see that that is a reason for a different 
rate of duty. 

Mr. GEORGE. I ask leave to modify the amendment so as to pu! 
molasses at 35 per cent., so as to make sugar and molasses 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Chair hears no objection to that 
modification. 

Mr. FRYE. That would be an increase of the duty on molasses. | 
would not increase it; I would leave it as itis. It is not objectional!, 
at all. 

Mr. GEORGE. Well, let it go. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The amendment will stand as firs! 
reported. The question is on the amendment of the Senator from Mis 
sissippi [Mr. GEORGE], on which the yeas and nays have been ordered 

The Principal Legislative Clerk proceeded to call the roll. _ 

Mr. BUTLER (when his name was called). On this question I am 
paired with the Senator from Illinois [Mr. Davis]. As lam not quite 
certain how he would vote I withhold my vote. He asked me to pw 
generally with him. ; ee i 

Mr. GROVER (when his name was called). Iam paired with th: 
Senator from Nebraska [Mr. VAN Wyck]. I am not certain how lh 
would vote, but if he were present I should vote ‘‘nay.’’ a 

Mr. HARRIS (when his name was called). I am paired with th: 
Senator from Michigan [Mr. Ferry]. If the Senator from Michigan 
were present, I should vote ‘‘nay.’’ ; 

Mr. MORGAN (when his name was called). I am paired with th 
Senator from New York [Mr. LAPHAM]. If he were here, I should yo" 
**vea. 9? 
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Mr. ROLLINS (when Mr. VooRHEES’s name wascalled). The Sen- 
ator from Indiana [Mr. VOORHEES] is paired with the Senator from IIli- 
nois [Mr. LOGAN}. 

"Bhe roll-call was concluded. 

Mr. HARRIS. Iam informed, since I announced my pair a moment 
since, that the Senator from New Jersey [Mr. MCPHERSON] is absent 
without a pair. I will transfer my pair with the Senator from Michi- 
gan (Mr. FERRY] to the Senator from New Jersey (Mr. MCPHERsON J, 
and record my vote ‘‘nay.’’ 

Mr. DAVIS, of West Virginia. I am paired with the Senator from 
Minnesota [Mr. WINDOM], but believing that he would vote as I do, 
I vote ‘‘nay.’’ 

Mr. ROLLINS. I announce the pair of the Senator from Pennsy!- 
vania [Mr. MITCHELL] with the Senator from Virginia [ Mr. JomNsTon }. 

The result was announced—yeas 12, nays 43; as follows: 


YEAS—12. 
Conger, Hale, Maxey, Vance, 
Frye, Ingalls, Plumb, Vest, 
George, Jackson, Rollins, Walker. 
NAYS—43. 
Allison, Davis of W. Va., —_—xHill, Pendleton, 
nthony, Dawes, Hoar, Platt, 
jarrow, Edmunds, Jonas, Pugh, 
Bayard, Farley, Jones of Florida, Ransom, 
Beck, Garland, Kellogg, Saulsbury, 
Blair, Gorman, Lamar, Sawyer, 
Call, Groome, MeDill, Sewell, 
Cameron of Wis., Hampton, MeMillan, Sherman, 
Chilcott, Harris, Miller of Cal., Slater, 
Cockrell, Harrison, Miller of N. Y., Williams 
Coke, Hawley, * Morrill, 
ABSENT—21. 
Aldrich, Fair, Logan, Van Wyck, 
Brown, Ferry, McPherson, Voorhees, 
Butler, Grover, Mahone, Windom 
Camden, Johnston, Mitchell, 
Cameron of Pa., Jones of Nevada, Morgan, 
Davis of Ml., Lapham, Saunders, 


So the amendment was rejected. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The question recurs on the amend 
ment offered by the Senator fpom Vermont [Mr. Morriiv] from the 
Committee on Finance. 

Mr. KELLOGG. I move to amend the amendment offered by the 
Senator from Vermont in line 8 by striking out the word ‘‘one’’ and 
inserting ‘‘two;’’ and striking out in lines 9, 10, and 11, the following 
words: 

And for every additional degree or fraction of a degree shown by the polari- 
scopic test, hey shall pay five-hundredths of a cent per pound additional, 

So that the amendment will read: 


Mil sugars not above No. 13 Dutch standard in color, all tank-bottoms, sirups 
of cane juice or of beet juice, melada, concentrated melada, concrete and con- 


| appeal I make to the Senate 


| are interested in 


| 


| mittee’s proposition 
| pose to make it definitely 2} cents 


| on this class of sugars 


| the Senator from Louisiana 


| paired with the Ser 


Aldrich, I rW. Va I 


centrated molasses, testing. by the polariscope not above 75°, shall pay a duty of 


2.25 cents per pound, 


Which will be one-fourth of a cent less than the existing rate of duty, 


and which will give about 50 per cent., perhaps a little less, 48 or 50 | 
The Senator from Ken- 


per cent. ad valorem protection to the planter. 
tucky says he thinks the proposition embraced in the committee amend- 
ment will give about 40 per cent. I think he is about right. This 
will be from 45 to 48 per cent. I want to say that our people think 
that is the lowest they can bear in the wayof reduction. It is 
fourth of a cent a pound less than the committee proposes. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. 
of the Senator from Louisiana [Mr. KELLoGG] to the amendment of 
the Senator from Vermont [Mr. MorriLu]. 

Mr. KELZLOGG. On that I ask for the yeas and nays. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 

Mr. MORRILL. A single word. So far as this amendment is con- 
cerned it makes a specific rate for all sugars below No. 13 Dutch stand 
ard, and of course will exclude entirely everything but such sugars as 
are already fit for the table, as 13 Dutch standard is, and it will en- 
tirely destroy our trade with Brazil and other countries from which w« 
obtain sugars at the very low rate of 3 or 4 cents a pound and bring in 
here sugars worth 6 or 7. 

Mr. KELLOGG. One word—— 

Mr. GEORGE. I wish to ask the Senator from Louisiana a question. 
Does his amendment reduce the rate proposed in the amendment of the 
Senator from Vermont ? 

Mr. KELLOGG. No,sir; 
fourth of a cent on the pound. The present tariff is 2} cents. Ft com- 
pels us to submit to a reduction to 2} instead of 2 cents, as proposed by 
the Senator from Vermont. I am sure the Senator from Vermont does 
not wish to do me and those I represent an injustice by any such pro- 
cess of reasoning as that sought to be conveyed to the Senate. I do 
not pretend to say that if the whole of the amendment of the Senator 
from Vermont is left as it would be left if this amendment of mine were 
alopted it would not work to some extent the result he points out, but 
not to the extent he says. 

I am looking after a particular interest, the producing interest of this 
country, not only the sugar interest of Louisiana but the sorghum in- 
terest, and I want the Senate to understand that what I desire 


one- 


is to 


The question is on the amendment | 


| Was O1lering an am 


it increases it just in this proportion: one- | 


give the planter or producer of Louisiana and throughout the country, 
the home producer, a little more protection than this bill gives. If 
my amendment should carry, and we should have the protection that 
we think we ougit to have, the least that will suffice us and permit us 
to live, one-quarter of a cent more than the committee amendment, 
then the Senator from Vermont, representing as he does—I do not care 
whether he does or not—the refining interest or other interest can moves 
an amendment to make the bill conform in other grades to this. The 
and especially to the other side is that so 
far as concerns the Southern interest and the interest of the 
sorghum aside from the Louisiana interest, t] 
quarter of a cent for the grade 
After that let the retin take care 
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Mr. President, I now propose to amend the Morrill amendment so 
as to read in line &: 

Shall pay a duty of 1.50 cents per pound, and for every additional degree or 
fraction of adegree shown by the polariscopic test, they shall pay five-hundredths 
of a cent per pound additional, 


The practical effect of which will be to say that instead of 1.25 cents 
per pound, and for every additional degree five-hundredths of a cent, 
the duty shall be 1.50, and every additional degree shown by the polari 
scopic test five-hundredths additional. That will give us for the sugar 
that we make below No. 13 Dutch standard, 2} cents duty about 50 
per cent. ad valorem or a little less. 
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Mr. JONES, of Florida. Has the Senator considered what effect his 
proposition will have upon the revenue of the Treasury? 

Mr. KELLOGG. Certainly. How can it have any different effect 
upon the revenue than to diminish it as to No. 13? I do not propose 
to confine my amendments to that. I am looking now to our interest, 
that below No. 13. The Senate can perfect it if this amendment car- 
ries. ‘To-day the duty is 24 cents, and I propose by this to make it 
2! cents. As to the other grades, when we reach them I propose to 
amend them. This first clause of the Morrill amendment applies to 
yvrades below No. 13. If my amendment there carries, then we can 





amend that above No. 13 to No. 16 Dutch standard in thesame propor- 


tion, and above No. 16 to No. 20 in the same proportion, and above 20 
in the same proportion, and then you will have a reduction of from five 
to six million dollars in the revenue as against eight or nine millions 
that the committee proposed, or as the Senator stated in his opening 
speech when he reported the bill, from twelve to fifteen millions, which 
is nearly half the amount proposed by way of reduction in the entire 
bill. So that nearly all was to fall on the sugar-planter. What I ask 
of the Senate isto simply give the planting interest the same protection 
that we have now on the sugar that we grow, less by one-fourth of a 
cent a pound than the present rate of duty. 

| think I have made myself understood now. 
ment be read, 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The amendment will be read. 

The ACTING SECRETARY. Inline 8of the amendment of the Senator 
from Vermont it is proposed to strike out ‘‘twenty-five’* and insert 
‘‘tifty;’? so as to make the clause read: 

All sugars not above No. 13 Dutch standard in color, all tank-bottoms, sirups 
of cune-juice or of beet-juice, melada, concentrated melada, concrete and con- 
centrated molasses, testing by the ery ™ not above 75°, shall pay a duty of 
1} cents per pound, and for every additional degree or fraction of adegree shown 
by the polariscopic test, they shall pay five-hundredths of a cent per pound addi- 
tional 

Mr. MORRILL. I hoped when the Senator found himself voting 
entirely alone that he would have discovered that it was the sense of 
the Senate to pass the amendment reported by the Committee on Fi- 
nance, and would have allowed us to make some progress. 

Now, the proposition which he has made again does not very much 
differ from the one he first made, but it will impose a duty of 1 cent 
more a pound upon the sugar when we reach the polariscopic test of 95 
and will increase it three-fourths of a cent, making 2} centsat 90°. Of 
course the Senate wants some reduction of the tariff on sugar, and there- 
fore I think there is no possible hope, as my friend will find, of passing 
upon his amendment so as to obtain this very large increase. 

Mr. KELLOGG. I would not insist on this were it not that I be- 
lieve it to be a duty that I owe to those whom I represent. When the 
Senator from Vermont says it is no reduction, he knows that it is a re- 
duction of one-fourth of a cent per pound on the existing tariff all the 
way through. I want the Senate to understand that all we ask isa 
compromise between the bill and the existing tariff, not giving the 
planters all they ask in the way of protection. The planters say that 
they can not subsist well upon less than the present tariff; that the 
industry is not paying; that they can subsist barely upon 2} cents. It 
is a reduction of one-fourth of a cent that I propose now on the exist- 
ing tariff. 

1 will withdraw the amendment in order to end this matter, and 
will offer an amendment that will cover the whole thing, that runs 
through every grade inthe same way, and will reduce the revenue about 
six or seven million dollars. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Senator from Louisiana witb- 
draws his amendment and offers in lieu of it an amendment which will 
be reported, 

The ACTING SECRETARY. It is proposed to strike out all after line 
892 down to and including line 923, and to insert: 

All sugars not above No.13 Dutch standard in color shall pay duty on their 
polariscope test as follows, namely : : 

Allsugars notabove No. 13 Dutch standard in éolor, all tank-bottoms, sirups of 
cane-juice or of beet-juice, melada, concentrated melada, concrete and concen- 
trated molasses, testing by the polariscope not above 75°, shall pay a duty 1.50 
cents per pound ; and for every additional degree or fraction of a degree shown 
by the polariscope test, they shall pay five-hundredths of a cent per pound 
additional, 

All sugarsabove No. 13 Dutch standard in color shall be classified by the Dutch 
standard of color, and pay duty as follows, namely : 

All sugar above No, 13 and not above No. 16 Dutch standard, 3} cents per 
pound; all sugars above No, 16 and not above No, 20 Dutch standard 3.75 cents 
per pound; all sugars above No, 20 Dutch standard, 4} cents per pound. 

Molasses testing not above 56° by the polariscope shall pay a duty of 5} cents 
per gallon; molasses testing above 56° shall py a duty of 10 cents per gallon. 

Sugar candy, not colored, 5 cents per pound, 

\ll other confectionery, notspecially enumerated or provided for in this act, 
made wholly orin part of sugar, and on sugars after being refined, when tinct- 
ured, colored, or in any way adulterated, valued at 90 cents per pound or less, 
LO cents per pound, 

Confectionery, valued above 30 cents per pound, or when sold by the box, 
package, or otherwise than by the pound, 50 per cent, ad valorem. 


Mr. KELLOGG, I wish to state to the Senate that this proposition 
is the same all the way through. No one can complain that it will be 
reducing the revenue more than six or seven million dollars. I think 
that will not bedisputed. It will not reduce the revenue to the extent 
of twelve or fifteen million dollars or one-half the whole reduction 
proposed by the bill. It will reduce the tariff on the product that is 


lask that the amend- 


| under my observation. 





grown in this country by the Louisiana planter, and by the so 
interest, one-fourth of a cent a pound and it will reduce the tariff upon 
all grades of sugar in the same proportion. It is just a compromise ot 
one-half between what is proposed by the bill and what the existino 
tariff is. I want to have an extract read from one of the leading ~s 


‘ - 2 - jour- 
nals of the United States, the New York Tribune, which has just fallen 


rghum 


Mr. ROLLINS. _I wish to inquire if this is not the provision of th. 
Tariff Commission bill ? 

Mr. KELLOGG. Substantially. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The paper will be read. 

The Acting Secretary read as follows: 

There is evidently growinga feeling at Washington which ought to be eneour 
aged, The Senate Committee on Finance has reported a tariff bill which doc. 
not meet the approval of the Senate, for chan of some importance have a! 
ready been made bya majority. The Ways and Means Committee of the House 
has also reported a bill which has not even the approval of a majority of tha; 
committee, Each committee has endeavored to improve on the work of the 
commission, one by increasing and the other by decreasing the reduction of dy 
ties. The net result is that each committee seems likely to be opposed by a ma 
jority of the body to which it reports; and in either House the report of the com 
mission seems to be stronger than the report of its own committee, Under the« 
circumstances some members are saying: ‘*‘ We can pass the commission's }i|| 
but probably can not pass any other. Is not this better than to leave the ques 
tion to the next Congress?” 

In several instances where rates widely differing from those of the commissic), 
have been proposed in one House or the other the consultation with member 
of the commission has resulted in a restoration of the commission’s rates. T),j. 
indicates that the examination which the commission had time to give, with the 
aid of eminent experts in each branch, was more thorough and in results mor 
reliable than the examination made by either committee in the rare interya|. 
between the press of legislative business. It is not a reflection upon either eon)- 
mittee to suppose thatthis isso, Their time has been limited. Very few of thy 
members, it is probable, have been able‘to read the report made and testimony 
taken by the commission. But it is an evidence that the commission's work js 
on the whole safer and wiser than any substitute yetoffered. If they have give; 
more time to the subject and under hetter advantages there is all the more rey 
son for trusting that their report may be the one which members of Congress 
can safely adopt. 

This being the fact, why shall not some member of the House propose at thy 
outset to substitute the bill of the commission precisely as it came from that bod, 
for the House bill and all its amendments? Why shall not some Senator do thy 
same thing in the Senate? The ground of compromise isthere. The Hous 
committee wants higher duties and the Senate committee lower duties. Bur 
the people want an intelligent revision of the tariff. It is the prevailing opin 
ion outside of Washington that the bill proposed by the commission is on thy 
whole more just as a compromise and more safe as an adjustment than any othe: 
bill that has been proposed in either House. Upon a direct vote many members 
would feel under obligation to accept the commission’s bill rather than non 
because they know that the country wants action on this subject. 
Republican members do a wiser thing? 


Mr. CONGER. 
proposition ? 

Mr. KELLOGG. 
Commission bill. 

Mr. ROLLINS. That has been voted down once. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The question is on agreeing to th 
amendment of the Senator from Louisiana [Mr. KELLOGG]. 

Mr. KELLOGG. On that I ask for the yeas and nays. 

The-yeas and nays were ordered, and the Principal Legislative Clerk 
proceeded to call the roll. 

Mr. BUTLER (when his name was called). 
Senator from Illinois [Mr. DAvis]. 
and therefore I shall decline to vote. 

Mr. GARLAND (when his name was called). 
Senator from Vermont [Mr. EpmMunpDs]. 
vote ‘‘nay.’’ 

Mr. GROVER (when his name wascalled). Iam paired, and I mak 
the announcement for the day, with the Senator from Nebraska [ Mr 
Vav Wyck]. 

Mr. HILL (when his name was called). Iam paired on this ques 
tion with the Senator from Arkansas [Mr. WALKER]. 

The roll-call having been concluded, the result was announced— yeas 
2, nays 45; as follows: 


Can the 
I ask the Senator is this the Tariff Commission 


Yes, it is substantially the provision of the Tarif 


I am paired with thy 
I do not know how he would vot 


I am paired with th 
If he were here, I should 


YEAS—2. 


Jonas, Kellogg. 
NAYS—4. 
Allison, Davis of W. Va., Jackson, Pugh, 
Anthony, Dawes, Jones of Florida, Ransom, 
Bayard, Frye, Lamar, ollins, 
k, George MeDill, Saulsbury, 
Blair, Gorman, McMillan, Sawyer, 
Call, Groome, Maxey, Sherman, 
Camden, Hampton, Miller of Cal., Slater, 
Cameron of Wis., Harris, Miller of N. Y., Vest, 
Chilcott, larrison, Morgan, Williams 
Cockrell, Hawley, Morrill, 
Coke, Toar, Platt, 
Conger, Ingalls, Plumb, 
ABSENT—29. 
Aldrich, Farley, Lapham, Vance, 
Barrow, Ferry, Logon, Van Wyck 
Brown, Garland, McPherson, Voorhees, 
Butler, Grover Mahone, Walker, 
Cameron of Pa., Hale, Mitchell, Windom. 
Davis of I1l., Hill, Pendleton, 
Edmunds, Johnston, Saunders, 
Fair, Jones of Nevada, Sewell, 


So the amendment was rejected. 








1883. 





The PRESIDING OFFICER. The question recurs on the amend- 


ment of the Senator from Vermont [Mr. MorrIL1]. 

The amendment was agreed to. 

Mr. MORRILL. I suppose there is no controversy about candy, and 
so on, so that we have practically reached the end of the sugar schedule. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Chair will inquire of the Senator 
from Vermont whether the whole schedule has been read and is to be 
treated as passed. 

Mr. SHERMAN. It has been all read except one line. 

Mr. MORRILL. At the end of the schedule, after line 24 of the 
amendment just adopted, I move to add the following proviso: 


Provided, That the provision of Schedule E in this act shall take effect from and 
after April 1, 1883. 


Mr. FRYE. 
[| have a telegram which I have just received, and I have received simi- 
lar telegrams from nearly all the refiners. It reads: 

We ask that you use your influence to have any change in the sugar tariff go 
into effect immediately. It is of the highest importance, and should find no 
opposition. 

The Senator proposes to fix the date April 1. Will he please say why 
the provision ought not to go into effect immediately on its passage ? 

Mr. MORRILL. It is not probable that the bill will pass until about 
March 1 in both Houses, if it passes at all, and it will require some 
little time for the Treasury Department to make rules and regulations 
and to procure polariscopic instruments for all the collector's offices. | 
have received ever so many similar telegrams heretofore. 

Mr. FRYE. That seems to me to be a satisfactory reason, but | 
wanted it given. Now I ask the Senator from Vermont what the ob- 
jection is to adding to the amendment the words **and shall apply to 

is then in the storehouses and in bond? ”’ 
~ Mr. MORRILL. That willcomeinasa general provision of the whole 
bill before we get through. 


Mr. FRYE. Is there such a general provision in the bill? 

Mr. MORRILL. If not there will be one presented. 

Mr. FRYE. I thought there was not, for [ looked over the bill and 
could not find it. If it is not in, then it will be in? 

Mr. MORRILL. Yes. 


Mr. JONAS. I desire toask the chairman of the committee why ther 
should be an exception made in this schedule from the general provis- 
ion of the bill? Section 5 provides— 

That from and after the Ist day of July, 1883, the follow ing sections shall con 
stitute title 33 of the Revised Statutes of the United States 

I ask the Senator why the sugar schedule should be excepted, and 
why the date provided in section 5 should be changed as to it? A large 
part of the Louisiana crop for this year has not yet been marketed, and 
if a time should be fixed before the planters will be ready to ship the 
crop to market it would be ruinous to their production. 

Mr. MORRILL. It is done for the reason that it would stop the 
business among all importers as well as refiners, and large dealers in 
the country and every man engaged in the business. It would utterly 
prostrate the business, and it is necessary, therefore, that this should go 
into effect as speedily as possible in order that the business may con 
tinue. 

Mr. JONAS. I can not see why it should prostrate or injure the in- 
terest of importers. If they know that this prospective tariff is to take 
effect in July they can make their importations with regard to the 
change in the tariff. They will have full notice to prepare themselves 
fully if the time is fixed three or four months ahead, and every con- 
tract can be made with full notice and information as to what is the 
proposed change in the tariff and when it is to take effect. But the 
committee now propose to change it so as to take effect immediately, 
which would have a most injurious effect wpon our crop, as a large por- 
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I ask the attention of the chairman of the committee. | 


| of the most favored nation, and we can not 


} a provision which excludes the product of Spain or of any particul 


| nation, but 1 believe undoubtedly we 
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Mr. BAYARD. I suggest to the Senator from Vermont that he offer 
his amendment in the Senate 

Mr. MORRILL. I will adopt the suggestion of the Senator trom 
Kentucky and withdraw it now, giving notice that I shall offer it when 


| the bill reaches the Senate. 


Mr. BAY ARD. It will he heard in the 
can learn more in regard to it. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER 


Senate, and by that t 


Che 


amendment is withdrawn 


Mr. KELLOGG I move to add at the end of the schedule the tol 
lowing proviso 
Provided, That there shall be an additional duty equal to 25 per cent. of the 


duties imposed by this schedule collected on s 
this schedule imported from countries where 
slave labor 


ugur and all products named in 
hh products are produced by 


On that [ ask for the yeas and nays 

Mr. MORRILL. Our treaties with Brazi 
course make the proposition inadmissiblk 

Mr. KELLOGG. 1 did 
ment applies to Cuba, 

Mr. HOAR. I suppose the amendment is 

Mr. KELLOGG. At Cuba 

Mr. HOAR. Chiefly at Cuba 


ure Operathve und they of 


not understand the Senator Che 


amend 
clirected at “pain 


l have not 


verified it by an exami 


have a treaty provision with 
Spain which entitles Spain to have her goods admitted on the footing 
therefore, by unde 


rluking 
toselect a particular kind of labor, consistently with those treat ic 


smnake 


iT 
province or colony or dependency of Spain by a mere cir 


milo ution 
describing the kind of labor without a violation of ow 


treaty (Mh 
wise |] should think there was a great deal to be said in favor of a pro 
vision of that kind; but whenever we enter upon that policy we must 
carry it out. Are we to exclude the sugar grown by the slave labor « 
Cuba and admit the tropical fruits or other products of the same labor 


The PRESIDING OFFICER 


The question is on the amendment 


of the Senator from Louisiana | Mr. Keiioda |]. on which the ve nd 
| nays are demanded 
The yeas and nays were ordered 
Mr. KELLOGG. 1 simply want to say that | do not think the ob 
jection holds asto Cuba orSpain. It will not interfere with any treaty 
Ithink. I have been advised upon that point somewhat Moreover, | 
want the Senate, and the Senator from Massachusetts especially, to un 
derstand that a large proportion of the sugar that comes into this country 
is grown in Cuba by slave labor Last vear over $51,000,000 worth 


| words ** imported 


tion of it has not been shipped to market, and is yet in the warehouses | 


and storehouses and on the plantations. 
equity in it. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The question is on agreeing to the 
amendment of theSenator from Vermont. [Puttingthe question. } In 
the opinion of the Chair, the noes seem to have it. 

Mr. MORRILL. Iam sure that the Senate could not have under 
stood the motion. I ask for the yeas and nays upon it, because I am 
sure that itis not understood. This will give usthe benetit of the reduc- 
tion on the Ist of April. 

Mr. COCKRELL. We can not hear one solitary word and do not 
know what is going on. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. 

Mr. MORRILL. 


I can not see any justice or 


Senators will please be in order. 
This I say will give us the benefit of whatever re- 


duction is made on sugars on the Ist of April instead of on the Ist of 


July, and unless some such provision as this should be incorporated in 
the bill parties having sugar on hand or desiring to import hereatter be- 
fore the Ist of July can not continue their business. 

Mr. BECK. I have never heard of this before, and I think there is 
a good deal of force in what the Senator from Louisiana [Mr. JoNAs] 
says. What harm would there be in giving notice that this amend- 


ment will be offered when the bill is reported to the Senate, so that | general principles of international law tor which we h 


both sides can be heard instead of pressing it to a vote 


now when there 
seems to be a controversy about the facts’ 


| any treaty of reciprocity or otherwise, as 


was imported from Cuba alone and the West India 
$9,000,000 worth from other countries « 


Islands, and nearly 


xclusively CTOWH DV Sli labor, 
making $60,000,600 out of the S81,000,000 worth imported into this 
country. As to Brazil, the amendment doc 
is a different As to St. Thomas, 


and other islands it does not apply, because there i 


not apply, because 


Bermuda 


there 


class of labor Demerara 


s cooly labor: neither 

does it apply to China 
I want to bring the Senator right down to the question whether he 
is Willing to put an additional duty upon the product grown by slave 
labor in Cuba: and it does not interfere with any treaty arrangement 


Lam advised I want to know 
if he is willing to vote | 
slave labor. 

Mr. MORRILI I merely ce 
with our treaties with othe: 
passed it. 

Mr. KELLOGG 


to discriminate im favor of tree labor acainst 


sire to say that it is clearly in conthet 


nations, and it would be 


niuvatory if we 


1 will modit’ amendment by 


from Cuba and other Spanish dependencit lw 


miy bsertin tive 


do that at least after a vote has been taken on the amendment now 
before the Senate I will take a vote on the pending question fi 

The PRESIDING OFFICER Does the Senator trom La mn 
modify his amendment? 

Mr. KELLOGG. Twill modify it by striking out t > per 
cent.”’ and inserting ** 10 per cent so us to rea 

Provided, That there shall be an additional duty eq the 
duties imposed by this schedule collected on sua pros ned in 
this schedule imported from countries where such product e produced by 
slave labor. 

Mr. SHERMAN It the Senator wanted tore uly meet the difficulty 
that has grown up in our foreign relations he ouglit to strike at a dit 
ferent discrimination against us Phe great fear 1) egard to 
the sugar tax is that the very moment proclaimed that the duty 
on sugar has been reduced, in Cuba the export duty will be increased 
There is now levied upon the 500,000 tons, about 1,000,000, 000 pounds, 

| an export duty by Spain which | think is 37 and some cents per ton 
If we are to make a discrimination between nat ; We ht to make 
a discrimination against those who levy an export duty upon their pro 
ductions entering into our consumption \ general provision of that 
kind might be made without violating our treaties, becau t would 
apply to all countries; but to designate countries that still hold slaves 


would be a discrimination and a plain and palpable violation oi the 
ve alwa n 


tended. and in all the treaties we make 
provision against such discriminations 


with foreign nation 
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I hope, therefore, that this discrimination will not be adopted; but | 
I am not sure but what it would be wise for Congress to add to the bill, | 
when the proper time arrives, that where any country levies an export 
tax the reduction of duties proposed by the bill shall not apply to that 
country, and even such a provision might be subject to grave difficulty. 

Mr. MAXEY. I willask the Senator if it was not the case when we 
took the tax off of coffee that those countries from which we import cof- 
fee put an export duty upon that article? 

Mr. SHERMAN. According to the historical account of the times, 
the very moment Congress repealed the duty upon coffee Brazil raised 
the export tax to the precise extent that we took off the duty. 

Mr. MAXEY. ‘That is precisely as ( understood it. 

Mr. SHERMAN. ‘The result was that our people did not get any 
henelit from the repeal of the duty on coffee until some years afterward, 
when competition in the production of coffee reduced the export duty. 

Mr. DAWES. I do not think the amendment would reach what the 
Senator from Louisiana is after, for those countries which the Senator 
suguests may have an export duty and slave labor both; so they have the 
ulyvantage of us in both particulars. This would relieve it from the ex- 
port inequality, but would not relieve it from the inequality growing 
out of slave labor. It would not reach what the Senator from Louisiana 
is alter, 

Mr. CONGERK. | understand that in one of the countries whereslave 
labor produces sugar, Cuba, to speak it right out, there is already a very 
large ciscriminating duty against all the products of our own country, 
a free-labor country, taken there. 

Mr. KELLOGG, — It is prohibitory now. | 

Mr. CONGER. As I was about to say—the Senator anticipated me— | 
it is prohibitory now; it is $5a barrel on flour and astill larger amount 
on pork, I understand 

Mr. KELLOGG. It is $3.50 on pork. 

Mr. CONGER. I have not the exact list here. On lumber and a 
great many of the productions of this country which are sent to Cuba 
there is a duty discriminating against our labor and against our produc- 
tions. 

I am willing to vote for a reasonable excess of duty in behalf of free 
labor, and I am willing to vote for a discriminating duty against any 
country that makes a discrimination against the products of this country 
and in favor ofanother, as Cuba does continually, andalthough lying right 
along our bordersit has almostentirely shutout the products of Ameri- 
ean labor and American skill by these strong, intense discriminating 
duties. 

Whether this is the way to reach it or not I do not know; but if any 
Senator will point out a way in which by my vote I may vote in favor 
of the products of free labor in any part of the world, and that I may 
vote against a country that applies a discriminating duty in favor of 
other countries against my own, I am ready to vote for it. 

Mr. KELLOGG. Ido not want the Senate to misunderstand this 
question. I want Senators to vote understandingly. All this matter 
of reciprocity treaties and treaty obligations goes for nothing, I take it. 

Mr. HOAR. 1 donot find that we have any such treaty with Spain. 

Mr. KELLOGG. No, we have not, Iam assured. Let us bring it 
right down to Cuba and let us understand it. Cuba grows considerably 
more than one-half the sugar that comes to this country to compete 
with the product of free labor. As to our exportations the duty im- 
posed by the Spanish authorities in Cuba and all their dependencies 
upon everything grown in America is prohibitory. You can not in the 
last five years find $50,000 worth of domestic goods manufactured or 
grown in America sold in the thirty-one West India Islands and the 
dependencies. In the British Islands the duty is absolutely exclusive, 
They have built a Chinese wall as it were around them; and they have 
done it to such an extent in Cuba that you can not get a barrel of flour 
or a stove across from the utmost point of land that projects into the 
Gulf of Mexico from the State of Florida, sixty or ninety miles. You 
can not even cross that little channel of ninety miles with a barrel of 
flour so absolutely prohibitory is theduty. Therefore all the talk about 
exportation goes for nothing. 

| want my Republican friends to face the country on this question. 
There is no treaty obligation, there is no export, there is nothing. It 
is a simple question whether we propose to vote 10 per cent. in favor of 
tree labor against slave labor, whether it interferes with the interest of 
the refiner or any other interest. 

Mr. MORRILL. Thisis a grave question and Lask the Senator from 
Louisiana to postpone it until the bill comes into the Senate. I have 
looked at the treaties. I do not find ‘the most favored nation ’’ clause | 
in the older treaties with Spain, and I do not think there has been any 
recent one, but at the same time I do not wish to do anything to bite 
our own noses off, to use aslang phrase. I therefore suggest to the Sen- 
ator from Louisiana to let us fairly consider this matter and have time 
to think of it. 

Mr. KELLOGG. I should like to have a vote, and then if it should 
be necessary we might reconsider it afterward. I assure the Senator 
he will tind no such treaty, as I have stated there is none; and the ques- 
tion is not surrounded with any of the difficulties suggested. 

Mr. MORGAN. Mr. President, this question does not depend upon 
the existence or non-existence of the favored-nation clause in our treat- 
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ies; it depends upon positive agreement, positive stipulation in all our 
treaties with the civilized nations of the world except Spain, that we 
will not discriminate against them in our tariff levies. Our goods are 
admitted into all the foreign countries without discriminating against 
us except Spain, and we have a reciprocal agreement that we would hot 
discriminate against them. It extends also to transportation. Oy; 
vessels are not to be protected by our laws in a differential or a «jx 
criminating provision in their favor unless it may be in cases where oy), 

vessels are discriminated against by some other foreign country. 

Of course Cuba from which we receive products of slave labor could be 
included by name, or Spain could be included by name with all of je 
provinces in any discrimination we see proper to impose upon slaye 
labor, or any other reason that we may assign for a discriminating duty 
against Spain; but we can not include Brazil in that, for we have this 
reciprocal engagement with Brazil and they have got slave labor. 

The Senator’s amendment is too broad. We have either got to aban 
don our treaties entirely or repeal them by act of Congress, as they 
would be repealed by this act if it passes both Houses and becomes 4 
law. If the Senator desires to discriminate against slave labor, let 
him confine his discriminations to those countries where slave labor 
produces sugar, but I suggest he might as well enlarge it to apply to 
peon labor and cooly labor, and all other forms of labor where there 
is coercion upon & man to labor without much question as to whom he 
is laboring for. Although peonage has been abolished in Mexico as a 
matter of law, it exists as a matter of fact there, and those peons be- 
long as much to the man who holds himself over them as the slaves of 
old belonged to us, for the time thatis fixed until he can get out of it, 
and that he is not permitted to do. 

I do not care to argue the question about discriminating between free 
and slave labor except that 1 suppose while the negro in my State is 
hoeing corn and cotton and making sugar he would like to know that 
there is some cheaper labor than his down in Cuba making sugar cheaper, 
for the negro in my country likes sugar about as wellas anywhere else, 
and it would be to his andvantage to have the sugar he has to buy 
made by slave labor. I do not think the negroes generally there want 
to contribute anything in the price of sugar to compelling Spain to 
abolish slavery. 

The amendment is too broad as it stands. 
the treaties are the supreme law of the land. 

Mr. MAXEY. Ifthe purpose of the Senator from Louisiana is to 
strike at those countries which recognize slavery, it seems to me tha‘ 
it ought to be by a proposition of prohibition and not of tolerance. Look 
ing at it from that standpoint, the fact of the existence of these treaties 
as law would not make a particle of difference, because a treaty can ly 
superseded by a law just as a law can be superseded byatreaty. That 
is his standpoint. From my standpoint, however, we have nothing to 
do with the products of any country outside of the United States, so 
that whether the sugar was made by slave labor or free labor is a mat 
ter with which we have no concern. If we treat with them we should 


It is unconstitutional 


| treat with them upon fair terms; but we can dispose of the matter ver) 


effectually in the way of a law right here, the same as we could if there 
was no treaty at all. 

Mr. INGALLS. Without expressing any opinion as to what my ul 
timate action might be upon this amendment, I will venture to suggest 
in response to the Senator from Texas [Mr. MAXEY] that I presume 
the action of the Senator from Louisiana is not prompted by any moral 
repugnance to the system of slave labor or by any desire to express the 
disapprobation of America for the conduct of Spain in tolerating the ex- 
istence of negro slayery. Having failed in his other efforts to obtain 
what he deems to be the necessary protection for the growing of suga: 
in Louisiana, he proposes now to add a discrimination of 10 per cent 
against the product of slave labor in Cuba. This may be right or it 
may be wrong; but I desire that the Senate shall not be misled by the 
sentimental aspect of it. The effect, as I suppose, would be not that 
slavery would be abolished in Cuba, not that the importation of sugar 
would cease, but that those who consumed sugar would be compelled 
to pay 10 per cent. additional for that which was grown in Cuba by 
slave labor. 

Mr. MAXEY. If the Senator will pardon me, I fully agree with his 
view of the question. I stated very distinctly that so far as I am con 
cerned it made no difference tome. That would be the effect no doubt 

Mr. INGALLS. The North have already made considerable sacri- 
‘ice for the purpose of the abolition of slavery in this country, and | 
might be willing to increase those sacrifices still further by imposing 
this additional burden upon the people of my State, who consume suga' 
very largely. I conceive, however, with due respect to the constitu 
tional authorities which have been invoked, that there is no objection, 
so far as treaty stipulations are concerned, to the adoption of this amend- 
ment. I hope the Senator from Louisiana will not withdraw it. | 


should be very glad to have the sincerity of those who have weighed 
against a reduction of the tax upon sugar because it did not already 
afford as they said a sufficient protection to the free | tbor of Louisiana 
against the slave labor of Cuba tested and see whet! r they mean that 
or whether they mean something else. 

Mr. GEORGE. As the object of the Senator from Louisiana, if 11 
be to discriminate against slave labor, would be as well accomplished 
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py providing for a reduction of the present rates of duty where the 
sugar and molasses are introduced from countries in which slave labor 
ig prohibited, I suppose that the amendment which I now send to the 
desk as a substitute for his will at least meet that aspect of the case. 
| want cheap sugar. I have therefore prepared an amendment which 
will reduce the rates of duty provided for in this schedule in favor of | 
those countries in which slavery is not allowed. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The amendment of the Senator from 
Mississippi will be reported. 

The ACTING SECRETARY. It is proposed to substitute for Mr. KEL- | 
roca’s amendment the following proviso: 

Provided, That the duties herein laid shall be reduced 10 per cent. on all prod- 
gets specified in this schedule of countries in which slavery is not allowed. 

Mr. MORRILL. ‘On all sugars,’’ the Senator should say. 

Mr. HARRIS. It applies to all products mentioned in the sugar | 
schedule. It is confined to that schedule. 

Mr. SAULSBURY. The only effect of that would be to reduce the | 
duty upon the low grades of sugar. I understand the committee have | 
already placed the duty on low grades of sugar so that the Senators 
from Louisiana are apprehensive that it will affect seriously their pro- 


| 


| 


| 
| 
| 
| 


duction. I should like to have a reduction upon the higher grades of | 
sugar. I am not so particular about the lower grades. If we had any 


importations of refined sugars from Cuba, Brazil, or anywhere else, I | 
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our continent; they form an integer of the great Christian fumilies of 
the world, which sweep now from Greenland to Patagonia; they belong 


to oursystem of civilization; and I shall not give any vote here to grat 
ify any sentiment, political or otherwise, which will place us the 
position of unnecessary and unwise hostility to Brazil, which position 
we have to reach by the violation of the express stipulations of a posi 
tive treaty. 

Mr. JONES, of Florida. Mr. President, I think I may be pardoned 


‘avoided 


I do think 


is L have 


for saying a few words on this amendment, inasmuch 
consuming any of the time of the Senate on the tariff bill 


vl 


it is utterly inconsistent with that degree of dignity which is due from 
one independent State to another to adopt a proposition which is lev 
eled against the municipal establishments of a friendly State If there 
is anything that ought to be held more sacred than another between 
independent States it is the distinet integrity and ind ponde ‘that 
| characterize them as members of the family of natio 
This country shares in noneof the responsibility, moral or otherwise, 
resting upon Spain or upon Brazil or any other of the nations of the 
earth for the municipal establishments that prevail there, and we as a 
great and leading Republic have no right to go betore the world witha 
provision in our law directed against a friend \ \ of the 


peculiarity of her local or municipal institutions 
Those who know me know very well that [ have noth 1 sympa- 








would vote to reduce them. I would be glad to have the duty upon | thy with the institutions of slavery as they exist America oz 
sugars between 13 and 20 reduced to 2 cents a pound; but the effect of | in the West India Islands; but I say without hesitation that it is un 
the amendment will simply be to reduce it upon the lowest grades of becoming the Senate of the United States to adopt an ent dis 
sugar, and it will inure exclusively to the benefit of the refiners and | criminating against any of those countries because of the n of 
not of the consumers in the country. I shall vote against it as I shall | Jabor that is employed in the products that it is d ned to t We 
yote against the amendment of the Senator from Louisiana. should treat Spain and the provinces of South America just as we treat 
With reference to the question as to whether sugar is grown by slave | Great Britain, independent of all moral sentiment and upon that broad 
labor or free labor I have no concern about that. It is none of my | principle of equality that should prevail in the intercourse ly nin 
business as to how people produce their sugar in Brazil or Cuba. If | dependent states 
we can attend to the affairs of our own country without extending the Mr. GEORGE. Mr. President, | think the Sen from Alabama 
beneficence of our protection to Cuba, Brazil, and other countries, we | 2nd the Senator from Florida do not perceive the scope of my amend 
shall have about as much as we can do. It is no business of mine | ment. I offered the amendment as a substitute for the amendment 
whether sugar is grown by slave labor or by free labor in Cuba or | proposed by the Senator from La ina, so that the S might ex 
Brazil. My business is to buy it as cheaply as I can, and to vote for | press its opinion upon this quest Ii it determin d minate 
those measures which will give to the consumers of sugars in this country | against sugar and the products of the cane because 1 din 
the cheapest article they can procure. * | slave countries, I desire to t he sense of the Senate whet] will 
Mr. MORGAN. ‘The Senator from Mississippi I suppose does not | make that discrimination by 1 he duties p ded re 
want to bring us into disrepute with the Government of Brazil as a | ducing the duties. I preter, it ike the discrim t by 
treaty-breaking power for the purpose of gratifying some American sen- | reducing the dut [do not commit myself in off end 
timent against an institution that she is trying to get rid of, and some | Ment as a substitute for the an nt of the Senato na 
time will get rid of when she desires to do it. The Brazilian Govern- | to the proposition to make a discrimin 1 to i t if 
ment has in her senate, and has had for the last thirty or forty years, ne- | the discrimination is to be max I belie on dy 
groes, native-born, who were once slaves and afterward became freemen. | too high, we should make it by a reduction i Lotl nj 
She has had a gradual system of emancipation going on there, and is rid- | The PRESIDING OFFICER Phe questic ‘ ‘ the 
ding herself of that institution in a way that is much less injurious | amendment of theS tor from M ppi { Mr. ¢ { end 
perhaps than the way we adopted. We are an impassioned sort of peo- | ment of the Senator from Louisiana | Mr. KELLOG¢ 
ple, and we jump into conclusions. The Brazilian Government seems The amendment to the amendm« was 1 ed 
to bea kittle more collected and cool than we are in disposing of their The PRESIDING OFFICER. The que ni nd 
domestic institutions with which they are not satisfied. They are not | ment of the Senator from Louisia fr. KELLOG« 
satisfied that Portugal in the early days of the colonization of Brazil | Theamendment wast 
captured negroes in Africa and forced them upon them. We are not Mr. MORGAN. 1 move to add at t t bul 
satisfied now, any of us, in the North or in the South, that the British | _ The adulteration of s ! t y product of sugar | for 
Government, our American and English ancestors both, eaptured slaves | 04,fr the purpose of giving | partner die aF gnaons nbn pat 
in Africa and forced them upon us. 2 omy ean gee hahaa waned pi y product of sugar used { Rp. anreetinen 
We are complicated with questions, social, moral, political, and in- | to the provi of this act, or shall Knowingly sell or offer for such 
dustrial, of a most dangerous and difficult character, one of which pre- | #rticle so adulterated, he shall be subject to indictment, and on conviction shall 
sents itself here to-day in the question whether a negro who has been | Saleiadintadh tae Sronererion eles Hy ees tagged cme -o ett lh ea ect 
made free by our laws shall work in competition with a negro who is | court not more than six mont! 
held in slavery in Brazil or Cuba. We have got a treaty with Brazil, | I do not desire to ask the action of the Senate on th d at 
and I claim that the honor of this country is involved in that treaty, | present. I preter to have it printed and let the Senate « t. I 
and that treaty pledges us that we will make no discrimination against | wish to call attention, however, to section 3252 of the hk tutes 
her products in favor of any other country in the world. We have a | upon the subject of the adulteration of whisky before the t paid for 
treaty with England also, and the English islands of the West Indies | the purpose or by means of increasing the color. | my desire to 
produce large amounts of sugar that come here. The Brazilian people | call attention to it so that Senators can look at it in conneetion with 
raise quantities of sugar that are imported into the United States. We | the proposed amendment. It is an intricate and diflicult 4 n, and 
say to Great Britain, ‘‘ Not having any slavery in your colonies ’’—and | one that I am not prepared to say I am entirely satistied with myself. 
yet, sir, that is a remark that would bea pretty broad one when we | The RRESIDING OFFICER. ‘The Chair understar that the Sen 
come to the moral fact rather than the actual, literal fact—‘‘ not hav- | ator fromm Alabama does not ask present action on t! endmer 
ing any actual slavery according to law in your colonies now, but hav- Mr. MORGAN. I merely ask that it be prints 1 will offer it 
ing had it heretofore, and being the prime author of the slavery on this | when the bill comes into the Senate 
continent to-day, we will exempt your sugar.”’ The PRESIDING OFFICER. The amendment will be printed 
Mr. MORRILL. Will the Senator from Alabama allow me to sug- Mr. SHERMAN. I desire to submit an amendment which I may 
gest to him also that these sugars might be easily transferred from one | possibly offer hereafter. I simply ask to have it printed 
island or country to another, and then brought here, and thus be ex- The PRESIDING OFFICER. The amendment will be printed 
empted from such a provision as is proposed? | Mr. KOAR. I wish to express my protest at this purpose being car 
_ Mr. MORGAN. How would you ever trace them? More than that, | ried much further. Of course when a bill is in the Senate it n an 
it is a discrimination in favor of Great Britain against Brazil. If I have | other debatable and endab! wwe, but neither we nor the country, 
got to discriminate at all in tariff laws I will discriminate against Great | who desire to know what is going on here or what is likely to be done 
Britain and in favor of Brazil. Brazil is an American government, and | and desire to be heard in ird to these great business interests, can 
although it is a monarchy in style and in name it is one of the best | know anything about what is going to be done in that final st: f the 
governments inthis world. There isnot a wiser statesman at the head | bill even when the bill is thoroughly considered in committee after days 
of any government in the universe to-day than Dom Pedro. We are | anddaysif there is to be a new presentation and debate and discussion of 
friendly with those people; they are cordial with us. They live upon | the whole subject. That certainly would be fatal to the bill not 
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speaking of what the Senator from Ohio has just given noticeof, because 
he isa member of the committee, and the committee must necessarily have 
some such matters to present at that time. I do not, therefore, mean 
it even as a criticism on the Senator’s amendment, but I hope that any 
matter of substance which any Senator desires to have considered by 
this body will be presented when we are dealing with the bill as in Com- 
mittee of the Whole, and not be postponed, for such a course would be 
utterly tiutal to the measure. 

Mr. SHERMAN. My purpose in submitting the amendment I now 
present, which could be put in better in another part of the bill, is with 
a view of giving notice of it, and to have it considered by the Commit- 
tee on Finance, to whom I desire to have it referred. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. No further amendment being offered 
to the schedule, the reading of the bill will be resumed. 

Mr. INGALLS. Has the proposed amendment of the Senator from 
Ohio been read? 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. — It has not. 

Mr. INGALLS. I should like to hear it. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. — It will be reported. 

The Acting Secretary read as follows: 

Provided, That an additional duty of 10 per cent, ad valorem shall be levied, 
collected, and paid upon the articles named in this schedule when an export duty 
is levied upon such articles by the country of their production. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The reading of the bill will be pro- 
ceeded with. 

Mr. BECK. Before that is done I wish to say I was endeavoring to 
write an amendment which I have not perfected, but I desire to give 
notice, to save time, that when the proprosed amendment of the Senator 
from Alabama [Mr. MORGAN] is acted upon I shall seek to amend it 
by providing in substance that any persons mixing glucose with sugar 
shall mark or brand the package containing such mixture, stating the 
proportions of each contained therein, and shall make it a misdemeanor 
for any person to sell as sugar any such mixture without advising the 
purchaser of the facts relative to it—not to prevent it from being done, 
but to require the seller to advise the purchaser of the facts in reference 
to it instead of making it a penalty to mix it. 

Mr. INGALLS. ‘There seems to be a very elaborate and persistent 
attempt on the part of the Senator from Kentucky and the Senator from 
Alabama to cast some aspersion upon glucose, an innocent product that 
is, manufactured from the starch of corn and potatoes. One Senator this 
morning endeavored to intimate that the mixing of glucose with any 
other product was an adulteration, from the fact that it was alleged to be 
poisonous. | beg to say in behalf of a very important and growing in- 
dustry in this country that those allegations are without foundation; 
that glucose is an innocent natural product; that it can not exist with 
any poisonous admixture without being totally destroyed, and that it 
is simply a product that has a lower per cent. of sugar than the juice 
of other saccharine growth. Ihave noticed in the papers, | suppose 
very largely in the interest of those who manufacture and refine cane 
sugur, an attempt to throw some unjust suspicion upon the product of 
the corn and the potato for the purpose of convincing the country that 
it is poisonous and untit to be consumed. 

Mr. BECK. Mr. President 

Mr. SILERMAN,. There is no question before the Senate, I under- 
stand. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. There is no question betore the Sen- 
ate. 

Mr. BECK. Allow me to state why | propose to offer the amend- 
ment. | agree, so far as | am advised in regard to it, with the Senator 
from Kansas that there is nothing deleterious in glucose and that it is 
a matter that may properly be compounded with sugar if persons desire 
to buy that sort of compound. All I seek to do is to provide that a 
person who thinks he is buying sugar with the highest saccharine 
strength in it shall not be imposed upon and buy a substance that he 
can not tell from sugar of the highest saccharine strength, but that 
when a compound is made containing glucose he shall be advised of it; 
that the package shall be so branded and the vender shall tell him, 
just as we do in regard to oleomargarine. I havea prejudice against it; 
but if anybody wants to eat oleomargarine, let him do so. 

Mr. INGALLS. Or drink watered whisky or watered milk ? 

Mr. BECK. Yes; anything of that sort; but I desire the person who 
buys it toknow what he is buying. My amendment looks to that end, 
and only tothatend. Lf our corn, of which we are producingsuch quan- 
tities, can be used as glucose and persons desire to use it in that form 
it may be the means of using up our surplus product in that regard and 
may be very valuable. All I desire in the amendment is to so arrange 
it that the person buying the article shall know the fact. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The reading of the schedule will be 
proceeded with. 

Mr. MORGAN. The bill is before the Senate, is it not? 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. | It is. 

Mr. MORGAN. I hope the little discussion that has taken place on 
that part of the bill here which relates to sugar and glucose will call 
the attention of scientific gentlemen to the facts in the case, and let them 
determine for us and inform us whether these suspicions that are so 
largely entertained are just or unjust. I am not willing to buy glucose 








either in the form of sirup or sugar on the recommendation of the Se 
ator from Kansas or the Senator from Kentucky. I prefer to have io 
body else who has scientific knowledge of this question to decide 
me. I have not shown any particular disposition, I think, to enco 
the sugar interest at the expense of glucose or at the expense 
country. Ihave merely desired, if the allegations that are made 
this article be true, that the adulteration shall not he allowed to go on 
if we have the power to check it, which I have very great doubts about 

The Senator from Kansas mistakes me if he thinks that I wish t, 
break down this industry. I do not know but I prefer the amendmen; 
of the Senator from Kentucky, so that if the dealer will keep his glu- 
cose in packages and sell it as such he can have all the advantage thai 
he wants out of it, and let the cane-sugar men and beet-sugar men. j; 
you please, keep their packages separate, so that we will know at leas: 
what we are buying. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The reading of Schedule F wil! he 
proceeded with. 

The Acting Secretary read the paragraph from line 925 to line 922 
as follows: 

Cigars, cigarettes, and cheroots of all kinds, $3 per pound; but paper cigars 


and a, including wrappers, shall be subject to the same duties as ars 
herein imposed upon cigars. 

Mr. MILLER, of New York. I move to amend, in line 925, } 
striking out ‘‘3’’ and inserting ‘‘4’’ after the word “ kinds:"’ so as to 
read ‘‘$4 per pound.’’ 

Mr. ALLISON. The committee have an amendment. 

Mr. BECK. I desire to amend that amendment. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Senator from New York has th 
floor. Does he yield? 

Mr. BECK. I desire to offer an amendment to the amendment, not 
to take the Senator from the floor, and that is to strike out “$3 pe: 
pound”’ and to insert: ‘‘ $2.50 per pound and 25 per cent. ad valorem.” 
I will give the reasons for it when I have the floor. 

Mr. MILLER, of New York. Will the Senator from Kentucky stat 
what is the difference between that rate ad valorem and a $4 per pound 
rate? 

Mr. BECK. The cigars weigh by the pound. One hundred cigars 
may be worth $10 or one hundred cigars may be worth $50. Under the 
proposition of the bill they are all to pay $3 a pound, and precisely th: 
same rate. I propose to make the rate so much per pound and so much 
ad valorem, so that the higher priced cigars shall pay a proportiouately 
higher rate. If the Senator will make the calculation he will observ: 
that by my proposition higher priced cigars are made to pay a higher 
rate of duty, which I think they ought to do, instead of a uniform rat 
between the highest and lowest. 

Mr. BAYARD. I suggest to the Senator do not put two duties upon 
the same article. One great attempt in this tariff measure is to sim- 
plify the duties. Have anad valorem or a specific duty but do not put 
both duties upon the same article. The Senator can reach what he de- 
sires by an ad valorem rate alone, but if we are to have a specific duty 
and then to have also an ad valorem duty it would be simply repeating 
one of the evil features of the present law. 

Mr. SHERMAN. Mr. President—— 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Senator trom New York is enti 
tled to the floor. 

Mr. MILLER, of New York. The Cigar Manufacturers’ Association 
have protested against the rate fixed in the bill of $3 per pound, becaus 
it is a large reduction from the present duty, and also for the reason 
that the duty upon imported tobacco, if the schedule should pass, would 
be somewhat increased. They insist by arguments which I think are 
sound that the duty should not be less than the present rate, which is 
$2.50 per pound and 25 per cent. ad valorem; but they recommend that 
if the Senate should desire to have only one duty, either a specitic o 
an ad valorem, that it shall be made at least $4 per pound, and they 
state that $4 per pound is substantially the present rate or the equiva 
lent of $2.50 per pound with 25 per cent. ad valorem added. 

I do not desire to take up any time in discussing this question, hut | 
am surprised to find that it has been proposed to reduce the duty so 
largely upon articles entirely of luxury, for we must admit that the im- 
ported cigars, chiefly the Havana cigars, are used only by the rich people 
in this country. From the information I have received I am led to be- 
lieve that under this proposed rate of duty the manufacture of cigars 
in this country, at all events the higher and medium grades, would 
entirely cease; that it could not be carried on under the rate proposed 
here. 

As to whether we should have a rate of $2.50 per pound with 25per 
cent. ad valorem added, as the Senator from Kentucky suggests, 01 
whether we should have $4 per pound specific, is a question which may 
be fairly left to the judgment of the Senate. I confess that I teel my- 
self largely controlled by the judgment of the Finance Committee on 
this subject, unless the Finance Committee should happen to be divided 
upon the question, as they have been upon nearly every one that has 
been presented to the Senate so far in the discussion of this bill. 

Mr. SHERMAN. I was trying to inform the Senator what the F- 
nance Committee propose to do in this matter, and we have all agreed 
upon it. 
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Mr. MILLER, of New York. I supposed we had their proposition | The PEESIDINGOFFICER. The second paragraph of the schedule 
in the bill before us. | will be read. 

Mr. SHERMAN. Not exactly. The schedule in regard to tobacco, The next paragraph, from line 929 to line 932, was read, as follows 
like many other provisions of the bill, was necessarily read over and Tobacco of all descriptions, unmanufactured, including stemmed and seed-leaf 
carefully revised more than once. When the first reading of the bill | tobacco, valued at 40 cents per pound or over, 7 cents per pound; valued at less 
was had in committee we had not before us the statistical information |‘? 4 cents per pound, 3 cents per pound 
which enabled us to judge of the effect of the proposed amendment, | Mr. SHERMAN. I move in the place of the lines read to insert 
the general purpose being to leave the tobacco provisions very much as | Pobacco in leaf unmanufactured and not stemmed, used exclusively for wray; 
they are in the old law. It was proposed, however, to raise the duty | pers, 7 cents per pound , all other tobaceo in leaf unmanufactured and not 
on tobacco in the first clause of the schedule to $3 a pound instead of | “* mmnas, a pound 
$2.50, supposing that it would be better to have a specific duty and only Mr. BECK. I think the Senator trom Ohio will find that a modifi 
one kind of duty, and thus avoid the ad valorem duty. But after an | on ot that was Intended to accomplish what he desires. Both the 
examination, and for the reason stated that the price of the valuable | Senators from Connect icut are very well informed as to the changes de 
high-priced cigars, &c., varied so much that it was necessary to keep up sired, and I hope they will submit the amendment that 1 had in my 
the combined duty, the committee came to the conclusion that we would hand, but w hich they have now, and they know more about it than I do 
propose to re-enact the old law, and I have now the bill before me as | Mr. HAWLEY. I have the amendment the Senator from Kentucky 
it was agreed upon in committee; the Senator from Vermont being ab- | Tefers to. It is to this eflect: 
sent, I have taken his copy. Tobacco in leaf, unmanufactured and not stemmed, when the greater portion 


Pre ve 2 PTOCRR = » Sen; » fr : , , | of the bale, box, or other package is suitable for wrappers, 75 cents per pound 
The I —s OFFICER. Does the Senator from Ohio propose upon the whole contents of said bale, box, or other peceens per poun 
an amen ‘ 3 


Mr. SHERMAN. Ido. I propose to strike out ‘$3’ and insert the IT have other amendments covering this subject generally 

language of the old law, ‘‘ $2.50 per pound and 25 per cent. ad valorem. Allothertobaceo in leaf, unmanufactured and not stemmed, 35 cents per pound 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Chair thinks that is precisely the Phat is the present duty on that. 

amendment offered by the Senator from Kentucky. Tobacco in leaf, unmanufactured but stemmed, $1 per pound 
Mr. BECK. It is the amendment I have proposed, but I am glad That is a change— 

that the Senator from Ohio is presenting it. The chairman is absent. Tobacco stems, 15 cents per pound. 


I have no right to state it, but my recollection is that after very full 
discussion the Committee on Ways and Means of the House have adopted | __,, , f a 

. Pr ~- 5 . Tobacco, manufactured, of all descriptions not specially enumerated or pre 
this same proposition, and I think it a very great improvement. vided for in this act, 40 cents per pound. 

Mr. SHERMAN. I wish to state further in regard to this, and my 
recollection corresponds with a memorandum I hold before me, that we 
agreed upon a second examination of this question to take what is pro- 
posed in regard to tobacco in the leaf from the bill in the House, and 


That is no change from the present law. 


Those provisions correspond in general with what was referred to as 
the House bill—I suppose I may reter to it—with the exception of the 
paragraph saying: 


a 5 i Tobacco in leaf, unmanufactured but stemmed, $1 per pound, 
when that paragraph 18 reached I shall propose a different phraseology Tobacco in leaf, unmanufactured and not stemmed, when the greater portic 
than what is contained in the schedule. of the bale, box, or other package, is suitable for wrappers, 75 cents per pound 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. Does the Senator from New York in- | 8P® the whole contents of said bale, box, or other package 
sist on his amendment ? This is intended to reach the new kind of Sumatra tobacco and is in 


Mr. MILLER, of New York. I desire to receive further information | accordance with the provisions recommended by the Committee on Fi 
from the Finance Committee before deciding upon that point. I dis- | Hance in the clause het ween lines 929 and 933, inclusive, and is agreed 
cover that in the next clause below the committee have raised the duty | Upon by farmers and importers as better suited to reach that end and 
upon imported tobacco very largely, and as this tobacco is a kind which | less liable to miseonstruction and evasion. It makes it a purely specifi 
is used by cigar manufacturers in this country in mixing with American | duty. ‘The Finance Committee reported: 


tobacco in the manufacture of a high grade of cigars, it will be seen of | | Tobacco, of all descriptions, unmanufactured, including stemmed and seed 

course that if we return to the old duty upon cigars it will not be as high | leaf tobacco, valued at 40 cents per pound or over, 7 ceuts per pound; valued 

in proportion as it has been, because the committee propose to raise the |“ “© Cenls Per Poway cen per pow ; 

duty upon the imported tobacco. We propose that that kind suitable for wrappers shall be 75 cents a 
Mr. BECK. If the Senator will allow me, | will say (the chairman | pound. That simplifies it 

of the committee will be in ina few moments, I hope) that when we Mr. JONES, of Florida. Is not that a new classification, “exclu 


come to the next paragraph there will be quite an important moditica- | Sively for wrappers?” 
tion offered to that, which I think will be satisfactory to the Senator Mr. HAW LEY. : It is 
from New York. Mr. JONES, of Florida Does the Senator say that will relate only 
Mr. MILLER, of New York. Of course I can not say whether it will | t¢ Sumatra tobacco? ; 
be satisfactory. I take the items as they are presented, and we are to Mr. HAWLEY. It is meant for that. — 
on this one first. Mr. JONES, of Florida. It will exelude the Havana wrapper just 





Mr. BECK. But I thought the Senator was speaking of the second | & well. : 
aph. | Mr. HAWLEY. No; 1 do not intend by the amendment, nor do 
Mr. ALLISON. It is very easy to state to the Senate what modifica- | those gentlemen covering a very large interest all over the country who 
tion is proposed by the committee there. desire this amendment, intend to aim specifically at the tobacco of any 
Mr. BECK. The second paragraph not being yet reached T do not | one country. Ido not think that would be teir and according to ou 
care to suggest it, because the chairman is absent. | Sreaties. . 
Mr. SHERMAN. We can propose but one at a time. Mr. WILLIAMS. They raise no wrappers in Havana at all 


The PRESIDING OFFICER. Does the Senator from New York in Mr. HAWLEY. There is tobaceo there that may be used for wrap 
sist on his amendment? pers. We have cigars from there, both wrapper and filler; but if we 
Mr. MILLER, of New York. I must insist upon it, unless | can 
have permission to go back to this question after we have fixed the duty 
upon imported tobacco which occurs in the next paragraph. The Fi- : 
nance Committee do not seem to be disposed to even tell us inadvance | Tevenue that is aimed at. 


should say ‘Sumatra tobacco”’ or specify ** Cuban tobacco’? we should 
come in contlict with treaties, perhaps, but when we say all tobacco 
used for wrappers we can meet the desired degree of protection and 


what they will propose in regard to this question. 1 merely desire to |. Mt BECK. Some oo nefere the Senator from Connecticut makes 
reduce the duty on imported tobacco from that found in the bill. Tam | lis speech, or after he does, it he does not call for it, | hope he will have 
in favor of a high rate of duty on all these luxuries. a brief statement made by Mr. Hammerstein betore the commission 
Mr. SHERMAN. I have no objection to letting the Senator go back read. He explains the whole matter and brings up all the difficulties 
because perhaps his request is reasonable. and each Senator can understand the matter as soon as that is read 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Senator from New York asks Mr. H \W LEY { will refer to that before I sit down. 
unanimous consent to come back to this question after passing on to Mr. SHERMAN In order t ) enaile the Senator from ¢ omnes ticut 
the next paragraph. The Chair hears no objection, and it isso ordered. | t? present his amendment in the way that he desires 1 will moddily the 
Does the Senator from New York withdraw his amendment ? amendment of the Committee on Finance by striking out from line 929 


Mr. MILLER, of New York. Iam informed by a Senator having | to and including line 956, and inserting in lieu thereof the marked par 
. aR, I , i vy a Sen: : g ! 

much better knowledge of parliamentary rules than myself that if we agraph [ send to the desk, and then this amendment will be open to the 
now consider this paragraph and pass upon it by striking out and in- modification the Senator trom Connecticut wishes to propose 


serting it will not then be in order to go back and amend that. Per- Phe PRESIDING OFFICER. The amendment of the Senator trom 
haps we had better pass over the paragraph entirely and not touch it Ohio will he read as modified 
until we have taken up the paragraph from line 929 to line 932, and | | The Prixcipar Lrctsta EVE LLERR. Ft is peopeses to Mrike ont 
leave the action entirely open on the first paragraph until action has | fem line 929 to Tine 956, metusive, and in lieu thereof to insert 

heen had upon the second. Tobacco in leaf, u mn 7 ifactured and not stenmmed, used exclusive 

Mr. SHERMAN. I have no objection to letting the Senator have it | | ny Aaa sa th re Re ea epee See ee eee os 

Just as he pleases in regard to taking it up. Tobacco stems, 15 und 
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Tobacco, manufactured, of all descriptions, and stemmed tobacco, not specially 
enumerated or provided for in this act, 40 cents per pound. 

Mr. HAWLEY. It would have been simpler if the Senator from 
Ohio were willing that I should offer these paragraphs as a bodily sub- 
stitute for what he has offered. I will offer them one at a time if he 
desires. 

Mr. SHERMAN. I think the Senator had better offer them one at 
a time, because some I will agree to and some I may not. 

Mr. HAWLEY. 1 will move—— 

Mr. ALLISON. I should like to hear the whole scheme of the Sen- 
ator from Connecticut read that wemay know exactly what is pro . 

Mr. HAWLEY. If the Senator has before him the House bill and 
will look at line 1042 he will see the changes. My amendment is to 
strike out the words ‘‘used exclusively for wrappers’’ in the amend- 
ment of the Senator from Ohie and insert: 

When the greater portion of the bale, box, or other package is suitable for 
wrappers, 75 cents per pound upon the whole contents of said bale, box, or 
other package. 

So as to read: 

Tobacco in leaf, unmanufactured, and not stemmed, when the greater portion 
of the bale, box, or other package is suitable for wrappers, 75 cents per pound 
upon the whole contents of said bale, box, or other pac ‘ 

Does the Senator from Iowa desire me to read further? 

Mr. ALLISON. I do. 

Mr. HAWLEY— 

All eonee tobacco in leaf, unmanufactured, and not stemmed, 35 cents per 
pound, 

There I agree with the Senator from Ohio and the existing law. I 
beg the attention of the Senator from Iowa. Then I bring in a new 
provision: 

Tobacco in leaf, unmanufactured, but stemmed, $1 per pound. 

And I stop to explain the reason of that. In the first paragraph it 
is proposed all around to put a duty of 75 cents per pound upon certain 
wrapper tobacco. 

Mr. ALLISON. Has the Senator read all his amendment ? 

Mr. HAWLEY. Not quite. I was explaining this paragraph as I 
went along, showing why this duty of $1 per pound is proposed on to- 
bacco in the leaf, unmanufactured but stemmed. The first paragraph 
aims to put 75 cents per pound duty upon certain tobacco exclusively for 
wrappers. Unless you change this paragraph just read they will take 
that same tobacco and take the stem out of it, which really doubles the 
value of it, and can afford to pay the 75 cents per pound. It is in order 
to prevent an evasion of the first paragraph. It will be nothing more 
than a fair duty on it. It goes through a considerable process of manu- 
facture by taking the stems out carefully, which reduces the weight 
perhaps by a half, but doubles the value. Next, my amendment in- 
cludes 

lobacco stems, Lb cents per pound— 

Which is no change from the present duty. Next— 

Tobaceo, manufactured, of all descriptions not specially enumerated or pro- 
vided for in this act, 40 cents per pound, 

I strike out the words ‘‘and stemmed tobacco’’ from the amend- 
ment of the Senator from Ohio, because the stemmed tobacco has just 
been provided for in my amendment as I have explained. 

Mr. SHERMAN. Raising stemmed tobacco from 40 cents to adollar. 

Mr. HAWLEY. Yes, because there will be an easy evasion of your 
75-cents-a-pound provision in the first paragraph. If you look on the 
printed scheme the changes are comparatively slight from the amend- 
ment offered by the Senator from Ohio. 

Mr. ALLISON. I call the attention of the Senator from Connecticut 
to the difference between his suggestion and the amendment proposed 
by the Senator from Ohio. The provision here for tobacco suitable for 
wrappers was intended to cover aspecial class of tobacco. I do not quite 
see the effect of the modification suggested by the Senator from Con- 
necticut by which he proposes to put stemmed tobacco at $1 a pound. 
I wish him to state, if he can, a little more clearly to my understand- 
ing, for I do not yet undersiand why it is that it is necessary to put a 
dollar a pound upon the stemmed tobacco, and if so, why it should not 
be done in connection with the provision for wrappers, so that we may 
know that it is intended to apply only to wrappers, and not to all classes 
of tobacco, 

Mr. HAWLEY. The clause is this: 

Tobacco in leaf, unmanufactured but stemmed, $1 per pound. 

It is partially manufactured, The gentleman desires to know more 
clearly, I understand him to say, the reason for that provision. I call 
his attention to the first paragraph proposed, which imposes 75 cents a 
pound duty upon tobacco in leaf not stemmed, exclusively for wrappers. 
Unless he adds the two lines which we have just been discussing, putting 
a dollar a pound on the stemmed, the very same people will take that 
tobacco, take the stems out of it, double it in actual value, and evade 
your 75 cents duty. 

Mr. ALLISON. Then I suggest to the Senator from Connecticut 
that instead of proposing that additional duty he strike out ‘‘and not 
stemmed;’’ so that it will read: 

Tobacco, unmanufactured, used exclusively for wrappers. 


Or, if he chooses to put in any additional phraseology there, ‘‘stemmed 
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or unstemmed,’’ that we may understand this provision. We hay 

had a great deal of trouble about this tobacco question, and there fee 
been a great many opinions about it, This exact provision that is now 
proposed by the Senator from Ohio is what the tobacco people a rreed 
to after a long conversation with the Committee on Finance in referenc e 
to this question. 

Mr. HAWLEY. Yes; I donot vary from that. Imakeno Variation 
from ifexcept on account of a subsequent discovery by both farmer 
and importers on consultation, hastily telegraphed here to-day, fearine 
this evasion that I spoke of; but I do n&t see at present why I may not 
accept the suggestion of the Senator from Iowa and say ‘stemmed oy 
unstemmed.’’ 

Mr. ALLISON. I trust that will be put in. 

Mr. HAWLEY. Ibegpardon; Iseemymistake. If Isay ‘stemmed 
or unstemmed’’ it makes a very great difference; none of it will ever 
come in unstemmed with the same duty, although it isas much a pound 

Mr. ALLISON. Does the Senator want a higher duty than 75 cents 
a pound on tobacco used for wrappers? 

Mr. HAWLEY. Ido; but it has been doubled in value by taking 
out all the heavy parts and leaving all that is really valuable. . 

Mr. ALLISON. But the tobacco the Senator is speaking of now 
comes in at 40 cents a pound. These people represent to us that the 
Sumatra tobacco comes into competition with the wrappers made in 
New York and Pennsylvania and elsewhere. We said to them, in orde: 
to cover that Sumatra tobacco, we will give you a duty of 75 cents per 
pound. Tobacco, stemmed, now is only 50 cents a pound. So, cer- 
tainly all they can expect would be to have this tobacco used for wrap- 
pers, stemmed or unstemmed, come in at 75 cents a pound. That isa 
large increase. 

Mr. WILLIAMS. Our own tobaceo that is used now for cigar wrap- 
pers pays a tax under the internal-revenue laws of 16 cents a pound, 
and one-third of it comes out in stems, which you must add to that tax 

Mr. HAWLEY. If one-third weight comes out, considering the la- 
bor, it is really about doubled in value. 

Mr. WILLIAMS. Certainly. There are two kinds of wrappers, one 
for plug or chewing tobacco and the other for cigars. I would sugvest to 
the Senator from Connecticut that possibly he had better modily the 
amendment so as to confine it tocigars. I concur with the Senator trom 
Connecticut that tobacco ought to be put at 75 cents per pound. I know 
that it is coming in competition with the tobacco of our own country 
There are two sorts of wrappers. The Sumatra wrapper comes in com- 
petition with your fine Connecticut seed-leaf. There is no wrapper that 
comes in competition with our Kentucky plug wrapper at all. | am 
for putting this schedule as high upon all foreign tobaccos as they wil! 
bear. I see now that we get some $6,000,000 revenue from them; and 
the question with me simply is how much duty they will bear. It the 
committee will tell me that by putting it higher we shall get less duty 
I shall be opposed to it; but Lam for putting them up @ the highest 
notch. 

A man in this country can not take a drink of American whisky, be 
it the Cincinnati bust-head or the North Carolina pine-top, however dis- 
tilled, without paying 200 per cent. on it. He can not smoke a Con- 
necticut seed-leaf cigar, nor a Pennsylvania stoga, nora Kentucky cigar 
without paying 200 per cent. internal-revenue tax uponit. Why shoukl 
we put theforeign tobacco lower than our own? Give the advantage to 
our own producers and our own manufacturers. I am for putting this 
duty to the very highest notch it will bear. 

Mr. SHERMAN. After wenave carefully considered in committee 
a question of this kind and conformed to the wishes of the cigar manu 
facturers and others engaged in this business and have met a particular 
difficulty in the existing laws of which they complain and the only one, 
I do not think it is wise for the Senate unless it has fuller information 
to change the duty so greatly as to advance the rate on this stemmed 
tobacco from 40 cents up to $1 per pound. If it is intended to include 
only the Sumatra tobacco, then it is very easily done under the tirst 
clause which advances leat-tobacco intended only for wrappers up to 75 
cents per pound, and that was as much as was desired by any one that 
it ought to be, whether it is stemmed or unstemmed, because that isan 
enormous duty. It is a large increase of the duty over the present law. 

It was not the purpose of the Finance Committee to lower the duties 
on tobacco. I know we did it in respect to the first clause by mak- 
ing a larger specific duty instead of a compound duty, but that position 
we reversed. We provided for the particular case pointed out by the 
cigar-makers by providing a higher duty on Sumatra tobacco, but in- 
stead of describing it by the country of its production we deseribe it bs 
the uses for which it isemployed and put it at 75 cents per pound. |! 
seemed to me that was all that was desired. Now, because we put upor 
this Sumatra tobacco 75 cents per pound upon that which is not stemmed, 
it is proposed that we shall insert another rate still higher on that which 
is stemmed. 

Now, sir, if you strike out the words ‘‘ tobacco in leaf used exclusively 
for wrappers,’’ leaving out the words ‘‘ unmanufactured and not 
stemmed ’’ 75 cents per pound, you cover the whole ground. = This has 
been carefully considered by both Houses. 

That is all I can say, and I think there it ought to stand, unless some 
very strong reason is given for this increase. 
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Mr. PLATT. a to make an explanation in the line of what 

. Senator from Ohio is saying. d f shi z 
a takes five or six pounds of American seed-leaf tobacco to wrap as 5 ee Betniain, of Kew York, Cr aE Fae Pen Snes Tekaeee 
many cigars as a pound of Sumatra tobacco will wrap. If you put 75 I desire to engage the attent ion of the commission for a few moments W hile 
cents a pound on Sumatra tobacco you will about equalize the two to- | eg med ee ry epg a we 2 pahjoct rhe leaf-tot nate ene the enya 
baccos, the Sumatra and the American tobaceo. gut mind, you put | tinually lnanenaine tenportation of Suna ~ a hg This we bee hey made ite 
that 75 cents a pound on the tobacco with the stems in it. Now what | appearance in the United States about two years ago. It had never been used 
will the Sumatra people do? They will take the stems out, making poe tag and it sprung into favor, first gradually and then very rapidly, so much 
7 . . 7 9 : > | Sothat its importation has become enormously great, and the tobaceo-culture in 

the pound of tobacco with the stems out W Tap a great many more cigars | dustry of this country is threatened with almost entire destruction, Ido not 
than the pound of tobacco with the stems in will. So we shall have | give you this merely as my opinion, but I have the facts to prove it. The Ameri 
no tobacco with the stems in imported; it will all be imported without | oe ee ae stand still, owing to this continued importation 
stems, and the wrapping capacity of it increased until it will still super- | tobacco. The importation of this tobaene bene te ts Superiority to our home 
sede the American tobacco. I think that makes it clear. | 1880. At that time the i . ' 
Mr. BECK. The Senators from Ohio and Iowa state correctly the | ee a - 
view taken by the Committee on Finance in regard to this question. it msioht be well forme to state herethat{ stlenieehidies tlt hice ite Dicliateaiaaiinles 
When we first considered it the language we used was that now pro- | sidered equal toan average of about twelve poundsof home tobacco. If a manu 
posed by the Senator from Ohio: | facturer of cigars uses four pounds of Sumatra tobacco, he can covet spe 


The Acting Secretary read as follows 


mportation amounted to about 12,000 pounds per month 
h of July, 1882, it amounted to 147,224 pounds—a most 


irs 

With it as well as if he used twelve pounds of the tobaceo raised in this country 

Tobacco in leaf, unmanufactured and not stemmed, used exclusively for wrap- | in Pennsylvania, Connecticut, Ohio, and other States. The cost of Sumatra to 
pers, 75 cents per pound, bacco in the market averages from $1 to $1.20 per pound. 1 r pounds of Su 
> matra tobacco at $1.20 makes $4.80. Twelve pounds of tobacco raised in this 
The men who are raising tobacco and the men who are manufactur- | country, at50 cents a pound, amounts to $6, so that, in point of fact. the tobacee 
ing tobacco, after a very full consultation, came to members of the com- | T/sed in Sumatra is a great deal cheaper than the tobac nect tan 64 y 


t a $ ye tet ps : ° Sesidesthat, it is equal to the finest Havana tobacco: indeed it is neo if aon 

mittee, I know they came to me, and said, as I thought properly, RE Crd Wa ehenen ee wrapping purposes. A cigar wrapped with Su 

that language would not accomplish the object they desired ‘‘ used ex- | matra tobacco, since it has become known, will bring ten ¢ 

clusively for wrappers;’’ that there was no way of ascertaining in ad- | cigar wrapped with tobacco grown in this country 

S ‘ t : . z : : : 3 “ Now let me show you the amount this country loses on the s ‘ ‘ 

vance at the custom-house whether it would be used exclusively for | Up to about two years ago our exportation of home tobacco was 50,000 to 604 

wrappers or not, and there would be no way of tracing it after it passed | pounds a year. Other countries formerly in the habit of using our tobacco ls 

the custom-house as to whether it would be so used ornot. Therefore | dpa = pny: sr vt wary: mene eae Cine Ropged tus 
. ° e . - € »Ortation of seed-lez obaecco has almos ‘! lv ceased tt st 

they stated that in order to reach anything like a proper adjustment | ofthe vexr (ore. canes - epee ps ty ; 


| of the year formerly the market was always bare of old tobacco Chis 4 rw 
the language ought to be changed, and these words used now proposed | have the stock of nearly 20,000 eases on hand, and the new toba was 














by the Senator from Connecticut [Mr. HAWLEY], after the word | ised last year is lying almost entirely neglected by the manufacturers of cign 
if aan t? 2 in this country on account of their preferring to use the Sumatra tobac i 
stems: increase in the importation of this tobacco is continuing steadily In the fis 

When the greater portion of the bale, box, or other package is suitable for | year ended [ssl the importation only amounted to 179,602 pounds, but in the tis 
wrappers, 75 cents per pound upon the whole contents of said bale, box, or pack- | cal _ ended — it amounted to 774,715 pounds, an increase of several th 
age. sand per cent 1 no mont since the importation of this toba »>b nl 

ise . , ‘ ., . | there been anything like the amount imported that there was during the Last 

That will enable the custom-house officers to determine whether it is | jnonth, the importat nie 147,000 | ons “Aegaaadl ns a 
suitable for wrappers and then fix the duty, because when it once rhere are about fifty packers of tobaeco in this country who | Mere 
passes the custom-house that is the end of it. Hence the modification the nn =e f thisnumberabout fifteen of th be presen wedew yt ! 

. P * ° > one .| Amsterdam, and other European cities; and hiletheyt uel me 
of the language, and the necessity for it grew out of a condition of | Can tobaccos. they seem to have come to the wenclasingt o tubaceos grown 
things that did not exist until within the last few years, but which | here are not of much » faras the making of - neerned 
was stated very well by Mr. Oscar Hammerstein before the committee | Compared with the Sumatra toba: ; 

m2 7" is Spscen : rhere is another thing I would like to draw your attention t The Sumatra 
and the Tariff Commission. I believe the shortest way to reach acon- | tobacco pays the additional duty of 10 per cent. which is imposed on ail good 
clusion would be that all or at least a portion of his statement should | brought from west of the Cape of Good Hope. Congress at its . 
be read, and then each Senator could see for himself what has caused eg coca saga pac pe Siest-ta Tine cohesion of ths fer a premium on 
. . 1c Hportation Of Sumatra t eco he reductio oft Ss it} er cent. duty 
the necessity for the changes now proposed to be made. | icin aimed ox creamals tia anhiieghd unemtainataasene tos Saamadk Gide: Seien: 

Our own people are now paying 16 cents a pound internal-revenue Instead of raising the duty, for some mysterious reason—I sup} ‘ res 
tax, and the men of the Lancaster valley, in Pennsylvania, and the | YS Not sufficiently int 1, otherwise it would not h en done—t re 

, : : v3, _ 2 y= } duce the du y and open the doors for still greater | 1, and \ t 
men of the Connecticut valley, and the men in Ohio, have been raising } the destruction of the culture of home tobaceo 

tobacco for use as wrappers, and $47,000,000 in one form or another in I have put in the set handed me a statement in figures, and if f th 
the shape of internal revenue has been paid by tobacco, and by a con- | ™e™mbers of the commission desire to interrogate me T am perfectly w g to 
eas . : . . : . answer their questions. I have stated in the schedule that the additionai duty 
dition of things which they can not control, and which could not be | on Sumatra tobacco should be at least 25 cents per pound and 50 per cent, ad 
foreseen, the sale of wrappers by our growers is absolutely stopped by | valorem, or a full duty of $1 a p i. That would be the very lowest estimate, 
the growth of an island in the Indian Ocean owned by the Dutch, the ae a ae ord icons oak doen t be > t hig coig tea ti ean 
. ao ° = Is co wry. nmy judgement wre shoul ea stiih her therease an 
island of Sumatra, not because the tobacco is more valuable but be- | 50 per cent. i haveexpiained the matter as fully as I can in ee acaba fo eaatede 
cause it is more beautiful in appearance, almost as fine as silk. It was | you gave me, I could not, of course, state what the Government would receiv 

brought before the committee and examined, and the facts are undis- | the way of additional duty on account of the increased importation 
P+} ‘ . . . . It is impossible to predi i the exact amount of increase in value of imports 
puted. One pound of the Sumatra tobacco will £0 as far as four or five | of Sumatra and other East India tobaccos, since the importations first began to 
pounds of ours. Thestatement of Mr. Hammerstein will show exactly | attract attention about July, 1889. Since that time there has been a steady and 
the condition of things and justify the action taken by the committee ee ease =~ -_ + Se Eee eee eee d. Ith apg n esti 
° bd ° ° © " iatec at e as nadia oduct can be worked advantageously 48 a wrapper 
as to the change in the language which is proposed. I ask the Secre- | for cigarsin the proportion of four pounds per thousand cigars, as against janchen 
tary to be kind enough to read it. to twenty pounds of American tobacco required to make a thousand cigars. The 

Mr. RANSOM. I should like to ask the Senator from Kentucky a | #™@eUnt of American tobaceo required to manufacture 1,000 cigars varies fron 

. twelve to twenty pounds, while the quality of Sumatra tobacco is so fine that 


question if I can have the attention of the Senator from Connecticut. | the manufa turer does not require over four pounds of it to make 1,000 cigars 


If 1 understand the proposition of the Senator from Connecticut, it is, | It is all leat. When a manufacturer buys American tobacco he never knows 

as the proposition of the Senator from Kentucky is, to place a duty ot | pecccape « badigbe — ety elite oe. — ee Seen Seem, en ee Se 

75 cents on this tobacco which is suitable for wrappers which is not sO gm nl a a tlc Salt 

stemmed. Mr. BECK. What has been read enables Senators to understand 
Mr. HAWLEY. Precisely. what it is. This is the effect of it as the committee was advised: We 


Mr. RANSOM. ThentheSenator from Connecticut, if I comprehend | 
him, goes further than the amendment of the Senator from Kentucky, | manufactured tobacco in this country, and the men of lennsylvania, 
and proposes to place a duty of $1 a pound on that stemmed character | Connecticut, and Ohio particularly raise the tobacco out of which wrap 


| are paying, as I observed a while ago, a tax of 16 cents a pound on all 


of tobacco when it is stemmed. pers are made. While we raise in Kentucky a great proportion of all 
Mr. HAWLEY. Precisely. the tobacco raised in the United States, I believe we raise no wrappers 
Mr. BECK. The reason will be given in the statement I have sent | for cigars. My colleague knows more about this than I do, and he will 

tothe desk. After that is read I will explain. correct me if the fact is otherwis« Chis tobacco was coming in. Mr 


Mr. RANSOM. Then the Senator from Kentucky agrees with the | Hammerstein was wrong, I am told, in saying it is better than our to 
y ag | : 


Senator from Connecticut in the propriety of his amendment fixing a | bacco. It is not as good, but it is as fine as silk, very beautiful, makes 


dollar on the stemmed tobacco ? a finer wrapper than Havana tobacco, and one pound of it will go as far 
Mr. BECK. I do; and the reason will be given in the reading of the | as three or four pounds of ou fhe importation of this tobacco has 
statement I have sent to the desk. absolutely closed up the mart ct for our manufactured tobacco in Penn 
Mr. JONES, of Florida. Before that is read I wish to ask the Sena- | sylvania, Ohio, Connecticut, and wherever wrappers are made 
tor from Kentucky a question. The product of tobacco in Sumatra is a monopoly belonging to the 
Mr. BECK. Allow this to be read first. Government of Holland. The Dutch own it, and they can make it any 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. TheSenator from Kentucky declines | price they please. Therefore if we desired to keep up our own product 
to yield. we had to guard against this importation. 
Mr. BECK, I believe each Senator will know more about it when Mr. Hammerstein is again mistaken in complaining that Congress ha 


that article is read. | reduced the duty 10 per cent. by taking off the discriminating dut 
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We have a treaty with Holland, which was agreed to in 1874, whereby 
the products of her dominions were to have the same rights in our mar- 
kets as those of the most favored nation; and last year we repealed the 
discriminating duty upon the demand of the Government of Holland, 
making it general and absolute for everything coming east of the Cape 
of Good Hope, which was not looking to this tobacco or anything else 
except carrying out the treaty obligations with Holland that we should 
remove « discrimination which was applicable to her and which applied 
to the tobacco of which I have been speaking. Therefore we are con- 
fronted with this question: Shall we stop our home market or shall we 
make a general arrangement intended, I admit so far as I am concerned, 
to reach the Sumatra tobacco? It being impossible to name it because 
of our treaty obligations with Holland, it being impossible to make any 
discrimination except in the general way of providing that that char- 
acter of tobacco which is imported and is suitable for wrappers shall 
pay something like a reasonable price, shall we not do it and thus pre- 
vent our own people and their market from being destroyed ? 

Mr. JONES, of Florida. Everything has been mentioned in connec- 
tion with this tariff except its legitimate object, and that is revenue for 
the support of the Government. It does not astonish me that the Sen- 
ator goes on to speak about the necessity of protecting the farmers and 
planters; but L wish to know whether the proposed increase of duty on 
the importation is to add to the revenue of the Treasury ? 

Mr. BECK. It will diminish the revenue of the Treasury. The 
small amount of revenue that we receive at the rate of 35 per cent. ad 
valorem now has been no sort of compensation for the destruction of 
the internal-revenue tax which we were collecting from the tobacco of 
Pennsylvania, Connecticut, and Ohio, which is now in the barns and 
has been for two years We have a double interest here. When we 
make our own people, from a product which they raise, pay 16 cents a 
pound, we surely ought not to allow their goods to be destroyed for the 
sake of the small revenue which may be derived from the products of 
a foreign government, who can sell it as low as they please, for the gov- 
ernment at Amsterdam can sell the Sumatra tobacco at any price they 
like. They have the monopoly of it and they are working it to suit 
themselves, 

I propose, even if there is some inconsistency in it, when we impose 
a tax of 16 cents a pound onthe tobacco raised in this country, that the 
men who have raised itshall not, because Holland qr any other country 
sees fit to send us in a wrapper that will drive them out of the market, 
have their product rot in their barns or their markets closed when they 
are bringing us in in one form or another $47,000,000 of revenne at the 
present rate of internal taxation. 

Mr. JONES, of Florida. It only shows how difficult it is to make 
this system accommodate itself to all the various interests involved 
whenever a departure takes place from the true principle of taxation. 
Che Senator from Kentucky, notwithstanding his constant and persist- 
ent and energetic efforts in behalf of a revenue tariff, has gone for a 
tariff framed to keep out commodities that were coming in competition 
with one that is produced in his own State. I am not an advocate of 
that description of tariff, for I do not believe there is any power in this 
Government to levy it. I think it is undemocratic, unconstitutional, 
and unwise. When it is asserted that a tax is to be levied not for 
revenue but in order to keep out a commodity that is in competition 
with a home product, then we surrender the whole principle that lies 
at the foundation of our tariff. Iam willing to give incidental protec- 
tion when it is not made the object. 

I have been at aloss to discover the necessity for this change in this 
tariff from 40 to 75 cents a pound. If the necessities of the Treasury 
required this thing to be done, I would yield and support the proposi- 
tion; but when the Senator from Kentucky says the necessities of the 


the proposition. 

The adoption of that proposition would have the effect of destroying 
a very large interest in my State by the direct hand of the Government, 
intended to affect another class of people. For instance, it is the purpose 
of this amendment to get rid of a description of tobacco made in one of 
the provinces of the Dutch, and finding themselves unable to reach the 
thing by a specific action they undertake to incorporate a general pro- 
vision into this bill which will have the effect of raising the duty from 
40 to 75 cents a pound upon every description of tobacco coming from 
abroad that is used in the manufacture of cigars as wrappers. 

Mr. PLATT. It applies to wrapper-leaf only. 

Mr. JONES, of Florida. Iunderstand that. In my State they manu- 
facture a Havana cigar entirely, the wrapper and all, out of the tobacco, 
and the interests there are very large and important, just as much so as 
the interest in Pennsylvania to the farmer there, except that in theone 
case it only involves a question of adding to the profit now derived by 
the agriculturist, while in the other case it would operate almost to the 
destruction of the interest. With the present internal revenue that 
they have to pay on the manufactured goods in my State, with this en- 
hanced duty and no corresponding rebate in the internal revenue, it 
would operate as a destruction of those established interests through 
the power of this Government, not for the purpose of raising revenue, 
but in order to add additional profit to some agricultural production. 

Mr. WILLIAMS, Let me say to the Senator that the percentage of 
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tax under the internal-revenue laws upon our own tobacco is just 
the same as this amendment proposes to put upon the foreign to 
and why a preference should be given to the foreigner over on 
people I can not understand. 

Mr. JONES, of Florida. The present existing internal-revenne «). 
tem has been made to go hand in hand with our system of internal dutie 
and on the subject of the manufacture of cigars the external duty hy». 
been made, as we know, to correspond with the tariff levied on the ray 
material entering into those manufactures; and here you propose to 
keep up the heavy duty now levied upon the manufactured article. the 
cigars, for instance, at Key West, where there is a very large interest 
and you increase the duty from 40 to 75 cents on the raw material, ak. 
ing it almost prohibitory upon the introduction of the tobacco into the 
manufactures now established in my State. 

I have no objection, if the interests of Connecticut or Pennsylyani, 
require that Sumatra tobacco shall be excluded, that a prohibitory 
tariff not necessary to the revenue shall be passed, and that those why 
believe in that kind of thing should doit; but when you come tostrike 
down an established industry in one part of the Union in order to 
build up another under this revenue which it was intended should 
have a uniform operation, it does not conform to my ideas of the exer- 
cise of that power of taxation which the framers of the Constitution 
intended to be exercised here. 

Mr. BECK. I am glad the Senator from Florida has struck a great 
constitutional question here on which he can exercise his genius, as | 
know he is very apt to do whenever such questions are up; but when 
he says I am inconsistent in making the suggestion I have made oj 
raising taxes on these matters, I desire him to understand that tobacco 
is one of the agricultural products upon which the Government has 
deemed fit to lay its hand, and to say that the producers of it shal! not 
sell a pound of it to anybody, even as leaf-tobacco, unless to a licensed 
dealer, and it has charged $500 for a man obtaining a license to deal in 
leaf-tobacco and provided that he shall not sell a pound of it unless h 
pays 16 cents a pound tax to the Government on all that he manutact- 
ures. While imposing that tax upon anagricultural product that brings 
in one form and another $47,000,000 into the Treasury of the United 
States, when we discover that the existing rates of duty upon this class 
of leaf-tobacco grown in Sumatra is of such a character as to destroy 
that interest in the Uuited States that pays $47,000,000, does the Sen- 
ator say we shall not protect it, and that it is inconsistent and wneon- 
stitutional to do it? 

It seems to me that involves the highest absurdity. If there was no 
tax on tohacco here, and we were then imposing high duties on an arti 
cle we did not raise, there might be something in the objection: but 
when we have said that our tobacco must be taxed, when it is a thing 
we derive our revenues from, having prohibited the man who raises it 
from selling it unless he pays the tax, we have a right to say that the 
tobacco which we can not sell without paying a tax upon shall not be 
destroyed either by the Dutch, by the Sumatra tobacco, or anything 
else. 

We puta tax on whisky and we put a corresponding duty of *2 a 
gallon upon all whisky that comes from abroad, Does the Senator say 
we had no right to do that, or will he come in and claim now that it 
whisky had been allowed to come in at 50 cents a gallon trom abroad 
and we had put up our own tax toa dollar a gallon, we should still allow 
whisky to come from abroad at 50 cents a gallon and destroy the inter- 
est from which we were raising a dollar a gallon at home? 
not. 

Mr. RANSOM. My friend from Florida insists that the Government 
can tax tobacco made by our own people, and then can not tax the to 


about 
bacco: 
T Own 


Certainly 


| bacco imported here from abroad. 
‘Treasury are not involved, my principle does not require me to support | 


Mr. BECK. I think the Senator from Florida got a little bit off, be 
cause he was thinking about the Cubans who have come here and set 
tled at Key West, clever men, good citizens, who are making very good 
Key West cigars. We are not interfering with them, nor are we inter 
fering seriously with Havana tobacco. Nine-tenths of that is used for 
fillers. I expect they are raising very good tobacco in Florids, and ar 
getting wrappers from Connecticut and Pennsylvania. Those men ar 
doing good work, and they are not going to be hurt by this provision 

This new thing which we are guarding against has sprung up, as the 
testimony shows, within the last two years, and it is bringing destruc- 
tion to an article which is yielding us a great revenue. We thought it 
was best that the internal revenue of the country should be guarded, 
and the men who were producing this large amount of revenue, w hethe 
they live in Florida or elsewhere, should not be destroyed. 

I assure the Senator from Florida that his operatives at Key West, 
who are a very deserving people, will in my judgment not be injured 
If I thought they would be I should be very reluctant to vote for the 
proposition, 

Mr. DAWES. Will the Senator state what would be the equivalent 
ad valorem of the rate here proposed ? 

Mr. BECK. Did the Senator hear the statement read by the Secre- 
tary’? 

Mr. DAWES. No. 

Mr. BECK. I will hand it tothe Senator. ‘The rate now is 55 cents, 
which was an ample protection on ordivary tobacco of the same qual- 
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ity; but they have now found that a wrapper raised in Sumatra, an 
island owned by Holland, four pounds of which will go as far as twelve 

junds of American tobacco, and which is almost as fine as silk, 1s being 
brought here, and while it is not betver and not so good as our own to- 
pacco, it is so beautiful that it is destroying the sale of the crop of Penn- 
sylvania, Connecticut, and Ohio for the last two years. We thought 
under these circumstances 35 per cent. was not high enough, and there- 
fore we have proposed an increase. That is the whole case. 

Mr. HAWLEY. I think I can perhaps aid in smoothing the passage 


of this measure a little by changing the form of the amendment. | 


The Senator from Lowa has criticised this paragraph: 

fobacco in leaf, unmanufuctured but stemmed, $1 per pound. 

| propose to omit that, to put the substance of it with the first para- 
graph, where it belongs, as it refers to the wrapper tobacco. I should 
be glad to have the attention of the Senator from Kentucky. I propose 
to incorporate two of these paragraphs in one, both the paragraphs that 
refer to the wrapper tobacco, in this form: 

Tobacce in leaf, unmanufactured, when the greater portion of the bale, box, or 


other package is suitable for wrappers, if not stemmed, 75 cents per pound upon 
the whole contents of said bale, box, or other package ; if stemmed, $l per pound. 


Mr. BECK. I think that is right. 

Mr. HAWLEY. That makes it entirely clear, but the $1 a pound 
provision applies to the same tobacco that the 75 cents would apply to. 
The reason of that has been stated so often here that it seems to me im- 
possible to misunderstand it. This same tobacco which you tax at 75 
cents by consent of the committee we do not propose to increase the 
duty upon at all in equity or in reality; but to say that if it comes 
stemmed, that is to say doubled nearly in value, it shall pay 25 cents 
more duty or a dollar a pound. I ask leave to substitute this 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The Senator can do that 
has been no action taken on the amendment. 

Mr. HAWLEY. I then change my amendment and put the one in 
my hand in place of the first and third paragraphs of the amendment | 
originally offered. 

Mr. ALLISON. I wish to say a word or two on this question. | 
yielded reluctantly to this tax of 75 cents a pound on tobacco for wrap 
pers. The original prov ision was inserted so as to cover all tobacco 
valued at over 40 cents a pound, and it was said that would include 
Sumatra tobacco; but afterward the Committee on Finance examined 
more carefully this provision and found that as we had origénally r 
ported it it was not consistent with the remainder of the bill in this, 
that it would include a large portion of the tobacco imported from Cuba. 

There are one or two things which I want to call attention to, that 
there may be no confusion about this matter; and the first is that the 
Senator from Kentucky nearest me [Mr. WILLIAMS] is wholly mis- 
taken when he supposes that this has the slightest relation to the in- 
ternal taxes on tobacco. The kind of tobacco that we put 75 cents a 
pound upon in this bill is not taxed at all in the United States; it isa 
free as the air we breathe; so that this tax of 75 cents a pound is en 





as ther 


tirely outside of and beyond any question relating to our internal tax- 
ation. 

Mr, WILLIAMS. Is there not a corresponding wrapper tax in this 
country ? 

Mr. ALLISON. Not in the slightest degre Unmanuiactured to 


bacco has no internal-revenue tax upon it at all. 

Mr. WILLIAMS. We have one tax tor plug-tobacco an 
cigars, and is not this tobacco taxed in the cigars? 

Mr. ALLISON. Undoubtedly; and is not this tax inthe cigar also 
Therefore I say that the producer of American tobacco stands upon 
par with this importation, the one paying no tax and the other pay? 
a tax of 75 cents a pound as proposed by the Finance Committe: 
is said we must do this in order to protect the growers of tobacco 

Mr. WILLIAMS. One moment. 


notone-fourth of the tobacco raised fit for wrappers; it has to go forother 


uses. 


anything about tobacco. 
Mr. WILLIAMS. 
4 tax as manufactured tobacco unless it is used for cigars. 
Mr. ALLISON. 
All this foreign imported tobacco pays a tax. 
Mr. WILLIAMS. 


wrappers she used. 
from Connecticut, and I feel like standing by her. 
Mr. ALLISON. 


tax in thiscountry. That is not true. 


I did want to say a word or two to my friends from Pennsylvania and 
Connecticut, for whose benefit and in whose interest this whole duty 
They are the peop! 
who produce the tobacco which is largely used in the manutacture of 
In the first place it does not affect 


relating to wrappers has been inserted in this bill. 


American cigars in this country. 
their market a hair. Itisalla matter of imagination ontheir part. |] 
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Everybody knows that there is 


Mr. ALLISON. Undoubtedly everybody knows that who knows | « 
All of it has to be sold on the market and it pays 
Undoubtedly when manufactured, but not before 


I can remember the day when one county in 
Kentucky—Mason County—exported to Havana nearly one-half the 
Connecticut then and Pennsylvania took that 
market away from that portion of my State, and they went to raising 
wrapper tobacco. Now the Sumatra tobacco is taking the market away 


The Senator from Kentucky need not be under any 
apprehension that the same kind of tobacco pays an internal-revenue 


[Si 


1881 we imported 500,000 pounds of Sumatra tobacco and 740,000 pounds 
they say last year I have not looked st that Is it correct ? 
Mr. PLATT. More; about 900,000 pounds 


F, 
4 
. 


Mr. ALLISON. Nine hundred thousand pounds. The pap 
said 740,000 pounds. How many cigars will these wrappers covet 
About 200,000,000 cigars. How many were made last year Phree 
billions and more. This Sumatra tobacco did not cover the increase ot 


production of cigars between 1881 and 1882 I tind that we made 352, 


, 000,000 more cigars in this « ountry in 1S82 than we did in 1881; vet it 


you cover all these cigars with Sumatra w rappers they only amount to 
200,000,000 cigars per annum rheretore it cuts no figure whatever; 
and in another sense it cuts no figure What is the value of your Con 
necticut tobacco and Pennsylvania tobacco t It does not 
exceed from 25 to 50 cents a pound. 


Mr. HAWLEY. Thegentlemanismistaken. I: 


or wrapy* rs? 


inshow him whok 


fields which sell for 50 cents a pound 
Mr. ALLISON. That is just what I wanted the Senator to savy 
The average of this tobacco doe snot exceed what I stated, 25 or 30 cents 


a pound, and the tobacco that is used in this country for wrappers that 
sell for 25 and 30 cents does not come incompetition at all with the 
|} matra tobacco. It is only that portion of the tobacco 1 
necticut Valley and in Pennsylvania which sells 1 nts a 
pound that comes in competition, and that is the very smallest portion 


su 
sed in the Con 


om 60 to 75 c¢ 


| of the tobacco But to cover the largest pos ible desire that t] peo 
ple could have we agreed that this tobacco should pay 75 cents a pound 
The amendment of the Senator from Connecticut at first proposed that 
thestemmed tobacco should paya dollara pound. He has moditied it 


That dollar a pound would cover nine-tenths of the toba 
ported into the United States from Cuba for manufacturing purp 
As originally proposed by the Senator it would cover nine-t 


the tobacco imported from Cuba. He modifies his amendment 
to make it apply to those pau kages the greatet portion ol wil ho oare 
suitable for wrappers. That is a new phraseology which I contess | 
do not understand fully, but if I understood it correctly it will cover 
practically a great portion of that tobacco which comes into this coun 
try from Cuba. The Cuban tobacco is suitable for wrappers, and it i 
largely used for wrappers 

Mr. WILLIAMS I will say the S« il ! he i ned 
on that subject 

Mr. ALLISON l may be 

Mr. WILLIAMS. Cubantol oisalwoys untit for wrapper Cuba 
always gets her wrappers from other countries Her tobacco leavesare 


ribs and bones in them to make wi ppers 


smaller, there are too many 
of them As I said just now, they used to get them all from Mason 
County, Kentucky, until Connecticut and Pennsylvania got to ra 
a seed that was better than « Mason County tobacco and su] plant a 
it. Now, a wrapper must be a large leat; there must be wide int 
stices between the ribs of the leaf, and the Cuban 1 ssosmall that it 
is Wholly untit for wrappet 
Mr. ALLISON The Senat be « ] I on know 
that my information is d ed from t CCO 7 l e} ) spent 
| some hours v 1? 1 with ot! ( ttee on Fi 
nance to whom vy nes little discussion of this an on. and 
they stated to tha \ 1 ¢ 1 tol wrap] " 
country, and that Cuban tol ) ble f pp 
Now, [I submit to tl er this ] ion im the 
‘the people v to t vrappe only that t dl 
not disarrang bacco-manufacturin d cigar-manutact 
interests of this country by this new proposition that comes in here now 
for the fir 1 Il heard of it for the first time on the floor of the 
Senate when it was made by the Senator from Connecticut I believe 
that it is detrimental to the people who make three thousand mill 
of cigars In the United States, and who comprise 480,000 labore t 
United States 
If the Senate will pardon me one word mdre | 
nough per pound for the men who can sell every acre of land they own 
which produces this tobacco for from four to five hundred d a 
acre, and they propose here a duty, as the Senator from Ohio ot 
200 or 500 per cent 
Mr. PLATT. How is that? The Sumatra tob 4 ) 
a pound 
Mr. ALLISON I am told that it costs from 85 cents to a dollar, 
a little over, a pound ind this tobacco comes in here at this 1 when 
the greater portion of the package is of this character of tobacco Sup 
pose 51 per cent. of the tobacco in a package is suitable for wrappet 
trom Cuba; then the whole package is doubled up to 75 cents a pound 
and if stemmed to a dollar a pound, by the suggestion of the Senat 
from Connecticu 
Mr. SHERMAN NI friend peak ibout the duty on this tobacco 
being excessively high We struck out the voluation at 40 cents per 
pound becaus said that some of this tobacco might fall within 
that range 
e Mr. ALLISON At their request 
Mr. SHERMAN We struck that out bee e it wi clause 
limitation. 
n Mr. BECK Allow meaword. When the matter was first presents 
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to us the Senator from Ohio and the Senator from Iowa stated the exact 
effects of our action, and we believed we had done all that we could do 
for these men; but I do not know whether it was in the committee or 
outside of the committee, because men having large interests come to 
us all wherever they can find us. Therepresentation was made to me by 
gentlemen from Pennsylvania and fr@gm Connecticut, and I presume 
from Ohio, that the language ‘‘used exclusively for wrappers’’ would 
not do, and suggested the language now proposed by the Senator from 
Connecticut, which seemed to me to do precisely what we desired to do, 
and to do it in an efficient way. Therefore I fell into the view they 
presented. 

Mr. ALLISON. Iamnot combating the modification of the language 
suggested by the Senator from Connecticut with reference to the descrip- 
tion of the tobacco, but I am only showing that by that description we 
extend very largely what we intended to extend originally. What Iam 
protesting against now is that we are to put upon this tobacco $1 per 
pound, as suggested by the Senator from Connecticut. 

Mr. RANSOM. May I ask my friend from Iowa a question? His 
statement on this matter is so very clear that I want some more in- 
formation upon it. If I understand the Senator from Iowa he does not 
object materially to the duty of 75 cents on this tobacco that is un- 
stemmed. If I comprehend, as I think I do, the Senator from Con- 
necticut, he saysthat this tobacco which is stemmed has had one-third 
of the material which is useless for manufacture taken out, and a pound 
of stemmed tobacco will go 25 per cent. at least further. 

Mr. HAWLEY. Much more. 

Mr. RANSOM. ‘Thirty-three and one-third per cent. further perhaps 
as fillers than the unstemmed tobacco would. 

Mr. ALLISON. I understand all that. 

Mr. RANSOM. Then if the duty of 75 cents on the unstemmed to- 
bacco is right, it does seem to me that the duty of adollaron thestemmed 
tobacco is right also 

Mr. ALLISON. That is a very good conclusion of my friend from 
North Carolina, but it is not my purpose and never was the purpose of 
the committee to make a distinction between stemmed and unstemmed 
tobacco, because that has never been made in our tariff laws. All the 
Cuban tobacco that comes in, whether stemmed or unstemmed, pays the 
same rate of duty to-day; it pays 50 cents a pound; and I take it the 
Cubans are not as bright as they usually have the reputation of being 
if they would put in unstemmed tobacco when they could put in stemmed 
tobacco at the same rate. 

So it is perfectly apparent to my mind that all the tobacco which 
comes in from Cuba is stemmed tobacco and not unstemmed. There- 
fore when we attach a dollar a pound to this tobacco we are virtually 
raising the price as compared with our present importation 100 per cent., 
or doubling the duty. If there is any constitutional requirement or 
any revenue requirement that will at this moment justify such conduct 
on the part, of the Senate, Iam willing to yield to it; but I can notsee it. 

Mr. JONES, of Florida. On that point allow me to ask the Senator 
a question. Is this the only instance in which the tax is raised on the 
raw material in the interest of our domestic manufactures under this 
tariff? 

Mr. ALLISON. If there are others I do not know an instance. I 
desire to say that although it was reasonably evident to the committee 
that there would be a reduetion upon American manufactures of to- 
bacco, When the committee finally concluded the schedule here we did 
not reduce the duty at all upon any article of manufactured tobacco. 

Mr. JONES, of Florida. The Senator from Kentucky made allusion 
to the large taxes paid by the producers of tobacco. 

Mr. ALLISON. They have no relation to this question at all, be- 
cause the same tobacco is absolutely free of tax in the United States. 

Mr. JONES, of Florida. The manufacturers of cigars pay large taxes. 

Mr. ALLISON. So they do on this very tobacco which is imported. 
They are obliged to pay the internal duty on tobacco after they pay 
this dollar a pound import duty. 

Mr. MILLER, of New York. I wish to put a question to the Sen- 
ator from Iowa. I understood him to say that in the present rates of 
duty on tobaeco there was no difference whether it was stemmed or 
unstemmed. Did I so understand him? 

Mr. ALLISON. Yes, sir. 

Mr. MILLER, of New York. If the Senator will look at the pres- 
ent law he will see that— 

Tobacco in leaf, unmanufactured and not stemmed: 3 cents per pound. 

Tobacco stems: 15 cents per pound, 

Tobacco manufactures, of all descriptions, and stemmed tobacco not other- 
wise provided for; 5@ cents per pound. 

A difference of 15 cents a pound. 

Mr, ALLISON. Yes, there is a difference of 15 cents a pound be- 
tween leaf-tobaceco and stemmed tobacco. 

Mr. HAWLEY. Forty-two per cent. increase for thestemming. All 
1 asx here is 25. 

Mr. MILLER, of New York. If you reduce the increase of the Sen- 
ator from Connecticut to the ad valorem it would not be so much. 

Mr. ALLISON. But what I complain of is that when these Pennsy]- 
vania and Connecticut growers, who have a monopoly of the growing 
of this kind of tobacco by reason of their climate, came to us and asked 








us for 75 cents a pound protection against an importation of only 500,006 
pounds of tobacco as compared with the millions that they prody ' 
and when we gave it to them, they now come in and ask for a dollar 
I say that that is going beyond any reasonable justification on the ~ 
of the committee with reference to an increase of duty. im 
Mr. HAWLEY. Mr. President, the Senator from Iowa says th: 
the importation of Sumatra tobacco makes no difference to any of nse 
people. I will read on that point a petition which has been on 
heavily signed in behalf of a change of this duty: ; 


To the Senate and House of Representatives of the 
United States of America in Congress assembled - 


The undersigned, your petitioners, citizens of and tobacco-growers j . 
of , State of , respectfully represent that the tobacco terest ne 
country is fast being ruined through the importation of a foreign tobacco wh ch 
is known as Sumatra tobacco. Sumatra tobacco is grown upon the island 
Sumatra, in the East Indies, under the direction of a Dutch syndicate, y h m4 
headquarters are at Amsterdam, Holland. Cooly labor isemployed tocultivate 
the tobacco, and the cost of its production is nominally small. The Sumatra t : 
bacco, While lacking quality, is of handsome appearance, and merely as re sah 
appearance has been found to be admirably adapted forthe wrapping of cigar. 
Its importation into this country was es) jially noticeable in August 1889 
when the quantity brought into the port of New York alone amounted to |9> 654 
pounds, against 147,224 poundsin July, and 179,602 pounds during the w hole yes ; 
ending June 30, 1880, showing an alarming rate of increase. As the Sumatra ~~ 
bacco leaf is exceedingly uniform and clear, regular in color and free from |; A 
stems, it can be worked very advantageously, and it is demonstrable that o,, 
pound of it will go at least as far for the purpose of wrapping cigars as thro 
»ounds of domestic seed-leaf. In some cases it is equal to four pounds of th, 
atter. The quantity imported into New York, therefore, during last Ayou« 
means the displacement in the tobacco market of three to four times that quan. 
tity of domestic leaf-tobacco. ia 
The Government now imposes a specific duty of 35 cents a pound and 10 per 
cent. ad valorem under the law, which fixes that additional rate upon commod)- 
ties brought from east of the Cape of Good Hope, but which law ceases in Jy), 
uary, 1883, After next January the sole import duty upon Sumatra tobacco wi! 
be 35 cents per pound. Your petitioners aver that this amount of duty is yoy 
sufficient to protect their interests. Already the farmersand growers of tobacor 
have great difficulty in marketing their crops, being undersold and crowded o: 
by the cheaper Sumatra leaf. The importation of the Sumatra tobacco is enor 
mously increasing every month, The American growers of tobacco fee! that 
they should be placed upon an equal footing with their foreign competitor 
which does not obtain in the present rate of importduty. They therefore pe: 
tion your honorable body to so increase the import duty that the tariff shal) |) 
prohibitive, or at least restrictive, and suggest that the increase sha}! be fixe 
notless than $1 per pound upon all tobaccos grown on other than North Amer 


can soil. 
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This petition was written before last January. That duty of 10 jx 
cent. has passed away, and the duty now upon Sumatra tobacco is 35 
cents a pound, which they fear is not sufficient to protect their interest 
The Senator from Iowa may trust the producers of tobacco as any other 
industry in this country to know just when they are in danger. ‘They 
are not likely to be deceived in that respect. 

Again, the Senator was mistaken, as my friend from New York has 
shown, in saying that there is no example of an increase of duty by 
reason of tobacco being stemmed. He is altogether mistaken ther 
The makers of our tariffs hitherto have perfectly well understood that 
when you took out the heavy and coarse stems you not only made it 
some extent a manufactured tobacco, but you added very greatly to th 
value per pound of that tobacco; and the existing tariff increases t) 
duty 42 per cent. upon the stemmed tobacco. So the Senator was 
wrong there also. 

Mr. ALLISON. I have made a memorandum of it. 

Mr. HAWLEY. Now I call attention, I think, to his inconsisten 
He was perfectly willing and the Finance Committee was perfect! 
willing and did propose in its own bill to give this duty of 75 cents ou 
tobacco for wrappers; it said ‘‘ exclusively for wrappers,’’ and we sug 
gested ‘‘suitable for wrappers’? and they accepted that in a moment 

Now, we take them at their word as being entirely willing to give us 
a duty of 75 cents a pound on that kind of tobacco, and we do not ask 
them to make the 42 per cent. difference in that which they have made 
between stemmed and unstemmed in the present law. We only ask 
them to go up 33 per cent. from 75cents toa dollar. They were entire], 
satisfied to g.ve us everything we wanted. The little additional amend 
ment that we suggest is really in no respects different from their own 
We take the 75 cents, but we suggest to them that their 75 cents a 
pound will be utterly evaded by simply stemming the tobacco, whic! 
they have recognized by their previous legislation as giving 42 per cent 
additional value, and we say put on 25 cents a pound for that and if 11 
comes in stemmed let it paya dollar. That is all the change we mak: 
in what they freely and cheerfully offered themselves, and not so great 
a change as the law has hitherto made in similar cases. 

Mr. CALL. Mr. President, the Senator from Iowa has stated th 
facts as to the use of Sumatra tobacco compared with the entire supp!), 
the quantity of cigars it will cover compared with the entire number o! 
cigars manufactured in this country. If the facts he stated be true 
and they are unquestionably true—the increase of this duty is neit!e! 
demanded for the protection of any industry in this country, nor !0! 
securing to it a reasonable profit, nor for the revenue, nor for any other 
conceivable reason except to give an enormous and unreasonable com 


pensation to the growers. Why, then, should not the duty be re- 


duced? The supply of tobacco is not equal to the demand for this pur- 

pose. The consumption of cigars is rapidly increasing, as shown by the 

Senator from Iowa in the statement of facts which he has made here. 
No kind of reason is given for this increase. It can not be said that 
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the supply of this species of tobacco is inadequate to the demand. It 
can not be dénied that the demand is greater than the supply and that 
it is increasing every year. It can not be denied that it is a very small 
portion of the entire quantity requived, a very small fraction. It is not 
necessary for the revenue; and for what purpose, then, and upon what 
argument can it be demanded? If the facts stated by the Senator from 
Jowa are true in regard to the number of cigars manufactured in this 


the proportion which this importation from Sumatra bears to the whole, 
there is no room left for argument. 

Now, the State of Florida is well adapted to the production of tobacco. 
Perhaps some day it will be a great staple there; but there is a great 
industry in that State chiefly in the manufacture of cigars, the fillers, 
not the wrappers, the latter being imported from Cuba in large propor- 
tion. This increase of duty will affect an interest which is a very large 
interest and pays a very large tax to the Government. I shall there- 
fore vote against the amendment and in favor of the proposition of the 
Finance Committee. 

Mr. PLATT. Mr. President, a single word with reference to the 
effeet of allowing Sumatra tobacco to come in as it is now coming upon 
the production of the wrapper leaf-tobacco in this country. It has been 
stated here that this production was confined to Connecticut and to 
Pennsylvania. Such is not the case. There are various other portions 
of the United States in which it islargely produced. I have been told 
that a single county in the State of New York produces more than the 
entire State of Connecticut of this kind of tobacco. The Senator from 
Iowa says that there is not enough of the Sumatra tobacco to make any 
perceptible difference or produce any perceptible result upon the crop in 
this country. This importation of Sumatra tobacco is only of about 
two and one-half years’ standing. It has been increasing rapidly since 
the first package of twenty-five pounds was imported into this country. 
Last fiscal year, the second year of its importation, the amount had 
reached over 700,000 pounds. 

From July onward during this fiscal year it has increased still more 
rapidly than at any period of its importation. In fact, its importation 
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under the present rate of duty will only be limited by the capacity of | 


the island to produce the tobacco, and it can produce every pound that 
is needed to wrap cigars in this country with the black labor of men 
and women as low as 5 cents, averaging from 5 to 15 cents a day. 

The case is simply this: This tobacco-raisingindustry has got to cease 
under the present rate of duty. How long it will take to entirely de- 
stroy it we may not be able to exactly foresee. It will not be 
If the increase of importation continues as it has steadily since it began, 
it will very soon supersede the American tobacco. 

Mr. ALLISON. Do I understand the Senator from Connecticut to 


long 


say that this Sumatra tobacco will be equal to the consumption of to- | 


bacco in the United States ? 

Mr. PLATT. Equal to the consumption of tobacco for wrappers, 
and that is all it is used for. The leaf goes three or four times as fir. 
It can supplant and is supplanting the American tobacco, and the ex- 
tent to which it will supplant it is limited only by the capacity for th 
production of it in the island where it is grown, and that island can 
produceit toanunlimitedextent. It can produce more than the United 
States produces, and is constantly increasing its production and send 
ing it here. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The question is on the amendment 
of the Senator from Connecticut [Mr. HAWLEY] to the amen 
the Senator from Ohio [Mr. SHERMAN]. 

Mr. COCKRELL. 


im 


Is it on the whole amendment or tlie first clause ? 
Mr. HAWLEY. The first paragraph. 
Mr. ALLISON. It is that part which makes the increase to $1 a | 


pound. 

Mr. COCKRELL. 
ment, but not all. 

Mr. HAWLEY. This is the amendment of the Comm 
nance, except that where the tobacco is stemmed it shall pay 25 cents 
more. 

The question being put, there were on a division—ay 
no quorum voting. 

Mr. MORRILL. I move a call of the Senate. 

Mr. ALLISON. I call for the yeas and nays. 
their lunch in different rooms. There is a quorum about. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The yeas and nays are asked for 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 


I am in favor of some provisions of the amend 


s 15, g: 


noes 


The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The amendment will be read so 
that it may be understood. 
The Aeting Secretary read the first clause of the amendment of Mr. 


HAWLEY, as follows: 


Tobacco in leaf, unmanufactured, when the greater portion of the bale, box 
or package is suitable for wrappers, if not stemmed, 75 cents per pound ypon 
the whole contents of said bale, box, or package; if stemmed, $1 per pound. 

Mr. JONES, of Florida. 


I understand that when this system of 


reducing taxes was entered upon it had some well-defined purpose. In 
every question that we know ef except this, reduction has been the or- 


r. This is made an exception. This is an increase of taxation, not 
for the purpose of raising revenue for the Government, because nobody 


ittee or » | 
ttee on Fi- | 


Senators are taking | 
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pretends that revenue is the object of this provision. I supposed that 
my friend from Kentucky, animated by that bread, constitutional view 
that has always distinguished him in his action upon revenue and 
tariff questions, would not have made this an exception. 

Now, if the Treasury wants money and wants it from this source, let 
us understand that and vote intelligently; but if we are going to raise 


. . 4 . | the tax upon a given import in order to secure a monopoly toa domestir 
country and the quantity of tobacco required in that manufacture, and | 


establishment, let us understand that that is the y 
from Kentucky. 

With respect to t ugar interest us stated here the other day 
very intelligently that while there a decrease in thé amount ot 
duty levied under existing law that article carried into the Treasury o 
the United States a large revenue that was necessary for the support of 
this Government and the many expen 
from year to year, and I supported it 
because I did that. I was not for 
understood was to control in this 
the burdens of the people. I und it was determined to 
go into this system of reduction that regard was to be had to the reduc 
tion of taxes on the raw material entering into the manutaetur 
country. But here we find an atten l 


ipt, tod 


~wsition of my friend 


1, 
nes » 10 W 


Wa 
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litures that are devolved upon it 

L was not for high protection 
which I 
the reduction ot 


departing from the rule 
SV m Ol retorm 


rstood when 





es of the 


»what? To exclude by 











prohibition a raw material which enters larg into a manutacturing 
interest, and thus increase the cost of the 1 ifactured article to the 
consumer. Why not tax the manufactured article if the revenue 
necessary? But it is not pretended in any quarter that revenue is t 
be derived in this way. 

It will affect very materially an interest in my own Sta [ admit 
but on principle I argue against it, and I have not heard a single argu 
ment here to-day which would justify this great increase of duty upor 
this raw material Il understand it to be the policy of the Finance Com 
mittee to reduce the taxes upon all raw materials and to increase th 
taxes where necessary upon articles manufactured which enter into th 
luxuries of life. That principle is being departed from her I sl 
vote against the proposition 

The I rincipal Le tive Clerk proceeded to call the roll. 

Mr. HAMPTON (when his name was called 1 am paired with the 

| Senator from New Hl | Mr. Ro“ 1 would vote “‘ nay’ 
if he were her 

Mr. MORGAN (when his name was called m paired with the 
Senator from N v York Mr. I PHAM lt were here, I should 
vote “nay.”’ 

The roll-call was concluded 

Mr. DAWES. My colleague [Mr. Hoan] was paired with the Sen 
ator from Ore Mr. SLATE! but the Senator from Oregon | Mr 

| SLATER] has transferred that pair to the Senator from Indiana | M1 
HARRISON]. I donot | to 1 he | transferred the pair of 
mv colleague. 

The PRESIDENT pro t he Senator from Oregon 1 ed 

Mr. SLATER rh pair | 1 transferred to the Senator from 
Tennessee { Mr. JACKSON ] 

Mr. SHERMAN I am ‘ th the Senator from Lou na {Mr 
JONAS]; but I am allow it vote I quest (there b v doubt 
about & quorum. I vote ‘nay.’ 

Mr. VEST (after having voted in the negatin I withdraw my vote 
I have a general pair with the Senat ym k Mr. PLUMB] 

Mr. HAMPTON | 1 ed? 

The PRESIDENT t t 

Mr. SLATER. Iam pair Sena om Indiana [ Mr. HA! 
RISON } but ud ! Vy ¢ th qu tion I 
my vot 

Mr. BLAIR t 1 the il ( I 1] 
with the Senat 1 Georgia | M BARROW ], reserving t! 
vote if it isnecessary to makea quorum. I withdraw my 

The PRESIDENT ; tem) The vote lacks two ol 

Mr. BLAIR. Then I vote ‘‘yea.’’ 

Mr. HAMPTON I reserved the right to vote to make a q wim 
My colleague [Mr. BuTLER] is paired with the Senator from 1’ 
vania [ Mr. CAMERON | 

The PRESIDENT p » tempo D il her tol hto vote 

Mr. BECK. Is it in order to move that t S e adjour! I di 
not believe in a quorum going a be 

Mr. SHERMAN There a me ste bel taking lunel | | 
send tor them 

Mr. BECK I move that the Senate adjourn 

Mr. COCKRELL I raise the point of order that that not in 
order. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempc Not during the roll-call 

Mr. BECK I asked a question 

The PRESIDENT pro tempor The Chair can not receive a motion 
for adjournment during a roll-call 

Mr. BECK It is not in order to call on Senators to vote. I insist 
we shall have a quorum present and unpaired if we are todo business 

Mr. SHERMAN. There are gentlemen all around who have not 

oted: some of them are dining 

Mr. BECK I know; but they onght to be in their seats 

\ir. CAMERON, of Wisconsin. ! vote ** yea.”’ 
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The result was annonnced—yeas 18, nays 21; as follows: 
YEAS—18. 


Aldrich, Chilcott, Gorman, Platt, 
Beck, Conger, Hawley, Sawyer, 
Blair, Davis of W. Va. Jones of Nevada, Williams. 
Camden, Dawes, Lapham, 
Cameron of Wis., Frye Miller of N. Y., 
NAYS—21. 

Allison, Davis of Il1., Jones of Florida, Sherman, 
Anthony, Edmunds, McDill, Slater, 
Bayard, George, Maxey, Vance, 
Call, Groome, Morgan, 
Cockrell Hampton, Morrill, 
Coke, Harris, Sewell, 

ABSENT—37. 
Barrow, Harrison MeMillan, Saulsbury, 
Brown, Hill, McPherson, Saunders, 
Butler, Hoar, Mahone, Van Wyck 
Cameron of Pa., Ingalls, Miller of Cal., Vest, 
Fair, Jackson, Mitchell, Voorhees 
Farley, Johnston, Pendleton, Walker, 
Ferry, Jonas, Plumb, Windom. 
Garland, Kellogg, Pugh, 
Grover, Lamar, Ransom, 
Hale, Logan, Rollins, 


So the amendment to the amendment was rejected. 

The PRESIDENT protempore. The other portion of the amendment 
of the Senator from Connecticut [Mr. HAWLEY] now comes up. 

Mr. SHERMAN. In order to avoid the objection made by the Sen- 
ator from Connecticut—— 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. 
been voted on as yet. 

Mr. SHERMAN. I believe there is no objection to that. Let it be 
read, 

The Acting Secretary read as follows: 


A portion of the amendment has not 


All other tobacco in the leaf, unmanufactured and not stemmed, 35 cents per 
Porobeceo stems, 15 cents per pound, 

Tobacco, manufactured, of all descriptions, not specially enumerated or pro- 
vided for in this act, 40 cents per pound. 

The amendment to the amendment was agreed to. 

Mr. SHERMAN. Now, in the first line of the amendment ** and not 
stemmed ’’ I think should be stricken out. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. In the amendment just adopted ? 

Mr. SHERMAN. No; in the committee amendment. 

Mr. HAWLEY. That is the amendment which I endeavored to 
amend. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The question is on the amendment 
of the Senator from Ohio as amended. 

Mr. HAWLEY. What is it proposed now to do? 

Mr. SHERMAN. I propose to have it read. 

Tobacco in leaf, unmanufactured, when the greater portion of the bale, box, &c. 

Adopting the language of the Senator from Connecticut, and striking 
out the words ‘‘ but not stemmed,’’ because there is a tax on tobacco 
not stemmed and yet no tax on the tobacco stemmed. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The amendment as modified will be 
read 

The Acting Secretary read as follows: 

Pobacco in leaf, unmanufactured, when the greater portion of the bale, box, 
or other package is suitable for wrappers, 75 cents per pound upon the whole 
contents of said bale, box, or other package. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. Was not that amendment just agreed to? 

Mr. HAWLEY. No, not quite. There isa material difference. I 
believe the proposition, according to the Senator from Ohio, is that it 
shall pay 75 cents whether stemmed or unstemmed. 

Mr. SHERMAN. No. The onlyobjection to the amendment of the 
Senator from Connecticut was to the portion increasing the duty. 

Mr. JONES, of Florida. Let me ask the Senator from Ohio the 
amount of revenue he thinks this change in the law will yield; or will 
it have the eflect of prohibiting the importation altogether? 

Mr. SHERMAN. i presume it will limit the importation consider- 
ably. 

Mr. JONES, of Florida. It will cut down the importation ? 

Mr. SHERMAN. Ithink so. I do not know positively; I can not 
say. 

Mr. HAWLEY. I give it as my opinion hastily, without of course 
mature consideration, for we have not the time or the materials for it, 
that as this tobacco is called worth about a dollar or over that a pound 
and the duty is but 75 cents on it, I think there will continue to be an 
importation of it, especially as one pound of it will wrap as much as 
three to four pounds of any American tobacco, and even at $1 or 75 
cents duty it will then supersede some kind of American leaf-tobacco. 
I think there will be some importation; butif none of it comes in there 
will be as much duty collected as before. 

Mr. ALLISON. There is no doubt of the fact that there will be im- 
portations of this tobacco, because the American tobacco is not so val- 
uable for wrapping cigars, 

Mr. HAWLEY. That is a mistake. The American tobacco is ad- 
mirably suited for it, and makes a fine wrapper. 
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Mr. ALLISON. Then I withdraw that. 

Mr. HAWLEY. But this tobacco isso especially thin and light that 
one pound will go as far as three or four of ours. 

Mr. ALLISON. I know there is some sensitiveness in regard to the 
character of tobacco raised in the Connecticut Valley. 

Mr. HAWLEY. It is also raised in New York, New Jersey, 
sylvania, and other States. : 

Mr. ALLISON. There is no doubt of the fact that there will be in. 
portations of tobacco under this provision, because no foreign tobace 
can come in for wrappers at all unless it pays 75 cents a pound, 

Mr. JONES, of Florida. From any quarter? 

Mr. ALLISON. From any quarter. 

Mr. CALL. I ask the Senator from Ohio if this is not an increas. 
practically of the duty on tobacco over that reported by the committee” 

Mr. SHERMAN. The report of the Committee on Finance raises 
this kind of tobacco from 40 cents to 75 cents per pound. 

Mr. CALL. Is not this amendment an increase upon the duty re- 
ported by the committee? 

Mr. SHERMAN. No, sir; the change of phraseology is, I think, ay 
improvement. 

Mr. CALL. It does not increase the duty ? 

Mr.SHERMAN. No, sir; the change, as I understand it, is instead 
of saying that it shall be tobacco in leaf which is used exclusively fi 
wrappers, that it is tobacco in leaf suitable for use for wrappers. — 

Mr. EDMUNDS. Making the phraseology much clearer. 

Mr. SHERMAN. I see no objection. I think the phraseology js 
improved. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The question is on the amendment 
of the Senator from Ohio as amended. 

The amendment as amended was agreed to. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The reading of the bill will proceed. 

Mr. MILLER, of New York. The understanding was that when the 
clause just disposed of was acted on we should return to the first clause 
of the schedule, which was not acted on. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The question is on the first clause 

Mr. MILLER, of New York. It was read and I moved an amend- 
ment, and with the consent of the Senator from Kentucky I will accept 
his proposition with a modification, so that it shall read, instead of 
**three dollars per pound,’’ ‘‘ two dollars and a half per pound and 30) 
per cent ad. valorem.’’ The present rate is two dollars and a half a 
pound and 25 per cent. ad valorem. I think that the cigar manufact 
urers, laboring men of this country, are entitled to this addition of 
5 per cent. in the ad valorem to make up for what we have just added 
to the raw material, changing it from 40 cents to 75 cents per pound 
Under the law as it now stands they are just able to get along. Now 
we have added to the cost of the kind of tobacco which is to be used 
for the wrappers 35 cents a pound by increasing the duty from 40 to 75 
cents. I think the slight addition of 5 per cent. ad valorem will just 
about cover that and leave the ratio between the cigar and the raw to 
bacco about the same as it stands now. The proposition then will lx 
to make the duty two dollars and a half and 30 per cent. ad valorem 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. There is no ad valorem duty men- 
tioned here. 

Mr. MILLER, of New York. I move to strike out ‘* $3 per pound ”’ 
and insert ‘‘ $2.50;’’ and after that to add ‘‘and 30 per cent. ad valo- 
rem. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The amendment is, in lines 925 and 
926, to strike out ‘‘$3’’ and insert ‘‘$2.50 per pound and 30 per cent 
ad valorem.”’ 

Mr. MILLER, of New York. The present rate is $2.50 and 25 per 
cent. ad valorem. 

Mr. BECK. I made the proposition for $2.50 a pound and 295 per 
cent. ad valorem, which upon all the arguments we have had before us 
seemed to me right, to make the higher class pay something more. 

Mr. SHERMAN. That isall that the gentlemen interested in the 
domestic production of cigarsasked for, that the old duty should remain 
This is merely putting it up without any reason whatever. 

Mr. MILLER, of New York. I do not know by what authority the 
Senator from Ohio makes that statement, but I am authorized to sa) 
thet the laboring men, the men who do the work of manufacturing 
cigars, are not satisfied with that rate. I desire to ask the Senato: 
from Kentucky if he does not think it just and right that we should add 
at least 5 per cent. to the ad valorem duty in consideration of the large 
increase we have just made to the duty upon the imported wrapper’ 

Mr. BECK. I think if the amendment of the Senator from Con- 
necticut had prevailed 30 per cent. would not be too much. | thouglit 
it would prevail. It not having carried, 25 per cent. ad valorem and 
$2.50 a pound is what I think is right. If the other provision had 
been carried I would have agreed with the Senator from New York, | 
think. 

Mr. MILLER, of New York. I do not understand by what process 
of reasoning the Senator arrives at the idea that after we have raised 
the duty upon wrappers from 40 cents a pound to 75 cents there should 
not be any increase in the duty upon the manufactured article. I am 
going on the proposition that the present schedule has been right, and 
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that the ratio between the duty on the imported raw tobacco and upon 
the manufactured cigars was just. If that be correct, then I insist that 
some slight addition must be made to the duty upon the manufactured 
cigar, and I have here an amendment prepared by the workmen them- 
selves Who are engaged in the manutacture of cigars in which they state 
distinctly that the present rate, two dollars and a half a pound and 25 


yer cent. ad valorem, will be sufficient and satisfactory to them provided | 


that the duty upon the raw material is not at all raised, but if it is that 
they desire and feel that they have a right toask a proportional increase 
upon the manufactured cigar. 

Though I do not like to take up the time of the Senate, rather than 
let this be passed without proper consideration, unless the Finance 
Committee can see the justice of my amendment and consent to this 
slight addition, Ishall desire to lay the argument of the laborers them- 
selves before the Senate and have it read by the Secretary. It seems 
tome that after having given 40 cents additional upon the raw mate- 
rial, this small addition of 5 per cent. should be granted without any 


contest. 

Mr. ALLISON. This duty was put upon imported tobacco when 
we had an internal tax of 24 cents a pound and 32 cents a pound on 
the domestic product. Now, it is contemplated in this very bill to 
reduce domestic tobacco to 12 cents a pound. Surely, with all these 
changes of internal-revenue tax in the direction of reduction, these 
people can not expect an increase of duty upon the imported article. 

Mr. MILLER, of New York. I do not see what that has to do with 
the question. 

Mr. ALLISON. It has everything to do with it. 

Mr. MILLER, of New York. We are dealing now with imported 


tobacco. 

Mr. ALLISON. Does not the Senator see that if we reduce the in- 
ternal tax upon manufactured tobacco it does affect the price of cigars 
imported ? 

Mr. BECK. The amendment relative to Sumatra tobacco seems to 
me more in the nature of a prohibition indirectly than of increased 
duty. So the present relation is not changed. 

Mr. MILLER, of New York. I will send to the Secretary’s desk 
and ask to have read the argument of the laborers themselves who man- 
ufacture cigars. We have just given alarge increase of duty to the 
growers of the tobacco. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The Senator from New York asks to 
have a paper read as part of his speech. 

Mr. BAYARD. Doesthe Senator want the whole of that circular read ? 

Mr. MILLER, of New York. I have marked the portions which | 
desire to have read, only two or three pages. 

Mr. CAMERON, of Wisconsin. Would not the Senator from New 
York be satisfied to have it appear in the REcorD to-morrow morning 
and allow us to vote now ? 

Mr. MILLER, of New York. There seems to be objection to the 
reading of it. I supposed that a number of Senators on this side, from 
the arguments I have heard heretofore, had some regard to the laboring 
men of this country. Ifthe Secretary will return it I will read such 
portions as I may think wise. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. 
or it can be read at the desk. 

Mr. MILLER, of New York. I will read myself such portions as I 
think proper to present. The laboring men interested in the industry 
ef manufacturing cigars in this country present here a memorial, and 
while I have not the statistics before me I desire now to refer briefly 
to the speech that was made by the honorable Senator from Iowa [ Mr. 
ALLISON] a few moments ago. If I remember correctly—if I do not 
state it correctly he will see that I am put right—he stated that there 
were 400,000 laboring men engaged in the manufacture of cigars in the 
United States. Is that correct? 

Mr. ALLISON. Four hundred and eighty thousand. 

Mr. MILLER, of New York. Four hundred and eighty thousand ? 
He might make it even 500,000 in round numbers. It seems to me that 
their interests in this matter are worthy of some consideration. In the 
statement of these workingmen which I present « comparison is made 
of the cost of labor in this country and in Cuba where the same grades 
of cigars are made which this duty affects. I will not trouble the Sen- 
ate to read that portion of it for the reason that we have heard about 
the condition of labor in Cuba and in this country, and have had it 
fully discussed on the sugar question, so that it is familiar to the whole 

Senate. Therefore it is not necessary to go over that. They simply 
insist that free men in the United States can not compete on equal terms 
with the African slaves and Chinese coolies in Cuba, and therefore they 
ask for this protection to their industry. They set forth fully what the 
cost of this duty is to the manufacturer of cigars, which it is not neces- 
sary to trouble the Senate with. The recapitulation of the whole matter 
isthis: Speaking then of the proposition of the Finance Committee to re- 
duce the duty to $3 per pound, which has now been changed, they say: 

First. It is not necessary to decrease the tax upon articles of luxury while 
there are so mary articles of prime necessity to the people upon which duties 
are maintained, the duty on which isnotin any sense protective to any class. 

Second. That there is only one equitable way of laying imposts upon imported 


cigars that will reach the higher grades in a oy my ratio, but by the system as 
employed under the tariff now in force, namely, by both weight and ad valorem 


XIV. 120 


The Senator has a right to read it, 
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Third. It should not be less than at present, namely, $2.50 per pound and 2 








per cent. ad valorem, but if it be deemed necessary, in order to simplify the 
tariff, to abolish the compound duty upon cigars the specific duty should be not 
less than $4 per pound 
In another portion of their statement they say they will be satisfied 
with that rate of duty provided the duty upon imported tobacco is not 
| increased. They have some consideration tor the grower of tobaccs, it 
seems, 
Fourth. We do not ask a reduet iw material (Havana leaf) unless 
the duty upon cigars be lowered, re is we do, that that duty protects 


the American farmer who raises to 
tion In Improving the quality of his crops over, We believe he is as much 
entitled to * protection’ as the sugar or rice planter, the owner of the copper 
mines of Michigan, the lead mines of the West, or the iron of Pennsvivania 
Fifth. We ask that a reasonable and just tariff law be speedily passed in order 
that we may not be further embarrassed by agitat and that the 





tlates him to greater exer 
n 


wants of American citizens be considered rath: 


tion of the subjeet, 






than those of a country in which 
human beings are mere chattels and are bought and sold like pigs or catth 
Sixth. We ask that the laws be so changed in ter of the customs stamp 


the mat 
upon imported cigars, and the * caution notice” a 
tic-made article, that each may be sold upon its merits 

We ask nothing from the Government but fair play, an open field and no fa 
vors. With wise legislation this already important branch of American manu- 
facture could by native thrift and energy be so increased that we could hold (as 
we ought to be enabled to) the entire American market to ourselves, and so en 
large the business as to benefit to no small degree the farmers of Connecticut, 
Massachusetts, Pennsylvania, and New York, but the great West also, for the 
reason that the before-mentioned States could not then raise sufticient wrappers 
to supply the market, and the West (which already shows a marked improve 
ment in the quality of its leaf) would be called upon to supply the deficiency; 
but reduce the duty as you propose and you willturn our markets over to Cuba- 


brand” upon the domes 


I desire the special attention of the Senate to this passage 
and you will turn our markets over to Cuba, destroy the cigar-makin 
and cripple the farmers 

All of which is respectfully submitted. 


y industry, 


Signed by a committee of the cigar manufacturers of the United 
States. There are in the city of New York alone seven hundred and 
sixty-one cigar factories, with an aggregate capital of $6,000,000, em 
ploying about 17,000 persons in one city alone, the wages of which 
amount to more than $6,000,000 annually, and the total value of the 
product to over $18,000,000 annually. 

Now, I desire to ask the chairman of the Finance Committee what 
was the value of the cigars imported into this country last year? 

Mr. ALLISON. Value of cigars? 

Mr. MILLER, of New York. I have asked a question of the chair- 
man of the Finance Committee or the Senator from Ohio who seems to 
have this matter entirely in charge; and I hope if we are to go on with 
this bill indefinitely from 11 o’clock in the morning until 12 o'clock 
at night that the gentlemen who have the bill in charge and who know 
all about it and who have given so much attention to it will at least 
give us their presence in the Senate in order that we may receive the 
information which the other Senators do not possess 

Mr. ALLISON. The amount is $2,898,173.99 

Mr. MILLER, of New York. I thank the Senator from Iowa for giv- 
ing me the information which | now obtain trom one of those who have 
this particular billin charge. It seems, then, that withthe present rate 
of duty as it now stands, only 40 cents a pound on this kind of tobacco 
we have just been considering, the American manutacturers scattered 
all over the country in every city, and in every little village and ham 
let, looking after the whole trade, attending to the wants of the peop! 
in regard to the matter of cigars and cigarettes, were not able to keep 
out the foreign product at all, and a valuation of more than $2,000,000 
was imported last year 

If that be true, I say this increased duty upon this peculiar kind ot 
tobacco if it be not offset by a somewhat proportionate increase of duts 
on cigars, instead of increasing the manuitacture in this country will 
rapidly decrease it, and we shall be sending our money abroad to pay 
for labor in Cubaand the West India Islands instead of maintaining our 
home industries as weshould. If the Senate is willing to raise the duty 
on the raw tobacco from 40 cents a pound to 75 cents. why not give 
corresponding increase on the manutactured article 

I consented to that increase and was willing it should be done, and 
the gentlemen who present this memorial to the Senate are willing that 
it should be done, simply asking that a proportionate increase shall be 
given to their industry of the manufacture of cigars. And as the cigars 
manufactured of this kind of tobacco are purely and solely a luxury, no 
man need pay the tax unless he wants to, and no man, as the Senator 
from Minnesota suggests, can pay it unless he is arich man. No man 
ever heard of a laboring man smoking a Havana cigar or a cigar covered 
with this wonderful Sumatra tobacco of which we have heard; it is not 
possible that it should be done. Therefore I do ask of the Senate that 
they will do justice in this matter not only to the producer of the to 
bacco but also to the poor laboring men who are to be found, as I have 
already said, in every town and hamlet in the country 

Mr. MAXEY. ‘The question, I think, is one of revenue entirely, for 
the reason that the quality of cigars imported under this clause is not 
produced in the United States. There is no article of tobacco raised in 
the United States that will make a cigar of the quality of the Havana 
cigar. Therefore it does not come in competition with the American 
cigar. It is hence a question of revenue, and of revenue only, in 
judgment. 

Mr. MILLER, of New York 


my 


Will the Senator allow me a moment, 
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as that statement is so remarkable. The Senator from Florida can tell 
the Senator from Kentucky that Havana cigars are made in the State 
of Florida, and it will not do to say that after we have raised from 40 
to 75 ceuts « pound the duty on Havana tobacco used for wrappers we 
shall not have a proporfional duty upon the imported cigar. The only 
question is whether the tobacco shall come in and the cigar be made 
here, or whether we shall adjust these duties in such a way that, instead 
of bringing in the raw tobacco, we shall bring in all the manufactured 
cigars. 

Mr. MAXEY. This item says: 

Cigars, cigarettes, and cheroots of all kinds, $3 per pound, 

In the manufacture of these cigars there is about one-third lost in 
stems and clippings, leaying about fourteen pounds of net tobacco in a 
thousand cigars. That at $3 per pound would be $42 tax on a thou- 
sund cigars, « pretty heavy tax. But suppose the proposition of the 
Senator from New York obtains, then at $2.50 a pound on these 14 pounds 
of tobacco the tax on a thousand cigars would be $35. 

Take the lowest article of cigars imported from Havana that I know 
anything about, cigars costing say $60 a thousand, 25 per cent. would 
be $15 tariff. That would be, added to the $35, a tax of $50 on a pack- 
age of a thousand cigars, costing at first cost only $60. That is a pretty 
heavy tax. But the point I make is that this character of cigars, as 
admitted by the Senator from New York, which is imported is not the 
kind of cigars which is used by the laboring men and the poorer class 
of people. ‘They are used by the class of men who are able to smoke 
that kind of cigars. 

if we put a prohibitory tax upon that the effect would be simply to 
exclude all of them and thereby lose this great revenue of over $2,000,000 
that we now get into the Treasury from thatsource. It does not bene- 
lit these home manufacturers, because they are engaged in the manu- 
freture of an article which does not come in competition with that 
wvenue article which brings a large and appreciable revenue to our 
Treasury 

So I think that the tax should be laid in such a manner that we should 
vet a reasonably fair revenue from it, and not a prohibitory tax to help 
anybody. What we are trying now to do, or what we ought to try to 
do, is to help the Treasury and reduce the taxes upon the great body 
of the people. If we can do this by collecting two or three millions 
per annum in the shape of revenue from those who are able to pay that 
for these luxuries, it is relieving the people of that much tax and it en- 
ables us to reduce the taxes on the articles people need to that extent. 
So I believe that the tariff should be laid with a view to revenue on 
this article. 

Three dollars a pound does not seem to me a fair way of taxing the 
article. Why? Because we know that the cigars which we import 
range from $60 up to $100 and $150 a thonsand, and probably more are 
imported into the country at a cost of $100 a thousand than there are 
at $60. So I believe as far as the $2.50 per pound, which would raise $35 
onany article of cigars, is concerned, that is:probably not too much; a 
tax ought to be put according to the value of the article introduced, but 
| conceive that an additional tax of 30 per cent. ad valorem is too high 
au tax 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The question is on the amendment 
of the Senator from New York [Mr. MILLer}]. 

Mr. HARRIS. I move toamend the amendment by inserting 25 per 
cent, ad valorem in lieu of 30 per cent., so as te make the law what it 
was before 

Mr. SHERMAN. The amendment was first proposed by the Sena- 
tor from Kentucky or myself, from the Committee on Finance, to make 
the rate $2.50 a pound and 25 per cent. ad valorem, and the amend- 
ment of the Senator from New York is an amendment to the amend- 
ment. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The Chair informs the Senator that 
the Senator from New York moved his amendment first. 

Mr. MILLER, of New York. Several amendments were proposed to 
this paragraph when it was first read. Then it was agreed that it 
should be passed over until we should have settled upon a rate of duty 
upon the raw material and then go back to it, and I supposed in doing 
so that all that had been done with the paragraph had fallen. When 
it was brougkt up again I moved my original amendment to make the 
duty $2.50a pound and 30 per cent. ad valorem, and that is the pend- 
ing question. That is my understanding of the present condition of 
the matter. 

Mr. SHERMAN. I know when the clause was first read I myself, 
on behalf of the Committee on Finance, proposed $2.50 a pound and 25 
per cent. ad valorem. The Senator from Kentucky had himself pro- 
posed the amendment. 

Mr. BECK. ‘That is right. 

Mr. HARRIS. I understood the Senator from Kentucky to make 
the suggestion but not to move the amendment. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. But the Senator from New York 
insists that he has now the right, having moved the amendment and 
the other was dropped. 


Mr. SHERMAN. The other was not dropped; it simply went over 
at his request. 


Mr. BECK. The Senator from Ohio was out at the moment and, as 





the Senator from Tennessee very well said, 1 suggested what ought to 
be done. Just at that moment the Senator from Ohio came in anq 
moved the amendment. 

Mr. MORRILL. I supposed it would be in order for the committer’. 
amendment to come in first. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. That would depend entirely upon 
which was first moved. ; 

Mr. SHERMAN. I willsay that the Senator from New York agree. 
entirely with me that when the paragraph was first read | said the 
Committee on Finance had changed its recommendation in that pu 
ticular. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The Chair does not see that it is a 
matter of any particular moment. The Chair is inclined to hold that 
the amendment of the Senator from New York is an amendment to the 
amendment of the Senator from Ohio; but it makes no difference. 

Mr. HARRIS. I understand the question now. The Senator from 
Ohio proposes to amend by making the duty $2.50 specific per pound 
with 25 per cent. ad valorem added. The Senator from New York 
moves to amend the amendment by making the ad valorem duty 30 per 
cent., retaining the specific duty proposed by the Senator from Ohio. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. That is it. 

Mr. SHERMAN. Thenthe question will be taken, of course, first oy 
the amendment of the Senator trom New York to my amendment. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The question is on the amendment 
of the Senator from New York making the ad valorem duty 30 per 
cent. 

Mr. MILLER, of New York. On that I ask for the yeas and nays 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 7 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The Secretary will call the roll on 
agreeing to the amendment of the Senator trom New York making the 
ad valorem duty 30 per cent. in addition to $2.50 per pound. 

The Principal Legislative Clerk proceeded to call the roll. 

Mr. EDMUNDS (when his name was called). I am paired with the 
Senator from Arkansas [Mr. GARLAND]. I may vote by and by if 
there is no quorum. 

Mr. McMILLAN (when his name was called). I am paired with the 
Senator from Mississippi [Mr. LAMAR], unless it be necessary that | 
should vote to constitute a quorum. If he were here, I should vot 
““wen,?? 

Mr. SLATER (when his name was ealled). On this question | am 
paired with the Senator from Indiana [Mr. HARRISON]. If he wer 
here, I should vote ‘* nay.’’ 

The roll-call was concluded. 

Mr. DAWES. My colleague [Mr. HoAR] is paired, 1 understand, 
with the Senator from Tennessee [Mr. JACKSON], the pair of the Sen 
ator from Oregon [Mr. SLATER] having been transferred. 

Mr. HAMPTON. I announce for the rest of the night that | am 
paired with the Senator from New Hampshire [Mr. Rots]. 

Mr. BARROW. I was requested to announce that the Senator from 
Tennessee [Mr. JACKSON], who is detained from the Senate by indis- 
position, is paired with the Senator from Massachusetts [Mr. Hoar}. 

The result was announced—yeas 18, nays 24; as follows: 


YEAS—18. 
Anthony, Conger, Lapham, Sawyer, 
Blair Davis of W. Va., Miller of Cal., Sewell, 
Camden, Dawes, MillerofN. ¥., Williams. 
Cameron of Wis., Frye, Platt, 
Chilcott, Hawley, Ransom, 

NAYS—2&A, 
Aldrich, Call, Gorman, McDill, 
Allison, Cockrell, Groome, Maxey, 
Barrow, Coke, Hale, Morgan, 
Bayard, Davis of Ill., Harris, Morrill, 

ik, Edmunds, onas, Pugh, 
Butler, George, Jones of Florida, Sherman. 
ABSENT—H. 

Brown, Hill, MeMillan, Slater, 
Cameron of Pa., Hoar, McPherson, Vance 
Fair, Ingalls, Mahone, Van Wyck, 
Farley, Jackson, Mitchell, Vest, 
Ferry, Johnston, Pendleton, Voorhees, 
Garland, Jones of Nevada, Plumb, Walker, 
Grover, Kellogg, Rollins, Windom. 
Hampton, Lamar, Saulsbury, 
Harrison, Logan, Saunders, 


So the amendment to the amendment was rejected. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The question recurs on agreeing to 
the amendment of the Senator from Ohio fixing the rate at $2.50 a pound 
and 25 per cent. ad valorem. 

The amendment was agreed to. 

The remaining items of Schedule F, from line 937 to line 941, were 
read, as follows: 

Snuff and snuff-flour, manufactured of tobacco, ground, dry or damp, and 
— scented, or otherwise, of all descriptions, 50 cents per pound 

Oo 


, unmanufactured, not specially enumerated or provided for in this 
act, 30 per cent. ad valorem. 


Line 943 was read, as follows: 
Animals, live, 20 per cent. ad valorem. 4 
Mr. BAYARD. I think it is about the time, as we are proposing to 
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itve cheaply in this country and to assist labor, that animals which 
have been chiefly introduced for the purpose of assisting labor should 
be allowed to be brought in for the benefit of the people of this country 
without the payment of the tax heretofore imposed. 


30, 1882, was less than $1,000,000. All that was paid on cattle was 
$130,000; on hogs, $6,000; on horses there was paid $572,000; on sheep 
there was paid $195,000; and on all others about $9,000. 

Not to speak disrespectfully of our own species, the importation of 
laboring men, women, and children is tree. We invite them to this 
country for the purpose of availing ourselves of their labor, and a great 
deal is said of cheap labor and of the impossibility of Americans com- 
peting from some cause or other with labor in other lands. 
chief reason for that, if it exists, is that the cost of living in this coun- 
try is made higher by the entirely superfluous and obstructive taxes 
which are laid upon imports. Therefore it is that I hope this feature 
of animal taxation, 20 per cent. ad valorem, may be now abolished. | 
shall move to strike out line 943, with the intention of moving here- 
after to place it upon the free-list. 

To tax human food ought to be the last resort of a government. 
Everything that shall permit men at least to live in order that they 
may labor should be encouraged. I hope this tax of $1,000,000 may 
be saved to the American people, because it seems to me that the sub- 
ject upon which it is laid ought to be freely introduced into this country 
for their benefit. 


of aiding by bounties and otherwise the creation of new material for 


human support, and why you should with one hand lay a tax to pro- | 


hibit that which by the other you give a bounty to create is something 
which I can not precisely understand. I hope that the importation of 
live animals for the use of the American people may no longer be pro- 
hibited by a tax upon their importation. I move, therefore, to strike 
out line 943, which taxes live animals at 20 per cent. ad valorem. 

Mr. MORRILL, I trust that this will not be done. I think that 
we are not quite prepared to obliterate the line which separates the 
Canadian Dominion trom the United States. Iam not myselfin favor 
of allowing horses, cattle, and sheep that are pastured on lands that are 
not in value over one-fourth part of what they are on this side of the 
line to come in here and compete with ours. 

rhe Senator from Delaware perhaps believes that this would be no 
inconsiderable boon to the people of the United States. I should re- 
yard it as one of the greatest opportunities for competition with Ameri- 
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We believe that we give a great boon to 
humanity when we invite them to come to live under these free repul 
Then what can be the reason? 
The same sun shines over all and the same breezes blow over 
all; yet for some cause or other there must be a tax, and there must 
be an obstruction of commerce and exchanges between the people that 


Where is the mys 


I can not under 


In the connection of the bill with a tax upon live animals you have 
a tax upon beef'and upon pork, and you have a tax upon hams and ba 
con, upon cheese, upon butter and the substitutes therefor, upon lard, 
upon wheat, upon rye and barley, and barley malt, and Indian corn 


and the like. 


these very things which you are taxing? 


I contess that 


it seems to me 
this continued interruption of the natural exchanges of humanity 


the natural beneficence of commerce. 
its own superfluities, gaining by its exchange, each blessed by the ex 
change, and yet man will raise an arbitrary law unnecessarily to pre 


most mar 


Each exch 


velous that 


What are the animals of labor tor but the production in 


should be 
ot 
anging to the other 


there 


I am perfectly clear that it is a ealeulable problem that more 
is lost five times over to the people of the United Stat 


by the duties 


laid upon live animals than is gained by the revenue which the Treas 


ury receives by the tax imposed upon them 
ciple of exchange take place where it can in this way an 


; | | ____ | Deople? 
We have constantly in the course of our laws illustrations of the policy | 


can industry and American farmers that could possibly be opened. I | 


trust that without any long argument as to statistics upon the sub- 
ject it will be voted down at once, for I can conceive of no heavier 
blow to be struck against the farming and the agricultural interests 
than this would be. 

Mr. HALE. Mr. President, the revenue derived from the duty upon 
live animals is one of the most easily collected of any that comes into 
the Treasury. Al! along the borders of the Canadian Dominion are 
our custom-houses, with their officials, and they will remain there; and 
every animal that comes in, the horse or the steer or the sheep, has its 
duty collected upon it, adding not a dollar to the expense of the Gov 
ernment in the revenue department. 

There is another thing that will follow if this duty should be struck 
down, which now protects our farmers, our stock-raisers, all along the 
New England and New York line and the raisers of stock in the West 
and in the South. It would follow inevitably if this duty of 20 per 
cent, ad valorem was taken off, that it would simply be added to the 
price that the New Brunswick or the Canadian stock-grower would ask. 

Mr. MORRILL. And all the way to Manitoba. 

Mr. HALE. Clear along to the Pacific coast; I include that in what 
I call the Canadian frontier. No horse, ox, steer, or sheep would be 
brought over our border line to our people 1 cent cheaper on account of 
that. 
ene case where revenue should be maintained, if we are to maintain a 
tariff upon any article, this is certainly one of the strongest instances 
that can be found. 

Mr. BAYARD. There certainly must be something very mysterious 
about these advances of the tariff. There is something certainly very 
obscure in them. How a man engaged in farming in this country, en- 
gaged in the production of the cereal grains, shall be injured by pro- 
curing the labor, or in this case what may be called the live maehinery 
for the making of his crops, at a cheaper rate, is more than I can see 

To the north of the Saint Lawrence River there is a country com 
paratively sterile, witha harsh, unyielding climate, far inferior in every- 
thing that produces vegetable wealth to our own. What can there be 
between the northern and the southern border of the Saint Lawrence 
that renders the race of men inhabiting the southern border unable to 
compete with those upon thenorthern side? Has the bounty of Heaven 
been less to those upon the southern than the northern border? I think 
not. 

It seems to me that those men in Canada have to face natural disad- 
vantages that are spared to our people. 


their gevernment are more favorable to industry than ours? I scarcely 


think that any of us republicans who boast so much of the freedom of 


Is it that the institutions of 


| 


However, it is not worth while to pursue the theory ot 


Why 


should not the prin 
Lhetween these 


ihe 


dom 


of free exchange between people where each is to be benetited by the 
exchange, and Ishall content myself, therefore, by asking tora vote upon 
the proposition I have made. 

Mr. SEWELL. What would the Senator do with the duty on wool 
What would prevent the Canadian farmer from raising wool in h 
country and driving it across and doing the shearing on our side 

Mr. BAYARD. I think the Senator has been unfortunate in the 

| selection of his topic. [ alwaysthought and | think now that the tax 

| upon raw wool is an absolute absurdity tor the American people to im 
pose; and I believe before this bill is through with it will be tairly 
shown to the Senate that the tax upon wool has never benetited thi 
American wool-grower; that it never has given the advance in price 
which the logie of the Senator and his party supposed it would give ] 
think there are men in the Senate now who will tell vou of their sales ot 
wool when there was no tarif placed upon it at a far higher 1 than 

|} they can obtain for it to-day in the United States 

Mr. DAWES. That is because of the home competition 

Mr. BAYARD But the tact is you cannot tour h this subject at any 
one point without discovering that you are traveling in what I called 
the other day a pertectly vicious circle. Each tax seems to justify the 
other; the one that precedes justifies the one that follows; the one that 
follows that demands again its share, until the people, the consumer 
in the end who is to pay them all, is borne down beneath their weight 
When you find yourselves tied up in your home market by overproduc 
tion and youask for relief, what is it? Stop labor and cease production, 


| Canada, would be 


I agree with the chairman of the committee, that if there isany | 
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the other side 
Mr. FRYE. It 
us 
Mr. BAYARD. 1 
Mr. RANSOM. 


Mr. MORRILL. 
rhe PRESIDENT 


amendment of the Senator from Delaware/ Mr. BAY ARD], to strike out 
line 943, fixing a duty of 20 per cent. ad valorem on live animal 

Mi BAY ARD I ask for the ve ind nays 

The yeas and nays were ordered and taken 

Mr. BUTLER (after having voted in the atlirmative). At the time 
[ voted I forgot that I am paired with the Senator from Pennsylvania 
[ Mr. CAMERON [ withdraw my vote 

Mr. DAVIS, of West Virginia [am paired with the Senator from 
Minnesota | Mr. WINDOM | 

Mr. SLATER ] 1 paired with the Senator from Indiana | M: 
HARRISON |. If he were here, I should vote ** yea.”’ 

Mr. MoMILLAN Tam paired with the Senator from Mississippé 
[Mr. LAMAR]. If he were here, I should vote ‘‘nay.” 

Mr. WILLIAMS [am paired with the Senator from Nevada | M 
JONES |} Hle is not and not kne ng how he would vote 
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Mr. MILLER, of California. How would you vote? 

Mr. WILLIAMS. I would vote ‘‘nay,’’ because this would have an 
effect only upon cattle—— 

Mr. MORGAN. I object to debate. 

Mr. WILLIAMS. And to-day we can 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. Debate is not in order. 

Mr. WILLIAMS. ‘Then I vote ‘‘nay.’’ 

The result was announced—yeas 14, nays 28; as follows: 





YEAS—l4. 
Barrow, Camden, Harris, Pugh, 
Bayard Cockrell, Jonas, Vest. 
Beck, Coke, Morgan, 
Call, Farley, Pendleton, 

NAYS—28. 
Aldrich, Davis of II1., Ingalls, Platt, 
Allison, Dawes, Lapham, Ransom, 
Anthony, Frye, MeDill, Sawyer, 
Blair, George, Maxey, Sewell, 
Cameron of Wis., Gorman, Miller of Cal., Sherman, 
Chilcott, Hale, Miller of N. Y., Vance, 
Conger, Hawley, Morrill, Williams, 

ABSENT—H1. 

Brown, Grover, Kellogg, Saulsbury, 
Butler, Hampton, Lamar, Saunders, 
Cameron of Pa., Harrison, I n, Slater, 
Davis of W. Va., Hill, McMillan, Van Wyck, 
Edmunds, Hoar, McPherson, Voorhees, 
Fair, Jackson, Mahone, Walker, 
Ferry, Johnston, Mitchell, Windom. 
Garland, Jones of Florida, Plumb, 


Groome, Jones of Nevada, Rollins, 


So the amendment was rejected. 

Line 944 was read, as follows: 

Beef and pork, 1 cent per pound. 

Mr. BAYARD. I move to strike that line from the schedule. I 
propose, so far as my motions and my votes can prevail, to make living 
cheaper in this country. It seems to me a simple absurdity to be tax- 
ing food that is to come into the United States. Looking at the amount 
of revenue produced by this item, I find that the Government gained 
trom July 1, 1881, to June 30, 1882, not upon beef and pork, because 
that is a new schedule of duty, but upon bacon and hams, the mighty 
sum of $1,483; upon beef it gained the mighty sum of $3,214; upon 
butter it gained $100,000. What are such taxes as these upon fifty 
millions of people but mere obstructions to the friendly and natural in- 
tercourse with those upon the border with whom they ought to have 
friendly and natural relations? I therefore move that line 944 be 
stricken out. 

Mr. MORRILL. I merely desire to say that this has been the law 
for a great many years; and unless we mean to obliterate the difference, 
the advantage, between life in the United States and in contiguous 
countries it ought to be retained. 

Mr. BAYARD. The longer it has been here the worse it is, and the 
sooner it goes off the better. 

Mr. BECK. Mr. President, I shall vote for the amendment of the 
Senator from Delaware upon all this class of articles. There has been 
so much said about what has been done in committee that I will say I 
endeavored to have the same thing done in eommittee. The idea of 
keeping a tax on beef, pork, ham, bacon, cheese, butter, lard, wheat, 
rye, barley, Indian corn, oats, corn-meal, oat-meal, rye flour, and wheat 
flour has been maintained no doubt for many years for the very pur- 
poses, we have heard it said on this floor by gentlemen who are seeking 
protection for their manufactures, for their iron, their steel, and other 
things, that they are protecting the farmer as well, when there is not 
a single item in all this list that is not absolutely a false pretense. 
You can not protect the American farmer, because he is a large exporter 
of all these articles. 

I hold in my hand the statement of exports, and while beef and pork 
are not mentioned bacon is. I find ‘‘bacon’’ in one line and ‘‘hams’”’ 
in another. We exported of bacon 428,481,482 pounds of the value of 
$42,124,602, and yet we are laying a protective tariff on beef, pork, 
ham, and bacon to keep anybody from bringing any in here, while our 
product is so large that we have to stock the markets of the world. 
Lard, too, I see has a duty of 2 cents a pound. Let us see how that 
is. We exported last year 250,367,740 pounds of lard of the value of 
$28,975,902. 

Mr. BUTLER. Exported it? 

Mr. BECK. Yes, exported it. We sent to foreign countries over 
$28,975,000 worth, nearly $29,000,000 worth, and we exported of cheese 
to the valueof $14,058,975. In other words, the products of this coun- 
try embraced in the list now before us, beef, pork, bacon, hams, cheese, 
butter, lard, wheat, corn, oats, and other things, have constituted a 
very large proportion of the exports we have sent abroad to feed the 
world. 

Mr. MAXEY. I will ask the Senator if there is not a large amount 
of foreign cheese imported, Cheshire cheese and German cheese of vari- 
ous kinds, that yields a revenue? 

Mr. BECK. Yes; when you come to the question of cheese. I was 
illustrating itin a general way. Weare not voting upon that item now. 

Mr. MAXEY. The Senator was commenting upon that item. 
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Mr. BECK. We get in, for example, Schweizer and those things, and 
men eat them, and I think we ought to tax them when we come . 
them. But what I want the Senator from Texas to understand jx nm 
so much the quest on of the amount of revenue as it is the foolish pr, 


. : —* ao a h pre- 
tense that the farmer is protected in his lard, in his bacon, in his a 


| in his corn, and in his oats as well as others are protected in their many. 





factures. 

Mr. MAXEY. I will agree with the Senator from Kentucky about 
that, and those articles which pay no tariff of course we should keep on 
the free-list; but as to cheese we import pine-apple cheese, Cheshipe 
cheese, and German cheeses. I do not know the names of them, and 
they are imported by a class of people who are perfectly able to pay tor 
them and who ought to pay for them, and we should not reduce the 
tax on those. 

Mr. BECK. I believe when we come to the article of cheese. espe- 
cially Limburger and Schweizer, I shall endeavor to keep them out 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The question is on the amendment 
of the Senator from Delaware [Mr. BAYARD], to strike out line 944. 

Mr. GEORGE. Can a division be had upon that? 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The amendment can be amended. 

Mr. GEORGE. I should like to have a vote upon the two articles 
separately. I am for striking out one and not the other. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. If the Senator would move to strike 
out ‘* pork’’ or ‘‘ beef’’ that question would be first put because the 
motion of the Senator from Delaware is to strike out the whole line. 

Mr. GEORGE. Then I move to strike out the words ‘‘and pork,” 
so as to read: 

Beef, 1 cent per pound. 


The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The question on the amendment of 
the Senator from Mississippi precedes that of the Senator from Dela- 
ware, it being an amendment to the amendment. The question is on 
agreeing to the amendment to the amendment. 

The amendment to the amendment was rejected. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The question recurs on the amend- 
ment of the Senator from Delaware, to strike out the line 944. 

Mr. WILLIAMS. Mr. President, I wish to state why I voted against 
striking out the tax on live animals, as I could not when I came to vote 
give my reasons, but will now doso in connection with the other subjects 
proposed to be stricken out. 

I opposed that proposition because the principal country interested 
in free trade in live animals is Canada, lying on our borders for a thou- 
sand or twelve hundred or more miles, and Canada forbids the intro- 
duction of any domestic animals from the United States into Canada. 
I have now on the Calendar a bill introduced by myself to retaliate 
upon Canada, and to prevent the introduction of live animals there from 
this country. 

Mr. BAYARD. That is called ‘biting off your own nose to spite 
your face.’’ 

Mr. WILLIAMS. No, sir; Canada is now sending a large number 
of horses into our country, and we can not carry any there. She sends 
every year to Chicago and to other cities in Illinois and Ohio hundreds 
of valuable cattle to be sold there, and yet she forbids her own people 
from buying our cattle and taking them into market. I give this asa 
reason why I voted against the amendment of the Senator from Dela- 
ware. I could not consistently introduce a bill to prohibit cattle from 
Canada coming into this country and then vote to strike out this clause 
of 20 per cent. ad valorem on live animals introduced from other coun- 
tries, which would admit Canadian stock into this country free. 

I do not believe that the farmers of the country are to be benetited 
at all by this tax upon wheat, rye, oats, Indian corn, and corn-meal. 
That is all flammery. Nobody will ever import any of these things to 
this country. It is a tub thrown to the whale; it is a make-believe to 
the farmers to make them believe that they do come under the pro- 
tective policy of this country, when they receive no benefit of it. 

Who is going to import bacon into this country? Did anybody ever 
do it? There might have been a few Westphalian hams brought here 
te be used on the tables of the rich and sumptuous, but not brought 
here for the common people, for they are luxuries. Suppose a dearth 
should occur in this country, are we going to enact corn laws? Last 
year we collected a million and a half dollars from potatoes imported 
into this country from the Bermudas, Scotland, and Ireland. 1 would 
prefer to see all breadstuffs free. Why should we charge a tax upon 
breadstuffs brought into this country from abroad when we can raise 
enough to feed the whole world? ; 

Mr. HAWLEY. We collected a million and a half dollars from nce 
last year. 

Mr. WILLIAMS. We have not come to the rice item yet. Ras 

Mr. FRYE. When we do the whole Democratic side will vote tor > 
cents per pound, 85 per cent. ad valorem. y 

Mr. WILLIAMS. Ido not know how the Democrats are going to 
vote. ‘Sufficient unto the day is the evil thereof.” I am speaking 0! 
corn, lard, flour, butter, wheat, rye, oats, and oat-meal. There are @ 
thousand such items here. ; 

Do you suppose you can deceive the farmers of this country into the 
belief that they are sharing equally in your protective policy, a policy 
gotten up for the benefit of manufacturers, not of producers? The farm- 








‘ 
4 





a] 


CONGR 


38 


abe 


188: 


_— 





ers need no protection. All we want is an open field and fair play. 
We want opportunities to reach the market of the world. With the 
improved machinery of the present age we are able to produce in this 
country an unlimited amount, not only sufficient to feed our own peo- 
ple, but we can feed 400,000,000 people of the foreign nations if we 
have transportation to the seaboard and can trade freely with them. 
There isnodoubtabout that. Wescorn the protection you offer us here 
upon our wheat, our hogs, and our cattle; it amounts to nothingat all. 

Is anybody going to carry fat cattle or hogs into Kentucky or Ohio 
or Indiana from any foreign country? Will anybody bring wheat to 
California? Will anybody bring cotton to Louisiana and Mississippi ? 
Will anybody bring turpentine to North Carolina? Will anybody bring 
whisky to Kentucky? Will anybody bring terrapins to North Caro- 
lina? Itisall nonsense. We had as well strike this whole tax upon 
provisions out. For one hundred years the conflict in England was 
against the corn laws, and the necessities of the kingdom at last pre- 
vailed, and provisions were all made tree, and they ought to be made 
free in this country. Is notthat true? Ihave the country on my side; 
there is no doubt about that. 

I as a farmer scorn the protection you offer me on my products in this 
bill, when you expect me to vote with you for your high protection on 
your manufactures, and deceive the country people into the belief that 
the farmers are receiving benefits from this system, which I say is con- 
trary to the genius and spirit of our institutions. 

I say that no man ought to invest his capital in any industry that 
demands protection from the Government; it ought never to be done. 
Why should we want to produce and manufacture all the articles that 
are made in any of the workshops of the world? We ought to encour- 
age and foster such industries as are adapted to the natural circumstances 
and conditions which surround us, and as sensible and wise men we 
ought to exchange our more valuable labor for the products of the less 
valuable labor of other nations of the earth. We have machinery to- 
day upon our farms as well as in the mills, and with a fair open market 
in the world there is no limit to our production. We can produce in 
this country by the aid of machinery per diem per head of our operat- 


ives twenty times or thirty times as much as can be produced in some | 


of the nations of the world. There is no doubt that labor is cheaper in 
the older and more densely-populated countries than in our new country, 
spread over this vast extent. There is no doubt that labor is cheape: 


abroad than it is here, but shall we therefore attempt to introduce all 
the industries of the world? Shall we import their labor into this coun 
try? Why not exchange our labor for theirs? 

In China, the greatest of all the cotton countries of the world, with 


600,000,000 people, using more cotton cloth than all the world besides, 
and producing more cotton, it takes one man thirty days to make eighteen 
yards of cotton cloth to clothe a Chinaman fora single year. Here, 
with the aid of our powerful machinery, one man can do it in half a 
day. Why not, then, as sensible men exchange one day of our intelli- 


Is not that sense; is not that business; isnot that common sense ? 

Why do you want to bring to this country all the industries of th 
world? Why do you want to import the labor of the world here? Let 
it stay where it is and let us supply them from our abundant stores 
Let us foster and encourage 2ll the industries that are adapted to our 
condition, and let us profit by our advantages in the superiority and 
intelligence of our own people, our laborers, and the advantages that 
we have in the way of machinery, and exchange the products of om 
high-priced labor for the products of their low-priced labor at the rats 
of sixty to one. That is sense, and that is business. 

Mr. MORRILL. Mr. President, I had no idea that this would be 
seriously pressed as a question before the Senate of the United States. 
{ do not think any party on this or the other side of the Chamber will 
want to record themselves in favor of the policy that has been enunci- 
ated by some here to-night. 


the 


There are five or six million people on 


the other side and an area that is unlimited as to its future develop- 
ment that may come in competition with the United States. At the 
present time the value of capital there is much less than it is here on 


this side. The question is whether we shall put ourselves on a par with 
these Kanucks, as the Canadians are sometimes called, in raising cattle 
and raising pease and beans, and barley, and sheep, and so on? 

There is no sort of doubt but what the large quantities that come in 
from there reduce the home market. It is perhaps their only outlet 
We do not impose any higher duties upon these articles than they im- 
pose upon ours. In some places they have to take some of these articles 
from us, and in a large proportion of the country their articles have to 
come here. I desire simply to present a few of the facts in rela 
these articles. 

Last year we imported $852,000 worth of cattle. Of hogs we did not 
import a very large number; but of horses we imported $2,862,497 
worth; and of sheep $975,051 worth. On these we collected a legiti- 
mate and proper duty, alow duty, merely a revenue duty of 20 per 
cent. Then when you come to breadstuffs, take barley—we imported 
of barley last year $10,888,628 worth. That isno small sum. Of bar- 
ley malt we imported $1,099,203 worth. We even imported Indian 
corn, corn-meal, and buckwheat. Of oats we imported $765,000 worth 
or 1,810,000 bushels; of oat-meal, 467,000—and odd pounds 


tion to 
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Take pease and beans, mainly pease. We imported of those articles 
$1,287,000 worth, and we imported $239,000 worth of flour Anybody 
who will read the advertisement of the Canadian Railway through to 
the Pacific will perceive that they reach and spread out before the 


| world a region that is amply sufficient, as they claim, to compete with 


| 
|. : : 
| judgment for himself. 
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to go out of our country and find a foreign market ? 
Mr. MORRILL. 
; added to the 50,000,000 people here 5,000,000 or 10,000,000 more to 
enter into the same kind of business, it will and does compete 


all the world for wheat. 

Under these circumstances to claim that this is not a protection to 
the agriculturists, to the farmers of this country, I think will not be 
believed by a tarmer who takes a nm wspaper and makes up his own 


Mr. COCKRELL. I should like to thi from Vermont 
how he can consider this a protection to wheat when we have a large 
surplus of wheat over and above supplying our own market which has 


ask Senator 


Does not the Senator perceive that if there are 


If he 
| does not perceive it I can not explain it to him 

Mr. COCKRELL. During the past fiscal year we exported 95,000,000 
| bushels of wheat, aggregating $112,929.71s Phat at In 
flour we exported 5,915,686 barrels, valued at $36,375,055. Besides, 
| we exported large quantities of pork, bread, biscuit, Indian corn, In 


Was in whe 


rf) 


| dian-corn meal, oats, rye, rye flour, and other small grain and pulse 

The total exports of breadstuffS amounted to S$182.670,528. We have 
| to compete with markets of the world We will have to do so in the 
| future. A tariff can benefit nobody in the United States, except it I 


| to tax individual citizen farmers along the Canadian line and the Mex 
ican line. In the case of a scarcity of corn there they might lv 


to 
| buy cheaper across the line. 

Mr. MORRILL. This would be merely a largessto the whole Cana 
dian Dominion and would enable them to paint at our expense thi 
house with white lead and linseed oil. 

Mr. MANEY Mr. President, | am voting on these articles strict] 
with a view of raising revenue. The revenue from live animals last 
year was $953,386.02 It is a mistake to suppose that all that was tin 
stock, blooded stock That is not true 

Mr. MORRILI Phat is admitted free 

Mr. MAXEY Phousands of cattle are brought across the Rio Grande 

into Texas of the common kind of stock, and the men who buy those 
stock are just as well able to pay the tariff upon them as the poor man 
who digs with his space is calole to pay the tariff on the woolen sh rt he 
wears on his back It raises that much revenue 

Take the article of chees Chere was a tariff of $189,772.77 raised 








upon that artic! It is that ih going into the Treasury and it 
duces the tax Ipon that class of articles that the poorer ch OL pe ple 
including myself, use Phen take rveand barley ltake it they must 
be used in maki cf hisk\ I do not know what els There w is col 
lected $1,834.545.92 from those articles Can we aflord to he ing’ 
} up our revenue upon all these things and still talk abort reduc r thre 
tariff in the interest o F 1? 

I vote for these vher they are, because the ane 
articles which pay a re on rr ie, none higher than 20 percent 
and thereby aid in reducing t enue upon such articles as the pooret 
class of the people of this country absolutely need I think it is fair 
it is just. Suppose a man raises cattle and cattle are brought in by 
anybody else to open out a new ranch, the man who brings them in, if 
he can buy them cheaper in Me ythan he can buy them in the United 
States, ought to pay a tariff for revenue, just the same as the man who 
goes to Liverpool and | lVs § wds ther ind brings them to the custom 
house at New York and passes them through there to sell to our people 

Mr. MORGAN I should like to ask the Senator from Texas how 
much ad valorem duty he t! Mexican beet would bear in the State 
of Texas? 

Mi M AN EY I am not tall ne thout Mexican beet I am eak 
ine of live animals which bring nine hundred and fifty-three thousane 
and odd dollars reven The beet is a mere trifle, and I shall vote 
iwainst it I shall vote against hams and bacon Beet is or S5,547, 
hams 51,4°3 Those mere trifling articles are thrown in there for good 
account, and amou | tinst all of which L will vote, I 
cause they do not yield revenuc na it i ithe p ( nue 
that I am voting 

Mr. MORGAN [ aga he Senate om Te ipon lox 
trine of a tariff for enue, |} I le etok ount 
of taxation he thought would be needed upon live an ils i beet 
to give the prope ird of revenue r beet imported fi lexico 
into Texas, and for consumption in Texa 

The PRESIDENT pro tempo Phe question is on the amendmen 
of the Senator from D vare to strike out Jine 944 

Mr. MORRILL I ask for the yeas and nay No No 

Mr. BECK [ desire the yeas il d nays on that amendment 

The yeas and nays were ordered 

Mr. BECK rhe S itor from Vermont ha stated what he is « 
deavoring to make the country understand, and has no doubt, be 
cause of his ver igh position i it reputation as a financier anc 
as the father of this bill and all its adjuncts, and I suppose he will co 
tinue to father it, no matter how much it is added to, that ] ea 
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protecting the American farmer by this tariff that he is imposing upon 
those things, and he avows to-night that it is amazing that everybody 
can not see that in a high protective tariff the American farmer is com- 
ing in for his share of the advantage. 

If there is one thing that is absolutely clear, it is that wherever the 
American farmer raisesarticlessuch as wheat, beef, pork, and other pro- 
visions, and has to send them to the markets of the world, he has to sell 
them in an absolutely open market unprotected, and the only benetit 
which can be suggested to anybody is alongabout Burlington, Vermont, 
and on the longCanadian line, where some Canadian farmer may drive 
a few hogs over in his wagon and sell them for a cent or two a pound 
lower perhaps than his friends would like to take; but as to any gen- 
eral benefit it does not reach ten miles beyond the Canadian line; it 
can not, 

I desire to say in addition to that, for the benefit of the Senator from 


Ohio, the late Secretary of the Treasury, that when he was Secretary of 
the Treasury he sent to Congress a report carefully prepared, even at a | 


time when revenue was scarce and when he sought to reimpose a duty 
upon tea and coffee, a revenue article, in order to keep up the revenue, 
and he begged us to take off the tariff upon all that class of things which 
brought in Jess than $10,000 revenue because the cost of collection ex- 
ceeded greatly in proportion the amount collected from it. 

ilere is a little article that brings in only $4,547.29, and now when 
we have 
beginning the Ist day of July, 1882, and ending the Ist day of Janu- 
ary, 1883; when we have paid according to the statistics this year thir- 
teen and one-half millions I believe, or somewhere over $13,000,000 a 
month, when we do not need to pay an average of more than $26,000,000 
a year, and can not pay more than that until our bonds mature in 1907 
and why in the name of common sense do we have any sort of pretense 
that we are helping anybody here by a duty upon beef and pork when 
we are exporting, as was stated a few moments ago, by the millions all 
over the world? 

N tell the people the truth. It does not protect anybody except 
along the line, and that does not reach far, only as far as the 
Canadian farmer can drive his wagon and gobackinaday. There is noth- 
ing in it. I would not have said what I do now but for the fiet that 
the Senator from Vermont rose solemnly and in his place as chairman 
of the Committee on Finance announced that le was giving this pro- 
tection to the American farmer as a compensation for the 40, 50, and 
GO per cent. that he was taking from him on his trace-chains, on his 
wire fence, on his cotton-ties, on the ten thousand things that he needs, 
the blankets under which he sleeps, the cotton goods his children have 
to wear, and every item in this great schedule where five dollars go 
into the pockets of the manufacturer for one that reaches the Treasury. 
This is a poor compensation that is held up to the world as being a suf- 
ficient inducement to the American farmer to allow all of those taxes 
to be levied, not for revenue, but for protection, upon the ground that 
he, too, is protected because you put this duty upon the beef and pork 
and lard that he produces. 

Mr. JONES, of Florida. Mr. President, I said awhile ago that since 
this bill has been under discussion the public revenue has been men- 
tioned only incidentally, and the Senator from Kentucky and the Sen- 
ator from Vermont and every other Senator who has taken the floor has 
argued the measure as one for protection to the varied interests of this 
country. Nobody has got up to show how much money was to be de- 
rived from any particular duty, what were the necessities of the Gov- 
ernment with respect to revenue; but all this debate has turned upon 
the question of protecting special and particular interests, and it would 
seem to the country that the entire object of this measure is not to 
raise money to meet the expenses of the Government, but it is here 
for the purpose of protecting particular industries. 

Mr. BECK. The Senator must know we have agreed that we are 
going to reduce duties, 

Mr. JONES, of Florida 
revenue or for protection ? 

Mr. BECK. It is a bill for protection so far as the Senator from 
Vermont is concerned; it is a bill to reduce revenue and to remove 
things of this sort as fur as I am concerned. 

Mr. MORRILL. I beg that the Senator from Kentucky will only 
speak for himself. 

Mr. BECK. That is right; I will. 

Mr. JONES, of Florida. When the question of a certain tax was be- 
fore the Senate I desired to know how much revenue was to be derived 
from that tax to the Treasury. The Senator from Kentucky, well in- 
formed and instructed as a revenue reformer, got on his feet and said 
that there were some interests in one or two States here that needed 
protection and that it was necessary to use the taxing power of the Gov- 
ernment to keep out a commodity that was competing with theirs; it 
was to be used for that purpose. That is not to be denied. 

Mr. BECK. Willthe Senator be kind enough not to misrepresent me ? 
Mr, JONES, of Florida. Not atall. There is no man who would 
further from it than I. 

Mr. BECK. I know that I said that we were imposing a tax upon 
manufactured tobacco that brought us in $47,000,000 a year, and if we 
were not imposing that tax upon it then we could look to revenue alone 


LOW, 


nu lew 


I should like to know if this is a bill for 


be 
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| agricultural, manufacturing, or mechanical, that are brought 
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on foreign tobacco; but we had to protect an article that we were 
posing such burdens upon and not require men to raise tobacco re 
then collect $47,000,000 internal revenug from it and allow them om 
destroyed. That made a complicated condition that other things dia 
not have. — 
Mr. JONES, of Florida. 1 see that there isa very large sum of mone 
necessary to be raised to meet the expenses of this great Government? 
and T for one am anxious that it shall be distributed as equally and a. 
equitably as possible upon the various products that are brought in } a 
from abroad, If you ure not going to raise it upon apples, because. i“ 
the Senator from Kentucky says, there is no protection needed. upon 
what are you going to raise it? Are you going to center it al] upon on 
duty? I think that the principle of distribution ought to prevail ind 
that $150,000,000 or $100,000,000 to be raised by indirect taxation oy 


ae a A : , ght 
to be distributed as nearly as possible upon the various dfticles, whet), : 


Ba 
Lh ilere 


from abroad. 

I see no injustice whatever in levying a tax upon the agricultural 
products of foreign countries brought intothe United States. especially 
after the Senator from Kentucky has told the country and the s 
that they do not compete in the least with our domestic productions 
If I thought that the levying of an external tax on an agricultural prod 
uct would enhance the cost of the domestic article to the consumer | 


that comes from abroad; but after he hasadmitted that our abundane 
is such and the Senator from Kentucky behind me, his colleagu: 


>| Mr 
WILLIAMS], has said that we have a granary here capable of supplying 
the whole world, surely no injury can result to any consumer in the 
United States by levying a tax which produces a revenue to the Treas 


ury and at the same time does not increase the cost of the artic] 
consumer. 


>the 


l say if there ever was a case that was strongly presented af 
a proper subject for the levying of external duties it is this cas 
ticles produced on foreign soil, and if our entire revenue could | 
lected from the agricultural products of foreign countries, and the | 
of that tax would not result in increasing the cost of living to our own 
people, I would be content to levy the entire tax on those product 
We know that this tax does not increase the cost of the artic! 
American citizen anywhere in the land; and inasmuch as it } 
money into the Treasury, why object to it? 

But this whole argument proceeded upon the idea from the 1 
of this debate to this moment that special interests in the country 
all that needed protection, and that little or no attention was to | 
given to the subject of revenue. I have waited time and agai 
Senator from Vermont, who has the bill in charge, thinking t! n 
he would rise in his place he would point out to the Senate and th 
country how much revenue would be derived from the levying of a par 
ticular tax upon a particular commodity. 

Mr. MORRILL. If the Senator will permit me, when I was last up 
I claimed that this was simply a revenue duty; and it is a little queer 
when it is objected that the tax of the protective tariff comes out of our 
own people that when we get up items where clearly the tax is paid 
entirely by foreigners they should be objected to. 

Now, I want to say (if the Senator desires the information he seems 
to seek) that on these articles it is propesed to strike down $7,152,717 
of revenue. 

Mr. JONES, of Florida. 


Col 
evVvy 
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I am not willing to do that. 

Mr. MORRILL. Provisions, $2,046,000; breadstuifs, $4,152,000; and 
animals, $953,000. Now, it is proposed to strike down seven millions 
of revenue and over upon articles where confessedly every dollar must 
be paid by foreigners. 

Mr. BECK. Will the Senator from Vermont tell us where he 
that seven million? I can not find it. 

Mr. MORRILL. I have just read it. 
stuffs, $4,152,000; animals, $953,000. 

Mr. BECK. Weare now dealing with beef and pork, which is 33,547 

Mr. MORRILL. I have not included that at all. 

Mr. BECK. I thought not. I desire to say to the Senator and to 
others that we are paying to employ¢s along the Canadian line to watch 
the men who bring in the becf, and the pork, and the lard, and the little 
things that yield no revenue, $10 for every dollar that goes into the 
Treasury. 

Mr. JONES, of Florida. 
exclusively 7 

Mr. BECK. Not altogether. 

Mr. HALE. Does the Senator from Kentucky suppose that any ce 
crease would follow of the custom-house force along the Dominion lin 
whatever result we may reach here upon thisarticle ? Does he suppose 
it would be reduced a single man? 

Mr. BECK. I say to the Senator from Maine that along his own 
coast—Castine I believe is one, and there are eight or ten others I could 
name—there are custom-houses that expend from forty to eighty thou- 
sand dollars a year and the income is about four hundred, and where a 
single watchman would do just as well. 

Mr. HALE. Iam glad the Senator has mentioned that 
not know—— 


vels 


Provisions, $2,046,000; bread 


Does that apply to agricultural products 


I Joes he 








1883. 





CONGRESSIONAL RECORD—SENATE. 





eee 

Mr. BECK. I have no idea that so longas the present conditien of | 
things exists we shall have any reduction of force. 

Mr. HALE. Does not the Senator know that that whole cordon of 
custom-houses from the New Brunswick line all along through Portland 
and Boston and till you come to the great ports where the revenue is 
collected are simply in the nature of watchfulness to prevent smug- | 
gling, and that their value is in no way to be estimated by the amount | 
collected; that they send the whole duties to be collected at the large ports, 
and that if you do not have a strong custom-house force there hundreds 
upon hundreds of miles will be a hot-bed of smuggling, and that your 
duties would be decreased at Boston and New York and Baltimore 
tenfold and a hundred-fold over the bagatelle that you would save yy 
the reduction of that force? Does not the Senator know that as long | 
as we have a system of revenue vast as ours is along the seacoast and 
the Dominion frontier there must be these custom-houses to protect 
the revenue, and that the fact that nothing comes in is no argument | 
whatever? It is sent elsewhere. 

Mr. BECK. I know this, Mr. President, and I have a great notion 
as we are talking about this 

Mr. HALE. I suppose the Senator is going to read that old worn 
statement of the list of custom-houses where there is but little duty col 
lected, and if I have said anything it is that that is noargument at all. 
That has nothing or but little to do with the question. Abolish these 
custom-houses, turn out their officers, save a few paltry thousands to 
the Government, and throw open a sea-coast of 500 miles and a land 
frontier of 3,500 miles, and then let the Senator see how the revenues 
would fall off in the great ports where we collect our customs duties 
Let him try that experiment one year and he would be the tirst man to 
call for a renewal of that force. 

Mr. BECK. I did not bring up this debate, but I was asked th 
question if I thought there could be a reduction of a single oflice pro 
vided we struck of these little duties which are bringing in $3,000; and 
while we export many millions of lard, which is an item we shall come 
to soon, we imported last year only $336.18 worth of lard, which paid 
a duty of $58.88. When we attempt to cut down the rate on thes 
unnecessary articles on which so many pretenses are made, we are told, 
“If you stop the watchmen you have to take care of the Canadian tarmer, 
and let him drive over with a pig in his wagon or a keg of lard—you 
will still need as many ofiicers as you have now.” 

I am asked if I think there will be any diminution of officers. I say 
no, I do not think there will under the present management. When 
I asked the Senator from Maine why the custom-houses along the coast 
were kept up, he tells you, ‘‘ Well, they guard things.’ Why, sir, all 
the machinery of a custom-house is kept up when a good watchman 
would be worth just as much as all the machinery of those custom- 
houses where we have collectors and in some cases naval oflicers and 





appraisers and a bureau when there is not a dollar brought into the | 


port, and one watchman there at night would be worth all of them 
together. 

Mr. HALE. 
the collection of revenue where there is no revenue collected? I do 
not know of any such case. 

Mr. BECK. We shall see in a moment. 
book that contains a good many things. 

Mr. HALE. I know there are none such down my way. 

Mr. BECK. Wait a minute. I think Ishall find a good many. 1 
ond for example—— 

Mr. HALE. 
an appraiser has to do with the valuing of merchandiseand the collec- 


I happened to pick up a 


tion of duties upon it, and where there are no duties collected there | 


ought not to be an appraiser. 

Mr. MORRILL. May I suggest to the Senator from Kentucky that 
this debate would be just as appropriate on any other bill? 

Mr. BECK. Iwill not go into that. I know this is the tact, and I 
will take pains to show it inthe morning, that taking the custom-houses 
along the coast of Maine, the amountof money paid out to the employés, 
perhaps outside of one port, is more than three times the amount of 
duties collected. 

Mr. HALE. I do not know but that it is five times the amount. 

Mr. BECK. I think it is, and there are men employed there and 
paid high salaries, four and five at a place, where one man would be 
enough to be employed. 

Mr. HALE. Let me tell the Senator a little something about that. 
I ought to know something about the coast of Maine. 

Mr. BECK. I think so. 

Mr. HALE. It is four hundred miles in extent. There are inden- 
tations and bays with lines that make up in some cases a hundred miles 
through the center of the State, making in alla line of over 2,500 miles 


ia length, and there is hardly a mile of that where, if there were no safe- | 


guards, and if this custom-house force was not maintained, smuggling 
of every kind might not be carried on withimpunity. The whole coast 
would be a line of smuggling-laden goods, and I tell the Senator that 
there is not one man in the whole extent of the official force in those 
custom-houses who is not engaged either inthe detection or prevention 
of smuggling, or in the papering of vessels and the care and control of 


Does the Senator find an instance of that paraphernalia | 
of office including appraisers and officers that have to do simply with | 


I want to know where the appraiser is, because I think | 


the issuing of the pupers to the commerce of the 
on from those ports 

The Senator can not go there and point out a sinecure anywhere; he 
cannot go there and find an overpaid official anywhere. There is no 


» United States carried 


| one single instance of an inordinate ond swollen salary. The fees have 


run down so that the collectors get a little paltry sum of a few hundred 
dollars each, and their deputies are engaged working more hours a day 
than he or 1 work here, as hard as this Senate has worked during this 
session. If the Senator will go there and see the operation of this line 
of official force there, he will revolutionize his opinions and will not 


come in with statements of this kind I know something about the 
matter. 
Mr. BECK. Phe statements | have made were called out by the 


suggestion of the Senator from Maine that there will be no reduction 


of the force even if all these things ar placed on the free-list I have 
said that the amount of money paid to the men on the coast of Maine 
| and along the Canadian line was very greatly out of proportion to the 
amount of duties collected, and that all we wanted was a police force 
instead of a custom-house with all its machine I thought for the 
moment that I had a book in my posse 1 sho tall, but i will 
pledge myselt to-morrow to bring the opel io the Senator all the 
country and showing him the amount of duties collected l believe, 
instead of making any statement of m \ L will brir t statement 
made by the distinguished Senator trom M Mr. DAWES] 
When he was chairm the Committee « \\ L Mean the 
Hlouse of Representatives, to illustrate the truth o hat J 
Che reason I desire to strike off 1] | ‘ ) ’ 
bacon, lard, butter, oats. corn-meal, and ‘ lea 
ot the duties which are put upon the ertlernc ) otte 
svaries than the Senator thinks th ivi It ure 
placed on the tree t their duti re 
now, and a smaller mber can per 
Lam acti I | i i st ik 
from Ohio | Mr.s TAN ~ I { Ire ! 
When revenue Ww ‘ dd : o dn to 
taxation, urged upon i wht to) i 1 off 
the dutiable list \ \ 0.000, b i the 
enormous expense « ollection in proj i mount received 
} and the little it re how co leringonly | rin $3,547.29, and 
lard, which we ali reach 4 riite | ID Som lL sup 
pose neither of t } ‘ Ve 
who are kept along those long | youard against their b ight 
in. Phey dot L te 1 it ount and are bro htain 
| perhaps in wage Phat may have some little « t som and 
it is being used to make the peop bre Lie that tl ‘ ot the 
country are protected by this tariil 
Mr. HAWLEY) Mr. President, ] upon the fre t the arti 
| cles that bring ivht enue we lL not reach the end th iator 
aims at, for the goods that would ¢ through those unguarded line 
would be the silk nd other valuable goods, trom which the desire i 
to get a high duty 
Mr. BECK. 1 do not propos hdraw all supe m 
Mr. HAWLEY Lam ready to make an illustration that i have 
made once befor If by anv misfortune the Senator from Kentueky 
| should ever happen to run a cireus, he would act doubtless upon his 
| present doctrine and station a man only at the door he had duly pro 
vided; and after he would stay there about an hour he would go in and 


| find the circus full of boys who had got in without puty ine. 
Mr. BECK. The Senator have 
business from his friend understand 


Mr. HAWLE) The 


from Connecticut may learned that 


Barnum, which | do not 


Senator would learn it in one night 


Mr. CALL. I shall vote for the amendment of the Senator trom Del 
aware. I think it would be very hard to tind an argument to demon 
strate the propriety of making dear necessary articles of subsistence to 
the great masses of the people Protection must not work th turva 
tion of a lara: portion otf the peopl or «ce prive them ot l ect “ary 
means of comiort Phere can be no general prosperity to. re t from 

| that. 

These articles of subsistence lnported trom ¢ mia mm tinore or less 
cheap n the supply to the great mass of the consumers in those States 
which lie along the line, and for the reason that the necessary articles 
of subsistence ought to be made cheap to the great mass of the people; 
and that no obstacles in the way of that result should be interposed by 
public legislation I shall vote tor the amendme 

Mr. CONGER. If that be the feeling of othe: ntlemen on that 
side or this side of the House, that s necessary for consumption 
by th peopl of the United St hould come in free of duty, per 
haps | might agree with them, and the protection that comes to the 
farmers of the Northwest might be equalized by taking off the duties 
on other products raised in other parts of the United States Phe duty 
upon fresh beef and pork is 1 cent a pound, The beef or pork itself is 
worth 3 or 4 cents a pound. The duty is 20 per cent. ad valorem. 
That just mak tl ( erence between the value of that market to 
the Michigan, the New York, or.the Ohio or Maine farmer, and the 
| Canadian 

All along the line of the lumber States there are, as I have said be- 
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fore, hundreds of thousands of dollars of provisions brought from the 
nearest place where they can be had cheapest, and from Canada they 
can be brought by the Saint Clair River and Lake Huron into the lum- 
ber woods of Michigan just as cheap as they can be brought from 
Ohio, Indiana, or Iinois. This duty gives to the American farmers 
the market for probably several million dollars’ worth of beef and pork 
along the whole line of the boundary. Take it off and the Canadian 
has the market. 

jut I want to say a word to the Senator from Florida and to the 
Senate about applying this principle. If by taking off aduty you can 
give to the consumer provisions cheaper, he says he will vote for it. I 
find here that of the article of rice we exported last year 143,189 pounds. 
The Senator from Kentucky says if we export the article there is no 
protection needed. We exported 143,189 pounds of rice, and yet we 
have a protective duty on rice higher than on any and all others, double, 
treble the duty on all productions of the farmers of the West and 
Northwest. 

Who rises here to ask for the removal of that excessive duty on rice? 
The percentage of duty on cleaned rice under the present law is 111.56 
percent. The farmers all over the United States, the people of the 
United States generally, aside from flour and wheat and some other 
things of that kind, use more rice among all the families of the poor 
and middle classes arid among the rich than almost any other foreign 
production; and on the demand of men who would put the produce of 
the Northern farmer on the free-list our farmers have to pay 111.56 
per cent. duty on cleaned rice. On uncleaned rice the duty is 123.80 
per cent., on an article of common consumption all over this country. 

Now, I want the farmers of the United States to know what portion 
of the people and what party would throw open to the competition of 
the foreign producer their wheat, their rye, their cattle, their beef, their 
pork, all the products of their farms, remove even their little 15 to 20 
per cent. protection, and at the same time when we come to it (and I 
shall give them the opportunity to try if I can when we come to rice) 
vote for 123 per cent. duty on rice, a common food of the whole coun- 
try, and for a high duty on the sugar used in every family. None is 
so poor but can buy some sugar, and we have already, even in the at- 





tempt at reduction, left still a high duty upon sugar, a protection of the 
Southern planter. IT want the farmers of the United States to know 
that the Southern representatives of sugar-growing, that the represent- 
atives of the tobacco-growing interest stand here on this floor and re- 
peat over in one year five hundred and thirty-seven times in the year 
the same statement that the farmers ought not to be protected on this 
class of provisions, 

I may not be exact as to the Senator from Kentucky. The best list 
I could keep of his attacks upon the farmers, checking down as he went | 
along the same speech and adding a notch each time it was repeated 
here substantially, shows one hundred and thirty-seven times since I 
have been in the Senate. If it were not true that I am generally here 
in the Senate, I should have probably thought I had got down only 
about half the times when the Senator from Kentucky had repeated this 
speech; and yet he stands here to protect rice, to protect tobacco, to pro- 
tect whisky. Sir, the spirit of the Senator from Kentucky—he is gone 
now—the spirits and the spirit are stirred up to boiling heat. 

Mr. BECK. Here I am. 

Mr. CONGER. Iam glad he is here. He was intrenched a moment 
ago behind a desk and I did not see him. [Laughter.] I say he is 
from day to day and from year to year a representative of the whisky 
interest of Kentucky, and he has attacked every agricultural product 
of every portion of the United States except whisky, rice, sugar and 
tobacco. 

Mr. FRYE. He is sound on sugar. 

Mr. WILLIAMS. I would like to know from the Senator from 
Michigan what protection whisky gets? Whisky is taxed higher than 
any commodity in the world and tobacco is taxed higher than any other | 
except whisky in the whole United States. It has no protection. | 

Mr. CONGER. I have a statement here on which the gentleman | 
relies. 

Mr. WILLIAMS. 
[ Laughter. ] 

Mr. CONGER. I have astatement here that whisky is taxed a higher 
price than any agricultural production in this land. The tax on whisky 
is $2 a gallon; I mean the customs duty, the tariff duty. The internal 
revenue is only 90 cents. 

Mr. WILLIAMS. Does the Senator from Michigan think anybody 
will attempt to import whisky into the United States when we have got 
now on hand more than we can consume in four years, with all the efforts 
of the North to help us drink it up? Does he imagine that that duty 
amounts to protection at all? It is a protection that does not protect. 

Mr. CONGER. Ah, it is prohibitory. The Kentuckian stands like | 
the angel by the Garden of Eden with his flaming sword protecting 
whisky. [Laughter.] There he stands, sir. I will venture to say 

Mr. WILLIAMS. I will ask the Senator 

Mr. CONGER. The gentleman is interrupting my remarks. I am 
going to finish this sentence if it takes me all night. There he will 
stand guarding whisky, and under the influence of his protection for | 








Everybody is trying to consume some of both. 








whisky—in the tariff bill, I mean, not the tax on it of a paltry 90 cents | 
when it is protected against the outside world by $2 a gallon—there he | 


| before we get through. 


will stand protecting whisky, and in order to withdraw 
any attack upon whisky the Senator from Kentucky is attackine rivet 

: : - “ & Pinht 
and left every other industry in the country. If anybody approache 
whisky, tobacco, rice—any of these Southern productions. t} a 
from Kentucky [Mr. Beck], with that inborn ingenuity anc 
ance and desire for exploration which he brought across the 
him in his younger days, looks around to see whom he can attack and 
whom he can put on the defense, and he attacks potatoes and he at- 
tacks beef and he turns to the list to show how little importation there 
has been of beef and pork. 

Why, sir, throw off on any of these articles the protection, and from 
all Canada that raises millions of dollars’ worth of these products to ex- 
port somewhere that now go to the foreign market, they could slip across 
our rivers and lakes and sell their products near at home in our mayr- 
kets; and there would be a showing of such sales now but for this pro- 
tection. 

Sir, I have thought sometimes that the Senator from Kentucky 
whose State raises so many cattlesfor beef for sale as live animals. «, 
many horses, both for the race-course and for the road, so many sheep 
for their wool and for their meat, so much hemp which requires a mar- 
ket—I have thought sometimes if the people of Kentucky had any re- 
flection about them, if they had not got a kind of blind idolatry of their 
Senator—of both Senators, I might say, one on the whisky and the other 
on the tobacco question; if they did not think through all Kentucky 
that their Senators can not make a mistake and can not let their inter- 
ests suffer—I have thought, perhaps, the people of Kentucky would 
inquire, ‘* When we raise so many cattle, why do you not protect them?” 
**Here are millions in value of cattle brought into the United States 
that compete with ours. Why do you not protect us?” 

Oh, the farmers there are not organized, they do not work together. 
The tobacco-men work together; they have a voice that can be heard. 
The Senator from Kentucky dare not put even cotton in his ears when 
the great voice from Kentucky demands that whisky shall be protected 
and that tobacco shall be protected; but the farmers of Kentucky are 
like the farmers of Michigan and Illinois. [Mr. WILLIAMS rose.] | 
sometimes desire 

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr. EpMUNDs in the chair). Docs 
the Senator from Michigan yield to the Senator from Kentucky? The 
Senator from Kentucky will address the Chair and wait until he under 
stands whether the Senator from Michigan will yield. 

Mr. CONGER. I want to know what the Senator wants? 

Mr. WILLIAMS. Will the Senator allow me to ask him how, in 
what manner, by any sort of taxation we get, either tobacco or whisky 
is protected, for they are two products and two of the principal products 
of my State ? 

Mr. CONGER. There is a book that tells better than I can. 
say to the Senator—— 

Mr. WILLIAMS. Both are taxed—whisky 400 per cent. of its cost 
and tobacco 200 per cent. of its cost. 

Mr. CONGER. I have no time to read all the book. 

Mr. WILLIAMS. How can the Senator say they are protected’? 

Thé PRESIDING OFFICER. The Senator from Michigan declines 
to yield further. 

Mr. CONGER. Here is a book that tells the imports and exports, 
the taxes and per cent. It is Miscellaneous Document of the Senate 
No. 18, Forty-seventh Congress, second session. I commend it to the 
careful attention of gentlemen who are making inquiries. 

There is a tax on manufactured tobacco, on the sale of manufactured 
tobacco, on all the processes by which tobacco can be taxed if imported 
from foreign countries to come into the market to compete with Con- 
necticut tobacco or New York tobacco, a far greater per cent. than any 
of the agricultural products which it is proposed to strike out of this 
bill. 

There is another industry in Kentucky used all over this country in 
the shape of rope. Twenty-five dollars a ton is the protection that w« 
give to Kentucky hemp. Why protect hemp made away in the interior 
of Kentucky surrounded by a cordon of loyal States? It would look as 
if Kentucky could sleep there in peace with its hemp protected by dis- 
tance from shore and by the expense of transportation. Propose to re- 
duce the duty on hemp, and you would see an exhibition as I have in 
the House on a former occasion of my friend from Kentucky becoming 
rampant in his opposition to such an attack upon the industries of th 
loyal State of Kentucky. 

Pretty soon we shall come to rice, and these gentlemen who live in 
the region where rice is grown, along the Gulf coast and the South At- 
lantic, will vote for a high duty on that while they vote to put the pro- 
ductions of the farmers of my State on the free-list because those are 
consumed all over the country. I want to see just how they will take 
a little proposition to put rice on the free-list, what reasons they will 
conjure up to meet such a proposition. I expect we shall hear of that 
I propose to test these different things as we 
goalong. We have lived long enough, we of the North representing 
farmers have lived long enough and yielded tothe inexorable demancs 
of Southern planters and rice-growers and tobacco-growers and whisky 
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I will 


| manufacturers, and let them have their protective duties, thinking the) 


would give a little share of protection to the industries of the farmers 
of the North. 
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If that can come let us cut down by an even rule, reduce all by a | Indian corn or maize, 10 cents per bushel ; oats, 10 cents per bushel; corn-meal, 
fair proportion, and I will not complain and those I represent will not; |} cents per bushetot forty-cislit pounds; oat-mcal-one-halfvent per pout, F9 
but when they find such exorbitant duties for the protection of the pro- 
duction of some of the Southern States they will wonder how it is that The item in lines 959, 960, and 961 was read, as follows: 
their representatives can not see that their people have a right to a lit- Potato or corn starch, 1 cent per pound; rice starch, 2} cents per pound ; other 
tle protection, or why we do not protest against the exorbitant protection | “Te! 2) cents per pound. 
of the productions of the South. Mr. HALE. I have just been called away and am obliged to go, and 

Now I have said a word or two on this subject. I have hardly got in- | | ask unanimous consent that this subject-matter of potato or corn 
terested in it myself, but we are coming on down to some things, and | Starch and other starch may be passed for the present, to be taken up 
my views of the policy of protection upon them will depend somewhat | When I return. I hope the chairman or any Senator will have no ob- 
upon the protection of the interests in which my people are greatly con- | jection to that. 
cerned. There are a few of these things to which I can refer as I have | Mr. MORRILL. I will not object 
referred. Whisky $2 a gallon tariff protection. Oh, you can protect The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Senator from Maine asks uwnan 
whisky in all its forms and varieties, and the Senators from Kentucky imous consent that lines 959, 960, and 961 be passed over without prej- 
never complain that the custom-houses on any of her lines of sea-coast udice for the time being, to be taken up later. Is there objection ? 
or boundary are preventing the introduction of whisky by smuggling. | Mr. HALE. I will ask that they be called up as soon as | return 

I have been and am still for a fair protection upon all industries, | from the station. 
share and share alike, and thus I have voted; but when I am convinced | | Mr. BECK. Would it not do as well to reserve the amendment in 
that other gentlemen insist upon putting on the free-list articles which | the Senate ? 
our people believe should have at least this much protection, I trust to Mr. HALE. I would prefer that this should be brought up in Com 
their judgntent, and will reduce their articles to the same standard if | mittee of the Whole, not to take very much time 

ean. . | Fhe PRESIDING OFFICER. Is there objection to the request ot 

Mr. MORRILL. Now, Mr. President, I trust we may have a vote. | the Senator from Maine? The Chair hears none 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The question is on the amendment | ‘The items in lines 962. 963, and 964 were read, as follows 
proposed by the Senator from Delaware [Mr. BAYARD], to strike out | Rice, cleaned, 2} cents per pound; uncleaned, 1! cent per pound 


line 944, upon which the yeas and nays have been ordered. Paddy, 1} cents per pound 
The Principal Legislative Clerk proceeded to call the roll. Phe item in lines 965 and 966 was read, as tollows 
Mr. BUTLER (when his name was called). Iam paired with the | Rice-flour and granulated rice-meal, 20 per cent. ad valorem 
Sans ' ”ennsylvanix r. CAMERON x in: v he row oT ” 
Senator from Pennsylvania [Mr. CAMERON]. Not knowing how he is BECK. The word “oranelated,” I think. should come out 


would vote, I shall withhold my vote. Mr. MORRILI 
Mr. EDMUNDS (when his name was called). I am paired with the eee get 
Senator from Arkansas [Mr. GARLAND]. 


From the information [ have received | agree wit] 
the Senator from Kentucky, and I have no objection to striking out 
that word. 





Mr. PUGH (when Mr. MorGAN’s name was e¢alled). My colleague The PRESIDING OFFICER. It is moved to strike out the 
[Mr. MORGAN } is paired with the Senator from New York [Mr. | «oeanulated.” , me 
LAPHAM]. ie menbindieitiel hd opened to 
Mr. CAMERON, of Wisconsin (when Mr. RoLLINs’s name was Tho i4 aay ORT to, } ) : 1] 
7 - . “ : “ : . rhe items trom line 967 to line 1002, inclusive, were read, as fi V 
called). The Senator from New Hampshire [Mr. RoLLINs] is paired aw. o8 ‘ 
° Y . . " ° ia es. per ton 
with the Senator from South Carolina [| Mr. HAmpron]. lang) “phere per gall 
Mr. SLATER (when his name was called). Iam paired with th Hops, § cents per pound 
Senator from Indiana [ Mr. HARRISON]. — preserved or condensed acl 
Mr. VEST (when his name was called). I am paired with the Sena- PS ee: 
tor from Kansas [Mr. PLumMB]. If he were present, I should vote | Herrings, pickled. ted, on fof Lcent per 
** vea,’?? Salman pickled, L c¢ per poune other { ‘_ kled in barre a t per 
he roll-call was concluded. ig = Ee Re an ye ee ae a Ree 
Mr. EDMUNDS. I vote to make a quorum. fresh, smoked, dried, salted, or pickled, not specially enumerated or provided 
Mr. MCMILLAN (after having voted in the negative). I withdraw | ~— — act, ap straits sgh “ A eee 
. . . . . : . ° Anchovies and sara ( packed in ol or otherwise ntint X¢ Irie ir 4 
my vote. lam paired with the Senator from Mississippi | Mr. LAMAR}. | not more than five inch dite: tii dew’ Sialicdin, aadlas. civil thine enntt citveshintl Gixatia 
I responded to the call of my name by mistake. I shall not vote un- | deep, 10cents per whole | half boxes, measuring not more than tive inch 
less it is necessary to constitute a quorum. want four inches wide, and one and five on slbetes os he -waepil bs Jeoerineg 
- —— re aa. os . P oxes, measuring not more than tour inches ane hree-quarters lon nie nel 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. It is necessary at present to constitute | one-half inches wide, and one and a quarter deep, 2) centseach; when imported 
a quorum. inany other form, 40 per cent. ad valorem 
u and sardines, 30 per cent. ad valorem 


Mr. DAWES. My colleague [Mr. HoAnr] is paired for the evening erent preserved i oil, except 





. . . pe Salmon and all other fish, eserved, and preserved meats of all 
with the Senator from Tennessee [ Mr. JACKSON |. kinds, nel specially enume ted or provide d for in t . s$uct, 2) per ¢ it. ad 
Mr. MILLER, of New York. Iam paired generally with the Sena- | valorem 
. ‘ * i ickles s ces, of all kinds, not otherwise specially enumerate rr) ro 
tor from Maryland [Mr. GrooME], but on this question I have no doubt RA. 4 fn ap" epg hy earning ig See SaIeS 
‘ ‘ . be 99 vided for In ls act, oo per cent. a hiorem 
he would vote ‘‘ nay,’’ and I therefore vote ‘‘ nay. Potatoes, 15 cents per bushel of sixty pounds 
Mr. WILLIAMS. I am paired for the evening with the Senator from Vegetables, in their natural state, or in salt or brine, not specially enumerated 
Nevada [Mr. Jones]. I withhold my vote, not knowing how he would | 0? Previled for in this act, ‘val 
vote. Lines 1003 and 1004 were read, as follows 
Mr. McMILLAN. I vote to make a quorum. Chicory root. ground or unground rnt or prepared, 2 cents per por 
The result was announced—yeas 11, nays 28; as follows: a , , 
. e—yens U1, nage 20; 20 follo Mr. BECK. That ought to be on the free-list, I think. 1 
. YEAS—il. chairman if it is not so 
sarrow, Cockrell, George, Pugh, Mr. MORRILI Oh. no As long as we have duty up 
Bayard, Coke, Harris, Vance > 1 ‘ " | cc h a 2? 2 
Beck, Farley, Maxey, ought to have a 
— Mr. BECK et it go 
: : sac Nth : The items from line 1005 to line 1015, inclusive, we re 
Allison, Davis of Il., Hawley, Miller of N.Y pa 
Anthony, Davis of W. Va., Ingalls, Morrill, 10WS 
Ir, Dawes, Jonas, Platt, Vinegar, 7) cents per gallon The standard for we bee tea 
Camden, Edmunds, Jones of Florida, Ransom that strength which requires thirty-five grains of f pota 
Cameron of Wis., Frye, MeDill, Sawyer, tralize one ounce Troy of vinegar, and all import « 
Chilcott, Gorman, MeMiltan, Sewell, posed on vinegar imports d from foreien « t ‘ 
Conger, Hale, Miller of Cal., Sherman to this standard. 
ser AT __9 Acorns and dandelion root, raw or pre} d t 
: ABSENT—3s. tended to be used as coffee, or subst es tl eft ot Ss] ‘ en rated 
Aldrich, Hampton, Logan, Slater, or provided for in this act, 2 cents per pound 
Brown, Harrison, McPherson, Van Wyck - 
Butler, Hill, Mahone, Vest, Line 1016 was read, as f lows 
Call, Hoar, Mitchell, Voorhees, 2 TR Se a OO aS 
Cameron of Pa., Jackson, Morgan, Walker, ons Eee Sa rs co hehes ie 
air, Johnston, Pendleton, Williams, Mr. DAWES I move to strike out the word prepared or 1 re 
Ferry, Jones of Nevada, Plumb, Windom. we: AV ES. ne é Ks »? nr é é 7 1, lot 
Garland, Kellogg, Rollins, pared.” _ There is no such thing as uprepared chocolat 
Groome, Lamar, Saulsbury, The PRESIDING OFFICER. ThesSenator from Massachusetts move 
Grover, Lapham, Saunders, to strike out in line 1016 the word prepared or unprepare d 
So the amendment was rejected. The amendment was agreed io 
The Acting Secretary continued the reading. The item in line 1017 was read, as follow 
The items from line 945 to line 958, inclusive, were read, as follows: Cocoa, prepared or manufactured, 2 cents per pound 
Hams and bacon, 2 cents per pound; cheese, 4 cents per pound; butter, and Mr. VANCE I should like toask why that should not pay a i 
substitutes therefor, 4 cents per pound; lard, 2 cents per pound; wheat, 20 cents per cent. than 6. Six per cent. protection is What this dut 


per bushel ; rye and barley, 10 cents per bushel ; barley, pearled, patent, or hulled, i | AS 4 
one-half cent per pound ; barley, malt, per bushel ofthirty-four pounds, 20 cents; | tO, ON somit thing not grown in this country, and it i 
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not at all by the great mass of the people. It is used only by the rich. | do so. I am informed, but not sufficiently informed to move an ame; d 
I move to make the duty 5 cents s pound. ment at this time, that this duty is so arranged that it will lead to the 
Mr. MORRILL. I trust not. discontinuance of the bottling of these still wines in this, ¥ 


> — ~ ~ . : ‘ountry en- 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The question is on the amendment of | tirely, and that they will be imported in bottles instead of in onl 
the Senator from North Carolina to strike out ‘2’? and insert‘ 5’? in | I may be mistaken in regard to it; I desire to examine the qu 





3, es) « 
line 1017. if the chairman will consent that before the bill shall be reported foam. 
Mr. MORRILL. This is an article that takes the place of tea and | Senate I may offer an amendment, I shall be gratified. . 
coffee now free. It is a very low rate, but still it ought to be some-| Mr. MORRILL. I will not object, with the consent of the Senate 
thing, as it is prepared. | that this may be open to amendment by the Senator from New York. 
Mr. VANCE. So chocolate takes the place of tea and coffee and is 


The PRESIDING OFFICER. TheSenator from New York asks eon. 
more universally used, a hundred to one, than is cocoa. Chocolate pays | sent to be enabled to move hereafter, when the schedule shall he rone 
82 per cent. Ido not see any propriety in giving those things which | through with, any amendment he may think of in regard to sti]! \ loon 
are used by a very few people a very low rate of duty and those which | The Chair understands under the general principles of our rules it would 
are in common and universal use a very high rate. I move to make | be his right to do so, unless some understanding has been come to 





this duty 5 cents per pound. about it. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. ‘The question is on theamendmentof| Mr. MILLER, of New York. There has been an understanding 
the Senator from North Carolina. | The PRESIDING OFFICER. Is there objection to the request of 
The amendment was rejected. | the Senator from New York? The Chair hears none. 
The items from line 1018 to line 1045, inclusive, were read, as follows: 


The items from line 1078 to line 1094, inclusive, were read, as fy} Jows 


Wines, brandy, and other spirituous liquors imported in bottles, shall be packed 
Currants, Zante or other, 1 cent per pound | in packages containing not less than one dozen bottles in each package; and || 
Dates, plums, and prunes, | cent per pound | such bottles, except as specially enumerated or provided for in this : 
Figs, 2 cents per pound, | an adaitional duty of 3 cents for each bottle. 
Oranges, in boxes of capacity not exceeding two and one-half cubie feet, 25 | Brandy, and other spirits manufactured or distilled from grain or other mate. 
cents per box; in one-half boxes, capacity not exceeding one and one-fourth | rials and not specially enumerated or provided for in this act, $2 per proof-gal- 
cubie feet, 13 cents per half box; in bulk, $1.60 per 1,000; in barrels, capacity | lon; each and every gauge or wine-gallon of measurement shall be count: d as 
not exceeding that of the one-hundred-and-ninety-six-pounds flour-barrel, 55 | at least one proof-gallon; and the standard for determining the proof of brandy 
cents per barrel and other spirits or liquors of any kind imported shall be the same as that which 
Lemons, in boxes of capacity not exceeding two and one-half cubic feet, 30 | is defined in the laws relating to internal revenue; but any brandy or other 
eents per box; in one-half boxes, capacity not exceeding one and one-fourth | spirituous liquors imported in casks of less capacity than fourteen gallons sha 
cubic feet, 16 cents per half box; in bulk, $2 per 1,000, ; ; tant be forfeited to the United States. 
. ‘ i res " cages spechl ent erated or prov ~, ) + . . . - . ~ > . 
a = ee, Se EE Se pecially enumerated or provided forin | ho item in lines 1095, 1096, 1097, and 1098 was read, as follows 
Limes and grapes, 20 per cent. ad valorem 
Raisins, 2 cents per pound, 


Fruits: 


act, shall pay 








On all compounds or preparations of which distilled spirits isa component part 
| of chief value, not specially enumerated or provided for in this act, there sha! 


Fruits, preserved in their own juices, and fruit-juice, 20 per cent. ad valorem. | be levied a duty not less than that imposed upon distilled spirits. 
Sweetmeats and jellies of all kinds, 3 per cent. ad valorem. | 


Nuts | The PRESIDING OFFICER. In line 1096 ‘‘is”’ will be chanved to 
Almonds, 5 cents per pound; shelled, 7] cents per pound; filbertsand walnuts | ‘‘are’’—“‘are a component part ’’—if there be no objection 
of all kinds, 3 cents per pound Mr. MORRILL. That ought to be done. 
Lines 1046 and 1047 were read, as follows: | The PRESIDING OFFICER. The change will be made. 
Peanats or ground beans, 1 cent per pound; shelled, 1} cents per pound, The items from line 1099 to line 1119, inclusive, were read, as follows 


Mr. CAMERON, of Wisconsin. I think the reading had better be Cordials, liquors, arrack, absinthe, kirschwasser, ratafia, and other similar 
suspended for a moment to allow the junior Senator from North Caro- spirituous beverages or bitters, containing spirits, and not specially enumerated 


; . ~ Z or provided for in this act, $2 per proof-gallon. 
lina [Mr. VANCE] to move to amend by striking out lines 1046 and No lower rate or amount of duty shall be levied, collected, and paid on br 


\ 





1047. [ Laughter. ] spirits, and other spirituous beverages than that fixed by law for the descri; 
ah : — : > =p 3 . . tion of first proof; but it shall be increased in proportion foranygreater strengt! 
. , r Secretar » = ) . s > as 8: ; . - n 3 ih 
rhe Acting Secretary read lines 1048 to 1¢ 76 inclusive, as follows than the strength of first proof; and all imitations of brandy or spirits or 
Nuts of all kinds, shelled or unshelled, not specially enumerated or provided | wines imported by any names whatever, shall be subject to the highest rate of 
for in this act, 2 cents per pound, duty provided for the genuine articles respectively intended to be represented 
Mustard, ground or preserved, in bottles or otherwise, 10 cents per pound, and in no case less than $1 per gallon. 
ScuEpULE H.—Liquors. . wy oe» a a or ee ey ¢ per. gallon of 
Champagne and all other sparkling wines, in bottles containing each not more DLS alae aaataae. tn teatihen, 4a hema at ae ome. aay = ell ur 
than one quart, and more than one pint, $% per dozen bottles; containing not I ; ’ “lag Bo ecg grees , . — 


more than one pint each, and more than one-half pint, $38 per dozen bottles; conte ~¥ ene — ise than in bottles, or jugs of glass, stone, or earthen 

containing one-half pint each, or less, $1.50 per dozen bottles; in bottles con- WAre, a7 Conte per Gauon. 

taining more than one quart each, in addition to $6 per dozen bottles, at the | Mr. MORRILL. Thanking Senators whoare here for their very pa 

rate of $2 per gallon on the quantity in excess of one quart per bottle. tient attention, I move that the Senate do now adjourn . 
Still wines, in casks, 40 cents per gallon; in bottles, $1.60 per case of one dozen  ramenanie cmnne ee = ‘J * 

bottles containing each not more than one quart and more than one pint, or Mr. COCKRELL. I was in hope we should make more progress than 

twenty-four bottles containing not more than one pe ; and any excess beyond | this. 

these quantities found in such bottles shall be subject to a duty of 5 cents per 


: : Several SEN s. G : 
pint or fractional part thereof; but no separate or additional duties shall be col- everal SEN ATOR Go on a me fe" aad - ‘ 
lected on the bottles: Provided, That any wines imported containing more than The question being put, there were on a division—ayes 17, noes 9 


24 per cent. of aleohol shall be forfeited to the United States: Provided further, | and (at 9 o’clock and 35 minutes p. m.) the Senate adjourned. 
That there shall be no allowance for breakage, leakage, or damage on wines, 
liquors, cordials, or distilled spirits, 

Vermuth, the same duty as on still wines, 

Mr. BECK. There is a change there which perhaps it might be well 

. — ‘ 

enough to call attention to: HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 

Provided further, That there shall be no allowance for breakage, leakage, or A - 
damage on wines, liquors, cordials, or distilled spirits. THURSDAY ; February 1, 1883. 

Under the present law there is aun allowance of 5 per cent. which is The House met at 11 o'clock a.m. Prayer by the Chaplain, Rev. F. D 
said to be ascertained by an experience of fifteen years or twenty years | Power. 
to be the proper amount. 

And all such bottles, except as specially enumerated or provided for in this ’ . : 
act, shalt pay an additional duty of 3 cents for each bottle. | - : WAR CLAIMS. Z . war 

Mr. HOUK, by unanimousconsent, from the Committee on War Claims, 
reported back with amendments the bill (H. R. 7321) for the allowance 
of certain claims reported by the accounting officers of the United States 
Treasury Department; which were referred to the Committee of the 
Whole House on the Private Calendar, and, with the accompanying re 
port, ordered to be printed. 


The Journal of yesterday’s proceedings was read and approved 


A new provision. It oecurred to me that in order to maintain the 
present law we either ought to allow a leakage or breakage of 5 per 
cent., as now allowed by law, or we ought not to make the charge for 
the bottles. Perhaps they are about the same. I think we intended 
to preserve this schedule about what it is, and I think we had either 
better strike out this proviso or not make any special charge for the 


bottles BULLETINS OF THE BUREAU OF ETHNOLOGY. 
Mr. MORRILL. I should not differ with the Senator from Ken- Mr. SINGLETON, of Mississippi, submitted the following concurrent 


tucky, but I hope he will allow us to go through with this schedule as | resolution; which was referred to the Committee on Printing: 
it stands, and we shall have a conference about this matter to see what | Resolved by the House of Representatives (the Senate concurring), That there be 
is the best way to have it fixed, and offer the amendment in the Senate | printed at the Government Printing Office 3,000 copies each of the bulletins of 


we thenares 7. HAS the bureau of ethnology of the Smithsonian Institution, Nos. 1 to 12 inclusive, 
ifany amendment should be deemed necessary, with the necessary illustrations for the use of the bureau of ethnology. 
Mr. BECK. Very well. 


Mr. MILLER, of New York. One moment before proceeding beyond PENSIONS. 
the section in regard to still wines. I desire to ask the consent of the Mr. HARDENBERGH (by request), by unanimous consent, intro- 
chairman of the committee that before the bill shall pass out of Com- | duced a bill (H. R. 7475) granting a bounty to certain soldiers and 
mittee of the Whole into the Senate I may have permission to offer an | sailors of the rebellion; which was read a first and second time, referred 
amendment to that section if I shall upon examination think it wise to | to the Committee on Invalid Pensions, and ordered to be printed. 








1883. 





PRINTING OF AGRICULTURAL REPORT. 


Mr. CARPENTER, by unanimous consent, introduced joint resolu- 
tion (H. Res. 332) ordering the printing of the annual report of the Com- 
missioner of Agriculture; which was read a first and second time, re- 
ferred to the Committee on Printing, and ordered to be printed. 


MUTUAL FIRE INSURANCE COMPANY, DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA. 

Mr. TOWNSHEND, of Illinois (by request), by unanimous consent, 
introduced a bill (H. R. 7476) to amend an act entitled ‘‘ An act to in- 
corporate the Mutual Fire Insurance Company of the District of Colum- 
bia,’ approved January 10, 1855; which was read a first and second 
time, referred to the Committee on the District of Columbia, and ordered | 
to be printed. 

ALFRED 8S. SHELLER. 

Mr. CURTIN, by unanimous consent, introduced a bill (11. R. 7477) | 
for the relief of Alfred 8S. Sheller; which was read a first and second 
time, referred to the Committee on Claims, and ordered to be printed. 

VESSELS STRICKEN FROM NAVY REGISTER. 

The SPEAKER, by unanimous consent, laid before the House a com- 
munication from the Secretary of the Navy, reporting lists of vessels 
stricken from the Navy Register, under the provisions of the naval ap- 
propriation act approved August 5, 1882; which was referred to the 
Committee on Naval Affairs, and ordered to be printed 

ORDER OF BUSINESS. 


Mr. WASHBURN. I move by unanimous consent to take from the 
House Calendar a joint resolution for present consideration. 

Mr. KELLEY. I must object to taking up any bill for present con- 
sideration. 

MORNING HOUR DISPENSED WITH. 

The SPEAKER. The first business is the morning hour for the call 
of committees for reports. 

Mr. KELLEY. I move that the morning hour be dispensed with 
for to-day. 

The SPEAKER. That requires a two-thirds vote. 

The morning hour was dispensed with (two-thirds voting in favor 


thereof). 
DAILY SESSIONS UNTIL 6 O’CLOCK. 

Mr. KELLEY. I desire to say to the House before going into Com- 
mittee of the Whole we may be able to sit until 6 o'clock each day 
until this bill is disposed of. Such will be my aim, and I think gen- 
tlemen having notice in advance can easily arrange their affairs so w« 
may be able without inconvenience to sit each day until that hour 

Mr. BUCKNER. Let us meet at 10 o’clock in the morning. 

Mr. KELLEY. That breaks up the committee business. I should 
be glad to hear from my friends on the other side of the House whether 
or not, in view of the work before us, they regard this as an unreason- 
able request. 

Mr. MORRISON. Speaking for myself, and for some at least of those 
who agree with me in the consideration of the pending bill, I want to 
say I do not think it is an unreasonable request at this late day of the 
session to sit until 6 o’clock each day. I myself would prefer that than 
to have night sessions, which otherwise would be inevitable. 

Mr. CARLISLE. It will be satisfactory to this side of th 

TARIFF. 
With that understanding, then, I now move that 


o 


House. 


Mr. KELLEY. 


the House resolve itself into Committee of the Whole to resume con- | 


sideration of the tariff bill. 
The motion was agreed to. 
The House aceordingly resolved itself into Committee of the Whole 
House on the state of the Union (Mr. Burrows, of Michigan, in the 
chair) and resumed the consideration of the bill (If. R. 7313) to impose 
duties on foreign imports, and for other purposes 
The Clerk read as follows: 
Acids, carbolic, benzoic, and pyrogaelic, 


Mr. ELLIS. I move to strike out from line 269 ‘‘ carbolic acid’ and 
that the same be added to the free-list. 

I do not want, Mr. Chairman, to take up the time of the committee 
unnecessarily, but I do desire to say in support of my motion that car- 
bolic acid is used as a disinfectant in immense quantities by the South- 
ern cities which are subject to visitations of yellow fever. I think the 
State board of health of Louisiana, which is composed of some of its 
best citizens and its very highest medical talent, has demonstrated that 
yellow fever is an import and does not originate with us, and has suc- 
ceeded in destroying it by disinfecting it by the use of carbolie acid 
even after it has been introduced. 

It is used also in our Southern cities where the situation of the soil 
will not permit any underground sewerage. It is used by all our cities 
as a disinfectant for sanitary purposes. Itis used by our sanitary asso- 
ciations and by all our citizens, and the proposed tax is a tax absolutely 
on our salubrity. 

I feel very deeply interested in this, because New Orleans is the gate- 
way to the Mississippi Valley and is the guardian of the health of that 
valley, and I ask, inasmuch as very inconsiderable revenue is produced 


10 per cent, ad valorem 
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| from this article, only about $4,222 I believe, and the rate remains the 


same, this article be made just as cheap as possible to our people, whe 
consume it in immense quantities. I hope my motion will prevail and 
that carbolic acid will be placed on the free-list. 

Mr. KELLEY. I am not prepared, Mr. Chairman, to censent to the 
arrangement suggested by the gentleman fvom Louisiana. The carbolic 
acid is as important as a disintectant in the Northern States as in the 
South, except in the brief season when the yellow-fever may prevail as 
an epidemic in that region. It is equally useful in every case as a 
municipal agent in connection with health where disease results from 
insuflicient sewerage or drainage or other kindred causes, or from the 
want of personal care, cleanliness, and ventilation. ‘There were 140,000 


| pounds imported during the year 1882 


Mr. HASKELL 
Mr. KELLEY 


One hundred and seventy-eight thousand pounds 
Lam informed by the gentleman from Kansas that 





the importations were 178,000 pounds in 1882. I would like at least 
to institute inquiries of a generous character, not from parties in in 
terest, as to the importance of the retention of this duty before it is 
stricken down. I therefore ask leave to recur to this line, as Lam dis 
posed to consent to the proposition of the gentlemanif I tind that it ean 
be done with propriety But if that duty of 10 per cent. is of importance 
to the maintenance of our chief sour t y for this modern, in 
deed I may say this quite recent sanitary l muld be unwilling 
to strike it down I therefore ask that we ma\ ] 1 i rmally 
and recur to it hereafiet 

Mr. ELLIS. I assent to that proposition, and hope it t tl 
approval of t] committe 

Phe CHAIRMAN s there objection to the proj 
tleman from Pennsylvania, that this item 1 | | to 
be recurred to hereafter 

There was no o} 

The Clerk re 

Acid allie ts 

Antimony, tart e« tartar « { l ents per po ! 

Antiniony,alls Ss mie use, not otherw 
act, So per cent ad va 

Chromie acid 

Chrorate and | re e of pot ‘ ts yx 

Cobalt, oxide « 

Copper | Pp 

Iron, sulphat 

Mr. CARLISLI I ve to strike ¢ lir and <1 1 put 
this article, sulp ( Ol copp 1 i 

The CHAIRMAN rhe C] il] read the 7 | ly t 

rhe Clerk read as toll 

Strike owt ] ) oe ilphate of : ‘ I 
ent per pound 

Mr. CARLISLI1 Chis is an article used in dyein d I think the 
is no reason why it should remain on the dutiable list rhe entire reve 
nue to be collected from it during the next year after this bill shall go 
into operation will be $58.79, and I think it is very unwise as a general 
thing to retain upon this dutiable list this great mass of trash, if I may 
so denominate it, that has been carried on the tariff bill for years through 


has been made, simply because it has been found on 
] l is arule should be 


every revision that 
l h articles 
get rid of them and simplify 


the preceding list. I thinkall 
off. The 
the tariff list as mucl 

For that reason and for th 
ought to strike it out and put it 
that motion 


Su ricken 


time has come when we should 
as possible 


4h) 
tik 


a dye-stuff I think we 
- and I therefore make 


reason it 1 Is 


upon the free-list 


MESSAGE FROM THI SsENATI 
The committee informally rose; and Mr. BriGGs having taken the 
chair as Speaker pro tempore, message from the Senate, by Mr. SyMp 
SON, one of its clerks, announced that the Senate had passed a bill and 


joint resolution of the following titles; in which the rence of the 
Ifouse of Representatives was requested 


A bill 2412) toe 


cotton centennial exposition in the year 1884; and 


coneu?l 


Ss wid’s industrial and 


courage the holding of a w: 


A joint resolution (8. 109) presenting the thanks of Congress to John 
F. Slater, and for other purposes 
The message further announced that the Senate insisted upon its 


amendments to the bill of the House 7049, making appropriations for 
the service of the Post-Office De partm nt tor the tise il year ending June 
| 30, 188-4, and for other purposes, disacreed to by the House of Re pre- 


sentatives, and asked a conterefice of the two Houses on the disagreeing 


| votes thereon; and further that the Senate had appointed Messrs 
PLUMB, ALLISON, and Beck managers at said conference on the part 
of the Senate 
rAhIit 
The Committee of the Whole resumed its session. 


Mr. KELLEY Mr. Chairman, the Committee on Ways and Mean 


recognizing the importance of putting all elements of manufacture at as 
low a rate as possible, reduced the duty on this item to which the gen 
tleman from Kentucky refers 50 per cent., or from one-halfa cent a 
pound to one-quarter of a cent a pound. Iam not at all sure that this 
should not be put upon th list It has been suggested that it 15 
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brought in as ballast. This is misinformation, the article being mis- 
taken for another which does come in in that shape, because the whole of 
the importation in 1582 would not have made a considerable portion of 
a cargo for a large steamer, I think some ten tons only came in dur- 
ing that year. 

But I wish, Mr. Chairman, to take this occasion to say that the rule 
that because an article yields but little duty is not a reason why it 
should be free, although suggested by the President and so frequently 
indorsed by the gentleman from Illinois [Mr. SPRINGRR], who elo- 
quently appealed to us the other day to go ‘‘ with me and the Presi- 
dent.’’ Picket lines should not be stricken from the system of warfare 
because picket lines never fight great battles. They have their use and 
so have many of these duties precisely the use of a picket line in mili- 
tary aifairs in our economic affairs. Witness the case of the gentleman 
from Alabama [Mr. WHEELER], who came forward gallantly and pro- 
posed to put cotton-seed oil on the free-list because it yielded but $150 
duty, and probably cost $550 to collect it. But when representatives 
of his own and other cotton States suggested that they could not well 
meet their constituents if that was done he subsided and has not led 
the other side since then. And, as it is with the $150 collected on cot- 
ton-seed oil—— 

Mr. ROBINSON, of Massachusetts. 

Mr. KELLEY. I am informed that it was only $1.50 collected on 
that article. I took the figures of the gentleman from Alabama, but it 
seems that he was as much mistaken in his figures asin his other point. 

I am ready, however, that this should go upon the free-list. Fries 
of ‘‘ Vote!’’ ‘‘Vote!’’] 

Mr. WHEELER addressed the Chair. 

The CHAIRMAN. Debate upon the pending amendment is ex- 
hausted. The question is on agreeing to the amendment suggested by 
the gentleman from Kentucky. 

The amendment was agreed to. 

The Clerk read as follows: 

Acetate of lead, brown, 4 cents per pound, 

Mr. TUCKER. I move to amend, sir, by striking out the word 
‘‘four’’ in this line and inserting ‘‘three.’’ According to the returns 
or tables presented here by the Committee on Ways and Means there is 
none of this article imported under the present rate of duty, which is 
prohibitory. The Tariff Commission propose to reduce the duty from 
5 cents to3centsa pound. The Committee on Ways and Means recom- 
mend in this bill a duty of 4 cents a pound. I propose now to amend 
by reducing the rate to that suggested by the Tariff Commission. 

Now, the acetate of lead, brown and white, is much used in paints, 
and it is very important, looking to the widespread use of that article, 
that the duty on it should be as low as can possibly be made. 

i do not know what the ad valorem equivalent of either of these rates 
is, for we have nothing in our returns which shows what was the unit 
of value, the present duty being, as I understand, entirely prohibitory. 

Mr. KASSON. Will the gentleman from Virginia allow me to ask 
him a question? 

Mr. TUCKER. Yes, sir. 

Mr. KASSON. I ask the gentleman if the best disposition of this 
matter would not be to ask consent to return to these products of lead 
alter action has been had on lead itself? I had intended to ask that that 
course be taken. 

Mr. TUCKER. I think we had better fix this now. 

Mr. KASSON. I desire in any case, when we reach lead itself, to ask 
to be permitted to return to this item, because it is important we should 
keep up the proper relations between any material and its products. 

Mr. TUCKER. It will be proper to keep that in view when we come 
to the article of lead, on which we have raised the rate very much above 
what the commission recommended. 

Mr. KASSON. If we reduce the rate on lead, then it would be proper 
to reduce it pro rata here. 

Mr. TUCKER. 1 think it would be better te begin by making a re- 
duction here. 

Mr. HASKELL. If we touch these rates on the products of lead we 
have to change the rates on lead ore and pig-lead. The commission 
recommended this change on the products of lead because they had rec- 
ommended a reduction on the ore and pig-lead. The committee restore 


It was only $1.50. 


the rates on the ore and pig-lead and these products of pig-lead for the | 


reason and the showing that all our silver in allour Western Territories, 
ornine-tenths of it, comesout to-day mixed in galena with the lead. 
if we reduce the rate on pig-lead, which is so intimately associated with 
our silver products, it was in evidence before the committee that per- 
haps 50 per cent. of the mines in Colorado, in New Mexico, in Utah, 
and in Nevada would be utterly unable to proceed in their silver pro- 
duction. 

We found this matter of pig-lead was intimately associated with the 
production of silver. Our committee was flooded with circulars from 
the owners of every silver mine in the mining States, from the smelting 


interests, and from the experts in valuable ore, insisting that we should | 


protect the crude lead of this country, not only as an industry valuable 
in itself but as an industry directly associated with our great silver 
products. 

In the States of Missouri and Kansas alone there is to-day a popula- 
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tion of 30,000 people directly dependent on this lead industry. We 
are increasing the product every year. We are in control of the Amer- 
ican market. The prices are not high, and the reduction recommended 
by the commission would have closed up work in the mines in Kk; 
and in Missouri beyond all question. 

I made a most accurate and careful computation on their rates. | 
was aided by men entirely familiar with the industry in Missouri, gn. 
I found that the commission’s rate was destructive of the entire minj), 
interest there, as well as reaching out through all the western territory 
seriously crippling silver production. It was in that view and froy, 
that standpoint as a great economical and wise measure, further reac}- 
ing than mere lead production, that the duty on pig-lead was retained 
at the present rate. There has been no advance in the duty. [i jx 
held at the present rate, and I urge upon the careful attention of thc 
committee not only the importance of the lead industry by itself, yy; 
the imporéance of legislating conservatively upon a matter that lies a; 
the very root of the silver-producing interest of this country. Oy; 
committee received representations upon the subject from ey ery silver- 
mining locality. 

The CHAIRMAN. 
ment. 

Mr. KASSON. I move to strike out the last word. 

Mr. TUCKER. Will the gentleman from Iowa [Mr. Kasson] allow 
me in his time to ask the gentleman from Kansas [Mr. HAskeL1) 
question ? ; 

Mr. KASSON. I yield, that the gentleman may ask a question 

Mr. TUCKER. I would like to ask my friend from Kansas what js 
the unit of value in this case? 

Mr. HASKELL. It is now about 5) or 6 cents. 
5} or 6 cents. On the acetate it is 15 or 16 cents. 
Mr. TUCKER. On the acetate, white, 15 or 16 cents? 

Mr. HASKELL. The acetate of lead, white, goes higher than that 
Some of it is for medicinal purposes of a refined character. 

Mr. TUCKER. What is the value of acetate of lead, brown ? 

Mr. HASKELL. I can not give the figure at this moment. 

Mr. BRIGGS. Lrise toa question oforder. I understand this amend 
ment has been debated for ten minutes. 

The CHAIRMAN. The gentleman from Iowa [Mr. K Asson ] ofirs 
an amendment to the amendment, to strike out the last word. 

Mr. KASSON. I do that for the purpose of calling the atten’ i 
gentlemen on both sides of the House to a mode of facilitating action 
on this subject. It is admitted by gentlemen on both sides that 1! 
must be a certain relation between the duty on the raw material and 
the duty on the various products included in lines 282 to 289 of this bi 
Now, we simply waste time in attempting to adjust the matter? 
and bringing on a debate before we get to the substratum on wich all 
| should rest. 

I desire to ask the chairman of the Committee on Ways and ‘cans 
[Mr. KELLEY] if it is mot better for us to reserve the lines 252 to 2x9, 
both inclusive, to be considered hereafter in case a change is mad 
the rate of duty on lead itself? 

Mr. KELLEY. I object to that. 

Mr. KASSON. If the chairman objects, then let the debate run o 

Mr. KELLEY. I object to assuming that the rate will be changed 


iMsas 


hing 


Debate is exhausted on the pending amend- 


On the pig-lead it 


is 





And | 


Mr. KASSON. It is precisely what the gentleman did in regard to 
carbolie acid. 

Mr. KELLEY. That was for the purpose of obtaining information 
| The information on this subject we already have before us. 
| Mr. KASSON. I withdraw my pro forma amendment. 

Mr. HORR. Irenewit. It has occurred to me that the whole qucs 
tion of the duty on lead might as well be settled here as anywhere. ! 
trust the House will not cut this duty down. 

I dislike to occupy the attention of the committee; but my ex- 
| perience for years in mining and smelting this article enables me to 
speak from actual experience in reference to this industry in the United 


| States. It has been struggling against great odds for the last twent) 
years. The lead mines of the Old World have been able to reduce th 


production of lead in this country and at times to almost jeopardi 
the great mining interests, in the State of Missouri especially. 
My friend from Illinois [ Mr. TowNSHEND] is always making specc!) 
in behalf of the laboring millions. If he understood this question 5 
| would for once speak on the side of this duty. 
The miners of Missourn who have worked in this industry for th: 
| last twenty years have worked at anything but remuncrative rates 
The mines there are owned and worked by small companies, or }y in- 
| dividual laborers. This industry in the State of Missouri is one of tl 
largest in that State. The tariff duty to-day is not sufficient to enable 
| those men to accumulate wealth to any great extent. This duty is en- 
| tirely in the interest of the men who dig the ore. 
| Mr. CARLISLE. 
| tion ? 
Mr. HORR. Certainly. 
| Mr. CARLISLE. Is it not a fact that the people engaged in mining 





Will the gentleman permit me to ask him a quc> 


lead in the States of Missouri and Michigan make larger proiils than 
the people engaged in raising wheat, corn, and other agricultural pr xl 
And if not so, then why do the people in thos 


ucts in those States? 
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States leave agricultural pursuits and engage in a more unprofitable 
business ? 

Mr. HORR. I will tell the gentleman frankly. In the State of Mis- 
souri I kept careful estimates of this matter for six years and I know 
that the men who mine lead in that State do not average $1 a day for 
their work. The gentleman from Kentucky asks me why these men 
remain in that business. I can not answer him except that it is from 
this fact: Every now and then a man will strike a bunch or pocket and 
make $400 to $500 in a week. And the human mind is so constituted 
that when you give an element of chance to any business people will 
hang to it even In rags. 

Mr. CARLISLE. Does the gentleman think it good policy to encour- 
age them in that course ? 

“Mr. HORR. It is the only way you will ever get these mines de- 
veloped. 

Mr. ROBESON. Permit me to ask the gentleman from Kentucky 
{Mr. CARLISLE] whether the experience of civilization does not show 
that that country is most prosperous and powerful which multiplies its 
kinds of labor? 
taught any lesson more plainly than that a purely agricultural people 
is a dependent and unprosperous people? 

Mr. CARLISLE. The experience of the world has dev eloped the fact 
that that country will never be prosperous whose people engage in un- 
profitable pursuits. 

Mr. ROBESON. I admit all that; but is it not the policy of every 
country to make profitable every pursuit that can be so mare? 

Mr. CARLISLE. 
profitable of itself. You propose to compel the consumers te bear the 
would otherwise bear themselves. 

Mr. HORR. My experience has been that that State and that coun- 
try is most prosperous which develops every one of its possible industries. 

The State of Missouri is covered with large lead mines. The La 
Motte mine, which was worked during the French war in the last cen- 
tury, is worked to-day. 

The men in the State of Missouri who are engaged in this business 
are hard-working, industrious people. They mine on asmall royalty; 
each man as a rule mines for himself. I say that we will mistake our 
duty here if we reduce the tariff on this article and so strike down this 
great industry in the United States. 

The CHAIRMAN. The time of the gentleman has expired. 

Mr. HORR. I withdraw my pro forma amendment. 

Mr. KASSON. I renew the amendment. When I rose betore it was 
solely for the purpose of facilitating the consideration of the bill. But 
it seems to be determined to precipitate debate upon a very important 
question before we reach the very foundation for the consideration of 
the question. I am therefore forced to say now what I should other- 
wise have said on arriving at the main question. 


It is useless to claim that we should reduce the duty on the numer- | 


ous products from a raw material if properly adjusted before readjust- 
ing the duty on the raw material, for this duty renders the duty on its 
products indispensable. I admit that if you keep up the duty on the 
raw material you must keep it ata reasonable rate—substantially these 
figures—upon its products. But it is not necessary, it is not right, to 


Yes; but you do not propose to make this pursuit | 
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And whether the experience of the world has ever | 


fully, and recommended carefully to the House, may be the rate upon 
this raw material. Ifit be, then it is admitted on both side 
reduce proportionately the rates upon these products. 

Mr. BELFORD. Mr. Chairman, I do not agree fully with the s 
timents expressed by the gentleman from Iowa [Mr. KAsson ] 

Ir. CARLISLE. Mr. Chairman, we can not hear the gentlema 
This is a very important question, lying at the ve ry threshold of th 
discussion, 


The CHAIRMAN ‘he gentlem 


syou may 


yt 
if 


n from Colorado [Mr. BELForRD 

will suspend his remarks until the committee comes to order. 
Mr. BELFORD (atter a paus Mr. Chairman, as I said a2 moment 
ago, I do not agree tully with the sentiments expressed by the gentle 


man from Iowa. He says it is not the object of this Congress to pro 
tect individual interests, but to protect national interests. But of wh 
do these national interests consist except of a combination of individual 
interests? Pennsylvania asks me to protect her pig-iron; New Jersey 
asks me to protect her silk interests; Conne | 


¢ 





cticut asks me to protect het 


cutlery manutactures; Vermont wants me to vote to protect her woo 
Louisiana to protect her sugar. It is the combination of these several 
| great interests that constitutes the interest of the whole nation an l 
| contributes to its prosperity 
I stand on this floor for the protection of lead. As the gentleman 
from Pennsylvania tights for the protection of pig-iron or the gentleman 
trom New York tor the protection of salt, I say that you have no right 
| to ask me to vote for the protection of those interests which are so whol 
| some and vital to the welfare of these several States, and then strike 


| of Colorado you take ¢ 


| to the smelter the cost of smelting your ores 


men on both sides of this House to consider with care and delibe 


| What is the condition of things in Colorado ? 
loss of an unprofitable business which those engaged in the business 


down an interest which is paramount and pre-eminent in my own 
We have, as the gentle 
man from Iowa says, large and rich mines; but it is an undisputable 
fact that if you reduce the tariffon lead 1 cent per pound you will close 
every mine in the Leadville district—a district that turns into the tinan 
cial channels of this country over $18,000,000 a year 
I say that is the testimony of every miner in that region. It 

the testimony of every smelter. And why is itso? Because those 
mines runs low in silver and the profit of working them is derived trom 
the smelting of the lead. If you reduce it 1 cent a pound in the State 
20 a ton from the value of the ore, and it be 
comes utterly impossible to work your mines, because you can not pay 
Theretore I say | am 
opposed to any legislation that will reduce the tariff on lead 


I say, 
while I will vote tor the protection of all other interests, I as} 


gent le 
ration 
the vast importance of the tariff! which protects this great industry 
{ Here the hammer fell 
Mr. HORR rose 
The CHAIRMAN. Debate is exhausted on the pending amendment. 
Mr. KASSON. I withdraw my pro forma amendment 
Objection was made 


ds 
J 
The question was taken; and the pro formaamendment was rejected 


Mr. HORKR. I move to strike the last two words I do not do 
it for the purpose of detaining the House, but I can not permit the re 


out 


| marks of the gentleman from lowa [Mr. KAsson] made here to this 


keep up the high duty on lead ore and pig-lead because of the poorer | 


mines which furnish only a small part of the national product. I am 
a protectionist, sir, for the national interests, but not for any private 
interest. I wish to maintain the industries upon which our independ- 
ence of foreign countries rests and upon which our great resources and 
employment of home labor depend. But you are not proceeding upon 
the principle of national protection when you say that we must base 
our rate of duty upon the poorest enterprise which the country can show 
and make that profitable. This is bounty for individuals. I am for 
protection, not as bounty for bad enterprises in individual cases, but 
to keep my country alive and keep it prosperous, and keep our money 
at home instead of sending it abroad. 

We have lead mines that are rich—none richer in the world—pro- 
ducing abundantly for national wantsand national interests. We ought 
not totake the best either as a standard, no more than take the low- 
est, but to take that average which sustains the interests of our coun- 
try in prosperous activity. The commission has so fixed the duty on 
lead that the average interests of the country are protected; and I beg 
that: those of us who are for protection of the nation, not the protec- 
tion of individuals alone, may not be crowded to the wall upon this 
question of protection. We are willing to go to the utmost length to 
protect the national interests; but I repeat that where the average in- 
terest is protected we are not willing to go to the length of making a 
bad investment a good one at the public expense. [ Applause. } 

Now, sir, this is one of those cases. 


I say that the lead mines of this | 


country on the average are amply protected at the commission rates. | 
I know there are some mines where it is claimed (and I do not deny | 
the truth of the claim) that the owners may barely make the business | 


profitable at present rates. But when a higher rate of duty is asked 


for that reason, I say it does not rest on that just principle of protec- | 


tion which the Republican party defends. I ask that the rate proposed 
by the commission, which has been considered carefully, adopted care- 


House to go by without entering my solemn protest against a theory 
which will strike down the bulk of the real interests of this nation 

Now I speak more to-day in behalf of the State of Missouri, because 
I know more about her lead interests than those of any other State 

The gentleman forgets that in this country one great difficulty with 
this lead question is that they export the ore from here to the Old World, 
where they have facilities for getting the silver out of it, and then flood 
it back upon us, and in that way also injure our market. 

Now this is a peculiarindustry in the State of Missouri. | It is not the 
industry of rich men there, although the Saint Jo mine and the Granby 
and the Joplin are mines of large wealth; but the great bulk of lead in 
that State is made by men who dig the ore and take it to their little 
furnaces. Two thousand dollars will build a smelting furnace with all 
its appurtenances in which they can make a wagon-load of lead every 
day. There are in that State, scattered all over the southern portions of 
it, mines which enable the workingmen of the mine to eke out some- 
times a comfortable existence, but there are always enough there fora 
living. They are struggling against fate almost at times. To-day 
lead is only remunerative enough to enable them to work those mines 
at all. 

I do not careanything about the rich minesof Nevada. Themen Iam 
talking for are these men who own these works and who produce their 
millions of pounds of this metal every year. They need our care and 
our protection, and I appeal to you, gentlemen, on both sides of the 
House not to permit the notions of the gentleman from Jowa to strike 
down this industry. Our country needs to stand by it. We are pros- 
perous only as we build upevery enterprise it is possible to build up in 
this country, this among the rest. 

{ Here the hammer fell. | 

Mr. KELLEY. I ask to 
view of ascertaining 

Mr. HORR. I withdraw the pro forma amendment 

Mr. TUCKER. I hope the gentleman from Pennsylvania ‘ 
close dehate on this important point. 
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now what amendment is pending with the 
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Mr. KELLEY. I want to find out what substantial amendment is | to protect the national production, and should ne 


pending. 

Mr. TUCKER. There isanimportant amendment pending to reduce 
the duty on acetate of lead. 

The CHAIRMAN. ‘The pending amendment is to strike out 4 cents 
and insert 3 cents. 


Mr. TUCKER. It lies at the foundation of the whole thing, because | industry merely bec: 


if we get back to this under my motion it will reduce all the duties on 
lead. 

Mr. ILERBERT rose, 

The CHAIRMAN. ‘The Chair recognizes the gentleman from Ala- 
bama on the pending amendment. 

Mr. HERBERT. Mr. Chairman, the question is on reducing the 
duty imposed by the Ways and Means Committee on acetate of lead 
trom 4 to 3 cents per pound, It is to put it at the rate which was rec- 
ommended by the Tariff Commission, and adopted also, as I under- 
stand, by the Senate. 

We understand this question depends on another one, namely, the 
tariff to be placed on lead. The other day when we had up the ques- 
tion of tax or no tax on acidulated phosphates we were told that the 
question all depended on the tax or tariff on lead. So we find a com- 
plete mesh-work, every thread of this mesh, every link of the chain, 
depending on another. 

The testimony before the Tariff Commission shows that this article is 
taxed 150 per cent., and that that tax is absolutely prohibitory; that 
this article largely enters in one shape or another into nearly all our 
manufactures. So that when we come to discuss one single item com- 
posed in great part of lead that great question comes up, and in the 
course of it, as the gentleman from New Jersey stated, as a natural con- 
sequence of his policy, an agricultural people always must be poor. 

So they must, Mr. Chairman. If they are to have a chain of duties, 
one after another, hanging around their necks all the time, it follows 
us a natural logical consequence that the agriculturists of this country, 
with all of its wealth, with all of its resources, with its fertile soil, with 
the rain and with the sunshine, with the immense crops we produce, 
must always remain poor, unless we can break the link of this chain 
somewhere that binds them to poverty. | think we ought to try to do 
it right here. It seems to me that this is a question in which all of the 
people of this country are concerned, Compare the miners who are in- 
terested here—their interests with the interests of the whole people 
who, in one form or another, are the consumersof lead. The gentleman 
from Michigan said he did not plead for the great lead mines of Nevada, 
Missouri, and Colorado, but that he pleads for the poor men who are 
working the little mines; that they are able to eke out simply a miser- 
able existence under the present tariff. 

{ Here the hammer fell. ] 

The CHAIRMAN, Debate upon the pending amendment is ex- 
hausted, 

Mr. HORK. Ll withdraw the pro forma amendment. 

Mr. ROBESON. I renew it. 

| stated, as a principle, that no nation depending wholly upon agri- 
sulture for the development of her resources and the employment of 
her people had ever been other than weak and dependent, except for 
the mere purposes of defense. I repeat that proposition as one which 
will never be denied by statesmen, and which is the result of the ob- 
servation of every student of political history. It was the remark ofa 
wise and philosophic state man that while some small reasoners contend 
that to encourage the wants of a people is a mistake of political economy, 
that it is a virtue to decrease and almost a crime to increase them, yet 
that nation is most powerful and influential in the history of the world 
which encourages the wants of its people, and thereby encourages the 
enterprise and ingenuity of its laboring communities. Here are found 
the true sources of national wealth, intluence, and power. 

My princrple is just the opposite of the principle entertained and 
championed by the gentleman trom Virginia and my friend from Ken- 
tucky. ‘They seem to believe in striking down all the struggling indus- 
tries of the people, till the labor of the country, deprived of the stim- 
ulus and the markets, is reduced to the level of competing industries, 
mere employment upon one industry, dependent for all its supplies and 
most of its necessities upon foreign capitaland manufacture. I believe 
in building up every individual enterprise in this country. I believe 
in encouraging, sustaining, and protecting them. I would not strike 
them down as my friend from lowa suggests, if I do not misunder- 
stand him, because it is simply-—— 

Mr. KASSON. Will the gentleman permit me ? 

Mr. ROBESON. Inamoment. He says, if I do not mistake him, 
that he would protect the great industries of this country. Now, I be- 
lieve with the gentleman from Colorado that the great industries of this 
country are made up of the innumerable small industries of the peo- 
ple which pour into and supply the great stream of its development; 
that this stream depends for its depth and volume upon the tribute of 
® thousand rills which find their native springs in the home industries 
of the people—— 

Mr. KASSON. Will the gentleman now allow me to say, that he 
may not misunderstand me, what I said was that in adjusting the rate 
of duty upon the protective principle that adjustment shonld be made 











ither be base 
the lowest nor the highest need upon 
Mr. ROBESON. | agree to that as a general principle; but lead is 4 
national production, and it enters into the production of another great 
national production—that is, silver. But what I was protesting against 





| is the tendency which I see manifested here. I would not strike at ay 





; 





“use it is small and struggling and merely because 
it does not produce large revenue. I donot believe the great industries 
as a class need so much protection as those which are feebler; to con 
fine our protection to those interests which are carried on only with the 
largest means and out of the largest resources. That is the policy which 
makes the rich richer and the poor poorer; and I believe it is true pa- 
triotism as well as true political philosophy to build up individual in- 
dustries and enterprise, to encourage individual labor, so that by giving 
to the individual workman the chance of accumulation and the inspira. 
tion of ambition, you lift up the whole substratum of society, make 4 
free government safe, lasting, and progressive. [Here the hammer fell. ] 
And I want to say to the friends of this principle on this side of th. 
House who believe in encouraging American industry that you must 
stand by your principle in detail or you will lose it as a system. When 
the enemies of the right principle associate themselves for an attack. 
friends of that principle must stand together on picket-line and tight in 
concert, else they and their interest ‘* will fall, one by one, the misera- 
ble victims of a despicable struggle.’’ 

Mr. TOWNSHEND, of Illinois. Is there no limit to the time of the 
gentleran from New Jersey ? 

Mr. ROBESON. Yes; I am done. 

Mr. TOWNSHEND, of Hlinois. Mr. Chairman, the gentleman tron 
New Jersey in the course of his remarks has flagrantly misrepresented 
the position of this side of the House upon the tariff question, and Ihave 
no doubt that he has also particularly misrepresented the views of the 
gentleman from Kentucky and the gentleman from Virginia for the pur 
pose of provoking further discussion on this feature of the bill. For 
myself I desire to say that I am not now a free-trader, for the reason that 
owing to the present necessities of the Government for more revenue 
than can be properly raised by means of internal revenue, I know such 
a system would be impracticable unless direct taxation is resorted to. 
I want to say further that I am as familiar with the views of members 
of this side as the gentleman from New Jersey can hope to be, and I tel! 
him no one helds a seat here who is now an absolute free-trader under 
the present circumstances. Therefore the flippant manner in which 
gentlemen accuse this side of the House of being free-traders and «i 
siring the destruction of industries has no foundation whatever. 

I am not a protectionist. I am opposed to protection for the sake ot 
protection, because, sir, | look upon it as legalized robbery; I look upon 
it as a scheme to filch trom the pockets of one class in order to enrich 
another, and the class which is most extensively represented by the gen 
tleman from New Jersey. 

Mr. Chairman, my position is, and 1 doubt not it is the position of 
nine-tenths of those on this side, that we favor a revenue tariff; but w: 
are in favor of so adjusting the tariff as to afford such incidental protec- 
tion to the feeble industries that most need stimulation and encourage- 
ment. That is substantially the position of this side of the House. 

I rose, however, for another purpose. I can see as good reason for 
levying the duty on lead at the rate fixed by this bill as there is for 
placing the duty as it does on copper, on nickel, and on iron. If you 
should reduce the duty on lead you should likewise reduce the duty on 
the other articles mentioned. 

There is another article to which I want to call attention. The Com- 
mittee on Ways and Means have put a duty upon all the metals except 
quicksilver. Iam amazed to see, with their professed friendship for 
labor, that they propose to strike down the interest of some 2,000 la- 
borers engaged in the production of quicksilver in California and the 
5,000 persons dependent upon that labor. Ihave been advised of some 
ten mines in California; there are perhaps others in the country. In 
these mines there is invested over $30,000,000. [am also informed that 
there isnota mine now running which is notlosingmoney. The largest 
mine in the world is the old Almaden mine of Spain. It is owned by 
the Rothschilds. And if our American mines are crushed out the Span- 
ish mines will furnish all that will be used in this country. Why are 
the advocates of protection so anxious to keep out of the country other 
foreign products and yet open the door to the Rothschilds’s quicksilver? 
If you place this article on the free-list, and leave the duty on copper, 
iron, and on nickel, I would like the committee to give a good reason 


| for doing so. I am opposed to the protection of quicksilver for the sake 
| of protection, as well as anything else; but I insist, while you are pro- 


tecting industries, you shall treat them all fairly. 1 believe in fair play 
allround, As we are compelled to collect duties on imports, why not 
subject quicksilver as well as the other metals to taxation? 

Quicksilver is used in smelting silver and gold, and isentitled tothe 
benefit which flows from protection as well as these other metals. | 
have risen chiefly for the purpose of asking some member of the Com- 
mittee on Ways and Means to explain why they put quicksilver on the 
free-list and leave the tariff on the other metals? 

The CHAIRMAN. Debate on the amendment to the amendment is 
exhausted. 














1883. CONGRESSIONAL RECORD—HOUSE. L919 





Mr. ROBESON. I withdraw it. “ Mr. TUCKER. That may be; but I am referring tothe tables toshow 
Mr. KELLEY. I renew the pro forme amendment. the rate of duty ad valorem which the committee proposes to retain on 


On the subject of quicksilver it is sufficient for me to say, ** Sufficient | lead ore. We on this sick propose to reduce the rate to 40 per cent 
unto the day is the evil thereof.’ When that item is reached in its | valorem instead of 65 per cent 
order I shall not hesitate to express my convictions. | As I understand acetats 


\ 


of lead, brown, is valued at about 5 vents a 
I desire to call the attention of the House to the real amendment, pound; and the present rate of duty on that article is 5 cents per pound 
which is to the item “acetate of lead, brown, 4 cents per pound.’ The | or 100 per cent. ad valorem. The Committee on Wavsand Means } 
duty is now 5 cents. The committee resolved to reduce it to fcents per | pose to reduce it to 4 cents a pound, which will beS0 per cent ad vale 
ound, a reduction of 20 per cent. rem. I propose to reduce it to 3 cents a pound, which will be 60 per 
Mr. ANDERSON. What does the commission recommend ? cent. ad valorem. In Heaven's name is not 40 per cent. ad valorem on 
Mr. KELLEY. The commission have recommended 14 cents per | lead ore and dross suficient? and is not GO per cent. ad valorem on ace 
pound on pig-lead. On thisarticle, acetate of lead, brown, they recom- | tate of lead, brown, whieh enters into all the 
mended 3 cents per pound. The committee have restored the duty on | a sufficient rate of duty” 
lead to 2 cents and raised the rates on acetate of lead, brownand white, | Mr. HERBERT. If the gentleman will 


ill permit me, | will say that 
and the other products of lead proportionately, and only proportionately. | Mr. Dix, who testitied betore the Tarif! Commission. stated that th 


ro 


paints used bythe people . 


t i ce pre 

Now I come back to the question of lead. Before we made lead du- ent rate of duty was 150 per cent. ad valorem 
tiable at a protective rate we imported most of our consumption. We Mr. TUCKER. So Lam within the mark 
exported our ores from Colorado, Utah, and elsewhere to Swansea, inor- | = Mr. HERBER' Phree cents per pound would be equivalent to 90 
der to have the lead and the silver and the copper separated. Not so | per cent. ad valorem 
now. Protection has encouraged enterprise, capital, and skill; and in Mr. TUCKER. If you will look at this whole industry of lead, to 
the year 1851, out of a consumption of 120,000 tons of lead, 117,000 | which gentlemen have referred, you will find that the manutacturers 
tons were of our own production; not as before of our own production | of lead in bars, sheets, &e., according to the returns of the census, act 
at the mine, but imported as foreign lead, because we had been unable | ually made 40 per cent. profit on the capital engaged in the manutiactur 
tosmelt the ores and separate them. deducting the price of the ore and the wages paid for labor, which left 


How is it now, sir? I passed part ofthe summer in Coloradoand in the | nearly 40 per cent. profit Now, why should we keep up that high 
neighboring States. Thereare smelting-establishments now in Colorado | rate of duty ? 


as perfect, if not more perfect, than any at Swansea or elsewhere inthe | — {Here the hammer fell. } 

world, producing absolutely perfect work. Down in the very heart of Mr. HASKELL. Mr. Chairman 

Colorado at Pueblo is a smelting-works presided over by a graduate of | Many Memrers. Vote! Vote! 

Harvard and its scientific school, where they not only produce the pig-, = Mr. HASKELI lam willing that a vote should be taken now 

lead, but are supplying the people of our mining regions with sheet- Mr. KELLEY. | withdraw my pro forma amendment, and desire 

lead, with shot, with lead-pipe, and saving to them the expense of ex- | the vote taken on the main question 

porting the ore to England and importing the lead from England to the | The question was upon the amendment of Mr. TUCKER, in line 23” 

Atlantic coast. to strike out ** f°’ and insert ‘*3;’’ so that the clause would read 
There are also the Argentme Works at Kansas city, the great works | \cetate of lead. brows ents per pound 

in Missouri, to which Iwas taken. And everywhere the men in charge r ; haar” , ; 

of these great industries, as well as the miners of Leadville and ether | he question was taken; and upon a division there were—ayes 69 


noes 2, 


sections in which argentiferous galena is produced, implored me to | 
stand by the 2-cent rate of duty on lead as a determining factor of the 
value not only of these smelting-works but of the mines from which 
silver was produced, but was produced as a secondary product, lead being | 
the chief product. I therefore ask the Committee of the Whole tostand | 
by that line and all that follow it relating to the products of lead 

Mr. TUCKER. I desire to say a word or two upon my own amend- 
ment after all that has been said on the other side. Before I proceed | 
to do that I wish to make one remark in reply to the gentleman from : 
New Jersey [Mr. Ropeson}. Acetate of lead, white, 6 cent 

The principle which we advocate is not that which he has attributed Mr. MORRISON. I move toamend the clan 


tous. We are not in favor of striking down struggling industries. I | out ‘‘six,’’ the rate proposed by the Committee on Ways and Mean 


Betore the result of the vote wa announced 

Mr. TUCKER ealled for tellers 

rellers were ordered; and Mr. TucKER and Mr. HASKELL were 
pointed 

Phe committee again divided; and the tellers reported that th 
were—aves SQ, noes 

So the amendment was 

The Clerk read the follow 





have already said that, revenue-tariff man as I am, I am only for such | and inserting ‘five.’ the rate proposed by the Tariff Commission. Ot 
a reduction of the present high rates of protective duties as will not de- | course, if my amendment should prevail it will involve the necessity « 
stroy the struggling industries of the country, but will limit the enor- | changing the rate on lead from the rate fixed by the Committee on Wa: 
mous profits they are making at the expense of the consuming classes. | and Means to that pronosed by the Tariff Commission. 

The gentleman said something about his being in favor of protection Che discussion upon this subject has disclosed to the House the true 


as a means of building up the industries of the country and that we | character of this bill. The gentleman from Iowa [Mr. KAsson] sup 
were opposed to that. The whole doctrine that we maintain is just | ports the proposition for a reduction of the rates of duty on this artic! 
this: if there is an industry that is profitless without governmental help, | and urges it with an argument akin to that advanced by many of th: 
and the Government gives it help, it can only become profitable at the | men who made the earlier history of our country, and who are claimed 
expense of the consuming classes; and while the producer is protected | to have been protectionists. He advocates it on the ground of what 
and makes a profit he makes it out of the profits of other people engaged | used to be called by some Democrats and is still ealled by some Dem 
in other industries, and the result is that the great mass of national in- ocrats ‘‘incidental protection;’’ that protection which results from la 
dustries is not at all increased in their profits. | ing on our competitors a tax for revenue or for any other purp: und 
The doctrine which we maintain is that if you can build up a profit- | which I have said was formerly called by its advocates ‘incidental pr 
able industry, one which will sustain itselfand make profits fairly with- | tection.”’ 
out doing so at the expense of other people, then we say God speed | It.was ealled by Mr. Garfield a tariff for revenue, with such just di 
Mr. ROBESON. And at the same time—— @imination as would give our own people theadvantage. That is not 
Mr. TUCKER. I can not be interrupted now. On this matter of | the tariff proposed by this bill. This bill discloses the purpose of the 
lead the Tariff Commission proposes to reduce the duty on the metal, | protectionists of the present day not to be content with incidental pro 
lead, which lays at the foundation of the acetates of lead, in this way: | tection. They are not content with that protection which comes ot 
the present rate of duty on lead ore is 1} cents per pound, and the Tariff | natural advantages, increased by the cost of importation from abroad 
Commission proposes a duty of 1 cent per pound. The Committee on | and by rates of revenue. Protection as represented here will only be 
Ways and Means propose to retain the present rate of duty of 1} cents | satisfied with that advantage which comes not from our skill, our in 
per pound. Now, that rate of duty of 15 cents per pound is equivalent | telligence, and, as I have said, our natural advantages, re-enforced with 
to 65 per cent. ad valorem on the crude ore. | & tax on our competitors for revenue, butinsist on thatadvantage which 
The present rate of duty on lead ore and lead dross is 65 per cent. ad | comes from law. That which they can not obtain by skill and enter 
valorem, and the Committee on Ways and Means propose to keep the | prise, natural advantages, and duties for revenue, these gentlemen pro 
duty at that rate. If you cut it down to 1 cent per pound, as the Tariff | pose to take by law under this bill and keep. That is the protection 
Commission proposes, the duty would still be 40 per cent. ad valorem. which this bill demands, and which such gentlemen as Mr. MCKINLEY 





On lead in pigs, bars, &c., the duty is now 2 cents and 1} cents per | of Ohio, and those who support the bill in its spirit and purpose di 
pound. The Tariff Commission proposes a duty of 1} cents per pound, | mand, and which these gentlemen intend to have or to have no bill at 
and the Committee on Ways and Means propose to keep it at 2 cents 


all; a protection more exacting than that which we have to-day is wha 
per pound. That is at the rate of 60 per cent. ad valorem. 


they will have before they consent to any change in the present Ia 





Mr. HORR. Will the gentleman permit me right here ? | Thegentleman from New Jersey [Mr. RoBeson] has said substan 
Mr. TUCKER. Certainly. tially that a nation will be always poor if it depends upon agricultur 
Mr. HORR. Allow me tosuggest to the gentleman that lead ore con- | Agriculture has made and is making our country prosperous and great 


tains 87 per cent. of lead—is almost as heavy as lead itself. | and our agriculturists are not poor; they can only be made so b 











e 


1920 


CONGRESSIONAL RECORD—HOUSE. 





FEBRUARY 





legislation as he proposes, taxing them to support employments and in- 
dustries which are unprofitable. 
not give and does not favor his degree of protection does favor a reduc- 


He assumes, too, that whoever will | 


l, 


Mr. ANDERSON. 
Mr. HASKELL. 
Mr. ANDERSON. 


I have the floor now. 
I know as much about it as the comission 
That may be, but the strong probability is the 


tion in the wages of labor, and that nothing but his rates of duty will | commission is correct, and for this reason: One great element in th 
e 


save from speedy destruction all our manufacturing industries. A gen- 
tleman so intelligent as the gentleman from New Jersey can not but 
know that the rates of wages are regulated by the profits of agriculture 
and the wages it affords; when he reduces these by taxing agriculture 
to support other and it may be unprofitable industries he decreases 
and does not add to the ratesof wages regulated by them. [ Applause. ] 

Neither can it be true, Mr. Chairman, that any harm can or will come 
to any legitimate industry by a moderate reduction of our enormous tax- 
ation which is the purpose of the amendment I propose as well as amend- 
ments proposing reductions made by other gentlemen. 

Mr. KELLEY. I willsay tothe committee that the whole argument 
on this subject was made on the former line, except that we here reduce 
the rate from 10 cents in the existing law to G6. I hope the amendment 
will be voted down, and I call for a vote. 

Mr. ANDERSON rose, 

The CHAIRMAN. Debate is exhausted. 

Mr. ANDERSON. I move to strike out the last word. I do so for 
the purpose of saying that I concur with the object sought by the gen- 
tleman from Iowa [Mr. Kasson]. I understand that there is quite a 
difference between protection and prohibition, and on the one side be- 
tween a reasonable, just, discriminating protectionist and on the other 
hand a prohibition ‘* sharp.’’ 

The Tariff Commission, who have examined this subject quite as 
carefully as the Ways and Means Committee, have fixed the rate on lead 
at 40percent. I have no doubt that this rate would give such protection 
as is needed to lead along the water ways and in the great plains of the 
continent. But it is now sought to raise the rate to 65 per cent., I be- 
lieve. Why? Inorder to be able to transport your lead from the heart 
of the continent and the crown of the Rocky Mountains to tide water. 

I wish now to suggest this instance as a fair illustration of the gener- 
alizations which are poured into this House. We had trom the gentle- 
man from New Jersey the generalization of *‘ protection.’’ We concur 
in the grand idea of protection; but in this case, when you apply that 
generalization to lead, whom do you mean to protect? The owner of 
the mine, the bonanza silver kings? We all of us believe in the gen- 
eralization of a protection of American labor; but when you come to 
apply it in this instance you find it to be railroad companies which 
transport the Colorado lead. Are you aiming to protect the man who 
works at low wages, who earns his bread by his daily labor, the Ameri- 
can laboring man, in behalf of whom all our sympathies are enlisted ? 
Who are the laborers to be protected in this case? The railroad kings 
who control the transportation lines across the continent. 

It is just as well to analyze these questions a little, and not be car- 
ried away by great generalizations. In this instance, in place of the 
idea of *‘ protection,’’ substitute your bonanza king; and do not be 
bamboozled with the great idea of ‘‘labor,’’ as but another name for 
the Union Pacific Railway. 

I stand with the commission on this point. I hold that as the com- 
mittee exercised its judgment in discriminating whether the rate should 
he 40, 50, or 60 per cent., so every man on this floor has the right to 
discriminate; and I rest my judgment upon the rates fixed by the Tar- 
iff Commission, believing that commission to have given as full exam- 
ination to the question and to have reached in all probability as fair a 
conclusion as gentlemen who address us on this floor. 

{ Here the hammer fell. ] 

Mr. HASKELL. Mr. Chairman, I have a word to say when it is 
charged on this floor that this protective rate on lead is in the interest 
of ‘‘ bonanza kings.”’ I represent personally in my district an industry 
with which I am as familiar as with agriculture; and I live upon a farm. 
I represent 20,000 people, dependent upon this rate—not “bonanza 
kings,’’? but men in the plain garb of the laboring man, who last fall 


gathered about the stand and looked me in the face to the number @ 


2,000 in Cherokee and Crawford counties, and urged me, if I believed in 
the protection of American labor, to care for the interests of Missouri and 
Kansas, where 50,000 people live upon the lead interest of that section. 
These mines in Kansas and Missouri are not owned by ‘‘ bonanza kings.’’ 
Every miner there gets every dollar that the lead yields. No giant cor- 
poration hires him. If he finds a big lump of lead the profit is his. It 
is the poor man’s profit, the miner’s profit; and since any sane man can 
sec that we are to have a protective bill if anything, I propose to stand 
here in defense of the workingmen, the poor workingmen of my district 
whose votes sent me here to plead their cause. 

Mr. ANDERSON. I wish to say just one word. 

The CHAIRMAN. Debate on the present amendment is exhausted. 

Mr. ANDERSON. I withdraw the pro forma amendment and then 
renew it. 

The CHAIRMAN. The gentleman will proceed. 

Mr. ANDERSON. I want to say just one word, and it is this: I con- 
cur in protecting labor. I have no doubt in my mind whatever that the 
rate fixed by the.commission of 40 per cent. will protect the lead inter- 
est of Missouri and.of Kansas. 

Mr. HASKELL. They say it will not. 


| 
| 





cost of lead or its price is the cost of transportation, and in that portior 
of the continent you are near water ways, as are also the mines of the 
Superior region. I have no doubt in the world that 40 per cent. is to 
ficient. If it is not I would be willing to make it sufficient. py; the 
question here is, not whether 40 per cent. is sufficient or not, but it ; 
between 40 per cent., which I believe to be sufficient for the interest 
this side of the Rocky Mountains, and on the other hand 65 per cent 
to make, as the gentleman from Colorado [Mr. BELFORD] tells us, th. 
poor silver mines of Colorado profitable, or in other words to put on “a 
rate that will enable them to take their lead from the top of the Roc! ’ 
Mountains to tide water, and then come to the miner of Kansas and 
tell him and the farmer of Kansas that such rate was necessary to giye 
that protection to the summit of the Rocky Mountains, with all its 
golden glory and purple, in order that he might make wages whey 
every body knows he can make them fairly and squarely at 40 per cent 
Now that is the issue. That is the difference between Kansas and 
Colorado. 

Mr. BELFORD. Mr. Chairman, my distinguished friend from Kansas 
[Mr. ANDERSON] has joined the free-trade party. I hail his departure 
with sorrow, and I have no doubt my distinguished friend from Missouri 
will hail his incoming with joy. He says this tariff on lead is made toy 
the benefit of bonanza kings of Colorado. I would like to ask the gey- 
tleman from Kansas to whom he sells his corn‘and his wheat and his 
cattle and his poultry except to the miners of my State? These mines 
which he alleges are owned by bonanza kings give employment in one 
town to 40,000 people, and those people buy the corn and consume the 
wheat and use the oats and feast on the poultry that are produced in 
the State of Kansas. And I desire, for the benefit of his people as well 
as for the benefit of my own, to protect the great interests of the West- 
ern country. 

I wish to call the attention of this House to the product of lead during 
the last few years. In 1876 we produced 57,000 tons; in 1877, 73,000 
tons; in 1878, 81,000 tons; in 1879, 85,000 tons; in 1880, 94,000 tons: 
in 1881, 120,000 tons, and in 1882, 120,000 tons. 

Does the gentleman stop to consider how many men are employed in 
the production of this lead? Does he stop to consider how many empty 
hands are filled with the benefits of labor by this employment? Ie 
claims to represent the great agricultural interests of Kansas; and | 
tell him if the mines in the Rocky Mountains were stopped there would 
be a poor market for the products of the agriculturists of Kansas. 

You may denounce the owners of these mines as bonanza kings. 
They are not corporations, but individuals. I own some of these mines 
myself, and I can not be charged with being a bonanza king. I have 
paid out money instead of receiving it, and I stand up to defend the 
interest as I stand up to defend the interests of Pennsylvania, as | 
stand up to defend the interests of New Jersey, Connecticut, Michigan, 
or Missouri. Strike this down and I say you should strike down iron 
and copper and cutlery and zine and sugar. This Congress represents 
the mutual interests of this great nation. If Louisiana reaches out het 
hands and claims protection, Colorado has the same right. If Pennsy!- 
vania stands here and demands her interests shall be protected, then 
Colorado, young as she is and with but a single member on this floor, 
has an equal right. All this talk about protecting the great agricult- 
ural interests of Kansas against the transcendent and overwhelming 
interests of this great people in my judgment savors somewhat of hum- 
buggery. 

{ Here the hammer fell. ] 

Mr. KELLEY. I move the committee rise for the purpose of clos- 
ing debate on that portion of the bill included between lines 233 and 
289 


Mr. TUCKER. That can not be done. 

Mr. COX, of New York. I rose for the purpose of moving an amend- 
ment. 

Mr. SPRINGER. [I rise to a question of order. 

Mr. BLOUNT. I desire to make a parliamentary inquiry, whether 
the motion of the gentleman from Pennsylvania does not include a part 
of the bill not under consideration ? 

The CHAIRMAN. The only question which the Chair can take no- 
tice of is the motion that the committee rise. 

Mr. KELLEY. I insist on my motion that the committee rise. 

The committee divided; and there were—ayes 112, noes 74. 

So the motion was agreed to. 

The committee accordingly rose; and Mr. RoBrnson, of Massachu- 
setts, having taken the chair as Speaker pro tempore, Mr. BuRRoWs, 0! 
Michigan, reported that the Committee of the Whole House on the 
state of the Union had had under consideration the bill (H. R. 7515) 
to impose duties upon imports and for other purposes, and had come to 
no resolution thereon. 

Mr. KELLEY. Mr. Speaker, I move that the House resolve itsel! 
into Committee of the Whole House on the state of the Union for the 
further consideration of the tariff bill, and pending that I move that all 
debate on line 283 and all amendments thereto be limited to one minute. 





1883. CONGRESSIONAL 


Mr. COX, of New York. Is that debatable ? 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. It is not debatable; the Chair will 
state the question. The first question is on agreeing to the motion of 
the gentleman from Pennsylvania to limit all debate wpon line 283 and 
all amendments thereto to one minute 

The motion was agreed to. 

Mr. KELLEY moved to reconsider the vote by which the debate was 
limited; and also moved that the motion to reconsider be laid on the 
table. 

The latter motion was agreed to. 

Mr. KELLEY. I now move that the House resolve itself into Com- 
mittee of the Whole House on the state of the Union. 

The motion was agreed to. 

The House accordingly resolved itself into Committee of the Whole 
House on the state of the Union, Mr. Burrows, of Michigan, in the chair. 

The CHAIRMAN. By order of the House all debate upon line 283 
and all amendments thereto is limited to one minute. 

Mr. KELLEY. Let us have the question. 

The CHAIRMAN. The question is upon agreeing to the amendment 
proposed by the gentleman trom Illinois, to strike out in this line the 
word ‘‘six’’ and insert ‘‘five.”’ 

The question was taken. 

Mr. MORRISON. I demand a division. 

The committee divided, and there were—ayes 75, noes 93 

So the amendment was not agreed to. 

The Clerk read as follows: 

Acetate of lead, white, fit for medicinal use, 10 cents per pound. 

Mr. KELLEY. I move on behalf of the committee 

Mr. RANDALL. Before that let me suggest that I was out when 
line 269 was reached. I desire to suggest a verbal correction. 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair will state to the gentleman from Penn- 
sylvania that this line has been passed over informally by consent, to 
be returned to hereafter. 

Mr. RANDALL. Very well. 

Mr. KELLEY. I move, on behalf of the Committee on Ways and 
Means, to strike out line 284 just read. 

The motion was agreed to. 

The Clerk read as follows: 

White lead, when dry or in pulp, 3 cents per pound 

Mr. COX, of New York. I move to strike out ‘*3°* and insert ‘*15” 
in this line 285. 

Mr. ANDERSON. Is that the commission’s rate? 

Mr. COX, of New York. I do not know; I will answer betore I sit 
down. The Committee on Ways and Means in this case propose about 





54 per cent. on this particular item—54} per cent. It is used for the | 


purpose of painting and used by everybody, poor and rich, as a part of 
the expense of everybody’s rent or ownership of property. It is a part 
of the expense of every bit of shelter we have in America. It belongs 
to the cost of our houses, of our mills, of our fences, and everything 
else in which wood-work of any kind is to be preserved or embellished 
by coating it with paint. There is no reason why we should not have 


in this country all these natural resources which are so bountifully sup- | 


plied to us here at a low rate, and especially those natural resources 
which enter into everybody’s consumption. They should be tree or 
come in at the lowest possible rate if we would help the people. 

[ think any bill of this character that is not based wponthe principle 
of helping the main body of our people—the laboring people—either 
runs to prohibition or restriction; and all restriction on labor in the 
shape of taxes is prohibition to that extent. Every man who votes tor 
restriction, who votes for taxation in any form, I care notin what form 
you produce it, votes to burden labor. We might as well here, whil 
quarreling about what will help this State or Territory, we might as 


well come down to a general proposition which is larger than all these 


little details, come down to a principle that is comprehensive in itself 
and that will go to the whole body of the people, and not to any local- 
ity. The gentleman from Colorado [ Mr. BELFORD], whose State would 
not consume the agricultural product of one county in Kansas, gave us 
to-day a little breath—or rather not to us, but to the other side—as to 
the legitimate fruit of this sort of tariff legislation, this cut-throat policy 
He said to New England, Pennsylvania, and all other parts of the 
country that need protection that you have to give us protection now 
in the West on ourmineral resources, or we will pay you back on woolen 
goods, cottons, and other Eastern manufactures when we come to reach 
that part of the bill. 

Now, Mr. Chairman, let us go back to the old doctrine learned in 
the school of honest economy and see what is the true principle for us 
to adopt in such a case. I will read it from Bastiat. It is the four 
teenth chapter of his Sophisms of the Protectionists; and with that good 
sentence, if there is time enough left to me, placed upon the record, and 
which I commend to my friend from Pennsylvania, I will close my fiv 
minutes’ debate. I will ask the Clerk to read this 

The Clerk read as follows: 

What is restriction ? 

A partial prohibition. 

wh 


at is prohibition ? 
An absolute restriction. 


XIV——121 
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So that what is said of one is true of the other 
Yes; comparatively Chey bear the same relation to cach other that the are 
of the circle does to the cirele 





Then if prohibition is bad, restriction can not be good? 

No more than the are can be straight if the circle is curved 

What is the common name for restriction and prohibition 

Protection 

What is the definite effe« of protection 

Po require from men / ‘ hes esu 

Mr. COX, of New York Phat will do Phat isa good place to stop 


The CHAIRMAN Che question is upon agreeing to the amendment 
of the gentleman trom New York 
Mr. HASKELL. I simply ask, Mr. Chairman, in response to the 








*sophisms’’ of Bastiat, to send wp and have read an extract trom the 
sound wisdom of General Jackson in 1824 
Mr. COX, of New York Phat was when we had a tariff of from 
| 10 to 15 per cent 
Mr. HASKELI Read what that old pat i left of wisdom on 
this subject 
Mr. COX, of New York Phat w hile this is a tanfl 
of 50 per cent. 
The Clerk read as follows 
During the pendency in Congress of the tar of ‘ eral J s " 
a letterto Dr. Colman, dated Washington, April 2S. [824 
_ “Where has the American farmer a mark r his surplus products kixeept 
for cotton he has neither a foreign nor a he market Does not this clearly 
| prove, when there is no market either at home or abroad, tl there is too mueh 
| labor employed in agriculture, and that the channels of Libor should be multi 
|} plied? Common sense at once points out the remedy Draw from agriculture 
the superabundant labor, employ it in mechanism and manufactures, thereby 
creating a home market for your breadstuff$S and distributing labor to a most 
profitable account, and benetits to the country will result 
* Take from agriculture in the United States 600,000 men, wom: de} 7 
and you at once give a home market for more breadstuffs than all Lure pe now 
furnishes us 
In short, sir, we have been too long subject to the policy of the British mer 
chants. It is time we should become a little more Americanized, and instead 
| Of feeding the pawpers and laborers of I urope, feed our own, or else in a short 
time by continuing our present policy we shall all be paupers ourselves 
Mr. HASKELL. It was the free-trade policy to which Jackson 


referred in the concluding paragraph of that extract as ruining the 
country. 

Mr. ROBESON. Hurrah tor Jackson! 

Mr. BLAND. 1 move to strike out the last word IL send to the 
Clerk’s desk to have read, in order to show the results of our protective 
policy on labor, a portion of the testimony taken before the Tarif 
| Commission 
Mr. DINGLE\ Whose testimom 
Mr. BLAND. That will appear from the reading 
The Clerk read as follows trom page 1877 of the testimony taken] 
fore the Tariff Commission 














rR i 
ew Yor ( 
Mr. Frank Pureell, of New York city, representing the Independent Labor 
party, addressed the com “s1on as tollow 
GENTLEMEN Ata re ilar mee iw of our orwanizat 1 held on Thursda 
evening last, it was resolved that the followir address be pr ted to your 
body expressive of wal inal \ s the w 1 4 
tion of protection to American lab 
“First. We call the attention of your honorable body to the facts that over 
150,000 men, women, and children are « nploved in the vario , ring 
industries of this city and dependent for the means of life upon the welfare and 
protection of those ind thatthe vearly market va of th labor and 
these products is ove O00 00M vy double the f th vhole ex 
ports of the United St 
Second. That ow to two causes, a if! f cheap goods and che 
the employés are underpaid and overworked Phi verage hours of | 
ten per day nd the rate of wages 83 to S per week for femak md Sto per 
week for males,anat u isuflicient to pre le cle t ‘ food, a 
ing, and productive of want and ignorance, the our of Fi land t 
ent of all crime overworked, seek relief and } 1 { mi 
shop; the women rid ¢ iven to prostitution to ke ip a tap 
eurance or gratily tes created by our system of ¢ gualit bed t TH) 
and our childrenare 1 ected and iderfed, roam the street { la 
grace to our con 
@ Mr. BLAND I desire to call attention 
graphically described by arepresentative of the lab interest as created 
under a protective tanil to a greater extent than ever existed before 
The Tariff Commission called before them experts whose te tLimony 
shows that the workmen are not paid sufliciently for their labor not 
withstanding our high protectiy polices And if thev are not }) idl thie 
proper value of their labor the inferen to be drawn is that these mo 
nopolic s have swallowed up what the laborers ought to have received 
They ll upon Congress for reliet Shey are taught to look to this 
Congress and to the Government as a parent to take care of them. Now 
suppose we fi il it impossible to do it: uppose our protective tar {fs fail 
to do it; can we expect they will refrain from the torch of incendiarism 
so as to retaliate upon their employers and the Government who failed 
to take care of them If we teacn the laborers of this country that 
is the duty of Conere » and of t hie ( over ent to take care of them 
they will turn upon a government that refuses to interpose suffic 
protection If it be indeed the duty of Congress to take eare of th 
laborers of the country, let us vote bread to them instead of put 
money in the hands of monopolists who will enslave them 
Mr. PAGE. I take the floor for the purpose of having read wh: 
gentleman from Missouri [Mr. BLAND! directed the Cler! ,or 
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the reading a few moments ago. That will complete what the gentle- 
man from Missouri desired to have put before the House. 

The Clerk read as follows: 

“We also ask your honorable body to recommend measures to prevent the 
faise and fraudulent importation of cheap labor to this country by railroad, land, 
and mine agents, to the injury of our working classes and the peril of our insti- 
tutions.”’ 


Mr. BLAND 
Chinese bill. 

The Clerk continued the reading, as follows: 

“Therefore we ask of your body a report advocating an increase of the tariff to 
the amount required to allow our manufacturers to compete with the manufact- 
arers of Europe and to pay to these employésa fairand just rate of wages, which 
would be, in our opinion, an increase of 100 per cent. over our present rate.” 

Mr. PAGE. I withdraw the pro forma amendment. 

Mr. SPRINGER. I move to amend the amendment of the gentle- 
man from New York [Mr. Cox] by striking out ‘‘1}”’ and substituting 
*9:”) so that it will read: 

White lead, when dry or in pulp, 2 cents per pound. 

This is the rate proposed by the Tariff Commission. 

Mr. COX, of New York. 1 will accept that. 

Mr. RANNEY. Now read what the President said. 

Mr. SPRINGER. The bill proposes the rate now provided by exist- 
ing law; itmakesnochange. The Tariff Commission proposed achange 
reducing the rate from 3 cents per pound to 2 cents per pound. I pro- 
pose to stand by the rate recommended by the Tariff Commission. 

Now, if gentlemen will refer to a portion of the Tariff Commission’s 
report they will see that the commission promised a reduction of from 
20 to 25 per cent., and on some things a reduction of as much as 45 
per cent. I trust the committee will not insist on raising the rates pro- 
posed by the Tariff Commission. 

Gentlemen on the other side have assumed in their advocacy of high 
protective tariffs on unimportant industries that they are advocating the 
interests of American labor. I quite agree with the proposition sub- 
mitted by the honorable gentleman from Iowa [Mr. Kasson ] that it is 
not in the interest of national labor to make profitable little industries 
which are otherwise unprofitable. 

Mr. KASSON. Does not my friend go further with the gentleman 
from Iowa and agree that protection should bé based on the mainte- 
nance of the average of national enterprises and interests ? 

Mr. SPRINGER. I will state to the gentleman from Iowa if he will 
bring in a bill and his friends will support a bill which will give inci- 
dental protection to American manufacturers which will enable them 
to compete successfully with the manufacturers of the world, I will 
vote for it. 

Mr. REED. What does the gentleman mean by incidental protec- 
tion? Does he mean accidental protection ? 

Mr. SPRINGER. I mean a protection which necessarily results from 
imposing a tariff for revenue. 

Mr. KASSON. And high enough to proteet. 

Mr. SPRINGER. The gentleman will have no controversy with me 
on that subject. This bill does not do that; it does not pretend to do 
it. It is for the purpose of trying to make those enterprises profitable 
which by nature and nature’s laws are unprofitable. And in order to 
do that they are levying a tribute upon all the labor of the country. 
They claim that they represent in this matter the American workingmen. 
The honorable gentleman from Ohio [Mr. MCKINLEY] stated the other 
day that he represented the workingmen. I say those who advocate 
these high protective duties do not represent the workingmen of this 
country. 

I hold in my hand a report of the proceedings of the federation of or- 
ganized trades and labor unions of the United States and Canada, which 
assembled in Cleveland, Ohio, in November last. That congress rep- 
resented all the trades assemblies in the United States. In its platform 
up to that time was the following proposition: 

That we recommend to the Congress of the United States the adoption of such 
laws as shall give to every American industry full protection from the cheap 
labor of foreign countries, 

Mr. Foster, one of the delegates, moved to strike that clause from 
the platform. He made aspeech in favor ef that motion and it was 
carried by a vote of 17 to 1. 

Mr. KELLEY. Of17 tol? 

Mr. SPRINGER. Yes, sir. 

Mr. KELLEY. That was a very numerous representation of the 
workingmen of the United States. 

Mr. SPRINGER. That was acongress of organized labor, represent- 
ing-all the trades unions and labor organizations in the United States 
and Canada. 

Mr. KELLEY. 
eighteen men. 

Mr. SPRINGER. 
ence it was, 

The CHAIRMAN. The time of the gentleman has expired. 

iir. SPRINGER. I am sorry my time has expired. 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair regrets it. [Laughter. 

Mr. ROBINSON, of Massachusetts. The House is un —— 
to the gentleman from Missouri [Mr. BLAND ]}@for opening the volumes 


That is just what the other side voted against on the 


I understand that it was a mere conference between 


I will show the gentleman what kind of a confer- 
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of the testimony before the commission and calling attention tc 

» the 
address of the Independent Labor party. Ashe had but five minutes 
and there was lack of time for him to present all that was of value in 
that address, it was kindly supplied at the end of his time by { 
tleman from California [Mr. PAGE]. In the five minutes allo 
me I desire to have read a paragraph from the same address, in ope; 
that we may have the conclusion of the whole matter. I wil] state 
that the address is from the Independent Labor party of New Yor 

Mr. REED. One indorsed by the gentleman from Missouri [Mr 
BLAND]. 

Mr. ROBINSON, of Massachusetts. Yes, indorsed by the gentleman 
from Missouri. I ask the Clerk to read what I have marked. 

The Clerk read as follows: 

We ask you to adopt this policy, not as a question of revenue ort 
but on the und of principle and duty, As statesmen and lovers of you; 
country and its people, lay down the principle that it is the first duty of govern. 
ments to protect its own people, and that the basis of all prosperity is product. 
ive and diversified industry, and trust to the intelligence and honesty of ou; 
people for indorsement for your belief. 

We ask you, what care we fora government or its revenues, or what benefit 
it would be to our class, if by a free-trade policy our industries were destroyed 
and we were idle tramps upon the streets? No; pay us for our labor and en). 
ploy our own people at fair and living wages, and we will cheerfully pay our 
share of the taxes needed to support our Government, If so employed we w ill 
consume the farmers’ product, now forced to seek a foreign market throug) 
our inability to buy food and clothing for our families, and with home markets. 
home production, exchange, and consumption, we will be a happy, free, an 
prosperous pegple. 

Mr. MCKINLEY. Will the gentleman from Massachusetts [Mr 
ROBINSON ] yield to me? 

Mr. ROBINSON, of Massachusetts. 
remaining. 

The CHAIRMAN. The gentleman has two minutes remaining 

Mr. BLAND. I rise to a parliamentary inquiry. 

The CHAIRMAN. The gentleman will state it. 

Mr. BLAND. Having offered the amendment, am I not entitled to 
close the debate upon it ? 

The CHAIRMAN. The gentleman from Massachusetts [ Mr. Ropry- 
SON } has two minutes of his time remaining, which he yields to the gep- 
tleman from Ohio [Mr. McKINLEy]. 

Mr. McKINLEY. Iamobliged tothe gentleman from Massachusetts 
for yielding to me the remainder of his time. In this connection | de 
sire to have read by the Clerk the statement before the Tariff Commis- 
sion of Mr. Matthew O’ Doherty, of Louisville, Kentucky, representing 
the Irish-American Republican Club, which he said was composed almost 
exclusively of workingmen. 

The Clerk read as follows: 

Mr. PRESIDENT AND MEMBERS OF THE TARIFF CoMMISSION: I will state that 
the club or organization that I represent is not a manufacturing company, as 
you can see from its name. It is composed almost exclusively of workingmen 
and the only reason we have for offering these suggestions is this: That w: 
have had experience both here and in countries where free trade prevails 

We, the committee appointed from the Irish Republican Chub of this city, i 
pursuance of the instructions given us, and with a view of rendering you, and 
through you our common country, all the aid we can afford in the investigatio: 
of the all-important question of tariff, respectfully beg leave to submit that 
many, if not all of us, know by actual experience the effect which free trade 
and what is called protective tariff have upon the social condition of the masses 
of the people in countries where one or other of these systems prevails. With 
this experience to guide us we would be false to our duty as citizens of this li 
public did we fail to declare ourselves unalterably in favor of high protectiv: 
tariff. We submitthe following asthe result of our experience and observation 

First. That the essential fact to be remembered in considering the present 
tariff laws, and lying at their very base, is that the social condition of the masses 
of European workingmen is far inferior to that of American workingmen 

Second. That free trade, or any material reduction of the present tariff, would 
necessarily force American workingmen into competition with European work- 
ingmen, and that such competition could only be successfully maintained by 
forcing American workingmen into the social degradation of their European 
competitors, This, in our opinion, would mean the enslavement of American 
labor, the pauperizing of American workingmen, the transfer of the childre: 
of American workingmen from the school to the factory, and of their wives 
and daughters from their homes to the workshop; all of which would result in 
dividing the — of this country into two classes—paupers and aristocrats— 
and make a mockery of the maxim which declares ours to be a“ government of 
the people and for the people.” 

The CHAIRMAN. The time for debate upon the amendment has 
been exhausted. f 

Mr. CARLISLE. I desire to say a few words on the merits of the 
amendment offered by the gentleman from Illinois [Mr. SPRINGER), 
and therefore move to strike out the last word in order to obtain the 
opportunity to do so. ; 

This bill proposes to impose a duty on white lead when dry or in pu!p 
of 3cents per pound. The Tariff Commission recommended a duty of 
2 cents per pound upon this article. According to the statistics fu) 
nished us aduty of 3 cents per pound, as proposed by the bill, is equiva- 
lent to 54} per cent. ad valorem; but it is really equivalent to much 
more than that, because under the present law white lead ground in 
oil is imported under the same clause and at the same rate of duty as 
this article, and the average value per unit of quantity is therefore 
given on both articles instead of on one only. White lead ground in 
oil is a much more valuable article than white lead dry or in pulp, and 
consequently the specific rate when the values of the two articles are 
combined appears to be a much less ad valorem rate than if the value 
of this article had been stated separately. mn 

I desire to call the attention of the committee to the fact that the bi!) 


he gen- 
wed to 


4Xation 
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I will do so, if I have any time 
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now before it proposes to impose precisely the same specific duty on 
white lead dry as upon white lead ground in oil, which is an article of 
very much more value; 3 cents per pound on each one of those articles. 

The gentleman has said that this is necessary in order to maintain 
the present wages of American laborers. Yet it is shown by the sta- 
tistics of the Census Bureau that during the census year the value of 
the whole product of lead, including bars, pig, sheet, and shot, was 
$5,600,671, and while there were five hundred and seventy-one laborers 
employed in that industry their entire wages amounted to only $316,- 
563, or less than 6 per cent. upon the value of the product. 

That does not include the cost of the labor employed in mining the 


RECORD—HOUSE. 


1923 


|} and it is true also that rice has fallen since you put the duty on it 
| But the low price of rice and the low price of steel rails are just as mach 


lead ore; and I presume no gentleman here will say that these acetates | 


are made from the ore; they are made from the pig or bar lead 

Mr. KELLEY. That alsoinvolves labor. 

Mr. CARLISLE. Certainly; but the whole valueof all the material 
consumed in the production of this $5,600,000 worth of pig, bars, sheet, 
and shot was only a little over $4,000,000, which includes, of course, 
not only the value of all the ore mined and used, but the value of all 
the other articles besides. 

Now, it is proposed to impose a duty of 55 per cent. ad valorem upon 
this necessary article, to protect less than six hundred laborers, whose 
wages under the present tariffof 3 centsa pound do not amount to6 per 
cent. of the product. I will go as far as any gentleman on the other side 
of the House to protect the American laborer whenever it can be done 
without doing injustice to the American consumer; but when gentle- 
men ask me to compel every man who uses paints in the preservation 


of his buildings or his fences to pay tribute to less than six hundred | 


men engaged in this employment, they are requiring me to go too far 
I would not strike down any industry of this country ; and the rate of 
duty which we propose to have adopted in this bill will not, in my judg- 
ment, affect injuriously a single one of them. 

If gentlemen will go back to the time when thts duty of 3 cents per 


pound was imposed on this article they will find that it wasa less equiv- | 


alent ad valorem rate than the 2 cents now proposed by the 


ment. They tell us constantly that the price of the article has been 


amend- | 


| ognized in my own right It the gentleman from Texas will witl 


reduced, and at the same time they insist that we shall maintain upon | 


it the samespecific rate of duty, thereby increasing, of course, the equiv- 
alent ad valorem in every such instance. 

{Here the hammer fell. ] 

Mr. KELLEY. Mr. Chairman, I want te touch this question ol ad 
valorem. The gentleman says that theduty of 3 cents a pound when 
it was imposed was a lower rate ad valorem than the duty now pro- 
posed. But why has this change of relation occurred? Because under 
the duty the price of the article has been cheapened. That is the whole 
of it. 

Mr. CARLISLE. Is not the gentleman willing to accept the same 
ad valorem rate under which, as he argues, this industry has prospered ? 

Mr. KELLEY. No, sir. The present duty has stimulated produc- 
tion and reduced the price. I want that low price retained. 

Let us take another case. Gentlemen will tell us when we reach 
that question that the duty on rice is over 100 per cent. So it is 
When it was imposed it was 25 per cent. Why thischangeof relation ? 
Because when the duty was imposed rice was bringing from 16 to 17 
cents a pound; but with an adequately protective duty the rice planters 
of Georgia and the Carolinas have extended their fields, so that now 
they give us rice at 4 cents a pound, but under the terrible ad valorem 
duty of 100 per cent. Now, I weuld rather pay this ad valorem duty 
and buy my rice at 4 cents a pound than pay 25 per cent. ad valorem 
and at the same time pay 17 cents a pound for my rice. 

Apply the same argument to that béte noire of gentlemen on the other 
side—Bessemer rails. They tell us that we now have on these an ad 
valorem duty as they compute it of 60, 70, or 80 per cent. What was 
the ad valorem when that duty of $28 aton was imposed? It was about 
25 per cent; and we were paying in the neighborhood of $140 a ton for 
Bessemer rails. We have knocked off the one hundred and buy them 
now for $40 aton. Thus the ad valorem duty has greatly increased. 


But I had rather buy Bessemer rails—if I were rich enough to buy such | 


things or to belong to a company that does buy them—I would rathe1 
buy Bessemer rails at $40 a ton under an ad valorem duty of 80 per cent. 


bility to buy fo« 


than pay $140 a ton under the low ad valorem of 25 percent. The | 


whole doctrine of ad valorem is specious. It is nota fair system ot 
measuring. Look at pricesand see what the eflect of the duty has been. 
Now, we have brought down the article under present consideration so 
low in price that the gentleman from Kentucky finds the ad valorem 
duty a great burden. 

[Here the hammer fell. } 

Mr. CARLISLE. I withdraw the pro forma amendment. 

Mr. MILLS. I renewit. Mr. Chairman, I have heard this same old 
argument repeated over and over by my friend from Pennsylvania [ Mr. 


KELLEY] and by almost every friend of protection who has talked on | 


this subject, the argument that by enforced high prices in this country 
you produce low prices. The gentleman has talked about the duty on 
rice and the duty on steel rails. He infers that the duty imposed upon 
rice has brought down the price. He argues in the same way in re- 
gard to steel rails. 
rails the price was away up and now it is away down. That is true: 


to be attributed to the effects of the last comet that came across the 
heavens as to the protective tariff. The gentleman leaves out of view 
the direct question which stands before his eyes: What was the price of 
steel rails in England, and what is it to-day ? 

Mr. KELLEY. Why, we could not buy them in England laid down 
on our wharves, ready tor payment of duty, for $120 a ton. 

Mr. MILLS. They were lowerin England than in this country, and 
have been every day to this time. Steel rails are to-day in London 
worth $22 per ton; and they are worth here about $40. Why does not 
the duty bring down the price of steel rails here to the English price ? 

Mr. KELLEY. We can now produce more Besseme 
gland and Scotland ean 


r rails than En 


Mr. MILLS. Why do you not produce them for the same cheap 
price? 
Mr. ROBESON Because Ol the higher rice of labor in this countr 


Mr. MILLS You want to make our peoph contribute to the wealth 
of the bonanza steel-rail producers. [| will say in reply to my friend 
from New Jersey [Mr. RoBEsoN] that it is not the laboring n 
this country who gets the benefit of this duty t is the man who 
ploys him. 

So with the argument about ric 


on rice 


n ol 


We have high duty ad valorer 
As I argued the other day, you im) Lt specific dut 
when the article falls in price the duty proportionally inere i 
have to-day a duty of 100 per cent on rice; a d you say hat | \ 
rice is not worth as much now as when the duty was put on 
tariff has lowered the price But, sir, it is the immense rice fields 
foreign countries whose products have come into the market and brought 
down the pri e 
I will yield the bh ince of mv time to the 
Mr. KELLEY I wish to close debate 
Mr. BLAND n not ‘ 
of the time of 


mn this paragraph 
in the minute 


his pro forma amendment | will move tostrike out the last two word 
Mr. MILLS I will withdraw the rf t wndment 
Mr. BLAND lL mo to atrike out t ‘ st two ra Now Mi 
Chairman, I had an « ’ 
Labor party addressed to the Tariff Commission ji det show that 
the protective policy does not answer the demands mad pon it by the 
laborers of the country is read 
a further extract referring to the laborers of Eur ype, LT wish to read now 
the complaint made by the laborers of New York bet 
mission, to see whether the ! 
Europe: 


et read from th uldress of t] klependent 


As the gentleman from Massachusetts | 


he ‘Taritl! Com 


maiition th koorers of 


The average hou of rare te per da l ‘ » 
week for females ar to $0 per week for es, an i " enttoy 
vide decent homes, f | nd clot r and produ 
the source of all ey ithe paren fall er ‘ Phe mie 
relief and pleasu ithe ru hoy the we ‘ i paid, are drivento 
titution to ke pupa lecent appear ©, « tit wt t< swteddbw ou 
tem of equality : 
roam the streets, a terror i ul ' nity 

Therefore we ask of v« body at ort lve t r ah mere se of the tariff t 
the amount required to al 
urers of Europe and t 
would be, in our opinion, an increa f Lim 





I want to know now, if this he the result under the highest prote 
tariff which ever « ted in this country, it not: rvviment aga 
the policy of protection? Does it not show, Mr. Chairman, that p 
tection does not protect 4 Notwithstanding the high tariif wl h we 
have heretofore had, they still complain of the lowness of the wages 
which they receive, and ask for further protecti: 
per cent., SO as to } ohibit all Importations And the further, 1 
one part of this paper, that we shall prohibit exportation of our agri 


cultural products in order to give then 





1 food. Let me quote what tl 
say In another part: 


The farmers’ product now forced to seck a t through our ina 
dand cl 


lothing for our families, and with home n ts, home 
production, exchange, and consumption we w bn ppy, free 
people 

And that is the result under your high protective system 
occurs right under the eye of the gentleman from New Ji 
ROBESON | and in his own neighborhood. 

Now if, as gentlemen upon this floor say, protection really does pro 
tect labor, why should these laborers come here and demand an increased 
protectionof 100percent.? Hence my argument has been this protective 
system is acheatandafrand. They have been led to look to Congress for 
protection, and should we refuse to give them what they demand the 
might destroy you with the torch of red-handed communism. ' 
haveonly yourselves to blame. 


1 prosperous 


And this 
Sey [Mr 


Then you 
It is nothing lessthan communism you 


| are teaching them to-day when you say that it istheduty of Congress to 


Ife says that when the duty was imposed on steel | 


take care of them. When you say that and they find you have been tak 
ing care of the manufacturers and enriching millionaires, while you have 
left them to starve, and they appeal to Congress for protection, if you re 
fuse to, give them that 100 per cent. which they ask in their official capac 
itv, then if they turn on your millionaires and destroy their property 
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you have no one to censure except the fraud and cheat of the protective 
system which you taught them. 
[Here the hammer fell. ] 


Mr. KELLEY. I move that the committee rise for the purpose of 


closing debate. 
The motion was agreed to 
The committee accordingly rose; and Mr. Ropinson, of Massachu- 


setts, having taken the chairas Speaker pro tempore, Mr. BuRRows, of | 


Michigan, reported that the Committee of the Whole House on the state 
of the Union had, according to order, had under consideration the bill 
(H. Rt. 7313) to impose duties upon foreign imports, and for other pur- 
poses, and had come to no resolution thereon. 

Mr. KELLEY. I move that the House resolve itself into Commit- 


tee of the Whole House for the purpose of further considering the tariff 


bill; and pending that motion I move that debate on line 285 and all 
amendments thereto be limited to one-half minute. 

Mr. COX, of New York. Oh, make it three-quarters 

Mr. KELLEY’S motion was agreed to. 

Mr. KELLEY. I now move the House resolve itself into committee. 

rhe motion was agreed to; and the House accordingly resolved itself 
into Committee of the Whole House on the state of the Union, Mr. 
Burrows, of Michigan, in the chair. 

The CHAIRMAN. Debate on the pending paragraph and all amend- 
ments thereto by order of the House has been limited to one-half min- 
ute. The pending question is on the amendment of the gentleman from 
New York [ Mr. Cox] 

rhe committee divided; and there were—ayes 37, noes 73. 

Mr. COX, of New York, demanded tellers. 

Tellers were ordered: and Mr. Cox, of New York, and Mr. HASKELL 
were appointed. 

The committee again divided; and the tellers reported there were— 
aves 65, noes &2. 

So the amendment of Mr. Cox, of New York, was disagreed to. 

The Clerk read as follows: 

When ground or mixed in oil, 3 cents per pound. 

Mr. WILLIS. I move to strike out ‘*3”’ and in lieu thereof to in- 
sert “*25."? And I do that, Mr. Chairman, because it is right—because 
the Tariff Commission selected by this House for the purpose of mak- 
ing a critical examination intothis question has reported 2} cents as the 
proper rate; I do it because of the great value of this article in the trades 
and industries of the country, all of which will be more elaborately 
shown by gentlemen around me, who I am informed will support this 
amendment. I make this motion for the further purpose of calling the 
attention of the committee to the proceedings of a meeting in my own 
city which were read a few moments ago by a member of the Waysand 
Means Committee, the honorable gentleman from Ohio [Mr. McKin- 
LEY |. 

The proceedings to which I refer purport to be those of the ** Irish- 
\merican Republican Club”’ in the city of Louisville, in which they 
express profound concern at the probability of American labor in this 
country being stricken to the ground unless the present tariff duties are 
continued, The reading of those resolutions provoked considerable ap- 
plause on that side of the House. 

Sir, | recognize most fully the right of the workingmen of this coun- 
try to be heard on this floor. It is, Lregret to say, but seldom that they 
exercise that right—the right to be heard in advocacy of their own inter- 
ests. Our corridors and committee-rooms have been crowded for months 
by the pajd attorneys and representatives of protected interests urging 


amendments upon this bill still further increasing the onerous, unequal, | 


and unjust burdens under which we are now groaning. We have lis- 


tened from day to day during the sessions of this Congress to the advo- | 
cates and defenders of great monopolies which pay their 40 and 60 per | 


cent. dividend per annum. 

When, therefore, the gentleman from Ohio [Mr. MCKINLEY] declared 
that he hada message from laboring men, and especially from the labor- 
ing men of my own city, I came to the front to hear that message. 
Who are these ** laboring men ’’ that insist upon supporting the pres- 
ent high tariff upon the necessaries of life—a tariff which makes the 
rich richer and the poor poorer? Who was their spokesman and rep- 
resentative before this Tariff Commission? Was he some hard-fisted, 
horny-handed workingman, earning his bread in the sweat of his 
brow? Was he some hardy, swarthy son of toil who was moved in be- 
half of his suffering brethren to come before that august body of peri- 
pateties? Instead of such a person I find him to be a sleek, well-fed, 
and successful young lawyer of the Louisville bar, Mr. Matthew O. 


Doherty. Mr. Doherty is a very intelligent lawyer, a clever gentle- | 
man, and a very active Republican politician, but I hardly should rec- | 


ognize him in the rdle of ‘‘workingman.’’ And who compose the 
‘“‘club’’ for whom he assumes to speak? He tells us here that there 
are “‘one hundred and fifty members,’’ but he does not say that even 
these are all ‘‘workingmen,’’ nor will he so state. Some of the most 
active and enthusiastic members of these one hundred and fifty are Fed- 
eral employés, gaugers, storekeepers, clerks in the post-office, &c.; and 
while these gentlemen are fully entitled at all times to express their 
views on the ‘‘ tariff’? or any other subject, they are no more author- 
ized to speak for the great body of ‘‘ workingmen”’ of Louisville than 
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were the three tailors of Tooley street to speak for the British nation 
when they met and published their memorable resolutions beginning 
‘We, the people of England.”’ - 

As to the “ resolutions *’ I can not say from personal knowledve hoy 
many members of the ‘‘club’’ attended when they were passed. The 
newspapers, however, state that only a small per cent. of the one hun- 
dred and fifty—a mere handful—were present. 

The great body of our workingmen—lIrish, German, and Americ:))- 

_ would not indorse the action of this Republican club. They are actiy« 
| Democrats. They do not believe that the mission of the Democratic 
| party is to destroy, to overthrow all the great industries of the coun- 
j try. They favor a tariff, but it is a tariff for revenue which they want 

They ask for a simplification of the present tariff laws. They demand 
| a readjustment of the present tariff duties so that the burdens of tax,- 
| tion may be taken from the necessaries and placed upon the luxuries of 
| life. They want such a reform of taxation that they may share in in- 

creased wages some of the enormous profits which now swell the coffers 
of the few to the robbery of the many. They have learned by sad ex- 
perience what the gentleman from Virginia {Mr. TUCKER] has so wel] 
expressed in this debate, that the great and important question with 
them is not ‘* How high are our wages? ’’ but ‘‘ How many things can 
we buy with our wages?’’ If shoes and clothing and all the neces- 
saries of life are made high by the present tariff of what consequence is 
it to the laboring man how high his wages may be? At the end of th 
year he will have nothing. How much richer is he made by receiy 
ing $4 a day in one hand if with the other he must pay out the whole 
of that amount or even more because of the high prices which pre- 
vail? 

Sir, the warmest friends and supporters I have had are the working 
men of my district. They know that I have always been true to their 
interests; they know that upon the questions of Chinese immigration, 
the eight-hour law, and all similar propositions, I have been their ad- 
vocate, friend, and defender; they know that I am and ever have been 
ready to hear and to heed their demands. But I do not recognize this 
Republican club as the representative of Louisville workingmen, noi 
was I willing that its claim, its declarations should go unchallenged 
upon this floor. 

{Here the hammer fell. } 
| Mr. KELLEY. I move that the committee do now rise. 

Mr. CHACE. I would like to have read in this connection an ex- 
tract from a Democratic paper of Kentucky in reply to what the gen 
tleman has just said. 

Mr. RANDALL. That can be determined when we get into the 
House. 
| Mr. KELLEY. It may be read in my time. 
| Mr. CHACE. Then I ask to have this read. 
| The Clerk read as follows: 








[From The Louisville Post, Democratic. } 
THE FREE-TRADE CRANKS. 
| There are some cranks and bigots who wish to go to extremes, and reduc: 
the tariff at once to arevenue basis. This would close our manufactories, stop 
the development of our mining interests, shut up our workshops, and drive out 
of employment millions of workingmen who depend upon theirdaily work for 
their daily bread. We should have bankrupts by the millions instead of by th: 
hundreds. We should have riots that could not be suppressed by any military 
| force at the command of the Government. The whole country would be throw: 
| into coufusion and deluged with blood. No man’s property would be safe, wit! 
a starving population thronging our streets. The picture is true to the letter 
| and no one but a lunatic or a cold-blooded adventurer can contemplate it with 
other feelings than dismay and horror. But it will never be realized, becaus 
| there are not enough cranks in Congress or out of it to bring about such havo 
j}and ruin. No living man in this country will ever see an American Congress 
| passing a tariff law for revenue only. 

Mr. CHACE. That is a Democratic paper. 

Mr. WILLIS. Is that the whole of the article? 

Mr. CHACE. I say that is from a Democratic paper. 

Mr. WILLIS. I asked the gentleman if that is the whole of the 
article ? 
| Mr. CHACE. That is all I find; I think that is enough. 
| Mr. COX, of New York. That is garbling. 

Mr. CHACE. The whole article is there as I found it. 

Mr. COX, of New York. lam surprised that my Quaker friend would 
garble a thing of that kind. 

Mr. CHACE. No, it is not garbling; it is Democratic doctrine. 

Mr. KELLEY. I move that the committee do now rise. 

The motion was agreed to. ; 

The committee accordingly rose; and the Speaker having resumed 
the chair, Mr. Roprnson, of Massachusetts, reported that the Commit- 
tee of the Whole House on the state of the Union having had under 
consideration the tariff bill, had come to no resolution thereon. _ 
| Mr.KELLEY. Mr. Speaker, I move that the House resolve itself into 
| Committee of the Whole House on the state of the Union to further 
| consider the tariff bill, and pending that motion move that all debat: 
| on this line under consideration, 286, and all amendments thereto be 
_ limited to ten minutes. I make the motion to allow ten minutes’ debate 
| in order that the gentleman from Kansas [Mr. ANDERSON] may have 
| an opportunity of speaking in behalf of his side of the question. 
| The motion of Mr. KELLEY to limit the debate to ten minutes was 
' agreed to. 


| 
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Mr. KELLEY. I now move that the House resolve itself into the 
Committee of the Whole House on the state of the Union 
The motion was agreed to. 


The House according resolved itself into Committee of the Whole | 


House on the state of the Union, Mr. Roprxson, of Massachusetts, in 
the chair. 

The CHAIRMAN. By order of the House all debate upon line 286 
and all amendments thereto is limited to ten minutes. 

Mr. ANDERSON. Mr. Chairman, I am very much obliged to my 


friend from Pennsylvania for the opportunity he has given me of calling | 


the attention of this committee to one of the cardinal rights of every 
American citizen, and what I conceive to be a bright jewel in the Re- 
publican crown—that is, the right of free thought, of tree opinion, and 
of free action. 

Now, ashort time since, and I have been unable to get the tloor until 
this time, my friend from Colorado [ Mr. BeLrorn] undertook to crit- 
icise me and to read me out of the Republican party and to have me 
welcomed into the Democratic fold. 1 desire, Mr. Chairman, in re- 
sponse to the remarks of the gentleman, to say that I stand here squarely 
upon the Republican platform, and I shall read it—that of 1880: 

We reaffirm the belief avowed in 1876 Nhat the duties levied for the purposes 
of revenue should so discriminate as to favor American labor 

The platform of 1876 was this: 

The revenue necessary for current expenditures and the obligations of the 
public debt must be largely derived from duties upon importations, which, so 
hiras possible, should be adjusted to promote the interest of American labor and 
advance the prosperity 

Now of what? 
of the whole country. 

And [ also stand by the platform of principles adopted by the Re- 
publican party in 1872, in the following words : 

And that revenue, except so much as may be derive d from the tax upon to 
baeco and liquor— 

And I stand firmly on that principle now 
should be raised by duties upon importations, the details of which should be so 
adjusted as to aid in securing remunerative wages to labor, and to promote in- 
dustry, prosperity and the growth of the whole country. 

Now, every gentleman here knows that men of different political 
creeds are voting together upon this tariff question. Every one knows 
that the distinguished gentleman from Pensylvania [Mr. RANDALL], 
the Ex-Speaker of this House, who certainly is a fair type of Demoe- 
racy, is voting with you high-tariff men. I do not believe there is a 
solitary Democratic member on this floor from Pennsylvania who is not 
voting with you. Now, have they turned Republicans? Not much 
[Mr. BRUMM rose.] I can not yield in my five minutes. And there 
is my Greenback friend from Pennsylvania [Mr. Bru], who is also 
voting for your altitudinous church-steeple tarilf. 

The whole point in issue here is whether a man has the right to dis- 
criminate between a duty as fixed by the commission at 40 per cent. 
and the higher duty proposed by the committee without being a Dem- 
ocrat; or, on the other hand, whether he may be a Republican even if 
he does not go to the top of Pike’s Peak at 65 per cent. on lead 

White lead is used by the masses all over the country. 
a farmer who does not use it. 
used. 
through your industries, and are universally used hy 
people. 

And I just give notice that [ shall claim for myself the right todo my 
own thinking, acting, and voting as I believe honestly and squarely for 
the true interest of the people whom I represent; that I shall do so asa 
Republican, and that it is not in the power of any man to rule me out of 
the Republican party or to welcome the Pennsylvania Democrats and my 
Greenback friend into the Republican party unless they have a thorough 
political regeneration. 
from its very nature different sections differently; and that man who, 
as agent of his people, seeks to represent their true interest, will differ 
in his opinion as to details with some other gentleman when the interests 
represented by him are different. That I propose to do, and in this 
matter of white lead I am in favor of making a reduction of the duty 
just as I am in reference to all those things that are largely used by the 
people. 

[Here the hammer fell. ] 

Mr. BruMM and Mr. KELLEY rose. 

The CHAIRMAN. The gentleman trom Pennsylvania [Mr. Ke! 
LEY ] is recognized. 

Mr. KELLEY. The gentleman from Kansas in his altitudinous 
mood forgets to use cold figures correctly. He started with 6% per cent. 
on lead ore and he keeps it all the way through; and now when we are 


There is not 
There is no house on which it is not 


considering *‘ white lead ground inoil’’ it is still 68 per cent., irrespect- | 


ive of the duty on the amount of oil. 

Mr. ANDERSO™. Will my friend from Pennsylvania allow me to 
correct him? I w.s speaking in reply to the gentleman trom Colorado 
(Mr. BELForD] on the lead question. 

Mr. KELLEY. | am speaking on the business before the House. 

Mr. ANDERSON. You were not awhile ago when discussing Besse- 
mer steel. 


It is one of those things that are broadened and ramified all | 
the common | 


In other words, this is a question that affects | 
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» 


Mr. KELLEY. Iam speaking on the business before the Houss 
We have fixed 3 cents as the appropriate duty on lower grades of this 
| article, and now, when we put it in oil, on which there is a duty, and 
| What is a large agricultural product, he goes, because his people pro 
duce flaxseed and linseed oil, for putting this down. 1 can not see the 
| reason for striking at the Kansas farmer in that way, and I hope the rat 
will be maintained. 

Mr. BRUMM. I had thought I would not say a word while this bill 
was under consideration. [am one of those who believe that almost 
every man on the floor of this House has made up his mind how he is 
going to vote, and that all the discussion that has been held heretofore has 
| not changed the opinion of one man And I would not say a word were 
| it not for the tact that my friend from Kansas [Mr. ANDERSON ] has 
| stated that which will leave a false impression upon the people of Penn 

sylvania; and that is, that because the Democratic members from Penn 
sylvania voted with us on these questions therefore they 


} read out 
| of the Democratic party 


ire 


I say that the Democratic members trom Vennsylvania have not 
voted with us on these questions. I have noticed them, every man 
Mr. RANDALL, Mr. MUTCHLER, our Greenback-Democratic friend, and 
| the rest of them passing through between the tellers with the Demo 
cratic free-traders in every instance. I notice when they began to fili 


buster the night hetore last our Democratic 


trom Pennsylvania 
either sat quietly in their seats or voted with the Democratic treet 
on every issue they raised in this House 

They go through the State of Pennsylvania crying 


Iriends 


traders 


hor it protective 


tariff, the highest tariff imaginable; and when it comes to the details 
| of this bill 1 tind them to a man standing shoulder to shoulder with 


| the Democratic free-traders I can not, therefore, permit 

of the gentleman from Kansas [ Mr. ANDERSON | to go tradi 
| Lsay that the company they keep tells me what they ar \ 
| my friend trom Iowa | Mr. KAsson] and my friend from Kansas 
ANDERSON ], claiming to be on general principles protectionists 
|} yet, not in this instance of lead not ol 
| alone, not on any but on every article I find them pick 
ing flaws and finding tault with the re port of the committee, then 
| I doubt their protection quality; I can not 


} 
The assertion 


Lite tea 
nad when 


Mi 


una 


alone, in the instance quinine 


, 
specihe article, 
it 


understand how they 


[ Applause. | 


can 
| 
|} Tsay that now is the time forthe friends of this bill to take it upand 


claim to be consistent protectionists 


not find fault with trifles, not to quibble, not to consume the time of 
the House for the purpose of trying to answer the ridiculous proposi 
| tions of the free-traders on the other side of the Hous 
{ Here the hammer tell. | 
|} Mr. RANDAL! Mr. Chairman 
| = The CHAIRMAN Phe time fixed tor debate upon the pending par 
yraph has expired 
Mr. RANDALL i would like an opportunity to say a word, and 

therefore move to strike out the last word 
| The CH AIRM \N That woul Lnot allow any debate thpMon it Ihe 
| gentleman will have an opportunity lates 
| ‘The question recurred upon the amendment of Mr, CARLISLE to strike 
| out the word ** three’ in line 286, and to insert in lieu thereot the words 
‘two and one-halt >that it would read 
| White lead When ground o xed ‘ cents per pound 


The amendment was not agreed to 
The Clerk read the tollowing 
Litharge, 3 cents per pound 
Mr. KELLE\ I desire to submit < amendment, but do not pro 
pose to make any peech por if 
The Clerk read the amendment, as follows 
| After the word harge nsert the words orange mincera eat le 1, ane 
| nitrate of lead so that the clause will read 
Litharge, orang eral, red lead, and nitrate of lead cents per p nd 
Mr. KELLEY Phese articles all appear im different lines at the 
| same rate of dut I propose by my amendment to put them all in one 
line, and if that is agreed to I shall then move to strike out the other 
| lines in which they occu I now vield to my coll [Mr. RAN 
DALL | 
Mr. RANDALI In view of what lis been suid here to-day it may 
not be inappropriate for me to saya wordor two I stand here in my 
own representative capacit nd I speak in my own representative 
CAPACITY 
I desire oO Say to the House that I recon ze the tet that there can 
not be free trade between nations where the wages ol labor vary And, 
in so far as this tariff is concerned, I desire to say that | wish to make 
it so that it will cover the gap between foreign labor and the labor of 


the United States 
| am at present ad) 


I do not believ 
ised 
Having taken care of our own labs 
| with foreign labor, we can then remit the manufacturer to the adv; 
| tages of distance, freight, and the inconvenience of transportation. I 
i believe that will he adequate to cover the difference in the rates ot 
interest between this country and others and to afford an ample profit 
and proper inte rest upon the amount of the plant in this counts 
If gentlemen would only adhere to that distinction hetween tlie price 
of labor abroad and labor in this country 


d to gomuch further us I 


Nn 
rhe 


rv Willie Colne into competition 
| 


we would not need to make 
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this tariff question a political question, for it would be settled, as it 
should be, upon a business basis. 

In regard to the three propositions which have been presented, that 
of the Senate, that of the Committee on Ways and Means of this House, 
and that of the Tariff Commission, I say deliberately, aftercareful study, 
that I consider the bill of the Tariff Commission far preferable to the bill 
of the Committee on Ways and Means. [Applause on the Democratic 
side.] I shall accordingly, on this item, as I shall in nearly every in- 
stance, vote for the rate of duty which the Tariff Commission has pro- 
posed in preference to the rate which the Committee on Waysand Means 
of this House have adopted. I will say, however, that the Senate bill, 
as I have read it, in my opinion is in some marked degree preferable to 
either of the other propositions. 

Having said this, I will tell gentlemen that my deliberate object is to 
so make this tariff as to give incidental protection and nothing more to 
the people of my State. 

Mr. COX, of New York. In relation to this question I beg to say one 
thing: The great bulk of gentlemen onthe Democratic side of this House, 
I believe I can say truly, consider that protection, incidental or other- 
wise, is nothing but incidental robbery. And theonly difference between 
incidental protection and your regular protection is that the one is high- 
way robbery and the other is burglary. [Laughter and applause. } 

Gentlemen say tous here that they will vote for high tariff duties 
in order to keep up wages and pay the interest on the money invested. 
Where is it in our Constitution that you find a clause allowing the Con- 
gress of the United States, either directly or indirectly, to fix the wages 
of the people? Where will you find any warrant in our Constitution 
for the purpose of giving to one set of men in one industry peculiar pro- 
tection at the expense of the whole people? 

The gentleman from Kansas [Mr. ANDERSON] a moment ago read 
his Republican platform, and read it rightly; it is for protection. The 
Democratic platform is not for protection, never was and never can be 
so tortured; it is for revenue only. 

When the gentleman from Pennsylvania known as the Greenback Re- 
publican [Mr. BRUMM] talks about our being in favor of free trade he 
does not represent correctly any man on this side of the Chamber. No 
man ever favored absolute utopian free trade. Every man on this side 
of the Chamber, of course, is for freedom, and of course is for trade; 
but as for what is known as free trade, never. 

We are for that kind of freedom in trade that will take the shackles 
from industry and pay for a frugal administration of the Government 
of this country. That is our position, and we can not be driven from 
it by «ny man on this side or by any recusant on that side. 

And I would say to the gentleman from Pennsylvania [Mr. KELLEY], 
since this disorder has broken out in his ranks, that it is about time for 
him to withdraw his forees, reorganize them, and discipline them a little 
bit. 

So L have voted and so I expect to vote to the end. 

Mr. KELLEY. What disorder does the gentleman refer to? 

Mr. COX, of New York. Have a caucus again and discipline your 
members. 

Mr. KELLEY. What members need discipline ? 

Mr. COX, of New York. The gentleman from Iowa [Mr. KAsson], 
the gentleman from Kansas [Mr. ANDERSON], and others. [Laughter. ] 

Mr. KELLEY. You can not think that they need discipline, for you 
and your friends applauded them to-day. 

Mr. COX, of New York. IT love tosee an independent man, especially 
when he is leaning toward the right. I hope many things from the 
gentleman from Kansus [Mr. ANDERSON], for he commenced life right; 
he was a minister of the gospel ef peace and good will. [Laughter.] 
I hope for nothing from the gentleman from Pennsylvania [Mr. KEet- 
LEY |, either in this world or the world to come. [Laughter. ] 

The CHAIRMAN, Debate is exhausted. 

Mr. CALKINS. I move tostrike out the last word. Mr. Chairman, 
i did not expect to enter into a debate on the tariff question under the 
tive-minute rule; but I think that probably a word or two would not 
be out of place here in view of the disagreement which seems to have 
been gotten up in the House with reference to free trade, incidental 
protection, and high or altitudinous protection. We have had two 
speeches on the Democratic side—one from our friend the Ex-Speaker 
of the House [Mr. RANDALL], who says he is in favor of incidental 
protection—— 

A Member. The next Speaker. 

Mr. CALKINS. It is suggested to me that I should say ‘‘ next 
Speaker of the House.’’ I donot make any prophecies on that subject. 
It does not belong to this side of the House. 

But | was saying we have had these three different views presented. 
Now, the fact that my friend from New York [Mr. Cox] says he considers 
incidental protection ‘incidental robbery’’ does not concern this side at 
all. He and my friend the Ex-Speaker can fix that up for themselves. 
The fact existe that on this side of the House all Republicans agree that 
the gap which the gentleman from Pennsylvania so well put between 
the price of labor in Europe and the price of labor in thiscountry should 
be closed by a bill of this kind. We on this side all agree to that, 
every one of us. You do not all agree to it on the other side; for not- 
withstanding the protest of my friend from New York [Mr. Cox], there 
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are some of you who dream of the utopia of absolute free trade. 
can not agree upon that question. 

Now, for my part, speaking as a politician, 1 would rather sce you 
defeat this bill than not. You can not pass a tariff bill, my friends on 
that side of the House. You can not doit. If a tariff bill is ever 
passed it must be passed by a Republican Congress; and I serve notice 
on you now. 

Mr COX, of New York. We could pass a better bill than this. 

Mr, CALKINS. I do not believe you can pass any tariff bill. Dur- 
ing the six years you had control of the House, and a part of that time 
you had a majority of G0, yes 80, you tried to pass a tariff bill, but 
your bill died ‘‘a bornin.’’ [Laughter. ] 

Mr. BROWNE. They made quinine free. 

Mr. CALKINS. Yes, you put quinine on the free-list. That is a)) 
you did for the tariff during your six yearsservicein this House. That 
is as far as you will ever get. 

Now, if gentlemen desire to pass this bill there is only one way to do 
so; and that is to vote, not talk. Therefore I sit down. [Laughter. } 

Mr. SKINNER. Mr. Chairman, if I understood my colleague from 
New York [Mr. Cox] correctly in alluding to the other side of the 
House, he said ‘‘The Democratic party is not a free-trade party; there 
is not a free-trader here.’’ Did I understand him correctly? 

Mr. COX, of New York. I said we were fora tariff for revenue only 
Everybody knows that we are all for that on our side, except a few. 

Mr. SKINNER. I would like to ask my colleague whether he did 
use the expression that the Republican party is a party of protection, 
and the Democretic party a party of tariff for revenue only—not for 
free trade. If I heard him correctly that was his expression. 

Several Members. That is correct. 

Mr. SKINNER. Now, on the first day of April, 1870, James A 
Garfield made a tariff speech in this House, in the course of which he 
said: ° 


You 


In this House are about sixty Democrats, a great majority of whom are de- 
clared free-traders. 

Mr. Woop (interrupting). | beg the gentleman’s pardon. 
single free-trader as such on this side of the House. 

Mr. Cox. Here is one. 

Mr. MunGEN. Here is another. 

{ Laughter and applause. 

Mr. COX, of New York. I repeat exactly what I said then. When 
talking free-trade I have, in some twenty or thirty speeches made here 
since I have been amember, always qualified it by the statement that | 
was for freedom of trade, taking off the shackles from industry but always 
raising revenue for the Government. No other expression ever passed 
my lips as to the mode of collecting our revenue. If you are not for 
freedom of trade, what are you for? For slavery? Are you against 
trade? Would you keep on these restrictions? Would you keep down 
labor? If you are not tor free trade, you are for slavery of trade. lam 
for free trade and an honest administration of the Government with 
revenues raised by imposts and not directly. 

Mr. SKINNER. Iam glad I have given my colleague an opportu 
nity to set himself right. 

Mr. COX, of New York. I have made this statement a dozen times. 
I did not need the opportunity. Every time this matter comes up |! 
explain it the same way. 

Mr. CALKINS. I withdraw the pro forma amendment. 

Mr. DAVIS, of Illinois. I renew it. I only desire to call the atten- 
tion of the gentleman from New York [Mr. Cox], who asks for freedom 
in trade, to what a tariff for revenue, the tariff of 1846, meant in the 
estimation of the press of this country at that time. I will read first 
from the Springfield Republican of 1846: 

We understand that the Carpet Company of Thompsonville, Connecticut, yes- 
terday reduced the wages of their workmen 25 per cent., in view of the effect 
which the new tariff will immediately have upon their business. Weavers who 
have received 24 to 24} cents a yard will now get but eighteen for the same work. 

Mr. SPRINGER. That is a Republican paper. ; 

Mr. DAVIS, of Illinois. I have some others which | think will sat- 
isfy the gentleman before I get through. I will read next from the 
Philadelphia United States Gazette: 

It is stated that the wages of the laborers in the mining districts of this State 
will be reduced one-half when the new tariff comes into operation, in order that 
something like a competition with the coal mines of Pictou and elsewhere may 
be maintained. 

Here is what the Cumberland (Maryland) Civilian says: 

We regret to learn that the Lonaconing Company has suspended operations 
and discharged the hands. 

And now we come to the Baltimore American : 


A reduction of the prices of labor is one of the inevitable effects of the repex! 
of the American tariff act of 1842, and the substitution of McKay's British taritt 
bill. The latter deliberately takes away the sure protection to American labor 
which the act of 1842 had so happily and wisely thrown around it, and the hard- 
handed industry of our ar is left to sustain itself as it can against the half- 
fed labor of Europe. * * * We further learnthat, in view of the condition of 
things, and the clouded prospects ahead, the proprietors of all the iron works in 
and about Baltimore have reduced the wages of their workmen 25 per cent. 
These works give employment to about 2,000 men, whose ‘abor, literally the 
sweat of the brow, is — reduced in value by the reckless fclly of the party in 
power. 


Mr. SPRINGER. 
Mr. DAVIS, of Illinois. 


I do not know a 


Let me ask my colleague a question? 
Certainly. 
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Mr. SPRINGER. What is the cause of the great reduction of Wages | 


ent revision every Committee on Ways and Means, every Committee of 
all over the country ? | the Whole, and every C mgr ss has permitted these rates to stand as 
Mr. ROBESON. Thethreatened supremacy of the Democratic party. | they were originally fixed, and now _— gentleman from Virginia asks 


(Ls aughter. + that it shall not be all wed to stand, but th at we shall make 

Mr. “SPR NGER. No; thatis not the reason of it, because it occurred | I object to itand can not withdraw the moiion which I have 
joug before there was any threatened supremacy of the Democratic party. Mr. TUCKER. Ifthegentleman w Mt not W ithdraw his amendment 
(Cries of ‘* Vote! silt 


; I hope it will be voted down. I ask to amend his motion by striking 
Mr. DAVIS, of Illinois. I wish to call the attention of my colleague | out the words “‘ nitrate of lead.’’ 


® Change 


ee reced 


to the wonderful prosperity of his own State, the State of Illinois, that os RANDALL. Thatis a different article of a different lie 
State which in the last twenty-five years has made greater progress in TUCKER. Yes; and therefore I make the motion 
manufacturing industries and in farming industries than any other State The CHAIRMAN. “The Chair understands the pro forma amend 
in the Union, and the people of that State, the farmers, mechanics, and | ment to be withdrawn Che question now is ona rrecing to the motion 
all, are to-day in the most prosperous condition of any people in the | of the gentleman from Virginia to amend the amendment of the gentle 
world. That State stands first in agriculture and fourth in manufiaet- man from Pennsylvania by striking out the words ‘* nitrate of lead.”’ 
ures, and its chief city the third in manufacturing industries. There | Mr. TUCKER. Let me say that the purpose, I suppose the commit 
was a time when our corn had to be sold at 8 cents per bushel and was | tee understands, is to make the duty on the other articles retained in 


purned as fuel; but since that time that great State has risen rapidly, 
developed the great resources of the State, and you can not account for | different values 

it unless you admit that an important factor was the munificent and | Mr. TUCKER’S amendment was not agreed to 
wise administration, State and national, of the Republican party and The CHAIRMAN. 


the amendment at a lower rate than nitrate of lead, because they are of 





Phe question recurs upon the amendment of the 
the protective tariff which it supporte “d. [ Applause. } | gentleman from Pennsylvania. 
The CHAIRMAN. The gentleman’s time has expired The committee divided; and there were—ayes 90, noes 54 
Mr. SPRINGER. You have not yet answered my question why Se the amendment was agreed to 
wages have been so largely reduced under the protective system Mr. CARLISLE. I desire now to say, Mr. Chairman, that this 
The CHAIRMAN. The gentleman’s time has e xpire “dl. amendment proposed by the gentleman from Pennsylvania escaped my 
Mr. TUCKER. I rise to oppose the amendment of the gentleman | attention in time or | should have made the point of order upon it. 7 
from Pennsylvania. I do not propose to follow the gentleman in the | shall object hereafter, as a matter of order under the rule to any at 
wide discussion which debate on this paragraph has taken upon the | tempt to consolidate in advance. If gentlemen can do that they ean 
general principles of tariff legislation, having already expressed my | consolidate the whole bill and have one vote upon it 
views Very fully on that subject, and I know the House will excuseme | Mr. TUCKER. I move now tostrike out ‘three’? and insert * two” 
from going into it. I object to the amendment of the gentleman from | in line 287, and I will again state my reasons. The articles Litharge 
Pennsylvania for the reason that the very articles he proposes now to put | orange mineral, and red lead at 3 cents a pound amount to nearly mS 
into one class have been purposely kept separate by the Tariff Commis- | per cent. ad valorem I move to make it 2 cents, so as to bringit down 
sion and by the Committee on Ways and Means. If you will look at | to the same mite fixed for nitrate of lead, which is 48 per cent. ad va 
the tabular statement of the value attached to these articles you will | lorem. Now, since the committee have consolidated these three items 
find the unit of value of these articles is very different. I insist that all of them should * ir the same rate of duty, and if we 
In the article of litharge at 3 cents a pound the ad valorem rate of | keep these articles at 3 cents a pound we levy a duty of 75 per cent. ad 
duty is nearly 75 per cent.; on orange mineral and red Jead at 3 cents | valorem, whereas the nitrate of lead pays but 48. T hope, theretore, the 
per pound duty the rate is 71 per cent., while on nitrate of lead at 3 | amendment will be ad d 
cents per pound the rate is but 48 per cent. ad valorem. Now,Ipropose| Mr. KELLEY. I! it will not be adopted 
in reference to litharge, if the motion of the gentleman from Pennsyl- rhe question was taken upon Mr. TUCKER'S amendment 
vania to consolidate these three sections is voted down and we come to Mr. TUCKER. I ask a division 
a vote upon the mere rates tobe prescribed—I propose to strike out the Che committee divided; and there were—ayes 49, noes 69 
word “‘ three’? and insert ‘‘two.’’? We have already reduced the rates So the amendment was not agreed to 
on these other articles to about 50 to 54 per cent. on the other salts of | Mr. TUCKER Then I move, by way of compromi to see if we 
lead, while this article at the present rate proposed here is, as I hav | can not get a general reduction of the rates or an equalization of them 
said, nearly 75 per cent. If you bring it down to 2 cents a pound, it | in some degree, to make it cents 
will bring the ad valorem rate down to about the rate of theotherarti- | The committee divided; and there were—ayes 60, noes 79 
cles we have passed over. I ask my friend from Pennsylvania towith- | Mr. TUCKER. I demand tellers 
draw his motion so that we may have a direct vote upon the rates pre-| Mr. SPARKS. There was no quorum 
scribed on each one of these articles, so as to get the ad valorem rates Tellers were ordered 
somewhere nearly equal to each other. | Mr. TucKEeR and Mr. HASKELL were appointed tellers 


Mr. KELLEY. Mr. Chairman, I proposed this amendment for the | The committee 


uwiin divided; and the tellers reported there were- 
sake of cutting off as much debate as possible by consolidating the | ayes 68, noes 86 


articles. I really want to get the bill through. So the amendment was not agreed to 
Mr. TUCKER. The gentleman has himself consumed as much time The Clerk read lines 288 and 289, as follows 
in the discussion of the bill as any other gentleman upon the floor. Orange mineral and red lead, 3 cents per pound 


There is no desire to delay, and I ask him to withdraw his motion in | Nitrate of lead, 3 cents per pound 
order that we may have a direct vote, witha view, if possible, to equal- | Mr. KELLE I move to strike out those lines 
izing these rates. | ‘The motion was agreed to 
Mr. KELLEY. I must decline to withdraw the motion. Thearti-| Phe Clerk re: ‘d ot 290, as tollows 
cles under the present tariff are rated at 3centsa pound. ‘They are kin- 
dred articles and are rated at 3 cents by the committee. Nitrate of lead | : 
was put at 3 cents by the commission. Mr. RANDALL I desire to suggest to the gentleman trom Venn 
Mr. RANDALL. If the gentleman’s object is to get on with the bill sy lvania in charge of the bill the propriety of striking out the word 
I do not think that there is really any disposition to delay on this side | “* Medicinal. Phis article is used in medicine and the arts, but much 
of the House other than is necessary for a fair underst: unding : and con- | More in the arts than in medicine. The next line embraces the cal 
sideration of these different sections. In this instance, putting these | cined magnesia, Which is used as a medicine I move to amend by 
three together, the values of which are different, you confuse the rates | striking out the word ** medicinal 
by attempting to equalize them. They arearticles on which the rates} Mr. KELLEY. All right 
should be very different. The purpose for which they are used is dif- rhe amendment was agreed to. 
ferent. | Mr. TUCKER If gentlemen will look at the statement in this table 
Mr. TUCKER. Andif the gentleman from Pennsylvania will per- | with reference to the different classes of magnesia, they will tind the 
mit me to interrupt him, you will see that the Tariff Commission has | ™te of duty proposed on carbonate of magnesia is equivalent to 44.72 
put the rates there at 2} ‘ond 3 cents. | per cent. ad valorem. On the next item, ‘‘¢ ilcine d magnesia, it 1s 
Mr. KELLEY. Yes. | 34.28 per cent.; on the next, ‘‘effervescing citrate of magnesia it = 
Mr. TUCKER. Now, I propose to put the rate of duty on litharge at | 20 per cent. ; and on the next, ‘sulphate of magnesia or Epsom salt,’ 
2 cents, so as to make it about equal to the duty on the nitrate of lead | it 1s 30.79 per cent. There is no reason I can see why there should 


Magnesia, medicinal, carbonate of, 5 cents per pound 


and thereby equalize the ad valorem rates on all of them. | be a higher rate on the first mentioned than on the last ro 
Mr. KELLEY. The Committee on Ways and Means that framed the | Mr. RANDALL. There is no occasion at all for the item eff hag 
present tariff bill, that is, the bill under which the revenues are now | ing citrate of magnesia,’’ for none of it is imported; it requires to be 


collected, the Committee of the Whole House that considered it and the | fresh. ae : 
House that adopted it, put all of these at the same rate; and the pres- | Mr. TUCKER. I move to amend by striking out 5 cents and insert- 
ent Committee on Ways and Means, after considering the whole sub- | ing 4 cents; so that it will read: 

ject and the recommendations of the Tariff Commission, have reaffirmed | Magnesia, carbonate of, 4 cents per pound 

that method of imposing the duty. From that time down to the pres- I have no remarks to make on this amendment 
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duction from 5 cents to 4 cents would bring the duty to a little below 
40 per cent., which I think is enough for this article. 

Mr. KELLEY. The present duty is 6 cents. The commission rec- 
ommended 5 cents. The committee adopted 5 cents; and I hope the 
committee’s report will be sustained. 

The amendment was not agreed to. 

The Clerk read line 291, as follows 

Magnesia, calcined, 10 cents per pound. 

Mr. TUCKER. I offer the following amendment: 

Strike out “ 10 cents per pound” and insert “20 per cent, ad valorem.” 

The present rate of duty is 12 cents per pound. I propose tomake it 
“”) per cent. ad valorem, the same as the duty on the article next fol- 
low ing: 

Magnesia, effervescing citrate of. ‘ 

Mr. KELLEY. There is no relation between those two articles. 
The present duty on calcined magnesia is 12 cents per pound. The 
commission recommended 10 cents. The committee adopted 10 cents, 
and I hope that rate will be sustained. 

Mr. CARLISLE. The question is, what is the reason for having a 
higher duty on that item than on the next, on which there is a rate of 
20 per cent. ad valorem? My friend from Pennsylvania [Mr. KELLEY] 
asks us to vote for the recommendations of the commission. Now, my 
friend has himself been voting all morning against recommendations 
of the commission. 

Mr. HASKELL. Effervescing citrate of magnesia, it should be re- 
membered, has to come in bottles. 

Mr. RANDALL. It does not come at all. 

Mr. TUCKER. If gentlemen will examine the table they will find 
that the rate of duty on effervescing citrate of magnesia, which is now 
40 per cent., has been reduced to 20 per cent. by the committee. Why 
not reduce the rate on calcined magnesia, which is now 12 cents per 
pound, also to 20 per cent.? 

Mr. KELLEY. In that case there is the tax on the bottle in addi- 
tion. 

The amendment of Mr. TUCKER was not agreed to. 

The Clerk read lines 292 and 293, as follows: 

Magnesia, effervescing citrate of, 20 per cent.ad valorem. 

Mr. RANDALL. That might as well go out altogether. It is not 
imported, and if there is any imported it goes under the general clause. 

Mr. KELLEY. The present duty is 40 per cent. and the committee 
recommend a reduction to 20 percent. If you strike this out it re- 
mains at 40 per cent. 

Mr. RANDALL. If any of it comes in it will come in under the 
general clause at 25 per cent. I move teamend Sy striking out those 
lines. 

The amendment was not agreed to, 

The Clerk read lines 294 and 295, as follows: 

Magnesia, sulphate of, or Epsom salt, one-half of 1 cent per pound 

Mr. MILLS. I move to strike out that item. 

Only 9,422 pounds of this article were imported last year, and the 
entire revenue from it was $94.22. Under the committee's bill the 
estimated revenue is $47.11. This article is chiefly used as a medicine, 
and I move that it be stricken out in order that it may go on the free- 
list 

The question being taken on the amendment to strike out the item, 
it was not agreed to, 

The Clerk read lines 296, 297, and 298, as follows: 

Potash, crude, carbonate of or fused, saleratus, calcined or peurl ash, and 
caustic potash, 20 per cent, ad valorem, 

Mr. BEACH. I offer the following amendment: 

In line 296 strike out the word “ crude.” 

There are two good, strong, and sufficient reasons why crude potash 
should come in free of duty. 
merely state them. 

In the first place the farmers of this country demand cheap manures. 
In the second place it is our bounden duty to preserve American forests 
from further destruction. I hold in my hand an article cut from the 
New York Herald of yesterday, from which I would like to read a few 
words: 

Is IT IGNORANCE OR CHICANERY? 

Why did Congress in its collective wisdom place lumber on the free-list for the 
purpose of discouraging the wanton waste of our forests and yet maintain high 
duties on articles which are derived from woods? Potash isan important chem- 
ical which is largely derived from the burning of wood, although in Europe it is 
now being obtained from the residuum of the beet-sugar manufacture. Yet 
pote is taxed with a 20 per cent. duty, If Congress removes the duties from 

umber on the ground that the forests must be protected why retain high duties 
on those products which involve a large waste of wood in their manufacture? 
This is blowing hot and cold in the same breath. 

In addition to this I call attention to the fact that the experts sum- 
moned before the Tariff Commission were unanimous in their opinion 
that this article should come in free of duty. Mr. Klipstein, of Phila- 
delphia, at page 1962 of the Tariff Commission report, says: 

I would advise putting potash on the free-list on account of its importance in 


industry and also to preserve the forests, as its production here leads to a reck- 
less destruction of wood. 


ure of sugar from beet-roots and other residues, 


I do not propose to discuss them but will | 


Abroad it is made from the residue of the manufact- | 
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| Again, another expert, Mr. Ferguson, of Philadelphia, says: 

| Just here let me ask if it is not questionable legislation that would protect 
industry which requires exclusively for its raw material our noble forests om ~ 
Northwest? Would it not be the part of wisdom to allow our neighbors ac -~ 

| the border to supply our potashes as cheaply as possible? oes 

In the face of such testimony as this I do not see how we can consist 
ently impose the duty of 20 per cent. on this article. 

The question was taken upon the amendment of Mr. Beacu. 
was not to. 

Mr. WHEELER. I move to amend by striking out all after the 
word ‘‘ potash’’ in line 296, down to and including the word ‘ potash” 
| in line 297, and to insert in lieu thereof the words “of all kinds: ** so 
| that it will read: 

Potash, of all kinds, 20 per cent. ad valorem. 


Mr. Chairman, the high honor that was conferred upon me by the 
chairman of the Committee on Ways and Means was entirely unex- 
pected. The humble efforts I have made to induce the majority to con. 
sent to absolutely 


and it 


ESSENTIAL MODIFICATIONS 
of the bill now being considered, I hardly thought had attracted his 
attention. I have an earnest desire to see the tariff bill pass this session. 
and for that reason I have labored to have it so amended that members 
who regard the rights and interests of the people as paramount to al) 
considerations will be justified in giving it their support. 

I proposed the amendments to which the chairman of the committe: 
refers because | felt that they were proper and necessary. [I was not 
influenced by any sectional consideration, for nothing I have done, and 
nothing done by the people I represent, justifies any such insinuation. 
The people of Alabama are as free from sectional prejudice as any peo 
ple in the United States. They are not sectional in a geographical 
view nor in an industrial view. They ask for no law to specially aid 
their industries, and they have not opposed any laws which seek to 
| benefit industries of other sections. We have and always will oppos: 
| laws which attack the interest of the laboring people of any land, and 
| I urge the pending amendment because I conscientiously believe it to 
| be my duty to do so; and I say now to the gentlemen on the other side 
| of the House that they can not go before the country with a law so filled 
| with inconsistencies. You can not go before the country after supporting 
a bill which taxes an article of medicine nine-tenths of which is used }y 
the less prosperous classes more than you tax precisely the same article 
when used by the opulent and influential. 

This places the question squarely beforethe country. You can not say 
that the clause in lines 296 to 303 in any way benefits the industrial 
classes, and you can not escape being exposed before the people with 
the proof that you place a burden upon those classes, and at the sam 
time practically and substantially exempt those who are more fortunate 
in their worldly circumstances. Frame the bill so as to do justice to 
the fifty millions of people in the United States who work with thei 
hands for their daily bread; frame the bill so that the burden they bear 
shall be proportioned to the income they receive, and in some measure 
commensurate with the property they possess, and I will give the bill 
my most hearty support; but when you insist that the bill shall prac- 
tically tax a man who by labor earns $6 a week the same number of 
dollars it taxes one whose income is princely, you must admit that it is 
not worthy of my support. 

Page 33 of yesterday’s RECORD contains these words: 

Mr. WHEELER. On the statement of the chairman of the Committee on \Way- 
and Means [| Mr. Ke_iey}, | will withdraw that motion. 

I have great respect for any assertion from the distinguished gentle- 
man [Mr. KELLEY], but in addition I had just read from the New York 
press a very unjust statement, that I was delaying legislation. I had 
also just listened to the speech of my friend from Georgia [Mr. Srerr]. 
| pointedly charging this side of the House with obstructing the bill, and 
| to add to this, a member on this side of the House seemed not to coneui 
in my amendment. ‘To have insisted upon the amendment might have 
consumed much time, which I particularly desired to avoid; but | de- 
sire to say that I have not yet, in the slightest degree, changed my views 
regarding the importance and propriety of the change I proposed. 

The gentleman [Mr. KELLEY] was mistaken in saying that my fig 
ures were $150. I clearly said one dollar and a half, and our excellent 
and accurate stenographers so understood and so recorded it, and the 
gentleman from Massachusetts [Mr. RoBrnson ] states that he so under- 
stood it. 

On yesterday I listened with attention to the excellent speech of the 
| gentleman from Kentucky [Mr. McKenzir], but I did not concur in 

his delicate insinuation that the Committee on Ways and Means had 
| designs upon the lives of the good people of the malarial districts when 

they attempted to place so important a preventive o1 disease as we all 
_ know quinine to be beyond the financial reach of those of moderate 
means. I thought that he did the gentlemen of that committee great 
injustice, and I felt assured that the committee would hasten to cor 
rect so manifest an error. I chose to believe that such apparent) 
genial and kind-hearted gentlemen would not adopt such measures to 
confine the use of that valuable medicine to the fortunate and wealthy. 

But when the Republican members of the committee failed to vote 
with our side of the House upon the question, | admit my contidenc: 
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began to falter; and as I glanced a little further on in this remarkable 
document I was startled by the evidence it reveals, and my worst ap- 
srehensions are aroused as to the dire designs the committee may have 
and the deplorable fate that may be in store for the impecunious of our 
fellow-countrymen. 

The solemn conviction that the committee has determined to allow 
only the more wealthy to recover from sickness was finally foreed upon 
me when I read lines 300-303. There I found that an article when used 
for making soap was only taxed 20 cents on the dollar, but the same 
article if used to save life was taxed 25 cents on the dollar. 

Mr. Chairman, why was this done? Was it because after a three 
weeks’ sitting this measuring committee by accurate mensuration de- 
termined that life was worth just 25 per cent. more than soap? With- 
out pausing for a reply, I assert to the gentlemen of the House that 
under the provisions of the bill as it now stands if the manufacturers 
the class of men favored by every line of this bill—wish fleet-loods of 
potash they can get it of the committee by only payinga tax of 20 cents 
on the dollar; but if half of our poor but good honest citizens who live 
in New York, Philadelphia, Baltimore, or other cities were on the bed 
of death and a little medicine savored with potash would enable them 
to ‘‘straightway take up their beds and walk’ not one drop of this 
life nectar could pass their burning lips until this 25-cent tax is exacted 
by the gentlemen of this inexorable committee. 

Yes, Mr. Chairman, this singular feature of the bill enables a man to 
buy soap for 20 cents while for life he must pay 25 cents. ** Your 25 
cents or your life!’’ cries the committee, to every sick and dying man 
in our once free America, for whom a physician has prescribed medi- 
cine in which potash is an ingredient. With aching heart, | concluded 
that our poor people probably had best come at once and surrender their 
25-cent lives to the committee. But I could not help wondering by 


what plan the committee proposed that those who had not the 25 cents | 


to buy life were to reap any substantial benefit from the use of the 20- 
cent soap that the wisdom of the committee placed within their grasp. 


The amazement of some of my fellow-legislators causes me to fear that | 


they doubt the correctness of my statement. Let these skeptics read. 
They will see that line 300 taxed potash for medicinal purposes at 25 
cents on the dollar, and that line 302 taxes potash for manuiacturers only 
20 cents on the dollar. 

Here, Mr. Chairman, the same article called potash is taxed 25 cents 
on the dollar if used for medicine to save life, and only 20 cents on the 
dollar if used by this favored manufacturer to make soap. One expla 
nation for this discrimination might be this: that while the committee 
exactingly charges 25 cents for a poor man’s life, they only charge the 


manufacturer 20 cents for the potash used by him, if he wishes to make | 


soap of the poor man’s corpse. Is this the retribution visited upon the 


sovereigns of our land for refusing to cast administrative tickets last | 


November? Does the Committee of Ways and Means propose by this 


clause to so reduce the bone and sinew of this free country as to reverse | 
in 1884 the terrible holocaust of Republican hopes which befell them in | 
Has the leading committee of the House transferred itself into | 


1882? 
an electioneering body, and are these the ways and is this the means 
adopted by them to accomplish their purposes ? 


order against this paragraph. It would have been well taken, for cer- 
tainly the clause usurps the province of the Elections Committee and 
clearly invades its prerogative. 

Mr. Chairman, precisely the same character of discrimination against 
life and health and in favor of the manuiacturer, which I have endeay- 
ored to depict, will be found again in lines 384 and 386. There, Mi 
Chairman, the committee include all chemical compounds, acids, and 
saltsin their unjust partiality. What will be developed as we progress 
with this remarkable investigation? What hidden dynamite and ex- 
plosive torpedoes, what pitfalls by which the lives of whole communi- 
ties may be destroyed will yet be unearthed, time and perseverance alone 
can reyeal; but keeping in mind that vigilance is the price of liberty, 
we will firmly, but with caution, continue the examination of the intri- 
cate mechanism which, though made with hands, shall it be eternal ? 
That, Mr. Chairman, isthe momentous question now under consideration 

{Here the hammer fell. ] 

The question was taken upon the amendment of Mr. WitrreLer. and 
it was not agreed to. 

The Clerk read as follows: 

Potash, bicarbonate of, 25 per cent. ad valorem 

Potash, all salts of, fit for medicinal use, not otherwise provided for in this act, 
2 per cent, ad valorem. 

Mr. HASKELL. I move to amend the last paragraph read by the 
Clerk by striking out the words ‘‘fit for medicinal use,’’ and also to 
strike out the word “‘five;’’ so that the paragraph will read: 

Potash, all salts of, not otherwise provided for in this act, 20 per cent. ad va- 
lorem. 

The amendment was agreed to. 

Mr. TUCKER. If it is proper for me now to move a further amend- 
ment, I will do so by moving to strike out ‘‘twenty’’ and inserting 
“ fifteen;’’ so as to reduce the rate of duty from what it now stands in 
the bill. 


The amendment was not agreed to. 


I expected to see the | 
handsome South Bend gentleman rise in his seat and lodge a point of 
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The Clerk read as follows 

Potash, all salts of, used in the arts and manufactures, 20 per cent. ad valorem 

Mr. HASKELL 

Mr. TUCKER 
tion? 

Mr. HASKELL 

Mr. TUCKER. 

Mr. HASKELL 

Mr. ROSECRANS. I desire to move an amendment to the amend 
ment of the gentleman from Kansas [Mr. HASKELL]. What want is 
to except chloride of potassium. If the gentleman will include that in 
his amendment I will not offer mine 

Mr. HASKELL. [| would suggest to the gentleman from California 
[Mr. RosEcRANS] to make a new item of his amendment. The para 
| graph under consideration relates to potash used in the arts and manu 
factures, and if this clause is stricken out that article will come in un 
der the general clause. 

Mr. TUCKER. The general clause to which the gentleman reters | 
understand to be the one we have just passed, which provides on ** pot 
ash, all salts of, not otherwise provided for in this act, 20 per cent 
valorem.”’ 

Mr. HASKELL. Yes; all salts used for the arts and sciences will 
come in at 20 per cent. ad valorem. My first amendment reduced the 
rate 5 per cent., and if this clause is stricken out the article will he 
included in the general clause. 

Mr. TUCKER. I think that the duty on all these salts of potash 
used in the arts and manufactures should be reduced 

The CHAIRMAN. The question is on the amendment of the gentle 
man trom K-nsas, to strike out the paragraph; and the gentleman from 
| California (Mr. RosEcRANS] has indicated his desire to offer an 
ment. 

Mr. TUCKER. | 1 desire to move to amend the clause whieh the geu 
| tleman from Kansas proposes to strike out 
The CHAIRMAN. The Chair will 
| moment. 

Mr. ROSECRANS. 1] move to amend the clause by inserting, atte: 
the words ‘‘ all salts of,’’ the words ‘‘« xeept chloride ot potassium 
Mr. HASKELL. Thatamendment has no sort of connection with m\ 
| motion, which is to strike out two lines. If the gentleman will read 
the clause carefully he will see that his amendment will do no good 
| The question was taken upon the amendment of Mi 
| and it was not agreed to. 


I move 


to strike out the paragraph just read 
Will the 


gentleman tell us the purpose of that mo 
It is to include this article in the general clause 


What will be the rate of duty on it? 
Twenty per cent 


ad 


amend 


recognize the gentleman in a 


ROSECRAN 


| 

| Mr. TUCKER. I desire to move an amendment 

| Mr. HASKELL. If thegentleman will permit the lines to bestricken 
| out, then he can move to insert a new line 

| Mr. TUCKER. I would suggest to the gentleman to withdraw his 
| motion to strike out, and allow me to move to amend the paragraph 
| by striking out the word ‘‘twenty”’ and inserting ** fifteen,’ so as te 


make the rate of duty 15 per cent 

Mr. Chairman, the saltsof potash are used in the arts and manutfaet 
} ures; and whenever you cheapen an article entering into the arts on 
manufactures, you thereby cheapen the ultimate product and thus ben 
efit the consuming classes 


The question being taken on the amendment of Mir. ThCKER, it was 
not agreed to. 

The amendment of Mr. HASKELL was agreed to 

The Clerk read as follows 

Potash, all salts of, used inthe arts and manufactures, 20 per cent. ad valoren 

Chlorate of, 3 cents per pound 

lodide, iodate or hydriod ite, KH cents per pound 

Prussiate of, red, 10 cents per pound 

Prussiate of, yellow, 5 cents per pound 

Nitrate of, or saltpeter, crude, one-half of L cent per pound 

Nitrate of, or refined, | and one-half of 1 cent per pound 

Suiphate of | potash}, 20 per cent. ad valorem 

Mr. BEACH 1 move to amend by inserting, after the words ul 
| phate of,”’ in line 311, the words ** containing over 30 per cent. of ab 


solute potash.’’ 

In the schedule prepared by the Committee on Ways and Means the 
present rate upon sulphate of potash is put down at 20 per cent., and 
by the table showing the rates of duty under existing law I find there 

| is no duty whatever at present upon sulphate of potash 

Now, the amendment which | have offered is intended to 
of duty the lower grades of sulphate of potash. These 
used for commercial fertilizers; and there is no object thet | can see in 

| putting a duty upon them, except to enrich the manufactures 
mercial fertilizers and despoil the farmer ¢ 
The Committee on Ways and Means has already put upon the tree 
list articles intended expressly for fertilizers and manures. One ex¢ep 
| tion was brought to our attention the other day—acidulated phosphat« 
of lime; and that was restored to the free-list by the almost unanimou 
vote of this Committee of the Whole I now propose that we continue 
| in the same direction and put this article, when it contains less than 
per cent. of absolute potash, upon the tree-list 

The amendment of Mr. BEACH w 

The Clerk read as follows 


Hydrate or ceustic 


adinit tree 
sulphates are 


ot com 


yt 
as not agreed to 


three-cuarterse of 1 cent per pound 
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Mr. KELLEY. I am instructed by the Committee on Ways and 
Means to move toamend bystriking out, inthe line justread, the words 
‘three-quarters of,’’ so as to make the duty 1 cent per pound. The 
present rate is 1} cents per pound; the rate proposed by the commission 
is 1 cent per pound. The amendment I now propose makes the duty 
conform to the recommendation of the commission. 

Mr. TUCKER. The present rate of duty upon this article, as the 
ygentleman has said, is 1} cents per pound, which amounts to an ad va- 
lorem rate of 66 per cent. The rate of duty proposed in the bill of the 
committee is 33 per cent. The gentleman from Pennsylvania proposes 
to raise the rate to 44 per cent. I think that is toohigh. There is no 
reason Why the rate should be so high as 44 per cent. I hope the amend- 
ment will be rejected. 

Mr. DINGLEY. Mr. Chairman, I move to amend the amendment 
by striking out the last word. I hope this proposition to increase the 
duty as reported by the Committee on Ways and Means will not pre- 
vail. Caustic soda is the element principally used in the manufacture 
of wood-pulp; and the duty on wood-pulp has been decreased by the 
committee. It seems to me this proposition to raise the duty on caustic 
soda should not be adopted. 

Mr. KELLEY. I desire to say that with the modification which I 
propose there will be a reduction of 33 per cent. upon the existing duty. 
The rate named in the bill is one-half of the existing rate and 25 per 
cent. below the rate proposed by the commission. If we reduce the duty 
so low as three-fourths of a cent per pound, we shall destroy the whole 
supply of the American article for the wood-pulp factories. 

Mr. DINGLEY. Iam willing tostand by the report of the Commit- 
tee on Ways and Means in this matter, which makes the duty three- 
fourths of a cent per pound. I think it ought not to be increased. 

Mr. BAYNE. Mr. Speaker, there is in my district a large establish- 
ment engaged in making this article. I am advised by the gentleman 
having that establishment in charge that if this duty be reduced to 
three-fourths of a cent per pound it will necessitate the abandonment 
of business at that establishment. It employs five hundred and fifty 
men; and there has grown up about it a town comprising a population 
of about 1,400. 

The quantity made by this establishment is not great. It is pursu- 
ing business industriously and laboriously, competing with an immense 
importation of the product from Europe. This is comparatively anew 
industry. It is building itself up. Its inauguration in this country 
has had the effect of reducing prices to the consumer just about one- 
half. The establishment of this business in Pennsylvania and in other 
sections of the Union has brought down the price of this material ab- 
solutely one-half, perhaps more than one-half, to the consumers of the 
eountrv. 

Che gentleman who has this establishment in charge, and whom I 
personally know—a gentleman who would not for the sake of this in- 
dustry or for the sake of anything else misrepresent a fact within his 
knowledge—asserts most positively that if this reduction be made that 
enterprise will have to be abandoned. 

I do hope the committee will be sustained in the amendment pro- 
posed by the chairman, 

Mr. DINGLEY, by unanimous consent, withdrew his pro forma 
amendment. 

The question recurred on Mr. KELLEY’s amendment. 

Che committee divided; and there were—ayes 60, noes 61. 

Mr. KELLEY demanded tellers. 

Tellers were ordered; and Mr, CARLISLE and Mr. HASKELL were ap- 
pointed. 

The committee again divided; and the tellers reported—ayes 85, 
noes 7S. 

So the amendment was agreed to. 

The Clerk read as follows: 

Sulphate, known as salt cake, crude or refined, or niter cake, crude or refined, 
and Glauber's salt, one-quarter of 1 cent per pound. 

Mr. ROBINSON, of Massachusetts. I offer the following amendment: 

in lines 321 and $22 strike out ‘Salt cake, crude or refined, or niter cake, crude 
orrefined, and;"’ so it will read : “ Sulphate, known as Glauber's salt, one-quarter 
of 1 cent per pound.” 

Mr. Chairman, if I can have the attention of the chairman of the Com- 
mittee on Ways and Means, and of other members of the House, I can 
satisfy them that has gotin there by mistake. Thestatutesat the present 
time impose a duty of one-half cent per pound on the sulphate of soda 
known as Glauber’s salt, a very common product. The rate now fixed 
is one-quarter of 1 cent per pound, and that is a reduction, but in mak- 
ing that reduction, which is entirely proper, the clause of the bill in- 
cludes the words “salt cake, crude or refined,’’ and that is a very cheap 
and coarse product which is now under the clause at 20 per cent. ad 
valorem. lf it is put upto one-quarter of a cent per pound it would be 
at the rate of 404) per cent., which is wholly unintentional that that 
coarse and cheap product should be put ata higher rate of duty where it 
does not belong. I do not think any one will claim that. 

Mr. HASKELL. That is an error. 

Mr. KELLEY. Itisan error adepted by the committee from the 
report of the Tariff Commission; but it is an evident error, and the 
amendment should be adopted. 

The amendment of Mr. Roptnson, of Massachusetts, was agreed to. 


| 





| the South that I have offered this motion. 


The Clerk read as follows: 

Soda, all salts of, fit for medicinal use, not otherwise provided for 
25 per cent. ad valorem. oF tm this act, 

Mr. TUCKER. I moveto strike out “‘ five,’”’ so it will read ‘ 
cent. ad valorem.”’ It is to put the salts of soda upon the 
as the salts of potash. 

The committee divided; and there were—ayes 49, noes 5y, 

Mr. TUCKER demanded tellers. 

Tellers were ordered; and Mr. TUCKER and Mr. HASKELL were ap 
pointed. 

The committee again divided; and the tellers reported~ayes 49 
noes 80. 

So the amendment was disagreed to. 

The Clerk read as follows: 

All dyes and colors, by whatever name known, of which the distinctive chem. 
ical structures and tinctorial qualifications are the product of artifici 
thetical fabrication, 35 cents per pound and 20 per cent. ad valorem. 

Mr. BUCHANAN. I move, in line 343, to strike out ‘‘35 cents per 
pound and.’’ 

Now, Mr. Chairman, this is an article from which a large amount of 
revenue has been received in the past. Itis an article which has brought 
in more than a million of dollars a year. It is one that is largely used 
in many of our manufacturing establishments. It is an article that is 
manufactured very little by any one in the United States. I will read 
from the report made by a special agent of the Treasury Department to 
the Secretary of the Treasury: 

‘The expericiuce of the last eighteen years has, I regret to say, shown that a 
high protective duty has not resulted in the building up of anything worthy of 
the name of an aniline color industry in this country, notwithstanding it is un 
derstood that there is an abundance of the raw materials here, and aniline oi! 
and arseniate of aniline have been admitted free of duty. There are, to be sure, 
a few small concerns making certain classes of colors, but these employ so few 
people and produce such limited quantities of dyes as hardly to amount to an 
industry worth protecting at the expense, at least, of burdening and crippling 
the vast industries devoted to the manufacture of textile fabrics, as we}! as to 
putting a tax upon the consumers of such fabrics. 

Having, after much inquiry and experience, ascertained begun question that 
aniline dyes imported into the country have been largely undervalued, and that 
it is practically impossible to te ap such undervaluation so long as they are 
subject to an ad valorem duty high enough to present any inducement of conse- 
quences for undervaluing, Iam convinced that it would be advisable to retain 
the specific feature with an ad valorem rate suflicient only to serve as an equal- 
izer, and not to exceed 15 per cent. [ have thought that 25 cents per pound and 
15 per cent. ad valorem would be as high rate as could be asked for purposes of 
protection. This would amount to near 40 per cent. on a very liberal proportion 
of the dyes most used, and to about 60 per cent. upon some of them. 


The committee here have recommended a higher duty than the com 


*20 per 
same footing 


al or syn 


mission. The commission recommended a duty only amounting to, 40 
per cent. ad valorem. This bas been highly protected. The duty now 


. 


is 50 cents per pound and 35 per cent. ad valorem, and yet with all that 
protection the increase in the industry has amounted to almost nothing. 

This is used in the manufacture of woolen, in the manufacture of cot- 
ton, in the manufacture of paper, in the manufacture of silks, and indeed 
has superseded in a great degree most of the vegetable and animal dyes 
used in the past. It is used instead of cochineal, it is used instead of 
madder, it is used in almost every industry. It isa great burden for 
the manufacturing interests to bear and for the consumers of the coun- 
try to pay. 

Mr. HASKELL rose. 

Mr. KASSON. Before the gentleman from Kansas proceeds, | wish 
to call the attention of the committee to the fact that the words ‘‘ not 
otherwise provided under this act’’ are omitted, and I think they should 
be inserted. 

Mr. HASKELL. In reference to this matter of aniline dyes, my 
friend has been reading from one branch of the question only. 

Mr. BUCHANAN. I have three others here which I can read if the 
gentleman desires to hear them, if I can get the time. 

Mr. HASKELL. You may find a half-dozen others; but the fact is 
that the manufacturers need this for the reason that this aniline dye is 
developing as a productive industry in this country. The entire prod- 
uct abroad is controlled by as great a monopoly as there is in this 
world; and this is to prevent them from breaking down our factories 
in this country; to protect the men who have invested capital and en- 
terprise in the establishment of works here and are making vigorous 
efforts for the manufacture of these dyes. We have largely reduced the 
rate from the duty under the present tariff, as the gentleman will find; 
but we still hold that, at the request of everybody interested in it, this 
duty should be imposed of 35 cents per pound and 20 per cent. ad 
valorem in order that the American manufacturers may be able to go 
on and develop this industry. There are several large manufactories 
of these dyes in this country, and this provision of the bill is one that 
is absolutely essential to the best interests of the woolen and cotton 
manufacturers as they understand it. These articles enter largely into 
their products. There are some other measures further on in relation 
to these duties which I think the committee when we reach them will 
be willing to take action on in the direction indicated by the gentle- 
man from Georgia. But in this case I hope the recommendation of the 
committee will remain, and that this will be retained as it is. 

Mr. BUCHANAN. The cotton manufacturers in my part of the 
country are not in favor of retaining high protective duties on these 
aniline dyes; and it is in the interest of these cotton manufacturers of 
I yope it will be adopted. 
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The CHAIRMAN. Debate upon the pending amendment is ex- 


hausted. : 
Mr. CARLISLE. I move to strike out the last word. For about 
eighteen years we have had a duty on these dyes of 50 cents a pound 


and 35 per cent. ad valorem, which upon the lower orcheaper classes of 


years of high protection that the law has given to this particular in- 
iustry has been the establishment of only jour or five, or possibly six, 
manufactories in this country. Most of them, however, make very 


the manufacture of salts, &e. There is one large establishment in 


Albany which has a very extensive plant, which makes a single one of | 


shese dyes, the aniline red ; and now it is proposed instead of 40 per 
cent. ad valorem, the rate proposed by the Tariff Commission, to make 


it 35 cents per pound and 20 per cent. ad valorem, preserving in this | 


instance one of the most odious features of the present law, which is 
the compound rates of duty. The cost of these dyes abroad ranges 
from 21 cents up to five and six dollars per pound. 

Mr. HASKELL. And some of them are a great deal more than that. 

Mr. CARLISLE. And on the lower grades of these dyes, the cheaper 
classes, the duty proposed by this clause of the bill which the gentleman 
from Georgia proposes now to amend is over 185 per cent. 

Mr. HASKELL. The trouble is not there; itis that the high-priced 
dyes are entered largely as medicines, paints, &c. 

“Mr. CARLISLE. The trouble is that the lowest rates of duty in 
proportion to the value of the article are imposed upon the higher and 
better goods, and the cheaper grades are almost invariably subjected to 
the very highest rates of duty, the result of which is that the duty on 
the lower grades are almost absolutely prohibitory. That is the case 
here. Take, for instance, the maroon dye, worth to-day, as I am in- 
formed, 21 cents per pound. It is proposed to impose upon that cheap 
article a duty of 35 cents a pound and 20 per cent. ad valorem, equiva- 
lent, as I have just said, to more than 185 per cent. 

Now, Mr. Chairman, if after eighteen years of the highest kind of 
high protection our people have not been able to engage successfully in 
the manufacture of these dyes it seems to me that every consideration 
of sound policy, of wise statesmanship, and of justice to the other in- 
dustries interested in the use of these articles in this country demands 
a reduction of the duties. 

Mr. HASKELL. We propose to put alizarine on the free-list 

Mr.CARLISLE. Why take alizarine from the free-list and put a 
duty on it here ? 

Mr. HASKELL I will explain to the gentleman—— 

Mr.CARLISLE. You have put aniline oil on the dutiable list, which 
is the basis of all of these dyes. 

Mr. HASKELL. We propose also to put that on the free-list. 

Mr. CARLISLE. Why was it not done in committee when we had 
the matter before us and it was proposed there? Aniline oil is the basis 
of these dyes; it is the material used in manufacturing them. 

Mr. HASKELL. Iam perfectly willing in every instance where it 
can be done without gross injustice to anybody else to put them on the 
free-list or put them on at a lower rate of duty. 

Mr. ROBINSON, of Massachusetts. Aniline oil and artificial alizar- 
ine are to be put on the free-list, as the gentleman from Kansas says. 

Mr. CARLISLE. But what justice would there be in putting aniline 


| lishments, representing twenty-four States of the Union ard every sec- 


dyes and colors is absolutely prohibitory, and the result of these long | 


tion of the Union, in which they pray for a reduction of these duties 
Mr. HASKELL. And we give it. 
Mr. ELLIS. Let us see if you do. 
Mr. HASKELL. They do not ask for an abolition of them. 
Mr. ELLIS. They say: 
rhe present rate of duty, which is 35 per cent. ad valorem and 50 cents per 
pound, was fixed when aniline dyes sold at a high price, since which time they 


| have been very much reduced, so that the present rate of duty is not adapted te 
small quantities of dyes of this kind and are engaged principally in | 


nor does it correspond with the present prices, but has been oppressive, injurious 
to business, and in the case of many of the cheaper dyes is almost or quite pro 


hibitory. 


} 


| 


| 





| absolutely injurious to their business, and pray for 


Mr. HASKELL. We reduce the rates from 50 cents to 35 cents per 
pound and from 35 per cent. to 20 per cent. ad valorem in obedience to 
that petition. 

Mr. ELLIS. 


Now, Mr. Chairman, these individuals and these cor 


| porations engaged in the manufacture of cotton and woolen stuffS in 


les 18 


every section of the Union say that the duty upon these articles 
a& reduction 

Mr. HASKELL. And we give the reduction 

Mr. ELLIS. ‘These articles enter into the manutieture of cotton 
stuffs and woolen stufis, the clothing of the people, especially into the 
manufacture of eotton stuffs, which is unquestionab! 


ably the summer 
clothing of the poor of the country. 

If there is any aspiration which the United States should have it is 
te control the cotton business of the world; and everything which tends 


to make the manufacture of these cotton stuffs cheap, everything which 
tends to cheapen them, is not only for the benefit of the poor people ot 
the country, the laboring people of the country, for whose interests and 
richts the gentleme n onthe other side seem to have so peculiar a ul so 
generous an interest, but it isin the direction of enabling the A an 
manufacturer to compete successfully with the English manufactures 
and to meet him in the markets of the world 
For these reasons I believe the rates on these dyes should be reduced 
|toaminimum. They ought to be put on the free-list, because these 
duties bear heavily on the people who wear cotton stuffs, and are a 
stumbling-block to the triumphant march of American supremacy in 
controlling the cott m trade and the cotton manufacturing of the world 
Mr. KELLEY. Mr. Chairman, those w hore} resented the cotton man 


ufacturers and the woolen manutacturers of the country before the Com 
| mittee on Ways and Means diflered with the ge man from Louis 
ana [Mr. ELLIs] and appeared to think that the reductions we had 
made here were satisfactory Chey had two aspirations, one to reduce 
the cost of articles, and the other to make their country and its man- 
ufacturers independent of foreign monopol) They believed that the 
production of aniline colors in this country is entirely possible, but that 
as it depends on many experiments and the slow application of chemi 
cal tests the art should be fostered. They therefore said that a reduc 





oil—the base of all these dyes—on the free-list, and giving the men | \feans and maintain the present tariff on these articles intact 


who may be engaged in their manufacture in this country the advan- 
tage of the enormous rates of duty you impose upon the dyes them- 
selves ? 

Mr. ROBINSON, of Massachusetts. 
goes, is it not? 

Mr. CARLISLE. Certainly it is; but reduction on the raw material 
ought to be followed by reduction on the article manufactured trom it. 
Put the chemical basis of the dyes upon the free-list and reduce the 
rates of duty upon the dyes themselves, so that the consumers may reap 
the advantage of the reduction. But you propose to put the aniline 
oil and alizarine upon the free-list and make the duties upon the lower 
priced dyes prohibitory. 

The CHAIRMAN. Debate upon the pending amendment is ex- 
hausted. 

Mr.CHACE. The gentleman from Kentucky is confounding the arti- 
ficial alizarine with aniline oil; the monopoly is on the alizarine. 

The CHAIRMAN. Does the gentleman from Rhode Island rise to 
oppose the amendment ? 

Mr. CHACE. No; I rose to correct the gentleman from Kentucky. 

Mr. CARLISLE. I did not confound aniline oil with artificial aliz- 
arine, They are different articles. 

Mr. ELLIS. I renew the pro forma amendment. 

The statement was made by the gentleman from Kansas [ Mr. HaAs- 
KELL] of the Ways and Means Committee, as I understood him, that the 
manufacturers of this country were in favor of retaining the duty upon 
these dyes. 


Mr. HASKELL. Upon the aniline dyes. 





But that is good as far as it | 


of the country, 


tion from 50 cents per pound specific duty to 35 cents per pound, and 
from 35 per cent. additional ad valorem duty to 20 percent. ad valorem 
duty, would accomplish both purposes, would foster and develop a man- 
ufacture in this country which is now growing with surprising rapidity 
For in 1870 there had been no attempt at manufacturing either ; 
ine, aniline oil, or any of their products. And now we 
mitted, half a dozen successful establishments 

I hope the committee wiil stand by the Committe: 


ulizar 


have, is ad 


as 
on Ways and 
Mr. ELLIS. I withdraw the pro forma amendment 

Mr. TUCKER. I rer it 

The gentleman from Kansas [ Mr. HASKELL] has said that when the 
Committee of the Whole reach the matters of alizarine and aniline oil 
he proposes to move to put those on the free-list. Now, if the Com 
mittee on Ways and Means were justilied in putting the duty on these 
tinctorial preparations, as they are here denominated, of 47 per cent., 
with the raw materials of alizarine and aniline oil at 10 and 20 per 
cent., if you take those materials off the dutiable list and put them on 
the free-list, is there any reason why you should not reduce 
on the perfected article? 

Mr. HASKELL. You can not make these 
is not the raw material of that manufacture 
set of dyes. 

Mr. TUCKER. I go on to sayif you look atthe enormous extent to 
which these dyes enter into the value of the woolen and cotton products 
which are consumed in the country you will see how important it is, 
having regard to the consuming as well as to the manufacturing interests 
that the manufacturers of those goods should get these 


Ww 
W 


the duties 


It 


st anothe r 


dyes from aniline oil 


his be long 


| dyes, inthenatureofraw material tothem, at the cheapest rate possible. 


Mr. ELLIS. Now, I holdin my hand, and I presume it is genuine, a | 


petition which comes from the consumers of these dyes throughout the 


United States, and whichds signed by two hundred and eighty-five estab- | 


Therefore I shall vote for the amendment which has been proposed by 
the gentleman from Georgia [ Mr. BUCHANAN], in order to reduce the 
duty upon the foreign dyes and keep down the price of the domestic 
dyes. I think the amendment is important in that view, and I trust 
the Committee of the Whole will sustain it. 

Mr. ELLIS. I ask unanimons consent toprint in full the document 
from which I quoted a few moments ago. 

There was no objection. The paper is as follows: 

The undersigned, consumers of aniline dyes in the United States, carn 
estly request that the duty on the same be reduced, and that it be fixed at a rate 


Sik 
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of not more than 25 per cent. ad valorem, and the following reasons why such 
action should be taken without delay are respectfully submitted ; 

I. The present rate of duty, which is 35 per cent. ad valorem and 50 cents per 

,ound, was fixed when aniline dyes sold at a high price, since which time they 
— been very much reduced, so that the present rate of duty is not adapted to 
nor does it correspond with the present prices, but has become oppressive, in- 
jurious to business, and in the case of many of the cheaper dyes is almost or quite 
prohibitory 

ll, That the present rate of duty is not required for protection, for the reason 
that a duty of 25 per cent, ad valorem woall 
rate meets the case of paints and colors now, nor is the present rate believed to 
be advantageous to the revenue, it being understood by those who have studied 
the subject that a lower rate of duty would yield a larger amount of revenue 
than is now collected from the articles in question. 

lil. That the present rate of duty has the effect to restrict the trade and seri- 
ously interfere with the operations of the American consumer, often amounting 
to a tax of 140 per cent, or more on aniline dyes used by them in the processes 
of manufacture. 

IV. That the dyes in question should be regarded, ina degree at least, as being 
in the nature of raw material, to be worked into American manufactures, and 
that this view should control in fixing the duty—this has heretofore been the 
policy of the Government—ali other dyes but aniline dyes being now admitted 
either free or at a rate of duty not exceeding 10 per cent. 

V. That the present rate of duty on aniline dyes deprives the consumers in 
this country of valuable dyes, either by preventing their importation or by put- 
ting the price so high as to make it unprofitable to use them, which amounts to 
a hardship of such magnitude as in the opinion of the undersigned to entitle the 
parties interested to speedy relief. 

VI. We further represent that in our opinion an ad valorem duty is preferable 
to a specific duty forthe reason that the prices of dyes have so wide a range that 
a duty of 10 cents per pound would amount to 1 per cent, on one dye and to 60 
per cent, on another, and it seems to us impossible that the case can be met and 
the rights and requirements of the trade provided for by a specific duty, 

All of which is respectfully submitted 

Vew York.—Garner & Co,, calico manufacturers, New York; Manhattan Print 
Works, sutinet printers, Worthen & Aldrich, New York; Harmony Print Works, 
sitinet printers, George W. Wight, New York; Empire Print Works, satinet 
printers, Worthen & Aldrich, New York; Bronx Company, calico printers, T. 


fully answer that purpose, as that | 


| facturers, William W. Dunnell, treasurer, Pawtucket; Peckham Manufac 


facturers, W. R. Wood, treasurer, Sacarappa; Guilford Woolen Mills, woole 

manufacturers, John R. Pollock, agent, Guilford; Piscataquis Woolen Mill. 
woolen manufacturers, John R. Pollock, agent, Guilford; Saco River Woo} 4 
Company, woolen manfacturers, F. H. Hargraves, agent, West Buxton: J. hu), 
inson, woolen manufacturers, Oxford; Mayo & Sons, woolen manufacturer. 
Foxcroft; Fansworth Company, woolen manufacturers, L. B. Burril] agent. 
Lisbon; Lewiston Bleachery and Dye Works, James Dempsey, agent. ice. 
ton. 

Rhode Island.—Conant Thread Company, cotton manufacturers, H. Conant 
treasurer, Pawtucket; John W. Slater, cotton manufacturer, Slatersville: Rot, 
ert D. Mason & Co., dyers, Pawtucket; Clyde Bleachery and Print Works, calico, 
manufacturers, S. H. Greene & Sons, Robert Reoch, superintendent, River- 
point; Oriental Print Works, calico manufacturers, A. Dumaresq, treasi 
ponaug; Richmond Manufacturing Com 
mond, treasurer, Providence; Dunnell 


iver, Ap 
y, calico manufacturers, FE. Rip 
anufacturing Company, calico manu- 
ur- 
ing Company, woolen manufacturers, ro} American Worsted taeees 
woolen manufacturers, P. H. Brown, agent, Woonsocket; Daniel Day & (¢ 
woolen manufacturers, Providence ; Driver & Laraway, woolen manufacturers 
Mapleville; Hughesdale Manufacturing Company, woolen manufacturers, Jol), 
ston; Taft, Weeden & Co., woolen manufacturers, Providence ; Valley Worsted 
Mills, woolen manufacturers, W. J, Cross, treasurer, Providence; Paine « 
Sacket, woolen manufacturers, Providence ; Charles Fletcher, woolen manufact. 


| urer, Providence; Central Falls Woolen Mill, woolen manufacturers, Georo: 
ree 


A. Seagraves, treasurer, Lincoln; J. P. Campbell & Co., woolen manufacturers. 


| Providence; Eagle Dye Works, dyers, Pawtucket ; Providence Dyeing, Bleacn 


Bolton, jr., manager, New York; Empire Mill, cotton manufacturers, W. Nuttall, | 


Cohoes; J. H. Parsons, cotton manufacturer, Cohoes ; Globe Woolen Company, 
woolen manufacturers, Robert Middleton, president, Utica; Auburn Woolen Com- 
pany, woolen manufacturers, William G, Wise, treasurer, Auburn; Canoga 
Woolen Company, woolen manufacturers, William G. Wise, treasurer, Auburn; 
Waterloo Manufacturing Company, woolen manufacturers, 8S. Warner, secretary, 
Waterloo; J. Joslin, woolen manufacturer, Schaghticoke; W. W. Trask, 
woolen manufacturer, Newburgh; Orange County Woolen Company, woolen 
mantfacturers, James Harrison, Newburgh; James Taylor,woolen manufacturer, 
Newburgh; W. F.Keefer, woolen manufacturer, Camillus; Frisbie & Stansfield, 
woolen manufacturers, Camden; Harris Manufacturing Company, limited, 
woolen manufacturers, Samuel Harris, treasurer, Catskill; Hop-o-Nose Knitting 
Company, woolen manufacturers, Samuel! Harris, treasurer, Catskill; C. W. 
Rockwell & Co., woolen manufacturers, Rockwell Mills; Crabtree & Patchett, 
woolen manufacturers Montgomery: James Roy & Co., woolen manufacturers, 
John FP. Roy, treasurer, West Troy; Carroll & Co., woolen manufacturers, Mat- 
teawen; Hall F. Baldwin, woolen manufacturer, Yonkers; Oswego Falls Manu- 
facturing Company, woolen manufacturers, Fulton; Stephan Sanford, carpet 
huatnufacturer, Amsterdam; Shuttleworth Brothers, carpet manufacturers, Am- 
~terdum; Joseph Barber & Sons, carpet manufacturers, Auburn; Nye & Wait, 
carpet manufacturers, Auburn; C. M. & G. P. Pelton, carpet manufacturers, 
Poughkeepsie; Bb. 8. Higgins & Co., carpet manufacturers, New York; Barrett, 
Nephews & Co., dyeing establishment, Abm. ©. Wood, treasurer, New York; 
New York Dyeing and Printing Establishment, J. T. Young, president, New 
York; Barretts, Palmer & Heal, dyeing establishment, Il. B. Palmer, president, 
New York; Louis Dejonge & Co., paper manufacturers, New York; Wilkinson 
Brothers & Co., paper manufacturers, New York; T. FE. James, wall-paperman- 
ufucturer, New York; F, Beck & Co., wall-paper manufacturers, New York; J. 
Ss. Rockwell & Co., leather manufacturers, New York; Charles E. Johnson & 
Co.. ink manufacturers, New York; Thad, Davids & Co., ink manufacturers, 
New York; James P. Barnett, paint and color manufacturer, New York. 

Vew Jersey.—Millville Manufacturing Company, cotton manufacturers, George 
Wood, president, Millville; May’s Landing Water Power Company, cotton man- 
ufacturers, George Wood, president, May’s Landing; R. & H. Adams, cotton 
manufacturers, Paterson; The Gloucester Manufacturing Company, calico man- 
ufacturers, George A, Heyl, president, Gloucester; Ancona Printing Company, 
ealico manufacturers, George A. Heyl, president, Gloucester; Reid & Barry, cal- 
ico manufacturers, Passaic; Raritan Woolen Mills, woolen manufacturers, Rari- 
tan; Somerset Manufacturing Company, woolen manufacturers, Raritan; Wa- 
terhouse Bros., woolen manufacturers, Passaic; Robert Beattie & Sons, carpet 
manufacturers, Littl Falls; The Dolphin Manufacturing Company, jute manu- 
facturers, John Sloane, president, Paterson. 

Connection’. Union Manufacturing Company, cotton manufacturers, North 
Manchester; Wasue Manufacturing Company, cotton manufacturers, South Glas- 
tonbury; J. R. Montgomery & Co., cotton manufacturers, Windsor Locks; Rus- 
sell Manufacturing Company, cotton manufacturers, E, Deming, treasurer, Mid- 
dletown; Gardiner Hall, jr., & Co., cotton manufacturers, South Willington ; The 
White Manufacturing Company, cotton manufacturers, C. White, treasurer, 
Rockville; The Falls Company, cotion manufacturers, W.G. Ely, treasurer, H. E. 
Fisher, superintendent, Norwich; Palmer Bros., cotton manufacturers, Mont- 
ville; A. H. & C. B. Alling, woolen manufacturers, Birmingham; Radcliff Bros., 
woolen manufacturers, Birmingham; The New England Company, woolen man- 
ufacturers, A. P. Hammond, treasurer, Rockville; Lounsbury & bissel, woolen 
manufacturers, Winnepauk ; Tunxis Worsted Company, woolen manutacturers, 
A. C, Dunham, treasurer, 8. Metealfe, agent, Poquonnock; Dunham Hosiery 
Company, woolen manufacturers. Samuel G. Dunham, treasurer, D. P. Mills, 
agent, Naugatuck; Rawitser & Bro., woolen manufacturers, Stafford Springs; 
R. G. Hooper & Co,, woolen manufactarers, Montville; Aldrich & Milner, woolen 
manufacturers, Moosup; The Read Carpet Company, carpet manufacturers, C, 
H. Read, president, Bridgeport; Hartford Silk Manufacturing Company, silk 
manufacturers, Tariffville; Wilkinson Bros. & Co., paper manufacturers, Bir- 
mingham; James Houston, dyet, Norwich. 

Vermont.—Burlington Woolen Company, woolen manufacturers, Thomas F. 
Patterson, treasurer, Winoosky Falls; Wel!s, Richardson & Co., druggists, Bur- 
lington; R. B, Stearns & Co., druggists, Burlington; B. W. Carpenter & Co., 
druggists, Burlington; Browitt Bros., druggi«ts, Burlington, 

New Hampshire.—Manchester Mills, calico manufacturers, John C. Palfrey, 
treasurer, Manchester; Amoskeag Manufacturing Company, cotton manufactu- 
rers, TL. Livermore, agent, Manchester; Monadnock Blanket Company, woolen 
manufacturers, W. IL, Wilkinson, treasurer, Marlborough; Hargraves Woolen 
Company, woolen manufacturers, Edward Hargraves, Thomas H. Roberts, 
agent, Great Palls; Walter Aiken, woolen manufacturer, Franklin Falls; A. P. 
Olzendam, woolen manufacturer, Manchester; A. H. Sulloway, woolen manu- 
facturer, Franklin 

Meaine.—-Bates Manufacturing Company, cotton manufacturers, C. I. Barker, 
agent, Lewiston; York Manufacturing Company, cotton manufacturers, W. G. 
Saltonstall, treasurer, Saco; Westbrook Manufacturing Company, cotton manu- 


ing, and Calendering Company, 8. Cornell, agent, Providence. 
Massachusetts.—Lancaster Mills, cotton manufacturers, George W. Weeks 
agent, Clinton; Montaup Mills, cotton manufacturers, Isaac Borden, treasurer 
Fall River; Monument Mills, cotton manufacturers, John M. Seeley, agent 
Housatonic; Greylock Mills, cotton manufacturers, North Adams; Plunkett & 
Wheeler, cotton manufacturers, W. B. Plunkett, manager, North Adams: W_( 
Plunkett & Sons, cotton manufacturers, North Adams; Hadley Company, cotion 
manufacturers, William Grover, agent, Holyoke: Hampden Cotton Mills, cotto), 
manufacturers, Edward 8S. Bradford, treasurer, Holyoke ; Nashawannuck Many. 
facturing Company, cotton manufacturers, G, H. Newman, treasurer, Easthamp- 
ton; D. Mackintosh & Sons, cotton manufacturers, Holyoke ; Glasgow Company 
cotton manufacturers, B. C. Brainard, agent, South Hadley Falls; Albert Curtis 
cotton manufacturer, Worcester; Merrick Thread Company, cotton manufact 
urers, Timothy Merrick, treasurer, Holyoke ; Everett Mills, cotton manufact- 
urers, Eug. I]. Sampson, treasurer, Lawrence ; Whittenton Manufacturing Com 
pany, cotton manufacturers, Charles H. Lovering, treasurer, Taunton; Pem 
berton Company, cotton manufacturers, Lawrence; Lowell Hosiery Company, 
cotton manufacturers, W. F. Salmon, treasurer, Lowell; Boston Elastic Fabri 
Company, cotton manufacturers, J, J. Haley, jr., acting superintendent, Boston 
Cochrane's Turkey Red Works, calico manufacturers, John Cochrane, jr., pro 
prietor, Malden; Mystic Print Works, calico manufacturers, John Cochrane, jr 
proprietor, Medford; American Printing Company, calico manufacturers 
Thomas J. Borden, treasurer, Fall River; T. & J. H. Sanders, calico manufact 
urers, Southbridge; Rochdale Mills, woolen manufacturers, E.G. Carlton 
agent, Rochdale; Dudley Hosiery Mills, woolen manufacturers, Thomas | 
Patterson. treasurer, Newton; Pemberton Company, woolen manufacturers 
F. FE. Clarke, agent, Lawrence ; Lowell Hosiery Company, woolen manufact- 
urers, M. F. Salmon, treasurer, Lowell; Connor Brothers, woolen manufactur 
ers, Holyoke; Lacowsiec Woolen Company, woolen manufacturers, Hampden 
Beebe, Webber & Co., woolen manufacturers, Holyoke; Avon Manufacturing 
Company, woolen manufacturers, A. D. Barker, agent, Boston; Byfield Woole: 
Mills, woolen manufacturers, Whittier, Ewing & Co., Bytield; Union Peltine 
Company, woolen manufacturers, Woods Pierce & Co., Boston ; Holliston Mills 


| woolen manufacturers, C, K. Darling, treasurer, Holliston ; Jesse Eddy's sons 


| mania Mills, woolen manufacturers, L, Bum, superintendent, Holyoke 


woolen manufacturers, Fall River; Fall River Merino Company, woolen man 
ufacturers, Fall River; B. F. Phillips & Son, woolen manufacturers, Pittstield 
lL. Pomeroy & Sons, woolen manufacturers, Pittsfield; Springtield Blanket 
Company, woolen manufacturers, W. H. Wilkinson, treasurer, Holyoke ; 


Fari 
Alpaca Company, woolen manufacturers, J. Metcalf, treasurer, Holyoke ; 


Ger 


= 


| Morrison & Brothers, woolen manufacturers, Braintree ; 8S. Blackinton Woolen 


Company, woolen manufacturers, O. A. Archer, treasurer, South Blackinton 
Faulkner Mills, woolen manufacturers, L. W. Faulkner & Sons, Lowe!!; Faulk 
ner, Page & Co,, woolen manufacturers, Boston; Talbot Mills, woolen manu 
facturers, James Stott, superintendent, North Billerica; Willow Dale Mill, woolen 


| manufacturers, Alfred Hill, treasurer, Hamilton; Palmer Carpet Company, car 


pet manufacturers, O.H. Sampson, treasurer, Palmer; M. J. Whittall, carpet 
manufacturers, Worcester ; Worcester Carpet Company, carpet manufacturers 
William James Hogg, proprietor, Worcester; Medford Carpet Mills, carpet mar 

ufacturers, John Cochrane, jr., proprietor, Medford; William Skinner & Son 
silk manufacturers, Holyoke ; 5. D. Warren & Co., paper manufacturers, M. 1 
Mason, attorney, Boston; Holyoke Glazed-Paper Works, paper manufacturers 
Alfr. A. Andrews, treasurer, Holyoke ; The Bacon Paper Company, paper man- 
ufacturers, 8. Kramer, Boston: Winslow Brothers, leather manufacturers, bos- 
ton; Hubbard & Blake, leather manufacturers, Boston; Pemberton & Brothers, 
leather manufacturers, Boston; Kennan, French & Co., leather manufacturers, 
Boston; C. H. Tigh, leather manufacturer, Boston; D. Woodbury, leather man- 
ufacturer, Peabody ; Shawmut Manufacturing Company, leather manufacturers, 
Benjamin F, Jacobs, secretary, Turner Falls; Walker Bros., dyers, Chelsea 

Crystal Spring, Bleaching and Dyeing Company, dyers, John P. Henry, trea- 
urer, Fall River; John Monarch, dyer, Fall River; Fall River Bleachery, Spen- 
cer Borden, treasurer, dyers, Fall River; 8. Gray & Co., dyers, Walpole; Mid 


| dlesex Bleachery and Dye Works, dyers, K. M. Gilmore, agent, Boston ; George 


N. Johnson, dyers, Lynn; Levandos French Dye House, dyers, C. F. Quincy, 
Watertown; R. K. Remington, dyer, Fall River; Forbes Lithographing Com 
many, W. H. Forbes, treasurer, Boston; Mill River Button Company, Georze |’ 
Varner, treasurer, Mill River; Boston Rubber-Shoe Company, Boston 

Ohio.—The F. Gray Company, woolen manufacturers, F. Gray, president 
W. ©. Gray, treasurer, Piqua; Defiance Woolen Company, woolen manutfact 
urers, J. J. Jarvis, Defiance; Northern Ohio Woolen Mills, woolen manufact 
urers, F, Mihlhauser & Co., Cleveland; Northern Ohio Blanket Mill, woolen 
manufacturers, L. & S. H. Senior & Co., Cleveland; J. & H. Clasgens, woolen 
manufacturers, New Richmond; Cuyahoga Paper Company, paper manulect- 
urers, Cuyahoga Falls. aa 

linois.—Jesse Green & Son, woolen manufacturers, Dayton; Troup & MeCu! 
loch, woolen manufacturers, Kankakee; Warsaw Woolen Mills, woolen manu 
facturers, Warsaw; Jacksonville Woolen Mills, woolen manufacturers, Jack- 
sonville; Springfield Woolen Mills, woolen manufacturers, J. T. Capps, tress 
urer, Springfield; F. K. Stevens, paper manufacturers, Chicago; Western Dy: 
Works, Lisenbarth & Co., dyers, Chicago. : 

Indiana.—G. W. Powell & Co., woolen manufacturers, Valparaiso; Snyder & 
Snyder, woolen manufacturers, Monticello; South Bend Woolen Company, 
woolen manufacturers, South Bend; J. Schofield & Son, woolen manufacturers 
Madison; A. C. Staley & Sons, woolen manufacturers, South Bend; H.C. & J 
F. Sterne & Co., woolen manufacturers, Peru. 

Iowa.—Davenport Woolen Mills Company, woolen manufacturers, Daven- 
port; William Veiteh, woolen manufacturer, Sigourney. a 

Kansas.—The Buell Manufacturing Company, woolen manufacturers, Blue 
Rapids. 
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panjeen- Gold enghtplaning snd Knitting Works, woolen manufacturers Mr. TOWNSHEND, of Illinois. 1 am illustrating another question. 
saint Joseph. ‘ SS 
Missouri.—The Buell Manufacturing Company, woolen manufacturers, Saint Li . the ‘ sca read 
Joseph; Springfield Woolen Mill, woolen manufacturers, Lord & Reyan, propri- Che Clerk read as follows 
etors, Springfield ; Independence Woolen Mills, woolen manufacturers, McCoy To Gent pe es ; 
& McAfee, proprietors, Independence. » Gentlemen of the House of Representatives 
i isconsin.—Portage Hosiery Company, woolen mauufacturers, Portage; J. W Facts are what we offer 
& ©. Evans, woolen manufacturers, Waupaca; Appleton Woolen Mills, woolen First. Aniline oil years ago was put on the free-list because it was found in 
manufacturers, Appleton; J.S. Hunt, woolen manufacturer, Racine; Grafton possible to make it in this country 
Worsted Mills, woolen manufacturers, L. F. Shacker, president, Grafton; Cedar Second. It has never been made in this country except as a mere experiment 
purgh Woolen Mills, woolen manufacturers, D. Wittenberg, president, Cedar- rhird. The material from which it comes (coal tar) does not exist here in suf 
burgh. . : ficient quantity or quality to fy the attempt 
Oregon.—Oregon City Woolen Mills, woolen manufacturers, Brown Bros. & Fourth, Only one man mK iks he can make it, provided Congress « 
Co., agents, Oregon; Brownsville Woolen Mills, woolen manufacturers, John | levy a duty of 20 per cent 
Barrows, agent, J. P. Galbraith, secretary, Brownsville. Fifth. To enable that one man to try the experiment it is proposed to grant his 
California.—Pioneer Woolen Factory, woolen manufacturers, A. U. Goldsmith, | request and levy that duty 
treasurer, San Francisco ; Golden Gate Woolen Mills, woolen manufacturers, H Sixth. Thatsame man is to-day importing it simply because he can not make it 
G. Kahl, seeretary, San Francisco; Santa Rosa Woolen Mills, woolen manufact Seventh. Aniline oil and the arseniate of aniline are th raw material" used 
urers, G. Whittels, agent, San Francisco; Merced Mill, woolen manufacturers, | by Us in our manufactures of coal-tar dyes 
Hoffman & Co., Merced; San Jose Woolen Mills, woolen manufacturers, W. H Eighth. The present duty on our manufactures is 50 cents per pound and 35 per 
Peckham, agent, San Jose; California Hosiery Company, woolen manufacturers, | Cent. ad valorem. You propose to reduce that to 55 cents per pound and 20 per 
J. A. Swenarton, manager, Oakland; Marysville Woolen Mills, woolen manu- | cent. ad valorem Phat is all the reduction we can stand 
facturers, Sachs, Heller & Co,, agents, Marysville; California Silk Manufacturing Ninth. If, in addition to this, you now place a duty on either : re ¢ 
Company, silk manufacturers, H. M. Hale, secretary, San Francisco; Parisian | &?scniate of aniline, you simply drive us out of the busing . 
Dve Works, dyers, F. Thomas & Co., San Francisco: F, ¢ Hagerup, dyer, San Penth. It isa bad time to try experiments by imposing new duties whieh w 
Francisco; Palace Dye Works, dyers, Charles J. Holmes, proprietor, San Fran- | result in the destruction of an already established and useful branch of industry 
cisco; Pacific Ink Factory, ink manufacturers, L.Schwabacher, proprietor, San Eleventh. Wecan prove every fact herein states We ask that an e¢ md 
Francisco. the arseniate of aniline be placed on the free-list 
Alabama.—Tuscaloosa Manufacturing Company, cotton manufacturers, B Respectfully submitted 
Friedmann, treasurer, Tuscaloosa. ‘ ~ ‘ . te 
Georgia.—Sibley Manufacturing Company, cotton manufacturers, Win. C. Sib Mir. MILLS 1 want to ask the gentleman trom Illinois a quest 
cey, president, Augusta; Summerville Mills, cotton manufacturers, G. P. Curry Mr. CHACE. By whom is that cireular signed 
proprietor, Augusta; Eagle and Phoenix Manufacturing Company, cotton man- Mi “) SHEND linois Let the Cler! 
ufacturers, G. Gunby Jordan, treasurer, Columbus; Muscogee Manufacturing M | a N —“ NI ae lin , . 
Company, cotton manufacturers, Columbus; Excelsior Mills, cotton manufact Che Clerk read as follows 
wrers, Columbus; A. Clegg & Co., cotton manufacturers, Columbus Read, Holliday & Sons, Brooklyn, New York; Williams Broth \ \ d 
Kentucky.—January & Wood, cotton manufacturers, Maysville; Carrollton | Haven, Long Island; Hoerlin & Kupferberg, Brookly New Y hh ‘ 
Woolen Mills, woolen manufacturers, John W. PF. Howe & Co., Carrollton O. Kd River Aniline Color Works. Greenbush, New York. manufacture f tur 
lich & Bro., woolen manufacturers, Louisville. dyes 
North Carolina.—Randleman Manufacturing Company, cotton manufacturers 
John H. Ferree, treasurer, Randleman ; Glencoe Cotton Mills, cotton manufact Mr. TOWNSILEND, of Dlin The Committee on Ways and Mean 
urers, W. E. & J. 11, Holt, Company Shops ; Carolina Cotton Mills, cotton manu has plac ed the duty on that article at 20 per cent 
facturers, J. H.& W.E. Holt & Co., proprietors,Graham; Alamance Cotton Mills Mr. I Shah : . : _ 
cotton manufacturers, E, M. Holt’s Sons, proprietors, Graham r. LEASKELI As I have told you over and over again you will 
Texas.—New Braunfels Woolen Manufacturing Company, woolen manufact- | let us go on with the bill we will put that on the free-list 
urers, New Braunfels. Mr. TOWNSHEND. of Illiz hat mam) 
, . ’ 3 : a VNSH ft Illinois am glad to see that some mem) 
Delaware.—James Riddle, Son & Co. cotton manufacturers, Brandywine Cotton 4} ! HEND, of I , ‘ “ ’ — 
Mills, Wilmington. of the committee are becoming ashamed of their wor 
Pennsylvania,—Washington Manufacturing Company, cotton manufacturers Mr. MILLS. I want toask aquestion of the gentleman from Ilinois 
Henry N. Paul, treasurer, Philadelphia; James Smyth & Co., cotton manufact [Mr. TOWNSHEND]. It is th (re these gentlemen who are asking to 
urers, Philadelphia; A. Campbell Manufacturing Company, cotton manufact | +} Be : . 7 , ae ag: 
urers, W. B. Stephens treasurer, Manayunk; Aramingo Mills Company, cotton | H#¥e Urese articies put on the ft mst wilhing that the manulactured 
manufacturers, Manayunk; Pennypack Print Works, calico printers, A. Hartel | product that they are making may be correspondingly reduced ? 
& Co., Philadelphia; Richmond Dye and Print Works, calico printers, James | — Mr. TOWNS!ILEND. of [luv La t } tt] t 
- : : - . . ey ’ I i i , OL iiiiho Gono. KNOW What Litese nen Want 
Martin & Co., Philadelphia; Conestoga Print Works, calico printers, James & i 1) . ai y ; . stink bt Pea , 
J. Hunter, Philadelphia; John Forrest, calico printer, Philadelphia; James Lon y cal attention to the hu 108 * Committee on Ways 
Long, Brothers & Co., woolen manufacturers, Philadelphia; John Greer & C and Means are seck tool e them pava f rder to help one 
woolen manufacturers, Philadelphia; Thomas Dolan & Co., woolen manufact- | single individual 
urers, Philadelphia; John Culbertson & Son, woolen manufacturers, Philadel My ILLs Paves — at Pe ae Me Vt 
phia; Seville Schofield (Economy, Blantyre, and Eagle Mills), woolen manu : Ir. MILI , : i nie Wad EEOESE EN ir. i. oa 
facturers, Manayunk; Samuel Haigh & Co. (Bridgewater Mills), woolen ma if the Committee on Way 1 Mean | » rer t ty on 
ufacturers, Manayunk; G. P. Dennis (Yeadon Mills), woolen manufacturers, | the manufactured | 
Chester; Ivans, Dietz & Magee, carpet manufacturers, Philadelphia: James & m4 3 OL IT} ! ‘ P . : . 
George D. Bromley, carpet manflacturers, Philadelphia; Thomas 1. Leedam E Ir. TASK . ‘ . . . 4 _ 
(Philadelphia Carpet Mills), carpet manufacturers, Philadelphia; Clough & Car- | alizarin ned ‘ Ire { fei 
son (Fairmount Dye House), dyers, Philadelphia; Firth Brothers & Co. (Prov cunstances that 1 1] the 7 du on the othe 
dence Dye Works), dyers, Philadelphia; R. Greenwood & Bault (Globe Dye and cares “} 70 : see ) ; od , —~° cE 
Bleach Works), dyers, Philadelphia = eS IS OV Cents | | ‘ per ¢ ' em we ho 
. ’ ° . ss ] ro} 4) to! i 7 
Mr. ELLIS. I desire further to qu te Very brie lv from are rt ! the duty on ‘ ‘ re 1 ) > cents Mm 
by Mr. Tichenor, the special agent of the Treasury Department, and a) pound and Se aa Gal , } vali 
gentleman who is supposed tobe an expertin all these question Th "NTR MP . NT) Sanne ma 
. > . . +, . > . . : be ‘ . ‘ 7 . ' 
is from a report of the special agent of the Treasury of date October 16 nilit this ] 
: niline ¢ 
1882. He says: MI fiLLS. 1] 
The experience of the past eighteen years has, | regret to say wn tl in nt j 
high protective duty has not resulted in the building up of anything worthy of \I if 4 1} | 
the name ofan aniline color industry in this country, notwithstanding it is 1 ORG ae ; bg 
derstood that there is an abundance of the raw materials here, and aniline © propo nit ce, we pro A tO] this a Ol 
and arseniate of aniline have been admitted free of duty. Thereare,to besure,a | The patent hich have mac 1 } t] ‘ in l 
few small concerns making certain classes of colors, but these employ so few peo Sta oO , ] to ©X] l 
pleand produce such limited quantities of dyes as hardly to amount to an indus = . , . , 
try worth protecting at the expense, at least, of burdening and crippling the vast American man rers sav th if we: | 7 
industries devoted to the manufacture of textile fabrics, as well as to putting a | a chance they will within a yeat put up dye ma ° 
tax upon the consumers of such fabrics. ible more t n to miv 4} - sali dl , 
Mr. TOWNSHEND, of Illinois. Mr. Chairman— quarter of the pr paid for them heret 
rv , . , , ; , + ; } ‘ + 
The CHAIRMAN. Does the gentleman rise to oppose the amend- | resentation thought 1 best to protect t 
ment? upon tu ther cons tion we have con led 
Mr. TOWNSILEND, of Illinois. What is the amendment ? schen nd to cut d he rates proposed in 
The CHAIRMAN. It is to strike out the last word. Mr. ELLIS. D stand th itis 
Mr. TOWNSHEND, of Illinois. I rise to oppose that amendment in the United Stat its for making th ayes - 
I am very much gratified to learn that there is at least one member of Mr. HASKEL! NO, SIF; foreign monopotists Control the y 
the Committee on Ways and Means on the other side of the House who Ir. ELLIS. Tn reply to the gentleman let me say t ‘ 
proposes to lengthen the free-list to the extent at any rate of placing | 4re manula by half'a dozen companies in I 
aniline oil on that list. The questi irred upon the motion of Mr. BUCHANAN, to strike 
For the purpose of illustrating the manner in which the Committee | out of Ii te word cents per pound 0 » Make Wh 
on Ways and Means has attempted to protect certain classes at the ex- | paragraph read as follor 
pense of others, I desire the Clerk to read a cireular prese nted by foul All dy and ! level ime known, of which the distinctive 
different manufacturing establishments chemical str d rial qualifications are the product of artificial o1 
Mr. HASKELL. On what? Span Cibriaation, SP per week: 56 velerees 
Mr. TOWNSHEND, of Illinois. Let the Clerk read and the gentk The question was taken upon the : lient; aud upon a division 
man will understand. there were—ayes 54, noes 3 
Mr. KASSON. We all have that circular. Mr. BUCHANAN. Leall for 
Mr. RUSSELL. Aniline oil will be put on the free-list Ir. ELLIS. No quorum has voted 
Mr. HASKELL. If you will only allow us to go on with the bill Preller rdered; and Mr. BucnANAN and Mr. HASKEI ere 


and vote we will put that on the free-list appointed 
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The committee again divided; and the tellers reported that there 
were—ayes 62, noes 86. 

fo the amendment was not agreed to. 

Mr. TUCKER. I now move to strike out the words ‘* 35 cents per 
pound and 20,’’ and to insert in lieu thereof ‘*30;’’ so that the duty 
will be 30 per cent. ad valorem. The motion of the gentleman from 
Georgia [ Mr. BUCHANAN] was to make the duty 20 per cent. ad valorem. 
I now propose 30 per cent. ad valorem, and think gentlemen on the 
other side ought to be willing to compromise on that. 

Mr. PAGE. Put it where the Senate bill has it, at 35 per cent. 
ad valorem. 

Mr. TUCKER. Does the Senate propose that? 

Mr. PAGE. Yes, that is the rate preposed by the Senate. 

Mr. CANDLER. I move to amend the amendment of the gentle- 
man from Virginia [Mr. TUCKER] by substituting ‘‘40’’ instead of 
‘*30.? That is the rate recommended by the Tariff Commission. 

Mr. KELLEY. On behalf of the members of the committee about 
me I will accept that amendment; it will make a marked increase of 
duties on the higher grades. 

Mr. TUCKER. You accept what? 

Mr. KELLEY. Accept the 40 per cent. 

Mr. HASKELL. When we make the other articles free we will 
equalize the matter, 

Mr. TUCKER. I ask for a vote on my amendment. 

Mr. CANDLER. I move to amend the amendment of the gentle- 
man from Virginia [Mr. TUCKER] by striking out ‘'30’’ and inserting 
‘40... Forty per cent. is the rate fixed by the commission. 

The amendment of Mr. CANDLER was agreed to. 

The amendment of Mr. TUCKER as amended was agreed to. 

Mr. KASSON. Imovetoamend by inserting, after the word ‘‘ known,”’ 
in line 340, the words ‘‘not otherwise provided for in this act.’’? This 
clause, which is found in the succeeding paragraph, seems to have been 
omitted here by accident. 

The amendment was agreed to. 

The Clerk read as follows: 

Aniline oil, 20 per cent, ad valorem. 


Mr. KELLEY. I move to strike out the line just read. 
The amendment was agreed to. 

The Clerk read as follows« 

Artificial alizarine, 10 per cent. ad valorem. 


Mr. KELLEY. I move to strike out this line. 

Mr. CARLISLE. 1 think the committee ought to be informed that 
the gentleman from Kansas [Mr. HASKELL] is mistaken when he ap- 

sars to suppose that artificial alizarine is the base of any color or dye. 
It is itself'a color. 

Mr. HASKELL. Why, it is the old substitute formadder. 
from brown to red and includes those colors. 

Mr. CARLISLE. But aniline oil isa raw material. 

Mr. HASKELL. It is one of the raw materials. 

Mr. CARLISLE. And artificial alizarine is the dye itself. 

Mr. HASKELL. Yes, sir. 

Mr, CARLISLE. You propose to put 20 per cent. on the other, and 
this you put on the free-list. 

Mr. HASKELL. It is a cheap, coarse dye. 

Mr. CARLISLE. That is just the argument I made a while ago. 

Mr. KELLEY. They are both on the free-list now, and my motion 
is to retain them there. 

The amendment of Mr. KELLEY was agreed to. 

The Clerk read as follows: 


It runs 


Ultramarine, 5 cents per pound. 


Mr. CARLISLE. I move to strike out this line. I wish to ask gen- 
tlemen on the other side, who have a practical knowledge of these mat- 
ters, whether the clause beginning with line 357 does not include this 
article of ultramarine? 

Mr. BROWNE. Will the gentleman tell us what ultramarine is, and 
how it differs from other marine? [Laughter. ] 

Mr. CARLISLE. It is a color or paint. 1 will read the clause to 
which I refer: 

Colors and paints, including lakes, colcothar, oxide of iron, and Venetian red, 
whetherdry or mixed, or ground with water or oil, and not specially enumerated 
or provided for in this act, 25 per cent. ad valorem, 

As I understand, ultramarine is one of the colors or paints which 
would be included in this clause; and it is the only one, so far as I have 
been able to see, which has been excepted from this general provision 
imposing a duty of 25 per cent. ad valorem. It is proposed to subject 
it toa duty of 5 cents per pound, equal to 60 per cent. ad valorem. 

Mr. KELLEY. Oh, no. 

Mr. HASKELL. Twenty-seven per cent. - 

Mr. CARLISLE. The gentleman is thinking of the average value of 
the unit of quantity of the importations. But taking the article ac- 
cording to its aetual value where it is produced, I am reliably informed 
that this duty will ran from 20 or 25 per cent. to60 per cent. ad valo- 
rem on some grades, 


- 


> pe 


I see no reason why this article should be put into a separate enn- | terial applies te this item. 


meration. If struck out here it will fall under the general clause | have 


read and be subject to a duty of 25 per cent. 

Mr. KELLEY. Ultramarine now pays a duty 

Mr. CARLISLE. I know it doex but t 
ference if the rate is too high. 

Mr. KELLEY. It is an article of costly and careful 
The clause which the gentleman has read is designed to provide for ¢ ] 
not otherwise provided for. We keep ultramarine out of that Pm 
and provide for it separately, because it is an article involving cap, we 
preparation. — 

Mr. CARLISLE. What is the object of making this an exception ? 

Mr. HASKELL. Ultramarine of the finer sort includes the + nepal 
used byartists. The original formation of it, as the gentleman wil} y» 
member, was from a ground shell of the Mediterranean. In roe, A 
years artificial ultramarine has taken the place of the original product 
for all ordinary colors. But this word still covers that refined pigment 
used by artists, and it ought not to be put in the same list with ¢) 
common grades of house paint. 

Mr. CARLISLE. Why not, when the duty is ad valorem? If this 
article is worth ten times as much as another, the duty under an aq 
valorem rate will be ten times as much. This seems to have hoes 
selected out—for some purpose, I do not know what—from all theso 
other colors and paints; and the proposition is to subject it to a specitic 
rate which according to my information is much higher than the rat 
imposed upon the others. 

Mr. RANDALL. As I understand, ultramarine is largely used hy 
paper manufacturers for taking the color out of paper, just as indigo 
was formerly used for whitening linen or muslin. 7 

Mr. SPRINGER. I move to strike out the last word. 
duty on ultramarine is 6 cents a pound. 
the duty 5 cents a pound. The effect of the motion of the gentlema; 
from Kentucky to strike out the line would be to leave this article yy 
der the general provision for colors and paints, at 25 per cent. ad valoren, 
This article is used in the manufacture of writing-paper, paper hane 
ings, and calico, and for general painting purposes. 
ment here of the facts in this matter: 

Present rate, 6 cents per pound; proposed rate, 5 cents per pound 

Prices for writing-paper, paper hangings, calicoes, &c. 


of 6 cents a pound 
hat does not make any dif 


produc tic yn 


4 . The present 
This bill proposes to make 


I have a state 







Equivalent to ad val 
remn— 
Average prices in Europe. =e. r 
| At6cents |} At5 cents 
| per pound.) per pound 
a Per cent. Per eer 
For writing-paper, per pound, 12} cents .....................0.. 45 1 
For paper hangings, per pound, 10 cents............... 60 
For calicoes, per pound, 13) cents .................ccceeceeeee 4 


For general painting purposes, per pound, 8 cents.......... 2 
For lithographing printing, per pound, 30 cents............. 20 It 


Ultramarine is made in this country by but two firms, and in a lim. 
ited quantity. It should be classified under the provision for ** color 
and paints,’’ at 25 per cent. ad valorem. 








| 


This is the only article taken from the class of colors and paints, 
which it belongs, and provided for specially. There seems to be no 
adequate reason for this discrimination. 

The proposed rate of duty, 5 cents per pound, amounts to a duty o! 
from 50 to 60 per cent. ad valorem. 

All arguments against a high rate of duty on articles used as raw 
material by the manufacturers in this country are applicable to ultr:- 
marine. 

Line 354, page 15, therefore, should be stricken out, which would 
leave ultramarine provided for under the head of ‘‘ colors and paints,’ 
at a duty of 25 per cent. ad valorem. 

I would like to know in what States those two firms are located 
Can the gentleman from Pennsylvania tell me where they are ? 

Mr. KELLEY. I can not reply to every anonymous circular whic! 
may be sent here. 

Mr. SPRINGER. The gentleman is not asked to reply to any anon) 
mous circular, but to answer my inquiry, whether he knows where 
these two firms are located. And it isaproperquestion. Can the gen 
tleman tell us where these two manufacturing establishmentsare locate: 
If he knows, he can say so; if not, he can say he does not. 

Mr. KELLEY. While the subject was under consideration by the 
committee time was taken to inquire of colorists throughout the country 
whether that article was manufactured in this country, and the answer 
came back from establishments, yes, it was largely manufactured |) 
many persons. 

Mr. SPRINGER. The gentleman does not know where those esta! 
lishments are located ? 

Mr. KELLEY. I know every responsible house of colorists in the 
country uses it and many manufacture it. 

Mr. SPRINGER. My information is that there are only two estal- 
lishments which manufacture it. Every arg ment in favor of raw mo 
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Mr. KELLEY. It is an advanced manufacture. 

Mr. SPRINGER. You ought to vote for the amendment of the gen- 
tleman from Kentucky. 

The CHAIRMAN. The gentleman’s time has expired. 

Mr. SPRINGER. I withdraw my pro forma amendment. 

Mr. CARLISLE. It will not put the article on the free-list to sub- | 
ject it toa duty of 25 per cent. ad valorem. 

The committee divided; and there were—ayes 57, noes 73. 

Mr. TUCKER demanded tellers. 

Tellers were ordered; and Mr. TucKER and Mr. HASKELL were ap- 
pointed. : : = 

The committee again divided; and the tellers reported—ayes 71, noes 
80. 

fo the amendment was disagreed to. 

The Clerk read as follows: 


Smalt’s blue, 25 per cent. ad valorem. 


Mr. KELLEY. I move to strike out ‘‘five;”’ 
Smalt’s blue, 20 per cent. ad valorem. 


| 


so it will read 


The amendment was agreed to. 

The Clerk read as follows: 

Colors and pdints, including lakes, colecothar, oxide of iron, and Venetian red, 
whether dry or mixed, or ground with water or oil, and not specially enumer- 
ated or provided for in this act, 25 per cent. ad valorem. 

Mr. KELLEY. In order to perfect the text I move to strike out the 
comma in line 357, after ‘‘colcothar,’’ and insert ‘‘ or.’’ 

The amendment was agreed to. 

Mr. TUCKER. Colcothar is at present on the free-list. 
gentleman’s attention to that fact. 

’ Mr. KELLEY. I can not hear what the gentleman is saying. 

Mr. TUCKER. Colcothar or the oxide of iron is in the present tariff 
on the free-list. This provides a duty of 25 per cent. shall be put 
on it. 

Mr. KELLEY. What does the gentleman move? 

Mr. TUCKER. I move to strike out ‘* colcothar or oxide of iron,’’ 
so as to put it on the free-list. 

Mr. RANDALL. That is the red powder used by jewelers. 

Mr. RICE, of Massachusetts. According to the testimony taken be- 
fore the Tariff Commission Venetian red is an oxide of iron brought to 
a certain degree and coleothar is the same oxide of iron brought toa 
higherdegree. The only object, then, of having colcothar on the free-list 
is that oxides like Venetian red may be imported under that title. 
There is more labor in colcothar than in Venetian red. 
as stated in the testimony, of having colcothar on the free-list is to 
admit the other oxides free. 

Mr. ROBINSON, of Massachusetts. I would like to ask my colleague, 
as he seems to be thoroughly posted in reference to this matter, whether 
upon his view of the case it is not quite clear that the ‘‘comma’’ and 
the word ‘‘or’’ ought to go out? I understand him to say that one of 
the oxides of iron is called colcothar and the other Venetian red 

Mr. RICE, of Massachusetts. I will say to my colleague that these 
paints are made from oxide of iron, which is copperas, or iron rust 
Venetian red is that oxide of iron purified toacertain extent. Colcothar 
is the oxide of iron, but purified to a still further extent. There is 
scarcely any known distinction between the two; they are almost iden 
tically the same thing, and Venetian red is imported free of duty unde1 
the name of colcothar, which is on the free-list. 

Mr. TUCKER. If colcothar is oxide of iron then of course it 


I call the 


is 


hardly definite to say coleothar or oxide of iron, because there are two 


or more oxides of iron that we know of and a sesqui-oxide. 
Mr. RICE, of Massachusetts. The ‘‘comma,’’ in my 
ought not to be there. 
Mr. KELLEY. I do not see why the oxide of iron need to be ther 
in that case. 
coleothar and Venetian red, leaving out the words ‘‘ oxide of irpn.’’ 


judgement, 


Let me say to the committee that colcothar is the highest polishing 


substance fer gold and silver and for fine jewelry that is known to man 


It is largely used in industrial establishments for the purpose of polish- 


ing jewelry, and yet it has been on the free-list, and under it Venetia 
red has been imported free of duty. The article known as rouge, whic! 


colors the cheeks of some of our ladies and polishes the finest jewels | 


which they wear, is simply colcothar. 
I move to strike out from the sentence ‘‘ or oxide of iron.”’ 
Mr. TUCKER. I mové to strike out the whole colcothar. 
ter.] I move to wipe it eff. 
to take it off altogether. 
The CHAIRMAN, 
oxide of iron.”’ 
Mr. ROBINSON, of Massachusetts. 


{ Laugh 
The gentleman says it is on, andI wan 
Let us rub it off. 


The question is on striking out the word 


Re 


Mr. Chairman, before that m« 


tion is put, let me say, of course we want to be right about this thing 


and in the structure of a tariff bill not only the phraseology but eve 
the very punctuation isa matter of vitalimportance. Now, unless wear 
absolutely certain that we are right in this particular instance, I thin 
it had better lie over until to-morrow and let it be framed in prope 
language so as to cover what is intended. The gentleman from lem 


sylvania proposes, as I understand, that it shall read ‘‘colcothar oxide 


The only effect, | 


I am perfectly willing, if it will cover the ground, to say 


of iron,’’ using the word coleothar as a descriptive name, there being 


| other oxides of iron. 


Mr. TUCKER. I will not object to that so far as the languag: 
concerned, but I want to have a vote upon my motion. 

Mr. ROBINSON, of Massachusetts. I only suggest to my friend that 
it be made to read ‘‘ colcothar, oxide of iron, and Venetian red.”’ 

Mr. KELLEY. Let it lie over until to-morrow morning for the cot 
sideration of the gentleman from Massachusetts, if he desires it. 

Mr. ROBINSON, of Massachusetts. I presume the gentleman d& 
sires to have the bill couched in proper language 

Mr. TUCKER 
sition. 

The CHAIRMAN 
over informally ? 

Mr. TUCKER. I have no objection to that 

Mr. KELLEY. Mr. Chairman, gentlemen around me prefer that 
there shall be a vote upon the question. They doubt the propriety of 
striking oud these words; therefor } 


Is 


I would like to have a vote first on the other propo 


Does the gentleman object to its being passed 


; I stand by tlie phraseology of the 
| bill. 

The CHAIRMAN. The question is on the motion to strike out the 
| words *‘ or oxide of iron.”’ 


The amendment was not agreed to 

The CHAIRMAN. The question is now upon agreein 
ment proposed by the gentleman from Virginia to stril 
‘**ecolcothar or oxide of iron.”’ 

The committee divided; and there were—ayes 36, 

So the amendment was not agreed to 

Mr. TUCKER. I move to further amend that paragrap 
out the word ‘‘five”’ 
per cent. ad valores 

My reasons for making this motion I will state very briefly 
tlemen will k the table placed in our hands in connection w 
this bill, they find that under the phraseology of the present bil 
is includeda lara number of articles the average rates of duty on which 
range from 20 to 83 per cent hil leothar is on the free-list But 


r? 


0 e amend 


it the words 


} 


noes Ss] 


}, } 


ih bey 


where it occurs in line 360, so that it will read 


If gen 


} + t 
OK UT th 


will ft 
\W 


when they come to group them all together in one classilication they 
| put these articles, rangin I have said, through a series of varying 
| rates, down to 25 per cent ad valorem hey would raise one of these, 
| therefore, that stands *) per cent. to 25 per cent,, while they raise 
| eolcothar, now on tl re st, up to25 per cent I propose, therefore 
| tomake it 20 per cent pon the whole; and that, in my judgment, is suf 
| ficient if we are 1 wing these rates to accomplish something in the 
| way of an effort to equalize them 
Mr. RICE, of Massachusett Mr. Chairman, the labor in connection 
with this substance is the principal part of its cost. These paints are 
mace from the residuum in the tron-works: taken from the iron-works 
| and then by chemical processes made into Venetian red and colcothar 
Almost the entire cost of the product is the labor involved, od 25 per 
cent. is a low enough rate of dut 
} Mr. KELLEY In response to t ntleman from Virginia I will 
say that while this grouping or classification to which he refers raises 
| a few articles, it reduces those that pay &0 per cent. down to 25 per 
cent 
The CHAIRMAN The question pon the amendment proposed 
by the gentleman from Virginia 
The committee divided; and there were—ayes 47, noes 79 
So the amendment was not agreed to 
Mr. TUCKER. Will thegentleman from lennsylvaniaf Mr. KELLEY 
allow me to return to line 351? 


Nitro-hensole or oil of : ce 


ts per pound 
That item was passe d over. 
Mr. KELLEY. It was read distinctly. 


Mr. TUCKER. Ido not mean it was not read, but it was passed 
over. I would like to return to it to have an explanation 
Mr. KELLEY. I object 
The CHAIRMAN. The Clerk will read 
Che Clerk read line 361, as follows 
" Oxidizing paste, 20 per cent. ad valorem 
’ Mr. RANDALL. I think that line might as well go out. The arti 
cle is now free. There were only $4,000 worth of it imported. It goes 


into textile fabrics in connection with colors. I move to strikeoutthat 
| line. i 
Mr. KELLEY. ‘That article was made dutiable because oxidizing 
| paste is not generic term. It does not mean anything specifically 
| Jt may mean anything that will harden a fluid or semi-fluid substance 
and it was put there under a duty in order to give the Treasury De 
| partment control of a considerable class of articles which might be used 
as oxidizing paste or for other purposes, but were brought in under that 
general name, and we propose to put it under duty, so that when an 
article is brought in as oxidizing paste it may be shown to be that 
vay the proper duty 
The amendment was not agreed to. 
The Clerk read lines 362 and 363, as follews 
The k as bone-black id 


valore 


{ 
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)- 
n 
“ 
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pigment ad 
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nown ar ivory drop black, 2 per cent 
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Mr. TUCKER. I move to amend by striking out ‘‘25 per cent.’’ 
and inserting ‘'20 per cent.”’ 

The amendment was not agreed to. 

The Clerk read lines 364 and 365, as follows: 

Bone-char, or bone-black, fit for sugar refining, 25 per cent. ad valorem. 

Mr. ELLIS. I move tostrike out those two lines, so that this article 
may be added to the free-list. Ido this in the interest of cheap sugar. 

Mr. KELLEY. Oh, yes! 


Mr. ELLIS. There was no revenue derived from this article last 
year. None will be obtained by this duty; and according to the rule 


laid down by the President of the United States and remotely referred 
to by my friend from Illinois [Mr. SPRINGER] occasionally, it ought to 
go on the free-list. 

Mr. KELLEY. 1 can not tell what revenue this article yielded, for 
itcame in among the unenumerated articles. 

Mr. ELLIS. Now, ninety-nine hundredths, nay more, of the sugars 
imported into this country are below No. 13 Dutch standard. Above 
are all the grades of refined sugar. The slaughter of the planters’ in- 
terest proposed by the committee in the reduction of the duties on sugar 
below No. 13 will of course make it all the better for the refiner in the 
future, for if he gets the cheap sugars, the low sugars, the raw elements 
from which he makes the table sugars, of course he will have the mo- 
nopoly. I think, therefore, it is in the interest of the people, in the in- 
terest of cheap sugar, of which we hear so much, that every essential 
and every element that enters into the refining of sugar, so far as we 
can make it so, shall be free. Therefore I desire that this item be added 
to the free-list. 

The question being taken on the motion of Mr. ELLts to strike out 
lines 364 and 365, there were—ayes 59, noes 63. 

Mr. ELLIS. No quorum, 

The CHAIRMAN. A quorum not having voted, the Chair appoints 
as tellers the gentleman from Louisiana, Mr. ELLIs, and the gentleman 
from Kansas, Mr. HASKELL. 

The committee again divided; and the tellers reported—ayes 80, 
noes 75. 

So the amendment was agreed to. 

The Clerk read line 371, as follows: 

Zine, oxide of, when ground in oil, 2 cents per pound. 

Mr. CARLISLE. I offer the amendment which I send to the desk. 

The Clerk read as follows: 

Strike out “2” and insert “1};"’ so that it will read: 

“ Zine, oxide of, when ground in oil, 1} cents per pound.” 

Mr. CARLISLE. My amendment restores the rate to what it is 
under the present law. This is a proposition by the committee not to 
reduce rates of duty, but to increase them over the existing law. 

Mr. HASKELL. I think this must be an errorin the print. I have 
not the file with me; but it looks to me like an error in the print. 

Mr. RANDALL. It arises from the increase of duty put on oil. 

Mr. CARLISLE. We do not, so far as I now remember, increase the 
duty on any of the oils used in the preparation of this article. 

The question being taken on Mr. CARLISLE’S amendment, it was 
irreed to 

Che Clerk read line 372, 

Zine, oxide of, fit for medicinal use, 10 ceuts per pound 

Mr. RANDALL 
eral clause of ‘not enumerated.’’ It does not seem to have been 
enumerated the commission at all. 
“not enumerated’? it would bear the duty of 25 per cent. ad valorem, 
whereas 10 cents a pound is equivalent to 50 per cent. ad valorem. 

Mr. CARLISLE. Just double. 

Mr. RANDALL. I move to amend by striking out ‘*10” 
ing ‘*5.’’ 

Mr. HERBERT. In the table the present rate of duty on this article 
is stated to be 1} cents per pound. What is the reason for raising the 
rate to 10 cents per pound? 

Mr. KELLEY. ‘There is a typographical error there. 
man will find it is put down as *‘not enumerated.’’ 

Mr. CARLISLE. I want to call the attention of the gentleman from 
Pennsylvania [Mr. KELLEY] to the fact that under the present law 
“zine, oxide of, dry or ground in oil,’’ is enumerated and is all dutia- 
ble at 1} cents per pound. 

Mr. KELLEY. But ‘zine, oxide of, fit for medicinal use,”’ 
enumerated. ‘ 

Mr. CARLISLE. But it comes in under the other enumeration. 

Mr. HASKELL. Oh, no; it comes in under medicinal preparations 
not enumerated. 

Mr. CARLISLE. In that case, at a rate of 25 per cent. ad valorem. 

Mr. RANDALL. I think it comes in now among the unenumerated 
articles at 25 percent. The action of the Committee on Ways and 
Means would make the rate 50 per cent., and I know of nobody who 
asks it. 

Mr. KELLEY. Iam willing to accept the amendment of my col- 
league [Mr. RANDALL] to make the duty on this article 5 cents per 
pound. 

The amendment was agreed to. 


as follows: 


by 


and insert- 


The gentle- 


is not 


Under the general clause of 





This under existing law comes in under the gen- | 


' 


| 
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The Clerk read the following: 

Oils, essential or distilled, and not otherwise provided for in this act 
cent, ad valorem. . 

Mr. MILLS. 1 want to ask the gentleman from Pennsylvania, o; 
some member of the committee, if this includes cotton-seed oi]? 

Mr. HASKELL. Cotton-seed oil does not come in as an essentia| 
oil; it has a place by itself. 

Mr. MILLIS. It is not on your list? 

Mr. HASKELL. Yes, it is. 

The Clerk read the following: 

Oils, all expressed, not otherwise provided for in this act, 12 cents per gallon 

Mr. RANDALL. I want to ask the gentleman in charge of this }j}| 
why it is proposed to change the rate of duty on expressed oils from 20 
per cent. ad valorem to 12 cents per gallon? 

Mr. HASKELL. That is just a catch-all phrase. All the essenti| 
oils which we could think of are specially enumerated; and this phrase 
is to embrace all the others. 

Mr. RANDALL. Essential oils are produced by distillation: this 
refers to expressed oils. 

Mr. HASKELL. I know that cotton-seed oil, linseed oil, and cas. 
tor oil are expressed. And this clause is put in so that the bill might 
be made to cover all expressed oils. , 

Mr. RANDALL. I move toamend by striking out ** 12 cents per gal 
lon’’ and inserting ‘*25 per cent. ad valorem.”’ 

Mr. HASKELL. That would be an advance on the present rate. 

Mr. TUCKER. This is an advance. 

Mr. RANDALL. That is putting it higher than it now is; but j: 
seems to me it would be preferable in a ‘‘ basket’? clause to make thy 
rate ad valorem. Therefore I move tostrike out ‘‘12 cents per gallon’ 
and to insert in lieu thereof ‘*25 per cent ad valorem.’’ 

Mr. BERRY. I move to amend the amendment so as to make the 
rate 20 per cent. ad valorem. I wish to say thatthe reason I offer this 
amendment to the amendment is for the purpose of ascertaining, if pos- 
sible, why the duty on this articleshould be made higher than the pres- 
ent rate; especially in view of the fact that this bill is represented to 
be a bill proposing a reduction in the present rates of duties. 

Mr. HAMMOND, of Georgia. You are mistaken about the purpos 
of the bill. 

Mr. BERRY. I would like for some gentleman on the committee 
to tell me why the rate of duty on this article should be made highe: 
than it is under the present law. 

Mr. HASKELL. We propose a reduction upon the present rates 

Mr. BERRY. _ It is proposed to make the rate 25 per cent. ad valo 


2 per 


rem. 

Mr. HASKELL. The gentleman is mistaken. 

Mr. BERRY. The present rate on articles not enumerated is 20 por 
cent, 


Mr. HASKELL. The present rate on articles not enumerated is 20 
per cent., and the committee propose to make the rate 12 cents a gu! 
lon. That is simply making a change from an ad valorem to a speciti 
rate; but it does not average as high as the old rate. 

Mr. BERRY. Theamendment offered by the gentleman from Penn 
sylvania [Mr. RANDALL] is to make the rate 25 per cent. ad valorem 

Mr. HASKELL. I donotagreetothatamendment; for it isa higher 
rate on the average than 12 cents a gallon. 

Mr. RANDALL. I do not think it is. 

Mr. BERRY. If it is the purpose of the Committee on Ways and 
Means to change the rate of duty from specific to ad valorem 

Mr. HASKELL. That is not the purpose of the committee. 

Mr. BERRY. IL suppose the gentleman from Pennsylvania on this 
side of the House [Mr. RANDALL] is a member of the Committee on 
Ways and Means; and he has moved to change the rate of duty froma 
specific duty of 12 cents a gallon to an ad valorem duty of 25 per cent 

Now, I wish to know from that gentleman, or some other member 
of the Committee on Ways and Means, why a duty of 25 per cent. ad 
valorem is proposed, which is 5 per cent. higher than the present rate 
of duty. It is forthat reason, if it is proposed to change the duty from 
a specific to an ad valorem duty, that I move the old rate of duty. 

Mr. HASKELL. I wantto state again (if the gentleman will listen 
to me and has any faith in what I say) that after enumerating these 
expressed oils, we propose that all other expressed oils shall come in at 
12 cents a gallon, a specific rate which is less than 25 per cent. ad va- 
lorem and less than 30 per cent. ad valorem. Here is one item which 
comes in under the old rate of 20 per cent. ad valorem, which at 20 per 
cent. would be 25 cents per gallon, the item of Chinese oil. There are 
a half dozen fine expressed oils, of which I can not now remember the 
names. Twenty-five per cent. ad valorem would make a higher rate of 
duty than the present rate or the rate proposed by this bill. 

Mr. CARLISLE. Chinese oil is 20 per cent. ad valorem. 

Mr. HASKELL. Then mustard-seed oil. 

Mr. CARLISLE. The present duty on that is not equal to 1 pe! 
cent. 

Mr. HASKELL. 

Mr. CARLISLE. 

Mr. HASKELL. 
a gallon. 





You are entirely mistaken. 
I hold the paper in my hand. 
I hold in my hand a paper that says it is 25 cents 
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Mr. CARLISLE. Will the gentleman read it? 

Mr. BERRY. All this colloquy seems to have taken m 
floor. I understood that I was recognized by the Chair. 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair recognizes the gentleman from Cali- 
fornia [Mr. BERRY]. 

Mr. HASKELL. I only wanted to answer him. 

Mr. BERRY. Do not take up my time. 

Mr. HASKELL. I was simply answering your question. 

Mr. BERRY. I wish to say that the gentleman from Kansas has 
clearly misunderstood the proposition that I attempted to place before 
the House. 
DALL] proposes to change the duty on this article from a specific duty 
to an ad valorem duty, and in doing so he proposes to make the ad 
valorem duty 25 per cent. I have moved to amend his amendment so 
that the duty shall be 20 per cent. ad valorem if it is to be changed 
from a specific to an ad valorem duty. 

I call upon the gentleman or some member of the committee to tell 
me why if the duty is to be changed from a specific to an ad valorem 
rate it should be made 25 per cent. instead of 20 per cent., which is the 
present law ? 

Mr. HASKELL. I will state again that there are half a dozen ex- 
pressed oils at 20 to 35 per cent. ad valorem, and the equivalent spe- 
cific rate would be double that fixed by the committee. lL ask the Com- 
mittee of the Whole to stand by the Committee on Ways and Means. 

Mr. CARLISLE. I move to strike out the last word. 
attention to the fact that the clause proposed in the bil! will include 
several kinds of oil which are enumerated separately in the existing 
law. Mustard oil under the present law pays 25 cents per gallon, which 
is equivalent to .70 of 1 per cent. ad valorem. Chinese oil pays 20 per 


from the 


cent. ad valorem under the present law; olive, not salad, 25 cents per | 


gallon, equal to 39.71 per cent.; vegetable, not otherwise provided tor, 
20 per cent. ad valorem. 


Now, olive-oil is provided for specially in this bill. That is the only 
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It is that the gentleman from Pennsylvania (Mr. RAn- | 


I wish to call | 


one now paying a higher duty than 20 per cent. under the present law. | 


Mr. HASKELL. The gentleman is mistaken. Mustard oil, accord- 
ing to the statement which the gentleman has just read, pays under the 
present law a duty of 25 centsa gallon. The committee propose to 
place it at 12 cents a gallon. Is not that a reduction ? 

Mr. CARLISLE. But I ask you whether it is right to reduce the 
duty upon an article which now pays less than 1 per cent. ad valorem, 


while you increase the duty on articles which are paying 20 per cent. | 
ad valorem by imposing a specific duty of 12 cents a gallon instead of | 


anad valorem rate as proposed in the amendment? 
fell.] I withdraw the pro forma amendment. 

The question being taken on the amendment of Mr. Berry to the 
amendment of Mr. RANDALL, it was not agreed to. 

The amendment of Mr. RANDALL was not agreed to. 

The Clerk read as follows: 


Oils, rendered, not otherwise provided for in this act, 25 per cent. ad valorem. 


Mr. TUCKER. I move to amend the clause just read by striking out 
95’? and inserting ‘‘20.’’ Some very important oils are included here, 
among others cod-liver oil. 

Mr. KELLEY. We agree to the gentleman’s proposition. 

The amendment of Mr. TUCKER was adopted. 

The Clerk read as follows: 

All logwood extracts, and decoctions of extracts, and decoctions of fustic and 
redwood, and extracts of and decoctions of all other dye-woods not otherwise 
provided for in this act, 10 per cent. ad valorem. 

Mr. KELLEY. 
read as follows: 


All logwood, fustic, and redwood extracts, and extracts of and decoctions of all 
other dye-woods not otherwise provided for in this act, 10 per cent. ad valorem. 


{Here the hammer 


The amendment was agreed to. 

Mr. SPRINGER. I move to amend by striking out the pending par- 
agraph. 
put down as free under the present law 

Mr. KELLEY. That is a mistake. 

Mr.SPRINGER. And the Tariff Commission proposes to make them 
free. By this bill they are taxed 10 per cent. 

Mr. RUSSELL. The statement that these articles are free under 
the present law is a mistake, a misprint, as is shown by Heyl’s Digest, 
which I have here. The present rate is 10 per cent. 

Mr. SPRINGER. 
articles free? 

Mr. KELLEY. The same mistake that made the articles free under 
the present law has made them free in the commission’s report. 

Mr. SPRINGER. 
dye-stuff upon the free-list? 

Mr. RUSSELL. The present rate upon logwood extracts and decoc- 
tions is 10 per cent. ad valorem. This is not a raw material, but an 
advanced product, and 10 per cent. is as low a rate as these manufact- 
ures can get along with. 

Mr. SPRINGER. I move to strike out the paragraph, in order that 
these articles may go upon the free-list. 

The motion was not agreed to. 





XIV. 
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Does not the commission propose to make these | 


I move to amend the paragraph just read so as to | 
| matter is, vital to the interest of the people : 


I see that in one of the tables furnished to us logwoods are | 


| of the LLouse should « ry * Vote! 


| _ 


193 


‘he Clerk read as follows 

All ground or powdered spices not specially enumerated or provided for inthis 
act, » cents pe rpoundad 

Mr. CARLISLE. I move toamend by making the rate in this para 
graph 3 cents instead of 5 cents. In this bill we recommend that all 
unground spices—pepper, cinnamon, &e.—be put upon the free-list, 
reducing revenue to the extent of more than one million and a quartei 
of dollars. I think that 5 cents a pound would be a very high rate 

Mr. KELLEY [I make no objection to theamendment 

The amendment was agreed to 

The Clerk read as follows: 

All earths or clays, wrought or manufactured ‘ ted ro 
vided for in this act, $3 per ton 

Mr. HERBERT. I move tostrike out those 1 s, and I do it for 
the purpose of getting some information Ls according to the tables, 


that the articles covered by this clause are not taxed Phe proposition 


now is to put a duty of S$3atonon them. [| ask » chairman of the 
committee what is the purpose of putting a tax on these a les here 
tofore admitted free of duty? 

Mr. KELLEY. They come in under other d , ht 
clay and white clay, at $5 a ton. 

Mr. HERBERT. The tables you print show no duty w mposed 


on them heretofore. 

Mr. HAMMOND, of Georgia. He says not by that nam 

Mr. HERBERT. I withdraw my amendment 

The Clerk read as follows: 

Proprietary preparations, to wit All cosmetics, pills, powders, troc] 
enges, sirups, cordials, bitte rs, anodynes, tonic 8, plasters, lintmen 
ments, pastes, drops, waters, essences, spirits, oils, or preparations or composi 
tions recommended to the public as proprietary articles or prepared according 
to some private formula as remedies of specifics for any disease or diseases or 
affections whatever atlecting the human or animal body, including all toilet 
preparations whatever, used as applications to the hair, mouth, teeth, or skin 
not specially enumerated or provided for in this act, 50 per cent. ad valorem 


Mr. WHEELER. the fol 
lowing amendment on the Republican 
side. | 


I am surprised, 


es or loz 


ts, SalVes, Ont 


Mr. Chairman, I send to the Clerk’s desk 
iCries of ‘* Vote!’ ** Vote!” 
Mr. Chairman, that the gentlemen on the other side 
'? **Vote!’? ** Vote!” before the amend 
ment has been read, and betore they can possibly know to what the 
amendment refers 

This impatience exhibited by the Republican members at any effort 
to reduce what we regard as exorbitant and oppressive taxation is very 
indicative of their determination. Can you, gentlemen of New En 
land, of the North, and of the great Northwest, go before the people with 
the record you are making and have made since the commencement of 
the consideration of this bill’ 


All through the record we see your etiorts to 
CRY DOWN DISCUSSION 
and how often have you demanded that measures should be voted upon 
before you knew to what subject the measure referred I begged you 


to change the clauses in lines 296 to 303, so as to prevent an increase 
in the price of drugs used in every medicine, and I thank you trom the 
bottom of my heart for the attention you gave to my remarks upon that 
subject this morning, and doubly do I thank you for agreeing to the 
change in lines 300 and 301, by which the tariif! upon potash used in 
medicine was reduced to 20 percent. ad valorem. Thissuccess, togethe1 
with my good fortune in receiving aid from your side of the House, by 
which my amendment was carried reducing the tariff upon castor-oil, 
encouraged me so much that I most earnestly made the same effort with 
regard to the articles mentioned in lines 380 to 384. Serious as this 
sit is, it cost vou ho pang 
to refuse the relief which | humbly but earnestly solicited rhe impor 
tation of this character of drug amounted to over S300,000 last year. 
The tax collected was a fraction over $50,000, and now the solid Repub 
lican party, against the solid Democratic party in the House, 
increase the tax on these articles more than 416,000, allot which is paid 
by sick men and nearly all by very poor sick men 

Gentlemen, if you vote down this amendment, so long as the Repub 
lican party is one of the political organizations of this country it must 
bear the odium of having enacted a law which provides that chemical 
compounds, acids, and salts for medical use are taxed 25 per cent. while 
precisely the same articles if imported by a manufacturer would be 
taxed but 20 per cent. Besides the gross injustice of the diserimina- 
tion, I should like to ask some member of the committee how the ques- 
tion as to which use the articles are to be applied is to be determined. 

Again, suppose these articles are imported for manufacturing purposes, 


vote to 


| and after the duty at 20 per cent. is paid an epidemic should visit our 


I will ask why we should not place this important | 


country, could these drugs be used for medicines; and if not, what power 
could prevent it? 

Again, isnot thismethod of charging a different tax on the same article 
offering a premium for fraud and deception? If the statement of the 
importer with regard to the use he will apply the articles to is to deter 
mine the amount of duty, it seems to me it is at least offering a tempta 
tion to interested persons. Sosingular was this feature in the bill that 
I wrote to a gentleman whose evidence [ found printed in the report of 
the Tariff Commission. The report informed me that he was the largest 
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importer of drugs in the United States, His reply, which has just been 
received, shows that he is as much ata loss regarding the matter as my- 
self. He says: 
A difference is made between chemical compounds, acids, and salts for medic- 
inal use and those used in the arts and manufactures. Many chemicals are im- 
sorted which are used both in the arts and in medicine—the same chemical. 
sit just that adrug importer should pay 2) per cent. duty on any certain chem- 
ical which if it should be imported by a manufacturer would pay but 20 per 
cent.” How could a customs appraiser distinguish between the two? Besides, 
all the heavier chemicals — in the arts and manufactures are specially or 
rather individually rated on both the present and proposed tariff, Theduty col- 
lected on chemical salts and preparations not otherwise provided for, which 
are the chemicals, &c., alluded to in the new bill, for arts and manufactures, in 
the year 1881, ending June 30, at 20 per cent., was only $59,859.63, a trifling sum; 
and there is, therefore, no reason why the two classes should not be covered by 
one and a uniform rate of duty—cither 25 per cent, or 20 per cent. This would 
also prevent much discussion between the ane paged and the Government as to 
the proper rate of duty that should be imposed on certain chemical compounds 
or salts, 


section of the bill 
expensive as upon 


\nother serious objection to many clauses of this 
is that the same specific duty is levied upon the very 
very inferior articles 

Therefore the percentage is always greatest upon articles which are 
mostly used by the poorer classes. Champagne and brandy and cigars 
which are sold cheap are by this means taxed ata rate ad valorem from 
three to ten times more than the tax laid upon fine and expensive brandy, 
champagne, and cigars. 

Is this right, Mr. Chairman’ It seems to me clearly that it is not; 
amd yet this objectionable feature we find upon nearly every page. 

The rich man is betterablethan the poor to pay an equal percentage 
upon the luxuries, but under the law as it now stands, and as this bill 
proposes to perpetuate it, he is practically exempted from taxation. 

Common champagne, which costsin France but $3 per dozen, is taxed 
100 per cent., which is paid by a workingman. 

Fine champagne, which costs $30 per dozen, is taxed 10 per cent. , and 
the 10 per cent. is paid only by the rich; and the same inequality is 
found in very many items. 

[ Here the hammer tell. ] 

Mir. WHEELER'S amendment was disagreed to. 

Mr. SPRINGER. Ll move to strike out ‘50’? and in lieu thereof to in- 
sert °° 30.’ The present rate of duty on the articles here mentioned is 50 
percent.ad valorem. ‘There isno reduction proposed by the committee. 

Mr. KASSON. Let me say a word. 

Mr. SPRINGER. Not in my time. 

Mr. KASSON. I do not wish to make aspeech. If the gentleman 
will look at the bill he will tind it in the interest of the health of the 
people of the United States. Every one of these articles should be kept 
out. 

Mr. SPRINGER. Why? 

Mr. KASSON. Because we do not want their drugs and medicinal 
preparations from abroad poisoning the bodies of our people or their 
powders to spoil their complexions. 

Mr. SPRINGER. Iam much obliged to the gentleman for his state- 
ment. Lsee from the last bulletin of the Census Office (and I will give 
the list for fear the gentleman has not seen it) that there are in the 
United States of patent medicine and compounding establishments to 
the number of 568; that there is $20,000,000 of capital invested; that 
they employ 1,651,596 hands and create products to the value of 
$14,682,000. The gentleman from Iowa says this. is a deleterious busi- 
ness to be engaged in, yet it seems we have within our limits manufact- 
uring establishments of that character to the extent of a product of 
$14,682,000, [do not understand the medicinal preparations of the 
country tobe deleterious. If they are why not prohibit their coming in? 
But they are made here and are sold to the people and sold at a profit 
of 50 per cent, ad valorem, so that for the insignificant revenue which 
we now derive from these items—$170,000 a year—the peopleare taxed 
to give this immense bounty amounting to millions of dollars a year to 
some favored manufacturers, 

The CHAIRMAN, Debate upon this amendment is exhausted; the 
question is on agreeing to the amendment proposed by the gentleman 
from Illinois. 

The amendment was not agreed to. 

The Clerk read as follows : 

Alcoholic preparations, alcoholic perfumery, and cologne water, $2 per gallon 
and 50 per cent, ad valorem, 

Mr. MILLS. | want to ask what necessity there is for retaining these 
compound duties. IL would like some member of the committee in 
charge of this bill to state why we may not strike outoneorthe other of 
these, increasing if necessary the remaining ones so as tosimplify while 
retaining the rate of duty proposed? I think we ought to avoid this 
plan of double duties or compound duties as far as possible and simplify 
the bill. 

The CHAIRMAN. 
Mr. MILLIS. 
duty was on this. 

The CHAIRMAN, Does the gentleman propose an amendment? 

Mr. MILLS. No, L only asked for information. 

Mr. RUSSELL. I will answer the gentleman that in this case it is 


What was the gentleman's motion ? 
I rose to ask for information as to why the compound 















































Mr. MILLS. Why not make the duty one ? 

Mr. RUSSELL. Because it can not be estimated. 
Mr. HASKELL. The only way to get at it with any certainty js ¢o 
take the internal-revenue tax and then add the ad valorem rate.’ 
The Clerk read as follows: 
Chloroform, 50 cents per pound, 


Mr. SPRINGER. I move to strike out that line. I need not ¢)) 
attention, I am sure, to the very estimable message of the Presiden: 
of the United States. [Great laughter. ] 
Mr. BAYNE. Let me make a suggestion. 
Mr. SPRINGER. I was proceeding to say that I need not call atten- 
tion to that message wherein he implores us to take off the duty upon 
these articles which yield but little revenue. Now, I want to put this 
article of chloroform upon the free-list as it is estimated to yield only 
some $1,200. Now I will hear the suggestion of my friend from Penn. 
sylvania. 

Mr. BAYNE. I simply want to say to my friend and for his benetit 
that if he persists in repeating the President he will not only fail to be 
elected Speaker of the next House of Representatives, but will be very 
apt to fail to be elected to the Forty-ninth Congress. 
Mr. SPRINGER. I would rather be right than President or Speake; 
of the House either. [Laughter and applause. ] 

Mr. KELLEY. But you would rather be the echo of the President 
than to be right. 

Mr. SPRINGER. 
know that I am right. 

Chloroform is a very useful article. It is used to make persons in- 
sensible when they want to have their teeth extracted. [Laughter } 

Mr. BROWNE. If the gentleman from Illinois ever hopes to be 
right it will be when heis under the influence of chloroform. —[Laugh- 
ter. } 

Mr. SPRINGER. You can not justify yourselves before the country 
in attempting to keep up this tax. I hope it will be abolished and that 
chloroform will be put upon the free-list. 

The CHAIRMAN. The question is on agreeing to the amendmen 
of the gentleman from Illinois. 

The amendment was not agreed to. 

The Clerk read as follows: 

Collodion, medicinal, preparations of, 50 cents per pound; rolled or in sheets 
but not made up into articles, 60 cents per pound. 

Mr. ROBINSON, of Massachusetts. I desire to offer an amendment 
here simply to change the phraseology somewhat of this clause, but not 
the rate. 

The Clerk read as follows: 

Collodion, and all compounds of pyroxoline by whatever name known, 
pean pete pound; rolled or in sheets, but not made into articles, 60 cents per 
pound, 

Mr. RANDALL. That word “‘ pyroxoline’’ ought to go in. 

Mr. ROBINSON, of Massachusetts. It describes the article. 

The amendment was agreed to. 

The Clerk read as follows: 

On all finished or partly finished articles made of collodion, not otherwise 
provided for in this act, 60 cents per pound and 25 per cent. ad valorem. 


Mr. ROBINSON, of Massachusetts. I offer a corresponding amend- 
ment to this so as to make it conform to the paragraph just passed. 
The Clerk read as follows: 
On all finished or partly finished articles made of collodion, pyroxoline, or 


compounds thereof, not otherwise provided for in this act, 60 cents per pound and 
25 per cent. ad valorem. 


I would rather be right, sir; and in doing this | 


The amendment was d to. 

Mr. CARLISLE. Inowmove, Mr. Chairman, tostrike out the words 
‘sixty cents per pound,” and strike out ‘‘twenty-five’’ and insert 
‘*fifty,’’ so that the duty imposed upon this article shall be 50 per cent 
ad valorem. I think we ought to avoid these compound rates of duty 
whenever it can possibly be done, and there is no difficulty about it in this 
instance. I would suggest a much lower rate of duty were it not for the 
fact the alcohol enters into the manufacture of the article and it is taxed 
$1.80 gallon; that is to say, 90 cents tax on the proof-spirits per gallon, 
making $1.80 per gallon on thealcohol. I know of no reason whatever 
for retaining these compound rates in this instance, and it will beremem- 
bered that the Tariff Commission recognized the fact and recommende: 
thissimple system of imposing duty in every single schedule prepared by 
it except one, and in the report it is said that four members of the com- 
mission, including the late General McMahon, absolutely refused to sanc- 
tion the compound rates inany instance whatever. Butin thatone case, 
in reference to wool and woolen goods, a bare majority of the commission 
determined to apply the compound rates. In every other instance an 
inevery other schedule the compound rates were abolished. It is unnec- 
essary, and in the interest of simplification these duties ought to be 
abolished, so that everybody who looks at the tariff law may know just 
what rate of duty is imposed upon an article. To abolish them would 
largely diminish the clerical work in the custom-houses, and conse- 
quently the expense of the collection of the duties. I believe the gen- 
eral rule adopted by the commission is the best that can be devised tor 





done because of the internal-revenue tax upon alcohol. 





our guidance in this case, and is one of the most valuable reforms pro 
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posed by this commission; that is, the abolition of these compound 


duties and the simplification of the rates. 


The question was taken on the amendment of Mr. CARLISLE, and it | 


was not agreed to. 

The Clerk read lines 453 to 456, as follows: 

Ether, sulphuric, 50 cents per pound. 

Fruit ethers, essences, or oils of apple, pear, peach, apricot, strawberry, 
and raspberry, made of fusel-oil, or of fruit, or imitations thereof, $2.50 per 
pound, 

Mr. SPRINGER. I move to strike out lines 453 to 456. 

The CHAIRMAN. Those lines contain two paragraphs, the former 
of which has been passed. 

Mr. SPRINGER. I was on my teet trying to stop the Clerk in his 
reading. 

The CHAIRMAN. 

Mr. SPRINGER. 
been read. 

The CHAIRMAN. ‘The Chair will recognize the gentleman to move 
to strike out the first of those lines: 

Ether, sulphuric, 50 cents per pound, 

Mr. SPRINGER. 
and I want to put them on the free-list. One of them yields $466.16 
of duty, and the other yields $630.50 of duty. 

Mr. DUNN. What does the President’s message say ? 

Mr. SPRINGER. 
revenue ought to be put on the free-list. 

Mr. CARLISLE. While I agree generally with the gentleman from 
[linois [Mr. SPRINGER] as to the policy of taking off the dutiable list 
those articles which yield very small amounts of revenue, yet in this 
case these clauses embrace articles which are used very largely for mak- 
ing adulterated articles. 
cheap brandy, so-called apple brandy, e. 

Mr. RANDALL. The oils and essences of these truits are 
ilavoring. 

The question being taken on Mr. SPRINGER’S amendment, it was not 
agreed to. 

The CHAIRMAN. The gentleman from Illinois [Mr. Sprincrer] 
also moves to amend by striking out lines 454, 455, and 456. 

Mr. SPRINGER. 1 withdraw the motion to strike out those lines. 

The Clerk read line 457, as follows: 

Fusel-oil, or amylic alcohol, $1 per gallon. 

Mr. MORRISON, I offerthe amendment which I send to the desk. 

The Clerk read as follows: 

Strike ou} the line, namely, these words: 

* Fusel-oil, or amylic alcohol, $1 per gallon.’ 

Mr. MORRISON. Mr. Chairman, it is well known that this article 
is used in the manufacture of quinine, and that we have placed quinine 
on the free-list. Ido not know upon what principle that has been 
done. 
free-list many crude and raw materials and articles that are used in 
the arts and in the manufactures. In fact, in this list or schedule of 
chemicals are to be found many articles which are at once the materials 
and tools of trade for manufacturing. And since we have made this 
article of quinine free, it seems to me we ought to give free material 
for its manufacture. 
Means will remember that when we were investigating another sub- 
jett, and had a witness, Mr. Clark, of Peoria, Illinois, before us who 


The Chair will recognize the gentleman. 
I move to strike out the four lines which have 


used in 


» . : s see frnit ecconces « ale | f : 
People bring in these fruit essences and make | and importing it | 


| Pennsylvania [Mr. KELLEY ] differs from hiscolleag 


from such stufl 


These articles yield a very inconsiderable revenue | 


That articles like these yielding an inconsiderable | 


of protecting these manufacturers of quinine and of other medicinal 
preparations, who, to the detriment of the health of our people have 
made use of this noxious and improper solvent, I would put it back to 
the old duty of $2. 1 would even make it $4 if I could thereby prevent 
its coming into this country atall. In the interest of health therefore, 
in the interest of pure medicines, and in the interest ultimately ot 
securing to this country free alcohol for all the arts and manufactures 
I move to put this duty back to $2 a gallon. 
Mr. KELLEY. The gentleman from Kentucky [Mr. WULLIs] is en 
tirely mistaken in supposing that fusel-oil enters into medicine. 
Mr. WILLIS. I regret, then, that the honorable gentleman from 
ie [ Mr. HASKELL], 
whose speech appeared in to-day’s Recorp ene 
Mr. KELLEY. The gentleman should hear me out 
chonidia, and the other salts of these two articles, 
from the bark. The bark isa dirty-brown wood, and in the first pro 
esses of manufacture you would think it impossible fo 
powder like quinine or cinchonidia, or any of the othe1 
But solvents are used, costly proc used, dis 
tillations take place in platinum retorts and vessels, and among the 
various agents used in the several stages of manutacture this disagree 
able substance, the resultant from the manufacture of whis] 


Quinine, cin- 
are absolute results 


a clear white 
salts, to come 


Sses are 


iN has hee ll 

| found to serve as a solvent. 
The imposition of a duty of $2 per gallon on proof-spirit drove chem 
ists into seeking for substitutes for nature’s great solvent, alcohol: and 


| sell it at 


it was found that fusel-oil, a deadly poison, could be us 
stages of grinding this bark, or at some other stage 

Now, the reason for putting a duty on fusel-oil was 
people from exporting it from the country of its manutieture, the grea 
corn-growing and corn-distilling country of the world, the United State 
ack one-half alcohol, and so defrauding revenue 
A duty was put on this article as a protection to the revenu It 
worth more than 2 


> cents a gallon 


Mr. HASKELL Thirty-two and a half cents a gallon 
Mr. Kx ELLEY Phen thie we of it as a solvent h ut pt C pre 
for at the time the duty of 32. a gallon was ey were glad to 


put on t] 


25 cents a gallon And the Internal Revenue Department 

prohibited the sale, because the Department was afraid that spirits would 

| be bought with it and then separated from it And I came to Wash 

ington on behalf of the manufacturers and the distillers to wet American 
producers allowed to use this residuum of the l-louses 

{Here the hammer fell. | 
Mr. MILLS lL move toamend the amendment of th Hntleman 
from Kentucky | Mr. WILLIS] so as to make the duty on th le 20 


| per cent. ad valorem 


It is the finished product, and we have refused to place on the | 


The chairman of the Committee on Ways and | 


gave us some information as to the manufacture of alcohol, he stated | 


that this article was largely sold by him for use in the manufacture of 
quinine; that it was used instead of alcohol as a solvent. 

Mr. SMITH, of New York. What article? 

Mr. MORRISON. Fusel-oil. Notwithstanding it is not the best that 
can be used for the purpose, it is so used. It is the residuum, the dregs 
or what is left after making the whisky. It is an article that being too 
nauseous for making whisky, they use it in making quinine. And since 
they do so use it, and the article of quinine has been made free, this as 
one of the materials used ought to be free also. 

The question being taken on Mr. MorrISON’s amendment, it was 
not agreed to. 

Mr. WILLIS. I offer the amendment which I send to the desk. 

The Clerk read as follows: 

Strike out “$1” and insert ‘‘$2;” so that it will read: 

“ Fusel-oil, or amylic alcohol, $2 per gallon.” 

Mr. WILLIS. The reason I give for asking the committee to put 
this duty on fusel-oil back where it was before this attempted legisla- 
tion is just the reverse of what my friend from Illinois has given for 
making it free. It is a fact well known that fusel-oil is now used, as 
the gentleman from Kansas [Mr. HASKELL] the other day stated, in 
the manufacture of quinine, and not only of quinine but of other me- 
dicinal preparations—and fruit essences, as is suggested to me by the 
gentlen.an from Pennsylvania [Mr. RANDALL]. 

It is equally well known that fusel-oil is a deadly poison. In con- 
sequence of the duty having been taken from quinine the manufacturers 
of quinine, in order to lessen the cost of its production, have substitu- 
ted fusel-oil for alcohol, which is the proper solvent in the preparation 
of that medicine. So that instead of putting the duty at $1 in the line 


While we are constantly lk 


vislating in the interest of protecting pub 
lic morals, protecting oul people from being poisoned, and protecting 
home industry and all these other things, I think the House ought o« 
casionally to recur to the questions of revenue and commerce lhese 
are perhaps legitimate subjects tor’ us to think of someti vhen we 
are considering the questions of duties on import 

I coneur fully with the President in his message, that all those arti 
cles on our tariff-list which yield but little revenue should be stricken 
| off. It isone of the first steps to be taken in the reform of our cum 
bersome tariff, to strike off the dutiabl t all thre items that pre 
duce little or no revenue at all 

When we come to apportion the tax on any article I do not think 
is a legitimate question for us to ask whether the article is a poison o1 
is not a poison The fact, as is well known, is that it is very difficu 

| for e en scientitic people to state Positive lv what is POIson ; nd wh 
not. Strychnine is a poison, as we all know It will kill dogs, cro 
almost anything (rsenic¢ is a poison; calomel is a pois Mi 
which enters into the composition of calomel and other thi will 
produce corrosive sublimate, which is a deadly poison ull « 
things are in one form oranother healing agent they ha ort ura 
tive properties. They areadministered as medicines by allourp cian 
everywhere. There is nothing more common than for our phy to 
give strychnine as a medicine in case of certain disease 

Now, are we going to investigate rythi und ascerta whether 
it is poisonous or not poisonous, whether it is moral or immoral, when 
we come to make a tariff to produce arevenue for the Government, and 
if you please, to protect some home industries also, tor [ know that idea 
will prevail here? 1 want at least to keep within gun-shot of these two 
propositions; to have ome reference to venu nd some reference to 
home industries to satisfy you people « there, not me; for I do not 
believe in anything of that sort 

Mr. KELLEY | ll sav to the ge Leribtl Pexas [ Mi MILLS | 
that it is impossil that fusel-oil can inhere in quinine or any of its 
salts. 

Mr. MILLS i t does not alarm me il | irticle 

Mr. KELLEY. \gain Tsay that the only need of a duty on t 
article is to protect the spirit tax of the Government. 

Mr. MILLS rh is no need for a duty at all; it ought to go on 
the free-list But a few vears ago the duty on fusel-oil was 120 7 
cent. 

Mr. KELLEY ry} uvht to put hisky on the free 
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Mr. MILLS. 
quence at all. 
somewhere—— 

Many MEMBERS 

Mr. MILLS. Do not be ina hurry, gentlemen; possess your souls in 
patience. You had better read your Bible a little and learn there how 
necessary it is to exercise your patience. 

I do not know but there is some little manufactory stuck away down 
in some valley somewhere which will get the benefit of this duty. It 
looks to me in that way. I do not believe this is the proper way to 
foster and build up a manufacture. 

I think the proposition stated by a Senator a few days ago is correct: 
that a calf will never learn to eat grass as long as you let him suck. 
| Laughter. ] 

Mr. WILLIS. I do not intend to trespass on the patience of the 
committee, but I believe this is one of the most important subjects be- 
fore us for discussion. 

What is the proposition of the gentleman from Texas [Mr. MIL1s] 
and the gentleman from Pennsylvania [Mr. KELLEY]? The proposition 
of the gentleman from Texas is that fusel-oil is a beneficial remedial 
agent, and hence, like chloroform and other drugs, should be imported. 
I deny that. And I say it is an old and well-established principle of 
legislation that we can and should protect both the morals and the health 
of cur people. This bill in its first section illustrates the exercise of 
both of these powers. 

Now, I say that fusel-oil, as it is used in the preparation of these pro- 
prietary medicines and in the manufacture of quinine, is a detriment 
to the health of our people, and we are authorized, by establishing the 
highest duty, to prevent its importation and use. There is no higher 
duty resting upon us as representatives of the people than to protect 
the public health against invasion from any quarter whatever. The 
gentleman from Pennsylvania, the honorable chairman of the Commit- 
tee on Ways and Means [Mr. KELLEY], says that fusel-oil is not used 
in the manufacture of quinine. I think he is mistaken in that propo- 
sition. 

Mr. KELLEY. I said it.was used as an agent in the process of man- 
ufacture, but it does not and can not enter into quinine. 

Mr. WILLIS. It is used in precisely the way that alcohol was for- 
merly used and as alcohol would now be used but for the fact that quinine 
has been made free and there is a heavy tax upon alcohol. It is used 
asa solvent. I ask the gentleman whether there did not appear, over 
eight months ago, before the Committee on Ways and Means a gentle- 
man, the owner of a distillery, who testified that since quinine was made 
free he used only the imported article, because the imported article was 
not manufactured, as far as he knew, by the use of this poison, fusel-oil ; 
and when asked how he knew that American manufacturers used it, 
replied, ‘‘ Because I sell it tothem?’’ I call attention also to the testi- 
mony given before the Tariff Commission by Mr. Robert H. Cowdery, 
one of the most prominent druggists in the city of Chicago, representing 
the druggists’ association of that city. I have here his testimony. The 
majority in this Congress appointed this commission to take evidence. 
These are your witnesses. Take now their testimony and upon it render 
your verdict. What does Mr. Cowdery say: 


Furthermore, alcoho! is not used to any extent in the manufacture of quinine, 
fusel-oil taking its place almostentirely. 


This duty on fusel-oil brings no revenue of any conse- 
I do not know whether there is some little manufactory 


Vote! Vote! 


In addition to that I hold in my hand the speech of the gentleman 
from Kansas [Mr. HASKELL], a member of the Committee on Ways 
and Means—a speech published in the Recorp of this morning—in 
which he says: 

What can you buy it for? You can buy fusel-oil to-day for 32 cents a gallon, 
purified and ready for use in the manufacture of quinine. 

[Here the hammer fell. ] 

The question being taken on the amendment of Mr. MILLs to the 
amendment of Mr. WILLIS, it was not agreed to. 

Theamendmentof Mr. W1LLIs was notagreed to, there being—ayes 32, 
noes 69. 

The Clerk read as follows: 


Acid, tannic, and tannin, 80 cents per pound. 


Mr. MILLS. I move to amend this paragraph by striking out ‘‘ 80 
cents per pound’? and inserting ‘‘ 50 per cent. ad valorem.’’ 

Mr. TUCKER. Asanamendment to the amendment I move to make 
the duty 50 cents per pound. 

Mr. TUCKER’s amendment to the amendment was not agreed to. 

The amendment of Mr. MILLs was not agreed to. 

The Clerk read as follows: 

Extract of hemlock and other bark used for dyeing and tanning, not otherwise 
provided for in this act, 10 per cent. ad valorem. 

Mr. CURTIN. I move to amend by striking out ‘‘10’’ and insert- 
ing ‘'20,’’ so as to make the duty imposed by this paragraph 20 per 
cent. This is the present rate of duty on the extracts from barks used 
in tanning. There is no one engaged in tanning leather in this coun- 
try who asks for this change in the duty. It is asked for by one large 
tirm in Massachusetts who desire to introduce from Canada this extract. 
In their petition they declare that they have purchased a million and 
a half acres of hemlock lands in Canada for the purpose of making this 








extract, and therefore they desire a reduction of the duty to 10 percent 

Sut this reduction will not reduce the cost of leather to the consumer 
one farthing, and it will interfere directly with the business of tanning 
in the States where they grow hemlock and oak bark used for tanning 
There are nine counties in Pennsylvania in which we have a million 
and a half acres of land growing bark used in tanning. Large invest. 
ments have been made there in the tanning business. There are lands 
of the same kind in Maryland, Virginia, New York, West Virginia, and 
some of the States farther south. This is an industry which is grow- 
ing in this country. While the reduction of duty as proposed in the 
bill will benefit the firm in Massachusetts who declare that they haye 
invested a large amount of money in the manufacture of this article in 
Canada, it will reduce the revenues of the Government and take money 
from the pockets of those engaged in a legitimate branch of business jn 
this country. The proposed reduction, it seems to me, favors neither 
home industry nor the capital invested in this business. 

This Massachusetts firm gives as a reason for the reduction of duty 
that we are destroying the forests inthis country. Thisis not the busi- 
ness of that firm in Massachusetts. If aman has an acre of land which 
produces bark the essence of which can be used in the making of leather 
it is his own business whether he pleases to cut down his timber or not. 
Speaking for the people of Pennsylvania, my constituents, I do not de- 
sire that this firm in Massachusetts shall be the judge whether we shall 
or shall not destroy our forests as we may deem most profitable. | 
hope the reduced rate of duty proposed in the bill, which diminishes 
the revenue of the Government and tends to destroy a useful domestic 
industry, will not be agreed to. 

Mr. CANDLER. I rise to oppose the amendment of the gentleman 
from Pennsylvania. The Tariff Commission, after carefully examining 
this question, recommended that it be placed upon the free-list, and the 
reason for this was because it concerns the great leather interest of this 
country. It enables the tanner to produce his leather at a lower rate. 
The exportation of leather is now one of the great and important ex- 
ports of the country. It reduces the cost of leather to the people, and 
enables them to have theirshoes and other products of leather at amuch 
lower rate than heretofore. 

It also, Mr. Chairman, protects the hemlock forests of this country. 
We hardly realize that this great tanning interest of the United States 
is exhausting our hemlock forests very rapidly, and the Tariff Commis- 
sion were wise in considering both of these important interests. I hope 
there will be no increase on it. If anything is done it should be placed 
where the commission placed it, and that is upon the free-list. 

Mr. CURTIN. Let me ask the gentleman a question? 

Mr. CANDLER. Certainly. 

Mr. CURTIN. Do you not know on the letter of that firm in Mas- 
sachusetts the Senate put it up to 20 per cent. on the motion of the 
Senator of New York? 

Mr. CANDLER. I want the House to legislate rightly, and I pro- 
pose so to legislate in this House. 

Mr. SKINNER. I offer the following amendment to the amend- 
ment: 

In line 466 strike out “‘10" and insert 25." 

I offer this amendment in the interest of protection to a young but 
important industry of this country. 

Ever since the manufacture of the extract of hemlock bark became 
known to commerce the rate of duty imposed has been 20 per cent. 
The Tariff Commission, after hearing those interested in its manutfact- 
ure, not in thiscountry but in Canada, recommended that it be put upon 
the free-list. The Ways and Means Committee have reported in favor 
of a duty of 10 per cent. The Senate, in considering the bill now be- 
fore that body, has fixed the rate at 20 per cent. The article in ques- 
tion is similar in its uses to the extract of sumac, the duty upon which 
the Senate has fixed at 20 per cent. 

Mr. HAMMOND, of Georgia. _I rise to a question of order. 
to be told in every speech what the Senate did or did not? 

Mr. SKINNER. I withdraw all reference to the Senate. 

The CHAIRMAN. The gentleman will proceed in order. 

Mr. SKINNER. The gentleman from Virginia [Mr. Tucker], a 
member of the Ways and Means Committee, with an eye to the welfare 
of his State and its interests, which action I heartily commend, has 
wisely secured the retention of the duty on sumac at 20 per cent. 
{Laughter.] Both extracts are used in the manufacture of leather. 
My own district is interested in this matter, and there are manufactories 
in the States of Pennsylvania, Michigan, and Virginia, and I trust the 
Representatives from those States will join me in protecting them by a 
duty sufficient to keep alive the industry. It protects not only the 
small manufacturer but the laborer as well. 

The only opposition to retaining the present duty comes from large 
capitalists and manufacturers of leather who within a few years have 
bought immense tracts of hemlock forests in Canada, and who have built 
expensive manufactories of this article there, and who desire to import 
free of duty every pound which they can produce, totheinjury of smaller 
manufactories in the States named. One or two firms make the state- 
ment that they own and control 1,500,000 acres of hemlock lands in 
Canada, and have erected five extract works at a cost of $200,000 each. 
They bought these lands and erected these works while the duty was 
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fixed at 20 per cent. If they could afford to do this under the present 
tariff they can afford to go on if we continue the same rate. If they 
found its manufacture profitable then, they can not object to continuing 
the rate. : ; 

Mr. HORR. What is the present rate? 

Mr. SKINNER. [wenty per cent. I desire to quote a statement laid 
upon our desks, signed by Messrs. F. Shaw & Brothers and Young, 
Thayer & Co., of Boston: 

REASONS FOR REMOVING THE DUTY ON THE EXTRACT OF IEMLOCK BARK. 

We would respectfully ask your attention to the following petition for protec- 
tion of our hemlock forests, which are rapidly being depleted by one of the 
largest interests in our country, namely, the leather interest. As an indication 
of the importance this question—bark—is assuming, it may be stated that the | 
tanners of this country use 1,250,000 cords of barka year. Anacre of hemlock 
land will yield about seven cords of bark. It thus takes upward of 178,000 acres 
of land to supply bark to the tanneries. As only nine States produce hemlock 
bark, it can be seen why the supply is becoming so rapidly exhausted. Itought 
to be understood that to get the bark the tree must be cut down, and can not be 
replaced. 

We, the undersigned, own and control 1,500,000 acres of bark land and oper- 
ate twenty-three tanneries; own nine extract works, and employ 5,000 men 
part of the year, 2,000 men all the time, and make 72,000 barrels of extract a year, 
the entire product of North America being but 100,000 barrels. 

It has been stated that there are large extract factories in Canada owned by 
English capitalists. Asa matter of fact there are seven factories in Canada, of 
which five belong to us, and are run, with the exception of one, to supply our 
own tanneries, thereby saving the forests around them, thus adding to the lives 
of the plants. Four of these factories have cost us $200,000 each, and in order to 
protect the plantand run them we must have large amounts of bark in their im- 
mediate neighborhood, and for this reason we have built extract works in Can- 
ada, thereby practically bringing our bark from another country, in a cheap and 
economical way, and in this manner protecting our own forests for future use 

There is a duty of 20 per cent. on this extract under the law of a manufactured 
article unprovided for, and the Tariff Commission recommend that the duty be 
reduced to 10 per cent. 

We would most respectfully ask to have it put on the free-li 
the head of protection to our hemlock forests. 

We ask this as owners of 1,500,000 acres of land and manufacturers of 72,000 
barrels of extract, which is two-thirds of all the extract manufactured in North 
America. A memorial has been presented to Congress signed by most of the 
leading tanners of the country. Nearly, if not all, would have signed it had 
there been an opportunity to present it tothem. They as’ that this duty of 20 
per cent. on the extract of hemlock be removed. 

Very respectfully, yours, 


st, Coming under 


F. SHAW & BROTHI 


RS 


The information upon which the Tariff Commission and the Commit- 
tee on Way and Means based their action recommending the reduction 
in the rate to 10 per cent was given by I’. Shaw & Bros. and Young, 
Thayer & Co., of Boston, and their representative Fh. A. Wyman. On 
page 680, part 2, of the report of the Tariff Commission, Mr. Wyman 
states that the entire revenue collected irom the importation-of hem- 
lock bark extract is less than $10,000. This statement is substantially 
correct. On the previous page he states that they have five extract 
factories in Canadaand New Brunswick, and four in the United States. 

In the extract above given, the writers state that in their ‘* nine ex- 
tract works they make 72,000 barrels of extract per year,’’ an average ot 
8,000 barrels for each factory. The standard weight of extract is 10 
pounds per gallon, and itis put up in barrelsholding about 50 gallons. 
Calling the net weight per barrel 450 pounds, which is inside the frets, 
and we have for the yearly production of their Canada factories 40,000 
barrels or 18,000,000 pounds, which at 2 cents per pound, the sworn 
valuation at which it is entered, is $360,000. The duty on this at 20 
per cent. would be $72,000. The $10,000 collected is partly made up 
from the importations of J. & J. Miller & Co., of Canada and New 
Brunswick, a portion of whose product comes here. Every barrel of 
Young, Thayer & Co. and Shaw Bros. lam informed and believe comes 
to the United States. Now, if the amount collected covers all the ey 
tract imported their statement of product is an enormous exaggeration 
and at once discredits every statement they make. If their statement 
of product is true they convict themselves by their own testimony of 
gross frauds upon the Government’s revenues. 

Congress by reducing the duty would be paying a premium to these 
parties for making fraudulent importations, whiie at the same time op- 
pressing and ruining the American manufacturers and throwing their 
workmen out of employment. It is also legislation in favor of great 
apitalists who count their lands by the million acres against numer- 
ous manufacturers of small means whose last dollar is at stake. 

I now desire to quote the following: 
REASONS WHY THE DUTY ON EXTRACT OF HEMLOCK 

MOVED OR REDUCED 

The undersigned respectfully ask your attention to the following reasons why 
the present duty of 20 per cent. ad valorem on extracts of bark for tanning should 
not removed : 

The manufacture of hemlock extract in the United States was induced by the 
levy of the existing duty, since which time extract works have been erected in 
Maine, Vermont, New York, Pennsylvania, Michigan, and Wisconsin, and the 
resulting competition has reduced the price from 8 cents per pound to an aver- 
age of 3cents per pound for the past two years, which price but little more than 
covers cost to American manufacturers; and asa further result, more than one- 
half of all such works have been forced to discontinue business. 

here are but two Canadian extracts sold in the Boston and New York markéts, 
and there are five American extracts quoted in the same markets 

On account of the difference in value of bark, labor, and materials, extracts 
can be manufactured in Canada 30 per cent. cheaper than in the United States. 

The timber peeled for the purpose of extracting the bark is used for lumber, 
and there are many localities which are not suitable for tanneries, where the 
bark would be lost if not extracted, as the lumber interest demands and will have 
the timber. 

Interspersed with hemlock grows pine, spruce, and hard-wood timber, which 






BARK SHOULD NOT BE RE- 


CONGRESSIONAL RECORD—HOUSE. 





1941 


are more valuable for lumber, and when removed wining timber 





to certain destruction by storms and forest fires 
The lumber interests demand all the useful timber in accessible localities; and 
the cost of handling hemlock logs with the bark on is much greater than when 
B & 
peeled, which, added to the loss of the bark, will cripple hemlock lumber inter 


ests In many sections of the country 

That at the present time (January, 1883) no foreign extracts are offered in our 
markets, the entire product going to Europe; butin times of general depression 
in the leather trade, when prices are low and demand small, Canadian extracts 


are forced upon our markets, and, asitisa perishable article, sold for what it wi 
bring. 

In answer to the statement heretofore presented, signed F. Shaw & Bro., ask 
ing that extracts be placed on the free-list, we would say that it is noe doubt 
profitable for them to transport their bark from remote localities in Canada in 


the form of extract to their tanneries in the United St 
objection to their doing so, but we submit that in 


and we can raise ne 
should not be done to 


Istice 


the large extracting interest in the United States, both present and prospective 
for their special benefit 

In conclusion we would say 

First. That the destruction of our forests is not properly attributable to the 

| extracting industry. The demand for lumber far exceeds the supply of hemlock 
| timber, and in many cases if the bark were not peeled for extracting it would 
be lost entirely. 

Second. That the placing of extracts on the free-list will make its manufacture 
in the United States unprofitable, and will result in disaster to the pres man 
ufacturers, and prevent further investments in that business 

Third, The stoppage of the business of extracting in the | ed Sta will 

| have the effect of encouraging the construction of extract work i Canada, and 
the large amounts of money now paid to American workingmen in this lus 
try will be transferred to the Canadian laborer and the destruct 

dustry rendered complete 

The facts above stated show that the American ma 1 ex 
tracts now have to content themselves with very meager pre ned that any 
reduction therefrom will destroy their business, and that th ‘ servi 
tion of forests is fallacious 

We therefore respectfully ask that the present duty of 20 px em 
be retained, or that aspecifie duty of one-half of 1 cent per pound by ! ted 

lL. CRAWFORD & CO 
Manufacturers of Extract at Chase's 1 \ 
N. SPENCER THOMAS 
Manu f Extract at Painted Post, N. Y., and at 7 I ! 
L. BACKER 
1y Smethport Extract Company, Smethp ” 
Similour statements have been made by Byron D. Hamlin, of Mele 
County, Pennsylvania, and by John H. Heald & Co., of Lynchburg] 
Virginia 
In conclusion I desire to say that I believe in protecting ne of the 
smaller industries of our country which go to make up the sum total 
of a nation’s prosperity. Lam prepared to stand by the report of the 
Tariff Commission and of the Ways and Means Conmitt > tin 
their action stands by American indust When I think their recon 
mendations too low I shall vote for an increase, as [ doin tl istar 

Tam not for protection simply for protec but only ; ins of 
advancing the general prosperity of our country, in which manufietures 
and laborer have ual interest. While our friends on other 
side disclaim adherence to the doctrine of tree trade, they ha ot filed 
as yet to vote forany and all propositions to increase the free t Che 
real prosperity df our country dates from the settled establishn tota 
protective system, and only by maintaining that system will our pro 
ress be real and substantial 

Mr. Chairman, I withdraw my amendment and hope the ent 
offered by the gentleman trom Pennsylvania will prevail 

Mr. MILLS. I renew the amendment tothe amendment Phe ger 
tleman from Massachusetts a few moments avo advocated this measure 
of reduction of duty in the interest of protection. Now, it is one ot 

the happy qualities of the doctrine of protection that it fits every im 
aginable kind of a case that comes up. It is universal in its applica 

tion. We have a provision in our tariff law for the protection of our 


forests, and that is to put high duti all foreign goods comin 


on 


this country You put almost prohtbitory duties on goods comi into 
this country to protect our forests. We are now told the proper y to 
protect our forests is to take off the duty, in this case the duty on hem 
lock. The doctrine is reversed, but it is protection all round I believe 
in taking off alldutieson raw materials. I think that i mand prin 
ciple. I think it is one we ought to adhere to, and wh: ‘ e can 
serve the purpose had in view by maintaining the d re What Is 
it for? Why do we want to take off the duty on1 ih t \s 
stated by my friend from Louisiana [ Mr. En. } ’ toen 
able our manufacturers to go into the marke decor t 
products of other countries. 

And, besides that, it isto enabie our own people to purchase and con 
sume these articles at a lower rate Our people have got to have leather, 
which is manufnetured into boots and shoes and all of these thin and 

see no reason why the Treasury should not exact some revenue from 
those who produce these irticles ] aeres t the duties ought to be 
at least 20 per cent or if we intend to pr this onthe free-li or re 
duce it 10 per cent., there should lx corresponding reduction in. the 
manufactured product. This was the same question, involving tli 
principle, as the one to which I referred a few moments ago in referenr 
to aniline dyes. Now, | agreed to put all dyes on the free-list if i 


doing that we carry it out legitimately to its proper consequences and 


bring in the manufactured product at a lower rate of duty and at the 
lowest price that it can be produced tor here, so that our people may hay 
the benetit of it Kither do that or let them take 29 per cent Y of 


| . . 
their profits and I will agree to it 


I withdraw the amendment. 
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Mr. CARLISLE. Mr. Chairman, I move to amend by striking out 
the entire clause, and I desire to say that I will follow that by a motion 
to put it on the free-list. 

Mr. SKINNER. Let meask the gentleman a question; if he believes 
in putting this on the free-list why did he not make the same motion in 
regard to the extract of sumac in Virginia? 

Mr. CARLISLE. 
from Pennsylvania desires to move that the committee now rise. 

Mr. KELLEY. 
to it that I would move that the committee rise at 6 o’clock. 
ask them to-morrow to stay here until the same hour. 


I shall 
This will ev- 


idently occupy some time, and therefore | move that the committee do | 


now rise, 

The motion was agreed to. 

The committee accordingly rose; and the Speaker having resumed the 
chair, Mr. Burrows, of Michigan, reported that the Committee of the 
Whole House on the state of the Union, having had under consideration 
the bill (11. R. 7313) to impose duties upon imports, and for other pur- 
poses, had come to no resolution thereon. 


ORDER OF BUSINESs. 


Mr. KELLEY. I move that the House do now adjourn. 


EXPENSES IN CONTESTED-ELECTION 

Pending the motion to adjourn, 

Mr. CALKINS, by unanimous consent, introduced a bill (H. Rh. 7478) 
to provide for the payment of expenses incurred in contested-election 
cases in the Forty-seventh Congress; which was read a first and second 
time, referred to the Committee on Elections, and ordered to be printed. 


CASES. 


HENNEPIN PARK. 

Mr. DAVIS, of Illinois. I ask unanimous consent to introduce at 
this time joint resolutions of the Legislature of the State of. Illinois, 
with the request that they be printed in the RecorpD and properly re- 
ferred 

Mr. ‘THOMPSON, of Kentucky. 

Mr. DAVIS, of Illinois. 
to the National Park. 

There being no objection, the joint resolutions were ordered to be 
printed in the Recorp, and referred respectively to the Committee on 
Commerce and the Committee on the Public Lands. They are as fol- 
lows: 


CANAL--NATIONAL 


To what do they refer? 
One tothe Hennepin Canal, and the other 


Joint resolution. 


Whereas a bill is now pending in Congress providing for constructing a canal 
from the Illinois River, at or near Hennepin, to the Mississippi River, at or above 
Rock Island; and 

Whereas the people of the State of Illinois have voted to cede the Illinois and 
Michigan Canal to the United States: Therefore, 

Resolved by the house of representatives (the senate concurring), That our Sena- 
tors in Congress be, and are hereby, instructed, and our Representatives re- 
quested, to vote forand use their influence to procure the passage of said bill 
known as the ‘“* Hennepin Canal! bill,” and to secure the acceptance by the United 
States of the said Llinois and Michigan Canal. 

Resolved, That the governor be, and is hereby, requested to forward a copy of 
these resolutions to each of our Senators and Representatives in Congress. 

LORIN ©, COLLINS, Jr., 
Speaker of the House of Representatives. 
Adopted by the house of representatives January 12, 1883. 
JOHN A, REEVE, 
Clerk of the House. 
WM. J. CAMPBELL, 
President of the Senate pro tempore. 

Concurred in by the senate January 15, 1883. 

L. F. WATSON, 
Secretary of the Senate. 


UNITED STATES OF AMERICA, 
State of Illinois, ss: 


I, Henry D. Dement, secretary of state of the State of Illinois, do hereby cer- 
tify that the foregoing is a true copy of a preamble and joint resolution adopted 
by the Thirty-third General Assembly of the State of Illinois, and filed in this 
office January 24, A, D. 1883. 

In witness whereof I hereunto set my hand and affix the great seal of state. 
Done at Springfield this 23th day of January, in the year of our Lord 1883. 

[sma] HENRY D. DEMENT, 

Secretary of State. 
Preamble and joint resolutions of the Thirty-third General Assembly of the 
State of Tllinois. 

Whereas the people of the State of Illinois, having a common interest in our 
National Park, and the maintaining of the same free to all the people of the earth 
visiting this region of matchless wonders and grandeurs, and learning that a 
company of capitalists are trying to secure a lease of said park, with exclusive 
rights therein; and 

Whereas the attention of Congress being caHed to said transaction by the re- 
port of Lieutenant-General Sheridan, —— to the War Department November 
1, I882, and Senator Ves? having reported a bill from committee to the Senate of 
the United States, making rules and regulations for the better government of 
said park: Therefore, 

Re it resolved by the senate and house of representatives (concurring herein), That 
this General Assembly, acting on behalf of the people of this State, respectfully 
request that our Senators and Representatives in Congress use all honorable 
means to secure the passage of a law that will give to the people visiting said 
park the right of viewing the wonders therein contained free from the extortion 
of monopolists or hinderance from any source whatever, so far as may be con- 
sistent with the necessary protection of the scenery and objects of curiosity and 
the protection of the game and fish therein contained. 

Resolved, That we hereby tender to Lieutenant-General Sheridan and Senator 
Vist the thanks of the —_ of this State for their timely and earnest efforts 
in the preventing of said park from passing into the exclusive possession of said 


I willstate to the gentleman, unless the gentleman | 


Mr. Chairman, I promised if gentlemen would agree | 





———— 
company, to be used by them as a cattle-ranch and for the 
from tourists visiting said park. 

Resolved, That the secretary of state be, and he is hereb 
ward copies of these resolutions to our Senators and Re 
gress, and a copy of each to Lieutenant-General Sheridar 

Adopted by the senate January 16, 1885. 


extorting of money 
¥, requested to for- 
presentatives in Con. 
rand Senator View 


WM. J. CAMPBELL, 
President of the Sena: 
L. F. WATSON, Secretary 
Concurred in by the house of representatives January 18, 1883. 
LORIN C, COLLINS, Jn. 
Speaker of the House of Representatives 
JOHN A. REEVE, Ceri: 


UNITED STATES OF AMERICA, 
State of Illinois, 8 : 

I, Henry D, Dement, secretary of state of the State of Illinois, do ler i 
tify that the foregoing is a true copy of a preamble and joint resolution adopted 
by the Thirty-third General Assembly of the State of Ilinois, and fled in this 
office January 25, A. D. 1883. a 

In witness whereof I hereunto set my hand and affix the great seal of sta), 
Done at Springtield the 25th day of January, inthe year of our Lord Iss3 

[SEAL. HENRY D. DEMENT, 
Secretary of Stat. 

The motion to adjourn was then agreed to; and accordingly (a) ¢ 

o'clock p. m.) the House adjourned. 


‘by 


PETITIONS, ETC. 

The following petitions and papers were laid on the Clerk's desk. 
under the rule, and referred as follows : 

By Mr. BELMONT: Two petitions of 233 ship-owners, masters, and 
pilots of the port of New York, praying thata system of gas-lighted buoys 
be placed along the coast and inland waters of the United States—seye 
ally to the Committee on Commerce. 

By Mr. COOK: The petition of Mr. Phillip Cook, for the establis) 
ment of post-route in Georgia—to the Committee on the Post-Office and 
Post-Roads. 

By Mr. CURTIN: The petition of Alfred 8. Sheller, for relief—to t}y 
Committee on Claims. 

By Mr. G. R. DAVIS: The petition of the Amalgamated Association 
of Iron and Steel Workers, Lodge No. 14, of Chicago, Illinois, praying 
for legislation in their interest and asking for a duty on steel rails of 
not less than 1 cent per pound—to the Committee on Ways and Means 

By Mr. DEZENDORF: The petition of citizens of Berkeley, Virginia, 
for a material reduction of the duty on sugar—to the same committe: 

By Mr. DINGLEY: The petition of the American Temperance 
Union, protesting against the extension of the bonded period for distilled 
spirits—to the same committee. 

By Mr. GEORGE: The petition of citizens of Coos and Curry Coun- 
ties, Oregon, for an appropriation for the improvement of Sixes River 
to the Committee on Commerce. 

Also, the petition of the Independent Order of Good Templars of Ore- 
gon, for the appointment of a commission of inquiry concerning the al- 
coholic liquor traffic—to the Committee on the Alcoholic Liquor Trafic. 

By Mr. GUENTHER: The petition of the Wisconsin State Grange, 
relative to the amendment of the patent laws—to the Committee on 
Patents. 

By Mr. HARDENBERGH: The resolutions adopted by the Irish Na- 
tional League, relative to the threatened famine in Ireland—to the Com- 
mittee on Foreign Affairs. 

By Mr. HEPBURN: The petition of Edson Jeffers and 26 others, citi- 
zens of Council Bluffs, Iowa, for reduction of the duty on sugar—to the 
Committee on Ways and Means. 

By Mr. HOBLITZELL: The petition of Henry Goodman, for increase 
of pension—to the Committee on Invalid Pensians. 

By Mr. LEWIS: The joint resolutions of the Legislature of Illinois, 
relative to the Hennepin Canal—to the Committee on Commerce. 

Iso, the resolutions adopted by the Legislature of Illinois, urging the 
passage of the Smith bill making rules and regulations for the govern- 
ment of the Yellowstone National Park—to the Committee on the Public 
Lands. 

VBy Mr. SPARKS: The resolutions of the General Assembly of the 
State of Illinois, forthe passage of the Senate bill making rules and rez- 
ulations for the better government of the Yellowstone National Park— 
to the same committee. 

Also, the joint resolutions adopted by the Legislature of Illinois, urg- 
ing the passage of the Hennepin Canal bill—to the Committee on Com- 
merce. 

By Mr. J. D. TAYLOR: The resolutions adopted by the Guernsey 
County (Ohio) Agricultural Institute, protesting against any reduction 
of the tariff on wooli—to the Committee on Ways and Means. 

By Mr. E.B. TAYLOR: The petition of Warren Bishop and 93 others 
for reduction of the duty on sugar—to the same committee. 

By Mr. P. B. THOMPSON: The petition of James M. Crawford, for 
relief—to the Committee on War Claims. 

By Mr. WEBBER: The petition of L. H. Withey & Co. and 30 others, 
of Grand Rapids, Michigan, asking that lumber be placed on the free- 
list—to the Committee on Ways and Means. 

By Mr. C. G. WILLIAMS: The petition of O. F. Bowles and ~! 
others, of Afton, Wisconsin, for passage of the bill to regulate interstate 
commerce—to the Committee on Commerce. 


sever- 














By Mr. WILLITS: The petition of the members of the faculty of the 
University of the State of Michigan, relative to the construction of a 
building for and the appointment of a superintendent of the United 
States Naval Observatory—to the Committee on Naval Affairs. 

The following petitions, praying that Congress will not adopt any 
lower rate of duties on foreign manufactured products than that recom- 
mended by the Tariff Commission, were presented and referred to the 
Committee on Ways and Means: 

By Mr. BARR: Of 56 laboring men of Northumberland, leunsylva- 
nia. 

ty Mr. CLEMENTS: Of employés of Cherokee Iron Company, of 
Cedartown, Georgia. 

By Mr. 8. 8. COX: Of 107 members of the Cotton Exchange of the 
city of New York. 

By Mr. DAWES: Of T. A. Watson and 75 others, of Pomeroy, Ohio. 

By Mr. J. HAMMOND: Of workingmen of Altona, New York. 

B, Mr. HILL: Ofemployés of the blast-furnace, Chester, New Jersey. 

By Mr. MILLER: Of 90 employés of the Sharon Iron Company, of 
Sharon, Pennsylvania. 

By Mr. SCOVILLE: Of employés of Union Iron Works, and of em- 
ployés of Fletcher Furnace Company, and employés of other workshops 
of Buffalo, New York. 

By Mr. SPRINGER: Of 600 workingmen of Ridgely, Sangamon 
County, Illinois. 





The following petitions, remonstrating against the proposed transfer 
of the revenue marine to the Navy Department, were presented and 
referred to the Committee on Commerce: 

By Mr. BELMONT: Of keepers and crews of life-saving stations Nos. 
26, 27, and 28 at Oak Island and Jones Beach; of keepers and crews of 
life-saving stations Nos. 29 and 30, at Jones Beach, Wendana Short 


Beach; of keepers and crews of life-saving stations Nos. 22, 23, 24, and | 


25, at Bellport, Blue Point, Lone Hill, Pointof Woods, and Fire Island; 
of merchants, owners, and pilots of Inogue; of keepers and crews of life- 
saving stations Nos. 32 and 33, Long Island; of merchants and owners 
of vessels of Northport and of the superintendent of third life-saving dis- 
trict, and the keepers and crews of life-saving stations Nos. 
11, and 12, of Napeague, Narragansett, Georgica, New York. 

By Mr. BINGHAM: The resolutions of the board of wardens of the 
port of Philadelphia. 

By Mr. CRAPO: Of members of the Legislature of Massachusetts. 

By Mr. DEZENDORP: Of citizens of Norfolk and citizens of Princess 
Anne County, Virginia. 

By Mr. B. W. HARRIS: Of owners, agents, and masters of vessels of 
Massachusetts; of the resolutions of the New England Ship Owners’ 


~ 


7, 8, 9, 10, 


Association; of resolutions of the Boston Board of Trade; of resolutions | 


of the Board of Marine Underwriters of Boston; and of resolutions of 
the committee on maritime affairs of the Boston Board of Trade. 

By Mr. HOBLITZELL: Of owners and masters of vessels of the port 
of Baltimore, Maryland. 

By Mr. LATHAM: Of citizens of Currituck County; of owners, mas- 
ters, and pilots of vessels, and merchants of North Carolina; and of 
officers and men of the sixth life-saving district of North Carolina. 


By Mr. O’NEILL: Of resolutions adopted by the board of wardens | 


of the port of Philadelphia, and petition of Board of Marine Underwrit- 
ers. 

By Mr. C.G. WILLIAMS: Of keeper and surfmen of life-saving sta- 
tion No. 13, at Kenosha, and of merchants, owners, and masters of ves- 
sels of Kenosha, Wisconsin. 


SENATE. 
FRIDAY, February 2, 1885. 

The Senate met at 11 o'clock a. m. 
J. J. BULLocK, D. D. 

The Journal of yesterday's proceedings was read and approved. 

PETITIONS AND MEMORIALS. 

Mr. MILLER, of New York. I present a memorial of the Chamber 
of Commerce of New York, which sets forth at length the reasons why 
the coinage of the standard silver dollar should be limited to the ye- 
quirements of the people. I shall not detain the Senate by reading fie 
memorial, but move its reference to the Committee on Finance 

The motion was agreed to. 

Mr. MILLER, of New York, presented a petition of workingmen, 
— of W. W. Wood, at Wood’s Furnace, New York, praying that 
no lower duty be imposed on any article of foreign manufacture than 
‘that recommended by the Tariff Commission; which was ordered to lie 
‘on the table. 

Mr. MITCHELL presented a petition of 34 employés of Whitehead 
& Swoope, Mount Allison, Huntingdon County, Pennsylvania; a peti- 
tion of 36 employés of John Whitehead & Co., Elizabeth Furnace, Blair 
County, Pennsylvania, and a petition of employs of Ligget Spring and 


Prayer by the Chaplain, Rev. 
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limited), Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania, praying for the 
adoption of no lower rate of duty on any article of foreign manufacture 
than that recommended by the Tariff Commission: which were ordered 
to lie on the table 

He also presented resolutions of the Commercial Exchange of Phila 
delphia, Pennsylvania, remonstrating against the transfer of the reve 
nue-marine service, the Marine-Hospitai Service, and the Life-Saving 
Service from the Treasury to the Navy Department; which were re 
ferred to the Committee on Commerce. 

He also presented a petition of the western quarterly meeting of the 
Society of Friends, of Pennsylvania, officially signed, praying for the 
prohibition of the manufacture and sale of all alcoholic beverages in the 
District of Columbi 
trict of Columbia 


He also presented a petition of Grand Army Post No. 81, of Susque 


Axle Company 


which was referred to the Committee on the Dis 


hanna County, Pennsylvania, and a petition of Grand Army Post No. 
133, of Carbon County, Pennsylvania, praying tor the passage of the 
bill granting an increase of pension to soldiers who have lost a limb in 
the service; which were ordered to lie on th table 
Mr. McMILLAN I present the petition of Geor e bk. Brott, of Wash 
ington, District of Columbia, praying compensation to personal prop 
erty taken and used by theGovernment of the United States \t the 
proper time I shall ask leave by the same request to introduce a bill 
| granting the prayer of the petitioner [ move eren the 
petition to the Committee on Claims 
The motion was agreed to 
Mr. HOAR I present the petition of Chark \ | } dent 
ot Harvard University; Edward C. Pickering, director ot observa 
tory there; Joseph Louering, professor; Henry L. Eust pr ol 
Asa Gray, professor of botany; Josiah D. Whitney, prot tr: Josiah 
P. Cooke, protessor of chemistry in Harvard University, and ot} gen 
tlemen who are well-known scholars and scientific men praying that 
provision be made by law that no one but a professional astronome: 
of experience and rep ttation be hereatter eligible for the position ot 
Superintendent of the United States Naval Observatory, and that the 


proposed new observatory 


shall be planned and built under the dire 


tion of a commission of scientilic vaint 


men who have a practical acqt 

ance with the needs of such an institution [| suppose the petition 
should go to the Committee on Naval Affairs Chis is a very impor 
tant matter and ought to go toa committee that knows something 
| about it. 

Mr. ROLLINS That is the Committee on Appropriut 

Mr. HOAR It proposes general legislation 

Mr. ROLLINS They have charge of that 

Mr. HOAR. Itisa petition which relates to Lie Diuinagemen mi 


| construction of the proposed naval observatory 

Mr. ANTHONY. I think it ought to go to the Committee on Naval 
| Affairs if anything should go to that committe But as everything re 

lating to naval affairs has been absorbed by the Committee on A ppro 
priations, I do not know but that it would be more appropri ite to re 

fer it to that committee 

Mr. HOAR. As the Committee on Naval Affairs are never allowed 
to express their opinion in regard to navigating the earth, I did not 
| know but that navigation among the stars might be in their 
will move the reference of the p to the Committe 
Affairs. 

The motion was agreed to. 

Mr. HOAR presented the memorial of George A. Veeder, keeper, and 
the surfmen in the second Life-Saving district of the United States on 
the coast of Massachusetts, remonstrating against the transfer of the 
revenue-marine service from the Treasury to the Navy Department 
which was referred to the Committee on Commerce 


line ] 
Naval 


tition on 


HISTORICAL MANUSCRIPTS 


Mr. SHERMAN. Lamdirected by the Joint Committee on the Library 
to report to the Senate a communication to that committee from the Sec 
retary of State containing a proposition for the procurement of copies of 
certain historical manuscripts formerly scattered through various oftices 
of the British Government and now collected in the publi record office of 
that country, and containing alsoa proposition to procure such copies and 


toemploy certain agents forthat purpose. I move that the communice 


tion and the accompanying documents be printed and recommitted to 
the Committee on the Library 
The motion was agreed to 
BILLS INTRODUCED 
Mr. MCMILLAN (by request) asked and, by unanimous consent 


obtained leave to introduce a bill (3. 2446) to authorize the Quarter 
master-General to investigate the claim of George F. Brott for logs used 
in the construction of Fort Abercrombie, Dakota, and pay for the same 
which was read twice by its title, and referred to the Committee 
Claims 

Mr. PENDLETON (by request) asked and, by unanimous consent 
obtained leave to introduce a bill (3. 2447) to amend the national bank 
act; which was read twice by its title referred to the Committee 
on Finance 

Mr. JACKSON 


on 


and 





by request) asked and, by unanimous consent, ob 








sy 
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tained leave to introduce a bill (8. 2448) for the relief of Emanuel Ma- 
son; which was read twice by its title, and referred to the Committee 
on Claims. 

AMENPMENTS TO BILIA., 


Mr. ROLLINS submitted an amendment intended to be proposed by 
him to the bill (H. R. 7181) making appropriations to provide for the 
expenses of the government of the District of Columbia for the fiscal 
year ending June 30, 1884, and for other purposes; which was referred 
to the Committee on Appropriations, and ordered to be printed. 

Mr. CALL and Mr. COCKRELL submitted amendments intended to 
be proposed by them respectively to the bill (H. R. 7327) to establish 
post-routes; which were ordered to be printed. 

Mr. SHERMAN submitted an amendment intended to be proposed 
by him to the bill (H. R. 5538) to reduce internal-revenue taxation; 
which was referred to the Committee on Finance, and ordered to be 
printed. 

Mr. MORGAN submitted an amendment intended to be proposed by 
him to the bill (H. R. 5538) to reduce internal-revenue taxation; which 
was ordered to be printed. 

CHANGE OF REFERENCE. 

Mr. KELLOGG. Some time since I introduced two bills, and 
through a misapprehension they were referred to the Committee on 
Commerce. They should have gone to the committee of which the 
Senator from Tennessee | Mr. HARRIS] is chairman, the Committee on 
Epidemic Diseases, as they relate to that subject. I move that the 
Committee on Commerce be discharged from the further consideration 
of the bill (8. 2318) to establish a floating ward in the port of New Or- 
leans and the bill (S. 2319) to authorize the board of health of the 
State of Louisiana to establish quarantine, &c., and that they be re- 
ferred to the Select Committee to Investigate and Report the Best Means 
of Preventing the Introduction and Spread of Epidemic Diseases. 

The motion was agreed to. 

MESSAGE FROM THE HOUSE 

A message from the House of Representatives, by Mr. MCPHERSON, 
its Clerk, announced that the House had passed the joint resolution 
(S. R. 109) presenting the thanks of Congress to John F. Slater, and 
for other purposes. 

The message also announced that the House insisted upon its disa- 
greement to the amendments of the Senate to the bill (H. R. 7049) mak- 
ing appropriations for the service of the Post-Office Department for the 
fiscal year ending June 30, 1884, and for other purposes; agreed to the 
conterence asked by the Senate on the disagreeing votes of the two 
Houses thereon, and had appointed Mr. L. B. CASWELL of Wisconsin, 
Mr. J. G. CANNON of Illinois, and Mr. J. E, ELuts of Louisiana, man- 
agers at the same on its part. 

DISTRICT WATER SUPPLY. 

Mr. McMILLAN. I desire to call up the resolution offered by me 
two or three days since with regard to the water supply of the District 
of Columbia. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. 
calling up the resolution ? 

Mr. HARRIS. I shall oppose the passage of the resolution when- 
ever it is considered, because it is wholly unnecessary. All the infor- 
mation which can be obtained by the adoption of that resolution is now 
before the Senate and the country in the report of the engineer com- 
missioner of the District of Columbia, in the reports of Colonel Casey, 
who has the aqueduct in charge, and in the reports of the Committee 
on the District of Columbia which have been presented during this 
Congress and the last Congress in respect to the very question about 
which the Senator's resolution seeks information. 

Mr. MORRILL. Under the statement of the Senator from Tennes- 
see it is obvious that this resolution will consume too large an amount 
of time, and therefore I object to its consideration now. 

Mr. McMILLAN. I do not think that it will take time. It relates 
to a matter which is of great public importance. So far as the state- 
ment of the Senator from Tennessee is concerned, I know there is a 
large amount of information in the possession of the Committee on the 
District of Columbia in regard to this matter, but the information all 
comes, and the opinions are all received, from those connected with the 
engineering department of the government of the District of Columbia. 
The resolution does not look to acquiring the information from that 
source, nor the opinions upon the state of facts from that source. I in- 
tend to ask a modification of the resolution, and as modified it will pro- 
pose to direct the appointment of a board of engineer officers of the 
Army other than those now connected with the District government for 
the purpose specified in the resolution. 

Mr. MORRILL. I move the postponement of the present and all 
prior orders ahd the Calendar for the purpose of taking up the revenue 
bill. 

Mr. McMILLAN. I hope that motion will not be carried, for I de- 
sire that the resolution shall be disposed of. I do not understand the 
Senator from Tennessee to indicate that it will lead toa long discussion. 
He has expressed his opinion about it, and I am willing to submit the 


Is there objection to the Senator 


matter to the action of the Senate with perhaps a statement that may 
be brief. a" 

Mr. HARRIS. When the resolution is taken up for consideration | 
shall undertake to show to the Senate that upon the reports of Colon, 1 
Casey, the engineer in charge of the Aqueduct, upon the reports of {he 
District engineer commissioner, and upon the reports of the Committee on 
the District of Columbia every fact that is ascertainable upon the ques- 
tion referred to is now before the Senate and befere the country, and 
that it is wholly unnecessary to raise a commission of engineers to po. 
investigate a question which has been thoroughly investigated contiy- 
uously for the last four years. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The question is, Will the Senate set 
aside the Calendar in order to proceed with the revenue bill ? 

Mr. McMILLAN. I desire to say further that an appropriation has 
already been made for supplying this District with water under a plan 
submitted by the engineers of the District, and the opinion exists that 
the plan suggested by them will be a failure or that it will cost such 
an immense amount of money that the United States Government wil] 
not be willing to carry out that plan. It is believed that the opinion 
of engineers of the Army, not connected with the District government, 
will suggest such a distribution of the water here as will satisfy the 
people of this District. I think the resolution ought to be disposed of 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The question is on the motion of the 
Senator from Vermont. 

Mr. HARRIS. The Senator from Minnesota has now more distinctly 
explained the object of his resolution than was previously stated. He 
shows conclusively now what I had believed before, that there is some 
malcontent of an engineer whose plans were not adopted by the Com- 
mittee on the District of Columbia, whose plans were overruled by the 
opinions of other and believed to be more competent engineers whose 
plans have been adopted. Both Houses of Congress have adopted a plan 
of proceeding to furnish an adequate supply of water. That plan is 
now being executed and carried out. Some malcontent of an engineer 
has induced the Senator from Minnesota to introduce a resolution to 
raise a commission of engineers for the purpose, I suppose, of interfering 
with and stopping the execution of a plan that is now being executed 
by which (and there is no doubt about the fact that the object will be 
accomplished) an adequate supply of water will be furnished to the 
District of Columbia and to every level in the District, which can not 
be done until the plan is carried out. 

Mr. McMILLAN. The Senator from Tennessee is wholly mistaken 
as to my reasons for offering the resolution. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The Chair will state that this sub- 
ject is not before the Senate. 

Mr. INGALLS. It appears to be before the Senate from the tenor 
the debate. 

Mr. McMILLAN. The motion is to set aside the Calendar. 

| The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The question is on the motion oi tl: 
Senator from Vermont, to set aside the Calendar with a view of pro- 
ceeding with the revenue bill. 

Mr. McMILLAN. By way of explanation, since the Senator from 
Tennessee has made the remarks he has, I think I may be permitted to 
say that no engineer has conferred with me or made any suggestion in 
regard to this subject. It comes from sources wholly disinterested so 
far as the engineer department is concerned. It comes from citizens 
who are deeply interested in the welfare of this city and the comiort 
of the people who are to be supplied with water here. I think the reso- 
lution should at least receive the attention of the Senate and be con- 
sidered within a reasonable time. I do not wish to interfere with the 
revenue bill, but the resolution ought to be considered this morning. 

Mr. ROLLINS. When the resolution comes up I shall desire to oc- 
cupy a few moments upon it. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The motion of the Senator from Ver- 
mont is to postpone the Calendar with a view to take up the revenue 
bill. The consideration of the resolution has been objected to. 

Mr. BUTLER. It has been discussed. 


INTERNAL REVENUE AND TARIFF DUTIES. 


The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The question is on the motion of the 
Senator from Vermont [Mr. MORRILL], to postpone the Calendar until 
to-morrow. 

The motion was agreed to. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. TheSenator from Vermont now moves 
to take up the revenue bill. 

The motion was agreed to; and the Senate, as in Committee of the 
Whole, resumed the consideration of the bill (H. R. 5538) to reduce 
internal-revenue taxation. 

Mr. BAYARD. I desire to submit to the honorable Senator from 
Vermont a question, the answer to which may conduce to the conven- 
ience of members of the Senate. I ask whether it is his purpose and 
desire to continue the consideration of the bill straight on until late? 

Mr. MORRILL. Until late in the evening, in order to finish it if 
possible this week. 





» 


| of 





Mr. BAYARD. I merely ask in order that we may accommodate 
ourselves to the lead of the Senator from Vermont on this subject. 
Mr. MORRILL. We made very satisfactory progress yesterday; I 
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hope we shall do even better to-day ; but most of our work was done Mr. BAYARD. I 
in the last two hours of the session yesterday. pound. 
Mr. BAYARD. I merely wish to have it understood that we shall Mr. HALE 
sit straight along—until about 10 o’cleck to-night, I suppose ? gives. It ranges from 4) to 5 and 6 cents a pound. 
Mr. MORRILL. Straight along. Mr. BAYARD. I hesitate in making a statement on a subject upon 
The PRESIDENT pro tempore. Until what hour? which I have not detinite information, but I say this: the product trom 
Mr. MORRILL. I do not name any hour. | Which this starch is extracted, the potato, is grown in every county in 
The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The Chair will call the attention of | every State of the United States, and everywhere almost on this conti 
the Senator from Maine [Mr. HALE] to lines 959, 960, and 961, which | nent. Its uses are very extensive, contributory to mantffactures. W: 
were passed over on account of his absence from the Chamber when | are proposing, at least some of us are proposing, to enable American 
reached yesterday in Schedule G. manufacturers, by obtaining the materials of their manufacture at as 
The item from line 959 to line 961, inclusive, was read, as follows: low a rate as possible, thereby to pay as high wages as possible for 
Potato orcorn starch, lcent per pound. Rice starch, 2} centsper pound. Other | American labor, and to go abroad with any surplus product, in order 
starch, 2} cents per pound, to relieve their market irom that occasional ove rproduction which en 
Mr. HALE. The committee has placed potato or corn-starch at 1 | terprise and industry almost always 
cent per pound, rice-starch at 2} cents per pound, and other starch at | that at almost every point 


suppose the price is rather less than 4 cents a 


lhe Senatoris certainly mistaken in the rating that he 


will create But it seems to me 
} + } 


in OOstacte Is interposc d, and that, instead 


3} cents per pound. The bill which is now being discussed inthe other | of taking weights from off the shoulders of the manufaeturer. instead 
branch places the duty at 2} cents per pound. I believe, representing | of giving him the subsidiary articlesof his manutueture at a reasonalbl 
as I do partially this important industry, that a medium rate between | rate, you make it as difficult and as « xpensive tor him to procure them 
that fixed by the House committee and that fixed by theSenate committee | as possible; and by laying continually tax after tax upon every minut 


is fair and just, and I move to make all of the starches included in this | article that he uses, the result is that in the end | 
paragraph 2 cents perpound. Thatis no greater than the present duty. | capped by a series of small weights put on one after the other i 
The addition to the potato-starch duty as provided by the bill would | to the articles he uses, which utterly disable him 


fimas himself lands 











trom con »etine 4 hh 
bean advantage to these manufactories, which certainly need protection, | markets of the world with those with whom he must com ‘ 
which are certainly competing with foreigners, and which certainly are Now, when you find an article of such universal capacity tor produ 
not unduly making large profits, but they are working along ina meri- | tion as this, the potato from which starch is to be « ted, \ 
torious fashion, making a small return on theirinvestment and need this | abundance of it all over this country, L ask why should you y 
protection, and I hope there will be no objection to it. I tryst the | ive or a high tax upon it for the purpose of bringing up thi 
chairman of the committee will consent that we make a medium rate. | manufacturer ? 
Mr. SHERMAN. The House bill is 2 cents. I suppose that New | the chic at em 
Mr. HALE. Then there has been a change. cotton cloth. It n ) certain fixing pt to 
Mr. SHERMAN. Here is the House bill. If the Senator will put | the purpose of holding d r , Which is derived chietly t 
it at 15 cents there will be no objection. I agree that there ought to | manufactur If the gent] 1 who are interested in cheay 
be no discrimination between the kinds of starch. cost of American production believe they ean do it b 5] Le 
Mr. MORRILL. I do not agree to that. ‘atious and multifarious taxation upon every d l of manufacture th 
Mr. SHERMAN. Rice-starch costs no more than potato or corn-} differ from mi When I ] IV Way in this « the A 
starch. manufacturer will be able to compete anywhere in t ‘ | 
Mr. HALE. At the suggestion of the chairman of the committee in | world with any for 1 manufacturer, and the Am« n lab 
charge of the bill, I move to make potato or corn-starch 2 cents per | not be subjected tot t par | lustry | ! ( 
pound, leaving the other kinds fer the after action of the Senate in | flooded period reliet « pt the « { 
Committee ef the Whole. production 
The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The Senator from Maine moves in Every man w i} { 
line 959, to make the duty on potato or corn-starch 2 cents per pound, this little case we are now considcrin ; just as vood ” 1 
instead of 1 cent. trate the doctrin ( 1 ize th cle 
Mr. INGALLS. Is that an increase on the present rate of duty ? cline in price upon d from prod » | 
Mr. HALE. The present rate of duty is 1 cent per pound and 20 per | measured only by the | ction, but tl 
cent. ad valorem. | a surplus toalmost any amount the reduction in 
Mr. INGALLS. Equivalent to what? of the product 1 percentage nt hl 
Mr. HALE. It isa little more than 2 cents. If you reckon the | caused the diflicu 
starch at 5 cents my amendment makes precisely the same duty ad va- Let me stat prop ppose a thousand ton 
lorem that there is now. The returnsthat have come in most recently | Were the natural supply equivalent to the demand for its use in this coun 
with reference to this product make the price a little more than that. | try. Then you have demand and supply to give you fair rates and ne 
Mr. INGALLS. What is the market value per pound ? diminution in price But ppese you shall raise 1,200 tons, and 
Mr. HALE. It ranges from 4} and 5 to6 and 8 cents. The last re- | have a surplus of 200 tons, or one-sixth, about 18 percent. more than i 
turns that I have this morning show it to be about 5{ cents a pound. | required; instead of having your proper supply,the thousand tons, } 
So I simply seek not to increase this, but to put it back where it is now. | have that and 200 tons over. Will you tell me that in human experi 
I do not want to take up the time of the Senate, because I was | ence the practical effect is the reduction of your price upon the whole ot 
obliged to ask this indulgence last night. I hope no objection will be | your supply but IS percent? My answer to you is that by the excess o 
made to leaving the duty at 2 cents a pound. production of the 200 tons you have reduced the valne of your ent 
Mr. BAYARD. There is one comment to be made, that is constantly | amount far exceedi. per cent., and it is much more likely to 1 
recurring upon the policy of continuing taxation upon the articles that | 40 percent. by breaking your market, throwing everything into « 
enter into the general manufactures of the country. It can scarcely be | Nation until men can sell more willingly to get rid of their surplus pr 
supposed that there will be a scarcity of breadstuffs in this country, | duction. It you have a foreign market at such a period to which you 
or a scarcity of the extracts either from potatoes or rice or flour or corn; | ¢2n ship your surplus ef 200 tons, your home market will | ‘ 
and yet the proposition, I understand, now is to advance the duty on | liet; there will he ken market then, and while you may not sell 
starch in line 960. Perhaps the Secretary had better report the pro- | 8° full a profit abroad, you will not be shut out from the fore K 
posed amendment, so that I may get it precisely. There are two duties | absolutely, and there will be a relief to your peopl 
there in the two lines. I ask that the amendment be read. It has heen said that business in such cases is an im 
The ACTING SECRETARY. In line 959 it is proposed to strike out | Commerce is in that respect an inexact scien Anyth threat sapopn 
*“‘one’’ and insert ‘‘ two;’’ so as to read: to the fears and the hopes of men, anything which rests for its valu 
Potato or corn starch, 2 cents per pound. upon a depressed condition of the human mind or an exalted cor Ol 
| > hr INES 16 48N Nes +4 P nel it rat srcathy ¢t P ‘ 
Mr. BAYARD. The uses of this article are very largely for the pur- amas amare as Li , pope : pangs et kerr prsatae Apion 
pose of assisting the printer of cloth. Its principal applications are point to point sal toad Bag ach snd for it cad eels he tk. an jem ia 
stated in the testimony of the attorney of the starch manufacturers, to | Wij] seize him. and it will rena grt cena sete pelle fetenatirenes 6 
be found at page 715 of the Tariff Commission testimony: ae Dsisiien allt tas ecliak 1a cemnimemsla¥in' kuanem om = tealten onnetont 
_ Among ite principal applications may be mentioned its use in the art of print- | jp that transaction \ broken market means a market not amenabl 
ing cloth, for thickening and preparing mordants for fast colors, and generally | ’ 
for the finishing and stiffening of textiles. It is also used in the production of | © COMmMOn sense or reason, a panicky market, and that is what we have 
colored and tinted papers, for gumming envelopes, postage-stamps, and labels. | Witnessed here, and that is one reason why so often our manufactures 


i ~ yj ai ; » awi ¥ 4 ae j re Tre ; > | - Cs + . 1 ‘ 
well as its comporition are identical with starch, from which is derived” | Have failed. I do not believe it has been trom want of skill or industry 
or enterprise; but I believe it has been from those wild fluctuation 
The ad valorem equivalent of the amendment of the Senator from | tween a high price and an unreasonably low price which have mace 
Maine is, I take it, about 75 per cent. at the very lowest estimate. The | impossible tor men to conduct business for a series of year 
proposition of 2 cents per pound would be perhaps nearer 100 per cent. | ular system of demand and supply which generally gives stability 
ad valorem than 75. Mr. President, this m m, as I have said, but 
Mr. HALE. Upon what does the Senator make his reckoning ? make this d 


liscussion on, but the principle to which 
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am sure applies just as much to this subsidiary article of American 
production and labor as toany other. Under this system of indiscrimi- 
nate taxation the Senator from Maine very naturally comes to the sup- 
port of his local industry and production. It is because he sees on 
the northern side of the Saint Lawrence River the product of the potato 
in abundance, perhaps in greater abundance for one reason or other 
than he sees in the State of Maine, and he sees the manufacture of 
starch there in the very limited territory of Canadian industries and 
production, far where they have one we have fifty; and he in behalf of 
his fellow-citizens, his neighbors, his friends, naturally has a desire to 
give them any benefit that can be derived from this method of dealing 
and distributing the legislative power of taxation. It is perfectly natu- 
ral. We have heard it before; we shall hear it again and we shall always 
hear it. Every gentleman champions and sustains a local industry in 
which individuals with whom he has personal acquaintance may be 
engaged; but I submit that we must treat this question of taxation 
upon a broader and upon a deeper basis than that. Otherwise if each 
Senator is to look to the demands of the vicinage in which he happens 
to live or the interest of which he has particular and personal knowl- 
edge and personal interest—I mean ‘‘ personal interest’’ in the sense of 
personal acquaintance—the result will be that the enactment of tariff 
laws will become merely an exhibition of scramble for the distribution, 
and the most active and the most presistent will get the greatest share 
of the power that ought in all reason to be distributed and exercised 
only for one proper end. 

Mr. HALE. Mr. President, I do not see here a local industry that 
is striving to be unduly protected at the expense of other industries. 
Let me say in a few words just what I do see in this starch-maufactur- 
ing industry; and if it does not appeal to the good sense and the fair- 
ness and justice of the Senate, then my motion ought to go overboard. 

Here is a manufacture of an important product constantly brought 
into competition with the foreign manufacture of the like kind. The 
starch factories not confined to my own State, but extending into New 
Hampshire and largely in Northern New York, have hardly been able 
to hold their own for the last ten years. They are in double trouble. 
In a plentiful year, when the crop abroad is abundant, the starch man- 
ufacturers are in trouble because of that competition and because our 
markets are overloaded with the foreign product. That tends to the 
embarrassment of their enterprise and industry. Then inthe thin years 
of the foreign product, when the price of the article goes up from which 
starch is made, the potato, then these manufacturers are confronted with 
a high price here. 

What they want and what they fairly require is a fixed and stable 
duty, not oppressive upon any other industry, so that they may be en- 
abled to continue their work. The average profit upon starch made by 
all of these manufacturers last year was less than $4 per ton. The in- 
terest upon the investment was less than an ordinary man would ex- 
pect in any business investment and not larger than that gained from 
Government and municipal bonds; and the starch manufacturer is all 
the time confronted with this threat of the reduction of duty. The 
Senate bill as reported reduces this duty between 50 and 100 per cent., 
as you estimate the cost of the raw material. I do notsay that my fig- 
ures—although I have given them as nearly correct as possible—are 
exactly correct. I think those of the Senator from Delaware are too 
low. lonly ask that the duty imposed upon each of these interests 
that have been struggling shall be maintained. 

There are in one county alone in my State thirty of these manufact- 
ories that come in contact all the time with the New Brunswick, the 
Prince Edward Island, and with the German product that comes in 
here by the hundreds of thousands of pounds. In New Hampshire it 
is the same. In New York these industries have died, instead of living 
and flourishing, for the last ten years; and it is precisely in this con- 
dition that these manufacturers are found. If you reduce the duty 
you drive them out of the business; you paralyze and destroy them, 
and there is not one single cent gained in the price by lowering it of 
any of the product upon which this starch is used. You may drive out 
of existence every starch manufactory inthe United States, and youmay 
open the market to the German and provincial starch, and there never 
will be felt one single iota of relief either in the articles used upon the 
table every day by the people or upon the unmanufactured articles into 
which starch enters, but you will give the advantage entirely to the 
foreign manufacturer at the expense not only of paralyzing but destroy- 
ing this industry. 

If there has been a fair reasonable thing asked in the course of this 
discussion, running largely as it does. upon local interests and local in- 
dustries, if there has been one fair appeal made, it is certainly this, in 
my judgment, and I hope there will be no objection to putting it at 2 
cents per pound. 

Mr. FRYE. Mr. President, in reference to the price, I have the price- 
list from 1860 up to 1882. Take for instance 1864, the average price for 
the twelve months was 8 cents a pound; take the price in 1865, a little over 
Scents a pound; in 1866, 9} cents a pound; in 1867, 9} cents a pound; 
in 1868, 7} cents a pound, the average the year through. Now go tothe 
next decade. In 1873 the average price was 6 cents; in 1874, 6} cents; 
in 1875, 5} cents: in 1879, 5} cents; in 1880, about 4 cents; in 1881, the 
lowest year of all just about 4 cents; in 1882, 5 cents. These were 
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the average rates through the various years I have give. 
list of prices in New York. 

Now a word as to the locality. The Senator from Delaware say 
that this is a local matter in Maine. Connecticut has one starch fia ‘ 
tory, with a capital of $1,500; Florida, one, with a capital of $3 50 
Illinois, two, with a capital of $391,500; Indiana, six, witha capital of 
$625,000; Iowa, two, with a capital of $99,350; Maine, twenty-thre. 
with a capital of $294,200; Massachusetts, two, with a capital of $5 | 
000; New Hampshire, twenty, with a capital of $56,256; New Yor, 
sixty, with a capital of $2,260,750; Ohio, five, with a capital of $1,499, 
000; Pennsylvania, one, with a capital of $45,000; Rhode Island, one 
with a capital of $30,000; Vermont, thirteen, with a capital of $31,990) 
Wisconsin, two, with a capital of $40,000. , 

Mr. BAYARD. All potato starch? 

Mr. FRYE. All potato starch, the whole of them. Another point 
is that we raise potatoes all over the United States, which is true, py; 
you can not make starch out of potatoes that are raised within ty, 
hundred miles of any city market. It is utterly impossible. Yo, 
must put your starch factory so far away from the market that potatoes 
can not without great expense be carried there. If the potato ¢an 
readily get to market the price of the potato will be so high that you 
can not make use of them for starch. The consequence is in Main 
they go into Aroostook County, which is almost two days from the mar. 
ket, and into the extreme north of New York, into the extreme north 
ern part of New Hampshire and Vermont; they go where the potatoes 
can not get to the market, and there they can buy them for 25 cents 4 
bushel; and you can not make a pound of starch unless you can pur 
purchase them as cheap as 25 cents a bushel. 

Now as to the importations. The Senator from Delaware will see 
that after all it is only a tariff for revenue. When the duty was over 
2 cents there was imported in 1881 of corn and potato starch 35,894 
pounds, valued at $2,124, and in 1882 1,542,603 pounds, valued at 
$43,659. 

Now take the burnt starch or dextrine from British gum, which is 
nothing on earth but starch carried to a higher degree of perfection, cost- 
ing about 25 or 30 per cent. more. 

Mr. BAYARD. That is in the present schedule we are now consid 
ering. 

Mr. FRYE. In 1881 there were 849,892 pounds of it imported, and 
last year the importation reached 1,763,354 pounds. 

Mr. BUTLER. How much revenue was derived from it? 

Mr. FRYE. The duty received in 1882 from potato starch was 
$24,157.83, and from dextrine last year, the duty being only 10 per cent 
ad valorem, it was $8,115.10. The revenue received from dextrine at 
that low rate, it being a starch more perfected than potato starch, was 
$8,115.10, while the revenue received from potato starch last year, which 
had a duty of 2 cents a pound, or1centa pound and 20 per cent. ad valo- 
rem, was $24,157.83. 

Mr. BECK. Last year was a very exceptional year. Ithinkthecrop 
was a failure all over this country, and I think we imported potatoes 
during several months of that year from Europe. 

Mr. FRYE. Yes, sir. 

Mr. BECK. That caused the exceptional condition of last year, | 
expect. 

Mr. FRYE. No, sir, it did not; because the potatoes that were used 
in making starch last year never would have got to the market at all 
They had potatoes enough in Aroostook County. All the starch facto- 
ries in Maine are in Aroostook County. To get to market you have to 
go over to the provinces, down tothe Saint John’s or down to McAdam 
Junction, and then you must travel about one hundred and fifty or two 
hundred miles before you strike any potato market. The consequense 
is that in Upper Aroostook the potatoes can be had for 25centsa bushel 
any year, I do not care how short the potato crop is, while in South- 
ern Aroostook, where there are no starch factories, the potato crop can 
get to the market. The year before was the worst year. If the Sen- 
ator will look at it, the lowest starch was in 1881, and while we had 
a short potato crop they had an immense potato crop in Germany, nd 
the result was we could not make starch at all and our mills very 
largely shut up. 

Mr. BAYARD. Yet we had starch cheaper then than any other 
time. 

Mr. FRYE. Yes, because they had any quantity of potatoes in (er- 
many in 1881 and they flooded us. If you should destroy all the starch 
factories in the country and then leave the price to be settled by Can- 
ada, I doubt if it would be better for the manufacturers. 

Mr. BAYARD. I am not in favor of destruction. I should like to 
ask to have a letter read sent to me by Mr. L. A. Salomon, a gentleman 
engaged in the importation of this article. Before the letter is read | 
would say that it is not worth while to go into learned encyclopedias 
on this subject in settling these special matters as a basis for legislative 
action. It is the skill of the French chemist that rests at the basis 0! 
many of these productions. Thus the substance called dextrine, which 
is included in the schedule now under consideration, is taxed, accord- 
ing to this letter, at about 60 per cent. ad valorem, and is the invention 
of a Frenchman in the extraction of gluten from the starch of potatoes. 
It is used in almost endless connections. 


This is the 
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The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The letter will be read. 
The Acting Secretary read as follows: 
New York, January 31, 18853. 

Dear Sir: We notice that the House fixed the duty on dextrine, or burnt 
starch, an article that pays at present a duty of 10 per cent., at 2} cents per pound, 
which is equal to about 60 per cent.ad valorem. Considering this an outrageous 
duty, and not * any means in accord with the intention of Congress to reduce 
the tariff, we take the liberty to address you, and beg to call your attention to 
the following facts: fi 

Foreign dextrine can be imported at present, the price in Europe being below 
the average, figuring duty at 10 per cent., at 5j cents per pound. The American 
manufacturer can produce the same article under present very unfavorable cir- 


cumstances, as potato starch, from which dextrine is made, isexceptionally high, | 
in fact 1 cent per pound higher than usual, at5j} cents per pound. The American | 


manufacturer has, therefore, now, where the market is against him, an advantage 
of one-fourth cent per poand overthe importer. Atthe usual rate of potatostarch 
he has, however, an advantage of more than 1 cent per pound over the importer. 
We therefore can not see any reason why Congress should advance the rate on this 
article, asthe American manufacturer is well protected by the present rate; or 
is it the intention of Congress to make the only two existing American manu- 
facturers monopolists, who at their option may pocket a profit of from 60 to 80 
r cent. before they have to fear the competition of the importer? 
We do not think that the many manufacturing concerns consuming dextrine 
would be benefited by such an act, or the public at large either. 
Yours, truly, 
L. A, SALOMON & BRO 
Hon. THOMAS FRANCIS BAYARD, 
United States Senator of Delaware, 


Mr. BLAIR. 


Washington, D.C. 
It will be observed that the writer of the letter which 


has been read is evidently making a presentation of the subject to pre- | 


vent the increase of the existing duties. The motion of the Senator 
from Maine [Mr. HALE] is simply that the duties be from the schedule 
contained in the bill increased to a point slightly less than the actual 
duty which is now protecting this interest. The writer does not in his 
letter, as I understand, ask for any reduction of the existing duties. 
He protests against an increase. It would seem to be, as fir as the 
letter is to have any effect, a protest against an increase rather than 
any protest against the motion which has been made by the Senator 
from Maine. 

As has been stated by the Senators from Maine, New Hampshire is 
considerably interested in this manufacture. Only a few years ago we 
made a sixth part of all the potato starch manufactured in this coun- 
try. 
it in the extreme northern part of the State along the Canadian line; 
and as the Senator from Maine has just stated, the Maine starch is 
made in Aroostook County, close to the provinces. The manufacture 
of New York is along the Canadian line. All these mills are located 
remotely from the cities where the great market for potatoes is found. 
Nearly all the potatoes imported into this country come by water, and 
as provisions they are sold almost wholly in the cities. Our potatoes 
lying along the line are adjacent to the Canadian production, where, 
as I stated some few days ago, they are raised at from & to 10 cents a 
bushel. On our own soil, which is comparatively sterile, no one can live 
cultivating this crop and realizing for it less than from 20 to 25 cents 
per bushel. 

It will be observed that we have already passed over in the schedule 
of provisions the article of potatoes, and we have left the duty remain- 
ing as it has been hitherto, so that the matter of provisions, so far as 
potatoes are used as provisions, is not to be affected hy anything we may 
do with reference to starch. We have left potatoes where they were. 
That provision will not be affected by anything we do with reference 
to the article of starch. 

From the locality where it is manufactured, if the duty is reduced 
it comes in direct collision with the Canadian article raised at from 8 
to 10 cents, because the Canadian soil lying along the valley of the 
Saint Lawrence immediately north of us is very much like the prairie 


country of the West and most excellently adapted to the cultivation of 


the potato. Coming southerly toward our own State, Northern Ver- 
mont, Northern Maine, and Northern New York, the country becomes 
hilly and mountainous, and the cultivation of the potato, therefore, in 
our own country, in the section where these starch mills exist, is brought 
directly in collision with a country producing at one-third the cost to 
us, and at that one-third cost at an equal profit to the man who pro- 
duced if he can get to the market. 

If now the duty on starch is reduced beyond what it has been hith- 
erto, the existing state of things must be made even worse than that 
which now exists, and it does seem to me that a fair statement of the 
condition of the industry now is a sufficient refutation of any argument 
that can be made for a reduction of the duty. In my own State, and 
that is true with reference to the other States, those who are engaged in 
this manufacture are not men of large capital. Here are no gigantic 
factories or investments of large wealth. We are not legislating now for 
those men who come under the stigmatizing terms of manufacturing capi- 
talists, bloated bondholders, or men who are getting rich out of the rob- 
bery of the tariff, if there is any such class of men. In my State there 


are twenty of these manufactories and their aggregate capital is less than | 
The averages are higher 


$60,000; less than $3,000 to an establishment. 
in some other States, but not very much so. Thus we are now really 
legislating, if you reduce this duty, to the destruction of men of smail 
means depending upon their personal industry for whatever they may 
acquire from this business. 


I can only say in addition that I know that for several years past the 


It is all, or nearly all, made in a single county, and the whole of 
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mills in my own State have been gradually lessening in number and 
| many have had to go out of the business under the pressure of the ex 
| isting duty. As to Yhe number of persons who depend more or less 

upon this industry I can not state it absolutely, but I know that in my 

own State there must be not far from forty to fifty thousand people who 

are partially, and many of them almost wholly, dependent upon the 
| prosperity of this business. In some of the other States it must be 
| increased, I should think without any doubt, to at least 250,000, prob 
| ably a quarter of a million of people, poor people as a rule, interested 
| in the legislation which is now proposed. 
Mr. HALE. That there may be no misapprehension as to what the 
| question is, I will say that it is upon my amendment as moditied. | 
first proposed to make the duty 2) cents, but afterward computing it 
upon the actual sales as nearly as I can fix it, so as to get the present 
duty in amount, I modified the amendment to 2 cents a pound. | 
think that is nearer to the present duty of 1 cent a pound and 20 per 
cent. ad valorem than the other, and | want the Senate to understand 
that the vote is upon that, the 2 cents a pound and not the 24 cents. 

Mr. FRYE. And that isone-half cent less than the duty onany other 
| starch. 
| The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The question is on the amendment 
| of the Senator from Maine [| Mr. HALE] making the duty on potato or 
| corn starch 2 cents a pound. 
Mr. HALE. TI eall for the yeas and nays 





The yeas and nays were ordered, and the Principal Legislative Clerk 
proceeded to call the roll. 

Mr. VOORHEES (when his name was called On this question I 
am paired with the Senator from Michigan [Mr. Ferry]. If he were 


here, I should vote ‘‘ nay 

The roll-call was concluded 

Mr. GARLAND. My colleague 
Senator from Colorado | Mr. HI. ] 

Mr. DAVIS, of West Virginia. 
Minnesota [Mr. WinpoM 
| decline voting. 

Mr. BLAIR 
vote? 

The PRESIDENT pro tempor 

Mr. BUTLER. I am paired with the Senator from Pennsylvania 
[ Mr. CAMERON |. Not knowing how he would vote, I decline to vote 

The PRESIDENT pro tempor No debate is in order during a roll 
call. 

Mr. BLAIR. I ask unanimous consent for half a minute 
declaration of the vote- 

Mr. HARRIS It is a ve ry bad precedent to undertake to debate a 
question while the roll-call is being made 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. There is objection 

Mr. BLAIR. This matter will come up again. 

The result was announced—yeas 28, nays 24; as follows 


[Mr. WALKER] is paired with the 


Lam yrired with the Senator from 
I do not know how he would vote, and | 


{re any remarks in order betore a declaration of the 


No, sil 


the 


betore 


YEAS—238. 
Aldrich, Dawes Kellogg, Mitchel! 
Allison, Frye Lapham, Morrill, 
Blair, Hale Logan, Piatt, 
Cameron of Wis., Harrison MeDill, Plumb, 
Chilcott, Hawley MeMillan, Rollins, 
Conger, Hill Mahone, Sawyer, 
Davis of Ill Jones of Nevada, Millerof N. Y Sewell, 

NAYS—2A 
Barrow, Farley Harris Morgan, 
Bayard, Garland Jackson, Pendleton 
Beck, George, Johnston, Pugh, 
Camden, Gorman Jonas Saulsbury, 
Cockre}! froome Lamar Slater, 
Coke, Grover, Maxey, Vance, 

A BSENT—24 
Anthony, Edmunds Jones of Florida Van Wyck 
Brown, Fair, McPherson, Vest, 
Butler, Ferry Miller of Cal. Voorhees 
Call, Hampton Ransom, Walker 
Cameron of Pa., Hoar, Seunders Williams, 
Davis of W. Va., Ingalls Sherman Windom 


So the amendment was agreed to. 

Mr. MORRILL. The cotton schedule comes next 

The Acting Secretary proceeded to read Schedule I, 
1120. 

Mr. BAYARD. Stop at line 1126 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. Will not the Senator allow the whole 
clause to be read through, and then it will be open to amendment? 

Mr. BAYARD. If that is understood I have no objection. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. That isthe way it has been done. 

The item from line 1120 to line 1145, inclusive, was read, as follows 
| Cotton-thread, yarn, warps, or warp-yarn, whether single or advanced beyond 
| the condition of single by twisting twoor moresingle yarns together, whether on 
beams orin bundles, skeins, or cops, or inany other form, valued at notexceeding 
2Bcents per pound, l0cents per pound; valued at over 25 cents per pound, and not 
exceeding 40 cents per pound, 15 cents per pound; valued at over 40 cents per 
| pound, and not exceeding 50 cents per pound, 22 cents per pound; valued atover 
5) cents per pound, and not exceeding 6) ce per pound, 27 cents per pound 
valued at over cents per pound, and not exceeding 70 cents per pound 
per pound; valued at over 70 cents per pound, and not exceeding S) cents per 
* pound, 40 cents per p valuec ents per pound, and not exceed 


beginning in line 
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ing $1 per pound, 50 cents per pound; valued at over $1 per pound, 50 per cent. 
ond bai On all cx Seon chat not bleached, dyed, pat eed gamrm bn § painted, 
or printed, and not exceeding one hundred threads to the square inch, counting 
the warp and filling, 2} cents per square yard ; if bleached, 3} cents per square 
yard; if dyed, colored, stained, painted, or printed, 4) cents per square yard. 


Mr. BECK. I hope some Senator who is connected with this schedule 
will give us some accurate information. I do not mean merely of this 
particular item, though this changes classification very largely from the 
existing law, making, I believe, seven classifications instead of four, 
and altering the relations so that very few persons can understand what 
it means. I do not think there is an advance in this particular item; 
but on the whole schedule I think there isanadvance. I desire, before 
proceeding to vote on this schedule, after the Senator from Rhode Island, 
who, I believe, knows more about the schedule perhaps than anybody 
else, shall state the effect of the changes, to give my views a little in 
detail, and then I shall be ready for a vote. 

Mr. ALDRICH. Mr, President, the clause which has just been read 
creates, it is true, three additional classifications for fine cotton yarns. 
The classifications under existing law change with 20 cents difference 
in value, and the changes in duty are about 15 cents per class. Under 
the committee bill changes are made for 10 cents in value and the dif- 
ference in duty is reduced about half. It will be seen that at present 
a farthing difference in valuation per pound on fine cotton yarns in En- 
gland might make a difference of 15 cents a pound in duty, while the 
bill which we propose would reduce the difference one-half. The in- 
crease in classification is therefore in the direction of greater equity and 
to reduce to the minimum the inducements for undervaluation. The 
Tariff Commission, who gave this question of classification, I think, 
much more attention than any other part of the cotton schedule, for this 
reason properly increased the number. 

There has been a great decline in the prices of cotton yarns abroad. 
This whole clause, commencing at 25 cents a pound, applies to the very 
fine yarns. For instance, 25 cents will buy a pound of No. 45 yarn, 
and this is a much finer yarn, I think, than is made in any cotton-mill 
in the South. A pound of No. 45 yarn, to illustrate, means a thread 
of cotton twenty-two miles in length. 
continued about as they are is that at the present time English manu- 
tucturers are sending large quantities of these fine yarns into this coun- 
try. An examination of the report of the Bureau of Statistics shows 
that of cotton yarns valued at less than 40 cents a pound, 459,697 pounds 
were imported last year; of those valued at from 40 to 60 cents, 826,709 
pounds; valued at from G0 to 80 cents, 678,146 pounds; and valued at 
over 80 cents a pound, 1,058,226 pounds. 

The pending bill reduces the duties on all of these grades. The pres- 
ent duty on the first classification valued below 25 cents a pound is 15 
to 18 cents, fixed by this bill at 10 cents; on that valued at from 25 to 
40 cents, 18 cents, fixed by this bill at 16 cents; valued at above 40 
and not exceeding 50, 32 cents, fixed by this bill at 22 cents; from 50 
to 60 cents, 32 cents, fixed by this bill at 27 cents; from 60 to70 cents, 
46 cents, fixed by this bill at 35 cents; from 70 to 80 cents, 46 cents, 
fixed by this bill at 40 cents; from 80 cents to $1, 60 cents, fixed by 
this bill at 50 cents. The reduction from existing rates by percentages 
is as follows: 

Twenty-five cents and under, 33} per cent. reduction; 25 to 40 cents, 10 per 
cent, reduction; 40 to 50 cents, 14.1 per cent. reduction ; 50 to 60 cents, 4 per cent. 
reduction ; 60 to 70 cents, 18.77 per cent. reduction ; 70 to 80 cents, 11.31 per cent. 
reduction ; 80 cents to $1, 13.80 per cent. reduction. 

I have already shown the very large importations of this class of goods, 
proving that our manufacturers are not in a position to have the rate 
very largely reduced. I will read aletter from one of the largest manu- 
facturers of cotton yarns in New England, which illustrates this very 
fairly: 

On yarns from 40 to 60 cents we are not able to compete with them atthe pres- 
ent tariff and with the reduction will be still worse off. We lost a large con- 
tract the past year, one which we had held for nine years previously, forthe rea- 
son that they found that the foreign yarns could be brought into the country for 
less than we could make, and with the reduction proposed we shall not be able 
to compete in othernumbers., We regret this change, as it must eventually re- 
sult in much lower wages and instead of reducing the revenue it will increase 
it on our class of goods. 

This, it will be noticed, is a protest against the reduction which we 
now propose. I think the reduction is really larger than ought to be 
made. Manufacturers of this class of yarns—and it is a comparatively 
new industry in this country—desire that the present rates should be 
retained. The committee, however, thought otherwise, and have seen 
fit to recommend the reduction I have stated. 

Mr. BECK. Mr. President, Iam not sure that I have as accurate in- 
formation as to this schedule as the Senator from Rhode Island; but I 
have endeavored faithfully to obtain all the information I could by cal- 
culation and examination, and I have reached the conclusion that this 
is not only a badly adjusted schedule, one that is calculated to deceive, 
but it is a large, substantial increase upon the present rate of taxation 
on many classes of cotton goods and very adroitly arranged so as to pre- 
vent the fact from being known. I hold in my hand the schedule pre- 


pared —. 
Mr. ALDRICH. Does the Senator allude now to this clause under 
consideration ? 


Mr. BECK. I allude to the whole schedule. The change in classi- 


The reason why the rates are | 


fication in this clause is one that I think operates in the same direction 
because every increase of classification where a percentage is based upon 
an ad valorem is the most vicious system of taxation that can possibly 
be devised. Gentlemen on the other side have never failed fron, th. 
beginning of this argument to the present time to denounce the ad y- 
lorem system as tending to undervaluation and as promotive of {yy 
I have taken occasion before in this debate to call the attention of the 
Senate to it, and to show that not only does this bill in many partica- 
lars, notably so in this schedule, pursue the ad valorem system where 
it suits its framers, but they base specific duties upon an ad valorem 
basis at arbitrary rates, and in this cotton schedule they have chane d 
the goods provided for in the paragraph we are now considering {rom 
four to seven subdivisions, making changes to specifics based upon ad 
valorems, making it that much worse than it is now and that much more 
liable to fraud. 

I endeavored to show two or three days ago when I was discussine 
another question in a general way that it was a very easy matter by 
combinations entered into with officers, with thedifference existing }c- 
tween 10 and 16 cents per pound, to have an article called of less value 
than 25 cents, when in fact it is worth 26; and as you multiply those 
classes, increasing the dividing lines between any two, as where you 
raise the duty from 10 to 16 cents or from 16 to 22 or from 22 to 27 or 
from 27 to 35, and so on to 40, all along the line on all those goods that 
are close to it, by basing the specific duty upon the ad valorem the 
temptation to fraud is magnified a hundred-fold over what it would by 
in the case of a simplead valorem. If the duty was a simple ad yalo- 
rem on one, by the reduction of a cent or two would make very litt) 
difference; but when it changes from having to pay 35 cents duty per 
| pound down to 27 cents, then the change of a cent in value makes an 

immense difference on a cargo worth millions; and as you multiply thes: 
| changes and arbitrary jumps you increase the temptation to fraud each 
time you make a newclassification. In this paragraph they have mad 
seven Classifications instead of four, which under the present law ar 
| in this clause, thus adding largely to the chances of fraud over the ex 
isting system. Specific duties based on ad valorem valuation hold out 
temptations to defraud the Government and secure corresponding vain 
to the importer if he is dishonest and can in any way get the ox 
house officers to aid him when his goods are in value near the di 
| line of change in taxation. So all through the schedule the ad val 
is maintained and the specific based upon it when it is necdicss | 
so for any good purpose. 

I desire Senators to look at it and see if this schedule is noi) 
vicious than the present Jaw, bad as it is in that regard, and to so 
himself if the chances of fraud are not added to by the increase 
sifications. Unless this schedule or this paragraph of it is made pn 
satisfactory to my mind than it is now, I shall move to strike it a! 
and provide in lieu thereof that upon all the importations of co 
goods there shall be a duty of 30 per cent. ad valorem, and then ther 
will be very little cheating, not one-hundredth part of what is pos ib! 
under the complicated classification we have now presented to us 

It has been repeatedly stated by the chairman of the Finance Com 
mittee and others that a great reduction of taxes was being mace in ils 
schedule. That Ideny. Senators will, I hope, take up the table mad 
out by the Bureau of Statistics, and furnished to the Committce o! 
Waysand Meansofthe House. This bill, it will be observed, and the |nill 
reported by the House committee, are identical in regard to this schedule. 
A fuller and better table was made up for the House committee than 
for us. I hold it in my hand, showing the amounts of importation 
and rates of duty under existing law, and underthe present bill, which 
we are now considering. By reference to that comparative talle tls 
condition of things will be found, if I have not made a miscalculation, 
and I do not think I have; I went over it carefully last night to se 
that I was correct. 

To simplify and make it intelligible I made separate additions as to 
each class in the schedule, beginning with that known as cotton threads, 
yarn, warps, &c., with the various values. The Bureau of Statistics 
says that we collect from that class under existing law $1,295,515.59. 
Under the proposed change of classifications and reductions made by th: 
bill, assuming that the imports will be the same that they were tor th: 
year 1882, the same authority says that we wiil collect $1,270,017.75, 
being a reduction on the classes I am now dealing with of $23,767.60. 
That I think I will show is delusive. As to cotton cloth, bleached and 
unbleached, &c., down to the word ‘‘provided,’’ I made another eal- 
culation. At the present rate of duty the collection is $2,526,707. 14 
The reductions that have been made on the cotton cloth, while in my 
judgment not as great as what they ought to be, are substantial reduc- 
tions. The duty at the same rate of importation upon that class o! 
goods would amount to $1,359, 464.87, being a reduction of S967,272.2.; 
or on the two classes that I have just referred to, a reduction is mace 
of $991,039.87. 

Then, after the word ‘‘ provided ”’ in the bill, the taxes upon b!ca hed 
cotton cloth, stockings, hose, shirts, drawers, and other thins, under 
the old bill imported under the head of hosiery, &c., the amount co! 
lected now upon that class of goods is $2,568,672.57. The bill now be- 
fore the Senate increases the taxation upon those goods. The amount 
that will be collected if the imports remain the same upon hosicry, 
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shirts, drawers, &c., would be $2,813,331.93, or an increase of the pro- | laces. The revenue of 1882o0n cotton hosiery at 35 per cent. is § 


1 rate of taxation over the present upon that class of goods of $244,- | 
689.38. Then follows that portion of the schedule which embraces laces, 
praids, spool cotton, embroideries, velveteens, &c. There is now col- 
lected under the present rate of taxation upon that class of goods $7,292,- | 
942.88. Under the rate proposed by the bill, always assuming that 
the importations would remain the same, the tax upon these will be | 
$8,612,084. 25. It is an increase upon the two last grades of $1,563,- 
830.75, from which deduct $991,039.87 of the other classes and the ag- | 
gregate increase of taxation in this bill over the existing law according 
to these figures is $572,790.88. These figures are official. 

Mr. HARRIS. Is that on the whole cotton schedule? 

Mr. BECK. On the whole cotton schedule, unless I have made some 
mistake in the figures; an increase according to the table. 
made them late last night after I went home, and had to work some- 
what hurriedly. 

Mr. HARRIS. Ifthe importations this fiscal year are the same as 
the last fiscal year there will be an increase of over half a million dol- 
lars of revenue? 

Mr. BECK. Anincrease of $572,790.88, and I believe that that is 
under the most favorable classification that can be imagined for the 
present bill, because the Bureau of Statistics has given them the benefit 
of assuming that the large amount would come in at the very highest 
rates, whereas if we take the dividing line between the two and they 
bring them in at the other rate of taxation it would be very much 

ter. In other words, I believe that underthe present bill tuirly made 
up there will be an increase of two millions over the existing condition, 
and under far more complicated condition in many regards in the classi- 
fications atleast thanexistnow. There is avery valuable improvement 
in the simplification in the methods of imposing a plain tax of so much 


a yard instead of as now on so many threads to the inch, and so much | 


by weight, andso muchad valorem, and so much specific. That isagreat 
improvement, I agree; but why dol say there will bean increase of two 
millions instead of about $500,000 as my calculations show? Adding 
the figures that I have made together showing the collections on the 
four classes being $1,293,000—I desire to restate this so that each Senator 
can examine for himseli—upon the threads and yarnsof diiferent values, 
$2,326,737 upon the cotton cloths, $2,586,000.63 upon the hosiery, and 
upon the laces, braids, gimps, and all these other things, $7,292,000, it 
makes a total of $13,482,167 as the amount collected this year. 

Now, I turn to another statement of the tax collected last year. 
may be that Ido not understand the causes of the difference. 
gentlemen to look over them. 

Mr. HARRIS. Before the Senator from Kentucky leaves that point 
I should like to ask him if he has made the calculation so that he can 
state what the reduction of revenue will be if the amendment that he 
suggests of 30 per cent. ad valorem upon ¢otton shall be adopted? 

Mr. BECK. The amount of reduction of taxes would be enormous. 
What would be the effect upon imports I am unable of course to say. 

Mr. HARRIS. Assuming that the imports shall remain the same as 
the last fiscal year, has the Senator made the calculation to sce what 
the reduction in revenue would be resulting from that change ? 

Mr. BECK. Not with perfect accuracy, but it would result at the 
same rate of imports in several millions, I would say two millions and 
a half or three millions. The rate per cent. now as shown by the table 
reduced down to 30 per cent. would show. 

Mr. HARRIS. What is the average rate now ad valorem ? 

Mr. BECK. That is hard to tell; each class varies. The Senator 
from Tennessee will observe that on the last class there would be no 
trouble in stating what would be the effect of the change. It is 35 per 
cent. ad valorem now, and brings in $7,292,000. The proposed bill 
increases that rate to 40 and 45 per cent. ad valorem. 

Those calculations are perfectly simple, and at the same rate the 
amount of importation would bring in $8,612,000, and is an increase of 
tax upon that last class of goods that you can approach accurately by a 
difference of per cent. of $1,319,141.37. 

Under the bill now before us that much more tax is to be imposed 
upon that class of goods. As I said, I turn to the table of exports and 
imports, statement No. 26, furnished by the Treasury Department, and 
I find they say in the tables sent to us that they are guessing in regard 
to many things. They have guessed as much in the interest, I think, 
of the cotton manufacturers as possible. The Bureau of Statistics make 
up their figures in the exhibit sent to us at $13,482,000, yet when you 
look at the actual figures as to the amount collected upon cotton manu- 
factures during the last fiscal year the same authority to which the 
tables relate have given on page 28 the actual amount as $12,227,103, 
so that it is obvious that they have been guessing to the extent of 
about a million and a quarter dollars as to the real facts in regard to 
these things, and in my judgment their guesses are all in the interest 
of the cotton manufacturer. So that by the change of classification that 
is now proposed the result will be, in my judgment, an increase of taxa- 
tion of $2,000,000 in this schedule, instead of half'a million, or $572,000, 
as I stated. 

I have some calculations that I did not make myself, but requested 
a very well-informed gentleman to make for me, that I might test my 
work by comparison. That calculation is as follows: Take the cotton 
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I desire 


| Oo oc ct oe 
| $2,290,585. 


As I say, I | 


| tion of 20, 30, 40, or 50 per cent. upon this cotton schedule 














2,559,460; 
on cotton laces and embroideries, at 35 per cent., $3,693,306; cotton 
cords, braids, gimps, &c., at 35 percent., $3,533,042. The report of the 
Finance Committee, the bill now betore the Senate, proposes to raise 
the two classes to 45 per cent. and the last to 40, and upon the same 
basis of importation that came in last year the first would produce 
$3,290,734 instead of $2,559,460, or an increase of $731,274; the second 





would produce $4,748,537 instead of $3,693, 306,an increase of $1,055,231: 
and the third, an increase of 40 per cent., would produce $4,037,122 as 
against $3,533,042, an increase of $504,086, or a total increase in these 
three classes of articles by the changes we are making, assuming that 
the same number of pounds that are imported now will continue, of 
That is what we receive now under a promise of a reduc 


I read the other day what General Banks, ; member et 
mittee on Ways and Means of the House, said in his pk 
manutaeturers proposed and were willing toconsent to. IL will not now 
read itagain. It will be found in the Recorp of Wednesday last, 
53, taken from the Recorp of May, 18638, in which he dl 
was authorized, and had a paper sigued by one hundred and twenty ef 
the largest manufacturing tirms in New England, to make a proposition 
to the country and tothe Committee on Waysand Means tostrike down 
the present average rate of taxation on cotton goods in ey 
except one, and on that, an important new industry, he asked for no 
increase, but the decrease or reduction on all else was « 

10, 20, 30, 40, or 50 per cent., and he furnished to thx 
committee a schedule of what they had agreed to. ‘I 
follows: 
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i schedule is as 


The following is a seche« 
ufacturers : 

The plan proposed by New England manufacturers in the schedule to which 
I have referred, and which | have not time to read at length, as L should like to 
do, suggests reduction of duties on the various fabries of their manufacture sul) 
stantially as follows: 

1. Onall manufactures of cotton, except jeans, denims, &e., not bleached, col 
ored, or printed, &c., and notexceeding one hundred threads to the square inch, 
present rate 5 cents, 5) cents, 5) cents specilic,and L) per cent. ad valorem, a re 
duction of 50, 45.45, and 27.27 per cent., and LO per eent. ad valorem 

2. On tiner and lighter goods of like description and present duties nearly the 
same a reduction of 40, ! >, IS.L8, and 20 per cent. ad valorem 

3. On goods of like description of higher it du 
same, 20, 18.18, and 20 per cent. ad valor: 


lule of the reductions proposed by New England man 









t pualities, prese ty nearly the 







4. On jeans, denims, drillines, ginghams, &c«., blecched, stained or printed, a 
reduction of 50, 46.15, 30 snd 10 per cent, ad valorem 
5. On similar goods of lighter and finer descriptions 


treduction of 28, 57, 20 


15, and 5 per cent. ad valorem. 

6. On cotton thread, varn, warps. &e., 20 ‘ont 

7. On spool thread of cotton a reduction of 50 an 

8. On cotton cords, gimps ralloons, 
a reduction of 5 per cent. ad valorem 

9. On cotton shirts, drawers, hosiery, &c 
of 5 per cent. ad valorem 

10, On cotton velvet, present rate 35 per cent 
lorem. 

ll. On cotton braids, insertings, lace, trimmings, bobbinet, and all manufact- 
ures of cotton, at present rate, 55> per cent. ad valorem. 

The last is the only exception made in relation to the proposed reduction of 
duties; they are braids, laces, trimmings, or bobbinets, comparatively new, 
delicate, difficult, and expensive fabrics; and other manufactures of cotton not 
otherwise provided for inthe schedules of the manufacturers they propose shall 
remain at present rate, 35 per cent. ad valorem 


vi valorem 
155 per cent, ad 


ai valor 
and cotton lac 


8, present rate 4 
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» percent, 


, present rate 55> per cent.,a reduction 


, a reduction of 5 per cent. ad va 


That important paper was laid before the Committee on Ways and 
Means of the House of Representatives by him as the authorized agent 
of those manufacturers; yet they come here now in far more prosperous 
times, with much better machinery than they had then, with every 
thing in their favor, with no pretense that there is any necessity for in 
creasing taxation for their benefit, and so far from reducing upon the 
schedule on cotton manufactures at the rates of 25, 30, 40, or 50 pet 
cent., as then proposed, they come with ademand for an actual increase 
in any shape it can be calculated of over half a million dollars, and, in 
my judgment, when carefully examined, of over $2,000,000 above the 
present rates. After they have admitted it ought to be reduced on an 
average of 25 to 30 per cent. they have complicated this matter in a 
way that the most ingenious man is hardly able to understand the effect 
of it. The complication isincreased by making seven classes of thread, 
warp, and yarn where there were only four before, especially as to its 
effect on the cost of all raw material out of which many of the finished 
goods are made. I think it is almost impossible for any man to tell 
what is to be the effect of it. But one effect of it will be increased 
taxation. Nothing will rid us of this uncertain condition of things ex- 
cept anad valorem duty upon all these goods. Thus we will get clear of 
specifics based on ad valorems, get clear of increased classifications, get 
clear of the effort to raise the duty from 35 to 45 per cent. or 28 per 
cent. over the present rate, and thus increase burdens on consumers. 

Mr. VANCE. Will the Senator allow me to ask his opinion on a 
matter here? Considering the closeness of the competition between the 
American and the English manufactures of this class of cotton goods, I 
should like to have the opinion, if the present duty is advanced to 45 
per cent. would it not amount to prohibition and thereby increase tax- 
ation and decrease revenue? 

Mr. BECK. I have not a doubt about it. 

Mr. ALDRICH. Will the Senator from North Carolina repeat his 
question ? 
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Mr. VANCE. My question was, considering the closeness of compe- 
tition between the American spinners and English spinners in manu- 
factures of this class of cotton, if the increase of this duty to 45 per cent. 
would not amount to a prohibition, thereby increasing the taxation and 
decreasing the revenue? 

Mr. ALDRICH. I thought the Senator from Kentucky said the in- 
crease of revenue would be $2,000,000. I so understood him. 

Mr. BECK. IL said if the importations remained the same; but 
whether or not the present rate would become prohibitory and shut them 
off I do not know; Iam not well enough informed. I think the chances 
are that they would be highly prohibitory from some information | re- 
ceived this morning. At the risk of being charged again with making 
exhibits that ought not to be made in the Senate, as being undignified, 
I will state that a manufacturing house in New York (who say they 
came here with letters to myself, the Senator from Delaware [Mr. BAy- 
AnD], and others; but the Senator from Delaware was absent and they 
tailed to see me) sent me specimens of their goods. Here they are [ex- 
hibiting]. Here is a specimen of what they call cream-tarlatan. The 
present duty is 35 per cent. ad valorem; the proposed duty 41 cents per 
square yard. It costs 2} pence for fifty-two inches, equal to 4) cents., 
and the ad valorem duty now proposed in the bill is 150 per cent. 

Hlere is another, white tarlatan; present rate of duty 35 per cent., 
proposed duty 3} cents per square yard; cost 2} pence for fifty-two 
inches, equal to 4% cents; 125 per cent. ad valorem. Here isaspecimen 
of black tarlatan; present duty 35 per cent. ad valorem, and they say 
that by the change proposed the duty will be 150 per cent. ad valorem. 

Here is another specimen, making 116 per cent. ad valorem, which is 
now 35 percent, ad valorem. Here is another at5o percent. ad valorem 
which is made 105 per cent. ad valorem. Here are a number of other 
specimens. These gentlemen assert that the duty upon the raw material 
is made in some instances 140 per cent., and that the duty upon their 
product is only 40 per cent.; showing the inconsistencies of this pro- 
posed rate. If these statements are correct, | know nothing about that. 
Why they sent the samples to me particularly I do not know; I never 
was a merchant and do not understand these things very well; but it is 
perfectly obvious that if the proposed change has the effect of putting 
the duty up to an improper rate on thread and raw materials above 
what the manufactured product is taxed at, as they complain, it must 
be a very great injustice to the men who manufacture from these ma- 
terials. 

Mr. ALDRICH, 
manufacturer ? : 

Mr. BECK. Here it is. I will send the letter, specimens and all, 
to the Senator from Rhode Island and let him look at them. He will 
understand them much better than I. They came to me this morning 
by mail or express. Whether these statements are correct or not I do 
not know, except it might be well before this discussion is over for the 
Senator to look at them, as he understands those matters and I do not. 
Here ave the specimens as they were sent to me. 

| only desire to secure a fair, equitable tariff, one that will not in- 
jure the manufacturers of cotton in this country and at the same time 
will not unduly oppress the consumers of these goods. I do not want 
any class stricken down while we are keeping up taxes to aid others. 
I am not making war upon manufacturers, but I do say that the cotton 
manufacturers now have cheap raw material; certainly they get their 
cotton as cheap as any other people in the world; certainly they have 
now the best machinery in the world, builtup under twenty years of high 
protection which we have given them by taking the money out of the 
pockets of the tax-payers of this country. Certainly when they went 
before the Committee on Ways and Means of the House and admitted 
that they can stand a reduction of 25, 30, 40, or even 50 per cent., and 
authorized their representative on the committee to say so and make 
the proposition I have read, now to come to Congress with a tariff pre- 
pared by themselves, the average of which is an increase over the pres- 
ent rates, with changes of classification that make it more difficult to 
understand, is to my mind altogether wrong. The Tariff Commission 
did a great many things that I did notapprove of. L have taken occasion 
to say so, although I believe I said I would not say much more about 
them. But even the Tariff Commission, that seemed to be trying to 
keep everything up as high as was possible upon this class of goods that 
we are now considering, made its report imposing a duty upon cotton 
threads, yarns, warps, &c., valued at and not exceeding 25 cents a 
pound, 7) cents a pound. ‘The Senate committee and the manufacturers 
have now increased that from 7} cents a pound to 10 cents a pound. 
The Tariff Commission said that upon all over 25 and not exceeding 40 
the tax should be 15 cents a pound. 

The Senate bill proposes 16 cents a pound. The Tariff Commission 
said that valued at 40, not exceeding 50 cents, the tax should be 20 
cents. The Senate committee said 22 in the bill now before you. The 
Tariff Commission said valued over 50 cents a pound, not exceeding 60, 
25 cents a pound wasenough, yet the Senate committee propose 27 cents 
a pound. Over 60 and not exceeding 70, the Tariff Commission made 
it 30 cents a pound. The Senate bill which we are now asked to pass 
makes it 36 cents a pound; the Senate committee make it 40. Over 80 

cents a pound, 50 cents a pound, and over a dollar, 50 cents. There is 
an increase even over the Tariff Commission, retaining all the vicious 


Do T understand the Senator to say that is from the 





classification and increasing it at least 25 per cent. on the average ove, 
the duties that the Tariff Commission ventured to suggest. And all 
this was done at the last moment at the dictation of the manufacturers 
with no reason assigned for it that I am aware of except that they 
want it, 

As I said, I had attempted to calculate what would be the efiect o; 
the present tariff. On the lower goods up to 40 cents, because there ix 
now no stopping at 20, the present average is 47.81 per cent. Under 
the Tariff Commission bill on the lower grade it is 29 per cent. and th. 
higher is about 57, the average not varying very much from 47. Unde, 
the Senate bill the lowest is 40 and the highest is 62, if you take the 
value of goods anywhere close to the point of division. It all depends 
upon how high the per cent. would run, and you can not tell until you 
ascertain exactly what is the value of the goods imported; and where 
that division is made, that new classification isa mere arbitrary one 
that has been flung in, as I said, for no purpose except to aid the mann- 
facturers. So with the next highest grade the same calculation may he 
made; so with No. 3 and No 4, and on to the end of that classification, 
showing increases or decreases all the way, depending upon how close 
the values are to the point where they make their division. 

I repeat that one reason why I am opposed to this schedule is that no 
man can understand the effect of it, and it is not intended that any one 
not an expert shall understand it. It is so arranged by the manufact- 
urers themselves. They set aside even the report of the Tariff Com- 
mission, high as it was compared with their former propositions, and 
have made a schedule to suit themselves, and even the Bureau of Sta- 
tistics is obliged to figure it up, showing that many items are an absolute 
increase, and they have so arranged it that upon many important articles 
the increases are concealed, and will, I believe, prove to be infinite) 
greater than they appear upon the face of the schedule. Are they in 
earnest, and do they desire only to have their labor protected? That isthe 
pregense upon which they claim increase of taxes, because their raw 
material is obtained as cheaply as by any manufacturer in the world. 
They get their cotton without tax. The men who suffer from taxation 
are engaged in raising the cheapcotton. Theyare the unprotected labor- 
ers of the South. They get cotton as cheapasthe English manufactures 
or any other manufacturer receives his, and 30 per cent. ad valorem is 
certainly more than they can claim as necessary to equalize them with 
the wages paid in any other country in the world. 

1 read day before yesterday from the reports of consuls of the United 
States and the Secretary of State what the wages were in Manchester, 
and what they were in Massachusetts in a report made by Secretary 
Blaine. I was told and we have been told here lately over and over 
again that these reports are not true. Lf we can not rely upon the offi- 
cial statements of the consuls of the United States and can not rely upon 
the statement of the Secretary of State, wpon whom can we rely? Wi 
are told again that all laboring people in England are beggars and pau 
pers who are living almost in the gutter, and that free trade in England 
has brought them down to the starvation point, and hence our people 
should be protected against that character of pauper labor, when the fact 
is that the English operative is certainly better paid than any other op- 
erative in Europe as compared with the French, German, Belgian, o1 
any one else, and England is at least holding herown in the markets ot 
the world. 

Mr. MAXEY. Will the Senator from Kentucky permit me to remind 
him of the fact that those very consular reports have been indorsed in 
this body as fully as any oflicial reports that have ever come here? ‘The 
chairman of the Committee on Finance has himself on several occasions 
spoken of the importance of those reports to the country, and we made 
arrangements to have them so folded that we could send them out to 
that class of people who take an interest in our commercial relations 

Mr. BECK. I thank the Senator from Texas for the suggestion he 
has made, I have assumed that they were reliable, and that they had 
been quoted here on this floor. I quoted them myself and nobody had 
ventured to contradict them until now. I think that is about the highest 
evidence of their authenticity. 

Mr. Benton said once that the finest figure of speech in the English 
language was ‘‘ding-dong.’’ I rather believe it, and even at the expens 
of ding-donging the Senate I will ask them to read again the wages 
statement reported by Mr. Shaw, our consul in England, and by the Sec- 
retary of State, in a short extract I read before: 

The average wages of employés in the Massachusetts mills is as follows, a: 
cording to the official returns: Men, 88.30; women, $5.62; male children, 33.1! 
female children, $3.08, According to Consul Shaw’s report the average wages 0! 
the men employed Mm the Lancashire mills on the Ist of Senuary, 1880, was about 
$8 per week, subject to a reduction of 10 per cent.; women, from $3.40 to $1.00, 
subject to a reduction of 10 per cent. 

The hours of labor in the Lancashire mills are fifty-six; in the Massachusetis 
mills, sixty per week, The hours of labor in the mills in the other New England 
States, where the wages are generally less than in Massachusetts, are usually 
sixty-six to sixty-nine per week. 

Undoubtedly the inequalities in the wages of English and American operatives 
are more than equalized by the greater efficiency of the latter and their longer 
hours of labor. If this should prove to be a fact in practice— 

This is the comment of the Secretary of State in an official commu- 
nication to Congress, as I understand it— 


as it seems to be proven from official statistics, it would be a very important 













element in the establishment of our mane + f to compete with England for our 
* share of the cotton-goods trade of the world, 
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In the two prime factors which may be said to form the basis of the cotton- 
man’ ring industry, namely, raw material and labor, we hold the advantage 
over England in the first and stand upon an equality with her in the second. 


Having the raw material at our doors, it follows that we should be able to con- | 


vert it into manufactures, all things else being equal, with more economy and 
facility than can be done by England, which imports our cotton and then manu- 
factures it in her mills. The expense of handling, transportation, and commis- 
sion must be an important item in this regard as compared with our turning in 
the fiber from the cotton-fields to our mills and shipping it in the advanced form 
of manufactu goods. Add to this the secondary fact that it costs us no more 
to handle and manufacture the same than it costs in England, and we stand on 
an undoubted equality thus far in the race of competition. 


, think we are the greatest commercial people in the world. 
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Again, contradicting as I have done before the statement of the charge | 


of the pauperism of those people against whom Senators propose that 


they seek protection, and to deny the fact that under their free-trade | 
system they have gone down and become poor beggars and that we can | 


not even with all our machinery and our tree Government and the low 
wages we are paying the cotton operatives compete with those people, 
I have an authority that I have read on the floor of the Senate that no 
man will dare deny, made under circumstances that no man would have 
dared to have told a lie even if he had been disposed to do so. It is 
the speech of Hon. John Bright, made to his own operatives and before 


the people in his own town, telling them what had been the eficet of 


the liberalizing of trade in Englandas to their wages. I will read what 


he said to them. 


truth or not. Only a year ago he said: 


mons one day in the past summer, three or four months ago, and a man—an in- 
telligent, respectable-looking workingman—joined me and addressed me by 
name. I asked him how he knew me. He knew me because, he said, “I have 
been a good deal in Birmingham, and have attended your meetings there, and 
so I know you very well.” [Laughterandcheers.| [talked to hima little about 
his business. He said he was then getting 7s, 67. a day as a bricksetter, and, he 
added, “formerly I used to work for 4s. a day." There isa jump. From ts. to 
7s. 6d. is a considerable leap. 


ADVANCE OF WAGES IN THE COTTON TRADI 


Now I should like to tell you of something 
Still speaking to his own men in his own town. 


I should like to tell you of something that has happened nearer home, for | 
suspect there are many persons in this meeting who have not the least idea of 
the actual increase of wages that has taken place among the factory operatives 
in this neighborhood during the last forty years. was looking the other day 
at one of our wages-books for 1840 and 1841. 

That was in their high protective tariff times. 

I will tell you what I foundinit and what I found in eur wages-book now Phe 
figures are taken over an average of two months at that time and over anaverage 
of two montis now, and therefore are a fair statement of what happened then and 
what happens to-day. Many persons here know, of course, all about the interior 
of acotton factory, and therefore [shall speak asif we were ina mill and looking 
over the different people at work. I find thatin 1839the throstle piecers—I need not 
explain who they are—were receiving 8s. a week, and they were working twelve 
hoursa day. I find that now the same class of hands are receiving Is. a week 
atten hoursa day. If they worked for twelve hours, and were paid at the same 
rate, it would be lés. a week, or exactly double what they received in 1839, 1840, 
and 1841, [Cheers.] The young women who worked at the drawing frames at 
that time had 7s. 6¢. a week; they have now Ls., and that is without reekoning 
the fact that they are working two hours a day less. The rovers and slubbers 
got 8s. a week then, and they are getting Lis. a week now. The doffers |laugh- 
ter} are considered a class whose wits are a little too sharp [laughter], and 
are sometimes not very manageable. They used to have 5s, 6d. a week, and 
they now have 9s, 6d. The warpers in those days, as far as my recollection 
serves me—I am speaking of our own busivess—were all women. They earned 
on the average of the two montlis 17s. 6¢.a week. The warpers now are all men, 
and they have earned in the two months an average of 35s. 6d.a week. [Cheers. | 
Well at that time we had a very clever man as blacksmith, whom I used to like 
to see strike the sparks off; his wages were 22s. a week. Well, our blacksmith 
now has wages of 34s.a week, and that only for factory time, which isten hours, 
whereas the man of 22s. a week worked the then factory time, which was twelve 
hours. Now you see the enormous change to the people in these factories. 
They have two hours’ leisure which they had not before, and their wages are 
nearly double. 


That was a speech made by Hon. John Bright to the people who 

knew all about the facts he was speaking of. 
Mr. MAXEY. That is pauper industry. 

Mr. BECK. That is the pauper labor which our consuls say is al- 

most as well paid as is paid in Massachusetts. 
He went on to say: 

I think it isimpossibleto account for this extraordinary improvement inthe 
wages of icultural laborers, of bricksetters and carpenters, and all your fac- 
tory operatives, and all your mechanics, upon any other theory than this, that 
the new policy with regard to trade, which has made your trade fourfold, has 
been the cause which has made this stupendous and unimagined improvement 
in the condition of the people. [Cheers. | 


I may be pursuing a very mistaken policy all through the bill, but 
my leading purpose is to give our people cheap raw material, to give 


them good wages, to give them plenty of work, to extend the trade of 


our manufacturers, and not protect them to death by giving them a 
license to rob all the people of this country and reach nobody else. Car- 
rying out what Mr. Bright said, I have in my hand the financial con- 
dition of these poor starving people that Senators talk about as having 
been ruined and are beggars by free trade. Here are the imports and 
exports of merchandise in England for ten years in a short column, 
which shows that in 1881 the exports and imports of England amounted 
to £733,472, 491, which reduced to dollars, at 35 to £1, is $3,667,362,455, 
an increase since 1860, the table shows, of £309,000,000, or $1,549,556, - 


» 


They would have known whether he was telling the | 


,; some things it is a diminution, as upon cotton goods 


| 


| once before it appears that there are 185,472 hands engaged 
I walked down from the Reform Club through the park to the Llouse of Com- | 


| ing with all the world with 30 per cent. upon their great produ 
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515. Observe, that is her increase in the last twenty years. We have 
made very gratifying progress, but let us look at our exports and im 
ports, of which we boast so much, and when we look at it we sometimes 
T tind in 
the report of the Secretary of the Treasury the statement that our total 
exports and imports for 1882, the largest we ever had, were about 
$1,545,000,000. In other words, taking the exports and imports of 
Great Britain, her trade has increased more in the last twenty years than 
we have yet obtained by several million dollars. . 
people who accomplish such things 


These are not pauper 
1 read once betore what Mr. Glad 


| Stone said about it, and his authority will not be disputed that his peo 


ple are being paid tirst-class wages and doing first-class work 

If we give the cotton manufacturer 30 per cent. ad valorem all round 
upon his products there can be no reasonable pretext that he would not 
have protection enough to compete withall the laborof Europe, and ther 
can be no doubt that such a tax will produce more revenue with: less 
oppression in the course of a few years than any system of specifies and 
classifications and hiding and dodging unequal tarifls upon raw ma 
terial, often more than there is upon the finished product, or more upon 
one thing than there ought to be upon another, and that it will not le 
half as liable to fraud and undervaluation 
specifies based upon ad valorems. 

In the table furnished by the Tariff Commission which | 


s the svstem proposed ol 


aulluded to 
h cotton 
manufactures, witha capital of $219,000,000. They received $45,614,000 
in wages, and they pay for the material $119,000,000.— Their products 
are worth $210,000, 000, or 345,000,000 more than the material and th 
wages. The operatives receive on an average $246 each, or an average 
of 21 per cent. on the product. If we give them 30 per cent. we will 
receive a large revenue. They will have an ample chance of compet 
t, whicl 
now reaches to $210,000,000 a year. Unless you adopt some system 
of that sort and apply it to this paragraph, increased as it is above thi 
Tariff Commission report, increased as it is on the average, though on 
I repeat that un 
less a very much better bill is made than is now presented to us, wnless 
there are diminutions and reductions made by the Senate tar beyond 
what T expect will be made—indeed I do not believe that the Senate 
can intelligently understand in all the mazes of this complicated mass 
of matter what ought to be done—I shall vote fora general ad valorem 
at some rate. I confess in many regards, with all the study | have 
been able to give it—and I have worked at it faithfully and earnestly 
because it was my duty as a member of the committee to tell Senators 
who did not have the opportunities that [ had exactly what I thought 
of it—that is the only reason why I have said anything about 


it 
although I may be complained of again for taking up the time ot the 
Senate; [ assure Senators that | do not desire to do it—but IT have looked 
at it carefully and IT can see no way out of the tangle of this cotton 
schedule, with all its embarrassments, with all its concealment ith 
all its possibilitic s for wrong, with its change of classifications and 
| danger to the people of this country—TI see no way out of it, if we 





expect to ext nd our commerce with other countries, which | ereatly 
desire to do, except to impose a duty of, say, 30 per cent. ad valorem 
or 35 per cent., and thus make at least an intelligent tarifi 

Mr. MAXEY. What is the general average levied by the tariff on 
cotton goods, according to the schedule presented by the committee ? 

Mr. BECK. The unenumerated articles of cotton, which are many 
of them the most valuable and highest priced, are under the present 
law 35 per cent. ad valorem. The committee, for what reason I do not 
know, and I do not think there is any reason for the proposition, hay: 
advanced all of that great schedule, that produces now over $7,000,000 
from 35 to 45 per cent. ad valorem, and have changed their specilies in 
threads and other things until the Senator from Texas, no matter how 
good a mathematician he may be (and being a West Pointer I hav 
doubt he is a very good one)—it would make his head ache betore he 
unraveled it, and he would have to make assumptions as to grades and 
changes of the four classes to seven, assuming what they would prod 
before he would know what was the result of his labors. The plain 
ad valorem overcomes at least these difficulties, and is just and equal 

Why should we increase the tariff from 35 to 45 per cent. upon great 


items, running up to over $7,000,000, at a time when we are seeking to 
reduce revenues and to reduce the burdens of the people? Why should 
we increase this schedule 20 to 25 per cent. over the report of a Tarifl 


Commission that everybody knows was putting up the last dollar upon 
every article to the highest possible point of protection? Yet we have 
done that in this bill at the instigation and by the orders, if you please, 
of the cotton manufacturers, who, as I say, have their cheap materials, 
who pay low wages to their hands, who have the best machinery in the 
world, and, as the Senator from Maine [Mr. Frye] very well said thi 
other day, machinery now that is doing the work of a hundred people 
since he first recollected how cotton machinery operated. That 1 
chinery needs no protection. That machinery can stand idle if a vlu 
ted market exists. <A little oil and a little shelter is all that it wan 
It is the slave of its owner; but the operative waiting for the 
market to pass away, with his family, with the average of $246 


ed 


} 
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1952 


CONGRESSIONAL RECORD—SENATE. 


FEBRUARY 2, 





to save it. 


is starving while that machinery is standing idle with only a little oil | cents per square yard and 15 percent. ad valorem, it is proposed to fix 
I want, if I can, to tell those men who are the manufact- | 4 cents per square yard. Are not these plain, obvious, and substanti) 


urers of cotton, ‘‘ We have protected you for twenty years; we gave you | reductions? Yet the Senator from Kentucky confesses that he does not 


these large bounties because we had to impose a tax upon your incomes 
during the war; we had to impose a tax upon your manufactures.’’ 


claim, though I think unjustly, came out of you. 

All these things have passed away; your machinery is perfected; your 
labor is organized; your raw materialisfreeand cheap. Why not send 
your goods to China and Japan, where there are hundreds of millions 
of people seeking cotton clothing that will trade all they have in return 
for it, and bring theircheap products back tous? Why not goto Mexico? 
Why not go to Canada? Why not go to the West Indies, instead of 
asking us to pile up taxation upon all of our people to enable you to 
sell at double the price in your own market, and you content yourself 
with the home market and do not seek to go outside of the United 
States, because you can not make anybody pay the prices you ask ex- 
cept the people whom Congress has compelled by odious laws to pay 
you the prices you demand? I say that if we give them 30 or 35 per 
cent., and I would give them 35 per cent. instead of 30 per cent. rather 
than have thiscomplicated machinery that nobody understands be made 
part of the legislation of the country. 

I have been amazed at this schedule from the time I looked at it, 
especially as these manufacturers five years ago, when they believed 
that the Democratic House of Congress was about to reform tariff taxa- 
tion in good faith, as they said they would in their platform in 1876, 
though they did not I admit, came voluntarily and offered to make the 
reductions I have called attention to. Now, when they find that they 
have a Congress that is looking to protection for protection’s sake, they 
are not content even with what the Tariff Commission had done, al- 
though they made no complaint about it at the time. Yet when they 
found that everybody else was getting all they wanted, of course they 
cried for more. There is added to the schedule in this article of thread 
and warp and other things 25 per cent. above what the Tariff Commis- 
sion would give them, and we are asked to pass it coupled with all its 
changes of classification and perhaps its increased burdens. For one I 
do not propose to do it. While 1 will vote to perfect the text of the 
bill as well as I can, I may not get many votes, but I will propose, un- 
less the bill is made much better than I think it will be, a general ad 
valorem tariff upon all the products of cotton, at least on the first and 
last classes, of say 30 per cent. ad valorem. Under that we will get 
revenue enough; under that manufactures will receive incidental pro- 
tection enough; and under that they will be as prosperous as any people 
in this country can be and nobody will be cheated, because everything 
will stand upon an equality as to taxation according to its value. 

I beg pardon of the Senate for having in this scattering way taken 
so much time, but I had to say something about it, as many Senators 
had asked me to give them such information as I had, and I desired to 
give niy views as to what was best for what they were worth. If they 
are worthless the Senate will not follow them. 

Mr. MORRILL. TheSenator from Kentucky has declared over and 
over again that nobody can understand this bill. I take that as a con- 
tession on his part that he does not understand it, and I only regret that 
he has taken an hour by Shrewsbury clock to demonstrate it. But I 
am rejoiced to find that he understands, and that he is determined to 
make the Senate understand, exactly what General Banks said in 1868, 
and what Mr. Gladstone said a year ago. According to the Senator’s 
own statement we derived over $12,000,000 revenue upon cotton goods 
last year upon an importation of over $31,000,000. That is a conclusive 
proof that the present duties are not prohibitory. Now, I want to show, 
what the Senator admits, that the bill is greatly simplified from the com- 
plications of compound duties and counting the threads that is in the 
existing tariff. I wish also to show at once the difference of the rates 
between some of these leading articles under the present tariff and by 
the proposed tariff, and thus present the actual reductions proposed. 

Take the first paragraph, where it is proposed to puta duty on yarns, 
threads, warps, and so on, cost not exceeding 25 cents per pound, of 
10 cents per pound. What is the presentduty? It is 10 cents and 20 
per cent. ad valorem. Take the next class, valued at over 40 cents 
per pound and not exceeding 50 cents, the present duty is 20 cents per 
pound and 20 per cent. ad valorem. Of course the bill is a very large 
reduction of the existing tariff. Coming to the next class, valued at 
over 60 eents per pound and not exceeding 70 cents per pound, the rate 
fixed by the bill is 35 cents per pound. The present duty is 30 cents 
per pound and 20 per cent. ad valorem. When you come to cotton 
cloth, bleached, dyed, colored or stained, counting the warp and filling, 
exceeding 100 threads to the square inch, the rate is now 5 centsa square 
yard, and the proposed duty is 2} cents. Then when you come to the 
next clause, instead of being 5} cents and 10 per eent. ad valorem, itis 
but 4) cents per square yard. 

Then when you get into the next description, on line 1149 of the bill, 
where it is 6 cents a square yard, it is proposed to make it 3 cents, or 
one-half of the present rate. In line 1151, where the duty is now 5} 
vents per square yard and 10 per cent. ad valorem, it is proposed to 


| 


There was a tax of 3 cents a pound upon your raw cotton, which you | go on. 





understand it. 
Mr. BECK. 


I do not think he does. 
I said that these were substantial reductions. Noy 

Mr. MORRILL. I merely desire to admit that on two classes of 
goods there is an increase; and what are these? One of them is on stock. 
ings, hose, and half-hose that are made on machines and knit by hand 
composed wholly of cotton, where they are fashioned and narrowed 
wholly or in part by knitting-machines or on frames. These are of the 
higher class of hosiery, and on these a little higher rate of duty has 
been placed for the purpese of introducing the manufacture of these 
articles in this country. The present duty is 35 per cent. and it is pro- 
posed to make on these articles that are consumed mainly by the 
wealthy a higher rate of duty in order that we may manutacture more 
of our cotton at home. Then again, upon cotton, laces and embroid- 
eries, insertings, trimmings, and lace window-curtains, articles exely- 
sively of luxury and used only by the better-to-do classes, there is an 
increase upon these of 10 per cent. 

Let me call the attention of the Senate a moment to the amount 
of these articles that are imported, which is very large. Of hosiery 
we import $7,312,000, and obtain $2,500,000 revenue from them, (rf 
laces, braids, galloons, cotton laces, &c., we import $6,670,000, and get 
$2,324,000 of revenue on these articles of higher and finer fabrics, that 
it is very desirable that we should make in this country. As a portion 
of ourmachinery engaged upon the cheaper articles will necessarily have 
to step out and be employed about something else, it is very important 
that they should have an opportunity to go into the enterprise of pro- 
ducing these articles. Take the schedule upon spool thread: the pres- 
ent rate is 6 cents per dozen and 30 per cent. ad valorem, and it is only 
placed now at 7 cents per dozen spools, without the ad valorem. That 
is a large reduction. Under these circumstances it is very clear that 
upon the great proportion of the articles embraced in thisschedule there 
is an average reduction of not less than 30 per cent.—upon some of the 
goods much more and some a little less—while it is only an increase 
upon those two classes of goods which I have mentioned. 

Mr. VANCE. I should like to ask the Senator before he sits down— 
he isdown, though, now—ifhe regards cotton shirts and drawers as among 
the luxuries? 

Mr. ALDRICH. They are only 35 per cent. in the bill, and they 
are 35 per cent. in the present law. There is no change. 

Mr. VANCE. They are 40 per cent. under the bill. They may be 
considered luxuries in some countries, but I hardly think they would 
fairly come under that denomination. It is true, as the Senator says, 
that there have been some substantial reductions made, but if any one 
will examine the bill he will find that the reductions have been on the 
articles of which very few are imported, and the increase has been on 
the articles of which a great many are imported. According to my 
figuring, I make it that the total importation of the articles on which 
a small reduction of, say, 20 to 25 per cent. has been made amounts to 
about $6,000,000 in value and pays about $2,200,000 in duty, whereas 
the total of the articles which have been increased amounts to some 
$27,000,000, on which there is levied a duty of about nine and a halt 
millions, and the per cent. of increase is greater or at least equal to the 
decrease. 

Now, when a reduction of 25 or 30 per cent. on $6,000,000 is counter- 
balanced by an increase of 25 or 30 per cent. on $27,000,000, if you cal! 
that reducing the tariff I do not know what you would cal! increasing 
it. On several of the articles the increase is so great that, in my opin- 
ion, the duty would amount to a prohibition entirely and there would 
be a large increase of taxation on the people and no revenne to compen- 
sate for that taxation. 

Mr. ALDRICH. To exhibit the knowledge of this bill by some of 
the Senators on the other side, if the Senator from North Carolina will 
look at line 1165 of the bill now before us he will find that shirts and 
drawers are 35 per cent. in this bill and not 40, as he has just stated. 

Mr. VANCE. On what line? 

Mr. ALDRICH. Eleven hundred and forty-five. 

Mr. VANCE. Eleven hundred and forty-five ? 

Mr. ALDRICH. I think so, but I will tell the Senator in a minute. 
[Examining.] Line 1165 it is. 

Mr. VANCE. That is one class of them. 

Mr. ALDRICH. Those are all the common classes that he is talking 
about. Those are all the ordinary shirts and drawers to which he has 
alluded. 

Mr. VANCE. I find, beginning on line 1169: 


On stockings, hose, half-hose, shirts, and drawers, fashioned, narrowed, or 
shaped wholly or in part by knitting machines or frames, or knit by hand, and 
composed wholly of cotton, 45 per cent. ad valorem— 

The present duty being 35 per cent. : 

Mr. ALDRICH. These are fine goods not used by any ordinary pco- 
le. 

Mr. BECK. 


Allow me to say a word as to that. This illustrates 


make it 5 cents per square yard, and on line 1155, where it is now 7} | quite as well as any suggestion which has yet been made what this bill 
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means. The Senator from Rhode Island takes great credit in saying it 
has not put up the dut yon shirts and drawers wovenor made on frames, 
&e.; that it remains just asit is now. Let us look. Of shirts and 
drawers woven or made on frames $23,087.49 worth was imported last 
year, paying a revenue of $8,080.62 at 35 per cent. The proposed rate 
is also 35 per cent., and on this class of goods but $8,080.62 revenue 
was received. That is a great concession! On ‘‘ stockings, hose, half- 
hose, shirts, and drawers, fashioned, narrowed, or shaped wholly or in 
part by knitting machines or frames, or knit by hand,’’ &c., the present 
rate of duty, 35 per cent., is increased to 45 per cent., and the imports 
of this class amounted to $7,312,743 in value, and $2,559, 460.05 was the 
revenue collected, to which they have added an additional duty of 


$244,000, and the Senator tells how generous they are in reducing the | 


rate of duty on that class from which only $3,080.62 in revenue was col- 
lected! Is not that true? 

Mr. ALDRICH. No, sir; it is not true. 

Mr. BECK. Then I will hand this to the Reporter to contradict the 
statement of the Senator. 

Mr. ALDRICH. Itis disproved by a foot-note on the very same 

ve, If the Senator will look he will see it himself. 

Mr. BECK. Let me see whether it is not true. 

Mr. ALDRICH. The foot-note says ‘‘ two-thirds of the importations 
estimated at 40 per cent. and one-third at 45.”’ 

Mr. BECK. Did I notgive the exact figures, $7,312,743, as the value 
of the articles of this class which came in? 

Mr. ALDRICH. The Senator must See that a mistake has been 
made there. 

Mr. BECK. 
the Bureau of Statistics. 


It makes the calculation $244,000 increase, as stated by | 
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Mr. ALDRICH. The Senator must see that some figures must be | 


missing there, because of the higher grades $7,300,000 are put down, 
and for the other grades only $23,000. 

Mr. BECK. All this will come in at 45 per cent. hereafter. 

Mr. ALDRICH. I will merely state in addition to what I have said 
that the bureau reported $7,312,743 worth as two-thirds; of course one- 


| 


third must be one-half of that, which would be near $3,700,000 worth, | 


instead of $23,000, as the Senator from Kentucky has stated. 
evidently a mistake. 

The Senator from Kentucky says this isa very complicated and intri- 
cate and hard-to-be-understood schedule. I say that in this bill now 
under consideration there has been no schedule so improved by simplifi- 
cation as this schedule in relation tocotton and cotton goods, and I say 
further that there is no schedule in this entire bill where the duty has 
been so much reduced as the schedule of cotton goods, and I think be- 
fore I get through I shall prove it to the Senate. 

Mr. VANCE. Does the Senator pretend to say that in the aggregate 
there is a reduction ? 

Mr. ALDRICH. Ido in the aggregate in the averages upon every 
item in the bill except two. 

Mr. VANCE. Will not the increase of those two items overbalance 
the reduction of all the others? 

Mr. ALDRICH. Not by any means, taking the figures which the 


Here is 


Senator from Kentucky has just been reading from, and I will show | 


that he made a mistake in his figures before I get through: but on his 
own statement the reduction is about $700,000. 

Mr. VANCE. I do not think itis in the power of the Senator from 
Rhode Island on those premises to show that there has been an aggre- 
gate reduction. Ido not think he can do it by the Bessemer, pneu- 


matic, Thomas-Gilchrist, basic, Siemens-Martin, or open-hearth proc- | will offer should prevail, and the duty upon all manufactures of cotton 


esses. [Langhter. ] 

Mr. SHERMAN. 

Mr. ALDRICH. 
try. 

Mr. VANCE. I will do so. 

Mr. ALDRICH. Any Senator who can understand the English lan- 
guage can understand this schedule. 

The Senator from Kentucky said at the commencement of his remarks 
that the reduction shown upon this class of cotton yarns and threads 
was $23,087. I think these were the fignres he gave. He will find 
upon a re-examination that it is $123,000, a reduction, according to the 
Bureau of Statistics, of 10 per cent. trom the present rates of duty. 


Give him a chance. 


If the Senator will give me an opportunity | will | 


| these will be made here whethe 


The Senator says that we have increased the number of classifications | 


and thereby increased the chance of fraud and the difficulty of under- 
standing this schedule. Let us see whether we have or not. 

Under the existing law all threads and yarns valued at from 40 to 60 
cents a pound pay the same rate of duty. Under the new schedule 
yarn valued from 40 to 60 cents pays one rate and from 50 to 60 an- 
other rate. Is not that easily understood? Is there any difficulty, 
any complication, or any intricacy about that? Under existing law 
these rates are compound rates consisting of a specific rate per pound 
and an additional ad valorem rate. 


tospecific ratesalone, thus greatly simplifying the matter. Now, taking 


Under the bill they are reduced | 


the class of yarn to which I have alluded, between 40 and 60-cents a 
pound, they now pay 20 cents a pound and 20 per cent. ad valorem, 


amounting to about 32 cents a pound. 
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Under the present bill yarn 
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from 40 to 50 pays 22 cents a pound and from 50 to 60 pays 
pound, a large reduction in both cases. 

Under the bill as it now stands yarn worth 39 cents a pound abroad 
would pay 18 cents a pound, while yarn worth 41 cents would pay 
32 cents a pound, or a difference of about 14 cents a pound. 
bill proposed the difference would be decreased one-half. 
crease from one rate to another under the old law—and I adopt this 
sum for the purpose of the argument—was 20 cents, under our bill it 
will be 10 cents; and while an undervaluation to the extent of a far 
thing might by existing law defraud the revenue to the extent of 20 cents, 
under our bill it could not exceed 10 cents 

I have made this statement twice, hoping that | may be understood. 
We have made seven classifications instead of four, reducing the in 
crease of rate from one classification to another more than one-half. 
there be any mystification about that? 
standing of what it is? We have abolished the ad valorem duties en- 
tirely. We have fixed a specific rate which is much less than the old 
rate, and no Senator has denied this. The clause is certainly simpli- 
fied. We propose no such changes in classification as were made in the 
metal schedule, where changes were made from measurenient by wire 
gauge to measurement by diameter. ‘The changes here merely relate 
to the price per pound abroad, and instead of having a difference as be 
tween 40 and 60 we have a difference as between 40 and 50, and an- 
other difference as between 50 and GO, the sole object being to tix what 
should be nearer to an equivalent ad valorem of the price of the yarn in 
each one of these cases up and down the scale, and the reason that we do 
not recommend an ad valorem duty is the same reason, only multiplied 
and intensified a thousand fold, that led the Senator yesterday to vote 
for a specific rate upon sugar. 

The market price of sugar in every part of the world is known daily 
in New York. But here are different grades of yarn made in a thou 
sand different places, varying in price one-sixteenth or one-thirty-second 


Under the 
If the in 


Can 
Can there be any misunder 


| or one-fiftieth of a cent per pound; and in many eases under the law as 


it now stands a difference of one-sixteenth of a cent per pound would 
make a difference of 20 cents a pound in duty 

It seems to me it is not necessary for me to dwell upon this longer to 
show that this schedule as reported is in the direction of simplitication 
instead of in the opposite direction. 

Mr. VANCE. Will the Senator now oblige me by giving his idea of 
the amount of reductions on the yarn schedule that he has discussed ? 

Mr. ALDRICH. I have stated it. I will repeat it if it is desired 
I thought the Senator had heard it. I have stated it on each item, 
and the average as shown by the Burean of Statistics is about 10 pei 
cent. 

Mr. VANCE. What is the total amountof reduction on these items 
of yarns, threads, Xe. ? 

Mr. ALDRICH. Based on the importation of last year, L say the re 
duction is 10 per cent. The average reduction on all grades would be 
even greater than that as shown by the figures which | have stated. | 
do not know whether the Senator from North Carolina heard them o1 
not. Does he desire the amount in dollars ’ 

Mr. VANCE. Yes, sir. 

Mr. ALDRICH. One hundred and twenty-three thousand seven 
hundred and sixty-six dollars is the amount by the report of the Bu 
reau of Statistics; but Senators must remember that the importations 
last year, if changes of duty are made, will be no guide whatever as 
to the importations for next year. Suppose, for instance, that the 
amendment which the Senator from Kentucky has intimated that he 


should be reduced to 30 per cent. ad valorem, there would not be a 
single pound of fine yarn made in this country, and there could not be 
and the importations and consequent revenue instead of decreasing 
would largely increase. We should receive a revenue greater on this 
one item of cotton yarn than we now receive on the whole cotton 
schedule, 

The Senator has called attention to the importation of cotton goods. 
Whatarethey? Seven-eighths of the cotton fabrics used in this country 
are made here, including the ordinary and common grades of goods, and 
r the motion of the 


Senator trom Ken- 
tucky shall prevail or not. 


Now, what does the Senator from Kentucky desire 


Does le 
that the class now made abroad shall continue to be made 
that this shall be largely increased by the class which is now manutfaet- 
ured in Scotland and England? With my knowledge of the Senator’s 
patriotism I know he can not wish to destroy all the cotton manufact- 
uring industries in this country except those for the manufacture of or 


desire 
there, and 


dinary and common goods to benefit the manulacturers and operatives 
in England, whom he has justly lauded in his speech this morning 

I did not intend upon this clause to allude to the details of the other 
portions of the bill, but as the discussion has taken a wide range and 
the Senator from Kentucky has undertaken to show what will be the 
general effect of the bill, | think I must follow him to some extent at 
least. I will now read the provisions of the present law in relation to 
cotton cloths and then read the provisions of the bill reported by the 
Finance Committee, so that Senators may at 


orett 


a glance the great 
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simplification recommended in this schedule. 
follows: 

On all manufactures of cotton (except jeans, denims, drillings, bed-tickings, 
ginghams, plaids, cottonades, pantaloon stuff, and goods of like description) not 
bleached, colored, stained, painted or printed, and not exceeding one hundred 
threads to the square inch, counting the warp and filling, and exceeding in weight 
five ounces per square yard, 5 cents per square yard; if colored, stained, painted, 
or printed, 5} cents per square yard, and in addition thereto, 10 per cent. ad 
valorem. 


Existing law reads as 


* * + * * * 

On cotton jeans, denims, drillings, bed-tickings, ginghams, plaids, cottonades 
pantaloon stuffs, and goods of like description, or for similar use, if unbleached 
and not exceeding one hundred threads to the square inch, counting the warp 
and filling, and exceeding five ounces to the square yard, 6 cents per square bs 
if bleached, 64 cents per square yard; if colored, stained, painted, or printed, 6} 
cents per square yard, and, in addition thereto, 10 per cent. ad valorem. 

In place of this long and intricate description which I have read, 
providing for a count of the goods by warp and filling, providing fortwo 
classes, one of denims and tickings and like goods and another of cot- 
ton cloths of other description, and providing fora test of weight of the 
zoods as well, the Senate bill proposes to adopt this clause, which I will 
now read: 

On all cotton cloth not bleached, dyed, colored, stained, painted, or printed, 
and not exceeding one hundred threads to the square inch, counting the warp 
and filling, 2) cents per square yard, 

There are three lines in this portion of the bill of the committee and 
over twenty-five lines in the corresponding portions of existing law. 
The cotton schedule which in this bill occupies about two pages, if it 
had used the classifications of existing law would have occupied at least 
eight or ten pages, with all of these intricate descriptions. 

The next clause of the present law reads ‘‘on goods of a lighter de- 
scription, not exceeding two hundred threads to thesquareinch, counting 
the warp and filling, unbleached,’’ &c., and then goes on and repeats 
the clause in relation to jeans, denims, drillings, bed-tickings, &c., 
while under the bill of the committee this is all embraced in one simple 
clause—‘‘on all cotton cloth not bleached, dyed, colored, stained, 

yainted, or printed, exceeding one hundred and not exceeding two 
| cor threads to the square inch,’’ so many cents a yard. It will 
only be necessary for the custom-house officer to determine the count 
of the cloth, i. e., whether it shall exceed one hundred threads to the 
sqguare inch. Under existing law he has to determine whether it is em- 
braced in the first or second clause I have read, without regard to 
whether it be jean, denim, bed-ticking, or like goods, or whether it be 
cloth of other descriptions; has then to determine the count, and in 
addition to that he has to determine the weight. Can any Senator 
say that the provisions recommended by the committee are not much 
more simple than this? 

Let us examine the rates provided by this clause of the bill, and I 
would remind the Senate that the clauses to which I am now alluding 
include all qualities and grades of cotton cloth. They include, I ven- 
ture to say, at least seven-eighths of all manufactures of cotton. Now, 
what are the rates which we propose as compared with the existing 
rates? 

The committee’s bill in the line of the first clause proposes 2} cents 
per square yard, where under the existing law the duty is 5 cents per 
square yard, and 10 per cent. ad valorem on one class, and 6 cents a 
square yard and 10 per cent. ad valorem on the other class. This bill 
provides fora reduction on this large class of goods, including a large 
portion of the goods used in the homes of the laboring classes in this 
country, that is, all ordinary standard sheetings and shirtings. 

Mr. VANCE. lIlow many are imported of this class? 

Mr. ALDRICH. I have said and I now repeat, that thanks to the 
skill and energy of American workingmen and manufacturers, not one 
yard is imported. There may be a very few; but I think not. 

Mr. VANCE. The reduction would amount to about $6,000 in the 
revenue, would it not? 

Mr. ALDRICH. Idonot care in this connection about the reduction 
of the revenue shown. 

Mr. VANCE. So I see. 

Mr. ALDRICH. Itisa reduction of duty on this large classof goods, 
and I desire to call the attention of the Senate to the fact that this re- 
duction is recommended and concurred in by the manufacturers them- 
selves. 

Mr. McPHERSON. Do I understand the Senator to say that in this 
schedule where reductions have been made seven-eighths of the goods 
used are comprised ? 

Mr. ALDRICH. I do say and repeat that the clauses which I have 
just read comprise seven-eighths of the cotton goods used in this coun- 
try, or very nearly so. They comprise all cotton cloths. 

Mr. VANCE. I ask the Senator if the fact that there is only about 
$12,000 worth of that class imported does not show that the present tariff 
is prohibitory ? 

Mr. ALDRECH. These goods are not imported largely, but the reason 
they are not imported is not solely on account of the tariff, but because 
we manufacture many of them as cheaply as foreigners can. We ex- 
port a considerable amount of this class of goods. Many of them can 
be manufactured in North Carolina as cheaply as they can be made in 
England, and the only reason for any tariff upon them is to prevent 





the possibility of bringing here the surplus of English manufactures 
placing them upon our markets at ruinous prices, and thus destroying 
our own manufacturing industries. s 

Mr. MCPHERSON. May I ask the Senator again what special class 
of goods he is now referring to? ee 

Mr. ALDRICH. To many of the goods included in the three clauses 
relating to cotton cloths. 

Mr. MCPHERSON. What is the line of the bill ? 

Mr. ALDRICH. Commencing with line 1139 down to and inelud- 
ing line 1164. 

I was saying that this reduction is suggested and agreed to by the 
manufacturers themselves, and I was about to say that the reduction on 
this first class is 614 per cent. of the present duty, and I say that there 
is no reduction in this entire tariff bill, whether recommended by man- 
ufacturers or not, as great as this upon any article of common use. 

The reduction on the next class 1s from the present rate of 5} cents 
a square yard and 10 per cent. ad valorem, and 6} cents a square yard 
and 10 per cent. ad valorem, to 3} cents a yard, or a reduction of 5} 
per cent. from the present rates, 

On the next item the reduction is from 5} cents and 10 per cent. and 
6} and 10 per cent. to 4 cents, or a reduction of 40 per cent. On the 
next item there is a reduction of 64 per cent. 

Mr. VANCE. Will the Senator please give the lines, so that we may 
keep track of him? 

Mr. ALDRICH. The one,to which I last alluded, 64 per cent., is in 
line 1147 of the bilk On tfe next class there is a reduction of 52 per 
cent. I have the computations here, but I do not care to weary the 
Senate by reading them. On the next it is 42 per cent.; on the next it 
is 56 per cent.; on the next it is 45 per cent.; on the next it is 34 per 
cent. I have not made an average of these reductions, but it must be 
from 40 to 45 per cent. ; and I repeat that it is a greater reduction than 
we have made in any class of manufactured goods by this bill. °* 

I admit that these goods are not largely imported. Whether they 
will be or not under this reduction isa matter of which I can not speak, 
I do not think, however, that any of the lower classes of goods will be 
imported even if this bill is adopted. Ido not desire to break down 
the industries of North Carolina, South Carolina, and Georgia, or ot 
New England, by reducing these duties below a protective point. | 
deny emphatically (and at no distant day I will submit the proof ot 
the assertion to the Senate) that the wages of cotton operatives in this 
country are as low as they are in England. 

I will not say that in the State of North Carolina the wages are not 
as low as the average wages in England, but their manufactures are now 
of the coarser class of yoods and unimportant. As they increase and 
develop, as I hope and believe they may, the operatives will demand 
and receive the wages paid in other communities for similar labor. 

Mr. MCPHERSON. May I ask the Senator another question in this 
connection for information only? 

Mr. ALDRICH. Certainly. 

Mr. McCPHERSON. The cotton goods in the schedule, starting tron 
the beginning of line 1131 down to line 1164, he avers, constitute really 
seven-eighths of all the goods used in this country; and as reductions 
have been made in the specific duty, can he inform me approximately 
what the ad valorem is upon all that class of goods? 

Mr. ALDRICH. The present ad valorem? 

Mr. MCPHERSON. No; the ad valorem proposed 

Mr, ALDRICH. 
alluding? 

Mr. McPHERSON. The classes named between the lines 1131 and 
1164, inclusive. What would be the probable ad valorem ? 

Mr. ALDRICH. Itis, I think, about 30 percent. upon all the classes 
of ordinary manufactures of cotton which are included in this schedule. 
If I understand the wishes and desires of the manufacturers themselves, 
they would be quite willing to accept a specific duty which would be 
equal to 30 per cent. ad valorem upon all the class of goods to which ! 
am now alluding. 

Mr. VANCE. Now, I want to understand the Senator as to this 
matter of reduction—whether I am to understand that the percentage 
is greatly reduced or whether he claims that the total of the duty paid 
upon imported goods in the cotton schedule is reduced ? 

Mr. ALDRICH. I claim, of course, that the percentage on all the 
goods made is reduced. 

Mr. VANCE. That the per centum, the ad valorem rate, is reduced ’ 

Mr. ALDRICH. Very greatly. 

Mr. VANCE. Is the amount of money paid by the people for thos: 
goods reduced? 

Mr. ALDRICH. These goods, as I have tried to explain several times, 
are now made in this country. The manufacturers of New England in 
1842 sent a memorial to Congress in relation to the tariff bill then pend- 
ing, stating among other things that in 1816 100,000 bales of cotton were 
consumed in this country, and that the price of standard sheetings was 
40 cents per yard; that they had increased the consumption of cotton 
to 400,000 bales, and reduced the price of standard sheetings and shirt- 
ings to 16 cents a yard. In the forty years which followed 1542 they 
have increased the amount of cotton consumed to about 2,000,000 of 


Upon the class of goods to which I have just been 
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pales and have further reduced the price of goods to about 7 cents per 


ye record is one of which they have a right to be proud. We are 
now independent of the world on all lower and common grades of goods. 
The Senator knows as well as myself that any ordinary reduction would 
make no difference tothe revenue. The revenue would not be decreased 
nor would it be increased unless we should reduce the duty so low on 
some goods that it would be impossible to make them in this country. 
I do not desire this result. Does the Senator from North Carolina? 

Mr. VANCE. No, Mr. President, I want a little further informa- 
tion. If wecan manufacture this lower class of cotton goods as cheaply 
as England can, what effect does that have upon keeping up wages? 
How can we afford to pay more wages than England if we manufacture 

just as cheap as she? 

Mr. ALDRICH. Because of our better machinery, and because of 
the greater skill of our operatives. 

Mr. VANCE. We do not then need any tariff duty to protect them. 

Mr. ALDRICH. And we have advantages in our proximity to the 
cotton, thereby saving transportation. 

Mr. VANCE. Then we do not need any tariff duty. 

Mr. ALDRICH. We certainly do need a tariff duty. 

Mr. VANCE. What for? 

Mr. ALDRICH. Ihavealready explained. We need it on the lower 
class of goods to prevent the English manufacturers sending over their 
surplus product to this country and selling it at ruinous prices, thus 
closing up our manufactories. We need it on the finer goods for protec- 
tion and as compensation for the larger earnings of our operatives and 
skilled mechanics and laborers. 

Mr. VANCE. If we can make it as cheap as the English can, how 
can the English undersell us? 

Mr. ALDRICH. Why does the Senator from North Carolina want 
to retain the duty on turpentine and rice? 

Mr. VANCE. I do not want any duty on turpentine. 
asked the Senate to give me any. 

Mr. ALDRICH. I have not noticed any manifestation of desire on 
the part of the Senator to have it taken off or to reduce iton rice. He 
does not show a fraction of the anxiety in that direction that he does 
to reduce duties on cotton goods. 

Mr. VANCE. I submit that is not fairly answering the question. 

Mr. ALDRICH. I think it is very fairly answering the question. 
Rice and turpentine can be produced in North Carolina, I believe, as 
cheaply as they can be anywhere else. 

Mr. VANCE. The great argument for giving this tariff is that it 
enables our people to pay higher wages to our operatives than the En- 
glish can pay; and now that we have got to a point where we can manu- 
facture on a par with England, cent for cent, just as cheap as they can 
and pay wages stili higher, I want to know—and have a candid answer 


I have never 


from the Senator, if that does not show conclusively that the price of 


labor in this country does not depend upon the tariff? 

Mr. DAWES. That isunjusttothe English. I suppose the Senator 
thinks he wants the English to have a fair chance. 

Mr. ALDRICH. The Senator from North Carolina either misun- 
derstands or misapplies my statement. I havestated that as to all the 
ordinary kinds of cotton manufactured, the cheaper grades of fabrics, we 
can make them as low as anybody in the world. Where skilled labor 
to a large extent is required, this can not be done, as we pay much 
higher wages. Let me read tothe Senate from the report of the Tariti 
Commission a very strong illustration of the point I am trying to make: 

Forexample, taking the reports of the day’s markets, it is found that the cotton 


used in spinning the coarser yarnssold at below 25 cents per pound is quoted at 
10} cents per pound, 


24 cents, the value of the raw material having been increased about 133 percent. 
On the other hand, a pound of cotton, such as is used in spinning the finer qual- 
ities of yarn, costs 30 cents per pound, and the value ofthe yarn per pound, when 
spun, is $1.50, or an increase of 530 per cent. 


In one case the cost of labor that goes into a pound of manufactured | 


cotton is 14 cents, and in the other case it is $1.20. In the one case 
the ordinary forms of labor can be used, in the other case skilled labor 
of the best class is required. It scems to me that this isa matter 
which can not be misunderstood. It is very easy to see how we might 
make a class of goods requiring a small percentage of labor, if it were 
more skillful, in competition with English manufacture, even if we 
had to pay higher wages, but where the cost of labor is five times the 
cost of material, and where skilled laborers areemployed at largely in- 
creased prices over the wages paid in England, it would be impossible 
to compete unless we are protected by suflicient duties, 

Mr. VANCE. I hope the Senator understands that I addressed my 
question to the lower grade of cotton goods, and therefore his explana- 
tion of the greater skill required in the manufacture of the higher 
grades does not enter into the matter at all. 

Mr. ALDRICH. 
Senators who desire to understand it. 

Mr. VANCE. I dodesire to und«rstand it most earnestly. I desire 
to understand why, if it is necessary to keep up the wages of our people 
to levy a heavy tariff, when we get tothe point where we can manufact- 


| as not to understand the distinction which I have made. 


ure goods as cheaply as foreigners, I do not understand the necessity of 
keeping up the tariff, because evidently the laborers do not get it. It 
seems to me that it is simply to enable the manufacturers to pocket 
that much money and that the pretense of benefiting the laborers must 
be given up. 

Mr. ALDRICH. It can not be possible that the Senator is so obtuse 
I have just 
read from the report of the Tariff Commission to try to make the mat- 
ter plain to his mind that while the manufacturer in North Carolina 
who hires the poor white laborer of that country for 42 cents a day, 
about the same price paid in France and in Belgium and a little more 
than the price paid in Italy, might manufacture cheap cotton goods, the 
manufacturer in Massachusetts who pay 85 cents a day to unskilled 
labor and who pays $1.25 to $1.50 a day for skilled laborers, manutact- 
uring a different kind of goods requiring five times as much labor, could 
not compete. 

Mr. VANCE. Let me say to the Senator in relation tothat schedule 
of North Carolina factory wages that he speaks of— 

Mr. ALDRICH. I hope the Senator will explain it after I 
through. 

Mr. VANCE. 

Mr. ALDRICH 
ruptions. 

Mr. VANCE. IbegtheSenator’s pardon. I thought he wast} 

Mr. MCPHERSON. Will the Senator from Rhode Island 
me one moment to make a suggestion to the Senator from North Caro 
lina rather in his line of argument ? 

Mr. ALDRICH. Yes, 

Mr. MCPHERSON. ‘The Senator from North Carolina says that a 
tariff levied of the character proposed by the Senator from Rhode Island 
on these goods would be absolutely prohibitory except under certain 
conditions; for instance, the conditions that occurred in 1873, when the 
industries of this country prostrated and the industries of every 
country were prostrated, and a surplus of goods piled up in the ware 


oct 


| thought the Senator was throuch. 


I have submitted very patiently, I think, to inter 
Yi : 


rough. 
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] A pound ofthis cotton willmakeseven yardso cloth, which | 
is quoted in the same paper at 3} cents per yard, making a total value of about | 


I think I have explained it to the satisfaction of 


houses abroad was flooded upon this country and sold for low prices 
largely below the cost of manuticturing and the prices fixed here for the 
sale of the goods. The1 in until our 


sult was that importations came 


storehouses were filled with them. ‘There was no demand for them; 
labor was sent adrift until the willing laborer was compelled to beg 
from door to door. I wish to know if under such conditions the tarifl 
is prohibitory, as he avers, prohibitory only regards importations 


that is of any immediate injury to the con 
particular injury to the laborer of the country. 


umer of the country or any 





Mr. VANCE As the Senator from Rhode I land yielded to the Sena 
sor from New Jersey to shy a brickbat 2t me, I hope he will yield to 
me to return the compliment. 

Mr. ALDRICH. Certainly. 

Mr. VANCE. I want to know of the Senator trom New Jersey if 
| the high tariff of 5 cents a square yard kept out that at influx in 
| 1873, if it did not come here all the same? 
| Mr. MCPHERSON. If it did come here all the same, it paid breve 
nue to the Government, but at the same time there was an aggregation 

upon us from the other side. It was sent here forthis market and of 
course found a market very slowly. During the time those goods were 


upon the market the American manufacturer, manufacturing them at 
somewhat a higher rate as I confess, a rate proportioned to the amount 
paid for the labor, was forced completely out of the market. 

Now, I want the Senator from North Cerolina to understand that there 
are many things upon this tariff list that bear to-day a high rate of 
duty which has no more effect than if there were no duty at all upon 
them, because home competition regulates that matter. 

Mr. VANCE. Then how can a tariff increase wages and low 
That is very strange doctrine for a Democrat to advocate. 
| mightily like something I have heard from the other side of 
| ber. 

Mr. McCPHERSON. Simply because it 
and the home manufacture. 

Mr. VANCE. How can it protect anybody if it ] 
price of the article on which it is levied ? 

Mr. McPHERSON. It you keep out of tl I I foreign prod 
uct by reason of the tariff, you certainly give tothe home manufacturer 
all the competition and all the market at home 

Mr. VANCE. ‘Then the tariff does affect prices? 

Mr. MCPHERSON. Well, Mr. President 

Mr. ALDRICH. I think I shall have to resume the 

Now, I protest against the idea which is constantly advanced by Sena 
tors on the other side that theonly portion of this tariff bill that weare 
to consider is that portion which applies to goods which are largely im 
ported. If they desire to confine the reduction of duties simply to ar 
ticles that are now imported to a great extent, then we are legislating 
only inthe interest of the importer and of the foreign manufacturer, to 
the exclusion of our own mechanics and manufacturers and their in 
terests. 

} You ask no reduction except upon goods and articles which experi 
| ence has shown can be made as cheaply or more cheaply abroad than 
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here. It is upon these articles that you desire to reduce duties, and you 
propose to confine your reduction to that class. Could there be a propo- 
sition more plainly in the interest of the manufacturers abroad and of 
the importers, who are sending their wares here to be exhibited on the 
floor of the Senate, and who are asking the American Congress to legis- 
late in their behalf and against our own people, and who find able and 
eloquent advocates of their policy and of their interests in distinguished 
Senators who ask us when we propose to reduce duties upon protected 
articles, ‘‘ Why are those goods not imported ?’’ 

To proceed with this schedule. The next clause is: 

Stockings, hose, half-hose, shirts, and drawers, and all goods made on knit- 
ting machines and frames, gempene whally of cotton and not herein otherwise 
provided for, 35 per cent, ad valorem. 

‘This is the present rate. The next two clauses propose an increased 
duty and are in that respect exceptions in the schedule. And I desire 
to call the particular attention of Senators to these two items on which 
the committee recommend an increase of duty. They are, first, fine 
hosiery, and, second, ‘‘ cotton laces, embroideries, insertings, trimmings, 
lace window-curtains, and cotton velvet.’’ 

These two clauses of items, it is true, are largely imported. The 
amount manufactured here is very small. Why? Because the cost 
of skilled labor required in their manufacture is so great, so much 
wreater than it is abroad, that they can not be made here as long as the 
duty remains at 35 per cent. 

The most of these goods are made in one district in England, in the 
Nottingham district. There every advantage of skilled labor, fine 
machinery, and ample capital are to be had. With the duty at present 
rates they can monopolize the American market. A correspondent of 
the New York Times writes from Nottingham as follows: 

* Your trade is good?” I asked the leading publisher of the town. 
never better,” he said, ‘Chiefly as regards the lace manufacture?” “Yes; 
but in hosiery we are still, I believe, ahead of all competitors.” “ lam told that 
much fine lace goes from Nottingham and comes back forsale in England as 


Calais, Brussels, Mechlin, point, and other fabrications?” ‘It is said so, and 
we believe it in Nottingham.” 


“Was 


lic goes on to @ay: 


I found Mr. Jasper Smith, the American consul (who came here from Madeira 
five years ago), just as obliging and agreeable as his contemporaries of Sheffield 
Manchester, Bradford, Leeds, and other towns. “ Asan illustration of the soli 
progress of the trade between Nottingham and America,” he said, “here are 
some figures that will probably surprise you. In the year 1878 up to September 
30 the total exports from Nottingham to the United States were $3,062,216.71. 
Prior to that date Nottingham had no consulate of its own; it was a mere 
agency attached to Sheflield, To-day it does a larger trade with America than 
Sheflield itself. For the year ending September 30, 1882, the exports from Not- 
tingham to America registered in my returns amounted to $9,774,48.65. 

And this sum was largely made up of laces, embroideries, lace win- 
dow-curtains, and fine hosiery. 

Now we ask the Senate to allow these goods to be made in the United 
States, and by this concession to transfer this trade from Nottingham 
to Lowell, Lawrence, and Fall River. We have skill; we have capacity 
for building fine machinery; we have capital; but, with present cost of 
plant and machinery, until our wages are reduced to the price which 
they are abroad, we cannot compete with Nottingham. 

To show actual difference in earnings of operatives, I will now putin 
the RrcorD a statement made by Messrs. J. & P. Coats, of Pawtucket, 
Rhode Island, and Paisley, Scotland, and of William Clark, of the Clark 
Thread Company, of Newark, New Jersey, showing the price of wages 
actually paid by these concerns, having mills in both countries, and 


showing that the rate of wages in this country is at least 100 per cent. | 


higher than it is in Paisley. 
The paper is as follows: 
WAGES OF LABOR IN THE MANUFACTURE OF THREAD. 
| Letters of February 2 and April 3, 1882, addressed to the Chief of the Bureau of 

Statistics by Messrs. J. & P. Coats, manufacturers of thread, at Pawtucket, 

Rhode Island, and at Paisley, Scotland. ] 

Pawtucket, R.1., February 2, 1882. 

Dear Sire: I have to acknowledge the receipt of your favor of the 24th ultimo, 
and in reply have the pleasure to hand you comparative rates of wages paid in 
our factories here and in Scotland. 

Our manufacture is a specialty, requiring the employment of good, steady 
hands, it being impossible for us to maintain the quality of our goods with a 
floating class of help. The general average of female help in Scotland, you will 
observe, is under $3 per week, whereas here it averages nearer $7.50 per week. 
(Remember the difference in the time run between the two countries is deducted 
from the rates paid here to make the comparison more nearly correct.) 

The difference in male help is not so great, but the great bulk of those we em- 
ploy are females, Weare obliged to pay high wages, as we have to employ help 
corresponding to the best class engaged in weaving and other highly-paid de- 
partments of labor. Unless we do so we find our help unwilling to remain with 
us steadily, subject to the strict discipline necessary to produce our quality of 
goods, These conditions apply to Scotland as well as here, where our experi- 
ence proves the help to be quite as efficient and able to attend to as many machines 
or spindles, 

The great difference in wages between the two countries affects the prices of 
the various descriptions of supplies required in a factory in a corresponding 
ratio, and coal, gas, and taxes are likewise very much lower in Scotland than 
here, not to speak of the average rate of interest, Coal is laid down at our fur- 
naces there for 3s. 9d. per ton, equal to about 90 cents. It is, of course, small 
coal, but well adapted for handling with the automatic stoker and gives as good 
results as the coal used here, which averaged last year $4.70 laid down at the 
works. The price of 25-candle power gas is 3s, 9d. per 1,000 cubic feet, equal to 
90 cents, and taxes are less than one-third of what we pay here. Income tax, 
of course, you do not require to pay unless you make a profit, but this does not 
affect the calculation, as you have to pay it on profit earned abroad as well as 
in Scotland. We employ there double the power we do here, 








To the best of my judgment and experience a factory would , » 
oe — here as in a ” ny WOEES cant Sully twice as 
uct from the wages paid here an amount corresponding to t! ifferene. 
of time run during the week in the two countries, = SP he Citrence 
Trusting that the information given sufficiently covers the ground, as it re ) 
sents the great mass of our employés, , pre- 
Iam, yours, very respectfully, 
JAMES COATS, of J. & P. Coats 
Joszrn Nimo, Jr., Esq., oy P. Coat: 
Treasury Department, Washington, D. C. 


Schedule of wages paid in the United States and in Scotland, furnished by Messrs. J 
and P. Coats, thread manufacturers, 
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=. | 4 
bs is DhGerence in favor of 
| 38 | 3 the United States 
= = | 
Wages paid cop spoolers $6 59 | $3 40 | $3.19, or o4 per cent 
Twister-tenders ............ 569 | 225) 3.14, or 123 per cent 
437 194 | 2.43, or 125 per cent 
26 152) Lil,or 73 per cent 
7 88 352 | 4.36, or 124 per cent 
73 280) 4.45, or 159 per cent 
7% 304} 4.92, or 162 per cent 
9 S84 6 32 | 3.52, or 56 per cent 
11 81 510| 6.71, or 132 per cent 
Bleachers—women.. 5 23 243 | 2.82, or 116 per cent 
Mechanics 1318 794) 5.19, 0r 65 per cent 
Firemen ................. 1066) 583) 4.83, or 83 per cent 
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PAWTUCKET, R. I., April 3, 1882, 

Dear Str: Your favor of the 29th was received, with inclosure, which I retur;, 
as requested, The schedule of rates is a correct copy of what I gave you. 

In reply to your first question, I would say that my firm manufacture more 
thread in Scotland than in the United States, but our factories here are sufi 
ciently large to obtain the most economical results of general management. 
requiring twenty large steam-boilers, rated at over 2,500 horse-power, to run 
them. The machinery is practically the same in both countries, used in the 
same manner and with the same efficiency. 


In reply to your second and third questions, the o ization and the methods 
pensenned in the a of labor are similar in both of our establishments 
In reply to your fourth question, I state that the great bulk of our operative. 


in the United States are Irish and French-Canadian, while in Paisley they ar 

Scotch, with a sprinkling of Irish. You can not consider the physical and in 

tellectual — of the former superior to that of the latter. Certainly I do not 

In order to give you a more correct idea of the difference of the wages paid 
in the two countries I took a fortnightly pay-roll during the month of Decen 
ber last in Paisley, divided it by the number of operatives employed; I found 
the average was £1 4s. 11}d. sterling at 4.86 (exchange =$6.07), or $3.03) per week 
I then treated the last full pay-roll of 1881 (November) in the United States in 
the same manner, and the result, after deducting the necessary amount for th: 
difference of time run, was $25.53, or an ave’ of $6.38 per week. This shows 
conclusively that the wages we pay in the United States average 110 per cent. 
higher than those we pay in Scotland for identically the same class of works, the 
quality of work being similar. 

The causes of this great difference in wages are the very high comparative 
rates paid for the female labor here, of which the great class of our employés is 
composed. 

Iam, very respectfully, yours, 
. JAMES COATS, of J. & P. Coats. 
Josrrn Nimmo, Jr., Esq., 
Chief of Bureau of Statistics, Washington, D. C. 
{Inclosure F.] 
WAGES OF LABOR IN THE MANUFACTURE OF THREAD. 

[Letters of January 31, March 31, and April 3, 1882, addressed to the Chief of the 
Bureau of Statistics by the Clark Thread Company, of Newark, New Jerse) 
and Paisley, Scotland.) 

CLARK THREAD CoMPANY, 
Newark, N. J., January 51, 1382 

Dear Sir: Your favor of yesterday is received. 

In reply to your question as to what number of hours the employés work in 
either place, would say that in Paisley the factories work ten hours daily five 
days in the week, and Saturdays to 12 o’clock noon, making a half holiday for 
Saturdays. In Newark we work ten and one-half hours, five days in the week, 
and stop on Saturdays at 1.30, making for Newark fifty-nine hours as against 
fifiy-tive for Paisley. 

With regard to your question as to the effectiveness of labor here and in Pais 
ley, would say that my experience is about equal in both places, and the em- 
ployés in either place, with the same machinery, will produce about the same 


amount of work, and they work as steadily inthe one place asintheother. This 
idea of the superiority of American workmen over British is humbug. It is 


used when a speaker wants to please an American audience, and generally has 
the effect he intends. But there is no doubt that both countries have their 
specialties in which they excel. Cottonspinningand cotton-spinning machinery 
is ahead in Great Britain,and mostof our improvementscome from there. Our 
business of making spool-cotton is only in process of development in this coun- 
try, as there is still large quantities of six-cord imported, but is becoming less as 
we get our means of production extended. 5 

Any further information I can give you will be glad to do so, as I think it is 
best for you people to know the true inwardness of the business. 

Yours, respectfully, 
WILLIAM CLARK. 


J. Noxmo, Jr., Esq. 


CLARK THREAD COMPANY, 
Newark, N. J., March 31, 1882. 

Dear Sir: Yours of the 29th came duly to hand, and contents noted, and in 
reply would answer the statements contained therein, as under, which we trust 
will be what 4 yey require to close up your report. : 

1. In regard to the machinery in our two factories would say that it is 
used jn the same manner, but in a little larger extent in Paisley than in Newark. 

2. The organization of labor is similar. 

3. The methods pursued in the employment of labor is similar. 

oe — —_— and intellectual ability of the operatives in both countries are 

about equal. 
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5. The following is a statement of the wages paid in both countriesto the same | | think no Se 

















classof workers, and the percentage of one over the other: 

f Newark 
Paisley.| Newark. over 
Paisley 
GIRLS Per week.| Perweek. Per cent. 
ee ae = $3 60 | $8 00 122 
ee ~ ine 360! 800 122 
Cop-winders ... 3 60 | 8 00 122 
Twisters ....... 235) 5 50 135 
Sli I lh a crt nana edinantassebeense 16 3.00 81 
Bob III is css tabbustosevewvoevinobansetesasessHecens : 150 250 66 
MEN. 
Ca ee eee 73 17 0O 135 
Machinists ake Geangeuenediaeeberenaebiptenesenes 7B 18 00 148 
FONE... ccccccccnsececesceeeccerssreeeeseeereseesenseenerreseseeeeeeeterenns 7 00 15 00 | 114 
Bleachers 6 530 13 53) 108 
ILL cc sndegeuobsanenes convetn sanccssxvecseceesscensacsoserczes cesses 6 00 12 BO | 108 
Hoping above will be satisfactory, we remain, yours truly, 
CLARK THREAD COMPANY, 
Per CONTRELL. 


Joseru Nimmo, Jr., Esq. 


CLARK THREAD COMPANY, 
Newark, N. J., April 3 1882 

Dear Sir: We did make an error in our estimate of March 31, having omitted 
to take the difference in time of working hours between the two countries, but 
having looked it over and made that correction, we find the following result, 
which we think correct: Girls’ average Newark over Paisley, % per cent.; men’s 
average Newark over Paisley, 104 per cent., or 101} per cent. total average. 

This is as near as we can get at it, and think you can safely take it as conelu- 
sive. 

Yours, truly, 
CLARK THREAD COMPANY, 
Per CONTRELL. 

Joseru Nimoo, Jr., Esq., Chief of Bureau, 

Mr. ALDRICH. Now, we can manufacture these goods here, but 
we can not manufacture them with this difference of wages at 35 per 
cent. duty; we can at 45 percent. Wecan, if you will give us achance, 
make every dollar’s worth of these goods in New England or in any 
of the manufacturing States. It will release that many spindles—lI do 
not know how many, half a million, perhaps, four times as many as 
are now in operation in the whole South—trom the manuficture of 
coarser and commoner goods, that can be transferred to North Carolina, 
South Carolina, and Georgia. Are Senators aware to what extent the 
manufacture of cotton is being developed in those States? .Do Senators 
know that within the last yearor twothe number of spindles has nearly 
doubled? The time is coming—it is not, I believe, very far distant, 
and New England manufacturers will do nothing to delay it—when 
medium and common cottons will be largely manuiiaetured in the South. 
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nator will dispute. In anumber of schedules the average 
rate of duty is 50 per cent., and there can be no reason why in this ex- 
ceptional case you should decline to give 45 per cent. to this deserving 
industry. 

Mr. VANCE. Ir. President, I desire now to make a statement in 
reference to North Carolina factory operatives’ wages that I tried to get 
in before. I want to call the attention of the Senator from Rhode Island 
to a fact, which I have no doubt his candor will recognize, as to the 
quality of the goods produced in the few factories that there are in m) 
State, that they are of the very lowest grade and re quire labor the least 
skilled, and that the average of the labor paid in the factories in his 


phe | 


| State embraces a higher skill, so that I have no doubt that if the labor 


paid for the extreme low grades of cotton goods made in Massachusetts 
of the same kind that are manufactured in North Carolina were elimi 
nated from the Senator's table it would be found to be about the same 
I have no doubt of that 

Now, I want to say, in reply to the phrase that is very conimon on 
the other side of the Chamber, and which the Senator from Rhode Isl 
and has more than once repeated, that we who oppose these high duties 
favor the foreign laborer and favor the manufacturing of these things 
abroad, that that is a disingenuous statement. When a man stands 
up here and argues in favor of the home consumer, which embrace about 
forty-five out of the fifty millions of people in these United States, and 
desires to have things cheapened for their benetit, it is 


certainly, t 


o 
say the least of it, disingenuous to claim that that man is arguing in the 
interest of foreign labor and the people of the Old World. 

I confess that I am interested for the benetit of the people at hon 
and I might with just as much propriety charge him when he clain 

| that the duty is in behalf of the American laborer when the better part 
of it in his country is paid to foreigners, that he is preferring the 
terest of the foreign paupers to the interest of the American const 
With much more propriety might that be said 

Why is it so desirable that laces, which he says are pure luxuries 
should be manufactured at home rather than abroad? Why is it so 
desirable that they should be made here as to require that he should 
abandon the business at which he is making money, at which his peo 
ple are doing well, in order to enter into a business that he contesse 
he can not prosecute successfully without Government aid? > What is 
the great necessity for that? 

I acknowledge that it is the_policy of governments in th rier 
and iniantile ages to encourage the manufacture of those things which 
would render them independent in a state of war, or would strengthen 
them or their institutions in some particular way. But now suppose a 
foreign war should intervene and these Nottingham laces should be eut 
off from this country, who would suffer particularly on that account ? 
How would the lace industry of this country strengthen the American 

| Republic, I should like to know? How would it be equivalent to ‘orts 


The people of the State of North Carolina will not thank any of her | 


representatives who shall in the name of tree trade, but really in the 
interest of the manufacturers at Nottingham, in the interest of the im- 
porters in New York, prevent an important cotton manuiacturing in- 
dustry from coming to this country. 
can Senate, that yesterday by the vote of every Democratic Senator, im- 
posed a specific duty of 45 percent. upon sugar—— 

Mr. MORGAN. The Senator is mistaken about that. 

Mr. ALDRICH. I except with pleasure the Senator trom Alabama. 
That Senate, after having yesterday imposed a specilic duty of 45 per 
cent. on sugar in the interest and for the beneiit of the owners of 181,000 
acres of land in the State of Louisiana, refuses now to protect to the 
same extent an industry that requires four times the amount of labor, 
yes, ten times the proportional amount of labor. Will Southern Dem- 
ocrats after this vote refuse to accord the same percentage of protection 
to an industry which must sooner or later develop to large proportions 
in their section, and which their people and their planters are already 
more interested in than are the people of any other section ? 

The history of cotton manufacture in this country, as I have shown, 
has been a history of constant reduction in prices. 
spool-cotton provided for in the last clause of the bill. 
and a half millions dozens of spools made in this country in 1870. 


common 3-cord thread sold at retail for 8 cents per spool. In 1882 a 


Shall it be said that the Ameri- | 


and arsenals and ships of war? How would it r 


of the power we were at war with? 


ndependent 





It is simply a desire on the part of those who have acquired such 
skill in the manuticture of goods and ar » beset with « mmpetition 
stimulated by high duties that they can not de any benetit from ; 

| tariff levied tor them to embark in some other branch of business where 


they may continue to draw a bounty from the Government, and if thi 


Take the article of 
There were two | 


A |} 


superior six-cord thread could be bought anywhere at 5 cents per spool. | 


In 1882 at least twenty million dozen spools were manutactured here. 
Our tariff legislation has forced the manufacturers to transfer a large 
portion of their manufactures from Paisley to New Jersey and to Rhode 
island. Seven, eight, or ten millions of foreign capital lias been brought 
here to build up prosperouscommunities. Large numbersof our people 
have found remunerative employment, and prices, as I have stated, 
have been largely reduced to the people. I say to the Senator from 
North Carolina that this result was a consequence of our protective 
tariff legislation. 


I have detained t!:e Senate longer than | intended, but I think Ihave | 


shown conclusively (hat with the exceptions of lace and fine hosiery the 
schedule makes a muterial reduction in the duties imposed on cotton 
goods. Upon the theory of tree trade which gentlemen on the other 
side advocate these urticles should be taxed as luxuries. That lace, 
embroideries, and velvets, and the finer grades of hosiery are luxuries 


thing is to continue, as soon as we make Nottingham laces as cheap in 
this country as they can be made in England some other branch will be 
brought up. In the language of the Senator from Kentucky, which | 
thought extremely applicable, ‘‘ you never will make a ealf eat grass 
until you break him trem and you will never make these 
folks independent, you never will establish them and get them out of 
their nonage, you will never bring them to years of discretion, so | 


SUCKING, 


ng 
as you furnish them with pretexts for sucking at the public crib 
Mr. SLATER. Mr. President, I have been waiting an opportunity to 
submit some remarks of a general character, and [apprehend that no 
more fitting occasion than the present will occur. While what I have 
to say is not directly aimed at the provisions of the pending schedule, 
my remarks will be of that gengral character which will meet some ot 
the arguments and answer some of the questions involved in the con 
sideration of this schedule, and perhaps will be as appropriat this 
| point as at any other. 
For some two wecks in this body and a week in the other Iouse 


there has been a contest waged in these halls over the question of tariff 
legislation.. There have been two parties arrayed here, and I wish to 
call attention to the attitude of these two parties in relatiom to the 
manner in which this legislation is bein 

During the entire debate upon the details 
interests of the great agricultural cl of coun 
prosperity every other interest and class so much depe1 
have been practically and I may say persist 


r conducted 
of the 


tlhe 


bill the 
vy, upon whose 
“ls for support, 
ntly ignored by those whose 


pending 


ISSO 


| new-born zeal for tariff reform has spurred them to the eflort of push 


ing through Congress in the waning hours of a short se: ba general 
revision of our tariff laws. ‘This zeal for tariff reform, so recently in 
spired, comports somewhat strangely with the stubborn and determined 
indifference so significantly manifested in these Halls less than one veur 
ago by the Republican side of Congress. 

Then, the appeals of reason and argument were alike disregarded and 
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pushed aside. Even the ramblings of coming popular disapproval of 
longer delay, then first beginning to be distinctly manifested by the 
people, was insufficient to induce them to undertake at once and with 
determination a work of admitted necessity and importance. The only 
thing they would do was to shuffle off this work, so imperatively re- 
quired, into the hands of a commission, which, whether so intended or 
not, could only serve to delay action by consuming time, and throw into 
the last hours of an expiring Congress the consideration of questions 
requiring great study, care, and prolonged discussion and examination 
to arrive at anything like safe or prudent action. And as the sequel 
has shown, the work of this commission, hide itas you may, was and is 
very much one-sided; that willingly or through imposition it served 
the convenient purpose of interested parties who had the preparation of 
the various schedules annexed to their report to so arrange the classi- 
fication of articles as in reality to make an increase in the rates of duty 
in many cases where it was claimed reductions were being effected. 
Cleverly planned as was this device, it ina measure failed of its purpose. 

And now, Mr. President, after months have been wasted that ought 
to have been given to this great work of revision, we are at last mak- 
ing haste to accomplish that which ought to have been fully completed 
at the last session of Congress, and those who were but recently so un- 
willing to undertake this work are now impatient of the necessary de- 
lay for even a decent and fair examination and discussion of the ques- 
tions involved, and accuse this side of the Chamber with obstructing 
the passage of the bill because it is not willing to accept with little 
question and pass with slight discussion the tariff-reform bill as itcame 
from the ‘‘ friendly hands”’ of their Tariff Commission, modified some- 
what, to be sure, by the action of the Committee on Finance of the Sen- 
ate, but essentially inall its parts a high protective measure. 

Mr. President, the country will not be deceived or misled by this vir- 
tuous display of earnestness upon the part of the Republican side of 
Congress. ‘The people understand perfectly well that if the next House 
of Representatives had been elected with a Republican majority to con- 
trol it no action looking to tariff revision would have been had at this 
session of Congress; there would have been pienty of reasons offered for 
non-action at this time. Doubtless we would have been told again and 
again that the time was entirely too short forthe performance of so great 
and so difficult a work. Doubtless, too, this was the original plan and 
purpose; but the handwriting upon the wall which became so plainly 
visible in the light of the November elections struck dismay into their 
ranks, and the shadow of possible coming events as with a whip of scor- 
pions has driven them to the accomplishment of the task they sought to 
leave unperformed. There is method in this new inspiration. This 
zeal and hot haste has a purpose in it, and that purpose is to lift the Re- 
publican party outof the pit into which it had fallen, through its neglect 
of and indifference tothis and other matters for which the couniry voted 
its want of confidence in that party in the late elections, by making the 
country believe, if they can, that they have turned revenue as well as 
civil-service reformers by passing a tariff bill at this session of Congress 
with as little reform in it as possible. 

The Republican party when in adversity always turns reiormer, but 
as soon as its fortune improves is at its old trick again. It is sick 
now, and to the end that it may retain the spirit of reformation which 
seems to have taken hold of it, it might be well for the country that 
it should remain so. 

Mr. President, [commend the other side for the wisdom of their 
course; but they must pardon me if I withhold my confidence in the 
sincerity of their declared motives. 

And now that the tariff-revision question is at last before the two 
Hlouses of Congress, how stands the contest between opposing inter- 
ests—the protected monopolies and the people who bear the burdens of 
taxations? Whochampions the interests of the great working and con- 
suming classes? And who champions the other side, where are ranged 
all the manufacturing interest pleading that the consumers of the coun- 
try shall be taxed upgn all that they consume in order that they, the 
manufacturers, may fatten upon the indirect exactions made possible 
through the imposition of duties levjed upon foreign importations ? 
Who has, from day to day, defended the interests of that great class 
scattered all over the North, West, and South, engaged in agricultural 
pursuits? And who have plead for high duties upon every class of manu- 
factured products, from a slate-pencil to a locomotive, for fear that some 
manufacturer’s income might be reduced justa little if the rate of duty 
was lowered, or some struggling industry, like pig-iron, might die out 
or perish for want of protection. 

‘The record will show that it has been in every respect a party con- 
test. The Republicans with a very few exceptions voting steadily and 
solidiy for the highest rates of duty, often largely increasing present 
rates, while the Democrats with equally few exceptions have as uni- 
formiy urged and voted for lowering tariff rates and to increase the 
free-livt in many cases. 

llow oiten, Mr. President, have we heard in the course of this de- 
bate some Republican Senator plead for a high rate of duty upon some 
article of universal use and consumption, such as soap, starch, slate 
pencils, or the tin-plate of which the cans for packing fruits and vege- 
tables are manutactured, because it was so small a matter the consumers 
would not feel it, and to reduce or take off the tariff altogether might 











stop some small industry and throw some possible laborers out of em. 
ployment? As if it was the business of Congress to look after each lit. 
tle industry and find some form of taxation that would make them pro- 
ductive and remunerative to those engaged in them without respect to 
the interest of the vastly larger class of consumers who 1aust make forced 
and concealed contributions through this form of taxation to the enrich. 
ment of others. 

The main and ever ready argument offered in support of high pro 
tective duties is this: it is urged that the great difference in the price 
of wages in the United States and other manufacturing countries, pa; 
ticularly European countries, requires the manufacturers of this coun- 
try to pay for their labor very much higher rates of wages: than rule 
outside in foreign countries, and that by reason of this great ditference 
manufacturing industries can not be carried on in this country protit- 
ably except by the aid of high protective laws, so fixing the rates of 
customs duties that the American manufacturer shall have a suflicient 
margin by reason of these impositions to enable them to pay their laborers 
the high wages demanded in this country, and therefore it is claimed 
that protection is in the interestof American labor. The changes have 
been rung on this plea as often as the rate of duty has been attacked 
and sought to be lowered as we have passed through the different sched- 
ules. 

It is a strong and plausible argument, well calculated to enlist the 
sympathy and warp the judgment, but as it is applied to our condi- 
tion and to the present tariff laws and to most of the provisions of this 
bill it is as misleading and deceptive asitisplausible. If the per cent 
of tariff duties were adjusted solely with reference to the actual differ- 
ence between the wages of other countries and our own, giving no greater 
per cent. of duty by way of protection upon any given article of manu- 
facture, than the ratio or per cent. that difference would bear to the value 
of the American production, the argument would be very much stronger 
and much more difficult to meet and answer. 

But, sir, the rates of our present tariff and the rates of this bill bear 
no such relation; at least, sir, I have been unable to discover any such 
relation. And it is a noticeable fact that in all this debate no one has 
at any time essayed to show by any data or facts going to show that 
the rates proposed in this bill, which are not greatly variant trom 
those existing under present laws, bear any such relation to or that they 
are in any degree based upon such difference, and I do not understand 
that it is pretended that they are so based. I know, sir, the high rate 
of wages in the United States as compared with wages elsewhere has 
been often urged as a sufficient reason for high rates and for particular 
rates, but nowhere has any effort been made by the advocates of this 
bill to show or demonstrate that the rates proposed bear any relation to 
the difference in the price of wages here and elsewhere. 

We have been told over and over again that the wages in this coun 
try were 25, 30, 50, and 100 per cent. higher than the pauper labor of 
Europe; and in some instances it is said that the wages paid here are 
three or four times as high as the same class of labor can be had for in 
some ef the European countries. If this is truae—and I do not care to 
question its correctness, but accept it as a fair and correct statement ot 
the case—and conceding this to be as stated, what follows as respects 
the arrangement of a schedule of tariff duties to meet these conditions 
as they are here given and vouched for, so that those of our country 
men who may be engaged in manufacturing industries may be placed 
upon a level with their foreign competitors, who have the benetit and 
advantage of thischeaper labor? In the solutionof this question will be 
found the answer and refutation of the oft-repeated declaration that the 
high rates of duty proposed in this bill are made necessary by the high 
wages in the United States as compared with other countries, and it will 
uncover and expose the exactions and robberies which have always ex- 
isted under our protective laws, which exactions and robberies it is 
intended shall be perpetuated by the passage of this bill. 

The proposition may be stated thus: Given the excess of the cost of 
labor entering into the production of any manufacture of American pro- 
duction over the cost of like manufactures of foreign make, and the A meri- 
can manufacturer would need, in order to be on a level with his foreign 
rival, protection by way of impost duties levied upon like productions 
of foreign make equal to the per cent. or ratio this difference would 
sustain to the value of the foreign article when ready for market. For 
example, if the labor required to produce a given articleof manuiacture 
in this country is 30 per cent. of the value of the finished article, and 
cost 25 per cent. more than like labor elsewhere, the American manu- 
facturer would need 7.47 per cent. protection by way of tariff duties 
levied upon the imported article to place him upon a competing level 
with his foreign rival so far as a difference in wages is concerned. If 
the cost of labor here was 50 per cent. higher than abroad he would need 
11.11 per cent. protection, and if labor was 100 per cent. higher than with 
his rival he would need 18.68 per cent. protection. The percentage of 
duty, of course, would vary proportionately as the ratio of the cost ot 
American labor to value of product rose or fell. 

This, sir, is simply a matter of calculation and can be demonstrated 
by any one who will take the time and trouble to do it. And I will 
say here that I am ready to vote protection, under schedules designed 
to raise needed revenue, to all the manufacturing industries of the 
country in accordance with the proposition I have stated; and more, 
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sir, I do not believe that any tariff bill can be passed, in the present con- 
dition and needs of the country and the Treasury, that will raise all the 
revenue required and which must come from custom duties, which will 
not give if properly adjus*ed much greater protection to manufactures 
than such as can be based upon the mere difference of wages in this and 
other countries. In this, sir, 1 am not speaking at random, but am 
borne out by the statistics of the country, as I shall show. 

The Census Bureau, in its bulletin No. 302, shows the total value of 
the product of manufactures produced in this country in 1880, the value 
of the material used, the amount of wages paid, and the amount of cap- 
jtal invested. From the data here furnished I find that the wages paid 
to employés of every kind engaged in the manufacturing industries of 
the whole country was only 17.65 per cent. of the total value of the 
manufactures produced in the census year. And taking from the same 
bulletin the data relating to the manufactures of the three largest man- 
ufacturing States, the ratio of wages paid to labor in that year to value 
of product is as follows: In Pennsylvania the wages paid were 18.12 per 
cent., in Massachusetts the wages paid were 20.32 per cent., and in New 
York the wages paid were 18.38 percent. of the value of the total product 
of manufactures in the respective States. 

Now, turning to the table found on pages 102 to 109 of the Tariff Com- 
mission’s report, compiled from the census tables, where the statistics 
of a large number of manufacturing industries are given for 1880, em- 
bracing the number of establishments, amount of capital invested, wages 
paid, and the value of the finished product of the several industries 
named, it will be found by computation that the ratio of the cost of labor 
to the value of the production is in buta very few cases above 25 percent. 
of the value of the finished product, and the ratio more frequently falls 
below 20 per cent. than it rises above 25 percent. From these factsand 
statistics it will be seen that the ratio of wages to the value of manu- 
facturing products is not nearly so high as it is often stated, but that it 
falls great!y below 30 per cent. upon the average of the whole. 


I have here a table, compiled trom the statistics furnished by the 


Tariff Commission embracing a number of the manufacturing indus- 
tries of the country which are most concerned in protective legislation, 
with some not sodirectly interested, showing the amount of wages paid 
to labor emptoyed in the respective industries named, the value of the 
finished product of each industry for the year named, the ratio of 
wages to value of the product, thead valorem rate ofduty imposed upon 
like manufactures of foreign make, the per cent. excess of such duty 
over the ratio of wages to value of the product, and in several of the 
industries the equivalent of such excess of protection over the total of 
wages paid. 

Table showing the wages paid, value of product, ratio of wages to value of 
product, pereentage of protection, percentage of excess of protection over 
wages paid, and equivalent of the excess of protection over total of wages of 
certain manufacturing industries in the United States: 
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A slight inspection of this table will serve to show with what modera- 
tion the protectionists temper their demands upon Congress for a reten- 
tion of high rates of duty in all cases, while in many instances they are 
pleading for an increase, so that these struggling industries may not 
languish and die out; and the plea always comes sugar-coated with the 
assertion that it is in the interest of American labor, which is so much 
higher here than the pauper labor of other countries, and for which 
laboring class these people have sucha wonderful sympathy and regard 
that they could not think of reducing wages or closing down their fac- 
tories or machine-shops, unless they found that by overproduction they 
were likely to stagnate the market or would be unable to declare the 
usual dividend. 


Why, Mr. President, the wages paid to all the laborers in all the | 
manufacturing industries in the United States in 1880 was only 17.65 | 
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| per cent. of the value of the output or finished production; and the 
industries that were working in competition with the manufacturers of 
foreign countries, the product of pauper labor, enjoyed an average pro 
tection of more than 42 per cent. under our present tariff laws, or nearly 
20 per cent. more protection than the equivalent of the entire cost of 
the labor employed by them. By reference to the table just now re 
ferred to it will be seen that the wages paid to the laborers in the glass 
manufactories in 1880 was 43.6 per cent. of the value of their product, 
and it is the highest ratio of any industry given; but the glass manu 
factures had a protection against foreign competition of 56.99 per cent. 
or 13.39 per cent. more than the ratio of all the wages paid to their 
laborers bore to the value of their production. ‘The manuiaeturers of 
drugsand chemicals paid in wages to their laborersat the rate of only 10.80 
per cent. of the value of their product, while they had 35 per cent. pro- 
tection or 24.12 per cent. more protection than was equivalent to their 
entire expenditures for labor, and still they want more protection for 
labor. 

Cotton goods paid in wages to labor employed in their manutacture 
21.62 per cent. of the value of its productions, and had 39.8 per cent. of 
protection against the pauper labor of Europe, or 18.18 per cent. more 
protection than enough to putthese manutieturers on a level with their 
competitors if the pauper laborers of their rivals worked for nothing 
and paid their own board. Hosiery and knit-goods manutieturers paid 
wages to their labor amounting to 22.9 per cent. of the value of their 
productions, and enjoyed an average protection of 66.78 per cent. pro 
tection against the cheap labor of other countries, or an equivalent of 
| nlvantage equal to $3 for every dollar they paid out in wa; and it 
is one of those starving, struggling industries that has made more plain 
tive appeals to Congress within the last few months than t any 





alin 
| other; they have been just on their last legs, and all because they were 
compelled to compete with the pauper labor of other countries 


The iron and steel industries paid in wages to labor 18.76 per cent. 
of the value of their manufactured product and was secured in ihe pos 
| session of the home market by protective duties averaging 49.57 per 


for wages and yet the iron-mongers are not happy; pauper labor is press 
ing them on all sides. Pig-iron, after almost an hundred year 
tection is so much of an infant yet that it can not go al 
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| cent., an equivalent in money value of $2.50 to every dollar paid out 
| 
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| ne and 


to die any day of pauper labor 


Why, Mr. President, there is scarcely an industry that can be named 
that the ratio of protection is not from one and one-half to two and one 
| half times greater than the entire cost of labor entering into its produe- 
tion, and yet Congress is besieged to keep up the duties to substantially 
| the old figures; every argument and plea that ean be thought of or de 
vised has been and is being used to hold all they have got and get as 
much more as they can; every device creditable and some not so cred 


itable has been and is being used to make up in certain lines o 
ufactures whut it is evident must be conceded in others 

Mr. President, isit to be wondered at that there is discontent in the 
| country among the consuming classes in view of the conditions and 
exactions made possible under our present tariff laws? Is it strange 
that the people rose in their might and smashed the machine in the late 
elections? I think not; and the end isnot yet. The consumers of this 
country have resolved to wean some of these infant industries; they are 
resolved that they shall stand on their own bottoms; at least that they 
shall not lean quite so heavily upon the people’s pockets, even if some 
of them should die in the process of weaning orshould break their necks 
in learning to walk. 

But, sir, there is no danger of disastrous results in the experiment; 
they will prosper just as well, if not a little better, with less of nursing 
and fostering aid trom the Government. Why, Mr. President, they 
never did so well or advanced and developed so rapidly as they did 
under a much lower tariff than the present one or of that proposed in 
| this bill. Under the tariff laws in operation from 1817 to 1561 the 
manufacturing industries of this country prospered and extended, as 
they have done in no other period in the history of this country, save 
and except the decade from 1860 to 1870, a period wholly exceptional 
|} in its character and abnormal in the condition the 
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extending of manufactures. 


macnn fa 


duc 


The exceptional development of all mechanical and 


turing 
industries during those years was in no proper sense 


to the tariff 


| then existing, but mainly, if not entirely, due to the enormous demands 
| made by the late war for clothing for our soldiers, for commi y and 
| quartermaster stores of all kinds, and for munitions of wat Phese de- 
mands and not the tariff was what caused the wonderful development 


of our manufacturing industries during that p 
pear by a comparison of the statistics from 1850 to 1860, from 1860 to 
1870, and from 1870 to 1880. If the tariti was the the rapid 
development and progress in these industries from 1460 to 1870 there 
would have been an equal or accelerated ratio of increase shown in the 
census reports of 1880 with that of 1870; but this is not the case by any 
manner of means; and it is not to be presumed that the beneficial etlecte 
of the tariff of 1861 and its amendmentS had spent their tor ) 
Protectionists even will hardly admit that. 

The increase of capital invested in the manufacturing industries of 
the country in 1880 over what it was in 1870 was 31 per cent 


riod, as will fully ap- 
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increase in thesvalue of the manufactured product in 1880 over what 
it was in 1870 was 26 per cent., while the increase of capital invested 
in manufactures in 1870 over what it was in 1860 was 109 per cent., and 
the increase in the value of the manufactured product was 124 per cent. ; 
showing clearly that the enormous increase from 1560 to 1870 must be 
accounted for upon some other basis than the effects of the tariff then 
existing and which continued through the later period. 

Now, sir, contrast the increase made from 1850 to 1860 with the in- 
crease from 1870 to 1880; and it must be borne in mind that the condi- 
tions and circumstances existing at the taking of the census in the two 
census years of 1870 and 1880 very much favors a better relative show- 
ing in 1880 than in 1870; for, while there had been a financial crisis in 
each period, the erisis in the later period had wholly passed away and at 
least. two years of great and unusual prosperity had prevailed through- 
out the whole country and the census year was one of very great pros- 
perity, while in the former period the census year came in the very 
midst of financial disaster and when values were greatly depressed, 
which could not fail to be reflected in the statistics of the census, when- 
ever and wherever values entered into the computations. 

The increase of capital invested in manufacturing industries in 1860 
over what it was in 1850 was 89 per cent. against an increase of 31 per 
cent. in 1880. The increase in the value of manulactures in 1860 over 
what it was in 1850 was 75 per cent. against an increase of only 26 per 
cent. in 1880. The Tariff Commission in referring to these same facts, 
and drawing comparisons between the periods to which I have referred 
to, says: 

The growth of industries during the last decade upon the whole has been a 
healthy and prosperous one, and yet it has not more than kept up with the 
growth of population. The increase in population during the last ten years has 
been about 30 per cent., whereas it has been shown that the increase of capital 
invested in manufactures has been 22 per cent.; in the number of hands em- 
ployed, 33 per cent.; in the amount of wages paid, 22 per cent.; in the value of 
materials consumed, 36 per cent.; and in the value of the products, 27 per cent. 

It will thus be seen that, great as has been the prosperity, the increase in man- 
ufacturing in the United States during the last decade does not more than keep 
pace with the population, and is not more than proportionate to the home de- 
mands for our domestic products, 

But, Mr. President, the commission did not cover all the ground. 
While it is true that the development of manufacturing industries 
‘barely’? kept pace with the increase of population from 1870 to 1880, 
it did not keep pace with the development of the great and unprotected 
agricultural industries of the country, but fell far short in the race of 
progress. And yet these manufacturing industries had all the benefits 
of high protection, and in addition the impulse given to them by great 
and hitherto unexampled inventions, which greatly added to and ac- 
celerated their progress and development; yet with all these favoring 
circumstances they scarcely held an even pace in the advance and prog- 
ress of the country, while the great agricultural interests of the coun- 
try had none of this protection, but, on the contrary, was saddled with 
the burdens of taxation, made excessive and disproportionally heavy 
by tariff impositions levied for the benefit of the manufacturing indus- 
tries, by means of which the agricultural interests and classes were com- 
pelled to pay, and did pay, to the manufacturing industries three dol- 
lars in bounties forevery dollarof tax raised from impost duty paid into 
the Treasury; and yet, handicapped in this way, the agricultural de- 
velopment of the country far outstripped the development of manuiact- 
ures, 

Thus, sir, under the tariff of 1847, which has been so often stigma- 
tised as a British free-trade tariff, the ratio of increase in the manulfact- 
uring industries of the country from 1850 to 1860 was relatively three 
times greater than from 1870 to 1880; while the ratio of increase in 
population from 1870 to 1880 was about the same relatively as from 1850 
to 1860. So that instead of barely holding their own in respect to the 
increase of population as in 1880, their development was as three to one 
between 1850 and 1860 as compared with the increase between 1870 and 
1880. No argument or reasoning can wipe out these facts or hide them 
from just gonsideration. They are a complete answer to and refuta- 
tion of all the theories and sophistries of protectionists, however fascin- 
ating they may be and however eloquently they may be sustained by 
the false reasoning of their advocates. 

No, Mr. President, these industries will not die out if some of the 
fostering care of the Government shall be withdrawn from them. On 
the contrary, they will thrive and prosper all the better if compelled to 
stand upon their own resources and without the fostering support of 
the Government. The country will prosper all the more when all of 
its industries are placed upon the same level, with favors to none and 
with the burdens of taxation equally distributed and borne by all. 

The attempt to bolster up all of the varied, multifarious, and inter- 
lacing manufactures of a great country like ours must of necessity end 
in failure. As well might a man attempt to lift himself over a fence 
by the straps of the boots on his feet. This kind of protection con- 
sumes itself; it runs in circles, and all its supposed benefits are destroyed 
and dissipated by a subtle law of compensation which from necessity 
enters into and is a part of the system itself. 

The maker of pig-iron dem&nds protection for his manufacture and 
gets it; his product is enhanced by the amount of the duty on foreign 
iron, and of necessity each higher form into which iron may be wrought 
must have a compensatory protection to equalize the duty laid upon 
the crudest form of this material, and thus from the lowest to the high- 





est form of the product is transmitted in an increasing rate the effects 
of the first importation. Iron and steel forms the basis, ina large degree 
of nearly every plant necessary to carry on every other industry in th. 
land, whether mechanical, manufacturing, agricultural, or mining, and 
each and all of these industries are at once affected by the imposts on 
iron and steel. 

The machinery and plant of the cotton manufacturers and of the 
woolen manufacturers are extensive, almost wholly of iron and steel, and 
come to them enhanced by the tax on iron and steel in all its forms 
and they appeal to Congress for a like protection, which must take als) 
into account the increased cost of machinery made by reason of the 
duties on iron and steel and their manufactures, and a compensating 
duty is given to them, and their manufactures start up under the new 
condition of things. Now, whatisthe result? Manufactures and busi- 
ness are artificially and unnaturally stimulated, everything that is con- 
sumed by the people becomes higher, living more costly, and rents ad- 
vance. Soon the laborers find that the purchasing power of a day’s 
wages is not so great as formerly; they find themselves pinched in their 
living, their necessities increasing, and higher wages are demanded of 
their employers; if not given strikes occur, and when given they find 
it more and more difficult, as time goes on, to make both ends meet, 
and new demands are made, and thuscontentions, bickerings, and strifi 
grow between the labor element and the manufacturer. 

The producer of pig-iron now finds that what he gained in protection 
he has lost in the general advancement of everything which entered 
into the cost of its production. He finds himself environed with his 
former difficulties and confronted in hisown market by his old rival, and 
he flees to Congress for more protection. The manufacturers of cotton 
and woolens and of all other manufactures find themselves in the same 
dilemma and they, too, rush to Congress for help; a lobby isformed, and 
pressure is brought to force Congress to yield to their demands. Hav- 
ing made it impossible for the laboring classes to work cheaply by en- 
hancing everything that the laborer consumes, they appeal to Congress 
in the name of American labor, which they have already oppressed, 
which, if granted, is only to repeat the folly of the past. 

Not only is protection self-consuming, but it serves to erect a barier 
between us and the markets of the world. It discourages commerce 
and tends to isolate us from all mankind. Its professed purpose is to 
hold the home market for home manufactures, and to do this it makes 
it impossible tor our manufacturers to go abroad or enter foreign inarkets 
with their productions. While it fails to keep out foreign manufact- 
ures, it most effectually keeps our own at home, and so long as we en- 
hance the cost of production by artificial stimulus, so long we shal! 
find ourselves unable to enterthe marts of the world upon equal terms. 

The time has come when we must begin to retrace our steps and get 
down from the false position to which the delusive light of protection 
has led us, and back to sound and enduring principles of political econ- 
omy. The people are demanding it in accents not to be misunderstood, 
and the party that fails to heed the demand will be ground betweer 
the upper and nether millstone of popular disfavor. 

THE GOVERNMENT PRINTING OFFICE. 

Mr. ANTHONY. Mr. President, I have the consent of my friend 
from Vermont to interrupt this bill by offering a resolution which | 
verily believe is important to the salvation of human life. The Goy- 
ernment Printing Office has been so overloaded in the upper stories that 
the supports have deflected and are constantly weakening, and there is 
great danger that the mass of materials stored in them will break 
through the floors and descend upon the persons employed there. | 
have a letter from the Architect of the Capitol on this subject, which | 
shall have read if any Senator requires it, which corresponds with the 
information I have received from the Public Printer. 

Mr. COCKRELL. I see it is a short letter. Let it be read. 

Mr. HOAR. I should like to ask the Senator from Rhode Island ii 
we have not had some survey made. I think I remember myself mov- 
ing an amendment to some appropriation bill requiring a survey of the 
Government Printing Office with reference to its safety. 

Mr. MORRILL. That was in reference to fire-escapes. 

Mr. ANTHONY. I send up the letter to be read. 

The Principal Legislative Clerk read as follows: 


Arcuirecr’s Orricr, UNITED STATES CAPITOL, 
‘ Washington, D. C., February 2, 1883. 

Dear Str: Having frequéat occasion to visit the Government Printing Office 
building, I have noticed, and spoken to those in charge, of the dangerous con- 
dition in which some portions of the upper story of the building are from being 
overweighted with material in store. 

The floors of the old portion of this building have been so overstrained by 
weight that the joists are considerably deflected from the right line and in con- 
sequence are diminishing in strength. Even that portion of the extension hav- 
ing iron beamsto support the floors is overloaded with weight. This condition 
is so alarming and dangerous that I consider it my duty to bring it to your at- 
tention, and earnestly hope that your honorable committee will take some imme- 
— action by which t ng of material will be made upon the ground 

oor. 

I will add that notwithstanding the recent extension to this building, its 
crowded condition remains the same, owing, I presume, to the increased amount 
of = done at that —— 

ours, very respectfully, 
% EDWARD CLARK. 
Architect United States Capitot, 
Hon. H. B. ANTHONY, 
Chairman Joint Committee on Printing, United States Senate, 
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Mr. ANTHONY. The material stored in the Government Printing 
Office consists of paper, which is very heavy indeed, and of stereotype 
plates, which are very h®avy; and the weight is becoming quite danger- 
ous. I ask leave to introduce a joint resolution. 

The joint resolution was read, as follows: 

Be it resolved, &c., That the Public Printer be, and he hereby is, directed to re- 
move forthwith from the Government Printing Office so much of the property 
of the United States in the upper stories thereof as shall, in his opinion and in 
the opinion of the Architect of the Capitol, render said building entirely safe for 
the persons employed therein. 

Sec. 2. That the Public Printer be, and he hereby is, authorized and required 
to procure suitable storage room, as near said building as practicable, for the 
temporary storage of the property so to be removed from said building; and the 
sum of $5,000, or so much thereof as shall be necessary, is hereby appropriated 
for the purposes aforesaid. 

Mr. MORRILL. I do not think the statements made by the hon- 
orable Senator from Rhode Island have been exaggerated, and it would 
seem that it was necessary to have instant action in relation to the mat- 
ter. Therefore I hope that the resolution will be passed. I do not 
make any objection. 

Mr. DAVIS, of West Virginia. 1 wish to inquire whether the $5,000 
named is to purchase a building or for the rent of a building? 

Mr. ANTHONY. For rent of storage room, not to construct a build- 
ing. 

Arr. DAVIS, of West Virginia. It does not say how long. 

Mr. ANTHONY. I suppose it will have to be applicable until Con- 
gress shall make an extension of the Government Printing Office. I 
suppose it is necessary to the salvation of human life that that should 
be done. 

Mr. DAVIS, of West Virginia. That I agree to, but whether proper 
caution is used in the expenditure of the money is the question that I 
was thinking of. 

Mr. ANTHONY. If the Senator will suggest any caution in the 
expenditure I will accept it very cheerfully. 

Mr. DAVIS, of West Virginia. I do not wish to interfere at all; but 
in justice to my friend, the chairman of the committee, I think that 
ought to be seen to. 

Mr. ANTHONY. This resolution has not been submitted to the 
Committee on Printing because, from an interview I had with the Archi- 
tect of the Capitol to-day, I thought the emergency was so great that it 
ought to be passed to-day. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr. Puan in the chair). The Chair 
hears no objection to receiving and considering the resolution. 

By unanimous consent leave was granted to introduce a joint resolu- 
tion (S. R. 132) authorizing the Public Printer to remove certain ma- 
terial from the Govegnment Printing Office; and it was read three times, 
and passed. 

BILL INTRODUCED. 

Mr. MCPHERSON asked and, by unanimous consent, obtained leave 
to introduce a bill (8S. 2449) to promote the efficiency of the Naval Ob- 
servatory; which was read twice by its title, and referred to the Com- 
mittee on Naval Affairs. 


SENATOR FROM COLORADO 


I present the credentials of my successor, Hon. Horace A. W. Tabor, 
Senator-elect from the State of Colorado. 

The credentials of the election by the Legislature of Colorado of Mr. 
Tabor, to fill the vacancy occasioned by the resignation of Henry M. 
Teller for the term ending March 3, 1883, were read. 
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of goods not exceeding 40 cents in value, and the tables show that that 
is 47.81 per cent. The Tariff Commission propose to make two classes 


| of the goods running up to 40 cents a pound—one class not exceeding 


25 cents a pound, which they classify at 7} cents a pound duty, and 


| another class from 25 up to 40 cents a pound, which they classify at 15 


cents per pound duty. The Finance Committee, following the classifica 
tion of the Tariff Commission, change the rate of 7) cents a pound to 
10 cents on all grades valued under 25 cents, and change the commis 
sion’s recommendation of 15 cents a pound between 25 and 40 from 51 


| to 16 cents a pound. 





Mr. CHILCOTT. Mr. President, the Senator-elect is in the Cham- | 


ber and ready to take the oath of office. 

Mr. TABOR advanced to the desk, escorted by Mr. CurLcort, and 
the oath prescribed by the act of July 1, 1862, having been adminis- 
tered to Mr. TABOR, he took his seat in the Senate. 

INTERNAL REVENUE AND TARIFF DUTIES. 

The Senate, as in Committee of the Whole, resumed the considera- 
tion of the bill (H. R. 5538) to reduce internal-revenue taxation. 

Mr. BECK. When I addressed the Senate this morning I expressed, 
in answer to a variety of interrogatories, the difficulty I had in under- 
standing the provisions of this bill so as to answer intelligently the 
questions put to me relative to the difference in ad valorem between 
the rates now proposed by the committee and those proposed by the 
Tariff Commission and the present law relative to this schedule. I am 
not going to make a speech in reply to anything that has been said by 
anybody nor even to refer to some things that 1 thought at one time it 
would be my duty to refer to, but circumstances make it unnecessary. 

I rise only to say that neither the chairman of the committee nor the 
Senator from Rhode Island has in the least degree disputed the caleu- 
lations that I exhibited as to the increase of rates, especially on all that 
class of goods of which there is a large importation, amounting to 
$7,290,000, which are raised from 35 to 40 and 45 per cent.; but I de- 
sire now to explain a little further what I meant by saying that in the 
schedule as now classified the percentage could not be told. I can do 
that in a few minutes and then let the vote be taken in any way gen- 
tlemen see fit to vote. 

The present classification, it will be observed, runs up to that class 


When I was asked the question what I understood the ad valorem 
equivalent to be, I said I think very properly, ‘‘I can not understand it 
and I do not think anybody can.’’ That seems to be criticised. Under 
the present law at 10 cents per pound and 20 per cent. ad valorem on the 
grade of goods valued at not exceeding 40 centsa pound the equivalent ad 
valorem is 47.81 per cent. The Tariff Commission in the grade not ex 
ceeding 25 cents per pound fix the rate at 7} cents per pound, making 
30 per cent. on the lower grades; in the grade over 25 and not over 40 
cents, if the goods are valued at 26 cents a duty of 15 cents makes 57.60 
per cent., and the increase on that class of goods is 10 per cent. above 
the present law. Then we come to the Finance Committee bill, which 
provides 10 cents a pound upon all goods valued at not over 


Jo cents a 


| pound, that is 40 per cent., and for goods over 25 and not over 40 cents . 
a pound, 16 cents. If the goods are valued at 26 cents ini the class over 


25 cents, the duty of 16 cents would be 62 per cent. If the goods are 
valued at 28 cents, the ad valorem is 60 per cent., if the goods are valued 
at 32 cents the ad valorem is 30 per cent., and so each change of a cent 
or two in the value of the goods abroad changes the per cent. upon them 
depending upon the value of the goods. There is an entire chanve ot 
classification, and all that come in of the value of 40 cents and wid 
are grouped in one mass, so that it is impossible for me to be able to ai 

swer any Senator what is the effect of that change, what will come in at 
one grade, what will come in at another, how many goods worsh 26 
cents which would be at 62 per cent. will come in, how many goods at 
25 cents which would be at 60 per cent. will be imported, how many 
goods worth 32 cents which would be at 50 per cent. will be imported 

but, observe, all of these rates are higher than the present law, which 
is 47.81 per cent. average; and I think I said very properly that no man 
can understand what this schedule really is 

I desire to say that the criticism upon that part of the speech that I 
made will hardly be regarded as a fair one. No. 2 is in the 
and so on through, each of these items that I have made the caleulation 
about since I sat down shows the same difliculty in being able to an 
swer satisfactorily any question regarding a fixed ad valorem, tor there 
can be none, as the rates vary, depending upon the actual cost of the 
goods as invoiced, and each cent of change makes a difference in the ad 
valorem. 

I believe that is a correct statement. The Senator from Rhode Island 
will understand what I mean and will see very readily the difficulty | 
had, which he did not seem fully to appreciate, in making the answer I 
did of being unable to understand what would be the importation or 


same way; 


| what would be the percentage, because each cent of valuation makes a 


Mr. CHILCOTT. Mr. President, I rise to a quesiion of privilege. 


difference, and the change from four to seven classes aggravates the 
confusion. 

Mr. ALDRICH. I think, if the Senator from Kentucky will allow 
me, it reduces instead of increases it 

Mr. BECK. If you take a certain average, it does reduce. It 
take the lower grades, it is a large increase. 

Mr. ALDRICH. Andif you take all the grades ? 

Mr. BECK. If you takeall the grades, a fair average, as I said thi 
morning, it reduces upon the whole scale $23,000 and over 

Mr. ALDRICH. 1! think I can make the Senator understand what 
I mean. If he takes all the grades between 40 and 60 cents a pound 
under the old law, he will find that the difference in percentage is 
greater than it is now between 40 and 50 and between 50 and 60 

Mr. BECK. I do not care to argue that. 

Mr. ALDRICH. I think there is no doubt about that statement 

Mr. BECK. Thedifferentaverage will change the percentage, so that 
it depends altogether on what the goods are valued at, and you increase 
the risks by the number of changes and the number of classiticatlons 
Taking them at the lowest, it is a large increase of percentage; taking 
them at the highest, itisa diminution; taking them at the avesage, if 
a slight decrease. 

I hope as the bill is to be perfected now that the rates will be dimin 
ished at least as low as the Tariff Commission placed then and imstead 
of 10 and 16 cents they will not exceed 7) and 15 cents. Indeed I] 
think after all that has been said upon that class of goods 6 and J? would 
be better than 7) and 15. I have never been able to see why those 
things should be increased up to the rates at which they are put 

I said I would not repeat anything I had betore stated; and I do not 
care to reply to the suggestions which have been made; but, as has been 
explained by the Senator from North Carolina, | am endeavoring to 
work in the interest of the great mass and at the same time do nobody 
any harm. 

Mr. McPHERSON. Mr. President, I have been ied to believe, both 
as a member of the Committee on Finance and as a Senator on the 
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floor, that there had been a very large decrease in the cotton schedule 
upon all the lower classes of goods that are largely used by the poorer 
people of the country. [have been led also to believe that with regard 
to certain features of the schedule while there had not been practi- 
cally an increase upon the commission’s report, upon the whole there 
had been a reclassification in the committee’s bill. That reclassification 
proposes to do what? To place upon some goods not to-day successfully 
imanufactured in this country, requiring skilled labor, requiring im- 
proved new machinery for their manufacture, a certain increase of duty 
in order to enable us to manufacture them successfully against the for- 
eign manufacturer. They are very largely goods that are luxuries, and 
if any goods should bear a duty itis those. IfI believed that the whole 
tariff schedule relating to cottons was an increase in duty above the 
existing tariff, I should certainly not vote for it, but the whole tariff 
schedule as I understand it proposes a reduction of duty. 

There is one point, however, that I wish to call special attention to, 
which I think the Senator from Rhode Island while on his feet discuss- 
ing the bill did not make entirely plain, and as he is much more con- 
versant with this schedule than I am, I should liketo have the explana- 
tion made by him. I call his attention to the paragraph beginning in 
line 1165: 

On stockings, hose, balf-hose, shirts, and drawers, and all goods made on knit- 
ting machines or frames, composed wholly of cotton, and not herein otherwise 

* provided for, 35 per cent. ad valorem. 

Now, turn to line 1169 and you find the same phraseology except the 
words ‘‘ fashioned, narrowed, or shaped, wholly orin part, by knitting 
machines or frames.’’? What is the distinction that we are to draw with 
respect to the manufacture of those classes of goods, one bearing a 35 
per cent. ad valorem and the other 45 percent? Does it mean that there 
is some special manufacture ? , 

Mr. ALDRICH. I have two letters here from large manufacturers 
of hosiery, which perhaps if they are read will give the Senator the in- 
formation even better than I can do myself. I can state very briefly 
what the writers say. 

Mr. McCPHERSON. ‘That will be better. 

Mr. ALDRICH. Common hosiery of that class, which will be 35 per 
cent, under the bill, is woven in a continuous web around cylinders of 
cotton and it is cut off and the foot sewed on. The other kind are 
fashioned so that they can be woven over a machine, and the feet are 
knit on instead of being sewed on. There is a very great difference, as 
the Senator can see at once; but I think these letters perhaps had bet- 
ter be read. 

Mr. McCPHERSON. 
ticient for the Senator. 

Mr. ALDRICH. I will submit the letters to be printed in the Rec- 
ORD, in order that Senators may see them to-morrow. 

The letters were submitted, as follows: 

COTTON-HOSIERY. 
6@ STATE Street, Boston, January 20, 1883. 
Sin: The Lawrence Manufacturing Company of Lowell, Massachusetts, con- 
stituents of yours, desire through me to press upon your consideration the vital 


importance to hosiery manufacturers of establishing a duty of at least 45 per 
cent, on fashioned cotton hosiery. 

The effect of the present rate of 35 per cent. on all kinds of cotton hosiery has 
been to establish so firmly the manufacture of the commonest sort of the same, 
to wit, hosiery cut from a circular knit web, sewed on sewing machines and 

»ressed on shaping-boards, that the home market is practically supplied. The 

Petter kinds of cotton hosiery, to wit, those knit on fashioning-machines and 
distinguished in the trade from those cut, sewed, and pressed, are supplied by 
importers, 

These better kinds can not be made in this country, because the 35 per cent. 
duty will not cover the extra cost of importing machines and paying the skilled 
labor required to run them. It is, therefore, to establish a new industry that 
the new duty of 45 per cent. is required. If, however, 45 per cent. should be 

»sroved to be insufficient to establish this new industry, it will be fully needed to 
coaneuh of this marketa flood of cheap-fashioned hosiery now made in Germany 
and England, which would ruin the already established manufacture of the com- 
mon-out hosiery. 

If | have succeeded at all in making myself understood, you will perceive the 
absolute necessity of an increase of duty on fashioned hosiery sufficient to keep 
out the foreign product, 

By means thereof it is hoped that a new industry may be started, and at any 
rate the established industry may be protected. This end, of course, might be 
gained by confounding all hosiery in one class and increasing the duty to 45 per 
cent., and no doubt custom-house officials would prefer such an arrangement. 
1t is suggested, however, that the true requirements of manufacturers are more 
clearly expressed and understood by the separation of hosiery into two classes 
and calling for an increase of duty for that class only which needs it. 

Very respectfully, yours, 


That is sufficient for my purposes if it is suf- 


LUCIUS M. SARGENT, 
Treasurer Lawrence Manufacturing Company. 
Corron AND CoTrTron Goops.—Hosiery clauses. 

I. On stockings, hose, half-hose, shirts, and drawers, and all goods made on 
knitting-machines or frames, composed wholly of cotton, and not herein other- 
wise provided for, 35 per cent, ad valorem, 

Il. On stockings, hose, half-hose, shirts, and drawers, fashioned, narrowed, or 
shaped, wholly or in part, by knitting-machines or frames or knit by hand, and 
composed wholly of cotton, 45 per cent, ad valorem, 

The Tarif¥ Commission in its bill proposed 40 per cent. ad valorem on all cot- 
ton knit goods. The additional 5 per cent. on the classes of enumerated 
in clause [ is unnecessary, as the present rate of 35 per cent, gives all the protec- 
tion needed. We desire the additional rate on the classes of goods mentioned 
in clause L1, for the follewing reasons : 

First. Because up to the present time all the mills in the country making cot- 
ton knit goods have been compelled to confine themselves to the manufacture 
of the common grades known as cut goods (made up wholly on sewing ma- 
chines) on account of the great difference between the cost of labor here and in 
Germany and France 
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Second. We believe the slight increase asked for on the classes of 
fled in clause II will enable us to make a beginning in this branch of the Lege 
ndustry ; and, : 
Third. That a beginning once made our skilled mefhanics will be encouraged 
- pene machinery adapted to the manufacture of the better kinds of cot, 
n ; 
We give below a few items entering into the cost of fas 


hioned arrowe 
hose, with a comparison of rates »aid abroad and here, en ed 


which shows, we think, 








the need of the additional rate asked for : 
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It may not be out of place here to state that the English manufacturers, find 
ing the continental competition so severe, and finding that it interfered with their 
trade, have started works of their own on the Continent, taking advantage of 
the low cost of labor to knit and seam their goods; and they then carry them 
back to England to be finished and sold as British goods. P 

We refer you to the customs returns of June 30, 1882, in which it is shown that 
nearly $8,000,000 worth of fine cotton hosiery passed through the custom-houses 
during the year ending on that day, the value of which to consumers was not 
far from $12,000,000. The time has come when we should be making a portion 
of the goods of the better classes required by our people. 

With the slight assistance asked for, we are confident that we ci make a 
beginning now, and in time command the trade of the country. 

AMOS A. LAWRENCE, 
Ipswich Mills, Gilmanton Mills 
T. JEFFERSON COOLIDGE, 
President Lawrence Manufacturing Company 
EDMUND DWIGHT, ‘ 
Treasurer Boston Manufacturing Company 

Mr. MCPHERSON. There is one particular feature of this cotton 
industry of which I wish to speak. It will be found at line 1181: 

Spool-thread of cotton, 7 cents per dozen spools, containing, &c. 

The existing duty, if I understand it, upon cotton spools is 6 cents 
per dozen and 30 per cent. ad valorem. Nobody will argue that this 
is not a very great reduction on the existing tariff. 

I wish here tosay that with respect to the price paid for labor abroad 
and in this country I simply offer and ask to have published as part of 
my statement a letter sent me by the Clark Thread Company of New- 
ark, New Jersey, which is one of the largest establishments in this 
country and also the largest manufacturers abroad. They state here 
and show conclusively, taken from their pay schedule, the weekly 
pay-roll, that the average prices paid for labor in Newark above those 
paid at Paisley are 121} per cent. in favor of the Newark manufactory 

CLARK THREAD CoMPANY, 
Newark, N. J., January 31, 1883 

Dear Sir: Your telegram ofthe 30th came duly tohand. Below we send you 
as requested, a statement of the average wages paid in Paisley and Newark for 
the same kind of work, and showing the percentage in Newark over Paisley 
We sent the original telegram from which these rates were taken, together with 
our statement, to Senator ALpricu, of Rhode Island, who no doubt has them 
now: 


| Newark 





Work. Paisley. | Newark. | — over 

| Paisley 
Weekly. | Weekly. Per cent 
SER SE a ee a ae ee $ 50 | $8.00 130 
FE tntpucstontiiihhanapainanbivisenesauneenies creninneonnd 2 50 5 50 120 
Reelera........... ood 425 | 8 00 | 90 
Hank-winders. : 3 75 | 700) xs 
Pickers.............. 413) 70 70 
Spoolers.... 323) 8 00 146 
Foremen..... | 7 00 | 20 00 | 190 
Self-actors............++ Rica icathacnecentsmeconinsinise 400 | 9 50 138 


An average over all of 121} per cent. 
Yours, respectfully, 

Hion. J. R. McPHErson, 

Financial Conmitice. 

It is here proposed to reduce the tariff over what is said to be the esti 
mate of reduction made by the Tariff Commission. The present rate 
of duty is equal to 76.80 per cent. ad valorem, and it is proposed to re- 
duce it under this proposed legislation to 45, or between 46 and 50 per 
cent. It can be said that there is an increase of duty. If I believed 
that there was an increase in the cotton schedule or in any schedule in 
the whole tariff bill before us that was in excess of a revenue basis or 
a revenue limit, I should be in favor of some reduction; but I want to 
do justice to the labor and the industries of this country. ‘There should 
be sufficient discrimination made in this tariff bill particularly in those 
articles of industry made largely by labor and the expense and cost of 
which is mainly made up of labor, and we should certainly discriminate 
in their favor in making this tariff. 

Mr. BECK. I wish toask the Senator from New Jersey whetlier he 
does not know that in the items increased from 35 per cent. to 45 and 
40 per cent., as proposed in this bill, there is an increase of $1,500,000 
in those items alone, and I ask him what excuse he thinks there is for 
raising from 35 to 45 per cent. beyond what the present law gives as 
protection on that class of goods, the revenue from which is $7,000,000” 


WILLIAM CLARK, Treasurer 
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Mr. McPHERSON. I will give the Senator my answer. 

Mr. BECK. I should like to hear it. 

Mr. McPHERSON. My answer with respect to the particular ques- 
tion is that if there is any industry which is prosecuted and conducted 
abroad that we are conducting here, I certainly am in favor of giving 
to that home industry protection, particularly upon the finer grades of 
goods requiring improved machinery, such perhaps as we have not to- 
day to the same extent as they have abroad. Neither have we the 
skilled labor; we have not the experience; we have none of the advan- 
tagesthat they have by along system and by a long series of operations, 
and having amarkettodispose of them here without any limit whatever 
as to price, because there would be nocompetition against them, having 
a monopoly of the business. 

I am in favor ofsome competition in that business, andI am in favor 
of creating and building up an industry that will in the end, perhaps 
not in the present but in the immediate future, tend to reduce the cost 
even of those products. At the same time the Senator will observe 
that we have vastly reduced the taxation upon the cheaper grades of 


goods. 
Mr. BECK. Upon one little item that brings in hardly anything, 
$2,000,000 


,000. 

Mr. MCPHERSON. Take the items from line 1121 down to line 
1164, cotton thread, yarn, yarn warp, &c., and cotton goods bleached 
and unbleached, &c.; we certainly have reduced the duty according to 
the statement made by the chairman of the committee, the Senator 
from Vermont. It has been very much reduced. That issubstantially 
all I wish to say about it. 

Mr. ANTHONY. Mr. President, after the clear and admirable state- 
ment of my colleague [Mr. ALDRICH] nothing is left for me to say but 
‘“‘dittoto Mr. Burke.’’? I wish, however, to call the attention of some 
of the Senators on the other side of the Chamber to the greater impor- 
tance to them than to us of protection to textile manufactures. 

The States of North Carolina, South. Carolina, Georgia, and Alabama 
are destined to be the great centers of manufacturing in this country. 
Their abundant water-power, their congenial climate, their proximity 
to the raw material, which is a matter of great importance, for it saves 
the expense of baling and injury to the cotton by compression of the sta- 
ple, all point out that they are to be the future producers of textile 
fabrics. I think that a protection to the manufacturer of cotton is more 
important to those States than to any State in New England. The bill 
reduces the rates upon all the articles of common use used by ordinary 
people in the humbler walks of life and makes an increase upon nothing 
but upon fine hosiery, upon Nottingham laces, window curtains, gimps, 
and insertings, which are objects of luxury; and according to every 


theory of revenue objects of luxury should be taxed more than those of 


necessity. 

By directing a portion of our looms and spindles into this manufacture 
we shall release them to the Southern States, which already surpass us 
in the profit of manufacturing the coarser fabrics. The millsin Georgia 
and in North Carolina and South Carolina have made money during the 
last year, while our mills have not paid the interest on the investment. 
It seems to me that those Senators must see the importance of continu- 
ing and extending this protection, in order that they may have the ad- 
vantage. We have built up New England in a great degree by our 
textile manufactures. The same avenues are open and more easily to 
our Southern brethren. We look with favor upon the extension of the 
textile manufactures to the South. They assimilate us to them; they 
make a common interest, and tend to bind us together as one people. 

Mr. RANSOM. Mr. President, [havedesired very much, and almost 
until my friend from Rhode Island [Mr. ANTHONY] made his last re- 
marks, to vote for the proposition of his colleague [Mr. ALDRICH], but 
really the impression left upon my mind now is against such a course, 
for, if 1 understand the argument just made by the Senator from Rhode 
Island, the result that would be accomplished by it would be this: The 
Southern cotton factories now make coarse cotton goods. The factories 
in the Senator’s section of the country propose to make still finer goods. 
Thus it seemed tomeif I voted for that proposition, and should give the 
vote I wished to give, I should be voting for discrimination against lux- 
uries and in favor of the necessaries of life. But the Senator from Rhode 
Island has not left me that option. By his remarks he has satisfied me 
that the effect of the proposition is to iticrease the duty, the protection 
upon articles which the North propose to manufacture, and to reduce 
the protection upon that class of articles which they would leave to the 
South to manufacture. 

With that view of the case, I can not vote for this proposition. The 
Senator says this scheme reduces the duty upon coarser fabrics which 
are to be manufactured in the South and increases the duty upon the 
higher order of fabrics that they propose to manufacture at the North. 
Really, coming from the South as I do, I can not vote for it, if Iam 
right in that apprehension. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr. PuGu in the chair). The Chair 
is not advised that any amendment has been offered by the Senator 
from Rhode Island | Mr. ALDRICH]. 

Mr. RANSOM. I spoke of the proposition of theSenator from Rhode 
Island, though it is the proposition of the committee which he has in 
his charge. 
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Mr. BECK. The Finance Committee have amended the Tariff Com- 
mission report by increasing the duty largely. That is the amendment 
of the committee. 

Mr. RANSOM. I will state to my friend from Rhode Island [ Mr. 
ALDRICH] that while I am anxious to vote for the proposition which 
he has been suggesting here, I am intluenced in my action very strongly 
by the way his colleague put the question to the Senate. 

Mr. ALDRICH. Theobjectof the bill as proposed by the Committee 
on Finance is to afford protection to all classes of cotton manufacturers, 
and if possible to promote the business and to increase it, and we be- 
lieve that this object is accomplished by the provisions of the bill. 
While the existing law gives ample protection to all the lower grades it 
gives no protection at all to the highest grades. Ourdesire is to have this 
liner class of goods manulactured in this country. It can not be done 
atthe present rate of duty. All ordinary grades can be manutiuctured 
under the committee’s bill as well as under the present law. 

While my colleague says very truly that the rates upon all the lower 
classes of goods have been considerably reduced, they have not been re 
duced (and I state it frankly) to a point that would allow them to be 
imported to any greatextent. Thedutiesstill afford, and are intended 
to afford, ample protection for all the lower classes of manutactured 
goods. ‘The duties now are unnecessarily high. There woul bo no 
imports under our present bill of any consequenc There is a large 
class of goods not made in this country which may be made if we can 
get a little additional protection. 

I desire to read upon that point very briefly trom a letter written by 
Mr, Arthur T. Lyman, a very intelligent gentleman of Boston, and treas 
urer of the Hadley Manufacturing Company 


The difficulty we have in competing with England in these five yarn 


lie says 


That applies to the clause now under consideration 
arises chiefly from the vastly greater cost of machinery here, the very much 
higher cost of skilled labor, and the very small product. With heavy products 
low-cost goods, in which raw material formsa large part of the cost, and in which 
common labor is chiefly employed, we can make cotton cloth to compete with 
England, 


That is the fact to which the Senator alluded; he thinks wu 
protected by this bill. 

But the case is quite different in regard to fine yarns. In this trade, which is 
in an early stage here, besidesthe disadvantages stated above 
a great variety of sizes and stylesin one mill. This involves many « nes, 
and this takes time and labor and reduces product, These reasons are really 
conclusive, little as manufacturers even who do not make such goods can ap 
preciate them. Mr. Whitman built the Arlington Mills specialiy adapted to 
spinning 80's, &c.,and yet he has been importing 80's, and under the present tar- 
iif, and is foreed down to lower numbers; but a serious reduction of duty on 
yarns would bring in English yarns to be put on spools here I know you 
have no time to spare, but I thought some of the above points might be useful 
in case of discussion, and the list of prices shows a continuous decline under 
the influence of home competition. Underthe proposed tariif, l think England 
could send forty 2-ply here at prices that would leave us little or no prolit 

Mr. BAYARD. Mr. President, I was not present in the Committee 
on Finance, I was unavoidably detained trom my place there, at the time 
this cotton schedule was under consideration; but | have endeavored to 
discover the meaning of the proposition now brought here, and | have 
not up to this time been very successful. 

The Tariff Commission in their report upon this subject use the fol 
lowing language: 

Few industries have enjoyed such a steady and healthy growth in this coun 
try as that of cotton manutacture. The following statistical exhibit from the 


census reports shows the progress of cotton manufactures in the United States for 
forty years. 


amply 


, We have to make 


Then follows a schedule which I will not fatigue the Senate or my 
self by reading. 

While the other great industries, representing, asthey do, hundreds of millions 
of dollars of annual products, have sent their representative men to furnish in 
formation for an intelligent inquiry into their present condition and needs, the 
cotton industry, with an annual product of $210,000,000, has only been represented 
by one, and that the smallest, of its branches. 

That I think would indicate on the part of the cotton manufacturing 
interests a condition of entire security and their entire acquiescence in 
the present law as it now stands ; but, as scems to have been the cus- 
tom with the Tariff Commission, the whole subject was handed over to 
be arranged and reported on by interested and private experts in this par 
ticular branch of manuifacture, and what hasbeen the result ? The com- 
mission complain of and criticise the present obscure and complicated 
condition of the tarifl, and recommend reduction and simplification, 
but when we come to look at the numerous schedules they present, so 


| far from having been simplified, we have on the contrary many additional 


shades and variations and discriminations that are not to be found even 
in the present complicated, obscure, and incongruous tariff law. 

I doubt very much whether any but a very close and practical stu 
dent of cotton manufxcturing can make head or tail out of the schedule 
as it is presented to the Senate. ‘There are certain figures, however, 
that I can scarcely suppose were intended to misleal, and between 
those figures there is an obvious comparison. 

The scale of duties proposed by the Tariff Commission has been in 
creased some 33 per cent. by the Committee on Finance; that is tosay 


take the first allocation of duty to be found on line 1125, that where 


certain cotton threads, yarns, &c., do not exceed 25 cents per pound, 


the Tariff Commission propose 74 cents per pound, the Finance Com- 
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mittee now propose 10, an increase of 33 percent. Inthe following case, 
where the valuation is from 25 cents per pound and not exceeding 40, 
the Tariff Commission proposed 15, the Committee on Finance increased 
it to 16. an inerease duty of some 7 per cent. The next line shows an 
increase of 10 per cent., and so you have a steadily advancing rate of 
tax. 

Iam not enough of a cotton expert, nor do I think that a tariff bill 
should be so drawn as to require an expert to understand every feature 
of it. These laws are not to be administered by manufacturing ex- 
perts. They are to be administered either by courts of justice or by 
mere administrative officers, chosen with a fair regard to their intelli- 
wence. 

It is this result the people of this country might just as well under- 
stand. It is one leaf out of the whole book of proposed tariff arrange- 
ment that in ailixing the duties the commission have handed the sub- 
ject in question over to the parties directly in interest to arrange it as 
best suited their private interests and views; and what has been the 
result? An immense amount of intelligent, ingenious but disingenu- 
ous concealinent and the aggregation of duty. 

We do not know who our correspondents all are. But [ take it for 
granted that a man may be an importer of merchandise and yet be a 
pertectly honorable man. I have here acircular—I suppose every other 
member of the Senate has received it—in which, alter referring to the 
fact that the object for which the Tariff Commission was organized was 
a reduction and revision of the present tariff, and that the contrary 
result has been reached and that we witness an advance and a compli- 
cation, the writer says: 

in the present tariffon cotton goods, under the heading cotton hosiery, cotton 
velveta, cotton nets, cotton braids, shirts, and drawers, &c., the rate is 3) per 
cent., and the committee propose to advance this duty to 45 per cent. 

He speaks of cotton goods very properly as ‘‘a necessity,’’ and de- 
clares that they are fully protected by an ad valorem duty of 35 per 
cent., and that after you advance the duty beyond that you reach the 
point of prohibition, The tables read here by the Senator from North 
Carolina and also by the Senator from Kentucky disclose the fact that 
the small amount of duty collected proves the tax to be almost abso- 
lutely prohibitory. 

This class of goods is the class for the great masses of the people of 
thiscountry. The value which is consumed in this country of the class 
of goods now under consideration is counted almost by hundreds of 
millions of dollars, and the mere pittance, the petty fraction that your 
custom-house receipts disclose, will tell you what theeffect of the tax has 
hoen—to yield no revenue and yet necessarily to enhance greatly the cost 
to the American consumer. 

| am very sure that there is in the proposition of the Committee on 
linance no reduction, but, on the contrary, a substantial advance in the 
tax, and that upon articles of popular use this falls upon the great body 
of the laboring or poorer people of the United States. 

| shall regret to see this provision adopted. I feel, and can not but 
vel that I am voting in the dark in a great degree in approving of this 
measure or in voting atall upon it. Isay that it is a commentary upon 
a law when a man accustomed to the consideration of laws, a man ac- 
customed to draw laws, to vote upon and discriminate upon them, when 
| try my best to understand the meaning and effect of this tax law by 
sitting down for weeks to try to comprehend it and am yet unable to do 
so, it can not be called a law fit for a republic. I claim for myself an 
average amount of intelligence, and I claim for myself an average 
amount of honest intent to come at the meaning of these public pro- 
visions. I have here on my table encyclopedias; I read statistics; I 
open my mind to testimony and evidence from any quarter I can get it; 
| converse with any man I can who is competent to instruct me, and I 
come now to confront «a measure on which I am called to vote, and I 
state to the Senate not only I can not understand it, but I have not 
heard it intelligently explained by a member of the committee. Why 
is it? Itis because the subject has been handed over to ingenious ex- 
perts in the particular manutacture, who have arranged it in such diver- 

sified and complicated fashion that its consequences and results can 
not be understood by those uninitiated in the mysteries of cotton man- 
ufacture. 

Mr. President, where in any other range of human action do you find 
the man who has especial and personal interest called upon to be judge 
and jury and advocate in his own case? I say that in every other de- 
partment of life we seek out disinterested men to adjudicate where there 
are conflicting interests; and in regard to this tariff, from first to last, 
what result has been reached? Ido not condemn a man who speaks 
according to his interest. He has a right tobe heard. Let us hear 
what he has to say; but I do say that I would not hand over to him the 
arrangement and decision of a public question, and have him return 
such a measure as this; and I do no injustice to my own intelligence 
or to that of my fellow-members in this body when I say that when 
they vote upon this proposition there will not be one man in the Sen- 
ate searcely who will properly understand it, or who at least seems 
capable of lucidly explaining its practical effects. 

Mr. WILLIAMS. Mr. President, the principle of this schedule is 
that it reduces the tax upon all the lower grades of cotton manuiacture 
and increases the tax upon the higher grades, upon the idea that the 








superiority, as is acknowledged by the gentlemen on the other side, vo: 
our machinery, of our own operatives, and of our propinguity to the 
source of supply, will enable our manufacturers to drive out the foreign 
article from our market without any tax at all; but upon the higher 
and better grades of cotton manufacture they propose in this schedule 
to drive them out by increasing the tax, and the plea is that these be+t- 
ter grades of cotton goods are luxuries. 

I ask Senators to tell me of one single manufacture of cotton that js 
a luxury. Fine articles are made of wool and silk, but there is not ay 
article in this whole schedule which is not as much a luxury to ou; 
people as the lower grades of cotton manufacture. They are worn }\ 
the wives and daughters of the mechanics and laboring people of the 
country, and for Sunday dresses if for nothing else. They are univer- 
sal in their use, and as much necessaries as brown sheeting itself to ow 
people. Itis apparent to my mind that the whole schedule is gottey 
up on the idea of excluding by a high tax those grades of cotton manu- 
facture such as are produced by the superiority of our machinery and 
the intelligence of our operatives. 

Mr. ALDRICH. Perhaps I ought to say a word in answer to thy 
criticism of the Senator from Delaware [Mr. BAYARD]. He alluded 
to the changes in the present bill from the Tariff Commission report. 
While there may be changes upon fine cotton-wear, that is the only 
change in thatdirection in the bill. On all the kindsof goods that th: 
Senator from Kentucky [Mr. WiILLIAMs] has just been alluding to, th, 
bill reported from the committee is a reduction from the Tariff Com- 
mission report. If the Senator from Kentucky thinks that lie and 
lace window-curtains are necessities, if they are to Kentucky they are 
not to New England. If they are used in every family ia Kentacky 
they are not used in every family in New England. Onur peop'e do no: 
consider them necessities; they would consider them luxuries. — If lac 
window-curtains, embroideries, and velvets are to be included as neces 
sities, then I have to commence the study of manufacturs over again 
I say they are luxuries, and entitled even from the position of a free- 
trader to be taxed for revenue, and from the position of a protecti nisi 
they ought to be taxed to enable them to be made here—either hoen of 
the dilemma you may see fit to take. From either position they oag)t 
to be taxed; not taxed unduly, [ submit, but taxed so as to be made to 
pay revenue. 

Mr. WILLIAMS. I call the Senator's attention to the paragraph 
beginning at line 1165: 

On stockings, hose, half-hose, shirts, and drawers, and all goods made on 
knitting machines and frames, composed wholly of cotton, and not herein other- 
wise provided for, 35 per cent. ad valorem. 

I ask the Senator if he calls those luxuries? 

Mr. ALDRICH. I have tried to explain to the Senate, and I think 
the Senator from Kentucky could not have been in his seat when I ex 
plained it, that that applies only to the finer classof hosiery. All tly 
common hosiery is included at 25 per cent. in the lines preceding th: 
paragraph which the Senator has just read. 

Mr. MORRILL. I do not like to have even the Senator from Dels 
ware [Mr. BAYARD] condemn this bill by giving it a bad name, that 
there is something in it that he can not understand and therefore no 
body else can. The rates of duty under the phraseology of the firt 
paragraph from line 1120 to and including 1164 are simplitied from the 
present law. As they stand in the bill it presents simply a specitic rat« 
of duty of so much per pound or so much per yard. Under the exist- 
ing law is presented the same thing with an ad valorem rate. If there 
is anything difficult to understand about it I do not so estimate it. \1/ 
beyond that from line 1165 to line 1180 is an ad valorem rate. Isthere 
anything incomprehensible in an ad valorem rate? Then the last para- 
graph upon spool thread is simply placing it at 7 cents a dozen, without 
anything ad valorem, as exists in the present law. It seems to me the 
position taken by the distinguished Senator from Delaware, that t):is is 
an incomprehensible mode of framing a bill, is entirely untenable. It 
is as plain as a pike-staff, ad valorem or specific, by the pound or by 


| the yard or by the dozen. 


Mr. HARRIS. I move to amend by striking out after the word 
‘“‘form,”’ in line 1124, all down to and including line 1138, in the fol- 
lowing words: 

Valued at not exceeding 25 cents per pound, 10 cents per pound; valued at 
over 25 cents per pound, and not exceeding 40 cents per pound, 16 cents per 
pound; valued at over 40cents per pound, and not exceeding 50 cents per pound, 
22 cents per pound; valued at over 50 cents per pound, and not exceeding 60 
cents per pound, 27 cents per pound; valued at over60 cents per pound, and not 
exceeding 70 cents per pound, 35 cents per pound; valued at over 70 cents pee 
pound, and not excecting 80 cents per pound, 40 cents per pound; valued at 
over 80 cents per pound, and not exceeding $1 per pound, 50 cents per pound, 
valued at over $1 per pound, 50 per cent. ad valorein. 


And inserting in lieu thereof ‘‘ 30 per cent. ad valorem ;’’ so as to read 

Cotton thread, yarn, , or warp-yarn, whether single or advanced beyond 
the condition of single by twisting two or more single yarns together, whether 
on beams or in bundles, skeins, or cops, or in any other form, 30 per cent. ad 
valorem. 

Mr. HARRIS. The whole object of that amendment is to fix one 
uniform rate for these threads and cotton-yarns and slightly reduce the 
rate of taxation now imposed by law. It is alsoa slight reduction below 
the report of the Tariff Commission, but within, I think very clearly, a 
fair and rather a high revenue point. 








1883. 





Mr. ALDRICH. I will only say in response that the Tariff Com- 
mission in their report make this statement: 
If the rate of duty on yarns costing over 80 cents is placed below 50 per cent. 
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ad valorem, it will be impossible for mills now in operation to continue the man- | 


ufacture of these numbers, excepting at a reduction in the wages to the working 
people that will be oppressive, the average ad valorem rate on these goods being 
now 54 per cent.; and the commission suggests that all this yarn be placed at 50 
per cent, ad valorem. 

Mr. SAULSBURY. The raw material is in this country, whereas in 
England the raw material has to be carried from here there and be 
manufactured and brought back here before it can come into competi- 
tion here; and when it comes, it comes burdened with our rate of duty, 
burdened with the percentage of the importing merchant before it can 
be sold, burdened with the cost of transportation and commissions; 
and I cannot see why there should be required on these articles any 
very large amount of duty in order to furnish protection to our industries. 
Certainly 30 per cent. is enough; 50 per cent. surely can not be re- 
quired. 

Mr. SHERMAN. Mr. President, I have examined this cotton sched- 
ule with all the industry possible, but without much intelligence in con- 
nection with it. 
schedule strikes at the wrong place. A duty of 30 percent. on the manu- 
facture of cotton yarn, if we can believe the testimony of witnesses and 
ourexperience heretofore, is not sufiicient. This industry, as I am told, 
has only been established in the last tenor twelve years. Although we 
have manufactured cotton cloths for many years, yet the manufacture 
of cotton yarns is comparatively new. 

Mr. HARRIS. Notsufficient forwhat? Is not sufficient to raise the 
amount of revenue that the Government will probably need to answer 
its legitimate purposes and pay its necessary expenses? Is it sufficient 
for that? 

Mr. SHERMAN. All that I want is to make the duty sufficient to 
cover the difference between labor measured by the English standard 
and labor measured by the American standard. If anybody can sat- 
isfy me on that point I wil! vote for his proposition. 
our operatives to work at th wages that are confessedly paid in cotton- 
mills in England. 

Let me give the Senate some figures to show that I have examined 
this matter. The present rate of duty is 47 per cent. and over. It is 
now proposed by this bill to reduce that rate somewhat. The present 
duty is 10 cents per pound and 20 per cent. ad valorem. This bill pro- 
poses to drop the 20 per cent. ad valorem and to leave the duty stand 
at 10 cents a pound. There isa palpable reduction and it seems to me 
itisenough. It reduces the tax 20 per cent. 

Mr. BECK. 
fication here. 

Mr. SHERMAN. 


I intend to show that. I have the figures. On 


I believe that the Senate in striking out this cotton | 


we 
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a quarter a pound this would make a slight increase on that class of 
yarns, but they must be, as a matter of course, of the very finest pos- 
sible kind. So I cannot vote with theSenator from Tennessee. Thirty 
per cent. is not enough to measure the difference in the price of labor. 
It is less than it has ever been on this article, so far as I know. 

Mr. HARRIS. Will the Senator from Ohio compromise on 35 pe 
cent. ? 

Mr. SHERMAN. No, sir; I do not compromise on any ad valorem 
duty on an article of this kind. it should be specific. 1 think the rate 
proposed by the Committee on Finanee upon yarns are about right 
Where there is a fair reduction and a plain reduction there can be no 
controversy about it, and a plain man can understand that the present 
duty is changed to the extent of the ad valorem except on two grades 
So there is a palpable reduction, and I think that is enough on this in- 
dustry. 

The coarser yarns have been manufactured in this country for a long 
time; but on the finer yarns, the making of which is a very beautiful 
process of manufacture, it is only recently that: we have been able to 
compete with the English manufacturers. I wish to keep up that com 


petition by giving to our laboring men a suflicient protection to enable 


| the employers of those laboring men to pay them American instead ot 
- : pay 


English wages. 
Mr. BECK. ‘The inconsistency of the position of the Senator from 
Ohio is illustrated in this, he is willing to let the laboring mx 


} boda 
whom he has a wonderful affection latelv, work and compete with th 
English pauper at 10 cents a pound on all goods valued rot exceed 

| ing 25 cents, but if they are worth 255 cents he is to have 16 ¢ \ 
| pound; when the value is not exceeding 70 cents he is to have S5cents 
a pound, and if it is 17} cents he is to have 40 cents a pount. e pro 


poses in the interest of fairness and of labor to jump at a purely arb 
trary point from 10 to 16, from 16 to 22, from 22 to 27, from 27 to 35 


| from 35 to 40, from 40 to 50, regardless of ad valorems when the ad va 


| lorems between the different arbitrary points where the 
I do not want | 


jump is mad 
may depend on only half a cent in value, and to open the door to all 


| sorts of fraud in undervaluation to get in the goods at the lower rate ot 


| basing a specific upon an ad valorem and making so many 


The Senator will observe that there is a double classi- | 


ferring from one class to another; and on the highest grade, where the | 


old rate was 50 per cent., it is slightly increased, so as to apply the in- 
creased rate to articles valued at over 80 cents a pound; but there is a 
reduction proposed on these yarns as a rule, and that is plainly and 
easily observed. 

If 20 per cent. is thrown off the duty on these yarns it seems to me 
that is a reasonable reduction and all that should be asked. That re- 


through those that are commonly used by our own people 
are very fine yarns, valued at over 80 cents a pound. 

This price shows that they must be of a very high grade, and on that 
grade the duty is slightly increased. I ask the Senator from Kentucky 
if it is increased in any of the other classifications except in the item 
where a transfer is made? 

Mr. BECK. Oh, yes; I think it is. It is certainly increased very 
largely above the report of the Tariff Commission. 

Mr. SHERMAN. [am not speaking of that now. 

Mr. BECK. A complicated statement will have to be goneinto. As 
to the increase over the present law I am not prepared toanswer. The 
rate is increased over the Tariff Commission’s report, and it is a very 
large increase above the recommendation of the commission. 

The Senator from Ohio will allow me one other word. There is no 
unfairness in having a uniform rate, some per cent., instead of these 
changes of classification and doubling from 10 to 16 cents in value and 
from 35 to 45 per cent. in the duty, opening the temptation to fraud 
where a difference of half a cent may be shown. 
form rate on all, increasing in amount as the value goes up. 

Mr. SHERMAN. I was not mistaken. On examining further I see 
that the only classification on which there is an increase over the pres- 
ent tariff is on the last item, yarns worth more than $1 per pound, and 
there the duty is put at 50 per cent. ad valorem. It is true that the 
Tariff Commission proposed much lower rates; they proposed a much 
larger reduction; but the reduction now proposed by the Committee on 
Finance and approved, so far as we can learn, by those engaged in the 
business, is on thread a general reduction of 20 per cent. ad valorem, 
and only on the two higher grades is there a slight increase; that is to 
say, a 50 per cent. ad valorem is applied to all yarn worth more than 


The others 


| any practical legislation unless you have ¢1 ications? Ther 
duction is not carried through all the classifications, but it is carried | 


duty rather than the higher 

Whatever is the fair valuation of these goods let all of one class be 
fixed at one rate, without any arbitrary stopping-places where the i: 
creases made by the present proposition are from 4 to7, and let us all pay 
a fair valuation up to the highest grade, whether it is 30 or 35 or any 
other per cent., instead of having the door opened to so much fraud by 


} 
y! 


arbitrary 

stopping-places where the duty rises 10, 15, and 20 per cent. without 

any assignable cause. 
Mr. EDMUNDS. 


May I ask the Senator from Kentucky a question 


| I do not wish to interrupt the even tenor of this debate and have not 
two grades of this cotton-yarn the duty is slightly raised, one by trans- 


done so very often. I ask whether his criticism about these arbitrary 
stopping-places, as he calis them, does not apply to every provision of 
a specific nature where there are classifications in this bill, and does it 
not necessarily apply to every species of classification? Wemust have 
an arbitrary stopping-place somewhere, just as in the courts; nobody 
can sue in a court of the United States unless his claim is $500. If a 
man has a claim of $499 he can not sue there. How can you get evei 
assifi -isa 
necessity for putting the limit somewhere; and will not every limit b. 
open to the same philosophic objection that the Senator from Kentucky 
has stated ? 


il 


Mr. BECK. I will answer the Senator in this way: Here is a elas 
of goods all of the same quality, being ‘‘cotton threads, yarns, warp 
yarn for weaving, whether single or advanced be yond the « i} 
single by twisting two or more single yarns together, whether ou beams 
or in bundles, skeins, or cops, in any other form ’’—all th re ¢ 0 
coods. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. Whatdoes the Senator mean by the same qu 

Mr. BECK. The same class of goods with diiferent val Ihe 

| present law was pronounced obscure, because it mad out 
of these yarns all of the same character though divering in valu Now 
we propose to make seven classes instea:l of four, making seven jump 
instead of four, whereas it would simplify it very greatly to lay a e 
tain ad valorem upon all, and the ad valorem would of course increase 


Let there be a uni- | 
| all possible methods of tariff taxation; but human experience ha 


the tax according to the value. Why make 
Mr. EDMUNDS. If properly administered, if you could avoid fraud 


1 
the ad valorem on a home valuation would be the most philosophic of 


1-47 } 
these Giulcultie 


proved 
that you can not do it, and you are cheated all the time Now if these 
gentlemen have increased the number of iu ups from four to seven, then 
they must have diminished the number of the distances at each jump, 


} - : ‘ : 
| and therefore they come more nearly to a classification ad valorem than 
| they would have if they only had two class 


$1 a pound, while the former rate was 50 cents a pound on all over | 


80 cents a pound. 


So if there were varns of the value of a dollar and | inducement to make a false ad valorem, all of which i 


Mr. BECK. The invoice of each has to settle what the ad valorem 
is, and wherever you base a specific upon an ad valorem, as I have stated 
repeatedly, the tendency to fraud is increased as you come near the 
point where the jump takes place to bring it to the lower rate always 
and you have every difficulty of the ad valorem in this system of seven 
classifications, with the 





pecitic based upon an ad valorem, with a great 


al z removed by the 
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proposition of the Senator from Tennessee to make each grade pay 30 
or 35 per cent., according to its value. And that value is not only to 
be ascertained by the invoice, but all the powers that the existing law 
gives to all officers of the Government to see that the valuation is fair are 
preserved. That is better than the schedule proposed with seven grades 
to go through, with great temptation to commit fraud by cutting down 
every time a change is made. 

Mr. MAXEY. The theory seems to be that as far as the specific 
duty is concerned that is very honest and very fair; but so far as the 
ad valorem part is concerned it is very dishonest. Hence, according to 
the theory, the schedule here proposed is a hermaphrodite, partly hon- 
est and partly a swindle. 

Mr. FRYE. Isimply want to remind the Senator from Kentucky 
that the day before yesterday he voted for twenty-five jumps on sugar 
and against an ad valorem duty on sugar. 

Mr. BECK. We have all sorts of absurd things to do in making up 
a tariff, and if it has got to be the style now, as it seems to be, of gen- 
tlemen to tell everybody how inconsistent he has been, that he votes 
for this, that, and the other, and for lumber and for sugar and for rice, 
and to make it a personal issue as to how each man votes, let me tell 
the Senator from Maine that he voted for a pretty high tariff this morn- 
ing—I think on starch. But I believe I have never thrown up to any 
Senator how he has voted. I may vote for a certain duty on sugar, but 
if I can simplify matters—and this in a clear case—why not do it, even 
if upon sugar I did some inconsistent thing? 
sugars ranging from the very lowest to the very highest that no one rate 
should reach, and it was stated that we had a polariscope test that was 
accurate as to sugars, and that the world was using it and the mer- 
chants were using it. It was said that we had had great frauds on the 
color standard alone. So I decided to do the best thing I could. I 
am doing the same thing now. ‘That is all. I do not want to base 
specifics on ad valorems if I can help it. Onsugar I base theduty upon 
the polariscope, which science and the consent of the country seemed 
to regard as the nearest approach to right that we could get. That was 
all there was of it. I will say to the Senator from Maine that I doa 
great many inconsistent things, and it would be hardly worth while for 
him to talk to me about consistency. 

Mr. FRYE. I admit it. 

Mr. MAXEY. Thereareagreat many inconsistent thingsdone. The 
other day the Senator from Mississippi [ Mr. GrorGgr], for a reason which 
I thought was very powerful, proposed to introduce machinery for the 
manufacture of cotton and woolen goods at a charge of 10 per cent. ; 
and I noticed that the Senator from Maine and his colleagues generally 
voted solidly against that proposition; and yet I find that the Congress 
of the United States when it was overwhelmingly Republican in both 
Ilouses did sustain a proposition to admit machinery tor the manufact- 
are af bect-sugar free of duty. This was done at the first session of the 
Thirty-ninth Congress in 1867 (Statutes at Large, volume 14, page 310) 
for one year, and at the second session of that Congress they mended 
their ways, they got a good deal better, and the second section of the 
joint resolution passed March 2, 1867, provided: 

And be it further resolved, That from and after the passage of this resolution 
machinery for the manufacture of beet-sugar, and imported for that purpose 
solely, shall be exempted from duty. 

I can net see for the life of me where the consistency is in admitting 
free of duty machinery for the manufacture of beet-sugar, and yet re- 
fusing to admit at a low rate machinery for the manutacture of cotton 
and woolen goods in a country which confessedly needs all the aid in 
that way that can be extended to it. So when it comes to a question 
of consistency there are a good many things to be explained. 

Mr. SHERMAN. I think I can tell the Senator the reason, because 
I knew something about the reason at the time the bill was passed. 

Mr. MAXEY. I have no doubt the Senator from Ohio considered 
the reason admirable; I think the reason now is admirable. 

Mr. SHERMAN. The reason is this: first, there was no manufact- 
ure of that kind in this country; and secondly, the persons wishing to 
try the experiment of manufacturing beet-sugar would have to import 
their machinery. There was no interest in this country to compete 
with it, there was no machinery of that kind manufactured in this coun- 
try. But we have in this country very excellent manufactures of cot- 
ton machinery now in existence. There is no trouble in buying it; it 
is an industry already existing, and therefore it would be unfair to al- 
low cotton machinery to be imported into this country free of duty, 
where it could be boughtin this country at reasonably fair rates. That 
was the reason. Whether it was a good reason or not is for the Senate 
to decide. : 

Mr. MAXEY. That is like a good many other reasons I have heard 
from the protective-tariff people. If the manufacture of beet sugar was 
an industry that needed to be encouraged, then, according to their the- 
ory, they should have placed a protective tariff upon the introduction 
of bect-sugar machinery so high as to encourage an infant industry, and 
thus protect American labor against the pauper labor of Europe. 

Mr. SHERMAN. The same principle, I may say, was applied in re- 
gard to other machinery. Fer years there were admitted free of duty 
steam-plows for sugar culture. 
Orleans; a very interesting thing. 


But there was a class of 
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no such machinery made in this country; but if it was an established 
industry and the machinery could be made here, then I suppose it would 
not be right to allow the machinery to come in in that way duty free 

Mr. MAXEY. The only thing I object to about the Senators is that 
they repent after having done a good thing. I believe that the act 
of 1857 for the encouragement of a new industry was a good thing 
They having done that, we propose to avail ourselves of the good act 
done by the Republican party and to get the machinery to aid our ¢o)- 
ored people and our white people down there in the development of 
new industry; that is, the manufacturing of cotton and woolen goods, 
But when we get ready to do it, then that will not do. 

It is perfectly true we do not manufacture beet-sugar down there; we 
do not raise the beet for that; but we have the cane, we have the cotton 
and we have the wool, and these industries, it occurs to me, are about 
as important to the development of the great industries of this country 
as beet-sugar; and if we can get that machinery cheaper by intrdducing 
it free of duty, as beet-sugar machinery was introduced, the very same 
reason applies for introducing that machinery into our country that 
applied then for the machinery of the new industry of beet-sugar. 
Therefore there is inconsistency of course, and it can not be justified. 

Mr. COKE. I hope the amendment of the Senator from Tennessee 
[Mr. HaRRIs] will be adopted. The cotton manufacturing industry is 
the oldest manufacturing industry in this country. There is no other 
in the country that can plead infancy with so little plausibility or jus- 
tice as this. Besides, we have been informed by distinguished Repub- 
lican testimony, as we have also by the census figures, that the propor- 
tion of cost of labor entering into the manufacture of cotton is about 
22 per cent. Mr. Burchard, a distinguished Republican, now Director 
of the Mint, formerly a member of Congress, prepared a table in which 
he gave the amount of wages and material and capital employed in th 
different branches of manuiacture, and he put down the amount of labo; 
in cotton manufacture at 22 per cent. Now, sir, if you will takea bolt 
of cotton cloth and add 22 per cent. to its prime cost, you pay to th: 
owner every dollar, every cent, that he has expended for labor in its 
manufacture. Twenty-two per cent. pays back all the money expended 
for labor. If gentlemen desire to protect American labor, as they say, 
by the tariff and nothing else, they will ascertain the difference between 
American labor and English labor and fix the duty accordingly. Mr. 
Blaine and Mr. Evarts have certified officially to the country that there 
is no difference in the wages paid to English and American operati\es 
in cotton manufacturing. Their figures are verified by later reports ot 
Consul Shaw made on this very subject and by the figures of our census 
reports. The testimony of these gentlemen isconcurrent tothe fact that 
there is no difference between English and American labor in this in 
dustry. 

Mr. MCPHERSON. Will the Senator bear with me a moment? 
Was his attention called to the letter which I read from the thread manu- 
facturers of Newark, having a factory there and also at Paisley, Scotland, 
in which they state—and I am ready to say that whatever they state i 
true with regard to their own business affairs—that the difference in 
the labor-rate paid in Paisley and Newark amounted to 121) per cent 
greater in Newark than that paid in Paisley ? 

Mr. COKE. I heard the statement of the Senator from New Jersey, 
and I can say to him that I thought at the time when he made it he wa: 
presenting the statement of an interested party, a party interested in 
keeping up and preserving high protection, against the official testi 
mony of sworn oflicers of the Government, gentlemen of the highest in- 
telligence and character and occupying high and responsible positions 

Mr. MCPHERSON. WilltheSenator yield tomea moment? 1 will 
state that so far as this gentleman, Mr. Clark, is concerned, he has not 
been interested in keeping up a high tariff on his branch of industry, 
because he has consented that the tariff on the manufacture of thread 
shall be reduced about 35 per cent. below the existing tariff, and he has 
offered, if he could bear any more reduction and compensate his laborers 
as he thought they were deserving of compensation, he would be will- 
ing todo it now. It is put here at the very lowest rate that he can 
possibly bear, making proper remuneration for the labor. 

Mr. COKE. I give the Senator from New Jersey of course full credit 
for the utmost sincerity in his statements, for I know he would make no 
other than those he believed to be correct. At thesame time I can not 
throw away official statements of gentlemen whose business it was iro 
the highest official standpoint they could occupy to ascertain the fict- 
in this matter and who were under the very highest obligation to 1 
port them truly to this Government. I can not, when they have dis- 
charged this duty, throw them aside as from any cause unworthy 0! 
belief and admit that another gentleman, interested pecuniarily in t!i 
subject, with comparatively limited means of information, however con 
scientious he may be, is correct. To do this would be to violate all th: 
rules sanctioned by experience in searching for the truth. I rely upon 
the testimony furnished by our own Government undera Republican hig) 
protective tariff administration, being the official statements of William 
M. Evarts and James G. Blaine when they were respectively Secretaries 
of State, statements based and founded upon the reports of the consuls 
of the United States residing in the foreign countries of the world, which 


I once saw one myself south of New | certify to the fact that in this particular industry English wages are as 
That was allowed because there was | large, indeed greater than the wages paid in America. 
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In addition, while the Englishman receives the same amount of money 
for wages paid the American operative, one dollar paid the Englishman, 
because aa English free trade and cheap goods, will buy as muchas a dol- 
Jar and a half ora dollar and three-quarters paid to the American opera- 
tive. 

These are facts, and yet we have a cotton schedule here imposing 
heavy duties upon manufactured cottons, for what? For the protection 
and remuneration of American labor. T hat istheargument. They make 
no argument on capital. 
mitted the other day, that capital needed no protection. Said he: ‘‘It 
is the labor that needs protection;’’ and here we confront you gentle- 
men with the fact that two distinguised Republican Secretaries of State, 
both high protectionists, have certified to facts which show that Ameri- 
can labor needs no protection and receives none in this branch of man- 
ufacturing interest, and that every dollar of the duty goes into the pock- 
ets of the capitalists. 

Mr. HOAR. May I ask my honorable friend from Texas a question? 

Mr. COKE. Yes, sir. 

Mr. HOAR. I do not know that I have followed his entire state- 
ment made just now, as my attention was drawn away for a moment, 
and therefore I should like to knowif Lam to understand him to affirm 
as his opinion that the condition of the English laborer in {factories is 
as good as that of the American in the matter of wages? 

Mr.COKE. Iam speaking now with reference to the operatives in 
cotton factories. 

Mr. HOAR. Well. 

Mr. COKE. The Senator from Massachusetts will understand me to 
say this: I believe from the official testimony before the country that 
the condition of the English operatives in the cotton industry is better 
than that of the American operative, 

Mr. HOAR. So the Senator is in favor, as far as he can, taking his 
limitation, of having the condition of the American operative in the 
cotton factories made as near like that of the English as possible in 
every particular of wages and social condition? 

Mr. COKE. I do not knowthat I understand the question of the 
Senator. 

Mr. HOAR. Iask my friend from Texas if he is in favor, and if he 
understands that those who agree with him in political sentiment are 
in favor, of making, as far as legislation can do it, the condition of the 
American operative in the cotton factories like that of the English 
operative? 

Mr. COKE. Oh, no! 
of this country as cheap goods as possible and thereby of increasing the 
purchasing power of money received for wages. 

Mr. HOAR. My question to the Senator from Texas was this—he 
answers some other things—whether he is in favor of having the con- 
dition of the American operative in cotton factories made as near like 
to the English as he can? If he says yes, that I understand; 
no, that I understand. 

Mr. COKE. If the Senator desires to play on words, I will not join 
him in the game. 

Mr. HOAR. 


I do not see any play on words. 
Mr. COKE. 


I will say this to the Senator: I am in favor of well- 


paid labor, and in order to have well-paid labor I desire to unload it of 


the burdens placed upon it by the tariff. I desire to cheapen the labor- 
er’s clothing and his food, to cheapen his house rent, and in that way 
to make his wages buy more than they buy now. 

Mr. HOAR. If the Senator will pardon me one moment, | 
to him that I do not mean any play upon words. 

Mr. COKE. Will the Senator speak so that I can understand him ? 

Mr. HOAR. I will. 
tives in cotton factories in this country; they are and are becoming 
American citizens. They have come from English cotton manutactories 
to ours, and they never go back. Now, 
statistics, these men know what they have left and what they have come 
to. They have left their parents, brothers, and sisters behind them, 
and they communicate with them, and they know by a very terrible 
practical experience what it is to be operatives in English factories, and 
they have traveled by land and by sea to come to ours. Now, if the 
Senator from Texas, speaking for the party of which he is an honored 
leader, will enable me to tell those men whether he wants to have the 
condition of the English cotton factory that which he would have ours 


will state 


reach, there is a practical question and a practical test of the value of 


the statistics which he quotes. 

Mr. COKE. Will the honorable Senator carry the message 
would send ? 

Mr. HOAR. When the Senator answers that question. 

Mr. COKE. If he will, I will say to the operatives of Massachusetts, 
vote for a strictly revenue tariff; it will cheapen every article upon which 
you subsist; it will cheapen all the expenses of life; you will get the 
same wages then that you get now, because they can not be reduce 1, 
and one dollar that you get then will buy as much as 2 dollar and: 
half will now. 

Mr. HOAR. They will test the value of that message, if I carry it, 
a good deal by the Senator’s answer to the question which he does not 
answer, because that is something they understand: and if the Senator 


that I 


They admit, and the Senator from Ohio ad- | 


We are in favor of giving to the consumers 


There are thousands and thousands of opera- | 


. matter who makes tables of 








if he says | 


wants to put them in the condition of the operatives in English cotton 
factories, that they will understand and they will adopt a protective 
policy. 

Mr. COKE. I have nothing to say about the English operatives; but 
will the Senator be candid enough to tell his Republic an friends in 
Massachusetts that two great Republican leaders, Mr. Blaine and Mr 
Evarts, have certified officially and solemnly upon the very highest tes 
timony that their condition is not so good as that of E ‘nglish operatives 

Mr. HOAR. I do not understand that to be the case. 

Mr. COKE. Ido. [understand it to be the case, because they have 
certified that Englishmen get as good wages as Americans, get as much 
money; and we all know that that which the *y have to buy with their 
money comes much more cheaply in England than it does here, exe “pt 


the ite ty of bread and meat. Their tea, coffee, and sugar is very much 
chea ; 

Mr. HO: AR. Iam speaking now from memory, but I can not be mis 
taken when I say that in forwarding the consular re ports in the all of 
the year 1879, I think it was, Mr. Evarts gave this certificate, that the 
purchasing power of the laborer’s Wages in this cor intry was irom a 


third to a half greater than that of England, and then compared it with 





Spain and Germany, making a still larger protection. If lam mista 
ken in thatrecollection, I shall becorrected. That is my recollection 

Mr. COKE. I will correct the Senator Ll ean quote exe tly from 
Mr. Evarts and Mr. Blaine on this subject ’ 

Mr. HOAR. And the statement of Mr. Evarts is in my hand now, in 
which he says 

Mr. COKE. I will quote from Mr. Evarts now. Ina letter of Mi 
Evarts, then Secretary of State, transmitting the reports of consuls on 
the state of labor in Europe, dated May 17, 1879, the honorable Secr 


tary says, on page 36— 

That the average American workman performs from one 
as much work as the averege European workman. 
in connection with our pbility ba 


and a half to twice 
Chis,isso important a point 
mpete with the cheap manufactures of Eu 








rope, and it seems o n firs st thought so strange, that I will trouble you with some 
what lengthy quotations from the reports in support thereof 

Daily work from once and a half to twice as much 

Mr. HAWLEY. In about the same time, usually. 

Mr. COKE. No, sir; the number of hours worked by the American 
is greater. 

Mr. HOAR. Has the Senator got that letter in fall? 

Mr. COKE. ‘No, sir. 

Mr. HOAR. He is quoting it from somebody who has picked out a 
sentence. 

Mr. COKE. [have not the letter here in full, but have it at my room 
and have quoted from it betore. 

Mr. HOAR. IL ask the Senator if he has read that lette1 

Mr. COKE. L have read it in full 

Mr. HOAR. Does not Mr. Evarts say that while th ges of the 
American workingmen in factories are more than a third greater than 


those of the Englishmen the 
third to a half great 
Mr. COKE. That is not m) 
Mr. HOAR. That is mi 
not from an examination to ( 


purchasing power of those wages is trom a 
r? 


t ction of his lan 


race. 
am iking now from memory 
and I may be nas to the 





pe and 
Lay mistake frac 





tion; but the substance of the statement of “m5 i:varts 1 can not mis 
take. I have an utterance of Mr. Ey ‘last night in my hand 
at this moment. 

Mr. COKE. Now I will read trom Secretary Blain 

Mr. HOAR. Will the Senator let me read this utterance of M 
Lvarts? 

Mr. COKE. I give way for a moment. 

Mr. HOAR. Mr. Evarts said last night 

I have not seen any enthusiastic meetings of American laboring men encour 
aging one Congressman to reduce American labor to the level of I 4 
I do not see why anybody pretends that the American laborers do 
which side of their bread is buttered. 

Mr. COKE. What is that the Senator reads? 

Mr. HOAR. An address delivered by Mr. Evarts last night New 
York. 

Mr. COKE. \ pol tical speer h [ an } 1 of h official 
ances, 

Mr. HOAR. Soam I 

Mr. COKE. I will read again from Mr. Evarts, the same letter 

Within the haat fifteen years we have demonstrated our ability by the brilliant 
development of our own resources to exclude, by honest competition, foreign 
manufactures to a large extent from our shores. The question which now per- 
emptorily challenges all thinking minds is, how to create a foreign demand for 
those which are left after supplying our home demands? Wecan notstand stil" 
for the momentum of increase will soon become so great that it will push us out 
wardanyway. To push us safe ly and profitably is of so much importance as to 
almost overtop all other public questions of the hour his question appeals 
equally to the selfishness ane i patriotism of all our citizens, but to the laborer it 
appeals with tenfol i force, for without work he can not live, snd unless we can 
extend the markets for our manufactures he can not expect steady worl ! 


unlessour manufact 
our foreign market 


The first great tri 


urerscan underseli foreign manufacturers we can not enlarge 


ith to be learned by our manufacturers and work en is 


nen 


— days of sudde n fortunes and double wages are gone. We must realize 
the fact that ocean steeam communication has annihilated distance and broug!it 
the nations face to face. This drawing together of the nations means equaliza- 
fion in trade, protits, wages, &c.; the advantage being with those who soonest 
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accept the situation and show the most sensible continuity in the new paths of 
SUCCESS, 

Mr. Evarts shows the absolute necessity of cheapening goods in this 
country, in order that we may find a foreign market for our products; 
and how can we cheapen them? By taxing machinery, by taxing dye- 
stuffs, by taxing raw materials, by taxing every element that enters 
into theircomposition, an average of 45 per cent. ? Can we enlarge our 
markets and get foreign trade in that way? Mr. Evarts did not think so. 

Now, sir, with reference to the subject of wages, to which I return, 
here is what Mr. Blaine said in a letter dated the 25th of June, 1881, 
on page 90: 

The hours of labor in the Lancashire mills are fifty-six, in the Massachusetts 
mills sixty per week. The hours of labor in the mills in the other New England 


States, where the wages are generally less than in Massachusetts, are usually 
sixty-six to sixty-nine per week. 


Undoubtedly the inequalities in the wages of English and American operatives 
are more than equalized by the greater efficiency of the latter and their longer 
hours of labor. 

That is in results accomplished. He says they are more than equal- 
ized, the wages of Americans and Englishmen, by the greater efficiency 
and better results of American labor. What does he mean by more 
than equalized? He means that the advantage in the matter of wages 
is on the side of the American manufacturer. That isexactly what he 
means. That the Englishman receives the better wages. That is what 
he means. 

If this should prove to be a fact in practice, as it seems to be proven from offi- 
cial statistics, it would be a very important clement in the establishment of our 


ability to compete with England for our share of the cotton-goods trade of the 
world. 


In the two prime factors which may be said to form the basis of the cotton man- 
ufacturing industry, namely, raw material and labor, we hold the advantage 
over England by the first, and stand upon an equality with her in the second. 

This is James G. Blaine, an avowed protectionist, and the most dis- 
tinguished leader in the Republican party, who speaks. 

Having the raw material at our doors, it follows that we should be able to con- 
vert it into manufactures, all things else being equal, with more economy and 
facility than can be done by England, which imports our cotton and then man- 
ufactures it in her mills, 

And I will add ‘“‘and who imports her bread and meat to feed the 
operatives Who manufacture and keep her mills running,’’ our manu- 
facturers paying no more wages than are paid in England with the cot- 
ton at their factory doors, with cheap flour, and meal, and beef, and 
bacon, for their operatives, and England paying the same wages, having 
to send her ships across the ocean for the cotton, having to send her ships 
across the ocean for bread and meat for her operatives. 

Mr. HOAR. Mr. President—— 

Mr. COKE. I decline to yield. 

Mr. HOAR. I have got Mr. Evarts’s letter. 
me read that? 

Mr. COKE. 

Mr. HOAR. Certainly. 

Mr. COKE. Notwithstanding this, we find gentlemen on the other 
side, in the name of protection to American labor, and that alone, 
claiming a tariff duty of from 35 to 150 per cent. on manufactured 
cotton goods. Now L will yield to the Senator. 

Mr. HOAR. I now have Mr. Evarts’s letter, the original official 
document to which the Senator alluded, and I am sure he will be glad 
to have me read it. 

Mr. COKE. TI am entirely willing the Senator may have it pub- 
lished in the Recorp 

Mr. HOAR. But the Senator would not misstate it for the world, 
and I wish to show him that he is in error. 

Mr. COKE. | have read the letter very carefully and very thor- 
oughly. 1 quoted from it here once before, and read from it verbatim 
to-night. 

Mr. HOAR. 
have it here. 
six sentences 

Mr. COKE 

Mr. HOAR 

Already the British workingmen see the necessity of getting rid of their sur- 
plus labor so as to reduce it within the actual demand therefor, the greater por- 


tion of them being working at present, where they are working, on short time, 
to enable all to eke out an existence, 
~ 2 * 


Will not the Senator let 


Let me finish my sentence, if the Senator pleases. 


rhe Senator has totally misunderstood the letter. I 
It will not take me two minutes. TI want to read about 


Very well. 
Mr. Evarts says 


« 7 a * 

There can searcely be a doubt but that within the next five years half a mill- 
ion of English workingmen will emigrate; indeed, should the spirit of emigra- 
wen once seize the English mind, there can be no reasonable limit set to the 
vegira, . ‘ _ ie . " “ 

Rates of wages.—In laying before you the following statement showing the rates 
of wages, as averaged from the reports herewith submitted, throughout En- 
gland, as compared with those prevailing in New York and Chicago, it should be 
remarked that in many cases the English rates are more apparent than real, 
and that while nominally the English workingman a receive a compara- 
tively high rate of wages, he only works on half or two-third time, thus grati- 
fying his desire to preserve a high rate of at the expense of time, a sen- 
timental fiction which is neither profitable nor substantial. 


Then he goes on and gives the tables, which I will not detain the 
Senate to read. 
Mr. COKE. 
Mr. HOAR. 
Mr. COKE. 


High wages for the time he is at work? 
Yes, sir. 
That is what I thought. 


FEBRUARY 2, 


Mr. HOAR. In other words, while he thinks he is getting $2a day 
he only works half a day and gets $1. Now let me go on. = 


It will be seen that while the wages in New York and Chicagoare about twice 
the ave wages throughout England, the prices of the necessaries of life are 
lower in those two cities than the average prices throughout England. 

It is well that your attention should be specially drawn to the erroneous 
ions which have more or less prevailed, especially in the minds of our wo 
people in the United States for the pont few years, that wages were 
the cost of living less in England than in this country. 

* 


ose 
rKinyg 
higher i 

In regard to the question of food prices in England and in the United States 
no stronger argument can be advanced to dissipate the idea that workingme, 
can live cheaper in that country than in this than the fact that Great Britain im 

»orted from the United States during a recent year “‘ necessaries of life” to th, 
illewingemounta: Ww t, $50,000,000; Indian corn, $43,000,000; bacon and hams 

500,000; cheese, $10,300,000; flour, $8,300,000; lard, $6,800,000; pork, salted 
$3,000,000; butter, $2,870,000; fresh beef, $2,000,000; refined sugar, $1,650,000; pease 
$1,500,000; canned and preserved meats, $1,400,000; fruits, raw, $1,243,000: mo 
lasses, $653,000; coffee, $516,000; oats, $343,000; barley, $264,000—a total food sup- 
ply of over $171,000,000! 

I hope the Senator has got Mr. Blaine’s entire letter. 
Evarts’s. 

Mr. COKE. I will read another extract from the same letter: 

In regard to the food-living of the English workingman, it may be said that it 
is regulated ooley 4 heya yd tobuy. He will have asmuch strong and whole- 
some food—and he is a eater—as he can purchase, meat entering into lis 
fare more plentifully than into the fare of any other workingman in Europe. 


That is in free-trade England. 

The consul at Bristol says that the English workingman of to-day eats fully 
three times more meat than the English workingman of twenty yearsago. — 

When they had high protection such as we have in this country 

Mr. HOAR. Now read the next sentence. 

Mr. COKE: 

It may also be remarked that American bacon is largely used by the English 
workingmen, as also other American meats when they can be purchased. 

Mr. HOAR. Just read the next sentence. The Senator leaves out 
the very 

Mr. COKE. ‘The Senator can reply to such remarks as I may make. 
I shall not yield to him any further. 

I have read that letter thoroughly and carefully and I will call atten- 
tion to one fact particularly, and it is that Mr. Evarts does not allude 
to other than the expenses of eating, that is for provisions, for the En- 
glish workingmen and their families. He says nothing of their blank 
ets, their hats, their shoes, their clothing, their house-rent, their flannels, 
and their medicines, which constitute three-fourths of the expense o! 
every family, and things which are about 60 per cent. cheaper in En- 
gland than they are in America, the difference being made by the fict 
that England has free trade and we have high protection. 

Mr. President, the honorable Senator from Massachusetts may take as 
much comfort as he pleases from this letter; but Mr. Evarts, after discuss 
ing all the testimony furnished by foreign consuls, draws his conclusion 
from the testimony, and this is the conclusion marked 9; he has them 
under different heads numbered: 

9. That the average American workinan performs from one and a half to twic 
as much work in a given time as the average European workman. This is so 
important a point in connection with our ability to compete with the cheap-labor 
manufactures of Europe, and it seems, on first thought, so strange, that I wi! 
trouble you with somewhat lengthy quotations from the reports in support 
thereof. 

Here are two Secretaries of State, both high protectionists, both hi 
publicans, both having control of our foreign ministers and consuls, 
both of whom had thorough investigations made iv Europe on this 
subject, and they had separate reports, one made several years befor 
| the other, yet they concur in saying that labor, especially in this cotton 

manufacturing industry, is as well paid in England as it is in the United 
| States, indeed better. 
| Mr. MAXEY. I call the attention of my colleague for a moment to 
the facet that since 1846 the corn laws have been repealed by the British 
| Parliament, and the English laborer gets his meat, his flour, and all 
| that he lives upon free of duty and at the same price that we pay here 

except the cost of transportation added. 

Mr. COKE. The cost of transportation is all that they have to pa) 
| in addition to what our laboring men pay here for our bread and meat, 
and everything else they get at just one-half. Yet, Mr. President, we 
hear it resounded throughout this Hall that this tariff has been enacted 
for the protection of American labor. Indeed, for the protection o! 
American labor! Where does the labor come in? You can not show 
where it does come in for the simple reason that it does not come in at 
all. The laborerdoes not receive it. The “lords of the loom’? who reai 
palatial mansions, own railroads and bank stock, pocket it. Hence t he 
labor strikes and the struggle of the workingmen for a pittance to live 
on. Who ever heard of well-paid laborers engaging in strikes as the) 
have been doing the past year throughout our manufacturing districts “ 

If our enormously protective tariff would not justify the payment 
of good wages so as to make contented laborers, then what would” 
Gentlemen say they want no protection for capital, they only desire 1t 
for labor; and here is the official proof that labor does not receive it, that 
it receives no more than the English labor which gentlemen here say 
they are seeking protection against. Where does it go? It goes into 
the pocket of the capitalist; there is where it goes. For one hundred 
years this robbing process has been going on in the name of protection 


This is Mr 

















1883. CONGRESSIONAL RECORD—SENATE. 





to American labor against the pauper labor of Europe, and during that 

time pauperism has increased throughout this country, and unusual | 
aggregations of wealth have grown up at the same time in the hands of } 
afew. Millionairesand paupers have been the product. These results, | 
stubborn facts, overwhelm the advocates of protection with proof con- 
elusive of the utter hollowness and falsity of the pretext under which | 
our people are being plundered through protective tariffs. 

Will you tell me, sir, that the vast fortunes which are owned now by 
the millionaires could have been made by individual effort and without 
government aid? Oh, no. 

Mr. President, in thename of the laboring man the consuming masses 
of this country have for a hundred years been robbed through a pro- 
tective tariff, and the poor laborer has been fleeced and robbed as thor- 
oughly as anybody else. I have here a Massachusetts paper, the Bos- 
ton Post. I will read a little extract from it: 





The Willimantic (Connecticut) Chronicle printed the following: ‘The amount 
of profit apportioned tothe stockholders of the Willimantic Linen Company this 
year is $1,452,000, or 95} per cent. on the par value of January 1, 1882. The total 
profit of the stockholders for the past three years is $2,525,000, which is 202 per 
cent, on the par value of January 1, 1830.” 


Mr. MCPHERSON. Where is that? 

Mr. COKE. I take it from the Boston Post. It is stated to have 
been published in the Willimantic (Connecticut) Chronicle—202 per 
cent. apportioned to the stockholders in two years. Oh, how eloquent 
gentlemen were in behalf of American labor when the tariff was pend- 
ing which would enable this corporation to declare such dividends! 
All for American labor! That is thecry. Is it the American laborer 
who owns his six and eight and ten thousand miles of railroad, who 
owns the palatial mansions, who owns the bank stock, who does the 
insurance and the carrying and the mining and all that business of this 
great country? Where do the profits of the tariff go? The consumers 
pay it. The laborers do not get it, because they are poorer and nearer 
the condition of the English pauper now than they have ever been be- 
fore; and yet behind them we see the vast accumulations of wealth 
such as are unparalleled in the history of the world before. 

In the old countries, in England and France and Germany, where 
the accretions of the centuries under the laws of primogeniture have 
cast great wealth upon individuals, their wealth is as nothing com- 
pared to that which has grown in this country in the last twenty-five 
years in the hands of a few individuals. Individual energy could not 
have achieved such results. It has been done by the aid of the Gov- 
ernment. The Government, which is the equal property of all, insti- | 
tuted for all, has been perverted from its legitimate mission to the 
aggrandizement of a few special and favored classes; and it is said to 
be done in behalf of American labor! 

Ah, gentlemen, American laboris honorable. It is patient, it is long- 
suffering, it is not easily aroused; but mark my prediction, you will 
hear from it in thunder tones. I will go as farasany individual in lilt- 
ing up the laboring man and placing him on his feet, in giving good 
food and good raiment and good wages; but I will not help you to per- 
petuate what I believe to be a fraud in the laboring man’s name in this 
protective tariff. I would give the American laborer relief in increas- 
ing the value of his wages by enlarging its purchasing power. I would 
increase his comforts by cheapening what he must buy. The protect- 
ive tariff constitutes the manufacturer his guardian and trustee, with 
discretion to pay what he pleases, to close the factory when he chooses 
and throw him out of work. We have the enrichment of the employer 
and the impoverishment of the laborer as the result. I would make 
the laborer his own master by taking away the bounty given his em- 
ployer for him and in his name, and which he has never received or 
had the benefit of; and I would give directly, without the intervention | 
of faithless trustees, to the laborer himself, under a tariff for revenue 
only, everything he must buy at one-third its present cost. This no 
man could take from him, as the tariff bounties have been. 

You want more protection when here is the proof that you do not treat 
your workmen any better or pay them more than the people do against | 
whom you seek protection. Here is the proof; it is incontrovertible. 
Besides, if there is all the difference you claim between English and 
American wages, take $100 worth of cotton manufactures, there is $22 
of labor in it. Are American wages twice as high as English? [If so, 
then 22 per cent. ad valorem will pay the difference in wages as repre- 
sented in this cloth. Are they 50 percent. higher? Then 11 per cent. 
ad valorem will pay thedifference. Are they 25 percent. higher? Then 
5} per cent. ad valorem will pay the difference. 

If there is no difference in wages as Secretaries Blaine and Evarts and 
Consul Shaw say, then 22 per cent. ad valorem will pay back on this 
cloth to the manufacturer every cent he has paid for the laborinit. Yet 
protesting as gentlemen on the other side do, that they seek only to pro- 
tect American labor by this bill, this cotton schedule runs from 35 to 
150 and even 200 per cent., and I will add that this is a representative 
schedule of the entire bill inthisregard. Let honest men of all parties 
judge for whose benefit it has been so adroitly constructed. 

Now, Mr. President, there is no man in this broad country who has 
greater pride than I in its institutions, in its progress and achievements. 
There is no man who wouid less ungerrate the value of manu/acturing 
and all manufacturing industries than I. I believe strongly in them, 
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| and as sincerely that the true road to permanent prosperity for them is 


tobe found in throwing down the Chinese wall which the protective policy 

has built around thiscountry, which while excluding foreign goods from 
this country, also excludes our goods from outlets to foreign murkets. 
It is absolutely certain that glutted markets, labor strikes, wage re 

ductions, and all the evils of overstimulated production must overtake 
us whenever our increase of population shall abate its present unparal- 
leled progress, and that ruin and collapse will follow unless we find 
outlets to the markets of the world, which we can never do while under 
an artificial system our productsare from 45 to 150 per cent. above the 
proper cost of production, made so by our tariff. Wecan never hope for 
foreign markets until we cheapen our goods so that we may compete with 
other nations which have nosuch system of taxation 
to commence an application of the proper remedy 

I would not have an abrupt reduction of the tariff to a strict revenue 
basis. I would come to it gradually, as Mr. Clay and Mr. Calhoun 
agreed to come toit, I believe in 1833, so much a year: come to it grad- 
ually, come down to a strictly revenue basis, tur n our industries out to 
competition with the world, just as our people in all other business 
have to compete with the world, and let them find foreign markets as 
well as the home market for their products 

In order to do this they must cheapen their product. They can not 
find a foreign market without it. There is Mexico, right across the Rio 
Grande, a fordable river, within pistol-shot of the bank in Texas. The 
English and German merchants, the Englishman especially, under free 
trade absolutely control the commerce of that country, because under 
free trade they can carry the Mexicanscheap goods. We have no com 
merce there. We can sell them nothing; and right here on this con 
tinent England has absorbed everything. Although she sends here for 
her cotton and for the bread and meat to feed her operatives, she sells 
manufactured cottons all around us; she sells $370,000,000 of cotton 
goods a year outside her limits all around us, and we sell outside, al 
though the raw material is here at the doors of our manufactories and 
in the midst of our harvest fields, a beggarly $10,000,000 worth 

Mr. MAXEY. Allow me to suggest to my colleague, in carrying 
out exactly what he says, that there are hundreds of thousands ef En- 
glish goods which pass through the American port of Galveston and go 
across the Rio Grande at Laredo into Mexico, crossing American soil, 
because Mexico can get them cheaper from England than from the 
United States. 

Mr. COKE. Certainly, this is true. All our products are on stilts; 
put on stilts by this protective policy, with all the raw materials taxed, 
the elements of manufacture taxed, the machinery taxed, everything 
taxed, and the consumers must pay the cost; they can not help them 
selves. The man who swelters under an August sun in the cotton 
fields of Arkansas and Texasand South Carolina, be he black or white, 
with his wife and children, and the man who labors in the corn and 
wheat fields of the great Northwest, pay it because they are consum 
ers. They are taxed in the name of American labor as though they 
were drones and not laborers, although their agricuitural products con 
stitute 83 per cent. of the exports that we send out of this country and 
compete besides with the products of pauper labor of the world. | 

Mr. MAXEY. Without which labor the cotton factories of New 
England would stop. 

Mr. COKE. Exactly so. Our people ean not avoid this tax, but 
foreigners can and do; and we can never have a foreign market for our 
surplus until this thing is changed. 

Mr. COKE. But, Mr. President, I say in the interest of the manu 
facturers themselves you should reduce this tariff to the point proposed 
by the honorable Senator from Tennessee. We are told by learned 
men that there are 600,000,000 of people outside of Europe 


Now is the time 


and the 


| United States who make their cotton cloth without‘the aid of ma 


chinery, by hand. Why, Mr. President, for one hundred years the 


consumers in this country have been paying tribute to this industry. 
I ask the gentleman to give us a respite; bring down the cost of their 
goods and appropriate this great market that England every y« smak- 
ing additional inroads upon. That is what we ought todo—cheapen our 


goods. Weoughttodrive England and France, and Germany especially, 
from this continent. We ought to take possession commercially of 
the markets on our side of the water. And, Mr. President, will our 
machinery, said in this bebate and truthfully to be the best in the 
world, with skill equal to any in the world, with raw material here at 
the doors of the factories and cheaper than elsewhere, ought there not 
to be enough in this to stimulate the ambition of our manufacturers 
and merchant princes to grasp this great commercial empire? 

Mr. President, my views on the subject of laying impost duties, to 
those who feel afy interest in knowing them, are wellknown. I would 
not protect a single avocation, a single industry, a single pursuit in all 
the broad limits of this country, because I can not protect one, as gen- 
tlemen use that word, without oppressing somebody else. Protection, 
as used in this Chamber, and as exemplitied in the construction of the 
pending bill, means oppression, and I always did hate oppression, the 
oppression, too, of four-fifths for the benefit of one-fifth. I would give 
the people of these United States good government I would free them 
from every dollar of taxation not necessary for the economical admin- 
istration of the Government. I would give them protection for life, 
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liberty, and for property against all the world. I would give them a 
benediction and put them forward in the race of life free people, unop- 
pressed save by that taxation which is necessary to pay the expenses 
of an economical government. 

That is my idea of a tariff, and to my mind the idea thatasa nation 
we need protection against English competition, or any other competi- 
tion, isthe most absurd thing Icanimagine. We donotneed protection 
against anybody. The statistics show that we are the greatest manu- 
facturing people in the world; we are ahead of England in the products 
of manufacturing industry a thousand million dollars; yet we need 
protection; and who asks it? The same people who own our railways, 
who own the banks, and the capitalists who own nearly everything in 
this country. These are the men who come and want more protection. 
If anybody needed protection it would be the people in the South and 
West. They work hard for a living, and I say here, that the agricult- 
ural class is the poorest fed, the poorest clothed, and the hardest 
worked class in all this country, receives the poorest remuneration; yet 
can you find anything in this bill that goes to build up or to relieve that 
class? No. Every man of them is taxed from his head to his foot, 
from his birth to his grave, and not a line or an article in all the bill 
for his benefit. 

The Senate has been kind enough, by the aid of some liberal gentle- 
men on the other side, to prevent the injustice being done us, as the 
hill as reported provides, of having the cotton-ties needed to tie up our 
raw material receive an additional tax under this bill which purports 
toveduce taxation because of the redundancy of the people’s money that 
is flowing into the Treasury. Taxed on everything, they ask for no 
protection. All they ask is an open field and a fair race. They ask 
that the heavy hand of the Government be not placed upon them, and 
that they be not borne down by unjust burdens. The honorable Sen- 
ator from*Rhode Island appeals to Southern Senators to stand by the 
protective tariff for the interest of the South. Sir, I think we under- 
stand our interest in the South on this question. 

Reduce this tariff to a strictly revenue basis and you make it neces- 
sary to practice all the cconomies in manufacturing in order to compete 
with European goods, and the first step in that direction will be to re- 
move the fietory to the raw material. Capital for investment in text- 
ile manufacturing especially would then flow at once into the South. 
fron and steel, which can be made now cheaper in several States of the 
South, as has been shown in this debate, than in Pennsylvania, espe- 


cially pig-iron, would be largely manufactured. Ft is the high tariff 


and its great margin before the competing point with foreign goods is 
reached which enables Northern and Eastern manufacturers to monopo- 
lize the manutacturing industries of the country so far from the raw 
material. Take away tariff protection and their capital would at once 
seek investment in the localities where the raw material is found. 

That is my judgment. I believe that a strictly revenue tariff would 
give us manufacturing industries at the South and throughout the 
Northwest. | believe that this tariff system causes an unhealthy con- 
gestion of industrics in a few favored localities. It is abnormal; it is 
centralizing; and the sooner we restore the equal circulation of all in- 
dustries and the equal distribution of manufacturing by proper legisla- 
tion, as we shall restore it by a strictly revenue tariff, the better for 
the whole country. 

Iience it is that I for one as a citizen not only ef the South but of 
the whole country, glorying in the fact that I am an American citizen, 
desire to see all inequalities created by law removed; every man, and 
woman, and child, every industry, pursuit, and avocation in this coun- 
try left alone, subject only toe general laws having in view the equal 
benetit of all. 

If we only act upon this idea and levy taxes for the one and single 
purpose of collecting revenue to support our Government, and take 
away from the popular mind the impression that when a man wants to 
get rich he ought to come here to Washington and get a law to make 
the people buy what he happens to have to sell; let all men understand, 
to use a homely phrase, that every tab must stand on its own bottom, 
we will have done much toward the restoration of honest and just and 
equal government. 

Senators have said in this debate, and notably the honorable Senator 
from West Virginia [Mr. Davis], that the Democratic fathers were in 
favor of protection. He read from Mr. Jefferson and Mr. Madison, and 
trom Polk and Jackson, in proofof hisassertion, but did not state that the 
tariff of the fathers was avowedly for the protection of infant industries 
and a temporary expedient. He did not recall the historical fact that 
General Jackson signed the compromise bill of 1833 agreed on between 
Mr.Clay and Mr. Calhoun, under which the high tariff was by gradual 
annual reduction to be brought down to an average of 20 percent. in 1842. 
Nor did he advert to the fact that under the administration of Mr. 
Polk, whose great Secretary of the Treasury, Robert J. Walker, chosen 
with the knowledge that he was the ablest advocate in the Union of a 
tariff ‘‘ for revenue only,’’? we had the only strictly revenue tariff the 
country has ever lived under. 

Sir, when the fathers favored protection it was for the great national 
public purpose of securing, maintaining, and perpetuating the independ- 
ence of this country, then in its infancy, surrounded with perils on all 











sides and dependent upon Europe for warlike and other supplies. |; 
was not to enrich monopolists, to erect an aristocracy of wealth, or to 
favor special interests at the expense of the whole people. 

Will the Senator from West Virginia or any other Senator, now whey 
we are confessedly the greatest manufacturing power in the world 
when we have the greatest amount of capital of any country in th. 
world, when we have the greatest resources of any country in the 
world, undertake to say that the reasons which prompted the fathe; 
to enact a tariff law for the protection of ** infant industries”? exist to 
day? I will quote an old law maxim for the honorable Senator's coy. 
sideration: ‘‘ Cessante ratione legis, cessat ipsa lex’’—the reason of th, 
law ceasing, the law itself ceases. 

Not one of the great men who in the early days of the Republic (i) 
great national reasons favored protection ever uttered a word that would 
justify the same policy at the present day, and the effort made to show 
that the doctrine of protection accords with Democratic faith is utter], 
repelled by the great fact that under Democratic administrations, after 
the independence, commercially and in every other way, of the countr, 
had been assured and secured, the tariff in 1846 was reduced to a strict}, 
revenue basis, and maintained, then bringing the greatest possible pros- 


.perity, until the outbreak of the civil war in 1860, when that party went 


out of power. 

The national Democratic convention at Saint Louis and that at Cin- 
cinnati, the two last held, declared the true Democratic doctrine of » 
‘tariff for revenue only.’? Upon this doctrine the State I have the 
honor in part to represent stands and will continue to stand immoy 
ably. We believe in Texas that the honest earnings of men belong oj 
right to them, except so much as is their just proportion for the sup- 
port of the Government, and that while our products must compete in 
the free markets of the world with the products of all other people's, 
without bounty or protection, that we have a right to buy where we 
can buy cheapest, subject only to the right of the Government to col- 
lect revenues for its support. 

We may be wrong in this; the Senator from Georgia [Mr. Brown}, 
not now in his seat, the Senator from New Jersey [Mr. McPHersoy }, 
and the Senator from West Virginia (Mr. Davis], in believing that w: 
ought to be taxed $5 forthe manufacturers for every $1 that goes toth 
Government, may be right. It is an honest difference of opinion. 1; 
I know anything about the people of Texas, they will stand by their 
convictions on this subject asthey ought to do, and as their last Demo- 
cratic convention in its platform pledges them to do. 

Mr. MAXEY. If mycolleague will allow me, I will state that when 
that was passed it was the largest convention ever held in the State, and 
it was adopted without a solitary dissenting voice and with applaus: 
and was indorsed by the whole people. 

Mr. COKE. This is unquestionably true. 

Mr. President, I said a while ago that I was opposed to protecting any 
interest, because I believe the protection of any one interest means thie 
oppression of all the rest. I do not believe that the constitutional! 
power exists in Congress to discriminate purely for protection. Con- 
gress has the constitutional power to levy impost duties. I admit that 
Congress may constitutionally within the revenue standard discriminat: 
but I hold that such discrimination is to the last degree inexpedient and 
unwise, with the single exception of a discrimination against admitted 
luxuries. I would discriminate in favor of nobody, in favor of noth 
ing, for protection. I would raise revenue for the Government in ever) 
legitimate way without discriminating for protection; and when you 
discriminate for protection you have to resort to arguments which were 
used a hundred years ago and which are utterly inapplicable to this time. 

If the Senator from Missouri claims protection for lead and zinc be- 
cause they are in his State, and the Senator from Michigan claims pro- 
tection for lumber because that is the interest of his State, and the Sen- 
ators from Texas claim protection for wool because it is an interest of 
their State, and the Senators from Pennsylvania protection for iron 
because that is a Pennsylvania interest, when you get through the ros- 
ter and have made up your bill you have a high protective tariff which 
robs and plunders four-fifths of the people in the interest of one-fifth 
There is but one way to avoid this result, and that is for the Govern- 
ment to set its face like flint against discriminating for the protection 
of anything or anybody, any pursuit or any industry. 

Any attempt at protection even within the revenue standard has in- 
variably resulted in an omnibus protection bill, under which all the 
people have been robbed for the benefit of the favored few. The ‘‘ you 
tickle me and I tickle you”’ log-rolling process has always been and 
always will be the inevitable result of discriminating for protection. 
The highest protectionist on the other side of the Chamber claims, to 
favor only a revenue tariff, but protection within that limit. The Sen 
ator from one State will vote for protection to the interests of othe: 
States in order to secure votes for the interests of his State. The speci:! 
interests desiring to fatten at the public expense will combine, and 
their united influence extending over the whole country, though not 
embracing one-fifth of the population, will be omnipotent unless the 
people who are to be plundered can be aroused, which can with difli- 
culty be done. 

I read from aspeech made by myself on this subject on the 8b of Feb- 
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ruary last, in this Chamber, toshow how rapidly after the taste of plun- 
der is once had the demands of protected cormorants grow: 


So it was in 1789, when the first tariff law was passed, with an average ad yalo- 
rem duty of 8} per cent., its operation limited to 1796, avowedly “to give our 
infant industries a start,” and only temporary. The very next year tari! duties 
were raised to an average of 11 percent... In 1792 they were raised to 13} per cent. 
In 1816 the average rate of duties was 30 per cent. under additional legislation 
which had been passed in the mean time. Under the tariff of 124 they were 
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this country, you would levy on the manufacturing products of the 
country alone $2,650,000,000 a year, and taking the entire product ot 
every form of industry in the country, you would raise at that rate 
undoubtedly more than $20,000,000,000 « vear. 


Yet the Senator covers 


| up that protection to the industry of his State by saying it is some 


raised to an average of 37 per cent., and under the act of 1828, just forty years after 
the first tariff law had administered an aliment of 8} per cent. as a purely tem- 


“ 


porary expedient to our “infant industries,” the rations of that“ infant’ were 
increased to an average of 41 percent. It is always thus with industries taken 
out of the pure, bracing atmosphere of free competition and healthy, hardy self- 
reliance, into the hot-house of Government protection, to be fed on the stimulus 
of Government bounty—the cry forever is “* More! More!"’ Onthe lithofJuly, 
1832, the tariff was again remodeled in the interest of high protection, and out of 
this act grew the South Carolina nullification troubles. 

I oppose discrimination for protection because it is impossible to dis- 
criminate, it is impossible to recognize that any industry has a right to 
Government aid without surrendering the people to be plundered at 
will. The present tariff law is an example of what follows a recog- 
nition of the right to demand protection in laying impost duties. Under 
it the people have been despoiled of billions upon billions of dollars. 


The pending bill is equally bad, based upon as it is and in many in- | 


stances worse than that proposed by the Tariff Commission, a body of 
men appointed in the interest of the protected classes and in which the 
consumers had no representation. This bill isafraud and asham. It 
reduces slightly some of the duties which were prohibitory but not 
enough to produce revenue, for they are still left in most cases prohib- 
itory. 

It may reduce revenue, but does not diminish the burdens of the 
people, only puts more money into the pockets of the manufacturers. 
Its classifications are adroitly made to conceal and cover up in many 
instances instead of disclosing their true intent and purpose. It is 
sought to force it through in the expiring hours of a Congress which has 
been repudiated by the people, in order to forestall the next Congress 
from giving real relief to the 40,000,000 of consumers of this country. 
I would give one word of advice, whether this bill becomes a law or does 
not, and that is, to continue the agitation of this question, its discus- 
sion; continue to show to the people how they are being plundered 
under the forms of law, and continue to demand of your representatives 
a return to a tariff for revenue only. Victory will crown your efforts 
if they are persistent. 

Mr. HOAR. Mr. President—— 

Mr. HAWLEY. Will the Senator from Massachusetts allow me*to 
make a single correction of something said by the Senator from Texas? 

Mr. HOAR. TL rose for the same purpose. However, I yield to the 
Senator from Connecticut. 

Mr. HAWLEY. I wish to call the attention of the Senator from 
Texas who has just addressed us to a statement he made concerning a 
manufacturing establishment in my State. I understood him to say 
that it divided 200 per cent. in the last two or three years 

Mr. COKE. I read from the Boston Post. 

Mr. HAWLEY. What was the exact figure ’ 
of dividend ? 

Mr. COKE. I will read it exactly as I did before: 

The Willimantic (Connecticut) Chronicle printed the following : ** The amount 


of profit apportioned to the stockholders of the Willimantic Linen Company 
this year is $1,432,000, or 95} per cent. on the par value of January 1, 1882. The 


Was it 200 percent, 





| tree-list. 


total profit of the stockholders for the past three years is $2,525,000, which is 202 


per cent. on the par value of January 1, 1880.”’ 

Mr. HAWLEY. That company has been enlarging its capital, call- 
ing in subscriptions, and building a new business. 
the profits, that is a comie-almanac exaggeration. 
it if I were in the Senator’s place. 

Mr. HOAR. Mr. President, the Senator from Texas has made a 
speech in which he has complained that the people in his State are taxed; 
that they want no protection, and they do not want to be taxed for the 
protection of other people. He claims that they pay an enormous t:x 
tor the benefit of the manufacturers of other sections of the country, 
and as for him and the people of Texas expressing their voice through 
the Democratic convention, they are for a tariff for revenue only. He 
says they can raise their sugar, their cotton, their wool, &c., without 
any protection. That Senator voted for a protection on sugar—— 

Mr. COKE. Mr. President 

Mr. HOAR. Let me finish my statement. 
a chance to reply. 

Mr. COKE. I think it due me— 

Mr. HOAR. That Senator voted for protection on sugar, only say 
ing that he did it for revenue only, at the rate of nearly or quite 50 
per cent. on the dollar ad valorem, between 40 and 50 per cent. 

Mr. COKE. Will the Senator accord me the same courtesy that ! 
accorded him ? 

Mr. HOAR. When I get through with my statement. The Sena- 
tor desired to complete and did complete his statement before he yielded 
tome. I am going tostate the pointand then [ will accord the Senator 
the floor. 

If the amount of protection on sugar which the Senator from Texas 


I would not print 





The Senator will have 


says he votes for revenue simply were applied to all the products of 


As to the extent of 
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thing he does for revenue only. 

Before a single manufacturing establishment in New England can 
work up a pound of wool into cloth it pays every year a tribute of 
$4,000,000,000 to the State of Texas alone; and yet the Senator un 
dertakes to tell us that he and his people do not want any protection 
and do not get any, and the things that are done tor them are done for 
revenue only 

Mr. COKE. Mr. President 

Mr. HOAR. If the Senator wishes to correct any statement I have 
made, I will yield to him. I do not yield, of course, for an argument 
I will yield the floor for two minutes 

Mr. COKE. I simply desire to say that the Senator is utterly mis 
taken iy attributing to me an intention to protect any interest in voting 
fora duty on sugar. Ninety per cent. of the sugar used in this country 
isimported. It goes through the custom-house, pays duty tothe Govern 
ment, and it goes out and is paid for by the consumer. The consumers 
pay the duty, it is truea large duty, but $9 out of every $10 that is paid 
goes to the use of the Government. I call that a strictly revenue duty 
I disclaim the idea of intending to protect anything or anybody: m 
purpose was only to raise revenue in voting for the duty on sugar 

Mr. HOAR. I understand the Senator merely repeats what he said 
yesterday. [ am testing whether the Senator deceives himself 
whether it is not the fact that the sugar industry is in his neighbor! 
and is extending into his State which brings him and his people to th 
result. 

Mr. COKE. If the Senator will permit me, | will state 
are only ten sugar plantations in Texas. 

Mr. HOAR. I know; but the Senator expects a great many in the 
course of years, and he expects them to grow up; he spoke of it as one 
of the industries of his State. I say the Senator deceives himself, and 
he is a marvelous instance of self-delusion when he believes, as he un 
doubtedly and honestly does, that he has voted for a sugar tax of from 
10 to 50 per cent. for revenue only and not to protect that industry in 
his neighborhood, when the logic of that, if it were a vote for revenue 
only, would require him to vote to raise on the manulaetured products 
of this countryat least $2,600,000,000 a year, and over $20,000,000, 000 
if it was extended to all products 

Is there any reason, if weare taxing for revenue only, whi 


ris 


and 
onl 


oe 
Weshotuld 
not tax one productof human industry, one man’s property, one man’s 
result, at the same ad valorem rate as every other man’s? It 


makes | 


no difference to me whether I am to buy a barrel of sugar that came ° 


through the Boston custom-house, or whether I am to buy a barrel of 
flour that came to Boston from the West, if it is revenue only and you 
tax one and not the other for the sake of protection 

There is not, as I said, a pound of wool worked up in a Massachu 
setts factory that the people ot New England do not pay, before they 
do that, every year > 4,000,000 to protect the wool of the State of Texas, 
and I have not heard of a motion from that State to put wool on the 
Is that revenue only 7 

Mr. COKE. If the Senator will allow me 

Mr. HOAR. Is 

Mr. COKE. If 
sition. 

Mr. HOAR lam making my argument now 

Mr. COKE. If you will vote to put the manufactures ot 
per cent., I will vote to put wool on the free-list 

Mr. HOAR Does the Senator’s vote depend upon other men’s 
or does he vote what he thinks right himself? Suppose we do not vote 
to put the manufactured woolens at 25 per cent. ad valorem, then hy 
votes to keep wool on the tariff and protect it, and his vote i pro 
tectionist vote and he represents a largely protected State clinging, 
whatever may be its professions, to its polic ve t protection. ld 
mean to impute to his constituents or to him a 
in their own mind. They are an honset people 

Mr. FRYE. If the Senator will allow me a word right there, | do 
not believe there is a woolen manufacturer in New England who would 
not accept with the utmost pleasure the propositfon of the Senator from 
Texas- I ye recent. on wool n croods 

Mr. HOAR. I for the sake of ealling the Senator's attention 
not only to the ease where he has misled himself but to the marvelous 
manner in which somebody else has misled him 
to the Senate that Mr. William M. Evarts, late Secretary of State, had 
made in a letter to which he referred the declaration that the wage 
the English laboring 3 cood or better than ours in regard 
to one class of manufacturing industry; and that the purchasing power 
of the English kiborer’s wages was considerably greater there than th 
purchasing power of the corresponding amount in this country. The 
Senator did not have the letter of Mr. Evarts before him. He read 
some sentences culled out by somebody else from their proper cont 
and those sentences certainly misled him 
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Senator stopped when he spoke of it. It is true that Mr. Evarts says 
in that statement that the English laborer has more food and better 
food than he had twenty years ago; that he gets more meat, three times 
as much; but whether that meat was then once in six months or once 
a month he does not state. Here are the sentences before and after 
the sentence which the Senator from Texas has read. Here is an ex- 
tract from the consul at Bristol. Mr. Evarts says, speaking of some 
workmen having gone back to England: 

The few Americans who did go were repaid for their venture by much humil- 
intion and suffering, as the many reports from our consuls in England have tes- 
tified; so that there is scarcely any need to refute the foregoing fallacy by any 
further consular testimony; but the consul at Bristol puts the question in so 
graphic a manner that I can not refrain from quoting his words: 

‘No laborer should allow himself to be enticed, by imagining that he could 
better his condition by leaving the United States to return to his native country, 
if born in Europe. A number of such laborers and also some mechanics have, 
during the last two years, called upon this consulate for help to get back to the 
United States, cursing the day when they left America for Europe, where neither 
milk nor honey is owing. Compared with Europe, the United States is a para- 
dise for a sober and faithful workingman.” 

Then follows the sentence which the Senator read. Here is‘what Mr. 
Evarts adds in the next sentence: 

There would seem to be no disposition to lay anything by for the “ rainy day,” 
the English workingman never stinting himself in his food, as on the continent, 
for the purpose of laying by a reserve. This disposition of living each day in 
itself—coupled with the periodic strikes, which break up the even run of wages 
and bring so much suffering to his wifeand children—renders the life of the 
English workingman a spasmodicstruggle forexistence; and it may be doubted 
whether the family of the average English laborer or mechanic isany better off, 
year in and year out, than the family of the German or French laborer or me- 
echanic. 

Then, after dealing with England still further, he comes to Ireland, 
and here is what he says of the food and food-prices there: 

In regard to the food-prices in Ireland and in the United States it is enough to 
say that the principal part of the food used by the workingmen of Ireland comes 
from the United States, 

In regard to the manner and cost of living of the working people, the consul 
at Cork says: 2 

* The food is made up of a selection from tea, bread, oat-meal, potatoes, dried 
lish, and among the poorer classes a coarse Indian meal instead of oat-meal, at 
an average expense to each person of l4cents perday. The mechanic payssome- 
thing more for his lodging, but in other respects his living is the same as the 
laborer,” 

The consul at Londonderry writes: 

* The food of all laborers here is Indian meal (principally), oat-meal, potatoes, 
and bacon next. Tea may be said to be in universal use.” 

With wages almost equal to those paidin England and Scotland, the food of 
the working people of Ireland is much inferior to the food of the English work- 
ing people, lacking the solidity of meat, cheese, beer, &c., consumed in such com- 
paratively large proportions by the latter. 


Then he comes to Scotland: 


In regard to the manner of life of the agricultural laborers I would specially 
refer you to that part of Consul Robeson's report which treats upon this subject. 
Their food consists of oat-meal, milk, and potatoes, with a little meat and r 
sometimes added, The consul remarks that were it not for extravagance in dress 
the Scotch farm laborers could save considerable money, and that on the whole 
they are the opposite of saving and thrifty. 

In turning from the agricultural to the mechanical and manufacturing classes 
in the great trade centers of Scotland, it will be noted by comparison that wages 
seem to be a trifle higher than the rates prevailing in England; but if the great 
depression in the manufacturing interests of Scotland are taken into considera- 
tion, together with consequent short time and enforced idleness, it might be 
— — whether the average rates of wages in Scotland would equal those of 

gland. 

Then he gives the weekly wages paid in Scotland, having given En- 
gland and Ireland and the cost of food, after which he says: 

While the foregoing table shows the rates of wages in New York and Chicago 
to be on an average once and a half as much as the rates in Scotland, the prices 
of the necessaries of life are higher in Scotland than in the United States, 


The honorable Senator stated that the British merchants and manu- 
facturers under free trade were extending into Mexico. I dare say it 
is true, and if the policy which the Senator advocates were pursued 
they would make a Mexico of the whole of the United States. 

Mr. COKE. I suggest to the Senator before he sits down that he has 
confined his remarks solely to what Mr. Evarts said. I also quoted 
Blaine. I should like to hear him on that point. 

Mr. HOAR. I have not referred to Mr. Blaine’s letter; and if the 
Senator quoted that as accurately as he did Mr. Evarts’s I do not think 
I need to do so. 

Mr. COKE. I read from both of them the very language. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr. WILLIAMs in the chair). The 
question is on agreeing to the amendment of the Senator from Tennes- 
see [Mr. HARRIS]. 

Mr. BECK. Before the vote is taken I desire to place on the record 
again so that there can be no mistake about it, in answer to all the ar- 
gument that has been made as to the necessity of an increase of taxa- 
tion upon a higher grade of goods, and the necessity of keeping up the 
present rate on cotton thread, yarns, &c., what the manufacturers of 
New England themselves have said in regard to this matter, and which 
was laid officially before the House of Representatives, when they fur- 
nished their schedule and sent it there by General Banks, stating that 
upon their thread, yarns, warps, &c., they asked and consented to a 
reduction of 20 per cent. ad valorem, and the present rate is 47 per cent. 
I read the schedule they furnished presented by General Banks, which 
be said was given to him by more than 120 corporations and firms of 
woolen and cotton manufacturers of their own choice and after repeated 





conferences representing all the interests of the textile fabrics of this 
country. 

Again, and this answers the Senator from Ohio, the Senator from 
Rhode Island, and the Senator from New Jersey, who have been de- 
manding in the name of labor an increase from 35 per cent. up to 45 
per cent. upon the higher classes of these goods, he laid before the House 
a proposition to reduce the duty on cotton cords, gimps, galloons, and 
cotton laces 5 per cent. from the present rate, 35 per cent., asking the 
duty to be reduced to 30, now made 45 per cent. by this schedule. On 
cotton shirts, drawers, hosiery, &c., the present rate being 35 per cent. 
he asked a reduction of 5 per cent. ad valorem; on cotton velvet, rated 
at 35 per cent., a reduction of 5 per cent. ad valorem; on cotton braids 
insertings, lace, trimmings, bobbinet, and all manufactures of cotton! 
at a present rate of 35 per cent. ad valorem, he desired that to remain: 
and then comes the exception that these gentlemen haveclamored so to 
raise to 45 per cent. to keep the American laborer from starving. 

Five years ago, when their machinery was not as good as it is now, 
when they were not as well off as they are now, for it was at the close 
of the five years, I think, from 1873 to 1878, when bankruptcies were 
increasing all over the land, they laid this proposition dewn and the 
only exception made in relation to the proposed reduction of duties was 
the braids, laces, trimmings, or bobbinets, ‘comparatively new, deli- 
cate, difficult, and expensive fabrics; and other manufactures of cot- 
ton not otherwise provided for in theschedule of the manufactures they 
propose shall remain at present rate, 35 per cent. ad valorem.’’ Ye 
I have been told twenty times to-day on the floor that unless we in- 
crease the present rate from 35 per cent. to 45 per cent. we are labor- 
ing in the interest of English operators, of importing houses, and dis- 
regarding the interests of the laboring men of this country, and it is 
asserted that these one hundred and twenty firms in New England, in 
the schedule they themselves furnished five years ago, did not know 
what they wanted, and were themselves in the interest of foreign im- 
porters and English paupers when they demanded a reduction of 5 per 
cent. upon all these things that it is sought now to put at45 per cent., 
or an increase in the duty of 28 per cent. over the present rates, when 
those manufacturers demanded a reduction to 30 per cent. upon all but 
one grade and asked that that might be allowed to remain as it was. 

I said this morning that I believed in ding-dong. That is the third 
time I have put that in the RecorpD. The country will understand it 
and will understand that the manufacturers do not desire to have this 
proposed increase made; and that it is only a body of men here who are 
determined to make the American consumer pay more than the New 
England manufacturer even asks or demands for all these classes of 

ods. 
oONr. ALDRICH. Mr. President, I have heard the Senator from Ken- 
tucky make the statement which he now makes as many as three or 
four times since I have been a member of the Senate. 

Mr. BECK. Yes, I have read it from the official statements. 

Mr. ALDRICH. I holdin my handa copy of the schedule prepared 
by certain manufacturers in New England in 1878, and which was sent 
by them to the Committee of Ways and Means of the House of Repre- 
sentatives. 

Mr. BECK. In what year? 

Mr. ALDRICH. In 1878. 

Mr. BECK. This was in 1878, May 14, laid officially before the 
House by General Banks, taken from the Recorp. 

Mr. ALDRICH. The report to which I refer is dated December 31, 
1877, and the duties proposed by the schedule were higher than that 
of the committee now reported and before the Senate. On fine cotton 
yarns, it is true, that the first statement sent by these manuiacturers 
did put a lower rate than the bill now before the Sonate, but these 
people themselves, by a supplemental report and a supplemental re- 
quest to General Banks, the evidence of which I hold in my hands in 
two letters, proposed a schedule in behalf of the manufacturers which 
was higher than the rates which we pow ask the Senate to adopt. | 
will not stop to read the letters, but I will put them in the Recorp 
as proof that the manufacturers themselves at that time asked a greater 
rate of duty upon fine cotton than is now proposed in this bill, 
and they also asked a higher rate of duty on the whole schedule o/ 
cotton cloth than we now propose in this bill. 

The papers submitted by Mr. ALDRICH are as follows: 


Boston, January 12, 1878. 
Dear Sir: I have your favor of the llth instant. I had thought of the same 
plan as you suggest, 7. ¢., an increase of the specific duty, if the ad valorem duty 
was done away with; but it was under the impression that a serious reduction 
was to be made, with too little regard to the necessities of the case, that I sug- 
the retention of merely the present specific duty. I saw yesterday Mr. 
rrows, of the Willimantic Linen Company, and he said he had seen Mr. W ood, 
and that after explaining the case to him Mr. Wood expressed himself as satisfied 
if only asmall reduction were made, The Willimantic Linen Company propose 
that the ad valorem duties on both yarn and spool-cotton be done away with, 
and that the duty on 100-yard spool-cotton be 9 cents per dozen, and on 200-yard 
18 cents; that the duties on yarns be as follows: 
On yarn valued at 40 cents and under, 15 cents per pound. 
On yarn valued at over 40 cents and under 60 cents, 25 cents per pound. 
On yarn valued at over 60 cents and under 70 cents, 35 cents per pound. 
On yarn valued at over 70 cents and under 80 cents, 45 cents per pound. 
On yarn valued at over 80 cents, 60 cents _ pound, 
his seems to be a satisfactory schedule of rates to apply to the present clauses 
of the act as it now is in force.” I think it will be best to advocate the schedule 
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of mtes here stated, as suggested by the Willimantic Linen Company. They are | 


entitled to a careful consideration by the United States as well as yourself, and 
poth of you have a claim above that of either Clark or Coats, it seems to me. 


Perhaps you can see or write to N. P. Banks on the subject. Heisonthe sub- | 


committee, and I propose to write to him. 
Yours, truly, 
ARTHUR T. LYMAN, Treasurer. 

TimoTHY MERRICK, Esq., Treasurer. 

I think the duty should be so much per hank, but in the present state of the 
civil service I do not believe this could or would be applied properly 

Boston, January 12, 1878. 
DEAR Sir: A paper — by many of the largest cotton manufacturing com- 
ies in this region; addressed to the chairman of Committee on Ways and 

eans, has been sent to you, and, at Mr. Dalton’s request, I suggested a rate for 
reduced duties on spool-cotton and cotton yarns, warps, thread in skein, &e. 
Presuming that a heavy reduction would be insisted upon, I suggested that, if 
such reduction must be made, the ad valorem duties might be done away with. 
] was well aware that this left too low a rate for the adequate protection of the 
fine cotton yarn and fine thread trade, but signed the paper for the reason 
stated, and without having time to consult with the Willimantic Linen Com- 
pany and the other spinners of fine yarns, as the signatures were wanted at 
once, and I was the only spinner near Boston interested in this particular clause 
of the present tariff. I should have suggested, what I find the Willimantic 
Linen Company has suggested, that the specific rates be slightly increased, 
while the ad valorem rates were done away with, except that I did not sup- 


pose that yl nominal, advance in rate would be considered. I inclose a | 


per from the Willimantic Company giving the rates suggested by them. 
Mirese rates Lapprove of. They are less than the present total rate, and in fine 
numbers certainly none too high forthe purpose. | think thatif the recent tariff 
acts had not actually forced over to this country the fine spinning now running 
here the question would be quite different. What is stated in the Willimantic 
Company’s cireular inclosed is substantially correct, only I believe that with 
free trade the six-cord thread, like many other things, would be very much 
lower; it can not be made in this country as cheap asin England. This, how- 
ever, is not the point under consideration, The signers of the r sent to 
you are chiefly, as you are well aware, makers of cloth, using what we in the 
thread and fine-yarn trade consider coarse yarns (Li's to 30's largely, aver ‘ 
I suppose, under 20's). They have a slight advantage in cotton over the 
manufacturer, and but litle disadvantage in their plain fabrics in the mi: 
wages, whereas in fine work we have a very heavy disady age im the matt 
of wages and the supply of skilled operatives, and we also have a decided dis- 
advantage in the matter of cotton, the Liverpool! market offering a great variety 
of long-staple cotton fit for fine numbers, while there is practically no such 
market at all in this country. Ihave suggested striking out the phrase * not 
wound upon spools” in the yarn clause of the act, because it has been held by 
the custom-house that warps, &c., wound on imumense spools (abouttwo fect long 
were articles not provided for, and paid only 3 per cent. Thread for winding 
in this country on to small spools for spool-cotton has been so imported. I think 
there should be no reduction in the rate on articles of cotton not otherwise pro 
vided for, because the imported articles are so complicated in their character 
that something clearly intended for a detinite dut y by some change in 
mode of manufacture or method of putting up be apparently excluded from its 
proper place (asin the case of warps on spoo!s) and be thrown among articles 
not otherwise provided for, and as the acts enter into great detail, it can be no 
hardship to have a decidedly high rate for unspecified articles. The Willimanti 
Linen Company, the Merrick Thread Company, the Coats (Conant) Thrend 
Company, and George A. Clark & Brother all spin fine yarns, but wholly for 
use in thread. J also spin fine yarns for thread, but a large part of my business 























is making fine warps. In this branch they have perhaps a greater advantage 
in England than in thread, but I should be satisfied with the rates suggested in 
the circular of the Wiilimantic Linen Company herewith. They have put it 
“thread yarn valued, &c.,”’ because that alone is what they were considering ; 
the rates apply of course to the whole of clause 28 of section 20+. All of these 
matters are closely tied together. The demand for warps is chiefly for dress 
goods, alpacas, &c., large new industries started here by the tariff and needing 
decided protection if to be carried on here. What I have said, with the inclosed 

pers, gives, I believe, the true state of the case. Personally I do not believe 
ao system of protection, but whatever be the correct theory, the actual state 
of the industries of the country, and the circumstances under which they have 
arisen, must be taken into consideration. 

Yours, respectfully, 
ARTHUR T. LYMAN, 
Treasurer of Hadle u Ct mpany 
Hon, N. P. BANKS, Washington, D.C. 


Mr. BECK. I will again put side by side with that General Banks's 
proposition made to the House of Representatives, he himself being a 


member of the Committee on Ways and Means, proposing to make a | 


reduction to 30 percent. upon all these things, the goods that Senators 


now propose to make pay 45 per cent., and the two statements can go | 


side by side. Here it is: 
The following is a schedule of the reductions proposed by New England manu- 
facturers : 


The plan proposed by New England manufacturers in the schedule to which | 


I have referred, and which I have not time to read at length, as I should like to 


do, suggests reduction of duties onthe various fabrics of (heir manufacture sub- | 


stantially as follows: 

1, On all manufactures of cotton except jeans, denims, &c., not bleached, eol- 
ored, or printed, &c., and not exceeding one hundred threads to the square inch, 
present rate 5 cents, 5} cents, 5} cents specific, and 10 per cent. ad velorem, a re- 
duction of 50, 45.45, and 27.27 per cent., and 10 per cent. ad valorem. 

2. On finer and lighter goods of like deseription and present duties nearly the 
same a reduction of 40, 36.35, 18.18, and 20 per cent. ad valorem 

3. On goods of like description of higher qualities, present duty nearly the 
same, 20, 18.18, and 20 per cent. ad valorem. 

4. On jeans, denims, drillings, ginghams, &c., bleached, stained, or printed, a 
reduction of 50, 46.15, 30.75, and 10 per cent. ad valorem. 

5. On similar goods of lighter and finer descriptions a reduction of 28.57, 20, 15 
and 5 per cent. ad valorem. 

6. On cotton thread, yarn, warps, &c., 20 per cent. ad valorem. 

7. On spool-thread of cotton a reduction of 30 and 35 per cent. ad valorem. 

8. On cotton cords, gimps, galloons, and cotton laces, present rate 35 percent., 
a reduction of 5 per cent. ad valorem. 





9. On cotton shirts, drawers, hosiery, &c., present rate > per cent., a reduction 
' 


of 5 per cent. ad valorem. 

10. On cotton velvet, present rate 35 per cent., a reduction of 5 per cent. ad va- 
lorem. 

11. On cotton braids, insertings, lace, trimmings, bobbinet, and all manufact- 
ures of cotton, at present rate, 35 per cent. ad valorem. 


| 
cate, difficult, and expensive fabrics; and other manufactures of cotton not other 
| wise provided for in the schedules of the manufacturers Uhey propose shall rc 
main at present rate, 3> per cent. ad valorem 

Mr. ALDRICH. The only reduction to which General Banks alluded 
| Was a taking off of the ad valorem duty, which was 10 per cent. in one 
| case and 20 per cent. in certain other cases. 
| Mr. BECK. There can be no dispute about his language. Hesays 
| The following is a schedule of the reductions proposed by New England naa 
ufacturers, 

Mr. ALDRICH. The reduction to which the Senator alludes was 
on cotton cloth, and, as I have already shown this morning, the reduc 
tion proposed by the committee bill is over 60 per cent. on the same 

| goods. 
| Mr. BECK. ‘Threads and yarns,” it is all there. I am willing to 
let it stand on the record. 
‘The PRESIDING OFFICER. The question is on the amendment 
| of the Senator from Tennessee [ Mr. Harris] 
| Mr. HOAR. [ask for the yeas and nays 

The yeas and nays were ordered, and the Principal Legislative Clerk 
proceeded to call the roll. 
Mr. BECK (when his name was called). Iam paired with the Sena 
| tor from Maine [Mr. HALE], and I will withhold my vote to sce if he 
| enters the Chamber betore the roll-call is concluded 
| Mr. VANCE (when Mr. CALL’s name was called The Senator 


| from Florida [| Mr. CALL] is paired with the Senator from lowa {Mr 
| McDILu}. 

| Mr. HAMPTON (when his name was called Lam paired with the 
Senator from Illinois | Mr. LoGAN ]. 

Mr. HARRIS (when his name was called). I am paired with the 
Senator from Michigan [Mr. Ferry], but the Senator trom Delaware 

| (Mr. SAULSBURY] being absent I have transferred the pair to him 
vote *‘ yea.”’ 

Mr. HILL (when his name was called I am paired with the Sen 
ator from Arkansas [|Mr. WALKER]. 

Mr. MCPHERSON (when Mr. JONAS’s name was called rhe Sen 
ator from Louisiana | Mr. JONAS] is paired with my colleague [Mi 
SEWELL } Che Senator from Louisiana would vot yea’? and th 
Senator trom New Jersey would vote ‘‘nay 

Mr. ROLLINS (when Mr. KELLOGG’s name was called). ‘The Se 
ator from Louisiana |Mr. KELLOGG] is paired with the Ss r irom 
Florida | Mr. JONES 

Mr. FRYE (when Mr. MceDivi name was called The Senator 
from lowa | Mi McD j Is paire L with the Senator from North Caro 
lina [Mr. Vaz 

Mr. RANSOM (when his name was called I am paired with the 
Senator from Minnesota | Mr. MCMILLAN] 

Mr. ROLLENS (when his name was called I Suppo d that the Sen 
ator from Louisiana | Mr. Kt LLOGG | Was not paired, and L transterred 


| to him my pair with the Senator from Florida [Mr. Jones]; but Lun 
derstand he is paired with the Senator from Oregon [Mr. SLATER]; 


therefore I announce my pair with the Senator from Florida [M1 
| JONES]. The Senator from Louisiana [Mr. KELLOGG] is paired with 
| the Senator from Oregon | Mr. SLATER]. 
| Mr. SAWYER (when his name was called). I am paired for the 
time being with the Senator from California [Mr. FARLEY]. I havea 
right to vote if my vote shall be necessary to make a quorum, however 
| Mr. SLATER (when his name was called). I am paired with the 
Senator from Louisiana [| Mr. KELLOGG] for the evening. If he wer 
here, I should vote ** yea.’ 
| Mr. WILLIAMS (when his name was called I am paired with the 
Senator from Nevada [| Mr. JONES] temporarily. 
The roll-call was concluded. 
Mr. VANCE. As heretofore announced, the Senator from Floridia 
[Mr. CALL] is paired with the Senator from Iowa [| Mr. McDILu] 
Mr. HARRISON. [am paired with the Senator from Mississippi 
[ Mr. LAMAR]. If he were present, lL should vote “nay | havea 
right to vote if there is no quorum. 
Mr. ROLLINS. ‘There is not near a quorum 
Mr. SAWYER. I vote ‘‘nay,”’ to make a quoru: 
Mr. PLUMB. [I am paired with the Senator from Mi iri { Mx 
Vest]. 
Mr. SAWYER Che Senator has a right to vote to make a quorum ? 
Mr. PLUMB. Yes. 
Mr. SAWYER. ‘There is not a quorum voting 
Mr. ROLLINS. I transfer my pair with the Senator from Florida 
[Mr. JONES] to the Senator from Kansas | Mr. INGALLS], and vote for 


"| the purpose of making a quorum 


Mr. HARRISON I am told there is no quorum voting, 2nd under 
my arrangement I have a right to vote under those circumstances. | 
| therefore vote *‘ nay.’ 


make a quorum. ‘This way of voting on one side of the question while 
| the other side is absolutely silent because of pairs I do not quite like 
I hope as gentlemen are voting to make a quorum on the other side 


The last is the only exception made in relation to the proposed reduction of | Of the Chamber the gentlemen upon this side will also be allowed te 


duties; they are braids, laccs, trimmings, or bobbinets, comparatively new, deli- 


vote. 


Mr. HARRIS. I hope every Democrat who is paired will vote te 


oo Bot eet ia ne ae 








1974 


Mr. ALLISON. 
make a quorum. 

Mr. HARRIS. I have voted, but my pair has been transferred. 

Mr. ANTHONY. Has any Senator on this side voted to make a 
quorum where it was not in the compact that he was to vote if his vote 
were necessary to make a quorum ? 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Chair does not undertake to de- 
cide that question. 


I hope the Senator from Tennessee will vote to 


Mr, ROLLINS. —[ voted after transferring my pair to another Sena- 
tor 
Mr. PLUMB. I suppose under the usage here I should have the 


right to transfer the pair which I have with the Senator from Missouri 
| Mr. Vest] to some other Senator, for the purpose of voting to make 
a quorum, although I understand | might have that right any way by 
the agreement as made. I transfer the pair to the Senator from Ne- 
vada (Mr. JONES]. 

Mr. ROLLINS. The Senator from Nevada | Mr. 
with the Senator from Kentucky [Mr. WILLIAMs]. 

Mr. PLUMB. 
from Nevada and another Senator, I refrain from voting. 

Mr. BECK. | insist on the result being announced. I shall protest 
against the pairs being broken in this way. I am paired, and I can 
not honorably vote. Lam paired with the Senator from Maine [ Mr. 
HALE] 

Mr. HOAR. Has any Senator voted to make a quorum who had not 
reserved the right to do that ? 

Mr. HARRISON. Does the Senator from Kentucky intimate that 
any Senator who was paired has voted to make a quorum unless where 
the right was expressly stipulated ? 

Mr. BECK, Not at all. 

Mr. HARRISON. Then why is the Senator talking about our violat- 
ing our pairs? 


Mr. BECK. Lam not speaking about any individual Senator. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. Debate is not in order. 
Mr. BECK. We have a bona fide bare majority in the Senate, and we 


can not transact business without a quorum on any such arrangement 
us that 


Mr. HOAR.  L rise to a point of order. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. This debate is not in order. 

Mr. HARRIS. Let the result be announced. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER, The question of pairs is a matter of 


honor between Senators which the Chair can not decide. 

Mr. SAWYER. I will state that I was paired—— 

Mr. COCKRELL. I insist that the list be called and the 
nounced. 

Mr. SAWYER. But the right was expressly reserved—— 

Mr. COCKRELL. I insist that the list shall be ealled, and that ex- 
cuses be made afterward. Let us have some order. 

The Acting Secretary read the names of Senators voting ** 
‘nay’? respectively. 

Mr. RANSOM. Lam paired, as I stated during the roll-call, with 
the Senator from Minnesota [Mr. MCMILLAN], but I feel under the cir- 
cumstances, and I know that he would be satisfied with it, that I have 
a right to vote to make a quorum, as other Senators have done. I vote 
** yea.”? 

Mr. ALLISON. ‘The Senator from Maine [Mr. HALE] is absent nec- 
essarily for a little while, but will soon return. On his behalf I release 
the Senator from Kentucky [Mr. Breck] from his pair, so that he may 
vote. 

Mr. BECK. Lam paired with the Senator from Maine [Mr. HALE] 
without any reservation. 

The result was announced—yeas 13, nays 24 


result an- 


yea’? and 


: as follows: 
YEAS—15. 
Barrow, 


Coke, Maxey, Vance. 
Bayard, George, Morgan, 
Call, Harris, Pugh, 
Cockrell, Jackson, Ransom, 

NAYS- 
Aldrich, Davis of I11., Harrison, Morrill, 
Allison, Davis of W. Va., Hawley, Platt, 
Anthony, Dawes, Iloar, Rollins, 
Blair, Edmunds, Lapham, Sawyer, 
Cameron of Wis., Frye, MeDill, Sherman, 
Conger, Gorman, McPherson, Tabor. 
ABSENT— 

Beek, Grover, Lamar, Saunders, 
Brown, Hale, Logan, Sewell, 
Butler, Hampton, Me Millan, Slater, 
Camden, Hill, Mahone, Van Wyck, 
Cameron of Pa, Ingalls, Miller of Cal., Vest, 
Fair, Johnston, Miller of N. Y., Voorhees, 
Farley, Jonas, Mitchell, Walker, 
Ferry, Jones of Florida, Pendleton, Williams, 
Garland Jones of Nevada, Plumb, Windom. 


Groome, Kellogg, 


The PRESIDING OFFICER. 

Mr. EDMUNDS 
dent. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. 


Saulsbury, 


There is not a quorum voting. 
Call the Senate according to the rule, Mr, Presi- 


The Secretary will call the roll. 
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The Acting Secretary called the roll and the following Senators re. 
sponded to their names: 


Aldrich, Conger, Hawley, Pugh, 

| Allison, Davis of Ill., Hill, Ransom, 
Anthony, Davis of W. Va., Hoar, Rollins, 
Bayard, Dawes, Lapham, Sawyer, 
Beck, Edmunds, McDill, Sherman, 
Blair Frye, McPherson, Tabor, 

| Call, George, Morgan, Vance, 

| Cameron of Wis, Hampton, Morrill, Williams. 

| Cockrell, Harris, Platt, 

| Coke, Harrison, Plumb, 


| The PRESIDING OFFICER. Thirty-eight Senators have responded 
| to their names—not a quorum. 
| Mr. EDMUNDS. I move that the absent Senators be sent for 

| Mr. CAMDEN appeared and recorded his name as present. 

| The PRESIDING OFFICER. <A quorum is now present. 

| Mr. EDMUNDS. I withdraw the motion, there being a quorum 
Let the roll be called over again on the amendment. 

Mr. BECK. It is not in order to call the absent Senators. It is ob 
vious (and that was all I meant to say) that there is pot an unpaired 
quorum in the Senate; and when we are dealing with paragraphs in 
this tariff bill involving hundreds of thousands of dollars, if not mil]- 
ions, & pair with a reserved right on one side to vote on the absence of 
the other who would vote on the other side can not by any possibility 
give a fair expression of the vote on that side. If a call of the Senate can 
| he proceeded with so that gentlemen who are paired can be brought 
| back, then the vote will be cast and counted according to the wishes of 
| the Senate. 

I did not mean to reflect on any gentleman unkindly when | said that 
this was unfair. If, for example, I should vote in the absence of the 
Senator from Maine, who is necessarily absent, it would be one more 
vote for the proposition of the Senator from Tennessee, ard that might 
be the casting vote, and carry the measure merely because of my voting 
tomake a quorum, whereas if he were here his vote would defeat it. | 
| should not feel that that measure had been fairly carried by my voting 
in his absence and carrying a measure that I knew he would prevent 
if here. It was only for that reasonthat I wanted to have a quorum of 
| unpaired Senators. 
| Mr. ALLISON. I desire to say that knowing the necessary absence 
of the Senator from Maine, knowing his views on the general subject in 
reference to this bill, I feel justified in absolutely releasing the Senator 
from Kentucky from the pair. 

Mr. BECK. Task the Senator from Iowa this one question: If the 
roll-call was a tie and my vote was the deciding one in the absence of 
the Senator from Maine, and that vote made a quorum, does he think | 
should be right in voting ? 





Mr. ALLISON. That does not happen to be the case. 
| Mr. BECK. It might be the case. 


Mr. ALLISON. It might be; and then of course 1 would consider 
that question if it arose. 

Mr. BECK. That is the question that troubles me. 

Mr, ALLISON. That is not the question here. 

Mr. BECK. I can not tell until the roll-call is completed that it is 
not the case, and I have no right to know how the vote stands. 

Mr. MCPHERSON. We have now been in session since 11 0’clock 
this morning. Evidently there is no disposition on the part of the Sen- 
ate to remain here and continue the consideration of the bill; certainly 
we can make no satisfactory progress in the present condition of affairs 
I therefore move that the Senate do now adjourn. 

Mr. MORRILL. LI hope not. It was clearly understood this morn- 
ing that we were to have a late session, and if there is any fault about 
it it is the fault of the absentees. 

Mr. HAWLEY. There are gentlemen dining who will be here soon 

Mr. MCPHERSON. I think we are frittering away our time with 
less than a quorum present, having had one call. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. There is a quorum present now. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. Let the question be put. 

Mr. BECK. There is not an unpaired quorum here. 

Mr. MCPHERSON. We are dealing with too large a subject to be 
disposed of by less than a quorum. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore (at 6 o'clock and 54 minutes). 
Senator from New Jersey moves that the Senate adjourn. 

The motion was not agreed to. 

Mr. DAVIS, of West Virginia. I thought it was agreed upon this 
morning that we should remain here until a reasonably late hour to- 
night. ‘T see several Senators coming in. I hope we shall proceed with 
business. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. Let the roll be called over again on the amend- 
ment of the Senator from Tennessee. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The question is on the amendment 
of the Senator from Tennessee [Mr. HAR Ris], upon which the yeas and 
nays have been ordered. 

The Principal Legislative Clerk penevuted to call the roll. 

Mr. BECK (w hen his name was called). Iam paired with the Sen- 
ator from Maine [Mr. HALE]. I should vote ‘‘yea’’ if it were not for 
the pair. 

Mr. BUTLER (when his name was called). 


The 





I am paired with the 
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Senator from Pennsylvania [Mr. CAMERON], and therefore I decline to | 


vote. 

Mr. HAMPTON (when his name was called). [ am paired with the 
Senator from Illinois [Mr. LoGaN]. 

Mr. HILL (when his name was called). 
tor from Arkansas [Mr. WALKER]. 

Mr. JONAS (when his name was called 
ator from New Jersey [Mr. SEWELL]. 

Mr. MCMILLAN (when his name was called). I am paired with the 
Senator from North Carolina [Mr. RANsom], unless it is necessary that 
[ should vote to constitute a quorum. If he were here, I should vote 


I am paired with the Sena- 


1 am paired with the Sen- 


nay. 

Mr. MILLER, of California (when his name was called 
with the Senator from Ohio [Mr. PENDLETON]. 

Mr. PLUMB (when his name was called). I am paired with the Sena- 
tor from Missouri [Mr. Vest]. 

Mr. SLATER (when his name was called). On this question I am 
paired with the Senator from Louisiana [Mr. KELLOGG]. — If he were 
here, I should vote ‘* yea.”’ 

Mr. WILLIAMS (when his name was called), 
Senator from Nevada [Mr. JoNEs]. 

The roll-call was concluded. 

Mr. HARRISON. 
[Mr. LAMAR]. 

Mr. FARLEY. 


I am paired with the 
I do not see him in the Chamber. 


1 am paired with the Senator from Wisconsin [ Mr. 


SAWYER]. If he were present, I should vote ‘‘yea.”’ 

Mr. MCMILLAN. Understanding that there is no quorum voting, I 
vote ‘‘ nay.”’ 

Mr. MILLER, of California. If it is necessary to make a quorum, | 
vote. I vote ‘‘nay.’’ 


The PRESIDENT pro tempore. 
self. 

Mr. MILLER, of California. 

After a pause, 

Mr. BECK said: I insist upon the result being 

The result was announced, as follows: 


The Senator must decide that for him- 
I vote ‘‘nay.”’ 
announced 


YEAS—12, 


Barrow, Cockre || Harris, Morgan 
Bayard, Coke, Jackson Pugh, 
Call, George, Maxey, Vance, 
NAYS—2. 
Aldrich, Davis of IIL., Hoar, Platt, 
Allison, Davis of W. Va., Lapham Rollins, 
Anthony, Dawes, MeDill, Sherman 
Blair, Edmunds, MeMillan, Tabor. 
Camden, Frye, McPherson, 
Cameron of Wis., Gorman, Miller of Cal 
Conger, Hawley, Morrill, 
ABSENT—39. 
Beck, Hale, Lamar, Sawyer, 
Brown, Hampton, Logan, Sewell, 
Butler, Harrison, Mahone, Slater, 
Cameron of Pa., Hill, Miller of N.Y Van Wyck 
Fair, Ingalls, Mitchell, Vest, 
Farley, Johnston, Pendleton, Voorhees, 
Ferry, Jonas, Plumb, Walker, 
Garland, Jones of Florida, Ransom, Williams, 
Groome, Jones of Nevada, Saulsbury, Windom. 
Grover, Kellogg, Saunders, 


The PRESIDENT pro tempore. Twelve Senators have voted in the 
affirmative and 25 in the negative, no quorum voting. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. I require that the absent Senators be called accord- 
ing to the rule. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The list of Senators will be called. 

The Acting Secretary called the roll, and the following Senators re- 
sponded to their names: 
Aldrich, 


Davis of IIl., Hill, Morrill, 
Anthony, Davis of W. Va., Hoar, Platt, 
Barrow, Dawes, Jackson, Plumb, 
Bayard, Edmunds, Jonas, Pugh, 

‘kK, Farley, Lapham, Rollins, 
Blair, Frye, McDill, Sawyer, 
Butler, George, MeMillan, Sherman, 

l, Gorman, McPherson, Slater, 
Cameron of Wis., Hampton, Maxey, Tabor, 
Coke, Harrison, Miller of Cal., Vance, 
Conger, Hawley, Morgan, Williams 


The PRESIDENT pro tempore. A quorum is present. 
call forty-four Senators answered to their names. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. 
request the attendance of absent Senators. 

Mr. MORGAN. A quorum is present, I believe. 

Mr. VANCE. Pending that motion I move an adjournment. 
_ Mr. MORGAN. 
18 a quorum. 

Mr. EDMUNDs. 
I think. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. 
the Senator from North Carolina, who moves that the Senate adjourn. 

Mr. MORGAN. That motion is in order, but the other motion, I 
think, is not. 


On the roll- 


A motion to send for absentees is not debatable. 
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I am paired | 


1 am paired with the Senator from Mississippi | 


I move that the Sergeant-at-Arms be directed to 
I desire the business of the Senate to go on if there 


But the pending motion is that of | 


t 


The PRESIDENT pre tempo: The other motion 
question is on the motion to adjourn. 

Mr. VANCE. I call tor the yeas and nays. 

The yeas and nays were ordered, and the Principal Legislative Clerk 
proceeded to call the roll 

Mr. HAMPTON (when his name was called). 1 was requested by 
| some Senator to pair with the Senator from Illinois [Mr. LOGAN], but 
I have always reserved the right to vote on adjournments and to make 
a quorum. I therefore vote ‘*yea."’ 

Mr. HARRISON (when his name was called I was paired with 
the Senator trom Mississippi [Mr. LAMAR], but reserved the right to 
vote on all motions to adjourn, and I vote ** nay $ 

Mr. PLUMB his name was called I 
Senator from Missouri | Mr. Vest] 

Mr. SLATER (when his name was called On 
paired with the Senator from Louisiana [ Mr 
Mr. WILLIAMS (when his name was called 
several times that I was paired with the Senator 
| JONES] on several questions, but 1 do not 

ing to dinner. I shall vote for dinnet 

The roll-call was 


The 


is in order 


| 


when pared with the 


party questiolr + lam 
KELLOGG ] 


L have announced 
from Nevada | Mr 


construe that pair as extend 


concluded 


Mr. BUTLER. Tam paired with the Senator from Pennsylvania 
| Mr. CAMI RON | Theretore | shall not vote 
The result was announced—yeas 18, nays 27 to ‘ 
YEAS—1s, 

Barrow Farle Jacksor Pugh 
Bayard Georg Jonas Vanes 

| Beck Ciormai MecPhersor Willia 
Call, Hampto Maxey 

Coke Ilarris Moriu 

NAYS 

Aldrich Cong Haw! Pendleton 
Allison Davis of Li Hoar Platt 
Anthony Davis of W. \ Lapha Rollins, 

|} Blair, Dawes MeDill Sawyer 

| Camden Edmund MeMillar Shermar 
Cameron of Wis Frye Millerof N.Y Tabor 
Cox krell, Harr Mort 

| ABSENT 

| Brown lial Logan sewel 

| Butler Hill Mahone Slater 

|} Cameron of Pa Irigralls Miller of ¢ Van Wyck 
Fair, Jolnste: Mitchel Vest, 
Ferry, Jones of Florid Plumb Voorhees 

| Garland Jones of Nevada, Ransom Walker 

| Groome, KRellog, Saulsburs Windom 

| Grover, Lamas Saunders 


So the Senate refused to adjourn 
| The PRESIDENT pro 
| quorum present now 

Mr. EDMUNDS. That mmake any difference; I insist on 

my motion that the Sergeant-at-Arms be directed to request the attend 
ance of absent Senators 
Mr. SHERMAN I ask for the reading of the Constitution 
The PRESIDENT pro tempore Rule 3 prov ides that 
Whenever it shall be ascertained that a quorum is not present, a majority of 
| the Senators present may direct the Sergeant-at-Arms to request, and, when neo 
| essary, to compel the attendance of the absent Senators 
} Mr. EDMUNDS. I do not propose to compel, but I think 
} The PRESIDENT pro te mpore. This rule SuVs 
No Senator shall absent himself from the service of the Senate without leave of 
the Senate first obtained. Whenever it shall be 


fempore Chere are six Senators more than a 


does not 


} ascertained thata quorum is not 
present, a majority of the Senators present may direct the Sergeant-at-Arms to 

| Fequest 

| Mr. EDMUNDS. But that is a rule in cumulation of the power of 


| a quorum, giving special authority to less than a quorum of the Senate 
| to make the order Now, I move, asa question of the highest privilege, 
| that the Senate direct the Sergeant-at-Arms to request the attendance 
| of absent Senators 
| Mr. BAYARD. Is any debate in order at this t 
| The PRESIDENT pro te mpore. No, sir. 
Mr. SHERMAN I call attention to the clause 
which gives the power to send for absentees 
The PRESIDENT pro te mpore There is 
Chair does not doubt it. The Senator 


ime 
of the Constitution 


The 
the 


no question of that 


from Vermont moves that 


Sergeant-at-Arms be directed to request the attendance of absent Sen- 
ators. ‘ 
Mr. HOAR I wish to submit a question to the Chair I do not 


wish to express an opinion upon it, but it is important to have it ruled 
}on. When there is less than a quorum present, the rule provides for 
| this motion; but if there be a quorum present, can you displace the 

existing business? Is this a question of the highest privilege? That 
is, at any time may any Senator move it? 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore 


The Chair supposes if Senators are 
| 
absent, at any time 


t motion is in order to compel them to attend; but 
business goes on when there is a quorum present. 

Mr. SHERMAN. Thatisthe point I designed to make when [ asked 
for the reading of the Constitution 

Mr. MORGAN Can this question be debated ? 

Mr. SHERMAN. I ask for the reading of the Constitution ? 
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The PRESIDENT pro tempore. 

Mr. MORGAN. 
ble proposition 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore 
debated. 

Mr. MORGAN. Iwillnot state my point, asthe Chair thinks with me. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. ‘The Chair does not think debate is 
in order, but of course he will hear any suggestion. The Senator from 
Alabama, however, insists that no debate is in order. 

Mr. SHERMAN. Can I not have the clause of the Constitution read ? 
I do not want to debate. 

Mr. MORGAN. Every Senator has it, and can read it for himself. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. What part of the Constitution does 
the Senator from Ohio wish read? 

Mr. SHERMAN. Article 1, section 5, page 37 of the Manual. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. It will be read. 

The Acting Secretary read as follows: 

Each house shall be the judge of the elections, returns, and qualifications of 
its own members, and a majority of each shall constitute a quorum to do busi- 
ness; but a smaller number may adjourn from day to day, and may be author- 
ized to compe! the attendance of absent members, in such manner, and under 
such penalties, as cach house may provide. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The Chair does not think there is 
any question but that the Senate can compel the attendance of absent 
members. It is moved by the Senator from Vermont—— 

Mr. MORGAN. Mr. President—— 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. Debate is not in order. 

Mr. MORGAN. The Chair must not say that no debate is in order 
and tolerate debate from other Senators at my expense. 

The PRESIDENT protempore. The Chairdid nottolerate any debate, 
but the Chair stated to the Senator from Ohio that debate was not in 
order. He requested— 

Mr. MORGAN. Yet the Chair indulged him in goingon with debate. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. We did not, sir; the Chair denies it 
utterly. 

Mr. MORGAN 


The Constitution provides 





The Chair does not think it can be 


The Chair did indulge him in going on with debate. 


The PRESIDENT pro tempore. Ie simply requested the Secretary 
to read a clause of the Constitution bearing on the point he made; 
that was all. The Senate will bear out the Chair in that. 


The question is on the motion of the Senator from Vermont [ Mr. 


EDMUNDS] to direct the Sergeant-at-Arms to request the attendance of 


absent Senators. 

The motion was agreed to; there being on a division—ayes 25, noes 17. 
The PRESIDENT pro tempore. 
the attendance of absent Senators. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. 
ness. 

The PRESIDENT pro fempore. The question is on the amendment 
of the Senator from Tennessee [Mr. HARRIs]. 

Mr. BAYARD. How can that be if there is not a quorum present ? 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. There is, and has been a quornm 
present all the time. 

Mr. MORGAN. The question before the Senate now, as I understand 
it, is whether or not we shall substitute ad valorem for specific duties 
on the particular part of the bill that we have now under consideration, 
and also the rate of the ad valorem duty that is to be substituted for the 
specific duty. I do not desire to detain the Senate on this question; I 
desire merely to lay before it some facts which I have extracted from 
the census statistics which I think have an important bearing on this 
labor question. 

According to Census Bulletin 302, giving the statistics of manufact- 
ures in the United States in 1880, the whole number of establishments 
in the United States was 253,852; capital invested, $2,790,272,606. The 
average number of hands employed was as follows: Males, 2,025,335; 
females, 531,639; children, 181,921, making a total of 2,738,895; total 
wages paid, $947,953,795; value of materials, $3,396,823,549; value of 
the products and manufactures, $5,369,579,19!. Deducting the labor 
and materials, which together make $4,344,777,344, leaves a total bal- 
ance of $1,024,801,847. Upon that my calculation is—and I think Lam 
correct about it—that the laborers get a share of 17 per cent., while the 
capitalist gets a share of 20 per cent. of the profits, and that after you 
deduct a reasonable allowance for insurance and taxes the net profits 
of the capital employed in manufacturing in the United States during 
that year, according to that census return, were about 15 per cent. 

1 am not prepared to vouch for the accuracy of the census report, and 
yet it must be approximately true; at all events, it is the best informa- 
tion that we have got upon this question, and Iam disposed to act upon 
it in the absence of information still more exact. That showing would 


There seems to be a quorum; go ahead with busi- 





I raise the point of order that this is not a debata- | 


| 


| 





The Sergeant-at-Arms will request | 





At the last session of this body I introduced a resolution for the 


ee ~ yur- 
pose of raising a select committee to take into consideration the a, 
question in the United States, and I did so because I was impressed w ith 


the belief that just there was the point of difficulty in our political, oy; 
social, our moral, and our industrial affairs. I could not take part in 
that committee in consequence of certain engagements that I had, end 
I had no ambition to be the chairman of it. In fact I was not entitled 
to thechairmanship, because the majority in the body were Republicans 
and I was a Democrat. The motion was objected to and it was referred 
to the Committee on Education and Labor. That committee came back 
and reported that they should have charge of theinquiry, and I willingly 
consented that they should. So far as I am informed that committes 
have never had a meeting on the question. 

Mr. BLAIR. Does the Senator desire to knowin regard to that, or is 
it his purpose to make an extended comment on the matter? If so, 
when he is done I will explain it, or I will explain now if he desires, 

Mr. MORGAN. Is that the fact that they have never had a meeting 
on the subject? 

Mr. BLAIR. It is not by any means. 

Mr. MORGAN. Have they ever made an investigation? 

Mr. BLAIR. They have to some extent. They have one now going 
on. The witnesses are to be here on Monday. 
Mr. MORGAN. Have they commenced? 

Mr. BLAIR. Commenced last autumn through a sub-committee on 
one branch of the subject, who did what they could. This winter the 
Senator knows very well the condition of the public business; the in- 
vestigation, however, is going on and it will be pursued as fast as it can 
be, and if the consent of the Senate is given, it will be pursued as 
thoroughly and as extensively as the committee is able to do it during 
the vacation coming, and they hope to arrive at some results in due 
time. 

I should like to say, since this matter has been alluded to once or twic 
before by the Senator from Alabama, that he must be aware that the 
scope of the resolution referred to the committee is very extensive; it 
covers almost every important problem of legislation; it ramifies among 
the very fundamentals of society; it starts almost every important prob- 
lem that could be suggested in human affairs, and it is about as mach 
as the Committee on Education and Labor can accomplish, I think, in 
the course of a very liberal limit of time in its investigation to arrive at 
anything like a satisfactory conclusion, or to be able to make recom 
mendations to the Senate and to the country which will be beneticial, 
and I hope that the Senator will be patient with the committee. I hoy. 
he will bear in mind that a little time is necessary in a case like this. 

I remind him also that when he offered his resolution just at the clos: 
of the last session, as he very appropriately suggests himseli, it was 
quite invasive of the jurisdiction of a regular standing committee of this 
body. He himself offering the resolution accompanied it with a state- 
ment that he could not attend to the matter himself on account of per- 
sonal reasons, which he mentioned privately, if not publicly. 1t may be 
proper to say that other members of the Senate, not including the chiair- 
man of that committee, however, found themselves later in the season 
encumbered and embarrassed by like reasons, and it was impossib!e dur- 
ing the fall campaign to do anything very important more than was 
done in the prosecution of the investigation. As I said before, during 
this winter he must know that it has been quite impossible for any man 
attending to his other and imperative duties here in the Senate to pur- 
sue an investigation of this character very critically and thoroughly, 
but I wish to assure him that it has not been out of the mind of the 
chairman of the committee at any time, and that everything has been 
done in furthering this investigation that could be, and that there is not 
the remotest design to let up en it. 

Mr. MORGAN. Iam delighted to know that any progress at all has 
been made. I know the difficulty under which the chairman of that 
committee or any other committee has to get a quorum together during 
the vacation of Congress. 

Mr. BLAIR. I wish to say to the Senator that the embarrassment 
has not resulted from the inability of the chairman or of the commit- 
tee to assemble and to get a quorum; it has not resulted from any failure 
of disposition to attend to this business on the part of the committee or 
any member of it as far as I know. They have given their attention 
and their effort to the public business as fully as they could and to the 
consumption of their time certainly during the session and very largely, 
if not entirely, during the vacation. 

Mr. MORGAN. Whatever the trouble may have been—— 

Mr. BLAIR. There has been no trouble, let me assure the Senator, 
excepting such as results from the nature of things. The committce 
have been at work uponit. They began early. A meeting was called 


zive an advantage to the laborers employed in manufactures over those | and organized in reference to this investigation before the last session 


not employed in manufactures but in the production of the raw mate- 
rial, as | call it, to a very large excess. This difference applies in all 


| 


closed, and all the work was laid out which it was supposed it was pos- 
sible for them to do during the vacation. The honorable Senator 


parts of the United States wherever there is agriculture, wherever there | from Rhode Island [Mr. ALDRICH], chairman of a sub-committee, in- 
is a production of the raw material, whether it be from the mine, from | forms me that he has obtained all the information he possibly could 


the forest, from the fisheries, from agriculture, or what not. This dis- 


crimination in favor of a certain class of industries as against the great | 


| 


during the vacation upon that department of inquiry which was as- 
signed to him, which was with reference to the condition of labor and 


body of the laboring community in the United States is a subject worthy | the statistics bearing upon wages and the like in foreign countries. We 


of the attention of this Senate. 


have had a meeting this winter. The chairman was directed, as soon 








1883. 








CONGRESSIONAL RECORD—SEN ATE. 


1977 





as arrangements could be made to find proper witnesses, to summon 
and examine them here during the rest of the session. They have been 
summoned and we shall examine a few during the rest of the session. 
So the Senator must see that there is some disposition to work when I 
commenceas early as 9 o'clock in the morning, come to the Senate at 11, 
and work here all day and from 6 to 12 at night. I expect to examine 
witnesses during the rest of the session most of the time. 


Mr. MORGAN. I was not expressing any complaint against the 


committee, but regret that so far as I knew or had been informed noth- 
ing had been accomplished. 

Mr. BLAIR. The Senator could have ascertained correctly by in- 
quiry of the chairman. 

Mr. MORGAN. I was speaking of the importance of the subject, 
not with reference to any dereliction on the part of the committee. 

Mr. ALLISON. Before the Senator proceeds to make his deductions 
from the statement of facts he has laid before the Senate as derived from 
the census I should be glad to ask him if he knows how this estimate, 
asdistinguished between the wagesof labor and the cost of raw material, 
has been made up; as, for example, the raw material of the pig-iron 
manufacturer must be coal and iron ore; the raw material of the steel- 
rail manufacturer or iron-rail manufacturer is pig-iron; and so on run- 
ning down through the various manufactures of iron until we reach 
rivets, bolts, and so on? It seems to me that to draw any deduction 


from the amount, especially of raw material and labor, would require | 


a more minute statement than he has produced here this evening. 

Mr. MORGAN. The census bulletins have come out one after an- 
other without any full explanation on the part of the Superintendent 
of the Census as to the methods which he has employed tor the pur- 
pose of ascertaining the facts he presents in tables to the public. 1 
therefore can add nothing to the statement, except to say that this is 
what the bulletins tell us. 

Mr. ALDRICH. I will state, if the Senator will allow me, that as 
chairman of a sub-committee of the Committee on Education and Labor 
I have been engaged, with other members of the sub-committee, on the 
relative rates of wages between this country and Europe in cotton and 
woolen mills; and I hope before this session closes, and at n¢ very 
remote day. to present a statement which will competely confute all 


the statements which have been made here by the Senator trom Texas | 


[Mr. CoKr] to-day. 

Mr. MORGAN. Mr. President, I hope that this committee will go 
on with its investigation, and I expect from it, of course, a full and im- 
partial investigation of the facts relating to the relative prices of the 
different classes of labor in this country, and particularly as to those 
facts which seem to produce very surprising outbreaks among 
operatives in the different manufacturing districts of the land. 


And I wish here to say that among all the strikes that I have heard | 


of in this country I never have heard of a strike of farmers. I never 
knew a cotton crop that could not be gathered in consequence of a strike 
of labor, or a sugar crop or a wheat crop or acorn crop. I have not 
known that farm labor has been interrupted by combination among 
the laborers to prevent other persons from doing what they had refused 
to do themselves. Nothing of that kind hasoccurred. And as we have 
that subject up now fora moment, I desire to say to the committee that 
I hope they will make progress in it. I shall vote to continue them in 
the investigation of the question during the coming interval of Congress, 
and I hope that they will be able to give the Senate and the country 
some information as to the real seat and nature of the disease which 
causes riots and outbreaks among the laboring population of this lind. 

Mr. BLAIR rose. 

The PRESIDENT protempore. DoestheSenator from Alabama yield ? 

Mr. BLAIR. Just a moment. 

Mr. MORGAN. Yes, sir. 

Mr. BLAIR. The Senator could not express sentiments more in «a 
cord with my own, and I wish here tosay that so far as I am concerned— 
and I think I speak the sentiments of the committee in this regard— 
wedesign to get our information as largely as possible from the men 


who lead in the strikes themselves, the men who complain, who feel | 


the wrong. It is our determination that the men who sufler shall have 


the opportunity to explain the causes of their suffering, the reasons for | 


their action, before this committee, themselves in person. We do not 


propose to exciude any one who wishes to appear before us and who | 


seems to have anything important to say; but we extend our invitation 
to the masses and mean to have information from those who think they 
are suffering the grievances, and who, in my opinion, are suffering 
grievances. 

Mr. MORGAN. In 1880 there were, according to the census tables, 
2,738,893 men, women, and children employed in what are called the in- 
dustrial manufactures in this country. Whatkind of people are they? 
What sort of American citizens are they? Are theyrabble? Arethey 


ciety and the security of property? Why, sir, I would not cast an im- 
peachment of that kind upon them; very tarfromit. My opinion of them 
is—and I have more general acquaintance with them than might be sup- 


posed—that they are a hard-working, intelligent, and excellent class of | Give a man ai 
people, taking them at large, and that they compare very favorably with | 


any other class of the community, whether it may be the middlemen, the 





the | 





upper classes, or the lower classes, as we call them, of farm laborers. 
And yet, since I have been in this body this country has been in agony, 
| it has been almost in the throes of despair on frequent occasions in con- 
| Sequence of riots and outbreaks among this very industrial population 
| comprising 2,738,893, in all the different parts of the country, not only 
in the large industrial circles merely, but all through the country where 
ever there were manufacturing industries. 
Mr. President, the conduct of these men in their riots and the treat 
| ment they have received at the hands of the ministers of justice is one 
| of the darkest and most shameful blots upon American history. Houses 
| have been burned, innocent men and women have been butchered, 
property has been destroyed, travel and business has been suspended; 
all the throes and convulsions of internal strife, amounting to that de 
| gree that we characterize in our laws as insurrection, have appeared 
during these strikes. I again inquire what kind of people are these? 
| I answer, in my judgment, they are good people; they are of the class 
| of well-fed, wel)-clothed, well-paid American operatives spoken of so 
| eloquently by the gentleman on the other side of this Chamber in con 
trast with the pauper laborers of Europe. 
| Why have these good people, so well fed and so well clothed and so 
| well paid, been required to resort to this manner of stopping the busi- 
ness of the country? Why have they organized themselves into secret 
| societies throughout this land which have accumulated large revs 
of money to sustain each other in times of distress? Why is it 
| these men thus band together in the United States, in this tree count 





iI hiry, 
and try to prevent the just and equal eperation of the laws? There must 
be some profound reason for it; there must be something at tau 1 tl 
economic condition of our affairs which accounts for this trequ nile 
cessive Violence and agitation on the part of these laboring 1 OM 
who are fairly treated, who: | pay for theirlabor, wh 

| earnings of theirindustry a fair living out of the country, 
to resort to stril nd violence and combination and conspira \ 
| the pewe and the order of society, and against the proper prosecu 
| of the industries oe laud like tl They love this Governn 
much as we do; tl I proud of its flag, its Constitution, and 
history as any other class of men They contribute of their blood and 
their suffering and their ti he suppert vin] nd 
In war No demand of puat ’ ih ever ¥ I» hh i n 
class that they have not 1 onded to it 
Th nh, Sir, these thin bein » when these rit 0 urw he 
cause of them? The very men who are here to-day boasting of th 
| liberality to the American laborer, and of the convenien ind ele 
| fances even W iwhich they urround his home, are th mie! ho 
come to us and to the governors of States for military force to quell 


the riots and insurrections of men who claim when they make these 
strikes that they are striking for bread and not for anything el] 
Here, sir, is a contradiction in facets which these great statesmen 
| ought to be able to explain, and I maintain in behalf of the character 
and the honor of the men whom the Vy say th y feed and cloth o well 
| that there must be some serious fault on the part of employers, or el 
the laborers of this country would not resent it in the way they do 


We had as well look at the facts in this case and stop theorizing 
| What a consul may report from Liverpool or Berlin or Paris or Bor 
deaux or wherever he may be, as to how many pounds of meat, of 
| flour or butter or whatever else it may be an operative there uses 
| wherewithal he is clothed, how his family appear in society, &e., amounts 
| to nothing when cone Lo the fuct that these outbreaks are contin 
ually « Pitts : ‘ In thinking over this question I h 
| been led to the concinsion that the strikes must certainly be promoted 
| by the manutactarers; that the strikes must be set on foot of purpos: 
| by the manufacturers; that they resort to methods to compel their men 
| to strike, in order todo what? Fora pretext for shutting up their 
| factories for a short time so as to allow an overburdened market to Lx 
| consumed by the people, in order that the prices of their manufactures 


| may again rise, not tothe point of competition with foreign productions 
but to the higher point of competition with home productios 
A man who has got 5,000 operatives under him, and ne of them 
have that many, has been known to close his establishment and turn 
out the operatives to shorten the production of a particul lity o 
| goods. Why shorten it? In order that the price in the ket may 
rise. Why should the price in the market rise, and to what degree 
should it rise? Rise to the point where the protection given by specific 


rates of duty may be elevated above and beyond the price tor which 
the same article can be bought in foreign markets 

Since we have been debating this great question the newspapers give 
us accounts of different strikes in the country, and I have sat here 
asking myself the question, how can it be, in the name of common 
| Sense, that strikes should have occurred in a country protect 1 to the 


| extent that our industries are, and while gentlemen in this body are 
outlaws? Are they law-breakers? Are they defiers of the peace of so- | 


standing up and boasting about the happiness of the condition of out 
operatives? That is something that they must explain before they ca 
| get me to believe that th 


represent. 


e people are in the happy condition that they 


} opportunity to make money out of another, guaran 


teed to him by law, and he is more or less than a man if he does not 
make it 


= 
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The fault isin your law. The fault is in the legislation that this 
body has created in this country, and was fruitful of bloodshed in con- 
sequence of the violence of men who combine together to win and to 
keep their bread for the supply of their families. Such troubles are 
due tothe neglect or inattention or else the cupidity of men whose spe- 
cial interests are represented upon this floor. Will Senators take the 
responsibility to themselves for had laws? Where men are disposed to 
do right and have the opportunity to be well fed and to becomfortable, 
where they are not vicious but patriotic, and we find them engaged 
in these outbreaks so frequently and to such a terrible extent, we must 
know that the fault is in the labor system. 

We see the door of opportunity opened here. We see specific rates 
of duty fixed for the purpose of building up one industry at the ex- 
pense of another. We find that when one man goes into a particular 
manufacture, as recently, for instance, into the wire-fencing manufact- 
ure, and he is said to be making a fortune at it, other capitalists crowd 
in around him, and they increase by competition the production to a 
very large amount. After a while there is too much wire for fencing 
made. Then what? You put on a specific duty of so many cents a 
pound, and perhaps you load down upon the back of that an ad valo- 
rem duty. Youshut out all foreign competition; but the eagerness 


the business such a large amount of capital as presently the market is 
overburdened; and then what occurs? You shut up your factories, 
turn out your operatives, let men be turned out because the manufact- 
urer can not afford to go along any further with his production. Turn 
them out; let them get a living as best they can. What becomes of 
thesedisappointed men? The closing of the factory does not feed their 
tamilies. There is no bread, meat, salt, sugar, nor anything else that 
comes to them from a closed factory. They are skilled in that line of 
business and have no opportunity of entering upon another. They are 
not qualified, many of them, even for the commonest labors of life, such 
as digging the earth. ‘They must stop work because the factory stops 
work, and when they stop work they must starve. They stop work 
because there has been an overproduction of wire fencing, and the rea- 
son why there has been an overproduction of wire fencing is that men 
were induced by a large bonus that we offered to them to put their 
money in the business; and when the men having this bonus offered, 
and desiring to realize it, find they have outstripped the little narrow 
market to which we have contined them, and that they have manu- 
tactured at such high prices that they can not reach the markets of the 
outside world, they stop the production in order that the market may 
catch up with them. While that is going on starvation takes place 
among the operatives, and when the wolf is at the door there is apt to 
be growling on the inside as well as the outside of the house. 

These men, irritated, disappointed, and wronged, resort to their little 
savings in their labor-union organizations, live upon those at starvation 
rates as long as they will hold out, and then what occurs? Here comes 
another set of people. From where? From pauperdom. What did 
they come for? To take the place of the men who refused to work at 
low wages. Where did they come from? From Italy, Germany, En- 
gland, Great Britain, Russia. Why dothey come? Because they find, 
as it is said, a chance to labor here for better wages than they get over 
yonder. Why will they not come? Any man will come to get a bet- 
ter price for his labor. What occurs then? The same thing that oc- 
curred in the strike at Jersey City and in New York lastsummer. The 
railway operatives formed themselves into a compact strike and de- 
manded that their work should not be taken away from them. What 
was the result? The railroads could not be run. What was the effect 
upon commerce ¥ Animmense accumulation of merchandise landed in 
New York not only from ships but from railroads. What then took 
place? There were threats of calling out the militia. The police were 
impotent to control this mass of men. There were also threats to call 
out the regular Army of the United States. What occurred in the 
northwestern part of New York State, in Pennsylvania, in Indiana, 
Ohio, and Illinois, in 1877? Sir, the Army of the United States was 
called out for the purpose of compelling men to yield up their opposi- 
tion to these paupers coming in and working in their places. You have 
got all pauperdom to resort to with your capital to get labor. It comes 
free. You can not tax it. You can run it in and supply the place of 
the men who strike in this country, and, in doing that, what do you 
do but to draw down the price of labor to pauper rates, and that, too, 
upon this soil and under the flag that these very men have fought to 
defend in various battles all over the face of this land. Mr. President, 
there is something wrong in this business. 

Mr. BLAIR. As the Senator is making suggestions that might be 
useful for the committee to consider, since he has referred to that com- 
mittee, I should like to ask him if he means to suggest that he would 
exclude the laborer of foreign birth from our shores by something anal- 
ogous to the protection which we impose upon the importation of for- 
eign goods? 

Mr. MORGAN. 





I would not, and yet I know that the labor unions | 





Mr. BLAIR. The Senator’s remarks are exceedingly calculated to 
create disturbance in this country unless he suggests some remedy, and 
I hope he may be able along with these remarks to suggest a remedy. 

Mr. MORGAN. The friends of the Senator in the North who are 
claiming high specific protective duties for themselves call out these 
outbreaks. They are not to be created by words. Even if I were un- 
patriotic or imprudent enough to make remarks which might prompt 
these men to action of that kind, they have too much sense, too much; 
conservatism, too much patriotism to yield to an appeal of that sort on 
the part of any man in the world. But the grinding injustice which 
the Senator’s friends have inflicted wpon these men, the starvation 
which has been brought upon their families by bad legislation, the 
wrongs that these men who have been in their employment have felt, 
have caused them to rise. I am speaking now to try to prevent a rep- 
etition of it, not that I would encourage any man to conspire to violate 
the laws, but when your laws are bad I ask you to look into them and 
rectify them so that men will no longer have an opportunity or an 
excuse for their violation. A bad law produces mischief wherever it 
operates. 

The Senator, perhaps, now will undertake to prove that the riots 


| which sprinkled the bosom of the earth in the Middle States with blood 
of the men to manufacture thiscommodity of commerce has drawn into | 


in 1877 were caused by the post factum effect of the little reminder that 
I make to him and his friends this evening of the fact that they are 
the responsible men, for their very bad legislation has done it. It has 
not been the fault of the operative. The operative is not a criminal, 
he is a hard-working, industrious American citizen. If Senators have 
made mistakes in the past it is time to stop to rectify them, and instead 
of trying to patch up by new protection of interests which thus cripple, 
distort, and ruin the great laboring population of this country they had 
better go to work to correct it. Let them do this instead of putting up 
pretentious pleas and pathetic appeals in the name of men who have 
rebelled against their wrongs which they have inflicted. They had 
better go to work to create a better system of laws under which these 
men can havea faireropportunity tolive. They donot want todo wrong. 
I do not believe that in the population of the mining and manufactur- 
ing districts, where these outbreaks have occurred, those men are mis- 
chief-makers, conspirators, wrong-doers, and murderers. I do not be- 
lieve it. I believe they are a set of men who feel that they have suf- 
fered wrong at the hands of evil legislators who have perverted the 
Constitution of this country for the purpose of building up a particula: 
class of aristocratic, powerful moneyed men at the expense of the labor- 
ing poor of the entire land, agricultural as well as industrial. That is 
my belief about it, and, sir, I shall speak it here openly in the fear of 
God as to the truth of the utterance, and not in the fear of man. 

In the name of the very men whom they have foundso much trouble 
to control; in the name of the men whose happiness you boast of when 
the history of the country shows that half their time nearly is spent in 
misery—in the name of these men you come forward again to-day, and 
you ask to discriminate in reference to cotton manufacturers so as to 
put a lower rate of duty ona section of the country thatis now engaged, 
or prosperously engaging, in the manufacture of goods of coarse and com- 
mon quality, and a higher rate in favor of that section of the country 
whose industries have been patronized bf} the Government and by Gov- 
ernment bounties and propped up for a century. 

Where is the justice of that? Where is the justice of compelling 
the people in the South who are not prepared, who can not do it, who 
have not got the skill or the capital to spin and weave the higher quali- 
ties of goods—where is the justice of compelling these men to work for 
short wages and low protection in the South, lower than they get now 
under the law, while the men in the North who have prospered so 
greatly and have built themselves up in wealth are in the same bill 
demanding an increase of premium to their manufactures? Sir, there 
is no justice in it. 

I believe that one uniform rate of duty arranged according to the 
value of the product, whether it is coarse or fine, whether it is com- 
mon or whether it is beautiful, is the rate that the Constitution of the 
United States requires us to impose, and that no departure should be 
made from it unless we find that it is necessary for the benefiting of the 
American people to make a largesse or give bounties to certain of the 
—— industries of the country at the expense of the rest. That 

am willing to do and never have refused to do, but I object to a sys- 
tem which casts down the manufactures of the Southern States, now at- 
tempting to get a fair start for competition with the world, and at the 
same time increases the duty and builds up the power of the Northern 
manufacturers, already strong enough. Let not that be done in the 
name of labor either Northern or Southern. Let not that false resort, 
that appeal to something that is not true (that is a mere imagination 
or invention for the sake of the argument), be done to excuse or to 


| justify the wrong done to an entire section of this country. 


I have not been accused by any Senator on this floor even of incon- 
sistency about this tariff. I do not care so much about the appearance 
of consistency. I do not think a man’s opinions are to be valued sim- 


of this country, many of the laborers of this country, have been address- | ply by their consistency with all the rest of the opinions that he may 
ing letters to Senators, and perhaps petitions to Congress, for anght I | entertain or with the opinions he may have entertained years 2go; but 


know, asking that we should devise some means by which to tax when | there is a line of truth in this matter. 


There is a way to levy a just 


imported into this country skilledlabor. They areaskingforit; Iamnot. | American tariff. There is a way by which the tyrannical hand of tax- 
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ation may be laid smoothly and evenly upon all the industries of this 
country. I do not despair that the statesmanship of this country is 
equal to that task. 

The Senator from Kentucky [ Mr. Beck] said that we were compelled 
to do some very contradictory things in making a tariff. My friend is 
mistaken. With the great labors he has devoted to this subject, the 
intense attention he has bestowed upon it, the masterful ability that 
he has shown in handling it, honoring him and the Senate, Iam prepared 
to admit that his mind has a conviction at this moment that there are 
some things no man can get the light through. If there is any one 
thing in the course of that Senator that I admire above another it is 
the boldness, the manhood, the honesty, the earnestness, and the sin- 
cerity with which he has defended the laboring classes of this country 
against the extortionate power of high protective duties. But let him 
not despair. There is a way to get a justtax law. That way has been 
already mapped out in the laws of the United States. It has been put to 
the test of practical experience. The Walker tariff of 1846, which was 
adopted by the people of the United States after one of the most en- 
lightened debates upon that question we ever had in the United States 
before the people, will go through this question or any other question 
connected with the levy of imposts upon our importations as a line of 
light, and no man need have the slightest trouble in following it. The 
only difficulty in that case is in arranging the articles under the proper 
schedule. That must be a matter of agreement if we go above or be- 
low the revenue standard, but the principle is right. 
property according to its value. Ii you tax his industry, tax that ae- 
cording to the value of it. If vou tax his productions of any kind, tax 
them according to the value. No man can complain of a tariff of that 
kind except some man who wants to get rich at the expense of other 
people. 

I have heard this tariff discussed here day after day, and, as remarked 
by the honorable Senator from Florida [Mr. Jones] yesterday, we 
scarcely ever hear this subject of revenue raised at all. The question 
is scarcely ever asked, how much revenue will this or that tax yield? 
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which the Senate has fixed upon each dutiable article. Senators can 
vote as they choose upon it; | am not ambitious of bringing torward a 


) 


| measure of any kind, but I feel that it is my duty to present to the 


Senate of the United States a fair, full, and perfect opportunity to de 
termine whether the ad valorem plan shall apply to this tariff, and the 
Senators can go before the country upon that proposition and reeeive 


| from the people of the United States their verdict upon it. 


Nearly one-half of this bill now is arranged upon the ad valorem ba 
sis, but whenever it is necessary to protect a peculiar industry that plan 
is dropped, it is denounced as being too weak to detect and prevent 


| fraud, and then we fall back upon a specitic duty for specific protection 


| and again to deny it 


| of this country shall themselves have a chance 


Tax every man’s | 


No Senator—and I have challenged them openly on this floor time 
no man on this floor can say that if this bill con 
tains in about one-half of its provisions the ad valorem principle, that 
this principle is weak and inefficient and inviting to fraud, and that for 
this reason the specific system has been preferred to it. That argument 
can not be made from the lips of the gentlemen who have reported this 
bill. Here stands the evidence in tavorof the ad valorem plan. I shall 
call the attention of the Senate and of the country to it as frequently as | 
may think may be proper in order that they may take it up and look it 
over, inorderalso that the people of this country, the plain, thinking men 


to determine for them 

selves whether they do not prefer that ad valorem plan, which treats 

every man with equality and with justice, to the specitic duties, which 
are a mere contrivance to get specitie and unequal-protection 

Mr. BLAIR Mr. President, | am well aware that the time of the 

Session is passing away, that it is passing away in talk; and nothing 


but a strong sense that it ismy duty to saya few words in ply tosome 
of the suggestions of the Senator from Alabama [Mr. MorGan] would 


| induce me to waste personally any time, but I consider that some por 


How much ought to be the burden or the tax wpon the particular in- | 


dustry as compared with the rest of the industries of this land is not 
the question. How much is the labor engaged in the particular pro- 
duction entitled to be benefited, say Senators, by this tariff. They go 
back to the laborer. They go to these men who repudiate them by 
their strikes, who organize against them by their labor-union societies, 
and they use them and their name and plead their interests whenever 
the question is put in this body as to how much tax ought to be put 
apon a certain industry. 

There is one thing I am glad of, and that is while we have worried 
through the investigation of all these different items of this great tax 
law the country has had its eyes upon us. Men are spelling through 
this trouble everywhere. Once in a while a Senator will rise and ex- 
press his opinions about it and bring the facts to bear upon it. People 
are getting possession of the truth, and I know that when they have 
another opportunity to express their voice upon this question they will 


tions at least of the observations of the honorable Senator are caleulated 
if not intentionally and purposely designed, to excite difficulties in this 
country, difficulties of a very serious kind which most probably at least 
would result in bloodshed. 1 can conceive of no remarks made on this 
floor which in my opinion would be more calculated to produce violence 


| anarchy, and ditliculties of the most serious character in the United 


demand that equal justice shall be done to every man in this land by | 


tax laws as well as by every other sort of law. Knowing that, I feel 
satisfied that though we may not succeed at this session of Congress in 
getting a tariff that anybody wants, while we may succeed in breaking 
down the ad valorem rate and plan of duty which everybody acknow]l- 
edges it to be right and just, the American people, after their minds are 


States than those to which the honorable Senator has given utterance 
and in view of their nature Lam impelled to say a very few words 

Mr. MORGAN. The Senator says that all my remarks are ealeu 
lated, if not intended, to produce agitation and to produce an uprising 
among different classes of this country It is not necessary for me to 
make any disclaimer about that. I said in the course of my remarks 
that if I were to stand here and preach as long as I chose to do [ eould 
never get these classes into antagonism with any other classes 

Mr. BLAIR. J accept the Senator’s disclaimer 

Mr. MORGAN. I wish to ask, if the Senator will allow me, has he 
any fear that my remarks will cause a disruption or an agitation be 
tween the agricultural laborers of this country and their employers? 

Mr. BLAIR. The Senator will ascertain precisely what I am appre 
hensive of if he will listen. 

Mr. MORGAN. 


The honorable Senator is trying to gag me in the 


| Senate, to keep me from expressing the truth about this thing 


fixed upon these questions, will recur to them in election after election | 


until they will have their tax regulated according to right and justice. 

The American citizen if he ought to beware of any approach of tyr- 
anny in the direction of his liberties ought to be most cautious in respect 
of the approach of the hand of taxation upon his property or his indus- 
try. Thatis the power about which we have the largest discretion here. 
If we choose to tax an industry 50 per cent. nobody can question our 
right. If we choose to tax it 100 per cent. no one can question us. 
we choose to put it on the free-list no man can ask a word about it. That 
is the law made by the men appointed under the Constitution to use 
this enormous power, this power which as compared with all the rest 
that we use here is the greatest. 

I hope that the people of the United States will keep their eyes upon 


If 


this one proposition, that justice and equity and right require of the | 


Congress of the United States that the taxes imposed upon their prop- 


erty, their labor, their industry, or whatever it is, shall be just and | 


equal to all the people alike. The Congress of the United States ought 
to resign out of both Houses and go home and let other men come and 
take their places when they are compelled to get up and admit that 
they have not got the wisdom to pass a tax law which does secure the 


people in justice and equality through the entire length and breadth of 


this land. 
tory. 


It can be done, and has been done at least once in our his- 


Mr. BLAIR. Task whether I have the floor, Mr. President ? 

Mr. MORGAN. He will never succeed at doing that 

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr. GorMAN inthe chair The Sen 
ator from New Hampshire has the floor, and can not be interrupted 
without his consent. 

Mr. BLAIR. Iam perfectly conscious that any human being, the 
Senate as an organization, the country, the universe, would find it im 
possible to gag the honorable Senator from Alabama. He will have his 
say, as he has aright to have it. IT desire that he give me mine 

Mr. MORGAN. Does the honorable Senator fear that his people in 
the North, who so very intelligent, will be stirred up by my 
marks ? 

Mr. BLAIR. I have the floor, 

The PRESIDING OFFICER 
declines to yield the floor 

Mr. BLAIR. Here is a wonder—that the representatives of a class 
of men who owned the people, among whom they live, and over whom 
they ruled for two hundred years 

Mr. MORGAN. 
you. 

Mr. BLAIR. Shall rise in the Senate day after day as the champions 
of American labor, of the liberty of the masses of men, and complain of 


are re 


Mr. President. 


The Senator from New Hampshire 


We did not own them until atter we got them from 


| the Northern portion of this country, with two-thirds of this popula- 


Mr. President, after we have passed through this bill, and after the | 


Specific rate and ad valorem rate has been settled upon every article in | of men, coming so late to champion the rights of | 


it, after it has been made possible to gather exactly the sense of the | 


Senate uponevery oneof these questions whichare so easy to be reduced 


to an ad valorem rate taxation, I shall have the honor to introduce asa | 


substitute for this billa proposition toembody the Walker tariff with the 
schedules arranged according tothead valorem rate of the specificduty 





tion who, when liberty struggled for life, preserved it in the present 
generation, and these men rise on this floor day after day and charge 
upon them the purpose of robbing the masses of mankind not only of 
liberty but of their property and of all rights that are precious to man 
kind. These champions coming so late to the leadership of the masses 
abor, it may be well 
suspected whether they are entirely sincere in all that they say; but 
they tell us that they are. Assuming that to be so, let us see what is 
their own conduct as bearing upon the liberties, the rights, the develop 


| ment, and the prosperity of the masses of men over whom they stil! sub- 


stantially rule in this country. 
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Do not those Senators know that land and liberty are synonymous 
terms, and is not the same aristocracy which only twenty-five years ago 
owned the land of the South as well as the labor of the South still in 
possession of the land? Have you not taken the earnings of these 
laboring men for six generations and appropriated them to Yourselves, 
and did you not have the strongest aristocracy that the world ever saw, 
the most intellectual, the most concentrated, the best able to wield the 
masses of mea over whom you ruled until you were able by your accu- 
mulations of capital and control to bid defiance to the Government itself 
in arms, and to endanger the liberties of the entire continent and of 
mankind? Now, after the successful prosecution of that great war, 
which was a war of free labor against slave labor, which was a war of 
the masses of men against capital, capital as you held it and as it was 
combined in your hands, and you were unsuccessful, after liberty has 
been established as the rule for the entire people, do you not still hold 
upon the land, upon the real estate, without a fair distribution of it 
among the masses? So long as this continues it is impossible that the 
masses shall ever be free, for no man is ever free until he is rooted in 
the soil. There is no freeman who does not own a homestead. No 
man is independent until he can dig from the bowels of the earth the 
necessaries of life, and until he has land, until he has the soil, he can 
not do that. Do you not to-day control the soil as much as you did 
twenty-five years ago? 

Mr. BUTLER. Mr. President—— 

Mr. BLAIR. The Senator will excuse me; I have not taken much 
time of the Senate; Ido not intend to take much time now; but I wish 
to press home one point further. The Senator from Georgia [Mr. 
BRowN ], not now in his seat, during the last session rose here and 
stated as 2 matter of exultation on this floor, that the colored people of 
Georgia, during the twenty years that have elapsed since the war, while 
they had been nominally free, had accumulated $6,000,000. Great 
God, think of it—worked twenty years, earned their living and got $10 
a head apiece! That has been the result of the administration of the 
principles of liberty in the hands of the men who rise here and con- 
stantly defame us as the oppressors of the laboring man of the North. 

The Senator from Alabama has risen and complained of us because 
we imposed protective duties upon the industries of this country and 
propose to stand upon that policy now and forever; and in the same 
breath he complains that labor iS admitted to this country and that it 
is admitted free, coming, the individual, the soul, the body, of the man 
from other countries and entering directly into competition with the 
American laborer upon our own soil. He complains that we protect 
him against the foreign manufxeturer. We can not protect the Ameri- 
can laborers and the foreign laborers when they arrive upon our soil 
aguinst, the labor which remains behind them unless we pursue a policy 
which will give them higher wages. We impose protective duties to 
protect us and them against the production which comes from other 
countries. [asked the Senator while he was speaking if he means to 
make the suggestion that we do the other indispensable thing which 
the logic of his speech, or rather of his complaint, implies and that we 
shall prohibit the importation or the immigration from other countries 
to our own of foreign laborers ? 

Mr. MORGAN. I said no. 

Mr. BLAIR. If he means to say that he is inclined to do that, I 
should like to know it. 

Mr. MORGAN. I said to the Senator at the time I would not doit. 

Mr. BLAIR. Then what is theSenator’scomplaint? At the South 
they have dealt with their laborers as history shows and the records of 
the time make manifest. At the North we have pursued asystem that 


the foreign laborer who comes to our shores as well as the domestic la- 


borer shall be protected. 

Mr. MORGAN. The Senator has asked mea question. 
swer him. 

Mr. BLAIR. We protect him for wages, we protect him against the 
domestic productions of other countries, and when I ask the Senator if 
he will protect those laborers still further after his arrival by prevent- 
ing the foreign competitor from coming here and producing upon our 
own soil, he says no, and in the same breath he makes the assertion 
which justifies the imposition of these protective duties because those 
protective duties are the only means by which we can protect American 
labor and laborers from foreign products. I want the Senator to recon- 
cile the logic of his own admission, and if he means to tell the laborers 
of the North that their friends in other countries shall be excluded per- 
petually from these shores let himdoso. Let him follow his own opin- 
ions to their natural, legitimate, and logical conclusions. 

Mr. Presideent, I speak of this matter with some heat; I speak of it 
as my colleagues on this side of the Chamber may think unnecessarily; 
but I know more about the labor problem than the remarks of the hon- 
orable Senator might seem to indicate that he thinks I know. I know 
more closely than he imagines, or than some others, how delicate and 
sensitive is the feeling of the laborers of this country; how false some 
of their views; how just are some of their views, and how but a single 
spark is liable in this country at this very time and during this very 
session to create disturbance which we would all bewail; and it is not 
well for Senators to rise here and to give utterance to sentiments which 
are calculated, no matter how honest they may be in their utterance, 


Let me an- 








to produce insurrection, discord, violence, in this land of ours. At all 
events when Senators make such suggestions as have been made here, 
let them follow out to their legitimate conclusions before they express 
them the doctrines which they lay down. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The question is on agreeing to the 
amendment of the Senator from Tennessee [Mr. HArrtis], upon which 
the yeas and nays have been ordered. 

Mr. MORRILL. I hope we may now have a vote. 

The Principal Legislative Clerk proceeded to call the roll. 

Mr. BECK (when his name was called). I am paired with the Sen- 
ator from Maine [Mr. HALE]. 

Mr. BUTLER (when his name was called). 
Senator from Pennsylvania [Mr. CAMERON]. 
Mr. JONAS (when his name was called). 

ator from New Jersey [Mr. SEWELL]. 

Mr. SLATER (when his name was called). On this question I am 
paired with the Senator from Louisiana [Mr. KELLOGG]. If he were 
here, I should vote ‘‘ yea.’’ 

The roll-call was concluded. 

Mr. HILL. I am paired with the Senator from Arkansas [Mr 
WALKER]. 

Mr. COCKRELL. My colleague [Mr. Vest] is paired with the Sen- 
ator from Kansas [Mr. PLUMB]. If my colleague were here, he would 
vote ‘‘yea.’’ 

Mr. GEORGE. My colleague [Mr. LAMAR] is paired with the Sen- 
ator from Indiana [Mr. HARRISON]. 

Mr. HARRIS. I desire to say that having been paired with the Sen- 
ator from Michigan [Mr. Ferry], andthe Senator trom Delaware [ Mr. 
SAULSBURY ] having to leave the Chamber this evening, I transferred 
the pair to that Senator. Therefore I have recorded my vote. 

Mr. MILLER, of Colorado. I am paired with my colleague [Mr. 
FARLEY]. If there is no quorum, however, I will vote. 

Mr. BLAIR (after having voted in the negative). I am paired with 
the honorable Senator from Georgia [Mr. BARRow]. I withdraw my 
vote. I could vote, however, to make a quorum. 

Mr. COCKRELL. I object to any Senator asking whether there is 
a quorum or not. It is not in order, 

The result was announced—yeas 13, nays 23; as follows: 


I am paired with the 


I am paired with the Sen- 


YEAS—13. 


Bayard, George, Morgan, Voorhecs, 
Cockrell, Harris, Pugh, 
Coke, Jackson, Ransom, 
Garland, Maxey, Vance, 
NAYS—23. 

Aldrich, Davis of W. Va., Hoar, Platt, 
Allison, Dawes, Lapham, Roilins, 
Anthony, Edmunds, McDill, Sawyer, 
Cameron of Wis., Frye, MeMillan, Sherman, 
Conger, Gorman, Miller of Cal., Tubor. 
Davis of I11., Hawley, Morrill, 

ABSENT—4. 
Barrow, Ferry, Jones of Florida, Plumb, 
Beck, Groome, Jones of Nevada, Saulsbury, 
Blair, Grover, Kellogg, Saunders, 
Brown, Hale, Lamar, Sewell, 
Butler, Hampton, Logan, Slater, 
Call, Hlarrison McPherson, Van Wyck, 
Camden, Hill, Mahone, Vest, 
Cameron of Pa., Ingalls, Miller of N. Y., Walker, 
Fair, Johnston, Mitchell, Williams, 
Farley, Jonas, Pendleton, Windom. 


The PRESIDING OFFICER. No quorum has voted. 

Mr. SHERMAN. Let the roll be called. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The roll will be called. 

The Principal Legislative Clerk called the roll, and 44 Senators an- 
swered to their names. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. A quorum is present. The question 
recurs on agreeing to the amendment of the Senator from Tennessee 
{[Mr. Harris]. 

Mr. HARRIS. I desire to suggest to the Senator from Vermont in 
charge of the bill, from half'a dozen experiments that we have made I am 
satisfied, and I imagine he is, that we shall not have a quorum of un- 
paired Senators on the floor unless we resort to an order directing th« 
Sergeant-at-Arms to compel the attendance of Senators, and that would 
take at least until 12 0’clock. I think we shall economize time by ad- 
journing and meeting here to-morrow at 11 o’clock in a condition to 
proceed with the work. I shall not make the motion, but I do make 
the suggestion; and I think we shall economize if the Senator from Ver- 
mont will take that view of it. 

Mr. DAWES. I suggest an adjournment until 10 0’clock to-morrow 
morning. 

Mr. MORRILL. I notice that several Senators have come in, and 
they look exceedingly fresh. I think we are strong enough now to 
r0 On. 
= The PRESIDING OFFICER. The question is on the amendment 
of the Senator from Tennessee [Mr. HARRIS], on which the yeas and 
nays have been ordered. 

The Principal Legislative Clerk proceeded to call the roll, _ 

Mr. BUTLER (when his name was called). I am paired with the 
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Senator from Pennsylvania [Mr. CAMERON], and therefore I shall not | 


vote. 

Mr. HAMPTON (when his name was called). I am paired with the | 
Senator from Illinois [Mr. LoGan]. 

Mr. HILL (when his name was called). 
ator from Arkansas [Mr. WALKER]. 

Mr. JONAS (when his name was called). 
ator from New Jersey [Mr. SEWELL]. 
the evening. 

The roll-call was concluded. 

Mr. ROLLINS. The Senator from Florida [Mr. Jones] is paired 
with the Senator from Kansas [Mr. INGALLS]. The Senator trom Penn- 
sylvania [Mr. MITCHELL] is paired with the Senator from Virginia 
[Mr. JOHNSTON }. 

Mr. DAVIS, of West Virginia. I am paired with the Senator from 
Minnesota [Mr. W1INDOoM], but whenever I can vote as I believe he 
would, I vote. I make the announcement for the evening. 

The result was announced—yeas 13, nays 24; as follows: 

YEAS—13. 


I am paired with the Sen- 


I am paired with the Sen- 
I will announce the pair for 


Bayard, Garland, Maxey, Voorhecs 
Beck, ieorge, Morgan, 
Cockrell, Harris, Pendleton, 

e, McPherson, Ransom, 

NAYS—2. 
Abltrich, Davis of W.Va., Hawley, Morrill, 
Allison, Dawes, Toar, Platt, 
Anthony, Edmunds, Lapham, Rollins, 
Cameron of Wis., Frye, MeDill, Sawyer, 
Conger, Gorman, MeMillan, Sherman, 
Davis of Iil., Hale, Miller of Cal., Tabor. 
ABSENT—39. 

Barrow, Groome, Jones of Nevada, Saunders, 
Blair, Grover, Kellogg, Sewell, 
Brown, Hampton, Lamar, Slater, 
Butler, Harrison, Logan, Vance, 

4 Hill, Mahone, Van Wyck, 
Camden, Ingails, Miller of N. Y., Vest, 
Cameron of Pa., Jackson, Mitchell, Walker, 
Fair, Johnston, Plumb, Williams, 
Farley, Jonas, Pugh, Windom. 
Ferry, Jones of Florida, Saulsbury, 


The PRESIDING OFFICER. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. 
be called. 

The Principal Legislative Clerk called the roll, and forty-six Sen- 
ators answered to their names. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. A quorum is present. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. I move the following order: 

Ordered, That the Sergeant-at-Arms be, and he hereby is, directed to bring in 
forthwith the following-named Senators, who are absent from this sitting of the 
Senate without its leave, namely— 

I will put down their names as they occur on the roll. 

Mr. MCPHERSON. May I inquire if there is a quorum of Senators 
present ? 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. There is a quorum present. 

Mr. McPHERSON. Then I should like to inquire why the neces- 
sity of sending for absent Senators if there is a quorum here now? 

Mr. EDMUNDS. I have the floor, I believe, Mr. President. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Senator from Vermont is on the 
floor preparing a resolution and declines to yield. 

Mr. BAYARD. I suppose it is in order to move that the Senate 
adjourn? 

Mr. EDMUNDS. Not while I have the floor. 

Mr. BAYARD. Has the Senator from Vermont the floor ? 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. He has. 

Mr. BAYARD. I was not aware that he was in the Chamber. 

Mr. MCPHERSON. I wish to inquire under what rule the Senator 
from Vermont proposes to send for absent Senators? 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Chair suggests to the Senator 
from New Jersey that the Senator from Vermont is preparing a resolu- 
tion which has not yet been submitted. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. If Senators are unwilling to have me write out 
their names I will read them. I move the following order: 


Ordered, That the Sergeant-at-Arms be, and he hereby is, directed to bring in 
forthwith—— 


Mr. BAYARD. That is not the rule. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. It is the rule for me to state my proposition, I 
believe. 

Mr. BAYARD. But the Senator can not make a proposition in vio- 
lation of the rulesof theSenate. I am sure he would not wish to do so. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. I certainly can make a proposition if I have the 
floor, and I have the floor I believe. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. TheSenator from Vermont is entitled 
to the floor and will submit his proposition. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. Now I will begin again. 
order: 

Ordered, That the Sergeant-at-Arms be, and he hereby is, directed to bring in 
forthwith the following-named Senators, who are absent from this sitting of the 
Senate without its leave, namely: Senator Barrow, Senator Call, Senator Cam- 
den, Senator Cameron of Pennsylvania, Senator Fair, Senator Farley, Senator 
Ferry, Senator Groome, Senator Grover, Senator Harrison 


No quorum has voted. 


The rule requires another call of the roll. Let it 


I move the following 











Mr. HARRISON. 
Mr. EDMUNDS. 
Mr. HARRISON. 
Mr. EDMUNDS. 
Mr. HARRISON. 
out of the Chamber. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Secretary did not hear the re 
sponse of the Senator from Indiana [Mr. HArrrson]. 
Mr. EDMUNDS. I will omit the name of the Senator from Indiana 
Senator Ingalls, Senator Johnston, Senator Jones of Florida, Senator Jones of 
Nevada, Senator Kellogg, Senator Lamar, Senator Loran, Senator Mahone, Sen 
ator Miller of New York, Senator Mitchell, Senator Plumb, Senator Saulsbury, 
Senator Saunders, Senator Sewell, Senator Van Wyck, Senator Vest, Senator 
Walker, Senator Williams, and Senator Windom 


I am here. 

You stand on the roll as absent. 

I was here, and answered to my name 
Then the Secretary has made a mistake 


I answered on the roll-call, and I have not t 


Deen 


That is my motion, sir. 

Mr. BAYARD. I rise to a point of order. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Senator from Delaware will state 
his point of order. 

Mr. BAYARD. The order asked for by the Senator from Vermont is 
not warranted by the rules of this body; on the contrary, 
tion of the rules of this body. 

Mr. Ch INGER. I desire to make this point of order 

Mr. BAYARD. Iam stating a point of order, a 
state it. 

Mr. CONGER. 
proposition 

The PRESIDING OFFIC 
a point of order. 

Mr. CONGER. I make the point of order that the Chair has not 
stated the proposition and therefore there is no question- 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Senator trom Michigan is not in 
order while the Senator from Delaware is stating a point of order. The 
Senator from Delaware is entitled to the floor. 

Mr. BAYARD. My point of order is that where the Senate has pro 
vided by its rules for the mode in which absent Senators may be re 


it iS In viola- 


il am entitled to 


I call the Senator from Delaware to order on this 





7) 
aa 


The Senator from Delaware is stating 


| quested by order of the Senate to attend it is not in order or competent 


for a Senator to propose to direct the Sergeant-at-Arms to compel their 
attendance as has been proposed; and that it is a violation of the rule 
to propose a different method than that the rule itself provides. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Chair does not think that the point 
of order is well taken. The Chair will direct the Secretary to read the 
third rule. 

The Acting 


Secretary read as follows 


3. No Senator shall nt himself from the service of the Senate without leave 
of the Senate first obtained. Whenever it shall be ascertained that a quorum is 
not present, a majority of the Senators present may direct the Sergeant-~t-Arms 
to request, and, when necessary, to compel the attendance of the absent Senators, 
which order shall be determined without debate; and, pending its execution, 
and until a quorum shall be present, no motion, except a motion to adjourn, nor 
debate, shall be in order 

Mr. BAYARD 
Senate do now adjourn. 

Mr. HOAR. Has the motion of the Senator from Vermont [Mr. 
EDMUNDS] been stated from the chair? 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. 
Mr. HOAR. 
should adjourn. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. 
Vermont will be read. 

The Acting Secretary read as follows: 

Ordered, That the Sergeant-at-Arms be, and he hereby is, directed to bring in 
forthwith the following named Scnators who are absent from this sitting of the 
Senate without its leave, namely: Senator Barrow, Senator Call, Sena 
den, Senator Cameron of Pennsylvania, Senator Fair, Senator Farley, Senator 
Ferry, Senator Groome, Senator Grover, Senator Ingalls, Senator Johnston, 
Senator Jones of Florida, Senator Jones of Newada, Senator Kellogy, Senator 
Lamar, Senator Logan, Senator Mahone, Scnator Miller of New York, Senator 
Mitchell, Senator Plumb, Senator Saulsbury, Senator Saunders, Senator Sewell, 
Senator Van Wyck, Senator Vest, Senator Walker, Senator Williams, and Sena- 
tor Windom. 


Mr. BUTLER. I makethe point of order that the resolution of the 
Senator from Vermont is not in order. I will read the third rule un- 
der which it is offered: 


labs 


at 8 o’clock and 47 minutes p.m). I move that the 


It has not been read. 
It should be stated so as to be pending if the Senate 


The resolution of the Senator from 






or Cum- 


No Senator shall absent himself from the service of the Senate without leave 
of the Senate first obtained. Whenever it shall be ascertained that a quorum 
is not present, a majority of the Senators present may direct, &c. 

There isa quorum of the Senate present, and I submit to the Chair 
that the resolution is out of order. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. I can not debate it as it is not in order to do so. 
The answer is obvious enough, but [ have no right to state it. now. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. ‘The Senator from South Carolina 
makes the point of order that the resolution of the Senator from Ver- 
mont is not in order under the third rule. The Chair will submit the 
question to the Senate. 

Mr. SHERMAN. I thought a motion to adjourn had been made. 

Mr. BAYARD. At the request of the Senator from South Carolina 
{Mr. BuTLER] I withdraw the motion to adjourn which I made about 
ten minutes ago, and which was not acted upon. 

Mr. BUTLER. I should like to have the Chair determine the point 
of order I make. 
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The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Senator from South Carolina 
raises the point of order that there is no authority under the third rule 
to send for absentees when there is a quorum present. The Chair pre- 
fers to submit that question to the Senate. 

Mr. McPHERSON. Before any question is submitted to the Senate, 
permit me to make an explanation. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Debate is not in order. 

Mr. MCPHERSON. No debate is necessary, but I wish to state 
with regard to my colleague [Mr. SEWELL], who is announced as one 
of the absentees, that he is absent from the Senate necessarily on ac- 
count of illness. 

Mr. EDMUNDs. 
eXCUses, 

Mr. BUTLER. The whole question turns upon the fast whether 
there is a quorum present, and I submit tothe Chair that the roll-calls 
have developed the fact that there is a quorum present,{and the Senator 
from Vermont has no right, under the rules of the Senate, to offer any 
such resolution. I should like to hear the response to that. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. I do not intend to take time in debate. 
Senate want to say that they can not doanything because a majority is 
here, I should like to know it. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The Chair decided some timeagothat 
it is a question of the highest privilege to compel the attendance of 
absent members, and that the rule of the Senate being that no member 
shall be absent except by the leave of the Senate, the motion to send 
for absent Senators can be made when a roll-call shows that Senators 
are absent. The Chair holds that it is a question for the Senate to de- 
cide when it shall send the Sergeant-at-Arms for absentees. 

Mr. MORGAN. Before the present occupant of the chair took his 
seat the Chair submitted the question of order raised by the Senator 
from South Carolina to theSenate, and it has not been revoked so far as 
| have heard 

Mr. HQQOAR. It had not been submitted, as the record will show. 
The occupant of the chair merely suggested a purpose to submit it, but 
heard an explanation from aSenator in regard to his own decision after 
that. It had not been submitted. 

Mr. HALE. Does the Chair submit the question to the Senate? 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. No; the Chair never submits any- 
thing to the Senate. [Laughter. ] 

Mr. HALE. How is the Senate to know upon what to vote? I un- 
derstood, sitting here and listening with all attention, that the question 
was to be submitted to the Senate whether this motion is in order upon 
a roll-call by which a quorum is disclosed. I should be very glad to 
think that it is not in order. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. If the former occupant of the chair 
did actually submit the question, the Chair will consider it as having 
been submitted to the Senate. 

Mr. HARRIS. — It is certainly true that the Chair announced, ‘the 
Chair will submit this question to the Senate.’’ The Chair declined 
to decide it, saying that he would submit it to the Senate. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. The question was not stated, however. 

Mr. HARRIS. Then it wassuggested from this side of the Chamber 
that if submitted it was debatable, and the Chair indulged more or less 
of debate because it was submitted. 

Mr. GORMAN. The Senator from Tennessee has stated precisely 
what occurred. The point of order was made when I oceupied the chair 
for a few moments, and it being comparatively a new question to me I 
preferred to submit it to the Senate, and announced that I would sub- 
mit the question to the Senate. 

Mr. CAMERON, of Wisconsin. 
Senate ? 

Mr. GORMAN. I announced that it would be submitted to the 
Senate, and pending that the President pro tempore resumed the chair. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The question then will be submitted 
to the Senate. 

Mr. CAMERON, of Wisconsin. I ask that the Reporter’s notes be 
read, so that we may know whether it was or was not submitted. I 
did not understand that it was submitted. I understood the Chair to 
state that he would submit it, but in fact he did not. 

The PRESIDENT protempore. It was at the Secretary's table under- 
stood to have been submitted. 

Several SENATORS. Very well. 

Mr. HALE. Will the Chair state the question ? 

Mr. BLAIR. Let us have the minutes. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. They are immaterial. 
from Maryland [Mr. GoRMAN] says he submitted it. 

Mr. HALE. Now, will the Chair state the question ? 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The point of order is raised upon the 
resolution of the Senator from Vermont. The resolution will be read 
by the Secretary without reading the names. 

The Acting Secretary read as follows: 

Ordered, That the Sergeant-at-Arms be, and he hereby is, directed to bring in 
forthwith the following-named Senators who are absent from this sitting of the 
Senate without its leave, namely: 

Mr. BUTLER. 
the Secretary of the last call of the Senate whether there is a quorum 
present or not. 


All that will come up when Senators make their 


Did the Senator submit it to the 


The Senator 


| have the record of the vote and have the names announced ? 


| The PRESIDENT pro tempore. 








If the | 


| The PRESIDENT pro tempore. There was a quorum present and is. 
The Senator from South Carolina raises the point of order whether this 
resolution, there being a quorum of Senators present, is in order. He 
| denies it, and the Senator from Vermont aflirms it. Those who believe 
| that this resolution is in order will answer ‘‘ay’’—— 
Mr. SHERMAN. That is debatable now. 
| ‘The PRESIDENT pro tempore. Yes, sir; and those who think it is 
not in order will answer ** no.”’ 
Mr. MCPHERSON. How can we know anything about it unless we 


The PRESIDENT pro tempore. 
quorum present. 
Mr. MCPHERSON. 


The Chair states that there was a 


Very well. 
lorty-seven Senators are present, 

Mr. PENDLETON. Is it in order to move thatall further proceed- 
ings under the call of the Senate be dispensed with? 

Mr. EDMUNDS. There is not any proceeding under a call of thy 
Senate. 

Mr. PENDLETON. Is it notin order to stop this proceeding? 

Mr. SHERMAN. I suppose it is the inherent right of every legisla- 
tive body to compel the attendance of its members. This proceeding is 
not under Rule 2. That does not apply here. That only applies to 
cases where less than a quorum undertake to exercise this high power, 
but there is no question about the right of the Senate at any time to 
compel the attendance of absentees. A quorum being present, I do not 
believe myself it is wise to do further in that direction to-night than 
has been done. 

Mr. EDMUNDs. Let us get a decision as to its being in order. 

Mr. SHERMAN. To that | have no objection. So far as the point 
of order is concerned, I submit to the Senator from South Carolina that 
the question is not as to whether less than a quorum shall have the 
power to compel the attendance of absentees, because that power is ex- 
pressly conferred by the Constitution of the United States upon less 
than a quorum, and Rule 3 is made to carry out that power given, the 
only power that is given by the Constitution to less than a quorum 
But the power of a quorum when present to compel the attendance of 
absent Senators has never been called in question. It is inherent in 
every legislative body, and we can no doubt do it if we choose. 

Mr. BUTLER. I have no question on that subject; but I should 
like to ask the Senator from Ohio if we have the right now to insist by 
legislative proceedings of this body on compelling the attendance of the 
Senator from Minnesota, the Senator from Michigan, and the Senatoi 
from Nebraska? 

Mr. SHERMAN. We shall not do it: that is all about it. 

Mr. BUTLER. But Iam asking the Senator as to our right to do 
it. The Senator supposes we have the right te compel the attendanc: 
of Senators; and I put that question to him directly. 

Mr. SHERMAN. A majority of the Senate if it chooses might stop 
to-day until every Senator was present; that is, it has the power to do 
it; but that would be a gross abuse of power. 

Mr. BUTLER. Precisely; and it seems to me, with all due respect 
to the Senator from Ohio and the Senator from Vermont, that it is a 
great abuse of power to compel the attendance of Senators when we hav: 
a quorum present for the transaction of business, and the roll-call de- 
velops that fact. Now, we are called upon to compel the attendance o! 
Senators when there is a quorum present in the Senate competent to 
transact business. I make that point of order under the rules of the 
Senate in all seriousness. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. I have no right to debate a point of order that is 
made until the Chair has decided it. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The first question is 

Mr. VOORHEES. [rise to a parliamentary inquiry. I want to in- 
quire whether, when the Senators present make a quorum, those here 
who can not vote by reason of pairs can compel Senators who are absent 
to come here? 

Mr.EDMUNDS. Will the Chair state his point and give me the floor? 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The Senator from Vermont has the 
floor. 

Mr. VOORHEES. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. 

Mr. VOORHEES. 
did not answer. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The Chair can not answer it, because 
the Senator from Vermont (Mt r. EpMuNpDs] has the floor. The Sena- 
tor from Vermont offered a resolution. The Senator from Maryland 
[Mr. GorMAN] was then in the chair. A point of order was raised by 
the Senator from South Carolina [Mr. BuTLER] on that resolution that 
it was not in order. The then occupant of the chair, not being willing 
to decide the point of order, submitted it to the Senate; and that is the 
question before the Senate now, whether the resolution offered by the 
Senator from Vermont is or is not in order. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. On that point 

Mr. VOORHEES. I say to the Senator trom Vermont, with all due 





Rica 
I was listening to the Chair. 
[ rose to a parliamentary inquiry, which the Chair 








Now I ask for the announcement from the notes of | 





respect : ; 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. Does theSenator from Vermont yield ? 
Mr. VOORHEES. I am acting in perfect good faith, and I have made 
| an inquiry for my own information—— 
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Mr. EDMUNDS. Oh, I yield with great pleasure. 
Mr. VOORHEES. My only purpose is to tind out the law on this 


of the absence of other Senators who are not present, It Is a question, 
in my judgment, of the highest privilege and the highest importance 
matter. I wish to know from the superior experience on this subject | that the gentlemen who are absent should first be invited, as they have 
which the Senator from Vermont has, having been in the chair often | been, and, secondly, }x compelled, as my proposition is, to attend to 
himself, whether it is any more in order for Senators on the floor inthis | their duties and come into this Chamber and explain the reasons ot 
Chamber to break a quorum by pairing with each other than it is for | their absence. Some may be sick—I know that two or three are—oi 
Senators to go home? If I can have an answer to that I shall be en- | have a correct 
lightened, and I shall be glad to be enlightened. time. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. Mr. President, it is no part of my duty to reply Then the question is whether the third rule interferes with this 
to the inquiry of the Senator from Indiana; but the case is just this: | of ours? The third 
We find on every yea-and-nay vote of this body that a quorum does not | quorum to do something that nobody else could do, because the Cor 
vote and that one-third of the Senators or one-quarter are absent. Then | stitution provides that a major ity is necessary to the transaction of busi 
the rule requires the Chair to have the roll called. It is called, and it | ness. Then comes the exception, that in order to compel, wheti there 
appears that a quorum is present. You take another vote and imme- | is less than a quorum, the attendance of those who are not here, less 
diately, the question recurring on the previous pending amendment, | than a quorum can do it in order to make a body That does not it 
you find just as you did before that no quorum votes and that one- | terfere in the slightest degree with the power of a quorum here at any 
quarter or one-third of the Senators are absent. The reason that there | moment when a majority think it necessary to require the attendance 
is not a quorum now voting upon the questions pending on this bill is | of every Senator. That is all there is to it: and [ shall he glad to have 
because of pairs; it isnot what wecall filibustering, whatever that may | the Senate decide that point of order 
be, but gentlemen do not feel at liberty to vote, and therefore the ab- Mr. MORGAN. Mi 
sentees are the ones who blockade the progress of public business. Now, 
therefore, independent of this rule, which has no application to this 





and proper excuse which will be given at the prope 


rule is a rule giving an authority to k than a 


President, I recollect a very painful discussion 
that occurred on this question once, at atime of which Lam not per 
mitted to speak as to the details of that discussion or the action that 


question, I move that the absent Senators be brought in. They have | was proposed to be taken. It was done in executive session. ‘That 
already been requested by a previousorder of the Senate and they have | question was then very elaborately considered hy the Senate. Some 
not come. I now move that they be brought in, and the question is | of the best-informed Senators here gave their opinions upon it. In the 
whether it is competent for the Senate— course of that argument the constitutional provision which has been 
? Mr. RANSOM. Now, Mr. President—— referred to by the Senator from Ohio was brought up and examined 


is as tollows 


Mr. EDMUNDs. Iam not through yet, if the Senator will pardon | It 





me. - But a smaller number may ac rn from day to day, and may be authorized 
Mr. RANSOM. I want to make a suggestion to the Senator from | to compel the ratte ndance of absent members in such manner and under sacl 
Vermont, but I will not make it if it will trouble him any. penalties as each House may provide 


Mr. EDMUNDS. It does not trouble meatall. [shall be very glad This 
to hear it. ecuting; ner was it intended to cover the whole ground that might bx 

Mr. RANSOM. = [ wish to make this suggestion to the Senator from | taken by either House ina procedure to compel the attendance of a 
Vermont. If I comprehend the rule of the Senate—and I think there is | member. What is 
no difficulty in the judgment of Senators upon that rule—if the absence | adjourn from day to day, and may be authorized to compel the attend 
of a quorum is disclosed, then the Senators present can immediately | ance of absent members?’’? Authorized how? Authorized by some rul 
adopt a resolution to request the presence of the absent Senators. About | or by some law: 
that there is no doubt, there being no quorum present. Now, outside | 
of that rule entirely, in the absence of any rule upon that subject, the | as provided tor the adoption of a new rule, a proceeding of a quasi-crim 
Senator from Vermont offers a resolution that the Sergeant-at-Arms | inal nature against an absent Senator Why is the languaye ** unde: 
shall be directed to compel the presence of absent Senators. I say that | such penalties as each [Louse 


s provision of the Constitution was not intended to be selt-ey 


sueaning of the words ‘'a smaller number may 


not authorized to take up, as we are doing now it ap 
pears, the subject summarily and without notice, even a day's notice 


may provide 7 put into this part ol the 


the Senator can not accomplish by that motion what he desires todo this | Constitution? Because it is necessary to a proper execution of this a 
evening, for I want to ask him now, if I object to that and insist that | ticle of the Constitution that the law or rule should be adopted in 
that motion shall go over one day under the rules, is it not obliged to | formal way affixing the penalties 
go over for a day, being a new order not in the rules ? What penalties will attach to our action to-day if a Senator should 
Mr. EDMUNDS. [do not agree with my friend from North Caro- | disregard this unauthorized order that we are sending out and should 
lina. say that there was still a higher question of privilege than that o! 
Mr. RANSOM. May | suggest my reason for that idea of mine to Senator on this floor, which was the privilege of personal protection to 
the Senator from Vermont? | his rights. You can imagine many circumstances in which a Senator 
Mr. EDMUNDS. [think I comprehend it, but [shall beglad to hear. | might be placed, where it would be cruelty and injustice of the hig! 
Mr. RANSOM. The Senate has « right to compel the presence of its | est degree to take his body—tor that isthe meaning of this order—and 
members, and the rule provides that in the absence of a quorum then | bring him before the Senat: If the power that we are exerting here is 


it may do it immediately without any notice; but what is the case 
now? The absent Senators are not necessary to the organization of this | it would dety the right of a writ of habeas corpus; and if Mr. Par 
body; they are not necessary to the ordinary transaction of business; | who is absent in California or Nevada, or Mr. Winbom, who is absent 
they are not necessary really under the law and the rules of the Senate | in Minnesota attending to his election, or Mr. SAUNDERS, who is ab 
for any business we may desire to proceed with. Then I insist that a | sent, or any other gentleman who is absent by the tacit consent of t] 
high question of that character, a proposition to send for a Senator and | Senate, if not by its express leave, should become the subject of t] 
bring him here, certainly should have « day’s notice for proper consid- | order in his own State, if the order is valid the power of the writ o 
eration. If it should not, what question should have a day’s notice? | habeas corpus can not reach that man so as to take him out of the en 
If a question of the importance of bringing a Senator here who is ab- | tody of the Sergeant-at-Arms, for the order of the Senate puts him in the 
sent, without inquiring into the reasons of his absence, without know- | custody of the Sergeant to bring him here; to bring him here in spite ot 
ing what has taken him from the Senate, is not a question of sufficient | his opposition; to bring him, if need be, in chains; to bring him at the 
dignity to require a day’s notice, what question is, and why the secur- | expense of his life; because, if the order is valid, the Senator must 
ity that is given to every Senator that he shall have a day’s notice of a | yield. 
resolution before it can be acted on? Now, sir, until we have enacted laws or rules to mect a case like thi 
Mr. EDMUNDS. If it is perfectly agreeable to everybody, L will | we are transgressing the boundaries of our authority in a most seriou 
now go on with what I have to say. If anybody else wishes to submit | way if we undertake to send out a missive after an absent Senator, and 
observations before I submit mine I yield with great pleasure. that, too, from a pretext which we know to be untrue, and’ which is, 
Mr. RANSOM. I asked permission of the Senator from Vermont | that they have been invited to come here. There is not a Senator ot 
before I said a word. | this body who has had personal notice served upon him of the desire or 
Mr. EDMUNDS. Certainly, and the Senator had my permission. | request of the Senate that he should be here; and yet it is assumed that 
{ was only calling for other observations. he has been notified. This is the condition precedent of our action in 
If somebody at this moment were to stand up here and fire a gun at | this matter, and that great assumption is made for the purpose of strik 
you, Mr. President, and an order was moved at once that that person | ing down the personal liberty of aman, as well as the dignity and the 
should be taken into custody, I ask whether the Senator would stand | honor of a Senator, and of the State that he represents. 
up and say, ‘‘ That requires a day’s notice?’’ I had supposed that a Mr. President, we have enacted laws in pursuance of that provision 
body of this character had sufficient power of self-preservation, over | of the Constitution; and what arethey ? Here is the rule of the Senat: 
and above all rules, to pass any order necessary to its own existence | which finds no other warrant at all except that provision in the Const 
without any notice whatever. That would not condemn any man un- | tution. The first part of it is: ‘‘ No Senator shall absent himself fi 
heard; and you do not condemn any man unheard when you send for | the service of the Senate without leave of the Senate first obtained.’ 
hin and bring him in to be heard. That is enough for that. Itis not | That is not in theConstitution. You can not find that provision ther 
necessary to waste time in discussing a proposition of that kind. What is the next? 
When the Senate finds itself incapable of doing the business that the | Wyenever it shall be ascertained that a quorum is not present, a maj 
country has intrusted to it, although a majority is present, on account | the Senators present may direct the Sergeant-at-Arms to request, and, whos 


as supreme as the honorable Senator from Vermont seems to think it is, 
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necessary, to compel the attendance of the absent Senators, which order shall 
be determined without debate; and, pending its execution, and wntil a quorum 
— be present, no motion, except a motion to adjourn, nor debate, shall be in 
order, 

We have executed, according to our own judgment, in this rule that 
we have adopted this power of the Constitution. If we have not gone 
far enough to suit the Senator from Vermont let us stop and put in a 
rule giving at least one day’s notice of it, debate it and settle upon it, 
so that we can have a law binding ourselves, as well as everybody else, 
in regard to the manner in which we shall adopt coercive measures 
against absent Senators. 

Mr. COCKRELL. Will the Senator now answer this question, why 
the Senate would pass a rule simply requiring a majority vote of the 
Senate, which would be more binding than the power the Senate could 
exercise now ? 

Mr. MORGAN. Ido not believe I comprehend the Senator. 

Mr. COCKRELL. How could that rule give to the Senate any con- 
stitutional power or function that it does not possess to-day ? 

Mr. MORGAN. Nobody ever heard me contend for such a piece of 
folly as that. I hope the Senator from Missouri will have a better opin- 
ion of what little knowledge I have of the Constitution than to suppose 
I think we can enlarge the Constitution by a rule. 

Mr. COCKRELL. Not enlarge the Constitution, but the power of 
the Senate by a rule. 

Mr. MORGAN. The power of the Senate under the Constitution? 

Mr. COCKRELL. Can we enlarge the power of the Senate by a rule? 

Mr. MORGAN. Notat all. 

Mr. VOORHEES. The Senator from Alabama having answered sat- 
isfactorily that the Senate can not enlarge its powers beyond what are 
given by the Constitution, [ should like to ask him another question. 
I have asked the question in two different quarters to-night in vain. 
Now, I want to ask the Senator from Alabama his opinion upon this 
point: whether a call of the Senate followed by an arbitrary enforce- 
ment can be made when it is disclosed that there is a quorum on the 
floor and the trouble is caused by parties present making pairs with 
those who are absent, so that some of them who are here are consenting 
to the absence of the others, and in that way we happen to stand with 
less than a quorum. I asked the Senator from Vermont, and he did 
not deign to make any answer. I asked the Chair as a parliamentary 
inquiry, and could get no answer from him. Now I ask the Senator 
from Alabama whether in the face of the fact that there is a querum 
present on this floor answering to the roll-call we have the power to 
order the Sergeant-at-Arms to go out and arrest Senators and bring them 
here? I want that question answered. Iam going to keep on asking it. 

Mr. MORGAN. I was about to answer that question, or at least I 
was proceeding to the eonsideration of that proposition. I was first 
trying to examine what was the extent of our constitutional powers, 
and second how far we had proceeded in the execution of them by the 
passage of the rule cited, and then I was about to say that in the pas- 
sage of that rule we had confined ourselves to a particular method of 
procedure, and that method of procedure was based on the proposition 
that there must be a quorum absent; that is to say, if a quorum is 
present the power does not exist. 


Mr. MAXEY. I want to get the opinion of the Senator from Ala- 
bama on that very point. The Constitution says a quorum may do busi- 
ness, 


It gives to a minority, less than a quorum, the power tocompel 
the attendance of a quorum. What for? Because there is not a quo- 
rum to do business. Now, de we have the power here, when there isa 
quorum, to do that? Has that quorum the power to send for absent 
members when the very purpose of the Constitution is that absent Sen- 
ators are sent for to make a quorum? 

Mr. MORGAN. I shall be very brief in my remarks. I did not ex- 
pect tostir up all this hubbub in the Senate. I wish to say merely this: 
that the Constitution limits our power; it requires us to adopt rules 
either in the shape of laws or rules of practice in the Senate defining 
the manner of the exercise of this power. We have done it; we have 
exercised that power on our part, and it has produced Rule No. 3. The 
second clause of that is: 

Whenever it shall be ascertained that a quorum is not present a majority of 
the Senators present may direct the Sergeant-at-Arms to request, and when 
necessary, to compel the attendance of the absent Senators, 

There is a power to be exercised on the condition expressed in the 
rule, and if a roll-call discloses that there are 39 members present in 
this body, then we have a lawfully-constituted Senate, and can proceed 
with the dispatch of business, and the rule follows the Constitution. 
If Senators by pairing—if 38 out of 39 Senators present, by pairing, have 
made it impossible that they can vote on a qnestion, nothing remains for 
them to do but one of two things: break their pairs or adjourn the Sen- 
ate; for while there is no law that authorizes pairing at all, it is a mat- 
ter of universal consent in this and in all other parliamentary bodies, 
i believe, which we would not dare to violate; honor would not per- 
mit it. 

Here, then, is the case presented where the rule does not apply, be- 
cause the condition upon which the rule is to take effect has not arisen; 
that is to say, there isa quorum present; there is a lawfully constituted 
Senate present at the time, competent to do the business of this body. 

* Now, one word more. Suppose we do proceed in the manner indi- 





cated by the resolution of the Senator from Vermont, do we proceed uy- 
der any existing rule? We proceed outside of it. Therefore the point 
made by the Senator from North Carolina [Mr. Ransom] was strict) : 
correct, that it is a new rule and it can not be adopted by the Sen 
without at least a day’s notice. 

Mr. RANSOM. Will my friend from Alabama allow me to read the 
rule? 

Mr. MORGAN. Certainly. 

Mr. RANSOM. Rule 33 reads: 

33, All resolutions shall lie over one day for consideration, unless by unani- 
mous consent the Senate shall otherwise direct, 

Mr. MORGAN. I desire now to say this: The debate to which I re. 
ferred a while ago, which occupied a great deal of time and caused great 
anxiety in this body in executive session, can never be referred to in 
such a way as to bring out the point that there arose and the various 
propositions that were made there in respect of the proper method of 
executing this rule. I am now glad that this subject is before the Sen- 
ate, and I should like to call the attention of the Committee on Rules 
to this question. This provision of the Constitution has been very im- 
perfectly provided for by rule, and when we come to execute the power 
which is given us in the Constitution of sending for an absent member 
of this body we have got no sufficient rule to justify the action or to de- 
fine the action or the powers of the Sergeant-at-Arms when we send him 
out. He goes out with letter of marque and reprisal to catch Senators 
wherever he can, without affidavit, and to imprison them and to bring 
them here in any way that he may see proper and deliver them bound 
into the hands of this body. 

I took occasion to speak on this subject when the Senate was occu- 
pied for a long time in hearing protests and remonstrances of gentlemen 
who had been called upon in this way to come in who had been put in 
default by action of the Senate, they having had no previous notice. 
Our rule says that the Sergeant-at-Arms is ‘‘to request, and, when 
necessary, to compel, the attendance of the absent Senators.’’ First the 
request must be made. We have no jurisdiction to authorize him un- 
der this rule to take any man into custody until he has first requested 
him. Has the request been made here to-day of any absent Senator to 
come to this body? There has been no request made. 

Mr. President, it may be considered by some gentlemen a slight 
thing to put Senators of the United States from the different States of 
this country in default before this body. It may be considered a very 
weak privilege to them that they should have the opportunity without 
asking the formal leave of the Senate to go and attend to matters of 
the greatest possible personal and private and public interest also 
While they are absent and have not the right to speak, I rise to speak 
for them. We have got no right to send out our mandatory orders to 
capture them like criminals, culprits, or convicts and bring them before 
this body in disgrace until they can remove the impeachment. 

I dare say that every Senator absent from the body to-day has a good 
excuse for hisabsence, and we should go through the formality of having 
first impeached them in respect of their absence and then being com- 
pelled to accept their excuse, which would be like an apology of the 
Senate to them for its overhasty action. I insist that before we shal! 
ever undertake to execute the mandatory part of this rule, that part 
which relates to taking in custody the bodies of Senators, we shal! do 
ourselves the credit to lay down rules here under which the Sergeant 
at-Arms himself may be justitied. 

Sir, if I were Sergeant-at-Arms of the Senate I would not execute an 
order, or attempt to do it, couched in such vague and indefinite terms 
as that presented by the Senator from Vermont. If I could not pro- 
duce a better authority than that resolution for taking a Senator into 
custody I would never do it, because I would know that I was violating 
the Constitution of the country which obtained, if in favor of nobody 
else, at least in favor of a private citizen; and I can not understand why 
the personal rights of a man under the Constitution are hampered and 
destroyed by the fact that a sovereign Stateof this country has conferred 
upon him the honor and entitled him to the title of a Senator. 

Any man, the humblestin thisland, may stand in defiance of your Ser- 
geant-at-Arms under no better order than that of the Senator from Ver- 
mont. Suppose you should send your Sergeant-at-Arms down into the 
town to haul up some private citizen here who might be supposed to 
have treated this body with contempt. The contempt is not ascertained; 
no affidavit has been made; no formulation of charges has been made 
against him; no criminal act has been hinted at before the Senate 
Sir, he would havea right to resist your authority if you should attempt 
such an outrage as that against a mere private citizen of this land 
Does the fact of his being a Senator of the United States put him under 
subordination to an authority of this body which a common private 
citizen could resist with impunity ? 

This is a subject which requires attention from this body, and I am 
glad that it has come up in order that we may try and formulate some 
rule to execute properly this provision of the Constitution. 

Mr. HALE. I move to lay the resolution on the table. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. On that I ask for the yeas and nays. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. Does the Senator from Maine mean 
the order? 

Mr. HALE. The resolution in the form of an order. 
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Mr. EDMUNDS. But the question pending is upon the point of | 


order submitted to the Senate. 
laid on the table. 

Mr. BUTLER. I raised a point of order on the resolution of the 
Senator from Vermont, and that I understand to be pending before the 
Senate. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The question is whether the resolu- 
tion or motion of the Senator from Vermont is in order. 

Mr. BUTLER. That is the point. 

Mr. HALE. Pending that, is it not in order to move to lay it on the 
table ? 

Mr. EDMUNDS. The pending question is the point of orde: 

Mr. BUTLER. A point of order can be laid on the table. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. If the resolution is decided to be in 
order, then the motion to lay the resolution on the table will be in 
order. 

Mr. HALE. I withdraw my motion until then. 

Mr. HARRIS. Thequestion before the Senate is whether or not the 
resolution is properly before the Senate, and until that is decided it can 
hardly be laid on the table. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. 
resolution is in order or not. 
be laid on the table. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. On that question I ask for the yeas and nays. 

Mr. HOAR. Mr. President, I should like to vote with the Senator 
from Vermont if I could, but it seems to me his motion is out of order 
for this reason: I have no doubt that a majority of the Senate, a quo- 
rum being present, may do what less than a quorum may do, may com- 


It is not very clear that that can be 


The simple question is whether this 


pel the attendance of absent members; but the Senate has before it a | 


pending question, and Rule 43 is: 


When a question is pending, no motion shal! be received but 
To adjourn, 
To adjourn to a day certain, Ke. 


Now, I do not doubt that there are questions of high privilege, like 
the question the Senator from Vermont supposed, in the case of an as- 
sault on the Chair or on a member of the body in its presence, not enu- 
merated in this list of motions, which may be put when a question is 
pending, which might require a motion and justify it; but I do not be- 


lieve that it is a question of privilege which entitles any single mem- | 


ber of the Senate to demand that it shall lay aside its pending business. 
If, when it is ascertained, whether by a call of the roll or in any other 
way, that one Senator is absent, it is in order to make this motion with- 
out first a vote of the Senate laying aside the pending business, clearing 
the decks for the resolution, then the question suggested of its going over 
for one day would arise; but without adverting to that, if it be in order, 
to compel the Senate to lay aside its pending business and take up this 
resolution, it is in order for any member of the Senate at any time to 


call attention te the absence of any Senator, and to follow with a mo- | 


tion that he be ordered to be brought in, put the motion under debate, 
and eompel the Senate to lay aside all its business. 


The fact that there is no precedent for such a privileged question is | 


enough almost of itself to decide it; but independent of that fact, surely 
the absence of a single Senator, or of any number less than a quorum, 
does not prevent the Senate from going on, under the Constitution, with 
its business. How, therefore, is a Senator’s disobedience to the call a 
question of high privilege, which forees its way against all pending 
business, when such absence is not an interference with the power of the 
Senate to go on under the Constitution and transact its business? I 
shall therefore be compelled to vote that this motion, while a bill is 
pending, the question being on the third reading of the bill, is not a 


question of privilege to justify a single Senator to require the action of 


the Senate upon it. 

Mr. INGALLS. Mr. President, may I ask the Chair whether I am 
present or absent? [Laughter.] I came into the Chamber voluntarily 
a few moments since, having been temporarily absent for a short time 
without leave of the Senate, and am advised that I am. technically, or 
either technically now or about to be, in the custody of the Sergeant- 
at-Arms. I should feel somewhat indelicate, if I am in custody, in 
voting upon the question whether this resolution is in order or not. If 


I can be discharged from custody, and regarded as a present member of 





the Senate I should like to make an observation 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The Chair recognizes the Senator 
from Kansas. 

Mr. BUTLER. I movethat the Senator from Kansas be released from 
arrest and allowed to proceed. [ Laughter. ] 

Mr. INGALLS. I do not understand that I have ever been under 
arrest. 
The PRESIDENT pro tempore. 
floor. 

Mr. INGALLS. 


The Senator from Kansas has the 


I was informed by the Sergeant-at-Arms that a 


messenger had been sent to my lodgings to notify me to attend; but 1 | 


did not receive the notice and I came in voluntarily, having been ab- 
sent upon an innocent errand, not knowing that I was violating the 
rules of the Senate or that my presence was needed here, and I respect- 
7 ask that my name may be excluded from the reselution 

Mr. EDMUNDS. The question now is whether it is In order 
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When it is before the Senate, it can then | 
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Mr. INGALLS. Yes, Mr. President, it is a question wheth 


it 
in order or not; but the question that concerns me is whether | am to 
be arrested or not 
The PRESIDEN! ] femy Whether the resolutio ~> or 
not 
Mr. INGALLS So tar as the question ol order is concerned, this is 


a very ancient controversy >it comes up again and again W ith eve ry re 
curring year. The attemptis made to compel the attendan 
members, and after « short and inglorious controversy, 
are terminated and the business goes on as before 

It is useless te say that under the Consti ion orunderthe rules of this 
body the business before the Senate can be interfered withif at any time it 
happens thata member isabsent, and an orderentered to bring him in for 
the purpose of giving an excuse as to the occasion of his absenc: Unde 
the Constitution the power is given toasmaller number than a majority 
to compel the attendance of absent members. Why? Simply because 
under the Constitution less than a majority is not a quorum to do busi 
ness. 


> ot absent 
the proceedings 


nt 
tt 


Therefore, whenever there is a quorum present the only power 
that a majority can exercise toward an absent member is to require him 
to be present, and if he refuse I have no doubt there is the power to 
punish him for disorderly behavior, or if he continues to be contume 
| lious there can be no doubt of the power, two-thirds of the Senate con 
senting, toexpel him. Bot to say that under the rules of the Senate 
when it appears that a majority, which forms a quorum under the Con 
stitution, can transact business, can continue operati: 
the purpose of bringing in absent members, is 
mentary nonsense 


m under acall for 


In my judgment parlia 


I shall therefore, with the view L entertain on this subject, vote that 

this resolution is not in order, and more particularly now anyway be 

| cause it includes me and directs the Sergeant-at-Arms to bring me in 
when I am here corporeally present in the body and ready to attend to 
the business of the Senate. 

Mr. HALE. Mr. President, I shall vote that the order or resolution 
| of the Senator from Vermont is not in order, first, because I believe 
that when the presence of a quorum is disclosed, the obstacle to doing 

business being removed, the reason for the rule ceases, and the part of 
| the Senate to do at that time is to proceed to business. We have lost 
} an hour upon this discussion, worse than uselessly, and we had better 
| proceed with the consideration of the tariff bill. Hence I shall vote 
that it is not in order, because as a practical question I do not believe 
| that the Senator from Vermont [ Mr. EpMuNpDs] has found an adequate 
remedy for the trouble that we are in. We have spent upon the debate 
|on the tariff bill, general debate, long speech-making upon a thread 
bare subject, five-sixths of the time since the bill was introduced by the 
ee from Vermont [Mr. MorriLi]. The remedy to be applied 
here, if anything is expected to be done, and I ask the Senator from 
| Vermont [Mr. EpMuNDs] with his experience here and 
vate on this bill 


business upon it until eith 


the influence 
he has to apply it, is the limited rule of de 


shall 
never proceed to do any 


ite 


VV « 


a five-mint or 


a ten-minute rule is applied. We have to-day used up nine-tenths of 
| the time in long speeches 
Now I say to the Senator from Vermont that I will join with him in 
| the passage of a five or ten minute rule and stand by it I will go fur 
ther than that. I will to-morrow morning introduce a ne rule or 
resolution to apply the five-minute rule to debate upon th bill; and 
| if that is passed I will guarantee to stay here early and late discussing the 
different questions that come up as different articles are reached undet 


the five-minute rule that has been four 
until we finish this bill. But [I expect when that is introduced that 
| the Senator from Vermont will oj Ife believes that if he comes 
| here at any time and happens to find the floor vacant, it is the privilege 
of any Senator to talk always and forever—not that he does it; we listen 
to him with not only respect but with a gained information; bat we 
| shall never have any progress made on this bill until ipply the five- 
minute rule to the clauses as they come up. 
Mr. BECK. will the 


id. so eflicacious in the other Louse, 


Now, Senator from Maine 


he sits down 


relieve me from a little difficulty that I have had in th proceedings ? 
| We had a quorum here two or three times t | quorum com- 
posed of paired men. The Senator from M himsel! was necessarily 
| absent and I was paired with him. Supp [ hat voted to make @ 
| quorum and my vote had carried in the aflirm e the proposition of 
| the Senator from Tennessee | Mr. ILARKI would the Senator from 
Maine who was opposed to that have thought it entirely fuir? The 
difficulty we have is not th sence of aq but the presence of 
a quorum not composed of unpaired men; and yet we can all answer 
to the roll-eall as being here « f we are pair There is the troa 
| ble. 
Mr. HAL! Phat is one of the difficulties of the present situation 
So long as so much time is oceupied in wl called general debate 
speeches that run hour by hour, speeches that are repetitions and re 
repetitions on this old thre ulbare subject Senators will leave the Cham 
ber for an hour or two h in ent evening, and when they go 
they will pai: 
Now, Taay that so long as we contin this sort of general debate I 


will take to myself the privilege ot 
twe hours it 


a Senator of leaving for an hour or 
I choose, and T widl not vote when I am present (as I am 
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here now and expect to be) to dragoon other Senators by bringing them 
in; but if I can have a speedy and swift process of bringing the differ- 
ent subjects in the tariff bill to a head by a limited debate, I pledge 
myself to stay here and never be absent and never be paired, but until 
that is done | will exercise my discretion, and will leave the Chamber 
for a time if I believe no voting is to take place. 

Mr. VOORHEES. It is not a question of whether we have limited 
or long debate. I amas anxious to close the discussion of the tariff ques- 
tion as anybody in this Chamber; I have looked with as much appre- 
hension upon its prolongation as anybody here; but that does not affect 
the merit of the question before this body at this time. With all due 
respect to the Senator from Vermont, I look upon his resolution as a 
broad farce, and now I intend once more to interrogate this body and 
the last Senator on the floor, and I crave the attention of the Senator 
from Maine to answer me whether when a roll-call discloses the pres- 
ence of a quorum there is any power in the body to send out warrants 
of arrest for absentees ? 

Mr. HALE. I will answer the Senator, that under the rules as found 
in the book of rules I do not believe there is the least power. Thatis 
perfectly clear. Whatever reserved power there may be aside from that 
is a subject that I have not investigated. Under the rules I am confi- 
dent. 

Mr. VOORHEES. Reserved power we have not yet reached, and I 
hope we shall have no necessity to reach it. Iam assuming that it is 
a case for direct power. I am very much obliged to the Senator from 
Maine, for I have interrogated in every quarter here to-night to know 
whether Senators sitting in their chairs here not answering to their 
names, pairing with absentees, and making the absentees believe that 
they are safe in their absence, can make it lawfal for this body to order 
the arrest of those gentlemen who are absent? That is what I desire 
to know. 

I understand the rule to be that when the roll-call discloses the ab- 
sence of a quorum then there can be a callof the Senate. The absence 
of a quorum may be disclosed in a vote upon a question which will re- 
sult in a call of the Senate, and in that call the presence of a quorum 
may be disclosed here. Then I want to know what power there is to send 
for men who are absent when you overlook the men who are sitting here 
and all about? That is what I desire to know, and the Senator from 
Maine is the first man who has answered that. 

I deny the power. I have served ina minority for years in the 
House of Representatives, and I know what the power of men ina minor- 
ity is sitting in that Chamber and declining to vote in order to insure 
privileges and rights in that body, and I know that it does not warrant 
the arrest and procurement of those who are absent by force; I know 
that very well. Mr. President, here is a quorum; there is a quorum 
of this body present. There is a quorum here on this floor, and you 
have officially announced it, and I want to know whether you will ar- 
rest men because they are absent, when the Chair itself has officially 
announced that a quorum is here answering to the roll-call. The rule 
says the power shall be exercised in the absence of a quorum. There 
is no absence of a qudérum; the Chair himself has told us there is a 
quorum here. Let the rule be enforced to make men vote, or if you 
can not make them vote, then let us go our several ways. If you can 
not make those vote who are here, what is the use of bringing men here 
who are absent, when you can not make them vote after you get them 
here ? 

Mr. BurTLer and Mr. SHERMAN addressed the Chair. 

Mr. SHERMAN. I wish to ask a question. What is the pending 
question? 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. Does the Senator from Indiana yield ? 

Mr. VOORHEES. I think I ought to yield to the Senator from South 
Carolina first, because I think he rose first. 

Mr. BUTLER. I was going to make this point: When my friend 
from Indiana animadverts rather severely on those of us who are here 
and paired —— 

Mr. VOORHEES. I do not, sir. You have a right to be paired. 
tlas the Senate a right to order men absent that you are paired with to 
be arrested ? 

Mr. BUTLER. I misunderstood the Senator. I thought he was 
making some reflection on those of us who were paired. 

Mr. VOORHEES. Notatall. You had a right to be paired. 

Mr. BUTLER. Iam paired. 

Mr. VOORHEES. Undoubtedly you have the right to be paired. I 
now yield to the Senator from Ohio. 

Mr. SHERMAN. I simply state very frankly that I sought the floor 
to say that we are wasting time; and so I wished first to ascertain what 
is the question before the Senate. 

The PRESIDENT tempore. The Chair has stated the question. 
It is whether the resolution of the Senator from Vermont——__- 

Mr. VOORHEES. I wish to hear the Senator from Ohio. I can not 
hear him. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The question is whet 
tion of the Senator from Vermont is in order. 

Mr.SHERMAN. I wish to lay that question of order on the table. 
I make that motion. lisp 

Mr. VOORHEES. The Senator from Ohio will ask the floor from me 
before he gets it. I beg pardon; the Senator from Ohio has notthe floor. 


resolu- 








Mr. SHERMAN. I will make the motion as soon as I can get the 
floor. I have been struggling for it. 

Mr. VOORHEES. I distinctly said I would yield to the Senator from 
Ohio or the Senator from South Carolina; but finding that the Senator 
from South Carolina rose first and asked a question I yielded to him. 


| and I do not think it becoming in the Senator from Ohio, under thes 


circumstances, on that distinct notice, to assume the floor; not that | 
have anything much further to say. 

Mr. SHERMAN. I simply did it, as I supposed, with the consent o; 
the Senator from Indiana, and, as I thought, to promote the views hy 
had. 

Mr. VOORHEES. No, sir. 

Mr. SHERMAN, When he is through I will try to get the floor. 

Mr. VOORHEES. I have the floor and the Senator can not get it ip 
that way fom me. I simply wish to enforce for a single moment tl: 
point that I made. Will any Senator assume here that if Senators 
present have a right to withhold their votes, which they have, Senators 
who are absent can be brought here with any usefulness, any utility, 
when they can withhold their votes, and how are you going to comp ] 
them to vote? This is an independent body, not a body of children 
It is not a puerile body, it isa body of independent men; and one of th 
great vices and follies of this body is to try to do business after the gen- 
eral mind and purpose of the body is against it. You might as well at- 
tempt, I will say to the Senator from Vermont, to compel a horse to drink 
after you had led him to the trough. You can not doit. Sowith this 
body. When the hour for adjournment properly has arrived adjourn 
ment ought to take place. We meet here at 110’clock; we have sat here 
now ten or eleven hours; we all desire to transact the business of the 
country, but there comes a time when a cessation from labor is proper. 

I wish to say simply, as I did at the start, that if the Chair had an- 
swered the parliamentary inquiry when I first propounded it, whether 
when the Chair announced a quorum officially there could be a call of 
the Senate, there would have been no necessity for this subsequent 
debate. 

Mr. SHERMAN. Mr. President, all I desire is that we may proceed 
to business; and as I believe that the rules plainly provide whenever 
any question is before the Senate that it is within the power of a ma 
jority of the Senate to lay that question aside, I do not care what the 
question is, I respectfully again submit the motion to lay the pending 
question upon the table. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The resolution is not before the Sen 
ate. A point of order is raised that it is not in order. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. Any Senator can move to lay that question on th: 
table, undoubtedly. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The pointof order can be laid on tli 
table. 

Mr. SHERMAN. That is precisely what I propose to do. I mov« 
to lay the point of order on the table. 

Mr. RANSOM. I rise to a point of order. 

Mr. SHERMAN. I say that is not debatable. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. It is not debatable; but a point of 
order may be stated. 

Mr. RANSOM. I knew it was not debatable, and therefore I rose to a 
point of order. The Senator from Ohio moves to lay the point of order 
on the table. Does that carry with-it the resolution ? 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. It does. 

Mr. SHERMAN. I intend to follow it by such a motion if it does 
not. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. It does not carry it. 

Mr. RANSOM. I understand the Chair to rule that that carries the 
resolution to the table too. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. No; on reflection the Chair thinks 
it does not. 

Mr. RANSOM. I did not think it did; but the Chair said so. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The Senate can lay the resolution 
on the table. 

Mr. HOAR. How does the resolution get before the Senate? The 
Chair has not ruled that it is before the Senate. He has only submit- 
ted to the Senate whether it is in order. If we lay that on the table, 
where is the resolution? 

Mr. SHERMAN. I ask for a decision on the question of the point 
of order. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. It is clear enough that a motion to lay a point of 
order on the table does not carry the matter on which the point of order 
is raised with it. If it is laid upon the table the point of order is dis- 
posed of, and then the resolution can be laid on the table or otherwise 
disposed of as the Senate pleases. That has been decided a thousand 
times. 

Mr. HALE. The Chair decided once that the motion was not in 
order when I made it myself. 

Mr. BUTLER. Why not meet the question directly by voting on the 
point of order? 

Mr. SHERMAN. It is not debatable. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. It is moved to lay the point of order 
on the table. Then the resolution can be laid on the table afterward. 
The question is on the motion to lay the point of order on the table. 

Mr. MORGAN. I raise the poiot of order that the motion to lay the 
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int of order on the table does not now reach it. ‘The Chair having 
submitted the point of order to the Senate, the next order of business 
is to decide it. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The question is on the motion to 
lay the point of order on the table. The Chair overrules the point of 
order made by the Senator from Alabama and decides the motion to be 
in order. The question is on laying the point of order on the, table. 
[Putting the question.] The ayes seem to have it. 

Mr. BUTLER. Iask for the yeas and nays on that. [ want that 
point of order determined, unless the Senator from Vermont will with 
draw his resolution. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. The point of order being laid onthe table, I shall 
now, if you do not ask for the yeas and nays, withdraw the order that 
I have offered in order to let the Senate go on, for apparently there ; 
enough here to do so. 

Mr. BUTLER. Ah! 

Mr. EDMUNDS. In ten or fifteen minutes I may hav 
again. 

Mr. BUTLER. If the Senator withdraws his resolution I withdraw 
the demand for the yeas and nays. 

Mr. RANSOM. Of course the Senator from Vermont can withdraw 
the resolution and not have the point of order decided. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. I withdraw, if the Chair please, the order I offered; 
not because I do not believe in it, but because I believe the Senate is 
in no condition at this present time to consider it with any sort 
reflection. 

Mr. MORRILL. 
tariff bill. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The question is on the amendment 
of the Senator from Tennessee [Mr. HAkris]. 

The Principal Legislative Clerk proceeded to call the roll. 

Mr. BLAIR (when his name wascalled). Iam paired with the Sena 
torfrom Georgia [Mr. BARrow]. Ifhe were here, I should vote ‘‘ nay.”’ 

Mr. BUTLER (when his name was called). I am paired with the 
Senator from Pennsylvania [Mr. CAMERON]. 

Mr. GARLAND (when his name was called). Lam paired on this 
question with the Senator from Vermont [Mr. EpmuNps]. Ifhe were 
here, I should vote ‘‘ vea.’’ 

Mr. HARRISON (when his name wascalled). Iam paired with th 
Senator from Mississippi [Mr. LAMAR]; but I reserved the right to vote 
tomakeaquorum. Willwithholdit for the present, tosee whetherthere 
is @ quorum. 

Mr. HILL (when his name was called). 
ator from Arkansas [Mr. WALKER]. 

Mr. JONAS (when his name was called). 
ator from New Jersey [Mr. SEWELL]. 

Mr. JONES, of Nevada (when his name was called) 
with the Senator from Kentucky [Mr. WILLIAMs]. 

Mr. MITCHELL (when his name was called). Iam paired with the 
Senator from Virginia [Mr. JoHnston]. If he were present, I should 
vote ‘‘ yea.”’ 

Mr. PUGH (when his name was called). Iam paired with the Sen- 
ator from Massachusetts [Mr. DAWES]; otherwise I should vote ‘ yea.”’ 

Mr. ROLLINS (when his name was called). I am paired with the 


ire 


to re 


new it 


Ol 


I ask now for a vote on the pending question, on the 


I ani paired with the Sen- 
Tam paired with the Sen- 


I am paired 


| 


| 6; and (at 10 o’clock and 11 minutes p. m.) the Senate 


Senator from Florida [Mr. Jones]; but I have a right to vote in case | 


my vote is necessary to make a quorum. 

The roll-call was concluded. 

Mr. HARRISON. As I understand there is not a quorum, I record my 
vote ‘‘nay.”’ 

Mr. MILLER, of California. I vote to make a quorum, having re- 
served the right to vote to make a quorum. 

Mr. BLAIR. In my pair with the Senator from Georgia [ Mr. Bar- 
rOW ] I reserved the right to vote to make a quorum. I therefore vote 


“ nay ” 
Mr. SLATER. I am paired with the Senator from Louisiana [Mr 
KELLOGG]. If he were here, I should vote ‘‘ yea.”’ 


The result was announced—yeas 11, nays 25; as follows: 
YEAS—11. 


Bayard, Coke, Ingalls, Pendleton, 
k, Garland, Maxey, Ransom. 
Cockrell, Ifarris, Morgan, 
NAYS—2. 

Aldrich, Davis of W. Va., Hoar, Platt, 
Allison, Edmunds, Lapham, Sawyer, 
Anthony, Frye, MeDill, Sherman, 

lair, Gorman, MeMillan, Tabor. 
Cameron of Wis., Hale, McPherson, 

mger, Harrison, Miller of Cal., 
Davis of IN1., Hawley, Morrill, 
ABSENT—40. 

Barrow, George, Kellogg, Saunders, 
Brown, Groome, Lamar, Sewell, 
Butler, Grover, Logan, Slater, 
Call, Hampton, Mahone, Vance, 
Camden, Hill, Miller of N. Y Van Wyck, 
Cameron of Pa Jackson, Mitchell, Vest, 
Dawes, Johnston, Plumb, Voorhees, 
Pair, Jonas, Pugh, Walker, 
Pariey, Jones of Florida, Rollins, Williams, 
Ferry, Jones of Nevada, Saulsbury, Windom. 
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Chere is not a quorum voting 


fe) 


The PRESIDENT p 
Mr. HARRIS. I move that the Senate do now adjourn 

Mr. EDMUNDS called for the yeas and nays, and they were ordered. 
The question being take 


os). 


‘as follow Ss 


fer 
Tempo 
i 


n by yeas and nays, resulted—yeas L4, nays 








Bayard, Davis of I Ransom 
Beck, Davis of W. Va Vance 
Cockrell Garland, 
Coke, Hampton 
Aldrich Edu is Rollins, 
Allison, Frye h Sawyer, 
Anthony Harriso MeMillan Sherman 
Blair, Ilawley Miller of ¢ fubeor 
Cameron of Wis lloar, Morri 
Conger, Lrngall 1’ latt 
\BSENT—i¢ 
Barrow, George Lamar Saulsbury 
Brown, Gorman I n Saunders 
Lutler, (roome Mel Sewell, 
Call, Cirover Maho Slater 
Camden Hale, M rof N, \ Van Wy 
| Cameron of Pa Hill, \ ! \ 
Dawes, Johnstor I ‘ \ 
Fair, Jonas, re Wa 
Farley, Jones of I Plum \ s 
Ferry, Ke Wind 
The PRESIDENT pro ¢t he i ) im. \ The 
Secretary will call the roll 
The Acting Seeretary ealled the 1 mid 45 Senators responded to 
their names, as follow 
Aldrich Dan mls li Is Morrill 
Allison, Fry hu ) Platt, 
Anthony Gar! ! lo Pugh, 
Bayard Creorge lo of Nevada Ransom, 
Beck Gorman Lapham Rollins 
Blair, Ilale, MeDill Sawyer, 
Cameron of W Hampton MeMilla Sherman 
Cockrell Hlarris MePher labor, 
Coke, Harrison Maxey, Vance 
Conger, lawl Miller of Ca 
Davis of Il iH Mitchell 
Davis of W. Va lioar Mo i 
Mr. MORRILL I move that the Senate do now adjourn 
Mr. EDMUNDS. On that question I ask for a division, as 1 wish ia 


. 
some way to show my opposition to ; nt 


in adjournme Ido not want to 


take up tie time in asking for the yeas and nays, but I call for a divis 
ion. 
The PRESIDENT pro lempoi The Senator from Vermont [Mr 


MORRILL } moves that the Senate adjourn 


The motion was agreed to, there being on a divi ayes ‘ 


adjourned 


300 ‘0, noes 
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2, 1883. 
The House met 
D. POWER. 
The Journal of ye ste rday Ss procee dings was read and approve d 


at ll o’clock a.m Prayer by the Chaplain, Rev. F 


COINAGE OF THE SILVER DOLLAR 

Mr. McCOOK. Mr. Speaker, I present by request a memorial from 
the Chamber of Commeree of the city of New York, asking for a limi 
tation on or discontinuance of the coinage of the silver dollar. As the 
memorial is brief and respectful in its terms I ask that it be printed in 
the RECORD. 

The SPEAKER. Without objection the memorial will be printed as 
requested by the gentleman from New York, and referred to the Com 


| mittee on Coinage, Weights, and Measures 


There was no objection. The memorial i follows 


To the honorable the Senate and House of Representat 


of the United States of America in ¢ 

May it please your honorable body, the 
of New York respectfully represents: 

That in the month of February, 1878, Con; 
zation of silver. It provided for the co 
of $2,000,000 and a maximum of $4,000,000 
troy of standard silver. 

That President Hayes returned the bili with 

inted out that the silver dollar of that weigh. was then worth & to 10 per cent 
ess than it purported to be. Thatthe new coinage would eventually super- 
sede gold in the payment of all duties, and consequently compel the payment 
of the national debt in the new silver coinage instead of in gold. 

The President also referred to the public announcement made, amounting to 
& guarantee, that the bonds would be paid in coin not of less value than that 
authorized by law when the engagements were issued. 

That on the 28th February, 1878, these objections were taken into considera 
tion and the bill passed over the President's veto. 

That the experience of five years has justified the opposition made to the bill 

That down to the Istof November last 128,000,000 of standard dollars have been 
coined under this law, of which nearly 93,000,000 remain in the Treasury 

That every effort has been made to force the coinage into circulation 

First. By paying out these dollars for all silver bullion purchased 

Second. By exchange for gold coin. 

Third. By forwarding by express parcels of $1,000 to various points at the ex 
pense of the Mint, so as to get them into circulation at distant points 


assembled 
Chamber of Commerce of the State 
sress passed a bill for the remoneti 
ning of & minimum monthly amount 

ihe standard fixed was 412) grains 


his objections thereto He 
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That all these efforts to increase the ciroulation beyond a limited amount have 
failed and the coim increases in the Treasury month by month, as appears by 
the following extract from the Treasury reports: 


STANDARD DOLLARS IN THE TREASURY. 
September 350, 1878 See, 
September BO, 1879 ......cccccceeseeeeeeeeees 
September 30, 1880.......... 
September 30, 153 
October SL, 1882 


31, 806,774 
47,734,744 
66, 092, 667 
92, 946, 000 


That a comparison of the figures shows the amounttaken into circulation. In 
ISTS to 30th September fourteen millions were coined, of which two only were 
absorbed. In the year ending September, 1879, out of twenty-seven millions of 
new coinage eight only were taken. In 1880 to same date twelve millions passed 
into use. In LS8l eight only were required; while in 1882 to lst November only 
one million and a half passed out of the Treasury, showing that the public is 
eurfeited with silver dollars and requires no more. 

Had the coinage been limited to one-fourth of the minimum stated in the bill 
no great harm would have been done. In the settlement of internal-trade ac- 
counts the coin might be used without loss, being eventually returned to the 
Treasury as dues, The profit made by minting a coinage of deficient value 
would be lost on its return to the Treasury, and there the evil would stop. 

But the coinage of vast quantities of these dollars not required in circulation 
tends to great evils, 

Firet. It offers a great temptation to pay the obligations of this country in 
money of inferior value. 

Second. It tends to make the Treasury balance monometallic and exclusively 
silver 

Third. At any time when the balance of trade may turn against this country 
it will tend to force gold to a premium, disorganize the currency, and decrease 
the value of real estate and every form of investment. 

Fourth, The amount at present represents either an ultimate loss of twelve 
inillions to the Treasury if retained or a loss of that amount to the holders if the 
coin should be forced into circulation. 

Fifth. The law offers a market for all the unused silver of Europe, Mexico, 
and South America, which is brought here and sold to the Treasury, thus trans- 
ferring the loss of foreign governments to our Treasury. 

Sixth. As the European governments adopt, like Gefmany, monometallic 
and gold standards, silver must fall; and in the face of this we are piling up a 
stock of coin not wanted at home and useless for foreign purposes, and which 
we know must decline in value. 

Seventh, By the continued coinage of silver beyond what the country requires 
we are subsidizing the silver-mining industry and ereating a fictitious market 
for one commodity at the cost of the whole country, thus stimulating the in- 
crease and plethora of silver. 

That while the country is prosperous these results are not felt, but in a moment 
of panic the effect might be most serious. 

That it is clear from the terms of the bill at the time this act was passed that 
Congress contemplated an international conference in the hope of producing a 
common understanding between the United States and European nations as toa 
silver standard. This congress has met and failed to agree, and is not likely to 
be renewed with any hope of success, 

That the whole subject of the silver currency of this country, except so far as 
the same is limited to subsidiary coinage, is one of great difficulty, presenting 
many problems as yet unsolved. That in this state of the question, both at home 
and abroad, whatever may be its ultimate solution, it is manifestly injudicious to 
continue a policy which daily increases the stock in the Treasury of a useless 
silver coinage—a policy under which the stamp of our Government is made use 
of to promote the circulation of tokens of imperfect and inadequate value. 

This chamber therefore prays that this Congress will not separate without 
passing the bill introduced by Mr. Fisuer, being a bill to limit the coinage of 
silver standard dollars to the requirements of the people. 

And your memorialists will ever pray. 


[SEAL] 
New York, February 1, 1883. 


GEO. W. LANE, President. 
GEORGE WILSON, Secretary. 


THOMAS D. STRATTON 


Mr. OATES, from the Committee on Claims, by unanimous consent, 


reported back the bill (H. R. 7311) for the relief of Thomas D. Stratton, 
assignee of W. B. Waldran; which was referred to the Committee of 
the Whole Ilouse on the Private Calendar, and, with the accompanying 
report, ordered to be printed. 
IMPROVEMENT OF MUSKINGUM RIVER. 
Mr. DAWES. I desire, Mr. Speaker, consent at this time to present 
a communication from the chief-engineer of the board of public works 
and certain members of the Legislature of the State of Ohioin reference 
to the dam near the mouth of the Muskingum River. It is brief, and 
I therefore ask that it be printed in the Rrecorp and referred to the 
Committee on Commerce. 
There was no objection. The communication is as follows: 
STATE or OnTO, 
Orrice oF BOARD OF PuBLIC WorKs, 
Columbus, Ohio, January 27, 1883. 

Drar Str: Yourcommunication to Hon. T. W. Moore, representative of Wash- 
ington County in the Ohio Legislature, in regard to the dam near the mouth of 
the Muskingum River at Marietta, I have read, and would say that the State 
granted the right of way at that point to the General Government on condition 
that navigation should not be interfered with. The Government, in building a 
lock for the purpose of using the pool above for an ice harbor, has contracted 
this dam by cutting off a portion of its east end, thus weakening it, increasing 
the pressure on its crest, and causing a leak and underscour, which resulted in 
a breach, 

The State has already spent about $5,000 in building a coffer-dam for tempo- 
rarily keeping up navigation. This temporary work may give way and the 
State be left without the revenue upon which it solely depends for the mainte- 
nance of this public work. 

It is just and right that the Government should fulfill its agreement not to in- 
terfere with navigation, and appropriate the sum of $15,000 for repairing the 
breach and reimbursing the State for the expense already incurred in conse- 
quence of it 

Respectfully, yours, 
JOHN B. GRE@ORY, 
Chief Pngineer Public Works. 
lion, R. R. Dawrs 


Member of United States House of Representatives, 
Washington, D. C. 


$12, 155,205 


T 


We fully concur in the above statement, and respectfully ask that the request 
be complied with, 
D. McFARLEND, 
Chairman Standing Commitice on Public Works, House of Representatives 
L. M. STRONG, 
Chairman Committee on Public Works, Ohio Senate. 
I fully concur in the within statement. 
ROBT. PRICE. 
Representative of Muskingum County. 
The facts stated by Engineer Gregory I know in the main to be correct, and 
fully indorse all that he says. 
HORACE WILSON, 
Senator from Tenth District, 
I concur fully in the within statement, and hope the General Government will 
do this act of justice. 
F. B. POND, 
Senator Marietta District. 
I fully concur in the within statement. 
T. W. MOORE, 
Member from Washington County. 
E. M. STANBERY, 
Representative Morgan County. 


JOHN F. SLATER. 


Mr. LYNCH. I ask unanimous consent to take from the Speaker's 
table for present consideration Senate joint resolution 109, presenting 
the thanks of Congress to John F. Slater, of Connecticut, for his dona- 
tion of a million of dollars for educational pu 4 
The SPEAKER. The joint resolution will be read, subject to objec- 
tion. 

It is as follows: 


Resolved, &c., That the thanks of Congress be, and they hereby are, presented 
to John F. Slater, of Connecticut, for his t beneficence in giving the large 
sum of $1,000,000 for the purpose of *‘ uplifting the lately emancipated population 
of the Southern States and their posterity by conferring on them the blessings 
of Christian education.” 

Sec. 2. That it shall be the duty of the President to cause a gold medal to be 
struck with suitable devices and meen, which, together with a copy of this 
resolution, shall be presented to Mr. Slater in the name of the people of the 
United States. 


There being no objection, the joint resolution was taken from the 
Speaker’s table, read by its title a first and second time, ordered to a 
third reading, read the third time, and passed. 

Mr. LYNCH moved to reconsider the vote by which the joint reso- 
lution was passed; and also moved that the motion to reconsider be laid 
on the table. 


The latter motion was agreed to. 
TRANSFER OF LIFE-SAVING SERVICE. 


Mr. ROBESON. I desire at this time to present a petition of 47 ship 
ping merchants, agents, vessel-owners, and others interested, protesting 
against the proposed transfer of the Life-Saving Service to the Navy De- 
partment, and ask its printing in the REcoRD and that it be referred 
to the Committee on Naval Affairs. 

There was no objection. The petition is as follows: 

To the Senate and House of Representatives 
of the United States of America in Congress assembled : 

We, the undersigned merchants, vesse]-owners, and others, of Camden, New 
Jersey, do hereby convey to your honorable bodies our protest against the pro- 
posed change in the control of the revenue-marine and Life-Saving services 
of the United States from the Treasury Department to the United States Navy 
Department. 

Being in position to fully appreciate the efficiency of the services as at pres 
ent controlled, we not only believe that no benefits would result from the change 
proposed, but that in all probability the services would be rendered less efficient 
than they are at present. 

We are opposed to thus transferring the said services from the control of the 
Treasury Department, which has for nearly one hundred years kept the serv- 
ices in their present admirable condition, to the Navy Department, and thus ex- 
periment with the most useful and valuable services to the commercial interests 
of our country. 

In conclusion we respectfully but earnestly request all members of Congress 
to use all their influence to defeat any measure tending to establish the transfer 
heretofore referred to. 

Geo. C, Randall, 629 Market st.; Benj. F. Sweeten, 39 Market st. ; R. M. Loew 
enstein, 839 Market st.; Reuben B. Cole, 320 Pearl st.; St. R. Le Chevalier, 524 
State st.; R. F. Schmidt, S. W. cor. 2d and Federal sts.; Frank S. Jones, 427 Fed- 
eral st.; John J. Barton, 216 State st.; Saml. J. Richards, 617 S. 5th st.; Alex 
ander Titus, 429 Federal st.; M. 8. Ewein, 428 Federal st.; Howard Lee, 410 Fed 
eral st.; Hiram B. Tilden, 207 Spruce st.; James C. Matthews, 901 Murket st 
Wm. H. Brennan, 322 State st.; August C. Riceman, 313 Federal st.; Louis P. 
Riceman, 313 Federal st.; Wm. Young, 623 Vine st.; S. H. Sheer, N. E. cor. 5th 
and Federal sts.; Wm. H. Stevenson, 809 Reese st.; Thomas J. Duffy, 740 Mt 
Vernon st.; James Deegan, 701 Kaighn’s ave. ; Thomas Devine, 335 Walnut st. : 
John Durges, 904 8, 4th st.; J. M. Sineden, 324 Mt. Vernon st.; John Blowe, 1020 
8. 8th st.; Charles Lederman, 1013 8th st.; Robert Maston, 1027 Chestnut st. ; 
William Wayne, 7th and Spruce sts.; Chas. Wolpers, 8th and Sycamore sts. ; 
Henry Paltez, 1121 9th st.; John Brown, 908 10th st.; George Jones, 7th and Wal 
nut sts.; Phillop Wydner, 810 11th st.; Rudolph Brudes, 8th and Spruce sts. ; 
James 8. Henry, 8th and Walnutsts.; Gearge t. Smith, Broadway and Kaighn's 
ave.; George Anthony, Broadway and Kaighn’s ave.; Wm. Anthony, Broad 
and Kaighn ave.; T. Green, 703 Kaighn's ave.; J. W. Saddler, Central ave. ; 
Robbassett, 749 Kaighn’s ave. ; Frederick Steward, Kaighn’s Point ave. ; James 
H. Burton, 418 Market st.; Abram Carter, jr., Market st.; Moses Wilcox, Isaac 
Rogers, 710 Chestnut st. 


Mr. O'NEILL. I have a similar petition from the Philadelphia 
Board of Trade, which I also ask to have printed in the Recorn and 
referred to the committee. 

There was no objection. The petition is as follows: 

The memorial of the Philadelphia Board of Trade to the honorable Senate and 
House of Representatives in Congress assembled. 


Certain bills (H. R. 7157 and = now befare Con considered in connee 
tio~. with the dations of the Secretary of the Navy in his last repost 
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in rd to the Coast-Survey service and the light-house service, show that an 
attempt is being made to place the mercantile marine of our country and mat- 
ters connected therewith and subsidiary thereto under the administration of 
the Navy Department; and the Philadelphia Board of Tvade, believing, after 
due consideration, that such administration would injuriously affect an impor- 
tant branch of our industries, and would in no way conduce to the public good, 
ask leave to submit the following statements in relation thereto: 

I. The coast-survey service is composed of Navy officers, Army officers, and 
civilians, who work together more harmoniously and efficiently under a civilian 
than they could under an officer of the Army or of the Navy, and it is mainly 
for this reason that the Superintendent of the Coast Survey has always been a 
civilian. The surveys of this service (as is well known) have lately been ex- 
tended, and they now cover the whole territory of the United States from the 
Atlantic to the Pacific. 

II. For the light-house service, too, Army and Navy officers are detailed, and 
are changed and withdrawn, as inthe Coast Survey. Wars are infrequent, and 
in the long intervals of peace such employment of these able men conduces to 
the public good—and to their own as well. 
areat once called off to attend to their primary duties. 

III. The revenue-cutter service, which the bill (If. R. 7157) proposes to trans- 
fer to the Navy Department, is for the prevention of loss to the revenue by smug- 
gling, and for the assistance of merchant ships in distress. In time of war its 
cutters are transferred to the Navy Department for use there. 

IV. The Navy Department being a department of war, its ships are constructed 


and fitted for attack and defense; its officers are trained and qualified for that | 


service, and the Department is organized and regulated accordingly, This fact 
seems to be conclusive of the whole question ; for the mercantile marine is alto- 

her commercial, and the vessels composing it are built, titted, and equipped 
for the transportation of merchandise and*passengers—a business which cer- 
tainly does not come within the province of a department of war. 

In view of these statements, this board of trade respectfully remonstrates 
against the passage of the said bills (H. R. 7157 and 715s), and against any other 
acts of Congress which would place our mercantile marine, and matters related 
thereto, under the Navy Department. But on the contrary, this board prays 
Con; 
ment until some other department is established for the express purpose of super- 
vising and regulating the commerce of our country. 

JOUN WELSH, 
President of the Philaddphia Board of Trade 
GrorGe L. Buzry, Secretary. 


THOMAS M'BRIDE, 

Mr. JADWIN, from the Committee on War Claims, by unanimous 
consent, reported back the bill (If. RK. 1391) for the relief of Thomas 
McBride; which was referred to the Committee of the Whole House on 
the Private Calendar, and, with the accompanying report, ordered to be 
printed. 

HENNEPIN CANAL. 
Mr. TOWNSHEND, of Illinois, by unanimous consent, presented a 


to continue the same under the administration of the Treasury Depart- | 


| 


But when war is imminent, they | 





| Committee on the District of Columbia, 


joint resolution of the Legislature of the State of Illinois relative to | 


the Hennepin Canal ; which was referred to the Committee on Railways 
and Canals. 
NATIONAL PARKS. 

y Mr. TOWNSHEND, of Illinois, also, by unanimous consent, pre- 
sented a joint resolution of the Legislature of the State of Illinois rel- 
ative to national parks; which was referred to the Committee on Public 
Lands. 

Mr. TOWNSHEND, of Illinois. 


Task that those two joint resolu- 
tions be printed in the Recorp. 


The SPEAKER. The Chair is informed that they have already been 
printed in the REcorD. 
ORPHAN ASYLUM, NATCHEZ, MISSISSIPPI. 


Mr. SMITH, of Pennsylvania, by unanimous consent, presented the 
; ] 


views of the minority of the Committee on War Claims to accompany | 


the bill (S. 1939) for the relief of the trustees of the Protestant Orphan 
Asylum of Natchez, Mississippi; which were ordered to be printed with 
the report of the majority. 
BRIDGES ACROSS WILLAMETTE RIVER 

Mr. GEORGE. [ask unanimous consent to take from the Speaker's 
table for present consideration Senate bill No. 1681. This is a bridge 
bill, and I desire the House to pass it with an amendment. 
there will be no objection. It will take only a moment. 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman from Oregon asks unanimous con- 
went to take from the Speaker’s table, for present consideration, Senate 
bill No. 1681, the title of which the Clerk will read. 

The Clerk read as follows: 

A bill (S. 1681) to authorize the Oregon Pacific Railroad Company to construct 


one or more bridges to cross the Willamette River in the State of Oregon and to 
establish them as post-roads., 


Mr. KELLEY. I must ebject to the consideration of all bills that 
will involve any debate. 

LEAVENWORTH, PAWNEE AND WESTERN RAILROAD COMPANY. 

Mr. PAYSON, from the Committee on the Judiciary, reported as a 
substitute for a resolution submitted by Mr. ANDERSON, and referred 
to that committee, the following resolution; which was read, considered, 
and adopted. 


Resolved, That the Secretary of the Interior be requested to furnish this House 
as early as practicable the following papers relating to the Leavenworth, Pawnee 
and Western Railroad Company or its legal successors, namely : 

1. A copy of the assent to the act of July 1, 1862, as filed by and under the seal 
of said company, showing date when the same was filed. 

2. Facsimile copy of the original map with copies of other papers designating 
the general route of suid road and date whenthe same were filed 

8. Copy of the record showing when the line of said road was surveyed and 
definitely fixed, also when the route west of the meridian of Fort Riley in’ Kan- 
gas was determined and approved by the President of the United States 
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4. Copies of all orders withdrawing the lands from market in pursuance of 
said act. 

5. Copies of all orders restoring to market any portion of the 
drawn. i 

6. The number of acres of lands to which said company are entitled ace 
to the records of the General Land Office. 

7. The number of acres that have been heretofore certified to said company 

8. The number of acres withdrawn and now held by the Department for 
benefit of said company, but which have not been certified 


lands 


with 


rding 
the 


Mr. PAYSON moved to reconsider the vote by which the resolution 
was adopted; and also moved that the motion to 1 laid on 
the table. 

The latter motion was agreed to 


onsider be 


SAMUEL P. EVANS. 

Mr. PAYSON also, from the Committ the Judiciary, reported, 
as a substitute for H. R. 6349, a bill (H.R. 7479) for the relief of Samuel 
P. Evans; which was read a first and second time, referred to the Com- 
mittee of the Whole House on the Private Calendar, and the accompany 
ing report ordered to be printed. 

HIRAM rOWN 

Mr. SMITH, of Llinois, by unanimous consent, from the Committee 
on Claims, reported back with a favorable recommendation the bill 
(H. R. 7305) for the relief of Hiram 8. Town; which was referred tothe 
Committee of the Whole House on the Private Calendar, and the 
companying report ordered to be printed. 


eon 


S 


1c 


ual ne 


MOLLIE B. WALDO 

Mr. SMITH, of Illinois, also, by unanimous consent, from the Com 
mittee on Claims, reported back with an adverse recommendation thi 
bill (H. R. 3587) for the relief of Mollie B. Waldo: which was laid 
the table, and the accompanying report ordered to be printed 


os on 


PRIVATE DETECTIVES IN THE DISTRICT 


Mr. NEAL, by unanimous consent, introduced a bill (H. BR. 7450 
to provide for the punishment of any person who may assume or prac 
tice the occupation of a private detective in the District of Columbia 
contrary to law; which was read a first and second time, referred to the 
and ordered to printed 


ELIZA I. DRAKE 

Mr. SPAULDING, by unanimous consent, introduced « bill (If 
7481) granting a pension to Eliza I. Drake; whicl 
second time, 


to be printed 


ht 
i was rewl a lirst and 
referred tothe Committee on Invalid Pensions, and ordered 
POST-OFPFICE 

Mr. CASWELL 
er’s table the bill (H. 


APPROPRIATION BILI 
I ask unanimous consent to take from the Speak 


R. 7049) making appropriations for the service of 


| the Post-Office Department for the fiscal year ending June 30, 1884, and 


for other purposes, with amendments by the Senate; and move that the 
House insist on its disagreement to the Senate amendments and a 
the committee of conference asked for hy the Senate 

The motion was agreed to 

The SPEAKER Che Chair announces as members of the committec 
of conference on the part ot the House Mr. CASWELI 
Mr. CANNON of Illinois, and Mr. ELwts of Louisiana. 

FELEGRAPH ILT AKMY. 

The SPEAKER, by unanimous consent, laid before the House a let 
ter from the Secretary of War, transmitting report of the Chief Signal 
accompanying maps relative to teleg 
built by the Army of the United States; 
mittee on the 


ree to 


ot Wisconsin 


LINES B bY THE 


raph lines 
which was referred to the Com 
Post-Office and Post-Roads, and ordered to be printed 


ORDER OF BUSINESS 

Mr. KELLEY. The regular order, I believe, is t 
tees for reports. I move to dispense with the morning he 
of committees for reports. 

The motion was agreed to (two-thirds voting in th 

Mr. KELLEY. I now move to dispense 
for to-day, this being Friday. 

The motion was agreed to (two-thirds voting in favor thereof). 

Mr. KELLEY. I now move that the House resolve itself into Com- 
mittee of the Whole on the state of 
ation of the tariff bill. 

The motion was agreed to. 

The House accordingly resolved itself into Committ 
House on the state of the Union, Mr 
chair. 


ft commit- 
ir for the eall 


} 
ae 


reot 


vor the 


with all private business 


the Union for the further consider- 


‘of the Whole 
Burnows, of Michigan, in the 


PARIFF. 

The CHAIRMAN. The House is now in Committee 
for the further consideration of the bill (If. R. 
upon foreign imports, and for other purposes. 

The following was the paragraph of the bill pending at 


of the Whole 


T3513) to Ln pose duties 


the 


Limi 


| committee rose yesterday: 


Extract of hemlock and other bark used fordyeing and tanning, not othorw 
provided for in this act, 10 per cent. ad valorem. 
The CHAIRMAN 


The pending question is on the amendment 
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the gentleman from Pennsylvania [Mr. CuRTIN], to strike out ‘‘ten”’ 
and insert ‘‘twenty’’ before the words ‘per centum ad valorem.’’ The 
gentleman from Kentucky [Mr. CARLISLE] also moved to strike out 
the entire clause. ‘The question is first upon the amendment of the 
gentleman from Pennsylvania, upon which the time for debate has been 
exhausted. 

Mr. HOLMAN. I move to strikeout the last word. 
vania [| Mr, CURTIN] on general subjects of legislation. But I am forced 
to the conclusion that instead of increasing the duty on the extract of 
hemlock, or of any other kind of bark, it is the part of wisdom to put 
those articles on the free-list. 1 feel very confident that a careful con- 


sideration of this subject, in connection with other subjects of tariff 


legislation, will lead to that conclusion. 

My friend from Texas [Mr. MILis] has assimilated this item of taxa- 
tion to the taxation imposed by this bill onsumac bark. I think they 
stand upon anentirely different footing. The tax on the latter involves 
in a very marked degree the labor of those engaged in collecting it. 

Sumac is not a forest tree; it isashrub. Whether it grows on the 
most fertile lands or on the poorest, it is but a shrub, and the labor in- 
volved in the collection of its bark is an important item. Such, how- 
ever, is not the case in any material degree with the collection of other 
barks and their preparation for the uses to which they are applied. 

But the main objection I have to the imposition or increase of this 
duty is that it will embarrass the committee in placing timber on the 
free-list and will be an argument againt it and against reducing the 
duty on leather. Why should we encourage the destruction of our hem- 
lock forests? Why inaugurate a policy tending to the destruction of 
any of our forests, or encouraging theirdestruction, or creating a motive 
for their destruction, when undoubtedly the sentiment of the great 
body of the people of the United States is in harmony with the drift 
of legislation which has been going on now for many years to protect 
our forests ? 

Why should we encourage by law a policy in conflict with the public 
sentiment everywhere demanding that our forests should be*protected 
from destruction? We are encouraging in every way we can, not only 
from an economic point of view but also from considerations of the 
rainfalls and health of our country, the planting of forests and their 
preservation. Then why, for the mere purpose of realizing a compara- 
tively unimportant revenue and increasing the value of hemlock land, 
should we create a motive for the destruction of the forests in extensive 
regions of country? Why not protect our forests and let the vast for- 
ests of other regions promote our industries ? 

Lam opposed to this tax and duty for another reason. When we 
come to deal with one of the most important subjects involved in this 
tariff, that of leather, we shall find an argument for increased duty 
upon that article based upon this increased duty on the material large- 
ly entering into its manufacture if the amendment of my friend from 
Pennsylvania [Mr. CURTIN] should prevail. We will be told that 
there should be an increased duty on leather, for the purpose of meet- 
ing the expenses incident to the crude forms of material for its manu- 
facture. 

Therefore upon both grounds, the one that I believe leather should 
be furnished to our people at the lowest possible rate, and the other, 
perhaps of equal importance, that we should protect the forests of this 
country and not create motives for their destruction, | am opposed to 
imposing any duty on this article. 

{ Here the hammer fell. ] 

Mr. DAWES. I amin favor of the proposition of the gentleman from 
New York [Mr. SKINNER], which is that the present rate of duty on 
this article, 20 per cent. ad valorem, shall be maintained. 

I speak in the interest of a great number of my constituents and of 


the citizens of West Virginia and all that region of country where oak. 


forests grew, and where they peel the bark off the oak for tanning pur- 
poses. 

The situation there is not that protection is needed to preserve the 
forests. The forests are being consumed in consequence of the enor- 
mous demand of railroads for cross-ties and all that class of oak timber 
for railroad purposes. Within the next ten years that demand will 
inevitably consume these forests, independently of this question of con- 
sumption of bark. 

In the production of these ties from the oak timber, and all other 
material, there is incidental to the business the peeling of the bark, 
which can be done only during one month of the year, while the sap is 
up. At that time this bark goes on to the market, is forced on the mar- 
ket, thousands of cords at atime. In the value of that bark is found 
the profit of the business, about all there is of profit in connection with 
a great bulk of the timber. Now, we do not want these people dis- 
turbed in their present business status. 

In the interest of thousands of poor men all over that territory who 
are peeling each a few cords of bark and bringing it in the spring to 
market, we are afraid tointroduce this new element of cheap bark pro- 
duced by Canada labor from Canada lands, an interest which concerns 
only a few manufacturers of the extract who employ a few thousand 
men in the East. ‘The introduction of this Canadian bark may impair 
the home market and disturb the status of this business all over that 


I have usually | 
been so fortunate as to agree with the views of my friend from Pennsy]- | 





territory where the oak forests grow. Therefore we wish to be let alone 
in this matter. These interests have not been heard at all before the 
commission so far as I can find by the record. I believe it to be the 
interest of all this region of oak timber that the present tariff upoa 
extract of bark should be retained. 

The CHAIRMAN. Debate is exhausted. 

Mr. HOLMAN. I withdraw the pro forma amendment. 

Mr. FLOWER. I renew the amendment. 

Mr. Chairman, I do not see what connection there is between the duty 
of 20 per cent. on the extract of sumac and this duty of 20 per cent. on 
extract of hemlock. I know that Virginia has different interests some 
times from New York, Pennsylvania, or Chio. One case has come to 
my notice this morning. ‘The men who deal in barytes in New York 
and Connecticut want that article free or wish to have the present duty 
of 20 per cent. retained; but Virginia, having a manufactory of the arti- 
cle at Lynchburgh, wants 80 per cent. duty upon the article; and gets 
it. I desire to call attention to the letters which I send to the desk, and 
at a proper time I shall ask that the Committee of the Whole go back 
to lines 251-253. 

The Clerk read as follows. 

New York, February 1, 1883 


Sin: We beg to refer to our respects of the 27th ultimo. We notice the sub 
ject of barytes, &c., was under discussion yesterday in the House of Represent- 
atives, and we would respectfully draw your attention to the proposed duty on 
erude sulphate of barytes of one-fifth of 1 cent per pound. The bill in tho 
Senate reads 10 per cent. ad valorem. It never has been more than 20 per cent 
ad valorem, but if increased as above it represents about 80 per cent. ad valorem 
Wethink this must have been an oversight, as if passed it will stop the importa- 
tion of this article and effectually close up several manufactories in the East. We 
beg of you to use your endeavors to prevent such a measure being passed. 

Apologizing for troubling you, 

Yours, respectfully, 
GABRIEL & SCHALI 

Hon, R. P. Flower, of New York, 

Washington, D. C. 
New York, February 1, 15s 

Dear Sir: We notice in to-day’s papers that “ barium was yesterday, on mo 
tion of Mr. RANDALL, struck from list of articles to pay two-fifths cent per pound 

The Ways and Means Committee's bill, line 251 to 254, reads: 

“Barium, baryta, or barytes, crude and sulphate and carbonate of, unmanufact 
ured, one-fifth of 1 cent per pound. ”’ 

One-fifth cent per pound equals $4.48 per ton of 2,240 pounds, equal to 70 per cent 
ad valorem. Present tariff 20 per cent. 

* Barium, baryta, or barytes, sulphate and carbonate of, manufactured, two- 
fifths of Lcent per pound.” 

Two-fifths cent per pound, equal $8.96 per ton of 2,240 pounds, equal, only 60 per 
cent. ad valorem. Present tariff one-half cent per pound. 

A mill here and one in New Haven grind about 6,000 tons of foreign ore annu 
ally, or about half of the consumption of the country, and the proposed tariti 
upon imported ore would probably close these mills for the benefit of Lynch- 
burgh (Virginia) mill and mine owners. 

We import most of the ore. The mills which we supply were in existence bo 
fore the Southern mills were thought of, andthe imported ore is betler than we 
can get in the South in sufficient quantity, and we ask either to have the pres 
ent rates retained, or to have free crude material and moderate protection on the 
manufactured, 

it is not a large article, but this does not affect its merits. 

We take the liberty of asking your attention to it, if possible, and arc, 

Very respectfully, yours, 
W. R. PETERS & CO 

Iion. Roswei. P. FLrower, M. C., 

Washington, D. C. 

Mr. FLOWER. Mr. Chairman, it is not my intention, and I pre- 
sume it is not the intention of any member of the House, to destroy 
the industries or affect injuriously the business interests of this coun 
try. 

[Here the hammer fell. } ; 

Mr. HORR. Mr. Chairman, the letters just read come from import- 
ers of New York city; and if there is any article that those importers 
do not wish to have put upon the free-list I would be glad to have the 
gentleman name it. I will wait for him if he will name some such arti- 
cle. 

But those letters have nothing to do with the question before the 
House, which relates to the extract of hemlock and oak bark. I wish 
to say to my friend from Indiana [Mr. HOLMAN] that his argument in 
reference to the preservation of the forests does not apply to this article 
atall. Inthe West, especially in theState where I reside, we make large 
quantities of this article; but it is made from bark from trees which 
would be entirely useless were it not for the production of this one arti 
cle. After we cut down the pine trees out of the forests of Michigan 
fires sweep through them and kill all the hemlock that is left upon the 
lands. The bark, if taken within a year, can be manufactured into 
tannin, and thus we save that, much of the product of the forests, whic! 
otherwise is lost forever, as anybody familiar with the forests of Michi 
gan knows, 

My judgment is that the present tariff on this article should be cou 
tinued. I know that some of the manufacturing establishments In my 
own State, even with the present protection, have been compelled to 
shut up within the last five years. This is astruggling industry. 1» 
the West it is not an industry of large concerns. ‘The maintenance o! 
this duty helps the men with their forty or eighty acres of land all over 
our State. We have there no great companies like the one in Boston 
This article is made upon the little farms all over our State and from 
the refuse left in the forests after the pine is cut down. _ ‘ ‘ 

The reduction of this duty will not affect the preservation of our lor- 





1883. CONGRESSIONAL 


ests one iota. Butthe retention of the present duty will protect a large 


and growing industry in the entire West which comes directly in com- | 


petition, as my friend from Ohio [Mr. DAWEs] has said, with the cheap 
labor and the cheap lands of Canada. I think it due to this industry 
that it should be placed where all the other industries of this country 
ought to be placed—on a fair basis for home production. 

The CHAIRMAN. Debate is exhausted. 

Mr. FLOWER. =I withdraw my pro forma amendment. 

Mr. BOWMAN. I renew the amendment to strike out the last word. 
Mr. Chairman, [submit that this duty should be left as the committee 
have fixedit in the bill after duedeliberation—10 per cent. The theory 
of this whole bill, as I understand it, is that in the interest of consumers 
and of the people at large the tariff should be reduced to as low a point 
as is consistent with full and ample protection; that duties should not be 
raised to a point sufficient to build up monopolies or make great corpora- 
tionsrich, but simply tothe point necessary for full and ample protection. 

In my district we have large amounts of money invested in the tan- 
ning interest. The manufacturers of leather there have built up a great 
industry, not only for home consumption, but they export the best and 
most costly grades of leather to foreign countries in large quantities. 


Now, these tanners are desirous of protection for those who produce the | 


hemlock extracts, but only of a protection which shall secure them in 
their industries, and not for protection which is not necessary for them 
and which will interfere improperly or unjustly with the tanning in- 
dustry. So the only question here is whether that duty of 10 per cent. 
is not sufficient for ample protection for that industry, thus leaving the 
tanners to have the benefit of buying this extract at as low a price as is 
consistent with the full protection of that industry of the wood-cutter. 


This affects, Mr. Chairman, not only the tanners, but the consumers | 


throughoutthecountry. For there is no one article hardly, except arti- 
cles of wood, in such use among the people as leather in its various 
forms, not only for boots and shoes but for other purposes to which this 
article is applied. I submit, therefore, in the interest of the tanners, 
in which industry vast amounts of money are invested in this country, 
in the interest of the consumers, in the interest of the people who use 


! 


boots and shoes, whether 10 per cent. is not sufliciently high to allow | 


ample protection for those who make the hemlock extract, and whether 
we can not rest on the judgment of the committee, who, it is to be sup- 
posed, after a full and fair investigation, after hearing the parties in 
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Mr. CANDLER rose 
The CHAIRMAN. 


Debate is exhausted on the pending amendment. 


Mr. BOWMAN. I will withdraw my pro forma amendment, so that 
my colleague can be heard. 

Mr. CANDLER. I renew the pro forma amendment. Now, Mr 
Chairman, I desire that we shail not have legislation upon this question 


under any loose and 
monopolists. 


exaggerated statements in regard to capital 
I hope this House in its wisdom will decide this question 
(And I have to say that when my friend from Kentui 


is OF 


on its merits. ; ky 
[Mr. CARLISLE] suggested we should have this on the free-list, where 
the committee placed it, he must have done so with a gleam of satistiac 


tion that he could find the true principle of legislation somewhere in 
this bill. If there is any question before the House that directly con 
cerns the masses of the people it is that which refers to the s 
the prime necessities of life at the lowest prices. And w 
pose to tax leather unreasonably, and thereby, too, tax the 
people, you are departing from sound legislation 

A word in regard to these capitalists. Who are the men, this busi 
ness firm in Boston, who have been referred to? Whoarethe men whom 
the gentleman from New York [ Mr. SKINNER] and the gentleman trom 
Pennsylvania [ Mr. CURTIN] try to arraign betore this House and create 
a prejudice against them for their enterpris« I will tell you who they 
are. They area family of Massachusetts young men, born in one of 
the back towns, where, amid the sterile sé 


ving of 
hen you pro 


ies of the 


vil and row k 


, found compen 


sation and won success only through their industry and their enterprise. 
They began at the bottom of the ladder, working at their trade, and by 
their industry, perseverance, and skill, and by devoting more he to 

| work than other men they have become great tanners 
They have, through their enterprise and industry, reduced the price 
of leather and largely extended its exportation from this country; and 


while their wealth has increased, owing to their activity and enter 
| prise, they have not lived in luxury and idleness, but they have in 
vested their means again and again in tanneries in the United States, 
employing thousands of laborers, not in Massachusetts alone, but they 
| have their establishments in Maine, New York, and other Stat Inn 
place of being held up, then, to excite prejudice, they should be held up 
as examples of energy and industry to be followed and commended 


interest, after looking at the various industries, have decided that 10 | 


per cent. is the proper figure. 
where the committee have placed us. 

{Here the hammer fell. ] 

Mr. CURTIN. If I can make myself heard, Mr. Chairman, in the 


Let us rest on that figure and stand there | 


condition of my voice this morning, I desire to sty something more on | 


this question than I said yesterday. 

I wish to say, in the first place, a word in reply to the gentleman from 
Indiana [Mr. HoLMAN], for whose opinion I have great respect. Ile 
says it is the duty of this Congress to protect our forests. That may be 
all true where the Government owns the forests, but to follow out the 
gentleman’s theory to its logical conclusion, the Government has the 
right to lay its hands on the property of any man and hold it for the 
benefit of other people. The man whoowns an acre or a hundred acres 


of hemlock land has the right tosell his bark to the best advantage, and | 


if this Government shall attempt to prevent him from doing that, by 
direction or by indirection, it is a‘usurpation which the American peo- 
ple can never suffer. 
the position assumed by the gentleman from Indiana, to which, for my 


the guaranteed rights of property, and a usurpation of governmental 
power not warranted by our Constitution. 

Now, I have never heard on this floor stronger, clearer, or more forci- 
ble reason for the protection of monopolists than that uttered by the gen- 
tleman from Massachusetts [Mr. BOWMAN] who has just taken his seat. 
I do not propose for one to hand over the small tanners of the country 
or the owners of hemlock lands and the multitude of people engaged in 
that industry to the tender mercies of a monopoly in Boston which has 
purchased land in Canada and proposes to make an extract which gives 
them 10 per cent. profit by the direct action of this Government. 

I can well understand why my friend from Texas [Mr. MIs] is in 
favor of it, as it is consistent with histheory on taxation; but I can not 
understand why any protection advocate, why any man who will stand 
on this floor as I do to protect the industry and the labor of the American 
citizen, should fail to favorit. I would take from this bill many articles 
taxed which are not produced in this country and make them as free 
asair. And I would put the tax or tariff on all articles produced in 
our country where there is labor required and employed and make 
revenue for support of the Government by real and generous protection 
of the industries and the labor of the country, which lead to national 
enlargement and the prosperity and happiness of citizens who need pro- 
tection from foreign competition. And here in this presence, as there 


is involved in my amendment just what is so repeatedly claimed as a 
paramount duty resting on the representatives of the people, and as it 
moderately protects a large and rapidly-growing interest employing | 
largely labor, I trust ‘his House will sustain it and seal it by emphatic 
approbation. 





Let us look at the merits of a question involving so 1 
tance, 


1u¢ h ol Hypror 
We havethe indorsement of the Tariff Commission, which atter 


its investigation decided that this article should he upon the free-list, 
because, in their judgment, that was sound legislation and for the best 
| interest of the peopl he Committee on Ways and Meat vith all 
of their protective ideas, have not in their best judgment decided to 
place upon this a higher rate than 10 per cent Another reason is that 
it isa crude manufacture. It does not require skilled labor. It is 
taken from the trees and is ground upon the spot, and no special ex 
perience or skilled labor is required to produce the result. Freight 
and the expenses for bringing it from a distance were adequate protec 


vion in the opinion of the Committee on Ways and Me | trust that 
this measure will be voted upon on its merits 
Mr. CARLISLE. Mr. Chairman, | 


should 


like to be heard in sup 

port of my own amendment for a few moments 
I neither know nor care anything about these Massachusetts gentle 
men, who it is said have purchased large tracts of hemlock land in 
| Canada; but I do know and care something about the necessities of the 


That I believe to be the logical consequence of | 


people of this country who are engaged in the manufacture of leather, 
and it isin their interest that I have made the motion to strike this 


| clause from the dutiable list with a view of inserting it in the tree-list 
constituents, I enter my protest as a usurpation of the Government over | 


when we reach it hereafter. The present duty on the extract of hem 
lock bark is 20 per cent. ad valorem 

Mr. ANDERSON On the bark or the extract? 

Mr. CARLISLE. On the extract of hemlock bark The bark itself 


is free. 

The Tariff Commission proposed to put the extract upon the free-list, 
and the Committee on Ways and Means here propose to put it on the 
dutiable list ata rate of 10 per cent. ad valorem. 1 ed, Mr 
Chairman, that the object of the friends of this bill was to encourage 
the manufacturing interests of the country. They propose to doit, ae 
cording to their theory, by increasing the duties on various 
That is the case in the present instance. I prefer, sir, to encourage the 
manufacturing interests of the country, wherever it can be accomplished 


sunm 
“3 


articles. 


in that way, by reducing the taxation upon the people. There are 
many elements which enter into the cost of production and which nee 
essarily increase in the end the price of the finished prod rhe 
rates of interest upon capital, the cost of transportation, the price paid 
for labor, the cost of the raw material, and many other elements which 
| I could enumerate if time permitted, conduce to inc or decrease 
the cost of production in every country I hold it to be our duty 
wherever we can in the exercise of the power committed to our hands 
to reduce this cost to the utifiost possible extent without doing injus 

tice to any class of our people 
I apprehend that all gentlemen upon that side of the House w Tree 


with me that in our attempt to reduce the cost of production we ou; 
not in any manner to impair or reduce the present wages of labor. I 
hope the time may never come when any prominent public man 


political party in this country will seek to reduce the wages of the 
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ing people below what they are at the present time; but for myself, I 
will join hands with any gentleman in any honest effort to reduce the 
cost of production in other ways, in order that the prices to consumers 
may be diminished. 

Now, sir, if we can by abolishing the duty upon the extract of hem- 
lock bark contribute something toward the reduction of the cost of 
producing leather in this country—one of the most important manufact- 
ures in the country, $9,000,000 worth of which is exported every year, 
and which enters into the consumption of every family in the land— 
we will have accomplished something at least in the interest of the 
masses of the people. 

I was asked by the gentleman from New York [Mr. SKINNER] yes- 
terday afternoon why I did not propose to put the extract of sumac upon 
the free-list also. Whi, sir, the gentleman must know that the extract 
of sumac is used solely in the manufacture of the finest qualities of 
leather, such as morocco. 

Mr. CHACE. The gentleman is entirely mistaken. 

Mr. CARLISLE. I ask the gentleman from Rhode Island if the ex- 
tract of sumac is used in this country in the production of the common 
sole-leather or the ordinary stock-leather in common use among the 
people—that leather which enters into the harness and all the ordinary 
leather manufactures of the country ? 

Mr. CHACE. It is used in dyeing. 

Mr. CARLISLE. Ah, used in dyeing, but not in tanning the com- 
mon leather. 

Mr. CHACK. No; the gentleman stated that it was used entirely, 
as I understand him, solely in the manufacture of the finer grades of 
leather. That I say was a mistake. 

Mr. CARLISLE. The gentleman says it is used in dyeing; but when 
we had under consideration yesterday the dye-stuffs I made a motion 
to reduce the duties proposed by the committee upon every single one 
of them. 

Mr. CHACE. I did not hear any such motion made by the gentle- 
man from Kentucky as to sumac, nor was such a motion made by the 
gentleman from Virginia [Mr. TuCKER] either. 

[lfere the hammer fell. ] 

Mr. FISHER. Let me say to the gentleman from Kentucky that the 
extract of sumac alone is used in dyeing. The sumac leaves are dried 
and ground, and are used as a tanning material after going through that 
process. 2 

Mr. HASKELL. I would like to state a few general propositions con- 
cerning this matter, without any desire to influence the action of the 
committee otherwise than their judgment may dictate. 

First, we placed a duty of 20 per cent. on sumac because sumac can 
be cultivated and grown as an agricultural crop. It is a fine tanning 
preparation used for kids and moroccos and light leather, and sometimes 
for heavy leather, and also in a few instances for dyes. Sumac is an 
agricultural product that if protected will be developed. In North Car- 
olina preparations have been made and enterprises are being prosecuted 
for the cultivation of sumac. 

Hemlock bark, on the contrary, is # constantly decreasing quantity in 
the United States. Until this hemlock extract was discovered our tan- 
ners were largely embarrassed in the production of leather. Upon the 
awivent of hemlock extract, which permitted the cheap transportation of 
the tanning principle from the forest to the tannery, our tanners have 
taken possession of the American market; and in hemlock sole, heavy 
upper, and harness leather they are now selling their products in Ger- 
many, Austria, and France. The committee were of the opinion that 
in the near future the hemlock forests of the United States would not 
furnish a suflicient supply and that a rate of duty ought to be made 
with reference to the future. Hemlock bark to-day is worth about $8 
acord, It used to be worth $8. 

Mr. HORR. Will the gentleman from Kansas allow me—— 

Mr. HASKELL. Let me go on with my statement. The bark is 
now worth about $8; it used to be worth about $3. I can say to my 
friends of the bark district—for I have handled many a cord of bark, 
and the leather business is my trade and profession as a merchant—I 
can say to the men who have bark interests in their districts that they 
need not fear a reduction in the price of bark by reason of this 10 per 
cent. duty. In my judgment I think the demand will keep on increag- 
ing in spite of the lowering of our duties. I think bark will be more 
than $8 a cord rather than less. It has been constantly increasing in 
value. And the committee, in fixing the 10 per cent. rate, merely said 
to the country that they invited the bringing in of hemlock bark, or its 
extract, which is the same thing, from Canada in order that our tan- 
ning industries and leather industries in the United States might avail 
themselves of the entire comeatable supply of this northern conti- 
nent; because we are sure that in the near future not only the United 
States bark but the Canada bark and bark from other countries will 
be drawn upon to give us the tanning material necessary to tan our 
hides. 

America, everybody will understand, is the great hide-producing 
eountry of the world. We are destined to become the controlling power 
in the world in the leather trade; and we fix this rate of duty as a pre- 
liminary step toaid in the development of a gigantic interest that is to- 

day the controlling trade of Europe in our heavy leather. 





Mr. HUMPHREY rose. 

The CHAIRMAN. The debate on the pending amendment is ex- 
hausted. 

Mr. HUMPHREY. I move to strike out the last word. 

Mr. KELLEY. I rise for the purpose of moving that the committee 
now rise, that we may go into the House and limit the debate on this 
paragraph. 

Mr. HUMPHREY. Withdraw that motion for a moment. 

Mr. KELLEY. I insist upon my motion. 

The motion of Mr. KELLEY was agreed to. 

The committee accordingly rose; and the Speaker having resumed 
the chair, Mr. Burrows, of Michigan, reported that the Committee of 
the Whole House on the state of the Union had had under consideration 
the bill (IH. R. 7313) to impose duties upon foreign imports, and for 
other purposes, and had come to no resolution thereon. 

Mr. KELLEY. Mr. Speaker, I move that the House resolve itself 
into the Committee of the Whole House on the state of the Union and 
resume the consideration of the tariff bill; and pending that motion | 
move that all debate on the pending paragraph and all amendments 
thereto be limited to ten minutes. 

Mr. RANNEY. Make it five. 

Mr. KELLEY. No; let there be one speech on each side. 

The motion to limit debate was agreed to. 

Mr. KELLEY moved to reconsider the vote just taken; and also moved 
that the motion to reconsider be laid on the table. 

The latter motion was agreed to. 

The motion that the House resolve itself into Committee of the Whole 
House on the state of Union was agreed to. 

The House accordingly resolved itself into Committee of the Whole 
House on the state of the Union, and resumed the consideration of the 
bill (H. R. 7313) to impose duties upon foreign imports, and for other 


purposes. 

The CHAIRMAN. By order of the House all debate on the pending 

aragraph and amendments thereto is limited to ten minutes. 

Mr. PARKER. Representing a district that has some interests in- 
volved in this question, I beg tosay a few wordsupon it. The gentlemen 
who were spoken of so kindly by the gentleman from Massachusetts 
[Mr. CANDLER] are largely represented in their interests in Northern 
New York. They are men of high character; men of success in busi- 
ness; men whose ways of business are to be highly respected. But, sir, 
when theyask, as they do in their petition here, to have an opportunity 
to bring in the product of the cheap labor of Canada, which is only paid 
about 50 per cent. of what is paid to our own laborers in this business. 
I think they are asking too much. 

We know very well that in Pennsylvania, in the southern district ot 
New York, in Wisconsin, in Ohio, and in West Virginia especially, 
where its great chestnut oak forests are still standing, are yet remaining 
immense amounts of bark forests; and in Northern New York where our 
great Adirondack wilderness, almost as large as the good State of Rhode 
Island, extends down from its crowning head of mountains with a hem- 
lock belt extending all around it, and having these tanneries in the bor- 
ders of the forest; and here all about them are men who have bought 
farms and are paying for them by the hemlock bark supplied to these 
tanneries. 

They are menof small means, with teams and outfits; men who have 
bought farms with the hope of paying for them and supporting their 
families by this industry. 

Now, what is proposed here? It is that the cheap labor of Canada, 
which is only about 50 per cent. of our rate of labor, on lands costing 
not more than one-half of what our lands are worth, shall be brought 
directly into competition with all these men who are at work on thes« 
poorer lands of our country. Now, I submit that should not be done. 

The gentleman from Indiana [Mr. HOLMAN] says that in this mat- 
ter we may be prejudging the lumber question. I trust gentlemen will 
leave that lumber question of this bill, as Mr. Lincoln in one of his sto- 
ries proposed about the crossing of Fox River, not to cross the stream 
until we reach it. 

The gentleman from Massachusetts [Mr. CANDLER] tells us that this 
proposition is in the interest of the protection of our forests. Who is it 
that claims to seek in this bill to protect the forests of this country ? 
Why do the men represented by the gentleman from Massachusetts 
clamor for the protection of our forests? We know that those men own 
immense amounts of forest lands in our own country. 

Mr. CANDLER. _I will say that three-fourths of the three and a half - 
million acres of land in Canada containing these forests is owned by 
men in the United States who have tanneries in Maine and Massachu- 
setts, and some in New York State. And I say further that the intro- 
ducing of this extract into this country at a low rate will tend to reduce 
the price of leather and prevent our capitalists from going to Canada to 
establish tanneries. 

Mr. PARKER. These are the men owning immense forests in our 
own country who claim that they want to protect our forests. Why do 
they want to protect them’? Do they intend to preserve those forests 
forever so as to increase the water supply of the country, or is it the 
mere sentimental idea of protecting and preserving our forests? 

No, sir; they want to keep the forests for themselves, so that when 








1883. 


OONGRESSION AL 


—— - 


they have bought out the other hemlock lands in their vicinity, when 
the local farmers and bark workmen are brought to terms, and when 
they shall have used up as much as they see fit of the Canadian bark, 
then they will come back to use and consequently to destroy the hem- 
lock forests of our country. It is not reasonable to suppose that they 
wish to protect our forests except so far as it is a matter of interest to 
them. These men are influenced by their own interests and not by any 
sentimental notions of forest preservation or economic notions in favor 
of cheap leather. 

The assertion that the admission of extract free of duty even will re- 
duce the price of leather or goods made from it is without foundation. 

First. The men who seek the extract free of duty are not for cheaper 
leather; they are men interested in keeping up the price of leather. 

Second. The Census builetin No. 304 shows amount of leather by us 
annually tanned to be over $1 13,000,000, and the value of boots and 
shoes annually manufactured, including custom work, &c., is over 
$196,000,000. Now, the petty duty of 10 per cent. will make about 
$9,000, and 20 per cent. $18,000 aggregate duty; and although this 
small amount will protect our home workmen, yet in the vast aggre- 
gates of leather and its products and in the additional cost of freights, 
rents, middle-men, insurance, and incidental expenses the trivial duty 
of $18,000 even will have no effect whatever upon the price of leather. 


| eral of those interests are situated in the city of Boston. 





The great tanners ask that hemlock extract be admitted free of duty. | 


They say in their memarial before us: 

We would respectfully ask your attention to the following petition for protee- 
tion to our hemlock forests, which are rapidly being depleted by one of the 
largest interests in our country, namely, the leather interest. 

* - * x ® * 


We would most respectfully ask to have it put on the free-list, coming under 
the head of protection to our hemlock forests. 

We ask this as owners of 1,500,000 acres of land and as manufacturers of 72,000 
barrels of extract, which is two-thirds of all the extract manufactured in North 
America, 

We own and control 1,500,000 acres of bark land and operate 25 tanneries ; own 
9 extract works, and employ 5,000 men part of the year, 2,000 men all the time, 
and make 72,000 barrels of extract a year, the entire product of North America 
being but 100,000 barrels. 


In the testimony submitted by the Tariff Commission we 
told that— 


Hemlock extract is the product obtained by grinding and leaching hemlock 


»Y 


are also 


| the pending paragraph and amendments thereto has expired 
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gaged in other industries. But we do not wish to do so at the expense 
of the thousand and one small industries of the country and the peopl 
who are engaged in them personally, some upon farms and some in the 
production of timber, and every man, woman, and child of them inter 

ested in gaining a livelihood just as mach as are those who dig ginseng 
and sassafras roots. I now yield to the gentleman from Massachusetts 
[Mr. Rice] 

Mr. RICE, of Massachusetts. There are of course certain interests 
and industries that can make money by free trade with Canada 
They were 
prominent in establishing reciprocity with Canadaa few years ago, whicl 
operated so disadvantageously to the United States. 

There is no better illustation than that cited by my colleague from 
Massachusetts [Mr. CANDLER] of those gentlemen who have had tan 
neries in the United States, in Maine and in other States, who have gon 
over into Canada and bought large tracts of land there and established 
tanneries in that region. If those men can be permitted to import this 
extract of bark free it will not reduce the price of the article one cent; 
all the profits resulting from this duty will go into their own pockets 
They sell what of this article they get in Maine; they bring over the line 
all they can get from Canada and sell it at the same price, thereby giving 
them an undue and improper advantage over the owners of the forests 
of ourowncountry. Iam in favor of protecting American labor and giv 
ing no exceptional advantages to those gentlemen who have been referred 
to here. 

The CHAIRMAN. 


sev 


By order of the House the time for debate upon 
rhe pre 


| formaamendment being withdrawn, the question is upon the amendment 


bark and reducing the liquor to about the consistency of sirup or molasses by 


evaporation, either in vacuo or openly, as you would boil down maple sap to 
make maple-sugar. 

One witness says: 

We run four extract works in the United States and tive in New Brunswick 
and Canada. 

To show you the quantity of bark used, I can remark that last year we peeled 
over 150,000 cords of hemloek bark, or enough to make a pile four feet high and 
four feet wide that would reach from Boston to New York. 
per year in the United States, making 1,500,000 sides of hemlock sole leather 

And again: 

They are shipping a great deal from Canada now, and also a good deal from 
this country—from Pennsylvania. 

Q. Do they ship it also in the form of ground bark ? 


We tan 750,000 hides | 


A. They do that to some extent, but they have a system of extracting the tan- | 
ning material by evaporation—quite an ingenius process—making a liquid very | 


similar in appearance to molasses, They claim to get the strength of a ton of 
bark in an ordinary barrel of the liquid. 

Another party says to us: 

A cord of bark, weighing 2,000 pounds, worth $1 to $2 on the tree (depending 
on its distance), is peeled, dried, and hauled to the factory, where it brings $ to 
$7. Its tannin is there extracted and reduced, in a fluid form, to the bulk of forty 
gion and weight of four hundred pounds, and sells at the factory for about 

12, This, except the value of the bark on the tree, is the product of labor 

These facts present their argument. 

Now, while providing for the millions needed annually to pay on our 
national debt, its interest, our pensions, and other preper expenditures, 
it will be fairness and justice to cause every dollar's worth of this hem- 
lock extract to pay 20 cents toward this fund for the privilege of coming 
into our country. 

Mr. HUMPHREY. Itseemsto me that inthe consideration of this bill 
we are frequently met by an attempt to protect the large manufacturing 
interests of this country at the expense of the small ones. Where one 
large manufacturing company is engaged, as in this case, in the impor- 
tation of this extract, there are a large number of persons in the country 
with small means who will suffer in consequence of this competition. 

One gentleman rises here who represents a large manufacturing in- 
dustry in his district. Another gentleman here has in his district asmall 
industry in which people labor from day to day in peeling off this bark 
and selling it for tanning purposes. If you take the duty off these ex- 


more money, ten dollars to one, in the hands of the large manutacturers 
than in the hands of any of the laborers whom he may employ. 

One-quarter of the territory of Wisconsin has large interests in hem 
lock bark. The people there own one hundred and sixty acres of land 
each, and every man is interested in the industry of peeling this bark and 
selling it for the purpose of manutacturing leather. 
by the overpowering influence of the men of the East who want this 
essence or extract to be admitted free of duty at the expense of the poor 
man and to the advantage of the large manufacturing industries 

I desire to say that we are willing to protect the interests of these 
large manufacturers so far as in doing so we can protect the Jaber en 


But he is met here | 


of the gentleman from Pennsylvania [ Mr. CURTIN ], in line 466, to strike 
out ‘£10’ and insert ‘*20”’ as the rate of duty. 

The question was taken; and upon a division there wer 
noes 67. 

Mr. HOLMAN. I call for tellers. 

Tellers were ordered; and Mr. CURTIN 
pointed. 

The committee again divided; 
were—ayes 98, noes 74. 

So the amendment was agreed to. 

The CHAIRMAN. Thequestion now recurs upon the motion of the 
gentleman from Kentucky [Mr. CARLISLE], tostrike out the paragraph 
as amended. 

Mr. CARLISLE. Ido not think it is necessary to have a vote on 
that motion, and I will withdraw it. 

Mr. HOLMAN. I renew the motion to strike out 

The question was taken upon the motion of Mr. HOLMAN; and upor 
a division there were— ayes 24, noes 83. 

So (no further count being called for) 
not agreed to 

The Clerk read the following 

Spirits, nitrous ether, 30 cents per pound 

Santonin, $2 per pound 

Preparations: All oflicinal medicinal preparations known as ethers, essences 
extracts, mixtures, spirits, tinctures, and medicated wines, of which alcohol isa 
component part, not specially enumerated or provided for in this act, 40 cents 
per pound, 

Mr. TUCKER. I move to amend by striking out the paragraph just 
read. I make this motion for the purpose of asking a question. Will 
the gentleman on the other side in charge of this bill favor us by statins 
what are the present rates upon t 

Mr. KELLEY 
them all. 

Mr. TUCKER. My triend trom Kentucky [Mr. CARLISLE] tell> 
me that in our statistical table it is stated at 40 per cent Now, what 
is the difference between 40 per cent. ad valorem and 40 cents a pound ? 

Mr. KELLEY Where does the gentleman get the statement that 
the present duty is 40 per cent.? 

Mr. CARLISLI 


It is in the tabk 
Mr. KELLEY. I do not know where that 40 per cent. comes trom 
Mr. CARLISLE 


The clause in this bill embraces two items of the 
present law. One of them is medicinal preparations not otherwise pro 
vided for, now dutiable at 40 per cent., and the other is extract of malt, 
now dutiable at 20 per cent. This proposes to put them all at 40 cents 
per pound, which is evidently a mistake 

Mr. KELLEY. 


and Mr. HLASKELIL were ap 


and the tellers reported that there 


the motion to strike out was 


he articles included in this paragraph 


There are quite a number of rates; I cannot stat 


There may be an improper classification here, but, 


| as the gentleman will observe, this paragraph includes extracts, mixt 
tracts and allow them to come in free, the result will be that you will put | 


ures, spirits, tinctures, and medicated wines of which alcohol is a com 
ponent part, and this paragraph applies toarticles not otherwise specially 
enumerated 

Mr. CARLISLE. The gentleman will allow me: 
I was looking at the right item in the 
I was looking at the wrong item 

Mr. TUCKER.  [ withdraw the motion to strike out the paragraph 
and move to amend by striking out ‘‘40 cents per pound’’ and insert 


to correct myselt 
bill, but in the statistical tabl 


ing **40 per cent.” 

Mr. KELLEY. I hope that amendment will not prevail This 
paragraph, as | have said, applies to tinctures, medicated wines 
other alcoholic preparations 








ject is before us. In the lines I have named the words ‘‘ contained in”’ 
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Mr. HASKELL. The object of the provision in the bill was more 


especially to make these things come through the legitimate channel. 
They should either come in under their legitimate head, or should come 
in under the proprietary medicine clauses. Forty cents a pound makes 
the rate higher than on alcohol pure. 

Mr. TUCKER. Can the gentleman from Kansas give me any esti- 
mate of the equivalent ad valorem of 40 cents per pound on these arti- 
cles? 

Mr. HASKELL. I can not, because it may embrace all sorts of tinct- 
ures the value of which varies very much. 

Mr. TUCKER. Then we are completely in the dark in reference to 
this matter. 

Mr. HASKELL. We know this much—that this isa dollar a gallon 
in excess of the aleohol tax. The idea in putting it in was to make it 
so much higher than the alcohol tax that there would be no danger of 
defrauding the internal-revenue tax. 

Mr. KASSON. This is only a basket clause. 

Mr. HASKELL. Yes, it is only a basket clause—a sort of penalty 
clause, rather than a dutiable one. 

Mr. TUCKER. I move to make the duty ‘* 40 per cent.”’ 

Mr. HASKELL. Forty per cent. will not cover the internal-revenue 
tax on the aleohol. In this way you may letina lot of liquors slightly 
medicated, which will thus evade the internal-revenue tax. 

Mr. MCLEAN, of Missouri. I was about to say that this paragraph 
covers a large number of preparations containing alcohol, and unless some 
such duty as that here named be fixed we are likely to facilitate an eva- 
sion of the internal-revenue tax by letting in alcohol simply colored and 
medicated. This duty of 40 cents per pound will have the effect of pre- 
venting such evasion of the revenue. 

Mr. TUCKER. How much is the tax on alcohol per pound? 

Mr. HASKELL. There are about seven and one-half pounds to a 
gallon. 

Mr. TUCKER. Then.it is about 10 cents a pound? 

Mr. HASKELL. More than that. The old rule is ‘‘a pint toa 
pound,”’ 

Mr. TUCKER. Then this would be about 25 to 30 cents per pound 
above the tax on the article. 

Mr. HASKELL. The duty on the mixture would be about $1 per 
yvallon above the internal-revenue rate. 

Mr. TUCKER. LI withdraw my former amendment and move to make | 
the duty 30 cents per pound. I see this is the rate allowed upon some 
other articles preceding this. 

The amendment of Mr. TUCKER was not agreed to. 

Mr. KELLEY. Before the Clerk proceeds with the reading | desire 
to ask the Committee of the Whole to return to lines 459 and 460 to 
correct a typographical or clerical error which was passed over in the 
confusion of yesterday. This error should be corrected while this sub- 


should be ‘‘containing.’’ I move to make this substitution in order to 
correct the phraseology. 

The CHAIRMAN. Is there objection? 

Mr. TUCKER. lam very reluctant to object to returning to any 
clause; but yesterday when I asked the same privilege it was denied 
me by the gentleman on the other side. I will, however, be kinder 
than the gentleman was. I agree to the request to go back. 

Mr. KELLEY. The case is not analogous. If the gentleman feels 
he is rendering me a personal favor I decline it. I simply wanted to 
correct the language of the bill. 

The Clerk read as follows: 

Spirit varnishes, other than shellac, 40 per cent. ad valorem, and in addition 
thereto an amount equal to the internal-revenue tax on the alcohol contained 


therein. 

Mr. RANDALL. I move to strike out “‘spirit;’’ so as to leave it, 
‘*varnishes other than shellac,’’ &c. 

The amendment was agreed to. 

The Clerk read as follows: 

Varnishes of all other kinds, 25 per cent. ad valorem. 


Mr. RANDALL. I move tostrike out the twolines just read. There 
are no varnishes imported other than those heretofore enumerated; hence 
these lines are unnecessary. 

Mr. SPRINGER. I oppose the amendment for the purpose of refer- 
ring to the amendment on the preceding paragraph moved by the gen- 
tleman from Pennsylvania striking out the word ‘‘spirit.’’ Since the 
word ‘‘spirit’’ has been stricken out on the gentleman's motion the 
paragraph has been left so that varnishes other than shellac are taxed 
40 per cent, instead of 25 per cent. 

Mr. RANDALL. My amendment was intended to give the proper 
designation and was moved only for that purpose. It does not cut off 
an amendment as to rate of duty. 

Mr. SPRINGER. If you intend by your amendment to cover these 
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Mr. SPRINGER. But by the gentleman’s amendment striking out 
the word “‘spirit’’ and leaving it varnishes, &c., thereby including || 
other varnishes in the clause, you have raised it from 25 per cent. 1 com- 
mended by the committee to 40 per cent. ad valorem, and interna}-rey- 
enue tax beside. 

Mr. HASKELL. The committee did not recommend it. 

Mr. RANDALL. Shellac is a foreign product. It does not grow in 
this country; it is imported from Calcutta and is on the free-list. Ther: 
has been a practice of bringing in shellac varnish from Canada. The 
alcohol which is used to make shellac varnish goes to Canada free. [t 
is mixed with one-third or one-fourth of shellac gum, and in this w ay 
escapes the internal tax on whisky, which our own citizens have to pay. 
The committee’s bill corrects this. My amendment was for the purpose 
of giving the proper description of varnishes imported. 

Mr. SPRINGER. Did the gentleman intend what his amendment 
carried, and that is to increase the duty ? 

Mr. RANDALL. I want this classification carried in the bill as my 
amendment made it, because that is the proper designation. ‘ 

Mr. SPRINGER. I have no objection to the classification, but 1 do 
object to the increase of duties. If the duty is reduced to what it ought 
to be I have no objection to the amendment. 

Mr. CARLISLE. I wish to ask the gentleman from Pennsylvania 
question. Do I understand the gentleman to say there are no spirit 
varnishes but shellac? 

Mr. RANDALL. I say the great aggregate of varnish with alcohol 
is shellac varnishes. This kind of varnish is used as a first coating and 
what is put on cabinet-ware or upon floors. It dries quickly. Other 
varnish is made by mixture of African gums, turpentine, and linseed 
oil. 

Mr. CARLISLE. But I understand there are other varnishes besides 
shellac varnish, and there are others which have no spirit in them 
Therefore the effect of the motion of the gentleman from Pennsylvania 
is to put in the same clause and subject to the same rate of duty. 

Several MEMBERS. No. 

Mr. CARLISLE. Oh, yes! those which have spirits and those which 
have none, to wit, carriage varnish; that is to say, those which have no 
spirit in them under the bill as it now stands by the adoption of the 
gentleman’s amendment will pay 40 per cent. ad valorem. 

Mr. RANDALL. The gentleman is at liberty to reduce the rate 

Mr. CARLISLE. There being no duty on the spirits they will pay 
40, whereas the committee recommends 25 per cent. ad valorem. 

Mr. HASKELL. Ido not think the committee intended anything 
of the sort. 

Mr.RANDALL. The gentleman has his remedy by reducing th 
rate. 

Mr. SPRINGER. No; we have passed by it. 

Mr. RANDALL. I do not myself desire to reduce the rate below 40 
per cent. ad valorem on varnishes which contain no alcohol, but if any 
contain alcohol then the latter clause of last classification reaches them 
to extent of internal-revenue tax. 

Mr. RANDALL. Alcohol is used, I am informed, in connection wit! 
sandirac gum, a product of Africa, inthe preparation of a varnish to a very 
limited extent. I know nothing of the preparation myself, but I am so 
informed. 

Mr. CARLISLE. Ifthe gentleman is willing to agree to anad valorem 
rate of 25 per cent., and in addition the internal-revenue tax, there wil! 
be no objection, I imagine. 

Mr. RANDALL. Iam not able to speak for any one but myself. | 
am only a single member of the House, acting on my individual respons! 
bility. Ihave said 40 per cent. was about right. 

Mr. McCOOK. Thereisnothing that enters into these compositions, 
these varnishes to which the gentleman refers, that pays an internal 
revenue tax. 

The question was taken on the amendment; and the Chair decided 
that it was agreed to. 

Mr. SPRINGER. Let the amendment be read. 

The CHAIRMAN. The amendment has been read, voted upon, and 


0 ‘ 

Mr. SPRINGER. Lask that it be again read. There was certainly 
& misapprehension when that vote was taken. 

Mr. McCOOK. The gentleman from Illinois is too active and visi 
lant in the interest of the people to omit to observe that the vote was 
taken. 

Mr. SPRINGER. I was not aware of the fact that the question had 
been submitted even, there is so much confusion in the committee. 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair will take no advantage of the gentle 
man. Thequestion ison the motion of the gentleman from Pennsylvania, 
to strike out lines 480 and 481. 

The question was taken; and the Chair decided that by the sound the 
amendment was agreed to. 





other varnishes now admitted at a rate of 25 per cent. ad valorem then 
you increase the duty on them to 40 per cent. ad valorem with the in- 
ternal-revenue tax added thereto. 


Mr. RANDALL. The present tax is 50 cents a gallon and 20 per | 


cent. ad valorem. 


Mr. BLOUNT. Lask a division upon that question. 

Mr. SPRINGER. Now, Mr. Chairman—— 

The CHAIRMAN. Debate is not in order. 

The committee divided; and there were—ayes 76, noes 56. 
Mr. SPRINGER. I demand tellers. 

Mr. MILLS. I make the point that no quorum has voted. 











1883. 





The CHAIRMAN. The point of order being made that no quorum | 
has voted, the Chair will appoint tellers. 

Mr. CARLISLE and Mr. HASKELL were appointed tellers. 

The committee again divided; and the tellers reported 
n0es 70. 

So the amendment was agreed to. 

Mr. RANDALL. I desire to put on record the figures under exist- 
ing law. The rate of duty on low-priced varnishes is equivalent to 62 
per cent. ad valorem; on the high-priced varnishes the rate is equivalent 
to 41 per cent., and the average rate on the aggregate of importations 
of varnish is 47 percent.; showing that the clauses adopted by the bill 
under consideration are all reductions, varying from 7 per cent. to 22 | 
per cent. 

In addition to which, the linseed-oil which goes into varnishes other 
than spirit varnishes pays a duty of 50 per cent. ad valorem 

The Clerk read as follows: 

Morphia or morphine, and all salts thereof, $1 per ounce 

Mr. WILLIS. I offer the amendment which I send to the desk 

The CHAIRMAN. The amendment will be read. 

The Clerk read as follows: 

Provided, Thatin the manufacture of all the foregoing articles known as alco- 
holie preparations alcohol may be withdrawn from warehouse without payment 
of internal-revenue tax, upon rules and regulations prescribed by the Commis- 
sioner of Internal Revenue with the approval of the Secretary of the Treasury. 

Mr. KASSON. I reserve the point of order upon that amendment. 

Mr. WILLIS. What is the point of order? 

Mr. KASSON. My impression from the reading of it is that it does 
not relate to the subject-matter of this bill, which is for the imposition 
of duties upon imports. 

Mr. KELLEY. I make the point of order that it is not germane to 
this bill or to this paragraph. 

Mr. WILLIS. Mr. Chairman, we have just been considering the 
subject of aleoholic preparations as embodied in this bill, and all through 
the list, beginning on page 19, with line 443, down to and including 
line 495, the subject of alcoholic preparations is embraced. Now, the 
duty upon these alcoholic preparations in a numberof these articles, in 
all of them in fact, is regulated in express terms in this bill by the 
amount of internal-revenue tax paid upon the alcohol used in their man- 
ufacture. In all of thése different lines trom the beginning to the end | 
of this clause of the bill the subject of internal-revenue tax is involved 
and is levied in connection with the duty imposed upon the different 
articles, which brings this amendment strictly within the purview of 
this bill. I do not see how the gentleman can make the point of order 
upon it under the circumstances. 

Mr. KASSON. Mr. Chairman, on a closer examination of the amend- 
ment I find that it is undoubtedly subject to the point of order in this, 
that it refers entirely to another subject and one that is not even men- 
tioned in this bill, namely, the withdrawal of domestic spirits from 
bonded warehouses jor free use in the manufactures of medicines and 
medicinal preparations and other compounds in which it enters as an 
element and which when imported from abroad are subject to duty. 

And upon that slight connection I suppose the gentleman desired to 
escape the force of the rule. Iam therefore prepared distinctly to make 
the point of order that the amendment is not germane to this schedule, 
and I might go further and submit that it is not even germane to the 
bill. ‘ 

The CHAIRMAN. Does the gentleman from Kentucky [Mr. W1L- 
LIs] desire to be heard further on the point of order ? 

Mr. WILLIS. I submit it to the Chair upon the fact that these prep- 
arations contain alcohol, and that the duties levied upon them are di- 
rectly connected in terms with the amount of internal tax to be paid 
on alcohol, and that therefore this amendment allowing the withdrawal 
of aleohol which is used in these preparations free is certainly ger- 
mane to the bill. 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair thinks the amendment is not germane 
to the bill, and must so hold. 

Mr. MORRISON. I offer the amendment which I send to the desk. 

The Clerk read as follows: 

After line 4% add the following: 


“ Provided, That from and after the Ist day of July, 1884, there shall be levied, col- 
lected, and paid on the articles of goods, wares, and merchandise in tiis sched- 


ule enumerated and provided for only 90 per cent. of the several duties and rates | 


of duty imposed on the said articles severally.” 

Mr. MORRISON. 

If I consulted my own opinions as to this amendment it would have 
provided that after one year, that is on and after July 1, 1884, no more 
than 90 per cent. of the duties levied in this schedule should be col- 
lected. After two years, or on and after July 1, 1885, no more than 80 
per cent., and on this schedule after three years no more than 70 per 
cent. should be collected. But with a view to obtaining what should be 
practicable even inthis House of Representatives I offer this amendment 
proposing a 10 per cent reduction for a single year. 
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| vided by law, which are embraced under Schedule 


I offer this to come in at the end of Schedule A. | 


| other schedules as we reach them, proposing the same ra 


I admit, Mr. Chairman, that a horizontal reduction is not the most | 


scientific way of reducing a tariff, but I assume that in the six months’ 
consideration of this subject by the Tariff Commission followed by the 
six weeks’ consideration of the Ways and Means Committee it is not 


unreasonable to suppose that we have at least in these schedules the du- | 





| 


1995 


ties on the several articles in the right relations to each other. And I 


| want to say, Mr. Chairman, that I believe it is more important to the 


manufacturing industries of the country to know exactly what the du- 
ties are to be and to have this question settled, for a time at least, than 
to have them 10 per cent. higher or lower, or to have a discussion and 
continued controversy over the question of whether they shall be 10 per 
cent. higher or lower 

Mr. MORSE. That is right; that is exactly where we stand. 

Mr. MORRISON. The Tariff Commission has said to us and to the 
country—and I do not believe much of what it has said—but it has at 
least told us one truth when it said in its report that a due recognition 
of public sentiment demands a substantial reduction of taxes through 
a substantial reduction of the tariff. The commission has indicated, 
too, that that substantial reduction of the tariff, which it assures us 1s 
demanded by the best conservative opinion of the country, is not less 
but more than 20 per cent 

Upon this schedule classed as chemicals the reductions mace 
than 12 per cent. on the average; and when this proposed 10 per cent 
reduction after another year shall be added, making less than 22 per 
cent., the reduction will hardly be tully up to the standard of redue 
tion which the Tariff Commission tells us ought to be made. Such a 
reduction will not injure; but will bea great help to the manutiet t 
interests of the country, because, as | said yesterday, many of the 
cles in this list are not only the raw materials but the tools of trade 
the manufacturing industries, 


ire less 


CUTE 


Neither can this reduction be hurtful even trom the standpoint of 
protection to industry or the wages of labor; because, looking at the 
census returns of what are called chemical products, we find that all t 
gether they amount to $117,407,054, and that the wages paid tor all 


the labor in these products amounted to 511,820,728. . In other words 
the wages paid for the labor which made these products amount to about 
10 percent. onthe valueofthe products. Forevery $100 worth ¢ fproduct 

made but $10 were paid in wages to the laborers who made them And 
if this amendment which I propose shall be adopted the average rate ot 
duties upon this schedule will still be 25 per cent., one and a half times 
as much more than the wages paid in producing the articles contained 


init. The average rate on this schedule is now a little in excess of 31 
per cent. ; and, reduced as is proposed by this amendment, it will be still 
more than 25 per cent The bill of the committee without this amend 
ment will leave the average rate about 273 per ee nt 

Hence it is, Mr. Chairman, that I say this amendment will help and 


i 
encourage the industries of the country, and, upon the theory advanced 


by protectionists, can not possibly affect injurio 

[ Here the hammer fell. 

Mr. KELLEY I hope the vote 

Mr. Cox, of New York, ros« 

The CHAIRMAN proceeded to put the question by a 
and stated that the ** noes ’’ had it 

Mr. MORRISON 1 would have ealled for a division, but the gen 
tleman from New York | Mr. Cox] had risen to ask for the floor in order 
to speak on this question 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair did not 
from New York had risen. The gi 
SON | calls for a division 


isly the rates of wages 


will be had on this question 


observe that the gentleman 
ntleman from Illinois [ Mr. Morr 


The committee divided: and there were—avyes 61, noes 85 
Mr. MORRISON I call for tellers. 
Tellers were ordered: and Mr. MORRISON and Mr. HASKELL were 


appointed. 
Che committee 


again divided; and the tellers reported—ayes 75, 
noes 94. 
So the amendment was not agreed to 
Mr. TOWNSHEND, of Illinois. Tofferthe amendment which Lsend 


to the desk. 
The Clerk read as follows 


Strike out all from line 168 to line 49, inclusive, and insert as follows 

“For the two years next ensuing July 1, 1885, in lieu of the duties now pro 
j A, there shall be levied, 
collected, and paid on all the articles named in said sclicdule imported from for 
eign countries 8) per cent. of the several duties and rates of duty now imposed 
by law. For the two years to commence at the expiration of the two years last 
aforesaid, 70 per cent. of the duties and rates of duty now imposed by law on 


said articles; and afterthe expiration of the two years last aforesaid, 60 per cent 
| of the duties and rates of duty now imposed by law on said articl 
Mr. TOWNSHEND, of Illinois. This amendment is intended as a 


substitute for Schedule A of this bil! 


It is my purpos 
gentleman does 


not do so, to offer a similar amendment 


. if some other 
reach of the 

e of reduction “ 
of tariff duties, thereby reducing the whole list to the same basis. 

The whole country is crying out for reduction of taxation and relief 
from onerous burdens; and the President of the United States, echoing 
the sentiment of the country, has recommended to Congress that there 
be a reduction. The Secretary of the Treasury— 

Mr. HASKELL. Mr. Chairman 

Mr. TOWNSHEND, of Ilinois. 

Mr. HASKELL. 

The CHAIRMAN 

Mr. HASKELL 


I 
+ 
t 


I do not wish to be interrupted 
Then I rise to a parliamentary inquiry 

The gentleman will state it. 
to ask if this amendment 


want is offered as a 
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substitute for the whole of Schedule A of the bill? 
stand distinctly the statement of the gentleman. 

The CHAIRMAN. The gentleman so stated. 

Mr. HASKELL. Then I raise the point of order that under the five- 
minute rule for the consideration of this bill item by item a substitute 
af that sort is uot in order. 

Mr. TOWNSHEND, of Illinois. I think the point of order comes too 
late, even if there is anything in it, which I do not believe. 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair thinks the point of order is made too 
late 

Mr. TOWNSHEND, of Ilinois.  [ was proceeding to say that the Sec- 
retary of the Treasury in his annual report has shown this House how 
4 material reduction might be made without detriment to the business 
interests of the country. That report shows that during the past year 
the receipts from customs increased over $22,000,000, and in the aggre- 
gate was about $220,000,000; and itis estimated thatin 1884 the customs 
receipts will amount to over $235,000,000, The Secretary further esti- 


I did not under- 


mates that for that year there will be a surplus over all expenditures of 


$119,792,000, and, after deducting for the sinking fund, he estimates 
there will still be a surplus lying in the Treasury, over and above all the 
needs of the Government, of $74,719,000. 

The Tariff Commission recommended to this Congress what is claimed 
by its friends would be a reduction of some 20 per cent. upon the pres- 
enttariff rates. In viewof all these facts it is clear that we have reached 
1 period when we can reduce the revenue, can reduce taxation to the 
*xtent indicated in my amendment. . It therefore becomes our solemn 
duty to the country to adopt some such provision as I have suggested. 

If gentlemen on the other side were governed by a desire to relieve 
the country, were desirous of carrying out the will and sentiment of the 
people of the country, they would votein favor of the amendment I have 
offered. I intend here and now to put it squarely before them and let 
the country see whether the voice of the peopleand the reeommendations 

of the President are more powerful than the dictum of the secret con- 
‘lave that assembled here with closed doors but recently and declared 
that this bill, or it substantially, shall become a law; whether a caucus 
of Republican members of this House is potent enough to override the 
will of the people and disregard the recommendations of the President, 
or whether this House has patriotism enough to rise above mere partisan 
wtion and carry out the will of the people and promote the prosperity 
ind interests of the people. 

The CHAIRMAN. The time of the gentleman has expired. 

Mr. KASSON, I rise to oppose the amendment; and without sub- 
mitting any remarks I call for a vote. 

The CHAIRMAN. Debate upon the pending amendment has been 
e\hausted, 

Mr. SIMONTON. Then I move to strike out the last word. 

I have listened most attentively during this discussion to hear some 
valid reasons for the high duties that characterize this bill. It is cer- 
tainly not because of any demand for revenue, for the trouble is we 
have too much of that. Still, asthe various articles in the schedules of 
the bill are reached our proposed reductions are uniformly, I might 
with propriety say universally, resisted by the majority, not because the 
revenue to be derived therefrom is needed, but on the plea of the neces- 
sity of protecting the industry to which the article in question belongs. 
Protection! How often have we heard that term in this discussion ! 
It is constantly urged as the plea for these high duties. Well, sir, it is 
s name that sounds well. Ido not wonder that the advocates of the 
system have adopted such a fair-sounding word. It is suggestive of 
benevolence and paternal kindness. ' 

But many a wrong has been perpetrated under the color of a fiir name. 
some of the blackest orimes that stain the annals of our race were com- 
mitted in the sacred names of liberty and religion. And I fear, sir, 
that great wrong and cruel injustice is about to be perpetrated in this bill 
upon the great body of our people, the tax-payers, the consumers, under 
this fair-sounding name of protection. 

Protection is a very fine thing for the protected, but I would have gen- 
tlemen remember it costs something. Everything of value to anybody 
costs something. All the aid, the protection, which gentlemen vote so 
graciously is at the expense of somebody else. Protection, in the very 
proportion it protects, is just that much burden to some other citizens. 
[ lay thisdown as an incontrovertible proposition that the enhanced price 
which protection enables a manufacturer to charge must be paid by some 
other citizen. Now, my constituents are engaged in this paying business 
and some of yours in receiving what they pay. It makes a wonderful 
difference what standpoint you view protection from. On the receiv- 
ing side it is very delightful; on the paying side it is a burden—it is 
worse than a mere burden, for it is taking by operation of law a part 
of the property and wages of one class of citizens and giving the same 
to others without a consideration. 


single dollar to the aggregate capital of the country. 
not create money, and protection is money to the protected. All that 
protection can do is to give direction to capital, to divert it out of the 
ordinary channels of business where it is remunerative, and induce it 
to enter those which, protectionists themselves being the judges, are 
unprofitable, and in which it can not maintain itself without the aid 
and interference of government. 


| 





| 


terests of Pennsylvania; that isvery kind to the Pennsylvanians. You 
vote protection to the woolen manufacturers of Massachusetts, and that 
is very kind tothem. You have just voted protection to the lead in- 
terest of Michigan, Missouri, and Colorado, and that is very kind to 
them. But who pays for all this kindness? These favors cost; they 
are valuable. They are taxes on my people; and on behalf of them, 
in view of the overflowing Treasury, and of the recommendation of the 
President to reduce taxation, and of the Secretary of the Treasury that 
his Department is embarrassed in disposing of the surplus revenue in 
any lawful way, and of the universal demand of the tax-payers of the 
country for # reduction of taxation, I protest against the schedule oi 
duties in this bill, which contains no substantial reduction of taxes. | 
have constantly voted to reduce duties. I supported the amendment 
of the gentleman from Illinois [Mr. Morrison], and I will support the 
amendment of the gentleman from Illinois [Mr. TowNsHEND] now 
pending. 

Mr. ANDERSON. Mr. Chairman, I rise to oppose the amendment 
I did not hear all the remarks of my friend from Illinois [Mr. Towns 
HEND]; but I understood him to be reading a lecture to this side of the 
Hiouse in the matter of caucus dictation. I suppose, perhaps, that | 
know something about any subject that may have been discussed in 
Republican caucus; but I never yet heard any proposition made looking 
in the most remote degree to the control of the individual judgment and 
action of members in reference to this bill. 

Mr. TOWNSHEND, of Illinois. The gentleman will allow me to 
ask whether questions relating to this bill were not under consideration 
in caucus? 

Mr. ANDERSON. What question? 

Mr. TOWNSHEND, of Illinois. Any question relating to this bill. 

Mr. ANDERSON. I understood the gentleman to mean that the 
Repubjican party had fixed upon some specific bill and agreed in caucus 
to pass it. So far as I know it never did. 

Mr. TOWNSHEND, of Illinois. The gentleman begs the question; 
he does not answer my question. 

Mr. ANDERSON What is it? 

Mr. TOWNSHEND, of Illinois. My question is this: whether the 
caucus did or did not take some action in regard to the passage of this 
bill or the action upon it? 

Mr. KASSON. They never passed upon a clause of it. 

Mr. ANDERSON. No, sir; they simply considered the reduction of 
the tariff; and that was all. 


Mr. TOWNSHEND, of Illinois. Then my point is proven that this 


| subject has been considered by a Republican caucus. 


Mr. ANDERSON. My friend makes a mistake. The reduction oi 


| the tariff is one proposition and the passage of this specific bill is 


another. But I desire to say that I am opposed to the principle upon 
which the gentleman’s proposition rests, that is, a sliding scale ending 
in bald free trade. Iam opposed to fixing, by iron legislation, machin- 
ery which settles questions that should be dealt with by the best judg- 
ment and the wisest discernment of men. 

I favored the proposition of the other gentleman from I}linois [ Mr. 
MORRISON ] to reduce this schedule 10 per cent, because what I want 
is a competitive tariff. But this is a wholly different proposition. 
This proposes a sliding scale and runs clear into the old abstract prop- 
osition of Democracy, free trade. There is a difference between these 
two things. I am willing to vote for a reduction of 20 per cent. on 
these articles, but not for the proposition of the gentleman trom Ilinois 
[Mr. TOWNSHEND]. 

The CHAIRMAN. Debate is exhausted. 

The pro forma amendment being withdrawn, the question was taken 
on the amendmentof Mr. TOWNSHEND, of Illinois; and it was not agreed 
to. 

Mr. WHEELER. 


I ask unanimous consent to have printed in the 
Recorp, following the remarks of the gentleman from Kentucky [Mr. 
CARLISLE] a circular in reference to the subject of varnish. 


The CHAIRMAN. _Is there objection? 

Mr. PAGE. We do not know what the paper is. 

The CHAIRMAN. The Clerk will read the title. 

Mr. WHEELER. I do not ask that the paper be read; I wish it 
printed in the RecorD, to follow the remarks of the gentleman from 
Kentucky [Mr. CARLISLE] on the subject of varnish. 

Mr. PAGE. We do not know what the paper is, and can not tell 
whether it ought to go into the REcorD. 

The CHAIRMAN. It is a circular on the question of varnish. 

Mr. BROWNE. I object. 

The Clerk read as follows: 

ScuEDuLE B.—Earthen-ware and glass-ware. 
Brown earthen-ware, common stone-ware, gas retorts, and stone-ware not 


| ornamented, 25 per cent. ad valorem. 
Why, Mr. Chairman, protection can not add, it never did add, a | 


Enactments can | 


You vote protection to the iron in- | 


Mr. COX, of New York. I move to amend the paragraph just read 
by striking out ‘25°’ and inserting ‘‘20.’’ In behalf of my colleague 
[Mr. Hewitt], who, as gentlemen know, is detained from the House 
by illness, I would like if possible that this schedule as to earthen-ware 
should be passed over and considered at the end of the bill. My col- 
league may possibly be here at thattime. [presume that both sides of 
the House regret his absence when propositions of so much importance 
as this and others which will follow come before us for consideration. 
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But since I have made the application in vain to the chairman of the | willing not only to retain such a monstrous duty on an article of first necessity, 
committee, I ask leave now, as my colleague is ill in New York, that I a whe a they are re a to guncene ———— - % vey: +t f taxes rom 
e peo e on window Ss. 0 i . “AS ygrets about 21,000,000 and 
may fulfill his request and publish j in the REcoRD some bills of lading | piace ones polies the r ae is also the more preposte eal hata anpangen et 
and invoices, together with letters which have been written to him in | that this window-glass tax is upon the dwellings of the poor, and the commis 
reference to this matter of earthen-ware. I do not as vet touch the | Sionersdonoteven make an attempt of anapology tojustifythisoutrage. Strange 
} t of vlass -ware . to say, in order to simplify the collection of duty on window-glass, the feet 
subject of glass thox of glass is arbitrarily raised in weight, which actually increases the duty in 
Mr. KASSON. Allow me to make a proposition which may fucili- | a small degree on this commodity, The commissioners further recommend the 


tate our action. These rates down to line 513 are intended to connect eenen of the } res nt duty on _— gl 7 in lauding all abo e 4 by at to 
i cents persquare foot, which means the modest lit tut f 109 per ex - 
with each other—— ents | " 1ich mea 1e 1 ¥ . 











t 


_ | mains to be seen how this recommendation will be received and actedupon. It 

Mr. COX, of New York. I know they are. requires no prophet to foretell that such duties, when a tarii? r vision is ni ude 
Mr. KASSON. And I therefore ask that the portion of this schedule | [5 a - aeenes. I Fo ee ypeny mee that oe a gen - sallow “i wescgg 
‘ © led aS za, Sayles men 5 an Increase ty of son » per cer ma the 
down to line 513 may be considered as one paragraph and may be open | better class of chinaware. Lam the more tortiled because ite is made on the 
to amemlment anywhere. baby plea. My opinion, however, is that itis more likely that Congress will re 
Several members objected. duce the dutie 315 yper cent, than increase them lhis is certainly notan inerease 
es > Nn V duties season. Upon the whole, the commissioners might as well have spared 
Mr. COX, of New York. My proposition was that these four para- | their labors on this schedule, Ii willsurely be revised and adjusted much more 


graphs, embraci Ing all sorts of common earthen- ware, be considered at | liberally in the House, if it has not been already in the Committee of W ays and 
the end of the bill, as my colleague may possibly be well enough to be | Means 


1 Ss. MOOR 
here next week. Sie Wolke. Dida. Desunber 8. 802 ORT 
Mr. CARLISLE. I must object, for the reason that by that time de- ; 
bate may be closed. New York, Jaxuary 6, 1883 


Mr. COX, of New York. Now, I ask attention to these four items | , Py ah “ iooeen ha - hovelaie te pte poe anys Dae pare —— 
——— a © . - nee ie Pp ec beg lo han Oo ivoice of che »>p ited ear 1en-Ware in toilet sets, 
of common earthen-ware coming to this country from abroad. The | whichare largely in demand by the poorer or middle classes in this country, show: 
Committee on Ways and Means has raised the rate on this ware all the | ing the cost with the duty as now levied at 40 per cent., and also that with the 
vay throngh. Any member looking at the list will see how duties are | = fed brah a. ae eens ae. be iat ied under the new tariff as recom 
~ . - N 2 = 2 ended b e ays anc eans Co et 
raised. I think we ought to commence our reductions on this'‘very | We m: Ly say that a large quantity of these goods are purchased by grocers, who 
article. | give them away to the pub lie as chromos against purchases of low-class teas wt 
Mr. McKINLEY. There is, in fact, a reduction in the line to which | #8! price, and hence such a demand increases the revenue of the United States 


. Bt > gt . | toan extent that can not be covered by domestic manufactur 
the gentleman’s amendment refers. The rate of duty, it is true, is the | : 





Should you require any further explanations on this matter we shall be happy 
same as at present; but we have already repealed the charges and trans- | to render it on hearing from you 
portation sections of the present law es Per DAVID DOCTOR. 
Mr. COX, of New York. Making a difference of about 3 per cent. | Hon. Aunam 8. Hewrrr, Washington, D. ¢ as , 
Mr. McKINLEY. So there will be a decrease of duty on brown | --- 
earthen-ware. NEW York, January 2}, 183 
Mr. SPRINGER. The gentleman from Ohio forgets to state that we Dy AR Sir: We w rote you on 6th instant, with our invoice of printed ware 
> Pepe 5 | showing the comparative statement between the cost here and at the factory in 
only imported $123 worth last year. | England 7 


Mr. COX, of New York. Mr. Chairman, I presume that I sy akon | We find, however, that we made a mistake in not including packages with the 


this subject—and I wish to speak with moderation—for the great body | Charees, because in this country the domestic manufacturers return the money 

. - . . . 5 : 7 | charged on the return of the packages, and in some cases no packages are 
of the people of this country who use earthern-ware, and not for the | pr wee d, because they can load up the cars which are run in alongs dle the pot 
few people who manufacture it in particular localities. I believe, sir, | teries. We therefore inclose fresh calculations showing what the true geographi 
every one of those four items requires careful consideration by this House, | cal protection is on these goods, and if in time to be of any service to “you in the 


: ‘aos . ‘ diseussion on the tariff on crockery, we shall be pleased. : 
and the House can not give it in the five-minute debate we have here. Hoping you will excuse any unnecessary trouble we may be giving you 





‘To-morrow morning, when the House will read how much of these tarifi= Yours, faithfully, BURGESS & GODDARD, 

are 40 per cent. , 65 per cent., and 55 per cent., and soon, they will likely | yy... Aprave S. Hewitt, Wushinoton. D.¢ Per DAVED DOCTOR 

reverse their opinion when too late; and this with all these other large | cana 5 

items will at last go toa committee of conference made up of a few men | New York, December 20, 1882 
representing a few interests, and they will concoct a tariff for which | _ Cost of twelve packages printed earthen-ware, imported under a duty of 65 per 
nobody, sir, including yourself, will have any respect. [Laughter and | “ a (ean Se ee 

applause. ] | ean sik 0s 00. oh 01.08 oceans bos 
MThe CHAIRMAN. The gentleman’s time has expired. ee ee ee iihies Charges, £. 8. d.$ ' — 

Mr. COX, of New York. Let me makea request to print these docu- | Twelve packages, 2 at 19s. and 10 at 19s, 6d ll 3 0 
ments. I am representing my colleague [ Mr. Hewirr], and Task that | 18° Per cent as 10 11 10 
in his favor. | Inland carriage : 6 10 


The CHAIRMAN. The Chair hears no obj ction | Dock and town duce > oO 


ee cigeear | Bills of lading 2 0 
The documents referred to are as follows: | Fowarding commission 12 0 
New York, January 27, 1883. | Certified invoir 5 O 
My Dear Sir: It isnow certain that [can not come to Washington next week, | Freight on 745 teet at 9 and 10 per cent. per ton 952 
and I may not get there atall during the tariffdiscussion. I wish, therefore, that 
you would go to my room, where, on the desk, you will find two brown envel wi 10 
opes marked ‘“‘tariff.’’ Out of the papers in these envelopes please select all | 
that have any reference to pottery or chinaand hand them to Mr. 8.8. Cox, with | At $4.86 exhan $120 40 
the request from me that he will take charge of the subject and fight the batik Duty on $582 at 65 per nt . “as 
of reasonable duties on pottery in the House. I have informed the pottery as- | Custom-house entry and fees ” 1) 
sociation that I have turned the matter over to him. They will probably write | Marine insurance on $090 at | per cent a 6 80 
to him on the subject. Please send me all the other papers not relating to pot- | Interest, 40 days, at 6 per cent - 
tery here, so that I may arrange them for the use of some member as the discus- | y 
sion progresses. Ask Mr. Cox also to take a convenient opportunity during the | 105.59 per cent. on cost of goods at factory 512 8 
iscussion to state that I am utterly disabled from returning to Washington, and | 
deeply regret my enforced abstinence from the work of revenue reform. Cost of goods on dock at Boston 1,007 36 
Truly yours, 
eng S. HEWITT, New York, D her 2, 1882 


©. B. Sivescvun. E Per S. C. N | Cost of twelve packages printed earthen-ware, imported under a duty of 4 
IENOUR, a 





(Care of Hon. A. 8. Hr WwitT, House of Representatives, Washington, D.C.) | pe rig owe J i la ih ara 
Satie 0 Burgess & Godds« Dy 
TARIFF REVISION. To invoice, £101 19s, 2d., at $4.56 exchange . $105 Ne 
Charges, £. s. d. & a oad 
SCHEDULE B.—Earthen-ware and glass. Twelve packages, 2 at 19s, and 10 at 18s. 6c , il > Y 
To the Editor of the New York Times: | UL ess 5 per cent ll 2 
My analysis of the meager additions to the free-list, as proposed by the Tariff Out Wl 
Commission, will make it very clear that, if we are to have a tariff revision at | Inland earri } 610 
all, it will certainly have to be done in a much more liberal way than the pains- | Dock and town dues 3 0 
taking commission recommend, anxious as all tariff reformers are to accept the | Bills of lading..... zg 0 
report of the commission. Fowarding comn nm 12 0 
irst As an acknowledgment that our tariff system should and must be | Certified invoice > O 
amended as soon as possible. | Freight on 748 feet at 9 and 10 per cent. per ton : 96 2 
Second. That compound duties are swindles and must be swept away, al- —_——— 
though on account of certain pressures these compound duties are still retained | 24 15 10 
in the woolen schedule, which of course will be swept away by Congress. And 
lastly, tariff reformers are glad to see some tariff measure before Congress, and | At $1.86 exchang #120 49 
feel satisfied that public opinion will shape reform in th« ay sae y ps | Di ity on $585 at 40 per cent ; 232 AD 
I shall to-day point out the shortcoming of the commission in ‘* not” revising | Custom-house entry and fee , 4 00 
the duties on window and plate glass. In retaining t) 1e mn sent rate « f duty on | Marine insurance on $680 at 1 per cent ; ; 6 80 
window-glass, one is of the opinion that this schedule must have been agreed | Interest, 50 days, at 6 per cent 275 
upon several months before the late elections. The average rate of duty on the ---- 
poorest kind of window-glass is from 70 to 75 per cent. Considering that the os- | 74.06 per cent. on cost of goods at factory . S66 BA 
tensible reason for reducing taxation isthatthe Treasury sutlers from a plethora 
of money, it remains to be seen how many legislators will be found in Congress Cost of goods on dock at Boston 242 Wr 
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Invoice of earthenware shipped at Liverpool by Goddard & Burgess of Longton, Staf- 
fordshire, on board the Victoria, Capt. for Boston. Insu and consigned 
to ———, for account and risk of Messrs. Burgess & Goddard, ef New York. 

Lonpon, November 22, 1882. 

Claims must be duly certified & presented within 6 months from date for trans- 

mission to the manufacturer. 

















Mark D. B. & Co., (Tt. Terms ——. B. L., dated — 18—.} 
£ a, d. £ s. d. 
Ilha, 45 ‘3 
5 toilet sets, 911 pes, 3006, Indian, at 108. 6d..............c:ccccceeee 212 6 
5 toilet sets, 9-11 pes, 3005, Vintage, at 10s, 6d 212 6 
5 toilet sets, 011 pes, 3077, Oriental, at 10s, 6d. 212 6 
5 toilet sets, 9-11 pes. 3021, Pomp. at 10s, 6d .... — a 8 
3 toilet sets, 11 pes, 3015, Roses, at 108. 6d............... ccc ceeeeeeees iS 
2 toilet sets, %11 pes, 3012, Aquatic, at 10s. 6d...... 26 
—— 133 6 
ithd, 49 
I hhd. same 132 6 
Crate 58, 30 toilet sets, 9-11 pes 
3 bro., 2 peacock, 1 black, Oriental, at 6s .. 116 6 
3 bro., 1 peacock, 1 black, Pomp., at 68 .............0..c.cc.sceeeeeeeeeeees 110 6 
2 bro., | peacock, 2 green, Roses, at 6s...... 110 6 
2 bro., 2 peacock, 1 green, Vintage, at 6s ...... 110 6 
2 bro., 1 peacock, 1 green, Hawthorn, at 6s 146 
2 bro.,2 peacock, 1 black, Indian, at 6s 110 6 
92 6 
Crates 59-65 
packages same 682 6 
Crate 66, 30 toilet sets 9 11 pes. : 
3 brown, 2 peacock, 1 black, Oriental, at 6s... 116 6 
3 brown, | peacock, 1 black, Pompadour, at 6s....................... 110 6 
2 brown, i peacoc k. 2 green, Roses, at 6s............ 110 6 
2 brown, 2 peacock, 1 geeen, Vintage, at 6s.... 110 6 
2 brown, 1 peacock, 1 green, Hawthorn, at 68 .............ccceeceeeee 146 
2 brown, 2 peacock, 1 black, Indian, 6s 110 6 
6 slop-jars: ? 
Brown, | Oriental, 1 Pomp., 1 Indian, at 5s ...................ccceceee b 6 
Peacock, 1 1 ompadour, 1V wnat at 5s 10 6 
Green, 1 Roses, at 58 ........c.c0000: wuld Adlehdiiaeiiatat bap 5 6 
1010 6 
Crate 67: 
BID TIO a vin cencnce scene sess svovsssavoctish necindnnguatisivecdensebenueveseessdinensenbansie 1010 6 
119 5 6 
10 per cent 1118 6 
107 6 6 
Dt Re oso csenpe sins cctesnsie nensinin csseoreotesiciencedehnmensnnnsiionstatinaaniantinepntee 574 
101 19 2 


New York, December 20, 1882. 
Cost of twelve packages printed earthen-ware imported under aduty of 40 per 
cent. : 
To Burgess & Goddard, Dr. 
To invoice, £112 11s, at $4.86 exchange 


Charges. 
ic innnntnitiniddbemesininemnneeteninnamatiieett 
Dock and town GueS........cssscse00- 
OT (eee 
Forwarding commission... 
Certified invoice 






At $41.86 exchange cis cnendnineamansaainn 
Duty on $582 at 40 per OE Spc 

Custom-house entry and fees. . 
Marine insurance on $680 at 1 per ‘cent... 
Interest, 30 days, at 6 per cent. 


——— 3315 36 


Or equal to 57.65 per cent. on cost of goods at factory. 


Oost of goods on dock at Boston 862 36 


New York, December 20, 1882. 


Cost of twelve packages printed earthen-ware ifimported under a duty of 65 per 
cont, : 


To Burgess & Goddard, Dr. 


To invoice, £112 Ils., at $4.86 exchange........... $67 0 


De RRR RD... ..cominnnnnvintinmnnmtnntlainimbetanmadinammetn 
Dock and town dues 
Billsof lading........... ....... 
Forwarding commission... 
CO SII ccnictinnstiiesinensiniiannnitanias diinisictatiei 
I reight on 748 feet at 9 and 10 per cent. per ton 






At $4.86 exchange... 
Duty on $582 at 65 per cent 
Custom-house entry and fees... 
Marine insurance on $680 at 1 per cent... 
Interest, 30 days, at 6 per cent 


Or equal to 54.25 per cent. on cost of goods at factory. 


Cost of geods on dock at Boston . 1,007 86 


RECORD—HOUSE. 


Invoice of earthen-ware shipped at Liverpool by Goddard & Burgess, o Longt 
ordshire, on board the steamship Victoria, Captain , for Bite! ——, 
= ‘eee to , for account and risk of Messrs. Burgess & Goddard, of New 
or 








Loneton, November 12, 1882. 
Claims must be duly certified and presented within six months from date for 
transmission to the manufacturer. 




















{[Mark D., B& co. >. Terms: B. L., dated , 18—.) 
PRINTED WARK—IVORY BODY. 
Hhd., 48: £a.d.is.d 
5 toilet sets, 9s, Ll pees., Feh. & Glad., No. 3006 Indian, at 
i iasnisss eresien ew insiietrsdgipicaimitchien one celeron aeiesieheiniepiiaaiuibeinn aeapidateidibanions 212 6 
5 toilet sets, 9s, 11 pees., Fch. & Glad., No. 3005, Vintage, at 
Sls “Hii isscisttateenskenfanehvetvataisadisdaeinFeretbnbtmsialcldnereibieatiaatarennientttaialadsiedaiaiais daceaiainaasatetn 212 6 
5 toilet sets, 9s, 11 poes., Feh. & Glad., No. 3017, Oriental, at 
IIE, IIIT ih she sibecnennusiaidianentdsditeeinnpshinnainnen aaemnidinelidladiadintpmianetisaaaasmaaiaraiiahis 212 6 
5 toilet sets, 9s, i pe es., Foch. & Glad., No. 3021, Pomp., at 
SEA, ileiinenadneneenininvereetaneummeunnnenncmnereanstammpepettaiaeeataneuhiadiiats 213 6 
8 toilet sets, 9, 11 pces., Fch. & Glad., No. 3015, Roses, at 
EA Wii nstidscaspenihicniidesh atten peinndintalin duinaihncoumieiiieenninuetneciniadaeiaain lll 6 
| 2 toilet sets, 9, 11 pom s., Feh. & Glad., No. 3012, Aquatic, at 
10s, Gd..... ; eras hanpdabiineelichadiamninandbbininsningninthaianensnbeneitneis | ke tas oa 
132 6 
} Ihd., 4 
Til ciitinststhitinititindiien Gndicicimapasbaiateinddia winichieilalnsinmtiiahs sapdvatisind bitthaabakienmtedbaintehonne 132 6 
Crates, 58: 
6 toilet sets, 9s., 11 pees., Fch. & Glad., 3 cuve, 2 peacock, 1 
Bea) eT WP Hina chacidtursnainicierasniediantabiiattinditecintaiietaeaiabees 116 0 
5 toilet sets, 9s, 11 pees., Feh. & Glad., 3 cuve, 1 peacock, 1 
I a aan cil hla at perma aan danaan dla uians 1W 0 
5 toilet sets, 9s, 11 pees., Fch. & Glad., 2 cuve, 1 peacock, 1 
TS Sy ELE ee AT LIE I ee 110 0 
5 toilet sets, 9s, 11 pcees., F ‘ch. & G lad., 2 cuve, 2 peacock, 1 
NN LEAN TCT: SALE AE Tn 110 0 
4 toilet sets, 9s, 11 pees., Fch. & Glad., 2 cuve, 1 peacock, 1 
ES REST ee ee eee oe ee 
5 toilet seis, 9s, 11 pees., Feh. & Glad., 2 cuve, 2 peacock, 1 
Bg III In uc vinrrasiisieneestinsinteiinbensaaementinemmtanensatinnuitpees 110 0 900 
Crate, 59-65 : 
Fe eR iviteicseninnntievcditvetinictnnn 63 0 ¢ 
Crate, 66: 
6 toilet sets, 9s, 11 pees., Feh. & Glad., 3 cuve, 2 peacock, 1 
iad, RII TID c.nis ieconehoniint seevganmnbniuanenashanctdendonestatiinedin 116 0 
5 toilet sets, 9s, 11 pees., Fch. & Glad., 3 cuve, 1 peacock, 1 
EE | RE ENN ee 110 0 
5 toilet sets, 9s, 11 pees., Fch. & Glad., 2 cuve, 1 peacock, 2 
I II TINTED... uiictcenasuncckabessnadens pbibiebinntectbedoemnniebeeticnoet 110 0 
5 toilet sets, 98, 11 pees., Fch. & Glad., 2 cuve, 2 peacock, 1 
SF EE ELE TOL ee 110 0 
4 toilet sets, 9s, 11 pees., Fch. & Glad., 2 cuve, 1 peacock, 1 
I ITI: TD Sin nitcnenninienen cegyidnnbenebinetbnieightarenteevaeunnss 140 
5 toilet sets, 9s, 11 pees., Fch. & Glad., 2 cuve, 2 peacock, 1 
keds Sees ONE i icxedeencascasencahinctionsentietbibses sou vernsanabeneseantsenes 110 0 
3 slop-iars, cuve, 1 Oriental, 1 Pomp., 1 Indian, at 5s. 1b 0 
2 slop-jars, peacock, 1 Pomp., 1 Vintage, at 5s........... 10 0 
BR SIGIR, TSUN GID Bi iecnccevcecsecscisivesosseevsoveveconcewenesonevéen 5 0 
1010 0 
Crate, 67: 
PE ccicsreeiscsess ace bdesienlamaeahp ad elagtaadiaai Vania eileen ident Cede ibeoen tens widitecainnlelidlinid 1010 0 
119 5 0 
I, TT iss sctiptnovinnscnensennsnsesnnsnduenassinatanhienexhcsvesa apnespubtcagenbeeees 1118 6 
’ 107 6 6 
Two strong oak hhds., 19s.; 10 strong cre, crates, Hs, 6d.......0....0 0.0.0... I 3 0 
118 9 6 
I Oe CR aiivecss cecciticsicccctptsinedvegeesiniceaenniens 518 6 
112 11 0 


New York, January 4, 1882. 
Dear SiR: This letter will introduce to you W. R. Wright, e8q., President of 
“The Association of Dealers in Pottery in the United States.”’ 
Mr. Wright is anxious toexplain to you in person the effect which the proposed 
increase on duties would have onthe general business of the importersand dea! 
ers in earthen-ware. Commending him to your favorable consideration, 


We remain, 
EARLY & LANE 
Hon. ABRAHAM S. Hewrrtt, M. C., 
‘ashington, D. C. 


Cost of FE. 5l- 
£148 3s. 6d...... 
Protection : 





on 


721 


70, 2 packages printed ware in Staffordshire, 1 





II, Ci Bash casus tcetondiisnanterinsiphabtntnenuaditamineitictynigveinceinenece $82 73 
Inland carriage and Liverpool charges, £8 13s. 6d 42 21 
Commul’S GSrteBonte, BGS...........:00000s0ssccccccseeserecececeses 3 oO 
Ocean freight, £19 15s. 8d.. 96 27 
Marine insurance.. me 6 37 
Interest, 30 days, SRE pa 45 
235 48 
| Duty, 40 per cent. on $867 (C. H. value)......................0ccce ence SAG 80 
Total present protection, 81 per CeNnt.............ccccceeeseeeceseeeeeteeneeeeese 582 28 
Cost now on the dock in New York . . 1,308 7 


Calculated on above invoice eccerding: to the tariff bill r now 7 bahees ri Sommitte e 
of Ways and Means: 





Cost of the goods in Staffordshire, ae Se ahateneieaiiiadiehamennenseiinaianan $721 09 
Geographical protection.....................0s000+ .. $235 48 
EEE REE iieienesal 563 
| Total proposed protection, 111 per Cent................ccccccccecceeeeeneeneeeneee 799 03 
| Cost (then) on the dock in New York.. . 1,520 12 


The above calculations are enshusive of custemn house: expenses end loss by 
breakage between Staffordshi 
New York, January 3, 1883. 


ire, England, and New York. 











1883. 





BLeak Him. Works, 
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28, IRWELL CHAMBERS, Wrest 















Burslem, Staffordshire, July 5, 1882 Liverpool, July 14, 1882 
Mr. S. Quincy, New York, bought of F. I. Emery, potter. Samuel Quiney, esq., New York, to John Edwards & Co., Dr. 
No goods to be returned witiiout instructions. Empty packages are not al- . . . , , , 
jowed for, but will remain atthe risk of the sender and be packed subject to Shipping charge )pa ws and samples carthen-ware per Wi Sti for New 
eharges. Errors or faults must be reported without delay. } 
Marked E. R.61-70; forwarded perS. N. Co, to Ellesmere port to order of J. Ed- Canalage on s i 
wards & Co., for shipme nt to New York. lpkge A.W. & Ce s'ples "9 
| 20 p’kges F. R., 51-70 4 
C. Brown Cyprus 2%) p’kges and sp'les 
Charges ~ & 
» 8 ¢ tL s ee R 
4 dozen twifflers, Is, 6d 6 0 — and mat - Ma i =p se 1 & 
3 dozen Soups, 8, Is. Gd .......cccccccseeccssessesencens 46 BR sill o fl. ino a ee ae 
10 dozen Muffins, 7, 15. 4d ............csecsescsesesenseenes 13 4 oe tome: ae “ee 
8 dozen mufiins, 6, Is. 1d. ...................cecseees 8 8 Fnenranse Gh £—~ and stamp at ~ a 
3 dozen muflins, 5, Ls... oasinuniie 3.0 c fee ro 0 
6 dozen fruit-saucers, (1 2). od... 46 OMmmISsioOn : 1 w 
6 dozen Ind. butters, (12), 9d. i 4¢6 
10 dozen London teas, Bute, 2s. 6d 15 0 “ss 
4 dozen breakfasts, 4s. 6cl......... us ‘ Is 0 , 
4 4 4 2) GUION LINE OF MALL STEAMERS—AGENTS IN WILLIA & GUION 
18 dishes,< 9% 10 12 l4 16 > 9 4 Shipped, in good order and well conditioned, by John Edwards & ¢ 1and 
3s. As. 6s. 9s 12s, ) upon the steamship calk d the Wisco 1, now lying in the por fl l 
| 6 6 and bound for New York, via Queer wh, tw Vv pa res ¢ n ind 
12 bakers, « ma ¢ 8 one package samples, being marked Inu Las in the ! 1 t« 
- (3s, 3s. Gd. ) be delivered in the like good order and well-conditioned atthe portot N York 
6 c. dishes, 8, Minton, ld... 5 6 The act of God, the Queen’s enemies. | t} : , 
3 soups compt, Minton, 5s. Ib 9 try of master, or mariners, restraint of princes, rulers, or peoy pt eo 
3 sauce compt, Minton, Is. 3 6 resultin x from Insuliliciency in stren rth of pa f 1 veatin ik ape 
4 boats, Minton, 3d... pitbaiineesecatseiy 1 0 breakage, rust, decay, rain, injury to orsoiling ot pase a 
: I TI SII sccincak baienkscwnecs suesiacciasestcssevesoneses 7 6 caused, or from stowage or contact with, or smell or e1 
6 pickles, 3d .......0+..0:.-.: 1 6 others oods, orfrom any of the following perils (wheth 
6 cov'd muffins and dras., 6 0 | renee, default, orerror in judgment of the master, marine é ri er 
4 comports, Is, 6d............008 6 0 of the crew, or otherwi . honsaoaves excepted, namely, ri ‘ ' 
4 teapots, 8. pes : 2 9 or fire at sea, in craft, or on shore, boilers, steam, or machinery ,« th 
IG BO scepasecsorecencsesecsnonsrccesnccosesocccssaccnsccesescooceess 310 sequences of any damage or injury thereto, howsoever such d a 
6 creams, 3d ........... vawece igs lL 6 may be caused, collision, stranding, or oth r peril of the seas, ris navica 
2 4 4 4 } tion of whatever nature or kind soever and howsoever such collis strand 
18 jugs 46 12 30 36 Pee 9 5 or other p lt be caused, with libert the ev tof the said st ] 
per mhuay su ith ry th 1 n i I 
8s 10s. 6d. J ting back to Liverpool, or into any port, or otherwise being prevented from any 
IS apneic aisadaicecesunsecotertsesineanbonvecsansene 2 0 cause from proceeding in the ordinary course of her voyage, to transship the 
2 ALAS, 18 .......00.0-.0eeeeceesernecrerereerseenenseees 2 0 goods by any other steamer, and with hberty to sail with or without lots, an 
Ps to tow and assist vessels in all situations) unto Samuel Quiney, esq., or toh 
8 8 5; assigns. Freight for the said goods being paid at New York, as per margit 
D CPBVOS GRTIC..... ..0000...000.-.rervee-sencersvcceree 7515 114 | with primage. General average, if any, pa le aceording to York and Ant 
————e= | werp rules. In v ess whereof, the master or agent of the said ship hath af 
" 84 4 4) | firmedtothree billsof ladingall of thistenorand date, the one of which bills being 
Five per cent, discount . 4 4 2) | accomplished the rsto stand void. Freight, if payable in New York, to be 
—————— | paid atthe current rate of exchange for bankers’ bills at sight on the day of the 
- , 80 0 2 | ship’s arrival. . 
Five per cent. discount 400 Weight, contents, measure, quality, brand, and value unknown The goods 
as to be taken from alongside by the consi:rnee immediately the vessel is ready to 
76 0 2 | discharge or otherwise they will be landed by the master and deposited at the 
10 crates straw, &6.,.178 0.00.0... csee cc ceeeeseeneeseeceenee 810 0 } expense of the consignee, and at his risk of fire, loss, or injury on the dock o1 
et |} wharf, or in the warehouse provided for that purpose, or sent to the public store, 
SE SR SRR a em a a ae bas | WwW 2 | asthe collector at the port of New York shall direct, and when deposited in the 
= warehouse to be subject to storage, the pos ‘ctor of the port being hereby author 
BLEAK Hint Worxks iz d to grant a gen ral orde a 1 - scharge immediate ly afler enti ys f the ship, 
Burslem Staffordshire, June 29, 1882 rhe owners of theses Lips wi nov! ecaccountalble toany extentforbu lion, spec ie, 
’ ’ | precious metals, manutactured o1 unmanufactured, plated articles, glass, china, 


Mr. S. Quincy, New York, bought of F. I. Emery, potter. 
No goods to be returned without instructions. Empty packages are not al- 
lowed for, but will remain at the risk of the sender and be packed subject to 
eharges. Errors or faults must be reported without delay. 

Marked FE. R. 51-60; forwarded per S. N. Co. to Ellesmere port to order of J. 
Edwards & Co. for shipment to New York. 


C. Brown Cyprus 




















2a A 
4 dozen twifflers at Is. 6d ........00........ 6 0 
EN DETECT Pe 13 4 
8 dozen muflins, 6, at ls, 1d.. Ssgscksniiieese 8 8 
I I ssc cssenecescnsorens 3 0 
2 dozen soups, 7, at 1s. 4d..............0..cceeeee Fae : 28 
6 dozen soups, 4, at Ild.......... : iadaycioaowas 5 6 
6 dozen Ind. butters (12), at 9d.................ccecesseeseeeesees ; 4 6 
15 dozen London teas, Bute, at 28, 6d ..........cccccccececeeeceeceeeeeces 117 6 
3 dozen break fast teas, Bute, at 4s. 6d..... a 13 6 
( 4 4 2 2 
16 dishes, 9 10 12 M4 16 > 7 lo 
i Ny Ae * Qs, 12s.) 
6 6 ) 
12 bakers, 1 7 8 > a 
3s. 3s. 6d.) 
6 casseroles, 8, at ls. 3d... sat 7 6 
6 c. dishes, 8, Minton, at id. ‘ ees 5 6 
1 soup compt., Minton, at 5s. 3d............ 5 38 
1 sauce compt., Minton, NN Di icurnsindcmensaveieotievisenns 1 3 
1 salad, Minton, a re ey 1 0 
6 pickles, at 3d Tat her + be ER OER I lL 6 
6 teapots, 24, at 8id...............000+ : 4 1} 
Se 5 2 
8 creams, at 3d.. “a 2 0 
12 bowls, 30, at 2d.................... 20 
a nc cndoscssseacedsecornsssoncses 1 6 
4 covered muffins and dras., 5, at ls............ 4 0 
4 6 6 6 ) 
2jugs ~ 6 12 24 36 : 13 5) 
Rs. 9s. 9s. 6d. 10s, 6d. ‘ 
I eo. cssceviininksaibie 1 0 
_ 71911 
9 crates same 7119 3 
79 19 2 
Five per cent. discount 3191 1 
7519 
Five per cent. discount oo... oo... ocececeecvececeneeees 3111 
723 4 
10 crates and straw, &c., at 17s 810 0 
8013 4 





jewelry, articles used for jewelry, precious stones, trinkets, watches, clocks 
| timepieces, mosaics bills, bank notes of any country, orders, notes, or securities, 
for payment of money, stamps, maps, letters, writings, title deeds, paintings, en 
gravings, pictures, statuary, silks, furs, lace or cashmere, manufactured or un 


manufactured, mad up into clothes or otherwise, contained in any package o1 





| parcel, whatever may be the value of such articles, nor for any other goods of 
whatever description above the value of £100 per package, unless the value be 
| herein expressed, and extra freight as may be agreed on be paid 
| The United States Treasury having given permission for goods to remain forty 
| eight hours on wharf in New York, any goods so left by consignee will lie at his 
| risk of fire, loss, or injury 
In accepting this bill of lading, the sh P rs r or other agent of the owner of the 


prope rty carried expressly acce pts and agrees to all its stipulations, ¢ xception 
and conditions, whether written or pri nie d 
A. W. & Co., 3samples (free) E. R., 51-70 
Freight on 1,150 feet 11 inches at 12s. 6d. per ton 17 19 8 
Primage 10 per cent 1 16 0 
Total 19 1 ® 
Dated in LIVERPOOL, July 14, 1882 
.. J. MAC... 
Mr. SPRINGER. I move to strike out the last word. I desire to 


| support the amendment to reduce tariff duties on these articles from 
25 per cent. to 20 per cent. ad valorem. We have practically reduced 
the tariff by abolishing commissions and charges on imported articles 
Let us see how much relief has been granted to the consumers of this 

| country by that. According to the statement of imports of merchan 

| dise contained in the Treasury tables, there were only $36,000 worth 
of articles imported under this heading, and the duties amounted only 
to $9,000. There could not, then, have been a very heavy burden taken 
from the people by taking off the charges and commissions in the cus- 
tom-house on so insignificant an item. 


Mr. TOWNSEND, of Ohio. Would it not be very heavy to take it 
all otf? 
| Mr. ROBINSON, of Massachusetts. Would it not be as heavy 2s to 
reduce it 5 per cent., a8 you propose ? 
Mr. SPRINGER. The whole amount of earthen-ware manufactured 


| in this country, if gentlemen will observe the 
in value $7,942,729. Now, the whole amount of wages paid to labore: 
in this industry was $3,279,000. The number of laborers employed in 
this industry was 9,994, including womenand youths. Therefore it will 
be seen that the wages of labor employed in this industry amounted to 
S5A5 a year. 
Here is an industry protected to prohibition of the foreign product 


last census bulletin, was 
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almost, and in this greatly protected industry the manufacturers pay 
wages of less than $1 a day. That is the information we have in the 
census bulletin. The gentleman from New Jersey shakes his head. 
When he gave his return and when the others engaged in this manu- 
facture gave their returns they gave the figures I have stated. 

The CHAIRMAN. The gentleman’s time has expired. 

Mr. SPRINGER. I withdraw my pro forma amendment. 

The question recurred on the motion of Mr. Cox, of New York. 

Mr. COX, of New York. I demand a division. 

Mr. WILSON. I wish to be heard; but if it has been decided in the 
negative, I do not care to detain the House. 

Mr. ROBESON. It has been decided in the negative. 

The committee divided; and there were—ayes 39, noes 75. 

Mr. COX, of New York. No quorum has voted, and I ask for tellers. 

Tellers were ordered; and Mr. Cox, of New York, and Mr. Ropgeson 
were appointed. 

The committee again divided; and the tellers reported there were— 
ayes 57, noes 72. 

Mr. COX, of New York. 
voted, 

So the amendment was rejected. 

Mr. SPRINGER. I move to strike out ‘‘twenty-live’’ and insert 
‘*twenty-two;’? and I make that amendment, Mr. Chairman, for the 
purpose of calling the attention of the committee to the fact that the 
other itemsinthisschedule in regard tostone and earthenware have been 
increased as tothe rates over those of the present year from 50 per cent. 
ad valorem to 65 per cent. ad valorem and from 45 percent. ad valorem 
to 55 per cent. ad valorem. The increase proposed by this bill it is esti- 
mated by experts of the Treasury Department will produce an increase 
of revenue to the Treasury, as for instance on the next item in the bill 
the duty collected at 50 per cent. amounted to $1,037,000, and the ex- 
perts of the Treasury estimated at the rate of 65 per cent. the revenue 
will be increased to $1,347,000. This illustrates very forcibly the de- 
lusive character of the reductions proposed by this bill. Here is a 
proposition where the Treasury Department assumes an increase of reve- 
nue because the rate has been increased, when everybody knows there 
will be a decrease of revenue and an increase of burdens upon the people. 

Was there any such demand went up from the people of this coun- 
try at the last November election? Has any organization, protected or 
otherwise, demanded an increase of the burdens upon the American peo- 
ple and a decrease of the revenues for that purpose? The demand was 
for a decrease in the burdens of taxation; but this proposition is an ef- 
fort to inerease the burden on the American people, while it decreases 
absolutely the amount of revenue to be derived trom it for the support 
of the Government. 

Mr. WILSON. Let me ask the gentleman a question. 

Mr. SPRINGER. ‘The gentleman will have five minutes of his own. 
I must decline to be interrupted. 

During the last census year the products of stone and earthen ware 
factories in this country, according to the tabulated reports from the Cen- 
sus Bureau, amounted to $7,900,000, orin round numbers say $8,000,000. 
If the increase of duties upon these articles is intended to increase the 
value of the product or the price of the product to the consumer in 
order to still further favor the manufacturers of this country, to enable 
them to compete successfully with the manufacturers of the Old World, 
they increase the rate of duty by this item to such an extent as to im- 
pose an additional burden upon the people amounting to $4,000,000 a 
year, ‘This is a response to the demands of the people that there shall 
be a reduction of the heavy rates of duty which now oppress them! In 


I withdraw the point that no quorum has 


this way, in place of acceding to their demand, under a pretended re- | 


duction you absolutely increase their burdens $4,000,000 upon this item 
alone, while the loss of revenue to the Government will amount to 
several hundred thousand dollars 

I want to know, Mr. Chairman, what justification there is in the 
present condition of things, what justitication there is in the condition 
of the industries of this country anywhere, that demands this large in- 
crease upon the burdens of the people. Gentlemen assume or seem to 
assume that the more the people are taxed the richer they become; ac- 
cording to the theory which they seem to advocate upon this floor, the 
larger the bounty you give to the manufacturer and the larger burdens 
you thereby impose upon the laboring and producing elements of the 
country the greater benefit you confer upor the people. If that be 
the ease, if there be any truth or statesmanship or wisdom in such a 
policy, then levy your taxes with unstinted hand, for the more the 
people are taxed the richer they will get. 

Mr. Chairman, I say this is a vicious theory. It is one that would 
bring diseredit upon any man’s intelligence to attempt on this floor 
to sustain it for one moment. 

Mr. HOLMAN addressed the Chair. 

The CHAIRMAN. Does the gentleman from Indiana desire to be 
heard in opposition to the amendment? 

Mr. HOLMAN. I believe the subject is still open to debate. 

The CHAIRMAN. Debate is not in order except in opposition. 

Mr. HOLMAN. I rose for the purpose of moving an amendment to 
the pending paragraph by striking out the words “earthen, stone, and 
crockery ware."’ 


The CHAIRMAN. The Chair will state to the gentleman from In- 
diana that these are contained in the clause succeeding the one now 
under consideration. We have not reached the clause to which the 
gentleman referred. 

Mr. HOLMAN. I had before me at the time the classification of the 
Treasury Department, and was under the impression that that para- 
graph had been reached. , 

The CHAIRMAN. It has not yet been reached. The lines now un- 
der consideration are 497, 498, and 499. 

Mr. HOLMAN. Ithought the amendment submitted by the gentle 
man from New York [Mr. Cox] had reference to this paragraph. 

The CHAIRMAN. That has been voted upon, and voted down. 

The question now is upon the amendment of the gentleman from ILli 
nois, to strike out ‘‘25,’’ in line 498, and insert ‘‘ 22.” 

The amendment was notagreed to. 

The Clerk read as follows: 

China, porcelain, parian, bisque, earthen, stone, and crockery ware, includ 
ing plaques, ornaments, charms, vases, and statuettes, painted, printed, and 
gilded, or otherwise decorated or ornamented in any manner, 65 per cent. ad 
valorem. 

Mr. CARLISLE. I move to amend this paragraph by striking out 
the words ‘‘ earthen, stone, and crockery.’’ And I will, with the per- 
mission of the committee, make a brief statement in support of the 
amendment. 

Mr. BERRY. You do not wish to strike out the word “ ware?’’ 

Mr. CARLISLE. No; the amendment is to strike out the words 
‘fearthen, stone, and crockery.” 

Mr. Chairman, the present rate of duty upon these articles when 
printed or painted is 40 per cent. ad valorem, and in addition to the 
duty upon the value of the article itself there is under the law the same 
duty of 40 per cent. ad valorem on the commissions, cost of packages, 
and the charges for transportation from the place of purchase to the 
port of shipment ia the foreign country. This bill proposes to reyeal 
the duties on the packages, commissions, and charges; but of course it 
can not repeal or abolish the commissions, cost of the packages, or the 
charges themselves, because the purchaser of the goods in the foreign 
country must still pay these charges in addition to the cost of the 
article. So far, however, asit repeals the duty upon commissions, charges, 
&c., it makes a reduction on the duty as it stands under the existing 
law. But the Tariff Commission reported that this common earthen 
ware, some specimens of which I exhibited to the House last Saturday, 
if gentlemen will remember, should be subject toa duty of 5b per cent. 
ad valorem; that is to say, the Tariff Commission included that class 
of ware in the class now beginning on line 508, which will be admitted 
at that rate. 

The Committee on Ways and Means struck out this classification 
from that clause and inserted it in the clause just read, thereby increas- 
ing the proposed rate of duty from 40 per cent., the present statute 
rate, to 65 per cent., as it appears now on the face of this proposition 
On last Saturday I exhibited two or three specimens of this ware, and 
if gentlemen gave the matter any attention they noticed that it is the 
cheapest and most common class of goods, used by the poorer classes of 
the people, the laborers and working people of the country, and yet it 
is proposed by this bill to put it in identically the same classification 
and subject it tothe same rate of duty as the very finest china, parian, 
and porcelain ware, 65 per cent. ad valorem, a very much larger rate of 
duty upon this article than is imposed by the bill upon the finest grades 
of silk or upon champagnes or the most costly wines and liquors. The 
gentleman from New Jersey [Mr. BREWER], who is himself a manu- 
facturer of pottery, rose in his place when | exhibited these specimens 
on Saturday and stated that such goods were not used in this country 
and had not been for twenty years past; and I was then followed by the 
gentleman from Kansas [Mr. HASKELL], who made thesame statement. 
Now, I ask these gentlemen when they go to their homes this afternoon 
to stop in at some store engaged in the sale of these articles on the 
Avenue, and they will find this identical class of goods there exposed 
for sale along with other more costly manufactures. And I am in- 
formed this morning by a gentleman from Cincinnati, well known by 
reputation at least to the gentleman from Ohio [Mr. MCKINLEY], and 
by another gentleman from Boston, whose names I can give if required, 
that this article is kept for sale in all the crockery and pottery stores 
in the country, and that it is in common use among our people. 

But if it is not used here, I ask the gentlemen why they desire to 
make this enormous merease in the rates of duty upon it, an increase 
amounting to over 30 per cent? Why take it out of the classification to 
which it properly belongs, and where the Tariff Commission placed it, 
and insert it here among the very finest and most costly class of china, 
parian, and porcelain ware ? 

Mr. Chairman, not only does this clause propose tomake an enormous 
increase on this common ware, but it proposes to increase the duties on 
the china-ware embraced in it from 50 per cent. to 65 per cent. ad va- 
lorem. If gentlemen will look at the importations during the last fiscal 
year they will find that the duties derived from these articles were over 
a million dollars. 

It is a direct blow at the trade in this ware, the purpose of which is 
to prevent the people from procuring it at low prices from foreign com- 
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panies and to compel them to purchase it here at high prices from the 

domestic manufacturers, and thereby to diminish the revenue received 
by the Governmentand increase the burdens of taxation upon the people. 
“Mr. BUTTERWORTH rose. 


The CHAIRMAN. Doesthe gentleman frem Ohio rise to oppose the | 


| to mark this—the net cost at the pottery of ten crates of common ware 
1, 
h 


amendment? 


Mr. BUTTERWORTH. [rise technically to oppose the amendment, } the duty at 40 per cent., the present rate of duty, and it will amount 


but rather to call the attention of my colleague [Mr. MCKINLEY] and 
alsoof the gentleman from New Jersey [Mr. BREWER] to the item under 
consideration. 

A large number of my constituents are importers of the different wares 
mentioned in the item under consideration. They are in favor of fair 
protection to American industries, but assert that the rate fixed in this 
bill is unnecessary for that purpose. I confess I am not advised in that 
behalf. The testimony is conflicting. I agree that no man knows so 
well as the man engaged in a business whether the protection afforded 
is sufficient to enable him to make a profit in his calling. But these 
gentlemen assert, and one of them is here now and represents a very 
large establishment, and is, I think, dedicated to the services of Amer- 
ican industries, this gentleman asserts that his investigation leads him 
to believe that the rate fixed, as I have suggested, is more than is neces- 
sary to fully, adequately, and justly protect this industry. I have 
handed to my colleague [Mr. MCKINLEY] an invoice furnished to me 
by that gentleman. 

I have little knowledge of these industries, but I want to call the 
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der the 55 per cent. rate of duty proposed by this bill there would be a 
duty collected of $1,210. 

Now let me go to the next invoice which the gentleman gives me 
rhe actual cost of ten crates of common ware—and I want gentlemen 


is $226.57. Add to that the charges which are dutiable, and calculate 


to $128.80. Take the duty proposed by this bill, 55 per cent. upon 
the net cost of the goods at the factory, and it will amount, if I am 
not mistaken, to $122.50. Under the present rate of duty there will 
be paid $128.80; under the proposed rate of duty, $122.50, a clear re 
duction of over $6 under the present law. 

Mr. ANDERSON. Will the gertleman allow me to ask hima ques 
tion? 

Mr. McKINLEY. Certainly 

Mr. ANDERSON. Suppose that the ware imported is of the most 
expensive kind ? 

Mr. McKINLEY. Certainly; I will answer the question of the gen 
tleman. If the ware imported is of the most expensive kind, then the 
duty will be considerably increased by the proposed bill; nobody de 
nies that. The most expensive kind is an article of luxury; and the 


| reason for the increase is because the cost of the erate is just as much 


attention of my colleague [Mr. MCKINLEY] to this invoice and this in- | 


dustry generally, and to ask him, from his knowledge of the industry, 


whence he derives his information as to whether the rate tixed in this 


bill does substantially increase the cost of these various articles. I 
mean those in common use. 

I am aware that, after all, each citizen, in the nature of things, pur- 
chases very little each year of this kind of ware. But whether little 
or much is purchased, in the nature of things it is clear a rate should 
not be fixed above what is necessary to protect our industries. For 
such a rate I shall vote even if it increases the rate in this bill. But 
I should like to hear on that behalf my colleague [Mr. MCKINLEy ], 
to whom I have handed the invoice to which I have referred. 


Mr. McKINLEY. I had hoped it would be unnecessary to say any- | 


) | SON] I will say that it was done for the purpose of simplification. The 
thing upon this schedule, having on last Saturday expressed myself | 


fully not only upon the clause under consideration but upon the one 
which follows. I stated then what I state now that on all the higher 
classes of goods, the goods used by the rich and wealthy classes of so- 
ciety, there was an increase of duty; but that upon the ware used by 
the majority classes, by the poor people, by the great masses of the peo- 
ple of this country, there has been practically no increase, as I shall be 
able to show. 

My colleague [Mr. BUTTERWORTH] hands me two invoices furnished 
to him by an importer, a gentleman living in my own State and in the 
city of Cincinnati, copies of actual invoices of imported goods which he 
received himself. On the first page I find this: 

Actual cost of seventy-one packages of white granite-ware imported on the 
steamship Missouri. 


Added to that under the present law are the dutiable charges, 2} per 
cent. commission, inland freight and transportation and the cost of 
package, making the dutiable total, which at 40 per cent. gives us $1,171 
as the amount of duty collected by the Government under this actual 
invoice—$1, 171.67 that the importer had to pay under existing law at 
40 per cent. 

Now, under the proposed bill of the Committee on Ways and Means 


? 


for the cheap goods as for the exyx nsive goods; the rate of commissions 
is precisely the same upon the cheap goods as the expensive goods, and 
so it is with all the other dutiable charges. 

Mr. ANDERSON. One more question; Iam asking for information 

Mr. MCKINLEY. Very well. 

Mr. ANDERSON. Why did not the committee fix a certain rate, 


| without taking an uncertain factor in the shape of freights, &e.? 


| 


| 


| of England, with the 


we have repealed all dutiable charges; we have repealed the duties on | 


commissions, on inland charges and transportation, on the cost of pack- 
ages, whatever they may be. So thatif you want to ascertain the duty 
that weuld be paid now under the proposed law you want to take the 
actual net cost of the goods in Europe, which is $2,200.02. TVifty-tive 
per cent. is the proposed duty under this invoice given to me by the 
gentleman from Ohio [Mr. Butrerworti]|. The article it covers is 
not in this section, but in the following one; but each section is in re- 


lation with the other. Fifty-five per cent on $2,200.02 is $1,200, as I | 


figure it. That is, under the present law the duty paid by this im- 
porter was $1,171. Under the proposed law he would pay $1,210, $39 
more than under the present rate on seventy-one packages of seven and 
nine meakins, or about 50 cents of an increase on each package 

[Here the hammer fell. } 

Mr. BUTTERWORTH. If I can be recognized I will yield four and 
a half minutesof my five minutes to my colleague. 

The CHAIRMAN. The time for debate upon the pending amend- 
ment has been exhausted. 

Mr. BUTTERWORTH. Then I will move to strike out the last 
word, and yield to my colleague. 

Mr. McKINLEY. I do not ask the suspension of any rule in order 
to give me any extension of time. So far as lam concerned I am ready 
and willing that the vote shall be now taken. 

But in deference to the request of gentlemen around me, I desire now 
to restate my proposition. Under the present law the invoice given to 
me by my colleague [Mr. BUTTERWORTH] yielded $1,171.67 ; and un- 


XIV——126 





Mr. McKINLEY. I do not know that I undérstand the gentleman 
exactly. 

Mr. ANDERSON. Asit is now youclaim a reduction because of the 
repeal of the duties on freights, packages, &e 

Mr. McKINLEY. Yes. 

Mr. ANDERSON. Why did not the Committee on Ways and Means 
propose a schedule of rates so that we should know just what it was? 

Mr. MCKINLEY. Inanswerto my friend from Kansas [ Mr. ANDER 


section of the statute that will be repealed by the proposed bill was 
found to be very diflieult of execution. You had to ascertain not only 
the cost of the goods at the manuiactory, but the cost of transportation, 
charges, and various other items, which you had to add to the actual 
cost of the merchandise. That is the reason for the repeal of that-sec 
tion. It would hardly have done to have made an exception in the 
case of crockery. The gentleman will see the wisdom of that. Wenow 
propose to assess the duty on the actual cost of the merchandise at the 
manufactory, and every man, therefore, will know just what duty he will 
have to pay. 

As I was about saying when interrupted by the gentleman from Kan 
sas, there will be an increase of duty under this bili on painted, printed, 
and decorated ware. We haveasked that that increase be made in the 


| interest of American manufacturers and in the interest of American 
The net cost of the goods, according to this invoice, was $2,200.02. 


workingmen. We can not compete with the well-established potteries 
h their large capitaland expensive plants, with their free 

art schools open to everybody tolearn the art of decoration. Wecan not 
compete with them in that class of ware without this increase of duty 
Mr. BI TTERWORTH I would like my colleague to give a Ino 


ment’s attention to the subject to which I called attention—that is, as 
to the condition of this industry. We are advised that those engaged 
in it are waxing fat under the « ting duty, and that an increase i 
unnecessary 
Mr. MCKINLEY. Iam obliged to my colleague for that question 
| The pottery manufacturers in the United States to-day a king no 
| money, and they have made no money for the past twelve months. I 
am informed of these facts by the potters themselves, who make these 


statements with genuine candor and frankne Fifteen potteries have 


been closed up within the last two years because of t! tarp and ruin 
ous competition of foreign potte 
And I say here to-day, Mr. Chairman, that unless the relief can be 
given which is proposed in this bill many of the best potteries in the 
United States will be compelled to suspend operations, andthe Ameri 
can consumer will be at the mercy of the foreign manufactur 
The case presented by this industry trongand unanswerable. Prae 
tically everything which enters into pottery is dutiable. Clay, kaolin, 
feldspar, carbonate of lead, Paris white, and only yesterday we took 
from the free-list by a vote of the committ horacic acid, another es 
sential element in this industry, and n dutiable at 3 cents pet 
|; pound. They only ask what the ccord to other interests in this coun 
try. This interest is not linits el eter. The materials come from 
Maine, Massachusetts, Connecticut, > York, New Jersey, Pennsy] 
vania, Maryland, North and South Carolina, Virginia, Georgia, Ala 


bama, Missouri, Tenn Ohio, Kansas, and Texas 
Labor is paid inore here than in England, and labor in our potteries is 
not dequately | tid, not so much as in other branches of skilled labor 


very consideration, therefore, appeals to you to maintain the duty pro- 
m™ lL bv the Wavs and Means Coumittes 
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The CHAIRMAN. The time of the gentleman has expired. 

Mr. RAY. Mr. Chairman 

Mr. CHACE. Before the gentleman from Ohio [Mr. McKInLey] 
takes his seat I would like to ask him a question. 

The CHAIRMAN. ‘The time of the gentleman has expired, and the 
Chair has recognized the gentleman from New Hampshire [Mr. Ray]. 

Mr. RAY. I would like to have the amendment of the gentleman 
from Kentucky [Mr. CARLISLE] read; I did not hear it distinctly. 

The amendment was read, as follows: 

In line 500 strike out the words “earthen, stone, and crockery.” 

Mr. RAY. Mr. Chairman, I favorthe amendment proposed by the 
honorable gentleman from Kentucky [Mr. CARLISLE]. Indeed I had 
already prepared and designed to offer precisely the same amendment. 
While I believe in the principle of protecting our home industries to a 
reasonable extent, there is a limit beyond which I think itis unwise to 
go. In order to understand the situation exactly we should bear in 
mind the present duties on crockery, which have been in force since 1864, 
and which are as follows: First, gildcd, ornamented, or decorated china, 
porcelain, and parian ware, 50 percentad valorem; second, plain white 
china, porcelain, and parian-ware, 45 percent.; third, all other earthen, 
stone, or crockery ware, not otherwise provided for, 40 per cent. (Re- 
vised Statutes, page 464, Schedule B.) 

The Tariff Commission, having heard the parties interested in this 
question, and notably the manufacturers of earthern-ware, recom- 
mended a substantial increase of these duties and likewise a change to 
some extent in the statutory classifications. The rates reported by the 
Tariff Commission (Report, 52, 53) are as follows: 

1. China, porcelain, parian, and bisque ware, including plaques, orna- 
ments, charms, vases, and statuettes, painted, printed, and gilded, or other- 
wise decorated or ornamented in any manner, 65 per cent. ad valorem. 

2. Plain white china, porcelain, parian, and bisque ware, not orna- 
mented or decorated in any manner, 60 per cent. 

3. All other earthern, stone, and crockery ware, &c., not specially 
enumerated or provided for, 55 per cent. 

But the majority of the Committee on Ways and Means, not satisfied 
either with the duties prescribed by law and in force for nearly twenty 
years or with the substantial increase recommended by the Tariff Com- 
mission, have made a classification differing from that contained in the 
Revised Statutes and in the report of the commission, as follows: 

1. China, porcelain, parian, bisque, carthen, stone, and crockery ware, 
including plaques, ornaments, charms, vases, and statuettes, painted, 
printed, and gilded, or otherwise decorated or ornamented in any man- 
ner, 65 per cent. ad valorem. 

2. Plain white china, porcelain, parian, and bisque ware, not orna- 
mented or decorated in any manner, 55 per cent. 

3. All other earthen, stone, and crockery ware, &c., not specialiy enu- 
merated or provided for in this act, 55 per cent. 

The Revised Statutes make three grades of crockery, namely: white 
stone, printed or painted earthen-ware, 40 per cent.; white china and 
parian, 45 per cent. ; decorated china and parian, 50 per cent. ad valorem. 
The Tariff Commission adopted the same grades, but recommended an 
increase of 15 per cent. in the duties upon each class, to wit, white 
stone, printed or painted earthen-ware, 50 per cent.; white china and 
parian, 60 per cent. ; decorated china and parian, 65 per cent., while the 
bill reported by the Ways and Means Committee reduces the classifi- 
cation to fo grades, making the cheap grade of printed or painted 
earthen-ware subject to the same duty as the more expensive decorated 
china and parian, to wit, 65 per cent.; and the white china and parian, 
with the white stone earthen-ware, 55 per cent. 

I support this amendment because the effect of it if adopted will be 
to leave the duty on painted or printed earthen, stone, and crockery 
ware just where it was fixed by the Tariff Commission. These kinds 
of crockery are largely used all over the country, and are such as poor 
people, as well as peopleof moderate means, commonly buy in prefer- 
ence to any other. lam told that the women are interested in this 
matter, and that theirtaste and fancy induce the selection of the painted 
or printed earthen-ware in most cases over the plain white ware. As 
I have already said, let us fix the duty on this cheap class of goods pre- 
cisely as the Tariff Commission did;20 more, no less. This will bethe 
effect of adopting Mr. CARLISLE’s amendment. The commission has 
proposed an increase of duty amounting to 15 per cent. If it be true, 
asa matter of fact, that the cost of packing and transportation to the 
port of shipment amounts to 10 per cent. of the value of such goods, 
as has been suggested by the honorable chairman of the Ways and Means 
Xommittee [Mr. KELLEY], there is still leftanet increase of 5 per cent. ; 
in other words, an addition of one-eighth to the present rate of duty. 
It will leave a net duty of 45 per cent. on this kind of crockery, more 
than 6 per cent. above the average rate imposed by the bill before the 
House. 

I do not object to a duty of 65 per cent. or of 55 per cent. net on 
china, porcelain, parian, or other costly wares. But gentlemen can 
not fail to see that the object of the large increase of duty proposed by 
the committee on cheap printed earthen and stone ware, such as may 
be found for sale at the present time in almost any city or country store, 
is to prevent the importation of such ware into the United States. 

I have computed the estimated amount of duties that would be col- 
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lected under the two paragraphs, beginning with line 500 and ending 
with line 507 of this bill, and find that according to the statistics given 
and estimates made on page 10 of the table showing articles, amounts, 
and rates of duty under existing law and those reported in this bill th, 
increase of duty proposed by the Committee on Ways and Means would 
amount to $977,091.81, or nearly a million dollars. The increased dy 
ties on the cheap printed or painted ware are estimated at $665,735.62 
Now, while I am in favor of the principle of protection, asa general raul: 
it seems to me that the rates recommended by the commission, whic) 
heard and considered all the evidence of these crockery manuiacturers, 
are ample and sufficient and will give them protection enough. I) 
our anxiety to protect producers we ought not wholly to forget co) 

sumers. 

I have been hoping somebody else on this side of the House would 
join with my friend from Kentucky [Mr. CARLISLE] and raise his 
voice in behalf of those who are obliged to buy crockery. It has been 
suggested that the increased rate of duty was only 30 per cent. Th 
increase is over 30 per cent. in value, while the increase of duty on the 
cheaper kind is over 50 per cent. I object to the increase proposed by 
the committee. We ought to have a substantial reduction of dutics 
somewhere before we reach the end of this bill. While I am not sur 
that the present rates on crockery ought to have been changed at all, 
I am quite clear we ought not to go beyond the rates proposed by the 
Tariff Commission. 

Mr. BAYNE. Where does the supply now come from? 

Mr. RAY. I do not care where this printed ware comes from if it 
can only be bought cheap. 

Mr. BAYNE. Is it not a home production ? 

Mr. RAY. . No, sir. This kind isnot manufactured here to any great 
extent, as I am advised. Some gentleman on the floor interested in 
the manufacture of earthen-ware has suggested that it is not manufact 
ured in this country. I donot know whether it is or not. 

Mr. BAYNE. They do manufacture it. 

Mr. RAY. Very well; then I submit that 45 per cent. net duty 
excluding from the account the cost of packing and transportation, is 
high enough. A man engaged in the crockery business who manu 
factures this kind of ware and has the advantage to start with of $45 on 
a hundred dollars’ worth over the importer, ought to be satisfied. I pro 
test against excluding this low-priced imported ware from our market, 
and compelling our people to pay one-third more than present pric« 
for what they are obliged to buy. Every family uses crockery. It is 
constantly being broken. People have to purchase it frequently. Why 
add so much to their expenses? Why not be satisfied with the rat: 
proposed by the Tariff Commission? I am in favor of that rate and 
hope it will be adopted by the House in accordance with the amend 
ment of the gentleman from Kentucky. 

The CHAIRMAN. Debate is exhaused. If there be no objectio: 
the pro forma amendment will be regarded as withdrawn. 

There was no objection. 

Mr. MORRISON. I move to amend formally that I may say a word 
The Tariff Commission in its classification of these articles proposed 
duty of 55 percent. By the action of the Ways and Means Committe: 
this rate is increased from 55 to 65 per cent. This rate of duty is to bi 
paid on the cost price of the goods in the foreign country from Which 
they are exported to this. 

The gentleman from Ohio [Mr. McKINLEY], and may be other gen- 
tlemen, says that notwithstanding this is an apparent increase it is offset 
by the repeal of the law which makes the cost of transportation from 
the place of production, growth, or manufacture to the seaboard and the 
cost of commissions a part of the dutiable value, and that the duty re- 
mains about the same. These articles are dutiable under existing law 
at 40 per cent., increased by whatever duty is added for the packages, 
transportation, and commissions. The increase from 40 per cent. to 65 
per cent., or 25 on 40, is 62} per cent. increase. The average duty on 
account of packages, commissions, &c., I have already estimated to 
average 17} per cent. on pottery. 

I believe it is conceded, after inquiry, that 17} per cent is a reason- 
able estimate; on cheaper goods of same bulk and weight it is more, 
but it is less on the more costly article. If, therefore, wesubtract 17, 
per cent., which is repealed, from 62} percent., which is added, westil! 
have an increase of 45 per cent. on this description of earthen-ware, 
which is in common use among the laboring people everywhere. This, 
too, is a large increase over the rate proposed by the commission. 

But, Mr. Chairman, whether we look at this question with a view to 
revenue or to protection, itis notsoimportant to determine what theduty 
is or has been, but what itoughtto be. Even protectionists claim that 
all they require in the way of duty for protection is enough to compen- 
sate for the difference in the cost of labor in this as compared with for- 
eign countries. This bill proposes a duty of 65 per cent. Besides this 
duty of 65 percent. the importer must pay 17} percent. to get his products 
from the place of production to the seaboard—at the place of exporta- 
tion. In other words, 82} per cent. must be paid on the foreign prod- 
uct before it comes into competition with the home-made product. And 
this does not include the cost of carrying over the sea. 

But the gentleman says that on this particular elass of the cheaper 
ware the cost of commissions, charges, and transportation to the sea- 
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board is largely in excess of 17} per cent.; he claims that on this it The qu Mr. Chairman, may naturally be asked ean be 
amounts to 40 per cent., which the importer must pay to get his goods | easily answered, why an increase of duty is required t of 
to the seaboard. If, then, on this estimate, we add 40 per cent. to the | this indust rem tween the price of lab dl 
65 per cent. duty which must be paid when the goods reach this side, | States and England « 1 in this 1 88 is 126 per ¢ : 
we have 105 per cent. In other words, upon the false pretense of pro- | we do not } killed » ©! 1 larger wages t! 
tecting labor, the importer must pay $105 in the form of cost of impor- | bricklayve) pent L other 1 $ In fact 
tation and tariff duties (not counting the cost of crossing the sea) before | cent. of t! ‘ l who 
he can sell $100 worth of goods in competition with the producers in | floor ild ( 
our own market. rable pi tf of ] 

{Here the hammer fell. } In the « | ' { \ 

Mr. ROBESON. Mr. Chairman, here isa proposition which jn 
the issue fairly. Here is a struggling American industry, born in 1360 ) 
on our soil, an industry which employs 10,000 workmen, L which, | Pear ) 
though not specially prosperous t to the capi talist and employer, hassin in tl t t t i 
its establishment reduced the pri ice of the crockery consut Ll by our | ¢ 
people from 40 to 65 per cent.; an industry which in the last tive years | his ¢ 1 
has scarcely been able to live; which only found its establishment fi that 1 
1860 to 1870, under the duty as itnowstands, by reasonof the premium | cost $12,037 
on gold; and which, since gold has come down to par, has been so stra labor in t 
gling and so weakened under the concentrated attacks of the gigantic No co 
capital of foreign earthen-ware producers, aided by the importing inter- | count 
ests of the great cities, that it has been almost beaten down 

The Tariff Commission in its opening sentence on this sul 

An examination of the following tablesin relation to earthen-ware and «l ] \ L 


ware, as furnished by the Census Office, indicates thatt 
not been very prosperous during the last ten years 
The commission then goes on to give its reasons, and a investigat Jeans ‘ 
ing the whole subject of the difference in wages, says that the actual x 
2 difference between the wages of workmen employed upon this kind of | Japor: feed J 
goods in this country and the wages of workmen similarly employed in M ” Chair 
foreign countries, where these goods are produced, is 125 per cent vad 
Mr. RAY. Will the gentleman Jet me ask him a question ? 
r. ROBESON. Yes, sir. Mr J 
Mr. RAY. Does not the gentleman believe that any crockery man ; 
facturer in this country, with one-halfofthat 125 per cent. in his tavor len} es : 
could go to any part of the old country where these goods are manu +4 ; | 
factured and depopulate it? Son , 
% Mr. ROBESON. § Yes, sir; but we do not ask one-half. As the gen hy “ 
tleman from Illinois says, there is a reduction of 17 per cent. by takin lhe , 
off all the duties on freight, packages, and charges. Then with your | jaye } 
55 per cent. we have not one-half of 125 per cent. American skill 
American industry, and American activity can, with an advantag 
50 per cent., beat the foreign manufacturers. But when this industry | 31) Gy, 
is struggling to the point of death, we do not want an extra 5 or 6 per | thew J 
cent. taken off, which will break the back of the camel. But the 1 
ment you take it off you will leave this thing to the mercy of foreign 


: interests, and the price to the poor man goes up to the place where it aa Tf} Yest had 


2 velit s 


at 


Ph LTE Sais, * 


¥ was before American industry entered into the competition =e 
*s {Here the hammer fell. ] gr 
a Mr. MORRISON. I withdraw my pro forma amendment au 
¢ Mr. WILSON. Mr. Chairman, I renew the pro forma amendment. | Phes 
A duty of 50 per cent. is now imposed by law upon foreign painted 
printed, gilded and otherwise decorated china, porcelain, parian, bisqu auinine her crea. Pree ) mente r] 
a earthen, stone, and crockery ware. The bill under consideration pro- | ajq not believe the int 14 ( 1 
poses to increase the duty to 65 per cent. I am opposed to the gent! fenand did not 7 on ' ' ‘ 
man’s amendment to strike out a portion of these articles Phe Tariff | 11 RTT ae ee aes , iid 
Commission, to which this subject was referred, have reported in favor | Vjpoinia [Mr } On? en at t as eee . 
of increasing the duty to 65 per cent. They say: 
The commission's justification for recommending this increase is that the con hut 
dition of this industry is such as to make the increase absolutely ne« iry to its . . . 
maintenance, and we are convinced that without the relief proposed there must on Sani walks 
bea very material reduction—if not an absolute destruction—of t manufact 1 
a of earthen-ware in the United States. in \\ duce 
Thus we have, Mr. Chairman, the recommendation by that com . But I de Mr. ( : { 
4 sion, Which is based upon a careful examination and study of the sub- | subject. Every ti rete tricken hes the 
e ject. They inform Congress that that increase is absolutely necessary to | or elsewhere and says, ‘This is my infant, that en ¢ 
the maintenance of that industry in this country, and that without such | of; take care of mine and I will tal re of 
relief there must be a material reduction, if not an absolute destruction Substitute the word ‘“‘ protections”’ { ind 
of the manufacture of earthen-ware in this country Che Committee | will find a fine comment on this kind of Lextract fror 
on Ways and Means have carefully and anxiously reviewed and approved | the Presi message 
the recommendation of that commission, and I for one am not disposed | to the Clerk to be read 
% ; to disturb it. Mr. SPRINGER. I am glad that! 
It has been stated by the gentleman who preceded me that this indus- | the Presiden 
: try prospered when it had the advantage ot the premium on gold; but Phe Clerk reac lolloy 
0 since that premium has gone down it has become greatly embarrassed Appropriations of this nature, to be « ted ely to | ol tend toa 
y j I undertake to say, to a large extent from personal information and ob- | inereasein numberandin amount. Asthe« estate find that money 
ut servation of the business where it is carried on extensively in my own = ded {. h ee ee ee bo agg ane ge ap a ae hic Bac 
1- ; district, that with the present tariff it can not exist. ccemcatines eet tunnatr ‘they should seck to indemnify ther 
T- Large amounts of capital have been invested in the enterprise, and | selves for such use of the public funds by securing appropriations for similar 
‘is “ those most skilled in the pottery business tell me, and I am sure they | UBPTovements in Ther ntti ae —_ Tl . a aine--9- Pay sina eae pen yo tenl 
ts ; tell me truly, that it can not be kept up unless it has some further re- a « neglect to: observ 't * ‘ titut al linn tatio is f po ed uy on the 
a- lief from tariff duty. law-making power 
d- } It is one of the great industries of the country. From Maine on the Mr. HASKELL. I propose now moving that the committee rise for 
nd 4 north to Georgia on the south, passing ge the great central States | the purpose of limiting debate on this section unless we can have a vot 
to Illinois and Missouri and on to Kansas, the people are interested in | upon it. [Cries of ‘‘ Vote!’ ‘Vote!’ ] 
er it, because they are the producers of the raw seterial which makes up Mr. TUCKER. I desire to be heard. 
Ca- ; these wares, Mr. HASKELi. I move that the committee do now ri 
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Mr. TUCKER. 

Mr. HASKELL. 

Mr. TUCKER. 
{ propose to address myself to the facts of this case, and in the brief time 
that is allowed to me I hope I shall not be interrupted. In 1842, un- 
der the tariffof that year, 35 per cent. was the duty on this article now 
under consideration. That was continued by the tariff of 1846. In 
1857 the duty was reduced to 24 per cent. ad valorem, and in the Mor- 
rill tariff bill of 1861 it was again advanced to 30 per cent. 

Now, sir, this class of articles, gentlemen will see, had a protection 
of 24 per cent. and 30 per cent. when it was in its infancy, and now it 
isks 65 per cent, when it has reached its manhood. 

Mr. MCKINLEY. Will the gentleman permit me to interrupt him 
lor a moment? 

Mr. TUCKER. I should be very glad to yield to the gentleman, but 
have but five minutes. 

Mr. MCKINLEY. I only wanted to say that there was no manu- 
facturing at all under the 30 or 24 per cent. duty of white, granite, or 
decorated ware. 

Mr. TUCKER. We have only this evidence from the Tariff Com- 
mission, that in the pottery and stone-ware business from 1850 to 1860 
there was an actual increase of production amounting to nearly 100 
per cent. 

Mr. McKINLEY. Yes, sir. 

Mr. TUCKER. And under the low tariff there was a little over 100 
per cent. between 1860 and 1870, and there has been only an increase 
of 16 per cent. in this manufacture in the last decade under the present 
high tariff. 

Mr. MCKINLEY. The report of the commission shows that this 
industry commenced after 1860. 

Mr. TUCKER. After Iam done I shall be very glad to hear my 
friend, but I hope he will not insist on occupying the floor during the 
brief time that I have. 

Mr. McKINLEY. I will not interrupt the gentleman again. 

Mr. TUCKER. I have a list which I desire to incorporate in full in 
my remarks of articles which are to be made free or reduced by the 
proposed House bill, articles not changed and articles already free which 
are used in the process of manufacturing and which enter as raw ma- 
terial into this tariff. It is as follows: 


I desired to be heard now. 
Then I withdraw the motion. 


Articles reduced by proposed House bill 7313. 
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China-clay, or kaolin | $ per ton....| $3 per ton....) $3 per ton.... 40 
leldspar...... | 20 per cent...| ae eee 100 
Borax, refined. j 10¢, per Ib...! 3e. per Ib.....| 5e, per Ib.....! 50 
Hair pencils.... ...| 85 percent...| 30 per cent... 30 per cent...| 143 
| | | | 


ARTICLES NOT CHANGED, 


IN OE LT | Sc. per Ib.....| 2c. per Ib.....| 3c. per Mb.....)........000 
Carbonate of soda ...........c...e000 | te. per Ib.....) Je. per Ib.....) de. per Ib.....! 
Sun nennithains Stanesenneneiabnedeinte | 20 percent...) 20 per cent... 20 per cent... 
Cobalt, oxide of..........ccccercocesssee 20 percent..., 20 per cent...| 20 per cent...|... 
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ARTICLES ALREADY FREE AND { 
SO CONTINUED, 
Borax or tineal, erude.............. SL cakidiou’ 
ES SESS ERS: EARS, Ne 
Stilts and spurs ............. peopneveres leoce 
Flint stones and ground flint | 
stones, 
Rolting cloths 
Magnets 





Furthermore, I desire to say that between 1850 and 1860 the profits 
upon this class of manufacture under the low duty was 65 and 75 per 
cent. It fell in 1870 to 40 per cent. and in 1880 to 30 per cent., so that 
under a high tariff the very profits of the manufacturers themselves 
have decreased, while they were higher under the free-trade policy or 
the low tariff. 

Again, you will find that wages are very little changed. In 1860 
they were $330 per annum average; in 1880 they rose to $345; in 1870 
they were $365; and considering the paper currency you will find that 
the wages of labor have not been increased at all in this class of manu- 
facturing, so that the laborer has not been benefited nor has the manu- 
facturing product been increased. And yet we are told by the gen- 
tleman from New Jersey and others that labor is benefited while this 
industry is growing under the fostering care of the Government. 

What I have got to say further on this subject is only in reference to 
the great interests of the consuming classes. Mr. Chairman, I under- 
stand that the purpose expressed by the Tariff Commission and expressed 


| shall be areduction of the burdens upon the people. 
{ move, Mr. Chairman, to strike out the last word. | duction of burdens? 








by some of the members of the Ways and Means Committee is that there 
What kind of re 
Your tabulated statement shows with an increase 
of duty from 40 per cent. to 65 percent. you will increase your revenue 
Gentlemen know it will notincreasetherevenue. It will fall off, because 
the duty becomes prohibitory and stops the flow of revenue into the 
Treasury. But do you thereby diminish the burdens on the people? 
Not at all. What otherwise would go into the pockets of the Govern- 
ment would under this prohibitory duty go into the pockets of the man- 
ufacturers. 

{Here the hammer fell. ] 

Mr. BREWER rose. 

Mr. HASKELL. 

Mr. BREWER. 
motion. 

Mr. HASKELL. I move that the committee rise for the purpose of 
asking the House to limit debate. 

Mr. TUCKER. I appeal to the gentleman from Kansas not to stop 
debate on this 

Mr. HASKELL. Let us close it on this clause. 
clauses relating to the same subject. 

The motion of Mr. HASKELL was agreed to. 

The committee accordingly rose; and the Speaker having resumed the 
chair, Mr. BuRRows, of Michigan, reported that the Committee of the 
Whole House on the state of the Union had had under consideration the 
bill (H. R. 7313) to impose duties upon foreign imports, and for other 
purposes, and had come to no resolution thereon. 


ENROLLED JOINT RESOLUTION. 


Mr. ALDRICH, from the Committee on Enrolled Bills, reported that 
the committee had examined and found duly enrolled a joint resolution 
of the following title; when the Speaker signed the same: 

Joint resolution (8. R. 109) presenting the thanks of Congress to John 
F. Slater, and for other purposes. 


I desire to move that the committee rise. 
I yield to the gentleman from Kansas to make that 


There are othe: 


TARIFF. 


Mr. HASKELL. I move that the House resolveitself into the Com- 
mittee of the Whole House on the state of the Union to resume the con- 
sideration of the tariff bill; and pending that motion I move that all 
debate on the pending paragraph and amendments thereto be limited 
to ten minutes. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair understands the motion to limit debate 
to include lines 500 to 504. 

Mr. HASKELL. Yes, sir. 

Mr. HOLMAN. I move to amend by making the time twenty min- 
utes instead of ten. 

Mr. MORRISON. I trust the gentleman from Kansas will confine 
his motion to the pending amendment, so as to limit debate only on the 
proposition now under consideration. 

Mr. HASKELL. My motion only includes the pending clause. 

Mr. MORRISON. It may be necessary to offer other amendments 
concerning classification. 

Mr. HASKELL. There is nothing in the motion limiting debate to 
prevent such amendments being offered. 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman from Indiana moves to amend the 
proposition of the gentleman from Kansas so as to make the time twenty 
minutes. 

Mr. HASKELL. Say fifteen and I will accept it. 

Mr. SPRINGER. Make this apply tothe pending amendment only 
and there will be no objeetion. 

The question being taken on Mr. HOLMAN’samendment, there were— 
ayes 55, noes 94. 

Mr. MORRISON. 

Mr. HASKELL. 

Mr. SPRINGER. 
pending. 

Mr. McKINLEY. I suggest that twenty minutes be conceded. 

Mr. SPRINGER. We want to confine the proposition to limit de- 
bate to the amendment now pending. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 

Mr. HOLMAN. I hope that by una iimous consent this may be 
arranged. 

Several members called for the regular order. 

Mr. HASKELL. We will agree to twenty minutes. 

The SPEAKER. The yeas and nays have been ordered, and the call 
of the roll must proceed unless by unanimous consent. 

Mr. SPARKS. I demand the regular order. 

The SPEAKER. The regular order is the call of the roll. 

Mr. SPEER. I move to reconsider the vote by which the yeas and 


I call for the yeas and nays. 
Will you accept fifteen minutes? 
Yes; if you will confine it tothe amendment now 


nays have been ordered. 
Mr. MORRISON. And I move to lay that motion on the table. 
The question being taken on the motion of Mr. MoRRISON, the Speaker 
stated that the ‘‘noes’’ seemed to have it. 
Mr. HAMMOND, of Georgia. On that motion I call for the yeas and 


nays. 
Mr. VALENTINE. That is not filibustering! 
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The question being taken on ordering the yeas and nays, there were | house upon this subject, and the custom-house authorities de 


an article of plain earthen-ware, made 
Staffordshire, and made thin (which wi 





ayes 29. 
The SPEAKER. Nota sufficient number. 


manufacture largely oun 

Mr. SPARKS and Mr. SPRINGER called for tellers on the yeas and try), was china-ware , 
nays. Inasmuch as the gentleman from Kentucky has asked for an exam 
Tellers were ordered, 33 members voting therefor—more than one- ple, [desire toshow him the difference betwee ncommon printed ware and 
fifth of a quorum. the better class of printed war I have herea specimen of printed ware 
TheSPEAKER. The gentleman from Georgia, Mr. HAMMOND, and | manufactured in my city, which, in my judgment, can not be excelled 


the gentleman from Kansas, Mr. HASKELL, will take their places as 
tellers. 
Mr. WASHBURN addressed the Chair. 


While I state 


unt of 


on the other side of the water 
| this country no considerable any 
| that if we will 


is been in 
i. l know 
time all of 


that there h: 
vet moantihicture 


take care of this industry in a very short 


The SPEAKER. For what purpose does the gentleman from Minne- 
sota rise? 

Mr. WASHBURN. 
come to. 

Mr. CLARK. I call for the regular order. 

The House divided ; and the tellers reported—ayes 44, noes not counted. 


It seems to me some understanding might be | 


| importuned by them 


| these things can be and will be manutiuetured in this country 


} 


The purpose of the importers in fighting this particular it 
bill (and gentlemen on the other side know how much they 1 


they i 


m in the 

ive been 

is simply to get a low rate of duty placed on these 

printed goods of all classes, tine and coarse, so that they can crowd out 
’ 


plain goods out of the market They are seeking, as [I can show by 


So (the affirmative being more than one-fifth of the last vote) the yeas | extracts from English trade-papers which I have here, if I have time to 


and nays were ordered. 


do so, to change the taste of the people of this country, so that before 
Mr. CARLISLE. It has been suggested on that side that some ar- | we can gather about us the designers, engravers, and transferers of this 
rangement may be made 





ware to enable us to manufacture these goods they will take the market 
completely away from us and drive us out of the 
goods. 


The SPEAKER. Butthe gentleman from Iinois insisted that unan- 
imous consent should not be given. 
Mr. CARLISLE. What I objected to was the proposition 


market for our white 


There are a great many grades of these printed goods. 1 think Tecan 

The SPEAKER. It was not the gentleman from Kentucky who | handle this ware better than the gentleman trom Kentucky did, for 

objected, but the gentleman from Illinois. I noticed that the other day he did not handle it very welully 

Mr. CARLISLE. What was objectionable to me and other gentle- [Laughter.] I have been handling this ware for the past sevents en 
men on this side was the proposition to limit debate on the whole clause, | 


years. 
country. 


My lite has been devoted to building up this industry in tl 
a part of which had never been discussed. 


Mr. McKINLEY. How much time do gentlemen want ? 

Mr. SPRINGER. 
close debate now. 

Mr. CARLISLE 
clause. 

Mr. McKINLEY. Lask that thirty minutes be granted on this clause 
and all amendments thereto. 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman from Ohio [Mr. MCKINLrEy] asks 
unanimous consent that all proceedings upon the motion relating to the 
limitation of time be set aside; and that by order of the House all debate 
on the pending paragraph and amendments thereto be limited to thirty 
minutes. Is there objection? 

Mr. SPARKS. I withdraw any objection which I made. 

The SPEAKER. In the absence of objection it will be considered as 
ordered that all debate upon the pending paragraph and amendments 
thereto be limited to thirty minutes. 

Mr. McKINLEY. Fifteen minutes on each side 

There was no objection, and it was so ordered. 

The question being taken on Mr. HASKELUL’s motion that the House 
resolve itself into Committee of the Whole House on the state of the 
Union, it was agreed to. 

The House accordingly resolved itself into Committee of the Whole 
House on the state of the Union (Mr. Burrows, of Michigan, in the 
ehair) and resumed the consideration of the bill (H. R. 7313) to impose 
duties upon foreign imports, and for other purposes. 

The CHAIRMAN. By order of the House all debate on the pending 

zraph and amendments thereto is limited to thirty minutes. 

Mr. BREWER. Mr. Chairman, I move to strike out the last word. 
While listening to the debate on this floor I have been astonished to find 
how little a man knows about something that he knows nothing about 
{Laughter.] Now, I feel in relation tothis pottery business very much 
like the German who was a manufacturer of sauerkraut. If there was 
anything in the world he understood it was sauerkraut; if there is any- 
thing that I understand ‘it is pottery. And it is one of the infant in- 
dustries of this country which has been so often spoken of here, and 
which was referred to by the gentleman trom Georgia [Mr. HAMMoND] 
a few moments ago. I desire tosay that pottery is my infant and the 
only infant Ihave. [Laughter. } 

The gentleman from Kentucky [Mr. CARLISLE] the other day held 
up twoplates, oneacommon toy plate, partly printed and partly painted, 
and very little in use; the other an old-fashioned painted plate, printed 
with cobalt, blue, and not in use for very many years until lately, and 
practically not now in use. 

What I desired to say at that time was that that class of printed goods 
was placed in this schedule along with decorated ware because you can 
not draw the line between these low grades of printed goods and the 
higher grades of printed goods. Even the goods which he held up, the 
printed plate which he said was used by the common people, is not used 
by the common people; what little is used is bought by well-to-do people. 

Mr. CARLISLE. Does the gentleman say that he can not distinguish 
between the decorated china-ware and the decorated common earthen- 
ware? I can do that myself, and I am not a manufacturer of pottery. 

Mr.BREWER. Thegentlemancannotdoit. I cangive him aspeci- 
men of decorated earthen-ware, and he can not tell whether it is earthen- 
ware or china-ware. That is the reason why we desire to place the two 
in the schedule together. And it isso with plain china-ware and plain 
earthen-ware. There has recently been a decision in the Boston custom- 


On the pending amendment we are willing to | 


I think we should have thirty minutes on this | 


|} and every housewile 


Mr. CARLISLE 

Mr. BREWER 

«Mr. CARLISLE Is that an intant ? 

Mr. BREWER It isanintant 
is an infant industry 


For sevetiteen 


Yes 


years ¢ 


| Lau rhite Y 
Anindustry but seventeen years old 


Mr. HUMPHREY It is not twenty-one years old; and in the eye of 
the law it is an infant 
Mr. BREWER Here is a piece of printed goods, part printed and 


part painted; part hand-made and part printed by t 
Here is a piece of ware similar to that which the gentleman held up the 
other day. It isa much neater pattern, embellished, as it usually is 
with a gold band 

[Here the hammer fell. ] 

The CHAIRMAN. The time 

Mr. KASSON As we are 
sent that the gentleman may 

There was 
granted 

Mr. BREWER. Theg 
not now tell whether 
in relation to this 
protects this very 


rausier trom paper 


of the gentleman has expired 
now getting facts, I ask unanimous con 
have five 


the 


minutes more 


no objection: and additional time was accordingly 


entleman from Kentucky | 


[Mr. CARLI 
this is china-ware or earthen-ware 
tem of printed goods that the 
grade of goods with a higher rate of duty 

now proposed tor its protection by this bill They protect 
cific duty of 10 shillings on the hundred pounds 

There is another reason why it is desirable to protect this particular 
line of goods. It is very easy 


LE] ean 
I want to say 
English Government 

than that 
it by a “ye 


for you all to understand and to know, 
does know, what a dozen of plates and a dozen 
of plain earthen-ware are worth And everybody 
knows, too, that when you put a solitary line on it, gold o1 

band, then no one can tell about the actual cost and value of the 
And ther the foreign manufacturer and 
money on the goods imported into this country. 


of cups and saucers 


color ol 
foods 


is where importer makes his 


Mr. MILLS Will the gentleman be kind enough to inform usof the 
price of these goods in England and the price in the United States? 
Mr. BREWER I can not tell the gentleman that I will sav that 
| goods of this kind manufactured in England are manutietured almost 
wholly tor the American market, such goods as we get; there no 
value on them in the English market I will however, that of the 
class of goods which the English manutieturer sen i¢ United States 
he sends none o1 but little to Australia and South America 
I am informed by a son of one of the English manutieturers that for 
selling to Australia thev have a different list from that by which they 
| sell to this country, and the difference is from 15 to 25 per cent. J 
think every gentleman on this floor will concede that if we did not 
manutacture these articles in this country they would sell from the 
same list here that they adopt for selling to Australia 
Mr. MORSE What is the amount of the sales of the firm in New 
Jersey to which the gentleman’s remarks refer? 
Mr. BREWER The gentleman asks me the amount of the sales of 


the firm I represent We sold last year about $200,000 worthof goods 
I may add, inasmuch as the question h 
profits of this industry, that last year 
the capital invested in my business 
Mr. SPRINGER. 


been raised here 
I did not 


as to the 


make > per cent. upon 


How much did you make in previous year 


Mr. BREWER. I will state to the gentleman that for five or six 
years we have made no money. We are struggling to live I believe 
gentlemen on this floor want to deal fairly with this industr 1 ty 
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lieve that if they thoroughly understood this question they would have 
no difliculty about the matter. The difference in the cost of labor, as 
conceded by the Tariff Commission, which went into this question very 
thoroughly, is 125 per cent. It is more than that in the labor used to 


make these common printed goods, as they are called. They are made | 


abroad by children, boys and girls, who receive 6 shillings a week, while 
we pay four or five dollars a week, a difference of 300 or 400 per cent. 

A Member. What is the total value of the American product ? 

Mr. BREWER. About $5,000,000; and we import about $7,000,000 
worth 

\ Member. Wil keeping upthe duty make the goods any cheaper? 

Mr. BREWER. It will have the same effect in the future as it has 
had in the past. The profits of the English manufacturers will be cut 
down; they will reduce the price of their goods; and the consumers 
will get the advantage of the competition between the foreign and the 
domestic manufacturer. 

Mr. FLOWER. I would like to ask the gentleman a question. 

| Here the hammer fell. ] 

Mr. KASSON. I hope the gentleman from New Jersey may be al- 
lowed to answer questions. 

Mr. FLOWER. LI have been told by a gentleman in this branch of 
business in my district that a set of white crockery-ware of English 
manufacture, such as you use on your breakfast table, sold in 1860 for 
$5 and now sells for $2.50 under the present tariff. Does the gentle- 
man know anything about that? 

Mr. BREWER. 1 will show the gentleman the difference in the 
cost of the ware if IT am allowed one minute longer. 

The CHAIRMAN. Is there objection to allowing the gentleman 
from New Jersey to proceed ? 

Mr. CARLISLE. 1 must object to any extension of time if it comes 
out of the thirty minutes. 

The CHAIRMAN. It must come out of the thirty minutes. 

Mr. BREWER. I hope I may be allowed to answer the question of 
the gentleman from New York [Mr. FLOWER]. 

Several MEMBERS. Answer it. 

Mr. BREWER. I have been asked whether this ware is any cheaper 
to-day on the other side of the water than it was formerly. I wish to 
say that in 1852—and this information I obtain from a New York im- 
porting house which has been in this business for forty vears (Daven- 
port & Brother)—in 1852 a erate of assorted crockery-ware was sold to 
the consumer at $95.30, and a similar crate would sell to-day for $57.80. 
In other words, from 1850 to 1860 these goods were sold 65 per cent. 
higher than they are to-day. I know these figures are correct, becanse 
Mr. Davenport gave them to me himself, and he is well acquainted with 
the faets, having the English and American samples on his tables. Of 


late years he also informs me that he sells English and American ware | 


at the same price, and that he sells more American than English. This 
not only accounts for the truth of the statement made to Mr. FLOWER 
as to the present cheapness of a tea-set, but it speaks volumes for the 
quality of the American product. 

\llusion was made to the fact that raw material had been reduced or 
was proposed to be reduced inthis bill. That argument would be good 
if we used any foreign material, but we do not, with the single excep- 
tion of boracic acid (a very inconsiderable amount), and even for that we 
can substitute California borax. 


Our materials are better than the foreign materials, and with our proc- | 


esses and knowledge of the art as we have it we could not use to advan- 
tage English raw material. Besides, we potters have always taken a 
pride in developing our nation’s material resources. The wisdom of 
this course has made good the old argument that, as in the days of Horace 
Greeley, ‘home competition lessens prices;’’ nor is this all, for the de- 
velopment of our clays and spars and flints has made rich nearly every 
State in the Union from California to Maine. No benefit, then, is af- 


forded us in the raw material placed on the free-list; and boracic acid is | 


not free at Scents perpound. It has beenstated that the revenue will be 
increased in Schedule B under the proposed bill $1,300,000. This is not 
so. 1 have figured, or rather estimated (for that is all any one can do), 
what the increase would be on the different grades of goods (for the De- 
partment does not keep the duties separate upon the various goods), and 
I tind that the increase is not over $400,000. Iam informed that the 
expert of the Treasury agrees with me, upon information recently ob- 
tained 

Mush has been said about taxing the people through this tariff, and 
figures have been made showing how much ‘‘ blood-money has been 
wrung from the toiling millions.’ I have shown that English goods 
have been brought down in price enormously since we began manufact- 
uring inthe United States; that goods were sold over 60 per cent. higher 
heiore the advent of our home potteries. I claim and know that noth- 
ing but American competition has done this, because the cost of pottery- 
ware in England has increased, and itis notdenied byanyone. For one 
year, then, on the consumption of earthen and china ware of the United 
States, $12,000,000, we save 60 per cent., or $7,200,000, an amount 
more than twice as much as the duties collected upon imports. I am 
aware that all the information as to the condition of our industry fur- 
nished by the opposition to Schedule B comes from the importers or 
English manufacturers’ agents and their allies, the jobbers. The motive 
of the former is apparent. Let us look for the motive of the jobber. 
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It is said he is interested as an American citizen alike with the American 
| manufacturer. To show where the jobber’s ‘‘ heart and treasure”’ is I 
| quote from an article recently written by S. W. Davenport, of New 
York, in reply to an article in the New York Commercial Bulletin: 

WHO Is THE INTERESTED PARTY? 

First, let us settle who is the interested sophist, he or I. Our firm have been 
about forty years, without variation, importers and jobbers of earthen-ware. 
As incidental to our mein business, we purchased five years since an interest in 
a Trenton pottery. We are now closing that business, and in no probable con- 
tingency will we ever again be connected with any domestic pottery; so certainly 
my pecuniary interests do not lie in that way, but rather in that of my critic 

‘“MIDDLEMEN”’ AND FOREIGN DEALERS UNITED. 

There are reasons, however, why many of our dealers chime in with these im- 
porters and their foreign allies in decrying and working up a prejudice against 
domestic manufactures, When first our ware was offered to the trade, people 
generally were suspicious of it, as they ever have been of all domestic products, 
and the jobbers gave such small encouragement that makers were driven to sell 
direct to the retailers. This action was so successful that in a few years a large 
proportion of the retailers left the jobbers and bought directly of the potters, so 
that to-day there is not above half the number of jobbers in our great cities that 
there weretwenty yearsago. Hence, when they attempted tosell to the retailers 
they had to meet the prices of the potters; then they resorted to the familiar cry 
| of “ American goods being inferior, would crase,”’ &c., and so induced many 
| dealers to pay them from 10 to15 per cent. more for English goods, no better, if 
as good. And this is what is very generally being done to-day. Working ona 
prejudice to deceive and cheat the people, and are exerting superhuman energy, 
with ample funds at their command, through chicanery and fraud, to induce 
Congress to legislate in a manner to break up this great national industry. A 
short time since, the largest crockery jobber in the West, who had purchased 
largely of us inthe past, when urged by me to sell American along with English 
ware, replied thus: “I shall be frank with you, and say what I would not to 
my trade and general customers. My reasons for not selling American ware are 
these: they are not because I don’t think it isas good as the English, for I have 
thoroughly tested it, and believe it every way its equal; but my customers are 
buying of the potters about as low as I can buy, and I sell the English to more 
advantage, encouraging (he general prejudice that foreign goods are better than 
domestic. Hence I am able to make 10 to 15 per cent. more onthe English 
ware.’ One of the largest dealers in the East told me substantially the same. 





We can always find a man’s motive when he is doing an unpatriotic 
thing. Here we have the jobber’s motive—American manufacturing 
potters reduce his profits. . 

The following letter from an importer and jobber of Baltimore speaks 
volumes also. This firm has had some manuiacturing experience and 
know whereof they speak: 


Py BALTIMORE, January 2A, 1883. 

Deak Str: Thanks for yours 23d. We do not like class legislation; do not 
desire protection simply because we are manufacturers of crockery, tor we are 
large importers of English earthen-ware; but we believe in reasonable protec- 
tion on broad grounds of public policy,as bringing the greatest good to the 
greatest number, We are sure the agriculturist is most of all interested in pro- 
tection, for the more we increase our artisan population the better and surer 
market he has for his produce of every kind. The rhanufacture of crockery 
should be encouraged. We send you a sample to-day of our own manufacture, 
a parian placque; it shows what 1 cent’s worth of raw material will produce 
when there has been expended upon it 8 or $3 worth.of well-paid beauty-pro- 
ducing labor. Our industry is the one which par ercellence distributes nearly 
all the cost of its product to artisans and artists, and they spend the money re- 
ceived and the whole community thrives. Now, the workmen employed in 
manufacturing the specimen we send were the best hands in the best factories 
in England, earning what was considered the best wages there ; but under a free- 
trade policy there was but one out of the whole lot we brought out who could 
raise the money to pay his passage; they could only get enough to come in 
steerage. On arriving here Foe demand and readily get just twice the wages 
they got in England, and at once begin to live on the scale that an industrious 
thrifty artisan ought to, making for themselves comfortable homes. 

Theories are useful, but facts are God's arguments; and I think we are wise in 
accepting the patent fact that under a protective policy we have increased in all 
the elements as no other nation ever did. I think any one of the propositions 
for china, crockery, &c., under discussion, not far out of the way. 

I hope you will consider the placque I send worthy of a place in your home 
| Please accept same. 

Yours, truly, 





———— 


D. F. HAYNES & CO 


Mr. F. L. Boprne, Arlington House, Washington, D. C. 


This petition alsospeaks from the stand-point of a jobber and importer 
and points an argument so frequently made—home products lessen 
English profits: 

To the honorable the House of Representatives of the United Sintes : 

We, the undersigned, dealers in plumbing or sanitary earthen-ware, desire to 
call the attention of your honorable body to the fact that the prices at which we 
are now supplying this class of goods tothe publicare fully 40 per cent. less than 
they were in the year 1872, when the business of their manufacture was estab- 
lished in this country. We are of the opinion that the manufacture of these 
goods here has been the main cause of this reduction, and also that the develop- 
ment of home manufactures has always the tendency to reduce prices to the 
consumer. 

John MeShane & Co., 13444 Broadway; Mayorhare & Co., 42 and 44 Mott street ; 
Johu Simmons, 108 and 110 Centre street; T. L. Seesemih!, 62 John street; Peck 
Board Company, New Haven, Connecticut.,and 73 Beekman street, New York; 
Adam Carr, 62 John street; Wm. G. Creamer & Co., 96 John street; Creane, 
Ronalds & Co,, 4 Cliff street; Myers Sanitary Depot, $4 Beekman street. 

New York, January 24, 1883. 


To illustrate more fully what I said a few moments ago about the 
qualities of printed goods sought to be cared for by the importers and 
their jobbing allies, I desire to quote from several of the English trade 

| papers; and they will also prove another thing, that the printed goods 
which are so cheap for the “‘ poor man,’’ as repeatedly suggested here 
upon this floor, is not a class of goods used by the poor man at all, but 
| a much more valuable class of goods. 4 : 
I quote first from a paper called the Potteries’ Examiner, of Stafford- 
shire, England, November 15, 1875: 
| Inthe first ten months of 1872 there were 84,264 packages sent to the United 

States as against 71,906 in the same period of this year, or 12,358 packages less 
| than last year, which isabout 15 per cent. of a decrease. Taking this fact along 
| with the other fact, the exports for the last year of earthern-ware to the United 
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States amount to £44,023 more in value than the year before, or more than 5 per 
cent, more, we are able to gather that for 15 per cent. less in the number of pack- 
ages above 5 per cent, more money was paid. 

Again, from the Staffordshire Advertiser of November 20, 1875—and 
here is the cream of the opposition’s argument: 

The progress made by American manufacturers in the production of white 
granite ware is indisputable, but beyond plain gilding and lining in enamel 
colors they have as yet done scarcely anything in decoration. The spirit of en- 
terprise which animates the American people may in time bring about a revo- 


lution in this respect, but for years to come the English manufacturers must | 


have a great advantage overthem. It would take the American firmsa very 
long time to surround themselves with engravers, printers, transferers, gilders, 
and painters, and to adapt their works to the production of decorated goods, 
Meanwhile a change in the fashion may once more take place, printed and en- 
ameled goods may become ‘“‘the thing,” and then the English manufacturers 
will be again masters of the situation. 

Again, from the Staffordshire Sentinel, November, 1877: 

Perhaps the best branch of trade during the past year has been the American, 
but it has assumed rather a different aspect. Formerly the United States took 
more white granite from Staffordshire than any other manufacture. Now, how- 
ever, American agents and merchants go in extensively for faney goods and ware 
of a high-class character. 

Again, from the Staffordshire Advertiser of November 6, 1530: 





Printed goods of chaste and elegant styles have been produced in great vari- 
ety, and ready sales have been made, while the same character of goods in the 
higher branches of art have secured ready buyers, Speaking generally, for best 
goods of choice patterns the supply has not metthe demand. At the same time 
there is no doubt that in some cases, with a view of eQecting sales, manufact- 
urers have parted with their wares at a figure which would not only not allow 
of a fair profit, but which would leave hardly any profil at all 

Again, from the Staffordshire Advertiser, November 27, 1380: 

it is stated that two-thirds of the total increase in the exportations of ware to 
the United States of the decorative and more costly description, for which anew 
demand has sprung up since the exhibition at Phil delphia 

Surely these are not the ‘*‘ poor man’s goods” so feelingly alluded to 
by the opposition. 

Again, from the Staffordshire Advertiser, November 6, 1880 

The Americans have for some months taken a larger quantity of such ¢ 
as have usually been sold in the home markets; indeed their demand for p 
ware has been greater than in any previous year, and it is this deseription of 
ware that has so largely swollen the exports from the port of Liverpool! 





If these were the ‘‘ cheap’ grades of goods alluded to, the exports 
would not be swollen in value when the number of crates are so much 
reduced. Let us produce these goods in this country (and, as I have 
shown, we can do it if fairly protected) and soon, as with white-ware, 
our American price-lists, our American traveling men, our Yankee en- 
terprise, will so educate the American distributor of these goods near 
est the consumer as toredound to the enormous profits of all concerned. 
To illustrate this would be no theory, but a demonstrated thet. 

I will incorporate in my remarks the following petition or reasons 
given by the manufacturing potters of the United States 

WHY SHOULD EARTHEN-WARE BE PROTECTED 

First. Because the manufacture of white earthen-ware is a new industry, hav 
ing been developed by the high premium on gold between 1560 and 1870, all wares 
made previous to 1860 having been red earthen-ware, common stone-ware, drain- 
pipe, &e. 

Second. Because every State in the Union, so far as known, contains the ma 
terials for making it, which are now supplied from Maine, Massachusetts, Con- 
necticut, New York, New Jersey, Pennsylvania, Delaware, Maryland, North and 
South Carolina, Virginia, Georgia, Alabama, Tennessee, Missouri, Lilinois, Indi- 
ana, Ohio, and Kansas, 

Third. The preparation of these materials gives employment to a large amount 
of capital and labor, and adds to the value of the material from 1,950 to 2,500 per 
cent., the mining right being 50 cents per ton, while the prepared materia 


is 
worth from ten to fifteen dollars per tun at the place where it is mined and pri 
red, 
Fourth. Manufacturing these goods is almost all done by hand, ‘the ma- 


chinery being incapable of material improvement,” as reported by the honor- 
able the Tariff Commission, who took the trouble to visit the Trenton potteries 
in order to be correctly informed on this important manufacture. 

Fifth. Because at least 90 per cent. of the cost of manufacture is labor in prepara- 
tion of and transportation of materials and in making the goods 

Sixth. Because the difference between the price of labor in the United States 
and England in our branch of business is 125 per cent., as reported by the Tariif 
Commission on page 14. 


| develop into a great national art industry eq 
| countries, ancient or modern 
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pany, Trenton China Company, Trenton, New Jersey; West, Hardwick & Co 














William Brunt, jr... & Co., Knowles, raylor & Knowles, Wiley & Sons, G. 8S 
Harker & Sons, Godwin & Flintke, Goodwin Brothers, Flentke, Harrison & 
Co., Homer Laughlin, C. C. Thompson & Co., Burford & Brothers, Wallace & 
Chetwynd, East Liverpool, Ohio; Edward Bennett, Baltimore, Maryland. Ham 
mill, Brown & Co., Baltimore, Maryland; Onondaga Pottery Company, Geddes, 
New York ; James Carr, New York ci:y, Griffin, Smith & Hill, Phoenixville, Penn 
sylvania; Morley & Co., Wellsville, Oh Wheeling Pottery Company, Wheel 
ing, West Virginia: Steubenville Pottery Company, Steuben Oh LB 
Beerbouer & Co., Elizabeth, New Jersey; New England Pottery Company, East 
Boston, Massachusetts; Mayer Brothers, Beaver Falls, Pennsylvania; George 
Seott, Cincinnati, Ohio Tempest Brockman & Co., ¢ ritiat 0 

Iam a manufacturing potter; Iam proud that I employ, that Ihave 


been enabled thus far to tind work for hundreds of honest, 
and industrious people, that I have been enabled thus flu 
fair wages, as compared with other mechani My ambition 
enteen years has been to see the pottery industry of the Unit 


intellivent, 
to pay them 
{ SCV 
ad States 
! reign 
With all the risks and perplexities in 
cident to its discoveries and its developments, it 
To me it has } 


uai 





o that of any 


3a fascinating busi- 


ness. veen a labor of love 


Anything lean do to aid in 
| this development will be my glory and my prick I will assume that 
no one upon this floor desires to see this or any industry destroyed. 


The Hon. ApraM 8. HEWITT, in his speech in the House on March 30, 1882, says | 


a rate of duty shotild be established *‘ which will compensate for the difference 
of the cost of labor” in the United States and foreign countries 

Seventh. We pay no more for our skilled labor than is paid to 
bricklayers, plasterers, painters, &c., employed where our factories 

Righth. We ask the same rate of duty on decorated earthen-ware as on deco- 
rated china, because it costs as much to decorate one as the other, and the im- 
ee nae in the quality of earthen-ware being such that in some 
1ard to distinguish it from china. 

Ninth. We ask this duty on decorated and ornamental goods, because we 
have in this country much talent for the production and decoration of fuience, 
limoges, barbotine, and other earthen-ware, as shown by the “ ladies’ art asso- 
ciations” in Philadelphia, New York, Cincinnati, Boston, Saint Louis 
other cities, opening up a new and elevating field for female employment 

Tenth. It is the interest of the American people to preserve this industry, be- 
cause its development has reduced the cost of these goods at least 
below the prices in 1860, when the duty was only 24 per cent 

Eleventh, The duty proposed by the Ways and Means Com 
vance of scarcely 5 per cent. on white granite goods id n 
mon white-ware used by the poor man’s family (o r to the 


carpenters, 
are located. 


and 


per 
i 


cent 
sanad 
mivance on com- 


ommendation 


rritttes 











of the Tariff Commission abolishing duties on packages and other ch s),and 
1s not sufficient, and at best is the very least that will enable the potters to con- 
tinue their business, a number of white-ware manufacturers having either failed 
or been compelled to suspend business during the past year 

All of which is respectfully submitted 

Thomas Maddock & Sons, Coxon & Co., East Trenton Pottery Company, 
Greenwood Pottery Company, City Pottery Company, Isaac Davis, Crescent 
Pottery Company, Eurcka Pottery Company, Mercer Pottery Company, Ameri 
can Crockery Company, John Moses, Ott & Brewer, Joseph H. Moore, Union 


Pottery Company, the Willets Manufacturing Company, Burroughs, Mountiord 
& Co., International Pottery Company. Dale & Davis, Enterprise Pottery Com- 


cases itis | 


Upon the soil and from the earth of every State 
this industry thrive. 


in this Union could 
Adapted to this country beyond all others 


an un 
healthy and unfair foreign competition is destroying its foundation 
Now, it must be borne in mind that we have never had ‘* protection,’’ 
not even ‘‘incidental protection,’’ because 40 per cent. ad valorem duty 
can never protect a new industry where there is from 100 to 200° per 
cent. difference in labor. When the 40 percent. duty was put on there 


was no white-ware made in the United States, practically none. It 
for revenue only. When England had no competition her 
was high, at least 100 per cent. higher than at present 


was 
crockery 








Prices of crockery, taken from the books of Oscar Cheesman. imp —_— 
: : 1 
jobber, New Yo in 1860 and in 1882, as sold to the Southern trade, te 
general stores 
Prices 
Crockery 
1860 ISS2 
| ) 
{ “ a , -~ |} 
4 dozen w. g. jugs 4 6 12 o4 Q17 $9 38 
{ $9 S550 S41 $ } 
l gross w. g. teas, handled 6 75 5 OO 
| gross w. g. teas, unhandled » 2 1 2 
\ s } 
> doz. w. g. oval dishes ) l 1! l 14 1S ' 1017 
{ ’ $3 S450 a] ) $1? ) 
{ 3 I I i ) 
doz. w. g. bakers 6 7 8 9 ow iso 
{s] }o& < S4 \ 
(25 2 ) 
9 doz. w. g. pla 7.2 5 oh » & 
(S85 $1.05 } 
1 doz. w. g. bow 24 1% 0% 
{ } 
1 doz. w.g. cov'd dishes 8 9 4 73> 
{ $9 $10.50) 
1 doz. w. g. sugars, 21's 450 : 00 
1 doz. w. g. ewers sins, v Zo +00 
1} doz. w. g. chambers, 9's, $9 13 50 5 25 
doz. w. g. soaps and trays,) each nO 3 25 1 62 
108 6S 63 81 


It will be noticed that the pricesin 1860 were 41} per cent. higher than 
in 1880, or over 70 per cent. higher from 1850 to 1860 than to-day 


Prices in 1859-1860 and in 1882 of an assorted crate of crockery sold te 


the Northern and Eastern trade 
[Copy from books of Davenport & Brothers, importers and jobbers of crockery 
in New York, 1860. | 
I'r 
Crockery 
] sty 1S&2 
{ { l 2 ) 
4 dozen w. g. jugs....< 4 6 12 4 $9 38 
§ $5.50 $4 $3 ) 
1 gross w. g. teas, hd e 6m 5 00 
1 gross w. g. teas, unhd > Os 42 
( t ; ) 
3 dozen w. g. dishes { Ww l 12 i li l 10 17 
($2 = j 65 50 $7 ) mo) 
| I I } 
> dozen w. g. bakers ( ” je 7 r 1 
{2 ; ¢. < » < ry} 
( ) 
9 dozen w. g. plates f ri 5 7 5 
(7 87 I 
1 dozen w. g. bow!]s, 24's 1 7 % 
1 dozen w. g. cov'’d dishe me ¢ ry) 4 7% 
} 
1 dozen w.g. sugars, 24's 100 oo 
1 dozen w. gv. ewers and b , s 1 00 
li dozen w. x. ch be = > ( » 25 
| dozen w soaps and trays, $6.5 1 @ 
Total kl 
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Prices of above assorted packages to general country merchants are 
over 35 per cent. cheaper in 1880 as compared with those of 1860; or, 
to pnt it in another way, the goods were sold 55) per cent. higher in 
1850 to 1860 than they are to-day. The largest dealers are sold 5 to 
74 cheaper still. 

{merican manufacturer's prices in 1832 to general stores. 
| 4k 2) 
2 > sey actnaanphciia seaseiiobianiansdeenceaameee 


4 dozen w. g. jugs i 6 12 veunen 
($11.25 $8 $5.10 $3) 











1 gross w. g. teas, hd eibsaiiddinigemnpadaine done meadenaiebhidtaadinibdaleiainina ted taiaeaiides 10 00 
BOS OF. i, DR, CRG ance srenecniascsdinertcitintnnmndniininsniteiniiren 8 50 
( b ea. ) 

3 doron wg. dishes 9 10 ll 8 ? Sa -- 2027 
| $2.50 $3.60 $4.75 $6.30 $9 $14.40 ) 

4 ea, ) 

3 doren w. g. bakers 6 7 s DF Ie ciated: 612 

($1.75 $2.40 $3.50 $4.60) 
( 2 5 2 
9 dozen w. g. plates 6 7 > 11 70 
( $1.10 $1.30 $1.50) 
1 
1 doren w. g. bowls ps | 185 
( $1.85) 
eee et 
1 dogren w. g.cov'ddishes...- 8 9 >.. 950 
$9 $10) 
I SD, i, I, BA i Oe Hechlctniticeseccbecncencecsaseourenacocccten saiasmiillatattetge 5 75 
1 dozen w. g. ewers and basins, 9's, at $16.50.................c0cssecccceceseceseseeseeeees 16 5O 
1, dozen w. g. chambers, 9's, at $10.25.. RIES yarmemmenadinbeninnen 15 37 
§ dozen w. g. soaps and trays, } C8. 96.50.............scccerrssssessen seseseeenssscseee = 2D 
129 53 
Sixty per cent. discount ere 
ID alecienetedee w 3 


It will be noticed that the prices above are 53 per cent. lower than 
those of O. Cheesman’s in 1860; or, that is tosay, that jobbers of crock- 
ery in New York in 1860 sold ware over 109 per cent. higher than to- 
day. 
At first gold protected us, and English high prices ; now both these 
are taken away. Whatthen stands between our laborand foreign cheap 
labor? It must be remembered that the pottery district of England is 
a thriving district compared with some others. This industry above all 
others has the tender solicitude and the nurturing attentions of the 
government and the people. It is an old and honorable industry there. 
Her operatives swarming to our shores indicate it—their intelligence, 
their culture, their refinement is in marked contrast with some branches 
of tradesmen from foreign lands. Theartistic development has been no 
less marked in the production of wares than has been the development, 
the culture, the refinement of the operatives. So if we must build up 
our industry here we must pay proportionately more for labor. Wemust 
offer adequate inducements, or we can not expect such labor to come to 
ourshores. This industry can not be built up without this labor to edu- 
cate us, 

It is proposed to build this wall of protection about this cultivated 
labor, this useful and artistic industry, just high enough for foreign 
competition with foreign cheaper products to flow over the wall ina 
perfect deluge whenever the English market desires. Must she be per- 
mitted to flood us with her surplus products, created by cheaper labor 
and sold for less than cost, to suit the whims of her workmen or the 
convenience of her manufacturers or the policy of her government? 
Are we to compensate for low tariff by low wages first, and by loss of an 
industry afterward? A tariff that forces labor down is not a compen- 
satory tariff. Is this the way we are expected to compensate? Is this 
the reward labor is to expect from a reform of the tariff? 

While I am anxious and ambitious to have our industries built up in 
this country, I am not anxious to see them built up upon the degrada- 
tion and debasement of labor. If we can not protect and elevate labor 
let us pronounce ourselves dependent, abject beggars for foreign wares 
and fabrics; let us close up our factories and our workshops. 

Let us warn the flood of immigration to cease its ever-increasing tide 
and to turn its flood to other shores. Let our millions upon millions of 
artisans return to their homes across the water or to their homes upon 
the hillside or on the plain. Let us acknowledge that we are to be a 
nation of farmers, and that without a market for our grain or any of our 
perishable products. How far will that be removed from the condition 
of the American Indian ? 

But we are called upon to reduce duties on crockery; and who are 
these claimants for the markets of the United States? Are they Ameri- 
cans? No! Do they pay taxes? No! Havethey ever declared their 
intentions to become citizens? No! They are English importers, 
English manufacturers’ agents, sometimes English manufacturers them- 
selves. They are English subjects. Whata title they do present tothe 
goodly heritage of labor’s estate inthis country! Petitions emanating 
in English importers’ offices in New York and Boston and other large 
cities are pouring in here, asking for a reduction of duty on earthen- 
ware. 

Fearing that Congress will see the existing necessity of protecting this 
industry, they have the brazen effrontery to petition for a reduction. 
In order that this necessity may not be seen they throw sand in the 
eyes of the people’s representatives, thinking to retain thereby the ex- 
isting inadequate rate of duty. 





Have English citizens the right to petition the American Congress ? 
Are we all fools that we hesitateabout thistariff duty on pottery? Are 
we to stand idly by and allow the agents of English manufacturers to 
poison the well-springs of our industrial life? Are we blind, that we 
can not see the deception? Are we children, that these figures and 
facts can not teach us what todo? When we have an industry saving 
to our people millions of dollarseach year by its competition, by its ex- 
istence, can not we see the necessity of protecting it against rival gov- 
ernments and rival accumulations of capital, and against labor enslaved 
by inadequate wages? There is a way to compete with the present un- 
healthy prices of English pottery. That way is by robbing labor, by 
reducing wages. Shall we permit this thing to be done? Must the 
American Congress be made a party to this process of debasement ot 
American workingmen? Shall we acknowledge that we have done this 
thing with our eyes open? It shall not bedone without my indignant 
protest. It shall not be done by my vote. No member within the 
sound of my voice shall have ignorance of the situation for an excuse 
if I can help it here to-day. 

No industry is so worthy in my judgment, none more necessitous. 
Here we have an industry around whose history in this day and gener- 
ation clusters some of the greatest triumphs of scientific and industrial 
art in every nation on earth; an industry which has, by accident ot 
war, sprung into existence marvelously in the United States, cultivat- 
ing and enriching every household by its forms of beauty and utility; 
producing in white-ware alone $5,000,000 worth of ware 60 per cent. 
cheaper than it was produced before the war, and forcing England and 
France to sell the other $7,000,600 worth of our consumption 60 per 
cent. cheaper than was charged us under the old revenue duty of 24 
per cent. before the war, and when no pottery existed in this country— 
a clean saving of $7,200,000 per annum to the people. And are we to 
sitsupinely by while this ‘‘ foreign vampire’’ sucks the last drop of blood 
from this child of fortune and of chance? Shall we allow Judge KrE1- 
LEY’S English vampire (so dramatically described by him on this floor), 
fattened and strengthened with accumulated capital, to fasten its fangs 
upon the neck of this industry and utterly destroy it before our eyes ” 
Are we friends of labor, are we representatives of the people to suffer 
such dishonor ? 

Mr. CARLISLE. Mr. Chairman, as I am representing or endeavor 
ing torepresent in this discussion the great body of American consumers, 
and not the manufacturers, I am not able to compete successfully in 
this exhibition of earthen-ware with the gentleman from New Jersey. 
{Laughter.] The ware which I have exhibited to the House is not used 
on the tables of the rich and influential classes of our people, but it is 
to be found in the cabin of every colored man throughout the whole 
South. Upon this ware it is now proposed to impose a duty of 65 per 
cent., equivalent to the rate proposed to be put upon the very finest 
ware which the gentleman can produce in his establishment or which 
can be produced anywhere in the oldest establishments of Europe. It is 
an ad valorem rate, it is true, but there is no semblance of justice or 
equity in the imposition of such an enormous rate of duty on this cheap 
and common class of goods. 

The gentleman to-day concedes what he denied last Saturday, that 
this ware is in use in this country, although he says not to a very great 
extent. His statement last Saturday, when he interrupted my re- 
marks, was that this ware had not been in use in this country for 
twenty years. 

Mr. BREWER. Painted ware? 

Mr. CARLISLE. To-day he states it is in use, although not to any 
great extent. 

Mr. BREWER. Not the painted ware we use to-day. 

Mr. CARLISLE. Is not this in use to-day? The gentleman can go 
into any store and he will find it in every one of them. 

Mr. BREWER. They will not sell 50 cents of that ware to $1,000 
worth of the other. 

Mr. CARLISLE. They may not in the gentleman’s country, but 
they do in certain sections of the country where the people are poor and 
not able to buy the ware which the gentleman sees on the tables of his 
constituents in Trenton. 

You now propose for the protection of struggling American industries 
to impose this enormous duty. Yes, sir; they are struggling, and we 
find them here day after day struggling to wring the last possible cent 
out of the consumers who are compelled to use their products. 

The gentleman himself has been engaged in this particular manu- 
facture for seventeen years, and says he can make no profit out of it. . 
He presents to us another instance of an attempt on the part of the 
Committee on Ways and Means to tax the people of the country to sup- 
port an unprofitable industry. 

Mr. BREWER. Are the people taxed when they get their ware 65 
cents cheaper? 

Mr. CARLISLE. If the imposition of this duty would have the ten- 
dency to bring down the price of this ware the gentleman trom New Jer- 
sey would be the last one who would ask to have it imposed. [Laughter 
and applause.] His interest lies in another direction. He proposes 
to tax its importation in order to increase the price and make a profit 
out of the business which he says now yields only 3 per cent. 

Mr. KELLEY. Mr. Chairman, the gentleman from Kentucky ex- 
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hibited the lowest grade of the ware to be touched by thisamendment, 
a low grade which is passing away under the improving and refining 
influence of protection. I show here another specimen of earthen-ware. 
Here, sir, is an article in which there are 50 cents worth of American clay 
and more than $74 of wages to American labor; and had not gentlemen 
been told it was our white earthen-ware the production of which we are 
trying to stimulate, they would have supposed it was imported china- 
ware. 

Here is another specimen’of the same kind; and small articles like 
this are made so cheap they not only stimulate and reward American 
labor but grace the homes of well-paid American laborers. 

Sir, this ware was made at Green Point, New York, and the labor of 
which I spoke was exclusive of the designing which had been prepared 
in advance for these and other articles. 

Here, sir, is employment for the gifted child, gifted with the quali- 
ties of the artist, trained in Ohio in the school of art, established by 
generous men and women for training the children from the public 
schools who disclose that kind of genius and for the training of women, 
and all that isasked is that American laborand American genius shall be 
protected in the American market, that we may have free trade among 
ourselves by guarding our material, our skill, ourgenius, ourindustry, 
while they are infants, against the imperial results of France and Ger- 
many. 

Gentlemen sneeringly ask if this is an infant; and they are answered, 
yes, it is only 17 years old. Read the history of the Sevres works, of 
France, that have had the patronage of monarchies and empires and of all 
the schools of art in France. Let us by a liberal protective policy enable 
our own people to proceed with these works. Let us make forms of 
beauty and grace familiar to ourown people. Let usmanufacture these 
beautiful goods on the scale of American wages, and we shall attract the 
best porcelain artists from France and Germany and Austria and the 
best workmen in this department of industry from the ancient establish- 
ments of Great Britain. 

{Here the hammer fell. ] 

Mr. MILLS. Mr. Chairman, we are told in Roman history that 
when Cato wanted to rouse the Roman senate and excite them to a raid 
on Carthage, he brought the beautiful Carthagenian figs to the senate 
and paraded them in view of the senate and the populace of Rome, tell- 
ing them, ‘‘ Senators, behold the beautiful growth of that land; behold 
the figs of Carthage, growing in a country but three days’ sail from the 
Roman Empire, and not yet under the dominion of the Roman senate.”’ 
And all students of history will remember that he invariably closed his 
eloquent speeches with the words, ‘‘delenda est Carthago.”’ 

Mr. Chairman, history is repeating itself in our day. We are shown 
in this which should be the audience chamber of the people of this coun- 





' 


try the magnificient vases of pottery which are brought in here and ex- | 


hibited to the great council of the nation. Its lawgivers here assem- 
bled making laws for the people, for the vast masses of our countrymen, 
are treated to a sight of the productions of elegance and retinement, and 


act from the people to build up these magnilicent establishments, and 
how much further will you go to take possession of the ** 


Carthagenian 
figs’? which are thus temptingly held out to your gaze? 
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nothing else, of the laboring men, and you are doing it forth 
the manufacturing and the protected classes 

But it is not only wrong in that respect, Mr. Chairman. When we 
come down to the question of our foreign commeree we do a doub! 
wrong to our people who are exporting our American products and who 
need the foreign market. Look at the ; 
and see the fact, the startling fact, that 85 per cent. of our products 
sent from the men who toil in the fields. What do our manufacturers 
add to the great bulk of that foreign commerce? You are protecting 
them; you are offering them large inducements. They are at our doors 
here, and stick like leeches to the public Treasury. They do not help 
foreign trade. They do not build up your country. It is the men who 
till the fields, the farmers of the country, raising and shipping their 
cotton, their wheat, and corn, and all other agricultural products, which 
make the bulk of our foreign commerce and which give wealth and im 
portance tous asa nation. ‘§hey are the men that need protection, and 
these are the men that you are piling taxation upon to-day without 
stint. Do you afford them profitable employment by your system, 
onerous, unjust, burdensome, and oppressive asitis? Where isthe ben 
efit that you confer upon them, unless it is, as I have said, the proud priv 
ilege that they enjoy of standing under all your burdens and supporting 
the Government by your oppressive and unjust system of taxation ? 

{ Here the hammer fell. } 

Mr. SPRINGER. [rise to favor the amendment of the gentleman 
from Kentucky, and I desire to call the attention of the committee t 
the pending amendment. We have been entertained by exhibitions of 
beautiful pottery and vases and other things by the gentleman from 
Pennsylvania, one of which he has on his desk 
really do not know what you would call it. 

Mr. KELLEY. I suppose the gentleman from Illinois would call it 
acuspidor. [ Laughter. ] 

Mr. SPRINGER. A cuspidor. Fer the laboring people of this 
country, I suppose. [Laughter and <> plause. ] 

Mr. HUMPHREY. Do not they vant clean floors ? 

Mr. SPRINGER. The laboring men that I represent have no such 
costly spittoons in their houses. [Great laughter. ] 

Mr. BREWER. That is the difference: They have in my district 

Mr. SPRINGER. Yes; that is just what is the matte: rhe gen 
tleman from New Jersey represents capitalists and monopolists who 
can afford spittoons worth $100 apiece 

Mr. BREWER 
fited. 

Mr. SPRINGER. And he is one of the gentlemen here who is ask 
ing us to impose a burdenupon the people in order that those whom he 
represents, the aristocrats and the monopolists, may spit in a vase that 
costs $125. [Great laughter.] To use cuspidors, as the gentleman 
from Pennsylvania calls them, that are dazzling to the eyes 

Mr. REED. 


lx tol 


nei 


reat body of that exportation 


is 


now betore him, and | 


But the gentleman says the laborers are not bene 


It does not d izzle your eves, but it attracts your atten 


| tion. 
the only question to be submitted is, how much robbery will you ex- | 


| recorded in the midst of my speech 


Mr. Chairman, there is somebody else in the United States interested | 


in the subject of taxation besides these gentlemen who manuiaeture and 
use such articles. There isa class that does not appear at the bar ot 
this House. They do not come into this audience presence and press 
here the appeal for their struggling industries and for the labor of their 
hands. They are excluded trom this presence, and their petitions 
erally have little effect. They are the great mass of the people of th 
United States. For them and in their behalf I desire to raise my voice 
to-day. They are men who do not make 3 per cent. by their toil. It 


is their proud privilege alone to support the great burdens of taxa- | 
tion which you impose upon them and which you extort from them by | 


this most infamous system of duties—not for revenue, not for the sup- 
port of the Government, not for the amelioration of their condition, but 
to enlarge certain individual interests, to build up protected industries, 
to help non-paying and non-prosperous undertakings, and to make the 
monopolists richer at the expense of the public purse. 

We have no right to do anything of the kind. 
tains to an entirely different sphere, and I confess that I am unable to 
conceive how any man can stand upon this floor in justification of that 


Our province here per- | 


miserable policy which makes these raids upon the public purse of the | 


country. You do not give anything in this way to the laborer. 
donot benefit him by your protection. You go into the market and 
hire him at the cheapest farthing that you can possibly get him at, 
and cut down his wages time after time and year after year, under that 
beautiful protective system, and then turn him out to starve when he 
is no longer able to be of service to you. Or your associations of capi- 
tal can make combinations to bring about a higher market; then they 


You | 


will put out the fires of their furnaces and their founderies and their | 


werkshops, in all of the industries of the land, never hesitating for a 
moment to turn loose three or four thousand laboring men upon the 
country without work, without wages, and whose families must suffer 
and starve for want of the actual means of life 


This *s plunder, and | 


Mr. SPRINGER. The gentleman can have that brilliant remark 
I do not know what it was 

Mr. REED. It will shine beautifully in such surroundings by con 
trast. [Laughter. ] 

Mr. SPRINGER. Everything the gent] 
even his 20 per cent. duty on lumber 

The object of the pending amendment is to transfer from the 
in question the articles of crockery and stone ware 
to the other paragraph, in which the 
law 40 per cent. ad valorem 


eman does sh nes beautifully 


clause 
, the cheap articl 
y would he taxed und rthe pore sent 


The gentlemen say they wre representing the labor interests of the 
country. There appeared before the Tariff Commission a gentleman au 
thorized to represent the Metropolitan Industrial League. That league 
was composed of very rich manufacturers and protectionists, and they 
prepared a schedule which they desired to have adopted for the guidance 
of the Committee on Ways and Means of this Hous: Phat schedule 
proposed that these two items be put under the clause to be taxed 40 pet 


cent. ad valorem, as under the present law. That was a protectionist 


organization. It had an expert to examine all of these questions, and 
that expert and that organization made a report to the Tariff Com 
mission and recommended that these two items be put in the clause 


taxed at 40 per cent. ad valorem The Committee on Ways and Means 


has increased it from 40 per cent. to 65 per cent. ad valorem. That is, 
the majority of the committee has done so 
Asareason for proposing this rate this Metropolitan Industrial League 
submitted a statement of Mr. Thomas C. Smith, president of the Union 
Pottery Works, in which, in reference to the clause next following this, 
but upon the same subject, he said 
The present duty of 45 per cent. on white china should not be altered, as it is 
preferable to have a low and permanent rate of duty than a temporary hig) 
rate of duty, with the certain prospect of a lowering of that high rate in a few 


years and again agitating this quest 


or 
That is what is proposed now in regard to this rate. 
The CHAIRMAN. The time of the gentleman from Illinois has « 
pired; and the time for debate allowed by order of the House on the 
pending paragraph and amendments thereto is exhausted. 1 


| 
i 


ques 
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tion is on the amendment of the gentleman from Kentucky [Mr. Car- 
LISLE], which the Clerk will again report. 

‘The Clerk read as follows: 

In line 500 strike out the words “ earthen, stone, and crockery." 


The question being taken, there were—ayes 77, noes 110. 

Mr. TUCKER. IL call for tellers. 

Tellers were ordered; and Mr. CARLISLE and Mr. HASKELL were 
appointed 

The committee again divided; and the tellers reported—ayes 78, noes 
105 

So the amendment was not agreed to. 

Mr. CARLISLE.  L offer the amendment which I send to the desk. 

The Clerk read as follows: 

in line 508 strike out 65" and insert ‘*55;” so it will read: 

* China, porcelain, parian, bisque, earthen, stone, and crockery ware, including 
plaques, ornaments, charms, vases, and statuettes, painted, printed, and gilded, 
or otherwise decorated or ornamented in any manner, 55 per cent. ad valorem.” 

Mr. CARLISLE. The rate is now 50 per cent. ad valorem. 

The question being taken on Mr. CARLISLE’S amendment, it was not 
agreed to, 

Mr. CARLISLE. I now move to amend by striking out ‘* 65°’ and 
inserting ‘'60;’? and on that I want a division. 

The committee divided; and there were—ayes 72, noes 107. 

Mr. CARLISLE. I eall for tellers. 
Tellers were ordered; and Mr. CARLISLE and Mr. HASKELL were 
appointed. 

The committee again divided; and the tellers reported—ayes 77, noes 
100. 

So the amendment was not agreed to, 

The Clerk read the following paragraph: 

China, porcelain, parian, and bisque ware, plain white, and not ornamented 
or decorated in any manner, 55 per cent. ad valorem. 

Mr. TUCKER. I offer the amendment which I send to the desk. 
The Clerk read as follows: 
Strike out “ fifty-five’ and insert “ forty-five.”’ 


Mr. TUCKER. Mr. Chairman, the rate in my amendment is the 
present rate upon this article. I have already said in a few remarks I 
made a while ago that there has been by the proposed bill a reduction 
of rates upon the raw materials that enter into this manufacture. I 
want to say another word upon that subject. 

The amount of raw material that enters into these manufactures is 
on the average from 45 to 50 per cent., and the amount of labor from 50 
to 55 percent. Now, sir, the amount of duty upon the raw material 
that enters into these manufactures—a great amount of it is free—does 
not average more than 15 per cent. upon that raw material. If, then, 
you take $45 of raw material, 55 per cent. upon that will be about $7— 
the advantage that the foreign manufacturer has over the domestic man- 
ulacturer in the raw material. Then upon $100 worth of the manu- 
fauctured article you must give an advantage to the home manufacturer 
of $7 for his raw material. Now, take $7 for the raw material from the 
$15, and you leave $38 for the labor. But $38 on 50 per cent. of labor 
in the product is largely over 75 per cent. of advantage to the laborer 
of this country. And I apprehend it can not be shown by any labor 
statistics that can be produced that the difference between the price of 
labor abroad and of labor here in this work is as great as 75 per cent. 
So the duty | propose of 45 per cent. will fully protect the laborer and 
manufacturer against the enhanced price of the raw material he uses. 
But the duty proposed by this bill, 50 per cent., would raise the amount 
of protection demanded for labor to something over 90 per cent. on the 
labor involved in it. We know that will not go intothe laborer’s pocket, 
because the laborer in this branch of industry never gets more than 
$340 a year, which for filty-two weeks in a year is less than $7 a week; 
and there can not be that difference between the wages given American 
labor in this manulacture and the wages given to the foreign labor. 
Therefore 45 per cent. will fally protect the American laborer and give 
the manufacturer a fair profit. But if you take the percentage of duty 
asked for by this bill you give the laborer no more, but enhance the 
profits of the manufacturer at the expense of the great consuming class 
of the country. 

Mr. MCKINLEY. 1 want to sayonlya single word and then I shall 
ask for a vote. The proposition of the gentleman from Virginia [Mr. 
TUCKER] isto reduce the duty proposed by the Tariff Commission by 
15 per cent. and the duty proposed by the Committee on Ways and 
Means by 10 percent. I trust the amendment will not prevail. 

The amendment of Mr. TUCKER was not agreed to upon a division— 
ayes 52, noes 56. 

The Clerk read as follows: 

All other earthen, stone, and crockery ware, white, glazed, or edged, com- 
posed of carthy or mineral substances, not specially enumerated or provided for 
in this act, 55 per cent, ad valorem. 

Mr. MORRISON. I move to strike out ‘55’ and insert ‘* 50,” as 
the rate of duty ad valorem on the articles mentioned in the paragraph 
just read. 

The importer of these goods, besides the 50 percent. duty which he 
would be compelled to pay for the privilege of importing them, will be 





required to pay in addition the cost of transportation, charges, and al! 
such expenses, about which we have suflicient information to enable us 
to state that they will amount, as gencrally conceded, to at least 17! 
percent. Therefore, before these goods can be sold in our market in 
competition with the home production, the importer must pay a tax 
amounting to 675 per cent. 

Now, it seems to me that we are forgetting what 50 per cent. duty 
means. When we impose a duty of 50 per cent. that which without 
the duty would cost $2 with the duty will cost three. Then it means 
simply that whoever earns $3 in other employments and invests it in 
earthen-ware gives $1 in duty to the Government or pays the bounty it 
yields to the potter. In other words, out of every three days’ earnings 
or wages invested in this earthen-ware one goes for taxes or for protit— 
not for wages. 

It does seem to me that any industry which is not and can not be 
made self-supporting when you compel those who sell in competition 
with it to pay a tax or duty of 50 per cent. is hardly worth protecting. 
Industries that can not be and are not sustained when you give them 
the benetit of one-third of the earnings of other industries, which are 
invested in them, are hardly worth sustaining. If it is true that this 
industry is still so feeble and we are so deficient in skill or natural ad- 
vantages that we can not prodnce these articles with such a bounty, 
then itis hardly worth being protected at all, and we had better go into 
some other business. But it is not true. 

Mr. McKINLEY. ‘That bounty has reduced the cost on this article 
to the consumer 50 per cent. already. 

Mr. ROBESON. I want to ask the gentleman from Illinois [Mr 
MORRISON] a simple question. I understand this to be a nominal in- 
crease of 15 per cent. on this ware. 

Mr. CARLISLE. Fifteen percent. added to 40 per cent., the present 
rate of duty, is more than a 15 per cent. increase. 

Mr. ROBESON. LT understand that this bill proposes to take off of this 
ware present duties and charges amounting to 17} per cent.; so that it 
is in fact a reduction from the present rate of duty of 2} per cent. 


Mr. MORRISON. Oh, no. 
Mr. ROBESON. Oh, yes. And thatis the reduction on the plainest 


ware, the commonest ware, the ware which comes home nearest to the 
poor people. 

Now, | have heard a great deal about taxing the consumers when you 
raise the price of labor. Sir, if you keep up the price of labor you keep 
up the profit of everybody that works. If you tax the consumer you 
do no injury toany one except to those who do not labor; that is all. If 
you increase the wages of an American laborer by keeping him em- 
ployed, he ean afford to buy the necessaries of life, and the increased 
tax, if there be any, on the consumer will fall upon the man who does 
not work, upon the man who has an independent income and purchases 
the articles he desires without labor. 

Mr. MORRISON. | have answered the argumentof the gentleman 
so often that I do not care to answer it again. I merely want to con 
trovert his facts, as he atiords me that privilege. 

He says that the rate proposed here in this bill is an actual reduction 
of duties by 24 percent. In that the gentleman is mistaken. ‘This 
bill proposes to increase the rate of duty from 40 to 55 per cent. Now, 
if he will correct his arithmetic a little he will find that that is an in- 
creased rate of duty at 37) per cent. And if he will subtract 17) per 
cent. from 37} per cent. he will see that there isstill an increase of duty 
of 20 per cent. 

Mr. ROBESON. 
upon the duty. 

Mr. MORRISON. Not at all. 

The CHAIRMAN (Mr. Roprnson, ot Massachusetts). 
debate upon the pending amendment has been exhausted. 

Mr. SPRINGER. I move to strike out the last word. The gentle- 
man from New Jersey has argued that we must so protect these indus- 
tries that they can compete with like industries in other countries, and 
that in order so to do we must compensate for the difference in wages 
between this country and others by means of duties. 

The gentleman from New Jersey [Mr. BREWER] was one of the wit- 
nesses before the Tariff Commission. In the remarks which he made 
before that commission he submitted a statement of the average earn- 
ings of laborers in the potteries of England and laborers in the potteries 
of this country. He stated that the average earnings of laborers in the 
potteries of England was $8.69 per week; and in this country the aver- 
age was $18.50 per week. Now, thatis the statement which was made 
by the gentleman from New Jersey before the Tariff Commission, and 
I presume he adheres to it now. 

Mr. BREWER. That is correct. 

Mr. SPRINGER. Now, if that rate of wages was paid in this coun- 
try to laborers, there being employed now in the potteries of this coun- 
try 9,000 laborers, the whole amount paid for wages of poitery laborers 
in a year would be $8,644,000. The value of all the products of the 
potteries of this country has been stated at $7,942,729, $700,000 less 
than the amount of wages paid to the laborers in that industry. 

Now, it is an utter impossibility that these manufacturers, besides 
paying for raw material and insurance, and besides the interest on their 
money, should have paid out in wages to their laboring men $700,009 


Yes; butitis 17) percent. on the whole value; not 
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more than the total value of the products which they created. 
therefore, that there are a class of witnesses who prove too much fr | 
their case. What is shown by the table submitted by the Census Bu- | 
reau? It shows that the whole amount of wages paid by the potteries 
of this country to laborers during the census year was $3,279,000, and 
that the average was only $345 per annum for each laborer. That is 
less than $1 a day, counting Sunday; it is less than $7 a week. 

These are the facts obtained when the officers of the Government go 
around to collect information; but when you come before the Tarif 
Commission with a lot of statements for the purpose of building up a 
gigantic system of monopoly, you attempt to prove that wages are 113 
per cent. more in this country than they are in Europe for the same class 
of labor ; and then you ask a tariff amounting to the exclusion of the 
foreign article in order to enable these industries to prosper. 

As was said by the gentleman from Iowa [ Mr. KAsson ] yesterday, it 
is not the policy of this Government to foster industries local in their | 
nature and which are unprofitable without it. This is an unprofitable | 
industry, as stated by the gentleman from New Jersey himself. He 
stated that he has been in business the last seventeen years. 

Mr. KASSON. I hope the gentleman will not quote me in that form 

Mr. SPRINGER. I quoted you inthe form in which you stated you 
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By unanimous consent the pro J a amendment was withdrawn 

Mr. MORRISON’S amendment was rejectec 

The Clerk read as follows 

Brick, fire-brick, bath-bric and rooting and paving tile, not speciaily enu- 
merated or provided for in this act, 20 per ec ad valoren 

Mr. CARLISLE. I move to strike out ‘20°’ and insert ‘610."’ It 
seems to me that 10 per « on an article of this character is sufi 
cient. It isa heavy article, the cost of transportation is very great, 


ind the consequent natural and geographical protection is very large 


| I do not think there is much to be gained to the laboring men of this 

country by imposi ¢ a duty of 20 per cent. on tire brick nd | hope 
gentlemen will consent to let it go at 10 per cent 

Mr. CARLISLE’S amendment was rejected 

The Clerk read as follows 

Green and colored glass bottles, vials, demijoluis, and carboys (covered or un 
covered), pickel or preserve jars, and other plain, molded, or pressed green and 
colored bottle glass, and not specially enum ted or provided for in this act, 
1} cents per pound; if filled, and not otherwise in this act provided for, said arti 





position yesterday. — pay on their weight, exclusive of conte cents per pound in addi 
Mr. KASSON. No, sir. ion to the duty on the contents 
Mr. SPRINGER. The gentleman I knew would not stand to it very Mr. GUENTHER I move to strike out in lin the words ‘‘one 
long; but still it ought to be good for twenty-four hours. [ Laughter. ] | and one half cent per pound,”’ and in lieu thereof to t » per cent 
This industry, according to thestatement of the gentleman from New | ad valorem.”’ . . 
Jersey, who is largely interested in it, does not pay. He said that he Mr. Chairman, | n favor of protecting our home ind to 
has been losing money in this business for the last five years. Now, if | such an extent as to enable our citizens engaged in th to compete 
this industry, with a protection of 50 per cent. ad valorem, does not pay | with the products of foreign manufacturers and make a fair and leg 
him for the capital and labor and skill which he has invested, I ins mate profit after paying the laborer such wages as are considered rea 
him to ‘‘go West’’ and raise corn, and *‘ grow up with the country.”’ mable and just in the United States. | am, however, decidedly op 
He can go into the farming business there and make something at le: posed to a protective tariff which does more, believing that thereby 
while in the business he is now engaged in he says he can make noth- | nobody is benefited but the capitalist who furnishes the money to carry 
ing. It seems to me it is impossible to devise a system of nation | on the business—that the laborer will not receive a cent more whether 
protection which will make profitable that which the gentleman says, | his emplover mal 25 or 100 per cent. on his invests That class 
from his own experience, is not profitable as an industry of this coun- | of legislation enables a few to shift the people’s me into their own 
try. pockets—it makes the rich richer, the poor poor 
I withdraw the pro forma amendment. When the people of this country asked for a r ! the tariff, it 
Mr. MULDROW. L[renaewtheamendment. Mr. Chairman, | have | was done because they felt that the time had pa 1 when it \ neces 
watched with some degree of interest the progress of this debate, and | sary to- protect and encourage our industries much we d ed 
have been struck from time to time with the inconsistency of members | advisgble during and after the war when many indust: their 
when their speeches and their conduct is compared. We have found too infancy and the n¢ ries of life were very hich 1 if 
little consistency upon both sides of this Chamberin regard to the car- | said until very lately, that the glass indust lired m p n 
dinal principles underlying this tariff bill. than it enjoyed already 
Whenever you strike one peculiar interest in any section the members | ‘Take thisitem under consideration We imported la pty 
living in the region where that interest is located rally to its support, | bottles of all kinds $219,743.72 worth. The duty there » 1 
and whenever any such interest is thus touched upon you generally | cent. I do not know how much of this class of goods we 1 ct 
find that same general principle which has been contended for is ig- | ured. All I ean find is that we manufactured $21,154,571 hh ex 
nored. | clusive of cut, stained, and ornamented gla 
In regard to the question whether we should reduce or increase taxa- Mr. Bodine, the president of the National Glass Manufacturer \ 
tion I stand in favor of reduction, and whenever we reach any branch | sociation, whom I met in this C: pitol last week looking after the inte 
of industry touched by this bill I intend to attempt to be consistent. | ests of the poor glas inufacturers, informed me that there were mun 
I stand for a reduction of duty all along tlit line wherever it can be | utaectured in the United States last year of quart bottles alone, used 
made without injury to material interests which ought to be regarded | horribile dictu—for bottling beer, 25,000 «ross. I am informed that 
to some extent, and perhaps incidentally protected, where that follows | the quantity of pints is ten times as great, which would be 2,500,000 
in establishing a revenue tariff. gross. Besides, there were many other kinds and sizes of green and 
Sir, why should the advocates of a tariff for revenue favor protection | colored bottles, vials, demijohns, carboys, pickle or preserve jars, and 
on sugar or on rice or on turpentine when they are in favor of no pro- | other plain, molded, or pressed green and colored bottles 
tection or anything else? [Applause. ] The importation of the very small amount, $220,000 worth, of glass 
I stand here to advocate those ideas which I believe to be right upon | ware, embracing all these articles just enumerated, served to keep prices 
principle; and favoring reduction of taxation, I shal! favor it whether | made by our manufacturers in somewhat reasonable bounds 
it pinch the toes of a man from the South or one from the North. That is exactly what these gentlemen of the National Glass Manu 
I want cheap machinery for the benefit of the Northern manufacturer | facturers’ Association object to. ‘They want the field all for themselves, 
and cheap machinery for the benefit of the struggling manufactures of | so that their combination can dictate prices ad libitu Of course they 
the South. I want cheap machinery so that we can have cheap products | profess to have solely the interests of the poor workingman at heart; he 
for the consumer North and South. is always pushed to the front when the interests of the capit sre 
In reference to the proposition now before the committee, we find | quire it. But thes itlemen knew that Con ould not sent 
that wherever there is already under the present tariff a duty so highasto | to have the tariff increased. So some sleight-of-hand performance, some 
prohibit importation there is no increase, but in almost every case | hocus-pocus must be resorted to. The world wants to be deceived; ergo, 
where the duty is not prohibitory or nearly so the bill now under con- | decipitu A change from an ad valorem to a spe duty in this case 
sideration provides for a greater duty. Why, sir, the importation of | might accomplish the purpos Eure! cries the poor, down-trod 
common earthen-ware yielded last year to the Government only about | den glass-king. Now, what will be the result of this change ? 
$9,000 of revenue, and- there the present rate is unchanged. But when \ specific duty of 1) cents per pound amounts to over 100 per cent 
we come to the next article, which yields a substantial revenue for the | ad valorem: I could show it to the satisfaction of every gentleman on 
support of the Government, this bill proposes to increase the rate of | this floor had I the time As I have not, you will have to take my 
duty so as to practically inhibit the importation of that. word forit. IT can ey hat I have investigated this subject fully, 
How can this be in the interest of the consumersof thiscountry ? You | accurately, and disp ite! rhis proposed specific would raise the 
propose not only to levy a tax which will prohibit the introduction of | price of preserve-jars per d sting the consumer now $1.50, to at 
the commonest class of these earthen-ware goods, but you go a step be- | least $1.75. A dozen of ** Protector’? preserve-jars weighs about nin 
yond that and levy a tariff upon the common iron-stone china and crock- | teen pounds. The additional duty being 1 cent per pound, these jars 
ery which are in the households of many laboring men among us would cost the dealer 19 cents more Ile, of course, would charge the 
Now, sir, let us, if ywe favor the protection of labor. have some regard consumer at leas 2) cents ove! pre sent prices Now, if You Impose the 
for all the labor in the country and not one particular class of labor. | indefensible, high sy» duty, a farmer’s wife buying in the fall of the 
The people must be fed all over this land who are not engaged in man- | year a dozen 
ufacturing industries, who are not found at the forges, nor in the iron [ Here the hammer fell. | 
and coal mines of Pennsylvania, Alabama, and elsewhere. The farm- Mr. ERRETI I rise to oppose the amendmen The gentleman 
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from Wisconsin, in presenting his figures, presented the figures of im- 
porters and not of the custom-houses. 

Mr. GUENTHER. I have not presented the figures of importers. 

Mr. ERRETY. Nothing else, because there is no other authority 
for them. Thatis wherethey came from; I have seen them before.~ In 
the returns to the Treasury Department from the custom-houses there is 
no separate account kept of bottles imported. They come in under the 
general glass schedule at 30 per cent. ad valorem as glass and all de- 
scriptions of glass, and not as bottles. There is nothing in the returns 


of the Treasury Department to show the number of bottles imported | ‘'T 


and the rate per cent. of duty on them, and hence the gentlemen’s fig- 
ures are entirely delusive. 

Now, Mr. Chairman, the history of the importation of bottles from 
Belgium, where all these bottles are made, is that they are not sent 
here to purchasers at all, but shipped by the manufacturers of Belgium, 
who form a syndicate themselves, to their agents in New York at what- 
ever price they choose to put in their invoices, and they pay 30 per cent. 
ad valorem on that price; and that is all the duty they pay. And to 
impose an ad valorem duty is simply to play into the hands of the Bel- 
gium manufacturers, who employ the cheapest labor to be found on the 
continent of Europe. 

Now, Mr. Chairman, in the manufacture of glass bottles nearly all 
the money employed is paid for labor. About 60 per cent. of the ex- 
pense of manutacturing glass bottles goes for labor, and 30 per cent. for 
materials and the other 10 per cent. for incidental expenses. 

And the difficulty-—— 

Mr. BAYNE. The labor on the material. 

Mr. ERRETT. Yes, the labor on the material, so that whatever 
protection is afforded here is afforded to the laborer and not to the mo- 
nopolist. Now, instead of making an appeal here for the poor manu- 
facturer of this country, the gentleman is really making his appeal for 
the manufacturer of Belgium and the beer bottlers of this country who 
get their bottles by an evasion of the dutiesand the customs through the 
agency of the Belgian manufacturers and their agents in this country. 
| Mr. DurSTER rose.] Tas my time expired? 

The CHAIRMAN. The gentleman has one minute remaining if he 
desires to occupy it. 

Mr. ERRETT. I wish only to say that the manufacturers of glass 
bottles here have proposed a specific duty upon bottles, because of the 
impossibility of collecting a fair rate of duty upon the ad valorem basis. 
Vor it is true that the manufacturer in Belgium, who employs wqmen 
and children in labor, ships his bottles and is shipping them at a nomi- 
nal rate to an agent in New York and paying 30 per cent. ad valorem on 
the nominal rate as well as the charges, and they are sold through his 
agent in this country; so that not a bottle imported in that way comes 
in under the tariff system or has been bought directly in Belgium. 

Mr. DEUSTER. I move to strike out the last word. 

I desire to say but a few words in support of the amendment, and to 
present before doing so the following petition, signed by a large num- 
ber of importers of bottles, showing the remarkable increase of duty 
by changing the present rate to 1) cents per pound: 

New York, January 5, 1883. 
To the honorable the Committce on Ways and Means, 
House of Representatives, Washington, D. C. : 


The undersigned, importers of glass bottles, and merchants, doing business in 
the United States, respectfully represent to your honorable committee that the 
proposition made in paragraph 10 of Schedule B of the report of the Tariff Com- 
mission, to levy a duty of 1} cents per pound on green and colored glass bottles, 
will work so great an injury to our business and increase the duty on such bottles 
so enormously that we can not bring ourselves to believe that it was made inten- 
tionally and with a full knowledge of its effect. 

The whole value of the quantity of bottles, paying 55 per cent. duty, imported 
into the United States during the fiscal year ended June 30, 1881, was $112,600, 
upon which the duties collected amounted to $39,473. We can not conceive of 
any reeson that the commission could have had to arbitrarily increase the duty 
upon them from 35 per cent. to over 100 per cent. 

The present duty is, say: 


Marks. 
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The mark equals 23.80 cents. 

The proposed new rate of 1) cents per pound would be as follows: weight of 
1 gross bottles =216 pounds; atl} cents, $3.24; which isan increase in duty of very 
nearly 200 per cent, 

As it seems evident that, in view of the fact that the intention of the measure 
wus to decrease duties, there must have been some misapprehension on the part 
of the commission, and as the present duty of 35 per cent. imposes an entirely 
unnecessary burden upon American producers using our bottles, we respectfully 
urge upon your honorable committee the reduction of the duty on these bottles 
to 2 per cent, ad valorem. 

And your petitioners will ever pray. 

Mr. Chairman, the remarksof my friend from Wisconsin [ Mr. GUEN- 
THER } and his carefully collated facts deserve fullest consideration for 
the thought and study that have been given tothe subject. I will add 
but a few fhets and figures showing that this increase of duty amounts 
to nearly 200 per cent. Letus compare the prices of bottles under the 
present and the proposed rate: 

A gross of bottles is valued at New York at $3.17, or 2.20 cents per bottle. The 
duty at 35 per cent. ad valorem is $1.11, or .77 cent per bottle. Add that to the 


$3.17 and we obtain a total of &.28 per gross, or 2.97 cents per bottle, the present 
market price 


| $1.11, as now, or 2} cents per bottle instead of .77 cent. 





| 
| 





The bottles which our brewers use weigh 1} pounds each,or two hundred and 
sixteen pounds per gross. That makes the duty on the gross $3.24 instead of 
( Add the $3.24 to the New 
York value of $3.17 per gross and we obtain $0.41 per gross instead of the present 
price of $4.28, a difference of $2.13 per gross. A brewer wants for every 6,000 bar. 
rels of beer bottled exactly 1,000,000 bottles, or 6,952 gross. Add to the price of 
the gross, by putting to it the new proposed rate of increase of duty of $2.14 per 
gross, and we increase the expense of bottling for every 6,000 barrels $14,807 « 
There are brewers who bottle over 100,000 barrels annually. 


I have failed so far to learn upon what valid ground the proposed 
enormous increase of duty upon that particular article is based. Thy 
ariff Commission in its report refers to the subject simply in this way: 
In the matter of glass manufactures we have recommended a change in the 
wording of the paragraph covering plain, mold, and pressed glass, and flint 
or lime glass-ware, and the adoption of a specific instead of an ad valorem duty. 
which we believe to be as low as it can be put and permit the continuance o1 
the manufacture here. (Report of Tariff Commission, Mis. Doc. 6, part1, page 14 


I believe, Mr. Chairman, the thinking portion of our people are en- 


| titled to some more substantial proof of the necessity for achange from 


a protective tariff of 35 per cent. ad valorem, which has been the rate 
for so many years, and during which this industry has not met with 
the threatened destruction, to the prohibitive rate of 1} cents per pound, 
or nearly 200 per cent. increase, than the mere statement that we thereby 
only ‘‘ permit the continuance of the manufacture here.’’ With the 
exception of tobacco and liquors, upon which as the most important 
taxable articles of luxury the duties are necessarily highest, all ow 
tariff schedules fall singularly close on an average ad valorem rate o{ 
duty of 50 per cent., which is also the maximum rate accepted by those 
favoring an average ad valorem rate of duty. 

A perusal of the debate upon the same subject in the Senate some 
days ago would give one almost the impression that the advocates of 
this prohibitive measure had thought it more prudent not to acknow!- 
edge at first the full extent of the increase. In proposing the estab- 
lishment of the rate of 1} cents per pound, Senator MILLER, of New 
York, said: 

One anda half cents per pound is the rate recommended by the commission. 

Mr. WILLIAMS. Will the Senator tell me what is the difference really between 


a specific duty he proposes and the ad valorem duty of 30 per cent. in the 
ill? 

Mr. Miiurr, of New York. I am scarcely able to answer that question. I have 
sought for information upon it; but I find that in the importation of all this 
class of goods, or the greater portion of them, the same condition of affairs ex- 
ists as does in regard to porcelain-ware, that the manufacturers on the other 
side refuse to make a price in Europe, and make it delivered in New York or 
at the works where the bottles are to be used in this country. 

Mr. WiLuiAms. I ask the question simply because as a general proposition | 
prefer the ad valorem where it can be properly applied; but sometimes there 
are special reasons why a specific duty might be better than an ad valorem one. 

Mr. Beck. My information ison acard I have in my hand, to this effect : 

“The proposition is to increase from about 30 per cent. to nearly 100 percent.” 

* * * * * ~ 


Mr. Morrt.u. I move to amend the proposition made by the Senator from 
New York by making the rate 1 cent a pound instead of 1} cents. 

The Committee on Finance examined this question very thoroughly and I 
think were quite willing that the duty should be made 1 cent a pound, but were 
equally unwilling to go beyond that, believing that 1 cent a pound was an adequate 
duty upon these articles. 

Mr. Chairman, as I was not prepared to discuss this subject to-day, | 
have not the data on hand to prove what I believe to be a fact, that the 
amount of duty derived from this article at the present rate equals the 
entire amount of the product of the same in this country. But that 
being the case, the question presents at once a very different aspect. 
For here we propose to go to work ‘‘ protecting’? a comparatively small 
industry, one that has been able to get along so far without a prohibit- 
ive import duty, and by doing so we endanger a far greater and more 
important home industry, that of the manufacture of export beer. 

That industry has grown to enormous proportions during the past few 
years. Our American beer goes to Mexico, South America, Australia, 
and even to Europe. It can only be exported safely in bottles. Thus 
the latter become to this important industry exactly what to others raw 
materials are, namely, one of the constituent elements of the exported 
article. If protection does at all ‘ protect,’’ it should permit some 
equitable way of harmonizing conflicting interests by imposing highest 
rates where the more important industries demand it, and lowest rates 
where these interests permit it. Our American beer must compete in 
the foreign markets with the products of England, of Germany, and 
other countries where these same glass-wares are manufactured cheaply, 
and to compel them to pay such an exorbitant rate upon bottles would 
therefore virtually be a blow against our exporting interests, and make 
that competition abroad difficult, if not cripple it very seriously. I hope 
the amendment will prevail. 

MESSAGE FROM THE SENATE. 


The committee rose informally; and Mr. REED having taken the 
chair as Speaker pro tempore, a message from the Senate, by Mr. SyMP- 
SON, one of its clerks, announced that the Senate had passed a joint 
resolution (8. R. 132) authorizing the Public Printer to remove certain 
material from the Government Printing Office; in which the concur- 
rence of the House of Representatives was requested. 


TARIFF. 


The Committee of the Whole resumed its session. 
Mr. BAYNE. I rise tooppose the amendment. Oneof the very best 
opportunities that will be given to Congress is now given to vote their 



































1883. CONGRESSIONAL RECORD—HOUSE. 2013 


= _———$ = —_ -_ 





sympathy with labor. I have heard on both sides of this Hall, and I | willing to reduce taxes, althouch willing this shall be taxation ¢ ‘ 
am glad to hear it from gentlemen on the Ways and Means Committee, | nue purposes, still when they ascertain it is the determination of t} 


and from others on that side of the House, as well as from gentlemen | majority on the other side of the Hi 


use to. protect certain industries 

on this side, an avowed sympathy with American labor. And I say, | and thereby relieve those industries from t - i t is but natural 

knowing the facts and knowing them well, that they will not have a | that certain gentlemen on this side of the House having local interests 

better opportunity throughout this whole tariff legislation for voting | should seek to have those interests 1 ed trom the burdens « an 

their sympathy with American labor than they will have by support- | tion also 

ing the report of the committee on this particular paragraph of the | I have no pet interest in this or in any « mie e. Ldonot. 

bill. to father any particular infant that is inthe wom) of this bill demand 
There is no work, sir, I think in which our people are engaged in this | ing to be brought forth into existence dl to be ed in the cradle 

country that is more trying to the men employed in it than this work | of protection 

of glass-blowing and manuiacturing bottles. Theaverage of life of the | There is only one interest in this country that can not be protected 


glass blower is very short; the rate of wages is high but the labor severe | by duties on imports, and that is the great interest 
in every particle of it. Ninety per cent. of the cost of the product is | can not be protected. Why? Because you might put your duty on 
pure, unadulterated labor. | wheat at 100 or 1,000 per cent. and the same on corn, meats, &e., and it 


Mr. DUNN. That seems to be the rate on everything. | would not amount to any protection more than if it were a duty of 1 

Mr. BAYNE. That may or may not be as to other things. 1am | per cent. or nothing, because we are exporting all the while these prod 
not speaking of them now. I have not so stated, because machinery | ucts and because you can not protect them by legislation Every inte 
enters largely into the manufacture of many other things enumerated | est you put on this bill standson agriculture. Agriculture must stand 
in this tariff legislation; but in this article it bears but little part. This | under to support all this infamous traud of taxation called protection 
particular kind of work must be done almost wholly by labor. | When you talk of protecting labor and of filling up the gap between the 


Now, sir, the rate of duty proposed by this bill is simply equivalent | laborer of this country and the laborer of } urope, Who proposes to fill 
to the rate of duty that has been imposed upon ordinary window-glass, | up the gap between the agricultural laborer of this country and the 
and yet the labor in manufacturing this particular kind of glass into | pauper laborer engaged in agriculture in | trope? Yet of all the labor 


bottles is more consuming, trying, and far greater than the manufacture | that is underpaid in Europe the worst paid is ultural labo 

of the ordinary window-glass. The rate per cent. on these bottles is And yet we cannot and do not propose to protect the agricultural 
just the same as it is on the ordinary window-glass, and yet the labor | labor of this country against the pauper labor of Europe; not at all 
of making them, as I have said, is far greater. | If agriculture in this country, although it is bearing all these burdens 


Sir, I want to call the attention of Congress to this fact, that although | of taxation, still survives, what is the reason that our manutfaeturing 
the rate of duty has been 14 cents per pound on ordinary window- | interests can not do the same without protection ? 
glass since the enactment of the Morrill tariff bill, one-fourth of the ordi- | mon sense in the argument that American industry can not survive 
nary window-glass consumed in this country during the last ten years | without protection it will apply equally to agri ulture. 
has been imported into the country, and the home factories have only | This humbug and fraud about protecting 1 
produced about three-fourths of what was consumed in this country. | represent manufacturers that 


It the re is any com 


abor comes from men whe 
swallow all the bounties given to them 
What does that argue? It argues to the inevitable conclusion that there | while, as I stated yesterday, the laborers i 


hl rsin vour hirge cities are starving 
is nothing whatever prohibitory in the duties proposed to be put on { Here the hammer fell. ] 
these articles, but on the contrary that these articles can be imported | Mr. McLEAN, of Missouri. I represent a district largely interested 
and will be imported very largely under the duty proposed. in the manufacture of glass-ware; a large amount is made in that dis 
Now, sir, there is another thing to which I wantto call the attention | trict. Glass-ware in thiscountry being made trom soda-ash, upon which 
of the committee. In thirteen States of the Union this manuiacture is | we have a tariff, the labor which is placed upon it makes it a question 
under way, and the consumption of bottles is going to be largely aug- | of the difference between the wages of the laborer in this country and 
mented by reason of the fact that the manufacture of beer has become a | of the laborer in Europe. It is a fact that the laborer in | ‘gets a 
very large industry in this country. Many men now import their bot- | smaller rate of wages than the laborer in this count: If you take 





tles from Belgium, from France, and from Germany with the view of | into consideration the question of the tariff on soda-ash, then you will 
exporting and distributing for home consumption their beer. It has | find that the question involved in this subject is whether you will pro 
got to be avery large industry in thiscountry. Ifyouadopttheamend- | tect labor or not. 


ment of my friend from Wisconsin you will simply open the door to the | Glass manufacturers pay their laborers fairs 





i 


a nt Dnt none of them 
perpetration of frauds that never can be checked, and which will defraud | make fortanesas Lknow. It isnota monopoly, for any one who chooses 
the Government and deplete the revenue of the country. And why? | can enter into the business of glass-making in this country Phe man 
Because the mode by which these bottles are brought into the country | ufacturer must pay the glass-blower a certain percentage for h ibor 
is to purchase them from the manufacturer abroad duty paid, and the | and then he must pay the duty on the soda-ash whieh goes into the 
article is shipped to the consumer in this country with the duty paid, | manufacture of the glass itself. 
and the invoice price may be whatever he chooses to make it, or what The very moment you permit the importation of gla ire from 
ever the parties contracting may choose to make it as between themselves. | Europe you will reduce the wages of thousands and thousands of laborers 

I say if we wish to save the revenue and protect the Government | in this country | 1 myself a heavy consumer of glass and know 
against frauds we must adopt the specific rate of duty. | whereof I speak. I know that the pg! ware made by the laborers ot 

One word more. My friend’s argument was directed only to one as- | Germany comesin competition with the glass-ware made in this counts 
pect of this proposition; only its aspect in relation to the large bottles Mr. GUENTHER. Inan to the sta if my ial f d 
used for the bottling of beer. He must remember that this paragraph | from Pennsylvania [| Mr. BAYN1 I | much 1 esteem 
applies not only to those large bottles but to small vials. And I say to | so highly, Lam sorry to see that his \ yimp | { ky 
him that so far from his statement being correct and true, the averave | monopoly atmosphere of Pittsburgh and All eny ¢ , y 
duty, the corresponding ad valorem rate—and I know whereof I speak listinguish between protection to monopolists and protecti » Amer 
based upon the cost of American production is not over 33 to 35 percent. | ican labor. If the gentleman would only display as much zeal and 
Any gentleman who will investigate this matter and analyze it will find | courage in opposing the monstrous demands of t} mMopolist con 
that the rate of duty on all the articles embraced in this paragraph does | stituents of his as he always exhibits in his attitude toward the Presi 
not exceed 33 to 35 per cent. on the cost of the production of this article | dent of the United States, I would look up to 1} with admiration as 
in the United States. | the foremost champion of the laboring and producing masses of ou 

{Here the hammer fell. } country. [ Laughter. ] 

Mr. BLAND. I desire in what few remarks I have to make just to When I was up before I was speaking about the farmer's wife buying 
notice the lecture given us some time ago on this side of the House by | fruit-jars for which she now pays $1.50 «dozen, and for which if this pro 
the gentleman from Mississippi [Mr. MuLpDRow], in which he stated | posed duty shall become a law she will he ¢ dtop 1.75 a dozen 
that there was a disposition when some local interest was concerned for | In answer to her inquiry how this could be, the dealer asks her whether 
those claiming to be for a tariff for revenue purposes to seek the protec- | she has not learned that the Forty-seventh Congress has revised the 
tion of local interests. That difficulty to some extent, Mr. Chairman, | tariff. Arriving home the good wife tel!s her honest farmer husband that 
is inherent in this system of taxation. Our Republican friends are the | she could not buy him the 25-cent 3 ge of tobacco, or the little toys 
assessors. They propose to assess and collect a tax from the people; | for their first-born, or some other little thing that tends to gladden the 
and every interest that gets into this bill is an exemption from taxation. | hearts of the families of the hard-working tiller of the soil, because she 
So you exempt wool manufacturers, cotton manufacturers, iron manu- | ran out of money, having made no ealeulation for the 25 cents she had 
facturers. You exemptall the manufacturing interests in this country, | to pay more on her dozen jars over last year. Of course they will all 
the mining interests and all other interests that get upon this bill that | bless this Cong for what it has done to protect the poor, starving 
can be protected by preventing the importation of foreign articles. To | members of the National Glass Mannficturing Association, and will 
that extent you exempt that interest from taxation. And itis but | gladly forego any little luxury or necessity of life to buy the wine, the 
natural when the tax-collector comes round for all to attemgt in some | diamonds, the carriages. to help build the palatial residences of the 
way to escape his exactions. That is the difficulty, and it 1s inherent | pauper glass manufacturers of Pittsburgh and Philadelphia! [Ap 
to the system of taxation by duties on imports. plause. | 

Hence it is we find gentlemen on this side of the House although Mr. BAYNE. Will the gentleman permit me to ask him a question? 
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Mr. GUENTHER. Certainly. 

Mr. BAYNE. ‘To get away from the very interesting story which 
the gentleman is telling, I will ask him if he has heard anybody com- 
plain of the price of ordinary window-glass in this country? 

Mr.GUENTHER. Iam not talking about window-glass; I am talk- 
ing about bottles and jars, 

Mr. BAYAL. I have no prejudice against beer bottles at all. 

Mr. GUENTHER. Mr. Bodine also informed me that one glass- 
blower will blowin a day two and a half gross of quart bottles, or three 
hundred and sixty. ‘Three hundred and sixty such bottles weigh five 
hundred and forty pounds. The increase of tariff over present rates 
per pound is in this case 1 cent, so that you propose to grant an addi- 
tional protection to the glass manufacturer of $5.40 per day for one 
glass-blower. Do you think the blower will receive this amount ? 

Mr. BAYNE. Let me tell the gentleman what the glass-blower does 
receive 
Mr. GUENTHER. I have not time now. 

Mr. BAYNE. I will tell the gentleman that this increase of duty 
ill go into increase of wages. 

Mr. GUENTHER. Ona gross of such bottles imported the tariff 
duty now amounts to $1.11. The proposed tariff would make it $3.24, 
an increase of nearly 200 per cent. This $3.24 wouid be levied on a 
gross of quart bottles, costing in Germany, with 2} percent commission 
wdded, $3.17, so that you will see that the duty of 1} cents per pound 
would be 102) per cent. ad valorem. 

The showing is even worse on pint bottles: 


< 
> 





Value of a gross of pints =a rane See ee ee 
Two and one-half per cent. commission , sevens waetens esonsseece 4} 
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Weight of a gross of pint bottles, 144 pounds; 14 cents per pound, 
$2.16, which isanad valorem duty of 117 percent., an increase of over 235 
per cent. over the present tariff duty. 

Mr. Chairman, in the interests of the fifty millions of people who are 
consumers of these articles I hope that the duty on them will not be in- 
creased, but left at the present ad valorem duty of 35 per cent. or fixed 
at one-half cent per pound. 

In reply to the gentleman from Pennsylvania [Mr. Errerr] I will 
say that the statement I have made is one which I have received from 
the Bureau of Statistics. It is an advance sheet and is official, and the 
gentleman can look at it if he desires. It is said that there area num- 
ber of idle glass-furnaces in the country shut down onaccount of this for- 
eign competition. This is another misstatement. A number of glass- 
furnaces have been erected during late years in some of the Western 
States. Atter they were in operation the wreckers of the glass-ring of 
New Jersey and Pennsylvania would rush into their territory and glut 
the market with the articles these new furnaces manufactured, by tem- 
porarily selling below cost in order to crush out these embryo industries. 

Mr. BAYNE. I understand now the animus of my friend’s propo- 
sition. 

Mr. GUENTHER. That may be, but what I have said is true never- 
theless. ‘These wreckers of the glass-ring of New Jersey and Pennsy]- 
vania went into districts where these new furnaces were established and 
by temporarily selling below cost endeavored to crush out these embryo 
industries. After they succeeded so well in most cases these self-same 
buccaneers now have the sublime audacity to point to these abandoned 
wrecks, the result of their oWn damnable piracy, as reasons why this 
Congress should grant them additional protection and give them in- 
creased privileges to plunder and fleece the people. I for one, Mr. 
Chairman, as a Republican, a protectionist, the friend of the laborer, of 
the people, and one of them, shall never by my vote help to put more 
of the money of the people into the bottomless pockets of these insatiate 
ringsters and monopolists. 

Mr. LORD. As asubstitute for the pending amendment I move to 
amend by striking out in line 526 the words ‘‘and one-half ;’’ so as 
to make the duty I cent per pound. I think there ought to be no ob- 
jection to this amendment. If any confidence is to be placed in the 
estimate of these gentlemen that a proposed duty of 14 cents will in- 
crease the existing duty of 30 per cent. to 75 per cent. or 150 per cent., 
the rate proposed in the bill certainly is too high. These articles are 
most extensively used. As it was stated by some gentlemen on the 
other side that white lead goes into every house and every factory, 
these fabrics of glass in the form of bottles and jars go into universal 
use, T believe that a duty of 1 cent per pound will be equal to 75 per 
cent. I hope, therefore, that the amendment will prevail; and it seems 
to me the Committee on Ways and Means should accept it. 

Mr. BERRY. Mr. Chairman, I am very desirous to vete properly on 
this question; and I must confess that I am very much at a loss to deter- 
mine which ofthese propositions I should support, or whether I should 
seek to reject them both, that a new proposition more just may be pre- 
sented. I have been taught during the progress of this discussion by 
the gentleman from Kansas [Mr. HASKELL] and the gentleman from 
Pennsylvania [Mr. KELLEY], the honored chairman of the Committee 
en Ways and Means, and in fact by gentlemen generally on the other 
side of the House, that a protective tariff cheapens products. If this 
be the fact, it would certainly be to the interest of my people that this 
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duty should be increased 200 per cent., which I understand would be 
the effect of substituting a duty of 1} cents per pound for the existing 
duty of 30 per cent. ad valorem as proposed in this bill. Some gentle. 
men say that this increase would amount to 300 per cent. Be this as it 
may, it is acknowledged on all hands that it is a large increase. 

My people nse glass bottles to a large extent, and use also glass jars 
for the canning of fruits. Ido not wish to cast any vote which wil} 
increase the cost of these articles. We have been told by the gentle- 
man from Wisconsin [ Mr. GUENTHER] that if this legislation be enacted 
the price of every bottle and jar will be largely increased, thus layins 
a burden upon every household intheland. If the price of bottles an 
jars is increased in cost it will be a serious blow to our rapidly-growing 
fruit and wine interest upon the Pacific coast, in which large quantities 
of these articles are used. On this question a division has appeared. 

In the ranks of the majority here, some of those gentlemen telling us 
that this increase of duty will cheapen the product, and others telling 
us that it will increase the cost of the product, how am I to decide this 
question if I take their counsel? How shall I cast my vote if I am to 
be guided by this divided wisdom? 

Mr. Chairman, I have a large constituency who are lovers of beer: 
and, in fact, I like that wholesome drink myself. I donot want to in- 
crease the price of that cooling beverage, lager beer, which we have in 
California, and which is the finest in the world. Perhaps I had better 
qualify that last expression, for they have excellent beer in Philade}- 
phia, known as ‘ Philadelphia beer.’’ But I do not wish the price on 
bottles to be increased so that we of California will be compelled to pay 
an increased price ior this beverage as also our wine. 

Mr. Chairman, it seems to me clear, in fact it must be apparent to 
every candid individual, that the doctrine which gentlemen on the 
other side are endeavoring to preach to this House and the country that 
an increased tariff will cheapen the article is false. If there were not 
something fallacious in this doctrine of protection, why should protec- 
tionists be divided in their councils about bottles? Some of the pro- 
tectionists on the other side protest against this increase of duty as cal- 
culated to increase the cost of the article, while others insist that if 
domestic industries are protected the commodity will be cheapened 

Mr. HASKELL addressed the Chair. 

The CHAIRMAN. Debate is closed. 

Mr. HASKELL. Iask the gentleman from Michigan to withdraw 
his amendment and I will renew it. 

Mr. LORD. I withdraw it with that understanding. 

Mr. HASKELL. The gentleman formally withdraws his amend 
ment and I renew it. Mr. Chairman, the difficulty in this case is not 
in the rate; no one cares especially to increase the rate. The difficulty 
has been the impossibility of getting at the real value of the article 
Every foreign manufacturer of glass is pooled with every other and 
with the importers in the city of New York. Now, if you adopt a mere 
ad valorem rate, no matter what it is, if you were to impose a duty of 
100 per cent. or 200 per cent. you would collect no duty which would 
be such as would protect either the revenue or the manufacturer. What- 
ever is done by the Committee of the Whole on this subject ought to be 
done on a specific basis. Take the figures of the importers of bottles 
themselves; and I have them here. 

Without counting the ocean freight and taking the most favora)): 
figures that you can, the large, heavy green bottles cost on the othe: 
side 2 cents and a fraction apiece. This I have from an importer’s in 
voice. Consequently the rate named in the bill is neither 200 per cent. 
nor 100 per cent., but in my judgment it is heavier than it need be. | 
hope this ad valorem rate will not beagreed to. Forone I will support 
a proposition to fix the rate on these bottles at lcent per pound. ‘This 
is as low as I dare go, and I am afraid it is a little too low. But inany 
event it will be safe to the Government and safe to the interests repr 
sented by my friend from Wisconsin. 

And the reason why I state it will be safe to my friend from Wis 
consin is because I am now talking from a Belgium invoice, not from 
any importer’s nonsense. I know I have anaccurate invoice and there 
is no 200 per cent. 

Mr. GUENTHER. In answer to the statement of my friend from 
Kansas I willsay that I have just received from the Chief of the Bureau of 
Statistics a statement from the office of the American Pottery and Glass- 
ware Reporter, the organ of the glass manufacturers, which states the 
present duty at 35 per cent. ad valorem on one grossof bottles is $1.44, and 
that the proposed duty of 1} cents per pound would be $3.24. While 
the latter statement is correct the first is not, because they base their 
aleulation on the price of a gross of bottles in New York, which m) 
friend from Kansas knows is incorrect. The true amount of 35 po 
cent. ad valorem would be about $1.11 and the proposed duty would 
be $3.24. 

Mr. HASKELL. I take the heavy green bottle in the bill and my 
statement is made from a Belginm invoice made by a Belgian. Nowa 
cent is low enough. 

| Here the hammer fell. ] 

Mr.SPARKS. Thisclauseof the bill in relation to the duties on glass- 
wares presents the doctrine of ‘protection’? in a light that all can see 
its ruinous grasping tendencies. The specific rate of 1} cents.per pound 
fixed here may be perfectly fair for the collection of a fair revenue upon 
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a certain class of very light bottles and vials, but on another classof| Mr. LORD. Let me interrupt the gentleman for a momen 
larger bottles and pickle and preserve jars it certainly approximates if Mr. HATCH. I have only five minutes, and this is the first time I 
it is not fully up to the point of a prohibitory tax. Now, I take it that | have risen to take part in the debate, but I promise, gentlemen, it will 














this duty of 1} cents per pound on all that class of bottles mentioned | not be the k 
here, such us are used for beer-bottles, wine-bottles, fruit-jars, pickle- Mr. LORD. 1 wish to ke a corr 
jars, qnd all the other kinds of botiles used by those who bottle beer Mr. HATCH » not « correctio ate the fact 
end other malt drinks and wine, and who put up the various kinds of | in my hand a letter from one of the n telligent manutact 
fruits. would be substantially a prohibitory tax. Hence in my judg- | the United Stat one who is at the head to-day of a manu 
ment this duty ought clearly to be adjusted upon an ad valorem basis | establishment in the State of M that re labor 
reasonablein itsrate. But, sir, it serves toshow most clearly the fallacy | capital than any five b estab] United 
of this whole species of discriminative legislation. and pays more wa every Saturday night than ¢ eb 
There is a class of men in a few localities of the country engaged in | establishments in Penns) ‘ ' wl ‘ 
the manufacture of glass-ware, bottles, &c., andthey are here besieg- | says about tl 
ing Congress for a tariff so adjusted as to protect them in that business a, a ee : 4) pe 
so that all reasonable competition in the wav of foreign imports of these | cent. ad va ry \ 
articles shall be prohibited. Nothing less they claim than a tax on | Me = pa yore wt , 
imports virtually prohibitory will protect this glass-blowing industry. | forthe trade ¢ Fea 
Now, sir, the question with me is will not the protection thus afforded | and Austral 
to this glass manufacturing industry seriously cripple if it does not de- | oot thos 
stroy other interests and other industries? There are establishments | seocke ot tive Societal tana 
in the cities of Saint Louis, East Saint Louis, Chicago, Milwaukee, and | United States, where it proper 
other cities of the West, which bottle annually millions of cases of beer | Grawback of 4 r cent. | = 
and @ther malt drinks which enter into commerce and go all over the | ¢ en ie padine been 
civilized world. There is also a vast industry in this country engaged | create and em 
in bottled wines and in pickling and preserving fruits agd vegetable | Tevenue to Uh 
products, and I believe also fish, in the class of bottles and jars her Mr. McLEAN., of Misso What is 
mentioned, as to all of which this oppressive tax would result inalmost | Mr. HATCH Adolphus Busch, president « 
if not quite irreparable disaster. Therefore it will be easily seen that | Brewing Association of Saint L 
while it is undoubtedly in the interest of some of the constituents ol Mr. McLEAN, of Mi LT lie a t 
my friend from Pennsylvania [Mr. BAYNE] who are asa class engaged | tle that I know « 
in the manufacture of glass, it is at the same time destructive of the| Mr. HATCH I did 1 vy tl he did L only y tl 
interests of other classes of men who are engaged in other and more | more bottles and employs more labor in his trade than any five 1 
valuable industries. | ufacturers of bottles in anv other 1 
But, as before remarked, sir, itshows plainly the fallacy as well asin- | Mr. Mc LEAN. of Mi 1 I did n understand the tle 
justice of Congress attempting to single out this or that particular in- | correctly, ther I erstood him diff tly 
dustry out of all the varied industries of the country and legislating for | Mr. HATCH Well. the eentleman ison the wre of thisat 
its benefit when such action must result necessarily to the injury of | tion. If he would come a little ck over to tl ide of the House } 
others. Why not let them all stand upon a common, equal plane and | would hear bette: 
take care of themselves, and lay your tariff on imported glass bottles, But, Mr. Chairman, the pro} 1of the Wavs and Means Cot 
jars, &c., as on everything else for the collection of a needed revenue? | tee incorporated in this bill is to erippl ne of the largest industri 
Lay an honest, fair ad valorem duty on all kinds of bottles, and on the | of the land for the benetit of a few ch 1 manutfreturers eneaged in 
contents of bottles, and all else with an eye single to that purpose for | making bottles, and isa fiir sample of this bill in all of deta 
the legitimate and economical uses of Government. When you have | which has been characterized by one of the leading Republican 1 
done that you will not have discriminated in favor of this or that par- | papers of the city of New York ; and a fraud. And there is not 
ticular industry and to the prejudice and against any other industry or | a better indication of this fact throughout its entire substance trom | 
industries, but will have caused all classes to bear an equal share of the | ginning to end than that which is proposed he the] to 
burdens of government, and will have left all upon the common plane | this from the ad valorem 1 puta por cent 
of fairness and equality, or as nearly so as it is possible to do under our | a pound. 
indirect system of taxation for purposes of national government. |} Mr. BAYNE. Will the gentleman allow me to | { 
Mr. Chairman, the whole of the evil of this pernicious ‘* protective ’’ Mr. HATCH With the ereatest pleasure 
system is seen just here. You cannot by tariff rates discriminate in| Mr. BAYNE. Now, the rate of duty b 1} cents per pound « 
favor of the glass-blowers of Pittsburgh, or of Wheeling, or anywhere ordinary green window-glass, the cost of m theturing the same beir 
else, without injuring other industries and other interests which de- | largely done by machinery, whereas tl bottles are made by labor 
mand the use in their pursuits of the class of goods manufactured by | without machinery, I wish to ask has the American consumer suffered 
these men, and whenever you attempt to do so you necessarily arouse | in consequence of that reduction on the price ot window-x! » And far 
the opposition and just indignation of all that class of men whose pur- | ther—— 
suits in life you thus cripple. | Mr. HATCH. Life is too short for the advocates of Pennsyh 
And, sir, in the case here presented candor compels the statement | glass manufactories to display all of the wonderful requirements of that 
that this favoritism for the glass-blowers and manufacturers is a dis- | manufacture upon the floor of this Hous Mv triend from Pent 
crimination in favor of the minor interests and against the thr more | vania and those who are with him on the tariff question 1] 
extensive industries engaged in the use of these bottles and jars. The | looking too long through green bottles or green glass to | 
bottling and canning industries of this country are far more numerous | clear perception of the wants of this country in framin 
and involve much more of labor and capital than the glass manufact- | character. They do not trouble themselves to get the inti ( 
uring industry. which is nece sary. You ought to come out ot your own si ttle 
I would do the latter industry no injustice, but would give it the | You ought to learn that there is something else in this country besides 
benefit of all that protection which results to it as an incident of a} Pennsylvaniaand Pittsburgh. You ought to know that there is a larg 
legitimate and fair tariff adjusted upon the basis of needed revenue. I | empire west of you which is also interested in some of 1 things 
would be willing to adjust an ad valorem rate of duties on these bottles, | Mr. BAYNE. Yes, and there is a large qu of 1 for 
jars, &., at 30 per cent., which is, I believe, the present law. These | making glass out there if you would only utilize it 
glass-men and their advocates on this floor ought to besatisfied withthat. | Mr. HATCH. If you would come out there and visit u ( 
Sir, an industry which can not successfully compete with foreign im- | quently you would know more of the importance of this question to 
portation at 30 per cent. duty, or to use truer and plainer words, on a | other parts of the country 
30 per cent. bounty, ought to die, and the men engaged in it ought to The CHAIRMAN. ‘The ti of the gentleman from Missouri ha 
go into some other honest business in which they can make « living. | expired. 
(Applause. ] Mr.-HASKELL. I would like to move that the committee rise to 
Here the hammer fell. ] limit debate, unless we can come to some understanding about a vote 
Mr. HASKELL. I withdraw my pro forma amendment Mr. ANDERSON. I would like to say to my colleague that I have 
Mr. HATCH. I move tostrike out the last word. [I understand the | an amendment 
gentleman from Kansas withdraws his proposition. | Mr. HASKELI [ will propose in limiting the time to mak 
Mr. HASKELL. I will, if you will renew it. | urrangement by which my colleague may have tim« 
Mr. HATCH. I will not renew it, as it is an increase over the pres- | Mr. ANDERSON. But I have a substantive amendment which | 
ent rate of duty. It proposes 1 and one-half of 1 cemt per pound on | would like to submit and have the privilege of being heard upon. | 


| 
these heavy, cheap bottles, of which the price is not over 2} cents. | could not offer it while this amendment is pending. 
It is an increase of 200 per cent., and amounts to absolute prohibition. | Mr. HASKELL. The amendment can be offered and the epeech 
And that is the reason it is recommended by the Committee on Ways | made, and I will then move that the committee rise 
and Means. | Mr. TUCKER. I desire to be heard on this amendment 
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Mr. TOWNSHEND, of Illinois. I have also a substantial amend- 
ment which I desire to offer, and I hope the motion that the commit- 
tee rise will not be submitted at this time, because I do not wish to be 
cut off from the opportunity of offering it. 

Mr. ANDERSON. My amendment, Mr. Chairman, will be to strike 
out of line 523 the words ‘‘ pickle or preserve jars’’ and insert the words 
‘fat 30 per cent. ad valorem’’ as an independent paragraph. 

I do not care one solitary straw about the beer question. I have no 
interest in it whatever. But I do care something about what I con- 
ceive to be an increase in the cost of these jars for pickles and preserves 
to the people who use them, and I do not desire that there shall be any 
change in that item. I expect the facts in this case will be found to 
be aboutas follows, at least I have been se advised: that there has been 
perhaps a monopoly in the manufacture of these glass jars to be used 
for this purpose; that recently the several companies entering into the 
combination have disagreed or have fallen apart. Now, whether this 
duty is increased by this provision or reduced remains to be seen. It 
is at all events adoubtful point. If that be the status of thecase I am 
unwilling that it shall be increased or that it shall run any risk of an 
increase. But at the same time I am perfectly willing to open up to 
all the world this business rather than to put the farmers of this coun- 
try in the hands of the very best men that ever came from Western 
Pennsylvania or anywhere else. 

Everybody knows, all over this country, that these manufacturers 
have been in the habit of combining, and we do not know what may be 
the result of the change proposed here. Therefore I want to be under- 
stood as opposing it and favoring the amendment which I have sug- 
gested. What I want is simply that that class of articles shall be leit 
justas the present law is. 1 do not want to take any chance as to an in- 
crease of rates, asa Republican, as a man trying to look to the best inter- 
est of the people who use these articles, rather than looking to the interest 
of some corporation somewhere who are engaged in making these things. 
The interests of the people are far more important in my judgment than 
these other interests. 

That, Mr. Chairman, is the amendment I want to offer, when it be- 
comes in order, that these things shall be left just as the law now pro- 
vides, because I believe that under all of this talk about monopoly abroad 
you really are building up here at home a monopoly which when any- 
body attempts to break it down or to enter into the manufacture of 
these jars in this country at a lower price so that the people may get 
them at fair rates, underruns and undercuts so much that they can not 
do it. That being the case, I hope the amendment which I have sug- 
gested will meet the favorable consideration of the committee. 

The pro forma amendment was withdrawn. 

Mr. TUCKER. I renew the formal amendment. 

Mr. HASKELL. I would like to move that the committee rise for 
the purpose of having the House limit debate. 

Mr. TOWNSHEND, of Illinois. I haveasubstantial amendment to 
offer. I hope the gentleman will not insist on the committee rising at 
this time. 

Mr. HASKELL. The gentleman from Virginia [Mr. TUCKER] can 
speak after debate has been limited. 

Mr. TUCKER. Oh, no; [have been there once before. [Laughter. ] 
Mr. Chairman, I am not going to take up much of the time of the 
House, and what I shall say will be of a practical character. The gen- 
tleman from Pennsylvania [Mr. BAYNE], who is defending this inter- 
est so zealously, has been kind enough to tell me in private, and I shall 
use the information he gave me, for it was given in perfect candor, that 
the amount of the bottle manuficturing interest in this country will 
certainly run largely over a million of dollars’ worth. 

Mr. BAYNE. Yes, sir; I think it exceeds that. 

Mr. TUCKER. Now, the whole value of bottles introduced into this 
country under the present duty and under this particular clause is 
$230,000. Ifthe present duty of 35 per cent. enables the manufacturer 
here to make four times more than can be imported, in God’s name is 
not that protection enough? 

Mr. ERRETT. Will the gentleman allow me to make a correction? 
Mr. TUCKER. Certainly. 

Mr. ERRETT. My colleague did not speak of the bottle manufact- 
uring interest alone. 

Mr. TUCKER. I understood the gentleman to say the bottle busi- 
ness. 

I say if the duty of 35 per cent. has had the effect of only letting in 
$230,000 worth of bottles, when more than $1,000,000 worth are made 
in this country, that is ample protection. 

jut, Mr. Chairman, look atit in another pointof view. The gentle- 
man from Pennsylvania [Mr. BAYNE] has stated that the ad valorem 
rate permits fraud and permits people to bringin bottles under false in- 
voices. Why, sir, if it has only had the effect of permitting them to 
bring in one-fourth of the ameunt of the home product it can not be very 
detrimental to the home manufacture. 

Now, the duty ona of bottles, worth, as has been stated, about 
$3.17, if increased to 1) cents a bottle will amount to over 100 per cent. 
ad valorem instead of 35 percent. ad valorem. The co: uence is you 
are trebling this duty. And this trebling of the duty, as the importa- 
tion is small compared with the amount of the home product, will be 











absolutely prohibitory. And therefore all eagaged in beer manufi 
ure, and all other manufactures where bottles are used, will be left to 
depend entirely on the home-manufacture monopoly. 

Mr. BAYNE. Will the gentleman yield to me for a question? 

Mr. TUCKER. Yes, sir. 

Mr. BAYNE. What would be the rate of duty on one-ounce vials 
embraced in this paragraph? 

“r TUCKER. I ask the gentleman from Pennylvania what would 
it be? é 

Mr. BAYNE. Not 15 per cent. ad valorem. 

Mr. TUCKER. Then you put alow duty on the higher-grade article. 
But what would it be on the cheapest bottle? 

Mr. BAYNE. Very much more than 33 per cent. 

Mr. TUCKER. What would 1} cents be on the lowest-priced bottle? 

Mr. BAYNE. Sixty or 70 per cent. 

Mr. TUCKER. Would it not be more? 

Mr. BAYNE. I think not. 

, Mr. TUCKER. Then if it be 60 or 70 per cent. you increase the 
duty. 

Mr. BAYNE. The 60 or 70 per cent. duty is on the cost of produc- 
tion abroad. On the cost of American production it will not exceed 
from 33 to 35 per cent. 

Mr. TUCKER. Then the bottle here isworth so much more im this 
market than the foreign bottle costs. That is just what we say, and 
you make that additional cost come out of the pocket of the consumer 
of the bottle. 

Iam glad the gentleman from Pennsylvania has at last made that 
confession, that the effect of the increase of duty is to enhance the price 
to the home consumer. 

The pro forma amendment was withdrawn. 

Mr. HASKELL. I move that the committee do now rise. 

The motion was agreed to. 

The committee accordingly rose; and the Speaker having resumed 
the chair, Mr. Roprxson, of Massachusetts, reported that the Commit- 
tee of the Whole House on the state of the Union had had under con- 
sideration the bill (H. R. 7313) to impose duties upon foreign imports, 
and for other purposes, and had come to no resolution thereon. 

Mr. HASKELL. I yield fora moment for a privileged report from 
the Committee on Appropriations. 


LEGISLATIVE ETC., APPROPRIATION BILL. 


Mr. CANNON, from the Committee on Appropriations, reported a bill 
(H. R. 7482) making appropriations for the legislative, executive, and 
judicial expenses of the Government for the fiscal year ending June 30, 
1884, and for other purposes; which was read a first and second time, re- 
ferred to the Committee of the Whole House on the state of the Union, 
and ordered to be printed. 

Mr. MILLS. I reserve all points of order. 

Mr. CANNON. I desire to say I have the authority of the Commit- 
tee on Appropriations to state to the House that if I can be recognized 
on Monday for that purpose I will move to suspend the rules and put 
the bill just reported on its passage. 

Mr. McMILLIN. What is the amount appropriated by the bill? 

Mr. CANNON. About $20,000,000. 

Mr. BLACKBURN. The gentleman from Illinois [Mr. CANNON] in 
reporting this bill to the House will be candid enough to state to the 
Iiouse that the authority given him to move a suspension of the rules 
to pass that bill without debate, explanation, or amendment on next 
Monday was not the unanimous action of that committee at all. 

Mr. CANNON. I want to say in reply to the gentleman from Ken- 


| tucky [Mr, BLACKBURN] that I voice the action of the committee. ‘The 


committee acts by its majority, and if he desires it and it is proper for 
me to so state, I am perfectly willing to say that I was so instructed by 
a strict party vote. 

Mr. TOWNSHEND, of Illinois. And you want to vote away $20,- 
000,000 without any opportunity for debate. 

Mr. HISCOCK. That is just exactly what we propose todo. This 
is a bill providing for the pay-rolls of the several Executive Depart- 
ments; and we are willing to take the responsibility of passing it 
without debate. 

Mr. ROBINSON, of Massachusetts. That is just what you did in 
the Forty-sixth Congress, when you passed the sundry civil appropria- 
= bill in the same manner, with only five minutes’ debate on each 
side. . 

ORDER OF BUSINESS. 


Mr. HASKELL. I desire now to move that the House go into Com- 
mittee of the Whole on the state of the Union for the further consid- 
eration of the tariff bill. 

Mr. SPRINGER. I ask the gentleman to yield to me for a moment. 

Mr. HASKELL. For what purpose? 

Mr. SPRINGER. TheCommittee on Public Printing have instructed 
me to ask unanimous consent of the House to take from the Speaker’s 
table and pass at this time a Senate joint resolution authorizing the 
Publie Printer to remove certain material from the Government Print- 
ing Office. The material in that office has so accumulated that there 
is fear of an accident which will endanger the lives of the employés. 














